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tok o oddaji v gospodarjenje gozdov in gozdnih zem-
{ji5¢ v druzbeni lastnini in gozdov, na katerih je last-
ninska pravica na obmocju ob¢ine Postojna, Gozdnemu
gospodarstvy Postojna.

Enak odlok je sprejela Skupsicina obcine ilirska
Bistrica 4. 4. 1966.

Tudi Skupsc¢ina obcine Logatec je 18. 3. 1967 spre-
jela sklep, da odda gozdove in gozdna zemljisca v
druzbeni lastnini Gozdnima gospodarsivoma Ljubljana
in Postoina.

Zaradi neujemanja oheinskih mej in mej gozdaih
gospodarstev je prislo do spora med GG Ljubljana in
Postajna. Spor je bil resen z odlochbo, sprejeto 28. 8,
1967, ki je dodelila GE Ravnik GG Ljubljana, del druz-
benih gozdov k. o. Kezljek in Bezulak GG Ljubljana,
del pa GG Postoina. medtem ko so zasebni gozdovi v
k.o. Kozljek in Bezulak v celoti pripadli h GG Postajna.

Novo razmejitev med GG Postojna in Zavodom za
pogezdovanje in melioracijo Krasa so opravili 7e leta
1966.

- Mislimm, da v kasnejfem obdobju ni psihajalo do
vedjily sprememb, vsaj kar se imena in mej podjetja tice,

VIRI:

Odlocba OLO Gorica 5t. 03/27805/1 - 57.

Odlocba ¢ Gozdnih gospodarstvih LRS.

Odloki: - Skupscine obcine llirska Bistrica, dne 4. 4.
1966, ‘

- Skup3cine obcine Logatec, dne 18. 3. 1967.

- Skupidine obc¢ine Postojna, dne 4. 4. 1954,

Qdredbi Uprave drzavnih gozdov Slovenskega primoria,
dne 8. 4. 1946 indne 5. 2. 1947,

Sklepa Delavskega sveta GGP, dne 14. 2. 1962 in dne
1. 12, 1962,

Sklepi: - Skupstine obcine Cerknica, dne 19. 11. 1963.

- Skupscine ob¢ine Hirska Bistrica, decembra 1963.

- Skupé¢ine ob¢ine Postoina, dne 26. 12. 1963.

Urradni listi FER): - 3t 437/62-1946.

« . 7737106 - 1946,

- §t. 46-419/50.

Gozdni gospodar 1973.

Egon Pelikan

imernational scientific meeting: CAUSES AND EFFECTS
FOR THE MIGRATIONS OF PEOPLE FROM SLOVENE
ISTRA AFTER WORLD WAR L. Science and Research

Centre of the Republic of Stovenia, Koper, june 9th 2000

On June 9" 2000, an international conference
bearing the above title was held by Slovene and ltalian
historians on the premises of the Regional Museum in
Koper. Organised by the Science and Research Centre
of the Republic of Slovenia Koper in cooperation with
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the Department of Geographical and Historical Sciences
of the Trieste University, the Institute of Modern History
from Ljubljana and the Littoral Historians Society, it at
the same time constituted the concluding part of the
waork on the European project "PHARE CBC and {NTER-
REG I, SLOVENIA - ITALY",

Twelve historfans took part in a discussion dealing
with the complex events within the area of the "movable
boundary", i.e. with the causes and effects of various
political changes that had an impact on the migrations
of people in the Giulia region from World War § till the
final delimitation between the two states. The papers
read at the conference were geographically focused an
that particular part of the Giulia region that today be-
fongs to the Republic of Slovenia, t.e. primarily on the
wider districts of Koper, [zola and Piran.

