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Keynote Presentations

IF YOU’RE GOING TO LIVE, LEAVE
A LEGACY” — RURAL
CRIMINOLOGY’S FUTURE IN A
CENTURY NO LONGER NEW

JOSEPH DONNERMEYER

Ohio State University, School of Environment and Natural Resources, Columbus, USA
E-mail: donnermeyer.1@gmail.com

Abstract The American poet, activist and Pulitzer Prize winner,
Maya Angelou (1928-2014), once wrote: “If you’re going to live,
leave a legacy.” In this presentation, the emergence of rural
criminology is briefly reviewed as a way to discuss its future
prospects. Specifically, this presentation will consider several
significant issues for rural criminology’s continued growth and
for its prospects for informing the next generation of scholars
who may be interested in rural crime studies. These include: a
firm focus on examining the intersectionality of rurality with
various criminological and criminal justice issues; continued
development of a comparative, international approach to the
study of rural crime; engaging in more self-critical dialogue about
rural criminological theories and research methods; and
examining several important rural criminological issues likely to
emerge over the next several decades of the 21t century,
including, among others, access to justice amongst rural peoples

and communities.
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Keywords:
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CRIMINAL_]USTICE AND SECURITY IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE: BOOK OF ABSTRACTS

A PROJECT ON LOCAL SAFETY AND
SECURITY IN RURAL SETTINGS IN
SLOVENIA — TOWARDS RURAL
CRIMINOLOGY

GORAZD MESKO

University of Maribor, Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, Ljubljana, Slovenia
E-mail: gorazd.mesko@fvv.uni-mb.si

Abstract The paper presents the main ideas, discussions, and
preliminary findings of a research project on Local safety and
security — a comparison between rural and urban (2019-2024)
conducted by fifteen researchers of the Institute of Criminal
Justice and Security and headed by the author of this
contribution and financed by the Slovenian Research Agency.
The project is based on ideas of the Sustainable Development
Goals of the United Nations (SGDs), UNDP ideas on resilient
communities and human security, tradition of safety and security

provision in Slovenia based on community policing, local safety

KeywofrdS: and security partnerships, and recent ideas of rural criminology.
safety, .
sccurity, A\ research focus has changed from urban to rural due to findings

local  that social processes, social control, crime patterns and responses
communities, . . . . . .
. tocrime differ in rural and urban settings. These perspectives will

rural,

urban  be presented and discussed.
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CRITICAL PERSPECTIVES ON POLICING RURAL
ENVIRONMENTS: COoPS, CONTEXT,

COMMUNICATION AND COVID-19

ANDREW WOOFF

Edinburgh Napier University, Edinburgh, UK
E-mail: a.wooff@napier.ac.uk

Abstract Recent work on policing in rural communities has
highlighted the importance of reflecting critically on the context
and environment being policed. Research has pointed to the
importance of police discretion, order maintenance and police-
community relationships in rural policing, while acknowledging
that rural communities are not monolithic and are impacted by
external factors. Policing in Scotland has undergone significant
changes over the past decade, with eight police forces being
amalgamated in 2013 to form a single police force, Police
Scotland. Furthermore, with large societal changes, including the
COVID-19 pandemic, rural communities have also undergone
significant transitions in the way that they interact with law
enforcement. This has led to shifting priorities which has
impacted on police, community and partnership relationships in
rural communities. Not only has this led to a reorganisation of
how policing is done in Scotland, but it has also impacted on the
way rural communities are policed and the context of social
control in these locations. Consideration of the critical and
conceptual framing of rural policing is therefore important.
Drawing on lessons from Scotland, this paper will utilise data
from three funded projects examining different rural policing
contexts. Applying theories of ‘abstract policing’ (Terpstra et al,
2019) and ‘totality of rural space’ (Halfacree, 2000), this paper
will explore lessons for rural policing in other locations. It will
highlight the importance of understanding the community
context, the impact of COVID-19 on the policing of rural
communities and the importance of visible policing and

communication for rural communities going forward.

rnY
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Keywords:
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PERCEPTION OF RURAL
(IN)SECURITY AND (UN)SAFETY
AMONG URBAN AND RURAL
POPULATIONS IN SLOVENIA

MAJDA CERNIC ISTENIC

University of Ljubljana, Biotechnical Faculty, Ljubljana, Slovenia

E-mail: majda.cernic.istenic@bf.uni-lj.si

Abstract The growing "disillusionment" and doubts about the
"progressiveness" of the modernization of society have
intensified the debate on the once almost forgotten rural-urban
dichotomy, which has recently acquired a rather rich new
content. From the perspective of reflexive and critical sociology,
Kieran Bonner in A Great Place to Raise Kids (1997) proposes
to approach the debate on this conceptual dichotomy not from
the point of view of static, predetermined, categorically limited
considerations, but from the perspective of the reflexive
thoughts of the actors interpreting their living environment by
themselves, starting from the question of where it is better/safer
to live, in the countryside or the city. In line with the proposed
epistemological line of research, the proposed paper presents the
results of interviews conducted in winter 2016 with 120 people
of both genders and different generations living in different
spatial contexts in Slovenia (city, town, village, remote house).
They were asked where they would prefer to live and spend their

Keywords:  youth, middle age, and old age, as well as which type of place

security/safety,

uralurban  Whether rural or urban they consider safer/securer and why. The

dichotomy, analysis and interpretation of their answers are valuable
erceptions, . . . .
pereep 10 contributions to the debate on rural crime and for assessing the
sociology,

Slovenia  reliability of existing crime statistics.
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CRIME AND SOCIAL CONTROL IN
RURAL AREAS OF SOUTHERN
RUSSIA

ANTON PETROVSKIY

Kuban University, Krasnodar, Russia

E-mail: anton-petrovski@yandex.ru

Abstract Russian criminology traditionally takes the stand that
criminality is inherent to the cities where diverse methods of
public security enforcement and crime prevention programs
should be tested and implemented. However, there are regions
in the Russian Federation where agricultural lands represent
63,8% of the territory and 60% of the population reside in the
countryside. The southern Russian region provides 45% of the
gross rural production of the Russian Federation altogether while
agricultural regions are distinguished by particular features: a
distance of the rural settlements from each other and the regional
centres; weak transport connection between regions; inefficient
development of the telecommunication networks; seasonal
production; remoteness of the police stations; weak protection
of goods compared to the cities; easiness of cultivation of illegal
drugs; and ample amounts of homemade alcohol. All of this
makes an impact on the lifestyle and the behaviour of the rural
inhabitants including criminal behaviour. In order to understand
how to ensure the public security of the population of the rural
areas, it is necessary to study the state, structure, dynamics and
other criminological features of the criminality in the
countryside; traits of the criminal’s personality; reasons and
conditions of crimes. The abovementioned analysis allows
assessing the level of the public security enforcement and the
efficiency of the prevention activity of the law enforcement

bodies in the rural areas of Southern Russia.

R
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Keywords:
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GEOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
AND GIS IN RURAL CRIMINOLOGY

VANIA CECCATO
KTH Royal Institute of Technology, School of Atchitecture and the Built

Environment, Stockholm, Sweden

E-mail: vania.ceccato@abe kth.se
Abstract In this talk, I discuss the use of geographical
information (GI), in particular Geographical Information
Systems (GIS), in rural criminological research. This is a relevant
topic because knowing where crime takes place or how it is
distributed over time and space can be important to
understanding its nature and helping experts tackle it. I will start
by reporting a number of examples from the current literature,
from a risk map of drug-related crimes to remote-sensing data in

Keywords:  the investigation of environmental and wildlife crimes. Given the
offences,

mapping, . . . . :
spatial dara  MAPPing traditions, we highlight the main challenges of using

nature of rural environments and the legacy of Cartesian

analysis,  GIS in rural criminology research, suggesting that the benefits
countryside, ) eigh the drawbacks. 1 finalize the presentation by reaching

environmental ) ] ]
criminology  forward to what lies ahead in terms of research frontiers.
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A EUROPEAN PERSPECTIVE ON
POLICING DURING THE COVID-19
PANDEMIC

SANJA KUTNJAK IVKOVICH,' JON MASKALY® &

PETER NEYROUD’

! Michigan State University, Michigan, USA

E-mail: kutnjak@msu.edu

2 Univetsity of North Dakota, Grand Forks, USA

E-mail: jonathan.maskaly@und.edu

3 University of Cambridge, Cambridge, UK

E-mail: pwn22@cam.ac.uk

Abstract When the COVID-19 pandemic was declared in March
of 2020, the World Health Organization issued a call to the
countries to take an urgent and aggressive action to minimize the
spread of COVID-19. Within a month, more than one-half of
the world’s population has been ordered to stay home by their
governments. Police agencies across the world had to adjust to
this new world. On the one hand, the police had to protect
themselves and limit their contact with the public, while, on the
other hand, they had to provide the necessary police services and
respond to the calls for service. In addition to the usual police
responsibilities, the police have been charged with the task of
enforcing the newly enacted COVID-19 governmental
measures, often with the lack of clear guidelines and adequate
police training. Based on the survey of police executives
conducted in the summer of 2020, this paper explores
organizational and operational changes conducted by the police
from 15 European countries. The paper focuses not only on
whether things have changed but also on how much things have
changed. In addition, the paper explores potential consequences
police executives think these changes may have had both on their
ability to provide effective police services and the level of public
support.
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PUBLISHING IN INTERNATIONAL
SOCIAL SCIENCE JOURNALS

GORAZD MESKO,! ANNA-MARIA GETOS KALAC,”
JOHN COLLINS® & UGILJESA ZVEKIC>*

! University of Maribor, Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, Ljubljana, Slovenia
E-mail: gorazd. mesko@fvv.uni-mb.si

2 University of Zagreb, Faculty of Law, Zagreb, Croatia

E-mail: agetos@pravo.hr

3 Global Initiative against Transnational Organised Crime, Vienna, Austria

E-mail: john.collins@globalinitiative.net, uzvekic@hotmail.com

4 Ambassador of the European Public Law Organization at the United Nations, Vienna,
Austria

E-mail: uzvekic@hotmail.com

Abstract This roundtable discussion is specifically aimed at early
career researchers who are looking to expand their international
publication focus. It brings together a broad array of
international experience in order to provide insights to
researchers from the region about how to target and work with
top-class journals and ensure their work receives scholarly
recognition and wide readership. The roundtable will begin with
semi-formal presentations and insights by colleagues who are
editors of major journals or have published extensively in

international journals. This will be followed by a free-flowing Keywords:

open discussion and Q&A with the audience about the ideas j"ufd“"‘lsj
academic
addressed. The roundtable will be co-hosted by the Journal of = pjiching,

Criminal Investigation and Criminology, the Journal of Illicit illicit
Economies and Development (JIED), LSE Press and the Balkan ~ <™°"7™*

development,

Criminology Network. criminology
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CORRUPTION AND ANTI-
CORRUPTION IN THE WESTERN
BALKANS

UGLJESA ZVEKIC"? & SUNCANA ROKSANDIC?

! Global Initiative against Transnational Organized Crime, Vienna, Austria

E-mail: uzvekic@hotmail.com

2 Ambassador of the European Public Law Organization at the United Nations, Vienna,
Austria

E-mail: uzvekic@hotmail.com

2 Univetsity of Zagteb, Faculty of Law, Zagreb, Croatia

E-mail: suncana.roksandic.vidlicka@pravo.hr

Abstract The presentation concerns civil society monitoring the
implementation of anti-corruption pledges made at the London
Summit of the Bertlin Process in 2018 (GI TOC). It assesses anti-
corruption efforts in the Western Balkan Six countries (WBG6) based on
the analysis provided by anti-corruption experts from the WB6 who
examined corruption and its impact on governance in each country of
the region and reviewed anti-corruption frameworks as well as
government efforts to tackle corruption. The centrepiece is how the
governments of the six countries are implementing their anti-
corruption pledges made in the context of the Betlin Process. Since the
pledges are based on existing commitments made in other multilateral
forums, and not all of these commitments are covered by the anti-
corruption pledges made in the context of the Berlin Process, the
presentation also looks more broadly at anti-corruption commitments
made by the WB6 governments and how they have been reported on
by the European Commission, the Group of States against Corruption
(the Council of Europe’s anti-corruption monitoring body), the UN
Office on Drugs and Crime, the Council of Europe’s Committee of
Experts on the Evaluation of Anti-Money Laundering Measures and
the Financing of Terrorism, and Transparency International. To
facilitate analysis, the anti-corruption commitments are divided into
three categories: 1) Economic criteria (comprising public-private
partnership, public procurement, tax, beneficial ownership information
and extractive industries); 2) Political criteria (whistle-blower
protection, enforcement capabilities, media, institutional integrity, anti-
corruption education and transparency initiatives); and 3) Compliance
with EU legislation (asset-recovery legislation and the international
system).
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STRONGER TOGETHER:
BOLSTERING RESILIENCE AMONG
CIVIL SOCIETY IN THE WESTERN
BALKANS

KRISTINA AMERHAUSER' & SASA DORDEVIC?

