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My pear FrEDERICK,

So long as the route of my journey lay through Eu-
ropean regions, little prefented itfelf refpecting human nature of
fuch very great novelty as to excite admiration or awaken curiofity.
In all the various Nations through which we have pafled, a cortain
Parity of fentiment, arifing from the one great fubftratum, Chrif-
tianity, gave the fame general colouring to all the feenes, how=-
ever they might differ from each other in their various fhadings.
Whatever diflimilitude the influence of accident, climate, or local
circumftance, may, in the revolutions of ages, have introduced into
their manners, cuftoms, municipal laws, and exterior forms of
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worfhip—the great Code of Religion and Moral Sentiment  re-
. mains nearly the fame with all: and right and wrong, good and
evil, being defined by the fame principles of reafon, and afcertained
by the fame boundaries, bring the rule of condu& of each to fo
clofe an approximation with that of the others, that, when com-
pared with thofe we are now to attend to, they may really be con-
fidered as one and the fame people.

In the Empire now before us, were we to leave our judgment
to the guidance of general opinion of Chriflian Nations, we fhould
have, on the contrary, to contemplate Man under a variety of forms
and modifications, fo entirely different from thofe to which habit has
familiarifed our minds, as at firft to imprefs us with the idea of a
total difruption from our nature, and induce us, as it has already
the generality of our people, to divorce them from a participation
of all thofe fympathetic feelings which ferve to inforce the difcharge
of mutual good offices among men. Deducing all their principles,
not only of moral condu&, but municipal government, from a
religion radically different from, and effentialiy adverfe to, ours;
deluded by that fyftem into a variety of opinions which liberaligy itfelf
muft think abfurd ; unaided by that enlightened philofophy which
learning, and learned men, aQing under the influence of compara-
tive Freedom, and aflifted by the art of Printing, have diffufed
through the mafs of Europeans; and living under a climate the
moft unfavourable to intelleual or bodily exertion, they exhibit

a fpec-
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a fpectacle which the philofophic and liberal mind muft view
with difapprobation, regret and pity—the illiberal fierce Chriftian
with unqualified deteftation and difguft: while, on their part, bi-
goted to their own principles and opinions, they look on us with
abhorrence, and indulge as confcientious a contempt of, and antipathy
to Chriftians, which I apprehend no lapfe of time, without a great
shange of circumftance, will be able to eradicate. Should Maho-
medanifm and Chriftianity ever happen to merge in Deilm (but
not otherwife), the inhabitants of Syria and Europe will agree to
confider each other even as fellow-creatures, In Spain and Portu-
gal, Jew, Turk, and indeed Proteftant, are without diftin@ion call-
ed hogs. In Turkey, Jews and Chrifiians are indifcriminately
called dogs ; each thinking the other completely exclL'ided from
the pale of humanity, and well worthy the dagger of any TRUE
BELIEVER who would have the piely to apply it,

You will allow, my dear FREDERICK, that it muft have been
Tather an important. contemplation to your Father, to have perhaps
two thoufand miles to travel through the immenfe and almoft track-
lefs wilds of a country inhabited by fuch people, without the con-
folation of any others to accompany him in his journey ; for, unlefs
a public difpatch was to overtake me, there was little probability of
Iy having a fingle European partner of my fatigue and perils.

However, as the period was not yet arrived at whiph I was to-
8o forward, or even determine my mode of travelling, I endeavoured.

to:
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to foothe my mind as much as I could into content, and to take
advantage of my ftay at Aleppo, to acquire all the knowledge pof-
fible of the place, that is to fay, of that city in particular, and of
the Turkith government and manners in general.

A diftant view of Aleppo fills the mind with expeations of
great fplendour and magnificence. The mofques, the towers, the
large ranges of houfes with flat roofs, rifing above each other, ace
cording to the {loping hills on which they ftand, the whole varie-
gated with beautiful rows of trees, form altogether a fcene magnifi-
cent, gay, and delightful : but, on entering the town, all thofe ex-
peded beauties vanith, and leave nothing in the fireets to meet the
eye, buta difmal fucceflion of high ftone walls, gloomy as the re-
cefles of a convent or flate prifon, and unenlivened by windows,
embellithed, as” with us, by the human face divine. The fireets
themfelves, not wider than fome of the meaneft alleys in London,
overcaft by the height of the prifon-houfes on either fide, are ren-
dered {lill more formidably gloomy by the folitude and filence that
pervade them ; while here and there ‘a lattice towards the top, barely
vifible, ftrikes the foul with the gloomy idea of ‘thraldom, coercion
and imprifonment.

This deteflable mode ‘of building, which owes its ‘origin to
jealoufy, and the feandalous ‘reftrairits every man is empowered by
the laws and religion of the place to impofe ‘upon the women
configned either by fale or birth to his ‘tyranny, ‘extends not to the
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infide of the houfes, many of which are magnificent and handfome,
and all admirably fuited to the exigencies of the climate, and the
domeftic cuftoms and manner of living of the inhabitants.

The city is adorned, it is true, here and there, with mofques
and appendant towers, called Minarets, from which cryers call
the Faithful to prayers ; and in fome of the firects there are arches
buil at certain diftances from each other, fo as to carry the eye di-
Te@ly through them, and form a vifta of confiderable grandeur: but
all thefe are far from fufficient to counterbalance the general afpeck
of gloominefs and folitude which reigns over the whole, and ren-
ders it {o peculiarly difgufting, particularly at firft fight, to an Eng-
lifhman who has enjoyed the gaiety and contemplated the freedom
of a city in Great Britain.

The mofques (Mahomedan temples) are extremely numerous
in this city ; indeed almoft as much fo as churches and convents
mn the popith countries of Chriftendom. There is nothing in their
€Xternal appearance to attraét the notice of the traveller, or indulge
the eye of the archite ; they are almoft all of one form—an oblong
Quadrangle : and as to the infide, I never had an opportunity of
feeing one ; none but Muflulmen being permitted to enter them, at
leaft at Aleppo.

" The next buildings of a public kind to the mofques that deferve
to'be particularly mentioned, are the caravanferas—buildings which,
Whether we confider the fpirit of beneficence and charity that firft
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fuggefted them, their national importance, or their extenfive uwtility,
may rank, though not in {plendour of appearance, at leaft in true
value, with any to be found in the world.

Caravanferas were originally intended for, and are now pretty
generally applied to, the accommodation of ftrangers and travellers,
though, like every other good inftitution, fometimes perverted to the
purpofes of private emolument or public job: they are built at
proper diftances through the roads of the Turkifh dominions, and
afford the indigent or weary traveller an afylum from the incle-
mency of the weather ; are in general very large, and built of the
moft folid and durable materials; have commonly one flory above
the ground floor, the lower of which is arched, and ferves for ware-
houfes to ftow goods, for lodgings and for flables, while the upper
is ufed merely for lodgings ; belides which, they are always accom-
modated with a fountain, and have cooks thops and other conveni-
encies to {upply the wants of the lodgers. In Aleppo the Caravan~
feras are almolt exclufively occupied by merchants, to whom they
are, like other houfes, rented.

The fuburbs of Aleppo, and the furrounding country, are very
handfome, pleafant, and, to a perfon coming out of the gloomy
city, in fome refpe@s interefting. Some tofled about into hill and
valley lie under the hands of the hufbandman; others are covered
with handfome villas ; and others again laid out in gardens, whither
the people of Aleppo occafionally refort for amufement,

4 The
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The roofs of all the houfes are flat, and formed of a compofi-
tion which refifts the weather effeCtually. On thofe moft of the
People flecp in the very hot weather: they are feparated from each
other by walls ; but the Franks, who live contiguous to one another,
and who, from their difagreeable circumftances with regard to the
Turks, are under the neceflity of keeping up a friendly and harmo-
nious intercourfe together, have doors of communication, which
are attended with thefe fortunate and pleafing advantages, that
they can make a large circuit without defcending into the freets,
and can vifit each other during the plague, without running the rifk
of catching the infetion by going among the natives below.

There is a caftle in the city which I had nearly forgotten to
mention—The natives conceive it to be a place of great firength. It
could not, however, withftand the fhock of a few pieces of ord-
nance for a day. It is efteemed a favour to be permitted to fee it ;
and there is nothing to recompenfe one for the trouble of obtaining
permiflion, unlefs it be the profpet of the furrounding country,
which from the battlements is extenfive and beautiful.

Near this caftle ftands the Seraglio, a large old building, where
the Bathaw of Aleppo refides: the whole of it feemed to me to be
kept in very bad repair, confidering the importance of the place. It
s furrounded by a ftrong wall of great height: befides which, its
contiguity to the caftle is very convenient; as, in cafe of popular
tumults, or intefline commotions, the Bafthaw finds an afylum in the

B latter,
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latter, which commands and overawes the city, and is never with«
out a numerous garrifon under the command of an Aga.

Such is the fummary account I have been able to colleét of
Aleppo, the capital of Syria ; which, mean though it is when com-
pared with the capitals of European countries, is certainly the third
city for fplendour, magnificence, and importance, in the vaft ex-
tent of the Ottoman Empire-——Conftantinople and Grand Cairo only
excelling it in thofe points, and no other bearing any fort of com-

petition with it,

LETTER XXVIL

Howzevir fadtion may agitate, or abufe irritate the
minds of men againft the executive branch of their Government,
the People of every Nation under Heaven are difpofed to think their
own Conftitutional Syftem the beft ; and the artful intertexture of
religion with Governments confirms them in that opinion, and
often configns the underftanding to unalterable error and illiberal
prejudice. It would be wonderful, then, if the Turkith Conftitu-
tion, founded on the Koran, was not looked upon with abhorrence
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by the bulk of the Chriftian world ; and more wonderful fill, if
the outrageous zealots of the Chriftian Church, who for fo many
centuries engroffed all the learning of Europe to themfelves, fhould
not have handed down with exaggerated mifreprefentation every
circumftance belonging to the great enemies of their faith. But
that, at this day of intelle¢tual illumination, Mankind fhould be en-
veloped in fuch error and darknefs, with regard to the government
of fo large a portion of the globe as Turkey, is extraordinary ; and
only to be accounted for by a reference, in the firlt place, to thofe
religious prejudices which we fuck in from our nurfe, and which
habit, inceflant document, and every part of our education, tend to
confirm in our minds; and in the next, to that indifpofition the
human mind feels to part with its old prejudices, and the general
indolence and incapacity of men to acquire knowledge by the ardu-
ous and fatiguing paths of ftudy. .

The Turkith Government is grofsly mifreprefented. Were our
opinions to be directed by the general belief of Europeans, we
fhould fuppofe that the life and property of every being in that
vat Empire were irremediably at the mercy of the Grand Seignior
~—and that, without laws to prote&, or any intermediate power
Whatever to fhield them, they were entirely fubje to the capricious
Will of an inexorable tyrant, who, fiimulated by cruelty, fharpened
by avarice, and unreftrained by any law human or divine, did

every thing to opprefs his fubjeds, and carry deltruftion among
B2 Mankind.
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Mankind. I firmly believe, that, from the combination of ideas arif-
ing from thofe prejudices, there are few Chriftians who think or’
hear of the Grand Turk, that do not, by an involuntary ac of the
mind, inftantly think of blood and murder, firangling with: bow-:
ftrings, and {licing off’ heads with cimeters.

As there is no part of your education more near my heart than
the eradicating illiberal prejudices from your mind, and fortifying
you agginﬁ‘their affaults ; I find it impoffible to refrain from giv-
ing you my opinion of the Turkifh Government, which I have been
at fome pains to collect, as well from oral infermation as from the
beft authors; and which, though very far from what a generous
and univerfally philanthropic « difpofition would with them. to have,
is very different from that which is generally attributed to them,
and unqueftionably far:more limited in its powers than the Govern-
ments of feveral Chrillian countries I could mention,

The Conftitution of that country is laid down exprefsly in the
Koran, The Emperor of Turkey (commonly called the Grand
Seignior) is a defcendant of Mahomet, who pretended he had the
Koran from Heaven: and he is as much bound by the inftitutes
of that book as any fubjet in his realm—is liable to depofition as
they to punithment for breach of them, and indeed has been more
than once depofed, and the next in fucceflion raifed to the Throne.
Thus far, it is obvious, his power is limited and under controul. Bat

that is not all—It is equally certain that the Turkifh Government is

partly
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partly Republican ; for, though the People at large have no fhare in
the legiflation, and are excluded by the Koran from it (which
Koran has eftablithed and precifely afcertained their rights, privi-
leges, and perfonal fecurity), yet there is an intermediate power
which, when rouled to exertion, is ftronger than the Emperor’s,
and ftands as a bulwark between the extremes of Defpotifm and
them, This body is Tue ULama, compofed of all the members
of the Church and the Law, fuperior to any Nobility, jealous of
their rights and privileges, and partly taken from the People, not by
ele&tion, but by profeflion and talents.

In this body are comprifed
the Moulahs, the hereditary and perpetual guardians of . the reli-

gion and laws of the Empirc : they derive their authority as muchi
as the Emperor from the Koran, and, when neceflary, a@ with all
the firmnefs refulting from a conviction of that authority ; which:
they often demonfrate by oppoling his meafures, not only with
impunity, but fuccels, Their perfons are facred ; and they can, by
means of the unbounded refpet in which they are held, roufe the
People to arms, and proceed to depofe. But, what is much more, the:
Emperor cannot be depofed without their concurrence.

If, by this provifion of the Conftitution, the power of the Mo~
farch is limited, and the perfonal fecurity of the fubject afcertained,
on the one hand; the energy of the Empire in its external opera-
tions is, on the other, very frequently and fatally palfied by it
Declarations of war have been procrallinated, till an injurious and

irrecoverable
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irrccoverable a& of hoftility has been fuflained; and peace often
protra&ed, when peace would have been advantageous, The Ulama
being a numerous body, it has been found always difficult, often
impoffible, to unite fo many different opinions ; and nothing being to
be done without their concurrence, the executive power finds it
often impoflible to take a decifive ftep in a crifis of advantageous
opportunity. But as this code of laws and government is received
as a divine revelation, binding both Prince and People, and luppofed
to be fealed in Heaven, the breach of it would be {ufficient to con-
{ign even the Monarch to dcpoﬁtibn and death.

As to the military force, which in the hands of all Defpots
has been made the inftrument of the People’s flavery, that of the
Turk could avail him nothing ; and, whenever it does interfere,
a&s only to his overthrow. The very reverence they have for his
perfon arifing from obedience to their religion, they are, & fortiori,
governed by it, ot him, He holds no communication with them ;
and the ftanding force of the Janiffaries is, compared with the mafs
of the People, only a handful. Some wild ac¢ounts, indeed, have
ftated it at 300,600 but the beft informed fix it below 60,000, of
which a great part confifts of falfe mufters and abufes —great multi-
tudes being enrolled to obtain certain privileges annexed to the office
of Janiffary. The fact is, that the chief force of the Empire is a
militia compofed of the People; who, with refpe@ to obedience
and fubordination, are fo loofe that they leave their duty whenever

they



(15)

they pleafe, without rcceiving any punifhment. How far the People
of Turkey are proteled from the encroachments of power, will
appear from the recital of a fact related by one of the beft and moft
liberal of our Hiftorians on that fubjed, and which is of too great
notoriety 1o be doubted.

In the year 1755, the Porte, as it is called, or Palace of the
Grand Vizir at Conftantinople, was burnt down: in laying the
Plan for rebuilding it on the former fite, the leading confideration
was, how to contrive matters fo as to render it fecure from accidents
of a like nature in future ; and it was determined that the only cer-
tain means to do fo was, to leave a fpace of clear ground all round
it, for which purpofe the contiguous houfes thould be purchafed
from the proprictors, and demolithed. All the owners of the houfes
agreed to the fale, except one old woman, who pertinacioufly refufed :
fhe fuid the was born, and had lived all her life, in that {pot, and
would not quit it for any one. Now, in England, for the conve-
Nience of a private canal, the Parliament would force her to fell,
But what did they fay in Turkey ? When all the people cried out,
i Why does not the Sultan ufe his authority, and take the houfe,
“ and pay her the value?” No! anfwered the Magiftrates and the
Ulama, it is impoffible! it cannot be done! it is her property.
While the power of the Monarch is thus limited, and the rights of
the People thus afcertaéned by the Koran, and in things manifeft
and open to view rigidly adhered to, juftice between man and man

is
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is rarely adminiftered ; for, though the laws themfelves are good, the
corrupt adminiftration of them difarms their effe@, and diftorts them
from their purpofe. The venality of the Judges is beyond con-
ception flagitious and barefaced ; and their connivances at falfe wit-
nefles fo {candaloufly habitual, that teftimony is become an article
of commerce, and can be procured with a facility and at a price _
that at once ftamps an opprobrium on the country, and furnithes
matter of wonder to the confiderate mind, how, if Judges are flagi-
tious and fhamelefs enough to be guilty of it, the People can bear
fuch a pernicious fyfltem fo long. Hence flow all the cenfares on
the laws and government of that country—hence moft of the
impediments under which its commerce and agriculture languifh;
while the actual’ written laws of the realm are, if duly admini-
ftered, fufficiently adequate to the fecurity of property, the regula-
tion of commerce, the repreflion of vice, and the punifhment and
prevention of crimes,

In endeavouring to guard your mind againft an illiberal, vulgar
prejudice, 1 have flated to you what the Turkith Conftitution is,
and what the Laws ; but you muft not carry what I have faid to an
overftrained or forced interpretation. I would not have you infer
that the People are well governed; I only fay, that their Conftitu-
tion contains within it the means of better government than is fup-
pofed. I would not have you infer that property is always fecure;
I barely fay there are laws wiitten to fecure it. This too I with to

imprefs
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impre(s on you, that the;common people are more free, and that
Property and life are better fecured, in Turkey, than in fome Eu-
ropean counfri,e_s. I will mention Spain for one. Like the country
We are now contemplating, fear keeps them, as difunited individuals,
under paflive obedience in ordinary cafes ‘; but, unlike the Spaniards,
when notorioufly aggrieved —when their property or rc‘ligious code
s forcibly violated—when the Prince would riot in blood, and
perfift in an unfuccefsful war—the Turks appeal to the Law ; they
find a Chief; the foldiery join their ftandard, and depofe or deftroy
him, not on the furious pretext of popular hatred, but upon the le-;
gitimate ground of the Koran, as an infidel, and a violator of the
laws of Gop and Mahomet—They always, however, place his re-
gular fucceffor on the Throne. Yet, notwithftanding the generalj
venality which pollutes the fountains of Juftice, and notwithftand-
ing the great abufe of power to which I have alluded, their in-
ternal policy is, in many refpeds, excellent, and may be compared
with advantage to that of any Nation in Europe, H:ghway-robhery,
houfe-breaking, or pilfering, are little known and rarcly practifed
among them ; and at all times the roads are as fecure as the houfes.
Ample provifions too are made againft thofe petty fecret frauds,
Which many who carry a fair face in England, and would bring an
ation of damages againft one that fhould call them rogues, pradtife
¢very day, Bakers are the moft frequent viQims of juftice, and
e not infrequently feen hanging at their own doors. They are
' C ' mul&ed
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mul@ed and baftinadoed for the firft and fecond offence, and on:
the third, a ftaple is driven up in their door-cafe, and they are hanged!
from it. Notwithftanding which, men are conflantly found hardy’
enough to purfuc the fame courfe of practice; and this is the more
extraordinary, as the police is fo ftrictly attended to, that the Bafhaw’
or Vizir himfelf goes about in difguife, in order to dilcover frauds
and deteét the connivances of the inferior officers of jultice, But'
what will our great Ladies, who confume their nights, deftroy their
conftitution, and fquander their hufbands’ property in gambling ;
who afterwards, to repair their fhattered finances, have recourfe to
the infamous expedient of keeping gaming-houfes, and endeavour
to recover by degrading means what they have loft by folly, to the
difgrace of themfelves and family, and the fhame of their fex and
rank —What will they fay when I tell them, that gaming is held
among the Turks to be as infamous as theft, and a gamefler looked
upon with more deteftation than a higliway robber ?* The Turkifh
Ambaflador and his train will, on their return to their country,
have to tell a curious tale of this much-famed ifland, in that and

other refpels.
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PREJUDICE, that canker of the human heart, has in-
jured mankind by impeding perfonal intercourfe, and thereby clog=
ging the channel of intelle&ual improvement : it forbids that inter-
change of fentiment—that reciprocal communication of opinion—
that generous circulation of intelleCtual wealth, which, while it en-
riches another, advances itfelf—it diffevers the bond of focial union,
and makes Man fit down the gloomy, felfith poffeffor of his own
miferable mite, with too much hatred to give, and too much pride
to receive, thofe benefits, which Providence, by leaving our nature
fo unaccommodated, has pointed out as neceffary to pafs between
Man and man: under its influence we fpurn from us the good, if
We diflike the hand that offers it, and will rather plunge into the
Mmire than be guided by the light of any one whofe opinion is at
Variance with our own.

