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ABSTRACT

This article analyzes and discusses the traceshthie Battle of the Frigid River
and its protagonists left in two Old Icelandic texX¥eraldar saga from the early thir-
teenth century, and Ambrésius saga biskups frontaxppately the same period.
The Viking Eugenius in the Icelandic romance Kaialsaga, most likely to have
been written in the fourteenth century, might haeen modelled on the same his-
torical figure as the one referred to in Veraldargse and Ambrdsius saga. In Veral-
dar saga, the Emperor Theodosius | is describeteisg the most important figure
of his age, a representative of imperial power anstaunch supporter of Christian
orthodoxy, while Eugenius is assigned the minoe wfl usurper. In Ambrésius saga,
the battle is described in detail, with the empblasi hagiographical elements which
evolved around the event during the Late AntiquityKirialax saga, the Viking
Eugenius, who might have been borrowed from Veradga, is depicted together
with Attila and Theodoric the Ostrogothas one of the efficient and intimidating
war leaders who were invading Italy during the La&tetiquity, which, by implica-
tion, increases the value of Kirialax's victory ogech an enemy.

Key words: Battle of the Frigid River, Late Antiuand medieval Latin sources,

medieval Icelandic accounts, hagiography, historagy, medieval Icelandic ro-
mance
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TRACCE DELLA BATTAGLIA DEL FIUME FRIGIDO NELLA SAGA ISLAN-
DESE SULLA STORIA DEL MONDO, NELLA SAGA SUL VESCOV@M-
BROGIO E SUOI EVENTUALI ECHI NELLA SAGA SU KIRIALAX

SINTESI

L'articolo analizza le tracce della battaglia detifido e dei guerrieri coinvolti
lasciate in due saghe cavalleresche medioevalhd#ai: nella cronaca della storia
del mondo (Veraldar saga) e nella biografia delog& Ambrogio (Ambrosius saga
biskups), fa pero anche il punto su possibili iifegnti riscontrabili nella Saga di
Kirialax (Kirialax saga). Nella saga sulla Storizetimondo il ruolo di protagonista
spetta all'imperatore Teodosio | che da devoto eege cristiano e valoroso difen-
sore dell'integrita dell'lmpero sconfigge il viclgo Eugenio, in cui si pud ricono-
scere il rivale di Teodosio, I'imperatore EugenB92-294). Nella saga dedicata al
vescovo Ambrogio la battaglia viene dettagliatareesescritta, € intrisa di elementi
agiografici risalenti al periodo tardo classico @& la storiografia medievale ha suc-
cessivamente fatto propri. Anche nella Saga digfdet appare la figura del vichingo
Eugenio in veste di valoroso condottiero germanjg@sentato come predecessore
di Teoderico il Grande e Attila. In conformita ctenleggende eroiche germaniche
nella Saga di Kirialax, Attila e Teoderico risultarcoevi, ma contrariamente alla
tradizione germanica che li presenta in chiave fwsj nella storiografia medievale
la loro coesistenza assume una connotazione mareaite negativa. Lo si puo evin-
cere anche dalla Saga di Kirialax in cui appare ammotazione sui delitti commessi
dai due personaggi storici durante gli attacchi'laipero Romano. Nella saga si en-
fatizza in questo modo la natura pericolosa detypqiazioni germaniche e di conse-
guenza la grandezza della vittoria di Kirialax sudenio che appartiene appunto al
mondo germanico.

Parole chiave: battaglia del Frigido, fonti latineardoantiche e medievali, scritti
medievali islandesi, agiografia, romanza medievedeanza islandese

THE BATTLE OF THE FRIGID RIVER

In 1994, an international symposium was held atcéh&tle of Zemono (5.-8. 9.
1994), in order to commemorate the 1600th annivgretthe Battle of the Frigid
River (waged at an unidentified location near thpava River in what is now west-
ern Slovenia) and to discuss the significance isf ¢fvent in the broader context of
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Late Antiquity and the development of early Chaastty in western lllyricum and
north-east ltaly (Bratoz, 1993; 1994b). The papeese published by the National
Museum in Ljubljana in 1996 in the anthology eetitWestillyricum und Nordosti-
talien in der spatrémischen Zeit. Zahodni llirik $everovzhodna Italija v pozni rim-
ski dobj edited by Dr. Rajko BratoZ. His research intoeLantiquity Greek and
Latin sources, his discussion of the correspondiedieval Latin accounts as well as
his analysis of the gradual development and ememei the most important
hagiographical elements associated with the béBtatoz, 1994a) have provided a
good starting point for further research into thatt® of the Frigid River whose
spiritual and ideological significance had alredmben recognised in Late Antiquity
and further acknowledged in the Medieval period.

In the Battle of the Frigid River, which took place 5 and 6 September 394,
Theodosius |, praised as an orthodox Christian,asdival in the West, Eugenius,
denoted as a pagan by Christian tradition, evelytuakolved their tensions in an
open military confrontation. As Eugenius was backgdhe pagan aristocracy from
Rome, the battle had been regarded from the veginbimgs as a fight between
Christianity and paganism. The battle itself, hogrewvemains a rather mysterious
event as, in spite of numerous accounts from Latgaity and the Medieval period,
as well as several modern studies, it is still cleir where the battle actually took
place or how it was waged. Even though the ba#tledt regarded as a ground-
breaking event by military historians (Demandt, 8923; Springer, 1996, 92), it was
politically and ideologically so significant that terms of political importance it was
believed to be on a par with the Battle of the MitvBridge, which took place in
312.

The encounter between Theodosius and Eugeniustdhasois in the year 392,
when Emperor Valentinian 1l was found hanged ing@tace in the Gaulish town of
Vienna. Arbogast, who was Frank by origin and tr@mmilitary leader in the West,
was actually in charge of Valentinian's part of #mepire. He was regarded as being
primarily responsible for the Emperor's death, andn after nominated Eugenius,
the former teacher of rhetoric, as the new empésrEugenius allowed himself to
be nominated by the notorious Arbogast, his owrutaon suffered accordingly.
Historiography from the Late Antiquity and Medieysdriod commented on his close
associations with the strong pagan opposition im&@Jones, 1963, 30-33), which
quarrelled with Archbishop Ambrose of Milan, anchdnded the restoration of the
Altar of Victory to its former position in the Rom&Curia, from where it had been
removed by Emperor Gratian in 382 (Wallis, 2008;-118). Eugenius yielded to this
group's request when he recognised the futilitgisfattempts to reach reconciliation
with Theodosius I. In order to gain support fronstimfluential social group, he al-
lowed the restitution of the altar to its formecdtion and the renewal of pagan cults.
This brought down upon him the wrath of the Chaistclergy, Ambrose in particu-
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lar, and the accusation that he had rejected @Ginist and embraced paganism, a
reproach which is difficult to confirm as Eugenitedigious convictions are far from
being clear. He is depicted as an undisputed phgaome historians (Ferrill, 1986,
73), while others believe he was nominally a Claisieven though his sympathies
lay with paganism (Bloch, 1963, 199; O'Flynn, 1983). Still others argue that the
Church consciously and systematically exaggeratedsations levelled at Eugenius,
as this line of argument corresponded rather wéh vts political and ideological
ends (O'Donnell, 1978).

