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T O 

M O N S I E U R , 

Brother to the King of 

F R A N C E . 

M o N S E I G N E U R , 

' I ^ H E favourable reception with which 

you have honoured my former 

works, encourages me to publish the ob-

fervations I had an opportunity of making 

in the courfe of my travels. I f your H i g h -

nefs w i l l deign to permit me to prefix your 

name, my wifties w i l l be complete. I 

fliall efteem that favour as an aifurance 
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iv D E D I C A T I O N , 

of the public approbation, and (hall the Jefs 

regret thofe obftacles, which fufpended 

my zeal at the moment that I was about 

to undertake more important inquiries. 

I am, 

W i t h the moff profound refpecl, 

Your Highnefs's moil: obedient, 

and mofl humble fervant, 

S A V A R Y . 

P R E -



P R E F A C E . 

A J p R A V E L S are the m o d initrudlive 

fchool of man. It is by travelling 

that he acquires a knowledge of his fel

low creatures; it is by l iving amongft 

different people, by ftudying their man

ners, their religion, and government, that 

he finds a point of comparifon which 

enables h i m to judge of the manners, the 

religion, and government of his own coun

try. Surrounded by the prejudices of 

education, enflaved by cuftom, until he 

quits his native country, he views other 

nations only through an opake medium, 

which, varying their forms and colours to 

his fight, muft neceffarily induce a falie 

judgment of the objects. H e w i l l be afto-

nifhed at their errors, although he h i m -

felf pays a tribute to others, to the ful l 

as 



as f inking; he wi l l laugh at the abfur-

dity of their cuffoms, himfelf a Have to 

as great extravagancies. 

But after examining with deliberate 

attention, the manners and the genius 

of different people, after calculating the 

precife influence of education, laws, and 

climate, on their natural and moral qua

lities, he wil l extend the iphere of his 

ideas, reflexion wi l l throw off the yoke 

of prejudice, and break the bonds with 

which cuftom has enchained his reafon. 

It is then that, looking towards his own 

country, the bandage wil l drop from his 

eyes, the erroneous opinions he has there 

formed wil l vanifh, and every thing wi l l 

bear a different afpect. 

Before he fets out on his travels, it is 

neceffary that he mould be thoroughly 

acquainted with geography and hiftory. 

The former wil l point out the local the

atre of great events, the latter wil l recall 

them to his memory. Enlightened by this 

two-fold luminary, in travelling through 

the eaftern world, the fcene of the mofl 

aftonifhing" revolutions, which have more 

than once changed the furface of the 

, globe, 



P R E F A C Ei v i i 

globe, every object w i l l be animated u n 

der his footfteps. T h e marbles, the ruins, 

the very mountains w i l l fpeak to his u n 

demanding and his heart. Here, under a 

rude bed of brambles, he wi l l read the 

following words, with which his coun

try honoured the manes of a hero: Sta, 

Viator, Heroem c ale as. That rock, whofe 

precipice projects over the profound abyffes 

of the fea, w i l l recall to his memory the 

unhappy fate of that defpairing lover, 

whofe fublime and animated verfes de-

fervedly procured her the title of the 

tenth mufe. Thofe ruins, the fad remains of 

two celebrated republics, w i l l revive the 

recollection of man, ennobled by the love 

of liberty, his enlarged foul, and all the 

faculties of mind and body in the highelt 

flate of perfection. W h a t multiplied com-

parifons between the paff and prefent fitua-

tion of human affairs w i l l recur to his ima

gination ! H o w immenfe the chain of 

events he has to purfue! But he w i l l 

content himfelf with marking the great 

leading features, and with laying before 

his reader thofe f inking circumftances, 

wherein 



wherein the pair, and the prefent are illus

trated, and brought into contact, without 

being confounded together. 

A t the light of thofe fuperb monuments 

that Egypt ftill poffeffes, his reflections w i l l 

turn on the character of a people, whofe 

works alone, of all the ancient nations, have 

braved the ravages of time. What mull: 

have been that people, who feemed to have 

laboured only for immortality, and from 

whom Orpheus, Homer, Herodotus, and 

Plato, went in fearch of thofe different 

branches of knowledge, with which they 

enriched their country ? H e wil l regret, 

that all the efforts of the learned have 

proved ineffectual to lift up the veil of the 

numerous hieroglyphics difperfed through 

that rich region. The knowledge of thefe 

characters would iiluflrate ancient hiftory, 

and furnifh a ray of light perhaps to pe

netrate that darknefs which covers the 

firft ages of the world. 

Become a citizen of the uni\»erfe, he wi l l 

rife fuperior to partiality and opinion, and, 

in defcribing cities and countries, his pen 

wil l adopt no other guide than truth. 

But 



But above a l l , let h i m not, l ike too many 

travellers, make himfelf the principal 

figure in his paintings, nor throw a glare 

of light around himfelf, whilft he leaves i n 

the made the other perfonages' on the can^ 

vas. Let h i m appear without affectation, 

whether with refpect to knowledge of his 

fubject, or for the purpofe of giving weight 

to his narrative. Such are the requifites 

for the man who would profit by his tra-

vels. Such are the principles he mould 

deem effential. 

T o the neceffary information, and to the 

genius of obfervation, he m u l l unite alfo 

that lively, profound, and penetrating fen-

libil ity, which alone can make his remarks 

or writings interefting. I f he is not af

fected on beholding the fpot where the 

great Pompey was affaflinated on his land-, 

ing near Peluiium j i f the wonders of 

Egypt have not (truck h i m with aftonifh-

ment and admiration ; i f he has not l a 

mented over the auguft ruins of Alexan

dria, and over the irreparable lofs of 

400,000 volumes, devoured by the flames 

i f he has not felt his breaft inflamed by 
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the noble fire of enthufiafm, at the fight 

of the ruins of Troy, of Sparta, and of 

Athens, let h i m not think of writing. 

Nature never formed him to tranfmit to 

his fellow-creatures thofe great impreflions, 

which are infpired only by fuch great 

objects. 

I prefume to think, that I have expe

rienced fuch feelings as to render tra

vels interefting; but the public mull: 

judge, of the execution. Should the 

reader of thele letters accompany me 

with pleafure ; fhould he be flruck with 

the accuracy of the defcriptions, and de

rive inftruction from the geographical and 

hiftorical details; mould the memorable 

events I recall to his remembrance appear 

to him to be judicioully difpofed; fhould 

the parallel of ancient and modern man

ners feem to be traced with judgment 

and reflection, my willies wi l l be fulfilled, 

and I mail effeem the fatigues, the dangers, 

the labours, I have undergone, only as a 

fubject of confolation. 

T H E 



T H E 

C O N T E N T S 

O F T H E F I R S T V O L U M E * 

L E T T E R I; 

A general defcription of Egypt, and of the 

changes which it has undergone from the 

mojl remote antiquity to the prefent time. 

The reader will here find an account of the 

topography of the country, and d detail of 

the labours of the ancient kings in confining 

the channel of the Nik, with the original 

formation of the Delta, and its gradual 

enlargement* page I 

L E T T E R I L 

A defcription of Alexandria, ancient and mo

dern, and of its antiquities, and three ports-, 

with an account of the various revolutions 

it has experienced in falling fuccejfively un

der the dominion of the Ptolemies, the Ro

mans, the Greeks, the Arabs, and the Ot-
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tomans. The defcription is accompanied-

with a topographical chart of the city and 

its environs, delineating both its former and 

prefentfate, 23 

L E T T E R III. 

The route from Alexandria to Rofetta, acrofs 

the Defart, with a defcription of A b o u -

kir , anciently Canopus ; of the famous 

Temple of Serapis ; of the feflivals which 

were celebrated at this place; of the dan

gers which occur in travelling over the 

fands and of the beautiful environs of 

Rofetta, 47 

L E T T E R IV. 

An account of Rofetta, its origin, commerce, 

inhabitants, and gardens and of the pro-

cefjion of the Pfilli, or the eaters of ferpents, 

62 

L E T T E R V . 

"Journey from Rofetta to Boulac. Obferva-

tions on the manner of navigating the Nile 

the canals which are detached from it; 

the towns, villages, and hamlets on their 

banks ; 



banks; the cultivation of the lands, their 

productions, and the cufioms of the inha

bitants, 74 

L E T T E R V I . 

Defcription of Grand Cairo, the capital of 

Egypt. Refearches concerning its origin, 

according to the authority of the mqft emi-

. nent Arabian writers, 88 

L E T T E R V I I . 

The foundation of Fofiat by A m r o u Ebn, 

Elaas. Defcription of the town, its in

habitants, antiquities, and the ancient ca

nal which extended to the Red-Sea; w it 

a refutation of thofe authors who fuppofe 

this place to be the ancient Babylon, found-

by -Semiramis, 101 

L E T T E R V I I I . 

Extent of Grand Cairo. Defcription of the 

ftreets, fquares, and mofques, and of the 

palace, of Salah E d d i n , built upon an 

eminence which commands the town and 

where are to be Jeen fuperb columns 

A 3 <f 



£/* granite, with the famous well of 

Jofeph, 113 

L E T T E R I X . 

Pefcription of Boulac, the port of Grand 

Cairo, its magazines, environs, and the 

gardens of Helle with a curious account 

of the Mekias, otherwife named the Nilo

meter, placed at the point of the beautiful 

ifle of Raouda, which is covered with en

chanted groves, 124 

L E T T E R X . 

Pefcription of Heliopolis, the ancient city 

of the Sun ; of the fate in which it was 

in the time of Strabo ; the obelifk of gra-

nite, which fill remains -, the balm of 

Mecca, tranfplanted thither by a Pacha ; 

the frefh water fountain named Matar 

A in , held in great veneration by the 

Copti, who. believe that the holy virgin 

and her child vifited this place, 137 

L E T T E R X L 

Defcription of the warm baths, univerfally 

ufed in Egypt-, the manner of bathing-, 

the benefits experienced from this practice; 

the 



the cuftom of the women', of bathing once 

or twice in the week; and a comparifon 

of thefe baths, with thofe of the ancient 

Greeks, 146 

L E T T E R X I I . 

A particular account of the Egyptian man

ner of living, the food, occupations, and 

amufements of the people their tqfte, mo

rals, and the manner in which they re

ceive vifitors, 158 

L E T T E R X I I I . 

An account of the paternal authority flillfub-

Jfling in Egypt, fmilar to that of the an

cient patriarchs *, the manner in which a 

father governs his children and the great 

refpecl which the Egyptians pay to old 

*&> 169 

L E T T E R X I V . 

An account of the A lme, otherwife theEgyp

tian Improvifatrices; their education, 

dances, ?nuftcand the extreme defire 

which prevails through the country, of 

procuring this kind of performers, 17 6 
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L E T T E R X V . 

An account of the private life of the Egyptian 

women; their tafle, manners, employment, 

diverjionstheir method of bringing up 

their children \ with the cuftom of lament

ing at- the tombs of their parents, after 

• covering them with fowers, and the 

branches of odoriferous plants, 185 

L E T T E R X V I . 

An intrigue which happened at Rofetta, be

tween an European and a young girl, a na

tive of G eorgia, 203 

L E T T E R X V I I . 

'Journey from Grand Cairo to Gize, where 

the French, merchants have a country 

houfe , the route from Gize to the pyra

mids, with an exaSi account of their 

height, as defcribed both by ancient and 

modern travellers. It is fhewn that the 

great pyramid is at prefent 600 feet high; 

but that in the time of Herodotus, when the 

find was not accumulated round its baje, 

it meafured almofl 800 feet perpendicular> 

214 

L E T -



L E T T E R X V I I I . 

Remarks on the interior fracture of the 

great pyramid, its apartments, the means 

employed by the architects to font it, and 

render it inaccefjible, with the method 

now ufed of procuring admittance. This 

article is extracted, from the learned Mail-

let. Subjoined is a chart, with notes, and 

refections, 231 

L E T T E R X I X . 

Defcription of the other pyramids; the ad

jacent country; the grotto of Santo; the 

great Sphinx, with an account of its 

mythology, and the return to Giza, 280 

L E T T E R X X . 

Defcription of Giza, the ancient fuburb of 

Fofat. Refutation of the authors who 

fuppofe it to be the fame with Memphis. 

A charming view of the Nile ; the if and 

ofRaouda, Old Cairo, and the boats which 

are confantly pafftng along the river 

with an account of the manufacture offal 

ammoniac, 292 

L E T -



L E T T E R X X I . 

An inquiry into the true fituation of ancient 

Memphis, confirmed by the teftimony of 

Herodotus, Strabo, Pliny, and Arabian 

writers-, with a refutation of the mo

dern travellers who affirm this capital to 

have been at Giza. Defcription of the 

city as it was in the time of Herodotus, 

and Diodorus Siculus, its temples, palaces, 

and lakes. A paffage in Abulfeda, prov

ing that it was demolijhed by Amrou. 

The ruins which are now to be feen in 

the neighbourhood of the village of Menph, 

the fmall remains of the ancient Memphis, 

298 

L E T T E R X X I I . 

Journey from Boulac to Damietta. De

fcription of the great branch of the Nile 

which fir-etches thither 3 the canals which 

go off from it-, the towns and villages 

Jituated on their banks, and the ancient 

monuments which remain. A particular 

account of the fair of Tanta; the manners 

of the inhabitants in this part of Egypt; 

the woods in the neighbourhood of Same-

nout; 



nout; the chicken-ovens of Manfoure, 

where the French army was defeated and 

the navigation of the river, 316 

L E T T E R X X I I I . 

Hifory of ancient and modern Damietta. 

Epoch of their foundation. A geographi

cal account of the pofithn of thofe two cities. 

'Refutation of travellers, who have untver-

fally confounded or ?nifplaced them in their 

charts and narratives. Defcription of mo

dern Damietta, its extent, commerce, baths, 

and inhabitants. Defcription of the beau

tiful environs of this town, the woods, and 

groves of orange-trees; with an account 

of the lotus, denominated by Herodotus 

the lilly of the Nile; the papyrus, the exig

ence of which has been denied by feveral 

modern writers, the excellent rice culti

vated by the people of Damietta, and which 

they export to Syria, the ifands in the 

Archipelago, and the city of Marfeilles, 358 

L E T T E R X X I V . 

An inquiry concerning ancient Felufum; un

known to modern travellers; its ftuation, 

and 



and the epoch of its decline. An account 

of Farama, a place at a little diflance, 

I and where the Arabians place a monu

ment, which ferns to be that of Pompey 

the Great. Defcription of the great lake 

of Tarn's, now called Menzale; with the 

. iflands and towns which were anciently 

built at this place. Obfervations on the 

fifhing of this lake, its mouths in the Medi

terranean, and the innumerable birds which 

affemble there, efpecially in the winter, 385 

L E T T E R X X V . 

Expedition cf Saint Lewis in Egypt, extract

ed from Joinville and the Arabian writers, 

with his route delineated in a chart- A 

narrative of his defcent near the Gife of 

Damietta, his victory over the troops of the 

Sidtan of Egypt; the taking of Damietta; 

the march of his army along the great 

branch of the Nile, to the ca?ial of Man

foure ; the attempts which they made to 

pafs it; the dangerous paffage 'of this canal. 

The victory and the defeat which follow

ed. The death of Count d'Artois. The 

capture of St. Louis and his whole army ^ 

the 



the majfacre of Tour an Check, fovereign 

of Egypt, the ranjom of the French mo

narch, and his departure for S. Jean 

d Acre, with the character of that prince, 

as delineated by the Infidels, 

L E T T E R X X V I . 463 

L E T T E R X X V I I . 

R O U T E F R O M O L D C A I R O T O T A M I E H , 

I N T H E P R O V I N C E OF F A I O U M . 

Departure from Foftat, in the month of No

vember. Defcription of the Mofque called 

Athar Ennabi. Refections on the pilgri

mage made to this place. State of the 

plain of Egypt at this feafon of the year. 

Reflections on the pyramids compared with 

the tomb of Maufoleus, and the Morrai 

in Otaheite. Account of the plain of the-

Mummies, of the Jlint-fones of Egypt, and 

of Dachhour, anciently Achantus. Arri

val at Tamieh in Faioum, 465 

L E T T E R X X V I I I . 

D E S C R I P T I O N OF T H E A N T I Q U I T I E S I N T H E 

P R O V I N C E OF A R S I N O E , N O W F A I O U M . 

(Comparative topography of this province. 
Inquiry concerning the monuments, the fili

ation 



ation of which has been fixed by the ancient% 

with the prefent fate of their ruins. Si

tuation qf the labyrinth confirmed by the 

teftimony of Herodotus, Pliny, Diodorus Si-

cuius, and Ptolemy >, and by the ruirts of 

Balad Caroun, and fl/'Cafr Caroun. De

fcription of this wonderful edifice. Refec

tions on the fame fubject. Account of the 

Lake Maris. Its extent hitherto dif-

putcd, afcertained from the evidence of 

ancient writers. Mechanifm of the £d-

nals and flukes clearly difplaycd. Actual 

circumference of this great Lake, 487 

L E T T E R X X I X . 

A C C O U N T OF T H E C U L T I V A T I O N , AND 1 

T H E I N H A B I T A N T S OF F A I O U M . 

Remarks on the productions of this province, 

its manufactures, arts, and inhabitants. 

Defcription of the fields fhaded with groves 

of orange-trees, and with rofe-bufhes of 

great height, the flower of which, by 

diflillation, yields an excellent rofe-wateri 

Great fijhery of the lake and canals. 

The numerous birds which cover the 

waters. Account of the chief town, a?id 

its government, 512 
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L E T T E R X X X . 

T R A V E L S I N T H E D E S A R T , A D J O I N 
I N G T O T H E R E D S E A . 

Defcription of the Country, the mountains, 

and the fands which it is necejfary to pafs 

ever in going to the monaflery of St. An

thony. Obfervations on the plants which 

grow in thofe defarts, on the animals 

which inhabit it, and on the quarries of 

marble and fint-fones. Manner of living 

of the religious belonging to the monajlery 

of St. Anthony and St. Paul. Defcrip

tion of the exrenfive profpect from the top 

of mount Colfoum. Reflect io?is on the 

great events which have happened in that 

quarter, 524 

L E T T E R X X X I . 

R O U T E F R O M B A I A D T O A C H M O U N A I N . 

Defcription of the towns and villages on both 

banks of the river. Delineation of their 

various ajpects. Account of their go

vernment. Situation of the two branches 

which form the great canal of Bahr 

Ioufeph. Defcription of the facrifce 

made to the Sun, engraved, on a rock near 

Babain. Reflections on thisfubject. Re

marks 



marks on the principality of Melaoui, de

pendent on Mecca, and on the magnificent 

portico of Achmounain, with the adven

ture of Father Sicard, 536 

L E T T E R X X X I I . 

D E S C R I P T I O N OF T H E C O U N T R Y F R O M 

A C H M O U N A I N TO A C H M I M . 

Defcription of Enfine, heretofore Antinoe, 

built by Adrian, in honour of his favourite 

Antinous. Extent of that city. Columns 

and gates remaining there of a beautiful 

architecture. Thefe monuments not com

parable with the portico of Achmounain. 

Details on the principal towns fituated on 

the batiks of the Nile, with the compara

tive geography of their ancient and modern 

pfition. Defcription of Achmim, for

merly Chemmis or Panopolis. Remarks 

on the remains of the ancient temple fill 

fubfijling in the time of Abulfeda, and on the 

for pent Harridi, with which the Mahome

tan priefls deceive the people, 551 

*** A l l the Meafures here given are French. The French foot 
is to the Epglifh foot as 135 to 144. A French toife is 
fix French feet, or fix feet and three-eighths Englifh. 

L E T -



L E T T E R S 

O N 

E G Y P T 

L E T T E R I . 

A general defcription of Egypt, and of the 

changes which it has undergone from the 

mofl remote antiquity to the prefent time. 

The reader will here find an account of the 

topography of the country, and a detail of 

the labours of the ancient kings in confining 

the channel of the Nile, with the original 

formation of the Delta, and its gradual 

enlargement. 

T o M r . L . M . 

Alexandria, the 2 4 t h July, 1777 . 

" Y o u complain, Sir, o fmyf i lence j you 

call upon me to make good my promife. 

** Where/ ' fay you, " are thofe portraits of 

the Oriental manners that I expected from 

your tafte for obfervation ? W h a t ! for 

V O L . I . B three 



three years have you been travelling in 

Egypt, without writing me one word of 

that molt celebrated of all the countries in 

the world ?" 

Such are your reproaches. Recollect 

the advice you gave me on quitting Paris ; 

you w i l l there find my junification. 

" Young M a n , you are going into a fo-

" reign country, where you wil l fee new 

" men. Obferve the influence of climate, 

" the power of religion, the imperious 

" law of ancient cuftoms, and the opera-

" tions of defpotifm on weak mortals; 
M from them you w i l l difcover the hiftory 

" of their vices and their virtues ; to-faci-

*' litate this ftudy learn the Oriental lan-

" guages, converfe with the Greeks, the 

" Turks , and the Arabs live amongft them, 

" and, to fee them as they really are, leave 

" your prejudices behind you in France. 

" T r y to paint the people you fee after N a -

" ture. Let the T u r k ftrictly refemble 

" h i m f e l f , and do not give us a repre-

v fentation of Paris at Grand Cairo." 

Such were the precepts diclated by your 

wifdom; your reafon made me adopt them; 

your 



your friendfhip rendered them dear to me, 

and they have remained engraven on my 

memory. Three years travels, attended 

with many difficulties and much labour, 

have been confecrated to my defire of re

ducing them to practice. By writing to you 

fooner, I mould have been lefs obedient to 

thofe precepts. 

It appears to me proper nrft to give you 

an account of the limits of Egypt, and of 

fuch revolutions as time and the labours 

of man have produced in that country. 

T h e map that accompanies this letter, w i l l 

ferve you as a guide, and I have added my 

own obfervations to the authority of the 

ancients, and to the difcoveries of Father 

Sicard, of Pocock, of Nieburh, and of 

Danville. T h i s laft geographer, whofe 

learned criticifm could diflinguifh the truth 

amidft the numerous contradictions of tra

vellers, has often been of great fervice to 

me. I never quit h i m but in places where 

it is impomble not to go aftray without 

having been a perfonal fpectator. 

Egypt is bounded on the north by the 

Mediterranean, on the fouth by a chain 
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of mountains which feparates it from N u 

bia ; the Red Sea, and the Iflhmus of Suez 

form its eaftern l imits; and it is terminat

ed to the weft ward by the deferts of Lybia, 

in the midrf of which flood the temple of 

Jupiter Ammon. Its greateft length is from 

Sienna, fituated under the tropic of Can

cer, to cape Burks, which, forming the 

moft advanced point of the Delta, almoft 

terminates. the 3 2d degree of latitude. This 

distance is about two hundred and twenty 

nve leagues. 

Its greater! breadth is lixty-eight leagues, 

drawing a right line from the ruins of Pe-

lufa, to the tower of the Arabs, formerly 

called Tapofiris. This meafure agrees with 

that of the ancients (a), which made the 

breadth 

(a) Diodorus Siculus and Strabo allow the bafe of 

the Delta, which extended from Pelufium to Canopus, 

iiow called Alboukir, 1300 furlongs, which may be 

eftimated at 54 leagues j add to this 14 leagues from 

Canopa to the tower of the Arabs, you will have 68 

leagues. Herodotus reckons 60 fchenes, or 80 leagues 

from Mount Cafius to the gulph of Plintina, where 

Tapof.rh wis iittiatcd. Mount Cafius is 12 leagues to 

the 



breadth of the Delta fifty-four leagues from 

Pelufium to Canopus, and fourteen from 

Canopa to Tapofiris. 

Egypt is divided into Upper and Lower ; 

the firfl is only a long valley, which begins 

at Sienna, and ends at Grand Cairo. T w o 

chains of mountains, which take their rife 

from the laft cataract, form the vaft con

tours of that country. Their direction is 

from fouth to north, until they reach the 

latitude of Cairo, where feparating to the 

right and left, one of them takes the direc

tion of mount Colzouniy the other termi

nates in banks of fand near to Alexandria. 

T h e former is compofed of high and fleep 

rocks, the latter of fandy hillocks, over a 

bed of calcareous ftone. Beyond thefe 

theeaftwardof Pelufa-, by fubtracling this number from 

the former, there wil l equally remain 68 leagues from 

Pelufa to Tapofiris. It is evident that the two geogra

phers have meafured the fame extent of country in a 

right line, and not in following, like Herodotus, the 

bafe of the Delta ; for, from the time of Herodotus to 

their days, that part of Egypt had already incrcafed by 

the lmmenfe quantity of fand accumulated by the N i l e ; 

and if they had followed the fea coafr, they would 

have found a confiderable augmentation. 

B 3 mountains, 



L E T T E R S 

mountains, are deferts bounded by the Red 

Sea on the eaft, and on the weft by A f r i 

ca; in themidft of them is that long plain 

which is no more than nine leagues broad, 

where it is the wideft. It is there that the 

Ni le flows between two infurmountable 

barriers. N o w , fmooth and tranquil, he 

ilowly purfues the courfe traced out by na

ture and by art; now, an impetuous tor

rent, reddened with the fands; of Ethiopia, 

he fwells, and breaks over his boundaries, 

and overflows the country, which he co

vers with his waters for the fpace of two 

hundred leagues. It is in this celebrated 

valley, that mankind firft lighted the torch 

of the fciences, whofe radiance dirfufing it-

felf over Greece (b), has fucceftively i l l u 

minated the reft of the world. This valley 

is ftill as fertile as in the beft days of 

(b) Herodotus, Strabo, and Diodorus SicuJus, fay 

precifejy that the Greeks derived the greateft part of 

their knowledge from Egypt. It was from thence that 

Orpheus brought mythology, the daughters of Danaus, 

and the myfleries of Ceres. It, was there that their 

philofophtrs ftudied aftronomy, and their legislators 

the principles of government. 

Thebes; 



Thebes; but it is lefs cultivated, and its 

famous cities are laid level with the duft. 

Defpotifm and ignorance feated on the 

throne of laws, and arts, keep them buried 

and in ruins. 

Lower Egypt comprehends all that coun

try between Cairo, the Mediterranean, the 

Ifthmus of Suez, and Lybia . T h i s i m -

menfe plain prefents on the borders of its 

parching fands, a {trip of lands cultivated 

along the canals of the river, and in the 

middle the triangular ifland, to which the 

Greeks gave the name of the Delta. It 

is formed by the two branches of the N i l e , 

which- feparating at Batn el Bakara, the 

Cows Belly, fall into the fea below D a m i 

etta and Rofetta. This ifland, the mod fer

tile in the world, has loft much of its ex

tent, fince it was formerly bounded by C a -

nopa and Pelufium fcj. T h e ravages of its 

conquerors having overthrown the eaftern 

bulwark of Egypt, the cultivators of the 

lands, too much expofed to the inroads of 

the Arabs, have withdrawn into the inte-

(c) Strabo, l ib. 17. 

rior 
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v 
rior parts of the country. The canals which 

ufed to convey fertility with their waters, 

are now filled. The earth, no longer wa

tered, and continually expofed to the burn

ing ardour of the fun, is converted into a 

barren fand. In thofe places where for

merly were feen rich fields, and flouriihing 

towns fdj, on the Pelufiac, the Tanitic, 

and the Mendefian branches, which all 

flrike out from the canal of Damietta, no

thing is to be found at this day but a 

few miferable hamlets, furrounded by date 

trees, and by deferts. Thefe once navi

gable canals (e) are now no more than a 

vain refemblance of what they were; they 

have no communication with lake Menzal l , 

but what is merely temporary, on the fwel-

ling of the N i l e ; they are dry the remain

der of the year. By deepening them, by 

removing the mud depofited by the river 

fince the Turks have made themfelves 

mafters of Egypt, the country they pafs 

(d) Bubafta, Pelufium, Phacufa, and all the towns 
which were in the eaflern part of the Delta, are to
tally deftroyed. 

(*) T h e Pelufiatic, the Tanit ic , and Mendefian 
branches were formerly navigable. 

through 



through would again be fertilized, and the 

Delta recover a third of its greatnefs. 

N o w that you have a general idea of 

Egypt, Sir, fix your attention on that r ich 

country, and purfue the revolutions it has 

undergone. Beyond thofe times, of which 

hiftory has preferved us any epoch, a peo

ple defcended from the mountains near the 

cataracts, into the valley which is over

flowed by the N i l e (f) : it was then an 

impenetrable morafs, covered with canes' 

and reeds. After multiplied, and often fatal 

attempts, they at length difcovered fome fa-

lutary plants, amongft which they particular

ly diftinguifhed the lotus fgj, which H e r o 

dotus 

(f) Herodotus, p. 40. Euterpe; Diodorus S i c u -

lus, l ib . i . and Strabo, l ib. 17. afcertain the fame 

fadf. 

(g) T h e lotus is an aquatic peculiar to Egypt* 

which grows in tjie rivulets, and on the fides of the 

lakes; there are two fpecies of i t , the one with a white, 

the other with a blueifh flower; the calix of the lotus 

blows like a large tulip, and diffufes a fweet fmell, 

refembling that of the l i l y ; the firft fpecies produces 

a round root like that of a potatoe ; the inhabitants 

of the banks of lake Menza l l feed upon it . T h e r i -

yulets in the environs of Damietta are covered with 

this 



dotus calls the lily of the N i l e , the reed we 

call the fugar-cane, and which has preferved 

in that country its primitive name ofthecajab 

reed fbj, the colocaiius the onion, and 

this majeflic flower, which rifes upwards of two feet 

above the water. M r . Paw afferts that it has difap-

peared in Egypt, and gives a defcription of that plant 

which bears no refemblance to it , in his Recherche* 

fur les Egyptiens & les Cbinois, page J50 ; but it is. 

not wonderful that this learned author fhould be mif-

taken, flnce the greateft part of the travellers who 

have vifited Egypt, have never feen the lotus, which 

is not to be found on the great canals of the N i l e , but 

i n the rivulets that pafs through the interior part of 

the country. 

(h) Some authors have faid that the fugar-cane was 

brought out of India into Egypt. Perhaps the man

ner of cultivating it only has been brought from 

thence. It appears to me to be a native of a country 

which produces feveral different fpecies of reeds, and 

where it grows without any cultivation. Its very 

name induces this belief. 

(i) The colocaffus is a plant well known in bota

n y . The inhabitants of Damietta pay particular at

tention to its cultivation; one fees in the neighbour

hood of that town immenfe fields covered with its 

large leaves; its root is of a conical form, and thick

er than that of the lotus. It is not fo infipid as a po« 

tatoe. 

the 



the bean. M a n y years elapfed before they 

thought of cultivating thefe native plants. 

Neceffity awakened their indultry. H e 

who by dint of hazard- or reflection, made 

fome ufeful difcovery, became a king, or a 

G o d (k). Ofiris taught men, who were 

at that time cannibals, to feed on the fruits 

of the earth, inftead of human fleili, Ifis, 

the fame with Ceres, taught them to c u l t i 

vate corn, and were elevated to the rank of 

deities. Hercules the Egyptian, the m o d 

ancient of the heroes who have borne that 

name, delivered Thebais from the monflers 

which ravaged that country, and had altars 

erected to h i m . W h i l i t the people of U p 

per Egypt were contending for their vail 

moraffes with favage beads (I), the fea, 

according to ancient accounts, bathed the 

feet of thefe mountains where the pyramids 

are built, and advanced on the fide of the 

tower of the Arabs very far into Lybia . 

It covered a part of the Ifthmus of Suez ; 

(k) Diodorus Siculus, p. 24. 

(0 Herodotus, Strabo, Diodorus Siculus, who gives 

the opinion of the Ethiopians on this fubjecT:. 



and every part of what we now call the 

Delta, formed a great gulph. I pafs over 

ages, and come to that period when the 

Egyptians, under the domination of a religious 

worfhip, and of laws, formed canals to car

ry off the ftagnant waters of the Ni le , op-

pofed flrong dykes to its ravages, and, tired 

of dwelling in the caverns of the rocks, 

built towns on fpots elevated by art or 

nature. Already the river was kept wi th

i n its bounds; the habitations of men were 

out of the reach of inundations (m); ex

perience had taught them to forefee and to 

announce them. Geometry, meafuring the 

lands newly rifen out of the river, or d i m i -

nifhed by its impetuofity, fecured the pof-

feflions of the inhabitants. A large city had 

fprung up in the middle of Thebais, and 

ieveral kings had made it their glory-to em-

bellifh it. Such was the magnificence of its 

public monuments, that its remaining ruins 

at the end of upwards of four thoufand years 

leave us impreffed with admiration and re

spect. Thebes flourifhed for many ages, 

(m) Herodotus, p. 40. Euterpe. 

and 



and Rome was not i n exiftence. Sepa

rated from the reft of the world by deferts, 

by mountains, and the fea, the Egyptians 

peaceably cultivated the arts and fciences ; 

the conftancy of their labours every day 

extended the limits of their empire, either 

by protecting with banks the new lands 

they had acquired, or by cutting deep drains 

to dry up the marfhy grounds (n). One 

of the kings of Egypt , forefeeing pofTibly 

what muft happen, undertook to change 

the courfe of the river. After running one 

hundred and fifty leagues between the bar

riers I have mentioned, meeting with an 

(n) T h e priefts faid that Menes, the firft king of 

Egypt, threw a bridge over the N i l e , near Memphis. 

Before this prince's time, the river, overfpreading its 

banks at Mount Pfammius, ran to the fouthward of 

that town, and diffufed itfelf through the deferts of 

Lybia , A t a hundred furlongs from Memphis he 

formed a dyke to Hop its courfe, and forced it to re

turn between the mountains ; by this means the or i 

ginal bed was left dry. Since the Perfians have 

become matters of Egypt in our time, they keep in 

repair, at great expence, the dyke that ftiuts the an

cient channel. Every year they add new works to 

i t , and have placed troops to look after its preferva-

tion. Herodotus, Euterpe, p. 55. 

in fur-



infurmountable obftacle to the right, it 

turned precipitately to the left, and taking 

its courfe to the fouthward of Memphis, it 

fpread its waters through the fands of L y -

bia. The prince had dug a new bed for 

it to theeaft of Memphis, and by means of 

a large dyke, obliged it to return between 

the mountains, and difcharge itfelf into 

the gulph that bathes the rock on which 

is built the cattle of Cairo. The ancient 

bed of the river was frill to be feen in the 

time of Herodotus, and the dyke which 

barred its entrance. The Perfians pre

fer ved it with the greatefl care. A t the 

moment I am writing, this channel is not 

unknown ; it may be traced acrofs the de

fart, and paries to the wefhvard of the lakes 

of Natrum. Petrified wood, mails, lateen 

yards, the wreck of vefTels which have for

merly navigated there, Hill mark its ancient 

traces. The Arabs ffill beftow the name 

of Bahr Bela ma (o)y fea without water, 

on this channel, which is almoif choaked 

up. 

(o) T h e Arabs call the great rivers Bahr, or fea. 

It 



It is to the labours of the monarch who 

finiihed this great work, that Egypt is i n 

debted for the Delta. T h e enormous 

weight of the waters of the N i l e , which 

throw themfelves into the bottom of the 

gulph. occasions a reflux of the fea. T h e 

fands and mud that are carried along wi th 

them collected together i n heaps, fo that 

the ifle of the Delta, very inconfiderable at 

fir ft, arofe out of the fea, of which it has 

repelled the l imits . It was a gift of the 

river. Improvement has fince come in aid 

to defend it again ft the attacks of the w a 

ter, by railing dykes around it . In the 

time of Mceris, who lived five hundred 

years before the Trojan war, the Delta then 

appeared in its infancy (p). E ight cubits 

was then fufhcient to overflow it in all its 

extent. Boats palled over it from one ex

tremity to the other, and its towns, built 

on artificial elevations, refembled the iflands 

of the iEgean fea fqj. W h e n Herodotus 

vifited Egypt, fifteen cubits were neceflary 

(P) Herodotus, p. 41. Euterp. 

(?) Strabo, l i b . 17, p. 1136. 



to cover all the Lower Egypt, but the Ni le 

then overflowed the country for the fpace 

of two days journey, to the right and left of 

the Delta. Under the Roman Empire, fix-

teen cubits produced the fame effect. In the 

time of the domination of the Arabs, their 

writers fpeak of feventeen cubits as the mofl 

favourable height. Eighteen cubits at this 

day is the meafure of abundance ; but the 

inundation no longer extends over the Lower 

Egypt, but its progrefs is flopped at Grand 

Cairo, and in the neighbouring country. The 

N i l e however fometimes rifes to two-and-

twenty cubits. The mud accumulated for 

fo many years on the ifland, which arofe from 

out of its bofom, is the caufe of this phasno-

menon. A r t has alfo contributed greatly 

towards it, either by the banks raifed to 

protect the lands the mofl expofed to the 

action of the river, or by multiplying its 

outlets, and' by cutting a great number of 

canals, which give a free paflage to the wa

ters frj. During my flay in Egypt, I have 

(r) Strabo, lib. 17. fays that the Bolbitinc and Se-

bennitic branches have been formed by the hand of 

twice 



twice made the tour of the Delta, in the 

time of the inundation. I have even croffed 

it by the canal of Menouf. T h e river flow

ed in full ftreams in the great branches of 

Rofetta, and Damietta, and in thofe which 

pafs through the interior part of the coun

try ; but it did not overflow the lands, ex

cept i n the lower parts, where the dykes 

were pierced, for the purpofe of watering the 

plantations of rice. Here then, in the fpace 

of 3284 years, we fee the Delta elevated 

fourteen cubits (s). W e muff not imagine 

however, as feveral travellers pretend, that 

this ifland w i l l continue to rife, and that i t 

w i l l become unfruitful. A s it owes its en-

creafe to the annual fettling of the mud, 

conveyed thither by the N i l e , when it ceafes 

to be overflowed, it w i l l no longer increafe 

(s) T o render this calculation minutely exa&, we 

m u l l know whether the Grecian, the Roman, and 

the Arabic cubit be the fame meafure, and even 

be acquainted with the variations it may have under

gone amongft thefe different people, &c . which would 

be extremely difficult to prove. T h i s degree of preci-

fion not being eflential to the fubject I treat of, I ftaJI 

content rriyfelf with quoting the teihmonies of the 

authors, and the facts. 

V O L . I . C in 



in height, for it is demonftrated that cul

ture is not fuflicient to raife land. 

The Delta is at prefent i n the moft favou

rable fituation for agriculture. Warned on 

the eaft and weft by two rivers formed by 

the divifion of the Nile," and each of which 

is as large and more deep than the Loire, i n 

terfered by innumerable rivulets, it pre-

fents to the eye an immenfe garden, all 

the different compartments of which may 

earily be watered. During the three 

months that the Thebais is under water, 

the Delta poffeffes fields covered with rice, 

barley,-vegetables, and winter fruits. It 

is no longer, as in former times, the JEgean 

fea with the Cyclades; rich harvefts now 

cover that plain whofe extent is only bound

ed by the horifon ; it is now covered witji 

groves of date-trees,oforanges,andfycamores; 

here are perpetually running ftreams, and a 

verdure that is conftantly varied and re

newed ; it is, in fhort, a picture of abun

dance, that delights the eye, and aftonifhes 

the imagination. By lofing the inundation, 

this ifle has gained every year the, three 

months during which the Thebais is under 

t.. J .water. 



water. It is alfo the only part of Egypt 

where the fame field produces two crops of 

grain within the year, one of rice, the other 

of barley. 

Y o u wi l l naturally imagine, Sir, that it 

has increafed i n length as well as height. 

Amongfl feveral facts we derive from his

tory, I mall felecl: only one ft). Under the* 

reign of Pfammeticus, the Milefians, wi th 

thirty veffels, landed at the mouth of the 

Bolbitine branch, now called that of R o 

fetta, where they fortified themfelves. T h e y 

there built a town which they called Mete-

lis, the fame as Faoiie, which, in the Coptic 

vocabularies, has prefer ved the name of Mef-

fil. This town, formerly a fea-port, is at 

prefent nine leagues diftant from i t ; and 

this is.the fpace the.Delta has lengthened, 

from the time of Pfammeticus to out jday. ' 

. Homer, that fublime painter of people, 

and of countries, Homer, fu), whofe geo

graphical details are the moi l precious mo-

• nument of that kind, tranfmitted to us by 

0) Strabo, lib. 17. 

(«) Odyftey, book 4th. 

C 2 antiquity, 



antiquity, puts thefe words into the mduth 

Of Menelaus, landed in Egypt. " In the 

" ftormy fea which wafhcs Egypt, there is 

" an ifland called Pharos. Its diftance 

€* f r o r n the fhofe is fuch, as that a vefTel 

" with a fair wind, may make the paffage 

in a day." fxj Proteus, inftructing M e 

nelaus, fays to him 5 " Deftiny forbids thee 

'* to fee again thy friends, thy palace, and 

" thy native land, until thou returneft to 

" the banks of the river Egyptus, fyj 

" which derives its fource from Jupiter, 

" and until thou haft offered up hecatombs 

** to the immortal gods . . . . H e faid, 
a and this order, which obliged me to tra-

*' verfe a fecond time the vaft and ftormy 

" fea that feparates the Pharos from the 

" Egyptian continent, rent my heart with 

*' grief." 

Homer, who had travelled fzj in Egypt, 

(x) Odyfley, book 4th. 

(y) T h e N i l e was called Egyptus until the timfc of 

Nileus, one of the fucceflbrs of Mendes,who, making 

great works to contain i t , and prevent its ravages, 

gave it his name, Diod. Sic. lib. i. 

(x) Diodorus Siculus. 

where 



whera he had learnt from the priefts that 

mythology which he makes fuch brilliant 

ufe of in his poems, represents to us the 

ifland of Pharos, which forms the prefent 

port of Alexandria, as at the diftance of at 

leaft twenty leagues from the coaft of 

Egypt, and in this fentiment concurs w i t h 

that of the moft remote antiquity. 

W h a t prodigious changes great rivers 

occafron on the furface of the globe ! how 

inceffantly they repel the fea, by accumu

lating fand on fand ! how they elevate at 

their mouths iflands which become at length 

large portions of the continent. It is thus 

that the N i l e has formed almoft all the 

Lower Egypt, and created out of the waters 

the Delta, which is ninety leagues in c ir

cumference. It is thus that the Meander, 

conftantly repelling the waves of the M e 

diterranean, and gradually filling up the 

gulph into which it falls, has placed in the 

middle of the land, the town of Mi let is , 

formerly a celebrated harbour. It is thus 

that the Tigris and the Euphrates, let loofe 

from the Armenian hil ls , and fweeping with 

them in their courfe the fands of Mefopo-

C 3 tamia, 



tamia, are imperceptibly filling up the Per-

fian gulph. 

You have now before you a general pic

ture of Egypt, and of the principal phyfical 

revolutions that have happened in that 

country: I fhall next enter into particu

lar details, which you wi l l probably find 

more intereftin<r. It is from the center 

of Alexandria, ftruck with aftoni/hment 

at the fight of her monuments, which the 

ravages of time, and of her conquerors, 

have not been able to deftroy; weeping 

over the ruins of her columns, the obe-

li(ks that decorate her public places, and 

her temples, that I fhall fpeak to you of 

the City of Alexander, of the Alexandria' 

of the Arabs, and of the rubbilh on which 

the Turks prefume to beftow that pom

pous title. Barbarians! who have ftifled 

in their vaft empire, the arts, the fciences, 

the cities, the kingdoms. Nothing now 

remains but the name of fo many noble 

works, which their ignorance has fuffered 

to perifh, or which their fanaticifm has de

stroyed. I have the honour to be, &c. 

L E T T E R . 
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L E T T E R II. 

A defcription of Alexandria, ancient and mo

dern, and of its antiquities, and three ports-, 

with an account of the various revolutions 

it has experienced in falling fuccefively un

der the dominion of the 'Ptolemies, the Ro

mans, the Greeks, jhe Arabs, and the Ot

tomans. The defcription is accompanied 

with a topographical chart of the city and 

its environs, delineating both its former and 

frefentfate. 

T o M r . L . M . 
tW v . . . / . 

J l l o i s f k i : J , v f s } { . , v r . tv . t 

Alexandria, 

A N D R I A , Sir, merits your atten

tion. The rank itheldamongft the moft ce

lebrated cities (a), the learned men it pro

duced, the monuments which ftill teftify 

Caj Diodorus Siculus, who wrote at Rome under 

AugUftus, fays, that Alexandria was the firft city i n 

the world, l ib . 17. 

C 4. its 
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fts pair glory at the end of two thoufand 

years, have aclaim on your curiofity. It was 

to fatisfy that curiofity that, for the hft three 

months, I have vifjted the places where it has 

flood; it is from reading the Greek, L a 

tin, and Arabian authors, that I learn 

where to look for it, in the midft of thofe 

ruins under which it now lies buried; it is 

by comparing their writings with the ob

jects before my eyes, that I am enabled to 

trace out its plan to you. Acknowledge 

that it is painful to fearch for a celebrated 

city, within its own walls. 

Al ia Minor being already fubdued, and 

the pride of Tyre humbled, Alexander 

marched towards Egypt, groaning under 

the Perfian yoke. }ie became matter of it 

without a battle, becaufe the people, hap

py to break their chains, welcomed him as 

a deliverer, and received h im with open 

arms. T o preferve this conqueff, fo dis

tant from his own dominions, it was ne-

cefTary to have a fortrefs, with a port ca

pable of receiving numerous fleets. Egypt 

had no fuch ineftimable advantage; Alex

ander 



ander created i t . A compact country be

tween Lake Mareotis, and the beautiful 

harbour formed by the ifle of Pharos (b)% 

appeared to h i m adapted to his purpofe. 

H e there traced out the walls of a great 

city, on which he beftowed his name, and 

went himfelf to vifit the wonders of Upper 

Egypt, whilff, his engineer Dinochares l a 

boured to carry his plan into execution. 

T h i s journey lafted upwards of a year. On, 

(b) Homer, as I have quoted him, reprefents tha 

ifle of Pharos to us as at the diftance of a day's navi

gation from the coaft of Egypt, becaufe Lake Mare

otis then joined the fea, and formed a G u l p h there. 

I n the fpace of five hundred years from the time 

of the poet to the foundation of Alexandria, ca

nals were cut in Lower Egypt ; Lake Mareotis, which 

was the receptacle of the waters of Thebais, retreated 

a little, and the tongue of land on which Alexander 

built this city, appeared. W h e n Caefar, Strabo, and 

Diodorus Siculus wrote, it warned the walls. In the 

time of the Arabs, it was already half a league from 

it . Under the deftructive empire of the Ottomans, 

it has totally difappeared. A traveller who ihould 

fee this part of Egypt in our days, and had only read 

"Homer, would be apt to fay with Madame Dacier, 

Pope, and other learned perfons, that his defcription 

of Pharos is a mere fport of the imagination. 



his return, Alexandria was 'almoft 'finim-

tdfcj. He peopled'it with the inhabi

tants of the neighbouring towns, and purfu-1 

ed the courfe of his exploits. 

Alexandria was a league and a half long, 

by one third in breadth, which made the 

circumference of its walls about four 

leagues fdj. Lake Mareotis bathed its 

walls on the fouth, and the Mediterra-

nean'on'the north. • It was interiected 

lengthy/ife by ftraight parallel ilreets. 

This direction left a free pafTage to the 

•northerly wind, which alone conveys cool*-

iiefs and falubrity into Egypt. .A ffreet 

of two thoufand feet wide began at the 

gate of the fea, and terminated at the gate 

of Canopus. It was decorated by magni

ficent houfes, by temples, and by public 

the buildings. I n this ex ten five range, 

eye was never tired with admiring the 

marble, the porphyry, and the obelifks, 

Liucdl ojf.v Ts'frvjnl .A •» ; • > .1 . 

(c) - Quintus Curtius, vit. Alex. lib. 4. chap. 8. 

(d) Qumtus Curtius makes them 80 furlongs, or 

3 leagues and a half. Pl iny, 15000 Romains, or .5 

leagues. Strabo 76 furlongs, or 3 leagues and an 

t ^jghth. Diodorus Siculus, 96 furlongs, or 4 leagues. 

which 
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which were deitined at fome -future*.day 

to embelliffi Rome (e) and ConitahtinopTe.": 

T h i s ffreet, the handfomeft in the univerfe,' 

was interfered by another of the fame 

breadth ffj, which formed a fquare at their 

junction of half a league in circumference. 

F r o m the middle of this great place,, the 1 

two gates were to be feen at once, and" 

veiTels arriving under ful l fail, from the 

north and from the fouth. 

A mole of a mile in length (g) ftretchedJ 

from the continent to the ifle of Pharos, and' 

divided the great harbour into two. T h a t 

which is to the northward preferved his 

name. A dyke drawn from the ifland 

to the rock whereon wa9 built the -Pharos/ 

fecured it from the weilerly winds. T h e 

other was called Eunoftos, or the Safe R e 

turn. The former is .called at prefent the 

new, the latter the old harbour : a bridge 

(e) Every body knows that the obelifks at Rome 

have been brought from Alexandria. 

(f) Diodorus Siculus. Strabo, l ib . 17. 