Thus it is between the Turks and us—the little of their aflairs
Which the prejudices of the Mahomedans have allowed themfelves to

¢ommunicate, or fuffered others to glean among them, has been in
Ca general
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geneeral o mifufed, diftorted, and mifreprefented by the prejudices of
the Chriftians, that it is not going beyond the truth to fay, there exift
not a people in the c_ivilizred world whofe ;’eal hiftory and genuine
ftate are fo little known as thofe of the Turks : and the worft of it is,
that not one mifreprefentation, not one fingle miftake has fallen on the
generous, charitable fide ; but all, all without exception tend to re-
prefent the Turk in the moft degraded and deteftable point of view.
As the pﬁrity of the Chriftian does not allow him to be guilty of ‘a
wxlful uncharitable mnfreprefentatlon we fhould attribute it to un=
avmdable error, were it not that, till {'ome late authors whofe libe-
rality does them honour, they all walked in the very fame track,

and could hardly have been fo umformly erroneous from dcﬁgn

We muft therefore attribute it to religious zeal and miftaken piety ;
in which, in this inftance alone, théy feem to be reputable comp'eti-‘
tors with the Turks. The morofenéfs, the animofity, and the fu-
percilious felf-pofleflion of the bigof, each holds in common with
the other. ' ,

One firiking feature in the Conflitution of Turkey is, that
neither blood nor fplendid birth are of themfelves fufficient to re-
commend a man to great offices. Merit and abilities alone are the
pinions which can lift ambition to its height. The cottager may be
exalted to the higheft office in the Empire ; at leaft there is no abfo-
lute impediment in his way ; and I believe it has often happened.
Compare this with France under its late Monarchy, where no merit

could
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eould taife a mai frony the Canaille: this, I fay, is one of the erite-
tiotis of 4 free Conftifution, and Turkey is fo far democratic.
" Thé very firft principle ingrafted in the minds of the Mahomedan
¢hildten, is a high contempt of all religions but their own ; and from
the minute babes are capable of diftinguifhing,’ they are taught to
call Chriftians by the name of Ghizour, orlnfidel: this grows up
i their manhood fo firong in them, that they will follow a Chrif=
tian’ fhrough the ftreets, and even juftle againft him with contempt,
erying, Ghiaour ! Ghiaour! or Infidel ! Infidel !--Men of dignity
and ‘tank, ‘indeed, will treat Chriftians with courtefy 5 but as foon as
fhcy are gone out of hearing, will ‘call them Dog! This ‘is mon~
ftrous ! But let us recolle how a Turk would be treated in Spain
of Portugal, and we fhall fee that inhuman bigotry may be found in
a greater degree among Chriftians than even Mahomedans. In Spain
or Portugal they would treat them thus :—the common people would
call them Hogs ; they would juftle them alfo in contempt ; and what
1s more, they would ftab them (it has often happened) por amor de
Dios 5 and as to the people of rank, they would very confcientioufly
confign them to the Inquifition, where the pious Fathers of the
Church would very pioudly confign them to the flames, and coolly
go to the Altar, and pray to Gob to damn them hereafter to all
eternity. So far the balance, T think, is in favour of the Turks..
Need 1 go farther ?—I will.—

“The Mahomedans are divided into two Sects, as the Chriftians;

arc
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are into many. - Thofe are the Sect of Ali, and the Se& of Omar.
Now, I have never heard among them of one Sett burning. the
other deliberately : but the Roman Catholics, even now, burn Pro-
teftants by juridical fentence —burn: their fellow Chriftians to death
for differing from them in a mere fpeculative point of dorine.
Which then are the better men? I am fure it is unneceflary to fay :
though bad are the beft.

The T'urks are allowed, by thofe who know them beft, to have
fome excellent qualities ; and I think, that in the prodigality of our
cenfure, which, though little acquainted with them, we are forward
to beftow, it would be but fair to give them credit for many of
thofe good qualitiesy which even among ourfelves it requires the
greateft ‘intimacy and the warmeft mutual confidence and efteem to
difclofe or difeover in each other, That they have many vices is
certain.  What people are they that have not? Gaming they deteft ;
wine they ufe not, or at leaft ufe only a little, and that by ftealth ;
and as to the plurality of women, it can in them be fcarcely deemed
a vice, fince their religion allows it.  One vice, and one only, of a
dark dye is laid to their charge ; and that has been trumpeted forth
with the grievous and horrid addiﬁon, that though contraditory to
nature, it was allowed by their religion. This I have reafon to
believe is one of the many fabrications and artifices of Chriftian
zealots, to render Mahomedanifm more odious : for I have been in-
formed from the moft competent and refpectable authority, and am

therefore
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therefore perfuaded, that the deteftable crime to which I allude, is
forbidden both by the Koran and their Municipal Laws; that it is
Openly condemned’ by aIf as with us; and that, though candour
muft allow there are many who pradtife it (by the bye there are
too. many in England who are fuppoled to do the fame),” ‘there arc
none hardy or fhamelefs enough not to endeavour to conceal it;
and, in fhort, that it is apparently as much reprobated there as an};
where ; which, at all events, refcues the Laws and Religion of the
Country from that fligma.

Pcrhéps there is no part of the world where the flame of pa-
rental affeCtion burns with more ardent and unextinguifhable
ftrength, or is more-faithfully returned by reciprocal tendernefs and
filial obedience, than Turkey. FEducated in the moft unaffected
deference and pious fubmiffion to their parents’ will'; trained both
by precept and example to the greatelt veneration for the aged,.
and feparated almoft from their infaucy from the women, they ac-
quire a modefty to their fuperiors, and a bafhfulnefs and refpe&ful
deportment to the weaker fex, which never ceafe to influence them
through life, A Turk meeting a woman in the ftreet, turns his
head from her, as if looking at her were criminal; and there is no--
thing they deteft fo much, or will more feduloufly fhun, than an.
Impudent, audacious woman. To get the béttm of a Turk there-
fore, there is nothing further neceflary, than to let flip a Virago at.
him, and he inftantly retreats.

Since
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Since the arrival of the Turkith ;ﬁmbamrii-n'LO'ndqn, I have
had frequent oecafion to.obferve, that thepeople of his train have
been alrea,dy, by the good example of our Brmfh Belles and Beaux,
pretty much eafed of their national mocfeﬁy, and can look at the
women with as broad and intrepid a ftare, as the greateft puppy in
the Metropolis.

Their habitual tendernefs and deference for the fair fcx, wh1lc
it fpeaks much for their manly gallantry, muft be allowed by can-
. dour to be carried to an excels extravagant and 1rr1txonal It is the
greatelt difgrace to the chara@er of a Turk to lift his hand to a wo-
man: this is, doubtlefs, right, with fome limitations ; but they
carry it fo far as to allow no provocation, be it what it may, fuf-
ficient to juftify ufing force or firokes to a woman; the urmoft
they can do is, to fcold and walk off. - The confequence of this is,
that the women often run into the moft violent exceffes. There
have been inftances where they ‘have been guilty of the moft furious
outrages ; where they have violated the laws in a colleCted body,
and broke open public ftores of corn laid up by the Government :
the Magiftrates attended, the Janiffaries were called, and came run-
ning to quell the riot—but, behold they were women who committed
it: they knew no way of refifting them, unlefs by force ; and force
they could not ufe : fo the ladies were permitted quietly to do their
work in defiance of Magiftrates, Law, Right, and Reafon.

Among the variety of errors and moral abfurdities falfely
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alcribed to the Mahomedan Religion, the exclufion of Women from
Paradife holds a very confpicuous place, as a charge equally falfe
and abfurd ; on the contrary, the Women have their fafts, their ablu-
tions, and the other religious rites deemed by Mahomedans necel-
fary to falvation, Notwithftanding, it has been the pralice of tra-
vellers to have recourfe to invention, where the cuftoms of the
country precluded pofitive information ; and to give their accounts
rather from the fuggeftions of their own prejudiced imaginations,

than from any fair inferences or conclufions drawn from the facls

that came under their obfervation.

L .E.T.T.E.R:; XXX,

e

T'ue fubje@ I touched upon in my laft three letters, and
on which this, and probably fome fucceeding ones, will turn, is at-
tended with circumftances of great delicacy, and may poffibly bear
the afpect of at leaft a dubious import, as touching the great point
of Religion. I will therefore, before I proceed further, explain
to you (left it fhould require explanation) the whole fcope of my
meaning.

D My
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My objec throughout the whole of what I have faid relpe&ting
the Turks, is to war with prejudice, not to draw comparifons :—to
fhew that where the Mahomedans are vicious or enflaved, it is not
the fault of their Religion or their Laws:—to convince you, the
Turks are not the only people in the world, who, under all the ex-
ternal forms of fan&ity and religion, are capable of the moft de-
teftable crimes, and fometimes utterly bereft of all pretenfions to
charity—and that, while they have been held up as a perpetual
fubje& of reproach and accufation, they were committing only juft
the fame crimes that confcience might have retorted on their ac-
cufers. If allowance can be at all made for hiftorical mifreprefenta-
tion, we may perhaps be difpofed to confider that of the ignorant
Catholic Miflionaries of the early ages, as entitled to fome excufe,
or at lealt mitigation, The intemperate zeal of thofe times forbade
the full exercife of the rational faculties; but in this age of illumi-
nation and liberality, he that falfifies from polemical malice fhould
meet little quarter and lefs belief. And it muft be grievous to all
men of virtue and religion to refle&, that churchmen, difciples of
the Chriftian Church, which fhould be the fountain of purity and
truth, have been foremoft in the lift of falfifiers.

The difficulty of obtaining information of any kind in Turkey,
is very great; of their Religion chiefly they are extremely tena-
cious ; and as to their Women, it is allowed by the beft-informed
men, who have lived there for many years, in departments of life

that



that gave them the belt means of obtaining information Europeans
can have, that, at beft, but a very imperfeét knowledge can be had
of them. Yet travellers who probably never migrated farther than
- “from the green bed to the brown,” have given us diffufe accounts
of their religion ; and adventurers who never were beyond the purlicus
of Drury, have fcaled Seraglio walls, and carried off the favourites
of Sultans.

The truth is, my dear FREDERICK, the Turks, like all other
people, have their fhare of vices, but are by no means countenanced
in them by their Religion ; and from what I have been able to col-
le&, as well from my own inquiries and obfervations, as from read-
ing the beft Hiftorians, I am perfuaded that they have not, in the
whole fcope of Mahomedanifm, one do@rine fo fubverfive of vir-
tue, or {o encouraging to the indulgence of vice, as many that are
to be found in that curious code, Popery.

The malice of our intemperate zealots againft Mahomedani{m
has been of courfe extended to its founder with more than common
exaggeration and additions, They have reprefented Mahomet to be
2 man of mean origin, poflefling a mind unenlightened by Science
or Literature, and an underftanding and faculties naturally grofs.
All thofe fuggeflions are undoubtedly falfe;——he fprung from the
moft noble of all the Arabian Tribes—the Coraifhites: at his time,
Poverty, fo far from being a reproach among them, was a mark of
€very thing that was great and dignified, if fupported with magna-
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nimity and fortitude; and the two firft Caliphs lived as poor as
Mahomet himfelf, although they had immenfe revenues, command-
ed vaft armies, and were lords of great provinces. As to his un-
derftanding I can only fay, that perhaps he was the very laft man
in the world whofe intelle¢tual powers fhould be called in queftion.
His genius was unbounded, his (pirit enterprifing, his powers of
addrefs were unequalled, he was allowed to be the greateft orator of
his time ; and yet, with all thefe qualifications, his underﬁanding
was flighted. It is a logical truth, that when people prove too
much, they prove nothing at all : our Chriftian zealots, in this in-
ftance, have overfhot the mark, and thereby rendered all their other
information at leaft doubtful. Perhaps the confummation of all
policy was Mahomet’s pretending to be an idiot, in order to make
his great and wonderful effufions appear to be the immediate infpi-
ration of Heaven—He called himfelf THE Ip1oT PropueT *.
The whole of Mahomedanifm may be reduced fimply to this
one article of Faith—¢ There is but one Gop, and ManoMET is his
“ Prophet ;” but upon this they have f{uperinduced, from time to
time, fuch a variety of abfurdities as would require volumes to de-
{cribe : however, in ftri&k candour let us refle&, and afk our own
hearts the queftion, whether {prinkling with holy water, or worfhip-

ing a bit of white wafer as Gop, can be exceeded, or are lefs abfurd

% Mohammed.
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than the periodical ablutions of the Turks, or their going on a pil-
grimage to Mecca?

With regard to the Women, I have faid before that the beft in~
formation we can obtain is very imperfe& ; all I have been able to
colle@, you fhall have. = They are formed in a ftyle of the moft ex-
quifite fymmetry, particularly about the cheft and bofom ; they have
delicate fkins, regular features, black hair and eyes, and are, above
all other beings, cleanly and neat in their perfons, bathing twice a
day regularly, befides on other occafions, and not fuffering even the
fmalleft hair to remain upon their bodies. They are kept in the
molt rigorous confinement, and only perfons of ill fame paint. 'Wo-
men of charaCer are there chafte—nor is their chaftity to be at-
tributed to reftraint merely, for, from their infancy they are trained
to difcretion and felf-fubjection, and the modefty natural to the fex
is cherifhed from its firt dawnings. When they grow up, they
are not, like our women here, fubjected to the contagion of infamous
gallantry ; neither are the men trained to, nor do they pride them-
felves, like Ifome among us, on the arts of feduction. In fa@, that
Practice makes no part of the accomplithments of their fine gentle-
men ; nay, it is held by them to be infamous. There are no fuch
characters to be found in Turkey as your box-lobby loungers—none
of your upftart cubs like thofe who daudle the beft part of the day
through Pall-Mall, St. James’s-fireet, and Bond-ftrect ; who, with-
out birth, wealth, cducation, or parts, fancy themfelves fine fellows,

and
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and powder their nofes in Ladies’ head-drefles, whifpering them in
order to get the reputation of gallantry ; who ftrut like Bantam
cocks, and affume a fierce air to conceal their confcious want of {pi-
rit ; and drefled in a fuit of regimentals, bought by Papa, at Mama’s
requeft, to exhibit fweet Mafter Jacky to advantage in the Park —
though never to be foiled with gunpowder, or perforated with a ball
in the nafty field of battle ! ! !—My dear FrREDERICK, I have often
told you that you fhall make choice of your own profeflion. If you
fhould choofe any of the learned profeflions, you may fail in it
without difhonour ; for many of the ableft men have failed before :
but, mark me! avoid the military as you would ruin, unlefs you
have the requifites ; let not the glitter of a fcarlet coat, or the empty
name of a foldier, tempt you to be like one of thofe miferable ani-
mals I have defcribed.  There may be charafters more wicked—I
know none fo utterly contemptible.

All extremes are bad ; but the exceedings of virtue, even where
they run into error, are ftill preferable to vice. However ludicrous
it may appear, we cannot abfolutely defpife or condemn the prudery
of the Turkifh women, though it runs into fuch extravagance, that,
when feeding their poultry, they keep carefully veiled if theré hap-
pens to be a cock among them, fo faftidioufly averfe are they to the
odious male creature fecing their pretty faces.

When the circumftances under which the Turkith women ftand
are confidered, it muft appear amazing, that chaftity, from prin-
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ciple, is univerfal among them, as it is confeffed to be: the nature
of man urges him to defire, with greateft ardour, that which is moft
forbidden ; and women who are much confined, may well be fup-
pofed to have their paflions inflamed by the exaggerated workings
of the imagination. Infidelity, however, to the marriage-bed, is
much lefs frequent among the men there, than among the women
here ; and the tide of fathion, which 1n this country gives fuch a
rapid and irrefiftible circulation to vice and adultery, runs there in
an oppofite dire@ion ; and contrary to our cuftoms, no man is fo
unfathionable in Turkey as he that has interrupted the domeftic
peace of a family by feduction.

Among the many virtues which may with fri& juftice be -
afcribed to the Turks, hofpitality holds a confpicuous place. It is
not confined to common civility, it extends to perfonal protetion.
Many deem it abfolutely their duty to rifk their lives in defence of
their guefts ; nor will any motive, however cogent, be allowed to
juﬁify the violation of it. Nay, to fuch a fyltem is it carried up,
that an engagement with a ftranger is accepted as an excufe for not
obeying the fummons of a great man, when no other apology, not
even that of indifpofition, would be admitted.

While the Turks abhor and defpife all other religions but their
own, their Government is by no means intolerant in fpiritual con-
cerns, 'The exercife of all religions is free, and at Conflantinople
(we are told) Monks drefs in their habits, and are allowed at funeral

8 proceffions
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proceflions to elevate the Crofs, which is more than the Englifh
tyranny allowed the Roman Catholics of Ireland to do, till very
lately : a Turk, however, convicted of apoftacy, could not by any
means efcape death. Meantime it muft be obferved, that if they
keep up a decent femblance of the forms of their religion, no in-
trufive inquiry is made into their real faith: and though it is one
of the injunétions of Mahomet to endeavour to convert Unbelievers,
and they fometimes in obedience to that command f{olicit the con-
verfion of Chriftians and others; they never fail to confider any
renegado, or perfon who becomes a convert, with contempt, if not
diflike.

I will conclude this letter with an extra& from that moft valu-
able and accurate work, Ruflel's Hiftory of Aleppo, which will
give you a better, becaufe a true, notion of Turkifh morals, than
you are likely to receive from general opinion. “ Upon the whole,”
fays he, « whether it be afcribed to the influence of their political
¢ Conftitution, or to the abfence of various temptations, which in
“ Europe often lead to the violation of better laws ; there are per-
¢ haps few great cities where many of the private and domeftic vir-

“ tues are in general more prevalent than at Aleppo.”

LETTER
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The ufe of periodical ftated times of devotion is uni-
verfally admitted, and the neceflity of adopting them makes a part
of the Chriftian Code. The Mahomedan Religion, however, ex~
ceeds it far in the rigid attention to, and frequency of, devotion.
There are no lefs than five ftated times of prayer in every twenty-
four hours, fixed as indifpenfable, at none of which a true Believer
fails ; and the fervency of their praying excceds even the frequency.
I have heard it afferted, that if the houfc was to take fire while
they are at their devotion, they would not break off; and fo
tigidly intent do they conceive it their duty to be during the time
of prayer, that if in the midlt of it they were interrupted by a fit
of fneezing or coughing, they confider all lulrendy done as gone for
nothing, and always begin them again.—-And to tell a truth of them,
if the Chrifiians curfe them, they arc pretty even with them in
return, never failing to pray for difcord, enmity, and diffenfion
among their enemies, as well as health and profperity to them.
{clves; and to the efficacy of thofe prayers they fondly attribute all
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the wars and diflenfions which inceflantly harafs Chriftendom. A
bell tolls as a public notice of prayer; and when a true Mahomedan
hears it, let him be where he will, whether at home or abroad, in the
highway or in the market, be the place dirty or clean, wet or dry, he
immediately falls down and worfhips.

As fubfidiary to prayer they have their ablutions, in which they
are full as fcrupuloufly punétual asin their prayers. One is prepara-
tory to prayer, another after cohabitation with women, a third before
cating, and another again incidental. Thofe they never negle&t to
perform, unlefs fome infuperable obftacle lies in the way. Charity,
that moft glorious doétrine of any Religion, is enjoined by the Koran
under the moft heavy denunciation of heavenly vengeance, in cafe of
neglect ; and by it they are chargc{j to regard no bounds in liberality
to the poor. Many Muffulmen in their zeal to difcharge this duty
have given a fourth, many a third, and fome one half of their property.
Nay, the inflances are not infrequent of men giving away their all,
and living afterwards themfelves upon alms. To do ftrict juftice it
muft be faid, that poverty is no where fo refpectfully attended to, ho-
noured, or reverenced, as among the Mahomedans ; who have a faying
among them,  that the fear of want is a mark of the judgment of
“« Gopn.”

Abftinenge is confidered as a virtue among them, and very ftritly
enjoined as a religious duty. The great Faft appointed by the Koran
continues for the month of Ramedan, during which time they neither
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eat, drink, nor converfe with their wives, from fun-rife till the ftars
appear, or the lamps are hung out at the Mofques. Any man who
breaks it is punifhed with death ; but the worft of it is, that they will
not allow even travellers, the fick or the wounded, to plead a right to
exemption : fome of the Turks, however, and all the Chriftians, have
hit upon expedients to pafs the month without much mortification ;
that is, fleeping in bed all day, and fitting up and caroufing all night,
to evade the reftraint.

The laft and greateft ordinance of their religion is the pilgrimage
to Mecca, which when once accomplithed is fuppofed to be a dire&
paflport to Heaven; and there are few of them who do not at one
time or other of their lives take that painful and hazardous journey.
As this is a very interefting journey, however, to travel in the clofet,
as it includes the defcription of a caravan, and ferves to thew to what
extremities enthufiafm can influence men, I will give you a defcription
of it as handed to me by a very accurate and ingenious perfon, on
whofe precife veracity I can rely ; firft making fome remarks upon
the preceding part of this letter. '

You will obferve from what I have already faid, that,- excepting
the mere points of religious faith, the moral ordinances of Maho-
medanifim comprehend moft of thofe parts of the Chriftian religion,
on the practice of which the reputation of piety is founded ; and that
for ftri@ obedience to thofe ordinances the Mahomedans are more re-

markable than we are. Adultery is not frequent among them ; wine

E 2 is



L 9 )

is feldom or never ufed ; theft is little known ; fo is murder, Then
in the pra&ical parts of devotion, there ave in the firft place prayers ;
fecondly, abftinence or fafting; thirdly, charity. Thole are all Chriftian
do@rines, more zealoufly obferved by them than by us.  Their ab-
lutions are at leaft no injury to the caufe of morality or piety ; but
rather, being done as a religious exercile, ferve to keep up the feries
of intercourfe which fhould fubfift between the Creature and his Cre-
ator : befides, I cannot help thinking with our inimitable poet Thom-

fon, that

from the body’s purity, the mind

Receives a fecret fympachetic aide  Seasons—Summer.

And asto the pilgrimage to Mecca, however irrational it may appear
to us, it is at leaft recommended by fincerity and zeal, and is doubtlefs
in the eye of an all-fecing Providence meritorious, Hr, we are to
fuppofe, will judge not by the value of the alt but the purity of the
motive ; and will accept it as the offering of a frail, blind mortal,
bending in obedience to that which he conceives to be the will of
Heaven. Befides, for the lie of me I cannot fee why a pilgrimage
to Mecca is at all more culpable than a pilgrimage to Jerufalem ; not
to mention the thoufand other holy placcs to which well-meaning
Chriftians go, for their foul’s fake, at imminent hazard of their lives,
and certain mortification and hardhip to their bodies.

Banifh then, my FREDERICK ! banith from your heart all illiberal

and
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and uncharitable prejudices, if any have yet found their way, to. it.
Revere and cling to your Religion as the beft and moft conducive to
¢ternal and temporal happinefs ; and the more good becaufe it enjoins
Us to be charitable even to the Jews as well as to the Gentiles : bu_t
Dever think that you advance the caufe of that Religion, or do; {ervice
to your Gob, by waging war againft your fellow-creatures for opi-'
nions they canno more help entertaining than you can help having
yours, or by denouncing againft them that cternal fentence which
refts with the Almighty alone to judge of or to pronounce.

