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Late Roman Črnomelj and Bela krajina 

Phil M A S O N 

Izv leček 

Č r n o m e l j j e m a j h n o m e s t o , ki se nahaja v s red i š ču B e l e 
kraj ine , na s k r a j n e m j u g o v z h o d n e m de lu S l o v e n i j e . N o v e j š a 
zaščitna izkopavanja v z g o d o v i n s k e m središču mesta so odkrila 
p o m e m b n e s l e d o v e p o z n o r i m s k e p o s e l i t v e , kar j e n o v a 
r a z s e ž n o s t v arheo log i j i m e s t a in odpr la m n o g a vprašanja o 
m e s t u s a m e m ter Be l i krajini kot pokraj ini v p o z n o r i m s k e m 
o b d o b j u . 

A b s t r a c t 

Č r n o m e l j is a smal l t o w n l o c a t e d at the c e n t r e of Be la 
krajina, t h e e x t r e m e s o u t h e a s t e r n part o f S l o v e n i a . R e c e n t 
r e s c u e e x c a v a t i o n in t h e h is tor ic t o w n c e n t r e has r e v e a l e d 
important traces o f Late R o m a n o c c u p a t i o n , which add a n e w 
d i m e n s i o n to the a r c h a e o l o g y o f the town and raise a n u m b e r 
o f q u e s t i o n s a b o u t the t o w n and the B e l a krajina reg ion as 
a w h o l e in the L a t e R o m a n p e r i o d . 

INTRODUCTION 

The Archaeological and Historical 
Background 

The historic town centre of Črnomel j is located 
on a meande r , fo rmed by the conf luence of the 
river Dobličica with the river Lahinja , a t r ibutary 
of the Kolpa. The modern town is medieval in 
origin and was first m e n t i o n e d in 1228, when 
Patr iarch Ber tho ld of Aquileia issued a decree , 
establishing a parish centered on the modern parish 
church of sv. Peter (Kos 1987, 52). The town was 
men t ioned several t imes as a marke t in the thir-
teenth and fou r t een th centur ies , a t ta ining town 
s ta tus somet ime in the f o u r t e e n t h or f i f t een th 
century (op. cit. 45-49). 

The archaeological evidence indicates that it 
was an early focus of se t t l ement . T h e r e are some 
Neoli thic or Eneol i th ic stray f inds, but the earli-
est evidence of occupation dates to the Late Bronze 
Age. The Urnfield flat cremation cemetery at Sadež 
on a ridge to the nor th of the town cent re closes 
off the app roaches to the town f rom this direc-
tion. It has largely been destroyed by recent housing 
development , but the few surviving graves are part 
of the Late Bronze Age Ljubl jana group and date 
to the 9th and 8th century B.C. (Dular 1979, 65-

100). Early I ron Age barrows, excavated in the 
last century, were located in Loka, to the south 
of the historic town centre (Dular 1983, 219-244). 

Roman settlement activity has been known since 
the 19th century in the Črnomel j a rea . A set t le-
ment was partly excavated on the Okl juk mean-
der in Loka in 1900. The brief repor t re fers to a 
bath complex. The associated cemetery was lo-
cated to the south of the se t t lement , beside the 
Črnomelj-Vinica road (Dular 1985, 60). Resistiv-
ity survey on the Okl juk site has ident i f ied fur -
ther architectural remains. It seems likely that the 
Okljuk site represents a small town (vicus) or villa 
complex. The numerous Roman tombstones, which 
were built into buildings in the historic town centre, 
probably derived f rom the above cemetery (op. 
cit. 56,57). 

The only archaeological activity in the historic 
town cen t re itself, pr ior to 1989, took place in 
1951. Rescue excavation during roadwork 's to the 
east of the Parish church uncovered five Early 
Slavic graves (10th-l 1th century) , which were cut 
into an Iron Age occupat ion layer (op. cit. 58). 
The his tor ic town cen t r e of Č r n o m e l j and its 
immeadia te environs were, thus, already known 
as a prehistor ic , Roman and Early Slavic sett le-
ment centre be fo re the cur ren t phase of rescue 
excavations. 
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Fig. 1: Č r n o m e l j : l o c a t i o n o f e x c a v a t e d a r e a s 
SI. 1: Č r n o m e l j : i z k o p a n i p r e d e l i . 



THE 1988-1997 EXCAVATIONS 

The his tor ic town cen t re re ta ins a basically 
medieval layout , a l though the major i ty of the 
buildings have been adap ted or re-buil t (Fig. 1). 
Thus, the potential for the preservation of archaeo-
logical remains in the historic town centre is very 
high. The increased intensity of development has 
led to an increase in rescue excavation with sur-
prising results. Three major excavations have been 
carried out since 1988 (Fig. 2). All have produced 
evidence of an impor tant Late Roman set t lement 
in the area of the historic town cent re . 

The Sv. Duh site 

The site is s i tuated on the edge of the historic 
town cent re (Fig. 2: 1). It is a late 15th century 

late Goth ic church and the su r rounding ter race 
on the sou theas te rn edge of the old town, over-
looking a crossing point of the river Dobličica. 
Trial excavat ion took place in 1988. This was 
followed by systematic rescue excavation, which 
began in June 1989 and continued with short pauses 
until May 1991, during which time the entire terrace 
and the inter ior of the church were excavated. 
This is an area of circa 400 m2 . The excavations 
revealed the existence of a Late Iron Age (LIA)/ 
Early R o m a n se t t lement , as well as uncovering 
an in te res t ing ceme te ry complex of the Ear ly 
M o d e r n per iod . However , the most surpr is ing 
discovery was that of part of an hi ther to unknown 
Late Roman se t t lement complex, bur ied under 
the late medieval t e r race fills and benea th the 
late Gothic church (Insert 1). This se t t lement was 
well preserved and can be divided into five main 
phases. 

Fig. 2: Plan o f e x c a v a t i o n s , s h o w i n g Late R o m a n s t ruc tures at 1: Sv. D u h ; 2: Pas tora ln i c e n t e r ; 3: Lahinja River E d g e C o m p l e x , 
C o b b l e d s u r f a c e and c e m e t e r y . 
SI. 2: Načr t i z k o p a v a n j s p r i k a z o m p o z n o a n t i č n i h s truktur 1: Sv. D u h ; 2: Pas tora ln i c e n t e r ; 3: N a j d i š č e na bregu reke L a h i n j e . 



Fig. 3: Č r n o m e l j - Sv. D u h : the L a t e R o m a n a p s e ( f r o m t h e 
eas t ) . 
SI. 3: Črnomelj - Sv. Duh: poznoantična apsida (pogled z vzhoda) . 

The first phase is r ep resen ted by a mor t a r ed 
s tone defensive wall, 1.66 m wide, surviving to a 
height of 2.01 m. The wall runs for 15.75 m in a 
W-E direct ion to a round tower, s t ruc ture 571, 
on the sou theas te rn corner . H e r e the wall turns 

Fig. 4: Črnomel j - Sv. D u h : mosa ic fragment in the southeas tern 
c o r n e r o f the L a t e R o m a n c h u r c h nave . D i m e n s i o n s : 1.35 x 
1.10 m. 
SI. 4: Č r n o m e l j - Sv. D u h : f r a g m e n t m o z a i k a v j u g o v z h o d n e m 
vogalu p o z n o a n t i č n e cerkvene ladje. D imenz i j e : 1,35 x 1,11) m. 

at a r ightangle and runs S-N for a f u r t h e r 11.25 
m benea th the presbytery of the s tanding church, 
finally disappearing under the adjacent house. The 
en t rance to the tower was f rom the inter ior of 
the se t t l ement , the excavated part of which lies 
inside the church. The tower has surviving dimen-
sions of 5.92 x 3.40 m and in this phase had a 
bea ten clay and gravel f loor on a 0.42 m deep fill 
layer. An hear th was located to the east of the 
en t rance . The ground fell off steeply to the south 
east of the tower .The a rea immeadia te ly outs ide 
the for t i f ica t ions on the south was sur faced with 
gravel, as was the area immeadia te ly behind the 
walls. 

A small Early Chris t ian church was partially 
preserved at the wes tern end of the site, inside 
the s tanding church, the cons t ruc t ion of which 
des t royed most of it. Only the semicircular apse 
and the dividing wall be tween the apse and the 
nave survived (Fig. 3). The nave had been at least 
partially covered with a mosaic pavement , which 
has been da ted to the early or mid 5th century 

Fig. S: Črnomel j - Sv. Duh: mosa ic fragment in the northeastern 
c o r n e r o f the L a t e R o m a n c h u r c h nave . D i m e n s i o n s : 1.00 x 
0.80 m 
SI. 5: Črnomel j - Sv. Duh: fragment mozaika v severnovzhodnem 
vogalu p o z n o a n t i č n e cerkvene ladje. D imenz i je : 1.0(1 x 0 ,80 m. 



Fig. 6: Č r n o m e l j - Sv. D u h : the L a t e R o m a n s tructures ins ide 
the s t a n d i n g church ( f r o m the w e s t ) . 
SI. 6: Črnomelj - Sv. Duh: poznoantični objekti znotraj obstoječe 
cerkve ( p o g l e d z z a h o d a ) . 

Fig. 7: Č r n o m e l j - Sv. D u h : p h a s e 3 recons truc t ion in the Late 
R o m a n round t o w e r ( 5 7 1 ) inter ior . 
SI. 7: Črnomel j - Sv. Duh: 3. rekonstrukcijska faza v notranjosti 
p o z n o a n t i č n e g a o k r o g l e g a s to lpa ( 5 7 1 ) . 

(Fig. 4, 5) (Djur ič pers. com.). The area of the 
interior between the church and the defensive wall 
was consol idated with a gravel surface (0.05 m 
deep) . An occupat ion or rubbish layer (0.15 m 
deep) began to build up on this surface. 

The second phase represen ts cont inued use of 
the same structures. The second floor in the tower 
571 was laid directly over the primary occupat ion 
deposi t and the posit ion of the hear th shif ted, so 
that it was directly opposi te the en t rance . Depo-
sition also cont inued on the in te r -s t ruc ture sur-
face, but cannot be dist inguished f rom the previ-
ous phase. A more complex sequence of surfaces 
and occupation deposits were present in the south-
eastern interior against the defensive wall. The re 
were three separa te surfaces and th ree occupa-
tion deposits, which are indicative of intensive use 
of the access to the corner tower. 

The third phase represents a reconstruct ion of 
the site. The sou theas te rn corner of the for t i f i -
cations was reorganized. A large rectangular struc-
ture of mortared stone, 679, was built in the south-
eas tern angle of the wall, closing off the corner 
behind the round tower (Fig. 6). Its internal di-
mensions were 6.20 x 4.30 m. Two pos tholes for 
scaffolding were cut into this layer were cut into 
the last p re -s t ruc ture occupat ion layer, the com-
pacted surface of which was used as a f loor a f t e r 
the pos tholes were backfi l led. A hear th was built 
in the cent re of the s t ructure . The en t rance to 
this s t ruc ture seems to have been in southwest-
ern corner , against the defensive wall. The en-
t rance to the tower was blocked, suggesting that 
en t rance to the tower was no longer at g round 
level, a l though there is no clear evidence as to 
whe ther or not 679 had several f loors . The rec-
tangular s t ruc ture seems to have been an inte-

rior tower, re inforcing the sou theas te rn corner 
of the defenses . 

A fu r the r resident ial s t ructure , 678, was built 
to the nor th of 679, abut t ing both it and the de-
fensive wall. Its internal d imensions are unclear , 
because it extended outs ide the s tanding church, 
a l though its d imensions were at least 4.75 x 3.95 
m. The primary non-structural surface was leveled 
with an additional gravel layer against the defensive 
wall to create a single level f loor with a hear th in 
the southeas te rn corner . Later , medieval activity 
prec luded de te rmina t ion of the location of the 
en t rance to the s t ruc ture , which seems to have 
had a residential func t ion . 

The floor of the round tower 571 was also raised 
with a rubble and fill layer (0.33 m deep) (Fig. 7), 
which covered two backfi l led postholes , similar 
to those in structure 679. This makeup layer partially 
covers the blocked entrance. The contemporaneity 
of these building activities are clearly documented 
by the strat igraphy and the ceramic finds. A wide 
range of imported ceramics was found in this phase, 
which will be discussed below. However, the pre-
liminary date of this phase is the first half of the 
6th century. The marginal s tatus of this part of 
the site dur ing the reconst ruct ion phase is best 
i l lustrated by the location of two infant burials, 
one in the make-up layer in the round tower and 
the other in the new surface on the southern exterior 
of the wall. 

T h e four th phase represen ts the use of these 
new s t ructures , the tower and the church. The 
first pos t - recons t ruc t ion floor in the tower had 
an associa ted hea r th and a clearly res ident ia l 
func t ion (occupat ion layer). The second and fi-
nal f loor had no associated hear th and was clean. 
Both s t ruc tu res 678 and 679 had hea r th s and 



Fig. 8: Č r n o m e l j - Pas tora ln i c e n t e r : g e n e r a l v i e w o f the s i te 
a f t e r e x c a v a t i o n - t h e L a t e R o m a n d e f e n s i v e wal l a n d 
rec tangu lar t o w e r are in the f o r e g r o u n d . 
SI. 8: Č r n o m e l j - Pas tora ln i center : ce lov i t p o g l e d na najd i šče 
p o i z k o p a v a n j i h - v o s p r e d j u sta p o z n o a n t i č n i o b r a m b n i zid 
in p r a v o k o t n i s to lp . 