(s) T h i s mole was called Hepta Stadium, becaufe it 

•was 7 furlongs, or a mile long. 



that joins the mole to the city, ferved for 
a communication between them. It was 
railed on lofty pillars funk into the fea, and 
left a free pafTage for mips. The palace, 
which advanced beyond the promontory of 
Lochias, extended as far as the dyke, and 
occupied more than a quarter of the ci
ty (hJ. Each of the Ptolemies added to 
its magnificence. It contained within its 
enclofure, the mufeum, an afylum for learn
ed men, groves, and buildings worthy of 
royal majefty, and a temple where the bo
dy of Alexander was depofited in a golden 
coffin (i). The infamous Seleucus Ciby-
ofadles violated this monument, carried off 
the golden coffin, and put a glais one in 
its place. In the great harbour was the 
little ifland of Anti-Rhodes, where flood 
t theatre, and a royal place of refidence. 
Within theharbourofEunoflos,wasafmaller 

fhl Strabo, l ib . iy. fays it occupied one-third of it. 

(i) Perdiccas undertook to convey the hody of 

Alexander to the Temple of Jupiter Amrnon, agree

able to the w i l l of that prince. Ptolemy, fon of L a -

gus, carried it off, and placed it in the palace of A l e x 

andria* 

one. 



one, called Kibotos (k)> dug by the hand of 
man, which communicated with Lake Ma
reotis by a canal. Between this canal 
and the palace was the admirable temple 
of Serapis fIJ, and that of Neptune near 
the great place where the market was held. 
Alexandria extended likewife along the 
fouthern banks of the lake. Its eaftem 
part prefented to view the gymnalmm, with 
its porticoes of more than fix hundred feet 
long, fupported by feveral rows of marble 
pillars. Without the gate of Canopus was a 
fpacious circus, for the chariot races. Be
yond that, the fuburb of Nicopolis ran along 
the fea iliore, and feemed a fecond Alex
andria. A fuperb amphitheatre was built 
there with a race-ground, for the celebra
tion of the quinquennalia (m). 

Such is the defcription left us of Alex
andria by the ancients, and above all by 
Strabo. This city, whofe foundation it 
333 years prior to our sera, was fuccefiive-
ly held in fubje&ion by the Ptolemies, the 

(k) Kibotos, the harbour of the A r c h . 
(I) Strabo, l ib . 17. 

(m) Feafts celebrated every five years. 

Romans, 



Romans, and the Greek emperors fnjs 

Towards the middle of the fixth century, 

Amrou Ebn el Aas, Omar's general, took 

it by ftorm, after a liege of fourteen months, 

and with the lofs of twenty-three thoufand 

men. Heraclius, then emperor of Conftan-

tinople, did not fend a finglc fliip to its af-

fiftance. This prince affords an example 

very rare in hiftory he had difplayed 

fome vigour in the firft year of his reign, 

and then fuffered himfelf to be lulled into 

idlenefs and effeminacy. Awakened fudden-

ly from his lethargy by the noife of the 

conquefts of Cofroes, that fcourge of the 

eaft, he put himfelf at the head of his ar

mies, diftinguiflied himfelf as a great cap

tain from his very firft: campaign, laid wafte 

Perfia for feven years, and returned .to his 

capital covered with laurels : he then be

came a theologian on the throne, loft all 

his energy, and amufed himfelf the reft of 

his life with difputing upon Monotheifm, 

(n) The tenth year of the 'Htgyra, the year 651 of 

our era, according to Abulfeda, 094 years after its 

foundation. T h e word era:, as I haveobferved in the 

Life of Mahomet, comes from Arhha, which in Arabic 

ftgnifies an Eptcb;. ' - V 
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whilft the Arabs were robbing h i m of the 

fineft provinces of his empire. Deaf to the 

cries of the unfortunate inhabitants of A lex

andria (o), as he had been to-thofe of the 

people of Jerufalem, who defended them

felves for two years, he left them a facrifice 

to the fortunate afcendant cf the indefati

gable Amrou. A l l their intrepid youth 

perifhed with their arms in their hands. 

T h e victor, aftonimed at his conqueft, 

wrote to the Caliph, (p) " I have taken 

the city of the weft,; It is of an immenfe 

" extent. I cannot defcribe to you how 

'** many wonders it contains. There are 

" 4000 baths, 12000 dealers in frefh o i l , 

" 4000 Jews, who pay tribute, 400 co-

" . medians, Sec." 

(0) Omar led all the forces of Arabia againft Je

rufalem. T h e inhabitants-defended themfelves with 

admirable conftancy. They fcnt feveral times to con

jure Heraclius to furnifh them with fome afliftance. 

The ir prayers were of np avail, and they faw thcro-

fel ves compelled to furrender after a fiege of two years, 

without havintr been able to obtain a finale foldier 

from an Emperor, who facrificed his time and his 

treafures to procure the triumph of a new feci. 

(p) Elmacin, life of Omar, p. 30. 
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The library, wherein more than 400,000 

manufcripts had been colle&ed by the zeal 

of the Ptolemies, excited the attention of 

the conqueror. H e demanded the Caliph's 

orders. " Burn thefe books, replied the fu-

*' rious O m a r : i f they contain only what 

« is in the Coran they are ufelefs, and dan-

" gerous i f they contain any thing elfe." 

A barbarous fentence, which reduced to 

afhes a great part of the labours of learned 

antiquity. What a quantity of knowledge, 

how many arts, what a number of capital 

works have difappeared from the earth by 

this fatal conflagration 1 It is perhaps from 

this melancholy epocha that we muff date 

that ignorance which has covered with a veil 

thofe countries, formerly the cradle of the 

fciences. I f three-fourths of the works that 

Europe is pofTeffed of, were annihilated in 

an inltant j i f the art of printing did not 

exift, and an unlettered people were to 

take poffeflion of that beautiful part of the 

globe, it would return to that barbarifm 

from whence it has fcarcely been refcued 

by the labour of fo many ages. Such has 

been the hard fortune of the eaflern world. 

Alexandria 
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Alexandria under the domination of the 

Arabs gradually loft its fplendor. T h e 

diftance of the caliphs of Bagdad did not 

allow them to give any effectual encourage

ment to the arts and commerce. Popula

tion diminifhed every day. In the year (q) 

875 of our aera, the old walls were pulled 

down, its enclofure contracted to the half 

of its ancient fize, and thofe walls were 

built which exift at the prefent day. Their 

folidity, their thicknefs, the hundred t o w 

ers with which they were flanked, have 

preferved them againft the efforts of man, 

and the ravages of time. T h i s fecond 

Alexandria, which may be called that of 

the Arabs, was ftili a flourishing city i n 

the thirteenth century (r). T h e dilpofx-

tion of its ftreets prefented the form of a 

chequer. It had preferved a part of its 

public places, and of its monuments. Its 

(q) T h i s event happened under the empire of 

Elmetcuak kel, the tenth Caliph Abafiid, and the one-

and-thirtieth from Mahomet. Elmain Ebn Tculon, 

then governor.of Egypt, and who had the project of 

becoming independent, built them. 

(r) Abulfeda, Gcograph. Dcicr ip. of Egypt. 

V O L . I. D commerce 



commerce extended itfelf from Spain to 

India; its canals were ftill fupported ; its 

merchandize mounted into Upper Egypt 

by Lake Mareotis, and was conveyed i n 

to the Delta by the Canal of Faoud ff). 

The Pharos, built by Soft rates of Cnidos, 

If i l l exifted. This miraculous tower, as it 

is called by Caefar, had feveral ftories, and 

was furrounded by galleries fupported on 

pillars of marble. Its elevation was near 

four hundred feet ft J. On its fummit was 

placed a large mirror of polimed ftcel, fo 

difpofed as to enable the beholder to per

ceive the image of diftant veffels before 

they became vilible to the eye. This ad

mirable edifice ferved them as a fignal. 

Fires were lighted on it during the night, 

to warn the mariner that he was near the 

coaft of Egypt, which is fo low, that there is 

great danger of running alhore before it can 

(f) It was built under Ptolemy Philadelphus. 

(t) Abulfcda in his defcription of Egypt fpcaks of 

this mirror, which feveral Arabian authors alfo men

tion. He f-iys that it was deftroyed by the artifices of 

the Christians, under the reign of Oitalid, ion of Abd 

el Melee. 



be diitinguimed. Alexandria in its decline 

{fill preferved an air of grandeur and mag

nificence that excited admiration. 

In the fifteenth century the Turks be

came matters of Egypt (u), and this was 

the term of its glory. Aftronomy, geome

try, poetry, and grammar were yet cu l t i 

vated there. T h e rod of the Pachas expelled 

thefe remains of the fine arts. T h e prohibi

tion of exporting the com of the Thebais, 

gave the mortal flab to agriculture. T h e ca

nals filled up ; commerce languifhed ; the 

Alexandria of the Arabs was fo depopulat

ed, that not a fingle inhabitant was to be 

found in all its vaft enclofure. They had 

abandoned large buildings that fell into 

ruins, which nobody dared to repair under 

a government where it is a crime to appear 

r ich, and built wretched habitations on the 

fea-coaft. Already was the Pharos de-

itroyed, one of the feven wonders of the 

(u) In 1517, Sultan Selim made the conqueft of 

Egypt* and the firft care of this barbarous conqueror 

was to hang under the gate Bab Zouile, Thomambie, 

the laft king of the Mameluks, whofe government 

had fubfifted f0 J C n e a r 3 0 0 y e a r S t 

D z world, 



world, in the room of which they built 

a fquare cattle, without tatte or ornament, 

and unable to withftand the fire of a finirle 

vellel of the line. A t prefent, in the fpace of 

two leagues, enclofed by walls, one fees no

thing but marble columns, fome of them 

overturned in the duff, and fawed into 

flumps, (for the Turks make millftones 

of them) and others erect, and ttill firm 

upon their bafes, from the enormity of their 

weight. Nothing is to be feen but the 

remains of pilatters, of capitals, of obelifks, 

and whole mountains of ruins heaped one 

upon another. The fight of thefe ruins, 

the memory of thofe famous monuments 

they reprefent,excite regret in the mind,and 

draw tears from the eyes of the beholder. 

The modern Alexandria is a fmall town 

of little extent, fcarcely containing 6000 

inhabitants (x), but very commercial, an 

advantage it owes entirely to its fituation. 

It is built on the fpot which was former-

(x) T h e ancient Alexandria contained 300,000 

free perfons under Augultus. Add to this at Jeaft 

double the number of flaves, you wil l have 900,000 

fouls. What a prodigious difference ! 



ly the old harbour, left uncovered by the 

retreating of the fea. T h e mole which 

joined the continent to the ifle of Pharos, 

is enlarged, and is now become a part of 

the main land. T h e ifland of Anti-Rhodes 

is in the middle of the prefent town. It 

is difcoverable by an eminence covered 

with ruins. T h e harbour Kibotos is 

choked up. T h e canal which conveyed 

the waters of Lake Mareotis has difappear-

ed. T h i s lake itfelf, whofe banks were 

covered with papyrus and date-trees, is no 

longer in exiftence, becaufe the Turks 

have neglected to preferve the canals which 

conveyed the waters of the N i l e fy). Be-

iont an accurate obferver, who travelled in 

Egypt fome years after the conqueft of the 

Ottomans, allures us, that in his time Lake 

Mareotis was only at half a league's diftance 

from the walls of Alexandria, and that it 

was furrounded by forefts of palm trees. 

A t the moment I am writing, it is entirely 

(y) Belon, defcription of Alexandria. He travel

led in Egypt fifteen years after the conqueft of Selim, 

now 250 years ago. 

D 3 occupied 



occupied by the fands of Lybia. Thefe 

deplorable changes mult be attributed to 

the deffrudtive government of the Turks. 

The canal of Faoiie, the only one which 

at prefent communicates with Alexandria, 

and without which that town could not 

fubfift, fince it has not a drop of frelh wa

ter, is half filled with mud and fand. U n 

der the Roman empire, under the domi

nation even of the Arabs, it was navigable all 

the year, and ferved for the conveyance of 

merchandize. It dirfufed its fecundity in 

the plains through which it palfed. Its 

banks were fhaded with date-trees, co

vered with vineyards, and adorned with 

country houies (zj. In our days, there is 

no 

(z) The following paflage of Abulfeda wil l con

firm what I have advanced : " Nothing can be feen 
" more beautiful than the canal of Alexandria. T h e 

" two banks lined with gardens, and fhacty groves, 

" are covered with perpetual verdure, which Dafard 

" cl Hadadhzs exprefTed in thefe beautiful verfes. 

" What ;>mity reigns on the banks of the canal of 

** Alexandria. The profpect they offer difFafes joy 

" over the foul. T h e groves with which they are 

" fhaded, prefent to the navigator a canopy of vef-

" du;e. T h e hand of Aquilon (the north wind), 

fpreads 
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no water in it t i l l towards the end of A u 

gust, and it hardly remains long enough to 

fill the cifterns of the town. T h e fields 

through which it fpreads abundance, are de-

ferted. T h e groves, the gardens that fur-

rounded Alexandria have difappeared with 

the water to which they owed their fertil i

ty. Without the walls, one perceives only 

a few fcattered trees, fome fycamores, and 

fig-trees whofe fruit is delicious, fome date 

and caper-trees, and kal i , that hide the 

burning fands which would otherwife be 

infupportable to the fight. 

< c fpreads frefhnefsover them, whilft it furrows up the 

" waters, and plays with its furface. T h e fuperb 

*c date-tree,whofe pliant head languidly reclines, like 

" that of a handfome woman overcome with lleep, 

" is crowned with pendent clufters. 

Oua khalig Elefcanderi'e ellati iatiha men el Nil 

men ah fan el mentezhat laenno daiak Makdar el jancbin, 

bel Befatin oua fih iecoul Dafar el Hadad : 

Ou achie achadet Va'inak mcnzara 

Ja ejferour bo le calback ou afda 

Roud le mekadder cladar oua gedaoual 

Nacachet aleih id ech chcmal mebarcda 

Oua-l-Nakhl Keirhid el hajpzn teza'inet 

Oua lebes men atmarhen cala'ida. 

Abulfeda, Defcription of Eg}? 1 -

D 4 • S T I L 



Still however, every fign of the ancient 

magnificence of Alexandria is not effaced. 

The refervoirs vaulted with much art, and 

which extend under the whole town, are 

almoft entire at the end of two thoufand 

years. Towards the eaftern part of the 

palace (a), are two obelifks, vulgarly cal

led Cleopatra's needles. They are of T h e 

baic ftone, and covered with hieroglyphics: 

one is overturned, broken, and lying u n 

der the fand the other is on its pedeftal. 

Thefe two obelifks, each of them of a A n 

gle ffone, are about fixty-feet high, by fe-

ven foot fquare at the bafe. Towards the 

gate of Rofetta, are five columns of marble 

on the place formerly occupied by the por

ticoes of the Gymnafium. The reft of 

the colonnade, the defign of which was 

difcoverable a hundred years ago (b), has 

fince been deftroyed by the barbarifm of 

the Turks. 

(a) M r . Pocock thinks they were placed before the 

temple of Neptune, but this temple was near port 

Eunoftus, and thefe obelifks are half a league from 

it , near the promontory of Lochias, the fpot affigncd 

by Strabo for the palace. 

(b) Mail let , Defcription of Egypt. 

What 



W h a t moft engages the attention of tra

vellers, is the pillar of red granite, fituated 

at a quarter of a league from the fouthern 

gate. The capital is Corinthian, with palm 

leaves, and not indented. It is nine feet 

high. The fliaft and the upper member 

of the bafe are of one piece of ninety feet 

long, and nine in diameter. T h e bafe is a 

fquare of about fifteen feet on each fide. 

T h i s block of marble, fixty feet in circum

ference, refts on two layers of ftone bound 

together with lead, which however has 

not prevented the Arabs from forcing out 

feveral of them, to fean:h for an imagi

nary treafure. The whole column is one 

hundred and fourteen feet high. It is per

fectly well polifhed, and only a little fh i -

vered on the eaftern fide. Nothing can 

equal the majefty of this monument; feen 

from a diftance, it overtops the town, and 

ferves as a fignal for veffels. Approaching 

it nearer, it produces an aftonifhment m i x 

ed with awe. One can never be tired 

with admiring the beauty of the capital, 

the length of the fhaft, nor the extraordi

nary fimplicity of the pedeftal. I am per-
fuaded, 



fuaded, that i f this column were trans

ported before the palace of our kings, all 

Europe would come to pay its tribute of 

admiration to the mod beautiful monument 

on the face of the globe. 

Learned men and travellers have made 

many fruitlefs attempts to difcover in ho

nour of what prince it was erected. The 

belt informed have concluded that it could 

not be in honour of Pompey, fince neither 

Strabo nor Diodorus Siculus have ipoken 

of it. They have remained in doubt it 

appears to me that Abulfeda could have 

extricated them from i t ; he calls it the 

pillar of Severus fcj. Andhiifory informs 

us that this emperor vifited Egypt fdj, 

gave 

(c) ** Oua efcanderie ala chat bahr clroum, oua 

beha elmcnarat cl machhoura, oua beh&AamoudSeven. 

" Alexandria is built on the fea coaft ; it polTefles 

" a famous Pharos, and the column of Severus." Abul

feda, Defcription of Egypt. 

(d) T h e Emperor Severus vifited the city of Alex

andria. He granted a fenate to its inhabitants, who 

until that time, under the fubjection of a fingle Roman 

magiftrate, had lived without any national council, as 

under the reign of the Ptolemies, when the wi l l of the 

prince was their only law. Seveius did not confine 

his 



gave a fenate to Alexandria, and deferved 

well of its inhabitants. This column was 

a mark of their gratitude. T h e Greek i n -

fcription, half effaced, which is vifible on 

the weft fide when the fun mines upon 

i t , was legible, no doubt, in the time .of 

Abulfeda, and preferved the name of Seve

rus. N o r is this the only monument 

erected to h im by the gratitude of the Alex

andrians. One ftill fees in the midft of the 

ruins of Antinoe, built by Adrian, a mag

nificent pillar, theinfcription on which is ftill 

remaining, dedicated to Alexander Seveurs. 

A t half a league's diftance to the fouth-

ward of the town, is the defcent into the 

catacombs, the ancient afylum of the dead. 

W i n d i n g paffages lead to the fubterraneous 

grottoes, where.they were deposited. T h e 

fuburb of Necropolis (e), extended fo far. 

3n going along the fea-coaft, there is a 

large bafon cut out of the rock, that lines 

the fhare ; on the fides of this bafon, two j 

his benefactions there ; he changed fevcral laws in 

their favour. Spartian, chap. iy. Life of the Emperor 

Severus. 

(e) T h e city of the dead, wherein there were gar

dens, temples, and fuperb maufolcums. 

beautiful 



beautiful faloons are hewn out by the chU 

fel, with benches that run acrofs them. 

A canal made zig-zag, for the purpofe 

of flopping the fand by its different wind

ings, conveys into them the water of the 

fea, as pure and tranfparent as cryftal. I 

have bathed in this place. Seated on the 

ilone bench, the water rifes a little above 

the waift; the feet foftly repofc on a fine 

fand. The waves of the fea are heard roar

ing againfl the rock, and foaming in the 

canal. The fwell enters, raifes you up, and 

leaves y o u ; and thus alternately entering 

and retiring, brings a continual frefh fup-

ply of water, and a coolnefs which is truly 

delicious, under a burning fky. This place 

is vulgarly called the bath of Cleopatra. 

Some ruins announce that it was formerly 

ornamented. 

I cannot quit this city, Sir, without re

minding you of fome of thofe memorable 

events of which it was the theatre. Near 

this eminence, Caefar, in deffroying the ar-

fenal of the Alexandrians, burnt a part of 

the Ptolemean library. A t the end of that 

harbour, repulfed by his enemies, he threw 

himfelf 



O N E 1 G Y P T . 45 

himfelf in full armour into the waves, and 

always mafter of himfelf, forefeeing that 

the crowd of fugitives muff fink- his (hip, 

he fwam to another, at a greater diftance. 

T h i s prefence of mind faved h i m , for his 

vefTel was fwallowed up with every perfon 

who had taken refuge in it . There, C l e 

opatra, celebrated for her beauty, her ta

lents, and her art, entangled h i m in her 

net, chained his unconquerable activity, 

and lulling h i m to reft i n the bofom of 

voluptuoufnefs, led him in her fuite in 

a voyage on the N i l e , when he mould 

have fet fail for Rome, whofe gates might 

have been for ever {hut againft h i m in 

confequence of this complaifance. Near 

to thofe columns, fad remains of the gym-

nalium, the haughty queen of Egypt, 

feated on her golden throne, received in the 

prefence of the univerfe, the title of fpoufe 

to Antony, who facrificed to her all his 

glory. Having loft the opportunities of 

victory by a blind devotion to pleafure, (he 

deftroyed herfelf by the bite of a viper, and 

he fell upon his fword, holding out by 

their death a great example to pofterity. 

T h e 



T h e Mufeum, the rubbifh of which 

points out the fpot where it flood, was the 

afylum of the fciences. Appian, Hero-

dian, Euclid, Origen, Philo, and a crowd 

of other learned men, cultivated them at 

Alexandria. At prefent ignorance and bar-

barifm have fmothered the fine arts; a 

great revolution is neceffary to reflore them 

to life. 

This letter, Sir, is very long : I w i l l not 

add any obfervations on the manners, and 

commerce of the Alexandrians. Such de

tails wi l l come in their turn. I am impa

tient to quit a place where one lives in the 

midit of ruins; where every objecl: infpires 

melancholy $ where the inhabitants are a 

mixture of Moors and Turks, whofe crimes 

have driven them from their countrv; where 

the Bedouin Arabs come to rob you in 

broad day; where nature, in fhort, dead for 

eleven months in the year, is decked with 

verdure for an inftant, only to leave you a 

long regret. 

. I have the honour to be, & c . 

L E T 
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The route from Alexandria to "Rofetta, acrofs 

the Defart, with a defcription of A b o u -

kir , anciently Canopus of the famous 

Temple of Serapis ; of the feftivals which 

were celebrated at this place of the dan

gers which occur in travelling over the 

fands; and of the beautifid environs of 

Rofetta. 

To Mr. L. M . 

Rofetta, 

T R A V E L L E R S , Sir, who go from 

Alexandria to Rofetta by land, leave 

the canal of Faoiie to the right, pafs near 

the ruins of the great circus, and fall i n 

on their left with the remains of N i c o -

polis. T h i s fuburb was embellilhed by 

Auguftus after his victory over Antony. 

F o r two leagues there are nothing but 

heaps of rubbifh, which cover the precious 

relics of antiquity. One then coaffs along 

the beach of the fea. The view on one 

fide 



fide extends over the waters, and on the 

other over a fandy country. Some date-

trees fcattered here and there, interrupt the 

melancholy uniformity of thefe parched 

plains. The Bedouin Arabs feed their 

flocks there in the winter ; in the fummer 

they c ect the foda (f) in heaps, which 

they burn, and fell the allies to the Alex

andrians, who carry it into Syria, and the 

ifle of Crete, where it is ufed in making 

foap. Thefe wandering tribes, on the firit 

rumour of a revolution in Egypt, mount 

their horfes, infeft the high-roads, and 

flrip the travellers. A t fix leagues from 

Alexandria, one falls in with the Madiefg'J, 

where there is a ferry. It is the extremity 

of the Canopic branch. It begins at Faoiie, 

croffes the lake of Behire, which is feven 

leagues round, and falls into the fea near 

to Aboukir(h), This fmall town is the 

(f) The Soda, or Kali, is a creeper that grows in 

the fand, and produces a pure alkali. 

(g) Madte in Arabic fignifies the paiTage of a lake or 
river. 

(b) T h i s place is known amongft mariners, by the 
name of Bekitr, 

ancient 



ancient Canopus; its diftance of fix leagues 

from the Pharos, its iituation on the 

banks of the fea, agree perfe&ly with the 

defcription the ancients give us of Canopus. 

Pliny* who had collected the teftimonies 

of antiquity, fays, that it was formerly an 

ifland. Its local appearance makes this 

credible. T h e grounds around it are fo low, 

that the fea ftill covered a part of them in 

the time of Strabo(i). T h e town, built 

upon a rock, which forms a handfome 

road for {hipping, was out of the reach of 

inundations. 

(k) Canopus received its name from the 

pilot of Menelaus, who died there ; his tomb 

was ftill to be feen in the age in which St. 

Epiphanes wrote. T h e advantages of its 

Iituation, its temple of Serapis, the induf-

try of its priefts, rendered it one of the 

moft famous pilgrimages of Egypt. T h e 

people flocked thither in crowds, from the 

(i) Strabo, l ib . 17. 

(k) Strabo, l ib . 17. Diodorus Srculus. St. E p i 

phanes, l ib . 4. chap. 3. Thefe teftimonies confirm 

the opinion of Homer, who makes Menelaus land i n 

Egypt. O d y % , l ib . 4. 

V O L . I. E moft 



mod diftant provinces, and, above al l , 

from Alexandria. Licentioufnefs prefided 

at thefe feafts ; the worfhippers of the God 

were brought* thither, more by pleafure than 

religion. The priefts were no lefs con-

fuhed as phyficians, than as interpreters 

of the oracle. Expert in reftoring the 

relaxed organs of their patients, by per

fumed baths, in repairing the worn out 

ltate of their ifomachs, by a lenient diet, 

full of juice, and mixed with aromatics, 

in exciting their imagination by voluptuous 

defcriptions, they fucceeded in reftoring 

fenfations to thofe who had loft them. 

Thefe cures, the honour of which they 

attributed to Serapis, were inferted in a 

regiffer, which dazzled the eyes of the 

people, and fupported their celebrity. 

Never had any divinity more worfhippers; 

never did priefls receive larger offerings (I). 

Strabo 

(I) Canopus has a temple confecrated to Serapis, 

where there is a peculiar worfhip for that G o d . T h e 

perfons of the greateft honour put faith in it 

T h e priefts are occupied in writing the marvellous 

cures performed there. But what is moil aftonifhin^, 

is 



Strabo allures us, that the canal which goes 

from Alexandria to Canopus, was filled 

night and day with boats full of pilgrims, 

whofe fongs and dances prefented a picture 

of the mod extravagant joy, and of the moft 

unbounded licentioufnefs. A t this day 

the canal is dry a part of the year, and the 

town in ruins, offers nothing to the eye 

but wretched habitations, and a ca&le with 

fome pieces of cannon to defend the road. 

After paffing the ferry of Madie, the 

traveller finds a caravanfary, the only 

afylum againfl the extreme heats of a burn

ing fky, in a journey of fourteen leagues. 

is the prodigious concourfe of people, who collect 

there from all parts, at the feafts of Serapis, and who 

defcend the canal of Alexandria. N i g h t and day it is 

covered with boats, filled with men and women, who 

fing and dance with an extreme licentioufnefs. Strabo, 

l ib . 17. 

Thefe pilgrimages, in ufe in the time of Herodotus, 

ftill exift in our days. T h e Pagans went to the 

temple of Serapis. T h e T u r k s go to the tomb of 

their fantons. T h e Coptis to the churches of their 

faints. T h e one and the other give themfelves up 

to j o y : and even the T u r k i f h gravity has not been 

able to abolifh fonns and dances full of licentioufnefs, 

which feem to have taken rife with the Egyptians. 

E a Beyond 
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Beyond that is a barren plain, where the 

eye perceives neither tree, nor fhrub, nor 

verdure. The fight is fatigued by a tor

rent of light ; 'the fkin is burnt by the 

ardour of the fun. Eleven columns, placed 

at different diftances, ferve as a direction 

for the traveller acrofs the defart, wherein 

the wind drives before it the hillocks of 

fand, like the waves of the ocean. Unfor

tunate he who is furprifed by a whirlwind 

at noon, in the middle of that folitude! 

I f he has not a tent in which he can take 

fhelter, he is attacked by torrents of burn

ing duff, which, filling his eyes and his 

mouth, deprive him of refpiration and of 

life. The molt prudent method is, to 

make this journey by night; at break of 

day the traveller difcovers the palm-trees 

and the fycamores^y, which crown the 

banks 

(m) T h e fycamore of Egypt produces a fig, that 

grows on the trunk of the tree, and not at the extre

mity of the branches. It is eatable, but rather dry. 

T h i s tree becomes very thick and bufhy; it feldom 

grows ftraight; in general it bends, and becomes 

crooked. Its branches, extending horizontally, and 

very 



banks of the N i l e , and he arrives at Rofetta, 

bathed in fweat and dew. 

W h e n after a long abode, in the midtt 

of ruins, and a very fatiguing journey, one 

finds one's felf in a cheerful town, fur-

rounded with groves and verdure, the foul 

expands, and one is more difpofed to en

joy all the beauties of nature. Such is the 

iituation of the traveller who has jufi: 

quitted Alexandria to refide at Rofetta. 

Efcaped from the horrors of the defart, he 

thinks himfelf tranfported into a new Eden, 

where every thing prefents the image of 

abundance. 

Rofetta, called Rafcbid by the Arabs, is 

fituated on the ancient Bolbitine branch, 

to which it gives its name. It was founded 

i n the eighth century fnj. T h e heaps of 

fand 

very far, afford a beautiful fhadc. Its leaf is d i 

vided,and its wood, which is impregnated with a bitter 

juice, is not liable to be worm-eaten. T h e fycamore 

lives many ages. 

(n) Father Sicard, Pocock, Nieburh, and the 

other travellers have not fettled the period of the foun

dation of Rofetta. Elmacln, p. 152, tells us that it 

was built during the reign of Elmetouakkel, Caliph of 

E 3 Bagdad, 



fand which the Nile is continually accumu

lating, no longer permitting veffels to reach 

as far as Faoiie. This town was built at 

the mouth of the river, but it is already 

two leagues from it. Abulfeda tells us 

that it was very inconfiderable in the thir

teenth c e n t u r y ^ . T w o hundred years 

after it was not much encreafed. But 

when the Ottomans added Egypt to their 

conquefts, they neglected the fupport of 

the canals. That of Faoiie ceafing to be 

navigable, Rofetta became the emporium 

of the merchandize of Alexandria and 

Cairo. Commerce foon made it flourim, 

and it is at this day one of the handfomelf 

Bagdad, towards the year 87O of our asra, and under 

the pontificate of Cofma, patriarch of the Jacobites 

at Alexandria. M r . Maillet does not date its foun

dation above one hundred years back, and thinks it 

has replaced Canopus, which is an error. Profper 

Alpinus has committed the fame fault. 

(0) Rafchid balide ala garbi el Nil elgarbi and mefabbo 

jil bahr. Rofetta is a fmall town on the weftcrn bank 

of the N i l e , near its mouth. Belon, who travelled in 

Egypt in 1530, fays, that Rofetta was much fmaller 

than Faoiie. Rofetta is at prefent much larger than 

that to7/n. 

towns 



towns in Egypt. It extends along the 

weftern bank of the N i l e , and is above a 

league in length, by a quarter of a league 

in breadth. There is no remarkable place 

i n i t , nor any one ftreet quite regular, 

but all the houfes built w i t h terraces, 

well difpofed, and well kept, have an 

air of cleanlinefs and elegance, which 

is very plealing. W i t h i n them are vai l 

apartments, where there is a continual fup-

ply of freili air, from a great number of 

windows always open. T h e blinds and 

tranfparent linen, that they ftretch over 

them, keep out the rays of the fun, af

ford a moderate light, and temper the ex-

ceflive heats. T h e only public buildings 

worthy of notice, are the Mofques, wi th 

their lofty minarets, of a very light archi

tecture, and conftructed with much bold-

nefs. They produce a very picturefque 

effect in a town, where all the roofs are 

flat, and throw great variety into the pic

ture. T h e houfes in general have a view 

of the N i l e , and of the Delta, which form 

a moft magnificent fpectacle. T h e river 

is always covered with veffels, mounting 

E 4 a n d 



and defcending with oars or under fail. 

The tumult of the harbour, the joy of the 

mariners, their noify mufic, exhibit a mov

ing and animated fcene. The Delta,that i m -

menfe garden, where the earth is never 

wearied of production, furnimes the whole 

year, a fucceflion of harvefts, of vegetables, 

of flowers, and of fruits. This abundant 

variety fatisfies, at once, the heart and the 

eye. It produces various fpecies of cu

cumbers, and delicious melons. The fig, 

the orange, the banana, the pomegranate, 

are there of the mod exquifite flavour. 

H o w much cultivation would Hil l add to 

their excellence, i f the Egyptians underflood 

the art of engrafting. 

T o the north of the town are gardens, 

where lemon and orange-trees, date-trees, 

and fycamores are planted at random. This 

diforder is not graceful, but the mixture 

of thefe trees, their foliage, which affords 

an arch impenetrable to the rays of the fun, 

with the flowers fpontaneoufly difperfed 

throughout thefe groves, render the made of 

them delightful. 

When 



W h e n the whole atmofphere is on fire, 

when the perfpiration is burfting from every 

pore, when man, panting from the exceffive 

heat, fighs after coolnefs as eagerly as the 

fick after health, with what joy does he 

not go to breathe under thefe charming 

bowers, by the fide of the rivulet that 

waters them ! It is there that the T u r k , 

holding in his hands a long pipe of jafmin 

adorned with amber, thinks himfelf already 

tranfported into the garden of delights 

promifed h i m by Mahomet. Cold , indif

ferent, almoft void of reflection, he fmokes 

a whole day without wearinefs. L iv ing 

without defire, and without ambition, he 

never calls a curious look towards futurity. 

That activity which torments us, that acti

vity, the foul of all our talents, is a ftranger 

to h i m . Content with what he poil'efies, 

he neither invents nor brings any thing to 

perfection ; his life appears to us a long 

fleep ; and ours feems to h im a continual 

flate of intoxication : but whilfl we are 

running after that happinefs which eludes 

us, he enjoys peaceably the bleffings of

fered h im by nature, and which every 
day 



dayprefents to h im, without troubling h i m 

felf about to-morrow. 

It is in thefe gardens, that young Geor

gian girls, fold into ilavery by their inhuman 

parents, lay afide with the veil that covers 

them, that decency they obferve in public. 

Free from all reftraint, they there perform 

lafcivious dances, ling tender airs, and re

cite romances, which difplay the natural 

picture of their manners and their plea-

fures. Born in a temperate climate, they 

have received from nature a foul full of 

energy, and adapted to the tumultuous 

paffions; tranfported into Egypt, the fire 

of the atmofphere, the perfume of the 

orange-flower, the emanations of the aro

matic plants convey voluptuoufnefs into 

all their fenfes j it is then that their whole 

attention is devoted to one object; one 

only defire torments them, one only want 

makes itfelf moft powerfully to be felt; and 

the conftraint of their Iituation adds vio-. 

lence to their paffion. 

Commerce constitutes the principal wealth 

of the inhabitants of Rofetta. The i m 

portation of foreign merchandize to Cairo, 

and 
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and of the productions of Egypt into the 

port of Alexandria, employs a great n u m 

ber of mariners. They make ufe of 

Scberms (p)9 light boats, with a lateen fail, 

which, being without decks, are very dange

rous. A fudden guff of wind throws themon 

their fide, and finks them. The Bogaz fq)t 

fo they call the bar at the mouth of theNile , 

is to them a formidable fhoal. T h e w a 

ters of the river combat with the fea to 

find a palfage. When the wind frefhens, 

the waves there run mountain-high, and 

form whirlpools, which fwallow up veffels. 

T h e bogaz is very (hallow, and in the fpace 

of a league, there is ufually only one paffage 

of a few toifes breadth, where mips can 

pafs. This palfage is continually (hifting. 

Night and day a boatman is founding with 

the lead in his hand, to point out to na

vigators the courfe they m u l l purfue but 

(p) Scherm fignifies the velocity with Which the 

boats cut the water. T h e failors of Provence ( in 

France, who are the principal European navigators 

to this country) have corrupted this word, and call it 

gtrm. 

(q) T h e word Bogaz exn/effes the agitation of the 
waves. 

frequently 



frequently all their fkill is unable to mailer 

the wind and waves; they mifs the palfage, 

ftrike on the fand, and in a few m i 

nutes, all is overwhelmed in a whirlpool 

of mud and water. Every year is marked 

by a great number of fhipwrecks. Seve- ' 

ral have happened fince I have been in this 

country. It was but yefterday that a vef-

fel richly laden periihed on the bogaz. 

T h e paffengers threw themfelves into the 

water. A n old man, worn down with years, 

holding by the mail, difappeared with it . 

Three young girls were fwallowed up, after 

ftrnggling a long time againft the waves 

and the current. T w o robuft mariners 

got to land. A woman of thirty years of 

age, who, with her girdle, had faftened a 

child ihe was fuckling, fwam with vigour; 

the defire of faving her fon fuftained her 

courage. After an hour's refinance againft 

the violence of the waves, this tender mo

ther was on the point of perifhing, a 

victim to her maternal love. The boat

men perceiving her, plunged into the 

N i l e , and flew to her fuccour. Spent 

with fatigue, fhe was fcarcely able to fup-

port 
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port herfelf. They fwam to her fide, raifed 

her up, and brought her fafely to the 

fhore. Thefe melancholy fcenes are fre

quent. T h e bar of the N i l e is totally 

fhut during two months of the year, and 

the commerce of Alexandria is interrupted. 

But mould it become altogether impracti

cable ; mould all the fhips in Egypt perii l i , 

the Ottoman government would not re

move one inch of ground of the canal of 

Faoiie, to render it navigable. It fuffers 

every thing to go to ruin, and repairs no

thing. 

I have much more to fay to you on the 

fubject of Rofetta $ but as I intend to pro

long my ftay in that town, I fhall wait 

until obfervation, and the fociety of the i n 

habitants enable me to tranfmit you frefli 

details. 

I have the honour to be, & c . 

L E T -
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L E T T E R I V . 

An account of Rofetta, its origin, commerce, 

inhabitants, and gardens and of the pro-

eefjion of the P f i l l i , or the eaters offerpents* 

T o M r . L . M . 

Rofetta. 

RO s E T T A , Sir, is a curious place of 

refidence for an European. A thou-

fand new objects ftrike his eye. H e thinks 

himfelf tranfported into another world. 

The human race, the productions of na

ture, every thing is different. A profound 

filence reigns in the town, uninterrupted 

by the noife of any carriage. Camels fup-

ply their place. The inhabitants march 

deliberately along, without fuffering any 

thing to difcompofe their gravity. Long 

robes hang down to their heels. Their 

heads are covered with heavy turbans, or 

bound round with a fhawl (r). They 

cut their hair, and let their beards grow. 

(r) T h e fchale or fhawl, is a long piece of fluff 

made of filk or wool, which they wrap round the head. 

T h e 



T h e girdle is made ufe of by both fexes. 

T h e citizen is armed with a knife, the fol-

dier with a fabre, and a pair of piftols. 

T h e women of the lower clafs, whofe drefs 

confifts of a large blue (hift, and a long 

pair of drawers, have their faces covered 

with a piece of linen, with holes oppofite 

to the eyes. T h e rich wear a large white 

veil , with a cloak of black filk, that wraps 

up their whole body. One would imagine 

they were in domino. A flranger dares 

hardly look at them; it would be a crime 

* to foeak to them. But thefe malks are 

not fcrupulous in making figns, nor i n 

ogling. As this is the only language 

which can be fpoken in public, it is more 

expreflive, carried to greater lengths, and 

brought to more perfection here than i n 

Europe. Every thing is faid, and won

derfully well underftood, without opening 

the lips. 

T h e country round it is as different from 

the environs of Paris, as Rofetta is from a 

town in France. A n immenfe furface, 

without a mountain or h i l l , interfe&ed by 

innumerable canals, is covered with har-
vefts 
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veils; tufted fycamores, whofe unperi fri

able wood protects the labourer's earthen 

cottage, into which he retires during the 

winter, for in fummer he fleeps under the 

fhade; date-trees collected in groves, or 

fcattered over the plain, crowned at top with 

enormous duffers of a fweet and whole-

fome fruit. Cafiia-trees, whofe bend

ing branches are decked out with yellow 

flowers, and bear apod (s), well known 

in medicine; orange and lemon trees, 

that have never been mutilated with the 

fciffars, and which, extending their per

fumed boughs, form vaulted roofs i m 

penetrable to the rays of the fun. Thefe 

are the principal trees to be met with in 

the Delta. Winter never flrips them of 

their leaves. They are decorated the whole 

year, as well as in the firft days offpring. 

The foil is a black mud, the fertility of 

which appears to be inexhauftible. Itis con-

(s) T h i s filiqua or pod, refembles a fmall long cu

cumber. It is the caffia made ufe of medicine. T h e 

caflia of Egypt is much preferable to that of America; 

but as it is dearer, the druggifts neglect it. T h e Egyp

tians ufe the flower of the caffia-tree as a laxative. 

tinually 



tinually productive without ever lying fallow* 

They are juft preparing fome lice-fields,; 

Oxen with bandages before their eyes, turn 

draw-wheels, which empty the Water into 

a bafon from whence it fpreads over the 

fields, which are fuffered to remain a week 

overflowed. W h e n the ground has tho

roughly imbibed it , men* women, and 

children, all naked up to their waifls, go 

into the mud, wherein they fink very deep, 

and eafily take up all the roots of the plants. 

T h i s labour finifhed, they pluck the rice 

(t)ol^ foot highj arid tranfplant it into 

the rice-field. Covered with water every 

day, it grows with an aftonifhing rapidity. 

A t the end of July the lands lying on the 

banks of the N i l e , and on the borders of 

the canals are planted with i t . It is 

cut in November, and the fheaves fpread 

on the ground. A man feated on a low 

cart, drawn by two oxen, and which has 

fharp wheels, drives over the ftraw, and 

cuts it into pieces. It is then winnowed, 

feparated from the grain, and carried 

(t) T h i s word comes from the Arabic rouz. 

V O L . I. F 'into 



into barns where they make ufe of a m i l l 

to take off the hufk. Thus prepared, it is 

mixed with fait, and fhut up in couffh (uJ, 

made of the leaves of the date-trees. 

The rice in the neighbourhood of R o 

fetta is called Sukani. It is a miftake to 

imagine that fome of it is brought to M a r -

feilles. Deftined for the fupply of C o n -

ftantinople, its exportation into foreign 

countries is moft rigoroufly prohibited. It 

is at Damietta that the people of Provence 

go to feek their cargoes. 

As foon as the rice is cut, the planters 

"tear up the flubble, give a flight tillage to 

the earth, and fow barley, which very foon 

ripens. They who prefer hay, overflow 

the field immediately after the rice crop, 

and fow it with lucerne fx/. It fprings 

up with fuch rapidity, that at the end of 

twenty days, it is a foot and a half high, 

and grows fo thick, that its furface appear* 

one folid mafs of verdure. They mow it 

(u) T h e word couffe is Arabic. It fignifies the oval 

baskets made of the date-leaves, wherein the rice is-

kept. „ 

(x) T h e Arabs call it Harfim; there is no other 
kind of bzy in Egypt. 

three 



three times before the feafon proper for 

tranfplanting the rice, fo that the fame field 

in the courfe of twelve months, furnilhes 

two harvests, one of rice, the other of 

barley, or four crops, one of rice, and three 

of hay. This abundance is no where but in 

the Delta, where the grounds, lower than 

in the Thebais, admit of being watered the 

whole yeari by the means of canals and 

wheels, which raife the water. 

T h e town of Rofetta has linen manufac

tories. T h e flax of the country, which is 

long, foft, and filky, would make very beau

tiful linen, i f they knew how to employ i t ; 

but the fpinfters are very inexpert, the 

thread they make at the fpindle is clumfy, 

hard, and uneven. T h e linens they bleach 

ferve for the table, the reft, dyed blue, arc 

employed for the clothing of the people. 

In myexcurfions in the environs of R o 

fetta, I went to fee the caftle built by the 

Mamelukes, to defend the entrance of the 

r iver ; it is a fquare building, flanked 

with four towers, lined with cannon. 

It is fituated a league to the north

ward of the town, on the weftern bank of 

F 2 the 



the river. A platform furnifhed with ar

tillery, is oppofite to it . Thefe two forts 

altho' very inconfiderable, would be fuffi-

cient to (top veffels from entering, did the 

Turks know how to make ufe of cannon; 

but they have here no occafion for i t . 

Nature has taken care to defend the mouth 

of the N i l e , by railing a dangerous bar, 

the terror of navigators. It would be i m -

poffible even for gun-boats, topafs it , i f the 

boatman of the Bogaz were not to point out 

the courfe. 

T o the fouthward of the town, on the 

bank of the Ni le is a fmall eminence, from 

the middle of which rifes an ancient tower 

half buried by time. A large femicircular 

bafon, at the foot of it , announces a port 

which has been choked up by the fand. A 

Turkifh merchant having made them dig a 

few years ago at the bottom of this hillock, 

found twenty beautiful marble pillars. This 

difcovery was his ruin. The Beys imagin

ed that he had carried off a treafure from 

it, and ftripped him of his fortune fyj. 

T h e 

(y) Meffieurs Nieburh, Shaw, Pocock, Father 

Sicard, take no notice of it . M r . Mai l iet , who was 
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T h e learned who have vifited Egypt, have 

not endeavoured to difcover what town for

merly ftood here. M r . Danville fufpects 

that the ancient Bolbitina muft have been 

at a very fmall diftance from the fpot on 

which Rofetta now Hands. H e is not de

ceived ; for the ruins I defcribe are at the 

extremity of the town, and can only be

long to the Bolbitina, which Stephen of 

Byzantium fpeaks of, and which gives its 

name to one of the branches of the N i l e . 

T h i s place is very picturefque ; the tow

er falling into ruins, is furrounded by 

tombs. T o the weft ward is a defart plain, 

whofe burning extent the eye cannot look 

over without horror. T h e infinite number 

of rays reflected from the fands, injures the 

fight, and the picture of fterility infpires 

the mind with gloom. But on turning to 

the eaft, what a ftriking contrail! what a 

a. minute obferver, has remarked that there had been 

an ancient town at this place, and thought it was C a 

nopus. But the fituation of Canopus is fo perfectly 

defcribed by Strabo, Pl iny, Diodorus Siculus, &c . 

that it is impoflible not to difcover that 4bmkir oc~ 

cupies its place. 

F 3 ' delightful 



delightful landfcape ! It is a majeftic river 

covered with boats it is the Delta, where 

the graces of the fpring, the beauty of the 

fummer, the rich luxuriance of the autumn 

are moft profufely united. A s far as the 

eye can carry you, you have verdure, fruits, 

and harvefts. Is not this the image of that 

Eden, where the Creator placed the firft 

inhabitants of the world ? 

Y o u are acquainted, Sir, with the Pfylli 

o f antiquity, thofe celebrated eaters of fer-

pents, who amufed themfelves with the 

bite of vipers, and the credulity of the 

people. Cyrene, a town fituated tq the 

wel l of Alexandria, formerly a dependency 

of Egypt, reckoned a great many of thefe 

people amongft its inhabitants. Y o u know 

that the unworthy Odtavius, who wilhed 

to gratify his vanity by chaining Cleopatra 

to his triumphal car, vexed at feeing that 

haughty female efcape from him by death, 

made one of the Pfylli fuck the wound 

made by the afp which bit her. The at

tempt was fruitlefs thepoifon had already 

corrupted the mafs of blood. She was 

not reilored to life. W i l l you believe it. 

Sir, 



O N E G Y P T . ft 

Sir, thefe very eaters of ferpents ftill exift 

i n our days, A fact to which I was. a, 

witnefs w i l l convince you of i t . 

; Laft week was celebrated the feaft of Sidi 

Ibrahim fzj, which drew a vaft concourfe of 

people to Rofetta. A T u r k permitted me 

to come to his houfe to fee the proceliion. 

Seated at the window, I obferved attentively 

this new fpectacle, T h e different bodies 

of artizans gravely marched along under 

their refpective banners. T h e ftandard of 

Mahomet, which was carried in tr iumph, 

attracted a vaft crowd. Every body was 

defirous of touching, of kifling it, of putting 

it to his eyes. Such as were fortunate-

enough to partake of that favour, returned 

contented. T h e tumult was incefTantly 

renewed. A t length came the Cheiks (the 

priefts of the country) wearing long caps of 

leather, in the form of a mitre. They 

marched with folemn fteps, chaunting the 

Coram A few paces behind them, I per

ceived a band of madmen, with their arms 

(z) The Lord Abraham. T h e Arabs defcended from 

Abraham by Ifhmael, hold him in great veneration* 

arid celebrate a feaft annually in honour of him. 

F 4 bare, 



bare, and a wild look, holding in their 

hands enormous ferpents, which were t w i l l 

ed round their bodies,, and were endea

vouring to make their efcape (a). Thefe 

Pfyll i , griping them forcibly by the neck, 

avoided their bite, and notwithstanding 

their hiffing, tore them with their teeth, 

and ate them up alive, the blood lfreaming 

down from their polluted mouths. Others 

of the Pfylli were ftriving to tear from 

them their prey; it was a ilruggle who 

ihould devour a ferpent. 

T h e populace followed them with amaze

ment, and believed it to be a miracle. 

They pafs forperfons infpired, and poifefTed 

by a ipirit who dellroys the effect of the bite 

pf the ferpent. This defcription, which I 

give you after nature, at firft frightened 

me, and then made me reflect on man, 

that flrange being, for whom poifon be

comes food ; that credulous being, whofe 

eyes are not opened by the fpectacle re-

(a) T h e Pfyl l i , who inhabited Cyrene and its 

neighbourhood, had a fecret antidote againft the bite 

pf ferpents. Strait, lib. 17. It was perhaps by eat

ing their flefli that they defhoyed the effe& of theirbite. 

newed 



newed every year * and who in the blind-

nefs of his ignorance, is ready to worfhip 

as a G o d , his fellow creature who has the 

art to impofe on his underftanding. Y o u 

fee, Sir, thofe ancient ufages are not loft in 

a country where cuftom, that imperious 

tyrant of the world, has peculiarly efta-

blifhed her throne, and her altars. 

