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In his encyclopedic articles Ivan Gams often described lakes,
such as the Bled lake on the photograph.
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1 Introduction

Ivan Gams is the most important representative of the third wave of Slovenian geographers who were the
first geographers that graduated after the Second World War (VriSer (2007). The era of the third wave of
Slovenian geographers coincides with the establishment of the communist regime, whereas with Slovenia's
independence in 1991, primacy was assumed by the fourth wave, which is now slowly being replaced by
representatives of a fifth wave.

The period after the Second World War was characterized by gradual specialization, with individuals
focusing on increasingly narrower research areas. New geographical educational and research institutions
were founded, and new geographical disciplines were established that either did not exist or existed only
at an amateur level, and new journals began being published. Slovenian geographers played a sort of lead-
ing role in Yugoslavia because they had the best international contacts and ensured the application of modern
geographical theoretical premises and methods.

There is a difference of opinion on the achievements of the third wave of Slovenian geographers. Igor
Vriser (2007), is fairly critical, claiming that not enough was achieved with regard to the fundamental geo-
graphical question of how to scientifically explain, measure, and substantiate the connections between
geographical elements and the factors in a landscape and criticizes the strong predominance of the ana-
lytical approach, which led to the fragmentation of geography and study of only certain landscape
components. However, a different representative of this group, Vladimir Klemenci¢ (2010), is convinced
that their mission was successful because a number of his contemporaries significantly helped improve
the social profile of geography. In contrast to VriSer, who regards regional geography as the apex of geo-
graphical creativity, while Klemenci¢ claims that the focus of landscape research is on the problem-oriented
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Figure 1: Works of Ivan Gams in the fields other than physical geography, karstology and regional geography according to topics and scientific
level of the articles.
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approach, which generally emphasizes the regional-spatial aspect, but Klemencic¢ argues that a detailed
analysis demands necessary research specialization.

Ivan Gams combined both concepts of geographical thought. On the one hand, he actively advocat-
ed regional geography (Perko 2013) and, on the other, he specialized in karst studies relatively quickly.
Nonetheless, he preserved an incredible research and scholarly breadth, which is mirrored not only in his
interest in and research on karstology (Kranjc 2013) and other branches of physical geography (Zorn and
Komac 2013), but also in his interest in social geography. Gams expressed his viewpoints on research, orga-
nization of geography, and teaching geography. He also remained socially engaged throughout, excelling
as a biographer and chronicler, a writer of numerous encyclopedia articles, and a guardian of good Slovenian
usage, whereby he was actively involved in updating the rules for the Slovenian normative guide and the
appropriate use of geographical names, especially foreign ones. He was especially fond of mountains and
was also a philanthropist.

2 Gams' contribution to geographical terminology

Slovenian geographical terms began appearing in the first Slovenian textbooks published in the first
half of the nineteenth century. A typical example of this is Cigale's Znanstvena terminologija (Technical
Terminology) from 1880, which is actually a German-Slovenian terminological dictionary covering var-
ious research disciplines, including geography. The need to organize the persistently growing scope of
geographical terminology was reflected in the 1925 program developed by the Ljubljana Geographical
Society, in which one of the goals was the unification of Slovenian geographical terminology. However,
since the researchers did not have sufficient experience to realize this goal, it has never been realized.
Terminological problems were also addressed at the first conference of Yugoslav geographers, held in Belgrade
in April 1927 (Kladnik, Lovrencak and Orozen Adamic 2005). A wide variety of expressions related to
surface features, bodies of water, vegetation, and paths were collected by Rudolf Badjura in his 1953 book
Ljudska geografija: Terensko izrazoslovje (Folk Geography: Field Terminology). It was with a report on this
very book in the journal Nasi razgledi (Our Perspectives) that Ivan Gams (1953a) embarked on his ter-
minological mission.

After the Second World War a terminological committee was established at the Institute for the Slovenian
Language at the Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts. It collected technical terms from Slovenian tech-
nical literature. Ivan Gams participated in collecting the material and thus got to know the terminological
issue in greater detail. In 1964, a 130-page list of all the terms recorded was created in addition to a list
of works the terms were taken from. In conjunction with Ilesi¢, Gams was involved in editing and preparing
the geographical headwords for Slovar slovenskega knjiznega jezika (Standard Slovenian Dictionary), which
was published in five volumes between 1970 and 1991 (Kladnik, Lovrencak and Orozen Adamic 2005).

The decision to compile a dictionary of geographical terms was readopted in 1982, and the role of its
coordinator was assumed by Ivan Gams. He had already published articles on this topic s in the 1950s,
and even more in the 1960s (Gams 1955¢, 1961a, 1962b, 1962¢, 1962d, 1963b, 1963d, 1964a, 1967d,
1968d, 1970c). Gams and his colleagues decided to publish an independent volume intended not only
for the Slovenian professional community, but also elsewhere in Yugoslavia. In the framework of the Yugoslav
Association of Geographical Institutions the first Yugoslav conference on karst terminology and the typol-
ogy of karst features was held at the Ljubljana Faculty of Arts in October 1971 (Gams 1971a, 1973c), which
was attended by twenty scholars.

Gams' terminological apex was achieved with the publication of Slovenska kraska terminologija (Slovenian
Karst Terminology; Gams 1973c¢), for which he was the chief editor. This volume starts with an index in
seven languages (Slovenian, Serbian, Croatian, Macedonian, English, German, and French), and contin-
ues with an explanation of individual terms, followed by a historical description of the development of
terminology. The volume concludes with a presentation of some of the most important papers from the
Ljubljana conference (Gams 1973a, 1973b; Kunaver 1973). A year after the Slovenian version of this volume,
a Serbian version (Gavrilovi¢ 1974) and Croatian version (Rogli¢ 1974) were also published. A Macedonian
version was also planned, but it has never been published.

As the most agile creator of karst terminology, Gams became involved in a heated debate with geol-
ogist France Sustersi¢ (Gams 1974b) a year after the publication of Slovenska kraska terminologija. Sustersic
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published a review of this book together with Dusan Novak in the journal Geografski vestnik (Geographical
Gazette; Novak & Sustersi¢ 1974). However, this is not where Gams' work in clarifying the meaning of karst
terminology and its promotion ends; in addition to his contributions in Slovenian publications (Gams 1976a,
1979a, 1980b, 1994j, 1995b, 1996j), he also made contributions to international encyclopedias (Gams 1968b),
conference proceedings (Gams 1977d, 1989a, 19910), and journals (Gams 1993f), which testifies to his
high international profile.

Very early on, Gams also began studying other types of terminology, especially related to geomor-
phology (Gams 1956e, 1964b) and mountaineering (Gams 1965). In addition, he also dedicated a great
deal of attention to environmental terminology issues (Gams 1976b, 1977b). Following this, he returned
to studying geomorphological terminology (Gams 1986g, 1989i, 1989j, 1994h) and issues connected with
natural disasters (Gams 19911).

These interests are clearly connected with his work on Geografski terminoloski slovar (Dictionary of
Geographical Terms; Kladnik, Lovrencak and Orozen Adamic 2005), on which he reported in one of his
last contributions in addition to discussing the meaning of the terms pokrajina, krajina, and regija (all
‘region’; Gams 2007). In October 1983, Gams, as the project coordinator, informed his assistants in writ-
ing about the criteria for selecting terms for the geographical terminology dictionary. Even though Gams
was not involved in completing it, his conceptual contribution is more than clear: he provided entries for
karst geography, geomorphology, climate geography, and general geography (Gams 2005b).

3 Gams's contribution to geographical names

Slovenia received its first world atlas relatively early; this was Atlant, which was published in fascicles
from 1869 to 1877. It was edited by the lawyer and linguist Matej Cigale. One of Cigale's contemporaries

MIHA PAVSEK

Figure 2: Ivan Gams discussed a lot about the naming of the landscape in the hinterland of the Adriatic sea.
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was the high-profile Austrian cartographer Blasius Kozenn, who was ethnically Slovenian and earned a degree
in natural science. His atlases were reprinted numerous times and published in six languages. His later
co-produced editions were published in even more languages, but none of them in Slovenian (Bratec
Mrvaretal. 2011).

