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OF THE SECOND VOLUME.

LETTER XXXII.

ROUTE FROM ACHMIN TO DENDERA.

Defeription of Souadi, on the weft of which are
two old monafleries furrounded with ruins,
which fix the fituation of the ancient Cro-
codilopolis.  Obfervations on Menchié and
the ancient Ptolemais, the ruins of which are
at a fmall diffance. Defeription of the fields
in its environs.  Obfervations on Girgé, the
capital of Upper Egypt, and on Abydus to-
wards the wefl. Here are veftiges of the
celebrated temple of Ofiris, where fingers and
muficians were firictly probibited from ac-
cefs.  Account of Farchout and its delight-
Jul orchards.  Defeription of the antiquities

a2 at
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“ar Tentyra, Sitnated neay Dendera. Hatred
of the ancient inbabitants of Tentyra towards
Crocodiles. oy Page 1

LESTE R XXXIII.

DESCRIPTION OF GIENE, COPHTOS, COUS,
AND OF THE ROUTE FROM THESE TO
COSSEIR ON THE RED SEA.

C ap/ﬁfa; and Cous ﬁtm’[ 'veéy erg;a_yed e i
qf' the Red Sea. Giéné now in the poffe/~
Jion of 3t.  The efforts of the Ptolemies te

proteit it. True flate of this commerce.

D;/E'r@:fﬂafz of the route [from Giené to
Cofferr. This place only a large village
with a good port and & convenient road for
SFips. - Precautions neceffary in travelling
z‘/.vra_zng the Defart.  Means of tmproving
this road. The advantages which would
refult from fuch improvement. 18

LETTER XXXIV.

JOURNEY FROM COUS. TO THEBES. DE-
- SCRIPTION OF THE EASTERN PART

- OF' THIS CITY.
Lefeription of Thebes, extratted Jrom Dip-
abm.: Stculus and Strabo. ~ State of this
fn']
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city wnder the P!samab:, the Romans, and
the dommzan of the Turks.  Porticoes,
GUENULS of the Sp/:mx, with the fructure
and ruins of the great temple,' near Car-
nack, # the eaffern quarter of. Thebes.
Its ﬁundatian} and ruins eccupy a circum-
ference of half a:-league. The plain ex-
‘tending fram Carnack to Luxor, and an-
ciently covered with buildings, now under
agriculfure.  Defeription of the remains
of the temple of Luxor, and the fuperb
obelifks fituated near it. The moft beatie

tiful flructures in Egypt, and in the whole
world. kg 7 |

LETTER" XXXV.

DESCRIPTION OF THE WESTERN PART
OF: THEBES.

Vifit to the tombs of the Theban kings, exca-
vated in the mountain. Defeription of thefe
Subterraneous places, the fepulchres, their
galleries and bieroglyphics.  Account of a
great temple, the roof of which was fup-
ported by fquare piflars, ornamented on the
top with flatyes. Fragments of a prodi-
a3 gious
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gious Coboffus among its ruins. Ruins of
Memnonium, marked out by beaps of mar-
ble fragments, and rows of flatues, either
mutilated, or with a third part of their
beight buried in the earth; and above all,
by the coloffal flatue of Memnon, famous in
 ancient times for the founds which it emitted
at fun-rife. 51
BB T T B R XXX L
ROUTE FROM THEBES TO ESNE.

Defeription of Armant, formerly Hermuntbis,
- adorned with two ancient temples, built in
bonour of Fupiter and Apollo; the latter
in good prefervation.  Account of Okror,
and its manufactures of earthen ware. An
ancient temple fituated in the town of Firud,
and now ufed by the Turks as a place of
Security for their cattle. Anothcr temple in
the weflern part of the town, where the
Egyptians worflipped Neith, denominated by
the Greeks, Minerva. Account of the con-
vent founded by St. Helena, and of the bu-

v rial-place of the martyrs.  Obfervations
on the flone of Baram, employed for the

" making of kitchen utenfils. 66
‘ : ) o . B
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LETTER XXXVIIL

ROUTE FROM ESNE __T0 . THE _TASY
CATARACT.

Dg/'r:rtptzatz of Edfou, famous for a temp[e
ereited in honour of Apolle. Dangerous
paffage of Hafar Salfalé.  Situation of
Coum Ombo, anciently Ombos. Obfer-
vations on the Crocodiles, which are ex-
ceedingly numerous in that quarter. Ar-
rival at Siéné, now Affouan. Defeription of
this city, its antiquities, the Solftice-well,
the bottom of which reflected the image of
the fun when he reached the tropic of Can-
cer.  Aecount of the iflands of Philé and
Elephantine, with their temples and anti-
quities, Obfervations on the quarries of
granite, fituated on the weft of Cataracl.
Succinit defcription of the country lying be-
tween Grand Caira and Siene, 76

LETTT I E RS XXXVHL

DESCRIPTION OF OASIS AND THE TEM-
PLE OF JUPITER AMMON, WITH THE
"ROUTES LEADING THITHER.,

Situation of Oafis fixed by Ptolemy and the

a4 4raéian’
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Arabian geographers. - Defcription of the
places inbabited in the middle of the Defart,
Fourney of Alexander to the temple gf-
Sfupiter Ammon, ¥raced in the map which is
prefixed o this wolume.  Account of the
temple and the people who inbabit its en-
wirons.  Defeat of the army of Cambyfes,
awbich bad been fint to plunder it. Unfor-
tunate expedition of this barbarous thvader
againf? tée Etbiopians, followed by the lpfs
of @ part of the troops awhichbe commanded.
Oafis a place of exile under the manarchs of
the bwer empire 3 and-thither St. Atbana-

&
fous and the other perfons were banifked. 91

L EF.F ER  XXXIX.
OESERVATIONS ON THE INCREASE OF
THE NILE:

Reémarks on the Nile, its fources, and the phe-
Tomena of its annual “inundation. ~ Time
when they cut the dyke, at the bead of the
canal which condults the waters to Grand
€airo. Defeription of the pzz&!z'c Jeftrvals
and rejoicings at*that ﬁ fon.  Nofturnal
recreations on the water in tbe great fquares

.ey" t&e ca_p;mf, The p/ec_zﬁuw thence arif-.

4 ing,
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- dng. Means of focuring to Egypt a regular
- tnundation, and an incxbaufiible abun-
dance. ' 103
LB T LR s
GOVERNMENT OF EGYPT.

Egyptian Government from the conqueft -of
the Arabs to the prefent time. Changes
avbich it bas undergone by the different re-
wvolutions of the fupreme power. Articles
of the agreement made in favour of the
Circaffian Mamalukes by the Emperor Selin.
Limited power of the Pachas. The great
autbority of the Beys, and of that which is
annexed te the dignities of Scheick Elbalad
and of Emir Haji.  The manner in which
the reprefentatives of the Grand Signior are
recesrved in Egypt. Scandalous manner of
[fending them back. Obfervations on the
fmall degree of authority which the Otto-

- man Porte really maintains in Egypt. 121

Lo Bk Ll R —X,
H ISTORY OF ALI BEY. :
Birth-day of Ali Bey, Tranfportation from
bis own country, and bis change of religion
after
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after be had been fold to a Bey of Grand
Cairo.  His promotion to different offices in
the flate. Conduét of the Caravan. De-
Jeat of the Arabs, followed by the dignity of
Bey, which gave bim a feat among the
members of the Divan. Death of bis pa-
tron, who was murdered by the oppofite
party. Al obtains the rank of Cheik
Elbalad, and avenges the blood of bis pro-
teflor.  Confpiracy formed to make bin
prifoner. He takes refuge in Ferufalem,
and afterwards at St. fean d' Acre, where
Cheik Daher receives bim with open arms.
Ou being recalled mto the capital, he found
it impoffible to triumph over the batred of
bis enemiies, and, to fave bis life, was a fe-
cond time obliged to take to flight.  He vifits
Arabia, and retires to fean d’ Acre, where
Cheik Daher treated bim with every de-
monfiration of the fincercf friendfbip. He
- weturns to Gairo, facrifices bis rivals to bis
refentment, and governs Egypt with wif-
don.  Treachery of forne Beys, and of the
Divan at Conflantinople. He punifbes with
death the officers wha bad been fent to de-

mand bis bead, and enters into an alliance
with
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with the Ruffians, to revenge the injuffice
of the Ottomans. He repreffes the wander-
ing tribes of Arabs, proteéts commerce, and
reduces to fubjection both Arabia and Sy-
ria by means of his Generals. He 75 betrayed
by Mahomet Abou Dabab, bis fon-in-law,
and obliged to_fave bimfelf a third time in
Syria.” Ali Bey makes bimfelf mafler of a
number of towns, enters Egypt with the
principal part of bis forces, intimidates an
army much fuperior to his own, and is con-
quered by the treachery of bis infantry,
which went over to Abou Dabab. The
death of Ali, of Mabamed, and of Scheik

Daber, bafely affaffinated éy order of the
Ottoman Port, ‘ 143

L-E P ESR S XEIL

SEQUEL OF THE HISTORY OF ALI.

Hiftory of Ifiael Bey become Scheik Elbalad.
Paffage of Mourad and Ibrabim, Beys in
upper Egypt,  Their conneltions with the
Arabs. - Ifinael difpatches a body of troops

" againft them, and they retreat into the

Defart, ‘Tbcy Sortify  themfelves, take
polffion
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poffeffion of fome of the prineipal towns in
the diffrict of Said, penetrate as far as
Gaza, and enter into a treaty of alliance
with Ifmael.  Re-entering Grand Cairo,
and on the pomt of being maflacred, they be-
taéz tlzc_’ﬁ'lw.r to flight, retire precipitately to

2 Girgé, call to their affiftance the Arabians,
and defeat the army which was fent by

Ifinacl to cppofe them. He arrivesin per-
Jfon at _the head of a body of trogps.. The
afficiated Beys contrive means to corrupt
their fidelity; and the Scheik Elbalad re-
tires into Syria with bis treafures. On
their return to the capital, they promote their
creatures to the rank of Bey, and affume the
government of Egypt. Engagement with

- Hajan Bey abandoned in the fireets of Grand

Cairo, and its confequences. Mourad con-
duéts the caravan of Mecca; and the ufual
tribute being demanded of bim by the Arabs,

be orders them to be bebeaded, _Atiacked
and wounded on bis return, be obliges the
enemy to retrgat. His quarrels with Ibra-
&im, ¥ : 202
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LETTER XLIL

QBSERVATIONS ON THE AGRICULTURE
OF THE COUNTRY.
Agriculture anciently ﬂaurz/f'mg in Egypt.
The immenfe labour which has been beflosed
on confining the river, and on watering the
land. The decay of thofe ufeful monuments.
Produétions of the foil. The [eafons of
Jfowing and reaping different according to
the fituation of the lands.  Their prodigious
fertility in ancient times.  The means necef-
Sfary to be employed for procuring much fer~
tility.  The method of raifing the bees
which the Egyptians carry in a boat from

one extremity of the kingdom  to tbe
other. 227

LETTER XLIV

ACCOUNT OF THE TEMPERATURE OF
THE CLIMATE. _

‘I'be beats exceffive in Upper Egypt, and muode-

rate .in the Lower. The fall number of

difeafes which prevail among the Egyptians.

The means they ufe for curing a fever, and

3 preferving
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preferving their bealth. During a part of
the winter and _[pring, the wind blows from
the South, and proves prejudicial. Through
the remaining part of the year, the North
wind produces falutary effects. The le-
profy unknown in the country. The plagne
 not a native difeafe of the climate. The
Europeans avoid this terrible jfeourge by
" fbutting themfelves up. : 241

LETTER XLV.

OBSERVATIONS ON THE DIFFERENT IN-
HABITANTS OF EGYPT.

The Coptis, defeendants of the Egyptians, bave
Ioft the genius and knowledge of their an-
ceffors.  Next to them the Arabians, the
moft ancient inbabitants of the country.
Thetr dominton twice extended over it.
Thofe who, under the government of the
Beys, cultivate the lands, have entirely lof?
the good faith nataral to the nation, while
thofe who live under their Scheiks bave pre-
Jerved their. honefly and wirtues.  The

.. Bedouins inbabit the defarts, and declare
war againft all the caravans 5 but they are

generous,
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generous, bofpitable, and pay a facred re-
gard to their oaths.  The Chriftians of Sy-
ria, the Greeks, and the Fews, praéiife the
mechanical arts. Real Turks not numerous

in Egypt. 263
LB T°F ER XEVL

@BSERVATIONS ON MARRIAGE AMONG
THE EGYPTIANS.

Dignified with the title of facrament, marriage
among the Chriftians indiffoluble.  The Le-
giflator of Arabia, copying the authority of
the patriarchs, and influenced by the force
of cuflom, has permitted repudiation, but
at the fame time endeavoured to refirain the
caprice of the men.  The nuptial ceremo-
nies practifed by the Mabometans and
Coptis. 295

LETTER XLVIL

“THE REVOLUTIONS IN THE COMMERCE
OF EGYPT, FROM THE MOST REMOTE
ANTIQUITY TO THE PRESENT TIME.

State of the Egyptian commerce under the
Pharaoks, the Perfians, and the Prolemies,
awbhz
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who credted @ fowezﬁ:l marine ; and under
the Romans, who, guided by the Fgyptian:,
penctrated as ﬁzr as Berzgdl Declenfion
" of this extenfive commerce under the Princes
L of the lower empire. Almoft annibilited
during the govermment of the Arabs. Re-
¢ftablifbed by the Venetians, who opened to
. themfelves. the - ports of Egypt.  The Por<
tuguefe deprive them of this trade ; in cons
Jequence qf which the Venctians lofe both
their marine -and - their diffant provinces.
Actual ffate of the prefent commerce of this
€QUIELT Y _ : 307

5 ET.T ER XLVII

OF THE ANCIENT ‘RELIGION OF THE
EGYPTIANS, AND PARTICULARLY OF
ATHOR, ONE OF THEIR DEITIES.- ~

Athor, or the night, in the opinion of the
Egy iptian - priefts, reprefented the darknefs
which envelsped the chaos before the crea-
tion, awhich the creative Jpirit animated with

#ts breath, and of which it formed the
univerfe. The moon regarded as a fymbal
of this original dgrincfs, and recommended

ie
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9 the veneraiion of the pesple. Thi, idea
extended to that period of time when the Sun,
during his progrefs through the figns of the
Jouthern hemifpherey renders the days fhorter
and the nights more long. =7 igeg

LETTBR XLIX,

©F PHTHA, NEITH, AND CNEPH, NAMES
‘'UNDER WHICH THE SUPREME BLING
WAS ADORED IN EGYPT.

The Supreme Being adored by the Egyptians,
under the Names of Ptha, Neith, and
Cneph., By thefe Appellations were denoted
the power, the wifom, and the gosdnefs of
that infinite [pirit which created the worlds
Thz Templ: of Ptha was at Manphis, that
of Neith at Sais, and that of Gneoph in the
Hfland of Elephantine. Purity of religim
only among the Pricfts, and thofe who weré
initiated in the facred myfteries. The peo-
Dple neglect the Creator, while they adored bis
works, 367

#» TLETTER
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PRV TR R T .
OF THE VISIELE. GODS OF THE EGYP=

TIANS, AND CHIEFLY OF OSIRIS, A
"SYMBOLICAL DIVINITY, WHICH RE-

"PRESENTED THE SUN.

At firft the Egyptians aworfbipped the Sun,
under the defignation of Phré, and after-
wards under that of Ofiris. This Deity
very famous. His temples and Priefts in
every corner of the kingdom. His origin
dertved from affronomy, which baving ob-
Jerved bis courfe more regular than that of

: the ingon, made ufe of it jor the meafuring of
time. The name of Ofiris, derived from
Ofch Iri, zhe Author of Time, fhews the
defign of the- Priefts in introducing this alle-
- gorical divinity. ; 381

BB ESR S EL

OF AMMON AND HERCULES, EMBLEMS OF
‘ THE SUN. '

Amoun, called Ly the Greeks Ammon, and
by the Latins Jupiter Ammon, was par-
ticulary warﬁz)bfcd at beéf:, awhich . the
Jeripture
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feripture fiyles the city of Ammon, end the
Greeks Diofpolis zbe city qf' j’upuer His
flatue decked with the fkin and head of @
zam. This fymbolical divinity, which re-
prgﬁmed the vernal fun, delivered ora-
cles in_a temple, fituated in the midf} of
the defarts of Lybia. The flatue of Her-
culés, which partook of the worfbip of its
deity, at the Vernal Eqgitinox, -denoted the
fb}'ce of the, fun when be bad reached the
Equator. 391

L'ET-T ER LIL

" ®F HORUS, A SYMBOLICAL DEITY WHICH
REPRESENTED THE SUN.

Horus, as well as Ofiris, bad a bawk Sfor bis
Symbol. The fame  attributes frequently
afcribed to both.  His throne fupported by
Adions, becaufe be reprefented the fun at the
Summer Solfiice.  His education at Butis,
on the border of the great lake, denoted his
great power - in. raifing vapours into the
atmofpbere, whence they fell down in dew
upon the earth. The victory of Horus over
Typhon, depicted the bappy ¢ffects produced

bz by
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by the fun in bis progrefs fbf:augfv the fup:-
mer figns, fuch as the inundation, the ex-
tinilion of the north winds, and the excite-
ment of thofe named the Etcfian, 398

T ETTE R LHE

OF THE CELESTIAL SERAPIS, A SYMBOL
OF THE SUN. :.

The worfhip of Serapis flourifloing wtder the
Prolemies, who built a fuperb temple in
bonour of him. Adored in Egypt before
their re{grz. His origin onthe banks of the

 Nile. This emblematical divinity denoted
" the Sun in bis progre ﬁ z‘brauglﬂ the autumnal
Signs. Said £ ﬁe ‘thv _/' Ghile, éa’mzf/é Sfeen
orly for a.fhori iime by the inhabitants of
the north.,  The fame with the Pluto of the
Greels, but divefied of the fables with which
their’ poets involved lim. 408

Ll TR RR SR,

O@F HARPOCRATES, AN EMBLEM OF THE

: SUN.
Harpocrates rej»rg/i’m‘c’d’, in Egypt, the Sun
at the wintef Soljiice, and, in Grecce, the
God
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God of Silence. - Delineated by the Egyp-
tian Priefts with bis feet joined: together,
in fuch a manner that be could [earcely
awalk. This emblem of the flow, “and al-
moft infenfible motion of the fun, when
verging to the Tropic of Capricern,  Re-
prefented fitting on the Lotus flower, be-
caufe it never opens till towards the end of
- Quiumn, _ 411

LRI T RLY,

OF MENDES, THE SYMBOL OF THE
SUN,

Mendes the firft emblem of the fun. De-
noted the fecundating influence of this pla-
net. . The be-goat facred to bim, becaufe
the moft pral ﬁc g]‘ ammals, The Priis
initiated in the myfleries of Mendes,  The
Phallus, an emblem of gencration, adsrned
their babits, and decarated the flatues of
other deities, Named by the Grecksy Pan,
but improperly, for be bore little refemblance
to that demi-god, 41%

p
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OF Is1S, OR THE MOON, AN EGYPTIAN
DEITY. ‘

The moon ancie m‘/y worfhipped by the Egyp~
- tians under its proper name Joh ; the ado-
ration of which, when introduced into
Greece, gave birth to the fable of fab's be-
ing changed into a cow. Its influence on the
atimsfphere being aéﬁ:r‘vz’d, they-afterwards
* named 1t Iris, which fignifies the caufe of
- abundance, The inundation of the Nilg,
afcribed to the tears of this deity 5 that is,
tothe dew, of which fhe excites a fermentation
" in the waters. To this day the Coptis pre~
tend that the dew which falls at the Solfiice,
makes the waters ferment, and by that
weans produces the inundation. 421

LoBEST “T*E R LVIL.

OF SOTHIS, A STAR SACRED TO IRIS.

Some writers call Sothis by the name of Iris ;
but this flar, denominated Sirius by the

Greek:, and Canicula by the Latins, was
: only
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only facred to that goddefs. The Egyptians
marked the rifing of Sothis by two fated
perirds.  The veneration of the people for
this flar arofé from a particular circum-
fance; namely, that at its beliacal rifing,
they could judge of the degree of inundation.
On this account, it was named the ftar
which makes the waters increale, 430

L ET TE R LVIII,

OF BUBASTIS, A SYMBOLICAL DEITY OF
THE EGYPTIANS..

Great bonours paid to Bubaftis in Egypt. A
city . diftinguifbed by her name. She was
reputed the patronefs of pregnant wom.n,
and known to the Greeks and Romans by
the name of Diana and llithyia. This
Symbolical deity reprefented the new moon.
Her feftival celebrated the third day of the
month, becaufe then ber increafe is vifible
gver all the world, 436

b4 LETTER
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B S Rl e O g 1 B

®F BUTIS, A SYMBOLICAL DEITY WHICH
REPRESENTS THE SUN.

This Goddefs, named by the Greeks Latona,
bad a famous temple in the city of Butis,
where the fantluary confifled of an enormous
block of granite, Here fbe delivered her
oracles, The Egyptians placed hber in a
moving ifland ; and in this they were imi-
tated by the Greeks, This deity was the
Jymbol of the full moon ; and as the dew is
at that time maoft copious, they afcribed it to
ber influence. It was believed fhe bad edu«
cated Horus, and faved bim from the am-
bufbes of ?}pﬁaﬂ, which ought to be under-
Staod in an allegorical fenfe, 444

LETTER LX,

THE NILE ADORED AS A GOD BY THE
ANCIENT EGYPTIANS.

The Nile raifed to the rank of gods. A city
built in bonour of bim. His pricfts, fofts-
vgls, and /&;rg'j%c.r, At firft be bore ihe

: general
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general name of Jaro, which fignifies a
river. When the phanomena of bis inun-
dation were obferved, be received the epithet
of Neilon, that i5, one who grows in a
ftated time, At the winter folflice, they
invited bim to a feaft, which was publicly
prepared for the purpofe; and the people
believed, that without this ceremony he would
never overflow their fields. 454

LE T E-REX]

GF APIS, THE SACRED OX OF THE EGYP-
TIANS, ADORED BY THE PEOPLE.

Apis repgwned over the world, Kings and
princes folemnly offered facrifices to bis god-
bead.  Defeription of bis diftinguifliing
marks, bis inauguration, the place where be
was kept, and the temple to which they re-
moved bim at bis death. Feftivals cclebra-
ted at the birth of a new Apis. This alle-
gorical deity was created by the priefts to be
the guardian of the folar year of 365 days,
the type of the cycle of 25 years, and the
LJimbal of the inundation. 461

LETTER
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GF MNEVIS AND ONUPHIS, SACRED BULLS
O ANCIENT EGYPT.

Mnevis and Onuplis confecrated to the fin.
The worfbip of the former rubrifled in re-
mate antiguity, and the epoch of its com-
mencement is unknown.  FThelatter, brought
up in the temple of Apolls, at Hermuntbis,
bad no degree of eelebrity; if we may judge
by the filence of hifforians, Apis, defied
with the view of prefirving the remenms
brance of ancient obfervations, became jfa-
mous, and eclipfed the other two. - 476

L°E T T E R LXIII

OF THE TERRESTRIAL SERAPIS, A SYM~"
BOLICAL DEITY WHICH BORE A RELA~
" TION TO THE NILE. !

The terrefirial Serapis regarded by the Egyp-
\ tians as a deity that prejides over the in-
- ereafe of the waters. His emblem a Nilo-
meter of wood, divided into cubits. A fef-
tival celebrated in bomour of bim at the
. : - commence=
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commencement of the z'rmndatz'on._ The Nils-

eter named by the priefts Sari Api, the
pillar of menfuration.  Brought forth
Jrom bis fantuary at the beginning of the
inundation, and led back when it was on the
decline.  Such was the origin of this em-
blematical deity, to which the Greeks gave
the name of Serapis. 481

' DRET DR e e o B v R

OF ANUBIS, A SYMBOLICAL DEITY OF
) THE EGYPTIANS.

Anubis bad in Egypt temples and priefts, and a
city was built in bonour of him. His flatue
bore the head of a dog; and this animal,

Jrom being bis living image, was confecrated
to bim. This allegorical divinity, invented
by the aftronomers, meprefented the borizon.
Hence be was regarded as the infeparable
companion of Ofiris and Iris. Called in the
Jacred Janguage their illegitimate fon, be-
caufe be is not luminous of bimfelf, and fbines
enly by borrowed lufire. - 488

) LETTER
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L8 F L BEaR ANE
OF TYPHON, A SYMBOLICAL DEITY OF
'"HE EGYPTIANS,

Typhon regarded as an evil genius.  The Cro-
¢odile and Hippopotanus confecrated to bim,
His flatue infulted, when the calamities, of .
which they believed bim to be the caufe, did
not eeafe, This allegorical deity reprefented, in
the imagination of the priefts; winter, and
the fatal efecis produced in Egypt by the
blowing of the fouth end fouth-caff winds,
The facred fable on the fubjei? of Typhon
is propagated into. Phanicia, Greece, and
Itely. It is decorated with new allegories
by the natural philsfopbers and poets -of
thafe countrics, and accommodated to their
refigion. Notwithffanding the veils with
which they bave covered it, its erigin is fill
pereeptible. 496

LB TT ER LIV

OF NEPHTHYS, A SYMBOLICAL DEITY OF
THE EGYPTIANS. :

Nepbihbys was, in the facred language, the bar-
- ren
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von fpoufe of Typhons- Not prolific till
Qfiris bad commeres with ber.  This werd,

- in ifs natural ﬁgwgﬁé‘mm, denoted the fandy
< plains which fland berween the Nile and the
Red Sea, end are greatly expofed to- the

- fouth-eaff wind. When in years of an-ex=
traordinary imundation the river firetohed
o thofe parts, the phanomenon was imputed

to the adultery of Ofiris with Nephthys. By
‘Thueri or Afo, Queen of Bthispia, reputed
the concubine of Typhon, was denoted  the
South wind, which, uniting with that of the
eaft, formed the fouth-eaft, @ wind extremely

Jormidable to the Egyptians, on account of

 its feorching breathy and the torrents of fand
‘wbhich it rolls upon the country. - 5§12

L E T TR R T EKY L

OF CANOBUS, A PRETENDED DEITY OF
THE EGYPTIANS.

Canobus, named by the writers of the Lower
Empire Cancpus, was the pilot of Menelaits.
He died on the coaft of Egypt, and they
erected to him a tomb. This place, called in

tize
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the Egyptian language Cahi noub, z5e
golden land. A city and tenmples were
buslt bere..  The Greeks, mifled by this ap-
pellation, [pread a report that they bad been
erected in honour of the flranger; but ibis
was a miftake.. Ruffin ielates a long fable,
by which be afecls to prove, that the deity
which they worybipped in the temple of Cano-
bus was a pitcher : but this was only an
offering made to the god-of the Nile, the
water of which it ferved to purify. 518

oy o it Wl D8 o ) 73, 9 B

OF THOTH, A SYMBOLICAL DEITY OF
‘THEEGYPTIANS,AND REGARDED AS A
CELEBRATED MAN BY THE GREATER
PART OF WRITERS.

Thoth was held to be an extrasrdinary man by
a great number of writers. To bim they
afcribed the invention of all arts, feiences,
and buman inflitutions ; and dignified bim
with the name of 'Trifmegiftus, or thrice
great.  This alone night be [fufficient to

prove that the perfinage was allegorical,
Thoth,
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"Thoth, 7 the Egyptianlanguage, jignifies &
pillar 5 and as it was ufual to engrave ap-
proved works upon pillars, they all received
the general appellation qf Thoth. . Tie
three Thoths or mercuries might denote the

Sufancy, the progrefs, and the perfeétim of
buman knowledge. #0530

L BT TaRaRs LXX.

OF THE VOCAL STATUE OF MEMNON.

The flatue of Memnon greatly celebrated n
ancient times for the found which it emittcd
at fun-rife. - Called by the priefts the Som
of the Day. The fon of Aurcra, the
conqueror of Antilochus, celcbrated by Ho-
mer.  His interpreters, and the pocts fince
bis time, have applied thyfe expreffions tobe
Egyptian Memnon.  This is a mifiake ;
the Thebaic flatue bore

¢ the name of Lme-
nophis.  The Memnon whs came to the

Siege of Troy a little after, was fent from
Sufa by Teutam, king of Affyria. The
vocal flatue of Ligypt was broken by Cam-
byfes.  The mutiluicd fgure ceajed - to emit
any found for a long time, but rcfumed. its

vocal



C xxxii L 0 %W &
wocal power under the Ptolemies.  After ity
difirace, it promounced feven notes. The
pricfls, who gave the barmonic courfe of the
Jfeven planets the name of celeftial mufic,
and who confecrated to them the notes, called
this flatue the image of the fun, and the
coufin of Ofiris; becaufe it pronounced the

- Jeven notes which compifed the terrefirial
mufic. It received the name gf ame nou=
phi, to tell good news, lecaufe it pro-
nounced the notes at the vernal equinix, a
Jeajon dear to the Egyptians. 529

LETTER LXXL

REFLECTIONS ON THE RELIGIOUS WOR4
SHIP OF THE EGYPTIANS.

The Egyptians bad only two dogmas in their
religion, -namely, that of a God the Crea-
tor, and that of the immortality of the
Soul 5 all the reft was allegorical.  This
religion-was preferved pure and untainted
witlin the temples 5 but the necefity they
were under of wfing reprefentative figures
before the invention of letters, induced the

people by degrees to adore them ; whick
happened
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bappened when the art of writing having
becomte eafy, they forgot the fenfe of the
- bieroglyphics. The gods of Laban were
nothing but bieroglyphics, of awhich be bad
loft the meaning. = They awere to bhim 'the
objects of worfhip, becaufe they had been
tranfmitted by bis fathers, and “he did not
comprebend them. The fame thing bap-

pened in Egypt. oy
LETTER LXXIIL

OBSERVATIGNS ON THE HIEROGLYPHICS.

Hieroglypbics, the firfi-written language of
man. Their "antiquity more remote than
tbe*cﬁlz.. The meaning of them entirely
loft under the prmc‘es of the lower empire.
The recovery of it would render us ac-
quainted with the language of the Coptis,
or ancient vulgar Egyptian, by which we
might attain to a knowledge of the facer-

" dotal dialeit, ufed for explaining the biero-
Zlyphics, and which is found on Egyptian
monuments. A Journcy might likewife be
attempted to the temple of Jupiter Am-=

nion,  inbabited by an Egyptian cofonys
I which
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‘xxxi\r"
which may hbave preferved their ancient

- language, their books, and the know! ledgs of
bieroglyphrcs. : . 580

L E.T T ER -LXXIIL

9o Mr. LEMONNIER, Phyfician t5 the Kine
_ of FRANCE, Firft Phyfician to MoNSIEUR,
and MEMBER of the A(,ADEM\ of Sc1-

ENCES.

PLAN OF AN INTERESTING' VOYAGE,
AND WHICH HAS NEVER BEEN PER-

FORMED.

Ty take a furvey of the great lakeof Menzalé
in aboat.  To examine the Mins in its
ifles.  To wifit Pelufum, Farama, the
Oafis 5 to Sténe for the wells of the folftice,
and to afcertain the ancient obfervation of
the Em‘fmm. To pafs through the in-
terior parts of the Imen, with the view of
procuring information and  manufiripts.

To go to Mecca; to flay there during the
pilgrimage, and to bring thence and from

Medina ithe works and information that
are

-~
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pre unknown in Europe. = To travel over
both Arabias, Petrea and Deferta; and

after remaining fome time at Damas to re~
turn to Europe. . 590

LETTERS
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LETTER XXXII

ROUTE FROM ACHMIN TO DENDERA.

Defeription of Souads, on the weft of which are
two old nionafleries furrounded with ruins,
which fix the fituation of the ancient Cro=
codilopolis:  Obfervations on Menchié and
the ancient Ptolemais, the ruins of which are
at a_fall diftance. - Defeription of the fields
in its environs: - Obfervations on Girgé, the
capital of Upper Egypt, and on Abydus to-
wards the wefl.  Here are vefliges of the
celebrated temple of Ofiris, where fingers and
muficians were firictly probibited from ac-
cefs. Account of Farchout and its delight-
Jul orchards.  Defeription of the antiquities
at Tentyra, fituated near Dendera. Hatred
of the ancient inbabitants of Tentyra towards
Crocodiles.

To Mr. L. M,
Grand Cairo.

L ET us take our leave of Achmin, and the
ferpent Horidi. Pafling to the other fide
of the Nile, we fee the burgh of Souadi go-

Vor. II. g ®  yerned

s



2 L BT ER &

verned by a Cachef, and proceeding to the
weftward, two Coptic monaftefies, fituated
at the entrance of the defert. Their churches
are ornamented with Corinthian pillars, with
a crofs in the middle of the capital, and are
paved with red granite, covered with hiero-
glyphics; their architeGture favours. of - the
decline of tafte amongﬁ the Greeks. They
are thought to have been built by the Em-
prefs Helena, In the fpace between them,
the ground is firewed with antique marbles.
Thefe remains point otit the {cite of Croco-
dilopolis (y )y vehich was farfrom the river,
and which Ptolemy places after Apbrodits-
polis, or the city of Vienus.

Afcending towards the fouth-eaft, we
crofs a plain {haded by various trees, covered
with harvefts, and inter{ected by rivulets.
It leads to the burgh of Menchié, decorated
with a large mofque.. A confiderable mar-
ket is held here. The bazards are ftored
with all forts of articles. They fell a con-
ferve of wheat here, in high eftimation in

(y) Ptolemy, 1. 4. This:is. the facred city of that
name. But the former fituated in the Fmaum, was better
known by the Name of Arfifioé. -

the
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the country. Itis compofed of corn {teeped
in water for two days, then dried in the.
fun, and boiled to the thicknefs of a jelly.
This pafte thus prepared is called e/nede
dew. It is melting, fugary, and very nou-
rithing. If this {fort of confection dried in
thé oven would keep at fea, it might bea
very great refource in long voyages.

On an eminence to the fouth of Menchid,
are to be remarked the remains of the enta-
blatures of cornices, and trunks of columns.
The river is lined by a quay in this place.
A projecting mole ferves to protect the boats
from the winds and currents. 'Thefe ruins,
and oriental works recal to mind the ‘great
Ptolemars, which Strabo (=) compares to
Memphis for its extent and population (/.
Ptolemy calls it Piolemars -of Hermes, . be-
caufe the fymbolical deity, Mercury, was
worfhipped there. :

Whilft the wind is driving us towards the
fouth, caft your eyes on the rocks which
project on the eaftern fide, you will there
perceive the little convent of der Hadid

(z) Strabo, 1. 17.——(a) Ptdlemy, 1. 4.

B2 placed
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placed in the middle of a defert befet with
barren points, and grottoes which the fer-
vour of the primitive ages of Chriftianity
peopled with pious Anchorites. Can there
be a more frightful folitude {o near an en-
chanting country? On one fide we difcover
nothing but barren fands, hills burnt up by
the fun, from which the reverberation is
fuffocating. On the other we admire all the
treafures of abundance. Already the dourra
with all its reedy leaves fhoots up-its vigo-
rous ftalk, and is crowned with large ears.
The corn, whofe furface is kept waving by
- the wind, is near the period of its growth.
Vaft fields are covered with fugar canes.
The flax flourifhes clofeby. Thedatereddens
on the fummit of the date tree. The palm
of the Thebais difplays its leaves in the form
of a fan, and the golden melon hangs over
the edges of the river. Such is the afpect
of thefe plains at the beginning of December.
We land at the port of Girgé, the capital
of Upper Egypt. This town, which isa
league in sircumnference, has feveral mofques,
bazards, and public fquares, but no re-
markable buildings: it is furrounded by well
4 N culti-


http://nourilb.es

oENE E G Y P T 5
cultivated gardens. It is governed by a Bey.
His foldiers commit innurerable outrages.
The Coptsare not permitted to have churches
here. To affift at divine fervice, they are
obliged ta go to a convent fituated on the
other fide of the Nile. Girgé affords novef-
tige of ancient edifices. It appears to be
a modern town, for Abulfeda does not fpeak
of it. Proceeding for about an hour towards
the weft, we fall in with theruins of Abydus,
- where Ifinandés built a magnificent temple
in honour of Ofiris: It was the only one
in Egypt which the fingers and dancers
were forbid to enter. This city, reduced
to a village under the empite pf Au-
guftus, prefents in our time nothing but a
heap of ruins without inhabitants; but to
the weft of thefe ruins we ftill find the cele-
brated monument of Ifmandes (4 ).

We firft enter under a portico raifed about
fixty feet, and fupported by two ‘rows of
mafly columns. The immoweable felidity of
the edifice, the huge mafles which compofe
it, the hieroglyphics it is loaded with, ftamp

(b) Strabo, 1. 17, calls it Imandés and Memnon. He
fays that this is the fame Pharoah who built the Labyrinth.

3 3 it
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it as a work of the ancient Egyptians. Be-
yond, is a temple which is three hundred
feet long by one hundred and forty-five feet
wide. On entering we remark an immenfe
hall, the roof of which is fupported by
twenty-eight columns fixty feet high, and
nineteen 1n circumference at the bafe. 'They
are twelve feet diftant from each other. The
enormous f{tones that form the cieling per-
fectly joined, and incrufted as it were one
in the other, offer to the eye nothing but
one whole platform of marble one hun-
dred and twenty-fix feet long, and fixty-fix
feet wide. The walls are covered with in-
.numerable hieroglyphics. = One fees there a
multitude of animals, of birds, and hu-
man figures with pointed caps on their
heads, and a piece of ftuff hanging down
behind (¢, and drefled in open robes de-
fcending only to thewaift. The clumfinefs
of the fculpture, announces its antiquity.
It is art in its infancy. The forms of
the body, the attitudes, the proportions of
the members are badly obferved. A-

(e) Tefe caps fiill form the head-drefs of the Egyptian
Priefts on their dags of ceremony.
mongft .
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Amongft thefe various reprefentations, wo-
men are to-be diftinguithed fuckling their
children, and men prefeniting offerings : to
them. In the midft of thefe defigns, en-
graved on the marble, the traveller difcovers
the drvinities of Indig.. Monfieur Chevalier,
formerly ' governor‘of Chandernagor, who
paffed twenty yedrs in that country, where
he rendered: great fervice to his own, care-
fully vifited: this ancient monument on his
return from Bengal. He remarked there
the gods Feggrenat, Gonez, and Fichnou, or
Vifinou, fuch as.they are reprefented in the
temples of Indoftan. Have the Egyptians
received  thefe divinities from the Indians
or the Indians from the Egyptians? Were
this queftion refolved, it would decide the
antiquity of the two people.

At ‘the bogtom of the firft hall opens a
great! gate! which leadsito an apartment
forty-fix feet long, by twenty two wide.
Six {quare: pillars fupport’ the roof of ' it.
At the angles are the doors of four other
chambers,: but-fo choaked up by rub-
bith, ' that one cannot enter -them.  The
laft hall, fixty-four feet long, by twenty-

B4 four
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four wide, has ftairs by which one defcends
into the fubterraneous apartments of this
grand edifice. The Arabs in fearching after
treafure have piled up heaps of earth and
rubbifh. One difcovers in the part one is
able to penetrate, fculpture and hierogly-
phics as in the upper ftory. The natives
of the country fay, that they corref-
pond exactly with thofe above, and that
the columns are as- deep in the. earth
as they are lofty above ground. It would
be dangerous to go far into thefe vaults,
becaufe the air of them is much infected,
and fo loaded with mephytic vapour that
one can fcarcely keep a candle lighted.

Six lions heads placed on' the two fides
of the temple ferve as fpouts to carryoff the
water. You mount to the top by a flair-
cafe of a very fingular formy. It is built
with ftones incrufted in the wall, and pro-
jecting fix feet out, fo that being fupported
only at one end they appear fufpended in
the air. - The walls, the roof, the columns
of this “edifice have fuffered nothing from
the’ injuries: of time. Did not the hiero-
glyphics; carroded in feveral places, mark

15
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its antiquity, it would appear to have been
newly built.  The folidity is fuch, that it
will laft a great number of ages, unlefs
men make a point of deftroying it. Except
the coloffal figures, whofe heads ferve as
the ornament to the capital of the columns,
and which are fculptured in refzevo, the reft
of the hieroglyphics which cover the infide
of the temple are carved in ftone.

To the left of this great building, we
fee another much {maller at the bottom
of which appears a fort of altar. This
was probably the fan@uary of the temple of
Ofiris. 1 have already obferved, that the
fingers and muficians -were not allowed to
enter it. ‘The Egyptian priefts invented
feven .vowels, and gave to each of thema
{ound approaching our notes of mufic/d).
To preferve this beautiful difcovery, they
repeated  at certain periods thefe vowels in
the form of hymns, and their various tones
fucceffively modulated, formed an agreeable
melody. 'This doubtlefs is the reafon why
they banithed from this temple all mufical

(d) qutarcll. Treatife on Iris and Ofiris.

inftruments.
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inftruments. ‘The Greeks drew from this
fource, in compofing their mufical language,
fo admirably accented, that a difcourfe well
delivered had all the effect of a pleafing air.
If the Piccini, the Glucks, the Sacchini, make
us liké even the harfh founds of the French
language, by the {cientific combinations of
their harmony, what would they not have
made of thefe ancient tongues?- - Ceafe your
aftonithment therefore at the marvellous ef-
fects the ancient mufic of the Greeks 1s faid to
have produced; they had in their hands ali
‘the treafures of melody; all the riches of an
imitative language,’ and fpoke at once to
the heart, to the underftanding, and the ear.
Let us take our leave, Sir, of 'the antique
monument of Ifmandes, around which
Strabo defcribes a foreft of Acacia, confe-
crated to Apollo, the remains of which are
ftill vifible on the fide of Farchout.
. The ‘dominion of the  Turks, from
Girgé to Sienna, is in a very precarious
ftate. A part of the lands is pofiefled by
Arabs, in general independent.  Such asin-
habit the mountains to the eaft of Girgé
pay no tribute, and afford an afylum to all
3 the
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the malecontents of the government.
They even frequently efpoufe their quarrel,
and ‘furnith them with arms to re-enter
Grand Cairo.

Thelfleof Doum (¢ ) isnot far from Gzrge.
Above js the port of Bardis, a {mall town
dependent on the Great Scheik. ' This
prince, whofe government is very extenfive,
has " his ufual refidence at Farchout,
where a branch of the Nile runs. He
poflefles there a vaft enclofure, where be
cultivates the palm, and the date, the
acacia, the nabe, the vine, and the orange
aree; the Arabian jeflamine, tufts of fiveet.
bafil, and clumps of rofes are difperfed here
and there amongft the trees. Though thefe
plantations are made without tafte and
withont a plan, theyafford notwithftanding
moft delightful thickets. Did art but give
the {malleft aid to nature here, delictous
gardens might be formed at fmall expences;
for this happy climate unites a fruitful foil,

abundant- waters, the moft odoriferous
fhrubs, and the pureft {ky.

(¢) Doum is the name given by the Arabs to the Palm-
tree with leaves fpreading like a fan,
The
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The village of Beliéné depends alfo on the
Grand Scheik; its fituation between two
" canals renders it a very agrceable abode.
Oppofite to it are fome hamlets, inhabited
by Arabs, who infeft the river with their
piracies, efpecially during the night. Pafi-
ing the arm of the Nile, which goes to
Farchout, we arrive at Badjoura, from whence
one difcovers a handfome ifland, ard at a
diftance thevillage of Aztariff. 'The Burgh
of Hau, placed on an eminence, commands
the country to the weft; it ftands on the
ruins of Diofpelis Parve (), the fmall city
of Jupiter. The works of the Egyptians
had placed it out of the reach of the inun-
dation. Hau ftill pofiefles this advantage.
Whilft the adjacent plains are uader water,
it rifes up amidft them like an ifland. For
this reafon the inhabitants of Badjoura, and
the neighbouring villages, bury their dead
heré.

In this place the rocks ftretch off from

(f) Strabo, l. 17, and Ptolemy, 1. 4, lay down Diol-
pholis between Abydus and T'entyra, on an eminence, »
fituation which perfectly agrees with the Burgh of Hax.

the
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the eaftern bank. We remark there the
villages of Cafr and of Fau: the former
was heretofore a town, of which Abulfeda
gives us the following defcription: Cafir
« is a day’s journey to thefouthward of
“ Cous. 'Thistown, fituated on theeaftern
bank of the river, is furrounded with
fields abounding in grain, and palm-
trees. A great quantity of earthen jars
are fabricated here, which are conveyed
¢ into the weft of Egypt.” Since the time
of Abulfeda, the town of Cafr has loft the
greateft part of its commerce, and of its
inhabitants (g ). At this day it is no more
than a village of little importance.

" The weftern border of the Nile, more
pleafant, and better peopled, offers to the
fight, woods of date-trees, and of Doum
difperfed around the dwellings, rich plains
of wheat, and paftures covered with flocks.
The Burgh of Dendera has nothing remark-
able; but about a league to the weftward
we find the ruins of ancient Tentyra. Heaps
of rubbifh, and ruins of a great extent, mark

{2) Abulfeda. Defeription of Egypr..
the
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the grandeur of this city, where, according
to Strabo /4 ), Ifis and Venus were adored.
After crofling thefe remains, one admires on
a little eminence two dncient temples, the
largeft of which is only two hundred fect
long, by one hundred and forty wide. A-
round it is a double frize; the interior is
divided into feveral very lofty apartments,
fupported by large columns, with a fquare
flone by way of capital, on which is carved
the head of Ifis. The walls are covered
with' hieroglyphics, feparated into different
compartments. 'The angles of the temple
are ornamented without, by coloffal figures.
Ten flights of ftairs lead to the top. .

The fecond, fituated on the right-hand,
is fmaller ; the cornice which goes round
it, and the gate at the entrance, are decec-
rated with falcons, with their wings {pread..
A double {fquare flone forms the capital of
the columns which fupport the roof. QOn
the walls are fculptured feveral figures of
men, of birds, and animals. Thefe hiero-
glyphics comprifed the hiftory of the time,

() Strabo, L 17.
By
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By reading them we thould learn probably;
whether thefe monuments are the temples
of Ifis and of Venuds. We remark the
fame folidity in them as in thofe of 4bydus,
but they have lefs grandeur and magnifi-
cence.

I thall not finith this letter, Sir, without
laying before: you what Strabo(7) fays of
the averfion the Tentyrites preferved for the
Crocodile, worfhipped in fo many other
cities. “* The inhabitants of Tentyra ab-
¢ hor the Crocodile, and wage continual
¢ war againft him, as the moft dangerous
of animals. Other men looking upon
him as pernicious, avoid him; but the
Tentyrites induftrioufly feck after him,
and kill him wherever they meet with
him. It is known that the Pfylli of
Cyréne have a certain empire over fer-
pents, and it is generally believed that
the Tentyrites have the fame power over
crocodiles. In fa&, they dive and {wim
boldly in the middle of the Nile, with-
out any injury. In the {pectacles given

13
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113
13
13
113
113
13
13
£c

£c

(i) Strabo, l..l‘}'.
(13 at
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¢¢ at Rome, feveral crocodiles were put s
* to ‘a bafon: There wasan opening or
¢ one of the fides to allow them to efcape:
¢ One faw the inhabitants of Tentyra
< throw themfelves into the water amongfk
¢ thefe monfters, take them in a net, and
¢ draw them out. °Afterexpofing them to
¢ the Roman people, they took hold of
“ them mtrnp;d.ly, and carried them back
** into the bafon.”

This fa&, attefted by a judicious hif-
torian, an occular witnefs of it, cannot be
called in queftion. In our days, do not the
Caribs, armed only with a knife, fight
advantageoufly with the fhark, one of the
moft dreadful monfters of the fea? Deter-
mined men are ftill to be found in Egypt,
who dare to attack the crocodile. They
{fwim towards that formidable animal ; and
when he opens his mouth to {wallow then,
thruft into it a plank of fir, to which a
cord is faftened. ‘The crocodile, by. vio-
lently fhutting his jaws, buries his fharp
tecth in it {o far that he cannot difengage

them. The Egyptian, holding the cord
: with
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with one hand, then regain the banks of
the river, apd feveral men draw the monfter
on thore, and kill him:. Thisattack is not
without danger ; for if the {wimmer is not
fkilful, he is immediately “devoured. I
never was myfelf a witnefs to this tranf-
action, but many perfons at Grand Cairo
have affured me it was true.

I hax}e the honour to be, &c.

VoL S & LETTER
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DESCRIPTION OF GIENE, COPHTOS, COUs,
AND OF THE ROUTE FROM THESE
TO COSSEIR ON THE RED SEA.

Copbtos and Cous fucceffively enjoyed the trade
of the Red Sea, Giéné now in the poffe/-

Sion of it.  The efforts of the Ptolemies to
proteit it. True flate of this commerce.
Defeription of the route from Giéné ta
Coffeir. This place only a large village
with a good port and a convenient road for
fhips. Precautions neceffary in travelling
through the Defart. Means of improving
this road. The advantages which would
refult from fuch improvement.

To Mr. L. M.

Grand Cairo,
OPPOSITE to Dendera, Sir, we dif-
cover Gienés, built on an eminence. The
ancients who called it Cene, (%) mention

(#) Ptolemy, L. 4. calls it Cenae, or the New City.
. ne
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noremarkable monument there. Itis not now
more flourithing, though it be the rendez-
vous of the caravans which fet out for
Cofferr. A canal runs near it which was
formerly navigable. The negligence of the
Turks has fuffered it to be choaked up,
and it has no water but in the time of the
inundation. * If Giéné contains no edifice
worthy to attract the attention, its environs
merit well to be remarked by travellers.
They are occupied by gardens which pro-
duce excellent oranges, dates, lemons, and
exquifite melons. The trees colleGted here
form fthades which are invaluable, under 2
burning fky.

Above Giéné are the ruins of Cophtas.(1)
This town fituated on. an eminence fir»
rounded by the waters of the Nile, was
advantageoufly placed for the commerce of
the Red Sea. Strabo thus defcribes it(72):
“ A canal cut from the Nile paflfes by
‘¢ Copbtos inhabited by Egyptians and Arabs.
“ Ptolemy Philadelphus was the firft who

(1) The Arabs havingno letter p in theirlanguage, fub-
ftitute the 4, and call this town Q@t

(m) Strabo, 1. 17, :
C's «_gpencd
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of opened’a high .road- from this town to
¢« Berenice,, acrofs a defart without water,
¢« He made them conftru¢t public build-
“ings where travellers on_ foot, and
* horfemen found neceffary refrethment.
¢ The dangers of.the navigation ,towards
“ the narrow extremity of the Red Sea,
“ determined him to execute this project,
“ the great advantages of ‘which, evinced
“ its utility.. The produce of Arabia, of
“ India, and Ethiopia, were {peedily €on-
“« veyed to Cophtos by the Arabic gulph.
¢« 'This town is-ftill the emporium of the
¢ merchandize of the eaft.. It is no longer
¢ landed at Berenice, which affords nothing
< but a road infecure for veffels, but at the

“ port of Rat( 7 ) which is: not far from it,
i vd B% and

() The Greeks and Romans called it fo, Becaufe it
is fmall, The Arabs in calling it Cofféir, little, have pre-
. ferved its ancient denomination. This paffage ftands in-
need- of explanation.. Strabo places Berenice at a {mall
diftance from the port of Rat, now called Cyffeir..  Ptole-
my and Pliny lay it down almoft under the tropic, that is
to fay, more than twenty leagues further to the fouthward,
It was eleven or twelve days journey, therefore, at leafk
from C0phtos to Berenice, ax d.Strabo ealls it only feven.

Ic

.
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#< and where 2 navyis maintained. ~ At firft
<< men travelled by night on camels, and
s fteered their courfe, like mariners, by
¢ the ftars. It was' neceflary, too, to
* have a provifion of water fufficient for -
fix or feven days journey. At prefent
% they'make ufe of what they find col-
< Je&ted in deep wells and cifterns, formed
<« for the purpofe. In the ifthmus one
¢ croffes over, are found mines of emeralds
and - precious metals, which the Arabs
¢ fearch after.”

The riches Cophtos derived frem the trade
with India, rendered it very flourithing. It
became a celcbrated town ; its profperity
lafted till the reign of Dioclefian. Its in-
habitants having embraced Chriftianity, were
expofed to the perfecutions of that Empe-

€«

E13

It is evident that this hiftorian, who néver made the
journcy, and who contented himf{elf with taling infor-
mations ‘on the fpot, was ‘deceived at a time that this
ancient road was no longer frequented. By confulting the
‘beft geographers, there is no doubt that Berenice was
fituated on the caaft of the Red Sca, and in the parallel of
Sienna. Father Sicard and feveral other. travellers are
of opinion that Cg‘{féi}- is the ancient Berenice; but this
25 a miftake. : - e g
€ 3 TOr,



22 Ea BT T8 RS

ror, and revolted. He marched his troops
againft them, and their town was rafed to
the ground. In the time of Abulfeda it
had loft all its fplendor, and was no
more than a hamlet, elevated amongft
ruins. At this day no inhabitants are to
be feen ; they have retired to a village a mile
above, which they call Coét. The mar-
bles, and fine remains of monuments dif-
perfed amongft the fands which cover the
ancient city, atteft the barbarifm of Dio-
clefian. The great bafon which ferved it
as a port, is ftill fubfifting, with two bridges
thrown over the canals that encompafs it,

- Cous, formerly the city of Apollo, rofe
from the difafter of Copbtos. Themerchants
eftablithed themfelves there, and commerce
floyrithed a long time, as we learn from A-
bulfeda. ¢ Cous (), fays he, fituated to the
« eaft of the Nile, is the greateft town in
« Egypt after Foffar, It is the emporium

. (o) Abulfeda, defeription of Egypt. Aden was the
molt flourithing town of the Yemen, in the thirteenth
century ; it carried on the commerce of India and Egypt,
Go.. a dother writers have placed the ruins of Thebes
at Cou:.  This likewife is ancrror. ,

a“« Of
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¢« of the commerce of Aden:  The mer-
¢« chandife is landed at Coffeir, from whence
s jt arrives at Cous, in three days Joumey,.
# acrofs the defart.” : .

'This town, which, like Cophtos, was in-
debted for its confequence to the commerce
with India, enjoyed great opulence during
the dominion of the Arabs. Since the
Turks have got pofleflion of Egypt, and
this beautiful country has been laid wafte
by a Pacha and four and twenty Beys,
Cous has undergone the fate of her rival.
The vexationsof the Government have ruined
her commerce; her glory is eclipfed. In
our days we behold nothing but a collection
of cottages, inhabited by a few Coptis and
Arabs. Giéné, which has fucceeded thefe
two cities, has none of their magnificence,
becaufe the advantages of its fitnation, and
the fertility of its territory, cannot coun-
terbalance the obftacles which the defpo-
ti{m of the Egyptian government, and the
pillage of the Bedouins, oppofe to the pro-
grefs of its commerce.

After making you acquainted with thefe
ancient cities, it is proper to-give you fomne

C4 details
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details of this part of Egypt, fo interefting,
and fo little known to Europe. Examine
the map of this country, you will fee that
‘the Nile, on precipitating itfelf from itslaft
cataraé, bends its courfe towards Libia,
following the direction of the mountains.
Repulfed foon after by thefe infurmounta-
ble barriers, it returns towards the eaft, and
approachcs' the Red Sea, ‘The interval
which feparates them being only three and
thirty leagues, Strabo has given it the name
of an Ifthmus. G#né and Cyffeir are at
the two extremities, A deep valley, where
at every ftep we difcover traces of the fea,
.leads from one to the other. It is barren,
deftitute of verdure, but far from impafia-
ble. We find water there, and fome acaciag
ealled Naboul, which produce gum arabic,
The Arabs eat it, doubtlefs, to quench their
thirft. - The mines of emeralds and precious
metals that ancient writers fpeak of (?/s
and which conftituted heretofore the prin-
cipal fources of the riches of Egypt, ftill
fubfift in the mountams on the fide of the

( ?) Pliny, Strabo, Diodorus Siculus,
road.
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road. The fear of ‘being expefed to- the
vexations of the Beys, and the ignorance of
the modern Egyptians, prevent them from
being worked. :

The port of Coffeir is very inconfiderable.
Large boats enter it, but veflels are obliged
to remain in the road, where they find good
anchorage, Thisadvantage made the Greeks
and Romans choofe it as a harbour for their
navy. ‘'The prefent town, or rather ham-
let, contains only about two hundred earthen
huts. It is commanded by a caftle, flanked
by four towers, the fire of which would
fuffice for its defence, as well as the fhips in
the harbour; but it is fuffered to go to ruih,
and has at prefent for its whole garrifon, 2
porter, whofe bufinefs it is to open 2nd fhut
an antique gate of iron, The inhabitants
are a medley of Turksand Arabs, governed
by a Cachef, who depends on the Governor
of Gifné. The enormous @uty of ten per
cent. laid in kind on the merchandize that
arrives at Coffeir, offers no great encourage-
ment for the merchants. The tyranny of
the Beys, the vexations of the Comman-
dant, the fear of the Bedouins, are ftiil

/

more
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more terrible fhackles. The fituation of
this port, however, for the barter of the pro-
ductions of Egypt, for thofe of Arabia and
India, is fo favourable, that its commerce,
though greatly diminithed, ftill fubfifts. It
is certain, that a nation, powerful at fea,
might make all thefe obftacles vanith for a
very {mall expence, and fecure prodigious
bencfits from this important trade. Every
thing depends on the means to be em-

ployed.
" Mr. Chevalier, Commandant General of
the French eftablithments in Bengal, is juft
arrived at Grand Cairo by the way cf Coffeir.
I hope, Sir, you will not be forry to learn
by what means a2 Frenchman has been able
to efcape from the hands of the Turks and
Arabs, who had a great defire tc pillage him.
"The journal he has communicated to me,
will teach you how to travel in thefe defarts.
"The veflel he wis on board of, being ftruck
with lightning on the coaft of Malabar, and
afterwards difmafted off Gedda, he was
obliged to take fthelter in that port. = Thefe
accidents had made him lofe the proper fea-
fon for reaching Suez. He muft either wait
for



OeNy £ 6 X =P T. 27

for the next monfoon, or rifk himfelf in a
{mall vefitl on this ftormy fea. His zeal for
the intereft of his country made him adopt
this dangerous alternative.  After {truggling
for three months againft contrary winds,
and being twenty times on the point of pe-
rithing, he reached Coffeir. From thence
he fet out a few days after, with fix Euro-
ropeans mounted on camels. He followed
the long valley which traverfes the ifthmus,
and whofe bottom is even, and covered with
fand and petrified fthells. Sometimes it is
fpacious, and fometimes very narrow. Here
its fides rife into mountains, from whence
the winter torrents detach huge maffes of
rocks, and where the granite, the jafper, the
alabafter, and the porphyry appear, There
it changes into fandy hillocks, deftitute of a
fingle thrub. Thefe fands and naked rocks,
continually fmitten by the rays of a burning
fun, reflect a light which proves injurious to
the eyes, and fo great a heat, that neither men
nor animals can withftand it, It was inthe
month of July that Mr, Cevalier and his
companions croffed this difinal folitudc. The
night brought them no comiort, becaufe the

winds
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winds cedfing to' blow, the fucceeding calm
Teft them expofed to ‘the fuffocating exha-
lations of the burning fands, that ferved
them for a bed; amidft thefe fufferings, a
little pafte, half-baked' on the afhes, was
their only food. They had nothing to
quench their thirft but water, which, after
remaining fome hours in fkins, rubbed with
ftinking oil, was corrupted, and contracted
a tafte and {mell which were infupportable.
Add to thefe evils the continual apprehen-
fion of being plundered by the Arabs, the
neceflity of keeping watch during the night,
and you will have an idea of what the man
of courage is capable of fuffering. Mr,
Chevalier had provided for every event.” His
camels were faftened to each other that they
might not feparate in cafe of an attack.
One of them carried two fmall canon, and
the troop, armed with double-barreled guns,
fabres, and piftols, never quitted their arms.
They encamped every evening at a diftance
from the camel-drivers, who had orders
not to approach under pain of death. Each
of the Europeans mounted guard in his
turn, whilft the others took a few moments

‘ repofe,
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repofe.  They owed their fafety to thefe wife
precautions ; for the third day, about fixty
Arabs: came toattack them. Their guides,
whomaintained a private correfpondence with
the robbers, flew, on the firft fire; to hide
themielves in the caverns of therocks, The
French led on by their Chief, advanced in
gaod order, and played off their {mall ar-
tillery with fuccefs. - After a few well=
pointed fires, the Bedouins fled behind their
mountains. They returned feveral times to
the charge during the route; but the vigi-
lance, the firm countenance, and the muf-
quetry of the Europeans, kept at a diftance
the éne_my, whefe bufinefs it was to plun-
der, not to fight. * At length, after a march
of four days and a half, they arrived at
Giéné, fcorched by the fun, dying with
thirft, and exhaufted with hunger and fa-
tigue.  After bathing in the waters of the
Nile, fatiating themitlves with the excellent
fruits which grow on its banks, and enjoy~
ing the various productions of the teeming
foil it fertilizes, they experienceda comforty
2 contentment,, a jay, the inexpreilible de~

4 lights
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lights of which the traveller alone can tafte
who has croffed the defarts.

A recent difafter, proves the prudence of
Mr. Chevalier. Nearly at the fame time
that he left Cofieir, a rich caravan worth
feveral millions of livres, loaded for the
account of the Englith, had been attacked
between Suez and Grand Cairo.- Several
Europeans were with it; but-té avoid the
fatiguing weight of their arms, they had
faftened them on the camels. Befides they
marched at a great diftance one from the
other, and without caution; this fecurity,
produced by their confidence in the pro-
mife of the Bey, caufed their ruin. The
Bedouins pouring upon them unexpeedly,
did not allow them time to put them-
felves on their defence. ' They pillaged all
their wealth, and feveral of the travellers
perithed. It is in this fatal affair that
Mr. de St. Germain has had the mis-
fortune to lofe a brother whom he loved,
and two thirds of his fortune. After wan-
dering, himfelf, for two days and nights in
this burning folitude,. naked, without food,
swithout water, and almoft without hope, he

arrived



4

O SN T EDGL YERLT, 31

arrived nearly dead at the tent of an Arab,
~who wathed him with freth water, fed him
with milk, cloathed, and conducted him to
Grand Cairo. I had thefe particulars from
the mouth of this unfortunate gentleman,
“who is preparing to return to France, where
his misfortunes probably will intereft the
beneficence of the government.

The route of Coffeir, Sir, has not the
fame difadvantages in winter; the heat
then is moderate; the fear of robbers alone
can ftop the traveller; but by colle&ting in
“a troop, they may put themfelves out of
danger of their purfuit. Even during the
{fummer, when they take care to provide
themfelves with neceffaries, and to carry
the water in earthen jars or fkins which are
not hardened with rancid oil; men ac-
cuftomed to the temperature of warm cli-
mates, take this journey without incen-
venience. If the twenty-four tyrants who
devour the riches of Egypt, could devote their
- thoughts for an inftant to the happinefs
of mankind, they would conftru& three
- public buildings, where the caravans might
find refrefhment and repofe; but all their
' ambition
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ambition confifts- in reigning a few days, in

giving themfelves up immoderately to their

- padfions, intoxicating themfelves with every
Apecies of pleature, and mutually deftroying
each other. I have feen ¢cleven of them in

the fpace of three years pafs in this manger

from the bofom of voluptuoufnefs to death.

They perith by the fteel of their celleagues,

-referved for the fame fate. " A greater num-
‘ber fave themfelves by flight.  ‘What has
agriculture and ~commerce to expect from

fuch'a government? If Egypt fell into the
“hands of an-enlightened people, the route
from Coffeir would be rendered fafe and
-commodious. I am of opinion, that it
would be pofiible even to turn a branch of
the Nile through this deep valley where

the fea formerly has flowed. This canal

does not appear to be attended with more

difficulties than that which A4mru executed

from Foftat to Colzeum. It would procure

far greater advantages, fince it would fave

vefiels from India about one hundred leagues

dangsrous navigation actefs the narrow ex-

- tremity of the Red Sea. -We fhould foon
fee landed at Coffeir, the ftufis of Bengal,
. ¥
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the perfumes of Iemen, and the Abyflinian
gold duit. ‘The grain, the linens, the
various produttions of Egypt would be
given in exchange. - This beautiful country
in the hands of a nation friendly to the
arts, would once more become the centre of
the commerce of the world. It would be
the peint of union between Europe and
Afia.. Whilft one part of its fhips failed
from the Arabic gulph towards India,
the reft would cover the Mediterranean ;
Alexandria would revive from her afhes.
An obfervatory placed under this ferene
tky would add ftill farther to the progrefs of
aftronomy. This happy country would be
a fecond time the native country of the
{ciences, and the moft delicious habitation
on the globe. A more advantageous fitua-
tion than Egypt cannot be imagined. It
communicates with the eaftern and weftern
feas. Nature has done every thing for it,
and to reftore it to that high degree of
glory and of power, which once rendered
it fo famous, nothing is wanting but a peo-
ple worthy of becoming its inhabitants.
I have the honour to be, &c.
Yor. 1I. g LETTER
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JOURNEY FROM COUS TO THEBES. DE-
SCRIPTION OF THE EASTERN PART
OF THIS CITY.

Defeription of Thebes, extradled from Dio-
dorus Stculus and Strabo.  State of this
ity under the Pharaoks, the Romans, and
the dominion of the Turks.  Porticoes,
avenues of the Sphinx, with the flructure
and ruins of the great temple, near Car-
nack, #n the eaftern quarter of Thebes.
Its ﬁu&dntiam and ruins eccupy a circum-
Sference of balf a league. The plain ex-
tending from Carnack to Luxor, and an-
ciently covered with buildings, now under
agriculture.  Defcription of the remains
of the Temple of Luxor, and the [ipers
obelifes fiiuated near it. The moff Eeau-
tiful flructures in Egypt, and in the whole
world.

To Mr. L. M.

: Grand Cairo,

O N leaving Cous, to afcend toward Af-
fouan, we lcave on the right the town of
Neguady,
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Neguadé, the refidence of a Coptic Bi-
fhop, andlwhcre the Mahometans have fe-
veral mofques. The Ifle of Matoré is very
near, and two leagues beyond it, we dif-
cover the ruins of Thebes, whofe mag-
nificence has been celebrated with emu-
lation by Poets and Hiftorians. Paffages
from thofe ancients who faw it, will make
you acquainted with its former fplendour.
An accurate dzfcription of the monuments
{ubfifting in our days, will enable you to
judge of 'the degree of confidence due to
their narratives, and the punuated line on
the map, which pafles by Carnal=Luxor,
Medinet- Abou, and Gournou, will point out
to you the extent of this famous city.

“ The Great Diofpolis, by the Greeks
¢ called Thebes, fays Diodorus Siculus (¢ /,
“ was fix leagues in circumference. Bu-
firis its founder ereGted there fuperb edi4
fices, which he enriched with magf-
nificent prefents. The fame of her
power, and of her riches, celebrated by
Homer, filled the univerfe. Her gates,
and the numerous veftibules of her tem-

L1
L14
(4

(11
(19

(4) Diodorus Siculus, 1, 1.
D 2 “ ples,
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ples, induced this poct to beftow on her
the name of Ecatompyle, or the city with
a hundred gates. Never did city receive
fo many offerings in gold, in filver, in
ivory, in coloffal ftatues, and in obelifks
of a fingle ftone. Above all were to
be admired, her four principal temples.
The moft ancient was furprifingly grand
and fumptuous. It was half a league
round, (r) and was encompafied by
walls four and twenty feet thick, and
feventy high. The richnefs and finifh--

_ing of the ornaments correfponded with its

grandeur. Several Kings contributed to
emibellith it.. It fHill fubfifts, but the
gold, the filver, the ivory, and précious
frones, were carried off, when Cam-
byfes fet fire to all the Egyptian tcrn-_l
ples.” . X

I have only given you the principal

traits of the picture this Hiftorian delineates

(+) Diodorus Siculus comprehends in this circum.-
ference, the avenues of Sphinxes, the porticoes, the
buildin s, and courts which encompalled the temple,
properly fo called. We thall fee that this author is not
fay from the truth.

s

o of
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of Thebes, in its fourifhing ftate, becaufe
they are fufhicient to give you an idea of its
beauty. Strabo will difplay it in its fall,
that is to fay, fuch as it was eighteen
centuries before us.

<« Thebes or Diofpolis now prefents only.
the wreck of its former grandeur, difperfed
« overa fpaceof twenty-five Stadiain length.
We ftill remark a great number of tem-
ples, partly deftroyed by Cambyfes. The
inhabitants are retired into burghs, fitu-
ated on the eaft of the Nile, where the
prefent city is, and on the weftern bank
near to Memnonium (s). In this place,

we admire two Coloflufes of ftone, placed
¢ by the fide of each other.

€

£c
(14
(11
(11
(44
(11

1 11

One of them,
is entire. 'The other, it is faid, (f) was,
overthrown by the fhock of an earth-
“ quake. If we may credit the general
“ opinion, that part of the ftatue remain-

(13

(s) Strabo calls Memnonium a temple, near to which
was the {tatue of Memnon. '
(t) Strabo is the ouly one amongft the ancients who

has attributed the fall of this Coloflus to an earthquake ;'
all the others agree. in, te‘ding us that it was gverthrown
by order of Cambyfes, '

D 3 “ ing
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ing on its bafis, utters a found once a
day. Curious to examine the truth of
this fact, I went thither with Alius Gal.
lus, who was accompanied by his friends,
and followed by a numerous retinue of
foldiers. I heard this found towards fix
o’clock in the morning, but I dare not
take upon me to determine, whether it
proceeded from the bafe of the Coloffus, or
was produced by fome of theaffiftants ;
for, rather than afcribe it to the effect of
an affemblage of ftones, one is tempted
to imagine a thoufand different caufes.
Above Memnonium are the tombs of
the kings, hewn with the chifel in " the
rock. We may reckon about forty, con-
{trued in a wonderful manner, and
worthy of attracting the attention of
travellers. Some obelifks hewn out near
them, bear different infcriptions, which
point out the riches, the power, and the
extent of the empire of thefe fovereigns
who governed Scythia, Baétria, India,
and Jonia. They give the detail alfo of
the greatnefs of the tributes they im-

pofed, and the number of their troops
“ which
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«« which amounted to a million of {ol-
¢ _dicrat

Previous to leying before you, Sir, what
aually remains of the monuments defcribed
by thefe two hiftorians, it is proper to make
you acquainted with the diftribution of the
ornaments, the veftibules, the courts, and
edifices, which compofed the Egyptian tem-
ples, that we may not lofe ourfelves amongft
thefe ruins.

“ (u) The temples of Egypt are pre-
“ ceded by one or more paved avenues, one
‘¢ hundred feet wide, and three or four hun-
¢ dred long. Two rows of {phinxes, thirty
<¢ feet diftant fromeach other, adorn the fides.
“¢ Thefe avenues are terminated by porticoes,
¢ the number of which isindefinite. Thefe
“¢ porticoes lead toa magnificent {quarein the
¢« frontof the temple. Beyond is the fan¢tuary,
¢ which is fmaller, and in which human fi-
‘¢ gures are never {culptured, and {feldom even
‘¢ thofe of animals. The fides of this place
*“ are formed by walls of the fame height
“ with the temple. More extenfive at their

(u) Strabo, 1 17.

313 o “ origin
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“¢ origin than the width of its front, they af.
¢ terwards approach each other about one
¢ hundred feef.” They are covered with
« Jarge fculptured figures in the tafle of the
¢« ancient Tufcan and Grecian works. A
« {paeious edifice, fupported by a prodigious
¢ number of columns, 1s the ufual accom-
““ panyments of thefe temples.”

Having nothing to offer you  but monu-
ments, mutilated by time or men, I hope
this defcription will ferve to point out to you
what is wanting to their perfection.  Guided
by this, let us proceed to the fouthward of
Cornack, where we fall in with the remains
of one of the four principal temples {poken
of by Diodorus Siculiis. = It has eight en-
tries, three of which have fphinxes before
them of an enormous fize, with two large
fratues on each fide. Thefe fphinxes and
cotofufke, all of one fingle block of mar-
ble, are hewn in the antique ftile. -After
pafiing through thefe majeftic alleys; we ar-
rive at four porticoes, each of ‘which is
thirty feet wide, fifty-two in height, and
one hundred and fifty long. Pyramidical
gates ferve by way of entrance, and {tones

P of
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of an aftonithing fize reft on the two “alls,
and form the cieling.

The firft of thefe porticoes. is cntlrely
built of red granite, perfectly polifhed.
Four compartments, filled with hierogly-
phics, occupy the exterior faces. - The in~
terior has only three rows, in each of which
one remarks two human figures, larger than
nature, fculptured with infinite art. The
fides are decorated with coloflal figures, cle-
vated fifteen feet above the foundations of the
gate, Two ftatues, thirty-three feet high,
one of red granite, the other of granite
{potted with black and grey, are placed
without. There is another in the infide,
compofed of a block of white marble, the
head of which is knocked off. Thefe co-
loffufes bear in their hand « firf of Cross,
that is to fay, the PHALLUS, which, a-
mongft the Egyptians, was the fymbol of
Secundity.

The fecond portico is half ruined. The
gate has only two ranks of hieroglyphics
of a gigantic fize; one to the fouth, the
other to the north. All the faces of the
third are covered with hieroglyphics, formed

of
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of coloffal figures. At the entrance of the
gate one fees the remains of a ftatue of white
marble, the trunk of which is fifteen feet
i circumference. Its head is covered with
a helmet, with a ferpent entwined round it.
In the placeof the fourth portico, are walls
almoft entirely overthrown, and heaps of
rubbifh. Inthe midft of them one diftin-
guifhes the fragments of a colofius of red
granite, the body of which is thirty feet round.
At the extremity of thefe porticoes com-
menced thofe lofty walls, which formed the
firft court of the temple. The people en-
tered it by twelve gates. Several of them
are deftroyed, and others much decayed.
That which has fuffered the leaft from the
injuries of time, and the ravages of the
barbarians, looks towards the weft. There
is a long avenue of fphinxes in the front.
It is forty feet wide, about fixty in height,
and forty-eight thick at the foundation.
One remarks in the front two rows
of fmall windows, and on the fides, the
ruins of ftair-cafes, by which they afcended
to the top. 'This gate, the mafs of which
appears immaveable, is in the ruftic ftile,
_without
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without hieroglyphics, and of an awful
fimplicity. It gives an entrance into the
great {quare, the fides of which are formed
by two terraces, cleyated fix feet from the
ground, and eighty wide. - The traveller
admires there two beautiful colonades which
extend the whole length of the terraces.
Above and in the front of the temple, isa
fecond court, the extent of which correfponds
with the majefty of the building. It is
likewife decorated with two ranges of co-
lumns, which are more than fifty feet high,
by cighteen in circumference at the bafe.
Their capitals are in the form of vafes,
crowned with large {quare ftones, which ferv-
ed probably as pedeftals for ftatues. Two
coloffufes of a prodigious fize, but mutilated
by barbarians, terminate thefe colonades. Ar-
rived at this place, the eye views with afto-
nitfhment the immenfity of the temple. It
is of a furprizing elevation ; its walls built
‘with marble, appear incapable of deftruction.
The roof, of a greater height in the middle
than at the fides, is fupported by eighteen
rows of pillars. - Thofe which fupport the
p'lrt the moft elevated, are thirty feet in cir-

cumference,
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cumference, and about eighty in height,
the others are one third fmaller. There is
not in the univerfe a building whofe grandeur
bears 2 more awful Charac‘ccr, nor whofe
majefty ftrikes more forcibly the feelings.
It feems conformable with the great idea the
Egyptians entertained of the fupreme Being;
and it is impofiible to enter it without being
penetrated with refpect. Allits afpects, in-
ternal and external, are covered with hiero-
glyphics and extraordinary figures. On the
north fide are fculptured reprefentations of
battles, with horfes and with chariots, one
of which is drawn by ftags. We diftin-
_ guith on the fouth wall two barks covered
with a canopy, at the extremity of which
appears a fun. They are puthed by mari-
ners with poles. Two men, feated at the
ftern, fcem to diret their courfe, and to re-
ceive homage. - Thefe defigns are allegori-
cal. 'The Greeks, in their poetical language,
fainted the fun in a car, drawn by courfers,
guided by Apolle. The Egyptians repre-
fented him borne on a veflel, conducted by
Ofiris, and feven mariners, emblematical of

the
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the planets (). Thls cn‘tranf:c, which
formed the front of the femple of Lzzxar, is
much dlSﬁgUI’Cﬂ, but it muft have been moft
fumptuoully grand, if we may judge by the
obelifks which announce it. We fee two of
them fixty feet high, by one and twenty
in circumference at the bafe; and a little
“farther, two 'others, feventy-two feet high,
by thirty in circumference. Each of thefe
fuperb monuments, formed of a block of
red granite, do honour to the genius
and knowledge " of the ancient Egypti-
ans. Various hieroglyphics are engraved
on them, divided into columns. Three of
thefe obelifks are eret; one only is over-
thrown.

On quitting this vaft temple, and pro-
ceeding towards the fouth, we arrive, acrofs
heaps of rubbifh, .at the building, called
by Strabo' the San&uary. It is not con-
fiderable ; the gate is ornamented with
pillars, three of which, grouped together,
are united under a fingle capital. The in-
terior is diftributed into feveral halls of

(x) P\.’[.ac,"ubius, dream of Scipio,.—Martian Capella,
I52v

grahitc.
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granite. It was here they kept the Pirgin,
confecrated to Jupiter, and wha gffered her-
Jlf as a Jacrifice in a very extraordinary
manner (y).

I have only defcribed fuch parts of this
temple as are the beft preferved. We dif-
¢over in this vaft enclofure feveral build-
ings, almoft deftroyed, which ferved, doubt-
lefs, for the Priefts and the facred animals.
One remarks alfo a large piece of water, en-
compafled with ruins, and at every ftep we
meet with the trunks of columns, {phinxes,
ftatues, coloffufes, and fuch magnificent
ruins, that one is filled with aftonifhment
and admiration. | If we meafure with ac-
curacy the fpace occupied by the veftibules,
the porticoes, and the courts of the temple,
we fhall find that the whole was at leaft half
a league in circumference, and that Dio-

(y) Jovi quem precipuc “colunt (Thebani) Virgo
quzdam genere clariffima, & {pecie pulcherrima facratur ;
quales Grzci pollacas vocant. Ea pellicis more cum
quibus vult, coit, ufque ad naturalem corporis purgatio-
nem. Poft purgationem vero viro datur; fed priuf-
quam nubat poft pellicatus tempus in mortuz morem lu-

getur.  Strabs, L. 17.
darus
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dorus Sfculus is not deceived in allowing.
them that extent.

The plain which extends from Cernat to
Lusor is not lefs than a league in length.
This {pace was covered with the houfes of
the Egyptians who inhabited the eaftern
part of Thebes. Although they were, ac-
cording to Diodorus Siculus (=), five ftories
high, and folidly conftructed, they have not
been able to refift the ravages of time and
conquerors ; they are totally deftroyed (2.
Now that the foil is greatly raifed, and that
the annual overflowings of the river have
covered them with feveral feet of mud, the
ground is cultivated on their ruins. Corn,
flax, and vegetables, grow on thofe {pots,
where three thoufand years ago, were ad-
mired public {quares, palaces, and nume-
rous edifices, inhabited by an enlightened
people. At the extremity of this plain
ftands the village of Luxor, near to which

{=) Diodorus Siculus, 1. 1.

