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ILDIKO SZABO! - JUDIT LANNERT2 — ANTAL ORKENY3

EAST OF WEST, WEST OF EAST
THE VALUE ORIENTATIONS OF HUNGARIAN SECONDARY SCHOOL
STUDENTS IN THE MIRROR OF AN EMPIRICAL SURVEY4

[NTRODUCTION

The present analysis is based on a representative survey conducted among
2600 graduating secondary school students in 1996.5 The questionnaire included
two series of questions. The first aimed to reveal the social and political value ori-
entations of students. It contained 26 items regarding different issues, including
the relationship between the majority and the minorities, politics, the role of the
state, the function of law, national identity, and the relationship between the two
sexes. The second series of questions aimed to locate Hungary politically, men-
tally and culturally. Students were asked to tell whether the country belonged to
the western, eastern or central region of Europe in each of these three dimen-
sions.

First we will describe the value orientation structures of graduating secondary
school students and explore how the differences among them relate to their edu-
cational backgrounds.® Then we will analyze their views on Hungary’s Euro-
regional location. We will also study the relationship between the perception of
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Y In Hungary, only secondary grammar school and vocational school students are granted a maturity certifi-
cate (which is a requisite for admission into university or college) when graduating, while industrizl school swu-
dents do not reccive such a degree.
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Hungary’s location within Europe on the one hand and students’ value orienta-
tions and social values on the other.

SOCIAL AND POLITICAL VALUE ORIENTATIONS

Students were given 26 items and asked to tell whether they ‘fully agreed’,
‘rather agreed’ ‘rather disagreed’ or ‘fully disagreed’ with the statements included.
Representing their responses on a 100-point scale, the results are as follows:

Table 1. Students agreeing with the listed items by type of school on a 100-point scale

o \ nnot | Indaetrinl
school school schoal Total

1. Whoever is in charge, politics is always suspect. 79 86 a5 B4
2.1f in love, a man and woman may live together
without mariage. 80 87 82 83
3. There {8 no homaland without the rule of taw. 81 85 82 83
4. One must be proud of belng Hungasian. 76 79 79 78
5. Laws must be obeyed, but there are some more 89 75 76 74
impoftant things in Iife than absadience to the law.
6. Women are entitted 1o abortion in the event they
bear an unwanted baby. " 78 7 &
7. Political parties are good for one thing: for
poliiclans 1o build a career. 59 72 74 70
8. Fewer foreigners should be admitted in tha 62 71 73 0
country.
9. There have always baen small people and big
people, the small ones working, the blg ones making 59 69 70 87
politics.
10. The majority of the unemployed do not want Lo 57 &1 86 82
11. Hungarian history has achi and haroes
of 8 magnitud h 10 other peop 54 62 62 60
12 Although we have always been dogged by
misfortune, we have always set an example to the 53 59 59 58
rest of the world.
13. Minorities must be grented axtra rights so that 52 53 50
they can pregerve their cultures.
14. Hungary has glven more famous people to the 50 53 58
'world than any other country.
15. The role of the state Is to help people get along. 53 55 51 53
18. Homosaexuality is not a sin. It is the same kind of

tion which h | people fee). 57 50 48 50
17. Homosexuality Is a sinful relationshlp. 42 50 55 50
18. The most lmportant function of the state Is to
make people obay laws. < 49 55 49
19. Mbdng different cuftures Is wrong, it onty makes
troublo. 38 as 48 49
20. Engaging In politics can only get you in treuble. 40 48 55 48
21. Laws are made to be crcumvanted. 32 40 45 40
22 Life begins with conception, no one has tha right
16 abort it 38 35 45 39
23. Polllles Is good for nothing. a0 38 45 a8
24. The Interests of the nation damand that thare be m 35 24 35
at least three children in avery family.
25. Those who have a Job are morelly bound 10
transfer a pan of their revenues to the unsmploymeni 33 28 30 30
fund.
26. Sexual ife without marriage Is Immoral, 22 20 25 22
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Table 1 reveals that students have quite liberal views when it comes to issues
of sexual morality, while their political and social values are much more conser-
vative. They widely agreed with negative statements about politics, liberal views
on cohabitarion without marriage, and the association of the homeland with the
rule of law.

