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Abstract

Daba calendars are the only written texts of Dabaism discovered so far. Some studies have been
discontinuously conducted on this topic since the first report on this script in 1940. However,
some unclear and obscure hermeneutic points of Daba script have still to be investigated in-depth.
In this paper, | present an interpretation of one of the Daba calendars based on my original field
work data. This Daba calendar, entitled "Gemu", origins in Wjido (/&) village. It is relatively old
and, compared to others, shows an archaic version of the Daba calendars, according to the
classification proposed in Song (2003). The present study aims to expand our knowledge of the
Daba script and of the context in which it was and is still used. Further on, this paper can
contribute to establishing a philological foundation for further research on the Daba script, and
related comparative studies.
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Povzetek

Koledarji Daba so edina znana pisna besedila dabaizma. Od prvega porocila iz leta 1940 do danes je
nastalo nekaj nepovezanih studij, ki niso povsem odgovorile na nekatera hermenevti¢na vprasanja
v zvezi s pisavo Daba. Clanek podaja razlago enega izmed koledarjev Daba in temelji na izsledkih
terenske raziskave. Obravnavani koledar se imenuje "Gemu" in izhaja iz vasi Wajido ()& ). Ta
razlicica koledarja je starejSa od primerljivih, ki so predstavljene in klasificirane v Song (2003).
Pri¢ujoca Studija poglobljeno predstavi znacilnosti pisave Daba in konteksta, v katerem je to besedilo
nastalo, in se uporablja $e dandanes. Clanek lahko sluzi tudi kot filologka osnova za nadaljnje
raziskave pisave Daba in s tem povezanih Studij.

Kljucne besede: pisava Daba; Gemu; vas Wujiao; lunarne loZe; interpretacija pisave
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1 Introduction

Daba script used to write down calendars is the only written literature of Dabaism
discovered so far. Dabaism is the local religion of Na People living on the border
between Yunnan and Sichuan Provinces in South-West China. Dabaism shares the same
origin with Dongbaism, another local religion of Naxi People living in Lijiang (N YL) area,
Yunnan Province. Their different designations are due to dialectal differences between
Na and Naxi. Dabaism derives from the local word for their priests, "Daba". Similarly,
Dongbaism is derived from the word "Dongba", referred to their priests, in Naxi
language.!

Dabaism, attested in Héngduan (1 §7) Mountains, for a long time has been considered
as an eastern branch of Dongbaism without writings (cf. Li, 1984, p. 38; He & Jiang,
1985, p. 117).2 The earliest literature records of Daba script available now is by Zhuang
Xueyou in 1940 on a Journal entitled Lidng Ydu (K /<) (Good Friend). However, it was
just a bulletin reporting that Moso People have pictograms, without any detail about
what kind of pictograms they are (cf. Song, 2003, p. 86). Inspired by that report, Song
Zhaolin (AR JK) went to Moso area and collected one Daba calendar in 1963 in
Ydngning (7K T°) Township, Ninglang (T°7&) County, Yunnan Province. However, Song
Zhaolin had not the opportunity to do research in depth until 2000 (cf. Song, 2003,
p. 86). Basing on his field work data in 2000 in Lagd (J7i%) Lake area, four versions of
Daba calendars from four villages have been reported by him. Moreover, three among
them are presented with a systematic interpretation for each symbol in Song (2003).
Some other scholars have also considered the Daba calendar as the bearer of Daba
symbols since 1980s. Yang (1994, pp. 32—-35) wrote a brief report on this topic based
on his first-hand field work data. In the paragraph of the book about a comparative
study on Tibetan Buddhism among Tibetan People, Naxi People, and Pumi People, the
author has shown a figure with 32 symbols, interpreted by him one-by-one. In the
summer of 2010, Zhao Liming conducted a long field work following Song Zhaollin's
suggestions. She has collected the latest information on the existing written texts of
various ethnic groups living on the border of Yunnan and Sichuan Provinces. Later on,
in the National Social Science Fund Project "Interpretation and Rescue of Endangered
Scripts and Bibliographies in Southwest China" (10&ZD123) advised by her, | was in
charge of the interpretation of Daba script. From January 2011 to January 2015, | have
fulfilled several field work trips to the Daba and Dongba areas. The preliminary data
presented in this paper have been collected during my two field work trips in 2011 from
Wijido (/2 i#) Village, Wajido (/2 ) Township, Muli (A< H) County, Sichuan Province.