(a) Dr. Pocock, deceived by this total deftruftion,
thought that there were formerly no other great edifices at
Thebes but the temples ; and that the dwellings of the
inhabitants were either tents or huts, &c. But the tef-
timony of Diodorus refutes this opinion.

wea
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wé behold the avenues and remains of another
temple, ftill more disfigured th:_m the for-
mer. It occupied an extenfive fpace. Large
courts, furrounded by porticoes, fupported
by columns forty feet high, without in-
cluding the bafes, buried in the fand ; py-
ramidal gates, covered with hieroglyphic
feulpture, and of an awful majefty ; the
remains of walls, built with mafes of gra-
nite, and which the barbarifm alone of men
has been able to overthrow ; whole files of
lofty marble colofiufes, forty feet high, two
thirds of their body buried up; all thefe
monuments proclaim what the magnificence
of the principal edifice muft have been,
whofe fite is marked out by a hill of piled
ruins. But nothing gives a greater idea of
it than two obelitks which ferved it as an
ornament, and which feem to have been
placed there by giants, or the Genii of Fa-
ble. Each of them, formed of a fingle
block of granite, is feventy-two feet high
above ground, and thirty-two in circumfe-
rence ; but as they are greatly funk into the
fand and mud, we may fairly imagine them

to
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to have been ninety feet from the bafe to the
fummit.” One of them is {plit towards the
middle ; the other is in perfect prefervation.
The hieroglyphics that cover them, divided
into columns, and cutin 7efevo, projecting
an inch and a half, do honour to the artift
who was their fculptor. The hardnefs of
the ftone has preferved them from the injury
of the air; nothing can be more majeftic
than thefe obelitks. Egypt is the only
country where fuch works have been exe-
cuted ; nor is there a city in the world in
which they would not form its nobleft orna-
ment. Such, Sir, are the moft remarkable
‘monuments we find in our days in the eaft-
errn part of Thebes. The very fight of
them alone would be fufficient to inflame
the genius of a polithed nation; but the
Turks and the Coptis, bending under the iron
yoke which lies heavy on their heads, look
on them without admiration, and build
around them earthen huts which hardly
{helter them from the fun. Thefe barba-
rians, when they want a mill-ftone, do not

Vour. IL E bluth
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blufh to beatdown the column that fupported

a temple, or a portico, and to faw it into
pieces. To this abject ftate does defpotifm
degrade men'!

I have the honour to be, &c.

LETTER
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“ECE T T-ERG XXXV,

DESCRIPTION OF THE WESTERN PART
OF THEBES.

Vifit to the tombs of the Theban kings, exca-
vated in the mountain. ~ Deftription of thefe
Jubterrancous places, the [epulchres, their

galleries and heseroglyphics.  Account of a
great temple, the roof of which was fup-
ported by [fquare pillars, ornamented on the
top with ftatues. Fragments of a prodi-
gious Coloffus among its ruins. Ruins of
Memnonium, marked out by heaps of mar-

ble fragments, and rows of flatues, either
mutilated, or with a third part of their
beight buried in the earth ; and above all,
by the coljfal flatue of Memnon, famous in

ancient times jfor the founds which it emitted
at fun-rife.

TO Mr. IJ- M-
Grand Cairo,

THE village of Gournou, Sir, and that of
Medinet Abou, fituated. on the {pot occu-
pied by the weftern part of THEBES, are
furrounded by grand ruins; a league to the

E 2 weftward
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weftward of the former are grottoes, called
Bz'éqrz El melouk, the gates of the Kings.
It is there we fee the tombs of the ancient
fovereigns of the Thebais. The road that
leads to it is ftrewed with marbles and with
ruins. We arrive there by following the
windings of a narrow pafs, the fides of
which in many places. have been cut with
the chifel. Spacious apartments are cut out
of the rock, which muft have been antece-
dent to the conftruction of the houfes and
the palaces. At the bottom of this valley,
which widens to about two hundred toifes,
we difcover in the foot of the mountains,
openings which lead to thefe tombs. Stra-
bo(4) reckons forty, Diodorus Siculus (¢ ),
forty-feven of them; but he adds, that in
the reign of Auguftus there remained but
feventeen, fome of which were then greatly
damaged. At prefent the greateft part of
them are clofed up, and there is no getting
into above nine of them. The fubterrane-
ous galleries which are before them are in
general ten feet high, by as many wide; the

* (#) Strabo, L. 17.
(¢) Diedorus Siculus, 1. 1. -
- walls
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qwalls and the roof hewn out of a white
rock, preferve the brilliancy and the polith
of ftucco. Four principal alleys, longer
and more lofty than the former, terminate at
the gate of a large hall, in the middle of
“which we fee 2 marble tomb, with the figure
of the prince, feulptured in re/zevo on the lid.
Another figure holding a fceptre in his
hanci, adorns one of the fides of the wall.
A third, reprefented on the roof, bears a
fceptre alfo, and wings which defcend to
-his heels.

The fecond grotto, which is {pacious and
well decorated, prefents to the fight a cieling
covered-with golden ftars, birds painted in
colours, the frefhnefs and vivacity of which
have loft nothing of their {plendor, and
hieroglyphicks divided into columns and
cut on the walls.. Two men are {eated by

.the gate, to which we are conducted by 2
long flight of fteps of very gentle defcent.
A block of red granite fixteen feet high, ten
long, and fix wide, forms the farcophagus
of the king, whofe fizure cut in relevo,
adorns” the lid. “Around it is a hierogly-
phic infeription.” The niches formed in the

E 3 - rock,
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rock, ferved doubtlefs as the repofitories of
the mummies of the royal family. The
tombs depofited in other apartments have
been carried off by violence, as their ruins
teftify. We obferve here a very handfome
grotto, where nothing remains but a lid of
marble, ten feet long and fix wide. At the
end of the moft remote cave, one diftin-
guifhes a human figure feulptured in re-
lievo, the arms crofied on the breaft, and

two others at its fide upon their knees.
Thefe galleries, thefe fubterrancous apart-
ments, which extend very far under the
mountains, a {mall part of which only I
have defcribed, are ornamented with in-
numerzble figures of men, and birds, and
different animals, fome in relievo, fome en-
graved, and others painted in ineffaceable
colours.,  Thefc unintelligible . charaéters,
which compofe the hiftory of the time,
~conceal moft interefting fubjedts under
their impenetrable veil, as well as the moft
remarkable events of the lives of the Theban
monarchs, whofe power extended even to
India. One cannot ftir in thefe labyrinths
but by the light of flambeaux, for that of
day
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day never penetrates them. Such are the
caverns where the bodies of thefe kings re-
pofe, furrounded by darknefs and by filence.
In furveying them, one is ftruck with a re-
ligious dread, as if the prefence of the living
could difturb the dead in thefe afylums of
repofe and peace.

Returning from thefe gloomy manfions,
and proceeding towards the fouth-eaft, the
traveller foon difcovers the remains of 2
temple, the fquare pillars of which are
crowned by ftatues, whofe heads are sll
broken. - In one hand they hold a fceptre,
in the other a whip. The building is
hardly better than a heap of ruins; on the

fouth is a pyramidal gate which ferved asan
entrance to a portico.

O ado ™= e = b D

The circumference
of the courts which encompaﬁ'éd the tem-
ple is indicated by remains of columns and
ftones of an immeafureable fize, One of
thefe courts contains the trunks of two
ftatues of black marble, which were thirty
feet high. In the other, one ftands in a
ftate of ftupefaction at the fight of a colof-
fus lying on the earth and broken in the
middle; it is one and twenty feet wide from

E 4 one
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one {houlder to the other; its head is eleven
feet long and eighteen in circumference,
This gigantick ftatue is inferior only to that
of Memnon. The remains of the ’buildings
which belonged to this temple cover a mile
of ground, and leave the mind deeply im-
prefled with its magnificence.

Continuing this route half a league fur-
ther on, we find the ruins of the Memnonium
fituated near to Medmet Abou. There we
fee the largeft coloffus of Egypt, which
points out the tomb of Ofimondué ; for Dio~
dorus Siculus marks it as being within thatin-
clofure. Previous to laying before you the re-
mains of this famous monument, permit me
to reprefent you with the account Diodorus
gives of it. ¢ Ten ftadia from the tombs
<« of the kings of Thebes (d), fays this
«¢ hiftorian, one admires that of Ofimondue,
¢ Theentrance to it is formed by a veftibule

(4) Diodorus Siculus, I. 1. 'The grottoes, where onc
{fees the tombs of the kings of Thebes, are anly at three
quarters of a league from Medinet Abeu. Thus Diodorus
is pretty exact, fince he only is deceived at moft in a
quarter of aleague. ' Pocock has committeda more con-.
iderabile error, by placing down the tomb of Ofimondué

at Luxor, on the other fide of the Nile.
 built
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« built with various coloured ftones, « It is

¢ tivo hundred fect long and fixty=eight i

¢« clevation. On coming thence one en-

« ters under a fquare peryftile, each fide
«of which is four hundred feet long.

“ Animals formed of blecks of granite,
“ twenty-four feet high, ferve as columns to

¢ it, and fupport the cieling which.is com=

“ pofed of fquares® of marble, of twenty-

““feven feet every way. = Stars of gold-upon

“ an azure ground, fhine there the whole

< lengthof it. Beyond this peryftile, opens

<< another entry, followed by a veftibule built

#¢ like the former, but more loaded with all
¢ forts -of feulpture. Before it, are thres
« ftatiies formed of ﬁlxgle ftones and hewn

“ by Memnon Sycnite. The principal one

« which reprefents the king, is feated. It

¢ is the largeft in Egypt; one of his fect

¢ accurately meafured, exceeds feven cubits,

« The two others borne on his knees, one on

#¢ the right, the other on'the left, are thofe

“¢-of ‘his ‘mother-and-his'-daughter. - Fhe
¢ whole work is lefs remarkable for its

¢ enormous fize, than for the beauty of the

¢ execution and the ehoice of the granite,
' ¢¢xvhich
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«¢ which in fo extenfive a furface has neithepr
ss fpot or blemith. The coloffus has this
<< infeription : I am Ofimondué the King of
¢ Kings; if any one wifbes to know how great
«« I am and where I repofe, let bim dejiroy
¢ fome of thefe works(e). Befides this, we
« fee another ftatue of his mother, cut out
““ of a fingle block of granite and thirty feet
““ high, Three queens are fculptured on
¢ the head, to thew that fhe was daughter,
¢ wife, and mother of a king. At the end
« of this portico, one enters into a peryftile
«¢ more beautiful than the former. On a
« ftone is engraved the hiftory of the war
« of Ofimondué, againft the revolted inha-
« bitants of Ba&ria. The facade of the
« front wall fhews this prince attack-
“ ing ramparts, at the foot of which
¢ runs a river. He combats advanced
¢ troops, having by his fide a terrible lion,
¢ which defends him with ardour. The
«.wall -on the right prefents captives in
« chains, their hands and private parts cut

(¢) I imaginé that this infcription was fatal to this
coloflus,and induced Cambyfes to break it in the middle,

113 Oﬁ'.
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¢ off in order to ftigmatize their cowardice.
«« On the wall to the left, different fynr..
«¢ bolical figures, very well fculptured, recal
« the triumphs and the facrifices of Ofi-
< mondué on his return from this war. = In
“¢ the middle of the peryftile, at the place
¢ where it is expofed, an altar was prepared,
“ compofed of a fingle ftone of a marvellous
“ fize and of exquifite workmanthip. = In
¢ {hort, againft the bottom wall, two colof-
¢ fufes, each of them of one block of marble
¢« and forty feet high, are feated ‘on their
¢ pedeftals. One comes out of this ad-
¢ mirable periftyle by three gates; one of
¢ them between two ftatues, the.two others
“ are on the fides. They lead to an edi-
“ fice two hundred feet long, the roof of
“¢ which is fupported by eight columns. It
¢ refembles a magnificent theatre ; feveral
“¢ figures in wood reprefent a fenate employ-
“ ed in diftributing juftice. On one of the,
“ walls one obferves thirty fenators, and in
“ the midft of them the prefident of juftice,
‘¢ having at his feet a colle@ion of books,
“and the figure of Truth with her eyes
¢ fhut, {ufpended at his neck.

¢ One
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¢ One pafled thence into 2 fquare fur-
« rounded by palaces of different forms,
<« ywhere were feen carved on the table, afi
< {orts of dithes which could flatter the tafte,
¢ In-one of them, Ofimondué, clad in a
¢ a-magnificent drefs, was offering to the
¢ gods the gold and filver he drew yearly
“from the mines of Egypt. Below was
¢ written the value of this revenue, which
¢ amounted to thirty-two millions of filver
““¢ minas. -~ Another palace contained the
¢ facred library, at the entrance of which
“one read thefe words: Remedies for the
¢ Soul. - A third contained all the divinities
« of Egypt, with the king who offered to
¢¢.each of them the fuitable prefents, calling
¢« Ofiris and the princes his. predecefiors, to
¢« witnefs that he had exercifed piety to-
«¢ wards the gods and juftice towards men.
¢¢ By the fide of the library, in one of the
»f¢ moft beautiful buildings of the place,
~¢¢ were to be feen twenty tables {urrounded
“< by their beds, on which repofed the/fta-
“ tues of Jupiter, Juno, and Ofimondud,
¢« His body is thought to be depofited in
“ this place. Several adjoining buildings
: ¢ preferved
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¢ prefcrved the reprefentations of all the
« {acred animals' of Egypt. From thefe
< apartments one mounted to the king’s
<« tomb, on the top of which was placed a
¢ crown of gold a cubit wide and three
“ hundred and fixty-five round.  Each
‘¢ cubit anfwered to one day of the year, and
¢ the rifing and fetting of the ftars for that
« day was engraven on each of them, with
« fuch aftrological obfervations as the fuper-
¢ ftition of the Egyptians attached to them.
It is faid that Cambyfes carried off this
“ circle, when he ravaged Egypt. Such,
¢ according to hiftorians, was the tomb of
“ Ofimondué, which furpafled all others,
“ both by its extent and by the labour of the
¢ able artifts employed on it.”

I dare not take upon me to warrant all
thefe faéts, advanced by Diodorus Siculus,
on the authority of preceding writers ; for in
his time the principal part of thefe build-
ings no longer -exifted. I admit even that
all thefe ‘wonderful defcriptions would pafs
for pure chimeras in any other country ;
but in this fruitful land, which feems to
have been firft honoured with the creative

3 A gcnius
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geniu$' of the arts, they acquire 2 degree of
probability.. Let us examine what remains
to us of thefe monuments, and our eyes
will compel us to believe in prodigy. Their
ruins are in heaps-near to Medinet Abou (f),
in the fpace of half a league’s circumference.
The temple, the peryftiles, the veftibules,
prefent to the eye nothing but piles of ruins,
amongft which rife up fome pyramidal gates,
whofe folidity has preferved them from de-
ftruction; but-the numerous coloffufes, de-
feribed - by Diodorus, are ftill fubfifting,
though mutilated. That which is neareft
to thefe ruins, compofed of yellow marble,
is buried two thirds of its height in the
earth. There is another in the fame line
of black and white marble, the back of
which is covered with hieroglyphics, for
thirty feet in length. = In the {pace between
them, trunks of columns and broken fta-
tues cover the ground, and mark the con-
tinuation of the veftibules. Farther on,
we diftinguith two other coloffal ftatues,

(f) Medinet Abou lignifies the city of the Father,
There is no doubt that Memnonium was at this place, fince
it is called alfo in the Itinerary, Papa, Father.

33 totally
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totally disfigured. A hundred toifes from
them, the traveller is ftruck with aftonifh-
ment at the fight of two colofiufes, which,
like rocks, are feated by the fide of each
other. Their pedeftals are nearly equal,
-and formed of blocks of granite, thirty
feet long, and eightecen feet wide.  The
fmalleft of thefe colofiufes is alfo of a fingle
‘block of marble ; the other, which is the
largeft in Egypt, is formed of five courfes
of granite, and broken in the middle. it
.appears to have been the flatue of Ofimon-
dué(g); for one fees two figures, cut in
relievo, the length of his legs, and which
are about one third of his height. Thefe
are the mother and the daughter of this
Prince. The other coloffus, which is of
-one ftone, and which correfponds with the
dimenfions of Diodorus Siculus, reprefented

g) The only obje&tion that can be urged againft this
opinion is, that according to Diodorus  Siculus, the ftatue
of Ofimondue, with thofe of his mether and daughter,
were formed of a fingle block, and that this coloflus is
compofed of feveral: but the firft layer rifing from the
fole of the fcet up to the elbows, includes the two other
figures. This is perhaps what our hiftorian withes to
exprels. In other refpects, the reltis conformable to his
defcription,

alfo
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alfo the mother of the King.  To give you
“an idea of the gipantic ftature of the great
coloffus, it is enough to tell you that his
foot alone is near eleven feet long, which
anfwers exaétly to the feven cubits of Dio-
dorus. - This ftatue, the half of which re-
mains upon its bafe, and is what Strabo
calls the {tatue of Memnon, uttered a found
at the rifing of the fun. It poflefied for-
merly great renown. Several writers have
fpoken of it with enthufiafm, regarding it
as ‘one of the feven wonders of the world.
‘A multitude of Greek and Latin infcrip-
tions, that ‘are fhll legible on the bafe,
and - the legs of ‘the . coloflus, teftify that
Princes, Generals, Governors, and men of
every condition, have heard this miraculous
found. You know, Sir, what the judici-
ous Strabo thinks of it, and I hope you
will be of his opinion.

_Such, Sir, are the remains of Thebes, with
her hundred gates, whofe antiquity is loft
in the obfcurity of ages, and which an-
_nounces to what a degree of perfection the
arts. were carried in thefe remote periods.
Every thing about it was noble and maje{-

. e,
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tic, It feems as if the Kings of that city,
whofe glory will never perith whilft her
obelifks and her columns remain, laboured
only for immortality. They had conftrué-
ed works beyond the injuries of time ; but
they have proved unable to prote& them
againft the barbarifm of conquerors, the
moft dreadful fcourge of the fciences, and
of the nations, which their infolence has
banithed from the earth.

T have the honour to be, &c.

Vor. I F LETTER
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L ET.T E.R nXXXVI,

ROUTE FRQM THEBES TO ESNE.

Defeription of Armant, Sformerly Hermunthis,
adorned with two ancant temples, built in
hbonour of fupiter and Apollo ; the latter
 good prefervation. Account of Okror,

. and its manufaétures of earthen ware. An
ancient temple  fituated in the town of Erne,
and now ufed by the Turks as a place of
Jecurity for their cattle. Another temple in
the weftern part of the town, where the
Egyptians worfbipped Neith, denominated by
the Greeks, Minerva. Account of the con-

- went founded by St. Helena, and of the bu-
rial-place of the martyrs. Obfervations on
the flone of Baram, employed for the mak-
ing of kitchen utenfils.

To Ms. L, M:
Grand Cairo.

ONE tears onefelf with difficulty, Sir, from

Thebes, with her hundred gates(4). The
monuments

(%) I like this epithet, by which Homer, at a fingle

firoke, paints the greatnefs of this city. What renders jt
fublime
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monuments which there ftrike the traveller,
fill his mind with great ideas. At the fight
of -the coloffufes and fuperb obelifks, which
feem to furpafs the limits of human nature,
he cannot help exclaiming, This was the
work of man, and this fentiment feems to
ennoble his exiftence. It is true, that when
his eyes fall on the huts, placed at the foot
of thefe magnificent works, when he per-
ceives an ignorant people, fubftituted for a
learned nation, he is affliGted at the annihi-
lation of generations, and at the lofs of the
arts ; but even this affe®ing thought has
charms for hearts of fenfibility.

The wind now drives us towards the
confines of Egypt. Already the rocks,

fublime is, that there is no exaggerationin it. With the
fmalleft attention to the porticoes, the veftibules, the pery-
ftiles, the courts belonging to the great temples of
Egypt, we muft be convinced that Thebes had at leaft
one hundred gates. I fhould be apt to think, therefore,
with Diodorus Siculus, that this epithet, worthy of the
pen of Homer, was fuggefted rather by the gates of
her temples, than by thofe of her boundary. It appears
even that this famous city never was encompafied with

walls. No hiftorian makes mention of any, nor are there
any traces of them.

F 2 hewn
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hewn into colofial ﬁ_atuesr have difap~
peared. Other objets fix the attention.
We contemplate with pleafure the riches
which border the two banks of the Nile.
We land at the portof Armant. 'This vil-
lage is built at the foot of the eminence
where we view the ruins of Hermuntis.
"This ancient city, which honoured with a
particular worthip, Apollo and Jupiter, had
cerected two temples to thefe deities. Time
has refpected them. That of Apollo is
fmall, but well preferved; its walls are
formed of granite; ‘a freeze covered with
{parrow-hawks, confecrated to the God,
runs round it. We mount on a platform
by ftairs formed in one of the fides. All
its afpeCts are decorated with hieroglyphics ;
four rows of human figures are carved with-
out, and three within. The building is
divided into feveral halls. Five falcons,
with their wings {pread, adorn the cieling
of the firft; golden ftars fhine upon the
roof of the fecond. Here are two rams
which look at each other, with hierogly-
phics, fcul ptured with an artift’s hand ; two

marble
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marble o%en (7)) occupy the extremity of this
apartment. Around it we fee women f{uck-
ling their children.  Before this temple was
a largc building, of which nothmg is re:
maining but the foundations. Beyond,
opens out a large bafon deftined to receive
the waters of the Nile. Further o, on
the bank of the river is another edifice, the
temple, probably of Jupiter. The Chriftians
had converted it into 2 charch. The plaf-
ter on whicly the croffes are painted, covers
the Evyptlan hieroglyphics and inferiptions.

Four leagues from Armant, up the coun-
try, we meet with the village of OZ/or.
Abulfeda fays (%), that in his time a great
- deal “of earthen-ware was made here; that
manufacture ftill fubfifts. The irthabitants
tranfport their vafes to the banks of the
Nile, faften them on a bed of palm=branches,
with- their mouths downwards, placea fe-
cond bed above that, difpofed in the fame
manner, and then a third. ‘This fort of
raft floats on the water, fupported by the

(i) The ox in Egypt was the fymbal of fertility and

the inundation.
(#) Abulfeda, defcription of Egypt. o
f i 3 all',
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air, which, inclofed within the hollow of
the vafes, produces the fame effect as in the
diving-bell. Two men feated on it, Cons
duc it from town to town, until they have
fold all their merchandize. I have feen fe-
veral of thefe rafts defcend even below Grand
Cairo. E/ Okfor is fituated in the middle
of a fertile plain, producing abundance of
grain, and excellent dates,

Afcending to the fouthern end, we pafs
by Gebelein, the two hills; at the firft of
which is the tomb of a Mahometan faint.
Soon after, we difcover Affoun, a pretty
eonfiderable town, placed on the ruins of
Aphroditopolis (1).  Between Thebes and
Sienna one frequently perceives crocodiles,
bafking on the fandy iflands, left uncovered
by the Nile, when it retires. - They fleep in
the fun, but theirs is a very gentle flumber ;
for on the approach of boats they precipi-
tate themfelves into the water. They rarely
‘defcend into the lower Thebais, and never

(1) This is the third city of the name. The Greeks
called them fo. In treating of the ancient religion of
the country, at the end of this volume, I fhall give the
Egypt:an names, whu:h have come down to our time,

~ below
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below Cairo. Thefe voracious animals,
though covered with almoft impenetrable
fcales, fly the places too much frequented
by men, and prefer the vicinity of Aflouan,
where there are fewer boats, The ancients
have told us that the Ichneumon enters into
the maw of this monfter when he is afleep,
and devours his entrails. ‘The Ichneumon,
in fa@, fecks after the eggs which the the
crocodile hides in the fand, and eats them
when it finds them. This poffibly is the
origin of that fable. '

We land at the port of Efi¢, a confide-
rable town, governed by an Arabian prince,
and by a Cachef, dependant on the Bey of
Girze: "'The Mahometans have feveral
mofqﬁes here, and the Coptis a church ferved
by two priefts. < Efnd,” fays Abulfeda/m ),
‘¢ remarkable for its public baths and its
“ commerce, is built on the weftward of
“¢ the Nile, between Affouan’ and Cous, but
““ nearer -to this latter. It acknowledges,
“adds the -geographer of Nubia, the

{m) Deferiptipn of Epypt. _ i
B : « Coptis
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¢ Coptis/n) for founders, Its well calti=
«¢ yated territory abounds in grain and palm
«¢ trees. It is furrounded by gardens filled
< with fruit trees. One admires here feve-.
¢ ral ancient monuments conﬁ;ru&ed by the
- Copus, and fuperb ruins,”  This de-
fcription anfwers to Efué in our time, which
is fituated on the edge of a rich country,
and {haded by groves of orange trees loaded
with fruits.and flowers, This town, for-,
merly Called Latopales, revered Minerva and
the fith Latus(o). It contains within its
boundary an antique, temple; thick walls
inclofe it on thrce fides. Six large fluted,
columns, ci owned by a capital ornamented
with thc palm leaf, form the facade of it;
cighteen others fupport the roof, which is
compofed of large fquares of marble: the
building is furrounded by a freeze, and in-
numerable thIQg]yPhLCS cover its. exterior
afpects. -Thofe of the infide, executed with
much more care, mark. the progrefs made

(n) The Arabs call the ancient Egyptians by the
name of Coptis or Cobtis.
(o) Sirabo, 1, 17.

by
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by the Egyptians in, feulpture. - This-tem~
ple iis foiled: by thei ordure’ of the cattle
kept there by the Turks. Thefe barba-
rians do not bluth to.convert the moft
beautiful monuments of ahcmnt Egypt into
ftables. . [ Ttorals 3ud Fneniind ase

A league to it Qf Efm" is anothcr
temple, on' the walls of which is carved in
feveral places-a woman feated/p ).  It-was
here that Minerva was worfhipped, and the:
filh) Latus.. The columns of -this temple
poflibly gave the Greeks the idea of the
Corinthian order.. In fa&, the capitals are
ormamented with a foliage refembling wvery
much the Acanthus;: only it projets lefs,
and is fometimes merely perceptible. Several
animals painted on the cieling, have pre-
ferved all the fplendor- of  their  colours.
The Egyptians often employed in their
paintings gold and ultramarine blue ; but if
we may judge by what remains of their

(p) This woman feated, was an Egyptian deity called
Neith. The ancient Greeks gave her the name of Minerva, |
whom they at ficft painted and engraved in that pofition,

in imitation of their preceptors, as we fhall fec at the end
of thele letters.

works,
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works, they were unacquainted with the
art of thading, by which the painter, pafiing
infenfibly from -one fhade to the other;
knows  how to beftow on objects their
fuitable forms and colours, Their colours
are very brilliant, but almoft always uniform
and fimply laid on,

‘To the fouth of Efié we fee the ruins of
a monaftery founded by Saint Helena, and
near it the burying' place of the martyrs,
adorned with tombs crowned by cupolas,
fupported by arcades. The inhabitants of
Efné having revolted againft the perfecution
of Dioclefian, that emperor deftroyed this
town and put them to the f{word. This
place, confecrated by religion, is become a
celebrated pilgrimage among the Coptis.
They repair thither from the moft diftant
provinces of the kingdom.

In the chain of mountains which ftretches
to the eaftward of the Nile, and nearly op-
pofite E/né, are quarries of a foft ftone,
called Baram. It is made ufe of for kitchen
utenfils. It hardens in the fire, and forms"
cxcellent kettles and pans, which give no
bad tafte to the victuals. I fhail conclude

4 this



this letter, by apprizing you, that Father
Sicard and Vanfleb have confounded this
town with Sienna, fituated under the tropic,
thirty leagues farther to the fouthward.

1 have the honour to be, &c,

LET®RER
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LETTER XX‘XVII
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ROU'I'"F. FROM ESNE To THE [LAST
CA’I‘ARACT.

Defeription sof | Edfon, famous for a temple
ereited in honour of Apollb. Dangerous
paflage of Hafar Salfalé.  Situation of
Coum Ombeo, anciently Ombos. Obferva-
tions on the Crocodiles, which are exceedingly
numerous in that quarter. Arrival at
Sténe, mow Affouan. Defeription of this
eity, its antiquities, the Solfiice-well, the
bottom of which reflected the image of the
Sun when be reached the tropic of Cancer.
Account of the iflands of Philé and Ele-
phantine, with their temples and antiguities.
Obfervations on the quarries of granite
Sfituated on the weff of Cataraif. Suc-
cinét defcription of the country lying between
Grand Cairo and Sténe.

To Mr. L. M.
Grand Caire.

OUR journey, Sir, is almoft finithed.
The heat we begin to feel informs us of the
approach of the tropic. The foutherly

wind
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wind with its burning breath blows in
gufts, and raifes up whirlwinds .of- {ands
deftruétive to man and beaft. 'The oneand
the other feck for fhelter in- their huts and
in the caverns of the rocks. Happily, this
dangerous wind feldom continues for two
days together; but this fpace of time is
fometimes fufficient to make the carayans be
{wallowed up in the middle of the deferts.

The country now affumes ancther afpect ;
on fetting out we left them fowing their
lands in the environs of Cairo.  Near
Girge the corn was in ear. Here they reap
it at the end of January. Such is Egypt.
In travelling through it from one extremity
to the other, we fee it fenfibly changing its
decoration. The verdure, the flowers, the
harvefts rapidly fucceed each other. Itis to
the progreflive inundation and to the heat of
the climate, that we are indebted for this
diverfity of {cenery, this varicty of produce,
which are inceffantly renewing through a
long extent of country.

Above Efié, is the village of Edfou,
governed by an Arab Scheik and built on
the ruins of the ‘great city of Apollo. It

poflefics
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poflefles an ancient temple covered with hiert-
glyphics; amongft which wediftinguith men
with falcons heads. Its inhabitants were
enemies of the crocodile. At fome leagues
from Edfou, the bed of the river, hemmed
in by rocks which projett to the right and
Ieft, is only fifty toifes wide. This place
is called Hafar Salfalé, the ftone of the
chain, and it is thought that one formerly
extended from one fide to the other. The
rocks on the weftern fide are hewn in the
thape of grottoes. We fee columns, pilafters,
and hieroglyphics, with a chapel cut out of
a folid ftone. The water confined between
the mountains, precipitates itfelf with great
rapidity, and it is impoffible to afcend a-
gainft the current without a favourable
wind.

After pafling Hajar Salfalé, we difcover
to the eaft of the Nile, Coum ombs. The
ruins of a temple, fituated at the foot of this
hill, afcertain the pofition of the ancient
Omibos, whofe inhabitants honoured the
crocodile. Thefe animals are very common
thus high up the Nile.  One fees them def-
cend in droves from the ifles of fand, and

{wim

H
‘1
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{wim in long ftrings in the river. It feems
as if thefe formidable animals had fixed their
habitation near to a town where they receiv-
ed homage; but what renders them more
numerous here than in the other parts of
Egypt, is the folitude of ‘the fituation,
the banks of the Nile in this place being al-
moft deferted.

We land, Sir, at the port of Alfouan, for-
merly Sienna, which will terminate our na-
vigation. Here, as elfewhere, I fhall fol-
low the plan I have laiddown. I {hall pre-
fent to you the local defcriptions, as traced
out by the beft writers of antiquity, adding
the picture of their prefent fituation, and
the changes which have taken place. No
author has defcribed Sienna and its environs
better than Strabo[¢). Let us hear him:
‘¢ Sienna is a town of Egypt, on the con-
“ fines of Ethiopia. It has the iffand of
Elephantina before it. One obferves
there a fmall town with the temple of
Cneph(7 ), and a Nilometer. It is a

(¢) Strabo, 1. 17.
{r) An Egyptian Deity, whom I fhall fpeak of at the
end of thele Letters.

‘e ‘-Vﬁl}.,
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s well, formed of a fingle ftone, which,

« placed on the banks of the Nile, ferves to
«¢.meafure the great, the moderate, and the
« {malleft overﬁowmgs ; for the water of
« this well rifes and falls with the river:
< Lines marked on' the walls point out the
“ infltant of its increafe, that of attaining’
“ its greateft height, and the other degrees
“ of its elevation. Men appointed to make
“ this obfervation announce it to all Egypt’;
“ {o that every body may know what will
“ be the increafe of the year; in faét, they
« knowat a certain period, from infallible
« fymptoms, the height to which the Nile
« will rife, long before it begins even to
« gverflow its banks. They lofe no time
« in acquainting the Governors of the pro-
« yinces with it. This knowledge en-
« lightens the countryman’ with refpect to
¢« the diftribution of the waters, the labour
« on_his dykes, and the cleanfing of the
¢ canals. ‘The officers deputed to colle&t
¢ the tributes, proportion them: to the de-
« gree of the expected inundation (s ).

“:(s) Inour days, when the Nile does not rife above 16
cubits, Egypt pays no tribute to the Grand Signior.
e “ Sienna
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« Sjenna is immediately under the Tro-
pic;; a well is dug there which marks
the fummer folftice. This day is
difcovered when the gnomon of the
dial gives no fhadow at noon. At
that moment the vertical fun darts his
rays to the bottom of thewell, and his
whole image is painted on the water that
covers the bottom. Three cohorts, gar-
rifoned in this town, preferve the limits
of the the Roman empire. At fome
diftance above Elephantina the bed of the
river is obftru&ted by a rock, and forms
a fmall catara@. It is levelled in the
middle, that the waters may pafs over it.
Perpendicularly cut at the two extremi-
ties, it leaves a navigable canal on each
fide, which boats mount eafily. The
boatmen’venture to allow themfelves to
drive with the current in flimfy fkiffs, in
the. middle of the catara&, without re-
ceivinig any damage. ‘The ifle of Phil¢,
fituated above, is the common habitation
of the Ethiopians and Egyptians. The
latter occupy a hamlet fimilar to that of
Elephantina in point of fize and con-

Sar. 11, G ¢ {truction,
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« {truction. It has temples, in one of
«¢ which the fparrow-hawk of Ethiopia is
« held facred.”

The ifle of Elephantina, Sir, is half a
league long, by a quarter wide. The town
deferibed by Strabo fubfifts no longer. A
fimall village is built on its ruins. Near to
them we fee a fuperb gate of granite which
formed the entrance of one of the porticoes
of the temple of Cruept. A building fur-
rounded by thick walls and rubbith, for-
merly made a part of it; an elevated ram-
part at the point of the ifland ferved to de-
fend it againft the inundation. The Nilo-
meter, {o favourably fituated in this place,
to difcover the firft appearance of the in-
creafe of the waters, and to regulate the la-
bours of the hufbandman, appears no longer.
From the defeription of Strabo, we may
imagine that it was a hall fimilar to that
of the Mekias, of 'the ifle of Rasuda, ex-
cepting that it was of a fingle ftone, and
that inftead of one column divided into
inches and cubits, the inundation was
meafured ' by lines traced upon the wall.
This nilometer, formed of a block of mar-

ble,
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ble,’ cannot have been deftroyed ; it is pra-
bably buried under the fand and mud of ‘the
Nile, whence it may one day be extri-
cated.

The Ifle of Elephantinais furrounded by
four {maller ones, which are only rocks of
granite. Enormous mafles have been de-
tached from them to be employed in the
great edifices of Egypt. It is from one of
thefe iflets that the great cube of fixty feet
on each fide was taken, in the folid of which
was hewn the fan&uary of the temple of
Latona at Butis{#). -Hiftory informs us,
that feveral thoufand workmen were em-
ployed three years in conveying it to the
place of deftination. This is the moft enor-
mous weight ever moved by human power.

AfJonan, fitnated on the eaft of the river,
is only a miferable hamlet, with a {inall
fort commanded by an Aga of the Janizaries.
The remains of Sienna are on the eminence

(t) See the firft Vol. of the Letters on Egypt. Mr.
Pocock places this large ftone in the temple of Minervaat
Sais; butthatisin direct contradiction with Herodotus,
who gives the defeription of ir, and who aflerts that he
faw itat Butis, in the temple of Latona.

G 2 which
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which rifes to the fouth. Columns and
pillars of granite, difperfed in feveral places,
point out its fite. One remarks there an an-
cient edifice, with openings at the top, and
windows which look towards the eaft. : Per-
haps this was the obfervatory of the Egyp-
tians. The well of the Solftice might cor-
refpond with one of thefe openings, and the
image of the fun difplay itfelf on the furface
of the water which covered the bottom.
This fa&, attefted by all antiquity, cannot
be called in queftion. It proves the aftro-
nomical knowledge of the Egyptians, and
fhould be regarded as one of the moft beau-
tiful obfervations of mankind. It is very
aftonifthing that, for eighteen hundred years,
no traveller thould have ftopped at Sienna 3
few days before the fummer folftice, to fearch
for this wonderful well, and to eftablith fo
- interefting a difcovery. Having travelled
with a limited fortune, and without the aid
of Government, Idid not go fo high up as
that town, where it would have been ne-
ceflary to remain at leaft a week, becaufe
thefe jpurnies are very expenfive, and it
is impeffible to be in fafety from robbers,

g 3 but

e
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but “'by making continual prefents to the
Governors, and by keeping the Janizaries in-
pay. Thus, inftead of my own obferva-
tions, I have been forced to colle@ and ve-
rify with infinite pains the obfervations of
others, in fome particulars. It is true that
I have had private journals, which aided
me very much, but it would have been
much more defirable to have feen every thing
myfelf.

The catara& is ftill in our days what it
is defcribed by Strabo ; the rock which bars
the middle of the riveris bare for fix months
of theyear. Then boats mount and defcend
by the fides. During the inundation, the
waters heaped up between the mountains
form one great fheet, and, breaking down
every obftacle, {pring from eleven fect height.
The boats can no longer afcend the ftream,
and merchandize muft be conveyed two
leagues over land, above the cataraét;
they defcend, however, as ufual, and fuffer
themfelves to be plunged into the gulph.
They precipitate themfelves into it with the
rapidity of an arrow, and in an inftant are
out of fight. It is neceflary for the boats

G3 : to
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to be moderately laden, and for the boat-
men who hold by the ftern, to be in exact
equilibrium, otherwife they would infalli-.
bly be fwallowed up in the abyfs.

To the welt of Affouan, a roadis cut in
the mountain that leads to PlAi#/. On its
fides are difcovered immenfe quarries of grﬁ—
nite. Mr. Pocock obferved there obelifks
and columns, half-hewn. - They cut them
in the flanks of the rock, and when de-
tached, they were drawn to the river,
whence they were tranfported on rafts tothe
place of their deftination. ‘The granite of
thefe quarries, fpotted with red and grey,
refembles that of the column of Alexander
Severus. It is extremely hard, and takes a
fine polith.

The Ifle of Philé is only half a league
round; the Ethiopians and ILgyptians in-
habited it in common ; at prefent it is de-
ferted, but one admiregs there two magnifi-
cent temples (z). The largeft has courts-
ornamented with colonnades. One enters
into the firft by a pyramidal gate, on the

- (%) Pocock’s travels in the eaft. Norden’s Journey
through Egypt.
fide
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fide of which are two obelifks of granite.
The infide of the temple 1s divided into fe-
veral apartments.  Its walls, formed of
marble, - prefent feveral rows of hierogly-
phics, amongft which is diftinguifhable the
fparrow-hawk defcribed by Strabo. ~ To the
caft of this edifice is another which forms a
parallelogram. It is open on all fides. The
capitals of the columns which fupport the
roof are fculptured with art.

Now that we are on the confines of Egypt,
let us caft an eye on the country we have
pafled through. In a fpace of two hun-
dred leagues, we have remarked a- narrow

valley, bounded on the right and left by two
chains of mountains and hills. Except to-
wards the Faioum, the plain is not above
ten leagues in its greateft extent, but it is
covered throughout by the treafures of abun-
dance. ‘The pyramids, which extend from
the environs of Gifa as far as Meidom, firft

attracted our attention. Thefe magnificent

maufolea, erected by the power of the Pha-
rachs, have not prevented us from paying
our tribute of admiration to the remains of
lake Meris, formed for the happinefs of the

G 4 pmplc.
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people. Farther on we have obferved por-
ticoes and magnificent temples. The ruins
of Thebes with her hundred gates, have
then commanded our attention, and our
thoughts have been elevated even to the
height of her famous monuments. At
length we arrived at Sienna, remarking every
where on our route the moft beautiful re-
mains of antiquity.
~ To what event muft we attribute the dc-
{truétion of tafte, and of the arts, under
the fame climate, on the fame foil, amidit
the fame abundance, if not to the lofs of
liberty, and to the Government, which beats
down or raifes at its will the geniu$ of
nations? Egypt, become a part of the Per-
fian empire, was ravaged for two hundred
years by Cambyfes and his {ucceflors.  This
barbarous Prince, by deftroying the temples
and colleges of the Priefts, extinguifhed
the facred fire which they had kindled for
ages, under this favourable fky. Honoured,
they cultivated with glory every branch of
human knowledge ; defpifed, they loft their
fciences and their genius. Under the do-
mination of the Ptolemies, knowledge did
not



ONLEBE T TE R 2

not revive, becaufe thefe Kings, fixing the
feat of Government at Alexandria, beftowed
all their confidence on the Greeks, and dif~
dained the Egyptians. Become 2 Roman
province under Auguftus, Egypt was looked
upon as the granary of Italy, and agricul-
ture and commerce alone met with encou-
ragement. The monarchs of the lower
empire having embraced Chriftianity, go-
verned it with an iron fceptre, and overturn-
ed {fome of its moft noble monuments.
The Arabs wrefted it from the cowardly
Heraclius, too much occupied with theolo-
gical difputes to fend a fingle veflel to the
- fuccour of the Alexandrians, who implored
his affiftance for a whole year. They burnt
there that valuable library, the lofs of
which will be a fubje@ of regret to
the learned in all countries, and in every
age. 'The Turks, in fhort, an ignorant and
barbarous people, have been its laft maf-
ters. They have, as far as they are able,
annihilated commerce, agriculture, and the
fciences. After fo many calamities, after
the revolution of o many ages, behold,

Sir,
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Sir, how many glorious ancient monuments
this country ftill pofiefles ; fee if the whole
globe combines as many as. this little portion
of the world. 'This obfervation alone is
fuficient to-give you an idea of its former
inhabitants, and of the degree of pcrfc&ioﬁ
to which they carried the arts.

T have the honour to be, &e.

kLT ER
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LETTER XXXVIIIL
DESCRIPTION OF OASIS AND THE TEM-=,
_ PLE OF JUPITER AMMON, WITH THE,

ROUTES LEADING THITHER.

Situation of Oafis Jixed by Ptolemy and tbg_
Arabian geographers. Deferiptim of the.
places inbabited in the middle of the Defart.
ourncy of Alexander to the temple qf
Supiter Ammon, traced in the map which is
prefixed to this wolume, Account of the
temple and the people, who inkabit its envi-
rons. Defeat of the army of Cambyfes,
which bad been fent to plunder it. Unfor-
tunate m.pca’n‘zan of this barbarous invader,
againft the Ethiopians, followed by the bofs
of a part of the troops which be commanded.
Oafis a place of exile under the monarchs of
the lower empire; and thither St. Athana-,
Jius and other perfons were banifbed.

To Mr. L. M. _

Grand Cairo.

THE defeription of Eeypt, Sir, would be
incomplete, if I pafied over in filence the Oafis,
dependant
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dependant on the Thebais/x). Strabo
fpeaks of them as follows: ¢ Africa, ac-
“¢ cording to hiftorians, and to Cneius Pifo,
“ who governed it, like to a leopard’s {kin,
« is interfperfed with fmall habitations, fur-
¢ rounded by defarts, called by the Egyp-
¢ tians, Oafis.” Thefe remarkable places
were known by Arabian geographers, who
called them Eluah. Abulfeda (y), their
guide, defcribes them in the following man-
ner: ¢ Thefe Ebuah are dependent on the
« Said. 'They are iflands in the middle of
¢ {ands. On quitting the Nile, it takes
« three days journey acrofs the defart to
“ arrive at them. facout who reckons three
« of them, places them in the weft of
« lower Egypt, beyond the chain of moun.
#¢ tains, parallel with the river. He adds
¢ that the firft is well cultivated; that it
“ poffefles abundant rivulets, hot {prings,
¢ fields covered with harvefts, and other
« fuprizing things, but that the people there

*¢ are wretched.”
2

(x) Strabo, l. 17.
(y) Abulfeda, defcription of Egypts
Such
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Such, ‘Sir, are the Oafis of the Greeks.
We are pretty nearly acquainted with their
diftance from the Nile. Ptolemy deter-
mines their latitude (z). He places the
large one under the 26th degree, 30 mintites
from the latitude of Abydus; it is called by
the Arabs Eléerdi, the temple, on account of
the monument we find there. The fecond,
in 2 5 degrees 4.5 minutes, that is to fay, over
againft Bebrdfé; and the moft northerly, in

29, 30, under the parellel of Lake Meris.

Let us now enquire, to which of thefe habi-

tations the temple of Jupiter Ammon was

near. ‘The route taken by Alexander, when
he undertook this journey, will point it out
to us.

: (@)  Alexander having pacified the
“upper Egypt, without effeting any
“ change in the ancient conftitution of

government, refolved to repair to the tem=
‘ ple of Jupiter Ammon. The road lead-
ing to it is almoft impracticable. The
earth is without wells, and the heavens

# without rain. One difcovers on every

{x) Ptolemy,] 4

(a) Quintus Curtius, 1, 4. chap 7.

¢ fide
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“¢ fide immenfe plains of fand, which, ftruck
« continually by the rays of the fun, emit
«¢ fuffocating vapours. Exhaufted by the
¢ drought and heat, travellers are obliged to
“crofs a deep fand, which yielding under

«¢ their feet, renders the march very difficult,
“ The Egyptians exaggerated even thefe
“ difficulties. - But nothing could ftop
¢ Alexander, attracted by an ardent. defire
¢ towards the oracle of Jupiter. His foul
« thirfting for glory, not being fatisfied with '
“¢ attaining the pinnacle of human greatnefs,
<¢ he imagined, or wiihed it to be believed,
< that this god was his father (4.

¢« He defcended by the river to Lake

¢« Mareotis, with the feleGt companions of
« his journey. From thence he fet out to
« accomplith his defign. The fatigue of :
<« the two firft days was not great. Though
<¢ they travelled in fact on a barren foil, they
< were not yet entered into the burning
« folitudes. - When they had reached them,
« they perceived nothing around them but

(&) Callifthenes, according to Strabo, fays that Alex-
ander in undertaking this enterprize, wifhed to imitate
Hercules and Perfeus who had performed it before him,

“ prodigious



prodigious heaps of fand, without trees,
or plants, or the fmalleft trace of culti-
« yation. From amidft this parched defart,
¢ their eyes were looking out for land, like
navigators. 'The water carried in {kins
upon the camels was foon exhaufted, a
lofs which was irreparable, in a country
deftitute of {prings, and where every thing
was burnt up by the fun. In this ex-
trémity, whether by the bounty of the
gods, or the refult of chance, the heavens
became covered with thick clouds and
the rain came down in torrents. Life
was reftored to, thefe unfortunate men,
dying with thirft, and finking under the
exceflive heat. In fhort, after four days
march acrofs this frightful folitude, they
reached the territory facred to Jupiter
Ammon. With what aftonithment did
they behold in this country, furrounded
by defarts, forefts impenetrable to- day-
light, ftreams of excellent water, and a
delicious temperature, where the charms
of the fpring reigned throughout the
“ year, and beftowed the precious gift of
“ falubrity!”

4 e
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¢ The inhabitants of thefe woods, called
¢ Ammonians, dwell in huts difperfed here
¢ and there under the fhade. A triple
«¢ wall built in the middle, ferves them by
“ way of citadel. The firft inclofure con-
¢ tains the palace of their ancient kings;
¢¢ the fecond, where the temple ftands, is
¢¢ deftined for the women, the children and
¢ the flaves; the warriors entrufted with
¢ the defence of this afylum, occupy
¢ the third. The fountain of the Sun
¢ flows through another thicket, alike con-
¢ fecrated to the oracle of Ammon. Its
¢ water is tepid in the morning, cool at
¢ noon, warm in the evening, and f{calding
¢ at midnight.

«¢ The ftatue that is worfhipped at this
« place, by no means refembles thofe ufually
¢ fabricated by fculptors.  Formed of
“ emeralds and precious ftones, it is in the
“ thape of a ram (¢ from the head to the

“ middle

(c) This idol had the form of a ram, becaufe that
animal was confecrated to Jupiter Ammon, a fymbolical
deity, which denoted the fun entering the fign of the ram,
The boat in which it was carried, reprefented the veflcl

in
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« raiddle of the body.™ Whr.n it is to be
< confulted, the prtefts carry it ih 4 gilded
<« boat, on each fide of which are fufpended
« cups of filver. The matrons and virgins
« follow the god, finging a hymn in the
« language of the country, to make Jupiter
<« favourable, and to receive frem him a
“ certain oracle, &c.” s
Alexander fet out from Lake M:arectls to
repair to'the temple of Ammon The two
firft days he procéeded over a- barren fbil,
but where He did nét fink in marching, that
is to fay, he followed the fea fhore towards
the weft; for had he taken a foutherly or
fouth wefterly diretion, he muft have imme-
diately entered the defart covered with deep
fands. Arrived at feven or eight leagues
from Panztonium he ehtered the burn-
ing defart, throigh which he marched
four days; he then bent his courfe direétly
towards the habitation of the Ammonians,
nearly following' the line punctuated on the
map. I am perfuaded of this from the
pofition in which Ptolemy lays down the

in which the Egyptians placed the fun defcribing his courfe
in the air.  Thefe gmblems will be explained in the fuc-
ceeding letters,

Yor. . H ficfl
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firft Ougfis, in the parallel of Lake Maxris,
and from Strabo (d), who aflures us that
the temple of Ammon was not far from it.
Callifthenes, who makes Alexander depart
from Porztonium, does not vary much from
our route. It is poffible that the con-
gueror may have advanced as far as that
city, and afterwards have afcended towards
the fouth.

Strabo [¢) informs us that under the
reign of Auguftus, the verfes of the {ybils,
and the Tufcan divinations had made the
oracle of Ammon greatly lofe its credit.
In the thirteenth century it was forgotten;
but the Arabs affert that they ftill poffeffed
inhabitants. It appears from their: rela-
tions, that the fountain of the Sun defcribed
by Quintus Curtius in a wonderful manner,
was nothing more than a_hot {pring which
feemed to be warmer in the night than in
the day.

Under the fovereigns of the lower empire,
the Oafis became a place of exile. Thefe

. (d) Strabo, L. 17.
(¢) Strabo, 1. 17. :
princes,
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princes tainted with theology, a fcience
which ought to be referved for thofe to
whom religion has entrufted the facred
repofitory, and occupied in promoting the
triumph {ometimes of a new fet, fometimes
of the true do&rine, fent there alternately
both fectaries, and catholics. Neftorius
and Athanafius were exiled there. In the
digeft are thefe words (f): ¢ There is 2
« fort of exile which confifts in banifhing
¢ the criminal into the Oafis of Egypt,
« where he is as if in an ifland.” Saint
Athanafius complains of this cruelty in his
apology. ¢ The Arians, fays he, have
‘ exceeded the orders of the emperor, by
“ confining the elders and the bithops in
“ the middle of frightful defarts; thofe of
‘¢ Lybia in the great Oafis, thofe of Thebais,
“ in the Oafis of Ammon, in order to make
“ them perith in croffing the  burning
¢ fands.”

Thefe habitations, become famous from
the banifhment of the moft learned perfon-

ages of the lawer empire, were little known

(f) Lib. 48. lit. 22,
H 2 by
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by the Perfians. Cambyfes, after ravaging
Egypt, withed to carry off the fpoils of the
temple of Jupiter Ammon (g/). © “ The
« troops he fent againft the Ammonians
“ left Thebes and arrived at the city of
¢ Qafis, inhabited by the Samians of the
¢ tribe of Efcrioniz. 'This country, diftant
¢ {cven days march from the capital of”
“ Egypt, is called by the Greeks, The Ijle
““of the Happy. It is reported that the
‘¢ army reached the place of their deftina-
 tion, but the Ammonians alone know
¢« what became of it, for it has never fince
‘¢ been heard of. It is faid alfo, that being
““ on their march towards the temple of
«¢ Jupiter, and having got half way, it was
¢« fwallowed by torrents of burning fand
«¢ blown up by the foutherly wind.”

From the route of this army, it appears
that the gnides, who abhorred the Perfians,
led them aftray in the middle of the defarts.
In fa&, to arrive at the temple of Ammon,
they ought to have taken their departure
from the borders of Lake Mareotis, or the

-

(2) Herodotus; 1. 3. :
: environs
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envirens of Memphis. The Egyptians, who
intended to make their enemies perifh, con-
ducéted them from Thebes to the great Oafis,
diftant three days journey from Abydus.
After leading them, doubtlefs, into the vaft
folitudes of Lybia, they abandoned them
during the night, and gave them up to
death.

The Oafis of Ammon is little known by
the modern Egyptians. They are better
acquainted with the fecond. Abulfeda (4)
places a city there, named Bebndfe, and
different from that one feen on the canal of
Jofeph. He marks another higher up, that
correfponds with that of Achmonain, and
around which are admired magnificent re-
mains of antiquity. The great Oafis, the
moit frequented of the three, being on the
road of the caravans of Abyfiinia, conthins
a great number of inhabitants. The Eey
of Girgé fendsa Cachef there as gevernor,
and to collet a tribute.. ‘When the Abyf-

() Abulfeda, defcription of Egypt. Behnefe, fays he,
is a town fituated near Jofeph’s canal. 'We find another
town of the fame name in the country of the Ellouah,
on the confines of the Negro country, &e. % e

i3 finians
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finians who fet out from Egypt on their
return, have laid in their ftock of provifions
in this fruitful valley, they mount to the
fouthward, and fall in with another under
the tropic, which the geographer of Nubia
defcribes in thefe terms: ¢ The country
“ of the Elluab, fituated to the weft of
¢ Affouan, was formerly much peopled.
““ At prefent it has no inhabitants. We
“ meet with abundant fprings there, and
‘¢ fruit trees, with cities buried under ruins.”
It was in paffing from this valley into
Ethiopia that another divifion of the troops
of Cambyfes was deftroyed.

(i) ¢ Cambyfes being arrived at Thebes,
¢ feleted fifty thoufand men whom he
« ordered to fack and burn the temple of
« Jupiter Ammon. He marched himfelf
* « againft the Ethiopians with the remain-
*¢ der of his army. But the provifions they
“ carried, failed them before they had pro-
«¢ ceeded the fifth part of the way. They
¢ ate their horfes, but this refource was but
“of a fhort duration. Had this prince

(i) Herodotus, I. 3.
“ been



@'N E G Y B I 103

« been guided by prudence, he would have
« returnied by the fame road ; but animated
« by z blind fury, he went on.  Aslong as
« the foldiers found herbs and plants they
s¢ fed on them. 'This feeble fuccour failing
« them in the midft of the fands, they were
s decimated, and thofe on whom the lot fell
s« were devoured by their companions. At
«¢ this dreadful news the king of Perfia aban-
* doned his Ethiopian expedition, and re-
< treated to Thebes with the lofs of half
“ his army (4 ).”

What actually happens in this journey,
renders that event very credible. Travel-
lers who fet out from the fertile valley
fituated under the tropic, march feven days
journey before they reach the firft town in
Ethiopia. They proceed in the day by
eftablithing fignals, and at night by obferv-
ing the ftars. The hills of fand, which
have been remarked in the preceding jour-
ney hurried along by the winds, frequently
deceive the guides. If thefe errors lead

(#) It is hiohly probable that in this as well as the
former expedition, the guides purpofcly mifled Cambyles,
who had been fetting fire to all the temples of Egypt.

‘
H-a them
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them ever- fo little aftray from their route,
the camels after living for five or fix days
without water, fink under their burden and
die. The men foon follow the fame fate,
and fometimes out of a2 numerous caravan
not a fingle traveller efcapes. At other
times the {corching (outherly winds lift up
whirlwinds of duft, which ftiffie man and
beaft. The next caravan that pafles, be-
~ holds the earth covered with dead bodies
perfe@ly dried up.  This frightful fpectacle,
thefe terrible dangers, do not deter the Aby{-
finians, who from the moft remote antiquity
have been the carriers of gold duft, of mufk,
and elephants teeth into Egypt. Such an
empire has habit over men.

I have the honour to be, &c.

4 LETTER
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LETTER XXXIX.

OBSERVATIONS ON THE INCREASE QF
THE NILE.

Remarks on the Nile, its fources, and the phe-
nomena of its annual inundation. — Time
awhen they cut the dyke, at the bead of the :
canal which conducls the waters to Grand
Caire. Defcription of the public feftivals
aid rejoicings at that feafon. Nocturnal
recreations on the water in the great fquares
of the capital. The pleafures thence arif-
ing. Meansof fecuring to Egypt a regular
wundation, and an inexhauflible abundance.

To Mr, L. M.

Grand Cairo.

THE Nile, Sir, is the moft celebrated
river on the earth. Travellers in all ages
have {poken with enthufiafim of the fecun-
dity of its waters. The poets have fung
its feven mouths, and all hiftory is filled
with the wonders of its inundation. Itowed
its celebrity to the ancient people who cul-
tivated on its banks the arts and f{ciences,

and.
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and brought them to perfection. Loaded
with its bountics, they eftablifhed a feftival
in honour of this river, and raifed altars to
it as to a2 God, or rather as to the moft ex-
alted gift of the Creator. Had this river
nourifhed only Turks and Arabs, its name,
like that of many others, would only have
been known on maps and charts of geogra-
phy; but its glory was conneéted with that
of a celebrated nation, and from the ends
of the univerfe men came to admire the no-
ble works conﬁru&ed to contain it, and the
immortal monuments erected on its borders.

All theancients, excepting the Egyptians,
were ignorant of its origin. A Portuguefe
Jefuit in the laft century pretended to have
difcovered it. 'The following is his narra-
tive: “ In the province of Sahala, fituated
“ to the wefl of the kingdom of Goiam,
«¢ the inhabitants of which are called #gous,
““ we difcover the fources of the Nile. They
« are two deep fountains in an elevated fitu-
“ ation. The earth around them is marthy,
“ and trembles under the feet. « The water
““ {pouts up from: the foot of the moun-
““tain, with a noife liks that of a cannon.

< After
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s¢ After running fome' time in the valley, it
receives a fecond rivulet which comes from
« the eaft. Joining together, they dire&
their courfe towards the north. Two
other torrents difcharge themfelves into
them, and form a river which joins the
river Yemam ; and, after long circuits to
the eaft and weft, throws itfelf into a
« great lake. On coming out of that lake
¢ it forms the river of the Nile, which pre-

- ¢ cipitates its courfe towards the Mediter-
‘¢ ranean.”

. Whether this account be true or falfe,
this quantity of water would not fupply the
general inundation, which covers 2 {pace of
near four hundred leagues ; for it is alfo felt
fenfibly in Ethiopia. But in the months of
March, April, May, and June, the northerly
winds drive the clouds towards the lofty
mountains on the other fide of the Equator.
Stopped by this barrier, they collect in heaps
upon their lofty fummits, diffolve into rain,
which falls in torrents, and fills the vallies.
The juaction of fuch an imumerable mul-
titude of ftreams forms the Nile, and pro-
duces the inundation. From the nnan:mous

teftimony
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teftimony of the Abyflinians, who bring
the gold-duft to Grand Cairo, we learn that
this river on reaching Ethiopia feparates it-
felf into two branches, one of which, known
by the name of Ajferac, or the Blue River,
ftrikes off to join the Niger, and, traverfing
Africa from eaft to weft, throws itfelf into
the Atlantic Ocean. The other branch
flows towards the north, between two chains
of mountains, and, meeting with rocks of
granite which obftruét its bed, forms fix
cataraés, far more frightful than thofe of
Sienna. Thefe tremendous falls abfolutely
prevent the navigation of the river. Arrived
at the firft town in Egypt, it falls eleven
feet into a gulph it has formed, and the dan-
gers of which are furmounted by the bold-
nefs of navigators. Defcended into this
beautiful kingdom, it fills the canals and
the lakes, overflows the lands, leaving be-
hind it a fruitful mud, and throws itfelf, as
formerly, by feven mouths, into the Medi-
terranean.

At the beginning of June the Nile begins
to fwell, but its increafe is not very fenfible

till the folftice. At this period its waters
become
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become troubled, affluming a reddifh tinge,
and are then efteemed unwholefome. - They
muft be purified before they are drinkable.
This is done by throwing the powder of bitter
almonds, bruifed, into 2 jar full of water, and
ftirring them for fome minutes with your arm
plunged in the middle of the veflel. After
this operation they are left to fettle, and at
the end'of five or fix hours all the hetero-
geneous particles are precipitated to the bot-
tom of the veflel, and the water is clear,
limpid, and excellent todrink /7). Thein-
habitans of Egypt atribute this fermenta-
tion of the Nile to the dew which then falls
in abundance. Even feveral hiftorians have

gravely told us that it contributes to the

inundation.  But it is much more natural to

imagine that the river, overflowing its banks
in Abyflinia and Ethiopia, carries with it a
great quantity of f{and, and millions of eggs
of infects, which, hatching towards the {ol-
ftice, produce the fermentation of the wa-

() Thave tried this procefs, which I have obferved
throughout all Egypt, with the waters of the Seine, when
they were muddy, and I found the fame refult. For the
operation to fucceed, the veflels muft be large.

ters,
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ters, and that reddith tinge that renders
.them unwholefome.

The Nile continues to fwell till towards
the middle of Auguft, and often even in
September. Formerly the nilometer of Ele-
phantinos ferved to indicate the future inun-
dation. - Particular figns, founded on the
experience of feveral ages, announced it to
thofe who were entrufted with this obfer-
vation. They loft no time in giving notice
to the Prefects of the provinces. Accord-
ing to the nature of this intelligence the
hufbandman regulated his labours. When
the Arabs conquered Egypt, the nilometer
was placed at the Burg of Halouan, oppo-
fite to Memphis. ~Amrou having overturn-
ed that fuperb capital, ‘and built the city 'of
Foftat, the Governors or the Caliphs fixed
their refidence there. Some centuries after
the Mekias was built on the point of the
ifland of Raouda, and the column for mea-
furing was placed there, in the middle of a
low hall, whofe walls are very folid, and
its bottorm is on a level with that of the
Nile. From that period the Meckias has
not changed its place. At this day officers

appointed
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appointed (o examine the progrefs of the
inundation, communicate it to the public
criersy, who proclaim it daily in the fireets
of Grand Cairo. The people who are iptereft-
ed in this event, mak - them a fmall acknow-
ledgment. It becomes the public topic.
Egypt owing no tribute to the Grand
Signior, when the waters do not rife to fix-
teen cubits, they often conceal the truth,
and do not publith their attainment of a
certain point, even when they have pafled
if.

The moment of this proclamation is @
day of rejoicing, and a folemn feftival for
the Egyptians. The Pacha defcends from
the caftle, accompanied by his whole court,
and repairs in pomp to Foftat, where the
canal begins that traverfes Grand Cairo.
He places himfelf under a magnificent pa-
villion, prepared at the head of the dyke.
‘The Beys, preceded by their mufic, and
tollowed by their Mamalukes, compofe his
retinue.  The Chiefs of their religion appear
mounted on horfes richly caparifoned. All
the inhabitants on horfeback, on foot, and
in boats, are anxious to affift at this cere-

4 mony.
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mony. Theland and the water are covered
by upwards of three hundred thoufand men.
The boats in general are agreeably painted,
well carved, and orfdameénted with canopies,
and flags of different colours.  Thofe of
the women are to be diftinguithed by their
elegance, their richnefs, the gilded columns
that fupport the canopy, and above all, by
the blinds let down over the windows.
Every body remains filent until the moment
when the Pacha gives the fignal. Inan in-
ftant the air is filled with thouts of joy, the
trumpets found a flourifh, and the timbrels
and other inftruments refound from every
“fide. Workmen, collected for the purpofe,
throw down a ftatue of earth placed upon
the dyke, which is called the New Bridge.
This is the remains of the ancient worthip
of the Egyptians, who confecrated a vir-
gin to the Nile, and who, in timeés of ca-
lamity, fometimes precipitated her into the
river. 'The dam is foon deftroyed, and the
waters havmw‘lo longer any obftacle, 'flow
towards Grand Cairo. The Viceroy throws
into the canal fome pieces of gold and fil-

ver, which are immediately picked up by
S fkilful
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{kilful divers.. This tranfa&ion may be re=
garded as an homage rendered to the Nile,
the fource of theriches of Egypt. During
this day’s amufement the inhabitants feem
in a ftate of intoxication. Mutual compli-
ments and congratulations pafs, and one
hears on every fide fongs of thank{giving.
A crowd of dancing girls run along th;
banks of the Calich, and enliven the {pec-
tatots by their lafcivious dances. Every
body refigns himfelf to good cheer and joy,
and the poor themfelves have their enter-
tainments. This univerfal gladnefs is not
furprizing, ‘The fate of the country de-

pends on the inundation. When it arrives,

each individual fees the hope of a good
crop, the image of abundance, and antici<
pates the enjoyment of all its attendant ad-
vantages.

The fucceeding nights afford a fpecacle
ftill more agreeable. 'The canal fills with
water the great {quares of the capital.. In
the evening each family is colle@ed in boats,
ernamented with carpets and rich cufhions;
and where voluptuoufnefs has every pofﬁbl"f
accommodation. The ftreets, the mofques,

Vor. IL. I the
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the minorets, are illuminated... The com-
pany go from place to place, carrying with
them fruits and refrethments. The moft
numerous affembly is ufually at Lefekss,
This {quare, which is the Jargeft in
the city, is near half a league in cir-
cumference. It forms an immenfe bafon,
furrounded by the palaces of the Beys,
lighted with lamps of various colours.  Se-
veral thoufand boats with mafts, from which
lamps are fufpended, produce a moving il-
Jlumination, the afpetts of which are con-
inually varying. The ferenity of the fky
feldom or ever interrupted by fogs, the gol-
den colour of the ftars upon a perfect azure,
the fire of fo many lights reflected in the
water, make one enjoy in thefe charming
parties at once the lightnefs of the day, and
the delicious coolnefs of the night. Imagine,
Sir, how voluptuous it muit be for a people,
burnt for twelve hours by an ardent {un, to
come and refpire on thefe lakes the refreth-
ing breath of the zephyrs. . What adds to
the pleafure of this noturnal fcene is, that
the calm ferenity of the air is'feldom inter-
rapted by the impetuous breath of winds.

. They
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They fall at the fetting of the fun, and the at-
mofphere is gently agitated by a flight breeze.
The fingularity of the Oriental manners puts

an BEuropean who affifts at thefe exhibitions

a little out of his way. The men accom-
pany the men, and the women the women.
It is difficult to procure the charm of their
fociety. ‘The difguife that muft be affumed,
the dangers that attend it, alarm the reafon,
and compel to prudence. They are obliged
alfo to keep lamps continually burning.
The public {afety requires this precaution,
and the Oxali, who patrole during the night,
enforce a rigid obedience. If the head
of the police meets with a boat without-
light, he has the right to cut off the heads
of the perfons who are in it, and without
fuch a prefent as can ftay the hand of the
executioner, who attends him, he executes
this rigorous juftice in a moment.

When the Ramazan falls at the time of
the inundation, that month o dreaded by
the poor, is a continual feftival for the rich
man. Ie paffes his night upon the water,
and in a conftant round of entertainments.
In the day time he {leeps in a vaft faloon, in

I% the
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the circulation of a pure air, near a marble
bafon, from whence plays a jet d’cau, quite
limpid, the edges of which are furrounded by
Arabian jeflamine and odoriferous flowers ;
a window, always open, placed near the top
of the dome, and facing the north, preferves
the {alubrity with the luxury of the apart-
ment. Whilft the burnt hufbandman in
the country is bedewing the earth with the
fweat of his brow, he enjoys a delicious
fleep, amidft coolnefls and the exhalations
of balfamic plants. To live agreeably,
without heeding the affairs of this world, is
all the ambition of a Turk out of place;
the Beys, on the contrary, a prey to anxie-
ties and fears, make a figure for a moment at
the head of the Republic they lay wafte, to
perifh at length by the fabre of their col-
-leagues, or by the poifon of their flaves.
In the courfe of the vaft number of ages
that the Nile has overflowed Egypt, it has
prodigioufly elevated the foil.  Obelitks,
buried from fifteen to twenty feet, and half-
buried porticoes, teftify this fact. The an-
_cient cities built on artificial mounds, the
dykes oppofed to the impetuofity of the ri-
' ver,



FEWEE F TR S s

WWPEET T w e T T E, T

ON EGY P T St

ver, announce that the Egyptians formerly
were much more afraid of the great than of
the moderate over-flowings. At this day,
that the foil is confiderably raifed, the inun-
dation rifes {o high as to be fometimes inju-
rious to the cultivation of the country.
When it remains below fixteen cubits, the
people are threatened with famine; from
cighteen to twenty-two, they may countup-
on plentiful years. Exceeding this, the wa-
ters remaining toq long upon the lands, pre-
vent them from fowing them in time. This
event feldom or never occurs ; toofrequently
the overflowings are moderate, and all the
elevated ground is unproduive. If canals
were dug, the dykes repaired, and the great
refervoirs filled, a much greater extent of
country might be watered, and aftonithing
crops be produced from them.

It is very poflible to fecure a regular inun-
dation and a conftant fertility to Lgypt;
but Ethiopia muft be conquered, or a treaty
formed with its inhabitants, by which they
would permit dykes to be formed in the places
where the waters of the Nile are loft in the

Ij {ands,
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fands, and wafte themfclves to the weft-

ward.
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(m) Elamacin, Hiftery of the Arabs. This event

“ (m) In the year 1106, during the reign
of Elmes Tenfor, Sultan of Egypt, the
inundation totally failed. This Prince
fent Michael, Patriarch of the Jacobines,
to the Emperor of Ethiopia with magni-
ficent prefents. 'The King came to meet
him, gave him a favourable ‘reception,
and demanded the fubje¢t of his miffion :
the Patriarch anfwered him, that he had
come thither on account of the deficiency
of the Nile, and that this event, which
made the Egyptians dread a famine, had
thrown them into the greateft confterna-
tion. On thefe remonftrances, the Em-
peror made a dyke be cut which diverted
the channel of the river, and the waters
taking their ufual courfe, rofe three cu-
bits in one day. Michael returned from
his embafiy, and was received with great

honours.” ;

happened under the Emperor Abouicafem, the twenty-
feventh Abafid Caliph, and the cight and fortieth from

Mahomet,

This
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This anecdote. demonftrates the poflibis
lity of diverting the waters of the Nile, but
it proves at the fame time, that by ftopping
up by a dyke the great arm of it that com-
municates with the Niger, the volume of its
waters would be prodigioufly augmented.
If an enlightened and powerful people pof-
fefled Egypt, it would be no difficult mat-
ter. to operate miraculous changes, which
would render it the richeft country in the
world.. In this country there is a certain
token of the inundation, and of the height
to which it is to rife. When the north
wind, during the month I have mentioned,
repulfed by the impetuous winds from the
fouth, is driven back on the northern coun-
tries, the clouds retire in a {mall quantity
into the upper Abyfiinia, and the fwell is
then very inconfiderable. 'The dykes would
in that cafe be of the greateft utilii'y. When,
on the contrary, the north wind prevails in
that feafon, and drives the hurricanes of the
fouth towards the Equator, it conveys there
numerous clouds, and one is {ure of a favour-
able inundation : under thefe circumitances,
the fluices of Ethiopia thould be opened to

I 4 gi\'t.’
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give the fuperfluous waters liberty to efcape
by their ancient drain. One might avail
ones-felf of this augmentation too, to form a
canal from Copbros to Coffeir, a work which
would be ranked amongft the moft famous
and moft ufeful ever executed in Egypt.
Thefe, Sir, are a few ideas thrown into the
void of poflibility. The ambition of feveral
powers is lwoking with eager eyes on this de-
bightful kingdom, geverned. by “barbarians ‘in-
capable of defending it.  IT WILL. INE-
VITABLY FALL INTO THE HANDS OF THE
FIRST NATION THAT ATTACKS IT, and
will undoubtedly affume a new appearance.

T have the honour to be, &c.

LETTER
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LETTER XL.

GOVERNMENT OF EGYPT.

Egyptian Government from the conqueft of
the Arabs to the prefent time. Changes

- avbich it has undergone by the different re-

. wolutions of the fupreme power. Articles
of the agreement made in favour of the
Circaffian Mamalukes by the Emperor Selim.
Lim:ted power of the Pachas. The great
authority of the Beys, and of that which is
annexed to the dignities of Scheick Elbalad
and of Emir Haji. The manner in which

- the reprefentatives of the Grand Signior are
recerved in Egypt. Scandalous manner of
Jending them back.  Obfervations on the
Jmall degree of authority awhich the Otfo=
man Porte really maintains in Egypt.

LoaNMr, A M

Grand Caire.

I PROMISED you, Sir, fome details on
the Government of Egypt, which is almoft
unknown in France; and I flatter myfelf
that the obfervations of feveral years will
enable
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enable me to fulfil my engagements; but it
will firft be proper to give you fome ideas
which may throw a light on the obje&s I

am about to fubmit to your difeérnment.
The Arabs were in poflefiion of Egypt
from the middle of the fixth century to the
year 1250. During this time it formed a
part of the vaft empire of the Caliphs.
They fent thither Vifirs to govern in their
name. Invefted ‘with unlimited powers,
thefe Viceroys exercifed the fupreme autho-
rity. Pdffcﬁing the right of life and death,
being accountable for their conduct only to
the Caliphs, they ruled over this country ac-
cording to the dictates of ' their caprice.
‘Whatever might be their tyranny, the voice
of the opprefled people never could reach the
throne, becaufe they taok care by rich pre-
fents to gain the perfons ‘who furrounded it.
This government therefore was defpotic, and
the happinefs or mifery of a" nation depend-
ed on the virtues or the criminal character
of a fingle man. Several of thefe Vifirs
cruthed this unhappy countrj with an iron
feeptre 5 others promoted commerce, agri-
culture, and the arts. Some, amongft
= whom
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whom was the famous Ebz Toulon, revolted
againft their Sovercigns, and aflumed the
title of Kings; but the crown feldom def-
cended to their children. After the death
of the rebels, this province returned to its
mafters.

In the year: 982, Moaz, King of the
weftern fide of Africa, and a defcendant of
the Fatimite Caliphs, .who had founded a
kingdom there for two centurics paft, con-
quered: Egypt by his Generals, and came
and fixed in it the feat of his empire. His
pofterity reigned over it until 1189, that Sa-
labh Eddin eftablithed there the dynafty of
the Aioubites.. 'This warlike Prince, the
terror of the' crufaders, whom he almoft
totally drove out of Paleftine, was overthrown.
by Richard Cour de Lion, near the walls of
St. John of Acre, and the name of the
Englith Monarch became the fignal of
conflernation throughout the eaftern world.
The Government of Salah Eddin, and his
fucceffors, was monarchical, -and Egypt
flourithed under their dominion. In our
days we ftill fee the remains of the acade-
mies they founded at Grand Cairo, »and

where
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where they attracted, by large falaries, the
tearned men of the eaft. In 1250; imme-
diately after the defeat of St. Louis, the
Bakarite (7 ) Mamalukes, of Turkifh erigin,
murdered Touran Chah, the laft Prince of
the family of the Arubites, and the fon of
Nejim Eddin, their bepefactor. - In-his per-
fon terminated the government of the Ara-
bian Princes in Egypt. From that moment
it has been always governed by foreigners.
The Baharite Mamalukes changed the
form of government for that of the Repub-
lican.  The principal amongft them elected
a Chief, whom they entrufted with great
authority. He had the right of making
war or peace, with the advice of his council,
of which they were the members. He could
appoint Minifters, Ambaffadors, Gever-
nors, and Generals, provided he chofe them
from the Mamalukes. The neceflity of
gaining the fuffrages of the Chiefs marked
the limits of his power. His policy confifted

() Mamlsuk fignifies acquired, poffeffed. ~ They were
called Baksrites, or maritime, becaufe Nejim Eddin, who
created them, gave them the. government of the caftles on
the fed thore, and in the ifland of Raewnda.

in
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in conciliating their favour, fecuring the moft
powerful party, and in flifling in their ori~
gin the plots that might be formed againft
his perfon: for in this ariftocracy, each of the
Mamalukes, on attaining the firft employ-
ments, ftrove to overthrow the pofiefior of
the throne, to feat himfelf in his place.
Though the people were confidered as no-
thing, the Prince naturally dreaded their
difcontent, left an ambitious Chief might
avail himfelf of it to deprive him of the
crown. Thus was the Chief of this Re-
public furrounded by precipices, the dura-
tion of his empire folely depending on his
perfonal qualities, nor could he tran{mit his
power to his children, unlefs they pofiefied
diftinguifthed  talents ; accordingly, in the
fpace of one hundred and thirty-fix years,
that the Bahorite Mamalukes governed
Egypt, they ‘had twenty-feven of thefe
Kings, a proof that their reigns were very
thort, and very turbulent.

Towards the middle of the fourteenth
century, the Circaffian Mamalukes dethroned
- the Babarites, retaining the fame form of

' govermncnt.
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government. They kept pofieffion of Egypt
until the conqueft of Selim, Emperor of
the Turks, who took it from themin 1 iy 2
Before I {peak of the changes he made in the
conftitution, itis proper to give you a clear
and precife idea of the Mamalukes. This
name, the meaning of which you know, is
beflowed on the children carried off by mer-
‘thants, or by robbers from Georgia, Cir-
cailia, Natolia, and the different provinces of
the Ottoman empire, and fold at Conftanti-
ngple, and Grand Cairo. The Grandees of
Egypt, who are of a fimilar origin, bring
them up in their families, and deftine them
to fucceed to their dignities. The anti-
quity of this cuftom is far more remote per-
haps than in the time of Jofeph, who be-
ing fold in this manner to Potiphar (s ),
High-Pricft of Heliopolis, became  Ruler
<« over all the land of Egypt.” At prefent
none but thefe frrangers can have the title
of Bey, and fill the pofts of government.
This law is fo exprefs, that the fon of a Bey
can never attain that eminent ftation. He

- (2) This Egyptian name comes from Potiphre, Prieft
of the Sun.

ufuallyr
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ufually embraces the military life. The
Divan afligns hima decent revenue, and calls
him Ebn Elbalad, child of the country (p ).
The Mamalukes are almoft all of Chrif-
tian families. When fold, they are forced
to embrace the Mahometan religion, and be
circumcifed. Language-mafters teach them
the Turkith and the Arabic. As {oon as
they can read and write well, they are
taught the Coran, which is the code of
their religion and their laws. The know-
ledge of thefe clear, fimple, and precife laws,
enables them to judge equitably every affair
that happens on the*{pot. The Mahome-
tan, who is perfe& mafter of this book,
knows all his duties towards God, and to-

(p) From what T have faid, you fee, Sir, that the word
Mamaluke is very different from that of £bd, which figni-
fies flave. 'The former are deftined to fill the moft difl-
tinguithed offices; the others are employed in the loweft,
and never arrive at dignitics. It is improperly, there-
fore, that hiftorians give the name of flave to the Mama-
lukesyand that the hiftorians of the lower empire call them
'If"““f[m Writers ought to be fcrupulous about dif-
fig ‘“HH“ the names of thungs and miom, and fhould give
them theit real fienification 5 then would hiftory atlord
dittinct ideas and faichful pictures.

wards
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wards man. He may then occupy every
civil, military, and ecclefiaftical employ-
ment.

From the tendereft age, the Mamalukes
Iearn toride, to throw the javelin, to make
ufe of the fabre and fire-arms. They are
continually exercifed in military evolutions,
and are taught to fupport with conftancy the
heat of the climate, and the diftrefling
thir(t of the defarts, Thefe exercifes give
them a ftrong conftitution, and an uncon-
querable courage. They want no requifite
to form- excellent foldiers, but mafters verfed
in the European ta&ics.  If this corps were
difciplined by our officers, it would be fe-
cond in bravery to no nation on the earth ;
but they fight without order, and are totally
ignorant of the art of artillery, brought to
fich perfection in our days.