! Global Initiative against Transnational Organized Crime, Sarajevo, Bosnia and
Herzegovina

E-mail: kristina.amerhauser@globalinitiative.net

2 Global Initiative against Transnational Organized Crime, Belgrade, Serbia

E-mail: djordjevic.sasha@gmail.com

Abstract More than 200 civil society organisations work to
strengthen local resilience against organised crime and
corruption in the Western Balkans Six. Their efforts are
necessary and significant, especially given the ecosystem of crime
in the region which facilitates illicit activities to flourish.
However, the space for civil society in the Western Balkans is
shrinking. Organisations are under pressure from local

governments and increasingly report security concerns.
Especially organizations in smaller towns and villages, where
there are few resilience actors, often feel exposed. This paper
looks at organised crime and corruption in the Western Balkans
from a civil society perspective and provides an overview of how
civil society organisations are active against the illicit economy. It
identifies and maps civil society organisations that fight
organised crime and corruption geographically, describes their
activities as well as highlights their main challenges and concerns.
It also outlines perceptions of organised crime and corruption in
their local communities and identifies promising practices. In
doing so, it also explores how civil society can strengthen
resilience. Research is based primarily on data gathered through
more than 110 interviews with civil society activists and

journalists.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF CIVIL
SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS IN
CRIME PREVENTION IN RURAL
AREAS

ANESA AGOVIC

Global Initiative against Transnational Organized Crime, Sarajevo, Bosnia and
Herzegovina

E-mail: anesa.agovic@globalinitiative.net

Abstract According to the most recent research conducted by
the Global Initiative (GI-TOC), in the Western Balkan region
there are more than 100,000 CSOs, yet around 1% of them deal
with organized crime and corruption. Only in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, there are currently more than 25,000 CSOs
registered, and about 15% of them are based in rural areas. But
the level of crime in rural areas is constantly increasing, even
some smaller places have become recognizable by certain types
of crime. In BiH, CSOs are often the only ones that point out
certain social anomalies and try to act preventively on the spread
of phenomena such as crime, violence, extremism, etc. Due to
lack of opportunities and youth unemployment, young people
often decide to join criminal groups or engage in illicit activities
on their own. Youth are left to fend for themselves, they often
end up in prison or some are even killed. There is a need for a
stronger presence of CSOs in rural areas in order to prevent
criminal acts and phenomena related to domestic violence or
juvenile violence. It is necessary to present the issues that CSOs
are dealing with within their work, especially in the time of
pandemic COVID-19. This paper will explore the representation
of CSOs in rural areas, and will provide insights on the most
effective methods of CSOs to crime prevention in rural areas.
The author will propose specific actions for CSOs in rural areas

in BiH to effectively contribute to countering organized crime.
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GATEWAYS TO CRIMINAL MARKETS
IN THE WESTERN BALKANS

FABIAN ZHILLA"? & WALTER KEMP’

! Harvard University, Center for European Studies, Cambridge, USA

E-mail: faorful7@gmail.com

2 Canadian Institute of Technology, Tirana, Albania,

E-mail: faorful7@gmail.com

3 Global Initiative against Transnational Organized Crime, Vienna, Austria

E-mail: secretariat@globalinitiative.net

Abstract Organised crime and corruption in the Western
Balkans are a serious threat to the rule of law and stability to the
region. Political tension between countries, poor economic
performance, and a high level of corruption enable a fertile
ground for organised crime to flourish. The region’s location
along main trafficking routes from the east to the west is also a
contributing factor. But why are some places in the region more
vulnerable to organized crime than others? This presentation will
look at hotspots of organized crime in the Western Balkans and
show how most are characterized by socio-economic

Keywords:  vulnerability, a location attractive for smuggling, and weak

Cﬂnll:ml governance. Drawing on the trilogy of “hotspots” reports by the
mar! Cts’ .. . . . . .
hotspots,  Olobal Initiative against Transnational Organized Crime, the

organised  presentation will also look at hotspots of Western Balkans
chtme’ organised crime groups outside the region, including Western
cstern

Balkans Burope, Latin America and South Africa.
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ORGANISED CRIME IN SLOVENIAN
RURAL ENVIRONMENT

BOSTJAN SLAK & BOJAN DOBOVSEK

University of Maribor, Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, Ljubljana, Slovenia
E-mail: bostjan.slak@fvv.uni-mb.si, bojan.dobovsek@fvv.uni-mb.si

Abstract Organised crime is a changing concept, and organised
crime groups survive and operate in all environmental and
societal settings. When examining where organised crime groups
are making the bulk of their profits, urban settings are
predominating, however rural settings (environment) play an
essential role as well. In rural areas, organised crime groups can
acquire their products (e.g., cannabis plantations and laboratories
hidden on farms or fields). Those products can then be smuggled
in-or-out of the country through the green border. Besides
products, people are smuggled via the same routes, including
human trafficking victims (e. g., women that are later forced into
prostitution). Data on organised crime offences [OCO] in
Slovenia (5,349 in total for the period 2009-2019; of which we
have location data for 85% 4549 offences) shows that most of
the OCO (61%) were recorded in settlements that have the status
of a city. When examining individual years, data is widely
dispersed with percentage for OCO recorded in non-city thus
rural setting raging the lowest 17% in 2015 to highest 65% in
2017, which is the only year when most OCOs were recorded in
the rural and not in city settlements. The average percentage in
the monitored period of OCO recorded in rural settlements is
38%, and this indicates that in Slovenia, organised crime groups
prefer to operate in an urban setting. However, future and more
in-depth studies should be made regarding the role of rural

settings and organised crime in Slovenia.
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SECURITY CHANGES FOR
CYBERSPACE USERS DURING
COVID-19

IGOR BERNIK

University of Maribor, Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, Ljubljana, Slovenia
E-mail: igor.bernik@fvv.uni-mb.si

Abstract The use of cyberspace changed during COVID-19.
The work has been transferred from a safe physical work
environment to a homework environment, and the work is
performed remotely. In addition, the technologies used are no
longer under the (security) supetvision of the company's
information technology experts. There is a security issue of
controlling technology, running workflows, and accessing data
and information of great value or requiring privacy protection.
The article presents the causes of change, user responses and
guidelines for the safe work of users in cyberspace. The paper
contributes to understanding the current situation, gives an
overview of the safe use of cyberspace, and an understanding of

the dangers for cyberspace users.
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SMART GRID CYBERSECURITY

MATJAZ TRUNKEL]J & BL.AZ MARKELJ

University of Maribor, Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, Ljubljana, Slovenia
E-mail: matjaz.trunkelj@student.um.si, blaz.markelj@fvv.uni-mb.si

Abstract Ensuring the cybersecurity of smart grids as part of a
country's critical infrastructure is an important factor that
requires organizations to establish modern cybersecurity
mechanisms. The interconnection of smart grids and the
integrated use of modern information and communication
technologies represent great security and functional challenge for
organizations in protecting their information assets. The
methods, used in the paper, are based on the study of
professional and scientific literature in the field of cybersecurity
of smart grids using primary and secondary sources and empirical
research conducted in two organizations, representatives of the
critical infrastructure sector of the Republic of Slovenia. Based
on the collected data and their analyses, the aim of the paper is
to identify and study factors that affect the importance of
cybersecurity mechanisms that the organization must take into
account when implementing smart grids. The limitation of this
empirical research is the focus on only the studied part of the
critical infrastructure sector and consequent failure to be fully
generalized to other segments of critical infrastructure in the
Republic of Slovenia due to the specifics of each critical
infrastructure segment. Presented data are useful for the studied
Keywords: organization, which can take additional measures to increase

smart  theirs cybersecurity resilience against cyber-hybrid attacks on

gids,  smart grids. Countering modern cyber-hybrid threats in today's
information and

communication  WOIld requires organizations to establish modern cybersecurity

technologies, mechanisms that must be able to protect smart grids and must

b . . . .

YPEEPACS he taken into account by national security policymakers at a
cyberthreats,

cybersecurity  National level.
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CYBER THREATS IN SLOVENIAN
URBAN AND RURAL
ENVIRONMENTS

GORAZD MESKO, ROK HACIN & KAJA PRISLAN

University of Maribor, Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, Ljubljana, Slovenia
E-mail: gorazd. mesko@fvv.uni-mb.si, rok.hacin@fvv.uni-mb.si,
kaja.prislan@fvv.uni-mb.si

Abstract Cybercrime presents an ever-growing security and
safety issue for the online population globally and locally. Hence,
cyber victimization studies are important for understanding
cybercrime-related issues and trends. The aim is to present the
influence of the residential setting on cyber-victimization. The
study focuses on cyber-victimization among general users in
Slovenian rural and urban environments. Surveying took place in
the winter months of 2019 in the form of a questionnaire. The
sample comprised 1,157 residents from all 12 statistical regions
in Slovenia. Findings show that residents in urban and rural
environments most often use the computer for random and
intentional web browsing. In the last 12 months, approximately
a quarter of them became a victim of a fake email message that
contained infected attachment or pop-ups that required re-
entering of the username or password. Residents in both
environments were most worried about receiving a fake email
message that contained an infected attachment or becoming a
victim of an online shopping scam. Results of the discriminant
analysis show that statistically significant differences exist
between residents’ perception of control over their victimization,
while no statistically significant differences were found in their
perception of possible victimization and consequences of
victimization in cyberspace. Residents who live in urban areas
felt more confident regarding their control over becoming a

victim of cyber threats.
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RESIDENTS ATTITUDES TOWARDS PLURAL
POLICING INSTITUTIONS’ CONTRIBUTIONS TO
SECURITY: COMPARISON BETWEEN THE
URBAN AND RURAL ENVIRONMENT IN
SLOVENIA

FRANC VIRTIC," KAJA PRISLAN,” MAJA MODIC,” MIHA
DvVOJMOC,> BERNARDA TOMINC,”> ANDRE] SOTLAR® &
BRANKO LOBNIKAR?

! Police Ditectorate Maribor, Directors’ Service, Matribot, Slovenia

E-mail: franc.virtic@policija.si

2 University of Maribor, Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, Ljubljana, Slovenia
E-mail: kaja.prislan@fvv.uni-mb.si, maja.modic@fvv.uni-mb.si,
miha.dvojmoc@fvv.uni-mb.si, bernarda.tominc@fvv.uni-mb.si,
andrej.sotlar@fvv.uni-mb.si

Abstract Policing modern societies is not the responsibility of
the public/state police organization alone. Besides state and local
police, there are organisations, which were not established to
police, but their tasks, nature of work, and special powers make
them “new police forces.” In recent decades, we have witnessed
that many other state/public, local, and private institutions have
begun to perform the tasks of ensuring safety. They were granted
special security and safety-related powers that are greater than
those of ordinary citizens. By a common term, we can refer to
them as plural policing institutions. Public opinion on the (plural)
policing institutions in democratic societies is essential, as it is
one of the critical indicators of the legitimacy of these institutions
and the public-private policing model. However, it should be
noted that, compared to the increasing volume of research on
public perceptions of police work, trust in other institutions of
plural policing is rare. In the paper, the authors are presenting
the results of a study conducted among residents in Slovenia (n
= 1,105) on their attitude towards plural policing institutions.
Furthermore, it also compares the residents' views on these
institutions’ contributions to security in local communities
according to the urbanisation level of their residence (rural vs.
urban).
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THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MUNICIPAL OR
INTER-MUNICIPAL POLICE DEPARTMENT IN
THE MUNICIPALITIES OF THE REPUBLIC OF
SLOVENIA AND HUNGARY

LAszLO CHRISTIAN"? & MIHA DvOMOC?