Anton Melik (1928) was the first geographer that systemically pointed out the problems with spelling
foreign place names in Slovenian. Since then, geographical onomastics has been of great interest to Slovenian
geographers, although the majority of them only encounter this topic and study it in parallel because they
specialize in other branches of geography (Kladnik 2012).

Since the beginning of the 1970s, geographers have in principle been advocating the predominant use
of native names, which to a certain degree runs against Slovenian's rich heritage in this area. In this regard,
Ivan Gams was the most engaged and prominent geographer because he made continuous efforts to stan-
dardize Slovenian geographical names and simplify their capitalization. Gams' first article on geographical
names, in which he addresses the non-uniform use of Slovenian exonyms, was published in the mid-1960s
(Gams 1964c).

Slovenian linguists did occasionally agree with geographers' suggestions, but they generally did not
accept their initiatives (cf. Kladnik 2006, 31—40). This created an impression among the public that there
was a huge dispute between the two disciplines.

Disagreements were caused not only by different opinions on the appropriate use of foreign geographical
names and the consequent spelling of Slovenian geographical names for places outside Slovenia, but also
the use of capitalization in multiword names. The linguists did not really listen to the geographers, who,
due to the international obligations tried to follow the UN recommendations on geographical names, espe-
cially the use of exonyms. Geographers did not sufficiently take into account the rich Slovenian tradition
of nativizing foreign geographical names but, on the other hand, they fervently rejected exonyms from
Slovenian territory in other languages, especially German and Italian.
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Figure 3: One of the first articles of lvan Gams was devoted to the People’s Republic of China. The photograph presents farmes on terraced
rice fields in southern Yunnan.
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In 1971, the Slovenian Geographical Society decided to simplify certain rules about how to write geo-
graphical names. Therefore, under the organizational leadership of Ivan Gams, the society turned to the
SAZU Institute of the Slovenian Language to co-organize a public conference on the use of geographical
names (Gams 1972g, 1972h, 1972j).

Nacrt pravil za novi slovenski pravopis (Draft Rules for the New Slovenian Normative Guide) was pub-
lished in 1981. In connection with this, the research section of the Slovenian Geographical Society held
a public consultation on the use of geographical names. At this consultation (Gams 1984e), Slovenian geo-
graphers highlighted that they opposed the establishment of the »write as you speak« principle; they opposed
the proposed transliteration of Roman script into Slovenian; and in line with the UN recommendations
and for completely practical communicational reasons they did not agree with the increase in the num-
ber of exonyms (Gams 1982c, 1982¢, 1982f).

The geographical committee was reorganized into the Geographical Names Committee as part of
the Slovenian Geographical Society which was chaired by Ivan Gams. Among other things, he wrote
(Gams 1984b, 19850) that it was geographers that had first become aware of the problem of standardiz-
ing geographical names and highlighted the need for international standardization in the conclusions of
the first international geographical conference in 1871.

As regards standardization of geographical names and toponymy and toponomastics that were addressed
at a conference on standardizing geographical names in the various languages of Yugoslavia held in Sarajevo
in 1984 (Gams 1984d, 1984e; Kunaver 1984) Gams wrote the following (1984d, 121): » For many partici-
pants, including linguists and geographers, the reports on international standardization efforts were completely
new.« Later on, Gams published several more articles about the confusion and arbitrariness of names of
regions in the media (Gams 1986d) and in journals (Gams 1987j, 1990g, 1991a).

At times, he still complained about the use of capitalization in geographical names, which he found
inappropriate (Gams 1990i), and also touched upon the standardization of the Slovenian names of coun-
tries (Gams 1989h). He was especially fond of studying the appropriate use of specific names (Gams 1989b),
such as the hydronym Reka (Gams 1993e, 1993g) and the oronym Sneznik (Gams 1993e). His exceptional
knowledge of his native region and his refined sense of dealing with geographical names were definitely
the reason why linguists (despite their disagreements) invited him to assist in the compilation of the guide
Slovenska krajevna imena (Slovenian Toponyms) as the most competent informant for the correct spelling
of toponyms in the municipalities of Dravograd and Slovenj Gradec (Gams 1985g, 1985k).

4 Social geography and conceptual contributions

This part of Gams' research is less known to the public, but it reflects the incredible breadth of his geographical
thought and restless spirit, which responded energetically to current sociopolitical developments at home
and abroad.

Very early on, Gams became involved in rural geography (Gams 1957a) and, in his studies of the region-
al differences in the transformation of agriculture in the Alps (Gams 1969a) and the value of the humid
tropical zone for agriculture (Gams 1972c), he added broader regional and global dimensions to this branch
of geography. He also made a vital contribution to geographical research on mountain farms in the 1980s,
in which he examined the part of the Pohorje Hills around Slovenj Gradec (Gams 1982b, 1983e, 1984a);
prior to this, he studied the transformation of the mountain village of Ojstrica above Dravograd in con-
junction with Jakob Medved (Medved and Gams 1968). He studied land use and improvement of agricultural
land in the Karst region either together with other researchers (Gams, Lovrencak, & Ingoli¢ 1971; Gams
& Gabrovec 1999) or alone (Gams 19871, 1991n); these studies formed the basis for the development of
the Slovenian school of landscape ecology under his leadership (Kunaver 2005, 9).

In his early career, Gams was attracted by the development of tourism (Gams 1956a, 1959b, 1963a,
1963c, 1963e), and he also tackled transport geography (Gams 1957¢); in his mature years, he published
several articles on the conditions and potentials of economic development (Gams 1994b, 2001a, 2002b).
His two articles on the power industry also belong to this thematic category (Gams 1957b; Pagon &
Gams 1971). He also dealt with population issues, and it was actually this topic that he used to begin his
magnificent body of work (Gams 1952a, 1952b, 1952¢). His demographic studies on Slovenia (Gams 1961b)
and abroad (Gams 1958b) were followed by reflections on the demographic threat to the Slovenian pop-
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ulation (Gams 1962a, 1972¢), and articles on population density by physical geography zones (Gams 1978b)
and available human living space (1982d). He also wrote about his views on deprivation and famine
around the world (Gams 19880). It is worth to emphasize his comparative analysis between population
of Afghanistan and peoples of western Balkans (Gams 2001b). Based on the 1991 census data, he expand-
ed his textbook Geografske znacilnosti Slovenije (Geographical Features of Slovenia) to include current
socio-geographic changes (Gams 1993b).

Gams was an excellent observer of life in foreign countries. He published articles on his views of Romania
(Gams 1967a), Bulgaria (Gams 1967¢), and the Soviet Union (Gams 1975b). Specially in his later career,
he used a problem-oriented approach in presenting individual countries. He used this approach to pre-
sent China (1956d), Tunisia (1968e), the Iberian Peninsula (Gams 1979b), Japan (Gams 1980a), Scandinavia
(Gams 1980c), Malta (Gams 1986b), and Israel (Gams 1990f) to geographers and the general public.

He occasionally informed the public of his views on geography (Gams 1970d, 1977a; Gamsetal. 1981),
its organization (Gams 1970a, 1972f), and Slovenian geographic research (Gams 1960c, 1983f, 1985h,
1986¢, 19921i), in which he also discussed the borders between science and parascience together with his
adherents (Zavrnik etal. 1993). He took up the idea and planned one of the main Slovenian geographi-
cal research projects, the national atlas (Gams 1966b, 1967b, 1968a), which was published in 1998 under
the title Geografski atlas Slovenije (Geographical Atlas of Slovenia) after long years of efforts (Fridletal. 1998).
Very early on, Gams became aware of the role and importance of municipal atlases (Gams 1981c), but
they have never been designed, especially due to a lack of funding.

Gams was continuously involved in school geography and geographical education. Already at the very
beginning of this career, he touched on the issue of university and research institutions (Gams 1953b).
Later on, he often reflected on, discussed, and took issue with education in primary schools (Gams 1969b;
Gams & Sircelj 1970; Gams 1993c), secondary schools (Gams 1974a, 1975a, 1993c¢, 2002d; Gams, Resnik
Planinc, & Saarinen 1993), and universities (Gams 1960b, 1991k).

