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MONSIEU R,

Brother to the King of

e g 3 03 o

MONSEIGNEUR,

HE favourable reception with which

~ you have honoured my former
works, encourages me to publith the ob-
fervations I had an opportunity of making
in the courfe of my travels. If your High-
nefs will deign to permit me to prefix your
name, my wifhes will be complete. I
fhall efteem that favour as an affurance
a2 of
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iv
of the public approbation, and fhall the lefs
regret thofe obftacles, which fufpended
my zeal at the moment that I was abeut

to undertake more’ important inquiries.
Iam,
VWith the moft profound refped,
Your Highnefs’s moft obedient,
ﬁnd n:[oﬁ humi)lc fervant,

" SAVARY.
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TRAVELS are the mok inftructive
fchool of man. It is by travelling

- that he acquires a knowledge of his fel-
low ‘creatures; it is by living among(t
different people, by ftudying their man-
ners, their religion, and government, that
he finds a point of comparifon which
enables him to judge of the manners, the
religion, and government of his own coun-
try. Surrounded by the prejudices of
cducation, enflaved by cuftom, until he
quits his native country, he views other
nations only through an opake medium,
which, varying their forms and colours to
his fight, muft neceffarily induce a falle
judgment of the objects. He will be afto-
nithed at their errors, although he him-
felf pays a tribute to others, to the full
2s
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as ftriking; he will laugh at the abfur-
dity of their cuftoms, himfelf a flave to
as great extravagancies.

But after examining with deliberate
attention, the manners and the genius
of different people, after calculating the
precife influence of education, laws, and
climate, on their natural and moral qua-
lities, he will extend the fphere of his
ideas, reflexion will throw off the yoke
of prejudice, and break the bonds with
which cuftom has enchained his reafon.
It 1s then that, looking towards his own
country, the bandage will drop from his
eyes, the erroneous opinions he has there
formed will vanifh, and every thing will
bear a different aifpé&.

Before he fets out on his travels, it is
neceflary that he thould be thoroughly
acquainted w:th geography and hiftory.,
The former wﬂl point out the local the~
atre of great events, the latter will recall
them to his memory. Enhohtened by this
two-fold luminary, in travelling through-
the ‘eaftern worla the fcene of the moft
af’comﬂnng reévolutions, which have more
than once changed the furface of the

globe,
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globe, _every object: will be animated un-
der his footfteps. The marbles, the ruins,
the very mountains will {peak to his un-
derftanding and his heart.” Here, under a
rude bed of brambles, he will read the
following words, - with which his coun-
try honoured the manes of a hero: Sta,
Viator, Hercem calcas. 'That rock, whofe
precipice projeéts over the profound abyfles
of the fea, will recall to his memory the
unhappy fate of that defpairing lover,
whofe fublime and animated verfes de-
fervedly  procured her the title of the
tenth mufe. Thofe ruins, the {fad remains of
two celebrated republics, will revive the
recolleGtion of man, ennobled by the love
of liberty, his enlarged foul, and all the
faculties of mind and body in the higheft
ftate of perfe@tion. What multiplied com~
parifons between the paft and prefent fitua-
tion of human affairs will recur to his ima-
gination! How immenfe the chain of
events he has to purfue! But he will
content himfelf with marking the great
leading features, and with laying before
his reader thofe firiking circumf{tances,
wherein
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wherein the paft and the prefent are illuf-
trated, and brought into conta®, without
being confounded together.

At the fight of thofe fuperb monuments
that Egypt {till pofefles, his reflections will
turn on the character of a people, whofe
works alone, of a.ll the ancient nations, have
braved the ravages of time. What muft
have been that people, who feemed to have
laboured only for immortality, and from
whom Orpheus, Homer, Herodotus, and
Plato, went in fearch of thofe different
branches of knowledge, with which they
enriched their country? He will regret,
that all the efforts of the learned have
proved ineffe@ual to lift up the veil of the
numerous hieroglyphics difperfed through
that rich region. The knowledge of thefe
charaéers would illuftrate ancient hiftory,
and furnith a ray of light perhaps to pe-
netrate that darknefs which covers the
firlt ages of the world.

Become a citizen of the univerfe, he will
rife fuperior to partiality and opinion, and,
in dcfcr:bmo cities and countries, his pen
will adopt no .other guide than truth,

But
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‘But above all, let him not, like too many
travellers, make himflf the principal
figure in his paintings, nor throw.a glare
of light around himfelf, whilft he leaves in
the thade the other perfonages on the can~
vas. Let him appear without affeCtation,
whether with refpect to knowledge of his
fubje&, or for the purpofe of giving weight
to his narrative. Such are the requifites
for the man who would profit by his tra-
vels. Such are the principles he fhould
deem effential.

To the neceffary information, and to the
genius of obfervation, he muft unite alfo
that lively, profound, and penetrating fen-
fibility, which alone can make his remarks
or writings interefting. = If he is mnot af-
fected on beholding the fpot where the
great Pompey was affaffinated on his land-
ing near Pelufium 4 if the wonders of
Egypt have not ftruck him with aftonifh-.
ment and admiration ; *if he has not la-
mented over the auguft ruins of Alexan=
dria, and over the irreparable Jofs of
490,000 volumes, devoured by the fames ;
if he has not felt his breaft inflamed by

VoIt % A the
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the noble fire of enthufiafin, at the fight
ef the ruins of Troy, of Sparta, and of
Athens, let him not think of writing,
Nature never formed him to tranfmit to
his fellow-creatures thofe great impreffions,
which are infpired only by fuch great
obje&s.

I prefume to think, that I have expe-
rienced fuch feelings as to render tra-
vels interefting; but the public muft
judge, of the execution. Should - the
reader of thefe letters accompany me
with pleafure; fhould he be firuck with
the accuracy of the defcriptions, and de-
rive inftrution from the geographical and
hiftorical details; fhould the memorable
events I recall to his remembrance appear
to him to be judicioufly difpofed ; fhould
the parallel of ancient and modern man-
ners feem to be traced with judgment
and refletion, my withes will be fulfilled,
and I fhall efteem the fatigues, the dangers,
the labours, I have undergone, only as a
fubjet of confolation.

THE
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L ET-
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A general defeription of Egypt, and of the

changes which it bhas undergone from the
moft remote antiquity to the prefent times
The reader will bere find an account of the
topography of the country, and a detail of
the labours of the ancient kings in confining
the channel of the Nile, with the original
formation of the Delta, and ifs gradual
enlargement.

To Mr. L.. M.

Alcxandna, the z4th July, 1777.

YOU complain, Sir, of my filence; you

callupon me to make good my promife.

“ Where,” fay you, ¢ are thofe portraits of

the Oriental manners that I expeéted from

- your ‘tafte for obfervation? What! for
Vor. L. B three
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three years have you been travelling in
Egypt, without writing me one word of
that moft celebrated of all the countries in
the world ?”

Such are your reproaches. Recolle&

the advice you gave me on quitting Paris ;
you will" there find my juftification.
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Young Man, you are going into a fo-
reign country, where you will fee new
men. Obferve the influence of climate,
the power of religion, the imperious
law of ancient cuftoms, and the opera-
tions of defpotifm on weak mortals;
from them you will difcover the hiftory
of their vices and their virtues ; to-faci-
litate this ftudy learn the Oriental lan-
guages, converfe with the Greeks, the
Turks, and the Arabs; liveamongftthem,
and, to fee them as they really are, leave
your prejudices behind you in France.
Ty to paint the people you fee after Na-
ture. Let the Turk fritly refemble

_himfelf, and do not give us a repre-

fentation of Paris at Grand Cairo.”
Such were the precepts dictated by your

w1fdom, your reafon made me adopt them;

your
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your friendfhip rendered them dear to me,
and they have remained engraven on my
memory. Three years travels, attended
with many difficulties and much labour,
bave been confecrated to my defire of re-
ducing them to prafice. By writing to you
fooner, I fhould have been lefs obedient to
thofe precepts.

It appears to me proper firft to give you
an account of the limits of Egypt, and of
fuch revolutions as time and the labours
of man have produced in that country.
The map that accompanies this lctter, will
ferve you as a guide, and I have added my
own obfervations to the authority of the
ancients, and to the difcoveéries of Father
Sicard, of Pocock, of Nieburh, and of
Danville. This laft geographer, whofe
learned criticifm could diftinguifh the truth
amid{t the numerous contradi¢tions of tra-
vellers, has often been of great fervice to
me. I never quit him but in places where
it is impofiible not to go aftray without
having been a perfonal fpectator.

"Egypt is bounded on the north by the
Mediterranean, on the fouth by 2 chain

B 2 of
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of mountains which feparates it from Nu-
bia; the Red Sea, and the Ifthmus of Suez
form its eaftern limits; and it is terminat-
ed to the weftward by the deferts of Lybia,
in the midft of which ftood the temple of
Jupiter Ammon. Its greateft length is from
Sienna, fituated under the tropic of Can-
cer, to cape Burlss, which, forming the
moft advanced point of the Delta, almoft
terminates the 32d degree of latitude. This
diftance is about two hundred and twenty
five leagues. :

Its greateft breadth is fixty-eight leagues,
drawing a right line from the ruins of Pe-
lufa, to the tower of the Arabs, formerly
called Zapofiris.  This meafure agrees with

that of the ancients (2 /, which made the
breadth

(2) Diodorus Siculus and Strabo allow the bafe of
the Delta, which extended from Pelufium to Canopus,
now called Alboukir, 1300 furlongs, which may be
eftimated at 54 leagues ; add to this 14 leagues from
Canopa to the tower of the Arabs, you will have 68
Teagues. Herodotus reckons 60 fchenes, or 8o leagues
from Mount €afius to' the gulph of Plintina, where

Tapofiris was fituated, Mount Cafiusis 12 leagues to
- the
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breadth of the Delta fifty-four leagues from
Pelufium to Canopus, and fourteen from
Canopa to Tapofiris.

Egypt is divided into Upper and Lower 3
the firft is only a long valley, which begins
at Sienna, and ends at Grand Cairo. Two
chains of mountains, which take their rife
from the laft catara&, form the vaft con-
tours of that country. Their direttion is
from fouth to north, until they reach the
latitude of Cairo, where feparating to the
right and left, one of them takes the direc-
tion of mount Colzoum, the other termi-
nates in banks of fand near to Alexandra.
The former is compofed of high and fteep
rocks, the latter of fandy hillocks, over a
bed of calcareous ftone. Beyond thefe

theeaftward of Pelufa; by fubtraGting this number from
the former, there will equally remain 68 leagues from
Pelufa to Tapofiris. It is evident that the two geogra-
phers have meafured the fame extent of country in 2
right line, and not in following, like Herodotus, the
bafe of the Delta ; for, from the time of Herodotus to
their days, that part of Egypt had already increafed by
the immenfe quantity of fand accumulated by the Nile;
and if they had followed the fea coaft, they would
have found a confiderable augmentation.

B 3 mountains,
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mountains, are deferts bounded by the Red
Sea on the eaft, and on the weft by Afri-
ca; in the midft of them is that long plain
which is no more than nine leagues broad,
where it is the wideft, It is there that the
Nile flows between two. infurmountable
barriers. Now, fmooth and tranguil, he
flowly purfues the courfe traced out by na-
ture and by art; now, an impetuoys.tors
rent, reddened with the {ands, of Ethiopia,
he fwells, and breaks over his boyndaries,
-and overflows the country, which be co-
vers with his waters for the fpace of two
hundred leagues. Itis in this celebrated
valley, that mankind firft lighted the torch
of the fciences, whofe radiance diffufing it-
felf over Greece (4, has fucceflively illu-
minated the reft of the world. This valley
is ftill as fertile as in the beft days of

- (%) Herodotus, Strabo, and Diodorus Siculus, fay
precifely that the Greeks derived the greateft part of
their knowledge from Egypt. It was from thence that
Orpheus brought mythology, the daughters of Danaus,
and the myfteries of Ceres. It was there that their
philofophers {tudicd aftronomy, and their legiflators
the principles of government,

Thebes ;
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Thebes; but it islefs cultivated, and its
famous cities arelaid level ‘with the duft.
Defpotifin and ignorance feated on the
throne of laws, and arts, keep them buned
and in ruins.

Lower Egypt comprehends all that coun-
try between Cairo, the Mediterranean, the
Ifthmus of Suez, and Lybia. This im-
menfe plain prefents on the borders of its
parching fands, a ftrip of lands cultivated
along the canals of the river, and in the
middle the triangular ifland, to which the
Greeks gave the name of the Delta. It
is formed by the two branches of the Nile,
which: feparating at Barn e/ Bakara, the
Cow’s Belly, fall into the fea below Dami-
etta and Rofetta. 'This ifland, the molt fer-
tile in the world, has loft much of its ex-
tent, fince it was formerly bounded by Ca-
nopaand Pelufium (¢). Theravagesofits
conquerors having overthrown the caftern
bulwark of Egypt, the cultivators of the
lands, too much expofed to the inroads of
the Arabs, have withdrawn into the inte-

(¢) Strabo, lib, 17,

B 4 rior
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rior parts of the country. The canals which
ufed to convey fertility with. their waters,
are now filled. The carth, no longer wa-
tered, and continually expofed to the burn-
ing ardour of the fun, is converted into a
barren fand. In thofe places where for-
merly were feen rich fields, and flourithing
towns (d), on the Pelufiac, the Tanitic,
and the Mendsefian branches, which all
ftrike out from the canal of Damietta, no-
thing is to be found at this day but a
few miferable hamlets, furrounded by date
trees, and by deferts, Thefe once navi-
gable canals . (¢ are now no more than a
vain refemblance of what they were; they
have no communication with lake Menzall,
but what is merely temporary, on the {wel-
ling of the Nile; they are dry the remain-
der of the year. By dccpening them, by
removing the mud depofited by the river
fince the Turks have made themfelves
mafters of Egypt, the country they pafs

(4) Bubafta, Pelufium, Phacufa, and all the towns
which were in the eaftern part of the Delta, are tos
tally deftroyed.

(¢) The Pelufiatic, the Tanitic, and Mendefian
branches were formerly navigable,

t]lrough
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through wb'uld'again be fertilized, and the
Delta recover a third of its greatnefs.

Now that you have a general idea of
Egypt, Sir, fix your attention on that rich
country, and purfue the revolutions it has
undergone. Beyond thofe times, of which
hiftory has preferved us any epoch, a peo-
ple defcended from the mountains near the
cataracts, into the valley which is over-
flowed by the Nile /f): it was then an
impenetrable morafs, covered with canes
and reeds. After multiplied, and often fatal
attempts, they at length difcovered fome fa=
lutary plants,amongft which they particular-
ly diftinguifhed the lotus (g /, which Hero-

dotus

(f) Hercdotus, p. 40. Euterpe; Diodorus Sicu-
lus, lib. 1, and Strabo, lib. 17. afcertain the fame
fa&t.

(¢) The lotus is an aquatic peculiar to Egypt,
which grows in the rivulets, and on the fides of the
lakes; there are two fpecies of it, the one with a white,
the other with a blueifh flower ; the calix of the lotus
blows like a large tulip, and diffufes a fweet fmell,
refembling that of the lily; the firft fpecies produces
a round root like that of a potatoe ; the inhabitants
of the banks of lake Menzall feed upon it. The ri-
yulets in the environs of Damietta are covered with

this



10 L BB el ZE 5§

dotus calls the lily of the Nile, the reed we
call the fugar-cane, and which has preferved
in that country its primitivename of theca/fab
reed (4, the colocafius (7 '), the enion, and

this majeftic flower, which rifes upwards of two feet
above the water. Mr. Paw afferts that it has difap-
peared in Egypt, and gives a defcription of that plant
which bears no refemblance to it, in his Rechérches
Jur les Egyptiens & les Chinoisy page 150 5 but it is
not wonderful that this learned author thould be mifs
taken, fince the greateft part of the travellers who
have vifited Egypt, have never feen the lotus, which
is not to be found on the great canals of the Nile, but
in the rivulets that pafs through the interior part of
the country. -

(}) Some authors have faid that the fugar-cane was
brought out of India into Egypt. ~Perhaps the man-
ner of cultivating it only has been brought from
thence. It appears to me to be a native-of a-country
which produces feveral different {pecies of reeds, and
where it grows without any cultivation. Its very
name induces this beljef.

(i) The colocaflus is a plant well known in bota~
Ay.  The inhabitants of Damietta pay particular at-
tention to its cultivation; one fees in the neighbour-
hood of that town immenfe fields covered with its
large leaves ; its root is of a conical form, and thick=
er than that of the lotus. It is not fo infipid asa po=
tatoe,

the
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the bean. Many, yeass elapfed before they
thought of cultivating thefe native  plants.
Neceflity awakened their induftry.- He
who by dint of hazard: or refle@ion, made
fome ufeful difcovery, became a king, or a
God (%). Ofiris taught men, who-were
at that time cannibals, to feed on the fruits
of the earth, inftead of human fleth. Ifis,
the fame with Ceres, taught them to.culti-
vate corn, and were elevated to the rank of
deities. Hercules the Egyptian, the mofk
ancient of the heroes who have borne that
name, delivered Thebais from the monfters,
which ravaged that country, and had altars
ereCted to him. Whilit the people of Up-
per Egypt were contending for their vaft
morafles with favage beafts (/), the fea,
according to ancient accounts, bathed the
feet of thefe mountains where the pyramids.
are buoilt, and advanced on the fide of the
tower of the Arabs very far into Lybia.
It covered a part of the Ifthmus of Suez;

(%) Diodorus Siculus, p. 24.

(1) Herodotus, Strabo, Diodorus Siculus, who gives
the opinion of the Ethiopians on this fubject.

and
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and every part of what we now call the
Declta, formed a great gulph. I pafs over
ages, and come to that period when the
Egyptians, underthe domination ofareligious
worfhip, and of laws, formed canals to car-
ry off the ftagnant waters of the Nile, op-
pofed ftrong dykes to its ravages, and, tired
of dwelling in the caverns of the rocks,
built towns on fpots elevated by art or
nature. Already the river was kept with-
in its bounds; the habitations of men were
out of the reach of inundations (7/; ex-
perience had taught them to forefee and to
announce them. Geometry, meafuring the
lands newly rifen out of the river, or dimi-
nithed by its impetuofity, fecured the pof-
feflions of the inhabitants. A large city had
fprung up in the middle of Thebais, and
feveral kings had made it their glory:to em-
bellith it.  Such was the magnificence of its
public monuments, that its remaining ruins
at the end of upwards of four thoufand years
leave us imprefled with admiration and re-
fpect. Thebes flourithed for many ages,

{m) Herodotus, p. 40. Euterpe.

and
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and Rome was not in exiftence. Sepa-
rated from the reft of the world by deferts,
by mountains, and the fea, the Egypﬁans
peaceably cultivated the arts and fciences ;
the conftancy of their labours every day
extended the limits of their empire, either
by prote&ing with banks the new lands
they had acquired, or by cutting deep drains
to dry up the marfhy grounds (z). One
of the kings of Egypt, forefeeing pofiibly
what muft happen, undertook to change
the courfe of the river. After running one
hundred and fifty leagues between the bar-
riers I have mentioned, meeting with an

(n) The priefts faid that Menes, the firft king of
Egypt, threw a bridge over the Nile, near Memphis.
Before this prince’s time, the river, over{preading its
banks at Mount Pfammius, ran to the fouthward of
that town, and diffufed itfelf through the deferts of
Lybia. At a hundred furlongs from Memphis he
formed a dyke to ftop its courfe, and forced it to re-
turn between the mountains ; by this means the ori-
ginal bed was left dry. Since the Perfians have
become mafters of Egypt in our time, they keep in
repair, at great expence, the dyke that fhuts the an-
cient channel. Every year they add new works to

it, and have placed troops to look after its preferva=
tion.  Herodotus, Euterpe, p. 55

infure
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infurmountable obftacle to the right, it
turned precipitately to the left, and taking
its courfe to the fouthward of Memphis, it
fpread its waters through the {ands of Ly-
bia. The prince had dug a new bed for
it to the eaft of Memphis, and by means of
a large dyke, obliged it to return between
the mountains, and diftharge itfelf into
the gulph that bathes the rock on which
1s built the caftle of Cairo. The ancient
bed of the river was ftill to be feen in the
time of Herodotus, and the dyke which
barred its entrance. ‘The Perfians pre-
ferved it with the greateft care. At the
moment I am writing, this channel is not
unknown ; it may be traced acrofs the de-
fart, and pafles to the weftward of the lakes
of Natrum. Petrified wood, malts, lateen
yards, the wreck of veflels which have for-
merly navigated there, ftill mark its ancient
traces. The Arabs flill beftow the name

of Babr Bela ma (v), fea without witer,
on this channel, which is almoft choaked

up.

(2) The Arabs call the great rivers Babr, or [ea.
It
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It is to the labours of the monarch wha
finithed this great work, that Egypt is in=
debted for the Delta, The enormous
weight of the waters of the Nile, which
throw themfelves into the bottom of the
gulph, occafions a reflux of the fea. The
fands and mud that are carried along with
them colleGted together in heaps, fo that
the ifle of the Delta, very inconfiderable at
firft, arofe out of the fea, of which it has
repelled the limits. It was a gift of the
river. - Improvement has fince come in aid
to defend it againft the attacks of the wa=
ter, by raifing dykes around it. In the
time of Mceris, who lived five hundred
years before the Trojan war, the Delta then
appeared in its infancy (/. Eight cubits
was then fufficient to overflow it in all its
extent. Boats paffed over it from one ex-
tremity to the other, and its towns, built
on artificial elevations, refembled the iflands
of the Agean fea (¢). When Herodotus ‘
vifited Egypt, fiftcen-cubits were neceffary

-(?) Herodotus, p 41. Euterp,
“{g) Strabo, lib. 17, p. 1136,
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to cover all the Lower Egypt, but the Nile
then overflowed the country for the fpace
of two days journey, to the right and left of
the Delta. Under the Roman Empire, fix-
teen cubits produced the fame effeét. Inthe
time of the domination of the Arabs, their
writers {peak of feventeen cubits as the moft
favourable height. Eighteen cubits at this
day is the meafure of abundance ; but the
inundation nolonger extends over the Lower
Egypt, but its progrefs is ftopped at Grand
Cairo, and in theneighbouring country. The
Nile however fometimes rifes to two-and-
twenty cubits. The mud accumulated for
fo many yearson the ifland, which arofe from
out of its bofom, is the caufe of this phazno-
menon. Art has alfo contributed greatly
towards it, either by the banks raifed to
protect the lands the moft expofed to the
a&ion of the river, or by multiplying its
outlets, and by cutting a great number of
canals, which give a free i:)aﬂiagc to the wa-
ters (r). During my ftay in Egypt, I have

(r) Strabo, lib. 17. fays that the Bolbitine and Se-
bennitic branches have been formed by the hand of

paa.
: twice
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twice made the tour of the Delta, in the
time of the inundation. I have even croffed
it by the canal of Menouf. The river low-
ed in full ftreams in the great branches of
Rofetta, and Damietta, and in thofe which
pafs through the interior part of the coun~
try ; but it did not overflow the lands, ex~
cept in the lower parts, where the dykes
were pierced, for the purpofe of watering the
plantations of rice. Here then, in the {pace
of 3284 years, we fee the Delta elevated
fourteen cubits (s). Wemuft not imagine
however, as feveral travellers pretend, that
this ifland will continue to rife, and+hat it
will become unfruitful. As itowesits en=-
creafe to the annual fettling of the mud,
conveyed thither by the Nile, when it ceafes
to be overflowed, it will no longer increafe

(s) To render this calculation minutely exaét, we
muft know whether the Grecian, the Roman, and
the Arabic cabit be the fame meafure, and even
be acquainted with the variations it may have under-
gone amongft thefe different people, 8:c. which would
be EXEremely difficult to prove., This degree of preci=
fion not bemg effential to the fubject I treat of, 1 ffuﬂ]
content myfelf with quoting the teftimonies of the
authors; and the fads. :

¥oL. 1. C in
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in height, for itis demonftrated that cul-
ture is not fufficient to raife land.

The Delta is at prefent inithe moft favou-
“rable fituation for-agriculture. . Wathed on
'the eaft and ‘weft by two rivers formed by
the divifion of the Nile, and each of 'which
is as large and more deep than the Loire, in-
terfected’ by innumerable rivulets, it pre-
fents to the eye :an immenfe’ garden, all
the different:.compartments of which may
‘eafily be 'watered. ' Daring: the three
months “that the Thebais is under water,
‘the Delta poflefles fields covered with rice,
barley, vvegetables, and winter fruits. = It
is no Jonger, as'in former times, the Agean
fea with'the Cyclades; rich harvefts now
cover that plain whofe extent is only bound-
¢d by the horifon ; it is now covered with
groyesof date- trees,of oran ges,and fycamores;
here are perpetua]ly runnmg ftreams, and a
verdure that is conftantly varied and re-
‘newed ‘it is, in- fhort, a pi¢ture of abun-
‘dance, that delights the eye; and aftonifhes
.the i imagination. ‘By loﬁﬂg the inundation,
this. ifle has. . gained cvery year the threc

months during whlch the. Thcbms 1§ undgr
. water,

."
\
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water. - It is alfo the only part of Egypt
where the fame field produces two crops of
grain within the year, one of rice, the other
of barley.
' You will naturally i lmagme, Slt tha:t it
has increafed in length as well as: height.
Amongft feveral faGs we derive. from hif=
tory, I fhall fele& only one (7). Under the
reign.of Pfammeticus, the Milefians, with
thirty veflels, landed at the mouth of the
Bolbitine branch, now called that of Ro<~
fetta, where they fortified themfelves. They
, there built a town which they called Meze-
lis, the fame as Faotte, which, in the Coptic¢
vocabularies, has preferved thename of Me/~
Jil. . This town, formerly a {ea-port, is: at
prefent nine Jeagues diftant from it; and
this:is: the fpace the Delta has lengthened,
from the time of Plammeticus to otr day.
. Homer, that {fublime painter: of: p'eople,
and of countries, Homer {u} whofe geo-
graPhu:al details are the moft preclous mo-
- nument of that kmd tranfmxttecf to us by

(i‘) Stra!io, lib. 17. - . L A1
{#) Odyfley, book 4th. .. . .= i

P e s

suctar 2 antiquity,
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antiquity, puts thefe words into the méuth
of Menelaus, landed in Egypt. ¢ In the
¢ ftormy fea which wathes Egypt, there is
« an ifland called Pharos. Its diftance
« from the fhore is fuch, as that a veflel
¢ with a fair wind, may make the paflage
“ in a day.” (x)Proteus, inftruting Me-
nelaus, fays to him 3 ¢¢ Deftiny forbids theé
¢ to fee again thy friends, thy palace, and
¢ thy native land, until thou retarneft to
« the banks of the river Egyptus, [y/
¢ which derives its fource ffom Jupiter,
< and until thou haft offered up hecatombs
¢ to the immortal gods. .. . Hefaid,
¢ and this order, which obliged me to tra=
¢ verfe a fecond time the vaft and ftormy
“ fea that feparates the Pharos from the
‘¢ Egyptian continent, rent my heart with
11 gl'iC '"

Homer, who had travelled /2 in Egypt,

(=) Odyfley, book 4th.

" _(») The Nile was called Egyptus until the time of

Nileus, one of the fucceflors of Mendes, who, making

great works to contain it, and prevent its ravages,

gave it his name., Diod, Sic. lib. 5.
(z) Diodorus Siculus.

where
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where he had learnt from the priefts that
mythology which he makes fuch brilliant
ufe of in his poems, reprefents to us the
ifland of Pharos, which forms the prefent
port of Alexandria, as at the diftance of at
leaft twenty leagues from the coaft of
Egypt, and in this fentiment concurs with
that of the moft remote antiquity.

What prodigious changes great rivers
occafion on the furface of the globe ! how
inceflantly they repel the fea, by accumu-
lating fand on fand ! how they elevate at
their mouths iflands which become at length
large portions of the continent. It is thus
that the Nile has formed almoft all the
Lower Egypt, and created out of the waters
the Delta, which is ninety leagues in cir-
cumference. It is thus that the Meander,
conftantly repelling the waves of the Me-
diterranean, and gradually filling up the
gulph into which it falls, has placed in the
middie of the land, the town of Miletis,
formerly a celebrated harbour. It is thus
that the Tigris and the Euphrates, let loofe
from the Armenian hills, and fweeping with
them in their courfe the fands of Mefopo-

C3 tamia,
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tamia, are imperceptibl y_ﬁl}i;) g up the Per<
fian gulph. '
You havé now before you a general pic-
ture of Egypt, and of the principal pby{ical
revolutions that have happened in  that
country : I fhall next enter into particu-
lar details, which you will probably find
more interefting. It is from the center
of Alexandria, ftruck with aftonifhment
at the fight of her monuments, which the
ravages of time, and of her conquerors,
have not been able to deftroy; weeping
over the ruins of her columns, the obe-
litks that decorate her public places, and'
her temples, that I thall fpeak to you of
the City of Alexander, of the Alexandria
of the Arabs, and of the rubbith on which
the Turks prefume to beftow ‘that pom-
pous title. ' Barbarians ! who have  ftifled
in their vaft empire, the arts, the fciences,
the cities, the kingdoms. Nothing now
remains but the name of fo many noble
works, which their ignerance has fuffered
to perifh, or which their fanaticifm has de~
ftroyed. I have the honour to be, &c.

LETTER
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A defeription of Alexandria, ancient and mo-
dern, andof its antiquities, and three ports;
with an account of the various revolutions
it bas experiencedin falling fucceffruely un=
der the dominion of the Ptolemies, the Ro-
mam, the Greeks, jbe Araé.r, and the Ot-
tamam The de ﬁrzpz‘zan is_agccompanied
wzz‘b a tapagrapbt’cal chart of the city and
its environs, delmeatmg both jits farmer amf

pnyént fate.
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Alexandria.

ALEXANDRIA, Sir, merits your atten=-
tion. The rank it held amongft the moft ce-
lebrated cities (a ), the learned men it pro=
duced,  the monuments which fill teftify
.( a ). Diodorus S:culus;; who wrote at Rome under

‘AUguf’cus, fays, that Alexandria was the ﬁrﬂ: c1ty in
the- world, lib, 17.

C 4 its
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fis paft glory at the end of two thoufand
years, have aclaim on your curiofity. It was
to fatisfy that curiofity that, forthe laft three
months, I havevifited the placeswhere it has
flood; it is from reading the Greek, La-
tin, and Arabian auathors, that I learn
where to look for it, in the midft of thofe
ruins under which it now lies buried ; itis
by comparing their writings with the ob-
jects before my eyes, that I am énabled to
trace out its plan to you. Acknowledge
that it is painful to fearch for a celebrated
city, within its own walls.

Afia Minor being already fubdued, and
the pride of Tyre humbled, Alexander
marched towards Egypt, groaning under
the Perfian yoke. He became mafter of it
without a battle, becaufe the people, hap-
py to break their chains, welcomed him as
a deliverer, and received him ‘with open
arms. 'To preferve this conqueft, fo dif-
tant from his own dominions, it was ne-
ceffary to have a fortrefs, with a port ca-
pable of receiving numerous fleets. BEgypt

had no fuch ineftimable advantage ; Alex-
ander
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ander created it. A compa& country. be=
tween Lake Mareotis, and the b'eautjxf_ul
f_xarbour formed by the ifle of Pharos [5),
appeared to him adapted to his purpofe,
He there traced out the walls of a great
city, on whichhe beftowed his name, and
went himfelf to vifit the wonders of Upper
Egypt, whilft his engineer Dinochares la-
boured to carry his plan into execution,
This journey lafted upwards of a year. On

(&) Homer, as I have quoted him, rcprei’ents tha
ifle of Pharos to us as at the diftance of a day’s navi-
gation from the coaft of Egypt, becaufe Lake Mare.
otis then joined the fea, and formed a Gulph there.
In the fpace of five hundred years from the time
of the poet to the foundation of Alexandria, ca-
nals were cut inLower Egypt; Lake Mareotis, which
was the receptacle of the waters-of Thebais, retreated
a little, and ithe tongue of land -on which Alexander
built this city, appeared. When Czfar, Strabo, and
Diodorus Siculus wrote, it wathed the walls. In the
time of the Arabs, it was already half a league from
it.  Under the deftru&ive empire of the Ottomans,
it has totally difappeared. A traveller who fhould
fee this part of Egypt in our days, and had only read
"Homer, would be apt to fay with Madame Dacier,
"Pope, and other learned perfons, that his defcription
of Phares is a mere fport of the imagination.

his
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hrs return, Alexandna was almoft “finifhs
ed (zf} He peOplcd it with the mhabx-
tants of the Lemghbburmg towns, and purfu-
ed the 'dourfe of his exploits.

349Alegandria was a league and 4 half Tong,
ﬁﬁi'oﬁéf'third in breadth, which' made' the
Srcumference  of “its ‘walls about four
leagnes'fd). Lake" Mareotis bathed -its
walls on -~ the fouth, and the” Mediterra-
#thn-6r the north! 1’ Tt was interfc@ed
;cngthwxfc by, ﬁraxght _parallel freets.
This - dire&ion, Jeft.a free. paﬂ'age to the
aortherly wind, which alonc: conveys coolr
nefs’ and ‘falubrity 'into Egypt: LA ftreet
of' two thoufand feet 'wide began at’ the
uilté of' thc fea, imd temunatcd at the gatp
of Caﬂopus._ It..was decorated by magni-~
ficent houfes, by temples, and’ by publlc
the  buildings. * In’ this  extenfive range,
eye was never nred with admmng the
marble, l;he porphyry, and thc obghfks

iucal
(c) Q_umtus Curtnu.s, wt. Alex lib. 4. chAp 8
{d) Quintus Curtius.makes them 8o furlongs, or
3 leagues and a half.. Phny, 15000 Romains, or 5
leagues, , Strabo 76 furlongs, or 3 leagues:and an
3 Sighth. Diodorus Siculus, g6 furlongs, or 4 lcagues.

which
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Which “were? ‘deftined at” fomé Fufare’. d’ay"
to em’dcllnih Rome (e) andCon{’canf' nopTe.
This ftreet, the handfomeft in'the univer(s,’
was - ‘interfeded by - another of ‘the fame.
breadth (), which formed a {quare at’ their’
Junﬁlon of half'a leaguc in circumfererices
From the’middle’ of this great place;;“the’
two gates ‘were to be ‘feen at -once, and’
veflels arriving under -full fail;, from” the
north and from the fouth. - - 19
'A mole of a mile in length (g) firetched
from the continent to the ifle of Pharos, and’
divided the great harbour into two.": That
which ‘is to  the “northward preferved  his
name. A -dyke drawn from' the ifland
to the rock whercon was built the Pharos;
fecured ‘it from'the wefterly winds.>*"The
other was called Eunoffos, or’ the :Safe Re~
turn.  The former is called at prefent the
new, the latter the old harbour : a'bridge

(e) Every body knows that the ‘obelifks af Romc
have been brought from Alexandria.
~ (f) Diodorus Siculus. Strabo, lib. 17.

(g) This mole was c: alled Hepta Stadiuim, becaufe it
was 7 furlongs, or a mile lonﬂ' ;

that

g La0d
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that joins the mole to the city, ferved for
a communication between them. It was
raifed on lofty pillars funk into the fea, and
left a free paffage for fhips. ‘The palace,
which advanced beyond the promontory of
Lochiag, extended as far as the dyke, and
occupied more than a quarter of the ci«
ty (). Each of the Ptolemics added to
its magnificence. ~ It contained within its
enclofure, the mufeum, an afylum for learn~
ed men, groves, and buildings worthy of
royal majefty, and a temple where the bo-~
dy of Alexander was depofited in a golden
coffin (7). - The infamous Seleucus Ciby=-
ofa@es violated this monument, carried off
the golden coffin, and put a glafs one in
its place. In the great harbour was the
little ifland of Anti-Rhodes, where ftood
a theatre, and a royal place of refidence,
Within theharbour of Eunoftos,wasa {maller

{%) Strabo, lib. 17. fays it occupied one-third of it.

(i) Perdiccas undertook to convey the body of
Alexander to the Temple of Jupiter Ammon, agree-
able to the will of that prince. Ptolemy, fon of La-
gus, carried it off, and placed it in the palace of Alex~
andria.

one,
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one, called Kibotos (%), dug by the hand of
man, which communicated with Lake Ma-
téotis by a canal. Between this canal
and the palace was the admirable templé
of Serapis (7}, and that of Neptune near
the great place where the market was held.
Alexandria extended likewife along the
fouthern banks of the lake. Its eaftern
part prefented to view the gymnafium, with
its porticoes of more than fix hundred feet
long, fupported by feveral rows of marble
pillars. Without the gate of Canopus was a
fpacious circus, for the chariot races. Be
yond that, the fuburb of Nicopolis ran along
the fea fhore, and feemed a fecond Alex«
andria. A f{uperb amphitheatre was built
there with a race-ground, for the celebra«
tion of the quinquennalia ().

Such is the defeription left us of Alex-
andria by the ancients, and above all by
Strabo. This city, whofe foundation is

333 years prior to our %ra, was fucceffives
ly held in fubje@ion by the Ptolemies, the

(#) Kibotos, the harbour of the Arch.
(/) Strabo, lib. 17, -

(m) Feafls celebrated every five years.
Romans,
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Romans, and' the Greek emperors (7 j
Towards; the middle of the fixth century,
Amrou;: En. el Aas, Omar’s general, took
it by florm, after a fiege of fourteen 1_n_o_nth§
and with the lofs of twenty-three thoufand
men, . Heraclius, then emperor of Conftans
tinople, did not fend a fingle fhip to its af-
fiftance.  This prince affords an example
very rare in hiftory; he had difplayed
fome vigour in the firft year of his reign,
and then fuffered himfelf to be lulled into
idlenefs and effeminacy. Awakened fudden~
ly from his lethargy by the noife.of the
conquefts of Cofroes, that fcourge of the
eaft,: he put himfelf at the head of his ar-
mies, diftinguifhed himfelf as a great cap-
tain from his very firlt campaign, laid wafte
Perfia for feven years, and retarned to his
capital covered withr laurels : he then be-
came a theologian onthe. throne, loft all
his energy, and amufed himfelf the reft of
his life_with difputing.upon Monotheifm,
<i¢n) The tenth year ‘of the ‘Hegyra, the year 651 of
our era, according to Abulfeda, gg4 years after its
foundation. “Thé‘werd erayas I have obferved in the
Life of Makomet, comes from ..lﬁéba, whfrh ih Ar.gbxc
ﬁf mﬁes cm EPnﬁ svs basgadsisn 2

whlfﬂ:

o i
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whilft the Arabs were robbing him. of the
fineft provinces of his.empire. Deaf to the
cries of the unfortunate 1nhab1tants of Alex-
-andria (0)5 as: he had been to thofe of the
people of ]crufalem, who defended them-
felves for two years, he left them a facrifice
to the fortunate afcendant of the indefati-
gable Amrou.  All their intrepid youth
perifhed with - their arms in their hands. .

;. The victor, aﬂom[hed at his conqueﬁ
wrote to the Caliph (p) ¢ I have taken
< the. city of the weft.- It is of an immenfe
‘¢ extent. Icannot defcribe to you how
‘* many wonders it _contains, There are
‘¢ 4000.. batha, 12000 dealers in fre(h oil,

.,“ 4000 Jews, who pay tr,xbute, 400, co-
¢ medians, &c.”

(o) Omar led all the forces of Arabia againft Je-
‘rufalem.’’ The inhabitants-defended themfelves with
admirable conftancy. ‘They fent feveral times to con=
jure Heraclius to furnifh- them with fome affiftance,
Their prayers were of ng ayail, and they faw them-
felves compelled to furrender after 3 fiege of two )}caré,
without having been able to obtain a ﬁnglc foldlcr‘
from'an Emperor, who facrificed'his time and his
“ treafures'to procure the triumph of a new fec:i;

() Elmacin, life of Omar, [ [

E | -\»

'i‘lie
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“The library,' wherein more than 400,000
manaofcripts had been collected by the zeal
of the Ptolemies, excited the attention of
the conqueror. He demanded the Caliph’s
orders. “ Burn thefe books, replied the fu-
¢ tious Omar: if they contain only what
¢ is in the Coran they are ufelefs, and dan-
¢ gerous if they contain any thing elfe.”
A barbarous fentence, which reduced to
athes a great part of the labours of learned
antiquity. Whata quantity of knowledge,
how many arts, what a number of capital
works have difappeared from the earth by
this fatal conflagration! It is perhaps from
this melancholy epocha that we muft date
thatignorance which has covered with a veil
thofe countries, formerly the cradle of the
fciences. If three-fourths of the works that
Europe is poflefled of, were annihilated in
an inftant ; if the art of printing did not
exift, and an unlettered people were to
take poffeffion of that beautiful part of the
globe, it would return to that barbarifm
from whence it has fcarcely been refcued
by the labour of fo many ages. Such has

bccn the hard fortune of the eaftern world.
Alexandria
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Alexandria under the domination of the
Arabs ‘gradually loft its fplendor. The
diftance of the caliphs of Bagdad did not
allow them to give any effe@tual encourage-
ment to the arts and commerce.  Popula-
tion diminithed every day. In the year (g)
875 of our =ra, the old walls were pulled
down, its enclofure contraced to the half
of its ancient fize, and thofe walls were
built which exift at the prefent day. Their
folidity, their thicknefs, the hundred tow=
ers with which they were flanked, have
preferved them againft the efforts of man,
and the ravages of time. This fecond
Alexandria, which may be called that of.
the Arabs, was ftill a flourithing city in
the thirteenth century (7). The difpofi-
tion of its ftreets prefented the form of a
chequer. It had preferved a part of its
public places, and of its monuments. Its

(g) This event happened under the empire of
Elmetouak kel, the tenth Caliph Abaffid, and the one-
and-thirtieth from Mahomet, Elmain Ebn Toulon,
then governor of Egypt, and who had the proje& of
becoming independent, built them.

(v) Abulfeda, Geograph. Defcrip. of Egypt-

Vor. L. D cominerce



commerce extended itfelf from Spain to
India; .its canals were ftill fupported ; its
merchandize mounted into Upper Egypt
by Lake Mareotis, and was conveyed in-
to the Delta by the Canal of Faoué (/).
The Pharos, built by Ssfirates of Cnidos,
ftill exifted. This miraculous tower, as it
is called by Cefar, had feveral ftories, and
was {urrounded by galleries fupported on
pillars of marble. Its elevation was near
four hundred: feet (z).  On its fammit was
placed a large mirror of polifhed fteel, fo
difpofed as to enable the beholder to per-
ceive the image of diftant veflels before
they . became vifible to the eye.  This ad-
mirable edifice ferved them as a fignal.
Fires were lighted on it during the night,
to warn the mariner that he was near the
coaft of Egypt, which is fo low, that there is
great.danger of running athore before it can

(f) Tt was built under Prolemy Philadelphus.

(1) Abulfeda in his defeription of Egypt feaks of
this mirror, which feveral Arabian authors a!f5> men-
tion. He fays that it wasdeftroyed by the artifices of

the Chrlﬁnm under the reign of Oua]m’ fon of Abd
el Melee,

1063 d . be
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be diftinguithed. Alexandriain its decline
ftill preferved an air of grandeur and mag-
" nificence that excited admiration.

In the fifteenth century the Turks be-
came mafters of Egypt (z), and this was
the term of its glory. Aftronomy, gecome-
try, poetry, and grammar were yet culti-
vated there. The rod of the Pachasexpelled
thefe remains of the finearts. The prohibi-
tion of exporting the corn of the Thebais,
gave the mortal ftab to agriculture. The ca-
nals filled up ; commerce languifhed ; the
Alexandria of the Arabs was fo depopulat-
ed, that not a fingle inhabitant was to be
found in all its vaft enclofure. They had
abandoned large buildings that fell into
ruins, which nobody dared to repair under
a government where it is a crime to appear
rich, and built wretched habitations on the
fea-coaft. Already was the Pharos de-
ftroyed, one of the feven wonders of the

(#) In 1517, Sultan Selim made the conqueft of
Egypt, and the firft care of this barbarous conqueror
Was. to hang under the gate Bab Zouilé, T homambie,
the laf king of the Mameluks, whofe government
had {ubfifted for near 300 years.

D2 world,
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world, in the room of which they buile
a fquare caftle, without tafte or ornament,
and unable to withitand the fire of a fingle
veflel of the line. At prefent, in the fpace of
two leagues, enclofed by walls, one fees no-
thing but marble columns, fome of them
overturned in the duft, and fawed into
ftumps, (for the Turks make millftones
of them) and others ere&, and flill firm
upon their bafes, from the enormity of their
weight. Nothing is to be feen but the
remains of pilafters, of capitals, of obelifks,
and whole mountains of ruins heaped one
upon another. The fight of thefe ruins,
the memory of thofe famous monuments
they reprefent,excite regret in the mind,and
draw tears from the eyes of the beholder.
The modern Alexandria is a fmall town
of little extent, fcarcely containing 6coo
~ inhabitants (x), but very commercial, an
advantage it owes entirely to its fituation.
It is built on the fpot which was former-

(x) The ancient Alexandria contained 300,000
free perfons under Auguftus. 'Add to this at leaft
double the number of flaves, you will have goo,c00
fouls. 'What a prodigious difference | -© - -~

Iy
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Iy the old harbour, left uncovered by the
retreating of the fea. The mole which
joined the continent to the ifle of Pharos,
is enlarged, and is now become a part of
the main land. The ifland of Anti-Rhodes
is in the middle of the prefent town. It
is difcoverable by an eminence covered
with ruins. ‘The harbour Kibotos is
choked up. The canal which conveyed
the waters of Lake Mareotis has difappear-
ed. This lake itfelf, whofe banks were
covered with papyrus and date-trees, is no
longer in exiftence, becaufe the Turks
have neglected to preferve the canals which
conveyed the waters of the Nile (y). Be-
lon, an accurate obferver, who travelled in
Egypt fome years after the conqueft of the
Ottomans, aflures us, that in his time Lake
Mareotis was only at half aleague’s diftance
from the walls of Alexandria, and that it
was furrounded by forefts of palm trees.
At the moment I am writing, it is entirely

(y) Belon, defcription of Alexandria. He travel-
led in Egypt fifteen years after the conqueft of Selim,
now. 250 years ago.

D 3 occupied
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occupied by the fands of Lybia. 'Thefe
deplorable changes muft be attributed to
the deftru@ive government of the Turks.
The canal of Faoii¢, the only one which
at prefent communicates with Alexandria,
and without which that town could not
fubfift, fince it has not a drop of freth wa-
ter, is half iled with mud and fand. Un-
der the Roman empire, under the domi-
nation even of the Arabs, it was navigable all
the year, and ferved for the conveyance of
merchandize. It diffufed its fecundity in
the plains through which it pafled. Its
banks were fhaded with date-trees, co-
vered with vineyards, and adorned with

country houfes (z/. In our days, there is
no

(z) The following paffage of Abulfeda will con-
firm what I have advanced : ¢ Nothing can be feen
“¢ more 'beautiful than the canal of Alexandria. The
“¢ two banks lined with gardens, and fhady groves,
“ are covered with perpetual verdure, which Dafard
¢ ¢l Hadad has exprefled in thefe beautiful verfes.

¢ What amity reigns on the banks of the canal of
¢ Alexundria. The profpect they offer diffufes joy
*“ over the foul. The groves with which they are
¢ fhaded, prefent to the navigator a canopy of ver-
 dure. The hand of Aguilon (the north wind ),

: ¢ {preads



Qo N #FEXG Y P LT, 39

no water in it till towards the end of Au-
guft; and it hardly remains long enough to
1l the cifterns of the town. -The ficlds
1through which it {preads abundance, are de-
ferted. 'The groves, the gardens that fur-
rounded Alexandria have difappeared with
the water to which they owed their fertili-
ty.  Without the walls, one perceives only
a few fcattered trees, fome {ycamores, and
fig-trees whofe fruit is delicious, fome date
and caper-trees, and Kkali, that hide the
burning fands which would otherwife be
infupportable to the fight.

¢¢ {preads frefhnefsover them, whilfl it furrows up the
waters, and plays with its furface. The fuperb
date-tree,whofe pliant head languidly reclines, like

that of 2 handfome woman overcome with fleep,
is crowned with pendent clufters,

Oua khalig Elefcanderié ellati iatiha men el Nil
men abfan el mentezhat lacnno daiak Makdar el janebin,
bel Befatin oua fibieccoul Dafar el Hadad :

Ou achié achadet I'ainak menzara
Ja efferour bo le calback ou afda
Roud le mekadder cladar oua gedaoual
Nacachet aleih id ech chemal mebareda
Oua-I-Nalkhl Kelrhid ¢l haffan texainet
QOua lebes men atmarhben calaida.

Abulfeda, Defcription of Egypt:
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Still however, every fign of the ancient
magnificence of Alexandria is not effaced.
The refervoirs vaulted with much art, and
which extend under the whole town, are
almoft entire at the end of two thoufand
years. ‘Towards the eaftern part of the
palace (), are two obelitks, vulgarly cal-
led Cleopatra’s needles. They are of The-
baic ftone, and covered with hieroglyphics:
one is overturned, broken, and lying un-
der the fand; the other is on its pedeftal.
Thefe two obelifks, each of them of a fin-
gle ftone, are about fixty-fect high, by fe-
ven foot fquare at the bafe. Towards the
gate of Rofetta, are five columns of marble
on the place formcrlj occupied by the por-
ticoes of the Gymnafium. The reft of
the colonnade, the deflign of which was
difcoverable a hundred years ago (4), has
fince been deftroyed by the barbarifim of
the Turks.

(a) Mr. Pocock thinks they were placed before the
temple of Neptune, but this temple was near port
Eunoftus, and thefe obelifks are half a league from
it, near the promontory of Lochias, the {pot aﬂioncd
by Strabo for the palace.

(4) Maillet, Defcription of Egypt.
' i What
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What moft engages the ,attcnti‘on'o-f tra=
vellers, is the pillar of red granite, fituated
at a quarter of a league from the fouthern
‘gate. The capital is corinthian, with palm
leaves, and not indented. "It is nine feet
high. The thaft and the upper member
of the bafe are of one piece of ninety feet
long, and nine in diameter. The bafe is a
fquare of about fifteen feet on each fide.
This block of marble, fixty feet in circum-
ference, refts on two layers of ftone bound
together with lead, which however has
not prevented the Arabs from forcing out
feveral of them, to fearch for an imagi-
nary treafure. The whole column is one
hundred and fourteen feet high. - It is per-
fectly well polithed, and only a little thi-
vered on the eaftern fide. Nothing can
equal the majefty of this monument; feen
from a diftance, it overtops the town, and
ferves as a fignal for veffels. Approaching
it nearer, it produces an aftonithment mix-
“ed with awe. One can never be tired
with admiring the beauty of the capital,
the length of the fhaft, nor the extraordi-

nary fimplicity of the pedeftal. Iam per-
fuaded,



A2 LETTERS

fuaded, that if this column were tranf-
ported before the palace of our kings, all
Europe would come to pay its tribute of
admiration to the moft beautiful monument
on the face of the globe.

Learned men and travellers have made
many fruitle(s attempts to difcover in ho-
nour of what prince it was erected. The
beft informed have concluded that it could
not be in honour of Pompey, fince neither
Strabo nor Diodorus Siculus have fpoken
of it. They have remained in doubt; it
appears to me that Abulfeda could have
.extricated them from it; he calls it zbe
pillar of Severus (). And hiftory informs
-us that this emperor vifited Egypt (d),

gave

(¢} ¢¢ Oua efcanderié ala chat babr elroum, oua
beha elmenarat el machhoura, oua beha Aamoud Severi,

¢¢ Alexandria is built on the fea coaft ; it poflefles
<¢ a famous Pharos, and the column of Severus.” Abul-
feda, Defeription of Egypt.

(d) The Emperor Severus vifited the city of Alex-
andria. He granted a fenate to its inhabitants, who
until that time, under the fubjection of a fingle Roman
magiftrate, had lived without any national council, as
under the reign of the Ptolemies, when the will of the
prince was their oniy law.'- Seveirus did not confine

his
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gave a fenate to Alexandria, and 'deferved
well of its inhabitants. - This column was
a mark of their gratituide. The Greek in-~
{oription, half effaced, which is vifible on
the weft fide when the{un fhines npon
it, was legible, no doubt, in thetime of
Abulfeda, and preferved the name of Seve-
rus. -Nor is this the only monument
erected to him by the gratitude of the Alex-
andrians. One ftill fees in the midft of the
ruins of Antinoe, buiit by ‘Adrian, a.mag-
nificent pillar, theinfcription on whichis fill
remaining, dedicated to Alexander Seveurs.

At half a league’s diftance to the fouth-
ward of the town, is the defcentinto the
catacombs, the ancient afylum of the dead.
Winding pafiages lead to the fubterrancous
grottoes, where 'they ‘were depofited. The
{uburb of Necropolis (e), extended fo far.
In going along the fea-coaft, there is a
large bafon cut ‘out of the rock, that lines
the fhere ; on the fides of this bafon, two |

his benefactions there ; he changed feveral laws in

their favour. Spartian, chap. 17. Life of the Emperor
Severus, :

(¢) The city of the dead,; wherein there were gar-
dens, temples, and fuperb maufoleums.

beautiful
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beautiful faloons are hewn out by the chis
fel, with benches that run acrofs them.
A canal made zig-zag, for the purpofe
of ftopping the fand by its different wind-
ings, conveys into them the water of the
fea, as pure and tranfparent as cryftal. I
have bathed in this place: Seated on the
ftone bench, the water rifes a little above
the waift; the feet foftly repofe on a fine
fand. The waves of the fea are heard roar-
ing againft the rock, and foaming in the
_canal, The {well enters, raifes you up, and
Jeaves you ; and thus alternately entering
and retiring, brings a continual frefh fup-
ply of water, and a coolnefs which is truly
delicious, under a burning fky. This place
is vulgarly called the bath of Cleopatra.
Some ruins announce that it was formerly
ornamented. '
I cannot quit this city, Sir, without re-
minding you of fome of thofe memorable
events of which it was the theatre. Near
this eminence, Cafar, in deftroying the ar~
fenal of the Alexandrians, burnt a part of
the Ptolemean library. At the end of that

harbour, repulfed by his encmies, he threw
himfelf
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himfelfin full armour into the waves, and
always mafter of himfelf, forefeeing that
the crowd of fugitives muft fink his (hip,
he fwam to another, at a greater diftance.
This prefence of mind faved him, for his
veflfel was {wallowed up with every perfon
who had taken refuge in it. There, Cle-
opatra, celebrated for her beauty, her ta-
lents, and her art, entangled him in her
net, chained his unconquerable a&ivity,
and lulling him to reft in the bofom of
voluptuoufnefs, led him in her fuite in
a voyage on the Nile, when he fhould
have fet fail for Rome, whofc gates might
have been for ever fhut againft him in
confequence of this complaifance. Near
to thofe columns, fad remains of the gym-
nafium, the haughty queen of Egypt,
feated on her golden throne, received in the
prefence of the univerfe, the title of {poufe
to Antony, who facrificed to her all his
glory. Having loft the opportunities of
- victory by a blind devotion to pleafure, fhe

deftroyed herfelf by the bite of a viper, and -
he fell upon his fword, holding out by

their death a great example to pofterity.
. The
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The Maufeum, the rubbifh of which
points out the fpot where it ftood, was the
afylum of the fciences.  Appian, Hero-
dian, Buclid, Origen, Philo, and a crowd
of other learned men, cultivated them at
Alexandria. At prefent ignorance and bar-
barifm have {mothered the fine arts; a
great revolution is neceffary to reftore them
to life.

~This letter, Sir, is very long : I will not
add ‘any obfervations on the manners, and
commerce of the Alexandrians. Such de-~
tails will come in their turn. I am impa-
tient to ‘quit a place where one lives in the
midft of ruins ;- where every object infpires
melancholy ; where the inhabitants are a
mixture of Moorsand Turks, whofe crimes
have driven them from their country; where
the Bedouin Arabs come to rob you in
broad day ; where nature, in fhort, dead for
eleven months in the year, is decked with
verdure for an inftant, only to leave you a

long regret. '
..+ ; L have the honour to be, &c.

LE T-
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LETTER IIL

The route from Alexandria to Rofetta, acrofs
the Defart, with a defcription of Abou=
kir, anciently Canopus ; of the famous
Temple of Serapis 5 of the feftivals which
awere celebrated at this places of the dan-
gers which _occur in travelling over the

Jands s and of the beautiful environs of
Rofetta.

To Mr. L. M.

Rofetta.
RAVELLERSs, Sir, who go from

Alexandria to Rofetta by land, leave
the canal of Faoiié to the right, pafs near
the ruins of the great circus, and fall in
on their left with the remains of Nico-
polis. This fuburb was embellithed by
Auguftus after his victory over Antony.
For two leagues there are nothing but
heaps of rubbith, which cover the precious
relics of antiquity. One then coafts along
the beach of the fea. The view on one

fide
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fide extends over the waters, and on thé
other over a fandy country. = Seme date-
trees fcattered here and there, interrupt the
melancholy uniformity of thefe parched
plains. " The Bedouin Arabs feed their
flocks there in the winter ; in the fummer
they ¢ » e& the foda/f) in heaps, which
they burn, and fell the athes to the Alex-
andrians, who carry it into Syria, and the
ifle of Crete, where it is ufed in making
foap. Thefe wandering tribes, on the firft
rumour of a revolution in Egypt, mount
their horfes, infelt the high-roads, and
ftrip the travellers. At fix leagues from
Alexandria, one falls in with tbe Madié(g),
where there is a ferry. It is the extremity
of the Canopic branch. It beginsat Faoiié,
crofics the lake of Bebiré, which is feven
leagues round, and falls into the fea near
to Aboukir(b). This fmall town is the

(/) The Soda, or Kali, is a creeper that grows in
the fand, and produces a pure altali.
(g) Madii in Arabic fignifies the paffage of a lake or
I'IVC!'
(%) This place is known amongﬁ mariners, by the
name of Bn(m-.

ancient
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ancient Canopus; its diftance of fix leagues
from the Pharos, its fituation on the
banks of the fea, agree perfe&ly with the
defcription the ancients give us of Canopus.
Pliny, who had colle&ted the teftimonies
of antiquity, -fays, that it was formerly an
ifland.  Its local appearance makes this
credible. The grounds around it are {o low,
that the fea ftill covered a part of them in
the time of Strabo/7). The town, built
upon a rock, which forms a handfome
road for fhipping, was out of the reach of
inundations.

(%) Canopus received its name from the
pilot of Menelaus, who died there ; his tomb
was {till to be feen in the age in which St.
Epiphanes wrote. The advantages of its
fituation, its temple of Serapis, the induf-
try of its priefts, rendered it one of the
moft famous pilgrimages of Egypt. The
people flocked thither in crowds, from the

(i) Strabo, lib. 17.

(4) Strabo, lib. 17, Diodorus Siculus. St. Epi-
phanes, lib. 4. chap. 3. Thefe teftimonies confirm
the opinion of Homer, who makes Menelaus land in
Egypt. Odyfley, lib. 4.

Vor. L E moft
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moft diftant ‘provinces, and, above all,
from Alexandria. Licentioufne(s prefided
at thefe feafts ; the worfhippers of the God
were brought thither, more by pleafure than
religion. The priefts were no lefs con-
fulted as phyficians, than as interpreters
of the oracle. Expert in reftoring the
relaxed organs of their patients, by per-
fumed baths, in repairing the worn out
ftate of their ftomachs, by a lenient diet,
full of juice, and mixed with aromatics,
in exciting their imagination by voluptuous
defcriptions, they fucceeded in reftoring
fenfations to thofe who had loft them.
Thefe cures, the honour of which they
attributed to Serapis, were inferted in a
regifter, which dazzled the eyes of the
people, and {upported their celebrity.
Never had any divinity more worfhippers ;
never did priefts receive larger offerings ().

* Strabo

(1) Canopus has a temple conlecrated to Serapis,
where there is a peculiar worfhip for that God, The
perfons of the greateft honour put faith init. . .....
The priefts- are occupied in writing the marvellous
cures performed there. But what is moft aftonithing,

is
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Strabo affures us, that the canal which goes
from Alexandria to Canopus, was filled
night and day with boats full of pilgrims,
whofe fongs and dances prefented a picture
of the moft extravagant joy, and of the moft
unbounded licentioufnefs.” At this day
the canal is dry a part of the year, and the
town in ruins, offers nothing to the eye
but wretched habitations, and a caftle with
fome pieces of cannon to defend the road.
After pafling the ferry of Muadi, the
traveller finds a caravanfary, the only
afylum againft the extreme heats of a burn-
ing tky, in a journey of fourteen leagues.

is the prodigious concourfe of people, who colledt
there from all parts, at the feafls of Serapis, and who

"defcend the canal of Alexandria, Night and day it is
covered with boats, filled with men and women, who
fing and dance with an extreme licentioufnefs, Strabo,
lib, 17.

Thefe pilgrimages, in ufe in the time of Herodotus,
ftill exift in our days, The Pagans went to the
temple of Scrapis. The Turks go to the tomb of
their fantons. The Coptis to the churches of their
faints. The one and the other give themfelves up
to joy: and even the Turkifh gravity has not been
able to abolifh fongs and dances full of licentioufnefs,
which feem to have taken rife with the Egyptians.

E 2 Beyond
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Beyond that is a barren plain, where the
eye perceives neither tree, nor fhrub, nor
verdure. The fight is fatigued by a tor-
rent of light ;‘the fkin is burnt by the
ardour of the fun.  Eleven columns, placed
at different diftances, ferve as a direion
for the traveller acrofs the defart, wherein
the wind drives before it the hillocks of
fand, like the waves of the ocean. Unfor-
tunate he who is furprifed by a whirlwind -
at noon, in the middle of that folitude!
If he has not a tent in which he can take
thelter, he is attacked by torrents of burn-
ing duft, which, filling his eyes and his
mouth, deprive him of refpiration and of
life. 'The moft prudent method is, to
make this journey by night; at break of
day the traveller difcovers the palm-trees
and the fycamores(/, which crown the

banks

(m) The fycamore of Egypt produces a fig, that
grows on the trunk of the tree, and not at the extre-
mity of the branches. It is eatable, but rather dry.
This tree becomes very thick and bufhy ; it feldom
grows ftraight ; in general it bends, and becomes
crooked, Its branches, extending horizontally, and

very
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banks of the Nile, and he arrives at Rofetta,”
bathed in fweat and dew.

When after a long abode, in the midft
of ruins, and a very fatiguing journey, one-
finds one’s felf in a cheerful town, fur-
rounded with groves and verdure, the foul
expands, and one is more difpofed to en-
joy all the beauties of nature. = Such is the
fituation of the traveller who has jult
quitted Alexandria to refide at Rofetta.
Efcaped from the horrors of the defart, he
thinks himfelf tranfported into a new Eden,
where every thing prefents the image of
abundance.

Rofetta, called Rafchid by the Arabs, is
fituated on the ancient Bolbitine branch,
to which it gives its name. It was founded
in the eighth century/z). The heaps of

fand

very far, afford a beautiful fhade. Its leaf is di-
vided, and its wood, which is impregnated with a bitter
juice, is not liable to be worm-eaten, The fycamore
lives many ages.

(n) Father Sicard, Pocock, Nicburh, and the
other travellers have not fettled the period of the foun-
dation of Rofetta. Elmacin, p. 152, tells us that it
was built -during the reign of Elmetonakkels Caliph of

E 3 Bagdad,
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fand which theNile is continually accumu-
lating, no longer permitting veffels to reach
as far as Faotié. This town was built at
the mouth of the river, but it is already
two . leagues from it. Abulfeda tells us
that it was very inconfiderable in the thir-
teenth century/o). Two hundred years
after it was not much encreafed. But
when the Ottomans added Egypt to their
conquefts, they negle¢ted the fupport of
the canals. That of Faoiié ceafing to be
navigable, Rofetta became the emporium
of the merchandize of Alexandria and
Cairo. Commerce foon made it flourith,
and it is at this day one of the handfomeft

Bagdad, towards the year 870 of our wmra, and under
the pontificate of Cofma, patriarch of the Jacobites
at Alexandria. Mr. Maillet does not date its foun-
dation above one hundred years back, and thinks it
has replaced Canopus, which is an error. Profper
Alpinus has committed the fame fault.

(o) Rafchid balidé ala garbi el Nil el garbi and mefabbo
Jil babr. Rofetta is a fmall town on the weftern bank
of the Nile, nearits mouth. Belon, who travelled in
Egyptin 1 530, fays, that Rofetta was much fmaller
than Faolié, Rofetta is at prefent much larger than
that town,

towns
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towns in Egypt. It extends along the
wefltern bank of the Nile, and is above a

league in length, by a quarter of a league
_in breadth. There is ne remarkable place
in it, nor any one f{treet quite regular,
but all the houfes built with terraces,
well difpofed, and well kept, have an
air of cleanlinefs and elegance, which
is very pleafing. Within them are vaft
apartments, where there is a continual fup-
ply of frefh air, from a great number of
windows - always open. The blinds and
tranfparent linen, that they ftretch over
them, keep out the rays of the fun, af-
ford a moderate light, and temper the ex-
ceflive heats. The only public buildings
worthy of notice, are the Mofques, with
their lofty minarets, of a very light archi-
teCture, and conftructed with much bold-
nefs. They produce a very piGurefque
effe& in a town, where all the roofs are
flat, and throw great variety into the pic-
ture. The houfes in general have a view
of the Nile, and of the Delta, which form
a moft magnificent {pectacle. The river
is always covered with vefiels, mounting

E 4 and
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and defcending with oars or under fail.
The tumult of the harbour, the joy of the
mariners, their noify mufic, exhibit a2 movy-
ing and animated fcene. The Delta,that im-
menfe garden, where the earth is never
wearied of production, furnifhes the whole
year, a {ucceflion of harvefts, of vegetables,
of flowers, and of fruits. ‘This abundant
variety fatisfies, at once, the beart and the
eye. It produces various fpecies of cu-
cumbers, and delicious melons. The fig,
the orange, the banana, the pomegranate,
are there of the moft exquifite flavour.
How much cultivation would ftill add to
their excellence, if the Egyptians underftood
the artof engrafting. '

To the north of the town are gardens,
where lemon and orange-trees, date-trees,
and fycamores are planted at random. This
diforder is not graceful, but the mixture
of thefe trees, their foliage, which affords
an arch impenetrable to the rays of the fun,
with - the flowers fpontaneouily difperfed
throughout thefe groves, render the fhade of
them delightful.

When
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When the whole atmiofphere is on fire,
' when the perfpiration is burfting from every
pore, when man, panting from the exceffive
heat, fighs after coolnefs as eagerly as the
fick after health, with what joy does he
not go to breathe under thefe charming
bowers, by the fide of the rivulet that
waters them ! It is there that the Turk,
holding in his hands a long pipe of jafmin
adorned with amber, thinks himfelf already
tranfported into the garden of delights
promifed him by Mahomet. Cold, indif=
ferent, almoft void of refletion, he fmokes
a whole day without wearinefs. Living
without defire, and without ambition, he
never cafts a curious look towards futurity.
"That activity which torments us, thatadi-
vity, the foul of all our talents, is'a ftranger
to him. Content with what he poflefies,
he neither invents nor brings any thing to
perfection ; his life appears to us a long
fleep ; and ours feems to him a continual
ftate of intoxication : but whillt we are
running after that happinefs which eludes
us, he enjoys peaceably the bleffings of-
fered him by natare, and which cv;fy
o
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day prefents to him, without troubling him-
felf about to-morrow.

Itisin thefe gardens, that young Geor-
gian girls, fold into flavery by their inhuman
parents, lay aftde with the veil that covers
them, that decency they obferve in public,
Free from all reftraint, they there perform
- lafcivious dances, fing tender airs, and re-
cite romances, which difplay the natural
pi@ure of their manners and their plea-
fures. Born in a temperate climate, they
have received from nature a foul full of
energy, and adapted to the tumultuous
paffions ; tranfported into Egypt, the fire
of the atmofphere, the perfume of the
orange-flower, the emanations of the aro-
matic plants convey voluptuoufnefs into
all their fenfes ; it is then that their whole
attention is devoted to one objet; one
only defire torments them, one only want
makes itfelf moft powerfully to be felt; and
the conftraint of their fituation adds vio-
lence to their pafiion.

Commerce conftitutes the principal wealth
of the inhabitants of Rofetta. The im-

portation of foreign merchandize to Cairo,
and



Oz e E ¥ P T 39

and of the produions of Egypt into the
port of Alexandria, employs a great num-
ber of mariners.  They make ufe of
Scherms (P ), light boats, with a lateen fail,
which, being without decks, are very dange-
rous. A fudden guft of wind throws themon
their fide, and finks them. The Bogaz g/,
fo they call the bar at the mouth of theNile,
is to them a formidable fhoal. The wa-
ters of the river combat with the fea to
find a paflage. When the wind frefhens,
the waves there run mountain-high, and
form whirlpools, which {wallow up vefiels.
The bogazis very fhallow, and in the fpace
of a league, there is ufually only one paflfage
of a few toifes breadth, where thips can
pafs. ‘This paffage is continually fhifting.
Night and day a boatman is founding with
the lead in his hand, to point out to na-
vigators the courfe they muft purfue; but

(p) Scherm fignifies the velocity with which the
boats cut the water. The failors of Provence (in
- France, who are the principal European navigators
to this country) have corrupted this word, and call it
germ.
(¢) The word Bogaxz expyefles the agitation of the
waves,

frequently
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frequently all their {kill is unable to mafter
the wind and waves ; they mifs the paffage,
firike on the fand, and in a few mi-
nutes, all is overwhelmed in a whirlpool
of mud and water. Every year is marked
by a great number of fhipwrecks. = Seve- °
ral have happened fince I have been in this
country. It was but yefterday that a vef-
fel richly laden perithed on the bogaz.
'The paffengers threw" themfelves into the
water. Anold man, worn down with years,
holding by the maft, difappeared with it.
Three young girls were {fwallowed up, after
ftruggling a long time againft the waves
and the current. Two robuft mariners
got to land. A woman of thirty years of
age, who, with her girdle, had faftened a
child fhe was fuckling, fwam with vigour;
the defire of faving her fon fuftained her
courage. After an hour’s refiftance againft
the violence of the waves, this tender mo-
ther was on the point of perithing, a
vitim to her maternal love. The boat-
men perceiving her, plunged into the
Nile, and flew to her fuccour. - Spent
with fatigue, the was fcarcely able to f{up-

' port
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port herfelf. They fwam to her fide, raifed
her up, and brought her fafely to the
{hore. Thefe melancholy fcenes are fre-
quent. The bar of the Nile is totally
fhut during two months of the year, and
the commerce of Alexandria is interrupted.
But fhould it become altogether impracti-
cable ; fhould all the fhips in Egypt perith,
the Ottoman government would not re-
move one inch of ground of the canal of
Faoiié, to render it navigable. It f{uffers
every thing to go to ruin, and repairs no-
thing.

I have much more to fay to you on the
{ubject of Rofetta’; but as I intend to pro-
long my ftay in that town, I fhall wait
until obfervation, and the fociety of the in-
habitants enable me to tranfmit you frefh
details,

I have the honour to be, &c.

LET-
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LETTER 1V.

An account of Rofetta, its origin, commerce,
inbabitants, and gardens 5 and of the pro-
ceffion of the Plilli, or the eaters of ferpeats.

To Mr. L. M.

Rofetta,

OsET T A, Sir,is a curious place of

refidence for an European. A thou-
fand new objes ftrike his eye. He thinks
himfelf tranfported into another world.
The human race, the productions of na-
ture, every thing is different. A profound
filence reigns in the town, uninterrupted
by the noife of any carriage. Camels fup-
ply their place. The inhabitants march
deliberately along, without fuffering any
thing to difcompofe their gravity. Long
robes hang down to their heels. Their
heads are covered with heavy turbans, or
bound round with a fhawl (7). They
cut their hair, and let their beards grow,

(r) The fehale or fhawl, is a long piece of ftuff
made of filk or wool, which they wrap round the head,

The
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The girdle is made ufe of by both fexes.
The citizen is armed with a knife, the fol-
dier with a fabre, and a pair of piftols.
The women of the lower clafs, whofe drefs
confifts of a large blue fhift, and a long
pair of drawers, have their faces covered
with a piece of linen, with holes oppofite
to the eyes. 'The rich wear a large white
veil, with a cloak of black filk, that wraps
up their whole body. One would imagine
they were in domino. A ftranger dares
hardly look at them; it would be a erime
to fpeak to them. But thefe mafks are
not fcrupulous in making figns, nor in
ogling. As this is the only language
which can be fpoken in public, it is more
exprefiive, carried to greater lengths, and
brought to more perfection here than in
Europe. Every thing is faid, and won-
derfully well underftood, without opening
the lips.