Theodosius arrived in the West at the beginningseptember in 394, after a
thorough military preparation. In the second hélMay he travelled from Constan-
tinople via Thrace, where he joined forces with eruowis barbarian troops consisting
mostly of Goths, Alans and Huns, continuing his wapugh the Danube region, un-
til he arrived at the Alpine passes where he hadadly encountered Eugenius'
forces, as recorded by numerous writers of the Basquity and Medieval period.
According to contemporary Late Antiquity and laMedieval sources, Theodosius
initially fared rather badly but later he was bed#id to have won the battle with di-
vine assistance in the shape of a strong wind, twbiew into the faces of Eugenius
and his soldiers with such force that their ownaspeand arrows aimed at Theodo-
sius' side were turned against themselves (Ko¥896, 113). This was an event in-
terpreted by contemporaries (especially Theodosusporters) as a sign of divine
favour. By adhering to this vision of events, thenkns remained faithful to their
own tradition, in which there was hardly a battléheut intervening meteorological
factors which, according to popular belief, wer8uenced by the gods (Demandt,
1996, 39). For that reason, it is currently difficto determine to what degree the
reference to this strong wind, which was supposeldalve been a decisive factor in
the outcome of the battle, wasa@pos and to what degree it was an actual event.
This meteorological disaster, regarded as a mifacte the very start, was expanded
by other hagiographical elements as early as thiegef Late Antiquity to include
such elements as the apparition of the evangetish &nd the apostle Phillip in
Theodosius' dream, his prayer on a high cliff, desertion of one part of Eugenius'
army into Theodosius' camp, and the energeticamjliaction of one of Theodosius'
commanders, Bacurius, all of which are supposeuktthe response to Theodosius'
prayer. After the battle, Eugenius was captured lzefteaded while Arbogast com-
mitted suicide (Bratoz, 1994a, 7-22; Springer, 1986-76). The rest of the army
fared much better as Archbishop Ambrose easilyyselsd Theodosius to grant a

1 The most notable writers are as follows: Sangtmbrosius, 11.—13.; Claudius Claudianus, 15.; Tur-
ranius Rufinus, 22.; Paulus Orosius, 25.; Sanctueelhis Augustinus, 26.; Philostorgius, 27.; So-
crates Scholasticus, 29.; Zosimus, 31.; Theodar&fiis Sozomenus, 34.; Johannes Antiochenus, 40.;
Georgios Monachos, 45.; Georgios Kedrenos, 47.pfNioros Callistus Xanthopulos, 48. (éaéel,
1971, 26-44).
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general amnesty to the defeated soldiers and filamily members, which marked a
radical break with the late republican and earlpénial practice of annihilating de-
feated opponents (Bratoz, 1994a, 38).

As mentioned earlier, Late Antiquity and Medievalces in Greek and Latin
have been more or less thoroughly researched, Wieléssue of corresponding ver-
nacular accounts still remains open. One of thegaes of this article is therefore to
draw the scholars' attention to the fact that th&l® of the Frigid River is far from
being an exhausted topic and that the accounteeokvent written in various ver-
nacular languages could stimulate further researththis important military con-
frontation. In order to stress the point, the &tidiscusses two medieval Icelandic
texts in which the battle is referred to, althowgth a different degree of attention
and from different angles. These are the univerthabnicleVeraldar sagaand the
saint's lifeAmbrosius saga biskup#hich both raise the issue of potential reminis-
cences of the battle in the Late Mediekalalax saga

KIRIALAX SAGA

The idea that the traces of the Battle of the Brigiver might be found in medie-
val Icelandic literature emerged as a result of eriensive research intirialax
saga a Late Medieval prose text. It is classified bgrhry science as an Icelandic
romance, a popular and flourishing literary geralsd designated as Icelandid-
dara sogujy, which emerged in medieval Iceland in the fountheand fifteenth cen-
turies and which shared with medieval European rmmaahe same narrative pattern:
the hero's departure from home, adventures, sueseksnarriage (van Nahl, 1981,
11, 28). In common with other Icelandic romand€@sialax sagasees the hero like-
wise exchange his safe domestic environment fgoeztacular journey around the
world, which he successfully completes, marries Eades behind descendants of
equal distinction to himself. What maki€gialax sagaexceptional among other Ice-
landic romances is its impressive element of elwmitnamely, an exceptional quan-
tity of learning and pseudo-learning having itstsoo the classical and medieval tra-
dition which found its way into various medievaklandic and Old Norse transla-
tions and adaptations which are based on thistiwmad(Cook, 1982, 305-308;
Kalund, 1917a, XVIII-XXVI; 1917b, 6-12Kirialax sagaabounds in 'learned' ref-
erences to various well-known historical, legendarg pseudo-historical figures and
events which are included in the text and whichsaeinto such unreal and highly
fictitious narrative situations that these learneféérences — in spite of their scientific
status by medieval standards — nevertheless maoagjgarpen the reader's aware-
ness of the saga's fictitious character. The sobfids section, however, is limited to
the discussion of only one of the saga's numersesdo-historical figures, namely
the Viking Eugenius, whom, according to the saba,dgponymous hero confronts in
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Sicily at the time of Eugenius' attack on the KofdSicily, Lodovicus, and his guest,
Emperor Zend: »[...] and they sailed first to Sicily. At that time thmperor was
dwelling there whose name was Zeno. He was fighdinpat time in the east, but
then there came the Viking from the northern heh@sp whose name was Eugenius
and he nearly won the kingdom of Sicily from thgkbut at this point the Emperor
Zeno came there and fought against the Viking émermal days. The Viking had an
army of many men and they were very brave, andhhéykilled a great host of the
Emperor, and now the Emperor settled in a certawrt which is called Syracuse,
and Eugenius was daily attacking the town. «

Kirialax with his successful action saves the ditra while Eugenius flees over
the mountains (the Alps), and in Swabia and Halistathers new forces with which
he later returns to Italy and captures RomEugenius|...] and then he headed
northwards over the mountains and raised the amgvafa and Hollzetuland and
then harried in Italy and performed there brave dieand captured Rome at last, ac-
cording to the account in the Gesta Romanardm

According to Kalund (Kalund, 1917a, XX), the desition of Eugenius as a Vi-
king, which occurs irKirialax saga, might be borrowed frorveraldar sagawhich
records Theodosius I's victory over Eugenius: »$ifedldi Theodosius viking pann
er Evgenius het ok ser hafdi eignat Rumveriarikiar(slation: »Then Theodosius cut
down the Viking whose name was Eugenius and whocbaduered the kingdom of
the Romans«) (Benediktsson, 1944, 62). There idaubt that here Eugenius (392—
394) is considered to be the usurper from the flateth century, since he is pre-
sented as a contemporary of Archbishop Ambrose itdrM(ca. 347-420) and St.
Jerome (ca. 338-397), but otherwigeraldar sagadoes not provide any further in-
formation about his activities (Benediktsson, 1%121763).5

2 All the translations of the passages from Oldsdanto English are the work of the writer of thisi-
cle, and they endeavour to follow the original ®ldrse texts as faithfully as possible, with theyonl
exception being that the author did not accounef@ry pa, sidan, eptir, nd and ok.

3 The original text:»[...] ok sigla fyrst til Siciliam. bar sat pa keisaresr, Zeno het, pviat hann hafdi
pann tima heriad i austr-veg, en pa var komen afinbalfu heimsens vikingr sa, er Eugenius het;
hann hafdi naliga unnit undan konginum Sikileydi,rok kom par keisaren Zeno i pan punkt ok hafdi
barizt vid vikingin marga daga. Vikingren hafdi ggni hers, ok voru miog hardfeingir, ok hofdu peir
drepit micit lid af keisaranum, ok settizt hannireina borg, er Siracusana heitir, en Eugenius berz
dagliga & borginaqKalund, 1917a, 57-58).