Gams was also active as political geographer. He publically presented his viewpoints when Slovenia
became independent and reorganized its administrative-political structure. He addressed both the estab-
lishment of new municipalities (Gams 1991b) and the still unsuccessful establishment of administrative
regions (Gams 1998b). He displayed a continuous interest in the current political developments in Slovenia's
close surroundings (Gams 1992b) as well as more distant ones (Gams 1994i, 1994k), in which he strove
for a better and safer future without wars and armed conflicts. Naturally, he was also interested in ethni-
cally Slovenian cross-border areas. He did not study this topic in great detail, but he occasionally
expressed his opinion on current developments in newspapers (Gams 1972d, 1979¢, 1995e).

5 Contributions to encyclopedias

Thanks to his extensive knowledge and geographical breadth, Gams' assistance was always welcomed in
the preparation of encyclopedic works. He began his mission in this area by writing entries for the fourth
volume of Krajevni leksikon Slovenije (Slovenian Gazetteer; Savnik 1980). He contributed extensive geo-
graphical descriptions of all four Carinthian municipalities, now the administrative units of Dravograd,
Radlje ob Dravi, Ravne na Koroskem, and Slovenj Gradec, to this gazetteer in addition to the descriptions
of thirty-four settlements in the Municipality of Slovenj Gradec. He also prepared the descriptions of the
settlements in the Municipality of Slovenj Gradec for the new version of Krajevni leksikon Slovenije (Orozen
Adami¢, Perko and Kladnik 1995; Orozen Adamic, Perko and Kladnik 1996).

Gams wrote fifteen entries for the Enciklopedija Jugoslavije (Encyclopedia of Yugoslavia), for which six
volumes up to letter K were completed, but then the project was terminated with the 1991 breakup of
Yugoslavia. His entries included descriptions of Slovenian Dinaric and mountainous regions (Gams 1983b,
1985b, 1985e, 1988k, 1990d, 1990e), a comprehensive description of the relief of Yugoslavia (Gams 1990c¢)
and Slovenian Alps (1983a), an entry on the Dobratsch mountain range across the Slovenian border in
Austria (Gams 1987g), descriptions of three important Slovenian lakes (Gams 1985a, 1985c¢, 1985d), two
settlements (Gams 1987h; Gams and Sagel 1985), and one of the most important Slovenian geographers,
Svetozar Ile$i¢ (Gams 19881).

He performed outstanding work on the central Slovenian encyclopedia project, Enciklopedija Slovenije,
which was published in sixteen volumes between 1987 and 2002. Gams contributed 91 entries for it either
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independently or co-authored, including some of the key ones (Gams 1988g, 1989¢, 1989d, 1989¢, 19891,
1991f, 19951, 1996¢, 1996g; Gams and Petkovsek 1990; Gams et al. 1996; Gabrovec, Gams and Hrvatin 1997).

He made an important contribution to describing the Slovenian landscapes (Gams 1987b, 1987d, 1988b,
1988d, 1988h, 1988i, 1990a, 1992d, 1992¢, 1995}, 1997d; Gams, Ajdic in Ferenc 1987; Gams etal. 1987; Gams
and Ramovs 1990a, 1990b; Gams, Ramovs and Kriznar 1990; Gams and Zevart 1993; Gams et al. 1995).
He helped prepare entries on the traditional Slovenian regions (Gams etal. 1989; Gams in Strucl 1991;
Gams in Marusi¢ 1995; Gams in Zevart 1999b) and karst and karst phenomena (Gams 1991h, 1991i, 1991j;
Gams and Sustersi¢ 1991). He also prepared several entries describing Slovenian and Carinthian moun-
tains (Gams 1988j, 1989g, 1991c, 1991d, 1992g, 1994c, 1994e, 1994f, 1998e, 2000; Gams, Cas and
Wraber 1994; Gams and Linasi 1998; Gams, Wraber and Kunc 2000), lakes (Gams 1987c, 1987¢, 1988f,
1991c, 1992f, 1994g, 1995h, 1995k, 2000; Gams et al. 1988), watercourses (Gams 1996f; Gams etal. 1993;
Gams, Zupan and Povz 1994; Gams and Toman 1995), settlements (Gams 1988c, 1994d, 1995f, 1997c,
1998c, 1998d, 1999b; Gams & Grafenauer 1992; Gams and Hozjan 1993; Gams and Linasi 1994; Gams
and Stopar 1994; Gams and Zevart 1994, 1999b; Gams, Mlingek and Oder 1999), and municipalities (Gams
and Skoberne 1997a,1997b). Gams was in charge of the entries describing Austrian Carinthia, which also
has an ethnic Slovenian population (Gams 1988a, 1991e, 1992¢, 1995g; Gams and Linasi 1996). As an excel-
lent biographer, he prepared entries on the Serbian geographer Jovan Cviji¢ (Gams 1988e), and the Slovenian
geographers Svetozar Ilesi¢ (Gams 1990b), Andrej Kranjc (Gams 1991g), Vital Manohin (Gams 1992h),
and Darko Radinja (Gams 1996d).

Ivan Gams is a great fan of mountains. This is proved by his encyclopedic contributions, and perhaps
even more by over ten articles that he wrote for the journal Planinski vestnik (Mountain Gazette), in which
he presented Slovenian mountains in his characteristic personal style (Gams 1953c, 1954, 1955a, 1956¢,
1960a, 1962¢, 19664, 19721, 1977¢, 1987a). He also presented the MidZor Mountain on Serbian-Bulgarian

MIHA PAVSEK

Figure 4: The Gail/Zilja valley with the Dobratsch/Dobra¢ mountain; Gams prepared several encyclopedic articles about Carinthia, a Slovenia-Austria
cross-border region.
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border (1988q). He wrote about the modern version of the journey from Litija to Catez in the journal
Nasi razgledi (Gams 1958a). He is one of the authors of the mountain guide Z Urslje gore do Savinje (From
Mount Urslja to the Savinja River; Gams 1958¢; 1964d), and his regional description of Slovenian moun-
tains in the popular coffee-table book Slovenske gore (Slovenian Mountains; Gams 1982a) is considered
especially important. His articles on mountains also include one describing Mount Everest (Gams 1955b).

As an enthusiastic photographer, he wrote an article about the photographic depiction of land-
scape (Gams 1959a). In his home environment, he published a brief text about his childhood memories
(Gams 19961), and expressed his philanthropic side in a text describing his relationship to other cultures
(Gams 1995c¢).

6 Biographical contributions

Even leaving aside his numerous book reviews, which he regularly published especially in the journal
Geografski vestnik, Ivan Gams was also one of Slovenia's most productive geographical biographers. He
wrote more contributions of this type in the second half of his career, when he had already obtained the
status of a highly respected and objective scholar, whose opinion had great weight. Therefore it is not
surprising that he was »in charge« of monitoring and evaluating the scholarly creativity and teaching per-
formance of the most respected Slovenian geographers. He dedicated the majority (i.e., eleven) of his articles
to academy member Svetozar Ilesi¢ (Gams 1967¢, 1977¢, 1985f, 1985i, 19851, 1985m, 1985n, 19864, 1996¢,
1999a, 2008). He only reported on another important Slovenian geographer, Anton Melik, after his death
(Gams 1991m, 2005a, 2005c), as on natural scientist Ferdinand Seidl (Gams 1992a), the precursor of
Slovenian scientific regional geography. He diligently followed all the milestone birthdays and also the
later death of the prominent representative of the interwar group of Slovenian geographers, Valter Bohinc
(Gams 1968c, 1978a, 1984f, 1984g), and he also presented the work and achievements of social geograph-
er and academician Igor VriSer (Gams 1990h, 1993a). As an academy member, he presented the youngest
Slovenian academy member in geography, the karst specialist Andrej Kranjc (Gams 1995d, 1996a, 2002a).