Fig. 9: Č r n o m e l j - Pas tora ln i c e n t e r : the in ter ior o f the L a t e 
R o m a n rec tangu lar tower . 
SI. 9: Č r n o m e l j - Pastoralni center: notranjost p o z n o a n t i č n e g a 
p r a v o k o t n e g a s to lpa . 

occupa t ion layers over gravel f loors , but were 
relatively poor in finds. This absence of f inds can 
be explained by the presence of a deep rubbish 
or midden deposit outside the walls, on ei ther side 
of the r o u n d tower . This c o n t a i n e d r a re , but 
impor tan t impor ted ceramics, a long with a wide 
range of local coarse wares, which are also present 
in the o the r phases of the site. 

Phase five is the des t ruct ion of the site. This is 
clearly visible in the remains of burnt beams and 
charcoal layer over the mosaic in the church, on 
the final f loor in the tower and on the exter ior 
midden deposi t . The associated f ine ware gives a 
des t ruct ion date in the late 6th/early 7th century. 
A final d ramat ic touch is provided by a t r i lobate 
a r rowhead that was found on the surface of the 
midden. It is associated with the destruct ion layer 
and was probably used in the final a t tack on the 
defenses . 

The Pastoralni center site 

The Pastoralni cen te r (Pastoral cen t re ) site is 
located 30 m to the nor th of the Sv. Dull site (Fig. 
2: 2). The site is also s i tuated on the edge of the 
historic town centre . It is comprises two adjacent 
medieval building plots, extending from the modern 
street to the line of the medieval town wall, over-
looking the narrow f loodpla in of the deeply in-
cised river Lahin ja . Systematic excavation began 
in advance of cons t ruc t ion work in 1995 and con-
t inued in 1996, dur ing which t ime an area of 225 
m2 was excavated. T h e site was largely occupied 
by late medieval s t ruc tures and defensive walls, 

but a significant amount of Late Roman stratigraphy 
was also documented (Insert 2). Three main phases 
can be dist inguished, which directly cor respond 
to the first three phases on the Sv. Duh site. 

The first phase here is distinguished by a mortared 
s tone defensive wall, 1.80 m wide, surviving to a 
height of 1.00 m, in the eas tern part of the site. 
The wall runs for 14.75 m in an S-N direct ion, 
finally d isappear ing unde r the rectory. A rectan-
gular tower, 5.10 x 3.50 m, butts the eastern, outer 
f ron t of the defensive wall (Fig. 8, 9). The inter-
nal d imensions of the tower are 3.50 x 2.80 m. It 
conta ined six distinct fill layers ( total dep th 0.70 
m). The uppe r surface of the final fill was com-
pacted and evidently served as a floor in the struc-
ture , a l though the lack of an occupat ion deposi t 
and a hear th suggest that the tower did not serve 
a habi ta t ion func t ion in this phase. The area in 
f ront of the tower and defensive wall was cob-
bled prior to construct ion and then raised to form 
a glacis (0.90 m). These layers conta ined mate-
rial comparab le to that in the pr imary fill of the 
round tower 571. The a rea immeadia te ly behind 
the wall was surfaced with a compact gravel layer. 
Th i s r e p r e s e n t s a 6 m wide c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
immeadia te ly inside the defensive wall, match-
ing the similar surface on the Sv. Dull site. 

The central part of the site was entirely de-
stroyed by late medieval activity, but an area of 
Late Roman occupat ion deposits remained intact 
in the western part of the site. This area was 10 
m in length and 2.50 m in width, although it reached 
a maximum width of 4.50 m in the sou thern part 
of the site. It was complete ly separa ted f rom the 
ea s t e rn par t of the si te and the La t e R o m a n 
defensive wall by a late medieval cellar. The ini-
tial phase in this part of the site consists of a drainage 



Fig. 10: Črnomel j - Pastoralni center: the Late R o m a n drainage 
s y s t e m in the w e s t e r n part o f the s i te . 
SI. 10: Črnomel j - Pastoralni center: poznoant ičn i kanalizacijski 
s i s t e m v z a h o d n e m d e l u najdišča . 

system, 6.00 m west of the defensive wall (Fig. 
10). It is composed of two parallel channels and 
a number of sumps, which dra ined into a large 
sump in the southwest . The homogenous na tu re 
of the pr imary fill (0.24 m deep) in this sump and 
dra inage system suggests that the dra inage sys-
tem was not main ta ined a f te r cons t ruc t ion . No 
structural remains were associated with this drainage 
system, but the lack of such remains be tween it 
and the wall suggests that it served s t ruc tures to 
the west, under the modern street . Both sites give 
evidence of a clear zone immeadia te ly inside the 
walls in the first phase. 

The second phase is only present in the west-
ern par t of the site. The upper surface of the fill 
in the sump and the dra inage system was com-
pact and seems to have been used as a f loor sur-
face. An hearth was associated with this floor. This 
was covered by a 0.20 m deep organic-rich occu-
pation deposit, which contained discontinuous ash 
lenses, l imestone f r agment s and daub. A second 
hear th was located on the compac ted sur face of 
this layer. These layers indicate the presence of 
a s t ruc ture or s t ruc tures above or near the dis-
used drainage system in the second phase. No struc-
tural remains were found and no relationship with 
the defensive wall or tower can be es tabl ished. It 
is, however, broadly con tempora ry with the silt-
ing/occupation deposits between the defensive wall 
and the church on the Sv. Duh site. 

The third and final Late Roman phase on the 
Pastoralni cen te r site is con tempora ry with the 
reconst ruct ion phase at Sv. Dull. Two postholes , 
which were later backfi l led, cut the first phase 
f loor in the rec tangular tower. The presence of 
such fea tures on both sites can be connected with 
general repairs to the defenses . The ear l ier f loor 

was then resur faced with clean gravel. The pres-
ence of a t runcated occupat ion deposit above this 
suggests that the tower may now have had a dwelling 
function. The putative habitation zone in the western 
par t of the site was raised and leveled with an 
homogenous fill layer (0.20 m deep), which is similar 
in structure and finds to the fill in the round corner 
tower (571). This layer has also been observed in 
watermain trenches in the modern street. Analogies 
with the Sv. D u h site suggest that this layer had 
a similar function. It probably raised the floor level 
in a s tanding building, which has been completely 
destroyed by later activity. All later La te R o m a n 
occupat ion phases on the Pastoralni center site 
were des t royed by late medieval building activ-
ity, except for the t runca ted occupat ion deposi t 
in the r ec t angu la r tower . In spi te of this, the 
s t ra t igraphy and associated mater ia l conf i rm the 
existence of a general p lanned reorganiza t ion of 
at least the sou theas te rn par t of the se t t lement . 

The Lahinja River Edge Complex 

The Lahin ja river edge complex is located on 
the narrow flat r iverside and slope area on the 
eastern side of the meander, occupied by the historic 
town cent re (Fig. 2: 3). An archaeological evalu-
ation was under t aken in October 1995, pr ior to 
main dra inage pipel ine construct ion. Rescue ex-
cavation began in advance of construct ion in May 
1996 and cont inued until May 1997. The 305.25 
m2 excavated area p roduced evidence of medi-
eval, Late Roman and Iron Age exploi tat ion of 
the riverside, as well as a number of palaeochannels. 
A fo l low-up watch ing brief took place dur ing 
construct ion f rom Sep tember to November 1997, 
providing fu r the r valuable in format ion on occu-
pat ion in this area. T h e mater ia l f rom the site 
has not been fully analyzed, but some prelimi-
nary informat ion on the Late Roman phase will 
be given here . No a t t empt will be made to dis-
cuss the Iron Age and medieval phases or the 
pa laeoenv i ronmenta l da ta . 

The riverside area was not a se t t lement zone 
in the Late Roman per iod , a l though it was an 
integral part of the for t i f ied se t t lement . The pri-
mary activity in this a rea is r ep resen ted by a dis-
c o n t i n u o u s cobb led su r f ace over de l ibe ra te ly 
consol idated areas of the silted pa laeochanne l . 
This phase is difficult to date , the majori ty of the 
finds being relict Iron Age ceramics and some Early 
Roman material. The 0.50 m deep prolluvial layer, 
above this surface, indicates a relatively long period 
of disuse, so it may in fact date to the middle Roman 



Fig. 11: Č r n o m e l j - Lahinja R i v e r E d g e C o m p l e x : t h e L a t e 
R o m a n c o b b l e d s u r f a c e . 
SI. 11: Črnomel j - Najdišče na bregu reke Lahinje: poznoant ična 
t l a k o v a n a p o v r š i n a . 

per iod (3rd-4th century) . It is more likely that it 
is connec ted with the founda t ion of the for t i f ied 
se t t l ement in the late 4th or early 5th century. 
The third and most intensive Late R o m a n phase 
is r ep re sen ted by the 0.30 m deep clay make-up 
layer and the 0.15 m thick cobbled sur face over 
the flat r iverside a rea (Fig. 11). This surface is at 
least 9 m wide and extends for a dis tance of c. 
300 m. The cobbled surface evidently ex tended 
to the river edge. The f inds f r o m the make -up 
layer below the sur face are similar or even iden-
tical to those f rom the third, reconstruct ion phase 
on the Sv. Duh site and the Pastoralni center (see 
below). The extensive cobbled surface, the re fore , 
da tes to the first half of the 6th century. It prob-
ably fulf i l led a variety of funct ions . It may have 
served as an ex t ramura l communica t ion , but the 
relatively limited extent suggests that it was probably 
a landing area for river t raff ic , presumably lead-
ing to an as yet und i scovered e n t r a n c e in the 
defensive wall. 

The southern part of the cobbled area was used 
as a cemetery (Fig. 12). It has not been completely 
excavated, but a p p e a r s to cover a larger a rea , 
extending up the slope below the defensive wall. 
Twenty-seven flat inhumat ions were excavated, in 
th ree nor th - sou th rows, which cut the cobbled 
surface. The majori ty of the graves were or ien ted 
west-east , a l though three were or ien ted nor th-
south and one sou th-nor th . T h e burials comprise 
both child and adult individuals, a l though physi-
cal an thropologica l analysis is not yet comple te . 
There is no evidence of grave markers, but is likely 
that these existed, because of the evident care 
t a k e n to avoid ear ly bur i a l s . T h e a n o m a l o u s 
or ien ta t ions were probably the result of a t t empts 
to fit graves be tween existing rows. T h e graves 

themselves were usually simple sub-rec tangular 
pits, but two had partially s tone- l ined sides. Car-
bonised wooden planks were found in four graves 
and were found both above and below the skel-
etons. They seem to have been par t of wooden 
coffins, r a the r than par t of a pyre in the grave. 
T h e exis tence of w o o d e n coff ins , r a t h e r than 
in te rment in a winding sheet , is re inforced by the 
posi t ion of some bones , par t icular ly skulls, f ibu-
lae in pate l lae , which seem to have sl ipped out 
of position af ter burial. Some of the deceased were 
c lothed, when bur ied , as is shown by the pres-
ence of dress accou t r emen t s and persona l orna-
ments (armrings and glass bead necklaces) in four 
graves. The na tu re of the burials and the sparse 
grave goods po in t to a c e m e t e r y of the local 
romanised popula t ion associated with the sett le-
ment . It is similar in location and s t ructure to the 
K r a n j - L a j h cemete ry (S tare 1980; Knif ic pers . 
comm.; Sagadin, pers . comm.) . 

The cemetery was clearly in use dur ing phase 
4 (6th cen tury) . T h e graves cut and t h e r e f o r e 
pos tda te the cobbled surface , which can be se-
curely assigned to phase 3 on the basis of the 
associated ceramic assemblage (see below). The 
single piece of metalwork f rom the surface, a silver 
belt buckle (PL 5: 8), can be dated to the 6th century 
(Ciglenečki 1994,247; t. 10b: 3; Knific, pers. comm.). 
However , the few grave goods are typologically 
ear l ier . The bronze p e n a n n u l a r or omega f ibula 
with iron pin (PI. 5: 9) f rom grave 23 is da ted to 
the late 4th century or first half of the 5th cen-
tury in the typological chronology (Sokol 1994, 
202,203, t. 1: 4-8), whilst the bronze armrings (PL 
5: 1-4) f rom grave 20 are da ted to the 4th cen-
tury (Budja 1979, 245). T h e o the r grave goods 
( three glass bead necklaces: PI. 5: 5-7) can not 
be closely da ted within the La te R o m a n per iod. 
This p resen ts a n u m b e r of problems, when one 
considers the fact that most of the metalwork from 
the occupat ion layers on the Sv. Duh site and the 
Pastoralni cen te r site is also da ted to the 3rd and 
4th centur ies , or even to the 1st century and the 
Late Iron Age. A similar problem with the coin-
age has also been noted (see below). 