The country round it is as different from
the environs of Paris, as Rofetta is from 2
town in France. An immenfe furface,
without a mountain or hill, interfected by
innumerable canals, is covered with har-

vefts
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vefts ; tufted fycamores, whofe unperifhs
able wood protects the labourer’s earthen
cottage, into which bhe retires during the
winter, for in fummer he fleeps under the
fhade ; date-trees colleted in groves, or
fcattered over the plain, crowned at top with
enormous clufters of a {weet and whole-
fome fruit. Caflia-trees, whofe bend-
ing branches are decked out with yellow
flowers, and bear a pod [/, well known
in medicine; orange and lemon trees,
that have never been mutilated with the
fciffars, and which, extending their per-
fumed boughs, form vaulted rcofs im-
penetrable to the rays of the fun. Thefe
are the principal trees to be met with in
the Delta. Winter never ftrips them of
their leaves. They are decorated the whole
year, as well asin the firft days of {pring.
The foil is a black mud, the fertility of
which appearsto be inexhauftible. Itis con-

() This filiqua or pod, relembles a {mall long cu-
cumber. It is the caffia made ufe of medicine, The
caflia of Egypt is much preferable to that of America;
but as it is dearer, the druggifts neglet it. The Egyp-
tians ufe the flower of the caffia-tree as a laxative.

tinually
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tinually produ&ive withoutever lying fallow.
They are juft preparing fome rice-fields:
Oxen with bandages before their eyes, turn
draw-wheels, which empty the water into
a bafon from whence it fpreads over the
fields, which are fuffered to remain a week
overflowed. When the ground his tho-
roughly imbibed it, men; women, and
children, all naked up to their waifts, go
into the mud, wherein they fink very deep,
and eafily take up all the roots of the plants.
This labour finithed, they pluck the rice
(t) of a foot high; dand tranfplant it into
the rice-field. Covered with water every
day, it grows with an aftonifhing rapidity.
At the end of July the lands lying on the
banks of the Nile, and on the borders of
the canals are planted with it. It 1s
cut in November; and the fheaves {pread
on the ground. A man {feated on a low
cart, drawn by two oxen, and which has
fharp wheels, drives over the ftraw, and
cuts it into pieces. It is then winnowed,
feparated from the grain, and carried

{t) This word comes from the Arabic roug.

Vor. I, F inta
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ifito barns where they make ufe of 2 mill
to take off the hufk. Thus prepared, it is
thixed with falt, and fhut up in doufes (),
fmade of the Ieaves ‘of the date-trees.

The rice in the neighbourhood of Roea
fetta is called Sulrans. It is 2-miftake to
imagine that fome of it is brought to Mar-
feilles. Deftined for the fupply of Con-
ftantinople, its exportation into foreign
countries is moft rigoroufly prohibited. It
is at Damlctta that the peop]e of Provence
go to feck their cargoes.

As foon as the rice is cut, the planters
tear up the ftubble, give a flight tillage to
the earth, and fpw barley, which very foon
ripens.  They who prefer hay, overflow
the field immediately after the rice crop,
and fow it with lucerne /x/). It fprings
up with fuch rapidity, that at the end of
twenty days, it is a foot and a half high,
and grows fo thick, that its furface appears
one folid mafs of verdure, They mow it

(z) The word conffe is Arabic. It fignifies the oval
bafkcrs ‘made of the date-leaves, wheérein the rice is
kept. .

(x) The Arabs ca‘ﬂ it Barfim ; there is no other
kind of hay in Egypt.

three
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three times before the feafon proper for
tranfplanting the rice, fo that the fame field
in the courfe of twelve months, furnithes
two harvefts, one of rice, the other of
barley; or four crops, one of rice, and three
of hay, This abundance is no where butin
the Delta;, where the grounds, lower than
in the Thebais, admit of being watered the
whole year; by the means of canals and
wheels, which raife the water.

The town of Rofetta has linen manufac-
tories. ‘The flax of the country, which is
long, foft, and filky; would make very beau-
tiful linen, if they knew how to employ it ;
but the fpinflers are very inexpert, the
thread they make at the fpindle is clumfy,
hard, and uneven. The linens they bleach
{erve for the table, the reft, dyed blue, are
employed for the clothing of the people.

In my excurfions in the environs of Ro-
fetta, I went to fee the caflle built by the
Mamelukes, to defend the entrance of the
river ; it is a fquare building, flanked
with four towers, lined with cannon.
It is fituated a league to the north-
ward of the town, on the weftern bank of

F 2 the
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the river. A platform furnithed with ar-
tillery, is oppofite to it. Thefe two forts
altho’ very inconfiderable, would be fuffi-
cient to ftop veflels from entering, did the
Turks know how to make ufe of cannon ;
but they have here no occafion for it.
Nature has taken care to defend the mouth
of the Nile, by raifing a dangerous bar,
the terror of navigators. It would be im-
pofiible even for gun-boats, to pafs it, if the
boatman of the Bogaz were not to point out
the courfe.

To the fouthward of the town, on the
bank of the Nile is a fmall eminence, from
the middle of which rifes an ancient tower
half buried by time. A large femicircular
bafon, at the foot of it, announces a pért
which has been choked up by the fand. A
Turkifh merchant having made them dig a
few years ago at the bottom of this hillock,
found twenty beautiful marble pillars. This
difcovery was his ruin. The Beys imagin-
ed that he had carried off a treafure from
it, and ftripped him of his fortune [y/).

The

(y) Meflieurs Nieburh, Shaw, Pocock, Father
‘Sicard, take no notice of it. Mr, Maillet, who was
2 mj=
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The learned who have vifited Egypt, have
not endeavoured to difcover what town for-
merly ftood here. Mr. Danville fufpedts
that the ancient Bolbitina muft have been
at 2 very {mall diftance from the fpot on
which Rofetta now ftands. He is not de-
ceived ; for the ruins I defcribe are at the
extremity of the town, and can only be-
long to the Bolbitina, which Stephen of
Byzantium {peaks of, and which gives its
name to one of the branches of the Nile.
This place is very picturefque ; the tow-
cr falling into ruins, is furrounded by
tombs. To the weftward is a defart plain,
- whofe burning extent the eye cannot look
over without horror. The infinite number
of rays refle&ted from the fands, injures the
fight, and the pi¢ture of fterility infpires
the mind with gloom. But on turning te
the eaft, what a ftriking contraft! what a

2 minute obferver, has remarked that there had been
an ancient town at this place, and thought it was Ca-
nopus. But the fituation of Canopus is fo perfeétly
deferibed by Strabo, Pliny, Diodorus Siculus, 3¢
that it is impoflible not to difcover that #boukir oc=
cupies its place.

F 3 - chighthll
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delightful landfcape! It is a majeftic river
covered with boats ; it is the Delta, where
the graces of the fpring, the beauty of the
fammer, the rich luxuriance of the autumn
are moft profufely united. As far as the
eye can carry you, you have verdure, fruits,
and harvefts.  Is not this the image of that
Eden, where the Creator placed the firft
inhabitants of the world ? i
You are acquainted, Sir, with the Pfylli
of antiquity, thofe celebrated eaters of fer-
pents, who amufed themfelves with the
bite of vipers, and the credulity of the
people. Cyrene, a town fituated to the
weft of Alexandria, formerly a dependency
of Egypt, reckoned a great'many of thefe
people amongft its mhabxtants You know
that the unworthy O¢tavius, who wifhed
‘to gratify his vanity by chaining Cleopatra
to'his triumphal car, vexed at feeing that
haughty female efcape from him by death,
made one of the Pfylli fuck the wound
made by the afp which bit her. The at-
tempt was fruitlefs ; the poifon hgd,g;l;cady
corrupted ‘the mafs of blood.  She was;
not reflored to life. 'Will you believe it,
: Siry
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Sir, thefe very caters of ferpents flill exift
in oar days. A fa& to which I was 3
" witnefs will convince you of it,

. Laft week was celebrated the feaft of Sids
Tbrabim (=), which drew a vaft concourfe of
people to Rofetta. A Turk permitted me
to come to his houfe to fee the proceffion.
Seated at the window, I obferved attentively
this new {peétacle, The different bodies
of artizans gravely marched along under
their refpe@ive banners, The ftandard of
Mahomet, which was carried in triumph,
attratted a vaft crowd. Every body was
defirous of touching, of kiffing it, of putting
it to his eyes, Such as were fortunate
enough to partake of that favour, returned
contented. The tumult was inceflantly
renewed. At length came the Cheiks (the
priefts of the country) wearing long caps of
leather, in the form of a mitre, They
marched with folemn fteps, chaunting the
Coran. A few paces behind them, I per-
ceived 2 band of madmen, with their arms

(z) The Lord Abrabam. The Arabs defcended fr.om
Abraham by Ithmaél, hold him in great veneration,
and celebrate a feaft annually in honour of him.

F 4 bare,
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bare, and a wild look, holding in their
hands enormous ferpents, which were twift-
ed round their bodies,. and were endea-
vouring to make their efcape (2). Thefe
Pfylli, griping them forcibly by the neck,
avoided their bite, and notwithftanding
their hiffing, tore them with their teeth,
and ate them up alive, the blood ftreaming
down from their polluted mouths.  Others
of the Piylli were firiving to tear from
them their prey; it was a ftruggle who
fhould devour a ferpent.

The populace followed them with amaze-
ment, and believed it to be a miracle.
They pafs for perfons infpired, and poffefled
by a {pirit who deftroys the effect of the bite
of the ferpent. This defcription, which I
‘give you after nature, at firft frightened
me, and then made me refleét an man,
that ftrange being, for whom poifon be-
comes food ; that credulous being, whofe
eyes are not opened by the fpectacle re~

(a) The Pfylli, who inhabited Cyrene and its
peighbourhood, had a fecret antidote ggainit the bite
,c.)f ferpents.  Straby, lib. 17. It was pechaps by eat-
ing their flefh that they deftroyed the effect of theirbite.

newed
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newed every year 3 and who in the ‘blind-
nefs of his ignoranee, is ready to wortfhip
as a God, his fellow creature who has the
art to impofe on his underftanding. You
{ee, Sir, thofe ancient ufages are not loft in
a country where cuftom, that imperious
tyrant of the world, has peculiarly efta-
blifhed her throne, and her altars.

I have the honour to be, &c,

r

LET.
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LETTER V.

Journey Jrom Rofetta to Boulac. — Obferva-

~ tions on the manner of navigating the Niles
the canals which are detached from it ;
the towns, villages, and bamlets on their
banks ; the cultivation of the lands, their
productions, and the cufloms of the inba-
pitants, :

To Mr. L. M.

Rofetta, the Oétober, 1 1777.

ERE we are, Sir, on board a mach,

It is a large boat with two mafts,
which has a handfome chamber, and a
cabinet hung with matting curioufly work-
ed. A tent raifed on the deck, formsa
thelter from the heat of the fun. Itis from
this Belvidere, that I thall defcribe to you
the objecs that ftrike me. It is now one
o'clock ; we weigh anchor ; the fail is fil-
led; the north wind, which blows almoft
conftantly at this feafon, carries us up the
river
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yiver very eafily againft the current. We
advance rapidly, and the wayes foam under
i_he bow of our little vefiel. Alrcagi_y the
lofty .minarets of Rofetta difappear in the
- clouds. Charming profpe@s chkim onr
attention every inftant. ‘The banks of the
Nile are lined with reeds. The plain is
covered with harvefts. The rice is nearly
at maturity, and the wind agitating the
{urface, makes it refemble the waves of the
fea. The peafant, occupied in d1re&1ng
the watering neceflary for his fields, opens
or fhuts his dykes at pleafure. The ox
turns the noify wheel which raifes up
the water.  Along the plain, differ-
ent hamlets, compofed of earthen hus,
prefent themfelves to view, fome houfes
built with bricks dried in the fun, and a
{mall mofque, whofe minaret is loft amongft
the tops of the trees. Surrounded by o-
range and palm-trees, and {ycamores, they
feem to {pring out of the verdure. We
have pafled feveral villages, and an ifland,
whofe «fummit is crowned with water=-
melons, of which we have laid in our
ftock, Itis impoflible to.be furfeited with

them.
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them. Nourithed in a fruitful foil, ripened
by a burning fun, the pulp diffolves in the
mouth, and furnithes a fugary water, which
is delicious in this hot country. But what
‘renders them infinitely more valuable, is,
that they are very wholefome, and may be
eaten to excefs without any inconvenience.
This ifland is between the villages of Be-
rimbal, and Mehallet el Emir.

Before we arrived at Deirout, a handfome
‘town on the weftern bank of the Nile, we
‘faw the mouth of a canal, that probably
difcharges itfelf into the lake of Bebire,
by which there wasa communication with
Canopus. 'Thefun is now on the decline.
He gilds with his departing rays the top
of the minarets of Faoiié, which we per-
ceive in the fhade. "We fhall pafs the

night before that town.

From on board, the 2d O&ober.
Faoiié, Sir, is greatly fallen from its

« former confequence. 'When Belon (4)
travelled

(%) Belon, as I have already faid, tfavcl,led in
Egypt in the fifteenth century, about fiftecn years
after
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travelled in Egypt, this was the largeft
town in the country after Cajro. The Ve-
netians had a conful there. ‘The merchan-
dize was tranfported up the canal which
conveys the water to Alexandria. Since
it is no longer navigable, Rofetta has be-
come a flourithing place, and Faoii¢, with
its commerce, has loft the fource of its
riches. I have run through it with the
Janiflary who accompanies me. Large
buildings falling into ruins; {quares filled
with rubbifh ; brick houfes badly taken
care of; fome mofques without ornaments;
an impoverifhed people, and few in num-
ber; fuch are the fad remains of the cele-
brated city of the Milefians (¢). In the
neighbourhood of Canopus, fhe has preferv-
ed a tint of her corrupted manners, The
inhabitants permit the women of pleafure

after the Ottoman conqueft, This valuable natura-
lift vifited a great part of the eaftern world, and
brought to France feveral new plants. It is to him
we are indebted for the ever-green oak, which pre-
ferves a faint image of the fpring during the winter.
(¢) 1 have faid in my firft letter, that the Milefians
built the town which new bears the name of Faoiié.

publicly
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publicly to- oceupy a kan, and fhut theif
~ eyes to the diforders they commit. They
attack the paﬂ'cngcrs, and perform in their
prefence, the fongs and dances cuftomary
in that country. Nothing can be more
libertine that their fongs; nothing more
lafcivious than their looks and geftures.
In the environs of this town was Naucrates;
founded alfo by the Milefians.

- From on board, the 3d O&obers

Tbe northerly wind, always favourable
to our withes, has haftened the dawn; the
failors have fpread the fail. We overcome
with eafe the rapidity of the current. We
have pafled feveral low iflands almeft under
water, and fome hamlets; that we perceive
through clumps of verdure. We are five
miles” from Faoiié, oppofite the mouth of
the canal formed by Alexander, and
which the negligence of the Turks has
fuffered to be partly choked up. Follow-
ing its courfe, at four leagues within the
country is the.fmall town of Damankour,
infhabited'by Copti and Mahometans. It
1s the Hermpolzsfaam of Ptolemy. Strabo

places



ON EGYPT. = %H
places it o the river,. but by that muﬂ: be
underftood the canal of Alexandria, ‘Abul-
feda 'has marked 'its fituation well (d).

The neighbouring country produces a great
deal of flax, coin, barley, and t:btton,
‘which is an annual plant.

As we advance, we perceive a multitade
of boats going up the river under fail;
others that go down, and drive with the
ftream. The mariners amufe themfelves
with their rough and noify mufic. They
mix their hoarfe voices with the found of
the tambour de bafque, and of the wild
flute made of réeds. Thefe concerts do not
charm the ear ; but the joy they infpire,

(d) Damanhour is a town of Egypt, fituated to the
fouth-eaft of Alexandria, near to the canal that con-
veys the water there. It is the capital of the Bebiré.
1t is called Damanbour from the defart. Qua men
balad mafr Damanbour. Oua bhie fi-l-chark, oua-I-
genoub,  Oua hie caadat elbehiré.  Qua lcha Kalig
Blefeanderié.  Oua taaref Damanbour el ouachech.

Abulfeda. Defcription of Egypt.

Ttis fo called to diftinguifh it from two towns of the
fame name, and becaufe it is not far from the defart,
where are the lakes of Natrouns

reaches
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reaches the foul of thofe who hear them,
Droves of oxen low in the meadows. The
pca[ants,l difperfed over the plain, are water-
ing their crops. The girls defcend from
their villages to wath their linen, and draw
water. ‘They are all at their toilet. - Their
pitchers, and their clothes are on the bank.
They rub their bodies with the mud of the
Nile, plunge into the river, and fport a-
mongft the waves. Several of lthcm are
now fwimming around our boat, crying
out iz jfidi at maidi, Seignior, give us a
medin (¢). They {wim with a great deal
of grace. Their hair flows in trefles on
their fhoulders. Their fkin is very brown

and fwarthy, but they are in general
well made. The facility with which

they bear. up againit the rapidity of the
current, proves what ftrength and fupplenefs
the moft delicate perfons may acquire by

exercife. (). So after wathing her gar-
ments, was the beautiful Nauficaa, bathing

(¢) The medin is a fmall piece of copper coin
filvered over, which is worth fix liards of France, or
three farthings Englith.

(f) Odyfley, book the 6th,

1 herfelf
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herfelf with her companions, when Ulyfles

appeared quite naked before them/g ). The
wind frefhens ; our bark cuts the water

~ with rapidity. ‘The courfe of the Nile is
very crooked, and every elbow prefents us
a frefh landfcape. Here appears a village
which lofes itfelf in the horizon ; there
ftands a large burgh with its mofque near

(g) Ulyfles was fhipwrecked on the coaft of the
Pheacians, Overcome with fatigue, he had fallen
afleep amongft the bufhes, on a bed of leaves. Nau-
ficaa had come with her companions to wafh their
garments on the bank of the river. After bathing,
they amufed themfelves with throwing flones. One
of them falling near Ulyfles, awakened him. He went
towards the place from whence he heard the cries.
At the fight of 2 man who had nothing to cover his
nakednefs but the bough of a tree, all the flaves ran
away. The daughter of Alcinous zlone remained.
She liftened with dignity to the tale of the unhappy
{tranger, comforted him, called her followers, and
commanded them to wafth him, and clothe him with
a tunic and a cloke. The poet has painted with
wonderful art in Nauficaa, the noblenefs of a perfon
of high rank, who does not fly at the fight of 2
man without clothing, from a certain confidence in
her own virtue, and from the refle@ion, that he is
poflibly an unfortunate perfon, whom fhe may have
it in her power to relieve.

Voi. I+ G to
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to 2 wood of orange-trees. - On every fide
we difcover pigeon-houfes of a pyramidal
form, where innumerable flights of pigeons
are colle@ted. Fed in thefe fertile plains,
their fleth is fat and of a delicious flavour;
they only coft three medins, (or two-pence
farthing Englith) the couple; The Egyp-
tians manure with their dung the grounds
wherein they plant their water-melons.
Night approaches. The Nile is filled
with pirates, who attack the boats under
~cover of the darknefs, cut off the heads
of the paflengers who are off their guard,
and rob them of their effeéts. We have
caft anchor near a little hamlet. The cap-
tain has collected his crew, and is very
gravely recounting to them many wonder-
ful tales. His audience fitting round, is
liftening to him with the greateft atten-
tion. |

From on board, the 4th O&ober.

We have pafled the night between a
little ifland and the mouth of the canal of
Menouf. © This canal comes out of the
branch of Damietta, and runs into that of

-Rofetta,
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TRofetta, interfecting the Delta in an ob-
lique dire@ion. It is-fifteen leagues long,
“very wide, and is navlgable for ‘boats three
months of the year. At four leagues from
“its ‘'mouth is the pleafant town of Me-
nouf (4 ), the capital of the province of
that name, and the refidence of a Bey.
It is fituated in the midft of rich' fields
fown ‘with corn, beans, bamier (i), and
dourra (%), and thaded by groves of tama-
rind'and date-trees, inhabited by vaft num-
bers .of turtle-doves, which, never hearing

(b). The Delta is divided into two provinces, in
which two Beys refide. Menouf is the capital of the
upper, and Mehallé ¢l Kebire of the lower province.
‘The former is called Menoufié, the latter Garbié.

(i) The bamier is a plant which produces a pyra-
midal hufk, with feveral compartments, of the colour
of a lemon, and filled with mufky feeds. This hufk
dreffed with meat is a wholefome food, and has a
very agrecable flavour. The Egyptians make great
ufe of it in their ragouts.

(%) . The dourra, or millet of India, is a lofty plant,
with the leaf of a reed. It bears a membrane, which
contains ,a number of feeds, of which the peafants
make their bread. Tournefort calls it milium arun-
dinaceum’ plano alboque femine.  Linnwzus, holcus dora
glumis villofis feminibus compreffis arifatis.

G 2 tht‘
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the terrifying noife of powder, are as tame
as domeftic pigeons.

From fun-rife the north wind had filled
our fails. We pafs between iflands on
which the grafs is very high, and where
they are driving the buffaloes to pafture.
A fhepherd feated on the neck of the fore-
moft of the drove, defcends into the river,
fmacks his whip, and leads the way. . The
whole drove follow in a row, lowing as
they fwim along to their pafture, and dif-
charging out the water from their wide nof-
trils. Thefe animals live in the Nile during
the heats ; they plunge up to the thoulders,
and feed on tender grafs that grows along

the banks.
Behind a wood of date-trees and fyca-

mores, which terminates our profpet to
the fouthward, arife the lofty minarets of
Terrdné, ‘'This fimall town, fituated on the
weftern bank of the Nile, is only eight
leagues from the monaftery of St. Ma-
caire. The natroun, which the Egyp-
tians make great ufe of, is brought
thither from two lakes. A few miles
higher, is the little harbour of Quar-

: dan
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dan (}}; under the fhade of the palm-
trees, where Father Sicard burnt heaps of
ancient manufcripts which were thut upina
Pigeon‘-houfe, under pretence that they were
books of magic Thus does blind fanati-
cifm deftroy, in a moment, the treafures
of whole ages! The fan has run half his
courfe; we have left Ouardan on our right;
if the wind holds we fhall be this evening
at’ Boulac.

Before all' the villages we pafs, the
children of both fexes are exercifing them-
felves in {wimming. They cover their
bodies with mud, plunge into the water,
return to the bank, and again throw them-
felves into it. Swimming is a pleafure

(1) The following is the paffage of Father Sicard :
¢ I had intelligence that there was in that village a
¢¢ pigeon-houfe filled with papers, full of magic cha-
¢ radters, which had been purchafed of fome religious
¢ Copti and fchifmatics. Without meeting with
¢ any refiftance, I made fuch ufe of them as was my
‘ duty, and I fixed up in their place a crucifix of
¢ Jerufalem, which the Copti revere with a great deal
‘¢ of devotion.” Lettres Edifiantesy p. 53 It appears
. that he burnt, on the fpot, thefe manufcripts filled
with hieroglyphic chara&ters.

G 3 which
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which neceflity has made a law for:them.
All Egypt in faét is interfeéted by wide and
deep canals, which are full of water in the
time of the inundation. It is often necef-
fary to crofs feveral of thefe, to go from
one village to another. On thele occafions
men and women throw off their thirts: and
drawers, and, making a diadem of them
round their heads, {fwim over the river. But
what would furprife an European, is to
fee the Egyptian women, who, under thefe
circumftances, preferve only a {mall piece
of linen to cover themfelves, put it on their
Jaces. A Turk would find no- difficulty
in explaining this phenomenon.
We are arrived at the point of the Delta.
It is here that the Nile divides itfelf into
two branches, and is two miles wide at this
place, called by the Arabs édatn el bakara,
the belly of the cow. We now have the
firft fight of the tops of the two large py-
ramids, which are at eight leagues diftance
from us. The fetting fun tips them with
his departing rays. They refemble fum-
mits of two mountains that lofe them-
felves in the clouds. All hail to the two
moft
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moft ancient monuments of the induftry of
man! The very fight of them infpires a |
religious awe. How many generations have
difappeared from the face of the globe, fince
thefe enormous maffes have refted on the foot
of the mountain they are built on! Night
has covered them with his thade. Our fai-
lors, now near the end of their voyage, make
the air refound with their fhouts of joy.
The lanthorn is juft lighted, which is to
prevent us from being run againft, and per-
haps funk, by the prodigious number of
boats which mount and defcend the river.
They have all got fires in them, and we are
failing in the midft of an illumination, the
appearances of which vary every inftant. It
is eleven o’clock at night. We are cafting an-
chor before Boulac, the port of Grand Cairo.

G4_ LET-
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Defeription. of Grand Cairo, the capital of
Egypt: Refearches concerning its origin,
according to the authority of the moft emi~
nent Arabian writers,

To Mr. L. M.

OR thefe nine months pait, Sir, I have
: been an inhabitant of Grand Cairo, that
immenfe city, where the Europeans crawl
in the duft, and where the name of
Frank #) is a reproach. The.fanaticiim
of the Mahometan religion reigns here
triumphant. It is here that the Muflul-
man, eat up with ignorance, thinks himfelf
the moft {ublime being in the univerfe,
and attributes to himfelf with a fecret
complacency, the words contained in the

() The moft abufive term the Egyptians can be-
ftow on any perfon is to call him Frank ; which is the
general denomination of all the Europeans amongft
them,

note,
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note (7). This eracle, which is believed
by every one of them, nourithes their pride.
They confequently trample under feet all
thofe wha have not their faith.  To avoid
infults from the populace, and to'ful'ﬁ_l'the
intention of my voyage, I have affumed the
Turkith drefs and manner. My {kin,
burnt by the {un, is become Egyptian. A
fhawl covers my head and conceals my hair.
My cheeks are thaded by long whifkers.
Thanks to this metamorphofis, and to the
cuftom I have of fpeaking Arabic. I walk
about the town, I run over its environs,
and I live with this ftrange people. Cu-
riofity very often leads me farther than is
juftified by prudence ; but the voice of rea-
fon is weak, when a commanding paffion
has the {way. It is to this defir¢ of {eeing
every thing, that you will be indebted for the.

(n) You are the moft excellent peaple in the univerfe.
You enjoin equity, you forbid crimes, you believe in God,'
&ec. The Coran, (tranflated by the author) vol. 1it,
page 663 and this other verfe:

Cretainly the Chriflians, the infidel Fews, and the idola-
ters, are the moft perverfe of men, but the believers
who pradlife virtue, are the maf? perfelt work of heavena
Coran, vol. 2. page 246.

details
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details I fhall give you, which will have
at leaft the merit of Zruth to recommend

them.
Grand Cairo is a modern town. ‘The

oriental hiftorians eftablith this fa& fo
clearly, as to leave no room for doubt. I
will give you their own words; for when
one withes to treat a particular point of
their hiftory, themfclves cam only furnifh
fuch information as may be relied on.

. % (o) In the year 358 of the Hegyra,
¢ Javhar, general of Moaz, {prung from
« the princes of the Kirouan, came into
¢« Egypt at the head of a formidable army,
« and took it from the Abaffides ().
“,Thenccfofward the prayer was in the

(o ) Elnacin, page 222.

(?) The caliphs of Bagdad ﬂeepmrr on their thrones,
were gradually ftripped of their vaft dominions, by the ‘
governors, and nothing remained to them of that
power which had threatened the whole world, but a
pompous title, and the barren prerogative of being the
firft named in the prayers of all the mofques. The
conqueft of Moaz deprived them even of this honour,
which was not reftored to them till 207 years after,
when Salla Eddin, of the family of the Aioubites, be-
came mafter of Egypt.

¢ name
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« -name of -the Fatimites (g). The con=
¢ queror being in want of a place to cfta-
« blifh his foldiers, laid the: foundation of
Elkabera (r) built a palace there tolodge
¢ the emperor, and -made the great men
¢¢ and the foldiers inhabit the: new towns
Four years after Moaz quitted his do~
minions in Barbary, and came to enjoy
his conqueft. That year the building
of Grand Cairo was finithed, and the
empire of the Fatimites eftablifhed.

¢ Moaz, in an injunction he gives his
fon, makes ufe of thefe wbrds; The
« inftant of the foundation of 'their town
‘¢ was marked by the afcenfion of Mars(s),

-

(14

"

€

(11

(g) The Fatimite cahphs denved their origin from
Ali who efpoufed Fatima, the daughter of Mahomet.
In the year 296 of the Hegira, they founded a kingdom
on the coaft of Africa, and reigned there till the year
56?;- ) The town called by the Europeans Grand
Cairo.

(s) The ditches were dug which were to furround
the town, the materials were prepared to fill them, the
aftronomers obferved with their inftruments, the paf-
fage of Mars over the meridian; a fignal announced
that moment, and the foundanon of Elkabera was 1aid
amidft fhouts of joy.

'of
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« of that Mars who fubdues: lthe‘univcrfc.‘
¢ Tt is on account of this'horofcope that I
« have given it the name of E!/I'aﬁem ( ? j 12

(the Vicorious).

The foundation of Grand Cairo having
beenthefubjectof error and difpute-amongft
the learned, and amongft travellers (),
permit me, Sir, to'add to the teftimony of
Elmann, the defcription of Abulfeda (x ).

This

(). The word elkaber is the name of the planet Mars,
and fignifies at the fame time victorious.

(u) Profper Alpinus fays, that Grand Cairo is the
Memphis of the ancients. Foyage &’ Egypte, page 17.
Father Sicard pretends that Grand Cairo was built by
Ebn el Aas, Omar’s lieutenant. Lettres edifiantes, page
466. 'The paffages I' quete are fuficient to refute
thofe European writers, whofe opinion, deftitute of
proofs, contradiéts all the monuments of oriental hif-
'tory.

(x1** Qua ala janeb el Foftat men chamaliha, me-
¢ dinet elkahera, ahedfha elkolfa elfatemioun. Ella-
< zin Zaharou Belgarb, tom melekou el mafr; oua
¢ kan aoual’ men melek menhom bemafr Moazebn
$S ISHRADIOE « « 00w o o Oua akhtat elkahera fi féne
¢ teffaa oua khamfin, oua talat maiat ; oua canct cl-
““kahera biftanlebe tailoun, ala elcarb men medinet
¢ melkhom elmaroufé bel¢ataiah ; oua famet elkahera
4 Teltefaoual ai ickhor men khalef amrha ; oua elka®

““hera
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“This writer, celebrated bgth asa geographer
and hiftorian,, gives many interefting parti-
culars, whieh ‘are .J_lD‘-.Whﬁrc. elfe to be met
with.- ,

e On the ﬁde of F oﬁ:at (- y) towardwhe
£ nort,h, is.the town of Efkabera, whxph{was
« founded by the Fatimite caliphs. Thefe
¢ princes who had founded an empire on
¢ the coalt of Barbary, made themfelves
< mafters of Egypt.. The firft conqueror,
« and who reigned there, was Mozz; fon
< of Elmenfor . . .; Helaid the f:éunda-
“ tion of Cairgin theyear 359 of the He-
“ gira..... Thefpot he built it on,

“ was a garden belonging to the fon of
¢ Toulon (%), and which was near the

‘¢ royal

& Hera leiftala chatt el Nil, belfi charkio; oua el Foftat
« g]a hafat el Nil; oua hie mahatt, ou acllaa lelmara-
¢ keb, oua befabab Zalek far el Foftat a&tar rezca,
¢ oua arkas afaara men el kahera.” Albulfeda, De-

<« feription of Egypt.
(y) Foftat is the town we improperly call old Cau'o
(=) Toulon, a celebrated governor of Egypt, revolt-
ted againft Abou Elabbas, fon of Elmetouakkel, the 15th
Abaffid Caliph, in the year 264 of the Hegn‘a: and
made himfelf mafter of the country. His children ot;-
Y
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“ royal “quarter of Catdiab (a); where he
fixed his refidence. ' ‘The new town was
s« called Elkabera(the viGtorious), as a pre-
« fage of future triumphs over its enemies,

¢ Jtis not, Ilkc Foftat, fituated on the Nile,
“ but a little to the eaft of the river. The
« ‘fituation of the latter is more favour=
¢ able'therefore for commerce. * Boats come
<« there from all parts of Egypt; ‘and every
«¢ articlé of living-is very cheap.”

The fituation 6f Grand Cairo, as 'Abul-
feda informs us, and as experience has
convinced me every day, is not fo advan-
tageous as that ‘of Foftat. It diftance
from ‘the Nile is not its only difadvantage.
The barren chain of the Mokattam fur-
rounds it to the eaftward. This mountain,

-

ly re;gned there till the year 292. Subdued by
Mihammed, general of Moltefi - Bellab, the 17th
Abaflid Caliph, they were -conveyed to Bagdad,
0 L el v e ' ‘ '
(@) Toulon built to the north of Foftat, a fuburb, fo
confiderable as to obtain-the name of the royal town
of Cataiah. This fuburb, which at prefent forms part
of Grand Cairo, fill contains the magnificent mofque
built there by that prince, and the palace he inhabited,
“known at this day by the name of Calda el-kabech.

totally
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totally without verdure, prefents nothing
to the eye but a dry fand, and ftones cal-
cined by the fun (4)." When the northerly
wind does not blow, it refle&s a“fuﬂiéc"itin‘
heat upon the town. One breathes a
fiery air, and coolnefs is no where to be
found before the night. For a long time
therefore, there was nothing but gardens,
country-houfes, and barracks for the troops.
It owed its fudden encreafe to an event I
fhall relate with pleafure, becaufe it is con-
nected with our hiftory.  “ The French,
« under king Lufignan, had extended their
conquefts in Syria, and carried their vic=
torious arms even into Egypt. In the
year 564, of the Hegira, they took Be/-

i<

(%) ¢ Oua fi féné arba oua fettin oua khamf€ maiat
< elfrangi melekou belbes, oua nahabouha, oua cata-
¢¢ lou ahelha, oua efrouhom; tom farou men helbes

< oua nazelou ala elkahera oua haferouha.

Feharas
Schavuar medinet mafr raufan men en eimlekha el-

frangi; fe baquait elnar tehrokha arbaat oua kham-
fin ioum ; oua fanéh Jehasuar elfrangi, ala elf elf
dinar, iehmelha elethom, fe hamal elethom maiat
elf dinar, fe falhom en ierhelou an elkahera
. ¢ leicdur alagema elmal oua hafalo, fe rahalou.. Abal-

‘¢ feda.

46

¢ beis
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¢¢ Jeis by ftorm, put a pact of the inhas
« bitants to the fword, and led the reft
“ into gaptivity. - Encouraged by thefe
¢ fuccefles, they marched towards Grand
‘e« Cairo, and touk it. Schasuar, king of
« Egypt, fearing left Foftat fhould fall in~
¢¢ to their hands, fet fire to it; the flames
¢ {pread rapidly, and the town burnt for
« four and fifty days. - This weak . prince,
« unable to expel by force his enterprizing
« enemies, had recourfe to {tratagem ;
¢ he gave them a hundred thoufand di-
« nars (crowns of gold), and promifed
¢« them a million, if they would leave the
«_country. They quitted it, and loft both
¢¢_their conqueft, and the promifed fum.

~ Grand Cairo profited by the difafter of
Foftat. The wretched inhabitants aban-
doned their heaps of athes, to take refuge
in the new town, which affumed the proud
furname of Mafr, attached to the capital
of Egypt. Salah Eddin (¢/ foon came

to

'(c} The famous Salah Eddin, who fought for twen-
_ty years againft the Franks, and who almoft entirely
expelled them the eaftern countries, was named gover-
nor
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‘to eftablifh there the dynafty of the Aiou-
" bites. ’

«¢ In the year 572 (d) of the Hegira,
¢¢ he built the walls that furround Grand
« Cairo, and the caftle fituated on'Mount
«¢ Mokattam. It is about 29300 cubits,
« (three leagues) in circumference. They
¢ worked at it until his death (¢).”

The walls ftill exift almoft entire; but
they are concealed in many places by rub-

nor of Egypt by Nour Eddin in the year 564 of
the Hegira. Three years after he became king of
it. He extended his conquefts rapidly into Syria and
Mefopotamia. This prince, born at Tecrit, a ftrong
place between Bagdad and Moful, in the year 533 of
the Hegira, died at Damafcus, in the year 582.

(d) < Fi hade efléné (etnin ouakham(é maiat) amar
¢¢ Salah Eddin beinan eflour eddiar ala mafr elkahera,
< oua elkalaat ala eggebal elmokattam. Oua dour
¢¢ telk teflaat oua acherin elf draa, oua talat maiat draa,
< oua lam izel elamlil a en mat. Life of Salah Eddin.

_(e) This paflage formally deftroys the opinion of
Father Sicard, who fays that this caftle was built by
queen Semiramis, and the opinion of Meflieurs Shaw,
Nicburh, and a great many other writers, who take
it for the fortrefs of Babylon, founded in Egypt by the
Perfians,

Vor. 1. : H bith
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bith and by houfes. There are feveral
gates, ofa ﬁmp]e and lmajeﬁic ftyle of archi-
teGure. Thefe edifices, and fome mofques
merit the admiration of travellers. Sz/zh
[Eddin, the patron of literature, built'an uni-
verfity in the quarter of Caraffe, and the
handfome mofque which covers the tomb
of Schaffey, the founder of one of the four
fe&s of the Sunnites (). It is ftill exift-
ing ; but the buildings of the univerfity are
falling into ruins. The academy Djames
Elafhar (the mofque of flowers) replaced
it. 'The arts and fciences flourithed there
until the moment that the Turks got pof-
feflion of Egypt. That epocha was their
tomb. Enemies of every branch of human
knowledge, they have extinguifhed them
throughout the whole extent of their vaft
empire.

Their ftudies in our days are confined to
theology, of which the innumerable com-
mentators on the Coran have made an ob-

(f) The Sunnite fe&s, called orthodox by the Ma-
hometans, are thofe of Schafeiy of Hanef, of Hanbali,
and of Maleki,

fcure
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fcure chaos; the grammar, neccfi‘ary for
rcad‘mg corrc&ly that book, which includes
their religion, and code of laws ; and dftro-
logy, a cience infeparable from an igno-
rant nation.

Grand Cairo until the 14th century, was
one of the richeft and moft flourithing ca-
pitals in the world. It was the emporium
of Europe and of Afia. Its commerce
extended from the ftreights of Gibraltar, to
the lower parts of India. The difcovery
of the Cape of Good Hope, and the con-
queft of the Ottomans, have robbed it of
a great part of its fplendor, and its opu-
lence. But notwithftanding many of the
canals which conveyed thither the treafures
of the eaft and of the weft, are choked
up, and although this town groans under
the yoke of a Pacha and four-and-twen-
ty beys, its admirable fituation, and the
fecundity of the foil of Egypt, procure
it fo many advantages, that in the cir-
cumference of three leagues, it ftill con-
tains an immenfe population, and great
riches. ' I hope, Sir, that thefe hiftorical

H 2 facts
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facts will ferve to afcertain the origin of
Grand Cairo. Before ‘I enter into fur-
ther particulars, it appears proper to make
you acquainted wWith Foffat, which T have
often fpoken of. ‘That fhall be the fubje&
of my firft letter,

I have the honour to be, &c.

LET.
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LETTER VIIL.

Tbe jbundatzon of Foftat by Amrou Ebn
Elaas. Defcription of the town, its in-
habitants, antiquities, and the ancient ca-
nal which extended to the Red-Sea ; with
a refutation of thofe authors who fuppofé

this place to be the ancient Babylon, found=
by Semiramis.

TO M.l'- Lo M.

HE town of Foftat, Sir, common-
ly called O/d Cairo, has been the
fubjeét of great difcuffions amongft the
learned (g ) who have written upon Egypt.
The greateft part of them having fought

for

(g) Mr. Maillet pretends that it was in the town
of Foltat that the governors of Egypt, for the empe-
rors of Conftantinople, refided, when Amrou, {fon of
Elaas took it after along fiege. Defeription de I Egypte,
fome premiery p. 194.—It is a miftake.

Mr. Shaw, who relates the opinion of the geographer
of Nubia, fays, ¢¢ The town of Foftat is precifely the
‘¢ fame we call Mafr, a name taken from Mifram,ion
¢ of Cham, the fon of Noah ;—Peace be to whow ;—
% for it i he who was jts firft founder.,” Qbferva-

H3 fions
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for its origin in Greek and Latin authors,
have deceived themfelves. . Had they open-
ed the annals of oriental hiftory, they would
have difcovered the truth they were in fearch
of, and their defcriptions would have been
free from a multitude of errors. I fhall
follow the plan I have traced out for my-
felf, and inftead of my opinion, fhall lay
the faéts before you,

¢ (b ) In the twenticthyearof the Hegira,
¢ Amrou, fon of Elaas, built Mafr Foflat,
«¢ on the fpot .where he had formed his
¢ camp, previous to his going to befiege
¢¢ Alexandria, His tent remained in that
¢ place, becaufe he would not deftroy the
¢ neft of a pigeon, which had laid her
¢ young there. The ger';cral on his return
tions geographiques fur la Syrie, et I Egypte, p. 24. a
la note, 'This opinion is far from the truth.

Father Sicardy who quotes'Flavius Jofephus, gives
the following words: ¢ Old Cairo was the ancient
¢¢ Leté. Cambyfes fettled the Babylonians in that tows
¢ who dwelt in Egypt after the conqueft of Babylon.”
Leitres Edifiantes, page 473. Old Cairo was not
founded in the time of Flavius Jofephus, as hiftory
aflures us; but the fortrefs of -Babylon, at near a

* league’s diftance from that town, was in exiftence.
(5]} Elmacin, hiftory of the Arabs.
e from
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¢ from his conquefts, laid the foundation
¢« of a town there, to which he gave the
¢ name of Fq/i‘az', (which ﬁgniﬁ.es Tent, in
s¢ Arabic).”

This paffage points out with precifion
the foundation of Foffas. ‘The governors
fent by the Caliphs made it their place of re~
fidence. It took the furname of Mafr (i),
which Memphis had borne, before and
which the Arabs always beftow on the ca-
pital of Egypt. Its fituation on the banks
of the Nile, and near a canal that commu-
nicated with the Red-Sea, rendered it in a
fhort time very flourifhing. Itwasabout two
leagues in circumference, when Schaouar,
five hundred years after its foundation (%),
delivered it up to the flames, to prevent it
from falling under the dominion of the
French, Tts power terminated with this
epocha, With its inhabitants, it loft its
commerce and its riches. It was then that

(i) The Arabs pretend that AMifram, the fon of
Cham, fettled in Egypt. They call that country
therefore Mafry 2nd give the fame name to the tows
which becomes the capital.

(#) See the preceding letter,

H 4 Grand



184 1L..ET 98 BN

Grand Cairo having become the refidence
of the grandees, and the kings of the coun-
try, received the pompous epithet of Mz,
and that Foffaz, aflumed that of Ela#,
which fignifies zbe ancient, which it bears
at this day (7).

The learned Abulfeds, adds fome cir-
cumftances to the defcription of Elnacin,
which throw a great light on hiftory.
«« Amrou fon of Elaas, after conquering
« Egypt, laid the foundation of Foftat un-
<« der the caliphate of Omar. Near the

(1) Never have the oriental hiftorians given Foftat
the name of Cahera, (Cairo). They firft call it Fof-
tat, then Foffat Mafr, and fince its decline, Mafr
Elatik. It was the Venctian merchants who called
it Old Cairs, and travellers have repeated this im pro-
per denomination.

¢¢ QOua Foftat mediné mahedta benaha amrou ebn
¢ elaas, lamma fatah diar masr fi khalafet Omar,
«¢ Oua can i mauda el Foftat Cafr men bena elaouail
¢¢ jecal lo cafr elchamah, fe can Foftat amrou be Jjaneb
¢ el jameh elmarouf bejameh Omar be mafr. Qua
¢ lam tezel mafr, oua hié Foftat courch lelmemleké
¢ eddiar elmafriat hetta taula ahmed ebn Toulon.
Oua bena lo oua Pafquero elcataiah fi chemali mafr.
Qua bena and elcataiah djameh elmarouf be djaméh
¢¢ ‘Tailoun,” ﬁ&u}f:dé, defeription of Egypts P 33.

“ fite
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«¢ {ite on which he built it, was 2 caftle
« of anancient conftruion, called the Caffle
“ of the Lights. The mofque of Omar,
< built at a little diftance from the {pot
«« where the general had pitched his tent,
<« was enclofed within the walls of the
« town. [Foffat Mafr was the feat of the
¢« Egyptian empire until the time of Ebn
Toulon, who built to the northward of
its walls thefuburb of Cazaiab. He retired
«¢ thither withhisarmy,andfounded thecele.
‘¢ brated temple (7 ) which bears hisname.”

The enclofure of the caftle, Abulfeda
fpeaks of, is ftill exifting; it is an ob=-
long fquare, {urrounded by thick walls,
the antiquity of which firikes the eye; it
is fituated to the eaft of Foftat, on the de-
cline of Mount Mokattam; fome Chrif-
tians inhabit the ruins, and the Greeks
and Coptis have churches there. Several
ancient arches ftill exifting, in the {pace
between it and the river, others half de-
firoyed, and a building of a hexagonal

i€

(m) 1 have fpoken of this temple in the preceding

letter ; it is one of the handfomeft mofques in Grand
Cairo, '

form
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form, raifed on the banks of the Nile, an
nounce the ruins of the aquedu& which
{upplied it with water. This, Sir, is the
Fortrefs of Babyln, the fubje&t of num-
berlefs refearches and errors of the learned,
Is was founded by the Perfians when they
ravaged Egypt under Cambyfes, or as other
writers will have it, when Semiramis vifit-
ed this country, at the head of a formi-
dablearmy (). Strabo has defcribed it {o
as not to be miftaken. The Perfians, wor=
fhippers of the fun, kept up a perpetual
fire in it, which gave rife to the name be-

ftowed on it by the Arabs of zbe Caftle of
he Lights (c).
Luighto ) 7

{7) In mounting the Nile above Heliopolis (the
modern Matarée, fituated at two leagues from Grand
Cairo) is the caftle of Babylon, fortified by art and
nature. It was built by fome Babylonians who with-
drew thither by the permiffion of the fovercign. The
‘Romans keep in garrifon there onc of the three legions
ftationed in Egypt. From that fortre(s the mountain
has a gentle flope to the bank of the Nile. One hun-
dred and fifty flaves are continually employed there in
raifing the water, by means of wheels and an aque-
“du&.  Strabs, lib, 17.

(2) Mr. Nieburh has given a figure of thijs
obloag fquare in his plan of Cairo, but he took it for

ad Cl=
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Mafr el Atik is not half a league in cir-
cumfcrcnc&,rhut it is fh.ll very populous,
and has a gopd deal of tradc Itis the har-
bour for the boats whlch come from Up~
per Egypt; and. it is from thence they
take their dcparture‘rtp_r remoupt into, the
Said (p/). The Copti are very numerous
 there, and have feveral churches. The mo®t
confiderable is that of St. Macaire, where
their patriarch is inftalled, Within the
church of Saint Sergius is a grotto, held
in great veneration by the Chriftians. ‘They
pretend that the holy family, flying from
the perfecution of Herod, took refuge in
this place, I faw the hiftory of that flight
painted on the gate of a niche where mafs
is faid. The oriental drefs is perfeétly ob~
ferved in this picture, and the head of the
virgin is tolerably well painted. The truth
of the coffume, too much neglected by mo-
dern painters, often deftroys the effect of
their moft beautiful compofitions. .

a citadel, which he fuppofes, without any reafon, to
have been built by the Arabs.

(#) The Arabs call Upper Egypt Said, which com=
mences. above Mafr Foftat, and terminates near to 4/~
Jouan, formerly Sienna,

At
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At the entrance of Old Cairo, is an
hexagonal building, each fide of which is
eighty feet, and one hundred high. A
range of fteps, very eafy of afcent permits
the oxen to mount 'it, where they turn
a wheel which raifés'the water to the top.
Five bafons receive, and pour it into anaque-
du&, fupported by three hundred arches,
which conveys it into a refervoir. From
thence, other oxen raife it by the means of
freth wheels, up to the palace of the Pacha.
This building is the work of the Arabs.
They have formed it on the plan of that
defcribed by Strabo, the ruins of which are
between the citadel of Babylon and the
Nile. All the difference is, that the Ma-~
hometans make ufe of oxen, inftead of men.

The environs of Mafr Elatik are cover-
ed with ruins which mark its ancient ex-
tent, and which, in default of hiftorical
monuments, would fufficiently atteft that
it is a modern town. They have not in
fa& that chara@er of majefty with which
the Egyptians imprefled their edifices, and
which time itfelf has been unable to efface,
Amongtt thefe heaps of rubbifth we difco-
ver neither fphinx, column, nor obelifk.

Within
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AWithin the town, thick walls furround a
large place, where the corn of the The-
bais is dcpoﬁted that is deftined for the
{ubfiftenice of the troops. This enclofure
is called Jofeph’s Granary. This name
has impofed on fome travellers, who, with-
out examining, have taken it for the work
of the fon of Jacob; but this monument
has no appearance of antiquity, and hifto-
ry informs us that it was built by the Ma-
meluk fovereigns. It is at Memphis, the
refidence of the Pharaohs, that Jofeph,
overfeer of the corn of Egypt, eftablithed
his magazines.

At the extremity of Mafr Elatik, near
the water caftle, begins the Kbalig (g¢)
which traverfes Grand Cairo, and is opened
every year with great {olemnity. Almoft
all the modern writers have attributed its

conftruétion to the emperor Trajan (7 /,

founded

(g) The Arabs call by the name of #balig all the
canals formed by the hand of man.

(7) Mr. Shaw calls it the canal of Trajan. Obfer-

Vations geographiques fur la Syrie et fur I Egypte, p- 27+

r. Pocock fays; <¢ Oppofite to the refervoir of
b water which ison the Nile, is the canal that con-

¢ veys
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founded on this paffage of Ptolemy, Jetween
Helispolis and Babylon, 7uns thé river Tra-
jan ; but that Emperor cut no canal in
Egypt; it is to his fucceflor who built the
town of Antinoé, that a work of this kind
muft be afcribed. The canal meant by
Ptolemy, begins at a league and a half be-
low Old Cairo, and pafles near Heliopolis ;
it is that which Macriz: (s) names with
reafon the Kbalig of Adrian Czfar.

The origin of the canal whofe opening
is before Mafr Elatik, is too well delcrib-
ed by Elmacin, to {uffer thofe: who confult
oriental hiftory to confound it with that of
Adrian. Amrou having announced the
iaking of Alexandria to Omar, and fent
fome camels laden with corn to Medina,
then laid wafte by famine, the Caliph con-
gratulated him on his fuccefles, adding

€ yeys it to Cairo, which appears to me the fame that
« Trajan formed.” Defeription de I Egypte, tome pre-
anier.

Father Sicard, going beyond the reft, fays; ¢ It is
¢¢ the canal that Ptolemy calls Amnis Trajanus, Quin-
“ tus Curtius, Oxins, and the Arabs, Merakemi.,”
Lettres edifiantes, p. 470.

(s) Macrizi, hiftoire de 'Egypte.
thefe



O:N: £E6 Y P T 111

thefe words, ¢ (¢) Cut a Khalig, by which
*¢ the produce of Egypt may be tran{port=
<« ed into the fea of Colzomm, (u), and from
«¢ thence to the port of Medina. Amrou
«« executed this grand proje&t, and dug the
¢« Khalig,'which was called zhe River of the
¢ Prince of the Faithful (x). Boats going
¢ from Foftat, conveyed the articles of
¢ Egypt into the Red Sea.”

Such, Sir, is the origin of this famous
canal, which travellers, copying from one
another, call the Amnis Trajanus. It takes
its rife near Foftat, traverfes the whole
length of Grand Caire, fills the lakes of
that city, and lofes itfelf four leagues be=
yond it, in the Birgue (y) of the pilgrims
of Mecca. The different princes who fuc=
ceflively have occupied the throne of Egypt,
feveral of whom were enemies of the Ca-
liphs, have fuffered it to be choked up.

(1) Elmacin, hiftoire des Arabes.

() Colzoum, is the Arabic name for the Red Sea.
which is taken from the little town of Cslzoum, whole
ruins are at fome diftance from Suez.

(x) Khalig el emir el moumenin.

(y) Birgqueisan Arabic word, which fignifies a large
piece of water, It
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It no longer conveys its waters to the Red
Sea ; but as it is cut through a rock for the
fpace of twenty-four leagues, the mud and
fand with which it is filled might cafily be
removed. By opening this important com-
munication with the Red Sea, Grand Cairo
would again become the richeft and moft
commercial capital in the world.

I hope, Sir, that your love of truth will
pardoﬁ me thefe difcuffions, as they ferve
to illuftrate feveral points of hiftory, hither-
to hidden in profound darknefs. I fhall
foon have the opportunity of prefenting you
with more pleafing pictures. The country
I inhabit is another world, which daily af-
fords new fcenes. I fhall endeavour faith-
fully to paint them; you fhall hear the
. Turks converfe ; you fhall fee them act;
and I will leave you the higheft gratifica-
tion of an enlightened mind, the pleafure
of judging for yourfelf.

1 have the honour to be, &c.

LET.
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1ok TLEAER CVIE -~
Extent of Grand Cairo.  Defeription of the

Sfreets, fquares, and myfques, and of the
palace of Salah Eddin, buslt upon an
eminence which commands the town ; and
where are fo be feen fuperb columns
of granite, with the famous awell of
Tt -

To Mr. L. M,

Grand Cairo.
RAND  Cairo, Sir, is built along the
«canal of tbe Prince of the Faithful,
and is a league and a half from north to
fouth, and three-quarters of a league from
eaft to weft. To difcover its extent, one
muft mount up to the caftle built by Sa/ab
Eddin, on mount Mokattam (%), which

(2) Mokattam fignifies cut. This rock is fo called
from being feparated by art from the mountain, which
beginning at the catarads, terminates at this place.
It is only aboutra hundred paces diftant from it.

Vor. L, 1 comynands
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commands the town that forms an im-
menfe crefcent around it.  In the midft of
that mu.ltitudcof‘»_heuféﬁ whfch appear
heaped together in the fpace of three
_leagues, it is ‘impoflible ‘to follow the dj-
tection of the ftreets, which are narrow
and. crocked. One ‘can only -diftinguith
here and. there large vacancies, ‘which be«
come lakes during the encreafe of the Nile,
and are gardens the reft of the year.  Inthe
month of September they are paffable in
boats; in April they are covered ‘with
fowers and with verdure. Amongft the
numerous temples with which this city
is filled, fome of them rife up like citadels,
Such is the mofque of Sultan Hafian, into
‘which the rebels withdrew in the time of
fedition, and from the'top of which they
battered ‘the caftle ‘with cannon. Thisg
large edifice, the grotefque fculpture of
whofe cornice projets - confiderably, is
covered. with a vaft .dome.  The fagade
is encrufted with precious marbles. At
‘prefent the gates are walled up, and 1
guard of janiffaries defends the approach
Tor it bl

i Within



D NIFE G WP T. 115

Within the walls of Grand Cairo, are
upwards of three hundred mofques, the
greateft- part of which have feveral mina-
rets, < They are very high fteeples, of a
very light archite@ure, and furrounded ‘'with
galleries: - They give an agreeable variety
to the city, otherwife too uniform, from
the univerfal flatnefs of the roofs, which are
all in the form of terraces. It is from thefe
minarets that the public criers call the
‘people to prayers at the hours preferibed by
the law (2). About-eight hundred voices
are to be heard at the fame irftant in every
quarter of the town, reminding the people of
their duty towards the Deity. The found
of bellsis odious to the Turks. They pre-
tend ' that it huorts the ears, that it does
not addrefs itfelf to the heart, apd that it
is only made for beafts of burthen, This

- opinion they derive from Mahomet. - That
great politician, wifhing every thing to have
‘an objet in his religion, that it might

(a) That is to fay, at fun-rife, at noon, at three
o’clock, at fun-fet, and about two hours after. Thefe
‘prayers are named Salaas ¢! fezrs el dobr, ¢l afr, el mag-
reb, el ache. - ' ' T

12 eap-
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captivate, at once, the mind and the fenfes,
reje@ted the trumpet, made ufe of by the
Jews, and the rattle of the oriental chrif-
tians. He thought that the human voice
would make more impreflion upon man
than the noify found of infenfible brafs, and
procured from heaven a formula 5/ fa~
vourable to his defigns.

The caftle of Cairo, placed on a fteep
rock, furrounded by thick walls, fupported
by large towers, was very ftrong before the
jnvention of gunpowder. But as it is
commanded by the neighbouring mountain,
it would not fuftain the fire of a battery
from thence, two hours. It is more than
a quarter of a league in ‘circumference,
There are two very fteep ways up to it, cut
out of the rock, which lead to two gates, en-

(%) The following is the formula: God is great,
1 declare that there is only one God. I ayer
that Mahomet is his prophet. Come to prayer ;
come to adoration. God is great. He is the only
_one,

Allab Acbar. Echhed en la ila ella allab echbed on
Mahammed ragoul allab, bai ala es falat. Hai ala ¢l
falak. Allah Achbar. La ila ella allab.

trufted



trufted to the guard of Affabs (c) and
Janiffaries. The former occupy the lower
part of the fortrefs, and the others, what
is properly called the citadel. It is from
thence, that with fix wretched pieces of
cannon turned againft the apartment of
the Pacha, they force him to retire as
foon as the Beys have gwen him the
order.

The interior of the caftle contains the
palace of the Sultans of Egypt, almoft
buried under their ruins. Domes over-
thrown, heaps ofrubbith; gilding and paint-
ing, whofe colours have braved the injury
-of time; fuperb columns of marble fill
ftanding, but almoft all without capitals;
thefe are all that remain of their ancient
magnificence. It is in one of the halls of
thefe ruined buildings, that the rich carpet-
ing is fabricated, which the Ewmir Hagg (d)

(¢) The Affabs and the Janiflaries are corps of
‘troops maintained by the Grand Seignior, but are fold
to the grandees of the country.

{d) The Bey who is employed to efcort the caravan
that fets out every year for Mecca, takes the name of
Emir Hagg, prince of the caravan,

13 carrics
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carries every year to Mecca. ‘The old one
is carried off by the pilgrims, who tear
away pieces to make relics of them, and
the new one ferves to cover the Caaba, or
temple of Abraham (7).

The Pacha refides in a large building
which has nothing remarkable, and whofe
windows look upon the place called Cara
Maidan. 'The audience ball where the
divan is held three times a week, is as long,
but not fo wide as that of the Palais at
Paris, (not fo large 'as the Guildhall of
London.) Itis ftained with the blood of
the Beys, maffacred in the courfe of afew
years, by order of the Porte. At this day
they are in fa@ the fovereigns of Egypt.
The reprefentative of the Grand Seignior
is only a vain phantom that they fport with.
They keep him to anfwer their purpofes, and
fend him off difgracefully, whenever their
intereft requires it. Kept a prifoner in his
own palace, he cannot ftir out of it with-
out their permifiion. To fuch a point of
humiliation is the dignity of the Ottoman

(¢) See .;’,{brégi de la Viede Makomet, p. 4.
fovereign.
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fovereign degraded! To fuch a degree of
weaknefs is that empire reduced, which
thireatened to give chains to Europe!

At the extremity of Cora maidan is the
mint, where they coin a prodigious quantity
of medins and fequins, () which are ftruck
with the die of the Cheik Elbeled (g). Thave
feveral times vifited thefe works. - The fe-
quins are made of the gold-duft brought by
the caravan of Abyflinia. The intendant of.
the mint affured me that it furnithed

them annually with upwards of four
millions.

One of the moft curious monuments
to be admired in the caftle, is the well of
Jofeph (5 ), hewn out of the rock. It is

(f) The fequin is a piece of gold worth about feven
livres, ten fols, or fix fhillings and three-pence Englith,

(g) The moft powerful of the Beys of Grand Cairo
takes the name of Cheik Elbeled, Governor of the
country, and affumes the right of coining moneys

(k) Mr, Pacock fays, that a Vific called Jofeph
funk this well about 700 years ago, by order of Su]t?.ll
Mahommed, fon of Calasun. 'The Egyptians aflert,
that it was the work of Salah Eddin. It is certainly,
however; a work of the Arabs, and not of the Baby-
lonians, as Father Sicard pretends.

I 4 twe
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two hundred and eighty feet deep, by forty-
two in circamference. It confifts of twq
different excavations, which are not per-
pendicular one to the other. A fair.
cafe, whofe defcent is very gentle, winds
round it. The partition which fepa-
rates it from the well, is formed out of
the rock, and is only fix inches thick,
Some windows made in it at ftated in-
tervals, light this flight of ftairs; but as
they are {mall, and the light comes from
a great diftance, it is neceflary to have
candles to conduct you. When you arrive
at the foot of the firft perpendicular, there
is an efplanade with a bafon. It is there
that oxen turn the wheel which raifes the
water from the bottom of the lower
well. Other oxen placed above, raife it
from this refervoir by the fame me-
chanifm. ‘This water comes from the
Nile, and, as it filters through a fand
impregnated with falt and nitre, it is

brackifh.
In the quarter of the Janiflaries are the
ruins of the palace of Salah Eddin. One
| there
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there fees the divan of -Jofeph (i), the’
dome of which, and part of the walls, are
fallen. There are fill ftanding thirj:y co-
lumns of red granite, the fhafts of which
of fingle ftones are more that forty-five feet
high. The difference of their fize, and of -
the fculptured ornaments around their ca-
pitals, announce that they have been
brought from ancient monuments. At
fome diftance from thefe beautiful pillars,
is a charming belvedere. It i1s a faloon
fituated in the higheft part of the citadel,
from whence the view extends over an im-
menfe horizon. One {ees the whole ex-
tent of Grand Cairo, a multitude of mofgues
and minarets, and on the fide of Boulac
a rich country covered with harvefts, and
inter{perfed with groves of date-trees.
Mafr Foftat appears to the fouth-weft, and
the plains of the Said, which, when they
are overflowed by the Nile, offer to the

(i) Salah Eddin was called Fofeph fon of Aioub.
His other names are fo many high titles given him by
the Mahometans, on account of his vi&ories over the
Chriftian princes, whom he expelled Syria. ’

VIEW
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view here and there different hamlets, built
on eminences, now converted into iflands.
"This landfcape is terml'utcd by the pyra-
mids, which, like the tops of moun-
tains, lofe themfelves in the clouds. One
is never tired of running ones eye over fo
many variegated and commanding objects.
I have more thanonce enjoyed this delight-
ful fpecacle. ‘The frefh air one breathes in
this lofty fituation, the coolnefs one enjoys
there, adds a new charm to the pleafures of
the fight. Seated on this delightful bel-
videre, the mind gives itfelf up to agree~
able meditations, which are foon inter-
rupted by thofe of a more gloomy nature.
One fays to ones felf, thefe rich countries,
where flourithed formerly the arts and
fciences, are occupied by an ignorant
and barbarous people, who' trample them
under foot. Defpotifm cruthes with his
iron fceptre the moft beautiful portion
of the globe ; it feems as if the mifery
of the human race increafed in pro-
portion to the efforts which nature has
made to render them happy. It was
: : but
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but yefterday that thefe'fentiments pe-
netrated my very foul, whilt walking
on the efplanade of the caftle, I me-
ditated on the magnificeat piGture which
P;-cfentcd itfelf to the eye.

I haye the honour to be, &c.

LET-
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Defeription of Boulac, the port of Grand
Cairo, its magazines, environs, and the
gardens of Hellé; with a curious account
of the Mekias, otherwife named the Nilo-
meter, placed at the point of the beautiful
ifle of Raouda, which is covered with en-

chanted groves.

To Mr. L. M.

Grand Cairo.

O U have feen, mote than once, Sir,

the word Boulak in my letters. It

is the port where all the merchandize is
landed which comes from Damietta and
Alexandria. It is only half a league’s dif~
tance from Grand Cairo. This modern
town is fituated on the weftern bank of the
Nile, and is two miles long, but not very
wide. Itcontains magnificent public baths,
and vaft okals; thefe are fquare buildings,
around a great court with a portico, which
fupports
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fupports a winding gallery. The ground
floor is compofed of fpacious warehoufes,
the next floor contains apartments without
furniture; and without ornament. Thefe
gkals are inhabited by ftrangers, who there
depofite their merchandize. One fingle
gate like that of the citadel, fecures them
from infult at the time of the revolts.
Thefe kans are the only inns to be met
with in Egypt. The traveller is obliged
to furnith them, and drefs his viGtuals there,
for in this country a dinner is not to be had
for money.

From all the houfes in Boulak one fees
thoufands of boats at anchor, of every fhape
and every fize. Some of them that are
ftrong and folid have two mafts, and are
employed in tranfporting merchandize.
Thefe ufually have a large chamber for the
paffengers. Others, lighter and without
deck, only ferve to convey the people from
one fhore to the other. Thofe which are
made ufe of in voyages of pleafure are
adorned with painting and with fculpture,
and ‘have handfome apartments covered
with carpeting, where one is theltered from

the
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the fun. It is in them that the rich go fo
breathe that coolnefs which isinceffantly {up=«
plied by the current of air that reigns upon
the Nile,. 1ltis from thém that one admires
at one’s eafe that variety of landfcapes which
diverfify its ever verdant banks. When
the wind is favourable, the fail is {pread,
and thefe light veffels feem to fly upon the
water, - When it is contrary, a et of robuft
boatmen '’ row them ‘with -great rapidity.
Cleopatra, who knew the charms of thefe
_patties on the water, engaged Czfar in one
of them, and carried him even into Upper
Egypt. 'She had the art to make the moft
ative, and the greateft of all the Roman
-generals, forget that the -capital of the
-world might poffibly fhut her gates againft
him. :
Oppofite to Boulak appears the fmall vil-
lage of Enbabé, It is compofed of mifer-
able round huts of earth under the fycamore
trees, by which they are propped. . Some
few houfes of brick hardened in the fun,
and a {mall mofque, lofe themfclves at a
-diftance, amongft the foliage of ‘date and
- tamarind-trees. ~ The inhabitants of Cairo
: purchafe
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purchafe excellent butter there in the win-
ter, and in the fummer delicious melons.
Half a league to the north-eaft of Bou-
lak, is theold caftle of Hel¥ (i), which is
falling into ruins. It is there that the Beys,
attended with brilliant retinues, go to .re-
ceive the new Pacha, to condu& him in
pomp tothé prifon from whence they have
jult driven: his predeceflor. - In the envi-
rons of Hellé are fpacious enclofures, where
orange, lemon, and pomegranate-trees, grow
very high and very bufhy. Their inter-
woven branches form delightful bowers,
over which the fycamores and palms ele-
vate their foliage of a deeper green, whilft
rivalets purl through tufts of (4 / {weet ba-
{il and of rofes. -1 cannot exprefs to you
how grateful it is; when the fky is in-
flamed “with the burning heat of the dog-
days, to breathe the frefh air underthefe en-

() It appears probable that this caftle has taken
its name from Heliopolis, from which it is not
diftant. :

(#) The bafilic, or fweet bafil, in Egypt grows to
three times the hclght it does in France, and forms
agreeable’ and odoriferous tufts.

chanted
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chanted fhades. It is a voluptuoufnefs,
more eafily felt than defcribed. -« The fra-
grance of the orange-flower, mixed with
the delicious emanations from balfamic
plants, fweetly awaken the fenfes, be-
numbed with theheat, and circulatethrough
the foul the moft agreeable fenfations.
It is often dangerous for an European to
walk in thefe groves,~which are peopled
with courtezans ; and the jealous Turks
would never pardon them a falle ftep.
One may with propriety apply to thefe Bar-
barians this verfe of Virgil :

Ignofcenda quidem, feirent fi ignofcere manes.

Beyond thefe gardens is the canal which
Macrifi fays was conftruéted by the Empe-
ror Adrian, and which Ptolemy calls z4¢
river Trajan ; it is almoft choked up.
After vifiting thefe delicious fpots, I re-
turned to embark at Bowlak, and went up
the ‘Nile as far as the ifle of Raouda [7),

(1) Rasuda fignifies gardens, from whence the ifland
takes its name, as it contains charming ones.

fituated
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fituated between Old Cairo and Gizéd. In
the fpace of one league, the eye runs over
immenfe fields of corn, flax, and beans, in-
terfperfed with clumps of date-trees, and
with hamlets over the whole extent of the
profpe&t. Before I arrived at Giz¢, I faw
on the left bank of the river the mouth of
a large canal (m).

Arrivingat the point of theifle of Raouda,
I went to fee the Nilometer, called by the
Arabs Mekias (n). It is alofty pillar of
marble in the middle of a bafon, the bottom
of which is on a level with the bed of the
Nile. It is graduated through its whole
length, and divided into cubits, and inches.
A corinthian capital, on which refts a beam
that fupports a gallery, crowns this column.
When the inundation commences, the wa=-
ters enter the bafon by a conduit; the

(m) I have feveral times gone along its banks, and
followed its courfe for the fpace of a league. It de-
feribes feveral windings in the plains, and runs in the
direftion of Lybia. It appears to me to have been one

of thofe which formerly conveyed their waters to Lake
Mareotis,

(n) Mekias. fignifies meafure.
Yor. I, K public
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public criers then examine the pillar every
morning, and publifh the daily increafe of
the river in all the ftreets of Cairo. When
it reaches fixteen cubits, the dyke which
clofes the canal of the Prince of the Faith-
ful, is cut with great ceremony ; and the
Nile flows acrofs the town amidft the ac-
clamations of the whole people. I will
defcribe this feaft to you in a particular
letter. :

Before the Arabs made the conqueft of
Egypt, the Nilometer was placed in the
town of Halouan, five leagues to the fouth-
ward of Foftat, oppofite to the ancient
(o) Memphis. “ In the year g2 of the
4 _Hcgira, Ocama, governor of this rich
“ country, wrotetothe emperorSoliman 444
“¢ elmelek, that the Mekias of Halouan (p),
¢ was overturned. The caliph command-
*“ ed him to ere¢t another in the ifland
«¢ between Foftat and Gifé. He was obey-

(2) Elmacin, hiftory of the Arabs.

(?) It was natural to place the Nilometer near to
Memphis, which, at the time of the conqueft of the
Arabs, was ghe refidence of the governors of Egype,
It is-not improbable there was one on cach fide of the
riyer,

*ed,
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¢ ed. One hundred and forty years after,
«¢ this Nilometer fell, and the emperor
<« EImetouakkel built another in the {ame
« place.” It was called the New Mekias.

This Nilometer is now exifting. Nejm
Eddin, fon of Melek ef Adel, who died at
Manfoura, during the expedition of Saint
Louis into Egypt, charmed with the beauty
of this fituation, built a vaft palace near
the Mekias, and quitted the caitle of Salab
Eddin to inhabit it. The flaves who were
employed to guard it, were called Baba-
rites, or maritime, and diftinguithed them-
{elves at the battle of Manfoura, At pre-
Aent the apartments of the palace are in a
ftate of decay, and the walls are falling
into ruins ; but the bafon, which is of folid
work, and the column ftrongly fupported,
do not appear, in the fpace of nine hun-
dred years, to have fuffered from the
outrages of time.

If Murtadi (q) may be credited, the
Nile failed in its increafe at the ufual
fealon, the year that Amrou conquered

{¢) Defcription of the wonders of Egypt-
: K 2 Egypt.
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Egypt. The heads of the people addref
fed themfelves to that conqueror, praying
him to permit them, agreeable to the an-
cient cuftom, to deck out a young virgin
in rich garments, and to throw her into
the river. This the Mahometan general
ftrongly oppofed. The Nile did not {well
during the three months after the fummer
folftice. ~The Egyptians alarmed, again
renewed their folicitations. HHe wrote to
Omar, and gave him an account of this
event, The Caliph anfwered him :
« Q! Amrou! I approve your conduét, and
<« the firmne(s you have difplayed. The
« Mahometan law ought to abolith thefe
¢ barbarous  cuftoms:  When you have
«¢ read this letter, throw into the river'the
< billet it contains.”—Amrou found in it

thefe words :
“ In the name of the merciful and gracious
“¢ God! may the Lord thower his benedic-
“¢ tions on Mahomet and on his family!
“ Abd allah Omar, fon of Kbettab, prince
“ of the faithful, to the Nile :—If it be
“‘thinc own virtue which hath made thee
“ overflow Egypt until our days, fufpend
a s¢ thy
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« thy courfe ; but if it be by the will of
<« the Almighty God that thou bedeweft
<« it with thy waters, we fupplicate him to
<« order thee ftill to diffufe them over it.—
«¢ Peace be with the prophet! health and
¢ benedictions repofe upon his family !

