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Btk o Bl ol o G-l

IN my youth I had a ftrong defire of feeing foreign

parts; to fatisfy which inclination, after having ob-
tained, from fome perfons of worth, recommendatory
letters. to Doctor areskiNE, chief phyfician and privy-
counfellor to the Czar pETER the Firft, I embarked at
LONDON, in the month of July 1714, on board the rro-
SPERITY of RaAMSGATE, Capt. EMERSON, for ST. PETERS=
BURG. On my arrival there, I was received by Doctor.
ARESKINE in a very friendly manner; to whom I com-

municated



X1V

THE PREDACE

‘municated my intentions of feeking an opportunity of
vifiting fome parts of as1a, at leaft thofe parts which

border on russia. Such an opportunity foon prefent-

ed itfelf, on occafion of an embafly, then preparing,
from his Czarifh Majefty to the Sophy of pErs1A.
ARTEMY PETROVICH VALENSKY, a gentleman of a

family of diftinction, and a captain of the guards, was

appointed ambaflador by his Majefty. Upon his no-
mination, he applied to Doftor ARESKINE to re-
commend a perfon, who had fome knowledge in phy-
fic and furgery, to go, in his fuite, in the embafly. As
I had employed fome part of my time in thofe ftu-
dies, the Doétor recommended me; which he did in fo
cordial a manner, as produced to me, from the am-
baflador, many marks of friendfhip and regard, which
fubfifted not only during the journey, but alfo conti-
nued, from that ume, to the end of his days. The
Doétor, at the fame ume, recommended me to the col-
lege of foreign affairs at sT. PETERSBURG, by whom I
was engaged in the fervice of PETER the Firft.

Having acquainted the reader with the manner of
my entering on the travels, which are the principal
{ubject of the following fheets, I fhall take the liberty
to fay, thatI have, through the whole, given the ob-

{ervations,
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fervations, which then appeared to me worth remark-
ing, without attempting to embellith them, by taking
any of the liberties of exaggeration, or invention, fre-
quendy imputed to travellers.

I took notes of the fubject of the folowing trea-
tife, by way of diary, from time to time, during the
courfe of my travels; intending nothing furcher, ac
that time, than to keep them as helps to my memo-
ry, that I might, as occafion offered, communicate, in
converfation with my friends, what I had obferved
worch remarking ; and that I might be capable of giv-
ing information to others, who might be defirous of it,
on their being to make the fame journies.

About four years ago, fpending fome days at the
houfe of a Right Honourable, and moft honoured,
Friend, the fubject of my travels took up a great parc
of our converfation; during which, upon his enquiring
occafionally, whether I had raken any notes of the pla-
ces, &c. through which I had paffed in my feveral jour-
nies, and, upon my anfwering in the affirmarive, he was
pleafed to take fome pains to engage me to promife that
I would colleét my notes and obfervations, and form
them into journals, as complete as the time elapfed
would admir, and communicate them to the world,

It
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It was not without reluctance that I fet about this
work; which, had I thought it worth the public’s ac-
ceptance and perufal, I would have done long ago.
Such as it is, I now offer it to them; and flacter myfelf,
(with hopes at leaft,) that the plainnefs of ftyle, in
which it is wrote, will be of no prejudice to it with
candid readers, who may find in it fome things new,
and of which they would chufe to be informed.

In regard to the tranflation of Mr. de LANGEs Jour-
nal, I have given it for two reafons; firft, becaufe ic
continues the negociation begun by Mr. de 1smay-
LoFF, in the courfe of which Mr. de LANGE fur-
nithes the reader with a diftinét detail of the manner
of tranfacting affairs with the minifters of ftate, of
their chicaneries, &ec. at the court of PEKIN., Second-
ly, becaufe I do not apprehend it hath ever appeared
in the ENcLisH language; at leaft, I have made what
enquiries I could, to find if it had been tranflated,
which have been all fruitlefs.