At fifteen or eighteen years of age, thefe
young men manage with addrefs horfes not
broken in, {peak and write feveral languages,
pofiefs a profound knowledge of the wor-
fhip and the laws of the country, and are
capable of filling any employments to which
they may be deftined. They pafs fucceffively

: 3 through
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. through the differeat degreesin the houfe-
bold. &f the B\,ys, and their elevation is ge-
nerally the refult of merit. Having attain-

towvis: dep\.ndcnt on theu' patlons They
3¢ allov-ed to purchafe Mamalukes, who
follow  their fate, and become the compa-
nions .and . inftruments of thexr fortunes.
There is-now_ only ane ﬁep to arrive at the
dignity of Bey, which gives a feat amongl
the twenty-four members of the Divan, or
Louncil of the Republic ; but on their at-
taining it, they do not: ceafe to look upon
themfelves as the fervants of their former
mafter, and to preferve for him the moft
profound . fubmiffion. Such, Sir, is' the

origin of the Mamalukes ; fuch is the rou-
tine ‘of their career.

thread of our narrative.

2o The Emperor. Selim, having cénquered
Egypt, and overturned the Circafiian Ma-
malukes, unable to refift the innumerable
hofts with which he bore them down, after

Let us refume the

(g) The Cac);.ufs are the Lieutenants of the Beys;

they command in the towns of which their patrons have
the government,

“IVor. II. K ; many
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many bloody battles, hung up Thomam Bey
at one of the gates of Cairo. This barba-
rous action alienated their minds, and they
waited only for the departure of the Turks
to refume their arms. The fumes of glory
with which the Ottoman Emperor was in-
toxicated being diffipated, he felt his error,
and, to fecure this important conqueft, he
ftrove to regain the good opinion of the
Mamalukes. To fucceed in this, he made
very little alteration in the conftitution of
their government, and granted them fpeci-
fic privileges in a treaty, of which the fol-
lowing are the principal articles :

¢ Notwithftanding our invincible armies
¢ have conquered, with the aid of the Al-
¢ mighty, the kingdom of Egypt, never-
¢ _thelefs, from an effec of our benevolence,
¢ ‘we grant to the twenty-four Sangiaks/7)
¢ of that country a republican government
on the following conditions :” '

I. The Republic of Egypt fhall acknow-
ledge our fovereignty, and that of our fuc-
ceflors; and as a token of her obedience,

() They are called Sangiaks, or Beys.
fhe
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the fhall regard ‘as our reprefentative fuch
Lieutenant as we fhall think proper to de-
pute,' and who fhall have his refidence in
the caftle of Cairo. During his adminiftra-
tion he {hall undertake nothing againft our.
will, noragaint the interefts of the Repub-
lic; but he fhall concert with the Beys
every thing concerning the welfare of the
ftate. Should our Lieutenant make him-
felf difagreeable to the Beys, fhould he at-
tack their privileges, we authorize them to
fufpend him from his funétions, and to con-
vey their complaints to our Sublime Porte,
in order that they may be relieved from his
oppreflion.

II. In time of war, the Republic fhall
be obliged to furnith us and our fucceffors
with twelve thoufand troops, commanded
by Sangiaks, and to maintain them at her
expence until the peace.

III. The Republic fhall levy annually
five hundred and fixty thoufand eflani(’ 5)s

and

{s) This fum has been fince carried to 800,000 aflani;
but as the Beys make a plea of excefive expences for the
maintenance of the canals and fortrefles, they do notfend

K2 the
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and fhall fend 'them under‘cfco!rt of a Bey to
our Sublime Porte, aiid there thall be.deli-
vered to him by our Difterdar (Treafurer)
a receipt incdue form, to which fhall be, af..
fixed our feal, and that of our Vifir. . |

- IV. The Republic fhall levy a fimilar
Kbafpé (treafure) of five hundred and fixty;
thoufand- aflani, deftined to the f{upport of
Medina, -and -of the Caaba, or templ'e,o_f.;
Mecca. - 'Fhis .treafure: thall be .conveyed;
annually, -under. - the refcort: of -the- Scheik;
Elbalad)(t;), orof the Eniir Hajis who will,
deliver it to the Scherif, fuceefior: of ; our,
Prophet, ! tobe employed in- the - fervice - of;
the houfe of God, and diftributeds to the,
pecfons: refiding therey« in lorden;tor obtain
their prayers for us and fhe faithful bcheVers
of - the Co.ran(uj,u 1 bngleodi eviswy  diiw

san 4

the half of it Conftantmop]e Thc aﬂam is a piece of
filver coin, worth about thrce 1lvres Frcnc"x (or Tm!f gy
ctowh: Eiiglifhoney )i 2 odl

ROA Scheike, Elbalad ﬁgq:ﬁes, prop&;ly, the. old; I‘f tbf
cauntry. This is the ticle of the firft Bey, or Chief of
the Republic.  Emir Haji fignifies Prince of the Cara-
vap. This is the fecond d:rrmty of the Repubhc,_

(z:) “This ‘treafure is not couveyed in money, but m

corn, grain, and othcl produte of the ﬁ)ll of- Egypf

V. The

a e
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2 V"': The pr%lm fhalI not -keep- ap,” in
Tlme of 7 _pcace, “more than four!&eh%houﬁma
foldiers or jamz'afrlcs~ “but W&ﬂlﬁrw ‘her to
augmient this army-in tinfe of - ~War, ‘that ‘fhe
may be able to oppofe our’ mcrmes and
hers. it 2 .

VI. The Repubhc {hall dcdué’c annually

‘from the produce of the country one million
of couffes (x) of grain, fix hundred thoufand
of wheat, and four hundred thoufand of
barley, to be delivered inté our magazines.

VII. In virtue of the execution of thefe
articles, the Republic thall enjoy an abfolute
'émpire over all the inhabitants of Egypt;
but in all affairs" concerning relrgion, the
fhall confult the Mollah, or H:gh-aPrieﬁ
who thall be under our authomy- and un-
der that of our {utcelfors. |

- VI 'The Republic fhall efijoy-as here-

tofore, the right of coining money, and of

'ﬁnkmg on' 1t the name of Mrg/r (7 ),- but

IJ.;

‘-13‘“3

(x) A fort, of oval basket madc of thc leaves of -the
date-tree which conta:ns 170 peund vu:lght
) Majr is the name given by the Arabs to Egypt in
general, and to Grand Caifo in particilar, beécaufe they
pretend that this country was peopled by . Mifraim; the
gfandlon of Noah,
K3 fhe
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fhe thall add thereto our name and that of
our fucceflors. The Lieutenant we fhall
fend fhall have the infpeétion of the fabri-
cation of the coin, that the title of it may
not be altered,

IX. The Beys fhall elet from amongft
them a Scbeik Efbalad, who, confirmed by
our Lieutenant, {hall be their reprefentative,
and our officers fhall acknowledge him for
Chief of the Republic. - In the cafe where
our Lieutenant fhall render himfelf guilty
of tyranny, and exceed the limits of his
-pbwcr, the Scheit Elbalad {hall have the
right of reprefenting the grievances of the
Republic to our Sublime Porte. If it hap-
pens that foreign enemies difturb her peace,
we promife for usand our fucceflors to pro-
tect her with all our might, without clanmng
any indemnity for the expences incurred on
her account,

- Done and figned by our clemency in fa-
vour of the Republic of Egypt, in the year
887 of the Hegira (1517 of our zra).

.- This treaty, Sir, makes you acquainted
with the laft revolution the Egyptian. go-
vern_ment‘ become now 2 mixture of mo-

narchy
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narchy and ariftocracy, has. undergone.
The former is reprefented by the Pacha, the
fecond by the Beys, who compefe cfcntia}ly
the = Republic. The Viceroy, properly
fiaeaking, is nothing but a phantom, over-
turned by the flighteft breath. The San-
giaks, at the head of the provinces and the
armies, really poflefs all the power. The
people are abandoned to their mercy. This
treaty does not fay a word in their favour.
Is it not the language of a merchant, who
for five hundred and fixty thoufand aflani,
{ells three or four millions of flaves, to four
and twenty ftrangers? An abfolute power,
in fa&, is vefted in their hands; they are
permitted to levy arbitrary tributes, and,
without any controul whatever, to exercife:
every {pecies of tyranny, Is it thus then
that defpots make a traffic of whole nations ?
and they fubmit to this difgrace without .
vindicating the facred rights beftowed on
them by nature! ! ! It appears as il Selim,
through the extent of his vaft empire, faw
no men, but only a vile herd of faves
whom he could difpofe of at his pleafure.
"The Beys are perfectly fenfible of their fite-

K 4 ation,
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ation, and abufe it to the utmoft excefs. A
Pacha retains his place no longer than he
is fubfervient to their defigns. ~If he dares
to lift his voice in defence of the intentions
of his mafter, or of the Egyptians, he be-
comes a ftate criminal: the Divan affem-
bles, and he is fent off. The following is
the manner in which théy receive and dif-
mifs thefe lieutenants of the Ottoman Em-
eror, :

As foon 48 the new Pacha has landed at
the port of Alexandria, he informs " the
council “of ‘the Republic of his arrival.
The Scheik Flbalad difpatches the moft dre-
ful of the Beys to comphment h1m “They
carry prefents to him, and glvc tokens of
the moft profound fitbmiffion: _VthPc they
furround his “perfon, they dexteroufly found
his difpofition, ftudy his clmraif’ce'r, and en-
deavour to learn from His* own motth, or
from his ‘officers, what orders he brings
with him. If they find them contrary to
their defires, they expedite a courier to"the
Scheik Elbalad, who affembles the Divan,
and forbids the Pacha to advance. TLC}
write to ‘the Porte, that the new VICCI‘O}

comes



R R T O
comes with hoftile inténtl%aé,' “fit to excite
rebellion amongft his faithful fub_]e&s, and
- ‘they demand his recal, which never is re-
fufed. - When the chiefs of ths republic
think that there is nothing to fear from the
lieutenant that is fent them, they invite him
to repair t0 Grand Cairo. The depuqies
‘place him in a fuperb galley, and efcort him
in his journey. * All the boats that furround
him are acrreeably dréfled out, and “many of
them filled with ‘muficians. He 'ufvanceS
flowly at the head of the little flect,; and fo
boat is permltted to pafs his. Un'hmky
the travellers who are mounting th% Nile,
for they are obliged 'to fwell his retinue!
When he is arrived “at "the Hell¢ (= ); he
halts. = 'The *Scheit Eliaizd _dé'putes feveral
Sangiaks to receive him, or hé comes him-
. felf. At his landing, the chiefs of “the
repliblic congratulate him anew, ‘and ‘the
Janizary Aga prefents him with the keys of
the caftle, requefting him to make it his
refidence.  He is conduéted with pbmp into
the city. T have feen the entry of a Pacha,

(%) A fmall village a little below Boulak.
and
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and can thereforc give you a defcription
of -it.

Firft, fevera! corps of infantry, preceded
by their noify mufick, filed off in two ranks,
with colours flying. Then followed the
cavalry. 'The horfemen, to the number of
five or fix thoufand, advanced in good order.
Their cloathing was formed of the moft
fplendid ftuffs. Their flowing robes, their
enormous whifkers, and their long lances
tipped with glittering iron, gave them a
majefticand warlike air, After them came
the Beys fuperbly clad, attended by their
Mamalukes, mounted on Arabian horfes full
of fire, and covered with houfings embroi-
dered with gold and filver. 'The bridles of
the horfes of the chiefs were ornamented
with fine pearls and precious {tones, The
faddles fparkled with gold. ~ Thefe different
retinues, for each Bey had his own, were
very elegant, The beauty of the young
men, the richnef(s of their drefles, the addrefs
with which they managed their courfers,
formed a moft agrecatle cou p doeil, The
Pacha terminated the procelion. He
advanced folemnly, preceded by two hun-

4 ' dred
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dred horfemen and a band of mufick. Four
led horfes, condu@ed by flaves on foot,
walked with ﬁowiﬁtEps' before him. They
were covered with long houfings, loaded
with embroidery in pearls and gold. The
Viceroy was mounted on a Barb of great
beauty, and wore on his turban an aigret of
large diamonds, which refleéted in flafhes
the rays of the fun. This entry gives me
an idea of the oriental pomp, and of the
pageantry which encompafifed the ancient
Afiatic monarchs, when they fhewed them-
felves in public. The proceffion com-
menced at eight in the morning and lafted
till noon, :
The next day the Pacha affembles the
Divan, and invites the Beys to favour him with
their company. The convention is held in
a gallery, with a window with iron bars be-
fore it, like that of the Grand Signior. His
Kiafa, or lieutenant reads the orders of the
Porte, the Sangiaks make a profound reve-
rence, and promife to obey them in every
thing not contrary to their privileges.
When the reading is finithed, a collation is
ferved, and at the breaking up of the affem-
bly, the Viceroy makes a prefent of a rich
fur
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fur_and a horfe magmﬁc,cntly harneffed to
thc.&‘éezk ElﬁalaJ and of a caftan to each
of‘ the other Beys Such Sir, is the mftaL
Ianon of thc Pacha '
The poﬁ he occup1es is a fort of exile.
.He ca.nnot {tir out of his palace without
the pcrmlf'ion of the Scheit Elpalad. Heis
really a ftate prifoner, who amidit the fplﬂn-
dor that furrounds him, cannot but fecl the
weight of his chains. His revenues arifing
from the cuftom-houfe at Suez, and from
the merchandize which arrives by the
Arabic gulph, amount to near three mﬂhons
of livies. The ambition of the Beys too,
affords him a fruitful fource of wealth,
When the knowledge of his fituation, and a
refined policy have taught him to fow dif-
fention amongft the chiefs of the ;'f;publicf,
and to form a powerful party, cach of .them
{rives to avail himfelf of his credit, alnd_h_c
receives gold and filver by handfuls. The
_Sangiaks named by the Divan, purchafe alfo
from the Pacha the confirmation of their
dignity. His treafures are augmented like-
‘wife by the inheritance of perfons who die
without children. It is thus that the re-
prefentative
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prefentative of  the Grand Signior is able to
p1eferve his place, and. to acquire immenfe
riches in a very few years; but he muft ufe
the greatcﬂ: c1rcumfpeé’aen in all his mea-
fures In the dehc:ltc pof’c hc flls, the
ﬂ1ghte& fau}t may ruin hn’n Frcqucntly,
even uncxpe&ed events overfet all the
{chemes of his politics. . If amongf’c the
Saﬂgl&ks, fome young, defperado de&roys,
by courage and by cr,\mf:s, the party 1 favour-
ed by. the P acha if hc Attgins | thc d1gmty of
Schetk E!étz[ad he aﬁémbles the -council,
and the Vnemy is. .1gnom1mouﬂy dlfnuﬁhd
The orch for- his departure is entrufted to
an. oﬁicer cloathcd in, black who carries it
in his, bOme, advanc;:s th thc hall of
audience, makes a profound reverence, and
taking one of the corners of the carpet that
covérs ehe fopha; fays to him, in lifting it
up, Infel Pacha. Defcend Pacha: after
pronouncing thefe words, he departs. The
Viceroy is obliged inftantly to decamp, and
withdraw in four and twenty hours to
Boulak, where he waits for his orders from
Conﬁdntinopk In general his perfon 1s in
fafcty, but if the ruling Beys have any com-

i plaints
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plamts agamft him, they make him give an
account of his adnnm[tratlon, and of the
prefcnts he has received, and divide his fpoils
amongft them. During this interregnum,
the council of the republic ele& a Caimacam
to fill his place, until the arrival of the new
Pacha. * Thefe are events, Sir, to which I
have been a witnefs feveral times *during
my ftay'in Egypt. : I'hope-thefe details will
ferve to-make you acquainted with the
government of this country. The hiftory
of A4l Bey and of fome of his fucceflors,
whofe picture I thall trace out to you, in
the following letters, will' thew you “the
altors on the ftage, and will“furnith you
with the means of making the application

of thofe prmc:plcs o

I have: the hbnour ‘to be, &c. .

LETTER
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HISTORY OF ALI BEY.
Birth-day of Ali Bey.  Tranfportation from
bis own country, and bis change of religion
afier be bad Leen [old to a Bey of Grand
" Cairo.  His promotion to diffrrent gjjices n
the fiate. ~ Conduct of the Caravan. —De-
Jeat of the Arabs, followed by the dignity 7f
Bey, which gave ki a feat among the
members of the Divan. Death of his pa-
tron, who was murdered by the oppyjite
party. Al obtains the rank of Cheik
Elbalad, and avenges the blood of kbis pro-
teitor.  Confpiracy formed to make bim
prifimer. He takes refuge in Jerufalem,
and afterwards at St. Sfean d' Acre, where
Cheik Daher recesves him with open arms.
On being recalled into the capital, be jound
it impoffible to triumph over the hatred of
kbis enemies, and, to fave bis life, was a fe-
cond time obliged iotake to flight. Hevifits
Arabic, ard retives to Yean d’ Acre, where
Cheik Daher treated bim with every de-
monfiration of the fincereft friendfbip. He

returns
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returns to Cairo, facrifices his rivals ty bjs
reféntmenty and governs Beypt swirh auif.
dom. Treachery of fome Beys, and of the
Divan gt Conftantinaple.. -He punifbes with
. death the gfficers-wha badbeen. Jent to de
: ,mdrzd bis head, and enters anto.an alliance
avith the Rzzj" aus, to revenge. the injuflice
« qf the Ottomaps.. He,upreﬁ.ﬁtbe wander-
g tribes gfy \/,ghgﬁ.t. proteits commerce; and
;edzzce.r 20 ﬁz/ye.&"zm both. Arabia.and . Sy-
g zaz [:y means of i ¢ Gmem[r sddess 5etm_yed
‘y Maéamfr ebon, Dqéfzé,x a’)u fon-in-law,
- ebliged g0 fave bifelf o hird time in
pre &f{a. \ Al Bepgnakes bimfelf mafler. of a
\m:r,»zéer of towns,, enters Egypt, with; the
. principal partaf bis, jarcc.r,agtzmzdam an
ez, A _ﬁ;parzar 2 bis oggn, aud is con-
gzzfred ﬁy e ,{;mcbez;y \of- bis ’mﬁgm‘ry
_abich. avent .over fo. ..4&:::&..,()41643.) i Jhe
" death of o Mabamedy,gnd..of Scheil:
.Dabcr, Lafely .cgf afingted &y q;-a’er qf the

p Ottamaﬂ Pan‘ A 05 Dk o0
to Mo T, MBSO 4700 1y
D Wk P e Grand €airo.

\

A Ll : BLY was born .m Natoha, in,1728,
amgd recewcd a{-h;s .bisth the name.of Foufeps,
Ea 3 Jofeph
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Jofeph. Dasud(a), his father, a Greek
Prieft of one of the moft diftinguithed fa-
milies in the country, defigned him to fuc-
ceed to his dignity, and neglected no part of
his education, but fate had otherwife or-
dained. At thirteen years old, Jofeph,
hurried on by the ardour of his age, was
hunting with other young men in a neigh-
bouring foreft. - Robbers fell upon them,
and-carried them off in {pjte of their cries
and their refiftance. The fon of Daoud
being taken to Grand Cairo, was fold to
Ibrahim Kiaza (4 ), or Lieutenant of the Ja-
nizaries, who had him circumecifed, cloathed
him in the drefs of the Mamalukes, and
called him by the name of 4%, under which
he has been fince known. He gave.him
mafters of the Turkith and Arabic lan-
guages, and of horfemanthip. Cornipelled
to give way, he deplored in his heart
the lofs of his parents, and his change of
religion. Infenfibly the kind treatment of

(a) Dasud, that is to fay, David.

(4) The Kiaia and Aga of the Janizaries, that is to
fay, their Lieutenant and their Colonel have tae title of
Beys, and are in general held ia great confideration.

Youi. 11, L his
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‘his patron, the dignities with which his va-
nity flattered him, and above all, the ex-
ample of his companions, gave him a relith
for his new fituation. The vivacity of his
mind afforded him the means of diftinguifh-
ing himfelf. In the courfe of a few years
he was perfect mafter of the languages that
were taught him, and even excelled in all
bodily excrcifes. None of the Mamalukes
managed a horfe with more: addrefs, nor
threw the javelin with greater force, nor
made ufe of the fabre and fire-arms with:
more dexterity than him.. His application
to ftudy, and his graceful manners, made him
dear to Ibrahim Kiaia.. Charmed with his
talents, he raifed him rapidly to the diffe-
rent employments of his houfeheld. He
{oon attained the poft of Selictar Aga, Sword-
bearer, and of Kafnadar, Treafurer.. The
intelligence he difplayed in thefe employ-
ments gained him more and more the good
graces of his patron, who created him a
Cachef at the age of two and twenty.
Become a Governor of towns, he mani-
fefted his natural equity in the adminiftra-
tion of juftice, and his difcernment in the
o acquifition



acquifition of the Mamalukes, to whom he
endeavoured to communicate his genius. Tt
was here he laid fecretly the foundation of
his future greatnefs. Not only had he
gained the affe®ion of Ibrahim, but judg-
ing that the favour of the Pacha might be
made fubfervient to his ambitious views, he
made a point of pleafing him. This Vice-
roy was called Rabiph; he was a man of
real merit. Difcovering in theé young
Cachef an upright and elevated mind, he
granted him his friendfhip, and declared:
himfelf his protector. * He would have raifed
him in a fhort time to the dignity of Bey,
had not an unforefeen cataftrophe unhidged
his projects. . Rabiph, endowed with one of
thofe happy charaders, which carry with
them an irrefiftible charm, had gained the
confidence of the Chiefs of the Republic.
Far from imitating his predeccflors, who
had uniformly built their anthority on the
diffentions they fomented againft the San-
giaks, he was indefatigable in promoting
peace and union. For the firflt time, the
reprefentative of the Grand Signior and the
leaders of the Governrhent united together,

E to
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to promote the general good. The people
enjoyed a peaceable adminiftration, and
withed for its continuance. The Beys them-
felves loved the Pacha, and dreaded his re-
cal. This was amplé food for envy, that
monfter which is continually on the watch
for the misfortunes. of mankind, and
breathes its poifon from one end of the world
to the other. 'The Members of the Divan
at Conftantinople reprefented to Sultan
Mahmoud the good underftanding that pre-
vailed between his Lieutenant and the Chiefs
of the Republic, as a confpiracy formed to
‘withdraw the country from its obedience.
"They coloured their calumnies with thefe
{pecious reafons, which in ngrts too fre-
quently appear convincing proofs. With-
out farther enquiry the Grand Signior was
determined to put the fidelity of Rabiph to
the teft. Ie fent him a Firman, com-
manding him to put to death immediately
as many of the Beys as he could. This
iniquitous order fhocked the Pacha; but he
mutft either obey or lofe his head. He he-
fitated for three days. At length he adopt-
ed the firft meafure. Having fent for the

moft
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moft faithfal of his flaves, he fhewed them
the Firman, and ordered each of them to
kill a Bey, at the moment of their affembling
in the hall of audience. Accordingly when
they were holding the Divan, thefe Satel-
lites, who had fwords concealed under their
robes, ponyarded the unhappy victims of
calumny. Four of them lay dead on the
fpot; the reft, being only wounded, de-
fended themfelves courageoufly, and made
their efcape.  Even at this day the marble
of the hall where they  were affaffinated is
red with their blood.” I have frequently
fhuddered on beholding the marks of this
barbarous execution, commanded on a bare
fufpicion, by a defpotic Government.

The aftonithment of the Sangiaks who
efcaped from this butchery was extreme.
They could not reconcile this atrocious
action with the paft condu& of Rabiph.
'The Council was aflembled ; they refolved
to punith the traitor, and to expiate by his
death the outrage committed on the Repub-
lic. “But when they wanted to make fure
of the criminal, he produced the Firman of
the Porte, and they contented themftlves
- k3 with
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with banithing him on the {pot. The Pa-
chalick of Natolia, that of Damafcus, and
at length the brilliant ftation of Grand
Vifir, became the recompence’ of his
crime.

This painful event retarded the elevation
of Ali. He remained feveral years a Cachef, -
His patron, Ibrabim, being eleGed Emir
Hajz, or Prince of the Caravan, which is
the fecond dignity in Egypt, he took him
with him to efcort the pilgrims, In their
march they were attacked by the Arabs,
Al fell upon them at the head of the Ma-
malukes he commanded, and behaved with
fo much valour, that he repulfed the enemy,
and killed 2 great number on the {pot. On
his return, feveral tribes  being colletted,
were  determined to avenge their defeat,
The young Cachef gave them battle. He
precipitated himfclf like lightning amidft
their {quadrons, and, overturning every thing
,that. oppofed his paffage, he obtained a fig-
nal vi¢tory. Toe Arubs appeared no more,
Ibrahim did juftice to the fervices of his
Lieutenant in full council, and propofed to
create him a Sangiak, Ibrahim, the Cir.

caffian,
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rcjﬁiaﬁ, an enemy to the former, oppofed it
with all his might, and employed all his
eloquence to prevent a nomination which
difpleafed him. The Emir Haji prevailed.
Al was nominated by the Divan; Eddin
Mohamed, the Pacha, confirmed this choice,
cloathed him with a caftan, and gave him,
agreeable te cuftom, the Firman of Bey.
Become now one of the 24 members of
the Republic, he never forgot his obligations
to his patron, and defended his interefts
with an admirable conflancy. In 1758 the
Emir Haji was murdered by the party of
Ibrahim, the Circaffian.  From this moment
Al meditated vengeance. [For. three years
he concealed in his heart his refentment for
this murder, and employed all the refources
of his mind to arrive at the poft of Schezk
Lilbalad, the firft dignity of the Republic.
In 1763 he attained that dangerous title, the
fummit of his ambition. = Soon after, he
revenged the bloed of his protecor, by fa*
crificing Ibrahim, the Circaffian, with his
own hand. In committing this defperate
action, he followed the impulfe of hatred,
rather than of prudence; for it raifed up

L3 numerous
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numercus enemies againft him. All the
Sangiaks attached to the party of the Cir-
caffian, confpired againft him. Expofed to
their intrigues, and en the point of being
murdered, he faved himfelf by flight, Af-
ter rapidly croffing the defarts of theifthmus
of  Suez, he repaired to Jerufalem, Having
gained the gocd graces of the Governor of
that city, he thought himfelf in fafety.
But friendthip has no facred a.{}'lun‘.l among(t
the Turks, when oppofed to the commands
of the defpot, His enemies were afraid of
him even in his exile. Thcy wrote to the
Porte to demand his death, and orders were
immediately fent to the Governor to ftrike
off his head, Fortunately, Rabiph, his old
friend, now one of the members of the
Divan, gave him timely wagning, and ad-
viled him to fly Jerufalem, 44 therefore
anticipated thearrivalof the Capigi Bachi (),
and took refuge with Schetk Daber, Prince
~of St. John of Acre. 'This refpectable old
Jman, who for fifty years had defended his

(@) Mellengers of the Grand Signior, who, provided
with a Firman, are fent to take off the heads of thc dif-
graced Grandccs.

little
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little principality againft the whole forces
of the Ottoman empire, received with open
arms the unfortunate Scheik Elbalad, and
afforded him ho/pitality, that facred pledge of
the fafety of mankind, whofe holy ties are
never violated by the Arabs. He was not

long in difcovering the merit of his gueft,
- and from that moment loaded him with ca-
refles, and called him his fon. ITe exhorted
him to fupport adverfity with courage, flat-
tered his hopes, foothed his forrows, and
made him tafte of pleafures in the bofom
even of his difgrace. .4/ Bey might have
paffed his days happily with Scheik Daber,
but ambition, that preyed upon him, would
not {uffer him to remain ina&ive. He car-
ried on a fecret correfpondence with fome of
the Sangiaks attached to his intereft. He
inflamed their zeal by the temptation of
better governments. The Prince of Acre
on his part, wrote to his friends at Grand
Cairo, and urged them to haften the recal
of the Schesk Eldaled. - While this was go-
ing on, Rabiph, now Grand Vifir, openly
efpoufed the intereft of his old friend, and
e¢mployed all his credit to obtain his re-

| “ eftablithment.
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eftablithment. Thefe different means fuc.
ceeded to the withes of ' A4/%. 'The Beys in-
vited him to return to Grand Cairo, and to
refume his dignity.  He fet off immediately,
and was received with the acclamations of -
the people.

The Scheik Elbalad reftored, was never-
thelefs perfectly acquainted with the precari-
oufnefs of his fituation. He could never
reckon upon a tranquiladminiftration. Ha-
treds. were ftifled, but not extinguithed. On
all fides the ftorm was gathering around
him. All thofe whom the murder of
Ibrahim, the Circaffian, had offended, were
conftantly fpreading fnares for him. All
his penctration was neceffary to avoid them,
They waited only for a favourable occafion
to let their refentment break out. The
death of Rabiph, which happened in 1763,
furnithed them this opportunity.  They
threw off the mafk, and declared open war
againfthim, On the pointof perifhing, he
efcaped into Arabia Felix, vifiting the
coafts of the Red Sea, and once more took
refuge with the Scheik of Aber, who res
ceived him with the fame tendernefs. ‘This

-

- wife
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‘wife old man, taught by the experience of
fourfcore years, had gone through every re<
verfe of fortune. He was calculated to fur~
nith confolation to thewretched. Hecharma-
ed by the wifdom of his converfation the
liftlefnefs of his gueft ; he revived his cou-,
rage by the hope of 2 happier hereafter, and
endeavoured to make him forget his misfor-
tunes, - Whilft he was alleviating his def-
tiny, the Sangiaks of the party of Ibrahim,
the Circaffian, trufting in the total deftruc~
tion of their enemy, abandoned themfelves
to all forts of vexations, and perfecuted
thofe who were devoted to the interefts of
Ali. 'This imprudence opened the eyes of
the majority., They perceived that they
were the dupes of a few ambitious men, and.
to ftrengthen their party, recalled the Scherk
Llbalad, and promifed to fupport him with
all their power. He fet off immediately,
with the embraces of the Scheik Daber,
who proffered the fincereft withes for his
profperity. .

On his return to Grand Cairo in 1766,
Al held a council with his partizans, He
reprefented to them, that moderation had

only
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‘only excited to revenge the friends of
Ibrahim; that nothing but flight would
have faved him from their plots; and that
to fecure the common fafety, thefe turbulent
fpirits muft be facrificed. The whole af-
fembly applauded this refolution, and the
next day they took off the heads of four of
them. 'This execution infured the tran-
quillity of .4/, He faw himfeif at the head
of the government, and in the {pace of fix
years he raifed fixteen of his Mamalukes to
the dignity of Beys, and one of them to that
of - Janizary Aga. The principals were
Mabamed Abow  Dabhab, Ifinael, NMourad,
Hallan, Tentaoui, and Ibrabim. 'The firft
wasg his countryman. He purchafed him in
17§8; “and had a particular affection for
him.

- 8upreme chief of thc'republic, he adopted
every meafure to render her power durable,
Not content with increafing his Mamalukes
to the number of fix thoufind, he took into
pay ten thoufand Mograbi (¢). He made his

- (2) Mograbi fignifies weftern people. - The Egyptians
beftow this name on the inhabitants of the coalt of Bar-

bary. e ' .
: troops



N EETRE ey

troops obferve the moft rigid difcipline, and
by continually exercifing them in the hand-
ling of arms, formed excellent foldxers. He
attached to himfelf the young men who
compofed his houfehold, by the patemal
attention he paid to . their education,'and
above all by beftowing favours and rewards
on thofe who were the moft worthy. His
party became fo powerful, that fuch of his
colleagues as were not his friends, dreaded
his power, and did not dare to thwart his
projects.  Believing his authority eftablithed
on a folid bafis, he turned his attention to
the welfare of the people. The Arabs, dif-
perfed over the defarts, and on the frontiers
of Egypt, committed ravages not to be
fupprefled by a fluctuating government.
He declared war, and fent againft them
bodies of cavalry which beat them every
where, and drove them back into the depth
of their folitudes. Egypt began to refpire,
and agriculture encouraged, flourithed once
more in that rich country. Having ren-
dered the chiefs of each village refponfible
for the crimes of the mhabxt.mta, he punith-
ed them until the authors of the offence

WwCIe
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were delivered into the hands of juftice. fa
this maaner, the principal citizens looked
after the public fafety, and for the firft time,
fince the commencement of the Turkifth em-
pire, the travellerand the merchant could pafs
through the whole extent of the kingdom,
without the apprehenfion of an infult. Ac-
quainted with the excefles of mercenary
foldiers, .both in the capital and in the
provinces, he ordered the perfons injured to
addrefs their complaints immediately to
him, and he never failed to do them juftice.
Amongft the numerous anecdotes that are
‘cited of his impartial equity, I fhall relate
only one. A Sangiak meeting with a Vene-
tian merchant, near to old Cairo, made him
difmount, and tore from him his fbaw/,
Al being informed of it, fent for the offen-
der, (though a Sengiak) reprimanded him
feverely in the prefence of the foreigner,
forced him to make a public apology, and
- was very near taking off his head. This
integrity, which he obferved in every part of
his adminiftration, rendered the Egyptians
happy. They thought they faw the revival
of the golden age. Even at this day, they
never
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never ceafe to blefs his memory, and to fing
his praifes.

Ali Bey had purchafed a female flave,
who had been carried off from the Red
Ruffia. She was beautiful. Her white
locks flowing to the ground, a noble ftature,
a complexion of the moft dazzling fairnefs,
blue eyes arched ever with black eyebrows;
thefe were amongft the {malleft treafures
with which nature had adorned the young
Maria.. She had a foul far fuperior to her
beauty. Never could the misfortune of her
deftiny prevail on her to comply with the
defires of her mafter. He fpoke of his
power, but fthe fhewed him that fthe was
free even in her chains. He tried to dazzle
her with the fplendor that {urrounded him.
She appeared infenfible to the allurements.
of grandeur. Charmed with the loftinefs
of her charatter, a fentiment was deeply
imprefled in his own mind; he addreffed her
with the ardour of a lover, and offered her
his hand, on condition of her renouncing
chriftianity. ~ Maria, though the felt an
mclination for a man who had treated heg

with
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with all the refpect due to her fex, had the
courage to refufe. At length, he permitted
HKer. to remain in the religion of her f. fathers,
provided fhe ga we no exterior marks of it,
and he obmmed her confent. He loved
her tenderly, and as long as he lived he had
no other wife.
Having attained the pinnacle of greatnefs,
- Ali did not forget the authors of his being.
On his reconciliation with the Porte, he
entrufted to Tewfaoui the efcort of the
Kbhafié, fent annuaily to Conflantinople,
charging him to pafs into Natolia, and to
bring to him his father and his family.
On hearing of their arrival at Boulak, he went
to meet them, followed by a numerous re-
. tinue. As foon as he perceived-the aged
Daoud, he difmeunted from his horfe, flew .
to meet him, and throwing himfelf on his
knees, kifled his feet, calling him his father. -
The old man fhed tears of joy, and this was
the happieft day of his life. He embraced
his fifter, and a nephew he prefented him,
After this tender .acknowledgment, he con.
ducted them to his palace which looked
upon

o |
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upon the fquare of the Efbekié (f). The
Marmalukes eagerly prefled forward to wafh
the feet of the father of their mafter, and
after cloathing him in a magnificent drefs,
he was introduced into the Haram, where
the wife of 4/ loaded him with careffes.

Daoud, mounted on a {uperb horfe, was
conduéted to the hall of the Divan. The
Beys, the Pacha himfelf, complimented him,
and made him prefents. After feven months
ftay in Egypt, he was defirous of returning
into his own country, and Ali fent him
back to his native place laden with riches.
You fee, Sir, that events fimilar to the
hiftory of Jofeph frequently occur in
Egypt (g).

The Scheik Elbalad, wifhing to give a
freth proof of his friendfhip to Mahomed
Abou-Dabab, and to attach him by an in-

(f) The name of the largeft fquare of Cairo. The
Beys in general have their palaces here.

(g) Jacob being arrived in Egypt, Jofeph mountal on
his charior, and went to meet his father. On perceiving
him, he immediately defcended, and « fell on his neck and
wept.” - Genefis, chaps 46.  This new jofeph fhewed no
lefs tendernefs for his relations.

VO L.t M difioluble
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difioluble tie, beftowed his fifter in marriage
on him. For three days their nuptials were
celebrated by illuminations, by horfe races,
and brilliant entertainments. But this was
only accumulating favours on a traitar, who
was meditating in filence the ruin-of his
benefactor.  Connefed fecretly with the
remains of Ibrahim’s family, he afpired
to the fovereign power. Ambition and
thirlt of gold (%) ,had corrupted his
heart. Every method by which he might
poflibly attain _the .dignity OF - Scheik
Elbalad appeared 'to him legitimate. . The
Sangiaks with whom he had ~an under-
ftanding, being no ftrangers to his avarice,
gavc.hir-n confiderable fums to engage him
to put 4/ out of the way. Knowing how
difficult his own vigilance, and the love of
thofe. about him, rendered the execution of
this plot, and fearing for his life, he deferred
it to a more favourable moment, and kept
the gold. But to encreafe the confidence
of his friend, and ftill more to blind him,

(%) He was called Abou Dabab, Father of gold, onaca

count of his avarice.

he
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he difcoveréd. thg confpiracy. = This con-
feffion  fucceeded beyond his c)ipe&.ation,
The tendernefs of % for a brother-in-law, :
to whom he thought bimfelf indebted for
his life,. became .exceflive. Abou;, Dakbab
never loft. fight rof his infamous projet.
He attempted the fidelity of Tentaoui, and
offered him ' 300,000, livres to. murder ‘his
patron, whilft he played at chefs with him.
This brave chief® flew immediately to ac-
quaint .A4/7 with the propofal. The Scheik
Elbalad, too much, prejudiced in favour of
Mahomed, only laughed at it. The traitor
defeated in this, tried another method. He
endeavoured to force his wife to poifon a
brother fhe loved, by prefenting him a difh
of coffee.  She rejected, the propofition with
horror, and fent a faithful flave to conjure
Ali to be,upon his guard, and to fear every
thing from Abou Dahab; as his moft dan-
gerous enemy. So many warnings ought
to have opened his eyes, but his tendérnefs
for him was exceffive. - He could not be-
lieve in crimes his own heart revolted at,
and the confcioufnefs of his bounties removed
every apprehenfion.

M 2 In
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In 1768, the Ruffians declared war againft
the Porte, and their fleets penetrated into the
Mediterranean. The Scheik Elbalad, ac-
cording to cuftom, levied twelve thoufand
men to fend to the affliftance of the Grand
Signior. His enemies availed themfelves of
this circumftance to ruin him. They wrote
to the Divan of Conftantinople, that the
troops he was collecting were deftined to
ferve in the Ruffian armies, with which
court he had formed a treaty of alliance.
The letter was figned by feveral Beys.  The
calumny was credited without further ex-
amination, and the Sultan immediately dif-
patched a Capigi Bachi, with four Satellites,
to take off his head. Fortunately for 4/,
he had a trufty agent in the council.” He
fent off without lofs of time, two couriers,
one by fea, the other by land, to acquaint
him with this treachery. They arrived be--
fore the Grand Signior’s meflengers. The
Scheik Elbalad kept the matter fecret.
He fent to Tentaouz, in whom he placed
great confidence, and difcovering to him .
the myftery, commanded him to difguife
himfelf like an Arab, and to go with twelve

Mamalukes,
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Mamalukes, twenty miles diftant from
Cairo, and" wait for tht_: Grand Signior’s
emiflaries. You will take from them, add-
ed he, their difpatches, and you will put
them to death.

Tentaoui acquitted himfelf perfettly well
of his commiffion. After waiting fome
time in the ftation affigned him, the Capigi
Bachi and his Satellites made their appear-
ance. He laid hold of their perfons, wrefted
from them the fatal order, flew them all,
and buried them in the fand. Poflefled of
the Firman the Scheik Elbalad affembled the
chiefs of the republic, and after communi-
cating it, he addreffed them: ¢ How long
¢ fhall we fubmit to be the vi€tims of the
defpotifm of the Ottoman Porte? What
confidence can we have in treaties with
her? A few years fince, the made a part
* of the chiefs of this republic perith, con-
“ trary to all juftice. Several amongft you
witneffed that bloody execution, and ftill
bear the marks of it. Behold the blood
of four of your colleagues, with which
this marble we are this moment tread-
ing on.is {ill red. To-day my death is

M 3 ¢ ordered,
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¢« ordered. To-morrow will be demanded
« the head of him who fhall fill iy place,
“ This is the moment to fhake off the yoke
¢ of a defpot, who, violating our privileges
< and our laws, feems to difpofe of our
« lives as he thinks proper. ' Let us join
« our arms to thofe of Ruffia. Letus free
¢ this republic from the-domination of a
¢ barbarous mafter. ' Aid me with your
<« efforts; and T will'anfwer for the liberty
« of Egypt.” <'This difcourfe produced all
the effect that 4/ ‘had-a right to expett
from it.  The fixteen Beys of his party ex-
claimed with one voice, that war muft be
declared againft the Grand Signior. Such
as were of a contrary opinion, unable to
oppofe the projeét, promifed to fecond it
with all their power. The Pacha received
an order to quit Egypt in four and twenty
hours, The Scheik Elbalad communicated
this refolution to the Prince of Acre, pro-
mifing to joimr his troops with thofe of
Egypt, in order to conquer Syria.

“As foon as the Divan of Conitantinople
heard of the rebellion of the Beys, and of

the ﬁorm that menaced Syria, they com-
manded
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manded the Ba-cﬁzit of ‘Damafcus to attack
Scheik "Daber "}S_éfo.rg"F\ this junétion took
place. This Viccroy- marched immediately
at the head of twenty thoufand men, haftily
colle@ted, to furprize St. John of Acre.
The old Prince, who all his life had made
war againft the Turks, was not at all alarm-
ed at their approach. He mounts on horfe-
back, calls together his feven fons, whorall
commanded fortified caftles, and putting
himfelf at the head of nine thoufand horfe-
men, marches ftrait towards ‘the ‘enemy.
Whilft one of his fons harraffed themwith
a body of light-cavalry, Scherd Daber~went
and took  poft near Lake Tyberias.”  “Heé wias
informed of all their motion%f‘“‘"’\?!‘ﬁféﬁ?ﬁc
‘knew for certain that the Turks i‘_&’@fe*r?cﬁ‘r
at hand, he feparated His troopsinto three
divifions. He ordered the two firft to' con-
ceal themfelves in the mountains untit he
gave the fignal. As for himfelf, abandon-
ing his -é'amp‘ full of provifions, he retreated
to fome diftance.- At the begihning of the
night; ‘the Pacha, thinking to furprize the
Arabs, advanced in filence, under favour of
ﬂllc' ‘darknefs.” Heé 'reaches the Camp, and

: M 4 the
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the few troops left in it fled precipitately
after 2 flight fkirmith. Their flight he at-
tributed to fear, and his foldiers, heated by
a forced march, looked upon the abundant
provifions they found there as a conquett,
and drank greedily of the wine. At the
break of day Scheik Daher gave the ap-
pointed fignal, and the three corps of ca-
valry poured together into the camp, fabre
in hand. Finding nothing but drunken
men, they had no trouble but to flay them.
They killed eight thoufand of them, made
a great number of prifoners, and took all
the tents, arms, and baggage of the Pacha,
who efcaped during the tumult, and hid
himfelf within the walls of Damafcus,
The Scheik difpatched a courier to Grand
Cairo with the news of his viGory, and re-
turned into his principality.

A#, feeing his ally in fafety, turned his
arms to anqther quarter.  He had formerly,
as we have {een, furveyed the Jemen, and the
eaftern coaft of the Red Sea. Judging what
advantages he might derive from the com-
merce and productions of thofe countries,
if he could fubje¢ them to his government,

he
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he levied two armies, the one of twenty-fix
thoufand cavalry, the other of nine. - The
command of the former he gave to his bro-
ther-in-law, and that of the f{econd to
Ifmael Bey. Abou Dabab was to attack
Arabia Felix, and the interior provinces;
Ifmael the maritime towns, and the fea-
ports. He gave the Generals the plans
they were to follow, and equipped a flect to
coaft along the Red Sea, and fupply them
with provifions. He had calculated, like
an able warrior, the obftacles they had to
furmount, and fuccefs depended on their
fidelity in carrying his orders into execution.
‘The Egyptian Cohorts left Egypt in 1750.
Whilft they were on their march to the con-
queft of Arabia, the Scheik Elbalad remained
in the capital, where he gave up his whole
attention to the internal police of the king-
dom, and to the happinefs of"the people.
The cuftom-houfes of Egypt had long
been in the hands of Jews, who committed
horrid depredations, and harrafied foreigners
with impunity. He removed them, and
entrufted their adminiftration to Chriftians
of Syria, with a particular recommendation

to
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to favour the European merchants.  He wasg
fenfible how flourithing Egypt might bé:
come by commerce. *His project was ‘to
open it to all the nations of the world, and
to render it 'the emporium of the merchan-
dize of Europe, India, and Africa. To
effet this, it was only neceflary to provide
for the fecurity of the caravans, and to put
the merchants under the protection of the
laws ; which he did, by checking on every
fide the vagabond Arabs, and by eftablith-
ing at Grand Cairo, Selim, Aga, and Soli-
man, Kiaia of the Janizaries to protect the
merchants, and to fee juftice done them.
With the fame view he ordered his Gene-
rals to leave officers in the fca-ports they
might take, to receive the vefiels from In-
dia, and to defend them againit the natives
of the country. He was not long in reap-
ing the fruits of his wife adminiftration.
He had the happinefs to ‘fee the Egyptians
relieved, ftrangers favourably ‘received, the
public fafety cﬁabhfhcd agriculture “en-
couraged, and the chubhc raifed to a pitch
of fplendor fhe never had attained’ from the
firft hour of her exiftence. :
' Whilft
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Whilft he was thus glorioufly employed,
his Generals triumphed in Arabia. 44z
Dabab conquered the Jémen in one cam-
paign, deftroyed the Scherif of Mecca, and
fubftituted in his place the Emir Abdalla,
who, to pay his court to Ali, gratified him
with the pompous title of Sultan of Egypt
and the two feas. Ifmael, on his fide, made
himfelf mafter of all the towns bordering
on the eaftern fhore of the Arabic Gulph.
They returned to Cairo covered with lau-
rels. 'The inhabitants received them with
loud acclamations, and their triumphs were
celebrated by fplendid feftivals.

Alihad not laid afide the expedition againft
Syria. In 1771 he fent Mahamed Abou
Dabab to attempt that conqueft, at the head
of forty thoufand men, Whilft thefe troops
were traverfing the defart, veflels equipped
at Damietta, tranfported to St. John of Acre
the neceflary fupplies for them. Availing
himfelf, like an able politician, of the pre-
fent circumftances, the Scheik Elbalad
wrote to Count Alexis Orlow, then at Leg-
horn, to form a treaty of alliance with the
Emprefs of Ruffia, He offered the Admi-

ral
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ral on his part, money, provifions, and {o]-
diers ; requiring only a few engineers, and
engaged to unite his forces with thofe of the
Ruflians to overthrow the Ottoman throne.
The Count thanked A/, encouraged him in
his glorious enterprize, made him great pro-
mifes, which were never realized, and aflured
him that he fhould lofe no time in laying
his difpatches before his fovereign.

He had deputed the year before a Vene-
tian merchant called Rofetti, to propofg an
alliance with the Republic of Venice, and
to encourage her to retake from the Turks
thofe iflands and delightful provinces fhe
had formerly poffefied in the Mediterranean,
He promifed to aid her with all the forces of
Egypt, and to re-eftablith there her an-
cient commerce ; but the Republic declined
this hardy enterprize.

During thefe negotiations, Abou Dabat,
affifted by the counfels and the fuccours
of the Prince of Acre, took all the towns
of Syria from the Ottomans, and drove them
before him like a flock of fheep.. Arriving,
on the gth of March, near the walls of Gaza,
which was provided with a ftrong garrifon,

he
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he carried it by ftorm in three days. Rama
coft him more time and trouble. The be-
fieged defended themfelves with fuch intre-
pidity, that he could not become mafter of
it by force. He formed a blockade, and,
after a- month’s refiftance, it capitulated.
The Governor had made his efcape, dreading
the fate that awaited him. The Turks
durft not appear in the field, and defended
themfelves only under fhelter of their walls.
After thefe two conquefts the victor laid
fiege to Naplous, formerly Neapolis. The
obftinate refiftance of the befieged, joined
to the inexperience of the Egyptians in the
ufe of artillery, protratted the fiege. Va-
rious encounters took place round the walls,
but without any decifive fuccefs. Abou
Dabab, defparing of carrying the place by
{torm, contracted his lines of circumvalla-
tion, and carried it by famine. He then
turned his arms againft Jerufalem, called by
the Mahometans, as well as the Chriftians,
the Holy City, and which they held in great
veneration, pretending that Mahomet was
miraculoufly tranfported thither, where he

prayed
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/
prayed in the company of the Prophets (%)
Having {ummoned it to furrender, the Go-
vernor and the High-Prieft fent a deputation
‘to him with prefents. They conjured him
‘to avert the ftorm from the walls of Jeru-
falem, to refpect the place where the Pro-
phet had offered up his prayers, affuring him
that if he {ucceeded in reducing Damafcus,
they would fubmit to follow the fate of the
capital, and open their gates.to him. The
Egyptian Generalacquiefced in their requeft,
and led his troops to Faffa, the ancient
Joppa. It is built on a rock that projects
into the fea. Its fortifications and advan-
tageous pofition rendered the fiege long and
. bloody. For two months, Abowu Dabab
battered the walls with all his artillery ; but
as it neither was confiderable, nor directed
by {kilful engineers, he could not make any
breach in them. The Egyptians made many
affaults, and the intrepid Mamalukes mount-

(7) « Praife to God! who has tranfported, during the
“ night, his fervant of the Temple of Mecca to the Tem-
“ple of Jerufalem, the enclofure of which we have
“blefled in order to leave the marks of our power,”
Coran, ehap. 17.

3 ed



ON_. 8 & X B T. 175

ed to the top of the ramparts, but they were
repulfed with lofs. A part of the befieged,
however, had perifhed. Such as remained,
f'c:a.rmtr to be put to the fword, fhould the
place be carried by ftorm,. at length capitu-
lated. The General, after leaving a firong
oarrifon, repaired to St. John: of Acre at
the beginning of September The Arab
Prince reccwed him with joy, congratulated
him on his fuccefs, and fupplied him with
provifions and ammunition.

Mahomed, after giving his troops a fort-
night’s repofe, marched to attack Seide, the
ancient Sidon, near which flourifhed in for-
mer days the city of Tyrc, {o celebrated for
her commerce, her arts, and her navy. The
peninfula on which it ftands prefents nothing
but ruins. Seide furrendered on the firft
fummons. Mafter of the moft important
towns in Syria, Abou Dabhab proceeded to
the capital. Damafcus, fituated in a rich
* plain, is furrounded by rivulets, and gar-
dens filled with orange, piftachio, and pome-
granate, and a multitude of other fruit-
‘trees, bearing the moft delicious fruits. Ex-
quifite {weetmeats are made of them, which

ferve
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ferve in the Soréet, or Sherbet, and which
are fold throughout the eaft. Nothing can
be more beautiful, gayer, or more frefh than
the environs of this city. Nothing is to
be feen on every fide but groves, rivulets,
and charming pavillions, where Turkith ef-
feminacy is lulled afleep on cufhions of vel-
vet and of fattin. The Arabs call it Ech-
chams, the City of the Sun. The water is
of an admirable quality for the tempering
of fteel; and the arms, the poniards, the
fabres, fabricated here, are renowned
throughout the world. 'The Pacha was
fhut up there with a numerous garrifon.

For two months he defended it with cou-
rage. At the end of November, feeing the
walls overthrown, the advanced works de-
ftroyed, and the enemy ready to mount to the
affault, he fled during the night, and the
city furrendered. The garrifon had retired
into the citadel. It was neceffary to form a
fecond fiege, and it coft the Egyptians many
éfforts to get pofiefiion of it.

* The Turks had now no confiderable place
remaining but Aleppo.- The capture of that
city would have fecured to the Republic of

: Egypt
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Egypt the entire pofieflion of Syria; but
Abou Dabab feared Yeft this conqueft might
retard his defigns. He had long meditated
the ruin of 4/, his patron, his brother in
law, his friend. The defire of gaining the
foldiery, by making them the companions
of his victories, had alone induced him to
take arms, and influenced all his meafures.
The intereft of Egypt, which the union
with Syria would have rendered independent
of the Porte, had no part in his projeéts.
No fooner was he fure of his officers
and foldiers, than, after making them take
an oath of fidelity, he hoifted the ftandard
of rebellion. He withdrew all his garri-
fons from the conquered places, and ren-
dering abortive the fruit of fo much blood
{pilt; and of a whole year of conquefts, hg
re-entered Egypt. On his departure the
Turks retook, without a ftruggle, the cities
he had taken from them, raifed their walls,
and added new fortifications. Abou Dahab,
thus elated with fuccefs, did not dare at
firft to attack the capital, where his rival
was too powerful. He kept along the wef-
tern coaft of the Red S=a, croffed the de-

Vor. II. N fart,
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-fart, and marched into upper Egypt.. It
.was then he made an open difplay of his
scriminal intentions.~ He took Girgé, and
_other important towns. By force, or by ad-
drefs, he gained the Beys who commanded
there, and defcended towards Cairo.

Al Bey repented, but teo late, having
followed the emotions of his heart, ra-
ther than the diftates of prudence, by
_placing in the hand of a traitor a command
with which he fhould never have entrufted

~ him. He ftill had refources, and he haften-
ed to oppofe them to his enemy. Having
colleted twenty thoufand men, he put at
their head -Ifiael Bey, on whofe experience
and fidelity he thought he could fafely
reckon: ..Abou Dabab was incamped near
;Gaza ; Ali ordered his General to take poft
" .near to Old Cairo, and prevent the enemy
from pafiing the river. Nothing was more
eafy; but the perfidious Ifinac/, bafely be-
traying the interefts of his patron, formed
a treaty of alliance with Abou Dalab, and
_‘paﬁhd over to his camp. The junétion of
the two armies was a thunderftroke for the
generous A4, In the firft emotions of de-
g 3 I idpair,

= ==ta ra
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{pair, he determined to thut himIf up in
the caftle of Grand Cairo with his few brave
adherents, and to bury himfelf under its
ruins. - The fons of Scheik Dabker, who
loved him, reprefented to him the folly of
this refolution, and conjured him once more
to efcape with them to St. John of Acre.
He felt the wifdom of their counfel, and
followed it. He wrote inftantly to Count
Orlow, requefting him to fend fome war-
like ftores, and fome officers to him into
Syria. He entrufted thefe difpatches to the
Armenian Jacob, who had already acquit-
ted himfelf of a fimilar commiffion, col-
leGted his treafures, and loaded them on
twenty camels. He fent to demand from
Mallem Reifk, whom he had made Intendant
of the revenues of Egypt, all the money he
had colle&ed ; but the knave had hid him-
felf, and it was impofiible to find him. In
the middle of the night, A/ Bey, accom-
panied by the fons of Scheik Daher, by
Tentaoui, Rofluan, Haffan, Kalil, Mourad,
Abd Errohman, Latif, Mouftafa, Ibrahim,
Zoulficar, Hacheph,” Ofman, Selim, Aga,
and Soliman, Kiaia of the Janizaries, all
N2 Beys
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Beys of hit creation, and about yoco troops,
left Cairo for the third time, and fled acrofs
the defarts. He carried with him twenty-
four millions of livres (about one million
fterling) in gold and filver.  After five days
forced march, he arrived on the 16th of
April, 1772, atthe gates of Gaza, and his
troops began to breathe. The treafen of
two men, on whofe friendfhip he had the
{tricteft claims, rent his heart with forrow.
He fhuddered at the very name of Alou
Dabab, and his bleod beiled in his veins.
This agitation, added to the fatigue of fo
difficult a route, brought on a ferious ma-
lady. A prey to the moft gloomy melan-
choly, he looked for death with a fort of
confolation. Liberty procured to Egypt,
Arabia fubmitted to his fway, juftice efta-
blifhed in the cities, commerce flourithing,
the gcod he had already done the people;
all thofe advantages, which it was the
wifh of his heart ftill further to procure
them, he faw for ever vanithed, and this
bitter refle&tion filled the meafure of his
misfortunes. Whilft he was cruelly fuffer-
ing under thefe poignant carés, the Scherk

4 ¢ Dabc‘r,
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Dater, that refpectable old man, his faith-
ful friend, his proteéter in adverfity, came
to vifit him in his tent,  After mingling his
tears with thofe of Ali, he called him his
fon, and tried by exhortations full of fenfe
antt tendernefs, to communicate fome com-
fort to his forrows. He reprefented to him
that his fituation was not defperate, that the
Ruflian fquadron was at hand, and that,
with this fuccour, he might ftill regain the
dignity from which he had been precipi-
tated by treafon. How powerful are the
tender cofolations of friendfhip on fenfible
hearts! It is a falutary balm that penetrates
all our fenfes, and heals, as if by enchant-
ment, the wounds both of the foul and of
the body. Al experienced its effetts, and
hope once more appeared to renew the lamp
of life. The Arab Prince had brought with
him a phyﬁc:ian; whom he left with his
fick friend, and he recovered his health in
a few weeks,

A detachment of the Ruffian {quadron
appearing before Acre, /. took the ad-
vantage of this opportunity to write to
Count Orlow. -~ He made the fame requeft as

N betore,

(ad
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before, defiring him to fend him fome can-
non and engineers, and a corps, of three
thoufand Albanians. . He affured him, that
immediately after his reinftatement, all the
forces of Egypt fhould be at his difpofal.
Befides this, he addrefled a letter to the
Czarina, in which he follicited her alliance,
and propofed to her a commercial treaty with
Egypt. Zulficar Bey, the bearer of thefe dif-
patches, was commiflioned to prefent to the -
Rufiian Admiral three fine horfes, richly
caparifoned. It is certain that if Ruffia had -
only fent this feeble fuccour to the SCHEIK
EvLBALAD, be would have triumphed over bis
enciies, and bave been proclaimed King of
Egypt. Nor can it be doubted from his
charalter, and every concurrent circumftance,
that he would have delivered mto the hands
of the Ruffians the commerce of the eafiern
world, and have granted them ports in tha
Red Sea and the Mediterranean. This al-
liance might have operated a total change of
affairs in the eaft. The Ruffian fhips fet
fail for Paros the 18th of May, 1772, and
conducted the Ambaflador of - A/7.
The precipitate retreat of Abow Dakab
had
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had given the Turks™ time to- régain their
poffeflions, and'to fortify them. Al en-
deavoured to- expel them a fecond time.’
Having formed a corps of f{ix thoufand
men, he gave the command of it to the
brave Tentaouis, and ordered him to attack
Seide. Scheik Lebi, and Schetk Crim, one
the fon, the other the fon-in-law of the
Prince of Acre, joined.the Egyptian Chief,
and marched in concert with him. In their
route they fell in with the celebrated Hajfan
Pacha, who was expecting them, in an ad-
vantageous poft, at the head of thirteen
thoufand men. Notwithftanding their in-
feriority, they did not hefitate to give him
battle. Their cavalry was excellent. They
ruthed in a body on the Turks, broke
through their ranks, cut a great number
of them in pieces, and put the reft to
flight. The fugitives conveyed the alarm
to Seide, which inftantly opened her gates
to the conquerors. ‘Tentaoui leaving 2
garrifon in the town, under the orders of
Haffan Bey, returned to the camp, where:
he received the compliments of Ali, and of
the Prince of Acre.

N 4 On
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On the 13th of Auguft in the fame year,
Ali marched againft Jaffa, accompanied by
the valiant fons of the Scheik Daher. 'This
prince equipped two veflels to carry ammu-
nition and provifions to the aflailants. As
foon as the troops were affembled before the
place, ithc: general fummoned the comman-
dant to f{urrender, and on his refufal laid
fiege to it. He battered the walls for forty-
days, but his artillery was too weak to form
any confiderable breach. Neverthelefs he
gave the fignal for the affault, apd his fol-
diers went to it with intrepidity. The difli-
culty of ftorming the place, and the valour
of the befieged, compelled him to retreat.
Defpairing of being able to carry it by force,
he formed a blockade and determined to
take it by famine. During the blockade,
he fent Tentaoui with a detachment of
cavalry to fuprize Gaza, This brave cap-
tain fet off like lightning, carried ;the place
on the firft Qn[cf, and after leaving a garri-
fon, returned to the camp covered with
laurels. The inhabitants of Jaffa receiving
fuccours by fea, defended themfelves with
refolution. They were in want of nothing

but
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but wood. The adjacent country is de-
lightful; it is interfeCted with gardens deli-
cioufly thaded by orange and lemon trees.
They are fupplied by copious {prings, which
gliding from the foot of the mountain ferves
to water them, and preferve their perpetual
verdure. Thefe beautiful trees are at one
{eafon of the year loaded both with flowers
and fruit. 4/ had fpared them. = Perceiv-
ing however that the befieged came and cut
them down, and carried them off under
favour of the night, he made them all fuffer
the fame fate, and deftroyed thefc charming
plantations. :

Whilft all this was going on, A/%’s am-~
baffador, and the Armenian Jacob returned
from their miffion on board of an Englith
vefiel commanded by Captain Brown. Count
Orlow fent him two Ruffian officers with
difpatches, in which he aflured him of his
friend(hip, and promifed him powerful fuc-
cours. Thefe officers prefented him, on the -
part of the admiral, with #bree brafs field
pieces, four pounders, soo balls, and Srven
barsels of powder. This was all the affift-

l : ance
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ance he derived from the ma;mxﬁccnt pro-
mifes of Count Alexis!!

The fiege ftill continved. Clinginof, a
Ruffian captain, raifed a new battery of three
cannon, twelve pounders, with which he
did great damage to the town. He had
already beat down a part of the wall, when
defirous of obferving the effeét of the artil-
lery, and looking through an embrafure, he
was killed by a mufket thot. A fhort time
before, this brave officer embarked with one
fingle man during the night, to burn the
"Furkith fhips at ‘anchor in the harbour.
Being difcovered, before he could put his
defign in execution, the fire from the ram-
parts obliged him 'to make a precipitate
fetreat,

Captain Brown made an addltlon of fix
cannon to thofe which were already playing
-gn the town. Thefe various batteries at
Jength formed practicable breaches. 4/
founded the charge, and his troops mounted
to the affault. In fpight of their ardour,
they were obliged to give way to the valour
of a numerous garrifon, who were continu-
=zlly receiving frefh reinforcements by fea.

3 Several
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Several Ruffiarr fhips, at the requeft of 4/,
approached Jaffa, bombarded the town for
two days, and beat down a part of the
houfes ; but fearing to be thrown upon the
coaft, if the wefterly winds fhould blow
with violence, they quitted this dangerous
road. Thefe multiplied attacks had reduced
the befieged to great extremity. They faw
~nothing around them but heaps of ruins.
The governor, terrified, efcaped during the
night, and eluding the vigilance of the
enemy, gained Naplous where his brother
“commanded. The next day, the thirty-firft
of January, 1773, A/ entered the town.
This bloody fiege coft him three Beys, and
a great number of Mamalukes. He deli-
vered the place to the Prince of Acre who
had fupplied his army with ftores and pro-
vifions. :
Whilft he lay encamped before Jaffa,
Mallem Reifk, the Intendant of the Cuftom-
houfe of Egypt, came and found him in his
tent, in the difguife of a Dervife. His fun-
burnt vifage, his meagre appearance, his
dirty andtorn garments, rendered him diffi-
cult to be known. He pleaded in his ex-

cufe,
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cufe, that as foon as he learnt the elevation
of Abou Dabab, dreading the avarice of that
traitor, he had buried his riches, and efcaped
into the defarts, where for above a year he
had led a miferable life. 4% feeing him
wretched, took pity on his hard fortune,
forgot his perfidy, and fupplied him with
cloaths and imoney. At the fame period,
the camp witnefled another example of the
viciffitude of human affairs. The Emir
Abdalla, who by Ali’s orders had been
elevated to the principality of Mecca, in the
place of the Scherif; came likewife to im-
plore his affiftance. The enemy had re-
ftored his rival, and he was obliged to fly.
Ali confoled him, loaded him with prefents,
and he returned to Medina. It is thus that
the misfortune of the Chief of the Egyptian
Repubhc involves the downfal of every
perfon attached to his party.

After the capture of Jaffa, the Scheik
Elbalad led his troops to Rama, which was
carried fword in hand. Thefe fuccefics
raifed the hopes of his partizans, and infpired
him with the confidence of rctui'ning tri-
umphant to Grand Cairo. A4/ had con-

: ﬂantly
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{tantly maintained a correfpondence with the
chiefs of the Janizaries, who have great
power in the capital. The promifes with
which he flattered them, and the averfion
with which Abou Dabab’s avarice infpired
them, determined them openly to efpoufe
Ais party, and to demand his recal.  They
wrote to him, that he might return, and
that they would defend his interefts. This
news overwhelmed him with joy; he im-
parted it to his friends, and prepared for his
return to Egypt. Scheik Daber was of a
different opinion. He advifes him to wait
the promifed fuccours of the Ruffians, to
foment divifions amongft the chiefs of the
Republic, to be previoufly well affured of
the difpofition of the troops in his favour,
and not rafhly rifk his fortune and his life.
Thefe councils, di¢tated by prudence, were
not followed. .4/, impatient to return to
Grand Cairo, and humble his enemies,
- fondly imag'nzd he was marching to vic-
tory. He. colle@ted the garrifons of the
conquered towns, raifed contributions in
themn, “arrived at -Gaga the 211t of March,
and left it on the 4th of April, 1773.

His
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His whole cavalry confifted of two thou-
~ fand men, and two hundred and fifty Ma-
malukes. Three thoufand four hundred
Mograbi compofed his infantry.  Tentasus,
Kalil, Latif, Haffan, Abd Errobman, Msurad,
Selim the Aga, and Sofiman Kiaia of the
Janizaries, were all his remaining Beys.
Six hundred and fifty horfe, commanded by
the fon and fon in law of Scheid Daber,
accompanied this little army, which formed
in all fix thoufand three hundred and ten
combatants. '

Abou Dabab had fent twelve thoufand
men to Salakia, a town fituated on tha
Ifthmus of Suez, to oppofe A/i's paflage.
As foon therefore as he approached this
place, thefe troops advanced to meet him,
and ranged themfelves in line of battle.
The Scheik Elbalad, without hefitation, ac-
cepted the challenge. He rufthed upon him
with the rapidity of lightning. He fought
fabre in hand at the head of his Mama-
lukes, who, encouraged by his prefence,
carried deftruction through the ranks. The
encmy fuftained this. terrible fthock  for
four hours. At length, penetrated in all

22 parts,
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parts, they fled into the defart,. leaving 2
great number of df:ad upon the field of
‘battle. This glorxou.s victory encouraged
the little troop of 4/, whoe thought them-
felves invincible under {o brave a .leader.
Profiting by the ardour of his warriors, he
advanced directly to Grand Cairo.- ‘The
fugitives carried the news of their defeat, and
of his approach. = 4bou Dabab aflembled
the Beys brought over to his intereft, and
the principal people, and addreffed them ia
thefe terms : ““ Brave chiefs of the Repub-
“ lic, and you Egyptians, who cherifh the
¢ law of our Prophet, you know A4/, He
“ 15 a chriftian in his heart, and has con-
tracted alliances with the infidels. He
wifhes to fubjet this country, that he
may abolifh the religion of Mahomet, and
force you to adopt chriftianity. Rz-
MEMBER WHAT THE EUROPEANS
HAVE DONE IN INpia; the Muflulmen
of thofe rich conntries received them
with kindnefs, admitted them into their
ports, granted them faGories, and made
commercial treaties with them. What
was the confequence? The Chrifians

¢ have
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have ravaged their provinces, defiroyed theiy
cities, comgquerced their kingdoms, and after
reducing them to flavery, have eftablithed
idolatry (4) on the ruins of the true reli-
gion. Faithful Muffulmen, a fimilar fate a-
waits you. A4/, the ally of thefe Europeans,
is about to overturn the conftitution of
your empire, to throw open Egypt to
the infidels; and force you to become
chriftians. Aid me to repulfe the enemy
of the Republic, of your laws, of Ifla-
mifm; or prepare yourfelves for all zhe
miferies your BRETHREN OF BENGAL
have fuffered.---Chufe between him and
me.” At the conelufion of this ha-

rangue, Abou Dabab pretended a defire to
abdicate the dignity of Scheik Elbalad, and
to withdraw. But the whole audience pro-
nounced with one unanimous cry, "anathe-
mas againft A4/, and promifed to {pill the
laft drop of their blood in defence of the
common caufe. Availing himfelf adroitly

unable to comprehend our xyflerics

(%) The Mahometans calk us idolaters, Jbecaufe beingy
they fay we worfhip

feveral gods,

of
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of this mement of enthufiafm, Abox Dabas -

publithed a manifefto in the city, by which
every man who loved his religion and his
country was invited to take arms, and be-
fore the clofe of day, twenty thoufand men
were ranged under his banners. He fet out
immediately at the head of this army, to
attack the enemy. “The Janizaries, faithful
to their promife, refufed to follow him, and
waited with tranquillity the refult of the
combat. :

Ali was unprepared for this event. He
no {ooner heard that .Abou Dabab was ap-
proaching with troops, three times fuperior
to his in number, than he abandoned him-.
felf to defpair, and fell dangerouflyill. His
friends advifed him to return to Acre, but he
declared he would fooner perifh than retreat
an inch.

The 13th of April, 1773, the army of
Grand Cairo appeared in the prefence of his
camp. He immediately ranged his troops
in order of battle. Schetk Lebi and Scheik
Crim had the command of the left wing..
The right he gave to Tentaoui, and placed
his infantry in the centre. Having made

Ver. II. O thefe
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thefe able difpofitions, and exhorted the
Chiefs to fight valiantly, he made them
convey him to his tent, for he was too weak
to fit on horfeback. The battle bégan at
eleven in the morning. Both parties charged
with fury, and, in {pite of the inferiority of
Al’s troops, they at firft had the advan-
tage. Scheik Lebi and Scheik Crim glo-
rioufly repulfed the Egyptian _cavalry.
"Tentaoui, at the head of the brave Mama-
lukes, overthrew every thing before him.
Vi&ory was declaring for A, when the
Mograbi, thofe mercenary troops, invariably
led by the allurement of gain, fuffered them-
felves to be corrupted by the fplendid pro-
miles of dbou Dabab, and pafled over to
his fide. ~The fortune of the day was
changed. The fugitives rallied, and having
now but three thoufand men to contend w 1th»
they environed them on every fide, and: ﬂew.
a great number of them. The gencrous,
T entaoui could not furvive his defeat. He
precipitated himfelf into the middle of their
{fquadrons, and fell, covered with wounds,
on a heap of dead, whom he had facrificed. - :
Scheit Lebi, the valiant fon of the Prince-

3 of
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of' Acre, defended himfelf for a long time
with his Arabs, and died combating. Scheik
Crim, opening himfelfa pafiage through the
Egyptian ranks, rode full fpeed to the tent
of Ali, and conjured him to take refuge
with him at St. John of Acre. Mourad,
Ibrahim, Soliman, and Abd Errohman, ar-
rived there alfo, and made the fame remon-
ftrances.. = My friends, replied he, fly, I
command you; as for me, my hour is
come.’  Scarcely had they quitted him be-
fore he was furrounded by the victorious
troops. The Mamalukes, who was near
his tent, defended their mafter to the laft
drop of their blood, and all perifhed with
their arms in their hands. Defpair having
given new force to the unhappy Scheit
Elbalad, he rofe up, and flew the firft two
foldiers who attempted to feize him. He
was fired upon, and wounded with two
balls. At this moment the Lieutenant of
Abou Dabab appearing, fabre in hand, A/
fhot him with a piftol. Swimming in his
blood, he fought like a lion, but a foldier
having beat him down by the back ftroke
ef a fabre, they threw themfelves upon him,

O 2 and
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and carried him to the tent of the conque
ror, The traitor carrying his perfidy to its
greateft height, fhed feigned tears on feeing
him in this condition, dnd tried to confole
him for his difgrace. A/ turned away his
eyes, and uttered not a word. He died of
his wounds eight days after. Others have
affured me that they were not mortal,
and that he was poifoned by his infamous
brother-in-law. This was to complete his
enormities ; nor can we reflect, without fhud-
dering, on the horrors to which men are
‘hurried by ambition.

Ali was of the middle fize ; he had large
eyes, full of fire; his carriage was graceful
and noble, and his characer frank and ge-
nerous. Nature had endowed him with an
unfurmountable courage, and a lofty gentus.
Far removed from that barbarous pride
which leads the Turks to defpife ftrangers,
he loved them for their talents, and gene-
roufly repald their fervices. He wifhed ar-
dently for officers to difcipline his troops,
and teach them the European taltics. Hé¢
died the victim of his friendfhip: His mif-
fortune arofe from nourithing and bringing

up
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up a trzutor, "who took advantage of his
bounty to imbitter his days, and to conduct
him to his grave. Had Ruffiz availed her-
felf of his offers, had fhe but granted him
fome engineers, and three or four thoufand
men, he would have made himfelf Sovereign
of Syria and Egypt, and have transferred to
his ally the commerce of Arabia and In-
dia. He perifhed at 45 years of age. The
Egyptians long wept his lofs, and faw them-.
felves again plunged into all the miferies
from which he had delivered them.

As foon as Scheik Daher heard of the
death of A/, and that of his fon, he aban-
doned himfelf to forrow and regret, The
wretched old man threw himflf on his
face upon the earth, covered himfelf with
daft, and fhed torrents of tears. But he
muit foon think of defending his life and his
principality. . A4bou Dabab, elated with his
triumph, determined to take revenge for the
protection afforded by the Arabian Prince to
Ali. He marched againft Syria with the
whole force of Egypt, leaving Ifmael to
govern in his abfence.  Jaffa was the firft
city he attacked. Scheik Crim defended it

O 3 Wi t]_
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with courage, and the fiege was protracted
for fome time. Unfortunately an European,
gained by the promife of Abou Dabas,
{fprung a mine, which overthrew a confide-
rable part of the walls. The Egyptians
entered by the breach, and put a// the inba-
btants to death®.  After this barbarous exe-
cution they marched towards St. John of
Acre. Scheik Daber, who loved his people,
and who was afraid of expoling them to
the fame cruel fate, advifed them to open
their gates to the conquerors, and retired
himfelf into the mountains with his chil-
dren. Alou Dabab meeting with no refift-
ance, {pared their blood. But imagining
that the Monks of Nazareth concealed the
treafures of the Prince, he fent for them,
and commanded them to deliver them upon
the fpot. Thefe unhappy men in vain al-
fured him that they knew nothing of them.

* Baron de Tott has the following paffage in his M-
moirs :—** On approaching the coaft, they fhewed me the
horrid pyramid ereted by Mahomed Bey. This monfter
had formed it of fifteen hundred heads he had ordered to
be cut off, after taking of this town” (Foppa). P.1x ¢
4th party 2d vol. edit. by Jarvis.

He



O'NT RECTH PR %

He todk off the heads of three of them.
Not content ‘with this cruelty, he-. put to
death 'by torture Mallem Ibrabim Saba, the
Intendant of ‘Schezk Daber, to force him (o
difcover thefe imaginary treafures. - Some of
the fons of the Arabian Princ# underwent
the fame fate, but with no more fuccefs.

Here finifthed the crimes of Abou Dabab.
One morning he was found dead in his bed.
It was pretended that he was poifoned by
one of his flaves, but this fact is uncertain.
On this news, the Egyptian troops tool the
route of Grand Cairo, and the traitor Ifinacl
was eleted Scheik Elbalad. The Prince of
Acre immediately defcended from the moun-
tains, and re-entered his principality. The
people celebrated his return by thouts of joy
and folemn feftivals§.

During thefe tranfactions, a Turkith {qua-
dron came to' anchor on the coaft of Syria.

§ The fame enlightened author bears his teftimony to
the virtyes of this good Prince. In {peaking of Acre, he
fays, It was only, therefore, under the guiet and Lenefi-
eent reign of Scheik Daber that the plentiful crops mul-
tiplied our eftablithmientsin Syria; and it is fince the tra-
gical end of that Prince that commerce has begun to de-
gline. P, 319, 4th part, 2d vol. edit. by Jarvis.

O 4 The
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The Captain Pacha (that too celebrated ty- ‘
rant) having obtained permiffion from Scheik
Daher to pay him a vifit, brought him a
Firman of the Grand Signior, granting to
him and his defcendants the fovereignty of
Acre, and ithe pardon of what was paft.
The old man was overcome with joy.
Ready tq drop into the grave, he faid that he
thould die without regret, now that he faw
that power rpndercd legitimate which he
had purchafed by fixty years war and trou-
ble. The Captain Pacha teftified his thanks,
and before he quitted him, prefled him to
come and dine on board his veflel. The
Arabian Prince, after the Firman he had
received, had not the {fmalleft fufpicion of
the treachery intended him, and accepted of
the invitation. On entering the fhip, he
was faluted by a difcharge of artillery, and
the next moment the Admiral drew from his
bofom another Firman, ordering his death,
and inftantly took off his head. This re-
fpc&ab}e oId man, fo bafely betrayed, was
86 years of age. He was adored by his
people, whom he had all his life defended
againft the tyranny of the Pacha, It is

4 thus
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thus that the Divan of Conftantinople treats
the great men under its. dominion! Byt
any ‘Government that employs fuch means
to reduce Princes and Governors to their
duty, betrays its weaknels ; and an empire
which has no other arms to preferveits pro-
vinces with than perfidy, is on the brink of
ruin. When the Greek Emperors, cor-
rupted by effeminacy, flattery, and the {pi-
rit of fect, deftroyed by poifon and the
dagger every perfon who gave them umbrage
in the whole extent of their dominions, they
were foon dethroned, and Conftantinople
pafled into the hands of a more generous
people. At this day, when the degraded
Ottomans maks ufe of fimilar expedients, a
fimilar deftiny awaits them. I believe thefe
refleCtions to be juft; for on perufing with
attention the annals of all hiftory, we fee

Kingdoms fall with the virtue and manners
of the natigns.

LEPTER
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LETTER XLIL

SEQUEL OF THE HISTORY OF ALI.

Hﬁafy of Ifimael Bey become Scheik Elbalad,
Pajaze of Mourad and Ibrabim, Beys in
upper Egypt.  Their conneitions with the
Arabs.  Ifinael difpatches a body of troops
agcinft them, and they retreat into the
Defart.  They fortify thempelves, take
poffeffion of fome of the principal towns in
the diffrict of Said, penetrate as far as
Gaza, and enter into a treaty of alliance
with Ifinael. Re-entering Grand Cairo,
and on the point of being majffacred, they be-
tak: thefelves to flight, retire precipitately to
Girgé, call to their afiffance the Arabians,
and defeat the army which was fint by
Ifinael to oppofe them.  He arrives in per-
Jfom at the bead of a body of trogps. The
affociated Beys contrive means to corrupt
their fidelity; and the Scheik Elbalad re-
tires into Syria with bis treafures. On
their return tothe capital, they promote their
creatures to the rank of Bey, and affume the
governs
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- government of Egypt. Engagement with
HafJan Bey abandoned in the fireets of Grand
Catro, and its confequences.  Mourad con-
dults the caravan of Mecca; and the ufual
tribute being demanded of bim by the Arabs,
be orders them to be bebeaded.  Attacked
and wounded on bis return, be obliges the

enemy to vetreat, His quarrels with Ibra=
bim. :

To Mr. L. M.

Grand Cairo.