I have the honour to be, &c, 

L E T -



L E T T E R V . 

journey from Rofetta to Boulac. Obferva* 

tlons on the manner of navigating the Nile; 

the canals which are detached from it j 

the towns, villages, and hamlets on their 

banks; the cultivation of the lands, their 

productions, and the cufoms of the inha

bitants. 

To Mr. L. M . 

Rofetta, the October, i 1777. 

HE R E we are, Sir, on board a mach. 

It is a large boat with two mails, 

which has a handfome chamber, and a 

cabinet hung with matting curioufly work

ed. A tent raifed on the deck, forms a 

fhelter from the heat of the fun. It is from 

this Bclvidere, that I mall defcribe to you 

the objects that flrike me. It is now one 

o'clock; we weigh anchor; the fail is f i l 

led ; the north wind, which blows almoft 

constantly at this feafon, carries us up the 

river 



fiver very eafily againft the current. W e 

advance rapidly, and the waves foam under 

the bow of our little veffel. Already the 

lofty minarets of Rofetta difappear in the 

clouds. Charming profpects claim our 

attention every inftant. T h e banks of the 

N i l e are lined with reeds. T h e plain, is 

covered with harvefts. T h e rice is nearly 

at maturity, and the wind agitating the 

furface, makes it refemble the waves of the 

fea. T h e peafant, occupied in directing 

the watering necerfary for his fields, opens 

or fhuts his dykes at pleafure. T h e ox 

turns the noify wheel which raifes up 

the water. A l o n g the plain, differ

ent hamlets, compofed of earthen huts, 

prefent themfelves to view, fome houfes 

built with bricks dried in the fun, and a 

fmall mofque, whofe minaret is loft amongft 

the tops of the trees. Surrounded by o-

range and palm-trees, and fycamores, they 

feem to fpring out of the verdure. W e 

have paffed feveral villages, and an ifland, 

whofe fummit is crowned w rith water

melons, of which we have laid in our 

flock. It is impoffible to.be furfeited with 

them. 
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them. Nourifhed in a fruitful foil, ripened 

by a burning fun, the pulp diffolves In the 

mouth, and furnimes afugary water, which 

is delicious in this hot country. But what 

renders them infinitely more valuable, is, 

that they are very wholefome, and may be 

eaten to excefs without any inconvenience. 

T h i s ifland is between the villages of Be-

rimbal, and Mehalkt el Emir. 

Before we arrived at Deirout, a handfome 

town on the weflern bank of the Ni le , we 

faw the mouth of a canal, that probably 

difcharges itfelf into the lake of Behire, 

by which there was a communication with 

Canopus. The fun is now on the decline. 

H e gilds with his departing rays the top 

of the minarets of Faoiie, which we per

ceive in the made. W e fhall pafs the 

night before that town. 

From on board, the 2d October. 

Faoiie, Sir, is greatly fallen from its 

c former confequence. W h e n Belon (b) 

travelled 

(b) Belon, as I have already laid, travelled in 

Egypt i n the fifteenth century, about fifteen years 

after 



travelled i n Egypt, this was the largefl 

town in the country after Cairo. T h e V e 

netians had a conful there. T h e merchan

dize was tranfported up the canal w h i c h 

conveys the water to Alexandria. Since 

it is no longer navigable, Rofetta has be

come a flourifhing place, and Faoiie, w i t h 

its commerce, has loft the fource of its 

riches. I have run through i t wi th the 

JanifTary who accompanies me. Large 

buildings falling into ruins ; fquares filled 

with rubbifh ; brick houfes badly taken 

care of; fome mofques without ornaments; 

an impoverifhed people, and few i n n u m 

ber fuch are the fad remains of the cele

brated city of the Milefians (c)» In the 

neighbourhood of Canopus, fhe has preferv

ed a tint of her corrupted manners. T h e 

inhabitants permit the women of pleafure 

ifter the Ottoman conqueft. T h i s valuable natura-

lift vifited a great part of the eaftern world, and 

brought to France feveral new plants. It is to h im 

vvc are indebted for the ever-green oak, which pre-

ferves a faint image of the fpring during the winter. 

(c) I have faid in my firft letter, that the Milefians 

built the town which new bears the name of Faoue. 

publicly 



publicly to occupy a kan, and fhut their 

eyes to the diforders they commit. They 

attack the pafTengers, and perform in their 

prefence, the fongs and dances cuftomary 

i n that country. Nothing Can be more 

libertine that their fongs $ nothing more 

lafcivious than their looks and geftures. 

In the environs of this town was Naucrates* 

founded alfo by the Milefians. 

From on board, the 3d Odtobeu 

T h e northerly wind, always favourable 

to our willies, has haftened the dawn the 

failors have fpread the fail. W e overcome 

witheafe the rapidity of the current. W e 

have paffed feveral low iflands almoft under 

water, and fome hamlets^ that we perceive 

through clumps of verdure. W e are five 

miles from Faoiie, oppofite the mouth of 

the canal formed by Alexander, and 

which the negligence of the Turks has 

fufTered to be partly choked up. Fol low

ing its courfe, at four leagues within the 

country is the fmall town of Damanhoiir, 

inhabited by Copti and Mahometans. It 

is the HermopoUs parva of Ptolemy. Strabo 

places 



places it on the river,, but by that mull: be 

underftood the canal of Alexandria. Abul-» 

feda has marked its fituation well 

T h e neighbouring country produces a great 

deal of flax, corn, barley,' and cotton, 

which is an annual plant. 

As we advance, we perceive a multitude 

of boats going up the river under f a i l ; 

others that go down, and drive with the 

itream. T h e mariners amufe themfelves 

with their rough and noify mufic. T h e y 

m i x their hoarfe voices with the found of 

the tambour de bafqite, and of the w i l d 

flute made of reeds* Thefe concerts do not 

charm the ear 3 but the joy they infpire, 

(d) Damanhour is a town of Egypt, fituated to the 

fouth-eaft of Alexandria, near to the canal that con

veys the water there. It is the capital of the Behire. 

It is called Damanhour from the defart. Oua ?ncn. 

halad mafr Damanhour. Oua hie fi-l-chark, eua-l-

genoub. Oua hie caadat elbehirL Oua leha Kalig 

Elefcanderie* Oua taaref Damanhour el ouaehech. 

Abulfeda. Defcription of Egypt. 

It is fo called to diftinguifh it from two towns of the 

fame name, and becaufe it is not far from the defart, 

where are the lakes of Natroun* 

reaches 



reaches the foul of thofe who hear them. 

Droves of oxen low in the meadows. T h e 

peafants, difperfed over the plain, are water

ing their crops. The girls defcend from 

their villages to warn their linen, and draw 

water. They are all at their toilet. Their 

pitchers, and their clothes are on^he bank. 

They rub their bodies with the mud of the 

N i l e , plunge into the river, and fport a-

mongff, the waves. Several of them are 

now fwimming around our boat, crying 

out 'ia fidi at maidi, Seignior, give us a 

medin feJ, They fwim with a great deal 

of grace. Their hair flows i n treffes on 

their moulders. Their fkin is^very brown 

and fwarthy, but they are i n general 

well made. T h e facility with which 

they bear, up againft the rapidity of the 

current, proves what ftrength and fupplenefs 

the moft delicate perfons may acquire by 

exercife. (f). So after warning her gar

ments, was the beautiful Nauficaa, bathing 

(e) T h e medin is a fmall piece of copper coin 

filvered over, which is worth fix liards of France, or 

three farthings Engl i ih . 

(f) Odyfley, book the 6th. 
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herfelf with her companions, when UlyfTes 

appeared quite naked before themfgj. T h e 

wind freshens ; our bark cuts the water 

with rapidity. T h e courfe of the N i l e is 

very crooked, and every elbow prefents us 

a frelh landfcape. Here appears a village 

which lofes itfelf i n the horizon ; there 

Hands a large burgh with its mofque near 

(g) UlyfTes was fhipwrecked on the coaft of the 

Pheacians. Overcome with fatigue, he had fallen 

afleep amongft the bufhes, on a bed of leaves. N a u -

ficaa had come with her companions to wafh their 

garments on the bank of the river. After bathing, 

they amufed themfelves with throwing ftones. One 

of them falling near Ulyfles, awakened him. He went 

towards the place from whence he heard the cries. 

A t the fight of a man who had nothing to cover his 

nakednefs but the bough of a tree, all the flaves ran 

away. T h e daughter of Alcinous alone remained. 

She liftened with dignity to the tale of the unhappy 

ftranger, comforted him, called her followers, and 

commanded them to wafh him, and clothe him with 

a tunic and a clokc. T h e poet has painted with 

wonderful art in Nauficaa, the noblenefs of a perfon 

of high rank, who does not fly at the fight of a 

man without clothing, from a certain confidence i n 

her own virtue, and from the reflexion, that he is 

poflibly an unfortunate perfon, whom fhe may have 

it in her power to relieve. 

V O L . I, G L ° 



to a wood of orange-trees. On every fide 

we difcover pigeon-houfes of a pyramidal 

form, where innumerable flights of pigeons 

are collected. Fed in thefe fertile plains, 

their flem is fat and of a delicious flavour; 

they only coil three medins, (or two-pence 

farthing Engli lh) the couple. The Egyp

tians manure with their dung the grounds 

wherein they plant their water-melons. 

Night approaches. The Ni le is filled 

with pirates, who attack the boats under 

cover of the darknefs, cut off" the heads 

of the paffengers who are off their guard, 

and rob them of their effects. W e have 

caff anchor near a little hamlet. The cap

tain has collected his crew, and is very 

gravely recounting to them many wonder

ful tales. Flis audience fitting round, is 

liftening to him with the greater! atten

tion. 

From on board, the 4th October. 

W e have paffed the night between a 

little ifland and the mouth of the canal of 

Menouf. This canal comes out of the 

branch of Damietta, and runs into that of 

Rofetta, 
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"Rofetta, interfering the Delta in an ob

lique direction. It is-fifteen leagues long, 

very wide, and is navigable for boats three 

months of the year. At four leagues from 

its mouth is the pleafant town of M e -

nouff&J, the capital of the province of 

that name, and the refidence of a Bey. 

It is fituated in the midft of rich fields 

fown with corn, beans, bamier (iJ, and 

dourra fkj, and fhaded by groves of tama

rind and date-trees, inhabited by vaft n u m 

bers .of turtle-doves, which, never hearing 

(b) T h e Delta is divided into two provinces, in 

which two Beys refide. Menouf is the capital of the 

upper, and Meballe el Kebire of the lower province. 

T h e former is called Menoufie, the latter Garble. 

(i) T h e bamier is a plant which produces a pyra

midal hulk, with feveral compartments, of the colour 

of a lemon, and filled with mufky feeds. T h i s hufk 

dreffed with meat is a wholefome food, and has a 

very agreeable flavour. T h e Egyptians make great 

ufe of it in their ragouts. 

(i) T h e dourra, or millet of India, is a lofty plant, 

with the leaf of a reed. It bears a membrane, which 

contains.a number of feeds, of which the peafants 

make their bread. Tournefort calls it milium arun-

dinaceum piano alboque femine. Linnaeus, hclcus dora 

trlumis villo/is feminibus co?npreJJis arijlatis. 
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the terrifying noife of powder, are as tame 

as domeftic pigeons. 

From fun-rife the north wind had filled 

our fails. W e pafs between iflands on 

which the grafs is very high, and where 

they are driving the buffaloes to paffure. 

A fhepherd feated on the neck of the fore-

moff of the drove, defcends into the river, 

fmacks his whip, and leads the way. T h e 

whole drove follow in a row, lowing as 

they fwim along to their paffure, and dif-

charging out the water from their wide nof-

trils. Thefe animals live in the N i l e during 

the heats j they plunge up to the moulders, 

and feed on tender grafs that grows along 

the banks. 

Behind a wood of date-trees and fyca-

mores, which terminates our profpect to 

the fouthward, arife the lofty minarets of 

Terrdne. This fmall town, lituated on the 

weffern bank of the N i l e , is only eight 

leagues from the monaflery of St. M a -

caire. The natroun, which the Egyp

tians make great ufe of, is brought 

thither from two lakes. A few miles 

higher, is the little harbour of Ouar-

dan 



dan (I), under the (hade of the palm-

trees, where Father Sicard burnt heaps df 

ancient manufcripts which were fhut up in a 

pigeon-houfe, under pretence that they were 

books of magic." Thus does blind fanati-

cifm deftroy, in a moment, the treafures 

of whole ages! The fun has run half his 

courfe; we have left Ouardan on our right; 

if the wind holds we mall be this evening 

at Boulac. 

Before all the villages we pafs, the 

children of both fexes are exercifing them

felves in fwimming. They cover their 

bodies with mud, plunge into the water, 

return to the bank, and again throw them

felves into it. Swimming is a pleafure 

(I) T h e following is the pafTage of Father Sicard : 

" I had intelligence that there was in that village a 

" pigeon-houfe filled with papers, full of magic cha-

" rafters, which had been purchafed of fome religious 
1 1 Gopti and fchifmatics. Without meeting with" 
u any refinance, 1 made fuch ufe of them as was my 

" duty, and I fixed up in their place a crucifix of 

" Jerufulem, which the Copti revere with a great deal 

" of devotion." Lettres Edifiantes* p. 53. It appears 

. that he burnt, on the fpot, thefe manufcripts filled 

with hieroglyphic characters. 
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which necefhty l̂ as made a law for them. 

A l l Egypt in fact is interfered by wide and 

deep canals, which are full of water in the 

time of the inundation. It is often necef-

fary to crofs feveral of thefe, to go from 

one village to another. O n thefe occafions 

men and women throw off their fhirts and 

drawers, and, making a diadem of them 

round their heads, fwim over the river. But 

what would furprife an European, is to 

fee the Egyptian women, who, under thefe 

circumfiances, preferve only a fmall piece 

of linen to cover themfelves, put it on their 

faces. A T u r k would find no difficulty 

in explaining this phenomenon. 

W e are arrived at the point of the Delta. 

It is here that the Ni le divides itfelf into 

two branches, and is two miles wide at this 

place, called by the Arabs batn el bakara, 

the belly of the cow. W e now have the 

firft fight of the tops of the two large py

ramids, which are at eight leagues diftance 

from us. The fetting fun tips them with 

his departing rays. They refemble fum-

mits of two mountains that lofe them

felves in the clouds. A l l hail to the two 

moft 



moft ancient monuments <of the induftry of 

man ! T h e very fight of them infpires a 

religious awe. H o w many generations have 

difappeared from the face of the globe, fincc 

thefe enormous malfes have refted on the foot 

of the mountain they are built on ! N i g h t 

has covered them with his (hade. Our fai-

lors, now near the end of their voyage, make 

the air refound with their fhouts of joy. 

T h e lanthorn is juft lighted, which is to 

prevent us from being run againft, and per

haps funk, by the prodigious number of 

boats which mount and defcend the river. 

They have all got fires in them, and we are 

failing in the micUft of an illumination, the 

appearances of which vary every inftant. It 

is eleven o'clock at night. W e are calling an

chor before Bou/ac, the port of Grand Cairo. 

L E T -
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Defcription of Grand Cairo, the capital of 

Egypt. Refearches concerning its origin, 

according to the authority of the mofi emi

nent Arabian writers. 

T o M r . L . M . 

FO R thefe nine months paff, Sir, I have 

been an inhabitant of Grand Cairo, that 

immenfe city, where the Europeans crawl 

in the duff, and where the name of 

Frank ftnj is a reproach. The fanaticifm 

of the Mahometan religion reigns here 

triumphant. It is here that the M u l f u l -

man, eat up with ignorance, thinks himfelf 

the mod fublime being in the univerfe, 

and attributes to himfelf with a fecret 

Complacency, the words contained in the 

(m) The moll abufive term the Egyptians can be-
ftow on any perfon is to call him Frank; which is the 
general denomination of all the Europeans amongft 
them. 

note. 



note (n). T h i s oracle, which is believed 

by every one of them, nouriihes their pride. 

They confequently trample under feet all 

thofe who have not their faith. T o avoid 

mfults from the populace, and to fulfil the 

intention of my voyage, I have affumedthe 

Turkifh drefs and manner. M y fkin, 

burnt by the fun, is become Egyptian. A 

flvawl covers my head and conceals my hair. 

M y cheeks are fhaded by long whilkers. 

Thanks to this metamorphofis, and to the 

cuftom I have of fpeaking Arabic. I walk 

about the town, I run over its environs, 

and I live with this ftrange people. C u 

riofity very often leads me farther than is 

juftified by prudence ; but the voice of rea-

fon is weak, when a commanding paftion 

has the fway. It is to this defire of feeing 

every thing, that you wi l l be indebted for the. 

(n) You are the mofl excellent people in the utiiverfe. 

You enjoin equity, you forbid crimes, you believe in God, 

is'c. T h e Coran, (tranflated by the author) vol. I ft, 

page 6 6 ; and this other verfc: 

Cretainly the Chrijlians, the infidel fews^ and the idola

ters, are the mofl perverfe of men, but the believers 

•who praclife virtue, are the mofl perfect work of heaven. 

Coran, vol. 2. page 246. 

details 



details I fhall give you, which wi l l have 

at leaft the merit of truth to recommend 

them. 

Grand Cairo is a modern town. T h e 

oriental hiftorians eftablim this fact fo 

clearly, as to leave no room for doubt. I 

wil l give you their own wrords ; for when 

one wiihes to treat a particular point of 

their hiffory, themfelves can only furniih 

fuch information as may be relied on. 

" (o) In the year 358 of the Hegyra, 

«« Jauhar, general of Moaz, fprung from 

" the princes of the Kirouan, came into 

«« Egypt at the head of a formidable army, 

" and took it from the Abaffides (p). 

*' Thenceforward the prayer was in the 

(a) Ehnacin, page 2 2 2 . 

(p) The caliphs of Bagdad fleeping on their thrones, 

were gradually ftripped of their vaft dominions, by the 

governors, and nothing remained to them of that 

power which had threatened the whole world, but a 

pompous title, and the barren prerogative of being the 

firft named in the prayers of all the mofques. T h e 

conqueft of Moaz deprived them even of this honour, 

which was not reftored to them ti l l 2 0 7 years after, 

when Salla Eddln, of the family of the Aioubites, be

came mafter of Egypt. 

" name 
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; name of the Fatimites fq). T h e con-
p queror being in want of a place to efta-

< bli lh his foldiers, laid the foundation of 

< Elkahera (r) built a palace there to lodge 

' the emperor, and made the great men 

f and the foldiers inhabit the 1 new town. 

" Four years after Moaz quitted his do-
c minions in Barbary, and came to enjoy 

' his conqueft. That year the building 

' of Grand Cairo was finifhed, and the 

empire of the Fatimites eftablifhed. 

*' M o a z , in an injunction he gives his 

" fon, makes ufe of thefe words; T h e 

" inftant of the foundation of their town 

" was marked by the afcenlion of Mars ($) , 

(q) T h e Fatimite caliphs derived their origin from 

A l i who efpoufed Fatima, the daughter of Mahomet. 

In the year 2 9 6 of the Hegira, they founded a kingdom 

on the coaft of Africa, and reigned there t i l l the year 

567-

(r) T h e town called by the Europeans Grand 

Cairo. 

(s) T h e ditches were dug which were to furround 

the town, the materials were prepared to fill them, the 

aftronomers obferved with their inftruments, the paf-

fage of Mars over the meridian ; a fignal announced 

that moment, and the foundation of Elkahera was laid 

amidft fhouts of joy« 



* of that Mars who fubdues' the univerfe. 

** It is on account of this horofcope that I 

" have given it the name of Elkahera (t)" 

(the Victorious). 

The foundation of Grand Cairo having 

been the fubjeel: of error and difpute amongff 

the learned, and amongft travellers fuj, 

permit me, Sir, to" add to the teftimony of 

Elmacinj the defcription of Abulfeda (x). 

This 

(t) T h e word elkaher is the name of the planet Mars, 

and fignifies at the fame time victorious. 

(u) Profper Alpinus fays, that Grand Cairo is the-

Memphis of the ancients. Voyage d'Egypte, page 17. 

Father Sicard pretends that Grand Cairo was built by 

Elnel Aas, Omar's lieutenant. Lettres edifantes, page 

466. T h e paflages I quote are fufficient to refute 

thofe European writers, whofe opinion, deftitute of 

proofs, contradicts all the monuments of oriental hif-

tory. 

(x) " Oua ala janeb el Foftat men chamaliha, me-

" dinetelkahera, ahedfha elkolfa elfatemioun. E l l a -

" z in Zaharou Belgarb, torn melekou el mafr; oua 

** kan aoual men melek menhom bemafr Moazebn 
< c Elmanfor Oua akhtat elkahera fi fene 

" teffaa oua khamfin, oua talat ma'iat ; oua canet cj-

** kahera biftanlebe tailoun, ala elcarb men medinet 

«' melkhom elmaroufe" belcatai'ah ; oua famet elkahera 

** l'eltefaoual ai ickhor men khalef amrha ; oua elka-

" hera 
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This writer, celebrated bqth as a geographer 

,an4 hiftorlan, gives many interefting parti

culars, which are no-where elfe to be met 

with. 
s e On the fide of Foftat./^j, towards the 

ft north, is the town of Elkahera, which was 

" founded by the Fatimite caliphs. Thefe 

" princes who had founded an empire on 

" the coaft of Barbary, made themfelves 

" mafters of Egypt. T h e firft conqueror,, 

? and who reigned there, was Moaz, fon 

*? of Elmanfor . . . ; H e laid the founda-

tion of Cairo in the year 359 of the H e -

" gira T h e fpot he built it on, 

" was a garden belonging to the fon of 

• Toulon (zj, and which was near the 

" royal 

** hera leift ala chatt el N i l , belh* charkio; oua el Foftat 
u ala hafatel N i l ; oua hie mahatt, ou acllaa lelmara-

» keb, oua befabab Zalek far el Foftat a£tar rezca, 

" oua arkas afaara men el kahera." Abulfeda, De~ 

" fcription of Egypt. 

(y) Foftat is the town we improperly call old Cairo. 

(z) Toulon, a celebrated governor of Egypt, revolt-

ted againft Abou Elabbas, fon of Elmetouakkcl, the 15 th 

Abaffid Cal iph, in the year 264 of the Hegira, and 

made himfelf mafter of the country. His children on

ly 



" royal quarter of Catdiab (a), where he 

" fixed his refidence. The new town was 

" called Elkahera (the victorious), as a pre-

" fage of future triumphs over its enemies. 

" It is not, like Foftat, fituated on the NiJe, 

" but a little to the eaft of the river. T h e 

* fituation of the latter is more favour-

" able therefore for commerce. Boats come 

" there from all parts of Egypt, and every 

" article of living is very cheap." 

The fituation of Grand Cairo, as A b u l 

feda informs us, and as experience has 

convinced me every day, is not fo advan

tageous as that of Foftat. Its diftance 

from the Nile is not its only difadvantage. 

The barren chain of the Mokattam fur-

rounds it to the eaftward. This mountain, 

ly reigned there t i l l the year 2 9 2 . Subdued by 

Mohammed, general of Moclefi Bellah, the 1 7 t h 

Abaffid Caliph, they were conveyed to Bagdad. 

Elmacin. 

(a) Toulon built to the north of Foftat, a fuburb, fo 

confiderable as to obtain the name of the royal town 

of Cata'iah. T h i s fuburb, which at prefent forms part 

of Grand Cairo, ftill contains the magnificent mofque 

built there by that prince, and the palace he inhabited, 

known at this day by the name of Calaa el kabech. 

totally 



totally without verdure, prefents nothing 

to the eye but a dry fand, and ftones cal

cined by the fun (bj. When the northerly 

wind does not blow, it reflects a fuffocating 

heat upon the town. One breathes a 

fiery air, and coolnefs is no where to be 

found before the night. For a long time 

therefore, there was nothing but gardens, 

country-houfes, and barracks for the troops. 

It owed its fudden encreafe to an event I 

fhall relate with pleafure, becaufe it is con

nected with our hiftory. " T h e French, 

" under king Lufignan, had extended their 

" conquefts in Syria, and carried their vic-

" torious arms even into Egypt. In the 

" year 564, of the Hegira, they took Bef-

(b) " Oua fi fene arba oua fcttin oua khamfe maiat 

" elfrangi melekou bclbes, oua nahabouha, oua cata-

" lou ahelha, oua efrouhom ; torn farou men helbcs 

*' oua nazelou ala elkahera oua haferouha. Feharae 
< l Schaouar medinet mafr raufan men en eimlekha el-

" frangi; fe baqualt elnar tehrokha arbaat oua kham-

" fin ioum ; oua faneh fchaouar elfrangi, ala elf elf 

" dinar, iehmelha eleihom, fe hamal eleihom mai'at 

" elf dinar, fe falhom en ierhelou an elkahera 

. " leicdar alagema clmal oua hafalo, fe rahalou. Abul-

" ft da. 

« bcis 



** beis by ftorm, put a part of the inha-

" bitants to the fword, and led the reft 

" into captivity. Encouraged by thefe 

" fucceffes, they marched towards Grand 

" Cairo, and took it. Schaouar, king of 

V Egypt, fearing left Foftat mould fall in-

" to their hands, fet lire to i t ; the flames 

V fpread rapidly, and the town burnt for 
< { four and fifty days. This weak prince, 

" unable to expel by force his enterprizing 

" enemies, had recourfe to ftratagemj 

" he gave them a hundred thouland di-

" nars (crowns of gold), and promifed 

" them a million, if they would leave the 

" country. They quitted it, and loft both 
f t their conqueft, and the promifed fum. 

Grand Cairo profited by the difafter of 

Foftat. The wretched inhabitants aban

doned their heaps of afhes, to take refuge 

in the new town, which afTumed the proud 

furname of Mafr, attached to the capital 

of Egypt. Salah Eddin (c) foon came 

to 

(<•') The famous Salah Eddin, who fought for twen

ty years againft the Franks, and who almoft entirely 

expelled them the eaftern countries, was named gover

nor 
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to eftablifh there the dynafty of the Aiou-

bites. 

«< In the year 572 (d) of the Hegira, 

«« he built the walls that furround Grand 

f? Cairo, and the caftle fituated on Mount 

a Mokattam. It is about 29300 cubits, 

«c (three leagues) in circumference. They 

" worked at it until his death (e)" 

T h e walls ftill exift almoft entire but 

they are concealed in many places by rub-

nor of Egypt by Nour Eddin in the year 564 of 

the Hegira. Three years after he became king of 

it. He extended his conquefts rapidly into Syria and 

Mefopotamia, T h i s prince, born at Tecrit, a ftrong 

place between Bagdad and M o f u l , in the year 5 3 3 of 

the Hegira, died at Damafcus, in the year 5 8 2 . 

(d) " F i hade eflene (etnin ouakhamfe mai'at) amar 

* l Salah Eddin beinan eflbur eddiar ala mafr elkahera, 

" oua elkulaat ala eggebal elmokattam. Oua dour 

** telk teffaat oua acherin elf draa, oua talat mai'at draa, 

" oua lam izel elaml i l a en mat. Life of Salah Eddin. 

(e) T h i s paflage formally deftroys the opinion of 

Father Sicard, who fays that this caftle was built by 

queen Semiramis, and the opinion of Meflieurs Shaw, 

Nieburh, and a great many other writers, who take 

it for the fortrefs of Babylon, founded in Egypt by the 

Perfians. 

V O L . I. H b I f h 



bifh and by houfes. There are feveral 

gates, of a fimple and majeftic ftyle of archi

tecture. Thefe edifices, and fome mofques 

merit the admiration of travellers. Salah 

Eddin, the patron of literature, built an uni-

verfity in the quarter of Carafe, and the 

handfome mofque which covers the tomb 

of Schaffey, the founder of one of the four 

feds of the Sunnites (f). It is ftill exift-

ingi but the'buildings of the univerfity are 

falling into ruins. The academy Djameh 

Elajhar (the mofque of flowers) replaced 

it. The arts and fciences flouriilied there 

until the moment that the Turks got pof-

feffion of Egypt. That epocha was their 

tomb. Enemies of every branch of human 

knowledge, they have extinguished them 

throughout the whole extent of their vaft 

empire. 

Their ftudies in our days are confined to 

theology, of which the innumerable com

mentators on the Coran have made an ob-

(f) T h e Sunnite fecfs, called orthodox by the M a 
hometans, are thofe of Scbafei, of Hanef, of Hanbali, 
and of Maleki. 

fcure 
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fcure chaos j the grammar, neceffary for 

reading correctly that book, which includes 

their religion, and code of laws; and aftro-

logy, a fcience infeparable from an igno

rant nation. 

Grand Cairo until the 15 th century, was 

one of the richeft and mofl flourishing ca

pitals in the world. It was the emporium 

of Europe and of Alia. Its commerce 

extended from the {freights of Gibraltar, to 

the lower parts of India. T h e difcovery 

of the Cape of Good Hope, and the con

queft of the Ottomans, have robbed it of 

a great part of its fplendor, and its opu

lence. But notwithstanding many of the 

canals which conveyed thither the treafures 

of the eaft and of the weft, are choked 

up, and although this town groans under 

the yoke of a Pacha and four-and-twen

ty beys, its admirable fituation, and the 

fecundity of the foil of Egypt, procure 

it fo many advantages, that in the cir

cumference of three leagues, it ftill con

tains an immenfe population, and great 

riches. I hope, Sir, that thefe hiftorical 

H 2 facts 



facts will ferve to afcertain the origin of 

Grand Cairo. Before I enter into fur

ther particulars, it appears proper to make 

you acquainted with Foftat, which I have 

often fpoken of. That fhall be the fubject: 

of my £rfl letter. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

L E T * 



L E T T E R V I I . 

The foundation of Fofat by Amrou E b n 

Elaas. Defcription of the town, its in

habitants, antiquities, and the ancient ca

nal which extended to the Red-Sea ; with 

a refutation of thofe authors who fuppofe 

this place to be the ancient Babylon, found* 

by Semiramis. 

T o M r . L . M . 

T H E town of Foftat, Sir, common

ly called Old Cairo, has been the 

fubject of great difcuffions amongft the 

learned (g) who have written upon Egypt. 

T h e greateft part of them having fought 

for 

(g) M r . Mail let pretends that it was in the town 

of Foftat that the governors of Egypt, for the empe

rors of Conftantinople, refided, when Amrou, fon of 

Elaas took it after a long fiege. Defcription de I'Egypte, 

tome premier, p. 194.—It is a miftake. 

M r . Shaw, who relates the opinion of the geographer 

of Nubia , fays, " T h e town of Foftat is precifely the 

«' fame we call Mafr, a name taken from Mifram, fon 

«' of Cham, the fon of Noah ;—Peace be to whom 

« for it fe he who was its firft founder." Obferva-

H 3 tit** 



for its origin in Greek and Latin authors, 

have deceived themfelves. Had they open

ed the annals of oriental hiff ory, they would 

have difcovered the truth they were in fearch 

of, and their defcriptions would have been 

free from a multitude of errors. I fhall 

follow the plan I have traced out for my-

felf, and inflead of my opinion, fhall lay 

the facts before you. 

"fbJ In the twentieth year of the Hegira, 

*' Amrou, fon of Elaas, built Mafr Foftat, 

« on the fpot -where he had formed his 

" camp, previous to his going to befiege 

" Alexandria. H i s tent remained in that 

" place, becaufe he would not deftroy the 

" neff of a pigeon, which had laid her 

" young there. The general on his return 

tions gcograpbiqucs fur la Syrie, et fEgypte, p. 24. a 

la note. This opinion is far from the truth. 

Father Sicard, who quotes Flavius Jofephus, gives 

the following words: " Old Cairo was the ancient 

" Lete. Cambyfes fettled the Babylonians in that towa 
4 t who dwelt in Egypt after the conqueft of Babylon." 

. Leitres Edifianics, page 473. O l d Cairo was not 

founded in the time of Flavius Jofephus, as hiftory 

affures us ; but the f rtrefs of Babylon, at near a 

league's diftance from that town, was in exiftence. 

{b\ EJmacin, hiftory of the Arabs. 

from 



" from his conquefts, laid the foundation 
i £ of a town there, to which he gave the 

*' name of Foftat, (which fignifies Tent, in 

*« Arabic)." 

This palfage points out with precilion 

the foundation of Foftat. The governors 

fent by the Caliphs made it their place of re-

fidence. It took thefurname of Mafr (i), 

which Memphis had borne, before and 

which the Arabs always beftow on the ca

pital of Egypt, Jts fituation on the banks 

of the Nile, and near a canal that commu

nicated with the Red-Sea, rendered it in a 

fhort time very flourishing. It was about two 

leagues in circumference, when Scbaouar, 

five hundred years after its foundation (k), 

delivered it up to the flames, to prevent it 

from falling under the dominion of the 

French. Its power terminated with this 

epocha, W i t h its inhabitants, it loft its 

commerce and its riches. It was then that 

(i) T h e Arabs pretend that Mi/ram, the fon pf 

Cham, fettled in Egypt. They call that country 

therefore Mafr, and give the fame name to the town, 

which becomes the capital. 

[k) See the preceding letter, 

H 4. Grand 



Grand Cairo having become the residence 

of the grandees, and the kings of the coun

try, received the pompous epithet of Mafr, 

and that Foftat, afiumed that of Elatik, 

which fignifies the ancient, which it bears 

at this day (I). 

T h e learned Abulfeda, adds fome cir

cumstances to the defcription of Elmacin, 

which throw a great light on hiftory. 

" Amrou fon of Elaas, after conquering 

« Egypt, laid the foundation of Foftat u n -

" der the caliphate of Omar. Near the 

(I) Never have the oriental hiftorians given Foftat 

the name of Cahera, (Cairo). They firft call it Fof

tat, then Foftat Mafr, and fince its decline, Mafr 

Elatik. It was the Venetian merchants who called 

it Old Cairo, and travellers have repeated this impro

per denomination. 

" Oua Foftat medine mahedta benaha amrou ebn 

" elaas, lamma fatah diar masr fi khalafet Omar. 

" Oua can fi mauda el Foftat Cafr men bena elaouail 

" i'ecal lo cafr elcbamah, fe can Foftat amrou be janeb 

" el jameh elmarouf bejameh Omar be mafr. Oua 

" lam tezel mafr, oua hie Foftat courch lelmemleke 

" eddiar elmafriat hetta taula ahmed ebn T o u l o n . 

*' Oua bena looual'afquero elcataiah fi chemali mafr. 

" Oua bena and elcataiah djameh elmarouf be djameh 

" T a i l o u n . " Abulfeda, defcription of Egypt, p. 33 . 

" fite 



«* fite on which he built it, was â caftle 

'* of an ancient conftrudtion, called the Caftle 

'< of the Lights. T h e mofque of Omar, 

« built at a little diftance from the fpot 

ft where the general had pitched his tent, 
A < was enclofed within the walls of the 

" town. Foftat Mafr was the feat of the 

" Egyptian empire until the time of Ebn 

" Toulon, who built to the northward of 

" its walls thefuburb of Cataiab. H e retired 

" thither with his army, and founded the cele-

" brated temple (m) which bears his name." 

T h e enclofure of the caftle, Abulfeda 

fpeaks of, is ftill exifting •, it is an o b 

long fquare, furrounded by thick walls, 

the antiquity of which ftrikes the eye; it 

is fituated to the eaft of Foftat, on the de

cline of Mount Mokattam; fome Chrif-

tians inhabit the ruins, and the Greeks 

and Coptis have churches there. Several 

ancient arches ftill exifting, in the fpace 

between it and the river, others half de-

ftroyed, and a building of a hexagonal 

(tn) I have fpoken of this temple in the preceding 
letter; it is one of the handfomeft mofques in Grand 
Cairo* 

form 



form, raifed on the banks of the Nile, an* 

nounce the ruins of the aqueduct which 

fupplied it with water. This, Sir, is the 

Fortrefs of Babylon, the fubject of num-

berlefs refearches and errors of the learned. 

Is was founded by the Perfians when they 

ravaged Egypt under Cambyfes, or as other 

writers will have it, when Semiramis vifit

ed this country, at the head of a formi

dable army (n). Strabo has defcribed it fo 

as not to be miftaken. The Perfians, wor

shippers of the fun, kept up a perpetual 

fire in it, which gave rife to the name be-

ftowed on it by the Arabs of the Caftle of 

the Lights (oj. 
Mafr 

(n) In mounting the N i l e above Heliopolis (the 

modern Mataree, fituated at two leagues from Grand 

Cairo) is the caftle of Babylon, fortified by art and 

nature. It was built by fome Babylonians who with

drew thither by the permiffion of the fovereign. T h e 

Romans keep in garrifon there one of the three legions 

ftationed in Egypt. From that fortrefs the mountain 

has a gentle Hope to the bank of the N i l e . One hun

dred and fifty flaves are continually employed there in 

raifing the water, by means of wheels and an aque

duct. Strabo, l ib. 17. 

(0) M r . Nieburh has given a figure of this 

oblong fquare in his plan of Cairo, but he took it for 

a c i -



Mafr el Atik is not half a league in cir

cumference 5 but it is {fill very populous, 

and has a good deal of trade. It is the har

bour for the boats which come from U p 

per Egypt; and i t . i s ^ o m thence they 

take their departure tp remount into the 

SaUfpJ. T h e Copii are very numerous 

there, and have feveral churches. T h e mod 

considerable is that of St. Macaire, where 

their patriarch is inftalled. Within the 

church of Saint Sergius is a grotto, held 

in great veneration by the Chriilians. They 

pretend that the holy family, flying from 

the perfecution of Herod, took refuge in 

this place. I faw the hiifory of that flight 

painted on the gate o( a niche where mafs 

is faid. T h e oriental drefs is perfectly ob-

ferved in this picture, and the head of the 

virgin is tolerably well painted. T h e truth 

of the cojlume, too much neglected by mo

dern painters, often deffroys the effect of 

their molt beautiful compositions. 

a citadel, which he fuppofes, without any reafon, to 

have been built by the Arabs. 

(p) T h e Arabs call Upper Egypt Said, which com

mences aboye Mafr Foftat, and terminates near to Jf-

fouan, formerly Sienna^ 
A t 



At the entrance of Old Cairo, is an 

hexagonal building, each fide of which is 

eighty feet, and one hundred high. A 

range of fleps, very eafy of afcent permits 

the oxen to mount' it, where they turn 

a wheel which raifes the water to the top. 

Five bafons receive, and pour it into an aque

duct, fupported by three hundred arches, 

which conveys it into a refervoir. From 

thence, other oxen raife it by the means of 

frelh wheels, up to the palace of the Pacha. 

This building is the work of the Arabs. 

They have formed it on the plan of that 

defcribed by Strabo, the ruins of which are 

between the citadel of Babylon and the 

Nile. A l l the difference is, that the M a 

hometans make ufe of oxen, inftead of men. 

T h e environs of Mafr Elatik are cover

ed with ruins which mark its ancient ex

tent, and which, in default of hiftorical 

monuments, would fufficiently atteft that 

it is a modern town. They have not in 

fact that character of majeffy with which 

the Egyptians impreffed their edifices, and 

which time itfelf has been unable to efface. 

Amongft thefe heaps of rubbifh we difco

ver neither fphinx, column, nor obelifk. 

Within 



Within the town, thick walls furround a 

large place, where the corn of the T h e 

bais is depofited, that is deftined for the 

fubfiftence of the troops. This enclofure 

is called Jofeph's Granary. This name 

has impofed on fome travellers, who, with

out examining, have taken it for the work 

of the fon of Jacob ; but this monument 

has no appearance of antiquity, and hifto

ry informs us that it was built by the M a -

meluk fovereigns. It is at Memphis, the 

relidence of the Pharaohs, that Jofeph, 

overfeer of the corn of Egypt, eftablilhed 

his magazines. 

A t the extremity of Mafr Elatik, near 

the water caftle, begins the Khalig (q) 

which traverfes Grand Cairo, and is opened 

every year with great folemnity. Almoft 

all the modern writers have attributed its 

conftruction to the emperor Trajan (r)9 

founded 

(q) T h e Arabs call by the name of khalig all the 

canals formed by the hand of man. 

(r) M r . Shaw calls it the canal of Trajan. Obfer-

vations geograpbiques fur la Syrie et fur VEgypte, p. 27. 

M r . Pocockfays; " Oppofite to the refervoir of 
" water which is o n the N i l e , is the canal that con

st veys 



founded on this palfage of Ptolemy, between 

Heliopolis and Babylon, runs tbd rivef Tra

jan-, but that Emperor cut no canal in 

Egypt; it is to his fucceffor who built the 

town of Antinoe, that a work of this kind 

muft be afcribed. The canal meant by 

Ptolemy, begins at a league and a half be

low Old Cairo, and paffes near Heliopolis; 

it is that which Macrizi (s) names with 

reafon the Khalig of Adrian Cafar. 

The origin of the canal whofe opening 

is before Mafr Elatik, is too well defcrib-

ed by Elmacin, to fuffer thofe who confult 

oriental hiftory to confound it with that of 

Adrian. Amrou having announced the 

taking of Alexandria to Omar, and fent 

fome camels laden with corn to Medina, 

then laid wafte by famine, the Caliph con

gratulated him on his fucceffes, adding 

" veys it to Cairo, which appears to me the fame that 

** Trajan formed." Defcription de VEgypte, tome pre

mier. 

Father Sicard, going beyond the reft, fays; *c It is 

" the canal that Ptolemy calls Amnis Trajanus, Q u i n -

" tus Curtius, Oxius, and the Arabs, Merakemi" 

Lettres edif antes, p. 470. 

(s) M a c r i z i , hiftoire de 1'Egypte, 

theft 



thefe words, " (t) Cut a Khalig, by which 

" the produce of Egypt may be tranfport-
< c edinto the fea of Colzoum, (u), and from 

" thence to the port of Medina. Amrou 

« executed this grand project, and dug the 

f* Khalig, which was called the River of the 

" Prince of the Faithful (x). Boats going 

" from Foftat, conveyed the articles of 

" Egypt into the Red Sea." 

Such, Sir, is the origin of this famous 

canal, which travellers, copying from one 

another, call the Amnis Trajanus. It takes 

its rife near Foftat, traverfes the Whole 

length of Grand Cairo, fills the lakes of 

that city, and lofes itfelf four leagues be

yond it, in the Birque (y) of the pilgrims 

of Mecca. T h e different princes who fuc-

ceflively have occupied the throne of Egypt, 

feveral of whom were enemies of the C a 

liphs, have fuffered it to be choked up. 

(t) E lmacin, hiftoiredes Arabes. 

(u) Colzoum, is the Arabic name for the Red Sea. 

which is taken from the little town of Colzoum, whofe 

ruins are at fome diftance from Suez. 

(x) Khalig el emir el moumenin. 

(y) Birque is an Arabic word, which fignifies a large 

P iece of water. 



It no longer conveys its waters to the Red 

Sea; but as it is cut through a rock for the 

fpaceof twenty-four leagues, the mud and 

fand with which it is filled might eafily be 

removed. By opening this important com-

munication with the Red Sea, Grand Cairo 

would again become the richefl and mofl 

commercial capital in the world. 

I hope, Sir, that your love of truth will 

pardon me thefe difcuffions, as they ferve 

to illuftrate feveral points of hiftory, hither

to hidden in profound darknefs. I (hall 

foon have the opportunity of prefenting you 

with more pleating pictures. The country 

I inhabit is another world, which daily af

fords new fcenes. I fhall endeavour faith

fully to paint them; you fhall hear the 

Turks converfe; you fhall fee them act; 

and I will leave you the higheft gratifica

tion of an enlightened mind, the pleafurc 

of judging for yourfelf. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

L E T -



L E T T E R VIII. . 1 

Extent of Grand Cairo* Defcription of the 

freets, fquares, and mofques, and of the 

palace of Salah Eddin, built upon an 

eminence which commands the town; and 

where are to be feen fuperb columns 

of granite, with the famous well of 

Jofeph. 

T o M r . L . M . 

Grand Cairo* 

GR A N D Cairo, Sir, is built along the 

canal of the Prince of the Faithful, 

and is a league and a half from north to 

fouth, and three-quarters of a league from 

eaft to weft. T o difcover its extent, one 

muft mount up to the caftle built by Salah 

Eddin, on mount Mokattam (z), which 

(z) Mokattam fignifies cut. T h i s rock is fo called 

from being feparated by art from the mountain, which 

beginning at the catarafts, terminates at this place. 

It is only about a hundred paces diftant from it. 

V O L . I. I com/nands 



commands the town that forms an i m -

menfe crefcent around it. In the midft of 

that multitude of houfes which appear 

heaped together in the fpace of three 

leagues, it is impoffible to follow the di

rection of the ftreets, which are narrow 

and. crooked. One can only diifinguifh 

here and there large vacancies, which be

come lakes during the encreafe of the Nile, 

and are gardens the reft of the year. In the 

month of September they are paffable in 

boats; in April they are covered with 

flowers and with verdure. Amongft the 

numerous temples with which this city 

is filled, fome of them rife up like citadels. 

Such is the mofque of Sultan Haffan, into 

which the rebels withdrew in the time of 

fedition, and from the top of which they 

battered the caftle with cannon. This 

large edifice, the grotefque fculpture of 

whofe cornice projects confiderably, J s 

covered with a vafl dome. T h e facade 

is encrufted with precious marbles. At 

prefent the gates are walled up, and a 

guard of janifiaries defends the approach 

to it.. 

Within 



Within the walls of Grand Cairo, are 

upwards of three hundred mofques, the 

greater!: part of which have feveral mina

rets. They are very high fteeples, of a 

very light architecture, and furrounded with 

galleries. They give an agreeable variety 

to the city, otherwife too uniform, from 

the univerfal flatnefs of the roofs, which are 

all in the form of terraces. It is from thefe 

minarets that the public criers call the 

people to prayers at the hours prefcribed by 

the law (a). About eight hundred voices 

are to be heard at the fame inftant in every 

quarter of the town, reminding the people of 

their duty towards the Deity. T h e found 

of bells is odious to the Turks. They pre

tend that it hurts the ears, that it does 

not addrefs itfelf to the heart, and that it 

is only made for beafts of burthen. This 

- opinion they derive from Mahomet. That 

great politician, wifhing every thing to have 

an object in his religion, that it might 

(a) That is to fay, at fun-rife, at noon, at three 

o'clock, at fun-fet, and about two hours after. Thefe 

prayers-tire'named Salaas itpgr\ el Mr, el afr, el mag-

reb, el ache. * 
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captivate, at once, the mind and the fenfes, 

rejected the trumpet, made ufe of by the 

Jews, and the rattle of the oriental chrif-

tians. He thought that the human voice 

would make more impreflion upon man 

than the noify found of infenfible brafs, and 

procured from heaven a f o r m u l a ^ / fa

vourable to his detigns. 

T h e caftle of Cairo, placed on a fteep 

rock, furrounded by thick walls, fupported 

by large towers, was very ftrong before the 

invention of gunpowder. But as it is 

commanded by the neighbouring mountain, 

it would not fuftain the fire of a battery 

from thence, two hours. It is more than 

a quarter of a league in circumference. 

There are two very fteep ways up to it, cut 

out of the rock, which lead to two gates, en-

(b) T h e following is the formula : God is great. 

I declare that there is only one G o d . I aver 

that Mahomet is bis prophet. Come to prayer j 

come to adoration. God is great. He is the only 

one. 

Allah Acbar. Echhed en la ila ella allah echhed en 

Mahammed racoul allah, ha'i ala es falat. Ha'i ala el 

falah. Allah Achbar. La ila ella allah. 

trufted 



trufted to the guard of Affabs (c) and 

Janiffaries. T h e former occupy the lower 

part of the fortrefs, and the others, what 

is properly called the citadel. It is from 

thence, that with fix wretched pieces of 

cannon turned again ft the apartment of 

the Pacha, they force him to retire as 

foon as the Beys have given him the 

order. 

T h e interior of the caftle contains the 

palace of the Sultans of Egypt, almoft 

buried under their ruins. Domes over

thrown, heaps of rubbifh; gilding and paint

ing, whofe colours have braved the injury 

of time fuperb columns of marble ftill 

ftanding, but almoft all without capitals; 

thefe are all that remain of their ancient 

magnificence. It is in one of the halls of 

thefe ruined buildings, that the rich carpet

ing is fabricated, which the Emir Hagg(d) 

(c) T h e Aflfabs and the Janiffaries are corps of 

troops maintained by the Grand Seignior, but are fold 

to the grandees of the country. 

(d) T h e Bey who is employed to efcort the caravan 

that fets out every year for Mecca, takes the name of 

Emir Hagg, prince of the caravan. 
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carries every year to Mecca. The old one 

is carried off by the pilgrims, who tear 

away pieces to make relics of them, and 

the new one ferves to cover the Caaba, or 

temple of Abraham fe). 