1 Na is now listed as an independent language (ISO 639-3: nru), while Naxi is coded as ISO 639-3:
nxg. In China, however, they are considered dialects of the same language: Na is the eastern branch
of Naxi language.

2 Distinguished from Dabaism, Dongbaism has a relatively mature writing system known as Dongba
hieroglyphs (cf. Li et al., 1972).
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Woujiao Village has a population of around 300 people, composed of Mongolian and
Yi nationalities. The endonym of those Mongolian People living there is [nalhi]. Their
language resembles to Naxi language. In other words, they are in fact Na People, the
eastern branch of Naxi People, but not a branch of the Mongolian linguistic milieu.®
Dabaism and Tibetan Buddhism coexist in Wujiao Village. There were six Daba priests
and seven Lama priests (the Tibetan Buddhism monks) during my field work.

2 Literature Review

Yang (1994, pp. 32-35) presents an interpretation of 32 Daba glyphs* including:
pronunciation of the glyph in local language transcribed by Chinese characters, the
literal meaning of each glyph, and the divination meaning of the glyph. In this
interpretation, nine glyphs are related to animals, seven are related to sex, four are
related to stars, four are related to human body parts, two represents diseases, other
two heterogeneous notions / items (No. 6: wealth/property and No. 25: poisonous
food). Four other glyphs are not yet interpreted. The divination meanings are simply
auspicious, ominous, or neutral, except for one glyph representing auspicious if there
is a battle and ominous if it is a normal day. In his short conclusion, Yang has pointed
out some characteristics of these Daba glyphs: 1) these glyphs are assigned to the days
around one year without apparent links to the dates; 2) the pronunciations of the
glyphs are mainly ancient Moso language, which is merely understood by current
people; 3) the knowledge of these glyphs and the calendars are held only by a few elder
Daba priests, not approachable by common people.

Song Zhaolin's interpretation of Daba script is a work based on each calendar. He
presented the glyphs used for 28 days in the first month with 1) the pronunciation(s)
of the glyph(s) in one grid of the calendar by Chinese characters, 2) the meaning(s) of
the word(s), 3) the day is auspicious, ominous, or neutral, 4) the suitable activities and
not suitable actions on that day. The three versions of Daba calendars interpreted in
Song (2003) include two types: each day represented by either one glyph or two glyphs.
The calendar with single glyphs for each day contains 28 different glyphs. The calendar
with double glyphs for each day is a combination of these 28 glyphs with some other
glyphs. The calendar written with the 28 single glyphs is considered the more aboriginal
type. Applying the "Liti Shi" theory (75 13)° on the analysis of Daba script, Song Zhaolin

3 Na People have been recognized as Mongolian People during the official census of nationalities in
China in 1950s, which has been a mistake. Naxi People, in their turn, have been named according to
their endonym [nav¢ii] (He & Jiang, 1985, p. 2).

41n Yang (1994, pp. 32-35), Daba glyphs are defined as "picto-glyph" (tihua wénzi & H 7).

5 "Lit Shi" theory (7513) is a traditional philological theoretical framework aimed at the analysis of
the composition of Chinese characters proposed by Xt Shén (14-1E) (58147 AD), a scholar from Han
Dynasty (206 BC — 220 AD). According to this theory, Chinese characters can be divided into six
categories based on the six manners they were created: xiangxingzi £ (pictograms), zhishizi 1§

v, == =

7 (simple indicatives), hulyizi 23 & 7 (compound indicatives), xingshéngzi 7% 7 7 (phono-
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has concluded that most of the glyphs are pictograms (xiangxing % /%) and simple
indicatives (zhishi 153%). Moreover, he claims that the Daba glyphs are characters®
according to three factors: 1) they have stable shapes; 2) these glyphs can write down
the relatively complicate calendar, which has different contents for 360 days per year;
3) the glyphs in Daba calendars are widely recognized and used by Daba priests.
Compared to Dongba writing, however, Daba script shows to be less mature as a
writing system. The author listed three reasons: 1) pictograms are much more than
simple indicatives; 2) variants of glyphs are spotted among different calendars; 3) these
characters are used only to write down Daba calendars, not applicable to write down
other Daba classics.