As far as the Slovene historians were concerned, the
conference also constituted, as already said, the con-
cluding part of the above mentioned project lasting one
year, while to the ltalian cotleagues it was in effect only
its beginning, for the project was indeed entered jointly,
but they began to work on it almost a year later (it was
not their fault), The Slovene historians thus presented
their yearly work on the project, while the ltalians ac-
quainted us with the work carried out to date and par-
ticularly with the plans for the project in the ensuing
year. Apart from this they presented the results of some
analyses that bad been prepared by their researchers in
the last few vears and were in terms of their contents in
fine with the project's framework ( Secret ceasus of
"nonindigenous” people in the Giulia region in 1939,
immigration of italians from the ftalian interior to the
Giulia region after 1920, etc.).

The first to appear in front of the gathered historians
was Raoud Pupo fram the University of Trieste - with the
paper entiled Views of the fatest ltalian historiography
on the emigrations from Istra (Orientamenti della piu
recerte storiogratia ialiana sull'esodo istriano).

In his opinion, the exodus was in fact a constituent
part of the process of continental extent and should thus
be tatked about in the context of the movements of
people that tock place after World War {i and involved
millions of people. In order to understand it, we should
emplace it inn the period beginning with the end of
World War [ In the history of the Giulia region, the
speaker argued, this was the turning point, the time
when the mechanism feil apart that had enabied dovel-
opment of Jocal society and when the period of demo-
graphic stagaation began, in which the Giulia region
was no fonger attractive for potential imemigrants but, on
the contrary, began to exile its inhabitants.

The speaker further argued that the “exodus* could
be basically defined as a phenomenon of a mass ban-
ishment of an ethnic group from its original homeland,
yet was not caused by official procedures but by persis-
tent pressures of the environment. Even the pace of exo-
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dus, he insisted, s different in different periods, although
the causes are diverse, for mass migrations occurred
every time when the belief began to prevail amongst the
ftalian population that the Yugeslav supremacy was fi-
nal. Here we should not neglect the political aspects, for
they played the main part in the people’s decision to
migrate. This is why that particular process should be
studied, in which the destiny of the ltalians was being
decided, as well as the structure, meniality and conduct
of the authorities, i.e. at the level of institutions as well
as at the level of political parties.

The second speaker, Piero Purini (Trieste), presented
his paper entitled Migration movements in the Giulia
region after World War { (I movimenti migratori della
Venezia Giulia dopo la prima guerra mondiale)

The young Italian historian spoke about explicitly
strong migration movement triggered off in Trieste im-
mediately after the fali of the Habsburg empire. The
German-speaking community, which was composed
mainly of civil servants, almost dispersed due to the very
numerous departures in the direction of the new Aus-
trian republic and especially Vienna. The emigration of
this community was no doubt hastened by certain
measures against it, introduced by the new ltalian
authorities that greatly discriminated the German-
speaking merchants.

There were some great pressures o the Slovene and
Croatian inhabitants to leave, which eventually caused a
mass  migration of a very high number of
“nonindigenous” people to Yugoslavia and Asgentina. A
quantitative assessment, however, is unfortunately ex-
tremely problematic in this case as well. In the speaker's
apinion, the ltalian historiography had greatly neglected
this phenomenon, while Yugoslav historiography had
often used the data for political purposes and thus made
a true assessment of this phenomenon very difficult. The
official statistical data are also distinctly inadequate, for
apart from the fact that those who left were not distin-
guished according to their ethnic allegiance, they ap-
pear as completely non-existent in the 1918-1320 pe-
riod. During the emigration of the non-italian popula-
tion, a mass immigration from Naly was taking place; the
speaker expressed his opinion that more than 130,000
ftalians (50,000 of these to the district of Trieste) immi-
grated to the Giulia region between 1918 and 1931,

{This thesis was in fact in contrast to the opinion of
the previous speaker, who stated that after World War |
the Giulia region become unattractive for potential im-
migrants.}