Opinions were divided about every other item. Industrial school students are
of an extreme opinion. They are particularly hostile to minorities, foreigners, the
unemployed, and the gay and lesbian. They object to the mixing of cultures, and
agree both with the negative views on politics and the statements about circum-
venting the law. Grammar school students are the other extreme. They are the
most open-minded when it comes to minorities, foreigners, the unemployed, and
the gay and lesbian, they are of the least unfavorable opinion about politics and
they agree with the statements on the circumvention of laws to a lesser degree
than their counterparts.

Statements regarding the relationship between the two sexes were valued dif-
ferently by girls and boys. Girls were significantdy more liberal in issues of child-
birth and homosexuality. They are more tolerant of abortion than boys (78 and
69 points, respectively) and are less inclined to accept the ideal of the three-child-
family (31 and 39 points). Their opinions are without doubt affected by their per-
sonal involvement. They do not consider homosexuality as sinful as boys do (41
and 59 points) and are more inclined to consider it an attraction similar to that
between heterosexual partners than boys are (60 and 41 points).

The 26 items were submitted to a principal component analysis.? The foltow-
ing principal components were found: relationship to politics, relationship
between the two sexes, national consciousness, tolerance, and responsibility for
the others.

* % k

7 Principal componcnt analysis is a statistical process that reveals hidden correlations berween the intervie-
wee’s attirudes to different items and explores the mental samples behind the different agreements. Originally,
the number of principal components obtained was cight, but it was later reduced 1o five. The five principal
components explain 40.6 per cent of the relations berween the variables.
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Table 2. The factor structure of items by faclor weight

Poiitics |Sexuality |Nation [Toterance ;:;”“’"

Engaging In politics can only get yous (n trouble. 0.67
Poiltics Is good for nothing. 0.88
Political parttes are good for one thing: for pollticians 0.64
to bulld & carger. )

‘Whaoever Is In charge, politics is always suspact. 0.83

Thers have always been small peopie and big
people, the small ones working, the blg ones making| 0.64
politics.
Laws ars made to be clrcumvented., 0,45

Although laws must be obeyed, thers are some move 0.40
Imporiant things In life than obediences to tha law. :

Lite begina with I 0.78
Women are entitled to abortion in the event they
bear an unwarited baby.

Sexual ife without marriage ks immoral. 0.58
If in love, 8 man and woman may live togather
without marriage.

Hungaran history has echlevements and heras of a
magnitude unknown to other peoples.

Although we have always been dogged by
misfortune. we have always set an exampie to the 0.e7
rest of the worid.
Hungary has given more famous peopte to the world [~
than any othver country.
One must be proud of balng Hungarlan. 0.84

0.73

-0.57

0.88

0.68

The malority of the unemployed do not want to work. 0.33

Homosexuality (s not a sin. -0.76
H lity Is a sinful t ip, 0.75
Minoritles must be grantad extra rights so that they
can preserve their cuttures.

Mixing different cultures ls wrong, it anly makes
trouble.

-0.53 0.38

0.41

Fewear forelgnars should be admitted in the country. 0.40

Those who have a Job are morally bound to trensfer

a part of thelr 1o the ployment fund. 050

The role of the stats Is to help people get along. 0.51
Thers Is no homeland without the rule of law. 0.32 0.47
The Interests of the nation daserve that there be at
least threa children In avery family.

Tha mast important function of the state is to make
peaople obay lgws,

0.43

0.39

The principal components highlight correlations among the items, and the
structure these correlations create. The negative statements about engagement in
politics, politicians and the rule of law were linked with the principal component
‘politics’. The four statements about conception, abortion, cohabitation before or
without marriage were gathered under the principal component sexuality’. Two
of these statements were positive and two were negative (this is why the state-
ments expressing liberal views were connected to the principal component with
a negative sign). Opinions about Hungarian history, Hungarian identity, national
pride and exceptionality are covered by the principal component ‘nation’, with
another item, a negative statement about the unemployed being linked with this
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group of opinions. The principal component ‘tolerance’ covers the item express-
ing a liberal view on homosexuality with a negative sign, and that objecting to
homosexuality with a positive sign. It also covers statements about the relation-
ship between different cultures, of which that expressing agreement with positive
discrimination is linked with a negative sign to the principal component, and
those hostile to positive discrimination and in favor of separation with a positive
sign. The principal component social responsibility’ refers to opinions regarding
the individual’s social, civic and national responsibilities. The statement about
support to the unemployed aims to reveal the individual’s attitude toward social
solidarity, and the other four statements linked with this principal component
approach the individuals rights, possibilities and responsibilities from the per-
spective of the state, the homeland and the nation. Every statement is linked with
a positive sign to the principal component ‘social responsibility’, regardless of
their contents.