Yang (1994) and Song (2003) are two important references in the study of Daba script.
Being pioneer researches on this topic, they have discovered the existence of Daba
script and have provided a general idea of this pictographic writing. However, there is
still need to work in-depth on the glyphs. For example, Chinese and Na have quite
different phonemic systems. Therefore, the transcription of the pronunciations of the
glyphs in Na by Chinese characters is not accurate enough as source. Moreover, due to
inaccurate transcription, it is difficult to find out the relationship of the glyphs meaning
with the daily vocabulary. This could lead to misinterpretation of these glyphs.” Further
on, an unclear point in these two reports is the number of Daba characters. Song (2003)
seems to count on the Daba calendars themselves, since he has provided scanned
copies of Daba calendars. Conversely, the 32 Daba glyphs displayed in Yang (1994,
p. 32) could be a combined elicitation from two versions of Daba calendars. In other
words, the single glyph set used in Daba calendars contains 28 units. However, the
number of the additional glyphs set was not clarified by Song (2003). Instead, Song has
stated the total number of the glyphs appearing in double glyph calendars as it results
from this sentence: "...it has several more characters, more than 30 pictographs in all"
(Song, 2003, p. 90). According to his interpretation of data, the meanings of this
additional set of glyphs include "throat", "sun", "moon", "eye", "palm", "throat", and
"nose". The words for the two "throats" are different. Nevertheless, that was not
explained in the paper.

Xu (2013) is a preliminary study on the philological issues of Daba script. Three versions
of Daba calendars from three different villages have been systematically analyzed.
Comparing forms, pronunciations, and meanings of the glyphs, the author established
some relevant hermeneutic points: 1) Daba script should be configured as a kind of
ancient conventional symbols (Istrin, 1987, p. 77), at the earliest stage of the local

semantic compound characters), jidjiezi fifti % (phonetic loans), and zhudnzhuzi %7 (derived
characters). Cf. Xu (2001, p. 314) and Boltz (1993, pp. 432-433).

% In Song (2003), Daba glyphs are defined as "pictographic characters" (xiangxing wénzi % JE X F).

7 For example, the third symbol in the first calendar sounds as baokuai (¥ 1R) (transcribed into
Chinese pinyin) and is interpreted as "the penis of the goat" Song (2003, p. 86). However, according
to my knowledge of Na language, the first syllable could be "frog" and the second is "mouth".
Therefore, the compound word means the "the mouth of the frog".
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writing; 2) the original Daba script contains 28 symbols representing the lunar
mansions in Daba tradition; 3) some loan-symbols are likely to be derived from Tibetan
Buddhism.

In order to clarify obscure points in the current available academic publications on Daba
script, itis necessary to provide a more accurate description and interpretation of Daba
writing, and of its bearer, Daba calendar, as well. In this paper, | will apply a linguistic
perspective in order to try to understand the meanings of Daba symbols according to
the local language.

3 Interpretation of Gemu from Wujiao Village

The specific Daba calendar interpreted in this paper is from Wijido (/2 i) Village,
Wijido (J2/) Township, Muli (A B.) County, Sichuan Province. The calendar is about
40 cm in length and 18 cm in height. It consists of six pages, with the symbols written
by calligraphic brush from the left to the right. It is a single symbol type of calendar (as
stated by Song (2003)), where each day is written through a (only one) corresponding
symbol.

The Daba priest preserving the calendar is called Dawa. Dawa was born in 1929, and
passed away in 2012. According to the interview with him, the calendar is entitled
[kwimvd] "Gemu", literally means "the book of the stars". The first segment "ge" means
"star" and the second segment "mu" means "book". It has been handed down from his
ancestors. Dawa spent in Wujiao Village all his life.

This Daba calendar was firstly interpreted by me with the cooperation of Daba Awo,
the son of Daba Dawa, during my field work in January 2011. Daba Awo is born in 1967.
He is one of the most knowledgeable Daba priests in Wujiao Village. He started to learn
Daba culture since he was 10 years old following Daba Dawa. When he was 21 years
old, he started to conduct rituals by himself. The recorded data and interpretation have
been checked with him again during my field work in July 2011 in Wujiao village.