As I well knew the worthinefs and integrity of Mr.
de LaNGE, and am fully perfuaded that his Journal was
genuine, though perhaps obtained furreptitioufly by the
editor, I have clofed the tranflation with the end of

Mr. de LaNGE’s Journal, on his arrival at sELINGIN-

SKY
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skY on the frontiers of siBer1A; having omitted an ad-
dition to it, made by the editor, of the trade and
monies of cHINA; concerning which, the editor, when
he enters upon it, acquaints the reader that he had not
the means neceflary for fufficient information. For the

reft, the tranflation is juft, as may be feen by compar-
ing it with the original.

ANTERMONY,
Ofctober 1ft, 1762.

JOHN BEL L.

Vor. I, c

XViL
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NAMES OF THE PRINCIPAL PERSONS WHO COMPOSED
THE TRAIN OF THE AMBASSADOR,

ARTEMII'PETROVICH VALENSKY,

YL
GREGORY CHRISTOPHER VENIGERKIND, Secretary.
JAQUES DE VILLETTE, Captain Engineer.

MATPHE PARFILICH KARTZOFF,
ADRIAN IVANOVICH LOPUCHIN, gGentlemcn of the

Embafly.
The AUTHOR of this JournAL,
HYLARION, a Monk, Prieft.
VASSILE KURDEFFSKY,
ALEXIE TULKATZOFF, ginterprctcrs.
PEMETRY PETRITZ,
VASSILE SHADAYOFTF, Clerks, or
ALEXIE BUCHTARYOFF, } Woriters,

With many others; viz. A band of mufic, confifting of trumpets, kettle-
drums, violins, hautboys, &c. carpenters, fmiths, taylors, valets and footmen,
amounting in all to above one hundred perfons; befides a troop of twenty-

five dragoons for our efcort, from ASTRACHAN to 1SPAHAN.
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From sT. PETERSBURG [9 CASAN.

N the fifteenth of July, 1715, I fet out from
ST. PETERSBURG, in company with Meflieurs
VENIGERKIND, DE VILLETTE, and KURDEFFSKY.
That city, which has fince grown fo confiderable,
was then in its infancy, having been founded, ten
or eleven years before, by that truly great man pe-
TER the Firft, to whom no undertaking feemed dif-
ficult. :

St. PETERSBURG is fituated in fixty degrees north
laticude, partly on the continent of iNgria and
cARELIA, and partly on different illands formed by
the river NEva which difcharges itfelf, by four
channels, into the curr of rinLaND, a litcle be-

A 2 low
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cuar. 1.low the city. It is defended by a ftrong caftle, builc

I715. with ftone and brick, inacceflible to fhips of force,

there being but eight feet water on the bar. As
the Czar had determined to form a city all at once,
and not to truft to time for the growth of a place
which he had chofen for the feat of government,
he aflfembled inhabitants from every province of his
empire, and allured ftrangers from moft parts of
evroPE; fo that the place was even well peopled,
and had not the appearance of a city fo lately
founded.

The adjacent country is generally covered wich
woods, confifting of various kinds of pines, birch,
alder, afpine, and other trees natural to the north-
ern climactes.

'To the fouthward, efpecially along the fhore to-
wards PETERHOFF, the country in fummer is very
pleafant, with country-feats, corn-fields, and mea-
dows interfperfed.

The river Neva falls out of the Lapoca Lake
at SLUSSELBURG, a ftrong caltle, about fixty verft
above sT. PETERSBURG. It is.a noble ftream of
clear, wholefome water, with this peculiar qualicy

that
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that it is feldom muddy.

It contains a great va- CHAP. I.
riety of excellenc fith, which fupply the market all &7\3"_5\\)

the year, and is navigable to the Lapoca by flat-
bottomed veflels.

The woods on each fide are ftored with game;
fuch as hares, which are white as fnow in winter,
and turn brown in fummer; wild-deer, bears and
wolves; the laft are fo bold that I have known them,
in the night-time, carry off a dog from a man’s foot,
in crofling the river on the ice. There are alfo clks
about the Lake of Lapoca. As for wild-fowl, few
places can boaft of greater variety. The chief are
thefe; the urhaan, called in FrRENCH cog limoge; this
bird is black, with beautiful red ftreaks about ics

head and eyes. 'The cock is about the fize of a

turkey; the hen is lefs and of a brown colour. 'The
heath-cock, in FRENCH cog de bruiere, of the fame
colour and marks as the former, but notc {o large,
The pareridge, which the rrexcir call gilinot. "Thefe
three kinds perch on trees; and in winter feed on
fir-tops, and on crane-berries, which they ferape from
under the fnow. There is alfo found here the com-

mon ENGLISH partridge; it is however but rave.