The cemetery is evidently 6th century or later , 
but the grave goods a re typologically ear l ier . So 
far there is no evidence of so-called G e r m a n i c 
(Ost rogoth ic or L o m b a r d ) burials, such as those 
in Kranj-Lajh (Stare 1980) or Rifnik (Bolta 1981), 
a l though the small sample size does not prec lude 
the existence of such burials on the site. At the 
very least, the available burial sample suggests 
that there is a s t rong hei r loom factor in opera-
tion, a fact that may have a bear ing on the dat ing 



Fig. 12: Č r n o m e l j - Lahinja River E d g e C o m p l e x : c e m e t e r y . 
SI. 12: Č r n o m e l j - N a j d i š č e na bregu reke Lahinje : g r o b i š č e . 



of o the r La te R o m a n cemeter ies . However , it is 
also possible that this is a de l ibera te a t t empt by 
the popula t ion , using the cemetery , to emphasize 
their R o m a n identi ty, to the extent of employing 
earl ier unequivocally R o m a n dress accessories in 
the burial r i tual . T h e r e is no reason to suppose 
that they did not have knowledge of, or access to 
c o n t e m p o r a r y m e t a l w o r k fo rms , because they 
evidently had access to impor ted ceramics. The 
f r e q u e n t occur rence of b ronze casting waste in-
dicates that a con t empora ry bronzesmi th ing in-
dustry was also in ope ra t ion , which suggests that 
o r n a m e n t p roduc t ion was well within the capa-
bilities of the local c ra f t smen at this t ime. What -
ever the r eason , the popu l a t i on bur ied in the 
cemetery beside the Lah in ja displays a marked 
conservat ism in the select ion of meta lwork for 
dress e l ements used as grave goods. 

The cobbled sur face and the cemetery were 
covered by a post Roman and pre-15th century 
colluvial layer (0.10-0.50 m thick) and a partially 
gleyed alluvial layer (0.15 m thick), which lies directly 
above the Late Roman cobbled surface and merges 
with the gleyed silty clays in the former river channel. 
T h e c o b b l e d s u r f a c e is c o m p l e t e l y d e s t r o y e d 
medieval and post -medieval activity on the base 
of the slope in the west. 

C A T A L O G U E 

A b b r e v i a t i o n s : 

D — d i a m e t e r 
h = he ight 
L, 1 = l e n g t h 
th = t h i c k n e s s 
w = width 
s.f . = s p e c i a l f ind 

Plate 1 

1. B a s e o f Mid R o m a n A m p h o r a 1 ( M R A I). 
T h e fabr ic c o r e is r edd i sh y e l l o w ( 1 0 Y R 6 /6 ) , whi ls t the 

inter ior and ex ter ior are reddish y e l l o w ( 1 0 Y R 6/8) . It is hard 
and s m o o t h with m o d e r a t e m i c a i n c l u s i o n s . T h e r e are t r a c e s 
o f a r e d d i s h y e l l o w ( 7 . 5 Y R 7 /6 ) s l ip or c o a t i n g o n the e x t e -
rior. D: 12.2 c m ; th: 0 .8 cm; h: ? 

Pas tora ln i c e n t e r 1995; S o n d a 2; c o n t e x t : 084; q u a d r a n t : 
06 . 

2. R im of A f r i c a n a m p h o r a form Kcay LVIII or LXII A. 
T h e fabr ic is red ( 2 . 5 Y R 5 /6 ) with redd i sh brown ( 2 . 5 Y R 

3/1) mott l ing due to secondary burning. It is rough with moderate 
m i c a and sparse w h i t e l i m e s t o n e inc lus ions . T h e r e are t races 
o f a l ight redd i sh b r o w n ( 5 Y R 6 /3 ) s l ip or c o a t i n g o n the 
ex ter ior . D: 13.9 c m ; th: 1.9 cm; h: ? 

Sv. D u h 1990; c o n t e x t : 177; quadrant : 201 . 

3. R i m of A f r i c a n a m p h o r a form K e a y LVIII or L X I I A . 
T h e fabr ic is r edd i sh y e l l o w ( 5 Y R 6 /8) , hard and dusty 

wi th m o d e r a t e mica , s p a r s e l i m e s t o n e and black grit inc lu-
s ions . T h e r e are t races o f a light b r o w n ( 7 . 5 Y R 6 / 4 ) s l ip or 
c o a t i n g on the ex ter ior . Traces o f s e c o n d a r y burn ing present . 
D: 16.9 cm; th: 2 .5 cm; h: ? 

Sv. D u h 1990; c o n t e x t : 177; quadrant : 239 . 
4. H a n d l e s tub and s h o u l d e r of A f r i c a n a m p h o r a . 
T h e fabric is y e l l o w i s h red ( 5 Y R 5 /6) , hard and dusty with 

m o d e r a t e mica , sparse l i m e s t o n e and b lack grit inc lus ions . 
T h e r e is a p ink i sh w h i t e ( 7 . 5 Y R 8 /2 ) s l ip or c o a t i n g o n the 
ex ter ior . Traces o f s e c o n d a r y b u r n i n g p r e s e n t . D: ?; th: 0 .9 
cm; h: ? 

Sv. D u h 1990; Prof i l 3 - c l e a n i n g . 
5. H a n d l e and n e c k o f A f r i c a n a m p h o r a . 
T h e fabr ic is r edd i sh b r o w n ( 5 Y R 5 / 4 ) , hard and dusty 

with m o d e r a t e mica and s p a r s e w h i t e l i m e s t o n e i n c l u s i o n s . 
T h e r e is a p ink i sh w h i t e ( 7 . 5 Y R 8 /2) s l ip or c o a t i n g o n the 
ex ter ior . Traces o f s e c o n d a r y burn ing p r e s e n t . D: ?; th: 0 .7 
c m ; h: ? 

Sv. D u h 1990; c o n t e x t : 177; quadrant : 222 . 
6. H a n d l e o f A f r i c a n a m p h o r a . 
T h e fabr ic is r edd i sh y e l l o w ( 5 Y R 6 /6 ) , hard and r o u g h 

with m o d e r a t e mica and w h i t e l i m e s t o n e inc lus ions . T h e r e 
is a very pa le brown ( 1 0 Y R 8 /2) slip or c o a t i n g over the extant 
h a n d l e sur face . D: ?; th: 4 .7 cm; h: ? 

Sv. D u h 1990; c o n t e x t : 177; quadrant : 219. 
7. H a n d l e and neck o f A f r i c a n a m p h o r a . 
T h e fabr ic is r edd i sh y e l l o w ( 5 Y R 6 /6 ) with grey ( 1 0 Y R 

5 /1 ) m o t t l i n g f r o m s e c o n d a r y burn ing . It is hard and dusty 
with m o d e r a t e mica, w h i t e l i m e s t o n e and dark grit inc lus ions . 
T h e r e are traces of a very pale brown ( 1 0 Y R 8/2) slip or coat ing 
o n the ex ter ior . D ( n e c k ) : 9 .8 cm; th: 0 .9 cm; h: ? 

Sv. D u h 1990; c o n t e x t : 177; quadrant : 221 , 222. 
8. L a t e R o m a n a m p h o r a Keay form X X V I G ( r e l a t e d ) . 
T h e fabric has a dark greyish brown c o r e ( 1 0 Y R 4 /2 ) , l ight 

b r o w n ( 7 . 5 Y R 6 /4 ) in ter ior and redd i sh y e l l o w ( 5 Y R 6 /6 ) 
ex ter ior . It is hard , gritty and dusty wi th sparse mica , w h i t e 
l i m e s t o n e and dark grit i n c l u s i o n s . T h e e x t e r i o r b e a r s t races 
o f a very pa l e b r o w n ( 1 0 Y 8 /2 ) s l ip or c o a t i n g . D: 12.3 cm; 
th: 0 . 4 cm; h: 3 1 . 2 c m ( e x t a n t ) 

Sv. D u h 1990; c o n t e x t : 160; quadrant : 265 
Sv. D u h 1991; c o n t e x t : 732; quadrant : 412 , 4 1 3 , 4 2 5 , 4 2 6 . 

Plate 2 

1. L a t e R o m a n A m p h o r a 1. 
T h e fabric is p a l e y e l l o w ( 5 Y 8 /4 ) , hard and sandy with 

w h i t e l i m e s t o n e and b lack grit inc lus ions . D: 32 cm; th: 0 .6 
cm; h: 6 0 . 2 c m 

Sv. D u h 1990; c o n t e x t : 155; q u a d r a n t : 198; 
c o n t e x t : 159; q u a d r a n t : 198, 2 0 0 , 2 1 1 , 2 1 2 , 
222 , 234 , 235 , 245; 
c o n t e x t : 157; quadrant : 221. 

Sv. Dul l 1991; c o n t e x t : 724; quadrant : 479; 
c o n t e x t : 732; quadrant : 424; 
c o n t e x t : 733; quadrant : 441 , 4 4 3 . 

2. S h o u l d e r o f L a t e R o m a n A m p h o r a 2 ( l . R A 2) . 
T h e fabr ic has a redd i sh y e l l o w ( S Y R 6 /6 ) c o r e and inte-

rior, whilst the ex ter ior is pa l e brown ( 1 0 Y R 6 /3 ) to very pa le 
brown ( 1 0 Y R 7/4) . 11 is hard, f ine g r a i n e d and s l ight ly dusty 
with m o d e r a t e f ine whi te l i m e s t o n e inc lus ions and sparse mica 
and dark grit inc lus ions . T h e s h o u l d e r is d e c o r a t e d with d e e p 
h o r i z o n t a l g r o o v i n g . D: 5 2 . 2 c m ( e x t a n t ) ; th: 0 .4 c m ; h: ? 

Sv. Dul l 1991; c o n t e x t : 715; quadrant : 456 . 
3. N e c k sherd o f L a t e R o m a n A m p h o r a 3. 
T h e fabr ic is r edd i sh brown ( 5 Y R 4 / 4 ) , pos s ib ly as a re-

sult o f s e c o n d a r y burn ing , hard and s m o o t h wi th f r e q u e n t 



mica inclusions . P inched appl ied cordon decorat ion . D (neck): 
7 .9 cm; th: 0 .4 cm; h: ? 

Pas tora ln i c e n t e r ; S o n d a : 4; con tex t : 063; quadrant : 02. 
4. Rim, h a n d l e b a s e and s h o u l d e r o f Late R o m a n A m p h o r a 

4. 
T h e fabr ic is s t rong b r o w n ( 7 . 5 Y R 5 /6 ) , hard and sandy 

wi th sparse w h i t e l i m e s t o n e and s u b a n g u l a r quartz i t e inc lu-
s ions . Clay a c c r e t i o n s b e l o w rim, d e e p h o r i z o n t a l g r o o v i n g 
at h a n d l e b a s e . D: 26 cm; th: 0 .8 cm; h: ? 

Sv. D u h 1990; c o n t e x t : 004; stray f ind . 
Sv. Dul l 1991; con tex t : 134; quadrant : 377. 

Plate 3 

1. R im of g l a z e d ware d ish . 
T h e fabr ic is r edd i sh y e l l o w ( 5 Y R 6 /8 ) , hard and s m o o t h 

with sparse mica and c o a r s e s u b a n g u l a r quartz i t e inc lus ions . 
T h e u n d e r s i d e o f the rim and the o u t e r face of t h e lip w e r e 
p a i n t e d y e l l o w i s h red ( 5 Y R 5 /6) prior to g laz ing . T h e s t rong 
b r o w n ( 7 . 5 Y R 5 /8 ) g l a z e c o v e r s the u p p e r rim s u r f a c e and 
s p r e a d s u n e v e n l y o n t o the o u t e r lip face . U p p e r lip s ca l loped , 
u p p e r rim s u r f a c e r o u l l e t t e d . D: 15.7 cm; th: 0 .5 cm; h: ? 

Pas tora ln i c e n t e r ; S o n d a : 14; con tex t : 224; quadrant : 17. 
2. R im of i m i t a t i o n A R S W f o r m 7 2 / 7 3 / 7 4 / 7 5 / 7 6 dish. 
T h e fabr ic is r edd i sh y e l l o w ( 5 Y R 7 /6 ) , hard and s l ight ly 

gritty with sparse white l imestone, red concret ion and subangular 
quar tz i t e i n c l u s i o n s . A matt red ( 2 . 5 Y R 5 /8 ) s l ip c o v e r s the 
u p p e r rim, in ter ior and the lip, e x t e n d i n g u n e v e n l y and as 
s p o t s o n t o the u n d e r s i d e of the bowl . Two transverse n o t c h e s 
o n the u p p e r lip e d g e . D: 14 cm; th: 0 .4 cm; h: ? 

Pas tora ln i c e n t e r 1995; S o n d a : 7; c o n t e x t : 084; quadrant : 
2 . 

3. R im of A R S W form 6 0 / 8 7 bowl . 
T h e fabr ic is red ( 2 . 5 Y R 5 /8 ) hard and f ine g r a i n e d with 

s p a r s e mica and f ine w h i t e l i m e s t o n e i n c l u s i o n s ( H a y e s fab-
ric D 1 ) . T h e in ter ior and ex ter ior are c o v e r e d by a lus t rous 
red ( 2 . 5 Y R 5 / 8 ) s l ip, wh ich is s o m e w h a t u n e v e n l y a p p l i e d 
o n the rim ex ter ior . D: 32 .8 cm; th: 0 .4 cm; h: ? 