¢¢ As foon, continues the hiftorian as this
¢«¢ billet was thrown into the river, the wa-
¢¢ ter rofe feveral cubits.”

Notwithftanding Omar, to whom the
burning of 400,000 volumes coft no more
than a momentary hefitation, was very capa-
ble of writing fuch a letter ; and although it
is evidently his ftyle, I am far from warrant-
ing its authenticity, on the faith of Murtadi;
ftill lefs the miracle that followed it. A
cuftom however ftill fubfifting at this day,
feems to me to prove that the Egyptians
formerly facrificed a young virgin to the
God of the Nile; for they now make a
ftatue of earth in the fhape of a girl, to
which they give the name of The betrothed
Bride, upon the dyke of the Kbhalig of the
Prince of the Faithful, which they throw

into the river previous to the opening of
K 3 the
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the canal. Are not thefe the remains of
that barbarous worfhip, which the Otto-
mans, in fpite of their horror for every
fpecies of idolatry, have not been able to-
tally to abolifh, an account of its being

an ancient error of a fuperftitious people 2
After vifiting the Mekias, and the remains
of the palace of Nejm Eddin, I made an
excurfion through the ifland, which is only
a valt garden furrounded by the waters of |
the Nile. Its banks are defended by thick
walls, breaft-high, frem the impetuofity
of the current. On one fide is Old Cairo,
the water-caitle, and the country-houfes of
the Beys. On the other, one fees the
handfome little town of Gifé, where there
is a manufacure of fal ammoniac. The
governor who refides there has aflumed to
himfelf a claim on the curiofity of thofe
whogotovifit the pyramids. I'was infenfibly
advancing under a wood of orange, tama-
rind, and {ycamore-trees, and was enjoying
an agrecable coolnefs under their thick
thade. Seldom did a few fcattered rays of
the fun penetrate this gloom with a glim-
mering



O N-ZEeG8Y PeT, 135

mering of light, and gild a fmall part of
the foliage. The air was embalmed with
exhalations from the flowers and plants.
A multitude of turtle doves were flying from
one tree to another, without any fymptoms
of fear at my approach. The foul, aban-
doned to the {weeteft reveries, the fenfes
abforbed in the moft flattering fenfations, I
penetrated incautioufly into the inmoft re-
cefifes of the thicket, when of a fudden I
heard a dreadful voice cry out; ¢ Where
¢¢ goeft thou ? If thou ftirreft another ftep,
< thou art a dead man.” It was a flave
who watched at the entrance of the wood,
to prevent any rafh intruders from troubling
the women who were repofing on the
grafs. I immediately drew back, and was
very fortunate not to have been known for
an European. I have fince underftood
that the Beys fometimes come with their
Harem (r) into this ifle, and that a ftran-

(r) This is the name given to th- apartment of the
women, but it is made ufe of in the country to fignify
the women themfelyes. :

K 4 ger
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ger who might be led thither by curiofity
on thefe occafions, would run the rifk of
having his head taken off on the fpot,
You fee, Sir, how circumfpect itis necef-
fary to be in a country where death may
prove the confequence of the flighteft in-
difcretion,

1 have the honour to be, &c.

R T
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Defeription of Heliopolis, the ancient city
of the Sun 3 of the flate in which it was
in' the time of Strabo 5 the obelifk of gra-
nite, which fill remains ; the balm of
Mecca, tranfplanted thither by a Pacha ;
the frefb water fountain named Matar
Ain, beld in great weneration by the
Coptiy who believe that the holy virgin
and ber child vifited this place.

To Mr. L. M.

Grand Cairo.

IN defcribing the environs of this city, T :
muft not overlook, Sir, the ancient Helio-
polis (s ), formerly renowned for the cultiva-
tion of the higher branches of fciences, and
for the grandeur of its buildings. ~ Geogra-
phers place itat fomediftance from theeaftern

(s) Thatis to fay the city of the Sun.
point
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point of the Delta. Strabo /) tells us
that it was built on a long mound of earth,
made by the hands of man, to place it out
of the reach of the inundation. ‘This
caufeway, covered with rubbifh, is ftill
vifible two leagues to the north-eaft of
Grand Cairo, and three from the feparation
of the Nile.

Heliopolis had a temple to the fun, where
a particular place was fet apart for the
feeding of the facred ox, which, was there
adored under the name of Mnevis, as he
was at Memphis, under that of Apis.
The credulous people looked upon him as
a God, whilt the prieft faw nothing in
him but an animal of infinite ufe in agri-
culture, in a country where he ferves for
tillage, and for the (/) fix following
months of the year, to water the earth ;

( t) Book 17.

{u) During the whole time that the Nile is low,
thc oxen are employed in turning draw-wheels, to
raife the water into cifterns, from whence it is cir-
culated through the grounds. For this reafon they
never deftroy this animal at its birth, It is prohibited
to kill a calf in Egypt. :

but
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but as this fuperftition was" advantageous
to them, by procuring offerings, and render-
ing them mafters of the oracles, they made
ufe of every art to maintain it.

The temple of the Sun was not the only
one which was admired at Heliopolis.
There was another remarkable one in the
ancient Egyptian tafte (x/, with avenues
of fphinxes, and fuperb obelifks before the:
principal entry. Nothing could be more
awful than thofe coloffufes of marble, and
thofe lofty needles of one fingle ftone,
which were placed before the veftibule of
the temples. Whilt the aftonifhed eye
contemplated thefe wonderful works, the
mind difcovered in the hieroglyphics with
which they were covered, the hiftory of
the God who was the obje& of adoration,
and of the prince who had ereced thefe
monuments. The temples of Heliopolis
were already fallen into decay, under the
reign of Auguftus.  Strabo relates that
one every where faw, ftrongly imprinted,

the marks of the fury of Cambyfes, who had

(~) Strabo, lib, 17.
laid
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laid this city wafte with fire and fword.
Of the four obelifks built by Sockss in that
town, two were removed to Rome (y).
another has been deftroyed by the Arabs,
and the laft of them is ftill ftanding on its
pedeftal. It is compofed of a block of
Thebaic ftone perfeétly well polithed, and
1s 68 feet high, without reckoning its bafe,
and about 6 feet and a half wide on each
afped. They are covered with hiero-
glyphics.  This obelifk is in good pre-
fervation, except on the fouth-weft fide,
where the granite is fcaled off, up toa
certain elevation. '« This beautiful monu-
ment, and a {phinx of a yellowith marble,
overfet in the mud, are the only remains

of Heliopolis.
This city had alfo a college of priefts

which the barbarity of Cambyfes fpared
no more than the afylum of Mnevis. It

was from thence that for upwards of one
thoufand years they obferved the ftate of

the heavens, and that by dint of labour
they had fucceeded in compofing the folar

(y) Strabo, lib. 17.
year
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year of three hundred and fixty-five days;
and a few minutes. This fac alone proves
the extent of their aftronomical knowledge.
For feveral ages after, the people of Europe
were unable accurately to determine the
folar year, and Julius Cafar, who withed
to reform the Roman calendar, to effet
his purpofe, was obliged to make ufe of
an aftronomer of Alexandria.

It was chiefly at Heliopolis that Hero-
dotus became acquainted with the fciences,
and the Egyptian myfteries. Thefe werein
fa& no other than a fuperior degree of know-
ledge, which their prudence concealed from
the people, by covering them with the veil
of religion, and by writing them in hiero-
glyphical characters, of which the priefthood
exclufively poffefled the interpretation. En=
lightened by the information he had drawn
from them, and gifted with the genius of
obfervation, this :father of hiftory was
crowned at the Olympic games, and the nine
books he had compofed, merited the diftinc-
tion of being named after the nine Maufes.
How many perfons are there, notwithitand-
ing, who not having deeply examined

his
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his works, or who not having even read
them, prefume to explode or accufe them
of infidelity? As for myfelf, fufpending
my judgment of the reft of his hiftory,
1 can only eftimate that part of it which
treats of Egypt, and it is with the greateft
fatisfaction I have found, in that country,
the very manners and cuftoms he has def-
cribed, with only a few flight modifica-
tions introduced by the changes of govern-
ment and religion. With refpect to the
monuments, of which he has given us a
defcription, what ftill remains of them
{ufficiently proves that he has not exagge-
rated,anddemonftrates the poflibility of what
no longer exifts. I am impelled by juftice
to make this aknowledgment to a hiftorian,
who, like Homer, is the painter of nations.

Heliopolis has not only the glory of
having inftru&ted Herodotus ; fhe may
ftill further boaft of having taught philo-
fophy to Plato /z/, who merited the name
of Divine from the fublimity of his doc-
trine. It was in this city alfo that Eudoxus

(z) Str.-tbo, lib_. 17,
pafled
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paffed thirteen years at the fchool of the
priefts, and became one of the moft cele-
brated aftronomers of his time. What now
remains to her of all her fciences, of all
her monuments ? A Perfian barbarian over-
threw her temples; a fanatic Arab burnt
her books ; and one folitary obelifk raifed
on its ruins, fays to the paflengers,—Herc
Slood Heliopolis.

One fees at fome diftance from the bank
on which it was built, the little village of
Mataree (a), fo named from its having
a {pring of frefh water, the only one exift-
ing in Egypt. It is probable that the bed
of earth, through which the water of the
Nile filtrates into this fountain, is deftitute
of the nitre univerfally found in this coun-
try. It is rendered famous by an ancient
tradition, which fays that the holy family,
flying from the perfecution of Herod, re-
tired to this {pot; and that the holy virgin
bathed the infant Jefus in this fountain;
the Chriftians of courfe relate many mira-

(a) The Ax;abs call it Matareé or Ain chams, foun-

tain of the Sun, on account of its fituation near the
ancient Heliopolis.

cles
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cles which have ‘been performed there,
They comé with great devotion to drink
this ‘water for all their diforders. The
Mahometans themfelves partake of their
veneration on this fubjec.
In this village was an_enclofure where
a Pacha had planted fome flips of balm
from Mecca. They were cultivated with
care, and by cutting them like vines, pro-
duced thofe precious tears known ‘in me-
dicine, and which the women in the
eaftern world make ufe of with advantage,
to preferve the frethnefs of their com-
plexion, and to fortify the ftomach. Thefe
thrubs, a foot and a half high, fhoot out
fimall branches and leaves like thofe of
rue. Belon, who faw them when he was
at Cairo, counted nine of them. He dried
one of the branches, and afcertained it to be
the plant known by the name of wylbobalfz-
famum, brought by the caravans from
Mecca. He fays that its reddith bark
‘covers a.fkin of a beautiful green. = It
has a mixed favour of frankincenfe of
the leaf of turpentine, and of wild favory,
When rubbed between the fingers, it
diffules



ON E G Y P T 145

diffufes an aromatic odcur, approaching
that of cardamum. This precious plant
is loft in Egypt, where the Pachas remain
too fhort a time to employ themfelves
about any thing but their own intereft.
It no longer exifted when Mr. Maillet was
Conful at Grand Cairo. At this day it is
{carcely in remembrance,

I have the honour to be, &c.

Vor. I.. i 1 g o
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LETTER “XI.

Defeription of the warm batbs, univeyﬁ;[é,
ufed in Egypt ; the manner of bathing ;
the benefits experienced from this pradtice 3
the cuftom of the wonieny of bathing once
or twice in the week s and a comparifin
of thefe batbs, with thofe of the ancient
Greeks. '

To Mr. L. M.

Grand Cairo,

HE hot-baths, Sir, known from the
 moft remote antiquity, and cele-
brated by Homer, the painter of the man-
ners of the age he lived in, have preferved
their pleafure and falubrity in Egypt. The
neceffity of cleanlinefs, in a climate where
one perfpires fo copioufly, has rendered
them indifpenfable; the comfort they pro-
duce, preferves the ufe of them; and
Mahomet, who knew their utility, has
~ redaced it to a precept, Travellers in
general
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general have defcribed them fuperficially.
My habit of frequenting them, having gf—
forded me leifure to examine them with
attention, I fhall enter into all the par-
ticulars neceflary to give you a thorough
knowledge of them (2.

The firft apartment one finds in going
to the bath, is a large hall, which rifes in the
form of a rotunda. Itis open at the top, to
give a free circulation to theair. A fpacious
eftrade, or raifed floor, covered with acarpet,
and divided into compartments, goes around
it, on which one lays ones clothes. In the
middle of the building a jet-d’eau fpouts
up from a bafon, and agreeably entertains
the eye.

When you are undrefled you tie a nap-
kin round your loins, takea pair of fandals,
and enter into a narrow paflage, where
you begin to be fenfible of the heat. The
door fhuts to, and, at twenty paces off,

() Iknow the baths of the principal towns in
Egypt ; they are all built on the fame plan, differing
only in their fize ; fo that by giving the defcription
of one of them, the reader will have that of all the
others,

L 2 Jou
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you open a fecond, and go along a pafiage,
which forms a right angle with the former.
Here the heat increafes. They who are
afraid of fuddenly expofing themfelves toa
ftronger degree of it, ftop in a marble hall,
in the way to the bath, properly fo call«
ed. The bath is a fpacious and vaulted
apartment, paved and lined with marble,
around which there are four clofets. The
vapoﬁr inceflantly rifing from a fountain
and ciftern of hot water, mixes it{elf with
the burning perfumes (¢ /.

The bathers are not imprifoned here,
as in France, in a fort of tub, where one
is never at ones eafe. Extended on a
cloth {pread out, the head fupported by a
fmall cufhion, they ftretch themfelves free-
ly in every pofture, whilft they are wrap-
ped up in a cloud of odoriferous vapours,
which penetrates into all their pores.

After repofing t}1¢rc fome time, unti]
there is a gentle moifture over the whole

(¢) Perfumes are never burnt, except the perfons
:who are in the bath defire it. They mix with the

fteam of the water, and producc a moft agreeable
effedt.

body,
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body, a fervant comes, prefles you gently,

turns you oOver, and when the limbs

are become fupple and flexible, he makes

all the joints crack without any difficulty. -
He mafles (d), and feems to knead the

fleth, without making you feel the fmalleft

pain.

This operation finithed, he puts on a
ftuff glove, and rubs you a long time.
During this.operation, he detaches from
the body of the patient, which is running
with fweat, a fort of fmall fcales, and re-
moves even the imperceptible dirt that
ftops the pores. The fkin becomes foft
.and {mooth like fatin. He then conduéts
you into a clofet, pours the lather of per-
fumed foap upon your head, and with-
draws. The ancients did more honour
to their guefts, and treated them in a more
voluptuous manner. Whil{t Telemachus
was at the court of Neftor (¢ ), ¢ the beau-
¢¢ tiful Polycafta, the handfomeft of the

(d) Mafs comes from the Arabic verb mafs, which
fignifies touching in a delicate manner.
(¢) Odyfley, book 3d.
L 3 «« daughters
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« daughters of the king of Pylos, led
"« the fon of Ulyfles to the bath, wafhed
¢ him with her own hands, and, after
< anointing his body with precious oils,
« covered him with rich habits, and
« a fplendid cloke.” Pififtratus and Te-
lemachus were not worfe treated in ‘the
palace of Menelaus (). ¢ When they
¢¢ had admired its beauties, they were con-
¢ duéted to bafons of marble, -where a bath
¢ was prepared., Beautiful female {flaves
¢ wafthed them, and after anointing them
¢« with oil, covered them with rich tunicks,
« and fuperb pelices (g/).”
The clofet to which one is conduéed
is furnithed with a ciftern and two ‘cocks,
one for cold and the other for hot water,

(f) Odyfley, book 4th.

(z) I have tranflated the words xrais ewazs hairy
cloaks, by fuperb pelices. 1 am aware that no other
tranflator has done the fame; but it appeared to me
that the poet wifhed to defcribe a cuftom {till exifting
in the eaft, of covering themfelves with pelices in
coming out of the hot-baths, to prevent the perfpi-

ration from being checked at a time when the pores
are extremely open.

There
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There you wafh yourfelf. Soon after the
{fervant returns with a depilatory poma-
tum (4), which in an inftant makes .the
hair fall off the places it is applied to.
Both men and women make general ufe of
itin Egypt.

After being well wafthed and punﬁcd
you are wrapped up in hot linen, and fol~
low the guide through the windings that
lead to the outer apartment. This infen-
fible tranfition from heat to cold prevents
one from f{uffering any inconvenience from
it (7). On arriving at the eftrade, you
find a bed prepared for you, and fcarcely
are you laid down, before a child comes
to prefs every part of your body with his

(h) It is compofed of a mineral called rufina, which
is of a deep brown. The Egyptians burn it lightly,
knead it with water, mixing it with half the quantity
of flaked lime. This greyifh pafte applied to the hair,
makes it fall off in two or three minutes, without
giving the llighteft pain.

(i) Delicate perfons ftop fome time in the hall
next the ftove, to avoid inconvenience from going fud-
denly into the exte nal air. As the pores are very opens
one keeps ones felf warm the whole day ; and if in
winter, one ftays in the houfe.

T delicate
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delicate fingers, in order to dry you
thoroughly. You change linen a fecond
tithe, and the child gently grates the cal-
lofity of your feet with pumice ftone. He
then brings you a pipe and Moka cof-
fee (%).

Coming out of a ftove, where one was
{urrounded by a hot and moift fog, where
the fweat gufhed from every limb, and
tranfported into a {pacious apartment, open
to the external air, the breaft dilates, and
‘one breaths with voluptuoufnefs. Perfect-
ly maffed, and, as it were regenerated, one
experiences an univerfal comfort. - The
blood circalates with freedom, and ene
feels as if difengaged from an enormous
weight, together with a fupplenefs and’
lightnefs, to which one has been hitherto
aftrangern A lively fentiment of exiftence
diffufes itfelf to the very extremities of the

(%) One of thefe baths, with all the preparations,
coft me three livres, (half a crown). The common
people do not take fo much trouble about them : they
oniy go to {weat in the flove, wafh themfelves, znd

give three or four fols, (a penny or two-pence) at
commg out,

bedy. :
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body. Whilft it is loft in delicate fenfa-
tions, the foul, fympathifing with the de-
light, enjoys the moft agreeable ideas. The
imagination, wandering over = the uni-
verfe, which it embellithes, fees on every
fide the moft enchanting pictures, every
where the image of happinefs. If life be
nothing but the fucceflion of our ideas,
the rapidity with which they then recur
to the memory, the vigour with which
the mind runs over the extended chain
of them, would induce a belief that in the
two hours of that delicious calm that fuc-
ceeds the bath, one has lived a number
of years.

Such, Sir, are the baths, the ufe of which
were {o ftrongly recommended by the an-
cients, and which are ftill the delight of the
Egyptians. It is by means of them that they
prevent or difpel rhenmatifms, catarrhs, and
fuch cutaneous diforders as are produced
by want of perfpiration. Hence likewife they
find a radical cure for that fatal evil which
attacks the fources of generation, the re-
medy for which is fo dangerous in Eu-

fope.
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rope (/). By the fame refource, they get rid
of that uncomfortable feeling, fo common to
all nations, who do not pay fo much atten-

tion to the cleanlinefs of their bodies.
The women are paffionately fond of thefe
baths. ‘They frequent them at leaft once
a week, and take with them flaves properly
qualified for the purpofe. More fenfual than
the men, after undergoing the ufual pre-
parations, they -wafh their bodies, and
above all, their heads, with rofe-water. It
is there that female head-dreflers form their
long black hairinto trefles, which they
mix with precious effences, inftead of pow=
der and pomatum. Itis there that they
blacken the edge of theireyelids, and length-
en their eyebrows with cobe/ (m). It is
there

(1) Mr. Tournefort, who had ufed fteam-baths
st Conftantinople, where there is lefs refinement in
them than at-Cairo, is of opinion that they injure the
breaft. This is .an error which -further experience
would bhave correted. There are no people who
make more frequent ufe of them than the Egyptians,
and there is no country where there are fewer
afthmatic people. The afthma is fcarcely known there,

cfm) Cohelis a preparation of tin burnt with gall-
nuts,
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there they ftain ‘the finger and toe nails
with #enné, which gives them a golden
colouryz/. The linen and clothing they
make ufe of are pafled through the fiveet
fteam of the wood of aloes, When the work
of the toilet is at an end, they remain in the
outer apartment, and pafs the day in en-
tertainments.  Females entertain them
with voluptuous fongs and dances, ot
tell them love tales. '

The days of ufing the bath, are feftivals
for the Egyptian women. They deck
themfelves out 'magnificently, and under
the long veil and cloak that conceal them
from the public eye they wear the richeft
ftuffs. As they undrefs before each other,
their coquetry extends even to their draw-
ers. In fummer they are made of ‘embroi-
dered muflin; in winter of ftuffs, ‘of filk
and gold brocade. They are not acquainted
with the ufe of ruffles and laces, but their

nuts, ‘which the Turkifh women make ufe of to
blacken, and lengthen their eye-brows.

(n) Henne is a very common fhrub in Egypt; it
has fome refemblance to privet. The leaf cut {fmall,
and applied to the fkin, gives it a golden colour.

thifts,
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thifts, made of filk and cotton, are as light
and tranfparent as gauze.. Their flowing
robes are bound with rich girdles of the
wool of Cachemire (o). 'Two crefcents of
fine pearls fparkle on the black hair that
covers their temples. The Indian hand-
kerchiefs with which they crown their
heads, are decorated with diamonds. Such
are the Georgian and Circaflian women,
whom the Turks purchafe to make wives
of them. Nothing can equal their clean-
linefs, and, as they walk, they are fur-
rounded by a cloud of odours. If their
luxury be not publicly difplayed, it greatly
furpafles that of the European women, in
the interiour ofgtheir houfes. _

The Turks, governed by an exceflive
jealoufy, pretend, that in a hot country,
where nature is fo- powerfully felt, where

(2) The wool of Cachemire is the moft beautiful
in the world. It furpafles even filk in finenefs. The
girdles that are made of it, coft about 600 livres, or
25 L flerling. They are ufually embroidered at the
ends, and although they are an ell wide and thr;ae

long, one can. pafs them through a ring for the
finger,

the
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the women are hurried on to pleafure by an
irrefiftible impulfe, the communication
would be dangerous between the two fexes ;
they abufe their power, therefore, by keep-
ing them in flavery; but by this means
they only add to the violence of their de-
fires, and they feize accordingly the firft
opportunity to revenge themfelves. The
Turks are ignorant, no doubt, that if wo-
men left to their liberty are attainable, in

a ftate of flavery, they will make the firft
advances to the men.

I have the honour to be, &c.

LET-
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LETTER X1

A particular account of the Egyptian man-
ner of lving, the jfood, occupations, and
amufements of the people ; their tafte, mo-
rals, and the manner in which they re-
ceive Vifitors.

To Mr, L. M.

Grand Cairos

LI F E, Sir, is more a paffive than an

alive exiftence at Grand Cairo (/.
The body during nine months of the year
is opprefled with the exceflive heats. The
mind partakes of this ftate of indolence.
Far from being continually tormented by
the defire of feeing, of acquiring know-
ledge, and of acting, it fighs after calm
and tranquillity. Under a temperate (ky

_ (p) Fromthe month of March to November the height
of the thermometer is conftantly from twenty-three to
thirty-fix degrees. In the other months. it is feldom
lower than nine degrees above the freezing point.

ina&ivity
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ina@ivity is a pain ; here, on the contrary,
repofc is an enjoyment. The moft frequent
{alutation therefore, that which is made
ufe of on accofting, and repeated on quft—
ting you, is, (‘q) Peace be with you! Effe-
minacy is born with the Egyptian, grows
up with him as he advances in life, and
follows him to the tomb, Itisa vice of
the climate. It influences his tafte, and
governs all his actions. It is to fatisfy
this difpofition that the moft luxurious piece
of furniture in his apartment is the fopha ;
that his gardens have delightful thades, con-
venient feats, and not a fingle alley one can
walk in. The Frenchman, born in a cli-
mate, the temperature of which is continu-
allychanging, receives everyinftant new im-
preflions which keep his foul awake. He
15 active, impatient, and inconftant as the
air he breathes in. The Egyptian who
for two-thirds of the year almoft invaria-

(¢) This is the falutation of the Orientals. The
chriftian religion, which is of Afiatic origin, has pre-
ferved it. At the high feftivals, the priefts falute each

other during the communion, faying, Peace be with
4 ’
jﬁ'll v

bly
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bly experiences the fame degree of heat,
the fame fenfation, is flothful, ferious and
patient.

He rifes with the fun to enjoy the cool-
nefs of the morning. He purifies himflf,
and goes to prayer according to the pre-
cept (7). Heis prefented with a pipe and
coffee.  He remains foftly repofing on his
fopha. His flaves, with their hands crof-
fed on their beafts, ftand in filence at the
bottom of the apartment., Their eyes fix-
ed on their mafter, they flrive to anticipate
all his withes. His children ftanding in his
prefence, unlefs he gives them permiffion
to be feated, difplay in all their behaviour
the utmoft tendernefs and refpe. He

Ioravely carcﬂ'cs them, gives them his blef-
fing, and fends them back to the Aarem (s).
He alone interrogates, and is anfwered with

(r) O ye Believers, before you begin the prayer, wafb
your face and hands up to your elbows, Fipe your head
and feet down'to your heels. . Coran, p. 107. tome pre-

“miery of Mr. Savory’s tranflation.
(5) Harem is an- Arabic word, fignifying forbidden
“place; it is the apartment of the women, called by us
improperly the Seraglio.

decency.
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decency. He is at once the chief, the
judge, and the pontiff of the family, which
refpecs in him thofe facred rights.

After breakfalt he applies himfelf to his
commercia)] affairs, or to thofe of the place
he occupies. As to differences, they are
very rare amongft a people whete the mon-
fter of chicanery is dumb, where the name
of attorney is unknown, where the code
of laws is confined to a few clear, and
well defined precepts - of the Coran, and
where every man is his own advocate.

If any vifitors arrive, the mafter of the
houfe receives them without many com-
pliments, but in an affectionate manner.
His equals go and feat themfelves by him
with their legs croffed; a pofture by no
means fatiguing with clothes which do not
fetter the limbs.

His inferiors are on their knees, and
feated on their heels. Perfons of great dif-
tinction fit on an elevated fopha, from which
they overlook the company (z). Thus

Hneas

(t) Inde toro pater Aneas fic q?:fzts ab alto. neid,
liby 2. The epithet of father, given by Virgil to Aineas,
Vor. L. M proves
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Aineas was in the place of honour in the
palace of Dido, when feated on a high bed,
he related to the queen the difaftrous
fate of Troy, reduced to athes. As foon ag
every one is feated, the flaves bring pipes
and coffee, and place in the middle of the
chamber a pan with perfumes, the delicious
vapour of which fills the whole apartment,.
They are next prefented with {weetmeats
and forbet.

The tobacco made ufe of in Egypt comes
from Syria. Itis brought in leaves, which
are cut in long filaments. It has not the
pungency of the American tobacco. To
render it more agrecable, it is mixed
with the fcented wood of aloes.  The
pipes, ufually made of jeflamine tipped with
amber, are frequently enriched with pre.
cious ftones. As they are extremely long, .

proves that this great poct was perfeétly acquainted
with eaftern manners, with whom the name of father
is the moft refpectable title one can confer on any man.
They fill think it an honour to be fo called.  On the
birth of .2 fon they quit their proper name for the ap-
pellasion of futher of fuch a one.

the
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(1) the fmoke one inhales is very mild.
"The Orientals pretend that it tickles agree=
ably the palate, at the fame time that it
gratifies the fmell. The rich fmoke in
lofty apartments with a great number of
windows.

Towards the conclufion of the vifit, a
{lave holding in his hand a filver plate on
which are burning precious eflences, ap-
proaches the faces of the vifitors, each of
whom in his turn perfumes his beard.
They then pour rofe-water on the head and
hands.  This is the laft ceremony, after
which it is ufual to withdraw.

You fee, Sir, that the ancient cuftom of
(%) perfuming one’s head and beard, cele=-
brated by the royal prophet, ftill fubfifts in
our days. Anacreon, the father of joy,
the poet of the graces, never ceafes re=
peating in his odes, ¢ (y) Ilike to perfume

(u) One fees pipes fifteen feet long. The gene-
ral ftandard is five or fix.

(¥) Sicut unguentum optimum in capite, qued def-
cendit in barbam Aaron. Pfalm 132.

(1) Anacreon, ode 15,

M 2 ¢ myfelf
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*“ myfelf with precious eflences, and to
“ crown my head with rofes.” .

* About noon the table is covered.” A large
flat plateof copper tinned receives the difhes.
No great variety is difplayed, but there is
an abundance of provifions. In the middle
rifes up a mountain of rice boiled with
poultry, feafoned with faffron and a quan-
tity of fpices. Round it are placed hathed
meats, pigeons, ftuffed cucumbers, delicious
melons, and other fruits.  Their roaft meat
confifts of fleth cut into fmall morfels, co-
vered with the fat of the animal, feafoned
with falt, fpitted and roafted on the coals.
Itis tender and juicy. 'The guefts are feat-

~eéd on a carpet round the table. A f{lave
holding a bafon and ewer, offers it to wath
with. This ceremony is indifpenfable in a
country, where every one puts his hand
into the plate, and where they are unac-
quainted with the ufe of forks. This is
repeated at the end of the repaft. Thefe
cuftoms appear very ancient in the Eaft.

* Menelaus and the beautiful Helen, after
loading Telemachus and Pififtratus with
prefents, gave them the banquet of hofpi-

: 7 tality,
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tality (z). - * The fair Menclaus condu&-.
« ed his guefts to the place of entertain-
« ment. ~He made them be feated on
« thrones. A female flave, carrying in her
« hands a golden ewer with a filver bafon,
«¢ offers them to wafth. She places before
¢¢ them a polithed table, on which fhe ar-
¢ ranges the victuals.”

The mannper in which the fon of The-
tis received the Grecian deputies very much
refembles that of the Egyptians towards
their guefts.

““ (a) Achilles perceiving the deputies

“ of the Greeks, rifes up, takes them by
“¢ the hand, gives them the falute. . . . and
¢ introduces them into his tent, where he
¢ makes them be feated on beds of re-
“ pofe (4), covered with purple tapeftry.
« The banquet is prepared. Auto-

“ medon holds the fleth, the noble Achil-
+4¢ les divides it into pieces, and {pits them,
“ Menetius, a mortal like unto a God,

(=) Odyfley, book 4.

(a) Iliad, book q.

(4) The fophas of the Orientals ferve them alter-
nately as feats and as beds.

M 3 “ lights
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« lights the fire, {preads out the coals, ar-
‘¢ ranges the fpits upon the cinders, and
< ftrews over them the facred fale. . , , , .
<« Achilles, feated oppofite to the divine
«¢ Ulyfles, fhares out the victuals. ... .,
¢ The guefts put their hands to the meat
“ (c) that is ferved up to them.” A poet
of an inferior genius to Homer would have
thought he difhonoured a poem filled with
magnificent defcriptions by mixing fuch
details with them. Yet, how precious are
they, by making us. acquainted with the
fimplicity of ancient manners, a fimplicity
loft to Europe, but which is ftill exifting in
the eaftern world.

After dinner, the Egyptians retire into
their harams, where they flamber a few
hours in the midft of their children and
their women. It is a great article of vo-
luptuoufnefs with them, to have a conve-
nient, and agreeable place of repofe.
Mahomet, accordingly, who negleéted no-
thing that could feduce mankind, whofe
wants and taftes he knew thoroughly, fays

() They took the vi€tuals doubtlefs with theirfingers,
as 1s practifed at this day in fome countrics,
to
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to them, yd) ¢ The guefts of Paradife
« fhall enjoy the luxury of repofe, and
¢ fhall have a delicious place to fleep in at
€ gnem_"

The poor, who have neither fopha nor
baram, lic down on the mat where they
have dined. Thus, when Jefus Chrift took
the fupper with his difciples /¢ ), he whom
he loved had his head repofed upon his
bofom.

In the evening one goes in a boat upon
the water, or to breathe the cool air on the
banks of the Nile, under the fhade of orange
and f{ycamore trees. Supper-time is an
hourafter funfet. The tables are fpread with
rice, poultry, vegetables, and fruit. Thefe
aliments are wholefome during the heats.
The ftomach, which would reje&t more
{ubftantial nourifhment, has occafion for
them. They eatlittle. Temperance is a
virtue of this climate.

Such is the ufual life of the Egyptians.
Our places of amufement, our noify plea~

(d) Coran, ch. 25, p. 119.
(¢) Erat ergo recumbens unus ex difcipulis ejus in
finu Jefu quem diligebat Jefus. St. Fobn, ¢h. X35 V- 23
M 4 {ures,
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fures, are unknown to them.  Thae
famenefs which would be the greateft pu~
nifhment to an European, appears to them
delicious. They pafs their whole life in
doing the fame thing, in following the efta-
blithed cuftoms, without defiring any thing
beyond them, without extending their
ideas any further. Having neither lively
appetites, nor ardent defires, they are
ftrangers to what we call lennui 5 that is a
torment referved for fuch perfons as nei-
ther being able to moderate their paffions,
nor to fatisfy the extent of their taftes, are
a burthen to themfelves s'ennuient where=
ever they are, and only live where they are
710f.

I have the honour to be, &c.

LET-
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Fo B T ToERen X1

EA;; account of the paternal authority f}l] fub-
fifing in Egypt, fimilar to that of the an-
cient pm‘rz'arcb;; the manner in which a
father governs his children s and the great
'rc_’[peff which the Egyptians pay to old
age.

To Mr. L. M.

Grand Cairo.
I T is in the Eaft, Sir, that hiftory places
the cradle of the human race. It is
there that paternal authority took its rife,
which is ftill preferved there in its full
force. A father there enjoys all the titles
that nature has beftowed on him. Chief,
judge, and high prieft of his family, he
commands there, he is the arbiter of all
their differences, and facrifices the victims
of the Courban beiram (f).
Each

(f) The Courban leiram is a Mahometan f;ﬁiva],
where each father of a family muft offer a facrifice
proportioned to his ability. The rich flay oxen and

fheep;
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Each family forms a {fmall ftate, of which
the father is the fovereign. The mem-
bers who compofe it are attached to him
by the ties of blood. They acknow-
ledge his power, and {ubmit to it. - The
differences which arife amongft them
are brought before his tribunal ; he pro-
nounces, and his decrees terminate the dif-
pute, and reftore order and tranquillity..
The moft aged of the old men holds the
fceptre in his hands, and he is enabled to
dire@ it from the refult of a long expe-
rience. But in every thing refpecting the
interior adminiftration, he is guided by the
law of ancient cuftoms.

fheep ; the poor fulfil the precept by killing a pigeon.
“This folemn feaft amongft the Mahometans is fix
weeks after the Ramadan, and recalls to mind the Jew-
ith paffover.

Mahomet, unable to abolifh the facrifice of animals,
authorized by heaven in the eaftern world, recommends
to them the chapter of the pilgrimage of Mecca ; but
to [an&ify the ufe of it, corrupted by idolatry, he en-
ioins them to invoke the name of God on the animal
they flaughter, adding thefe remarkable words ; God
receives neither the flefb nor the blood of wictimsy but the

piety that makes the offering is welcome to him, Coran,
2+ 93> tome 2.

Thc
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The children, brought up in the apart-
ments of the women, do not enter the
hall, particularly when there are firan-
gers. When the young people appear, they
obferve a profound filence. ; Grown up to
manhood, theymay mix in the converfation;
but when the Cbheit (g) fpeaks, they hold
their tongue, and liften attentively. Eve-
ry one rifes up when he appears in com-
pany. The precedence is given him in all
public places, and he is every where treated
with confideration and refpe. This cuf-
tom fubfifted in Egypt in the time of He-
rodotus (5 ); and the defpotifm that crufhes
the country contributes flill to preferve
it. Under a yoke of iron, who dares lift
up his head ? It would be a crime to make
a difplay of riches to the public eye.
Every thing is carefully avoided that may

(g) This word fignifies old man, the eldeft of the
family affumes this refpedted name. It is beftowed
alfo on the men of the law,

(b) Like the Lacedemonians, who alone of all the
Greeks paid true homage to old age, the Egyptians
give the precedency to thofe who are older than them-

felves, and rife from their feats when they appear.
Herodotus, Euterpe.

ferve
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ferve to awaken'’ thc avariee ‘of 'the ruling
tyrants. Tt it even- 'dangerous ‘to appear
happy Tt is‘only within one’s own family
therefore, thattranquillity and happinefs
are to be found. -~ As the fafety of the fo-
ciety depends on the union of its members,
the common intereft, joined ‘to the voice of
confanguinity, preferves its harmony. It is
there, accordingly, that the holy laws of
fature are obferved in their primitive pu-
rity. A numerous pofterity are frequent-
ly“lodged under the fame roof. Every
day the children and grand-children come
to pay their progenitor the tribute of ten-
dernefs and veneration. The pleafure of
being more loved and refpected as he ad-
vances in years,” makes him forget that he
grows old. © The joy and contentment of
his heart gliften in_his eyes. The wrin-
kles of his brow are fmoothed by ferenity.
He is joyous and condefcending ; and whilft
the young people wear nothing but the
plaineft dreffes (%), he is decked out in
~(%) In Egypt, the {plendid colours are referved for

the old men; .the. youth whofe morals are corrupted,
alone dare clothe themfelves in brilliant drefles,

the
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the moft brilliant colours. . Happy -in the
bofom of his family until on the very verge
of the grave, he does not perceive that death
is about giving him the fatal blow, and falls
afleep amidft the embraces of his ichildren.
They long weep over him, and go every
week to ftrew flowers over his tomb (%, and
to repeat funeral hymns.’ ‘The Egyptians
have loft the cuftom of embalming the
bodies,” but have prcfcrycd the fentiments
that gave it birth. . 194 301 i
Amongft - polithed peoPIC, who lwc
lefs in the. domeftic ftyle, old age isnot
fo refpected ; it is not unfrequentiy-even
a reproach.  Old age with its hoary
locks is often obliged to be filent before
prefumptuous youth, and fport like a
child to be fupportable in company. In
proportion as he feels the weight of years
come upon him, and the pleafures of his
exiftence diminifh, he fees that he becomes
a burthen to thofe whom he has brought
into the world. When he has the greateft

(%) Itis a cuftom in Egypt to cover the tomb of

their kindred with fragrant plants, and to repeat pray-
ers there.

need
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need of confolation, they refufe him theiy
refpe, and every heart is thut againft him.
His foul, chilled by age, falls into decay,
without the comfort of filial love to warm
him with its generous flame. It is in
the midft of polithed nations that the
venerable old man, who was a tender fa-
ther, dies, long before he draps' into the
grave.

Let us draw the veil over a pi&ure which
happily is not general. The affeting fcenes
to which I have daily been a witnefs in this
country, extort from me this parallel.
Here the refpe@able patriarch, whofe vene-
rable white beard falls down upon his breaft,
fmiles, under the froft of old age, on his
grand-children who come to carefs him. His
heart expands atthefight of four generations,
eager to pay him the tribute of filial piety.
He relithes the charm of life even to his
laft moment. Yes, Sir, this people in their
ftate of ignorance, have preferved the fim-
plicity of ancient manners. They know
nothing of our arts and fciences ; but the
forcible fentiments of nature, (fentiments
which books can never teach) ; with thofe

they
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they are intimately acquamtcd they re-
vere and enjoy them.

I could fupport what I advance by a
thoufand inftances. I fhall only fele@ one
well known anecdote. When Mr. Mail-
let was conful at Grand Cairo //), the Je-
fuits prevailed on the court of France to
fend for fome children of the Copti (m),
to Paris, to educate them in the College of
Louis le Grand. . They were to be in-
ftru&ted in the orthodox faith, and to be
fent back to convert their fchifmatic na-
tion. By dint of money and promifes, the
confent of fome fathers, extremely poor,
was obtained ; but when the moment of
feparation from their children arrived, pa-
ternal tendernels revived in all its force,
and they preferred returning to a ftate of
poverty, rather than purchafe a comfort-
able fituation, by a facrifice which coft their
heart too dear.

I have the honour to be, &c.

(1) About one hundred years ago.

(m), The Copti are the ancient inhabitants of Egypt-
They are Jacobite Chriftians. I thall {fpeak of them
more amply in the courfe of thefe letters.

B Ly B
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LETTER XIv,

An account of the Almé, otherwife the Egyp-
fian  Improvifatrices; their education,
“dances, mufic; and the extreme defire
which prevails through the cou try, of
procuring this kind of performers. .

To Mr. L. M.

Grand Cairo.

GYPT, Sir, as. well as Italy, has

her Improvifators. They are called
Almé, knowing they have merited this name,
from having received a better education
than other women. They form a cele-
brated fociety in this country. To be re-
ceived into it, it is neceffary to have a good
voice, to underftand the language well, -to
know the rules of poetry (#), and be able

() The Arabic have the fame quantity as the La-
tin verfes, with the varied meafure, and rhyme of the
French poetry.  Thefe advantages are not to be found
in 2 language the profody of which is not diftindtly
marked, *

to
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t6 compofe and fing couplets on the fpot,
adapted to the circumftances, The A/mé
know by heart all the new fongs. Their
memory is furnithed with the moft beau-
tiful moals (o), and the prettieft tales.
There is no feftival without them ; no en=
tertainment of which they do not confti-

(¢) The moals are elegiac hymns, where the death
of a hero is bewailed, or the misfortunes incident to
love. Abulfeda has preferved the end of a moal, fung
by Ommia on the fide of a trench into which her ne+
phews had been thrown after the defeat of Beder:

¢¢ Have I not fufficiently wept over the noble fons
¢¢ of the princes of Mecca? -

¢¢ At the fight of their broken bones, like to a tur=
st tle concealed in the depth of the foreft, I have filled
¢ the air with my lamentations.

¢ Unfortunate mothers! your foreheads howed down
< to the earth, mix your fighs with my tears.

¢ And ye, ye women who follow the proceflions,
<t chaunt your funeral hymns interrupted with long
« fighs.

<« To what have the princes of the people, the chief
¥ men of the tribes been reduced at Beder ?

¢ The old and the young warriors are laid therg
*¢ naked, and without life.

¢ How Mecca hath changed her appearance !

< Thefe defolated plains, thefe favage defarts them-
* felves feem to thare my forrow.” Life of Makhomets.
¢¢ (by the author) p. 83.

i e B N tute
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tute the ornament. 'They are placed in, a
roftrum from whence they fing during. the
repaft. They then defcend into the faloon,
and form dances which have no refem-
blance to ours. ‘They are pantomime bal-
lets, in which they reprefent the ufual oc-
currences of life. The myfteries of love
too, generally furnith them with fcenes.
‘The fupplenefs of their bodies is incon-
ceivable. One is aftonifthed at the mobi-
* lity of their features, to which they give.at
pleafure the impreflion fuited to the cha-
ralters they play. The indecency of their
attitudes is often carried to excefs. Their
looks, their geftures, every thing {peaks, but
in fo expreflive 2 manner, that it is impof-
fible to miftake them. At the beginning
of the dance, they lay afide with their veils
the modefty of their fex. A long robe of
very thin filk goes down to their heels,
which is flightly faftened with a rich gir-
dle. Long black hair, plaited and per-
fumed, is flowing on their thoulders. A
fhift,'tranfparent as gauze, {carcely hides
their bofom. As they put themfelves in
motion, the ﬂ:apcs, the contours of their
bodies
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bodies feem to develope themfelves fuccef-
fively. Their fteps are regulated by thefound
of the flute, of caftanets, the tambour de
bafque, and cymbals, which accelerates or
retards the meafure. They are ftill fur-
ther animated by words adapted to fuch
fcenes. They appear in a ftate of intoxi-
cation. 'They are the Bacchants in a de-
liritum. It is when they are at this point,
that throwing off all referve, they abandon
themfelves totally to the diforder of their
fenfes; it is then that a people far from
delicate, and who like nothing hidden, re-
double their applaufes. Thefe Almé are
fent for into all the Aarams. They teach
the women the new airs ; they amufe them
with amorous tales, and recite in their
prefence poems, which are fo much the
more interefting, as they furnith a lively
picture of’ their manners. They initiate
them into the myfteries of their art, and
teach them to contrive lafcivious dances.
Thefe girls, who have a cultivated under-
ftanding, are very agreeable in converfa-
tion. They {peak their language with pu-
rity. The habit of dedicating themfelves

: N 2 to
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to poetry renders the fofteft and moft fono-
rous expreflions familiar to them., They
repeat with a great deal of grace. In
finging, nature is their only guide. I have
heard them fing gay airs, the time of which
was quick and light like that of fome of
our ariettes ; but it is in the pathetic that
they difplay their talents. Itis when they
recite a moal, from the movement of the
romance, that the continuity of tender, af-
fe@ing, and plaintive founds, infpires a fe-
cret melancholy, which infenfibly increafes,
and changes into tears of commiferation,
The Turks themfelves, the Turks, ene-
mies of all the arts, pafs whole nights in
hearing them. Sometimes two of them
fing together, but always with the fame
voice. It is the fame with an orcheftra,
where all the inftruments playing in unifon,
execute the fame part, Accompanyments
are only made for enlightened people, who,
at the fame time that the melody flatters
their ear, with to have their mind occu-
pied by the juftnefs and perfection of the
harmony. Thofe nations, on the contrary,
~whofe fenfibility is more affeted than their

hcarmg,
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hearing, little capable of enjoying the
charms of harmony, like only the fimple
tones whofe beauty goes dire&ly to the foul,
without requiring refleGtion to perceive it.
The Hebrews, to whom the taftes of
the Egyptians had become natural, from a
long refidence in Egypt, had alfo their 4/né.
It appears that they gave leflons to the wo-
men, at Jerufalem, as well as at Grand

Cairo (p). St. Mark has preferved a fac
which proves what an empire the oriental
dance had over the minds of men. ¢ He-

(#) Et cim dies opportunus adeflet, Herodes in
natalitiis fuus ccenam faciebat proceribus fuis, ac
chiliarchis, primariis Galilee.

Cimque introiffet filia ipfius Herodiadis, et faltaflet
et placuiffet Herodi fimulque recumbentibus, rex ait
puelle : pete 3 me quodcunque volueris, et dabo tibi.

Et juravit illi quodcunque petieris dabo tibi, licet
dimidium regni mei.

Quz cim exiflet dixit matri fu : quid petam ?
at illa dixit : caput Johannis Baptifte,

Cimque introiffet ftatim cum feftinatione ad regem,
petivitdicens : Volo ut protinus des mihi in patina ca-
put Johannis Baptiftz.

..... Sed miflo fpeculatore precipit afferri caput
eJus in patina, et decollavit eum in carcere.

Gafpel of St. Mark, chap. b
N 3 ¢ rod
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¢ rod celebrated his birth- day in-the midfF

“of a fumptuous banquet, where he had
« gathered together the chiefs of the na-
« tion, the tribunes, and the princes.of
« Galilee. Whillt the gucﬁé were at. ta-
« ble, the daughter of Herodias entered,
«¢ and danced before them after the man-
« ner of the country. The. whole affem-
< bly applauded the graces the d;{pla)ed
¢« 'The king, enchanted, vowed thathe Would
¢ grant her what fhe thould demand, were
¢ it the half of his J\.mcdom Urfred by
¢« her mother, the young Herodias de-
¢ manded the head of John the. Bapnﬁ
¢ and obtained it.”

The Aimé offift at the mamagc ceremio-
nies, and march before the bmdc, p]aymo on
inftruments. They make a figure likewile
at funerals, and accompany the procefiion,
finging forrowful airs. They break” forth
into groans, and lamentations, and give
every fign of grief and defpair. Thefe

-women are paid very high, and feldom ap~

pear but amongft the grandees and rich
men. : e

‘

I was



T wasinvited lately to a fpbi.did fupper,
given by a rich- Venétian meérchant to the
Reeeiver-general of the finances of Egypt.

The, Almé fang ‘feveral airs during the
edtcrtalhment They then celebrated the
- praifes of the principal guefts, The paft
fage which appeared to me the moft firiking
was ‘an ingenious allegory, wherein the
mcﬁ?ﬁfgef ‘of love is made to fpeak. Af-
ter the entertainment there was play, and
I perceived that handfuls of fequins were
fent to the fingers from time to time.
"This entertainment produced them at leaft
fifty louis d’or. It is true they are not al-
ways fo well paid.

The common people have alfo their
Almé. ‘They are girls of the fecond clafs,
who try to imitate the former, but they
have neither their elegance, their graces,
nor their knowledge.  They are every
where to be met with. The public places
and the walks about Grand Cairo are full
of them. As the populace require allufions
fiilll more ftrongly marked, decency will
not allow me to relate to what a pitch they

carry the licentioufnefs of their geftures and
N 4 attitudes.
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attitudes. . It is impofiible to form an idea
of it, without having been a witnefs to thefe
{cenes. 'The Bayadieres of India are mo-
dels of chaftity compared to thefe Egyptian
women dancers.  You have here, Sir, the
chief amufement of the Egyptians. It
conftitutes their delight.

1 have the hongur o be, &,

Y
PR

LET-
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LEE'T T ERXV,

An account of the private life of the Egyptian
aomen ; their tafte, manners, employment,
diverfions 5 -their method of bringing up
their children ; with the cuftom of lament=
ing at the tombs of their parents, after
covering them  with flowers, and the
branches of odoriferous plants.

To Mr. L. M,

Grand Cairo.
I Have given you fome account, Sir, of
= the manner of living of the male inha-
bitants of this country, but I have {poken
very little of the women. This(g) ori-

(gz) The Egyptians never mention their wives in
eonverfation. When they are obliged to fpeak of
them, they fay the mother of fuch a one, or the mif-
trefs of the houfe, &c. Politenefs prevents one from
fayiwg, How is madam your wife ? It is neceffary to
imitate their referve, and fay, How is the mother of
fuch a one? Even this they would look upon asan
affront, were it not the falutation of an intimate
friend or relation. I relate thefe traits, as perfectly
charadteriftic of oriental jealoufy,

ental
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ental referve cannot be agreeable to ap
European. Iam now going to give you,
therefore, a general ‘idea of the manners of
the Egyptian women.

The women a& 4 brilliant part #" Ee
rope. They appear as fovere:gns on the
theatre of ‘the world: They ‘prefide over
manners, and decide on’ the nof impor=
tant events. - The fate of nafiohs is often
in their hands.” In Egypt, what differenice !
They are thete enly fo be feen loaded
with the chains of flavery. Condemned
to f{ervitude, thev have not the fmalleft
influerice on public affairs, Their empire
is limited to the walls of the Harami; for
there are buried ‘all their graces and their
¢harms. 'Confined < within’ the 'bofom of
their family, thecifele of their life does not
extend beyond domeftic employments /i ).

Their firft duty is the education of their
children. ‘Their mof’c’ ardent wx&x is to

3 B Phe comp:ler, Pomponius Mela, pretends’ “that
thie women do all' the out of door labour’ in Egypt,
and the' men take charge-of the houfe, ps 59. This
affertion is contradited by every writer who has tra-
velled in: that country '

have
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have a. great - number Og them, fince the
public eﬁ;eem, as well as the tendernefs of
their hufbands are meafuer by the:-r fecun-
dity. Even the pooE man who earns his
bread with the fweat of hxs brow prays to
heaven for a numerous, progenys ; and: the
barren woman would be, 1gcqnfolablc, did:
not ado_pthn ul]dcn::ln‘lfy_l}‘:r‘_l’p{_oryc__degrcc
for the injury of nature.  Every mother
fuckles the child the has brought into the
world: | Fhe -finft fmﬂc of that tender;
creature, and an eafy chxldbed, repay hcr}
for- the pains and cares 1mpofed upon her
by this duty.

a.ndpthc,r g}x{orée;s, whlch. dram. Ihc. ﬁm;c_es
of life of the young fpoufe wnobfervant of
this law; are not known in this country.
Mahomet has converted, this cui’cdm; which
is coeval with the world, into aprecept fJ} :
i Mothers fhall fuckle their ch:ldren two
whole years, prowdcd they are difpofed
to take.the breaft fo long. The mother
thall be permitted to wean her nurfe-

. (s) Coran, p. 40.t. 1. Mp. 8.’s tranflation-
< child
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« child with the confent of the hufband."
Ulyfles defcending into the gloomy king-
dom of Pluto (#), faw there his mother,
who had nourithed him with her milk,
who had reared up his infancy,

When circumftances compel them to
have recourfe to a nurfe, fhe is not looked
upon as a ftranger. She becomes part of
the family, and paffes the reft of her life
in the midft of the children fhe has fuck-
led. She is honoured and cherifhed like a
fecond mother.

Racine, who pofiefled all the knowledge
neceffary to difplay the brilliancy of his
genius; Racine, who, from his intimate
acquaintance with the chef-d'wuvres of
Greece, well knew the oriental manners,
gives his Pbhedra, her nurfe, for her only
confidante. 'The unhappy queen, burning
with a guilty flame, fhe could not con-
quer, and the fatal fecret of which bur-
thened her mind, without her daring to
reveal it, did not refolve to entruft it to the

(t) Odyfley, lib. 23. p. 375,
tender
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tender ZAFnone until the latter addrefled
her:

Cruelle, quand ma foi vous a-t-elle dégue ?
Songez-vous qu’en naiflant mes bras vous ont regue ?

The Haram is the cradle and the fchool
of infancy. The helplefs being, juft.
brought into the world, is not infolded
in wretched {waddling clothes, the fource
of a thoufand diforders. Stretched out
naked on a mat, expofed to the air in
a fpacious apartment, he breathes without
reftraint, and moves his delicate limbs at
pleafure. His entrance into the new element
wherein he muft pafs his life, is not mark-
ed either by grief or tears. Bathed in
water every day, reared up under his mo-
ther’s eye, he grows rapidly. Free in all
his movements, he tries his growing
ftrength ; he is in conftant aion, he rolls
about, he gets up, and if he happens to
tumble, his falls cannot be dangerous on
the carpet or mat fv) which covers the

floor.

(v) In Egypt the rooms are paved with large flag
fones, which are wafhed, at leaft, once a week. In
{fummer
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floor. 'He is not banithed his father’s houte
at feven or eight years old, to fend him to 4
college, where hc lofes his health and his
innocence. It is true that he acquires
little knowledge. His education is often
limited to the art of reading and writing,
But he enjoys arobuft ftate of health; whilft
the fear of the divinity, refpect for old age,
filial piety, the love of hofpitality,  virtues
which every object prefents to him in the
bofom of his own family, remain deeply
Thc gxr]s are ‘brought up in the fame
manner. - The whalebone, and the bufks
to which the European women fall mar-
tyrs, are unknown to them. They are
left naked, or only covered with a fhift
until they are fix years old. The habit
they wear the remainder of their lives does
not fetter any of their limbs, and allows -
the whole body to aflume its natural
ftruture. ~ Nothing. is fo uncommon,
therefore, as to fcec children full of hu-

fummer they are covered with a cane mat, neatly
warked, and in the winter with acarpet.

mours,
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mours, or crooked perfons. It is in thefe
eaftern: partsiof -the world" that man rifes
in all his native majefty, and that woman
difplays all the charms o‘f ‘her fex. “Itis
in Georgia anddin Grecce that ‘thofe well-
defined features, thofée admirable forms,
imprefled by nature ‘on the chef-d'euvre
of her' works, are in the higheft preferva-
tion. It is there that Apelles would {Hl¥
find models worthy of his pencil,

The 'women do not {olely confine them-
felves to the education of their childfen.:
All the domeftic affairs are in their de-
partment. They are the houfe-keepers,
and do not think it any difparagement
to prepare the viGtuals for themfelves and
for their hufbands with their own hands.
The ancient cuftom which {till fubfits
makes it-their daty.. Thus we fee Sarah
haftening to bake the cakes on the afhes,
when the angels vifited Abraham, who
offered * them the ufual repaft of hofpi-
tality. Before the departure’ of Telema-
chus (x ), Menclaus fays to him < I go

(x) Odyfley, lib. 15.
[ 14 to
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¢« to command the queen and her attena
“ dants to prepare a {plendid repaft with the
“ provifions that are contained in thjs pa~
¢ Jace.”

Subjeét to cuftom, whofe unalterable
laws govern the countries of the Eaft, the
women are not admitted into the fociety
of the men, not even at table (y ), where
the affemblage of the two fexes produces
gaiety and dons mots, and gives a zeft to
the entertainment, When the rich are
defirous of dining with one of their wives,
they give her previous notice. She difpofes.
the apartment, prepares the moft delicate
dithes, and receives her lord with refped,
and with the moft refined attention. The
women of the lower clafs ufually remain
ftanding, or feated in a corner of the room,
whillt their hufband is at dinner. They
frequently prefent him water to wath him-
felf, and help him at table (z). Thefe

cuftoms

(y) Sarah, who prepared dinner for Abraham and
his guefts, did not feat herfelf at table ; ; fhe remained
fhut up in her tent.

(z)'I dined lately with an Italian who was mar-
ried to an Egyptian woman. He has adopted the

manners
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cuftoms which the Europeans might julftly
ftyle barbarous, and againft which they
might exclaim with reafon, appear fo na-
tural in this country, that they have no
idea of their being different in other cli-
mates. Such is the force of habit over the
human mind. A cuftom eftablithed for
ages feems to be the law of nature.
Domeftic cares leave the Egyptian
women a great many leifure moments,
which they employ amongft their flaves
in embroidering a fafth, in making a veil,
in drawing defigns on ftuff to cover a o~
pha, and in (pinning with the diftaff. So
-Homer paints the women of his time (2.
¢ Andromache, however, had not yet
¢ Jearnt the death of He&or. She did
¢ not know that he had remained without
¢ the gates of the town. Occupied in
“ her palace, fhe was embroidering a mag-

manners of the country he has lived in fo long. His
wife and fifter-in-law ftood up before me ; with dif»
ficulty I prevailed on them to be fcated, and place
themfelves at table with us. Their timidiy and
embarraffment were very great, 7 '
(a) Lliad, lib, 22. .
Yaic]. (0] s¢ pificent
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¢ nificent work, whilft her flaves were heat-
““ ing the bath for her hufband on his re-
¢« turn from battle.” .

Telemachus, feeing that Penelope, in
fpeaking to her fuitors, talked of affairs
which feemed to be out of her fphere, fays
to her “ O, mother! go up into your
¢ apartment ; refume the occupations of
¢ your fex, the fhuttle, and the diftaff,
¢« Command in the midft of your women,
<« hut leave to the men, and above all to
« me, the care of this bow. Penelope
¢ withdrew, fecretly admiring the wifdom
s¢ of her fon (4).”

Labour, however, has its interludes.
Joy is not banithed the interior of the ha-
ram. The nurfe interefts you in the hiftory
of paft times, by the manner in which fhe
relates the tale. Gay or tender airs are
fung ; flaves accompany the voice with
the tambour de bafque and caftanets. The
almé fometimes come to enliven the f{cene
by their dances, and the touching melody
of their voices. They gracefully repeat .

(%) Odyﬂ'ey, lib. 21,

paflionate
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pﬁﬁiouate romances. .A collation, where
perfumes and exquifite fruits are in abun-
dance, terminates the daily fcene. Thus
do the Egyptian women ftrive to charm
the liftlefinefs of their captivity.

Yet they are not wholly prifoners. Thcy
have permiffion once or twice a week to
go to the bath, and to vifit their relations
and their friends. Another duty they are
permitted to perform, is, to weep over the
dead. I haveoften feen, in the environs of
Cairo, difconfolate mothers, repeating fu-
neral hymns around the tombs which they
had covered with odoriferous plants. It
was thus .that Hecuba (¢) and Andro-

mache
(¢) 1 fhall lay before you the lamentations of
Andromache, and of Fatima.

ACNS DERE TN CATE SH OEs

¢ O my hulband, thou dieft in the flower of thy

¢ age! Thou leaveft me a widow in a defert palace.
¢ Before this helplefs infant, the uphappy offspring
¢ of our love, arrives at puberty, the city of Troy
£¢ will be overthrown. Thou art no more, Thoy
f¢ who defendedft her ramparts, who protectedit her
¢ women from violence, and her children from caps
¥ tivity. Triumphant veflels prepare to lead them
02 ¢ inty
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mache poured forth their lamentations
near the body of Hellor. It was thus

that

¢ jnto bondage, and I fhall be amongft the numbper
¢ of the captives. O! my fon! thou muft fhare in
¢ my misfortune ; thy hands will be employed in un-
¢ worthy labours, by order of a cruel mafter; per-
¢ haps even one of thofe Greeks, whofe father, fon,
¢ or brother has fallen by the hands of Hedtor, will
<¢ precipitate thee in his fury from the fummit of ene
< of our towers ; for Hector was terrible in his com-
< hats, and he often covered the earth with the bo-
¢ dies of his enemies. All Ilion celebrates his va<
< lour, and bewails his lofs. ‘Oh my hufband! thy
¢¢ death is a dreadful ftroke for thy parents, but they
< are lefs to be pitied than I am. Hadft thou but
¢ in dying, amidft thy family, ftretched out thy
¢¢ hand to thy unhappy fpoufe! had but thy mouth
< addrefled her in confoling words ! I fhould have
¢ preferved the memory of them in my heart, and have
¢¢ recalled them night and day to my memory, amidft
¢ my tears and fighs.” Iliad, lib. 24.

F A T I M ‘A

€ O my father! O minifter of the moft high! O
< prophet of the merciful God! All then is over!
¢ The divine revelatlon is byried with thee. The
b angel Gabriel has for ever taken his flight to hea-

®ven. Supreme Being, grant my laft prayers. Haften
‘¢ to unite my fou! to his; enable me again to behold

e iis
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that Fatima and Sophia wept over that
of Mahomet. Nor were the Romans
ftrangers to this cuftom. They had their
funeral urns which they crowned with
cyprefs. With what elegance does Ho-
race ftrew flowers over the urn of Quinti-
lius! How touching and tender (d) is the
ode he addrefles to Virgil on the death of
their common friend! Amongft the Eu-
“ropean nations, where the ties of blood
are not fo ftri&, thofe religious duties
paid to the dead by the piety of the anci-,
ents, are as much as poffible fuperfeded ; but
one only dies without regret, when one

has not known the happinefs of being loved
in lfe. :

%¢ his face ; deprive me not of the fruit of his merits
¢¢ and interceffion at the day of judgment.”

Then taking a little duft from off his coffin, and
bolding it near her face, fbe added < When one has
¢ fmelt the duft of his tomb, can one any longer
“ relifh the flavour of the moft exquifite perfumes?
¢ Alas! all thefe agreeable fenfations are loft to my
-* heart. The clouds of melancholy, which rife
¢¢ around rne,_ would change the moft beautiful days
“ into gloomy nights.” Fie de Mabomet, p. 235+

(d) Horace, ode 24.

0 3 The
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The Egyptian women treat one arother
in the moft affeGtionate manner on their
vifits, When a woman. enters a haram,
the miftrefs of the houfe rifes, makes offer
of her hand, puts it on her heart, embraces
her, and feats her by her fide. A female
flave haftens to take off her black cloke,
and fhe is defired to put herfelf at her eafe.
She lays afide her veil, and her fhift f¢/,
and retains only a flowing robe which is
perfectly adapted to her fhape, and is
faftened round the middle by a fath. Com-
pliments are then paid her in the oriental
ftyle (f). ¢ My mother or my fifter,
¢ why have you fo long neglected us?
«¢ we were fighing after your company. It
¢ embellithes our houfe, it conflitutes
¢ the happinefs of our lives,” &c.

() A habit of ceremony which goes over the other
tlothes, except the collar, it is like the chemife adopted
by the French women. It is taken off, as foon as
they are feated, to be freer and lighter clad. In Arabie
, they call it camis.

(/) The titles of Mrs. Mifs, &c. are unknown
in Egypt. An elderly woman is called mother, a
* younger woman' fiffer, 2 young g:rI daughter of the

arg':.

L Slaves
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Slaves then prefent her with coffee,
therbet, and fweetmeats. They chat, they
laugh, and toy together. A large dith
is placed on the fopha, which is covered
with pomegranates, bananas, and excel-
lent melons.  The daughter of the houfe,
holding a ewer full of water mixed with
rofe-water, prefents it to wafth with, in a
filver plate. During the time they eat, noify
mirth, and joyous converfation fealon the
repaft. The wood of aloes is kept burn-

~ing in the - caffolet, and perfumes the
apartment.  After the collation, flaves
dance to the noife of cymbals, and the
ladies often take a fhare in their amufe-
ments. Before they part they often re-
peat “¢ God preferve your health! Heaven
¢ grant you a numerous progeny ! God
«¢ preferve your children, the joy and glory
¢¢ of your family (g ).”

During the whole time a ftranger is in
the haram the hufband is not allowed to
approach it. It is the afylam of hofpita-

(¢) Imention thefe withes, which are very ancient
in the Eaft, fince they are often to be met with
in the holy fcriptures,

0 4 li-tY »
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lity, and cannot be violated without dan-
gerous confequences.  This is a privilege
the Egyptian women carefully maintain,
and it is rendered dear to them by a very
powerful motive. A lover in difguife
may be thus introduced into the forbidden
place (4, and it is of the laft importance
not to be difcovered. Death would pay
the forfeit of the attempt. Love in this
country, where the paflions are impetuous, .
both from the nature of the climate, and
the obftacles it meets with, is often fol-
lowed by tragic {cenes.

The Turkilh women go always under
the guard of eunuchs, to take the air on
the Nile, and enjoy the profpect of its
charming banks. There- are handfome
apartments in their boats, richly decorated.
They are adorned with fculpture, and are
agreeably painted. They are diftinguith-
able, from the blinds let down over the
windows, and the mulic that accompanies
them, :

(5) 1 have already f;ud that Haram fi gnifies pro.
hibitel place,

When
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When they cannot go abroad, they en<
deavour to enliven their prifon. Towards
the fetting fun they mount upon the ter-
race, and enjoy the cool of the evening
amidft the flowers which are carefully
preferved there. They often bathe them-
felves, and enjoy, at once, the coolnefs of
the water, the perfume of odoriferous
plants, the freth air, and the fight of a
million ftars fhining in the firmament.

So was Bathfbeba bathing herfelf, when
David /7) faw her from the top of his
palace, v

The Turks, to prevent their women
from being feen from the tops of the mi-
narets, oblige the public criers to fwear
- that they will thut their eyes at the hours
when they mount up them to announce
the prayers ; but a more effectual precau-
tion they take is, to choofe blind men for
thefe pious functions.

Such, Sir, is the ordinary life of the
Egyptian women. To bring up their
children, to exhploy themfelves folely in

(i) Book of Kings, chap. 11.
the
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the affairs of houfe-keeping, to live retired
in the interior of their family, conftitute
their duties. ‘To vilit and give enter-
tainments to each other, . where they
often refign themfelves to wanton mirth,
and to the greateft freedoms, to go on
the water, or walk under the fhade of
orange-trees, and to hear the a/m¢; thefe
are their amufements. = They deck them-
felves out with as much art to receive their
acquaintances, as the French women do
to diftinguifth themfelves in the eyes of
the men. Naturaily timid and gentle,
they become forward; and are hurried away
by paffion, when once a violent appetite
gets pofleffion of their fouls. Then nei-
ther bolts nor bars, nor the Cerberufes who
furround them, are any obftacle to their
defires. Death itfelf, fufpended over their
heads, does not hinder them from con-
triving means to fatisfy their paffions, and
they are feldom ineffeétual.

I have the honour to be, &c.

L EiE-
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LETTER XVI,
An intrigue which bappened ar Rofetta, be

gaeen an Buropean and a young girl, @ na-
tive of Georgia.

To Mr. L. M.

Grand Cairo.

TO complete, Sir, the portrait of the

Egyptian women, I fhall recount to
you an adventure of gallantry, which hap-
pened a fhort time ago at Rofetta. - It will
give you an idea of the manner in which
they love in this country. To paint man-
ners, we muft make ufe of fats, not rea-
foning. I fhall only be careful to throw a
veil over my picures. Should my narra-
tive become animated, attribute it to the
nature of the fubjeét.

Old Haflan, a very jealous Turk, had
married ‘a Georgian girl of fixteen; fhe
was never fuffered to be out of fight; but
is there any barrier againft love? This Seig-
nior -who was very rich, pofleffed fome
beautiful eftates in the environs of Rofetta.
At a quarter of a league’s diftance from the
town he had a magnificent garden, where

he
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he permitted young Gemilé (for that was
her name) to go in the evenings to take the
air, attended by feveral {laves of both fexes,
The men kept the gate, and ftood fentry
round the walls. The women followed
her into the garden. There fhe walked
penfively under the orange bowers. . The
murmur of the waters, the frethnefs of the
verdure, the tender accents of the turtle
doves which inhabit thefe hallowed groves,
only added food to her melancholy. She
gathered fruit and ate it without tafte, the
plucked a flower, and {melt it without en-
joyment. The pleafures fhe partook of
with her women, only ferved to whet her
defires, One evening as fhe was paffing
along the river to go to her garden, covered
with her veil, and furrounded by her flaves,
fhe perceived an European who had lately
arrived at Rofetta (2). His drefs, fo dif-
ferent from that of the Turks, made her
remark him. The bloom of youth fill
glowing on his cheeks, not yet made tawny

(#) The Europeans may keep their drefs at Rofet-
ta; but they run a rifk in going far from the townin
it.

by
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by the fun; caught her attention. She
pafled him flowly, and let her fan drop (Z/,
to have a pretence for ftopping a moment.
She met his eyes, and his looks penetrated
to the very bottom of her foul. The air,
the fhape, every feature, every attitude
of the ftranger, remained imprinted on her
memory. 'The impoffibility of {peaking to
him, the dread of feecing him no muore,
gave her the moft lively feelings of her
bondage ; and a growing defire, from the
conftraint in which fhe lived, became at
once an impetuous paflion. Scarcely had
the entered the fhady grove, before fhe
ftole away from the troublefome crowd,
and taking afide one of her women, in
whom fhe placed the greateft confidence,
¢ Did you obferve, faid fhe, the young ftran-
¢ ger? what vivacity is there in his eyes!
«¢ what looks he darted towards mel O
¢ my friend, O my dear Zetfé! go and find
“ him. Tell him to come to-morrow un=
““der the orange-trees that line the gar-
“ den, near the wood of date-trees, where

(1) The Egyptian women carry fans made of feathers,
faftened in a handle of wood, of a femicircular form.
“’the

~
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“the wall is loweft. ~ Tell him that I
“ with to fee him; to converfe with
¢ him; only let him take care to elude
«¢ the vigilance of my mercilefs keepers.
The meflage was punctually conveyed.
The European promifed without reflec-
tion, but was prevented by the dangers to
which he would be expofed. The flave
difguifed like a merchant, finds him a fe-
cond time, and enquires why he had broke
his word. He made feveral excufes, and
fixed a diftant day of rendezvous, that he
might confider of the meafure. Reflection
prevailed over defire. The fight of a place
prepared for impaling fome unhappy wretch
alive, froze his courage. He did not keep
his affignation.  Zetfé returns a third time,
after fome fharp reproaches, tells him of
her miftrefs’s paffion for him, and of the
horror in which fhe held old Hafian,
She extolled the charms, the beauty, and
painted the ill fortune of a young woman
torn from her parents, and fold to a bar-
barian. The young man, {feduced by this
portrait, vowed that he would be the next
day under the fhade, an hour after funfet,
The
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The beautiful Gemilé ftill full of confi~
dence, tho’ hitherto deceived, had gone into
the bath. Her black locks, which formed
a contraft to the fairnefs of her com-
plexion, were juft wathed with rofe water,
and flowing in trefies down to her very feet.
She was perfumed with precious eflences.
A girdle richly embroidered difplayed her
fhape, and faftened her light drefs, which,
without being made to proje& artificially,
afflumed the exa& form of ‘her body, and
defined all its contours. She had thrown
off her veil and mantle ; an India hand-
kerchief adorned with pearls, crowned her
head. All brilliant as fthe was with the
graces of youth, fhe ftill feared fhe was
not handfome enough; fhe waited with
anxiety, now quickening her pace, then
fuddenly ftopping fhort, and lying down
to roll amongft the flowers. She ftarted at
the leaft noife, and caft her eyes towards
the country. The fun was fet, the ftars
began to fhine. Night, fo beautiful in this
climate, night, whofe delicious coolnefs
repairs the exhaufted ftrength, and reftores
the foul to its full energy, had fpread her

veil
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veil over all nature, and thickened her
thades on the bower which concealed the
amorous Gemilé. Each breath of wind
which fhook the leaves, alternately extin-
guifhed and revived fear and hope in her
fluttering heart. Uncertainty, the torment
of paffionate lovers, made her experience
at once a thoufand miferies.