4 The original textssEugeniug...] ok hellt hann sidan nordr um fiall ok elfdizt atili Svafa ok Holl-
zetu landi ok heriadi sidan & Italia ok vann paorsterk, ok um sidir vann hann Romaborg, eptir pvi
sem Gesta Romanorum segikélund, 1917a, 62).

5 The editions of medieval historiographical teseerred to in this paper: Droysen, 1879, 352—353;
Mommsen, 1894b, 470; Muratorius, 1855, 893—-894;t¥yaB881, 759-760; Pertz, 1881, 56-57; Hof-
meister, 1912, 206.
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In Veraldar sagathere is no mention of Eugenius' links with Rome &s pagan
traditions, the emphasis of the account being snntilitary efficiency, and subse-
qguent conquest of the kingdom of the Romans, whiskodosius |, the legitimate
emperor residing in Constantinople, finds so alagrihat he takes relentless military
action against himKirialax saga, by contrast, associates Eugenius closely not just
with the kingdom of the Romans but with the veratef it, Rome, depicting him
as a war leader who captures the city. The fadthtbas seen as a conqueror of the
city and not of the empire, as Wferaldar sagastresses the prestige of Rome rather
than the Roman Empire as a whole. In spite of teéahdic term ‘vikingr' inveral-
dar saga Eugenius is firmly set in the context of the Romeorld. Kirialax saga by
contrast, transforms him into a Germanic hero lapelating the account of his ac-
tivities not found inveraldar sagaAccording toKirialax sagg Eugenius crosses the
Alps after his defeat in Sicily, returns to Swabiad Hollstein where he gathers new
troops and with their assistance he invades Itaty@nquers Rome. The 'Germanic'
nature of the episode is further strengthened byatcount of Theodoric the Os-
trogoth and Attila, the two notorious heroes of regdl historiography and central
figures of Germanic heroic legend, whose evil deledthe saga — like those of
Eugenius — are felt by both Italy and the westenpiee in general»At that time a
powerful chieftain ruled over Rome who was callé@ tpatricius; then King
Theodericus made an attack on Rome and plundegrdat deal and conquered all
these peoples who lived east and south of the mimsnand were formerly called
Gotar, Vandali and Lumbardi, and all these kingdomisch were nearby. The patri-
cius sent his men to meet Attila, king of the Hamgl asked him to come with his
army and fight in alliance with the Romans, becathge Huns were winning great
victories throughout the northern hemisphere anewgwvery famous on account of
their warfare.But Attila did not want that. And eventually Theidcles himself cap-
tured the city of Rome and killed the patricius amdhis way he became the lord of
Rome. This very Theodericus is called in the Daldslguage bidrekr. After that he
committed many a crime in the city of Rome, becat#&s time the heresy of Arius
was spreading rapidly throughout the world and thidrekr followed it eagerly, and
therefore he caused the holy Pope Johannes tofditarvation in prison and killed
two excellent nobles, Simacus and Boecius, aslaterkin many books, Gesta Ro-
manorum and Iméago Mundi and Dialogi Gregorii. KiAdtila ravaged at that time
in Saxland and Frankland. At this time the messengéKing Dionicus came from
England with many ships and they had with themdaeghter of King Dionicus
whose name was Ursula, and with her eleven thousaidens, and they were given
as a token of reconciliation to the King of the Rka, but King Attila attacked him
with all his army and obtained great booty. Heddllthere every living soul on these
ships, but he chose for himself Ursula, the Kinlgiaghter, and all her maidens, but
since they did not want to fornicate with heatheannpKing Attila gave orders to his
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men to behead them all in one single day. Latethaty were enshrined there, and
since then they have been called the maidens afg@e| and the mass-day in their
memory is celebrated seven nights before the fimstof the two apostles, Simon
and Jude. After this crime Attila returned homédtmaland«®

Even though Theodoric with the assistance of welleated Roman writers suc-
cessfully developed propaganda about his peagafitland prosperous reign (Moor-
head, 1982, 592-593), he acquired a status of inttdn medieval historiography
whose views of Theodoric were to a significant éegshaped by ecclesiastics of
Late Antiquity? It was not, however, the ruthlessness with whiereliminated his
rivals but his adherence to Arianism and his slufireesponsibility for the deaths of
the senators Boethius and Symmachus, and Popg(lUive, 1953, 83), which gave
him such bad press throughout medieval historidgraplowever, if the suffering of
these three notables was seen in medieval tex@sesult of his religious fanaticism
(Droysen, 1879, 218-219; Muratorius, 1855, 904-90%jtz, 1881, 753-754, 781;
Pertz, 1881, 93; Hofmeister, 1912, 229, 232), thieipy of Theodoric and Attila as

6 The original text»ba var settr yfir Roma riki haufdingi sa, er patus het; pa striddi Theodoricus
kongr upp & Roma ok giordi micit hervirki ok vantaapeer piodir, sem voru fyri austan ok sunnan
fiall ok voru fordum Gotar kallader, Vandali ok Lbardi ok aull pau riki, er naerri voru. Patricius
sendi menn & fund Attila Huna kongs ok bat hannakored sinn styrk ok beriazt med peim Romve-
rium, pvi at Hunir unnu pa micin sigr vida um noralifuna ok urdu freegir miog af sinum hernadi. En
Attila villdi pat eigi. Ok um sidir vann pessi saffieodericus Roma borg ok felldi patricium ok eig-
nadizt med pvi Romam. pessi sami Theodericus kallafanska tungu bidrekr; hann giordi sidan
maurg illvirki i Roma borg, pviat i pan tima geckag fram villa Arius um heimen, ok fylgdi pess pi-
drekr henne fast, ok bar fyri svellte hann Johanrelgan pafa i hel ok drap tvo agiseta hofdingia
Simacum ok Boethium, sem segir i morgum bokuma@®eshanorum ok Imago Mundi, Dialogi Gre-
gorii. Attila kongr heriadi penna tima um[&]land ok Frakland. | pan tima kvomu sendimenn
Dionici kongs af Einglandi med morgum skipum okftiaumedr ser dottur Dionici kongs, er het
Ursula, ok med henne XI pusundir tigina meyia, @tu\paer presentadar i seettar gerd Frakka kongi,
en Attila kongr lagdi at honum med allan sinn h&rtok par micit herfang ok drap par hvert mannz
barn af peim skipum, en tok til sin Ursulam kongstrdok allar henar meyiar, en med pvi at peer
villdu eigi sampyckia vid heidna menn, let Attingr sina menn halshéggva peer allar & einum degi,
ok voru peer sidan skrinlagdar par, ok eru pgdan] kalladar Kolnis meyiar, ok peira messu dagr
hallden siau nottum fyri tveggia postola messu 8imet Jude. Eptir petta illvirki hvarf Attila kong
heim i Hunaland...J«(Kalund, 1917a, 62-64).