The:
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A JOURNEY
'The tarmachan, a bird well known in the northern
parts of ENGLAND, and in scOTLAND, are here in
plenty. |

As foon as the ice goes off in the fpring, vaft
flocks of warter-fowl come hither from the caspian
Sea, and other fouthern regions, to hatch. Thefe
confift of fwans, geefe, a variety of wild-ducks,
teal, &ec.

Snipes and wood-cocks breed here, many of which
are catched by the russians, who are excellent
fithers and {portfmen.

From st. PETERsBURG we direted our courfe
along the weftern bank of the NEva, till we came
to the brick-works. The weather being very hot -
we halted here a few hours, and in the evening
purfued our journey to a fmall river which falls into
the NEva, about thirty verft above sT. PETERSBURG.
At this place we let our horfes go to grafs, and lay
in our waggons till the morning, but were much mo-
lefted by the gnats and muskitos.

Next morning we continued our journey and paf-
fed a village called 1sHor A, where the inhabitants
fpeak a language, and wear a drefs different from

the
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the russian, though they profefs the fame GREEK cHAP. 1.
religion. It is probable they are the defcendants of 715
a colony, formerly brought hither, from fome of the
provinces of LIVONIA.

Next day we came to the voLcHOVA, a great
river iffuing from a lake called 1LMEN, not far dif-

tant from the city of Novocorop, which difcharges

itfelf into the Lapoca. Here we left our horfes,

and, putting our waggons and carriages on board
barques, went up the river, ufing oars or fails, by
turns, as neceflity obliged us. The banks of the
voLcHOovaA are covered with many villages, and
fruitful corn-fields, intermixed with natural woods.
We found, as we went along, plenty of fith, and
country provifions.

The 19th, we arrived at NovoGoroD VELIKOL,
or the GREAT Novogorop, fo called to diftinguith
it from many lefler towns of the fame name. This

city ftands about two hundred verft fouth eaft from:

PETERSBURG. 'Lhe VOLCHOVA runs through the

middle of it, over which there is a wooden bridge
defended by a fortrefs. There are many well builc
churches in the town; and a great number of mona-

fleries
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cuar. 1.{teries in the neighbourhood, pleafantly fituated,

1715 which form a very agreeable profpect. It was for-

merly a place of great note, but is now much de-
cayed. Here is an archbifhop who enjoys a very
confiderable revenue.

July 22d, having put our carriages on board ano-
ther barque, we failed up the river to the Lake 1L-
MEN; and, leaving it on our right hand, entered a
fmall river called msTa, and at night came to Bru-
NiTZ, a large village, thirty verft from Novocorop.
Here we difcharged our boats; and, having procured
horfes, we proceeded next morning thirty verft to
the village of zayrzorr, from thence to xrRasNy-
sTaNKY, and then to KRESTITSKY, where we chang-
ed horfes, with which we travelled to vasHILBITZA.
Here begin the vaLpay-niLLs, which run to a great
diftance from eaft to weft; but are only about twen-
ty or thirty verft broad. They are moftly covered
with wood. 'We came next to the town of var-
pay; this place is pleafantly ficuated at the foot
of the hills, adjoining to a large lake of the fame
name, in the middle of which is an ifland, whereon
{ftands a monaftery. The country in the neighbour-

hood
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hood is hilly, but not mountainous, exhibiting acuar.1.
beautiful variety of plain and rifing grounds. L7

p YN
The next ftage is ziMoGoRY, and after that visH-

NOY-vOoLOTZOKE. Here is a canal of confiderable

extent, cut by PETER the firft, which opens a com-
munication, by water, from sT. PETERSBURG to all
the places on the voLca, and many other parts of
RUssIA; and proves a great encouragement to trade,
and very advantageous to the merchant, in fuch ex-
tenfive tradts of land.