We prepared five indexes by calculating the measure of acceptance for every
principal component8 The indexes obtained express the following dimensions:

-trust in politics;

-lack of social responsibility?;

-level of national pride;

-liberal view on the relationship between the two sexes;
-tolerance toward the minorities.

These indexes enable us to measure directly how characteristic the various
value orientations are of the different groups of secondary school students.

* k k

8 When calculating the indexes, only the variables connected with a factor weight of 0.33 and over with their
respective principal component were considered. As a first step, the direction of the acceptance of the differ-
ent variables was ‘unidirectionalized’, then the zanswers were represented on a 100-point scale, 100 points
meaning ‘fully agree’, 67 points 'rather agree’, 33 points ‘rather disagree’ and 0 point ‘fully disagrec’.

? In this dimension, the higher the value of the index, the less responsibility (i.c. acceptance of rights and obli-
gations resulted by the individual's social, civic and national bonds) is assumed by the group in question for
the others.
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Table 3. Indexes of valve orientation by type of school on a 100-point scale

Indexes of value orientation

Trustin | Lack of aoclal | National | Relati ip bet \
Type of school poliics | responsibllity | pside the sexes Toleranca
Grammar school €1 40 35 87 81
Vocatlonal schoal 41 43 43 92 45
(ndustrial school 35 47 48 89 38
Sex
Femala 41 48 37 91 56
Male 47 39 47 87 37
Church attendance
Weekly 58 40 a7 80 52
Monthly 45 34 53 85 48
On halidays 43 43 44 99 47
Never 41 47 41 93 45
Domiclie
Budapest 47 48 40 91 49
County seat 51 43 38 94 56
Other town 42 A2 42 89 47
Village 43 A3 44 87 43
Electoral participation
Voting 49 40 45 a9 48
Not voting 31 50 37 80 45

These indexes confirm that there are quite significant differences in the value
orientations of students attending different types of school. The biggest gap is
that between the value orientations of grammar school students and industrial
school students. As we move away from industrial school students and closer to
grammar school students, we find a greater trust in politics and more tolerance
toward the minorities. The greatest responsibility for others is displayed by gram-
mar school students. By contrast, national pride was found to be the least typical
of this group. Industrial school students are in general prouder of their
Hungarianness. This pride, however, seems to be a kind of nationalism since cou-
pled with a great deal of intolerance and a low level of solidarity.

Sexual morality is the only issue which makes no significant difference among
the three types of school. Rather, opinions on this issue are influenced by stu-
dents’ sexes and church attendance. Whether one is male or female exerts a great
influence on value orientations in all dimensions. Girls trust in politics to a lesser
extent than boys, they assume less responsibility for others and are not as proud
of their national identity as boys are. By contrast, they are more liberal-minded in
more down-to-earth dimensions. Girls are more tolerant of minorities and are
more liberal-minded when it comes to the relationship between the two sexes.

Finally, apart from ‘hard’ factors, the way students anticipate their own politi-
cal activity, as expressed by their will to participate in parliamentary elections,
also exerts an influence upon their value orientations. Those who plan to partic-
ipate trust in politics more, assume more responsibility for the others and feel
more national pride than those who do not.
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HUNGARY’S PLACE WITHIN EUROPE

Hungary’s place within Europe has been a widely debated question among
intellectuals in recent centuries. Different political systems have given different
answers. With the recent change in geographical power relations in Europe and
the fall of state socialism in Hungary, formerly accepted political, economic and
social norms have been radically transformed. The question of where Hungary
belongs needs to be given new answers.

