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The present analysis is based on :1 representative survey conducted amo ng 
2600 graduating secondary school students in 1996.5 The questionnaire included 
two series of questions. The first aimed to reveal the social and political value ori­
entations of students. It contained 26 items regarding different issues, including 
the relationship between the majority and the minorities, politics, the role of the 
state, the function of law, national identity, and the relationship between the two 
sexes. The second series o f questions aimed to locate Hungary po litically, men­
tally and culturally. Students were asked to tell whether the country belonged to 

the western, easte rn or central regio n of Europe in each o f these three dimen~ 

sions. 

First we will describe the value orientation structures of graduating secondary 
school students and explo re how the differences among them relate to their ed u­
cational backgrounds6 Then we will analyze their views on Hungary's Euro­
regional locatio n. We will also study the relationship between the perception of 
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Hungaris location within Europe on the one hand and students' value orienta­
tio ns and social values on the other. 

SOCIAL AND POLITICAL VALUE ORIENTATIONS 

Students were given 26 items and asked to tell whether they 'fully agreed', 
' rather agreed' ' rather disagreed ' o r 'fully disagreed' with the statements included. 
Representing their responses on a lOO·point scale, the results are as follows: 

Table 1. Students agreeing with the listed items by type of school on Q 100·point scale - VOClItIonIIl ,-, Total 

""'" ""'" ""'" 
1. Whoever 1,ln charge, politics i& always suspect. 79 .. 85 .. 
2. If In loY'll , • man and wornan may live together 
without m.~. eo 87 82 83 

3. Thera It no homeland 'Mthout the rule at law. ., 85 82 83 
4. One must be proud of being Hungarian. 76 79 79 " 
5. Laws mUl l be obeyed. but there are soma more .. 75 " 74 
Importanllhingl in life than obedience to the law. 

6. Women _ entitI:'bv~ abortion In the ewnt!hey 
bear an unwanted ba . 

71 " 13 74 

7. Political parties are good for one thing: for 

" 72 74 70 
politician. to buWd. career. 
8. F ........ foreignetI.1\ouIcI be admitted In the 

" 71 13 7. _IN. 
9. There have always been small people and big 
people, the .maN ones wor1dng, the big one. making 59 .. 7 • " politics. 

10. The majority oflhe unemployed 00 not _nt to 
57 " 66 62 -. 

11. Hungarian history hg achievements and heroes 

" 62 " 60 ofa magnitude unknown to other people •. 

12. Although _ nave aIwIIys been dogged by 

misfortune, _ nave elways .at an example to the 53 " 59 " rest of the wand. 
13. Minoritle. must be granted extra rights.o that 62 53 .. " they can pre.eMiI their culture • • 

1 •. HunoarY has given more famoIHI people to the 
'MlfId than 8ny other countsy. 

.. 53 " " 
15. The role of tha .tata I. to help peopla get along. 53 55 51 53 

18. Homosexuality is not a sin. It is the sama kind of 57 50 .. 50 etlfactlon which halef1)ftxual people feel. 

17. Homosexuality Is e sinful relationship. " 50 55 .. 
18. -r:-o:;:.t :ant function 01 the stale Is to 
make Laws. " .. 55 " 
19. MbcIng dlffeteni: cUtures I. 'MOng, It only makes 

38 35 " 49 -. 
20. Engaging In politie8 can only get you In trouble. 4. 46 55 .. 
21 . laws are macla to be drcumvented. 32 •• 4S •• 
22. ura begins ~ conception. no one hat the right 

38 35 " 39 to abort it. 
23. PoIitlca Is good for nothing. 3. 38 4S 39 
24. The intlNUts of the n.tIon demand that there be •• 35 31 35 at least Itvee children In 8Y8fY family. 
25. Those 'oIIfto have e )rib are morally bound to 
transfer. part of their revenues to the unemploymen 33 " 30 30 
fund. 

28. SalWallifa I'oithout m.rrlage, is Immoral. 22 20 25 22 
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Table 1 reveals that students have quite liberal views when it comes to issues 
of sexual morality, while their political and social values are much more conser­
vative. They widely agreed with negative statements about politics, liberal views 
on cohabitation without marriage, and the association of the homeland with the 
rule of law. 

