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abstract - during his expeditions to the Balkans the author found another psychid
taxon not registered for Slovenia before, the bisexual form of Dahlica triquetrella
(hübner, 1813). New findings of Luffia lapidella from the years 2001 and 2013 are also
reported. The records are described in detail and the habitats depicted. in addition the
first records of Luffia lapidella for Ukraine, Turkey and cyprus are published.
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izvleček – dvOSPOlNa DahLica triquetreLLa (hüBNeR, 1813) iN NOvi
POdaTKi O vRSTi Luffia LapiDeLLa (GOeze, 1783) v SlOveNiji (lePi-
dOPTeRa: PSychidae)

Med njegovimi odpravami na Balkan je avtor našel dodatni takson vrečkarjev, ki
v Sloveniji še ni bil zabeležen, dvospolno obliko vrste Dahlica triquetrella (hübner,
1813). Poroča tudi o novih najdbah vrste Luffia lapidella iz let 2001 in 2013. Najdbe
so podrobno opisane, predstavljeni so življenjski prostori. dodatno so objavljene
prve najdbe vrste Luffia lapidella v Ukrajini, Turčiji in na cipru.

KljUčNe BeSede: lepidoptera, Psychidae, Naryciinae, Taleporiinae, Slovenija,
hrvaška, Ukrajina, Turčija, ciper, nove najdbe.

introduction

Within the scope of research of the Balkan psychid fauna the author visited Slove-
nia frequently since 1995. The results of the collecting trips to the western part of Slove-
nia, with the first records of Brevantennia adriatica (Rebel, 1919), had been reported
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in an earlier paper (Weidlich, 2012). in 1996, 2001 and 2013 the author found two fur-
ther psychid taxa not known in Slovenia at the time (see lesar & Govedič, 2010).

Dahlica triquetrella (hübner, 1813), bisexual form

This species occurs in 3 different morphological phaenotypes. a bisexual one as
well as a diploid and tetraploid parthenogenetic form. The tetraploid parthenogenetic
form is widespread all over europe. The bisexual form is very local, often rare and is
published from Belgium, the Netherlands, luxembourg, Germany, Switzerland, aus-
tria, czech Republic and hungary (Sauter & hättenschwiler, 1996: 39). The mentioned
records from the Benelux States, czech Republic and hungary are probably misiden-
tifications or species confusions with other Dahlica-species (see Weidlich, 2013b: in
press). The diploid parthenogenetic form is restricted to a few localities in europe.

From southern europe the bisexual form is only mentioned from italy (Seiler, 1961:
290 ff.; herrmann, 1994: 370), but it is not listed by Sauter & hättenschwiler (1996:
39) and has been mentioned with question mark by Parenzan & Porcelli (2005-2006:
11).
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fig. 1: Slovenia with locations: 1 – Snežnik, 2 – dolnja Bitnja (Map adapted from
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Slovenia_relief_map.png)



On May 4th 1996 the author visited the nature park „Snežnik“. along the road from
ilirska Bistrica to Sviščaki in the mountains, he collected larval cases of D. triquetrella
at rocks and trees situated in a south orientated beech forest:

2 ♂, 4.5.1996, Nature Park “Snežnik“, env. Sviščaki, appr. 1.000 m; 5 male larval
cases and 3 female larval cases with exuviae as well as 9 further cases. From these five
♀ hatched between 5. and 11.5.

in the following years all attemps to visit the habitat again failed by weather cir-
cumstances and snow in early spring. First in 2013 the author came to the habitat again.
On april 22nd he collected 8 larval cases at rocks. among them were older ones from
the last year. On May 2nd one female hatched waiting for mating until May 4th.

in the meantime, deutsch also found the bisexual form in Podgorje, as photos
demonstrate at http://www.lepiforum.de/lepiwiki.pl?dahlica_Triquetrella.