The Pacha refides in a large building 

which has nothing remarkable, and whofe 

windows look upon the place called Cara 

Maidan. The audience hall where the 

divan is held three times a week, is as long, 

but not fo wide as that of the Palais at 

Paris, (not fo large as the Guildhall of 

London.) It is ffained with the blood of 

the Beys, malfacred in the courfe of a few 

years, by order of the Porte. A t this day 

they are in fact the fovereigns of Egypt. 

T h e reprefentative of the Grand Seignior 

is only a vain phantom that they (port with. 

They keep him to anfwer their purpofes, and 

fend him off difgracefully, whenever their 

intereft requires it. Kept a prifoner in his 

own palace, he cannot ftir out of it with

out their permifiion. T o fuch a point of 

humiliation is the dignity of the Ottoman 

(*) See UAbrcgt de la Vie de Mahomet, p. 4. 

fovereign 



fovereign degraded ! T o fuch a degree of 

weaknefs is that empire reduced, which 

threatened to give chains to Europe! 

At the extremity of Cora mciidan is the 

mint, where they coin a prodigious quantity 

of medins and fequins, (f) which are ftruck 

with the die of the Cbeik Elbeled(g). I have 

feveral times vifited thefe works. T h e fe

quins are made of the gold-duff, brought by 

the caravan of Abyflinia. T h e intendant of 

the mint affured me that it furnifhed 

them annually with upwards of four 

millions. 

One of the mofl curious monuments 

to be admired in the caftle, is the well of 

Jofeph (h), hewn out of the rock. It is 

(f) T h e fequin is a piece of gold worth about feveri 

livres, ten fols, or fix millings and three-pence Englifh. 

(g) T h e mofl: powerful of the Beys of Grand Cairo 

takes the name of Cbeik Elbeled, Governor of the 

country, and aflumes the right of coining money. 

(b) M r . Pocock fays,, that a Vif ir called Jofeph 

funk this well about 700 years ago, by order of Sultan 

Mahommed, fon of Calaoun. T h e Egyptians affcrt, 

that it was the work of Salah Eddin. It is certainly, 

however,- a work of the Arabs, and not of the Baby

lonians, as Father Sicard pretends. 
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two hundred and eighty feet deep, by forty-

two in circumference. It confifts of two 

different excavations, which are not per

pendicular one to the other. A ftair-

cafe, whofe defcent is very gentle, winds 

round it. T h e partition which fepa-

rates it from the well, is formed out of 

the rock, and is only fix inches thick. 

Some windows made in it at ftated i n 

tervals, light this flight of flairs 3 but as 

they are fmall, and the light comes from 

a great diftance, it is neceffary to have 

candles to conduct you. When you arrive 

at the foot of the firft perpendicular, there 

is an efplanade with a bafon. It is there 

that oxen turn the wheel which raifes the 

water from the bottom of the lower 

well. Other oxen placed above, raife it 

from this refervoir by the fame me-

chanifm. This water comes from the 

Nile, and, as it filters through a fand 

impregnated with fait and nitre, it is 

brackifh. 

In the quarter of the Janiflaries are the 

ruins pf the palace pf Salah Eddin. One 

there 



there fees the divan of Jofeph (i), the' 

dome of which, and part of the walls, are 

fallen. There are ftill ftanding thirty co

lumns of red granite, the fhafts of which 

of fingle ftones are more that forty-five feet 

high. T h e difference of their fize, and of 

the fculptured ornaments around their ca

pitals, announce that they have been 

brought from ancient monuments. A t 

fome diftance from thefe beautiful pillars, 

is a charming belvedere. It is a faloon 

fituated in the higheft part of the citadel, 

from whence the view extends over an i m -

menfe horizon. One fees the whole ex

tent of Grand Cairo, a multitude of mofques 

and minarets, and on the fide of Boulac 

a rich country covered with harvefts, and 

interfperfed with groves of date-trees. 

Mafr Foftat appears to the fouth-weft, and 

the plains of the Said, which, when they 

are overflowed by the Nile, offer to the 

(i) Salah Eddin was called Jofeph fon of Aiouh. 

His other names are fo many high titles given him by 

the Mahometans, on account of his victories over the 

Chriftian princes, whom he excelled Syria. 
view 



view here and there different hamlets, built 

on eminences, now converted into iflands. 

This landfcape is terminated by the pyra

mids, which, like the tops of moun

tains,, lofe themfelves in the clouds. One 

is never tired of running ones eye over fo 

many variegated and commanding objects. 

I have more than once enjoyed this delight

ful fpectacle. The frefh air one breathes in 

this lofty fituation, the coolnefs one enjoys 

there, adds a new charm to the pleafures of 

the fight. Seated on this delightful bel-

videre, the mind gives itfelf up to agree

able meditations, which are foon inter

rupted by thofe of a more gloomy nature. 

One fays to ones felf, thefe rich countries, 

where flourifhed formerly the arts and 

fciences, are occupied by an ignorant 

and barbarous people, who trample them 

under foot. Defpotifm crufhes with his 

iron fceptre the moft beautiful portion 

of the globe , it feems as i f the mifery 

of the human race increafed in pro

portion to the efforts which nature has 

made to render them happy. It was 

but 
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but yefterday that thefe fentiments pe

netrated my very foul, whilft walking 

on the efplanade of the caftle, I me

ditated on the magnificent picture which 

prefented itfelf to the eye. 

I haye the honour to be, &c. 



L E T T E R I X . 

Defcription of Boulac, the port of Grand 

Cairo, its magazines, environs, and the 

gardens of Helle; with a curious account 

of the Mekias, otherwife named the Nilo

meter, placed at the point of the beautiful 

ifle of Raouda, which is covered with en

chanted groves. 

T o M r . L . M . 

Grand Cairo. 

Y O U have feen, more than once, Sir, 

the word Boulak in my letters. It 

is the port where all the merchandize is 

landed which comes from Damietta and 

Alexandria. It is only half a league's dif

tance from Grand Cairo. This modern 

town is fituated on the weftern bank of the 

Nile, and is two miles long, but not very 

wide. It contains magnificent public baths, 

and vaft okalsthefe are fquare buildings, 

around a great court with a portico, which 

fupports 



fupports a winding gallery. T h e ground 

floor is compofed of fpacious warehoufes, 

the next floor contains apartments without 

furniture, and without ornament. Thefe 

okals are inhabited by ftrangers, who there 

depofite their merchandize. One fingle 

gate like that of the citadel, fecures them 

from infult at the time of the revolts. 

Thefe kans are the only inns to be met 

with in Egypt. T h e traveller is obliged 

to furnifh them, and drefs his victuals there, 

for in this country a dinner is not to be had 

for money. 

F r o m all the houfes in Boulak one fees 

thoufands of boats at anchor, of every fhape 

and every fize. Some of them that are 

ftrong and folid have two marts, and are 

employed in tranfporting merchandize. 

Thefe ufually have a large chamber for the 

paffengers. Others, lighter and without 

deck, only ferve to convey the people from 

one fhore to the other. Thofe which are 

made ufe of in voyages of pleafure are 

adorned with painting and with fculpture, 

and have handfome apartments covered 

with carpeting, where one is fheltered from 

the 



the fun. It is in them that the rich go to 

breathe that coolnefs which is incefTantly fup-

plied by the current of air that reigns upon 

the Nile. It is from them that one admires 

at one's eafe that variety of landfcapes which 

diverfify its ever verdant banks. When 

the wind is favourable, the fail is fpread, 

and thefe light velfels feem to fly upon the 

water. When it is contrary, a fet ofrobuft 

boatmen row them with great rapidity. 

Cleopatra, who knew the charms of thefe 

parties on the water, engaged Casfar in one 

of them, and carried him even into Upper 

Egypt. She had the art to make the mofl 

active, and the greatefl of all the Roman 

generals, forget that the capital of the 

world might poffibly fhut her gates againft 

him. 

Oppofite to Boulak appears the fmall vil

lage of Enbabe. It is compofed of refer

able round huts of earth under the fycamore 

trees, by which they are propped. . Some 

few houfes of brick hardened in the fun, 

and a fmall mofque, lofe themfelves at. a 

diftance, amongft the foliage of date and 

tamarind-trees. The inhabitants of Cairo 

purchafe 



purchafe excellent butter there in the win

ter, and in the fummer delicious melons. 

H a l f a league to the north-eafl of Bou-

lakt is the old caftle of Helle which is 

falling into ruins. It is there that the Beys, 

attended with brilliant retinues, go to re

ceive the new Pacha, to conduct him in 

pomp to the prifon from whence they have 

juft driven his predeceffor. In the envi

rons of Helle are fpacious enclofures, where 

orange, lemon, and pomegranate-trees, grow 

very high and very bufhy. Their inter

woven branches form delightful bowers, 

over which the fycamores and palms ele

vate their foliage of a deeper green, whilfl 

rivulets purl through tufts of (k) fweet ba-

fil and of rofes. I cannot exprefs to you 

how grateful it is, when the Iky is i n 

flamed with the burning heat of the dog-

days, to breathe the frelh air underthefeen-

(i) It appears probable that this caftle has taken 

its name from Heliopolis, from which it is not 

tliftant. 

(k) T h e bafilic, or fweet bafil, in Egypt grows to 

three times the height it does in France, and forms 

agreeable and odoriferous tufts. 

chanted 



chanted fhades. It is a voluptuoufnefs, 

more eafily felt than defcribed. T h e fra

grance of the orange-flower, mixed with 

the delicious emanations from balfamic 

plants, fweetly awaken the fenfes, be

numbed with theheat, and circulate through 

the foul the mofl: agreeable fenfations. 

It is often dangerous for an European to 

walk in thefe groves,- which are peopled 

with courtezans; and the jealous Turks 

would never pardon them a falfe ftep. 

One may with propriety apply to thefe Bar

barians this verfe of V i r g i l : 

Ignofcenda quidem,fcirent Ji ignofcere manes. 

Beyond thefe gardens is the canal which 

Macrifi fays was conffructed by the Empe

ror Adrian, and which Ptolemy calls the 

river Trajan; it is almofl: choked up. 

After vifiting thefe delicious fpots, I re

turned to embark at Boulak, and went up 

the Nile as far as the ifle of Raouda (I), 

(1) Raouda fignifies gardens, from whence the ifland 
takes its name, as it contains charming ones. 

fituated 
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fituated between O l d Cairo and Gize. In 

the fpace of one league, the eye runs over 

immenfe fields of corn, flax, and beans, i n -

terfperfed with clumps of date-trees, and 

with hamlets over the whole extent of the 

profpedf. Before I arrived at Gize, I law 

on the left bank of the river the mouth of 

a large canal (m). 

Arriving at the point of the ifle of Raouda, 

I went to fee the Nilometer, called by the 

Arabs Mekias (n). It is a lofty pillar of 

marble in the middle of a bafon, the bottom 

of which is on a level with the bed of the 

Nile. It is graduated through its whole 

length, and divided into cubits, and inches. 

A corinthian capital, on which refts a beam 

t h a t fupports a gallery, crowns this column. 

When the inundation commences, the wa

ters enter the bafon by a conduit; the 

(m) I have feveral times gone along its banks, and 

followed its courfe for the fpace of a league. It de-

fcribes feveral windings in the plains, and runs inths 

direction of Lybia. It appears to me to have been one 

of thofe which formerly conveyed their waters to Lake 

Mareotis. 

(n) Mekias fignifies meafure. 
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public criers then examine the pillar every 

morning, and publifli the daily increafe of 

the river in all the ftreets of Cairo. When 

it reaches fixteen cubits, the dyke which 

clofes the canal of the Prince of the Faith-

ful, is cut with great ceremony; and the 

Nile flows acrofs the town amidft the ac

clamations of the whole people. I will 

defcribe this feaft to you in a particular 

letter. 

Before the Arabs made the conqueft of 

Egypt, the Nilometer was placed in the 

town of Halouan, five leagues to the fouth-

ward of Foftat, oppofite to the ancient 

(o) Memphis. K t In the year 92 of the 

" Hegira, Ocama, governor of this rich 

country, wrote to the emperor Sol ImznAbd 

" elmelek, that the Mekias of Halouan (p)% 

" was overturned. The caliph command-

" ed him to erect another in the ifland 

between Foftat and Gife. He was obey

e d Elmacin, hiftory of the Arabs. 

(p) It was natural to place the Nilometer near to 

Memphis, which, at the time of the conqueft of the 

Arabs, was the refidence of the governors of Egypt. 

It is.not improbable there was one on each fide of the 

river. 

" ed. 



** ed. One hundred and forty years after, 

*' this Nilometer fell, and the emperor 

" Ebnetouakkel built another in the fame 

" place." It was called the New Mekias. 

This Nilometer is now exifting. Nejm 

Eddin, fon of Melek el Adel, who died at 

Manfoura, during the expedition of Saint 

Louis into Egypt, charmed with the beauty 

of this fituation, built a vaft palace near 

the Mekias, and quitted the caftle of Salah 

Eddin to inhabit it. T h e ilaves who were 

employed to guard it, were called Baba-

rites, or maritime, and diftinguifhed them

felves at the battle of Manfoura. A t pre

fent the apartments of the palace are in a 

ftate of decay, and the walls are falling 

into ruins ; but the bafon, which is of folid 

work, and the column ftrongly fupported, 

do not appear, in the fpace of nine hun

dred years, to have fuffered from the 

outrages of time. 

If Murtadi (q) may be credited, the 

Nile failed in its increafe at the ufual 

feafon, the year that Amrou conquered 

(q) Defcription of the wonders of Egypt. 

K z Egypt. 



Egypt. The heads of the people addref-

fed themfelves to that conqueror, praying 

him to permit them, agreeable to the an

cient cuftom, to deck out a young virgin 

in rich garments, and to throw her into 

the river. This the Mahometan general 

ftrongly oppofed. The Nile did not fwell 

during the three months after the fummer 

folftice. The Egyptians alarmed, again 

renewed their folicitations. H e wrote to 

Omar, and gave him an account of this 

event. The Caliph anfwered him : 

« O ! Amrou! I approve your conduct, and 

" the firmnefs you have dilplayed. T h e 

" Mahometan law ought to abolifh thefe 

*' barbarous cuftoms. When you have 

** read this letter, throw into the river the 

" billet it contains."—Amrou found in it 

thefe words : 

" In the name of the merciful and gracious 

" God I may the Lord fhower his benedic-

" tions on Mahomet and on his family! 

?' Abd allah Omar, fon of Khettab, prince 

" of the faithful, to the Nile : If it be 

" thine own virtue which hath made thee 

" overflow Egypt until our days, fufpend 

" thy 



" thy courfe; but if it be by the will of 

" the Almighty God that thou bedewed 

" it with thy waters, we fupplicate him to 

" order thee ftill to diffufe them over i t . — 

** Peace be with the prophet! health and 

** benedictions repofe upon his family ! 

" As foon, continues the hiftorian as this 

" billet was thrown into the river, the wa-

" ter rofe feveral cubits." 

Notwithftanding Omar, to whom the 

burning of 400,000 volumes coft no more 

than a momentary hefitation, was very capa

ble of writing fuch a letter ; and although it 

is evidently his ftyle, I am far from warrant

ing its authenticity, on the faith of Murtadi; 

ftill lefs the miracle that followed it. A 

cuftom however ftill fubfifting at this day, 

feems to me to prove that the Egyptians 

formerly facrificed a young virgin to the 

God of the N i l e ; for they now make a 

ftatue of earth in the Ihape of a girl, to 

which they give the name of The betrothed 

Bride, upon the dyke of the Khalig of the 

Prince of the Faithful, which they throw 

into the river previous to the opening of 
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the canal. Are not thefe the remains of 

that barbarous worfhip, which the Otto

mans, in fpite of their horror for every 

fpecies of idolatry, have not been able to

tally to abolifh, an account of its being 

an ancient error of a fuperftitiotis people I 

After vifiting the Mekias, and the remains 

of the palace of Nejm Eddin, I made an 

excurlion through the ifland, which is only 

a vaft garden furrounded by the waters of 

the Nile. Its banks are defended by thick 

walls, breafl-high, from the impetuofity 

of the current. On one fide is Old Cairo, 

the water-caifle, and the country-houfes of 

the Beys. On the other, one fees the 

handfome little town of Gife, where there 

is a manufacture of fal ammoniac. The 

governor who refides there has affumed to 

himfelf a claim on the curiofity of thofe 

whogotovifit the pyramids. I was infenfibly 

advancing under a wood of orange, tama

rind, and fycamore-trees, and was enjoying 

an agreeable coolnefs under their thick 

fhade. Seldom did a few fcattered rays of 

the fun penetrate this gloom with a glim

mering 



mering of light, and gild a fmall part of 

the foliage. T h e air was embalmed with 

exhalations from the flowers and plants. 

A multitude of turtle doves were flying from 

one tree to another, without any fymptoms 

of fear at my approach. T h e foul, aban

doned to the fweetefl reveries, the fenfes 

abforbed in the mod flattering fenfations, I 

penetrated incautioufly into the inmod re

cedes of the thicket, when of a fudden I 

heard a dreadful voice cry out j " Where 

'* goed thou ? If thou dirred another dep, 

" thou art a dead man." It was a Have 

who watched at the entrance of the wood, 

to prevent any rafh intruders from troubling 

the women who were repofing on the 

grafs. I immediately drew back, and was 

very fortunate not to have been known for 

an European. I have fince underdood 

that the Beys fometimes come with their 

Harem (r) into this ifle, and that a dran-

(r) T h i s is the name given to th apartment of the 

women, but it is made ufe of in the country to fignify 

the women themfelves. 
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ger who might be led thither by curiofity 

on thefe occafions, would run the rifk of 

having his head taken off on the fpot. 

You fee, Sir, how circumfpect it is necef-

fary to be in a country where death may 

prove the confequence of the flighted i n -

difcretion. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

L E T . 
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Defcription of Heliopolis, the ancient city 

of the Sun ; of the fate in which it was 

in the time of Strabo ; the obelifk of gra

nite, which fill remai?is the balm of 

Mecca, tranfplanted thither by a Pacha ; 

the frejh water fountain named Matar 

A i n , held in great veneration by the 

Copti, who believe that the holy virgin 

and her child vifited this place. 

T o M r . L . M . 

Grand Cairo. 

T N defcribing the environs of this city, I 

muft not overlook, Sir, the ancient Helio

polis (s), formerly renowned for the cultiva

tion of the higher branches of fciences, and 

for the grandeur of its buildings. Geogra

phers place it at fome diftance from the eaftern 

(s) That is to fay the city of the Sun. 

point 



point of the Delta. Strabo ft) tells us 

that it was built on a long mound of earth, 

made by the hands of man, to place it out 

of the reach of the inundation. This 

caufeway, covered with rubbifh, is ftill 

vifible two leagues to the north-eaff, of 

Grand Cairo, and three from the feparation 

of the Nile. 

Heliopolis had a temple to the fun, where 

a particular place was fet apart for the 

feeding of the facred ox, which, was there 

adored under the name of Mnevis, as he 

was at Memphis, under that of Apis. 

T h e credulous people looked upon him as 

a God, whilft the prieff. faw nothing in 

him but an animal of infinite ufe in agri

culture, in a country where he ferves for 

tillage, and for the (u) fix following 

months of the year, to water the earth ; 

(t) Book 17. 

(u) During the whole time that the Nnle is low, 

the oxen are employed in turning draw-wheels, to 

raife the water into cifterns, from whence it is cir

culated through the grounds. For this reafon they 

never deflroy this animal at its birth. It is prohibited 

to ki l l a calf in Egypt. 

but 



but as this fuperftition was advantageous 

to them, by procuring offerings, and render

ing them matters of the oracles, they made 

ufe of every art to maintain it. 

T h e temple of the Sun was not the only 

one which was admired at Heliopolis. 

There was another remarkable one in the 

ancient Egyptian taftefx), with avenues 

of fphinxes, and fuperb obelifks before the 

principal entry. Nothing could be more 

awful than thofe coloffufes of marble, and 

thofe lofty needles of one fingle ftone, 

which were placed before the veftibule of 

the temples. Whilft the aftonifhed eye 

contemplated thefe wonderful works, the 

mind difcovered in the hieroglyphics with 

which they were covered, the hiftory of 

the God who was the object of adoration, 

and of the prince who had erected thefe 

monuments. The temples of Heliopolis 

were already fallen into decay, under the 

reign of Auguftus. Strabo relates that 

one every where faw, ftrongly imprinted, 

the marks of the fury of Cambyfes, who had 

(x) Strabo, l ib. 17. 

laid 



laid this city wafte with fire and fword. 

O f the four obelifks built by Socbis in that 

town, two were removed to Rome (yJ. 

another has been deftroyed by the Arabs, 

and the laft of them is ft ill ftanding on its 

pedeftal. It is compofed of a block of 

Thebaic ftone perfectly well polifhed, and 

is 68 feet high, without reckoning its bafe, 

and about 6 feet and a half wide on each 

afpect. They are covered with hiero

glyphics. This obelifk is in good pre-

fervation, except on the fouth-weft fide, 

where the granite is fcaled off, up to a 

certain elevation. This beautiful monu

ment, and a fphinx of a yellowifh marble, 

overfet in the mud, are the only remains 

of Heliopolis. 

This city had alfo a college of priefts 

which the barbarity of Cambyfes fpared 

no more than the afylum of Mnevis. It 

was from thence that for upwards of one 

thoufand years they obferved the ftate of 

the heavens, and that by dint of labour 

they had fucceeded in compofing the folar 

(y) Strabo, l ib. 17. 

year 
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year of three hundred and fixty-five days, 

and a few minutes. This fact alone proves 

the extent of their aftronomical knowledge. 

For feveral ages after, the people of Europe 

were unable accurately to determine the 

folar year, and Julius Cafar, who wifhed 

to reform the Roman calendar, to effect 

his purpofe, was obliged to make ufe of 

an aftronomer of Alexandria. 

It was chiefly at Heliopolis that Hero

dotus became acquainted with the fciences, 

and the Egyptian myfteries. Thefe were in 

fact no other than a fuperior degree of know

ledge, which their prudence concealed from 

the people, by covering them with the veil 

of religion, and by writing them in hiexo-

glyphical characters, of which the priefthood 

exclusively pofTeffed the interpretation. E n 

lightened by the information he had drawn 

from them, and gifted with the genius of 

obfervation, this father of hiftory was 

crowned at the Olympic games, and the nine 

books he had compofed, merited the diftinc-

tion of being named after the nine Mufes. 

H o w many perfons are there, notwithstand

ing, who not having deeply examined 

his 



his works, or who not having even read 

them, prefume to explode or accufe them 

of infidelity ? As for myfelf, fufpending 

my judgment of the reft of his hiftory, 

I can only eftimate that part of it which 

treats of Egypt, and it is with the greateft 

fatisfaction I have found, in that country, 

the very manners and cuftoms he has def-

cribed, with only a few flight modifica

tions introduced by the changes of govern

ment and religion. W i t h refpecf to the 

monuments, of which he has given us a 

defcription, what ftill remains of them 

fufficiently proves that he has not exagge

rated, and demonftrates the pombility of what 

no longer exifts. I am impelled by juftice 

to make this aknowledgment to a hiftorian, 

who, like Homer, is the painter of nations. 

Heliopolis has not only the glory of 

having inftruded Herodotus ; fhe may 

ftill further boaft of having taught philo-

fophy to Plato fzj, who merited the name 

of Divine from the fublimity of his doc

trine. It was in this city alio that Eudoxus 

(xj Strabo, lib. i ? . 

palled 



patted thirteen years at the fchool of the 

prieff s, and became one of the mofl cele

brated aft ronomers of his time. What now 

remains to her of all her fciences, of all 

her monuments ? A Perfian barbarian over

threw her temples; a fanatic Arab burnt 

her books; and one folitary obelifk raifed 

on its ruins, fays to the paffengers,—Here 

flood Heliopolis. 

One fees at fome diftance from the bank 

on which it was built, the little village of 

Mataree (a), fo named from its having 

a fpring of frefh water, the only one exift

ing in Egypt. It is probable that the bed 

of earth, through which the water of the 

Nile filtrates into this fountain, is deftitute 

of the nitre univerfally found in this coun

try. It is rendered famous by an ancient 

tradition, which fays that the holy family, 

flying from the perfecution of Herod, re

tired to this fpot and that the holy virgin 

bathed the infant Jefus in this fountain; 

the Chriftians of courfe relate many mira-

(a) T h e Arabs call it Mataree or Aln chaws, foun

tain of the Sun, on account of its fituation near the 

ancient Heliopolis. 

cles 



cles which have been performed there. 

They come with great devotion to drink 

this water for all their diforders. T h e 

Mahometans themfelves partake of their 

veneration on this fubjecl. 

In this village was an, enclofure where 

a Pacha had planted fome flips of balm 

from Mecca. They were cultivated with 

care, and by cutting them like vines, pro

duced thofe precious tears known in me

dicine, and which the women in the 

eaftern world make ufe of with advantage, 

to preferve the frefhnefs of their com

plexion, and to fortify the ftomach. Thefe 

fhrubs, a foot and a half high, moot out 

fmall branches and leaves like thofe of 

rue. Belon, who faw them when he was 

at Cairo, counted nine of them, fie dried 

one of the branches, and afcertained it to be 

the plant known by the name of xyllobalfa-

famum, brought by the caravans from 

Mecca. He fays that its reddifh bark 

covers a. fkin of a beautiful green. It 

has a mixed favour of frankincenfe of 

the leaf of turpentine, and of wild favory. 

When rubbed between the fingers, it 

diffufes 



diffufes an aromatic odcur, approaching 

that of cardamum. This precious plant 

is loft in Egypt, where the Pachas remain 

too lliort a time to employ themfelves 

about any thing but their own intereft. 

It no longer exifted when M r . Maillet was 

Conful at Grand Cairo. A t this day it is 

fcarcely in remembrance. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

V O L . I. L L E T -
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L E T T E R X I . 

Defcription of the warm baths, univerfally 

ufed in Egypt ; the manner of bathing; 

the benefits experienced from this practice; 

the cuftom of the women, of bathing once 

or twice in the week; and a comparifon 

of thefe baths, with thofe of the ancient 

Greeks. 

T o M r . L . M . 

Grand Cairo, 

TH E hot-baths, Sir, known from the 

molt remote antiquity, and cele

brated by Homer, the painter of the man

ners of the age he lived in, have preferved 

their pleafure and falubrity in Egypt. T h e 

neceflity of cleanlinefs, in a climate where 

one perfpires fo copioufly, has rendered 

them indifpenfable the comfort they pro

duce, preferves the ufe of them ; and 

Mahomet, who knew their utility, has 

reduced it to a precept. Travellers in 

general 



general have defcribed them fuperficially. 

M y habit of frequenting them, having af

forded me leifure to examine them with 

attention, I fhall enter into all the par

ticulars neceffary to give you a thorough 

knowledge of them (b). 

T h e firff apartment one finds in going 

to the bath, is a large hall, which rifes in the 

form of a rotunda. It is open at the top, to 

give a free circulation to the air. A fpacious 

eftrade, or raifed floor, covered with acarpet, 

and divided into compartments, goes around 

it, on which one lays ones clothes. In the 

middle of the building a jet-d'eau fpouts 

up from a bafon, and agreeably entertains 

the eye. 

When you are undreffed you tie a nap

kin round your loins, take a pair of fandals, 

and enter into a narrow paffage, where 

you begin to be fenfible of the heat. T h e 

door fhuts to, and, at twenty paces off, 

(b) I know the baths of the principal towns in 

Egypt ; they are all built on the fame plan, differing 

only in their f ize; fo that by giving the defcription 

of one of them, the reader w i l l have that of all the 

others. 



you open a fecond, and go along a palfage, 

which forms a right angle with the former. 

Here the heat increafes. They who are 

afraid of fuddenly expofing themfelves to a 

itronger degree of it, flop in a marble hall, 

in the way to the bath, properly fo call

ed. T h e bath is a fpacious and vaulted 

apartment, paved and lined with marble, 

around which there are four clofets. The 

vapour incelfantly rifing from a fountain 

and cittern of hot water, mixes itfelf with 

the burning perfumes (c). 

The bathers are not imprifoned here, 

as in France, in a fort of tub, where one 

is never at ones eafe. Extended on a 

cloth fpread out, the head fupported by a 

fmall cufhion, they ffretch themfelves free

ly in every polf ure, whilft they are wrap

ped up in a cloud of odoriferous vapours, 

which penetrates into all their pores. 

After repofing there fome time, until 

there is a gentle moifture over the whole 

(c) Perfumes are never burnt, except the perfons 
•who are in the bath defire it. They mix with the 
fleam of the water, and produce a moft agreeable 
effect. 

body, 



body, a fervant comes, preffes you gently, 

turns you over, and when the limbs 

are become fupple and flexible, he makes 

all the joints crack without any difficulty. 

H e mtffesfdjt and feems to knead the 

flefh, without making you feel the fmalleft 

pain. 

This operation finifhed, he puts on a 

fluff glove, and rubs you a long time. 

During this operation, he detaches from 

the body of the patient, which is running 

with fweat. a fort of fmall fcales, and re

moves even the imperceptible dirt that 

flops the pores. T h e fkin becomes foft 

. and fmooth like fatin. H e then conducts 

you into a clofet, pours the lather of per

fumed foap upon your head, and with

draws. T h e ancients did more honour 

to their gueffs, and treated them in a more 

voluptuous manner. Whilft Telemachus 

was at the court of Neftor (eJ, " the beau-

fl tiful Polycafta, the handfomcft of the 

(d) Mafs comes from the Arabic verb mafs, which 

fignifies touching in a delicate manner. 

(e) Odyffcy, book 3d. 

L 3 " daughters 



" daughters of the king of Pylos, led 

" the fon ofUlyffes to the bath, warned 

" him with her own hands, and, after 

" anointing his body with precious oils, 

" covered him with rich habits, and 

" a fplendid cloke." Pififtratus and T e -

lemachus were not worfe treated in the 

palace of Menelaus (f). " When they 

" had admired its beauties, they were con-

" dueled to bafons of marble, where a bath 

" was prepared. Beautiful female Haves 
f* warned them, and after anointing them 

" with oil, covered them with rich tunicks, 

" and fuperb pelices (g)" 

The clofet to which one is conducted 

is furnifhed with a cilfern and two cocks, 

one for cold and the other for hot water. 

(f) Odyney, book 4th. 

(g) 1 have tranflated the words avXets hairy 

cloaks, by fuperb pe/ices- I am aware that no other 

tranflator has done the fame; but it appeared to me 

that the poet wifhed to defcribe a cuftom ftill exifting 

in the caff, of covering themfelves with pelices in 

coming out of the hot-baths, to prevent the perfo

ration from being checked at a time when the pores 

are extremely open. 

There 



There you wafh yourfelf. Soon after the 

fervant returns with a depilatory poma

tum (h)y which in an inftant makes the 

hair fall off the places it is applied to. 

Both men and women make general ufe of 

it in Egypt. 

After being well wafhed and purified, 

you are wrapped up in hot linen, and fol

low the guide through the windings that 

lead to the outer apartment. This infen-

fible tranfition from heat to cold prevents 

one from fuftering any inconvenience from 

it ft J. O n arriving at the eftrade, you 

find a bed prepared for you, and fcarcely 

are you laid down, before a child comes 

to prefs every part of your body with his 

(h) It is compofed of a mineral called ruftna> which 

is of a deep brown. T h e Egyptians burn it lightly, 

knead it with water, mixing it with half the quantity 

of flaked lime. T h i s greyifh pafte applied to the hair, 

makes it fall off in two or three minutes, without 

giving the ilightcft pain. 

(i) Delicate perfons flop fome time in the hall 

next the ftove, to avoid inconvenience from going fud-

dcnly into the exte rnal air. As the pores are very open, 

one keeps ones felf warm the whole day; and i f w 

winter, one ftays in the houfc. 
L . delicate 



delicate fingers, in order to dry you 

thoroughly. You change linen a fecond 

time, and the child gently grates the cal-

lofity of your feet with pumice ffone. H e 

then brings you a pipe and Moka cof

f e e ^ / 

Coming: out of a ftove, where one was 

furrounded by a hot and moiff fog, where 

the fweat gufhed from every limb, and 

tranfported into a fpacious apartment, open 

to the external air, the bread dilates, and 

one breaths with voluptuoufnefs. Perfect

ly mqffcd, and, as it were regenerated, one 

experiences an univerfal comfort. . The 

blood circulates with freedom, and one 

feels as if difengaged from an enormous 

weight, together with a fupplenefs and 

liffhtnefs, to which one has been hitherto 

a ff.rangei\ A lively fentiment of exiltence 

diffufes itfelf to the very extremities of the 

(k) One of thefe baths, with all the preparations, 

coft me three livres, (half a crown). T h e common 

people do not take fo much trouble about them : they 

only go to fweat in the ftove, wafh themfelves, and 

give three or four fols, (a penny or two-pence) at 

coming cut. 

body. 



bodv. Whilft it is loft in delicate fenfa-
J 

tions, the foul, fympathifing with the de

light, enjoys the moft agreeable ideas. T h e 

imagination, wandering over the uni-

verfe, which it embellilhes,, fees on every 

fide the moft enchanting pictures, every 

where the image of happinefs. If life be 

nothing but the fucceflion of our ideas, 

the rapidity with which they then recur 

to the memory, the vigour with which 

the mind runs over the extended chain 

of them, would induce a belief that in the 

two hours of that delicious calm that fuc-

ceeds the bath, one has lived a number 

of years. 

Such, Sir, are the baths, the ufe of which 

were fo ftrongly recommended by the an

cients, and which are ftill the delight of the 

Egyptians. It is by means of them that they 

prevent or difpel rheumatifms, catarrhs, and 

fuch cutaneous diforders as are produced 

by want of perfpiration. Hence likewife they 

find a radical cure for that fatal evil which 

attacks the fources of generation, the re

medy for which is lb dangerous in E u 

rope. 



rope (I). By the fame refource, they get rid 

of that uncomfortable feeling, fo common to 

all nations, who do not pay fo much atten

tion to the cleanlinefs of their bodies. 

T h e women are pafiionately fond of thefe 

baths. They frequent them at ieaft once 

a week, and take with them ilaves properly 

qualified for the purpofe. More fenfual than 

the men, after undergoing the ufual pre

parations, they warn their bodies, and 

above all, their heads, with rofe-water. It 

is there that female head-dreffers form their 

long black hair into treifes, which they 

mix with precious efiences, inftead of pow

der and pomatum. It is there that they 

blacken the edge of theireyelids, and length

en their eyebrows with cohel(m). It is 

there 

(I) M r . Tourncfort, who had ufed fleam-baths 

at Constantinople, where there is lefs refinement in 

them than at Cairo, is of opinion that they injure the 

breafh T h i s is an error which further experience 

would have corrected. There are no people who 

make more frequent ufe of them than the Egyptians, 

and there is no country where there are fewer 

afthmatic people. T h e afthma is fcarcely known there. 

! (m) Cohel is a preparation of tin burnt with gall-

nuts, 



there they ftain the finger and toe nails 

with henne, w h i c h gives them a golden 

colour (n). T h e linen and clothing they 

make ufe o f are paffed through the fweet 

ft earn of the wood o f aloes. W h e n the w o r k 

o f the toilet is at an end, they remain in the 

outer apartment, and pafs the day in e n 

tertainments. Females entertain them 

w i t h voluptuous fongs and dances, or 

tell them love tales. 

T h e days o f ufing the bath, are feftivals 

for the Egyptian women. T h e y deck 

themfelves out magnificently, and under 

the long veil and cloak that conceal them 

from the public eye they wear the richeft 

fluffs. A s they undrefs b#fore each other, 

their coquetry extends even to their draw

ers. In fummer they are made of e m b r o i 

dered muflin in winter of fluffs, of filk 

and gold brocade. T h e y are not acquainted 

with the ufe of ruffles and laces, but their 

nuts, which the Turki fh women make ufe of to 

blacken, and lengthen their eye-brows. 

(n) Henne is a very common fhrub in Egj 'p t > l t 

has fome refemblance to privet. T h e leaf cut fmall, 

and applied to the fkin, gives it a golden colour. 

fhifts, 



fhifts, made o f filk and cotton, are as light 

and tranfparent as gauze. T h e i r flowing 

robes are bound with rich girdles o f the 

wool o f Cachemire (o). T w o crefcents o f 

fine pearls fparkle on the black hair that 

covers their temples. T h e Indian h a n d 

kerchiefs with which they crown their 

heads, are decorated with diamonds. Such 

are the Georgian and Circaflian women, 

w h o m the T u r k s purchafe to make wives 

o f them. N o t h i n g can equal their clean-

linefs, and, as they walk, they are fur-

rounded by a cloud of odours. If their 

luxury be not publicly difplayed, it greatly 

furpafles that of the European women, i n 

the interiour o^their houfes. 

T h e T u r k s , governed by an exceflive 

jealoufy, pretend, that in a hot country, 

where nature is fo powerfully felt, where 

(o) The wool of Cachemire is the moil beautiful 

i n the world. It furpafles even filk in finenefs. T h e 

girdles that are made of it, cofl about 600 livres, or 

25 /. flerling. They are ufually embroidered at tjie 

ends, and although they are an ell wide and three 

long, one can. pafs them through a ring for the 

finger. 

the 



the women are hurried on to pleafure by an 

irrefiftible impulfe, the communication 

would be dangerous between the two fexes ; 

they abufe their power, therefore, by keep

ing them i n flavery but by this means 

they only add to the violence of their de-

fires, and they feize accordingly the firft 

opportunity to revenge themfelves. T h e 

T u r k s are ignorant, no doubt, that i f w o 

men left to their liberty are attainable, in 

a ftate of flavery, they w i l l make the firft 

advances to the men. 

I have the honour to be, & c . 

L E T -



L E T T E R X I I . 

A particular account of the Egyptian man-

ner of living, the food, occupations, and 

amufements of the people ; their tafte, mo

rals, and the manner in which they re

ceive vifitors. 

T o M r . L . M . 

Grand Cairo; 

T I F E , Sir, is more a paffive than an 

active exiftence at G r a n d Cairo (pjm 

T h e body during nine months of the year 

is oppreifed with the exceffive heats. T h e 

m i n d partakes o f this Hate of indolence. 

F a r from being continually tormented by 

the defire of feeing, of acquiring k n o w 

ledge, and of acting, it fighs after calm 

and tranquillity. Under a temperate fky 

(p) From the month of March to November the height 

of the thermometer is conftantly from twenty-three to 

thirty-fix degrees. In the other months, it is feldom 

lower than nine degrees above the freezing point. 

inactivity 



inactivity is a pain ; here, on the contrary, 

repofe is an enjoyment. T h e mofl frequent 

falutation therefore, that w h i c h is made 

ufe of on accofling, and repeated on q u i t 

ting you, is, (q) Peace be with you! E f f e 

minacy is born with the Egyptian, grows 

up with h i m as he advances i n life, and 

follows h i m to the tomb. It is a vice o f 

the climate. It influences his tafle, and 

governs all his actions. It is to fatisfy 

this difpofition that the mofl luxurious piece 

of furniture i n his apartment is the f o p h a ; 

that his gardens have delightful fhades, c o n 

venient feats, and not a fingle alley one can 

walk i n . T h e F r e n c h m a n , born i n a c l i 

mate, the temperature of w h i c h is continu

ally changing, receives every inflant new i m -

preflions w h i c h keep his foul awake. H e 

is active, impatient, and inconflant as the 

air he breathes in. T h e Egyptian who 

for two-thirds o f the year almofl invaria-

(q) T h i s is the falutation of the Orientals. T h e 

chriftian religion, which is of Afiatic origin, has pre

ferved it. A t the high feftivals, the priefts falute each 

other during the communion, faying, Peace be with 
ycu f 

b l y 



bly experiences the fame degree o f heat, 

the fame fenfation, is flothful, ferious and 

patient. 

H e rifes with the fun to enjoy the cool-

nefs of the morning. H e purifies himfelf, 

and goes to prayer according to the pre

cept fr). H e is prefented with a pipe and 

coffee. H e remains foftly repofing on his 

fopha. H i s flaves, with their hands crof

ted on their beafts, ftand in filence at the 

bottom of the apartment. T h e i r eyes fix

ed on their mafter, they flrive to anticipate 

all his willies. H i s children {landing in his 

prefence, unlefs he gives them permiffion 

to be feated, difplay in all their behaviour 

the utmoft tendernefs and reipedl. H e 

gravely careffes them, gives them his blef-

fing, and fends them back to the harem (sJ. 

H e alone interrogates, and is anfwered with 

(r) O ! ye Believers, before you begin the prayer, wajb 

your face and bands up to your elbows. Wipe your head 

and feet down to your heels. Coran, p. 107. tome pre-

' mier, of Air- Savory's tranflation. 

(s) Harem is an Arabic word, fignifyrng forbidden 
place; it is the apartment of the women, called by u s 

improperly the Seraglio. 

decency. 



decency. H e is at once the chief, the 

judge, and the pontiff of the family, w h i c h 

refpects i n h i m thofe facred rights. 

After breakfafl he applies himfelf to his 

commercial affairs, or to thofe of the place 

he occupies. A s to differences, they are 

very rare amcngft a people where the m o n -

fler of chicanery is d u m b , where the name 

o f attorney is u n k n o w n , where the code 

o f laws is confined to a few clear, and 

well defined precepts o f the C o r a n , and 

where every man is his o w n advocate. 

I f any vifitors arrive, the mailer o f the 

houfe receives them without many c o m 

pliments, but in an affectionate manner. 

H i s equals go and feat themfelves by h i m 

with their legs croffed; a poflure by no 

means fatiguing with clothes w h i c h do not 

fetter the limbs. 

H i s inferiors are on their knees, and 

feated on their heels. Perfons of great dif-

tinction fit on an elevatedfopha, from w h i c h 

they overlook the company (t). Thus 

iEneas 

(t) Inde toro pater /Eneas fic or/us ab alto. ./Eneid, 

Jib. 2. T h e epithet of father, given by V i r g i l to ^Eneas, 

V O L . I . M proves 



j(Eneas was in the place of honour in the 

palace of D i d o , when feated on a high bed, 

he related to the queen the difaifrous 

fate of T r o y , reduced to allies. A s foon as 

every one is feated, the Haves bring pipes 

and coffee, and place i n the middle of the 

chamber a pan with perfumes, the delicious 

vapour of w h i c h fills the whole apartment. 

T h e y are next prefented with fweetmeats 

and forbet. 

T h e tobacco made ufe of in E g y p t comes 

from Syria. It is brought in leaves, which 

are cut in long filaments. It has not the 

pungency o f the American tobacco. T o 

render it more agreeable, it is mixed 

with the fcented wood o f aloes. T h e 

pipes, ufually made of jeffamine tipped with 

amber, are frequently enriched with pre* 

cious flones. A s they are extremely long, 

proves that this great poet was perfectly acquainted 

with eafiern manners, with whom the name of father 

is the moft refpec"fable title one can confer on any man. 

They ftill think it'an honour to be fo called. O n the 

birth of a fon they quit their proper name for the ap

pellation offather of fuch a one. 

the 



(u) the fmoke one Inhales is very m i l d * 

T h e Orientals pretend that it tickles agree

ably the palate, at the fame time that it 

gratifies the fmell. T h e rich fmoke i n 

lofty apartments with a great number o f 

windows. 

T o w a r d s the conclusion o f the vifit, a 

Have holding in his hand a filver plate o n 

w h i c h are burning precious effences, a p 

proaches the faces o f the vifitors, each o f 

w h o m i n his turn perfumes his beard. 

T h e y then pour rofe-water on the head and 

hands. T h i s is the latf ceremony, after 

w h i c h it is ufual to withdraw. 

Y o u fee, Sir, that the ancient cuftom o f 

(x) perfuming one's head and beard, cele

brated by the royal prophet, ftill fubfifts i n 

pur days. Anacreon, the father o f j o y , 

the poet of the graces, never ceafes r e 

peating i n his odes, " (y) H i k e to perfume 

(u) One fees pipes fifteen feet long. T h e gene

ral ftandard is five or fix. 

(x) Sicut unguentum optimum in capite, quod def-

cendit in barbam Aaron. Pfalm 132. 

(y) Anacreon, ode 15. 

M 2 " myfelf 



M myfelf with precious effences, and to 

" crown m y head with rofes." • 

About noon the table is covered. A large 

flatplateof copper tinned receives the dimes. 

N o great variety is difplayed, but there is 

an abundance of provifions. In the middle 

rifes up a mountain of rice boiled with 

poultry, feafoned with faffron and a q u a n 

tity of fpices. R o u n d it are placed hafhed 

meats, pigeons, ftuffed cucumbers, delicious 

melons, and other fruits. T h e i r roaft meat 

confifts o f fleih cut into fmall morfels, c o 

vered with the fat o f the animal, feafoned 

with fait, fpitted and roafted on the coals. 

It is tender and juicy. T h e guefts are feat

ed on a carpet round the table. A Have 

holding a bafon and ewer, offers it to wafh 

with. T h i s ceremony is indifpenfable in a 

country, where every one puts his hand 

into the plate, and where they are unac

quainted with the ufe of forks. T h i s is 

repeated at the end of the repaft. Thefe 

ciiftoms appear very ancient in the Eaft. 

Menelaus and the beautiful H e l e n , after 

loading Telemachus and Pififtratus with 

prefents, gave them the banquet o f hofpi-

tality. 



tality fzj. " T h e fair Menelaus conduft-

" ed his guefts to the place o f entertain-

< e ment. H e made them be feated o n 

" thrones. A female Have, carrying in her 

" hands a golden ewer with a lilver bafon, 

*i offers them to wafh. She places before 

" them a polifhed table, on w h i c h fhe ar-

" ranges the victuals/* 

T h e manner in w h i c h the fon of T h e 

tis received the Grecian deputies very m u c h 

refembles that o f the Egyptians towards 

their guefts. 

" (a) Achil les perceiving the deputies 

" o f the Greeks, rifes up, takes them by 

" the hand, gives them the falute. . . . and 

introduces them into his tent, where he 

" makes them be feated on beds of re-

'* pofe fbj, covered with purple tapeftry. 

" . . . . T h e banquet is prepared. A u t o -

" medon holds the flefh, the noble A c h i l -

* ( les divides it into pieces, and fpits them. 

" Menetius, a mortal like unto a G o d , 

( a ; Odyffey, book 4. 

(a) I l iad, book 9. 

(b) T h e fophas of the Orientals fcrve them alter

nately as feats and as beds. 

M 3 " lights 



* l lights the fire, fpreads out the coals, a r -

*' ranges the fpits upon the cinders, and 

" ftrews over them the facred fait 

" Achilles, feated oppofite to the divine 

•* Ulyffes, mares out the victuals. . . . . . 

** T h e guefts put their hands to the meat 

*f (c) that is ferved up to them." A poet 

o f an inferior genius to H o m e r would have 

thought he difhonoured a poem filled with 

magnificent defcriptions by m i x i n g fuch 

details with them. Y e t , h o w precious are 

they, by making us acquainted with the 

fimplicity of ancient manners, a simplicity 

l o l l to Europe, but which is ftill exifting i n 

the eaftern world. 

After dinner, the Egyptians retire into 

their harams, where they flumber a few 

hours in the midft of their children and 

their women. It is a great article of v o -

luptuoufnefs with them, to have a conve

nient, and agreeable place o f repofe. 

M a h o m e t , accordingly, who neglected n o 

thing that could feduce m a n k i n d , whofe 

wants and taftes he knew thoroughly, fays 

(c) They took the victuals doubtlefs with their fingers, 

as is pra&ifed at this day in fome countries. 

to 



to them, (d) < l T h e guefts o f Paradife 

" fhall enjoy the luxury o f repofe, and 

" fhall have a delicious place to fleep i n at 

" <noon." 

T h e poor, who have neither fopha nor 

haram, lie down on the mat where they 

have dined. T h u s , when Jefus Chrift took 

the fupper with his difciples (e), he w h o m 

he loved had his head repofed upon his 

bofom. 

In the evening one goes in a boat u p o n 

the water, or to breathe the cool air on the 

banks of the N i l e , under the fhade o f orange 

and fycamore trees. Supper-time is an 

hour after funfet. T h e tables are fpread w i t h 

rice, poultry, vegetables, and fruit. T h e f e 

aliments are wholefome during the heats. 

T h e ftomach, w h i c h would reject more 

fubftantial nourifhment, has occafion for 

them. T h e y eat little. Temperance is a 

virtue o f this climate. 

Such is the ufual life o f the Egyptians. 

O u r places of amufement, our noify plea-

(d) Coran, ch. 25, p. 119. 

(e) Erat ergo recumbens unus ex difcipulis ejus in, 

finu Jefu quem diligebat Jcfus. St. John, ch. 13, v. 23. 
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fures, are unknown to them. T h a t 

famenefs which would be the greatest p u -

nilhment to an European, appears to them 

delicious. T h e y pafs their whole life i n 

doing the fame thing, in following the efta-

blifhed cuftoms, without defiring any thing 

beyond them, without extending their 

ideas any further. H a v i n g neither lively 

appetites, nor ardent delires, they are 

{hangers to what we call I'ennui-, that is a 

torment referved for fuch perfons as n e i 

ther being able to moderate their paflions, 

nor to fatisfy the extent of their taftes, are 

a burthen to themfelves sennuient where-

ever they are, and only live where they are 

not. 

| have the honour to be, & c . 