It must be noted that despite the evident change in the political orientation of
the country with the transformation, students have not automatically come to
rank Hungary with Western Europe. As regards the political system, most of them
consider Hungary part of Central Europe. The majority ranked Hungary ia the
same way when asked to locate Hungary culturally, although their answers were
somewhart less definite. As regards mentality, however, they are much less
inclined to consider Central Europe a distinct area. The ‘softer’ the criteria for
locating Hungary within Europe, the less Central European they think Hungary
is, and the more inclined they are to rank the country with Eastern Europe.

Table 4. The regional location of Hungary within Europe, percentage

Politically G ; scheol | Vocati n school !ndustr'LaI school Total
Central Europe 72 Tt 52 64
Easten Europe 10 12 18 14
Westem Europe 6 10 24 14
Other 12 7 [ 8
Culturally

Central Europe 58 61 45 54
Eastemn Europe 12 17 19 16
Westemn Europs 12 11 19 14
Other 19 1 17 16
Monially

Central Eucope 48 46 35 42
Eastem Europe 17 18 19 18
Waestern Eurapa 27 28 38 32
Other 10 7 7 8

The Euro-regional location of Hungary by students attending different types
of school displays significant differences. Those who graduate in a school pro-
viding a maturity certificate, i.e. either a grammar school or a vocational school,
do perceive the Central Europeanness of Hungary. They are equally likely to con-
sider Hungary part of Central Europe. Over two-thirds of grammar school and
vocational school students think the political system of the country is Central
European. As regards culture and mentality, however, we find an opposite ten-
dency. While about every other student who attends a secondary school granting
a maturity certificate, associates these domains with the idea of Central
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Europeanness, industria) school students tend to stress the Western European
features of Hungarian culture and mentality.

The borders of Western Europe are differently located when it comes to poli-
tics and when it comes to everyday matters. Acknowledging that politically
Hungary belongs to Central Europe and is situated outside Western Europe is a
function of knowledge and education. As far as opinions on Hungarian mentali-
ty are concerned, however, differences in knowledge are less manifest. These
opinions seem to be formed by experience as well as attitude toward everyday
matters. Contrary to the two other cases, the answers regarding mentality were
independent of the educational level of the students’ parents. The students who
live in Budapest are more inclined to say that mentally Hungary belongs to
Western Europe than their counterparts in the countryside.

Twenty-one per cent of students consider Hungary part of Central Europe in
all three respects, and 29 per cent in two respects. By contrast, 61 per cent do not
consider Hungary part of Western Europe in any way and even more students
reject the suggestion that the country belongs to Eastern Europe. Seven to eight
per cent, mostly industrial school students, rank Hungary consequently with
either Eastern or Western Europe in all three dimensions. They are unable to
relate the third option, i.e. Central Europe, to the alternative ‘East or West’. The
acknowledgment of the Central European nature of Hungary, it seems, demands
a more differentiated world concept than the one most of them have.

These data suggest that Western Europe has a different symbolical value in
political, cultural and mental terms. According to students, similarities prevail in
mentality. In this respect, 25 to 40 per cent rank Hungary with the Western world.
This is likely explained by both historical and contemporary reasons. In the
Kidar-era, Hungary was the West of the eastern bloc: it was the ‘happiest barrack’
which allowed the middle classes to pursue western life patterns. Moreover, the
young perceive a similarity between their own subculture and that prevailing in
wesiern countries.

Finally, Eastern Europe is not very attractive in any of the three domains, irre-
spective of the type of school the students attend. They are the most likely to asso-
ciate Hungary with this region only when it comes to mentality but even in this
respect only 18 per cent rank the country with Eastern Europe.

