MERSKA ANALIZA RIMSKIH POSOD
TINE KURENT, LOJZE MUHIC

Univerza, Ljubljana

Izmerili smo okrog 150 rimskih posod, iz ljubljanskega in iz drugih mu-
zejev, najprej z metrom (kvantitativna analiza), nato pa Ze s standardnimi rim-
skimi merami. Pri tem smo ugotovili, da so viSine in premeri rimskih lonéarskih
izdelkov, terre sigilate, steklenih in kovinskih posod itd., izrazljivi z enostav-
nimi mnogokratniki enot rimske antropometrike, ki so jih uporabljali za
module,

Emona, avgustejsko naselje pod danasnjo Ljubljano, je sama izdelovala
posodo, uvazala iz drugih italijanskih sredi§¢ luksuzno posodje in iz okoliskih
domacinskih naselij preprostejSo longevino. V slednji nismo zasledili kake
merske doslednosti. Toda izdelki italskega izvora so dosledno mersko stan-
dardizirani. Mere rimskih posod, kot so viSine, Sirine, znaéilni premeri, mere
rotajev in podobno, so vedno celi mnogokratniki standardnih rimskih mer. Od-
stopanja so zelo majhna in zanemarljiva, ¢e upoStevamo proizvodnjo z Zganjem
ali pihanjem (pri steklu), ki obi¢ajno vpliva na mere.

Enote rimskih standardnih mer, ki so bile uporabljene kot moduli, so pro-
porcionalne s kompozicijo: velika amfora se da meriti z relativno velikimi
cevlji, majhne skodelice pa z mnogo manjSimi moduli. Posledica tega je, da
so mnogokratniki modula mala cela Stevila, kar je v skladu z osnovnim zako-
nom modularne kompozicije.

The Metrical Analysis of Roman Pottery

About 150 Roman vessels, stored in Ljubljana and in other museums in Slovenia,
were measured, first with metre (quantitative analysis) and then with standard Ro-
man sizes. Heights and diameters of Roman earthen ware, terra sigillata, glass and K
metal vessels, etc., are expressible with units of Roman anthropometrics, used as
modules, multiplied with simple integers. Hence the height to width ratio can be
determined (qualitative or proportional analysis).

Emona, an Augustean settlement under modern Ljubljana, had a locally produced
pottery, import from other Italian production centers for luxury goods, and the
import of cheaper ware from the not yet romanized neighbouring settlements as well.
In the earthen ware of the latter no metrical regularity can be traced. But the
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Merska kompozicija rimskih posod, prikazana na oblikovalni mrezi v ritmu rimskega
tevlja, razdeljenega na manjSe rimske merske enote

Metrical composition of Roman vessels on the planning grid in the rhythm of pes,
subdivided by smaller Roman units of sizes
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products of Italian origin (Emona was then a part of Italia) displays a consistent
metrical standardization. Dimensions of Roman pottery, i.e. heights, widths, cha-
racteristic diameters, sizes of handles, etc.,, are expressible with the whole multiples
of one of the Roman standard units of sizes. The divergences appear to be surprisingly
small and, taking into account the production tollerances by baking and blowing,
negligible,

Units of Roman standard sizes, used as modules, are proportionate to the compo-
sition: a large amphora is measured by a large unit (with pes, or Roman foot in our
illustration); a little cup has a smaller module. Consequently, modular multiples ars

usually small integers, which is in agreement with the basic law of modular compo-
sition.

Bibliografija — Bibliography

F. Hultsch, Griechische und romische Metrologie (Berlin 1862).

M. Detoni, T. Kurent, The Modular Reconstrution of Emona (Situla 1 [ser. in 4%] 1963).

T. Kurent, The Basic Law of Modular Composition (The Modular Quarterly, London
1963).

. Kurent, The Modular Composition of Roman Water-wheels (Archacometry 10, Ox-
ford 1967).

. Kurent, La legge fondamentale della composizione modulare (Edizione Quaderni di
studio, Politechnico di Torino, 1968).

. Kurent, The Modular Analogy of the Roman Palaces in Split and Fishbourne
(Archaeometry 12, Oxford 1970).

. Kurent, The Modular Eurythmia of Aediculae in Sempeter (Catalogi et mono-
graphiae 4, 1970).

. Kurent, The Modular Composition of Diocletian. Palace in Spht (Ziva antika 20,
1970).

. Kurent, The Roman Modular Way (Official Architecture and Planning, London,
December 1971).

Lo e e e e PR

426