The third speaker, Fgon Pelikan {Science and Re-
search Centre Koper) presented his paper entitled Secret
census carried out in 1933 in the Giulia region by the
Primorska clergy gathered in the Convention of St
Paul's Priests. This was the very first presentation of the
census carried out in 1933 by the Slovene and Croatian
clergy gathered in the above mentioned Convention.
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This took place at the time (in the beginning of the
1930s) when the rank organisation of the Primorska
{Littoral) clesgy had already been united in the Secret
Christian-Social  Organisation. It originated with a
merger of the Slovene Christian-socials political organi-
sation and rank organisation of the Slovene and Croa-
tian clergy (l.e. Christian-social political  society
“Edinost" and the Convention of St. Paul's Priests in the
early 1930s), aiming at a secret national-defence activi-
ties with declared irredentist objectives. In the 30s, the
organisation was the key element of the national-de-
fence resistance to the denational pressures by fascism
in the Giulia region. In 1936, 276 Slovene and Croatian
priests were affiliated to the Convention of 5t Paul's -
Priests. it is the only statistics prepared for the Giulia re-
gion by Slovenes and Croats during the two wars.

According to the available archival materials, the -
census was carried out by Slovene and Croatian clergy -
on the basis of a survey of parish registers”, namely for
ali, even the smallest settlements in the Giulia region..
The priests pooled the data at the fevel of parishes,
deaneries, dioceses and in the end of the entire Giulia -
region. On the basis of the figures in parish churches in™
1933, the statistics shows 545,541 "Yugoslavs® and -
455,389 italians living in the Giulia region. It consists of
5 volumes with lisis for separate parishes, thus enabling -
also a control over the numbers of the Slovenes and
Croatians separately. The atm of a special chapter in the |
statistics was to change the ethnic picture in the Church -
of the Giulia region. N

Francesca Krasna (University of Trieste) presented |
hes treatise Ohservations on the 1939 secret census of -
noaindigenous inhabitants in the Giulia region {Alcune
osservazioni in rmerito al censimento riservato degli
“allogeni" def 1939) and gave an account on the last
official census carried cut by ltalians in the same region
in 1921, when it still comprised the so-called -
"nationality section”. -

Pio Nodari {University of Trieste} read his pape
entitled Census of Istran refugees and the state of affairs .
in the Koper district after World War [l (I censimento -
dei profughi istriani e la situazione del Capodistriano -
nel secondo dopoguerra. )

Mr. Nodari, who heads the Deparnment of Geogra-
phy at the Trieste University, presented, as a leader of
the ltafian part of the project, some basic orientations in
the investigations carried out within the framework of
the ltalian part of the Interreg 11 italy-Slovenia pro-
gramme. The background of research of the Halian col-
leagues was the census of the refugees from the Ciulia
region and Dalmatia, carried in 1955 by the organisa-
tion “Opera profughi®. The statistics are kept in the Cen-
tral State Archives in Rome and include the carried out
census as well as some more or less accurate data on'.
separate refugees (more than 200,000 cases).

As explained by Mr. Nodari, the lialian historians .
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wilt survey, during the first part of their research, the lists
of refugees from the district of the Koper city council.
Their personal data (e.g. age, sex, brh particutars, place
of birth, profession, permanent address, etc.) will be
gathered in database suitable for computer statistical
processing. The database should then be applicable,
said Mr. Nodari, for a more detailed and multistratified
analysis of the "exodus phenomenon” in the Koper as
well as Trieste districts.

Nevenka Troha {Institute of Modern History in Ljub-
ljana} presented her treatise entitled The measures taken
by Yugoslay authorities in Zones B of the Giulia region
ancl Free Territary of Trieste, and the Halians in the Ko-
per district, dealing with the measures by Yugosfav
authorities that had an indirect impact on the migration
of ltalians from the part of the Giulia region that be-
fonged to Yugoslavia. She asserted that that the Slovene
part of Zone B of the Givlia region covered extensive
and utterly Slovene districts and that it was only the Ko-
per district that was ethnically mixed (Slovene-ltalian) at
that time.

With certain  Hmitations (for some  international
stipufations in respect of the occupied districts were
considered), the Yugoslav adminisiration of Zone B touk
a number of measures to enfarce people's power. These
were of *class” character but more often affected, due to
their social structure, the lalians than the Slovenes or
the Croats. Such were, for example, the measures on the
deserters' property, on confiscations, abaolition of land-
tenant relations, agrarian refonm, annulment of auctions
and forced disappropriation.