Having noticed that the glyphs are repeated every 28 units, | have inferred they
correspond to the 28 lunar mansions in Daba culture. | numbered the first cycle in the
first month from 1 to 28 according to the star groups Daba Awo has divided during the
interpretation work. Later on, in order to understand completely the constellation
system, | have compared the Daba symbols with Dongba stars documented in academic
publications. Since Dongba stars have been equated to Chinese and Western
astronomical designations, | had the opportunity to connect these Daba mansions with
those 28 lunar mansion systems from other main stream cultures, including Chinese,
Tibetan, and Indian. The detailed comparison can be found in Xu (2015). In this paper,
| annotate directly the correspondences of the 28 lunar mansions with the Chinese
lunar mansions and the western designations for the stars or asterisms, if applicable,
in order to provide a more comprehensive scenario of Daba lunar mansions
represented by Daba glyphs.
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The interpretation presented below lists: 1) Daba glyph; 2) IPA transcription of the
glyph's pronunciation in the Na language; 3) Chinese translation of the name of the
specific lunar mansion represented by the related symbol; 4) literal meaning of the
lunar mansion; 5) the corresponding Chinese lunar mansion or star;® 6) the Western
designation of the lunar mansion or star; 7) IPA transcription of the divination
comments of the glyph;® 8) word-by-word gloss; 9) translation of the whole sentence;
10) my conclusive remarks on the suitable and non-suitable activities on that day.
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Figure 1: The First Page of Wujiao Daba Calendar

3.1 The "Human Being" Constellation

Script ’8~ l@
28. 1. &

Na phaeimid niddi4

Chinese Pami (1K) | Nizhi (#1%)

Literal Meaning

Chinese Lunar Mansion Hégl 2 (71 & )

Western Designation Altair (Aquila)

IPA transcription of the divination comments of the glyphs:

(1) p"eed mid mvi te"id 2l el teMid thed tehil.
the day of Pami  funeral etc. todiscard togo

Translation: (On the days of "Pami" and "Nizhi",) it is not allowed to celebrate
funerals. If a funeral is celebrated, someone will die in the following day.

Remarks: The day when "Pami" or "Nizhi" is "on duty" is not good for funerals.

8] am providing the Chinese translations, since they are directly derived from field work notes.

9 The transcriptions record the tones and pronunciations of the words in sentences in order to
provide more comprehensive picture of Na language.
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3.2 The "Horse" Constellation

Script 5 gg

Na zwaeikwA
Chinese M3 Xing (5 2)
Literal Meaning star of horse
Chinese Lunar Mansion Hugua (FIR)
Western Designation Hugua (Delphinus)

IPA transcription of the divination comments of the glyph:

dzal,
good

mai
not

(2) zweed tehid
horse to sell

mai
not

led xwa
to buy

dznl.
good

Translation: (On the day of "Ma Xing",) the exchanges of horses are not auspicious.

Remarks: The day when Hugua is on duty is not good for horses' exchange.

3.3 The "Frog" Constellation

S 90 . € | s . O

Na pAtk"wad paidzw dzwkuw] patkwlphwl

Chinese Wazui Xing Waniao Xing Shui Xing Baiwa Xing
(g A ) (IR A (KE) (F1IEE)

Literal Meaning the mouth the urine the star a white star from the

of frog of frog of water constellation "frog"

Chinese Lunar Shi Bi Kui Léu

Mansion (=) (EE) (%) (%)

Western Markab and Algenib and Legs Bond

Designation Scheat Sirrah

IPA transcription of the divination comments of the glyphs:

(3) gvlboi xwal bjel dzad, gvi pPod bal pPol  bjel dzal,
livestock tobuy too good <crop tosow <crop tosow FUT. good
pwi tehid  mad dzal, bwd te"id  mad dzal, xwad bjel mai  dzal.
bull tosell not good yak tosell not good tobuy FUT. not good

Translation: (On the days of "Wazui Xing", "Waniao Xing", "Shui Xing", and
"Baiwa Xing",) the exchanges of livestock are good. It is also auspicious to work
in the field. But the exchanges of bulls and yaks are not good.