! Pazmany Péter Catholic University, Faculty of Law and Political Sciences, Budapest,
Hungary

E-mail: christian.laszlo@uni-nke.hu

2 National University of Public Service, Budapest, Hungary

E-mail: christian.laszlo@uni-nke.hu

3 University of Maribor, Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, Ljubljana, Slovenia
E-mail: miha.dvojmoc@fvv.uni-mb.si

Abstract The paper analyzes the characteristics of Municipal or
Intermunicipal Police Department in the Municipalities in
Slovenia and Hungary, with emphasis on comparing the
municipalities of both European Union members and compiling
a list of guidelines for the work of Municipal police departments.
In terms of local security, a wide range of municipal police
department's work and normative characteristics will be taken
into account and checked for both countries. In order to show
the actual status of Slovenia’s and Hungary’s municipal police
departments and carrying out a more detailed survey of their
work, comprising from the normative overview and the way of
working, relations between municipal or inter-municipal police
departments and other law policying subjects, systemization of
tasks, education and training, financing, uniform, powers,
control and controlling subjects etc. The paper, prepared
according to the methods of qualitative reports analysis and
comparative analysis, upgrades Slovenia’s research on a topic of
Municipal police department in the fields of powers and
sanctioning offences at the local level, in addition to comparing
it to the neighbouring country of Hungary. The paper provides

Keywords: . L. . .
an overview of the work of Municipal or Intermunicipal Police

municipal
police, Department of two European Union members and offers
department,  guidelines for the effective work of Municipal police

Chmgmsms’ departments, based on the findings deriving from the detailed
ungary, .o
Slovenia.  Survey of the current departmental work characteristics and

comparison  intercountry comparison.
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VIOLENCE IN THE BALKANS —
RURAL PERSPECTIVES

ANNA-MARIA GETOS KALAC & DALIA PRIBISALIC
University of Zagteb, Faculty of Law, Zagreb, Croatia

E-mail: agetos@pravo.ht, dpribisalic@pravo.hr

Abstract The authors will provide an introduction to the
thematic panel on violence in the Balkans with a particular focus
on rural perspectives. This introductory part will be followed by
major highlights from the Balkan Homicide Study (BHS) that
analyses over 2,000 (attempted) homicide cases from Croatia,
Hungary, Kosovo, Macedonia, Romania and Slovenia. Within
the context of these overall findings on regional commonalities
and differences in lethal violence characteristics (offenders,
victims, cases) the authors will discuss rural perspectives. By
comparing offender/victim/case characteristics of incidents
committed in capital and major cities vs those committed in a
rural setting the authors will look at the regional level, but also

focus particularly on Croatia.
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CHARACTERISTICS OF HOMICIDES
IN SLOVENIAN URBAN AND RURAL
AREAS

ROK HACIN & GORAZD MESKO

University of Maribor, Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, Ljubljana, Slovenia

E-mail: rok.hacin@fvv.uni-mb.si, gorazd.mesko@fvv.uni-mb.si

Abstract The study focused on the characteristics of homicides

in Slovenia in the period 2010-2014. In general, Slovenia records

one of the lowest homicide rates (e.g., in the study period, 133
homicides (including attempts were committed according to
prosecution data). Comparison between urban and rural areas

shows that in both environments: 1) the number of attempts is

higher than completed homicides, 3) basic homicide is the
predominant form of homicide, followed by qualified homicide,

3) cold weapons were most often used, 4) offenders were
predominately Slovenians with lower levels of education and
below-average income, 5) approximately a third of the offenders

had prior convictions and were intoxicated with alcohol in the

time of the offence, 0) victims were predominately Slovenians

who had some form of the previous relationship with the
offender, and 7) most of the victims were not intoxicated in the

time of the offence. Differences between the areas are seen in

the motive for homicide (in rural areas, the primary motive was

general conflict, while in urban areas, offenders had no particular

motive) and relationships between the victim and the offender.

In urban areas, the victim and offender were most often

Keywords: ~acquaintances, while in rural areas, the victim and the offender
}zz’f’;‘;‘i were members of the same core family. In general, there are no
Victim: significant differences in the homicide characteristics in urban
ruraland — and rural areas, which can be attributed to specific settlement
urban

) characteristics in Slovenia, where the border between the rural
CﬂVlf()ﬂmCﬂtS,

Slovenia and urban areas is often blurred.
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BALKAN HOMICIDE STUDY IN
ROMANIA

ANDRA-ROXANA TRANDAFIR! & REANA BEZIC?

!'University of Bucharest, Faculty of Law, Bucharest, Romania

E-mail: andra.trandafir@drept.unibuc.ro

2 Univetsity of Zagteb, Faculty of Law, Zagreb, Croatia

E-mail: reana.bezic@violence-lab.eu

Abstract The Balkan Homicide Study in Romania collected and
analysed original empirical data on the most severe type of
violence, homicides. The study analyses finalised as well as
attempted homicide offences through the thorough examination
of the regional samples of prosecution and court cases for the
five-year period 2010-2014. This presentation attempts to
answer questions on the phenomenology of homicides,
characteristics of victims and offenders, their relationships,
situational circumstances and questions regarding criminal
proceeding in Romania focusing on differences between urban

and rural communities.
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RURAL CRIME AND POLICING IN
THE POMURJE REGION, SLOVENIA
— A CASE STUDY

KATJA EMAN

University of Maribor, Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, Ljubljana, Slovenia
E-mail: katja.eman@fvv.uni-mb.si

Abstract Pomurje is one of the most remote and least developed
regions in Slovenia, where the rural environment predominates.
Rural environments are specific for some crime forms, divided
into four categories: 1) agricultural or farm crime, 2) equine
crime, 3) wildlife crime, and 4) heritage crime. The paper aims to
discuss the rural crime occurrence and related rural policing in
the Pomurje region. We analysed crime statistics and conducted
structured interviews with the commanders of five police
stations in the area of Police Directorate Murska Sobota, where
each police station’s area has its specifics with accordingly
organized police work. Individual criminal offences are typical in
all areas and do not differ from criminal offences in urban areas
(e.g., theft, robbery, vandalism, fraud). Illegal migration, crime
related to motorway stops along the Pomurje motorway,
environmental crime, crime related to Roma, domestic violence,
especially against the women and elderly, and illegal drug
production are the most prominent forms of rural crime in the
Pomutje region. Socio-economic  factors of  smaller
environments are reflected in rural settings and impact crime and
policing. Small size, mutual knowledge, and coherence reduce
police operations' rigour and affect police officer’s judgment.
Police officers in Pomurje stick to the words “together with the
people for a safe local community.” Results show that good
interpersonal relations and cooperation with the residents,
committed and professional police officers, and management
support ate essential factors for successful policing in rural areas,

reflected in a high percentage of investigated criminal offences.
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COMPARING POLICE VISIBILITY
BETWEEN URBAN AND RURAL
AREAS IN SLOVENIA

MAJA MODIC & VANJA ERCULJ

University of Maribor, Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, Ljubljana, Slovenia
E-mail: maja.modic@fvv.uni-mb.si, vanja.crculj@fvv.uni-mb.si

Abstract The purpose of this conference paper was to closely
examine perceived police visibility in Slovenia. Making the police
visible while they are performing typical police tasks has become
an important issue especially within community policing
initiatives. Previous research shows that there is a positive
correlation between perceived police visibility and public
satisfaction with the police. Moreover, the public usually wants
the police to be more present on the streets. These public
perceptions might differ, depending on the urban or rural
character of the community. The existent knowledge and
findings of previous research in this specific field are mixed. We
believe that the awareness of potential differences in urban
versus rural public perceptions is essential for further
development of policing research and practice. The objective of
the research was to examine and compare the police visibility
between the rural and urban areas in Slovenia. For this purpose,
a survey including a panel sample of participants was performed.
A questionnaire included adjusted police visibility scales from
Salmi et al. (2000) and Adams (2004). Standard translation —
back-translation procedure was followed. Validity and reliability
of the questionnaire were assessed and multiple linear regression
was used to examine the relationship between the rural/urban
area and police visibility, controlled for other demographic

variables. The findings are discussed in this conference paper.
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POLICE, TEXT ALERT AND
COMMUNITY. SKETCHING THE FIELD
OF RURAL SECURITY IN IRELAND

ARTUR PYTLARZ

Technological University Dublin, School of Languages, Law and Social Sciences,
Dublin, Ireland

E-mail: artur.a.pytlarz@tudublin.ie

Abstract Up until now, criminological research focused on the
nature of rural crime and security in Ireland has been minimal.
Undertaking such research is immediately met with many
theoretical and empirical challenges. One of these is the nature
and depth of rural transformation driven by an advancing,
globalised society. Examples of this include the decline in
agricultural employment, greater connectivity to main hubs via
an improved transportation grid and informational networks, or
the closure of post offices, and police stations. A related
challenge concerns how rural dwellers perceive these changes
and how this shapes their sense of security. This paper will
attempt to outline the field of security in rural Ireland. The
presented data were obtained during a series of observations
conducted in the Irish countryside duting community meetings
concerning the operation of the Text Alert Scheme, at the
moment the dominant crime prevention initiative being a
mixture of community engagement and use of informational
technology. Conducted observations were used to map and
analyse the politics of rural security using the concept of field,
where the field should be understood as a symbolic and narrative
space occupied by players within criminal justice. Therefore, the
interactions between three main actors: the police force, NGO
and rural dwellers recorded during the observations were used in
the research of rural security governance with a strong emphasis
on the nuanced and complicated nature of the interplay and
negotiation between these players who often play “the same”

game but are hoping to achieve their own goals.
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AGRICULTURAL VEHICLES — A NEW
RISING TREND OF PROPERTY
CRIMES IN RURAL AREAS OF
LITHUANIA

JANINA JUSKEVICIUTE & SNIEGUOLE MATULIENE

Mykolas Romeris University, Academy of Public Security, Vilnius, Lithuania

E-mail: kriminalistika02@gmail.com, m.sniega@mruni.cu

Abstract Property related crimes are the most common crimes
in many countries. An increasing number of reports on thefts of
agricultural vehicles in Lithuania indicates a new crime trend in
rural areas. Modern agricultural vehicles equipped with advanced
technology ate high-value property and have become a target for
theft. As a result, such thefts cause substantial financial damage
to farmers. The study presents a review of recent tractor theft
cases in Lithuania with the aim to determine the reasons that led
to higher rates of such crimes, challenges farmers and forensic
investigators face in an attempt to solve the cases and to suggest
measures for crime prevention. The analysis of cases over the
period 2016-2020 indicates that there are many factors that
account for the increase in property crime rates in rural areas with
tractors becoming more desirable targets for criminals. One of
the key factors is changes in the economic situation of farmers —
they receive EU income supportt, part of which enables farmers
to obtain high-cost agricultural vehicles. This has expanded the
second-hand market with the opportunity to re-sell high-value
agricultural vehicles in the country or abroad. Such crimes are
carefully planned and in many cases, the offenders have
underlying motives to commit the crime due to personal relations
with the farmers. The percentage of solved cases together with
target hardening measures implemented are the main issues to be
taken into account in discussion on safety measures and vehicle

theft control in rural areas.
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PROTECTION OF DOMESTIC
ANIMALS BY THE CZECH CRIMINAL
LAW

DAvID CEP

Masaryk University, Faculty of Law, and Supreme Court of the Czech Republic, Brno,
Czech Republic

E-mail: david.cep@law.muni.cz

Abstract Animals are living beings endowed with senses and
thus able to feel pain, fear, and also to suffer from deprivation of
basic life needs. These simple facts may be presented as the core
reason that led to establishing the protection of animals by
various branches of law, both on national and international
levels. In this contribution, I focus on the issue of violence
against one specific group of animals — domestic ones — and the
possibilities of their protection under the Czech criminal law.
Main attention is given to the definition of abuse and
maltreatment of domestic animals according to the Czech

Keywords: .. . .
ngrem criminal legislation de lege lata, causes of such maltreatment
ciminology, ~ (including lack of legal knowledge of perpetrators) which may

erime,  sionificantly differ in rural areas in comparison with urban areas,
maltreatment,

typical cases of abuse or insufficient care described in judicial

domestic
animals,  practice and possibilities of prevention of such criminal acts. Last
legislati .
cen Ziloini but notleast I also provide few notes on the current development
judicia

practice  Of the Czech legislation in this particular field.
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CRIME RELATED TO NEW
PSYCHOACTIVE SUBSTANCES IN
RURAL SEGREGATES OF MISKOLC
IN HUNGARY

VARI VINCE

National University of Public Service, Faculty of Law Enforcement, Budapest, Hungary
E-mail: vari.vince@uni-nke.hu

Abstract Hungary is a prime example of how socio-cultural,
economic and social disparities between different parts of the
country and communities lead to the widening of the gap
between rural and urban crime. Despite the economic policy
aspirations of the last decade, the countryside has become
increasingly disadvantaged. Income disparities continued to
widen. Residents of segregated areas of the underdeveloped
regions are no longer able to catch up with the fast-paced capital
city or western Hungary. As they are tempted to reach the
advanced and coveted metropolitan standard of living in any
way. For this reason, one of the characteristic forms of crime in
rural areas has been the sale of psychoactive substances in
segregated areas. These substances of uncertain composition and
mode of action cause enormous social damage in these areas,
especially among young people, thereby catalyzing social and
economic problems and preserving underdevelopment. While
we may be aware that crime patterns related to conventional
drugs, and even forms of crime against violent property, are
increasingly diminishing in view of the financial gain that can be
achieved with new psychoactive substances and the low risk of
being caught and punished. I illustrate the situation by presenting
the crime situation of the former industrial city of Miskolc in the
north-east of the country. Demonstrating the legal and social

complexity of the criminology problem.
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FLYING Low, PERFORMING HIGH: THE USE
OF UNMANNED AERIAL SYSTEMS IN
COUNTERING ILLICIT WASTE TRAFFICKING

SERGIO BIANCHI & SOPHIE KENNEALL

Agenfor International, Milano, Italy

E-mail: agenfor.international@pec.it, sophie. kenneally@agenformedia.com

Abstract Waste management is a billion-dollar transnational
industry. Like all lucrative industries, it attracts profit-seeking
criminals across the globe, infiltrating polycriminal networks and
resulting in devastating environmental, economic, and public

health consequences. The actors involved are entrepreneurial.