While respecting bilinguality and national rights of
the ftalians, the Military Administration and  civif
authorities kept dividing people, in the sense of the slo-
gan "those who are not with us are against us", between
those loyal 1o them, i.e. Slovenes and "honest demo-
cratic fabians®, and between adversaries that were gen-
erally called "ascists”. in order to make the fatter inca-
pacitated, they often chose no means, e.g. arrested
them, dismissed from services, ook their civil and po-
fitical rights, made it very difficult for them to enter Zone
A. The #talians were also often vexed, largely due to the
fact that during fascism the great majority of them Hving
there either openly supported fascism or stayed passive
during various measures taken by fascist authorities 10
thwart national awareness of the Slovenes. Thus some
very cold relations and sometimes even hatred existed
between the {talian and Slovene {Croatian) inhabitants.

janez Kramar {Koper) presented his paper entitled
Migrations from lzala during 1945-1956. He asserted
that between the fall of fascism (July 254 1943) and the
national liberation mainly those migrated from this area
who feared vengeance due 10 their deeds against the
tstran Slovenes. Amongst the emigrants there were also
a number of ltalian land tenants. One of the reasons for
leaving was also the hatred of the Slovene and Croatian

5

peasants who for national and social reasons had joined
the National Liberation Movement.

After the liberation, many emigrated from Zone B.
The ltalian emigration, however, depicted this as a flight
of the people who had to run, including those who had
settled in lzola during the war because of air raids. 882
inhabitarts of 1zola emigrated 1o ltaly at that time.

The second periad of migrations after that prior to
1945 took place during 1948 and 1952, although to
much lesser extent. The empty houses and flats were
settled by immigrants.

The period between the end of 1953 and 1956 can
be according to the speaker denoted as the time of truly
mass migrations from Izola. At the end of his presenta-
tion he promised that a list of 7273 inhabitants of Izola
would be published, who in accordance with the data
from ltalian archives teft zola during the fall of fascism
and the end of 1956.

Jure Gombaé¢ {Faculty of Philosophy Ljubljana) pre-
sented the treatise entitled Migrations from Koper and its
vicinity dusing 1954-1956. He illuminated the events at
the time when a memorandum on the consensus be-
tween the governments of ltaly, Great Britain, USA and
Yugoslavia on the Free Territory of Trieste was initialled
on October 5% 1954 after some very prolonged talks,
negoliations and threats with clash of arms. A memo-
randum on the agreement in which the governments of
hoth countries were instructed, in nine articles, how to
divide the teritory as well as how to deal with the
newly annexed fand and the people fiving there was
also signed.. Namely, on the hasis of Article & of the
memorandum these people were given a year (o decide
whether to gather their property, feave their homes and
feave for a new country, or to stay and try their luck in
the places in which they lived.

Al those ltalians who did not wish to leave their
homes and decided to “preserve the ltalian language
and cuiture'!, as promised ta them in the constitution of
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and in the 8 articles
of the London Memorandum, were invited to build,
together with their Slovene and Croatian brothers,
socialism in the new homeland. All those, on the other
hand, who had been from 1945 on leaving their
firesides in Rijeka, Pula, Rovinj, zadar, Uimag, Piran and
Koper for unknown destiny, were advised to think it
over once more and not to succumb to the propaganda
by the CLN.

The majority of the applications to leave the former
Zone B of the Free Territory of Trieste for ltaly was from
October 26 1954 on dealt with and granted without
any major problems, especiaily if the applicants were of
the ltalian nationality.

tvica Pletikosic (Science and Research Centre Koper)
wrote and presented his paper entitied Migrations from
Piran during 1941-1956. e believes that & would be
difficult to find, in the history of this littoral town, mi-
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grationally more vivacious time as was this period from
the beginning of the war to the early 1961.