Pas tora ln i c e n t e r 1995; S o n d a : 7; con tex t : 084; quadrant : 
4. 

4. R im of A R S W form 76 dish. 
T h e fabr ic is red ( 2 . 5 Y R 5 /8) hard and f ine g r a i n e d with 

sparse m i c a and f i n e w h i t e l i m e s t o n e i n c l u s i o n s ( H a y e s fab-
ric D l ) . T h e in ter ior and ex ter ior are c o v e r e d e v e n l y by a 
lus t rous red ( 2 . 5 Y R 5 / 8 ) sl ip. Traces o f s e c o n d a r y burning 
o n both sur faces . D: 32 cm; th: 0 .7 cm; h: ? 

Pas tora ln i c e n t e r 1995; S o n d a : 4; con tex t : 064 . 
5. R im of A f r i c a n c o o k i n g ves se l ( f o r m u n k n o w n ) 
T h e fabric is y e l l o w i s h red ( 5 Y R 5 /8 ) , hard, sandy and 

dusty with f r e q u e n t subangular quarz i te inc lus ions and sparse 
w h i t e l i m e s t o n e and mica inc lus ions . It is u n s l i p p e d . D (r im): 
20 .2 cm; th: 0 .5 cm; h: ? 

Pastoraln i c e n t e r 1995, S o n d a 4; con tex t : 064 . 

Plate 4 

1. R im and body sherd o f A R S W form 6 7 / 6 8 large bowl . 
T h e fabric is red ( 2 . 5 Y R 5 /8 ) hard and f ine g r a i n e d with 

sparse mica and f ine w h i t e l i m e s t o n e i n c l u s i o n s ( H a y e s fab-
ric D l ) . T h e r e are t races o f a lus trous red ( 2 . 5 Y R 5 /8 ) s l ip 
on the in ter ior and ex ter ior . I) ( r im): 23 .2 cm; th: 0 .6 cm; h: 
't 

Lahin ja R iver E d g e C o m p l e x ; S o n d a : 2; c o n t e x t : 005 ; 
q u a d r a n t : 12. 

2. Lip and rim sherd o f A R S W form 73 smal l bowl . 
T h e fabric is red ( 2 . 5 Y R 5 /8 ) hard and f ine g r a i n e d with 

sparse mica and f ine w h i t e l i m e s t o n e i n c l u s i o n s ( H a y e s fab-

ric D l ) . T h e r e are t races a lus trous red ( 2 . 5 Y R 5 /8 ) s l ip o n 
the in ter ior and exter ior . Smal l g r o u p o f t h r e e n o t c h e s o n 
u p p e r e d g e o f lip. D (r im): 15 .8 cm; th: 0 .4 cm; h: ? 

Lahinja River Edge Complex; Sonda: 6; context: 053 (eastern 
s e c t i o n ) . 

3. R i m and b o d y sherd o f A R S W f o r m 85 B smal l bowl . 
T h e fabr ic is red ( 2 . 5 Y R 5 /8 ) m e d i u m and f i n e g r a i n e d 

with sparse mica inc lus ions ( H a y e s fabric D l ) . T h e r e are traces 
of a matt red ( 2 . 5 Y R 5 /8 ) s l ip o n the inter ior and exter ior . 
F e a t h e r r o u l e t t i n g o n body , t w o g r o o v e s on rim. D (r im): 
11.8 cm; th: 0 .3 cm; h: ? 

Lah in ja R i v e r E d g e C o m p l e x ; S o n d a : 5; c o n t e x t : 089 ; 
quadrant : 60. 

4. R i m and b o d y s h e r d s o f A R S W f o r m 85 B smal l bowl . 
T h e fabr ic is red ( 2 . 5 Y R 5 /8 ) m e d i u m and f i n e g r a i n e d 

with sparse mica i n c l u s i o n s ( H a y e s fabr ic D l ) . T h e r e is a 
lu s t rous red ( 2 . 5 Y R 5 / 8 ) s l ip o n the in ter ior and exter ior . 
F e a t h e r r o u l e t t i n g o n body , t w o g r o o v e s o n rim. F o o t / b a s e 
not ex tant . D (r im): 10.6 cm; th: 0 .4 cm; h: ? 

Sv. D u h 1990; c o n t e x t : 159; quadrant : 201 , 245 . 
Sv. D u h 1991; c o n t e x t : 7 2 3 / 7 3 2 ; s tay f ind; 

c o n t e x t : 741; quadrant : 4 4 4 . 
5. B a s e of L R C f o r m b o w l ( f o r m u n k n o w n ) . 
T h e fabr ic is red ( 2 . 5 Y R 5 /6 ) , hard and f i n e g r a i n e d wi th 

sparse w h i t e l i m e s t o n e inc lus ions . T h e in ter ior and ex ter ior 
are c o v e r e d with s l ight ly m e t a l l i c red ( 2 . 5 Y R 5 /8 ) sl ip. T h e 
inter ior is d e c o r a t e d wi th a tr iple ring of r o u l e t t i n g and a 
d o u b l e ring of roulet t ing, f raming Kantharos s tamps . S t a m p e d 
c irc les o u t s i d e the o u t e r r o u l e t t i n g z o n e ( H a y e s s ty le I I A ) . 
D ( e x t a n t ) : 21 .4 cm; th: 0 .5 cm; h: ? 

Sv. D u h 1990; c o n t e x t : 155; quadrant : 224 . 
6. L R C form 3 F b o w l / d ish. 
T h e fabr ic is red ( 2 . 5 Y R 5 /6 ) , hard and f i n e g r a i n e d wi th 

sparse w h i t e l i m e s t o n e inc lus ions . T h e in ter ior and e x t e r i o r 
are c o v e r e d with a thin , s l ightly meta l l i c red ( 2 . 5 Y R 5 /8 ) sl ip. 
U n d e c o r a t e d . D: 2 6 . 8 cm; th: 0 .3 cm; h: 5 .6 c m 

Sv. D u h 1993; c o n t e x t : 7 2 3 / 7 3 2 ; quadrant : 006 . 
7. R im s h e r d s of A R S W f o r m 90 large d ish . 
T h e fabr ic is red ( 2 . 5 Y R 5 /8 ) hard and re la t ive ly c o a r s e 

g r a i n e d with s p a r s e w h i t e l i m e s t o n e , quartz i t e and m i c a in-
clusions (Hayes fabric D2) . T h e interior and exterior are covered 
with a s l ight ly m e t a l l i c red ( 2 . 5 Y R 5 /8 ) s l ip . U n d e c o r a t e d . 
D: 3 2 . 8 cm; th: 0 .6 c m ; h: ? 

Sv. D u h 1989; c o n t e x t : 051; quadrant : 61; 
c o n t e x t : 004; quadrant : 44. 

Sv. D u h 1990; c o n t e x t : 160; quadrant : 204; 
c o n t e x t : 004 ; quadrant : 265 . 

Plate 5 

1. P e n a n n u l a r b a n d armring , b r o n z e s h e e t . P u n c h e d and 
inc i sed d e c o r a t e d . L o w e r right arm of i n h u m a t i o n . D: 5 .5 
cm; th: 0 .05 cm. 

Lahinja R iver E d g e C o m p l e x - s o n d a 4 /5 , grave 20; c o n -
text: 127; s.f .: 0 2 3 . 

2. P e n a n n u l a r b a n d armring , b r o n z e s h e e t . P u n c h e d and 
inc i sed d e c o r a t e d . L o w e r right arm of i n h u m a t i o n . D: 5 .5 
c m ; th: 0 .05 cm. 

Lahinja River E d g e C o m p l e x - s o n d a 4 /5 , grave 20; c o n -
text: 127; s.f .: 0 2 4 . 

3. P e n a n n u l a r armring , b r o n z e wire , s u b - r e c t a n g u l a r s e c -
t ion. H a m m e r e d inc i sed d e c o r a t e d terminals . L o w e r left arm 
of i n h u m a t i o n . D: 5 .5 cm; th: 0 . 4 cm. 

Lahinja River E d g e C o m p l e x - s o n d a 4/5 , grave 20; c o n -
text: 127; s.f .: 0 2 5 . 

4. P e n a n n u l a r armring , b r o n z e wire , c ircular s e c t i o n . Two 
transverse inc i sed l ine g r o u p s c l o s e to bo th cast s p o o l t e r m i -
nals. L o w e r left arm of i n h u m a t i o n . D: 5 .5 cm; th: 0 . 2 cm. 



Lahinja R i v e r E d g e C o m p l e x - s o n d a 4 /5 , grave 20; c o n -
text: 127; s.f .: 0 2 6 . 

5. G l a s s and cora l (? ) b e a d n e c k l a c e . 24 b lue g las s b e a d s , 
14 w h i t e g las s b e a d s , 12 g r e e n g las s b e a d s , f i ve black g las s 
b e a d s , two y e l l o w g las s b e a d s , o n e g l o b u l a r reddi sh coral ( ? ) 
b e a d . N e c k and u p p e r c h e s t of i n h u m a t i o n . D: 0 .3 - 0 . 8 cm. 

Lah in ja R iver E d g e C o m p l e x - s o n d a 5, g r a v e 26; c o n -
text: 165; s.f .: 052 . 

6. G l a s s and a m b e r b e a d n e c k l a c e . 24 b l u e g las s b e a d s , 
t w o g r e e n g las s b e a d s , t w o b lack g lass b e a d s , o n e c l ear g l a s s 
b e a d , o n e d i sco id a m b e r b e a d . N e c k and c h e s t o f i n h u m a -
t ion . D: 0 .4 - 1.1 c m . 

Lahinja R iver E d g e C o m p l e x - s o n d a 4/5 , grave 20; c o n -
text: 127; s.f .: 0 2 7 . 

7. G las s b e a d n e c k l a c e . 20 b lue glass beads , ten green glass 
b e a d s , t h r e e c l ear g l a s s b e a d s , t w o y e l l o w g las s b e a d s , t w o 
black g las s b e a d s . N e c k and u p p e r c h e s t o f i n h u m a t i o n . D: 
0 .3 - 0 . 9 c m . 

Lahinja R i v e r E d g e C o m p l e x - s o n d a 5, grave 18; c o n -
text: 118; s.f .: 020 . 

8. So l id bel t b u c k l e , s i lver with b r o n z e s h e e t pin. P u n c h e d 
d o t - a n d - c i r c l e d e c o r a t i o n . L: 3 .2 cm; w: 1.8 cm; th: 0 .3 cm. 

Lah in ja R i v e r E d g e C o m p l e x - s o n d a 7; c o n t e x t : 3 5 3 ; 
quadrant : 01; s.f .: 0 3 9 . 

9. P e n a n n u l a r f ibu la , cast b r o n z e , r h o m b o i d s e c t i o n , iron 
pin . H a m m e r e d , ro l l ed t e r m i n a l s and t ransverse i n c i s e d l ine 
d e c o r a t i o n o n o b v e r s e a p e x of f ibu la . L e f t s h o u l d e r o f inhu-
m a t i o n . L: 6 .3 cm; w: 6 .0 cm; th: 0 .6 cm; I .pin: 6 .3 cm; th .pin: 
0 .5 cm. 

Lahinja R iver E d g e C o m p l e x - s o n d a 5, grave 23; c o n -
text: 140; s.f .: 041 . 

THE CHRONOLOGY AND THE CONTEXT 
OF THE IMPORTED CERAMICS 

The impor ted ceramics found in the th ree ex-
cavat ions are the key to the chronology of the 
d i f fe ren t La te R o m a n se t t lement phases. Much 
of the assemblage is well-stratified and more reliable 
as a chronological indicator than the meta lwork 
and coinage f rom the same contexts. The ceramic 
assemblage also provides invaluable data on the 
political and economic or ien ta t ion of Late Ro-
man Črnomel j . Unfo r tuna te ly , it has only been 
fully quant i f ied on the Sv. Duh site, a l though the 
rest is being processed. Thus , da ta f rom all th ree 
sites are only available for the f ine wares. The 
amphora have been fully examined on the Sv. Duh 
site, but only partial data is available for the o ther 
sites (the wet-sieving and flotation of samples f rom 
the Pastoralni cen te r and the Lahinja River Edge 
Complex is still in progress) . No a t t empt will be 
made here to discuss the re la t ionship of the im-
por ted ceramics to the local coarse wares, which 
will be individually discussed in the full publica-
tion of each site. 

Examina t ion of the contexts of the impor ted 
material gives the following chronological picture 
on the site (Fig. 13). 