Opinions were divided about every other item. Industrial school students are 
of an extreme opinion. They are particularly hostile to minorities, foreigners, the 
unemployed, and the gay and lesbian. They object to the mixing of cultures, and 
agree both with the negative views on politics and the statements about circum­
venting the law. Grammar school students are the other extreme. They are the 
most open-minded when it comes to minorities, foreigners, the unemployed, and 
the gay and lesbian, they are of the least unfavorable opinion about politics and 
they agree with the statements on the circumvention of laws to a lesser degree 
than their counterparts. 

Statements regarding the relationship between the two sexes were valued dif­
ferently by girls and boys. Girls were significantly more liberal in issues of child­
birth and homosexuality. They are more tolerant of abortion than boys (78 and 
69 points, respectively) and are less inclined to accept the ideal of the three-child­
family (31 and 39 points). Their opinions are without doubt affected by their per­
sonal involvement. They do not consider homosexuality as sinful as boys do (41 
and 59 points) and are more inclined to consider it an attraction similar to that 
between heterosexual partners than boys are (60 and 41 points). 

The 26 items were submitted to a prinCipal component analysis.? The follow­
ing principal components were found: relationship to politics, relationship 
between the two sexes, national consciousness, tolerance, and responsibility for 
the others. 

* * * 
7 Principal component analysis is a statistical process that reveals hidden correlations betwccn the intervie­

wee's ani tudes to diffcrcnt items and explores the mental samples behind the different agreements. Originally, 

the number of principal components obtained was eight, but it was later reduced to five. The five principal 

component~ expla in 40.6 per cent of the rclations betwccn thc variables. 
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Table 2. The factor structure of items by factor weight 

...... ....... ~ Notion T..."".. ""-' .. " 
EngIIging In poIItlea CM only get you In trouble. 0.87 

PolItIcs .. good for nothing. 0." 
PoIiticIII parties _ good for one thing: for poIlticIaM 

0." to build • career. 

WhoeVer II In ~, politics Is always suspect. 0.83 

Then! h .... .tways been .mall people and big 
people, ~ .man ones working, the big ones maldng 0.54 
poIlt1C1. 

u- .... made to be circumvented. 0.45 

Although 11M mUlt be obeyed, there are soma mOlll 
0.40 Important things In Yfe than obedience to the law. 

Life begn with conception. 0.76 

wom.,.. ... ~ ~~ in the event they 
be.,. an Unwwlttd . .0.73 

Sexuallfe Wthout m.m.ge Is mnoraI. 0.59 
If In 1oYe, • m., 8nd woman tI'IIIY live together 

-0.57 without m.m.g.. 
~ tUtofyha' ~~ heroes d, 
m ude unknown to other . 0." 

~ IIiI'e h1Ye.tways been dogged by 
mlsrom-, _ n.ve -'"Y* set an example to the 0.87 
rest of the WOfId. 
Hungaoy nu given ITIMI r.mou. people to the WDricI -
""'-",,--Oy. 0." 

One mUll be proud of being Hungartan. 0.64 

The maJorfty of the unemployed do not want to work. 0.33 

Homo.exuallty I, not. lin. -0.75 
~exuallty" • sinful relatlonllhip. 0.75 
MInorttIn mUlt be granted eldra rights 110 that they 

-<1.53 0.38 can prelarve their cultunls. 
MiXing different culture, II WI'OIlg, it only makes 

0.41 ...,Ole. 
F_ forel;ner. ahoukI be iJdmitted in the countly. 0.40 

Thole v.flO MYI • Job ant mOl'lI/y bound II) tr.",fer 
0.60 • part of their revenues 10 the unemplo)Tnlnt fund . 

The roI' of In. ,ttt, Is 10 help people get along. 0.51 
Thefe I. no homeland without the rule 01 law. 0.32 0 .47 
The itIteIHb ollhe nation de,:; !hat thertI be at 
.... , three cNknn In ......-v famI . 0.43 

The mosllmpon.n, runc:tion of the stata is to maXa 
0.39 people obey 1ew1I. 