Gams also wrote about the achievements of the Slovenian geographers France Planina (Gams 1971b),
Vilko FinZgar (1972a), Roman Savnik (Gams 1972b), Tone Oblak (Gams 1974¢), Marjan Zagar (Gams 1980d,
1981b, 1984c), Danilo Furlan (Gams 1983c, 1983d), Cene Malovrh (Gams 1985j), Drago Meze (Gams 1986e,
1996b, 1996h), Darko Radinja (Gams 1987f, 19871, 1997a, 1997b), Milan Sifrer (Gams 1988n), Jurij Kunaver
(Gams 1993d, 2003), Peter Habi¢ (Gams 1994a), Slava Rakovec (Gams 2002e) when they celebrated
milestone birthdays or when they died and also autobiographical articles about himself and his work
(Gams 1988m, 1995a). Gams informed the Slovenian professional community of the deaths of the promi-
nent Yugoslav physical geographers Josip Rogli¢ (Gams 1987k, 1987m, 1987n) and Milislav Lutovac
(Gams 1988p), as well as the death of eminent physical geographers from other countries that special-
ized in karst studies, such as Jean Corbel (Gams 1970b) and Herbert Lechmann (Gams 1971c), and the
geographer and geologist Julius Fink (Gams 1981a). He wrote an article about the French geomorphol-
ogist Jean Corbel (Gams and Kranjc 2004) who was appointed an honorary member of the Slovenian
Academy of Sciences and Arts.

In the journal Geografski vestnik, on whose seventieth anniversary he reported in the editorial for its
67th issue (Gams 19951), he also bid farewell to his fellow academy member, the geologist Ivan Rakovec
(Gams 1986f), and his colleague Dusan Novak (Gams 1998a), who specialized in caves; in the Czech spele-
ological journal Speleo, he wrote about one of the pioneers of systematically studying and inventorying
the Slovenian karst underground and one of those that contributed to founding the Society for Cave
Exploration, which was established in Ljubljana in 1910: Viljem Putick (Wilhelm Puttik), a native of Moravia
(Gams 2002¢). Gams had already written an article about Putick in the central Slovenian natural science
journal Proteus in the 1950s (1956b).

7 Editing work
Because Gams wrote a lot, he did not have much time to work as an editor; he probably was not as good

at editing, and also was not as fond of it as of writing. He only rarely edited works by himself; for exam-
ple, the publications Vodnik kongresne ekskurzije po dinarskem krasu (Guide to the Dinaric Karst Region
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for the Conference Excursion, 1965), Karst Processes and Relevant Landforms (1976), and Naravne nesrece
v Sloveniji kot nasa ogroZenost (Natural Disasters in Slovenia as a Threat, 1983). He more often served as
a co-editor, such as for the volumes Dolenjska zemlja in ljudje (Lower Carniola and Its People, 1962), Zbornik
VI. kongresa geografov FLR] v LR Sloveniji (Proceedings of the Sixth Conference of Geographers of the
Federal People's Republic of Yugoslavia in the People's Republic of Slovenia, 1962), Jamarski prirocnik
(Speleology Manual, 1964), the English publications Karst and Man and Man's Impact in Dinaric Karst
(1987), and the important book for geographical experts Geografija Slovenije (Geography of Slovenia, 1998).
From 1983 to 1994, he was the co-editor of the journal Geografski zbornik, and was a member of the edi-
torial board of the main Slovenian geographical journal Geografski vestnik for thirty-nine years.

Ivan Gams was member of numerous Slovenian and international research bodies (Kunaver 2005).
He was the chair of the Slovenian Society for Cave Exploration, the chair of the Slovenian Geographical
Society between 1968 and 1972, and for a short time also the chair of its Ljubljana branch.

Between 1983 and 1995, he chaired the research council of the ZRC SAZU Anton Melik Geographical
Institute. He also served one term as the head of the Department of Geography at the University of Ljubljana's
Faculty of Arts.

In 1978, he was elected an honorary member of the Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts, and has
been a full member since 1985. In 1993, the European Academy of Sciences and Arts, founded in Salzburg,
appointed him a full member. In December 1993, he was appointed a distinguished professor at the pro-
posal of the Faculty of Arts' Department of Geography. He is also an honorary citizen of the Municipality
of Slovenj Gradec (Kunaver 2005).

8 Conclusion

As already noted by Kunaver (2005), exceptional figures are one of the greatest added values of the nation-
al discipline because they serve as a precious model at home, and also make an impact abroad. In Slovenian

PRIMOZ PIPAN

Slika 5: Med vsemi vzpetinami je bila Gamsu morda najbliZja pleCata Urslja gora ali Pleivec.
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geography, such a place is held by Ivan Gams, which is proved not only by his extensive lists of published
works, but also his broad view of and interest in a wide variety of issues in geography and current social
developments. His most striking characteristics as a scholar, researcher, and teacher include nonconfor-
mity, tactfulness, originality, diversity of geographical thought, paving new research paths and methods,
and unveiling issues that no one in Slovenia had generally tackled before him. This is complemented by
his Carinthian stubbornness, relentlessness, and unbending nature, which helped him tread his own path
without relying on the ruling circles and exploiting the advantage of »appropriate« sociopolitical affilia-
tion.
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1 Uvod

Ivan Gams je najvidnejsi predstavnik tretje generacije slovenskih geografov oziroma generacije geografov,
ki so diplomirali po drugi svetovni vojni (Vrier 2007). Obdobje te generacije slovenskih geografov sov-
pada s socialisticnim druzbenim redom, z osamosvojitvijo Slovenije leta 1991 pa je primat prevzela Cetrta
generacija slovenskih geografov, ki jo pocasi Ze izpodrivajo pripadniki pete generacije.

Za ¢as po drugi svetovni vojni so znacilni postopna specializacija z usmerjanjem posameznikov v ce-
dalje ozja podrocja znanstvenega zanimanja, vznik novih geografskih izobraZevalnih in znanstvenih ustanov
in geografskih znanstvenih panog, izhajati so zacele nove znanstvene in strokovne revije. Slovenski geo-
grafi so imeli znotraj Jugoslavije na nek nacin vodilno vlogo, saj so imeli razvejene mednarodne stike in
so skrbeli za uveljavljanje sodobne geografske teorije in metod.

Mnenja o dosezkih tretje generacije slovenskih geografov so deljena. Vriser (2007) kriti¢no ugotavlja,
da se je premalo postorilo na temeljnem geografskem problemu, kako znanstveno razloziti, izmeriti in
utemeljiti povezanost geografskih prvin in dejavnikov v pokrajini, ocita tudi mocno prevlado analitske-
ga pristopa, kar je vodilo v drobljenje geografije in obravnavo zgolj nekaterih pokrajinskih sestavin. Na
drugi strani je Klemencic¢ (2010) preprican, da je bilo njeno poslanstvo uspesno, saj so njeni §tevilni pri-
padniki pomembno prispevali k pove¢anemu druzbenemu ugledu geografije. VriSer vidi krono geografske
ustvarjalnosti v regionalni geografiji, Klemenci¢ pa pri preucevanju pokrajine v ospredje postavlja prob-
lemski pristop, ki zahteva oZjo znanstveno specializacijo.

Ivan Gams je zdruzeval oba koncepta geografske misli. Na eni strani se je aktivno zavzemal za regional-
no geografijo (Perko 2013), na drugi pa se je kmalu specializiral v krasoslovje. Pri tem je ohranjal neverjetno
znanstveno in strokovno $irino, kar se odraza ne le v njegovem zanimanju za krasoslovje (Kranjc 2013)
in druge panoge fizi¢ne geografije in njihovem raziskovanju (Zorn in Komac 2013), ampak tudi v zanimanju
za druzbeno geografijo. Svoja stalisca je izrazil tudi na podro¢jih znanstvenega udejstvovanja, organizi-
ranosti geografije in njenega poucevanja. Vseskozi pa je bil tudi druzbeno angaziran, zato se je izkazal
kot biograf in kronist, pisec $tevilnih enciklopedi¢nih prispevkov in skrbnik klenega slovenskega jezika,
pri ¢emer se je dejavno angaziral pri posodabljanju pravil za slovenski pravopis in ustrezni rabi zemlje-
pisnih imen, zlasti tujih. Poseben odnos je imel do slovenskih gora, izkazal se je tudi kot ¢lovekoljub.

Slika 1: Gamsovi prispevki zunaj fiziCne geografije, krasoslovja in regionalne geografije glede na tematiko in strokovno raven obravnave.
Glej angleski del prispevka.