Phase 1 

The initial construction phase at Sv. Duh is dated 
to the late 4th or early 5th century by the mosaic. 
However, the primary leveling deposit in the round 
tower con ta ined a large quant i ty of Nor th Afr i -
can a m p h o r a sherds (Pi 1: 2-7). This mater ia l is 
probably derived f rom Keay LVIII or LXII type 
a m p h o r a e (Vidr ih-Perko 1994, 209). This mate-
rial is heavily burn t with few ref i table sherds and 
is assoc ia ted with res idua l L IA ce ramics and 
meta lwork. The fabr ic d i f fers slightly f r o m the 
North African amphora sherds in the reconstruction 
phase in the round tower and inter ior contexts at 
Sv. Duh . 114 sherds out of a total 212 sherds on 
the site were found in the pr imary tower fill. It is 
likely that this mater ia l is derived f rom an ear-
lier occupa t ion depos i t e l sewhere in the a rea , 
possibly on the Okl juk se t t lement . 

Identical heavily burnt and abraded Keay LVIII 
or LXII type African amphorae sherds were found 
in the pr imary fills of the inter ior and external 
f ron t of the rec tangular tower on the Pastoralni 
cen te r site. This indicates that the mater ia l used 
in the pr imary fills was derived f rom the same 
source and suggests that the for t i f ica t ion of the 
Late Roman settlement was undertaken as a unitary 
project . All of this p roduc t ion seems to belong 
to the late 4th to 6th centur ies large cylindrical 
Afr ican amphorae , which were used for t ransport 
(oil). This would match the date given by the mosaic, 
but also falls within the pu ta t ive da te for the 
reorganisat ion of the site. However, the complete 
absence of Eastern Medi te r ranean fine wares and 
the presence of a single piece of LRA 4 a m p h o r a 
suggests that the founda t ion of the se t t lement 
probably took place be fo re the fall off in impor ts 
of Afr ican a m p h o r a e and fine wares. This took 
place a f t e r the Vandal occupat ion of Nor th Af-
rica in the first half of the 5th century. When taken 
toge ther with the mosaic, the presence of large 
numbers of Afr ican a m p h o r a e sherds in the pri-
mary contexts associated with the de fenses sug-
gests that the se t t l ement was founded in the late 
4th or early 5th century. 

This can be compared with the small available 
ceramic assemblages from the towns of Celeia and 
Poetovio (Vidrih-Perko 1994, 97-119, 280,281) and 
the larger assemblage from the late phases in Emona 
(op. cit. 35-85, 276,277) (Fig. 14, 15). The 4th and 
5th century mater ia l f rom these sites is conf ined 
to large Afr ican t ranspor t a m p h o r a e and some 
early Eas tern M e d i t e r r a n e a n forms. Similar ma-
terial is found in the 4th-5th century phases f rom 
the se t t l ements at Koper on the Slovenian coast 
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Fig. ]3: Late R o m a n imported ceramic types by chrono log i ca l phase in Late R o m a n Črnomel j . 
SI. 13: Poznoant i čn i keramični tipi po krono lošk ih s topnjah. 



Fig. 14: T h e m a i n R o m a n and L a t e R o m a n c e n t r e s in the C a p u t A d r i a r e g i o n , m e n t i o n e d in the text. 
SI. 14: G l a v n a r imska in p o z n o a n t i č n a s r e d i š č a na o b m o č j u C a p u t A d r i a e , ki s o o m e n j e n a v b e s e d i l u . 

( C u n j a 1996, 108-111), Ajdovščina , Rodik and 
Križna gora in the western Slovenian Karst (Vidrih-
Perko 1994,86-96,120-132,159-162) (Fig. 14). Such 
mater ia l is complete ly absent f r o m the upland 
d e f e n d e d s e t t l e m e n t s in cen t ra l and n o r t h e r n 
Slovenia (Knif ic 1979, 732-736; 1994, 211-238; 
Vidr ih-Perko 1994, 198-210) (Fig. 14, 15). Thus , 
phase 1 at Črnomel j is contemporary with the final 
phases of intense occupat ion in the major Roman 
towns in centra l and no r the rn Slovenia and the 
for t resses on the Claus t ra Alpium Iul iarum, the 
eas te rn de fenses of Italy. More important ly , it is 

also contemporary with the new Late Roman centres 
on the Istrian coast . 

Phase 2 

Afr i can a m p h o r a she rds also a p p e a r in the 
pr imary occupat ion deposi ts on the Sv. Duh site. 
T h e s e may be Keay LVIII type, but a re more 
probably the later , 5th century Keay LXII fo rm 
(op. cit. 209). However , the Afr ican a m p h o r a e 
are jo ined by a few Eas te rn Med i t e r r anean am-



phorae sherds, L R A 1, L R A 2 (Pl. 2: 2), LRA 3 
and L R A 4. This mater ia l is character is t ic of the 
5th and 6th century in Slovenia (op. cit. 211). 

The Pastoralni center site has also p roduced 
Keay L X I I Nor th Af r i can a m p h o r a sherds . A 
surprising discovery in the occupat ion deposi ts 
on the western part of the Pastoralni center site 
is tha t of M R A 1 sherds, which da te to the 3rd 
and 4th century (Reynolds 1995, 68,69). N o com-
plete vessels are present and most are represented 
by medium to small individual sherds. This is not 
surprising, when one considers that the contexts 
are derived f rom putat ive dwelling s t ructures and 
communica t ions inside the defenses . The combi-
nat ion of this mater ia l suggests a 5th ra ther than 
a 6th century da te for phase 2. 

This is re inforced by the ident if iable A R S W 
sherds from the Pastoralni center. The first is either 
Hayes A R S W type 60 or 87 (PI. 3: 3). Form 60 
da tes f rom c. 320 to 380 (Hayes 1972, 100), whilst 
fo rm 87 da tes f rom the second half of the 5th to 
the early 6th century (op. cit. 136). The ARWS 
form 72-76 copy (PI. 3: 2) in an unknown, possi-
bly eas tern fabric da tes f rom the early 5th cen-
tury to the late 5th century (op. cit. 120-125). The 
final A R S W form 76 (PI. 3: 4) da tes to the pe-
riod f r o m 425 to 475 (op. cit. 124,125). The same 
context also con t a ined a f r a g m e n t of Af r i can 
cooking ware (PI. 3: 5) and a 4th century glazed 
vessel (PI. 3: 1) (Vidr ih-Perko pers. comm.) . 

The a m p h o r a e and f ine wares are domina ted 
by A f r i c a n types, but E a s t e r n M e d i t e r r a n e a n 
amphorae make their first appearance in this phase. 
This places the use of the s t ruc tures in phase 2 
firmly in the 5th century and possibly as late as 
the beginning of the 6th century, in spite of the 
fact that all the coins in the second phase occu-
pation deposits on the Sv. Duh site are badly worn 
4th century issues. Evidently the flow of coinage 
was in t e r rup ted prior to the founda t ion of the 
Črnomel j se t t lement , but older issues con t inued 
in circulat ion. 

Phase 3 

The third phase ceramic assemblage at Sv. Duh 
is domina ted by Eas tern Med i t e r r anean ampho-
rae fo rms LRA 1 and LRA 4, a long with much 
smaller quant i t ies of Afr ican product ion (Keays 
LXII) . Two distinct LRA 1 amphorae can be iden-
tif ied. Both were dis t r ibuted in the leveling de-
posits of all three s t ructures and include large 
ref i table sherds . This is part icularly t rue of the 
example in PI. 2: 1, which has a marked associa-

tion with the round tower and the large rec tan-
gular s t ructure 679. A single sherd of the same 
a m p h o r a was also found in associat ion with the 
cobbled surface on the Lahinja river edge. This 
type probably originated on the southwestern coast 
of Asia Minor , no r the rn Syria or on Cyprus and 
has a marked concent ra t ion in the late 5th and 
early 6th centur ies (Peacock and Williams 1986, 
185-187). The L R A 4 (PI. 2: 4) sherds also ex-
hibit a marked concent ra t ion in the round tower 
in this phase . The presence of equal number s of 
this type in the inter ior silting layers in phase 2 
suggest that these or similar, con tempora ry lay-
ers were the source of the mater ia l for the make-
up layer inside the round tower in phase 3. This 
type comes f rom Gaza and is da ted to the per iod 
f r o m the 4th to 6th centur ies (op. cit. 198-199). 

The a m p h o r a e f rom phase 3 on the Pastoralni 
cen te r are also domina ted by Eas te rn Medi te r -
ranean forms, a l though M R A 1 (PI. 1: 1), Keay 
X X V and LVIII /LXII are also present (Vidrih-
Perko pers. comm.) . The Eas tern Med i t e r r anean 
fo rms are r ep resen ted by a few sherds of L R A 1, 
L R A 2 and L R A 3 (PI. 2: 3). The few sherds of 
L R A 2 on the site suggest that it p re-da tes the 
mid 6th century produc t ion peak (Peacock and 
Williams 1986, 182-184). The same is true of L R A 
3, which peaked in the Vandal per iod, then de-
clined until a second product ion peak in the later 
6th century (op. cit. 188,189). The a m p h o r a as-
semblage as a whole suggests a date in the late 
5th and early 6th centur ies . 

The single ident i f iable A R S W form Hayes 85 
B (PI. 4: 4) in the phase 3 leveling deposi ts in the 
round tower at Sv. Duh is da ted to the second 
half of the 5th century (Hayes 1972, 133). The 
same context and those in the inter ior s t ruc tures 
also conta ined sherds of LR C ware. This is an 
Eastern Medi te r ranean fine ware, which probably 
or iginated in western Asia Minor . The s tamped-
decora ted LR C base, Hayes style II A (PI. 4: 5) 
da tes to the second half of the 5th century. The 
LR C bowl Hayes form 3 F (PI. 4: 6) da tes to the 
6th century (Vidrih-Perko 1994,210). The Pastoralni 
center site did not produce any identifiable A R S W 
or LRC sherds, but did produce two sherds of an 
unsl ipped eas te rn fabric . 

The bedding of cobbled surface associated with 
the cemetery on the Lahin ja riverside has also 
produced ARSW, which can be directly linked to 
the mater ia l in the phase 3 reconst ruct ion phase 
at Sv. Duh and the Pastoralni center . The A R S W 
type 67 or 68 rim sherd (PI. 4: 1) da tes f rom 360 
to 470 or f rom 370 to the mid 5th century (Hayes 
1972,112-117), whilst the ARSW type 73 rim sherd 



(PI. 4: 2) da tes f r o m 420 to 475 (op. cit. 121-124). 
A single A R S W 85 B rim sherd (PI. 4: 3) was also 
found , linking this cobbled surface directly with 
the recons t ruc t ion phase in the round tower at 
Sv. Duh (see above) . 

The phase 3 assemblage contains A R S W and 
Afr ican amphora types f rom the ent ire 5th cen-
tury, as well as 5th to early 6th century LRC and 
Eastern Mediterranean amphorae. The assemblage 
contains material , which is otherwise only found 
on the Slovenian coast e.g. A R S W 85 B (Vidrih-
Perko 1994,211). However, the phase 3 assemblage 
is not derived f rom primary occupation or rubbish 
deposits, but from secondary fill contexts. This means 
that pr imary contexts derived f rom 5th and early 
6th century occupation were used as deliberate fills 
in the unitary reconstruct ion of the site. It is most 
likely, given the phase 2 assemblage, that this as-
semblage and with it the reconstruct ion phase 3 
can be dated to the early or mid 6th century. 

Analogies for the assemblages f rom phase 2 
and 3 are found in Koper and Piran in Slovenian 
Istria and the sites in the western Karst region 
(Fig. 6). Eas te rn M e d i t e r r a n e a n a m p h o r a types 
L R A 2 and L R A 4 are found with the Af r ican 
type Keay X X V in Koper (Cun ja 1996, 108-114), 
whilst L R A 1, L R A 2, L R A 3, L R A 4 and L R A 7 
are associated with Keay LXII in the leveling layer 
at Sv. Jur i j and the Late Roman layer at Židovski 
kare in Piran (Vidr ih-Perko 1994, 221-223, 232). 
Similar mater ia l is found at Rodik, Križna gora , 
Sv. Pavel above Vrtovin, P red jama cave, Acijev 
Spodmol cave and Podmol cave (op. cit. 125, 
161,162,167,168,171,184,215). 5th and 6th century 
Eastern Medi ter ranean amphorae are also present 
in Kranj and Mengeš in west-central Slovenia (op. 
cit. 194, 191,192), but are virtually absent f rom 
the upland defended settlements and Roman urban 
centres in central and northern Slovenia (see above). 

The impor ted fine wares are even more inter-
esting. Once again there are similari t ies with the 
coastal sites and certain inland Karst se t t l ements 
and caves (Cun ja 1996, 94-96, 102; Vidr ih-Perko 
1994, 278-288, 290-293). Part of the Č r n o m e l j 
assemblage also exhibits similari t ies to the later 
material f rom Emona (Vidrih-Perko 1992, 93-102) 
and occasional examples f rom centra l Slovenia, 
e.g. Vranje (Cunja 1996, 96), but with one noteable 
d i f fe rence . T h e r e are no LR C vessels present in 
Emona. LR C is found in Koper (Cunja 1996, 102), 
Piran (Vidr ih-Perko 1994, 291), Rodik, Štanjel , 
Križna gora and Sv Pavel (op.cit . 282, 283, 286, 
290). No LR C has been recovered from the upland 
d e f e n d e d se t t l ements and Roman u rban cen t res 
in centra l and no r the rn Slovenia. 