Possibly the distribution in the region is less restricted as assumed. arnscheid (pers.
comm.) collected one ♂, e.l. april 2002 in croatia, on the Krk island, 1 km SW of vrb-
nik.

Luffia lapidella (Goeze, 1783)

Luffia lapidella exists in europe in 2 different phaenotypes. One is bisexual (the
nominotypical lapidella) and the other parthenogenetic (form ferchaultella Stephens,
1850). Furthermore, the form maggiella had been described from southern Switzer-
land. in this taxon males are extremely rare (1-5 %) (hättenschwiler, 1997: 232).

The nominotypical form is distributed along the northern Mediterranean coast from
Portugal, Spain, southern France, corsica to italy (Sauter & hättenschwiler, 1996: 42;
hättenschwiler, 1997: 232-233; Sobczyk, 2011: 172). it is also mentioned from Sar-
dinia and Sicily by Parenzan & Porcelli (2005-2006: 15) and recently from Malta (zer-
afa et al. 2008: 51). isolated occurrences are known from england and the channel is-
lands (hättenschwiler, 1985: 140).
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fig. 2: Newly hatched ♂ of Dahlica triquetrella, bi-
sexual form from the Snežnik Mt. (Photo 4.5.1996).



eastwards of the apennine peninsula only a few records are known from former
yugoslavia (= croatia) and Greece (Sauter & hättenschwiler, 1996: 42; Sobczyk, 2011:
172).

Recently the species has been collected in albania and Montenegro (Weidlich,
2013a).

More eastwards records have been collected for the first time in the following coun-
tries:

Turkey: Westanatolia, Bolu daglari, Mengen S, 750 m, 15. 4.2004, leg. Weidlich.
Ukraine: crimea, Svit near Feodosija, 50 m, 24. 4.2006, leg. Rutjan & Weidlich.
cyprus: Tsada S, 450 m, 14. - 17. 3.2012, leg. Weidlich.
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fig. 4: Luffia lapidella – case from dolnja Bitnja (Photo 22.4.2013).

fig. 3: habitat of Dahlica triquetrella,
bisexual form in the nature park „Snež-
nik“, near Sviščaki (Photo 4.5.1996).



The distribution of the parthenogentic f. ferchautella is limited to the central and
western europe from France, italy, Great Britain, ireland, the Netherlands, Belgium,
luxemburg to western Germany (Sauter & hättenschwiler, 1996: 42; Sobczyk, 2011:
173). 

Records from the azores (Rebel, 1940a: 44 – as Luffia rebeli Walsingham, 1908)
also belong to the parthenogenetic form (henderickx, 1997: 22) and probably those
from Madeira (Weidlich, 2001: 716-717) as well.

in the neighbourhood of Slovenia the species had been known since a long time and
it had been published by Stauder (1914: 12) as frequent near Trieste at the adriatic
coast. it has been collected furthermore in croatia (istria, Prkičani near Pisino,
20.9.1996, leg. Weidlich) and on the Krk island (valbisca, 19.04.2000, leg. Wei-
dlich). Recently it has been collected as the parthenogenetic form ferchaultella in
Slovenia in the years since 2010, but also one ♂ was found (Rekelj, 2013). all these
records were collected near the coast while the first records by the author in 2001 have
been taken 28 km from the coastal line.

Records in Slovenia: 5 larval cases including 2 larvae, Brkini, env. ilirska Bistrica,
dolnja Bitnja, 390 m, 9.3.2001, leg. Weidlich; 13 larval cases, including 2 larvae, ditto,
22.4.2013, leg. M. Weidlich; 1 larval case, near dolnja Bitnja, 0,2 km N, 390 m,
22.4.2013, leg. M. Weidlich.