The principal components highlight correlations among the items, and the 
structure these correlations create. The negative statements about engagement in 
politics, politicians and the rule of law were linked with the principal component 
'politics '. The four statements about conception, abortion, cohabitation before or 
without marriage were gathered under the principal component 'sexuality'. Two 
of these statements were positive and two were negative (this is why the state­
ments expressing liberal views were connected to the principal component with 
a negative sign). Opinions about Hungarian history, Hungarian identity, national 
pride and exceptionality are covered by the principal component 'nation', with 
another item, a negative statement about the unemployed being linked with this 
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group of opinions. The principal component 'tolerance ' covers the item express­
ing a liberal view on homosexuality with a negative sign, and that objecting to 
homosexuality with a positive sign. It also covers statements about the relation­
ship between different cultures, of which that expressing agreement with positive 
discrimination is linked with a negative sign to the principal component, and 
those hostile to positive discrimination and in favor of separation with a positive 
sign. The principal component 'social responsibility' refers to opinions regarding 
the individual's social, civic and national responsibilities. The statement about 
support to the unemployed aims to reveal the individual's attitude toward social 
solidarity, and the other four statements linked with this principal component 
approach the individual's rights, possibilities and responsibilities from the per­
spective of the state, the homeland and the nation. Every statement is linked with 
a positive sign to the principal component 'social responsibility', regardless of 
their contents. 

We prepared five indexes by calculating the measure of acceptance for every 
principal component.8 The indexes obtained express the following dimensions: 

· trust in politics; 

. lack of social responsibility9; 

· level of national pride; 

. liberal view on the relationship between the two sexes; 

· tolerance toward the minorities. 

These indexes enable us to measure directly how characteristic the various 
value orientations are of the different groups of secondary school students. 

* * * 
8 When calculating the indexes, on ly the variables connected with a factor weight of 0.33 and ovcr with thcir 

respectivc principal component were considered. As a first step, the direction of the acceptance of the differ­

ent variables was 'unidirectionalized', then the answers were represented on a 10o.point scale, 100 point.'> 

meaning 'fully agree', 67 points ',dther agree', 33 points ',dther disagree' and 0 point 'fully disagree'. 

9 In this dimension, the higher tbe value of the index, the less responsibility (i.e. acceptance of rights and ohli· 

gations resulted by the individual 's social, civic and national bonds) is assumed hy the group in question for 

the others. 
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Table 3. Indexes of value orientation by type of school on a 1 OO-point scale 

Index .. of value ortentatfon 

Trust in lacll. of social National ReJalionahip between 
T)'pe of school ""'" ......,.,,,,,, prid. the .. xes T """"'" 
Grammar.chooI 61 '" 35 87 61 

Vocational school " " " 92 " Indulb1a1 achooI 35 " " " " S .. 
Female " .. 37 " 56 

Ma'. " 39 " 87 37 
Church att,ndance 
Weakly 56 '" 37 60 52 
Moothiy 45 34 53 " 48 
On holidays; 43 " " .. 47 

N"" 
., " " .3 45 

Domicile 

Budapest 47 .. " 
., .. 

County.eat 51 .. 38 .. 56 
0,,",_ " 42 " " " V .... 43 43 " 87 43 

Electond partlc:lp«tJon 

"""'" .. '" " " .. 
No1 ""'" 31 50 37 .. " 

These indexes confirm that there are quite significant differences in the value 
orientations of students attending different types of school. The biggest gap is 
that between the value orientations of grammar school students and industrial 
school students. As we move away from industrial school students and closer to 
grammar school students, we find a greater trust in politics and more tolerance 
toward the minorities. The greatest responsibility for others is displayed by gram­
mar school students. By contrast, national pride was found to be the least typical 
of this group. Industrial school students are in general prouder of their 
Hungarianness. This pride, however, seems to be a kind of nationalism since cou­
pled with a great deal of intolerance and a low level of solidarity. 

Sexual morality is the o nly issue which makes no significant difference among 
the three types of school. Rather, opinions on this issue are influenced by stu­
dents' sexes and church attendance. Whether one is male or female exerts a great 
influence on value orientations in all dimensions. Girls trust in politics to a lesser 
extent than boys, they assume less responsibility for others and are not as proud 
of their national identity as boys are. By contrast, they are more liberal-minded in 
more down-to-earth dimensions. Girls are more tolerant of minorities and are 
more liberal-minded when it comes to the relationship between the two sexes. 

Finally, apart from 'hard' factors, the way students anticipate their own politi­
cal activity, as expressed by their will to participate in parliamentary elections, 
also exerts an influence upon their value orientations. Those who plan to partic­
ipate trust in politics more, assume more responsibility for the others and feel 
more national pride than those who do not. 
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HUNGARY'S PLACE WITHIN EUROPE 

Hungary's place within Europe has been a widely debated question among 
intellectuals in recent centuries. Different political systems have given different 
answers. With the recent change in geographical power relations in Europe and 
the fall of state socialism in Hungary, formerly accepted political, eco no mic and 
social norms have been radically transformed . The questio n of where Hungary 
belongs needs to be given new answers. 