Next day we came to TORSHOAK, a fmall town.

The 29th we arrived at TWEER, a populous and
trading town, defended by a caftle; 1t is the capital
of a province, and a bifhop’s feat. It derives its
name from a rivulet in the neighbourhood, called
TwEERTZA, and {tands on the banks of the famous
Iiver VOLGA.

The vorca, known formerly by the name of
RHA, has its fource not far to the weftward of
TWEER, At a fmall diftance from the fource of
the voLca, two other noble rivers take their rife;

the DNIEPER, or BORYSTHENES, which runs into the

Vou. L. B BLACK
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cuaP. 1.BLACK Sea at orzakor; and the puina, which falls
1715 into the BALTIC at RIGA.

WY The voLca, after vifiting 1n its courfe to the
fouth eaft many fruicful countries, difcharges itfelf
into the caseian Sea, about {ixty verft below a-
sTRACHAN; and, in all this long courfe, there is not
a fingle cararaét to interrupt the navigation. As to
fith, no river in the world can afford greater variecy,’
better of their kind, nor in larger quantities

Here we tafted the fterlete, a fih much and gene-
rally elteemed, it is of the fturgeon kind, but feldom
grows above thirty inches long, It is found in other
rivers of Russiy; but the vorLca produces the beft
and in greatelt plenty. The caviare, or fpawn, is
very good to eat raw, after being cleaned and dref-
fed. I never could find a fitherman who had feen
their fry.

The fame day, having changed horfes, we pro-
ceeded on our journey to GORODNA, a large village,
on the weft bank of the voLca. From this place
is feen a charming landskip, containing a full view
of the windings of that river.

From hence, after pafling many villages, we came

to
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to KLEEN a pretty large town, and the laft ftage tocmar. 1.
Mosco. 'The country between xLEEN and mosco 715
is pleafant, having many tufts of wood, of unequal
bignefs, fcattered among the corn-fields, thac con-
tribute to beautify the country, which had no greac
appearance of fertlity.
About feven verft from mosco we pafled through
a large village, called Fse-swaTzky, inhabited by
Chriftians of the Faftern church, named crorci-
ans; their ancient country was GURGISTAN, NOW
one of the northerly provinces of pERstA; they were
driven from their native country by the perfecution
of the persiaNs; and flying into Russia, they there
found an hofpitable reception, many of them being
employed in the fervice of the Emperor.
From this plac'c there is a view of the city mos-
co, and, at this diftance, few cities in the world
make a finer appearance; for it ftands on a rifing
ground, and contains many ftately churches and mo-
nafteries, whofe fteeples and cupolas are generally
covered either with copper gilt, or tin plates, which
thine like gold and filver in the fun.
Auguft 2d we arrived at the city of mosco.
B 2

I

have
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cuar. 1.have omitted the names and diftances of many in-
1715 confiderable places, through which we pafled, let it

WYY "
{fuffice, that the diftance between sT. PETERSBURG
and mosco is about feven hundred and thircy verft;
and alcthough the hot weather detained us long on
the road, in winter the journey is eafily performed
with fledges in three days.

On the 1oth of Auguft, my friends, Meflieurs
LANGE and GIRVaN, arrived here in their way to
cHiNg, on a meffage from the Czar to the Emperor
of cuina.  'The firlt was a sweDE, and the ocher a
phyfictan, from the county of AIr in scoTLAND.

We ftayed mn mosco about three weeks, having
many things to prepare for fo long a journey. 'This
city, {tanding on an eminence, as was already obfer-
ved, commands an extenfive profpect of a fine plain
country, adorned with woods and clumps of trees,
monaflteries and gentlemens feats.  The river mos-
co runs almoft through it, which, empeying icfelf
into the voLca, preferves a communication with all
the fouthern parts of russia, and even with PERsIA.
From thefe advantages in f{ituation, this place is

very
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very convenient for trade, which flourithes here tocnar. 1.