I Hope, Sir, it will not be difagreeable to you
to be informed of fuch events as may ferve
as a continuation of the hiftory of 4/, of the
greateft part of which I was myfelf a fpec-
tator. After the death of this valiant chief,
~and that of Mahamed Abou Dabab, I{mael
enjoyed quietly the fruits of his treachery.
Elected Scheik Elbalad, he governed Egypt
as a fovereign. Having diftributed the
provinces amongit his creatures, he was
furrounded by perfons he had protected,
and reigned at Grand Cairo. To fe-
cure his power, he availed himfelf of the
credig
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credit of the Pacha, an artful and enterpri-
fn; man. As foon as he had gained the
Viceroy, and the officers of the Janizaries,
he iffued his commands from one end of
Egypt to the other, and his will became a
law. Educated by Ali, he was exercifed in
the profeffion of arms, was courageous, and .
had a thorough kuowledge of bufinefs, But
all thefe qualities-were tarnifhed by avarice.
He collected gold from every part, and in-
ftead of occupying himfclf with the welfare
of his people, and the glory of the ftate, he
thcaght of nothing but fwelling his trea-
fures. Whilft he imagined he had nothing
to apprehend, Mourad and Ibrahim were
burning with the defire of avenging the
defest of their patron. 'The former, full of
fire and ardour, was courageous and frank,
but inconfiderate ; the latter united to
moderation of charader, an acute under-
ftanding, well adapted to form a party.
Having vowed perpetual friendfhip, they fet
out from Syria with a {mall body of Mama-
lukes attached to their fortune, crofied the
defarts, and proceeded into the Said. Be-
fore they had time to form partizans there,

Ifmael
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Ifmacl fent an army agamﬁ them. Mourad
withed to engage with their handful of men,
but was prevented by the prudence of Ibra-
him, and they retired into the depths of thofe
folitudes where the enemy did not dare to
follow them. During their abode here,
they brought over to their intereft an inde-
pendent Arab prince, promifing to augment
his dominions if, by his means; they
might regain the capital. The Emir,
charmed with the opportunity of affording
protection to difgraced Beys, againft Ifmael
who had attempted to levy contributions
within his jurifdiction, vowed that he would
aid them with all his power. He gave or-
ders for his Arabs to take arms, and fix
thoufand horfemen ranged themfelves in an
inftant under Kis banners. With this little
army they kept along the Nile, took poflef-
fion of the principal towns fituated on its
banks, and defcended towards Cairo. After
defeating feveral parties Ifmael had fent
againft them, they encamped near Giza in
1777 The Scheik Elbalad fet out from the
caftle at the head of a naimerous army, to

fop them at the paffage of the Nile. Whilft
the
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the armies were in prefence of each other,
deputies reciprocally paffed between the two
generals, and treated of an accommodation,
Ifmael, who dreaded the impetuous valour of
Mourad, and the wifdom of Ibrahim, was
unwilling to rifk his fortune on the event of
a battle, and offered to {uffer them to refume
their ftation as members of the Republic.
Peace was figned on this condition. 'They
entered the capital therefore, preceded by the
Arabian prince, who, mounted on a f{uperb
horfe, marched at the head of cavaliers,
armed with fabres and with lances. After
three days ftay at Grand Cairo, feeing the
completion of his defigns, he returned into
his principality, loaded with prefents and
flattering promifes. The reconciliation was
not fincere. Ifmael had feduced his enemies
to deftroy them without fighting. Pofleffed
of the treafures and the power, he imagined
he thould find no difficulty in accomplithing
his project.® The new Beys therefore were
furrounded by precipices on every fide.
Great addrefs was neceffary to avoid the
fhares that were laid for them. In 1778,
the Scherk Elbalad fearing, left if he attacked

' them
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them in their palaces, where they were al-
ways on their guard, the people might take
part with the remains of the houfe of 47,
formed in concert with the Pacha and his
partizans, the refolution to maffacre them
the firft time they appeared at the Divan.
They were apprized of this plot, and efcaped
in the night into upper Egypt. They for-
tified themfelves in Girgé, called the Arabs
to their fuccour, and waited boldly for the
enemy. Ifmael fent a body of cavalry to
purfue them.  The fugitives gave them bat-
tle and difcomfited them. He then marched
himfelf at the head of thirty thoufand men.
Full of confidence in his forces, he reckoned
on a certain viftory. But the dexterous
Ibrahim employed againft him the fame
arts which had proved of fuch fervice to
Abou Dabab. - Acquainted with his avarice,
and knowing that his foldiers were ill paid,
he offered them more confiderable pay, and
promifed to promote the office#® No more
was neceffary to, debauch a part of thefe
mercenary troops, always ready to fell them-
~felves to the beft bidder. Ifinacl no fooner
perceived himfclf abandoned, than he fled
precipitately
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prccipitatcly towards Cairo, loaded fifty
camels with gold and filver, and traverfing
the Ifthmus, he took refuge in Syria. Thig
villain, juftly punifhed for having betrayed
his friend and mafter, from that moment
led a wretched life, in the different provinces
of the Ottoman empire. Ihave been aflur-
ed that he afterwards repaired to Conftan-
tinople, on the faith of the promifes of the
Porte, whofe authority he had reftored in
Egypt, and that the Divan, after ftripping
him of his wealth, had given him up to his
unhappy deftiny.

‘The retreat of Ifmael rendered Mourad
and Ibrabim mafters of the kingdom. They
entered in triumph into Grand Caire, where
they were received with the acclamations of
the people. 'The htter was appointed Scheié
Elbalad, and the former Emir Haji. Their
firft ftep was to depofe the Pacha, who had
been imprudent enough to take part againft
them, by dectaring them enemies of the Grand
Signior. The Caracoulonck, or emiffary.
dreffed in black, repaired to his apartment,
folded up the corner of the carpet, and the
Viceroy immediately retired to Boulak,

: where
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» where he waited hlS orders from Conftanti-
nople. = As foon as a new Pacha was fent,
they thought of raifing their Mamalukes to

' the dignity of Beys. Iaffified at this nomina-
tion, by means of my Turkifh habit. The
Sangiaks were feated at the extremity of the

“hall of council, near to the grating where
the Pacha was. . After delivering to the
Kiaia the names of thofe they wifhed . to
create, he read them with a loud voice,

~ cloathed them with a Caftan, gave them
the Firman of Sangiak, and they were pro-
claimed Beys. This ceremony finifhed, they
conducted the Scheik and the Emir Haji
back to their palaces with pomp. . The
pr"océﬂ'ion' was very brilliant. Ibrahim and
 Mourad, mounted on horfes covered with

‘gold and diamonds, faluted, to the right
and left, the people ranged on each fide,
who repeated their names with thouts of joy,
withing them all fort of profperity. 'Thefe
two. chiefs threw among{t them every in-
ftant, handfuls of Medinas, of Piafters, and
Sequins, which were greedily picked up by
the Egyptians. = They were preceded by fix
hundred Mamalukes magmﬁccntly clad,

Vou.II. P “and
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and mounted on courfers richly caparifoned,
The Janizaries, the Arabs, and the different
bodies of troops followed in good order.
This pompous fpetacle lafted two hours.
Upwards of four hundred thoufand perfons
were fpetators. I could not help being
furprized at fecing fo numerous a body of
men voluntarily {ubmitting themfelves to
feven or eight thoufand foreigners, who have
no other employment than their deftruction.
But the natives of Egypt, gentle and peace-
able, without force, and without energy,
feemed deftined to eternal bondage. Bent
for ages under the yoke of defpotifm, they
fuffer every fort of mifery, without lifting
up their heads. Were they fubje@s of a
mild government, there would not be a
happier people upon earth. In {pight of
their wretched deftiny, they paffionatély
love their country, and nothing can tear

them from it *, :
Ibrahim

* Colonel Capper, in the admirable account he gives, in
his Payage, and Fourney from India, fpeaks as follows of
the Egyptians: “ The prefent Egyptians are an hetero-

¢ gencous mixgure of all nations, and having unfortunatcly

“retained
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Ibrahim and Mourad, hang expelled
Ifmael from Grand Cairo, refolved to ex-
terminate; root and branch, every per-
fon belonging to his houfehold. Above all,
't'hey dreaded Haflan Bey, who, by his gé-
nerofity, his juftice, and his valour, had
gained the favour of the people and the
Grandees: - Not fueceeding by ftratagem,
they determined to make ufe of open vio-
lence. Retiring into the caftle, they directed
a battery of fix cannon againft his palace,
and diftributed bodies of troops in the en-

@ retained only the worft features both of the minds and
¢ perfons of theit anceftors; in my opinion they are now
“ become the moft difagreeable nation on earth, bearing
¢ no more refemblance to the former Egyptians than the
¢ prefent ruins do to their once magnificent buildings.”
The tranflator takes the liberty to remark, that Mr. 8a-
vary pafled three years in, the Colonel only pafled
through the country, The Englifpman, conflitutionally
the advocate for freedom, contents himfelf with abufing
and contemning this unhappy people. The French
writer acknowledges their degraded charaéer, fpares his
invective, benevolently deplores their fate, and philofo-
phically affigns the caufe of it. A citizen of the world
prefers the latter mode of fecing things, and of exprefling

them. Do not Englithmen too often travel thus i—
Tranflater.

P2 virons
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virons to attack it in parts. Haffan de-
fended him{elf valiantly with his Mzt:ma']ilkes,
and repulfed every affault. The noife of
the artillery fpread confternation ;Imtmgﬂ: '
the inhabitants. - War was made’ in" the
mlddIc of the ftrects, and from the tops of the
roofs. On all fides was heard the tumult
of the combatants, horfes falling, and the
cries of the unhappy victims of the diffen-
tion. Bands of wvillains,- takmg advantage
of thc confuﬁon, ran throucrh every quarter
of the city, breaking open doors, entering
into- houfes, and. putting all to fire and
fivord. “The French merchants were dif-
mayed They expe&ed at every inftant to
fee the gate of their diftri forced, their
fortune dcﬁroyed, and to perith amidit their
“wives” and children. I was' préfent at this
tragedy, determined with fome other young
men to-defend the entrance of the ftreet to
the laft drop ‘of blood, and to die -at leaft
in combating.” Our alarms were not ill-
founded.  About two hundred robbérscame
with axes and arms of every kind, to beat
down the only gate we had to fhelter us;
but as it was very ftrong, and they cxpeé‘tcd
3 to
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to meet. Wlth fome r..ﬁﬁance, they went off
another way, and pxllaged the ne1ghb0uf1ng
houfes: Two days and two nights didthe
fcene .of horror laft, during w ‘hicly ‘the’ ntnfc
of .cannon and mufketry, and the fhricks of
defpair were continually heard. ~We were
well able to judge of this, for not one
amongft us had the leaft defire to go to
fleep. At length, on the third day of the
combat, we perceived, from the top of our
terraces, Hg/flan Bey, who, accompamed by
two hundred Mamalukes, fabre in hand
opened a paflage through his enemies;, and
made his efcape form Grand Cairo.” In his
attempt to reach Syria, he fell in with a
body of three thoufand Arabs of the enerny s
- party in the defart, who cut off his retreat.
He ftrove to cut his way through their
fquadrens, and fought moft defperately. All
his Mamalukes perifhed by his fide. Though
- covered with blood, he defended himfelf
for an hour. Being taken, the Arabs
brought him back towards the capital. On
his arrival at Boulak, hé conjured them to
permit him for an inftant to enter the houfe
of a Schcxk his friend, to take a laft farc-
. : P : well
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well of him. They complied with his re.,
queft, and difpatched a courier to acquaint
Mourad that they were bringing his enemy
a prifoner, On this news the Emir Hajj
fent two hundred Satellites to cut off his
head. ='They furrounded the houfe, and
loudly demanded him. The Scheik re-
fufed, and declared that he never would
violate the laws of hofpitality by delivering
up his friend. They were preparing to
carry him off by force. ¢ I will not fuffer
« you, fays Haffan, to expofe yourfelf to
“ the violence of thefe madmen, who would
<« murder you, your wife, and children.
«« Let me go out.” Saying this, he tears
himfelf from thé arms$ of the Scheik, mounts
upon the terrace, pafles over to another,
and perceiving that the gate of that houfe
was only guarded by one foldier, he defcends
without making any noife, opens it, feizes
the arm that was about to firike him,
knocks the Cavalier from his horfe, wrefts
from him his fabre, and fets off full fpeed
to Cairo. = At this fpeGacle the Satellites
 were ﬂ:ri.ick motionlefs with furprize. Re-
povcnng themfclves, thf:,y fired upon the fu-

‘gitive,
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gitive, and purfued him with all their
might. . Two horfemen had already over-
taken him; but he overfet them with blows
of his fabre, and continued his courfe. All
‘the ftreets of Grand Cairo have gates for
the public fafety. In paffing, he made fe-
veral of them be fhut, and carrying the
keys with him, they ftopped the progrefs of
his enemics. Repairing to the palace of
Ibrakim, he entered by the Court of the
Haram, covering his vifage with his fhawl,
that he might not be difcovered. The wife
of the Scheik Elbalad was his relation: he
prayed her to intercede for him with her
hufband. She went and threw herfelf on
her knees, imploring the life of her coufin.
Ibrahim gave way, took Haffan under his
prote¢tion, had him cured of his wounds,
and, for a Iong time, refifted Mourad, who
follicited his death. Seeing that the Emir-
Haji was preparing to ge to war with him,
unlefs he obtained his demand, he became
reconciled to him, on confenting that the
prifoner thould be banifhed to Gedda, He
was conducted to Suez, and delivered to the
Captain of a fmall veflel, who received or-

P4 ders
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ders to tranfport him to the place of his’
exile. Two of his flaves, the voluntary
companions of his misfortunes, followed
him from atthchment. They werea pprized
that the Captain was pofieffed of a Firman,
figned by Mourad, which condemned the
head of their mafter on their landing, and
loft no time in acquainting him with it.
Haffan, feigning ignorance of his deftiny,
begged the Captain to put him on fhore on
the coaft of Egypt, inftead of conveying
him to Gedda. Neither promifes nor me-
naces could prevail upon him. On his re-
fufal, he feized ori the arms which were on
board, during the night, and, affifted by
his two flaves, cut off the head of the
Captain, and of three failors, threw them
into the fea, and taking the helm, cenduéted
the veflel to Coffeir, whence he repair-
ed into the Sayde, carrying with him the
fum of 400,000 livres which he found in
the veffel. From that moment he islabour-
ing to procure himfelf partizans, and he
may one day, perhaps, re-enter Cairo, where
he is Tooked for by thc withes of the
pcoplc

The
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The death of fix Beys of Ifmael’s party,
and the flight of the others, rendered Ibra—
him and Mourad abfolute mafters at Grand’
Cairo. Having now nothing to difturb!
them, the Emir Haji prepared, according to
cuftom, to condué the caravan of Mecca.
The pilgrims gathered together from all
parts in the plain of Hel, in the neigh-
bourhood of thecity. About ten thoufand
tents were pitched ; they covered a great
extent of ‘ground. Thofe of the officers
and chiefs were compofed of painted
linen, lined on the infide with fattin, and
adorned with cufhions embroidered in gold
and filver. During the night, a great num-
ber of lamps of coloured glafs were lighted
around each tent, which produced a bril-
liant and variegated illumination. The re-
flections of the light, gilding the foliage of
the orange and date-trees fpread over the
plain, formed a charming fpetacle. The
relations and friends of the pilgrims came
to pafs the night with them. At the break
of day the Emir Haji gave the fignal with
the drum and trumpets. Every man ftruck
his tent, and putting his baggage and provi~
{ions
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fions on camels, began the journey,—
Firft went the van guard, efcorted by 5
corps of cavalry, well mounted. Next ap-
peared the camel bearing the tapeftry def-
tined to cover the Caaba, or houfe of God.
His head was decorated with a magnificent
plume of feathers, and his back covered
with a cloth of gold. He was environed
by Priefts, fingtng the hymns of the Coran.
About twenty thoufand pilgrims followed on
foot, on horfeback, and on camels. A body
of five thoufand cavalry, diftributed in dif-
ferent troops, under the command of the
Emir Haji, marched on the flanks of the
caravan. A few ladies alfo, borpe in lit-
ters, were making the pilgrimage, Nothing
can be more magnificent than the departure
of this caravan. The men, neatly clad,
feem full of health and vigour ; the horfes,
of fire and ardour, On their return every
thing is changed ; the animals meagre and
languid, and the pilgrims - pale, lank, and
fun-burnt, appear like fkeletons, - In fadt,
this_journey, which is extremely difficult,
lafts forty days acrofs the defarts, where they
are obhged fomuumes to travel fifty I“Jgucs
without
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without finding a fingle drop of water that
is drinkable. - The heat of the fun is ex-
ceffive; and the duft raifed by the feet of -
fuch a multitude of men and animals, .
darkens the air, fills the eyes and mouth,

and prevents refpiration. Sometimes  the

peftiferous winds from the fouth-eaft roll it .
along in fuch terrible whisls, that three or

feur hundred men perifh in aday. This ca-

lamity is highly advantageous to the Emir

Haji, who is entitled to the baggage and-
commercial effe&s of all thofe who die upon

the way. Accordingly he frequently re-

turns to Cairo poflefled of the third of the

property that went from it.

- 'Fhe caravan under the convoy of Mou-

rad, after turning the extremity of the

Red Sea, entered Arabia Deferta. Th-=

Arabs prefented themfelves, and attempted-
to exaé the cuftomary tribute. He cut off

the heads of their Chiefs, and the others,

unable to difpute the paflage with him, re-

turned to their tents, breathing vengeance.

The caravan -arrived f{af ly at Bedder,

where, according to cuftom, it joined that

of Damafcuys, and fix days after they reached

[

Mecca.
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Mecca. During the fourteen days that the
Mahometans, colle_ted from all parts of the
world, remain in this city, to perform the
duties of religion, an immenfe commerce
is carried on. Part of the pilgrims repair
thither to fulfil the precept which commands
every Muffulman once in his life to vifit the
houfe of God. The reft aredrawn by the
allurement of intereft, and carry with them
the rareft produce of their refpective coun-
tries. Here the pilgrim meets with abun-
dance of the precious ftuffs, and of the dia-
monds of India ; the beautiful pearls of the
Perfian Gulph, the balfam, in fuch requeft
amongft the Orientals, the fteel weapons of
Damafcus, Moka coffee, the gold-duft of
Africa, and the fequins of Grand Cairo.
It is perhaps the richeft fair in the whole
world. Upwards of one hundred thoufand
merchants are collected here ; and as the
time is fhort, one cannot calculate the num-
ber of millions that are bartered for in the
fpace of fourteen days. It were to be
wifhed, that fome European, verfed in the
Arabic tongue, -and difguifed as a merchant,
could affift at this folemnity, and give us fuch
<l details
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details of it, as we are now forced to re-
ceive from the mouth of thofe in whem
we cannot place “perfet confidence, the
Muffulmen never willingly converfing with
Infidels on fubjects refpecting their reli-
gion.  Veflels which could at this time
reach Gedda, laden with certain' Euro-
pean and Indian merchandize, would be
Sfure of felling their cargoes in a few bours,
and of being paid for them immediately in
~ gold.  The Englifb have made fome' fuc-
cefsful adventures of this fort, which, no
doubt, they would have continued, had not
political views, and difputes between them

and the natives of the country, Preventcd
their profecution *,

Mourad

* Colonel Capper ftates this matter in his voyage and
journey from India. It is much to be lamented,”
. fays he, “ that the Coventry frigate, which lately went
“ up the Red Sea, was inadvertently betrayed into a
% quarrel with the inhabitants of Cyfféir, a place about
“ fix degrees north of Gedda, on the weftern fhore, and
“ only one hundred and twenty miles from the banks of
“ the Nile. It is faid, that not only the fort and 2
“ number of houfes were deftroyed, but that alfo near

€« ﬁx
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Mourad Bey was not fo profperous in hijs
return as he had been in going to Mecca,
Several Arab tribes combined thetr forces to
avenge the blood of their chiefs. They
waited the moment when the caravan muft
pafs between the mountains, and attacked
it with advantage; ‘At firft, there was no-

« fiv bundréd of the inbabitants wire billed. This ac-

¢ count is probably much exaggerated; but it is much to

“ befeared as'a heavy fire was kept up on the town for

4 upwards of two hours, many of the people muft have
«fallen, (and confidering the population, why not fix hun-

% dred?) and therefore at prefent it is unneceffary to

¢ examine more minutely into this route. I cannot

& however conclude this digreffion without exprefling 2

 hope (fpes wana!) that fome atonement will be made

« to them for their lofles, (the lfs of life!) which,

« whether they were attacked juftly or not, is abfolutely

« neceflary before any Eurspean ought to venture to pafs

& that way.” ; There is abundant matter for reflellion in

this extract from the work of a good citizen as well as

excellent foldier; but if England will perfit in “her

domineering {pirit every where, though marked with

blaod, let her remember the is a comangrcial nation,, and

.chierve the above paliage of My. Savary, and aboye all
let her attend to the example of her rival na_tibn, who is

 feldam or never engaged in fuch ill-judged or dangerous
difpuies. '

A Tranflator.
thing
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" thing but confufien amongft this vaft
multitude, who overturned each other in
endeavouring to take to flight. A great
number of them was cruthed to death,
and many killed by the centinual fire of ‘the
enemy. The Emir Haji, colleting' his
troops, put himfelf in a pofture to repulfe
them. He marched at the head of his Ma- -
malukes, and in {pight of the fire of the
Arabian artillery, climbed up the moun-
tains and gave them a bloody battle. He
loft a great number of men, and was himfelf
wounded in the thigh and arm by two balls.
Thefe wounds however did not prevent him
from vanquithing the Arabs, and obliging
them to fly in confufion. They appeared
no more during the remainder of his route.
He arrived at Grand Cairo, fpent with fa-
tigue, and almoft dying. Mr. Grace, phy-
fician of the French, was called, and cured
him, but not without very ferious anxiety,
Jor bis life was to anfwer for that of the fick
" Bey. All the inhabitants of Grand Cairo
‘went out to meet their friends and relations.
Some of them had to lament the lofs of a
brother, 2 father, a hufband, and gave way
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to bitter lamentations. Mothers in defpair
_were feen tearing their clothes, and coverin o
their faces with the duft. Others, joyﬁﬁ
at the return of the perfons who were dear
to them, filled the air with fhouts of glad-
_nefs, and returned thanks to heaven. It is
~impofiible to exprefs the various fentiments
this {pectacle infpired. ~One was a witnefs
alternately to the excefs of grief, and the
_intoxication of joy. On returning to his
houfe, each pilgrim found an apartment
prepared according to his fituation. The
walls. were newly painted ; all the furniture,
the carpets, the fophas, the cufhions were
new, ,as if any thing ancient were un-
'woi'thy of belonging to a: man . returned
_from. the holy pilgrimage. Thefe traits
teftify at once, Sir, the filial tendernefs, and
_the piety of the Egyptians; and the fublime

idea they entertain of their religion. . The
' perfons returned from Mecca affume for the
- remainder of their lives the furname of
Hajji (1), and bear it as an honourable title.
The rich who dread the fatigues of the

(?) Pilgrim. _
Jjourney,
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journey, -imagine they fulfil the precept, by
fending a fubﬁitute in their place, and by
defraying his expences.

Having quitted Egypt at the end of 1779,
I am unable to give a circumftantial detail
of the fubfequent events. I have only
learnt by letters from Grand Cairo, that the
impetuous Mourad, withing to attain to the
dignity of Scheik Elbalad, had declared war
againft his rival; that they had fought and
been reconciled; and that in 1784, being
embroiled anew, they were, each of them,
at the head of an army, and ready to come
to blows. I am ignorant of the fuccefs of
the battle, but whoever be the victor, he will
ftrive to elevate his creatures, and to ex-
terminate all the Beys of the oppofite party,
until treafon or defeat fhall have made him
experience a fimilar deftiny.

You will readily conceive, Sir, what muft
be the fate of Egypt, refigned to the rob-
bery of eight thoufand foreigners, who de-
vour the produce of her rich provinces, and
make her incefiantly {uffer all the horrors of
war. But whatever ideas you may form of
her misfortunes, they will be much below

Ver.IT. = Q. the

235
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the reality.  Agriculture deftroyed; the
canals, which circulated abundance through
every part of .it, choaked up; arbit_rary trie
butes levied by violence; men of property
" ftripped and maffacred; rogues employed in
every department; war, peftilence and fa-
mine, the ufual refult of the difcord of her
chiefs ; fuch are the miferies to which the
people of Egypt are condemned.

I have the hono_ur to be, &c.

LETTER
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L'ETTER XLIOL

OBSERVATIONS ON THE AGRICULTURE
OF THE COUNTRY. :

Agriculture anciently flourifbing in Egypt.
The immenfe labour which bas been beflowed
on confining the river, and on watering the
land. " The decay of quﬁ ufeful monuments.
" Produttions of  the ful. The [eafons of
Jowing and reaping different according to
the fituation of the lands.  Their prodigious
Jertility in ancient times.  The means necef~
Jary to be employed for procuring much
Jertility. The method of raifing the bees
-which the Egyptians carry in @ boat from
one extremity of the kingdom to the other.

‘ To Mr. L. M.

. Grand Cairo.
AGRICULTURE, Sir, was in great cf-
teem amongft the ancient Egyptians. They
had rendered it very flourithing in the whole
extent of their empire ;. witnefs the immenfe
works they have made, in the diftribution of

Q-z the
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the canals and for watering the lands. A+
prefent we reckon eighty canals like rivers,
all dug by the hand of man, feveral of
which are twenty, thirty, and forty leagues
in length. They receive the inundation,
and circulate the waters through the country.
Six only have water in them the whole year.
The others nearly choaked up, are dry upon
the fall of the Nile. The great lakes of
Meris, of Bebiré, and Mareotis form vaft
refervoirs calculated to contain the fuper-
fluous waters, and at length to {pread them
over the adjacent plains. They raifed them
upon the elevated grounds by means of ver-
tical wheels, the invention of which is
due to the Egyptians. One ox was fuffi-
cient to turn them, and to water a vaft field.
Thefe wheels gave to Archimedes, in his
journey into Egypt, the idea of the ingeni-
ous chain, or chapelet, {till made ufe of in
our days. Befides thefe refervoirs, all the
towns at fome diftance from the Nile are
furrounded by fpacious ponds to fupply the
wants of the inhabitants, and for the ad-
vantage of cultivation. Some great dykes,
the ruins of which are ftill to be feen,

ferved
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ferved to keep in the river; others were
oppofed to the torrents of fand which have
a continual tendency to cover the face of
Egypt. The waters are conveyed by aque-
dudts to the very fummit of the hills. They
were received there in immenfe bafons hewn
out of the rock, from whence, flowing into
the midft of defarts, they converted them
into fruitful fields. Near to Babain we dif-
cover the ruins of one of thefe aquedutts,
which bends its courfe towards Lybia. It
bears the chara@er of majefty, peculiar to
all the Egyptian monuments. Thefe works,
not lefs marvellous than the pyramids and
coloffufes of the Thebais, had infinitely
more utility, They prevented the ravages
of extraordinary overflows, fupplied the de-
ficiency of moderate ones, and gave food to
millions of inhabitants.

In the period of - 1200 years that this
country has been fubject to nations who are
not cultivators, they have fuffered the greateft
part of thefe noble works to go to ruin.
The barbarifm of the prefent government
will put the finithing hand to the.r deftruc-
tion. Every year, the limits of cultivated

Q3 Egypt
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Egypt are encroached upon, and barren
fands accumulate from all parts. In g 517,
the zra of the Turkith conqueft, Lake
Mareotis was at no diftance from the walls
of Alexandria, and the canal which con-
veyed the waters into that city was ftill
navigable. At this day the lake has dif~
appeared, and .the lands it watered, and
which, according to hiftorians,  produced
abundance of corn, wine, and various fruits,
are changed into defarts, where the forrow-
ful traveller finds neither fhrub, nor plant,
nor verdure. The canal itfelf, the work of
Alexander, neceffary even to the fubfiftence
of the inhabitants of the city he built, is
nearly choaked up. It only receives ‘the
waters when the inundation is at its higheft
peint, and preferves them but for a fhort
time. Forty years ago a part of the mud
depofited by the river was cleared out of it,
and it retained the water three months
longer. By compleating this operation, it
would refume its ancient utility. The pe-
Iufiac branch which difcharges itfelf into
the eaftern part of the lake of Tanis or Men-
zalé, is totally deftroyed. With it perithed

the
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the beautiful province it fertilized, and the
famous canal begun by Neces (72 ),  and
finithed by Ptolemy Philadelphus. It was
drawn from this branch to Aggeroud (% 7
the ancient Arfinoé, fituated at the extremity
of the Red S2a. As they were apprehenfive
left by opening this communication, the
Arabic gulph, which was thought to be
eleven feet higher than the Mediterranean,
might overflow the country, they had placed
large fluices at the entrance. But I am of
opinion that this fuppofition was ill found-
ed, -fince other canals drawn from the Nile
to the Arabic gulph, have produced no in-
convenience. ‘Thefe immortal works, ex-
ecuted by kings who made the profperity
of the people their happinefs, and the glory
of their empire, have not been able te refift
the ravages of conquerors, and that defpo-
tifm which deftroys every thing, until it

(m) Strabo and Pliny atteft this fact, as well as Diado-
rus Siculus; fee alfs the Memoirs of Baron de Tott, 2d vol,
edit. by Jarvis,

(n) Between the time of Ptolemy and our days, the
Red Sea has retired #wo leagues, for Aggcroud is at that

diftance from Suez,
Q.4 . buncs
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buries itfelf under the wreck of the king-
doms, whofe foundations it has fapped,
The canal of Amrou, the laft of the great
works of Egypt, and which communicated
Foftat to Colzoum, reaches no farther at
prefent than to four leagues beyond Cairo,
and lofes itfelf in the Lake of Pilgrims,
Such, Sir, is the prefent ftate of this coun-
try. We may confidently afiert that up-
wards of one third of the lands formerly in
cultivation, are metamorphofed into defarts,
whofe horrid afpeét frights the traveller,

It is the fame with refpect to population,
Ancient Egypt furnithed fubfiftence for a-
bout cight millions of inhabitants, and fup-
plied Italy and the neighbouring provinces
with provifions. At this day we do not
reckon half the number, I will not believe
with Herodotus and Pliny that there were
twenty thoufand cities in this kingdom in
the time of Pharach Amafis, but the afto-
nithing ruins we meet with at every fep, -
and in uninhabited places, announces that
they muft have been three times more nume-
rous than in our days. If you have deigned
to rcad with attention the picture I have

traced
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traced out to you of the prefent Government,
you will ceafe your furprize at the downfal
of this country, The population of a ftate
is never beyond the proportion of the means
of fubfiftence. It increafes, diminifhes, and
terminates with them, Now that the mer-
chant and the hufbandman is defpoiled at
the pleafure of eight thoufand foreigners,
one abandons his commercial {pecula-
tions, the other the labours of agriculture,
and the country is fenfibly depopulating
every day.

All the lands belong to the Chiefs. They
{ell them to individuals. At the death of
the proprictors they revert to the public Ex-
chequer, The fon is obliged to purchafe
the inheritance of his father, but without
being always fure of obtaining it. The
beft bidder, or he who has the moft credit,
obtains the inveftiture. What can a huf-
bandman be expected to perform for the im-
provement of lands, who is not certain of
tranimitting his pofieflions to his children ?
His cares are limited to a prefent livelihood,
and he leaves part of his lands wuntilled.
The Cachefs and the Sangiaks, authorized

by
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by the treaty with the Grand Signior to levy
arbitrary tributcs, commit unheard-of vexa..
tions.  Frequently the wretched country-
man wants common neceflaries in the midg
of the abundance that furrounds him, and is
ebliged to fcll his inftruments of hufbandry
to pay the impofts. ' This tyranny difables
them from cultivating the richeft fpot of
ground on earth.

Another evil, not lefs f'atal, refults from
the viciffitudes of the Government. When
the Beys go to war, the people take partin
their quarrels, and employ fire and {word
 mutually to deftroy each other. I have
more than once feen villages burnt, all the
inhabitants murdered by their neighbours;
and the fruit of their harveft perith in the
flames.

The Chiefs of the Republic retain from
the tribute fent annually to Conftantinople,
confiderable fums, which ought to be em-
ployed in the fupport of the public build-
ings and the canals. Their continual dif-
fentions, the neceflity they are under of
amaffing gold to purchafe the Mamalukes,
to pay troops, and to encreafe their party,

prevents
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- prevents them from attending to this indif-
penfible labour. This negligence gives a
mortal ftab to agriculture; a whole diftrict,
which owed its fertility and its riches to the
waters of a canal, no longer receiving a
fufficient quantity, becomes  uncultivated
and abandoned. The Nile, in the courfe
of goo leagues, traverfing defarts and bar-
ren mountains, brings with it a prodigious
quantity of fand and mud. = I have feen ri-
vulets dug, where, after remaining a year,
it had depofited three feet of ooze. Judge
with what rapidity it muft fill up the moft
ufeful canals, did not human fkill conftantly
look after their prefervation. This fad
alone will explain to you why immenfe lakes
are at this day dried up, and once-fruitful
provinces are become fervile and uninhabit-
ed.

How culpable are they who thus fuffer
the fprings of plenty to dry up ? for where-
ever the waters of the Nile are conveyed,
there is the earth covered with treafures; it
only feeks to be productive. In the Delta,
as in the Said, the plough is made ufe of in
cultivation, 'When the ox has traced out 2

flight
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flight furrow, the clods are broken with the
hoe, and the ground is made as level a5 5
garden. After it is fown, it undergoes a
flight harrowing. Here finith the labours
of the hufbandman till the harveft, which
is extremely plentiful, and never fails, but
with the failure of the inundation. When
the barley and the corn are ripe, they are
reaped and {pread out on the barn floor. A
peafant feated on a cart, the wheels of
which are very fharp, and drawn by oxen
with a bandage over their eyes, drives over
the ftraw, and hathes it in pieces. The
corn is then feparated from the chaff. The
grain is yellow, large, and of an excellent
quality. ‘The Egyptians makea fort of red
bread of it, half baked, and bad; becaufe,
inftead of employing wind and water-mills,
they make ufe only of hand-mills, and do
not fufficiently bolt the ficur. The French
baker here, with the {fame corn, made bread
as white as {now, and admirably well tafted.
The rice, as I have already obferved to you,
requires a little more attention. The field
defigned for it muft be overflowed, all other
herbs rooted out, and muft be watered every

day
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day after it is planted, which is done by
rofes & chapelet. At the'end of five months
they cut it, and ufually reap eizhty buthels
for one.  Befides thefe grains, Egypt pro-
duces in abundance, dourra, or Indian mil-
Iet, fax, formerly fo famous, hemp, ‘char-
tame, or fafranum, and innumerable forts
of exquifite-melons and vegetables; which
the people feed on during the heats.

The feed time is different in different
provinces, and according to the expofure of
the lands. * Near to Sienna they fow the
barley and the corn in O&ober, and reap it
in January. Towards Gingé, they cut it
in February, and in the month of March
in the neighbourhood of Cairo. 'This is
the ufual progrefs of the harveft in the
Said. There are alfo a number of partial
harvefts, according as the lands are nearer
or at a greater diftance from the river, lower
or more elevated. Inthe lower Egypt they
are fowing and reaping all the year.
Wherever the waters of the river can be
procured, the earth is never idle, and fur-
nithes three crops annually. It is there
that the traveller has conftantly before his

eyes
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eyes the charming {pectacle of flowers, fruits,
and harvefts, and that the {pring, the fun,-
mer, and the autumn, prefent all thejs
treafures ata time. In defcending from the
cataracts at the beginning of January, one
perceives the corn almoft ripe ; lower down
it is in ear, and, advancing farther, the
plains are covered with verdure.

The Lucern, which they cut three times
between the months of March and Novem-
ber, is the only hay of the Egyptians.
Their flocks are principally fed with it. The
horfes, aflfes, mules, and camels, graze in
the meadows during the winter; the reft
of the y"car they eat cut ftraw, barley, and
beans. This food contributes to their health,
and gives them great force and ardour. The
Arabs accuftom their horfes to the greateft
abftinence, leading them only once a day to
water, and feeding them with a little barley
and milk. _

The Egyptians rarely cultivating the-
olive-tree, they purchafe their oil in Crete
and Syria. But as they derived from their
anceftors a tafte for illuminations, they ex-
tract oil from different plants. The moft

3 common
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common is the produce of the Sefame, calied
by them, Sireg, oil ' for burning. They
make oil alfo of the feed of the chartame,
of flax, of the poppy, and the lettuce.
The people eat that made of chartame.

I have already fpoken to you, Sir, of. the
art with which the Egyptians hatch chickens,
an art peculiar to themfelves. Their man-
ner of bringing up bees is not lefs extraor-
dinary, and announces a great deal of un-
derftanding.

As, upper Egypt only retains its verdure
for four or five months, and the flowers
and harvefts are earlier there, the inhabi-
tants of the Lower profit by thefe precious
moments. They collect the bees of diffe-
rent villages in large boats.. Each proprie-
tor trufts to them his hives, which have
a particular mark., When the bark is
loaded, the men who have the management
of them, gradually mount the river, and
ftop at every place where they find flowers
and verdure. The bees, at the break of
day, quit their cells by thoufands, and go in
fearch of the treafures with which they com-
pofe their nectar. They go and come feve-

' ral
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ral times laden with their booty. 1In the
evening thefe ingenious labourers return ¢o
their habitations, without ever miftaking
their dwelling. ~ After travelling three
months in this manner on the Nile, the
bees having culled the perfumes of the
orange flower of the Said, the effence of
rofes of the Faioum, the treafures of the
‘Arabian Jeffamine, and a varicty of flowers,
are brouzht back to the places they had
been carried from, where they now find
new riches to partake of. 'This induftry
procures the Egyptians delicious honey, and
bees-wax in abundance. 'The proprietors,
in return, pay the boatmen a recompence
proportioned to’the number of hives he has
been thus carrying about from one end of
Egypt to the other.

T have the honour to be, &c.

LETTER
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ACCOUNT OF THE TEMPERATURE OF

THE CLIMATE.

The beats excelfive in Upper Egypt, and mode-
rate in the Lower. The [mall number of
difeafes which prevail aming the Egyptians.
The means they ufe for curing a fever, and
preferving their bealth. During a part of
the winter and [pring, the wind blows from
the South, and proves prejudicial. Through
the remaining part of the year, the North
wind - produces falutary effeéts. The le-
profy unknown in the country. The plague
not a native difeafe of the climate. The
Europeans avoid this terrible ﬁ'ourge by
Jhutting themfelves up.

To Mr. L, M.

Grand Cairo.

YO U are naw, Sir, well acquainted with
‘Egypt and its productions; but you muit
have fijll fome doubts remaining on the fa-
lubrity of the climate. The overflowings
Vor. IL R of
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of the Nile, the ftagnant waters in many
parts of it, will naturally have induced you
to imagine that this country is unhealthy
and its mhabxtants fubjedt to a great many
diforders. A pretty long experience, and
information obtained upon the f{pot, will
furnith you with materials calculated to
calm your fears, and to form .your opi-
nion.

This kingdom bcgins at the Torrid, and
extends itfelf nine degrees into the Tempe-
rate Zone. It is true that the heats of the
Thebais exceed thofe we experience in many
countries directly under the Equator. While
the fiery breath of the fouth wind continues,
Reaumur’s thermometer fometimes rifes to
38 degress above the: freezing point, and
frequently to 36 degrees.. This phenome-
non muft be attnbutcd to the arid nature of
the fandy plains with which Upper Egypt
is environed, and to the reverberation from
the mountains which hem it in, in its whole
length. If heat were the fource of the dif-
orders, the Said would be- uninhabitable.
“The burning fever is the only onc it feems to
give rife'to, and to which the inhabitants

are
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are fubje&. They foon get rid of it by re-
gimen, drinking a great deal of water, and
bathing themfelves in the river. . In other
refpets they are a robuft and healthy race of
people. They have a great many old men
amongft them, feveral of whom mount on
horfeback at fourfcore years of age. The
regimen they obferve during the hot feafon,
greatly contributes to the prefervation of their
health. They fcarcely take any thing but
vegetables, pulfe, and milk. ‘They make
frequent ufe of the bath, eat little, rarely
drink fermented liquors, and mix a great
deal of lemon-juice in their aliment, . This
fobriety prefeves their vigour to a very ad-
vanced age.

Soon after the inundation, the fields are
cloathed with harvefts. ‘The exhalations of
the waters, attracted by the fun in the day-
time, are condenfed. by the coolnefs of the
nights, and fall in copious dews. The
north wind which prevails conftantly during
the fummer, meeting with no obftacle in its

current in the extent of Egypt, the mioun-

" tains of ‘which are of no confiderable height,
drives the vapours of the lakes and marfhes
R 2 towards
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towards Abyflinia, and perpetually renews
the atmofphere. Perhaps, too, the balamjc
emanations from the orange-flower, the
rofes, the Arabian jeflamine, and other odo-
riferous plants, contribute to the falubrity
of the air. Undoubtedly the water of the
Nile alfo, which is lighter, {wecter, and
more agrceable to the palate than any I ever
tafted, has a great influence on the healch
of the inhabitants. Its excellence is ac-
knowledged by all antiquity (2 ). Itis very
certain at leaft, that one drinks it with a
fort of voluptuoufnefs, and that no bad
confequence ever follows. from taking any
quantity of it. But as itis f{lightly im-
'pregnatcd with nitre, it pofleffles a gentle
laxative quality when ufed to excefs. [

(¢) Ptolemy Philadelphus, having married his daugh-
ter Berenice, to Antiochus, King of Syria, fent her fome
Nile water, as the only water fhe could drink.  Athenaus.
The Kings of Perfia fent for Nile water, with fal-ammo-,
niac. Dino. Hiflory of Perfia.

The Egyptians alone of all people preferved the Nile
water in fealed vafes, and drank it when old, with the
fame pleafure that we drink old wine.  Arifides; the
Rbetorician, :

thall
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fhall not {ay, with many writers, that thefe
waters procure fecundity to women, and be-
ftow vigour and good plight of body on
the men. - The faithful hiftorian thould ftop
where the marvellous begins, and cite no
facts beyond the reach of teftimony.

In Lower Egypt, the neighbourhood of
the fea, the immenfity of the lakes, the
abundance of the waters, deaden the fires
of the 1un, and maintain there a delightful
temperature.  Neither Strabo nor Diodorus
Siculus, who long refided in this country,
looked upon it a5 unhealthy. :

They have praifed the fertility of its foil,
the excellence of its productions, the gran-
deur of its monuments, and its numerous
population, without fo much as mention-
ing thofe frightful maladies, of which the
moderns make this country the focus.
Herodotus exprefsly fays, “ The Egyptians
‘¢ are the moft healthy people in the world,
“ an advantage they owe to the falubrity of
* theair,and the temperature of theirclimate,
** which varies very little ; for moft of the
** diforders of men are to be attributed to
* the rapid viciffitudes of the feafons.” It

R 3 was
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was referved for fome moderns, who have
never travelled in this beautiful country,
and above all to Mr. Paw, to lay down a
contrary dotrine. He pretends, that in
our days, ‘¢ it is become,’ by the negligence
«¢ of the Turks and Arabs, the cradle of
« the plague(4); that another . epidemic
¢ diftemper, as terrible as that brought to
¢ Cairo by the caravans from Nubia, mani-
« fefts itfelf there from time to time; that
¢ the culture of rice alone is f{ufficient to
¢ engender numerous maladies; that the
¢ want of rain and thunder makes the air
¢ of the Thebais acquire violence enough
« tooccafion a fermentation of the humours
« of the human body, &c.” Thefe afler-
tions carry with them an air of probability,
calculated to-impofe on perfons who have
not dwelt in Egypt. But Mr. Paw has
hazarded them from his clofet, without be-
ing guided by experience, Had he lived at
any time on the fpot, facs would have

convinced him of his error #.,°
In

(k) Rct:hercimes fur les Egypticn.;‘. & les Chinois.
* Barorrde Tott, in his ingenious Memoirs, Vol. XT,
© p. 288,
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"In the vallies hemmed in by lofty moun-
tains, where the atmofphere cannot be per-
petudlly renewed by a current of air, the
ctulture of rice is unwholefome, and the
“hufbandmen  often. pay with their lives the
rich harveft they are feeking from the earth.
It is not the fame in the environs of Da-
mietta and Rofetta. . The plains are almoft
always on a level with the fea, There is
neither eminence nor hill to divert .the re-
frefhing breeze of the north wind, It drives
towards the fouth the clouds and exhala-
tions of  the deluged fields. It continually

p. 288 fally confirms ehisi % The inquiries I carefully
. made, fays he, refpeéting the plague, which I had always
unagmcd to be of Egypnan origin, convinced me that
1t would not even be known in that country, were not the
infeGtion conveyed to Alexandria by its commerce with
“ Conflantinople. It is in the former town it zlways be-~
‘ gins to fhew itfelf. It is but very feldom too that it
reaches Cairo, although ne precaution is taken to pre-
vent it ; and when it does, the great heats foon puta
ftop to it, and hinder it from penetrating into that city;
befides, it is well known that the piercing dews which
“fall in Egypt towards midfummer, ‘deltroy, even at
¥ Miexandria, the very feeds of this diforder.”’
 Tranflater,

({4
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puriﬁcs the atmofphere and preferves the
health of the inhabitants. Whether it be
owing to this caufe or to others of which |
am ignorant, it is at leaft certain, that the
countrymen employed in the cultivation of
rice are no more fubject to illnefs than thofe
of the Thebais, who do not cultivate it,
I paffed a whole year amongft the rice
grounds, which I went to fee them water
every day, without fuffering the {lighteft in-
convenience. An old furgeon, a native of
Nice, and who had practifed phyfic thirty
years at Damietta, has a hundred times
confirmed tp me, every thing I have ad-
vanced on the falubrity of the country.
What torments the inhabitants the moft
are the gnats and innumerable fwarms of
mufquetoes, which rifing by millions from
the morafles, fill the air and the houfes,
One muft never be without a fly-flap in
one’s hand in the day time, which indeed
is the firft thing you are prefented with on
a vifit; and at night you are obliged to fleep

under mufqueto nets. ‘
Diforders of the eyes are the moft com-
mon in Egypt, Perfons blind of one eye or
of
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of both eyes, are met with here in great
numbers. This calamity muft not be
wholly attributed to the reverberation of a
burning fun, for the Arabs who live in the
midft of fands, have in general ftrong eyes
and a piercing fight. Nor muft we give
more credit to Mr. Haflelqueft (¢}, who
refided a thort time in this country, when
he fays, that this diforder proceeds from the
vapours which exhale from the ftagnant
waters, for the French merchants whofe
houfes line the canal of Grand Cairo, which
for fix months of the year contains ftanding
water of an infupportable odour, would be
all blind, and for ﬁfry years paft not one of
them has left his fight (d), The cuftom
the Egyptians have of fleeping in the open
air in the fummer, either on the terraces of
their houfes, or near their huts, is doubtlefs
the origin of this infirmity. The nitre ge-
nerally diffufed throughout the air, and the

(¢) Voyage I’Egypte.

(d) One only of thefe merchants loft his fight, but he
lived within the city, and not on the banks of the canal.
This fa& therefore proves nothing in favour of Mr. Haf-
felquelt’s opinign.

heavy
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heavy dews of the night, attack the delicate
organ of fight, and deprives them either of
one or both eyes. Eight thoufand of thefe
unhappy people are kept in the great mofque
of Cairo, and they are prowdcd with a de-
cent fubfiftence.

The {mall pox and hernias are alfo very
common, but without making any great ra-
vages in Egypt. As to the phthific and flux-
ions of the breaft, which in cold countries
carry off fo many perfons in'the flower of
their ‘age, they are {trangers to this happy
climate. Pains of the breaft are never felt
here! Tam perfuaded that perfons attacked
by thofe cruel maladies, would recover their
health in a country where the air, denfe,
warm, and moift, impregnateéd with the per-
fume of plants-and the oily quality of the
earth, appcars highly favourable to the

lungs (2. s aihi
-.I.F
(¢) Mr. Paw pretends that the Egyptians have been
at all times afflicted by the leprofy. Herodotus, Strabo,
Diodorus Siculus, who were well acquainted with this
Contry, do not however mention this malady, a proof that

it was unknown there, in their time. I have feen lepers

in the iflands of the Archipelago, fequeftered from fociety,
as
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It muft be admitted, however, that there
is an unhealthy feafon in: Egypt. From
February to the month of May, the fouther-
ly winds blow at intervals. They fill the
atmofphere with a fubtle duft which_ im-
pcdcs refpiration, and bring with them per-
nicious vapours. The heat bccomes {fome-
times infupportable, and the thermometer
rifes fuddenly twelve degrees. During this
feafon, called Zbamfin or fifty by the inha-
bitants, from the period in which this wind
is more  peculiarly felt, from Eafter to
Whitfuntide, they feed on rice, vegetables,
freth fith, and fruits. They bathe frcqucnt—
ly, and make great ufe of lemon juice and
perfumes.  'With this regimen they guard
themfelves againft the dangcrous effects of
the kbamfin.

- It muft not be unarrmcd ‘that this wind,
which corrupts in a few hours fleth meat,
and all apimal fubftance, lafts fifty days to-
gether ; it would make Egypt a defart. But

as among the Jews: they inhabit cottages on the fide of
the highways, and beg alms of paffengers. Butin Egypt,
where 1 have travelled a great deal, I never met with one
of thefe unfortunate perfons,

it
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it rarely blows three days fucceflive.
Iy. Sometimes it appears only in the thape
of an impetuous whirlwind, which. paffes
rapidly, and is fatal only to the traveller
furprized in the middle of the defarts. A
hurricane of this fort fuddenly arofe whilft
I was at Alexandria, in the month of May,
rolling before it torrents of burning fand.
The firmamentwas envelopedin a thick veil ;
the fun appeared of the colour of blood.
The duft penetrated into the very apart-
ments, and burnt the face and eyes. At the
end of four hours the tempeft calmed, and
the fky refumed its ferenity. Some wretched
travellers who happened to be in the defart
were fuffocated. I faw feveral dead brought
in, and fome who were thought to be of the
number, reftored to life by bathing them in
cold water. 'The inhabitants of Grand
Cairo, fituated farther up thecountry, fuffer
more from this calamity, and a French
merchant who was very lafty, died there,
{fuffocated by the heat. Similar pheno-
mena have buried whole armics and cara-
vans. ' ‘

Several
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Several modern authors, at the head of
whom appears Mr. Paw, have afferted that
the plague is of Egyptian origin. Were this
a faé&, it would certainly greatly diminith the
advantages of this country, for no fertility
or riches can ever balance the miferies in-
flicted by this {courge upon humanity. The
information I have acquired, both from the
natives of the country, and from foreign
phyficians who have refided here from
twenty to thirty years, tends te prove the
contrary. ‘They have all aflured me that
this epidemical difeafe was brought there by
the Turks, and that it afterwards commit--

ted great havock. The following circum-

ftance has fallen within my own obfervation.
In 1778, the Grand Signior’s Caravelles ar-
rived at Damietta, and landed, according to
cuftom, the filks of Syria. The plague is
almoft always on board of thefe veflels.
‘They put on thore without oppofition their
merchandize and the perfons. fick of the
plague. This was in the month of Auguit,
and as the epidemic ceafes in Egypt at that
feafon, it did not communicate. The vef-
fels fet fail, and proceeded to poifon other

places.



places. The fummer following, fome fhips
from Conftantinople infected with this dif.
order, arrived at the port of Alexandyi,
They landed their fick without doing any
mifchief to the inhabitants.  Since thy,
period fome fhips from Smyrna have brought
this contagion at the beginning of wintey_
It has fprcad throughout the country, anq
has deftroyed a number of the Egyptians.
The following is an obfervation made fo,
ages paft. During the month.s of June,
July, and Auguit, if merchandize infecteg
with thfs"Poi(on be introduced into Egth,
it dies of itfelf, and the people are under g
alarm. If it has been conveyed into the
country at any other feafon, and has been
communicated, it invariably ceafes at thay
period.  But what nearly amounts to a de.
monftration of its being a ftranger to thg
country, is, that except in times of gregt
famine, it never breaks out firft in Grang
“ Cairo, nor in the interior cities. It always
begins in the fea-port towns, on the arriya}
of Turkifh veffels, makes a gradual progrefs
to the capital, from whence it afcends a5
far as Sienna. When it has attained it

period
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pcriod at Grand Cairo, and is afterwards
introduced anew by the inhabitants of ‘the
Thebais, it rages with redoubled fury, fome-
times deftroying two or three hundred thou-
fand men; but it always ceafes in the month
of June, and thofe who then catch the in-
feGion, recover. Mutft its ceflation then be
attributed to its great heats, to the falubri-
ous north winds which reign during ‘the
{fummer, or to the abundant dews which.
fall in that feafon? Perhaps all thefe dif-
fercnt caufes contribute towards it (1)

Another

=.(f) 1 mult lay before you a fad, Sir, which was re-
lated to me by a captain worthy of credit, fince it may
furnith fome light ‘to phyficians who are fecking for an
antidote againft this deftruQive feourge.  « 1 left Con-
“ ftantinople where the plague was raginz. My failars
“ had contraéted this epidemic diforder. Two of them
¢ died fuddenly. In taking care of them, I caught the
“ infection. [ felt an exceflive heat which made my
“ blood boil. My head was very foon attacked, and I
“ perceived that I had but a few moments to live. I
“ employed the litile judgment I had remaining to make
“ an experiment. I firipped quite naked, and laid my-
““ felf for the remainder of the night on the deck. The
“ coplotis dew that fell, pierced me to the very bones.

“ In afew hours it rendered mi ty r«.ﬁnmuon freer, and my

¥ 3 ¢ head
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Another remark deferving our particulag g,
tention, is, that the extremes of heat and
cold are alike enemies to this terrible con.
tagion. 'The winter puts an end to jt 4,
Conftantinople ; the fummer deftroys jt 3
in Egypt. It fcarcely ever reaches tq the
polar circle, and never pafies the tropic,
The caravans of Grand Cairo, Damafcus,
and Ifpahan, which are fornetiumes infeCteq
with it, never propagate the diforder at
Mecca, and the yemen is wholly free from
this calamity. ?

In reading hiftory we fldom find ¢}y,
plague at Lacedzmon, Athens, or Byza;_
tium. « When it fpread itfelf in Greece, the
people foon put a fop to it by keeping greap
fires lighted in the public places, by cleap.
ing the canals, by cutting the hills whicy,
intercepted the vapours, and by ftopping the
communication. Thereis no change in the

« head more campofed.  The agitation of my blood wag
* calmed, and after bathing myfelf in fea water in the
“ morning, 1 was compleatly cured.” 1 do not knoy
Sir, whether this be an infallible remedy, but 1am cem;n:
that all infected fubftances that have paffed through wag.;

L«longer cofnmunicate the poifon. 2 L A

air
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air, the water, the fun of thefe beautiful
countries ; and the fame falubrity would
reign there, were they ftill inhabited by
natives whofe government was attentive to
the public welfare, and the health of the
citizens. In our days, Smyrna and Conftan-
tinople are the foci of this frightful malady.
The caufe of this muft be attributed to the
little value the Turkifth government fets on
the lives of men, and to their abfurd ideas
of predeftination. What fignifies it to the
defpot whether one half of his people perifh,
provided he can himfelf brave death, fhut
up in -the recefles of his Seraglio? What
matters it to the Mahometan to fee thou-
fands of his fellow creatures fwept away
from his fide by the plague, fince he can
only ceafe to live when his hour is come?
He will make no astempt therefore to re-
tard it ?

When the contagion reaches the houfes
of the Europeans and Greeks, they purify
them by fumigations ; they leave the win-
dows open to give a free circulation to the
air, and burn every thing that has belonged
to infelted perfons. Not fo with the Ar-

Vo3 II. S menians
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menians and Turks; they neither bury s
purify any thing.  When the principa]
members of a family are extinguifthed;: the
Jews. purchaf’c at a low price the f“rniture
and other effeéts belonging to them, and fhug
them up in their magazines. As foon 4
the calamity has ceafed, they fell them very

dear to fuch perfons as {tand in need of them, :

and with them communicate the peftile,
tial poifon (g /. It foon breaks out afref,
and caufes new ravages. It is thus that thyg
nation covered with opprobrium, valuing
gold beyond life, fells the plague to the myq
fulmen, who purchafe it without fear, apg
go to fleep with it until the fatal momeng,
when refuming its allivity, it precipitateg
them to the grave *.

'Thc\fpcétacle'this calamity prefents; e
pecidlly-at Grand Cairo, chills an Europeau
with horror. This immenfe city, from the
feport. of ! the Intendants of the cufton,_

A 1 - ;
(z) The laft plague at Mofcow, which carried am
- g ¥ .- TRt i, O -
200,000 inhabitants, was conveyed thither by peflifagye
merchandize out of the warchoules of the fews,

*

Q N T - # ey S5 | -~
See Bea | ott’sNiemolrs, pa75, vol. 1. 4

-
[}
oufes,



ON EGYPT 259
houfes, contains from eight to nine hundred
thoufand inhabitants.  They are heaped
together by thoufands. Two hundred citi-
zens there occupy lefs fpace than thirty at
Paris §. The freets are very narrow, and
‘always crouded with people. They prefs
forward, they run againft each other, and
one is fometimes obliged to wait feveral mi-
nutes without being able to get through the
crowd. A fingle infeGed perfon communi-
cates the poifon to a hundred wretches.
The diforder makes a rapid progrefs, and
fpreads with the violence of a conflagration,
aided by the wind. ‘The Mahometans die
in their houfes, in the public fquares, in
the ftreets, without affording any ufeful
example of terror to the farvivors. E/
moukaddar, fay they, it s their. defliny;
yet they have before their eyes the example
of the Europeans, who alone efcape the ge-
neral dif: 1ﬁer

As foon as the epidemy is declared, the
French fhut up their quarter, and cut off

§ And thirty citizens of Paris occupy lefs fpate than
teninLondon. [Tranflator.]

S 2 ¥ 1111
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all communication with the city, Bonats
fervants who live without, bring them Cvery
day their neceflary provifions. Except
bread, which does not cammzmz‘m;q the Porfin,
they throw every thing elfe throu;;h a Wicket
in each gate, into a bucket of water, T o
fluzd  purifies them, and they are taken out
without any danger. By means of thefe
precautions, the French merchants Preferye
their health and their lives, environeg ag
they are with all the horrors of death, The
fireets are continually filled with funer,
proceffions, followed by mourning ang by
tears. When the Egyptians carry to the
grave their relations and their friends, hireq
female mourners make the air refound with
their groans (4 ) ; defolated - mothers aban.

(h) In the time of Herodotus, the mourning vy, the
fame.  He fpeaks of it as follows: “ When a perf, of
“ any importance dies, all the women of the fami]y cover
¢ their faces with mud. ~ They run through the city with
€ their. hair difhevelled, their bofoms expofed, theip
“ clothes tucked up, and, making loud cries, beat thei;
“ breafts I Euterpe.——Theinhabitants of the Soygy, _
Sea Iflands carry {till farther their filial picty, their g
ternal tendernefs ; for, at the death of their relatians, they
make deep fcars upon their faces, and fignalize their for.
row by fhedding ftreams of blood

don
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don themfelves to lamchtations, cover their
faces with duft, tear their garments, and
conduét to the very edge of the tomb the
child they have been clafping in their arms,
and whom they are to follow probably a
few moments after ; for the Orientals, more
pious than we are, never abandon their in-
fected relations. They beftow their cares
on them to the laft moment, though morally
gertain that this a& of tendernefs will coft
them  their lives. Thefe cries of defpair,
‘thefe funeral -proceffions, fpread univerfal
confternation, and the French tremble in
the bofom of their fan@uaries; and who
could without grief and horror behold hu-
manity groaning under the rigour of fo fe-
vere a fcourge? They do not all perith whor
are attacked with it; feveral are cured, but
I have been affured, that the plague carries
off fometimes at Grand Cairo, three hun-
dred thoufand inhabitants. Can you con-
ceive it poffible that the example of the
French, who come outof their houfes after
the contagion is atan end, fafe and healthy,
furpithes the Turks with not the {fmalleft
idea of making ufe of fimilar precautions?

S3 Can
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Can you imagine that, in the vaft extent of
the Ottoman empire, there is not a fingle
port for pel-forming quarantine ? Does fuch

" a nation deferve to occupy the country of the
ancient Greeks, and the Egyptians, thej;
mafters? It has deftroyed the arts, liberty,
and commerce, It leaves the wretches
has reduced to flavery to perifh for want 0;‘f
Government. It perpetuates amongft them
the moft deftructive of calamites, and cop.,
verts kingdoms, celebrated iflands, anpg
flourifhing cities, into defarts.

I have the honour to be, &c,

wh
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LETTER X%

'OBSERVATIONS ON THE DIFFERENT IN-
HABITANTS OF EGYPT.

The Coptis, defeendants of the Egyptians, bave
loft the genius and knowledge of their an-
ceflors. Next to them the Arabians, the
moft _ancient inhabitants of the country.
Their dominion twice extended over it.
Thofe who, under the government of the
Bc_y;, cultivate the lands, bhave entirely lof?
the good Jaith natural to the nation, while
thafe who live under their Scheiks bave pre-
Jerved their lonefly and wvirtues. The

- Bedouins inbabit the defarts, and declare
war againfl all the caravans ; but they are
generous, Z)(é/?)l-t‘(l'!if;’, and pay a _ﬁz.:re—'d re-
gard to their oaths. The Chriftians of Sy-
ria, the Greeks, and the “ews, practife the
mechanical arts, Real Turks not numerous
in Egypt,

ToxMr, 1L ‘M.
Grand Cairo.

T Have hitherto only {poken vaguely to you,
oir, of the dl&.,rent races of pcoplc who in-
S 4 hab it
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habit Egypt. It is proper to make you
more particularly acquainted with their c}y,_
racter, their cuftoms, and their arts. The
Arabs, efpecially thofe who environ this ki, g~
dom, and who partly occupy it, merit
peculiar attention. The details I am noy,
about to offer you will explain how poflib].
it is for four millions of men to fubmit ¢
the yoke of eight thoufand foreigners, ang
in what manner a wandering nation has beep
able to preferve its liberties and laws, amidg

the formidable powers that furround it.
The genuine natives of Egypt are the
Cophts, or Coptis, who, according to fome
authors, derive their name from Coply,,
that once celebrated city of the Thebajs,
and, according to others, from Csbtas, Cyy,
becaufe they have always preferved the cyf.
tom of circumcifion. “Thefe are the e
defcendants of the Egyptians. Subjeqeq
for upwards of two thoufand years to & _
reign Princes, they have loft the genius ang
the fciences of their anceftors; but thcy
have preferved many of their cuftoms, apg
the ancient vulgar language of the country,
The knowledge tranfinitted to them fiom
father
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father to fon, of all the cultivated lands, of
their value and extent, makes them be fo-
lected as Secretaries to the Beys, and Inten-
dants 'of 2ll the Governors. In order to
prevent thefe great men from becoming ac-
quainted with their books of account, they
write them in general in Coptic. They do
not, however, perfectly underftand the lan-
guage they make ufe of ; but as their mafs-
books, the Pentateuch, and many of the
works they are pofleffed of, are accompanied
with an Arabian tranflation, the ancient
vulgar tongue of the Egyptians is not loft.
It will furnith the learned poflibly fome day
with the means of throwing a light on the
darknefs {pread over the firft ages of the
monarchy of the Pharaohs, and of lifting
up the veil which covers the hieroglyphic
myfteries.

The Cophts embraced Chriftianity in its
origin. After Amrou conquered Egypt, he
* permitted them the free exercife of the
Chriftian religion. They have ever fince
had churches, Priefts, Bithops, and 2 Pa-
triarch, who fixed his feat of refidence at-
Grand Cairo, when that city became the

ca pitul S
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capital. Devoted to the errors of Monotle.
lifin, their ignorance will not allow them to
difcover the blindnefs into which they are
plunged. They are enchained by obftinacy
and the {pirit of fect, and nothing can alter
their belief. They mix in their worfhip
number of fuperftitious cuftoms, which
they have received from their anceftors. In
other refpects, the Cophts are gentle, hu-
mane, and hofpitable. Paternal tenderncfs
and filial love conftitute the happinefs of
their families, 'They honour and cherifh
2]l the ties of blood. The internal com-
merce, the art of hatching chickens, ang
of bringing up bees, form almeft their only
fcience.  They often acquire prodigious
wealth in the management of the affairg
entrufted to them, but they never enjoy the
fruit of their labours in tranquillity. The
Bey, who fees them in opulence, ftrips
them of their riches without pity ; tgo
happy if they can purchafe their lives by
the lofs of their fortune. Thefe vexationg
never excite them to revolt. Their want
of energy holds them chained down to fer-

3 ‘ vitude
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vitude and’ mifery, and: thcy fuppm-t them
without murmuring. -

- After the Cophts, the Arabs are thc mnﬂ:
ancient people of Egypt. Twice have they
reigned over that country. = The firft epocha
of their- dominion goes back to the re-
moteft antiquity, and, according to grave
writers, ‘precedes the arrival of Jofeph in
the country. The fecond commences with
the feventh century, and finithes with the
twelfth. They ftill compofc two .thirds of
the inhabitants. - Their manners vary with

their fituation, Such as have become huf-
bandmen, and live under the government of
the foreigners who rule the country, afford
to the philofopher a firiking example of the
influence of laws on men. In fubjection
to a tyrannical government, they have loft
the good faith, the uprightnefs, which cha-
ralterize their nation. ‘They take part in
the quarrels of their mafters,  Villages rife
up in arms againft villages,. citics againft
cities. During the perpetual revolutions at
Grand Cairo, the country prefents a fright-
ful fcene of carnage and of horror.. The
~harvefts are devoured Ly the flames, and the
blood
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biood ‘of the peafants bathes thofe fielq,
from which they heretofore produced abup,.
dance. ~As hatreds are unextinguithable 5.
mongift thefe people, as the mother infufeg
the defire of vengeance with her milk, into
her infant, men are only born to be mutual
deftroyers. Thefe degenerate Arabs, known
by the name of Fellah, render the naviga-
tion of the Nile very dangerous. 'They at-
tack boars under cover of the darknefs, mur-
der the travellers, take pofleffion of their
merchandize, and commit all forts of rob-
beries.

Another part of the Arabs, who may be
alfo called cultivators, live under the go-=
vernment of their Scheiks, who poflefs feve-
ral principalities in the 'Thebais. Thig
word, which fignifies old mman, is the moft
illuftrious token of their power. They are
ftill, as heretofore, the Judges, the Pontiffs,
and the Sovereigns of their people. They
govern more like fathers of families than
Kings. Thefe venerable patriarchs ufually
take their repafts at the doors of their
houfes, or their tents, and invite all who
prefent themfelves. On rifing from table

: 2 they



©-N- E -6& X P T, ofia

they cry with a loud voice, fr the nane of
God, let bim that is bungry come near, and eat 3
nor is this invitation a barren compliment.
Every man, whoever he be, has a right to
feat himfelf, and to partake of the food he
finds there. Permit me to quote the paf-
fage of Genefis (7), where Abraham re-
ceives the angels, that you may compare
their prefent manners with thofe of the fame
people in fuch diftant ages. ¢ AndA bra-
“ ham fat in the tent door, in the plains of
“ Mamre, in the heatof day. = And he lift
“ up his eyes, and looked, and lo, three
* men ftood by him; and when he faw
¢ them, he ran to meet them from the tent
¢ door, and bowed himfclf towards the
“ ground, and faid, My Lord*, if now 1
“ have found favour in thy fight, pafs not
 away, I pray thee, from thy fervant. Let
“ a little water I pray you be fetched, and
“ wafh your feet, and reft yourfelves under
“ the tree, and I will fetch a morfel of

(i) Genefis, chap. 18.

* T'he verfion of the Bible has it, My Lords, Seignesrs,
. Which certainly appears moft accurate—hut this with hu-
miiir,.-'.——u--—"{’: my’fm‘cr.

«¢ bread,
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¢« pread, and comfort-'ye your hearts ; aftep
« that “you thall pafs ‘on, for therefore are
« ye come to your fefvant. And they fuid,
«. fo-do as thow haft faid. And Abraham
¢« haftened into” the tent unto Sarah, and
« faid;, ' make ready quickly three meafures
« of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes
¢ upon the hedrth.  And Abraham ran in-
« to the herd, and fetchta calf, tender and
¢ good, and gave itunto a young man, and
¢« he hafed to drefs it ; and he took butter,
¢ and milk, and thé calf which he had
« dreffed, and fet it before them, and! he
¢ {tood by them under the tree.’

'The Arabs give the fame reception to
ftrangers and travellers who come near their
tents.  Servants wafh their feet.  The wo-
men knead unleavened bread, which they
bake upon the athes, and they are ferved with
roafted theep, milk, dnd - honey, “and the
beft of every thing they are poflefied of.
The {light impoﬁtions levied by the Scheiky
through their territories, do not opprefs their
fubjects. They enjoy their affeCtion. The
Arab comes and expofes his affairs at their
tribunal. ‘They are not complicated, and

the
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the light of natural reafon; aided by the fim=
ple and clear Jaws of the Coran, fuffice m
terminate them on the-fpot.  Their judge-
ments arc almoft always dictated by equity:
Under this paternal government, man pof=
fefles all his liberty, and is no further'at=
tached to his Prince than by the ties of re=
fpe&t and gratitude. He may {peak freely
to him, therefore, and cenfure or comimend
him according to the circumftances. I thall
cite you a trait to prove how far the Arabs
earry this {pirit of franknefs. '
¢ Elmanfor, the fecond Abaflid Cahf
* laid the foundation: of Bagdad in 769.
¢ He made himfelf famous by his victories,
¢ his power, and theart by which he knew
how to govern immenfe ftates. IHisaffa-
bility was* extreme,: but fo many good
qualities were fullied by unbounded ava-
rice. < An-Arab accofted him ane day;
“ and faid to him, Health to the Fatherof
Jafar! Health to thee, replied Eloanfor.
Thouvart the detcendant of the generous
race of - Hafchem ; grant me a fmall part
ot the treafures thou art mafter of. —It
is not -t me, 1t is to the Apoftle of - God
« thou

€<
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<« thou fhouldft addrefs thy wifhcs.-_..My

< clothes are tatters; years have wory
¢ out my ftrength.—Let us exchange ;
¢ take mine. He pulled his clothes off on
¢« the fpot, and gave them to him. The
¢ Arab, perceiving that ‘hey were worn and
¢ pieced, {ays to him, Prince, art thou ig<
norant of this fentence of the fon of
“ Harima : The rich who covers bimfelf with
 rags, is not Icfs fubjeét to death.”

It is with this fort of liberty that the
Arabs fpeak to their Chiefs. Wholly de-
voted to their interefts, on the leaft fign of
their will, they arm to repulfe the oppref-
fion of the Turks, who have never been
to reduce them. If victory declares in their
favour, they remain in pofieffion of their
erritories.  If conquered, they abandon
them, and, carrying with them their wives,
their children, and.their flocks, they retire
into the depth of the defarts. There they
wait to avail themfelves of the times of
trouble and confufion, when they return,
full armed, to attack the enemy, and re~
fume their pofleflions. Were thefe Chiefs
to upite their forces, and form a league a-

gainft

&
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gainft the Turks, thsy would expel them
without difficulty, and make themfeives
fovereigns of Egypt. The policy of the
Beys prevents thefe alliances, by fowing
diffentions amongft them, by aiding the
weak againft the ftrong, by confirming the
authority of thofe only who appear favoura-
ble to their defigns ; and above all, by de-
ftroying, by firatagem, or poifon, the Emirs,
whofe power, talents, and ambition, they
greatly fear.

Thefe Arabs are the beft people in the
world. They are ignorant of the vices of
polithed nations. — Incapable of conceal-
ment, they are ftrangers to trick and falfe-
hood. Lofty and genefous, they openly re-
pulfean infult with an armed hand, and ne-
ver revenge themfelves by treachery. Hof-
pitality amongft them is facred: Their
houfes and their tents arc open to all travel-
lers of every religion. 'They treat their .
guefts with as much refpeét and affection as
their own relations. 'This honourable vir-
tue is carried {o far amongft them, that if the
enemy, whofe ‘death they have vowed, can
fubmit to come and take coffee with them,

Y OLu L. s



he has no longer any thing to fear for hig
life. This is the only circumftance wherejy
they forget their refentment, and renounce
the pleafure of revenge. The following
fact to which I was a witnefs, will give yoy
fome idea of their uprightnefs, An Arab
Scheik has long paid an annual vifit to the
French quarter. He takes fuch goods as he
wants of a2 merchant, without any other fe-
curity than his word. The following year
he returns at the fame period with the price
of his former purchafe, and to buy new
ftuffs. One year he was prevented by ill-
nefs from attending at the ufual time, but
he fent his fon with the gold, and likewife
to continue this commerce, a circumiftance
which does equal honour to the two na-
tions.

The third fpecies of Arabs is compre-
hended under the general denomination of
Bedaout, inhabitants of the defart. Thefe
paftoral people cccupy thofe burning foli-
tudes, which extend to the eaft and weft of
Egypt. Separated into tribes, they do not
cultivate the earth, and feed on barley, the
fruit of the date-tree, the fleth and milk of

* ‘their
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their herds. Thefe they condué& into the
vallies, where they.find pafturage and wa-
ter. When every thing is exhaufted in one
{pot, they place their tents, their wives, and
children, on camels; mount on horfeback
themfelves, and the whole tribe fets off in
fearch of another habitation. Thefe fo-
vereigns of the defarts, declared enemies of
all the caravans, attack them wherever they
fall in with them; and compel them either
to pay a tribute, orto fight: If they meet
with too fharp a refiftance, they retire with=
out apprehending the purfuit of their ene-
mies. If they conquer, they ftrip every
body, and divide the booty ; but they never
kill any one unlefs to avenge the blood of
their companions. ‘The traveller who puts
himfelf under their prote&ion has nothing
to fear either for his life or his riches,~for
their word is facred. I have never read in
hiftory, I have never heard upon the {pot,
that an Arab ever violated his plighted faith:
This is a trait which charaterizes at once;
and feparates this from all other nations on
the earth. Their eagernefs for plunder has
not made them renounce the laws of hofpi-

T 2 talitys
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“tality. This virtue is not. lefs honoured

amongft them than amongft the Arab cul-
tivators. Mr. de St. Germain, after his
misfortunes in pafling the ifthmus of Suez,
arriving at the tent of a Bedouin, almoft
dead, owed his life to the generous atten-
tion of his hoft, who condu@®ed him to
Grand Cairo as foon as his health was re-
ftored. Mr. Pages, flying acrofs the fands
of Defart Arabia, with feven Arabs, loft his
water and his provifions. Falling from his
camel, he was on the point of being facri-
ficed to the refentment of a tribe which had
been infulted. One of his companions dif-
mounted at the hazard of his life, made the
Frenchman mount behind him, and carried
him off toa place of fafety. On the jour-
ney, the Arabs, who had only a fimall barley
cake for their daily nourithment, divided it
into eight fhares, of which they always gave
a double portion to the'ﬂ:ranger.

Their exceflive love of liberty makes them
prefer thefe frightful defarts, where they
live independent, to the rich plains of Egypt,
which would enflave them. ‘That Govern-
ment has more than once offered them lands,

which
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“which they have refufed rather than fubmit
‘to be governed by defpots. This fpirit of in-
dependence, fo well painted in the {criptures,
‘they “have inviolably preferved 'from If-

‘mael, their anceftor. Herodotus, the moft

-ancient hiftorian, thus reprefents them:
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Cambyfes (% ), defirous of leading an
army into Egypt, fent Ambaffadors to the
King of the Arabs to demand a fafe paf-
fage of him. He obtained his'demand,
and the two nations pledged their mutual
faith. ' The Arabs, of all people, preferve
their oaths with the moft fidelity. The
following is their method of concluding
treaties. . One of them, ftanding up be-
tween the contracting parties, cuts the
palm of his “hand with a fharp ftone;
he then takes the border of their robes,
tinges them with blood, and rubs feven
ftones with it, which he places in the
midft of them, invoking Bacchus and
Urania. 'If he who has follicited the
alliance be a ftranger, he becomes after
this ceremony their facred gueft, and if a

(#) Herodotus, Thalia.
“® native



1

278 LB T-T-F % §

¢« pative of the country, he is looked Upen
« a5 a citizen of the tribe with whom the
¢ treaty is formed, This compaétis invio.
¢ lable for ever.” Thefe ceremonies are
no longer obferved amongft the Arabs. Op
occafion of treaties, thcy content themfelveg
with mutually {queezing the hand, and’
fwearing by the head, that they will faith
fully obferve the cenditions agreed upen,
and they are never perjured.

Diodorus Siculus, who wrote fcveral ages
after Herodotus, paints them in the fame
colours, I fhall add this paffage, becaufe it
will demonfirate to you how little this peo-
ple are changed, and as it is perhaps the
only hiftorical portrait which, at theend of
eighteen hundred years, will ferve for the
fame nation (/). ¢ The wandering Arabs
¢ dwell in the open country, without any
¢ roof. They themfelves call their country
¢¢'a folitude, They do not choofe for their
abode places abounding in rivers and in
fountains, left that allurement alone
fhould draw enemics inta their neigh-

(34

113

{!) Diodorus Siculus, lib. 19.

. “ bourhood.
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bourhood. Their law or their cuftom
forbids them to fow corn, to plant fruit-
trees, to make ufe of wine, or to inhabit
houfes. He who fhould viclate thefe
ufages would be punifhed infallibly with
death, becaufe they are perfuaded that
whoever is capable of fubjecting him-
{elf to fuch conveniencies, would foon
fubmit to mafters in order to preferve
them. Some lead their camels to graze,
fome their fheep. The latter are the
wealthieft ; for befides the advantages
they derive from their flocks, they go to
{ell in the fea-ports, frankincenfe, myrrh,
and other precious aromatics, which they
have received in exchange from the inha-
bitants of Arabia Felix. Extremely
jealous of their liberty, at the news of
the approach of an army they take
refuge in the depth of the defarts,
the extent of which ferves them as a
rampart. The enemy, in fact, per-
ceiving no water, could not dare to tra-
verfe them, whilft the Arabs being fur-
nithed with it, by means of veflels con-
cealed in the earth, with which they are

T 4 “ acquainted,
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acquainted, are in no danger of this "W:.mt.,
The whole {oil being compofed of clayey
and foft earth, they find means to dig
deep and vaft cifterns, of a fquaré form,
each fide of which is the length of an
acre. Having filled them with rain-
water, they clofe up the entrance, which
they make uniform with the neighbour-
ing ground, leaving fome imperceptible
token, known only to themfelves. T‘hcy
accuftom their flocks to drink only once
in three days (m), fo that when they are
obliged to fly acrofs thefe parched fands,
they may be habituated to fupport thirft.
As for themfelves, they live on fleth and
milk, and common and ordinary fruits.
They have in their fields the tree which
bears pepper (n), apd a great deal. of
wild honeéy; which they drink with wa-
ter., There are other Arabs who culti-

(m) The Abyfinians, who fet out from Girgé to thelr

own country, having a defart of feven days journey to
pafs, accuftom their camels to perform it without drink-~

Iﬂg
(7) 1 imagine Diodorus was deceived here, and that

the pcpper was brought inte Arabia by fhips from India.