EUROPEAN REGIONS, CiVIC VALUES

Now let us have a look at how the Euro-regional perception of Hungary relates
to students’ value orientations regarding politics, social responsibility, national
pride, sexual morality and tolerance.
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Table 5a. Indexes of value orientation on a 100-point scole by the political location of

Hungary
Indexes of value orl
Trust In | Lack of social | Natlonal Relationship
Hungary politically belongs to potitics | responsibhity piide between tha sexes | Tolerance
Grammar school students
Westem Europe &3 29 48 83 52
Eastern Europe 49 43 29 88 682
Central Europe 83 41 35 87 82
Vocatonal school stud;
Wastem Europe 39 37 48 80 39
Eastern Europa 33 51 37 84 44
Central Europe A4 44 44 91 46
Industrial school students
Waeslam Europe 33 39 51 87 34
Eastem Europe 34 50 42 87 3
Cantral Evrope 38 47 48 89 40

Table 5b. Indexes of value orientation on a 100-point scate by the cultural location of

Hungary
Indexes of valus orientation
Trust in | Lack of social | National Relationship
Hungary culturalty belongs to politics | responsibliity pride between the sexes | Tolerance
Grammar school students
Western Europe 64 37 40 82 60
Easlem Europe 54 54 28 86 B4
Central Europe 63 37 35 87 64
Vocatlonal school students
|Western Europe 33 36 54 90 39
Eastéern Europe 42 42 39 91 47
Ceontral Europe 42 41 13 31 46
Industrial school students
Waestam Europe 26 45 54 92 34
Eastem Europs 36 48 41 83 36
Ceniral Europe 42 44 46 88 40

Table 5c¢. Indexes of valve orientation on @ 100-point scale by the mental location of

Hungary
Ind of value orl
Trustin | Lack of sodial [ Natlonal Relatlonshlp
Hungary mentally belongs to politics | reaponsibllity pride hetween the sexes | Tolerance
Grammar school studonts
Wastern Europa 57 40 40 80 61
Eastern Europe 62 46 28 89 64
Ceniral Europe 65 38 38 84 58
Vocaljonal school students
Westem Europe 41 43 47 82 45
Easiem Europe 39 45 45 80 45
Central Europe 43 39 41 92 48
Industrisl schoo) students
Western Europe 3z 42 50 80 39
Eastemn Europe 36 51 a7 84 32
Central Eurape 40 44 47 88 35
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These data reveal a correlation between political and social value orientations
and the Euro-regional perception of Hungary. The only exception to this rule are
students’ views on the refationship between the two sexes. There is no significant
correlation between opinions about the relationship between the two sexes and
the regional location of Hungary because students have liberal views on sexual
morality in all three types of school. Liberal views, it seems, have been adopted
in the private sphere without difficulty. At the same time, the level of trust in pol-
itics, social responsibility and tolerance toward other groups correlate signifi-
cantly with where students locate Hungary within Europe. In all three types of
school, the least suspect of politics and the most tolerant are those ranking
Hungary with Central Europe. Both the Euro-regional perception of the country
and the type of school attended have an effect on value orientation. Those who
consider Hungary part of Eastern Europe are lacking social responsibility. Those
ranking the country with Western Euctope have a greater deal of national pride in
all three dimensions. National pride is the least characteristic of those who con-
sider Hungary an Eastern European country. This trend implies indirectly a sort
of rank ordering: considering Hungary part of Western Europe seems to enhance
the value of Hungarian national identity, while considering the country Eastern
European appears to devaluate national identity. Ranking the country with
Central Europe is coupled with a critical national consciousness.

No analysis of Hungary’s location within Europe would be complete without
exploring the specific values associated with the Euro-regional location of the
country. How does the way students locate the country relate to the acceptance
or rejection of such basic values typically identified with Western Europe as
openness, tolerance, and the acceptance of difference? The students’ attitudes
toward these values were measured by several questions in the survey. In the rest
of our paper, we will explore the relationship between the regional perception of
Hungary on the one hand and willingness to accord citizenship to immigrants,
attitudes toward foreigners and personal feelings about minorities on the other.

Students were asked to tell whether they would accord citizenship or not in
large numbers to members of six groups, including refugees from former
Yugoslavia, as well as immigrants from China, Africa, Romania, the Arabic coun-
tries and Transylvania. By factorizing opinions about each of these groups, we
prepared an index which synthesizes attitudes of acceptance and rejection.
Those hostile to every group or almost were attributed a high positive value,
while those more inclined to admit foreigners in the country were granted a high
negative value. The index thus obtained may be termed ‘the index of hostility to
immigration’.