The author based his research on the sources kept in
the Piran town archives, on the materials provided by
the Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia in
Liubljana, and on the materials kept in the Koper city
tibrary. He pointed out the following migration waves in
the town of Piran:

tven before the fascist forces attacked the Kingdom
of Yugoslavia, the inhabitants of Rijeka began to retract
1o safety, initially those best informed. And some of
these made use of the empty Piran holiday capacities.

At the tum of 1943, Piran was reached by a new
wave of refugees from Zadar. They must have really been
pushed on, for this was the only migration wave in the
dealt with period. Until the end of the war, Piran also
accepted a mass of refugees from Pula, most of them in
the very {ast two months of the European butchery.

Until the Anglo-American note was issued on Octo-
ber 61 1953, the majority of the Piran people hoped
that the town would be given 1o laly. When alt hopes
were finally shattered on that particular day, the inhabi-
tants began to leave their town in large numbers, In the
autumn of 1953, the first great wave {500 people) was
triggered off. Over the winter the migrations were then
reduced, but culminated again in the summer of 1954
(900 people). The entire story was repeated in the ensu-
ing year {summer wave of 1100 people) and ended in
the spring of 1956, Only 500 indigenous inhabitants
remained in the town.

By 1961 the consequences of these mass migrations
were at least partially mitigated. This was also the pe-
riod, when the town was Slovenised to the greatest ex-
tent {later on it was being increasingly Yugoslavianised).

Boris M. Ciombac {Science and Research Centre Ko-
per) is the author of the treatise entitled Migrations from
Monfalcone during 1945-1948, in which he presented
the political backgsound of numerous ltalians leaving for
Yugostavia between 1945 and 1948. Accerding to the
author, this great migration involved a few thousand
llalian souls and affected one of the greater industrial
centres in the Giulia region. People were leaving their
birthplaces in Monfalcone and surrounding villages of
the lowland Friuli in the vice of semifeudal farming
conditions and great crisis in shipbuilding to find social
justice in the promising country. They were leaving
firmly convinced that fife over there would be better, that
in the country of socialism no poverty would pursue
them.

The names of emigrants, their birth particulars,
names of their fathers and places of residence are in his
opinion an excellent profile of the Monfalcone society
of that time.

Sandi Volk (nstitute {or Fthnic lssues; made his
appearance with the treatise CLNI and exodus from
Zone B of the Free Tewitory of Trieste (Organisational
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proposals 1o the Italian government for the admission
and settling of the refugees from May 1954).

The treatise deals with those standpoints of the CLNI
- National Lieration Committee for Istra (Comitato di
liberazione nazionale dell'istria) - that refer to the solu-
tion of the problems arising due o the arrival of istran
refugees. The author analysed the document from May
1954 kept in File No. 65 in the Commissarsiata Generale
del Governo v Archivio di Stato di Trieste, with which
the CLNI presented its proposals regarding the settling of
refugees from Zone B, who began, after the American
note issued on October 8th 1953, a mass migration to
Zone A of the Free Territory of Trieste. in this 24 pages
long typescript the problem is presented comprehen-
sively and in great detail. Proceeding from the assess-
merd that the measures 1o solve the refugee problems
were from 1945 on unsystematic and improvised, the
CLN! laid down a number of suppositions: delay in set-
thing the refugees will not dissuade the italians from
feaving Zone B and will bring certain political advan-
tage only the Yugoslav side, the communists and
indipendists®; temporary sofutions and meastres must
have as short-term character as possible and must be
directed towards a final solution of the refugee problem;
to achieve this, a considerable intervention by the state
will be needed, and the state means must be used pri-
marily to stop the strong ltalian nuclei in the Trieste and
GCorizia districts; as many refugees as possible must be
setifed in Trieste or as near to Yugoslavia as possible, or
as near to the Free Territory of Trieste as possible. Mak-
ing of the entire settling plan must be ceded to a special
office within the government's presidency itseff, while
its actual implementation must be feft to the following
three institutions: Ente Tre Venezie {nstitution for Three .
Verneto regions) that would atiend to the setiling of. -
farmers, Consorzio nazionale fra cooperative pescatori e
affini (National consortia of Fishing Co-operatives) that
would take care of the fishermen, and Opera per
{‘assistenza ai profughi giuliani e dalmati (Institution for..
the Aid to the Istran and Dalmatian Refugees) that would -
attempt to find jobs for tradesmen and small merchants -
as well as to solve any other problems regarding alf Is-
tran refugees. The final aim of this plan was, apart from -
the ultimate solution of the refugee issue, to preserve the
refugee communities and their social structure, '