¢ vate
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«« yate the'éarth. They are tributary liké
¢¢ the Syrians; and refemble them in other
“ refpects, except that they 'do not dwell
« in “houfes. - Such are pretry ncar]y {hc
«¢ manners of this people.™ « :
This ‘picture, drawn by’ thc hand of an
Cnllghtcncd hiftorian, is of a very ftriking
accuracy. -~ We difeover- in it the " Be-
douins of our days. May I be permitted to
extra@ - from -thé fameé "author a paffage
which' wonderfully paints” at = once  their
‘uprightniefs of chara@er, and the treachery
of the Greeks. “ The Nabathéan Arabs
“ had quitted ‘their defarts, to repair ‘to'a
“ place of commerce, where a celebrated
fair was held. ‘Before their departure,
they had depofited in the caverns of a
mountain, their wives, their children, and
¢ their riches. This rock fituated at two
““ days journey from every habitation, and
‘¢ protected both by its pofition, and by the
*“ burning folitudes, appeared to them out
“of the reach of the enemy; but the
“ Greeks; thirfting after gold, availed them- -
felves of this moment to attack it. ~ Athe-

naus, one of the captains of Antigonus,
€6 fﬁt

48
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fet out from Idumea with a body of light
armed troops, marched ninety-one leagueg
in three days and nights, and reached the
afylum of the Nabatheans. He entereg
it by force, flew a part of the wretche;
fhut up in it, made a great many prj-
foners, carried off the frankincenfe, the
myrrh, and four hundred talents of filver
which were depofited there. He only
remained there three hours, and fled acrofs
the defart with his booty. When he
had got ten leagues from the rock, the
heat.and fatigue obliged him to repofe,
A camp was haftily prepared. The fol-
diers, worn down with laffitude, and
imagining they had nothing to fear, re.
figned themfelves to fleep. But the Na-
batheans had been apprized by meflengers
of the invafion of the Greeks. Setting
off immediately they repaired to their
habitation. The blood of their old men
the lamentations of the wounded, filled
them with horror, They flew to ven-
geance; and in a few hours came up
with their enemies. Some of the pri-

* foners, taking advantage of the negligence

6 Qf
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of the Greeks; broke their chains, and
gave information of the {tate they'we;c
then in. On this intelligence, the Arabs
attacked the camp on all fides, and en-
tered under cover of the darknefs, They
put to death the foldiers that were afleep,
and pierced with their darts thofe who
were rifing to take arms. The maffacre
was general. Fifty horfemen only ef-
caped, and they were moftly wounded,
The Nabatheans, having recovered their
prifoners and their treafure, conveyed
them back to their habitation. After giv~
ing this leflon to the Greeks, they wrote
to Antigonus, to complain of Athenzus,
and to juftify their conduét,  That prince
difavowed the expedition of his general,
declared that he had undertaken it with-
out his participation, and that their de-
fence was ftrictly juft. He made ufe of
this difiimulation te put them off their
guard, by removing every caufe of mif-
truft, hoping to avail himfelf of foms
favourable moment to revenge the defeat
of his tsoops; but the Arabs reckoning
little on the good faith of the Greeks,

“ kept
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kept upon their guard, and placed Cenre
tinels on elevated fituations to give notice

‘of the appearance of an enemy. ‘They

(oon difcovered the wifdom of this pre-
caution. After fome months had elapfed,
Antigonus fent eight thoufand picked
men againft them, commanded by his {op
Demetrius. ‘This corps marched by in_
dire& routes in order to furprize thcni_
The Nabatheans apprized by their {pies,
withdrew their flocks towards the ex-
tremity of the defart, and fortified them-
felves in the mountain. Demetrius found
it guarded by a body of brave youth,
who made a vigorous refiftance.  After
making a fruitlefs attack on it with
all his forces, he retreattd and pretended
to take flight. The next day, he re-
newed the attack with no greater fuccefs.
Theén an Arab cried to him with a
loud voice: King Demetrius, what can
induce you to make war againft a people
who dwell in a defart, without water,
wine, and provifions; in a word, deftitute
of every thing which forms the objeét of
your cupidity and”your quarrels? The

““ horror
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horror of {lavery has conducted us into
this fo]if;ude, deprived of all the- geod
thmgs fo greedily fought after by men.
This it is which has reduced us to fuch.
a folitary and favage life as difables
us  from doing you any injury. . We
{fupplicate you thcr_efore,. and the King
your father, to leave us in repofe. We
will even make you prefents to engage
you to withdraw your army, and to re-
ceive the Nabatheans amongft the num-
ber of your friends. If thefe reafons
cannot - prcv*ul upon you, neceflity will
oblige you to quit a defart, where you
will foon want water and provifions.
Never, will you f{ubjet us to other cuf-
toms. What do you hope for then from

this expedition? It will terminate at the

worft by carrying off from us {fome {laves,
who will only ferve you againft their in-
clination, and whom you will not be able
to bend to your manners, and your ufages.
Struck with this difcourfe, Demetrius
made peace with the Nabatheans.”

Such, Sir, were the Arabs before and

after Alexander; f{uch are they in our days.

The
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The love of independance ftill glows: b
their hearts. Their averfion for all foreign
dominion, makes them prefer the hor;or'
of thefe defarts to the moft advantageous
eftablifhments. Liberty has fo many charms
for them, that fupported by her they boldly
brave hunger, thirft, and the confuming
ardour of the fun. Humbled fometimes,
but never fubjected, they have bid defiance
to all the powers of the earth, and have re-
pulfed thofe chains which have alternately
been borne by the other nations.  The Ro-
mans, thofe mafters of the world, loft whole
armies which they fent to the conqueft of
this country. The Egyptians, the Perfians,
the Ottomans, have never been able to re=
duce them. 'T'his lofty people alone, there-
fore, have preferved that elevation of cha-
racter, that generofity, that inviolable fidelity
vhich do honour to humanity. Treachery
and perjury are unknown amongft them.
Iznorant, without defpifing the fciences; a
found reafon, a reGitude of underftanding,
an, clevated mind, diftinguifh them from all
the Orientals. Before ftrangers, as in the

prefence of their princes, they invariably

3 maintain
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maintain the dignity of man, and never de=
fcend to low flatteries. Serious without
morofenefs, witty without oftentation, frank
without imprudence, they are well ac-
quainted with the charms of a converfation
intermixed with gaiety and wifdom. Friend-
thip is facred amongft them, and friends are
brothers. Nor are they ftrangers to delicacy
of fentiment. Their poems afford a defcrip-
tion of that burning love which they refpire
with the ardour of the fun, and not unfre-
quently of that gallantry, which feems
peculiar to polithed nations. Such, Sir, are
thefe Arabs whom the powerful genius of
‘one man knew how to unite in overthrow-
ing the neighbouring thrones, in conquering
kingdoms, and giving laws to two thirds of
the habitable globe. They have loft their
conquefts, but they have retained their cha-
ralter, their religion, and their manners.
Could another Mahomet be found in the
eaft capable of colleting their different
tribes under one banner, he might once
more fubject Afia and Africa to their domi-
nion. It is amongft the Arabs the philo-
{fopher fhould go to ftudy primitive man,

and
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and not amongft nations, whofe minds apng

hearts, and affections, are corrupted by def.; .

potifm and fervitude.

After the Coptis and the Arabs, the Mo.
grabians, or Weftern Mahometans, are the
moft numerous inhabitants of Egypt. Some
dedicate themfelves to commerce, others
ferve in the armies. ‘Their nation muft
not be judged from the fpecimen of thofe
individuals we fee at Grand Cairo. Such
as embrace the military line are almoft all
adventurers,  guilty of great crimes, and
whom the dread of juftice has banifhed from
their country. Thefe mercenary foldiers,
lawlefs, and without faith, abandon them-
felves to every excefs, and invariably fell
themfelves to the Bey who promifes them
the higheft pay.

The real Turks are by no means nume-
rous in this country. The corps of Jani-
- zaries and of Azabs are compofed of them.
They abufe their -power, to pillage the
Egyptians, and f{trangers, and employ every
method to amafs great wealth. Sometimes
they make themfelves formidable to the
Pacha and the Beys, and fell their fuffrages- -

for
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for gold. Thefe troops, as well .as the
Mograbians, have no d1fcxplme, and are to-
tally ignorant of the ufe of artillery.” It
would be impoffible for them to refift Euro-
pean tactics.

The Chriftians of Syria, the Greeks,'ahd
the Jews, devote themfelves wholly to com-
merce, to the exchange, and to the arfs.
The fubtlety of their underftanding has
rendered them alternately DireGors of the
Cuftom-Houfes, and Intendants of the re-
venues of Egypt. There is no depending
on their integrity. One fhould be always
onone’s guard againit their artifices. When
they get into credit, they make ufe of every
ftratagem to opprefs the European merchant,
‘to ftir up injuries againft him, and fo put
fhackles on his trade. The principal part
of them are goldfmiths, and work in gold,
filver, and precious ftones, with a tolerable
degree of perfection. Their works in fil-
lagree merit the approbation of connoiffeurs.
Several of them have eftablithed manufac-
tures of light ftuffs, which they fabricate
with Bengal cotton, and Syrian filk. The
natives purchafe it for their ufe, Thefe
gV oY. II, U ane-grirs,
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{tuffs, though well woven, are but of an ;.
different dye. Their colours have nejther
the brilliancy nor the duration of thofe of
India. ‘This is entirely owing to the igno-
rance of the artifts, for Egypt produces ex-
cellent indigo, carthamum, and various {ub-
ftances for colours. It is the fame with
their linens., The Egyptian flax, hereto-
fore {o celebrated, has loft nothing of its
quality. It is long, foft, and filky, and
would make fumptuous linen ; but from the
fault of the fpinners, who know not how to
employ it, coasfe linens only are manufac-
tured from it.

All thefe inhabitants, Sir, of different
manners, nations, and religions, amount to
near four millions. They are governed by
eight thoufand Mamalukes. If you are fur-
prized that fo fmall a number of foreigners
can keep this vaft herd under the yoke, you
will ceafe your aftonifhment on being in-
formed, that in the time of Auguftus, three
cohorts were fufficient to guard the The-
bais. Strabo, an ocular witnefs, and one of
the wifeft hiftorians of antiquity, relates the
following interefting facts.

2 * The
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“ The Egyptian nation is exremely nu-
“ merous, but it is by no means warlike,
¢ nor are the neighbouring people more fo.
¢ Cornelius Gallus, the firft Roman gover-
 nor fent into Egypt, marched againft the
“ inhabitants of Hieropolis (2), who had
¢ revolted, and made them return to their
¢ duty with a fmall body of foldiers. The
“ rigour of the impofitions having caufed 2
¢ general revolt in the Thebais, he appear-
“ ed, and the rebellion was immediately
“ calmed. After him, Petronius, at the
“ head of fome cohorts, ftopped the impe-
“ tuofity of many thoufand Alexandrians
* who had attacked him, and left a great
“ number of them dead on the field of
“'battle.  Elius Gallus, having entered
‘¢ Arabia with a part of the troops which
“ guarded Egypt, proved by his victories
“ how unwarlike thefe people are, and
“ would have conquered Yemen but for the
“ treachery of Sylleus. The Ethiopians,
““ taking advantage of his abfence, made an

(o) This cityis totally deftroyed. Its ruins are buried
under the fands of the Ifthmus of Suez,

LR . irruption
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irruption into the Thebais, overtumeq
the ftatues of Ceafar, carried off a rich
booty, and led away prifoners the feeb]q
garrifons of Philé and Elephantinos,
Petronius purfued them with ten thous
fand infantry and eight thoufand horfe ;
and though their army was compofed of
thirty thoufand foldiers, he forced it to

retire to Pfeleha, a city of Ethiopia.

Unable to obtain by his ambafifadors the
reftitution of the captives, he penetrated
into the country and gave them battle,
Thefe troops, badly armed and without
difcipline, could not ftand againft the
valour of the Romans. Some fled into
the defarts, others took fhelter within the
walls of the capital, and the greateft
number efcaped by {fwimming to an ifland
in the river.,” Amongft the latter were
feveral generals- of Candace, a warlike
woman, then Queen of Ethiopia. Pe- .
tronius croffed the Nile in boats, made
them all prifoners, and fent them to the
city of Alexandria. He then laid fiege
to Pfelcha and took it. A part of the
inhabitants' perithed in this attack.

¢ Aftes
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After this conqueft, he marched towards
Premnin, a town fortified by nature, and
to arrive at it, croffed thofe vaft fandy
defarts, where the army of Cambyfes was
fuffocated by the winds (p). Having
carried it by ftorm, he went to lay fiege
to Napata, where was the palace of Can-
dace with her fon. The queen, fhut up
in a neighbouring fortrefs, fent ambaffa-
dors to the Roman general to treat of
peace, and to offer reftitution of the cap-
tives, and the ftatues carried off.  'With-
out hearkening to thefe propofitions, he
attacked the place and became mafter of
it, but the young prince faved himfelf
by flight. Imagining that it would be
difficult to penetrate any farther, he re-
turned by the fame route, carrying back
with him vaft riches. He left four hun-
dred men in garrifon at Premnin with
provifions and ammunition for two years,
and returned into Egypt.”

This paffage, Sir, compleatly expofes the

(p) This paffage confirms what I have told you of

this difafter, on the credit of Herodotus.

U3 weaknefs
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weakne(s of the Egyptians and Ethiopjang
in the time of the Romans. They haye
not fince changed. A long flavery hag
ferved to extinguifh the little energy they
thendifplayed. Their ignorance in the pro-
feflion of arms ftill furpafies their cowardice.
During thofe calamitous days when war
raged in Grand Cairo, we heard the fix
pieces of cannon belonging to the caftle fire
againft the town. We obferved that it
took the artillery men half an hour to
charge them, for there was that interval
between every volley. Judge, Sir, if fuch
troops could ftand an inftant againft a few
European regiments. Any warlike nation
which fhould attack Egypt, would take it
without an obftacle; fhe might alfo eafily
conquer Ethiopia, get poffeffion of the gold
of thofe countries ; and miftrefs of the waters
of the Nile, divert them at pleafure through-

out Egypt, and preferve an inexhauftible
abundance.

I have the honour to be, &c.

EEE R
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R TaT:Er B AXEVE

OBSERVATIONS ON MARRIAGE AMONG
: THE EGYPTIANS.

Dignified with the title of Jacrament, marriage
among the Chriftians indiffoluble. The Le-
giflator of Arabia, copying the authority of
the patriarchs, and influenced by the force
of cuflom, has permitted repudiation, but
at the fame time endeavoured to refirain the
caprice of the men. The nuptial ceremo-
nies practifed by the Mabomctans and
Coptis, '

ot Mr. “EANE
Grand Cairo.

AI\IONG ST Chriftians, Sir, marriage,
raifed to the dignity of a facrament, becomes
an indiffoluble engagement. The laws in
certain cafes fufpend its effect, but they never
totally deftroy it. - (This holds good -only
amongft Catholicks). It behoves the con-
tracting parties, therefore, to be perfectly
acquainted with each other, that their in-

U 4 clinations
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clinations may be free, fince their haPpinefs
and that of their children depend on that
knowledge and that freedom. The Orieq.
tal manners, {o different from thofe of Ey.
rope, have compelled their Legiflators nog
to make an inviolable contract of that -
act. Amongft thefe people, the two fexes
live feparate, and do not converfe together.
How can the young man and the virgin
who have never beheld each other, vow
eternal love and inviolable fidelity ? Such
an oath, by expofing them to perjury,
would prove the fource of the greateft dif-
order. Mahomet, who knew men well,
and who was authorized by the example of
Abraham, and the other patriarchs, has
permitted repudiation. After endeavouring
to prevent it by prefcribing to the married
perfons thofe attentions, that tendernefs,
which ought to conftitute the delight of
their lives, he has faid, Such as fhall bave
Jworn to bave no further commerce with their

wrves, fball be allowed a delay of four montbs( q J;

- (7) “ When a Mahometan has made an oath to have

€ g
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¢/ during that time they fhould return to thems
felves, the Leord is indulgent and merei-
Jul.

If the divorce be firmly refolved, Gad _/ées,
and knows every thing.

This precept, Sir, authorizes rcpudxatmn,
but it leaves God to judge of the legitimacy
of the acion. In. the remainder of that
chapter, which is the fommary of all the
laws of the Mahometans, the Legiflator
ftrives to fix fome limits to the capricionf-
nefs of man. A Mahometan cannot efpoufe
a woman without affigning her a dowry in
proportion to his ability. If he wifhes to
feparate from her, he fends for the Judge,
and declares in his prefence that herepudiates -
her, and, at the expiration of his four
months grace, he beftows on her the portion
ftipulated in the contra& of marriage, and
whatever effeéts he has received from her.
If they have any children, the hufband re-

 no further commerce with his wife, he has four months
“ delay, during hich he may reconcile himfelf with
“he:  If e lets that t me elapfe, he is obliged to re-

pudiate her, fhe bec mes free, and may contract new
*“ engagements.”  Coran, chap, 2.

tains
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tains the boys, the wife takes away the
girls. From that moment they are free to
contract frefh engagements. The women
are not, as it is believed in Europe, fubjeq
to a perpetual flavery, When they have
ferious caufes for feparation they implore
the protection of the laws, and break their
chains. But in this cafe, they lefe their
dowry, and the wealth they may have
brought into their hufband’s family; but
they regain their liberty.

Sometimes a Mahometan vows, without
juft caufe, that he will have no further com-
merce with his wife. Should he repent, he
may be reconciled to her, without the inter-
vention of the Cadi. The Legiflator has
fixed a period for this caprice, in the fol-
lowing verfe: He who fhall repudiate bis
wife three times, fhall not be allowed to take
ber back, until fbe fhall bave lain with an-
other bufband, who fhall have repudiated her.
They fball then be permitted to re-unite, if
they believe themfelves capable of obferviug the
eommandments of God(r ).

~ (r) Coran, chap. 7. ;
The
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~ The guilty hufband who finds himfelf
thus circumftanced, and who dreads that
fcparatien: the fentence of which he has
himfelf rafhly pronounced, endeavours to
evade the precept. He feeks for a friend
on whofe difcretion he thinks he can de-
pend, fhuts him up with his wife, in the
prefence of witnefles, and waits at the door
the event of this fingular {cene, - The proof
is delicate, and does not always fucceed
according to his withes, If the officious
friend, on coming out, fays, Bebold my wife,
and I repudiate ber, the firft hufband has
the right to take her back; but if, forgetful
of his friendfhip in the arms of love, he
declares that he acknowledges her for his
wife, he carries her off without any oppg-
fition. Such are the laws by which Ma-
homet has firove to fecure the peace and
happinefs of marriages. He has made that
ftate a ftate of fociety, the mutual atten-
tions of which, and the birth of children,
muft inceflantly bind them more clofely to
each other. Parties once contracted, do
not often avail themfelves of the liberty he
gives them. Divorces are much lefs fre-

quent
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quent among{t them than is generally he._
liecved. Many of them are contented even
with one wife, and do not profit by the pri-
vilege the law allows them of having four
at a time. This moderation muft be at.
tributed to the feparation of the fexes, ‘to
their mode of private life, to the charms of
which they are highly fenfible, and, above
all, to that tendernefs which attaches them
both to their children, who, brought up in
the patérnal manfion, become at once the
fupport and confolation of the authors of
their being.

The female relations of a young man are
the perfons who take upon them his eftab-
lithment. They have had the opportunity
of feeing naked at the baths the principal
part of the young women of the city. They
paint to him the portrait of them after /ife.
When his choice is fixed, they propofe the
alliance to the father of the young woman,
the dowry is fpecified, and if he agrees to
it, they make him prefents. Asfoon as the
parties are agreed, the female relations, the
friends and acquaintances of the young vir-
gin, conduct her to the bath. They ftrip
' her
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her with great folemnity. She is bathed,
thampoed, and perfumed. They tinge the
nails of their toes and fingers of a gold co-
lour, by means of the benné. They black
her eye-lathes with cobe/. They .mix pre-
cious eflences in her hair, and wath her whole
body with rofe-water. The women, naked,
without any other ornament than the flow-
ing locks of their beautiful long hair, lead
the young novice round the apartment, and 3
initiate her in the myfteries of Hymen.
"They appeafe the alarms of her timid heart,
by telling her of the pleafures fhe is going
to enjoy, and by celebrating the beauty and
riches of her young {poufe.’ The remainder
of the day is fpent in entertainments, in
dances, and fongs, fuitable to the occa-
fion. The next day, the fame perfons re-
pair to the houfe of the betrothed girl, and
tear her, as if by violence, from the arms of
her difconfolate mother. ‘They conduct her
in triumph to the hufband’s houfe. The pro-
ceflion ufually commences in the evening,
which is preceded by hired dancers, with
their feet faftened on long fticks, and ba-
lance-poles in their hands.. A number of
: {laves
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flaves difplay to the fight of the people 1
effects, the furniture, the trinkets, deftineg
for the ufe of the bride. Troops of dancing
girls advance, keeping time to the found of
inftruments. Next to them, matrons, rich-
ly clad, march gravely in the proceflion,
Then appears the young victim under amag-
nificent canopy, borne by four flaves. She
is fupported by her mother and her fifters.
A veil of gold, enriched with pearls and
diamonds, covers her entirely. A long train
of flambeaux lights the whole, and from
‘time to time chorufles of A4/mé¢ fing coup-
lets in praife of the new-married pair. I
have feen the pomp I am now defcribing
pafs twenty times through the ftreets of
Cairo.. They always take the longeft road,
for they are very proud of fhewing to the
people all the magnificence they are capable
of difplaying on fuch occafions.

When they arrive at the hufband’s houfe,
the women mount to the firft ftory, from
whence they perceive through the blinds of
 a gallery, every thing that paffes below.
The men, affembled in the faloon, do nct
mix with them.. They pafs a part of the.

night
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night in banqueting, drinking coffee and
therbet, and in liftening to mufic. The
- dancing girls defcend amongft them, take off
their veils, and difplay their wonderful ac-
tivity and {kill. They play mufe feenes to
the found of the tabor, the cymbals,
and the caftanets, in which they re-
prefent the combats of Hymen, the refift-
ance of the young bride, and the ftratagems
of love to gain the point. Nothing can
equal the voluptuoufnefs of their motions,
and the licentioufnefs of their poftures.
There is no occafion for words to under-
itand their pantomimes. Every thing is
painted by them in fo natural a manner,
that it is impofiible to miftake them. I
have affifted fcveral times at thefe reprefen-
tations, and never without being furprized
how a people, who preferve in public fo
much refpect for the women, can be fo paf-
fionately fond of thefe lafcivious dances.
When they are finithed, a chorus of A/né
fing the epithalamium, fo celebrated amongft
the Greeks, extolling the incitements of the
}:O't‘-ng bride, more beautiful than the moon,
trether than the rofe, more odoriferous than

the
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the jeflamine, and the felicity of ‘the mor-
tal who is about to enjoy fo many chappygs.
During the ceremony, fhe pafies frequenﬂy
before her hufband, always in new drefles,
to difplay her gracefulnefsand riches. When
the affembly are at length retired, the huf-
band enters into the nuptial chamber, the
veil 1s taken off, and he fees his wife for the
firft time. When fhe is a girl, the tokens
of her virginity muft appear, otherwife he
has a right to fend her back the next day to
her parents; and this is the greatelt di{-
honour that can happen to a family.  Ac-
cordingly there is.no country upon earth
whese young girls are watched with more
care, nor where one'is more certain of mar-
rying a virgin.

Such are the marriage laws and ceremo-
nies amongft the Egyptians. The poor, as
well as the rich, obferve them {fcrupuloudly.
The daughter of the mechanic is conduéted
in the fame manner to her hufband. All
the difference confifts in the fpe&tacle that
furrounds her. Inftead of flambeaux, the
proceffion takes place by the light of pine-

wood carried in iron chafing-dithes, on the

3 end



GNn e Y R.e 395

end of long poles. Inftead of dancing |
girls, and muficians, fhe is preceded by
tabors, and hired men-dancers. The
daughter of the poor man, in fhort,
who can have neither canopy, nor retinue,
borrows a veil, marches to the found of
cymbals, or pieces of metal agitated in ca-
dence by a fet of low fellows.

The Coptis obferve nearly the fame cere-
monies ; but they have the cuftom of be-
trothing young girls at fix or feven years old.
A ring which they put upon the finger is the
fymbol of this alliance. They frequently
obtain from their relations the permifiion to
bring them up at their houfes, until they are
marriageable. Repudiation, the baths, the
pompous efcort of the bride, arealfo in ufe
amongft thefe fchifmatic Chriftians, only
they are allowed but one wife at a time.
You will find, Sir, in the Arabian Tales,
defcriptions which refemble very much that
I have been giving you, becaufe the author
of that agreeable work, being perfectly
well acquainted with the manners and ufages
of his country, has defcribed them like a
fkilful painter. Thofe faithful pictures it

Vor. II. X i
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is which render his book of infinite valye,
It is in this point alfo that thofe romance
writers err, who, never having travelled in
the eaft, gives us, under the name of Orien
tal Tales, the foolifh dreams of their own,
imagination.  You there fee the Turks, the
Arabs, and the Perfians, metamorphofed in-
to French and Englithmen, and the moft
grotefque portraits inftead of nature.

I have the honour to be, &c.

-

LETTER
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I B+ T To BRY XLVIE

THE REVOLUTIONS IN THE COMMERCE
OF EGYPT, FROM THE MOST REMOTE
ANTIQUITY TO THE PRESENT TIME.

State of the Egyptian commerce under the
Pharaobs, the Perfians, and the Ptolemies,
who created a powerful marine ; and under
the Romans, who, guided by the Egyptians,
penetrated as far as Bengal. Declonfion
of z‘iﬁis extenfive commerce under the Princes
of the lower empire. Almoft annibilated
during the government of the Arabs. Re-
eftablifbed by the Venetians, who opened to
themfelves the ports of Egypt. The Por-
tuguefe deprive them of this trade ; in con-
Jequence of which the Venetians lofe both
thetr marine and their diftant provinces.
Aclual flate of the prefent commerce of this
country.

To Mr. L. M.
Grand Caxro

THE preceding Letters, Sir, prefent you
with {fome particular details on' the traffic

of the principal towns in Egypt. Thefe
X2 fcattered
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{cattered notions would be infufficient in ap
age when every Court of Europe looks op
commerce as an inexhauftible fource of
riches and of power. I fhall attempt to
trace out to you a rapid picture of the revo-
Jutions it has undergone, from the moft re-
mote antiquity to the prefent day. However
difficult the undertaking, its eventual utility
to my ceuntry encourages me to proceed.
The Egyptian Pharaohs were acquainted
with the advantages of trade. The nume-
rous canals they formed had a doublg objett,
that of diffufing fertility with the waters of
the Nile, and of tranfporting with facility
the produce of the country from one end of
the empire to the other. The fairs they
eftablifhed in the Delta and the Thebais
united the inhabitants of the moft diftant
provinces. Each man brought with him
the fruit of his induftry, and the whole na-
tion, by means of mutual éxchange enjoyed
the inventions of the arts, and the pro-
ductions of all the kingdom. The charms
of thefe water-voyages, the cool air they
breathed in them, the beauty of the banks
of the river, the neceffity of navigating

during
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during the inundation, rendered the fzgyp_
tians mariners ; and one may be led to think,
that the firft veffels on which men dared to
truft themfelves to the inconftancy of the
waves, were built in Egypt. Pleafure, in-
tereft, and religion, thofe powerful fprings
of human aéion, induced them to travel
from one temple to another. Throughout
the country there was nothing but feftivals,
illuminations, and affemblies, wherein the
merchant as well as the rich man found his
private advantage. ‘The Egyptians muft be
regarded as one of the moft ancient nations
of navigators. They made voyages on the
Red Sea long before the famous expedition
of the Argonauts. Danaus(’s) carried into
Greece, then in a flate of barbarifm, the
art of navigation and of commerce. His
brother, Sefoftris, foon after fet out with
two armies, one by land, the other by fea,
toconquer Afia. Whilft he reduced the in-
terior kingdoms, a fleet of four hundred fail
took poffeflion of the ports of the Arabic
Gulph, failed thrbugh the ftraits of

(s) Herolotus.

X 3 i Bd-’s



Bab Elmandel (t), and penctrated into the
Indian Ocean, which had never beheld vef.
fels of fuch a fize. It is from this ®ra thae
we muft date the commerce of Egypt with
Afia, which has never been interrupted fince
that remote period.

Sefoftris founded feveral colonies in the
courfe of his conquefts; one of them for-
tified itfelf on the coaft of Phcenicia. Tyre
erected her ramparts, cut down the cedars
of Libanon, to build veflels, and prepared
to difpute the glory of navigation with the
mother country, She fent her fhips as far
as the pillars of Hercules, and f{pread the
arts every where with her commerce (%),
The Egyptians on their fide, mounting the
Bofphorus, entered the Black fea, exchang-

(t) Bab Elmandel fignifies the Gate of the Handker-
¢hiefs, becaufe it was by this ftreight that Egypt has at all
times received the cottons, of which their handkerchiefs
are formed, which are {till called Adande].

(#) Clement, of Alexandria, fays, * The Pheenicians
% received letters from Egypt, and tranfmitted them to
“ the Greeks,” He adds in another place, “ Cadmus,
¢ the Pheenician, carried them into Greece, on which

“ account Herodotus gives the name of Pheenician to
¢ the Greek charatters,”

ing
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ing with their brethren (x) fettled in Col-
chis, the productions of their country with
thofe of the Northerns ; whilit the fleets of
the Red Sea went in fearch of the pearls,
the diamonds, the perfumes, and the pre- -
cious ftuffs of the eaftern world.
Commercial Egypt foon attained a high
“degree of power, She raifed in every part
thofe coloffal ftatues, thofe temples, thofe
obelifks, which cannot be contemplated
without admiration. The colleges of priefts
continually applied to the ftudy of the hea-
vens, taught navigators that aftronomy which
ferved them as a guide through the immen-
fity of the feas. Powerful without, rich in
her own productions, Egypt with her trade -
propagated the light of the fciences. Hav-
ing fpread amongft the favage nations of
Greece, the art of cultivating grain, fhe
difpofed them to civilization., It is thus
that the hardy mariners of Europe, fent by
Kings, friends to humanity, will reclaim
from barbarifin the iflanders of the South

() Herodotus afferts that Sefoftris alfo lefta colony in
Colchis, and that the Egyptians traded with them.

X 4 Sea
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Sea, by communicating our produiong
and our arts. The favage cannibal of New
Z-aland will ceafe, doubtlefs, to devour hig
fellow-creature, when our ﬂxcep, our cows,
and our feeds, fhall have procured him
abundant and certain food. Agriculture
will eftablith amongft them fociety and laws.
They will one day enjoy the advantages of
civilized nations. As their iflands do not
appear to contain any of the precious me-
tals, they will not be reduced to that {lavery
which would nip their virtues in the bud.
After the example of the Greeks, who dei-
fied their firft benefaors, they will ere&
‘monuments to George the Third and Louis.
the Sixteenth. 'Thefe, indeed, are aions
which immortalize Sovereigns, and the re-
membrance of which is for ever facred to
pofterity.

Greece, enlightened by the great men
who were taught in the fchools of Mem-
phis and Heliopolis, was divided into feve-
ral republics. Each of thefe petty ftates
withed to have commerce and a navy.
Tyre continued to fend forth her veffels into
the whole extent of the Mediterranean, and

Kiﬂgs
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Kings were decorated with purple. Pfam-
meticus (y/, a friend to the Grecks, oper 2d
to them the ports of Lgypt. Necos, his
fon, attempted to make a communication
between the Nile and the Red Sea. The
great obftacles he met with, and the lofs of
a multitude of workmenr, made him aban-
don his projet. He then formed another
enterprize, which proves to what a degree
the maritime art was then carried (/). He
fitted out fome fhips at Suez, the command
of which he entrufted to Phenician Cap-
tains, and ordered them to make the tour
of Africa. Thele fkilful navigators failed
out of the Arabic Gulph, dowbled the Cape of
(Good Hope, afcended to the northward, and
after three years navigation, arrived at the
Pillars of Hercules, from whence they re-
turned to Egypt, 'This was the firft time
of Circumnavigatjng this great continent.
The difficulties of fo long a voyage, ata
time when veflels were obliged never to lofe
fight of the coaft, made them abandon this
jfoute. They contented themfelves with na-

(y) Herolotus.
(%) Herodotus, lib. 4.

vngatmg
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vigating in the Mediterranean and the Kk,
dian ocean. The marine of Egypt was thep
the moft powerful, and that country the
richeft upon earth.

Apries, the fon of Necos, defeated in a
naval combat the combined fleets of the
Cypriots and the Tyrians, the two moft re-
nowned people in the art of navigation.
Emboldened by thefe fuccefles, Amafis fent
a fleet to the conqueft of Cyprus, and took
it. He found there wood and every proper
material for fhip-building in abundance.
This Pharaoh became the mafter of the
Mediterranean. To give more adtivity to
commerce, he called in the Greeks to his
ftates, and permitted them to build Nau-
crates, almoft at the entrance of the Canopic
branch. In order to prevent thefe new allies
from extending themfelves too far into the °
country, he reftricted their veflels from landing
any merchandize but in the harbour of that
town (z). The fairs eftablifhed there, and
the continual arrival of fhips, rendered it
very commercial. ‘The Ionians, the Dori-

(a) Herodotus, lib. 2.
ans,
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ans, the Eolians, built temples there at their
Joint expence. Whatever their magnifi-
cence might have been, they had not the
folidity of the Egyptian edifices, and the
traveller at this day feeks in vain for their
ruins.

The profperity of this kingdom was atits
height. The arts were nearly brought to
perfeGion. Aftronomy predicted the eclipfes
with accuracy. The fculptor engraved fine
ftones, and fathioned at his pleafure the
hardeft marbles. Mechanifm elevated in
the air maffes of an aftonithing fize. Chy-
miftry ftained glafs, gave more brilliancy to
precious ftones (4), and printed indelible
colours on ftuffs by the means of corrofives.
Agriculture had enriched this country with
the produions of India, a prefent which it
has fubfequently made to Greece, to Italy,
and all Europe. Yes, Sir, every time we
fee bread white as fnow, rice, peas, beans,
and feveral other vegetables, we ought to
return thanks to the Egyptians, who firft
communicated thefe precious gifts to the

(2) Pliny.
Greeks,
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Greeks, from whence they pafled tq e
Romans, and were By them tranfmitted tq
the Gauls.

When famine was exercifing its ravages
amongft the neighbouring nations, like the
children of Jacob they came to Memphis in
fearch of their fubfiftence. ‘Thefe great ad-
vantages were partly owing to the com-
merce of the Pharachs, who fent forth their
ficets to trade from the lfle of Tatrobane,
now called Ceylon, to the diftant ports of
Spain. 'The polithed nations of Africa and
Europe received from them the objects of
utility, of luxury, and comfort. Itis partly
to the prodigious benefits of their trade that
one muit attribute their admirable works.
Never, did a nation collect {o many treafures,
nor cultivate the arts and {ciences with
more ardour, Never did a nation conftruét
fuch noble monuments. The gold duft
rolled down by the torrents of Ethiopia, the
pearls of Ormuz, the perfumes of Arabia,
the ftuffs of Bengal arrived at Memphis,
become the moft commercial city upon
earth. :

Egypt enjoyed this flourithing condition,

when
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when Cambyfes attacked it with innume=
rable armies. Amafis had the imprudence
to give caufe of difcontent to the militia of
the country, by giving the preference to the
Grecian troops, and one hundred and fifty
thoufand men abandoned their country.
The defertion threw this beautiful kingdom
into the hands of the Perfian Monarch,
who ravaged it with fword and fire. Intoxi-
cated with his victory, this favage conqueror
deftroyed the académies, and left on thofe
monuments he was unable to overthrow,
the barbarous marks which are ftill vifi-
ble. After facrificing thoufands of fol-
diers in the mad expedition he under-
took againft the temple of Jupiter Ammon,
and the Ethiopians, he left a detachment of
his army in Egypt and returned into Perfia.
Commerce fuffered from his exceffes, but
its eftablifhment had taken deep root, and in
{pite of the fhackles put upon it, it ftill
followed its courfe. Darius, the fon of
Hyftafpes, who knew its utility, reftored it
to to its priftine vigour, and favoured it in
the whole extent of his empire. He was
defirous even of cotinuing the canal begun

by



418 W It s

Sy Necos, and only relinquithed the enter.
prize on the falfe intelligence of his engi-
neer, who informed him that the Red Seq
was higher than the Mediterranean, and
would confequently overflow Egypt. Seylax
having defcended the river Indus, by his or<
der, difcovered the coafts of a part of Afia,
from eaft to weft, and after two years navi«
gation, he returned to the Ifthmus of Suez.
The difcoveries he made for the King of
the Perfians, determined him to carry hig
armies into India, where he made great
conquefts. The Egyptians availed them-
felves of this opportunity to extend their
trade, to repair their lofles, and to reftore
their marine. They ferved the ambition of
this prince againft the Greeks (¢, furnithed
his armies with provifions, and affifted him
in building that memorable bridge which
joined the two banks of the Bofphorus, and
in the fea-fight near the Ifle of Eubea, they
took five fhips from the enemy. Their
valour and maritime fkill fhone in the en-
gagements of Salamin, and of Mycale; but

(¢) Herodotus, lib. 4.,
el the
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the Republics of Sparta and of Athens were
then enflamed by the love of liberty, the
firft and nobleft of motives, and the great
men they produced, withftood the efforts of
Afia and Africa, confpired together for their
ruin.

In the following century, a prince'bom
with an impetuous character, an elevated
genius, and an undaunted courage, by fight-
ing againft Greece learnt the art of con-
quering all the nations of the world. Hav-
ing attained the throne, he put himfelf at
the head of forty thoufand men, overthrew
the Satraps of Afia Minor, deftroyed haugh-
ty Tyre, which refufed to acknowledge any
mafter, and turned his arms againft Egypt.
That nation fuppofted with  impatience the
Perfian yoke. She fubmitted willingly. to
Alexander, and the country was conquered
without battle. Charmed with his recep-
tion amongft the Egyptians, and intoxicated
with the flatteging promifes of the Oracle
of Ammon (d },\\hc left them the fame
form of government and the fame religion.

(d) Quintus Curtius.
3 This
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This great prince, whofe mind had been
cultivated by a pHilofopher, and whofe ap,_
bitious views embraced ‘the empire of the
world, did not wifh to conquer, in order to
deftroy. To fecure Egypt, whofe impor. -
_tance he felt, he founded there a large city,
encompafled by three harbours, fit to re-
ceive the fleets of Greece, and the merchan-
dize of all nations. He traced out himfelf
the commercial plan which was to unite
together the difperfed members of his vaft
dominions; but he was carried off in the
flower of his age, and paffed like a torrent
on the earth. His generals divided his
fpoils, and became powerful monarchs.
Ptolemy, fon of Lagus, having received
Egypt for his fhare, endeavoured to carry
into execution the great projects of his
mafter. He called the merchants of Syria
and Greece into the city of Alexandria.
The unremitting favour he fhewed them,
rendered his kingdom flourithing, and fur-
nithed him the means of engaging his ene=~
mies with advantage, and of conquering the
Ifle of Cyprus. The Rhodians, his faith-
ful allies, having refufed to join their fleets

with
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with thofe of Antigonus to make war a-
gainft him, ‘were befieged by Demetrius
Poliercetes.  The powerful fuccours of corn
and naval ftores fent them by Ptolemy, aided
them greatly in triumphing over that re-
nowned warrior. Gratitade induced them
to beftow the name of Sozer or Saviour on
their defender.

Amidft the tumult of arms, the firft of
the Ptolemies occupied himfelf with zeal in
the profperity of his néw government. The
approach to Egypt was extremely dangerous
from the lownefs of its coaft. Veffels were
frequently dafhed on fhore by tempefts, be-
fore- they - were able to difcoverit. He built
on “the Ifle of Pharos, that fuperb tower
which overtopped the feas, and on which
was written in large charalters: 7o the Sa-
Visur Gods, for the utility of navigatim. The
white marble it was compofed of, made it
diftinguifhable from a great diftance in the
day time. At night, a lantern was lighted
on it to direct the veflels in their courfe.  All
antiquity has celebrated this magnificent
work. It is thus too that the French will
blefs: the memory of 2 proteting king, who

Vor. II. Y is
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is conftrudting a noble harbour in the m;jd.
dle of the waves. Pofterity mll“ﬁnq“@
fay, on beholding whole fquadrons in, (,;fmy
behind . piers ‘miraculoufly formed at, Cher..
bourg, by, a fkilful cngmccr, Here Louis
"XV, enchained the waves of the-ocean,, .,
Alexandia, by her ports ,ﬁtpmte.dh_to the
weft, the north, and fouth, -received. the
merchandize . of  the, whele:uniyerfe, . She
was, as Strabo calls her, the greateft market
in the world. .. Not, content with. thefe at-
tentions, Ptolemy erected an icadémy, the
learned men of ‘which; 1by: his order,; went
to vifit, thc different, countries of the earth,
to examine their, riches apd. their  produc+
tions. The; monarchs. of  France;have in
our days imitated this brilliant example, by
fending academicians:from the: Pole.to the
Eguator, to meafure degrees of the-globe,
and acquire ufeful knowledge for geography
and navigation. . I\oththﬁanqlmg.thc VArs
in which the fon;of Lagus avas.engaged
aomnﬁ: Syria, h_e colleéted - manufcripts
frony, all parts to compofe thal: famong hi-
brary, . thc -deplorable, fate, of . which i ftil]
excites, comr. regret., ;Eb¢, Monuments . of
s - ' 11 1oghis
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this oprince have perithed, bat his glory is
immiortal; fince ‘atcthe fame time that he
was chacing the eénemy from the frontiers
of 'his deminionhs, "he-was indefatigible in
fecuringithe happinefs.of his people: '

Ptolendy < Philadelphus .marched ini the
foot=fteps of -his-fathery and rendered Egypt
froitfub and Happy. 1+The pomp ' he dif«
played on his aceéffion to the throne; proves
the extent of the commierce of this king-
domzs iAthenzus defcribes it at length.: I
thall only fele& theé: leading traits. - The
produtions of eévery climate were ithere {feen
colledted “together. ~‘The proceflion ~was
opened by women flaves/of Afia-and Africa,
drefled after the manner of their refpective
countries. - They were: followed: by camels
laden with frankincenfe; {affron, cinnamon,
and precious aromatics: ' A band of ‘Ethio~
piany tarried - four Thundred elephants tectly
and‘a great quantity of ebony., The Aby{<
finians were loaded with the gold duft which
they gathér on the fides of their torrents.
The Indians difplayed to the eyes of the
people ‘the pearls, the diamonds, and the
varied riches of -their. climate.- A number

: N 2 of
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of rarc animals was led in proceflion
their keepers.  The moft beautiful birds of
Africa, the theep of Abyflinia, of the chen;
and of Greece; the oxen of India, of the
moft brilliant whitenefs; bears from the
north; leopards, panthers, the lynx, the
giraffe, the rhinoceros, decorated the caval-
cade. Thefe different objects can only be
met with in a country which traffics with
2ll the nations of the world.

Ptolemy Philadelphus, either better ac-
quainted: with the level of the fea, or more
fortunate than Necos and Darius, continued
the canal which was to join the Nile to the
Red Sea, and had the glory of compleating
it. He began at the Pelufiac branch, and
extended it as far as Arfinoé, now called
Aggerout (¢). The waters were prevented
from rufhing into it too violently, by fluices
placed at the entrance. It was made to pafs
by lakes which fed it, and ferved as refting:
places for the boats.  Hiftory dees not in-
form us whether this canal was of any great

(e) Aggerout is at this day. fwo leagues from the port
of Suez. This is the fpace the Arabic Gulph has re-
tized finice the reign of Ptolem]r Philadelphus. -

4 bcnéﬁt



Benefit, to commerce; but as it was necef-
fary to arrive there; to run along the whole
length of the Arabic gulph, the extremity
of which is very narrow and extremely dan-
gerous, Ptolemy opened another route for the
merchants. He founded a city in the lati-
tude of Sienna, and on the coaft of the Red
Sea, te which he gave the name of Berenice
his mother.  From that city to Cophtis,
he conftructed refervoirs, and places where
the caravans found refrethment in the mid-
dle of the defarts. It was twelve days jours
ney acrofs burning fands, and Berenice
prefented nothing but an open {hore expofed
to every wind. Thefe inconveniencies de-
termined navigators in the end to repair to
the port of Rat, now Coffeir, where they
found good anchorage. Frem that period, |
thé trade with India has been carried on by
the way I have already defcribed to you.

- To prote¢t the Egyptian merchants, the
Ptolemies kept up a formidable navy in the
Red Sea and the Mediterranean. Theo-
critus (/) affures us that they had ninety-

(/) Theocritus, 1dyll. 17,
<3 {even
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feven fhips of the firft fize, feveral of wiiiehy
were two hundred feet long, befide @' iuiL
titude of fmall veflels, and four ‘thowfand
barks, deftined to convey their orders th’r'ough
the whole extent of their empire. - - Tt was
by fuch means that Ptolemy Philadelphus
extended his conquefts very far into Ethiopia
and the Yemen, and ‘that he faw thirty-
three thoufand cities fubmitted to hisﬁ'fmy
Thefe fadts would appear incredibley - werk
they nlot attefted by’ writers wor‘th}z "of be-
lief, and did we not ]\now to what'a dearec
of fplendor commerce ¢an raife 4 ﬂmtc, or
were we unacquainted wi ith the ‘infinite re-
fources an enlightened Emperor might de~
rive from 'the fituation of Egypt, - commu®
‘nicating with two feas, ' and ‘pofieffed of -the
treafures of aninexhauftible/foil,

Ptolemy Evergetes imitated the exaniple
of his predecefiors, and founded his power
on trade, He encouraged it withall his
might,. maintained flects' on the Red Sea,
fubjugated feveral of the Homerite Kings
‘who reigned in Arabia Felix, enjoined them
to look after the fecurity of the highways,
and powerfully protected the caravans againft

the
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the Arabs.> Pluzing his reign the wealth of
ithe - Egyptiarid wasiat -its. height. © This
labundarite of golil;ahd goods of every kind,
sproduced at Aldxandria prodigious: luxury,
«and Co-rruptﬂdri the “Cotrt of . the Kings.
Meixin general: préferve their virtue beft in
emediocrity. Misfortune elevates: their minds,
sand gives full:fcopefor energy ; but theex-
-cef’of profperity enervates, and, by opening
-toithem 'the. rdoor -of the vices, clofes on
then 1that! of happinefs; . The Ptolemics,
‘atithe pinpacle. of ;power;: refigned  them-
Helvesdo effemiriacy and cotvardice, and toa
“general: relaxitian; iwhich influenced, the
~manneis ‘of ‘their dubjects 5, for ilic corrup-
“tiontof ftites . tikes! its rife invariably with
‘the great ; the fairth of thefe Princes, how-
‘ever, . performed:ifome - meritorious actions.
At the requeft of ; the Rhodians, he reftored
to liberty Andromachus, father of Achaus,
Sovereign of part of Afia Minory who had
entered intoa league with the Byzantines, to
exaéb a-duty on all veffels which fhould pafs
“the: Dardanelles.; ::Achaus, from gratitude
“for-this bounty, detached himfclf from his
allies, who renounced their pretenfions, and

) X 4 commerce,
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commerce, freed from this: lmpcduncnt e
fumed its ufual courfe. - He! mamtamed
-alfo the navy ereted by 'his anceftors, and
‘augmented it. 1 Under his empire were
veffels “conftru@ted of “a- prodigious ﬁzc,
and which have never fince been equalled.
Plutarch/g ) defcribes - one of . hxs gallies
which - had: forty rows of oars, was . three
nundred and feventy: feet long, and ﬁxty-
four in elevation at theftern.o. This-enor-
-mous vcﬁ'el by the. ﬁdc of which our three-
decked’ ﬂnps of ‘war would appear onlyas
fmall - frigates, contained - four ~hundred
failors to- hand the fails and rigging, four
thoufand rowcrs, and about three thoufand
foldiers  deftined for battle.  The art. of
{hlp-bulldmg and navigation muft have been
biought to great perfcéhon amongft - the
Egyptians, to form and put in motion {uch
immenfe ﬂnps wlucb, muﬁ: haVC refembled
floating oities. . )

The reigns « of the rcmdmdcr of thc Pto—
lemies prcfcnt nothmg but a feene: of un-
bridled luxury in thccapatal. and Princes
abandoncd ‘to- every excefs but even thefc

(g) Plu arch’s L:fc of Dcmetr:u .
facts
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fa&ts demonflrate . the: treafures’ they muyft
have drawn from commerce, fince, in the
midft -of their prodigious expences,: the

-country was - rich -and- flourithing, From
'the bofom of the pleafures they were plunged
dn, they ftill at intervals beftowed fome at-
tention on itsadvantages.  Ptolemy Phyfcon
fent Eudoxus; the:Cyficenian, on an embafly

‘to {everal of ‘the Potentates of India. - The
reports of this celebrated navigator added to

the knowledge they already -had of -thofe

‘countries, and gave a new {pur to the avidity
of the merchants. = They made freth expe-
ditions to the eaft, and penetrated by the
Ganges even into Bengal. After the King’s

death, his widow, Cleopatra, ordered Eu-
'doxus to vifit the nations at the extremity of
“Africa,  He embarked on the Red Sea, and
vifited the inhabitants of the coaft of Sof-

fala. - Having found on the beach the prow
‘ot a vefle] which was known to be of Cadiz,
he formed the projeét of coafting along the
thores of this great. continent.  On his re

turn to Egypt he found on the throne Pto-

7_18.my Lathyrus, by whom he was not liked,
and ‘he attempted therefore an enterprize

: : which
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fiwhich-ho hadimeditated. -+ Hefailed oyp gf
-the rftraitsiiofsBabselmundel; doubled, /¢hje
-point: of :Africogiand returned o the Piliaps
wof :H -culeshnBhis" was: the 2fecond stime
fof nperforming:d: this ~hardy.: voyages! adin
-thofeages ‘whenthere was: no. compafs, to
sdirect the:mariner’s: courfe; we . may« eafily
conteive how., difficult fuch: an undertaking
-muft bave béen, -and what falénté-and: in-
ctrépidity were neceflaryito-furmount the oh-
tacles and. perﬂ:s ta - which he'was expofed.
vIhis:vayage was. then lefs eafyof execution
-than the cmcnnmawwatxon of the globe is at
Jht‘: prefent day.; Lo
~nder: Prolemy.! IX the merch:ugts dt
Alcxandna «continued to navigate the Black
3Scasito-Spain;: in-the Perfian ‘Gulph, and
feven-to the extremities of Indial! Itwas no
Jonger to the wife adminiftration of thefe
vKings: thit Egypt owed her extenfive com-
.mierce ; -butdt chad been eftablithed on fuch
-folid- founddtions, that-when:they: did not
firaighten it exceffively, it:followed the re-
-gular voutinedt no  bonual od Jqiegd 2
.= During -the war. of Alexandria, carrled
“on for fome time by. Ptolemy- XII. againft

Julius
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JuliosCifar, thdtGenerdl burntrofedun:
dredcandbren large velicls; yet the Egfaiiis
Millchald refources toequipra fectcapablmoal -
‘thakiry héad againftothe enemysdbut fiwho
<buld refifl 'the' fublime tdlents iofdCxfaf?
The Klegandrians made but " a 'feeble{fand

“againft- the ‘eonquerorof: the Gawhsdyi dt
‘was referved to'z woman sto “trivmphdover
thisgreat “man.« >/T'hei famous Cleopatra
overcame: the vidor;>and entangled him in
het net by irrefiftible charms.! - ThisiQueen
difplayed: during her whole life’ a -magnifi-
cence and ‘a prodigality;  of which “hiftory
“coes* not afford us a ‘fecond ‘example /4.
Suminoried . by Anthony, then at'Tarius,
in"Cilicia; ‘to render an account of hef con-
dult, fhe fet out to wait on the Roman Ge-
neral.© Having traverfed the Mediterrancan,
fhe afcended the river Cydnus in a vefld,
the brilliant defcription of which refembles
‘What the ‘poeis: cll us of the fhell of
Venus. " The fa Is were of purple, the head
and ‘the fides {parkled with gold. . Plates of
filver covered th. o , which were moved

(A) Plutarch’s Life of Anthony.
in
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in cadence to the found of infttumenes.
The Queen, carelefsly reclined under 2 ¢y
nopy enriched with gold and jewels of 4y
ineftimable value, had adapted her drefs to
the richnefs of the veflel. Pearls, diamonds,
and the richeft habits, veiled her charmg,
without hiding them. = Like the Goddefs of
Cytherea, fhe was furrounded by a crowd of
children, drefled in the manner of Cupids.
‘With their fans they cooled the air, breathed
by this new Divinity, whilft clouds of per-
fumes, which were perpetually burning, em-
balmed both the banks of theriver. Anthony,
who wifhed to punifh Cleopatra, foon experi-
enced the power of her charms.  He forgot
that he was her Judge, to become her lover.
Nor did the Queen of Egypt owe her vig~
tory only to her beauty; fhe had a great
deal of underftanding, and of the moft or-
namental kind. Shc knew all the languages
of the eaftern world.  Speaking perfectly
the Greek, Ethiopian, Hebrew, Parthian,
Syriac, and Perfian, fhe ufed to converfe
with the foreigners who were: perpetually
arriving at Alexandria, each of them in his
native language. ‘That city, fince the fal]
of
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of Carthage and of Corinth, was become the
centre of the commerce.of. the world (3.,
There were reckoned in it three hundred
thoufand free perfons, and at leaft double
the number of flaves. - f
Cleopatra had chained Cefar a.n_dl_.Ap-
thony to her car 5 but having made the fame
attempt in vain on Auguftus, a cold and
artful man, and dreading to adorn the tri-
umphal pomp of this faftidious congueror,
the killed herfelf. Egypt pafled under the
dominion of the Romans. This conqueft
was for Rome, what Peru has been for
Spain, and what Bengal is now for England.
It diffufed gold and filver there in fuch
abundance, that Jands, merchandize, and
every article, doubled their Prices.. 1t
haftened the downfal of that empire.
Deprived of their monarchs, and. fub-
jected to the Romans, the Egyptians be-
came their fadtors. The people of Italy
entered - with- ardour into the trade with In-
dia, which, according to Pliny, rendered aze

(¢) Diodorus Siculus, lib. 1.
bundred
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Bandyab opids T THErF “voyapes
du&aﬁmi Qhélrwgexk:s 4 lggon':e:,t iy

Cl'nin
tnc“*ﬁﬁi'lu, pene{mted' iito’ the mtéuor of
théveoutitry 5 othérstraded to!'the ‘popey
of the.ifle of Ceylon: and others agaiy
dzmhhgf Cape’ Cormorin,  afcended” the
Gaﬁgcs as far as Palibotra £r ),’ ‘a ipowerful
city with whick’ #ie Lgyphaﬂs'had long
cirtied o 4 eteat cannnt:rde, and 'where
thiere Ywas general ‘toncomfe of 'all the ras
tions &f the eaftert world.s ' ‘Theybbrought
Back ith thel c'm}bn, and filke Raffy; of
which Abgtiffus wore the firfdreffes: - Af
ter hig cx‘aml’)le}"’éhé Rofitany bécame mucly
'rdth&cd to thel m{iﬂ'? oft! dle{?};, ahd pearlo. i
diamonﬂ:s, ana'pcrfumes, bécame: objedts of
réceflity-"  Now" that'‘the  niulberry-tree?
and the AlSvornt-are tranfp}&n{ed to Eus!
rop"é préciows fuffs unknown to the Roman
Confals;” dedoraté-men” of every éondition s
Wt Thate nof,”however; * yet “atfiifed - the
quqhty of thofe'of Bengil; norithe unalte=
rifl& permaneniey of their” colo@rsit "Perw
haps thelittle Indian colony, which an Ad-
miral [ Mri de “Suffrein J-whofe virtues,
< (k) Straboy lib. 15,

whofe
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whofe talents;afid whofeAiGoriesydo handui
t6'Francg, shas tranfported intg our ouintry;
may reveal:ta-our drtifts the decrets of-the
QmMaPc&mxtms. aadl | norolodymaft
"/In: proporton as'the Roniansﬁextafdcd ‘the
hmlts of : their: empirey:qthey>adoptedthe
ufages and the vices-ofothe congitered peo=
ple. - Egyiit, of all the: kingdomsofareir=
cumftanced,: ‘was ithatysehichliiifuegced
the moft their, manners;: _bmanfcat procurad
them the greateft irichescoo Theibeautiful
linen and «¢ofton: manufaiured -at Alekans
driay hér fuagnificent tapeftrys har chryftals
of various coldurs; wéresconveyed:to! Rame:
The grain. of -the ‘Thebais, -andiher abun
dant productions, fed theicapital- of !dtaly!
Erom that.period the ne Iéhger ftoot i meed
of manufagtures ; from . that -pefiod:ifg
Ceafed  toericourage 'the, Mabours wof ntlié
hufbandman. . In a fewyear$: {he dyas &ns
vironed with immenfe . parks- and! {uperb
Bardens;. ko, thoofe places where: the Eicta-
tors had not difdained to.conduct the plongh’s
on thofe fpots where they had dwelt-under
Ruttic, roofs, fprang up palaces ornafriented
With: floivery:-lavins, ; cafcades, ~and ,‘des

ny s bl |
10t : lightful
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lightful groves.” -Afiatic effemimcy il

vated the vigour of:thefe fierce Republjs

cans. - In vain did wife Emperors firive tq

ftem the torrent. 'The maftersof the worlg
had tafted the charis of inactive life; the

different nations 'payed them tributes; ‘tha

corn of Egypt rendered it unncceflary for

themito cultivate their lands: ‘They fondly

imagined that they' had nothing to do but

to enjoy the homage of! the world, and the

labours of the conquered nations, - Liberty,

the lalt ray ‘of which was ftifled by Au

guftus, “gave place to flavery. Al the vices

that follow in her train boldly reared ‘their

heads, and the.Romans became’ lefs jea-

Ious of commanding, than eager after feafts

and fpeftacles. = The thirft of gold com-

pleted their corruption. : Every thing at

Rome was venal ; foldiers and armies muft

be bought, and even the empu'e was expofed

to fale by the Pretorians. '

- Conftantine tranfported the feat of it from
Rome, and it was not long in being divided.

The partition of this great dominion was fols
lowed by its deftruction ; that of the weft fell
firft, becaufe it wanted the effentials which
o form
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form the permanence of fates, s;g_ﬁtiiituré,
and manners. Italy was nothing buta gar-
len. Itsinhabitants, enfeebled by luxury,
were unable to refift the efforts of the Bar-
barians; who attacked it on all fides: Egypt
Tong fupported the tottering throne of the
Emperors of Byzantium. In fpite of the
feverities exercifed by feveral of them upon
her ; in fpite of the contraGors who eftab-
lithed a deftructive monopoly in that coun-
try, fuch as is renewed in our days in great
cities; where fortunes are infinitely difpro-
portioned; commerce ftill continued to en-
fich Her. She furnifhed her Sovereigns with
great refources againft the different people
who were contending for their deftruction:
Cous; in poffeffion of the trade of India,
flourifhed for feveral ages; and became the
xival of Alexandris ; her fleets had not lof

the routé of Bengal ; they ftill went thither
to0load the merchandize in fequeft through-
‘out the reft of the empire : but the time was
at hand when the glory of this country
muft fall with commerce; agriculture; and
the arts.

‘Mahomet; born with a genius calculated
Vou. IL z to
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to change the face of the earth, created fop
the people of Arabia a religion which way
to unite their tribes difperfed throughoyy
the defarts, and arm-them againft the reft
of the world. Emboldened by his fucceffes,
he fent Ambafladors to the Emperors of
Perfia, of Conftantinople, of Abyffinia,
and the Governor of Memphis, to invite
them to embrace Iflamifm, or to pay him
a tribute. There is not in the annals of
hiftory the example of fo bold a miffion.
He muft have been regarded as a madman,
had he not pofiefled refources in his own
mind capable of fupporting this audacious
enterprize. But his travels had taught him
the weaknefs of the neighbouring nations,
and he knew that the warriors elevated in
his {chool could undertake and exccute every
thing. The Greeks having flain one of
his Envoys, he armed three thoufand men.
After this handful of men had traverfed the
. folitudes of defirt Arabia, Khaled feeing
the three Generals, named by- the Prophet,
perith, put himfelf at the head of the
Arabs, and by prodigies of valour over-
threw one hundred thoufand Grecks. En-

couraged



‘touraged by this expedition, Mahomet fet
out with thirty theufand men, and reduced
the whole country as far as the frontiers of
Syria: Death terminated the courfe of his
exploits ; but his fucceflors; animated by
his example, and burning with the enthu-
fiaftic fire he had communicated to them,
overfet the neighbouring thrones, and con=
quered Egypt and a part of the Eaft:
Egypt, become a province of the empire
of the Caliphs; gradually loft her com=
merce and the arts. The learned men ef=
caped to Conftantineple, and into the Gre-=
cian Iflands. The fervour of the firft Ma-
hometans not permitting them to form any
conne@ions with the Chriftian Princes, they
negleGed the commerce of the Mediterra-
nean, and confined themfelves to that of the
Red Sea, and the interior of the country.
Agriculture, however, ftill flourifhed, and
fome of the Arab Princes encouraged the
fciences. At length the Venetians found
. Mmeans to open for themfelves the ports of
this country, and to keep Confuls there.
trhcy even obtained permiffion to eftablifh
i the internal cities, and carried on the
Z 2 trade



trade with India under the protection of the
Egyptians. They derived very greatadvan-
tages from it, and became the firft naviga.,
tors of Enrope, which they furnithed with
all the produttions of Afiaand Africa. The
Genoefe partook with them for fome time
of thefe advantages ; but the marine of the
Venetians having rapidly encreafed, reigned
triumphant in the Mediterranean.  Infpired
by their fuccefs; they took advantage of the
ruins of the Greeks to defpoil the Ottoman
Porte of fome fragments of their empire.
Having taken the Morea, Candia, and fe-
veral iflands of the Archipelago, they fent
their fquadrons to the very ftreight of the
Dardanelles, and humbled the pride of the
Crefcent. At the battle of Lepantum, they
fought, with their allies, the whele naval
forces of the Turks. This Republic, en-
‘riched by the commerce of the Red Sea and
India, faved Italy, and was for twe centu-
ries the bulwark of Chriftendom. -
Commercial Venice had nearly attained
~ “the fummit of her profperity, whilfta cou-
“rageous nation, excited by a- Prince verfed in
“geography and aftronomy; was endeavour-

4 ing
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ing to open a new route to India,
Henry, brother of the ng of Portuggl,
knew, from hiﬂ:orjf; that it was'impoﬁ'lbl'c
to fail round Africa. He fitted out feveral
veflels which, by the aid of the compalf,
difcovered the weftern Ifles and the Cana-
ries. One of his Captains advanced as far
as the Cape which terminates Africa ; he
was there affailed by furious winds, calle od
it the Cape of the Tempeff, and returned
home. The Prince changed this name into
that of Good Hope. ‘Thefe attempts, fo
long fruitlefs, muft give us 2 high idea of
the art of navigation amongit the Egyp-
tians, fince they had twice executed that
enterprize without any other guide than the
ftars and their own genius. The glory of
doubling this famous Cape was at length
referved for Vafco de Gama, a Portugueze
Gentleman, who arrived on the coaft of
Malabar, and returned in triumph to Lif-
bon. The precious ftones he brought back
from his expedition, the pompous defcrip-
tion he gave of the treafures of the Indian
KHWS, mflamed the Portugueze, and in a
fewy years they conguered Cochin, Goa, and

Z 3 feveral
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feveral other cities, from whence they drey,
immenfe riches.

The Ottomans had taken Egypt from the
Arabs. Excited by the Venetians, who
furnifhed them with wood for fhip-building,
and other materials, with which they equip-
ped a fleet on the Red Sea, they tried to put
a ftop to the conquefts of the Portugueze,
and to drive them from their new fettle-
ments. Albuquerque, who then governed
them, fought glorioufly the Ottoman fleet,
penetrated into the Arabian Gulph, and de-
termined to deftroy Egypt. Having con-
cluded a treaty with the Emperor of Abyf-
finia, heengaged him to turn the waters of
the Nile into the Red Sea. Tp what hor-
rors does ambition lead men! To fecure to
his nation the exclufive commerce of India,
this Admiral did not hefitate to make four
millions of inhabitants perith, by con-
verting their country into a frightful defart.
After what we have feen in thefe letters on
the poffibility of diverting the courfe of the
Nile, we have a right to prefume that the
enterprize was practicable. Fortunately for
Egypt, death carried off the impetuous

=2 Albuquerquea
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Albuquerque, and the ‘Emperor of Aby(-
{inia did not carry his infamous ,projc& into
execution. .

Whilft the Portugueze were dxfputmo with
the Venetians and the Egyptians the riches
of the weftern world, the Spaniards, led
by the genius of Columbus, had difcovered
America. But their ambitious views were
not to be limited by the pofleflion of the
new world. The Lifbon mariners, follow-
ing the path of Vafco de Gama, touched on
the coaft of Malabar, and penetrated into
the Indian Archipelago. The navigators
from Cadiz made the Moluccas. Thefe
two rival nations fetting out at nearly the
fame time from the fame country, and cach
of them traverfing half the circumference
of the globe, arriving from oppofite quarters,
met together at the extremity of the world.
They jointly partook of the treafures of
thefe climates, not without bedewing
them with their blood and that of the
wretched inhabitants of the Celebes, whom,
after reducing them to f{lavery, they rivalled
each other in plundering, The aromatics,
the fpices, the gold and diamonds, with

Z 4 which
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which they returned laden, awakened fro;x%
their ﬁupor the other Courts of Eumpe
which had reje@ed, as a dream, the glorious
projects of the immortal Columbus. Eng-
land and France formed a marine, and were
defirous of participating in the new difco-
veries. This was the ra of the fall of Ve-
nice. The trade of Egypt and of India was
the foundation of her power. ~ The lofs of
this fource of wealth plunged her into that
infignificance from whenee fhe had originally
fprung. ‘The ruin of her marine followed
that of her commerce, and difabled her from
defending her diftant provinces. 'The Turks
wrefted from her the Morea, Candia, and
the ifles the held in the 'Aichiuelago At
prefcnt no more remains to her than one or
two rocks, which the Porte leaves hcr, be-
caufe they are of no utihty :

At this day that the maritime powers of
Europe found the profperity of their ﬁat5°
on the bafis of commerce, each of thcm
ﬁnvcs to incline the bqlance in her own fa-
vour Rufiia, too lngn to the norfhward
to fend her flects to India, by the Cape of
Good Hope, an d fo enter mto compct:txon

thh
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with the nations more favourably fituated, is
ppening herfelf a route known to the Ro-
mans and the Genoefe.  She makes her thips
defcend by the Volga to the Cafpian Sea,
;and her merchants endeavour to draw to-
wards them the merchandize of Perfia, and
the northern provinces of the Mogul em-
pire. The beautiful filks of the Guilan
have already become objects of their {pecu-
lations, and Catherine II. will, doubtlefs,
on the firft revolution, become miftrefs of
thofe rich countries. On the other fide,
England, France, and Holland, provide
Europe with the productions of the eaft.
The Englith, above all, having formed in
Bengal a kingdom of a vaft extent, are be-
come, {o to {peak, the mafters of this com-
merce, and difpute with all the other na-
tions the glory of navigation.

In this ftate of things, Egypt, without
arts, without a marine, and groaning under
the tyranny of four and twenty Beys, is un-
able to derive any advantage from her fitua-
tion, or to enter into competition with the
Europeans. Her i gnorant mariners no lon-
8er navigate to India ; fcarcely' do they dare

to
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to make the circuit of the Red Sea. T,
moft diftant expeditions are an annual voyage
to Moka. Their Saiks ill equipped, and
incapable of defence, load there the coffee
of Yemen, the perfumes of Arabia, the
pearls of the Baharem Ifles, the mulflins,
and the linens of Bengal, which are brought
them by the Banicans. Even this limited
commerce procures them great advantages.
The coffee which they buy at eight fols (or
four-pence Englifh) a pound at Moka, they
fell at Cairo for thirty.  This article alone
isan annual obje& of eleven millions of li-
vres. ‘They export the principal part of it
to Conftantinople, into Greece, to Marfeilles,
and to the coaft of Syria. The remainder
is confumed in the country.

The Englith have already attempted to
deprive them of this branch of commerce ;
but the Egyptians complained to the Go-
‘vernment, and firenuoufly oppofed them:.
When Ali Bey had eftablithed the fafety of
the caravans, and laid open Egypt to foreign
merchants, fome Englith fhips touched at
Suez, laden with Bengal ftuffs, of which
they made a4 very advantageous fale.  Po/.

tical
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fical views have again prohibited them from
carrying on this traffic, and the Egyptians
have retained poffeflion of it. . But, with-
out a marine, whatcan a people do againft
the European {quadrons ?  They muft ine~
vitably, fooner or later, fubmit to receive
from foreigners thofe precious effects, which
they import at fuch heavy expence from
Moka, and which can be furnithed them
much cheaper. Befides, means might be
found to obtain from them the permiffion of

undertaking this lucrative conveyance.
Egypt, however, notwithftanding her
decline, may again appear with {plendor a-
midft the powerful nations, becaufe fhe
contains within herfelf the fource of genuine
riches. Her abundance of grain, with which
fhe feeds Arabia, Syria, and a part of the
Archipelago; her rice, which fhe fends
throughout the Mediterranean, and even to
Marfeilles ; the flower of the Chartame,
with which the inhabitants of Provence
yearly load feveral veflels ; her fal-ammo-
niac, which is conveyed throughout Eu-
Tope; the kali produced there in abun-
dance, her beautiful flax in fuch requeft in
Italy ;
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Italy ; her linens, dyed blue, which ferye o
part of her neighbours for cloathing; all
thefe objects, the produce of her own ter.
ritory, ftill procure her money from the
principal part of the nations which trade
with her. 'The Abyflinians bring her gold-
duft, elephants teeth, and other precious
fubitances, which they barter for her pro-
duce. The clothes, the lead, thearms, and
fome gold and filver lace of Lyens, exported
thither by France, are by no means fufficient
to pay the various articles fhe reccives in
exchange, She pays the reft with piaftres
of Conftantinople, The copper vefiels, and
the furs landed by the Turks in the port of
Alexandria, do not balance the corn, the
rice, the lentils, the coffee, the perfumes,
they load there, which are chiefly paid for
in {pecie. In a word, excepting at Moka,
and at Mecca, where the Egyptians leave
every year a great quantity of {equins, all
thofe who carry on a trade with them bring
them gold and filver. Thefe precious me-
tals are ftill in {fuch abundance in the coun-
try, that Ali Bey, on flying into Spain, car-
ried with him twenty-four millions of livres

(a million
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(2 million fterling) and Ifmael Bey, who g
few years after efcaped in the fame way,
loaded 50 camels with fequins, pataques (% j,
pearls, and precious ftones.

‘If Egypt, deftitute of a marine and ma-
nufactures, and nearly reduced to the mere
advantages of her foil, ftill poffefles fuch
great riches, judge, Sir, what fhe is capable
of becoming in the hands of an enlightened
people.  What cloths might be manufac-
tured with the beautiful wool of her fheep !
What linen with her delicate flax! What
muflins with the two different forts of cot-
ton which grow there, one annual, the
other perennial ! What ftuffs, with the filks
which it would be fo eafy to introduce into
a country, where the filk-worms could not
but thrive, under,a fky free from rain and
tempefts ! What an affluence of benefits
might there not be procured by clearing the
Canals, repairing the dykes, and by reftor-
ng to agriculture the third part of her lands
now buried under the fands? With what
fuccefs might not her mines of emeralds be

(%) A piecg of money worth five fhillings.

explored,
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explorcd fo famous for their hardne{'s

equalling almoft that of the diamend ? The
granite, the porphiry, and the alabafter,

which are found in feveral of her mountains,
would alfo form a valuable branch of com-
merce.  With what utility the manufacturer
might employ her indigo, her chartame, and
other materials for dying 1pread over her de-
farts | Thefe advantages, Sir, are not chimeri=
cal. Egypt has poffeffed them for many ages.
A wife Adminiftration would teftore to her
all the treafures that nature has lavithed on
her. Such, Sir, are the viciflitudes which
the commerce of this country has expe-
rienced from the moft remote antiquity down
to the prcicnt day. Its former bmlliant
ftate cannot fail of leaving on your mind a
forcible imprefiion of what it ftill is capa-~
ble of becoming.

I have the honour to be, &c.

LETTER
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OF THE ANCIENT RELIGION OF THE
EGYPTIANS, AND PARTICULARLY OF
ATHOR, ONE OF THEIR DEITIES.

Athor, or the night, in the opinion of the
Egyptian priefts, rcprefented the darknefs
which enveloped the chaos before the crea-
tion, which the creative [pirit animated with
i#s breath, and of which it formed the
univerfe. The moon regarded as a [ymbol
of this original darknefs, and recommended
20 the veneration of the people. This idea
extended to that period of time when the fun,
during his progrefs through the figns of the
Jouthern hemifphere, renders the days fhorter
and the nights more long.

To Mr. L. M.

Grand Cairo.
RELIGION , Sir, is born with man. She
3 the daughter of neceffity and gratitude.
P?“»Ced on a globe where experience makes
him fee) his weaknefs every moment, he

feeks
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feeks for protectors who are able to deﬁ:m{f
his life frony the dangers that furround hiy,,
When he has not been favoured with reye.
lation, thofe objects which forcibly firike
his attention, from which he receives great
benefits, and which he dreads the moft, al-
ternately attract his veneration: He ad-
dreffes his prayers to the fun; to the fea; to
tempefts, to rivers; and erects altars to themy
The lefs he is acquainted with the pheno-
mena of nature; the more readily does he
attribute them to fuperior beings. All the
“people of the earth have; under diférenﬁ
names, adopted thefe inrvifible fpirits; either
to obtain their protection; or to divert their
wrath; for it belongs only to man; en<
lightened by a fublime philofophy, to ac-
knowledge one only firft caufe in the uni~
verfe, and to regard the plurality of gods
as abfurd and Cofltradi&ory; I am per-
fuaded however, that prejudiced or fuper-
ficial writers have frequently calumniated
the worfhip of nations, by making theny
adore an infenfible ftone or vile animals;
The marble fculptured by their hands, the
‘ox confecrated by weligion, were emblems

only
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only of the divinity to whom they addrefied
their vows, fimilar to the ftatues and ima-
ges which fill our temples, which are no
more than reprefentations ‘of the faints, or
of the god for whom our incenfe burns.
If the iflanders of Otaheiti, {carcely in any-
degree civilized, efteem their Bananas, and
the animals depofited within their Morars,
as offerings only to their Eatoas (1), what
{hould make us imagine that the Egyptians
worthipped as gods the onion and the cro-
codile 72 )?  This opinion deftitute of foun-
dation, can never be entertained for a mo-
ment by a fenfible people. Is it poffible
that this people who were ftyled wife, per
excellentiam, who cultivated the fciences
with fuch fuccefs, amongft whom Solon
refided to colle@ the beautiful code of laws
he gave to the Athenians, where Plato

(1) Invifible gods of the inhabitants of the South Sea.
See Cook.

(m) Herodotus, Strabo, Diodorus Siculus, Alian, all
SJEak of the facred animals of Egypt. None of them be-
ftow the name of gods on them. On the contrary, they
xprefsly regard them as living images which remind the
People of the deities to whom they are confecrated.

Vor. II. A a learnt
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learnt to acknowledge the immortality of
the foul, could never adopt {o barbarous a
theology ? No, Sir, the philofophers of
Egypt bave never deified animals; they
have not even, like the Greeks, raifed their
heroes to the rank of Gods. Their reli-
gion was founded on aftronomy, and the
phenomena of nature. . But they placed
above the ftars an invifible being, to whom
they attributed the wenderful harmony
which pervades the univerfe. It is true
that the vulgar, whofe feeble fight cannot
raife itfelf beyond fenfible objects, frequent~
ly adored the fymbol inftead of the divinity.
I fhall attempt to unveil their religious
opinions.  The learned Jablonfki has done
this before me with great fuccefs. I fhall
tread in his foot-fteps, and fhall bring in
teftimony paflages from the graveft hifto-
rians of antiquity; for in a matter of fuch
impertance, as little fcope fhould be given
as poffible to imagination, to hazard and
conjecture. !
One of the moft acient divinities of Egypt
is dr/.’mr, which in the Coptic language
fignifies
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fignifies night (7). The priefts did not origi-
nally indicate by this name the obfcurity
which reigns on the fetting of the fun, but
that darknefs fpread over chaos previous
to the creation, which the eternal Being
animated with his breath, and from which
he drew forth every being. This myfteris
ous night was in their opinion the origin of
things (s). Damafcius, in fpeaking of the
theology of the ancient Egyptians, fays:
* They eftablithed as the firft principle,
that darknefs which the human under-
ftanding is unable to comprehend, and
which they celebrate three times in their
facred hymns.”  Sanchoniathon, im-
prefled with this doctrine, fays: * Mortals
“ were created from the wind Ke/pia and
“ his fpoufe Baaou (p).” Kolpia, a He-
brew word, fignifies the breath of God, and
Baaou, the void*. Thus it is the voice of

-(h ) Jablonfki, Pantheon Egyptiacum, tome pre-
Mier, ; :

(o) Damafcius, quoted by Cudworth.

() Jablon’ki, tome premier.

* Blackerel tranflated from Sanchoniathon—Colpias,
ﬂ:e voice of the mouth of God, and his fpoufe Ban or
Buhou, darknefs or night. Tranfiator.

Eqba the
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¢he Creator which brings beings into exift.
ence. This theology differs little from that
of Genefis, where the prophet thus ex_
prefles himfelf (7/: ¢ And the earth was
e« without form, and void; and darknefs
% was upon the face of the deep, and the
¢ {pirit, (‘or breath) of God was upon the
« waters.” Simplicius (7 ) accerdingly pre-
tends, that thefe words, The Creator called
the light, day, and the darknefs, night, were
borrowed from the Egyptians; but fhould
Mofes ‘even have adopted this doctrine from
the priefts of Memphis, as he has difen-
gaged it from all the abfurdities which
enveloped it, it would be the lefs divine *.
This ancient people, defcended from Mif-
raim, the grandfon of Noah, might, as well
as the Hebrews, have received the light of
revelation from their common father If

they had obfcured its purity, the chief of

(7) Genefis, chap. i.
(r) Ariftotle’s Phyfics, book 8.
* A learned prelate well obferves: “That the fables

% which were profane in other nations, were fenéified in
* Syria,2nd confirmed by God himfelf!”  Tranflator,

o4 the
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the Ifraclites has reftored it to its proper
luftre. ot
Orphéus, initiated in the myfteries of the
Egyptians, firft conveyed into Greece their
religious opinions, and fung them in har-
monious verfes. *¢ At the beginning of the
 world,” faid he, ¢ appeared Ather, crea-
* ted by God; from her bofom proceeded
“ Chaos and the dark night.  She covered
¥ every thing that was below Ather.” In
the dialogue between Jupiter and the night,
the poet availing himflf of his privilege
perfonifies her, and makes the Creator fay//)):
“ Nurfe of the gods, immortal night----
*“ How fhall I proceed with wifdom to the
“ creation of the immortal gods? How
thall I contrive to make the univerfe one
great whole, and each thing exift fepa-
“ rately? Night. Surround the creation
* ‘with an immenfe ther, place the heavens
“ in the middle, and in the heavens the
earth encompafled by the fea, and ftars to
compofe its crown.”

‘The Greeks eagerly received the religion

"

<

€

111

(/) See Efchenbach.
Aa 3 fung



358 | R | s e R !

fung by Orpheus. It flowed from the pri-
mitive ideas which the ancient Egyptiang
had of the origin of the world, - The naty.
ral philofophers covered it with a veil im-
penetrable to the people, ‘and the poets
having perfonified the elements, compofed
of them a fabulous Theogony, - through
which it was difficult to difcover the truth,
concealed under fo many veils. The reli-
gious opinions of Egypt, however, long pre-
vailed in the temples of Greece. ' Paufa-
nias, vifiting that country, faw at Megara
The Oracle of the Night, where they taught
probably every thing refpeting Atbor.

This fymbolical deity, by which the
Egyptians characterized the poffible prin<
cipal of things, becanie in the language of
the Greek philofophers, Venus, or the
mother of the world. It was ftill Orpheus
who taught them this comparifon (#): « I
¢ fhall fing the Night, Mother of Gods
¢« and Men, Night the origin of all created
“ things, and we fhall call her Venus.”
The poets foon got poffeflion of this meta-

{t) Jablonfki, tome premier.
phyfical
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phyfical idea, and as they muft have a-deity
fit to embellith their poems, they made her
fpring from the froth of the fea, excelling
_in beauty, and. created her goddefs of Plea-
fures. - She animated the world; fhe gave
life to every thing that breathed, and Ovid
celebrated her power in the following alle-
gorical verfes :

(%) Venus rules the univerfe with her glorious feeptre.