Their repertoire of modi operandi includes covert transport
operations, exploitation of corrupt officials, false labelling, and

neglect of legal waste processing requirements. Innovative as

these may be, such offences invariably leave an environmental
footprint, unmissable provided the right detection tools are
available. One such tool is the unmanned aerial system or drone.

Widely used in the security sector, but underexploited in eco-
security, the deployment of drones to counter illicit waste
trafficking (IWT) warrants deeper analysis. This paper will first
provide an analytical overview of the current situation of IWT,
concentrating on its effects on rural environments in Central and
Eastern Europe (CEE). It will present what is known about the

modi operandi of traffickers, building on several case studies

from CEE. Secondly, the paper will elucidate the environmental

traces left by illegally trafficked or disposed waste, before
presenting an analysis of drone use and combinable technologies

in counter-IWT. Here, the paper aims to identify the different
sensors that can be held in the payload to detect risks and
understand how data collected from these can be combined and
Keywords: ~correlated. Finally, the paper will elicit the unexploited
drones,  capabilities and potential of drones in air-, toxic spot- and
environmental

i landfill-monitoring, calculation of airspace, and waste movement
crime, . - .
waste  tracking  providing concrete recommendations for law

wafficking enforcement and environmental agencies.
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ENVIRONMENTAL CRIME
PROSECUTION IN BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA: TRENDS AND
PERSPECTIVES

HAJRIJA SJERCIC-COLIC,! HARIS HALILOVIC? &
NEBOJSA BOJANIC?

! University of Sarajevo, Faculty of Law, Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina

E-mail: h.sijercic.colic@pfsa.unsa.ba

2 University of Sarajevo, Faculty of Criminal Justice, Criminology and Security Studies,
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina

E-mail: hhalilovic@fkn.unsa.ba, nbojanic@ftkn.unsa.ba

Abstract Environmental crime with the rise of awareness related
to the importance of nature as the sole and irreplaceable soutrce
of life today became an important part of global and national
criminal justice policies. Those trends are followed in Bosnia and
Herzegovina although not with equal intensity. Public awareness
is still much more prone to consider corruption and other forms
of crime, in particular violent crime, to be the main threat to
society and its welfare. On the other side, as traditionally
protection of the environment was and still is part of other legal
branches, in particular administrative law, Bosnia and
Herzegovina criminal justice system have yet to develop more
efficient strategies on both prevention and prosecution of
environmental crime. The Paper discusses the range of
environmental crime incrimination according to laws in Bosnia
and Herzegovina as well the specific trends in prosecution
including the major problems encountered during investigation
and proving of this form of crime. Due attention is paid to
corporate criminal liability which gets more importance in
contemporary criminal law and is particularly important
concerning environmental crime. Finally, part of the paper are
findings related to environmental crime share in total crime

statistics in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
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WATER CRIMES AND GOVERNANCE
IN SLOVENIA

KATJA EMAN & GORAZD MESKO

University of Maribor, Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, Ljubljana, Slovenia
E-mail: katja.eman@fvv.uni-mb.si, gorazd. mesko@fvv.uni-mb.si

Abstract Due to the limited quantities of water, a growing world
population, and its unique importance for living beings, water
demands are increasing. In addition to the amount of water
available, its quality is also essential. Water crimes include various
types of offences ranging from the pilfering of water from
pipelines and water pollution to fraud and illegal trafficking of
water, etc., and are challenging to detect, investigate, and
prosecute. We take the Republic of Slovenia as a case study. Due
to the geographical position, Slovenia has a wealth of natural
resources, and even though it is one of the smallest countries in
Europe, it is one of the richest concerning water resources. In
this study, the nature of crimes against water resources, as well
as challenges regarding water governance and policing water
crimes, are discussed. Rural (green) criminology must go in the
direction of expanding the field of water protection and water

crime prevention.
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FIELD GUARDS IN HUNGARY:
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND,
PRESENT OVERVIEW AND FUTURE
PERSPECTIVES

LASZ1LO CHRISTIAN"? & JOZSEF BACSARD’

! Pazmany Péter Catholic University, Faculty of Law and Political Sciences, Budapest,
Hungary

E-mail: christian laszlo@uni-nke.hu

2 National University of Public Service, Budapest, Hungary

E-mail: christian laszlo@uni-nke.hu

3 Municipality of Bibolna, Babolna, Hungary

E-mail: jozsef.bacsardi@gmail.com

Abstract Municipalities in Hungary have played a significant role
in the maintenance of rural security for centuries through the
operation of field guards, formerly field police, as a local
governmental law enforcement body. Laying down the legal
framework for the operation of field guards in the 19th century
and these frameworks which have hardly changed in the socialist
period still defines the security tasks of local governments
concerning the outer areas of the municipalities. Field guards,
although unavoidable actors in rural policing, were not the
subject of research before, therefore the authors of the paper
examined the legal framework and practical tasks of field guards.
Based on the research, the image of a service-providing local
government law enforcement agency emerged, the role of which
is growing year by year due to the unique funding among the

local government law enforcement agencies.
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ENVIRONMENTAL CRIME IN BOSNIA
AND HERZEGOVINA: LEGISLATION(S),
JUDICIAL PRACTICE AND STATISTICS

HARIS HALILOVIC,! HAJRIJA SIJERCIC-COLIC,?
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! University of Sarajevo, Faculty of Criminal Justice, Criminology and Security Studies,
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina

E-mail: hhalilovic@fkn.unsa.ba, emuratbegovic@fkn.unsa.ba, mbudimlic@fkn.unsa.ba
2 Univetsity of Sarajevo, Faculty of Criminal Justice, Criminology and Security Studies,
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina

E-mail: hhalilovic@fkn.unsa.ba

Abstract Environmental protection with the rise of awareness
related to the importance of nature as the sole and irreplaceable
source of life today has become an important part of global and
national legal policies. Besides the other forms of environmental
protection on a national level, which are mostly in the domain of
administrative law, an important area of the legal protection of
the environment are the rules of criminal law. These rules are
aimed at environment protection through deterrence and
punishment for criminal acts against nature and related crimes
which are known as environmental crime. In Bosnia and
Herzegovina environmental crime includes a wide range of
criminal offences against nature and natural resources,
agriculture and animals. Based on the constitutional organization
in the criminal law jurisdiction domain, these offences are not
part of the state-level criminal law legislation but legislation at the
entity level of Federation BiH and Republika Stpska including
the legislation of Brcko district BiH, as well. However, it needs

Keywords:
to be said that some forms of criminal offences against the Bosniaand
environment are defined by state criminal law legislation as a Herzegovina,

. A . environmental
specific form of other criminal offences. Paper discusses the legal e

nature of these offences in Bosnia and Herzegovina criminal law  legislation(s),

L ) . . il
legislation(s) with the main focus on the adequacy of their legal " ‘Ctl,a

e . .. . practice,

definitions and prescribed criminal sanctions. statistics
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COMBATING CRIME AGAINST
HUMAN HEALTH AND SAFETY IN
RURAL AREAS

VELIMIR RAKOCEVIC' & ALEKSANDRA JOVANOVIC?

! University of Montenegro, Faculty of Law, Podgorica, Montenegro

E-mail: veljorakocevic@yahoo.com

2 Basic State Prosecutor's Office, Podgortica, Montenegro

E-mail: aleksandrajovanovic417@gmail.com

Abstract The focus of the research of this paper is the
phenomenology of criminal offences of non-compliance with
health regulations for the suppression of dangerous infectious
diseases in rural areas of Montenegro and their comparison with
the commission of these crimes in urban areas of this country.
In Montenegro, in 2020, the number of persons reported for
crimes against human health increased by 833.86%. Out of that,
the largest number of committed criminal acts is non-compliance
with health regulations for the suppression of dangerous
infectious diseases, 2377. Concerning the place of commission,
420 or 17.6% of these criminal acts were committed in a rural
area. The number of 530 or 22.2% of these crimes were
committed in the subutbs. The number of 1,457 or 65.2% of
these crimes were committed in the city area. In relation to the
time of committing criminal offences in rural areas in the
observed period, most criminal offences 289 or 68.8% were
committed during the night. In Montenegro, in the first months
of the COVID-19 pandemic, there was a strict application of
legislation ordering measures to combat the pandemic, and in

Keywords:  that period there were more persons deprived of their liberty

crime,

pandemic,  than infected persons. These measures were later relaxed and a

rural - Jarge number of cases of violations of anti-epidemic measures

area, . . .

iy WETE treated in misdemeanour proceedings. These forms of rural
crimina

phenomenology ~ ctime during the pandemic will be discussed in detail.
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THE ILLEGAL HUNTING
PHENOMENON IN BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA

SANDRA KOBAJICA
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Abstract Hunting in Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) has a long-
standing tradition. Favourable ecological conditions in the
country provide survival and breeding of various game species in
a relatively small area. During the war period, wildlife was
systematically destroyed, while illegal hunting has been remaining
an enormous issue concerning species reduction in a hunting
grounds of BiH. However, criminological research of such green
crime is lacking in BiH. This study examines the nature of illegal
hunting in BiH through a green criminological lens. The main
objectives of the study are to outline the criminalisation of illegal
hunting activities and law enforcement mechanisms, as well as to
determine the extent and distribution of registered illegal hunting
crimes in BiH. An overview of illegal hunting activities derives
from official justice statistics of the relevant offices of statistics.
Although there are no reliable estimates of the scale of hidden
illegal hunting crime in BiH, the study findings indicate that the
majority of these crimes remain unreported. Additionally,
findings will be presented in more detail, drawing attention to

key debates and future directions for discussion.

rnY
-ﬁ- DOI https://doi.org/10.18690/978-961-286-505-4
ISBN 978-961-286-505-4

University of Maribor Press

Keywords:
illegal
hunting,
game,

green
criminology,
laws and
regulations,
Bosnia and

Herzegovina



62 CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND SECURITY IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE: BOOK OF ABSTRACTS