Comparing the index of hostility with their opinions about the political loca-
tion of Hungary within Europe, we find that industrial school students are gen-
erally intolerant, whether they associate the country with Western or Central
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Europe. Grammar schoo! students are more differentiated. The most open-mind-
ed are those with a Central European identity. Ranking Hungary with the West
does not necessarily imply tolerance toward the immigrants.

Table 6. Factor scores of views hostile to immigrants {i.e. not willing to occord Hungarian
citizenship to them)10 omong students by type of school and the polifical location of Hungary
within Europe

Polltically Hungary belongs to Wastarn Europe | Eastem Eurcpe Central Europe Othay
G r school stud .07 -.03 -25 -39
(n) -35 58 422 68
Vocstionel school students .08 .08 -.03 -30
{n) -7 -106 -598 -62
Industria) school students .20 .26 .06 14
(n) -206 -152 426 -52

The location of Hungary within Europe by students was also analyzed with
respect to their opinions about the economic and social integration of foreigners.
They were asked to indicate on a three-point scale whether they agreed or not
with four positive and negative statements listed in the questionnaire.

Table 7. Agreement with positive and negative statements regarding immigrants, percentage

Foreigners enhance crime in

Hungary. 80 92 90
Foreigners take |obs away from
Hungarian citizens. 86 88 87
Everyone Is fres to live in any
country they lTke. 86 83 78
We are morally bound to admit
refugeas in tha country, 76 70 63
Ethnic diversity is good for society.

s 9 v 87 55 46
Tha presencs of foreigners may
framm nationaf values. 85 71 79
The country naeds the work of
immig 48 43 36
Everyona must live In their native
cauntries. a5 43 49

Table 7 shows that the attitudes of secondary schoo! students toward immi-
grants are inconsistent. They agree in vast numbers with the view that people are
free to move around the world on the one hand, and subscribe to the opinion that
everyone must live in their native countries on the other. The reason for their

L

10 The factor scores here describe the relationship berween a given set of answers and 1he index of conserva-
tive-rejecting immigrant policy. Positive values indicate a trend of identification with intolerant views, and neg-
ative vafues express the refusal of such views.
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accepting in vast numbers the staternent that everyone is bound 1o live in their
native country is likely that they feel that ‘everyone’ includes them as well. At the
same time, they do not think the categories ‘foreigners’ and ‘immigrants’ refer to
them. In general, they are not very tolerant of immigrants. Grammar school and
vocational school students, however are more tolerant than the average.

All answers, taken together, were submitted to factor analysis. This revealed
two hidden dimensions, one pointing to negative impacts, the other to positive
ones. The first factor expresses a markedly xenophobic attitude, and the second
a tolerant attitude toward foreigners.

Table 8a. Faclor scores of views hostile to foreigners (negative views) by type of school and
the political location of Hungary within Europe

Politically Hungary belongs to Westem Eutope | Easiam Eumpe Cantral Europe Other
Grammar school studenis -.02 .07 -.21 -.24
(n) a7 -57 435 69
Vocational gchool students .03 .08 -.05 -03
(n) -81 -104 -608 -62
Industrial school students 32 A7 .16 -.25
(n) -200 157 439 52

Table 8b. Factor scores of views tolerant of foreigners {positive views) by type of school ond
the political location of Hungary within Europe

Politically Hungary belongs to Waestem Europs | Eastem Europe Central Europe Other
Grammar school students 00 -12 25 34
(n) -37 57 -435 59
Vocational school students -14 -.09 .01 12
(n) -81 -104 -806 £2
Industrigl school students -.17 -.28 -.08 -07
(n) -200 -157 439 52

Again, the level of xenophobia is in correlation with the type of school attend-
ed by students: the lower the prestige of the school, the stronger the xenophobic
attitudes, and vice versa. The highest level of acceptance was found among gram-
mar school students, especially those with a marked Central European identity in
political matters. A Western European frame of reference per se, however, does
not lessen xenophobic feelings, while an Eastern European frame of reference
decidedly enhances such feelings.

Considering answers by sexes gives a more elaborate view. While among boys
only those with a marked Central European identity tend to refuse views hostile
to immigrants and those with a Western European identity tend to accept them,
the correlation goes the other way around with girls. Among them, negative state-
ments about foreigners are rejected by those who rank Hungary politically with
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the West. Those doing so are more eager to reject negative views than those rank-
ing Hungary politically with Central Europe.