No divinity equals her power.

She gives laws to heaven, to the earth, and to the teem-
ing waters.

She preferves all beings by uniting the fexes.

All the gods owe their exiftence to her.

She makes the trees to grow, and matures the harvefts,

See alfo Lucretius.
Alma Venus ceeli fubter labentia figna
Qua mare navigerum, quz terras frugiferenteis
Concelebras per TE quoniam genus omne animantum
Concipitur, vifitque extortum Jumina Sor1s :
Nam fimul ac Seecies patefacta eft verna diei,
Etreferata viget genitalis, aura favoni
Aére primum volucres, te D1va, tuumque
_Signiﬂcallt initum, percufle corda tua vi
Omnibus incutiens blandum per pectora amorem
Efficis ue cupide generatim fecla propagent.

LucreT.
"T'ranflator.

(«) Ovid, De faftibus, Lib, 4
" Aa 4 The
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The Egyptian priefts who had painted
Night as a divinity, from whofe bofom the
Eternal had drawn forth all his creatures,
aware that the minds of the vulgar required
fenfible objets, propofed to their venera-
tion the moon in the midft of darknefs,
Doubtlefs they at firft taught that this
planet was only the emblem of the night
and a fign of the divine power; but as it
often happens that the image effaces the
divinity, the people addrefled their prayers
to the moon and erected altars to her.

The philefophers f{till farther extended
this doctrine. They beftowed the name of
Night, of Athor, of Venus, on the period
when the Sun having paffed the Equator,
remains in the Southern Hemifphere, be-
caufe then the days are the fhorteft, and the
nights the longeft. ¢ The natural philo-
¢ fophers (x),” fays Macrobius, ¢ have
¢ honoured with the name of Venus, the
“¢ upper, and with the name of Proferpine,
« the lower Hemifphere, The Pheni-
¢ cians and the Affyrians reprefent the

(x) Lib.i. chap. 21.

“ former
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“ former goddefs in tears," when the fun
¢ pafling through the twelve figns of the
« Zodiac, enters the Southern Hemi-
¢« {phere. All the time he remains there,
¢ and renders the days fhorter, they pretend
that Venus weeps the abfence of the
god carried off by a temporary death,
¢ and detained by Proferpine. We fee her
“ ftatue on Mount Lebanon; (it is the
‘¢ celebrated Venus of Aphacitis) fhe has
¢ her head veiled, and her countenance for-
rowful. Befides that this ftatue repre-
¢ fents the afflicted goddefs, it is alfo the
“ {fymbol of winter.”

The following paffage proves that this
opinion came from Egypt(y): * In the
“ month of Athyr (), the Egyptians fay,
“ that Ofiris (the fun) is dead. Then the
nights become longer, the darknefs en=
creafes, and the force of the light dimi-
nithes, ‘The priefts on this occafion per-

(14

(11

"

(7) Plutarch, T'reatife of Ifisand Ofiris.

(z) Athyr is the name of a month. The Egyptians
eall Venus, Ahor, and from this name they have formed
that of the third month of their year, Orion the gram-
Marian,

« form
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¢« form mournful ceremonies. They ey
s pofe to the people a gilded ox covereq
« with a black veil, in token of the grief
«¢ of the goddefs; (Ifis or the Moon). For
“ in Egypt the ox is the fymbol of Oﬁns

« and of the earth.”

““¥You have feen the Egyptian' Athor, Sir,
at firlt fignifying that myfterious night
which covered Chaos before the creation,
afterwards become the planet of the night,
and at length marking the period when the
fun is diftant from us. You have obferved,
by what analogy the Orientals, the Greeks,
and the Romans have called Venus -the
Queen of the World, and the Mother of
Pleafures. It is invariably the fame doc-
trine; but changes forms, in pafling a-
mongft different nations, and in the mouths
of poets and philofophers.

Athor had temples in Egypt. Herodotus,
who gives us the Egyptian name of feveral
remarkable places in that country, makes
mention of Athar, Beki, the city of Athor,
which Strabo (4), and Dioderus Siculus (4)

(a) Strabo, L. 17.

. {4) Diodorus, L 1. .
render
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render by the name of préiraditoﬁolis, ‘the
city of Venus." ZElian (¢) in fpeaking of a
town fituated in the Hermopolitan: Nome,
fays: < In this town they worfthip Venus.
¢ A peculiar worthip-is alfo” paid here to
¢ the cow.” The fame author informs
us that Ifis, or the moon, was reprefented
with the horns of a cow. Thus was this
animal, or the ox, the emblem of the planet
of the night; and the black veil with which
they covered it, whilft the fummer ‘was
Vifiting the figns of the winter, could only
exprefs to the eyes of the people, the dimi-
nution of the days, and the grief of Ifis; but
certainly it reminded the priefts of the dark-
nefs {pread over chaos before the creation.
On cafting your eyes on the map of Egypt,
You will perceive three towns called Aphro-
ditopolis by the Grecian geographers, but
Which the natives call Atbarbeki.

Such, Sir, are the feeble lights we are
obliged to extrac from the fragments left
Us by the ancicnts, on the fubject of the
religious opinions of the Egyptians, re{pec-

(¢) #lian, Treatife on Animals,lib. 11.
3 ting
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ting Athor. Had not their books . perithed
in the conflagration of the Ptolemean libya.
1y; did not their hieroglyphics hide from yg
the information they meant to tranfmit to
pofterity, we thould have difcovered amdngft
a people fo learned, and fituated near the
common fource of human nature, clearer
and more fatisfattory ideas. Let us enjoy
however what ftill remains to us, and en-
deavour gradually to penetrate into the my-
fteries of their religion.

1 have the honour to be, &c¢.

LETTER
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LETTER XLIX.

OF PHTHA, NEITH, AND CNEPH, NAME§
UNDER WHICH THE SUPREME BEING
WAS ADORED IN EGYPT.

‘Tbe Supreme Being adored by the Egyptians,
* under the Names of Ptha, Neith, and
. Cneph. By thefe Appellations were denoted
the power, the wifdom, and the goodnefs of
- that infinite [pirit which created the world.
- The Temple of Ptha was at Memphis, that
¢ of Neith at Sais, and that of Cneph in the
* ifland of Elephantine. Purity of religion
only among the Priefts, and thofe who were
initiated in the facred myfteries. The peo-
ple neglect the Creator, while they adored bis

< Works.

To Mr. L. M
Grand Cairo.

IHAVE faid, Sir, that the ancient Egyp-
tians revered, under the name of Athor, or
of Night, the darknefs {pread over the
. 3byls before the creation. This Chaos,
fung
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fung by the poets of Greece and Rome,
could produce nothing of itfelf. The phj-
Iofophers of Egypt acknowledged a ming
which drew forth from it the univerfe, and
eftablifhed that admirable order which reigns
in it without alteration. They gave it the
name of Ptfa, Difpofer (d). Jamblichus/e)
gives us this information in the following
words : ““ The Egyptians call Ptha the
¢ creating fpirit, which does every thing
¢ with truth and wifdom. The Greeks
¢¢ have called it Vulcan, confidering no-
<= thing but the art with which he pro-
¢¢ duces.” They placed their {pirit before
every thing, taught that he firft gave to
Chaos the form of an ¢gg¥, and that he
afterwards created all beings. Thales, the
Milefian, inftru&ted in the {chool of the
Priefts of Memphis, faid (), ¢ Water is

(d) La Croix, trefor epiftolaire, liv. 3. Jablonfki,
Tiv. premier, fays, Ptha, in Coptic, fignifies, Difpsfer of
things.

(¢) Myfteres Egyptiens, fection 8.

§ The difcovery of the oviformity of the earth was
brought from Egypt into Greece by Orpheus, from
whence it was called the Orpic Egg. Tranflator.

{f) Cicero, lib. 4. de natura deorum.

{3 the
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“ the principle of “things, and God is thae
“ Apirit which has formed the univerfe oug
*® of the humid principle.”  This paflagerof
Genefis has great fimilitude with the doc=
trine. of the Egyptians on the creation (g )
The fpirit ((or breath) of God moved upon the
Jace of the waters. It is natural to imagine,
that Mofes, brought up in the court of the
Pharaoks, acquired there part of his know-
kdge, and that he afterwards extricated the
true light from the myfterics and fables
Which enveloped it*¥. To paint the Creator
02~ manner adapted to the fenfes, the
Egyptians attributed to him both fexes, that
Is to fay, they acknowledged in him the
Power of producing without the 2id of any
Other being.  Accordingly Synefius, who
Was tainted with this ancient theology, has
fid of the infinite mind, Thou art tbe fa-

(z) Chap. 1.

o Blackerell, in his Letters concerninz mythology,
“‘Ys,  "Tis quite enough, if by comparing the Egyptian
A tradition of the rife of things from Sanceniathon, or

“@aut, we find fome traces of /that affertion, That the
ebrew lawyers were inftruéted in all the wifdom of :
the Egyptians.” Prax. Apoft,———Tranflator.

<«

ther,
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ther, thou art the mother, thou art the mals,
thou art the female (b ).

On the obelifk of granite, tranfported
from Egypt to Rome, amongft the hiero-
glyphics, of which Hermaphion has given
the interpretation, is the following remark-
able paflage on the fubje of Rameftes,
King of Hcliopolis (7): This is he whom
Ptha, the father of the Gods, bas elected.
Thefe words, father of the Gods, point out
the ftars which the Egyptian fages regarded
as the moft ftriking emblems of the divinity,
and which the people really adored. From
the time of Herodotus (4 ) fire, water, earth, -
the heavens, the moon, the fun, the day,
and night, received divine honours in this
country ; but thefe were the deities of the
vulgar. Perfons initiated in the myfteries,
had another belief. They acknowledged
only the Author of Nature, who had
drawn forth every being from non-entity.

The firlt dynafty of Manethon compre-

(%) Synefius, hymn 3.
(i) Ammian Marcelfin, lib. 17.
(#) Herodotus, lib. 2.

hends
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hends the reign of the Gods in Egypt//).
He places Phtha or Vulcan at their head,
and after him, his fon—the Sun. This
Paﬂ‘age, taken in an allegorical fenfe, is by
' Mo means contrary to found theology. The
fun being the work of the Creator, may be
Confidered as his fon; and the Egyptians,
' ennoble their orign, adored the Creator as
thq firft of their Kings. Mancthon afligns
t each of thefe material Gods the years of
their reign, which muft be underftood by
the various Solar and Lunar Cycles, in-
Verted by aftronomers (7). 'This dynafty
Proves that Phtha precedes time and thofe vi-
fible deities, whofe conftant order fuggefted
t'hﬂf'f(‘:gulation of their courfe when men ftu-
died the heavens. The Egyptian Prieft pofi-
tively declares it (n): < No determined pe-
“ riod can be affigned to Phtha, becaufe he
3 always fhines in the midft of darknefs, as
f‘ in the day.” The ftars of the firmament,
tn fagt, appear and difappear alternately.
Their empire is not eternal, becaufe it had

A . ') "
(1) Manethon, according to Syncellius.
(m) See Vignoles, tome 1.
(n) Manethon, according to Syncellius.

Wor, II. B b a be-
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a beginning 3 but the invifible mind exifted

' pefore time. His power fhines forth per-
petually in his works, and his reign is im-
mutable.

- 'The Egyptian Priefts confined within thc
fancuaries of their temples this fublime
dodlrine, either tranfmitted to them by the
firft men, or to which they had, like Abra-
ham (0 ), elevated themfelves by the efforts
of their reafon, and by the ftudy of aftro-
nomy. Having cloathed it in allegories, of
which they only poffefled the explanation,
they left the people plunged in ignorance,
and favoured their idolatry by pronouncing,

(2) St. Clemens, of Alexandria, afferts that Abraham
raifed himfelf to the knowledge .of the'only Gad by’ the
fiudy ‘of -aftrenomy. , It appears-that this-alfoiwad the,
opinion of the Arabs, - Mahomet, who had colletted the,
traditions of his country, reprefents the patriarch of the
believers, with his eyes turned towards heaven, -and aftcr
obferving, with aftonifhment, the appearance and va-’
nithing of the ftars, the fun, and the moon, which he
had at firft looked upon as divinitics, he makes him ex
claim, No, I will not adore Gods who rife, and who lie
aswn.  See alio Ab. Ecchellens.  Arab. Hift. VL.

[ Iranfiator. ]

at
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~ 8tthedeath ofeachindividual, this prayer(p ),

“.0O Sun, and ye other Gods, who beftow
“ life on man, receive me, reftore me to
“ the eternal Gods, that I may dwell with
¥ them.”

The Greeks pretended that, even in the
Opinion of the Egyptians, Phtha was no-
thing but fire, the pureft, the moit fubtle of
every thin 2, which thcy elevated above a:ther,
from whence fouls detached themfelves to

. Animate bodies; for which reafon they gave
1t the name of Vulcan, who prefides over

that clement, <« The fages of Egypt, fays
* Servius / 7, embalm the bodies, in order
“ to preferve them; and that their fouls
remaining long attached to them, may
not quit them to animate others. The
Romans, on the contrary, burn them im-
* mediately, that they may return to their
“ firfk nature.”  This is the metempfycofis
Which Herodotus (r) pretends has pafled
from Egypt into all the countries of the
@rth. If we may credit thefe authors, the

114
€
&

3

(») Porphyry, lib. 4.

(7) Servius on the Zineid, lib. 2.

(r) Herodotus, lib. 2. ;
Bb 2 Eg-pt;ans
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Egyptians regarded Phtha, or the faperior

part of xther, as the divine eflfence, which
fucceflively gave life to all the univere,
The followers of Plato and the Pythago-
reans profefied the fame creed. They pub-
Yithed that the foul, immortal in its nature,
leaving the body, again returned to mix it-
felf with the foul of the world, from whence
it derived its origin /s ).

However thefe opinions may be, they are
Greeks who {peak, and it is not to be
doubted, that they altered the religion of
Egypt, by intermixing the reveries of their
metaphyficians. The facts I have cited in
the firft part of this letter, prove that Phrba

was looked upon, in remote antiquity, as the
~ ordaining {pirit, and the great architect of
the univerfe. Theinhabitants of Memphis
raifed a temple to him, where he was prin-
cipally worthipped (7). But as I have re-
lated, the worfhip of the vifible Gods pre-

L (s) Plutarch, lib. 4, ox the doftrine of the Philofo-
phers.
(t) Herodotus and Diodorus Siculus have defcribed
this temp'e.  Suidas adds, the inhabitants of Memphis
“adore Vulean, under the name of Pitba,

vailed,



O =GN E NG X IRIT. 373

vailed amongit the people, over that of the
- Supreme Being, and the Priclts alone burnt
incenfe on his altars.

We ought not to feparate from Phrba the
God whom the Egyptians adored under the
name of Neith, fince he is alfo the creative
{pirit.  Neizh, in fa@, fignifies be who dif-
Pofes all things (x). But by the firlt of thefe
attributes, God was underftood to be taken
in 2 general fenfe, and by the fecond, his
wifdom was more particularly charaéerized,
Hig worthip flourifhed at Sais, a town of
the Delta, where the Priefts had a famous
College. Plato(x), who frequented it, ex-
Prefles himfelf thus: ¢ Sais, the capital
“ of the Saitic prefecture, is a confiderable
“ town, of which Amafis was King.
“ Neith, to whom the Greeks have given
“ the name of Minerva, is its tutelar
“ Deity.” The following infcription, en-
graved in hicroglyphic characters on the
gate of the tempie of Neith, marks the fub-
lime idea they had conceived of that divi-

(#) Jablonfki, tome premier.
(*) Timzus of Plato.

Bb 3 : nity :
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nity () .« 1 am what is, what fhall be,

¢ what has been. No mortal haslifted up
« my Tunica. Thefruit T have engender-

« ed is the Sun.” This definition can be
a ppli’:d only to the Suprcmc Being, who ex-
iting by his effence, and having neitherbe-
ginning nor end, contains in himfelf the
paft, the prefent, and the future(z). This
incomprehenfible {pirit lies hid from the li-
mited view of man, who cannot lift up the
veil which covers him. Thefe words : #e
Jirft I bave engendered is the fun, clearly de-
monftrate, that Neith and Phtha are the
{fame divinity ; for Manethon afferts alfo, in
a figurative fenfe, that Phthais the father of
the fun. 'The Pheenicians, who received

() Proclus, the learned Commientator of Plato, gives
us this infcription in that work. Plutarch cites it in his
treatife of Ifis and Ofiris.

(=) Man may be confidered as the image cf’ God, for
he contains within himfelf; in certain refpects, the paﬁ',
the prefent, and the future. The remembrance of what
has been, the fentiment of his actual exiftence, the hope of
what he fhall be, muke him enjoy at the fame time thefe
three modes of beinz ; accordingly the Creator has faid
in Gcne.xs, Let ws mate mai iz aj Ter onr quun :m&ge.

their
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their religion and their knowledge from their

‘brethren the Egyptians, likewife acknow-

lcdged (@) Minerva, or Neith, for the artift
of nature. : .

The Egyptian Pricfts adoring more parti-
Cul‘-’-rly, under the name of Newuh, the di-

‘Vine wifdom, which dire@s the courfe of
“the world, and enlightens human -beings,
had. placed the arts under his protection.
‘The warrior wore on his finger a ring, on
‘Which - was engraved a fcarab or beetle.

Horapollo gives us the reafon of it (4.

““ The Egyptians, fays he, pretend that the
““ world is compofed of males and females.

“ They paint a fearab to reprefent. Mi-

““ nerva (¢).” This ring which diftin-

guithed the foldiers, was a fign by which
they did homage to the Divinity, whofe em-
blem they bore, and who held in his hand

" (a) Julian, Or. 4.

() Horapollo, Hieroglyphics, lib. 1.

(¢) I have already faid that the Egyptians, to mark in
2 fenfible manner the productive power of the Creator,
defcribed him with two fexes ; now as they attributed the
tWo fexes to the fearab, or beetle, they made that infect the
fymbol of N:ith,

Bh 4 the
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the fate of battles,  One of “the Pharagks,
Pfammenites (d), inftrulted by Neith, a.
nounces that the Kings put themfelves un.
der the protection of the Supreme God, be.
lieving that they held their knowledge from
him.

~ Cadmus, the Pheenician, was the firft
who carried this worfhip into Greece. He
ave the name of Neith(¢) to one of the
feven gpates of Thebes, in Beeotia. The
Egyptian theology was taught there.. The
poets foon mixed with it their brilliant alle-
gories. - They called Neith Minerva, made
‘her -proceed, completely armed, from the
brain of Jupiter, celebrated heras the God-
defs of Combats, and the Mother of the
Arts. Philofophers ftill faw the truth
through the veil with which it was obfcured ;
but the people were unable to difcover it,
and beftowed incenfe on a fabulous Deity.

¢« The firft woman, fays Euftathius (7),

(d) Jablontki, tome premier.
() Jablonfki, tome premier.
(f) Euftathius’s Obfervations on Iliad, lib. 1.

* who
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*¢ Who formeda web, was an Egyptian.  She
¢ was feated ; 1t is for this reafon that the
¢ Egyptians reprefented Minerva feated.”
They intended, doubtlefs, by giving her this
attitude, to remind men that fhe had taught

‘them the arts, and that all their knowledge

came from her. The ancient Greeks, imi-
titing their Preceptors in cvery thing, re-
prefent Minerva feated, in their {fculptures
and engravings (g /-

The Egyptians, after adoring the power
of the Creator, under the name of Phtha,

his wifdom under that of Neith, honoured

his beneficence by calling him Cneph, or
Good, per excellentiam (h). < The Priefts
$nof Egypt, fays Eufebius (1), call Cneph
“ the Archite@ of the Umiverfe.” Strabo
Ipeaks of his temple built in the ifle of
F‘lePhantis. This beautiful menument
18 ftill remaining, fu:h as I have de-
feribed in my _thirteeath Letter.  The

(2) Strabo, lib. 13.
(b) Jablonfki, tome premier.
() Eufebius, Evangel. Prepar. lib. 3.

fymbel
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fymbol of this God was a ferpent, as Eys
febius teftifies. ¢ The ferpent in the mid-
« dle of a circle, which it touches in‘the
“ two oppofite points of iits circumference,
< indicates) the Good Genius.”  For this
object, they chofe a particular fort of
ferpent, of which Herodotus (%) gives
us the following = defeription:’ ¢ There
* are found, in the environs of Thebes,
¢ facred ferpents whichare not venemous(/).
They have two horns on the top of their
¢ head.- When they die, they are buried
¢ in the temple of Jupiter.” The nameof
Cneph (m ), or Good Genius, was beftowed
on them, as well as on the divinity they re-
prefented, and the veneration of the people
extended no farther than to the image,

(11

(#) Herodotus, lib. 2.

(/) This fpecies of ferpents, honoured by the name of
Hoaridi, {8l play a brilliant part, as we have feen in our
days in the hands of the Pricfts of Achmin,

(m) Eufebius Prepar. Evangel. lib. 3, fays, The Phee-
“nicians czll this ferpent the Good Genius; for this fame
reafon the Egyptians call him Gueph.

“ One
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One day, fays Plutarch (7 ¥ e o
two men difputing; one of then_{' Pé;f__
“ ceiving a ferpent, called it Avarho Da:-
" mon, Good Genius, and tried to take

it e i
We muaft not here confound the Good
Genii of the Grecks and Romans with
thofe of the Egyptians. ‘The former, by
this denomination, underftood intermediate
beiﬂgs‘ between the divine and human na-
ture; the latter employed it to point out
the benevolence of him who prefides over
heaven and carth, and whofe all-powerful
Will gives motion to the ftars through the
immenﬁty of {pace.

Such, Sir, are the religious opinions of the
Egyptians on the fubject of Phrka, of Neitk,
and of Cneph, three attributes under which
they adored the fame God, but by which
they refpectively characerifed his power, his
Wifdom, and his goodnefs. This worfhip
Was gradually effaced. It remained bu-
tied in the ‘Temples, and the people, ei-

O N EGY’JP-T.
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(7) Plutarch’s Treatife of 1fis and Ofiris.
ther
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" ther deceived by the Pl‘iﬁﬁs, who pre-
fented nothing to their fenfes but {ym-
bolical figures, or incapable of elevatin
their minds to a knowledge of the infinite
Spirit, who 1is every where prefent, and
every where efcapes our fenfes, honoured
his works, and addrefled their prayers
and their offerings to them.

I have the honour to be, &c.

LETTER
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OF THE VISIBLE GODS OF THE EGYP=-
TIANS, AND CHIEFLY OF OSIRIS, A
SYMBOLICAL DIVINITY, WHICH RE=
PRESENTED THE SUN.

<At firf} the Egyptians worfbipped the Sumy
under the defignation of Phré, and after-
wards under that of Ofiris. This Deity
Very famous. His temples and Priefts in
€very corner of the kingdom. His origin
derived from aflronomy, which baving ob-

»

Served bis courfe more regular than that of
the maoon, made ufe of it _for the meafuring of

time, The name of Ofiris, derived from.
Ofch Iri, the Author of Time, [hews the
difian of the Priefis in introducing this alle-
&orical drivinity.
To. Mr, L. M.

Grand Cairo.
s THE ancient Egyptians,” fays Diodo-
:101'118 Siculus (), « contemplating thearch
. of the heavens, raifed above their heads,

() Diodorus Siculus, lib. .
and



352 % B T T E RS

<« and admiring the marvellous order which
« reigns in the univerfe, regarded the fun
¢« and moon as eternal Gods, and honoured
« them with a particular worthip.  They
¢ called one Ofiris, and the other Ifis.”
The affertion of this hiftorian is too general.
To bave written in a manner more con-
formable to truth, he thould have excepted
the Pharachs, the perfons initiated in the
myfteries, .and efpecially the Priefts, who
did not believe in that idolatry to which
they had fubjefted the people.  Befides, it
is reafonable to believe, they at firft taught
them, that thefe brilliant bodies were the
works of the Moft High. However that
may be, the Egyptians worfhipped the fun
and the moen, under the pompous titles of
the King(p) and Queen of heaven. The
ftar of the day was firft called Plré(g).
The father-in-law of.the ‘patriarch, Jofeph,
was called, according to the verfion of the-
Septuagint, Petepbre, Prieft of the Sun.
The aftronomers obferving his courfe, and
his principal effects, gave him the {ymbcoli-
(#) Jeremiah, chap. 7, and 44.
(¢) Jablonfki, tome premier.
‘ ®a}
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€al name of Ofiris, which was confecrated
P by ,réligion (7). - < It. is acknowledged,”
/ f:ﬂ-ys Macrobius, ¢ that Ofiris is no other
* than the fun. - When the Egyptians with
“ to defcribe him in their hieroglyphic
¢ charaters, they paint him with a feeptre
““ and one eye.”

¢ They could not figure in a manner more
fenfible the ftar which enlightens the world,
and to whom they attributed the empire of
the fky. Accordingly Martian Capella (s),

" in the beautiful hymn which he compofed

n honour of the father of the day, fays,

Eye of the world, brilliant torch of Olympus ;
Latlum calls thee the Sun, for, after thy author,
* Thou art the fplendid caule of light. The Nile calls

thee Seraphis;
And Memphis adores thee under the name of Ofiris.

Some authors have alfo called the Nile
Ofiris.  Plutarch explains this opinion (7).
“ The Egytians look upon the Nile as the

Prefcrvex of their country, and as deriv-

(=) M acrobius, Saturnal, [ib. 1.
() Martian Capella, lib. 2.
(t) Plutarch’s Treatife of Ifis and Ofiris,

3 mg
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é ing its fource from Ofiris.”  In fa&, the
vapours exhaled by the fun, and then cop.
denfed in the atmofphere, fall down in rain,
and form the great river which conftitutes
the riches of Egypt. It is accordingly in’
this fenfe  that Homer always calls it the
emanation of “fupiter (u). The Egyptians,’
fays Herodotus (x) pretend that Ofiris is the
fameas Bacchus.  ‘This fentiment hasmany
partizans amongft the Greeks, and is not
without probability. ,Thé Priefts of Egypt
made Ofiris travel from one end of the
world to the other. They painted him as a.
powerful King, who had conquered the
#arth, and loaded men with bounties. The
Gréeks, who attributed the fame gifts, the
fame coz‘lqucﬁs, to Bacchus, have faid
that he was the fame with Ofiris. But in
the facred language of Egypt, thele journies
only reprefented the courfe of the fun, and
the advantages he procures to mortals.
Thefe allegories have been at all times in
Aufe amongft the Orientals, and the Plalmiit

(n) Jupiter was the fame with the Sun, or Ofiris,
(x) Herodotus, Lib, 2.
il

¥

makes
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‘mﬂkﬂa ufe of onc when he thus exprefies

hlmfelf (2): The 'fan “ isasa bridegroom
coming jout of his chamber, and rejoiceth
as.a {trong man to run 2 race. His going

forth is from the end of the heaven, and

his circuit unto the ends of it; and there

is nothing hid from the heat thereof.”  Ti-

bullus, following, literzlly the opinions of
the: Greeks,, has rendered them in verfes full
of grace 'and harmony (4).

Primus aratra manu Solerti fecit Ofiris,
Lt terieram ferro follicitavit humum.
" Primus inexperte commifit femina terrz,
.- Pomaque non notis legit ab arboribus. .
Hic docuit teneram palis adjungere vitem :
Hic \chm dura ca.dcn. falce comam.,

A fad admitted by the gravcf’c writers of :
Mitiquity, evinces to a demonftration how
fatthe Greeks were deceived in attempting
to eftablifh a perfedt refemblance betwecn
Bacchus and Ofiris. The firft was honour=
¢d as the author of the vine, and the
Egthians, fo far from attributing its cul-

(2) Pfalm 19.
() Tibullus, lib. 1. elegy 8.

Veor.II. Cc dare
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ture to Ofiris, abhorred wine as poifon.

€c
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(11

The Egyptians,” fays Plutarch (4), < hag
never drank wine before the time of
Pfammeticus (¢) Regarding this liquor.
as the blood of the giants,” who, after
making war againft the Gods, had perifh-
ed in the combat, theydid not offer them
any in libations, imagining it was odious
to them. They afferted even, that the
vine had {prung from this blood, mixed

with the earth.”

This facred fable had paffed from Egypt

into Perfia, and as far as the extremities of

India(d). St. Clemens, of Alexandria, re-
ports that the Magi abftained from wine
with the utmoft attention. The Arabs had

a

law which prohibited them the ufe of

it(¢). Ovington(f), in fthort, who has
travelled in India, affures us, that in our
days the Brachmins deteft that liquor, and
hold it in no lefs horror than Manes, who

(&) Plutarch’s Treatife of Ifis and Ofiris.
(¢) This Prince was one of the laft Egyptian Pharachs.
(d) Stroma 3.

{¢) Dicdorus Siculus, lib. 1.
(/) Ovington’s Voyage, Vol. 1.
%

regarded



tegarded it-as the blood of demons: It is
difficult to fay whence arofe thisaverfion of
the Orientals for wine ;- but it really exifts,
~ and this is probably one of the reafons
which induced Mahomet to prohibit it (g).
Perhaps we ought to fearch for the caufe of
this prohibition in the curfe pronounced by
Noah againft his fon Cham, who, having
furprized” him in his drunkennefs, infulted
his fituation. However this may be, the
Egyptians, who hold it in horror, never
eould attribute the culturc of the vine to
Ofiris.

‘But what does this figrify ? On what oc-
€afion was it given to the fun? This
queftion has excited the refearches of the
ancients and fhe moderns, and they have la-
boured 'to refolve it: Diodorus Siculus (5),
and Horopollo (7), fay, that Ofiris fignifes
Poliophthalmus, he who has many eyes.
This interprétation applics to the fun, but

(2) Wine is an abomination invented by Satan.——
ran,

(L) Diodorus Siculus, Lb. 1.
() Horopolle, Hieroglyphics, lib. 1.

Cec 2 does
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does not explain the word Ofiris.” Feorif Os,
or Ofch, may be tranflated -in,Egyptian'by
sany, Iris has no connection ;with; eye,
¢« The name of Ofiris,” fays Plutarch (%),
¢ indicates a great number of things, and
¢ may be interpreted in various ways. ' It
« exprefles efficacious ftrength and bounty.”
This {till does not render the literal fenfe.
The learned Jablonfki(/) interprets:  this
word in a more natural manner.. ¢ Ofiris,”
fays ‘he, ¢ comes from Ofch-Iri,  he whe
¢ makes time.” 'TheEgyptians underftood
by this expreflion what God declares in
fPéaking of the fun and of the;moon () :
« And God faid, let there be lights in the
« firmament of the heaven, to divide the
¢ day from the night, and let them be for
¢ {igns, and for: feafons, and for days and
« for years.” The following paflage of
Clemens, of Alexandria, favours'  this
fentiment (#) : - ¢ The Egyptians paint

(#) Treatife of Ifisand Ofiris, =

(/) Jablonfki, tome premier.

(m) Genefis, Chap. i. verfe 14.,

(n) St. Clemens, gumcd by Eufebius, Brcp Evangel.
lib, 1.

“ the
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« the {un, borne in a vefel, or on a'crgco._:..
“ dile. This emblem gives us to under-
- ftand that the ftar of the day, journeying
“ through the mild and moift air, engenders
ELLE :
"The Egyptian aftronomers, after repeated
obfervations, regulated the year Dby the
courfe of the fun. . The great circle of
gold?' of 635 cubits, which they placed on
the fummit of the tomb of Ofimandué, and
where was feen the rifing and fetting of the
ftars for every day of the year, is a fplendid
Proof of their labours, and of their difcqe
veries, ¢ The Priefts of Thebes,” fays
Strabo (6)s. applied' themfelves principally
“ to the ftudy of aftronomy and philofe-
““ phy. They made ufe of the fun, and
““ not the moon, to meafure time.” Julius
C&‘faf, who paffed a year amongft them,
Made himfelf acquainted with their learn-
Ang, and reformed the Roman Calendar,
which was extremely defective. ¢ This
“ Prince,” fays Macrobius (), * imitating
“ the Egyptians, who alone were perfectly
{2) Strabo, lib. Lo

{») Macrob. Saturnal. lib, 1. :
Cc 3 7 acquamtcd
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¢ acquainted with divine things, formed
¢ the year from the motion of the fup,
¢¢ who finifhes hlS revolutlon in 365 days
¢« and a quarter.” The fame author, en-
tering into the {pirit of the aftronomers,
looks upon that meafure of the year as the
chief virtue of the fun.

The {olar year was found by the academy
of Heliopolis, under the reign of Afeth (g),
1325 years before J. C. and 320 after the
departure of the Ifraclites. The Priefts
who till then had honoured the fun under
his proper name of P4r¢, beftowed on him,
in memory of fo important an eyent, that
of Ofiris, or the Author of Time. :

I have the honour to be, &c.

(9) Vignoles, Chronologie, tome premier.

LETTER
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OF AMMON AND HERCULES, EMBLEMS Ok
THE SUN.

Amoun, calied by the Greeks Ammon, and
by the Latins Jupiter Ammon, was par-
ticulary worfbipped at Thebes, which the

- feripture fByles the city of Ammon, and the
Greeks Diofpolis the city of Fupiter. His
Satue decked with the Srin and bead of a
ram. This fymbolical divinity, which re-

 prefented the wvernal Jun, delivered ora-
cles in_a temple, fituated in the midf of
the defarts of Lybia. The flatue of Her-
cules, which partook of the worfbip of its
deity, at the Vernal Eguinox, denoted the
Jorce of the fun when be had reached the
Equator, :

« Fo My, L M.
T | Grand Cairo.
HE Egyptians, Sir, verfed in the {tudy
of Aﬁronomy, perceived that the {un ap-

Peared under ditferent afpe@s according to
his
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his fituation in the Zodiac. They obfery.-.
ed that he flackened his motion towards
the folftices, that he haftened them at
the equinoxes, and that his influence ‘was
greater or lefs under thefe various circum-
ftances. They exprefled thefe different
phanomena by charaéteriftic denominations.
Having adopted in their theology the ufe of
the hieroglyphic language, which f{peaks
only by fymbols, they alternately painted the
fun under the form of a. child, of a man
grown up, and an old man, NOW joyous, Now
{ad, or fplendid, in the midft of light. The
priefts by thefe emblems alluded to aftrono-
mical or phyfical effects, The vulgar, ac-
cuftomed to fee thefe figures in the temples,
forgot' the obje& they reprefented, and
adored them as divinities, Macrobius, who
had penetrated into the myfterics of this
ancient religion, unveils them to us in the
following terms (): ¢ The Egyptians, at
‘¢ the winter Solftice, withing to mark the
“ fhorteft' day of the year, drew from the
¢ fanGtuary, the fun, reprefented under the

(r)} Maergb, Saturnal. lib, 1./ 3
“ form
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“form of an infant. . His growth is rapid,
which they indicate by reprefenting him
at the {pring Equinox in the figure of a
young man. At the fummer Solftice, when
he has reached his maturity, his age is di-
“ftinguithed by a full face, ornamented
“with a long beard. At length they dif-
“ play him with the features of an old
man, to point out the diminution of the
days.” | -
Thefe reprefentations, adopted doubtlefs
before the ufe of writing, and preferved by
the priefts, exprefied emblematically the four
feafons of the year. Firft lét us examine
what the Egyptians underftood by the name
of . Ammon, fo celebrated “in antiquity.
“moun, fays Plutarch (s), of which' we have
Mmade Ammon, is the Egyptian name of
Jupiter, This god was particularly wor-
fhippcd at Thebes, called by the facred
books Hamon-no, the pofleffion of Hammon,
and by the Septuagint (¢) the city of Ams=

€<

€<

€

() Treatife of Ifis and Ofiris. Herodotus and Dio-
dorus Siculus, give Jupiter alfo the name of Ammon.
() Ezechiel, chap, 30. The Greeks and the Romans
called it Digfpolis, the city of Jupiter,
mon,
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mon. Herodotus tells us under what form
he was honoured (#). ¢ The inhabitants of
¢ Thebes regarded the ram as facred, ang
« do not feed on its fleth. Every year
“ however, on the feftival of Jupiter, they
<< cut off the head of a ram, and take off
¢ its fkin, with which they cover the
“ ftatue of the god.” Proclus teaches us
the object of this ceremony (x): ¢ The
“ Egyptians,” fays he, ‘ had a fingular
« veneration for the ram, becaufe the
- ¢ image of Ammon bore his head, and that
« this fign, the firft of the Zodiac, was the
« prefage of the fruits of the earth.”  Eu-
{ebius (v) adds that this fymbol marked the
conjunéion of the fun and moon in the
fign of the ram,’

You recolle&, Sir, the ceremony obferved
by the priefts of the temple of Ammon,
when men went to confult that oracle,
Faithful obfervers of the opinions adopted
by their anceftors, who made the fun travel

(«) Herodotus, lib. 2.
{*) Timzus of Plato.
{7) Eufebius, prep. Evangelic. Iib. 3.

in



yn 2 veflel, they carried in a boat: the ftatue
©f that god, formed of precious ftones, and
bearing the head of a ram. So many au-
thorities and facts, evidently demonftrate,
that amongft the aftronomers of Egypt,
Ammon reprefented the fun. It is in this
fenfe that Diodorus Siculus has faid ():
Ofiris is the Jame with Amman. Notwith-
ftanding, thefe two names did not reprefent
the fame phznomena. The former, as you
will haye obferved, announced this luminary
the author of tie; the latter, the fpring,
and the commencement of the aftronomical
Year which happen in the fign of the ram,
and was pointed out by the fymbolical
figure of that divinity. The word. Amoun,
compofed of Am-ouein(a) fbining denoted,
the defired effe@s produced by the fun on
attaining the Equator, fuch as the encreafe
of the days, a more {plendid light, and a-
b.Ovc all, the fortunate prefage of the inunda-
tion and abundance.

The priefts, on the feflivals of Ammon,

(z) Diodo- = Siculus, lib, 1.
((f) Jablonfki, tome premier.

were
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were accuftomed to zfﬁ'éqiate Hercules i his
worfhip. ' After covering the ftatue of Jupi-

ter with the {kin of the ram, thcy brought
near to this' emblematical crod ‘the repre-
fentation of Hercules (6) whom they called
in their language Dfom or Dfiom(c), firength.
This expreffion characerized the virtue of
the ftar of the day, when arrived at the
Equinoctial line. Accordingly, Plutarch(d)
fays, they aflerted that Hercules, placed in
the fun, turned with him. This obferva-
tion has not efcaped Macrobius (¢): “ The
“ name alone ‘of Hercules (Heracleos)
<« proves that he indicated the fun. 1In fa&,

« Heras fignifies qf “the air, cleos, glory; and
<« to whem attribute this epithet, if not to
« the body which fills the univerfe with his
« fire, and which on retiring, leaves it
“ plunged in darknefs ?” Hence have
arifen the brilliant allegories of the Greeks,
who themfclves acknowledge, that the

{#) Herodotus, 1ib. 2.

(c) Jablonfki, tome premier.

(d) Plut. Treatife of Ifis Ofiris.
(¢) Macrob, Saturnal, lib. 1.

twelve



twelve labours of this hero, allude only to
the fun pafling through the twelve figns
of the Zodiac, in his annual revolation.

- I haye the honour to be, &e¢.

LETTER
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OF HORUS LA SYMBOLICAL DEITY WHICH.
REPRESENTED THE SUN.

Horus, as well as Ofitis, had a hawk for his
Symbol.  The fame attributes frequently
afcribed to both. His throne fupported by
lions, becaufe he reprefented the fun at the
fummer Solftice.  His education at Butis,
on the border of the great lake, denoted bis
great power in raifing vapours into the
atmofphere, whence they fell down in dew
upon the earth. The victory of Horus over
Typhon, depicted the bappy effects produced
by the fun in bis progrefs through the fum-
mer jigns, fuch as the inundation, the éx=
tinétion of the north winds, and the excite=

 wment of thofé named the Etefian.

TO Mrn L- Md

Grand Cairo.

HORUS, a renowned deity of ancient
Egypt, was alfo, Sir, an emblem of the
fun.



fun, Plutarch pofitively affirms it ()=
that virtue which prefides over ‘the fun,
whilt he is moving through fpace, the
EgyPtians called Horus, and the Greeks
Apollo *

The veneration of the people for this
god (g) appears from the circumitance of

ree cities being called by this name (4
in the Thebais. The {parrow-hawk re-
Prefented equally Ofiris and Horus. It
Was their common emblem, and they had
fometimes the fame attribute. The inter—
Pretation left by Hermapion of the hiero-
glyphics engraved on the obelifk of Helio-

(/) Plut. Treatife of Ifis and Ofiris.

" * Job alfo calls Ur or Orus the fun—<If I gazed
Upon the fun (Ur, Orus) when he was fhining,
Or on (Firécha) the moon walking in brightnefs, aud
My heart hath been feverely enticed (i.e. to worfhip)
. o my mouth hath kifled my hand ; this alfo were an

< lﬂlquuy to be punithed by the judge, for I fhould have
denied the God who is above.” Job, chap. xxxi. ver.,

%6, 27, 28, Tranflator.

(£) Horapollo, Hieroglyphics, lib. 1.
(4) Their Egyptian name was Cities of Horus. The

('"“ks called themn Cities of Apollo.

polis,



polis;  offers 'thefe  remarkable  words (4
Horus is the fupreme lord 'and the authoy ,
tiie.  You know, Sir, that thefe qualitics
were chiefly attributed to Ofiris; that they
may apply to Horus, he muft neceflarily
denote the ftar of the day,'in certain cir-
cumitances; this is whatis explained to us
by the oracle of Apollo of Claros :

Y carn that the, rit,of the gods is ?m. : v

H¢ is called ravifible'in winter, Jupiter in the {'prmg (Z),

"The fun in fummer, and towards the ‘end of autumn, the
tender Fao. i iot

The ftar of the day, on attaining the fam-
mer Solftice, and called per excallentlam the
SJun, is the fame as Horus. ' In fa& the
Egyptians reprefented him borne on lions(/),
which fignified lis cn‘tr-.mce’int_o the fign of
the lion. They who preiided. over the
divine inftitations, then placed {phynxes at*
the head of the canals and {acred fountains,
to warn the people of the approaching in-

A
g -

(1) Ammian Marcellinus. i ol }

- (#) That is to fay Amoun. Thefe various denomi-
nations will be explained in the courfe of thefe letters.
(/) Horapollo, Hieroglyphics, lib. 1.

: undation,
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Undation. Macrobius, who informs us why
the Greeks gave Horus the name of Apollo,
confirms this fentiment (7): < In the myf-
“ teries,” fays he, ¢ they difcover as a
' fecret, which ought to be inviolable, that

- “ the fun arrived in the upper hemifphere,

“is called Apollo.” Thefe teftumonics
conciir in proving, that this emblematical
deity was no other than the ftar of day,
paffing through the figns of fummer.
Thefe lights may lead us to the explica-
tion of the facred fable, which the priefts
publifhed on the fubject of Horus; for they
enveloped 'in myftery every point of their
religion. Plutarch (#) gives it at length.
I fhall only quote the principal traits.
They faid that he was the fon of Ofiris and
of Ifis ; that Typhon, after killing his bro-
ther Ofiris, took pofieflion of the kingdom ;
that Horus, leaguing himfelf with Ifis, a-
venged the death of his father, expelled the
tyrant from his throne, without depriving
him of life, and reigned glorioufly in Egypt.

{m} Macrob. Saturnal, lib. 1.
(») Plut. Treatife of Ifis and Ofirs.

Vou. 11. Dd A perfon
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A pcrfon who has. travelled ever fo little in.
Egypt,cafily, difcovers natural ths)mpna
hid under the veil of fable. In the, fPrmg,
the wmd Ihamjin frequently makes  greag
ravages: jthere.; It raifes, “lli[l’v‘Jl,.]d_S‘IOf
burning {fands, which fuffocate trayellers,
darken ;the air, and cover the face. of the
fun in fu»h a mannex as to lewc th' earth
in pcrﬂﬂ: ohf(.unt_{ I.exe is the d:.ath of
Ofiris, and the reign,of Typhgn. '1:};;:[
hurricanes break loofe nfuall Iy i the. mqm‘ls
of Fe.bruary',. Malch,. cand, A_pul “When
thc funapproaches the fign.of thelion, he
qhan"es the_ftate .of the f.a,tgmfpheri:, .dlf—
peries thefq ;cmpt-ﬂs, aauq u:cﬂ:ores the
norf;herlg winds, which. drive bcforc tl;em

nalignant vapoursy -and  preferve, w
E"yp Coolnefs and falt.brlty undgriya. burrh
ing, fLy,... l.h;s is, the trxumph of hor.us

thc natural Phllofophers :mknow]‘q:dge( phq
mﬂuence of the moon, over the fiae, of  the
atmofphere, they united her;with this gody
to drive the ufurper from the throne. The
priefts confidering Ofiris as, the father of
Time, might beftow the name of his fon ¢n

Hortus,
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Horus, #vho reigned three mionths in the
year, . This isy I believe, the natural ex-
plication of this allegory. = Befides; all en-
lightened men muft have underfidod; this
language, which was familiar to them.
- The peopleonly, whofe feeblefight extends
- o farther than the exterior, without
diving into the true meaning of things,
might regard thefe allegorical perfonages,
as real gods, and decree prayers and offer-
ings to them,

(2) Jablonfki, who has interpreted the
epithet of Zrueri, which the Egyptians
gave to Horus, pretends that it fignifics
efficacious virtue. - Thefe exprefiions per-
fectly characterize the phenomena which
?1'~1ppcncd during the reign of this god. It
18 In {ummer, in fa&, that the fun manifefts
all its power in Egypt. It is then that he
{wells the waters of the river with rains,
cxhaled by him in the air, and driven a-
gainft the fummit of the Abyflinian moun-
tins; it is then that the hufbandman

(¢) Jablonfki, tome premier.
B 2 7 oie o
TSI 3 Dda reckons
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reckons on the treafures of agriculture, It
was natural for them to honour him with
the name of Arueri, or efficacious virtue, to
mark thefe aufpicious effects.

I have the honour to be, &c.

>

LETTER
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L E T ToE:R+LHE

OF THE CELESTIAL SERAPIS, A SYMBOL
OF THE SUN.

The worfbip of Serapis flourtfbing under the
Ptolemies, who built a fuperb temple in
honour. of bim. Adored in Egypt before
their reign.  His origin on the banks of the
Nile. This emblematical divinity denoted
the Sun in bis progrefs through the autumnal
Jigns.  Said to be invifible, becaufe feen
enly for a fbort time by the inbabitants of
the north. The fame with the Pluto of the
Grecks, but divefled of the fables ath which

their poets invalved bim.

To Mr. L. M.

Grand Cairo.

THE Ptolemics having brought from
Synope, a city of Pontus, to Alexanaris, the
ftatue of a god, who on his arrival recewved
the name of Serapis, propagated his worthip
throughou; Egypt. . The ma gnificent tem-
Ddg ple
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ple they built in his honour, and which for
grandeur, . the beauty of/its ornaments, and
the majefty of its architeGture, was com-
pared to the capitol, the feftivals they efta-
blithed, the brilliant ceremonies they infti-
tuted, attracted the veneration of the peo-
ple to this.deity. Serapis, become the god of
the court, made the Egyptians almoft forget
their ancient gods. The provinces emu-
lated each other in building temples to him,
and burning incenfe on his altars. Itisto
this celebrity that we muft attribute the
opinion of thofe writers, who have pretend-
ed that his worfhip was firft introduced into
this country by the Ptolemies, and that he
was ‘a ftranger there before their reign.
Various pafiages, extracted from better in-
formed hiftorians, prove the contrary. Plu-
tarch (p) in his life of Alexander the Great,
introduces 2 man, who fays to him : Serapis
has appearcd to me, and after brafaking my
chains, has fent me to thee. The Atheni-
ans having decreed to this conqueror the

“724(p) Plutarch, Life of Alexander.

honours
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’ﬁonom‘s of Bacchus; ongmcs‘me Cynie {7)
eifclalmcd* Lot tﬁm make e Skmﬁt: thes,
"Thef? cirdum Farices prove that"Seraprs was
Lnown before the Ptolemies. Other p: 1ﬁ'ages
informus that he had his birth on the b‘nks
‘of thé Nile.  One’fees in B oy pt,fys Pad-
[anids, feveral témples of Serapis (#Y.  Alex-

;andm pofiefles the moit mwmﬁcent the
mafl_ancient s “at Munp!ns Laftly,"Ta-

CltﬂS, ‘whofe cvldcnce cannot- be calfed ‘in

.‘l"cﬁf on, E‘cpreﬁ'cs }nmﬁ.lf Ehs; in fpeaking
“of the god of S)ncpc tranfpor’ceﬁ to Alexan-
“dria (s )i b temple worthy - the” grandeur
- of this city, was builton'a'fpot of ground

“‘ called Racbotis (7). 'There’ was at ‘this
place an’ ancient chapel ‘confecrated to

<« Ser apis and Ifis.” Thefe authorities leave

1‘10 doubt of the antxqmty of the Egyptian

(7) Diogcncs Laertius, Life ofDlo'renes the- G) nic.

“(r) Paufanias, Attic. f
. () Ann. Tacit. lib. 45

() In the time of Alexander, Rachotrs was only a
hamlCt inhabited by fithermen. It uit;mate]y became a
confiderable fuburb. of Alexandria. At this day we fee

_Ihf-'re ahill of rubbifh of near one hundred feet ir elcvatlo 1,
and under which are buried the remains of Szrapmm-

Dd 4 Selapls.
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Serapis. Hlﬂ:ory informs us alfo that he
was in certain refpe@s the Pluto of the
Greeks, and one of the fymbols of the
fun. : : | :

«« When the god of Synape,” fays Plu-
tarch («), “ was tranfported to Alexandria,
¢ the interpreter Timatheus, and Manethon
 of Sebennytus, conjectured on the fight
¢« of the cerberus and the dragon which
¢ adorned his ftatue, that it reprefented
 Pluto, and perfuaded Ptolemy that this
s« god was the fame with Serapis; for he
« did not go under that name in the coun-
¢ try from whence he was brought. He
«« regeived therefore on his arrival that of
s¢ Serapis, which the Egyptians give to
¢ Pluto.” II. muft not be imagined how-
ever that the Egyptian Pluto was the fove-
reign of hell, king of ghofts, and _]udgc of
the dead, like that of the Greeks. This
theology of Grecian origin, was unknown
at Memphis (¥). Porphyry tells us fo in
exprefs terms: ¢ The priefts of Egypt un-

(u) Plutarch, Treatife of Ifis and Ofiyis.

(x) Prophefy quoted by Eufebius, pr;'p'\r Fvangcl
llb 3
: ¢ derftood



* derftood by Pluto, the inferidr fun, which
““ remaining under the earth near thé' win-
“ ter folftice, pafles over and enlightens
¢ unknown regions.” It is for this reafon
that Callifthenes calls Serapis be invifible
&od of Syngpe.  For the fame reafon, Julian,
In fpeaking of Pluto fays(y): * Plato afferts
““ that the fublime foyls of yirtuous men
“ are carried before that god, whom we
“ call alfo Serapis, becaufe he is invifi-
& bley”

The epithet of invifible was given him,
becaufe the fun, in approaching the winter
folﬁice, remains l_ongef. concealed under the
carth, and feems to haften to conceal him-
felf from the fight of the northern hations.
To mark his abode of fix months in the
northern, and the other fix in the figns of
‘the fouthern hemifphere (=), they painted
him iy two diferent colours, fometimes
,l“minous, at other times of a dark blue.
Th[ﬁ former was called {parkling or {uperior
Amoun ; the latter, Serapis or inferior. This

(3) Julian, Or. 4.
{z) Macrob. Sarurnal. lib. 1.

13
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is- what the ancients, but’ p1ft1CUIafly ]:1-
blonfki amongft the moderns, - have left us
as the moft probable accotint of ‘this emble_
matical dcrty ‘Nor is it un]tkely, that in
the opinion of” the ancient” phlfofophers of
Greece, Pluto was no dther than the inferior
fun, but that under the brilliant pencil of

the poets, he became thc monarch of the
mfernal rcgmns. ‘

1 havc the honour to be, &eq ™

LETTER
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OF HARPOCRATES, AN EMBLEM OF THE

e SUN. '

Harpocrates reprefented, in Egypty the Sun
at the winter Solflice, and, in Greece, the
God of Silence. . Delineated by the Egyp-
tian. Prigfls with bis feet joined - together,
in fuch a manner that he could fearcely
walk.  This emblem of the flow, and al-
moft infenfible motion of the fun, when
Verging to the Tropic of Capricorn.  Ré-
prefented fitting on the Lotus flower, be-
caufe it never opens till towards the end of
qutumn,

To .Mr.. L. M.

Grand Cairo.

MACROBIUS informs us, Sir, that the
Egyptians drew from their fanétuary the
fun, reprefented under the form of an in-
fant, to announce to-the people the thorteft
day of the year. “This' emblematical deity
was



was called Harpocrates (a). The Greeks
made of him the God of Silence, becayfe
he was born holding ene of his fingers on
his mouth.  Ifis, fays Plutarch(4), brought
forth at the winter Solftice the tender Har-.
pocrates.  This Egyptian name fignifies
lame (¢). He was reprefented with this in-
firmity to mark the flow, and almoft im-
perceptible motion of the fun, when at the
Tropic. Horapollo, in the explanation he
has left us of the hieroglyphics, affures us
of this in the following terms () : ¢ The
« two feet of Harpocrates were joined to-
« gether, fo as to form only one. The
*« Egyptians figuratively exprefled by this
s¢ emblem the courfe of the fun at
“¢ the winter Solftice.” Plutarch adds(e)
that he was painted, feated on the flower of
the Lotus. A more expreffive fymbol ceuld
not be given this Ged, for the calix of this

() Saturnal. lib, y.

(b) Treatife of Ifis and Ofris.

(c) Jablonfki, Panthcon Egyptiacum, tome pre.
mier.
- (d) Horapolle, Hieroglyphics, lib. 2.

{¢) Plut. Treatife of Ifis and Oliris,

fuperh
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f}xperb lily of the Nile, docs not blow be-

fore the end of autumn.

The Priefts, who enveloped with the veil
of . fable the moft ftriking phenomena of
nature, and who had compofed an ®nigma-
tical theology, faid that Jupiter (Ammon)
having originally had his feet joined toge<
ther, could not walk freely; that the {hame
he felt at this deformity induced him to live
in folitude ; that Ifis, touched at his fitua-
tion, reftored him the ufe of his legs by fe-
parating them. Through this allegory we
difcover Harpocrates, or the fun, ftationary
at the winter Solftice ; and by the operation
of Ifis, Ammon, or the ftar of the day, ad-
vancing with a more rapid motion, when he
reaches the Equator.

But the Egyptians were not the only peo-
Ple who expreffed them{elves ina {ymbolical
manner. All the ancient nations, efpeci-
ally in the infancy of language, were com-
Pelled to adopt the ufe of parables and al-
legories, Before the invention of letters,.
fenfible figns were neceffary to fpeak to the
Underftanding ; and the metaphors employed
fo fﬂTﬁq*uently by the Hebrew and the Arab,

4 ﬂamp
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ftainp-thie: feal on théir antiquity. | ¢ The
€ Paphlagonians, acpording to Plutarch (s
¢« f{aid that the fun fleptin winter, and was
e awake in- fummeis" ahd the Phrygians,
“c that he was - chained: during 'the winter,
e and that in thc fprmfr he walked free
& from hxs irons.’

I have the honour to bc, &c:.

&7 Trcatlﬁ: of *Iﬁs anﬂ Oﬁns. bl .
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CF.ATENDES, (THE SYMBOL OF THE
Witharn oidieSy o fpom. I : ‘

Memﬁ‘:fbe Jirft emblen of the fun. - De-
. noted thefecundating influence of this pla-
i Xet.. The he-goat facred to bim, becaufe
£ fﬁfmgﬂpr;a/_z}fc of animals. The Priefls
anitiated in the myfleries of Mendes. The
i Phallus, an emblem of generation, adorned
!_I_tb;’z} babits, and decorated the flatues of
. ather deites, - Named. by the Greeks, -Fan,
; but i;zzp'rapc’rl s Jor be bore ..(.iz"}!é rg/i‘mb&m}g

#0 that _de;;zi;gad. e v

T A T

To Mr . M: .
3y ¢ - ~.+ Grand Caire,
TH E. deity I am about to treat of, Sir, was
probably the firft fymbol of the fun:’ The
Egyptians having difcovered that they owed
the riches of their country. to that ftar, that
he was the principal cavfe of the inunda-
tion, that his beneficent’ rays conveyed
heat and life throughout nature, that ‘made

3 the

=1ty o~ e
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the plants fpring up, and ripened the har=
vefts, looked on him as the firft fource of
fertility. 'They worfhipped him under the
name of Mendes, which fignifies very frusta
ful (g)- To point out in a fenfible manner
the productive power with which they be-
lieved him to be endowed, they confecrated
the goat to him as the moft prolific of ani-
mals. This animal was fed in the Temple
of Mendds, as the living image of the God
he reprefented.  The inhabitants of the
Mendefian province celebrated feftivals in
Iris honour, wore mourning at his death, and
held him in fuch extraordinary veneration,
that *decency forbids me to relate what
Herodotus, Pindar, Plutarch, and feveral
other hiftorians, have written concerning
them, to fuch a pitch can fuperftition mif«
lead feeble mortals! The father of hif=
tory (5), deceived by this worfhip, thought
that Mendes really fignified a he-goat. Se-

* Preterea Mendes ubi Pan colitury et Hircus animal—
Hoc in lheo Hirci cum mulieribus coeunt.  Straboy
lib. 17. [T'ranflator.]

(g) Jablonfki, Pantheon Egyptiacum, tome premier.

{#) Herodotus, lib. 2.

veral
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veral Grecian writers have adopted this
miftake. Others have difcovered it, and
have obferved that Mendes was the fymboli-
cal deity for fecundity, the goat his living
image, and the fun the principle.  Suidas
pofitively afferts it(7). * The Egyptians,
“ fays he, honour the goat, becaufe he is
“ confecrated to the generative virtue.”
§ Diodorus Siculus (%) and Horapollo(7/)
are of the fame f{entiment.

The Greeks, who reprefented Pan with
the horns, the feet, and the tail of a goat,
difcovered a ftrikinganalogy between himand
the Egyptian God. They gave to Mendes
the name of Pan, and called the city of
Chemmis, now Achmim, Panopolis, in which
Pan had a temple. But this refemblance
was only in appearance. Their Pan, the
guardian of the woods, the caverns, and
Mountains, had only the title of demi-god,

(7) Suidas, at the word Mendés.
« § Hivcum autem deificarunt, ut apud Graecs, Priapum,
Propter zenitalem partem. Diodorus Siculus, lib. 1.—=

. 5'1' ranflator.

(£) Diodorus Siculus, lib, 1.
(/) Horapollo, hierozlyphics, lib. 1.
Vour. II. Ee and
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and that of Egypt was in the number of
the eight great divinities. ¢ Hercules,
<« Bacchus, and Pan,” fays Herodotus (m),
s¢ have been newly received into the tem-
¢« ples of Greece. Pan (that is to fay,
¢« Mendés) is the moft ancient of the eight
<« great Gods of Egypt.” Diodorus Sicu-
lus adds (7), ¢ The Egyptians honour Pan
“ with a particular worfhip. Almoft all
« the temples have his ftatue, and the
¢« Priefts who inherit the priefthood, firft
¢ initiate themfelves in his myfteries.”
Thefe paflages authorize us to regard
Mendes™as the firft emblem of the fun.
Indeed, reafon itfelf leads us to this con-
clufion.  Before men were aftronomers, be~
fore they had conceived the idea of the
Tropics and the Equator, and obferved the
various phenomena produced by the revo-
lution of the fun, the Egyptians muft have
remarked his productive virtue. To paint
this fenfibly, they created an emblematical
divinity which they called Mendes, very pro-

(m) Herodotus. A
(n) Diodorus Siculus, lib. 1.

1 £ . ‘V lgﬁﬁ,
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Jific, and of which the goat, from his pro-
creative quality, was the image. Itis for this
reafon that Diodorus Siculus/s ) declares that
Mends; is the fame with Ofiris. In truth,
both one and the other reprefent the ftar of
the day, buteach of them has different at-
tributes. What adds a frefh degree of evi-
dence to this truth is, that the Phallus, the

dymbol of generation, and particularly of
A Mendes, decorated all the Gods I have been

{peaking of, and ferved as an ornament to
the facerdotal drefs of the Egyptians.

I have laid before you, Sir, the different
denominations under which the fun was
adored in ancient Egypt. You have feen,
that under the celebrated name of Ofiris, he

‘Was regarded as the author of time; that

Ammon marked his paffage to the Equator,

Announced the {pring, and the renewal of

light; that Hercules indicated his benefi-

cent power; that the glorious reign of

Horys, reprefenting him in the figns of the

ff‘mmer, announced to the people the ex-

Wn&tion of the foutherly winds, and the
(9) Diodorus Sicalus, lib. 1.

Ee2 progreds
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progrcfs of the inundation ; that Serapis was
the emblem of this luminary, returning from
the Equinoxial Line towards the Tropic of
Capricorn ; that Harpocrates marked the
flownefs of his courfe when he has reached
the winter Solftice, and that Mendés was
the fymbol of his generative virtue. Thefe
various attributes, perfonified by the Priefts,
compofed a fabulous theology which the
people looked upon as facred, and which
made them offer incenfe to chimerical dei-
ties. In the following letters I fhall give
you fome account of Ifis, and the deities
connected with her. Through the whole,
you will difcover the fame fpirit of myftery ;
through the whole, you will fee the Priefts
ftudying nature, obferving aftronomical and
phyfical effeéts, and concealing their dif-

coveries from the eyes of the vulgar, with
an impenetrable veil.

I have the honour to be, &c.

e LETTER
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LE T TEREYE

OF Is1s, OR THE MOON, AN EGYPTIAN

DEITY.

The moon anciently wagﬂ%z}ped by the Egyp-

tians under its proper name Jo s the ado-
ration of <wobich, when introdiced into
Greece, gave birth to the fable of Jol's be-
ing changed into a cow. Its influence on the
atmofphere being obferved, they afterwards
named it Iris, which fignifies the caufe of
abundance. The smundation of the Nile
aferibed to the tears of this deily s that is,
2othe dew, of which fhe excites a fermentation
in the waters. To this day the Coptis pre-
tend that the dew which falls ot the Solflice,
makes the waters ferment, and by that
means produces the innundation.

To Mr. L. M.
Grand Ciirn.

THE Egyptians, Sir, had a boundlefs
Veneration for the moon. From the meoft
femote antiquity, (he was honoured by

them,

2
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them as the Queen of Heaven (p). At firft

they worfhipped her under her proper name
of Job(g). Inachus, the firift king of Argos,
carried this worfhip into Greece, one hun-
dred and twenty years before the birth of
Mofes (r): It is there,” fays Euftathius(s),
« that 2 cow is the {fymbol of Jo or the
% moon; for in the Argian language the
“ moon is called Fo.” John Malala(z)
confirms this fentiment. ““ In our days the
¢ Greeks call the moon Jo, in a myftic and
¢ hidden fenfe.” After the Greek language
prevailed over the Egyptian, this foreign
name appcared my&crious,_and was only
made ufe of within the walls of the temples,
where the origin of the ancient modes of
worthip was preferved; it is for this reafon
that Malala calls it myftic.

In the end, the Egyptian priefts, employ-
ed in obferving the phaznomena of nature,

() Jeremiah,

(g) Iob, in the Egyptian language, fignifies the moon,
Pantheon Egyptiarum de Jablon(ki, tome fecond.

{r) Jablonfki, tome fecond.

(s) Commentary on Dion. Perigetes,

(t) Chronolegic de Jean Malala.

having
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having remarked that the moon has a direct
influence on the atmofphere, the winds, and
the rains, regarded it, like the fun, as one
of the fources of the inundation. They
fought therefore for an expreflion which
might charaerize this effcét, and called it
{fis, which, in the Egyptian language, figni-
fies (u), the caufe of abundince. 'This hap-
pened 320 years after the departure of the
Ifraclites. At this period they beftowed fur-
names on the fun and moon, proper to {X
their difcoveries, and prefented the people
with a new theology. It is to this change
that we muft attribute the origin of the
Grecian fable, which makes jfs crofs the .
{ea, metamorphofed into a cow, and conducdts
her into Egypt, where fhe receives the name
of Ifis(x). Lucian, who was perfectly verfed
in ancient mythology, puts thefe words into
the mouth of Jupiter: * Conduct o to the
““ banks of the Nile acrofs the waves of the
“ fea, Let her become J/is; let her be the
““ goddefs of the Egyptians: let her augment

(u) Jablon’ki, Pantheon Migvptiacum, tome fecond,
(«) Lucian, Dialogue of the gods, book i.

Ee 4 ¢4 thﬂ
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« the waters of the river and let loofe- the
« winds.” '

The fwelling of the Nile being the event,
the moft important for this country, fince
the lives of the whole nation depend upon
it, the caufes of it were fought after with
the greateft attention. The priefts, initiated
in the myfteries, that is to fay, acquainted
with the natural fenfe of the allegories with
which they amufed the credulity of the vul-
gar, knew every thing which was connected
with the inundation, and by what figns it
might be conjetured how far it would be
moderate or favourable. Their intimate
connetions with the Ethiopians, had pro-
" cured them moft valuable information on
this head, which they referved to themfelves:
«¢ The abundant rains,” fays Euftathius (’y )
¢ which fall during the fummer in Ethi-
“ opia, make the Nile fwell, as Ariftotle and
Eudoxus affure us, who fay they derive
« ‘this knowledge from the Egyptian
priefts.”  They knew alfo that thefe
rains owed their origin to the northerly

(¥) The learned commentator of Homer, Odyf. Iib. 4.

winds.”
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winds. ¢ The rains of Abyfiinia,” fays
Pliny, <« are attributed to the northerly
““ winds, which convey thither during the
“ fummer the clouds of the northern coun-
“ tries.” Thefe effeéts being merely phy-
fical, were not unknown to the facerdotal
ribe; but to rule over the minds of the
people, and hold them in {ubjection to the
yoke of religion, the priefts enveloped their
own knowledge in myfteries, and were the
fole depofitaries of fcience.

The Nile beginning to increafe at the
new moon which follows the folftice, the
priefts, who regarded this planet as the
mother of the winds, (the vulture, the {ym-
bol of Ifis, announced her power of engen-
dering and letting loofe the winds) (2/ de-
creed to her the honour of this phenomznon.
“ Ifis,” fays Servius (4), * is the Genius of
“ the Nile. The fiftrum fhe bears in her
“ right hand, indicates the encreafe and the
“ flowing of the waters. The vafe fhe
* holds in her left, marks their abundance in

(z) Plin. lib. 5. and Pomponius Mela, lib. 1,
{a) Eufeb. prep. Evangel. lib. 3.

(8) Servius, Obfervations on th‘c ZEneid, lib. 8. e all
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« 2]l the canals.” Temples were ere@ed to
her in the different provinces, and fhe had
_altars and facrifices throughout the country.
¢ Coptos,” fays Euftathius(c), “is a city
“¢ of the Thebais, where 7o is adored under
¢ the name of Ifis. It is on her feftivals
« that they celebrate with the fiftrum the
““ increafe of the Nile.” The people, from
the allegorical language of the priefts, ima-
gined that they owed this bounty to the
tears of that divinity. The Egyptians, ac-
cording to Paufanias, were perfuaded that the
tears of Ifis had the virtue to augment the
Nile, and to make it rife up into the coun-
try. 'The Coptis are not yet cured of this
fuperftition. In our days, they fay that at
the f{olftice there falls a dew which makes -
the waters of the river ferment, and pro-
duces their overflow. Are not thefe the
tears of the goddefs fo celebrated amongft
the ancient Egyptians, their anceftors?
They afterwards attempted to eftablifh a
pointed analogy between the phznomena of

(¢) Euftathius the grammarian,
the
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the courfe of the moon, and thofe of ‘the
inundation. ‘They faid, as Plutarch (d) af-
fures us, ¢ That the degrees of the elevaw
“ tion of the waters correfponded with the
“ phafes of that planet; that at Elephanti-
““ nos they rofe to the height of twenty eight
““ cubits, 2 number equal to the days of her
revolution; that at Mendées, where the
““ encreafe was the leaft confiderable, they
¢ approached to feven cubits, correfponding
to the number of days in which fhe de-
¢ creafes; that the mean term of the inun-
“ dation at Mempbhis, was fourteen cubits,
*¢ and was relative to the period of the full
“ moon.” This paffage proves with what
attention they endeavoured to become- ac-
quainted with every thing, concerning an
event {o particularly mtcrcfhng to the pub-
lic felicity.

£

€c

The Egyptians having called the moon
s or the caufe of abundance, beftowed this
epithet on the earth, as on the mother of

() Treatife of Ifis and Ofiris.
$) Servius on the Zneid, lib, 8,

fruits.
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froits. We know, fays Macrobius ( £,
that Ofiris is the fun, and Ifis the earth *.
Ifis, in the Egyptian language, adds Servius,
means the earth. Confidered in this point
of view, the has a ftriking affinity to the
Ceres of the Greeks. 'This obfervation has
not efcaped Herodotus(g), who declares that
it is the fame divinity. But not to wander
from the Egyptian theology, we muft not
extend this denomination to the globe in
general (). Plutarch, who was well ac-
quainted with this matter, informs us that
the priefts honoured only with the name
of Ifis, that part of Egypt watered by the

/) Macrob. Saturnal. lib. 1.

# The gods, fays Blackwell, in whofe worfhip ali
the Egyptians, agreed were no more than fis and Ofiris,
the fun moon and carth: for Ifis is fometimes Diana,
though for the moft part Ceres. See alfo Herodotus,
Euterpe.

Tranflater.
{z) Herodotus, lib. 2.
/) Plutarch has compofed a compleat treatife on Ifis

end Ofiris, where much curious matter is to be mer
with.

Nile,
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Nile, 2nd in allufion only to her fecundity ;
he adds thar, in the facred language, they
termed the inundation, the marriage or

Ofiris with Ifis.

I have the henour to be, &c.

LETTER
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OF SOTHIS, A STAR SACRED TO IRIS,

Some writers call Sothis by the name of Iris;
but this flar, denominated Sirius by the
Greeks, and Canicula by the Latins, was
only facred to that goddefls. The Egyptians
marked the rifing of Sothis by two flated
periods.  The veneration of the pesple for
this flar arofe from a particular circum-
Jance; namely, that at its beliacal rifing,
~they could judge of the degree of inundation.
« On this account, it was named the ftac
which makes the waters increafe.

To Mr. L. M.

Grand Cairo.
ASTRONOMY having obferved the
courfe of Sothis, and its conneftions with
Ifis and the inundation, offered this ftar to.
the veneration of the p,,ople. It became
confecrated by religion, and pofiefied fuch
celebrity that feveral authors have called it

- | by
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by the name of Ifis. Horapollo(7) thus
exprefles himfelf: « Ifis is alfo the name of
#¢ a ftar, called in Egyptian, Sothis, and in
& Greck, Aftrocyon.” - The Egyptians;
* adds Damafcius (%), affert- that Sothis 1is
the fame with Ifis.

However thefe opinions may be, it is
certain that Sothis did not indicate Ifis, but
only the conftellation of the dog-ftar, and
‘ 'p'articularly the ftar which fhines at the
head of it. The Egyptians dated the com-
mencement of their civil year from his
- rifing. ¢ In Egypt,” fays Plutarch (7},
“ that ftar was called Sothis, to which the
Greeks give the name of the dog-ftar,
and Sirius. The conftellations of Orion
and of the Dog, are confecrated to Horus
and to Ifis.” The aftronomer Theon(72 )/,
comes in fupport of this fentiment. * The
* Dog rifes towards eleven o’clock at night.
“ It is at this epocha that the Egyptian

.{i) Horapollo, Hieroglyphics, lib. 1.
(#) Damafcius, life of Ifidone.
(/) Treatife of Ifis and Ofiris.
(m) I’ha:nogncna of T'heon,

¢ year
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« year begins. This ftar and his riﬁng are
¢« confecrated to Ifis.” Porphyry (n) goes
farther. ¢ Aquarius,” fays he,  is not a¢
« Memphis, as at Rome, the commence-
« ment of the year, but Cancer. Near to
¢ this fign is Sothis, called by the Greeks,
« the dog. The Egyptians regard the
“ rifing of this ftar as the firft day of the
“ month, and as the inftant of the birth of
¢ the world.” 'We may join to thefe au=
thorities, that of Macrobius (¢): < Antiquity
#¢ affigns to the fun and to the moon, the
¢ liont and the crab, becaufe they were in
< thofe figns at the ereation of the world.”
We may believe that thefe laft words mark
the period when men, after numerous ob-
{ervations on the movement of the heavenly
bodies, formed from their difcoveries a
fyftem of doClrine, to which they gave the
name of aftronemy. They dated from this
epocha, the birth of the world. 1f this con-
jeCture be juft, it proves that the Egyptians
are the moft ancient aftronomers on earth,

{n) Porphyry, of the cave of the Nymphs,
}ﬂ_.&;acrpb. Dream of Scipio, lib. 1.

EP = for
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for it is to them that writers attribute thm
allegorical language:

The quotations I have laid beforc you,
Sir, demonftrate that Sothis did not repre-
fent Ifis, but was only confecrated to her.
The aftronomers formed two periods which
they called Sothic, becaufe they commenced
_ with the rifing of that ftar. In the former,
which eomprehended 1461 years, they con-
fidered principally the courfe of the fun, .
who after this long revolution returned to
the fame point of the heavens from whence
he fet out. In the latter, the duration of
which was twenty-five years, they paid at-
tention to the courfe of the fun, and of the
moon, 'They remarked that after this fpace
of time the new moons returned to the fame
days of the year, without being however in
the fame point of the zodiac. They made
ufe of this cycle, which comprehended
exaétly ‘309 lunar revolutions, to regulate
the feftivals; for they paid great attention
to the new ‘moons.

The following was the principal reafon
which led them to confecrate the dog-ftar
to Iis: they regarded this divinity,as ithe

You.IL Ff ‘ caufe



caufe of the inundation, and as they were
able on the rifing of Sothis to judge of the
degree to which the waters would rife, they
dedicated it to this ftar. Horapollo gives
us to underftand this indifputably (p):
¢« The rifing of the dog-ftar announces by
¢ certain figns, the events of the year.”
This paffage muft be underftood as relative
to the increafe of the Nile, the moft im-
portant phenomenon for Egypt. Accord-
ingly Diodorus Siculus/g) tells us, that
the Egyptians called Sothis, tbe flar which
“makes the waters increafe.

" Bochart and Kircher, who knew that a-.
mongft the Greeks, Sothis was called Cynos,
Dog, and amongft the Romans, Canicula,
have pretended that this word had the fame
meaning in Egyptian. But this is an error
that Jablontki/7) has refuted in a con-
vincing manner. He proves that this
name is derived from Sotb-ois, the beginning
of time. It is impofiible to give a more

(#) Horapollo, Hier. lib. 1.
(4) Diodorus Siculus, lib. 1.
() Pantheon /Egyptiacum, tome fecond.

proper
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proper defignation of a ftar, from whofe
rifing was dated the renewal of the civil
year, and in an allegorical manner the crea-

tion of the world.

I have the honour to be, &c.

Ffa LETTER



LETTER, LVIII,

OF BUBASTIS, A SYMBOLICAL DEITY OF
THE EGYPTIANS.

Great bonours paid to Bubaflis in Egypt. A
city diftinguifbed by her name. She was
reputed the patronefs of pregnant women,
and known to the Grecks and Romans by
the name of Diana and llithyia. This
Jymbolical deity reprefented the new moon.
Her feftival celebrated the third day of the

month, becaufe then ber increafe is vifible
ever all the world.

TO- Mrs L- Ma

Grand Cairo,
YO U know, Sir, that the Egyptians be-
ftowed different names on the fun, either to
‘charaerize his effes or his relations with re-
fpe& to theearth ; they followed the fame me-
thod refpeting the moon. Chzremon, a facred

writer |
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viriter-of Egypt, leaves no doubt on this
fubject. “ (s) Every thing which is pub-
¢ lithed of Ofiris and Ifis, all the facer-
“ dotal fables, allude only to. the phafes of
** the moon, and the courfe of the fun,”
Bubaftis was one of the principal attri-
butes of Ifis. Theology having perfonified
her, formed of her a divinity, in whofe
hofour a city of that name was built, as
defcribed by Herodotus (#), and where the
people collected from all parts of Egypt, at
a certain period of the year. A cat was the
{fymbol of this deity. The priefts fed it
with facred food, and when it died, they
embalmed its body, and carried it in pomp
to the tomb prepared for it. The ancients
have explained this worfhip varioully, all
of them in a manner by no means natural,
and which I fhall not relate, The Greeks
pretend that when Typhon declared war
againft the gods, APollb transformed him-
felf into a Vulture, Mercury into an Ibis,
and Bubaftis into a Cat, and that the vene-

(s) See Porphyry, Epift. to Anebon.
(#) Herodotus, lib, 2.

Fia 3 ration
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ration of the people for the latter animal
took rife from that fable; but they aferibe
their own 1ideas to the Egyptians, who
thought very differently.  However that’
may be, the cat was greatly honoured in
Egypt, and a Roman foldier having im-
prudently killed one, was immediately put
to death by the populace.

Bubaftis, in the language of the priefts,
was deemed the daughter of Ifis, and even
reprefented her in certain circumftances.
It is for this reafon that the Greeks, who
honoured the moon by the name of Diana,
beftowed it alfo on this Egyptian divinity.
Bubaftis, fays Herodotus (% ), is called Diana
by the Greeks. The Egyptians attributed
to her the virtue of affifting pregnant wo-
men, as antiquity teftifies /x). Nichar-
chus fays alfo, in fpeaking of a lady who
had been happily delivered, without invok-
ing her, ¢ Thus has the office of Bubatftis
““ been rendered ufelefs. If all women,
“ were to produce children like Philenium,

() Herodotus, lib. 2,
(*) Antolog. lib. 1.

“ what
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“* what would become of the worﬂﬁp of
“ the Goddefs " ¢

The Greeks and Latins, *difciples of the
Egyptians, “ afcribed the fame power to
Diana; and Horace does not think it un-
worthy of his pen to addrefs the following
Strophe to her(y ) : :

Montium C‘z_zﬂa: remorumgue, Virgs,
Rua laborantes utero puellas
Zer vocata audis, adimifque lethe,

- Diva triformis :

The philofopher will feck for the origin
of this ancient worfhip in the laws impofed
by nature on women, and which in fome
meafure follow the lunar revolutions, The
nhatural philofophers, and the poets, buried
it under allegories, unintelligible to the
‘people,’

A perfect refemblance does not exift be-
tween the two deities I have been {peaking
of. ' The Greeks conftituted Diana Goddefs
of the Chace, and of the Forefts, an attri-
bute the Egyptians did not acknowledge in
Bubaftis, The former added, that fhe was

(r) Horace, Iib. 3, Ode 16,
‘ | Fig the
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the daughter of Jupiter and Latona, and
Bubaftis was produced by Ofiris and Ifis.
A barbarous cuftom was introduced at the
feftivals celebrated in honour of Bubaftis,
called by the Greeks alfo, Iithyia, or Lucz'na;
to mark her prefiding over childbed. The
Egyptians adored her under this name in the
city of Ilithyia, fituated near Latopolis ().
“ In this city, fays Plutarch (2), they
‘¢ burnt men alive, calling them Typhons,
“« as Manethon affures us. ‘Their afhes
¢« were thrown to the winds.” f¢ Amafis,
¢¢ continues Porphyry (4), who cites the
¢« fame faét, abolifhed thefe fanguinary fa-
¢ crifices, and eftablifhed figures of wax
* of the matural fize, for the human vic-
s¢ tims.” Herodotus(c), on the other hand,
warmly maintains that the Egyptians were
never guilty of this crime, ¢ How could

. (=) Strabe, lib. 17, makes mention of this city, the
ruins of which are not now to be feen.