The only except ion is the Kučar ecclesiastical 
complex, which is located in the same area as 
Črnomel j (Fig. 15). No a m p h o r a e were present , 
but the limited range of A R S W and L R C is very 
similar to the mater ia l f ound in phases 2 and 3 at 
Črnomel j . These are Hayes A R S W types 61 B, 
67, 73 A, 80 B and LR C type 3 E. These fo rms 
were p roduced in the 5th century, the latest be-
ing the LR C form, which da tes to the end of 5th 
century and the first half of the 6th century (Dular 
et al. 1996, 146,147). It must t he re fo re be con-
cluded that Črnomel j and to a lesser extent Kučar 
had access to the same types of impor ted ceram-
ics as the se t t l ements on the coast and in western 
Slovenia th roughout the 5th and early 6th centu-
ries. 

Phase 4 

Phase 4 occupat ion is p resen t at Sv. Duh and 
to a much lesser extent in the rec tangular tower 
on the Pastoralni cen te r site. The cemetery on 
the river side and slope below the defensive wall 
also falls within this phase . This phase is much 
poore r in t e rms of impor ted ceramics, which are 
only present at Sv. Duh . 

Limited n u m b e r s of Eas te rn M e d i t e r r a n e a n 
amphora sherds are also found in this phase. Sherds 
of a single LRA 1 amphora were found in the round 
tower and the two dwelling s t ructures , indicating 
contemporaneity in their occupation. LRA 4 sherds 
also occur in the two dwelling s t ructures . T h e r e 
are some sherds of Afr ican amphora , Keay LVIII 
or LXII , in the tower occupat ion layers. These 
are unworn, ref i t t ing sherds of the same vessel, 
which are very d i f fe ren t f rom the burn t sherds in 
phase 1. Fur the r unworn examples of these types 
also occur in the smaller dwelling s t ruc ture 678. 
Evident ly large cyl indrical A f r i c a n a m p h o r a e 
continued to be imported in this period. The phase 
4 midden deposi t on the exter ior of the round 
tower p roduced the above large Afr ican ampho-
rae types, but also conta ined part of a single small 
" spa theon" type amphora , Keay type XXVI G (PI. 
1: 8), which can be da ted to the 6th century and 
beginning of the 7th century (Vidr ih-Perko 1994, 
209). 

The midden deposit on ei ther side of the tower 
con ta ined an A R S W Hayes type 90 vessel (PL 4: 
7), which is da ted to the second half of the 6th 
and the beginning of the 7th centuries (Hayes 1972, 
139,140). This fo rm is associated with the burn t 
mater ia l and the t r i lobate a r rowhead on the sur-
face of the midden deposi t , giving a clear da te 



for the des t ruct ion of the site at the end of the 
6th, or, more probably, at the beginning of the 
7th century. 

" S p a t h e o n " type small a m p h o r a e and various 
fo rms of Keay type X X V I a m p h o r a are relatively 
widely distributed in Slovenia (Knific 1994,219,220, 
222). Once again there is a distinct concent ra -
tion in sou thern Slovenia, but examples are also 
known f rom Vran je , Rifnik and Kranj . However , 
the Rifnik and Vran j e small a m p h o r a e are not 
accompanied by large Afr ican fo rms or Eas te rn 
Mediterranean amphorae (Vidrih-Perko 1994,288, 
289). The relatively low number of A R S W sherds 
(1 vessel) at Črnomel j is closer to the assemblages 
at Vran j e and Rifnik (ibid.). The small ampho-
rae f rom Vran j e were found in the high status 
building (house A) , which is par t of the ecclesi-
astical complex and were less f r agmen ta ry than 
the Črnomel j example. It should be noted that 
the excavated area in Črnomel j is smaller than 
these two sites and represents a marginal , po ten-
tially lower s ta tus area , i.e. the se t t l ement edge 
and mortuary zone. This contrasts with the coastal 
sites, where late A R S W is more c o m m o n , but 
excavated areas are located in the cent re of the 
Late Roman settlements (Cunja 1996,39-45; Vidrih-
Perko 1994, 218-263), or Rifnik and Vranje , where 
large high-status complexes could be expected to 
produce a larger, more diverse assemblage (Bolta 
1981; Pet ru , Ulber t 1975). The Kran j sample is 
pe rhaps similar in this respect to the Črnomel j 
assemblage (Vidr ih-Perko 1994, 194). However , 
there is a f u r t he r d i f fe rence be tween Črnomel j 
and the above sites in centra l Slovenia. All have 
produced Lombard ceramics, which have also been 
found at T in je near Rifnik, Zidani G a b e r on the 
nor the rn edge of the Gor janc i hills and in Kran j 
(Knific 1994, 217-219) (Fig. 15). The absence of 
this mater ia l at Črnomel j has impor tan t implica-
t ions fo r the pol i t ica l s t a tu s of L a t e R o m a n 
Črnomel j , a subject which will be discussed be-
low. 

THE REGIONAL CONTEXT OF LATE 
ROMAN ČRNOMELJ 

Bela kraj ina was a relative backwater in the 
early and middle Roman period. It lay in the border 
area between Pannonia and Illyricum (Dular 1985, 
30). A n u m b e r of possible villa sites and small 
c remat ion cemeter ies are located in the relatively 
fert i le Kolpa valley and the karsitic centra l low-
land zone (op. cit. 30-32). Unfo r tuna te ly , none 
of the se t t lements have been excavated, but the 

material f rom the Metlika-Borštek, Rosalnice and 
Štrekljevec cremat ion cemeter ies dates to the 1st 
and 2nd century (op. cit. 89, 95, 103, 104). The 
same is true of the Grobl je-Kohane cemetery. The 
area was isolated f rom the main road routes, which 
ran west-east f rom Italy to Pannonia , via the Krka 
and Sava valleys. The neares t Roman u rban cen-
tres were Nev iodunum (Drnovo near Krško) to 
the nor th and Siscia (Sisak) to the east (Fig. 14). 
However , a possible small town site is located in 
the vicinity of the La t e R o m a n se t t l emen t in 
Črnomel j (see above). 

The Roman graves tones f rom Črnomel j are 
evidence that a local school of m o n u m e n t a l ma-
sonry, which served the needs of the local popu-
lation, existed in the area (Breščak, pers. comm.). 
The inscriptions f rom these monuments and others 
in Bela kraj ina indicate that a number of repre-
sentatives of the great merchant houses of Aquileia 
were present in the area (Dular 1985,32). It seems 
likely that the presence of these merchan t s was 
connec ted with river transit in the Kolpa valley. 
This route was also used in the I ron Age. It ran 
f rom the Kvarner Gulf on the Adria t ic across the 
Gorski Kotar mounta ins to the Kolpa valley. The 
rou te then divided, one section running through 
the Lahin ja valley and across the Gor janc i hills 
to the Krka valley, whilst ano the r fol lowed the 
Kolpa and Lahin ja -Kolpa river routes to Siscia. 
This route represen t s the shor tes t line of com-
municat ions be tween southern Pannonia and the 
Adriat ic (op. cit.). It is likely that it played an 
impor tan t role in the t ranspor t of a m p h o r a e and 
associated fine wares from the Adriatic to the inland 
centres of southern Pannonia (Vidrih-Perko pers. 
comm.) . 

The La te R o m a n se t t l ement pa t t e rn d i f fe rs 
dramatically. Only four Late Roman sites are known 
in Bela kra j ina . Two of these are Late Roman 
de fended se t t lements on the upland rim, Veliki 
Kolečaj above Zapudje and Židovec above Miklarji 
(op.cit . 61,62, 70,71). Limited trial t renching has 
p roduced Late R o m a n coarse wares, coins and 
metalwork, which date both sites to the second 
half of the 4th century and possibly later (Dular 
et al. 1996, 162). 

The ecclesiastical cent re on the Kučar hill has 
been extensively excavated and published and so 
provides important comparative data (Dular 1985, 
32-34, 109; Dular et al. 1996). The site is located 
on an isolated hill in the Kolpa valley lowlands 
(Fig. 15). This is an area of relatively intense Roman 
rural se t t lement (see above). It is an unusual site 
with two churches (24.7 x 10.8 m; 21.5 x 8 m), a 
baptis tery (2.7 x 2.5 m), a small dwelling house 





Fig. 15: Late R o m a n s i t e s in e a s t - c e n t r a l and s o u t h e r n S l o v e n i a . 
SI. 15: P o z n o a n t i č n a najdišča v v z h o d n i o srednj i in v južni S loven i j i . 

^ large R o m a n urban c e n t r e / v e č j e a n t i č n o u r b a n o s r e d i š č e 

• R o m a n smal l t o w n / m a n j š e a n t i č n o m e s t o 

• L a t e R o m a n c e n t r e / p o z n o a n t i č n o s r e d i š č e 

• L a t e R o m a n for tres s / p o z n o a n t i č n a utrdba 

• L a t e R o m a n r e f u g i u m / p o z n o a n t i č n o p r i b e ž a l i š č e 

O L a t e R o m a n e c c l e s i a s t i c a l c e n t r e / p o z n o a n t i č n o c e r k v e n o s r e d i š č e 

+ 5th - 6th cen tury c e m e t e r y / g r o b i š č e iz 5. - 6. st. n. š. 

1. Č r n o m e l j - Okl juk 
2. Č r n o m e l j - h i s tor i c t o w n c e n t r e / Č r n o m e l j - z g o d o v i n s k o m e s t n o j e d r o 
3. Ž i d o v e c a b o v e Miklarj i / Ž i d o v e c nad Miklarj i 
4. Vel iki K o l e č a j a b o v e Z a p u d j e / Vel iki K o l e č a j nad Z a p u d j e m 
5. Kučar a b o v e P o d z e m e l j / Kučar nad P o d z e m l j e m 
6. Oza l j - Stari grad 
7. G r a c b e l o w Se la pri Z a j č j e m V r h u / G r a c p o d Sel i pri Z a j č j e m V r h u 
8. Vel iki O r e h e k 
9. Z i d a n i G a b e r a b o v e M i h o v o / Z i d a n i G a b e r nad M i h o v i m 

10. G r a d e c a b o v e M i h o v o / G r a d e c nad M i h o v i m 
11. C e r o v L o g 
12. G o r e n j e V r h p o l j e 
13. Crucium ( G r o b l j e pri P r e k o p i ) 
14. L e v a k o v a j a m a near Šutna / L e v a k o v a j a m a pri Šutni 
15. G r a d i š č e near Ve l ike M a l e n c e / G r a d i š č e pri Vel ik ih M a l e n c a h 
16. Neviodunum ( D r n o v o ) 
17. Vel iki Vinji vrh 
18. Kice l j n e a r G o r e n j a vas pri Šmarje t i / Kice l j pri G o r e n j i vasi pri Šmarjet i 
19. G r a d e c b e l o w Ve l ika S trmica / G r a d e c p o d V e l i k o S t r m i c o 
20. L o g near Podturn / L o g pri P o d t u r n u 
21. G o r e n j i M o k r o n o g 
22. Sv. A n a a b o v e V r h p e č / Sv. A n a nad V r h p e č j o 
23. K ince l j a b o v e Trbinc / Kince l j nad Trb incem 
24. Praetorium Lalobicorum (Trebnje ) 
25. Kunke l b e l o w V r h t r e b n j e / K u n k e l p o d V r h t r e b n j e m 
26. Korinjski hrib a b o v e Veliki Korinj / Korinjski hrib nad Ve l ik im K o r i n j e m 
27. Sv. L a m b e r t b e l o w Pristava nad S t i č n o / Sv. L a m b e r t p o d Pr is tavo nad S t i č n o 
28. Roje near M o r a v č e pri G a b r o v k i / R o j e pri M o r a v č a h pri G a b r o v k i 
29. Jaršč a b o v e Horn / Jaršč nad H o m o m 
30 . G r a d i š č e n e a r D u n a j / G r a d i š č e pri D u n a j u 
31. Vel iki vrh a b o v e O s r e d e k pri Podsred i / Vel iki vrh nad O s r e d k o m pri Podsred i 
32. A j d o v s k i g r a d e č a b o v e V r a n j e / A j d o v s k i g r a d e č nad V r a n j e m 
33. G r a c a b o v e R a z b o r / G r a c nad R a z b o r j e m 
34. G r a d e c near P r a p r e t n o / G r a d e c pri P r a p r e t n e m 
35 . V r a n j a p e č near Lipni D o l / Vranja p e č pri L i p n e m D o l u 
36. T o r o g n e a r V e l i k e G r a h o v š e / To rog pri Ve l ik ih G r a h o v š a h 
37. R u d n a n e a r R u d n i c a / R u d n a pri R u d n i c i 
38. T inje a b o v e L o k a pri Ž u s m u / T in je nad L o k o pri Ž u s m u 
39 . R i fn ik near Šent jur / Ri fn ik pri Šent jurju 
40. V i p o t a a b o v e P e č o v n i k / V i p o t a nad P e č o v n i k o m 
41 . Ccleia ( C e l j e ) 



(5.9 x 5.3 m), a large dwelling house with under -
f loor hea t ing (25 x 17 m) and a poorly preserved 
defensive wall (0.70 m wide) with two partially 
extant rec tangular towers (6 x 5 m; 6.2 x 4.9 m) 
(Dular et al. 1996, 71-134). The site is one of three 
complexes with double churches in Slovenia and 
is in t e rp re ted as an episcopal cen t re of the late 
4th or early 5th to the beginning of the 6th cen-
turies (op. cit. 172-186).). The excavation repor t 
suggests that the s t ruc tures were relatively clean, 
lacking occupat ion depos i t s and that there had 
been considerable dis turbance as a result of post-
depositional processes (erosion, afforestat ion) and 
ear l ier excavations (op. cit. 71-134). The ceramic 
assemblage is comparab l e with that in phases 2 
and 3 at Črnomel j . However , the lack of phase 4 
(6th-7th century) mater ia l may merely be due to 
the sacral na tu re of the site in this per iod , given 
that the range and quant i t i es of fine wares a re 
similar on both sites. It should be no ted that the 
church on the Sv. Duh site in Č r n o m e l j did not 
p roduce any ceramics and that the late 6th/early 
7th century des t ruc t ion layer was directly above 
the late 4th/early 5th century mosaic. Thus , the 
Kučar ecc les ias t ica l c e n t r e and the Č r n o m e l j 
for t i f ied se t t lement were probably founded in the 
same per iod, the late 4th or early 5th century. 