7 The hatred of contemporary clergy which is téed in theLiber Pontificalis the Anonymus Valesia-
nusand Gregory'®ialogi continued to occur throughout the medieval perEing reflected also in
medieval Icelandic texts. For the image of Thearlas a pope's murderer, $égilagra manna ségur
(Unger, 1877, 245) anderaldar saga(Benediktsson, 1944, 64). Theodoric had no peama fheir
hatred even after his death. In addition to thd-webwn image of Theodoric, who is thrown into a
volcano after his death, which had originated ia Blialogi and reappeared later in many medieval
historiographies, for example, Pauli Landolfigue additamenti§Droysen, 1879, 219fkkehardi
Uraugiensis ChronicgWaitz, 1881, 753), there is another image of tiosorious king, existing in
Ottonis Episcopi Frisingensis Chroni¢blofmeister, 1912, 232) and being borrowed frofk fitera-
ture that Theodoric was carried alive into hellhmisebacksHinc puto fabulam illam traductam qua
vulgo dicitur Theodoricus vivus equo sedens adadsfdescendissg&iofmeister, 1912, 232).
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contemporaries — even though in reality Attila died453 and Theodoric was not
born until the 450s — is a distinguishing featufegGermanic heroic legend, which
made contemporaries of many prominent historic@lirés who, in reality, lived in
different historical periods. The co-existence dfe@doric and Attila is found, for
example, irPidreks sagaGudranarkvida in pridjain the Poetic Edda, and in a num-
ber of medieval German poems suclDas HildebrandsliedDas Niebelungenlied
Alpharts Tod Rabenschlachand Dietrichs Flucht.In these texts Theodoric is de-
picted as being an exile at Attila's court, depemnas the generosity of Attila, King
of the Huns, who supports Theodoric's unsuccesgfaeimpts to regain his inheri-
tance, the kingdom of Italy, taken away from himhiy treacherous uncle Eormanric
(Guest, 1998). According to these poems, Attila igenerous host and Theodoric
(526!) emerges as a man of great nobility who fiaes his great victories against
Eormanric (375!) in order to save the lives of tien who were captured by Eor-
manric, while fighting for Theodoric's return tal.

However, the only element of Germanic heroic legemKirialax saga the co-
existence of Attila and Theodoric, which is marksda number of positive connota-
tions in Germanic heroic legend, is used in theasagdemonise the characters of
both Attila and Theodoric. Atilla's determinatiootrto assist theatriciusis an in-
troduction to his other negative deeds, namely,itivasion of the West and the
slaughter of St. Ursula and her companions (DividQ9, 175), and apart from that,
his passivity enables Theodoric to conquer Italy Bwlulge in religious persecution.
In Kirialax saga Attila and Theodoric are regarded as intrudecsnfrthe North
whose actions are as damaging as those of Eugamilikis inarticulate soldiers. The
deeds of the Viking Eugenius must therefore be g¥vom the broader perspective
of the dangerous Germanic world which threaterlg, lt@hose military vulnerability
changes the country into an ideal target for adwens from the Germanic North. In
Kirialax saga the Viking Eugenius is an undisputed Germaniceatiwer, which
contrasts sharply with the image of Eugeniu¥énaldar sagawhere this figure — in
spite of the use of the Icelandic word ‘vikingremains firmly rooted in the context
of the world of Rome during the Late Antiquity. dther words, Eugenius Kirialax
sagamoves in the sphere of fiction, while his namesak¥eraldar sagais firmly
rooted in the world of medieval historiography.

VERALDAR SAGA

As mentioned earlieNeraldar sagathe world chronicle or universal history, re-
fers to the confrontation between Theodosius argeRiws. But before analysing the
weight and significance of this event in the chetmiit is necessary to mention the
most notable features of this genre. The histothénuniversal chronicle is presented
as a coherent unit (Vanderputten, 2001, 147-148phgbin its Late Antiquity and
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Medievalversiongdividedinto thefollowing six agesthefirst ageextendingrom the
creationof theworld to Noah,thesecondrom Noahto Abraham thethird from Abra-
hamto David, the fourth from David to the BabylonianCaptivity, the fifth from the
Jews'returnfrom the BabylonianCaptivity to the adventof Christ,andthe sixth from
the arrival of Christ, onwardsto the writers' own times; the mostnotableuniversal
chroniclersin Late Antiquity andthe Medieval period being: Eusebiusof Caesarea,
Augustine,Orosius,Bedethe Venerablesidoreof Seville,Jansder Enikel, Otto von
Freising,Sigeberbf Gembloux,\Vincentde Beauvaisandothers.In thefirst four ages,
universalchroniclesdedicatemostof their energyandspacewith the notableexcep-
tion of the Troyans referredto in thethird age)to the history of the Jewsfrom the Old
Testamen{Gropper,2009)andit is in the fifth agethat othernationalities— suchas
Babylonians,Assyrians,Persians Greeksand Romans— receive attentionand the
properrecognitionof their significancein world history. Thefifth ageis characterised
in particularby two momentougurning points:the emergencef the RomanEmpire
andthe birth of Christ, both eventshavingtakenplaceunderthe EmperorAugustus.
The fact that Christ'sbirth actuallycoincidedwith the beginningof the Romanor the
so-calledfourth empire(the previousonesbeingthe Assyrian,Persianand Macedo-
nian empires),which was considerecheverto pass,acquireda symbolic dimension
amongearlyByzantinewritersin particular(Averincev,2005,81-82).

The co-existence of the Roman Empire and Chrigtiaisi the leading motif
which dominates the entire sixth age, and theudtittowards Christianity is an im-
portant criterion by whicheraldar sagaassesses almost each emperor. The sixth
age begins conventionally with the account of Qlsrigirth and death and continues
in Veraldar sagaup to its writer's own period, the reign of ther@an Emperor
Friedrich 1. Barbarossa (11190), which means Weataldar sagamust have been
written at the end of the twelfth century, while ldest surviving fragment dates
from ca. 1200. The saga in the sixth age painsgkimaces the transfer of imperial
power from the Romans and the emperors in Constapig to the emperors in Ger-
many, which, according tderaldar sagajs now ruled by Friedrich | (Benediktsson,
1944, 71). The purpose of this chapter is to exantive role of the Battle of the
Frigid River as well as its significance in allgHilood of information and details
concerning the greatness and eternity of the irmppawer extending from Augustus
to Friedrich I. In other words, according to whaitegia did the battle and its pro-
tagonists gain access into the sixth age, deeglggoupied with the issue of the Ro-
man Empire whose existence had a deeper spiritdhkachatological meaning, on
the assumption that the Roman Empire, unlike thesere it — the Babylonian, Per-
sian and Greek empires — would thrive for everil tihé end of time (Goetz, 2000,
4-5). The broader context of the battlevieraldar sagas as follows:»Gratian and
Valentinian [Valentinian 1] had power for six years. Gratian gave authority to
Theodosius. He had many battles with heathen pe@pid was highly successful. At

10
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thistime Martin wasa bishopin Tours,the mostdistinguishecdamongpeople because
of his sanctityandthe miracleshe had performed Maximus[MagnusMaximus]was
calledthekingin Britain. With hisarmyhemarchedo Franceandtreacherouslyur-
suedGratian, so that he waskilled in the town which was called Lvgdvnvm[Lyon].
ThenMaximusexpelledValentinianand his motherJustinafrom Italy. Shewas se-
ducedinto thereligion of the priest Arius and shedid muchdamageto her peopleand
herson.Theodosiushe Greatwastheruler in the easternempirewith Gratian for six
years,andlater, after his death,he wasemperorfor elevenyears.In his handsValen-
tinian soughtprotection.And Theodosiuged him into the true faith and strengthened
him somuchthat heavengechis brother[Gratian], andhekilled Maximusin thetown
calledAquilegia[Aquilea]. AtthistimeQueenlustinadied. ThenTheodosiusutdown
the Viking whowascalled Eugeniusand who had conqueredhe kingdomof the Ro-
mans At thistime, Ambrosewasbishopin Milan, veryfamousanddistinguishedAnd
thenJeromewasa priest,generallyfamousfor hiserudition.&

The passage is completely silent about the bastlsuah, its exact location and
the exact date of its course, the only signifidact being Theodosius' elimination of
Eugenius. The analysis of the passage revealsthibamain hero is Theodosius I,
while Eugenius is depicted as being one of his mooeerivals for the imperial posi-
tion in the West. In the religious sphere, Theod®$s$ lauded as a fighter against pa-
gan peoples and as an orthodox Christian, who sséve young Emperor Valentin-
ian from Arian heresy and leads him to the truéhfagainst the wishes of Valentin-
ian's mother Justina. The pious emperor reaps osnarthe political field as well,
destroying two usurpers in the West, first the rotes Magnus Maximus and then
Eugenius. The importance of the political spher&uither confirmed by Eugenius’
conquest of the ‘kingdom of the Romans', which ésrdheodosius to conduct a re-
lentless military campaign against him. In otherd®) it is the political implications
of Eugenius' act, not his religious transgressiontsch alarm Theodosius to such a
degree that he eventually decides to annihilateihian open battle once and for all.