"T'o a benevolent mind the animofities of mankind prefent a moft
affliting picture ; and the frivolous pretexts upon which thofe ani-
mofities are grounded render it only the more horrible. One would
think that the fubftantial traffic of life, and the ftruggle of mankind
for the fuperfluities of it, of themfelves afforded ample materials for
fcufile, without reforting to the fhadows of {peculation for contention.
Yet experience has fhewn us that opinion is a much more copious
fource of animofity and warfare ; and that for one man who has been
curfed, murdered, or deftroyed by his fellow-creatures in a conteft

for property, there are a thoufand who have fallen facrifices to the

Vengeance of hoftile opinion :
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Were it poffible that I could obtain from the bounty of Heaven a

grant of the firt with of my heart, that with fhould be to fee all
mankind
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mankind in harmony and mutual good will, ranging without dif-
fin@ion under the one great name of Man and Brother. As thofe
who foment the difunion between them are the moft pernicious
montfters of fociety, fo he who endeavours to bring them one ftep
nearer to a general accommodation of fentiment, who firives to incul-
cate the principles of mutual toleration, and encourage the growth of
reciprocal affeétion between men as fellow beings, may be jutly ranked
among the beft friends of mankind, and the moft faithful fervants of .
Him who gave being to all.
Among the grofs milreprefentations of which I complain, and
which for the fake of mankind I lament, is that general falfehood, the
: infidelity of the Turkifh women. The refpetable author whom I
have before taken the freedom of quoting,l mean Dr, Ruflel, de-
clares that in twenty years refidence at Aleppo, he did not remember
a public inftance of adultery ; and that in the private walks of fcandal
thofe he heard of were among the loweft clafs, and did not in number
exceed a dozen. * Inrefpeét to the Franks (continues he) the under-
“ taking is attended not only with fuch rifk to the individual, but
“ may in its confequences fo {erioufly involve the whole fettlement,
“ that it is either never attempted, or is concealed with a fecrecy un-
« exampled in other matters. I have reafon to believe that European
« travellers have fometimes had a Greek courtefan impofed on them
“ for a Sultana ; and after having been heartily frightened, have been
“ induced to pay fmartly, in order to preferve a fecret which the day
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“ after was known to half the fifterhood in tawn.” He remarks,
however, that at Conflantinople the ftate of gallantry is different.

On the {ubje@ of the Turkith moral charater, I have endeavoured
to be as concife as juftice would allow me to be ; and yet I find that I
have gane to fome length. I cannot however difmifs it without giv-
ing you a trait to which the moft obftinate polemical prejudice, and
the moft inveterate hatred, muft in fpite of them pay the tribute of
applaufe, Their treatment to their {laves is beyond all example among
us humane, tender, and generous, and fuch as may well bring a bluth
in the faces of Chriftian dealers in human fleth.  When young flaves,
male or female, are bought by a Turk, they feem to be ifitroduced into
;he family rather in the condition of an adopted child ; they receive
the fame education, perform nearly the fame offices, and are bound
to no greater marks of refpeét than their mafter’s own children—and
in faé feel none of the galling circumftances of a flate of fervility ;
the very worft treatment they ever receive is to be put on a footing
with the menial domeftics, or ordered to the fame duty as a valet or
a page. It often happens, on the other hand, that they are married
into the family, and very frequently are promoted to high offices in
the State. If they adopt the Religion of their mafters, it is always
{pontaneoufly ; and even to flaves taken in war, no compulfion is
ufed to make them change their Faith.

The following is the beft defcription I am able to give you of an

Eaftern Caravan, It exaély coincides with my own obfervations, and
with
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with the various accounts I have had from others. I owe it, as well
as the account of the proceedings of the pilgrims at Mecca, to the kind
offices of a friend, who took the pains to procure them for me.

DESCRIPTION or a CARAVAN.

Inclgfed in the preceding Letter,

A CARAVAN, which is fo often mentioned in the hiftory and
defcription of the Eaft, and in all the tales and ftories of thofe coun-
tries, is an affemblage of travellers, partly pilgrims, partly merchants,
who colle& together in order to confolidate a fufficient force to pro-
te& them, in travelling through the hideous wilds and burning deferts
over which they are conftrained to pafs for commercial and other pur-
pofes ; thofe wilds being infefted with Arabs, who make a profeflion
of pillage, and rob in moft formidable bodies, fome almoft as large as
fmall armies. As the colle@ion of fuch a number requires time, and
the embodying of them is a ferious concern, it is concerted with great
care and preparation, and is never attempted without the permiflion of
the Prince in whofe dominions it is to be formed, and of tlicfe alfo
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through whofe dominions it is to pafs, exprefled in writing. The
exad number of men and carriages, mules, horfes, and other beafts of
burthen, are fpecified in the licenfe ; and the merchants to whom the
caravan belongs, regulate and direét every thing appertaining to its
government and police during the journey, and appoint the various
officers neceflary for conducting it.

Each caravan has four principal officers: the firft, the Caravanba-
chi, or head of the caravan; the fecond, the Captain of the march; the
third, the Captain of the ftop or reft; and the fourth, the Captain of
the diftribution. The firft has the uncontroulable authority and com-
mand over all the others, and gives them his orders: the fecond is ab-
folute during the march ; but his authority immediately ceafes on the
ftopping or encamping of the caravan, when the third afTumes his fhare
of the authority, and exerts it during the time of its remaining at reft :
and the fourth orders the difpofition of every part of the caravan, in
cafe of an attack or battle, This laft officer has alfo during the march
the infpe@ion and dire@ion of the diftribution of provifions, which is
condu@ed under his management by feveral inferior officers, who are
obliged to give fecurity to the mafier of the caravan; each of them
having the care of a certain number of men, elephants, dromedaries,
camels, &c. &c. which they undertake to condué and furnith with
Provifions at their own rifque, according to an agreement flipulated
between them.

A fifth officer of the caravan is the pay-mafler or treafurer, who -
I has
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has under him a great many clerks and interpreters, appointed to keep
accurate journals of all the material incidents that occur upon the
journey. And it is by thefe journals, figned by the fuperior officers,
that the owners of the caravan judge whether they have been well or
ill ferved or conduéted.

Another kind of officers are the Mathematicians, without whom

no caravan will prefume to fet out. There are commonly three of
them attached to a caravan of large fize ; and they perform the offices
both of quarter-mafters and aides-de-camp, leading the troops when the
caravan is attacked, and affigning the quarters where the caravan is
appointed to encamp.

There are no lefs than five diftinét forts of caravans: firft, the
heavy caravans, which are compofed of elephants, dromedaries, ca-
mels, and horfes ; fecondly, the light caravans, which have but few
elephants ; thirdly, the common -caravans, where there are none of
thofe animals; fourthly, the horfe caravans, where there are neither
dromedaries nor camels; and lafily, fea caravans, confifting of veflels;
from whence you will obferve that the word caravan is not confined
to the land, but extends to the water alfo. _

The proportion obferved in the heavy caravan is as follows :
When there are five hundred elephants, they add a thoufand drome-
daries and two thoufand horfes at the leaft ; and then the efcort is
compofed of four thoufand men on horfeback. Two men are required
for leading one elephant, five for three dromedaries, and feven for

5 eleven
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eleven camels. 'This multitude of fervants, together with the officers
and paffengers, whofe number is uncertain, ferve to fupport the efcort
in cafe of a fight, and render the caravan more formidable and fecure.
The paffengers are not abfolutely obliged to fight; but according to the
laws and ufages of the caravans, if they refufe to do fo, they are not
entitled to any provifions whatever from the caravan, even though
they fhould agree to pay an extravagant price for them.

Every elephant is mounted by what they call a Nick ; that is to
fay, a young lad of nine or ten years old, brought up to the bufinefs,
who drives the elephant, and pricks it with a pointed iron to animate
it in the fight : the fame lad alfo loads the fire-arms of the two foldiers
who mount the elephant with him.

The day of the caravan fetting out being once fixed, is never
altered or poftponed ; fo that no difappointment can poffibly enfue to
any one,

One would fuppofe that fo enormous and powerful a body, fo well
armed, might be certain of moving forward without fear of being
robbed ; but as moft of the Arabian Princes have no other means to
fubfift but by their robberies, they keep fpies in all parts, who give
them notice when the caravans fet out, which they way-lay ; and
fometimes attack with fuperior force, overpower them, plunder them
of all their treafure, and make flaves of the whole convoy—foreigners
¢Xcepted, to whom they generally thew more mercy. If they are
tepulfed, they generally come to fome agreement ; the conditions of

Fa which
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which are pretty well obferved, efpecially if the affailants are native
Arabians, The carrying on of robberies with {uch armies may ap-
pear aftonithing ; but when the temptation is confidered, and when
it is known that one caravan only is fometimes enough to enrich
thofe Princes, much of our furprife vanifhes.

They are obliged to ufe great precautions to prevent the caravan
from introducing that dreadful diftemper, the plague, into the places
through which they pafs, or from being themfelves infected with it.
When therefore they arrive near a town, the inhabitants of the town
and the people of the caravan hold a folemn conference concern-
ing the ftate of their health, and very fincerely communicate to each
other the ftate of the cafe, candidly informing each other whether
there be danger on cither fide.—When there is reafon to fufpe& any
contagious diftemper, they amicably agree that no communication
whatever fhall take place between them ; and if the caravan ftands
in need of provifions, they are conveyed to them with the utmoft
caution over the walls of the town.

The fatigues, hardfhips, and hazards, attending thofe caravans,
are fo great, that they certainly would never be undertaken, if the
amazing profits did not in fome meafure counterbalance them,—The
merchant who travels in them muft be content with fuch provifions
as he can get, muft part with all his delicacies, and give up all hope
of eafe ; he muft fubmit to the frightful confufion of languages and
nations ; the fatigues of long marches over fands, and under a cli-

mate
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mate almoft fufficiently hot to reduce him to a cinder: he muft
fubmit cheerfully to exorbitant duties fraudulently levied, and auda-
cious robberies and fubtle tricks pracifed by the herd of vagabonds
who follow the caravans—for preventing which, the merchants have
a variety of well contrived locks, that can only be opened by thofe
who know the knack of them,

But in fome tracks of caravans there are dangers, and horrible
ones, againft which no human forefight or power can provide, and

beneath which whole caravans fink, and are never after heard of.
The Egyptian caravans are particularly fubje& to hazards in the

horrid tracks they are neceflarily obliged to take through fandy de-
ferts, where, for boundlefs extents, nature has denied one fingle
circumftance of favour; where a blade of grafs never grew, nor a
drop of water ever ran; where the fcorching fire of the fun has
banifhed the kindly influence of the other elements; where, for
feveral days journey, no object meets the eye to guide the parched
traveller in his way ; and where the calual track of one caravan is
clofed by the moving fands, before another can come to take ad-
vantage of it. In thofe vaft plains of burning fands, if the guide
fhould happen to lofe his way, the provifion of water, fo neceffary
to carry them to the place where they are to find more, muft infal-
libly fail them : in fuch a cafe the mules and horfes die with fatigue
and thirft; and even the camels, notwithftanding their extraordinary
power to fubfift without water, foon perifh in the fame manner, to-

gether



( 46 )
gether with the people of the caravan, 'Wandering in thofe frightful
deferts.

But more dreadful ftill, and ftill more inevitable, is the danger
when a fouth wind happens to rife in thofe fandy deferts. The
leaft mifchief it occafions is, to dry up the leathern bags which con-
tain the provifion of water for the journey. This wind, to which
the Arabs give the epithet of poifoned, often ftifles in a moment
thofe who have the misfortune to meet it ; to prevent which, they
are obliged to throw themfelves immediately on the ground, putting
their faces clofe to the burning fands which furround them on all
fides, and covering their mouths with fome linen cloth, left by
breathing they fhould fwallow inflantancous death, which this wind
carries with it wherever it extends.—Befides which, whole caravans
are often buried under moving hills of burning fand, raifed by the
agitation.of the winds,

All thofe horrors and dangers are fo exquifitely deferibed by our
charming bard THoMsonN, that I cannot refrain from tranfcribing the
paflage, as bringing them more immediately home to the underftanding

and the heart, than volumes of common defcription could do.

Breathed hot
From all the boundlefs furnace of the fky,
And the wide glittering wafte of burning fand,

A fuffocating wind the pilgrim finites
‘With inftant death. Patient of thirft and teil,

Son of the Defert ! even the camel feels,
Shot
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Shot through his withered heart, the fiery blaft.
Or from the black-red ether burfting broad
Sallies the fudden whirlwind. Straight the fands,
Commov’d around, in gathering eddies play ;
Nearer and nearer flill they darkening come
Till, with the general all-involving ftorm

Swept up, the whole continuous wilds arife ;
And by their noon-day fount dejected thrown,
Or funk at night in fad difaftrous fleep

Beneath defcending hills, the caravan

Is buried deep. In Cairo’s crowded ftreets
Th’ impatient Merchant wondering waits in vain,

And Mecca faddens at the long delay,——

Yet, notwithftanding all thofe horrible circumftances of terror and
danger—trade, and the defire of gain, on the one hand, induce mul-

titudes of people to run the hazard :

: Impiger extremos currit Mercator ad Indos,

Per mare pauperiem fugiens, per faxa, per ignes.
HorACcE.

And on the other hand, enthufiafm and religious zeal fend thoufands
to tempt their fate, and take a paflage to Heaven through thofe
horrid regions. Thus we fee in what various ways delufion operates.
—The Merchant might find a livelihood, and the Bigot his way to
divine favour, juft as well by ftaying within the confines of their

Own native home.

ACCOUNT
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ACCOUNT OF THE CEREMONIES OBSERVED BY PILGRIMS
ON THEIR ARRIVAL AT MECCA.

THE caravans are generally fo ordered as to arrive at Mecca
about forty days after the Faft of Ramedan, and immediately pre-
vious to the Corban, or Great Sacrifice. Five or fix days before that
Feftival, the three great caravans, viz. that from Europe, that from
Afia Minor, and that from Arabia, unite; and all, confifting of
about two hundred thoufand men, and three hundred thoufand
beafts of burthen, encamp at fome miles from Mecca. The pil-
grims form themfelves into fmall detachments, and enter the town
to arrange the ceremonies preparatory to the Great Sacrifice. They
are led through a ftreet of continual afcent, till they arrive at a gate
on an eminence, called the Gate of Health. From thence they fee
the great Mofque which inclofes the Houfe of Abraham. They fa-
lute it with the moft profound refpet and devotion, repeating twice,
¢ Salam Alek Irufoul Allah!” that is to fay, * Peace be with the
¢ Ambaffador of God!” Thence, at fome diftance, they mount
five fteps to a large platform faced with ftone, where they offer up
their prayers; they then defcend on the other fide of it, and advance
towards two arches, of the fame kind of dimenfions, but at fome
diftance from each other, through which they pafs with great filence
and devotion, This ceremony muft be performed feven times.

4 From
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~ From hence proceeding to the great Mofque which inclofes the
Houfe of Abraham, they enter the Mofque, and walk feven times
round the little building contained within it, faying, * This is the
“ Houfe of Gop, and of his fervant Abraham.” ‘Then kiffing
with great veneration a black ftone, faid to have defcended white
from Heaven, they go to the famous Well called Zun Zun, which
the Angel fhewed to Hagar when fhe was diftrefled in the defert,
and could find no water for her fon Ifhmael, and which the Arabs call
Zem Zem. Into this Well they plunge with all their clothes, re-
peating * Toba Alla, Toba Alla!” thatis to fay, “ Forgivenels, Gop !
Forgivenefs, Gop !” They then drink a draught of that feetid, turbid
water, and depart.

The duty of bathing and drinking they are obliged to pafs
through once ; but thofe who would gain Paradife before the others,
muft repeat it once a day during the ftay of the Caravan at Mecca.

At fifteen miles from the town of Mecca there is a hill called
“ Ghiabal Arafata,” or ¢ the Mount of Forgivenefs.” It is about
two miles in circumference—a moft delicious fpot. On it Anam
and EVE met, after the Lorp had, for their tranfgreffions, feparated
them forty years. Tere they cohabited and lived in excefs of hap-
pinefs, having built a houfe on it, called “ Beith Adam,” that is to
fay,  the Houfe of Adam.” On the eve of the day of Sacrifice,

the three caravans, ranged in a triangular form, furround this

. mountain - during the whole night the people rejoice, clamour and

G riot
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riot—firing off' cannon, mufkets, piftols, and fire-works, wih anm
inceflant found of drums aud trumpets, As foon as day breaks, a
profound filence fucceeds—they flay their fheep and offer up their
facrifice on the mountain with every demonfiration of the moft pro-
fuvnd devotion, |

On a fuddena Scheik (or Head of a Temple), a kind of Prelate,
rulhcs from -amidft them, mounted on a camel —he afcends five
fteps, rendered praticable for the purpofe, and in a fiudied fermon
preaches thus to the people :

¢ Return praife and thanks for the infinite and immenfe benefits
“ granted by Gobp to Mahomedans, through the mediation of his
“ moft beloved friend and prophet, Mahomet : for that he has de-
“ livered them from the {lavery and bondage of fin and idolatry, in
“ which they were plunged ; has given them the Houfe of Abra-
“ ham, from whence they can be heard, and their petitions granted ;
“ alfo the Mountain of forgivenefs, by which they can implore Him,
“ and obtain a pardon and remiffion of all their fins.

“ For that the blefled, pious, and merciful Gobp, giver of all
“ good gifts, commanded his fecretary, Abraham, to build himfelf
« 2 houfe at Mecca, whence his defcendants might pray to the Al-
“ mighty, and their defires be fulfilled.

« On this command all the mountains in the world ran, as it
“ were, each ambitious to affift the Secretary of the Lorp, and to
“ furnith a flone towards erefting the holy houfe; all, except this

¢ poor
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“ poor little Mountain, which, through mere indigence, could not
¢ contribute a ftone. It continued therefore thirty years grievouily
“ affliCted : at length the Eternal Gobp obferved its anguifh, and,
“ moved with pity at its long fuffering, broke forth, faying, I can
“ forbear no longer, my child ! your bitter lamentations have reached
“ my ears; and I now declare, that all thofe who go to vifit the
“ houfe of my fiiend Abraham fhall not be abiolved of their fins,
“if they do not firft reverence you, and celebrate on you the holy
“ Sacrifice, which I have enjoined my people through the mouth
“ of my prophet Mahomet! Love Gop! Pray! Give Alms!”
Afier this fermon the people falute the Mouatain, and depart.

e T e s e

L&T7TER.XXXIL

Ix my laft letters T endeavoured to give you an ac-
count of the Turkith Government, Laws, and Conftitution in ge-
neral, fo far as I was able to colle& information on the fubject. I
will now proceed to a defcription of thofe particular parts of that
vaft Empire through which I had occafion to travel.

During my ftay at Aleppo, I experienced much politencfs and
G2 hofpitality
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hofpitality from the Euvropean gentry refident there, and particularly
from Mr.

Franks live on a very good footing with each other, the time paffed

, at whofe houfe I entirely refided; and as the

fo agreeably, that were it not for  that within,” I fhould have been
happy enough—We rode out occafionally, fometimes hunting, fome-
times merely for the ride fake. Sometimes with an intelligent na-
tive whom I got to walk with me, or with fome of the Franks, I
walked ab.out the town, in order to amufe away the time and fee
what was going forward, notwlthﬁandiﬁg the cry of “ Frangi Cucu!™
or « Cuckold Frank !”” which frequently followed us for the length of
a flreet. Sometimes we went of evenings to fome of the outlets, where
preparation was made for our reception by fervants, previoufly dif-
patched for the purpofe, and there regaled with coffee, wine, fruits, &c.

The firft day we went on a party of the laft mentioned kind,.
Mrs.

pointed was in a range of beautiful rural gardens that lie along the

did us the honour to accompany us: the place ap-

fide of a river; where the well cultivated earth teeming with a vaft
abundance of the beft efculent plants, flowers, flowering fhrubs and
fruit-trees, afforded a moft delicious regale to the fenfes; and the
plane, the willow, the afh, the pomegranate, and a variety of other
.trees, cluftered together in almoft impervious thickets, yielded a
delightful fhady retreat from the piercing rays of the Sun. It was
on this occafion that I got the firft fpecimen of Turkifh illiberality,
which, as T was entirely unprepared for it, confounded me, and nearly

deprived:
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deprived me of temper and of prudence. As we walked along, I
and

obferved feveral Turks addrefling themfelves to Mrs.
me, who walked arm in. arm, and fpeaking with a loudnefs of voice,
contortion. of countenance, and violence of gefticulation, attended
with a clapping of hands, which, though I did not underftand
their language, I could plainly. perceive carried the appearance of
Menace or infult. 1 was at a lofs what to think of it: Mrs.
blufhed, and feemed much hurt: Mr. and the other gen-

tlemen were filent, and betrayed not the leaft mark of emotion or

refentment.. At length, when we got from them, I afked what it

meant ! and was told, that it was ail aimed at Mrs.

, or at
leaft occafioned by her: that, bigoted to the cuftoms of their own

country,. and utterly ignorant of thofe of any other, they were af-
feted with great indignation at her drefs, occafional derangement
of her veil, and, above all, at the fhamelefs and unpardonably
wicked circumftance of a woman walking {o openly and familiarly
in the company of men: Talking of this affair afterwards with Mr.
————, the lady’s hufband, he aflured me, that there was not an
Opprobrious and infamous epithet which the vulgar ingenuity. of the-
brighteft quean in Billingfgate could: think of, that they had not
huddled upon us. I was.beyond meafure aftonithed at the cool--
nefs with which he bore it, and-faid, that if I had underftood what
they had faid, I fhould moft certainly have been unable to reftrain.
myfelf, and would have knocked one of them down as an example

to.
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to the reft.  Had you done fo, returned he, you would certainly
have repented it: for, if you efcaped being floned, or put to death
upon the fpot, the legal punifhment for an inﬁdél ftriking a true -
believer, you could not efcape ; and probably we, and all the Franks
in the city, would fuffer for it : it would at all events caufe a dread-
ful convulfion in the place, and you would yourfelf fall a facrifice
to it.

Neot long fince 1 was converfing on this fubje® with a gentle-
man of my acquaintance, and mentioned it with fome afperity, as
arifing from a ipirit of bigotry peculiar to Mahomedans.—% My
“ good Sir,” faid he, * let me undeceive you! the very fame would
“be done in moft parts of Spain. T was one day,” continued he,
“ walking in a town in Spain, in company with the wife of a gen-
« tleman who refided there, who were both well known, and bore
¢“ the moft unexceptionable charaéer. Seeing me however walking
“ with her, the populace, as we paffed, held up two fingers fignifi-
“ cantly, and cried to her, What a cuckold is your hufband! and
“concluded with ¢ Todas las Inglefas fon putas,” or, ¢ All Englifh

“ women are s, He added, * thathe was even in Cadiz, where

“ ¢ommercial intercourfe renders them rather more liberal than in
« other parts of that country, frequently accofted by Tlittle children
¢ themfelves, with ¢ Crees in Dios? Do you believe in God? and
& fométimes forming a crofs ‘with the thumb of the right hand and
“ the forefinger, ¢ Crees en efte? Crees enefte? No! No! Ah Ju-

« dio!
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5 dio! Moro ! Barbaro ! Bruto! Proteftante! Puerco! Voia al los
“Infengs! ' In Englih—Da you belicve in this? Do you be-
“lieve in this? No! No! Ah Jew! Moor! Barbarian ! Proteftant !
“Hog ! Go to Hell ! 1"

So. much for human beneficence and charity, under the foltering
ulpices of religion !