(a) Treatife of Ifis and Ofiris.

(&) Porphyry, of Abftinence.

(¢) Herodotus, lib. 2. According to this hiftorian,

the Egyptians facrificed only fwine, calves, oxen, and
egte.

* a people,
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*¢ a people, exclaims he, who can f{carcel
‘¢ prevail on themfelves to facrifice a few
 animals, thed human blood upon the al-
“¢ tars of their Gods ?”

~ The teftimonies being very pofitive on one
fide and the other, the moft rational con-
jeGure is, that the paftoral Arabs who
fubjugated Egypt, long before the arrival of
the Ifraelites, brought with them that barba-
rous cuftom eftablithed amongﬁ them from
the moft remote antiquity (4). What gives
an air of probability to this opinion is, that
the Egyptians ceafed fhedding human blood
as foon as the Pharaoh Amafis had taken
Heliopolis from thefe ferocious conquerors,

(d) The Dumatenian Arabs annually flew an infant,
and buried it under the altar. They made ufe of its
carcafe as of a divine lmage, Porphyry, of Abflinence,
baok fecond. 1 could cite many other examples to prove
that the Arabs facrificed human yictims. Mahomet,
T-Vho forcibly reproaches them with this abominable cul-
tom, has abfolutely put an end to it zmongft them.  On
Turvcying the carth from one extrémity to the other, and
BA recurring to the origin of nations, one fees with
aftonifhment that there is not one in which fuperftition
has not offered up human facrifices to the gods,

and
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and had driven them to the frontlers of
Arabia.

1t remains for me, Sir, to refolve a quef-
tion which naturally arifes here. How
could Bubaftis be called the daughter of Ifis,
fince fhe alfo was a fymbol of the moon 2
The Egyptian theology eafily explains thefe
apparent contradictions.  Ifis was the ge-
neral appellation of the moon, Bubaftis a
particular attribute. ‘The fun, in conjunc-
tion with the ftar of the night, formed the
celeftial marriage of Ofiris and Ifis; the
crefcent which appears three days after, was
allegorically called their daughter. Itis in
this fenfe that the Hebrews called this fame
phanomenon, the birth of the moon, and tha.t
Horace fays,

Calo Supinas fi tuleris manus, -
Nafeente luni, Ruftica Phidyle, &c. &c.

Thefe obfervations inform us, why in the
city of Ilithyia, where Bubaftis was adored,
the third day of the lunar month was con-
fecrated by a particular worfhip/f). In

(¢) Horace, Ode 17.
(f) Eufebius, prep. Evangel. lib. 3, relases this fact.

fact,
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fa@, it is three days after the conjunion
~ that the moon, difengaged from the rays of
the fun, appears as a crefcent, and is vifible
to us. The Egyptians celebrated therefore
a folcmnity in honour of Bubaftis, which in
their tongue fignified New Moon (g)... The
crefcent with which her head was crowned,
exprefies palpably the intention of the priefts
In creating this fymbolical divinity.

1 have the honour to be, &c.

{£) Jablonfki, Pantheon ZEgyptiacum, tome fecond.

LETTER



LETTER LIX,

OF BUTIS, A SYMBOLICAL DEITY WHICH
REPRESENTS THE SUN.

This Goddefs, named by the Greeks Latona,
bad a famous temple in the city of Butis,
where the fanctuary confifted of an enormous
block of granite. Here fbe delivered ber
oracles. The Egyptians placed ber in a
moving-ﬁiénd ; and in this they were imi-
tated by the Greeks, This deity was the
Jymbol of the full meon 5 and as the dew is
at that time maft copious, they afcribed it to
ber influence, It was believed fhe bhad edu-
cated Horus, and f[aved bim from the am-
bufbes of Typhon, which ought to be under-
Spood inan allegorical fenfe.

To Mr. L. M.

B : Grand Cairo
THE Egyptians, Sir, revered alfo, under
the name of Butis, or Buto, an emblema-
tical divinity, who, in fome refpects, was
the fame with Ifis. They built in her ho-

4 nous
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nour the city of Butis on the branch of the
Nile, which running near to Sebennytus,
now called Samanout, difcharges itfelf
into the lake of Bourlos. = This. goddefs
was adored there in the magnificent
temple I have deferibed to you: from
Herodotus (), and the fan¢tuary of which,
compofed of a fingle block of granite of
fixty feet every way, is the largeft and the
heavieft ftone mentioned in the hiftory of
nations (7). The oracle of Butis became
very famous, and they flocked from all
parts of Egypt to confultit. The Greeks,
who derived their mythology from the fa-

~ {h) Letters on Egypt, Vol. L.

(7) The block which compofed this fanétuary had only
five fides, for the roof was formed of another ‘ftone.
Thefe fides were 60 feet fquare, and fix in thicknefs,
which gives 84,808 cubic fect. Now, this number mul-
tiplied by 184 pounds, which is the weight of a cubic
‘f°°t of granite, gives 15,604,672 pounds ; and, dedu&-
Ing from this calculation 604,672 pounds for the opening
of the door, the dimenfions of which are not given us by
the hiftorian, there will remain for the weight of that enor-
mous ftone 15,000,000 of pounds. This mafs greatly
furpafles any which have been moved on carth by human
Power,

cerdota]
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cerdotal fables, gave to this divinity the
name of Latona (). 'The Egyptians pre-
tended that fhe had nourifthed Horus ang
Bubatftis, and that the ifland on which her
temple was built, floated on the water,
‘The Greeks, imitating  their Preceptors,
faid that Latona, the mother of Apollo and
‘Diana (£), took refuge at Delés, which
floated with the waves. The refle&ion of
the Father of Hiftory(/), how an ifland
can be moveable, and {fwim, was no obfta~'
cle to them. They adopted the Egyptian
allegory, and  accommodated it to their
theology. The poets cloathed it in brilliant
colours, and the people who could not pe-
netrate the real meaning, offered up their
incenfe to chimeras.

Let us examine, Sir, what was the ob-
je&t of the priefts in publifhing it, for that
ought to be the object of our enquiries.
You know that they ftudied with attention

(I) Herodotus, lib. 2.

(#) You have feen that Apollo zmd Diana, worfhipped
in Greece, were the fame with Horus and Bubafis

{41) Herodotus, lib. 2.

all
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all the plenomena of nmature. Under a
climate, whofe temperature is much more
conftant than that of Europe, they purfued
its variations with more facility. ‘The ob-
fervations of many ages (7), preferved in the
facred archives, and depofited in the fanc-
tuaries, had taught them to forefee what
was to happen at each feafon of the year.
They had remarked, that during the new
moon the dews were lefs freqﬁent, and that
they became extremely abundant when it
was at the full. ‘They attributed to this
Planet a great influence over the atmof-
phere, the virtue of attrading the vapours
from the lakes and rivers, and of afterwards
diffufing them over the carth in impercepti-
ble drops. They made of the full moon,
therefore, a divinity, which they called Butis.
Conformably to their principles, they placed
her abode on the bank of a great lake, as if
{hﬁ might more eafily drench herfelf with
1ts waters. ‘This doérine, whether it has

() A people who had a period of 1461 years, muft
Ave obferved the heavens and all the phanomena of na-
ture for 4 great number of ages,

3 paffed
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‘pafled from Egypt into other parts of the

world, or whether natural philofopers haye
deemed it to be founded on real phenomenad,
has been adopted by feveral of the ancients
and moderns.

«
(14
(11
€c
(11
€<
L 11
£11
(19
(11
(14
[ 14

(13

¢¢ (m). The Stoics pretended that the fun
enflamed his rays with the waters of the
fea, and that the moon attradted to her-
felf the mild humidity of the lakes and
fountains. It is imagined, fays Pliny (o),
that the frefh waters are the aliment of
the moon, and that the fun is fed by
thofe of the fea.” ¢ When the moon is
full, fays Macrobius (p), the air either
diffolves itfelf into rain, or if the fky be
ferene, it diftils an abundantdew. This
is what has made the Lyric Poet, Alcman,
fay, that the dew was the daughter of
the air.” Amongft modern naturalifts,

Mr. Mile(g) has adopted this fentiment :

[ 14

On a fine day, and efpecially in the

(n) Plutarch.
(2) Plini. lib. 2. :
(p) Macrob. Satumal lib. 8.

(g) HlftcnreNatmeHc, tome fecond.

¢ {pring,
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* foring, a fubtle and cold vapour is at:
“ tracted by the moon into the middle re-

* gion of the air, Condenfed fhortly into
b imperceptible drops, it moiftens the earth
% with abundant dew, and furnithes plants
** with proper nourifhment.”

" Tdo not quote thefe authorities, Sir, as un-
queftionable facs: It cannot be denied that
the mioon has great influénce on the atrho-
fphere furrounding our globe; but I think it
would be difficult to prove that the is en-
dowed with the power of attracting towards
herfelf the cxhalations from the water.
This is the virtue of the fun, who dilating
the particles of the humid element, and
rendering them lighter than the ambient
air, forces them to rif¢ into the atmofphere,
until they are in equilibrio. But were the
ancients ignorant of this attracion? Do not
the paffages I have quoted tend to prove that
they were acquainted with this phznomenon,
and that they knew that it was more fenfible
when the two great bodies which enlighten
Us are in oppofition ? However that may be,
the Egyptians, placed under a burning fky,
Were hardly ever refrefhed by the falutary

Vei. II. Gg rainy



450 LETTER‘S‘

rains Wthh fall  in  other, climates, and
whofe country would be umnhabitable, did
not; the no&turnal dews (r) reftore life to vege,
tab1¢s, a]ttenuvcly obferved thc caufes which

ht produce them. Pe ercgiving that they
were more abundant during the full moon,

they created of it-a dwnuty, who prefided
over the dews. .

s It is_at the full moon cfpﬁcmlly, fays
Plutarch(:) that thc dew falls in_ thc greateﬁ:

quantity (7). . In Egypt, at. Bmls, and at
Babylon, adds Theoghraﬁus,where the rains

feldom rno;ﬁqn,ﬂthe garth, the dews furni(h
thc ahmcnt of ic p].ants. = Thxs s thc réa-

pr omucs thc Ifr’*&htes, who mhablted a cli-
mz;;e prﬂtty fimilar to. that of Eﬂ} pt> the
dcw of heaven, as a ﬁgnal favour, and an-
nounces thc Ic;u_&l Gf 1t as a Ch‘lf’clfcment

v T
. p.—
1 33 ehiad

’ (r) Thefe deéws.aréfo. cop.ous, efpcma.ly in fummer,
that the carth is dcenly -foakad with thcm, {o that in the
mormn"r one v.ould lmafr:ue that rain had ﬂdlen durmg
thenlght 2 faunvr 25 I3 oY

s Plutarch, Wb 3000 L T HODUSGI0 ©

R ) Theophraﬁ:us s ,Hiﬁery of: Plﬂﬂt%t hb 8

(t{} Gencﬁs, Qhap Exyil
aieT =y Tao

= .y r
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To have a more lively idea of the effect
of thefe promifes and threats, Jet us for'a
moment fuppofe the devouring fun of thefe
tountries tranfported to France, and let us
€xamine what. would -happen in that rich
Kingdom, if for one year-only the tky, be-=
ceme like iron, - poured down ncither rain
nor dew. - We fhould {oon fee the country
burnt up, every fource of fecundity exhauft-
¢d, and 21l animals perifh, :

. The Egyptians, .in; fhort, who were at=
"t‘m]tive obfervers, had divided () the time
from the crefcent to the full moon, into
three equal parts. .They called the firft pe-
riod an imperfedt gift and the third;
which comprehends “from the eleventh to
the fifteenth day, -was named  per excel=
lentiam, 24, perfect gift, becaufe the dews
then fall -in. abundance. - The mame of
Buis, under . which they bhonoured their;
{ymbolical deity, precifely marked the
Phenomencn -of which they believed it to
be the caufe, forit fignifies, ke flar which
Attracls humidity, or the motherof the dew( LS

(¥ Proclus, Tim. of Plato.

() Jablon(ki, Pantheon ZEgyptiacum, tome fecond

G g -2 YOU
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You will conceive, Sir, from the genjus
of the Priefts, that they concealed thefe
natural effe¢ts under allegories. This is the
fable they intended, and which Herodotus
has preferved (2). ¢ The Egyptians fay
¢ that Latona (Butis) whom they place in
the number of their eight great divinities,
dwelling in the city of Butis, where we
fee her oracle, received Horus as a de-
*¢ pofit from the hands of Ifis, and conceal-
““ ed him in a fleating ifland. She pre-
ferved him from the outrages of Typhon,
who, fearching after the fon of Ofiris,
repaired to this place ; for they pretend
¢ that Horus, or Apollo, and Bubaftis,
¢« whom we call Diana, were the children
s of Ofiris and Ifis”.

You know, Sir, the deftru&ive effetts of
the fouth wind which raifes whirlwinds of
burning duft, and fuffocates men and ani-
mals in the midft of the fands. One of its
moft pernicious effects, too, is totally to pre-
vent the dews from falling, and depriving
Egypt of thataliment fo neceflary to vege-

. (=) Herodotus, lib. 2.
table
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table life. 'This fcourge is the tyrant Ty-
phon, who feeks for the fon of Ofiris, to
put him to death. But Ifis has entrufted
him to the care of Butis, whofe habitation
is placed in the midft of waters; that is to
fay, that the fun, by attracting their exha-
lations, and the full moon, by exercifing
her influence on the atmofphere, put an end
to thofe evils produced by the Khamfin, and
reftoreto the earth thofe falutary dews which
give new life to nature. This I imagine is

the natura] interpretation of this facerdotal
fable, e

I have the honoffr to be, &c.
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Lalak 3ok Rk
‘THE NILE ADORED A§ ‘A GOD BY THE
ANCIENT EGYPTIANS.

Tbe Nile raifed to the rank of gods, ' A city

Lo uilt i bonour of him,  Histpriefls, fofti-
wals, and facrifices,, At firft he bore the

o wgeneral name of Jaro, which: fignifies a

L piver. - Wken the phanomeng of bis inun-
dation were obférved, be received the epither
of Neilon, zbat is, one who grows in a
Rated “time. 04t the winter filflice, they
nvited bim to a _feaft, which was - publicly
f,rfpczred “for “the pz:rpg/@ 5 and the people
believed, that without this ceremony be would
never overflow their fields,

To Mr. L, M,
Grand Cairo,
I Have reprefented the Nile to you, Sir, as
a river to which Egypt owes her fertility
and her riches; I am now going to paint
‘her to ysuias a divipity to whom fuperfti-
tion
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tion ere@ted altars. You may conceivaof
what impertance he is to'this'country, fince
without the' aid of his furtile _Wiﬁcnsg.'ii
would foon be convetted intoadefarts = Tig

Veneration of the: people was proportioned to

the wonderful advantages he procured them.
'They carried it'even to the moft fantafticex~
cefs/a). - Religion, fays Plutarch, afford to
none of the gods aniore folemn worfhip then

to the Nile. .- Nor have the Egyptians been

the only pepple who have:deified rivers(4 \

The ancient Greeks: and the Undians;.alfd

granted ‘themy divine -honours:> »But:the
priefts of Egypt furpafied>themvall by the
pomp of their ceremdnies.o«They feeméd-to
worfhip Ofiris and Ifis only from their con-
mection with this river, and from thcir de‘-
cided influence on its waters. s
They at firft called it jara( ¢y whu,h
fignifies river.c:Itlong retained that general
denomin‘ation, and we may conclude that

[
{1., . V) DR

(a) Tlmt:ﬁ. of Ifis an Oﬁns
(5) Maxime de Tyr, 2 -
() Genefis, ehap. 41, Thifname in- Coptlc f'gmﬁcs

- alf5, Riyer. Jablonfki, Panthmon Zgyptiacum, tome

f‘%‘CPt}d
X=s G 'g 4 when
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when Homer wrote, it had no other, as this
post and geographer calls it fimply the
river of Egypt. After they had obferved,
peihaps for ages, the phznomena of its in-
creafe, they beltowed on it ‘the epithet of
Neilon, which increafes at acertain perisd (d),
‘This characteriftic expreffion, adopted by all
the nations of the earth, obliterated the
ancient name. Hefiod is the firft author
who has employed it, from whence we may
conjeCture that this poet was pofterior ta
Homer,  Thetis, fays he, has produced
from the ocean, the great rivers the Nile,
the Alpheus, and the Eridanus, famous for
its deep whirlpools (e ). -

The Ethiopians and the Egyptians de-
{feribed it under different mmmes. Dionyfius
Periegetes (f) tells us this in thefe words:
#¢ The river which waters inits long wind-
“ ings the country of Ethiopia, is called

(d) This word comes from the Egyptian Nei Alei,
which enereafes at a certain period, -The Greeks have
made Neileon of it, and the Latinsy Nilus, - Jablonfki,
.Pantheon JEgyptiacum, tome fecond. -

~ (¢) Theogony of Hefiod.

( /) Dion, Perieget, Defcription of the umverfc

* S 1ris,
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* Siris, but the inftant he bathes with hig
% azure waters the walls of Syena, receives
¢« the name of Nile.” The rivulets, adds
Prifcian (g ), which form this great river,
rufh from the mountains fituated to the eaf}
of Lybia, The Ethiopians call it Sirzs,
and the hufbandmen of Syena, the Nie.
The people of Egypt thought they could
Mot make too ftriking a difplay of their
gratitude towards a river to whom they
owed in great meafure their exiftence. Ac-
cordingly the pompous denominations of/4 )/
father, of preferver of the country, and of
the terreftrial Ofiris, were lavithed on him,
"They declared that the gods were born upon
IﬁS=banks( 7); which muft be taken alle-
gorically. Nilopolis(4/) was founded in ho,
nour of him, and a fuperb temple was there
built to him. Herodotus (/) informs us

(z) Prifcian, Pliny, lib. 5. and Sqlinus confirms thefe
Authorities, :

(b) Treatife of Ifis and Ofiris,
{2) Diodorus Siculus, lib, 1, -
(%) The City of the Nile, See Stephen of Byzas;

tium,
(9) Herodotus, lib.g,

LN

that
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that in all thc"conﬁdcrabler cities, there were
priefts éonfecratcd to the Nile, whofk -'ptinL
cipal occupatxon it was to embalm ' ‘the
bodies- of fueh as were ki lled by crocodiles,
or who wére drowned i 'his waters. < In
#¢ a town of Egypt,” fays Palladius{nF,
“ was to be feen a temple remarkable ‘for
“ its grandeur, wherein was “a wooden
¢ ftatue ‘fardeus “for 'the adoration''of the
¢ Nile.” * ¢« The fecundity of ‘this ‘coun-
“ try,” adds Libanus (7 ), “¢ is a.gift of the
¢ Nile. - This god is invited by “facred
¢ ceremonies to aflift at the fplendid fef~
tival which is annua'llypreparcdfor *him,
that he may overflow the lands: If they
who prefide over divine things, fail to
obferve this folemnity at the appointed
time, he would ceafe to carry h1s fertlhty
¢ over the plains of Egypt.™ o vana
It is evident, Sir, that the pr1eﬂ;s abufing
the credulity of the yulgar,inftitated! this
fuperftitious worthip, the abfurdity of which
they knew, in ordér to eftablith themfelves

(14

K13
-“
(13

S S

(o) Paliehact 7
{n) Libarius, Ov. pro Templiss .
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‘ats the mediators thween heaven “and earth
and to be regarded as the & fpenfcrs S
“bundance. The enigmatical theology which
they compofed, and which they hid from the
people under the veil of hieroglyphics, was
wonderfully {ubfervient to their views, and
‘they employcd all the light of their under=
ftanding to render it rcfpe/’tdbl\. Thefe
‘hfervations may be appfnd to many m‘fu‘r
ﬂﬂz‘zam
“The grand feﬂ:wal of the Nile happened
at t}'n, furnmer {olftice, the time when the
inundation commenced.’ ¢ This folemnity,”
fays I_-Icliodoru‘s'(' o), “is the moft cele-
“‘ brated ‘of the country. ‘The Egyptians
~ grant divine hqnourg to their river,” and -
““‘revere him- as the firft of their-divinities.
“““They ‘declare” him to be ‘the rival of
““heavet, fince he waters the country withi-
““ out the'aid of clouds and rain.” ‘
~'A Nilometer was the {ymbol" of his en-
creafe. At the moment it commenced, the
priefts brought it forth from the temple of
Serapis, and carried it in pomp through the

(a ) Heliodorus, lib, 9.
1 ' _-A :_' ! '_ t()‘.‘.’n?
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towns and cities. This is the ftatue of
wood againft which Palladius declaims,
When the waters fubfide, they depofit it
in the fan¢tuary. Befides thefe emblems,
they had alfo {culptured on ftone, an image
of the inundation, confecrated to the god of
the Nile (£ ). Pliny {peaks of it as follows
in treating of the Bafaltes. ¢ The largeft
“ we know of, is that which is placed in
«“ the temple of Peace by the Emperor
¢¢ Velpafian. It reprefents the Nile with
«¢ fixteen children playing around him.
They reprefent the number of cubits to
¢ which his waters mount.”

Such, Sir, were the religious opinions of
the ancient Egyptians refpecting the Nile,
and the feftivals eftablithed by fuperftition
in his honour. They are not entirely ex-
tinét in our days. The pomp with which
the canal that cenveys the waters to Grand
Cairo is annually opened, ftill preferves
their memory.

L€

1 have the honour to be, &c.

(p) Pliny, lib. 26.

LETTER
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OF APIS, THE SACRED OX OF THE EGYP=
TIANS, ADORED BY THE PEOPLE.

Apis renowned over the world, Kings and
princes folemnly offered facrifices to bis god-
bead.  Defeription of bis diftinguifbing

_ marks, bis inauguration, the place where be
was kept, and the temple to which they re-
moved bim at his death. Feftrvals celebra-

~ ted at the birth of a new Apis. This alle-
gorical deity was created by the priefis to bé
the guardian of the folar year of 365 days,
the type of the cycle of 25 years, and the
Symbal of the inundation.

To Mr. L. M.,

Grand Cairo»
APIS became famous in Egypt, and re-
nown conveyed his name to the neighbour-
ing natjons. Pomponius Mela (7), and

{g) Pomponius Mela, lib, £
4 Zlian,
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Alian (r), and Lucian (s), who report the
teftimonies 'of the pneﬁs tell us that he
was generally’ worfhipped - thronghout the
country, and that his divinity was proved
by evident chara&ers(z). ~ Alekandet, after
conquering this kingdom, “did not difdain to
offer factifices to him." Titus (&), Adrian 48
and- Gern‘:amctls( y), went to vifit him, and
sendered - homage to him. Thefe “‘I’C.lt
Princes were-undoubtedly fully fenﬁblc of
the folly of this worfhip ; but curiofity led
them to become acquainted with the myf-
teries with which the priefts ‘encompafied
their God, and the defire -of acqulrmg the
love of the Efryptlans, induced them to ,oﬁ‘er
incenfe to their idol,

The wifeft and beft informed wnters on
the Egyptian religion, inform us, that Apis
was only a fymbolical deity. ¢ Amonglk

(r) Zlian, lib. 11.
“{s) Lucian.-
() Arrian’s Expedition of Alexander.
. () Suetonius’s Life of Titus.

(x) Spartian’s Life of Adria.

() Annal. Lib. 2,

s the



ON, EG¥PT 2
463

“ the animals confecrated to a}lqcnt rites;
¢ {a.ys Ammianus Marcellmus Lz) * Mncvm
 and Apxs are the moft celebrated the
s ﬁrﬂ is an emblem of the fun, -the fccond
« of “the moon.” Porphyryfa) tells us
p. Apvs bore the chara&eriftic ﬁgns of thc
two ftars ;. and Macrobius (4), who con-
firms this 0p1mon, adds, that he, was equallx :
Confccrated to Lhem T A
You may. fupnofe, .Sn', that this Bull,  be-
come the object of. publm adoration, could
not be born like other animals; accordmgly
the priefts publithed that his origin was
celeftial.  An Apis is feldom. born, fays
* Pomponius Mela(¢). ~ He is. not pro-
“ duced by the ordmary laws of generation.
“ The Eoyptxans fay he owes This birth to
‘_‘ celeftial fire.”. Plutarch (¢) explains this
paflage: <« The priefts prctmd th.a.t the

k. b - BDGE

(z) Ammianus 1"./1.‘3[(:(3]}m'u'r llh 2%t 3
lb(a) Porp‘l)r), quot‘d by Eulebms Prep Ev:mgel.
1D, 'g'

() Macrob. Saturnat. . =

(<) Ponpomus Mela, Iib. 1.

~{4)"'T reatife of JIfs @nd Ofiris. ‘Herodotus, lib. 2,
fays the fame thing.

3 v C8 moon
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 moon diffufles a generative influence, and
« a5 foon as a cow who takes the bull js
¢ ftruck by it, fhe conceives an Apis. Ac-
« cordingly we difcover in him the figns of
¢ that ftar.” _
Such were the fables induftrioufly fpread
by thofe who prefided over the divine infti-
tutions. The vulgar, to whom this émble-
matical deity prefaged abundance, received
them eagerly, and implicitly believed them.
Pliny (¢) has deferibed the chara&ers which
diftinguifhed this facred Bull: ¢ A white
“ {pot, refembling a crefcent, on the right
¢ fide, and a lump under the tongue, were
¢ the diftinguithing marks of Apis.” When
a cow, therefore, which was thought to
be ftruck with the rays of the moon, pro-
duced a calf, the facred guides went to ex-
amine it, and if they found it conformable
to this defcription, they announced to the
people the birth of Apis, and fecundity.
"« Immediately, fays Zlian (f), they
“ built a temple to the new god, facing

(¢) Pliny; lib. 8. /Elian, lib. x1, confirm this de-
fcription.
~(f) fElian’s Treatif= on Animals; lib. 11,
; - “¢ the
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“ the rifing fun, according to the precepts
¢ of Mercury, where they nourifhed himy
¢ with miik for four months. This term
¢ expired, the priefts repajred in pomp to
¢ his habitation, and faluted him by the
“ name of Apis.” They then placed him
in a veffel magnificently decorated, covered
with rich tapeftry, and refplendent with
gold, and conducted him to Nilopolis,
finging hymns, and burning perfumes.
There they kept him for forty days(g).
During this fpace of time, women alone
had permiffion to fee him, and faluted him
in 2 manner which I fhall not relate, but
which is defcribed by refpectable authori-
ties, They were never after admitted into
his prefence for the remainder of his life.’
After the inauguration of the god in this
eity, he was conveyed to Memphis with the
fame retinue, followed by an innumera-
ble quantity of boats, fumptuoufly decked
out(4). There they completed the ceremo-

(¢) Diodorus Siculus, lib. x. Eufebius, prepar. Evane
gelic.Tib. 3, relates the fame fa&,
(b) Ammian Marcellinus.

Vor. II, Hh pics
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nies of his inauguration, and he became
facred to all the world (7). Apis was fuperb-
ly lodged, and the place where he lay was
myftically called the bed. Strabo (£) hav-.
ing vifited his palace, thus defcribes. it
¢ The edifice where Apis is kept, is {ituated
= near the temple of Vulcan. He is fed
in a facred apartment, before which is a
large court. The houfe in which they
keep the cow that produced him, occupies
““ one of its fides. Sometimes, to fatisfy
« the curiofity of ftrangers, they make him
goout into this court. One may fee him
at all times through a window ; but the
priefts produce him alfo to public view.”
Once a year, fays Solinus, they prefent a
‘beifer to him, and the fame day they kill her.

A bull, born in fo marvellous a manner,
muft be pofiefled of fupernatural know-
ledge. Accordingly the priefts publithed,
that he predicted future events by geftures,
by motions, and other ways, which they con-
ftrued according to their fancy. < Apis,

ic
(13

(11

(11
(13

£c

(i) Pliny, 1ib. 8,
(#) Stabo, lib. 17. :
: “ fays
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féys Pliny [/ },' has two temples called
“ Beds, which ferve as an augury for the
¢ people. When they come to confult
¢ him, if he enters into a particular one, it
“ is a favourable prefage, and fatal if he
¢ pafles into the other. He gives anfwers
““ to individuals by taking food from their
“ hands. He refufed that offered him by
“ Germanicus, who died foon after.” It
would be unjyft to conclude, that this re-
{pectable writer gave credit to fuchauguries.
He relates the opinion of the Egyptians,
and contents himfelf with citing facts with~
out offering his judgment.

(m) Diogenes Laertius informs us, that,
during the ftay of the aftronomer Eudoxus,
in Egypt, Apis appeared to lick the edge of
his garment, and that the priefts predicted
his celebrity ; but that his career would be
of thort continuance. Several hiftorians
relate, that fome children who were playing
tound the facred Bull, feeling themfelves
fuddenly infpired, faw into futurity, and re

() P]iny, lib. 8.
() Diogenes Laertius, lib. 7.

Hh 2 vealed
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vealed events that were to happen. What
empire has fuperftition over . the minds of
men ! yet they boaft of their knowledge |

You have f{een, Sir, the inftallation of
Apis. His anniverfary was always cele-
brated for {even days(z). The people af~
fembled to offer facrifices to him, and, what
is extraordinary, oxen were immolated on
the occafion. This folemnity did not pafs
without prodigies. Ammianus Marcellinus,
who has collected the teftimonies of the
ancients, relates them in thefe words :
(?) ¢ During the feven days in which the
¢ priefts of Memphis celebrate the birth of
¢ Apis, thecrocodiles forget their natural
¢ ferocity, become gentle, and do no harm
¢ to any body.”

This Bull, however, fo honoured, muft
not exceed a myfterious term fixed for his
life. < Apis, fays Pliny(4), cannot live
‘¢ beyond a certain number of years. When

(») Nicetas.

{2) Herodorue, lib. 2, relates this faét.
(#) Ammianis Marccilin. ib. 22, to which may be

added the teftim ny of oolinus, who cites this fact.
(v} Phny, lb. 8.

* he
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* he has attained that period, they drown
“ him in the fountain of the priefts; for
¢ it is not permitted, adds Ammianus Mar-
¢« cellinus, to let him prolong his life beyond
¢ the period prefcribed for him by the facred
 books.” When this event happened, he
was embalmed, and privately let down into
“the fubterraneous places deftined for that
purpofe. In this circumftance; the priefts
announced that Apis had difappeared; but
when he died a natural death, before this
period arrived, they proclaimed his death,
and folemnly conveyed his body to the tem-
-ple of Serapis.

(7} ¢« At Memphis was an ancient tem-
ple of Serapis, which ftrangers were for-
bidden to approach, and where the priefts
themfelves only entered when Apis was
interred, It was then, fays Plutarch (v),
that they opened the gates called Letbes
and Cocythe (of oblivion and lamenta-
tion) which made a harth and piercing
“ found.”

‘(
(11
&
L1
L
€¢

<

(r Paufanias,
(s) Treatife of Ifisand Ofiris, Thefc were the gates
of Serapis,

Hh 3 Ammianus
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Ammianus Marcellinus, and Solinus, paing
with great energy the general defpair of the
Egyptians, who, with cries and lamenta-
tions, demanded another Apis from heaven;
and Lucian (#) reprefents this very plea-
fantly. “ When Apis dies, is there any
¢¢ one fo enamoured of his long hair as not
¢ immediately to cut it off, or to difplay on
¢ his bald head the fymptoms of his for-
“ row?”

It is of fome confequence, Sir, to know
the term prefcribed for the life of Apis,
fince that will point qut to us the object of
the priefts in creating this fymbolical divi-
nity. Platarch throws fome light on this
fubject (#). ¢ The number of five, multi~
¢ plicd by itfelf, gives the number of the
¢« letters of the Egyptian alphabet, and the
« age of Apis.,” His life therefore was
twenty-five years. Now you know  that
this number marked a period of the fun and
of the moon, and that this Bull was con«
fecrated to thefe two bodies. The follow-

{(¢) Lucian, of facrifices.
$#) Treatife of Ifis and Ofiris,

ing
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ing obfervation of Syncellius (¥) may @in
farther aid us: When he comes down to
the thirty-fecond Pharaoh, called Afeth, he
fays, ¢ Before Afeth, the folar year confifted

L€

€¢

(13

£c

but of 360 days. 'This Prince added five
to complete its courfe. In his reigna calf
was placed amongft the gods, and named
Apis.” The following paffage will fur-

nith us with an additional explanation (y /:

(11
€<
€c
<<
&€
£c
(14
g £c
£c
l €<
11

(21

It was cuftomary to inaugurate the Kings
of Egypt at Memphis, in the temple of
Apis. They were here firft initiated in
the myfteries, and were religioufly in-
vefted ; after which, they were permitted
to bear the yoke of God, through a
town, to a place called the fan&uary,
the entrance of which was prohibited
the profane. There they were obliged
to fvear that they would neither infert
months nor days in the year, and that
it thould remain compofed of 365 days,

{x) Chronography of Syncellius.
(y) Fabricius, Bibliothec. Latin.

Hh 4 “as



« as had been eftablithed by the an-
« cients.”

Thefz fa&s authorize us to believe, that
Apis was the tutelary divinity of the new
form given to the folar year, and of the
cycle of twenty-five years, difcovered at
the fame time. Nor can it be doubted that
he had a marked relation to the {welling
of the Nile, for it is teftified by a great
number of hiftorians. You know that
the new moon which followed the fummer
folftice, was the @ra of this phznomenon,
on which the eyes of every body were fixed.
Pliny {peaks as follows on this {ubject (a):
¢« Apis had on his right fide a white mark,
¢ reprefenting the crefcent : this mark, con-
¢ tinues Zlian (4), indicated the com-~
¢ mencement of the inundation,” Am-
mianus (¢} confirms thefe authorities, If
Apis poffefied the characteriftic figns which

. (a) Pliny, %b. 8,
(5} Alian’s Treatife on Animals, lib. 11.
(¢) Ammian Marcellin,

proved
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proved his divine origin, he promifed fer-
tility and abundance of the fruits of the
earth. It feems demonftrated therefore thag
this facred Bull, the guardian of the folar
year of 365 days, was alfo regarded as the
genius who prefided over the overflowing of
the river. ‘The priefls, by fixing the courfe
of his life to 25 years, and by making the
inftallation of a new Apis concur with the
renewal of the period, of which I have
been fpeaking, had probably percecived, as
the refult of long meteorological obferva-
tions, that this revolution always brought
about abundant feafons. Nothing was bet-
ter calculated to procure a favourable re-
ception of this emblematical deity from the
people, fince his birth was a prefage to
them of a happy inundation, and of all
the treafures of teeming nature.

The folemnity of his inauguration was
called dpparsiion, That which was
renewed every year towards the twelfth
or thirteenth of the month Payn, which
correfponds with the feventeenth or
tighteenth of June, was called #be dirth

of
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of Apis. It was a time of rejoicing,
which Alian defcribes in the following
manner (d): ¢ What feftivals! what fa-
¢« crifices take place in Egypt at the
<« commencement of the inundation! It
«is then that all the people celebrate
<« the birth of Apis. It would be tedi-
“ ous to defcribe the dances, the re-
“¢.joicings, the fhews, the banquets, to
which the Egyptians abandon them-
« {zlves on this occafion, and impoflible
“¢ to exprefs the intoxication of joy whiche
¢ breaks forth in all the towns of the
¢ kingdom.” ,
The name of this refpectable Bull may
ftill throw a frefh light on the obfervations
you have been reading. - Aps, in fa&, in
the Egyptian tongue, fignifies number (¢),
meafure. 'This epithet perfetly charac-
terizes an animal eftablithed as the guar-

dian of the folar year, the type of the

13

(d) ZElian’s Treatife on Animals.

. (e) Jablonfki, Pantheon Egyptiacum, tome fe-
cond.

cycle
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cycle of twenty-five years, and the pfe.
fage of a favourable inundation ( )-

I have the honour to be, &c.

(/) Monfieur Huet, Bifhop of ‘Avranche, has endea-
youred to prove that Apis was a {ymbolical image of the
Patriarch Jofeph, and has fupported his opinion with
all his erudition. Some authors, mifled by the authority:
of this learned maf, have adopted this fyftem, which I
have not thought proper ferioufly to combat, becaufe it
falls of itfelf. - Tt proves only to what point a prejudiced
man may abufe his knowledge, when his pen is not
guided by found reafon and the fpirit of impartial criti-
eifm,

LETTER
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LETTER LXIL

OF MNEVIS AND ONUPHIS, SACRED BULLS
OF ANCIENT EGYPT.

Mnevis and Onuphis confecrated to the fun.
The worfbip of the former rubrified in re-
mote antiquity, and the epoch of its com-
mencement is unknown. The latter, brought
up in the temple of Apollo, at Hermuntbis,
bad no degree of celebrity, if we may judge
by the filence of hifforians. Apis, deified
awith the wview of preferving the remem-
brance of ancient obfervations, became fa-
mous, and eclipfed the other two.

To Mr. L. M.

Grand Caire.
MNEVIS and Onvupnis were two bulls,
confecrated to the fun. The former was
the tutelary divinity of Heliopolis ; the lat-
ter, fed in the temple of Apollo, of Her-
munthis, now called Armant, had relation
to the increafe of the Nile.
' “ The
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¢« The city of Heliopolis, fays Strabo (2)s
“ built on an artificial eminence, poffeflesa
< temple of the fun. The bull Mnevis, is
“ fed there in a facred precinét. The He-
“ liopolitans regard him as a god.” The
ancients unite in affirming that this bull
was confecrated to the fun (/). Theepocha
of his confecration is loft in the obfcurity of
time. It is much more ancient than that
of Apis. Mr, de Vignoles () makes it
. mount as high as to Menes, the firlt of the
Pharaohs ; but this opinion, being unfup-
ported by the authority of hiftory, muft be
regarded as a conjecture. It was very pro-
bably, however, prior to the departure of
the Ifralites, who, accuftomed to the Egyp-
tian idolatry, moulded a golden calf in the
defart, to ferve them as a guide. 'The wor-
fhip of Mnevis gradually difappeared, when
Apis, who was confecrated to more impor-

(g) Strabo, lib. 17.

(%) Diodorus Siculus, lib, 1. Zlian’s Treatife on
Animals, lib. 11, and Porphyry cited by Eufebius, Preps
Evang, 1ib. 3.

(1) Chronologie de Vignoles, tome fecond.
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tant events, became the general deity of the
coantry. Accordingly Macrobius, (4) in-
forms us that Mnevis held only the fecond
rank amongft the facred Bulls. Ammianus
Marcellinus (/) adds, that they related no-
thing memorable of him.

Strabo (7) relates that Cambyfes, the
feourge of Egypt, overthrew the magnifi-
cent temple of Heliopolis. It is doubtlefs
from this era that we muft date the down-
fal of the worthip of Mnevis(z). Jab-
tonfki, who has interpreted his name, fays
that it fignified, dedicated to the fun. The
city of Hermuntis, which poflfefled a
nilometer, admitted alfo the worfhip of a
bull, called Onuphis (o), the Good Genius,
becaufe he was honoured as the {ymbol of
abundance. The prieﬁs' fed him in the
magnificent temple of Apollo, which I
have defcribed to you in my twelfth Letter.

(rf'j Macrob. Saturnal. lib. 1.
“ 1) Ammian. Marcellin. lib. 22.
-(m) Strabo, lib. 17.

(n) Jablonfki, tqme fecond. He dcnves it from Adnocin -
dedicated to the fun.

(¢) &lian’s Treatife of Animals, lib. 12.
: At
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At the bottom of one of its apartments are
ftill to be feen two marble bulls, furround=a
by women who fuckle their children.
Doubtlefs they celebrated in his honour the -
feftivals practifed on the birth of Apis.
But as this city was les confiderable than
Memphis, become the capital of the
kingdom, after the Kings of Thebes
had transferred thither the feat of empire,
Onuphis did not enjoy fo much cele-
brity as Apis. This is the reafon why
none of the ancients, except Strabo, Ma~
crobius, and /Elian, make any mention
of him. Such, Sir, were the bulls confe-
crated by the priefts, to preferve the me-
mory of their difcoveries, and which the
vulgar worfhipped as divinities.

You muft have remarked, Sir, that,
from the moft remote antiquity, the Egyp-
tians confecrated the ox or the bull, as the
fymbol of fecundity. The ancient Greeks
followed this example. In the end they
contented themfelves with painting the
horn of that animal, filled with ears of
corn, and fruits, to cxprefs this emblem,

and
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and the poets fang the Cornucopia in their
verfes. ‘Thus have the greateft part of
the ancient cuftoms been derived from

Egypt.
I have the honour to be, &c,

LETTER
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OF THE TERRESTRIAL SERAPIS, A SY M-
BOLICAL DEITY WHICH BORE A RELA-~
TION T@ THE NILE.

The terrefirial Serapis regarded by the Egyp-
tians as a deity that prefides over the in-
creafe of the waters. His emblem a Nilo-
meter of wood, divided into cubits., A Je-
tival celebrated in honour of him at the
commencement of the inundation. The Nilo-
meter named by the priefls Sari Api, the
pillar of menfuration,  Brought forth
JSrom bis fanétuary ar the beginning of the
inundation, and led back when it was on the
decline.  Such was the origin of this em-
blematical deity, to which the Greeks gave
the name of Serapis.

To Mr. L. M:
Grand Cairo.
THE Egyptians, Sir, acknowledae two
deities of the name of Serapis, one celef-

tial, of whom I have fpoken, the other ter-
or. 1l TR reftrial,
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reftrial, which fhall be the fubje& of this
letter. The former reprefented the fun of
autumn, the latter was conneéted with the
inundation (g ). “ The people of Egypt,”
fays Gregory of Nazianzen, ¢ meafure the
s¢ encreafe of the Nile by cubits.” < Some
¢ authors,” fays Secidas (), ¢ affert that
Serapis is the fame as Jupiter, others, that
he reprefents the Nile, becaufe he bears
on his head a buthel, and a cubit, fym-
«_ bols of the inundation.”

The writers from whom he has gathered
thefe opinions were all equally in the right.
The celeftial Serapis might be called Jupiter,
as an emblem of the fun, and that of whomI
{peak, was thought to prefide over the over~
flowing of the river; accordingly Ariftides,
the rhetorician (s ), calls him the god who
makes the waters fwell in fummer, and
calms the hurricanes: The ancient Chri-
ftian authors agree in this point with the
Gentiles. They attribute, fays Ruffin (7/,

{g) Gregory of Nazianzen, Or. 29.

{r) Suidas, en the word Serapis.

{s) The rhetorician Ariftides, Or. pro Serapis.
(+) Hiftoire de 'Eglife, lib. 2.



to Serapis, that virtue of the Nile which
procures riches and fertility = to Egypr.
Socrates(u ) confirms this fentiment: < The
¢ Egyptians award to Scrapls the glory of
¢ watering their fields.”

It may be proper te enquiré inte -the
origin of this deity. By following the rays
of light fcattered through the annals of hif=
tory, we fhall be able to tread upon his foot-
fteps, and arrive at his cradle. You know
that the Egyptians, attentive to every thing
which' could give them an infight into the
-progrefs of the inundation, had conftruéted
feveral Nilometers in different ‘parts of the
kingdom,  There was one in the Ifle of
‘Elephantines, at Hermuntis /x ), now called
Armant, at Memphis, ‘and even in'‘the
‘Lower Egypty at firft they contented them-
felves with building a hall on a level with
the bed of the river, and the height of the
‘Water was marked by lines traced out on the
Wwalls at ftated diftances. They afterwards
éreted in the middle of this bafon, which

(«) Socrates, Hiftory of the Church, lib. 1.
(x) Heliodorus, lib. 19. defcribes the Nilometer of
ermuntis.

Iia the
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the ancients called a well, a column divided
into cubits and digits, and which ferved

way of Nilometer. It was called Sari
“Api(y ) column of meafurement. This place
became facred, and the priefts, the depofi-

taries of all knowledge, had the exclufive

right of entering it. Their obfervations,

and their difcoveries, written in facerdotal
characters, ferved by way of guide to their
fucceffors. Enlightened by thefe meteoro-
logical tables, continued for -ages, and more
and more improved, they predicted from
this fan¢tuary the phznomena of the inun-
dation long before it reached 'its term.
Mafters of this important {cience, they an-
nounced to the people, either abundance or
fterility, and were looked upon as oracles.
In-order to give more authenticity to their
predictions, they declared that they received
them from Serapis, the divinity under whofe
protection they placed the column of mea-
furement. Aware. that the vulgar muft be

{7) Jablonfki, tome fecond, gives this explication of

thefe Egyptian words of which the Greeks have made
Serapis. . :

- gratified
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gratified with fenfible objeds, they com-
pofed a Nilometer of wood, which was the
emblem of Serapis, and to which they at-
tributed a divine virtue. The priefts car-
ried it about with folemnity on the feftivals
of Apis.

“ It-was the cuftom,” fays Ruffin(2),
“ to carry the meafure of the Nile into
“ the temple of Serapis, as to the author
¢ of the inundation. The Nilometer was
“ afterwards depofited sn the church to
¢ render homage.to the fovereign of the
* waters.” Zozomne (2) adds that this
change took place under the Emperor Con-
ftantine.  From that moment the cubit
with which they meafured the increafe of
the river, ceafed to be carried into the tem-
ples of the Gentiles, and it was placed in
the churches.  Julian (4), called the apof-
tate, reftored things to their former fituation ;
but the Emperor Theodofius, having over-
thrown the magnificent temples of Serapis

(z) Ruffin, Hiftoire de ’Eglife, livre fecand,
(a) Zozomene, Hiftoire de I’Eglife, livre premier.
(¢) Zozomene, Hiftoire de 'Eglife, livre 4.

Ti3 at
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at Alexandria, abolithed this fuperflitious
ceremony, Thefe and feveral other autho-
rities I could cite, if it were neceffary, prove
that the Egyptians at firft called the Nilo-
meter, Sercpis, the column for meafurement
that they beftowed the fame name on the
god under whofe protetian they placed it,
and to whom they attributed the power of
encreafing the waters; and laftly,‘that they
carried the fymbohcal image of it in
their folemnities, Thus did they abufe
their knowledge to keep the people in ido-
atry, and to render themielves refpectable in
their eyes.

- (¢) There is flill remaining an Alexan-
drian crown piece, on one face of which,
the Nile, uader the foarm of an old man, is
reprefented in a recumbent attitude, He
bears a bufhel on his head, holds in
onc hand the cornucopia, and in the other
a picce of papyrus with this ini'c_ri_ption:‘
To the Holy God Nile, . On the reverfe of
the medal, is 2 head of Serapis, covered
with a buthel, with this legend: T2 7be
Holy Gaod Serapis.

() P gnorius,_‘expﬁﬁt_ion de la table Ifiaque.

Z I fﬁall
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1 fhall not lay any ftrefs, Sir, like Jg;..
blonfki, on the fituation of the ancient tem-
ple of Serapis, as that queftion appears to
me a matter of indifference. I fhall only
obferve that this learned man, to whofe
knowledge I do homage, and whofe valua-
ble refearches have been fo ferviceable to me,
is deceived in placing that edifice in the Ifle
‘of Raouda, where we at prefent fee a Mekias,
the fole remains of the Nilometers of Egypt.
I could prefent you with a long differtation
on this fubje&, and combine with the tel
timonies of the ancients my own local
knowledge; but I thould be apprehenfive of
abufing your patience, My object was to
trace to the origin of the terreftrial Sera-
Pis, which I hope I have fulfilled.

I have the henour to be, &c.

1i4 LETTER
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OF ANUBIS, A SYMBOLICAL DEITY OF
THE EGYPTIANS.

Anubis bad in Egypt temples and priefls, and a
© city was built in honour of bim. His flatue
bore the head of a dog; and this c.mz';rmzl,rl

© Jrom being bis living image, was confecrated
{0 bim. This allegorical divinity, invented
by the aftronomers, reprefented the horizon.
 Hence be was regarded as the infeparable
" companion of Ofiris and Iris. Called in the
" facred language their illegitimate [fon, be-

~ caufé be is not luminous of bzmﬁ&" and ﬂmm
enly by borrowed lzy?n. »

4R M?

Grand Cairo.
Ax UBIS, who was regarded as the falth-
ful companion of Ofiris and of Ifis, reccwed
divine honours in Egypt. Temples and
pricf’cs were confecrated to him, and his
1magc was borne. in all religious ceremonies

rad - Luc1an
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Lucian puts thefe words into the mouth of
Socrates (4): Do you not fee'with what re<
fpeét the Egyptians adore the god Anubis?
They give to his ftatue an' emblematical
form, which is: the head of a dog'upon a
human ‘body (e). = Accordingly Virgil (£}
and Ovid call him the Barker Anubis. =~
- The ingenious Lucian, who diffufes fuch
a delightful vein of pleafantry over every
object that falls under his pen, and who in
his exquifite farcafms, {pares neither heroes
nor gods, introduces Momus on the ftage,
and makes him fpeak as follows: “ O thou
* whom Egypt reprefenteth with the head
“ of a dog! Who art thou? Speak:
“ Bince thou barkeft, how haft thou pre-
% fumed to fuffer thyfelf to be placed in the
¢ rank of the immortal gods?”

(%) Cynopolis, the prefent Minich, fituated

(d) Lucian, tome premier,
(e) Diodorus. Siculus, lib. 1. fays, The god Ca]IEd
Anubis is reprefented with the head of a dog.

(f) Virgil, Zneid, lib. §. Ovid, Metamorphofis,
lib. g,

(¢) Lucian, tome fecond.
(k) Cynopolis, the city of the Dog.
. in
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in the lower Thebais, was built in honour
of Anubis. The temple wherein he was
worthipped no longer fubfifts. The priefts
celebrated his feftivals there with' great
pomp, and confecrated the dog to him, as
his living reprefentation (7). ¢ Anubis,”
fays Strabo, *“ is the city of dogs, the capi-
< tal of the Cynopolitan prefecture. Thefe
* animals are fed there on facred aliments,
“¢ and religion has decreed them a worthip.”
An cvent however related by Plutarch,
brought them into confiderable difcredit
with the people. Cambyfes having flain
the god Apis, and thrown his body into
a field, all animals refpetted it except the
dogs, which alone ate of his fleth. This
impiety diminifthed the popular veneration.
for them.

Cynopolis was not the only city whlch
burned incenfe on the altars of Anubis.
He had chapels in almoft- all the temples,
which made Juvenal fay (£), So many cities

(#) Strabo, lib. 17. Stephen of Byzantium, adds, Cy-
mopolis is the city in Egypt where Anubis is adored.
(#) Juwenal, Sat. 13, v

venerate
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venerate the. dog ! — On folemnities, 3.5
image always accompanied thofe of Ifis and
Ofiris. . Rome having adopted the cere-
monies. of Egypt, the Emperor Commo-
dus (/), to celebrate the Ifiac feafts, thaved
his head,; and himfelf carried the god Anu-
bis. His ftatue was either of mafiive gold
or gilt, as well as the attributes that ac-
companied him. The ancients are agreed
in this point, and Lucian, who relates an
outrage committed by a Syrian {lave, con-
firms this fentiment, This {lave, fays he,
formed a connection with fome facrilegious
perfons. . They entered the fanétuary of
Anubis, robbed the god of twa vafes, and
2 caduceus of gold, with two cynocephati
of filver. Even the name of Anubis figni-
fies. gilded (m), It was myfterious, and the
Egyptian priefts, as we fhall fee, had not
given it without reafon,

(/) Lampridius, chap. g. Spartian quotes the fame
fa&.

: (m) Jablonfki, Pantheon AEgyptiacum, tome 3. Anu-
bis, fays he, comes from Nub, Gold, and Annub, gilts
The Greeks bave made Apubis of it.

Bu¢
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‘But what was the fignification” of this
emblematical deity? what is ‘the ‘natura]
meaning concealed under it? Plutarch ex-
plams this (#). ¢ The circle which touches

¢ and fcparates the two hemifpheres,. and
¢ which is the canfe of - this divifion, re-
*¢“ceiving the name of Horizen, is called
¢ Anubis. - He is reprefented under the
“ form of a dog, becaufe - that animal
¢¢ watches day and night.”  St. Clemens of
Alexandria, who was well informed in the
myftic theology of the Egyptians, favours
this explication. 'The two dogs, fays he (0),
(the two Anubis) are the fymbols of twa
hemifpheres, which environ the terreftrial
globe. He adds in another place : Others
pretend that thefc animals, the faithful
guardians of men, indicate the  tropics,
which guard the fan on the fouth and on thc
north, like porters. i

- If you adopt, Sir, the former of thefe in-
terpretations you will fee that the priefts,
regarding Anubis as the horizon, gilded his

(n) Treatife of Ifis and Ofiris.
(2) Clemens of Alexandria, ftroma 5.

ftatue,
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ftatue, to mark that this circle receivins the
firft rays of the fun, appears fparkling ‘with

- brightnefs on his rifing, and that at his fet-
ting, he reflets his laft rays upon-the earth;
They faid in their {acred fables, that Anubis
was the fon of Ofiris, but illegitimate. In
fa&k, he only gives to the earth a borrowed
light, and he never can be efteemed, like
Horus, as the father of the day, or as the
legitimate offspring of Ofiris. We may add,
that the vifible horizon turning with thc
fun, is his infeparable companion.

« In the latter of |thefe explications, where
Anubis reprefents the tropics, he is alfo the
faithful guardian of Ifis and Ofiris. I

fa@, the courfe of the fun and of the moon
is contained between the circles wherein the

_ folftices are performed. They neither de-
viate to-the right:nor left. « Thefe limits
afligned by the author of nature, might

therefore, in hleroglyphlc language, be repre-
fented by a divinity with the head of a dog,
who feemed to oppofe their paflage on the

{ide of the two poles. The other opinion,
nogwithftanding, feems to me more natural,

and
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and to be more analogous to the ideas of the
priefts. '

You fee, Sir, that thofe authors who have
amufed themfelves at the expence of the
Egyptians, have cither been infincere, or
did not comprehend their allegories. It is
reafonable to imagine that Anubis, at firft,
was only a fymbolical image, invented by
aftronomers, to give a fenfible expredion of
their difcoveries; that afterwards, the peol
ple, accuftomed to fee it in their temples,
which were the' depofitaries of {cience,
adored it as a deity ; and that the priefls
favoured: their ignoranece by conneéting it
with their religion. . The worfhip of ‘Anubis
introduced that of the dog, become his em-
blem. Almoft all the gods of the Gentiles
have otiginated in this manner. “Before the
invention of writing, men made ufeof imi<
tative figures to convey theirideas. This re-
prefentative language was at firft intelligi-
ble to every body. When characters were
difcovered adapted to tranfmit the thought
by founds, the people employed them, be-
caufe they were more eafy. The hieogo-
glyphics remained in the fanctuaries, and

the
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the priefts alone preferved the knowledge of
them. In the end, thefe allegorical figns
no longer reprefented the real meaning of
things to vulgar underftandings, but the
exterior forms and figures only, which be-
same the objeés of fuperitition.

I have the honour to be, &c.

LETTER
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LETTER. LXV,

OF TYPHON, A SYMBOLICAL DEITY OF
THE EGYPTIANS.

Typhon regarded as an evil genius.  The Cros
codtle and Hippopotamus confecrated to bim.
His flatue infulted, when the:calamities, of
which they believed him to be the caufe, did
not ceafe. This allegorical deity reprefented, in
the imagination of the pricfls, winter, and
the fatal effeits produced in Egypt by the
blowing of the fouth and fouth-eaft winds.
The facred fable on the fubject of Typhon
15 propagated into Phenicia, Greece, and
Italy. It is decorated with new allegories
by the matural philofophers and poets of
thofe countries, and accommodated to their
religion. Notwithflanding the vedls with
which they bave covered it, its origin is flill
perceptible.

To Mr. “E "M
Grand Cairo,

I HAVE already {poken to you, Sir, of

Typhon, becaufe his hiftory is connected

with that of "all the gods of Egypt. Iam

going
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Eoing to lay before you- the principal traits
of them. , Their combination will throw g
new light on the enigmatical theology of
this country. Hitherto you have feen ‘it
offer incenfe enly to beneficent deities, ador-
ing the fun, the moon, the Nile, and con-
decrating animals to them. Thefe a@s of
‘homage were dictated by gratitude. The
-worthip. of Typhon was the refult of anxi-
ety and fear. The beneficial gods received
thanki{givings and offerings. They ftrove
to appeafe this malignant genius by artifi-
ces; and when the calamities which were
unputed to him did not ceafe, they infulted
-his i image.

“The Egyptians, regarding Typhon as the
.evil principle, confecrated to him the cro-
codile (p ), the hyppopotamus, and the afs,
on account of his dufky colour. Thefe
anifals, which they imagined were agreea-
ble to him, were worthipped in feveral ci-
ties. They were fed in facred precinés, and
they imagined that thefe religious marks of
attention would calm the fury of Typhon,

(#) Treatife of Ifisand Ofiris, Herodotus, lib. 2.
Vor, II. Kk whofe
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whofe foul was thought to animate them (4.
The Egyptians, fays Plutarch, ftrove to ap-
pcafe this evil genius by facrifices. When

K13
g€
£c
€<
-£€
(13
{14
(11
€<
(14
€c

‘6c

this failed, they treated him as follows () 2

On certain feftivals they loaded him
with opprobrious terms, abufed him with
invectives, and ftruck his ftatue. If any
extraordinary heats happened which oc-
cafioned peftilential diforders, or other
calamities, the priefts, holding Typhon
in horror, conducted into fome gloomy
place one of the animals dedicated to him.
Firft, they tried to terrify him by me-
naces, - and, if the contagion did not
ceafe, they facrificed him to the public

vengeahce."
It is clear that the obje@ of thefe cere-

monies was to appeafe the alarms of the
people, and to raife their hopes. During
the time of practifing them, the mifchiefs

(g) Treatife of Ifis and Ofiris. Herodotus confirms
~this opinion : - The crocodile, fays he, dedicated to Ty-

phon, received worthip in certain. cities; becaufe the

Egyptians were perfuaded that his foul animated them.
lib. 2. -

(r) Plutarch in-the fame treatife.

refults
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tefulting from the fouthierly wind might
‘ceafe, and the nation, who concluded that
Typhon was neither appeafed by fierifices
nor intimidated by menaces and infults, af-
cribed the glory of it to the priefts.” '

Let us examine the natural meaning of
the word Typbon. Jablonfki[s) tel;ls us,
it is compofed of Theu, wind, and Phou,
pernicious (£). 'The teftimonies of the moft
ancient authors confirm this interpretation.
Hefifchius fays, “ They give to a violent
- “ wind, the air of which is fcorching, the
* name of Typhon.” Euftathius renders
the fame expreflion by that of (u) burning
wind, and Euripides employs it to exprefs a
whirl of burning wind (/s

The ancient Egyptians, to chara&terife

{s) Jablonfki; Pantheon gyptiacumy tome 3.

() Hefychius.

(«) Euftathius’s Tliad of Homer.

(x) Euripides, Pheniffes. The fame wind is called
by Job, chap. 27 (Latin verfion) burning wind; by the
Greeks, breath of fires by the Latins, Eurus; by the
Arabs, Sem, poifon; laftly, by the modern Egygtians,
Mer ifr, fouth wind, and more generally Kbam/in

Kk 2 % its
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its ‘violence, gave it the epithet of 4,7,
(v) Giant.

I have mentioned to you more than once,
in the courfe of thefe Letters, its deftructive
effects; but however forcible the expref-
fions I have made ufe of may feem, they fall
greatly fhort of the reality. Whole cara-
vans {uffocated in the defarts, whole tribes
of Arabs extinguithed .in one day, the fky
obfcured by a duft which burns the eyes,
deftroys the funétions of the breaft,” and
hides the face of the fun; fhowers of {fand
with which, the furface of all Egypt has
{fometimes been covered, the fandy hills, in
fhort, which rolled along from the depth of
the defarts, threaten to {wallow up every
living being; fuch is the calamity they
called zhe giant Typhon. 1 have read in the
hiftory of the Arabs(z), of a hurricane
from the fouth which lafted three days and
three nights, and Egypt was on the brink
of ruin.. Had it continued with the fame
violence, this beautiful kingdom would have

() Jablontki, Panth. HAgypt. tome 3.
() Elmacin, Hiftory of the Arabs.

- been
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been converted into a frightful flitude,
The Priefls, to exprefs-the fury of Typhon,
publifhed in their allegorical language, that

he was not born in the fame manner as Ofiris ©

and Horus ; but that, having burft open the
fide of his mother, he efcaped by that
opening (a). |
Herodotus (4) gives the following defcrlp- j
tion of two ftatues, which in his time were
placed in the temple of Vulcan, at Memphis. -
““ One which faces the north, and which is
“ called Summer, is adored by the Egyp-"
“ tians, and is encompafied with marks of
“ their refpect and gratitude ; the’ other.
“ turned towards the fouth, and called
“ Winter, meets with a very different fate.”
The latter is that which they fcourged on
certain 6c¢afions,  becaufe it reprefented’
Typhon “It-is"in th="month of February,
in fa&, that the foutherly wind begins to
be felt, ‘and to ‘caufe the misfortunes:
I' have mentioned. During the fummer,
the northerly winds prevail in their turn,

(@) Treatife of Ifis and Ofiris.
(¢) Herodotus, lib. 2.:

Kk 3 : = purify
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purify the aif, and: procure the happieft ef.
fefts for this country, The knowledge of

thefe circumftances will furnith us with the

means of giving a fatisfactory explanation

of the facred fable, circulated by the priefts,

on the fubject of Typhon; and of which I

have already, in part at leaft, delivered ta

you miy fentiments. Plutarch relates it at

length, It will be fufficient to cite fome
of the moft remarkable particulars of it,

(¢) Opiris, having mounted the throne of
Egypt, reigned there with glory, and be-
came celebrated for his beneficence and juf-
tice. He travélled over the univerfe to load
men with his bounties, = Typhon; his bro-
ther, did not dare {or fome time to under-
take any thing againft his intereft, becaufs
Tfis watched over the fafety of the king-
dom ; but when Ofiris returned from Ethi-
opia, Typhon lay in wait for him with 72
confpirators, attacked and f{lew him, en~
clofed hig body in a wooden coffin,and threw
it into the Nile. It-defcended into the Me= -
diterranean by the Tanitic branch, Ifis

{¢)- Treaitife of Iis and Ofiis,
found
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found it on. the coaft of Pheenicia, and-
brought it back to Egypt. But the-
ufurper perceiving it at night, whillt he
was chafing the wild boar, broke it, divided
the body into 14 parts, and difperfed the
feattered members over the country. Ifis
colle¢ted them all(4), and carefully pre-
ferved them, = Delivered from all his ene-
mies, Typhon exercifed his defpotic {way
over Egypt. To make fure of the crown,
he tried to kill Horus, fon of Ofiris, and in-
duftrioufly fought after him. But Latona,
who had concealed him, and who brought
him ‘up at Butis, evaded. his refearches.
This god became ftrong, declared war againft
the murderer of his father, vanquifhed him,
and delivered him over, loaded with irons,
to the care of his'mother. Ifis fet him at
liberty.  Horus, full of indignation, wrefted
from her her crown, fought freth battles
with the tyrant, and, after overthrowing him

(d) « Except the private parts, which being thrown
“into the river, were devoured by the Lepidote, the
* Phagre, and the Oxyrinchus.” Perhaps this circum-
ftance was added to denote the prodigious fecundity of
ﬂ.IOfc fithes which became facred.

Kk 4 a {fecond
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a fecond time,’ cnjoyed a glonous and: pea:ce,,
able reign. P T

A few fhort obfervations wﬂl {uflice ta;
explain this fable, which muft be already
partly underftood. Ofiris :is the generals
name of “the fun, who:diffufes his favours:
from oneend of the world to the otherp
and 'who peculiarly manifefts his power in
Egypt. ' His return from>¥Ethiopia imarks: -
the period when returning from the Tropic:
of Capricorn, he proceeds:towards the Equa-!
tor, ~and: pafies: through the winter fignsh
This is the feafon when the foutherly wind-
prevails. - ‘The feventy-two confpirators {e )},
indicate the numbet of days during which'it'
ufually blows. - This is-the epach of - ther

~re .

(¢) At this day, the time dirine which the foutherly”
wind prevailsis called Kbamfn, or fifty; but this num=]
ber, as well as that of feventy-tiwo, does not malll('its du=;
ration with preciiion, Itis fomctlmes of lonn'er, fome-
times of fhorter continuance. * “This" cpoch therefore,
could only be marked by a number ap')ro:lchmrr the truth,
and that of 72 appears to me the moftaccurate. ~T have
already apprizéd you that this phenomenon was not ¢on-*
tinued, for it would render Egypt uninhabitable, and that’
it feldomlafts three days {ucceffively.

" H.
.

Beatis.
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death of Qfiris and the triumph of Typhen.:
Horus, ‘brought up near the lake of Butis, .
denotes, in the opinion of the Egyptians, -
the {un, who attra&ts towards him the be=-
nignant vapours, to {hed them in dewsupon-
the earth. The ftrength he has acquired, -
and his -victory over.the tyrant, point out
hi.s'cntrancc-‘-imtoi the fummer figns, and the
northerly winds which-begin to repulfe the.
temipefts from the fouth. .. In fhort, Typhon,-
fet-at liberty. by Ifis, teaches us that this.
fcourge fometimes recurs even to the end of
the month of June, efpecially at the full,
moon ¢/} ; but.the fun having reached the
Tl’OplC of Cancer, the north wind refumes

A.Nl ' |

AP de ha:vc j'cen in Eg} pt mftanccs when this pheno-
menon has'become tremendous; for then the foutherly
wind drives back towards the north the clouds which are
to caufe” the overflowing of the river, and the country
i threatened  with flefility. ~ As this event frequently
happens during the full moon, the prieits faid that Horus,
chraged at Ifis for releafing Typhon, had wrefted her
Crown from her, and was obli; ged to fight new battles
with the tyrant, in which he was viGtorious; that is to
fay, that the moon being in conjunétion, and travelling in
the day with the fun, hnd loft her light, and that in [hlS
interval, the north wind refumed 1ts {uperiority.

its
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its empire, cools the air, puts an end to°
contagious maladies, drives the clouds to
wards the lofty fummits of the Abyflinian,
mountains, and fwells the Nile with the
rains which fall there in torrents. ‘This is:
the glorious reign of Horus.

The Greeks, the difciples of the Egyp-'
tians, greedily received thefeallegories, and,
by adapting them to their theogony, cloathed:
. them in foreign colours, and in frefh fables.
Some of them changed the namés of Ty-
phon into Typheus ; others left him his an<
cient denomination,

Hefiod (g ) painted him ‘with 2 hundred
dragons heads coming out of his fhoul-
ders. Pindar fays (), that he was buried
pnder Mount Atna, whence he launches
forth his fires.  Apollodorus (7 ), who lived”
140 years before Chrift, gives us the fol-
lowing defcription of him. * The enor--
#* mous giant Typhon, foaming with rage,
*and making horrid bellowings, launched

{g) Hefiod, Theogonia.
{h) Pindar, Ode firft. '
(7) Apallodorus, Bibliotheca, lib. 1.

* burning
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‘“ burning rocks towards heaven.. He vo-
¢« mited from his moutha torfent of flames,
“ The gods feeing him ready to fcale
¢ ‘Olympus, were terrified, took to flight,
““ and efcaped into Egypt. Their enemy
‘¢ purfuing them, they concealed them-
‘< felves under the form of animals; but
“ Jupiter, perceiving Typhoi at a dif-
‘ tance from him, ftruck him with light-
““ ning, and buried him under Mount
““ Atna/%). Hyginus adds, that fince that
‘“ time the mountain vomits forth flames.”
Next come the Romans. They ftill im-
proved upon their medels, and Ovid thus
fung the war of the giants (/):
" Emiffumque ima de fede Typhoea terra
Calitibus feciffe metum cunéofque dedifle
Terga fugz, donec feflos Egyptia tellus
Ceperit, & feptem difcretus in oftia Nilus.
Huc quoque terrigenam venifle T'yphoea narrat,
Et fe mentitis fuperos cclafle figuris:
Duxque gregis, dixit, fit Jupiter, unde recurvis
Nunc quoque formatus Libys eft cum cornibus
Ammon (m),

Delius

(#) Fables of Hyginus,
(/) Ovid Metam. lib. s, .
() 1tis unneceffary to tell you, Sir, how far the Latin

Poet here wanders from the truth, The ftatute of
Ammon

-
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Delius in corvo, proles Semeleia capro,
. Fele foror Phaebi, nivea Saturnia vacca,
Pifce Venus latuit, Cyllenius ibidis alis.

You fee, Sir, how the truth, in propor-
tion to its diftance from its firlt fource, and -
in pafling from one people to another, be- -
comes obfcure, and covers itfelf with fo
thick a veil, that it is hardly pofiible to dif-
cover it, and how the poets who employ
the fame allegories to adorn their verfes, fill -
them with words, with the true feafe of-
which they are totally unacquainted. It is
evident, however, that the Greeks and La-

tins, defirous of expl:umng the worthip the-_
Egyptians paid to different animals, pre- .
ended that the gods affumed their forms
to efcape from the purfuit of Typhon.
This error has been lately renewed by the
learned Aarbuartsn, ‘but it has obtained no
moré credit on that account. Neither He-
rodotus nor the ancient authors have writ~
ten any thing refembiing it. - Hyginus ()
aflerts the contrary. ¢ The Egyptians,

Ammon was reprefented with horns, becaufe that {ym-

bolical god denoted the fun when in the fignof the ram.
“An) Fables of Hyginus.

e g
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‘ fays he, allow no violence to be com-
<< mitted on animals, becaufe they regard
“ them as smages of the gods.” In fa&,
they confecrated fome animals to them,
either in acknowledgment of their bounty,
or in commemoration of important difcove-
ries, and they honoured them 25 living em-
blems of their divinities. :
The priefts related in a very different
manner the tragical end of Typhon, whom
they drowned in the waters of a peftiferous
lake. ¢ The lake Sirbon, fays Eufta-
“ thius (¢), is fituated 2t a fmall diftance
“ from Pelufium. They fay, that Typhon
“ was buried there.”  Accordingly the
Egyptians, as Plutarch tells us(), called
it the breath of Typhon. This lake, whofe
malignant vapours was very inj urious to the
health of the inhabitants of Pelufium, is no
longer to be found in Egypt. It muft, as
well as many others, have been choaked up
by the fand.

(¢) Euftathius’s Commentary on Dionyﬁus Perie-~
gCtCS-
(p) Treatife of 1fis Ofiris,

Ths
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The fable of Adonis appears to have beepi
copied from that of Ofiris, Let us hear
Macrobius (¢), who has unveiled with won-
derful fagacity the myfteries of the worfhip
of ancient nations. “ When we attentively
< confider the religion of the Affyrians, it is
¢ no longer doubtful that Adonis was the
¢ fun. Philofophers have given the name
« of Venus to the upper hemifphere, a part
of which we inhabit. Regarding the wild
boar as the fymbol of winter, becaufe
<« he loves wet, muddy, and frozen places,
¢ they feigned that this animal had flain
% Adonis. ‘The winter, which diminithes
¢ the light and heat of the ftar of the day,
¢ is the wound therefore of Adonis.” Itis
unneceffary for me to point eut to you, Sir,
in what particular this fable refembles
that of the Egyptians. In one and in
the other it is winter which defolates thefe
countries, and caufes the death of the
fun. This myfterious language is embel-
lithed by the painting of the Greeks, who

‘have fung in verfes breathing grace, fen-

R

(11

)

(¢) Macrob, Saturnal. lib. 1.

3 timent,
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timent, and nature, the tears of Venus for
her lover*.  You have remarked how an,
allegory, under the veil of which the phza-
nomena of nature were alluded to, was me=
tamorphofed, fo to fpeak, in pafling from
‘Egypt into Pheenicia and Greece, and even
to Rome; but by colletting with difcern-
ment the teftimonies of the ancients, we
recover it pretty nearly as it was at ﬁrﬁ in-
vented.

I have the honour to be, &c.

* See an account of the mourning of Venus for her
lover, in Bion’s Ode, the Euterpe of Herodotus, and in
Plutarch de Ifide & Ofiride, when he was fuppofed to
Jbe flain in hunting amongft the monflers of the Zodiac,
- onapproaching too near Arctos, the North—the Frozen
Bear. But Adonis was unqueftionably an emblem of
the fun among{{* the Affyrians, the Pheenicians, and
Egyptians, in the language of the two firft of which coun-
tries, Adon fignified Dominus, and Adsni, Dominus meus.

Blackwell’s Letters on Mythology.
[ Tranflater. ]

LETTER
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b T T EaR. EXVI, -
OF NEPHTHYS, A SYMBOLICAL DEITY 01‘.‘

THE EGYPTIANS.

Nephthys was, in the facred language, the bar-
~ren fpoufe of Typhon.  Not prolific till
Ofiris bad commerce with bher.  This word,
in its natural Jignification, denoted the e f mq’/
plains which fland between- the Nile and the
Red Sea, and are greatly expofed to the
fouth~eaft wind. When in years of an ex-
traordinary inundation the river flretched
2o thofe parts, the phanomenon was imputed
to the adultery of Ofiris with Nephthys. By
Thuen or Afo, Queen of Bthispia, reputed
the concubine of ‘Typban was denoted the
Jouth wind, which, uniting with that of the
eaft, formed the fouth-eaft, @ wind extremely
formidable to the Egyptians, on account of

its feorching breath, and the torrents of _/Emd
- which it rolls upaﬂ the country.

To., Mr. L. M.
Grand Cairo.

THE Egyptian priefts, Sir, continuing
their allegory, gave T'yphon a {poufe called
' Nepbitrys
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Nophthys (r), the fifter and the rival of Ifis.
She was ftrack with a perpetual fterility,
and only became fruitful, when Ofiris, de-
ceived by appearances, had commerce, with
her. 'The crown of Lotus, which decorated
the head of the god, and which he forgot
in the apartments of Nephthys, expofed his
crime. Such was the fable on the fubject
of the {poufe of Typhon, and which I fhall
ehdeavour to explain.

You recollec, Sir, that the Nile fome-
times received the name of Ofiris, and that
Ifis, in certain circumftances, denoted the
plains: he overflowed. Accordingly this
goddefs was regarded as his legitimate fpoufe,
- and the inundation, in the facerdotal lan-

guage, was called their marriage. When
the river; inyears of extraordinary increafe,
rofe higher than the hills which bound its
courfe on the eaft, and flowed into the de-
farte, it carried fecundity with it even thither,
and the fands were covered with verdureand
with plants, the moft remarkablé of which
was the Lotus. Here is the crown which

(r) Treatife of Ifis and Ofiris.
Vor, II, LA difcovered
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difcovered the adultery of Ofiris. ¢ T}
«« Epyptians,” fays Plutarch(s),  befigy
« on the confines of their kingdom, whicl,
« {lretch towards the {ea, the name of Ncph..
¢ thys; bhe adds: When the Nile fpreads
«« itfelf over this part of the country, they
call this overflowing, the commerce of
Ofiris with Nephthys, a commerce an-
nounced by the Lotus which grows a-
¢ mongft the fands.”

The characeriftic expreflion of Nephzby:,
which fignifies (¢) country expsfed to winds,
explains the natural fenfe concealed by the
pricfts under the emblem of the fable. All
that part of Egypt, in fac, which extends
from the Red Sea to the Nile, from Sienna
to the Mediterranean, being unprotected by
lofty mountains, is greatly expofed to the
winds from the fouth-eaft. It was allego-
rically, ftiled therefore, the barren fpoufe of
Typhon, becaufe he there roves at liberty,

¢
(13

[13

(5) Plutarch, in the fame treatife.

() 1t is compofed of the Egyptian words, Neph Theu,

country expafed to the winds.  Jablonfki, Pantheon AEgyp-
tiacum, tome 3. -

2 and



and rolls over the fields of Egypt, the finds
of thefe vaft Tolitudes. - R e

This malignant genius-had alfo a concu-
bine, not lefs dangerous, called Thueri or
Afo, Queen of Ethiopiafz/). When Ofiris
returned from his travels, Typhon, as T have
already rclated, prepared an ambuth for
him, aided by feventy-two confpirators, and
by Queen Afo(x). Plutarch, profoundly
verfed in the Egyptian theology, gives this
- explanation of that paffage: “ Queen Afo,
“ who affifted Typhon, denotes the fouth
“ wind which comes from Ethiopia. If
“ he repulfes the northerly winds which
* convey the clouds towards that burning
* country; if he prevents the rains from
* falling, ‘which produce the fwelling of
“ the Nile, then Typhon, vi&orious, de-
* ftroys the plains with his fiery breath.”

() Thueri comes from Thurss, fouth wind. A, in the
ancient dialet of the Thebais, fignifies Ethiopia. Thus
the Queen Afa denoted the wind which ufually prevails in
Ethiopia, that is to fay, the fouth wind, Jablonfki,
tome 3,

(¥) Plutarch, Treatife of Ifis and Ofiris.

fd s Such
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Such was the allegory circulated by the
priefts, on the fubject of the {poufe and con-,
cubine of Typhon. The former reprafenteq
the fandy defarts, which feem zbandoned
to the winds from the fouth-caft ; the latter,
the foutherly ftorms. When thefe two
winds combined (#)> it was Typhon who
came, accompanied by Nephthys and Afo, to
dethrone Ofiris, and fpread defolation over
the rich valley watered by the Nile. We
perceive that. thefe allegorical perfonages
have been invented by the firft men, who
ftood in need of fenfible images, to make
themfelves underftood. . Homer, the poet
who approaches the neareft to that antiqui-
ty, frequently exprefles himfelf like the
priefts of Thebes and Memphis. At this
day Typhon, Nephthys, and Afo, are un-

(y) When the fouth wind, and that of the eaft blow at
the fame time, they form the fouth-caft wind; this ispre-
cifely what the Egyptians moft dreaded, becaufe it is the
moft fiery, and rolls along with it a greater quantity of
fand. As foon as it begins to blow, the thermometer
mounts to above thirty-three degrees, and if it continues
fome days, it exceeds thirty-fix,

known
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known in Egypt, but the fame winds,
known there under the general denomina-
tion of Kbamfin, continue to caufe the fame
ravages, and to defolate this delicious coun-

try,

I have the honour to be, &c.

Ll 2 LETTER
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OF CANOBUS, A PRETENDED DEITY OF
THE EGYPTIANS. '

Conobus, named by the writers of the Lower
Empire Canopus, was the pilot of Menelaus.
He died on the coaft of Egypt, and they
ereled to bim a tomb. This place, called in
the Egyptian language Cahi noub, #he
golden land. A city and temples were
built bhere.  The Greeks, mifled by this ap-

pellation, fpread a report that they bhad been -

crected in honour of the [lranger ;. but this
was a mifiake. Ruffin relates a long fable,
by which be affells to prove, that the deity
awhich they worfbipped in the temple of Cano-
bus was a pitcher : but this was only an
offering made to the god of the Nile, the
water of which it ferved to purify.

To Mr. L. M.