The author asserted that this CLNI plan soon became
a kind of a guidance for the halian government in the
attempt to solve the refugee problem, for its directives
and some actual proposals were approved already at the
meeting held on August 7% 1954 in Rome by the repre-
sentative of the Ministerial Councif, the CENI and the
above mentioned institutions. Although not in full and
with some not negligible deviations, this plan is still
recognisable irn all measures and actual solutions that
the ltalian government accepted in the ensuing years for
2 final selution of the refugee problem.
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The last historian to appear at the conference was
Alessandra Argenti Tremui (Koper) with her paper enti-
ded An analysis of migrations from northwestern Istra on
the basis of official papers published at that time. The
sousces upon which she based her research were the
papers published in l@lian fanguage by the Yugoslav
authorities between 1945 and 1956. The authoress be-
lieves that with an analysis of the articles published at
that time it can be assessed that the responsibility for the
exodus (mass migration by the ftalian population from
northwestern Istra) was being ascribed 1o the italian
government, which functioned primarily through CLNIs.
As the main reasons for this exodus, the Yugoslav papers
stated "the loss of their privileged positions inside the
society”, "political irredentic activities and ltalian propa-
ganda", "national feelings of the italians”, "strong kinship
and economic tes between the fittoral belt and Trieste®
and "reinstatement of the soctalist order in Yogoslavia®,

in a long discussion that followed, the following
historians also took part: Milica Kacin Wohinz {Institute
of Modern History Ljubljana}, Joze Pirjevec (Trieste-ZRS
Koper}, Roberto Spazzali {University of Trieste}, Anna
Maria Vinci {University of Trieste}, Milan Gregoric¢
(Koper), Nevenka Troha (Institute of Modern History
Liubljana), Egon Pelikan (ZRS Koper) and a number of
other people.

Amongst the most interesting appearances during the
long discussion was no doubt that of joze Pirjevec, who
with his lifelong experiences called attention of the pre-
sent to the fact that the ltalian project of counting the
emigrants from the Giulia region would probably come
across the same cases as was the case of his father.
Namely, in the list of optants that the statistics will
reckon among "esult there will appear the Siovene
Pierazzi from Sezana who first of all had had his surname
changed with a decree by the fascist authorities and then
retreated, under the communist rule, to Trieste as a
successful merchant. ttthus will not be possible to simply
reckon all the refugees among ltalians - "esuli” - merely
on the basis of the names ltalianised by the fascist
authorities. And if there were up to 30% of emigrants of
Slovene and Croatian nationality among them, the myth
about "merely talian exodus” of course quickly changes
not only in quantitative but also in contentual sense.

One of the critics (or rather observations) expressed
at the conference by a number of participants was that
Croatian historians should be also present at the meet-
ings of this kind. This is of course true from the conten-
tual as well as professional standpoints, although it
should be taken into consideration that in this case we
were dealing with a Phare programme which stipulated
cooperation between ltalian and Slovene historians {as
also evident from the title of the conference). It is hoped,
however, that an opporlunity will arise in the pear future
to organise a meeting at which our Croatian colleagues
could also take part,
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We, the organisers, sincerely hope that a conference
will be held soon, at which our Croatian colleagues
could take part as well. Namely, it has to be underlined
that the issue of migration from Croatian Istra and Dal-
matia ts a problem with quantitatively very different di-
mensions. And & would probably be very useful if the
kalian public as well as politics are made to understand
this. It is therefore perhaps even right that we, the Slto-
venes, are occupied primarily with historical problems
that concern us directly, In this sense, let me say that
Slovenia can deaf with migrations from its today's terri-
tory that was relatively small, with minority {without
rights) that after World War |t remained in the Republic
of ftaly and a number of times “overpaid” the number of
emigrants who declared themselves, when leaving its
territory, ltalian nationals.