8 The original textssGracianvs ok V(alentinianvs) hofdv riki .vi. &(racianvs) gaf riki Theodosio.
Hann hadi margar orrostvr vid heidnar piodir ok valisigrseell. A peim tibvm var Martinvs Tvrons-
borgar byskup ageeztr manna af heeilagleic sinvmagkvm peim er hann gerpi. Maximvs het
konvngr a Bretlandi. hann for med her sin a Fradask beitti velvm Gracianvm sva at hann var ve-
gin i borg peirri er i Lvgdvnvm heitir. Sipan rakaMimvs V(alentinianvm) ok Jvstino modvr hans a
brot af Italia. hon var villt i trv Arrii p(restzpk spillti miog fyrir bvanda sinvm ok sva syni. Besivs
in mikli var .vi. vetr konvngr i Avstrriki med Grano en eptir hans daga var hann kei(sari) .xi. ar.
honvm til handa flydi Va(entinianvs) in yngri. Ehébdosius feerdi hann a retta trv ok efldi hann til
pes at hann hefndi brodvr sins ok drap Maximvmbaify pa er Agvilegia heitir. J pan tid do Ivstina
drotni<n>g. Sipan felldi Theodosivs viking pannErgenivs het ok ser hafdi eignat Rumveriariki. A
peim tipvm var Ambrosivs byskvp i Meilansborg hardaok ageetr. ba var ok Jeronimvs p(restr) al-
lagetr af frodleic sinvmBenediktsson, 1944, 64).

11
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AMBROSIUS SAGA BISKUPS

If the encounter between Theodosius and Eugeninsbeaviewed from a clear
political and secular perspective, the religiouselision of their confrontation in
Ambrésius sagis much better emphasised — which, accordingdcstlya's designa-
tion as a saint's life — does not come as any iserpragiography of the Late Antig-
uity and Medieval period tended to divide saintgd into two main groupgas-
sionesandvitae Thepassiofocuses on the saints' suffering and martyr'shdehts
aspect being particularly emphasised in the pesfothassive religious persecutions
before Constantine I, while théta asserted its position later, in the age of Constan
tine and his successors, when the focus of sarsgttifyed from the saints' martyr's
death to their renunciation of the world, theirhfigagainst evil forces, temptation of
all kinds and even their own bodies. The best knewammples of this kind of sanc-
tity were provided in the fourth century Bita sancti Antonii eremitaand Vita
sancti Martini(Wallis, 2008, 89). Ambrose, the most marked esiaktical personal-
ity of the fourth century, notable for his oppasitito Arianism, his confrontation
with the notorious Arian supporter, the Empresgidas and his famous quarrels
with Theodosius in matters of ecclesiastical juggdn, was provided with his biog-
raphyVita Sancti AmbrosiMediolanensis Episcopwritten by his secretary and no-
tarius Paulinus from Milan, as early as in thetfitscades of the fifth century.

In medievallceland,the translationof his biographymusthavebeenmadeat the
turn of thetwelfth andthirteenthcenturiesbeingattributedto the notableBenedictine
monkGunnlauglLeifsson(t1218,1219)from the monasteryof Pingeyrarin the north
of Iceland.A quick glanceat Ambrdésiussagarevealsthe presenceof the elements
which do not occurin Paulinusbiography.lt sufficesto mentiononly threeof them:
first, the birth of the future Empresslustinain dramaticand extraordinarycircum-
stancedgoretellingherfutureimperial position(Ambrésiussagabiskups,1. Ambr28—
29); second St. Ursula'smartyrdomin the sagais setin thelatefourth century,which
correspondsoughlywith the chronologyin Historia RegumBritanniae by Geoffrey
of Monmouth (Ambrdsiussagabiskups,8. Ambr35), which in Gunnlaug'difetime
representedh considerablebreak with the then firmly establishedradition of St.
Ursulaandhereleventhousandvirgins who were,accordingto tradition, slaughtered
by Attila duringthefifth century(Divjak, 2009,180-181);andfinally the accountof
Eugeniusaandthe Battle of the Frigid River (Ambrdésiussagabiskups,15. Ambr41-42,
16. Ambr42—44) which alsoconfirmsthatPaulinusaccountin Ambrosiussagais vi-
tally expandedwvith various,well known hagiographielementsPaulinusaccountof
thetrio EugeniusTheodosiugndAmbroseis fairly short.EugeniusncursAmbrose's
displeasuréy hisdecisionto havethe Altar of Victory reinstatedatits formerlocation
in the RomanCuria.In orderto avoid anycontactwith Eugeniusthearchbishogven
leavesMilan for Florenceandhurls reproachest the new emperorfrom a safedis-

12
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tance(Vita SanctiAmbrosii, Ch. 27). When Eugeniusmarchesoff with his army,

Ambrosereturnsto Milan awaiting Theodosiusvictory (Vita SanctiAmbrosii, Ch.

31). Whenthe victory is won and Eugeniusand his closestassociatesreeliminated,
Ambroseintercede®n behalfof the defeatedenemiesvho soughtshelterin churches,
andfirst sendgo the emperoithedeacorwith the lettersandthenappearsn personn

Aquileawherehe meetsTheodosiusindachievesa generamnesty(Vita SanctiAm-

brosii,Ch.31). This sightattherelevantpassages AmbrésiusagarevealsghatPau-
linus'text underwentertainexpansionsn the medievallcelandicversion:»15. After

Valentinian,Eugeniusaccededo the governmentAnd soonafter that Simachuge-

mandedthe samething which had beenrequestedearlier from Valentinianin the

postedetter [the restoratiorof thealtarof Victory to its formerlocation] andnowthe

prefectFlavianusand Count Arbogastdemandedhat from King Eugenius.And he

nowabandonedhis Godandhisreligion. Ambrosdearnedthatandwaswrothandon

learningthat theking wentto Milan, he himselffirst wentto thecity calledBononien-
sis [Bologna], and thento Favencia[Favencialand thenfrom thereto Tuscia[To-

scanajpndheavoidedmorethe meetingand contactwith theimpiousEugeniugather

than his vices.Now the bishopsenthim the letter, and only little is it possibleto say
aboutmanya thing which waswritten there: 'Eventhoughthe imperial positionis a

great honour, neverthelessit is God who is higher and stronger, he seesinto the

heartsof all menand knowseverythingbeforeit happensandwhatanyoneintendsto

do. Youdo notsufferto bedeceivedandyetyouwantto deceiveGod.Now,if youper-

sistin yourerror, | amnotallowednor is it decentfor meto do anythingbutto seeka

goodcounsefor myselfif | couldnot do likewisefor you.' Sometime later the bishop
returnedto Milan and then Eugeniuswentto face Theodosiusn battle, and in the

meantimethe bishopwaswaiting in Milan for the arrival of the truly Christian em-

peror, and he had no fear that God would haveallowedthe paganmento defeathis

own. And before Eugeniusand his army left Milan, Count Arbogastand the prefect
Flavianus swore an oath that they would, if they returned victorious, convert
Ambrose'shurchinto a stableandkill its priests,the causeof this wasthat theyre-

fusedto accepttheking'sgift andconductdivineservicein hispresence.