Grand Cairo.
CANOBUS, Sir, became famous under
the empire of the Ptolemies. © It 1s of im-
T 58 portance

s c gosinitisitisetin
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portance therefore to inquire into his origin,
the motives that induced fome hiftorians to.
deify him, and what he really fignified in
the opinion of the Egyptians. Several of
the writers of Greece and Italy, building on
the teftimony of Homer and Hecateus,
make Menelaus land in Egypt, and fay that
Canobus, his pilot, dying of the bite of a
viper, that hero eretted a tomb to his me-
mory\on the fide of the beach. This bril-
lant fa@, fupported by grave authorities,
cannot be called in queftion. They add,
that a city was afterwards built on this fpot,
called Canobus (z), in honour of the ftran-
ger. Dionyfius Periegetes (¢) improving on
their reports, exprefies himfelf in thefe
terms: ¢ In the moft northerly gulph of
“ Egypt, we fee the famous temple of the
¢ Spartan Canobus,”

It would be wery remarkable for the
Egyptians, who from the formal teftimony
of Genefis(4), had an utter averfion - for

(z) I have hitherto called it Canopus in conformity
with the modern ufage, but the real name is Canobus,
(@) Dion. Periegetes.
(6) Genefis, chap. 43.
3 5 ftrangers,
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{trangers, to have clevated to the rank of god~

head a Grecian pilot, whilft we know that
they never awarded divine honours to any
mortal, Herodotus, who lived for fome
years with" the priefts of Heliopolis -and
Memphis, learnt from their ‘mouth, that
Menelaus, after receiving Helen from the
hands of King Proteus, repaid this fervice
by eutrages, and pillaged ;hc coaft  Lefore
“he fet fail (¢ ). Befides this, he makes no
mention of Cancbus. ' Is 1t credible that
{uch ingratitude fhould have been rewarded
by the apothr:ons of his pilot, even fuppofing
that the religion and the manners of the Egyp-
tians were not direGtly repugnant to it? Let
us give no credit therefore to the improba-
ble affertion of Dionyfius Periegetes, the
only writer among the Gentiles who has
decreed the honours of a temple to the
Lacedamonian pilot.

* {¢) The teftimony of Herodotus cannot be invalidated,
who, a Greek by birth, never would have invented a falfe-
kood to throw difcredit on his nation, in whofe prefence

ke read his hiftory,  This muft have been a well known
fa& in his time, and the love of truth alone could have
made him fpeak of it.

Ammianus

b bk it skt 0421 4 £ 1414 RbSARS N B4




ON* EG Y P T 521

(d) Ammianus Marcellinus tells us, that'
the city of Canobus poflefied feveral temples,’
The moft celebrated was that of Serapis;
the moft ancient built in one of the fuburbs,
was in honour of Hercules (¢). = Thefe are
the only ones mentioned- by antiquity.-
Strabo (/) defcribes the temple of Serapis,
which the Ptolemies deécorated with a truly
royal magnificence. They made an addi-
tion to it of feveral buildings, in which they-
formed an academy where the Belles Lettres
were taught, and above all, the myfteries of
the religion, and ancient language of Egypt.
A great number of learned men flourithed
there, and Ptolemy, the aftronomer, rendered:
it very famous. ¢ He paffed,” fays Olym-
piodorus (g ), * forty years in the wings of
*¢ the temple of Canobus, during which he

(d) Ammianus Marcellinus, lib. 22,

() Herodotus, Iib, 2. This town built before Canobus,
was called Heraclea, the city of Hercules.

(f) Strabo, lib. 17. See letter 3 of the firft volume of
Letters on Egypt, where I have defcribed from: Straba, the’
ceremonies practifed in this temple, and the prodigious
increafe of people who repaired thither from Alexandria
and all parts of Egypt,

(¢) Commentaries of Olympiodorus. -
¢ dedicated
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¢ dedicated himfElf to the ftudy of affrq-
«« pomy. His fyftem and difcoveries were
«s engraven there on the columns.”  Serapis
was its tutelar deity, and his worfhip, en-
eouraged by the Ptolemies, propagated itfelf
into. Greece('h). "Paufanias, in travelling
through that charming country, faw in the
citadel of Corinth, a temple dedicated to
Serapis the Canobite. The fciences as well
as the Pythagorean and Platonic philofophy,
were for ages cultivated at Canobus. But
the Emperor Theodofius, having deftroyed
her colleges and her temples, a part of hu-
man knowledge was buried under their
ruins, and the learned were difperfed.

. Ariftides, the rhetorician, withing to
know the origin of the name of Canobus,
queftioned an Egyptian prieft(7). = He gives
the following account of it. < I learnt
. from a prieft of diftinfion in his order,
« that this place was called Canobus, long
‘¢ before Menclaus landed there. He proved
¢ by invincible arguments. that this word

* (b) Paufanias, Cerinthian.
(i) Ariftides the rhetorician.

¢ could
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< could not be perfedly written in gold
¢ characters, and that it fignified Jand of
¢ gold. It is to be prefumed,” adds Arifti-
des, ¢ that the Egyptians are better ac=
¢ quainted with their own hiftory than'
¢ Homer and Hecatens.,” Mr. de la
" Croix (%) thus corroborates his teftimony :
the monuments we have now remaining of
the Coptic language, leave no room to
doubt the fidelity of this relation. Kaks,in
fack, a word which on account of its afpi-
ration cannot be written in Greek, fignifies
land, and noub, gold.

The Grecks knowing that the chief part
of the Egyptian cities bore the name of the
divinities they adored, and that Canobus had
his tomb in a place called Cabinoub, deceived
doubtlefs by the refemblance of thefe ex-
preflions, affirmed that this city was built in
honour of him; and Dionyfius Periegetes has
made them dedicate to him a temple. We
{ee how greatly he has ftrayed from the truth.
"The Chriftians of the firft ages of the church,
who were inclined to throw a ridicule on

() Differtation Philologique.
the
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the idolatry of the Gentiles, endeavoured to
eftablifh this error. ¢ Canobus,” fays Epi-
phanius (1), « and his {poufe  Eumenouth,
« were buried on the fea fhore, twelve
«¢ miles from Alexandria (m '), and honour-
45 ed with divine worthip,” He is the firft
author who hazarded this affertion. Ruffin
expatiates largely on the fubje®, and his
zeal leads him ftill farther aftray.

(n) ¢ How paint the crimes committed
¢ by fuperftition at Cancbus ? ‘There, under
« pretext of ftudying facerdotal literature,
- (the name given to the ancient language

of Egypt) magic was almoft publicly
« profeffed, This place, which may be
¢ termed the fource of demons, became
«¢ more . celebrated amongft the Pagans,
¢« than Alexandria itfelf. Tt will not be
« improper to unfold the origin of thefe
"« monftrous errors. It is faid, that the
Chaldeans, tranfpoiting the fire, which

(13

€

(7} Epiphan. tome fecond.

() ‘This is the exaét diftance from Alexandria te,
Abouker, formerly Canobus.

(n) Rutfin, Hiftoire de I'Eglife, livre fccon:d.

5018 ¢ was



111
€<
(1]
(11
€<
€<
(13
(13
£c
113
£<
(23
<<
€<
4l
€<
€
(13
<
(41
€<
(11
€
£c

(13

O Wi FESG SY Sb W e
was. their god, into’ all the provinces,
offered to let him combat thofe: of
other nations, on -condition that if he
remained ~conqueror, they fhould adore
him.. The priefts of Canobus accepted
the challenge, and devifed this ftratagem.
They fabricate in Egypt pitchers of an
extremely porous earth, through which
the water filtrates and is purified. Ie
took -one of them, ftopped up the pores
with wax, and painting it of various co-
lours, filled it with water, and made it’his
god.  He covered it with the head of-an.
ancient ftatue, faid to be that of the pilot

- of Menelaus. The Chaldeans prefented

themfelves ; the conteft began; they
lighted fire around the vafe; the wax
melts ;- the water runs through the pores
and extinguifhes the fire. = The fraud of
the prieft gave the vicory to Canobus
over the Chaldean deity. From that
moment his image has been rcprcfentcd
with very thort feet, a narrow neck, and
the belly and back rounded like a pitcher.
It is under this form he is worfhipped s
the vanquifher of il the Gods.”

1do
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I do not kihow where Ruffin has met witls
this fable, for he does not cite his- auther;.
ties; but it is fo puerile; that it is unnecefs
fary to refute it. = Befides that, it formally
contradi€ts the worthip of the Egyptians,
who have never adored water.  If this pre-
tended conteft had any real foundation,
certainly  St. Clemens of Aléxandria; who
knew .the religion of Egypt much better
than the prieft of Aquileia, would net have
forgot it. 'This tale, however, will aid us
at leaft in difcovering fome truths. The
Egyptians have fabricated from the remoteft
antiquity, veffels of porous earth, which
ferve to filtrate water and to clarify it.
The Greeks called them Beaucalion, the
Arabs call them Bardak. 'This invention
was very interefting in a country where for
five months of the year the Nile brings
down a great quantity of fand, mud, and
infe@ts.  Before they drink its water, they

let it fubfide in great jars, into which they

throw powder of almonds bruifed, which
precipitates in a few hours the heterogeneous
particles. .But to make it more agreeable,
they c*cpofe it on their windows to the
¢ north

14t itd
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north wind, in Bardaks. It pengtrates
the pores, and as it is conftantly ftruck
by the refrefhing breath of the north
wind, it contradts a coolnefs which is deli-
cious in this burning climate. The poor
as well as the rich, drink ‘with a fort of
voluptuoufnefs, of the water which has
remained for fome days in thefe vafes. This
art therefore was a valuable difcovery for
Egypt. The ancient inhabitants who made
it, were fenfible of its importance. To
mark their gratitude for it to the god of the
Nile, they confecrated one of thefe pitchers
in the temple of Serapis at Canobus. = This
is the offering which Ruffin, aided by a
fable, ftrives to pafs for a divinity. Several
monuments concur in proving what I have
advanced. We fee on a crown piece ftruck
in the time of the Emperor Adrian, by the
inhabitants of Canobus, one of thefe vafes (2)
with a ferpent twifted round the mouth of
it. Now we know that this figure was the
emblem of Cueph, the good genius, and in &
more extenfive fenfe, the author of naturcs

(2) Cotelerii Monumenta, vol. 1.

Even
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Even the Canal -which came from the N'ife',
and difcharged itfelfinto the fea near Canobys,
was talled (p ) Agatho Daimon; the good gex
nius; doubtlefs, becaufe it touched upon a crty
where the people adored Serapis, and the
priefts the fupreme Being. It is natural o {up-
pole, therefore, that the earthen veflil dupOa
fited in his temple, was nothing elfz than 4
teftimony of homage done to his benifi-
- cence (7). - We find fimilar confecrations in
the greateft part of the Egyptian monaments.
The facrifice engraved on the rock near
Babain, and offered to Jupiter Ammon, or
the fun of the {pring feafon, prefents us
with feven pitchers of this kind, bearing the
three piles, on which repofe the lambs
that were offered in facrifice. The obe-
litks were {ymbols of the rays of the fun,

(p) Ptolemy’s Geography.

. (g) Amongft the rarities which Mr. Dombei, who
has travelled with glory for .nine years in fouth America,
has juft brought back to France with him, I have re-.
marked fome vafes taken from the tombs of the people of
Pcru, which greatly refemble thofe we find in the vaults
of Saccora ; and fome idols of gold, fimilar to thofe the
Arabs tear from  the mummies, which their avarice leads
them to pull to pieces.

o and
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and their thade ferved to mark his courfe,
whilt he was above the horizons . All thefe
facts teftify that the Egyptians were very
attentive in coniecrating to god the fruit of
their inventions. The name of Cabi Noub,
land of gold, beftowed on the country which
produced the clay, the beft adapted to the
compofition of thefe pitchers, for filtrating
the water, thews us that it was with reafon
the priefls offered one of them to the gods
in the very place where they were fabticated,
and perhaps even invented.

I have the honour to be, &c.

Vot i, M m LETTER
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B T ER X

@©F THOTH, A SYMBOLICAL DEITY oOp
THE EGYPTIANS,AND REGARDED AS A

CELEBRATED MAN BY THE GREATER
PART OF WRITERS.

Thoth was held to be an extraordinary man by
a great number of writers. To bim they
afcribed the invention of all arts, feiences,
and buman nflitutions ; and dignificd him
with the name of Trifmegiftus, or thrice
great. This alone might be [ufficient to
prove that the perfonage was allegorical.
Thoth, iz the Egyptian language, fignifies ¢
pillar ; and as it was ufual to engrave ap-
proved works upon pillars, they all received
the general appellation of Thoth. The
three Thoths or mercuries might denote the
infancy, the progrefs, and the perfection of |
buman knowledge.

‘To Mr.- L. M.
Grand Cairo,

AFTER offering you, Sir, fome notions
refpecting the principal divinities of Egypt,
it remains that I thould treat of T/%ath, that

fymbolical
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fymbolical divinity, or famous perfonage
who received the homage of antiquity, and
who was regarded as the inventor of almoft
the whole of human knowledge. Theages
in which his exiftence is placed, are {o very
remote, that it is almoft irnpoﬂiblé to throw
upon them any light, capable of clearing up
the obje@s which lie hid in the obfcurity of
time. Plato, who wrote upwards of two
thoufand years before us, and who was edu-
cated in the fchool of the priefts of Helio-
polis, did not himfelf know what judgment
to form of Thoth, already of too ancient a
date for him to difcover his origin (7).
““ Theuth, fays he, invented letters, diftin-
¢ guifhed the vowels from the confonants;
“¢ the mutes from liquids ; 2 difcovery which
¢ alone fhould make him be regarded as a
“ god, oras a divine mortal. Fame fays
“ thathe lived in Egypt.” In this ftate of
uncertainty the moft prudent meafure is
faithfully to report the paffages of the an-
clents, and to examine them with the {pirit
of impartial criticifm.

(7) Plato calls him Theutb.
Mm 2 Thath



532 L E T T L RS

- *Thath was differently named by different
nations. ¢ The Greeks, fays Philo, of
« Biblos (s), gave the name of Hermes, or
¢¢ Mercury, to Taaout, whom the Egyp-
¢ tians call Thoith, and the Alexandrians
“ Thoth.” ~ Hiftorians agree in attributing
¢to him the invention of almoft all the arts.
“ Thath, fays La&antius(#), remounts te
¢ the moft remote antiquity, and though
¢¢ aman; he poflefled all the fciences, which
¢ juftly obtained him the furname of
« Trifmegiflus, three times great.” He
created the different parts of difcourfe (%),
and firft gave names to many things.
He difcovered ‘numbers (¥) and meafures,
and reduced arithmetic to a fyftem ().
The Egyptians faid that he taught them
geometry, which was abfolutely neceffary
for them ; likewife aftronomy and aftrology

~ (s) A Pheenician Hiftory afcribed to3Sanchoniathon,
tranflated by Philo, of Biblos, and quoted by Eufebius in
is Preparation for the Gofpel, lib. 3.

(t) Ladtantius, lib. 1.

(#) Diodorus Siculus, Plato, and Eufebius, affirm that
he was the inventor of letters, and the firt who wrote
‘Books.

(=) Plato in Bhzdro.
¢ () Diedorus Siculus, lib. 1.

: they
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ﬂ:ey added, that being the firtt who ohferved;
the nature and’ harmony of founds, he com-
pofed the l*y'té._’ Clemens of Alexandria (=)
~ fpeaks of ‘the code of laws entrufted to the
care of the priefts, and Alian points it out
" under the denomination. of #be body of law
of Mercury (Thoth). The creation of
theology, the eftablithment of divine wor-
thip, ‘and the order of facrifices, were alfo
attributed to him (2); this do&trine was con~
tained in the books of Mercury, depofited
in the temples, and the priefts there found
every thing concerning religion. In fhort,
Diodorus Siculus tells us, the Egyptians af~
ferted that all the fciences, inflitutions, and
arts, were invented by 7%oth, or Mercury.
When we refle@® on the nature of the
human mind, which advances only ftep by
ftep from one truth to another, when view-
ing the annals of hiftory, we perceive but a
fmall number of creative geniufes, widely
difperfed, and at great intervals from each

(z) Clemens of Alexandria, lib. 6. Stroma. Ci-
ecro de Natura deorum, and Lactantius, lib. 1, fay that
he gave laws to the Egyptians,

(¢) Diodorus Siculus, lib. 1.

Mm 3 ether



other on the earth, making a few important
difcoveries ; when Plato, an -enlightened
judge, confidering Thoth fimply as the ay-.
thor of letters, and of writing, calls him
god, or a divine mortal, one is compelled to
believe that this perfonage, whom they en-
dow :with--univerfal {cience, never has ex-
ifted; but that the learned men of a na-
tion, verging on the origin of the human
race, publithed under his. name the various
knowledge they had. acquired for many
thoufand years., This fentiment, dictated
by reafor, isconfirmed by the authority of
{everal great men, Jamblichus(4) makes Aba-
mon (or Anebo) a prieft of Egypt, {peak thus:
<« Mercury, the god of eloquence, is with,
reafon regarded as the common divinity
% of priefts; for it isthe fame {pirit which
« prefides over the genuine {cience of reli-
¢ gion. - This is the reafon why our. an~
< céftors, on dedicating tohim their works,
"¢ the produce of their wifdom, graged
them with the name of Mercury.”

Here then we have the books of the

(19

L 11

{#) Jamblichus, Myft. Egypt.
Egyptiass,
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Egyptians, publithed under the name of
Thoth*. Galen, trained up to the fciences
in the academy of Alexandria, informs us of
the manner in which this was practifed :
<« All the difcoveries made in Egypt, fays
¢ he, muft be ftamped with the approba-
“'tion of the learned. When they were
“ engraved on the columns (¢) without the
“ names of the author, and depofited in
“ the fan&uary. Hence the prodigious
“ number of books afiribed to Mercury.
¥ The difciples of Pythagoras imitated this
“ example by putting the name of Pytha-
‘¢ goras at the head of their works.”

Thefe paffages evidently prove that Thozh
was not a man, but that they engraved the
works, approved by the colleges of priefts,
on columns (d) called Thoth, as we thall

* Sonchoniathon fays, Taaut, the inventor of lktters,
and firlt recorder amongft men, wrote that part of it re=
lating to the rife of things, in figns or Jacred ﬁ‘ﬂ}’f‘"’”‘
~—3OINIKON boroyia arage EYSEB,  [Tranflator.]

(¢) Galen, lib. 1. contra Julian.

(4) They are ufually called pillars of Thoth; but as
Galen knew that this Egyptian word fignified colummn, he
did not chufe to be guilty of a pleonafin,

M m 4  hereafter



hereafter fee; and that they went under his
general denomination. The fpirit by which
the learned faid they were infpired, and tq
which they afcribed their knowledge, was
Phthas the artit of nature, the fource of

all information. ¢ The Egyptians, fays

¢ Diogenes Laertius (¢), affirmed that
Vulcan () had taught them the prin-
ciples of: philofophy, - and - that . the
Pontiffs and the Prophets afiumed. to
themfelves the honour of being his
< priefts.”  Accordingly, in the Chronicle
of Scaliger, Vulcan is called #he Legiflator
o Egypt.

It is of importance to examine thefe
columns on which are engraven difcove-~
ries worthy of being tranfmitted to pofte-
rity. Mercury (Thoth) fays Manethon(g),
invented the myiterious columns, and or-
dained that the laws by which the ftars are
gqvcrgzgd in their motions {hould be written

(¢) Diagenes Laertius, Hiftory of Philofophers,
(/) Thefame as Phtha.
(g) Manethon, Lib. 5.

A on
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en “them. § Achilles Tatius (4)  corrobo-
rates this: ¢ The Egyptians ;are the firff
¢ who have meafured the heaven and the
¢ earth, and tranfmitted this knowledge to
“¢ their defcendants by engraving them on
¢ columns.” -% Proclus adds that re=~

- markable

§ Sonconiathon fays, “ Before this the god Taauthad,
“‘in imitation of heaven, exprefled the appearances
“ (afpeéts) of the gods Time and Dagon, and the other
* deities in the facred engravures of letters, To him
“ (Taavr, or LeTTERs) Time going afterwards te
“ the land of the fouth, gave all the kingdom of Egype
¢ to be hisroyal feat.” (The land of learning and pa-
vent of writing).  Blackftone remarks on the frag-
ment of Sanchoniathon he has given us, what a valuable
Writihg that work would have been entire, and free from
the interpolations of Philo and other commentators; and
how the fpecimen we have of him, fuch as it is, thews us
the irreparable lofs we have fuftained in the extintion of
the records kept by the priefts in the chief cities in
Egypt, and all over the caft ; but efpecially in the grand
temples of Memphis, Thebes, Babylon, and Tyre. Sancos
niathon fays, too, of Myfor, liberty, came Taaut letterse—
[ Tranflator. ] :

(k) Achilies Tatius, Commentator of Aratus.

* Sanchoniathon tells us, “ Then the God HEAVEN
made BarryrLias, having produced animated flones.”
Compare this with the Bible-= and he gave unto Mofes,

¢ when



markable actions(7), as well as interefﬁng
snventions, were alfo written on them,
Thefe ftones, which were remarkably hard,
compofed an immortal book, a fort of En-
cyclopedia, containing all the {ciences, all
the arts invented or improved for ages : it is
for this reafon the priefts undertook nothing
without previoufly confulting them (4).
Pythagoras and Plato who read them,
drew thence the foundation of their philo-
fophy, which made Theophilus, of An-
tioch, fay (/), < What ufe has it been
 to Pythagoras to have penetrated the
¢ fanctuaries of Egypt, and to have con-
¢ fulted the columns of Mercury (m2)?”
Sanchoniathon, the moft ancient hifterian
after Mofes, boafts of having derived his
knowledge from the monuments of the

& when he had made an end of communing with him
& upon Mount Sinai, two tables of teftimony, tables of
« ftone, written with the finger of God”  Exodus,
chap, xxxi. v. 18. [Tranflator.]

(i) Proclus, Timzus of Plato, lib. 1,

(#) Jamblichus, Egyptian Myfteries.

{7} Theophilus, lib. 3. 4

(m) Sanchoniathen cited by Eufebius, prep. Evangel,
#b. 3.

temples
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temples of Taaout, and from the myﬁgﬁo“
books ef the Ammonians.

The praétice of imprinting on marblc,
indeliable characters, . the difcoveries of
fcience, is almoft as ancient as the world,
We may conclude that ftone was the firlt
book ‘of man*. The: hiftorian - Jofephus
{peaks thus of it (#): ¢ The Patriarch Seth
“ knowing that Adam had foretold that
¢ severy thing on earth would perifh either
< by fire, or by a general deluge, and fear-
“ ing left phllofophy and aftronomy fthould
¢ be effaced from the memory of men, and
“ be buried in oblivion, engraved his know-
ledge on two column,, the one. of brick,
€ t.he other of ftone, that if the waters

oy B‘:ckwell fays, the word nawm, which the Jews are
prohlb:tcd to ered, does not ftrictly mean a flatue or
image, but what the Greeks called =THAH (Cippus,
Ff'itulus,) a pillar or columny may not this be the cuftom
# queftion, though differently applicd by Blackwell?
Perfons, initiated in the Eleufynian myfteries were Jin-
ftrufted out of the [ETPMA (two ftone tablets).  See
alfo, Deuteronomy, chap. xxvii. verch &c. &c.
Tranflators

() Jewifh Antiquities, book 1.
« {hould
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é fhould deftroy the former, the latter
might fubfift, and inftru&t the human
e pace i aftronomical difcoveries. ‘This
e column is ftill to be feen in the Siri-
e Jiac land.”

~ Let us now attend to Manethon, a cele-
brated hiftorian, and facred writer of Egypt,
who flourifhbed more than three centuries
before the Jewith author (0). He teftifies,
¢ that he derived his knowledge from the
« fleles placed in the Siridiac land, where
« Thoth, the firft Mercury, had engraved
« them in facred language, and in hiero-
¢ glyphic charatters, and that after the de-
¢« luge, the good Genius, fon to the fecond
¢ Mercury, tranflated them into the dialect
¢ made ufe of by the priefts, and wrote
¢ them in facerdotal letters.” Here, Sir,

[ 4

L3

are two men or two nations, who imprint
their difcoveries on marble. I fhall not
examine whether Sezb, as Jablonfki(p) pre-

(¢) Manethon in the book of Sothis, dedicated to
Prolemy Philadelphus.  See the chronography of Syn-
cellius. : ;

(p) Jablonfki, Panthéon Zgyptiacum, lib, 3. chap.
20,

tends,



tends, is the fame with 7475, and whethee
Jofephus, who was pofterior to Manethon,
was defirous of giving a Patriarch the ho-
nour of an invention, the glory of which the
Egyptians had long arrogated to them-
felves. This would be a refearch of pure
curiofity. 'The important matter would be
to afcertain from authentic monuments the
place where thefe columns were fituated,
and their exiftence. Both the hiftorians
call it the Siridiac land, but that was un-
known to the ancients as well as to the
moderns, which has led fome of the learn-
ed to imagine that inftead of Sirudiac, we
thould read Siringic, an expreflion which
denotes fubterrancous paffages. This idea
muft have arifen from the following paflage
of Ammianus Marcellinus(g): “ It is afficme
“ ed that the Egyptian priefts, verfed in all
“ the branches of religious knowledge, and
“ apprized of the approach of the dcluge,
“¢ were fearful left the divine worfhip thould
“ be effaced from the memory of man.
“ To preferve the remembrance of it, they

(7) Ammian Marcellinus, lib. 22+

3 '“ dug



e AL E I ST E B89

« dug invarious parts of the kingdem, futi
e terraneous and winding paflages; on the
c¢ walls of which they engraved their know.
« Jedge under different forms of animals
e« and birds, which they called hierogly-
« phics, and which are unintelligible to
¢¢ the Latins.” wilt,

It feems as if this writer had decided the
queftion, and that by the Siridiac land, we
are to underftand thefe fubterrantous paf-
fages in the rocks, in the environs of Thebes
and Memphis. In fa&, we find in thofe
immenfe labyrinths, formed under the plain
of Saccora, a great mumber of figures of
men, of birds, and various animals feulp-
tured on the walls. Near Thebes we meet
with fimilar hieroglyphics in the numerous-
caverns of the mountains. Amongft thefe
facred charatters, fome are’ painted, fome
engraved, fome cut in relief, divided into
compartments, or arranged in columns.: Are
not thefe the fan&uaries into which' the
priefts alone had the right of entering, and
where they committed to ftone, the different
epochas of hiftory, the inventions of the

fciences, and the prodigies of art? I know-

the

AAIES b

A Lt MR

P



O'N EG ¥ P T 23
the Scholiaft of Sophocles (r) pretends, thae
the fleles on which thefe remarkable events
were configned, were fquare ftones. Per~
haps they had that form in Greece; but the
obelifks, the columns, the walls of the
temples, and of the fubterraneous paflages
covered with innumerable hieroglyphics;
divided into compartments, were the fteles
of the Egyptians, according to the tefti-
mony of Sanchoniathon, Manethon, and
the moft ancient hiftorians. The monu-
ments defcribed by Ammianus Marcellinus
are ftill fubfifting. The travellc;- con-
templates them with a fterile admiration, as
the firft efforts of human genius to immor-
talize the fruit of its labours.

The teftimonies of the authors I have
cited, are not decifive enough to perfuade us
That thefe hieroglyphics are antecedent to
the deluge. The reading of the events they
contain could alone afcértain the truth or
falfchood of that affertion. That would
undoubtedly inform us, both of the era ig
which they were engraved, and the un-

(r) Scholiaft of Sophatles on Eleétra.
2 known
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known hiftory of the firft ages of the world,
But we may at leaft form a reafonable con-
jecture that thefe characters preceded wri-

ting, and that they are the moft ancient

monuments that have reached us.

It is proved then, that Theth, that fo
much boafted perfonage, never had any real
exiftence, but that the Egyptian priefts pub-
lithed their works under this general title,
after they had been honoured by the unani-
ious approbation of the colleges. Thein-
terpretation of this word, leaves no doubt
apon the fubjet. Jablonikis) has proved
that Thoth fignifies column. The Greeks

(+) Jablonfki, tome 3, fays, Thoth, Theuth, or Thoith,
gomes {rom the Egyptian Thouthi, column. Black~
well fays in his Letters on Mythology—*1 am inclined

« ¢o think that Taaxst is pure Egyptian for LETTERS, *

« from ~n T aau, fignum nota, fach as the Egyptian letters
« efpecially were: thence mmy Utfofh SIGNALITER A,
%« and with the n tranfpofed from the middle, or the

% Cptic article T° put before it Taast.” N. B, this’

is tranflated from the Pheenician by Blackwell, and has
neither been paraphrafed by Philo, nor traly deduced by
fubfequent commentators. See Blackweli’s Letters, p.
348, inthe notes, Tranjiator.

by

YT RTT TN
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by tranflating it by the word STHAH /¢ 2
have retained this meaning. As the learn-
ed of Egypt - were accuftomed to write
their books without putting their name to
" them, it-was natural that they thould bear-
that of the monuments by which they were,
to be tranfmitted to pofterity. It appears,
even that this honour was granted only to
fuch as made important difcoveries, fince
the approbation of all the academicians of
the country was neceflary  to. enjoy it.
When the Latins therefore, and perfons
who had buta fuperficial dequaintance with
the Egyptmn hiftory, fpeak of the columns
of Thoth, they are guilty of the fame pleo-
nafim as thofe geographers who call Atna
Mount Gibel (#). .Obferve, I requeft you,
that Sanchoniathon, Manethon, Galen, and”
the other writers who penetrated into the
myfteries of Egypt, and drew their infor-
mation from the genuine fources, do not
commit this fault, but only relate that

an |

() Stele fignifies alfo column.—=THAH (Cippus, Titu--

lus ) a pillar or column.  Blackwell. Tranflators
(#) Gibel is an Arabic word for mountain.
Vor. II, N n they



> T N o i B Y

they carved on culumns or fteles, the re-
markable events, and prodigies of ayt,
Thus when, according to Elian(x), the
priefls afferted that Sefofiris was taught the
Seiences by Thoth or Mercury, it fignified,
that on initiating him into the myfteries,
they had taught him to read the hiftory of
human knowledge imprefled in hieroglyphic
characters on the columns. They bore at
firft that fimple denomination ; the cuftom
of confulting them, the facred places where
they were kept, the depofits they preferved,
all rendered them refpettable. They be-
came confecrated by religion, and were
‘placed under the immediate protection of
Phtha, or the creative {pirit.

Thefe principles eftablithed, we are en-
~abled to give a probable explanation of the
three Thoth or Mercuries reckoned by the
Egyptians. They placed the moft ancient
before the deluge, and the others fubfe-
quent to that event. The firft marked the
infancy of human knowledge, whether it be,
that fome monuments have efcaped the de-

(x) Zlian, lib. 12.

ftru@ion

oS i
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firu@ion of the human race, or whether
thofe they raifed fhortly after, alcended be-
yond that terrible epocha. The fecond
Thoth denotes the efforts of the Egyptians

to difcover phyfical and aftronomical truths,

the tranflation of the hieroglyphics into

facerdotal charaers, and the fixed eftablifh-

ment of divine worfhip, and the laws. The
third again, pointed out the flourifhing ftate

of the fciences, the progrefs of the arts, and

the perfection to which they were carried,

as teftified by the pyramids, the temples, and -
obelifks, the immenfity and magnificence of
which have never been equalled by any

people. The Egyptian priefts exprefied

thefe eras in a fenfible manner by the epithet

of Tf"{/f‘ﬂegfﬂu:,- three times great, which they

beftow on their allegorical Thotb.

You muft have obferved, Sir, that the
books of Thoth or Hermes, were the col-
le&tion of the produétions of all the learned
men of Egypt, and formed their Encyclo-
pedia. They have unfortunately perifhed
In the conflagration of the Ptolemean libra-
Ty» and the originals which remain engraved
on the marbles of Egypt. in a thoufand

Nn 2 places,
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places, are unintelligible.  Of {o many tre,.
fures we have only a few fragments preferyeq
by, the ancients. As to the Hermetical
books, boafted of by thofe who facrifice
their. time, and their money in {eeking after
the philofopher’s ftone, they are merely fup-
pofititious works, and falfely attributed to
Hermes, or the Egyptian. T4azh.

I have the honour te be, &c.

LETTER
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O®F THE VOCAL STATUE OF MEMNON.

The flatue of Memnsn greatly celebrated in
ancient times for the found which it emitted
at fun-rife. . -Called by the priefls the Son
of the Day. The Jfon of Aurora, the
conqueror of Antilochus, celebrated by Ho-
mer, . His mterprcfers, and the pafts f ince
bis time, bave applied thofé exprgﬁam to the
Egyptian Memnon, This is a miflake;
the Thebaic flatue bore the name of Ame-
nophis,  The Memnon who came 1o the
Jiege of Troy a little after, was fent from
Sufa by Teutam, king of ./Ijjfria{ The
vocal flatue of Egypt was broken by Cam-
byfes.  The mutilated figure ceafed to emit
any found for a ling time, but refumed its
Vocal power under the Ptolemies. Affer its
difgrace, it pronounced feven notes. The
priefts, wha gave the harmonic courfe of the
Jeven planets the name of celeftial mufic,
and who confecrated to. them the nofes, called
this Slatue tue image of I/;e Sty and the

Nn 3 cojin
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coufin of Ofiris, becaufe it pronounced the
feven motes which comp fed the terreftrial
mufic. It recerved the name of ame nou-
phi, to tell good news, becaufe it pro-
nounced the notes at the vernal equinox, a

~ feafon dear to the Egyptians.

To Mr. L. M:

Grand Caire.
Iuave briefly mentioned to you, Sir,
the ftatue of Memnon, in defcribing the
ruins of Thebes; but the wonders which
are related of it are attefted by fo many
great names engraven on its pedeftal, that
I cannot conclude thefe letters without ate
tempting to extricate from obfcurity- fome
circumftances of its hiftory. A hundred
Greck and Latin, and a few Egyptian authors
have celebrated it in their writings. Their
opinions frequently differ, and are fometimes
imprefled with the character of a blind cre-
dulity. Others, more wife, unable either
to reject the teftimony of their fenfes, or to
believe in miracles, remain in a ftate of fuf-
penfe. I fhall give you a faithful account
of their various narrations, which will en-

able
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ab_le you to form a jufigmer.)t f‘efpﬁﬁng
this ftatue, {o celebrated in antiquity.,

You have remarked, Sir, amongft the
ruins of Thebes, feveral coloffal figures, al-
moft all mutilated, or lying on the earth.
The largeft was placed at the entrance of
the veftibules of the tomb I have defcribed
toyou(y). Diodorus Siculus calls it Of-
mandué ; Strabo (z) fays it was called by the
Egyptians Ifinandes ; but writers in general.
give it the name of Memnon(a/. This
ftatue,. ftill lefs remarkable for its gigantic
ftature, and the hardnefs of the granite of
which it is compofed, than for its property
of producing a found at the rifing of the
fun, was broken by Cambyfes. Half of it
is overthrown, the other half remains up-

(y) Diodorus Siculus, lib. 1.
* (=) Strabo, lib. 17.

(@) Ofimandué and Ifinandes were probably the vul-
gar names of this coloffus, among the Egyptians. Thefe
~words are derived from Ou Smandi, to give ﬂﬁ”‘”d'
Memnen may alfo come from Ewmnoni, of Aone. The
Greeks have made of it, Memnon Ifmandes, the vocal
Slone,  See Jablontki de Memnone.

Nn 2 on
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on its bafe.” Philoftrates thus defcribes it (5) .
¢« The coloffus of Memnon reprefented o
«¢ young manin the flower of his age, whofe
«¢ face was turned towards the rifing fun.
¢« When his rays fell upon it, it was faid to
"« {peak.”” Dionyfius ‘Periegetes fays (¢ /,
«¢ 'The people who inhabit Thebes, famous
for her hundred gates, and for the vocal
ftatue of Memnon which falutes his mo-
«¢ ther Aurora on her rifing.” ‘The priefts
£ Egypt called it the Son of Day (d), and,
‘according to Diodorus, the Coufin of Ofiris.
© Homer is the firft who fpeaks of the fon
of Aurora(e¢). < Neftor preferved in his
“¢ heart the merhory of his generous Anti-
« lochus, {lain by the illuftrious fon of - Au-
“ rora.” ~ His commentators haveall ‘been

L€

(49

(¢) Philoftrates, Life ‘of Apollonius *of Thloncs,
lib. 6.

(¢) Dionyfius Penerretes Defeription of the Uni-
verie,

(4)-In the old Egyptian tonoue, the day was called
“Ehs; the Greeks made of this, £ss, the morning, and

-called Memnon the fon ‘of the mormng ]ablonﬂ-l de
Memnone.

{¢) Homer’s Odyﬂ'ey.
of

N o« § FARLED b4
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of opinion that the latter expreffions relat’éd

to the Egyptian Memnon ; but the prince of

poets might have made ufe of them to point

out one of the chiefs who came to the re-.

leafe of Troy from the eaftern countries.

‘This metaphorical language was familiar in.

his time. “The feripture employs it in the
fame manner by calling the people of thofe

climes zbe children of the eaff. = The poets

who flourifhed after him, gave a different

“explanation of his expreflion: * Aurora,
“ fays Hefiod (), brought forth by Tithon,

“ the valiant Memnon, who wore a brazen

* helmet, and was King of Ethiopia.”

Pindar afcribes to hini the victory over An-

tilochus (2): “"The brave Antilochus, en-

“ dowed with a magnanimous foul, defirous

Kooy faving his father’s life, fell in the com-

“ bat he fuftained with Memnon, the leader

“ of an army of Ethiopians(4). One of

¢t Neftor’s

(f) Hefiod. Theogonia,

(g) Pindar, Ode 2.

(h) Thefe pallages relate to the Egyptian Memnon.
In fad, the ancient Greeks lon s called the Delta by the
same of Egypt, and all tae country farther to the fouti;-—

ward,



554 L BT T EwRsS

« Neftor’s horfes, pierced by a fpear thrown
« by the hand of Paris, ftopped his car,”
Building on thefe authorities, the poets
of Greece and Italy confounded the Trojan
with the Egyptian Memnon. Virgil (4)
fpeaks of the troops of Aurora, and of the
arms of the black Memnon. This colour,
employed to mark the country of the hero,
muft not be regarded as a fign of deformity;
for the poet of Achilles, in celebrating Eu-
ripilus, fays (#), He was the handfomeft of
mortals, after the divine Memnon. Ovid (/)
exprefles himfelf thus in his Metamorphofes:
*¢ Aurora, who favoured the Trojan paity, .
< is no longer touched with the misfortunes
¢ of Ilion, nor of Hecuba; a nearer con-

ward, Ethiopia. Homer puts thefe weords in the mouth
of Menelaus, .fpeaking te Telemachus: [ penetrated
Egypt as far as Ethispia. Now, as he only condudts his
hero to Thebes, it is evident that he underftood the
Thebais by this expreffion. Damis, the companion of
Apollenius of Thianes, declares that he faw the temple
and the ftatue of Memnon, in Ethiopia, thatisto fay, in
Upper Egypt.

() Virgil’s Aneid, book 1.

(k) Odyfley, lib. s.

(/) Ovid. Metam, lib. 5. _

“ cern
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¥ cern occupies her foul ; fhe mourns her
*¢ own lofles, and bewails in tears the death
“ of Memnon.,” On the bafe of the fa-
tue is the following beautiful epigram,-
- written by the poet Afclepiodotus : ¢¢ Live
“ Thetis, goddefs of the fea! Learn that
“ Memnon, who died fighting under the
“ walls of Troy, daily utters a pleafing
‘¢ found near the tombs dug eut of the Ly-
“ bian mountains, at the fpot where the
“ impetuous Nile interfects Thebes, cele~
“ brated for her gates ; whilft Achilles,
* thirfting infatiably for battles, no longer
*¢ fpeaks, either ncar the walls of Ilion,
* or in the Theffalian plains.”

Here, Sir, is the Egyptian or Ethiopian
Memnon (for the ancients gave the name
of Ethiopia to the Thebais) generally ac-
knowledged to be him who glorioufly fell in
repulfing the Greeks. But thefe are tefti-
monies of the poets, who are more anxious
to prefent us with moving pictures, and bril-
liant fables, than accurate hiftorical truths.
Let us purfue the fable of his birth ().

(m) Apollodorus, Biblioth. lib. 3.
Aurora,



~ Aurora, amorous of Tithon, carried him
. into Ethiopia, where the bore to him Ema-
. thion and ‘Memnon (7). - Iacius ‘Tzetza
. adopts the fame allegory. Tithon, fon of
- Laomedon, was' beloved by the Goddefs of
the Day. From this commerce f{prung
Memnon and Emathion (s). Diodorus Si-
culus explains thefe paflages : ¢ Tithon, font
« of Laomedon, was brother to Priam,
¢ carried his arms into theeaftern parts of
¢« Afia, and into Ethionia, ' from whence
«.the fablc of Memnon, produced by Au-
® rora, took its rife.”

But who is this hero who afiiited the Tro-
jans ; for the allegories of the poets are al-
ways founded on fome truth ? Diodorus (p)
will tellus, ¢« Memnon came to the fuccour
¢ of Troy, at the head of the troops.of
« Teutam, Emperor of Affyria. ' Priam,
« fovercign of ‘Troas, a dependency of that
empire, opprefled by the weight of the
war, had implored his affiftance. . Teu-

- &€

(=)-facius Tzetza.
{2) Diodorus Siculus, lib. 4.
(¢) Diodorus Siculus, lib. 2.

Hm
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¢ _tam fent him twenty thoufand Ethiopians
«¢ and Suzians, and two hundred chariots,
¢ commanded ‘by. Memnon. This war~
« rior, a favourite of his King; then go
« verned Perfia. He was in the flower of
« his age, and already celebrated for his
“ bodily ftrength and greatnefs of mind.
¢ He had built a palace in the citadel of
¢ Suza, which bore his name until the
empire of the Perfians, and formed a
¢ public highway, ftill called in our days
 the Memnonian way.” Suza, adds Stra-.
bo(g), was founded by Tithon, father of
Memnon. This city was fix leagues in
circumference. Its form was oblong, and
its citadel called zhe Memnonium (7). He-
rodotus (5 ) alfo calls Suza the city of Mem-
non.,  Paufanias (t) aflures us that this Ge-
neral came to the fizge of Troy from Suza,
and not from Ethiopia, and that he fub-

€<

(7) Strabo, Iib. 135.’

(r) That is, the citadel of Memnons
() I‘Iel‘OdutL:a, lib. 5.

(*) Paufanias in Phocicis, ch. 3T,

dued
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dued all the nations of Media to the rives
Choafpes. . :

Thefe authorites, the number of which
1 could augment, if neceffary, evidently
prove, that, during the memorable fiege, the
heroes of which are immortalized by the
vaft genius of one man, the Emperors of
Aflyria fent to the aid of Priam, a brave
Captain, called Memnon, who had nothing
in common with the Egyptian Memnon(z).
It is probable, as I have already faid, that
Homer, in czlling him the fon of Aurora,
meant only to indicate the ealt from whence
he came. The poets after him invented
the fable you have juft ‘read, folely to
adorn their verfes.

Let us now examine what was the real
name of the fltatue which is the object
of your enquiries, the opinion entertained
of it by the ancients, and the end which the -

() Philoftrates pofitively fays, Memnon was Ethio-
pian (Theban) and reigned in that country before the
Trcjan war. e who came to that fiege is greatly pol-
terior to, and diffcrent fiom, the former.  Lifeof Apolls-
nius of Thianes.

Prir;f_l;
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Priet had in view in ere&ting it. Hero-
dotus () is the firft who calls it Memnon,
~and he fcarcely fpeaks of it, becaufe it
was mutilated when he vifited Egypt.
Since the days of that hiftorian a crowd of
travellers has cited it with enthufiafm, and
they have almoft all concurred in beftowing
on it the name of Memnon, which only
proves that this was the denomination ge-
nerally adopted by foreigners ; but to come
at the real name, we muft attend to the
Egyptians, who muft certainly be better
acquainted with their ewn monuments.
We read the following words in the chro-
nicle of Alexandria/y): ¢ Cambyfes or-
““ dered Amenspbis, the vocal ftatue, vul-
¢ garly called Memnon, to be cut in two.”
Paufanias, an accurate obferver, comes in
fupport of this authority(z). The The-
bans affure us that the ftatue we: call
Memnon, is that of the Egyptian Pba-
menophis. 'The Ph(a), in the language of

(x) Herodotus.
(y) Chronicle of Alexandria.
(z) Paufanias in Atticis.
(a) Jablontki de Memnene.
the
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the country, is the article mafculine; jfg
¢true name therefore was Amenopbis.

After Cambyfes had knocked down the
half of this coloffus, it. ceafed probably for
a long time to utter any found; for Hero-
dotus, who travelled through this country
fhortly after the Perfian conqueft, would
not have omitted {fo extraordinary a fact.
The Ptolemies having founded a kingdom
in Egypt, favoured the arts and fciences.
From that period, the remains of the ftatue,:
ftill .upon. its bafe, continued to make its.
voice be heard, as Manethon informs us(4),:
but not fo diftinétly as before its misfortunes
Three centuries after, the Romans conquer-
ed Egypt, and they flew with admiration
to vifit .antiquities. Germanicus was of
this number. ¢ He could not refift,” fays
Tacitus(¢), “ the defire of contemplating
< 'the wonders of Egypt, the moft aftonith-.
 ing of which are the ftatue, in ftone, of

(& )A Chronographia. Syncelli. Manethon, a facred wri-
ter of Egypt, flourithed under the firfk of the Ptolemies.
He had retained the knowledge of the hieroglyphic lan-
guage.

(¢) Annals of Tacitus, lib, 2.

3 ¢« Memnon,



* Memnon, which at the inftant of being
“ ftruck by the rays of the fun, pronounces
¢ vowels; and the pyramids which rear
¢ their heads like mountains in the midft
< of almoft inacceflible fands.” The re-
port of this hiftorian is confirmed by nume-
rous infcriptions. We read the following.
on the right leg of the coloflus: 7, Cai Lela,
Spoufe to the African Prefeét, heard the wotce
of Memnon at half paff fix in the morning,
_fth’ Jirjt year of the Emperor Domitian, &e.
The following is inferibed on the left leg:
1, Publius Balbinus, heard the divine voice of
the waocal flatue of Memnon, otherways Pha-
mencph, I was in company with the amiable
Queen Sabing (the 'wy‘é of Adrian /' We
read afterwards: Yulius Camillus commanded
e 1o engrave thefe words, at the inflant when
Adrian duguflus heard the voice of Memnon.
And on the fame fide: I, Mithridates, tri-
bune of the rwefji‘b legion, heard the voce of
Memron ar Jix in the morning.
A theufand other infcriptions teftify the
fame fa&; it is necdlefs therefore to recite
them, When to thefe authorites we add

thofe of Strabo, and of Tacitus, incredulity
Votr.1l. e itfelf



itfelf canrot &:ﬁﬂ: fuch teftimonies, The
marble which has preferved them for up-
wards of fixteen hundred years, is a durable
5001{ which depofes in favour of the voice of
Amenophis.  But what are we thence to

conclude? Is this phznomenon owing to
the nature of the {tone? Paufanias leans to

this opinion (d). “ The ftone they thew at
¢ Megara, when ftruck with a flint, pro-
duces a found which refembles the vibra-
tion of the firing of an inftrument. The
coloffus I have feen at Thebes, on the
other fide of the Nile, furprized me
much more. It produces every day at the
rifing of the fun, a found as finart as that
of the cords of a guittar, or of alyre, which
« fnap on being firetched.” * Philoftrates,
: mifled

(14
€
[ 11
€c
(11
“

(11

(d) Paufanias in Atticis.

* Without prefuming to offer an opinion concerning
this enquiry, the Tranflater could not refift the infertion
of the follewing extract from one of the notes to Black-
well’s Letters on Mythology.—The real wandering Few,
Benjamin, one of the greateft travellers of the eaft, has
given this Curious defeription of the folar worfhip in his
Ttinerary. © There is a people, fays he,  of the pofte-
< yity of Chus, addited to the contemplation of the ftars;

¢ (perhaps



O-N' EGC & P % 563
mifled by his love of the marvellous, fets no

bounds to his credulity (¢). * The coloffus
¢ of Memnon, though of ftone, was gifted

% (perhaps the people of whom Zephaniah fays, chap. 1.
“ v. 5. And them that worfkip the ot of beaven on the
“ houfe-tops). Tranflator. They worthip the fun as a
% god, and the whole country for half a mile round their
“ town, is filled with great altars dedicated to him. By
the dawn of morn they get up, and run out of town to
wait the rifing fun, to whom, on every altar there is a
confecrated imag®, not in the likenefs of a man, but of
“ the folar orb, framed by magicart. Thefe orbs; as foon
% as the fun rifes, take fire and refound with a great noifey
 while every body there, men and women, hold cenfers
“ in their hands, and all butn incenfe to the fan:”  One
would fufpect thefe orbs to have been filled with fome
nitrous compofition, and kindled by a colleétion of the
rays. dt nicely explains, not the fhrine of Jslochy which
is eafily underftood to be a portable tabernacle, fuch as
was ufed by the Egyptians; but the image of K1ux, the
STar of your Zodsy which you have made to yam;,?"mx.
Amos, chap. V. v. 26. Blackwell adds, this piece of
idolatry committed by the Fews in the wildernefs, foon
after they had come out of Egypt, and on the borders of
the fun’s votaries, the pofterity of Chus, is not as I re-
member recorded in the Pentateuch.---The Tranfator
will only take ‘the liberty of fuggefting, as matter of re-
flection, that VuLcaw, who among the Pheenicians and
Affyrians,
(¢) Philoftrates, Life of Appollonius of T hianes.

Qo 2 “ with
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« with fpeech. At the rifing of the fyn,.
« joyous to behold again his mother, he
« faluted her in a pleafing voice. 'To-
¢ wards the fetting fun, he exprefled his
¢ forrow in a fad and mournful tone. 'T'his
¢¢ marble had alfo the property of fhedding
¢ tears at pleafure. It is pretended, that
< echo anfwered to its voice, and imitated
perfectly the events of its joy and grief.”
Laftly, an ancient grammarian (£} fays
that this fltatue was fo marvelloufly com-
pofed, that it faluted the king and the fun.

Thefe paflages, however, will never
induce us to believe that marble is ca-
pable of producing fuch a found as is

(13
1

Aflyrians, was the fame with Satarn or the Sun, and, as
Herodotus obferves, was among the moft ancient and
. moft honoured of the Egyptian deities, is derived from
BarL-Kiun or Bur-Kaw, the Lorp Fire, Maynot
fome combination be thence formed, refpeting the
erigin of this famous ftatue, as well as of the caufes of
its voice, which is reprefented as fimilar to the fnapping
of the cords of a mufical inftrument? Ina country alfo,
abounding in nitre, like Egypt, an early difcovery muft .
have been made of its explofive quality. Tranflator.
(/) Quoted by Jablonfki de Memnone.

‘ S = -~ ogttributed
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attributed to Memnon. I know that the
empty farcophagus of the great chamber of
the pyramid, refounds in a very f{onorous
manner, when ftruck with a ftone or p"iece
of metal ; but in whatever manner it might
be difpofed, the rays of the fun fhining upon
it, never could produce any fuch effec.
Let us fuppofe, therefore, that the priefts of
Thebes had carried the mechanic art to the
degree of perfection it has attained in our
time, and that with as much ingenuity as
Vaucanfon, and other celebrated artifts, thcy
had fabricated a fpeaking head, the fprings
of which were fo arranged, that it fhould
pronounce vowels at the rifing of the fun.
Cambyfes deftroyed this wonderful mecha-
nifim, by overturning the upper part of the
ftatue ; and all the teftimonies I have quoted,
{peak only of the trunk, which we ftill fee
at this day upon the pedeftal. It is natural
therefore to attribute the found of the muti-
lated coloffus to the artifices of the priefts,
who oppofed this pretended miracle to the
_ﬁﬁ”g progrefs of Chriftianity. At all events,
It is very certain that fince the commence-
ment of the fourth century of the church,

Oo 3 when
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when the inhabitants of Egypt became Chyig.
tians, no more has been faid of the voice of
Amengpbis. [Does not the fuppofition of a
nitrous preparation furnifh an eafier folution,
and render the deceit as practicable on the
trunk of the ftatue, as from the head?
Tranflator, ]

~Let us try to difcover the objeft of the *
priefts in framing this vocal ftatue. We
know that they confecrated their fecondary
deities to preferve the memory of their moft
important difcoveries, Amenophis was un-
doubtedly created with the fame intention.
The comparifon of fome paflages extracted
from the ancients, may give weight to this
conjecture, You recolleét, Sir, that in the
temple of Abydus, which Strabo(g) calls alfo
the temple of Memnan, the priefts repeated
the feven vowels in the form of hymns, and
that muficians were forbid to enter it. . De-
metrius of Phalerus confirms(4) this impor-
tant fac: ¢ In Egypt the priefts make ufe-
s¢ of the feven vowels. inftead of hymns, to
* celebrate the gods, They repeat them

(z) Strabo, lib. 17,

(k) Demetrius Phaler,

¢ fucceflively
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¢ fucceflively with fuch an- accent as they
“ think proper. This centinuity of founds,
¢ thus modulated, ferves them inftead of
“ the flute and the guittar, and produces an
‘¢ agreeable melody.” The ancients, and
Jablonfki (), who has collected their tefti-
monies with extreme attention, afiure us
that thefe vowels were confecrated to the
feven planets, and that the ftatue of Ame-
nophis repeated them at a certain epocha,
Lucian (£) introduces Eucrates on the ftage,
and makes him fay: ¢ In EgyptIhave heard
¢ Memnon, utter, not according to cuftom,
““ an infignificant found, but pronounce from
“ his mouth an oracle in feven founds.”
This paffage, probably, is no more than.a
plcafantry of Lucian, but it is founded on
the general perfuafion, that before Cambyfes
broke this Coloflus, it pronounced the feven
vowels. The following dialogue written
in Greek on the left leg, is afreth proof of
this:

() Jablonfki de Memnon.
(#, Luciar, vol, 2.

Oa 4 A. C‘am-
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A. Cambyfes bas mutilated me, me, this
marble, formed after the image of the fun. [
Sformerly polfeffed the melodious woice of Mem-
nom. Cambyfes deprived me of the accents by
which I expreffed joy and grief.

B. What tkou relateft is deplorable. Thy
woite at prefent is obfcure and incomprebenfi-
ble. Wretched as thou art, I lament the mis-
fortune that bas reduced thee to this condi-
tion. - :

The Egyptians regarded the {pring equi-
nox as the moment of the creation of the
univerfe (/). ¢ They faid, that at the
¢« birth of the world, when the ftars began
¢ to move through fpace, the ram occupied
the middle of the heavens, the moon was in
the fign of the crab, the fun rofe with
the lion, Mercury with the virgin, Venus
with the fcales, Mars was in the {corpion,
Jupiter in the archer, and Saturn in
capricorn.” . Syncellius () has difcover-
el in an ancient Egyptian chronicle, that
after a revolution of thirty-fix thoufand

(4]
(14
¢
‘<
€c

L4

(1) Macrobius, Somnium Scipioris.
(m) Chronographia Syncellii.

2 five
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five hundred and twenty-five years, . the
zodiac would be reftored to its firft pofition,
that is to fay, that the firft minute of the
firft degree of the equinoctial line would
commence with the fign of the ram.

I leave the truth of thefe fa&s to the dif-
cuffion of aftronomers; but they announce
at leafl, that in Egypt the attention of the
learned and the people was chiefly directed
to the {pring equinox. .Anoun, a fymboli-
cal divinity, was confecrated to it, and all
the feftivals they celcbrated in his honour,
related only to this interefting period. It
was thence the aftronomical year took
date. It was thence, that. according to
the priefts, the feven planets recommenc-
ed their courfe, which they allegorically
ftiled the cwleflial mufie. It was at this
moment alfo, that Ameraophis pronounced the
feven vowels which were the {ymbols of the
planets, and which compofed the ferreftrial
mufic. This famous ftatue may be called
in facred language the coufin of Ofiris (1),

(#) Diodorus Sjculus.

on
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and the image of the fun (o), fince it imitated
on earth the office he performed in the hea-
vens*. The priefts, by making him re-
peat the feven founds, of whiclr all lan-
guages arce formed, and which marvelloufly
paint our thoughts, were defirous of im-
mortalizing the moft beautiful of their dif-
coveries, a difcovery, which, according to
Plato, could only be invented by a god, or
by a divine mortal. Perhaps alfo, the fha«
dow of this lofty coloflus ferved to mark
the inftant of the ‘equinox. Its name at
leaft compofed of Ame Nouphi (p), to tell
good tidings (g ), leads me to think fo. The
Greeks adopted thefe ancient ideas, in attri-
buting to Apollo, who was no other than
\

(2) See the infeription I have mentioned.

* This accords perfely with the fuggeftion hazarded
by the tranflator in his note refpedting Baar-Kiuw,
the Lorp FirE or the Sux, &c. Tranflator.

(p) Jablonfki de Memnone,

(#) The fun attaining the Equator, promifed the Egyp-
fians & ceflation of the foutherly winds, and the approach

of the inundation, which made them fo anxioufly attend
toit. ¢

the
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the fun, the invention of the lyre and of
mufic, The fiCtions of the poets obferved
this allegory, which painted the admirable
harmony which reigns amongft the ftars,
and jt was no longer heard of, '

I have the honour to bey &c,

LETTER.
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“L'E°TT'ER LXXL

REFLECTIONS ON THE RELIGIOUS WOR-
SHIP OF THE EGYPTIANS.

The Egyptians bad only two dogmas in their
religion, namely, that of a God the Crea-
tors and that of the immortality of the
Soul 5 all the reft was allegorical. This
religion was preferved pure and untainted
within the temples ; but the neceflity they
avere under of ufing reprefentative figures
hfofe the invention of letters, induced the
people by degrees to adore them ; which
bappened when the art of writing having
become cafy, they forgot the fenfe of the
bieroghphics. The gods of Laban were
nothing but hieroglyphics, of which be bad
Ioff the meaning. They were to bim the
objctls of wor(bip, becaufe they bad been
"r?}inﬁzx'ftfd by bis fathers, and be did not
comprebend them. The fume thing bap-
pened in Egypt.

To Mr. L. M.

; Grand Catro,
‘TOU will now permit me, Sir, to make
a few fliort refleGtions on the religion, the

myfteries
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-myfteries of which I have been éndénvduring
to lay before you. It contains only two dbg...

mas, that of the infinite Spirit, author of the -

creation, and that of the immortality of the -

foul. - The temples of Phtha, of Neith,and
of Cneph, confecrated to the power, the wif-
dom, the goodnefs of the Supreme Being, are
a demonftration of the firft. The care
with which they embalmed the bodies, the
prayer repeated on the death of an Egyp-
tian, furnith a proof of the fecond. The
temple of Caph, fituated in the ifle of Ele-
phantinos, may be regarded as the moft an-
cient of the country. In fa&, before the
Egyptians defcended into the valley where
the ftagnant waters of the Nile formed im-
penetrable morafles, until they had drained
them by the moft prodigious labours, and
rendered them fit for agriculture, they dwelt,
according to Herodotus, oh the mountains
bordering on the cataraéts. This monu-
ment, therefore, teftifies, that amongft them
the worfhip of the Creator preceded every
other. We are juftified even in afferting,
that the priefls retained it in its purity; for
men
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men who had once rifen by the fublime efs
forts of reafon to the knowledge of one only
God, or who hawe received it by tradition,
could never, whilft they continued to com-
~pofe an enlightened body, fall back into
idolatry, which invariably implies a pro-
found ignorance.

The reft of the Egyptian theology was
purely allegorical. It embraced the courfe
of the fun, the .moon, the ftars, and the
moft ftriking phenomena of nature. All
thefe obje&ts were perfonified in the facred
language of the priefts; but far from
making them the obje&s of adoration, they
confidered them only as admirable figns by
which the Moft High manifefted his omni-
potence to their fenfes. It is very probable
that they at firft taught this religion in its
purity, but that it became infenfibly cor-
rupted, becaufe the vulgar, accuftomed to
behold in the fanCtuaries, the fymbolical
figures I have fpoken of, and to offer fa~
crifices and thank{giving to the Creator, at
the periods when they were produced, for-
got the invifible obje& of their veneration to

worfhip
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worthip his works; hidden undcr thefe em-
blems §.

But why did net the priefts extinguifh ﬂm _
blind worthip ? Why did they hold the na« ‘
tion in fubjeétion to the yoke of fo deplo-
rable a {uperftition ? Doubtlefs this was not
originally their defign. The neceflity of

§ A Chriftian writer, of abilities, makes the follow-
ing arch, but pertinent anfwer to the defpifers and too<
zealous calumniators of the ancient mythology. * Sup-
“ pofe thatamidft the calamities that frequently befel the
« Yewifh nation, the book of their law, whofe prefervas
¢ tion is almoft a miracle, had perithed, and with it, as of
“ other incidents, the memory of the Brazen Serpenty
“ ere&ed by their law-giver, had been irretrievably loft ¢
“ whatidea could we have now entertained of the ferpents
“ erefted atthis day as Talifmans all over the eatl, in imi-
“ tation of that divine pattern? We might have groped in
¢ _the dark, attributed them perhaps to the power of Aer-
‘“‘(zzry’: Caduceus, the magic rod with twining fmakes,
“ or to ZEfculapius’s badge of life and health, a fingle
¥ ferpent wreathed round his ftaff; or to the myftical
“ veneration of the Egyptians, who have moft of thefa
“ Talifinans, for that reptile, which they ftill venerate,
“ amidft.all the firiCinefs of the Mabometan dorine cone
“ cerning the unity of God and the precifenefs of the
“ Chriftian Coptis.,” “See Dr. Pocock, and our author,
for an inftance of this veneration for the ferpent Havidi.—
[ Tranflator. ]

exprefling
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expreffing their ideas, previous to the ins
vention of letters; by allegorical figures,
the practice of confining them to the tem-
ples, accuftomed the people to look  on
them as facred. When the lefs difficult
art of writing had made them entirely lofe
the meaning of thefe figures, they fet no
bounds to their veneration, and paid real
homage to thefe fymbols, which were only
refpected by their fathers. Then Ofiris and
Ifis became tutelary divinities of Egypt;
Serapis prefided over the inundation ; Apis
foretold abundance; and the evil genius,.
Typhon, threatened the country with ths
moft deftru@ive calamities. Thefe ideas,
once deeply imprefled on the minds of the
people, it would have been difficult to era-
dicate them, without involving the tota
overthrow of the eftablithed worfhip:
perhaps, alfo, (for men have bcen the fame
in all ages) the priefts adroitly availed them-
felves of this ignorancé to become the me-
diators between heaven and earth, and the
fole d;fpenfers of the divine oracles. But
what fhould render men circumfpect when
they take upon them to condemn a learned
: body,
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body, who publifhed thofe wife laws which
formed the glory of the Athenian code, and
who erected a great number of durable and
vfeful monuments, is that the Hebrews,
though reftri®ed to the ancient creed of
Abraham by their elders and their pro-=
phets; no fooner found themfelves in the
defert, than taking advantage of the ab-
fence of Mofes, who was waiting on the
mountain the oracles of heaven, they com-
pelled Aaron to caft a golden calf to ferve
them as a god ; fo true it'is; that the view
“of fenfible objecs has more empire over the
multitude than all the precepts of the pro-
foundeft wifdom. In fhort, if we reafen
inipartially, we fhall perceive -that it is
fometimes no lefs difficult than dangerous to
fhew mankind the truth. The principal
philofophcrs of Greece and Rome; as well
as the Egyptian Priefts, acknowledged only
one God. Mythology, in their eyes, was
no other than a tiffue of allegories, imply-
ing effets and natural caufes. 'They bowed
their head, however; before the - ftatues of
Jupiter, of Pallas, and of Venus. Socra=
tes alone had the courage to lift up his

Vou. I, Pp voice
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voice againft thefe fabulous divinities, and
Socrates was compelled to {wallow poifon,
Do you with for another and more recent
example of the danger of enlightening our

fellow-creatures? Galileo proclaims a moft

important difcovery to the world; and Ga-
lileo, aftér being obliged to afk pardon on
his knees for having dared to tell the truth,
was perfecuted for the remainder of his life,
and died in exile. It is doubtlefs very noble
to be a martyr at this price, but few minds
are equal to o fublime an effort. |

Thefe facts, with many others I could
cite, prove that if the Egyptian priefts were
culpable for having concealed the light from
a people whom it was their duty to inftruc,
we fhould not condemn them with too much
rigour. For in thefe diftant ages, when
men {poke only by fymbols, idolatry made a
rapid progrefs, and it was almoft impoffible
to deftroy it, without overfetting all religion.
Recolleét the gods of Laban ftolen by Re-
becca. ~ Thefe idols were hieroglyphics.
Laban, who had probably loft the key of
their rezl fignification, adored them, becaufe
he had received them from his anceftors.

The



"The fame circumftance occurred in Egypt,
where the hieroglyphics became the deities
of the people, as foon as they had loft the
comprehenfion of their real meaning. = The
fole means of extinguithing the fuperftition
would have been by deftroying them ; but
the priefts, in making fuch a facrifice, muft
have annihilated all their knowledge, and
above all, their abfolute controul over the
minds of men. Now, if there are exam-
ples of a few individuals who have been
generous enough to renounce the charms of
dominion, from the pure dictates of hu-
manity, we never yet have feen a body of
men capable of fo noble an aét of virtue.

I have the honour to be, &c: .

Pp2 LETTER
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OBSI‘.RVATIO\IS ON THE HIEROGLYPH!CS

Hieroglypbics, the firft-written laﬂguage of
man. Their antiquity more remote than
the deluge. The meaning of them entirely

~ Ioft under the princes of the lower empire.
The recovery of it would render us ac-
quainted with the language of the Coptis,
or ancient vulgar Egyptian, by which we
might attain to a knowledge of the facers
dotal dialec?, ufed for explaining the hiero-
ghyphics, and which is found on Egyptian
monuments. A journey might likewife be
attempted to the temple of Fupiter Am-
mon, inhabited by an Egypiian colony,
which may bave preferved their ancient
language, their books, and the knowledge of

bz'eraglypbia.r.
To Mr. L. M.

; Grand Cairo.
HIEROGLYPHICS, Sir, zre the firft

- written language of mankind. They are
: imitative
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imitative and allegorical charaers, They
differ from letters in this, that the latter
paint the thoughts by ftrokes and founds,
while the former reprefent them by figures.
Their antiquity approaches the era of the
deluge, if it be not prior to it ; for the hu-
man race poflefled the arts and fciences be-
fore that difafter, and fince they were carved
on ftone, fome of thefe monuments may
have efcaped the general ruin. Clemens of
Alexandria, reckons a great number of books
afcribed to Thoth, that is to fay, approv’ed
by the academies;, and publithed under that
title.  Heeven gives an account of fome of
them. The firft, fays he, contained the
facred hymns; the fecond, rules for the
lives of Kings; the four following treated
of aftronomy, and the obfervations of the
Egyptians ; ten others contained the {Cience
of hieroglyphics, geography, and cofmo-
graphy. A like number compofed the code
of laws, the religion, and the difcipline of
the priefts. Laftly, the remaining fix
formed a  complete treatife on medi

cine.
Thefc Works have undergone the fate of
Pp3 many
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many others, which a barbarian, whofs
name muft be ever odious to pofterity, made
ufe of for fix months to heat the baths of
Alexandria; but the chief part of the
Egyptian books were only copies. The
originals remain engraven in a thoufand
places on the marbles of the temples, the
obelifks, and the walls of the fubterrane-
ous paffages. Thefe are the monuments
which the learned of all nations thould en-
deavour to read. Manethon, a high-prieft
and facred Egyptian writer, drew thence
the hiftory he wrote, under the reign
of the Ptolemies. About three centuries
after, Hermapion decyphered the obelitk of
‘Heliopolis, - tranfported by Auguftus to the
capital of the Roman empire. Since that
author, no other has poffefled the know-
ledge of hieroglyphics,  or, if any one has
been fo gifted, his works have not reached
us.  Ammianus Marcellinus, who flourithed
under the Emperor Julian, declares, thatin
his time thefe characters were unintelligible
to the Romans. Are there then no means
of tearing off the veil that covers them, and
of explaining the facts which they contain ?

: : The
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The man who fhould make this difcovery
would acquire immortal honour, by refior-
ing to the arts, to fcience, and to hiftory,
fo many difcoveries now loft to the world.
I do not pretend to this fublime effort, but
thall content myfelf with expofing fuch
ideas as the ftudy of the ancients, and the
frequently-repeated view of the monuments
of Egypt, have given birth to, in my
mind.

We know that the priefts invented the
letters which they called facerdotal, and by
means of which they tranflated the hiero-
glyphics: they were in univerfal ufe in the
tcniplcs, and it was in thofe letters they
wrote every thing refpecting religion and
the fciences. This partial diale¢t was in-
termediate between: the hieroglyphics and
the common language of the country, which
fortunately is not loft; for the fact is, that
it ftill exifts in the books of the Coptis, with
Greek and Arabic tranflations. © It is to be
found in a great number of manufcripts
fcattered through Egypt, and in the Euro-
pean libraries, In order to arrive, by
means of it, at the knowledge of - the facer-

Pp4 dotal
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dotal diale@, we muft difcover either a}.
- phabets or paflages common to the two
languages. Now, we difcover on the walls
of the temples, and the fouterrains, certain
letters interfperfed amongft the hierogly-
phics, different from all thofe we are ac-
quainted with, and which form probably
part- of the facerdotal diale@&, Thefe are
the charaders we thould endeavour to com-
prehend ; for they would give us the key of
the hieroglyphics, of which they are cither
the continuation or the interpretation.
Perhaps fome learned man, perfeitly well
verfed in the Coptic, the Arabic, and the
Hebrew, who would dedicate fome years ta
the ftudy of the monuments of ancient
Egypt on the {pot, migh_t accomplifh this
noble enterprize §,

‘ The

§ The feriptures furnith many proofs that the Jews
brought the hieroglyphics with them out of Egypt, as
well as the worthip of the fun.——Ezekiel, in his vifion,
chap. viii. verfes g, 10, and 16, fays, * And he faid un-
¢ to me, Go in, and behold the wicked abominations
¢ that they do here. So I went in and beheld every
¢ form of creeping thing, and abominable beaits, and
¢ all the idols of the houfe of Ifrael, pourtrayed on the

¢ wall
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The following is another refleGtion with
which I have been greatly ftruck, fince I
haye travelled in this country. The Am- .

moniang

#¢ wall round about,”’---And he brought me into the
inner court of the Lord’s houfe, and behold, at the door
of the temple of the Lord, between the porch and the
altar, were about five and twenty men, with their backs
towards the temple of the Lord, and their faces towards
the eaft; and they worthipped the fun towards the
eaft, ; 4

The Bithop of Clogher, in 1753, publifhed a Journal
from Grand Cairo to Mhunt Sinai, and back again, tranf-
lated from a manufcript written by the Prefetto of Egypt,
in company with the Miflionaries de propaganda fide at
Grand Cairg; {poken of by Dr. Pocock, and wherein
mention"is made of great mumbers of ancient unknown
charaftersin the wilderneft of Sinai, ata place well known
by the name of Gebel-el-Mukatah, or the Written Moun-,
tains.  Likewife of the fecond ftone ftruck by Mofes, as
related in the twenticth chapter of Numbers, is ftill lying
there. The celebrated Mr. Edward Wortley Monta-
gue made this journey a few years fince, exprefsly to
view thefe objeds, but declared himfelf greatly i ifap=
pointed at finding thern every where interfperfed with
figures of men and beafts, which convinced him that
they were nat written by the Ifraeljtes. With great dc..
ference to o i ingenious an obferver, is it not almoft evi-
dent that thefe are neither more nor lefs than the Egyp-

flan hlcroglyphlcs ; and that, from the paﬂhgc above cited
from
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monians were an Egyptian colony. The
priefts who gave Jupiter Ammon his cele-
brity, had the fume religion, and pofielied
the fame knowledge with thofe of Egypt.
Their God has ceafed to utter his oracles,
but his temple may ftill fubfift; the country
around it being extremely fertile, muft be
inhabited, ‘This tribe  not having expe-
rienced the revolutions which have over-
turned every thingin Egypt for upwards of
two thoufand years, may have retained its
cuftoms, its worfhip, and its native lane
guage. It is probable that the arts and fci-
ences, no longer foftered by celebrity, have
fallen into decay'; but tradition may have
preferved their memory.  Sanchoniathon

from Ezekicl, as well as the Egyptian education of
Mofes, they may bave been written vy the Ifraclites, and
that the charalers interfperfed with the figures of men
and beafts, are the facerdotal charalters or dialect men-
tioned by our author? Mr. Montague had certainly
no reafonable caufe of i j&ppamtmenr at finding thefe
ftones covered with unknown charadters ; for what elfe
was to be expelted ? But thefe very curious and highly
interefting monuments are not for that reafon the lefs de-
ferving the attention of the learned, whether they be of
fraclite or Egyptian origin. [ Tranflator. |

= ' affirms




O N ECIN-Nw 585

affirms that he derived his knowledge from
the monuments of Egypt, and the books of
the Ammonians. Thefe books might fill
be found in the heart of the country which
gave them birth, and poflibly in the fanc~ -
tuary of that ancient temple, protected by
immenfe deferts. It thould be towards this
memorable fpot, therefore, that a learned
man fhould bend his courfe with any hope of
fuccefs. . The way that leads to it is befet
with dangers.  Alexander, followed by a
numerous retinue, and by camels laden with
water and provifions, was on the point of
perithing with thirft. One of the armies
of Cambyfes remained buried under the
fands, and not a fingle foldier who compofed
it ever again behcld his country. ~ But what
is not an intrepid individual capable of per-
founmg, enlizhtened and enflamed by the
love of fcience ?  Until fome well-informed
European, in fhort, fhall have vifited the
temple of Ammon; until he has communi-
cated to enlightgned nations the treafures or
the ruins it contains, it is natural to imagine
that it is furrounded by an ancient Egyptian

colony, who fpcak the mother tongue, and
who
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who have preferved the {cience of hicrogly-

ics. Butwhat leads us to believe that this
gribe is not extiné, is, that zbe Oafis which I
have traced on the chart, are {till inhabited
in our days, and that the Bey of Girgé
fends to the Oafis, which correfponds with
that town, a Cachef to govern it. A tra-
veller who fhould venture to traverfe the de-
farts which feparate the Ogfis from the
banks of the Nile, muft infallibly find there
monuments hitherto unknown, and infinitely
Curious.

I have the honour to be, &c.

LETTER
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/To Mr. LEMONNIER, Phyfician to the King
of FRANCE, Fir/t Phyfician to MIONSIEUR,
and MEMBER of the ACADEMY of Sci-
ENCES. -

PLAN OF AN INTERESTING VOYAGE,
'AND WHICH HAS NEVER BEEN PER-
FORMED.

To take a Sfurvey of the great lake of Menzalé
in a boat. To examine the ruins in its
Hles. To wifit Pelufium, Farama, the
Ouafiss to Sitne for the wells of the folfsce,
and to aftertain the ancient obfervation of
the Egyptians. To pafs through the -
Zerior parts of the Imen, with the view _af
procuring information. and manuferipts.
Ta go to Meccas to flay there during the
pilgrimage, and to bring thence and from
Medina the works and information that
are unknown in Europe. To travel over

3 Dotk
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joth Arabias, Petrea and Deferta s and

after remaining fome time at Damas to re=
turn to Europe.

To Mr. L. M.

‘ oy Grand Caira.
T e il i it o F

verified in Egypt: The following is the

proje&t I propofe to the man who is de-
firous of being eminently ufeful to the arts
and {ciences, and to procure moft valuable
information for his country.

To furvey in a boat the great Lake of
Menzalé; to found its outlets into the Medi=
terranean; to touch at the Ifle of Tanis,
where, according td the teftimony of Arabian
writers, and the natives of the country, there
are vaft ruins and antique marbles; to
navigate to the extremity of the lake; to
vifit the remains of Pelufium;and of Farama,
where the Arabian geographers defcribe a
tomb, which muft be that of the great
Pompey.

To defcend the canal of Sebennytus, now
called Samanout, as far as the borders of

Lake
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Lake Baurlos; to fearch for the ruins of
the ancient Butis, where Herodotus places
the fanctuary of Latona compofed of. the
aftonithing block of granite, the de¢fcriptiom
of which I have given from that hifto-
rian.

To difcover the ruins of Naucrates, and
of Sais, fituated in the environs of Faoué,
and thofc of Phacufa and Bubaftis, where the
famous canal of the Ptolemies paffed.

To make a treaty with a tribe of wander-
ing Arabs in order to penetrate to the Oafis
of Ammon, at no great diftance from
Lake Mzris, and thence to the temple of
Jupiter Ammon, fo celebrated in anti-
quity ; where there are hopes of reco-
vering the ancient language of Egypt, and
pofiibly the books which ferved to dvcyphcr
the hleroglyp’m,.s
. Tovifit the three Oasis, and defcribe the
people and the monuments they contain, and
which are loft to the world.

To ftop cight or ten days at Sienna to dif-
cover the well of the folftice, and to verify
the admirable obfervation of the ancient
Egyptian priefts, who, when the fun de-

icribed
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{cribed the Tropic, faw his entire image 46
noon refleted on the water, which covered
the bottom of this aftronomical well. For
eighteen hundred years paft no European has
verified any of thefe circumftances, or vifited
the places I have mentioned. Thefe re-
fearches, however, fuppofe a man verfed
in antiquity, and thoroughly acquainted
with the manners, the religion, and the
language of the Arabs; fuch a man would
not content himfelf with thefe limits to his
travels. He might embark on the Red Sea
in the capacity of a Mahometan merchant,
furvey all its ports, remain fome months at
Moka, where he would meet ‘with precious
manufcripts, then repair to Sannaa, the an<
cient capital of the Homerite Kings, who
governed Yemen in the time of the Ptole«
mies; vifit the interior parts of that rich
country; join.one of the caravans, and ar-
rive at Mecca. He might remain there
under the pretext of religion and of com-
merce; examine the library begun long be=
fore Mahomet ; he might purchafe, or pro«
cure copies of the moft interefting ma-
nufcripts ; and, after obferving the worthip,

the
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the trade, and the monuments of that city,
thcanthmty of which is coeval with Hmael,
he might fet off with the caravan for Da-
mafcus, and repofe himfelf after his fa--
tigues in that beautiful capital of Syria,
where he would procure likewife a great
number of {carce books, &c. &c. &c.

The learned man who fhould fucceed in
this journey, the difficulties' and the perils
of which are innumerable, would furnifh
Europe with an abfolutely new hiftory of the
mations of Arabia; for the interior of that
country is as little known as the forefts of
New Zealand, He would procure a great
quantity of interefting difcoveries for natu-
ral hiftory and geography, and might pof-
{ibly have the good fortune te reftore to
Tacitus, to Livy, and to Diodorus, the
complement of their immortal works, for
they have all been tranflated by the Arabs.

After I had given to the publick a zranjia-
tion of the Koran, and the ljfe of Mabomet,
full of enthufiafm for the fciences, I
did propofe to undertake this journey. "My
proje¢t met with obftacles which prevented
me from carrying it into execution, and

¥or 1L Q_q : which
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which gave me much uneafinefs. But we
muft fubmit to the law of neceflity. From
that time I have totally abandoned the
thoughts of it, and I confefs that at pre-
fent I fhould not have the courage to un-
dertake it, becaufe I know from experience
the perils of fuch' an enterprize, and that
after a few years refidence in my native
country, to the climate of which I am again
habituated, my health probably would not be
proof a fecond time to the deftructive heats
of Africa and Arabia, But I hope that fome
European, inflamed with the love of glory,
and wealthier, or more favoured than me,
will immortalize himfelf by colleGing
the information and the manufcripts I have
mentioned ; and above all, by procuring for
enlightened nations the unknown hiftory of
the people of Yemen, of Mecca, of Me-

dina, and of the interior parts of Arabia,
~ Such is the knowledge I have been able
to obtain by five years travels in the eaftern
world, and by the ftudy of the ancients,
May-you, Sir, whao, in the charming retire-
ment, which your labours and your talents
“ have enriched with all the rare plants of the
world,
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world, and a collection of valuable books,
who afforded me the leifure neceffary to ar-
range thefe Letters, publithed under the
aufpices of an auguft Prince, who honours
you with his efteem ; may you, Sir, derive
fome pleafure from their perufal, and re-
gard them as a teftimonial of my gratitude.

I have the honour to be,
With refpeét, SIR,
Your moft obedient, humble fervant,

SAVARY.,

Exp oF THE LeETTERS ON EcyeT,
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