L E T 



L E T T E R X I I I . 

jin account of the paternal authority ftill fub-

fifting in Egypt, fimilar to that of the an

cient patriarchs; the manner in which a 

father governs his children; and the great 

refpett which the Egyptians pay to old 

age. 

T o M r . L . M . 

Grand Cairo. 

J T is i n the Eaft, Sir, that hiftory places 

the cradle of the human race. It is 

there that paternal authority took its rife, 

w h i c h is ftill preferved there i n its full 

forge. A father there enjoys all the titles 

that nature has beftowed on h i m . Chief , 

judge, and h i g h prieft of his family, he 

commands there, he is the arbiter o f all 

their differences, and facrifices the victims 

o f the C our ban beiram (f). 
E a c h 

(f) T h e Courbon beiram is a Mahometan feftival, 

where each father of a family mull offer a facrifice 

proportioned to his ability. T h e rich flay oxen and 
fheep; 



E a c h family forms a fmall ftate, o f which 

the father is the fovereign. T h e m e m 

bers who compofe it are attached to h i m 

by the ties o f blood. T h e y acknow

ledge his power, and fubmit to it. T h e 

differences w h i c h arife amongft them 

are brought before his t r i b u n a l ; he pro

nounces, and his decrees terminate the dif-

pute, and reftore order and tranquillity. 

T h e moft aged of the old men holds the 

fceptre in his hands, and he is enabled to 

direct it from the refult o f a long expe

rience. But in every thing refpecting the 

interior administration, he is guided by the 

law of ancient cuftoms. 

{hecp ; the poor fulfil the precept by ki l l ing a pigeon. 

T h i s folemn fcafl amongft the Mahometans is fix 

weeks after the Ramadan, and recalls to mind the Jew-

ifh pa Hover. 

Mahomet, unable to abolifh the facrificeof animals, 

authorized by heaven in the eaftern world, recommends 

to them the chapter of the pilgrimage of Mecca ; but 

to fandtify the ufe of it, corrupted by idolatry, he en-

ioins them to invoke the name of God on the animal 

they flaughter, adding thefe remarkable words; God 

receives neither the fiejh nor the blood ofviclims, but the 

piety that makes the offering is welcome to him. Coran, 

T h e 



T h e children, brought up i n the apart

ments of the women , do not enter the 

hal l , particularly when there are ftran-

gers. W h e n the young people appear, they 

obferve a profound filence. G r o w n up to 

manhood, they may m i x i n the converfation; 

but when the Cbeik (g) fpeaks, they h o l d 

their tongue, and liften attentively. E v e 

ry one rifes up when he appears in c o m 

pany. T h e precedence is given h i m i n a l l 

public places, and he is every where treated 

w i t h consideration and refpecl. T h i s cuf

t o m fubfifted i n E g y p t in the time o f H e 

rodotus (h)\ and the defpotifm that crufhes 

the country contributes ftill to preferve 

it. U n d e r a yoke o f i r o n , w h o dares lift 

up his head ? It would be a crime to make 

a difplay o f riches to the public eye. 

E v e r y thing is carefully avoided that may 

(g) T h i s word fignifies o l d man, t h e eldelt o f t h e 

family affumes this refpecled name. It i s beftowed 

alfo on the men of the law. 

(b) L i k e the Lacedemonians, w h o a l o n e of a l l t h e 

Greeks paid true homage to o l d age, t h e Egyptians ; 

give the precedency to thofe w h o are o l d e r t h a n t h e m 

felves, and rife from t h e i r feats w h e n t h e y a p p e a r . 

Herodotus. Euterpe. 
ferve 
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ferve to awaken the avarice o f the ruling 

tyrants. It it even dangerous • to appear 

happy. It is only within one's own family 

therefore, that tranquillity and happinefs 

are to be found. A s the fafety of the fo-

ciety depends on the union of its members, 

the c o m m o n intereft, joined to the voice o f 

Confanguinity, preferves its harmony. It is 

there, accordingly, that the holy laws o f 

nature are obferved in their primitive p u 

rity. A numerous poiferity are frequent

ly lodged under the fame roof. E v e r y 

day the children and grand-children come 

to pay their progenitor the tribute of ten-

dernefs and veneration. T h e pleafure o f 

being more loved and refpected as he a d 

vances in years, makes h i m forget that he 

grows old. T h e joy and contentment o f 

his heart gliffen in his eyes. T h e w r i n 

kles of his brow are fmoothed by ferenity. 

H e is joyous and condefcending ; and whilft 

the young people wear nothing but the 

plaineft drelfes (i)9 he is decked out i n 

(i) In Egypt, the fplendid colours are referved for 

the old men ; the youth whofe morals are corrupted, 

alone dare clothe themfelves in brilliant dreffcs. 

the 



the m o d brilliant colours. H a p p y i n the 

bofom of his family until on the very verge 

o f the grave, he does not perceive that death 

is about giving h i m the fatal blow, and falls 

afleep amidft the embraces o f his children. 

T h e y long weep over h i m , and go every 

week to ftrew flowers over his tomb fkj, and 

to repeat funeral h y m n s . T h e Egyptians 

have loft the cuftom o f embalming the 

bodies, but have preferved the fentiments 

that gave it "birth. 

Amongft; polifhed people, who live 

lefs in the. domeftic ftyle, old age is not 

fo refpected ; it is not unfrequently even 

a reproach. O l d age with its hoary 

locks is often obliged to be (ilent before 

prefumptuous youth, and fport like a 

c h i l d to be fupportable in company. In 

proportion as he feels the weight of years 

come upon h i m , and the pleafures o f his 

exiftence diminifh, he fees that he becomes 

a burthen to thofe w h o m he has brought 

into the world. W h e n he has the greateft 

(k) It is a cuftom in Egypt to cover the tomb of 
their kindred with fragrant plants, and to repeat pray
ers there. 

need 
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need o f confolation, they refufe h i m their 

rcfpect, and every heart is fhut againft h i m . 

H i s foul, chilled by age, falls into decay, 

without the comfort of filial love to w a r m 

h i m with its generous flame. It is i n 

the midft o f polifhed nations that the 

venerable old m a n , w h o was a tender fa

ther, dies, long before he drops into the 

grave. 

L e t us draw the veil over a picture w h i c h 

happily is not general. T h e affecting fcenes 

to which I have daily been a witnefs i n this 

country, extort from me this parallel. 

H e r e the refpectable patriarch, whofe vene

rable white beard falls down upon his breaft, 

fmiles, under the froft of old age, on his 

srand-childrenwho come to carefs h i m . H i s 

heart expands atthe fight of four generations, 

eager to pay h i m the tribute of filial piety. 

H e rejifhes the charm of life even to his 

laft moment. Y e s , Sir, this people in their 

flate o f ignorance, have preferved the f i m -

plicity o f ancient manners. T h e y know 

nothing o f our arts and fciences ; but the 

forcible fentiments of nature, (fentiments 

w h i c h books can never teach) ; with thofe 

they 



they are intimately acquainted, they r e 

vere and enjoy them. 

I could fupport what I advance b y a 

thoufand inftances. I (hall only felecT: one 

well k n o w n anecdote. W h e n M r . M a i l -

let was conful at G r a n d Cairo (I), the J e -

fuits prevailed on the court o f France to 

fend for fome children o f the C o p t i (mj, 

to Paris, to educate them in the College o f 

L o u i s le G r a n d . T h e y were to be i n -

fixucted in the orthodox faith, and to be 

fent back to convert their fchifmatic n a 

tion. B y dint o f money and promifes, the 

content o f fome fathers, extremely poor, 

was obtained ; but when the moment o f 

feparation from their children arrived, p a 

ternal tendernefs revived in all its force, 

and they preferred returning to a ftate o f 

poverty, rather than purchafe a comfort

able fituation, by a facrifice w h i c h coft their 

heart too dear. 

I have the honour to be, Sec. 

(I) About one hundred years ago. 

(m) .The Copti are the ancient inhabitants of Egypt. 

They are Jacobite Chriftians. I fhall fpeak of them 

more amply in the courfe of thefe letters. 

L E T -
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An account of the A l m e , otherwife the Egyp

tian Improvifatrices; their education, 

. dances, mufic; and the extreme defre 

which prevails through the cou try, of 

procuring this kind of performers. . 

T o M r . L . M . 

Grand Cairo. 

T ^ G Y P T , Sir, as well as Italy, has 

- L ' her Improvifatori. T h e y are called 

Alme, knowing they have merited this name, 

from having received a better education 

than other women. T h e y form a cele

brated fociety in this country. T o be re

ceived into it, it is neceffary to have a good 

voice, to underftand the language well, to 

know the rules o f poetry (n), and be able 

(n) T h e Arabic have the fame quantity as the L a 

tin verfes, with the varied meafure, and rhyme of the 

French poetry. Thefe advantages are not to be found 

in a language the profody of which is not diftindtly 

marked. * 

to 



t6 compofe and ling couplets on the fpot, 

adapted to the circumftances. T h e Alme 

k n o w by heart all the new fongs. T h e i r 

memory is furnifhed w i t h the moft beau

tiful moals (0), and the prettieft tales. 

T h e r e is no feftival without them ; no e n 

tertainment o f w h i c h they do not confti-

(0) T h e moals are elegiac hymns, where the death 

of a hero is bewailed, or the misfortunes incident to 

love. Abulfeda has preferved the end of a moal, fung 

by Ommia on the fide of a trench into which her ne* 

phews had been thrown after the defeat of Beder: 

Have I not fufficiently wept over the noble fons 

'* of the princes of Mecca ? 

" A t the fight of their broken bones, like to a tur-

" tie concealed in the depth of the foreft, I have filled 

«« the air with my lamentations. 

" Unfortunate mothers! your foreheads bowed down 

«' to the earth, mix your fighs with my tears. 

" A n d ye, ye women who follow the proceflions, 

** chaiiht your funeral hymns interrupted with long 

*' fighs. 

" T o what have the princes of the people, the chief 
u men of the tribes been reduced at Beder ? 

" T h e old and the young warriors are laid there 

" naked, and without life. 

*' H o w Mecca hath changed her appearance ! 

«« Thefe defolated plains, thefe favage defarts them-

« felves f#em to (hare my forrow" Lift of Mahomet, 

«« (by the author) p. 83. 
V O L . I. N tute 



tute the ornament. T h e y are placed in a 

roftrum from whence they fing during the 

repair. T h e y then defcend into the faloon, 

and form dances w h i c h have no refem-

blance to ours. T h e y are pantomime b a l 

lets, in which they reprefent the ufual oc

currences of life. T h e myfteries of love 

too, generally furnifh them with fcenes. 

T h e fupplenefs o f their bodies is i n c o n 

ceivable. O n e is aftonimed a,t the m o b i -

1 lity o f their features, to w h i c h they give at 

pleafure the impreffion fuited to the c h a 

racters they play. T h e indecency o f their 

attitudes is often carried to excefs. T h e i r 

looks, their geftures, every thing fpeaks, but 

i n fo expreffive a manner, that it is impof-

iible to miftake them. A t the beginning 

of the dance, they lay afide with their veils 

the modeffy o f their fex. A long robe o f 

very thin filk goes down to their heels, 

w h i c h is flightly fattened with a rich g i r - . 

die. L o n g black hair, plaited and per

fumed, is flowing on their moulders. A 

fhift, tranfparent as gauze, fcarcely hides 

their bofom. A s they put themfelves in 

motion, the fliapes, the contours o f their 

bodies 
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bodies feem to develope themfelves fuccef-

fively. T h e i r fteps are regulated by the found 

of the flute, of caftanets, the tambour de 

bafque, and cymbals, w h i c h accelerates or 

retards the meafure. T h e y are ftill f u r > 

ther animated by words adapted to fuch 

fcenes. T h e y appear in a ftate of i n t o x i 

cation. T h e y are the Bacchants in a d e 

l i r i u m . It is when they are at this point, 

that throwing off all referve, they abandon 

themfelves totally to the diforder o f their 

f e n f e s i t is then that a people far f r o m 

delicate, and who like nothing hidden, r e 

double their applaufes. Thefe Alme are 

fent for into all the harams. T h e y teach 

the women the new airs; they amufe t h e m 

with amorous tales, and recite i n their 

prefence poems, w h i c h are fo m u c h the 

more interefting, as they furnifh a lively 

picture o f their manners. T h e y initiate 

them into the myfteries o f their art, and 

teach them to contrive lafcivious dances. 

Thefe girls, w h o have a cultivated under-

ftanding, are very agreeable i n converfa-

tion. T h e y fpeak their language with p u 

rity. T h e habit o f dedicating themfelves 

N 2 to 



to poetry renders the foftefl and moft: fono-

rous expreffions familiar to them. T h e y 

repeat with a great deal o f grace. In 

fmging, nature is their only guide. I have 

heard them fing gay airs, the time o f w h i c h 

was quick and light like that o f fome o f 

our ariettes but it is in the pathetic that 

they difplay their talents. It is when they 

recite a moal, from the movement o f the 

romance, that the continuity o f tender, af

fecting, and plaintive founds, infpires a fe-

cret melancholy, which infenfibly increafes, 

and changes into tears o f commiferation. 

T h e T u r k s themfelves, the T u r k s , ene

mies of all the arts, pafs whole nights i n 

hearing them. Sometimes two o f them 

ling together, but always with the fame 

voice. It is the fame with an orcheffra, 

where all the inftruments playing in unifon, 

execute the fame part. Accompanyments 

are only made for enlightened people, who, 

at the fame time that the melody flatters 

their ear, wifh to have their mind o c c u 

pied by the julfnefs and perfection o f the 

harmony. T h o f e nations, on the contrary, 

whofe fenfibility is more affeded than their 

hearing, 



hearing, little capable o f enjoying the 

charms o f harmony, like only the fimple 

tones whofe beauty goes directly to the foul, 

without requiring reflection to perceive it . 

T h e Hebrews, to w h o m the taftes o f 

the Egyptians had become natural, from a 

long relidence in E g y p t , had alfo their Almi. 

It appears that they gave leffons to the w o 

m e n , at Jerufalem, as well as at G r a n d 

Cairo (p). St. M a r k has preferved a fact 

w h i c h proves what an empire the oriental 

dance had over the minds o f men. " H e -

(p) E t cum dies opportunus adelfet, Herodes in 

natalitiis fuus ccenam faciebat proceribus fuis, ac 

chiliarchis, primariis Galilaeae. 

Cumque introiffet filia ipfius Herodiadis, et faltaffet 

et placuiffet Herodi fimulque recumbentibus, rex ait 

puellae : pete a me quodcunque volueris, et dabo t ibi . 

E t juravit i l l i quodcunque petieris dabo t ib i , licet 

dimidium regni mei. 

Quae cum exiffet dixit matri fuae : quid pctam ? 

at i l ia dixit : caput Johannis Baptiftae. 

Cumque introiffet ftatim cum feftinatione ad regem, 

petivitdicens : V o l o utprotinus des mihi in patina ca

put Johannis Baptiftae. 

Sed miffb fpeculatore precipit afferri caput 

ejus in patina, ct decollavit eum in carcere. 
Go/pel of St. Mark, chap. 6. 
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" rod celebrated his birth-day.in-the mid ft 
" of a fumptuous banquet, where he had 
« gathered together the chiefs of the na-
" tion, the tribunes, and the princes.of 
" Galilee. Whilft the guefts were at ta-
•« ble, the daughter of Herodias. entered, 
*\ and danced before them after the man-
" ner of the country. The whole afibm-
" bly applauded the graces fhe difplayed. 
" The king, enchanted, vowed that he would 
*f grant her what (he mould demand, were 
*' it the half of his kingdom. Urged by 
" her mother, the young Herodias de-
if manded the head of John the Baptift, 
" and obtained it." 

The Alme aflift at the marriage ceremo
nies, and march before the bride, playing on 
inftruments. They make a figure likewiie 
at funerals, and accompany the proceffion, 
ringing forrowful airs. They break forth 
into groans, and lamentations, and give 
every fign of grief and defpair. Thefe 
women are paid very high, and feldom ap
pear but amongft the grandees and rich 
men. .-.«.. 

I was 



I was invited lately, to a fpl.; did {upper, 

given by a rich Venetian merchant to the 

Receiver-general o f the finances o f E g y p t . 

T h e A l m e fang feveral airs d u r i n g the 

entertainment. T h e y then celebrated the 

praifes of the principal gueft3. T h e paf-

fage w h i c h appeared to me the moft ftriking 

was an ingenious allegory, wherein the 

meffehger o f love is made to fpeak. A f 

ter the entertainment there was play, and 

I perceived that handfuls o f fequins were 

fent to the lingers from time to time. 

T h i s entertainment produced them at leaft 

fifty louis d'or. It is true they are not a l 

ways fo well paid. 

T h e c o m m o n people have alfo their 

Alme. T h e y are girls of the fecond clafs, 

w h o try to imitate the former, but they 

have neither their elegance, their graces, 

nor their knowledge. T h e y are every 

where to be met with. T h e public places 

and the walks about G r a n d Cairo are full 

of them. A s the populace require allufions 

ftill more ftrongly marked, decency w i l l 

not allow me to relate to what a pitch they 

carry the licentioufnefs of their geftures and 

N 4 attitudes. 



attitudes. It is impomble to form an idea 
of it, without having been a witnefs to thefe 
fcenes. The Bayadieres of India are mo
dels of chaff ity compared to thefe Egyptian 
women dancers. You have here, Sir, the 
chief amufement of the Egyptians. It 
conftitutes their delight. 

I have the honour to be, &c» 



< 

L E T T E R X V . 

An account of the private life of the Egyptian 

women; their tafte, manners, employment, 

diverfons; their method of bringing up 

their children with the cuftom of lament

ing at the tombs of their parents, after 

covering them with flowers, and the 

branches of odoriferous plants. 

T o M r . L . M . 

Grand Cairo. 

J H a v e given y o u fome account, Sir, o f 

the manner o f l iving of the male i n h a 

bitants o f this country, but I have fpoken 

very little o f the women. T h i s (g) o r i -

(g) T h e Egyptians never mention their wives i n 

eonverfation. W h e n they are obliged to fpeak of 

them, they fay the mother of fuch a one, or the mif-

trefs of the houfe, &c. Politenefs prevents one from 

fayijfg, H o w is madam your wife? It is neceffaryto 

imitate their referve, and fay, How is the mother of 

fuch a one ? Even this they would look upon as an 

affront, were it not the falutation of an intimate 

friend or relation. I relate thefe traits, as perfectly 

characferiftic of oriental jealoufy, 

ental 



ental referve cannot be agreeable to an 

European. I am now going to give y o u , 

therefore, a general idea of the manners o f 

the Egyptian women. 

T h e w o m e i r a c f a brilliant part in E u 

rope. T h e y appear as fovereighs 6n the 

theatre o f the world. T h e y prefide over 

manners, and decide on the m o l l i m p o r 

tant events. T h e fate o f nations is often 

i n their hands. In E g y p t , what difference ! 

T h e y are there only fo be feen loaded 

with the chains of ilavery. C o n d e m n e d 

to fervitude, they have not the fmallefl 

influence on public affairs. T h e i r empire 

is limited to the walls of the H a r a m for 

there are buried all their graces and their 

charms. Confined within the bofom of 

their family, the circle of their life does not 

extend beyond domeffic employ men ts fr). 

T h e i r hrfl duty is the education of their 

children. T h e i r mofl ardent w i m is to 

(r) T h e compiler, Pomponius Mela, pretends that 

the women do all the Out of door labour in Egypt, 

and the men take charge of the houfe, p. 59. T h i s 

affertion is contradicted by every writer who has tra

velled in that country. 

have 



have a-great number of them, fince the 

public efteern, as well as the tendernefs o f 

their hufbands are meafured by their fecun

dity. E v e n the poor man who earns his 

bread w i t h the fweat of his b r o w , prays to 

heaven for a numerous progeny, and the 

barren woman would .be. incqnfolable, did-

not adoption indemnify her in fome degree 

for the injury of nature. E v e r y mother 

fuckles the child (lie has brought into the 

world. T h e firft fmile of that tender-

creature, and an eafy childbed, repay h e r 

for the pains and cares impofed upon her 

by this duty. 

T h e overflowings o f the m i l k , therefore, 

and other diforders, w h i c h drain the. fources 

o f life o f the young, fpoufe unobfervant o f 

this lawj are not k n o w n in this country. 

M a h o m e t has converted this cuftom, w h i c h 

is coeval with the world, into a precept (s). 

" Mothers fhall fuckle their children two 

" whole years, provided they are difpofed 

" to take the breaft fo long. T h e mother 

" lhall be permitted to wean her nurfe-

. (s) Coran, p. 40.'t. 1. Mr. S.'s tranjlation. 

" child 



" child with the confent of the hufband." 
UlyfTes defcending into the gloomy king
dom of Pluto (tj, faw there his mother, 
who had nourifhed him with her milk, 
who had reared up his infancy. 

When circumftances compel them to 
have recourfe to a nurfe, (he is not looked 
upon as a ftranger. She becomes part of 
the family, and paffes the reft of her life 
in the midft of the children (he has fuck-
led. She is honoured and cherifhed like a 
fecond mother. 

Racine, who po(fe(fed all the knowledge 
neceffary to difplay the brilliancy of his 
genius; Racine, who, from his intimate 
acquaintance with the cbef-dceuvres of 
Greece, well knew the oriental manners, 
gives his Phedra, her nurfe, for her only 
confidante. The unhappy queen, burning 
with a guilty flame, (he could not con
quer, and the fatal fecret of which bur-
thened her mind, without her daring to 
reveal it, did not refolve to entruft it to the 

(t) Odyflfey, l ib. 23. p. 375. 

tender 



tender JEnone until the latter addreffed 
her: 

Cruelle, quand ma foi vous a-t-elle decue ? 

Songez-vous qu'en naiffant mes bras vous ont recue ? 

The Haram is the cradle and the fchool 
of infancy. The helplefs being, jure 
brought into the world, is not infolded 
in wretched fwaddling clothes, the fource 
of a thoufand diforders. Stretched out 
naked on a mat, expofed to the air in 
a fpacious apartment, he breathes without 
reftraint, and moves his delicate limbs at 
pleafure. His entrance into the new element 
wherein he mull; pafs his life, is not mark
ed either by grief or tears. Bathed in 
water every day, reared up under his mo
ther's eye, he grows rapidly. Free in all 
his movements, he tries his growing 
if rength; he is in conflant action, he rolls 
about, he gets up, and if he happens to 
tumble, his falls cannot be dangerous on 
the carpet or miX(v) which covers the 

floor. 
(v) In Egypt the rooms are paved with large flag 

ftones, which are waflied, at leaft, once a week. In 
fummer 



floor. H e is not banifhed his father's houfe 

at feven or eight years old, to fend h i m to a 

college, where he lofes his health and his 

innocence. It is true that he acquires 

little knowledge. H i s education is often 

limited to the art o f reading and writing. 

But he enjoys arobuftftate of health ; whilft 

the fear of the divinity, refpecl for old age, 

filial piety, the love o f hofpitality, virtues 

w h i c h every objed: prefents to h i m in the 

bofom of his o w n family, remain deeply 

graven on his heart. 

T h e girls are brought up in the fame 

manner. T h e whalebone, and the bulks 

to w h i c h the European women fall m a r 

tyrs, are unknown to them. T h e y are 

left naked, or only covered with a fhift 

until they are fix years old. T h e habit 

they wear the remainder o f their lives does 

not fetter any of their l imbs, and allows 

the whole body to affume its natural 

ftructure. N o t h i n g is fo u n c o m m o n , 

therefore, as to fee children full of h u -

fummer they are covered with a cane mat, neatly 

worked, and in the winter with a,carpet. 

mours, 



O N | | f | T . 191 

mours, or crooked perfons. It is i n thefe 

eaftern parts o f the w o r l d that man rifes 

i n all his native majefty, and that w o m a n 

difplays all the charms o f her fex. It is 

i n Georgia ancVin Greece that thofe w e l l -

defined features, thofe admirable forms, 

impreffed by nature on the chef-d'ceuvre 

o f her works, are i n the higheft preferva-

tion. It is there that Apelles would H i l l 

find models worthy of his pencil . 

T h e w o m e n do not folely confine t h e m 

felves to the education o f their children. 

A l l the domeftic affairs are i n their de

partment. T h e y are the houfe-keepers, 

and do not think it any difparagement 

to prepare the victuals for themfelves and 

for their hufbands with their o w n hands. 

T h e ancient cuftom w h i c h ftill fubfifts 

makes it their duty. T h u s we fee Sarah 

haftening to bake the cakes on the allies, 

when the angels vifited A b r a h a m , who 

offered them the ufual repaft o f hofpi-

tality. Before the departure o f T e l e m a -

chusfxj, Menelaus fays to h i m " I go 

(x) Odyfley, l ib. 15. 

" to 



" to c o m m a n d the queen and her atten* 

" dants to prepare a fplendid repaft with the 

" provifions that are contained i n this p a -

* l lace." 

Subject to cuftom, whofe unalterable 

laws govern the countries o f the Eaft, the 

women are not admitted into the fociety 

o f the m e n , not even at table (y), where 

the affemblage o f the two fexes produces 

gaiety and bons mots, and gives a zeft to 

the entertainment. W h e n the r i c h are 

defirous o f dining with one o f their wives, 

they give her previous notice. She difpofes. 

the apartment, prepares the moft delicate 

diihes, and receives her lord with refpecf, 

and with the moft refined attention. T h e 

women o f the lower clafs ufually remain 

ftanding, or feated i n a corner o f the r o o m , 

whilft their hufband is at dinner. T h e y 

frequently prefent h i m water to wafh h i m 

felf, and help h i m at table (z)* T h e f e 

cuftom s 

(y) Sarah, who prepared dinner for Abraham and 

his guefts, did not feat herfelf at table j fhe remained 

fhut up in her tent. 

(z) I dined lately with an Italian who was mar

ried to an Egyptian woman. He has adopted the 

manners 



cuftoms w h i c h the Europeans might juftly 

ftyle barbarous, and againft w h i c h they 

might exclaim with reafon, appear fo na^ 

tural in this country, that they have no 

idea of their being different in other c l i 

mates. Such is the force of habit over the 

human m i n d . A cuftom eftablifhed for 

ages feems to be the law of nature. 

Domeftic cares leave the E g y p t i a n 

women a great many leifure moments, 

w h i c h they employ amongft their flaves 

i n embroidering a fafh, in making a veil, 

in drawing defigns on fluff to cover a fo-

pha, and in fpinning with the diftaff. So 

H o m e r paints the women of his time fa). 

" Andromache, however, had not yet 

*' learnt the death o f Hector. She d i d 

not know that he had remained without 

" the gates of the town. Occupied in 

" her palace, fhe was embroidering a m a g -

manners of the country he has lived in fo long. His 

wife and fifter-in-law {rood up before me; with dif

ficulty I prevailed on them to be feated, and place 

themfelves at table with us. The ir timidity and 

enibarrafirnent were very great. 

(a) Iliad, l ib, 22. 

V O L . I. O *' nificent 



" nificent work, whilft her Haves wereheat-

" ing the bath for her hufband on his re-

" turn from battle." 

Telemachus, feeing that Penelope, i n 

fpeaking to her fuitors, talked of affairs 

which feemed to be out of her fphere, fays 

to her " O , m o t h e r ! go up into your 

" apartment refume the occupations of 

" your fex, the fhuttle, and the diftaff. 

" C o m m a n d in the midft of your women, 

" but leave to the men, and above all to 

M m e , the care of this bow. Penelope 

" withdrew, fecretly admiring the wifdom 

« of her fon (b)T 

Labour, however, has its interludes. 

Joy is not banilhed the interior of the h a -

ram. T h e nurfe interefts you in the hiftory 

o f paft times, by the manner in which fhe 

relates the tale. G a y or tender airs are 

fung ; flaves accompany the voice with 

the tambour de bafque and caftanets. T h e 

alme* fometimes come to enliven the fcene 

by their dances, and the touching melody 

o f their voices. T h e y gracefully repeat 

(i) OdyfTey, l ib . 21. 

paflionate 



pafiionate romances. A collation, where 

perfumes and exquilite fruits are in a b u n 

dance, terminates the daily fcene. T h u s 

do the Egyptian women ftrive to c h a r m 

the liftleffnefs of their captivity. 

Y e t they are not wholly prifoners. T h e y 

have permiffion once or twice a week to 

go to the bath, and to vifit their relations 

and their friends. Another duty they are 

permitted to perform, is, to weep over the 

dead. I have often feen, in the environs o f 

Cairo, difconfolate mothers, repeating fu> 

neral hymns around the tombs w h i c h they 

had covered with odoriferous plants. It 

was thus that H e c u b a (c) and A n d r o 

mache 

(c) I fhall lay before you the lamentations cf 

Andro?nache, and of Fatima. 

A N D R O M A C H E . 

" O my hufband, thou dieft in the flower of thy 

age ! T h o u leaveft me a widow in a defert palace, 

** Before this helplefs infant, the unhappy offspring 
< c of our love, arrives at puberty, the city of T r o y 

" wi l l be overthrown. T h o u art no more, T h o u 

" who dcfendedft her ramparts, who protecledfr her 

V women from violence, and her children from cap* 
f i tivjty. Triumphant velfcls prepare to lead thern 

O z M rote 



mache poured forth their lamentations 

near the body of Hector. It w a s thus 

that 

" into bondage, and I fhall be amongft the number 

«« of the captives. O ! my fon ! thou muft fhare i n 

" my misfortune ; thy hands wi l l be employed in un-

* { worthy labours, by order of a cruel mafter; per-

*' haps even one of thofe Greeks, whofe father, fon, 

" or brother has fallen by the hands of Hector, w i l l 

** precipitate thee in his fury from the fummit of one 

* c of our towers j for Hector was terrible in his com-

" bats, and he often covered the earth with the bo-

*' dies of his enemies. A l l Ilion celebrates his va-

" lour, and bewails his lofs. O h my hufband ! thy 

" death is a dreadful ftroke for thy parents, but they 

" are lefs to be pitied than I am. Hadft thou but 

** in dying, amidft thy family, ftretched out thy 

«c hand to thy unhappy fpoufe ! had but thy mouth 

" addrefTed her in confoling words ! I fhould have 

" preferved the memory of them in my heart, and have 
t c recalled them night and day to my memory, amidft 
c c my tears and fighs." Iliad, lib. 24. 

F A T I M A . 

*' O my father ! O minifter of the moft high ! O 

*' prophet of the merciful God ! A l l then is over ! 

" T h e divine revelation is byried with thee. T h e 
t c angel Gabriel has for ever taken his flight to hea-

" ven. Supreme Being, grant my laft prayers. Haften 
t c to unite my foul to his ; enable me again to behold 

" his 



that Fatima and Sophia wept over that 

of Mahomet. Nor were the Romans 

Grangers to this cuftom. They had their 

funeral urns which they crowned with 

cyprefs. W i t h what elegance does Ho

race ftrew flowers over the urn of Quinti-

lius! H o w touching and tender (d) is the 

ode he addreffes to Virgil on the death of 

their common friend ! Amongft the E u 

ropean nations, where the ties of blood 

are not fo ftrict, thofe religious duties 

paid to the dead by the piety of the anci

ents, are as much as pombk fuperfededbut 

one only dies without regret, when one 

has not known the happinefs of being loved 

in life. 

his face; deprive me not of the fruit of his merits 

" and interceflion at the day of judgment." 

'Then taking a little dujl from off his coffin, and 

holding it near her face, Jhe added " W h e n one has 

** fmelt the duft of his tomb, can one any longer 

" relifh the flavour of the moft exquifite perfumes ? 

" Alas ! all thefe agreeable fenfations are loft to my 

. " heart. T h e clouds of melancholy, which rife 

" around me, would change the moft beautiful days 

*' into gloomy nights." Vie de Mahomet, p. 235. 

(d) Horace, ode 24. 

O 0 T h e 



T h e Egyptian women treat one another 

in the moft affectionate manner on their 

vifits. When a woman enters a haram, 

the miftrefs of the houfe rifes, makes offer 

of her hand, puts it on her heart, embraces 

her, and feats her by her fide. A female 

Have flattens to take off her black cloke, 

and (he is defired to put herfelf at her eafe. 

She lays afide her veil, and her (hiftfe), 

and retains only a flowing robe which is 

perfectly adapted to her fhape, and is 

fattened round the middle by a fafh. C o m 

pliments are then paid her in the oriental 

fbyle (f). " M y mother or my fitter, 

if why have you fo long neglected us ? 

** we were iighing after your company. It 

" embelliihes our houfe, it conttitutes 

" the happinefs of our lives," &c. 

(e) A habit of ceremony which goes over the other 

clothes, except the collar, it is like the chemife adopted 

by the French women. It is taken off, as foon as 

they are feated, to be freer and lighter clad. In Arabic 

they call it camis. 

(f) T h e titles of M r s . M i f s , &c. are unknown 
in Egypt. A n elderly woman is called mother, a 
younger woman Jijler, a young girl daughter of the 
houfe. 

, Slaves 
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Slaves then prefent her with coffee, 

fherbet, and fvveetmeats. They chat, they 

laugh, and toy together. A large difh 

is placed on the fopha, which is covered 

with pomegranates, bananas, and excel

lent melons. T h e daughter of the houfe, 

holding a ewer full of water mixed with 

rofe-water, prefents it to wafh with, in a 

filver plate. During the time they eat, noify 

mirth, and joyous converfation feafon the 

repaff. The wood of aloes is kept burn

ing in the caffolet, and perfumes the 

apartment. After the collation, flaves 

dance to the noife of cymbals, and the 

ladies often take a fhare in their amufe-

ments. Before they part they often re

peat " God preferve your health ! Heaven 

" grant you a numerous progeny ! God 
< c preferve your children, the joy and glory 

" of your family (g)" 

During the whole time a ftranger is in 

the haram the hufband is not allowed to 

approach it. It is the afylum of hofpita-

(g) I mention thefe wifhes, which are very anciene 

in the Eaft, fince they arc often to be met with 

in the holy fcriptures. 

O 4 



lity, and cannot be violated without dan

gerous confequences. This is a privilege 

the Egyptian women carefully maintain, 

and it is rendered dear to them by a very 

powerful motive. A lover in difguife 

may be thus introduced into the forbidden 

place (h), and it is of the laft importance 

not to be difcovered. Death would pay 

the forfeit of the attempt. Love in this 

country, where the paffions are impetuous, 

both from the nature of the climate, and 

the obftacles it meets with, is often fol

lowed by tragic fcenes. 

The Turkifli women go always under 

the guard of eunuchs, to take the air on 

the Nile, and enjoy the profpect of its 

charming banks. There- are handfome 

apartments in their boats, richly decorated. 

They are adorned with fculpture, and are 

agreeably painted. They are diftinguiih-

able, from the blinds let down over the 

windows, and the muiic that accompanies 

them, 

(h) I have already faid that Haram fignifies pro
hibited place. 

When 



When they cannot go abroad, they en

deavour to enliven their prifon. Towards 

the letting fun they mount upon the ter

race, and enjoy the cool of the evening 

amidft the flowers which are carefully 

preferved there. They often bathe them

felves, and enjoy, at once, the coolnefs of 

the water, the perfume of odoriferous 

plants, the frefh air, and the light of a 

million ffars mining in the firmament. 

So was Bathjheba bathing herfelf, when 

David fi) faw her from the top of his 

palace. 

T h e Turks, to prevent their women 

from being feen from the tops of the m i 

narets, oblige the public criers to fwear 

that they will fhut their eyes at the hours 

when they mount up them to announce 

the prayers ; but a more effectual precau

tion they take is, to choofe blind men for 

thefe pious functions. 

Such, Sir, is the ordinary life of the 

Egyptian women. T o bring up their 

children, to employ themfelves folely in 

(i) Book of K i n g s , chap. IX* 
the 



the affairs of houfe-keeping, to live retired 

in the interior of their family, conftitute 

their duties. T o vilit and give enter

tainments to each other, where they 

often refign themfelves to wanton mirth, 

and to the greater!: freedoms, to go on 

the water, or walk under the fhade of 

orange-trees, and to hear the alme; thefe 

are their amufements. They deck them

felves out with as much art to receive their 

acquaintances, as the French women do 

to diitinguifh themfelves in the eyes of 

the men. Naturally timid and gentle, 

they become forward,* and are hurried away 

by pafHon, when once a violent appetite 

gets poffelfion of their fouls. Then nei

ther bolts nor bars, nor the Cerberufes who 

furround them, are any obffacle to their 

delires. Death itfelf, fufpended over their 

heads, does not hinder them from con

triving means to fatisfy their paffions, and 

they are feldom ineffectual. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 



L E T T E R X V I . 

An intrigue which happened at Rofetta, be* 

tween an European and a young girl, a na

tive of Georgia. 

T o Mr. L . M . 

Grand Cairo. 

* T P * O complete, Sir, the portrait of the 

Egyptian women, I fhall recount to 

you an adventure of gallantry, which hap

pened a fhort time ago at Rofetta. It will 

give you an idea of the manner in which 

they love in this country. T o paint man

ners, we mult make ufe of facts, not rea-

foning. I mall only be careful to throw a 

veil over my pictures. Should my narra

tive become animated, attribute it to the 

nature of the fubject. 

O l d Haffan, a very jealous Turk, had 

married a Georgian girl' of fixteen ; fhe 

was never fuffered to be out of fight; but 

is there any barrier againff love ? This Seig

nior who was very rich, pofTeifed fome 

beautiful effates in the environs of Rofetta. 

A t a quarter of a league's diftance from the 

town he had a magnificent garden, where 

he 



he permitted young Gemile (for that was 

her name) to go in the evenings to take the 

air, attended by feveral Haves of both fexes. 

T h e men kept the gate, and (food fentry 

round the walls. T h e women followed 

her into the garden. There ihe walked 

penfively under the orange bowers. T h e 

murmur of the waters, the ffefhnefs of the 

verdure, the tender accents of the turtle 

doves which inhabit thefe hallowed groves, 

only added food to her melancholy. She 

gathered fruit and ate it without taife, fhe 

plucked a flower, and fmelt it without en

joyment. The pleafures fhe partook of 

with her women, only ferved to whet her 

dcfires. One evening as fhe was pafling 

along the river to go to her garden, covered 

with her veil, and furrounded by her flaves, 

fhe perceived an European who had lately 

arrived at Rofetta fkj. His drefs, fo dif

ferent from that of the Turks, made her 

remark him. The bloom of youth ftill 

glowing on his cheeks, not yet made tawny 

(k) T h e Europeans may keep their drefs at Rofet
ta j but they run a rifk in going far from the town in 
it. 
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by the fun, caught her attention. She 

palled him flowly, and let her fan drop f/J, 

to have a pretence for flopping a moment. 

She met his eyes, and his looks penetrated 

to the very bottom of her foul. T h e air, 

the fhape, every feature, every attitude 

of the ffranger, remained imprinted on her 

memory. T h e impoffibility of fpeaking to 

him, the dread of feeing him no more, 

gave her the mofl: lively feelings of her 

bondage; and a growing defire, from the 

conftraint in which fhe lived, became at 

once an impetuous paffion. Scarcely had 

fhe entered the fhady grove, before fhe 

ftole away from the troublefome crowd, 

and taking afide one of her women, in 

whom fhe placed the greatefl confidence, 

" Did you obferve, faid fhe,the youngflran-

" ger ? what vivacity is there in his eyes 1 

" what looks he darted towards me ! O 

" my friend, O my dear Zetfe I go and find 

'* him. T e l l him to come to-morrow un-

*c der the orange-trees that line the gar-

" den, near the wood of date-trees, where 

(I) T h e Egyptian women carry fans made of feather?, 

fattened in a handle of wood, of a femicircular form. 

" the 



u the wall is lowed. Tel l him that I 

" wifh to fee him ; to converfe with 

" h i m ; only let him take care to elude 

*' the vigilance of my mercilefs keepers." 

The meflage was punctually conveyed. 

The European promifed without reflec

tion, but was prevented by the dangers to 

which he would be expofed. The flave 

difouifed like a merchant, finds him a fees 

cond time, and enquires why he had broke 

his word. H e made feveral excufes, and 

fixed a diftant day of rendezvous, that he 

might confider of the meafure. Reflection 

prevailed over defire. The fight of a place 

prepared for impaling fome unhappy wretch 

alive, froze his courage. He did not keep 

his aflignation. Zetfe returns a third time, 

after fome fharp reproaches, tells him of 

her miitrefs's pafiion for him, and of the 

horror in which fhe held old HafTan, 

She extolled the charms, the beauty, and 

painted the ill fortune of a young woman 

torn from her parents, and fold to a bar

barian. T h e young man, feduced by this 

portrait, vowed that he would be the next 

day under the fhade, an hour after funfet. 

The 



The beautiful Gemile ftill full of confi

dence, tho' hitherto deceived, had gone into 

the bath. Her black locks, which formed 

a contrail: to the fairnefs of her c o m 

plexion, were juft warned with rofe water, 

and flowing in treffes down to her very feet. 

She was perfumed with precious effences. 

A girdle richly embroidered difplayed her 

fhape, and fattened her light drefs, which, 

without being made to project artificially, 

affumed the exact form of her body, and 

defined all its contours. She had thrown 

off her veil and mantle ; an India hand

kerchief adorned with pearls, crowned her 

head. A l l brilliant as fhe was with the 

graces of youth, fhe ft ill feared fhe was 

not handfome enough; fhe waited with 

anxiety, now quickening her pace, then 

•fuddenly flopping fhort, and lying down 

to roll amongft the flowers. She ftarted at 

the leaft noife, and caft her eyes towards 

the country. The fun was fet, the ftars 

began to fhine. Night, fo beautiful in this 

climate, night, whofe delicious coolnefs 

repairs the exhaufted ftrength, and reftores 

the foul to its full energy, had fpread her 

veil 



veil over all nature, and thickened her 

fhades on the bower which concealed the 

amorous Gemile. Each breath of wind 

which fhook the leaves, alternately extin-

guifhed and revived fear and hope in her 

fluttering heart. Uncertainty, the torment 

of paffionate lovers, made her experience 

at once a thoufand miferies. 

T h e moment of returning to the town 

was come, and fhe found herfelf again de

ceived for the third time. Rage takes 

place of tender fentiments. She breathes 

nothing but revenge, and is on the point of 

commanding the death of her deceiver; but 

endowed as fhe was with more fenfibility 

than vanity, hope and defire foon got the 

better of her refentment. " No, faid fhe, 

" he mall not die j go, my dear Zetfe, go 

" and be the bearer of peaceful tidings. 

*' Diflipate his fears, paint to him my 

" love, and let him come and tafle its 

" value." 

Zetfe returns to the European, calms 

his apprehenlions, gives him a lively re-

prefentation of the tendernefs of her mif-

trefs, and the good fortune which was of

fered 



fered him. T h e imprudent youth, una

ble to refill: fuch a feducing picture, made 

frefh promifes ; but fcarcely was he alone, 

before the idea of an ignominious death 

made him violate.his vows* Patience may 

be exhaufted. That of Gemile continued 

long. For nine months did die folicit a man 

whom fhe had only feen for a moment*. 

She pleaded in his behalf, who merited no 

excufes. T o thefe fruitlefs attempts fhe 

added frefh ones, and could not prevail oft. 

herfelf to lofe the fruit of fo much labour. 

One evening that fhe had been pouring 

forth bitter tears, one evening that fhe had 

forgot herfelf under the fhade, with think* 

ing on him flie loved, and whofe image 

was perpetually before her eyes, old Haffan, 

tired of waiting for her, ufed her ill. T h e 

charm was broken. She retired furious 

into her apartment. Defpairing love tranf-

ported her to vengeance, but mitigated, 

whilft it pronounced the fentence; 

" Hearken, faid fhe to her faithful Zetfe, 

" go to morrow at fun-rife, find this per-

fidious European, and convey to him 

" my la ft words: Stranger, I have feen thee; 

V O L I. P " I 



•« 1 thought thee poffeffed of fenfibility, 

" a n d my heart wifhed to-belong to thee. 

<« For nine months thou half betrayed my 

" hopes. Thou maketl a fport of perjury. 

«« Take heed fnj, thy life is in my hands, 

" and I am irritated. O n Thurfday, Haf-
M lan fets out for Faoiie, he returns late, 

" I fhall pafs the day in the country. 

" Come and receive thy pardon at my 

" feet, or a flave (hall bring me thy head. 

" 1 have fworn it by the prophet; Gemile 

" will be fatisfied, or revenged." 

Zetfe faithfully repeats the words of her 

miftrefs, and the European deliberates no 

longer. That death appeared preferable to 

him at leaft, which promifed pleafures; he 

made a prefent to the flave, conjured her 

to calm the rage of Gemile, and allured 

her that he would not fail to be at the 

place of rendezvous a little after fun-fet. 

H e was not however without uneafinefs, 

Is it a fnare laid for him ? May (lie not be 

difpofed to punilh fo many breaches of 

(n) It is very eafy for a Turki fh woman to get a 

flranger afTaffinated, or even to get him capitally pu

nched. She has only to exprefs a wifh. 

promife ? 



promife ? Does a Turkifh woman know the 
pleafure of pardoning ? Can wounded pride 

ever be brought to relent ? T h e day ar
rives. His anxiety augments. A thou-

fand ideas run counter in his mind. A 

thoufand fentiments diffract his foul. N o 

matter; he muff go. T h e image of a 

beautiful woman who is waiting for him, 

fets him on fire, and hides the danger from 

his eyes, ffe arms himfelf at the approach 

of night, croffes the field of rice, fteals 
along the wood of date-trees, and reaches 

the wall that feparates him from his fair 
Georgian. His heartbeats; he looks whe

ther any body fees him ; he fprings upon the 

wall, and defcends into the garden. At the 
fight of him, two women rife up and feem 

frightened. H e remains motionkfs. One 

of them, it was Gemile, flretches out her 

hand, and encourages him. H e approach

es her, and makes a profound bow> fhe 

tenderly raifes him, makes a fign, an4 

her Have retires. M Stranger, fays fhe to 

U him, why haft thou fo long deceived 

f* me ? thou did ft not love me then ?"•—: 
Pardon, beautiful Gemile, fear alone has 

P 2 ft bi t r>e r t c> 



" hitherto retrained m e ; but I come to 

" throw myfelf at your feet, to repair my 

«« mifconduct." She attempts to renew 

her reproaches; they expire on her l i p S . 

She takes the young man by the hand, 

which trembles in hers, and leads him, 

" nothing loth," under a thick bower of 

orange-trees. The foliage was filvered over 

by the moon; The grafs was covered with 

flowers. The delicious odour of the plants 

conveyed voluptuoufnefs into all the fenfes. 

T h e gauze and filk fhe wore, fcarcely con

cealed the charms of Gemile. T h e mo

ments were precious; and hiftory fays that 

the two lovers knew how to make the 

moft of them. 

This adventure, Sir, will appear impro

bable, as it will be judged relatively to 

European manners. I could eafily have 

frenchified the circumftances. Then it 

might have appeared natural. But where 

would have been the advantage of it ? 

Another error added to the number ! It 

would have been faid, the Egyptian are 

like the European women, without re

flecting 
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them, produced by flavery on one hand, 
and freedom on the other ; I have rather 
chofen to relate a fact which is improbable, 
than to drefs out a fable with the colour 
of truth. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

L E T -



L E T T E R X V I I . 

Journey from Grand Cairo to Gize", where 

the French merchants have a country 

houfe; the route jrom Gize to the pyra

mids* with an exacJ account of their 

height, as deferibed both by ancient and 

modern travellers. It is fhewn that the 

great pyramid is at prefent 600 feet high; 

but that in the time of Herodotus, when the 

fand was not accumulated round its bafe*, 

it meajured almoji %oo jeet perpendicular. 

T o M r . L . M . 

Grand Cairo. 

\T O U are furprifed, Sir, that I have 

hitherto made no mention of the py

ramids. You exped a defcription of them* 

which may clear your doubts, and deter

mine your judgment. This has been the 

very reafoti of my filence. I have only de

layed it hitherto from the defire of afcer-

taining fads, and of giving fuch particu

lars as may gratify your curiofity. One 

journey 
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journey was not fufficient. I arrive from 

a fecond one with the Count d'Antragues, 

who has been led into Egypt by his third 

after knowledge. This French nobleman 

unites the molt amiable qualities with a 

great deal of underftanding and much i n 

formation. 

W e fet out from Grand Cairo after din

ner, and went out of town by the quarter 

of Haneft. T h e Nile was on our right, and 

the canal of the Prince of the Faithful on 

our left. T h e plain we crofted extends 

as far as Mafr Foftat. It is interfected by 

lakes, by clumps of trees, and gardens. 

There are feveral country houfes alio be

longing to the grandees. The moft confi-

derable is that of Ibrahim Bey, Cheik Elbe-

led foj, whither he often brings his women. 

They have for a walk, a vaft enclofure 

planted with orange and pomegranate 

trees, with a covered terrace, which over

looks the river. It is there they fpend 

a part of their days in captivity. A little 

(o) It is, as I have already faid, the title aflfumed by 

the moft powerful amongft the Beys, and iignifies 

Governor of the country. 

p 4 farther 



farther Is a large building inhabited by tho 

dervifes. It is faid that their proximity is 

a fubject of confolation to the fair pri-

foners. 