16. Now the kings went towards one another and désias had a far smaller
army because his trust did not lie in either a sivor shield or a number of soldiers
but in God and holy men. And when he came to themeof the mountains called
the Alps, he became of aware of Eugenius' spieg Iyiambush. The following night
Theodosius remained awake in prayer, begging Godiébory and intercession and
the help of the saints. During prayer he fell aple®d in his sleep two distinguished
men appeared in front of him and said: ‘We aredpestles John and Phillip, sent to
you from God, and it must be related that the BisAmbrose is praying for you day
and night to God to grant you victory. Now at therd's command we have come to
you and we are going into battle with you agairstiryenemies and even though we

13
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are not seen in battle, you must believe for cartaat we will be there and grant
you assistance.' Then the king woke up and tha@kebfor the concern and wisdom
given to him. And the next day Theodosius and Eugenet and then a fierce battle
began and the attack was so forceful that the Greetteated. Now Theodosius saw
that his men were retreating and he went forwardaip cliff, fell on his knees and
said: 'Take pity on me, the most sinful man, Lardj behold, we are fighting for the
true cause.' That was seen and heard by one ofdusts, the commander of the
army and the greatest hero, now he relied on digisgstance and the king's prayer,
now he encouraged other counts and dukes to athal. they all rose for a second
time and so fearless in their minds that they alld either perish or win. Then the
fiercest battle began for a second time, consistihglows and shots, and then such
a strong wind turned towards Eugenius and his nie e, Arbogast, the greatest
hero, and Flavianus and the other army could noirgo attack. Some other mighty
chieftain and hero in Theodosius' army, called Bawg attacked their army for the
first time with a battle ram, and even thoUgugenius' menjvere shooting towards
them with spears and arrows, the wind broughissiles]for a second time against
them and caused a severe loss of men, and damiagegponents for a second time.
Now they could not keep their position any longed setreated as the wind brought
them defeat and death, and to the other side sa@ms glory. Now Eugenius saw he
was defeated and met Theodosius and fell on hisskinefront of him and begged for
his life and for mercy, and as Theodosius' friekilsw he was very merciful and they
little trusted Eugenius, they did not wait for tiag's reply but beheaded him before
his feet. Now the battle ended and King Theodostus a letter to Bishop Ambrose
telling him the news and thanked God and him fentiatory. The bishop did not feel
more obliged in any other matter than to intercesebehalf of those who had de-
serted the battlefield, and he sent his deacon Isiters bearing this message to the
meeting with the king. A little later he himsekivelled to Aquilea, with the same
purpose of interceding for the others, and he gaailhieved that through the king.
The king fell to his knees when they met and sadAmbrose's prayers had brought
him victory. Some time later the king fell ill adiéd, but the bishop still lived three
years after that. The bishop mourned his deathIglebp wrote about him a long let-
ter or epistle. In this letter the bishop deeplynoaned the king's death and praised
him above all other emperors, saying that such mpezor like him would never be
born in the world, as he wad

9 The original texts»15. Rikit tekr eptir Valentinianum Eugenius. Eadliga eptir petta pa beidiz enn
ens sama, sem fyrr var af Valentiniano konungidsendingu (ed. corr.) Simacus, ok beida nu pess
Flavianus greifi ok Arbogastes iarl Eugenium konuBg hann gefr nu upp ok sva gud ok tru sina.
betta fregn Ambrosius ok verdr vid reidr, ok er hdra, at konungr for til Melansborgar, pa ferr
hann fyst til peirar borgar, er Bononiensis heifiadan til Favencio borgar ok sva ut i Thusciam, ok
fordadiz fund ok samneyti ens gudreekia Eugenij meimeingerdir hans. Nu sendir byskup bref til
hans, ok mun her fatt sagt af pvi margu, er i bnefu stod. Petta var par meellt: 'Po at keisaradomr

14



ACTA HISTRIAE « 18 + 2010 « 1-2

Alenka DIVJAK: THE TRACES OF THE BATTLE OF THE FRIG RIVER IN VERALDAR SAGA, ..., 1-22

Unlike Veraldar sagaAmbrosius sagaleals in detail with the religious aspects
of the events, being more detailed in every resgeagenius rises to power after
Valentinian's death, incurs Ambrose's wrath bydb#iging behaviour towards the
pagan faction, and the saga declares him to beastate with whom Ambrose re-

se mikil tign, pa er po gud meiri ok gedri, hann k&rtu allra manna, litr hann ok hugrenningar
manna, ok alla hluti veit hann fyrr en verdi, olaswat hverium gengr til hverskis. Er polit eigf,ex

sed blecktir, en er vilit po bleckia gud. Nu efdstirangs bedinn beaedi vid gud ok menn, nu er nggr ei
lofat annat ok eigi byriar mer annat at rada meal&im heillt, ef ek ma eigi per." Nockveriu sidarrf
byskup aptr til Melansborgar, en pa er Eugeniustbfarinn moti Theodosio til bardaga, en byskup
bidr medan i Melansborg tilqvomu ens rettcristnégs&ea Theodosij, ok var ohryggr i, at gud mundi
eigi lata vonda menn ganga yfir sina menn. En adgéhius ok hans lid feerri or borginni, pa hufdu
peir Arbogastes iarl ok Flavianus greifi het (stgghpess, ef peir keemi aptr med sigri, at peir mund
gera stall i kirkiu Ambrosij ok hafa hana fyrir tesahus en drepa klerka hans, en sia var sok til
pessa, at peir vildu eigi piggia ofron konungs @k 8dir syngia, sva at hann veeri vid.

16. Nu faraz peir i moti konungarnir, ok hafdi Bdesius miklu minna lid, pviat hans traust var eigi
undir sverdi edr skilldi ne mannfitlda helldr undiudi ok helgum monnum. En pa er hann kom i
nand fiollum peim, er Alphes heita, pa verdr haan yarr vid niosnir Eugenij, pviat peir leynduz par

i fyrirsatum. Nott ena neaestu eptir vakit Theodosiasungr ok er a baenum ok bidr gud ser sigrs ok
tenadar ok helga menn arnadarordz ok fulltingsb&fenni sofnar hann ok i svefninum vitraz honum
.ii. dyrligir menn ok segia honum sva: 'Vid erunsgdar drottins Johannes ok Phillipus sendir tihpi

af gudi ok pat per at segia, at Ambrosius biskugy birir per baedi neetr ok daga til guds, at hanfi ge
per sigr. Nu veitir gud pat hans baenum, at vid keontilipin ok munum vid ganga i bardaga med per i
gegn ovinum pinum, ok pottu siair ockr eigi i ottomi, pa skalltu pvi ifanlaust trua, at vid skulum
par vera ok per fullting veita.' Eptir petta vaknlaonungr ok packar gudi huggan pessa ok vitron, er
honum var veitt. Enn neesta dag eptir finnaz peiedtiosius ok Eugenius, ok tekz akuf orrosta med
peim pegar ok sva hurd hrid, at Grickir opodu a hiéh sier Theodosius sina menn hlida, pa geingr
hann fra ok a hamar einn ok fellr a kne til been&r segir sva: 'Minnztu min, drottinn, syngdugs
mannz, ok se at ek beriumz fyrir retta suk.' bsttaok heyrir iarl hans einn, hufpingi hersins glne
mesti kappi, treystiz nu guds fulltingi ok bsen kagyweggiar nu sidan a adra iarla ok hertuga til
framgongu. Risa pa vid allir i annat sinn ok svaggir i hug, at annathvort skulu pa allir falla et