The lack of ear l ier mater ia l at Kučar may sim-
ply be a ref lec t ion of the lack of an ear l ier large 
se t t l ement in the immead ia te vicinity. The relict, 
earlier material at Črnomelj probably reflects some 
form of cont inuing exploitat ion of the Okl juk site 
in the Late Roman per iod . It is possible that the 
earlier Viniška cesta cemetery, associated with the 
Okl juk se t t lement in Črnomel j , con t inued in use, 
until the crea t ion of a new cemetery below the 
defens ive walls in the 6th century (see above) . 
This is re in forced by the presence in the f o r m e r 
cemetery of an un fu rn i shed inhumat ion in a cist, 
composed of eight earlier gravestones (Dular 1985, 
60). Thus , the Č r n o m e l j se t t l ement may indicate 
a shift in settlement focus from Okljuk to the former 
prehis tor ic se t t l ement in the historic town cen-
tre. It seems likely that Č r n o m e l j r ep resen t s the 
secular administrat ive centre of the region, whilst 
Kučar was the ecclesiastical centre. Unfortunately, 
the remainder of the settlement pattern is unknown. 
T h e r e is no da ta available for the a b a n d o n m e n t 
of the putatively earl ier Roman se t t lements in the 
a rea . The cont inu ing p resence of impor ted ce-
ramics in the area offers some hope that field survey 
and excavation can recover the 5th and 6th cen-
tury se t t l ement pa t te rn . 

T h e wider posi t ion of Bela kra j ina is unclear . 
Črnomel j and Kučar were founded at a time, when 

the earlier Roman set t lement pat tern in the south-
eastern Alps was undergoing radical change. This 
was caused by the increasing instability in Pannonia 
in the late 4th century and early 5th century. The 
main invasion route f rom Pannonia into Italy ran 
through the Krka river valley in central Slovenia. 
The founda t ion of a for t i f ied lowland se t t lement 
to the immeadiate south of this route in this period 
may, the re fo re , be l inked to the per iod a f te r the 
d e f e a t of the R o m a n a r m y by the G o t h s at 
Adr ianop le in 378 or the Roman a t t empt s to re-
establish control in the region af te r 411, when the 
Visigoths left the region for Gaul (Chris t ie 1996, 
77-79). 

T h e s e events led to the decl ine and vir tual 
a b a n d o n m e n t of the u rban cent res and lowland 
villae in Pannonia and Nor icum m e d i t e r r a n e u m 
by the mid 5th century (Ciglenečki 1987, 140). It 
has been suggested that Bela kraj ina fo rmed a 
re fuge zone for the native Romanised populat ion 
from the town of Neviodunum (Drnovo near Krško) 
(Fig. 14, 15) and the Krka valley (Ciglenečki 1987, 
142). The Kučar cent re would then represen t the 
seat of the re fugee Bishop of Neviodunum (Dular 
et al. 1996, 180-181). Unfo r tuna t e ly , the excava-
tions on the site of Nev iodunum have not been 
fully publ ished and the na tu re of the decline of 
this u rban cent re is unknown (Pet ru , S., Petru, P. 
1978). However , if the site fo l lowed a similar 
sequence to the o the r u rban cent res in centra l 
and no r the rn Slovenia, the re is a more plausible 
r e fuge area in the immead ia t e vicinity. 

Recent survey and excavation have revealed the 
existence of a relatively dense network of defended 
se t t l ements in the upland interf luve be tween the 
rivers Krka and Sava and in the Kozjansko hills 
between the river Sava and Celje (Ciglenečki 1987; 
1992) (Fig. 15). These se t t l emen t s are located to 
the north of Neviodunum and to the south of Celeia, 
be tween two major Roman routes , leading f rom 
Emona to Poetovio and from Emona to Siscia (Fig. 
14). This a rea is general ly in te rp re ted as repre-
sent ing the main re fuge zone for the romanised 
population of these two towns and their hinterlands 
(Ciglenečki 1987, 140-143). T h e ma in per iod of 
occupa t ion is f rom the mid 5th century, a f t e r the 
final collapse of the u rban cent res , to the end of 
the 6th or beginning of the 7th century (Ciglenečki 
1987, 160-164). This area was part of the Ostrogothic 
state in the late 5th and early 6th century (Ciglenečki 
1992, 11,12). It is o f t e n equa t ed with the Polis 
Nor ikon, which was ceded to the L o m b a r d s by 
Jus t in ian a f t e r the Byzant ine (Eas te rn R o m a n ) 
reconquest in the mid 6th century (Ciglenečki 1987, 
142; Marge t ič 1992, 149-157). 



A number of settlements in this zone, the majority 
of which represent reoccupied prehistoric hillforts, 
have been trial t renched and two have been more 
extensively excavated. The Rifnik se t t l ement is 
located to the south-eas t of Celje and is da ted 
f r o m the 2nd to the 6th century, with in tense 
occupat ion in the second half of the 5th century 
and the 6th century (Bolta 1981; Ciglenečki 1987, 
56-58). A similar date is suggested for the puta-
tive ep i scopa l c e n t r e at V r a n j e n e a r Sevnica 
(Ciglenečki 1987, 65-67; Petru, Ulbert 1975; Ulbert 
1979, 695-714) (Fig. 15). The upland se t t l ements 
are domina ted by central ecclesiatical complexes 
with a varying number of dwelling structures. The 
defenses , where they exist comprise rec tangular 
towers and relatively slight masonry ramparts , i.e. 
the 1 m wide r ampar t at Rifnik. However , the 
ce ramic assemblages f r o m this a rea a re qui te 
d i f fe ren t to the Črnomel j mater ia l (see above) . 
The absence of Eas te rn Med i t e r r anean ampho-
rae, LR C and the limited presence of ARSW forms 
in the late 5th and early 6th century is par t icu-
larly noteworthy (see above). Evidently this group 
of sites had very limited access to impor ted ce-
ramics in the 5th century and early 6th century. 
The Lombard presence in this area is a t tes ted by 
the Lombard ceramics f rom Rifnik, Tinje , Vran je 
and Zidani G a b e r (see above). The re is also a 
significant Lombard metalwork component in the 
Rifnik cemetery and the cemeter ies in the Krka 
valley (Du la r et al. 1996, 155-165). This does not 
necessarily mean that these are actually Lombards 
It is possible that cer ta in e lements in the local 
popula t ion sought to identify with the new rul-
ers, as was the case in Italy (Halsall 1995, 60). 
Whatever the case, the presence of cemete r ies in 
the Krka valley indicates cont inued occupat ion 
of the lowland zone. A similar s i tuat ion has also 
been shown by the recent excavations at Mengeš, 
nor th of Ljubl jana (Sagadin 1995, 217-246). This 
site is located in the vicinity of a small Roman 
town and has p r o d u c e d 6th cen tury impor t ed 
ceramics. This mater ia l was found in pit dwell-
ings associated with local coarse wares. It is, there-
fore , possible that some form of occupat ion also 
continued in the vicinity of the earlier urban centres 
in the Krka valley and the Celeia area . 

If Č rnomel j and Bela kraj ina did not belong to 
this area, then to what political unit did they belong? 

It has already been no ted that the phase 2 - 4 
a ssemblages at Č r n o m e l j display cons ide rab le 
similarity to those from the major Slovenian coastal 
sites of the Late Roman per iod, Piran and Koper 
(see above) , which were located in the province 
of Venetia et Histr ia , a part of Italy. This area 

exper ienced an increase in popula t ion in the 5th 
century, probably as a result of a popula t ion in-
flux f r o m Pannonia (Ciglenečki 1987, 140-143; 
Vidrih-Perko 1994, 268). Bela krajina is geographi-
cally separa te and quite distant f rom this region, 
but clearly had access to a similar range of im-
por ted ceramics and seems to have exper ienced 
a f lorui t at the same t ime. The most logical ex-
planat ion is that Bela kra j ina fo rmed par t of an 
adminis t ra t ive unit , which was largely o r ien ted 
towards the Adria t ic . The only feasible a l te rna-
tive is the province of Liburnia, or, more precisely, 
Liburnia Tarsacticensis. 

This province was crea ted as the sou thern half 
of the eastern defenses of Italy, the Claustra Alpium 
l u l i a r u m . T h e c a p i t a l of t h e p r o v i n c e was 
Tarsacticum (Rijeka) on the Kvarner Gulf (Medini 
1980, 363-444). The no r the rn half of this early 
5th century military administrative system was the 
province of Carneola or Carnium, centred on Kranj 
(Ca rn ium) (Šašel 1970-1971, 33,34). Kran j has a 
similar location to Črnomel j and similar imported 
ceramic assemblages, a l though it has a no teab le 
Lombard e lement in the 6th century. 

The borders of Liburnia Tarsacticensis are usually 
def ined as running south of the upper course of 
the river Kolpa, that is close to the mode rn in-
ternat ional border between Slovenia and Croatia . 
However , The river only became a bo rde r in the 
13th century. Before to this, Bela kraj ina was part 
of the Hunga r i an -Croa t i an s tate and the bo rde r 
ran along the crest of the Gorjanci hills (Kos 1987, 
5-7). The G o r j anci hills seem form a border zone 
in the Late I ron Age, be tween the M o k r o n o g La 
Tene group in Dolenjska and the Vinica La T e n e 
group in Bela krajina. The latter group is a northern 
extension of the Iapodic group in the Lika, Gorski 
Kotar and nor thwes te rn Bosnia (Dula r 1985, 28-
29). 

It is, thus, feasible that Bela kra j ina was par t 
of Liburnia and not Pannonia, as has hitherto been 
suggested. The eastern border of this area towards 
the major urban cen t re at Siscia (Sisak) may be 
def ined by the Kolpa marshes in the vicinity of 
Karlovac, a l though addi t ional field work will be 
necessary to confirm this hypothesis. Even if Bela 
kraj ina was part of Pannonia in the Roman pe-
riod, there is no reason to suppose that it could 
not be included in the new administrat ive district 
of Liburnia Tarsacticensis in the early 5th cen-
tury, part icularly as a similar cent re was c rea ted 
at the same t ime in the nor th ( K r a n j ) . T h u s , 
Črnomel j may represen t a s t ronghold , guarding 
the nor thern end of the rou te f rom Pannonia to 
the Kvarner gulf. The similarity between the phase 



2 and 3 ceramic assemblages in Črnomel j and the 
assemblages in Kran j , Slovenian Istria and the 
wes tern Karst can then be explained in te rms of 
supply to a uni tary military system in the 5th and 
early 6th centuries . The reconstruct ion of the site 
or m o r e accu ra t e ly the r e o r g a n i s a t i o n of the 
defenses in the first half of the 6th century (phase 
3) might, t he re fo re , be l inked to the Byzant ine 
reconques t of the a rea in the 6th century. 

The 6th century phase on the site is pe rhaps 
more military in character. At this stage, the number 
of impor t s a p p a r e n t l y decl ines , but t h e r e was 
cont inuing contact with the coast . The low-sta-
tus context of the impor ts in this phase (4) may 
be an indicat ion that impor ts were more plent i-
ful within the se t t l ement as whole, than the ac-
tua l quan t i t y in the excava ted a r ea sugges ts . 
Črnomel j evidently lay outside the Lombard zone, 
the Polis Norikon and fortresses of Pannonia, which 
extended to the crest of the Gorjanci hills (Margetič, 
1992, 149-151) (Fig. 15). 

Late Roman Črnomel j was destroyed at the end 
of the 6th century or the beginning of the 7th 
century. This is probably connected with the Avar 
and Slavic invasions of Italy and Dalmat ia in this 
p e r i o d (op . ci t . 160,161). T h e d e s t r u c t i o n of 
Črnomel j would have opened the alternative route 
to the coast and Avar and Slavic raiding activity 
has been noted in Istria at this t ime. 