At the end let me mention a couple of facts and
questions that are indeed refative to the historical pro-
fession merely as the latest historical issues and were
not an actual subject at the conference bhut were raised
in the ensuing discussion,

During the discussion, the Koper journalist Milan
Gregoric. agreed with the introductory speaker that the
Istran exodus should be placed into a wider context of
European migrations, which were caused by Waorld war
I, but that the present political comparison should then
be observed in the light of the European context. Ac-
cording to his wards, a comparison with the Sudeten
exodus would be most eloguent. While from some two
hundred 1o two hundred and fifty Istrans left their
homeland in a len-year period {from 1945 to 1956}
mostly with the option (o chose the nationality in accor-
dance with the international stipulations, some three
million Sudeten Germans were exiled in a little more
than a year. The plans for this exile were made prior to
the war; they were published in a special memorandum
by the Czech government and were given a concrete
political support by the Allies. Al this mass of people
was rebbed, virtually overnight, of the citizenship with a
decree issued by the President of the Czech Republic,
while the exile itself was organised by the Czech gov-
ernment. In the autumn of 1946, some thousand railway
compositions were prepared to leave for the Wesl, A
similar case was the exile of 32,000 Germans from Brno
to the Austrian border, except that these exiles had to
leave on foot. During the journey a few tens of these
unfortunate people died each day of hunger, iliness,
revenge, etc. In this sense it should be pointed out, said
the speaker, that the Istrans had their movable and par-
tially unmoveable praperty at their disposal. Prior to the
departure they were able to sell their real property, and
in cases when nationalised real estates ware in question,
Yugoslavia had enacted the principle of indemnity, al-
though the optants were not satisfied with it. The Sude-
ten Germans, on the other hand, were completely ex-
propriated. They lost everything and even had to give
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away their securities, precious metal, pieces of art, etc.

Apart from it all, Germary fully resigned, with a le-
gal deed, from all property claims as well as from any
indemnities, while Siovenia and Croatia have been un-
der a constant pressure in connection with the property
of the optants, for which they have been scrupulously
paying the indemnity ...

The speaker also pointed out that the thesis about
the ethnic cleansing and the "Batkan manners® has been
supported even by the moderate ltalian politics; in this
respect he called aur attention to the standpoints of Ro-
co Buttiglione in the Furopean Parliament and his
Yappeal” to the President of the Slovene Republic.

if I myself am allowed to make a comparison with
the events in our immediate neighbourhood, the exodus
of the Istran ltalians {or Sudeten Germans, or "Sloveng"
(Germans) seems to me, in a historical perspective and in
sorne aspects, truly comparable with the present course
of events in the Balkans. The "Balkan manner” of the
exodus can be in the historical perspective seen afso in
a more instructive way. The exodus of Halians (from [stra
and Dalmatia) as well as of Serbs (from Kosovo, Sia-
vonia, Dalmatia, ete.) or German ethnic minorities ook
place - from historical perspective - only when states-
manly, cultural and political etites of the majority nation
that were infatuated with their own superiority abused
their minorities as an instrument for theiv own imperial:
istic purposes. In the case of our western neighbour, this
happened, after World War i, through the annexation of
territories densely populated by the Slovenes and Croats
and, in World War B, through the aggression on the
neighbouring country. The theory, according 1o which,
for example, the colloguial language of the tenuous
higher stratum of a littoral town implicitly defines the
state allegiance of entire regions had after all led to
Mussolini's conviction {he brought the idea to a logical
conclusion) that the "righteous ltalian border would run
along the Dinaric ridge above Dalmatia...". And one of
the very well known slogans, according 10 which
“Serbian fand spreads in all those places where Serbian
graves are’, was in effect derived from a very similar
standpoint.