It must be noted that despite the evident change in the political orientation of 
the country with the transformation, students have not automatically come [0 

rank Hungary with Weste rn Europe. As regards the political system, most of them 
consider Hunga ry part of Central Europe. The majority ranked Hungary in the 
same way when asked to locate Hungary culturally, altho ugh their answers we re 
somewhat less definite. As regards mentality, however, they are much less 
inclined to consider Central Europe a distinct area. The 'softer' the criteria for 
locating Hungary within Europe, the less Central European they think Hungary 
is, and the more inclined they are to rank the country w ith Eastern Europe. 

Table 4. The regional location of Hungary within Europe, percentage 

Polltl~lly 

G __ 

Vocatiooal .chooI Industrial school 
T""" students .Iud""" students 

Central Europe 72 " 52 64 

E.stem Europe 10 12 18 14 

Western Europe 6 ,. 24 14 

OihM 12 7 6 8 
Cultunlly 

Central Europe 58 61 45 54 

Eastern Europe 12 17 19 16 

Western Europe 12 11 19 14 

01h0, 19 11 17 16 

Mentally 

Central Europe " .. 35 " Eastem Europe 17 18 19 18 
We,tem Europe 27 28 38 32 

0ihM ,. 7 7 8 

The Euro-regionallocation of Hungary by students attending different types 
of school displays significant diffe rences. Those who graduate in a schoo l pro­
viding a maturity certificate, i.e. either a grammar school or a vocational school, 
do perceive the Central Europeanness of Hungary. They are equally likely to co n­
sider Hungary part of Central Europe. Over two-thirds o f grammar schoo l and 
vocational school students think the political system of the country is Central 
European. As regards culture and mentality, however, we find an opposite ten­
dency. While about every other student who attends a secondary school granting 
a maturity certificate, associates these domains with the idea of Central 
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EUfopeanness, industrial school students tend to stress the Western European 
features of Hungarian culture and mentality. 

The borders of Western Europe are differently located when it comes to poli­
tics and when it comes to everyday matters. Acknowledging that politically 
Hungary belongs to Central Europe and is situated outside Western Europe is a 
function of knowledge and education. As far as opinions on Hungarian mentali­
ty are concerned, however, differences in knowledge are less manifest. These 
opinions seem to be formed by experience as well as attitude toward everyday 
matters. Contrary to the two other cases, the answers regarding mentality were 
independent of the educational level of the students' parents. The students who 
live in Budapest are more inclined to say that mentally Hungary belongs to 
Western Europe than their counterparts in the countryside. 

Twenty-one per cent of students consider Hungary part of Central Europe in 
all three respects, and 29 per cent in two respects. By contrast, 61 per cent do not 
consider Hungary part of Western Europe in any way and even more students 
reject the suggestion that the country belongs to Eastern Europe. Seven to eight 
per cent, mostly industrial school students, rank Hungary consequently with 
either Eastern or Western Europe in all three dimensions. They are unable to 

relate the third option, i.e. Central Europe, to the alternative 'East or West'. The 
acknowledgment of the Central European nature of Hungary, it seems, demands 
a more differentiated world concept than the one most of them have. 

These data suggest that Western Europe has a different symbolical value in 
political, cultural and mental terms. According to students, similarities prevail in 
mentality. In this respect, 25 to 40 per cent rank Hungary with the Western world. 
This is likely explained by both historical and contemporary reasons. In the 
Kadar-era, Hungary was the West of the eastern bloc: it was the 'happiest barrack' 
which allowed the middle classes to pursue western life patterns. Moreover, the 
young perceive a similarity between their own subculture and that prevailing in 
western countries. 

Finally, Eastern Europe is not very attractive in any of the three domains, irre­
spective of the type of school the students attend. They are the most likely to asso­
ciate Hungary with this region only when it comes to mentality but even in this 
respect only 18 per cent rank the country with Eastern Europe. 