Remarks: During the days when stars/asterisms from the "Frog" Constellation
are on duty, the exchanges of livestock are auspicious, except bulls and yaks.
These are good days to sow and to work in the field.
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3.4 The "Six Stars" Constellation

XK 48

Na ghyTtsae1ghyd q"4Ttseelgyimid

Chinese "Kezha" Jido "Kezha" Shén
("BHL") ("BHL" &)

Literal Meaning the horn of "Kezha" | The body of "Kezha"

Chinese Lunar Mansion Mao (51)

Western Designation Pleiades

IPA transcription of the divination comments of the glyphs:

(4)

gvi phod bal phol mad dznal, gvlboi sel  zwi  gMol bjed

crop tosow crop tosow not good livestock blood tohave tokill FUT.
ma1 dzal, dzwl bil hid n&l dil dznd, dzil sii

not good mountainarea wildanimals tochase good money to look for
BWAT si bii  dzal, ?aiBod gvlibol gPol  bi

mountain tolook for FUT. good home livestock tokill FUT.

lad  mad dzal, te"id  bid 1ol madl  dzal

then not good tosell FUT. then not good

Translation: (On the days of the "Kezha",) it is not good to sow and work in the field.
The livestock with blood (mammals) cannot be killed. It is allowed to hunt. All the
animals hunted from the mountains are good. To kill the household livestock (bulls,
horses, sheep, and pigs) is not good (to other livestock at home). To sell them is not
good either.

Remarks: During the days when stars/asterisms from the "Six Stars" Constellation
are on dutyj, it is not allowed to work in the field, either to kill or exchange livestock.
They are good days for hunting.

3.5 The "Red Eye" Constellation

Script 9. é

Na nj&lhid
Chinese Héngyan Xing (ZLHR &)
Literal Meaning red eye
Chinese Lunar Mansion Bi (E¥)
Western Designation Aldebaran
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IPA transcription of the divination comments of the glyph:

(5) gvlboi dzwlbil hwal bil ~ mad dzal, nj&l hid
livestock mountain area to shepherd togo not good eye red

mvi kwl ?aikol zwl el mvi vl tsnl saed zid.
fire star home house toburn fire forestfire pay attention

Translation: On the day of "Hongyan Xing", it is not allowed to bring livestock
(bulls, horses, sheep, etc.) into the mountains; (people are not allowed to go
into the mountains). On this day, people should pay attention to fire.

Remarks: The day when "Hongyan Xing" is on duty, is not suitable to go into the
mountains. It is a day to avoid fire.

3.6 The "Three Stars" Constellation

Daba Awo explained this star group as the "sheep" constellation and did not give
specific names of each star. The comparison with other Daba calendars and Dongba
lunar mansions, from the perspectives of pronunciation and characters' shape,
indicates the designation of the constellation as "three stars". Significant evidence is
findable in the word pronunciation, since the first syllable in these Daba and Dongba
lunar mansions means "three". In Naxi language, the word "three" is [swl] (Li et al.,
1972, p. 118, No. 1537), while in Na language the word "three" is [so1]. Moreover, the
lunar mansions are depicted by three circles in Daba calendar. In Dongba writing, these
lunar mansions are composed by three circles with additional symbols indicating the
pronunciation of some syllables of the lunar mansions' names.

o, O @

Script o O ﬂn

P 10, 1. @ 12. O 13.

Na solthasod solthadlod solthadts"waimid | solthatkwip"wA

Chinese Sanxing Téu Sanxing Shdu | Sanxing "Chuomt" | Sanxing Baixing
—JE3k) (=ETF) (=B (ZEAA)

Literal " "

Meaning the stars of "sheep

Chinese Lunar Shén Fa . Tianlang Xing

Mansion (%) (%) (RIRA)

Weftern. Orion's Belt Orion's - Sirius

Designation Broadsword

IPA transcription of the divination comments of the glyphs:

(6) ?eitsol mad njl leldid dzad, bid dzod lel ghaed mad dzad,
what not COP. toget good outside EXIST. togive not good

zwl sl wal tshil dzad, gvi p"oi  bal pPol  dzal
house to build foundation to build good crop tosow crop tosow good
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z01 kwi gvlboi ?aisoi dH ol dzad, dzid tshil
sheep star livestock home toget back good money tocome

BWA1 bvi  ?aikoil dH ko1 dzad, ledte"id mad dzal zod
mountain many home toget back good tosell not good sheep

te"id  mal dzad.
tosell not good

Translation: (On the days of "Sanxing Tou", "Sanxing Shou", "Sanxing Chuom1",
and "Sanxing Baixing",) it is good to get things and not good to give away things;
it is good to build the houses and to establish the foundations of houses; it is
good to sow and to work in the field. On the days of the constellation "sheep",
it is good to buy livestock, to achieve big income; it is not good to sell sheep.