2 Gamsov prispevek h geografski terminologiji

Slovenski zemljepisni izrazi so se zaceli pojavljati v prvih slovenskih u¢benikih iz prve polovice 19. sto-
letja. Znacilen primer je Cigaletova Znanstvena terminologija iz leta 1880, ki je v bistvu nemsko-slovenski
slovar izrazja razli¢nih znanstvenih podrodij, tudi geografskih. Potreba po ureditvi vztrajno rastocega obsega
geografskega izrazja je odsevala v programu odbora Geografskega drustva v Ljubljani za leto 1925, ko so
njegovi ¢lani imeli v mislih sestavo enotne slovenske geografske terminologije. Ker za njeno pripravo takrat
niso imeli dovolj izkusenj, je ostalo zgolj pri neuresnic¢enih zamislih. O terminoloskih zadregah so spre-
govorili na prvem kongresu jugoslovanskih geografov aprila 1927 v Beogradu (Kladnik, Lovren¢ak in OroZen
Adamic 2005). Veliko izrazov o povrsinskih oblikah, vodovju, rastlinstvu, poteh in podobnem je v knji-
gi Ljudska geografija, s podnaslovom Terensko izrazoslovje, ki je iz8la leta 1953, zbral Rudolf Badjura. Prav
s porocilom o tej knjigi v Nasih razgledih je Gams (1953a) zacel svoje terminolosko poslanstvo.

Po 2. svetovni vojni je bila na Institutu za slovenski jezik Slovenske akademije znanosti in umetnosti
ustanovljena terminoloska komisija. Gradivo se je zbiralo z izpisovanjem strokovnih izrazov iz slovenske
strokovne literature. Med izpisovalci je bil tudi Ivan Gams, ki se je ob tem podrobneje seznanil s termi-
nolosko problematiko. Leta 1964 sta bila izdelana dva seznama, in sicer 130 strani obsegajo¢ seznam izpisanih
terminov ter seznam del, iz katerih so bili izpisani. Pozneje je Gams skupaj z Ilesicem sodeloval pri redak-
ciji in pripravi geografskih gesel za Slovar slovenskega knjiznega jezika, ki je v petih knjigah izsel med
letoma 1970 in 1991 (Kladnik, Lovrencak in Orozen Adami¢ 2005).

Ponovna odloditev o izdelavi geografskega terminoloskega slovarja je bila sprejeta leta 1982, nalogo
koordinatorja pa je prevzel Ivan Gams. Tovrstne zapise je objavljal Ze v petdesetih in $e bolj v $estdesetih
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letih prejsnjega stoletja (Gams 1955¢, 1961a, 1962b, 1962¢, 1962e, 1963b, 1963d, 1964a, 1967d, 1968d
in 1970c). V Gamsu in sodelavcih je dozorela misel o izdaji samostojnega knjiznega dela, namenjenega
ne le slovenski, ampak tudi drugi jugoslovanski strokovni javnosti. V okviru Zveze geografskih ustanov
Jugoslavije je bil oktobra 1971 na ljubljanski Filozofski fakulteti izveden prvi jugoslovanski simpozij o kras-
ki terminologiji in tipologiji kraskih terenov (Gams 1971ain 1973c, 34), ki se ga je udelezilo 20 strokovnjakov.

Gams je dosegel svoj terminoloski vrh z izidom Slovenske kraske terminologije (Gams 1973c¢), v kate-
ri se je podpisal kot glavni urednik, V njej je najprej sedemjezi¢ni (slovenski, srbski, hrvaski, makedonski,
angleski, nemski in francoski) seznam izrazov, potem je podrobneje razlozen njihov pomen, sledita e histo-
riat nastanka terminologije in predstavitev nekaterih najbolj relevantnih referatov z ljubljanskega
simpozija (Gams 1973a in 1973b; Kunaver 1973). Leto za slovensko razli¢ico kraske terminologije sta izsli
njeni srbska (Gavrilovic 1974) in hrvaska (Roglic¢ 1974) razlic¢ica, medtem ko je naértovana makedonska
terminologija ostala le na idejni ravni.

Kot najbolj agilen snovalec kraske teminologije se je Gams leto po njenem izidu spustil v polemiko
z geologom Francetom Sustersi¢em (Gams 1974b), ki je skupaj z Dusanom Novakom objavilo njeno oceno
v Geografskem vestniku (Novak in Sustersi¢ 1974). S tem se njegovo delo pri razéi¢evanju pomena kraske-
ga izrazja in njegovi promociji ni zakljucilo; poleg objav v domacih publikacijah (Gams 1976a, 1979a, 1980b,
1994j, 1995b in 1996j) obsega tudi zapise v tujih enciklopedijah (Gams 1968b), kongresnih zbornikih
(Gams 1977d, 1989a in 19910) in znanstveni periodiki (Gams 1993f), kar izpri¢uje njegovo mednarodno
uglednost.

Sicer pa se je Gams Ze zgodaj zacel ukvarjati tudi z drugim izrazjem, zlasti geomorfoloskim (Gams 1956e
in 1964b) in gorniskim (Gams 1965). Precej pozornosti je namenil okoljskim terminologkim raz¢i§¢evanjem
(Gams 1976b in 1977b). Zatem se je znova posvetil geomorfoloskim terminoloskim izzivom (Gams 1986g,
19891, 1989j in 1994h) in vprasanjem s podrocja naravnih nesre¢ (Gams 19911).

Tovrstno zanimanje je zagotovo povezano z njegovim delom pri Geografskem terminoloskem slovarju
(Kladnik, Lovrencak in Orozen Adami¢ 2005), o katerem je ob polemiziranju pomena pojmov pokrajina,
krajina in regija poroc¢al v enem od svojih zadnjih zapisov (Gams 2007). Oktobra 1983 je Gams kot koor-
dinator projekta pisno seznanil sodelavce s podrobneje opredeljenimi izhodis¢i za izbor terminov, ki naj
bi bili predstavljeni v njem. Ceprav Gams pri njegovi finalizaciji ni sodeloval, je ve¢ kot opazen njegov vse-
binski prispevek, saj je pripravil gesla s podrocij geografije krasa, geomorfologije, klimatogeografije in splosne
geografije (Gams 2005b).

3 Gamsov prispevek k zemljepisnim imenom

Slovenci smo Ze razmeroma zgodaj dobili prvi atlas sveta, ki je izhajal v snopicih (Atlant 1869-1877). Za
njegovo redakcijo je poskrbel pravnik in jezikoslovec Matej Cigale. Cigaletov sodobnik je bil naravoslovno
izobrazen vrhunski avstrijski kartograf, Slovenec Blaz Kocen (Blasius Kozenn), katerega atlasi so doziveli
$tevilne ponatise in izsli v Sestih jezikih, v $e ve¢ jezikih pa njihove sodobnejse koprodukcijske izdaje, vendar
med njimi ni bilo nobene v slovens¢ini (Bratec Mrvar s sodelavci 2011).

Prvi geograf, ki je sistemsko opozoril na teZave pri zapisovanju tujih krajevnih imen je bil Anton Melik
(1928). Od takrat slovenske geografe zemljepisno imenoslovje $e kako zanima, ¢eprav se vecina z njim
srecuje in ukvarja le vzporedno, ker je specializirana v druge geografske panoge (Kladnik 2012).

Geografi se Ze od zacetka sedemdesetih let prej$njega stoletja naceloma zavzemamo za prevladujoco
rabo originalnih imen, kar je v dolo¢eni meri navzkriz z bogatim izro¢ilom slovenskega jezika na podroc¢-
ju tovrstne rabe. Pri tem je bil najbolj angaZiran in izpostavljen geograf prav Ivan Gams, ki se je vseskozi
zavzemal tudi za standardizacijo zemljepisnih imen in ob tem za poenostavitve pri rabi velike in male zacet-
nice v zemljepisnih imenih. Gamsov prvi ¢lanek o zemljepisnih imenih, v katerem opozarja na neenotno
rabo slovenskih eksonimov, je iz$el sredi Sestdesetih let (Gams 1964c).

Jezikoslovci so geografom sem in tja prisluhnili, najveckrat pa so njihove pobude zavrnili (Kladnik 2006,
31-40). V javnosti se je ustvaril vtis, da gre za hud spor med strokama.