SAFETY AND SECURITY
PERSPECTIVES |






Safety and Security Perspectives |

65

A »META-RIGHT« IN LOCAL CONTEXT: THE
REGULATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
RIGHT TO SECURITY IN LOCAL COMMUNITIES
IN SLOVENIA
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Abstract Drawing from the maxim, that security is an inclusive
public good and fundamental right that must be accessible to all
residents of local communities, we will explore in our
presentation the legal regulation of the right to security in local
communities. We will clarify in general terms how the right to
security is enshrined and protected in the Slovenian legal system.
The status of the right to security in the Slovenian law is
somehow paradoxical. In most important legal documents, such
as international human rights conventions and the Constitution,
the right to security is merely mentioned but not defined in
substance. Nevertheless, the right to security as a fundamental
human right and value extends itself to all segments and at all
levels of the legal order, including the local level. Special attention
will be drawn to the regulation and sanctioning of minor offences
by the local communities that fall within the competences of
municipal councils, warden services and inspection services.
Among the tools for providing safety and security that fall within
the competences of municipal councils, municipal warden Keywords:

right to

services and inspection services, is, inter alia, the regulation and .
security,

sanctioning of minor offences. A municipality may prescribe a  local

minor offence and the fine that is imposed if/when such an communites,

minor

offence has been committed only for violations of the grepces

regulations that the municipality itself issued within the limits of ~ warden
its competences. We will present open questions and dilemmas iser;me:i’
nspection
about these issues. services
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Abstract This paper points to the need for the security system
and the police to be further trained for situations of population
migration from rural areas, due to changes in the structure of
crimes and the work of the police according to old models of
organizing, functioning and equipping. Reasons are a disrespect
of the profession, science and vocation, which affects the
efficiency of police work in rural areas. The practical
implementation of work is geared towards security issues in rural
areas, members of the police force and security entities of other
countries that form part of the regional and wider security
system. Problems of scientific and practical truth, in the current
national security system,were perceived and explored. We tried
to explain, using the synthesis method, problems in the
functioning of the security system, security prevention and the
police force, by suggesting activities and actions immanent to the
needs of the police's efficient work and an effective security
system. This work is the result of research into the state of the
security system and the police force under new conditions in
rural areas. Shortcomings related to the cumbersomeness,

inefficiency, irrationality of the police force in rural areas have

Key“’o]rde: been presented, which impose the need to adapt the work to new
polee, .. .
erimina conditions, following modern European standards. The reform
education, would equalize the efficiency of the security system in rural with
prcwnm_)tn’ those in urban areas, with the ability to, and the need for,
security,

reform  cooperation with other countries, especially EU member states.
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ENSURING ROAD SAFETY: SPECIFIC
PECULIARITIES IN THE NORTH
CAUCASUS REPUBLICS
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Abstract Road safety is a global problem. Mortality rates from
road traffic accidents continue to rise. In 2000, road traffic
fatalities were the 10th leading death cause in the world; a little
more than 15 years later, in 2016, they were the 8th leading cause
of death. According to the world country ranking of traffic
fatalities, Russia ranks 72nd among 175 countries, in 2015, it
ranked 87th. Despite traffic accidents reduction, their level
remains relatively high, and the number of fatalities in one year
alone is generally comparable to the population of a small
Russian town. The problem of preventing road accidents has
been devoted considerable attention; it is studied by scientists
and practitioners from different perspectives, first of all, from
the viewpoint of improved legislation and enhanced
accountability. However, despite the measures taken, the number
of fatalities on the roads is changing, but insignificantly and very
slowly. Such a situation is a consequence of complex factors. The
republics of the North Caucasus differ in certain features from
other regions of Russia. These peculiarities are primarily related
to traditional Caucasian customs. However, there are also certain
differences between the republics themselves on road safety
matters. The problem of road safety in the republics of the North
Caucasus is unlikely to be solved only by criminal law means. The

situation analysis demonstrates the need to adjust the state

strategy in the field of road safety policy for different regions of

the country.
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SAFETY AND SECURITY IN LOCAL
COMMUNITIES — AN OVERVIEW OF
RESEARCH IN SLOVENIA

ZALA OSTERC, LANA RUPAR, PRIMOZ NOVAK &
JOST MESKO

University of Maribor, Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, Ljubljana, Slovenia
E-mail: zala.osterc@student.um.si, lana.rupar@student.um.si,
primoz.novak5@student.um.si, jost. mesko@student.um.si

Abstract Safety and security in local communities is an
important part of national security as a whole and can contribute
to the principles of democracy and decentralization of power. It
can be defined as a preventive activity, as it focuses on groups
that are more at risk to be victims of crime, and focuses on
aspects such as how to improve people's participation in the
community, how local control can be improved and how state
institutions should work in the community. The paper presents
research in the field of safety and security in the local
communities in Slovenia. We summarized the studies conducted
from 2000 to 2015, which focused on the community policing,
involvement of various institutions relevant to local community
safety and security, and fear of crime. The emphasis of all
conducted research was mainly on public safety and crime. There
are presented seven proceedings, created within the Program
Group of the Faculty of Security Sciences for Security in Local
Communities in 2015, where research and studies cover
integrated issues of safety and security in the local environment.
They include legal and sociological aspects of security, policing,

cybersecurity, and many more. Because Slovenia is mainly a rural

Ke};"""‘d: country, increasing attention to safety and security in rural areas
safety an . . L.
sccurity, 18 paid. The focus on research on rural safety and security issues
local  is therefore welcomed, as it opens up new fields of research, and
ity, . . .
commun 151 the need to identify and develop new research techniques and
research,

Slovenia  findings for the beforementioned field.
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HANDLING WEAPONS AS A SOURCE
OF SECURITY THREATS IN THE
LOCAL ENVIRONMENT

BOJAN TICAR' & MARTIN MUZENIC?

! University of Maribor, Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, Ljubljana, Slovenia
E-mail: bojan.ticar@fvv.uni-mb.si

2 State Administrative District, Koper, Slovenia

E-mail: martin.muzenic@gov.si

Abstract We will present at the conference the possible sources of
endangering the safety of weapons handling in violation of the legal
rules in Slovenian local communities. We want to shed light on the
security risks posed by the actual use of weapons around local
communities. Namely, the general position has been adopted,
according to which weapons are by their nature a dangerous thing,
which, if misused, poses a direct threat to life, health and safety of
people and public order. Injuries and deaths due to the use of firearms
are serious public health issues in many countries. Accidental deaths
and injuries due to the use of firearms represent a small but significant
proportion of all deaths and injuries related to the use of firearms. The
victim, however, can be either the shooter himself or a random
individual. The causes lie mainly in incompetence, carelessness, and
recklessness, and often the presence of alcohol also contributes to
weapons accidents. The article thus focuses primarily on the analysis of
security threats arising from the execution of shootings on civilian
shooting ranges, shooting ranges or land used by individuals and
shooting organizations and in hunting grounds. These areas are
generally located within local communities, which can pose a serious
security risk to local communities. It should be noted that limited access
to weapons, in conjunction with appropriate regulation, is the most
effective measure to reduce the number of injuries and deaths related

to weapons.
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THE LINK BETWEEN
UNEMPLOYMENT AND
CRIMINALITY OF BURGLARY INTO
WEEKEND HOUSES IN THE CZECH
REPUBLIC

JAN BREN

University of Defence, Centre for Security and Military Strategic Studies, Brno, Czech
Republic

E-mail: jan.bren@unob.cz

Abstract The paper discusses the link between unemployment
and criminality of burglary into weekend houses which are
mostly situated in rural areas. Although burglary into weekend
houses creates a small part of overall criminality in the Czech
Republic, this type of criminality happens every six hours. Some
publications, studies and analyses point to unemployment as an
important factor in increasing the criminality rate. The main
target of this article is to find out if unemployment has affected
the criminality rate of burglary into weekend houses in rural areas
in the Czech Republic. In order to calculate results, we gathered
monthly data (relevant indexes and indicators, which express
unemployment and criminality rate) in fourteen districts of the
Czech Republic in the time period 2013-2019. Using relevant

statistical methods (correlation and regression analysis), we made

Keywords: . L. o .
burglary, & cOmprehensive statement about the statistically significant link
criminality,  between those two variables. This paper shows the fact, that
link,

increasing unemployment has impacted the increased burgla
statistics, ) ploy p glary

unemployment  1nto weekend houses in the Czech Republic.
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MIGRANTS AND RURAL SAFETY IN
SERBIA: WHETHER SERBIA
PROTECTS MIGRANTS FROM
CORONAVIRUS OR POPULATION
FROM MIGRANTS?

VELJKO TURANJANIN

University of Kragujevac, Faculty of Law, Kragujevac, Serbia

E-mail: turanjaninveljko@gmail.com

Abstract A key element of the EU's evolution is the abolition of
internal borders and the establishment of the freedom of
movement, which, however, is not accompanied by a single legal
system. The migrant crisis is not calming down and in the last six
decades, the nature and character of these migrations have
changed. The author in this work deals with the problem of the
position of migrants in rural areas in Serbia during the
coronavirus epidemic situation. During the state of emergency,
Serbia adopted measures by which migrants were imprisoned in
migration centres and in a way deprived of their liberty. The
explanation of the Government states that it was done for the
health safety of migrants. The question is whether in this way the
state wanted to protect migrants’ health or citizens from
migrants, taking into account the increased violence between
migrants and the local population. The author conducted a
survey in these areas, explain in detail the results of the research,

based on which he gives a conclusion.
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Ri1SK COMMUNICATION IN CASE OF
UNAUTHORIZED USE OF SULPHITES AS A FOOD
ADDITIVE

ELIZABETA MICOVIC

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food, Ljubljana, Slovenia

E-mail: elizabeta.micovic@gov.si

Abstract Risk communication is utilized to support the
exchange of information and opinions on food safety risks and
related factors among relevant stakeholders (governments,
consumers, food business operators, non-government
organizations, experts, media and others) and can enable
consumers to make informed decisions and choices. The
purpose of this article is to present a real case study of risk
communication in the area of ensuring food safety. Sulphites are
a group of compounds composed of sulphur dioxide (SO2) and
several inorganic sulphite salts that may liberate SO2 under
appropriate conditions. As food additives are authorized to use
in some foodstuffs and beverages to prevent oxidation and
bacterial growth and then to prolong shelf-life. Using sulphites
in meat preparations and fresh meat is not allowed, because they
can enhance food appearance by inhibiting discolouration and
give the product a more attractive appearance. Sulphite is an
allergen and unsafe for consumers who suffer from allergic
reactions to sulphites. Consuming sulphite-containing foods may
cause an allergic reaction and food intolerance symptoms in
sensitive  individuals, such as asthmatic reactions and
bronchospasm, occasionally severe, hives, flushing, bradycardia,
Keywords: a5 well as prominent gastrointestinal symptoms. This article aims

Bk o present risk communication of unlawful use of sulphites by

communication, . . . .
fooq SOome food business operators in Slovenia. The responsible

safety, authority in Slovenia is determined the food fraud, violation of
sulphites,  several regulations of food safety legislation and violation of
C(’?su;ncr consumer protection law. In this case, the challenge is how to
protection, . . . .
official  communicate with the public and to inform consumers properly,

control  tO protect their health.
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SECURITY OF HOME - CRIME
PREVENTION BASED ON THE
COMMUNITY

TATJANA GERGINOVA
University St. Kliment Ohridski, Faculty of Security, Skopje, Northern Macedonia

E-mail: tanjagerginova@gmail.com

Abstract Within the paper, the author will give an overview of
the crime in the Republic of North Macedonia (statistics on
reported crimes in the country for the period 2008-2017).
Furthermore, the author will point out the need to develop the
concept of “community security”. In order to prevent crime,
Emphasis should be placed on the multisectoral approach that
should involve the public, private and civil society sectors in
developing crime-based policies. The need for a local response
to crime has developed the concept of “community security”,
which has become a current topic of public, political and
scientific debate. The author determines the aspects through
which this approach will be realized. The main goal of that
approach is to improve the quality of life in the community in
which citizens, individually and collectively, will be protected
from threats and fear as a result of criminal and other socially
negative behaviours. It includes economic, social, cultural
changes at the local and national level in the country. The content
will be based on an analysis of domestic and foreign literature
and using electronic content. The subject of research in this
paper is the prevention of crime at the local level by
implementing the concept of "community security". The aim of
the research in this paper is to achieve the security of the citizens
and the home, through the preventive role of the private, public

and civil sector at the local level.
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SEXUAL VIOLENCE AND HARASSMENT IN
NIGHTLIFE ENTERTAINMENT SPOTS IN
SLOVENIA — THE MEDIA REPORTS ANALYSIS

TINKARA BULOVEC & KATJA EMAN

University of Maribor, Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, Ljubljana, Slovenia
E-mail: tinkara.bulovec@fvv.uni-mb.si, katja.eman@fvv.uni-mb.si

Abstract This paper aims to present pilot research of Slovenian
media reports about sexual violence and harassment in nightlife
entertainment spots in Slovenia in the period between 1. 1. 2014
and 30. 6. 2020. Slovenian media Delo, Dnevnik, Vecer, 24ut,
RTVSLO, and a few topic-related articles in other online media
were included in the analysis. The media review followed the
combination of the keywords: sexual violence, harassment, and
rape. Using text data analysis program MaxQDA 2020, we
conducted a qualitative study of 90 reports. The most frequent
terms used in researched articles were: GHB [gamma-
hydroxybutyric acid] known as rape drug, police, court/law,
Ljubljana (the capital city of Slovenia), and acts referring to
inappropriate, prohibited, or criminal acts. A pilot quantitative
investigation of Slovenian media shows us some preliminary
conclusions. Firstly, sexual harassment, particularly in nightlife
entertainment spots, is in Slovenian media underrepresented.
Mentioned is noticeable in a small number of articles found in
the research. Secondly, articles were mostly focused on reporting
about the occurrence of “rape drugs” GHB, which was most
frequently reported by the media in 2014. It is noticeable that the
most severe cases of sexual violence, e.g., rape, dealt with by law
enforcement (police and court), were in the focus of media
reports, “less severe” forms of harassment were rarely
mentioned. Lastly, the reporting was focused on offences and
offenders concerning criminal procedures. We noticed some
awareness-raising and prevention related to drug abuse, but

otherwise, it was missing in the analysed media reports.

rnY
T:ﬂ - DOI https://doi.org/10.18690/978-961-286-505-4
g ISBN 978-961-286-505-4

University of Maribor Press

Keywords:
sexual
violence and
harassment,
nightlife,
entertainment,
media

reports,

Slovenia



80 CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND SECURITY IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE: BOOK OF ABSTRACTS

GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE IN CROATIA FROM
THE POINT OF VIEW OF PROFESSIONAL
WOMEN

ANITA DREMEL! & RENATO MATIC?