The houfe of M. ———, where I was {o hofp;mbly lodged,
Was a magnificent edifice, built in all the fullnefs of Eaflern grans
deur and luxury, and furnithed with all the fplendour and ftate of
Turkey, upited with the tafte and opulence of Great Britain. It was
indeed a houfe in which voluptuoufnefs itfelf might fit down with
fatisfaion—The moft unaffected hofpitality and genercus benevo-
lence invited and fpread the board, and politenefs and affability pre-
fided over all, Never fhall I forget it—never fhall I think of it
without gratitude and efteem.

A gentleman of the opulence and confequence of Mr. ——,
Wwith a houfe fuch as I have defcribed, and a difpofition to focial en-
joyme_nt, was not, you will conclude, without a refort of company-
and fiiends ; in truth, he had friends even among the better fort of
Turks, Parties of pleafure had no intermiffion while 1 was there ;
and as the ladies of Furope or of European extraction in that coun-
try are highly accomplifhed, {peak many languages, are indefatiga-
ble in their efforts to pleafe, and receive ftrangers from Europe with
2 joy and fatisfaction not to be deferibed, Aleppo would have been

4 to
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to me an Elyfium, if the pleafures of the place did not from the
beginning‘fuﬂ'er diminution from my own painful fenfations, whibh
were aggravated at laft by an incident that arofe from my inter-
courfe there—of which more hereafter. L

While T remained at Aleppo, I walked, as T before told you,
frequently about the ftreets; and I think I never was witnefs to {0
many broils in all my life put together, as I was in my wanderings
there—Not a time I went out that I did not obferve one, two, three,
and fometimes half a dozen or more. They have nothing terrible
in them however, and, were it not extremely difgufting to fee men
fcold, would be very entertaining ; for 1 will venture to fay that
a ftreet battle “ a la Turque” is one of the moft ludicrous exhi-
bitions in the world. The parties approach to each other, and re-
treat mutually, as the a&ion of the one gives hopes to the other of
vi@tory, lifting their hands, and flourifhing them in the air, as if
ready to ftrike every moment, grinning and gnafhing their teeth,
while their beard and whifkers befprent with the fpume of their
mouths, and wagging with the quick motion of their lips and
ghaftly contortions of their jaws, prefent the moft ridiculous fpec-
tacle imaginable. They reminded me at the time of a verfe in an
old Englith Ballad :—

"Tis merry in the hall,
‘When beards wag all.

Nothing, in fat, can exceed the extravagance of their gefture:
the
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the vehement loudnefs of their voice, or the whimfical diftortions
of their countenances, in which are difplayed fometimes the quickeft
viciflitudes of fear and fury, and fometimes the moft laughable
combination of both. All this time, however, not a fingle blow: is
adually firuck ; but they compenfate for the want of bodily prowefs
by the exercife of the tongue, denouncing vengeance againft each
other, threatening inftant demolition, lavithing every bitter reproach,
every filthy epithet, and every horrible imprecation that they can
think of, and both boafting occafionally of their patience and forbear-
ance, which fortunately enabled them to refrain from annihilating
their adverfary. At laft the fray gradually decays: exhaufted with
fatigue, and half choaked with duft and vociferation, they retreat
gradually backwards to their own doors; where fumming up all their
malignity into a moft horrid execration, they part for the time, and
retire to vaunt in empty threat, and growl away their rage, in the
recefles of their Haram.

_ Yet thofe people are found terrible in battle by the Chriftian troops
that have from time to time been oppofed to them : here, if proof
be wanting of the effects of Religion on the human mind, is an in-
controvertible one of its powerful operations, Under the influence
of their faith, which tells them that they go to Paradife inftantly if
killed in battle with Infidels, they perform prodigies of valour fight-
ing againft Chriftians; while, forbidden by that faith to imbrue their
hands in the blood of a true believer, their paffions have been gradu-

H ally
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ally brought under the dominion of their religion, till that which at
firft was faith at laft becomes habit, and the appropriate energy and
courage of the man has funk into the degrading and emafculant
efforts of the woman.

The praétice of fighting, or perfonal conflits between individuals
of the fame fociety, feems to have been condemned by the univerfal
confent of all religions. The Gentoos, as well as all the other felts
of the various parts of the Eaft through which I have travelled, give
vent to their paffion in nearly the fame manner as the Turks. The
Chriftians too are moft firictly forbidden to firike one another by the
great Author of their faith: but it is their good fortune, that they
not only have the beft religion in the world for their guidance, but
that they are the only people in the world who claim exemption
from the penalties of that religion, and think themfelves wronged
and their perfonal rights infringed, if they are refufed the_privilege
of breaking through its rules whenever thofe rules are at variance
with their convenience.

Be it your care, my dear child! to fortify your mind with the
{pirit of true religion and found‘morality, and let your pradtice in
life be ever guided by their precepts. ;

LETTER
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L'ETTER XXX,

<

b omaterms s — et sam

Thur avidity with which human creatures {earch for fome-
thing to recreate the mind and keep it in exercife, is of itlelf a con-
vincing proof of the natural afivity of our intelletual faculties, and
fhews that, like the different parts of the body, they were given by
Providence to be called into effort and improved by pradtice. As
they who by the favours of opulence are exempted from the neceffity
of acual bodily labour, are obliged to have recourfe to artificial
labour called exercife ; fo they who have the misfortune to be pre-
cluded from the employment of the mind by bufinefs, are obliged to
feek mental exercife in a variety of expedients, fome of which are
criminal, fome foolith, and fome good for nothing or indifferent.
Cards, dice, and games of chance are (according to the extent to
which they are carried) of the two former—tale and novel-reading
of the two latter. Thofe however {erve to occupy the vacant hours
of all the idle and unemployed. And when letters deny their
friendly aid, we find among ourfelves the deficieney fupplied from

the lefs ample refources of the memory ; and ftory-telling, love tales,

H'a fairy
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fairy tales, and goblin and ghoft adventures, are recited round the
villager’s fire or the kitchen hearth in as great numbers, with as much '
ingenuity, and to as great effe@, as they are to be found written in
the innumerable volumes on the fhelves of our circulating libraries.

In Turkey, where the art of printing has not yet been known,
where the circulation of literary productions is chained down within
the narrow compafs of manulfcript, and where thercfore the efforts of
genius are reprefled by difcouragement, the bufinefs of ftory-telling
makes in itfelf a profeflion, which, as it is acquired by ftudy and pro-
fecuted with art, is followed with confiderable profit.

One day a friend (a French gentleman) who efcorted me through
the town, called to draw me out with him for a walk ; he faid he
withed to thew me fome of the caravanferas, obferving that he thought
I {hould be entertained with a view of them. Iagreed to go; and he
brought me to two, which, after he had thewn to me and explained
their principle, police, and etiquette, I could not help admiring and
approving, To both thefe were attached eating-houfes and coffee-
houfes, and every appendage that could render them convenient and
comfortable. As we were about leaving the laft, I obferved my
friend flop and liften attentively. * Come hither,” faid he, after 3
minute’s paufe—* come into this coffee-houfe, here is fomething
going forward that may amufe ylou.”

We accordingly entered the coffee-houfe, where we faw a num-

ber of people, fome feated in the Turkifh fathion, fome on loW
1 ftools,
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ftools, and fome ftanding 3 and in the middle a man walking to and
fro, fpeaking in an audible vgice, fometimes flowly, fometimes
with rapidity, varying his tones occafionally with all the inflexions
of a correfponding fenfe. I could not underftand him, but he feemed
to me to fpeak with “ good emphafis and good difcretion :”” hiis action
was ealy to him, though expreflive and emphatical ; and his coun-
tenance exhibited ftrong marks of eloquent expreflion. I could not
help faring with aftonifhment at a fcene fo new to me, and felt
great approbation of the tones and manner of this extraordinary
orator, though I could not underftand alﬁngle word he faid. He
was liftened to by all with great attention, and the Turks (albeit not
ufed to the laughing mood) frequently betrayed firong fymptoms
of rifibility : but in the height and torrent of his fpeech he broke
{uddenly off, {campered out of the door and difappeared. I fet it
down that he was a maniac or lunatic of an ingenious kind, and was
for going away. ¢ Stay,” fays my friend, “ reft where you are for a
few minutes, let us hear further.”

The orator had fcarcely been gone three minutes when the room
was filled with the buzz of converfation, a word of which I could
not underftand, but which my guid;: litened to very attentively.

At length the buzz began to grow loud, and foon increafed into
clamour ; when a [cene enfued of fo very ludicrous a kind as
forced me to cram my handkerchief into my mouth to fupprels a
laugh, or at leaft fo to flifle it as to avoid obfervation. In fhort,

they
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they were difputing violently, and the beards were, as I once before
mentioned to you, ALL. WAGGING. I became more convulfed with
mirth ; and my friend feeing that I was likely to give offence, took
me under the arm and hurried me out of the coffee-houfe: we
vetired into a porch in the caravanfera, where I gave vent to my fup-
prefled laughter till my fides were fore and my eyes ran tears.

“ In the name of God, my friend !” faid I, “tell me what is the
meaning of all that extravagant fcene to which we have Juft now
been witnefs: who is that madman that {fpoke fo much? and why
did they all quarrel after he went away ?”

“ Come, come,”’ faid he, * let us retire to my houfe, and I will
there explain the whole of it to you, from beginning to ending.”

I accordingly accompanied him home, where we found a very
gay circle aflembled, to whom he defcribed my aftonithment ; re-
counting my immoderate laughter, till they all laughed very nearly
as immoderately as myfelf, ¢ You muft know,” faid he, addrefling
himfelf to me, *that he whom you took to be a madman, is one of
the moft celebrated compofers and tellers of ftories in Afia, and only
wants the aid of printing, to be perhaps as eminent in reputation
for making CONTES, as Marmontel or Madame D’Anois.  As we
paffed along I heard his voice, and, knowing it, refolved to let you
fee him, and brought you in for the purpofe. He was entertaining
the company with a very curious, interefting, and comical ftory;

the fubje@ of which was avarice ; the hero a mifer of the name
of
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of Caflfem. His milery and avarice are reprefented in it as bringing
him into a variety of fcrapes, which wafte his wealth ; and his cha-
raler is drawn with fuch ftrength of colouring, and marked with
fuch grotefque lines of humour—he related it moreover with fo much
wit, in fuch admirable language, and embellifhed and enforced it
with fuch appropriate action, utterance and emphafis—that it riveted,
as you faw, the attention of all his auditors, and extorted laughter
even from Turkifth gravity.”

“ But how came he to break off fo fuddenly " faid I.

“ That,” returned my friend, * is a part of the art of his profeflion,
without which he could not live: juft as he gets to a moft interefting
part of the ftory, when he has'wound the imagination of his audi-
tors up to the higheft climax of expeQation, he purpofely breaks off
to make them eager for the reft. He is fure to have them all next
day, with additional numbers who come on their report, and he
makes his terms to finith the ftory.”

“ Why then,” interrupted I, *“ why did they who remained
behind fall difputing ?”

 That T will explain to you,” faid he. ¢ Juft as he broke off,
Caffem the mifer (who, as far as I heard, feems as well drawn as Mo-
liere’s AvVARE) having already fuffered a thoufand whimfical mii-
fortunes and dilapidations of fortuﬁe, is brought before the Cadi for
digging in his garden, on the prefumption that he was digging for
trealure, As foon as the hiftorian was gone, they firft applauded

him,,
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him, and then began to difcufs his flory—which they one and
all agreed in praifing highly : and when they came to talk of the
probable iffue of the fequel of it, there were almoft as many opinions
as there were men in company ; each maintained his own, and they
went to loggerheads as you faw about it—when the chance is 2
thoufind to one, that not one of them was near the mark. One in
particular furmiled that Caflem would be married to the Cadi's
daughter ; which gave great offence to fome, and roufed another of
the company to declare, that he was well aflured in his cenfcience
that Caflem would be brought to the baftinado or the. flake, or
elfe hanged, in the fequel.”

¢ And 1s it poffible,” faid I, « that a group of twenty or thirty
rational beings can be {o far bereft of all common fenfe, as to difpute
upon the refult of a contingency, which abfolutely depends on the
atbitrary fancy of an acknowledged fabricator of falfehoods ?’

“ C'¢ft vrai, Monfieur | and thereby they demonftrate the power of
the poet (for poet we may twell call him) ; and entre nous, T doubt
whether it is not more rational, as well as more fair, to difpute what the
denoucment ought to be before than after the inventor of the piece has
difpoled of it, as is the praltice with us. When he has once finifhed
his fable, you will find them all content, and the voice of criticifm
filent. Now in France or England, our critics lic perdue, in order
to attack the poet, let him finith his performance how he may. But
you will recolle&t, Monfieur, that in Turkey eriticifin is the honeft

+ {pontaneous
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fpontancous iffue of the heart, and with us is a trade, whereifome-
times lucre, fometimes vanity, but oftener than both, envy and malice
direct the decifion, and difpofe to cavil and cenfure.

But we will go again to-morrow, continued he, probably he will be
there to conclude or proceed further with his ftory ; I agreed to this
and we parted. Vi . .

On the next day we went, and not feeing the orator in his place,
lounged about the caravanfera, and going to another coffee-houfe
found him declaiming with all his might. l My friend told me that
the ftory he was now on was quite different from the former : how-
ever we watched his motions fo effeCtually that we got e conclus
fion of the ftory of Caﬁem; which completely difappointe(} the pro=
gnoftics of the two conﬂi&ihg Turkith critics ; for Caflern was neither
baftinadoed, ftaked, or hanged, nor married to the Cadi’s daughter,
but lived to fee that extreme avarice was folly; and to be fenfible
that to make the proper ufe of the goods of this life is to enjoy
them,

1 LETTER
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L ET.T E.R. XXXV,

My laft letter has thewn you, that the conceptions of genius,
though they may want the aid of the Prefs to bring them in full
and p'e.rfe& difclofure to the world, will yet burft through their
bounds, and find fome means of communication with mankind ; for
though the art of Printing be unknown in Turkey, the emanations
of fuperior intelle&t and fancy find their way to the general ear
through the medium of public declamation in coffee-houfes. This
letter will ferve to thew you that malverfation in office, public delin-
quency, and all thofe crimes of the great, which with us are cogniz-
able by no tribunal but that of the public prefs, are not altogether
fo exempt from the lafh and expofure of the fatirit in Turkey, as
the want of that great palladium of Freedom would difpofe us to be-
lieve ; and that, incredible as it may appear, the magiftrates are held
up to ridicule in public exhibition, fatirifed with all the extravagant
vulgarity of coarfe humour and unpolithed wit, and expofed with
all the bitter exaggerations ot envenomed genius.

The French gentleman whom I mentioned to you in my laft,

as
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as having procured me that pleafant repaft at the coffce-houfe, called
on me a morning or two after that, and reminded me how highly I
feemed to be entertained ; faid, there were cften to be feen, by
walking about and going into public places, a varicty of thiggs,
which, however worthlefs and unentertaining in themfelves, might,
from the novelty of their appearance, and their unlikelines to any
thing feen in Europe, ferve either to divert by their oddity, or pro-
mote the conception of new ideas in the mind : he therefore recom-
mended it to me, with all the zeal of a perfon who took an intereft
in my happinefs, to keep on my legs and in the ftreets while I re-
mained at Aleppo.

You will conclude that I readily complied, and we fallied out
direQly in queft of adventure. We proceeded, therefore, to one
of the beforementioned coffee-houfes, where, as my friend obferved
to me, though there were no people of great rank, there was gene-
rally fomething to afford contemplation or amufement ; and where,
if nothing elfe occurred, the motley appearance of the company
was fufficient to excite a variety of whimfical emotions, and fug-
geft numberlefs ludicrous images to the imagination of an Englith
or French man. As there was no orator at work declaiming,
I had time to indulge myfelf with a more accurate view than I
had before taken of the group that furrounded us: and furely
never was ponderous gravity more ludicroufly, or in more various

forms depicted by any caricaturift in the world.—Here it was to
la be
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be feen, in all its fhadings, from the felf-important nod of ferious
‘cogitation, down to the foporific alpe@ of ftolid ftupidity. Not a
mufcle was moved in way of mirth, not a facg difgraced with a {mile,
and T could not help thinking all the time, that if every nation of
the earth was to take fome animal for its infignia, as the Britith af-
fume the lion, and the Pruflian the eagle, the Turks might be divided
in their choice between the appropriate claims of the owl and the
afs.

Soon 'b'af'ter we entered, a band of what they called mufic, ftruck
up a concert. And here again”the ‘notion of ‘the owl and the afs
ftruck me with increafed force, as peculiarly prefidmg over their
muﬁc for no other comb:natlon of founds that I know on earth
but the fcrecchmg of the one; and the brayirig of 'the other; ‘Gould
form any thmg.to ‘Fefémblé this concert, with which the aud1tory
feemed vafily pleafed; though T was obliged to betakémyfelf to flight,
in order to get relief from the torture it gave me.. The Tirks, how-
ever, as’] retreated, honoured me with a féw remarks, which as I
did not underfland, T could not precifely fe¢l ; my friend however
told me, they were to the effect that we were Frangi Dumus
(Frank Hog), and had ho more ear than that filthy animal for mufic.

Come, faid my friend, don’t be difcouraged !—But the mufic—
the mufic ! interrupted I.—Well then, faid he, the mufic, or rather the
founds were execrable to be fure ; they have at leaft ferved to efta-
blith this certainty, that there is nothing, however difcordant or

6 deteftable,
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deteflable, which habit will not reconcile us to. Doubt not, faid
he, that the beft piece of Handel or Correlli, performed by:the beft
band in Rome, would appear as ridiculous to them; as their concert
did to us. : : |

We vifited many coffee-houfes in the courfe of that day, in every
one of which we found fomething to divert or difguft us ; at length
as we entered one, my friendly guide turning to me with fatisfa&ion
in his countenance, faid * Here is fomething about to go forward
that will pleafe you better than the concert of mufic.” What is it,
faid I? A drama, returned he ; a drama, to you moft certainly of a
new and extraordinary kind ; and I doaffure you that {o zealous am
I to procure you entertainment, I would rather than a couple of
loui’s you could underftand what is going forward: your hearty
mirth and laughter, added he, are fufficient to put one in fpirits. He
then direted my attention to a fellow who was bufily employed in
eredting a ftage, which he accomplithed in a timé inﬁredibly thort,
The light of the fun was.completely exclided, and a: puppet.fhew
commenced, which gave great delight to all the audience, and, igno-
Tant 4s T was of the langudgc,'pleafed me very much.

I was aftonifhed when informed that one man only fpoke for all
the perfonages of the drama, for fo artfully did he change his tone
of voice, that'I'could have fworn there had been as many people to
{peak, as there 'werg tharacters in the piece. The images were not
atually puppets; commonly fo called, but fhadows done in the manner

of
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of ARley's Ombres Chinoifes. They were, however,* far inferior
to his in execution and management, though the dialogue and inci-
dent evidently appeared, even 'to'me, to be executed with a degree
of the vrs comica far fuperior to any I ever faw in a thing of the
kind in Furope; indeed fo perfect was the whole; that though I
knew not a word of the language, I comprehended cleatly the plan
of the piece, zgncl many of the flrokes of humour contained in the
;clialogues.-——Tlie plan was ohviouﬂy taken from a ftory which I have
read in fome of the Eaftern tales, I believe the Arabian Nights En-
tertainments, anZ it is founded on the law of the country, that a man
may repudiate his' wife twice, and take her back again; but in the
event of a third divorce, cannot retake her to his marriage-bed, un-
lefs the be previoufly married and divorced by another man. To
obviate which, hufbands who repent having 'divorced their wives a
third time, employ a man to marry them, and reftore her back again ;
and he who does this office is called a Hullah.—In the piece before
us, however, the Lady and the Hullah like each other {o well, that they
agree not to feparate; the hufband brings them both before the
Cadi to enforce a feparation ; and the {cene before the Cadi was as
fudicrous, and as keen a fatire upon thofe magiftrates as can well be
conceived, though of the low kind.

The piece was introduced with a grand nuptial proceffion, in
which the mafter difplayed the powers of his voice by uttering a
variety of the moft oppofite tones in the whole gamut of the

1 human
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human voice ; fometimes {peaking, fometimes fqueaking like a hurt
child, fometimes huzzaing as a man, a woman, or a child ; fome-
times ncighing like a horfe, and fometimes interfperfing it with other
fuch 'founds as cbm‘fnonly occur in crowds, in fuch a manner as
aftonifhed me : while the concomitant action of the images, grotefque
beyond meafure, kept up the laugh ; horfes kicking and throwing
their riders, affes biting thofe near them, and kicking thofe behind
them, who retire limping in the moft ridiculous manner ; while their
great ftanding characer in all pieces, KAra-cuuse (the fame as
our Punch}, raifed 4 general roar of obftreperous mirth even from
the Turks, with his whimfical a&ion, of which I muft fay that,
though nonfenfical, though indecent, and fometimes even difgufting;
it was on the whole the moft finithed compofition of 'low nbaldry
and fun that I ever beheld. '

When they come before the Cadi, he is feated in his divan of
juftice; but as foon as the complaint is opened and anfwered, he tifes
and comes forward between the contending parties : here he turns to
one and demands in a terrific tone what he has to fay, while the
other puts cafh in his hand behind, and in proportion as the cafh is
counted in, increafes the terror of his voice; he then peckets the
money, and again turns to the other, and demands what he has to
offer, while in like manner he receives the bribes from his adverfary
and puts it in an oppolfite pocket : this alternate application lafts 'till the
purfes of both are exhaufted, when, giving a great groan, he retires on

onec
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one fide to reckon the moncy of each from a pocket he has on either .
fide, one called plaintiff, and the other defendant; when balancing
them, he finds plaintiff better by one afper (or three-halfpence) than
defendant, and pronounces his judgment accordingly.  The defendant
appeals to the Bafhaw ; they go before him : KARA-cuuse (Punch)
however, takes the defendant afide, and in a dialogue, which my
frierid affured me was pointed, witty, and bitterly fatirical, developes
to him the whole fyftem of magiftratical injuftice, advifes him to
bribe the Bathaw, and, declaring his zeal for all young people fond
of amorous enjoyment (which he is at fome pains to enlarge upon
to the excels of indelicacy), offers him the aid -of his purfe, The
advice is followed ; the bribe is accepted ; the Cadi’s decree is re-
verfed, and himfelf difgraced, and the mob at once huftle him and
bear the Hullah home to his bride with clamours of joy. Here again
the mafter fhewed his extraordinary powers, giving not only, as before,
diftin@& and oppofite tones of voice, but huddling a number of differ-
ent founds with fuch 1kill and rapidity together, that it was fcarcely
poflible to refift the perfuafion that they were the iffue of a large and
tumultuous crowd of men and animals. With this extravagant me”
lgﬁgc the curtain dropped, and the performance ended.