a confiderable degree. i
The cicy is fortified wich a ftrong brick-wall, cal-
led BELIGOROD, having embrafures and a ditch.
Within this is another wall, called xirravcorop.
'This laft inclofes what is called the crimrLIN, In
which is the old imperial palace, compounded of a
number of buildings, added to one another at diffe-
rent times. Some of the apartments are very {paci-
ous; particularly that called cranaviTaranLaTa,
where audience was given to foreign ambaffadors ;-
adjoining to the palace are many edifices, where were
held the courts of juftice. Here alfo ftands a lofty
tower, wherein is hung the largeft bell in the world,
called 1van vELEKE, weighing about ten thoufand
poods; which, reckoning each pood at near thirty-fix
pounds ENGL1sH, will amount to about an hundred
and fixty tun weight. Befides thefe, there is a ca-
thedral church, and an arfenal, well furnithed with
brafs cannon, mortars and other warlike ftores. Be-
yond the brick-walls, already mentioned, therc is

an earthen one, of great circumference, round the

whole;
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A JOURNEY

715+ extenfive.

The great plenty of provifions in this place fur-
prized me not a lictle; I found here fruics of diffe-
rent kinds, which I did not expec, particularly ex-
cellent melons, and arboozes, or water-melons.

Auguft the 21t we fhipped our baggage on board
{ix fmall barques, adapted by their conftruction, ei-
ther for fails or oars, as thould be moft convenient,
and fell down the river. The ambaffador only re-
mained at mosco waiting for fome difpatches from
court. In the evening we pafled koLumiNska, a
village pleafantly fituated on the fouth fide of the
Mosco river, near which is a large country-houfe,
with gardens, and orchards, belonging to the court.

October 3d we came to coLumna, a fortified
town. Next day, the wind being favourable, we
hoifted fail, and, after going about three verft, en-
tered the river oka, into which the mosco falls and
lofes its name. The oxa rifes in the vkrain, and
runs to the foutheaft; it contains a great quantity
of water, and is navigable very far up the country.

The gth we arrived at PERESLAVE-RESANSKY, a

large
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large town to the left, fituated about a verft fromcuar. 1.
the river oka, it is the feat of an archbifhop, and 715"
the country around is very fruitful in corn.

The 16th we came to kassimova, formerly the
refidence of a TarTAR Prince, but the family is now

converted to curISTIANITY, and retains only the old
namec of KASSIMOFSKY GZAREVITZ.

The place 1s at
prefent inconfiderable.

There are ftill here a few

MAHOMETAN TARTARS who are allowed the free
exercife of their religion, and have a fmall oratory.
1 accompanied our interpreter to vifit one of them,
an old acquaintance of his, He was a very decent
man; we faw a horfe newly killed, which they in-
tended to ecat. 'They prefer this kind of food to
beef, and nvited us to fhare their repalt, which we
declined, pretending we had not time.

‘The 17th we left xassimova, and the 21ft ar-
rived at MURUNM, a pretey large town, and a bithop’s
fee. 'The country produces plenty of corn. About
this place there are a few idelatrous TarTars, who
live in lictle disty cottages, thinly fcattered. They

are a very {imple and harmlefs people. How or when
they fettled here is not known.

The
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The 22d we pafled a large village, called pavro-
vo-pEREVOZ, the property of Prince TzZERHASKOY.
Its fituation is on the fouth {ide of the river. Here
the banks are much higher than above this place.

We came the 23d to NISHNA-NOVOGOROD, 2
great town, defended by a caftle, ftanding on the
high banks of the oxa, oppofite to where it lofes
itfelf in the vorca, which now forms a mighty
{tream.

The following day we dined at the governor,
where I faw General creuTz, and feveral other
sweDIsH officers, who had been taken prifoners at
poLTAVA, and lived here at large.

The 25th we failed from Ni1suNa, and foon en-
tered the voLca. The wind being northerly we run
along at a great rate; but in the night the river was
{fuddenly filled with floating ice, which drove us on
a fand bank, where we lay aground that night and
all the next day; however, after much labour and
fatigue, we got clear, although the floating ice ftill
continued. At laft the wind changed to the fouth,
and the weather turned milder, which enabled us to
purfue our voyage.