The moment of returning to the town
was come, and the found herfelf again de-
ceived for the third time. Rage takes
place of tender fentiments. She breathes
nothing but revenge, and is on the point of
commanding the death of her deceiver ; but
endowed as fthe was with more fenfibility
than vanity, hope and defire foon got the
better of her refentment. ¢¢No, faid fhe,
¢ he fhall not die; go, my dear Zetfé, go
“and be the bearer of peaceful tidings,
¢ Diflipate his fears, paint to him my
“ Jove, and let him come and tafte its
<< yalue.”

Zetfé returns to the European, calms
his apprehenfions, gives him a lively re-
prefentation of the tendernefs of her mif-
trels, and the good fortune which was of-

fered
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fered him. The imprudent youth, una-
ble to refift fuch a feducing piGture, made
frefh promifes 5 but fcarcely was he aloney
before the idea of an ignominious death
made him violate his vows. Patience may
be exhaufted. That of Gemilé continued
long. For nine months did {he folicit a man
whom fhe had only feen for a moment.
She pleaded in his behalf, who merited no
excufes. To thefe fruitlefs attempts fhe
added freth ones, and could not prevail om
herfelf to lofe the fruit of fo much labour,
One evening that fhe had been pouring
forth bitter tears, one evening that the had
forgot herfelf under the thade, with think-
ing on him fhe loved, and whofe image
was perpetually before her eyes, old Haffan,
tired of waiting for her, ufed her ill. The
charm was broken. She retired furious
into her apartment. Defpairing love tran{-
ported her to vengeance, but mitigated,
whilft it pronounced the fentence;
““ Hearken, faid fhe to her faithful Zetfé,
‘“ go to-morrow at fun-rife, find this per=-
“ fidious European, and convey to him

““ my laft words: Stranger, I have fcen thee;
Vor L. P «]
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«¢ 1 thought thee poffefled of fenfibility,
¢«and my heart withed to.belong to thee,
«¢ For nine months thou haft betrayed my
6 hOpCS- Thou makeft a fport of Pefjury.
« Take heed (), thy life is in my hands,
¢« and [ am irritated. On Thurfday, Haf-
¢ fan fets out for Faoiié, he returns late,
1 fhall pafs the day in the country,
¢ Come and receive thy pardon at my
« feet, or a flave fhall bring me thy head.
¢ ] have fworn it by the prophet; Gemil¢
¢« will be fatisfied, or revenged.”

Zetfé faithfully repeats the words of her
miftrefs, and the European deliberates na
longer. ‘That death appeared preferable to
him at leaft, which promifed pleafures; he
‘made a prefent to the flave, conjured her
to calm the rage of Gemilé, and affured
her that he would not fail to be at the
place of rendezvous a little after  fun-fet,
He was not however without uneafinefs,
Is it a fnare laid for him ? May fhe not be
difpofed to punith fo many breaches of

(#) It is very ealy for a Turkifh woman to get a
firanger aflaffinated, or even to get him capitally pu-
nifhed.  Shehas only to exprefs a wifh,

promife ?
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promife > Does 2 Turkith woman know the
pleafure of pardoning ? Can wounded pride
ever be brought to relent? The day ar-
rives, His anxiety augments. A thou-
fand ideas run counter in his mind. A
thoufand fentiments diftract his foul. No
matter ; he muft go. The image of a
beautiful woman whe is waiting for him,
fets him on fire, and hides the dénger from
his eyes. He arms himfelf at the approach
of night, crofles the ficld of rice, ftealg
along the wood of date-trees, and reaches
the wall that feparates him from his fair
Georgian.  His heart beats ; he looks whe-
ther any body fees him ; be {prings upon the
wall, and defcends into the garden. At the
fightof him, two women rife up and feem
frightened. Hcrcmainsmotion.lef_s, One
of them, it was Gemilé, (tretches out her
hand, and encourages him. He approach-
es her, and makes a profound bow, fhe
tenderly raifes him, makes a fign, and
her flave retires. ¢ Stranger, fays fhe tQ
 him, why hatt thou fo long deceived
¢ me? thou did(t not love me then I'==

f¢ Pardon, beautiful Gemilé, fear along has
P2 #¢ hitherto
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¢ hitherto reftrained me; but I come to
¢ throw myfclf at your fCCt, to repair my
« mifconduét.”  She attempts to repew
her reproaches; they expire on her lips,
She takes the young man by the hand,
which trembles in hers, and leads him,
¢ nothing loth,” under a thick bower of
orange-trees. The foliage was filvered over
by the moon; The grafls was covered with
flowers. The delicious odour of the plants
conveyed voluptuoufnefs into all the fenfes.
The gauze and filk fhe wore, {carcely con-
cealed the charms of Gemilé. The mo-
ments were precious ; and hiftory fays that

‘the two lovers knew how to make the
mofit of them.

This adventure, Sir, will appear impro-
bable, as it will be judged relatively to
European manners. I could eafily have
Jrenchified the circumftances,  Then it
might have appeared natural. But where
-would have been the advantage of it?
Another error added to the number! It
would have been faid, the Egyptian are
like the European women, without re-

fle&in g
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them, produced by flavery on one hand,
and freedom on the other; I have rather
chofen to relate a fa&t which is improbable,
than to drefs out a fable with the colour

of truth,

I have the honour to be, &c.

P3 LET-
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LETTER XVIL
jouﬁzey from Grand Cairo to Gizé, wbhers
the French merchants bave a country
boufe 5 the route from Gizé to the pyra-
mids, with an éxall account of their
beight, as deferibed both by ancient and
modern travellers. It is fbewn that the
great pyramid is at prefent 600 feet bigh ;
dut that in the time of Herodotus, when the
Jand was not accumulated round its bafe,
st meafured almofl 800 feet perpendicular.

To Mr. L. M

Grand Cairo.
OU are furprifed, Sir, that I havé

hitherto made no mention of the py-
famids. You expet a defcription of them;
which may clear your doubts, and deter-
mine your judgment. This has been the
very reafon of my filence. Ihave only de-
layed it hitherto from the defire of afcer=
taining facs, and of giving fuch particu=
lary as imay gratify your curiofity. One
journey
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journey 'was not fufficient. I arrive from
a fecond one with the Count d’Antragues,
who has been led into Egypt by his thirft
after knowledge. This French nobleman
unites the moft amiable qualities with a
great deal of underftanding and much in«
formation. .
We fet out from Grand Cairo after din-
ner, and went out of town by the quarter
of Hanefi. ‘The Nile was on our right, and
the canal of zbe Prince of the Faithful on
our left.  The plain we crofled extends
as far as Mafr Foflaz. It is interfeCted by
lakes, by clumps of trees, and gardens.
There are f{everal country houfes alfo be-
longing to the grandees. The moft confi-
derableis that of Ibrahim Bey, Cheik Elbe-
led (0, whither he often brings his women.
They have for a walk, a vaft enclofure
planted with orange and pomegranate
trees, with a covered terrace, which over-
looks the river. It is there they fpend
a part of their days in captivity. A little
(2) It is, as I have already faid, the title affumed by

the moft powerful amongit the Beys, and fignifies
Governor of the country.

Py farther
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farther is a large building inhabited by the
dervifes. It is faid that their proximity is
a fubje@ of confolation to the fair pri-
foners.

At the extremity of the plain we found
the opening of the canal of the Prince of
the Faithful, and the water-caltle. We
traverfed a part of Old Cairo, and embark-
ing at the point of the Mekias we land-
ed at Gizé, where the French merchants
hire handfome country-houfes.  We paf-
fed the evening there, impatient to conti-
nue cur journey. Before we fet out it was
neceffary to make a prefent to the Kia-
¢ehef (p), who promifed us two Cheiks (g,
to fecure us from being pillaged by the
Arabs. This was formerly a voluntary gift,
but at prefent is become a tribute, which the
governor exadts from European curiofity.
It originated with the Englith, who in re-
turning from Bengal never fail to vifit the
pyramids. The ridiculous vanity of thefe
Nabobs diftributing their gold by handfuls,
fle&ing on the immenfe difference between

(») Governor.
(7) Man of the law, or of authority amongft the
Arabs. :
them
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renders travelling more expenfive and more
difficult for thofe who have not had the
fortune to govern the rich provinces of
Bengal.

- The prefent being accepted, and the
efcort arrived, we quitted Gizé at about
one o’clock in the morning. Scarcely had:
we travelled a quarter of a league before we
perceived the fummit of the two great pyra-
mids, from which we were three leagues
diftant. The full moon fhone upon them,
and they appeared like two points of rock
crowned by the clouds. The fight of thefe
ancient monuments, which have outlived
the deftru&@ion of nations, the fall of em-
pires, and the ravages of time, infpires a
fort of veneration. The calmnefs of the
air, the filence of the night, added ftill
further to their majefty. The foul, cafting
an eye over the ages that have paffed away
‘before their unthaken mafs, trembles with
an involuntary refpect. Hail to the remains
of the feven wonders of the world ! Honour

be to the power of that people who could
saife them !

IF
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It isin the rich territory which furrounds
them, that fable has placed the Elyfian
fields. The canals which interfe@ them
are the Styx and Lethé. Penetrated with
ideas of mythology, you think you behold
the fhades of heroes and virtuous men
fleeting by your fides. You think you
hear the laft adieu of Eurydice. How
many affeCting images have thefe places,
celebrated by Orpheus and by Homer, fur-
nithed to poetry!

We kept advancing however, and the
pyramids, whofe afpects varied according
to the circuits we made in the plain, and
the pofition of the clouds, difplayed them-
felves more and more to view. At half
paft three in the morning we arrived at the
foot of the greateft. We left our clothes
at the gate of the paffage which leads to
the infide, and defcended, carrying each of
us 2 flambeau in his hand. Towards the_
bottom you muft creep like ferpents to get
into the interior paffage which correfponds
with the former. We mounted it on our
knees, fupporting ourfelves with our-hands
againft the fides. Without this precaution

one
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oiie runs the rifk of flipping on the in-
clined plane, where the flight notches are
infufficient to ftop the foot, and one might
fall to  the bottom. Towards the middle
we fired a piftol, the frightful noife of
which, repeated in the cavities of this im«
menfe edifice, continued a long time, and
awakened thoufands of bats, which flying
round us, ftruck againft our hands and
faces, and extinguilhed feveral of our wax
candles. They are much larger than the
European bats. Arrived above, we entered
a great hall, the gate of which is very
low. It is an oblong fquare, wholly com-
pofed of granite. Seven enormous ftones
extend from one wall to the other, and
form the roof. A farcophagus made of .- -
one block of marble lies at one end of it.
This monument has been violated by the
hands of men. Itis empty, and the lid
of it has been wrenched off. Some pieces
of earthen vafes lie around it. Under this
beautiful hall is a chamber not fo lasge,
where you find the entrance to a conduit
filled with rubbith. After examining thefe
caves, where day-light never pcnetrated(;

an
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and where eternal night thickens his gloomy
fhades, we defcended the fame way, taking
care not to fall into a well (), which is
on the left, and goes to the very foundations
of the pyramid. The internal air of this
edifice never being renewed, is fo hot, and
mephitic, that one is almoft fuffocated.
When we came out of it, we were drop-
ping with fweat, and pale as death. We
might have been taken for fpecires. After
greedily breathing the external air, and re-
frething ourlfelves with it, we loft no time
in f{caling this mountain made by the
hands of men. It is compofed of more
than two hundred layers of ftone. They
overlap each other in proportion to their
elevation, which is from two to four feet.
It is neceffary to climb up all thefe enor-
mous fteps to reach the top. We under-
took it at the North-Eaft angle, which is
the leaft damaged. It took us however,
half an hour with great pains and many
efforts to effe it.

(r) Pliny knew of it.—There is in the pyramid a
‘well 26 cubits deep. Lib. 36.

The
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The fun was rifing, and his gilding was
gradually fpreading over the eaft. We en-
ioyed a pure air, and a moft delicious cool~
nefs. Prefently he began to gild the point
of the Mokattam (s), and his luminous
difk appeared on the edge of the moun=
tain. We received his firft rays, and dif-
tinguifthed in the fhade the points of the
pyramids of Saccara, at three leagues dif-
tance from us in the plain of the mum-
mies. ‘The light defcended rapidly. = The
minarets, and the tops of the date-trees,
planted round the villages, built on emi-
nences, appeared enlightened. Every
mftant difcovered to us new beauties. As
this luminary mounted in the heavens, he
{pread hisburning rays over the mountains
“and the valley of Egypt. The flocks were
defcending from the hamlets, boats under
fail were going up the Nile. We followed
with our eyes the vaft contours formed by
him in the plain. To the north we had
barren hills, and parched fands; to "the
fouth, the river, and an ocean of harvelts;

() The'mountain which overlooks Grand Cairo.
o
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to the eaft, to complete the picture, we pey-
ceived the fmall town of Gizé, the tow-
ers of Mafr Foftat, the minarets of Grand
Cairo, and the caftle of Salah' Eddin,——
Seated on the loftic(t and moft ancicnt mo-
nument of men, as on a throne, by run-
ning over the horizon, we faw a frightful
defert; a rich country where lay the
Elyfian fields, hamlets, towns, a ma=
jeftic river, and edifices, which feenied tq
be the work of giants. There is not in
i:he univerfe 2 more varied, a more magni-
ficent, and more awful fpectacle, It ele-
vates the mind, and forces it to contem-
plation.

- After engraving our names on the {um-
mit of the pyramid, we defcended cau-
tioufly, for we had the abyfs before us.’
A picce of ftone detaching itfelf under our
feet or hands, might have fent us to the
bottom.

Arrived at the foot of the pyramid, we
made the tour of it, contemplating it with a
fort of horror. When viewed clofe, it feems
to be made of maffes of rocks; but at g
hundred paces diftance, the largenefs of the

ftones
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ftones is loft in the immenfity of the whole,
and they appear very {mall.

To determine its dimenfions is ftill a pro-
blem. From the time of Herodotus to our
days,it has been meafured by a great number
of travellers and learned men, and their dif-
ferent calculations, far from clearing up
doubts, have only increafed the uncertainty.
1 thall give you a table of them, which will

ferve at leaft to prove how difficult it is to
come at the truth.

Height of the great Width of one of
pyramid. its fides.
Ancients. French feet.

Herodotus - 800 - = - =~ 8oo
Strabo - =~ 625 - - - - 6oo

Diodorus Siculus 600 and a fration. 700

Pliny - - - - - - - - 708

Moderns.
Le Bruyn - 616 - - - - 404
Profper Alpinus 625 - = - = 750
Thevenot - 520 -~ - « = 682
Nieburh - 440 - = = = @71Q
Greaves - L4 RTE Vit 64.8

Number
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Number of layers of ftone which form it.

Greaves s == 207 = = layers.
Maillet - - 208
Albert Liewenftein 260

Pocock - - - 212
Belon - - - 250
Thevenot - - 208

It appears to me that Mefiicurs Greaves
and Nieburh have prodigioufly deceived
themfelves in meafuring the perpendicular
“height of the great pyramid. All the tra-
vellers allow, in fa&, that it has at leaft
“two hundred layers of ftone. . Now, thefe
layers, are from two to four feet high /z /.

() The layers are from four feet and a half to four
feet high, being not fo high at the top as at the bafe.
Pocock, defeription of the Eaft, 1/f volume.

The elevation of the firft layer is five feet, but it di-
minithes infenfibly in proportion as one mounts.
Profper /flpz‘m‘u, chap. 6. of the Pyramids.

T'his pyramid has 208 fteps of large ftones, the thick-
nefs of which makes- the height of them about two
feet and a half, one with another, for I have meafured
fome of them more than three feet high. Thevenot,
- 242. i

TR e
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The higheft are at the bafe, and decreafe
infenfibly to the top. I have meafured
feveral of them which were more than
three feet high, and I found none lefs than
two,- the leat height of them we can take
as a medium, therefore, is ‘two feet and
a half, which, even'according to Mr.
Greaves's calculation, who reckons 207
layers, would make 517 feet fix inches per~
pendicular height.

Obferve that Meflieurs Greaves, Maillet,
Thevenot, and Pocock, who only differ in
the number of the layers, from 207 to 212,
all mounted by the North-eaft angle, as the
leaft injured. I followed the fame route, and:
counted only 208 fteps.. But if we refle&
that the pyramid has been open an the fide
next the defart, that the ftones on that fide
havebeenthrown down, that the fand which
covers them has formed a confiderable
hill, we fhall not be aftonithed that Al-
bert Liewenftein, Belon, and Profper
Alpinus, who muft have mounted by the
South-eaft, or Scuth-weft angle, which
are lefs expofed to the fands of Lybia,
thould have found a greater number of

Yor. I, Q_ fteps,
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fteps, fo that the calculation of thefe tra.
vellers, agreeing with that of Diodorus
Siculus and Strabo, appears to be neareft
the true height of the pyramid taken at jts
natural bafe; whence we may conclude
with reafon, that it is at leaft fix hundred
feet high. Indeed this is authenticated by
a paflage of Strabo (x). Thefe are his
words, ¢ Towards the middle of the height
« of one of the ﬁdc_s, is a ftone that may
« be raifed up. It thuts an oblique
«« paflage which leads to a coffin placed in
¢« the center of the pyramid.” This paflage
open in our days, and which in the time
of Strabo (y), was towards the middle of
one face of the pyramid, is at prefent only
a hundred feet from the bafe. So that
the ruins of the covering of the pyramid,
and of the ftones brought from within,
buried by the fand, have formed a hill in
this place two hundred feet high [z).
Pliny comes in aid of  this opinion. The
great Sphynx was in .his time upwards of
62 feet above the furface of the ground.
(=) Strabo, Iib. 17. p. 1161.
(y) That is to fay, in the Auguftan age.

(z) Pliny, lib, 36. page 861.
Its
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its whole body is at prefent buried under
the fand. Nothing more appears of it than
the neck and head, whichare 27 feet high.
If even the fphynx, though defended by
the pyramids againft the northerly winds,
which bring torrents of fand from Libya,
be covered as high as 38 feet, judge what
an immenfe quantity muft have been heap-
ed up to the northward of an edifice whofe
bafe is upwards of feven hundred feet long,
It is to this we muft attribute the prodi-
gious difference between the accounts of the
hiftorians who have meafured the great
pyramid at diftant periods, and at oppofite
angles. Herodotus who faw it in the age
neareft to its foundation, when its true
bafe was ftill uncovered, makes it 8oo feet
{quare (2 ). 'This opinion appears very pro=
bable to me. It is alfo that of Pliny (),
who fays it covered the fpace of eight
acres.

Mefiieurs Shaw (c), Thevenot (d), and

(a) Euterpe, p. 6.

(&) Pliny the naturalift, lib. 36. p. 861.

(¢) Geographical obfervations on Syria and Egypt.
(d) Voyage up the Levant.

Q.2 the
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the other travellers who pretend that this
pyramid was never finithed, becaufe it is
open and without coating, are in an er-
ror. It is only neceflary to obferve the
remains of the mortar, with the fplinters
of white marble which are to be found in
many parts of the fteps, to fee that it has
been coated ; after: reading attentively the
defcription given of it by the ancients,
every doubt vanifhes, and the truth is ag
clear as day light. Let us examine fome
of thefe paffages. ¢ The great pyramid
« was covered with polithed ftones, per-
« fectly well jointed, the fmalleft of which
“ was g0 feet long. It was built in the
“ form of fleps, on each of which were
¢ placed wooden machines to raife the
« ftones from one to another.” Herodotus.,
Exterpe.

“ The great pyramid is built of {tones
¢¢ very difficult of workmanthip, but of an
“ eternal ‘duration. It is preferved to our
‘¢ days (), without being in the leaft ina
“ jured. The marble was_brought. from

(e ) Towards the'midd,le of; thie- Auguftan age,
. ¢ the

-
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e« the quarries of Arabia.” ' Diodorus Sicu-
Jus, lib. 1. '_

This hiftorian thought that the whole
building was compofed of ftones, fimilar -
to thofe of the coating, which were of very
hard marble. Had there been fome pieces.
torn off, he would have perccived under
that covering, a rather foft calcareous ftone.

¢¢ The great pyramid is formed of ftones
¢ brought from the quarries of Arabia. Itis
““ not far from the village of Bufiris [/,
¢ where thofe perfons refide who are fo
¢ {kilful as to climb up to the top.” Pliny
the naturalift, lib. 36.

This paflfage fhews that Pliny, deceived
by the appearance, was in the fame error
with Diodorus Siculus. It demonftrates
alfo that it was covered. For what difh-
culty would there have been for the inha-
bitants of Bufiris to f{cale a building
raifed by fteps? but it was really a prodi-
gy for them to get up it when it formed a
mountain, the four inclined planes of

(f) This village ftill exifts ; it is called Boufir, and
. is only a fhort league from the pyramids.

(L 3 WhiCh
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which prefented a furfice covered with
polifhed marble.

I fhall not purfue my remarks any far-
ther, to prove to you that the great pyra-
mid had a coating of marble. It is an in-
conteftible fat. It is as certain too that
it has been fhut, as Strabo gives us to un=
derftand; and that by removing a ftone:
placed in the middle of one of the fides,
one found a paffage which led to the tomb
of the king; but I fhall leave Mr. Muillet,
who vifited it forty times with all imagin-
able attention, the honour of laying before
you the means employed to open it. I
have examined the infide of it in two diffe-
rent journeys; twice I have mounted it,
and I cannot help admiring the fagacity
with which that author has developed the
mechanifm of that aftonithing edifice; [
thall fubjoin his enquiries, and his plan
of the pyramid, fince I could only ex-
prefs rhyfclf as he does, and all the honour
of the difcovery belongs to him, I fhall
pnly add fome neceffary notes. '

I have the honour to be, &c.
LET,
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LETTER XVIL

Remarks on the intertor [flrutture of the
great pyramid, its apartments, the means
employed by the architeéls to fbut it, and
render it inacceffible, with the method
now ufed of procuring admittance. This
article is extratted from the learned Mail-

let.  Subjoined is a chart, with notes, and
reflections.

TosMy =M.

: Grand Cairo.
NOT only, Sir, has the great pyramid
been coated, and finithed on the
outfide, but it was fhut, and has been
forcibly opened. This I take upon me
to eftablifh, {o as to leave no doubt of the
fact.
This violence may be remarked in the
firt place at the natural entry of the py-
ramid, whence, as may be feen with a

Q4 : little
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little attention, fome of the ftones which
thut it, and were of an enormbus fize, have
been removed. Thefe ftones were placed
above a paflage, which, by a fteep defcent;
leads you to the centre of the pyramid,
and to the chambers where the bodies of
thofe who had built it were to be depo<
fited. ‘This paffage; which flopes very
rapidly, is one hundred feet long; and has
its entrance at a hundred feet from the
bafe of the pyramid. You get to it by a
fort of hill, of about that height, formed
by the ruins of the pyramid itfelf. The
paffage is three feet three inches fquare,
and is filled from top to bottom with very
even ftones, of the fame marble of which
it is compofed. Above the opening of
the entrance into this paflage, one remarks
in the body of the pyramid, a fpace of
nine or ten feet, whence ftones of g2
prodigious fize have been carried off, as
appears from thofe which remain. Thig
remark alone would fufficiently prove that
the pyramid has been clofed, fince thefe
ftones can only have been removed, to
difcover
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"difcover- the entrance of the paffage,..or_'
to get a better hold of thefe which were
in the paﬂ'age itfelf, and which were bound
to thofe that have been wrenched oE
This may be obferved at the letter A.
After removing thefc prudmlous f’cones, and
thofe of the paffage, which were under the
former, it was eafy to draw out, the others,
by taking hold of '_thé part of them that
- projected externally. Itis{uppofed, in or-
der to render the exccution of fuch an
enterprize more diflicult, that in placing
thefe {tones in the paffage, they were co-
vered with a very flrong cement, that
they might adhere more clofely to the
wall of the paflfage, and conftitute only
one mafs with the whole body- of the
building ; but by making ufe of ftronger
powers, and by the means of hot-water
running in the channel marked B. they
had fucceeded in deftroying the quality of
the cement, and in detaching thefe ftones,
‘which they then drew out with little
trouble, It is certain, at lealt that they
have been able to extrac them without
at all injuring the ftones which form the

paflage.
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paffage. Infa&, they are as well polithed at’
prefent, as on the firft day, except in the
bottom of the paffage, where they have fince
hammered out cavities two or three ﬁﬁgers
deep. This precaution was neceffary, to
facilitate the entry and return of the per-
fons who vifit the pyramid. It is eafy to
conceive, that, were it not for this aid, it
would be impofiible to defcend this paffage,
without being hurried rapidly to the bot-
tom; and that to remount, it would be
neceffary to tie one’s felf by cords faftened
at the external entrance.

I have hinted above that this paffage
was compofed of marble; I further add,
that the ftones which form its four fides,
are in fa&, of the fineft white marble, and
confequently the hardeft. I acknowledge
that it is rather of a yellowith caft ; owing,
doubtlefs, to length of time (g/). One of

thefe

(z) It is not grown yellow from time, it is its
natural colour. There is at the foot of Mount Col-
zoum, on the weftern coaft of the Red Sea, an im-
menfe quarry of this yellow marble. The fandy
plain which leads to it is called Elaraba---the Plain
of Waggons, This name is undoubtedly derived from

the
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thefe prodigious flones which were rema-
ved, as I have faid, from before the aper-
ture of the paflage, when the pyramid was
forced, is ftill to be feen at the entrarice.
It is cuftomary to get upon it and eat,
when one vifits this illuftrious monument.
It is undoubtedly of the fame marble, as
well as all thofe which form the other paf-
fages. It ison this principle I have ad-
vanced, that the ftones, which clofed the
firft paffage I have juft {poken of, and even
all the other paffages of the pyramid, were
alfo of the fame marble, preferred, doubt-
lefs, to any other, on account of its ex-
treme durability. It is very eafy to afcer-
tain this, by lifting up one half of the
ftone ftill exifting at the place marked C.
where the interior and exterior paflages
join.  With refpe& tc the infide of the
pyramid, it is fo dark, and fo blackened

the waggons made ufe of to convey the marble to
the Nile, from whence it was tranfported, by water,
almoft to the foot of the pyramids. Herodotus and
Pliny affure us that the ftones, with which they were
covered, were brought from the quarrics of Arabia,

becaufe that part of Egypt was then called Arabia.

by
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by the fmoke of the candles, and way.
lights burnt there for ages, by perfons whe
have vifited ity that it is difficult to form
an accurate judgment of the quality of
the ftones of the halls, and other places
within this enormous ma(s.  One only
obferves that they have been finely po-
lithed, that they are of the greateft dus
rability, and fo well jointed, that it is
impoflible to infert the point of a knife
between them.

They had cleared this firft paffage, and
accomplifhed this laborious work, when a
fecond, ftill more confiderable, prefented
itfelf, It was then neceflary to extract
the ftones with which another paffage was
filled, which went up from this towards
the fummit of the pyramid, by a route as
fteep as the other was floping. The firft
queftion was, how to find out where the
paffage which mounted towards the top
terminated in that which they had open-
ed; and I fuppofe they difcovered it, al-
though the ftone, which clofed this paffage,
was fo exactly fitted, as to leave no mark
' of
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of any opening whatever. It could only
be obferved, that it did not, like the others,
pafs over the upper part of the firft paffage;
this was difcovered by founding with the
point of a knife, or fome other inftru-
ment, which could eafily be pufthed into
the cement that covered this ftone, and
joined it to thofe of the lower paffage,
This was found out, at ten feet from
the end of the latter paffage, the bet-
ter to deceive thofe ‘who might fearch to
difcover this opening. This flone was
firft attacked, and it was no eafy work.
The place was very narrow, and the work
muft have been carried on above the head,
by lying on the back, without being able
to ufe the ftrength of the arms but very
feebly, and at the rifk of being crufhed
every moment by a heavy mafs ready to
fall upon them. This may be feen by
cafting the eye on the figure, at letter C.
After overcoming, however, by the ham-
mer, the refiftance of this firt {tone, which
muft have had a hold in this place, there
fucceeded a fecond, which ran along the
bettom of the paflage, and which muft have

been
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been worked in another manner. A
length they got the better of this as well
as of the former; but as another ftil] pre
fented itfelf, the labour being thought too
tedious, this method was abandoned, and
after preventing the defcent of the ftone
which followed, and fhut up the entrance
of the paflage, they made at the place
marked D. a forced route of forty feet
long, by ecight or ten feet wide, in the
flones which lined the lower paffage, and
which were at its extremity. This route
is pointed out in the plate by the letter
E.(4); in fome places it is narrow and
very low ; in others it is high enough to
admit of a man’s ftanding erec¢t. Thiswork
coft an infinite deal of labour. Turning
at length to the left, towards the upper
paflage, they removed from the fide of it

three or four ftones, which made an open-

(k) This uneven winding route, very different from
the paflages of the pyramid, evidently proves that
* it has been entered by force. What prodigious pains
and labour it muft have coft, to clear out a road of
forty feet, in a narrow fpace, and through a mafs of
enormous ftones !

ing
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ing of fifteen or twenty feet broad in the
place marked G. But before I fpeak of
the continuation of this work, it is proper
to obferve, that the real ftone which clofed
the paflage in the place where it formed
an angle with the lower one, that this
ftone, which had been cut in proportion
to that angle, and which exactly clofed
this entry, has really been removed as I
have mentioned. The ftone in fa&, with
which it is at prefent clofed, by no means
fits it, but leaves, on the contrary, an inter-
val of three or four fingers at the upper
part, which ought to be longer there than
at the lower. This may be feen at the
place marked F. in the plate.

When they had wrenched off, and bro-
ken the three ftones, which clofed the fide
of the upper paffage, from the place marked
G, it was neceffary to attempt to empty it
of all the other ftones, not only thofe which
correfponded with that opening, but thofe
alfo which were above, to an unknown ex-
tent. This was adifficult and very tedious
undertaking, fince only one perfon could

work in a fpacc of three feet three inches
fquare.
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fquare. There was reafon to think, howe.
ever, that befides the great number of ftones
that might be met with in the paflage,
there might perhaps be beyond it, in 4
place not {o narrow, ‘a long continuation
of the fame ftones ready to choke up thig
paf{agc in proportion as it was cleared out,
This was in fact an augmentation of pain
and labotr the architeét had not failed to
prepare for thofe who fhould attempt to
penetrate by this paflage into the centre of
the pyramid. To fave a part of this la-
bour, inftead of attempting to break thefe
ftones one after the other at the place mark-
ed G, where the paflage had already been
attacked and beguii upon, they took the re-
folution of fupporting thefe ftones in the
paﬁ'agé itfelf, by ftaying, by means of a
prop, of otherwife, the flone above that
which they intended breaking. They then
fet to the work, and beginning with thofe
ftones which they broke and fupported by
props of a proportionable length as they
proceeded, they continued it from ftong tg
ftone, and ftill advancing, ftill kccping
within the fize of the paffage, until they at

‘ Jength
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length arrived at its extremity, and at a
fpace of which Iam going to fpeak.

As for the reft, it is proper to obferve
that as“long as the paffage lafted, and in
its ‘whole length, they were obliged to
make very great efforts to break the ftones
it was filled with. The blows of the
hammer, the blows they had ftruck on the
wedges they made ufe of to execute this
work, fo injured every part of this paffage,
that from being {quare, they have made it
almoft round ; which mconteﬁab]y proves
that they worked from top to bottom, and
confequently had adopted the meafure of
propping the ftones to break them in it.
Indeed had this work been executed at the
‘opening of the paffage marked G, ‘where it
had been begun, that part only of the pal-
fage would have been injured ; the remain-
der of it, fourfcore feet in length, defigned
by the letter H in the plate, from whence
the ftones would only have {lid to the place
where the paflage had been opened, would
have remained entire, and in:as good pre-

fervation as in all the'other. places, where
VOL. bR R 13X it
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it ftill fubfilts complete, even. to the
hall. Seiat 3
When they bhad got to the extremity of
this paffage, they found that its upper part
was wanting ; they even difcovered that it
had loft a foot of its capacioufnefs, fince it
was no more than two feet and a half deep.
This {pace however extending from one
part to the other a foot and a half in length,
formed a vacancy of three feet, and made
this interval fix feet and a half wide,
which compofed on each fide of the paf-
fage two elevations, or benches, two feet
and a half bigh, and a foot and a half
wide. They éxtended upwards in the
fame diretion with the firft paflage, for
the fpace of one hundred and twenty-five:
feet in length, according to my meafuring ;
others make it one hundred and forty, At
the extremity of thefe benches and of the
paffage, one meets with an efplanade or
platform eight or nine feet deep, and fix
feet and a half wide, as all this interval is
above the benches. This fpace is marked
by the letter R in the more extenfive plate
of the extremity of the gallery, as it is given

on
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on the fide of the pyramid. At the dif~
tance of every two feet and a half, there
are formed in the benches from the bottom
upwards, adjoining the wall, openings of
a foot in length, fix inches wide, and eight
deep, perpendicularly cut. I fhall explain
in what follows, the ufe they were defigned
for. Thefe benches and holes which ac-
company the paflage marked P, are defign-
ed in the plate by the letter Q,

The fides of the gallery rife twenty five
feet above the benches. From thence to
the height of twelve feet, the wall is per-
fectly equal; it is then ftraightened by a
ftone which projects about three fingers ;
three feet above that another ftone projeéts
as much, and is followed at the fame dif-
tance by a third, which equally advances.
A fourth, in fhort, does the fame three feet
higher. From that there is only four feet
of wall to the top, which is flat, and near-
ly as wide as the paffage at the bottom of
the gallery, that is to fay, about three feet,
three inches. All this elevation was ne-
ceffary to the archite@, for plaging the
ftones deftined to clofe the paffages. What
b R 2 I have
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I have juft been faying of the narrowing
of the gallery in proportion as it rifes, may
be feen in the plate marked at the two cx-
tremities by the letter S,

On coming out of the paffage marked
by the letter H, and on entering the gal-
lery, one finds on the right hand an opening
made in the wall. It occupies a part of the
bench; this hole is almoft round, cut in
the thape of a fmall deor of about three
feet high by two and a half wide.- From
this hole one defcends into a well T fhall
hereafter {peak of, and of the ufe for which
it was intended. This hole is at the let-
ter I.

Once arrived at the gallery, it was not
at all difficult- to break the ftones which
filled the paffage P, as well on account of
their being above the benches, as from the
greater width of the gallery, which gave
the workmen liberty to employ their tools,
and to ftrike at their eafe the iron wedges
they made ufe of to wrench and fplinter
the flones. = They could begin, in fhort,
with the laft, which was ftill more eafy to
break than all the others, fince they.could

ftand
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ftand ere& in the paffage, the more
eafily to accomplith it.  After finithing
this work, and freeing this fpace from the
rubbith of the broken ftones, they would
examine the bottom of the groove, and
remark that the firft ftones with which it
was covered at the diftance of from four-
teen to fifteen feet, marked by the letter L,
did not traverfe the benches. On this
‘difcovery it was eafy to remove thefe ftones
one after the other. This place was no
fooner cleared, than a platform appeared
of ten feet long, and as many high, at the
end of which was a continuation of the
paflage, and which formed at the entrance
of the gallery a triangle of fourteen or fif-
teen feet in extent. At the fame time, ona
level with the platform, and to the left of
the paffage which led to the gallery, they
difcovered a continuation of the paffage
three feet three inches fquare. This new
paflage was, before that, covered with
ftones which they had juft removed. It
was naturally conjeCtured that this road
muft neceflarily lead to fome fecret part of
the pyramid, which they determined to

R find

P
e}
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find out. It was cafy to extra& from this
paffage, marked N in the plate, the flones
which ferved to block it up, fince there wag
ioom enough to work conveniently, and
they might be removed out of the paffage
in a ftraight line. They broke them in
this fpace which was at its entrance; this
paffage was found to be one hundred and
cighteen feet long, and beyond, there was
a vaulted chamber.

This ball, marked in the plate O, is
feventeen feet and a half long, and fifteen
feet ten inches wide; its roof is fharp, en
dos d'ane, in the form of an afs’s back. On
the eaftern fide of this hall is a niche funk
three feet into the wall, and eight feet high
by three wide. There had doubtlefs been
a mummy in this niche, placed ered, ac-
cording to the Egyptian cuftom, It was
probably the body of the Queen whofe
hufband built the pyramid, nor have I any
doubt that this prince was buried in the
hall above this, to which it was perpendi-
cular, but about one hundred feet higher,
as may be feen in the plate at letters O and
DD. On entering this hall, the laft ftone

ong
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-one finds on the right hand, had a fhelving
projection at its extremity of about three
fingers, which had been done on purpofe
to prevent that which was to ferve to clofe
up the paffage marked N, from entering in-
to the hall. It is probable that this latter
ftone had a notch on the fame fide, that it
might fit well, and join ‘the wall of the
apartment which' correfponded with that
entry. . But I ought not to quit this place
without mentioning a difcovery I made in
the upper part of the paffage (p/). I leave
to others more expert than myfelf to de-
termine what has been the caufe of this
accident. I aminclined to think that
it muft have been the effeét of fome
earthquake, or perhaps the fertling of this
enormous mafs, either heavier, or with a
lefs folid foundation, on one f{ide than

(p) This long and very remarkable flit is at leaft
fix lines in width. It frikes you at firft fight. It is
on the fide next the Nile. Perhaps this part of the
mountain, the foot of which is bathed by the waters
of the river, which filtrate through the fand, has

fhrunk a Jittle under the tremendous weight of the
pyramid,

R 4 ~ the
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the other. It is certain, however, that I
have never obferved a fimilar defeét jn any
other part of the pyramid, although I hnoe
examined it with the moft minute atten-
tion. There is no part of the gallery in
particular that I have not accurately examin-
ed. To fupply the deficiency of a pole,
which it was not poffible to introduce
through the crocked -way by which one
is obliged to gain the direct paflage, I faf-
tened feveral fticks together, at the end of
which were tied fome Jighted wax-tapers ;
I caufed them to be lifted as near as poffible
to the roof and the wall, without ever be-
ing able to difcover any defect. . I only
obferved that the fides-were disfigured in
fome places, and that on the right, a piece
of the wall was wanting, above the nar-
row part of the gallery.  This accident
happened doubtlefs by the fall of fome
ftone, in the fhutting of the pyramid, the
manner of doing which I fhall hereafter
defcribe. . Slipping from the workman’s
hands, it had fallen from the fcaffold,

and broken: the place againft which it
fell, |

} On
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On the “fubjeét of the: fick hall 1 have
been {peaking of, I muft obferve likewife,
that -they imagined, no doubt, that there
was {fome hidden treafure below it. This
appears- from a breach ‘made in it, by
meéans: of ‘which one may, by .pafling
over fome irregular ftones, penetrate into
the body of the pyramid, to the depth
of twenty or five-and-twenty paces. - The
ftones that have been broken and extract-
¢d from' that place at prefent almoft fill
the wholeiof the hall.  The fame at-
tempt -has-been made in the upper hall ;
but it is probable that in both, they have
had no other recompenfe for the - in-
finite. pains they took to. fpoil fuch beau-
tiful works, than the mortjﬁcat,ion of
having fruitlefsly employed much time and
labour.

After difcovering the fecret of this firft
hall, nothing remained but to penetrate
into that where the body of the king was
thut up. They did not doubt that they
fhould meet with it at the top of the
efplanade, which was, as I have oblerved,

at the upper extremity of the gallery ;.and
they
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they concluded, with reafon, that it muft
be fituated above, and exatly on a level
with the former. At the end of this plat-
form, in fa&, which, in the plate anneged
to the pyramid, 15 marked with the letter
R, they obferved a continuation of the
paﬁ'age, of three feet three inches, pcrfe&ly
clofed. This they firft fet about clearing.
This continuation of the paffage is marked
in the fame figure by the letter T. It is
probable that the firft ftone which clofed
it was fo firongly faftened that it would
require the greateft trouble to force it.
This appears from a piece of the upper
ftone, that has been broken, undoubtediy
to get a hold on the lower one which
blocked the paffage. It was at length re-
moved, after many efforts, and a fecond
was wrenched off alfo, which, with the for-
mer, opened a fpace of feven feet and a half
in length. They withed to continue to
penctrate this extremity of the paflage;
but after thefe two ftones, they met with a
third which could not be moved, becaufe
it was higher and wider than the opening.
This: was the archite@’s laft ‘refource to

deceive
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deceive whoever might reach thus far, and
to prevent the examining any further this-
myfterious hall, which was not twelve
paces from that wherein repofed the body
of the king, and where his treafures
muft be, in cafe any were buried with
him. In fpite of this difficulty however,
this ftone did not impofe upon the work-
men, nor difcourage thofe who had under-
taken to vifit the whole pyramid. They
affailed it with the hammer, and fucceeded
in breaking it after much time and trou=
ble.. It was fix feet long, four wide, and
poffibly five or fix high, fince at this place
there was a {pace of fifteen feet high, which
at the end of eight feet elevation, widened
four feet, or thereabouts, on the fide of the
gallery. This extenfion is marked by the
letter &. It correfponded with an opening
of the paflage one foot and a half wide,
anterior to this large ftone by two feet.
I thall point out in the fequel what ufe it
was defigned for.

At the top of this void there was in the
wall which clofed the paffage on both fides,
a hollow of a foot decp, and of about the

fame
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fame height. Thefe holes, marked in the
plate by the letters AA, have been made on
purpofe.  They ferved for places for power-
ful levers, or crofs beams, to fufpend ftrong
ropes from, which, by iron rings faftened to
the great ftone I have {poken of, held it
fufpended in the void marked 7, which it
filled until the time of letting it drop on
the paflage BB; ‘that is to fay, when
the body of the king was fhut up in the
hall. The opening of a foot and a half
made in the pafiage V, and which preceded
by two feet the fpace occupied by the
great ftone, was contrived to let the work-
men out after they had let down that
enormous ftone. This opening was fhut
after they came out, by a ftone two feet
thick, that exactly fitted, and was brought
under the opening by means of two iron
rings faftened towards the extremity of
the upper part of it. To thefe two rings
were fixed two chains, which corre=
fponded above with another heavier ftone,
hanging over the top of the open-
ing Z, occupied by the great ftone that
left it open, by falling on the pafiage,

The



The ropes which fupported this enormous
ftone had for a point of fupport the pillar
marked Y in the plate. They refted how-
ever on the lower ftone, whilft the workmen
got out by the aperture of one foot and a
half, which I have fpoken of, and which re-
mained between that and the upper open-
ing. In fhort, as foon as they had got out
of that cavity, the ftone was no longer ba-
lanced, and was lifted by the counterpoife
into the place it ‘was to occupy, where
it was exaltly fitted by another ftone in
the fhape of an efcutcheon three fingers
wide ; this efcutcheon had been con-
trived by cutting the ftone, where it is
enchafed. It is three fingers thick, by fix
or feven wide, and is of a man’s height,
when on entering the pyramid at the pre-
fent day one raifes one’s body in the cavity
marked V, which made the laft part of
the fecret employed to fecure the hall from
violation. This fort of efcutcheon of three
fingers thicknefs is marked by the letter
X, and merits attention.

Along the walls, which form thefides

of the paffage where the large -ftone of fix
feet
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feet long, and four wide, was fhut up, one
obferves on each fide fome round channels
three fingers deep, the extremity of which
is midrked in the plate. This was done to
let the ftone fall more eafily, and more
exadly into its place, and to render jt
firmer and more immoveable in cafe of an
attempt upon it. All thefe precautions
prove the extreme pains they took to fecure
the body of the prince from violation, fup-
pofing that men might be found ' hardy
and impious enough to undertake it. If,
after the ftone of a foot and a half wide,
and three and a half long, which was the
meafure of the opening marked V formed
in the paffage, there flill rémained the
fmalleft degree:of light, it was filled with
cement. There is reafon to believe alfo
that this- ftone itfelf was covered: with it,
before it was introduced upwards into the
cavity it was to clofe; which rendered
its pofition more floping, by f{upporting it
againft the force of the counterpeife. A
few ftrokes of the handle of the hammer
would be fufficient tofree it fromthe ¢ement
where there was too much, and to enable

1t
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it to reach its deftined place. This ftone
no longer exifts, nor even the large one,
which they were obliged to break in
pieces to tear it from the place it oc-
cupied. ~ Whoever examines with at-
tention the difpofition of the cavities
I have juft defcribed, and which pre=-
cede only by fix feet the entrance of the
hall, where the king’s body was depofited,
muft be perfuaded that things have been
thus executed; and in the {mall fpace of
nine feet, muft admire the art and in-
genuity of the archite@®. It is to facili-
tate the knowledge of this, that I have re-
prefented at large and feparately, thefe dif-
ferent circumftances at the fide of the figure
I have given of the pyramid. The fight
will explain the fecret, better than any

detail.
After extraling by the force of the ham-

mer, and in fragments, the great ftone from
the channelled {pace where it had defcended,
they got to the laft, which terminated at
the hall, and filled the f{pace marked BE.
This wag not difficult to draw; it was lifted

almoft without refiftance, after which there
wwas
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~ was a free entrance to- this myfterious and
well defended hall. This place, marked
DD in the plate, has a flat roof, com-
pofed ‘of nine ftones. The feven middle
ones are four feet wide by more than figs
teen long, fince, on either hand, they reft:
upon the two walls which run from Eaft
to Weft, and are at fixteen feet diftance
from each other. Two feet only of the
width of each of the other: two ftones
which are by the fide of thefe are vifible ;
the remainder is concealed in the walls on
which their extremities reft. . I leave to
conjeGure what may have been found in
this hall. Hiftory, which undertakes to
tranffniv to poiterity only. the-memory of
laudable ad&ions, or-of fuch as ought to
be avoided, does nat wifh to. perpetuate the
recollection of outrages againit nature, fince
they carry their own horror” with them.

Thus, burying in oblivion the name of the
impious’ wretch- who' laid “his facrilegious
hands upon this tomb, fthe wifhes al{o “to
leave us in ignorance’ of the fecret ‘of its
contents. At this day, however, ‘of all
_ that mlght have been contained *in this
apartment
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apartment, there remains only a cafe of
marble granite (5/, feven “or eight feet
long, by four wide, and as many high.
It has been depofited when this place was
thut at. the top, and remains now, only be-
caufe it could not be moved without break-
ing, and that it would thereby be rendered
of no ufe. Thiscafe had a lid, as one may
fee from the form of its edges, but it has
been broken off in moving it, and there
are now no traces of it. It was undoubt-
edly this cafe which contained the body of
the king, enclofed in two or three boxes of
precious wood, agreeable to the cuftom in
ufe amongft the great. It is alfo highly
probable ' that this hall contained many
other cafes befides that of the prince, efpe~
cially of perfons buried with him in the
fame tomb, as it were, to keep him com-

(b) It appears to me that this Sarcophagus was of
yellowith marble, like that of the firft ftone at the en-
trance of the exterior paflage. A naturalift who fhould
examine thefe different marbles, and thofe which were
taken from Mount Colzoum, a few leagues from the
{pot where'the monaftery of St. Antony is built, would
furnith the {trongeft degree of evidenge,

Vog. I e pany.
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pany. In fa@, when the body of the king,
who built this pyramid, was depofited in
this fupcfb maufoleum, feveral ]iving per-
fons, deftined never to comeout of it, and
to be buried alive with their prince, were
introduced there at the fame time; a fa&
which I cannot doubt o& after the con-
vincing proof I have of it. It is on
the following teftimony, that I found my
opinion : precifely in the middle of this
hall, which is 32 feet long, by 19 high,
and 16 wide, one remarks two holes op-
pofite to each other, elevated three feect
and a half above the pavement. One which
faces the north, is one foot long, by eight
inches high, and goes in a right line to
the outfide of the pyramid. This hole is
now blocked up by ftones, at five or fix
feet from its aperture. The other on the
eaftern fide, at the fame diftance from the
floor, is perfe@ly round, and is fpacious
enough to admit the two fifts, It then
widens to the fize of a foot in diameter,
and continuing to defcend, lofes itfelf in the
bottom of the pyramid. Thefe two holes
are marked by the letter C. T think, and

' I hope
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I hope every fenfible man will think with
me, that both one and the other of
them could have no other ufe than to
ferve the perfons thut up in this tomb with
the body of the prince. The firft was
defigned to give themair. It was through
this alfo they geceived their food, and
every thing they ftood in need of; for which
purpofe they were doubtlefs provided with
a long cafket, proportioned to the fize
of the paflage. To this machine was
faftencd a long cord, for the perfons fhut
up in the pyramid, by means of which they
might draw it to them ; and another, like-
wife connefted with the machine, hung
on the exterior fide, fo that the catket
might be reciprocally drawn from without.
It was probably by this means that the
perfons fhut up in this edifice were fup-
plied with neceffaries as long as any of them
remained alive.  On entering it I fuppofe
that each of them was furnithed with a
coffin to be buried in, and that they fuc-
ceflively rendered each other'this laft pious
duty, until the laft, who muft want that

fuccour his companions had derived from
S 2 himfelf
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himfelf and the others. The fecond hole

ferved to empty dirt, which fell into a

deep refervoir made for that purpofe. I

intended to have made a fearch without
fide the pyramid, at the place which cor-

refponded with the oblong hole, and to-

wards which there arg two punctuated

lines in the plate which reprefents the in-

fide of the building. Perhaps I fhould

there have found freth proofs of what I

have advanced ; but befides that this re-

-~ fearch might have given umbrage to the
: powers of the country, who would not
have failed to imagine that one was try-

ing to difcover fome hidden treafure, I
thought it poffible that this hole might
terminate in fome hollow of the external
part, and was apprehenfive of finding its
extremity wholly blocked up, either by the
.body of the pyramid, or at leaft by the
ftones of the coating. From what I have
faid, however, others may purfuetheenquiry
at-ithe {pot which correfponds with that
taperture. By that there will be a full proof
“of the ufe of this hole, although it does
‘not admit of 2 doubt with me, and feems
4 impofiible
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impoffible to be accounted for in any other
way. : _

After explaining with ‘as much perfpi- -
cuity as the nature of the fubje&t would
allow, in what manner, and by what efforts .
the pyramid was opened, I fhall clear -
up a doubt which the reader mult have
ftarted on perufing this firft part.
It remains to know where the magazine
was placed for fo many ftones as were ne-
ceffarily employed in blocking up the paf-
fages I have fpoken of, and in what man- -
ner they were ftopped by the workmen -
who afterwards came out from the infide.
This difcuffion is no doubt as curious as
the reft, and merits at leaft, as much at-
tention. '

I have already obferved, that in the
benches which ran along each fide of the
paflage of 124 feet, at the bottom of the
gallery were mortices perpendicularly hewn,
of a foot long, fix inches wide, and eight
deep. This may be feen at the letter Q.
Thefe mortices perfectly correfponded
with one another, and ran all the length of

the benches at the diftance of two feet
- - and
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and a half, = Thefe apertures had been con-
trived in building the gallery, fo as to be
able to place in each of them a piece of
wood a foot fquare, and three or four fee¢
long, fix inches of which were cut at the
bottom to the height of eight fingers, ac-
cording to the form and capacity of the
mortices into which thefe joints were to
enter. ‘Thefe picces of wood were to form
a {caffold above, to fupport the flones ne-
ceflary to fill all the paffages that remained
to be blocked up in the infide of the pyra-
mid, and even this paffage of 124 feet, mark-
ed F. which was at the bottom of the galle-
ry. Thefe joints had another notch at their
upper end; and long pieces of wood, in
which mortices were cut, fimilar to thofe
of the benches, being applied to thefe
ftakes, formed on each fide of the gallery
a refling-place from top ‘to bottom, tq
lay planks of fix feet and a half long, half a
foot thick, and properly difpofed, on which
was p]aced the firft row of ftones. The
benches rofe, as I have faid, two feet and’
a half from the floor of the gallery. I
fuppo:g that the fcaffold was Placed three

feet
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feet higher than the benches; thus, from
the bottom of the gallery to this fcaffold
there was an elevation of five feet and a
half, which was fufficient to let the work-
men pafs upright. ‘
I have already remarked in another place,
that from the bottom of the paflage to the
roof of the gallery, there was 27 feet and
a half elevation. From the bottom of the
paflfage to the fcaffold are reckoned fix.
From the fcaffold upwards there remained
therefore 21 feetand a half;; fo that lodging
in that {pace four rows of ftones, three
feet and a half high, fuch as were neceffary
for filling the paffages, there ftill remain-
ed a void feven feetand a half high. But
I will fuppofe that from the firt row to
the fecond, was placed between the {tones
a plank about three inches thick, and
a fimilar one from the fecond to the third,
in order the more eafily to withdraw the
ftones, by making them f{lide along the
planks ; in this cafe three rows of thefe
ftones would be f{ufficient to fill all the ca=
vities that were to be blocked up, and
which are open at this day. It is poffible
S 4 that
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that there are other paffages which have
been blocked up, and never opened,
in the body of the pyramid, fince in the
gallery, four, and even five rows of thefe
ftones might have been placed, if neceffary,
This is clear from the above calculation,
and it is not probable that they would
have made the gallery more lofty than was
neceffary; which would proportionably
weaken the whole body of the edifice.
Let us confine ourfelves, however, to the
paffages which are known, and have been
violently opened ; let us keep to the
quantity of ftones with which they cer-
tainly were filled, and which have been
broken, except three feet and a half, or
four feet of the {fame ftones which re-
main at the place marked F. in the plate,
and which clofe at this day the entrance
of the upper paflage, correfponding with
~the firft. This firft paffage B. I call the
exterior paflage, becaufe it has been clofed
from without, whereas the others have
been filled from the infide even of the
~ pyramid, and from the magazine placed in
the gallery. Now, I maintain that three
‘ rows
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tows of ftones were fufficient to fill all
the paffages, and it is €afy to prove this by
the detail.

It was firft necceflary to have thirteen
feet and a half of ftones, to fill the paflages
leading to the royal hall, and which
was on a level' with the platform at the
upper end of the gallery. They firft
let down therefore from the fecaffold on
the efplanade marked R, a ftone of fix
feet, and pufhed it into this paffage as far
as the entrance of the hall, into the place
marked B. B. where it was ftopped by the
pavement of the hall, which was two fingers
higher than the bottom of the paffage.
They then let down on the paffage the
fix feet ftone I have fpoken of, fufpended
" in the fpace Z. As foon, in fhort, as the
workmen could get out of the cavity it occa-
pied, by the aperture V. and that this aper-
ture was fhut, they let down two other
ftones of feven feet and a half, from the
fcaffold, by means of which this paffage,
which is only nineteen feet long, was
completely filled.

It
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It muft be fuppofed, that to facilitate
the execution of thefe works, they had
faftened to the wall at the bottom of the
gallery which terminates the platform, and
over againﬁ the f{tones ranged on the fcaf-
fold, a ftrong iron crutch, witha fubftan~
tial pulley, by the aid of which the work-
men placed on the platform, could, with
a ftrong rope, draw the ftones from off
the fcaffold one after the other, and let
them down on the platform itfelf; that
then, on the fide thefe ftones prefented to
the workmen, they made a fquare hole,
three or four fingers deep, and wider be-
low than above, and had funk two pieces
of iron into this fquare aperture, thicker
below than above, furnifhed at their ex-
tremity with two good rings, and fepa-
rated from one another by a wedge of
irén. By means of thefe contrivances
they had a fure hold to draw the ftones from
off the fcaffold with the rope which pafied
through the two rings, to fufpend them by
a pulley, and drop them gently at length on
the efplanade or platform, from whence

they
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they were conveyed without much diffi-

culty to the place of their deftination.
After thus filling the firft paffage, they
laboured . to .clofe up that of 118 feet,
marked in the plate N. This paffage led,
as I have faid, into the firft hall, where the
body of the queen was probably depofited.
It will be found at the letter O. It was not
difficult to accomplifth this work ; after
which, as many {tones were brought as were
neceffary, as well to cover the entrance of
this paflage, and to level the groove L, as
to fill the platform of 10 feet, forming the
triangle I have mentioned, marked L M, at
the entrance of the gallery, They further
took one hundred feet of thefe fame {tones to
{hut up the whole {pace of the paﬁége H, by
which the pyramid has been forced, and
which is totally disfigured for the length of
8o feet. Infhort, they fucceeded in letting
down 124 feet of them, by means of which
the paffage marked P, at the bottom of the
gallery between the benches, and over which
thefcaffold was raifed, was com pletely clofed.
It muft be obferved, however, that the laft
ftone, which fhut this paffage, could not
entirely
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entirely advance, . on account of an elevatiof
of four or five fingers at the extremity of
this paffage, as I have already remarked ;
and it is not omitted in the plate.

What I have juft {aid of the contrivances
for fhutting all the-paffages in the pyramid,
and of the intention of the pallery, will ap-
pear perhaps'nevel, and bold enough to
tempt fome critic to-treat it as a chimera,
or at leaft as a conjecture; nor do I by any
means exact an implicit confidence in this
article. I fhall not be denied the honour
at leaft of having firft imagined a very pro-
bable {yftem, capable of elucidating at the
firft glance, wonders which have remained
in perfe& obfcurity until this day.  But I
go farther, and venture to advance, that it

~1s impoffible for any perfon who will pay
attention to the conneion and conclufion of
my obfervations on this fubje, not to al-
low that my conjeGures, thould it pleafe
critics {o to call them, are {o well founded,
that it.is impofible not to look upon them
as real truths.  As for myfelf, after fo many
refearches, after all the reflexions I have
made on the interior difpofition of the py-
P ramid,
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ramid, I boldly declare, that it is not
poflible things fhould have been otherwife
than I have defcribed them. Iknow, in
the firft inftance, that it never was poffi-
ble, after the pyramid was finithed, that is
to fay, after the grooves were formed; and
the gallery was roofed, to make any ftone
enter into that gallery large enough to clofe
the paffages from within. I fee on the
contrary, that the attention of the architect
has only been occupied to prevent thofe he
had fhut in there from being drawn out, in
order one day to clofe it, in fuch a manner,
as to be invifible. I difcover the defign of
the {fame archite& in the long groove at the
bottom of the gallery. - I conceive alfo that
it was only contrived for the conveyance of
the ftones which might fome day or other
clofe the interior paflage; and I judge from
the ftay which is at the upper end of this
groove, that it was itfelf to be filled with
ftones as foon as the paffage thould be com-
pletely blocked. The fine polith of this
groove confirms me in my opinion of this
double ufe of it. I obferve that its length

is proportioned to that of the interior paf-
fage.
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fage. I perceive that this paflage is ftill
partly {hut, that is to fay, at the place that
forms the angle with the exterior canal, I
can even difcover that they have not pene-
trated into the pyramid by this true paffage,
but, that on the contrary, they have been
obliged to clear out a falfe route, by which
falling in with one of the fides of the paffage,
they could more eafily work at the ftones
"with which it was filled. I fince find
it disfigured, through its whole length,
which convinces me that they were
obliged to have recourfe to violence to
open it. I conclude, therefore, from its
being {o disfigured as far as the entrance of
the gallery, that the ftones which clofed it

muft have been broken in the paffage itfelf,
and that in a fpace of 124 feet, there were
in the groove, and behind thefe ftones, 415
feet of other ftones continually ready to
fucceed to thofe made ufe of in the paflage,
and to fill the vacancy they might leave. 1
even {ufpec that they who violated the py-
ramid knew of this colleion of ftones fthut
up within the groove. Had they been en-
tirely ignorant of them, they would have

contented
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contented themfelves no doubt, with break-
ing the ftones the paflfage was filled with, at
the aperture they had made; this ope-
ration would have been eafier for them,
and it was only from the knowledge they
had of the ftones, which were ready to flip
from the groove into the paffage, in propor-
tion as they emptied it, that they adopted
another method.

I have already hinted that there may be
other paffages clofed up, and undifcovered
in the body of the pyramid, and it is poffi-
bly not without foundation, that refearches
have been made after them. Unfortunately,
thefe have been ill directed, in attempting
to difcover them at the bottomn of the two
halls. If, befides thofe already known,
there be ftill any other pafiage within the py-
ramid, the refearch ought unqueftionably
to be made between the two halls ; and the
entrance of fuch a paffage can be no where
but towards the middle of the groove.

I muft take notice likewife, that the points
in the plate near the letter M, mark
certain hollows formed purpofely at the
time of the conftru@ion of the pyramid.

Thefe
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Thefe hollows were meant to ferve by way of
ladder to thofe who from the paffage of 118§
feet, which leads to the firft hall, wifhed ta
mount towards the top of the gutter, (which,
as I have faid, was interrupted in this place,)
or who wanted to defcend into the fame pafc
fage. I havealready obferved, that from the
hottom of the groove, a man might pafs up-
right under the {caffold. There was undoubt-
edly on each fide of the gallery, and from top
to bottom under the {caffolding, ropes tied
at intervals, to the beams which fupported
it, in order t¢ give the perfons who wifhed to
go up into, or come down from the groove,
the facility of doing it without {lipping.
They ferved the workmen in the firft in-
ftance, ‘in the conftruttion of the gallery,
and in clofing the paffages. They who
have fince vifited the halls, they who con-
veyed thither the bodies of the king and
queen, fuch perfons, in fhort, as mounted
into the royal chamber with the prince’s
coftin, to die near him, have availed them-
felves of the fame affiftance.

There is no doubt, therefore, that by
me;nS of tones plaéed on the fcaffold, they

had



N EG X P T 273

had (hut and openéd all the paflages formed
in the interior of the pyramid.

After. putting the laft hand to all thefe
works, nothing remained for the workmen
but to get out of it; unlefs we fuppofe they
began by breaking the {caffold and the
pieces of wood it was compofed of; and
which they conveyed out ‘in fragments by
the way contrived for their retreat.

. This: was no other than the well I have
fpoken- of, which is on the right hand en-
tering the gallery. This well at the lower
part of its entrance, occupies a part of the
bench, and rifes to the height of two feet
in the wall. It is, as I have faid, almoft
round or oval, and is marked in the plate I

This well defcends towards the bottom
of the pyramid by a line perpendicular with
the horizon, flanting however a little, and
forms- the figure of a {pit, or Hebrew La~
med, This may be {een in the plan I have
given of the pyramid. About fixty feet
from the aperture, one meets with a{quaré
window in this paffage, from whence oné
enters into a {mall grotto, hewn out of the
mountain, -which- in-this place is not of 0=

Vor. I, ‘ i lid
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lid fone, but of a fort of gtavel, -the graing
other. ~This ‘grotto- extends from eaft to
weft, and may be about fifteen feet long ;
one then 'meets with another groove, hol-
lowed alfo out of the rock, very much on
the flant, nay, almoft perpendicular. It
is two feet four inches wide, by two and a
half high. - It defcends through a fpace of
one hundred-and' twenty=three feet; after
which nothing is to:be ‘met with-but fand
and ftofies” thrown ‘there " defignedly, - or
which have fallen of -themfelves: I am
convinced that ‘this paffage has never had

any other deftination than to ferve as a re~
~ treat for the labourers 'who worked at the
pyramid: © ‘The flope of this conduit, - its
winding road, its fmallnefs, and its depth
are certain proofs of it. - I make no doubt
even, that the way out of this well, which
one could not arrive at until many other
windings, perhaps even not without mount-
ing towards its mouth; I make no doubt,
Ifay, thatthis way out was formed by a
paflage, above which hung a row of ftones,
which ‘they had difcovered the fecret of

fufpending,
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fifpending, and which falling down into
the pafiage, by the means of fome {pring
they fet in motiofi, " fhut up the entrance
for ‘ever, as foon as the workmieén “were
withdrawn from the pyramid. We do not,
in fa@, difcover that they have tried to
force that aperture, owing either to theit
ignorance of it, of to its fmallnefs, which
would not allow them to work. The py-
ramid ha$ not been affailed but by the ‘royal
route, which ferved no doubt to convey
the body of the king, and of all the perfons
dead or living, who were to be buried with
him., ‘It was alfo by this way certainly
that the attendants of the funeral péne-
trated evén to- the interiof “of the building,
and returned from it after rendering the laft
duties to the prince,and dcpoﬁtmg his corpfc
in the maufoleum he himfelf had chofen.

1t muft not be imagined, however, ‘that
all the perfons who worked at this great
edifice, were acquainted with the fecrets of
the infide of it, nor even that nothing more
was neceffary to acquire fuch knowledge,
but to have entered the pyramid after it was
finithed, and before it was clofed. This
T 5 myitery
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myftery was referved to the architecs alope
who had the management of this {uperb
monument, or at lealt, to a very few per-
fons {ele&ed to work under their dire&iong,-
in forming the paffages I have fpoken of in
my defcription of this pyramid. It is highly
probable even, that the workmen deftined
to this particular bufinefs, were not merce-
nary beings, capable of betraying a fecret
of that nature for any. confideration. They
were, doubtlefs, all perfons chofen amongit
the moft opulent, and the perfons moft
attached to the king in the different branches
of workmanthip fupported by him, and
on whofe zeal, probity, gratitude, “and re-
ligion they could fafely rely. I fhould
even readily believe, that the prmce might
himfelf have named them before his death,

and have fecured them a quiet, convenient,

and honourable retreat in thefe temples, /d)
enriched with the donations of thofe fove-
reigns, which muft neceflarily have been

(2) Before the pyramids one fees the ruins of an-
cient edifices, which were temples probably, where
offerings were made for  the ‘princes, whofe bodies
were depofited in thefe fuperb maufolea.

beftowed
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beftowed on perfons employed in edifices of
this fort, and which, in fa&, accompanied'
them, as I have already demonftrated.

Such is the opinion of Mr. Maillet oni the
fubje& of the infide of the great pyramid.
After examining it twice, with his book in
my hand, I could not help admiring the
juftnefs of his obfervations. = The means he
fuppofes to have been employed in clofing
the paffages appear probable to me, and it
is certain that they have been cleared in the
manner he defcribes.

Some Arabian authors pretend that it
was the thirft after wealth, which induced
the Caliph Mabmotd, towards the begin-
ning of the eighth century, to violate this
ancient monument. He expe@ed to find
treafures there ; but he was deceived in his
expectations. - Some  golden idols which
accompanied the king’s mummy, were the
fole fruit of feveral years labour, and im-
merife expences. Other oriental writers at-
tribute this undertaking to the famous ca=
liph Aaroun el Rafchid, who lived in the
~ time of Charlemagne, to whom he f{ent 3
water-clock, the firft that had been feen in

' T 3 France ;
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France. 'This prince, who patronized the
fciences, and had the beft Greek and Ro-
man authors tranflated 'into Arabijc,.was
curious of knowing the infide of that afto-
nithing edifice, and made them open it,
Withont deciding refpecting thefe different
opinions, it is beyond a doubt that the
violation of this pyramid was executed un-
der the government of the Arabs,

It is alfo an unqueftionable fa@, that it
ferved as a maufoleum to an Egyptian Pha-
raoh. The tombs difperfed over the plain_
at the'end of which it is built, the farco-
phagus: of the great hall, the niche in the
lower one;, the teftimony of Herodotus, and
of Strabo, that of the Arabian hiftorians,
every thing proves the truth of this opinion.
I know that Mr. Paw, (¢) who, from the
recefies of his clofet fees every thing better
than all the travellers,. tells them, that this
pyramid, was the. fomb of Ofiris. 'But he
{ftands fingle in this opinion, which is belied
by facts and hi{’cory.. Whilft I do juftice

(o) Recherches pbzlzy' pbxgue: fur les Egypt:em B C. b;-
m:.r, P 50 ROLES Y

tQ
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to the knowledge of this learned man, I
cannot avoid correcting the errors he has
committed refpecting’ the dietetic fyftem of
the Egyptians, and the climate of the
gountry, in the courfe of thefe letters.

I have the honour to be, &c.
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Defeription of the other pyramids ; the, gd-
jacent country ; the grotto of Santo; the
great Sphinx, with “an * account of its
mythology, and the return to Giza.

To Mr. L. M.

Gifa.

IHavc laid before you, Sir, the ancient

and modern enquiries on the fubjec
of the great pyramid, to which I have
added fuch obfervations as occurred to me
from the prefence of the objeés; I hope
they will give you a fatisfactory idea of
it, and fave you the trouble of reading a
number of.volumes, the attentive perufal
of which might only augment your doubts,
as long as you do not go yourfelf to examine
it more minutely on the fpot. I will own
to you, Sir, that after meditating on the
defcriptions which have appeared of thefe
ancient monuments, I found it impofiible

to
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to adopt anyﬁxed opinion; and I remained
in- a- painful ~uncertainty.. The truth I
fought after was hid in the obfcurity of
{o many: different opinions, that the more
I ftudied, the#lefs I was informed. I flate
ter myfclf, hé'Wéver, to have difcovered it
fince at the foot of the pyramid, in the
gloomy recefles of its interior, and on its
lofty fummit ; the torch of reflexion has
always guided my footfteps : may it alfo
have direGted my pen, and produced con-
viGion in your mind; for in matters of
{cience, to doubt, is to be in torment.
(f) Herodotus informs wus that the
expence of building it, in the article of
: vegetables
(f) ¢ One fces.Egypti'ani chara@ers engraved on
the marble of the pyramid, which inform us how
much it coft in onions, ‘and other vegetables, for
the food. of the workmen only who laboured at it.
¢ The prieft wha interpreted thefe hieroglyphics ta
me, told me that the expence of this article alone
“ amounted to 1600 talents.  FHerodotus, Euterpe.”
This fum may appear chimerical to' a perfon who
calculates in his cabinet; but the obferver who has
feen this mo&ntain, built with large pieces of rocks, is
not aftonifhed at it.  ‘This paflage proves that in the

moft diftant ages, as well as at the prefent day,
' vegetables
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vegetables only, for feeding the workmen,
was infcribed inEgyptian charaéters on
the marble of the great pyramid. Theg
hieroglyphics have perifhed ‘with the co-
vering, but were they even remaining, ‘as
they do fiill fubfift in a thoufand places in
Egypt, thefe charaéters no longer: would
convey to us the thought. At this day
they are mute traces, as infenfible as the
ftone they are engraved on. Muft then a
language, the knowledge of which would
teach us the hiftory of ancient Egypt, and
caft a ray of light through the darknefs
which covered the firft ages of the world,
lie buried with the priets who invented it!
~It'is time, Sir, to refume the fequel of
our journey. After obferving every thing
interefting, we went to fee the fecond py-
ramid, which appeared almoft as lofty.as
the firft.  Strabo fays they are of the fame
height. Diodorus Siculus is of the fame
opinion, but thinks that the bafe of the fe~.
cond is not fo wide /g). This hiftorian

vegetables conflituted the principal part of the food
of the Egyptians. -
(g) Diodorus Siculus, lib, i, fe&t. 2.

afcribes
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afcribes the building:of it to Gzphren, bro=
ther -and fucceflor- of Chemmis, wha built
that I have been .giving an account: of.
The coating of this pyramid is:deftroyed
in many, places, but the holes effected by
force proclaim that this injury is the work
of men; and not produced by the ravages
of time. - All ithe aupper part, for fixty
feet downw.‘ards', is*quite perfec, becaufe
it; was doubtlefs  the moft difficult to be
carried off.  Perhaps they who attempted
to violate this ancient. ‘maufoleum, difcou-
raged by the length and difficultics of fo
expenfive an undertaking, contented them-

felves with taking away the marble it was’
covered with. :

. To the caft of thefe two pyramxds is a
third, which appears very diminutive, com-
pared with the other two. It is, however,
about three hundred feet fquare (b). It
was built by Micerinus. Defirous of emu-
lating the glory of his father Chemmis, he
intended covering it with Thebaic mar-

* (h) Strabo, lib. 17.
' bllc,
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ble (7); with that beautiful marble, with
black fpots, whofe fine grain and extreme
hardnefs enables it to receive the moft per-
fe@ polith. This prince died when the
work was only half finifhed. The beauty
of the marble has tempted the Arabs to
tear it off. Some pieces of it are ftill in
their places, and its ruins around the
bafe. The name of Micerinus (k) was in-
fcribed on the north fide of it. It has un-
dergone the fate of the hieroglyphies of
the great pyramid, which have been car-
ried off with the covering.