Returning home we converfed together on the fubject of the
piece, which I confefs I could not get out of my head for fome time-
My friend explained to me, as well ;13 he could recollec, a great part

of the dialogue, and aflured me, that the freedom of fpeech of Mon=
ficur



fieur KARA-GHUSE had from time to time created a great deal of un-
ealinefs, not only to private offending individuals, but to the magi-
ftracy itfelf—that no offender, however intrenched behind power,
or enfhrined in rank, could elcape him-—that Bathaws, Cadi’s,
nay the Janiflaries themfelves, were often made the fport of his fury ;
that he was not more reftrained in the effufions of obfcenity which
he uttered, than in his fatire; that he was always well received and ap- -
plauded, even venerated (as we venerate the liberty of the prefs) asa
bold teller of truth, who with little mifchief does a great deal of good,
and often roufes the lethargic public mind toa fenfe of public dangers
and injuries. He added, that in fome cafes the Magiftrate had been
obliged to interfere ; and the Bathaw himfelf was ferioufly called
upon at times to ftop the licentious tongue of this champion of Free-
dom, KARA-GHUSE,

“ Well then,” faid I, “ it appearsupon the whole that Monfieur
KARA-GHUSE is a very great blackguard, but a very witty, and a
very honeft one.”

“ You have juft hit it,” faid he 3 and if Mafter Kara-ghufe was
to take fuch liberties in France, Spain, Portugal, or Germany, all
his wit and honefty would not fave him from punithment. In
England you do not want him ; every man there is a KARA-GHUSE,
and every new{paper a puppet-thew.

« And yet,” returned I, “we complain fadly of want of liberty "
“ That is natural,” returned my fagacious Frenchman, ¢ perfe&ly
K natural.



( 74 )7

natural.  Liberty is like money ; the more we have of it, the more
covetous we grow.”’

« Very true, Monficur,” faid I, pleafed with his compliment to
our happy Conflitution, and to clinch his obfervation, gave a Latin
quotation, which when a child I got out of Lilly’s Grammar,
¢ Crefcit amor nummi, quantum ipfa pecunia crefcit;” and then
changing nummus for libertas, ¢ Crefcit amor libertatis, quantum
ipfa libertas crefeit.” -

% *Tis very well, Monficur,” faid he; “ and to carry on your
allufion, may we not fay, that they who do not know when they
have enough, are as dangeroufly wrong in the one cafe, as thofe who
fay we have too much, are in the other? The Englifh complaining of
the want of liberty, reminds me of the coffee-houfe orator’s ftory of
Caflem, who, wallowing in wealth, loft it all in the wild purfuit of
more.—] hope however that they never will, like him, lofe their

ftock in vain endeavours to jincreafe it.”’

LB R g XXX

Wiie 1 was, in the manner I have already men-
tioned, endeavouring to pafs away the time as cheerfully as poflible,
till a caravan was formed, or Company’s difpatches were coming
over land, of which I might avail myfelf; I found my fituation in the

houfe
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houfe of Mr. =———— growing extremely critical. - That gentlethan,
of whofe good fenfe, and truly excellent difpofition, I had too mani<
fold proofs to call them in queftion, had, though fallén into thevale
of 'years, married his Lady at a very tenderage. She was then young,
beautiful, full of fenfibility, and gifted with {fuch natural endowments
both of mind and perfon, accompanied with all thofe accomplithments
which helped to drefs them to advantage, that fhe might well be ac-
quitted of vanity, even though fancy fuggefted toher (he was fit to grace
and confer happinefs on a younger bed; while refle@ion on the obvious
difparity of the match (which the cool temper of faticty poflibly
fuggefted to him) might perhaps have alarmed his mind to  circum-
ftances of probable danger, that, before wedlock, were all hid behind
the deceptive veil of paflion. Whether thefe were the private fenti-
ments that influenced both or either of them, I cannot prefume to
determine, though I think it probable: for I was not long in the
houfe till I plainly perceived they were on a very bad footing with each
other, and in fhort that difagreement was become habitual to them,
At firft, “that is to fay, for a few days after my becoming an inmate
of their houfe, decency enforced concealment, and the ebullitions
of peevithnefs were ftifled by the dictates of prudence: but the
animofities of the connubial ftate are thofe which of all others are
the moft impatient under controul ; and as time, by producing fa~
miliarity, relaxed reftraint, the pent-up paflions began to force their
way, and open bikering took place in my prefence.

K2 It
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It is but barely doing juftice to myfelf to fay, that I felt the moft
poignant concern at feeing a couple, each o perfe@ly amiable in all
other refpeds, blafting the hours that fhould be given to harmony
and love, in jarring, reproach, and recrimination ; and I would have
given all [ was worth that I had never had occafion to eftéem them
fo much, or that I could give them that peace which feemed to
have flown them for ever. Fain would I caft a veil over the whole
tranfalion ; fain would I bury it, even from myfelf, in oblivion :
but it has been made by my enemies the fubje& of triumphant flander ;
and to do juftice to myfelf, and difclaim the extent of guilt which they
would impute to me, I am relu&tantly obliged to avow the fhare I
had, and declare how the matter really ftood. I muft fpeak the
truth, and hope you will not conceive that I defignedly lean too
heavily upon any one, to eafe myfelf of my fhare of the load.

Whatever domeftic uneafinefs may fubfift between a married pair,
the man, if prudent, will endeavour toconcealit; and the woman,
if truly virtuous, will take care to do fo: fhould great difparity of
age (as in the prefent inftance) be the cafe, the Lady is more parti-
cularly bound to conceal any uneafinefs, left it thould be attributed
to that caufe which people are in fuch cafes too prone to fufped,
diflike to her hufband ; and before young men, above all, the thould
be moft exemplary, as fhe muft well know that their natural vanity,
combined with the leading idea of her averfion and infidelity to her
hufband, fuggeft ideas to them from whence their warm imaginations

draw
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draw inferences of a nature too pleafing to be parted with, and too
probable not to be putin pracice, or at leaft attempted. Here then
a woman at once lays herfelf fairly open to the affaults of illicit
love. I think it will not be denied, that the woman who promulgates
the difagreements between her and her hufband, particularly if fhe
fuffers a young man to be privy to it, is either extremely ignorant,
or intentionally vicious, or both,

That the Lady I allude to may in fome refpect be acquitted of
this imputation, I muft tell you, that fhe was only eighteen years
of age; her tender, inexperienced mind had not yet arrived to that
maturity which gives found judgment ; and though of good natural
talents, highly cultivated (for fhe fpoke fluently Englith, French,
Italian, Arabic, Perfian, and the Greek and Turkifh languages), the
yet was fimple, innocent, uninformed in the ways of the world,
and incapable of reafoning from caufes up to confequences. But
unfortunately that fimplicity is attended with as much mifchief,
though not guilt, as the wilful mifconduct of the more experienced ;
it has the fame baleful effe@s with the hearers, infpires the fame
confidence, emboldens with the fame hopes, and leads to the fame
pernicious praltices.

I have already mentioned, and will now remind you, that I was
then young. Perhaps it was owing to a congeniality pointed out by
our age, perhaps to a compaflionate politenefs amounting to tender-

nefs, which I always difclofed on thofe unhappy occafions, joined

4 perhaps
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perhaps to the ardent look of yoﬁth kindled by the imaginations to
which this imprudent conduct infenﬁbly gave birth,' that the Lady
thought proper to take the very hazardous ftep of making a confi-
dant-of a young man and a foldier—and revealing to me the whole
tale of her grievances, with a pathetic eloquence, that would have
made an impreflion upon a much lefs fufceptible hea;'i than mine.
I declare it moft folemnly, that though this extraordinary mark of
confidence and efteem communicated to my heart ftrong fenfations
of unjuftifiable pleafure ; I fo far got the better of myfelf at firft, as
to receive the whole with the fame a_pp_eamnée of tranquillity, as if
I had been only a confidential female friend. I pitied, it is true ;—I
exprefled my pity ;—I advifed, not treacheroufly but faithfuliy ;—I faid
fuch things as occurred to me to be moft ‘likely to afluage and extin- -
guifh the flame of difcord, and lead to an amicable adjuftment ; and I
parted for that time with her to go to a felf-approving pillow, where,
while my fancy was inflamed and tickled by the flattering mark of
regard thewn me by fo all-accomplithed a perfoh, I had the foothing
delightful confcioufnefs of having, as far as I was able, done my duty,
and efcaped the corroding refle@ion of having violated the rights of
hofpitality.

Not an opportunity however afterwards offered, that the fame
unhappy point was not the fubje& of difcuflion, and unfortunately
thofe opportunities but too frequently occurred ; till at length we
began to feel that they were the {fweeteft minutes of our lives, and
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were fought for with induflrious avidity by both of us. No human
refolution was fuflicient to withftand fuch an unlucky concurrence
of circumftances: from lamenting the grievances, we wifhed to re-
move them, from withing we proceeded to confider the means, and
. when we had got that length, the flight was not far to the extreme end
—the execution of it. My paffions hurried me before them, my ex-
preflions grew gradually more and more unguarded, our converlation
became more interefting and warm ; and though' I felt and firuggled
to be guided by the firict principles of honour, and formed a thou~
fand refolutions not to tranfgrefs the laws of hofpitality, by injuring
the man who had treated me with fuch kindnefs, the firuggle became
too fevere for me—the defire of pleafing a lovely woman, who had
repofed fuch unbounded confidence in me, and who feemed to ex+
peét and require of me to alleviate her mifery, at length bore down
~ all the oppolfitions fuggefted by reafon and principle, and' I agreed to
become the inftrument of her removal from this unhappy fituation.
We fell—but not intirely. There is one length to which no earthly
confideration—no allurement however dazzling could tempt me—it is
now the moft cordial confolation to: my mind ; I never fuffered
myfelf to think of trefpafling on the decorum of his houfe, nor did
we in any fingle inftance carry our intercourfe to a direct violation‘of
his bed. Though the tranfports of youthful paffion hurried us into
converfations and refle@tions on the fubje& of her determination to

be feparated from her hufband, yet that paffion was of too delicate
a kind



( 80 )

a kind to fink into the brutal fordid indulgence of dithonourable
flolen embraces. She withed for that feparation, rather as a fubter-
fuge from inceflant diurnal mifery, than as a prelude to any vicious
or illicit enjoyment ; and we looked with pleafure to the event, but
we looked no further.

It is thus that, in the down-hill path of vice, we are hurried on
ftep by ftep, fondly imagining that each fucceflive obje, which
bounds our fight, will ftop our headlong career ; while alas ! every
flep we advance gives additional rapidity to our defcent: like the
centripetal force of a projeQile, our pace increafes with uniformly
accelerated motion—till difdaining all controul, and breaking down
every impediment that reafon, morality, or honour throw in the way
to refcue us or retard our ruin, we precipitate unexpeCledly into the
laft gulph of vice and infamy.

Fortunately, however, an accident intervened in the prefent cafe,
which arrefted our progrefs down this hideous defcent, and referved
us both I hope to convi@ion of our folly, and repentance of our
error. And I have the confolation to refle&, that out of {fuch a hoft
of dangers and temptations as I was befet with, I have efcaped
without the actual perpetration of a deed, which would, had it hap-
pened, in all probability have embittered my life.

While we hugged ourfelves in the fecurity and fecrecy of ex-
prefling our genuine fentiments, her hufband difcovered our withes,
and all at once took the neceffary meafures for preventing them, S0

that,
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that, overwhelmed with grief #ind thame, 1 diredtly' formed tlie
refolution to leave Aleppo, and proceed in the beft manner I could
on my deftination.

Thus you fee, my ‘dear Frederick, was your father, by failing to
refift’ the firlt imipreffions of an unlawful and difhonourable paffion,
infenfibly led to the very brink of a precipice, the bare remembrance
of which now tnakes himt fhudder with horror. The ftory, by means
unneceflary for me to mention, took wind. The folly of fome, the
malice of others, and the unaccountable propenfity to falfehood of
more, trumpeted it about with many exaggerations to ‘rny injury, and
I was held up as the deliberate feducer of innocence : but the whole
tranfaction is exadly as I have flated it 5 and the difagreements pre-
vious to my artival at Aleppo, which, in telling the ftory, they pur-
pofely left out, were of fuch public notoriety, that every European,
even the Conful himfelf, was fully acquainted with them. This is
the c‘bnfequence of a deviation from the ftrick rule of right. Treafure
it up in your mind, my child, never to be forgotten; and let it
operate as a caution to you, how you entangle yourfelf in the fnares
of women : recolleét that my efcape was fingularly fortunate, and
the mere effe@ of accident ; and Hatter not yourfelf, that becaufe acci-
dent ferved in one cafe, it will in another. Providence has, for the
wileft of purpofes, implanted in our nature a fondnefs for the fiir
fex; and fo long as it is ufed prudently and virtuoully, it conftitutes
the firft happinefs of life; but if on the contrary, it flimulates us to

L excels,



{ 82 )

excefs, impgls to injure our fellow-creature, or break in upon the re-
pofe of a family; it is our reproach, our fhame, our curfe, and very
frequently our utter and irremediable ruin ; add to this, that there is
in the general character of women; a capricioufnefs, a levity, and a
vanity, under the influence of which they fport with men, only to dif-
play their power, and evince the force of their charms, which makes
the cultivation of their good graces in any way hazardous. To adopt
the idea of an old epigram—-¢ There is no living with them, nor
without them.”,

As your happinefs, my dear boy, is the firft object of my life,
niy efforts fhall be turned to the guiding of your greener years from
any premature impreffions ; and when reafon and matured age fit you
for the cultivation and enjoyment of female fociety, be it mine to direct
your fleps away from that clafs, who think rank a fufficient fan&ion
for vice, who flare in all the bronze of ariftocratic affurance, under a
load of obloquy, beneath which the pooreft peafant’s wife would fink;
who think that wealth and rank confer a right to commit excefles
that would degrade the meaneft of the canaille ; and felicitate them-
felves with the refletion, that, under the prote@ion of family or an
infamous hufband, they may indulge in enormities, for which the
loweft of their fex are beating hemp in Bridewell, |

\
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r].-Tmf: difcovery to which I alluded in my laft letter, fur-
prifed and grieved me very much ; and indeed it aftonifhed me the
ﬁllore, from the manner in which it was communicated.

One day I rece'ived a polife meflage from the Britith Conful,
faying, he wifhed to fpeak to me as foon as poflible, upon a bufinefs
of great confequence. I thought at firft, that it might be fome plan
for my proceeding on my journey—perhaps Company’s difpatches
that had arrived to go‘ over land ; and at intervals, fomething like
apprehenfions of the true motive of his fending for me flew acrofs my
mind. I however went to him, when, after fome little introductory
converfation, he told me, that m‘y hoft Mr, had been with

him that morning, laying before him a complaint of a moft extraor-

dinary and ferious nature, of which, as it immediately concerned me,
he thought himfelf bound to inform me, in order that I might either
contradi&t fo grofs a calumny if it were untrue, ¢r find means to

avoid the obvioully neceffary refult if founded in fadt.

He then proceeded to relate to me, that Mr. had informed

him of a confpiracy having been meditated againft his peace and
hcmom', between his wife and the Englith gentleman whom he had

[ entertained
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entertained in his houfe; that their plan was nothing lefs than an
elopement, and that he did not know how foon it might be carried
into execution, if not timely prevented; and finally, that he had
demanded the afliftance of the Conful and his intereft with the
Turkifh magiftrate to prevent it, by granting him an armed force for

the proteftion of his houfe.
1 was much furprifed to find that converfations fo very guarded as

ours were difcovered, and more {o that the aggrieved perfon did not
think proper to fpeak to mylelf, and charge me in perfon with the
offence ; never refleting the while, that all my ideas were military,
and his merely commercial : I was alfo much at a Tofs to conje&ﬁrc
how he came to make the difcovery—but this I found afterwards he
owed to a female fervant, who had been improvidently, intrufted by
her miftrefs with the f{ecret,

Finding, however, that by whatever means he became acquainted
with the affair, it was a certain fa& that he was apprifed of it, I
diretly acknowledged the whole truth with the utmoft candour to
the Conful ; told him the affair flep by ftep as it arofe, affuring him
(which I really thought to be the cafe) that pity for the Lady’s deplo-
rable ﬁtliation made me liften to fuch a mealure ; and that unlawful
| paffion had fo little to do with it, that in all our private conferences
we had never tranfgrefled the limits of purity ; and that her perfon
was, at leaft refpecting me, and I firmly believed all mankind, fpot-
lefs and inviolate. I adﬂcd, that great allowances were to be made for

6 : a young
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a young creature barely eighteen yea;s of age, configned by the
wickednefls of avaricious parents to the embraces of a man of fixty-
five; who, amiable and worthy though he was, in focial intercoutfe
with the world (which I knew him to be), was yet in the moft indif-
penfable point of connubial felicity fo utterly defe@ive, as neceflarily
to create difguft and abhorrence in a youthful mind. I remarked to
him, that, in the forming of laws, it as plainly appeared on their face,
who made them amongft the Englifh, as it does onthe face of the Gen-
too laws, that they were made by the Bramins: for, as by the latter the
penalty of a few puns* of couries (not value a fhilling’ is annexed to
the perpetration of a crime, for which thofe of another clafs lofe their
lives; fo, among us, it appears that our laws are made by the aged,
~ the decrepid, the fenfual, and the rich. Elfe it could never happen
that there were in the fame code, laws to punith marriage between
the young and vigorous, and enable the brutality of a parent to take
its ‘full fcope, and confign, asin the prefent inftance, youth, beauty,
health, and every perfonal attraétion, to the arms of age; infirmity, and
impotence. ~And I concluded by faying, that all parties aiding in fuch
an unnatural confederacy: fhould be punifhed,

The Conful fairly acknowledged there was too much truth in

what I had faid ; but remarked withal, that it was rather a hazardous

* Couries, a kind of fmall fhells ufed in India, as a circulating medium in place
of coin, in value much below the fmalleft copper coin—a Pun is a certain number
of them. '

experiment,,
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experiment, and he was fure it would be' an endlefs ‘e,  to eorrect
all the abufes to which the fallibility of man, and his incompetency
to form any thing perfe@, neceflarily left focicty and their laws liable
—that the law was written, and it was the duty of every individual to
obey it--and that in cafes of adultery, the offence could be juftified
on’ no-folid grounds whatever, for, independent of the feelings of the
hafband, which perhaps were more poignant in old age than youth,
the injury to his family was not to be got over, in probably giving to
himr an' heir no way a-kin to him. * It would be right I think,”
faid he, * to ftop fuch difproportionate matches j yet, once made, they
thould be as religioufly obferved inviolate as thofe of love, among’
which we almoft as frequently, as in thofe of compulfion, fee inftances
of infidelity. - If you doubt this,” faid he, “ read the records of
Dodtors” Commons.” :

-1 1 agreed to the juftice of what he faid, at the fame time aflured
him, that my intentions went no farther than withing the Lady to
be refcued from her thraldom, which I told him was dreadful.—
¢ I am fure,” faid the Conful, * that Mr. Campbell thinks fo, becaufe
I am convinced he would not otherwife fay fo. But may not,” faid
he, fmiling, “.may not Mr. C. have deccived himfelf ? thefe are
things in which the paflions are firangely apt to hoodwink the
underftanding.  However,” continued he, breaking off pleafantly,
« T muft give %ou all the comfort that truth will allow me to do: I

am fure that the poor Lady is condemned to great wretchednefs ;

 }
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partly from my own obfervation, partly from public report, and
partly from her own mouth : for you muft know fhe has feveral
times complained to me of her hufband’s peevithnefs and tyranny ;

and even befought me to ufe my influence and authority to relieve

her from her mifery. Mr. ,” continued he, “is a man
whom on all other accounts I efleem, and value highly.” In this
inftance he has erred, and I cannot pity him, even though he fuffers
all the torments of jealoufy: and as there are laws for punifhing
with death premature intercourfe with the fex, I ‘cannot fee, any more
than you, why the facrificing youth to extreme old age fhould not
be equally punifhed, for I am fure it is equally unnatural, and @il
more injurious to a State, Thefe are my fentiments,” ‘cotitinued
ke; * but let not this declaration induce you to think that T the lefs
difapprove of your: intermeddling. You have allowed me the’
privilege of a friend, and I will not fuffer it to be made an empty"
one. - You were more culpablé than many’ young men ‘would be;
firfk, becaufe you are married, and fhould, upon the common prin=
ciple of doing as you would be done by, have refrained ; 'and next,
becaufe you were enjoying the fwects of hofpitality in his houfe, and
fhould have dafhed from his lips, Tather than held to them, the deepeft -
cup of bitternefs.” h | _ = -
“ But, my deay fir,” faid I, ““1-do not attempt to juftify—1T only
endeavour to mitigate, the matter, and you will recolle@ that the very
Circumftance which in on¢ point of view aggravates,-in ‘another -

alleviates
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alleviates the fault: the living in his houfe afforded thofe interviews,
and expofed me to thofe temptations under which I was near finking
——1J fhould never have fought them: but he muft be more or lefs than
‘man, that could have refifted themy and though I: have a high {enfe
of Mr, anfu_l-’s ftrit honour and virtue, as well as prudence, he
muft excufe me; though I doubt whether he cotild himfelf have
refifted foilong and fo-efletually as I didi ' I am furethere are many
who will eendure,, that could not.” : ST

/The Conful {miled, and, turning the difcourfe from its dire line,”
Qbferyed, that it was abfolutely neceffary T thould defift; elfe he would
be obliged to-ufe his influence and power to proteét Mr. ety

.- In anfwer to this, I gave him my honour in the firft place, that I
would proceed no farther in the bufinefs ; -and that, on the contrary, 1
was determined to-fet out upon niy journey to India dire@lyy: if
means could-be contrived for my conveyande 5 adding, that I'fhould
confider it as a great favoury in addition’ to thofe I had already
received at his hands; if he would conttive fome means to fet me |
forward in my route.