Slika 2: Gams je zelo zavzeto razpravljal o ustreznem poimenovanju pokrajine v zaledju slovenskega dela Jadranskega morja.
Glej angleski del prispevka.
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Nesporazume ni povzrocalo le razli¢no mnenje o primerni rabi tujih zemljepisnih imen in recipro¢-
no o ustreznih zapisih slovenskih zemljepisnih imen v tujini, ampak tudi pisanje velike in male zacetnice
v vecbesednih imenih. Jezikoslovci so premalo zavzeto prisluhnili geografom, ki so zaradi sprejetih med-
narodnih obveznosti skusali slediti priporocilom resolucij OZN v zvezi z zemljepisnimi imeni, predvsem
tistim o rabi eksonimov. Geografi so morda premalo upostevali bogato slovensko izro¢ilo podomacevanja
tujih zemljepisnih imen, na drugi strani pa so zaradi zgodovinskega spomina gorece zavracali eksonime
s slovenskega ozemlja, $e zlasti v nems¢ini in italijanscini.

Leta 1971 je v Geografskem drustvu Slovenije dozorel sklep, da je treba poenostaviti pravila o pisavi
zemljepisnih imen. Drustvo se je pod organizacijskim vodstvom Ivana Gamsa obrnilo na Institut za Slo-
venski jezik SAZU, da bi skupaj pripravili javni posvet o rabi zemljepisnih imen (Gams 1972g, 1972h in 1972j).

Leta 1981 je iz$el Nacrt pravil za novi slovenski pravopis. V zvezi s tem je znanstvena sekcija Geografske-
ga drustva Slovenije organizirala javni posvet o vprasanjih rabe zemljepisnih imen. Izpostavljeno je bilo
(Gams 1984d), da slovenski geografi nasprotujejo uveljavljanju nacela »pisi kot govorijo«, da nasprotujejo
predlagani transliteraciji latini¢nih pisav v slovens¢ino ter skladno s priporo¢ili OZN in zaradi povsem prak-
ti¢nih komunikacijskih razlogov ne podpirajo naras¢anja $tevila eksonimov (1982¢, Gams 1982¢ in 1982f).

Geografska komisija se je preoblikovala v Komisijo za geografska imena v okviru Geografskega drustva
Slovenije, ki jo je vodil Ivan Gams. Med drugim je zapisal (Gams 1984b in 19850), da so se problema stan-
dardizacije zemljepisnih imen prvi zavedli prav geografi, ki so Ze v sklepih prvega mednarodnega geografskega
kongresa leta 1871 izpostavili potrebo po njihovi mednarodni standardizaciji.

O posvetovanju o vprasanjih standardizacije zemljepisnih imen v jezikih narodov in narodnosti SFR],
organiziranem v Sarajevu leta 1984 (Gams 1984d in 1984e; Kunaver 1984), je Gams med drugim zapisal
(Gams 1984d, 121): »Za mnoge udeleZence, tudi jezikoslovce in geografe, so bila porocila o mednarodnih prizade-
vanjih za standardizacijo novost.« O zmedi in samovolji pri uporabi pokrajinskih imen je objavil ve¢ zapisov
v javnih ob¢ilih (Gams 1986d) in znanstvenih revijah (Gams 1987j, 1990g in 1991a).

Obcasno se je e obregnil ob po njegovem neustrezno rabo velike in male v zemljepisnih imenih
(Gams 1990i), dotaknil se je standardizacije slovenskih imen drzav (Gams 1989h), ljuba pa mu je bila tema-
tika ustrezne rabe doloc¢enih konkretnih imen (Gams 1989b), kakr$ni sta hidronim Reka (Gams 1993e
in 1993g) in oronim Sneznik (Gams 1993e). Njegova izjemno poznavanje rodne pokrajine in prefinjen obc¢u-
tek za zemljepisna imena sta bila gotovo razlog, da so ga, kljub nesporazumom z jezikoslovci, prav ti pri
snovanju leksikona Slovenska krajevna imena povabili k sodelovanju kot najbolj kompetentnega informa-
torja za ustrezen zapis krajevnih imen na obmodjih tedanjih ob¢in Dravograd in Slovenj Gradec (Gams 1985g
in 1985k).

Slika 3: Eden prvih Gamsovih €lankov o tujih deZelah obravnava Ljudsko republiko Kitajsko. Na fotografiji so kmetovalci na terasiranih rizevih
poljih v juznem Yunnanu.
Glej angleski del prispevka.

4 Druibenogeografski in idejni prispevki

Ta del Gamsovega znanstvenoraziskovalnega dela je javnosti manj znan, odraza pa izjemno $irino njego-
ve geografske misli in nemirnega duha, ki se je Zivahno odzival na aktualna druzbenopoliti¢na dogajanja
doma in po svetu.

Ze zgodaj se je spoprijel z agrarno geografijo (Gams 1957a), ki ji je v $tudijah o regionalnih razlikah preo-
brazbe kmetijstva v Alpah (Gams 1969a) in vrednosti vlaznotropskega pasu za kmetijstvo (Gams 1972¢)
vdihnil sirse regionalne ter svetovne razseznosti. Pomemben je njegov prispevek h geografskemu raziskovanju
problematike hribovskih kmetij v osemdesetih letih prejsnjega stoletja, pri cemer je obdelal slovenjgrasko
Pohorje (Gams 1982b, 1983e in 1984a), Ze prej pa je skupaj z Medvedom raziskal preobrazbo hribovskega
naselja Ojstrica nad Dravogradom (Medved in Gams 1968). V soavtorstvu (Gams, Lovrencak in Ingo-
li¢ 1971; Gams in Gabrovec 1999) ali sam (Gams 1987iin 1991n) je preuceval kmetijsko rabo tal na krasu
in kragke agromelioracije, iz ¢esar se je pod njegovim vodstvom razvila slovenska $ola pokrajinske eko-
logije (Kunaver 2005, 9).

V svojem zgodnej$em ustvarjalnem obdobju ga je pritegnil razvoj turizma (Gams 1956a, 1959b, 1963a,
1963cin 1963e), spoprijel se je z geografijo prometa (Gams 1957c), v zrelem obdobju pa se je nekajkrat raz-
pisal o stanju oziroma moznostih gospodarskega razvoja (Gams 1994b, 2001a in 2002b). V ta sklop spadata
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tudi oba energetsko obarvana prispevka (Gams 1957b; Pagon in Gams 1971). Tuja mu ni bila niti prebi-
valstvena tematika, s katero je odprl svoj veli¢astni avtorski opus (Gams 1952a, 1952b in 1952¢). Demografskim
$tudijam doma (Gams 1961b) in po svetu (Gams 1958b) so sledila razmisljanja o demografski ogroze-
nosti Slovencev (Gams 1962a in 1972e), pripravil je tudi zapisa o prebivalstveni gostoti po naravnogeografskih
pasovih Zemlje (Gams 1978b) in razpolozljivem Zivljenjskem prostoru ¢lovestva (1982d). V ta sklop sodijo
tudi njegovi pogledi na pomanjkanje in lakoto v svetu (Gams 19880). Nekaj posebnega je njegova pri-
merjalna razprava med prebivalstvom Afganistana in zahodnega dela Balkanskega polotoka (2001b). Na
podlagi izsledkov popisa prebivalstva leta 1991 je svoj u¢benik Geografske znacilnosti Slovenije dopolnil z ak-
tualnimi druzbenogeografskimi spremembami (Gams 1993b).

Gams je bil izvrsten opazovalec Zivljenja v tujih dezelah. Objavil je zapise o svojih videnjih Romunije
(Gams 1967a), Bolgarije (Gams 1967¢) in Sovjetske zveze (Gams 1975b). Predvsem v zrelejsem ustvarjal-
nem obdobju je pri predstavitvi posameznih dezel uporabil problemski pristop. Na ta nacin je geografom
in $irSemu bralstvu priblizal Kitajsko (1956d), Tunizijo (1968e), Pirenejski ali Iberski polotok (Gams 1979b),
Japonsko (Gams 1980a), Skandinavijo (Gams 1980c), Malto (Gams 1986b) in Izrael (Gams 1990f).