EUROPEAN REGIONS, CIVIC VALUES 

Now let us have a look at how the Euro-regional perception of Hungary relates 
to students' value orientations regarding politics, social responsibility, national 
pride, sexual morality and tolerance. 
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Table 5a. Indexes of value orientation on a lOO·point scale by the political location of 

Hungary 

Index .. of value otIentnIon 

Truslln """01-.. No""'" "."-Hungary ~1ti~1y Wonp to ....... raponsibl!ty .- betwMnh .... T"""""'" 
Grammar sdlool etudenb 

We.t.mE~ " 29 .. .. 52 
E •• tem Europe 4' " 29 .. 62 
c.mr.1 Europe " " " " 62 

VOCIItiOnaJ .ehooletudents 

We.tern Europe 39 37 .. 90 39 
Eutem Europe 33 51 37 .. 44 
Central Europe 44 41 " 91 .. 
Induetrtel ec:hool etudents 

We.tern Europe 33 " 51 " 34 
e..lern Europe 34 50 " " 33 
CentrW Ersopo J8 " .. .. '" 

Table 5b. Indexes of value orientation on a lOO·point scale by the cultural 10catiQn of 

Hungary 

Inden. of value ortent.tlon 

Trust in Lack 01 social National Relation.hlp 
Hungary eultunlily belong. to poIi1J~ re.ponsibliity .- between the .exe • T_~ 
Grammar echool students 

We.tern Europe 64 37 " 82 60 
Eutern Europe 54 " 28 " 54 
Centrlll Europe 63 37 35 87 64 

Vocatfonel schooletudenb 

We.tern Europe 33 36 " 90 39 
E .. tern Europe 42 " 39 91 " CentrW Europe " " " 91 .. 
Induetrtalachool atudents 

Western Eun;,pe 26 " 54 92 34 
E .. tem Eumpe 36 .. " 83 36 
Central EIIOP8 42 " .. .. " 

Table 5c. Indexes of value orientation on a 100-point scale by the mental location of 

Hungary 

Index .. of value orienutlon 

Trust In Leek of social Natlonll Relatlonahlp 
Hungary mentslty belonga to politics respon.lbility .- be~tM .. xe • Totefllnce 

Onlmmar school students 

Westem Europe 51 40 " 90 61 
E •• tem Europe 62 48 28 .. 64 
Centflll Europe 65 38 36 .. " VOCIItfon,'school students 

Western Europe 41 " " 92 " Eastern Europe 39 45 45 90 45 
CentrW Europe " " " 92 48 

Industri.1 .ehool ,tudents 

Western EUfOpa J2 42 50 90 39 
Eastern Europe J6 51 " .. J2 
Cenll'll Europe .. 44 " .. 35 
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These data reveal a correlation between political and social value orientations 
and the Euro-regional perception of Hungary. The only exception to this rule are 
students' views on the relationship between the two sexes. There is no significant 
correlation between opinions about the relationship between the two sexes and 
the regional location of Hungary because students have liberal views on sexual 
morality in all three types of school. Liberal views, it seems, have been adopted 
in the private sphere without difficulty. At the same time, the level of trust in p ol­
itics, social responsibility and tolerance toward other groups correlate signifi­
cantly with where students locate Hungary within Europe. In all three types of 
school, the least suspect of politics and the most tolerant are those ranking 
Hungary with Central Europe. Both the Euro-regional perception of the country 
and the type of school attended have an effect on value orientation. Those who 
consider Hungary part of Eastern Europe are lacking social responsibility. Those 
ranking the country with Western Europe have a greater deal of national pride in 
all three dimensions. National pride is the least characteristic of those who con­
sider Hungary an Eastern European country. This trend implies indirectly a sort 
of rank ordering: considering Hungary part of Western Europe seems to enhance 
the value of Hungarian national identity, while considering the country Eastern 
European appears to devaluate national identity. Ranking the country with 
Central Europe is coupled with a critical national consciousness. 

No analysis of Hungary's location within Europe would be complete without 
exploring the specific values associated with the Euro-regional location of the 
country. How does the way students locate the country relate to the acceptance 
or rejection of such basic values typically identified with Western Europe as 
openness, tolerance, and the acceptance of difference? The students' attitudes 
toward these values were measured by several questions in the survey. In the rest 
of our paper, we will explore the relationship between the regional perception of 
Hungary on the one hand and willingness to accord citizenship to immigrants, 
attitudes toward foreigners and personal feelings about minorities on the other. 

Students were asked to tell whether they would accord citizenship or not in 
large numbers to members of six groups, including refugees from former 
Yugoslavia, as well as immigrants from China, Africa, Romania, the Arabic coun~ 

tries and Transylvania. By factorizing opinions about each of these groups, we 
prepared an index which synthesizes attitudes of acceptance and rejection. 
Those hostile to every group or almost were attributed a high positive value, 
while those more inclined to admit foreigners in the country were granted a high 
negative value. The index thus obtained may be termed 'the index of hostility to 
immigration' . 