Clearly some activity continued on the site af ter 
this, but its exact na ture is unclear. The hydronym 
Lahin ja is in itself an indication of the cont inu-
ing p resence of a Roman i sed popu la t ion . T h e 
cemetery on the banks of the Lahin ja may also 
have con t inued in use, if the analogy with Kran j 
holds good (Sagadin 1988). The Early Slavic cem-
etery a round the Parish church and the choice of 
the town as the cen t re for the 13th century eccle-
siastical organisat ion of Bela kraj ina indicate that 
se t t l ement was a regional cent re f rom the lat ter 
part of the Early Medieval period onwards. How-
ever, the re is as yet no clear evidence of set t le-
ment be tween the early 7th century and the 14th 
cen tu ry . I n d e e d , the a r chaeo log i ca l ev idence 
suggests that the ruined Late Roman defensive 
walls were still visible in the late 14th century when 
the medieval town wall was cons t ruc ted . 

It is to be hoped that f u r t he r excavation in the 
historic town cen t re will shed light on the Early 
Medieval phase of the town, as well as adding detail 
to our knowledge of this impor tan t La te R o m a n 
centre . This work must include field survey of the 
immeadia te h in ter land of the town and the wider 
region of Bela krajina, if the nature of Late Roman 
se t t l ement is to be fully unders tood . 
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Poznoantični Črnomelj in Bela krajina 

Povzetek 

Č l a n e k obravnava p o d o b o p o z n o a n t i č n e nase lb ine v črno-
mal j skem m e s t n e m jedru , kot j o kažejo rezultat i novejš ih iz-
kopavanj . Č r n o m e l j se nahaja v Beli krajini, skrajni južnovz -
hodni s lovensk i pokraj ini , ki meji s Hrvaško. Z izkopavanj i , ki 
so p o t e k a l a na treh večjih najdiščih v m e s t n e m središču v le-
tih o d 1988 d o 1997, je bila u g o t o v l j e n a večja, dos l e j n e z n a n a 
p o z n o a n t i č n a utrjena nase lb ina . V mes tu j e bila dos le j z n a n a 
prazgodov inska , rimska in z g o d n j e s r e d n j e v e š k a pose l i t ev . 

Pri i zkopavanj ih cerkve sv. D u h a , ki s o p o t e k a l a o d leta 
1988 d o 1991, s o b i l e o d k r i t e o b r a m b n e s trukture . N a j d e n je 
bil del o b r a m b n e g a z idu in okrog l i voga ln i s to lp s s l edov i 
bivanja v njem. V notranjost i nase lb ine je bil i zkopan le manjši 
del in s icer p o d o b s t o j e č o cerkv i jo . V t em d e l u je bi la majh-
na z g o d n j e k r š č a n s k a c e r k e v z m o z a i č n i m t l a k o m v ladji ter 
v e č j o in m a n j š o b i v a l n o s t rukturo p r a v o k o t n e ob l ike . S l e d -
nji sta o b e n a s l o n j e n i na n o t r a n j o f a s a d o v z h o d n e g a o b r a m -
b n e g a obz idja . P o z n o a n t i č n e plast i so b i l e d o b r o s trat i l ic ira-
ne in j a s n o d o a k z u j e j o o b s t o j pe t ih g lavn ih faz: v z p o s t a v i t e v 
n a s e l b i n e ( p o z n o 4. / z g o d n j e 5. s t o l e t j e ) , čas p o s e l i t v e , ob-
d o b j e o b n o v e ( z g o d n j e - s r e d i n a 6. s t o l e t j a ) , druga pose l i -
tvena faza , rušenje ( z g o d n j e 7. s t o l e t j e ) . 

Te l aze s o b i l e p o t r j e n e na n a s l e d n j i h dveh lokac i jah . Pa-
storalni c e n t e r j e bil odkri t pred in m e d g r a d b e n i m i del i le ta 
1995 in 1996. N a h a j a se pr ib l i žno 30 m s e v e r n o o d c e r k v e sv. 
D u h a in kaže p o d o b n o s i tuac i jo . N a j d e n o j e b i lo nada l j eva -
nje v z h o d n e g a de la o b r a m b n e g a z idu, skupaj s p r a v o k o t n i m 
o b r a m b n i m s t o l p o m in d e p o z i t n o t r a n j e - p o s e l i t v e brez arhi-
tekturnih ostankov. Poznoant ična stratigrafija se ujema s prvimi 
tremi fazami pri Sv. D u h u . 

N a j d i š č e na bregu reke Lah in je je b i lo i z k o p a n o pred iz-
gradnjo g lavnega kanal izaci jskega s i s tema v letih 1996 in 1997. 
P o s e l i t v e n e plast i p r a z g o d o v i n s k e g a o b r e ž n e g a nase l ja p o d 
m e s t n i m j e d r o m s o prekr i te z n a p l a v i n s k i m i p las tmi , ki s o 
bi le u tr jene s t l a k o m z z a č e t k a ali s r e d i n e 6. s to le t ja . Prede l 
je bil najverje tneje v rabi kot pr i s tanišče . D e l obrežja s o u p o -
rabljali kot g r o b i š č e . N a t em p o d r o č j u j e b i lo i z k o p a n i h se-
demindvajset poznoant i čn ih ske letnih pokopov . Struktura gro-
bišča in grobni inventar ga oprede l ju je jo kot pokopa l i š če tam-
kajšnjega r o m a n i z i r a n e g a preb iva l s tva v 6. - 7. s to l e t ju . 

O m e n j e n o d a t a c i j o potrjuje p o d r o b n e j š a ana l i za i m p o r -
t irane f ine k e r a m i k e in a m f o r z v s e h treh najdišč . N a j d b e 
a fr i ške s ig i la te , afr iških in v z h o d n o s r e d o z e m s k i l i a m f o r ter 
f ine k e r a m i k e kaže jo , da ima Č r n o m e l j v e l i k o s k u p n e g a z 
najdišči 5. in 6. s t o l e t j a iz z a l e d j a u tr j enega o b m e j n e g a p a s u 
Italije in istrskih o b a l n i h mes t . S s o č a s n i m i najdišči v o s r e d -
nji in severn i S loven i j i p o d o b n i h p o v e z a v ni. V g lavnih rim-
skih urbanih sred i šč ih v zak l jučn ih fazah , ob k o n c u 4. in v 
z a č e t k u 5. s to l e t ja , tovrstn ih najdb ne z a s l e d i m o . Raz l ika je 
še p o s e b e j o č i t n a s p o j a v o m p o z n o a n t i č n e k e r a m i k e in raz-
l ičnih t ipov v z h o d n o s r e d o z e m s k i h a m f o r iz tretje f a z e v Čr-
noml ju . Te o b l i k e se pojav l ja jo v z a h o d n i S loven i j i in Istri, 
m e d t e m ko jih v nekdanj ih urbanih sred i šč ih in v v i š insk ih 
n a s e l b i n a h o s r e d n j e in s e v e r n e S l o v e n j e ni m o č zas led i t i , 
ali pa le r e d k o ( v z h o d n o s r e d o z e m s k e a m f o r e ) . 

A v t o r j e v a p r e d p o s t a v k a je , da je bila č r n o m a l j s k a nase l -
bina a d m i n i s t r a t i v n o s r e d i š č e B e l e kraj ine. Bl ižnje nase l j e 
na Kučarju je b i lo c e r k v e n o sred i šče v isti regiji . N a j d b e ka-
že jo , da v p o z n o a n t i č n e m o b d o b j u ta pokraj ina ni bi la del 



p r o v i n c e Savi je ( južna P a n o n i j a ) . N a s p r o t n o , bo l j v e r j e t n o 
se zdi , da je p r i p a d a l a p o z n o a n t i č n i prov inc i L iburnia Tar-
s a c t i c e n s i s . Ta p r o v i n c a j e bi la južni de l o b r a m b n e g a l o k a 
postavljenega pred nekdanjim utrjenim obmejn im pasom Italije. 
S e v e r n i de l t e g a l o k a j e bo l j z n a n kot p r o v i n c a C a r n i o l a s 
s r e d i š č e m v Kranju ( C a r n i u m ) . Z manjš imi izkopavanj i v t e m 
m e s t u s o b i l e o d k r i t e p o d o b n e n a j d b e . 

Č r n o m e l j se nahaja na s e v e r n e m d e l u p r a z g o d o v i n s k e in 
r imske pot i , ki j e p o t e k a l a o d K v a r n e r s k e g a zal iva d o j u ž n e 
P a n o n i j e p o do l in i K o l p e . To da je r a z l a g o za n a s t a n e k t e g a 
najd i šča in n j e g o v p r o p a d v 7. s to l e t ju . N a s i l n o r u š e n j e je 

v e r j e t n o p o v e z a n o z vpadi A v a r o v in S l o v a n o v v s e v e r n o Ita-
lijo in z a h o d n i B a l k a n v t e m o b d o b j u . Iz d e p o z i t o v f a z e uni -
čen ja izvira s a m o e n a tr iroba p u š č i č n a ost , ki j e m o r d a po -
v e z a n a s t emi dogajanj i . M e s t o je obdrža lo v l o g o središča kon-
t inu irano v srednji vek, kar lahko u g o t o v i m o na pod lag i z g o d -
njes lovansk ih n e k r o p o l iz s a m e g a m e s t n e g a jedra in n jegove 
bl iž ine . Nadal jnj i razvoj m e s t n e g a jedra in o k o l i c e b o g o t o v o 
pr inese l nove u g o t o v i t v e o p o z n o a n t i č n i in z g o d n j e s r e d n j e -
vešk i p o d o b i najdišča. Z a u g o t o v i t e v p o d r o b n e j š e sl ike t ega 
p o m e m b n e g a najdišča je p o t r e b n o v z p o r e d n o z izkopavanj i v 
m e s t u nadal jevat i tudi z raz iskavami v n j e g o v e m zaledju. 

Phil M a s o n 
Z a v o d za vars tvo n a r a v n e 
in ku l turne d e d i š č i n e 
S k a l i c k e g a 1 
S I - 6 8 0 0 N o v o m e s t o 



l'l. 1: Č r n o m e l j . 1 Pas tora ln i c e n t e r ; 2 -8 Sv. D u h . All po t tery . Sca le = 1:3. 
T. 1: Č r n o m e l j . 1 Pas tora ln i c e n t e r ; 2 - 8 Sv. D u h . V s e keramika . M. = 1:3. 
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PI. 2: Č r n o m e l j . 1 ,2 ,4 Sv. D u h ; 3 Pas tora ln i c e n t e r . Al l pot tery . S c a l e = 1:3. 
T. 2: Č r n o m e l j . 1,2,4 Sv. D u h ; 3 Pas tora ln i c e n t e r . V s e k e r a m i k a . M. = 1:3. 
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/'/. 3: Č r n o m e l j . Pas tora ln i c e n t e r . Al l po t tery . Sca le = 1:3. 
T. 3: Č r n o m e l j . Pas tora ln i c e n t e r . V s e k e r a m i k a . M. = 1:3. 



H \ i ' 

/'/. 4: Č r n o m e l j . 1-3 Lahinja R iver l u l g e C o m p l e x ; 4 - 7 Sv. D u h . Al l po t tery . S c a l e = 1:3. 
T. 4: Č r n o m e l j . 1-3 N a j d i š č e na b r e g u reke L a h i n j e ; 4 - 7 Sv. D u h . V s e k e r a m i k a . M. = 1:3. 



w h i t e / b e l a 

[ 1 c l ear / prozorna 

E 5 y e l l o w / r u m e n a 

[ M l a m b e r / j a n t a r 

I - i 

• 
cora l (? ) / kora la (? ) 

g r e e n / z e l e n a 

b r o w n / rjava 

b l u e / m o d r a 

b lack / črna 

I'l. 5: Č r n o m e l j . Lahinja River E d g e C o m p l e x . 1-4,6 grave 20; 5 grave 26; 7 grave 18; 9 grave 23. 1-4 b r o n z e ; 5 g las s and 
cora 1(7); 6 g las s and a m b e r ; 7 glass; 8 s i lver and b r o n z e ; 9 b r o n z e and iron. S c a l e = 1:2. 
T. 5: Č r n o m e l j . N a j d i š č e na bregu reke L a h i n j e . 1-4 ,6 g r o b 20; 5 g r o b 26; 7 grob 18; 9 g r o b 23. 1-4 bron; 5 s t e k l o in korala 
('.'); 6 s t e k l o in jantar; 7 s t ek lo ; 8 s r e b r o in bron; 9 bron in ž e l e z o . M. = 1:2. 





Insert 1: Č r n o m e l j - Sv. D u h : Late R o m a n s truc tures . 
I'ril. I: Č r n o m e l j - Sv. D u h : p o z n o a n t i č n i o b j e k t i . 





HIŠA - ul. Mirana Jarca st 5 -župnišče 

HIŠA - u| Mirana Jurca M~9 — 

Insert 2: Č r n o m e l j - Pas tora ln i c e n t e r : L a t e R o m a n s truc tures and o c c u p a t i o n layers . 
I'ril. 2: Č r n o m e l j - Pas tora ln i c e n t e r : p o z n o a n t i č n i objekt i in ku l turne plast i . 