To this he an{wered, that as the making up of a caravan would
be extravagantly expenfive, he knew no means that were not attended
with certain hardfhip and eventual danger ; but finding ‘me detet~ "
mined at almoft any danger or hazard'to fet off; he propofed to fend
for a man who knew every refource in that way, and when he came
would talk farther on the bufinefs ;iand in the mean'time, recom-

mended
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mended great circumipedtion to' me while I continued at Mr.

’s houfe, to which I very folemnly pledged my word.

Being now confirained by every confideration, as well of prudence
and decency as of inclination, to leave Aleppo immediately : T deter-
mined that no common impediments fhould ftop me, and waited
with impatience the arrival of the perfon on whom the Conful refted

“his hopes of difpatching me.

He came in the evening, and after a conference with the Conful,
he introduced him to me, and acquainted me that he was a Tartar,
and one of the vaft number of that defcription who are employed
by the Turkith State in carrying difpatches from Court to the various
Viceroys and Bathaws, and interchangably between them again ;
that they were men on whofe fidelity the utmoft reliance could be
had; and that this man, who had an excellent character, had
agreed to take me to Bagdad, provided I would fubmit to the dif-
guife of a Tartar. '

The agreement between us I entirely fubmitted to the difcretion
of the Conful, who had the goodnefs to fetlt]e it thus : —The Tartar
was to deliver me fafe at Bagdad ; to fupply me and my fervant, who
a&ed as interpreter, with an ample [ufficiency of provifions and horfes
on the road; to exchange my horle for me as often as I pleafed,
and to go at fuch rate, whether fafter or flower, as I thought proper:
for this he was to receive one hundred pounds ; and I further pro-

mifed, as an encouragement to him, that if he ated to my fatisfac-
M tion,
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tion, I would, on our arrival at Bagdad, add a douceur of twenty
pounds.

The next day he came, and I had a diftin& view of this my new
fellow traveller and {uppofed mafter, for in feveral places I was to
pafs for his flave. He was one of thofe firiking charaéfer figures
that a painter would like to take a fketch of —and methought Tartar
was written legibly in every lineament of his countenance and
perfon,—He was tall, mufcular and bony—his figure befpoke great
hardihood, trength and a&ivity—nor could the trowfers which he
wore conceal the Herculean texture of his limbs—his fhoulders were
expanded to an enormous breadth—he was unincumbered with
fleth, or indeed rather extremely lean—his forehead, though partly
concealed beneath his turban, was very high—his nofe large, hooked,
fharp, and prominent—a pair of fmall, fierce, black, penetrating eyes,
barely feparated by the nofe, and a formidable pair of muftachios,
which he carefully flecked with pomatum into a point refembling an
awl-blade, and which moved like the whifkers of a purring cat, with
every word he fpoke, gave a whimfical ferocity to the countenance,
beyond the reach of defcription, and rendered him altogether as dif-
couraging a confidential friend, as ever a Chriftian trufted his life to
fince Mahomet firft fet up the trade of a prophet. He furveyed me
with great attention—opened his mouth two or three times like a
gafping pike, asif to fpeak—ftroaked his whifkers as often—and at
lafk pronounced that he would undertake to condu@ me ; adding, in

allufion
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allufion to my black hair and dark complexion, that I looked more
like a native, than any Frank he had ever feen, He ordered me to
cut my hair quite thort, to provide myfelf with a Tartar drefs and
cap, in the fathion of his own; and faying he would call on me in
proper time, departed.

Thus equipped, we fet out, not without great pain and regret
on my part ; pain at leaving a moft beautiful young woman, whom
I pitied and efteemed, fubject to the refentment of a hufband, at once
jealous from nature, peevifh from habit, and enraged from her open
and unequivocal demonttrations of hatred ; and regret at having been
betrayed by fituation into fuch a very ferious dilemma,

After my departure from Aleppo, this affair was reprefented in a
variety of unfavourable lights to the different new comers from Eng-
land; and as a ftory is that commodity which of all others honeft
people do not love to fteal any thing from, in its paflage through
their hands, it found its way in various forms (none of them how-
ever tending to foften it) to many of my friends and conne&ions,
thofe from whom of all others I wifhed to conceal it. Labouring under
fuch calumnies, it eannot be confidered as a violation of decorum,
or unneceffary infraction upon delicacy, if T ftate the truth, in order,
though I cannot acquit myfelf of cenfurable condu@, at leaft not
filently to fubmit to unlimited calumny, and charges of crimes which
T hope I have too much honour and integrity to commit.

I muft add, that previous to my departure the Conful did every

M 2 thing
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thing that it was poflible for him to do, conducive to my fafety and
accommodation on the road, which as we were obliged to go to the
city of Diarbeker; a great length out of our way, he obferved would
be long, dreary, fatiguing, and hazardous; he procured me from
others, and gave me himfelf, a number of letters, and at parting de-
fired me to comfort myfelf with the refle&tion, that when I arrived
at my journey’s end, I fhould have to boaft, that I went to India by

a route never travelled by any European before.

LETTER . XXXVII

T ——

A's 1 became familiarifed to my Tartar guide, I found
his chara&er difclofe much better traits than his firft appearance be-
fpoke, and I began infenfibly to think him a very entertaining fellow :
perceiving that I was very low fpirited and thoughtful, he exhibited
manifeft. marks of compaflion ; and taking itinto his head that I was
actually removed for ever from my friends and my family, he fpoke in
a ftyle of regret and feeling, that did great honour to his heart : and to
fay the truth, he did every thing in his power to alleviate my feelings,
converfing with me, either by means of the interpreter, or in broken,

lingua
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lingua franca; fupplying all my wants cheerfully and abundantly ;
changing horfes with me as often as I pleafed, and going flow or gal-
loping forward juft as beft fuited my inclination or humour.

The firflt obje& he feemed to have in view on our journey, was

to imprels me with a notion of his confequence and authority, as a

" meflenger belonging to the Sultan.  As all thofe men are employed

by the firflt magiftrates in the country, and are, as it were, the links
of communication between them, they think themfelves of great
importance in the State; while the great men whofe bufinefs they
are employed in, make them feel the weight of authority, and treat
them with the greateft contempt : hence they become habitually fex-
vile to their fuperiors, and by natural confequence infolent and over-
bearing to their inferiors, or thofe who being in their power they
conceive to be fo. As carriers of difpatches, their power and au-
thority wherever they go is in fome paints undifputed ; and they
can compel a fupply of provifions, horfes, and attendants, where-
ever it fuits their occafions; nor dare any man refift their right to
take the horfe from under him to proceed on the Emperor’s bufinefs,
be the owner’s occafion ever fo prefling.

My feclings, which I can tell you were altogether of the moft
unpleafant kind, ferved as a ftimulus to my mind, and increaled my
anxiety to get forward ; I therefore puthed on as faft as the horfes,
which were in general excellent, could carry me: and as we halted
at a number of ftages to get freth horfes and provifions, my Tartar

guide
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guide had frequent opportunities of indulging his felf-importance, and
difplaying his great authority and power. As {oon as he ftopped at a
caravanfera, he immediately called luftily about him in the name of
the Sultan, demanding with an imperious and menacing tone of voice,
frefh horfes, viGuals, &c,‘ on the inftant, The terror of this great
man operated like magic ; nothing could exceed the adivity of the
men, the brifknefs of the women, and the terror of the children ;
for the caravanferas are continually attended by numbers of the very
loweft clafles of the people; but no quicknefs of preparation, no
effort or induftry could fatisfy my gentleman ; he would thew me his
power in a ftill more firiking point of view, and fall belabouring
them with his whip, and kicking them with all his might. I muft

confe(s I was much hurt at this extravagant abufe of upftart power,
and was two or three times on the point of interfering ; but fortu-
nately, recolle€ted that it would neither be in charater, nor have any
good effect, and that if I prefumed to {peak, my guide would be
obliged in my defence to give me a flogging in order to prevent
fufpicion.

This inconfiderate tyranny and cruelty, I had afterwards reafon to
believe, was by no means a part of his natural difpofition; but
vanity, to which fo many among us in Europe fa]l vi@ims, urged
him to excefles, which I dare fay his heart privately condemned.

It was on the fifth or fixth day (I cannot precifely fay which)
after our leaving Aleppo, that we got to the city of Diarbeker, the
capital of the province of that name, having pafled over an extent of

1 country
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country of between three and four hundred miles, moft of it blefled
with the greateft fertility, producing, in the few cultivated parts,
grain, fruits of various kinds, and filk in great variety and abun-
dance, and abounding with as rich paftures as I ever beheld, covered
with numerous herds and flocks. The air was charmingly temperate
in the day-time, but, to my feeling, extremely cold at night.

Yet notwithftanding the extreme fertility of this country, the
bad adminiftration of government, confpiring with the indolence
of the inhabitants, leaves it unpopulous and uncultivated. Diarbeker,
proper, called alfo Mefopotamia, from its lying between the two
famous rivers Tigris and Euphrates, and by Mofes called PApan
ARraM, that is to fay—* The fruitful Syria;” abounds with corn,
wine, oil, fruits, and all the neceflaries of life. Tt is fuppofed to be
the feat of the Farthly Paradife, and all Geographers agree that it
was there the defcendants of Noah firft fettled after the flood.

Infignificant as thofe circumftances may appear to mere calculators
of profit and lofs, it cannot be denied that they have a powerful and
pleafing effe@ on the refined imagination. To be treading that
ground where Abraham trod ; where Nahor the father of Rebecca
lived ; and where Laban, to whom  Jacob fled to avoid his brother
Efaw’s refentment, and whom he ferved fourteen years for the love
he bore to Rachel, was to me a circumftance produdive of delight-
ful fenfations. How finely has that Giant of the Pen, Jolinfon, jufti-
fied thofe fenfations in his Tour to the Highlands of Scotland and

Weflern
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Weflern Iflands ;—defcribing his emotions on vifiting the famous
Ifland of Iona, or Colombkill, he fays—*“ We were now treading
¢ that illuflrious Hland which was once the luminary of the Caledo-
“ nian regions, whence favage clans and roving barbarians derived
“ the benefits of knowledge, and bleflings of religion. To abftract
“ the mind from all local emotion, would be impoflible if it were
« endeavoured, and would be foolifh if it were poflible. Whatever
« withdraws us from the power of our fenfes—whatever makes the
« paft, the diftant, or the future, predominate over the prefent, ad-
¢ yances us in the dignity of thinking beings. Far from me, and
« from my friends, be fuch frigid philofophy, as may condué us in-
« different and unmoved over any ground which has been dignified
« by wifdom, bravery, or virtue !—that man is little to be envied
“ whofe patriotifm would not gain force upon the Plain of Marathon,
« or whole piety would not grow warmer among the ruins of
“ Jona.”

The city of Diarbeker itfelf is fituated in a delightful plain on
the banks of the river Tigris, and nearly at its head; it is one of
the richeft, moft trading, ftrong, and populous cities in Afiatic
Turkey; and is adorned with many piazzas and market places in
the Turkifth ftyle, and a large magnificent Mofque, formerly a
Chriftian church; for Chriftianity flourithed over this country fo
late as the fixth century. There is even now a fe&, whofe Patriarch
ftill refides here: and they fhew on the road near the town, a chapel

where
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where - the holy man Job is faid to be buried. - This city is fupplied
amply with water by a canal cutfrom the Tigris; and has many
caravanferas on both fides of the river.

Few countries in the world exceed that about this city for natural
richnefs and beauty :—the bread and wine are excellent—the fruit
beyond conception delicious—and my friend tl:c Tartar took care,
under pretence of fupercilious bauteur, to tear in pieces a couple of
fowls, and hand to me now a leg, now a wing, till I'made the moft
delicious repaft I ever remember to have eat in my life.

It is computed that there are refident in this city no lefs than
twenty thoufand Chriftian inhabitants, fome of whom are of the
Church of Rome;—and perhaps it is owing to that mixture, that the
fair {fex have more freedom, and the men more politenefs and affa-
bility, than thofe of any other city in the empire : —the chief bufi-
nefs there, is making that fine leather commonly called Turkey
leather.

Figure to yourfelf, my dear FREDERICK, my Tartar guide, who
was an admirable actor, fitting at a caravanfera in ftate at his dinner,
~ devouring excellent fowls, choice pillaws, and delicious fruit, in
as great pemp as a Bafthaw ; and in order to keep up the femblance
of authority over me, to favour my difguife, handing to me, who
fat at humble diftance, a part of his provifions.—You may form to
yourfelf an idea of the {cene ; but all.the efforts of imagination muft
fall fhort of the manner, the figure, the words, the looks, and the

N aGions
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a&ions of the Tartar ; fometimes affe@ing contemptuous pity, fome-
times fupercilious arrogance ; fometimes brutal fternnefs, and fome-
times the gentle blandithments of confcious fuperiority ; and all in
fuch a mafterly ftyle of performance, that I doubt whether Garrick
himfelf, with all his powers of countenance, could outdo him.
Critical though my fituation was, and much as [ was harafled with
the corrofions of mental pain, the extravagant a&ion and ludicrous
pompofity of this man frequently overbore my prudence, and com-
pelled me to laugh incontinently and loudly ;—on all fuch occafions
he would put his hands a-kimbo, draw up his eye-brows to his tur-
ban, fcrew down the corners of his mouth in the moft .rueful
manner, and give a loud whew ! with his eyes fixed in a ftare at me,
till entirely overcorae with laughter, and ready to fink under it, I
clapped my face between my hands, and, as well as I could, bowed
in token of forrow and fubmiffion ; when threatening me vehemently,
and at the fame time uttering a lamentable expreffion of doubt that
he was afraid he had had an idiot impofed on him, he would buftle
about, direét the horfes to be got ready, and order me to get on
horfeback, with many denunciations of fevere treatment, and a thou-
fand flourifhes of his whip over my head.

As I have rode along mufing upon the contemptible ftratagems
to which I was reduced, in order to get through this country, for
no other reafon but becaufe I was a Chriftian, I could not help re-
flecting with forrow on the melancholy effects of fuperftition, and

regretting
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regretting that that place, which in the times of primitive fimplicity
was called the Terreftrial Paradife ; that place where Gop firft
planted Man after the Flood; where the god-like Abraham and
the holy Job breathed the pufe air of piety and fimplicity ; that
place which from all thofe circumftances ought to be confidered above
all others as the univerfal inheritance of mankind, fhould now be
cut off from all but a horde of fenfelefs bigots, barbarous fanatics,
and inflexible tyrants. And I could not help confidering with
melancholy concern, the blindnefs and infatuation of men, who,
lefs earnelt to accommodate themfelves than injure others, fhut
out their fellow-creatures from that which they themfelves will
not ufe, and, while they fuffer millions of the richeft acres in the
univerfe to be untilled, and fpend their fiveetnefs in the defert air,
with wicked jealoufy, and envy more than diabolical, begrudge to
others the little*pot on which they ftand, and chafe them as they

would a ravening tiger from their country,

N 2 LETTER
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L ET.TER, XXXVIE

As we advanced towards the fouthward and eafiward, in
our way from Diarbeker towards Bagdad, I found the air became fen-
fibly warmer, and obferved that the difpofition of the people grew
more and more brutal. My guide’s condu& (for he knew.them
well) became proportionately artful, and my manners were of courfe
to grow fo much the humbler. I obferved, however, that his authority
continued the fame, and that he feemed to exert it with greater rigour ;
not in feverity or chaftifement, but in exaling implicit obedience.
Yet ftill he evidently aGed with great caution and circumfpection;
for, in fome diftricts, he either avoided the little villages by a circui-
tous route, or dafhed through them at a very quick pace, while the
gaping multitude confidered us as on a difpatch of hafte and import-
ance—in others, he entered the towns without referve, and left it to
chance to decide whether we fhould be difcovered or not. At fome
caravanferas he treated me with affeCted negligence, at others he
made me eat with him and drink wine, of which, in fome places,
he himfelf drank copioufly, and at others as fcrupuloufly refrained

from.



¢ 101 )

from. = And fometimes we lay at night out in the open air, rather
than enter a town ; on which occafions I found the weather as
piercing cold as it was diftrefsfully hot in the day time. Bred, as
the man was, a mixture of {lave and tyrant, I can fuppofe fome parts
of this conduct to arife from caprice ; but as he was naturally kind,
as many of thofe aberrations from the ufual mode of travelling were
attended with hardfhip and inconvenience to himfelf, and as my
{ervant and the other Tartar were clearly of opinion he was right,
I am rather difpofed to believe that he, on the whole, acted from
principles of found fenfe and policy.

He frequently advifed me againft indulging in laughter; faid it
was unmanly, indecorous, inconfiftent with the gravity becoming a
wife man, and withal dangerous. :

One evening we came to a caravanfera much fatigued, the day
being extremely hot, and we having rode very hard —whether it was
caprice or fatigue, or the fuggeftion of policy that moved him, I
cannot fay, but he certainly was more difpofed to play the tyrant than I
had ever before feen him. He flogged the men who took the horfes,
kicked every one he met, made the houfe ring with his enormous
voice ; dire€ted fupper to be got ready, ate growling, and finding
fault with every thing ; and under pretence of difliking the ingre-
dients of an excellent pillaw, handed it over to me, faying, Here,.
Jimmel (the name he called me), here, take this filth, and cram' it

down thy coarfe threat, it is only fit for a Frank—I took it with the
beft
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beft air of humility I could affume ; and tearing the meat with my
fingers, which I alfo ufed inftead of a fpoon to eat the tice, {wal-
lowed it eagerly ; he watching me all the time attentively.  When 1
had finifhed it, T gave him a hint in the Frank language, that I (hould
like to wafh it down with fome wine; but he did not, or rather
would not, underftand me.

Supper done, he ordered a fervant to attend him with {ome
water, and direCted him to wath his feet ; while that operation was
performing, he continued menacing every one about him. My
fervant, who f{at next me and behind him, interpreted every thing
he faid. “ Yes, ye flaves,” faid he, as he lolled back upon his
cufhion, “ yes, I will make the beft of you wafth my feet; for who
thall refufe to wafh the feet of him, who reprefents the Sultan of
the World, the Son of Mahomet, the Meflenger of the Lord?”’ The
poor fellow proceeded in his humble office, and only interrupted
him by faying, “Blefled be my Lord the Sultan, and glory be to the
Lord our God, and Mahomet his Prophet.”— Yes, yes,” continued
my Tartar, “ blefs God and the Prophet, and pray for his fervant
our Sultan, and all who reprefent him like me, that flaves of your
defcription are permitted to live: nay, thou fhalt wafh this Frank's
feet:” then, turning to me with an air of magifterial tendernefs,
“ Jimmel,” faid he, “ hold forth thy feet, and let them be wathed by
this difciple of Ali—TI fay, hold forth thy feet.”

Scarcely able to refrain from laughter at this Bombardinian of

the
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the Eaft, and his pompous manner of iffuing his orders, 1 drew up
my trowfers and took off my boots—the man brought frefh water, and
fell to rubbing my feet with great good will and humility ; yet evi-
dently felt fo much hurt at the humiliation, that I was forry for it
and would rather have difpenfed with the wathing, though it was a
luxury.

In the midft of this operation, the Tartar, who was reclining on
his cufhion, {fmoking, rofe up, and flalking two or threc times acrofs
the room, with the moft ludicrous air of felf-conceit and importance,
took his tobacco pipe from his mouth, brandifthed it in oftentatious
parade, and in the tone and manner rather of one that was raving
than of a man in his fober fenfes, burft out with an emphatical ex-
prefion of fatisfadtion, and faid, “ This it is to be protected by a
great man : Muflulmen falam to him and wafh his feet.”

The extravagance of this fentiment, the abfurdity of its applica-
tion, and the confequential folemnity of his a&tion and countenance
while he fpoke, altogether ruthed upon me with fuch impetuous
force, that I could not refift it, and, in {pite of every effort to reftrain
myfelf, burft into an immoderate fit of laughter, |

Had I the pencil of Hogarth, the pen of Shakefpeare, or the
powers of a Garrick, I might attempt to give fome idea of his coun-
tenance, when, turning, he beheld me convulfed with laughter. I
might attempt it, I fay, but I could not do it jufiice. Such a combi-
nation of ludicrous expreflion T never beheld ; it was indeed an

1 epitome
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epitome of all'the lower order of human paffions, Fury predomi-
nated, but it was rifible fury—it was fury that rather grinred than
frowned ; though under it were to be feen thame and mortification,
forrow and refentment, pride and degradation, filly bafhfulnefs and
decayed importance. ' For fome time he ftood transfixed to the {pot,
his eyes gliltening like thofe of a rat in a trap ; his pointed whifkers
moving with the contortions of his lips, and his mouth every now
and then opening like the beak of a wounded hawk. To wutter his
fenfations he was unable ; and he continued in this {tate, not only
till my laughter was abated, but till I had time to refle¢t and be
ferioufly concerned. -

At length, without faying a {fentence, he wheeled about, threw off
his flippers, drew on his boots, vociferated till he brought all the
people of the caravanfera about him, and ordered horfes to be ready

inftantly. As orders from fuch a perfon were not likely to be dif-

obeyed, the horfes were got ready. 1 faw that I muft cither proceed,
or come to an open rupture with him; {o recolle@ting that I was
myfelf in fault, that a difpute might be fatal, and that at all events
it was only the humour of the moment, I drew on my boots too,
and was ready to go, though I was much fitter for a twelve hours’
nap than for an hour’s travelling on horfeback.

We mounted immediately, and it was my good fortune to have

the beft horfe. He fet out upon the gallop, the moon fhining as

bright almoft as day ; I put forward my horfe, and kept rather before
“him,
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him, which vexed him fo, that he beat the poor animal he rode on
moft unmercifully. . At length, after about eight or ten miles riding,
he called a halt—difmounted, and faid he would reft there all night.
I faw it was all refentment : but knowing that it would be in vain to
remontftrate, I difmounted too; and, judging that the beflt way to
mortify him in return, was to comply with affected approbation,
turned to my fervant and told him (knowing that it would go from
him to the Tartar) that [ was delighted with the beauty of the night ;
remarking at the fame time, that lying in the fweet falubrious air
was far preferable to being confined in the fultry filth of a cara-
vanfera,

As foon as this was communicated to the Tartar, he remarked,
that the open air was the fitteflt place for the beafts of the foreft, and
therefore fuitable to a Frank; but for his part, he would much rather
repofe on a cufhion, which he thould have done, had it not been for
my accurfed rifible faculties.