The collected cases remain mostly from the last season. The 4 cases with living lar-
vae were of a length of 2-3 mm.
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fig. 5: habitat of Luffia lapidella in
dolnja Bitnja (Photo 22.4.2013). all pho-
tos: dr. M. Weidlich.



hättenschwiler, p., 1997: psychidae-Sackträger. in: Schmetterlinge und ihre leben-
sräume. 2. - pro Natura-Schweizerischer Bund für Naturschutz (hrsg.). Fotoro-
tar, egg. 165-308, 582-589.

henderickx, h., 1997: Stigmella aurella and Luffia lapidella f. ferchaultella, new species
for the azores (lepidoptera: Nepticulidae, Psychidae). phegea 25 (1): 21-23

herrmann r., 1994:  Psychidae (Sackträger).- in ebert (ed.). die Schmetterlinge Ba-
den-Württembergs. Bd. 3 Nachtfalter i. Ulmer verlag Stuttgart: 356-504.

lesar, T. & Govedič, M., 2010: checklist of Slovenian Microlepidoptera. Natura
Sloveniae 12 (1): 35-125.

parenzan p. & porcelli f., 2005-2006: i macrolepidotteri italiani. Fauna lepi-
dopterorum italiae (Macrolepidoptera). phytophaga 15: 1-1051.

rebel, h., 1940:  die lepidopterenfauna des azorischen archipels. Mit 1. anhang:
eine lepidopteren-ausbeute von Madeira. Soc. Scient. fennica. comm. Biol. 8
(1): 1-57.

rekelj, J., 2013: First record of Luffia lapidella (Goeze, 1783) in Slovenia (lepi-
doptera: Psychidae). acta entomologica Slovenica 21 (1): 39-46.

sauter, w. & hättenschwiler, p., 1996:  Psychidae.- in Karsholt, O. & Razowski, j.
(eds.). The Lepidoptera of europe. a distributional checklist.  39-46, apollo Bo-
oks, Stenstrup.

seiler, J., 1961: Untersuchungen über die entstehung der Parthenogenese bei Solenobia
triquetrella F. R. (lepidoptera, Psychidae) iii. Mitteilung. die geographische ver-
breitung der drei Rassen von Solenobia triquetrella (bisexuell, diploid und tetra-
ploid parthenogenetisch) in der Schweiz und in angrenzenden ländern und die
Beziehungen zur eiszeit. Bemerkungen über die entstehung der Parthenogenese.
z. vererbungslehre 92: 261-316.

sobczyk, T., 2011: Psychidae (lepidoptera). in: Nuss, M. (ed.), World catalogue of
insects 10: 1-467.

stauder, h., 1914: Mikrolepidopteren des Triester Gebietes und aus inneristrien. Dtsch.
ent. Z. iris 28: 4-12.

weidlich, M., 2001: eine lepidopterenausbeute von der insel Madeira (Portugal) im
neuen jahrtausend (lep.: Psychidae, Sphingidae, Rhopalocera, Geometridae,
Noctuidae, arctiidae). esperiana 8: 715-731.

weidlich, M., 2012: ein Beitrag zur verbreitung und Ökologie von Brevantennia
adriatica (ReBel, 1919) (lepidoptera: Psychidae). Microlepidoptera.hu 4: 15-18.

weidlich, M., 2013a: zur Psychidenfauna albaniens unter Berücksichtigung der al-
banien-expedition 1961 des deutschen entomologischen institutes (lepidoptera:
Psychidae). Beitr. ent. (in press).

weidlich, M., 2013b: die bisexuelle Form von Dahlica triquetrella (hüBNeR, 1813),
erstmals in Ungarn und in der Slowakei nachgewiesen mit einem überblick ih-
rer  Gesamtverbreitung in europa (lepidoptera: Psychidae). – Microlepidop-
tera.hu (in press).

zerafa, M., sammut, p. & hättenschwiler, p., 2008: Luffia lapidella (Goeze, 1783),
a new bagworm moth for the Maltese islands (lepidoptera: Psychidae). Bull. en-
tomol. Soc. Malta 1: 51-54.

received / prejeto: 9. 7. 2013

Acta entomologica slovenica, 21 (2), 2013

168