Ob¢asno je javnost seznanjal s svojimi pogledi na geografijo (Gams 1970d in 1977a; Gams s sod. 1981),
njeno organiziranost (Gams 1970a in 1972f) in slovensko geografsko raziskovanje (Gams 1960c, 1983f,
1985h, 1986¢ in 1992i) ter razmejevanja med znanostjo in paraznanostjo (Zavrnik s sodelavci 1993). Zami-
slil si je in nacrtoval nacionalni atlas, enega od osrednjih slovenskih geografskih raziskovalnih projektov,
(Gams 1966Db, 1967b in 1968a), ki je po dolgotrajnih prizadevanjih pod naslovom Geografski atlas Slo-
venije izéel $ele leta 1998 (Fridl s sodelavci 1998). Ze zgodaj se je zavedel tudi vloge in pomena obéinskih
atlasov (Gams 1981c¢), vendar so ti, predvsem zaradi pomanjkanja sredstev, prejkone ostali le dobra zamisel.

Vseskozi se je zanimal za $olsko geografijo in geografsko izobraZevanje. Ze na zacetku kariere se je
dotaknil problematike visokih $ol in znanstvenih ustanov (Gams 1953 b). Pozneje je pogosto razmisljal,
razpravljal in polemiziral o osnovnosolskem (Gams 1969b; Gams in Sircelj 1970; Gams 1993c), srednjesol-
skem (Gams 1974a, 1975a, 1993¢ in Gams 2002d; Gams, Resnik Planinc in Saarinen 1993) in visoko$olskem
(Gams 1960b in 1991Kk) izobrazevanju.

Deloval je tudi kot politi¢ni geograf. Svoja stali§¢a je javno izpostavil ob upravnopoliti¢ni reorganizaciji
osamosvojene Slovenije. Lotil se je tako ustanavljanja novih ob¢in (Gams 1991b) kot $e vedno neuspesne-
ga vzpostavljanja pokrajin (Gams 1998b). Vseskozi so ga zanimala aktualna politicna dogajanja v bliznji
(Gams 1992b) in bolj oddaljeni okolici (Gams 1994i in 1994k), pri ¢emer se je zavzemal za boljsi, varnej-
§i jutri brez vojn in oborozenih spopadov. Seveda ga je zanimalo tudi slovensko zamejstvo. Te tematike
sicer ni poglobljeno raziskoval, se je pa do aktualnih dogajanj obc¢asno opredeljeval v ¢asopisju (Gams 1972d,
1979¢ in 1995e).

Leksikonski in enciklopedic¢ni prispevki

Zaradi svoje Siroke razgledanosti in geografske Sirine je bil Ivan Gams vedno dobrodosel pri pripravi lek-
sikonov in enciklopedij. Svoje tovrstno poslanstvo je zacel s pisanjem gesel za Cetrto knjigo Krajevnega
leksikona Slovenije (Savnik 1980), za katerega je ob opisih 34-tih naselij tedanje obcine Slovenj Gradec pris-
peval Se pregledne geografske opise vseh $tirih koroskih ob¢in, zdajsnjih upravnih enot Dravograd, Radlje
ob Dravi, Ravne na Koroskem in Slovenj Gradec. Za naselja ob¢ine Slovenj Gradec je pripravil opise tudi
v najnovejsi razlicici Krajevnega leksikona Slovenije (Orozen Adamic, Perko in Kladnik 1995; Orozen Ada-
mic, Perko in Kladnik 1996).

S 15 gesli je sodeloval pri projektu Enciklopedija Jugoslavije, ki je bil v $estih knjigah pripravljen do
vkljuéno ¢rke K, potem pa je z razpadom nekdanje skupne drzave leta 1991 zamrl. Njegova domena so bili
opisi slovenskih dinarskih in gorskih pokrajin (Gams 1983b, 1985b, 1985¢, 1988k, 1990d in 1990e), pri-
pravil je celovita zapisa o reliefu Jugoslavije (Gams 1990c) in slovenskih Alpah (1983a) ter zapise o pogorju
Dobrac v zamejstvu (Gams 1987g) in treh pomembnih slovenskih jezerih (Gams 1985a, 1985¢ in 1985d),
pa tudi o dveh naseljih (Gams 1987h; Gams in Sasel 1985) ter enem najpomembnejsih slovenskih geo-
grafov Svetozarju Ilesi¢u (Gams 1988l).

Zelo se je izkazal pri osrednjem slovenskem enciklopedi¢nem projektu Enciklopedija Slovenije, ki je
med letoma 1987 in 2002 iz$el v 16. zvezkih. Zanj je samostojno ali v soavtorstvu prispeval 91 gesel, med
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njimi tudi nekaj klju¢nih (Gams 1988g, 1989¢, 1989d, 1989, 1989f, 1991f, 19951, 1996e in 1996g; Gams
in Petkovsek 1990; Gams s sod. 1996; Gabrovec, Gams in Hrvatin 1997).

Pomemben je njegov prispevek pri opisovanju slovenskih pokrajin (Gams 1987b, 1987d, 1988b, 1988¢,
1988h, 19881, 1990a, 1992d, 1992e, 1995j in 1997d; Gams, Ajdi¢ in Ferenc 1987; Gams s sod. 1987; Gams
in Ramovs 1990a in 1990b; Gams, Ramovs in Kriznar 1990; Gams in Zevart 1993; Gams s sod. 1995). Sode-
loval je pri pripravi gesel o slovenskih zgodovinskih pokrajinah (Gams s sod. 1989; Gams in Strucl 1991;
Gams in Marugi¢ 1995; Gams in Zevart 1999b) ter kraskih pojavov in krasoslovju (Gams 1991h, 1991i
in 1991j; Gams in Sustersi¢ 1991). Napisal je tudi mnoga gesla o slovenskih in koroskih gorah (Gams 1988j,
1989g, 1991d, 1992g, 1994c, 1994e, 1994f in 1998¢; Gams, Cas in Wraber 1994; Gams in Linasi 1998; Gams,
Wraber in Kunc 2000), jezerih (1987c, 1987¢, 1988f, 1991c, 1992f, 1994g, 1995k, 1995h in 2000; Gams
s sod. 1988), vodotokih (Gams 1996f; Gams s sod. 1993; Gams, Zupan in Povz 1994; Gams in Toman 1995),
naseljih (Gams 1988c, 1994d, 1995f, 1997¢, 1998¢, 1998d in 1999b; Gams in Grafenauer 1992; Gams in
Hozjan 1993; Gams in Linasi 1994; Gams in Stopar 1994; Gams in Zevart 1994 in 1999b; Gams, Mlingek
in Oder 1999) in ob¢inah (Gams in Skoberne 1997a in 1997b).

Pripravil je osrednje geslo, ki opisuje Korosko, Kirnten (Gams 1991e), ter gesla o tamkajsnjih pokra-
jinah (Gams 1988a, 1992c¢, in 1995g; Gams in Linasi 1996). Kot izvrsten kronist je pripravil tudi zapise
o srbskem geografu Jovanu Cvijicu (Gams 1988e) ter o slovenskih geografih Svetozarju Ilesi¢u (Gams 1990b),
Andreju Kranjcu (Gams 1991g), Vitalu Manohinu (Gams 1992h) in Darku Radinji (Gams 1996d).

Ivan Gams je velik ljubitelj gora. To kazejo njegovi Ze omenjeni enciklopedi¢ni prispevki, morda pa
$e bolj vec¢ kot deset ¢lankov v Planinskem vestniku, v katerih je z znacilno osebnostno noto predstavil slo-
venske vzpetine od najvisjih gora Julijskih Alp do gri¢ev Gorickega (Gams 1953c, 1954, 1955a, 1956¢, 19604,
1962d, 19664, 19721, 1977e in 1987a), pa tudi goro MidZor na meji med Srbijo in Bolgarijo (1988q). O so-
dobnem popotovanju od Litije do Cateza je porocal v Nasih razgledih (Gams 1958a). Je eden od avtorjev
planinskega vodnika Z Urslje gore do Savinje (Gams 1958c in 1964d), pripravil pa je tudi regionalni opis nasih
gora v trzno uspesni fotomonografiji Slovenske gore (Gams 1982a). V sklop njegovih ¢lankov o gorah lah-
ko uvrstimo $e zapis o vidini najvisje gore sveta Mount Everesta (Gams 1955b). Kot navdusen fotograf je
pripravil ¢lanek o fotografskem upodabljanju pokrajine (Gams 1959a). V svojem domacem okolju je obja-
vil krajsi zapis o spominih na otro$tvo (Gams 1996i), kot ¢lovekoljub pa se je pokazal v zapisu o svojem
odnosu do druga¢nih (Gams 1995c¢).