A t the extremity of the plain we found 

the opening of the canal of the Prince of 

the Faithful, and the water-caftle. W e 

traverfed a part of Old Cairo, and embark

ing at the point of the Mekias we land^ 

ed at Gize, where the French merchants 

hire handfome country-houfes. W e paf-

fed the evening there, impatient to conti

nue our journey. Before we fet out it was 

necefiary to make a prefent to the Kia-

chej (p), who promifed us two Cheiks (q), 

to fecure us from being pillaged by the 

Arabs. This was formerly a voluntary gift, 

but at prefent is become a tribute, which the 

governor exacts from European curiofity. 

It originated with the Englifh, who in re

turning from Bengal never fail to vifit the 

pyramids. The ridiculous vanity of thefe 

Nabobs diftributing their gold by handfuls, 

fleeting on the immenfe difference between 

(p) Governor. 

(q) M a n of the law, or of authority amongft the 
Arabs. 

them 
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renders travelling more expenfive and more 
difficult for thofe who have not had the 
fortune to govern the rich provinces of 
Bengal. 

The prefent being accepted, and the 
efcort arrived, we quitted Gize at about 
one o'clock in the morning. Scarcely had 
we travelled a quarter of a league before we 
perceived the fummit of the two great pyra
mids, from which we were three leagues 
diftant. The full moon fhone upon them, 
and they appeared like two points of rock 
crowned by the clouds. The fight of thefe 
ancient monuments, which have outlived 
the deftruction of nations, the fall of em
pires, and the ravages of time, infpires a 
fort of veneration. The calmnefs of the 
air, the lilence of the night, added ftill 
further to their majefty. The foul, calling 
an eye over the ages that have palled away 
before their unmaken mafs, trembles with 
an involuntary refpect. Hail to the remains 
of the feven wonders of the world ! Honour 
be to the power of that people who could 
raife them 1 

It 



It is in the rich territory which furrounds 
them, that fable has placed the Elyfian 
fields. The canals which interfecl them 
are the Styx and Lethe. Penetrated with 
ideas of mythology, you think you behold 
the fhades of heroes and virtuous men 
fleeting by your fides. You think you 
hear the laft adieu of Eurydice. How 
many affecting images have thefe places, 
celebrated by Orpheus and by Homer, fur-
nilhed to poetry! 

We kept advancing however, and the 
pyramids, whofe afpects varied according 
to the circuits we made in the plain, and 
the polition of the clouds, difplayed them
felves more and more to view. At half 
paft three in the morning we arrived at the 
foot of the greateft. We left our clothes 
at the gate of the palfage which leads to 
the inlide, and defcended, carrying each of 
us a flambeau in his hand. Towards the 
bottom you muff creep like ferpents to get 
into the interior palfage which correfponds 
with the former. We mounted it on our 
knees, fupporting ourfelves with our-hands 
againft the fides. Without this precaution 

one 



one runs the rifle of flipping on the in
clined plane, where the flight notches are 
inefficient to flop the foot, and one might 
fall to the bottom. Towards the middle 
we fired a piftol, the frightful noife of 
which, repeated in the cavities of this im-
menfe edifice, continued a long time, and 
awakened thoufands of bats, which flying 
round us, ftruck againft our hands and 
faces, and extinguished feveral of our wax 
candles. They are much larger than the 
European bats. Arrived above, we entered 
a great hall, the gate of which is very 
low. It is an oblong fquare, wholly com
pofed of granite. Seven enormous ftones 
extend from one wall to the other, and 
form the roof. A farcophagus made of - j 
one block of marble lies at one end of it. 
This monument has been violated by the 
hands of men. It is empty, and the lid 
of it has been wrenched off. Some pieces 
of earthen vafes lie around it. Under this 
beautiful hall is a chamber not fo large, 
where you find the entrance to a conduit 
filled with rubbifh. After examining thefe 
weaves, where day-light never penetrated, 

and 



and where eternal night thickens his gloomy 
fhades, we defcended the fame way, taking 
care not to fall into a well (rj, which is 
on the left, and goes to the very foundations 
of the pyramid. The internal air of this 
edifice never being renewed, is fo hot, and 
mephitic, that one is almoft fuffocated. 
When we came out of it, we were drop
ping with fweat, and pale as death. We 
might have been taken for fpectres. After 
greedily breathing the external air, and re
freshing ourfelves with it, we loft no time 
in fcaling this mountain made by the 
hands of men. It is compofed of more 
than two hundred layers of ftone. They 
overlap each other in proportion to their 
elevation, which is from two to four feet. 
It is neceffary to climb up all thefe enor
mous fteps to reach the top. We under
took it at the North-Eaft angle, which is 
the leaft damaged. It took us however, 
half an hour with great pains and many 
efforts to effect it. 

(r) Pl iny knew of i t .—There is i n the pyramid a 

"well 26 cubits deep. L i b . 3 6 . 

The 



The fun was riling, and his gilding was 
gradually fpreading over the eaft. We en-
Joyed a pure air, and a moft delicious cool-
nefs. Prefently he began to gild the point 
of the Mokattam (s), and his luminous 
dilk appeared on the edge of the moun
tain. We received his firft rays, and dif-
tinguifhed in the fhade the points of the 
pyramids of Saccara, at three leagues dif
tance from us in the plain of the mum
mies. The light defcended rapidly. The 
minarets, and the tops of the date-trees, 
planted round the villages, built on emi
nences, appeared enlightened. Every 
inftant difcovered to us new beauties. As 
this luminary mounted in the heavens, he 
fpread hi sburning rays over the mountains 
and the valley of Egypt. The flocks were 
defcending from the hamlets, boats under 
fail were going up the Nile. We followed 
with our eyes the vaft contours formed by 
him in the plain. To the north we had 
barren hills, and parched fands; to the 
fouth, the river, and an ocean of harvefts; 

(s) 7'he mountain which overlooks Grand Cairo. 

to 



to the eaft, to complete the picture, we per
ceived the fmall town of Gize, the tow
ers of Mafr Foftat, the minarets of Grand 
Cairo, and the caftle of Salah Eddin,-
Seated on the loftieft and moft ancient mo
nument of men, as on a throne, by run
ning over the horizon, we faw a frightful 
defertj a rich country where lay the 
Elyfian fields, hamlets, towns, a ma-
jeftic river, and edifices, which feemed to 
be the work of giants. There is not in 
the univerfe a more varied, a more magni
ficent, and more awful fpectacle. It ele
vates the mind, and forces it to contem
plation. 

After engraving our names on the fun}-
mit of the pyramid, we defcended cau-
tioufly, for we had the abyfs before us. 
A piece of ftone detaching itfelf under our 
feet or hands, might have fent us to the 
bottom. 

Arrived at the foot of the pyramid, we 
made the tour of it, contemplating it with a 
fort of horror. When viewed clofe, it feems 
to be made of maffes of rocks; but at a 
hundred paces diftance, the largenefs of the 

ftones 



ftones is loft in the immenfity of the whole, 
and they appear very fmall. 

To determine its dimenfions is ftill a pro
blem. From the time of Herodotus to our 
days, it has been meafured by a great number 
of travellers and learned men, and their dif
ferent calculations, far from clearing up 
doubts, have only increafed the uncertainty. 
I fhall give you a table of them, which will 
ferve at leaft to prove how difficult it is to 
come at the truth. 

Height of the great Width of one of 
pyramid. its fides. 
Ancients. French feet. 

Herodotus - 800 - - - - 800 
Strabo - - 625 - - - - 600 
Diodorus Siculus 600 and a fraction. 700 
Pliny - - - - - - - - 708 

Moderns. 

Le Bruyn - 616 - - - - 704 
Profper Alpinus 625 - - - - 750 
Thevenot - 520 - 682 
Nieburh - 440 - - - - 710 
Greaves - 444 - - - - 648 

Number 



Number of layers of ftone which form if. 

Greaves - 207 - 4 layers. 
Maillet - - 208 
Albert Liewenllein 260 
Pocock - - - 212 
Belon - 250 
Thevenot - - 208 

It appears to me that Meffieurs Greaves 
and Nieburh have prodigioufly deceived 
themfelves in meafuring the perpendicular 
height of the great pyramid. All the tra
vellers allow, in fact, that it has at lead 
two hundred layers of Hone. Now, thefe 
layers, are from two to four feet high (u)* 

(u) T h e layers are from four feet and a half to four 

feet high, being not fo high at the top as at the bafe. 

Pocock, defcription of the Eafl, I/? volume. 

T h e elevation of the firft layer is five feet, but it d i -

minifhes infenfibly in proportion as one mounts. 

Pro/per Jlpinus, chap. 6. of the Pyramids. 

T h i s pyramid has 208 fteps of large ftones, the thick-

nefs of which makes the height of them about two 

feet and a half, one with another, for I have meafured 

iome of them more than three feet high. Thevenot, 

p. 242. 

The 



The higheft are at the bafe, and decreafe 
infenfibly to the top. I have meafured 
feveral of them which were more than 
three feet high, and I found none lefs than 
two, the leafl height of them we can take 
as a medium, therefore, is two feet and 
a half, which, even' according to Mr. 
Greaves?s calculation, who reckons 207 
layers, would make 517 feet fix inches per
pendicular height. 

Obferve that Meflieurs Greaves, Maillet, 
Thevenot, and Pocock, who only differ in 
the number of the layers, from 207 to 212, 
all mounted by the North-eaft angle, as the 
leaf! injured. I followed the fame route, and 
counted only 208 fteps. But if we reflect 
that the pyramid has been open on the fide 
next the defart, that the ftones on that fide 
have been thrown down, that the fand which 
covers them has formed a considerable 
hill, we fhall not be aftoniftied that Al
bert Liewenftein, Belon, and Profper 
Alpinus, who muft have mounted by the 
South-eaft, or Scuth-weft angle, which 
are lefs expofed to the fands of Lybia, 
fhould have found a greater number of 

VOL. I. Q _ fteps. 



fteps, fo that the calculation of thefe tra
vellers, agreeing with that of Diodorus 
Siculus and Strabo, appears to be neareft 
the true height of the pyramid taken at its 
natural bafe; whence we may conclude 
with reafon, that it is at leaft fix hundred 
feet high. Indeed this is authenticated by 
a palfage of Strabo (xj. Thefe are his 
words, " Towards the middle of the height 
c« of one of the fides, is a ftone that may 
" be raifed up. It fhuts an oblique 
" palfage which leads to a coffin placed in 
** the center of the pyramid." This palfage 
open in our days, and which in the time 
of Strabo (yJ, was towards the middle of 
one face of the pyramid, is at prefent only 
a hundred feet from the bafe. So that 
the ruins of the covering of the pyramid, 
and of the ftones brought from within, 
buried by the fand, have formed a hill in 
this place two hundred feet high (z). 
Pliny comes in aid of this opinion. The 
great Sphynx was in his time upwards of 
62 feet above the furface of the ground. 

(x) Strabo, lib. 17. p. 1161. 

(y) That is to fay, in the Auguftan age. 

(z) P l iny , l ib. 36. page 861. 

Its 



It's whole body Is at prefent buried under 
the fand. Nothing more appears of it than 
the neck and head, which are 27 feet high. 
If even the fphynx, though defended by 
the pyramids againft the northerly winds, 
which bring torrents of fand from Libya, 
be covered as high as 38 feet, judge what 
an immenfe quantity muff have been heap
ed up to the northward of an edifice whofe 
bafe is upwards of feven hundred feet long. 
It is to this we muff attribute the prodi
gious difference between the accounts of the 
hiflorians who have meafured the great 
pyramid at diffant periods, and at oppofite 
angles. Herodotus who faw it in the age 
nearelf to its foundation, when its true 
bafe was ftill uncovered, makes it 800 feet 
fquare fa). This opinion appears very pro
bable to me. It is alfo that of Pliny (b)% 

who fays it covered the fpace of eight 
acres. 

Mefiieurs Shaw (c)y Thevenot (d), and 

(a) Euterpe, p. 6. 

(b) Pliny the naturalift, l ib. 36. p. 861. 

(c) Geographical obfervations on Syria and Egypt. 

(d) Voyage up the Levant. 

Q j 2 the 



the other travellers who pretend that this 
pyramid was never finifhed, becaufe it is 
open and without coating, are in an er
ror. It is only neceffary to obferve the 
remains of the mortar, with the fplinters 
of white marble which are to be found in. 
many parts of the fteps, to fee that it has 
been coated; after reading attentively the 
defcription given of it by the ancients, 
every doubt vanilhes, and the truth is as 
clear as day light. Let us examine fome 
of thefe paffages. " The great pyramid 
" was covered with polifhed ftones, per-
" fecfly well jointed, the fmalleft of which 
^ was 30 feet long. It was built in the 
*' form of fteps, on each of which were 
** placed wooden machines to raife the 
*' ftones from one to another." Herodotus. 

Euterpe. 

" The great pyramid is built of ftones 
" very difficult of work;manfhip, but of an 

eternal duration. It is preferved to our 
" days (ej, without being in the leaft in
jured. The marble was Drought. from 

(e) Towards the middje of, the Auguftan age. 

«f the 



8C the quarries of Arabia.*' Diodorus Sicu-

/us, lib. 1. 

This hiftorian thought that the whole 
building was compofed of ftones, fimilar 
to thofe of the coating, which were of very 
hard marble. Had there been fome pieces 
torn off, he would have perceived under 
that covering, a rather foft calcareous ftone. 

" The great pyramid is formed of ftones 
" brought from the quarries of Arabia. It is 
M not far from the village of Bufiris (f), 
" where thofe perfons refide who are fo 
" fkilful as to climb up to the top." Pliny 

the naturalifi, lib. 36. 

This palfage fhews that Pliny, deceived 
by the appearance, was in the fame error 
with Diodorus Siculus. It demonftrates 
alfo that it was covered. For what diffi
culty would there have been for the inha
bitants of Bufiris to fcale a building 
railed by fteps ? but it was really a prodi
gy for them to get up it when it formed a 
mountain, the four inclined planes of 

(f) T h i s village ftill exifts ; it is called Bouftr, and 

. is only a fhort league from the pyramids. 

Q -2 which 



which prefented a furface covered with 
polifhed marble. 

I fhall not purfue my remarks any far
ther, to prove to you that the great pyra
mid had a coating of marble. It is an in-
conteftible fact. It is as certain too that 
it has been fhut, as Strabo gives us to un-
derftand; and that by removing a Hone 
placed in the middle of one of the fides, 
one found a paffage which led to the tomb 
of the king j but I fhall leave Mr. Maillet, 
who vifited it forty times with all imagin
able attention, the honour of laying before 
you the means employed to open it. I 
have examined the infide of it in two diffe
rent journeys; twice I have mounted it, 
and I cannot help admiring the fagacity 
with which that author has developed the, 
mechanifm of that ailonifhing edifice. I 
fhall fubjoin his enquiries, and his plan 
of the pyramid, fince I could only ex-
prefs myfelf as he does, and all the honour 
of the difcovery belongs to him. I fhall 
pnly add fome ncceffary notes. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 
L E T . 
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L E T T E R XVIII. 

Remarks on the interior ftrutture of the 

great pyramid, its apartments, the means 

employed by the architects to Jhut it, and 

render it inaccefjible, with the method 

now ufed of procuring admittance, l'his 

article is extracted from the learned Mail-

let. Subjoined is a chart, with notes, and 

refections. 

T o M r . L . M . 

Grand Cairo. 

J^"OT only, Sir, has the great pyramid 
been coated, and finilhed on the 

outfide, but it was mut, and has been 
forcibly opened. This I take upon me 
to eflablifh, fo as to leave no doubt of the 
fadt. 

This violence may be remarked in the 
firft. place at the natural entry of the py
ramid, whence, as may be feen with a 

O a little 
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little attention, fome of the ftones which 
(hut it, and were of an enormous fize, have 
been removed. Thefe ftones were placed 
above a palfage, which, by a fteep defcent, 
leads you to the centre of the pyramid* 
and to the chambers where the bodies of 
thofe who had built it were to be depo-
fited. This paffagej which Hopes very 
rapidly, is one hundred feet long, and has 
its entrance at a hundred feet from the 
bafe of the pyramid. You get to it by a 
fort of hill, of about that height, formed 
by the ruins of the pyramid itfelf. The 
palfage is three feet three inches fquare, 
and is filled from top to bottom with very 
even ftones, of the fame marble of which 
it is compofed. Above the opening of 
the entrance into this palfage, one remarks 
in the body of the pyramid, a fpace of 
nine or ten feet, whence ftones of a 
prodigious fize have been carried off, as 
appears from thofe which remain. This 
remark alone would fufhciently prove that 
the pyramid has been clofed, fince thefe 
ftones can only have been removed, to 

difcover 



difcover the entrance of the paffage, or 
to get a better hold of thofe which were 
in the palfage itfelf, and which were bound 
to thofe that have been wrenched off. 
This may be obferved at the letter A . 
After removing thefe prodigious ftones, and 
$hofe of the paffage, which were under the 
former, it was eafy to draw out the others* 
by taking hbld of the part of them that 
projected externally. It is fuppofed, in or
der to render the execution of fuch an 
enterprize more difficult, that in placing 
thefe ftones in the paffige, they were co
vered with a very ftrong cement, that 
they might adhere more clofely to the 
wall of the paffage, and conftitute only 
one mafs with the whole body of the 
building; but by making ufe of ftronger 
powers, and by the means of hot-water 
running in the channel marked B . they 
had fucceeded in deftroying the quality of 
the cement, and in detaching thefe ftones, 
which they then drew out with little 
trouble. It is certain, at lead that they 
have been able to extract them without 
at all injuring the ftones which form the 

paffage. 



paffage. In fact, they are as well polifhed at 
prefent, as on the firft day, except in the 
bottom of the paffage, where they have fmce 
hammered out cavities two or three fingers 
deep. This precaution was neceffary, to 
facilitate the entry and return of the per-
fons who vifit the pyramid. It is eafy to 
conceive, that, were it not for this aid, it 
would be impoffible to defcend this paffage, 
"without being hurried rapidly to the bot
tom ; and that to remount, it would be 
neceffary to tie one's felf by cords faftened 
at the external entrance. 

I have hinted above that this paffage 
was compofed of marble; I further add, 
that the ftones which form its four fides, 
are in fact, of the fine ft white marble, and 
confequently the hardeft. I acknowledge 
that it is rather of a yellowifh eaft; owing, 
doubtlefs, to length of time Ml One of 

thefe 

(g) It is not grown yellow from time, it is its 

natural colour. There is at the foot of Mount C o l -

zoum, on the weftern coaft of the Red Sea, an i m -

menfe quarry of this yellow marble. T h e fandy 

plain which leads to it is called Elaraba—the Plain 

of Waggons. T h i s name is undoubtedly derived from 

the 
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thefe prodigious ftones which were remo
ved, as I have faid, from before the aper
ture of the paffage, when the pyramid was 
forced, is ftill to be feen at the entrance. 
It is cuflomary to get upon it and eat, 
when one vifits this illuftrious monument. 
It is undoubtedly of the fame marble, as 
well as all thofe which form the other paf-
fages. It is on this principle I have ad
vanced, that the ftones, which clofed the 
firft paffage I havejuft fpoken of, and even 
all the other paffages of the pyramid, were 
alfo of the fame marble, preferred, doubt-
lefs, to any other, on account of its ex
treme durability. It is very eafy to afcer-
tain this, by lifting up one half of the 
ftone ftill exifting at the place marked C . 
where the interior and exterior paffages 
join. With refpecf to the infide of the 
pyramid, it is fo dark, and fo blackened 

the waggons made ufe of to convey the marble to 

the N i l e , from whence it was tranfportcd, by watar, 

almoft to the foot of the pyramids. Hi.rodotus and 

Pliny allure us that the ftones, with which they were 

covered, were brought from the quarries of Arabia, 

becaufe that part of Egypt was then called Arabia. 



by the fmoke of the candles, and wax-
lights burnt there for ages, by perfons who 
have vifited it* that it is difficult to form 
an accurate judgment of the quality 0 f 
the ftones of the halls, and other places 
within this enormous mats. One only 
obferves that they have been finely po
lifhed, that they are of the greateff du
rability, and fo well jointed, that it is 
impoffible to infert the point of a knife 
between them. 

They had cleared this firft paffage, and 
accomplifhed this laborious work, when a 
fecond, ftill more confiderable, pre fen ted 
itfelf. It was then neceffary to extract 
the ftones with which another paffage was 
filled, which went up from this towards 
the fummit of the pyramid, by a route as 
fteep as the other was Hoping. The firft 
queftion was, how to find out where the 
paffage which mounted towards the top . 
terminated in that which they had open
ed; and I fuppofe they difcovered it, al
though the ftone, which clofed this paffage, 
was fo exactly fitted, as to leave no mark 

of 



of any opening whatever. It could only 
be obferved, that it did not, like the others, 
pafs over the upper part of the firft palfage; 
this was difcovered by founding with the 
point of a knife, or fome other inftru-
ment, which could eafily be pufhed into 
the cement that covered this ftone, and 
joined it to thofe of the lower palfage, 
This was found out, at ten feet from 
the end of the latter palfage, the bet
ter to deceive thofe who might fearch to 
difcover this opening. This ftone was 
firft attacked, and it Was no eafy work. 
The place was very narrow, and the work 
muft have been carried on above the head, 
by lying on the back, without being able 
to ufe the ftrength of the arms but very 
feebly, and at the rifh. of being crufhed 
every moment by a heavy mafs ready to 
fall upon them. This may be feen by 
calling the eye on the figure, at letter C. 
After overcoming, however, by the ham
mer, the refiftance of this firft ftone, which 
muft have had a hold in this place, there 
fucceeded a fecond, which ran along the 
bottom of the paffage, and which muft have 

been • 



been worked in another manner. At 
length they got the better of this as well 
as of the former; but as another ftill p r e . 
fented itfelf, the labour being thought too 
tedious, this method was abandoned, and 
after preventing the defcent of the ftone 
which followed, and (hut up the entrance 
of the palfage, they made at the place 
marked D . a forced route of forty feet 
long, by eight or ten feet wide, in the 
ftones which lined the lower palfage, and 
which were at its extremity. This route 
is pointed out in the plate by the letter 
E . (h) in fome places it is narrow and 
very low ; in others it is high enough to 
admit of a man's ftanding erect. This work 
coft an infinite deal of labour. Turning 
at length to the left, towards the upper 
paftage, they removed from the fide of it 
three or four ftones, which made an open-

(}?) T h i s uneven winding route, very different from 

the paffages of the pyramid, evidently proves that 

it has been entered by force. What prodigious pains 

and labour it muft have coft, to clear out a road of 

forty feet, in a narrow fpace, and through a mafs of 

enormous ftones! 

ing 



ing of fifteen or twenty feet broad in the 
place marked G . But before I fpeak of 
the continuation of this work, it is proper 
to obferve, that the real ft one which clofed 
the paffage in the place where it formed 
an angle with the lower one, that this 
ftone, which had been cut in proportion 
to that angle, and which exactly clofed 
this entry, has really been removed as I 
have mentioned. The ftone in fact, with 
which it is at prefent clofed, by no means 
fits it, but leaves, on the contrary, an inter
val of three or four fingers at the upper 
part, which ought to be longer there than 
at the lower. This may be feen at the 
place marked F. in the plate. 

When they had wrenched off, and bro
ken the three ftones, which clofed the fide 
of the upper paffage, from the place marked 
G , it was neceffary to attempt to empty it 
of all the other ftones, not only thofe which 
correfponded with that opening, but thofe 
alfo which were above, to an unknown ex
tent. This was a difficult and very tedious 
undertaking, fince only one perfon could 
work in a ipace of three feet three inches 

fquare. 



fquare. There was reafon to think, how
ever, that befides the great number of ftones 
that might be met with in the paffage, 
there might perhaps be beyond it, i n a 

place not fo narrow, a long continuation 
of the fame ftones ready to choke up this 
paffage in proportion as it was cleared out. 
This was in fact an augmentation of pain 
and labour the architect had not failed to 
prepare for thofe who fhould attempt to 
penetrate by this paffage into the centre of 
the pyramid. To fave a part of this la
bour, inftead of attempting to break thefe 
ftones one after the other at the place mark
ed G , where the paffage had already been 
attacked and begun upon, they took the re-
folution of fupporting thefe ftones in the 
paffage itfelf, by ftaying, by means of a 
prop, or otherwife, the ftone above that 
which they intended breaking. They then 
fet to the work, and beginning with thofe 
ftones which they broke and fupported by 
props of a proportionable length as they 
proceeded, they continued it from ftone tc? 
ftone, and ftill advancing, ftill keeping 
within the fize of the paffage, until they at 

length 



length arrived at its extremity, and at a 
fpace of which I am going to fpeak. 

As for the reft, it is proper to obferve 
that as long as the paffage lafted, and in 
its whole length, they were obliged to 
make very great efforts to break the ftones 
it was filled with. The blows of the 
hammer, the blows they had ftruck on the 
wedges they made ufe of to execute this 
work, fo injured every part of this paffage, 
that from being fquare, they have made it 
almoft round ; which inconteftably proves 
that they worked from top to bottom, and 
confequently had adopted the meafure of 
propping the ftones to break them in it. 
Indeed had this work been executed at the 
opening of the paffage marked G, where it 
had been begun, that part only of the paf
fage would have been injured ; the remain
der of it, fourfcore feet in length, deligned 
by the letter H in the plate, from whence 
the ftones would only have flid to the place 
where the paffage had been opened, would 
have remained entire, and in as good pre-
fervation as in all the other places, where 

V O L . i . R it 



it ftill fubfifts complete, even to the 
hall. 

When they had got to the extremity of 
this palfage, they found that its upper part 
was wanting* they even difcovered that it 
had loft a foot of its capacioufnefs, fince it 
was no more than two feet and a half deep. 
This fpace however extending from one 
part to the other a foot and a half in length, 
formed a vacancy of three feet, and made 
this interval fix feet and a half wide, 
which compofed on each fide of the paf
fage two elevations, or benches, two feet 
and a half high, and a foot and a half 
wide. They Extended upwards in the 
fame direction with the firft palfage, for 
the fpace of one hundred and twenty-five-
feet in length, according to my meafuring; 
others make it one hundred and forty. At 
the extremity of thefe benches and of the 
paffage, one meets with an efplanade or 
platform eight or nine feet deep, and fix 
feet and a half wide, as all this interval is 
above the benches. This fpace is marked 
by the letter R in the more extenlive plate 
of the extremity of the gallery, as it is given 

on 



on the fide of the pyramid. At the dif
tance of every two feet and a half, there 
are formed in the benches from the bottom 
upwards, adjoining the wall, openings of 
a foot in length, fix inches wide, and eight 
deep, perpendicularly cut. I fhall explain 
in what follows, the ufe they were deligned 
for. Thefe benches and holes which ac
company the palfage marked P, are defign-
ed in the plate by the letter 

The fides of the gallery rife twenty five 
feet above the benches. From thence to 
the height of twelve feet, the wall is per
fectly equal; it is then ftraightened by a 
ftone which projects about three fingers ; 
three feet above that another ftone projects 
as much, and is followed at the fame dif
tance by a third, which equally advances. 
A fourth, in fhort, does the fame three feet 
higher. From that there is only four feet 
of wall to the top, which is flat, and near
ly as wide as the paffage at the bottom of 
the gallery, that is to fay, about three feet, 
three inches. All this elevation was ne
ceffary to the architect, for placing the 
ftones deftined to clofe the paffages. What 

R 2 I have 



I have juft been faying of the narrowing 
of the gallery in proportion as it rifes, may 
be feen in the plate marked at the two ex
tremities by the letter S. 

On coming out of the palTage marked 
by the letter H , and on entering the gal
lery, one finds on the right hand an opening 
made in the wall. It occupies a part of the 
bench ; this hole is almoft round, cut in 
the fhape of a fmall door of about three 
feet high by two and a half wide. From 
this hole one defcends into a well I fhall 
hereafter fpeak of, and of the ufe for which 
it was intended. This hole is at the let
ter I. 

Once arrived at the gallery, it was not 
at all difficult to break the ftones which 
filled the palfage P, as well on account of 
their being above the benches, as from the 
greater width of the gallery, which gave 
the workmen liberty to employ their tools, 
and to ftrike at their eafe the iron wedges 
they made ufe of to wrench and fplinter 
the ftones. They could begin, in fhort, 
with the laft, which was ftill more eafy to 
break than all the others, fince they could 

ftand 
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ftand erect in the paffige, the more 
eafily to accomplifh it. After finifhing 
this work, and freeing this fpace from the 
rubbifh of the broken ftones, they would 
examine the bottom of the groove, and 
remark that the firft ftones with which it 
was covered at the diftance of from four
teen to fifteen feet, marked by the letter L , 
did not traverfe the benches. On this 
difcovery it was eafy to remove thefe ftones 
one after the other. This place was no 
fooner cleared, than a platform appeared 
of ten feet long, and as many high, at the 
end of which was a continuation of the 
paffage, and which formed at the entrance 
of the gallery a triangle of fourteen or fif
teen feet in extent. At the fame time, on a 

level with the platform, and to the left of 
the palfage which led to the gallery, they 
difcovered a continuation of the paffage 
three feet three inches fquare. This new 
paffage was, before that, covered with 
ftones which they had juft removed. It 
was naturally conjectured that this road 
muft neceftarily lead to fome fecret part of 
the pyramid, which they determined to 

R 3 find 



find out. It was eafy to extract from this 
paffage, marked N in the plate, the Hones 
which ferved to block it up, fince there was 
room enough to work conveniently, and 
they might be removed out of the paffage 
in a ftraight line. They broke them in 
this fpace which was at its entrance; this 
paffage was found to be one hundred and 
eighteen feet long, and beyond, there was 
a vaulted chamber. 

This hall, marked in the plate O, is 
{eventeen feet and a half long, and fifteen 
feet ten inches wide; its roof is fharp, en 

dos dane, in the form of an afs's back. On 
the eaftern fide of this hall is a niche funk 
three feet into the wall, and eight feet high 
by three wide. There had doubtlefs been 
a mummy in this niche, placed erect, ac
cording to the Egyptian cuftom. It was 
probably the body of the Queen whofe 
hufhand built the pyramid, nor have I any 
doubt that this prince was buried in the 
hall above this, to which it was perpendi
cular, but about one hundred feet higher, 
as may be feen in the plate at letters O and 
D D . On entering this hall, the laft ftone 

one 



one finds on the right hand, had a flielving 
projection at its extremity of about three 
fingers, which had been done on purpofe 
to prevent that which was to ferve to clofe 
up the palfage marked N , from entering in
to the hall. It is probable that this latter 
ftone had a notch on the fame fide, that it 
might fit well, and join the wall of the 
apartment which correfponded with that 
entry. But I ought not to quit this place 
without mentioning a difcovery I made in 
the upper part of the paffage (pJ. I leave 
to others more expert than myfelf to de
termine what has been the caufe of this 
accident. I am inclined to think that 
it muft have been the effect of fome 
earthquake, or perhaps the fettling of this 
enormous mafs, either heavier, or with a 
lefs folid foundation, on one fide than 

(p) T h i s long and very remarkable flit is at leaf! 

f i x lines in width. It (hikes you at firfl fight. It is 

on the fide next the N i l e . Perhaps this part of the 

mountain, the foot of which is bathed by the waters 

of the river, which filtrate through the fand, has 

fnrunk a little under the tremendous weight of the 

pyramid. 
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the other. It is certain, however, that I 
have never obferved a fimilar defect in any 
other part of the pyramid, although I have 
examined it with the moft minute atten
tion. There is no part of the gallery in 
particular that I have not accurately examin
ed. To fupply the deficiency of a pole, 
which it was not pottible to introduce 
through the crooked way by which one 
is obliged to gain the direct paffage, I fags 
tened feveral fticks together, at the end of 
which were tied fome lighted wax-tapers ; 
I caufed them to be lifted as near as poflible 
to the roof and the wall, without ever be
ing able to difcover any defect. I only 
obferved that the fides were disfigured in 
fome places, and that on the right, a piece 
of the wall was wanting, above the nar
row part of the gallery. This accident 
happened doubtlefs by the fall of fome 
ftone, in the fhutting of the pyramid, the 
manner of doing which I fhall hereafter 
defcribe. Slipping from the workman's 
hands, it had fallen from the fcaffbld, 
and broken the place againft which it 
fell. 

i On 
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On the fubject: of the firft hall I have 
been fpcaking of, I muft obferve likewife, 
that they imagined, no doubt, that there 
was fome hidden treafure below it. This 
appears from a breach made in it, by 
means of which one may, by parting 
over fome irregular ftones, penetrate into 
the body of the pyramid, to the depth 
of twenty or five-and-twenty paces. The 
ftones that have been broken and extract
ed from that place at prefent almoft fill 
the whole of the hall. The fame at
tempt has been made in the upper hall; 
but it is probable that in both, they have 
had no other recompenfe for the in
finite pains they took to fpoil fuch beau
tiful works, than the mortification of 
having fruitlefsly employed much time and 
labour. 

After difcovering the fecret of this firft 
hall, nothing remained but to penetrate 
into that where the body of the king was 
fiiut up. They did not doubt that they 
mould meet with it at the top of the 
efplanade, which was, as I have obferved, 
at the upper extremity of the gallery ; and 

they 



they concluded, with reafon, that it muft 
be fituated above, and exactly on a level 
with the former. At the end of this plat
form, in fact, which, in the plate annexed 
to the pyramid, is marked with the letter 
R, they obferved a continuation of the 
palfage, of three feet three inches, perfectly 
clofed. This they firft fet about clearing. 
This continuation of the palfage is marked 
in the fame figure by the letter T . It is 
probable that the firft ftone which clofed 
it was fo ftrongly faftened that it would 
require the greateft trouble to force it. 
This appears from a piece of the upper 
ftone, that has been broken, undoubtedly 
to get a hold on the lower one which 
blocked the paflage. It was at length re
moved, after many efforts, and a fecond 
was wrenched off alfo, which, with the for
mer, opened a fpace of feven feet and a half 
in length. They wifhed to continue to 
penetrate this extremity of the paffage; 
but after thefe two ftones, they met with a 
third which could not be moved, becaufe 
it was higher and wider than the opening. 
This was the architect's laft refource to 

deceive 



deceive whoever might reach thus far, and 
to prevent the examining any further this 
myfterious hail, which was not twelve 
paces from that wherein repofed the body 
of the king, and where his treafures 
mull be, in cafe any were buried with 
him. In fpite of this difficulty however, 
this ftone did not impofe upon the work
men, nor difcourage thofe who had under
taken to vilit the whole pyramid. They 
allailed it with the hammer, and fucceeded 
in breaking it after much time and trou
ble^ It was fix feet long, four wide, and 
poflibly five or fix high, fince at this place 
there was a fpace of fifteen feet high, which 
at the end of eight feet elevation, widened 
four feet, or thereabouts, on the fide of the 
gallery. This extenfion is marked by the 
letter £•?. It correfponded with an opening 
of the paffage one foot and a half wide, 
anterior to this large ftone by two feet. 
I lhall point out in the fequel what ufe it 
was defigned for. 

At the top of this void there was in the 
wall which clofed the paffage on both fides, 
a hollow of a foot deep, and of about the 

fame 



fame height. Thefe holes, marked in the 
plate by the letters A A , have been made on 
purpofe. They ferved for places for power
ful levers, or crofs beams, to fufpend ff rong 
ropes from, which, by iron rings fattened to 
the great ftone I have fpoken of, held it 
fufpended in the void marked Z , which it 
filled until the time of letting it drop on 
the paffage B B ; that is to fay, when 
the body of the king was fhut up in the 
hall. The opening of a foot and a half 
made in the paffage V, and which preceded 
by two feet the fpace occupied by the 
great ftone, was contrived to let the work
men out after they had let down that 
enormous ftone. This opening was fhut 
after they came out, by a ftone two feet 
thick, that exactly fitted, and was brought 
under the opening by means of two iron 
rings faftened towards the extremity of 
the upper part of it. To thefe two rings 
were fixed two chains, which corre-
fponded above with another heavier ftone, 
hanging over the top of the open
ing Z , occupied by the great ftone that 
left it open, by falling on the paffage. 

The 



The ropes which fupported this enormous 
ftone had for a point of fupport the pillar 
marked Y in the plate. They relied how
ever on the lower ftone, whilft the workmen 
got out by the aperture of one foot and a 
half, which I have fpoken of, and which re
mained between that and the upper open
ing. In (hort, as foon as they had got out 
of that cavity, the ftone was no longer ba
lanced, and was lifted by the counterpoife 
into the place it was to occupy, where 
it was exactly fitted by another ftone in 
the fhape of an efcutcheon three fingers 
wide ; this efcutcheon had been con
trived by cutting the ftone, where it is 
enchafed. It is three fingers thick, by fix 
or feven wide, and is of a man's height, 
when on entering the pyramid at the pre
fent day one raifes one's body in the cavity 
marked V, which made the laft part of 
the fecret employed to fecure the hall from 
violation. This fort of efcutcheon of three 
fingers thicknefs is marked by the letter 
X , and merits attention. 

Along the walls, which form the fides 
of the palfage where the large .ftone of fix 

feet 



feet long, and four wide, was fhut up, one 
obferves on each fide fome round channels 
three fingers deep, the extremity pf which 
is marked in the plate. This was done to 
let the flone fall more eafily, and more 
exactly into its place, and to render it 
firmer and more immoveable in cafe of an 
attempt upon it. All thefe precautions 
prove the extreme pains they took to fecure 
the body of the prince from violation, fup-
pofing that men might be found hardy 
and impious enough to undertake it. If, 
after the flone of a foot and a half wide, 
and three and a half long, which was the 
meafure of the opening marked V formed 
in the palfage, there ftill remained the 
fmalleft degree of light, it was rilled with 
cement. There is reafon to believe alfo 
that this - Hone itfelf was covered with it, 
before it was introduced upwards into the 
cavity it was to clofe; which rendered 
its pofition more Hoping, by fupporting it 
againft the force of the counterpoife. A 
few ftrokes of the handle of the hammer 
would be fufficient to free it from the cement 
where there was too much, and to enable 

it 



it to reach its deftined place. This ftone 
no longer exifts, nor even the large one, 
which they were obliged to break in 
pieces to tear it from the place it oc
cupied. Whoever examines with at
tention the difpofition of the cavities 
I have juft defcribed, and which pre
cede only by fix feet the entrance of the 
hall, where the king's body was depoiited, 
muff be perfuaded that things have been 
thus executed; and in the fmall fpace of 
nine feet, mufl admire the art and in
genuity of the architect. It is to facili
tate the knowledge of this, that I have re-
prefented at large and feparately, thefe dif
ferent circumftances at the fide of the figure 
I have given of the pyramid. The fight 
will explain the fecret, better than any 
detail. 

After extracting by the force of the ham
mer, and in fragments, the great ftone from 
the channelled fpace where it had defcended, 
they got to the lalt, which terminated at 
the hall, and filled the fpace marked B E . 

This was not difficult to draw; it was lifted 
almoft without reliftance, after which there 

was 
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was a free entrance to this myfterious and 
well defended hall. This place, marked 
D D in the plate, has a flat roof, com
pofed of nine ftones. The feven middle 
ones are four feet wide by more than fix-
teen long, fince, on either hand, they reff 
upon the two walls which run from Eaft 
to Weft, and are at fixteen feet diftance 
from each other. Two feet only of the 
width of each of the other two ftones 
which are by the fide of thefe are vifible ; 
the remainder is concealed in the walls on 
which their extremities reft. - I leave to 
conjecture what may have been found in 
this hall. Hiftory, which undertakes to 
tranfmit to pofterity only the memory of 
laudable actions, or of fuch as ought to 
be avoided, does not with to perpetuate the 
recollection of outrages againft nature, fince 
they carry their own horror with them. 
Thus, burying in oblivion the name of the 
impious wretch who laid his facrilegious 
hands upon this tomb, fhe wiihes alfo to 
leave us in ignorance of the fecret of its 
contents. At this day, however, of all 
that might have been contained in this 

apartment 



apartment, there remains only a cafe o f 

marble granite (hj, feven or eight feet 
long, by four wide, and as many high. 
It has been depofited when this place was 
fhut at the top, and remains now, only be?-
caufe it could not be moved without break
ing, and that it would thereby be rendered 
of no ufe. This cafe had a lid, as one may 
fee from the form of its edges, but it has 
been broken off in moving it, and there 
are now no traces of it. It was undoubt
edly this cafe which contained the body of 
the king, enclofed in two or three boxes of 
precious wood, agreeable to the cuflom in 
ufe amongft the great. It is alfo highly 
probable that this hall contained many 
Other cafes befides that of the prince, efpeT 

cially of perfons buried with him in the 
fame tomb, as it were, to keep him C O m -

fy!? J It appears to me that this Sarcophagus was of 

yellowifh marble, like that of the firft ftone at the en

trance of the exterior paffage. A naturalift who mould 

examine thefe different marbles, and thofe which were 

taken from Mount Colzoum, a few leagues from the 

fpot where'the monaftcry of St. Antony is built, would 

furnifh the ftrongeft degree of evidence, 
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pany. In fact, when the body of the king, 
who built this pyramid, was depofited in 
this fuperb maufoleum, feveral living per-
fons, deftined never to come out of it, and 
to be buried alive with their prince, were 
introduced there at the fame time; a fact 
which I cannot doubt of, after the con-
vincing proof I have of it. It is on 
the following teftimony, that I found my 
opinion : precifely in the middle of this 
hall, which is 32 feet long, by 19 high, 
and 16 wide, one remarks two holes op-
pofite to each other, elevated three feet 
and a half above the pavement. One which 
faces the north, is one foot long, by eight 
inches high, and goes in a right line to 
the outfide of the pyramid. This hole is 
now blocked up by ftones, at five or fix 
feet from its aperture. The other on the 
eaftern fide, at the fame diftance from the 
floor, is perfectly round, and is fpacious 
enough to admit the two fifts. It then 
widens to the fize of a foot in diameter, 
and continuing todefcend, lofes itfelf in the 
bottom of the pyramid. Thefe two holes 
are marked by the letter C. I think, and 

I hope 
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I hope every fenfible man will think with 
me, that both one and the other of 
them could have no other ufe than to 
ferve the perfons fhut up in this tomb with 
the body of the prince. The firft was 
deligned to give them air. It was through 
this alfo they .̂ received their food, and 
every thing they flood in need of j for which 
purpofe they were doubtlefs provided with 
a long calket, proportioned to the fize 
of the paffage. To this machine was 
fattened a long cord, for the perfons fhut 
up in the pyramid, by means of which they 
might draw it to them > and another, like-
wife connected with the machine, hung 
on the exterior fide, fo that the cafket 
might be reciprocally drawn from without. 
It was probably by this means that the 
perfons fhut up in this edifice were fup-
plied with neceffaries as long as any of them 
remained alive. On entering it I fuppofe 
that each of them was fumifhed with a 
coffin to be buried in, and that they fuc-
cefhvely rendered each otherfhis latt pious 
duty, until the latt, who muft want that 
fuccour his companions had derived from 

S 2 himfelf 



himfelf and the others. The fecond hole 
ferved to empty dirt, which fell into a 
deep refervoir made for that purpofe. I 
intended to have made a fearch without 
fide the pyramid, at the place which cor-
refponded with the oblong hole, and to
wards which there are, two punctuated 
lines in the plate which reprefents the in-
fide of the building. Perhaps I fhould 
there have found frefh proofs of what I 
have advanced; but befides that this re-
fearch might have given umbrage to the 
powers of the country, who would not 
have failed to imagine that one was try
ing to difcover fome hidden treafure, I 
thought it poflible that this hole might 
terminate in fome hollow of the external 
part, and was apprehenlive of finding its 
extremity wholly blocked up, either by the 
body of the pyramid, or at leaf! by the 
ftones of the coating. From what I have 
faid, however, others may purfue the enquiry 
af J the fpot which correfponds with that 

^aperture. By that there will be a full proof 
r of the ufe of this hole, although it does 
not admit of a doubt with me, and feems 

importable 
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impoflible to be accounted for in any other 
way. 

After explaining with as much perfpi-
cuity as the nature of the fubjecl: would 
allow, in what manner, and by what efforts 
the pyramid was opened, I fhall clear 
up a doubt which the reader mud have 
ffarted on perufing this firft part. 
It remains to know where the magazine 
was placed for fo many ftones as were ne-
ceffarily employed in blocking up the paf
fages I have fpoken of, and in what man
ner they were flopped by the workmen 
who afterwards came out from the infide. 
This difcuffion is no doubt as curious as 
the reft, and merits at leaft, as much at
tention. 

I have already obferved, that in the 
benches which ran along each fide of the 
paffage of 124 feet, at the bottom of the 
gallery were mortices perpendicularly hewn, 
of a foot long, fix inches wide, and eight 
deep. This may be feen at the letter 
Thefe mortices perfectly correfponded 
with one another, and ran all the length of 
the benches at the diftance of two feet 
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and a half. Thefe apertures had been con
trived in building the gallery, f0 as to be 
able to place in each of them a piece of 
wood a foot fquare, and three or four feet 
long, fix inches of which were cut at the 
bottom to the height of eight fingers, ac
cording to the form and capacity of the 
mortices into which thefe joints were to 
enter. Thefe pieces of wood were to form 
a fcafTold above, to fupport the flones ne
ceffary to fill all the paffages that remained 
to be blocked up in the infide of the pyra
mid, and even this paffage of 124 feet, mark
ed F . which was at the bottom of the galle
ry. Thefe joints had another notch at their 
upper end; and long pieces of wood, in 
which mortices were cut, fimilar to thofe 
of the benches, being applied to thefe 
flakes, formed on each fide of the gallery 
a refting-place from top to bottom, to 
Jay planks of fix feet and a half long, half a 

foot thick, and properly difpofed, on which 
was placed the firft row of ftones. The 
benches rofe, as I have laid, two feet and 
a half from the floor of the gallery. I 
fuppole that the fcafTold was placed three 

feet 
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feet higher than the benches; thus, from 
the bottom of the gallery to this fcaffold 
there was an elevation of five feet and a 

half, which was fufflcient to let the work
men pafs upright. 

I have already remarked in another place, 
that from the bottom of the palfage to the 
roof of the gallery, there was 27 feet and 
a half elevation. From the bottom of the 
palfage to the fcaffold are reckoned fix. 
From the fcaffold upwards there remained 
therefore 21 feet and a half; fo that lodging 
in that fpace four rows of ftones, three 
feet and a half high, fuch as were neceffary 
for filling the paffages, there ftill remain
ed a void feven feefand a half high. But 
I will fuppofe that from the firft row to 
the fecond, was placed between the ftones 
a plank about three inches thick, and 
a fimilar one from the fecond to the third, 
in order the more eafily to withdraw the 
ftones, by making them Hide along the 
planks; in this cafe three rows of thefe 
ftones would be fufficient to fill all the ca
vities that were to be blocked up, and 
which are open at this day. It is poffible 

S 4 that 



that there are other paffages which nave 
been blocked up, and never opened, 
in the body of the pyramid, fince in the 
gallery, four, and even five rows of thefe 
ftones might have been placed, if neceffary i 
This is clear from the above calculation, 
and it is not probable that they would 
have made the gallery more lofty than was 
neceffary; which would proportionably 
weaken the whole body of the edifice. 

Let us confine ourfelves, however, to the 
paffages which are known, and have been 
violently opened; let us keep to the 
quantity of ftones with which they cer
tainly were filled, and which have been 
broken, except three feet and a half, or 
four feet of the fame ftones which re
main at the place marked F. in the plate, 
and which clofe at this day the entrance 
of the upper paffage, correfponding with 
the firft. This firft paffage B. I call the 
exterior paffage, becaufe it has been clofed 
from without, whereas the others have 
been filled from the infide even of the 
pyramid, and from the magazine placed in 
the gallery. Now, I maintain that three 

rows 
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rows of ftones were fufficient to fill all 
the paffages, and it is eafy to prove this by 
the detail. 

It was firft neceffary to have thirteen 
feet and a half of ftones, to fill the paffages 
leading to the royal hall, and which 
was on a level with the platform at the 
upper end of the gallery. They firft 
let down therefore from the fcaffold on 
the efplanade marked R, a ftone of fix 
feet, and puilied it into this paffage as far 
as the entrance of the hall, into the place 
marked B. B. where it was flopped by the 
pavement of the hall, which was two fingers 
higher than the bottom of the paffage. 
They then let down on the paffage the 
fix feet ftone I have fpoken of, fufpended 
in the fpace Z, As foon, in fhort, as the 
workmen could get out of the cavity it occu
pied, by the aperture V. and that this aper
ture was fhut, they let down two other 
ftones of feven feet and a half, from the 
fcaffold, by means of which this paffage, 
which is only nineteen feet long, was 
completely filled. 



It muft be fuppofed, that to facilitate 
the execution of thefe works, they had 
faftened to the wall at the bottom of the 
gallery which terminates the platform, and 
over againft the ftones ranged on the fcaf
fold, a ftrong iron crutch, with a fubftan-
tial pulley, by the aid of which the work
men placed on the platform, could, with 
a ftrong rope, draw the ftones from off 
the fcaffold one after the other, and let 
them down on the platform itfelf; that 
then, on the fide thefe ftones prefented to 
the workmen, they made a fquare hole, 
three or four fingers deep, and wider be
low than above, and had funk two pieces 
of iron into this fquare aperture, thicker 
below than above, furnifhed at their ex-
tremity with two good rings, and fepa-
rated from one another by a wedge of 
iron. By means of thefe contrivances 
they had a fure hold to draw the ftones from 
off the fcaffold with the rope which palled 
through the two rings, to fufpend them by 
a pulley, and drop them gently at length on 
the efplanade or platform, from whence 

they 
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they were conveyed without much diffi
culty to the place of their deffination. 