! Josip Juraj Strossmayer University, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Osijek,

Croatia

E-mail: anitadremel@gmail.com

2 University of Zagreb, Faculty of Croatian Studies, Zagreb, Croatia

E-mail: rmatic@hrstud.hr

Abstract Although significant legal dimensions of equality have

been achieved, there are still persistent social dimensions of
inequality of women. In an attempt to examine some reasons for

this, we aimed to look into personal experience, views and stories

of women working in courts (judges), social services and the

police who professionally deal with the cases of gender-based
violence. Our analysis is based on semi-structured dialogic
interviews as in-depth in-person conversations with concerned
persons, reached based on chain-referral or snowball sampling.

This qualitative approach does not provide the basis for
generalization, but is an important complement to quantitative
approaches if one wishes to reduce reification and provide a thick
description of the situation on the field. Thematic and narrative

analysis of the data gathered in interviews (N = 20) is conducted,

with the help of NVivo software. The results enable the mapping

of relevant topics and concerns as well as suggest there are
culturally specific resistance strategies in both women’s conduct

and the reaction of the community. These strategies rely on and
negotiate with traditional family arrangements, which might

foster social cohesion and safety, patticularly in predominantly

rural regions. The theoretical background is found primarily in
Keywords:  OyIVia Walby's notion of gender regime and the modernization
genderbased  from private to public patriarchy, especially due to the fact that
violence,  personal views and experience of professional women are
interviews, ) palysed.  Also, the overview of the modern urban-rural

safety, S . . L
dichotomy as applied in sociological theory is given, together

women,
Croatia  with the gender-aware criticism of its implicit androcentrism.
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SAFETY, REGULATIONS AND THE
CASE LLAW REGARDING BLADE-
TYPE WEAPONS IN LITHUANIA

JANINA JUSKEVICIOTE' & RUTA SIRVYDE?

! Mykolas Romeris University, Academy of Public Security, Vilnius, Lithuania

E-mail: kriminalistika02@gmail.com

2 Vilnius University, Faculty of Filology, Vilnius, Lithuania

E-mail: ruta.sirvyde@flf.vu.lt

Abstract The development and use of new technologies raise a
number of legislative questions concerning the sale or possession
of blade-type weapons. Lithuanian law enforcement officials
have to deal with some ambiguous issues where online trade is
still not precisely regulated and many cases show that it is still
possible to purchase a blade weapon for persons who would not
be able to acquire it lawfully on a regular basis. The second issue
that confuses law enforcement officials is the implementation of
regulations when there is no consistency with international laws.
Finally, the police officers raise a question on how to ensure
public safety when the sale, possession and carrying of a blade
weapon lack some regulation. This paper is a systematic review
of legal regulations of trade, possession, use and transportation
of all types of blade-type weapons in Lithuania from the
perspective of law-case. The study covers specific cases in
Lithuania, notes some of the problems law enforcement officials
encounter and reports the data from the survey of police officers
where they justify failing to solve some problems regarding the
implementation of weapon control. The study explores and
discusses the problems that have arisen in domestic law
enforcement situations and seeks to clarify in what particular
aspects the regulations are confusing. It also provides some
insightful suggestions which might have implications for
updating legislation in order to avoid inconsistency of weapon

regulations with the Criminal Code and international laws.
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FACING HATE CRIMES AND HATE
SPEECH IN LITHUANIA: PROBLEMS,
CHALLENGES AND THE CASE LLAW

SNIEGUOLE MATULIENE,' JANINA JUSKEVICIUTE' &
ROUTA SIRVYDE?

! Mykolas Romeris University, Academy of Public Security, Lithuania

E-mail: m.sniega@mruni.eu, kriminalistika02@gmail.com

2 Vilnius University, Faculty of Filology, Vilnius, Lithuania

E-mail: ruta.sirvyde@flf.vu.lt

Abstract Judgements and decisions of the European Court of
Human Rights (the ECHR) concerning hate crimes and speech
are being implemented in Lithuania. However, a simple
examination of the national case law and legal implications
reveals many problematic issues and raise legal discussions on
how to lawfully obtain, assess or provide the evidence. Finally, it
seems that there is still no common agreement on how to
interpret the decisions of the ECHR in a different national
context. The study presents an overview of the case law in
Lithuania concerning hate crimes and hate speech and seeks to
clarify at what particular stage most of the problems occur. This
is a holistic systematic approach to the hate crime issue which
follows all the stages of legal proceeding: evidence collection,
examination, submitting, and decision making. Such a detailed
survey raises serious concerns about the lack of consistent
methods which are to be used in hate-related cases and might
significantly improve the process. The second issue that is
highlighted sheds the light on problematic interpretations of the
judgements of the ECHR. Though there is a substantial body of
extensive comments on the issue, a union of local circumstances

Keywords:  shapes the discourse and leads to problems in drawing the

case . . .
law.  Pparallel from the international case law to the domestic one. The
hate  paper gives some insights for legal discussions which in their turn
crimes,
hate ] ] i
speech  enforcement situations at the domestic level.
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THE USE OF FORENSIC EVIDENCE IN
INVESTIGATING OF CRIMINAL OFFENCES
AGAINST SEXUAL INTEGRITY: A STRUCTURED
REVIEW OF SLOVENIAN LITERATURE

ROBERT PRACEK,' TOMAZ ZUPANC* &
DANIJELA FRANGEZ’

! General Police Directorate, National Forensic Laboratory, Ljubljana, Slovenia
E-mail: robert.pracek@policija.si

2 University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Medicine, Ljubljana, Slovenia

E-mail: tomaz.zupanc@mf.uni-lj.si

3 University of Maribor, Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, Ljubljana, Slovenia
E-mail: danijela.frangez@fvv.uni-mb.si

Abstract The investigation of criminal offences against sexual
integrity and proving of them in later criminal proceedings are
constantly combined with evidence. The police usually determine
the possibility of collecting forensic evidence and their value in
further investigation upon the very beginning at the perception
of a criminal act and initial interview. Police investigator must
detect possible evidence at the right time to collect them in such
a way that their validity in further proceedings is not in question.
This can give him a possibility to avoid evidence destruction,
degradation or contamination. Forensic evidence must be
appropriately linked to the elements of the crime and presented
transparently in criminal proceedings, making it easier for the
judge to decide on the guilt of the accused. The article presents
a review of the Slovenian literature in the field of forensic
evidence in the investigation of criminal offences against sexual
integrity. It has been established that the articles deal mainly with
criminological factors and various areas of obtaining personal
evidence through interviews. However, a professional gap is Keywords:

perceived in the field of obtaining non-personal forensic —cVidence

sexual

evidence and linking them to the criminal act. Thereis alsoagap ;.

in the field of medical forensic examination to obtain forensic forensic

evidence for a criminal investigation. In order to determine how  medical

b . . . . . . t

this professional gap affects the investigation, it would be C’fa”f‘“';‘ on,
. . . crimina

necessary to conduct extensive case studies, and to review the ¢ . .

professional literature from other sources. examination

R
.‘::‘. DOI https://doi.org/10.18690/978-961-286-505-4
g ISBN 978-961-286-505-4

University of Maribor Press



84 CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND SECURITY IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE: BOOK OF ABSTRACTS

THE ASSESSMENT OF JUDGES AND
PROFESSIONALS ON AN INVESTIGATIVE
INTERVIEW WITH CHILDREN VICTIMS
OF SEXUAL ABUSE

HUSEYIN BATMAN

Ministry of Family Labour and Social Setvices, Istanbul, Turkey

E-mail: socialbatman@gmail.com

Abstract In recent decades children’s involvement in the law
system as victims of crime and witnesses has increased. In
Turkey, the Ministry of Justice has been making extraordinaty
efforts to increase child-friendly interview rooms in various
provinces’ courthouses throughout Turkey. A research was
conducted in three big courthouses of Istanbul to make an
assessment of judges and professionals on an investigative
interview with children victims of sexual abuse in 2019. Also to
assess their answers in terms of compliance with current
literature knowledge. In this research exploratory pattern which
is one of the methods of mixed research was used. The research
data was collected through qualitative and quantitative methods.
The qualitative data was collected by embedded sample. The
concept of this research via taken permission interview was
conducted face to face with 18 judges and 25 professional staff
those who work in three big law courts of Istanbul by using a
semi-structured interview form. 17 participants were female and
26 participants were male. The analysis of the research data was
made by using Maxqda 2020 qualitative data analysis program. It

Keywords: was determined that the training on a forensic interview with

‘dChﬂd’ sexually abused children had been found sufficient by most of
evidence, . . . .
exploitation, the judges, insufficient by more than half of the professional staff
forensic  according to the result of the research. Professional staff declared
interview,

. that there should be more practical training in the next training
SyS em

theory ~programs.
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ASSESSMENT OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
INTERNATIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS,
GUIDELINES, AND DIRECTIVES IN THE FIELD
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN SLOVENIA

BRANKO LOBNIKAR, KARMEN JEREB, KAJA PRISLAN &
BOSTJAN ST.AK

University of Maribor, Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, Ljubljana, Slovenia
E-mail: branko.lobnikar@fvv.uni-mb.si, karmen.jereb@fvv.uni-mb.si,
kaja.prislan@fvv.uni-mb.si, bostjan.slak@fvv.uni-mb.si

Abstract IMPRODOVA, Improving Frontline Responses to
High Impact Domestic Violence, is a research and innovation
H2020 project funded by the European Union. It aims to
provide solutions for an integrated response to high-impact
domestic violence, based on comprehensive empirical research
on how police and other frontline responders respond to
domestic violence. Within this project, a group of researchers
from Slovenia analysed the implementation of international
recommendations, guidelines, and directives in the field of
domestic violence in Slovenia. Respondents from various first-
line responders (n = 77) were asked to evaluate 28 principles
arising from international documents and recommendations in
dealing with victims of domestic violence. First, respondents
were asked to what extent, in their opinion, the guidelines were
implemented in Slovenia, and then they were asked to assess the
extent to which the guideline is vital for efficient work with
victims of domestic violence in Slovenia. Respondents report
that the following principles have been implemented to the
greatest extent: a) free of charge services for victims; b) a helpline
able to answer all incoming calls, and; ¢) informing victims of
their rights. However, the lowest level of compliance was found
in the requirements that a) data (about service user demographics
and nature of offences) should be collected and maintained
systematically, with respect to user’s rights of confidentiality, and
b) hospital emergency departments should have protocols for
handling sexual violence and staff training,
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THE VIOLENCE AGAINST PARENTS
AND VIOLENCE AGAINST THE
ELDERLY: RELATION,
SIMILARITIES, DIFFERENCES

MONIKA KLUN, ALES BUCAR RUCMAN &
DANIJELA FRANGEZ

University of Maribor, Faculty of Criminal Justice and Secutity, Ljubljana, Slovenia
E-mail: monika.klun@student.um.si, ales.bucar@fvv.uni-mb.si,
danijela.frangez(@fvv.uni-mb.si