sigr ella. Pa tekz en hardazta orrosta i odru sibidi af huggum ok skotum, ok pa lystr a oda viedri
moti peim Eugenio, sva at peir Arbogastes enn rkagpi ok Flavianus ok annat lid peira mattu eigi

i gegn vega. Einn mikill hofpingi ok hetia i lidh&odosij, er het Bavarius, ryfr fyst fylking peira
Eugenius med akafa vedrsins; ok po at peir skyibti spiotum edr steinum, pa bar vedrit pat allt
aptr a pa, ok gerdi peim pat mikinn mannskada, edru lagi vopnagangr sinna ovina. Nu megu peir
eigi vid halldaz ok snua undan, pviat vedrit vaitfrum agang ok bana en odrum framgang ok frama.
Nu ser Eugenius sik sigradan ok snarar a fund Theimdok fellr til fota honum ok bidr ser liknar ok
lifs, en vinir Theodoij vissu hann vera liknsamantridu illa Eugenio (corr.), pa bidu peir eigi sea
konungs ok hiuggu hann pegar fyrir fotum honumshtubardagann, ok sendir Theodosius konungr
bref Ambrosio, segir honum tipindin ok packar golihonum sigrinn. Byskup leetr ser ecki annat
iafnskyllt en frida fyrir peim, er undan hufdu kanar bardaganum, ok sendir diakn sinn med brefum
med pessum eyrindum a fund konungs. Nockuru sédeih&nn sialfr til Aqvilegia borgar, ok finnr
hann par konung, ok ens sama eyrindis enn fyrirrmanat frida, en pat geingr honum audvelliga vid
konung. Konungr fellr pegar til fota honum, er p&induz, ok qvad hans baenir ok verdleik ser sigr
hafa veitt. Fam stundum sidar tekr konungr sotanlaz, en byskup lifdi .iii. vetr sidan. Frafallre
harmar byskup miog; um hann gerir hann langan pesiir sendibref. | peim pisli greetr byskup miog
ok lofar konung umframm um alla adra keisara, qvedrgan feedaz munu i verolldina pvilikan
keisara sem hann vaf@mbrosius saga biskups).
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fuses to have any dealings at all (Ambrosius sagjaups, 15. Ambr41-42). The re-
ligious aspect of Ambrose's conflict with the engras further emphasised by Flavi-
anus and Arbogast's threat to convert Ambrose'scbhafter the victory into a stable
and kill its priests (Ambrosius saga biskups, 1Bnb#1-42). On this poindAm-
brésius sagaliffers materially from Paulinus' account whichstead of the promise
to kill the priests of Ambrose's church, provides threat of military conscription for
the clergy (Vita Sancti Ambrosii, Ch. 31). Unlika®inus'Vita, which focuses ex-
clusively first on the pre-war events leading te Hattle and then on to its aftermath,
Ambrésius sagaays great attention to the battle itself, relyhegvily in its battle
account on the wider hagiographical and historteadlition which contains well-
known hagiographical elements: the apparition efapostle Phillip and the evangel-
ist John in Theodosius' dream, the emperor's prayex high cliff, the strong wind,
all of which are easily recognisable signs of diviiavour (Bratoz, 1994a, 9-15).
Apart from the hagiographical elements mentioneavaband borrowed from some
other sources, the saga, among other things, redeise Alps, identifying them as
the site of the battle. The mountains and alpires@s are not mentioned in Paulinus'
Vita, even though the Alps figure prominently in marles late antiquity accounts
of the battle, which corresponded well with theitarly importance of the Alps, this
fact being mentioned by many ancient writers (5aE@¥1, 20-45). Arbogast delib-
erately allowed Theodosius to enter the alpineoregiut he was determined to make
the emperor's departure from this area as diffiasltpossible, in other words, the
Alps were expected to serve as a trap in whiclotdise Theodosius' army (Bratoz,
1994a, 36; Sasel, 1971, 34). Ambrosiussaga, the emperor could see Eugenius'
spies hidden in the mountains, which concurred With historical accounts relating
that one part of Eugenius' army was commissioneentircle Theodosius. IAm-
brésius sagahowever, Eugenius' spies function as a blind finasi the saga does not
complete its account of Eugenius' spies with titaitde found in many other sources
— that the usurper's soldiers, commanded to affdelodosius, eventually changed
sides and ruined Arbogast's plan by going ovehécetmperor.

The Battle of the Frigid River is discussed in deta Ambrdésius sagabut what
is its function in the saga as a whole¥#raldar sagacast most of its light on Theo-
dosius, who together with Augustus and Constansirgiven the greatest amount of
attention among the Roman emperorsAimbrésius sagathis role is convincingly
adopted by Ambrose. The successful outcome of #tiebdepicted as the result of
Ambrose's prayers is regarded only as an additipnabf of his sanctity which
makes him invincible in his fight for the true faitJust as he had relentlessly fought
for orthodoxy within Christianity, which is bestflected in his dislike of Arianism,
so too the Battle of the Frigid River serves aseaample of his relentless fight
against paganism. Thus he removes himself from lugesight with disgust, rep-
rimands him in letters, and prays for the ortho&oxperor Theodosius, who is led to
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the victory by Ambrose's prayers, as acknowledgethb emperor himself. At the
end of the battle, Ambrose resurges once againttenédccount of the events taking
place in the aftermath (Ambrésius saga biskupsAbBbr42—-44) resembles a rele-
vant passage in Paulinu¥ita which factually records the following events.
Ambrose, on being informed of the victory, firsnsdis deacon with letters to the
emperor, asking him to grant amnesty to the defiestddiers, and later met him per-
sonally in Aquilea (Vita Sancti Ambrosii, Ch. 3His wish was willingly granted,
and the emperor — being aware of Ambrose's cotiibtio the successful outcome
of the battle — fell on his knees in the archbishigpesence, thus acknowledging
Ambrose's spiritual superiority.

CONCLUSION

The article analyzes the traces the Battle of tigid-River left in two medieval
Icelandic texts, the universal chronidferaldar sagaand the saint's lif@mbrosius
saga biskupsApart from that, the references to Eugenius, gbbp via Veraldar
saga even though in a highly fictionalised form, migitcur inKirialax sagaas
well. Various literary genres and their peculiastiin terms of contents and style
definitely affected the treatment of this topicrespective medieval Icelandic texts.
Veraldar sagawith its emphasis on the eternity, prestige andgyoof the imperial
authority from Augustus to its own age at the efdhe twelfth century, dedicates
considerably more attention to the Christian empéiteeodosius, legitimate ruler
and defender of the empire against both pagansuauarpers, rather than his rival
Eugenius, who is depicted in the saga as only 6fdeodosius' numerous defeated
enemies. Their confrontation is encapsulated insingle sentence: »Then Theodo-
sius cut down the Viking whose name was Eugeniuswano had conquered the
kingdom of the Romans.« As the saga provides afighe most notable personali-
ties of that time, such as St. Martin of Tours, Xrome, the unfortunate Emperor
Valentinian Il and his notorious mother Justinaisiteasy to recognise the usurper
Eugenius hidden behind the Viking Eugenius.