We
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We next pafled vasiLy-corop, and then KosMO- CHAP. L.
DEMINNsKO, {fmall towns, both on the right. JZ\I;\J

November 3d we came to zABACK-ZAR, a pretty
large town, on the fame hand.

In this country are caught the beft and largeft
faulcons in the world, much efteemed for their
ftrength and beauty; particularly by the Turks and
PERS1ANS, who purchafe them very dear. 'The rus-

SIANs take few ybung hawks from the neft, prefer-
ring the old ones, which they man very dextroufly
to fly at fwan, goofe, crane, or heron. The Tar-
TARs fly them at antelopes and hares. I have feen
them take a wild-duck out of the water, when no-
thing of her could be perceived but the bill, which
fhe was obliged to put up for air. Some of them are
as white as a dove. 'The manner of catching them
IS very fimple. They erect a tall pole upon a hill,
free from wood, on a bank of the river, near which is
placed a day-net; under the net fome fmall birds are
faftened by a cord, which the hawk-catcher pulls to
make them flutter, on the appearance of the hawk,
who obferving his prey firft perches on the pole, and

when he ftoops to feize the birds, the perfon, who 1s
Novr. L. | R

con-
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cuar.1. concealed by the bufhes, draws the net and covers

KAk5 hial.
AW

The 4th, we pafled xay-corop, and the sth,
swirassky, the firft on the left and the other on
the right hand. 'This evening we arrived before the
town of cazan, and hauled our beats into the
mouth of a fmall river, from which the town has
its name, called cazanka. We intended to conti-
nue our voyage directly to asTracHAN; but, before
we had made the neceflary preparations at cazan,
the winter fet in, and on the 6th of September the
vorca was filled with floating ice. 'This deter-
mined us to winter at that place. We therefore
unloaded the boats, and came to the city, where we

were Lofpitably received by the governor.

CHAPTER IL

Occurrences during our flay at CAzAN; Gur journey thence to

ASTRACHAN.

AZAN is about feven hundred and thirty five
verft from mosco by land, but much more by
water, It is {ituated about five verft to the north of

the
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the voLca, on a high bank of the rivulet cazaNka, CHAP. IL
which is navigable from this place to the river. The jf%
town is ftrong by fituation, and defended by a caftle,
fortified with walls of brick. 'Within the citadel are
the cathedral church, the palaces of the archbifhop
and governor, and the apartments for the courts of
juftice. 'The town is fenced with a ditch and pali-
{fades. 'The fuburbs are inhabited chiefly by mecha-
nics, except a flreet or two poflefled by manomeTAN
TARTARS, the pofterity of the ancient natives. They
live very decently, have the free exercife of their re-
1igi0n', and many other privileges. Some of them
are very rich by the trade they carry on to TurkEY,
PERs14, and other places.

Cazan was anciently the capital of a part of Tag-
TARY, and the feat of government, where the royal
family refided. It was taken from the TarTARS by
Czar 1vax vasiLoviz, in the year fifteen hundred
and fifty two, in confequence whereof an extenfive
country to the fouthward, eafily fell inco his hands.
The conquered Princes were converted to Chriftiani-
%y, and had lands afligned them in their own coun-

try, where the family ftill fubfifts.
C 2 The
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The country adjacent is very pleafant and fertile;
producing wheat, rye, barley, oats, and feveral kinds
of pulfe. 'The woods to the fouth and weft confift
of ftately oaks, fufficient to fupply all the navies in
the world; and from hence sT. PETERSBURG is abun-
dantly furnithed wich tmber, for all the purpofes
of fhip-building, by an eafy conveyance, all the
way by water. 'The woods to the north and eaft,
which are of prodigious extent, confift of trees of
all forts.

In the {pring, when the fnow melts, the vorca
overflows all che low grounds, fometimes to a great
diftance; the confequence 1s the fame with that pro-
duced in EcyeT, by the inundations of the N1LE; for
the mud, carried down by the ftream, fertilizes the
country to a gicat degree; fo that on the iflands in
the vorGa, fome whereof are very large, and over-
erown with tall trees, I have found plenty of excel-
lent afparagus.
~ Befides the fterlect there are plenty of fturgeon,
and a fith about the {ize and near the fhape of the
largeft falmon, which is very delicious, and, for the
whitenefs of its flefh, 1s'called the whice fifh.