Remarks: During the days when the stars/asterisms from the "Three Stars"
Constellation are on duty, it is auspicious to take in instead of giving out stuff.
They are days suitable to build up houses and to work in the fields. It is not
auspicious to sell sheep.

3.7 The "Pheasant" Constellation

: Y
Script 1 /{% ;
Na hodkwA
Chinese Y&ji Xing (2759 )
Literal Meaning star of pheasant
Chinese Lunar Mansion Gui (%)
Western Designation Beehive Cluster

IPA transcription of the divination comments of the glyph:

(7)

swid  gwal dzad, zweed gwal dznd, gvlbol gwal kwA dzad.
bull toteach good horse toteach good livestock toteach star good

Translation: (On the day of "Yeji Xing",) it is good to teach bulls and horses how
to work. It is good to teach livestock that day.

Remarks: The day in which "Yeji Xing" is on duty is suitable to tame livestock.
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3.8 The "Hawk" Constellation

Script @

15.
Na kalkwi
Chinese Ying Xing (/& &)
Literal Meaning star of hawk
Chinese Lunar Mansion Wuidizuod (Fi77 )
Western Designation Denebola

IPA transcription of the divination comments of the glyph:

(8)

gvi pPod  bal p'ol  maf dzal, gvlbol te"i{  madl dzal, xwad
crop tosow crop tosow not good livestock tosell not good tobuy

maf dzal, k'l seel cildid dznl.
not good dog topull tofish good

Translation: (On the day of "Ying Xing",) it is not good to sow or to work in the
field; it is not good to buy or to sell livestock. Only fishing or hunting is suitable
for that day.

Remarks: The day in which "Ying Xing" is on duty, it is suitable to fish and to hunt.
It is not allowed to grow crop, to work in the field, or to exchange livestock.

3.9 The "Pig" Constellation

. et
Script 16.-& 17. v 18. a
Na bolkPwad boldzwA bolmad
Chinese ZthuThXTng Zhiniao Xing Zhﬂy(?u Xing

(W ) (JEIRE) (& )

Literal Meaning the mouth of pig the urine of pig the fat of pig
Chinese Lunar Xuanyudn Shisi Xuanyudn Shi'er Taiweéiyouyudn
Mansion (#F1-DU) (H+=) (KA HH)
Western Regulus Algieba Two among o Leo, L
Designation Leo, O Leo, and 6 Leo

IPA transcription of the divination comments of the glyphs:

(9)

bod te"id  ma1 dzal g"o1 mad dzal, xwai mad dzal, ?zedtsod
pig tosell not good tokill not good tobuy not good what

mal nil  dzad
not COP. good
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Translation: (On the days of "Zhuzui Xing", "Zhuniao Xing", and "Zhuyou Xing",) it is
not good to sell pigs, to kill pigs, or to buy pigs. All the others things are good to be

done.

Remarks: During the days when the stars/asterisms from the "Pig" Constellation
are on duty, everything is allowed to be done, except to exchange or to kill pigs.

3.10 The "Mdzo" Constellation

Daba Awo did not give the explanation for syllable [zil]. | gloss it as "mdzo"
according to the results of comparisons with my field work data from other villages and
other studies on Dongba lunar mansions (cf. Xu, 2015, pp. 70-71).

Seript Soo ?’ X | o E“y
19. @ 20. 9 21. 22. 23. %

Na zilzyd zilg™yd zi J4id zilnj&d zilgvi

Chinese Pianniu Si Pianniu Jiao Piannia Er Pianniu Yan |Pianniu Zhang
(b “HP0) (H“F) (h “FH) (IR (H“F )

Literal four sides of | the horn of the ear of the eye of the foot of

Meaning mdzo mdzo mdzo mdzo mdzo

Chme.se Lunar The area between Jido (fff) and Ji (¥4)

Mansion

Wes:»tern. The area between the Horn mansion (Spica) to Winnowing Basket

Designation

IPA transcription of the divination comments of the glyphs:

(10) deed

J2e1 dzal,

(24l

Q") zeed
foundation flat good mdzo horn column to build

tshil

kwi
star

dznad.
good

Translation: (On the days of "Pianniu Si", " Pianniu Jiao", " Pianniu Er", " Pianniu Yan",
and " Pianniu Zhang"), it is good to make the foundation of houses flat. It is good to
erect columns on the day of " Pianniu Jiao". (Nothing is forbidden during these days.)