Hijltorians relate many fables on the fub-
jeét of this pyramid. According to fome
of them, a famous courtezan built it with
the produce of her gallantries ; others fay,

(i) The quarries of this beautiful marble are fitu-
ated at the extremity of Egypt, in the mountain, at
the foot of which Sienna was built. There are three
forts of it ; the firft of a perfect black ; the fecond is
only fpotted with it; and the laft is fpeckled with
red. The granite of the two former kinds was em-
ployed in the conftruétion of the tombs. The other
was made ufe of for columns and obelifks.

(%) Diodorus Siculus, lib. i. fect. 2.
that
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that an eagle having catried off the flipper
of the beautiful Rhodope, who had come to
Naucrates, let it fall at Memphis; that
Pharaoh, charmed with the delightful thape
of it, was defirous of feeing the female mo-
del ; that falling in love with the charm-
ing Greek, he married her, and raifed this
pyramid in her honour. The Arabs, fond
of the marvellous, have greedily adopted
thefe childith tales, and beftowed on this
pyramid the name of  Heram elbent, The
ancient edifice of the girl. . Round this mo-
nument are the ruins of (/) three other fmall
pyramids, which were built, according
to Diodorus Siculus, to ferve as maufolea
for the queens of thofe fovercigns who built
the great ones. i _
Facing the fecond pyramid, on the
eaftern fide, is the enormous {phynx,
whofe whole body, as I have obferved,
is buried in. the fand. The top of its
back only is vifible, which is more than
one hundred feet long. It is of one fingle

(1) Salah Eddin demolithed them, and employed
the ftones in building the walls of Cairo, and of the
caftle on mount Mokattam.

ftone,
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ftone, making part:of the tock on which
the pyramids arc-placed.-’ Its ‘head rifes
about -twenty-feven feet above the fand.
"The Arabs, infpired by Mahomet with g
horror ' for all reprefentations of men ang:
animals; ‘have disfigured its face with ar-
rows and lances (7). - Pliny pretends that
the body.of Amafis. was depofited 'within
this monftér.  Several .others think that
the well'of the ‘great pyramid led to it,
and that the prieftsteforted thitherat certain
times to pronounce their oracles (7 ) ~Bat
thefe are mere conjectures. | 1237

Mr. Paw (o) fays that the f'phmxes
found in Egypt, compofed of the body of
‘a virginwgrafted -on - that” of a lion, " are
images of the divinity who was reprefent-
ed as a-hermaphrodites  This explanation
appcars to me not more fortunate than that

() Pliny the naturahﬁ'

(7) They adduce, in proof of this, a ho]e pIaced at the
top of thefphinx’s head, from whence the priefts deliver-
ed their oracles 3 but this hole is only five feet deep, and
- communicates neither with the mouth, nor with the
infide of the monfter. '

(o) Recherches philofophiques fur les E oyptiens et les

Chinais,

of
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of his Tomb -of Ofiris.” It is under the fign
of ‘the Lion and of the Virgin that the
Nile {wells, overflows its banks, and gives
fertility to Egypt. The fphynx was ‘an-
hieroglyphic, which' taught the people the
period of the moft important event of the
whole year. ~ We fee accordingly, that
they were multiplied without end. They
are to be feen before all their temples, be-
fore all their remarkable monuments. This
hieroglyphic was equivalent to the follow=-
ing phrafe :- People, under this fign, at fuch
a time, ‘the river- [ball overflow your fields,
and bring you fertility.

Whilft we were admiring the wonders
of ancient Egypt, and that Mr. Adanfon,
the king’s firft interpreter at Alexandria,
was occupied in drawing them, we faw ten
Arabs coming towards us full gallop, with
lances in their hands. They came within
piftol-fhot of us; with the intention of at-
tacking, or exacting a contribution from
us. We were armed with fufils and
piftols, and every way prepared to repulfe
them ; but at the firlt difcharge we thould

have had'a whole hord of them upon us.
We
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We commiflionéd our two Cheiks thete-
fore to {peak to them, who ftated, that we
were their guefts, and under their protéc-
tion. This word alone difarmed them, for
they refpect infinitely the rights of hofpi-
tality.. They difmounted, and offered to
accompany us wherever we withed to go.
As they are not fond however of taking
trouble for nothing, they politely afked us
for fome finall pieces of money, which we
gave them. After we had ratified our
peace with this fmall prefent, I heard them
fay in a low voice;  Let us vifit the
¢ faint;” whither they went, and 1 fol-
lowed them. They pafled the whole
length of the fecond pyramid, and ftopped
at the entrance of a grotto cut out of the
rock. -~ They took off their fhoes and
ftockings, and/ went in. 1 was the only
European who followed their example.
The grotto was {pacious, neat, and hand- -
fome, and one breathed in it a moft agree-
able coolnefs. At one of the extremities
was a niche fix feet high, before which
hung a tattered curtain, full of holes. The
Arabs fteod near it with a moft refpectful

air.
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air.. Each of them .in his turn knelt and
kifled a foot which ftretched itfelf out from
behind the curtain. I percenvcd throurrh
the holes, that there was a naked man who
gave them his foot to kifs. When my
turn was come, I approached, an‘d {aid to
him: O! great faint, difcover. your face
tome! He took my compliment for an
mfult, and concludmg from my pronun-
ciation that I was not an Arab, he anfwer-
ed tharply : Roub anni ia kelb: Get you
gone from me, dog. At thefe words all the
Mufluimen darted a furious look at me.
I made a precipitate retreat, congratulating
myfelf that my indifcretion had only coft
me a hard word; and I determined to
have no further converfation with Egyp-
tian fantons.

Thefe men are vagabonds, who affe& a
total alienation from all worldly goods,
and who live on public alms. They com-
mit a thoufand extravagancies, which make
them pafs for infpired perfons. They go
abfolutely naked into the middle of towns,

and violating every rule of decency, do not
VoL U blufk
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bluth to commit publicly actions, Whlch
the reft of mankind cover with the obfcurity
of night, or with the veil of myftery /5 el
cannot exprefs to you to what a degree the
populace carry their veneration for thefe bra-
zen-faced cynics. 'The women, above all,
mnaturallytimid and modeft, forget, for them,
that referve and bafhfulnefs which ought to
be the infeparable companions of théir fex,
and that men who impudently abandon
themfelves to all the appetites of nature,
never can have any claim to fuch refpe&.
‘When we were fatiated with fecing and
admiring, we returned to Gifa, where we
~paffled fome days in vifiting its environs.
In our route we met with feveral jackalls,
which were running with great {wiftnefs
towards the hills. Thefe wild animals, of

(#) A friend writes me from Tunis that a fcene
of this fort pafled in the middle of the fquare of
that town, between a fanton and a woman. ‘The
people furrounded with a refpectful air the temporary
married couple ; and an European who fhould have
ventured a pleafantry at the fight of this fpeétacle,
would have run the rifk of being ftoned to death.

the
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the fize of a dog, bave a hanging tail, and
a pointed muzzle. They live on prey
procured by hunting, and eat fith on the
banks of the lakes. The Arabs call
them - Dib. ~ They are the African wolf,

I have the honour to be, &¢;

U2 LE T-
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Dfﬁ-nptim of Giza, the ancient fuburp of
Foftat. Refutation of the authors who
Juppofe it to be the fame with Memphis.
A charming view of the Nile ; the ifland
of Raouda, Old Cairo, and the boats which
are conflantly paffing along the river ;
with an account of the manufaiture of fo!
amm;niac.

To Mr. L. M.

Gifa.

IS A, as you have feen, Sir, is a fmall
town governed by a Kiachef. It takes
its origin from the choice the governors of
the caliphs made of Maf# Foffat to be their
feat of refidence. The ancients, who have
defcribed with precifion the environs of
the pyramids, fay nothing of Gifa, which
was founded by the Arabs, as its name be-
{peaks ( g). Mr. Shaw miftakes, in placing
: it
{g) Gizé fignifies angle, extremity, in Arabic. Tt
was fo called, becaufe at the time that Mafr Foftar
flourithed, °
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it on the fite of Memphis. ~Befides that
there  exift no ruins, no ancient mo-
nument, ~ the Greeks, the Roxi}ans, and
above all the Arabs, have pointed out fo
accurately the fituation of the ancient ca-
pital of Egypt, that it is impofiible, on
reading them attentively, to be miftaken.
I propofe to give you, in the following let-
ter, proofs of what I avdance.

Gifa is furrounded by immenfe plains,
where vegetables, flax, and corn grow in
abundance. The chartame, improperly
called /afranum by the people of Provence,
is cultivated there.”  They purchafe the
flowers of it, cargoes of which are fent to
Marfeilles. It is employed in dying the
cloths of Languedoc. The Egyptians, who
are in want of wood, burn the {talk of it for
fuel. The pod contains a feed, from which

flourithed, Gifé, which was only feparated from it by
the Nile, formed one of its {uburbs. In the account
given by Macrizi of the defcent of Saint Lewis in
Egypt, in fpeaking of the extremity of Damietta, he
fays, The Giza of Damietta.

U3 18
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is extracted an oil, called Zeit belou, fweet
oil. It has an infipid talte, and is eaten
by the people ; but the rich only make ufe
of it in their illuminations, which are fre-
quent in Egypt.

This little town has a manufacture of
fal ammoniac. I have frequently gone in-
to the laboratory, and, in fpite of a horrible,
infectious fmoke, I have followed the pro=-
ceft of its manufa@ure. Figure to yourfelf
fome arches with parallel flits, to receive
globes of glafs, the necks of which are only
two inches long, and the fame in diameter,
Before they are placed, they are covered .
with a fat earth, with which alfo all the
interftices between them are clofed up.
The body of the veflels is contained with-
in the vault, and they are fupported by
walls. The neck alone is expofed to the
“action. of the open air. Thefe balloons are
filled with {oot colleGted from the chimneys
of the common people, who burn nothing
but the dung of animals dried in the fun,
and mixed with chopped ftraw. The fire
which is lighted below is of the fame mate-

rials.
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rials. It is kept burning three days and
three nights. The vafes remain open, and
the fteam which exhales from the heated foot
gradually adheres to the hepk of the bot-
tle. It there condenfes, cryftallizes, and
forms a brilliant and folid mafs of about
two inches thick., When the operation is
finithed, the vafe is broken, the afhes are
thrown away, and the cake of fal ammo-
niac is taken off, {uch as it is fent to Eu-
rope. Previous to this, however, a black
cruft is detached from the lower part of
it, which has not acquired the proper de-
gree of perfection. The globes which are
filled with this on a fecond operation, give
the moft perfe&, and the moft efteemed
fal ammoniac. Abopt two thoufand quin-
tals a year are manufactured in different
places in the country. It is a confi-
derable article of commerce between the
Egyptians and the Europeans. The tin-
ners, the goldfmiths, the founders, and the
chymifts make ufe of it in their prepara-
tions.

U 4 Tﬁc
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The French merchants fettled at Grand
Cairo have a country-houfe at Gifa, with
a {mall garden planted with orange, Temor,
and date-trees. It is fituated on the banks
of the Nile. From the windows one has
a view of the beautiful ifle of Rasuda, and
its perfumed groves, the Mekias, againft
which the waters of the river dath with
violence ; Old Cairo, furrounded with gar-
dens, and a crowd of boats perpetually
crofling from one fhore to the other, Va-
rious clufters of verdure, between which
appear houfes, and mofques, or the tops
only of the minarets, prefent moft delight-
ful points of view. One pafies delicious
hours in contemplating thefe gay objedts ;
for whilft one is thusamufed, the coolneis
arifing from the current of air which fol-
lows the courfe of the Nile, invigorates the
fenfes, and gives the mind that energy it
ftands in need of to feel the beautiful, and
enjoy every thing around it. It is to
Gifa, therefore, that the French, fuffo-
cated by the heats of Grand Cairo, and the
reverberation of the burning fands of Mo-
kattam,
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kattam, come to refrefh themfelves after
their bufinefs. - It is to Gifa that they
come to recover their health, and to re-
{pire. life ina pure, frefh air,. Ampregnated

with aromatic exhalations from plants and

flowers.

I Have the honour to be,; &c.

LET-
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Apr inquiry into. the true fituation of ancient
Memphis, confirmed by the teflimony of
Herodotus, Strabo, Pliny, and Arabian
writers 5 with a refutation of the mo<
dern travellers who affirm this capital to
bave been at Giza. Defiription of the
city as it was in the time of Herodotus,
and Diodorus Siculus 5 its temples, palaces,
;wd lakes. A paflage in Abulfeda, prov-
ing that it was demolifbed by Amrou.
The ruins which are now to be feen in
zhe neighbourhbood of the village of Menph,
the finall rmm:‘r the ancient Memphis.

To Mr. L. M.

Grand Cairo.

T is time, Sir, to fpeak of Memphis,
and to difcufs the opinions of different
writers on the fubje@ of that celebrated
city, which are very oppofite. Some of
thefe pretend that it was fituated where Gifa
now ftands, others place it five leagues fur-
: ther
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ther to the fouthward. 1Is it not aftonifh-
ing that the pofition of the ancient capital
of Egypt, of acity which was feven leagues
in circumference (7, which contained mag-
nificent temples and palaces, which art ex-
erted herfelf to render everlafting, thould
at this day be a fubject of difpute amongft
the learned ? Thus are all the monuments
of man in their turn buried in the duft!
I hope; however, that the evidence of hif-
tory will ftill point out the traces which
Memphis has left behind her, and diffipate
that darknefs, with which erudition itfelf
has laboured to cover them: Let us ex-
amine the paffages.

“ It was queen Semiramis who built
¢ the caflle (s) of Grand Cairo. = She
¢¢ placed there a numerous garrifon of Ba-
“ bylonians, in order to keep Memphis
“ in awe, fituated oppofite to it, to the

(r) Diodorus Siculus makes it 150 ftadia round,
lib. i. fe&. 2.

(s) I think I have corrected the firft of thefe errors,
in the 7th letter, by fhewing that it was built by
Salah Eddin,

(13 wcﬂ-
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« weftward of the Nile, and to prevent
« that capital from revolting ()
Do&or Shaw is of the fame opiniop,
-« Oppofite to'Cairo, on the bank of ‘the
« Nile, which looks towards Lybia, is
¢ the' village of Gifa, where the ancient
¢ Memphis ftood, - the ruins of » which
“ are .~ fiow buried © and ’ covered w;th

‘ earth (u).”

Pocock an accurate obferver, then fol-
lows ; inftruéted ‘by the infpeflion of the
placéé;-'and ancient literature, he declares
himfelf of a different opinion (x). War
was declared ‘between the Englith: literati;
and the authors of the Modern Univer/al
Hiflory have prono:unced the followmg de-
e ot B )
~E8e thph;s (_y} was ﬁmatcd on the
st {pot now occupied by Gifa; fo Doétor
«¢ Shaw informs us, whoife geographical

' (t) Father Sicard, Letires Edifiantes, p. 4771.

(%) Geographical obfervations on Syria and on
Egypt, p. 25.

(x) Defcription of the Eaft, lib. i. at the article of
Memphis and the pyramids.

() Fir part, p. 328.

2 obfer-
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¢ obfetvations ‘on. Egypt and Arabia Pe-
«.tra; the beft ever made, ought to-be
siprefetred .to all ithe: deferiptions ¢f :mo-
¢! dern stravellers, as.well for their struth,
¢ at leaft their probability, as forierudi=
<6 tion, accuracy, andfound criticifm, ¢, .
<,/ In one word,! his boak will maidtain its
“¢, reputation ' againft:the attacks of envy
¢ and of malice; /it will flill live, when
¢¢, the publications of thofe who have faken
«s; up ithe pen 'to imitate, ‘of decry him,
will be buried in oblivion, ‘ot at :leait
covered with the contempt: they: fo juft-
“.ly merit.”

This, Sir, isa very defpotic judgment
pronounced againft every traveller wha {hall
prefume to combat the opinion of :Dottor
Shaw. - If the-authors of . the Modern Uni-
verfal ‘Hiftory thought they might difpenfe
with reading’ the works of the .Awcients,
“they thould at leaft have had recoutfe to
the books of the Arabian geographers.
Enlightened by their perufal, they: would
have been cautious of ‘maintaining a-pal-
pable error with fo much emphafis. * Al-
low me to quote authorities. 3

«« Mempbhis
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« Memphis [z is fituated on the nar<
¢ roweft fpot in Egypt, on the weftern
* bank of the Nile ; a lake formed by the
«¢ waters of the river furrounds it to the
«¢ porth and to the weft.” .

This is a vague defcription. To have
marked the fituation of Memphis in a de-
cifive manner, the lake muift have exifted
in our days, and the valley of Egypt have
been meafured, to difcover the narroweft
part (& ). Strabo gives us more circum-
ftantial details.

¢¢ From the caftle of Babylon (2] one
« difcovers, on the other fide of the Nile,
«¢ the pyramids, which are neartoMemphis.
¢ . ... Itis partly furrounded by lakes.
¢ The buildings which formed the palaces
¢« of the kings, are at prefent in ruins.
¢¢ They extended from the mountain as far
«¢ as the plain where the city is built, and
“ even to the banks of the lake. They

(z) Herodotus, Euterpe.

(&) Strabo, lib. 17.

(2) I have pointed out its fituation near OId Caira
in the 8th letter,

“ were



ON EGYZPT, 303

< Syere fhaded by ‘a-facred wood. At
e forty'ﬂadia from Memphis rifes a ftony
¢ hill, where a great nnmber of pyramlds
s are built.” , ;
It is not furprizing that Strabo fhould
have difcovered the pyramids from: the
caftle of Babylon, fince they are feen from
the fortrefs which overtops Grand Cairo,
and from a much greater diftance. He
‘adds, ‘that they were near Memphis, on 2
hill which is only forty ftadia, or a league
and a quarter diftance. This fituation does
not correfpond with that of Gifa, which
is three leagues from the neareft pyramids,
and fix from thofe of Saccara. I fhall not
dwell on this defcription, as Pliny (&) fet-
tles the difficulty, fo as not to leave a
doubt.
~ ¢ The three great pyramids, which are
¢ {een by navigators from all parts, are
¢¢ fituated on a barren and ftony hill, be-
“ tween Memphis and the Delta, one
¢ league from the Nile, two from Mem-
phis, and near the village of Bufiris.”

(4) Pliny the naturalift, lib. 36.

This
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This paffage irrevocably fixes the dif-
puted places, and difplays the itruth in the
cleareft light.  Since the pyramids, in fa,
are between Memphis and the Delta, as
it is certain that Gifa is between the py-
ramids and the Delta, it is impoflible that
Memphis could have been fituated on the
fpot where:Gifa ftands; or, which comes to
the fame thing, Memphis, in Pliny’s defcrip-
tion, is two leagues to the fouthward of the
pyramids ; now the town of Gifa is three
Jdeagues diftant from them to the north-
ward, it could not therefore be built on
the ground occupied by Memphis. Nor
can Pliny be accufed of having been de-
ceived, for the pofitions he has: laid down
are extremely accurate.  The village. of
Bufiris fill exifts under the name of Bou-
fir, at a {mall diftance from the pyramids ;
they are fill a league from the river; and
the fmall town of Menph, formerly Mem-
phis, is about two- leagues to the fouth-
ward of thefe monuments. Had the au-
thors of the Modern Univerfal Hiftory read
this paflage, they would have been careful
not to put implicit faith in aflertions, nor

blindly
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blindly to adopt an opinion fubject to cri-
ticifm, more efpecially -as one of their
countrymen (¢}, a judicious and enlight-
éned  obferver, had already difputed it,
Above all, they would not have thun-
dered out their anathema againft whoever
refufes to embrace the creed of Doctor
Shaw. With them I do homage to the
merits of that learned man; his book is
replete with valuable enquiries; but as
fome errors have crept in amongft the
truths he has eftablithed, I cannot help
correting them when occafion offers.
After a king of Egypt had turned the
courfe of the Nile (d), which loft it-
felf in the fands of Lybia, and that the
Delta was formed out of the mud [¢)
depofited by its waters, canals were cut to

drain

(¢) Pocock, journey to the Eaft,

(d) See the firft letter.

(¢) Should even the evidence of hiftory, which
proves that the Delta originates only in the fand and
mud depofited by the Nile, no longer exift; thould
we even reject the opinions of Herodotus, of Strabo,
of Diodorus Siculus, of Pliny, &c. who all of them

aflert the fa&, it would be impofiible not to admit it,
Vor. I, . . on,
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drain the lower Egypt. The monarchs,
who, till then, had fixed their refidence at
Thebes, were defirous of coming’ nearer
the mouth of the river, to enjoy a more
temperate air, and to be more readj to de-
fend the entrance of their empire. They
founded the city of Memphis, and ftrove to
make it @ rival worthy of the ancient capi-
tal. They adorned it with feveral tem-
ples (f), amongft which that of Vulcan
attraCted the attention of travellers. The
grandeur, the fumptuoufnefs of the edifice,
the richnefs of its ornaments, alternately
excited admiration. On the fide of the
barren plain was raifed another temple,
not lefs an obje& of wonder, dedicated to
Serapis. An avenue of prodigious {phinxes
ornamented the principal approach. The

on confidering this beautiful part of Egypt. One fees,
in fad, throughout its whole extent, no other flones
than fuch as have been brought thither for the building
of temples and great edifices; and on digging twenty
feet deep in any part of it whatever, nothing is to be
found but the black mud of the Nile, mixed with
fand.

(f) Strabo, lib. 17.
" {ands,
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fands, the fcourge of Egypt, heaped up
fucceffively around them, fo that in the
time of Strabo fome were buried to the
middle of the body, and others up to the
head; at prefent they have totally difap-
peared. To prevent this difafter, however,
they had built to the fouthward a long and
lofty dyke (g, which ferved alfo 4s a ram=
part againft the overflowings of the river,
and the furprizes of the enemy. The
king’s palaces, and a fortrefs built on the
mountain, defended it to the weft. On
the eaft it was bounded by - the Nile.
To the northward were lakes terminated
by the plain of mummies, and by the
caufeway which leads from Bufiris to the
great pyramids. Thus fituated, Memphis
commanded the valley of Egypt, and com-
municated by canals with lake Meris, and
lake Mareotis. 'The citizen who inhabited
it, from his own houfe could travel over all
Egypt in a boat; it became accordingly
the centre of wealth, of commerce, and the
arts. Aftronomy and geometry, invented

() Diodorus Siculus, lib. 1.

X 2 by
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by the Egyptians, flourifhed there (4.
Thither the Greeks repaired to acquire
that knowledge which they carried into,
and brought to perfe@ion in their own
country. The new capital threw Thebes
and her hundred gates into oblivion ; and
the faw rife upon her neighbouring moun-
tain thofe proud monuments, thofe fuperb
maufolea, which alone, of all the wonders
that the world admired, have braved the
ravages of time, and of ftill more deftruc-
tive man. The glory of Memphis lafted
many ages. She maintained her fplendor
till Cambyfes laid wafte Egypt at the head
of a formidable army. This ferocious
conqueror Heftroyed, as far as he could,
her temples and her famous buildings.
Above all, he ftrove to extinguith the
torch of the {ciences, which this people,
furrounded by waves and defarts, had
lighted in their fertile valley. The col-
leges of the priefts, with a part of their
privileges, loft the knowledge which refult-

(%) Strabo, lib. 17. attributes the invention of
aftronomy and geometry to the Egyptians.

ed
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ed from them. Memphis, however mu-
tilated by a barbarian, preferved fo many
remains of her magnificence, as to be till
the firft city in the world. For upwards
of two hundred years, fthe laboured to
thake off the odious Perfian yoke. ~Alex-
ander, to whom fhe furrendered, amply
avenged the outrages fhe had fuftained.
This conqueror, abandoning himfelf to a
guilty delirium, renewed, within the walls
of Perfepolis (7), the horrors Cambyfes
bad committed at Thebes and at Mem-
phis. Is there no retributive juftice for
empires, as well as for individuals ? Charm-
ed with the beauty of this country, whofe
antiquities he vifited feveral ages before
the Chriftian @ra, he there founded a town
bearing his name. It was embellithed by
the Ptolemies, his fucceffors. In the de-
coration of their buildings they endeavour-
ed to unite with the majefty of the Egyp-
tian, the elegance of the Grecian architec-
ture. ‘The Pharos appeared, and merited
the admiration of the univerfe. Alexan-

(i) Quintus Curtius.
X 3 dria
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dria was another Rome. The arts and
{ciences, under the fovereign’s eye, fpread
their reputation far and near. Commerce at-
tracted thither wealth and abundance from
all parts. Memphis was every day depo-
pulated ; her inhabitants paffed to the new
capital (4). Under Auguftus it was flill
a great city, populous, and full of ftran-
gers, but it then held only the rank of the
fecond city of Egypt. Six hundred years
after, it became the firft conqueft of the
Arabs, who befieged its walls. The fiege
was long and bloody ; but it was carried
at length by ftorm, and deftroyed, as Abul-
feda informs us. I fhall give the paffage
of that learned hiftorian; it confirms
the pofition of Memphis, given by Pliny,
and deftroys the error of feveral authors /),
who pretend, that the governors for the
emperors of Conftantinople refided at Old
Cairo, when Amrou made the conqueft of
Egypt. I think I have already demon-
ftrated in my eighth letter, that that town

(#) Strabo, lib. 17,

(/) Maillet, defeription de I Egypte. Father Sicard,
Jettres cr]{ﬁ:mrf._r._

did
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did not then exift ; and what follows will
furnith a freth proof of it. :
(m «« Menf, (that is to fay, Mcmphis) is
<« the ancient Mafr () of Egypt. It
¢ is fitnated on the weftern bank of
¢ the Nile. Amrou, fon of E/! Aas,
¢ having taken it by ftorm, rafed it
“ to the ground, and went to build the
¢« town of Foftat by order of Omar, fon of

(m) ¢ Menf hié Mafr elcadimé oua hié an garbi
el Nil. Oua lemma fatahha Omar ebn el Aas khar-
abha oua bena el Foftat men elbar elakhar el charqui
be amr Omar ebn el khattab. Qua be menf atar
cadimo azimé madfalo men elfakhour oua el menhouté
el mafoura. QOua alaiha dehan akhdar, our khairo
baki ila zamanna, hadé lam ietkhaier men el chams
oua khairha ala toul hadé eldemmé. Oua menf men
mafr ala marhelé€ caribé.”

Abulfeda, Defeription of Egypt.

(n) 1 have already faid, in the letter on Old Cairo,
that the Arabs have always given the name of Mafr
to the capital of Egypt. Memphis bore that title
until it was ruined by Amrou. It was then tran{-
ferred to Fuffat, which preferved it until it was fet
on fire by Schaouar, to hinder it from falling into the
hands of the French. From that time Grand Cairo
has received the name of Mafr, and Foftat that of
Malr el atik, the ancient Mafr, or capital.

X 4 «« Kettab,
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«« Kettab, on the oppofite fide. At Menf
« are remarkable ruins, the remains of its
¢ ancient {plendor, and which are fuffered
« to fall into decay ; one there fees ftones,
«¢ the fculpture and painting of which ex-
¢« cite admiration ; the fun and the injuries
“ of time not hitherto having been able
¢ to efface the colours. Menf is diftant a
¢ fhort day’s journey from Grand Cairo.”

Thefe particulars agree both with the
defcription of Pliny, and with what fill
remains in our days. The village of
Menf, fad remains of an immenfe city, is
fix leagues from Grand Cairo, on the weft-
ern bank of the Nile. , This is precifely
the pofition of the learned naturalift, for
they reckon four leagues from Grand Cairo
to the pyramids, and two from thefe mo-
numents to the village of Menf, The
ruins around it confirm the account of
Abulfeda. () Even the lakes, fpoken of

(¢) Thefe lakes, which all antiquity reprefents
as near to Memphis, are a demonftrative proof that
it was fituated at the village of Menf; and not at
Gifa; for there is not the fmalleft appearance of a
lake for three leagues around that little town.

by
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by Herodotus and Strabo, have not entire~
ly difappeared. One of them is near Sac-
cara, with a wood of Acacia, fituated to
the weftward of Menf; the other is pre.
cifely north of it. In the time of the in-
undation,. it reaches as far as the raifed
caufeway in the marfhes which fepa-
rate the great pyramids from the Nile,
This was thrown up [/ to facilitate the
carriage of the marble, which formed the
paflages, and- covering of thefe build-
ings ; and the dyke ftill fubfifts, with
bridges in it, to leave a free paffage for
the waters. One goes along it, in going
to {ee the pyramids, in a boat during the
inundation.

Thefe, Sir, are the lakes which the in-
habitants of Memphis were obliged to crofs,
in order to convey their dead into the
plains, where they had eftablifhed their
maufolea. As temples were built there (7,
in which expiatory facrifices were offered

(#) Herodotus, Euterpe.

(7) Each large pyramid had its temple, and priefts,
whofe duty it was to flay expiatory victims, and to
pray for the dead, '

vp
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up for the dead; as thefe places of
filence were an inviolable afylum, ang
the facrilegious wretch would have paid
the forfeit of his life, who dared to
profane them, and trouble their profound
peace, all the Egyptians were defirous of
making it their place of fepulture. FEach
family dug for itfelf a ftill habitation out
of the rock covered with fand, where fa-
ther and fon were depofited one after the
other with a religious piety. They never
imagined that the enlightened people of
Europe would one day come and tear them
from their tombs, and that their bodies,
fo carefully buried and preferved, would
become the obje& of an infamous traffic.
(r) The Greeks, who had affifted at the
judgments which the Egyptians alone, of
all the people of the earth, pronounced
againft the memory of the dead, and who
faw the places where they were carried in
a boat, paying a {mall tribute, invented
from thence the fable of Charon and of
hell. The beauty of the plains beyond

(r) Orpheus was initiated in the myfteries of Ofiris.

Diadorus Siculus, p. 37,
that
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that vaft folitude of fand, the canals which
water them, and which preferve there an
ever-verdant foliage, furnithed them with
the idea of Styx, of Lethe, and of the
‘Elyfian fields. Their brilliant and fertile
imagination has embellithed thefe. places
with all the treafures of poetry. This fa-
ble gained credit amongft the people, and
became an article of Pagan faith.

Such, Sir, are the reflexions which have
occurred to me from an attentive perufal
of the ancients, and the fight of the envi-
rons of the pyramids. May they prove
worthy of your attention, and poffefs in
your eyes the merit of truth.

I have the honour to be, &c.

LET-



316 L E T PFOETR §

LETTER XXIIL

ourney from Boulac to Damietta. = De-
feription of the great branch of the Nile
which flretches thither 5 the canals which

- go off from its the towns and wvillages
fituated on their banks, and the ancient
monuments which remain. A particular

- account of the fair of Tantas the manners

- of the inbabitants in this part of Egypt;
the woods in the neighbourhood of Same-

" mout; the chicken-cvens of Manfoure,
awhere the French army was defeated ; and
the navigation of the rivers

To Mr, L. M,

Grand Cairo, 1779.
O U reckon, Sir, an interval of fixteen

months fince my laft letter, and during

this long {pace of time your friendly appre-
henfions have often painted to you the
dangers to which one is expofed in a bar-
barous country. They have more than
once
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once made you tremble for my life. . Ho-'
noured be ' thofe fentiments fo dear to me,
and which my heart returns you ! But calm
your uneafinefs. There is a tutelar deity’
for travellers, who exa&s no other homage.
than prudence and perfeverance.  Paying
him religioufly that tribute, you are out of:
reach of danger. Ceafe therefore to be
alarmed, and attribute my filence to my
continual labours and expeditions. = As for
you, Sir, continue to write to me. Itis
here one knows the value of a letter. With
what tranfport one opens it! With what
avidity one reads it ! The day of receiving it
is a day of feftival. Itis under aburning fky,
in the midft of defarts, that one feels eruelly
the want of a friend. Every thing is precious
which can recall his memory. Amongft the
Turks and Arabs, a Frenchman rarely finds
a heart into which he can pour out his own.
A crowd of fentiments grow up and die in
it, without being participated. Take pity
on me then, and procure me frequently the
only confolation of the abfent. When I
read the characters traced out by your hand,

I feem to fee, and hear you, The imagi=
nation,
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nation, that happy enchantrefs, affords me
an agreeable illufion; thefe are at leaft
fome happy moments ; thefe are fome flow-
ers firewed over the thorny road of life,
Let us return to our correfpondence.

Two journeys into lower Egypt, vifiting
the towns and canals of the eaftern branch
of the Nile, a refidence of a year at Dami-
etta, dedicated to perfeéting myfelf in the
Arabic dialect, {poken in Syria, this, Sir,
has been my employment during the long
filence you complain of. A thoufand times
have I run over the delicious environs of
this city. One is never fatiated with con-
templating the beauties of nature, and
with ‘viewing the happy image of abun-
dance. I have followed the traces of the
army of Saint Lewis, from his difembarka-
tion to Manfoura, The frank, ingenuous
Joinville has written an account of this ex-
pedition, the commencement of which was
{o brilliant, and the conclufion fo unfor-
tunate.  His narrative is obfcure, and
leaves a great deal to be faid. The cu-
rious details preferved by the Arabian au-
thors, and the infpetion of the fcene of

adtion
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a&ion will furnith me the means of ex-
plaining him, and of fupplying that in-
formation he was in want of.  As foon 4§
I have finifhed the account of my journey,
I will endeavour to trace out to you this
interefting paffage of our hiftory. -

The 15th of February I hired a Canje to
carry me to Damietta. Itis a boat fmaller
than a Mach, and defigned for voyages of
pleafure. It contained a cabinet, and a
handfome chamber, where we fpread a car-
pet. A mat was raifed forward in the form
of a canopy, from whence one might fee
the country without being incommoded by
the fun. A tried janiffary, who had ferved
in the campaigns of the famous A/ Bey,
and an Arab fervant, accompanied me. We
were well armed, a neceffary precaution on
the canal of Damietta, where one is almotft
always attacked. The Fellab (r ) who live
upon its banks, attack the boats under co-
ver of night, and if they meet with no re-
fitance, murder the paflengers, and take
~ pofieflion of their riches. A ftranger ought

(r) The name of the Egyptian labourers.
to
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to be very fure both of the domeftics, he
takes with him, and of the fidelity of the
mafter of the boat, who have frequently an
underftanding with the robbers, and fhare
with them. Infiru&ed by experience; I
give this advice to travellers who may come
after me.. 1 had very nearly loft my life
by not having followed it myfelf.

We had taken care to provide our bark
with rice and. coftee; thefe are the moft
eflential provifions. One finds eggs, milk,
and poultry in all the villages. We had
laid in a few magnumbonums of old Cy-
prus wine (s ). = Mabamet Affalamé, though
a good mufulman, was very glad to empty
a few glaffes of it from time to time; but
he did it underhand, and avoided being
feen even by the boatmen.

We left the port of Boulak about one
oclock in the afternoon. The fky was
ferene, the heat as temperate as in our

(s) Mabamet Affalamé is the name of the Janiffary
who accompanied me. He is an upright, brave, and
faithful fellow, to whom I have been under great
obligations during my travels, At my departure he

entered, into the fervice of the Conful of France at
Alexandria.

fineft
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fineft days of fpring. The Nile, returned
into its bed fix weeks before, was gradu-
ally falling. The current, which was not
rapid, and the north wind, obliged us to
have recourfe to oars. The barley and
the corn began to ripen. The chartame,
and the dorra, or India millet, was a foot
above the ground. The lucern was {pring-
ing for the third time. The cucumbers
and water-melons were extending their
flexible branches on the banks of the river.
The flax and beans were approaching to
maturity.  The foliage of the trees of-
fered different tints of verdure. The orange
and lemon-trees were decked with flowers.

Such was the appearance of Egypt the 15th
of February.

We were rowed along, and in an hour
we paffed the mouth of the canal of
Adrian Ceafar, which went into that
of the Red Sea. It crofles the little town
of Kelioub, and pafles to the north of He-
liopolis. Two leagues lower is the vil-
lage of Charakbanié, below which the
Nile feparates itfelf to form the Delta.

Yol | Y This
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This is the {pot (#) where Herodotus and
Pomponius Mela place the ancient town of
Cercaforum. Mr. Danville, following the
opinion of Strabo, places it on the weftern
bank of the Nile at the village of E/- Arkfas.
We advanced {lowly, but the conftant
fpectacle of a great number of boats go-
ing up and coming down the river, the fight
of a country enriched with varied produc-
tions, and covered with flocks, amufed our
eyes, and compenfated for the obftacles we
met with. Arrived at Batn el bakara, the
place of the divifion of the Nile, we left the .
branch of Rofetta to the left, and entered
that of Damietta. The firlt makes an el-
bow to the eaftward; the fecond going to-
wards the north, and coritinuing in the
dire&tion of the former bed, receives a
greater quantity of water. Itis from hence
accordingly that the moft confiderable ca-

(t) Herodotus, lib. 2. and Pcmponius Mela, fay
that the town of Cercaforum was fituated near the fe-
paration of the Nile on the eaftern bank. Itsancient

fite is occupied in our time by the village of Cha-
rakhania.

nals
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nals branch out. I fhall point them out as
we go on.

The fun was on the decline. Qur ma-
riners were afraid to pafs the night before
the little town of Dagoué, an old haunt for
robbers. In the time of Father Sicard, a
man of the name of Habib had eftablithed
himfelf a petty tyrant there, and by the aid
of well-timed- prefents to the powers of
Cairo, he laid all the navigators under con-
tribution. ~ This place is ftill infelied with
pirates. A large boat I was in laft year,
with upwards of thirty Turks, was attacked
there. Our arms, and the good counte~
nance we fhewed, drove off the enemy,
whofe intention was to plunder, not to fight.
Thefe confiderations determined us to ftop
before the little hamlet of Zoufeti, where
we caft anchor ; and whilft the fervant was
preparing {upper, I took a walk with the
Janiffary in an adjacent wood. We carried
each of us a pair of piltols at his belt, a
large couteau de chafle at his fide, and a
double barrelled gun on his {houlder.

Several rows of trees planted round a vaft

field formed a femicircular enclofure, whofe
Y 2 fides
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fides extended to.the river. Towards the
middle, a few round earthen huts rofe up
under the fhade of the fycamore. To the
right and left, pomegranate, palm, tama-
rind, and orange-trees, irregularly difperfed,
formed feveral fmall groves. They were
interfperfed with tufts of benné, a beautiful
fhrub, whofe flower ferves to dye yellow.
The frefhnefs of the grafs, the variety of
the trees, the {cattered thickets, the flow-
ers of lemon and orange-trees, a multitude
of turtle-doves, fecking an afylum under
their thick foliage, the -numerous herds
they were driving back from pafture, form-
ed altogether a pleafant and animated fcene,
which produced a tranquil joy, a fentiment
of happinefs in the mind, always refult-
ing from the fight of the beauties of nature.
We advanced to the labourers cabins.
The women who were round them went
in at our approach. The men alone re-
mained, and taking us from our drefs for
the officers of fome Bey, coming to exact
a contribution from them, they feemed
alarmed. We removed their fears, by tel-
ling them that we only demanded a few
freth
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freth eggs, and fome milk. Thefe words
having diffipated their apprehenfions, they
were eager to fatisfy us, and condu& us
back to our boat. Notwithftanding thefe
friendly tokens, we kept watch all night.
Each of us mounted guard in his turn; but
no accident happened to difturb our tran-
quillity.

16th of February.

I had flept fome hours wrapped up in
my cloak, in the Arabian fafhion, when
the cries of the mariners preparing to de-
part awakened me. The fun was rifing,
and the dew having fallen plentifully, the
fky was pure, and without clouds. Caft-
ing my eyes towards the wood we had
been walking in, in the evening, I faw
flocks of birds as white as fnow, hovering
over the tops of the trees. The Arabs call
them Garde Boeuf, or Watch Ouwen, from
their always accompanying thefe animals.
They are of the fize of a pheafant, with
red feet, and a black bill. 'Their.filver
plumage formed an agreeable contraft with
the deep green of the date-trees. Thou~

Y 3 fands
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fands of turtle-doves were flying from one
orange-tree to another, and celebrating by
their accents the rifing day. Flights of
pigeons were defcending from the dove-
cotes to the banks of the river. All thefe
birds feemed as if they were tame. As
they are not purfued, and feldom or never
hear the frightful found of gunpowder,
they appear with confidence, and do not
fly the approach of man.

We weighed anchor, and coafted along
the left bank of the river, by the aid of
oars and the current, for the wind was fkill
contrary. We pafled near Cafr (u) Fa-
raounié, fituated at the head of a large ca-
nal, which obliquely crofiing the Delta,
difcharges itfelf into the branch of Rofetta.
We perceived on the right bank of the Nile
feveral diftant hamlets. We often paflfed
between numerous ifles with which its bed
is firewed, and prefently faw the little fort
of Tant, furrounded by a fmall canal.

An hour after leaving it, we arrived be-
fore the fmall town of Dagoué. The Nile

(#) Cafr fignifies village,

. here
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here makes a great bend, as if purpofely
to detain travellers the longer before this
haunt of robbers. From this elbow a
river ftrikes off, formed by the hand of
man, and as large as the Saone. It joins
the canal of Faraounié, before it reaches
Menouf, the capital of the firlt province of*
the Delta. It is navigable from the month
of Auguft to December, for the largeft
boats. I have gone up the whole length
of it from Nadir on the branch of Rofetta,
unto that of Damietta. Its direGion is
from north-eaft to fouth-weit. Nothing
‘can be frether, richer, or gayer than its
banks. It feems to pafs through the ter-
reftrial paradife. ‘This beautiful river fur-
nifhes other canals with water, which I
thall point out in the map. One of them
in its courfe to lake Bourls, pafles by the
large burgh of Tanta, where a confiderable
fair is annually held. The inhabitants of
Upper and Lower Egypt colle& there in
great numbers. It continues eight days,
and the productions of the ‘country are
exchanged for India ftuffs, Moka coffes,

and French cloths. The thirft of gain
< o | draws
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draws a part of the Egyptians there.
Others are attralted by pleafure. - Ten
thoufand boats cover the canal at this pe-
riod. - All of them are well provided with
provifions. They make good cheer, have
mufic, and give themfelves up to joy.
Almoft as many tents are pitched upon the
bank. The moft celebrated courtezans of
Egypt are fure to have their pavillions
there. 'They are introduced into the boats,
where they difplay their talents for dancing,
finging, and gallantry.  Several glafs lamps
are lighted every night on each maft, whofe
light infinitely refleCted, forms in the water
innumerable ftars. The tents are alfo light-
ed (x). This wonderful illumination, a
league in length, produces on the verdure,
and in the cryftal of the water, the moft
admirable effe@s. Thefe fairs, the remains
of the ancient pilgrimages to Canopus, to
Sais, and Bubaftis, are not uncommon in
Egypt, and are always greatly frequented.

(*) Herodotus informs us that fimilar illuminations
were made at the feafts of Ifis, in the city of Bufiris,
at Bubaftis, during the feftivals of Diana, and in other
towns in Egypt. - Euterpe, lib. 2,

We
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We got away from Dagoué with plea-
fure; and after pafling fevetal hamlets, dif-
covered the village of 4¢rib(y ), on the right
banks. It has nothing remarkable but its
name. The cottages it is compofed of,
cover the ruins of the ancient _Afridis,
Ammianus Marcellinusaflfertsthat this town
was one of the moft confiderable in Egypt.
If this opinion be not exaggerated, it is
rather aftonithing that it has not preferved
one fingle remarkable monument. A lit-
tle below A7#rib runs a large canal which
~empties itlelf into Lake Menzale towards
the caftern part of it.  Another f{prout
from the Nile, which began towards the
point of the Delta (), joined it here, and
they formed together the Pelufiac branch.
Following its courfe, one fell in with Phg-
cufa, where the canal which communi-
cated with the Red Sea began, and the

(y) The learned Danville places both this town and
canal too low in his map of Egypt.

(z) Herodotus and Pomponius Mela fay pofitively
that below Cercaforum, whofe fituation I have pointed
out, the Nile was #riple, from dividing itfelf into three
branches. The eafternmoft, which was that of Bubaitis
or Pelufium, is not navigable ; the other two flill are.

great
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great city of Bubaftis, where Diana was
adored. She there had a magnificent tem-
ple. Herodotus has given us a Picturefque
defcription of the worthip of that goddefs,
I fhall give the paffage, becaufe it ferves to
prove how little the Egyptian manners have
changed fince the time of that excellent hif-
torian.

¢ The people repair in crowds from all
« parts of Egypt to the feaftof Diana, at
¢ Bubaftis. A multitude of boats fail to-
« wards that city. In every boat female
« muficians accompany their fongs with
¢ cymbals, and tambours de bafque ; men
s play on the flute, others fing and beat
< time with their hands. They ftop be-
«¢ fore all the towns in their paffage, and the
¢« mufic ftrikes up (/). The women, aban-
< doning themfelves to the intoxication of
“ joy, incite thofe they meet by the moft
¢ licentious invitations; they fing lewd
“ fongs, and perform lafcivious dances. On
¢ their arrival at Bubaffis, innumerable

(a) Thefe women are doubtlefs the dancing and
finging Egyptian girls of Herodotus, who were not
more decent then, than they are in our days.

“ victims
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« yiims are facrificed during. the . f{olem=
< nity, and more wine is drank in one
¢ day, than in the reft of the whole year.
<« More than feven hundred thoufand per-
« fons are affembled.” : _
Since the days of Herodotus, the Egyp-
tians have paffed under different govern-
ments, and are at length plunged into the
depth of ignorance and {lavery ; but their
chara&er is not effentially changed. All the
mad ceremonies, fanctified by the heathen
religion, are renewed at this day around the
tombs of the fantons (), before the
churches of the Copti (¢/, and at the fairs
I have {poken of. The tafte for pilgrimages
ftill fubfifts amongft them. Their dances,
their mufic are the fame. In fpite of the
fhackles with which the Mahometan reli-
gion has enchained them, their natural
character breaks forth, and the inclinations

(¢) The Mahometans repair on certain days of
the year to the tombs of fome perfons they regard as
faints, and celcbrate their feftival by giving them-
felves up to joy, pood cheer, and licentioufne(s,

(¢) The Copti ceclebrate pretty nearly in the fame
manner the fealt of St, Gemiane in Lower Lgypt,
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of their forefathers prevail; fo true it is,
that old habits, arifing from climate, tri-
umph at length over every law. It is a
torrent which continually follows an irre-
fiftible declivity. The art of the legiflator
confifts not in oppofing a dyke to its courfe,
but in artfully diverting it, fo as to prevent
its ravages, and render it ufeful. Let us
refume our voyage:

Below Atrib the villages are {o near each
other, that the banks of the Nile have the
appearance of a long town, interrupted
only by gardens, and {weet {cented groves.
In contemplating the beauty of the heavens,
the variety of the trees, its numerous herds,
the perpetually renewing riches of an inex-
hauftible foil, one cannot help faying to
one’s felf ; Let us not be furprifed that the
Egyptians erected the greateft monuments in
the univerfe; they were enlightened, they
inhabited the moft beautiful climate in the
world, and an earth which only demanded
of man to depofit feeds within its bofom.
Defpotifm and barbarifm have marked
everywhere the traces of defolation, but
- what might not a people, friends to the
arts
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arts and fciences undertake in that coun-
try ! What treafures might they not draw
from agriculture and ‘commerce ? What
knowledge, buried under the veil of hiero-
glyphics, might they not reftore to {ciences
and to hiftory? Pardon a traveller’ thefe
reflexions, and thefe withes, who has be-_
fore his eyes the misfortune and the riches
of {o fine a country.

After failing feveral hours amongft ifles
and hamlets, we caft anchor at M rbamr.
I landed there, and ran through that fmall
but very populous and commercial town.
It contains nothing remarkable, nothing
that bears the appearance of antiquity.
Themarket-placesare narrowand ill-lighted,
the ftreets crooked and dirty. One fees a
mofque here with a {quare tower, which
appears to me to have ferved as a church
for the Chriftians, before the Arabian con-
queft. Through all Egypt, in fa&, there
1s not a fimilar minaret; ' they are .all
round, narrow, and lofty.

After vifiting Mit rbamr, we crofled
the river, and defcended to Zephté, fitu-
ated oppofite, ‘This little town, as well as

the
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the former, does not merit the pains we
took to furvey it. Part of the houfes
are built of earth, the reft of brick. Seve-
ral of them fall into ruins, and nobody
repairs them. The people appear miferable
there, and itappears very evident, that it
is not for them that the luxuriant fields of
the neighbourhood are cultivated.

The fun being ftill above the horizon,
we continued our journey. The villages fuc~
ceeded each other always at the fame dif-
tance. They are much more frequent on
this branch, than on that of Rolfetta.
This muft be afcribed to the deftruction
of feveral large towns, which were in
the caftern part of the Delta. In propor-
tion as they were laid wafte, the fup-
port of the canals which conveyed thither
the waters of the Nile, has been neglected,
the lands have remained  uncultivated,
the people have got nearer the river, and
have fixed their habitations on its banks.
What a quantity of barren country would
an enlightened government reftore to agri-
culture? The wind continuing contrary,
the rowers being fatigued, and night ap-

proaching,
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proaching, we caft anchor between an
ifland and Mit Demfis. This was by no
means a fafe place, but we determined to
keep a good look out.

17thics

We were fleeping quietly, when towards
midnight, two men fwimming, approached
the boat under cover of the darknefs. The
janiflary who had the watch, perceiving
them by the light of the ftars, cried out,
and difcharged his fufil, and they difap-
peared. The noife having awakened us,
we took to our arms, but he calmed our un-
eafinefs, by telling us the occafion of it.
‘Thefe robbers are fo adroit, that when they
find the paffengers afleep, they carry off
- part of their effets, and even large bales,
which they fwim off withe On being fur-
prized, they plunge into theriver, and efcape
from all purfuit. 'This alers kept usawake
the reft of the night; and to pafs the time,
‘Mahomet Affalamé recounted to us all the
battles of A/i Bey. Thele tales were fea-
foned with large cups of moka, which we
emptied
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emptied from time to time. They take it
at all hours. The Turks efteem it an ex-
cellent fortifier, and neceflary in a country
where the ftomach, relaxed by heat, with
difficulty performs its functions. From
this opinion they call it Caboué (d), which
. fignifies force. However this may be, it is
at leaft certain that the Egyptians com-
monly take two cups of it a day, and fre-
quently much more, without experiencing
any of thofe mifchievous effects afcribed to
it by the European phyficians.

The day, too tardy in appearing for our
impatience, came at length, and the fun
at his rifing thewed himfelf paler than ufual,
a fign. of a foutherly wind. Accordingly it
i_'ogn began to blow. We fet fail ; and per-
ceived, in paffing, a canal, which taking
its rife below Mt demjis, empties its waters
into Lake Menzalé. The wind frefhened,
and our veffel cat the waves with rapidity.

(4) The Arabs call the coffee in grain Boun, and
what they drink, Caboué, from whence the Europeans
have derived the word Coffee.

We
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We foon reached the village of Boufir (¢),
fituated on the weftern bank of the Nile,
two leagues from Semennoud. This fitu-
ation agrees perfetly with that of the an-
cient city of Bufiris, capital of a diftri@, ‘as
laid down by Herodotus and Strabo. A
fuperb temple, dedicated to the goddefs
Zjis, the fame with Ceresy attracted there a
prodigious concourfe of people. - It wasone
of the moft frequented pilgrimages of Egypt.
Boufir preferves no veftiges of its ancient
fplendor. The precious marbles, with
which the temple was built, have been
carried off from it, no doubt from its fitu-

(¢) Abulfeda reckons four cities of this name in Up-
per, and one in Lower Egypt, which is that I fpeak
of, and is called Boufir bana, to diftinguifh it from the
others.

Herodotus, lib. 2, and Strabo, lib. 17, place Bu/i-
ris above Sebennytus, the modern Semennond, in going
up towards the point of the Delta, This is exactly
the pofition of the village of Boufir.

Strabo, in fpeaking of this town, aflerts, that the
fables told of the cruelties of Bufiris, are totally
without foundation, that there never was a king of
that name in Egypt, and that they.were invented by
malignity, by way of revenge for the inhofpitality of
the E"YP“aHS, who did not like ftrangers.

Yor. 74 ation
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ation on the banks of the river. Perhaps,
too, fome remains of it might be difcovered
under the wretched dwellings built on the
fame fpot.

A ‘league below Boufir, is the entrance
of a canal, which, joining one of the
branches of that of Menouf, paffes near
Meballé, and empties itfelf into lake Bour-
bos (). A little farther, I difcovered a
{mall wood where I had landed in a former
voyage: as its fituation is charming, I re-
folved to dine there. The fail was low-
ered, and we went on fthore. A long al-
ley of thick and lofty willows of Babylon,
extend along the bank of the river. Their
bending branches bathe themfelves in the
water; behind this alley, pomegranate
trees, planted in quincunxes, formed a plea-
fant grove, furrounded by a canal of the
Nile. At the extremity, is a field en-
riched with variegated harvefts, and termi-
nated by cottages, fituated amidft orange-
trees in flower. Seated under the willows,

(f) This lake is known amongft failors by the name
of Brulss, as well as the cape that forms the moft ad-
vanced point of it.

the
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the fect hanging over the river, you have
before you an ifland, which feparates its bed
in two. 'The thick grafs with which it is
cm‘réred, is fo frefh as to invite the eye to
dwell upon it. On the oppofite bank, one
fees the villages of Salanié, of Mit Abulbari,
and of Gerah. - They are only feparated by
tufts of date and orange-trees, and fome
fields planted with vegetables and different
crops ; on the right is Boufir, which is loft
in the horizon; on the left the town of
Semennoud, crowned with lofty minarets.
I never faw a more agreeable fituation
than this. The heavens, the earth, the
waters, the thades, the verdure, the flow-
ers, the fight of hamlets and of towns,
every thing combines to give pleafure to
the eye. We dined in this delicious {pot.
Twice I halted there, and twice have I ex-
perienced the involuntary charm which all
beautiful objecs produce in the mind, that
pure contentment and tranquillity, with
which they penetrate the foul, and which
force it to diffufe on the furrounding ob-
jeéts that profufion of delight, which over-
whelms it. Happy they, who at that

T moment
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moment find a heart wherein they can pour.
the delicious fentiments they feel, and tran{-
port it by the communication !

A lgague and a half to the weftward of
this wood is Meballé el Kebiré, capital of
Garbia, the fecond province of the Delta,
and the refidence of a Bey. As there is
no town more confiderable in the Delta,
it is called Kebsira the Great. It has ma-
nufaéories of linen, and fome fal ammoniac
works. A great deal of bufinefs is done
there. ‘'The rivers which furround it ferve
for the conveyance of its merchandize
throughout Egypt. Its environs are co-
vered with villages, flocks, and the various
produ&ions of an ever fertile foil. Me-
ballé has replaced the cities of Sebennytus
and Bufiris, but has retained nothing of
their magnificence. There is no remark-
able building to be feen there.

Whilt we were quietly repofing on the
bank of the river, the wind fhifted to the
fouth-eaft, and blew with violence. Be-
coming foon a furious hurricane, it raifed
wvaft clouds of hot duft, which darkened
the heavens, and diffufed a gloomy pale-

nefs
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nefs over all mature. This dark veil,
through which the fun’s difk appeared like
blood, lafted two hours, and fubfided.
When fuch whirlwinds furprife the tra-
veller in the midit of the defart, he is
buried under them, unlefs he has time to
fhelter himfelf in a tent; but if the
ftorm lafts long, even that afylum be-
comes his tomb; a hillock of fand rifes
round him, and he is {fmothered. The
wind falling, the {ky refumed its ferenity ;
we went on board our bark, and fell down
to Semennoud.

This is the ancient Sedennytus, capital
of a diftri&. It is of a moderate fize, po-
pulous and commercial. The market-
places, occupied by thopkeepers, afford va-
rious articles in great plenty, and very cheap.
Excepting the mofques, all the buildings
are of brick. 1 could difcover in it no
remains of antiquity.

Half a league to the northward of Se-
mennoud, is the canal of Thebania, which
falls into Lake Bourlos, near the ruins

of the great Busis (g). 'This city was

(g) Herodotus, lib. 2. Euterpe.
Z3 deco-
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decorated with two temples built in ho-
nour of Apollo and Diana. It was ren-
dered famous from the oracle of Iaz0-
ua, which was confulted from all parts
of Egypt. The temple of that divinity
was valt and magnificent. It was fur-
rounded by a portico fifty feet high, fup-
ported by marble columns /5). A mafs
of granite, hollowed out by the ham-
mer, and whofe external furfaces were
fixty fect {quare, formed the fanGtuary. Tt
was completely fhut by a ftone of equal
fize, and fix feet thick. No modern tra-
veller has vifited Butis; the journey would
be attended with great danger; fo that it is
impoflible to know whether the defcription
of Herodotus be accurate. After feeing
the pillar of Alexandria, however, and
other monuments not lefs aftonithing, one

(%) This enormous mafs of granite, which was
240 feét in circumference, was hewn in a quarry
which is ftili to be feen in the Ifle of Philé, near the
catarafts. It was brought on rafts the diftance of
200 leagues to the place where it was depofited. It is

without doubt the heavieft load ever moved by human
power.

s



0O W ZESGRE DA TS 243

isinduced to believe that thishiftorian, who
had been on the fpot, has not impofed
upon pofterity.

A league and a half from Semennoud,
near the canal of Thebania, is a large mound
of earth, covered with ruins. Pocock and
Father Sicard call this place Bha beit,
Houfe of beauty ; the Turks, with whom
I have been, call it Hajar beir, Houfe of
ftone. However that may be, thefe are
the ruins of a large temple, built en-
tirely of marble.  The walls were ten
feet thick towards the foundation, and
were compofed of beautiful granite, {potted
with red, which is found in the quarries
of Sienna, and which receives a perfect
polith, The pillars were four feet diame-
ter. The head of Ifis ferved by way of
capital. One meets with pieces of pre-
cious marble amongft the ruins, the re-
mains of ftatues which decorated this fu-
perb edifice. The greateft part of the ftones
are covered with hieroglyphics, amongft
which one diftinguithes fome ‘men with
painted bonnets, fome young girls, birds,
and different animals. All thefe figures

;A : are
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are of moft delightful fculpture., The
attitudes are excellent, nor is the Egyptian
tafte any where fo pure, nor the fculpture
fo well executed. Thefe beautiful ruins
are abandoned to the barbarifm of the
Turks, who daily carry off blocks of mar-
ble, or faw the pillars to make millftones
of them.

Mr. Pocock and Father Sicard agree in
faying, that this temple is that built by
Bufiris, in honour of the goddefs Ifis; but
its fituation does not agree with what is
mentioned of that town by Herodotus and
Strabo, according to whom, as I have faid, it
was two leagues above Semennoud, wherc the
village of Boufir now ftands. I am rather
inclined to think with Danville, that the
edifice in queftion was in the city of Ifis it-
{elf, which Pliny and Stephen of Byzantium
place towards the botiom of the Delta. This
appears to me the moft probable opinion.
1f Egypt was not in the hands of barba-
rians, if one was allowed to fearch there,
a great many doubts would be cleared up,
which at prefent obfcure the ancient hifs
tory of this country. In fpite of every

poflible
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pofiible information, there are fome points
in which we only can approach the truth,
without prefuming to flatter ourfelves we
have attained it.

We returned from our expedition in the
evening. Mabkamet Affalamé, for whom, to
remain feated with his pipe, was a plea-
fure a thoufand times greater than the
moft wonderful ruins in the univerfe, in=
vited me to.go to a coffee-houfe where he
heard mufic. I accepted his offer the
more readily, as from my fpeaking Arabic,
I could pafs for a Turk. We according-
ly went. Our arms, our military drefs,
which were very neat, made them take us
for Janiflary officers. The townfinen of
Semennoud rofe up and gave us the place
of honour. They were fitting fquat on
eftrades covered with mats. We fat down
on a raifed fopha. The mafter of the
coffee-houfe himfelf prefented us with
moka, and lighted our pipes. Prefent-
ly a dancing girl, who was amufing
the aflembly, began to leap about be-
fore us. She threw herfelf, according
to the cuftom of the country, into the

moft
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moft lafcivious attitudes. The tambour
de bafque, and cymbals regulated her
fteps. The more indecent her geftures
were, and . the more fignificant her move-
ments, the more did they lavith their
applaufes on her, confequently the was not
{paring of them. After the dance was
finifhed, fhe came and fat down by us,
and chaunted moals, in praife of fome Mu-
fulmen, then fang fome very lively airs.
This courtezan was called Bedaoui. She
was fourteen years old, and a perfet
beauty. Her filken garments, which were
extremely light, and {lightly faftened by a
long fath, let us lofe no part of the
beautiful contours of her body: her ebon
locks, perfumed with effences, fell in fe-
veral trefles, to her very heels. A veil,
gracefully lifted up, covered her thoulders.
She had large black eyes, a complexion
lefs brown than the women of the lower
clafs, a delicate mouth, and an agreeable
fmile; but two blue fpots made on her
cheeks with gunpowder, and a ring at one
of her noftrils, disfigured her in my eyes.
Such was the young Bedaoui. She had

come
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come from Cairo, and was feeking her
fortune. Finding that we had paid her ge-
neroufly for dancing and finging, fhe offered
to accompany us in our voyage. We
thanked for her kind intention, and re-
turned to pafs the reft of the night in our
boat, .

: 18th,

We had  taken care to renew our ftock
of provifions at Semennoud, where one
meets with excellent pigeons, good poultry
and freth butter of a moft exquifite fla-
vour. We fet out at {funrife. The wind
being almoft eafterly, allowed us to carry
fail.  After two hours navigation, we per-
ceived the minarets of Manfoura, where
we foon came to anchor. I landed, cu-
rious to examine this town, celebrated by
the courage and the misfortunes of St.
Louis. It is tolerably large, but without
any fortification. The ftreets are narrow,
and the houfes built of brick, as in the reft
of the Delta. One quatter of it is almoft
in ruins, It was in the midft of thefe ruins,
doubtlefs,
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doubtlefs, that the brave Joinville, who
had pcnetratcd thus far, defended himfelf a
long time againft the efforts of the Egyp-
tians. He efcaped from thence covered
with wounds. Peter, Duke of Britany,
Ioft an eye there; but I referve thefe
particulars for the piece of hiftory which
I have promifed you.

Manfoura is a modern town, the origin
of which is given us by Abulfeda in thefe
words (7} ; * King Camel (%), fon of
¢« Eladel, Iaid the foundation of Manfoura,
¢¢ at the place where the Nile feparates
¢ into two branches, one of which flows
¢ towards Damietta, the other towards

(i) ¢¢ Ouael Manfoura benaha el melec el camel
¢¢ ebn el adel, and mafterek el Nil ila doumiat, oua
¢ gchmoun benaha fi ouegg el adou lamma haferou
¢ doumiat.”

This paflage proves that the learned Pocock was
deceived, in taking this city for that of Tanis or
Zoan of the fcriptures.

(#) This prince was the feventh king of the pofte~
rity of the Aioubites. He died at Damafcus, in the
year 635 of the hegira. :

<« Achmoun.
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« Achmoun (7). He built it by way of
¢ rampart againft the enemy, whillt they
“¢ were befieging Damietta (2 ).”

The Chriftians of Syria _eﬁ:a_bfifhed' at
Manfoura (z) carry on almoft all the
trade. The chief articles are the fine rice,
which grows on the borders of the lake,
and {al ammoniac. One fees valt ovens here
for hatching eggs. As Egypt is the only
country where the artificial incubation of
eggs is practifed, I will give you the de-
fcription of it.

Figure to yourfelf a building of two
ftories, the firft of which is under ground,
and the fecond very little elevated. A
narrow corridor, which divides each ftory

(1)._Jcbmamz is a town built by the Arabs, near
lake Menzalé. They fometimes call it Achmoun
Tanis, from its ftanding on the fite of the ancient
city of Tanis, whofe ruins are to be feen in an ifle
of the fame lake. The foundation of this town was
laid in the reign of Elmetouakkel. Elmacin.

(m) It was during the time that the Crufaders
laid fiege to Damietta, one_and thirty years before
the expedition of St. Louis, that King Camel built
Manfoura, Mucrizi.

(#) Manfoura fignifies in Arabic, the Victorious.

into
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into two equal parts, runs the wholé
length of it. To the right and left are
little cells, where the eggs are depofited.
The upper ftory is vaulted with an ox-eye
at ‘the top. There is a fimilar aperture
in the floor by which the heat communi-
cates below. Both have a {mall win-
dow, which is carefully blocked up. The
door of entrance is very low, and ferves
for a communication with the whole
building. The eggs are firft ranged in
heaps in the lower ftory. The fire is then
lighted in the upper ftory, for an hour in
the morning, and an hour in the evening.
Cows dung dried in the fun ferves for fuel.
This operation lafts eight days. When the
building has received the proper degree of
heat, the fire is extinguifhed, all the aper-
tures are fhut, and part of the eggs heaped
up below, are carried into the upper fto-
ry. The man who looks after this ope-
ration, enters from time to time to exa-
mine if it be neceflary to preferve the
fame heat, or to diminifth it. The nine-
teenth day of the incubation, the chickens
begin to ftir in their fhell; the twen-

tieth
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tieth they make ufe of their beak, and
try to get out of prifon. They all ufually
hatch the one-and-twentieth day. Then
it is that one fees thefe heaps of eggs,
hitherto immoveable, in agitation, and
rolling on the floor, and that thoufands of
little flutterers of various colours, are to
be feen hopping about the apartment.
This fight is really amufing. The next
day they are carried about the town in
bafkets, and cried in the ftreets. Each
family purchafes their provifion of them at
a halfpenny a piece. Several authors have
afferted that thefe chickens never be-
come fuch good poultry as thofe hatch-
ed under the hen. This is a miftake.
A French cook I faw at Grand Cairo,
bought them every year, and by feeding .
them well, made excellent pullets of them.
Itis faid here that the inhabitants of the
village of Bermé alone, have the fecret of
this incubation. ~ This is a fa& however I
have not afcertained.

After furveying Manfoura, we went
to fee the canal which bounds it to the

northward, It is wideand deep, and falls
into
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into lake Menzalé, below Achmoun. The
paflage of this river was fatal to the French
army, and its waters were tinged with
their blood, and filled with their dead
bodies. Our curiofity being fatisfied, we
again fet fail in the evening. Near Man-
foura the Nile changes its direction, and
runs north-eaft. = The country on its
banks, prefents every where the fame
abundance, but the villages are lefs fre-
quent. We paffed at dufk before Diaft,
a {mall town a day’s journey diftant from
St. Gemiane, where the Copti go in
pilgrimage. At the time of that feftival,
the plain is covered with tents. 'The
Chriftians and Mahometans promifcuocuily
rejoice together for eight days. There
are horfe-races, and they give themfelves
up to wine and good cheer. The dancing
gitls come thither in great numbers, and
Bacchus and Venus prefide at the enter-
tainment. '
Night had thrown his fhade over the
earth ; but it is not here thick and impe-
netrable. It isa tranfparent veil which on-

ly half conceals the objefts. One fees
through
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through it the azure of a ferene fky, and
an infinite number of ftars which fhine in
the firmament. They have a more brilliant
light, and appear }ar'gﬂer than in temperate
climates. The night in Egypt has a thou-
fand charms we rarelyexperience in Europe.
Thick darknefs never covers her brow,
The blaft of tempefts never difturbs its
tranquillity. Deluges of rain de not ren-
der it the image of chaos. The wind falls
ufually with the fun. Nature remains in
a perfeét calm. It is then that the man
who is fond of contemplation, refigns him= -
{elf without trouble to the ftudy of his ex-
iftence. It is then that the aftronomer
who views the heavens, enjoying the fight
of a firmament without clouds, can follow
the motion of the ftars through the im-
menfity of fpace. '

Whillt we were defcending, and the
ftraggling lights apprized us of the ap-
proach of boats which were coming up the
river, one of them in an eddy gave us a
fevere thock, and was very near fending us
to the bottom. We immediately gained

Vor, 1. Aa the
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the fhore, to examine if we made no wa:
ter, and refolved to pafs the night theré,
This accident happened to us near the
little village of Saoualim. This place has
twice been neatly fatal to me, as I am
going to inform you, for the benefit of
thofe who may be led by curiofity into
Egypt.
Laft year I went down from Cairo with
a French officer, who was going to embark
at Damietta, to return to India by Baflora.
We had only one fervant and three failors
with us. The officer opened during the
voyage a little box filled with fequins, and
counted them. This was enough to en-
dangerour lives. I told him fo, but he paid
no attention to me. - The failors, tempted
by the fight of the gold, formed the pro-
je& of murdering us.  The two firft
nights they had no opportunity of carrying
it into execution, as We WEre upon our
guard. The third, a contrary wind hav-
ing forced  us to lie-to, they faftened the
boat to the {hore, and one of them went to
form the plot at a neighbouring hamlet.
He
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He returned an hour after, and lay down
with the others. The fatigue of long
watching, and the heat, made us fall afleep.
I had flept foundly for about an hour,
when I fuddenly found myfelf as if fhaken
by fomething, and perfetly awakened,
without being able to congeive the caufe of
it. It was clear moon-light, and I imme-
diately perceived a man with one foot al-
ready in the boat, who held a naked, po-
niard.' I flytomy two barrelled gun, and
clapping it to his breaft, I cry out to him in
Arabic, that he is a dead man if he does
not immediately make off.  His two arms
drop, and he remains motionlefs with fur-
prife. At the fame inflant I perceive a few
paces from him, three more robbers armed
with fabres and piftols. I watched their
motions, determined to fire at the firt who
fhould affume a threatening attitude. I
durft not turn my head to alarm my com-
panion, left they fhould take that oppor-
tunity to fire at me. He, however, whom
I prefented my picce at, getting off to a
diftance, I awakened the officer. He arm-

Aaz e
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ed himfelf, and whilft the rogues were hold-
ing a council together, [ loofed the boat,
and we paffed to the other fide of the ri-
ver. During this whole fcene, the boata
men and the fervant pretended to be in a
profound fleep. My cries did not awaken
them, and we were obliged to have tecourfe
to blows to effet it. At Damietta, I dif-
covered that thefe villains had ftolen feveral
things from me ; but the fear of the bafti-
nado obliged them to reftore them. I-could
not help returning thanks to providence for
my efcape from this danger, by awakening

fo opportunely. Two minutes later, and
all was over.

1gth,

The remembrance of what had happen-
ed to me at that time, made us keep watch
the reft of the night. This precaution was
unneceflary, Nobody difturbed us. Our
boat having only received a flight damage
towards the extremity, we fet fail early in
the morning. We paffed before Farefcour,
which is not far from Damietta, and two
hours
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hours after we difcovered that handfome
town, which forms a vaft crefcent on
the eaftern bank of the Nile. A mul-
titude of boats and fmall veffels were at
anchor there. We landed before the cuf-

tom-houfe,

Aa g LET-
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Hiffory of ancient and modern Damietta,
Epoch of their foundation. A geographi-
cal account of the pofition of thofe two cities.
Refutation of travellers, who bhave univer-
JSally confounded or mifplaced them in their
charts and narratives.  Defeription of mo- -
dern Damietta, its extent, commerce, batbhs,
and mbabitants.  Defecription of the beau-
tiful environs of this town, the woods, and
groves of orange-trees; with an account
of the Iotus, denominated by Herodotus
the lilly of the Nile 5 the papyrus, the exift-
ence of which bas been denied by [feveral
modern writers; the excellent rice culti-
wated by the people of Damietta, and which
they export to Syria, the tflands in the
Archipelago, and the city of Marfeilles.

To Mr. L. M.

Grand Cairo.

TH E hiftory of Damietta, Sir, is very
cbfcure. Almoft all the writers have
confounded
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confounded the ancient with the modern
town. Their repeated erorrs have thrown
obfeurity and uncertainty over this import-
ant point of Egyptian geography. To
clear them up, it is neceflary to follow the
fucceflion of time, and to begin with that
celebrated Damietta, {o repeatedly attacked
by the European princes. The knowledge
of the feveral places, and epochas, will clafs
the objects in your mind, and the faéts re-
prefented as they ought to be, will furnith
you with clear and diftin& ideas on the
{ubjett.