The

4 S g e S P
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"The woods afford abundance of game. And in crap. 1t
the fpring great numbers of water-fowl come hitherk%
to hatch, from the caspian fea. At cazaN we
found good beef, mutton and tame poulcry, and
Provifions of all kinds very reafonable.
There is here a confiderable manufa@ory of rus-
s1A leather; the hides here being reckoned the beft
In the empire. Great quantities of this leather are
¢Xported to LEGHORN, and other parts of EUrROPE,
and may be confidered among the ftaple commodi-
ties of chis country. The ftrong fell of chis leather
1s acquired in the drefling; for inftead of oil, com-
mon in other places, they ufe a kind of tar, extra&-
‘ed by fire from the bark of the birch-tree; which in-
gredient the russes call deuggit, and which tree is
here in greater abundance than in other pares of the
world; and then they dye them witch logwood.
- Befides the idolatrous TarTars, formerly men-
tioned, there are two pretty numerous tribes called
the TzeriMisH and tzoowasH, they {peak a lan-
guage quite different from the MAHOMETAN TAR-
TARs 1in thefe parts, who ufe a corrupted dialect of
the arapic. The nanomeTans likewife have fome

learn-
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cHAP. 1L learning; but the TzerimisH and TzoowasH have

17145, Y .
\/_Z/_i)none. They have a tradition among them, thac in

former times they had a book of religion; but, as
no body could read it, a cow came and fwallowed
it.  'They pay great veneration to a bull. From
whence they came is unknown; but from their com-
plexion, it is probable they are from asia. 'They
live by agriculture, and feem to be an inoffenfive
kind of people. Their huntfmen offer in facrifice,
to fome deity, the firft creature they catch. Hence
fome curious men have imagined thefe people part
of the ten tribes of the jews, expelled by smarma-
NezeR. I advance this only as a conjecture, which
every reader may follow or not as he pleafes.

By accident, I met with an ENGLIsHMAN at this
place. He was by trade a carpenter, and had been
in the russiaN fervice; but, being fufpected of de-
ferting, he was condemned to banithment, to this
country, for a certain time: and, notwithftanding
that was elapfed, the poor man, deprived of all
means of aflerting his liberty, remained ftll in che
fame ficuation. He bought a Tzer1MIsSH wife, from
her father, for {ix rubles, about thirty fhillings Ster-

' ling-
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ling. He brought her to vific me. She was a wo- cuap. 1L

.3

man of a chearful and open countenance, and dref- Ak §

fed in the manner of her country; of which, for its
fingularity, I fhall give a fhort defcription.

Her hair was plaited round her head, in many
locks, but that on the back part longer than the
reft, at the end of which was tied a taffel of red filk,
and in the middle a fmall round brafs bell; about
her head was a fillet fet with fmall fhells, inftead of
Jewels, and hung all round with filver pence; above
this was a piece of linen fo artfully plaited, and
done up, that it looked like a grenadier’s cape; at
the top was a filk taffel, with another brafs bell,
which gingled as fhe turned her head. 'The reft of
her drefs was clean though homely, and the whole
feemed becoming enough.

I think the cold here is more intenfe than at st.
PETERSBURG, tho' it is five or {ix degrees farther
fouth; in going about three miles from town, in a
clear day, I had my face, fingers and toes frozen,
notwithftanding I was not half an hour on the road.

¥ applied the common cure, that is, rubbing the

numbed
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cuap. 1. numbed parts with fnow, which I found perfeétly
‘m effectual.

December 24th our ambaflador arrived from
mosco. At the fame time came an exprefs from
court, with the important news of the crown Prin-
cefs (as fhe was commonly called) being fafely de-
livered of a fon, chriftened by the name of peTER.
She died however foon after her delivery, univerfally
lamented for her many rare and excellent virtues.
She was of the woLrrENBUTTLE family, and wife
to ALEXY PETROVITZ, the Czarevitz. Befides this
young Prince, fhe left a Princefs called NaTAL1A.