All these problems should of course be a matter of
the past, a matter of history and historians. And this is
why we are happy to except cooperation by our Ralian
colleagues, who have been tackling these problems with
historical distance and professional responsibility at the
same tirme.

However, the politics of our neighbouring countries
(taly and Austria) is often the reason why even |, a his-
torian, sometimes think about these issues with mixed
feelings. The myth about Austria, as the first victim of
the Nazi Germany, as well as the myth about the
"resistenza™ that should cover all stupidities committed
by the lialian state in the previous century on its eastern
frontier are today showing us, with their political conse-

quences, how short is the way from the historical my-
thology 1o the political reality. In the historical profes-
sion, the myths can in a moment by far surpass the mere
question of “hygiene in this profession” and become a
wider or even generzl social phenomenon or trend. For
this very reason it is also us, the Slovene historians, who
should be especially concerned with them, not only
with our own but also with the foreign ones. Czech his-
torians are probably in a much better position - they are
tucky, for example, that their mighty neighbour has
faced history in an utterly different way than our neigh-
bours -and this is good for us atl.

Vesna Gomezel Mikolic

SLOVENSKS SLAVISTICNI KONGRES V KOPRUL
5. - 7. oktober 2000,

Kot za vecino slovenskib slavisticnih kongresov do-
shej je tudi za letosnjega, ki e potekal v Kopru od 5. do
7. oktobra v organizaciji Slavisticnega drustva Slovenije
in Slavisticnega drustva Koper, bila znacilne mnozic-
nost, tako z vidika predavateljev in drugih sodelujocih
kat obiskovalcev. To je v uvoadnem nagovoru in iz-
crpnem porecilu o dele Slavistiénega drustva Slovenije
v zadnjem letu poudarif tudi dosedanii predsednik tega
drustva dr. Zoltan Jan, ki je bil na ab¢nem zboru pred
zacetkom kongresa po dveletnem mandatu razreden te
funkcije in na cigar mesto je bil izvolien dr. Marko Je-
sensek s Pedagoske fakultete v Mariboru. Tako je na
zhorovanju sodelovalo kar 48 referentov, od tega 23
doktoriev znanostl; na Stevilnib prizoriscih, kjer so po-
tekale razlicne dejavnosti zhorovanja, in sicer v Kristalni
dvorani Hotela Koper, koprskem gledafiscu, Osrednji
knjiznici Srecka Vitharia, kajigasni Libris, galerifi Loza, v
prostorin ftalijanske skupnosti, Kosmacevi hist v Piranu
in se kje, ter na strokovnih popotovanjih po koprskem
mestnem  fedru, zaledju Slovenske istre, Krasu in
Trzaskem pa je bilo vedno dovoli obiskovaicey.

V uvednem delu sta zbrane goste poleg dr. Zoltana
Jana pozdravila tudi koprski zupan Dino Pucer, ki se je s
kratkim nagovorom v narecju lepo ziil z eno izmed
osrednjih tem letosnjega kongresa, in dr. Lucija Colk,
tedanja direktorica ZRS Koper in v.d. dekanice Fakultete
za humanisti¢ne Studije v Kopru. Podelili so tudi na-
grade Slavisticnega drustva Slovenije, ki 50 jih za svoje
zasluzno delo na podrocju slovenistike prejeli: dr. Agnie-
szka Bédkowska-Kopczyk, dr. Mihaela Koletnik, prof.
Marija Koncina, prof. Vinko Omerzel in prof. Magda
Strazisar. Za castne ¢lane drudtva pa so razglasili: akad.
prof, dr. Janka Kasa (ki se sicer na imenovanje ni odzval
in ga v Koper ni hilo), prof. Silva Faturja, prof. Janeza
Gradisnika in prof. dr. Zinko Zorko. Po uvodnem pre-
davanju akademika prof. dr. Borisa Paternuja o pogledih