¢ Damietta, fays Abulfeda, (o) was a

“ town furrounded by walls, and fituated
(13 at

v

(2) Oua doumiat canet mediné mefaoura ala el babr

and mefaab el Nil el charki.  Defcription of Egypt.
You fee, ‘Sir, that I am always obliged to exprefs
the found of the Arabic words in French charaers,
I fhould have preferred giving the paffages as they are
written in the original, but you know that in France
we have profeflors of Arabic, and no prefs forit. We
are even the only learned people in Europe without
that advantage. Nothing remains of thofe fine cha-
racters caft by order of Cardinal Richelieu, but the
matrices. A foreign fuperintendant would be fufficient,
with the aid of the learned, to teach the ufe of thein; and
Aag we



360 LAE "FPTSEIR =8

e at the mouth of the eaftern branch of /p )
s the Nile.” Let us content ourfelves with
this account of its fituation, and trace out
the origin of this town. Stephen of By-
wantiom informs us that it was called
Thamiatis under the government of thé
Greeks of the lower empire, but that it
was then very inconfiderable. It increafed
in importance every day, in proportion as
Pelufiom, which was frequently plundered,
loft its power. 'The total ruin of that
ancient town occafioned the commerce
of the eaftern parts of the Delta to be
transferred to Damietta. It was, however,
no longer a place of firength, when, towards
the year 238 of the Hegira, the emperors of
Conftantinople took poffeffion of it a fecond
time. = The importance of a harbour fo

we fhould by degrees put curfelves on a footing with
Spain, Italy, Germany, Denmark, Sweden, Holland
and England, who all print Arabic.

(#) The Arabian Geographer calls it the eaflern
branch, becaule Pelufa having been fo often facked, and
even totally deftroyed by the Crufaders, the canals
which conveyed the water there, ceafed to be fre-
quented, and the Damietta branch became the orien-
tal one.

favourably
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favourably fituated, opened the eyes of the
Caliphs. In the year 244 of the hegira,

Elmetouakkel (¢) furrounded it with ftrong
walls. This obftacle did not prevent the
brave Roger, king of Sicily, from taking it
from the Mahometans, in the year 550 of .
the hegira. He did not long enjoy his
conquelt. Salzh Eddin, who about that
period mounted the throne of Egypt, ex~
pelled the Europeans from Damietta. Fif-
teen years after, they returned to befiege it,
but this able Sultan baffled all their efforts.
Notwithftanding their land army was fup-

ported by a fleet of twelve hundred fail (7,

(¢) Egypt faw fome great works completed du=
ring the reign of this emperor, fuch as the walls of
Alexandria, thofe of Damietta, the foundations of
Achmoun, of Rofetta, of Cataiah, &c. They were
executed by order of Ebn Toulon, one of the moft ce-
lebrated Governors of this country. This grandee,
burning with ambition, and the defire of rendering
himfelf independent, was defirous ofhaving fome ftrong-
holds, under fhelter of which he might brave the power
of the caliphs. No fooner did he find himfelf ftrongly
fortified, than he hoifted the ftandard of rebellion, and
being proclaimed King of Egypt, defended it againﬁ
all the forces of Afia. '

() Macriziy hiftory of the dynafties of Egypt.

they
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they were obliged to make a difgraceful

retreat.
It was the fate of this place to be con-

ftantly befieged. In the year 615 of the
hegira, under the reign of Eladel, the cru-
“faders attacked it with a very confiderable
force. They landed on the weftern fhore
of the Nile, and their firft care was to fur-
round their camp with a ditch and pallifa-
do. The mouth of the river was'defended
by two towers, furnifhed with numerous
garrifons. An enormous iron chain, ftretch=-
ing from one fide to the other, hindered
the approach of veflels. The crufaders
carried by florm the tower on the fame
fide with their camp, broke the chain,
and opened the entrance of the river for
their fleet. Nejm Eddin (s), the Sultan’s
fon, who was encamped near Damietta,
covered it with an army. To ftop .the
enemies veflels, he threw a bridge over the

(s) This valiant prince was then very young. He
made his firft campaigns againft the Europeans, gained
feveral victories over the Syrian rebels, and died at
Manfoura fome time after the taking of Damietta by
Saint Lewis.

Nile.
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Nile. The Franks overturned it, and the
prince adopted the meafure of choking up
the mouth of the river, which he almoft
rendered impaflable, by feveral large boats
he funk there. After alternate and various
fuccefles, many bloody battles, and a fiege
of feventeen months, the Chriftian princes
took Damietta by ftorm. They did not
however long enjoy the fruit of fo much
blood {pilt, and of an armament which had
coft immenfe {ums. Completely invefted
near the canal of Achmeun (t), by the
waters of the Nile, and by the Egyptian
army, they purchafed their lives and their
liberty by the facrifice of their conqueft.
One-and-thirty years after this defeat,
Saint Lewis carried Damietta without
firiking a firoke. The brilliant valour of
a king who threw himfelfinto the waves, in
complete armour, to march to the enemy,
entrenched upon the banks, and the vigour
with which he attacked them, ftruck a pa-
nic into their army. They took flight, and

(*) This canal is a quarter of a league to the north-
ward of Manfoura. It is the fame where Saint Lewis

finifhed his exploits,
: fhamefully
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fhamefully abandoned a fortrefs filled with
ftores, and capable of a long refiftance.
The Arabs foon recovered it, as I fhall
have reafon to mention in the hiftory of
the defcent of Saint Lewis; but tired of
keeping a place which continually drew
upon them the moft warlike nations of
Europe, they totally deftroyed it, and re-
built it further up in the country. Abul-
feda and all the oriental authors teftify this
fa&. 1 fhail lay before you the moft im-
portant paffages extracted from them.

«. Damietta being deftroyed, a fmall
¢ town was built at fome diftance, called
<« Menchié, which is become a confiderable
¢¢ place. In our days (one hundred years af-
«¢ ter its foundation) we fee feveral {quares,
« market-places, and public baths. The
¢ ancient city was rafed to the ground in the
“¢ year 648 () of the hegira, The Caliph
¢ Elmetouakkel, of the family of the Abaf-
¢¢ fides, built the walls. The misfortunes
¢ it had occafioned to the Mahometans,

(z) Theother Arabian hiftorians place this epocha
four years farther back.

¢ the
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¢t the wars to which it had given rife, drove
¢ them to that extremity. It feemed: in
« fa&, as if this fortrefs invited in a
«¢ peculiar - manner, the armies of the
¢ Franks, its who alternately laid fiege to
“« walls (v).”

Macriz: confirms Abulfeda, fo as to
leave no doubt. I fhall give the paffage
of that hiftorian, as tranflated by the
learned Mr. Cardonne; for when it is ne-
ceffary to eftablith a fact disfigured by the
erroneous defcriptions of a great many
travellers, the demonftration muft be per-
felt.

“ Two years after the departure of St.
¢ Lewis, under the reign of Moaz, Eddin
«« Aibeh, the Turcoman, the firft {ultan
¢ of the dynafty of the Mamaluke Baha-

(v) ¢ Tom khorabet, oua bena men bel carb ba-
¢ lidé telmi e/menchié. Qua hié médiné zat afouak,
¢ oua hamamat., Qua khorabet doumiat fi (€né taman
¢ oua arbain oua fette maiat, oua canet afouarha men
¢ amarat Elmetouakkel €l khalif el ,abafli. Can fabab
¢¢ tekhorabha mema caflaat elmeflemoun alaiha, men
¢ echchedde marat bad akhi, be cafd el frang aiaha be
““ gemouahom marat bad akhi.” Abulfeda, defcription
of Beypt.

¢ Tites,
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¢ rites, it being reported that the French
¢« threatened Egypt a fecond time, a refo-
¢ Jution was taken to deftroy Damietta.
« This place was rafed to the ground,
« fo that there remained no veftige of it,
« except the great mofque (x). The ruin
« of Damietta did not free the Egyptians

(.\-) A large mofque is flill to be feen at the village
of Efbé, on the eaftern bank of the Nile, a fhort league
from the fea. I have made ten journeys to this place,
the environs of which I have attentively examined.
I remarked there the foundation of the walls of the
ancient Damietta, the arch of a brick vault, of an-
tique conftruction, which probably fupported the end
of the bridge thrown over the river before this town ;
an old tower, half demolifhed, on which are placed
two gﬁnr without carriages, and other ruins, which
leave me no room to doubt of its {ituation. As to the
diftance of a league which there is at prefent from
Efbé to the fea, it is the diftance gained by the Delta
in the term of 6co years. This increafe has obliged
the Mamlouks to erect two fmall forts beyond the vil-
lage, to defend the entrance of the river. That which
is on the left bank is already at half a league’s diftance
in the land. The other, more madern, will foon un-
dergo the fame fate; for the bank on which itis built
projeéls three leagues into the {ea, and as it is almoft
on a level with the water, it will form a promontory
in lefs than a century,

“ from
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¢ from apprehenfion, and eleven years after,
¢ under the reign of Bibar; Elbondouk Dari,
«¢ the mouth of the Nile was choked up,
¢ (y)to prevent the enemy’s fleets from get-
¢ ting up the river. From that epocha
“ its entrance is prohibited to all veffels,
¢ which are now obliged to anchor in the
¢ rpad.

¢ The town of Damietta, at this day
¢ fubfifting, was built after the deftruion
« of the ancient one. It is fituated a lit-
¢ tle above on the fame fide.”—And in
fa@, Sir, it is only a league and a half
diftant from the village of F:/be’, where the
traces of the former are difcoverable. The
modern Damietta, fir(t called AMenchid, as
Abulfeda tells us, has preferved the memo-
ry of its origin in a fquare ftill called by
that name., Writers in general have con-
founded thefe two towns, afcribing to the

(y) Thefe two fillings up of the river have raifed a
terrible bar, which is called Bogaz, which is as dan-
gerous as that of Rofetta, and is become impaflable,
even for boats, for feveral months of the year. Ship-
wrecks are frequent there. I have pafled it four times,
but not without running great rifks.

onc
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one the attributes of ‘the other. ‘The
notes (z) at the bottom of the page will
thew

(z) Father Sicard fays ; Lake Menzalé commences ap
kalf a league from Damietta, formerly called Thamiatis,
Lettres edifiantes, p. 340. The Damietta he fpeaks
of is not Thamiatis ; it was the ancient one,

Pocock, after fpeaking of the modern Damietta,
adds : One fees at the northern extremity of this town a
large round tower, of rough flones, and wvery well built,
which was done doubtlefs by the Mamalukes, after they
bad retaken Damietta from the Chriftians. Defcription
of the Eaft, vol. firft. The learned Englithman con~
founds the town deftroyed by the Egyptians with
that {fubfifting in our days.

Profper Alpinus falls into a much greater error, by
miftaking Damietta for the ancient Pelufium. De-
Jeription d’Egypte, p. 38. Damietta is 22 leagues
from the ruins of Pelufium.

Mr. Maillet has committed the fame fault. T2
town of Damictta anfwers to that of the ancient Pelufium,
which advanced half a league. Defcription d’Egypte,
p. 127.

Do&or Shaw has copied the paflage of Mr. Mail-
let, and adopted the fame error. Gesgraphical obfer-
vations on Syria and Egypt.

Mr. Nieburh alfo, who has given an excellent plan
of Damietta, confounds it with that which was rafed
in the twelfth century, as may be feen by the follow-
ing paflage: [ have not difcovered the finalleff traces of

n the
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thew you what) great authorities had ob-
fcured this point of hiftory and geography.

It is time, Sir, to make you acquainted
with the modern Damictta, where I paffed
fourteen months.  This place, larger, and
not lefs agreeable than Rofetta, is rounded
in a femicircle on the eaftern bank of the
Nile, two leagues and a half from the
mouth of it. The eye, placed atone of the
extremities of the crefcent, takes in its
whole extent. It is reckoned to contain
80,000 fouls. ' It has feveral fquares, the
moift confiderable of which has retained
the name of Menchié. The bazars are

the walls of Damiat; but the place where it is Jaid the
Nile was blocked by a chain, [eems to be fIill difcoverable ;

- for on the northern bank within the town, there is an old
and lofty tower. The river in this place is fearcely more
than one hundyed feet wide; (in this he is very much
miftaken) and oppofite to ity on the weflern bank, is ano-
ther tower fimilar to ity of which every thing on the land
Jfide is already demolifbed.  Journey into Arabia, vol. i.
Thefe towers, which have made them take the modern
for the ancient Damietta, were built by the Mama-
lukes for the defence of the new town. As they were
ufelefs, they have demolifhed one, and employed its
materials in the conftrution of a fmall fort which is
at the mouth of the river.

Vor. L Bb filled



370 LE"THTEE SRS

filled with merchants. Okals, or khans,
as {pacious as thofe of Boulak, colle@ing
under their porticos the ftuffs of India, the
filks of mount Lebanon, fal-ammoniae,
and pyramids of rice, proclaim that'it isa
‘commercial town. The houfes, thofe in
particular which are on the banks of the
river, are very lofty. ‘They have in gene-
ral handfome faloons built on the top of
their terraces, which are cheerful belvi-
deres, open to every wind, where the Turk,
effeminately reclining on a fopha, pafles his
life in {moking, in looking on the fea,
which bounds the horizon on one fide, on
the great lake that extends itfclf on the
.other, and on the Nile, which, running be-
tween them, traverfes a rich country. Se-
veral large mofques, adorned with lofty
minarets, are difperfed over the town. The
public baths, lined with marble, are diftri-
buted in the fame manner as thofe of Grand
Cairo. The linen you -are ferved with is
clean, and the water very pure. The heat
and the treatment in them, {o far from in-
juring the health, ferve to ftrengthen, nay,
even to improve it, if ufed with modera-

tion,
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tion. 'This cuftom, founded on experience,
is general in Egypt. The obfervations of
feveral years, the aftonithing effeds arifing
from the ufe of them, compel me to look
upon them as very falutary. :

The port of Damietta is continually fil-
led ‘with a multitude of boats and fmall
veflels.  Thofe called Scherm ferve to con-
vey ‘the merchandize on board the fhips
in the road, and to unload them; the
others carry on the coafting trade. This
town carrics on a great trade with Syria,
with Cyprus, and Marfeilles. The rice
called Mezelaoui, of the fineft quality there
is in Egypt, is cultivated in the neighbour-
ing plains. The exports of it amount an=-
nually to about fix millions of livres. The
other articles of the produce of the coun-
try, are linens, fal-ammoniac, corn, &c.
A ruinous policy for the country, prohibits
the exportation of this laft article; but the
law is evaded, and it pafles under the name
of rice.

The Chriftians of Aleppo and Damafcus,
fettled in this town, have for feveral ages
carried on‘its, principal commerce..~ Turk-

Bb 2 ifth
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ith indolence, content: with extorting from
them from time to time, f{uffers them to
become rich. The exportation of rice to
foreign countries is prohibited, but by
means of fome douceurs to the cuftom-
houfe -officers, the people _of' Provence
load annually feveral fhips with it.  The
Bogaz preventing them from entering the
Nile, their cargoes are conveyed on board
by the boats of the country. This incon-
venience is the fource of endlefs vexation
and abufes. The boat, which is loaded in
the evening with rice of the firft quality,
is frequently not that which arrives at the
fhip; an inferior quality is fubftituted
for it during the night. ‘The Marfeilles
captains, aware of thefe rogueries, with-
out being able to prevent them, endeavour
to play off trick againft trick, fo that this
commerce has become a general {cene of
- knavery. But the badnefs of the port is
ftill more detrimental to Damietta. The
road where the veflels lie being expofed to
every wind, the flighteft gale obliges the
captains to cut their cables, and take fhel-
ter at Cyprus, or to ftand off to fea. It

would
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would be eafy, by cutting a canal only of
half a league, to open a paflage for fhips
into the Nile, where there is deep water.
This work, which might be executed at
very little expence, would render Damietta
a noble harbour; but defpoti{fm, infenfible
to the intereft of the people, is always fur-
rounded by deftrution in its progrefs, and
wants both the will and the power to cre-
ate. By what fatality is it, that the moft
beautiful country on the globe is deftined
for a prey to a handful of robbers, for
whom public utility is nothing, and who
fport with the lives of their fellow creatures?

The tongue of land on which Damietta
is fituated, ftraightened on one fide by the
river, and on the other by the weftern ex-
tremity of lake Menzalé, is only from two
to fix miles wide, from eaft to weft. It
is interfe¢ted by innumerable rivulets in
every direction, which render it the moft
fertile fpot in Egypt. The foil there pro-
duces, communibus annis, 8o bufhels of rice
for one. The other produceis in the fame
proportion. It is there that nature, lavith-

ing profufely her pomp and riches, prefents
Bbg flowers,
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flowers, fruits, and harvefts at every feafon
of the year. Winter never deprives it of
thefe advantages; its beauties are never
impaired by fummer. Deftru@ive heats,
as well as chilling colds, are equally un-
known in that happy fpot. The thermo-
meter varies only from nine to_twenty-four
degrees above the freezing point. (z) Da-
mietta is indebted for this charming tem-
perature to the immenfe quantity of wa-
ter with which it is furrounded. At
Grand Cairo the thermometer rifes twelve
degrees higher.

The verdure is no where fo freth; the
trees are no where covered with fuch quan- .
tities of fruit. The rivulets around the
ficlds of rice are lined with feveral kinds
of reeds, fome of which rife to a great
height., ‘The reed calamus is there found
in abundance, which is made ufe of for
writing by the orientals. Its flender ftalk
bears long mnarrow leaves, which hang

(a) 1 have purfued thefe obfervations for a whole
year, but only in the day time. In the night the cold
does not much increafe, for froft, ice, and fnow are
not known at Damietta.

grace-
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gracefully, and fpreading branches covered
with white flowers. I have there feen
forefts of papyrus, of which the ancient
Egyptians made their paper. This trian-
gular cane, nine feet high, and as thick as
your thumb, is topped by a woolly tuft.
Strabo, who calls it Biblus (b), gives an
accurate defcription of it. It is there alfo
that the Lofus, of which the Arabs have
preferved. the primitive name of Nuphar,
exalts its lofty ftalk above the waters.
Its large calix blows either of an azure

(4) ¢ The papyrus grows fpontaneoufly in Lower
¢ Egypt. I have feen it on the banks of lake Ma-
¢ reotis. Itisa cane whofe bare ftalk rifes about 10
¢ feet high. It bears at the top a woolly tuft. The
<< publicans, who farm that branch of commerce, only
¢ fuffer it to grow in very few places, to enhance
< its value, and thereby injure the public intereft.”

Strabo, lib. 17.

It is the avidity of thefe publicans, it is their care
in deftroying it, that occafions the fcarcity of papyrus.
in Egypt. I only met with it in the neighbourhood
of Damietta, and of lake Aenzalé. Travellers in gene-
ral, who have not vifited this interefting part of
Egypt, have not made mention of it. Others lefs
circumfpeé, have denied its exiftence, and have cir-
culated fables on the fubject.

Bb 4 ‘ blue,
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blue, or of a brilliant white, and it ap~
pears with the mgjeﬁy of the king of the
aquatic plants. The 'marfhes and the ca-
nals in the interior parts of the country,
are flled with this {uperb flower, which
diffufes a moft agreeable odour, '
There are a great hany villages around
Damietta, in moft of which are manufac=
tures where the moft beautifal linéns of
the country are fabricated.  The fineft nap-
kins in particular are made there, fringed
ewith fille. You ate ferved at table with
them, but eflpecially on ceremonial vifits,
when the flave prefents you with one to
wipe your mouth with, after you have
drank your fherbet (¢/, or ate the fweet-
meats, which are carried round on a filver

(c) Sherlet comes from the Arabic word chorké,
which fignifies drink. It is the nectar of the orien-
tals. It is compofed of lemon-juice, fugar, and wa-
ter, in which are diffolved perfumed cake's, made of
excellent Damafcus fruit, in which is ufually infufed
fome drops of rofe-water. It is a moft agreeable li-
quor. Sherbet is only ferved up amongft the great,
or men in office, On feveral vifits I have paid to
the governors of Damietta, it was offered me, and I
drank it with pleafure, '

lilate,
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plate to all the compiny. - Thefe fmall
towns, generally furrounded with little
woods; or trces promifcuoufly planted,
form a whimfical and piGurefque aflem-
blage. By the fide of the fycamore and
the melancholy tamarind, one fees the ele-
gant caflia-tree, with its clufters of yellow
flowers, like thofe of the cytifus. The
top of the date-tree, loaded with enormous
bunches, rifes above the grove. The caffia,
with its {weet-fcented flower, grows under
its fthade. The orange and lemon-treg
cover the labourer’s cabin with their golden
fruit. The banana-tree, with its long leaves,
the pomegranate, with its fcarlet flower, and
the fig-tree, with its fugary fruit, throw a
vaft variety into thefe landfcapes. In walk-
ing through thefe winding paths, thaded
on one fide by thefe different trees, and
lined on the other by a curtain of reeds,
impenetrable to the eye, I frequently found
myfelf on a fudden on the banks of the
great lake Men2alé. = Here the profpe&
was very different ; thoufands of boats
employed in fithing, or in fpreading nets
for the innumerable flocks of birds which
refort
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refort there to feek abundant food, and a
temperate climate.

I am defirous, Sir, of painting nature to
you, fuch as I have feen it a thoufand
times in the environs of Damietta; but I
feel how much the painter is inferior to
his model. Figure to yourfelf all the ad-
vantages arifing from running ftreams, all
the frefhnels of the moft perfe@ verdure,
all the perfumes of the orange-flower, the
tranfcendent voluptuoufnéfs of a foft, {weet,
gad balfamic air, the delightful fpectacle
of the moft beautiful fky, and you will
have an imperfe& idea of this tongue of
land between the great lake and the courfe
of the Nile. :

At a mile from this town, to the fouth-
weft, is a grove of orange-trees, which
ferves as a walk for the inhabitants. The
walks in it are formed in a ftraight line,
It is the only one where art has added any
graces to nature, for every where clfe the
trees are planted without any order. I
ufed to go thither almoft every day, parti-
cularly in the months of February, March,
and April,’ when the orange-trees are in

flower.
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flower. I cannot exprefs to you the charms

one experiences in refpiring the cool air,

and the perfumes under this cheerful fhade.

Thefe trees, which have never been muti-
lated by the fciffars, rife above 30 feet

high; their intermingled branches, their

thick foliage intercepted all the rays of the

fun. They were flowered from the loweft

bough up to the very top. Each orange-tree

formed a diftiné&t bouquet, where the leaves

were with difficulty diftinguifhed through

the tufts of flowers. The whole togethws
compofed the moft delightful canopy under
which a mortal can repofe. A little rivulet
ran along each row, and a bafon was opened
twice a day, to water them. When one
walked there at noon, one was intoxicated

with pleafure. It was there, above all,

that I experienced what a delicious enjoy-

ment the fenfe of fmelling is capable of
procuring. It was there that I difcovered,

that in warm climates, odours, fo far from

injuring, are not only falutary, but become

neceflary to the health.

At the end of this walk is a canal filled

with papyrus, At the left, 'on entering, is
' the
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the gardener’s hut, and a clump of .lemon
and palm-trees, planted (0 near each other,
that it is -difficult to enter it. = This’ {pot,
‘ericlofed by ditches and palifades, is the
afylum of myftery. . The moft beautiful
Turkifh women fometimes repair thither to
enjoy, as they fay, the balfamic air, below
the fhade of thefe trees. :

I fhall finith this letter, Sir, thh a fa&
which will prove to you, that the events
‘which happened in ‘the time of Jacob, are
renewed in our days, in Egypt. Whole
ctouds' of locufts covered the plains of
Syria ‘the Jaft year. They laid wafte the
country, and deftroyed the corn even to
the very root.” Famine was, as ufual, the
confequence of this fcourge. A country-
man in. the neighbourhood. of Damafcus
felt the effects of the general defolation.
To fupply the urgent neceffities of his fa=
mily, he was daily obliged to fell a part of
his cattle. This refource was very foon
exhaufted ; the unhappy father, borne
down by the prefent calamity, forefaw ftill
greater to- come. Prefled by hunger, he
went to the town to fell his implements of

labour.
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labour. The invifible hand of Providence
guided his footfleps, as the angel formerly
conduéted the young Tobias. Whilft he
was cheapening fome corn newly: arrived
from Damietta, he heard tell of “the {uc~
cefles of Mourat Bey (d), who, after van=
quifhing his “enemies, had entered Grand
Cairo in triumph.  They painted the fize,
the charalter, the origin of this warrior.
They related the manner.in which:he had
arifen from the ftate of flavery to his pre-
fent greatne(s. The aftonithed country-
man immediately knew him to be one of
his fons, carried off from him at eleven
years old. A ray of hope revived in his
breaft, He loft no time in conveying to

(d) Mourat Bey and Ibrakim Bey have been’ for the
laft feven years the two moft powerful princes of
Egypt. Ambition, which is their ruling paffion, has
difunited them. They have been at war with each
other, The equality of their forces again made
them friends. At prefent, Mourat Bey, prevailing
over his colleague, has obliged him to fly into Upper
Egypt. The former reigns at Grand Cairo at this
day. I fhall give their charaers, and the principal
tranfadtions refpecting them which have happened
under my eyes, in the {equel of thefe letters. - e

115
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his family the provifions he had purchafed,
-recounts what he had learnt, and deter-
mines to fet out for Egypt. His wife and
children bathed him with their tears, offer-
ing up their vows for his fafe return. He
went to the port of Alexandretta, where he
embarked, and landed at Damictta.—A fon
who had quitted the religion of his fore-
fathers to embrace Mahometifin, and who
faw himfelf encircled with all the fplendor
of the moft brilliant fortune, is'it likely
that he will acknowledge him ? This idea
hung heavy on his heart. On the other
hand, the defire of refcuing his family from
the horrors of famine, the hopes of recover-
ing a child, whofe lofs he had long bewail-
ed, fupported his courage, and animated
him to continue his journey. He enters
the capital, and repairs to the palace of
Mourat Bey. He prefents himfelf to the
prince’s attendants, and defires permiffion
to {peak to him. He urges, he ardently
folicits an audience: his drefs, and his
whole appearance, which befpoke poverty
and misfortune, were not calculated to
obtain him what he fought for; but his

great
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great age, that age fo refpected in the Eaft,
pleaded in his favour. - One of his officers
informed Mourat Bey, that a wretched old
man defired to fpeak to him. < Let him
¢¢ enter,” fays he. The peafant advances
with trembling fteps on the rich carpet
which covered the hall of the divan, and
approaches the Bey, who was repofing on
a fopha embroidered with filk and gold.
The various feelings which oppreflfed his
mind, deprived him of utterance. Recol-
le@ing at length the child that had been
ftolen from him, and'the voice of nature
getting the better of his-fears, he throws
himfelf at his feet, and'embracing his knees;
he cries out:  ““ You aremy child.”' The
Bey raifes him up, endeavours to recollet
him, and on a further explanation finding
him to be his father, he feats him by his
fide, and loads him with careffes. After
the tendereft effufions of the heart, the old
man painted to him the deplorable fituation
in which he had left his mother and his
brethren. The prince propofed to him o
fend for them to Egypt, and to make them

partake of his riches and his power, pro-
vided
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vided they would embrace Mahometi{m.,
The generous Chriftiall had foreféen this
propofal, and fearing l_cft young people
might have been ‘dazzled with it, had not
fuffered one of his children to accompany
him. He ftedfaftly rejecied therefore this
offer of his fon, and had even the courage
to remonftrate with him on his change of
religion. Mourat Bey, feeing that his fa-
ther remained inflexible, and  that the dif-
trefs his family was in demanded imme-
diate f{uccour, ordered him a large fum of
money, and fent him back into Syria with
a fmall veflcl laden with corn.. The happy

® gountryman returned as foon as pofiible to
the plains of Damafcus. - His arrival ba-
nithed mifery and tears from his rural
dwelling, and reftored joy, comfort, and
happinefs.

You fee, Sir, that this fa& bears fome
refemblance to the hiftory of Jofeph, which
would poflibly have been even more firiking,
had one come at the knowledge of all the
particulars.

I have the honour to be, &e.

LET-
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LE'I“I‘ER XXI’V

An mgmry concerning ancient Pelufium s un=
- kngaon to-modern travellers; its ﬁ‘t'uae‘zm,
“and the epacfrgf tts. decline. . ~An account
‘of Parama; a placeat a- little diffance,
and 'where the Hrabins place. a: monu+
shent,: which [eems ita ‘be that of  Pompey
the GFeat. s Deforiptisn of: the great lake
"of  Tandsy inawr called. Menzalé's” with the
o iflands cand towns:which mwere anciently
"burlt at this place. Obfervations on the
Sifbing of this lake; ito smouths 1w the Medis
térrancan, and theaniiumerablebivds which® *
affersble there, cfpecizlly in the-avinter:
03 A i TO.M!‘- L. M.

: S KIrand. Dhare:
ELUSTU M as T'have already faid,
Sir, was placed’ at the eaﬁern ‘extremity
ﬂf lake Menzall.  Its name, which fignifies
mud (¢), proves'its fituation to be in the
(e) nﬂ‘?u.;;f‘av ﬁg:nifies mud ; the Arabs have carried

that appellation into their language, calling it thineh,
mud.

Vou. [, Cc : midfk
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midft of marfhes. According to Strabo/£), *
it was only two miles from the fea, The
period of its foundation, as well as that of
the other ancient cities of Egypt, is loft in
the obfcurity of time. It flourithed long
before Herodotus. As it commanded the
entrance of the country on the fide of Afia,
the Pharaohs rendered it a confiderable for-
trefs: one of them raifed a rampart of thir-
ty leagues in length from the walls of this
town te Heliopolis ; but we find from the
hiftory of nations that the long wall of
China, thofe which the weaknefs of the
Greek emperors led them to build round
Conftantinople, and many others, built at
an immenfe expence, were but feeble bar-
riers againft a warlike people; thefe ex-
amples have taught us that a ftate, to be
in fecurity againft a foreign yoke, muft
form warriors within itfelf, ghd that men
muft be oppofed to men.

This rampart which covered Pelufium
did not flop Cambyfes, who attacked it
with a formidable army. The feeble cha-

{f) Strabo, lib. 17,

rater
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racter of the fon of Amafis, unable to pre-.
vent the defertion of two hundred thoufand
Egyptians, who went to found a colony
beyond the cataralts, had not force fuffi-
cient to oppofe that torrent which broke
in upon his country. Cambyfes, after a
bloody battle, wherein he cut his enemies
to pieces, entered Pelufium in triumph.
That memorable day, which faw the de-
fertion of one part of the Egyptian militia,
and the ruin of the other, is the true epoch
of the fubjugation of that rich country.
Since that period, it has paffed under the
yoke of the Perfians, the Macedonians,
the Romans, the Greeks, the Arabs, and
the Turks. A continued flavery of more
than two thoufand years feems to fecure
them an eternal bondage.

Herodotus, who vifited Pelufium fome
years after the conqueft of Cambyfes, re-
lates an anecdote, which I cannot omit :
“ I furveyed (g/),” fays he, ¢ the plain
*“ where the two armies had fought; it
¢ was covered with human bones, collect-

(¢) Herodotus, Thalia, lib. 3.
Ccz2 ed
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& ed jn:heaps. - - Thofs (of thePerfigns
¢¢ were,on.one, ﬁdc,-'lhof.é of the Egyp-
£ 1aps OR ~the ather,, she, F‘J}hﬂhlﬂiﬂﬁ af
é. the countyy having.taken care to fqpa;q;p
« ‘thcm aften the bqtth. They wade me

s take 1 notlcc of a fa&,, which .would, have
b apPenrcd very aﬁqqxfbmg to, mc,,wuho'ut
¢ their ;explangtion. of iit.., The ﬂ{l}llS(Q'F
e the Perfians; 3 lllc.],l were ﬂlght alﬂd fra~
¢ gile, broke on bmqg lightly {truck with
¢ a flone ;, thofe of the Egyptians, hicker
« and nlop-;:comppfi’g,, refifted theblows of
i ﬂmt . "This difference of folidity. they
2 a;tnbu}f:drto the cuftom the Perfianshave
% of covering, thq.:.hgnds ifrom. their ir-
x fancy with rthe,tiar, and to_ theEgyp-
¢ tian cuftom of leaving the hisads of their
« children bare and fhaved; expofed to tHe
‘¢ heat of the ﬁ}n Th].s cxplanqhan
L 'peared fa.tlsfadtory £ ME.T 1y 1ails 2asdy
The Tame cuftoms, till, .ﬁnbﬁ.ft in Egy\pt
m our dgys,, I have, :een in all my,trayels
;hc clnldren Qf Lhc common people,whes
ther, rupning abogt;the plains, o colledted
round the villages, or {wimming in the
river, always wigléikireir heads bare ‘and
L fhaved.
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fhayedall Wihchone refiedist'sh the Kafd-!
nf v e i1 e aeqm&r from’ béinig?
cumslhuauywes:porean €0 the" aion of ‘4.
btk (o, %we! Tl "hot BE fdrprifed”
af th@vemirle of Herodotys 912 o1 1

I"':.'luﬁm‘nj aﬁet‘”b’*{ﬁng’ unde:r tﬁe d?i-x

ander”*"'I'He’ Hthé"Amuny, gcncra:l of’
cavalry ‘dhder Gabiiitis t60k- it “from his’
fuccelore) drd" R‘cﬂﬁé teRored %o~ Pto-
lemyo Adletes. P@n‘: ey T‘whdfe ‘credit’
had efbiblithed tlhis’ youn‘g prmce o t‘he
thréné” of Eﬂ'@pr-"‘if&r!the fatdl Battle' of
Phdiifalia;, ook’ rcﬁrge‘ daf Pel‘uﬁum'~ he!
lafdéd 4t the éntranee ‘of the’ hathodr, and’
onl q;&ittiﬁg “his* %ﬂfe Cornfl:a' and* his’
fonyl e’ r’epea'rcd the two fo]low:‘ng verfes’
dPSdphb{:Iss At The free man”who feeks'
“ lan a‘fylu‘x‘n Lt & sure of a klhg, will’
! théet) with ﬂaveﬂy‘and chams' 0. He
there fouid 'death.© “Searcely’ had’ he’
landed én’ 1he fhote,"when Theodore, the
rbctoncran, of the 'Ifle’of Clno, SeptmnuS'
the eourtier, ‘dnd Ac’hlﬂas the eunuch, who'
commanded his ttoops, wifhing’ for'a bic-
tim to'prefent  to his congaeror,  ftabbed’

' Ccy him
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him with their fwords. At the fight of
the affaflins, Pompey covered his face with
his mantle, and died like a Roman,. They
cut off his head, and embalmed it, to offer
it to Cafar, and left his body naked on
the fhore. It was thus that this great
man, whofe warlike talents had procured
the liberty of the feas for the Romans,
and added whole kingdoms to their ex-
tcnded empire, was bafely flain in fetting
foot on the territory of a king who owed
to him his crown. Philip, his freed man,
colleting together, under favour of the
night, the wreck of a boat, and firipping
off his own cloak, to cover the fad remains
of his mafter, burnt them  according to
the cuftom, An old foldier who had
ferved under Pompey’s colours, came to
mingle his tears with thofe of Philip,
and to affift him in performing the Juft

offices to the manes of his general.
Pelufium was often taken and pillaged
during the wars of the Romans, the
Greeks, and the Arabs. But in fpite of
fo many difafters, fhe preferved to the
time of the Crufades, her riches and her
commerce.
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commerce. The Chriftian princes having
taken it by ftorm, facked it. It never
again rofe from its ruins, and the in-
habitants went to Damictta, as I have
mentioned in the preceding letter.

Farama, founded by the Arabs, a little
to the eaftward of Pelufium, took place of
it. This town did not long fubfift, for
it was deftroyed in the thirteenth century.
Abulfeda /4), who quotes Eon Haukal$
fays, that the tomb of Galen was to be
feen there. This is a miftake; that cele-
brated phyfician was buried at Pergamos,
his native country (7). The maufoleum
the Arabian hiftorian fpeaks of, muft be
that of Pompey, which Pliny places at

(%) Defcription of Egypt.

(i) Galen, after ftudying medicine at the fchool of
Alexandria, went to Rome at the age of 34. His
knowledge and his talents foon made him be diftin-
guifhed there. Marcus Aurelius, a correét judge of
- merit, made choice of him for his phyfician, and he
held the fame poft under two of his fucceflors. Tired
with living at court, Galen retired to Pergamos, his
country, where he pafled the remainder of his life in
philofophic n:'tirc.nent, and died at the age of 63

C-cy fome
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fbmc dlﬁ:mce from MOL‘mt Cafus ﬂé}
Abulfeda adds, 8n the. eredit’ of By Said,
that_ the ifthmts of Suez is only's twen:y.
ihrec leagucs broad" at' this pface, and that
_erou intended cut't"nrr it, to make'a ccSrr{
mumc'mon betv&cnn fhe two feq’s Omar,
who  had no* ‘marifie, “and: who ivad
afrald of' gwmg the Grecmn velfels ah en-
france mto fhe Hedtt Of hIS dor"mmons,
pxevm‘tf’d the cxecﬁ‘t'oﬁ of‘thrs’bf'gje&
It is p1obao]c, “that he" Who ﬁad conquered
'F'gypt, and who ‘had’ fﬂade a canal fro‘fn
the Nile' fo the Réd 'Sea, fwould' alio have_
Acompfeted thlS noblé\eﬂtéﬁpnze y:

E 1 (&u{ing ‘the’ szﬁac Branch, and ti‘a‘t--P
gé'lliﬁ'g’" t%wards the “Weft,- “aldng L eRe
coaft, one falls in with the Tmm‘zc mouth
of the river. It derives: this name from
Tanis. 'This confiderable town, buﬂt in -an
ifland of the lake, ‘and the capital ofa tribe,
ﬁiﬂ flourifhed under _tﬁe_'_ reign of Auguf-

(k ) Pliny the Natuml ﬂ, yi 5. ch. 12. 'The ruins
of Fargma are in the nelghbourhood of Mount Cafius.
It appears that the tomb defcribed by Ebn Hau.(-a! is
that of Pompey

1) tus.
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tus’ ((/ )io vAbulfeda informs s, othat -t
dit ot exift-in his time, and that the
il was-uncultivated and.defart. (m ).

- sDuring ty refidencé at Damietta, feve«
gal fithermen aflured ‘mée they had feen in
one of the iflinds of » Menzalé, -marbles;
eolumns, and the fuids of large buildings.
I had formed the projeé.of going to vifit
them ; but -the.:confidemble. expences the
voyage would have: coft' me, to purchafe
the governor’s permifiion;,: ta procure ‘one
ofthis officers, and fome janiffaries td ac-
company me, obliged ime ito lay afide .the
thoughts of it. I anxionfly with that fome
curious ‘perfon, either richer than: myfelf;
or feconded” by! government, : may- .futﬁi?’
this great lake, found the depth of its out=
lets, defcribe the precious morfels of anti=
quity it may contain,: and in thort, do.what
not one of our modern travellers 'has vén=
tured to undertake, and which my mode
rate fortune alone prevented me from car~
Iying:into execution. : After the  Tanitic
comes, the Mendzfian mouth, which takes

(1) Strabo, lib. 17.

‘m) Abulfeda, Defcription of Egypt. i:tS
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its name from the ancient city of Men-
des (n), famous for its temple, and the
indecency of the worfhip paid there to the
ram. Herodotus gives the following ac-
count of its origin (o): * Hercules prayed
« Jupiter with ardour to thew himflf to
¢ him. The God, deaf to his prayer, re-
¢ fufed him that favour. Overcome at
¢ length by his intreaties, he confented,
¢ on condition that it fhould be in the
¢ fhape of a ram. He covered him-
¢ {elf with the fkin of that animal, and
“ appeared to the hero. To preferve the
“ memory of this event, the Egyptians
¢ reprefent Jupiter with a ram’s head. ...
“ When the facred animal dies, the Men-
“¢ defian province folemnizes his death by
¢« a general mourning.”

Decency prevents me from giving the
reft of this paffage. They who are cu-
rious to be better informed of the point of
madnefs to which fanaticifm will tranfport
an ignorant and {uperftitious populace,
may confult the original.

(n) This Egyptian word fignifies Ram. Herodotus.
(¢) Herodotus, lib. 2. Euterpe,
The
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The traveller, who ‘may be defirous of
finding the ruins of Mendes, if he confults
Herodotas and Strabo, - muft look for it at
fome diftance from the canal of Acbmoun,
on the fide of Menzal¥.

Before one arrives at the Platnitic
branch, -1 have marked a new one on the
map, which no geographer has taken noe
tice of. I obferved it in a voyage I made
in that quarter, during the {welling of the
Nile. It is about 5o feet wide. The
current in it was very rapid, but I do not
know whether it is very deep, or is filled
the whole year. Itis a natural outlet which
the waters of the lake have made for them-
felves into the fea. It would be eafy to
turn a part of the river into this canal, and
to open a paflage for veflels into its bed.
The Phatnitic, at prefent the Damiettic
branch, is a league furtheron. The Delta
commences here. Cape Bourlos, near which
is the Sebennytic mouth, forms the moft
advanced point of it. The branch of Ro-
fetta, formerly that of Bolbitine, termi=
natgs it, It extended formerly as far ZS

: the



ik EETTE RISO

the »Canypic - branch,odwhich ithrotve {felf
into the feal ndac-tbudbodkirg it oy pniling
2+ ‘Thefe,:| Sif, 1 aner thedfevén imowhs bf thd
Nilesdorcelebriatesh by tha poets s i Phes
were all formerly navigableldo sTho@ of
Rofettai and of 1damisttashaveoalone! pre-
fotved, that wadvantagéu o Sente ! of! therf
might-iideed beodpenedsbut intheprefent
enfeebled flater af nE gyptyher gbver'ﬁn}ed'i
fgems, more difpdfed: to thut ihev"pbrtt: o
ﬁqargezs, itham tolopgn newdones. it .21/
It how: rémains fori me-to/give Yolf: fdine
patticulars; Siry: of; 1the | great Takley along
whiofe ;borders . yow hawvel been tm\renmo
Strabo (¢, and.the' Arabian ‘autdwdrs/ eall
it, Tanis, o1 account of the towiy tiof that
name,; At prefentit is\called Ménwa/d, « Tes
water is. frefh during the inundation;ivand
becomes falt as the river rétarns-ints its
bed:; . The fame circomftance:! wie: red
mprkx;d . the nme of thc Cahp’hs 'T’hfb

( p] Et f’cptem gemml turbant trepida . o{ha Nal'g
Virgil.
Pcrque papynﬁﬂ feptcmﬂua "ﬂumfna‘ Nif.
- 4 ~Owid,
(g) Snabo, hb. x].

geographer
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geographer | of: Nubia:fpeakh of ibiias fol=
lows s/ & FhelNile:ipverflowing »ifs
¢ banksaf T thed fumaner sdolftice, . the cd-
*¢, pals-Which  difcharge: ‘themfelves into
s¢. Liakee Tanrsy énder.itsswaters frefth.: The
¢, fea jin ity 4urn flows'into it  and makes
s them (ilgo1In: this Inkeare iflands with
¢ builfingsdin them:dikeltowns, | fuch as
« Nabii, Touna, Samuga, and Haflen-Ele
*.Ma. »-They ate doly to be approached
s, +hodts 21 Ity woold be importantito
vifit sthefe liflands, which’.no ‘modern tra-
veller \ bys ~fken, vand dvhere manuferipts
and! prec:ous.monumcrrts .may poﬂ.bly be
foynd. 1 ! sorriy s

iAbout 1200 bmts; leach of ;-which pays
forty divrs annually 607 the 'Pacha’s rentefj
ard continaally 'employed in-fithing ‘on the
lake ! Amoangft: the! various forts o£ ﬁ{h

claturn bns ~@ansbaoe T

(r) Oua fneiurc Tmzu aza med el N;l ﬁ el fuf
az; ab m'\ouln Oua pza gezag fi elchetﬂ 1]:1 aouan, el
Bahr rhaleb;’ fc maleh maouha. Oux fiha meden
mc:] elgcﬂlrtlthufdbchlre, oua h:c Nabli, oua Tou-
nir) it Samnad, “oud Haffan "¢l ma; oua tarik ila
ouahada'ménka ¢lfa ‘bﬂfdféﬂ Geographer Q’,Nd“ﬁ

fection 3 +3d

ebin: | {3 it
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it furnifhes, there are fome moft excellent,
fuch as the gueiage, the gemal, the fourd,
the fole, and the gold-fith. The quailty
of the water gives them a white flefh, and
a fine delicate flavour. ‘They are fold freth
at Damietta, and the neighbouring towns.
They are carried there in fuch qu;mtitics.
that a large fole, or gold-fith cofts only
four fols, (or two pence).

The bourri, or mullet, procures of all
others the moft profit to the fithermen.
They gut the females, and take out the
fpawn, with which they make (s) Bou-
targue, or Botargo, falt them, and fend
them throughout Egypt.  Lake . Men-
zalé having feveral communications with
the Nile and the Mediterranean, and be-
ing full of reeds, iflands, herbs, and in-
fe@s, both river and fea-fith flock thi-
ther in abundance, and multiply with-
out end. Two thoufand perfons are
annually employed in the fithery, and

(s) Boutargue is made of the roes of the :hullet,
falted, and dried in the fun. It isa difh well known
to the French feamen of Provence.

thoufands
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thoufands ‘of birds conftantly feed upon
them without producing any fenfible di-
minution. ~ Nature has given Egypt fo
favourable a fituation, that the earth and
the waters are both inconceivably pro-
du&ive. This charming country has for
this reafon been at all times the nurfing
mother of all the neighbouring nations.

The waters of Lake Menzalé are covered
with wild geefe, ducks, teals, plungers, and
ibifes. I have killed feveral ibifes in the
marfhes near Rofetta; they have long feet,
a flender body, alternately black and white,
and a long neck. They live on fifh, frogs,
and reptiles., This lake feeds alfo a num-
ber of cormorants, grey and white herons,
golden-fnipes, rice-hens, cranes, cheva-
liers, &c.

The birds which principally attra& at-
tention, are the f{wan with filver plu-
mage, failing gracefully on the furface of
the waters, the flaman, with his rofe and
black coloured wings, and the fuperb
pelican.  This lattér - furpafles ail the
reft by the majefty of his carriage, his
lofty fhape, and the whitenefs of his pla-

mage,



46 T LYETPEERS

mage, in which he may difpute’the palm

-even with 'the “fwan. = When’ he goes
about, amidft " that crowd of birds .¢gl-
lected on the  lake, he waifes-his head,
crowned with a plume of feathers, - fur
above ' them all, and feems to be!thdir
king." Nature has fuinifhed’ him withia
beak - extremely - ftrong, “ with: which he
carries off large fithy'"The Arabs have the
fkill to tame him, and break: hiny i to
fith for them. ~The only pélican of the
fame kind with thofe in Egypt, I ever
faw in France, is at'the king’s menaocnc
at Verfailles. Although a long captivity,
and a fmall bafon, where he has fcarcely
room to move himfelf, have robbed him -
of a great deal of his beauty, one ftill fees,
from his majef’cic fhape, and the white-
nefs of his plumage, that he is'a fuperb
bird.

T have pointed out to you, Sir, the prin-
cipal fpeciés of the birds found on Lake
Menzalé but it is impofiible for mle to
defcribe to you, the variety -of their co-
lours, the diverfity of their cries;” and the
_iﬂotfigious multitude there- is of ‘them, ag

far
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far as the fight extends, the waters are
covered with them. At every inftant one
fees innumerable flocks of them, defcribing
vaft circuits in the air, then gradually de-
fcending, and lighting on the water;
others flying from the approach of the
fithermen, rife by thoufands, to go in
fearch of that folitude they are fond of.
Some are fwimming in flocks, attended by
their numerous families; others are on
the wing, bearing in their beaks the prey
they have been catching.

This continual motion, this immenfe
liquid plain, furrowed by the lighteft
breeze ; the iflands, whofe fummits, gilded
by the fun, thew themfelves at a diftance ;
the boats failing from one to the other;
the banks fhaded with trees, lined with
villages, and clad in an eternal verdure ;
all thefe objeéts prefent a charming f{pec-
tacle, which I have enjoyed a hundred
times, and always with the greateft plea-
fure,

I have the honour to be, &c.

Vor. I. bd LET-
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Expedition of Saint Leéwis n Egypt, extraél-
ed from Foinville and the Arabian writers,
with bis route delineated in a chart. 4
narrative of bis defcent near the Gifé of
Damietta, bis victory over the troops of the
Sultan of Egypt ; the taking of Damietta ;
the march of bis army almg the great
branch of the Nile, to the canal of Man-
Joure 5 the attempts which they made to
pafs it 5 the dangerous paffage of this canal.
The vitlory and the defeat which follow-
ed. The death of Count d Artois. The
capture of St. Louis and bis whole army ;
the maffacre of Touran Check, Jovereign
of Egypts the ranfom of the French mo-
narch, and his departure for S. fean
d Aere, with the charaéler of that prince,
as delineated by the Infidels.

To Mr. L. M.

Damietta.

I NOW fend you, Sir, Saint Lewis’s ex-
pedition into Egypt, extratted from
Joinville,
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Joinville; and the Arabian authors, and ve-
rified by myfelf upon the: {pot.

Saint Lewis had wintered in the ifle of
Cyprus with the greateft part, of his troops.
The remainder of the army was to join. -
him at the general rendezvous before Da-
mietta,  The day after Whitfunday, he
fet fail from the point of Limago, accom=
panied by eighteen hundred vefiels great
and fmall. The Mediterranean had not
beheld a more formidable fquadron from
the days of the Perfians.  The fea was
covered with veflels to a vaft' extent.
During the voyage, the Prince of the Mo-
rea and the Duke of Burgundy joined the
royal fleet, which, after a paflage of four
days, anchored in the road of Damietta.

Nejm Eddin, of the family of the Aiou-
bites, at that time governed Syriaand Egypt.
Frequent wars carried on for many years
againit the Crufaders, the Charafmians, and
the inhabitants of Damafcus, had taught
him the art of war.  Several viGories gain=
ed over their different enemies, ftrengthen=
ed at once his power, and eftablithed his
authority over his foldiers. As politic as

Dd 2 he
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he was brave, he knew how to wield the
{word, without flackening the reins of
govcrhment.‘ Whilft he was  occupied
with the plan of a campaign, he could dic-
tate his orders to his minifters, for the in-
ternal management of his kingdom, and’
anfwered himfelf all the memorials that
were prefented to him.  Such, according
to Abulfeda, was the king St. Lewis had
to contend with. On the arrival of the
French in the ifle of Cyprus, he had
quitted Syria, and not doubting that the
ftorm which threatened the Mahometans,
would fall on Damietta, he had added new
fortifications to that important place. Af-
ter providing it with a numerous garrifon,
with provifions, and  warlike machines,
proper to fupport a long fiege,” he was
conveyed to Achmoun Tanis, to obferve
the motions of the enemy. Notwith-
ftanding he was dangeroufly ill, he neg-
le&ted nothing which might contribute to
baffle their defigns. He fent Facr Eddin
with a confiderable body of cavalry to op-
. pofe the landing of the French. This

generak
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_general was pofted near the Giza 2/ of
Damietta, between the- weftern bank of
the Nile and the fea, fo as to have it
eafily in his power to prevent the difem-
‘barkation. o
From the fleet, the anptmn army was
feen drawn out in good order, at two hun-
dred-paces from the beach. Their unfolded
colours were flying in the wind ; their glit-
tering armour refle¢ted the rays of the fun.
A confufed noife of drums and trumpets
was. heard. This warlike train had a
commanding appearance, and ftruck terror
into. the troops on board the fleet. The
king called together his barons, to confult
them on the meafure to be purfued ; they
advifed him to wait. for the remainder of
his troops before he attempted a defcent,
in face of an enemy well intrenched,  St.

i

(t) Gizé, asl ];avc already faid, means angle, ex-
tremity. It was' the moft diftant fubub of Damietta,
fituated on the other fide of the Nile. An elevation
of ftones and ruins flill point out its fite, It is oppofite
to the little village of Effé. ‘The bridge before Da-.
mietta began ‘ar that place. I have carefully obferved
thefe placesin fever al journeys I have made, and Ih"""‘
marked them on the map.

Dd g3 Lewis
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Lewis rejeCted this pufillanimous counfel,
‘reprefenting to them that the road (1) of
'Damietta being expofeff to every wind,
thould a ftorm arife, - the fleet would cer~
tainly be difperfed, or driven.upon the
coaft. He ordered every thingitotbe pre-
pared, therefore, for the defcent” the next
!moming, and commanded ' them ' to -at-
tack the Egyptlans, if thcy did not refuﬂ:
battle. "

On Friday, the! 4.th of June, w.q.q; thc
French army, getting ‘into theirlboats,
made towards the fhore.© The rinftant
they landed the 'enemy’s cavalry poured
down upon them ;' but ‘the {oldiers fixed
their bucklers in the fand, ‘and prefenting
their fpears, formed an impenectrable wall
of points.  This' intrepid ‘ countenance
checked the impetuofity of the Mahome-
tans. They contented themfelves with
parading round th§: batallions, and throw-

(%) The French fleet could not enter the Nile, the
entrance of which was choked up by the Egyptians.
The road of Damietta being very dangerous, St. Lewis
adopted the moft prudent, as well as the boldeft mea-
fure,

ing
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ing: -their javelins.at them. As foon as
the ; king: behéld the royal: ftandard of
Friance flying on the fhore, he leaped out
of his:boat into the fea, and marched againft
the enemy fword in hand, and up to his
armpits in the water. The French, encou-
raged by his:prefence, fell on ‘the Egyp-
tidns, and fought a bloody battle, in which
they had all the honour. Two Emirs re-
mained on the field of battle. This lofs,
and fo bold a defcent, frightened Facr
Eddin. - He pafled at night the bridge of
Damietta, and:made a precipitate retreat.
At fight of this, a panic feized the garrifon.
They fhamefully abandoned the rampart of
Egypt, and all .the inhabitants efcaped un=
der cover of the darknefs.. ‘The French
entered it the next morning without re-
fitance. In this manner was a city taken
in one day, which one-and-thirty years be-
fore had fuftained a fiege of fixteen months.

On Sunday the French calours were
difplayed on the towers of Damietta. Great
ftores of ammunition was found there,
and a vaft quantity of arms. The victors

having returned thanks to heaven for this
Dd 4 fortunate
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fortunate conqueft, deliberated - whether
they thould not immediately purfue their
march to Grand Cairo. And this certain-
ly was the wifeft meafure. The waters
of the Nile, then very low, would have pre-
fented fewer obftacles; but Saint Lewis
withed to delay his departure till the arrival
of the Count of Poitiers, his brother, who
was leading the arriere ban of France. It
was decided therefore to wait for him at
Damietta.

"The capture of this important port fpread
a general confternation through Grand Cai-
r0; the inhabitants thought they already
faw the enemy at their gates. The Sul-
tan’s illnefs ftill added to their fears. The
alarm was fo great, that the moit timid
fled towards Upper Egypt, whilit others,
more brave, animated by the love of their
country, came to increafe the army of
Nejm Eddin.  'This unforefeen reverfe of
fortune did not difhearten a prince accuf=
tomed to the events of war. He ftruck
off the heads of fifty of his principal offi-
cers, who had fo bafely abandoned their
pofts.  He did not venture to infli&t the
a3, punifhment
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pum{hment of ‘death on Facr Eddin, for
fear of exciting a rebellion among(t his
troops, by whom he was much ef’ceemcd

He contented himfelf with rcpnmandmg
him, and fending him to Manfoura; he
endeavoured to put it in 2 ftate of 'defence.
His whole army worked for this “purpofe.
- Having pitched his camp b_étwcen the ca-
nal of Achmoun and that town, he refolved
to wait for the enemy in that"advantageoué
poft, and to ftop them at the paflage of the
river; he even fent fome fquadrons of‘hght
cavalry to harafs the French camp,

A valuable moment was loft in waiting
for the Count of Poitiers. The Egypt:ans
availed themfelves of it to fortify them-~
felves, and to collect all their forces. They
had already recovered from their terror, and
had frequent fkirmifhes in the neighbour-
hood of the French camp. The Arabs
ufed to enter it in the night, make pri-
foners, and kill thofe whom they could
not carry off. It was thus they cut off
the head of the Seignior of Courcenay, af-
ter killing the centinel who was placed at

the entrance of his tent. The king made
them
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them encircle the camp Wl'ﬂhdct?p dlf.chﬁ?
and placcd archcra on foot -around it, whq

mounted guard durlng the mght. Sati0ns
The favourable feafon fqr ma:chmg m;g
Uchr Egypt. was ﬂlpplng away,; and  the
nmc approaqhmg when the Nile, i’welhng
cyery day, hlls the canals whu:h interfet
thc plam, and renders ;he prqgre{sofan army
yeqr difficylt in thc face ofthe enemy, who
can 1mpcdf it a; every, ﬁcp,, ‘To, acces
]craxc the arrlva}l Qf thc Count of Poitiers,
tlmes, ordercd proceﬁions for thrcc: fucs
cefive S’ltuxdays, from Damxetta to the
ft'a Wthi’l were cxecuted w;th _great pomp.
The' kmg and his_ nobles affifted at them,
At }cngth the prmce fortunate]y arrived,
and “diffufed j jny Wlth him throughout the
camp As foon as he was, landed, Saint
Lew;s affembled his barons, to concert
meafures. Thcy were dw;ded in opinion.
The nobles in gcneral and count Peter of
Bntany, werc for 1mmed1ately marchmg
to lay ﬁegc to Alexandria, one, of the keys
oF Egypt Thcy reprefented that that
town had an cxccllent harbour, where the
» fleet
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fleet'might ride (in, fafety all the winter,
and that.the army employed in.the con-
queft of the country, would by that means
be well {upplied with provifions, and every
seceflaty fuccour ; they added, that fhips
heither- being able to enter the Nile, nor
remain: ;in the road, the French ran: the
aifk of perithing with hunger, if unfortu-
nately, they thould experience a change. of
fortune! - Thefe reafons were very cogent,
but the Comte d’Artois was of a different
opinion, He faid,” that when you wifh to
kill the-ferpent, you mufk crufh his head, and
edvifed the marching ftraight to the capital
of Egypt. . Saint Lewis. rejected the coun-
fel of his barons, to purfue that of his bro-
ther._ He did not refle& on the difficul-
ties he fhould have to meet with; and the
departure was refolved on.

Nejm Eddin died on the 22d of November.
He was carried off in, the flower of his age
by an abfcefs in his lungs. The' Sultana
Chegeret Eddour, whofe underftanding rai- -
fed her above her fex, was not difpirited
by this misfortune, and applied herfelf to

the means of faving the ftate. ~ Having
fent
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{ent for Facr Eddin, generalifiimo of the
troops, and the eanuch Dgemal Eddin, who
was pofiefled of great authority, fhe en-
treated them to aid her in fupporting the
weight of the crown, and in keeping  the
‘déath of the Sultdn fecret until the arrival
of his fon Touran Chab, who was in the
Diarbekir.” - Couricrs!'were difpatched to
him. ' “The ' Sultan’s” fervice ' was: carried
on "as"if he had’ been ' living, ‘and: orders
were'given 'in his name throughout Egypt.
This ‘policy ‘prevented. the troops from
lofing courage, and, by concealing the death
of Ngm Eddin from the enemy, hindered
thein from  profiting by a cnrcum&ancc fo
favourablé to their ‘defigns.

= The French army %) quitted the plains

(t) The hiftorian Macrizi, who almoft always agrees
with Joinville, fixes, as he does, the departure of the
French to the month of December, but he attributes
it to the news of the Sultan’s death. Now it is cer-
tain that the French were not apprized of it until they
were encamped near Manfoura, and that the arrival of
the Cour‘tfof Poitiers was the real caufe of that bold
and dan._,t.mus march in the time of the inundation,
Thus it is that hiftorians in reporting real fals, fre-
quently miftake the motives that produced them,

“of
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of Damiefta at the. hegmmng -of Advent,
and encamped the ;7th-of “Décember at
Farefcour, where it kept its ftation, to (hyt
up a canal, which, leaving the river, throws
itfelf into Lake Menzal/. This was eafi-
ly effeéted, by forming a dyke at its en-
trance. Facr Eddin fent 5oo horfemen
well mounted, to difpute- the paflage of
the river with the French. They pofted
themfelves on the oppofite bank. Not-
withftanding the firm countenance they
thewed, the Knights Templars pafled the
firft, and the king having forbid them to
march againit the enemy, they only thought
of forming their ranks.  This prudent con-
du& infpired the Arabs with courage,
taking it for the cffect of fear. They made
a furious attack on the Templars, and over-
threw one of thefe brave warriors, at the
feet of Brother Renaut de Bichiers, their
marfhal. The fight of this inflamed his
indignation, infomuch, that, no longer
able to moderate his courage, he cried
out: < By God, let us fall upon them.
“Ican bear it no longer”” - The whole
Corps move in an inftant, and ruth on the

Egyptians,
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Egyptians, who were unable to fuftain the
thock. Their ranks were broken.  Part
of the cavalry remained on the field of
battle, and the reft threw themfélves into
the river, where they perithed. Unfortu-
nately, this very fuccefs encouraged difo-
bedience, and was the caufe of all the fub-
{fequent difgraces of the French.

The army encamped the fame day at
Scherimfab, a village not far off, without
being troubled by the enemy. It conti-
nued to make very fhort days journeys, as
it was perpetually obliged to fill up arms
of the river, or large rivulets. It encamp-
ed at length at Baramoun, and it was not
until the rgth of December that it appear-
ed before Manfoura. ‘The canal of Ach-
moun was between the town and the
French army. It was neceflary to pafs it
to attack the enemy, who was intrenched
on the oppofite fide (), and to become
mafters of that important place.

A fleet

(7) In the map anncxed to the beautiful edition of
Joinville, printed at the Louvre, by order of the king,

the canal of Achmoun is placed beyond Manfoura.
‘This
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“A fleet of large boats accompamed he
army, and ‘abundantly ﬁfpp‘hed it. T]{é,-é
were contmual engagements by land and
swater.  The arm of Achmoan is as large
as the Saone, but much deeper. Its banks
in general are very fteep. It was impofi
fible for the army to {wim over it in pre-
fence of -all' the forces of Egypt. It was
tefolved to build a dyke there.  Baliftas
and other machines for throwing ftones
were prepared ; and to cover the workmen
two wooden towers were built with co-
vered galleries, at the head of the caufe-
way. But inftead of beginning at the
mouth of the canal, as at Fareftour, it was
undertaken half a league lower. This
want of fkill rendered its execution impof«
fible; for in proportion as they advanced,
the Egyptians on their fide opened deep
trenches,  which fuddenly conveying the
waters of the river againft the dyke, over-
threw it, and deftroyed, in one moment,

This unlucky pofition, as contrary to the truth as it
15 to the underftanding of the hiftory, might induce a
belief that the French came from Upper Egypt to
befiege that town, otherwife they would not have met
with the canal in their paflage.

the
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the work of many wecks. . This ill fuccefy
did not diminifh the patience of the engi-
neers, and they perfevered in executing
the plan they had propofed. Whilft they
were labouring with zeal, Facr Eddin landed
privately fome troops at Scherimfab, They
made an unforefeen attack on the camp,
and occafioned fome confufion. Joinville,
who with the Templars, guarded it on
the fide of Damietta, armed himfelf im-
- mediately, marched againft the enemy, and
repulfed them. This event induced Saint
Lewis to draw a ditch from the canal of
Achmoun to the Nile, and this precaution
fecured the camp from any future fur-
prifes. _
The labour at the dyke was continued
to no purpofe. The enemy, emboldened,
came a fecond time to attack the French
in their camp.  The count of Anjou had
a rough fkirmith with them, wherein they
were again repulfed with lofs. They then
fell upon the fide defended by the count of
Poitiers ; but the vigorous refiftance they
met with obliged them to retire. Thefe
crofles did not difcourage them. Bodies

of
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of Arabian cavalry were perpctua]l} in mo-
tion round the camp, and carried off every
perfon who ventured to firay out of i,
The impracticable dyke could not be com.
pleted. 'The Egyptians fhowered floneg
upon the workmen ; their wildfire had il
better fuccefs. They frequently poured it
forth, and fet fire to the towers and galle=
ries, in fpite of every effort to prevent it.
Joinville, who was one night on guard at
the head of the dyke, gives us a terrible
defcription of this wildfire. ¢ This fire,”
fays he, ‘¢ that they launched at us, was
¢ as large as a barrel, and had a long
¢ flaming tail. It made a noife like thun-
‘ der in paffing through the air, and ap-
¢« peared like a flying dragon. The light
“ it diffufed was fo ggeat, that one could
“ fee throughout the whole camp, as if
¢ it was broad day.” This dreadful fire-
work confumed every fubftance it fell on,
without its being poffible to extinguith it.

The burning of the towers and galleries
however, did not make them abandon an
ill-conceived project. All the wood that
could be found in the boats was taken, and

¥orol, Ee employed
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employed in forming new works. ‘They met
with the fate of the former; nor could all the
valour of the French fave them from this
wildfire. - This laft failure f{pread defpair
throughout the camp, and deprived ‘them
of all hope of pafiing the canal of Achmoun.
Whilft they were deliberating whether they
fhould return to Damietta, the Conitable
Hymbert-de Beaujeu. came to:inform,the
king that a Bedouin 2/ had promifed . to
difcover a ford to him, on condition of re-
ceiving 500 befants of . gold. - Theé prince
confented, and 'the ford :being pointed out,
it was determined , that ‘the duke-of Bur-
gundy fhould remain. to.guard: the -camp;
whilft . 5f, Lewis and his. thrcc b.rathcrs
thould engage the Egyptmns._ $ 8T
On the 8th of February, 12 50, thc
whole French' cavalry, conducted by-the
Bedouin; - colleted at'the ford, which was
two leagues from  the Nil__e, . at -break. of
day. They defgende& to-the place. . The
(z) Bedotiin comes from the word Bedaoui, which
fignifies Inhabitant of the Defart. It is-the-name af-
fu.mcd by the wandering, Arabs, : ;":

2 .k ! water
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water was deep (@), and the horfes fwaiy
towards the middle of the canal ‘Having.
got ground, they eafily’ reached sehis “oppo~
fite ifhore.  Several cavaliers, amongft
whom ‘was John of Orleans, were drowned
in this dangerous paffage. ~About three
hundred Arabs who came to defend it were
foon difperfed. = St. Lewis had given orders
that the Templars fhould march at the
head of his army, and that the Comte d’Ar-
tois fhould/fupport them with the corps
he commanded ; but on feeing the enemy
fly, he could not moderate his ardour, and
rufhed upon them. The grand-mafter of
the Templars fent to beg him to ftay, fay~
ing, that it was he who was' to march
the firft. ~ He conjured the prince not to:
dithonour him by depriving him of a poft
entrufted to his valour. The Comte
d’Artois liftened to this' wife remonftrance,

(a). Joinville and Macrizi agree in faying that the
Nile was then at the higheft, which is extraordinary ;
for in that feafon its waters are véry low. The Ara-
bian hiftary, *tis true, furnithes us with fome fuch in-
flances.. The inundation is fometimes retarded one
month or two. b Tt

Ee 2 withou
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without venturing to reply.  Ubfortunately
Fourcaut du Merle, a brave efquire, who
was holding the bridle of his horfe, was
deaf ; and not hearing what had been faid
to the Pnnce, continued to advance, cry=
ing with all. his ftrength;; Now for them.
New for them.

The FTemplars finding their reprefenta-
tions fruitlefs, thought it incumbent on
their honour to refume their ranks. They
put fpurs to their horfes, and go up to
the enemy full gallop. The Egyptians,
terrified at this unforefeen attack, took

. flight in every quarter; and abandoned
o their camp. Thefe brave but imprudent
cavaliers, overthrowing every’ thing that
refifted them, arrive at Manfoura, force
one of the gates, and penetrate into the
town. ~ Facr Eddin, who was at that in-
ftant in the bath, had fcarce time to put on
his clothes. He leaped on horfeback with-
out faddle or bridle, and colleting fome
of his flaves, tried to ftem the torrent, He
and his companion§ fell covered with
wounds, The attack was fo brifk, and
the rout of the enemy fo rapid, that the

#s Comte
&
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Comte d’Artois Was in Manfoara with the
Templars, before part of the army had
pafied the ford. - Had all the troops been
united at that moment ; could the viQors
have received a timeély fuccou, the defeat of
the enemy had been complete. Manfoura,
and ‘perhaps all Egypt would have fallen,
But there was a diftance of two leagues be~
tween the van-guard and the reft of the
Frencharmy. Bibars elbondouk dari, chief
of the Babharite flaves (&), perceived this

error,

(¢) Nejm Eddin, of whom I have fpoken, befieged.
Napoulous, a town in Syria. His troops forfook‘;;_
him. The Baharite flaves alone fuftained the
fhock of the enemy, and gave the Prince time
to fave himfelf.  This ferviee .called for, and
obtained them his confidence. Called foon after
to the throne of Egypt, in the room of his brother
Melec eladel Seif Eddin, he lavithed his favours on
them, and raifed them to the firft dignities in the
" ftate.  This prince quitted the caftle of Salah Eddin,
the ufual refidence of the Sultans, to inhabit that
which he built in the ifland of Raouda, oppofite to
Old Cairo. He committed the guard of it to his
favourite flaves; and as the Arabs call all great
rivers, babar, or Jfea, they took the name of Baharites,
Or maritime. Having aflaflinated Towran Chah, the »
laft of the family of the Aioyhjtes, they reigned

Eeg over
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error, and availed” himfelf of it like a fkil=
ful general. Rallying the fugitives, and col-
le¢ting round - him thel elite, or flower of
the Egyptianiicavalry, -he: threw: himfelf
between. the town  and the body of-theé
French army,: 4nd eut-off itheir communi=-
cation. - Whilft ‘he; wasi ciimbating - thieir
divided forces, and ftopping the progrefs
of Saint Lewis, the Count of Poitiers, -and
the Count ‘of Anjou, the. Egyptians, ani-
mated by his example, took™ courage, 'and
attacked the cavaliers, who very impru-
dently engaged them in the narrow ftrects
®of Manfoura. The inhabitants feconded
them w1th great fuccefs, by thowering: ftones:
.on, them from the goofs of the houfes. Thus
affailed on all fides; ‘the French gave way 3’
two thirds of the Templars, and riéaf three’

over Egypt and Syria for 136 years, and had 27
kings. “The Baharites were of Turkifh oﬁgm
N« Jm Eddin purchafed them of the. Syrian mer-
¢hants. They were dethroned in their turn by the
Moamalukes, or Circaffian flaves, in the year 784 of
the hegira. Thefe formed a new dy:naﬁy,' which
kept pofleflion of Egypt until the conqueft of Selim,
Emperor of the Ottomans, which happened in the
'year 923 of the hegira. :

. hundred
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hundred | cavaliers: Toft ' their lives, Phe
Comte .d!Axtois, after] performing prodie:
gies of .walour, f¢éll;) covéred ‘with: wouynds,
in-the midft of i.a; héap: of deady and ! of
almofiall ‘the : officers.: who accompanieg
him, -an.-unhappy - victim ‘to :the-difobe&
dience.of -the,orders of ‘his fovereigna o L

Joinville and feverdliibraye rcavaliers had
taken refuge in aruined houfe, from. whence
they _cobrageoufly defended - themfelves
againft an hoft: of enemies. In fpite of
their ibravery, however, they had so pro-
{pe of efcaping death. The gteatelt part

of ,them were dangeroufly wounded. = In*¥

this! iminent danger; Erart ‘derSeverey,
whohad received a ftroke of ‘a fibre on
his face, and whowas lofing all his blood,
faid to them; ¢ Chevaliers, if you will
¢« affure me that myfelf and my defcendants
¢¢ {hall. be free from-dny blemith, I will
“ go and demand: the affiftance’ of the
“‘Cointe of Anjou, whom I fee there in
““the plain.” They all concurred in beftow-
ingeulogiums on his refolution. He mounts
his horfe, pafies through the enemy’s fqua-
drons, reaches the prince, who no fooner
Ecg § heard
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heard his report, than he turned his hotfe,
and flew to relieve ]omvﬂle and his troop.
They owed their lives to this Seignior, full
of honour, who, on the point of dying, was
afraid of carrying into the tomb with him
the fhame of abandoning his companions,
although he only quitted them for the pur-
pofe of obtaining affiftance.