Table 9a. Factor scores of views hostile to foreigners (negative views) by type of school and
sex as regards the political location of Hungory within Europe

Pofiticalty Hungary belongs to Western Europa | Eastemn Europe | Central Eusope
Female |Grammar school students -31 - 11 -.28
Vocational school students -13 -.02 -42
Industrial school students .06 08 -.09
Male Grammar achool .32 .48 -12
Vocatigngl school gtudents .22 09 .02

By contrast, when analyzing positive views on foreigners, we find that the for-
mer difference between boys and girls disappears. Such views are approved by
those boys and girls only who politically rank Hungary with Central Europe. The
adoption of a western frame of reference does not have any impact on the
approval of positive views.

Table 9b. Faclor scores of views lolerant of foreigners (positive views) by type of school and

sex as regards the political location of Hungary within Europe

Politicaily Hungary belongs to Westem Eurcpe | Eastern Europe | Central Europs
Female |Grammar school student .04 -.08 .29
Vecallonal school students -16 -10 .07
Induatrial school students .01 -.08 .02
Male Grammar school studenis -.04 -.20 20
Vocational school students -.13 -.08 -04

An even stronger correlation was found between the level of tolerance and the
Euro-regional location of Hungarian mentality. The more inclined students are to
rank Hungarian mentality with Western Europe, the more eagerly they identify
themselves with such modern liberal values as the rejection of xenophobia or the
acceptance of, and even a positive attitude toward, immigration. But, again, this
holds for grammar school students only. Among vocational school students, and
especially industrial school students, the acceptance of a Western European
frame of reference does not reduce xenophobia which is general ammong them.

Table 10a. Factor scores of views hostile to foreigners (negative views| by type of school
and the location of Hungarian mentality within Europe

Maentally Hungary belongs lo Westemn Europs | Eastem Europe Central Europs Other
Grammar school students -.13 ~15 -18 -.33
(n) -162 -105 -278 57
Vocational schodl students .08 -.05 -.11 .05
{n} -237 -185 -398 53
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Table 10b. Factor scores of views tolerant of foreigners (positive views) by type of school
and the location of Hungarian mentality within Europe

Mantally Hungary belongs {0 Woeslern Europs | Eestern Europo Central Europs Other
Grammar gchool students .36 .10 .14 .42
(n) -162 -105 -276 -57
Vocational school students .01 .02 -.02 -17
(n) 237 -155 -388 -63

Finally, we examined whether there was a correlation between students’ per-
sonal attitudes and the way they located Hungary within Europe. We listed nine
groups, including the Arab, the Romany, the Romanian, the Hungarian from
Transylvania, the Chinese, the Russian, the Slovak, the German and the Jew, and
asked them whether they would accept a member of these groups as a peer in
their school-desks. By submitting their answers to principal component analysis,
we described the structure of their attitudes. The answers formed an index whose
high positive values indicated hostility and high negative values an openness
toward minorities. When comparing this index to their Euro-regional orientation,
we found, especially among industrial school students, that the more they identi-
fied the Hungarian political system with the Eastern European model, the less
they accepted minorities. However, the other extreme, i.e. identification with the
West, does not necessarily increase openness. Moreover, those industrial school
students who associate Hungary with Western Europe reject minorities just as
much as those who rank Hungary with Eastern Europe. The most tolerant stu-
dents are those who attend a grammar school and either have a Central European
identity or reject all of the three identifications.

Table 11a. fFactor scores of acceptance of minority studenis as a peer in school-desk by
type of school as regards the political location of Hungary within Europe

Cutturally Hungary belangs to Western Europe | Eastern Europe Cantral Europe Other
Grammar school students -15 -.19 -30 -1
(n) -74 -7 331 -107
Vocational school students .24 .03 -.07 .20
{n) 88 -139 -503 96
Induslrial school students 14 .21 .08 05
{n) -159 -158 -379 -135