Abstract The paper presents a literature review on violence
against parents and violence against the elderly. The two fields
are related when the victim is a parent aged 65 or over. The
beginnings of research of both fields date back to the 1970s, and
parallels can also be found in underreporting, forms of violence,
risk factors and consequences. The differences between the two

areas are in perpetrators and victims. In cases of violence against

Keywords: . ..
m parents, the perpetrators are children, and the victims are
violence
against ~ parents. In cases of violence against the elderly, the perpetrators
Pf“icms’ are family members, acquaintances and strangers, and the victims
violence
againse  ar€ persons aged 65 and over. This contribution presents a
the elderly,  starting point for discussions on the possibilities of researching,
Jati . . . . . . . .
A IE afn’ detecting, investigating, proving and preventing violence against
similarities,

differences  parents and violence against the eldetly.
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WOMEN VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE:;:
SOCIAL FUNCTIONING AND
SEEKING SUPPORT
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Abstract Social support is essential when people need aid and
assistance. Support groups for people suffering from various
kinds of distress have emerged online as well. Among topics like
mental health, cancer, pregnancy, etc. there is also one reserved
for women, victims of crime, specifically victims of various kinds
of abuse and violence. One of the reasons for which the informal
online support groups might be frequently visited and used is the
anonymity that they offer. As victims of violence often
experience intense feelings of guilt and shame, getting help
anonymously could be an important source of support. Within
this presentation, we argue that such support better meets the
needs of this specific group than other more formal sources of
support. The victims’ social functioning and their capacity to
elicit support that is congruent with their needs, the
heterogeneity of such groups, individual experiences, and

perception of social support will be discussed.
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ETIOLOGICAL-
PHENOMENOLOGICAL DIMENSION
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN RURAL

SERBIA: THE PLACE MATTERS

SNEZANA SOKOVIC & VISNJA RANDELOVIC

University of Kragujevac, Faculty of Law, Kragujevac, Serbia
E-mail: ssnezana@jura.kg.ac.rs, vmilekic@jura.kg.ac.rs
Abstract The aim of the paper is to point to the characteristics
of domestic violence in rural areas of Serbia. Geographic
isolation, traditional social patterns and cultural norms and
attitudes that characterize rural houscholds contribute to the
creation and maintenance of violent patterns of behaviour in
rural areas. Despite the legally guaranteed gender equality and
protection against domestic violence, women in rural Serbia are
recognized as a group particularly exposed to domestic violence
due to the predominantly traditional beliefs and patterns of
behaviour in villages in Serbia. Therefore, the aim of the paper is
to point to the etiological-phenomenological dimension of
domestic violence in rural areas of Serbia. It is assumed that
domestic violence in rural areas of Serbia is characterized by the
high dark figures of the crime because it is usually kept as a
private matter of the family, suffered for a long time, so it is
difficult to see its real prevalence. For this reason, besides
pointing to the characteristics of domestic violence in rural areas
of Serbia, the aim of the paper is to point to the reasons for not
reporting this violence, in order to contribute to the
establishment of adequate responses to this type of violence, in
accordance with its specificities. Finally, the aim of the paper is
to point to the specifics of psycho-social treatment of
perpetrators of domestic violence coming from rural areas,
bearing in mind that they have a greater degree of the patriarchal
system of values and beliefs.
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CRIMINAL LEGAL ASPECTS OF
COMBATING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE
CRIME OF PARTNER HOMICIDE —
PERSPECTIVES OF SERBIA AND
CROATIA

SASA MIJALKOVIC,! DRAGANA CVOROVIC,!
HRVOJE FILIPOVIC? & ELENA TILOVSKA — KECEDJT?

! University of Criminal Investigation and Police Studies, Belgrade, Serbia

E-mail: sasa.mijalkovic@kpu.edu.rs

2 Ministry of Interior, Police College, Zagreb, Croatia

E-mail: hfilipovic@fkz.hr

3 University St. Kliment Ohridski, Faculty of Law, Bitola, North Macedonia

E-mail: elena-tilovska-kechegi@hotmail.com

Abstract The contemporary tendencies of criminal legislation in
general, including the criminal legislation of Serbia and Croatia,
resort to modern concepts of more effective combating crime,
including the crime of domestic violence. Accordingly, the logical
question arises as to whether Serbia and Croatia have successfully
responded to the challenges posed by contemporary society, and
whether they have respected European standards and postulates
of the democracy of the rule of law in this category of crimes.
Through an expert and critical analysis of the normative
solutions present in the criminal legislation of both Serbia and
Croatia, the authors will provide answers and suggestions de lege

ferenda to combat domestic violence more effectively through

Keywords:
the following aspects: first, introductory considerations; second,  european
the pre-crime concept and effectiveness of combating domestic Zm“darfls’

omestic

violence in Serbia and Croatia; third, criminal legal protection ; jcnce

against domestic violence in Serbia and Croatia; fourth, an murder,

empirical research of filed criminal charges for domestic violence 1; Ob;e’
ublic
and partner homicide; fifth, concluding considerations. prosecutor
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FAMILY VIOLENCE AS A FORM OF CRIMINALITY
AND RURAL SECURITY PERSPECTIVES IN THE
REPUBLIC OF SERBIA

LJUBO PEJANOVIC,' STEVAN STOJANOVIC' &
RADOJE STOJANOVIC?

! Union University, Faculty of Legal and Business Studies, Belgrade, Serbia

E-mail: pejanovicljubo@gmail.com, stevan62@gmail.com

2'The Ministry of the Interior, Belgrade, Serbia

E-mail: rasastojanovic83@gmail.com

Abstract Domestic violence in the Republic of Serbia has been
a frequent and very pronounced phenomenon in recent times,
which is not effectively influenced by sanctioning legal measures.
The range of listed and potential causes and disorders in the
family, as well as a crisis in the family community, has increased
significantly in the last five years. There are a number of risks and
crisis assessment methodologies for the family, as well as
vulnerabilities of the female and child population in compatison
to the male population. Therefore, an analysis of the application
of methodologies in assessing risks, in this form of violence, and
the sanctioning of abusers has not, yet, reduced violence and the
endangerment of family, on the contrary, often experiencing a
rise. Thus, through this paper, the numerical issues of
endangering families through domestic violence in rural areas are
addressed statistically, with a comparison of the same form of
violence with families from urban areas. The objective and
purpose of this work are to prove the real threatening forms of
domestic violence, as a form of crime and its frequency, and an
increase in threats in the rural areas of the Republic of Serbia.

While our goals are based on an investigation of the reported

Keywords: . . .
family, occutrences, after the crimes have been committed, during the
violence,  past five years, as well as an analysis of all events, with a proposal
1 . . . .
st of appropriate and potential solutions and perspectives of
erbia,

frequency ~ SECurity institutions.
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SOCIO-STRUCTURAL AND
CULTURAL DETERMINANTS OF
EMOTIONAL ABUSE OF CHILDREN
IN FAMILIES IN RURAL AREAS

MILAN POCUCA & JELENA MATIJASEVIC OBRADOVIC

University Business Academy, Faculty of Law for Commerce and Judiciary, Novi Sad,
Serbia

E-mail: pocucabmilan@gmail.com, jelena@pravni-fakultet.info

Abstract Emotional abuse against a child in the family can
negatively affect his or her physical, mental, spiritual, moral, as
well as social development. The purpose of this paper is to
analyze socio-structural and cultural determinants of emotional
abuse against children in rural areas, given that these groups of
determinants differ in the conditions under which urban and
rural abuse is more or less likely to occur. Different behaviours
can be classified under emotional abuse — rejection, degradation,
intimidation, different discriminatory practices, and certainly
denial of emotional response. The methods of theoretical
content analysis with basic methods of concretization and
specialization, normative, comparative method, as well as basic
quantitative analysis of tabulated data are applied in this paper.
The expected results of the research should give a clearer picture
of the differences in socio-structural and cultural treatment of
activities that can be considered emotional abuse against children
in rural areas, compated to urban areas. It is also interesting to
analyze comparative data on the prevalence of emotional abuse
against children in families in the Balkan region. Comparing the
experiences of urban and rural areas, this paper contributes to a
clearer picture of the conditionality of emotional abuse against
children in rural areas and makes overarching recommendations
to prevent the basic socio-structural and cultural determinants

and factors in this domain.
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WOMEN IN NEED AND WOMEN IN
DEED — ONLINE SOCIAL SUPPORT
AMONG WOMEN, VICTIMS OF
VIOLENCE

VANJA IDA ERCULJ & TINKARA PAVSIC MREVIJE

University of Maribor, Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, Ljubljana, Slovenia
E-mail: vanja.erculj@fvv.uni-mb.si, tinkara.pavsicmtevlje@fvv.uni-mb.si

Abstract According to the research of the EU Agency for
fundamental rights in 2014, 62 million or 33% of women above
15 years old were victims of physical and/or sexual violence.
Most women did not report the violence to the police. Like some
women, victims of crime, search for social support in online
support groups, these groups could be a source of additional
information on violence against women. One of such support
groups in Slovenia is Women in need, which is part of the largest
medical forum in Slovenia med.over.net. The objective of this
study was to examine the nature of the social support between
members of this online support group. For this purpose, all posts
on the beforementioned OSG from 2002 till 2020 were retrieved
Keywords: and analysed. Text mining methods were used to obtain a fewer
victims of tumber of topics of discussion and network analysis to analyse

crime,  some aspects of the interrelationship among online support

:Z:f ;:L group forum. The results indicate that users mainly post in a
against ~ single topic and that supportive relationship seldomly develops
WZELTG within the group. Members seek mainly informational support

social and seem to be unable to provide emotional support to other
support, members of this forum. The practical meaning of the obtained
tyi f:c:j results and consequences are discussed within this conference

support ~ Paper.
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CHILDREN’S HOUSE — A
COMPREHENSIVE TREATMENT OF
JUVENILE VICTIMS AND WITNESSES

MojcA REP

Higher court in Ljubljana, Ljubljana, Slovenia

E-mail: mojca_rep@yahoo.com

Abstract The number of crimes against children and minors has
been steadily increasing in recent yeats, so this year the so-called
child-friendly justice system was established in sectoral
legislation. The need to change the procedures, speed of
response and professional treatment of the abused children by
anyone who comes into contact with them led to the adoption
of the Act, which stipulates that comprehensive treatment of
juvenile victims and witnesses is a public service provided by the
state; a special public institution. Crisis support and psychosocial
assistance will be available to children at all times in the
Barnahus, provided by an appointed child counsellor. The main
objectives of the Act are to comprehensively and systematically
regulate the treatment of juvenile victims and victims of crime
based on international legal standards, conventions, and good
practices adopted in some other countries and promoted by both
the European Union and the Council of Europe; identify clear
starting points that complement the existing criminal law, in
order to prevent secondary victimization of child victims and
witnesses and to pursue their best interests; independently
regulate a number of institutes within a single law, which will
make the treatment system clearer, more transparent, and thus
more consistently ensure the legal security of the children of
victims and victims of crime. The establishment of the Barnahus
Children's  Home  simultaneously  coordinates  the
implementation of criminal investigation and child protection
procedures and the support of children who are victims or

witnesses of violence in a child-friendly and safe environment.
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CHARACTERISTICS OF SELF-REPORTED
DELINQUENCY IN RURAL AREAS OF BOSNIA
AND HERZEGOVINA

MUHAMED BUDIMLIC, ALMIR MALJEVIC &
ELMEDIN MURATBEGOVIC

University of Sarajevo, Faculty of Criminal Justice, Criminology and Security Studies,
Sarajevo, Bosna and Herzegovina
E-mail: mbudimlic@fkn.unsa.ba, amaljevic@fkn.unsa.ba, emuratbegovic@fkn.unsa.ba

Abstract The issue of security in rural areas of Bosnia and
Herzegovina is rarely in the focus of criminological research,
which puts the issue of social control of crime in its many
populated areas into the background. Using the data collected
within the framework of the International Self-Reported Study
3, this paper secks to shed light on the characteristics of self-
reported juvenile delinquency in rural areas of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. Phenomenological characteristics of delinquent
behaviour among primary school students will be singled out
from the statistical data collected through mentioned research.
In relation to the defined subject of this paper, particular
emphasis will be placed on checking the variables generated on
the basis of the thesis of the social bond and social control
theory, which should show us the extent to which the more
traditional and significantly more cohesive environment plays a
role in preventing delinquency in the youngest members of the
community. This paper outlines the basic indicators of the
phenomenology of this phenomenon, in particular the indicators
of behaviour with elements of violence, property delinquency,
group delinquency and manifestations of prohibited behaviour
relating to information communication technologies and alcohol

and drug abuse. Based on the results of the conducted analyses, K‘;‘zwordS:d
. . . . . se. *pr()ftC
this paper aims to enrich the database with data on this delinquency,

phenomenon, which could improve the guidelines and rural
recommendations for institutions responsible for the areas

development and implementation of prevention programmes "%
R K . K primary

aimed at counteracting the delinquent behaviour of elementary

school students in Bosnia and Herzegovina. students
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JUVENILE DELINQUENCY AND
VICTIMIZATION: URBAN VS RURAL
ENVIRONMENT

I7A KOKORAVEC & GORAZD MESKO

University of Maribor, Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, Ljubljana, Slovenia
E-mail: iza.kokoravec@fvv.uni-mb.si, gorazd.mesko@fvv.uni-mb.si

Abstract The differences between urban and rural environment
and their impact on crime prevalence, fear of crime and
victimization have been the subject of much research and have
been proven by many experts. As juvenile delinquency is one of
the most common phenomena and forms of crime, which
undoubtedly raises many concerns in the society, the paper

Keywords: ~ attempts to compare urban and rural juvenile delinquency and

i juvenile i timization. The paper includes a comprehensive review of the
elinquency, Lo . . .
juvenile  €Xisting literature and explores the differences in the
vietimization, ~ environment, the prevalence of juvenile delinquency, and how
b : i i i i
o m;’ the demographic and other factors influence juvenile offending
rural,

erime  and victimization in urban and rural settings.