Slika 4: Ziljska dolina z Dobratem v ospredju; Gams je bil pri pripravi enciklopedij zadolZen za prispevke o zamejski Koroski.
Glej angleski del prispevka.

6 Biografski prispevki

Tudi ¢e zanemarimo §tevilna knjizna porocila, ki jih je redno objavljal predvsem v Geografskem vestniku,
Ivan Gams zagotovo spada med nase najbolj prizadevne geografske biografe in kroniste. Tovrstne pris-
pevke je bolj zavzeto pripravljal v drugi polovici svojega ustvarjalnega obdobja, ko si je Ze pridobil sloves
zelo uglednega in objektivnega znanstvenika, katerega mnenje ima veliko teZo. Zato ni presenetljivo, da
je spremljal in ocenjeval znanstveno ustvarjalnost in pedagosko uspesnost vodilnih slovenskih geogra-
fov. Kar enajst prispevkov je namenil akademiku Svetozarju Ilesi¢u (Gams 1967c, 1977¢, 1985f, 19851, 19851,
1985m, 1985n, 1986a, 1996¢, 1999a in 2008). O drugem velikanu slovenske geografije Antonu Meliku je
porocal le posthumno (Gams 1991m, 2005a in 2005¢), podobno kot o naravoslovcu Ferdinandu Seidlu
(Gams 1992a), predhodniku slovenske znanstvene regionalne geografije. Zelo se je angaziral tudi pri spremlja-
nju zivljenjskih jubilejev in ob slovesu uglednega predstavnika medvojne generacije slovenskih geografov
Valterja Bohinca (Gams 1968c, 1978a, 1984f in 1984g), predstavil pa je tudi delo in dosezke druzbenega
geografa, akademika Igorja Vriserja (Gams 1990h in 1993a ter najmlaj$ega slovenskega geografskega aka-
demika, krasoslovca Andreja Kranjca (Gams 1995d, 1996a in 2002a).

OD zZivljenjskih jubilejih in/ali smrti je predstavil tudi dosezke slovenskih geografov Franceta Plani-
ne (Gams 1971b), Vilka Finzgarja (1972a), Romana Savnika (Gams 1972b), Toneta Oblaka (Gams 1974c),
Marjana Zagarja (Gams 1980d, 1981b in 1984c), Danila Furlana (Gams 1983c in 1983d), Ceneta Malovrha
(Gams 1985j), Draga Mezeta (Gams 1986e, 1996b in 1996h), Darka Radinje (Gams 1987f, 19871, 1997a
in 1997b), Milana éifrerja (Gams 1988n), Jurija Kunaverja (Gams 1993d in 2003), Petra Habica (Gams 1994a)
in Slave Rakovec (Gams 2002e), nekajkrat je pripravil tudi avtoportretne zapise o sebi in svojem delu

239



Drago Kladnik, Ivan Gams — terminolog, encikloped, biograf in e kaj

(Gams 1988m in 1995a). Slovensko strokovno javnost je seznanil s smrtjo uglednih jugoslovanskih fizi¢-
nogeografskih kolegov Josipa Roglica (Gams 1987k, 1987m in 1987n) in Milislava Lutovca (Gams 1988p),
pa tudi s slovesom eminentnih tujih fizi¢nih geografov, specializiranih v krasoslovje Jeana Corbela
(Gams 1970Db) in Herberta Lehmanna (Gams 1971¢) ter geografa in geologa Juliusa Finka (Gams 1981a).
Za Letopis Slovenske akademije znanosti in umetnosti je pripravil zapis o francoskem geomorfologu Jea-
nu Corbelu (Gams in Kranjc 2004), potem, ko je bil ta leta 2002 izvoljen za dopisnega ¢lana SAZU.

V Geografskem vestniku, katerega sedemdesetletnico je ovekovecil z uvodnikom v 67. stevilki (Gams 19951),
se je poslovil tudi od akademskega kolege, geologa Ivana Rakovca (Gams 1986f), in jamarskega kolege
Dusana Novaka (Gams 1998a), v ¢eski jamarski reviji Speleo pa je predstavil enega od pionirjev sistemati¢nega
raziskovanja in dokumentiranja kraskega podzemlja na Slovenskem ter enega od pobudnikov leta 1910 us-
tanovljenega Drustva za raziskovanje jam v Ljubljani, na Moravskem rojenega Viljema Puticka (Gams 2002c),
o katerem je Ze v petdesetih letih pripravil zapis v nasi osrednji naravoslovni reviji Proteus (1956b).

7 Urednisko delo

Glede na velik avtorski prispevek je Gamsu zmanjkovalo ¢asa za urednisko delo, verjetno pa je imel zanj
manj smisla in do njega manjso afiniteto kot za pisanje. Le redko je bil samostojni urednik, na primer pub-
likacij Vodnik kongresne ekskurzije po dinarskem krasu iz leta 1965 in Karst processes and relevant landforms
iz leta 1976 ter zbornika Naravne nesrece v Sloveniji kot nasa ogroZenost iz leta 1983. Pogosteje je bil v vlogi
sourednika, na primer zbornika Dolenjska zemlja in ljudje iz leta 1962, Zbornika VI. kongresa geografov FLR]
v LR Sloveniji, prav tako iz leta 1962, Jamarskega prirocnika iz leta 1964, publikacij v angle$¢ini Karst and
manin Man's impact in Dinaric karstiz leta 1987 ter za geografsko stroko pomembne monografije Geogra-
fija Slovenijeiz leta 1998.V letih 1983—1994 je bil sourednik znanstvene revije Geografski zbornik, kar 39 let
pa je bil clan uredniskega odbora osrednje slovenske geografske znanstvene revije Geografski vestnik.

Ivan Gams je bil ¢lan $tevilnih domacih in tujih znanstvenih teles (Kunaver 2005). Bil je predsednik
Drustva za raziskovanje jam Slovenije, med letoma 1968 in 1972 predsednik Geografskega drustva Slo-
venije, nekaj ¢asa pa tudi ljubljanske podruznice Geografskega drustva Slovenije.

V letih 1983-1995 je bil predsednik znanstvenega sveta Geografskega instituta Antona Melika ZRC
SAZU. En mandat je bil tudi predstojnik Oddelka za geografijo Filozofske fakultete Univerze v Ljubljani.

Leta 1978 je bil izvoljen za dopisnega clana Slovenske akademije znanosti in umetnosti, od leta 1985
paje njen redni ¢lan. Evropska akademija znanost in umetnosti s sedezem v Salzburgu ga je novembra 1993
izvolila za svojega rednega clana. Decembra istega leta je na predlog Oddelka za geografijo Filozofske fakul-
tete dobil naziv zasluzni profesor. Je tudi castni obcan obcine Slovenj Gradec (Kunaver 2005).

8 Sklep

Kot je zapisal Ze Kunaver (2005), so izjemne osebnosti ena najve¢jih dodanih vrednosti za stroko v na-
cionalnem okvirju, ker so doma dragocen vzgled, v tujini pa odmevajo. Tako mesto ima v slovenski geografiji
Ivan Gams. Tega mu ne zagotavlja le obsezna bibliografija, ampak tudi $irok pogled in zanimanje za najraz-
novrstnej$e probleme v geografiji in aktualnem druzbenem dogajanju. Med njegovimi najbolj izstopajo¢imi
lastnostmi kot znanstvenika, raziskovalca in pedagoga so nekonformizem, pronicljivost, originalnost in
mnogovrstnost geografske misli, utiranje novih raziskovalnih poti in prijemov, ter odkrivanje problemov,
ki se jih doma pred njim navadno ni $e nihée niti dotaknil. Temu lahko dodamo njegovo korosko trmo,
nepopustljivost in neuklonljivost, s katerimi mu je uspelo hoditi po lastni poti, ne da bi se pri tem kakor-
koli opiral na vladajoce kroge in izkorisc¢al ugodnosti »ustrezne« druzbenopoliti¢ne pripadnosti.

Slika 5: lvan Gams devoted several articles to UrSlja gora, also PleSivec, with its characteristic broad peak.
Glej angleski del prispevka.
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