Table 11b. Factors scores of rejection of minority students as a peer in school-desk by type

of school as regards the location of Hungarian culture within Europe

Paollllcally Hungary belongs to Westem Europe | Eastem Europe Central Europe Olher
Grammar school -.04 -20 -.30 -.30
(n) 32 62 425 -70
Vocational schod! students 14 -13 -.10 -.06
[0} -76 -108 506 63
industirial school studenls .33 44 13 A7
(n) -204 -156 442 -49
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Table 11¢. Factors scores of rejection of minority students as a peer in school-desk by type
of school and the location of Hungarian mentality within Europe

Mentally Hungary belongs to Westem Europe | Eastemn Europe Cenlral Europe Other
Grammar schoot students -.31 -1 ~22 =27
(n) -158 -104 287 -58
Vacatlonal school students .08 -.03 -0% 25
(n) -233 -155 ~390 54
Industial school stud: .18 24 .07 .01
(] -328 -157 -295 -58

Apart from the type of school students attend, tolerance is greatly influenced
by their sexes. Girls are more tolerant of their peers than boys. Interestingly, how-
ever, those considering Hungary Western European both mentally and culturally
display a more tolerant attitude. As we have seen, the same correlation holds for
their attitudes toward foreigners. Especially with grammar school students: the
more they think Hungarian mentality follows Western European patterns, the
more tolerant they are of other groups. Those who associate Hungarian meatali-
ty with Western Europe are even more tolerant than those who think Hungarian
mentality is Central European.

English translation by Péter Bajomi-Lazcir
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PovzreTEK

VZHODNO OD ZAHODA, ZAHODNO OD VZHODA
Vrednote madZarskih srednjesolcev v luci empiricne raziskave

Studija obravnava druzbene, narodnostne in politicne vrednostne usmeritpe
madzarskih srednfesolskih maturantov, hkrati pa tudi korelactjo med temi vrednotami
in umescanjem MadzZarske v evroregijski kontekst, kot ga vidijo dijaks.

Prui del proucufe razlike med dijaki glede zaupanja v politiko, druzbene odgou-
ornosti in nacionalnega ponosa, pa tudi glede njihovih pogledov na odnose med spolo-
ma in strpnost do manjsin. Analiza nam razkriva, da so njthove vrednosine usmeritve
odvisne predusem od vrste Sole, ki jo obiskujejo, z edino izjemo odnosa med spoloma, ki
ga na splo$no vrednotijo precej liberalno. V drugih pogledih pa so razlike med dijaki iz
razlicnih Sol zelo velike. Na splosno imajo do politike sovraZen odnos, vendar pa so stop-
nje odkloniinosti razlicne. Skrajnosti sta gimnazijski dijaki in dijaki tehnicni Sol. Prvi
imajo do politike manj sumnicav in negativen odnos, manj so nagnjeni k odklanjanju
razlicnih oblik druzbene odgovornosti, njihova narodna identiteta je manj etnocentris-
Héna, do manjSin pa so manj nestrpni kot dijaki tehnicnth Sol. Dijaki poklicnih Sol so
nekje med obema skrajnoslima.

Drugi del raziskave govori o tem, kam v Evropi dijakl umeicafjo MadZarsko. Vecina
Jth meni, da spada njihova domovina v Srednfo Evropo. Tako jo opredeljujejo preduvsem
politicno, potem kulturno, nazadnje pa Se po mentaliteti, 'V tem zadnjem pogledis so
mnogt mnenja, da ima njithova domovinag vec skupnega z Zahodno Evropo. Le nekaj jih
ima MadZarsko za del Vzhodne Evrope. Evroregijsko dojemanje deZele je v tesni poveza-
vi s Solo, ki jo dijak obiskuje. Dijaki gimnazij se najbolj nagtbajo k umescanju MadZarske
v Srednjo Evropo, dijaki tehnicnih $ol pa jo imajo bolj za del Zahodne Evrope.

Raven zaupanja v politiko, druzbene odgovornosti in sirpnosti do drugih druzbenin
skupin je odvisna od evroregijskega pogleda na Madzarsko. Tisti, ki deZelo wvrscajo v
Srednjo Evropo, so najmanj sumnicavi do politike in najbolj strpni do drugih.
Vrednosine usmeritve so lorej odvisne tako od evroregijskega pogleda na Madzarsko kot
od vrste Sole.