Comparing the index of hostility with their opinions about the politicalloca­
tion of Hungary within Europe, we find that industrial school students are gen­
erally intolerant, whether they associate the country with Western or Central 
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Europe. Grammar school students are more differentiated. The most open-mind­
ed are those with a Central European identity. Ranking Hungary with the West 
does not necessarily imply tolerance toward the immigrants. 

Table 6. Factor scores of views hoslile to immigrants (Le. nol willing to accord Hungarian 

citi zenship 10 them)10 among students by type of school and the political location of Hungary 

within Europe 

Politically Hungary belongs to Western Europe Eastam Europe Central EIJIOpe 0""' 
GrammIII' IchooI students .07 -.03 -.25 -.39 

" .J6 ... "22 
.., 

Vocational IChooI students .03 .03 -.03 .30 

" ." ·106 ·599 .. , 
Industrial Ichool IttJdenll .20 .26 .06 .14 

" -206 -152 -426 -5, 

The location of Hungary within Europe by students was also analyzed with 
respect to their opinions about the economic and social integration of foreign ers. 
They were asked to indicate on a three·point scale whether they agreed or not 
with fOllr positive and negative statements listed in the questionnaire. 

Table 7. Agreement with positive and negative statements regarding immigrants, percentage 

foreigners enhance crime In 
Hungary. 90 92 90 

Foreigners take jobl away from 
Hungariln citizens. .. .. 87 

Evwyone II frH to ..... In any 
country they ~kl. .. 83 78 

We are moraly boood to 8dmlt 
refugeelln the country. 76 70 63 

Ethnic diversity II good fOf" society. 
67 55 46 

The presence olloreigneB may 
hann national values. 65 71 7lJ 

The country needs the won: of 
immigrants. " " J6 

Everyone must live In their naltva 
countries. 35 43 49 

Table 7 shows that the attitudes of secondary school students toward immi· 
grants are inconsistent. They agree in vast numbers with the view that people are 
free to move around the world on the one hand, and subscribe to the op inion that 
everyone must live in their native countries on the other. The reason for their 

* * * 
10 The factOl' scores here describe the relationship between a given set of answers and the index of conserva­
tive-rejecting immigrant policy. Positive values indicate a trend of identification with intolerant views, and neg­
alive values express the refusal of such views. 
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accepting in vast numbers the statement that everyone is bound to live in their 
native country is likely that they feel that 'everyone' includes them as well. At the 
same time, they do not think the categories 'foreigners' and 'immigrants' refer to 
them. In general, they are not very tolerant of immigrants. Grammar school and 
vocational school students, however are more tolerant than the average. 

All answers, taken together, were submitted to factor analysis. This revealed 
two hidden dimensions, one pointing to negative impacts, the other to positive 
ones. The first factor expresses a markedly xenophobic attitude, and the second 
a tolerant attitude toward foreigners. 

-37 

.03 .. , 

.32 

" -200 

·57 
-.05 

-'" 
.17 

-157 

-.05 .... 
.16 .. " 

-.03 .., 
-.25 

-52 

Table 8b. Factor scores of views tolerant of foreigners jpositive views) by type of school and 
the political location of Hungary within Europe 

P. H" .'0 Westem~ E •• temE~_ eon ... E Qthe, 

Gnlmmar .chooI.tudent, .00 -.12 .25 ... 
" -37 -57 .. " .. , 

1I00001ionai tchooI .Ndents -.14 -.09 .01 .12 

" .. , -'" .... ..., 
1ndus1:t1a1 tehooI .tudentt -.17 -.29 -.08 -.07 
"j -200 ·157 .. " -" 

Again, the level of xenophobia is in correlation with the type of school attend­
ed by students: the lower the prestige of the school, the stronger the xenophobic 
attitudes, and vice versa. The highest level of acceptance was found among gram­
mar school students, especially those with a marked Central European identity in 
political matters. A Western European frame of reference per se, however, does 
not lessen xenophobic feelings, while an Eastern European frame of reference 
decidedly enhances such feelings. 

Considering answers by sexes gives a more elaborate view. While among boys 
only those with a marked Central European identity tend to refuse views hostile 
to immigrants and those with a Western European identity tend to accept them, 
the correlation goes the other way around with girls. Among them, negative state­
ments about foreigners are rejected by those who rank Hungary politically with 
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the West. Those doing so are more eager to reject negative views than those rank­
ing Hungary politically with Central Europe. 