At cazaN we found two sWEDISH generals, HA-
miLToN and rRoseN, and many other officers of di-
ftinétion, taken prifoners at rorLTAavVA, who were no
farcher confined chan by having a foldier of the gar-
rifon to attend them at their lodgings; and, by the
oenerofity of the governor, lived as cafily as circum-
ftances would allow. Thefe gentlemen were invited
to all the public diverfions; and, by their polite and
agreeable behaviour, contributed not a little to ouf
paffing the winter with a good deal of pleafure, in
fuch a remote part of the world.

Upon
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Upon the banks of the cazanka ftands a mona- crap. 1.

ftery, very pleafantly fitnated. I accompanied our
interpreter to vific the abbot, who received us in a
very friendly manner. He would not however give
the interpreter his blefling, nor admit him into the
church, during divine fervice, unlefs he pulled oft his
wig. He, profefling the communion of the GREEK
church, expoftulated a little with the prieft, telling
him that their learned bifhops at Mmosco made no
fuch feruples.  'The abbot replied, that it was con-
trary to the rules of difcipline, to allow any man to
center the church with his head covered.

The time was now come when we expected to
leave cazan. Our boats were ready in the beginning
of May, but the vorca was flill fo high and rapid,
that it was reckoned dangerous to proceed till the
flood fubfided; for the force of the fiream frequent-
ly carries veflels from their courfe into the woods,
Where the water retiring, leaves them on dry land.
cight barques, and rowed down the river with great
velocity. In the night one of our boats was driven

by the rapidity of the current, among the woods,

o
Now, 1, D and
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and {tuck faft between two trees, up which the peo-
ple climbed, being apprechenfive of danger. 'The
confequence however was not fo fatal as the circum-
{tances were alarming; for the veffel was got off next
day with inconfiderable damage.

The 7th we paffed a fmall town called TETOOSK,
and the gth siNBIRsKY, pretey large, and the capital
of a province of that name, both to the right,  Sin-
BIRsKY 1s defended by a caftle. Near this place aré
evident marks of camps and entrenchments, which
I was told were the works of the great TarTAR ge-
neral, called TiIMYRAK-SACK, OFf LAME TIMYR, Or TA®
MERLANE, who came to this place wich a greac ar-
my; but being informed of an infurretion in his
OWN COUNtry SAMARKANT, NOW BUGHARIA, returned
home.

"The 1oth we put off from siNBIRsSKY with the
wind concrary, which greatly retarded our progrefs.
We pafled two hills, one of them exhibiting a very
beautiful profpet, the other containing mines of ful-
phur as clear as amber. We pafied alfo a mound of
fand, -of confiderable bignefs, in the middle of #

plair
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plain, where they fay was buried a famous TARTAR CHAP.IL

prince called mamay. \._I/'_/\I/6\.J

T ——

——

S

The 20th we arrived at the town of samara, fi-
tuated to the left, in a fine plain.  The place 1s but
fmall, and fortified only wich a ditch and palifades,
with wooden towers ac proper diftances, mounted
with cannon, fufficient to defend it againt the in-
curfions of the TarTARS, called kARA KALPACKS, OF
BLAcK cAPs, who inhabit the defert to the eaftward
of this place.

This tribe of TarTARS 1s not very confiderable,
and when their chiefs are united, which {feldom hap-
pens, can {carce raife above ten or twelve thoufand
men, who are all mounted on horfe-back; becaufe, in
their long marches to rob and plunder their neigh-
bours, nothing but horfe could be of any ufe. They
live always in tents, wich their flocks, removing from
Place to place, as led by inclination or neceflicy.
Their weapons are bows and arrows, and fabres;
fome of them ufe fire-arms. While we were at sa-
MARA, the inhabitants were alarmed with the ap-
Proach of two or three thoufand of thefe people,
Wwho encamped about three miles diftanc. From

D2 one
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cuap. 1, one of the towers I could plainly fee their camp;

1716. and them riding about it. As they had not artil-

lery the garrifon was in no danger, though fo weak '
however, tha