After thus filling the firft paffage, they 
laboured, to clofe up that of 118 feet, 
marked in the plate N . This paffage led, 
as I have faid, into the firft hall, where the 
body of the queen was probably depofited. 
It will be found at the letter O. It was not 
difficult to accomplifh this work; after 
which, as many ftones were brought as were 
neceffary, as well to cover the entrance of 
this paflage, and to level the groove L , as 
to fill the platform of 10 feet, forming the 
triangle I have mentioned, marked L M , at 
the entrance of the gallery. They further 
took one hundred feet of thefe fame ftones to 
fhut up the whole fpace of the paffage H , by 
which the pyramid has been forced, and 
which is totally disfigured for the length of 
80 feet. In fhort, they fucceeded in letting 
down 124 feet of them, by means of which 
the paffage marked P , at the bottom of the 
gallery between the benches, and over which 
the fcaffold was raifed, was completely clofed. 
It muft be obferved, however, that the laft 
ftone, which fhut this paffage, could not 

entirely 



entirely advance, on account of an elevation 
of four or five fingers at the extremity of 
this palfage, as I have already remarked; 
and it is not omitted in the plate. 

What I have juft faid of the contrivances 
for {hutting all the pa fi ages in the pyramid, 
and of the intention of the gallery, will ap
pear perhaps novel, and bold enough to 
tempt fome critic to treat it as a chimera, 
or at leaft. as a conjecture; nor do I by any 
means exact an implicit confidence in this 
article. I mall not be denied the honour 
at leaft of having firft imagined a very pro
bable fyftem, capable of elucidating at the 
firft glance, wonders which have remained 
in perfect obfeurity until this day. But I 
go farther, and venture to advance, that it 
is impoftible for any perfon who will pay 
attention to the connection and conclusion of 
my obfervations on this fubject, not to al
low that my conjectures, fhould it pleafe 
critics fo to call them, are fo well founded, 
that It - is impoffible not to look upon them 
as real truths. As for myfelf, after fo many 
refearches, after all the reflexions I have 
made on the interior difpofition of the py

ramid, 
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ramid, I boldly declare, that it is not 
poffible things mould have been otherwife 
than I have defcribed them. I know, in 
the firft inftance, that it never was pofli
ble, after the pyramid was finifhed, that is 
to fay, after the grooves were formed, and 
the gallery was roofed, to make any ftone 
enter into that gallery large enough to clofe 
the paffages from within. I fee on the 
contrarv, that the attention of the architect 
has only been occupied to prevent thofe he 
had fhut in there from being drawn out, in 
order one day to clofe it, in fuch a manner, 
as to be invifible. I difcover the defien of 
the fame architect in the long groove at the 
bottom of the gallery. I conceive alfo that 
it was only contrived for the conveyance of 
the ftones which might fome day or other 
clofe the interior paffage; and 1 judge from 
the ftay which is at the upper end of this 
groove, that it was itfelf to be filled with 
ftones as foon as the paffage fhould be com
pletely blocked. The fine polifh of this 
groove confirms me in my opinion of this 
double ufe of it. I obferve that its length 
is proportioned to that of the interior paf

fage. 



fage. I perceive that this paiTage is ftill 
partly fhut, that is to fay, at the place that 
forms the angle with the exterior canal. I 
can even difcover that they have not pene
trated into the pyramid by this true paffage, 
but, that on the contrary, they have been 
obliged to clear out a falfe route, by which 
falling in with one of the fides of the palfage, 
they could more eafily work at the ftones 
with which it was filled. I fince find 
it disfigured, through its whole length, 
which convinces me that they were 
obliged to have recourfe to violence to" 
open it. I conclude, therefore, from its 
being fo disfigured as far as the entrance of 
the gallery, that the ftones which clofed it 
muff have been broken in the palfage itfelf, 
and that in a fpace of 124 feet, there were 
in the groove, and behind thefe ftones, 415 
feet of other ftones continually ready to 
fucceed to thofe made ufe of in the paffage, 
and to fill the vacancy they might leave. I 
even fufpect that they who violated the py
ramid knew of this collection of ftones fhut 
up within the groove. Had they been en
tirely ignorant of them, they would have 

contented 



contented themfelves no doubt, with break
ing the ftones the palfage was filled with, at 
the aperture they had made -y this ope
ration would have been eafier for them, 
and it was only from the knowledge they 
had of the ftones, which were ready to flip 
from the groove into the palfage, in propor
tion as they emptied it, that they adopted 
another method. 

I have already hinted that there may be 
other paffages clofed up, and undifcovered 
in the body of the pyramid, and it is pofli-
bly not without foundation, that refearches 
have been made after them. Unfortunately, 
thefe have been ill directed, in attempting 
to difcover them at the bottom of the two 
halls. If, befides thofe already known, 
there be ftill any other pafTage within the py
ramid, the refearch ought unqueftionably 
to be made between the two halls; and the 
entrance of fuch a paffage can be no where 
but towards the middle of the groove. 

I muft take notice likewife, that the points 
in the plate near the letter M , mark 
certain hollows formed purpofely at the 
time of the conftrucfion of the pyramid. 

Thefe 



Thefe hollows were meant to ferve by way of 
ladder to thofe who from the paffage of 118 

feet, which leads to the firft hall, wifhed to 
mount towards the top of the gutter, (which, 
as I have faid, was interrupted in this place,) 
or who wanted to defcend into the fame paf
fage. I have already obferved, that from the 
bottom of the groove, a man might pafs up
right under the fcaffold. There was undoubt-
edly on each fide of the gallery, and from top 
to bottom under the fcaffolding, ropes tied 
at intervals, to the beams which fupported 
it, in order tc give the perfons who wifhed to 
go up into, or come down from the groove, 
the facility of doing it without flipping. 
They ferved the workmen in the firft in-
ftance, 'in the conftruction of the gallery, 
and in doling the paffages. They who 
have fince vifited the hails, they who con
veyed thither the bodies of the king and 
queen, fuch perfons, in fhort, as mounted 
into the royal chamber with the prince's 
coffin, to die near him, have availed them
felves of the fame afiiitancc. 

There is no doubt, therefore, that by 
means of ftones placed on the fcaffold, they 

had 



had fhut and opened all the paffages formed 
in the interior of the pyramid. 

After putting the laft hand to all thefe 
works, nothing remained for the workmen 
but to get out of it, unlefs we fuppofe they 
began by breaking the fcaffold and the 
pieces of wood it was compofed of, and 
which they conveyed out in fragments by 
the way contrived for their retreat. 

This was no other than the well I have 
fpoken of, which is on the right hand en
tering the gallery. This well at the lower 
part of its entrance, occupies a part of the 
bench, and rifes to the height of two feet 
in the wall. It is, as I have faid, almoft 
round or oval, and is marked in the plate I. 

This well defcends towards the bottom 
of the pyramid by.a line perpendicular with 
the horizon, flanting however a little, and 
forms the figure of a fpit, or Hebrew La

med. This may be feen in the plan I have 
given of the pyramid. About fixty feet 
from the aperture, one meets with a fquare 
window in this paffage, from whence one 
enters into a fmall grotto, hewn out of the 
mountain, which in this place is not of fo-
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lid ftone, but of a fort of gravel, the grains 
of which are ftrongly attached to each 
other. This grotto extends from eaft to 
weft, and may be about fifteen feet longj 
one then meets with another groove, hol
lowed alfo out of the rock, very much on 
the flant, nay, almoft perpendicular. It 
is two feet four inches wide, by two and a 
half high. It defcends through a fpace of 
one hundred and twenty-three feet; after 
which nothing is to be met with-but fand 
and ftones thrown there designedly, or 
which have fallen of themfelvesi I am 
convinced that this palfage has never had 
any other deftination than to ferve as a re
treat for the labourers who worked at the 
pyramid. The Hope of this conduit, its 
winding road, its fmallnefs, and its depth 
are certain proofs of it. I make no doubt 
even, that the way out of this well, which 
one could not arrive at until many other 
windings, perhaps even not without mount
ing towards its mouth; I make no doubt, 
I fay, that this way out was formed by a 
palfage, above which hung a row of ftones, 
which they had difcovered the fecret of 

fufpending, 



fufpending, and which falling down into 
the palfage, by the means of fome fpring 
they fet in motion, fhut up the entrance 
for ever, as foon as the workmen were 
withdrawn from the pyramid. We do not, 
in fact, difcover that they have tried to 
force that aperture, owing either to their 
ignorance of it, or to its fmallnefs, which 
would not allow them to work. The py
ramid has not been affailed but by the royal 
route, which ferved no doubt to convey 
the body of the king, and of all the perfons 
dead or living, who were to be buried with 
him. It was alfo by this way certainly 
that the attendants of the funeral pene
trated even to the interior "of the building, 
and returned from it after rendering the laft 
duties to the prince, and depofitinghis corpfc 
in the maufoleum he himfelf had chofen. 

It muff not be imagined, however, that 
all the perfons who worked at this great 
edifice, Were acquainted with the fecrets of 
the iniide of it, nor even that nothing more 
was neceffary to acquire fuch knowledge, 
but to have entered the pyramid after it was 
finifhed, and before it was clofed. This 

T 2 myitery 



myftery was referved to the architects alone 
who had the management pf this fuperb 
monument, or at leaft, to a very few per
fons fele&ed to work under their diredionv 
in forming the palfages I have fpoken of in 
my defcription of this pyramid. It is highly 
probable even, that the workmen deftined 
to this particular bufinefs, were not merce
nary beings, capable of betraying a fecret 
of that nature for any confideration. They 
were, doubtlefs, all perfons chofen amongft 
the moft opulent, and the perfons moft 
attached to the king in the different branches 
of workmanfhip fupported by him, and 
on whofe zeal, probity, gratitude, and re
ligion they could fafely rely. I fhould 
even readily believe, that- the prince might 
himfelf have named them before his death, 
and have fecured them a quiet, convenient, 
and honourable retreat in thefe temples, (d) 

enriched with the donations of thofe fove-
reigns, which muft neceffarily have been 

(d) Before the pyramids one fees the ruins of an

cient edifices, which were temples probably, where 

offerings were made for the princes, whofe bodies 

were depofued in thefe fuperb maufolea. 

beftowed 
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beftowed on perfons employed in edifices of 
this fort, and which, in fact, accompanied1 

them, as I have already derrionftrated. 
Such is the opinion of M r . Maillet on the 

fubject of the infide of the great pyramid. 
After examining it twice, with his book in 
my hand, I could not help admiring the 
juftnefs of his obfervations. The means he 
fuppofes to have been employed in doling 
the paffages appear probable to me, and it 
is certain that they have been cleared in the 
manner he defcribes. 

Some Arabian authors pretend that it 
was the thirft after wealth, which induced 
the Caliph Mabmoud, towards the begin
ning of the eighth century, to violate this 
ancient monument. He expected to find 
treafures there; but he was deceived in his 
expectations. Some golden idols which 
accompanied the king's mummy, were the 
fole fruit of feveral years labour, and im-
menfe expences. Other oriental writers at
tribute this undertaking to the famous ca
liph Aaroun el Rafchid, who lived in the 
time of Charlemagne, to whom he fent 3 
water-clock, the firft that had been feen in 

T 3 France; 



France. This prince, who patronized the 
fciences, and had the beft Greek and Ro^ 
man authors tranflated into Arabic, was 
curious of knowing the infide of that afto-
niming edifice, and made them open it. 
Without deciding refpecting thefe different 
opinions, it is beyond a doubt that the 
violation of this pyramid was executed un
der the government of the Arabs, 

It is alfo an unqueftionable fact, that it 
ferved as a maufoleum to an Egyptian Pha^ 
raoh. The tombs difperfed over the plain 
at the- end of which it is built, the farco-
phagus of the great hall, the niche in the 
lower one, the teftimony of Herodotus, and 
of Strabo, that of the Arabian hiftorians, 
every thing proves the truth of this opinion. 
I know that M r . Paw, (e) who, from the 
recelfes of his clofet fees every thing better 
than all the travellers, tells them, that this 
pyramid was the tomb of Oftris. But he 

ftands lingle in this opinion, which is belied 
fcy fads and hiftory. Whilft I do juftice 

(e) Recherches pbilofophiques fur les Egypt iens h? Cb}-
ftoisj p. 50. '' "' ' ' •' 

." - . v - ; ' . . - - _ .... jiirh fhd . .jhr>. v t - ; 
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to the knowledge of this learned man, I 
cannot avoid correcting the errors he has 
committed refpecting the dietetic fyftem of 
the Egyptians, and the climate of the 
country, in the courfe of thefe letters. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

T 4 L E T -
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Defcription of the other pyramids the ad

jacent country; the grotto of Santo; the 

great Sphinx, with an account of its 

mythology, and the return to Giza. 

T o M r . L . M . 

Gi fa . 

T Have laid before you, Sir, the ancient 
and modern enquiries on the fubjecl: 

of the great pyramid, to which I have 
added fuch obfervations as occurred to me 
from the prefence of the objecf s ; I hope 
they will give you a fatisfactory idea of 
it, and fave you the trouble of reading a 
number of-volumes, the attentive perufal 
of which might only augment your doubts, 
as long as you do not go yourfelf to examine 
it more minutely on the fpot. I will own 
to you, Sir, that after meditating on the 
defcriptions which have appeared of thefe 
ancient monuments, I found it impoffible 

to 
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to adopt any fixed opinion, and I remained 
in a painful uncertainty. The truth I 
fought after was hid in the obfcurity of 
fo many different opinions, that the more 
I ffudied, the l̂efs I was informed. J flat
ter myfelf, however, to have difcovered it 
fince at the foot of the pyramid, in the 
gloomy receffes of its interior, and on its 
lofty fummit; the torch of reflexion has 
always guided my footffeps : may it alfo 
have directed my pen, and produced con
viction in your mind; for in matters of 
fcience, to doubt, is to be in torment. 

(f) Herodotus informs us that the 
expence of building it, in the article of 

vegetables 

(f) " One fees Egyptian characters engraved on 

*' the marble of the pyramid, which inform us how 
4 1 much it coft in onions, and other vegetables, for 

*c the food of the workmen only who laboured at it . 

" T h e prieft who interpreted thefe hieroglyphics to 

" me, told me that the expence of this article alone 

'* amounted to 1600 talents. Herodotus Euterpe." 

T h i s fum may appear chimerical to a perfon who 

calculates in his cabinet; but the obferver who has 

feen this mountain, built with large pieces of rocks, is 

not aftonifhed at it. T h i s paffage proves that in the 

moft diftant ages, as well as at the prefent day, 
vegetables 



vegetables only, for feeding the workmen, 
was infcribed in Egyptian characters on 
the marble of the great pyramid. Thefe 
hieroglyphics have perilhed with the co
vering, but were they even remaining, as 
they do ft i l l fubfift in a thoufand' places in 
Egypt, thefe characters no longer would 
convey to us the thought. At this day 
they are mute traces, as infenfible as the 
ftone they are engraved on. Muft then a 
language, the knowledge of which would 
teach us the hiftory of ancient Egypt, and 
eaft a ray of light through the darknefs 
which covered the firft ages of the world, 
lie buried with the priefts who invented i t ! 

It is time, Sir, to refume the fequel of 
our journey. After obferving every thing 
interesting, we went to fee the fecond py
ramid, which appeared almoft as lofty as 
the firft. Strabo fays they are of the fame 
height. Diodorus Siculus is of the fame 
opinion, but thinks that the bafe of the fe-, 
cond is not fo wide (g). This hiftorian 

vegetables conftituted the principal part of the food 

of the Egyptians. 

(g) Diodorus Siculus, l ib . i . fedft 2 . 

afcribes 
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afcribes the building of it to C'ephreri, bro
ther and fucceffor of Cbemmis, who built 
that I have been giving an account of. 
The coating of this pyramid is deflroyed 
in many places, but the holes effected by 
force proclaim that this injury is the work 
of men, and not produced by the ravages 
pf time. AH the upper part, for fixty 
feet downwards, is quite perfect, becaufe 
it was doubtlefs the mofl difficult to be 
carried off. Perhaps they who attempted 
to violate this ancient maufoleum, difcou-
raged by the length and difficulties of fo 
expenfive an undertaking, contented them
felves with taking away the marble it was 
covered with. 

T o the eaft of thefe two pyramids is a 
third, which appears very diminutive, com
pared with the other two. It is, however, 
about three hundred feet fquare (bJ. It 
was built by Micerinus. Defirous of emu
lating the glory of his father Chemmis, he 
jntended covering it with Thebaic mar-

(b) Strabo, l ib. 17. 

ble, 



ble fiji with that beautiful marble, with 
black fpots, whofe fine grain and extreme 
hardnefs enables it to receive the moft per
fect polifh. This prince died when the 
work was only half finilhed. The beauty 
of the marble has tempted the Arabs to 
tear it off. Some pieces of it are ftill in 
their places, and its ruins around the 
bafe. The name of Micerinus (k) was in-
fcribed on the north fide of it. It has un
dergone the fate of the hieroglyphics of 
the great pyramid, which have been car
ried off with the covering. 

Hjftorians relate many fables on the fub
ject of this pyramid. According to fome 
of them, a famous courtezan built it with 
the produce of her gallantries ; others fay, 

(i) T h e quarries of this beautiful marble are fitu-

ated at the extremity of Egypt, in the mountain, at 

the foot of which Sienna was built. There are three 

forts of it i the firft of a perfect black j the fecond is 

only fpotted with i t ; and the laft is fpeckled with 

red. T h e granite of the two former kinds was em

ployed in the conftrufhon of the tombs. T h e other 

was made ufe of for columns and obelifks. 

(k) Diodorus Siculus, l ib. i . fecf. 2 . 

that 



that an eagle having carried off the flipper 
of the beautiful Rhodope, who had come to 
Naucrates, let it fall at Memphis; that 
Pharaoh, charmed with the delightful ffiape 
of it, was delirous of feeing the female mo
del 5 that falling in love with the charm
ing Greek, he married her, and raifed this 
pyramid in her honour. The Arabs, fond 
of the marvellous, have greedily adopted 
thefe childilh tales, and bellowed on this 
pyramid the name of Her am elbent, The 
ancient edifice of the girL Round this mo

nument are the ruins of (I) three other fmall 
pyramids, which were built, according 
td Diodorus Siculus, to ferve as maufolea 
for the queens of thofe fovereigns who huilt 
the great ones. 

Facing the fecond pyramid, on the 
eaflern fide, is the enormous fphynx,. 
whofe whole body, as I have obferved, 
is buried in the fand. The top of its 
back only is vilible, which is more than 
one hundred feet long. It is of one (ingle 

(I) Salah Eddin demolifhed them, and employed 

the 'ftones in building the walls of Cairo, and of the 

ca#Ie on mount Mokattam. 

(lone, 
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ftone, making part of the rock on which 
the pyramids are placed. Its head rifes 
about twenty-feven feet above the fand. 
The Arabs, infpired by Mahomet with a 
horror for all reprefentations of men and 
animals, have disfigured its face with af- • 
rows and lances (mj. Pliny pretends that 
the body of Amahs was depolited within 
this monfter. Several others think that 
the well.'of the great pyramid led to it, 
and that the priefts reforted thither at certain 
times to pronounce .their oracles (n.)* But 
thefe are mere conjectures. 

M r . Paw (o) fays that the vfphinxes 
found in Egypt, compofed of the body of 
a virgin grafted on that of a lion, are 
images of the divinity who was reprefent-
ed as a hermaphrodite. This explanation 
appears to me not more fortunate than that 

(m) Pl iny the naturalift. 

(n) They adduce, in proof of this, a hole placed at the 

top of the fphinx's head, from whence the priefts deliver

ed their oracles; but this hole is only five feet deep, and 

communicates neither with the mouth, nor with the 

infide of the monfter. 

(o) Rechcrchcs philofophiques fur les Egyptiens et les 
Chinois, 

Of 
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of his Tomb of Ofris. It is under the fign 
of the Lion and of the Virgin that the 
Nile fwells, overflows its banks, and gives 
fertility to Egypt. The fphynx was an 
hieroglyphic, which taught the people the 
period of the mofl; important event of the 
whole year. We fee accordingly, that 
they were multiplied without end. They 
are to be feen before all their temples, be
fore all their remarkable monuments. This 
hieroglyphic was equivalent to the follow
ing phrafe: People, under this Jign, at fuch 

a time, the river • fiall overflow your fields, 

and bring you fertility. 

Whilft we were admiring the wonders 
of ancient Egypt, and that M r . Adanfon, 
the king's firft interpreter at Alexandria, 
was occupied in drawing them, we faw ten 
Arabs coming towards us full gallop, with 
lances in their hands. They came within 
piffol-fhot of usy with the intention of at
tacking, or exacting a contribution from 
us. We were armed with fufils and 
piftols, and every way prepared to repulfe 
them 5 but at the firft difcharge we fhould 
have had a whole hord of them upon us. 

We 



We commiftioned our two Cheiks there
fore to fpeak to them, who flated, that we 
were their guefts, and under their protec
tion. This word alone difarmed them, for 
they refpect infinitely the rights of hofpi-
tality. They difmounted, and offered to 
accompany us wherever we wifhed to go. 
As they are not fond however of taking 
trouble for nothing, they politely afked us 
for fome fmall pieces of money, which we 
gave them. After we had ratified our 
peace with this fmall prefent, I heard them 
fay in a low voice, i ( Let us vifit the 
" fa int ; " whither they went, and 1 fol
lowed them. They paffed the whole 
length of the fecond pyramid, and flopped 
at the entrance of a grotto cut out of the 
rock. They took off their fhoes and 
ftockings, and went in. I was the only 
European who followed their example. 
The grotto was fpacious, neat, and hand-
fome, and one breathed in it a moft agree
able coolnefs. At one of the extremities 
was a niche fix feet high, before which 
hung a tattered curtain, full of holes. The 
Arabs flood near it with a moft refpectful 

air. 
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air. Each of them in his turn knelt and 
• kiffed a foot which Itretched itfelf out from 

behind the curtain. I perceived through 
the holes, that there was a naked man who 
gave them his foot to kifs. When my 
turn was come, I approached, and faid to 
h i m : O ! great .faint, difcover your face 
to me ! He took my compliment for an 
infujt, and concluding from my pronun
ciation that I was not an Arab, he anfwer-
ed fharply : Rouh anni ia kelh: Get you 

gone from me, dog. At thefe words all the 
MufTuimen darted a furious look at me. 
I made a precipitate retreat, congratulating 
myfelf that my indifcretion had only coft 
me a hard wordj and I determined to 
have no further converfation with Egyp
tian fantons. 

Thefe men are vagabonds, who affect a 
total alienation from all worldly goods, 
and who live on public alms. They com
mit a thoufand extravagancies, which make 
them pafs for infpired perfons. They go 
abfolutely naked into the middle of towns, 
and violating every rule of decency, do not 

V O L . I. U blufh 



blum to commit publicly actions, which 
the reft of mankind cover with the obfcurity 
of night, or with the veil of myftery (pJm \ 
cannot exprefs to you to what a degree the 
populace carry their veneration for thefe bra
zen-faced cynics. The women, above all, 
naturally timid and modeft, forget, for them, 
that referve and bafhfulnefs which ought to 
be the infeparable companions of their fex, 
and that men who impudently abandon 
themfelves to all the appetites of nature, 
never can have any claim to fuch refpect. 

When we were fatiated with feeing and 
admiring, we returned to Gifa, where we 
palled fome days in viliting its environs. 
In our route we met with feveral j alkalis, 
which were running with great fwiftnefs 
towards the hills. Thefe wild animals, of 

(p) A friend writes me from Tunis that a fcene 

of this fort pafled in the middle of the fquare of 

that town, between a fanton and a woman. T h e 

people furrounded with a refpeclful air the temporary 

married couple ; and an European who fhould have 

ventured a pleafantry at the fight of this fpectacle, 

would have run the rifk of being ftoned to death. 

the 



the fize of a dog, have a hanging tail, and 
a pointed muzzle. They live on prey 
procured by hunting, and eat fi(h on the 
banks of the lakes. The Arabs call 
them DiL They are the African wolf. 

I have the honour to be, &c; 

U 2 L E T 
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Defcription of Giza, the ancient fuburb of 

Foftat. Refutation of the authors who 

fuppofe it to be the fame with Memphis. 

A cbanning view of the Nile ; the ifland 

of Raouda, Old Cairo, and the boats which 

are conftantly pafjing along the river; 

with an account of the manufacture of fal 

ammoniac. 

T o M r . L . M . 

Gi fa . 

I S A , as you have feen, Sir, is a fmall 
town governed by a Kiachef It takes 

its origin from the choice the governors of 
the caliphs made of Mafr Foftat to be their 
feat of refidence. The ancients, who have 
defcribed with precifion the environs of 
the pyramids, fay nothing of Gifa, which 
was founded by the Arabs, as its name be-
fpeaks (q). M r . Shaw miftakes, in placing 

it 
(q) Gize fignifies angle, extremity, in Arabic. It 

was fo called, becaufe at the time that Mafr Foflat 

flourifhed, 



it on the fite of Memphis. Befides that 
there exift no ruins, no ancient mo
nument, the Greeks, the Romans, and 
ahove ail the Arabs, have pointed out fo 
accurately the fituation of the ancient ca
pital of Egypt, that it is impoffible, on 
reading them attentively, to be miftaken. 
I propofe to give you, in the following let
ter, proofs of what I avdance. 

Gifa is furrounded by immenfe plains, 
where vegetables, flax, and corn grow in 
abundance. The chartame, improperly 
called faframun by the people of Provence, 
is cultivated there. They purchafe the 
flowers of it, cargoes of which are fent to 
Marfeilles. It is employed in dying the 
cloths of Languedoc. The Egyptians, who 
are in want of wood, burn the ftalk of it for 
fuel. The pod contains a feed, from which 

flourifhed, Gife, which was only feparated from it by 

the N i l e , formed one of its fuburbs. In the account 

given by Macr iz i of the defcent of Saint Lewis i n 

Egypt, in fpeaking of the extremity of Damietta, he 

fays, T h e Giza of Damietta. 

U 3 « 



is extracted an oil, called Zeit hehu, fweet 
oil. It has an infipid tafte, and is eaten 
by the people; but the rich only make ufe 
of it in their illuminations, which are fre
quent in Egypt. 

This little town has a manufacture of 
fal ammoniac. I have frequently gone in
to the laboratory, and, in fpite of a horrible, 
infectious fmoke, I have followed the pro-
cefs of its manufacture. Figure to yourfelf 
fome arches with parallel flits, to receive 
globes of glafs, the necks of which are only 
two inches long, and the fame in diameter. 
Before they are placed, they are covered 
with a fat earth, with which alfo all the 
interftices between them are clofed up. 
The body of the veffels is contained with
in the vault, and they are fupported by 
walls. The neck alone is expofed to the 

' action of the open air. Thefe balloons are 
filled with foot collected from the chimneys 
of the common people, who burn nothing 
but the dung of animals dried in the fun, 

and mixed with chopped ffraw. The fire 
which is lighted below is of the fame mate

rials. 



rials. It is kept burning three days and 
three nights. The vafes remain open, and 
the fteam which exhales from the heated foot 
gradually adheres to the neck of the bot
tle. It there condenfes, cryftallizes, and 
forms a brilliant and folid mafs of about 
two inches thick. When the operation is 
finifhed, the vafe is broken, the allies are 
thrown away, and the cake of fal ammo
niac is taken off, fuch as it is fent to E u 
rope. Previous to this, however, a black 
crufl is detached from the lower part of 
it, which has not acquired the proper de
gree of perfection. The globes which are 
filled with this on a fecond operation, give 
the mofl: perfect:, and the moft efteemed 
fal ammoniac. About two thoufand quin
tals a year are manufactured in different 
places in the country. It is a confi-
derable article of commerce between the 
Egyptians and the Europeans. The tin
ners, the goldfmiths, the founders, and the 
chymifts make ufe of it in their prepara
tions. 

The 



The French merchants fettled at Grand 
Cairo have a country-hoiife at Gifa, with 
a fmall garden planted with orange, lemon, 
and date-trees. It is fituated on the banks 
of the Nile. From the windows one has 
a view of the beautiful ifle of Raouda, and 
its perfumed groves, the Mekias, againft 
which the waters of the river dafh with 
violence Old Cairo, furrounded with gar
dens, and a crowd of boats perpetually 
crofting from one fhore to the other. V a 
rious clufters of verdure, between which 
appear houfes, and mofques, or the tops 
only of the minarets, prefent moft delight
ful points of view. One paffes delicious 
hours in contemplating thefe gay objects ; 
for whilft one is thus»amufed, the coolnels 
arifing from the current of air which fol
lows the courfe of the Nile, invigorates the 
fenfes, and gives the mind that energy it 
ftands in need of to feel the beautiful, and 
enjoy every thing around it. It is to 
Gifa, therefore, that the French, fuffo-
cated by the heats of Grand Cairo, and the 
reverberation of the burning fands of M o -

kattam, 



kattam, come to refrefh themfelves after 
their bufinefs. It is to Gifa that they 
come to recover their health, and to re-
fpire life in a pure, frelh air, impregnated 
with aromatic exhalations from plants and 
flowers. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

L E T -
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An Inquiry into the true fituation of ancient 

Memphis, confirmed by the tefimony of 

Herodotus, Strabo, Pliny, and Arabian 

writers; with a refutation of the mo* 

dern travellers who affirm this capital to 

have been at Giza. Defcription of the 

city as it was in the time of Herodotus, 

and Diodorus Siculus its temples, palaces, 

and lakes. A paffage in Abulfeda, prov

ing that it was demolifhed by Amrou. 

The ruins which are now to be feen in 

the neighbourhood of the village of Menph, 

the fmall remain^f the ancient Memphis. 

T o M r . L . M . 

Grand Cairo. 

T T is time, Sir, to fpeak of Memphis, 

and to difcufs the opinions of different 

writers on the fubjecl: of that celebrated 

city, which are very oppofite. Some of 

thefe pretend that it was fituated where Gifa 

now ftands, others place it five leagues fur

ther 



ther to the fouthward. Is it not aftonifh-
ing that the pofition of the ancient capital 
of Egypt, of a city which was feven leagues 
in circumference frj, which contained mag
nificent temples and palaces, which art ex
erted herfelf to render everlafting, mould 
at this day be a fubject of difpute amongft 
the learned ? Thus are all the monuments 
of man in their turn buried in the duft! 
I hope, however, that the evidence of hif
tory will ftill point out the traces which 
Memphis has left behind her, and diftipate 
that darknefs, with which erudition itfelf 
has laboured to cover them: Let us ex
amine the paffages. 

" It was queen Semiramis who built 
" the caftle (s) of Grand Cairo. She 
** placed there a numerous garrifon of Ba-
" bylonians, in order to keep Memphis 
u in awe, lituated oppofite to it, to the 

(r) Diodorus Siculus makes it 150 ftadia round, 

l ib. i . feci. 2. 

(s) I think I have corrected the firft of thefe errors, 

in the 7th letter, by fjiewing that it was built by 

Salah Eddin. 

" weft-
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" weft ward of the Nile, and to prevent 
*l that capital from r e v o l t i n g ^ . " 

Doctor Shaw is of the fame opinion. 
4 < Oppbfite to Cairo, on the bank of the 

" Nile, which looks towards Lybia, is 
" the village of Gifa, where the ancient 
" Memphis flood, the ruins of which 
" are now buried and covered with 
" earth fuj-" 

Pocock, an accurate obferver, then fol
lows ; inftrucled by the inflection of the 
places, and ancient literature, he declares 
himfelf of a different opinion fx J. War 
was declared between the Engluh literati; 
and the authors of the Modem Univerfal 

Hijlory have pronounced the following de
cree : > . .. , • 

" Memphis ^y^/'was fituated on the 
" fpot now occupied by Gifa; fo Doctor 
*' Shaw informs us, whofe geographical 

(t) Father Sicard, Lettres Edifiantes, p. 471. 
(u) Geographical obfervations on Syria and on 

Egypt, P- 25. 

(x) Defcription of the Eaft, l ib. i . at the article of 

Memphis and the pyramids. 

fi) Firft part, p. 328. 

" obfer-



O N E G Y P T. 301 

1 . obfervatrons on Egypt and Arabia -Pe-
£ traea, the. bell ever made, ought to be 
e preferred to all the defcriptions #f mo-
f dern travellers, as well for their truth, 
< at leaft their probability, as for; erudi-

tion, accuracy, and found criticifm. . . . 
' I n one word, his book.will maintain its 
' reputation againft..the attacks of envy 

" and of malice; it will ftill live, when 
*• the publications of thofe who have tlaken 
« up the pen to imitate, or decry him, 
f* will be buried in oblivion, or at leaft 
" covered with the contempt, they fojuft-
*' ly merit." 

This, Sir, is a very defpotic judgment 
pronounced againft every traveller who fhall 
prefume to combat the opinion of Doctor 
Shaw. If the authors of the Modern. Uni-
verfal Hi/lory thought they might difpenfe 
with reading the works of the Ancients, 
they fhould at leaft have had recourfe to 
the books of the Arabian geographers. 
Enlightened by their perufal, they would 
have been cautious of maintaining a pal
pable error with fo much emphafis. ; A l 
low me to quote authorities. 

*« Memphis 



" Memphis (z) is fituated on the nar-r 
«' roweft fpot in Egypt, on the weftern 
M bank of the Nile ; a lake formed by the 
" waters of the river furrounds it to the 
<« north and to the weft." 

This is a vague defcription. T o have 
marked the fituation of Memphis in a de-
cifive manner, the lake muft have exifted 
in our days, and the valley of Egypt have 
been meafured, to difcover the narrower! 
part f&J. Strabo gives us more circum-
ftantial details. 

*f From the caftle of Babylon (a) one 
*< difcovers, on the other fide of the Nile, 
*« the pyramids, which are near to Memphis. 
s« . . . . It is partly furrounded by lakes. 
f* The buildings which formed the palaces 
*f of the kings, are at prefent in ruins. 
" They extended from the mountain as far 
" as the plain where the city is built, and 
*« even to the banks of the lake. They 

(z) Herodotus, Euterpe. 

( & ) Strabo, l ib. 17. 

(a) I have pointed out its fituation near O l d Cairo 

in the 8th letter. 

were 



*c were {haded by a facred wood. At 
" forty fladia from Memphis rifes a ftony 
" hil l , where a great number of pyramids 
*« are built." 

It is not furprizing that Strabo fhould 
have difcovered the pyramids from the 
caftle of Babylon, fince they are feen from 
the fortrefs which overtops Grand Cairo, 
and from a much greater diftance. He 
adds, that they were near Memphis, on a 
hil l which is only forty ftadia, or a league 
and a quarter diftance. This fituation does 
not correfpond with that of Gifa, which 
is three leagues from the neareft pyramids, 
and fix from thofe of Saccara. I fhall not 
dwell on this defcription, as Pliny (b) fet
tles the difficulty, fo as not to leave a 
doubt. 

" The three great pyramids, which are 
** feen by navigators from all parts, are 
M t fituated on a barren and ftony hill, be-
" tween Memphis and the Delta, one 

leap-ue from the Nile, two from Mem-
" phis, and near the village of Bufiris/' 

(b) Pliny the naturalift, l ib. 36. 

This 



This paflage irrevocably fixes the dif. 
puted places, and difplays the truth in the 
clearer!: light. Since the pyramids, in fact, 
are between Memphis and the Delta, as 
jt is certain that Gifa is between the py
ramids and the Delta, it is impoftible that 
Memphis could have been lituated on the 
fpot where Gifa Hands; or, which comes to 
the fame thing, Memphis, in Pliny's defcrip
tion, is two leagues to the fouthward of the 
pyramids; now the town of Gifa is three 
leagues dilfant from them to the north
ward, it could not therefore be built on 
the ground occupied by Memphis. Nor 
can Pliny be accufed of having been de
ceived, for the pofitions he has laid down 
are extremely accurate. The village of 
Bufiris ftill exilts under the name of Bou-
fir, at a fmall diftance from the pyramids ; 
they are ftill a league from the river; and 
the fmall town of Menpb, formerly Mem
phis, is about two leagues to the fouth
ward of thefe monuments. Had the au
thors of the Modern Umverfal Hiftory read 

this paflage, they would have been careful 
not to put implicit faith in affertions, nor 

blindly 



blindly to adopt an opinion fubject to cri-
ticifm, more efpecially as one of their 
countrymen (c)9 a judicious and enlight
ened obferver, had already difputed it. 
Above all, they would not have thun
dered out their anathema againft whoever 
refufes to embrace the creed of Doctor 
Shaw. W i t h them I do homage to the 
merits of that learned man ; his book is 
replete with valuable enquiries; but as 
fome errors have crept in amongft the 
truths he has eftablilhed, I cannot help 
correcting them when occafion offers. 

After a king of Egypt had turned the 
courfe of the Nile (d)y which loft it
felf in the fands of Lybia, and that the 
Delta was formed out of the mud fe) 
depolited by its waters, canals were cut to 

drain 

(c) Pocock, journey to the Eaft. 

(d) See the firft letter. 

(t) Should even the evidence of hiftory, which 

proves that the Delta originates only in the fand and 

mud depofited by the N i l e , no longer exift j fhould 

we even reject the opinions of Herodotus, of Strabo, 

of Diodorus Siculus, of Pl iny, &c. who all of them 

alfert the fact, it would be impoflible not to admit it , 

V o t . I , X • o r * 



drain the lower Egypt. The monarchs, 
who, till then, had fixed their refidence at 
Thebes, were defirous of coming nearer 
the mouth of the river, to enjoy a more 
temperate air, and to be more ready to de
fend the entrance of their empire. They 
founded the city of Memphis, ancjftrove to 
make it a rival worthy of the ancient capi
tal. They adorned it with feveral tem
ples (f)% amongft which that of Vulcan 
attracted the attention of travellers. The 
grandeur, the fumptuoufnefs of the edifice, 
the richnefs of its ornaments, alternately 
excited admiration. On the fide of the 
barren plain was raifed another temple, 
not lefs an object of wonder, dedicated to 
Serapis. A n avenue of prodigious fphinxes 
ornamented the principal approach. The 

on confidering this beautiful part of Egypt. One fees, 

i n fact, throughout its whole extent, no other ftones 

than fuch as have been brought thither for the building 

of temples and great edifices; and on digging twenty 

feet deep in qny part of it whatever, nothing is to be 

found but the black mud of the N i l e , mixed with 

fand. 

(f) .Strabo, l ib. 17. 

• fands, 



fands, the fcourge of Egypt, heaped up 
fucceflively around them, fo that in the 
time of Strabo fome were buried to the 
middle of the body, and others up to the 
head; at prefent they have totally difap-
peared. To prevent this difafter, however, 
they had built to the fouthward a long and 
lofty dyke fgj, which ferved alfo as a ram
part againft the overflowings of the river, 
and the furprizes of the enemy. The 
king's palaces, and a fortrefs built on the 
mountain, defended it to the weft. On 
the eaft it was bounded by the Nile. 
T o the northward were lakes terminated 
by the plain of mummies, and by the 
caufeway which leads from Bufiris to the 
great pyramids. Thus fituated, Memphis 
commanded the valley of Egypt, and com
municated by canals with lake Moeris, and 
lake Mareotis. The citizen who inhabited 
it, from his own houfe could travel over all 
Egypt in a boat; it became accordingly 
the centre of wealth, of commerce, and the 
arts. Aftronomy and geometry, invented 

(g) Diodorus Siculus, l ib. 1. 

X z by 



by the Egyptians, flourifhed there (h). 
Thither the Greeks repaired to acquire 
that knowledge which they carried into, 
and brought to perfection in their own 
country. The new capital threw Thebes 
and her hundred gates into oblivion and 
fhe faw rife upon her neighbouring moun
tain thofe proud monuments, thofe fuperb 
maufolea, which alone, of all the wonders 
that the world admired, have braved the 
ravages of time, and of ftill more deftruc-
tive man. The glory of Memphis lafted 
many ages. She maintained her fplendor 
till Cambyfes laid wafte Egypt at the head 
of a formidable army. This ferocious 
conqueror cleftroyed, as far as he could, 
her temples and her famous buildings. 
Above all, he ftrove to extinguifh the 
torch of the fciences, which this people, 
furrounded by waves and defarts, had 
lighted in their fertile valley. The col
leges of the priefts, with a part of their 
privileges, loft the knowledge which refult-

(h) Strabo, l ib. 17 . attributes the invention of 

afironomy and geometry to the Egyptians. 

ed 
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ed from them. Memphis, however mu
tilated by a barbarian, preferved fo many 
remains of her magnificence, as to be ft i l l 
the firft city in the world. For upwards 
of two hundred years, fhe laboured to 
fhake off the odious Perfian yoke. Alex
ander, to whom fhe furrendered, amply 
avenged the outrages fhe had fuftained. 
This conqueror, abandoning himfelf to a 
guilty delirium, renewed, within the walls 
of Perfepolis fi), the horrors Cambyfes 
had committed at Thebes and at Mem
phis. Is there no retributive juftice for 
empires, as well as for individuals ? Charm
ed with the beauty of this country, whofe 
antiquities he vifited feveral ages before 
the Chriftian sera, he there founded a town 
bearing his name. It was embellifhed by 
the Ptolemies, his fucceffors. In the de
coration of their buildings they endeavour
ed to unite with the majefty of the Egyp
tian, the elegance of the Grecian architec
ture. The Pharos appeared, and merited 
the admiration of the univerfe. Alexan-

(t) Quintus Curtius. 

x 3 dria 



dria was another Rome. The arts and 
fciences, under the fovereign's eye, fpread 
their reputation far and near. Commerce at
tracted thither wealth and abundance from 
all parts. Memphis was every day depo
pulated ; her inhabitants palfed to the new 
capital fk). Under Auguftus it was ftill 
a great city, populous, and full of Gran
gers, but it then held only the rank of the 
fecond city of Egypt. Six hundred years 
after, it became the firft; conqueft of the 
Arabs, who befieged its walls. The fiege 
was long and bloody; but it was carried 
at length by ftorm, and deftroyed, as Abul
feda informs us. I ftiall give the palfage 
of that learned hiftorian; it confirms 
the pofition of Memphis, given by Pliny, 
and deftroys the error of feveral authors f//, 
who pretend, that the governors for the 
emperors of Conftantinople refided at Old 
Cairo, when Amrou made the conqueft of 
Egypt. I think I have already demon-
ftrated in my eighth letter, that that town 

(k) Strabo, l ib. 17, 

(!) Mail let , defcription de PEgypte. Father Sicard, 

letfres ed/fantes. 

did 



did not then exift; and what follows will 
furnilh a frefh proof of it. 

(m) " Menf, (that is to fay, Memphis) is 
" the ancient Mafr^/z,/ of Egypt. It 
*' is fituated on the weftern bank of 
" the Nile. Amrou, fon of El Aas, 
" having taken it by fform, rafed it 
" to the ground, and went to build the 
" town of Foftat by order of Omar, fon of 

(m) " M e n f hie Mafr elcadime oua hie an garbi 

el N i l . Oua lemma fatahha Omar ebn el Aas khar-

abha oua bena el Foftat men elbar elakhar el charqui 

be amr Omar ebn el khattab. Oua be menf atar 

cadimo azime madfalo menelfakhour oua el menhoute 

el mafoura. Oua alaiha dehan akhdar, our khairo 

baki ila zamanna, hade lam ietkhaier men el chams 

oua khairha ala toul hade eldemme. Oua menf men 

mafr ala marhele caribe." 

Abulfeda, Defcription of Egypt. 

(n) I have already faid, in the letter on O l d Cairo, 

that the Arabs have always given the name of Mafr 

to the capital of Egypt. Memphis bore that title 

until' it was ruined by Amrou. It was then trans

ferred to Foflat, which preferved it until it was fet 

on fire by Schaouar, to hinder it from falling into the 

hands of the French. From that time Grand Cairo 

has received the name of Mafr, and Foftat that of 

Mafr el atik, the ancient Mafr, or capital. 

X 4 " Kettab, 



f Kettab, on the oppofite fide. At Menf 
" are remarkable ruins, the remains of its 
" ancient fplendor, and which are fuffered 
« to fall into decay ; one there fees ftones, 
« the fculpture and painting of which ex-
** cite admiration ; the fun and the injuries 

« " of time not hitherto having been able 
" to efface the colours. Menf k diftant a 
" fhort day's journey from Grand Cairo." 

Thefe particulars agree both with the 
defcription of Pliny, and with what ftill 
remains in our days. The village of 
Menf, fad remains of an immenfe city, is 
fix leagues from Grand Cairo, on the weft
ern bank of the Nile. , This is precifely 
the pofition of the learned naturalift, for 
they reckon four leagues from Grand Cairo 
to the pyramids, and two from thefe mo
numents to the village of Menf. The 
ruins around it confirm the account of 
Abulfeda. fo) Even the lakes, fpoken of 

(o) T h e f e lakes, w h i c h a l l ant iqui ty reprefents 

as near to Memphis, are a demonftrative proof that 

i t was fituated at the vil lage o f Menf, and not at 

G i f a ; for there is not the fmallefi appearance o f a 

T '. ; for three leagues around that l i t t le t o w n . 

by 
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by Herodotus and Strabo, have not entire
ly difappeared. One of them is near Sac-
cara, with a wood of Acacia, fituated to 
the weftward of Menf; the other is pre-
cifely north of it. In the time of the i n 
undation,, it reaches as far as the raifed 
caufeway in the marines which fepa-
rate the great pyramids from the Nile. 
This was thrown up (p) to facilitate the 
carriage of the marble, which formed the 
palfages, and covering of thefe build
ings ; and the dyke ftill fublifts, with 
bridges in it, to leave a free palfage for 
the waters. One goes along it, in going 
to fee the pyramids, in a boat during the 
inundation. 

Thefe, Sir, are the lakes which the in
habitants of Memphis were obliged to crofs, 
in order to convey their dead into the 
plains, where they had eftablilhed their 
maufolea. As temples were built there (q)> 
in which expiatory facrifices were offered 

(p) Herodotus, Euterpe. 

(q) Each large pyramid had its temple, and priefts, 

whofe duty it was to flay expiatory victims, and to 

pray for the dead. 

up 



up for the dead; as thefe places of 
filence were an inviolable afylum, and 
the facrilegious wretch would have paid 
the forfeit of his life, who dared to 
profane them, and trouble their profound 
peace, all the Egyptians were defirous of 
making it their place of fepulture. Each 
family dug for itfelf a ftill habitation out 
of the rock covered with fand, where fa
ther and fon were depofited one after the 
other with a religious piety. They never 
imagined that the enlightened people of 
Europe would one day come and tear them 
from their tombs, and that their bodies, 
fb carefully buried and preferved, would 
become the object of an infamous traffic. 
(r)The Greeks, who had affifled at the 
judgments which the Egyptians alone, of 
all the people of the earth, pronounced 
againft the memory of the dead, and who 
law the places where they were carried in 
a boat, paying a fmall tribute, invented 
from thence the fable of Charon and of 
hell. The beauty of the plains beyond 

(r) Orpheus was initiated in the myfteries of Ofiris. 

Diidorus Siculus, p. 37. 

that 

* 



that vaft folitude of fand, the canals which 
water them, and which preferve there an 
ever-verdant foliage, furnifhed them with 
the idea of Styx, of Lethe, and of the 
Elyfian fields. Their brilliant and fertile 
imagination has embelliftied thefe. places 
with all the treafures of poetry. This fa
ble gained credit amongft the people, and 
became an article of Pagan faith. 

Such, Sir, are the reflexions which have 
occurred to me from an attentive perufal 
of the ancients, and the light of the envi
rons of the pyramids. May they prove 
worthy of your attention, and poffefs in 
your eyes the merit of truth. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

L E T -
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Journey from Boulac to Damietta. De

fcription of the great branch of the Nile 

which ftretches thither $ the ca?ials which 

go off from it; the towns and villages 

fituated on their banks, and the ancient 

monuments which remain, A particular 

account of the fair of Tanta; the manners 

of the inhabitants in this part of Egypt; 

the woods in the neighbourhood of Same-

nout; the chicken-ovens of Manfoure, 

where the French army was defeated and 

the navigation of the river* 

T o M r . L . M . 

Grand Cairo, 1779. 

XT' O U reckon, Sir, an interval of fixteen 

months fince my laffc letter, and during 

this long fpace of time your friendly appre-

henllons have often painted to you the 

dangers to which one is expofed in a bar

barous country. They have more than 

once 



once made you tremble for my life. H o 
noured be thofe fentiments fo dear to me, 
and which my heart returns you ! But calm 
your unealinefs. There is a tutelar deity 
for travellers, who exacts no other homage 
than prudence and perfeverance. Paying 
him religioufly that tribute, you are out of 
reach of danger. Ceafe therefore to be 
alarmed, and attribute my filence to my 
continual labours and expeditions. As for 
you, Sir, continue to write to me. It is 
here one knows the value of a letter. W i t h 
what tranfport one opens i t ! With what 
avidity one reads i t ! The day of receiving it 
is a day of feftival. It is under a burning fky, 
in the midft of defarts, that one feels cruelly 
the want of a friend. Every thing is precious 
which can recall his memory. Amongft the 
Turks and Arabs, a Frenchman rarely finds 
a heart into which he can pour out his own. 
A crowd of fentiments grow up and die in 
it, without being participated. Take pity 
on me then, and procure me frequently the 
°nly confolation of the abfent. When I 
read the characters traced out by your hand, 
I feem to fee, and hear you. The imagi

nation, 



nation, that happy enchantrefs, affords me 
an agreeable illulion; thefe are at leaft 
fome happy moments; thefe are fome flow
ers ftrewed over the thorny road of life. 
Let us return to our correfpondence. 