The main body of the army commanded
by St. Lewis advanced into the plain, and
fuftained the fhock of all the Turkifh and
Arabian cavalry. The prince, mounted on
a beautiful horfe, appeared like a hero in
the midft of his {quadrons. His head was
- covered with a gilded helmet. He bore
in his hand a German f{word. All his
arms were fplendid. The firmnefs he dif-
played in the midft of carnage animated
his warriors. 'The French and the Egyp-
tians were fo clofely engaged, that they
could only make ufe of the club, the battle-
axe, and the fabre. Whilft he was check-
ing the elite of the enemy’s cavalry, John
de Valery advifed him to fall back to the
right, towards the river, that he might
receive fuccour from the duke of Burgun-

dy,
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dy, and avoid being furrounded. - Hjs
generals, whom he confulted, approved of
this advice. Orders were immediately
given to the officer who bore the royal
ftandard, to turn towards the canal. ‘Thig
movement expofed the advanced troops,
Scarcely had he fallen back a few paces be-
fore the Count of Poitiers, and the Duke
of Flanders fent to inform the king that
they were loft if he did not return, ‘and:
give them time to rejoin him. He halt-
ed. At this very inftant Hymbere de
Beaujeu came to acquaint him that the
Comte d’Artois, {urrounded by enemies,
was ftill defending himfelf in a houfe at
Manfoura, but that his death was ine-
vitable without immediate fuccour. ¢ Go,”
fays the king to him, “ I will follow you.”
In an inftant the Conftable, Joinville, and
fome cavaliers detach themfelves, and fly
towards the town. They had fcarcely got a
quarter of a league, before a large body of
the enemy, throwing themfelves between
them and- Saint Lewis, prevented them
from paffing any further. Joinville feeing
that it was impofiible either. to join the
corps
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corps in battle; or to'pénétrate to- Mana
foura, where the Turks were mafters, pro-
pofed o the Conftable to take pofleffion of
a-bridge over 2 ddrge- rivulet, to  prevent
théTenemy from attacking the. French in
the rear - Hymbert! de Beaujeu accepted
the offer;; and fix cavaliersimade. it 4 point
ofl duty-to hinder the.enemy from paffing
it.l: Wihilft, they, guarded -the -end. of the
bridge, the different corps of itlie. Chriftian
army feparated, and,: furrounded:-by the
Mahometans, were roughly : prefled to-~
wards the canal. . A:great number of cava-
liers, thinking all was loft, threw them-
felves -into. it 3 but.-their horfes, fatigued,
could not réach the' oppofite fide.  In an
inftant the waters were covered with arms
and drowned ' cavaliers, ' St. Lewis was
in d,z'mger of his:life.” His troops had
abandoned him.:Six Tutks, laying hold
of his bridle, were leading him off a pri-
fonet. = This - perilous. fituation. did not
affe&t his eourage ; ‘on the contrary, . col-
le@ing his ftrength, and making a fkilful
ufe of his excellent arms, he himfelf laid
low thefe fix enemies. - This heroic

' action
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action ﬂ:oppcd the .fpgﬁiVéS.r They were
athamed :of: abandomug_ aking who- de=
fended = himfelf [with {o::much . bravery.
His knights returned in crowds aroupg
him; and as if this prodigy had given them
freth valour,, they r¢néwed. the combag
with fury, ;and repulfed the conquerors.:" .7

During thefe tranfactions, ! Joiaville ‘and
the Conftable kept-theirpoft; and prefently
Count 'Petér of Britany arrived from Man~
foura, his face covered:with blood, | with,
a fquadron,’ the | greateft: part vof which;
both /éfficers.1and  foldiers, - 'were: dange-
roufly wounded. » The Turks were in clofe
puriuit;iof them./ ~Hymbert de:Beajeu
and Hhis little troopyflew-to meet them,
and: refcued 'their  friends:s :Joinville: in~
vited the count of Soiffons,  his coufin;:to’
fémain (with him to: guard the bridge,’
and prevent the Mahometans from attacks'
ing ;the French rear.” This.brave knight
accepted:the ~propofal, and:the Conftable,
finding them determined to guard. that
important poft,” went in’ fearch of) a: réin-
forcement. . Péter. de Neville, furnamed
Cayet, joined “them. : Thefe three cava-

liers,
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liers, with refted {pears, and covered with
their bucklers, defended - this paflage
againft every enemy who tried to force
it. :

. Before them were two valiant guards
of the king, called William de Boon, and
Jobn:de Gamaches, whom the Turks
could not oblige to retreat an inch. The
arms of thefe generous warriors were co-
vered with darts. Peter de Neville re-
ceived there a ' wound on the head with a
club, Joinville was wounded with five
fpears, and his horfe with fifteen. - Whilft
they were thusexpofed to a thoufand perils,
the count of Soiffons, who was a ftranger
to fear, faid jocularly to Joinville, ¢ Se-
¢¢ nefchal, let us laugh at the fhouts of
¢ that mob; by the coif of God; (that
¢t was his favourite oath) we fhall ftill
¢¢_talk of this day’s work in the chambers
¢¢ of the ladies.” This trait proves that
gallantry was at all times the companion
of French bravery.

The Conftable kept his word with the
brave men he had left at the bridge. He
brought them fuccour towards the evening,

and
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and they drove off the enemy. - They
went to rejoin. the king,. who, as well as
his foldiers,” had fought the whole day
without - taking any nourithment, Night
was approaching, and' the combatants on
both fides retired. The Sire de Chatillon
commanded the rear guard, and the Freach
army, in pofleflion of the Egyptian camp,
and their warlike machines, pafied the
night there. It was divided into two
camps, one of which, guarded by the
duke of Burgundy, was to the north of
the canal, and the other to the fouth.
This fatal day, which coft the Comte
d’Artois his life, as well as a great many
‘nobles, would have feen the capture of
Manfoura, and the totdl defeat of the
Egyptians, had the whole French army
atonce given battle. 'The Arabian writers
themfelves agree in it ¢/, but the orders
of St. Lewis being unfortunately mifcon-

(¢) Macrizi, who has given a good defcription of
the expedition of St. Lewis, acknowledges that Man-
foura would have been loft, and the Mahometans to-
tally defeated, had the French attacked in a body,
and not in finall parties.

firuéted,
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ftruéted, . all the ‘troops were difperfed ,
and the addrefs of Bibans' Elbondout dars
prevented them: from again. forrmng a
junétion. i Joinville :fays, that whilft he
was guarding: the' bridge, ‘he faw many
people of fathion' take to flight full gallop,
without being ftopped by.the cries of their’
companions ; but that Guion de Malvoifin,
with a troop of cavaliers of his own bldod,
and the Comte Peter of Britany gained im-
mortal glory, and -returned - honourably
from Manfoura, where .they had fignalized
their courage. ~

On the morning of that memorable
day,a pigeon was fent off from Manfou-
ra (d), to carry to-Grand Cairo the news
of the death of Facr Eddin, and of the
flight of thc Eg)rptlans. This letter threw

(d) Thls Cuﬂom, which has fo long fubfifted in
the ]:.aﬂ: is at prefent abolifhed. It is not long fince
the merchants of Syria took this method of acquaint-
ing their correfpondents with the arrival of fhips.
When a veflel arrived in the port of Alexandria, a
pigeon was fent off, which carried the intelligence
in five or fix hours to Aleppo. The caliphs of Bag-
dad Kad' by this means eftablifhed a rapid correfpon-
dence from Cairo to Bagdad.

the
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the inhabitants’ into confternation. ' The
fugitives ftill added:to" the alarm; ~ The
gates of the city were-kept'open all the night
to receive them. -Anothe}::i)iﬁcoaﬂb}bﬁgﬁti
them the next day the account of the *fizel
cefs of Bibars, and ‘the’ Baharite flaves.:
Joy fucceeded to defpair,  Mutual con=
gratulations pafied in‘the  fireets, andf_théi"c

were public:rejoicings. e
Before fun-rife the enémy-was in arms,
and  made an irruption- into the camp, to
carry off their warlike ‘fim‘pl‘cm"cnts, which
remained in the hands of the French. The
attack was 'made on'the -fide -'guzirHcd-’ by
Joinville, Hearing a’ cry of “'to arms,”
he got up, but he, as' well as his foldiers,
were fo covered with wounds, that they
were unable to wear either helmet or cui-
rafs..  They marched, howéver,’ againft
the -enemy, ‘who, having: forced the ad-
vanced guards, were on the point of be-
coming mafters of their baliftas. St. Lewis
having fent a reinforcement, under the
Sire ‘de ‘Chatillon, they ‘drove the Egyp-
tians. without ‘the 'palifadoes. At fome
diftance from  thence, eight Turks, well
28 armed,
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armed, intrenched behind a heap of ftones,
and well {upported by a bedy of cavalry,
kept firing on the camp, and did great
execution. Joipville determined to attack
them in the night, and deftroy their in-
trenchment. John de Vaffey, one of his
pricfts, had lefs patience with them. He
puton an iron hat, covered himfelf with
a cuirafs, and hiding a large fcimitar
under his arm, he marched towards them.
The enemy.paying little attention to a

fingle man, he infenfibly approached them.
" As foon as he got near the Turks, he

diew - his fabre, .fell uvpon them, and
laying sfurioufly about him, put the
whole eight .to flight. This brave a&ion
rendered  him famous throughout the
army.

Touran Chab had now arrived in Egypt.
Chegeret Eddour, whofe genius, fertile in
refources, knew how: to hold the reins of
government in the moft arduous times,
committed every thing to his charge.
The new Sultan repaired to Manfoura.
He&appeared at the head of his troops, and
thewed thﬂ! thc coat of arms of the Comte

d’Artois,



O N ELX P T 433

d’Artois, affuring them that it was the
king’s. ¢ Brave Muflulmen,” added he,
¢ redouble your efforts. The enemy have
‘¢ loft their chief. They will be no longer
¢« able to withftand our valour. Let yg.
‘- make a general affault to-morrow. Leg
¢ us force them in their camp, and may it =
“ be the laft day of the French.” The=
foldiers anfwered him with loud acclama-
tions, and prepared to do their duty. St,..
Lewis was informed by his {pies of the
intended attack. He gave orders for each: =
chieftain to arrange his battalians, at break.
of day, behind the pallifedo of flakes.:
planted in the earth, to prevent the gne=
my’s cavalry from penetrating into the
camp. His orders were carried into exe- «
cution. At fun-rife the Sultan was feen,
mounted on a fuperb horfe, drawing up
his troops in battle-array from the canal of
Achmoun to the river, His cavalry were
placed in front, and his infantry in the
rear, He reinforced his lines in propor=
tion to the enemy in his front, Towards
noon, all his troops being ready fop the
attack, he difplayed his colours, !qd‘found-
Vor, I, Ef © & ed
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ed the charge. A dreadful noife was Béard
of trumpets and kettle-drums, and the
Egypuan army rufhed on to affaglt the
French in every quarter.

The Count of Anjou who was at the
head of the camp on the fide of Manfou-
ra, was the firft attacked. The infantry
prefented themfelves the firft, and after
launching their wild-fire, the eavalry pour-~
ed in upon him, and cutting their way
with their fabres, penectrated the intrench-
ments. The prince fought on foot in the
midft of his troops, for almoit all the ca-
valry had been difmounted by the unfortu-
nate battle of Manfoura. The number of
the enemy, the advantage they had of en-
gaging “on horfeback, the dreadful fire-
works they made ufe of, threw his bat-
talions into diforder. In fpite of all his
bravery, he was in danger of being flain
or made prifoner. This intelligence being
brought to the king, he flew to the affift-
ance of his brother, with the cavaliers
who remained about him. He pufhed fo
forward in the battle, that the bridle of
his horfe was covered with wild-fire, and

he
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he himfelf narrowly efcaped being burnt,
The Egyptians could not fuftain ‘the thock
of this prince, and of his generous knights ;
they fell back in diforder, and abandoned
the ground they had gained.

Next to the Count of Anjou, were the
the Crufaders, commanded by Guy d’Ibe-
lin, and Baudouin his brother, After
them came Gautier de Chatillon, at the
head of his fquadron. Thefe two troops,
filled with knights-errant, and with ex-
cellent cavalry, refifted every affault of the
enemy, and remained unfhaken in their
poft, without retreating a fingle ftep.

William of Sonnac, Grand Maiter of
the Temple, having loft in the former en-
gagements, the greateft part of his knights,
had fortified that part of the camp he
guarded, with a double palifado. ~The
Egyptians fet fire toit, and dafhing through
the flames, made a furious attack upon
him. The intrepid Templars, though co-
vered with darts and arrows, formed an
impenetrable rampart with their corps.
Their Grand Mafter, who had left an eye
at Manfoura, loft the other in_this engage-

Ef 2 ment,
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ment, and died of his wound.  Joinville
aflures us, that behind the ftation he occu-
pied, there was a large fpace fo covered
with javelins, that one could not fee the
ground. :

Guion Malvoifin, who commanded a
battalion near the Templars, defended
himfelf with fo much ‘bravery, that the
enemy could make no impreflion. = But
this valiant chieftain was almoft deftroyed
By the- wild-fire thrown at him by the
enemy.

Count William of Flanders had his quar-
ter along theriver. He received the Egyp-
tians with vigour, and after glorioufly repul-
{fing them, paffed the palifado, and making
a furious charge, put to flight all fuch
as fell in his way, and killed a great
number of them. Gautier de la Horgne
fignalized his courage in this a&ion, by
the moft illuftrious deeds of valour.. The
Count of Poitiers followed William of
Flanders. He had nothing but infantry.
The enemy broke through them, penetrated
the camp, and feizing on the prince, carried
him off a prifoner. At-fight of this, the

woimen
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women and butchers fet up a fhout; and
arming themfelves with axes, fell upon the'
victors, drove them out of the trenches,
and retook the brother of the king.
Jocerant de Brancion, one of the moft va-
liant knights in the French army, defended
the part of the camp, which reach~
ed to the canal. All his party were foot
foldiers. He alone was on horfeback.
The Arabs frequently fucceeded in forcing
them; but this brave commander, rufhing
on them fabre in hand, put them to rout,
and rallied his forces. He muft how-
ever, have fallen, with every man un-
der his command, had not Henry de Bri-
enne, who was in the duke of Burgundy’s
camp, made his men fhoot their crofs-bows
again{t the enemy acrofs the branch of the
river, every time they renewed their attack.
Jocerant de Brancion had been in fix-and-
thirty battles, and engagements, in which
he had been victorious. He received in
this aion, which was not the leaft glori-
ous of his life, a great number of wounds,
of which he died.
Ff 2 Night



Night feparated the combatants. The
king affembled his Barons the next day, to
confole them for their loffes, and to excite
their conftancy. < Seigniors, faid he, let
«« ys return thanks to heaven, and be of
« good heart; we have paffed one river,
¢ driven the enemy from their camp, and
¢t withftood, without cayalry, the whole
<« power of the Sultan of Egypt.” Tou«
ran Chab in fa&, difcouraged by fo obfti-
nate a refiftance, defpaired of forcing the
French in their camp, and he determined
to ftarve them out. Their army enjoyed
all the provifions ftored up at Damietta.
The little fleet they had on the river fe-
cured their convoys, and procured them
abundance. The king of Egypt imagined
that if he could fucceed in cutting off all
communication between the camp. and
Damietta, he thould get pofieffion of thofe
by famine whom he could not conquer.
‘From that moment he put every maneeuvre
in the, to carry his proje& into execu-
tion, Paqmg colle€ted a great number
of boats, he made them be taken to pieces,

» and
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and conveyed on camels near to the canal

of Mehallé (¢). They were concealed in
a place proper for an ambufcade, ;

The French flect was coming up the
river in perfect fecurity, and conveying the
cuftomary fupply of provifions for the
camp. When it came near the ifle where
the Sultan’s galleys were concealed, the
Egyptians came f{uddenly upon them,
and furprifed their enemies. They at-
tacked them furioufly, furrounded them,
flew about a thoufand foldiers, and

took fifty large boats' laden with  pro-
vifions. From that day the Egyptians

(e) Abulfeda informs us that there are feveral towns
and villages in Egypt which have the name of Mechal-
/& That in queftion is three leagues lower than
Manfoura. Here is a {mall canal, the opening of
which is concealed by an ifland. This place appears
well calculated for an ambufcade. In the edition of
Joinville, printed at the Louvre, there is a note at the
bottom of the page where Macrizi fpeaks of Mehallé,
and it is thought to point out Mehallé Kebiré, the
capital of one of the provinces of the Delta. “This is
a miftake. That town is fituated fix leagues™above
Manfoura. To enable a flect ftationed in that place
to prevent the French veflels from reaching their camp,
their provifions muft have come from Upper Egypts

g became



446 L BT B RVIST

became mafters of the river, ‘and the com-
munication between the camp and Dami-
etta was interrupted. Want foon began
to make its appearance, and difeafe, its ter-
rible companion, followed immediately
upon it. The wounded perifhed for want
of nourithment. The dead bodies, which
filled the river and the canal, infected the
air. A dreadful epidemic diforder fpread
throughout the army. Few of thofe
who were attacked with it efcaped death.
Their fleth dried up; their livid fkins
were covered with black fpots; their gums
{welled fo prodigiouily, that- they could no
longer take any food; thefe fungous
excrefcences were obliged to be cut off.
The unfortunate perfons who underwent
this operation, made the moft lamentable
cries. Such was the appearance of an army
fo flourithing at its firlt entrance into
Egypt. Arabian authors agree with Join-
ville in giving us a frightful picture of the
deplarable condition of the French, fur-
rounded by enemies, and a prey to all the
horrors of famine and difeafe,
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On the 7th of March 1250, the veffals
which remained at Damietta made a frefh
attempt to fupply the army with provifions.
They were all taken, except one, belong..
ing to the Count of Flanders, which de-
fended itfelf {o bravely, that the Egyptians
were repulfed, and the veflel arrived f{ife at
the camp. The defeat of the two flects
was confirmed, as well as the impofiibility
of receiving fuccours from Damietta, on
account of the enemy, who covered the
river with their galleys. This intelligence
threw the French into confternation, and
added to the evils with which they were
already overwhelmed. Saint Lewis, con=
fulting his Barons, refolved to pafs his
army to the fame fide with the Duke of
Burgundy, by the wooden bridge throwa
over between the two camps. To hinder
the enemy from profiting by this move-
ment, a wall was built at fome diftance
from the end of the bridge, and the troops
filed along the fide of it. The baggage
was fent off firlt ; next followed the King
and his corps. Gautier de Chatillon com-
manded the rear-guard. The whole Egyp-

tian
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tian army fell upon him. The firmnefs
with which he received them, checked
their impetuofity. Frefh "enemies conti-
nued to fucceed each other, and a part of
the army prefled between the wall and the
canal, covered with wild-fire, and with
darts, was on the point of deltru&ion.
It was faved by the diftinguithed valour of
the Count of Anjou, who drove off the
Egyptians. Geoffroy de Muflemburg, who
fought by his fide, fignalized: himfelf by
the moft heroic a&ions, and merited the
palm of that day’s battle. '

The French, encamped behind the canal
of Acbmoun, were now fecure againft the
fword of the enemy, but not againft famine
and contagion.  St. Lewis himfelf paid
a tribute to thefe misfortunes, with the
reft of his foldiers. The camp became
every daya vaft churchyard, where death
marked out his vi@ims. In thefe dreadful
circumf{tances, nothing but a truce could
fave the remains of his army. He pro-
pofed one to the Sultan. Minifters were
named refpedively on each fide.  The king
“q of
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of France offered to reftore Damietta T
on condition that the places taken from:
them in Syria fhould be given back to the

(f) In the year 1218, the crufaders attacked Darm-; :
etta, and took it after a fiege of fixteen months. Sultan
Melek ¢l Kamel withdrew to the diftance of two days
journey from the town, and encamped at the angle
formed by the branch of Achmoun with the Nile, at
the fpot where Manfoura ftands. The crufado princes
followed him, and pitched their camp on the oppofite
bank, in front of the Egyptians. The communication
between the army and Damietta being cut off, the Eu-
ropeans offered to reftore that town, on condition
that Jerufalem, Afcalon, and Tiberias fhould be ceded
to them. This propofition was rejected.  The Sultan
made a cut from the Nile, then at its greateft height,
and overflowed the enemy’s camp. They were up to
their middle in water, and had they not made their
retreat by a caufeway, the whole army muft have been
drowned. Melek el Kamel threw bridges over the canal
of Achmoun, and pafled troops over, who took poflef-
fion of thedyke. The crufadersburnt their tents, and
warlike implements, and attempted to take the route of
Damietta, but it was impoflible for them to advance,
They offered to furrender that town ; and peace was
concluded on that condition in the year 1221. AMa-
<riziy hiflory of the Arab Dynafiies.

Saint Lewis was encamped on the fame fpot with the
crufaders ; he offered the fame terms, but underwenta
more cruel fate than they did.

knights
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knights of Jerufalem. The two parties
not agreeing, the conferences were broken
off. + One only relource now remain-
ed for the French, which was to get
~ back to Damietta. The night of Tuefday
the sth of April was made choice of for
the flight. Saint Lewis recommended
ftrongly to his brothers and the engineers
to cut the cables which held the bridge
fufpended over the canal of _Zehmoun.
When the earth was covered with dark-
nefs, the troops began their march to-
wards Damictta. Such as were prevented
by illne{s from going on foot, or bearing
the motion of a horfe, got into boats, and

fell down the river. Joinville was of the
number. Saint Lewis, thongh weakened

by the dyfentery, would neither abandon
his troops, nor be amongft the firft who
took to flight, He pofted himfelf, on the
contrary, in the rear-guard, commanded by
Gautier de Chatillon. Of all his officers,
Geoffrey de Segines was the only one who
ftayed faithfully by him, and who never
abandoned him in this poft of danger.

The
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The Egyptians perceiving at break: of
day that the army had decamped, flew in
purfuit of ' them. thwithﬁanding the
precife orders of St. Lewis, the bridge was
not cut down. They paffed it without
difficulty, and the cavalry going full fpeed,
came up with the French at Farefeour.
The firft attack fell upon the rear. Geof-
froy de Segines defended his king with an
admirable intrepidity. He repulfed with
violent blows of club and fword, all {fuch
as approached him. He condu&ed the
king into a houfe in the village, where fa-
tigue and difeafe made him faint away in
the arms of a woman of Paris.  On coming
to himfelf, he had the confolation to hear
that about five hundred knights, collected
about his perfon, were valiantly defending
him againft the whole forces of the Sul-
tan, They were defperately, engaged at
the entrance of the village. The French,
animated by the defire of faving (g) a
prince

(2) Joinville and the Arabian authors agree, that
the king, by taking flight, might have faved himfelf
at Damietta, It certainly would have been the moft

prudent
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prince they adoted, petformed prodigies of
valour, and were difputing the victory with
the enemy. « In the midft of the fhock of
battle, a traitor, of the name of Marcel,
cried -out with a loud voice: ¢ My
¢« lords knights, furrender, the king com-
¢ mands you. Let not your obftinacy
¢ occafion him to perith.” On thefe words
they laid down their arms. The king, his
brother, and all the army were made pri-
foners. Whilft thefe tranfa&tions were
going on, Gauticr de Chatillon alone de-
fended a narrow ftreet againft whole tor-
rents of the enemy. He was armed from
head to foot, and mounted on a good horfe.
He grafped a tremendous {word, and when
the Egyptians appeared, he flew to meet
them, crying: Cbhatillon, Chevalier, where
are my brave fellows? When he had
overthrown thofe in front, he tarned - his
bridle, and fell upon the others, who were
coming to attack him in the rear. He flewa

prudent ftep. but that generous prince would never
confent to ..ve fo many brave men expofed to the
chains of the enemy; and his courage made him prefer
the poft of danger.

great
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great number of the enemy; but covered
with arrows, fpent with. fatigue, and lofs
of blood, he’ fcll at ltngdl and thty cut off

his head.. : T
The kmg and all the pnfoners were con-

ducted to Manfoura. . Thofe who were
on board the vefiels had no better fortune,
They fell into the hands of the enemy,
who drowned a part of them in the river.
Joinville “only efcaped death by a fort of
miracle. He was fo weak that he could
hardly ftand. The Egyptians were going
to cut off his head, but a generous Arab
took pity on him, and taking him in his
arms, cried out with all his might : He is
the coufin of the king. Heis the coufin of
the king. 'Thefe words faved his life, and
he was conducted with feveral noblemen
to Manfoura. Raoul de Wanon, who was
in the fame boat, having been hamftrung
in the former engagements, could not ftand
upon his legs. An old Arab took com-
paffion on bhim, and lifting him on his
neck, carried him to the neceflary every

time he had occafion to go thither.
Touran
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Touran Chah fent fifty drefies to the king
and to the noblemen who were prifoners.
They put them on, but St. Lewis refufed
to wear them, faying haughtily, that he
was - fovereign of a country as great as
Egypt, and that it was unworthy of him
to wear the clothes of another fovereign.
The Sultan having prepared a great enter-
tainment, invited him to it; but this prince
was equally inflexible on that occafion, and
did not conceal his fufpicion, that he dif-
covered through the pretended  politenefs
of the Sultan, the defire he had of making
a fthew of him to' his army.

Ten thoufand Frenchmen were in chains.
So great a number embarraffed Touran
Chak. 'This cruel prince ordered three or
four 'hundred of them out of  prifon every
night, and: Sezf’ Eddin, as cruel a minifter
of +his vengeance, cut off the heads of all
thofe who refufed to embrace Mahometi{m.

Peter of Britany was nominated to treat
for the deliverance of St. Lewis-and fome
other prifoners. - The Egyptians demanded
Damietta, and - all ‘the places in Syria.
This Jatter article being reje&ted, the

Maho-
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Mahometans broke off the conferences,
and tried to obtain by fear what was re-
fufed them. Theyfent a number of armed
men into the houfe where St. Lewis ang
his brothers were kept, who, flourifhing
their fabres, threatened to cut off their
heads. Thefe menaces producing no effeét
on a prince whofe exalted mind was fupe-
rior to adverfity, and whom nothing was
capable of driving to injuftice, the nego-
ciations were renewed. The Egyptians
demanded 100,000 befants of gold /4,
and the reftitution of Damietta, for the
deliverance of the king and all the pri-
foners. St. Lewis faid, that he confented,
provided the queen approved of it. The
Mahometans exprefling their furprife at
this claufe of the treaty, he added ; ¢ The
‘“ queen is my mifirefs, and I cannot take
“ this flep without ker confent.”  Touran
Chab, aftonithed that the king fhould
without hefitation have granted fo confi-
derable a fum, was defirous of appearing
generous, and declared, that he gave up
100,000 livres of the ranfom The

(k) 500,000 Parifian livres.

Yot. I, Gg two
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two parties being agreed, and oaths mutu.
ally exchanged, the Sultan gave orders for
the embarkation of the princes, and the
prifoners in four large veflels for Damietta.
Whilft the articles were preparing,. Join-
ville and feveral noblemen, who were con-
fined in a diftant tent, faw a troop of
young men enter, armed with fcimitars,
and an old man at their head ; after the
bloody executions that took place every
night, they naturally imagined they were
the minifters of death, and thought all was
over. The old man afked them ina fe-
rious tone of voice, if they believed in one
God, who had died, and arifen for them
from the dead. ¢ We believe in him,”
they replied : ¢ Well then,” faid the old
man, “do not be difcouraged, for your
¢ fufferings for him do not equal his fuf-
¢ ferings for youn. If he had the power
¢ himfelf of rifing from the dead, be con-
«« fident that he will deliver you in his
¢ own good time.” The old man faying
thefe words, withdrew. ‘Thefe words
conveyed aftonifhment into their minds,
and infpired all their hearts with courage.
Shortly
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Shortly after they had the news of the con.
clufion of the treaty, which reftored them
to their liberty. :

Touran Chab had brought with him
from Diarbekir, about fifty courtiers, who
poffefied all his confidence. On mounting
the throne of Egypt, he had fignalized the
commencement of his reign by difplacing
his father’s old fervants, and by exalting
his own favourites. The former, who had
rifen to the great offices of the ftate by
real fervices, were ftripped in a moment,
and the moft important employmeats were
filled by upftarts, This flagrant injuftice
exafperated the minds of the great men, and
of the army. The young Sultan did not
confine his bad-policy to this inftance, It
was to the Baharite flaves he was indebted
for the victory at Manfoura, and, the defeat
of the French. Far from rewarding them,
and of attaching to himfelf, by his bounty,
a corps formed by Neim Eddin, and formi-
dable from its reputation and its valour,
he defpoiled them of their employments,
and gave them to underftand, by his lan-
guage, that it was his intention to abolith

: Gg 2 them,
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them. Indignation was the fruit of this
imprudent conduct. Hatred took deep
root in their minds, and the thirft of ven-
geance waited only for the moment of gra-
tification. Touran Chabh foon gave them
the opportunity. During the negociations
he retired to Farefcour, the theatre of his
victory. He had built a wooden tower on
the bank of the river, and prepared magni-
ficent tents to encamp in, until the refti-
tution of Damietta. Intoxicated with fuc-
cefs, and the adulations of his flatterers, he
gave hbimfelf up to bis tafte for debanchery,
and abandoned himfelf to every fpecies of
voluptuoufnefs.  Gold runs, like water,
through the hands of a debauched mo-
narch. His expences became excefiive;
to fupply his pleafures he had the prefum-
tion to call Chegeret Eddour to account
for the treafures of his father, and threat-
ened her with vengeance if fhe delayed the
matter. This ambitious woman {aw that the
was undone if {he did not fruftrate the defign
of the tyrant. She addrefled herfelf to the
chiefs of the Baharite flaves, reprefented
to- them the fervices the had rendered the

monarchy



ON EGYFPT s

monarchy in times of the greateft danger,
the favour fhe had always thewn them, and
the ingratitude of Toaran Chab. She cop-
cluded by imploring their proteGion againgt
a king, who had vowed an eternal hatred
againft the friends of Ngm Eddin. No-
thing more was neceflary to irritate the Ba-
harites, already too much difpofed to ven-
geance. They promifed her fatisfaction,
and vowed the death of the Sultan., The
very fame day, Bibars Elbondouk Dari,
having gained the attendants on his perfon,
entered the tent, where he was at table,
and made a blow with a fabre at him,
which would have taken off his head, had
he not parried it with his hand. The
prince’s fingers were cut off. He fled
precipitately to a tower on the banks of
the Nile, and fhut the gate. The aflaffins
purfued him, and the French whom the
Egyptians were conducting to Damietta,
being obliged to ftop at that place, were
witnefles to a {cene of horror. The mur-
d:rers, feeing that they could not enter
the tower, fet fire to it. Touran Chab in
vain cried out, that he abdicated the em-

Gg 3 pire,



454 £ & TFT.PE-R'S

pire; and that he only withed to return to
Diarbekir ; they fhut their ears againft his
cries and lamentations. The flames having
furrounded him, he threw himfelf from
the top of the tower., A nail held him
by his cloak, and he remained fofpended.
The barbarians ruthed upon him, cut him
i pieces with their fabres, and threw him
into the water near Joinville’s boat. All
the Egyptian army beheld this horrid fpec-
tacle without taking any ftep to fave their
king, to fuch a degree had his imprudent
conduct exafperated their minds. Thus
miferably perifhed the laft fovereign of the
family of the Aioubites, eftablifhed in
Egypt by Salab Eddin. ‘

After the maflacre of Touran Chab, the
Sultana Chegeret Eddour was proclaimed
Queen of Egypt. She was the firft female
flave who had reigned in that country du-
ring the government of the Arabs. This
Princefs was of Turkifh, others fay of Ar-
menian extra&tion. Nejm Eddin, who had
purchafed her, was fo paffionately fond of
her; that he never quitted her, and took her
with him when he went to war. Money

: was
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was coined in her name, ang the Emir
Azed Edd;!l Jléf[?, ‘the anéom:in.‘ was
named generaliffimo of the troops ().

© The affaffins “entered the veflel ¢he
French prifoners were on board of, and he

(i) Chegeret Eddour, after reigning three months,
married him, and refigned the fovereign power in his
favour., He was the firft fovereign of the dynafty
the Baharites. After a feven years reign, the Sultana
feeing that he was tired of only poflefling the title
of king, whillt the enjoyed the power, and that
he thought of other amours, had him aflaffinated,
though he had repudiated a wife he loved, to pleafe
her, Nour Eddin, fon of that unhappy marriage,
conceived a violent hatred againft Chegeret Eddour.
By dint of money he bribed her women, and got
them to deftroy her. Her body, thrown naked into
a ditch, lay there three days without burial, and
was at length placed in the tomb fhe had prepared
for herfelf. Nour Eddin, the fecond Baharite Sul-
tan, was aflaflinated at the end of two years. Bibars
fucceeded him, and reigned glorioufly for feventeen
years, Echref Hagi, the laft of the Baharite flaves,
who mounted the throne of Egypt, voluntarily ab-
dicated royalty. Barkouk, who reigned after him,
began the dynafty of the Mamalukes, or Circafiian
flaves, who governed Egypt for 121 years, under
22 kings., The laft was Tomam Bey, hanged by
Sultan Selim at one of the gates of Cairos

Ggs who
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who had put an end to Touran Chab, and
whofe hand was ftill reeking with his
blood, faid to St. Lewis,  What will
¢ you give me, for having difpatched your
« enemy?” The king made no anfwer,
Several of thefe villains, fabre in hand,
leaped into the galley where Joinville was,
with a great many noblemen, and flou-
rithing their fcimitars, talked of cutting
off their heads. Thefe knights, terrified
with the fpectacle they had juft beheld,
expected nothing but death; and, as pi-
ous as they were brave, falling down
on their knees before a brother of the
Trinity, inftantly confeffed themfelves.
The crowd being very great, and the
prieft not able to hear them at once,
Guy d’Ybelin, conftable of Cyprus, con-
fefled himfelf to Joinville,” who faid to
him with an admirable naiveté; I abfolve
you with all the power that God has given
me. It was thus that Bayard, the knight
without fear and without reproach, when
mortally wounded, confefled himfelf to
his fquire, at the foot of an oak-tree.
Thefe noblemen, however, efcaped with

being
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‘being thrown promifcuoufly into the hold,
where fuffering under illnefs, they paffed
a cruel night in expe@ation of a @i
more dreadful fate; for they were fully
perfuaded that they thould never get oug
of this horrible dungeon, except to be led
to execution.

Abou Ali being appointed to treat of
an accommodation with the king of
France, after many debates, the ancient
conventions were confirmed. It was fti-
pulated that St. Lewis fhould pay down
before he quitted the Nile, 200,000 li-
vres for his ranfom, and that of his fub-
je&s; that he fhould evacuate Damietta,
and that the remainder of the fum thould
be paid in the town of Acra. After thefe
oaths had been mutually taken, the French
noblemen were releafed from their dread-
ful captivity, and hope once more ftepped
in to foothe their misfortunes.

The difgrace of the king, however, and
of his whole army, having reachcd the
cars of the queen, fhe was overwhelmed
with grief, She was then far advanced in
her pregnancy, and this news was an=

nounced
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pounced to her' three days before her
delivery. Her cterrified  imagination re-
prefcntcd the enemy as already at the
gates of Damietta.  She thought fhe faw
them enter the town, and fpread fire
and -blood in every quarter. Her agita<
tions became f{o violent, that fhe was
thought to be at the point of death.
An aged knight, of near fourfcore years
old, ferved as her ufher, and never quit-
ted her night and day. This unhappy
prince(s ftarted up in the midft of her
flumber, imagining the barbarians were
entering her apartment. The old cheva-
Jier, who held her hand when fhe was
afleep, {queezed it, and faid to her, * Ma-=
dam, fear nothing, you are in fafety.”
A ‘moment after fhe had clofed her eyes,
the again awakened, making the moft
frightful cries. The grave . uther again
comforted her, To relieve herfelf atlength:
from thefe cruel alarms, the queen made
all her attendants leave the apartment, ex-
cept her guardian; then throwing herfelf
on her knees, the faid to him, # Cheva-

“ lier, promif¢ me to grant the favour I
‘¢ am
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# am about to alk you:” He promifed,
and fhe continued; “ T conjure you by
¢ the facred promife you have made me,
v if the Saracens take this town, to cut off
“ my head, before they can lay hold of
“me.” ¢ Madam, replied the Chevalier,
¢ be affured that I will cheerfully obey
“ you. I had already thought of it,
« and was determined to take your life,
* rather than let you fall into their
* hands.” This anfwer calmed the
queen, '
The day after this affecting {cene, fhe
lay-in of a fon, who was called fobn Trif-
tan, from the melancholy circumitances
in which he was born. News was brought
her the fame day, that the Genoefe, and the
Pifans, who were in the pay of France, with
the people of the country, were difpofed
to take to flight, and abandon Damietta,
This princefs fent for their leaders to her bed-
fide, and faid to them with tears in her eyes,
* Seigniors, for the love of God, do not
‘¢ leave this town. The lofs of it would
“ occafion that of the king and the whole
“ army. Take pity on this poor infant
“ you
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« you fee lying by my fide.” The chiefs
reprefenting to her that they were dying

with hunger, fhe immediately gave orders
to purchale all the provifions in the town,
and difmifled them with affurances, that
trom that day they fhould be fed at the
king’s expence. Thus did this coura-
geous princefs fave Damietta, the laft re-

maining refource of the French, ,
The veflels in which were St. Lewis
and the other prifoners being arrived near
the bridge of Damietta, the King fent for
the Queen and the Princefles on board.
All the French quitted the town at the
appointed time, and embarked in diffe-
rent veflels. The Egyptians entered it.
Thefe barbarians getting drunk, inhuman-
ly murdered the fick, whom they had en-
gaged by treaty to take care of until they
were fent for from Acra. Thefe firft
breaches of fuith did notindicate a very ho-
nourable difpofition on their part. A vio-
lent difpute had, in fa&, arifen amongft
them. Some were for killing the king,
and all the prifoners. Others infifted on
letting them go, according to the conven-
~ tion,



O N =E -G Y pW i 6c
tion, adding, that by violating their oaths,
the Egyptians would be fligmatized as the
moft infamous peoplein the univerfs, The
conteft grew warm, and a whole day pafied
in that ftate of indecifion. 'Whilft thefe de-
bates lafted, they made the boats go up the
river with the unhappy captives a league
above Damietta, and they did ‘not conceal
from them the intention of cutting off their
heads. At length, Aibeh, the Turcoman,
who expe&ted to fhare with the Baharite
flaves (%) the two hundred thoufand livres,
which were to be paid at Acra, drew his
fabre, and vowed that he would never fuf-
fer them thus to violate the faith of trea-
ties. This declaration terminated the dif-
pute, and they agreed to fet the French
at liberty.

Whilft the Egyptians were meditating
fo abominable an outrage, St. Lewis was

(%) From the confeflion of the Arabian hiftorians
themfelves, it is certain that the fear alone of lofing
the fum to be paid at Acra, proved the fafety of the
king, and all the French; and that the barbarians,
who had juft dipped their hands in the blood of Touran
Chah, would not have fpared one of their enemies, had
they not found that fuch a meafure would be incon-
fiftent with their intcreft.

in
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in great anger with 4 nobleman for faying
that they had cheated the Egyptians of ten
thoufand livres, in paying them the pro=
mifed fum, and ordered them to be reftor-
ed, although they had already broken
through a part of their engagement,

The conditions agreed on being recipro=
cally fulfilled, St. Lewis, his brothers and
his wife, embarked for Acra in the year
1250, eleven months and twelve days af-
ter the capture of Damietta,

The foliowing is the portrait given of
St. Lewis, by Gemal Eddin, an Arabian
hiftorian. ¢ This prince had a handfome
¢¢ face. He had underftanding, courage,
“ and religion. His good qualities pro=-
¢¢ cured him the veneration of the Chrifti-
¢¢ ans, who placed in him an unbounded
¢¢ confidence: He might have efcaped out
s¢ of the hands of the Egyptians, by taking
¢« flight either in a boar,‘ or on horfeback ;
s but this generous king never wgﬂ_d aban-
¢ don his troops.”

LET-
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l'.‘.l ETTER : XXVI. g od3
SUODTS DOIAUODSY di3ivy 2 - :

To Mr: L. M.

- Grand Cairo, 2d of February, 177g.

HAVE lid before you, Sir, the de-
fcription of Lower Egypt, geographi-
¢al and hiftorical details on the principal
towns, and the parallel of the ancient and
modern manners of its inhabitants ; it re-
mains for me to give you an account of the
commerce of this country, its fingular go-
vernment, the revolutions which have hap-
pened before my eyes, and the wonders of
Upper Egypt. Thefe objects will form a
future volume. You exhort me to publith
it as foon as pofiible, and engage for its
fuccefs ; but friendfhip is indulgent, and
the public fevere. Suffer me to wait its
decifion on the firft part of thefe letters,
before I venture to expofe the fequel to
its cenfure. Should this work not meet
with a favourable reception, I have writ-
ten



ten too much, and if it be honoured with
the good opinion of the public, I fhall con-
tinue it with redoubled ardour.
I have the honour to be, with refpe®,
SIr,
Your moft humble and
moft obedient fervant,
SAvVARY,

LET-
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LETTER XXVIL

RouTe FroMm OLp CAIRO TO TAMIEw,
IN THE PrRovVINCE oF Faroum,

Departure from Foftat, in the month of No-
vember. Defcription of the Mofque called
Athar Ennabi. Refleitions on the pilgri=
mage made to this place. State of the
plain of Egypt at this feafon of the year.
Reflestions on the pyramids compared with
the tomb of Maufoleus, and the Morrai
in Otabeité. dAccount of the plain of the
Mummies, of the flint-flones of Egypt, and
of Dachhour, anciently Achantus. Arri=
val at Tamieh in Faioum.

To MI'- L- Mo

Grand Cairo.

O U affure me, Sir, that the public have
given a favourable reception to the let-
ters I addrefled you, and you defire me to
furnith you with the remainder. You are
defirous, after having given you the de-
{cription of the Lower, that I fhould ferve
Vor. I. Hh you
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you as aguide in the Upper Egypt. You
with to furvey with .me that boafted
country, whofe antiquities Alexander,
Julius Cafar, Adrian, Severus, and {fo ma-
ny other monarchs, went exprefsly to ad-
mire. I give way to your defire, and fhall
endeavour to prove mylfelf worthy of your
confidence. But recolle@, that inftead of
thefe Egyptians, celebrated for their wifdorn,
and their knowledge, you will now only be.
hold a nation plunged in the profoundett ig-
norance. Remember that in place of famous
edifices you will often meet with ruins,
or decayed hamlets. The contraft is fo
firiking, that if all the great works of
ancient Fgypt had perithed, like thofe of
many other nations, her glory would have
been buried with them. Yes, Sir, if this
country, peopled at this day by Turks and
Arabs, were totally defpoiled of her won-
ders, the would be regarded as the coun-
try of Fairies, embellithed by the bril-
liant pencil of the Greeks. But the pride
of doubt is humbled before the unfhaken
mafs of pyramids; and the curious ob-
ferver, who, not content with meafuring

their
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their height, attends to the fecret of the
paflages, and confiders the means which
art has put in pradlice, to prevent them
from _being'entercd, cannot help admiring
this  effort of human genius, nor refufe
his tribute ofadmiration. We are now
about to contemplate labours not lefs
furprifing ; and as the conftru@ion of
many of them united with the grandeur
of -the enterprize the happinefs of the
people, they have an additional claim on

your curiofity.
We are now in the month of November,

the moft favourable moment for afcending
into the Sazd (2). 'The heat is moderate,
and the canals being now full, afford us
the opportunity of navigating into the in-
terior parts of the country. Let us em-
bark then on this river, which, in its
numerous windings, fertilizes, for two
hundred leagues, this valley, where princes
and men of learning, for near three thou-
fand years, have gone to admire the ruins

(@) The Arabs call all Upper Egypt by the name of
the Said, from OId Cairo to Aflouan, or Sienna.

Hh 2 of
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of a people, who firove to imprefs upon
their works the ftamp of immortality.

We quit the port of Old Cairo. The
north wind pufhes us againft the rapidity
of the current. The waters have fubfided
from the foot of the hills. The low
grounds are ftill overflowed. But the
majeftic Nile re-enters gradually his bed.
Verdure and the harvefts tread clofe upon
his footfteps, and occupy the place he has
abandoned. Here they are bufy in fowing
cucumbers, and water-melons.  There
the labourer prepares the foil with the
plough, gently furrowing the furface with
the plough-fhare. Theoxen draw italong
without difficulty, conducted by a fingle
man. Near the mountains, where the
ground is higher, the corn and the dourra
already begin to thew themfelves.

We pafs before Gezirer-Dabab, the
golden Ifland, which prefents us with a
meadow, covered with flocks, and a {mall
village. - On the left we leave the great
mofque of Atar Ennabi, fituated on the
banks of the river. This temple, much
frequented by the inhabitants of Cairo, is

the
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the obje& of a famous pilgrimage. ¢
poflefles a flone, whereon the muflulmen
imagine they perceive the impreflion of one
of the feet of Mahomet. Hence they haye
named it Atar Ennabi, the veftiges of the
prophet.  The Scheik, who officiates at
the place, takes great care to confirm this
pious belief, and to publith the miracles
which are there produced. =~ As all his
riches confift in this pretended relick, he
preferves it with a fcrupulous attention.
It is covered with a rich veil, which he
lifts up to gratify devotees, from whom
he expe&s a trifling prefent.  The follow-
ing account of it I had from a lady of
Cairo, who is married to a French mer-
chant, fettled forty years in the country (4).

¢« I had often heard talk of Arar En-
“ pabi, and of the miracles they publithed
« refpecting it. I was curious to fee this
¢ renowned ftone. Our drefs, exaltly
« fimilar to that of the Turkith wo-
“ men, allowing me to mix with them,

(?) The wife of Mr. Meynard, a merchant, whofe
probity and information have procured him the efteem
of the French, the Copti, the Turks and the Arabs.

Hij without
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«¢ without fear of difcovery, Irepaired to the
« mofque at an hour when I expected to
« find few people there. I begged the
¢ cheik to fhew me the relick. Two
« Turkifh ladies of rank entering at the
¢ fame time, exprefled the fame defire.
¢ He uncovered it. After burning fome
¢ precious effences, and repeating fome
¢¢ paffages of the Coran, he faid to
¢ us: Behold that facred impreffion ; ad-
¢ mire the traces of the greateft of pro-
¢« phets! ah! that is really the foot of
¢ Mahomet! The two women repeated with
¢« enthufiafm, Yes, that is truly the foot of
““ Mahomet, the greateft of prophets! As
« for me, added the French lady, I do
¢¢ aflure you, that in fpite of the moft
¢ {crupulous attention, 1 perceived no-
¢ thing but a fmooth ftone, tinctured with
¢ perfumes, where I could difcover neither
¢ the traces of a foot, nor any thing like it.”

Strange effe@t of the prejudice of man !
which enchains his reafon, and makes him
{ee, feel, and touch whatever his imagina-
tion may fuggeft to his prepofiefled under-
ftanding. It was thus, that Mr. Tourne-
: fort,



ON EGYFPT i
1

fort, affifting in one of the ifles of the
Aschipelago, at the opening of a tomb
where the people were conyinced they
{hould find a vampire, perceived nothing
but a livid corpfe, half eaten by worms
whilit the Greeks infifted that they be:
held an entire body, of a vermilion colour,
and which, according to them, diffufed no
difagreeable odour.

Mzr. Norden, in his charming views of
Egypt, has very well defcribed the Mofque
of Atar Ennabi and its environs ; but he is
deceived in placing Memphis on the fpot
occupied by Gifa. He cannot however be
reproached with this, for he himfelf con-
fefies his doubts of that being the true
fituation of this ancient city. I think I have
already afcertained this point beyond a doubt
in the preceding letters, nor fhould I have
correéed the error into which feveral tra-
vellers have fallen in this refpe@, had I
not apprehended they might miflead other
writers.  Deceived by this, the learned
Jablonfki (¢) has in vain employed all the

fagacity

(¢) Jablonfki, deceived by the falfe pofition feveral

travellers have given to Memphis, by placing it on the
Hh 4 {pot
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fagacity of his underftanding, in the refearch
after a truth he never could difcover, as he
eftablifhed it on a falfe principle.

At a {mall diftance from Atar Ennab;,
we difcover, through tufts of date-trees a
fmall village, where the Turks have a
mofque, and the Copti a convent called
Der Ettin, the monaftery of figs, doubtlefs
becaufe that fruit grows there in abun-
dance. There are two forts of them. 'The
firft {prings even out of the branches of the
fycamore. It is dry and little efteemed. |
The other fort, the fame we cultivate in
France, is juicy, fugary, and of an exqui~
fite flavour.

On the eaftern bank villages appear fitu-
ated on artificial eminences. The fummit
is occupied by huts, to which men and
animals retire during the inundation.
Already does the lucern, which is fown in
proportion as the Nile returns into the ca-
nals, form a zone of verdure round thefe
little iflands, T'ribes of wandering Arabs

fpot where Gifa ftands, has written that the temple of
Serapis was built in the ifle of Raouda, where the Me-
kiasnow is, Thisis an error. Tome fecond.

have
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have prepared their tents on the defcent
of the fandy hillocks, to profit by the
bounties of the river. They purchafe for
fome months the right of fending theijr
flocks to feed in the meadows, which they
quit when the pafturage is exhaufted.
Thefe untameable herds, martyrs to that
liberty they paffionately love, prefer the
horror of their deferts to all the advantages
of fociety. The fhadow of flavery puts
them to flight.  Conftantly upon their
guard againft tyranny, on the flighteft caufe
of difcontent they receive, their ftrike their
tents, load their camels with them, ravage
the flat country, and, laden with fpoils, pe-
netrate into their burning fands, where no
one can follow them, and which they alone
have the courage to inhabit. Thefe Be-
douins, (4), the {courge of Egypt, which
they regard as their patrimony, are the ir-
reconcileable enemies of the Turks, who

fear and abhor them ().
We

(d) This word comes from Bedaoui, which fignifies

inhabitant of the defert.
(¢)The hatred fubfifting between the two nations has
given rife to this familiar exprefion, Traiter quel-
qu’un
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We: have paffed the village of Boufr,
and are oppolite to the great pyramids,
which rife to the height of fix hundred
feet perpendicular..  Whilft our boat is fo]-
lowing the windings of the river, their
fummits defcribe portions of circles in the
horizon. With what maje(ty thefe moun-
tains, formed by the hand of man, elevate
;h_cmfclvcs in the air ! Their antiquity flill
renders them more awful. How. often has
the fun enlightened them at his rifing,
burnt them at his zenith, and coloured
them at his fetting! For how many ages
have they followed the earth in her great
orbit which forms the year ! Man then has
fucceeded in creating durable monuments !
and thefe monuments are tombs! Some au-
thors imagining that the havock occafioned
by the violent forcing of the great pyramid
was the effe& of time, have calculated how
many ages it might ftill remain; but as
they fet out on a falfe principle, they are
infinitely diftant from the truth. It feems
to me impofiible to fix the epocha when

gu'un de Turc a More; that is to fay, with the rigour
ufed by the Turks towards the Arabs.

they
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they fhall ceafe to be. . Thoufands of years
hence, unlefs fome great revolution hap-
pens, the travellers of enlightened nations
thall go to admire thefe ﬁupendous‘mo_
numents, and fay, fcarcely had Europe a
few favages difperfed in her forefts, when a
learned nation erected thefe fuperb maufo-
lea, towards the four cardinal points of
heaven, as 2 monument of her piety and

altronomical knowledge.
In the villages around them is culti-

vated a fpecies of melon peculiar to Egvpt,
They are called abd-bellaous, flave of {weet-
nefs. Their pulp is firm and brittle Jike
that of an apple. Though lefs fugary than
many other forts, they are preferred, be-
caufe they afford a very wholefome and
agreeable nutriment during the heats. An-
other vegetable in high eftimation is a let-
tuce with large leaves, {mooth and erect.
Whole plains are covered with them. The
people confume a prodigious quantity, and
oil is extraéted from their feed. You, Sir,
who collect in your garden, from the va-
rious quarters of the globe, the different

productions of the earth, to enrich your
country,
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country, and who cultivate fo {uccefsfully
every plant, from the cedar of Lebanon to
the hyffop, you will pardon me thefe de-
tails.

Proceeding on, we difcover to the
right and left hamlets, whofe inhabitants
are employed in cultivating the earth,
which in four months will afford them
abundant crops. The burgh of Hulbuan
appears on the eaftern bank, furrounded
by date-trees. The Mekias was eftablifhed
there when the Arabs conquered Egypt.
Memphis ftood on the oppofite bank, on
the fpot where the village of Menph now
ftands, which ftill preferves the name.
The teftimonies of Strabo, of Pliny, and
Abulfeda, who have defcribed its ruins,
leave no doubt in that refpe¢t. Large
heaps of rubbifh are ftill to be feen there ;
but the Arabs have tranfported to Cairo
the columns and remarkable ftones, which
they have difpofed, without tafte and with=
out order, in their mofques and public
buildings. This city extended as far as
Saccara, and was almoft wholly encom-
pafled by lakes,. part of which are fill

fubfifting.
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fubfifting. It was neceflary to crofs them
to convey the dead to the fepulchre. of
their fathers. The tombs, hewn out of
the rock, were clofed up with ftones of 5
proportionable fize, and covered with fand,
Thefe bodies, embalmed with fo much
care, preferved with fo much refpe&, are
torn from the monuments they repofe in,
and fold without decency to ftrangers, by
the inhabitants of Saccara. ~This place is
called the plain of mummies. There too
we find the well of the birds, into which
one ‘defcends by means of a rope. It
leads to fubterrancous galleries, filled with
earthen vafes, containing the facred birds.
They are rarely met with entire, becaufe
the Arabs break them, in hopes of find-
ing idols of gold. They do not condu&t
travellers into the places where they have
found more precious articles. They even
clofe them up carefully, referving to them-
felves fome fecret pafiages by which they
defcend. In a journey into Egypt made by
the duke de Chaulnes, he advanced very
far into thefe winding labyrinths, fome-
times crawling, and fometimes fcrambling

on
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on his knees. Informed by Mr. Ed-
ward Wortley Montague, who has care-
fully vifited Egypt, he arrived at one of
thefe paffages, which had an opening thut
up from without by branches of the date-
tree intervowen, and covered with fand.
He remarked there fome hieroglyphics 7n
relievo, executed in the higheft perfection.
But the Arabs refifted every offer he made
them, to permit him to take drawings of
theh, or to mold them (£), in order
to preferve their form. ‘The duke de
Chaulnes is of opinion that thefe hiero-
glyphics, fculptured with fo much art,
that the objelts they reprefent may be dif-
covered at the firft fight, might poffibly
furnifh the key of the others, whofe con-
tours are fimply exprefled, and form a fort
of alphabet of this unintelligible language.
Whether this ingenious idea be well or ill-
founded, I fhall propofe to you in a par- .
ticular letter the methods which might be
attempted to explain thefe myfterious cha-
racters, and to read on the Egyptian mo-

(/) Memoir on the hieroglyphics of the well of
Saccara, by the duke de Chaulnes.
numents
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numents the moft ancu:nt hxﬂory of the
world. ' -
Several pyramids = are d‘fhﬂgmfhabie
along the mountains which bound Saccara
on the weft, the greateft part of which ap-
pear as lofty as thofe of Gifa: at the fight
of thefe edifices, on which my eyes were
fixed in fpite of myfelf, permit me fome
further reflexions, which I cannot refift.
Are thefs maufolea the fruit of the pride
of the Pharaohs > Is it to their vanity we
muft attribute their conftrution ? I know
that this is the opinion of feveral authors ;
but let them retain an opinion which has
no foundation in the human heart. Kings
do not build palaces to inhabit them after
death. A more imperious fentiment, anx-
iety for the future, the perfuafion of what
muft happen after this thort life, induced
the Pharachs to conftruét thefe magnificent
~tombs (g ). Their religion taught them,
that as long as their bodies could be kept
free from corruption, their fouls would not
quit them, and that at the expiration of

(g) Herodotus, Euterpe, fecond books
three

i
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three thoufand years they would animate
them anew. 'This dogma made them
erec thefe buildings, which the genius of
the moft able architeéts ftrove to render
inacceflible. They gave them the pyra-
midal jform, as being the moft durable.
This form was connetted likewife with
their worfhip, and formed an a& of ho-
mage to the {un, whofe rays it imitated /5.
Thefe edifices therefore are a ftriking
proof - that this ancient people believed
in the immortality of the foul.  Kings
find themfelves very well in this world.
Flowers and harvefts fpring up for them
without any trouble. - All nature fmiles
for them, and had they the Egyptian creed,

(h) Pliny, book 36, fays, that the obelitks were
confecrated to the fun ; that they reprefented his rays,
which is indicated by their Egyptian name. In faé,
thefe monuments, as well as the pyramids, were cal-
led in Egyptian, Pyramué, Rays of the fun. See
Jablonfki, tome 3. The Greeks gave the name of
obelifks to the former, and left that of pyramids to
the others, which comes from Pyr, fire, and in
which they have preferved the ancient etymology.
The obelifks were confecrated to the fun, becaufe
they ferved as dials to mark the hours.

we
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we fhould fee them bringing forth prodi-

gies, by which they might hope to enfure

their return on earth. The religion of
Egypt pafled into Greece, and Artemifia

ere@ed, to the athes of her hufband, a tompb

in the pyramidal form, one of the feven
wonders of the univerfe, This idea of an’
immortal foul originating with iflanders,

feparated from every polithed nation by

the immenfity of feas, has produced a mo-

nument which ought greatly to furprize

us. ‘The Otzabeiteans, without the aid of

anly metal, have cut the hardeft ftones, and

formed a pyramid, where the body of their

queen Oberea repofes. ~ Her relations and

friends, filled with a religious remem-

brance, go around this Mora; to pour

forth their pious tears; and the foul of

Oberea taftes fome confolation on behold-

ing their grief and tendernefs (7).

Let us quit the fad defarts of Saccara,
where we walk only upon tombs; and
thofe lofty pyramids, which infpire only
melancholy ideas, and that lake, acrofs

(i) Cook’s voyage.
DIt Ii which



which the bodies were conveyed, and
which recalls to mind the fable of
Charon. Let us return into our bark.
With what pleafure the eyes, fcorched by
the burning fands, repofe upon the ver-
dure! With what fatisfaction one returng
from the dwelling of death, which the
fight of thefe places continually brings be-
fore your eyes, to enjoy the treafures of
abundance ! How delicious are one’s feel-
ings on contemplating a ferene fky, a ma-
jeftic river, and a country which difclofes
new riches at every ftep. - It is after fup-
porting the frightful picture of fterility,
that one relithes, with an inexprefiible
charm, the fpectacle of teeming nature;
fhe awaits the traveller, expiring on the
border of the defart he has been traverfing,
to pour into his heart the fource of a new
life.

We are now feven leagues above Old
Cairo. It is here that the Nile, repulfed
by the rocks projeting from the eaft,
ruthed formerly to the weft, and fpread
itfelf over the fands of Libya. I have
marked, by two punctuated lines, upon

the
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the map, the route it followed. Ope of
the Pharaohs, according to Herodotus (%),
barred its paffage with a dyke, and forceq
it to refume its courfe between the moyne
tains. It fell into the gulf which then
covered the fpace now occupied by the
Delta, and gave birth to that celebrated
ifland, which is advancing with {low fteps
into the Mediterranean. The traces of the
ancient bed, called by the Arabs, Babr
belz ma, The fea without water, are ftill
vifible. It is ftrewed its whole length
with the wrecks of boats that navi-
gated on it, and are petrified. I have
feen fuperb fpecimens of them brought
to Grand Cairo. In going from Sac~
cara to Dachbour, we meet with a long
mound of earth, thrown up to preferve
Memphis from the inundation of the
river, thould it happen to break its dyke;
and againft the torrents of fand hurried
by the winds from the Lybian moun-

tains.

(¢) Herodotus, book the fecond. See the firft let~
ter on Egypt, where this paflage is difcufled.
Ii2 At
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At fome diftance from this elbow is the
ifle of Terfaie, where they have begun to
plant cucumbers, and water-melons. ‘The
Egyptians cultivate a fort of cucumbers,
called Coufa, which is very {fmall, and in
great eftimation. 'The pulp of it is fweet,
tender, and very delicate. They eat it as
a fallad; but the ufual mode of drefling
it is to take out the feeds with an auger,
and to fill it up with hathed meat and rice,
mixed with fpices. Thus dreffed in its
juice, it is excellent eating.

Beyond this ifle we difcover, within
land, the burgh of Dacbhour. The wa-
ters of the Nile are conduted thither by
a canal, over which is a ftone bridge of fe-
veral arches: Strabo (/) and Ptolemy ()
place Achantus in the interior of the coun-
try, at fix leagues from Memphis, and on
the fame fide. This fituation correfponds
perfe@ly with Dacbbour. ~ The temple of
Ofiris, at this place, was admired. This.
edifice is entirely deftroyed; but one remarks

(?) Strabo, book 17.
(m) Ptolemy, book 4.

to
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to the weftward of this village, and on the
declivity of the mountain a great pyra-
mid, which forms a continuation of thofe
of Saccara and of Gifa.

The fandy plains which ftretch along
the hills, are firewed with ftones, vulgarly
called Egyptian flints. Rounded in the
fhape of pebbles, their rugged furface has
nothing brilliant to invite one to pick them
up; but their infide is of an extremely fine
grain, fufceptible of a high polifh: the
greateft part of them are marked with the
figures of plants, and one diftinguithes
thrubs on them, which often compofe
beautiful landfcapes. The dark-brown
ftrokes which mark them, traced with the
greateft elegance, difplay themfelves with
grace on a light-coloured ground. Thefe
flints prefent a great variety of defigns and
different fhades. There is great choice, for
the fands are covered with them. I
only faw one Jew at Cairo who had
the art of working them, and of making
boxes or knife-handles with them; he

confequently fold them very dear. The
Ii 3 hillocks
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hillocks which terminate thefe: plains are
filled with oyfters and petrified fhells,

On leaving Achantus, and travelling to.
wards the fouth, we pafs a vaft country,
the lower parts of which are watered by
little rivulets, which fertilize them at this
feafon. 'The valleys are at prefent covered
with corn, with dourra, and with verdure,
At the end of a few months the Nile, on
quitting them, will again leave only a de-
fart, The village of Tamieh, where the
canal pafies, is fituated at the extremity of
this plain.

We are now entering, Sir, into the fer-
tile province of Arfinoé, at prefent called
the Faioum ; it was the province of won-
ders. It contained the labyrinth and its
twelve palaces, lake Meeris, and its pyra-
mids. I thall lay before you what the an-
cients faid of it, and by prefenting you
with an exa& defcription of the prefent
ftate of the places and monuments ftill
{ubfifting, and the ruins we find there, you
will be yourfelf able to form a judgment
of what they muft have been.

I have the honour to be, &c.
L'E T-
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LETTER  XXVIII

DEesCRIPTION OF THE ANTIQUITIES
IN THE PROVINCE OF ARSINOE, Now
Faroum.

Comparative topography of this province
Inquiry concerning the monuments, the fitu=
ation of which has been fixed by the ancients,
with the prefent flate of their ruins.  Si-
tuation of the labyrinth confirmed by the
teftimony of Herodotus, Pliny, Diodorus Si-
culus, and Ptolemys; and by the ruins of
Balad Caroun, end of Cafr Caroun, De-
Jeription of this wonderful edifice.  Reflec-
tions on the fame fubject. Account of the
Lake Mearis. Its extent bitherto dif-
puted, afcertained from the evidence of
ancient. writers.  Mechanifin of the ca-
nals and fluices clearly difplayed. Actual
circumference of this great Lake.

To Mr. L. M.

Grand Cairo.

Have already faid that this province con-
tains the remains of Lake Meeris, and
Iig the
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the ruins of the labyrimh- Egypt poflefles
no monuments that have occafioned more
debates amongft the learned. The extent of
the one, and the fituation of the other have
been alternately contefted. Some geogra-
phers, to fatisfy all parties, have created two
labyrinths (7). Other writers have given
to Lake Mcris an immenfe circumfe-
rence (o); and others in fhort, affign-
ing it to the country of fables (), have
difplayed the charms of their wit in throw-
ing a ridicule on the credulity of hiftorians.
Thefe contradi¢tions have thickened the
clouds of uncertainty, and the truth re-
mains at the bottem of the well. Let us
endeavour to draw it thence, by explaining
fuch paflages of the ancients, as have been
fometimes badly interpreted, by following
Strabo ftep by ftep, who has defcribed
with accuracy the places he vifited as an
enlightened man, and efpecially by making
a faithful ‘report of what remains of the

(7#) Danville, chmmsﬁlr IEgypte.
(¢) Rollin, Ancient hiftory. Boffuet, Difcours ﬁ:r
Thiflaire univerfelle.
(#) Voltaire.
monunients
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‘monuments he fpeaks of /7). ¢« O s
“ ting Achantus, fays this wife hiftorian,
“ ae leave on the fide of Arabia, dphrodito-
« polis (r), where a white ox was fed and
“ confecrated by religion.” The burgh of
Atfih, according to the beft geographers/s ),
occupies the ground of the city of Venus.
On the other fide of the Nile, is the prefecture
of Heraclea, Jfituated in a large ifland. 'The
two canals formed from the river to the
lake, the one pafling near to Tamieh, the
other taking its rife at the village of Bouch,
form this ifland, and the remarkable ruins
to be difcovered near to Baiamout, {eem to
point out the pofition of Heraclea (2 ), the
capital of this province. Two ruined pyra-
mids are to be feen there with only a few
layers of ftone. Strabo continues : *“ Near fo
¢ Heraclea runs a canal, which, diviaing itfelf
“ into two branches, forms a fmall tfland. It

(¢) Strabo, book 17.

(r) The city of Venus.

(s) See Prolemy, L. 4. Danville, Mem. fur I Egypte;
and Pocock, Journey to the Eaft,

(*) It was called the great Heraclea, to diftinguifh it
from another city of Hercules, fituated in Lower Egypt,
at a fmall diftance from Canopus,

““ croffes
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<« croffes the prefecture of Arfinoé, the moft
« beautiful, and tbe richeft in Egypt,” Fol-
low, Sir, this ancient geographer in the
map, and you will fee that there is fcarce-
ly any alteration in thefe places, and that
he conducts us ftraight to Faioum, the
capital of all this country. This town is
modern; but a league to the north-caft
of its walls, large heaps of rubbifh indicate
the veftiges of Arfinoé (u). 'The Arabs
gather the fand which covers thefe ruins,
and fift it, to find feals and medals. At
fome diftance is an obelifk on its pedeftal.
This is the only monument which has
braved the injuries of time, and the ravages
of the barbarians. It is twenty-two feet,
( French meafure) in circumference at the
bafe, and about fifty in height. Itsfides are
covered with hieroglyphics, divided into co-
lumns, and effaced in many places. The
corners are broken, and the beautiful piece
of granite it is compofed of, is injured half=
way up. Strabo abandons us here, to de-

{«) This city was anciently called Crocodilopolis,
from the facfed crocodiles which were fed there. The
Greeks becoming mafters of Egypt, called it Arfinoé.

{cribe
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feribe Lake Meeris, which is but a t fimayy
diftance from Arfinoé, and the labyrinth
built upon its banks. He does not precife-
ly point out its fituation; but Herodotys
(*) and Ptolemy determineit with accura-
cy, placing it on the fide of Libya, on the
bank of the lake. Let us continue then
our journey.
. The traveller, on quitting Faioum, and
proceeding to the weftward, croffes the
great canal called Babr Ioufeph, Joleph’s
river. The village of Nefle, which he
leaves on the left, affords him no traces of
antiquity., After two hours journey to-
wards the north-weft, he enters a fandy
plain, where ferility alone reigns. He
foon difcovers mountains of ruins which
are near a league in extent. The firft
heap of them is called by the Arabs balad
Caroun, the burgh of Charon; the fecond
caf Caroun, the palace of Charon (y/.
The

(*) Herodotus, book ;d. Ptolemy, book 4.

(7) The Arabian hiftorians defcribe Charon ae
a very powerful man. They fay that he could load
feveral camels with the keys which opened the nu-

merous apartments that contained his treafures. This
unanimous
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The whole fpace between them is firewed
with enormous  ftones. The mofl re-
markable ruins are at the extremities.
In the midft of thofe of cafi Caroun, a large
edifice rifes up, of which there are feveral
halls remaining, filled with trunks of co-
lumns. A portico half demolithed en-
compaffes it. = One may diftinguith ftair-
cafes, by which they mounted to different
apartments ;. and others by which they
defcended into fubterraneous paffages. But
what particularly attracs attention, ‘is the
view of feveral low, narrow, and very long
cells, which feem to have had no other
deftination, than to contain the bodies
of  the facred crocodiles, brought hither
from Crocodilopolis, where they were fed

unanimous affertion gives us a glanceof a truth. Per-
haps in Egypt the name of Charon was a dignity be-
ftowed on the boatmen who conveyed the bodies of the
Pharaochs over Lake Mceris, to depofit them in the cells
of the labyrinth, of which he was the keeper. Doubt-
lefs he who -performed the fame. office on the lake of
Merr‘)phi's, with refpect to the inhabitants of. that city,
had the fame title. If this conjeCture be true, we
thall difcover why the Greeks gave the name of Cha-
ron to the boatman of hell, and why the Arabs call
thele ruins the palace of Charon.

by
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by the priefts, and honoured by a particulas

worfhip. Thefe  ruins, placed .toﬁ&ds

Lybia, at a league’s diftance from Birjer

Caroun, formerly Lake Meeris, .can only

correfpond with the Labyrinth, for gl

ancients (‘z/ afligned it this pofition, and
point out no town on that fide. Since

we are walking -on- the fands which

partly cover this famous monument, let
us read the defcription of it in He-

rodotus, that we may form a juft idea

of it. : : ]

“ (a) The twelve kings chofen by the

¢ Egyptians, confiracted the labyrinth on

¢ the borders of Lake Mceris, on the fide

<¢ of the city of Crocodiles. *This edifice

« appeared to me beyond what fame had

«« faid of it. If we pay attention to the

¢ conftruction of the walls, to the nature

“ of the work, it will be impoflible to

(z) See Strabo, 1. 17. Herodotus, 1. 2. Ptolemy,
L. 4. All thefe authors agree in placing the labyrinth
beyond the city of Arfince, on the Lybian fide, and on
* the banks of Lake Mceris. This is exactly the fitu-
ation where we meet with the ruins I have been
deferibing,

(a) Herodotus, book fecond.

appreciate
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appreciate the immenfe fums this build-
ing muft have coft. The temple of
Ephefus is one of the wonders of the
world ; the pyramids in the ifle of Sa-
mos do not yield in grandeur to any of
works of Greece: yet thefe monuments,
whatever be their magnificence, can-
not be compared with the Labyrinth /3).
A roof of a vaft extent covers its twelve
palaces. The entrance to them is by
twelve gates, fix of which are to
the north, and fix to the fouth. A
thick wall, of great length, encompafies
them. The whole edifice confifts of
two ftories, one above ground, the
other fubterraneous, each of which con-
tains fifteen hundred apartments. I
have vifited the former, and relate what
I have feen. As to the latter, the
keepers would not allow me to defcend
into them, telling me, that the bodies
of the kings who had built them were

(%) Recolle&, Sir, that it isa Greek who fpeaks,
and who reads his hiftory in the prefence of the moft
enlightened men of his age, at an affembly of the
Olympic games, where he was crowned.

« preferved
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ON EGYPT e
preferved there, and thofe of the facred
Crocodiles ; I know nothing further,
therefore, than what they told me,
Human induftry has difplayed all s
refources, in the diftribution of the up-
per ftary. The porticoes, the paflages
which lead from the halls into the cham«
bers, from the chambers into the
clofets, from the clofets to the ter-
races, from the terraces into the other
apartments, form fuch numerous wind-
ings, return into each other in fuch va-
rious ways, that I was never tired of ad-
miring the art which has been made ufe
of in its firucture. The walls, the roofs,
are all of ftone, Here and there one
fees different figures feulptured with
an artit’s hand. The halls are {ur-
rounded by majeftic columns, chiefly of
white marble. A pyramid, each fide of
which is two hundred and fifty feet wide;
and by which one defcends into the
caverns, terminates the labyrinth.”

Such is the defeription of Herodotus.