Here the converfation refted, and we fell afleep. In a few hours
he awoke us, and we fet forward : after fome paufe, he began in the
- following manner, which was interpreted to me, as he fpoke, by my
fervant : _

“ Surely God made laughter for the derifion and «fhame of
mankind, and gave it to the Franks and the monkies; for the one
ha, ha, ha’s, and the other he, he, he’s, and both are malicious,

O mifchievous,
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mifchievous, and good for nothing but to fret and tantalize all that
come acrofs them.”

" Here he paufed, as waiting for fomething to be faid + however, [
remained filent. At length, he continued: “ Not but that, with all their
laughter, they have the wifdom to take {pecial care of themfelves 5
for half a dozen monkies will he, he, he, and empty a whole orchard
of its fruit in the reckoning of a hundred; and a Frank will ha,
ha, ha, and eat you up pillaws and poultry like a wolf, and drink
up wine with the fame moderation that.a camel drinks up water.”

T thought T fhould have choked with fmothered laughter: T
would not however interrupt him, and {fo contrived to keep it to
myfelf : he proceeded to apothegmatife :

« But with all their he, he, he’s, and ha, ha, ha's, it fome-
times turns out that they are caught : the monkey is feized in-a trap,
and caged or knocked in the head, and the Frank is put in jail, and
baftinadoed or hanged ; and then the tune is changed, and it is
Oh, ho, ho!” Here he began to mimic crying fo admirably, and at
the fame time {o ridiculoufly, that I burft out laughing again.

¢ Obferve, Jimmel,” faid he haftily, * obferve! you can’t refrain !
But by our holy Prophet,” faid he ferioufly, * it may end as 1 faid =
fo look to yourfelf, and avoid laughter in caravanferas, or we part;
for there are places; and that was one of them laft night, where fufpi~

cion would ruin you. And if you loft your life, what fhould I {ay
for
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tor myfelf on my'return to Aleppo? Eh, what {hould 1 {uy for myfelf?
Ha, ha, ha! would not do. ' No; no, they would not beliéve it, and
I thould lofe my charader.”” |

« Why, don’t you Jaugh yourfelf " faid L' </ :

“ Very feldom, or rather never,” returned he’; *at lealt T would
, bot in time of danger. No, no, none but Chriftians' and monkies
make a pra@ice of laughing—Turks and Tartars are wifer.” - T-pros
mifed him, that I would"in future take more care ; and, by way of
appeafing him- with a little ﬂattcry:," faid, that he played his part {o
admirably, it-was impoffible to refift the impulfe. But he anfwered,
with a grave 'face, that his adion in that cafe was of too ferious a
nature to be made a fubje@ of merriment—and advifed me to
believe it fo.’ -

et #
E 2= . = e w74

LETTDR XXXIX

THE folicitude of my guide for my fafety was the
Lalncﬁnefs of a man of bufinefs zealous to difcharge with the
utmoft punctuality the duty he had undertaken ; and I muft obferve
to you, that the whole of his condu& evinced a precifion and punc-

O 2 tuality
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tuality of dealing rarely found in our intercourfe with mankind. FPre-
vious to leaving Aleppo, he had undertaken to convey me fafe —he
was, as you may already perceive, indefatigable and unremitting in
his endeavours to do {o'; he had promifed to fupply me with food—{o
he did, in the moft ample manner; he promiled to go as I pleafed,
falt or flow—{o he did ; he promifed to change horfes with me, as
often as I thought proper to deflire—he did fo. But beyond this, he
feemed to carry his care of me no farther than to any bale of goods
he might have in his charge. He was bound to deliver me fafe, in
good order and condition, at Bagdad : fo much he was determined
to do, and no more did he think of. I had got letters to the
Bafhaws of fome of the towns through which we were to pafs: but
as the delivery of a letter is, according to the cuftom of that country,
always accompanied with a prefent, I thought it better to decline
delivering them, except when neceflity compelled—though the ftate
of the country was fo unfettled, that we often had occafion for 2
guard.

As foon as the remembrance of the laughing affair was a little
decayed, the Tartar began to relax into good humour, and to talk
with his ufual vehemence ; for he was always, according to the flow
of his fpirits, either fullenly filent or extravagantly loquacious. His
tbngﬁe might be confidered as a thermometer, by which the warmth
or coldnefs of his temper might be calculated, and the extremes of
garrulity and taciturnity were the indices. His converfation, how-

ever,
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ever, was very circumfcribed, and confifted chiefly of ftories of him-
{elf and his horfe, the amazing journeys he made, and the feats of
manhood he performed, ‘One circumftance I muft in juftice men-
tion, as I think it marks ftrongly the habitual delicacy and modefty
of this people. Although he frequently lamented my banithment
from my family, and although we were for eighteen days continually
converfing on a variety of occafions that might lead to the fubje,
he never once talked of women ; never, in all his pity for my fitua-
tion, glanced even remotely at the poflibility of my getting a {ubfti-
tute in that way ; never hinted that he thought of them himf{elf, On
feeing women coming to the wells, they reminded me of fome of
the ftories in' the Old Teftament.:. I mentioned it, but it went no
farther ; for whenever the fubje@ was ftarted, he threw cold water
~on it.

That he conceived me to be in fome refpes a parcel of property,
I have good reafon to believe: for I obferved that at fome caravan-
feras the people colleted round me, and regarded me with ftrong
fymptoms of furprife and pity; fome viewed me with commilera-
tion, fome with contempt ; but not one creature, however wretched
or abje&, feemed to envy my. fituation.

I was the more confirmed in this opinion by an incident that
happened between Diarbeker and Moful, - One morning I was uny-
fually overcome with the fatigues of the preceding day: the Tartar ;

called me, fummoned me to horfe; and finding that I gave no anfwer,
5 nor
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nor fhewed any token of awaking, he lifted me in his arms bodily
from my couch (fuch was ‘his ftrength that he did it without any
difficulty), carried me out without the lealt ceremony, jand, before I
was fo completely awake as to be fenfible of my fituation, had mé
fixed upon a horfe ready to depart. Q9 o

A tranfa&@ion fo very fingular, you may well conclude, furprifed
me at the time, and would not readily be forgotten : fuch a crowd
of ftrange, confufed, and incongruous thoughts and fenfations as
occurred to me, I never before experienced : they were painful, they
were furprifing—but I was in fuch a flate that I could not afterwards
analyfe them. The chief reflection that arofe from it was, that
human fentiment muft be in a deplorable ftate of degradation indeed,
when fuch a circumftance could occur from the notion that a man
was as much an affet or piece of property, could be transferred by
the fame means, and moved in the fame unfeeling manner, as any
portion of inert matter that makes up a bale of merchandize. Of
the truth of this pofition I had foen after a melancholy proof, in an
incident which, though lamentable, was attended with fuch ludicrous
circumftances, that even now I never think of it without {fmiling—
{miling, as I did then, with a heart bleeding with pity.

One morning I was awakened before day-break with a bufile in
tfie caravanfera where we lodged. I conje@ured that the Tartar was
preparing to get forward, and rofe in order to lofe no time. T was
fo far right in my conjeQtures: the horfes were ready, and 1 came

O out
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- out to mount, and was very much furprifed to perceive feveral honfes
before me loaded with fomething which ftood ere& from their
backs, and' which I had barely light to difcern were not men, I
concluded that they were bales of merchandize packed in a particu-
lar form, and afked no queftions till full day-light difclofed to me
that they were human creatures tied up in facks, and faftened aftride
on the horfes’ backs. There was a firange union of horror and oddity
in the conception, that firuck me at once with a mixed emotion of
indignation, pity, and mirth.—The former however got the better,
and I afked my fervant with fome warmth what it meant,—He faid
that the facks contained fome young women whom the Tartar had
bought.—* Good Gop !” faid I, “is it poflible that he can have
bought wretched females to treat them with fo little tendernefs 3"
“ He has bought them,” returned my fervant,  in the way of traffic,
not for pleafure.”

“ Suppofe he has,” faid I, “ fuppofe even they were men, not
' to mention young women, how can he imagine that they will fur-
vive this? Tied up and fweltered in a fack—faftened crofs-legs on a
horfe, and driven at fuch an amazing rate (for by this time we had
fet forward, and another Tartar was whipping the horfes up all the
time, and driving them on)—how is it poffible they can furvive?
They muft be fmothered —they muft be fhattered to pieces—they muft
be ftripped, excoriated, and tortured to death !”
“If I might prefume to advife,” faid he, “I would fay that

yau
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you had better make no remarks upon it: it would only get them
perhaps worfe treated, and raife his anger againft you.”

To conclude, I took his advice, and kept my mind to myfelf.
The unfortunate women were in this manner carried fifty miles, at
the end of which their tender-hearted purchafer difpofed of them in
fome way of keeping till his return; when I fuppofe they were to
be carried back in facks aftride upon horfes, all the way to Aleppo,
there to be fold to the higheft bidder.

To us, my FREDERICK, who live in a country where an hour’s
detention in a houfe againft our will is punifhed as unlawful im-
prifonment, and who feel and value the rich treafure of liberty
above all earthly bleflings, the bare idea of flavery appears horri-
ble; when the miferies of flavery are fharpened by cruelty, our
indignation burns at the offence: but fuch a complicated piece of
enormity as that, I have mentioned, almoft tranfcends belief, and
indignation is loft in amazement, There are but few men, even in our
bracing climate, whom fifty miles riding would not fhake to pieces,
and torture almoft to death. No woman would think of it. But
when to that is fuperadded, firft the compulfion—then the forry and
at beflt painful equipage of the horfes— the tender perfons, unaccuf-
tomed to riding, of the women—the {mothering heat of the fack—
and above all the horrid climate, burning with an almoft vertical
heat (vertical at leaft compared with our oblique fun)—it will be
allowed to be a wonder, almoft approaching to a miracle, that they

furvived
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furvived one half of their journey. The wonder-working hand of
Omnipotence alone could bring them through it; and when I afked
in the evening whether they were dying or dead, and was told that
they were not only alive but in perfect health, I could not help re-
peating that moft beautiful expreflion put into the mouth of Maria
by the inimitable Sterne, * God tempers the wind to the fide of the
ihorn lamb.” 7

This affair tended to, prejudice me ftrongly againft my Tartar
ouide, and I was for fome time that I could not look upon him with-~
out horror : butat length my relentment abated ; and reafon, refum-
ing her feat of cool decifion, told me, that though it was a crime and a
grievous one, he was not fo refponfible for it as thofe who, knowing
better, authorifed it by their concurrence, gave it the fan&ion of law,
and made it familiarly. practifed ; he only did that which he had been
even from his mother’s breaft inftructed to do, and {hould therefore
not be judged by thofe rules which a Briton would lay down for the’
government of fuch cafes.

A Briton !==Hold ! Have I not now been uttering a moft fevere
fatire upon the Britith Nation? Yes! imputing to men a virtue which
they want, is the worlt kind of fatire—I meant it not at-the time,
but will not retra@ what I have written—DBfitons deferve the lath of
fatire ! They deferve a worfe lath: for the traffic in human bodies
ftill ftands a bloody brand of infamy on her great National ‘Councils;
Their brothers’ blood ! the blood of millions of murdered Africans,

T like
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Tike that of Abel, crics to IHeaven againft them, and will not, {
fear, cry in vain.

Great God!—What a horrible thought !—what an indelible
ftigma ! that a Legillator fhall, in the cold blood of commerce, make
a calculation of the probable profit upon human lives—put commer-
clal expediency in the balance againft murder—and make convenience
the excufe for crime!—Why, the robber may do fo!—But fhall
Britons, generous Britons, who boaftful claim precedence of the
world in freedom, humanity, and juftice—fhall they look on and fee
inferior nations {purning from them with horror the debafing traffic ;-
and ftimulated by avarice, or mifled by wicked policy; retain the blot
that other States have wiped away, and live at once the curfe of one
part, and the fcorn of the reft of mankind?—Forbid it Mercy !
Forbid it Heaven !—And oh ! may that virtuous man, who, di{dain~
ing the malignant taunts of the bafe and interefted, boldly fteps
forth the advocate of man and of his country, and feflion 'after
feflion fprings from the couch of repofe which opulence prefents
him, to break the fetters and the fcourges which improbity and
avarice have forged for our fellow creatures—may he fucceed and
bear down all his oppofers! and may the juftice of his country
make his triumph and his glory as certain and complete here, as
the juftice of that Being, under whofe diretion he a@s, will doubt-
lefs make them hercafter !

LETTER



LETTER XL

From the confiderations I have already pretty fully men-
tioned, my mind was by no meansat eafe. ‘The inceflant travelling
for fo many days, at the rate of feventy-five miles a day, to be con~
tinued I knew not how long, increafed my anxiety : and the appre-
henfions of accident, interruption, and above all ficknefs, intercepting
me on my way, haunted my imagination with all its terrors. I was
befides approaching faft to that region where the winds ftrike all
living things that draw them in inftantly dead: and conceiving that
the more expeditious I was in getting over the journey, the greater
chance I had of efcaping thofe mifchiefs ; T puthed heartily forward,
and urged the Tartar till he at laft exprefled his aftonithment and
approbation ; paid me the complimentto fay, that I was almoft equal
to himfelf for enduring fatigue ; and concluded with a very fagacious
furmife, that in all probability I had been myfclf a carrier of dif-
patches among the Frank Governments,

One day after we had rode about four miles from a caravanfera,
at which we had changed our cattle, I found that a ‘molt execrably
P2 bad
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bad horfe had fallen to my lot: he was ftiff, feeble, and foundered ;
in confequence of which he ftumbled very much, and I every
minute expeted that he would fall and roll over me, I therefore
propofed to the guide to exchange with me; a favour he had hitherto
never refufed, and for which T was the more anxious, as the beaft
he rode was of the very beft kind. To my utter aftonifhment he
peremptorily refufed : and as this had been a day of unufual tacitur-
nity on his part, I attributed his refufal to peevifhnefs and ill-temper,
and was refolved not to let the matter reft there. I therefore defired
the -interpreter to inform him, that as he had at Aleppo agreed to
change horfes with me as often as I pleafed, I fhould confider our
_ agreement infringed upon if he did not comply, and would write to
the Conful at Aleppo to that effect.

As foon as this was conveyed to him, he feemed firongly agitated
by -anger; yet endeavoured to conceal his emotions under affected
contempt and derifion, which produced from him one of the moft
fingular grins that ever yet marred the human phyfiognomy. At
length he broke forth :

“ You will write to Aleppo, will you? Foolifh Frank! they will
not believe you! By Mahomet, it would be well done to hear the com-
plaint of a wandering Frank againft Haflan Artaz—Haffan the faith-
ful and the juft, who for ten years and more has been the meflenger
of an Emperor, and the friend and confidant of Cadis, Bathaws,
and Viceroys, and never yet was called {o much as liar! Who, think

you,
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you, poor mifguided one! who, think you, would believe that I
broke my promife ?”

« Why do you not then,” faid T, interrupting him, * why do
you not perform it by changing horfes, when you are convinced in
your confcience (if you have any) that it was part of your agree-
ment ?’—* Once for all I tell you,” interrupted he, I will not give
up this horfe. There isnot,” faid he gafconadingly, * there is not a
Muffulman that ever wore a beard, not to talk of a wretched Frank,
that {hould get this horfe from under me 5 1 would not yield him to the
Commander of the Faithful this minute, were he in your place: I
would not, T tell you, Frank—and I -have my own reafons for it.”

“ I dare fay you have,” returned I; “love of your eafe, and
fear of your bones.”

At hearing this, he grew quite outrageous—called MAHOMET
and ALLA to witnefs that he did not know what it was to fear any
thing—declared that he was convinced fome infernal fpirit had that
day got pofleffion of me—and indeed feemed well difpofed to go
to logger-heads. At length obferving that T looked at him'with
fneering contemptuous defiance, he rode up along fide of me —1I
thought it was to ftrike, and prepared to defend myfelf, I was how-
ever miftaken ; he fnatched the reins out' of my hand, and caught
hold of them collected clofe at the horfe’s jaw ; then fell flogging
my horfe and fpurring his own, till he got them both into full fpeed;

nor did he ftop there, but continued to belabour mine with his whip,
and
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and to fpur his.own, driving headlong over ¢very impediment that
came in our way, till I really thought he had run mad, or defigned
to kill me. Several times I was on the point of firiking him with
my whip, in order to knock bim off his horfe—but as ofien pa-
tience providentially came in to my affiltance, and whifpered to me
to forbear and fee it out.  Mean time 1 confidered myfelf as being in
fome danger ; and yet fuch was the power he had over the cattle,
that I found it impeflible to ftop him: {o refigning the event to the
dire@ion of Providence, I fuffered him without a further effort to
proceed ; I calling him every opprabrious name I could think of in
lingua Franca, and he grinning, and calling me Dumus, Jihafh,
Burhl (i. e. hog, afs, mﬁle), in rapid and impetuous vehemence of
tone and utterance,

He continued this for a length of I dare fay fome miles, over
an uncultivated tralt, here and there interfected with channels formed
by rills of water in the periodical rains; thickly fet with low furze,
ferns, and other dwarf bufhes, and broken up and down into little
hills. His horfe carried him clean over all: and though mine was
every minute ftumbling and nearly down, yet with a dexterity in-
expreflible, and a vigour altogether amazing, he kept him up by
the bridle, and 1 may fay carried him gallantly over every thing,
I was aftonifhed very much at all this, and towards the end as much
pleafed as aftonifhed ; which he perceiving, cried out frequently
and triumphantly, “ O, la Frangi! Heli! Heli! Frangi!” and at

Jaft
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at laft drawing in the horfes, ftopping fhort, and looking me full
in the face, exclaimed in lingua Franca, * Que dice, Frangi-——Que
dice ?”

For fome time I was incapable of making him any anfwer; but
continued {urveying him from head to foot as the moft extraordinary
favage I had ever beheld ; while he ftroked his whifkers with great
felf-complacency and compofure, and nodded his head every now
and then, as much  as to fay, Ay, ay, it is {o! look at me! am
not I a very capital fellow 2—*“ A capital fellow indeed you are,”
faid I, ¢ but I wifh I was well out of your confounded clutches.”

We alighted on the brow of a {mall hill, whence was to be feen
a full and uninterrupted profpe& of the country all round. 'The
interpreter coming up, he called to him and defired him to explain
to me carefully the meaning of what he was about to fay ; which I
will give you as nearly as I can in his own words, as they were
tranflated by the Linguift:

“ You fee thofe mountains yonder,” {aid he, pointing to the
Eaft; ¢ thofe are in the province of Kurdeflan, inhabited by a vile race
of robbers called Jefides, who pay homage to a God of their own
called Jefid (Jefus), and worfhip the Devil from fear, They live by
plunder, and often defcend from thofe mountains, crofs the Tigtis
which runs between them and us, and plunder and ravage this country
in bands of great number and formidable ftrength, carrying away
into flavery all they can catch, and killing all who refift them. This

country
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country therefore, for fome diftance round us, iis very dangerous to
trayellers, whofe only fafety lies in flight. Now it was our misfor-
tune this morning to get a very bad horfe, for which, pleafe ALra
(ftroking  his whifkers), fome one fhall receive the baftinado.
Should we meet with a band of thofe Curds, what could we do but
fly? And if you, Frangi, rode this horfe, and I that, we could never
efcape’:-for I doubt you could not keep him up from falling under
me, ‘a¢ ‘I did under you: I fhould therefore come down and be
taken ~~you would lofe your guide, and mifs your way, and all of
us be undone. Befides,” continued he, “there are many villages here
where people live, who, if they only fufpe&ted you were a  Frank,
would follow and facrifice you if they could to MAHOMET, and
whete of courfe you muft run for it.”

““As’foon as the interpreter had explained this to me, * Well,”
continued the Tartar, “ what does he fay now to it?” Then turning
to me, and toffing up his head—* Que dice, Frangi 2"

'« Why, Ifay,” returned I, “ that you have fpoken good fenfe
and found reafon ; and I am obliged to you.”

“'This, when interpreted fully, operated moft pleafingly upon him ;
his features relaxed into a broad lock of fatisfaction, and he faid :—
“] will do every thing I can to make you ealy and contented :
anid when 1 am obftinate, don’t refift—for be affured I have reafon
for it; and above all things avoid laughing in my prefence. But
we fhall reach Moful by and by, and probably then we may have no

I more
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more rides.”> For Lexpected to,get down the river Tigris from Moful
to Bagdad, and had told him {o,-and he encouraged me with the ex-
pedlation, _ b 7

, That might we came to a caravanfera which lay at fome diftance
from a village. Here the Tartar, pleafed wittrhimfelf for the conduct
of the day; and pleafed with me for my approbation of it ordered
a moft admirable fupper 3 and not enly,,as was very common. with
him, ‘rejeted -the beft-difh in order to prefent it to me, but alfo. fe-
le¢ted: for me the choiceft; bits. of thofe upon the table. e then
ordered wine, obferving;ithat the fatigue of a2 Government Mefllenger
demanded indulgence ; and uling a falvo of my fuggeftion dn a for-
mer occafion, viz. that, the; Prophet. would npot be: oﬂlnded rwith
travellers. more than with. the ﬁck for taking it as_it were, medici-
nally. . : L . i
We, accordmgfy 11ad wine; amd admirable it was, thcmgh by no
means, equal to’ t}:\apmc drank at the city of Diarbeker. + I took little
however, and 'the Tartar was much furprifed at my abftemi;oufnéfs‘;
remarking, that he mever faw a Frank before that.was not a down-
right hog when he, got the cup to his lips, My taking it in_;frﬁall
portions, while he drank it as we do table beer, particularly aftonifthed
him. Before he lay down on his couch, he gave; orders for horfes,
threatening the people with fevere caftigation if ~the:)r gave bad ones ;
holding up as an example the perfon that gave us the ftumbling
horfe that day, who he declared thould be baftinadoed as foon as he

Q returned,
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returned, if there was aCadi within ten Jeagues of him ; and I dare
to fay that he kept his word moft religioufly.

