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50 Years of Arheoloski vestnik

Slavko CIGLENECKI

The fiftieth anniversary of the publication of the
first individual and central Slovene archaeological
review commemorates a significant achievement
for Slovenia and the Slovenian archaeological
profession, and furthermore it substantiates the
continuity of systematic efforts that reach back to
already the second half of the 19™ century. The
origins of the publication coincide indirectly also
with the emergence and recognition of the first
generation of archaeologists following the Second
World War, and thus also with the beginnings of
more broadly based organization of archaeological
efforts in Slovenia.

The review, conceived by J. KoroSec and now
with chief editors (S. Brodar, J. Sasel, F. Leben,
D. Bozi¢, S. Ciglenecki), has pursued its primary
mission from its very beginnings: to present the
current Slovene region, cleaved between the eastern
alpine world on one side and the western Balkans
on the other. Furthermore, it has attempted to
sustain its initial concept of publishing shorter
archaeological scientific studies and reports, while
at the same time remaining open to archaeologi-
cally auxiliary professions. Invariably, the concern
was to represent all archaeological issues in the
review, and that the space dedicated to critique
and further discussion remain open so as to avoid
developing merely into a journal for individual
currents or reflect only the particular inclina-
tions of individual editors and editorial staff.
The concern was to present the entire Slovene
archaeological profession, its initial and primary
purpose. The second significant task was incited
by the emergence of the need to inform the pro-
fessional public abroad of our research efforts,
consequently special emphasis was granted to the
provision of an exhaustive translation of abstracts
or the articles in their entirety. The review has

thus become an indispensable instrument for
researching the wider eastern alpine region and
the western part of the Balkans.

The anniversary of this review seems the appropri-
ate moment to look back in critical self-reflection
over research determinations and elucidate the
current results, as well as point out any breaches
and issues. Thus the editorial staff requested con-
sequential Slovene archaeologists to contribute, in
their respective fields of specialty, critical reviews
of the current stance in the profession, including
synoptic presentations of the current results and
detailed bibliographies, translated in their entirety.
The discussed period approximately incorporates
the time following 1965, when such reviews cov-
ering the periods ranging from Prehistory to the
Early Middle Ages were published in Arheoloski
vestnik 15-16, 1964-1965.

These synthetically based articles are intended
to portray what is comprehended up till now, and
to caution as to any gaps and to propose viable
corrections in trends wherever necessary. They are
also to point out any particular shifts in research
trends, challenge research results with investiga-
tions elsewhere and promote an incessant critical
approach to research determinations.

The majority of articles requested from the
various authors were acquired during the extended
term that was at our disposal. One exception is
a presentation of the Paleolithic period, as the
author considered an exhaustive review of the
cultural cave site at Divje babe I, of essential im-
portance for understanding the Paleolithic period
in Slovenia, more preferable. Another exception
is a presentation of Roman Provincial artistry
during the Roman period, as this was largely
already published only shortly before in a publi-
cation concerning monuments from Sempeter (J.
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Kastelic, Simbolika mitov na rimskih nagrobnih
spomenikov, Sempeter v Savinjski dolini, Ljubljana
1998). The review is also open to contributions
that exceed the upper chronological limit which
was set in the beginning (approximately 1000 AD).
This limit was quietly transgressed already years

ago, although the number of such discussions or
reports remained trivial. Thus it was our desire to
present in this anniversary edition a more detailed
review of such archaeological investigations. As
the author is currently overburdened, the article
will be published in the following number.
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sistematicnega dela, ki s svojimi zacCetki sega sicer Ze v drugo
polovico 19. st. Zacetek izhajanja sovpada posredno tudi z nasto-
pom in uveljavitvijo prve povojne generacije arheologov in tako z
zacetkom S§irSe organiziranosti arheoloskega dela v Sloveniji.

Vse od nastanka je revija, ki jo je v Zivljenje priklical J. Korosec,
pod glavnimi uredniki (S. Brodar, J. Sasel, F. Leben, D. Bozi¢, S.
Ciglenecki) zasledovala svoje osnovno poslanstvo: predstavljati
sedanje slovensko obmocje, vpeto v vzhodnoalpski svet na eni
in zahodni Balkan na drugi strani. Prav tako je skuSala ohran-
jati prvotni koncept, po katerem naj bi bile v njej objavljene
krajSe arheolo§ke znanstvene Studije in porocila, odprta pa naj
bi bila tudi za pomozne stroke, v kolikor zadevajo arheologi-
jo. Ves cCas je bila prisotna skrb, da bi bila v reviji zastopana
celotna arheolo§ka problematika, prostor pa odprt kritikam in
diskusiji, da se ne bi razvila zgolj v glasilo posameznih struj
ali odrazala le nagnjenja posameznih urednikov in uredniskih
odborov, ampak predstavljala vso slovensko arheolosko stroko,
kateri je prvenstveno tudi namenjena. Kot druga pomembna
naloga se je nakazovala potreba po informiranosti tuje stroko-
vne javnosti o nasem delu, zato je bil dan poseben poudarek
izErpnim prevedenim povzetkom ali celovitim prevodom. S tem
je revija postala nepogresljiv instrument za raziskovanje Sir§ega
vzhodnoalpskega prostora in zahodnega dela Balkana.

Jubilej revije se zdi primeren trenutek, da se ozremo po
opravljenem delu in s kriticno samorefleksijo osvetlimo dose-
danje rezultate, nakazemo vrzeli in probleme.

Uredniski odbor je zato povabil k sodelovanju v tej Stevilki
uveljavljene slovenske arheologe, da na podrocjih svojih spe-

z v celoti prevedenimi zgoS¢enimi predstavitvami dosedanjih
rezultatov ter s podrobno bibliografijo. Obravnavano obdobje
naj bi okvirno zajemalo ¢as po letu 1965, ko so bili v Arheoloskem
vestniku 15-16, 1964-1965, Ze objavljeni tovrstni pregledi od
prazgodovine do zgodnjega srednjega veka.

Sinteti¢no zasnovani ¢lanki naj bi pokazali doslej pridobljena
spoznanja, opozorili na vrzeli in nakazali korekcijo trendov, kjer
je to potrebno. Opozorili naj bi tudi na doloCene prestavitve
tezis¢ raziskav, soocili izsledke z raziskavami drugod in spod-
budili nenehni kriticni odnos do opravljenega dela.

V daljsem roku, ki je bil na razpolago, nam je uspelo pri-
dobiti vecCino ¢lankov naprosenih avtorjev. Izjemi predstavljata
predstavitev paleolitika, kjer se je avtorju zdelo primerneje
objaviti temeljit vpogled v kulturo jame Divje babe I, ki je za
razumevanje paleolitskega obdobja pri nas temeljnega pomena,
in pri predstavitvi provincialne umetnosti rimskega obdobja, ker
je bila le-ta pred kratkim ob objavi Sempetrskih spomenikov
vecidel Ze predstavljena (J. Kastelic, Simbolika mitov na rimskih
nagrobnih spomenikih. Sempeter v Savinjski dolini, Ljubljana
1998). Revija je odprta tudi Ze za prispevke izven zgornjega
casovnega okvira, ki so si ga zadali v zaCetku (okoli leta 1000
n. §.). Ta meja je bila tiho prestopljena Ze pred leti, vendar
je bila doslej koli¢ina razprav oziroma poro¢il majhna. Zato
smo Zeleli prav v jubilejni Stevilki objaviti podrobnejsi pregled
tovrstnih arheoloskih raziskav. Zaradi avtorjeve prezaposlenosti
bo Clanek objavljen v naslednji Stevilki revije.



