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cantilever truss. Three cantilevers from one side of the bank are 
connected together with I beams and linked up with another three 
cantilevers from the opposite bank. Both groups of cantilevers 
are joined together at the crown of the arch with hinges. The 
prefabricated structure of the bridge permitted it to be moved 
three times to three different locations, each time bearing the 
same name, i.e., the Hradecky Bridge.
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About Restapia 
RESTAPIA 2012 is an international congress on rammed earth, 
its conservation and, in general terms, on earthen constructive 
techniques and its conservation. This meeting aims to incentive 
sharing the restoration experiences of both monumental and 
non monumental architectural heritage made in the Iberian 
Peninsula and the rest of the world in order to learn from all 
these interventions and derive conclusions and perspectives for 
the future. Thus, it aims to represent an important milestone at 
international level in the reflection about the conservation and 
restoration of rammed earth architecture and earthen architecture 
in general.
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Modern earthen architecture could also benefit from the use of 
earth by earthen architecture of the past. In Slovenia, there are 
very few examples of new earthen architecture. Most investors 
reject earth and its composing materials as useful and modern 
building material. The origin of this problem lies in the notion 
that earthen architecture is associated with poverty, farming and 
dirt. We usually use a theory of the vernacular architecture of 
a selected region (i.e. Prekmurje, Slovenia) to empower local 
people. In Slovenia, mud architecture or earthen architecture 
has a negative image. Clay is the most commonly used material 
for rendering walls; the use of rammed earth is stigmatised or 
very poorly understood in practice. The paper explains where 
the obstacles lie and how to overcome them. 
The aim of our research is to raise awareness of the quality of 
life using earth as a building material. The best way to do this is 
by providing useful practical examples and guidelines for local 
communities, architects, potential investors and last, but not 
least, institutions such as schools and the chamber of economy.
As a university research and educational organization, we 
collect information, combine it with practice and disseminate 
the results. Our work is not over at this point; the next step is to 
prepare readable and understandable documents (LCA, carbon 
footprint CO2, work flow) and involve interested professionals, 
investors and others. This is the way to develop and direct 
knowledge transfer.
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