The next morning we had excellent cattle ; fear produced wonders
among them, and we fet forward juft as the fun rofe. As we en-
tered the firft village, I was fomewhat -alarmed by perceiving my
guide draw up ‘his horfe—deliberate—mutter to himfelf—and feem
rather uneafy while he viewed a crowd that 'was up the fireet before
us ; fome of whom I perceived to be agitated with fome extraordinary
motions of the body, while one man ftood in the middle, rolling
his body into a variety of ‘firange contortions,—The Tartar, for a
minute or two, feemed to be deébating within “himfelf whether he
thould proceed or turn about : at ]ength puttmg me on his left’hand,
he fet forward at ‘full fpeed, leanng the crowd'on his right, who,
feeing the rapidity of our pace, flew on one fide, and let us pafs.
‘We foon however heard fhouting behind us, and could hear plainly
the words ¢ Ghiaour! Frangi-Cueu!” and locking back, perceived
feveral ragged men like favages purfuing us, lifting 'ftones oceafion-
ally, and cafting them after us with all their miight.  The fpeed of
‘our horfes at laft got us‘out of both fight and hearing ; ‘and I plainly
perceived, and was for the firft time convinced, that my guide’s con-
-duﬂ: was direted by found fcn{'e, fpirit, good’faxth and mtegnty

LETTER



{ 223 )

EVEYT "IV R BN

TI-IE extraordinary occurrence which I mentioned in my
laft letter required explanation, and my Tartar friend was not back-
ward in giving it ; for he loved exceedingly to hear himfelf talk, and,
on any fubje&t within the compafs of his knowledge, was fhrewd,
perfpicuous, and even naturally eloquent: he had morcover on that
occafion aded the part of a fkilful general ; and as I applauded his
prudence and addrefs, he was ext'rem_elly kind and communicative,
and gave me a full account of that affair, his motives, his deliberations,
and the urgency of the cafe; and, in thort, every thing that could
elucidate the circumftance, or aggrandize his own importance. It
would be a pity to take it out of his own words: I fhall therefore
relate them to you, as I had them through the medium of our Lin-
guift, for they made an impreffion on my memory not eafily to be
erafed.
“ You muft know,” faid he,  that there are fpread over the
face of this great and glorious empire a number of dervifes of dif-

ferent kinds—/4oly men, who renounce the enjoyments and pleafures
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of the world, to converfe with Mahomet and worfhip Alla, Some
of thofe are very good men, indeed faints, and never do any thing
bad ; preaching and praying, without hurting any thing, even a rat
or a fnake ; nay, they would not hurt a Chriftian. There are others
again, of whom I have heard our Bathaws and Effendis, and even
the Maazeen, declare that they are forbid by the Koran ; and yet the
common people (the lower fort you know have no fenfe) reverence
and worfhip. them—they are called Santons; live by themfelves,
fometimes under ground like rabbits, and fometimes in the thickets
and woods. They go where they pleafe, take the beft feat in any
man’s houfe, cram themfelves with meat and drink, and yet none
refilt thé'r_ri'; for fome will not, and others dare not. ~Nay, they
often polluté women in the open fireets—and they never fet  their
eyes on a Chriftian or a Frank, that they will not kill, if poffible.
For my part, I think that they ought to be hanged, every one of
them that had a head to be hanged by—or rather ftaked—for no
punifhment is too great for them ; but I dare not fay {o in that
town—if I did, I thould be ftoned to death by the rabble,

“ As foon as I perceived the crowd, and the rafcals dancing, I
knew that they were fantons, and was fure that they would flop us
in order to extra&t money from us ; in which cafe they would moft
probably have difcovered you—for they have the eyes of the devil.
Nothing then could fave your life ; the crowd would join them, and
your brains would have been beat out with flones, I had a mind

1 to
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to turn back and go round the town, but that might have caufed fuf-
picion, and got us-perhaps intercepted ; fo I determined to puih by
them boldly, which I did, you can teftify, like a' brave man. You faw
enough yourfelf, to convince you of the danger you have - efcaped,
and ‘of my wifdom and valour ; let me therefore entreat you to’ be
entirely guided by me, and above all things avoid that accurfed pro-
penfity to laughter.” '

Since I firft formed the refolution of writing this account of my
journey,r I have been at fome pains to dip into the beft hiﬁoriels of
that country, and I find that in every inftance my Tartar guide’s infor-
mation wascorre&t. Thofe fantons, as well as other clafles of dervifes
and fheihs, travel about the country and levy contributions on the
inhabitants : fome are really what they pretend to be, and are as
i)ure and as pious as the monks of the primitive Chriftian church ;
but the fantons are monfters, who exift only by the barbarous cre-
dulity and more than favage ignorance of the lower order of the
people —though reprobated, and indeed execrated, by the better fort
of Turks. They affe@ to be dementated (which with the Maho-
medans is the greateft mark of fancity), and under cover of that
madnefs commit every excefs and enormity, not merely with impu-
nity, but with applaufe. ~Such is the melancholy ftate of degradation,
to which the weight of fuperftition’s chains bends the mind of man !
It is not long fince I had a very pleafing difcuflion of this extraor-
dinary fubjedt, with a gentleman of my acquaintance, for whofe

veracity
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veracity I have' great refpect. ' Superflition and eredulity vety natus
rally led to'a confideration of the Turkifh religion; and I exprefied
my fatisfation; that the worft excreflcences of the Chriftians {chifms
could not be compared with the Turkifh faith in their dervifes. He
faid, that he agreed- it did not go quite the length of the fantons ; but
he related to me a converfation between him and 2 Roman catholic,
not more than twenty-four miles from the enlightened city of
Dublin, which furprifed me much.

“ I was,” {aid he, “ when a youth, very free in cenfuring all
religions, and chiefly Popery ; for, being bred among Roman catho-
lics, I had the greater opportunity of feeing their abfurdities, which
I treafured up as fo much gain, without ever taking into account

their many virtues, of which they have their thare, One day I was

on a party of pleafure, at a place called , and in prefence
of a'poor country fellow ridiculed the priefthood, attributing to them
many vices, and particularly fornication and adultery. The man
refifted me, and declared it was impoflible. Then I fuppofe,
faid I, if a prieﬁ and a woman were locked up in a room together
for a year, and the woman in a week after coming forth was brovght
to bed of a child, you would not believe it to be the prieft’s. No,
{aid he, I would not. Then how came the child? I don’t know,
replied he—any way but by him. In fhort, he would believe it
felf-impregnation, or preternatural vifitation, rather than allow a
prieft to be capable of fornication,”

: »
g ¢ But,
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« But,” faid I, * you fuppofed.a cafe—if the fellow was fhrewd
enough to fay, no fuch cafe could at all happen, he would have put
you .down ; that was what "he meant, though he knew not how to
go.about exprefling it.”

The difficultics and hazards of the journey, which feemed to
thicken upon us as we advanced, made me pant for a {peedy. concly-
fion to it ; and the adventure of the laft day opened more clearly to
my view the dangers we had to encounter, which were ftill likely to
increafe as we got to the cafiward and fouthward, where the fury of
bigotry raged without remorfe ; :where the greater diftance from the
feat of government made thejp__o_pulace,mofe lawlefs, Iand.the magi-

trate more corrupt and tyrannical ; Where the total feclufion frbm
all well ordered fociety rendered the manners barbarous 5 where
firangers were feldom feen, and when feen fleeced and perfe-
cuted ; and where, partkcplarly, I had reafon to believe, fcarcely any
Englithman had ever fet his foot ; and above all, where the very
winds that blew were charged with deftru@ion, and carried inftant
death ppon their - wings, I therefore <carnefily longed to reach
Moful, where the probab;hty was, I ﬂmuld get at lcaﬁ the more
eomfortable and commodmus .conveyance of water camage and
where I might refrefh myfelf completely, after the ﬁmgues of fo
-many days journey ; and, if_there was occafion, claim a guard and
prote&ion, having along with me a lettcr‘to.t.}jlc.‘ Balhaw, .which_ I
s might
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might withhold or dcl'nfér, juft’ as'beft fuited my inclination or ‘con-
venicace. oy bl 90

I could not help ‘viewing with'a fad and melancholy eye my
prefent flate ; wandering, 1 may fay alonc, unaccommodated ‘and
wretchied, through an 1nhofp1table region, and ‘more mho{'pmble
people ; where danger befet me in a thoufand forms, and every ftep
1 took, Itook in hazard of my hfe ; and comparmg it with- thofe
fehes Of Opulence and comfort whtch F'had once mpcncnced
where every lawful wifh met with its accomphfh"nent ; where every
neceflity was {upplied, and every difficulty obviated { where tender
love and attachinent anticipated every defire, and foothed every care’;
where the mutual endearments and reciprocal accommodations of
tender relatives, wife, children, faithful friends, and kindly intimates
‘gave a zeft to life, made me feel that my exiftence was of intercft to
others as well as to myfelf, and communicated a confcious importance
which the ifolated, folitarsr; felfith man can never feel: T could not
'help looking back with grief and mortification, to think that I once
poffefled thofe bleflings, and fhould perhaps poflefs them no more ;
but, on fhe contrary, might perifh unknown, unh_eeded, and unla-
mented, in an unknown corner of the wilds of an unknown hoftile
country, without one friénd to folace or to cheer me, or tell to thofe
who loved or took fhare i my concerns, the place wherc I lay, or
the particulars of my fate,

Nor
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Nor in this difmal train of refletions was Aleppo forgotten,
It made the great conneing link between my former happine(s and
prefent mifery ; it was, as it were, the door through which I paffed
when T took my laft farewell of comfort : when it clofed and fhut
me out, the profpect was indeed gloomy ; nor did T after feel one
happy fenfation, unlefs the convulfive tranfports of a laugh, and the
boifterous fleeting mirth arifing from the fingularities of my guide,
which, as the furge raifed by the tempeft above its proper height
lifts up the fhattered bark only to caft it on the beach and leave it
thipwrecked, elevated my fpirits for the moment beyond their proper
pitch, to retire quickly, and leave them in the horrors of ten times
deeper melancholy. :

Perceiving how much calt down I was, my friendly Tartar began
to rally me:  Jimmel,” faid he, “ the Santons have frightened
you :—but don’t be afraid—HASSAN ARTAzZ is no boy: he can
bring you through greater difficulties than thofe, fhould they befall
us.”

“ But how comes it,” faid I, “Haffan, that you, who have fo
much power at the caravanferas, have not power to refift ,thofe
rafcally Santons, or the mobs of a village "

“ Why, as to the mob,” faid he, “if I was by myfelf; or had
only a true Believer with me, I would make them fly before me like
the duft before the wind. As to the Santons, no one can refift them :
the Great, who hate them, are obliged to fhew them refpet : and the

R Bafthaw
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Bafhaw of Aleppo, nay the Commander of the Faithful himfelf, could
not fave you, if one of them called on the mob to ftone you, or
tear you to pieces. However, be of good cheer ; for, pleafe Arra, I
will deliver you fafe and found to the Coja at Bagdad : befides, we
fhall very foon be at Moful, from whence we will go down by water,
which will be very pleafant: and the chief danger then will be in
fair fighting, which is better than being cut off by Santons.—Should
there be occafion,” faid he, looking moft ferocioufly and brandifking
his whip—*‘ thould we be attacked by Curds or Robbers, you ihall
fee—you fhall fee, Jimmel—Oh! holy Prophet, hew I'll fight!”

Gt E T T BERVPXLAL

I was early in the evening when the pointed turrets
of thg city of Moful opened on our view, and communicated no
very unpleafant fenfations ta my heart. 1 found myfelf on ferip-
ture ground ; and could not help feeling fome portion of the pride
of the traveller, when T refleéted that I was now within fight of
Nineveh, renowned in holy writ.—The city is feated in a very

barren fandy plain, on the banks of the river Tigris, embellithed
with



( 131 )

with the united gifts  of Pomona, Ceres, and Flora, Fhe external
view of the town is much in its favour, being encompafled with
ﬁately walls of {olid ftone, over which the fteeples or minarets of other
lofty buildings are feen with increafed effet. Here I firft faw a
large caravan encamped, halting on its march from the ‘Gulph of
Perfia to Armenia; and it certainly made a moft noble appearance,
filling the eye with a multitude of grand objects, all uniting to form:

one magnificent whole, - %'l
But though the outfide be fo beautiful, the infide is moft deteftable :
the heat is fo intenfe, that in the middle of the day there is rio ftir-
ring>out ; and even at'night the walls of the houfes aré fo, heated by
the day’s fun, as to produce a difagreeable heat to the body at-a foot
or even a'yard diftance from them. - However, I enitered it with fpirits,.
becaule T confidered it'as the laft ftage of the worft part of my pil-
grimage. ' But, alas!' T>was difappointed in my expeation';' for the
Tigris was dried up by the intenfity of the heat, and an uiufually
long drought; and T was obliged to take the matter with a patient
fhrug, and accommodate' my mind to'a journey on horfeback, which,
though not fo long as that I had already made, was likely to be’
equally dangerous, and which ; therefore’ demanded a full exertion
of fortitude and refolution,—There are a thoufand latent energies in
EVer‘y man, which only want the powerful voice of neceflity to call.
them out: and now drawn to the top of my bent, I prepared my
mind to fet out in'the morning, with as much cheerfulnefs as if the
R 2 hopes
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hopee of water carriage to Bagdad had never once occurred to my
mind. ! ' :

It was flill the hot feafon of the year, and we weré to travel
through that country, over which the horrid wind I have before
mentioned {weeps its confuming blafts: it is called by the Turks
Samiel, is mentioned by holy Job under the name of the Eaft Wind, \
and extends its ravages all the way from the extreme end of the
Gulph of Cambaya up to Moful; it carries along with it fleaks of
fire, like threads of filk; inftantly firikes dead thofe that breathe
it, and confumes them inwardly to athes; the fleth foon becoming
black as a coal, and dropping off from the bones. Philofophers con-
fider it as a kind of ele@ric fire, proceeding from the fulphureous
or nitrous exhalations which are kindled by the agitation of the
winds. 'The only poflible means of efcape from its fatal effeds, is
to fall flat on the ground, and thereby prevent the drawing it in:
to do this, however, it is neceflary firft to fee it, which is notalways
praticable.

But befides this, the ordinary heat of the climate is extremely
dangerous to the blood and lungs, and even to the fkin, which it
blifters and peels away from the fleth, affeing the eyes fo much,
that travellers are obliged to wear a tranfparent covering over them
to keep the heat off.

That night, Haflan faid, that as we muft proceed to Bagdad
on horfeback, he would ftay the next at Moful to refrefh us; which.

3 I obje&ed
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I objeted to: he then fpoke of the fucceeding patt of the journey
as ‘a thing of nothing : we had already come near nine hundred
miles, and had not above five to go: befides, as the weather was
warmer, we would travel more in the night, and lie-by in the day-
time, in places with which he was well acquainted.

In fhort, the poor fellow feemed to take an intereftin my fafety,
and to with to alleviate the pains of my mind ; and he always con-
_ cluded with a remonfirance againft laughing, which from frequently.
hearing I now' underftood even in his own language.~—* Don’t
laugh, Jimmel, don’t langh,” he would fay with great folémnity.—
By the bye, I obferved, that when he was well difpofed to me, he
always called me Jimmel (a name which I préefume he conftructed,
with: my fervant’s afliftance, from the refemblance of found betweer
Campbel and Camel, Jimmel being the Turkifh for that animal);
and when angry, he called me Frangi, with all its gradations of
Turkifh abufe, Dumus, Cucu, &c.

That evening, as we fat in the caravanfera, a man entered and
fpoke to Haffan, who feemed to pay great attention to what he was
faying. He was a well made man—below the middle fize—and had
that kind of countenance which befpeaks fhrewdnefs, . ingenuity,
and mirth. At length he retired ; and foon after Haflan bid us rife
and follow him : he went into a fort of public room, where a num-
ber of people were collected, fitting as is the cuftom in coffee-houfes -
on low ftools. Haflan pointed to me to fit down, which I did:

then
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then placing the Interpreter near us, he fat himfelf: and ftraight I
perceived: the little ‘man, who had juft been {peaking to him, dtep
forth from the crowd and begin to-pronounce a fort of prolegue;
which I neither underftood ‘nor wifhed to underftand : it appeared
from his cadences toi:be-metrical, and feemed, by -the little -im-
preflion it made on: his auditors, to have nothing particular to
recommend it. At lerigth, however, he paufed, and, hemming
{everal times to clear his pipes, began again to -hold forth. ' He
is going to tell a ftory,” faid the Interpreter. - Thevattention ofall
was fixed upon him, and he proceeded with a modulation: of tones,
a variety of altion, and.an-energy of expreflion, that I think I have
never heard or feenr;gxcelled: his - altion inde;d;,was “fingularly
admirable ; and I could perceive that he was occafionally {peaking
in the tones;of a2 man and a woman'; in. which latter character he
gave a pi¢ture of Whining- ludicrous diftrefs, that moved the' rifible
mufcles of all the company. I looked at Haffanj and he was grin-
ning as merrily:as could:any monkey or Frank in Afia. The Lin-
auift occafionally ‘interpreted what the {tory-teller was faying ; and
I foon began to fufpe that it was a ftory I had more than once read
in the Arabian Nights, though altered, and in'fome meafure drama-
tized by the fpeaker.. 1 looked feveral times archly at Haflan; and
he returned iny glanee; as much as to fay, -You fee I don’t laugh' at
all this. At length, however, the-orator came to a part where he
was to ‘mimic a poor little hunch-back (for- I now . difcovered ‘it to

5 be
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be the ftory: of little Hunch-back) choking with a bone: he threw
up his back ; {queezed, till 4ll the blood in his body feemed colleCted
in his face, his eyes rolled in their fockets, his knees knocked, he
twifted and folded his body, putting his fore-finger and thumb into
his throat, and pulling with all his might, as if to pull fomething out :
at length he grew weaker, ftretched his arms down, and his fingers
back, like thofe of a perfon firangling—Kkicked, fell, quivered, and
died. It is impoffible for any defcription to do juftice to the perfec-
tion of his a&ing ; and what rendered it the more extraofdinary was,
that though it was a fcene of death, and well acted death, he conti-
nued to render it fo ludicrous in circumftances, as to fufpend the
audience between a laugh and cry. They did not remain long {o;
for he fuddenly bounced up, and began the moft doleful lamentation
of a woman, and exhibited fuch a feene of burlefque diftrefs as I
never witneffed. ~ All burft out in torrents of laughter, Haflan as
well as the ret—1I alone remained purpofely ferious ; and the orator,
according to cuftom, broke off in the middle of an lntercﬂing
{cene.

When we returned to the caravanfera, I rallied the Tartar on the
{core of his laughter: he growled, and faid, “ Who could avoid it ?
Why did not you laugh as you were wont ”— Becaufe,” faid I, “ he
did not act as comically as you.”—* No,” returned he, ¢ but becaufe
Franks and monkies only laugh for mifchief, and where they ought

not. No, Jimmel, you will never fee me laugh at mifchief.” —“What,”
faid
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faid I, ¢ not at a poor man’s being choked to death !I”—¢ Nay,”
faid he, “ I feldlom laugh, yet I could not avoid it then.” That
very hour, however, a puppet-fhow was exhibited in the fame room,
and my grave guide laughed till the tears ran down his cheeks, and
his voiee funk into a whining treble. Kargghufe was certainly
extravagantly comical, though filthy ; and frightened a Cadi with
a whole troop of Janiffaries, by letting fly at them a fhot or two—
a parte poft

The next day we fet out well mounted, and puthed on with

renovated {pirits towards Bagdad. Haflan could no more have the
affurance to cenfure laughing ; and, as I was little difpofed to do it
in time of danger, we were likely to agree well. In fhort, we began
to like one another’s company 5 and if I brought him to be a greater
laugher than he ufed to be, he gave himfelf the credit of having
made me much more ferious than I had been before—I profited by
his inftrutions.

It would be an effort as idle and fruitlefs on my part, as unenter-
taining and uninterefling on yours, to attempt to give you a regular
detail of our progrefs from Moful to Bagdad; the fame general
cautions were obferved, with the fame occafional relaxations. Hal-
fan ftill continued to treat me with a repetition of himfelf and his
horfe, his own feats and his horfe’s feats; to be filent when ill-
tempered, and loquacious when gay; to flog the attendants at the
caravanferas ; order the beft horfes, and eat the beft victuals, and to

give



give me the beft of both ; and finally, we had our fallings out and
fallings in again : but I had not the mortification of feeing any more
women tied in facks on horfes’ backs, and excoriated with a ride of
. fifty miles a day.
; As we rode along we overtook feveral times firaggling callenders,
a kind of Mahomedan monks, who pfofefs poverty and great fanc-
tity ; they were dreffed all in rags, covered with filth, carried a
gourd, by way of bottle, for water—I prefume fometimes for wine
too—and bore in their hands a long pole decorated with rags, and
picces of cloth of various colours, They are fﬁppofe'd—b-y the vulgar
to have fupernatural powers : but Haflan, who feemed to have caught
all his ideas from his betters, exprefled no fort of opinion of them;
he falam’d to them, and gave them money, however, It was extra-
ordinary enough, that they were all in one flory—all were going on
a pilgrimage to Mecca— or, as they call it, Hadje,

As foon as ever we got out of their fight and hearing, Haflan fhook
his head, and repeated *“Hadje, Hadje!” feveral times doubtingly,
and grinned, as he was accuftomed to do ﬁrhen he was difpleafed, with-
out being able to manifeft anger. *Hadje !” he would cry,  Hadje,
Hadje!” T afked him what he meant; and he {aid, that thefe fellows
were no more going to Mecca than I was. “] have a thoufand and a

“thoufand times,” faid he, * met callenders on the road, and always
found them facing to;vards Mecca. If Iam going fouthward, I always
overtake them ; if northward, I meet them; and all the time they are

S going
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going wherever their bufinels carries them. I overtook,” continued
he, “one of them one day, and I gave him alms and paffed him by ;
he was coming, he faid, after me, towards Mecca : but I halted on
purpofe for a day, and he never paffed ; and a merchant arriving at
the fame caravanfera informed me, he had met the very fame fellow
four leagues farther northward ; who had anfwered him with the
fame ftory, and ftill had his face turned towards the fouth.”

Fifty years ago, no man in Turkey would have dared to hold this
language ; but every day’s experience evinces that the light of reafon
fpreads its rays faft through the world—even through Turkey ; and
furnithes a well founded hope, that in another half century every
monkith impoftor (I mean real impoftors), whether they be Maho-
medan monks, or Chriftian monks, will be chafed from fociety, and

forced to apply to honeft means for fubfiftence.

END OF PART 1L