In Ambrésius sagahe event is given considerably more space, tadteand em-
phasis, this time being viewed from an unmistakddalgiographical perspective. The
Battle of the Frigid River, together with forebogs campaign preparations and the
aftermath of the battle, serves as further evideridembrose's sanctity, the success-
ful outcome of the battle being presented as dtreghis prayer, while the Emperor
Theodosius is cast in the role of an obedient damed Church, who faithfully fol-
lows Ambrose's teaching and for which he earnsevisrd as early as in this tempo-
ral world. The analysis of the text reveals thagrethough Paulinu¥ita did serve
as a model foAmbrésius sagathe saga is, to a considerable degree, suppleahent
with additional hagiographical elements not foundPaulinusVita.
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The universal chronicl¥eraldar sagaand the hagiographic teRimbrésius saga
biskupsrely more or less faithfully on historical factsy medieval standards, while
the sense of historical reality is completely losthe fictitious environment of the
Icelandic romanc&irialax saga Even thoughVeraldar sagadoes not mention the
battle itself, the Viking Eugenius, due to the diigtal context, in which he is men-
tioned together with St. Martin of Tours, St. Jeeoand St. Ambrose, is a clearly
recognisable historical figure. This factual defailabsent irKirialax saga where
Eugenius is a fictitious Germanic war-leader whee tb Kirialax's efficient military
action, fails in his attack on Sicily. The accoofiEugenius' further conquest of Italy
is followed by a brief pseudo-historical narratiok Attila and Theodoric the Os-
trogoth, who, like Eugenius, are set in the contéxhe aggressive Germanic world
which attacks Rome and the western part of the mphe report about Theodoric's
conquests and Arian fanaticism on one hand anddbeunt of Attila's crime against
St. Ursula and her companions on the other, seagesn effective means of high-
lighting the danger represented by Eugenius, whmssition and weight are in-
creased by the fact that he is by no means artésbteorthern bully, but rather a pre-
cursor of the two most notable figures of Germédmamic legend.

In all three texts, the treatment of the battle @sgrotagonists is in service of a
higher idea. I'Veraldar sagathe execution of the Viking Eugenius additionalbn-
firms Theodosius' ability to protect the imperiaittzority. This is in line with the
ideological orientation o¥eraldar saga namely, its preoccupation with the perma-
nency and indestructibility of the empire, whosegtige had been greatly enhanced
by Theodosius' fight against various pagan and g@tan usurpers. IiAmbrosius
sagathe battle also has a special purpose, namelgtresss Ambrose's spiritual
power with which he manages to change the course ldttle in such a way as to
benefit the Christian side, which further confirambrose's sanctity. In the fictitious
context ofKirialax saga Kirialax's victory over Eugenius, the represdrtabf the
dangerous Germanic North, is again only a link ilorag chain of Kirialax's spec-
tacular achievements. However, even though thdeBattthe Frigid River is in both
Ambrésius sagaand Veraldar saga,it is only one among many of the heroes'
achievements, referred to with varying degreescotieacy and examined from vari-
ous angles. The event itself must have been, ireyies of the writers of both texts,
significant enough as to undergo a detailed haggiyc treatment irAmbrosius
saga The number of facts and the full detail of isatment considerably exceeds the
account in Paulinud’ita, while the liquidation of Eugenius earned a shbut, sig-
nificant note in the wider context of Theodosiwsgn inVeraldar sagalf it is in-
deed the case that the Viking EugeniuKinalax sagamight have been borrowed
from Veraldar sagait would mean that the battle found its distamd anaterially al-
tered echo even in the distinctively fictitious rameeKirialax saga
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SLEDI BITKE PRI VIPAVI V STAROISLANDSKI ZGODOVINI S/ETA,
SAGI O SKOFU AMBROZIJU IN NJENI MOREBITNI ODMEVI \SAGI
O KIRIALAXU

Alenka DIVJAK
Center biotehnike in turizma Novo mesto, SI-8000dNmesto, Sevno 13
e-mail: alenka.divjak@guest.arnes.si

POVZETEK

Namer¢lanka je prouditi namige in podatke, ki se nanaSajo na bitko\fipavi in
njene udeleZzence v dveh srednjeveskih islandsksedbi: univerzalni kroniki
Zgodovina sveta in zivljenju svetnika Saga o Skafubroziju, in istdasno pre-
poznati in proditi morebitne odmeve na bitko v islandski romarag&o Kirialaxu.
Podatki o spopadu so v Zgodovini sveta zajeti vresamem stavku: »Nato je
Teodozij ubil vikinga, ki se je imenoval Evgenijénosvojil kraljestvo Rimljanov.«
Ker Zgodovina sveta istasno podaja podroben seznam Teodozijevih in Evaehij
sodobnikov, kot so bili sv. Hieronim, sv. MartifTiaursa in nadSkof Ambrozij iz Mi-
lana, lahko bralec prepozna v Evgeniju uzurpatdgjegenija (392394), ki je neus-
peSno ogrozal oblast cesarja Teodozija I. v bitki\ipavi |. 394. Zgodovina sveta
popolnoma prezre verske razseznosti bitke in seesgega osredaotona Teodozi-
jevo fizéno unienje uzurpatorja, ki je ogrozil cesarstvo. V Sagkofu Ambroziju je
sami bitki posvéena bistveno ga stopnja pozornosti. Razen dejstev, ki se nabajaj
v Pavlinovi Vita Sancti Ambrosii Mediolanensis Epigi, ki je sluzila kot model za
Sago o Skofu Ambroziju, se je morala saga naslamat SirSo zgodovinsko in
hagiografsko tradicijo, iz katere bi utegnila pretizhagiografske elemente, ki se ne
pojavijo v Pavlinovi Vita.Ce Zgodovina sveta in Saga o Skofu Ambroziju dokaj
zvesto podajata zgodovinsko reswst, po srednjeveskih merilih, Saga o Kirialaxu
ustvari popolnoma fikcijski zapis, kjer ni Evgemifi Teodozijev nasprotnik niti nje-
gov tekmec za nadzor nad zahodnim delom cesatstwag germanski vojskovodja,
enakovreden s Teoderikom Velikim in Atilo. Vsabtsedila tudi razkrivajo, da so
reference o Evgeniju vedno v sluzbi visje idejégddovini sveta podatki o Evgeniju
sluzijo kot priloznost za slavljenje cesarja Ted@on poudarjanje njegove uspesne
obrambe rimskega cesarstva, v Sagi o Skofu Ambraoglevantni zapis dodatno
potrdi Ambrozijevo sposobnost posredovanja pri Biogma® njegove molitve, med-
tem ko je v Sagi o Kirialaxu zmaga eponimnega janakd Evgenijem samgen v
dolgi verigi Kirialaxovih dosezkov, ki paiego njegov ugled. Za zaklak, kljub
dokaj obrobnemu poloZaju bitke v Zgodovini svet&agi o Skofu Ambroziju, se zdi,
da je imel ta zgodovinski dogodek vendarle takd&atvono md, da je bil vkljuen v
univerzalno kroniko in Zivljenje svetnika, dve ast besedilni zvrsti po
srednjeveskih meriliéeprav z razlino stopnjo natadnosti in iz razlénih pripoved-
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nih perspektiv, in bi utegnil biti zajefeprav spremenjen do nerazpoznavnosti, celo v
popolnoma fikcijskem kontekstu islandske romance.

Klju¢ne besede: bitka pri Vipavi, latinski poznodntiin srednjeveski viri, sred-
njeveski islandski zapisi, hagiografija, historiadjja, srednjeveSka romanca, is-
landske romance
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