Although that of Strabo ¢/, who vifited

{¢) Strabo, 1. 17.

the
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the fame monument feveral ages after him,
does not agree with him in every point,
it confirms, however, his account, Fle
defcribes, like Herodotus, the winding
paffages, the varied routes with which art
had fo contrived thefe labyrinths, that it
was impoffible, without a guide, to enter
any one of thefe  palaces, or to get out,
after once entering it. He fays that the
principal apartments were f{urrounded by
magnificent columns, that the walls were
conftructed of mafies of rocks, and that from
the top of the roof one perceived an im-
menf{e platform, refembling a plain of
ftones, the fight of which aftonithed the
imagination. It is true, Strabo pretends
that the labyrinth was compofed of twenty-
feven palaces, wherein the prefeGtures of
Egypt were aflembled at a certain period,
to treat of the moft important affairs of
the ftate and of religion ; but it is probable
that the twelve, which Herodotus fpeaks
of, were afterwards divided into twenty-
feven parts; or, that during the interval of
feveral ages between thefe two hiftorians,

this edifice was enlarged.
Diodorus
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Diodorus Siculus, - Pliny, and Pompg_
nius Mela have defcribed the labyringh
without having feen it. '~ They confined
themfelves to the copying and embellif-
ing the recital of the two former authors ;
they furnith us therefore with nothing new,
The founder of this edifice is unknown.
Each writer () names one or more, and
almoft all different. This variety of opi-
nions affords a prefumption that it was not
the work of one, but of feveral kings.

This monument, which Pliny lock supon
as the moft aftonithing produéion of the
human genius, no longer fubfifts but in

(d) Herodotus fays, that the labyrinth was built by
the twelve princes who governed Egypt, when Pfam-
meticus, one of the twelve, ufurped the fovereign

power.
Strabo attributes the conftruétion of it to Pharaoh

Imandes, and pretends that his body repofes in the py-

ramid which terminates the enclofure,
Pliny will have it to have been conitruéted by Pe”!

tefuc or Tithoé; but as he quotes feveral contradic {
tory authorities, thefe different opinions only increafe
the uncertainty.
Diodorus Siculus thinks that the labyrinth is the
work and the tomb of Pharaoh Mendés,
Pomponius Mela attributes it to Pfammeticus.

VoL. I, K k the
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the riiin_sfbf Balad Caroun, and Caft Ca-
youn.~ Some day perhaps, Wheh-Europe
thall have rtﬁored_ tb'Egypt"thC {ctences
fhe received from' her, ‘the fands and rub-
bifh may be removed “which ‘have buried
the lower ftory of the’ labyrinth, and very
precious  antiquities may be difcovered.
Who knows ‘whether the difcoveries of the
]éafnéa v'\'r"ere not ‘depofited in'this afylum,
If the refearches into Herculaneum, a uty
of little note, have" rercued from' oblivion
{o many rarities, fo many inftructive mo-
numents for the arts, and hiftory, what
- maynot be-expetted - from fifteen hundred
apartments which might have been the re-
pofitory of the archives'of Egypt,” firice all
the prefeGtures were aflembled here to treat
of affairs of ftate and of religion ? But I
muﬁ' not dwell “oft- conjeCtures. « You are
1mpat1ent doubtlefs, to know Lake Meeris,
the remams of Wthh are Ihll fuﬁicxently
: great to merit your attentlon.

* Herodotus (¢) -and Strabo (f} maa:k'out

(¢) Herodotus, 1. fecond

(f) Strabo, L. 17



ON EGyYpPmrT P

its fite by placing the labyrinth on its boy.
ders, and by fixing the towns which were
around it, fuch as Achantus to the fouth,
Aphroditopolis towards the eaft, and- Ar.
finoé to ‘the north. Diodorus Siculus ()
and Pliny ('4) confirm thefe authorities, by
placing it at twenty-four leagues- from
Memphis, between, the province of that
name and that of Arfinoé. This unani-
mity of fentiment gives in fac every degree
of certainty we could wifh for. If the lake
however had totally difappeared, like Ma-
reotis, one might (lill have one’s doubts ;
but in the fituation marked by thefe hif=
torians, we fee in our days a lake, known
by the name of Biréet Caroun, more than
fifty leagues in circumference. We cannot
therefore, without perfifting againft evi=
dence, refufe to recognize the remains of
that of Mceris. Let us examine what the
ancients faid of it. By weighing with a
fcrupulous attention their teftimonies, we
fhall perhaps be able to clear up a point

(¢) Diodorus Siculus, L. 1.
(#) Pliny, 1. e _ :
Kk 2 of
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of topography enveloped in profound dark-
nefs.

¢t The labyrinth, fays Herodotus, fuch as
¢ T have been defcribing it, is ftill lefs fur-
« prizing than the Mceris. This lake is in
« circumference 3600 ftadia, or 60 {chenes,
¢ which form the dimenfions of the ma-
“ritime bafe of Egypt, (feventy-five
«¢ leagues (7).) It firetches from north to

fouth,

(i) Herodotus has fixed the meafure of the fchene,
in Lower Egypt, at four miles, or a league and a quar-
ter. Thus the 60 fchenes make 75 leagues. Strabo
and Diodorus Siculus, who have employed other mea-
fures to eftimate the fame extent of country, agree
however with Herodotus. The bafe of Egypt there-
fore remains determined at 75 leagues, and fince it is
equal to the circumference of lake Meceris, that lake
was only 75 leagues round. I am compelled to
enter into thefe particulars, becaufe this paflage
has produced many errors.  Writers in general
paying attention to the firft member of the fentence
of Herodotus, in which he fixes the extent of the
. lake at 3600 ftadia, and allowing each ftadium its
ufual eftimation of about 100 toifes, have given 150
or 180 leagues circumference to lake Mceris. But
whoever reflets on this paflage, will fee that the mea-

fure of 3600 ftadia is there determined by 6o fchenes,
" or 75 leagues, and that the author confequently has

made
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«+fouth (%), and its greateft depth is three
¢ hundred feet. Two pyramids, con-
“ firucted in an ifland towards the mid-
« dle, rife from three hundred feet pe-
« Jow water, and are as high out of j¢,
«¢ which proves that it has been dug
‘¢ by the hand of man. Each of them has
¢ on its fummit a coloflal ftatue, feated
« on a throne. Their total elevation,
¢ taken from the bafe, is a ftadium of

made ufe of ftadia of 50 toifes. I do not know whe-
ther any one has made this remark before me, but I
know that from this paffage ill conftrued, have fprung
all the debates of the moderns., M. de Voltaire has
combated with the weapon of pleafantry the exiftence
of a lake of 180 leagues, which is greater, fays he, than
all Egypt. M. Rollin, and efpecially Bofluet, have
warmly maintained it. Several writers have reftricted
its extent, and limited it to twenty leagues. M.
Danville, defirous of conciliating all parties, in his
map of Egypt, has created a great canal, to which
he gives the name of Lake Mceris. But he has not
been more fortunate than others, fince the form and
fituation of this pretended Mceris are abfolutely
contrary to the moft refpectable authorities in hif=
tory.

(#) At this day its greateft dimenfion is from eaft
to welt, but formerly it might extend from Arfinoe
as far asth ¢ canal, for the difcharge of the waters.

Kk3 “ﬁx‘
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fix hundred feet (7). Lake Mcris
occupies a foil very dry, ‘and deftitute
of fprings.- It derives its waters from
the Nile, which runs there during fix
months. ‘The reft of the year it reftores
them to the river. ‘During the for-
mer perlod the fithery produces a ta-
lent of filver daily, to the royal trea-
fury, and twenty minas only, during
the latter.  According to the natives
of the country, a canal is pierced (#2)
acrofs, the mountain, the extended chain
of which commands Memphis. This
is an outlet by which the fuperfluous
waters are poured into the fands of
Lybia, on' the weftern fide. I en-
quired what had become of the earth
taken from the lake ; they. affured
me that it had been conveyed to the

(1) In thefe two paffages Herodotus employs the

meafure of ftadia; but as he had at firft reduced
them to 50 toifes, and afterwards reftores them to their
full eftimation, he takes care to apprize us that they
are fladia of 600 feets :

.- () 1 have marked on the map, at the beginnin_g of
this volume, the fituation of this canal.

¢ river,
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<. river, mdeam:;d by the mﬁ%ﬁeﬁ

¢ fea,’” ) R o
14!"510"':‘11"“9““0*' %m thatof
Herodotus 3 they throw mutual light upon
each other (#/).1 #¢ The: province of Ar-
. finoe contains the wonderful lak; !
« Meeris. It refeables the feain its extent,
% its colour, and, its thores. As deep as it
<«is vaft, it receives at the bqgmmng of the
«, mpndatxon, th¢ waters which woul,gl
¢ otherwife: cover the harvefts and, the
s¢. habitations of men : they are condu&cﬂ
ss thither by a great canal. When the Nile
¢ fubfides, they return by two other canalp
¢ (thofe of Tamieh, and of Bouch,) which,
¢ as well as the former, ferve for water-
¢ ing the fields : all this is naturally
¢« performed. At the head of the canals,
¢ fluices are formed, which are opened at
¢ pleafure, whether to introduce, or to

¢ let off the waters (2).”
Kk 4 If

(n) Strabo, 1. 17.

(2) Diodorus Siculus pretends that it coft fifty ta-
lents, that is to fay, 150,000 livres, to open thefe
fluices. It is not eafy to difcover what has made him

adopt this fable, Itis certain, however, that Herodotus
: and
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If this paffage ‘does not fix the extent
of the lake, it proves at leaft that it was
very confiderable, and that it could not be
determined by the eye. Diodorus Siculus
refers to the opinion of Herodotus, who
give's, Lake Mceris three thoufand fix hun-
dred ftadia, that-is to fay, feventy-five
leagues circumference. Pliny eftimates it
at two hundred and fifty thoufand paces,
which make about eighty leagues. Thus
then, you fee antiquity agreed on a point
which has given rife to fo many difcuffions
among the moderns, without any of them
being able to eftablith his {yftem on a folid
bafis, and unite every opinion. At pre-
fent this lake is only about fifty leagues
round; but this diminution by no means

proves that Herodotus and Pliny were de-

and Strabo, who have been on the fpot, who have
examined them with attention, do not fpeak of ‘it.
Pliny, and Pomponius Mela, who report what the
ancients have written on the {ubject of lake Mceris,
and who would not have omitted fo extraordinary a
f2&, make no mention of it. So much improbability,
joined to the filence of hiftorians, demonftrates the
falfity of this affcition.

ceived
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ceived in their calculations, Confidering
the revolutions, which have molefteq
Egypt for a feries of two thoufand years, it
might have undergone ftill greater changes,

Fix your eyes, Sir, on the map of thig
country, you will fee that the chain of
mountains which follows the courfe of the
Nile, at a very little diftance on the left,
from the catara@s, as far as Faoum,
ftretches off {fuddenly on the fide of Lybia,
then returning towards the eaft, forms in
its contours an immenfe bafon, Although
lower than the bed of the river, this hol-
low was once covered with a barren fand,
becaufe the waters, ftopped by the downs
and the rocks, could not penetrate there.
One of the Pharaohs, called Mceris, know-
ing perfe&ly the fituation of the country,
conceived one of the moft noble defigns
ever projected by the human mind, and had
the glory of carrying it into execution. He
determined tochange thisdefert intoan ufeful
lake. After fome thoufands of men colleGed
together, had cleared out, and dug the foil
in feveral places, he drew a canal of forty
leagues in length, and three hundred feet

wide,
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wide; for the purpofe of conduéting thither
a pdi—'t of the watérs of the Nile,  This
great ‘canidl, which #ill fubﬁﬁs entite'at this
day, is known under thc name of Babr Iau.‘
fg};b ]‘ofcph sYivery : .

It opens near Tarouz‘ Ecc/aer 7y and erids
4t Berkit Carouin.  “This ‘wotk muft have
coft immenfe?fms'y for in feveral places
it is cut out-of thie rock, It was not enoﬁgh
to have difengaged "Egypt from the excefs
of the inundation, which in thofe remote
ageﬁl're!ﬁhincd"too long on the lands, at
that time lower than they are’'in our days,
and oc¢cafioned fts fterility'y it was necef-
fary alfo, to render. thefe watérs ufeful” o
agriculture. ‘This great prince fucceeded in
this, by drawing two other canals from the
lake to the river. <At their opening were
formed two fluices, which were kept fhut
during the increafe of the Nile; then the
waters conveyed by the canal of Jofeph,
were heaped up in the vaft enclofure of
Lake Meeris, eicompaffed ‘with dykes and
mountains. During the fix months that
the Nile was on the decline, thefe fluices

were opened, and a furface of water of about
eighty
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eighty leagues in circvmference, and thi

feet (p) higher than the ordinary level of
the river, formed a fecond inundation to
be dire@ed at pleafure. One part return.
ed to the Nile, and ferved for the naviga-
tion. ‘The other part branched out into
innumerable rivulets, watered the fields,
and dn‘fufed fertility even to the very fan-
dy hills.-© This work, the greateft and
‘the -moft - ufeful ever executed on earth,
united every advantage. It fupplied the
'*ienc'y of water in years of a moderate
overflow, by retaining thofe precious wa-
ters,. which otherwife would have flowed
ufelefly to the fea. Its benefits were ftill
more ftrongly marked in the time of a great
inundation. It received that hurtful fu-
perfluity of them, which would have pre-

(p) The canal of Jofeph having its fource in the
Thebais, conveyed to lake Mceris the waters of the
Nile from the commencement of the increafe. As
they were continually confined, on one fide by the
mountains, on the other by dykes and fluices, placed
on the canals of Bowuch and of Tamieh, they rofg to
the height of the inundation, that is to fay, about
thirty feet above the ufual level of the siver.

vented



vented the fowing of the earth. Left
this artificial fea fhould break down the
barriers that were oppofed to it, and caufe
frightful devaftation in the country, a ca-
nal was cut through the mountains, by
which the fuperfluous waters were poured
into the fands of Lybia. Behold, Sir,
one of the moft glorious labours of which
the hiftory of nations has ever made men-
tion. It is not aftonithing that antiqui-
ty fhould have ranked it before the py-
ramids and the labyrinth. It combified
‘the happinefs of the people with the gran-
deur of the enterprize. Accordingly, the
Egyptians, though they abhorred the Pha-
raohs, who forced them to excavate moun-
tains, to build themfelves fuperb tombs,
blefled the memory of Mceris; and his
name is handed down to pofterity.

At prefent this lake has loft almoft all
its advantages. From the period of near
twelve hundred years that Egypt has fallen
into the hands of barbarous nations, they
have either deftroyed, or {uffered to perifh,
the chief part of thefe monuments. The
Mareotis is dried up, the Canal of Alexan-

dria
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dria is no longer navigable, and the Meeris
is only fifty leagues in circumference. If
the canal of Jofeph were cleared out, where
the mud is collected to a vaft height; if the
ancient dykes were re-eftablithed, and the
fluices of the canals of Zamieh and of
Bouch, Lake Mceris would ftill ferve the
fame purpofes. It would prevent the de-
vaftations of the too great {wellings of the
river, and fupply the deficiency of thofe
which are inadequate We fhould fee
it, as heretofore, extending itfelf from
Nefle and Arfinoé to the Lybian moun-
tains, and offering to the view of the afto-
nifhed traveller, a fea formed by the hand
of man.

The depth of three hundred feet, afcribed
to it by hiftorians, muft be exaggerated,
but much lefs fo than may be imagined.
The bottom which it occupies, is a bafon
formed by the mountains. It is very low,
fince the Nile runs into it even by the ca-

nal of Tamieb (). In fhort, however the
mud

(9) The contrary happened formerly., As Lake
Meaeris received a greater quantity of waters by the ca-
nal
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mud may have gradually colleed in a fe~
ries of ages, it is ftill of a great depth, If
all thefe reafons cannot prevail upon us to
adopt the fentiments of the ancients, they
will at leaft compel us to fufpend our judg-
ment, and to examine the places and the
times, before we difmifs their narratives to
the region of chimeras.

The pyramids defcribed by Herodotus,
no longer exift. It appears even, that they
exifted not in the time of Auguftus, as
Strabo does not fpeak of them. In our
days, we may remark to the north of Bir-
ket Caroun, a promontory, which doubtlefs
was formerly an ifland. It is terminated
by a rock covered with ruins. This was
perhaps the foundation of thefe Maufolea,
which bore on their fummits two colofial
ftatues feated upon thrones, and which,
commanding the whole extent of the wa-
ters, muft have formed a coup d’eil un-
paralleled in nature. I do not give you

nal of Jofeph, which was deeper, and preferved them by
means of fluices, it reftored them afterwards to the Nile

when it was low, by the canals of Tamieh, and of
Bouch. '
- thefe
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thefe conjectures for realities ; but you wig
agree with' me, Sir, that it was not more
difficult to conftruét pyramids on an iflang
in the middle of Lake Mceris, ‘than 'to erec:
thofe which are near‘to Gifa. T ftop here,
and fear I have entered into details already
too tedious, but abfolutely neceflary, when
one withes to fearch out the truth from
amongft fo many contradictions, and is de-
firous of thewing it to thofe, who, like you,

Sir, paffionately admire it.

1 have the honour to be;.&c.
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LETTER XXIX.

AccounT oF THE CULTIVATION, anp
THE INHABITANTs oF Faroum.

Remarks on the productions of this province,
its manufaélures, arts, and inbabitants.
Defcription of the fields fhaded with groves
of orange-trees, and with rofe-bufbes of
great beight, the flower of which, by
diftillation, yields an excellent rofe-water.
Great fifbery of the lake and canals.
The numerous birds awhich cover the

waters. Account of the chief town, and
its government.

TO Mr. L- M.

Grand Cairo.

THE preceding letter, Sir, offers to
your mind difcuffions only, and no-
thing but ruins to your view. This every
man muft expe&, who withes to tear the
veil from thofe monuments, which time
has hid for three thoufand years. To make
up for it, I _am going to prefent you with
- the
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the prefent ftate of culture in the Faioum,
I hope this fubje® will furnith us with
more agreeable pictures. The approach
of winter forms here the gayeft feafon of
the year. The breath of the winds, in
general fweet, and perfumed as in the
fineft days of {pring in France, has fome-
thing ftill more flattering, more balfamic,
and odoriferous; the waters flow in full
ftreams in the canals, and the earth is
clothing herfelf with vegetables, herbs,
and harvefts. The images of beauteous
mature furround us on every fide, This
province is one of the richeft and moft
fertile in Egypt. See what Strabo faid
of it eighteen centuries before us (7):
¢ The province of Arfinoé furpafles all
¢ the reft, by -its beauty, its riches,
<« and the variety of its productions. It
¢ alone produces olives, whofe fruit is
“ excellent, and from which the Egyp-
“¢ tians might make fine oil, were they
“ not fo negligent. One fees none
““ of thefe trees in the reft of Egypt,

(r) Strabo, 1, 17 o

Vo, I, g4 £ “ except
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« except fuch as are cultivated in the
< gardens of Alexandria; but their fruit
« does not ferve to make oil /s). This
¢ prefecture abounds in wine, corn, ve-
« gctables, and feeds of every kind.”
If this hiftorian were to return into the
Fajoum, he would find a great alteration 3
he would there fee the labyrinth deftroyed,
cottages in the place of palaces, hamlets
built of mud, where flourifhing cities
once ftood, the canals nearly choked up,
and the fea of Mceris reduced to two
thirds of its extent; but he would fill
difcover the productions he has defcribed,
and the fame abundance wherever the wa-

ters can be conveyed. The Copti ({iill
cultivate there the olive and the vine,

planted by their fathers. They gather
an excellent grape, of which they make

(s) Since the canal of Alexandria is become dry
for nine months of the year, thefe gardens have
difappeared with the trecs, and olive plants col-
le@ed there. 1 have feen fome in the orchards
near Rofetta. They grow very large, and the olives
they produce are longer, and more flefhy than thofe
of the Ifle of Crete, and of Provence. I am per-
fuaded they would yicld very good oil.

a white



o G Y P 519

a white wine of a very agreeable fa-
vour (7). 'The whole country is 'at-'Prc.. .
fent covered with.corn, with barley, with
dourra, or Indian millet, which follow
each other in an uninterrupted fucceffion
during feven or eight months. = The fu-
perb flax, the fugar-cane, all forts of vege-
tables fpring up there almoft without cul-
ture. 'The cucumber, and near twenty
forts of melons, of a melting, fugary,
and very wholefome quality, line the banks
of the rivulets. Groves of fruit trees,
amongft which one difcovers the date--
tree, the fig-tree, the banana, the cafiia,
and the prickly nabc, which produces a
fmall pear, of a fharpith flavour, are here
and there difperfed over the plain, Amidit
this diverfity of trees and plants, the tra-
veller near the villages meets with groves

t) In the time of the Ptolemies, and under the
empire of the Romans, the environs of Alexandria
and the Sebennitic provinee, produced very famous
wine. The Mahometans have deftroyed thefe exs
cellent vine plants, The only ones they fpared
are in the proyince of the Faioum, JIn general,
the grape that grows in the fandy foil of Egypt,
is of an exquifite flavour,

Lla of
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of rofe-trees. In the other province this .
beautiful fhrub ferves only as an orna-
ment for the gardens. Here it is collected
in clomps, and the rofe-water diftilled
from its odoriferous flower, forms a valu
able branch of commerce. Faioum fur-
pifhes all Egypt with it. There is a vaft
confumption of it. In ceremonial vifits (),
it is fprinkled with profufion on the faces
and hands of the affiftants. At the bath,
the women wath their bodies with it, nor
can their toilet be completed without rofe-
water. Thefe clufters of rofe-trees, fome-
times f{urrounded by orange-trees in blof-
fom, produce a charming effet to the eye,
and ftill more delicious to the fmell. The
air around them is perfumed with the
odours and in this warm climate, under
fo ferene a fky, one has a more lively
fenfe of the voluptuoufnefs of breathing
the perfumes of the rofe, mixed with the
{weet emanations of the orange-flower.

(z) The rofe-ﬁ;gtgr of the Faioum has a very high
odour, which it preferves a long time, The beft is
fold at four livres a bottles

s | | To
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To ‘the treafures of a fertile foil, the
Fajoum joins the advantages of the fithery,
The canals and the great lake are ful]
of fith ; a prodigious quantity of them jg
taken, and confumed on the fpot, and
carried to the neighbouring markets. Fifh
is not dearer here than at Damietta. For
a medin (%), a man may procure .food

enough for a whole day.
When winter is covering the northern

countries with fnow and hoar freft, innu-
merable flocks of birds come to winter
on Lake Maris, and the canals of Fai-
oum. 'The inhabitants take a vaft quan-
tity of geefe with yellow plumage, and of
an exquifite flavour ; wild ducks, whofe
fleth is fat and delicate ; teals, {wans, of
whofe fkin they make furs, and pelicans,
remarkable for their large flat beak. The
latter, the kings of aquatic birds, navigate
in numerous families on the furface of
Lake Maris, and the whitenefs of their
plumage forms an agreeable contraft to

() A piece of plated copper, which is worth five
liards of our moncy.

L13 the
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the deep azure of the waters. The mo= " -
dern Egyptians have preferved the remains
of their ancient veneration for the ibis,
the crane, and the ftork.. They never
fpread their nets for them, and thefe birds,
truiting to the clemency of men, are almoft
tame.

What joy would it afford my heart to
be able to paint to you a free people in
the nidft of this land of plenty. But,
alas! the anarchy of a monftrous govern-
ment, the enemny of order, and of laws,
extinguifhes genius, and, like a peftilen-
tizl wind, depopulates the cities, and de-
ftroys the country and its inhabitants.
The fame men who, under a ferene fky,
and on a teeming foil, would have gentle
and amiable manners, and would enjoy
- the treufures of prodigal nature, and the
benefits of the arts, become barbarous,
fuperftitious, and miferable under the yoke
of twenty four infatiable tyrants, who
enrich themfelves with their fubftance.
Agriculture languifhes, and every year the

“{ands 6? Lybia' rob it of a portion of its
domain. The bgautiful provinces of He-
o raclea
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raclea and Arfinoé are at this day reduceg
to the third of their extent, if we confider
only the arable lands. By re-eftablithing
the dykes and the canals, they would reco-
ver their ancient limits, and the ﬂouriﬁling
ftate they once enjoyed. For the climate,
the foil, the waters are the fame. The
men only, and the laws have changed.
The cities of the Crocodile, of Hercu-
les, and Ptolemais, which ferved them
as a port, are replaced by that of the
Faioum, which in the time of Abulfeda
was ftill of fome confequence He fpeaks
thus of it (y). *“ Faioum, the capital
¢« of the province of that name, poflefles
¢ public baths, markets, and colleges,
¢ which are under the difcipline of the
“ (z) Chafeitesand the Melchites. The cae
¢ nal of Jofeph divides it into two parts. It
¢ is furrounded by gardens.” At prefent
Faioum is only half a league round; it is
fituated on the eaftern bank of the canal,
The remainder is deftroyed. The col~
leges fubfift no longer. The houfes, built

(y) Abulfeda, Defcription of Egyphfq

( z) Two Mahometan fe%
L1y with
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with brick, hardened in the fun, offer the
dreary afpect of a heap of cottages. Their
inhabitants are poor, and without energy ;
all the arts are reduced to fome manu-
fatures of mats, - fome clumfy carpets,
and the diftillation of rofe-water. This
town is governed by a Cachef, in the
name of one of the Beys of Grand Cairo,
Several Arabian Scheiks who poflefs lands
in the neighbourhood, compofe his coun-
cil : they repair to the Divan two or three
times a weck, according to the invi-
tations of the governor.  Their chief
is held in great eftimation. Harmony

cannot long reign amongft the members.

of adminiftration. The wars continually
breaking out at Grand Cairo, affe& the
tranquillity of the provinces. . The vic-
torious party deprives the poffeffors of
their governments and their lands. The
Arabs, who have been pillaged, join with
the Bedouins, who are always ready to
favour the malecontents, from the hope
of plunder. They defcend in torrents from
the: mountains, and fpread defolation over

the
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the plains. The undifciplined troops fene
againft them, produce no lefs havock,
The countryman is pillaged alike by his
enemy, and his defender. If the Arabs
are repulfed, they retire into the deferts
laden with booty. There, their hatred
againft the Turks ferments with the fire
of their fun, and when they feel them-
felves fufficiently in force, they return to
commit new ravages. Such is the fate of
Egypt. Such are the evils attendant on
defpotifm.

Permit me, Sir, to finith this letter by
an anecdote reported by Strabo, and which
proves to what a degree the attention
paid to the moft ferocious animals may
triumph over their ferocity. < The pre-
«¢ fecture of Arfinoé, fays he, reveres the
“¢ crocodile, and looks upon it as facred.
““ The priefts preferve one of them in a
s particular lake, and call it fouces (a).

(a) This word is taken from the Greek. It ap-
pears that the Egyptian name for the crocodile
was, Chemfah, which Herodotus gives, it, or perhaps
Themfab, as the Arabs call it

1 They



32 EE TR RS

«¢ They nourifh it with bread, fleth, and
« wine, which they give it in the pre-
« fence of ftrangers, attrated by this
« fpe@acle. Our hoft, one of the ref-
« pectable perfonages who fhewed us the
«¢ {acred things, conducted us after dinner
“ to the lake, carrying with him fome
- little cakes, fome roaft meat, and a vafe
«t filled with wine. The crocodile was
« repofing himfelf on the bank. The
< priefts approached him, one of them
¢¢ opened his mouth, another put-the cakes,
¢ and the fleth and wine into it. After
<¢ this repaft the monfter defcended quietly

¢ into the water, and {wam to thc other
€< ﬁde e

The Egyptians honoured the crocodile,
becaufe he was confecrated to Typhon,
an evil genius, whofe fury they dreaded.
They thought to calm his indignation,
and avert the calamities with which he
affliGted them, by honouring an animal
which was his {ymbolical image. The
eagernefs with which the inhabitants of
Cclcbes {eek after this monfler at this

day,
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day; the name of Sudara (), or &

ther, which they beftow upon it ;- the food
they carry it muit alfo be founded on the

ancient worthip of their country.

I have the honour to be, &c.

(%) Cook’s Voyage. Sir Jofeph Banks relates
fome curious faéts refpecting the veneration of the

inhabitants of Celebes for the crocodile.

LET-
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LETTER XXX;

TRAVELS IN THE DESART, ADjoIN-
ING To THE RED SEA.

Defeription of the Country, the mountams,
and the fands which it is neceffary to pafs
over in going to the monaflery of St. An-
thony. Obfervations on the plants which
grow in thofe defarts, on the animals
which inbabit it, and on the quarries of
marble and flint flones. Manner of living
of the religious belonging to the monaflery
of St. Anthony and St. Paul. Defcrip-

tion of the extenfive profpect from the top
of mount Colfoum.  Reflections on the

great events which bave bappened in that
gztarter.

To Mr. L. M.

Grand Cairo.

ET us continue ocur route, Sir. On
returning towards the Nile, by the
canal of Bouch, we leave behind us Mai-
doum,
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doum, where we remark the moft fou-
therly pyramid of Egypt, feveral iflands
with hamlets, and the ruins of Aplrodizo-
polis, which was fituated on the eaftern
bank where A¢£5 now ftands.

The canal we quit, formerly poured its
waters into the river for fix months of the
year. At prefent it conveys them the
whole year into lake Mceris, which does
not receive a fufficient quantity by Jo-
feph’s canal, half choked up as it is, to
be able to reftore any to the Nile.

Bouch affords nothing remarkable. The
houfes are built of brick, and the roofs
rife up in the form of pigeon-houfes.
The Egyptians dwell on the ground floor,
and the pigeons on the firft. This prac-
tice is general throughout the reft of the
Thebais. Thefe houfes make fome figure
at a diftance, but on entering them, one
~ difcovers nothing but figns of mifery in
the midft of an abundantly rich country.

For feveral leagues, the chain of moun-
tains which bounds the river on the
eaft, approaches it very near, leaving only
a {mall extent of country, fit for agricul-

ture,
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ture.. ‘This ftrip of land, which extends
along the foot of barren rocks, is inter-
fpcrfcd with villages, furrounded by cop-
pices, by harvefts, by vegetables, and
fruit trees. It is Nature decorated with .
her treafures at the entrance of the defert.
Afcending, we fall in with Benifouef, to
the weftward of the Nile. This town is
half a league in circumference, The
mofques, the lofty minarets one difcovers
through the tops of the trees, prefent an
agreeable coup-d’eeil ; but the other build-
ings are only cottages of-brick or earth,
built without elegance, and without tafte.
All the induftry of the inbabitants is con=~
fined to a manufadture of coarfe carpets ;
their whole commerce to the fale of the
produce of their foil.  Benifouef is the
refidence of a Bey, who, as well as the
other governors of Egypt, levies with an
armed force his arbitrary tributes. Du-
ring feveral months of the year, he en-
camps with his foldiers near the villages
under his jurifdiGion. After exhaufting
the fubfiftence of the countrymen, and
wrefting from them, by dint -of fear or
violence,
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violence, the fruit of their lai:ours, ‘he
fits down near another burgh to exaét fimi-
lar contributions. It is impoffible for me
to paint to you all the vexations exercifed
by thefe tyrants. The troops under their
command are entirely compofed of ban-
ditti, whofe crimes have driven them from
their country. Pity, and all the fenti-
ments of nature are extinguithed in their
hearts. To give you an idea of this, I
I thall only lay before you a fingle anec-
dote, which the Count d’Entragues, who
has juft left this country was a witnefs to.
His boat had ftopped near a village of the
Delta. One of thefe extortioners entered
the hut of a poor woman who had feve-
ral children : he prefled her to pay the
tax impofed by the Bey. She reprefented
her mifery, and told him, that {he pof-
fefled only one mat, and a few earthen
jars. He made a clofe fearch, and having
found a bag of rice, was preparing to carry
it off. She conjured him to defift, af-
furing him that this was her whole fubfift-
ence. < Will you then”, fays the,  make
“ me die of hunger, and this infant I am
“ fuckling,
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¢ fuckling, and all my family ?* The bar-
barian, unmoved at - thefe tender words,
and the fhower of tears he forced from
her, takes up the bag of rice. On this
the wretched mother in defpair, tears the
boy fhe was fuckling from her bofom,
and dafthed him on the earth. ¢ There,
“ monfter, his blood be on your head.”
After this frightful a&ion fhe inftantly
dried up her tears, and ftood motionlefs
as a ftatue. The favage foldier went off
with his prey, without difcovering the
Jeaft emotion ! Such is the unhappy lot of
the people of Egypt.

Over againft Benifouef ftands the village
of Baiad, partly inhabited by Copti. It
is from hence that one goes to the mo-
nafteries of St. Antony and St. Paul, fitu-
ated' on mount Colzoum. As thefe fa-
vage {pots merit the attention of naturalifts,
I fhall give you a hafty fketch of them.
It will afford you fome knowledge of the
defarts that extend from the Nzle to the
RedS ea. :

Two leagues to the north of Baiad, we

enter into & narrow valley, formed by Ge-
’ ' bel
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é¢l Gebei, the hill of the ciftern, and zz,.
jar. Mouffoums, the marked flone. This
gulley leads to.a fandy plain, called /-
kara, the cow. Mount Kalei/, or the hijll
of the well-beloved, terminates it to the
eaft. It is feven or eight leagues wide,
and much more from north to fouth: Its
whole extent prefents nothing to the eye
but a barren fand. - One finds only in the
chinks of the rocks, and by the fides of
the winter torrents, a little verdure, fome
acacias, which produce the gum-arabic,
fenna, fcorpion-wood, the crooked root of
which is famous as an antidote againft the
bite of that infect, and fome other plants:
Oftriches, camels, gazels, and tygers,
which make continual war on them, inha-
bit the caverns in the rocks, and bound
acrofs thefe fands, where they find with
difficulty a few patches of gras. One
finds here flints of various colours, red,
grey, black, and blue, and all of a very
fine grain; their furface, which is expofed
to the air, is waved and rugged: that
next the fand is polithed and brilliant.
Undoubtedly the attentive naturalift would

Vor. I. M m : find



find in the chinks of ‘the rocks, and' the
bed of the torrents; précious ftones; and
efpecially emeralds, formerly very' common
in Bgypt. - At the bottom of Mount
Kaleil there are fprings of brackifh water,
which is'drank in times of ncce{ﬁty. The
wild b_e'a\ﬁs, men themf€lves, have 1i6 othet
to quench their thirft with. . They are fiir<
roundcd.'by a few date-trees. - AbBove e
fee the grottoes of hermits, whom' the féra
vour of devotion had led,' in the firl¥ a-gés
of Chriftianity, into this dreadful folitude.-

After climbing up Mount Kafei, ‘we
defeend into ‘the plain ‘of ‘Eleraba, ov of
waggons, ‘which is not lefs fterile; nor lefs
ardent’thai” the formers" Tts furface is co4
vered with arid fands ;' it 'is furfounded by
burnt rocks ; a few winter torrents traveife
" it the fun.deftroys there every végétable
fubftance ; but whilft it deprivés plants
and trees of life, it matures in ‘thé fides
of the mountams the rareft ftones. To-
wards the north of this plain we difcover
three guarries of red, white, and- black

marble. - Blocks half hewn out of “the
s 35 941 “rock,



ON EGYPT -

rock; others dxfperféd around xt, announce
the labours of man.: :

It was here that the Pharraohs ‘thade
them hew thofe hard and polifhed ftones,
of which they formed the covering, and
the paffages' of (their fuperb. maufolea,
They were conveyed on waggons to the
Nilej from whence they were tranfported
on rafts to the foot of the pyramids /¢ /.
To the fouth of thefe quarries is another
of beautiful granite; which has been great-
ly worked. A refervoir of water, dug a
little way off, ferved the purpofes of the
workmen ; further on are grottoes of her-
mits, who could not in the whole world
have chofen a more favage dwelling, nor

(¢) Herodotus, Diodorus Siculus, and Pliny tell
us, that the marbles which ferved for the lining of the
pyramids, and the conftruétion of the paffages, were
brought from the mountains of Arabia. But as all
the eaftern part of Egypt between the Red Sea and
the Nile was called Arabia, there is reafon to be-
lieve that thefe beautiful ftones came from the quar-
ries I have been fpeaking of. The plain was called
¢l Araba, the waggons, from the quantity of carriages
employed in tranfporting thefe enormous maffes.

Mm g ' 'where
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where they might be more semote from
the intercourfe of mankind.

After pafling a part of Mount Col-
zoum, we arrive at the monaftery of St.
Anthony : it has no gate; one enters by
a window, into which the monks lift
the traveller by means of a pulley. Thefe
precautions are neceflary to fecure them
from the plunder of the Aribs. A lofty
and thick wall, a quarter of a league in
circumference, forms the enclofure of it.
A large garden, where various forts of fruit-
trees are cultivated, occupies a part of it,
In the other are to be feen the cells of the
monks, and a {mall church, where divine
fervice is celebrated. - A canal, which re-
ceives the waters from the mountains, con-
veys them into the monaftery. Though a
little brackifh, they fupply the wants of
life, .and the culture of fruits and vegeta-
bles. The religious Copti who inhabit it
devote themfelves to a moft auftere penance.
‘They obferve a rigid abftinence, and drink
‘wine only on the four great feftivals of
the year. A fort of pafte, feafoned with
the oil of fefame, falt-fith, honey, and the

produce
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produce of their garden, conflitute their
food. Schifm has corrupted the purity of
their doérine, and their obftinate attach-
ment to the errors of Monothelifm ig ex-
ceflive. - They imagine, however, they
pofic(s an ablolute empire over demons,
ferpents, and wild beafts.  Their fuperior,
when Father Sicard went to vifit them,
was labouring at the philofopher’s ftone.
Amidft a total renunciation of all the
comforts of focial life, he was occupied in
the refearch for gold !

Thefe monks preferve a great veneration
for the grotto of St. Anthony; it is an
obfcure habitation, dug out of the moun-
tain, where that father of the monaftic
life lived as in a tomb, furrounded by fha-
dows and defarts. A rock of a league
diameter, lofty and fteep, feparates this
convent from that of St. Paul. The im-
poflibility of getting over it obliges one to
make a circuit round the mountain, and it
is" two day’s work to get at it. This mo-
naftery, built on the caftern fide of mount
Colzoum, is alfo inhabited by Copti, as
miferable, as pious, and as ignorant as the

former,
- Mm 3 Seated _
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Seated on the fummit of Colzoum, the
Red Sea is at one’s feet; one difeovers at
a diftance that extremity, towards which
the chief of the Ifraglites is faid to have
paffed with, all his ‘people, between. the
fufpended  waves ; and to the fouth-eaft
the famous hills of Oreb and of : Sinai,
where he received the tables of the law,

The fight of thefe places leads to ferious
meditations. . One .contemplates around
one’s felf the countries whence have ori-
ginated the great religions which alternate-
ly have reigned upon the earth. That of
the Egyptians fubfifts no longer. The
Jewifh religion is not extiné, in {pite of
the difgraces of that reprobated people.
The Chriftian and the Mahometan f{ubfift
from one end of the univerfe to the other.
How fertile in wonders have been the
countries, the mountains, the fea, I am
contemplating from . this  elevation! the
hiftory of nations is filled with them, and
the barbarous inhabitants of thefe coun-
tries {lill preferve their memory..

Let us defcend from mount Colzoum,
and approach the Red Sga. Its fhores are

covered
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covered with innumerable fhells, Who{é’
beauty, fhape, and colours alternately at-
tract our eyes. It is difficult to choofe
out of fuch a variety. Marine plants cover
the rocks; the waters are filled with c¢o-
rals, fome ‘white, ‘and others red as fearlet.
Join ta thefe curious objects the variegated
marbles of the mountains, . the precious
mines they contain, the plants which grow
along. the torrents, the rare flints with
which the fands are ftrewed, and you will
admit, that all thefe riches well deferve
the attention of a naturalift. But in truth,
the knowledge of them muft be purchafed
by fo much fatigue and peril,” one muft be
fo long expofed to the plunder of the
Arabs, and to the burning heats of the fun,
that we ought not to be furprifed, if
no learned man has yet dared to furvey
thefe defarts. Let us quit them, Sir, and
return to the Nile, whofe banks are deli-

cious, after fuch a voyage.

I have the honour to 'bc, &c. .

Mm 4 LET-
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LETTER XXXL

RouTE FROM BAIAD TO ACHMOUNAIN.

Defeription of the towns and villages on both
banks of the river. Delineation of their
warious afpeits.  Account of their go-
vernment. Situation of the two branches
which form the great canal of Bahr
Youfeph,  Defeription of the facrifice
made to the Sun, engraved on a rock near
Babain.  Reflections on this fubjeit. Re-

marks on the principality of Melaoui, de-
pendent on Mecca, and on the magnificent
portico of Achmounain, with the adven-
ture of Father Stcard.

To Mr, L. M,

Grand Cairo.

T H E North wind that blows, Sir,
invites us to purfue our voyage.
Cne of the advantages of the fituation of
Egypt, is the enjoying this falutary wind
more
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more than nine months of the year. Be-
fide tempering the exceflive heats, diffipat-
ing the noxious vapours, and carrying into
Abyflinia the clouds whofe diffolution into
rain occafions the annual inundation of the .
. Nile, it ferves alfo to enable the boats to
afcend againft the rapidity of the current.
Let us take the advantage of this favour-
able gale, and fail towards the Upper The-
bais. Seated on the deck of our bark,
borne on the waters, which are on a level
with the banks, we have a full command
of the adjacent country, and a new fpecta-
cle is every moment opening to our view.
Already the minarets of Bensfouef lofe them-
felves in the horizon. Other villages ap-
pear in fight.  Here Berangieh lies con-
cealed under the fhade of date-trees. On
the other bank 4bou Ennour appears at the
foot of the mountains. Further off ftands
Bébé, where the Copti preferve the relics
of Saint George, embellithed by the rich-
nefs of the furrounding harvefts, for it pre=
fents nothing but cottages with a fmall
mofque. To the caftward is the com=
mences=



ﬁmﬁccmmf- of Gekal Etteir (d) the hill of
birds. 1t derives iits, name from the muls
titude of kitgs; . hawks, eaglss, Pharaph’
fowls, ‘and cormorants, which refts there, ta
hein readinefs to fall upon their prey. The.
woads which horder.the foat of the rocks arp
mhabxgﬁd by turtlesdoves, and gther fmall
birds, - Flgeks of ibifes, cranes, fwans.and-
ﬂQEl‘f’ ling: the banks of the river, and co-
ver the Nile during;the winter;  Flights of
pigeans darken the:air. | They;are more
numerous in; Egypt than in any other ¢ouns;
try on the earth,  Every hamlet, and every
town forms a yaft pigeon-houfe. = Their
cx,qrgmcnt is carcfully colleétcd, to dgng_
the melon plants. . : .‘
The burgh of Fechné, palleql Ft'mﬁz, in
the time of the Greeks, ftands. on the
weftern bank. The large ifland eppofite;.
raifes its verdant head above the'waters,
Variops yegetables, cucumbers, and excel-
lent melons,: partly' COVer it. . ._d_ﬁqu Girgé,

( d) The birds . of prcy are very numerous, a.nsl va-
rious in Egypt, becaufe they are never killed, and they
find plenty of food; fmall birds are more fcarce.

where
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where the” Copti have ‘2 convent; g yop
far from it.: Sé‘ﬁm#(zé' runs along the foog
of the hill of birds. - This fide is inhabited
by independent Arabs, who- pillage ‘C?C;'y
boat ' they.can furprife, and wh'en"u-bops
are fent againft them, they penetrate inta
the deferts, whofe fources they alonc ‘are
acquainted * with, and where the ‘Turks
dare not follow them. When the ftorm
is over, they return in force to refume
their poﬂ'cﬁions “The traveller fhould
always be on' his guard, ‘march thh arms,
ftand fentry, fire mufket-thot from time
to time dufring the night, and fuffer no
boat to come near his, otherwife he
runs a great rifk of bcmg robbed and mur-
dered. -

The eye naturally turns away from the
eaftern bank, lined with barren rocks, to
repofe itielf on the teeming ficlds which
appear to the weftward. The earth is
cultivated on that fide to the very borders
of the river. The ifle of Svbra contains
a hamlet in a moft beautiful pofition.” It
is placed emongft the trees, in the middle
of harvefts, of verdure, and of water. What

charming
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charming habitations might 'a polithed
people form in the iflands of the Nile !
The curious might there colleé the trees
of eyery warm climate. He might plant
there, whole woods of oranges, myrtles,
pomegranates, and rofe-trees. . The Ara-
bian jeflamine, the odoriferous fhrubs, the
magnolia of America, would grow won-
derfully well there. The perfumed pine-
apple, the banana, the orange, the moft
delicious fruits,: would amply repay him
for his labour. Surrounded by the arts,
and by that nature which he would have
embellithed, his happy days would glide
away under the thade of enchanted thickets.
Thefe, Sir, are only wifhes thrown into
the uncertainty of the future ; but grant
me, at leaft, the confolation of thinking,
that they will one day be realized.

We arrive at the port of Munich, a pretty
confiderable town. It is handfome, po-
pulous, and commercial, It is the refi-
dence of a Cachef. A cuftom-houfe is
eftablithed here, and the boats which def-
cend from the Said, are obliged to ftop,
and to pay a duty according to the mer-

chandife
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chandize they carry. We find here co-
lumns overturned, and the remains of an-
cient edifices. It is not improbable that
they are the ruins of (e) Cynopolis, placed
by Strabo and Ptolemy above . Feneh;,
The inhabitants of this, city held the dog
in great veneration. The priefts nourithed
them with facred meat, in honour of Anu-
bis, the companion and guardian of Ofi-
ris (f): . .Strabo lays down Oxyrinchus at
fome diftance from Cynopolis, in the in-
terior of the country. Scattered marbles,
and heaps of rubbifh, lying round Bebnefz,
on Jofeph’s canal, determine the pofition
of that ancient city [g/, where the fith
called oxyrinchus by the Greeks was looked
upon as facred.

This long plain, which extends between

the Nile and Babr Ioufeph, is of the

(¢) The city of Dogs.

(f) Strabo, 1. 17. :

(z) Mr. Pocock lays down Quyrinchus in the fpot
occupied by Girge. This pofition does not appear
to me exad, fince Strabo pofitively fays that Oxyrin-
chus was not on the banks of the Nile, but within
the country. '

greateft



542 LETTE RS

greateft ‘béauty. Theé ¢orn, ‘the barley,
the flax; the beans, fown in fields furround-
éd by rivulets, grow theré in abundance,
The dourra, and the fugar-cane‘, fife there
toa great height.  All the p]ants ate
vigorous and full of fap ; 4ll the trees are
lo#ded with'fruit. - The picture of abun=
dance continually reereates the fight ; but
it is' disfigured by the appedranée of the
peafant covered ~with rags; ‘and thofe
earthen huts where hé thuts him{elf up a
prey to mifery, after bedéwing with the
{weat of his brow, the rich harvéft he has
been gathering, but not for him. It is
true then that wholefome laws do more
for the happinefs of nations, than all the
treafures of nature.

The village of Gerabié is oppofite to
Minieh. Higher up is the burgh of Saoua-
di. It is here that the grottoes of the
Thebais commence, fo famous for the
aufterity of the anchorites, who retired thi-
ther in the firft ages of the church.  They
extend the fpace of twenty leagues, even
over againft Manfelout. They are quarries

2% dug
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dug. by. the Egyptians; and the shicrogly.
phics: omfecs an- ﬂlﬂﬂi ‘eonfirin thq& mi,
tiquity. bar 35:00m3

A foreﬁ of datettrkos bcgms hbavﬁ
Savundiy and: defcends: to 'the bank:of the
river.  The 'ifle: ofl1Sakra is:dt. -no great
diftance from it. [ Nillages .eantinually
fucceed ‘each: other. - Theirl contiguity; the
varietyt of their afpeéts, the: number of theit
inhabitants}’ render the:}nt{capes entirely
lively, and  highly diverfified . : Near to
Rodda one diftinguifhes' the entrafice of one
of the branches of ~Babr: Joufeph ». the
other is higher vp.at; the village .of  Zds
rout Bchcherif. + Mr. Notden. has: only
laid down the former; abd:F alhdr Sicard
only the latter§ they ftill fubfift. . i, f.0..
- Defcending the .canal ‘of Raa’a’&, whofo
banks are.charming;:wé enter intp ) the
great bed of Babr doufephy on the fideof
which ftands the wvillage-of Aboufir. A
league to the fouthwardy we crofs the. riins
of an ancient, town,  from «the: remains of
which the burgh: of Babain has enrichéd
itfelf. At {fome diftance heyond sit ous

attention is fixed by a curious menument;
It

it 23917
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It is a rock fmoothed with' the point of the
chifel, in the depth of which a grotto of
fifty feet diameter, and fix deep, is hewn,
The bottom reprefents a facrifice offered to
the fun.  Thisluminary is there fculptured
in demi-relievo. On the right two priefts,
decorated with pointed caps, lift up their
arms towards him, and touch with their
fingers'the extremity of his rays. Behind
them, two children' with their heads
drefled in the fame manner, hold in their
hands full cups, deftined for the libations.
Three piles, {upported by feven vafes with
their handles, and placed below the fun,
bear on their fummits flaughtered lambs.
On theleft we difcover two young girls,
attached only to the flone by the feet and
back. The Arabs have knocked off their
heads, and disfigured them with their
lances. =~ Various hieroglyphics compofe,
undoubtedly, the hiftory of this facrifice,
which I imagine was an offering to Jupi-
ter Ammon, a fymbolical divinity, by
which the ancient Egyptians denoted the
fun entering the. fign of the ram. This
animal was confecrated to him, and the
‘ com-

-



ON EGYPT %

commencement of the aftronomical year,
and the renewal of the light, was cele..
brated by this circumftance. = This monu-
ment, hewn out of a hard ftone, muft pafs
to the lateft pofterity. _
Near to Babain is Touna (b). Between
this village and that of Aboufir we trace
the ruins of an ancient aqueduét of brick,
which conveyed the waters to the foot of-
the mountains. Keeping along the banks
of Babr Ioufeph, we arriveat Tarout Ecche-
rif, where this great ganal has its prin--
cipal entrance. Mela.a* is three leagues’
diftant from it to the north. It is a hand-
fome town, fituated in a fertile plain. Fhere
is a confiderable market here. Every ar-
ticle is to be met with in abundance, and
ata very low price. Malaous and feveral
villages which furround it, compofe a {mall
principality, which was formerly given to -
Mecca. The Emir Hayi, or the Prince of
the caravap, had the privilege of fending

(h) This is the city called by Strabo the Upper Tanis,
and near to which he lays down the courfe of the great
canal. Here are the ruins of a temple of the fun,

Vor. 1. N n thither

-
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thither a Sandar (i) to govern it. The latter -
{ends to Grand Cairo confiderable tributes in
grain, which he draws from the inhabitants,
and the Emir Haji conveys them to the
Cherif of Mecca.

The village of Achmounain, four miles to
the north of Melaoui, is remarkable for the
ruins it contains. ~Amongft the heaps of
rubbifh it is furrounded’ with, one admires
a fuperb portico, that has fuffered nothing
from time. It is one hundred feet long,
twenty-five wide, ,and is fuppdrted by
twelve columns, Which have only a plain
fafcia by way of capital. ‘Each column is
compofed of three blocks of granite, form-
ing in all fixty feet in height, by twenty-
five in circumference. The block which
refts upon the bafe is fimply rounded, and
loaded with hieroglyphics, which commence
with a pyramid. The two others are fluted.
The columns are ten feet diftant from each
‘other, except the two middle ones, which,

(#) Sandar fignifies governor and general of the ar-
my ; the perfon invefted with this character unites the
civil and military power.

ferving
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ferving for the entrance, leave between
them an interval of fifteen feet. Ten enopw
mous ftones cover the whole extent of the'
portico. Over them is a double row,
The two middle ones, which rife in the
form of a pediment, furpafs the others
in height and thicknefs. One is firuck
with aftonithment at ‘ghe fight of thefe
mafles of rocks that the art of man has
been able to elevate to the height of fixty
feet.  The frieze which goes round it, is
covered with hieroglyphics very well carved.
We fee the figures of birds, of infe@s, of
men f{eated, to whom others feem to make
offerings, and different forts of animals.
This is probably the hiftory of the time,
the place, and the deity in whofe honour
this monument was raifed. The portico
was painted red and blue. Thefe colours
are effaced in many places; but the low-
er part of the architrave which furrounds
the colonnade, has preferved a gold colour
aftonifhingly lively. * It is .the fame with
the cei]ing,‘ where the ftars of gold thine
upon an azure fky with a dazzling bril
"Nn 2 liancy,
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liancy. This monument, conftructed be=
fore the conqueft of the Perfians, has nei-
ther the elegance, nor the purity of the
Grecian architeCture; but its folidity,
which it feems impoflible to deftroy, its .
awful fimplicity, and its majefty, command
admiration. What ideas muft we enter-
tain of the tcrnplc,'or the palace, of which
this announced the entry ? I will confefs to
you, Sir, that one cannot but be greatly fur~
prifed at finding amidft Arabian and Turkifh
huts, edifices which feem to have been the
works of genii. Their antiquity fill adds
to their eftimation. Efcaped from the ra-
vages of deftru&ive conquerors, ftamped
with the impreffion of ages, they impofe a
fort of veneration on the contemplating
traveller.  The modern Egyptians behold
with indifference thefe beautiful remains
of antiquity, and fuffer them to fubfift,
only becaufe it would be too expenfive to
deftroy them. Superftition and ignorance
lead them to imagine, that they contain
treafures ; accordingly, they do not per-
mit travellers to take a faithful drawing of

them.
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them. One expofes one’s life in making
the attempt. I fhall relate to you what
happened to Father Sicard whilft he was
admiring the beauty of the portico of _4.5-
mounain, *“ Light not your cenfer,” fays
the Arab his condufor gravely to him,
< for fear we fhould be furprized in the
“¢ fact, and that we fuffer for it.”—¢ What
< do you mean? I have neither cenfer, nor
¢ fire, nor incenfe.”—¢¢ You laugh at ‘me;
¢¢ a ftranger like you would not come here
¢ merely from curiofity.—And what then ?
¢« —I*know that by your fkill you are ac-
“ quainted with the place where the great
¢ cheft full of gold is hid, which our fa-
«¢ thers left us. If your cenfer was feen,
¢« it would foon be imagined that you
«¢ came here to open our cheft by your
“¢ magic words, and carry off our trea-
o« nrees

Such, Sir, is the general opinion of the
modern Egyptians, with refpect to the
Europeans. They look upon us all as ma-
gicians, and imagine that by taking only
the dimenfions of their antiquitics, we have

Nn 3 the
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the power of carrying off their treafures.
Accordingly, they never fee you write, or

take drawings, without anxiety, and they
prevent it as much as poflible.

1 have the honour to be, &c.

L E T
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DESCRIPTION OF THE COUNTRY FROM
ACHMOUNAIN To ACHMIM.

Defeription of Enfiné, beretofore Antinoé,
built by Adrian, in bonour of bis favourite
Antinous. Extent of that city. Columns
qnd gates remaining there of a beautiful
architeture.  Thefe monuments not com-
parable with the portico of Achmounain,
Details on the principal towns fituated on
the banks of the Nile, with the compara-
tive geography of their ancient and modern
pofition.  Defeription of Achmim, for-
merly Chemmis or Panopolis: ~ Remarks
on the remains of the ancient temple flill
Subfifting in the time of Abulfeda, and on the
ferpent Harridi, with which the Mabome-.

tan priefts deceive the people.
To Mr. L. M.

Grand Cairo.
E T us quit the portico of Achmounain,
and crofs the Nile, to vifit the remains
Nng of



553 Bk F TS E RS

of Antinoé. Abulfeda gives us the follow=
ing account of it (£) : ¢ Enfiné, (the name
¢ given it by the Arabs), contains remark-
¢ able ruins of ancient monuments. It is
¢ fituated towards the middle of the Said,
« to the eaft of the Nile, and is dependent
¢ on the province of Achmoundin, which is
¢ on the other fide. It is an ancient city,”
adds the geographer of Nubia, ¢ furround-~
‘ ed by a well-cultivated country, abound-
““ ing in fruits and harvefts. Itis vulgarly
«¢ called the city of the Magi (/), becaufe it
¢ 15 from thence that Pharaoh made them
“ come to his court.”

1 fhall add fome particulars to what are
mentioned by thofe geographers, in order to
make you better acquainted with the pre-

(#) Abulfeda, defcription of Egypt.

(!) Antinoé was built near the ruins of Abydus,
where the Egyptians revered the oracle of the God Befa.
This oracle, one of the moft ancient of Egypt, was
£ill famous in the time of the Emperor Conftantius.
Ammianus Marcellinus, book 1g. fays, that all the
neighbouring people went to confult him, and afflem-
bled at a certain period to celebrate feftivals in his ho=
nour. This is the reafon why the Arabs call Antinog,
fituated near Abydus, the city of the Magi.

fent
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fent ftate of thefe places. Adrian, whofe
thameful vices tarnithed the fplendor of
the moft brilliant qualities, having loft his
favourite Antinous in a journey in Egypt,
wifhed to erect a lafting monument to his
memory. He founded a city of his name; he
marked out the plan upon an even foil, and
built it with a royal magnificence. It was
half a league in circumference ; two prih-
cipal ftreets, of forty-five feet wide, which
interfe¢ted each other at right angles, tra-
verfed its whole extent. The others were
narrower, but equally ftraight. The two
largeft terminated by four gates, fome of
which ftill fubfift ; the handfomeft has three
vaulted entries ; that of the middle is forty
feet high, by twenty-two in width, and
twenty thick ; the other two are {maller.
Each of the fagades of this edifice is orna-
mented with four pilaftres in das relief,
the Corinthian capitals of which, with the
leaf of the acanthus, have a confiderable
projection. This beautiful gate was fur-
rounded by eight Corinthian columns, of
the fame height with itfelf, One only has

cicaped the ravages of time, and of men;
the
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the reft are cither mutilated or deftroyed
but the pedeftals remain entire. Befides
this edifice, one difcovers in different quar-
ters of the town, heaps of rubbith, which
announce temples or palaces deftroyed. If
we may judge from the diftances of the
pedeftals along the ftreets, they were bor-
dered by a colonnade, which formed a por-
tico on each fide, and allowed the inha-
bitants to walk fheltered from the fun.
This architeCture muft have formed a
charming coup-d’eeil. Befides thefe em-
bellithments, one of the {quares was orna-
mented with four large pillars of the Corin-
thian order, three of which have perifhed ;
their bafes alone remain. 'The fourth is in
perfect prefervation ; it is about fifty feet
high. The fhaft is compofed of feveral
ftones. On the firk is carved an orna-
ment of oak leaves.  One reads on the pe-
deftal a Greek infcription, half effaced/m ),
which

(m) This infcription begins with thefe words: T
the profperity of the Emperor 'Ca'ﬁar, QMarcus Aurelius
Severusy, Alexander, piousy happy. « « -+ Aurelius being
prefeét of the new Greeks of A’ntmae, iﬂ’ c. Weread it

on two of the pedeftals ; it is almoft obliterated an the
two
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which dedicates it to the emperor Alex-
ander Severus. The fenate of Alexandria,
loaded with his bounty, had already erect-
ed to him the famous column I have fo
much talked of to you; it elevated thefe
other four in his honour, after his triumphs
over the Perfians; for the foliage of oak
which crowns the bafe of that which fub-
fifts, was the fign of victory amongft the
Romans. Such, Sir,.are the beft pre-
ferved monuments to be remarked amongft
the ruins of Autined, Did not the in=
fcriptions, and the teftimonies of hiftorians
make known the founder of this city, the
arches of the gates (), the capitals of the
pillars, the deficiency of hieroglyphics
would inform us, that it is not the work of
the Egyptians. We admire in them that
tafte, that elegance, the Romans learnt
from the Greeks; but we do not behold

two others. See Father Sicard, Lettres Edifiantes;
who gives this infcription in Greek.

(n) In none of the monuments remaining to us of
ancient Egypt, dowe fee an arch or column of any of
the Grecian orders, but flones of an aftonifhing fize,
covered with hieroglyphics, |

that
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that majefty, that folidity, that marvellous
~grandeur which the people of Egypt knew
how to ftamp on their monuments, and
which other nations have never been able
to attain. The remains of Antinoé, in
fpite of their magnificence, are very trifling
in comparifon with the portico of 4c5-
mounain, though it be fifteen hundred years
older.

Near to this city are’ the ruins of the
ancient Abydus, where men reforted to
confult the oracle of the God Befa. A
convent of dervifes, called Cheit Abaide,
ftands on its fite. . Towards the end of
the fourth century, Antinoé was peopled by
Chriftians. Palladius affures us, that there
were twelve convents of virgins there, and
feveral others inhabited by Monks. It is
perhaps to this prodigious increafe of celi-
bacy within fo {mall a town, that its ruin
may be attributed.

There are ftill feveral Coptic monafteries
in the environs, the monks of which pafs
their time in mifery and ignorance. The
fertile plains, which, according to'the Nu-
bian geographer, furrounded Enfiné, have

difappeared
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difappeared ‘with their “inhabitants; ang
given place to fands and defarts. .+

Let us re-imbark, Sir; ‘and afcend the
great river. ~ Behold in that mountain to
the eaft, that range of grottocs, hereto-
fore inhabited by pious anchorites.  The
hiftory of the church has celebrated their
abftinence, Fruit, bread, and water, com=~
pofed their nourithment.  This auftere
and contemplative life is lefs furprifing in a
warm climate, where temperance in eating
and drinking is a matter of neceffity, and
contemplation an- enjoyment. From their
cells they difcovered the Nile, the groves,
the harvefts, and that crowd of boats which
navigate on it day and night. But what
is aftonithing, is, that they fhould have
had the refolution to remain idle their
whole lives in the midft of that perpetual
movement, the {pectacle of which they had
continually before their eyes. Thefe grot-
toes extend as far as Manfelout. This lit-
tle town, fitvated to the weft, in the mid-
dle of a fertile country, is governed by a
Cachef. The Turks have different mofques

there. Oppofite to it appears a Coptic con-
vent,
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vent, into which one mounts by a pulley; a
precaution the monks are obliged to make
ufe of, againft the rapacious Arabs.

The burgh of Salzem fhews itfelf at a
diftance by its lofty pigeon-houfes of a
fquare form. A little higher we coaft
along an ifland of fome length, and en-
ter 2 creek of the Nile which leads to
Siout (o). This is a large town, well
built, and very populous. - A lake is dug
there, from which they water the grounds.
The gardens abound with vegetables and
fruit trees. Its fituation on an artificial
eminence, apprizes us that it is built on
the fite of an ancient town. According-
ly we difcover the veftiges of Lycopolis,
where the wolf was regarded as a facred
animal.

Aboutig is on the fame fide, at half a
league from the river. It is a very gay

: ( ¢) Pocock thinks that Sisut is the fame with A-
teapolis. He is miftaken : Anteopolis is ]aidl down by
Ptolemy higher up, and on the other bank.

Strabo, lib. 17, places Lycopolis above the ‘canal
which throws itfelf into lake Tanis. This is a fault
of the copyift ; we fhould read, lake Meris.

little
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little town. * It ftands on the fite of _4j,-
#is, mentioned by Stephen of Byzantium.
The Turks flill cultivate here, as in the
time of Abulfeda (¢), the poppy, from
which they make opium. The rich take
it with voluptuoufnefs, to procure them-
felves agreeable vifions. The common
people content themfelves with taking faft-
ing, little balls of the leaf of hemp chop-
ped, which produce the fame effects.
Aboutig is governed by an Emir.  The
yoke of thefe Arabian princes is not fo
heavy as that of the Beys. Under their
empire the people enjoy more tranquillity,
and are lefs expofed to the ravages of the
undifciplined troops of Cairo; nay, one
often finds in thefe old men that impartial
juftice, that humanity, that affecting ten-
dernefs, with which the ancient patriarchs
ruled their families.

The burgh of Settefé, above Aboutig, re-
prefents the fmall city of Apollo. It is
fituated inland, and is partly inhabited by
Copti. During the travels of Father Si-

(¢) Abulfeda, defcription of Egypt.
card,
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card, a very fingular accufation was form-
ed againft him (7). Two Chriftians of
the country came to the governor, and
told him that this ftranger was preparing
to nail up the banks of the Nile with magic
nails, and to divert the inundation by his
enchantments. This declaration greatly
embarrafied the Arab prince. He would
have apprehended the learned miffionary,
had not a Janiffary, who travelled with
him, become refponfible for his perfon,
and maintained, that the Copti were ca-
lumniators. = This anecdote is {ufficient to
give you an-idea of the ignorance and fu-
perftition of the modern Egyptians.
Amongft the numerous villages' which
border on the Nile, we rémark Théwé,
governed by a Cachef, and oppofite to alarge
ifland, the afpe of which is dehrrhtful On
the other fide, S#n, anciently Selinon, hides
itfelf at the foot of the mountains. Kau
Elkebire prefents nothing but a miferable
burgh built on' the ruins of Anteopolis.
This city contained the magnificent tem-

{r) Lettres edifiantes;

plé,
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ple;- which the Egyptians, according. to .
Diodorus Siculus, built in honour of An-
tezus, who was overcome by Hercules.
No part of it is remaining but the portico,
fupported by huge columns, and. covered .
with large ftones. One of them may be
diftinguifhed, thirty feet long by five wide..
The ceiling, painted with gold and azure,
has preferved the livelinefs of its colours.
The Turks have converted it into a ftable,.
where they colle& their herds. Accord-
ingly, this magnificent portico is full of
filth, Such is the value they annex to the
moft beautiful works of antiquity.

On the eaftern bank we meet with a
chain of villages, Cowm elarab, Mechta,
and Chabtoura, over againft Zem Eddin.
A branch of the Nile inclofes the burgh
of Tatha, governed by a Cachef. Nothing
can be more agreeable than the adjacent
plains, frether than their verdure, nor
richer than their harvefts, They owe
thefe advantages to the waters of the river
which furround them. The city of Venus,
on whofe ruins Zatha is built, could not
have been better placed. Above Tatha

Vou. I. 0o we



we coaft along the ifle of Chandousl, and
at length difcover on the edge of the hori-
zon, the lofty minarets of Achmim.

« Achmim,” fays Abulfeda, < is a large
« town of Upper Egypt, fituated on the
« eaftern bank of the Nile. One ad-
¢ mires there a temple, which is com-
¢« parable to the moft celebrated mo-
< numents of antiquity. It is conftructed
s with ftones of -a furprifing fize, on
¢ which are fculptured innumerable  fi-
¢ gures. Doulnoun (s) ‘was a native of
¢ Achmim.” ‘Though this town be fal-
len from its ancient fplendor, it is ftill one
of the moft beautiful of Upper Egypt.
An Arab prince commands there. The
police is well attended to.” The ftreets are
wide and clean, and commerce and agri-
culture flourith. It has a manufadtory of
cotton, ftuffs, and pottery, which are con-
veyed.over all Egypt. It is the fame that

(s) This Doulnoun has written a treatife cal-
led Elmgjarebat, the Experiments, a copy-of -which
is certainly amongft the manufcripts in the king’s
.Hbrary. . s

JHero-
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Herodotus (#) calls Chemmis, and Strabg.
Panapolis (u). It has loft its ancient edj-
fices, and much of its extent, fince the
_ruins of the temple, defcribed by Abulfeda,
are without its limits, to the north. No-

thing remains of it but fome ftones, fo

large that the Turks have not been able

to move them. They are covered with

hieroglyphics, and one of them of an ex-

traordinary fculpture.  There are traced

on it four concentric circles, in a {quare.

The innermoft of thefe contains a fun. The

two fucceeding ones, divided into twelve

parts, contain, one, twelve birds, the other,

twelve animals almoft effaced, which ap-

pear to be the figns of the zodiac. = The

fourth has no divifions, and prefents twelve -

human figures (). The four feafons oc-

cupy

(t) Herodotus fays, that Perfeus was a native of
this city, and that his defcendents have eftablithed

feftivals there in his honour.
(u) The city of Pan.  This god was worihipped

here.

(x) 1 imagine thefe figures reprefent the twelve

gods, the twelve months of the year, the twelve figns

of the zodiac. The Egyptians, fays Herodotus, are
Qo2 the
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‘cupy the angles of the fquare, on the fide
of which may be diftinguithed a globe
with wings. It is probable that this
ftone belonged to a temple dedicated to
-the fun, that the whole of thefe hierogly-
phics marks his paffage into the figns of
the zodiac, and his courfe, whofe revolu-
tion forms the year, This ftone is a proof
that the Egyptians poflefled aftronomical
knowledge from the moft remote antiquity.
The columns of this temple have been part-
ly broken to'make lime, and millftones.
‘Some of them have been tranfported into
one of the mofques of Aehmim, where they

are placed without tafte ; others are heaped
up in the fquares of this town.

I cannot leave _Achmim, Sir, without
telling you of a ferpent which is the won-
der of the country. Upwards of a cen-
tury ago, a religious Turk called Scheilt
Haridi died here. He pafled for a faint
among the Mahometans.. They raifed a
monument to him, covered with a cupola,
at the foot of the mountain. The people

the firft who divided the year into twelve months, and
employed the names of the twelve gods.  Bosk Jecond.

flocked
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flocked from all parts to offer.up their
- prayers to him. One of their priefts,
adroitly profiting by their credulity, per-
fuaded them that God had made the foul
of Scheilk Haridi pafs into the body of
a ferpent. Many of thefe are found in the
Thebais, which are harmlefs. He had
taught one to obey his voice. He ap-
peared with his ferpent, dazzled the vul-
gar by his furprifing tricks, and pretended
to cure all diforders. Some lucky inftances
of fuccefs due to nature alone, and fome-
times to the imagination of the patients,
gave him great celebrity. He foon con-
fined his ferpent Harid: to the tomb, pro-
ducing him only to oblige princes, and
perfons capable of giving him a handfome
recompenfe. The fucceflors of this prieft,
brought up in the fame principles, found
no difficulty in giving fanétion to {o advan-
tageous an error.  They added to the
general perfuafion of his virtue, that of
his immortality. They had the boldnefs
even to make a public proof of it. The
ferpent was cut in pieces in prefence of
the Emir, and placed for two hours under

a vafe. At the inftant of lifting up the
vafe,
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“yafe, the priefts, no doubt, had the addrefs
to {ubftitute one exactly refembling it, A
miracle was proclaimed, and the immor-
. tal Haridi acquired a frefh degree of confi-
deration.  This knavery procures them
great advantages. The people flock from
all quarters to pray at this tomb; and if
the ferpeat crawls out from under the
ftone, and approaches the fuppliant, it is a
fign that his' malady will be cured. You
may imagine, that he does not appear
till an offering has been made propor-
tioned to the quality and riches of the
different perfons. In extraordinary cafes,
where the fick perfon cannot be cured
without the prefence of the ferpent, a pure
virgin muft come to folicit him. To
avoid inconveniencies on this head, they
take care to choofe a wery young girl indeed.
She is decked out in her beft clothes, and
crowned with flowers. She puts herfelf
in 2 praying attitude, and as the priefts are
inclined, the ferpent comes out, makes
circles round the young fuppliant, and
goes and repofes on her. The virgin,
accompanied by a vaft multitude, carries
him in  triumph, amidft of the gene-

ral



ON EGYPT. =
ral acclamation. No human reafoning
would perfuade thefe ignorant and credy-
lous Egyptians that they are the dupes
of a few impoftors. They believe in
the ferpent Haridi, as firmly as in the
prophet.  The Chriftians of the coun-
try have no more doubts of his vir-
tue, than the Turks; but they maintain
that this ferpent is the dzmon Afmo- -
deus, who' flew the feven hufbands of
Tobit’s wife, brought by the angel Ra-
phael to this place, after metamorphofing
him, and that God makes ufe of him to
deceive the infidels. The ferpent has
played a very aftonithing part in the hif-
tory of mankind. He feduced Eve. By
the order of Mofes, he devoured thofe of
the Egyptians. He made Alexander of
Abonotica pafs for a god. He cures at
this day the inhabitants of Achmim.

This ferpent is of the kind defcribed
by Herodotus, and which were held fa-
cred in ancient Egypt. They were called
Agatho daimon, Good Geniuvs, and they
were the emblem of Crepb, a {ymbolical
Deity, who denoted the Divine Goodnefs.

I have the honour to be, &c.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME,
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