Table 9a. Foctor scores of views hostile to foreigners (negotive views) by type of school and 

sex as regards the political location of Hungary within Europe 

PoMtlClllty I . to W.stern Europe ealtem EUI'CIpe Cenll'al EUI'CIpe 

Female Gr1Immar tchooI students -.31 -.11 -.28 
Vocatlonalschool , tudentl -.13 -.02 -.12 
Industrial ,chool students ." . 08 .... ...... Grammar tchooI,tudents .32 .4l! -.12 
Voc.tlonal tehooI ,tudents .22 .... .02 

By contrast, when analyzing positive views on foreigners, we find that the for· 
mer difference between boys and girls disappears. Such views are approved by 
those boys and girls only who po litically rank Hungary with Central Europe. The 
adoption of a western frame of reference does not have any impact on the 
approval of positive views. 

Table 9b. Factor scores of views tolerant of foreigners (positive views) by type of school and 

sex as regards the political location of Hungary within Europe 

Politically Hungary belongs to W.stern Europe Eaatem Europe <Anini Europe 
Female Grammar school ltudents ." · .08 .29 

Vocational ,chool,ludents -.15 -.10 .07 
Indu,tria/school students .01 ·.08 .02 

"',. Grammar IChooIstudents .. " -.20 .2<1 
Vocational KhooI,tudent, -. 13 ·.08 .. " 

An even stronger correlation was found between the level of tolerance and the 
Euro-regionallocation of Hungarian mentality. The more inclined students are to 
rank Hungarian mentality with Western Europe, the more eagerly they identify 
themselves with such modern liberal values as the rejection of xenophobia or the 
acceptance of, and even a positive attitude toward, immigration. But, again, this 
holds for grammar school students only. Among vocational school students, and 
especially industrial school students, the acceptance o f a Western European 
frame of reference does not reduce xenophobia which is general among them. 

Table 10Q. Factor scores of views hostile to foreigners {negative views} by type of school 

and the location of Hungarian mentality within Europe 

"""1aIJy , to Western Europe eutem Europe Central Europe 011." 
GrammarlChool ,tudents -.13 -.15 -.19 ·.33 

" -162 · 105 -278 -57 
VocationallChool ,tudents .08 -.05 -.11 .05 

" -237 · 155 .,98 -63 
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Table lOb. Factor scores of views tolerant of foreigners (positive views) by type of school 

and the localion of Hungarian mentality within Europe 

Mentall Hu a be 

Grammar school students 

to 

VOCIItionaIschooi students 

Westem Euro 

.36 
-162 

.01 
-237 

Eastam E 

.10 
-105 

.02 

-155 

C&n1Ta1 E 
.14 

-276 
-.02 

-398 

-. 17 

-63 

Finally, we examined whether there was a correlation between students' per­
sonal attitudes and the way they located Hungary within Europe. We listed nine 
groups, including the Arab, the Romany, the Romanian, the Hungarian from 
Transylvania, the Chinese, the Russian, the Slovak, the German and the Jew, and 
asked them whether they would accept a member of these groups as a peer in 
their school-desks. By submitting the ir answers to principal compo nent analysis, 
we described the structure of their attitudes, The answers formed an index whose 
high positive values indicated hostility and high negative values an openness 
toward minorities. When comparing this index to their EUTo-regional orientation, 
we found, especially among industrial school students, that the mo re they identi­
fied the Hungarian political system with the Easte rn European model, the less 
they accepted minorities. However, the o ther extreme, i.e. identification with the 
West, does not necessarily increase openness, Moreover, those industrial school 
students who associate Hungary with Western Europe reject minorities just as 
much as those who rank Hungary w ith Eastern Europe, The most tolerant stu­
dents are those who attend a grammar school and eithe r have a Central European 
identity or reject all of the three identifications, 

Table 11 a. Factor scores of acceptance of minority students as a peer in school-desk by 

type of school as regards the polilicollocofion of Hungary within Europe 

Culturally Hungary belongs to Westam Europe Eastern Europe C&ntral Europe Oil." 
Grammar school students -, IS -.19 -.30 -.11 

:oj -74 -71 ·331 -107 
Vocational school students .24 .03 · .07 .20 

:oj ... -139 -503 -95 

Industrial school students .14 .21 .08 .05 

oj . 159 -158 -379 -135 

Table 11 b. Factors scores of rejection of minority students as a peer in school.desk by type 

of school as regards the location of Hungarian culture within Europe 

Politically Hungary belongs to Western Europe Eastam Europe Central Europe 00... 
Grammar school students -." -.20 -.30 -.30 