Remarks: During the days when the stars/asterisms from the "Mdzo" Constellation
are on duty, it is allowed to build the foundation of the houses. During the day in
which "Pianniud Jido" is on duty, it is good to erect the columns. Nothing is forbidden.

3.11 The Unknown Constellation (Huizui Xing (f&# £) and Roushi Xing (A& £))

They are two local 'original' stars. It has not yet been possible to find reliable
parallels in Dongba culture and other major cultures.
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Script @ 9
24. 25.
Na lath¥4k"wad snldzildvi
Chinese Huzui Xing (&M &) | Roushi Xing (A& &)
W s i .the’ star of the sjcar of
tiger's mouth carnivore
Chinese Lunar Mansion --
Western Designation --
IPA transcription of the divination comments of the glyphs:
(11) Padtsod mai njil ma1 dzal, lol bv4 dzal, k"vi sl cildid
what  not COP. not good incantation tochant good dog to pull to fish

dzad. ?aikod gvlbvi

good other

mai dzal, xwai

livestock

bje1

not good tobuy too

sel  zwd  te"id  bjed mai dzal, g'ol  bjed
blood to have tosell FUT. not good tokill FUT.
mai dzal.

not good

Translation: (On the days of "Huzui Xing" and "Roushi Xing",) nothing is good to be
done except chanting incantations in order to expel ghosts, and pulling dogs (to
hunt) and fishing. It is not good to sell livestock, to buy livestock, or to kill livestock.

Remarks: During the days when "Huzui Xing" and "Roushi Xing" are on duty, it is
allowed to chant spells to expel ghosts and to hunt. Nothing else is allowed,
especially exchanging and/or killing livestock.

3.12 The Unknown Constellation (Téu Xing (3 /£) and Wéi Xing (B £))

Script 'ﬁf &

26. 27.
Na swaeig"wad maelq"wad
Chinese Téu Xing (3k2) Wéi Xing (&)
Literal Meaning the head star the tail star
Chinese Lunar Mansion Ji (&) Dou (3})
Western Designation Winnowing Basket Dipper

IPA transcription of the divination comments of the glyphs:

(12) zaltad dzal, tshwl tehid
others good goat tosell not good goat star

xwai  bjed  mad
tobuy togo not

dza

mad dzal. tsPwl kwd  tehid  bjed mad dzal,
tosell go not good
1, ?aisol lelpol zid dzad.
good home tobring back good

Translation: (On the day of "Tou Xing" and "Wei Xing",) there is nothing bad, except
to sell goats or to buy goats. It is good to bring back home stuff.
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Remarks: During the days when "Tou Xing" and "Wei Xing" are on duty, it is good
to bring stuff into the house, not good to exchange goats. Nothing else is forbidden.

4 Conclusion

The present study aims to be a primary source for philological documentation and
research on Daba script, with an accurate transcription and introduction of field word
data. After having reviewed the available academic studies on Daba script, | pointed
out the need of a detailed report describing Daba script.

In the third section of this work, | have presented the interpretation of Daba script from
an old Daba calendar, Gemu, from Wujiao Village. This is a single-symbol Daba calendar,
indeed the most original kind of calendar according to the classification established by
Song (2003, p. 86).

Daba calendar is used by the priests in order to select auspicious days for rituals.
Therefore, it can be classified into hemerology among different types of calendars.
During the field work in which | have tried to decipher these glyphs, | noticed that Daba
priests recite by heart the 28 lunar mansions names in a certain order, rather than
reading them one-by-one. In other words, they depend more on their memory of the
star system than on the written texts. The designations are relatively fixed according to
the related positions among these 28 glyphs. This explains why the visual
representation of the same lunar mansion could be different among the villages.

This is the first report introducing all-embracing information on Daba glyphs and Daba
calendar (in its different versions). It provides an exact transcription of the glyphs'
pronunciations and religious prescriptions in the local language, with Chinese and
English glosses and translations. Moreover, it lists all the divination prescriptions
related to the 28 lunar mansions in Daba context.

Daba culture has developed a specific and original methodology in choosing
stars/asterisms in order to calculate the dates. Interpreting this traditional system, |
have annotated the corresponding Chinese lunar mansions and their Western
designations as well. This can help in identifying Daba script and the lunar mansions
recorded by these ideograms in their whole cultural background, considering also their
relationships with lunar mansions/stars in other (related and unrelated) cultures.
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