@
https://doi.org/10.18690/978-961-286-505-4 DOI -ﬁ-
978-961-286-505-4 ISBN

University of Maribor Press



MULTIDISCIPLINARY CRIMINAL
JUSTICE AND SECURITY
PERSPECTIVES






Multidisciplinary Criminal Justice and Security Perspectives 105

THE INFLUENCE OF URBANISATION ON
THE OPINION OF THE SLOVENIAN
POPULATION ON PROBATION

EMANUEL BANUTAIL' DANIJELA MRHAR PRELIC' &
BRANKO LOBNIKAR?

! Slovenian Probation Administration, Ljubljana, Slovenia

E-mail: emanuel.banutai@gov.si, gp.upro@gov.si

2 University of Maribor, Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, Ljubljana, Slovenia
E-mail: branko.lobnikar@fvv.uni-mb.si

Abstract Probation in Slovenia is a young state institution, as it
has only been operating since 2018. In the broadest sense,
probation means executing a criminal sanction in the community
instead of in prison. The primary purpose of probation is for the
convicted person to remain in their living environment during
the execution of the criminal sanction. There are, of course,
certain restrictions, as the public prosecutor, the court or the
parole board imposes obligations that the person involved in
probation must fulfil. Probation is aimed at helping, protecting
and supervising a person on probation to guide the individual to
such behaviour and establishing such life circumstances that lead
to the abandonment of criminal behaviour and successful
integration into the community. Probation also pursues the goal
of greater security for society. In May 2021, we conducted a study
on a sample of adult residents of Slovenia. We wanted to
determine the extent to which the population of Slovenia knows
the concept of probation and when and in what way they became
acquainted with the concept. We analysed their attitude towards

different ways of serving criminal sanctions in the community -  Keywords:

community service, suspended sentence, and conditional release lsjlr"batfon’
ovenia,
from prison with protective supervision and house arrest. In the ¢

study, we examined whether the urbanisation of the environment  opinion,
(we distinguished between rural, partially urbanised and urban Secur{ﬁ’
sutveillance,

environment) affects their attitude towards probation activities.  urbanisation
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THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE
MULTISENSORY METHOD FOR
EVALUATION OF THE SAFETY OF
PUBLIC SPACES

EVA BERTOK & DANIJELA FRANGEZ

University of Maribor, Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security, Ljubljana, Slovenia
E-mail: eva.bertok@fvv.uni-mb.si, danijela.frangez@fvv.uni-mb.si

Abstract At the Faculty of Criminal Justice and Security,
University of Maribor, as part of the Erasmus + KA3 Digital
Skills for Integration and Active Citizenship (DISC), we are
studying the use of multisensory space in integrating young
people of the first and second generation of immigrants into the
local environment. In this paper, we present another possible use
of the multisensory space created at Laurea University of Applied
Sciences in 2007. Multisensory space is usually created by the
participants, where different elements can activate all of their five
senses. Space can be used as an inspiring learning environment
as well as a meeting place. Multisensory materials can evoke
thoughts and memories that inspire dialogue between visitors.
We propose that multisensory space can be used to elicit data
about feelings and emotions connected to (already built or
planned) public spaces. Via immersion in the (proposed) reality
of the space, using the footage in the case of existing spaces or
3D virtual modelling in case of proposed plans, sounds, perhaps
even smells (very important in public spaces like gardens), all the
aspects, including safety concerns, can be discussed with the

Keywords: public. This information can be of great value to planners,

p“bth *PacS  designers and managers of public spaces to understand how the
multisensory ; o . . i
space, Cnvironment elicits emotional responses and can increase social
senseof  contacts to ensure the wellbeing and social cohesion of people
safety,

inhabiting it, which can effectively enhance the safety in public

social
cohesion ~ Spaces.
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PSYCHOLOGICAL AUTOPSY: A
POSSIBLE INNOVATIVE REVISION
OF THE MAPI
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The European Institute of Forensic Neurosciences and Criminology, Varese, Italy
E-mail: francoposa@neuroscienzectiminologia.com,
valeriarondinelli@neuroscienzecriminologia.com,
jessicaleone@neuroscienzectiminologia.com

Abstract The purpose of this research is to propose an
innovative technique of Psychological Autopsy. In comparison
with the classic MAPI, our technique is structured on every single
case adapting the interview according to the environmental
circumstances and to the social-cultural characteristics of the
examined subject and, not as last, the kind of gun used in the
criminal event. According to us this way of Psychological
Autopsy, improving the interviewee confidence and compliance,

allows to get information that could escape to a standardized

. . . . . Keywords:
investigation. In one of the cold case that we have studied, this i chological
technique of Psychological Autopsy has allowed to get some autopsy,
biological material, coming from the crime scene, that had been lmmmdo*gy’
aw,
secretly hidden from the subject for over 50 years. MAPI
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CHIMNEY FIRE IN THE COUNTRYSIDE
AND RELATED CRIMINAL
CONSEQUENCES — ANALYSIS OF THE
JUDGMENT OF THE DISTRICT COURT IN
TABOR

JAN MALY

Masaryk University in Brno, Faculty of Law, Brno, Czech Republic

E-mail: jan.maly.jml@gmail.com

Abstract The district Court in Tabor decided on a case where
several contractors gradually repaired a large chimney. However,
the last of them - the welder - did not proceed with due care and
during the final works the chimney ignited, the damage caused
by the fire amounted to about 20,000,000 Czech crowns. Given
that the contract was concluded not with the welder, but with a
small LLC, in which the welder was an executive and partner, in
addition to the welder, this LLC has been prosecuted either. In
addition to the prosecution, the court dealt with the question of
causation, in which it answered whether the (possibly negligent)
procedure of several previous contractors had caused the welder
to be unable to carry out his work in such a way as to prevent
fire, whether the behaviour of several previous contractors had
the effect that the chimney fire eventually occurred, or whether
the chimney fire occurred only as a result of the weldet's failure
to comply with appropriate safety precautions. It is necessary to
mention that the chimney was located in the countryside,

respectively in a small town, therefore, the question arises to

Keywords:
criminal ~ what extent the fact that the individual contractors knew each
habﬂj? ‘:j other. The court also dealt with the question of related damages,
cg

entity.  Where it did not refer to civil proceedings but decided on it itself.

causation, | will discuss all the above-mentioned issues addressed by the

d S : : : :

amage:i Court in my paper, bearing in mind that all contractors were
rur:

criminalicy  small 'rural' entrepreneurs.
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CHANGES IN RURAL DRUGS
MARKETS IN THE UK

PAUL ANDELL
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Abstract The paper describes recent changes in rural drug
dealing of class A drugs such as heroin and cocaine. The shift
could be described as a transformation of the "corner shop"
towards franchising arrangements akin to "supermatkets"
whereby the local arrangements in rural towns have become
replaced or subsumed by urban crime networks in the search for
new markets. Unfortunately, these recent changes involved
vulnerable children and younger adolescents in illicit drug
trafficking and modern slavery. The paper draws upon empirical
research which was commissioned by a local authority in an
English County Town, previous research in five English cities
and recent data from Regional enforcement units. The
researchers analysed relevant quantitative data held by social
welfare, health, educational and criminal justice agencies.
Interviews were conducted with professionals from these
agencies and three key informants previously involved in the
llicit drugs trade. Two focus groups were conducted with
professionals and three with gang-involved and gang-affected
children and young people. The paper considers whether the
emergence of this problem is simply a result of local rural
contingencies or whether it represents the evolution and
transformation of, the English street gang and the ‘County Lines’
model of drug distribution which will change rural youth crime
and our responses to it irreversibly. In an attempt to answer this
question the article considers different models of gang and drug
market evolution and assesses their relevance to developments

of rural crime and the responses to it.
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ORGANIZED CRIMINAL GROUPS —
CRIMINOLOGY CONTEXT AND SECURITY
PERSPECTIVES (CASE STUDY: BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA)

MILE SIKMAN & VELIBOR LALIC

University of Banja Luka, Faculty of Security Studies, Banja Luka, Bosnia and
Herzegovina

E-mail: milesikman79@gmail.com, velibor.lalic@fbn.unibl.org

Abstract This paper addresses two high profile organized
criminal groups (OCGs) active in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
which had all elements of organized crime (OC). In the local,
legal and, institutional context, this is highly important because,
in practice, a clear distinction is not often made between those
forms of a criminal organization that are OC and those that are
not. The secondary analysis of the data contained in the court
cases analyzed demonstrated a specific structure of the criminal
organization, the commission of serious crimes, long-term
activity, the acquisition of criminal proceeds, monopoly and
social power. The OCGs established control over a particular
area, manifesting a high level of violent crime, and focusing
criminal activity on profitable activities. Since they operated in
the same area (Sarajevo and East Sarajevo), the two groups
closely cooperated during the same period (2005-2012). Their
association with institutions was reflected in the established
criminal connections, particularly to the police and the judiciary.
The activity of the OCGs analyzed has been seen as a major
security threat in the public discourse in BiH. The OCGs have
instilled fear in the general public as well as distrust of
institutional capacities, primarily the criminal justice system. The

Keywords:

eq research results demonstrated legal gaps in terms of clear criteria
()fgaanL

crime,  based on which OCGs can be distinguished from other forms of

organized  criminal activity. Legal and institutional weaknesses create

iminal ..
R opportunities for OCGs to operate and create a sense of
groups,

criminology,  i0S€Curity among the citizens in the already complex security

security environment.
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Abstract With the emergence of new states in the former
Yugoslavia, there was a change in borders, which included the
formation of new state services to secure the state borders of the
newly established states. Borders became more porous, border
services were corrupt which was used by smugglers but also by
state actors for the purpose of smuggling various types of goods.
Such disruptions in work and border control have led to
smuggling in border-mostly rural areas remaining the only
occupation that locals could engage in. The rural areas of eastern
and western Bosnia and Herzegovina were affected by mass
smuggling activities. In the post-war period, the population from
the border-rural areas continued to engage in the smuggling of
high-tariff goods, and those who did not have the money to buy
and resell the goods became so-called porters. They joined
organized criminal groups for which they transported goods
across inaccessible terrain, whole families were involved in this
business. In the beginning, cigarettes, alcohol, art, etc. were
smuggled, later drugs were transferred through the same
smuggling channels, most often marijuana, and more recently a
type of marijuana called skunk. Which led to the creation of
criminal groups that became a threat to the security of the
community and beyond. There has been an increase in homicides
and violence in all border rural areas, and police are taking action
to combat crime, but criminals are finding new ways to keep their

jobs in these rural areas.
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Abstract In this article, analyzing the content of publicity and
transparency as the ethical principles of the Lithuanian judges the
analysis of decisions of the Judicial Ethics and Discipline
Commission (hereafter — JEDC) aims to show how these
principles of judicial ethics are relevant and important in the
practice and affect public confidence. The results of the analysis
have shown that observance of these ethical principles has some
peculiarities in the practice since the evaluation of the judge's
behaviour includes other subjects. An examination of the
decisions of the JEDC shows that there are cases of violations of
these ethical principles in the activities of judges, indicating the
viability of these ethical principles and their practical nature.
After the changes in the legal regulation, society has become the
direct evaluator of the behaviour of judges. The examination and
updating of the professional ethics regulations of Lithuanian
judges allow to highlight several new peculiarities. It identifies
the place of human values in the activities of the judge: this
activity is not only the expression of the legal provisions but also
the expression of the common human supreme values. Ethics
regulations of judges allow judging the authority of courts and
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