0 -32 -62 ~25 -10 

Vocational school students .1< -.13 -.10 -.06 

0 -76 -108 -606 -63 

Industrial school students .33 .« .13 .17 
1(0 -204 ·156 ~42 ~9 
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Table 11 c. Factors scores of rejection of minority students as a peer in school-desk by type 

of school and the location of Hungarian mentality within Europe 

Mental ", • bolo .to Westem Eu Eaet&m Europe Central Eu Other 
Grammar Ichoolitudents -.31 -.1 1 -.22 -.27 

0 -158 -104 -267 -58 

Vocation8llChoot stuOents .06 -.03 -.01 .25 

or -233 -155 -390 -6< 

Indultrill Ichoolitudents .16 ." .07 .01 

or -328 -157 -295 -59 

Apart from the type o f school students attend, tolerance is greatly influenced 
by their sexes. Girls are mo re tolerant of their peers than boys. Interestingly, how­
ever, those considering Hungary Western European bo th mentally and culturally 
display a more tolerant attitude. As we have seen, the same correlation holds for 
their attitudes toward foreigners. Especially with grammar school students: the 
more they think Hungarian mentality follows Western European patterns, the 
more tolerant they are of other groups. Those who associate Hungarian mentali­
ty with Western Europe are even more tolerant than those who think Hungarian 
mentality is Central European. 

English translation by Peter Bajomi-Ldzdr 
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POVZDliK 

VZHODNO 00 7.AHOIJA, ZAflODNO 00 VZHQDA 

Vrednote madZarskih srednjeso/cev v luti empiricne raziskave 

5tudija obravnava druibene, narodnostne in politicne vrednostne usmeritve 
madiarskih srednjesolskih maturantov, hkrati pa ludi kare/actio med temf vrednotami 
in umescanjem Madiarske v evroregijski kontekst, kat ga vidijo dijaki. 

Prvi del prouCuje razlike med dijaki glede zaupanja v politiko, druzbene odgov­
on'lOsti in naciona/nega ponosa, pa tudi g/ede njihovih pag/edov na odnose med spolo­

rna in strpnost do manjsin. Analiza nam razkriva, da so njihove vrednostne usmeritve 
odvisne predvsem od ursIe so/e, ki}o obiskujejo, z edina iZjemo odnosa med sp%ma, ki 
ga na sploSno vrednotijo precej libera/no. V drugih pogledih pa so razlike med dijaki iz 

razlitnih sol zelo velike. Na splofuo imajo do politike sovraien odnos, vendar pa so stop­
nje odklontlnostt razlicne. Skrajnosli sta gimnazijski dijaki in dijaki /ehnieni sol. Prot 
imajo do poli/ike manj sumnicav in negaliven odnos, manj so nagnjeni k odklanjanju 

razlilnih oblik druibene odgovornosti, rijihova narodna idenlitela je manj elnocenlris­

liena, do manjsin pa so manj nestrpni ko/ dijaki tehnii:nih sol Dijaki poklicnih sol so 
nekje med obema skrajnoslima. 

Drugi del raziskave govori ° tem, kam v Evropi dijaki umescajo Madiarsko. VeCina 
jih meni, da spada njihova domovina v Srednjo Evropo. Tako}o opredeljujejo predvsetn 
politicno, potem kulturno, nazadnje pa se po mentalileti. V tem zadnjem pogledu so 
mnogi mnenja, da ima njihova domovina vee skupnega z Zahodno Evropo. Le nekajjih 
ima Madiarsko za del Vzhodne Evrope. Evroregijsko dojemanje deiele je v lesni poveza· 
vi s solo, kl jo dijak obiskuje. Dijaki gimnazij se najboJj nagibajo k umescanju Madzarske 

v Srednjo Evropo, dijaki tehnicnih sol pa jo imajo boJj za del Zahodne Evrope. 

Raven zaupanja v poliliko, drui'bene odgovornos/i in s/rpnosti do drugih druibenih 

skupin je odvisna od evroregijskega pogleda na Madiarsko. Tis/i, ki dezelo uVrScajo v 
Srednjo Evropo, so najmanj sumnieavi do politike in najbolj strpni do dntgih. 
Vrednoslne usmeriwe so /orej odvisne lako ad evroregijskega pogleda na Madzarsko kot 
od vrsle sole. 