Two journeys into lower Egypt, vifiting 
the towns and canals of the eaftern branch 
of the Nile, a reiidence of a year at Dami
etta, dedicated to perfecting myfelf in the 
Arabic dialect:, fpoken in Syria, this, Sir, 
has been my employment during the long 
filence you complain of. A thoufand times 
have I run over the delicious environs of 
this city. One is never fatiated with con
templating the beauties of nature, and 
with viewing the happy image of abun
dance. I have followed the traces of the 
army of Saint Lewis, from his difembarka-
tion to Manfoura. The frank, ingenuous 
Joinville has written an account of this ex
pedition, the commencement of which was 
fo brilliant, and the conclufion fo unfor
tunate. His narrative is obfcure, and 
leaves a great deal to be laid. The cu
rious details preferved by the Arabian au
thors, and the inflection of the fcene of 

action 



action wil l furnifh me the means of ex
plaining him, and of fupplying that in
formation he was in want of. As foon as 
I have finifhed the account of my journey, 
I will endeavour to trace out to you this 
interefting palfage of our hiftory. 

The 15 th of February I hired a Canje to 
carry me to Damietta. It is a boat fmaller 
than a Mach, and defigned for voyages of 
pleafure. It contained a cabinet, and a 
hand fome chamber, where we fpread a car
pet. A mat was raifed forward in the form 
of a canopy, from whence one might fee 
the country without being incommoded by 
the fun. A triedjaniifary, who had ferved 
in the campaigns of the famous All Bey, 
and an Arab fervant, accompanied me. We 
were well armed, a neceffary precaution on 
the canal of Damietta, where one is almoft 
always attacked. The Fellah (r) who live 
upon its banks, attack the boats under co
ver of night, and if they meet with no re-
fiftance, murder the paflengers, and take 
poffeflion of their riches. A ftranger ought 

(r) T h e name of the Egyptian labourers. 

to 



to be very fure both of the domeft ics, he 
takes with him, and of the fidelity of the 
mailer of the boat, who have frequently an 
underffanding with the robbers, and fhare 
with them. Inftructed by experience, I 
give this advice to travellers who may come 
after me. I had very nearly loft my life 
by not having followed it myfelf. 

We had taken care to provide our bark 
with rice and coffee; thefe are the moft 
effential provilions. One finds eggs, milk, 
and poultry in all the villages. We had 
laid in a few magnumbonums of old Cy
prus wine fs). Mahamet Ajfala-mc, though 
a good mufulman, was very glad to empty 
a few glaffes of it from time to time ; but 
he did it underhand, and avoided being 
feen even by the boatmen. 

We left the port of Boulak about one 
o'clock in the afternoon. The fky was 
ferene, the heat as temperate as in our 

(s) Mahamet JJ/abme is the name of the Janiflary 

who accompanied me. He is an upright, brave, and 

faithful fellow, to whom 1 have been under great 

obligations during my travels. A t my departure he 

entered, into the fervice of the Conful of France at 

Alexandria. 

fineft 



fin eft days of fpring. The Nile, returned 
into its bed fix weeks before, was gradu
ally falling. The current, which was not 
rapid, and the north wind, obliged us to 
have recourfe to oars. The barley and 
the corn began to ripen. The char fame, 
and the dorra, or India millet, was a foot 
above the ground. The lucern was fpring-
ing for the third time. The cucumbers 
and water-melons were extending their 
flexible branches on the banks of the river. 
The flax and beans were approaching to 
maturity. The foliage of the trees of
fered different tints of verdure. The orange 
and lemon-trees were decked with flowers. 
Such was the appearance of Egypt the 15th 
of February. 

We were rowed along, and in an hour 
we paffed the mouth of the canal of 
Adrian Caefar, which went into that 
of the Red Sea. It croffes the little town 
of Kelioub, and paffes to the north of He
liopolis. Two leagues lower is the vil
lage of Charakhanie, below which the 
Nile feparates itfelf to form the Delta. 

V O L . I. y This 



This is the fpot (t) where Herodotus and 
Pomponius Mela place the ancient town of 
Cercajorurn. M r . Danville, following the 
opinion of Strabo, places it on the weftern 
bank of'the Nile at the village of El-Arkfas. 

We advanced ilowly, but the conftant 
fpectacle of a great number of boats go
ing up and coming down the river, the fight 
of a country enriched with varied produc
tions, and covered with flocks, amufed our 
eyes, and compenfated for the obffacles we 
met with. Arrived at Batn el bakara, the 
place of the divifion of the Nile, we left the 
branch of Rofetta to the left, and entered 
that of Damietta. The firft makes an el
bow to the eaftward; the fecond going to
wards the north, and continuing 'in the 
direction of the former bed, receives a 
greater quantity of water. It is from hence 
accordingly that the moft confiderable ca-

(t) Herodotus, lib. 2. and Pcmponius Mela , fay-

that the town of Cercajorurn was fituated near the fe-

paration of the N i l e on the eaftern bank. Its ancient 

fite is occupied in our time by the village of Cha-

rakhania. 

nals 



rials branch out. I fhall point them out as 
we go on. 

The fun was on the decline. Our ma
riners were afraid to pals the night before 
the little town of Dagoue, an old haunt for 
robbers. In the time of Father Sicard, a 
man of the name of Habib had eftablifhed 
himfelf a petty tyrant there, and by the aid 
of well-timed prefents to the powers of 
Cairo, he laid all the navigators under con
tribution. This place is ftill infeiied with 
pirates. A large boat I was in lait year, 
with upwards of thirty Turks, was attacked 
there. Our arms, and the good counte
nance we fhewed, drove off the enemy, 
whofe intention was to plunder, not to fight. 
Thefe considerations determined us to flop 
before the little hamlet of Zoufeti, where 
we calf anchor; and whilfl the fervant was 
preparing fupper, I took a walk with the 
janiffiry in an adjacent wood. We carried 
each of us a pair of piftols at his belt, a 
large couteau de chaffe at his fide, and a 
double barrelled gun on his fhoulder. 

Several rows of trees planted round a vaft 
field formed a femicircular enclofure, whofe 
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fides extended to. the river. Towards the 
middle, a few round earthen huts rofe up 
under the made of the fycamore. To the 
right and left, pomegranate, palm, tama
rind, and orange-trees, irregularly difperfed, 
formed feveral fmall groves. They were 
interfperfed with tufts of henne, a beautiful 
fhrub, whofe flower ferves to dye yellow. 
The frelhnefs of the grafs, the variety of 
the trees, the fcattered thickets, the flow
ers of lemon and orange-trees, a multitude 
of turtle-doves, feeking an afylum under 
their thick foliage, the numerous herds 
they were driving back from paffure, form
ed altogether a pleafant and animated fcene, 
which produced a tranquil joy, a fentiment 
of happinefs in the mind, always reunit
ing from the fight of the beauties of nature. 

We advanced to the labourers cabins. 
The women who were round them went 
in at our approach. The men alone re
mained, and taking us from our drefs for 
the officers of fome Bey, coming to exact 
a contribution from them, they feemed 
alarmed. We removed their fears, by tel
ling them that we only demanded a few 
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frefh eggs, and fome milk. Thefe words 
having diffipated their apprehenlions, they 
were eager to fatisfy us, and conduct us 
back to our boat. Notwithifanding thefe 
friendly tokens, we kept watch all night. 
Each of us mounted guard in his turn; but 
no accident happened to difturb our tran
quillity. 

16th of February. 

I had flept fome hours wrapped up in 
my cloak, in the Arabian fafhion, when 
the cries of the mariners preparing to de
part awakened me. The fun was rifing, 
and the dew having fallen plentifully, the 
fky was pure, and without clouds. Caff-
ing my eyes towards the wood we had 
been walking in, in the evening, I faw 
flocks of birds as white as fnow, hovering 
over the tops of the trees. The Arabs call 
them Garde Boeuf, or Watch Oxen, from 

their always accompanying thefe animals. 
They are of the fize of a pheafant, with 
red feet, and a black bill. Their-filver 
plumage formed an agreeable contrail with 
the deep green of the date-trees. Thou-
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fands of turtle-doves were flying from one 
orange-tree to another, and celebrating by 
their accents the riling day. Flights of 
pigeons were defcending from the dove
cotes to the banks of the river. A l l thefe 
birds feemed as if they were tame. As 
they are not purfued, and feldom or never 
hear the frightful found of gunpowder, 
they appear with confidence, and do not 
fly the approach of man. 

We weighed anchor, and coafled along 
the left bank of the river, by the aid of 
oars and the current, for the wind was ff i l l 
contrary. We palfed near Cafr (u) Fa-
raounie, fituated at the head of a large ca
nal, which obliquely crofTing the Delta, 
difcharges itfelf into the branch of Rofetta. 
We perceived on the right bank of the Nile 
feveral diflant hamlets. We often paffed 
between numerous ilks with which its bed 
is ffrewed, and preiently faw the little fort 
of Tant, furrcundcd by a fmall canal. 

An hour after leaving it, we arrived be
fore the fmall town of Dagoue. The Nile 

(u) Cafr fignifies village. 
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here makes a great bend, as if purpofely 
to detain travellers the longer before this 
haunt of robbers. From this elbow a 
river Ifrikes off, formed by the hand of 
man, and as large as the Saone. It joins 
the canal of Faraounie, before it reaches 
Menouf, the capital of the firft province of 
the Delta. It is navigable from the month 
of Auguft to December, for the largeft 
boats. I have gone up the whole length 
of it from Nadir on the branch of Rofetta, 
unto that of Damietta. Its direction is 
from north-eaft to fouth-weft. Nothing 
can be frelher, richer, or gjyer than its 
banks. It feems to pafs through the ter-
reftrial paradife. This beautiful river fur-
nifhes other canals with water, which I 
fhall point out in the map. One of them 
in its courfe to lake Boar/os, paffes by the 
large burgh of Tanta, where a confiderable 
fair is annually held. The inhabitants of 
Upper and Lower Egypt colled; there in 
great numbers. It continues eight days, 
and the productions of the country are 
exchanged for India fluffs, Moka coffee, 
and French cloths. The thirft of gain 
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draws a part of the Egyptians there. 
Others are attracted by pleafure. Ten 
thoufand boats cover the canal at this pe
riod. A l l of them are well provided with 
provilions. They make good cheer, have 
nuiiic, and give themfelves up to joy. 
Almoft as many tents are pitched upon the 
bank. The moft celebrated courtezans of 
Egypt are fure to have their pavillions 
there. They are introduced into the boats, 
where they diiplay their talents for dancing, 
finging, and gallantry. Several glafs lamps 
are lighted every night on each mall, whole 
light infinitely reflected, forms in the water 
innumerable ftars. The tents are alio light
ed (x). This wonderful illumination, a 
league in length, produces on the verdure, 
and in the cryftal of the water, the moft 
admirable effects. Thefe fairs, the remains 
of the ancient pilgrimages to Canopus, to 
Sais, and Bubaftis, are not uncommon in 
Egypt, and are always greatly frequented. 

fx) Herodotus informs us that f imilar i l luminat ions 

were made at the feafts of I l l s , i n the c i ty of B u f n i s , 

at Eubaft is , dur ing the feftivals o f D i a n a , and in other 

towns i n E g y p t . Euterpe, lib. 2. 
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We got away from Dagoue with plea
fure ; and after palling feveral hamlets, dif-
covered the village of Atrib(y), on the right 
banks. It has nothing remarkable but its 
name. The cottages it is compofed of, 
cover the ruins of the ancient Atribis. 
Ammianus Marcellinusafferts'that this town 
was one of the moft considerable in Egypt. 
If this opinion be not exaggerated, it is 
rather aftonilhing that it has not preferved 
one fingle remarkable monument. A lit
tle below Atrib runs a large canal which 
empties itfelf into Lake Menzale towards 
the eaftern part of it. Another fprout 
from the Nile, which began towards the 
point of the Delta (zj, joined it here, and 
they formed together the Pelufiac branch. 
Following its courfe, one fell in with P/ja-
cufa, where the canal which communi-
cated with the Red Sea began, and the 

(y) The learned Danville places both this town and 

canal too low in his map of Egypt. 

(z) Herodotus and Pomponius Mela fay pofitively 

that below Cercaforwn, whofe fituation I have pointed 

out, the N i l e was triple, from dividing itfelf into three 

branches. T h e eafternmoft, which was that of Buballis 

or Pelufium, is not navigable j the other two ftill are. 
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great city of Bubaftis, where Diana was 
adored. She there had a magnificent tem
ple. Herodotus has given us a pidturefque 
defcription of the worlhip of that goddefs. 
I mail give the paffage, becaufe it fervcs to 
prove how little the Egyptian manners have 
changed fince the time of that excellent hif-
torian. 

" The people repair in crowds from all 
" parts of Egypt to the feaft of Diana, at 
fj Bubaffis. A multitude of boats fail to-
ff. wards that city. In every boat female 
" muficians accompany their fongs with 
" cymbals, and tambours de bafque ; men 

play on the flute, others fing and beat 
time with their hands. They flop be-

" fore all the towns in their paffage, and the 
e5 mulic ffrikes up (a). The women, aban-
" doning themfelves to the intoxication of 
" joy, incite thofe they meet by the mofl 
" licentious invitations; they fing lewd 
" fongs, and perform lafcivious dances. On 
** their arrival at Bubaftis, innumerable 

(a) Thefe women arc doubtlefs the dancing and 

finging Egyptian girls of Herodotus, who were not 

more decent then, than they are in our days. 

" victims 
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< f victims are iacrifked during the. folem-
" nity, and more wine is drank in one 
" day, than in the reft of the whole year. 

< ( More than feven hundred thoufand per-
" fons are affembled." 

Since the days of Herodotus, the Egyp
tians have paffed under different govern
ments, and are at length plunged into the 
depth of ignorance and flavery ; but their 
character is not effentially changed. Al l the 
mad ceremonies, fanctified by the heathen 
religion, are renewed at this day around the 
tombs of the fantons fb)> before the 
churches of the Copti fcj, and at the fairs 
I have fpoken of. The tafte for pilgrimages 
ftill fubiifts amongft them. Their dances, 
their mufic are the fame. In fpite of the 
fhackles with which the Mahometan reli
gion has enchained them, their natural 
character breaks forth, and the inclinations 

(b) T h e Mahometans repair on certain days of 

the year to the tombs of fome perfons they regard as 

faints, and celebrate their feftival by giving tln-m-

felves up to joy, good cheer, and lioentibilfa I 

( £ ) * he Copti celebrate pretty nearly iu me fame 

manner the feaft of St. G w i a n e in Lower 

of 



of their forefathers prevail; fo true it is, 
that old habits, arifing from climate, tri
umph at length over every law. It is a 
torrent which continually follows an irre-
iiffible declivity. The art of the legiflator 
confiffs not in oppofing a dyke to its courfe, 
but in artfully diverting it, fo as to prevent 
its ravages, and render it ufeful. Let us 
refume our voyage. 

Below Atrib the villages are fo near each 
other, that the banks of the Nile have the 
appearance of a long town, interrupted 
only by gardens, and fweet fcented groves. 
In contemplating the beauty of the heavens, 
the variety of the trees, its numerous herds, 
the perpetually renewing riches of an inex-
hauflible foil, one cannot help faying to 
one's felf; Let us not be furprifed that the 
Egyptians erected the greatelf monuments in 
theuniverfe; they were enlightened, they 
inhabited the moll beautiful climate in the 
world, and an earth which only demanded 
of man to depolit feeds within its bofom. 
Defpotifm and barbarifm have marked 
everywhere the traces of defolation, but 
what might not a people, friends to the 

arts 



arts and fciences undertake in that coun
try ? What treafures might they not draw 
from agriculture and commerce ? What 
knowledge, buried under the veil of hiero
glyphics, might they not reftore to fciences 
and to hiftory? Pardon a traveller thefe 
reflexions, and thefe wilhes, who has be-, 
fore his eyes the misfortune and the riches 
of fo fine a country. 

After failing feveral hours amongft ifles 
and hamlets, we eaft anchor at Mitrhamr. 
I landed there, and ran through that fmall 
but very populous and commercial town. 
It contains nothing remarkable, nothing 
that bears the appearance of antiquity. 
The market-places are narrow and ill-lighted, 
the ftreets crooked and dirty. One fees a 
mofque here with a fquare tower, which 
appears to me to have ferved as a church 
for the Chriftians, before the Arabian con
queft. Through all Egypt, in fact, there 
is not a fimilar minaret; they are .all 
round, narrow, and lofty. 

After viliting Mit rhainr, we creffed 
the river, and defcended to Zephte, fitu
ated oppofite. This little town, as well as 
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the former, does not merit the pains we 
took to furvey it. Part of the houfes 
are built of earth, the reft of brick. Seve
ral of them fall into ruins, and nobody 
repairs them. The people appear miferable 
there, and it appears very evident, that it 
is not for them that the luxuriant fields of 
the neighbourhood are cultivated. 

The fun being ftill above the horizon, 
we continued our journey. The villages fuc-
ceeded each other always at the fame dif
tance. They are much more frequent on 
this branch, than on that of Rofetta. 
This muft be afcribed to the deftruclion 
of feveral large towns, which were in 
the eaftern part of the Delta. In propor
tion as they were laid wafte, the fup-
port of the canals which conveyed thither 
the waters of the Nile, has been neglected, 
the lands have remained uncultivated, 
the people have got nearer the river, and 
have fixed their habitations on its banks. 
What a quantity of barren country would 
an enlightened government reftore to agri
culture ? The wind continuing contrary, 
the rowers being fatigued, and night ap

proaching, 
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proaching, we eaft anchor between an 
ifland and Mit Demfis. This was by no 
means a fafe place, but we determined to 
keep a good look out. 

17th. 

We were fleeping quietly, when towards 
midnight, two men fwimming, approached 
the boat under cover of the darknefs. The 
janilfary who had the watch, perceiving 
them by the light of the ftars, cried out, 
and difcharged his fufil, and they difap-
peared. The noife having awakened us, 
we took to our arms, but he calmed our un-
ealinefs, by telling us the occalion of it. 
Thefe robbers are fo adroit, that when they 
find the paffengers afleep, they carry off 
part of their effects, and even large bales, 
which they fwim off withf On being fur-
prized, they plunge into the river, and eicape 
from all purfuit. This alert kept us awake 
the reft of the night; and to pais the time, 
Mahomet Aflalame recounted to us all the 
battles of Ali Bey. Thefe tales were fea
foned with large cups of moka, which we 
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emptied from time to time. They take it 
at all hours. The Turks elfeem it an ex
cellent fortifier, and neceffary in a country 
where the ftomach, relaxed by heat, with 
difficulty performs its functions. From 
this opinion they call it Caboue (d), which 
fignifies force. However this may be, it is 
at leaft certain that the Egyptians com
monly take two cups of it a day, and fre
quently much more, without experiencing 
any of thofe mifchievous effects afcribed to 
it by the European phyficians. 

The day, too tardy in appearing for our 
impatience, came at length, and the fun 
at his rifing (hewed himfelf paler than ufual, 
a fign of a foutherly wind. Accordingly it 
foon began to blow. We fet fail; and per
ceived, in palling, a canal, which taking 
its rife below Mit demfis, empties its waters 
into Lake Menzale. The wind frefhened, 
and our veffel cut the waves with rapidity. 

(d) T h e Arabs call the coffee in grain Boun, and 

what they drink, Caboue, from whence the Europeans 

have derived the word Coffee. 

We 



We foon reached the village of Boufir (e)> 
fituated on the welfern bank of the Nile, 
two leagues from Semennoud. This Iitu
ation agrees perfectly with that of the an
cient city of Bufiris, capital of a diflrict, as 
laid down by Herodotus and Strabo. A 
fuperb temple, dedicated to the goddefs 
I/is, the fame with Ceres, attracted there a 
prodigious concourfe of people. It was one 
of the mofl frequented pilgrimages of Egypt. 
Boufir preferves no vefliges of its ancient 
fplendor. The precious marbles, witk 
which the temple was built, have been 
carried off from it, no doubt from its fitu-

(e) Abulfeda reckons four cities of this name in U p 

per, and one in Lower Egypt, which is that 1 fpeak 

of, and is called Boufir bana, to diftinguifh it from the 

others. 

Herodotus, l ib . 2, and Strabo, lib. 17, place Bufi

ris above Sebennytus, the modern Se?nennoud, in going 

up towards the point of the Delta. T h i s is exadily 

the pofition of the village of Boufir. 

Strabo, in fpeaking of this town, afferts, that the 

fables told of the cruelties of Bufiris, are totally 

without foundation, that there never was a king of 

that name in Egypt, and that they were invented by 

malignity, by way of revenge for the inhofpitality oi 

the Egyptians, who did not like {hungers. 
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ation on the banks of the river. Perhaps, 
too, fome remains of it might be difcovered 
under the wretched dwellings built on the 
fame fpot. 

A league below Boufir, is the entrance 
of a canal, which, joining one of the 
branches of that of Menouf, paffes near 
Mehalle, and empties itfelf into lake Bour-
los (f). A little farther, I difcovered a 
fmall wood where I had landed in a former 
voyage : as its fituation is charming, I re-
folved to dine there. The fail was low
ered, and we went on fhore. A long al
ley of thick and lofty willows of Babylon, 
extend along the bank of the river. Their 
bending branches bathe themfelves in the 
water; behind this alley, pomegranate 
trees, planted in quincunxes, formed a plea-
fant grove, furrounded by a canal of the 
Nile. At the extremity, is a field en
riched with variegated harvefts, and termi
nated by cottages, fituated amidft orange-
trees in flower. Seated under the willows, 

(f) T h i s lake is known amongft failors by the name 

of Brulos, as well as the cape that forms the moft ad

vanced point of it. 
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the feet hanging' over the river, you have 
before you an ifland, which feparates its bed 
in two. The thick grafs with which it is 
covered, is fo frefh as to invite the eye to 
dwell upon it. On the oppolite bank, one 
fees the villages of SalamV, of Mit Abidhari, 
and of Gerah. They are only feparated by 
tufts of date and orange-trees, and fome 
fields planted with vegetables and different 
crops j on the right is Boufir, which is loft 
in the horizon; on the left the town of 
Semennoud, crowned with lofty minarets. 
I never faw a more agreeable fituation 
than this. The heavens, the earth, the 
waters, the fhades, the verdure, the flow
ers, the fight of hamlets and of towns, 
every thing combines to give pleafure to 
the eye. We dined in this delicious fpot. 
Twice I halted there, and twice have I ex
perienced the involuntary charm which all 
beautiful objects produce in the mind, that 
pure contentment and tranquillity, with 
which they penetrate the foul, and which 
force it to diffufe on the furrounding ob-' 
jedts that profufion of delight, which over
whelms it. Happy they, who at that 

Z 2 moment 
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moment find a heart wherein they can pour 
the delicious fentiments they feel, and tranf-
port it by the communication ! 

A league and a half to the weftward of 
this wood is Meballe el Rehire1, capital of 
Garbia, the fecond province of the Delta, 
and the refidence of a Bey. As there is 
no town more confiderable in the Delta, 
it is called Kebira the Great. It has ma
nufactories of linen, and fome fal ammoniac 
works. A great deal of bulinefs is done 
there. The rivers which furround it ferve 
for the conveyance of its merchandize 
throughout Egypt. Its environs are co
vered with villages, flocks, and the various 
productions of an ever fertile foil. Me
balle has replaced the cities of Sebennytus 
and Bufiris, but has retained nothing of 
their magnificence. There is no remark
able building to be feen there. 

Whilft we were quietly repofing on the 
bank of the river, the wind fhifted to the 
fouth-eaft, and blew with violence. Be
coming foon a furious hurricane, it raifed 
vaft clouds of hot duft, which darkened 
the heavens, and diffufed a gloomy pale-
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nefs over all nature. This dark veil, 
through which the fun's dilk appeared like 
blood, lafted two hours, and fubfided. 
When fuch whirlwinds furprife the tra
veller in the midft of the defart, he is 
buried under them, unlefs he has time to 
fhelter himfelf in a tent; but i f the 
Jfform laffs long, even that afylum be
comes his t o m b a hillock of fand rifes 
round him, and he is fmothered. The 
wind falling, the Iky refumed its ferenity; 
we went on board our bark, and fell down 
to Semennoud. 

This is the ancient Sebennytus, capital 
of a diftricl. It is of a moderate fize, po
pulous and commercial. The market
places, occupied by fhopkeepers, afford va
rious articles in great plenty, and very cheap. 
Excepting the mofques, all the buildings 
are of brick. I could difcover in it no 
remains of antiquity. 

Half a league to the northward of Se
mennoud, is the canal of Thebania, which 
falls into Lake Bourlos, near the ruins 
of the great Butts (g). This city was 

(g) Herodotus, lib. 2. Euterpe. 
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decorated with two temples built in ho
nour of Apollo and Diana. It was ren
dered famous from the oracle of Lato-
nat which was confulted from all parts 
of Egypt. The temple of that divinity 
was vaft and magnificent. It was fur-
rounded by a portico fifty feet high, fup
ported by marble columns (h). A mafs 
of granite, hollowed out by the ham
mer, and whofe external furfaces were 
fixty feet fquare, formed the fancf uary. It 
was completely fhut by a ftone of equal 
fize, and fix feet thick. No modern tra
veller has vifited But is; the journey would 
be attended with great danger; fo that it is 
impoftible to know whether the defcription 
of Herodotus be accurate. After feeing 
the pillar of Alexandria, however, and 
other monuments not lefs aftonifhing, one 

(b) T h i s enormous mafs of granite, which was 

240 feet in circumference, was hewn in a quarry 

which is ftill to be feen in the Ifle of Pbile, near'the 

cataracts. It was brought on rafts the diftance of 

2co leagues to the place where it was depofited. It is 

without doubt the hcavieft load ever moved by human 

power. 

is 
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is induced to believe that thishiftorian, who 
had been on the fpot, has not impofed 
upon poflerity. 

A league and a half from Semennoud, 
near the canal of Thebania, is a large mound 
of earth, covered with ruins. Pocock and 
Father Sicard call this place Bha beit, 
Houfe of beauty ; the Turks, with whom 
I have been, call it Hajar betf, Houfe of 
ftone. However that may be, thefe are 
the ruins of a large temple, built en
tirely of marble. The walls were ten 
feet thick towards the foundation, and 
were compofed of beautiful granite, fpotted 
with red, which is found in the quarries 
of Sienna, and which receives a perfect 
polifh. The pillars were four feet diame
ter. The head of Ills ferved by way of . 
capital. One meets with pieces of pre
cious marble amongft the ruins, the re
mains of ftatues which decorated this fu
perb edifice. The greateft part of the ftones 
are covered with hieroglyphics, amongft 
which one diftinguifhes fome men with 
painted bonnets, fome young girls, birds, 
and different animals. A l l thefe figures 
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are of moft delightful fculpture., The 
attitudes are excellent, nor is the Egyptian 
tafte any where fo pure, nor the fculpture 
fo well executed. Thefe beautiful ruins 
are abandoned to the barbarifm of the 
Turks, who daily carry off blocks of mar
ble, or faw the pillars to make millftones 
of them. 

M r . Pccock and Father Sicard agree in 
faying, that this temple is that built by 
Bufiris, in honour of the goddefs Ifis; but 
its fituation does not agree with what is 
mentioned of that town by Herodotus and 
Strabo, according to whom, as I havefaid, it 
was two leagues above Semennoud, where the 
village of Boufir now ftands. I am rather 
inclined to think with Danville, that the 
edifice in queftion was in the city of Ifis it
felf, which Pliny and Stephen of Byzantium 
place towards the botiom of the Delta. This 
appears to me the moft probable opinion. 
If Egypt was not in the hands of barba
rians, if one was allowed to fearch there, 
a great many doubts would be cleared up, 
which at prefent obfeure the ancient hif
tory of this country. In fpite of every 
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pofTible information, there are fome points 
in which we only can approach the truth, 
without prefuming to flatter ourfelves we 
have attained it. 

We returned from our expedition in the 
evening. Mahamet Ajjalame, for whom, to 
remain feated with his pipe, was a plea
fure a thoufand times greater than the 
mod wonderful ruins in the univerfe, in
vited me to go to a coffee-houfe where he 
heard mulic. I accepted his offer the 
more readily, as from my fpeaking Arabic, 
I could pafs for a Turk. We according
ly went. Our arms, our military drefs, 
which were very neat, made them take us 
for JanifTary officers. The townfmen of 
Semennoud rofe up and gave us the place 
of honour. They were fitting fquat on 
effrades covered with mats. We fat down 
on a railed fopha. The mafler of the 
coffee-houfe himfelf prefented us with 
moka, and lighted our pipes. Prefent-
ly a dancing girl, who was amufing 
the aflembly, began to leap about be
fore us. She threw herfelf, according 
to the cuftom of the country, into the 

mofl 
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moft lafcivious attitudes. The tambour 
de bafque, and cymbals regulated her 
fteps. The more indecent her geftures 
were, and the more fignificant her move
ments, the more did they lavifh their 
applaufes on her, confequently Ihe was not 
fparing of them. After the dance was 
finifhed, fhe came and fat down by us, 
and chaunted moals3 in praife of fome M u -
fulmen, then fang fome very lively airs. 
This courtezan was called Bedaoui. She 
was fourteen years old, and a perfect 
beauty. Her filken garments, which were 
extremely light, and ilightly faftened by a 
long fafh, let us lofe no part of the 
beautiful contours of her body: her ebon 
locks, perfumed with elfences, fell in fe
veral trelfes, to her very heels. A veil, 
gracefully lifted up, covered her fhoulders. 
She had large black eyes, a complexion 
lefs brown than the women of the lower 
clafs, a delicate mouth, and an agreeable 
fmile; but two blue fpots made on her 
cheeks with gunpowder, and a ring at one 
of her noftrils, disfigured her in my eyes. 
Such was the young Bedaoui. She had 
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come from Cairo, and was feeking her 
fortune. Finding that we had paid her ge-
neroufly for dancing and tinging, fhe offered 
to accompany us in our voyage. We 
thanked for her kind intention, and re
turned to pafs the reft of the night in our 
boat. 

18th. 

We had taken care to renew our ftock 
of provifions at Semcnnoud, where one 
meets with excellent pigeons, good poultry 
and frefh butter of a moft exquifite fla
vour. We fet out at funrife. The wind 
being almoft eafterly, allowed us to carry 
fail. After two hours navigation, we per
ceived the minarets of Manfoura, where 
we foon came to anchor. I landed, cu
rious to examine this town/ celebrated by 
the courage and the misfortunes of St. 
Louis. It is tolerably large, but without 
any fortification. The ftreets are narrow, 
and the houfes built of brick, as in the reft 
of the Delta. One quarter of it is almoft 
in ruins. It was in the midft of thefe ruins, 

doubtlefs, 



doubtlefs, that the brave Joinville, who 
had penetrated thus far, defended himfelf a 
long time againft the efforts of the Egyp
tians. He efcaped from thence covered 
with wounds. Peter, Duke of Britany, 
loft an eye there; but I referve thefe 
particulars for the piece of hiftory which 
I have promifed you. 

Manfoura is a modern town, the origin 
of which is given us by Abulfeda in thefe 
words ft) ; " King Camel (k), fon of 
" Eladel, laid the foundation of Manfoura, 
*' at the place where the Nile feparates 
t e into two branches, one of which flows 
" towards Damietta, the other towards 

(t) < c Oua el Manfoura benaha el melee el camel 

" ebn el adel, and mafterek el N i l i la doumiat, oua 
<e achmoun benaha fi ouegg el adou lamma haferou 

* c doumiat." 

T h i s paffage proves that the learned Pocock was 

deceived, in taking this city for that of Tunis or 

Zoan of the fcriptures. 

(k) T h i s prince was the feventh king of the pofte-

rity of the Aioubites^ He died at Damafcus, in the 

year 635 of the hegira. 

" Achmoun. 
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" Achmoun (I). He built it by way of 
"rampart againft the enemy, whilft they 
" were belieging Damietta (m).>y 

The Chriftians of Syria eftablifhed at 
Manfoura (n) carry on almoft all the 
trade. The chief articles are the fine rice, 
which grows on the borders of the lake, 
and fal ammoniac. One fees vaft ovens here 
for hatching eggs. As Egypt is the only 
country where the artificial incubation of 
eggs is practifed, I will give you the de
fcription of it. 

Figure to yourfelf a building of two 
ftories, the firft of which is under ground, 
and the fecond very little elevated. A 
narrow corridor, which divides each ftory 

(I) Achmoun is a town built by the Arabs, near 

lake Menzale. T h e y fometimes call it Achmoun 

Tanis , from its ftanding on the fite of the ancient 

city of Tanis, whofe ruins are to be feen in an ifle 

of the fame lake. T h e foundation of this town was 

laid i n the reign of Elmetouakkel. Elmacin. 

(?n) It was during the time that the Crufaders 

laid fiege to Damietta, one and thirty years before 

the expedition of St. Louis, that K i n g Camel built 

Manfoura. Macrizi. 

(n) Manfoura fignifies in Arabic, the Victorious. 

into 



into two equal parts, runs the whole 
length of it. To the right and left are 
little cells, where the eggs are depofited. 
The upper ftory is vaulted with an ox-eye 
at the top. There is a limilar aperture 
in the floor by which the heat communi
cates below. Both have a fmall win
dow, which is carefully blocked up. The 
door of entrance is very low, and ferves 
for a communication with the whole 
building. The eggs are firft ranged in 
heaps in the lower ftory. The fire is then 
lighted in the upper ftory, for an hour in 
the morning, and an hour in the evening. 
Cows dung dried in the fun ferves for fuel. 
This operation lafts eight days. When the 
building has received the proper degree of 
heat, the fire is extinguished, all the aper
tures are fhut, and part of the eggs heaped 
up below, are carried into the upper fto
ry. The man who looks after this ope
ration, enters from time to time to exa
mine i f it be neceffary to preferve the 
fame heat, or to diminifh it. The nine
teenth day of the incubation, the chickens 
begin to ftir in their fhell 5 the twen

tieth 



tieth they make ufe of their beak, and 
try to get out of prifon. They all ufually 
hatch the one-and-twentieth day. Then 
it is that one fees thefe heaps of eggs, 
hitherto immoveable, in agitation, and 
rolling on the floor, and that thoufands of 
little flutterers of various colours, are to 
be feen hopping about the apartment. 
This fight is really amuling. The next 
day they are carried about the town in 
bafkets, and cried in the ftreets. Each 
family purchafes their provilion of them at 
a halfpenny a piece. Several authors have 
alferted that thefe chickens never be
come fuch good poultry as thofe hatch
ed under the hen. This is a miffake. 
A French cook I faw at Grand Cairo, 
bought them every year, and by feeding 
them well, made excellent pullets of them. 
It is faid here that the inhabitants of the 
village of Berme alone, have the fecret of 
this incubation. This is a fact however I 
have not afcertained. 

After furveying Manfoura, we went 
to fee the canal which bounds it to the 
northward. It is wide and deep, and falls 

into 



into lake Menzale, below Achmoun. The 
paflage of this river was fatal to the French 
army, and its waters were tinged with 
their Tblood, and filled with their dead 
bodies. Our curiofity being fatisfied, we 
again fet fail in the evening. Near Man
foura the Nile changes its direction, and 
runs north-eaft. The country on its 
banks, prefents every where the fame 
abundance, but the villages are lefs fre
quent. We parTed at dufk before Diaft, 
a fmall town a day's journey diffant from 
St. Gemiane, where the Copti go in 
pilgrimage. At the time of that feffival, 
the plain is covered with tents. The 
Chriffians and Mahometans promifcuoufly 
rejoice together for eight days. There 
are horfe-races, and they give themfelves 
up to wine and good cheer. The dancing 
girls come thither in great numbers, and 
Bacchus and Venus prefide at the enter
tainment. 

Night had thrown his fhade over the 
earth; but it is not here thick and impe
netrable. It is a tranfparent veil which on
ly half conceals the objects. One fees 

through 



through it the azure of a ferene flty, and 
an infinite number of ftars which mine in 
the firmament. They have a more brilliant 
light, and appear hrger than in temperate 
climates. The night in Egypt has a thou-
fand charms we rarely experience in Europe. 
Thick darknefs never covers her brow. 
The blaft of tempefts never difturbs its 
tranquillity. Deluges of rain do not ren
der it the image of chaos. The wind falls 
ufually with the fun. Nature remains in 
a perfect calm. It is then that the man 
who is fond of contemplation, religns him
felf without trouble to the fludy of his ex-
iftence. It is then that the affronomer 
who views the heavens, enjoying the fight 
of a firmament without clouds, can follow 
the motion of the ftars through the i m -
menlity of fpace. 

Whilft we were defcending, and the 
ftraggling lights apprized us of the ap
proach of boats which were coming up the 
river, one of them in an eddy gave us a 
fevere fhock, and was very near fending us 
to the bottom. We immediately gained 
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the more, to examine i f we made no wa
ter, and refolved to pafs the night therd. 
This accident happened to us near the 
little village of Saoualim. This place has 
twice been nearly fatal to me, as I am 
going to inform you, for the benefit of 
thofe who may be led by curiofity into 
Egypt. 

Laft year I went down from Cairo with 
a French officer, who was going to embark 
at Damietta, to return to India by Baffora. 
We had only one fervant and three failors 
with us. The officer opened during the 
voyage a little box filled with fequins, and 
counted them. This was enough to en
danger our lives. I told him fo, but he paid 
no attention to me. The failors, tempted 
by the fight of the gold, formed the pro
ject of murdering us. The two firft. 
nights they had no opportunity of carrying 
it into execution, as we were upon our 
guard. The third, a contrary wind hav
ing forced ,us to lie-to, they fattened the 
boat to the more, and one of them went to 
form the plot at a neighbouring hamlet. 



He returned an hour after, and lay down 
with the others. The fatigue of long 
watching, and the heat, made us' fall aileep. 
I had flept foundly for about an hour, 
when I fuddenly found myfelf as i f fhaken 
by fomething, and perfectly awakened, 
without being able to conceive the caufe of 
it. It was clear moon-light, and I imme
diately perceived a man with one foot al
ready in the boat, who held a naked, po
niard. I fly to my two barrelled gun, and 
clapping it to his brealf, I cry out to him in 
Arabic, that he is a dead man if he does 
not immediately make off. His two arms 
drop, and he remains motionlefs with fur-
prife. At the fame inflant I perceive a few 
paces from him, three more robbers armed 
with fibres and piflols. I watched their 
motions, determined to fire at the firft who 
fhould alfume a threatening attitude. I 
durft not turn my head to alarm my com
panion, left they fhould take that oppor
tunity to fire at me. He, however, whom 
I prefented my piece at, getting off to a 
(Iifiance, I awakened the officer. He arm-
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ed himfelf, and whilft the rogues were hold
ing a council together, I loofed the boat, 
and we paffed to the other fide of the r i 
ver. During this whole fcene, the boat
men and the fervant pretended to be in a 
profound fleep. M y cries did not awaken 
them, and we were obliged to have recourfe 
to blows to effect it. At Damietta, I dif
covered that thefe villains had ftolen feveral 
things from me ; but the fear of the bafti-
nado obliged them to reftore them. I could 
not help returning thanks to providence for 
my efcape from this danger, by awakening 
lb opportunely. Two minutes later, and 
all was over. 

i g t h . 

The remembrance of what had happen
ed to me at that time, made us keep watch 
the reft of the night. This precaution was 
unneceffary, Nobody difturbed us. Our 
boat having only received a flight damage 
towards the extremity, we fet fail early in 
the morning. We palfed before Farefcour, 

which is not far from Damietta, and two 
hours 



hours after we difcovered that handfome 
town, which forms a vaft crefcent on 
the eaftern bank of the Nile. A mul
titude of boats and fmall vefTels were at 
anchor there. We landed before the cuf-
tom-houfe. 
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L E T T E R X X I I I . 

Hiftory of ancient and modern Damietta. 

Epoch of their foundation. A geographi

cal account of the pofttion of thofe two cities. 

Refutation of travellers, who have univer-

fally confounded or mi/placed them in their 

charts and narratives. Defcription of mo

dern Damietta, its extent, commerce, baths, 

and inhabitants. Defcription of the beau

tiful environs of this town, the woods, and 

groves of orange-trees; with an account 

of the lotus, denominated by Herodotus 

the lilly of the Nile; the papyrus, the exig

ence of which has been denied by feveral 

modern writers; the excellent rice culti

vated by the people of Damietta, and which 

they export to Syria, the iftands in the 

/Archipelago, and the city of Marfeilles. 

T o M r . L . M . 

Grand Cairo. 

' T H E hiftory of Damietta, Sir, is very 

obfeure. Almoft all the writers have 

confounded 



confounded the ancient with the modern 
town. Their repeated erorrs have thrown 
obfcurity and uncertainty over this import
ant point of Egyptian geography. To 
clear them up, it is neceffary to follow the 
fucceffion of time, and to begin with that 
celebrated Damietta, fo repeatedly attacked 
bv the European princes. The knowledge 
of the feveral places, and epochas, will claf3 
the objects in your mind, and the facts re-
prefented as they ought to be, will furnilh 
you with clear and diftinct ideas on the 
fubject. 

" Damietta, fays Abulfeda, fo) was a 
" town furrounded by walls, and fituated 

" at 

(o) Oua doumiat canet medine mefaoura ala cl bahr 

and mefaab cl Nil el charki. Defcription of Egypt. 

Y o u fee, Sir, that I am always obliged to exprefs 

the found of the Arabic words in French characters. 

I mould have preferred giving the paffages as they are 

written in the original, but you know that in France 

we have profeffors of Arabic, and no prefs for it. W e 

are even the only learned people in Europe without 

that advantage. Nothing remains of thofe fine cha

racters eaft by oider of Cardinal Richelieu, but the 

matrices. A foreign fuperintendant would be fufficient, 

with the aid of the learned, to teach the ufe of themj an<5 
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" at the mouth of the eaftern branch of (p) 
•f the Nile." Let us content ourfelves with 
this account of its fituation, and trace out 
the origin of this town. Stephen of By
zantium informs us that it was called 
Thamiatis under the government of the 
Greeks of the lower empire, but that it 
was then very inconliderable. It increafed 
in importance every day, in proportion as 
Pelulium, which was frequently plundered, 
loft its power. The total ruin of that 
ancient town occafioned the commerce 
of the eaftern parts of the Delta to be 
transferred to Damietta. It was, however, 
no longer a place of ftrength, when, towards 
the year 2 3 8 of the Hegira, the emperors of 
Conftantinople took poffeflion of it a fecond 
time. The importance of a harbour fo 

we mould by degrees put ourfelves on a footing with 

Spain, Italy, Germany, Denmark, Sweden, Holland 

and England, who all print Arabic. 

(p) T h e Arabian Geographer Calls it the eajlern 

branch, becaufe Pelufa having been fo often facked, and 

eve,n totally deftroyed by the Crufaders, the canals 

which conveyed the water there, ceafed to be fre

quented, and the Damietta branch became the orien

tal one. 

favourably 
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favourably fituated, opened the eyes of the 
Caliphs. In the year 244 of the hegira, 
Ehnetouakkel(q) furrounded it with ftrong 
walls. This obftacle did not prevent the 
brave Roger, king of Sicily, from taking it 
from the Mahometans, in the year 550 of 
the hegira. He did not long enjoy his 
conqueft. Salah Eddin, who about that 
period mounted the throne of Egypt, ex
pelled the Europeans from Damietta. Fif
teen years after, they returned to behege it, 
but this able Sultan baffled all their efforts. 
Notwithstanding their land army was fup
ported by a fleet of twelve hundred fail (r), 

(q) Egypt faw fome great works completed du

ring the reign of this emperor, fuch as the walls of 

Alexandria, thofe of Damietta, the foundations of 

Achmoun, of Rofetta, of Cataiah, &c . They were 

executed by order of Ebn Toulon, one of the moft ce

lebrated Governors of this country. T h i s grandee, 

burning with ambition, and the defire of rendering 

himfelf independent, was defirous of having fome ftrong-

holds, under fhelter of which he might brave the power 

of the caliphs. N o fooner did he find himfelf ftrongly 

fortified, than he hoifted the ftandard of rebellion, and 

being proclaimed K i n g of Egypt, defended it againft 

all the forces of Afia. 

(r) Macrizi, hiftory of the dynafties of Egypt. 

they 



they were obliged to make a difgraceful 

retreat. 
It was the fate of this place to be con-

flan tly befieged. In the year 615 of the 
hegira, under the reign of E/ade/, the cru-
faders attacked it with a very confiderable 
force. They landed on the welfern more 
of the Nile, and their firft care was to fur-
round their camp with a ditch and pallifa-
do. The mouth of the river was defended 
by two towers, furnifhed with numerous 
gnrrifons. An enormous iron chain, ftretch-
ing from one fide to the other, hindered 
the approach of veffels. The crufaders 
carried by florm the tower on the fame 
fide with their camp, broke the chain, 
and opened the entrance of the river for 
their fleet. Nejm Eddin fsjy the Sultan's 
fon, who was encamped near Damietta, 
covered it with an army. T o flop the 
enemies veffels, he threw a bridge over the 

(s) T h i s valiant prince was then very young. He 

made his firft campaigns againft the Europeans, gained 

feveral victories over the Syrian rebels, and died at 

Manfoura fome time after the taking of Damietta by 

Saint Lev/is. 

Nile. 



Nile. The Franks overturned it, and the 
prince adopted the meafure of choking up 
the mouth of the river, which he almoft 
rendered impailable, by feveral large boats 
he funk there. After alternate and various 
fucceffes, many bloody battles, and a fiege 
of feventeen months, the Chriftian princes 
took Damietta by ftorm. They did not 
however long enjoy the fruit of fo much 
blood fpilt, and of an armament which had 
coft immenfe fums. Completely inverted 
near the canal of Achmoun ft), by the 
waters of the Nile, and by the Egyptian 
army, they purchafed their lives and their 
liberty by the facrifice of their conqueft. 

One-and-thirty years after this defeat, 
Saint Lewis carried Damietta without 
ftriking a ftroke. The brilliant valour of 
a king who threw himfelf into the waves, in 
complete armour, to march to the enemy, 
entrenched upon the banks, and the vigour 
with which he attacked them, ftruck a pa
nic into their army. They took flight, and 

(0 T h i s canal is a quarter of a league to the north

ward of Manfoura. It is th? fame where Saint Lewis 

finifhed his exploits. 

fhamefully 



/hamefully abandoned a fortrefs filled with 
{lores, and capable of a long refiftance. 
The Arabs foon recovered it, as I fhall 
have reafon to mention in the hiftory of 
the defcent of Saint Lewis; but tired of 
keeping a place which continually drew 
upon them the moft warlike nations of 
Europe, they totally deftroyed it, and re
built it further up in the country. Abul
feda and all the oriental authors teftify this 
fact. I fhall lay before you the moft im
portant paffages extracted from them. 

" Damietta being deftroyed, a fmall 
" town was built at fome diftance, called 

Menchie, which is become a considerable 
" place. In our days (one hundred years af-
" ter its foundation) we fee feveral fquares, 
" market-places, and public baths. The 
€ t ancient city was rafed to the ground in the 
" year 6 4 8 (u) of the hegira. The Caliph 
*' Elmetouakkch of the family of the Abaf-
" fides, built the walls. The misfortunes 

it had occafioned to the Mahometans, 

(u) T h e other Arabian hiflorians place thiscpocha 

four years farther back. 

" the 



( t the wars to which it had given rife, drove 
" them to that extremity. It feemed in 
" fact, as if this fortrefs invited in a 
" peculiar manner, the armies of the 
" Franks, its who alternately laid fiege to 
" walls (v)" 

Macrizi confirms Abulfeda, fo as to 
leave no doubt. I fhall give the paffage 
of that hifforian, as tranflated by the 
learned M r . Cardonne; for when it is ne
ceffary to eftablilh a fact disfigured by the 
erroneous defcriptions of a great many 
travellers, the demonftration muff be per
fect. 

" Two years after the departure of St. 
" Lewis, under the reign of Moaz, Eddin 
" Aibeh, the Turcoman, the firft fultan 
" of the dynaffy of the Mamaluke Baha-

(v) " T o m khorabet, oua bena men bel carb ba-

" lide tefmi elmencbie. Oua hie medine zat afouak, 

** oua hamamat. Oua khorabet doumiat i i fene taman 

*' oua arbai'n oua fette mai'at, oua canet afouarha men 

" amarat Elmetouakkel el khalif el , abafli. Can fabab 

" tekhorabha mema cafTaat elmeflemoun alaiha, men 

" echchedde marat bad akhi, be cafd el frang ai'aha be 

" gemouahom marat bad akhi ." Abulfeda, defcription 

*f Egypt* 

*' rites, 



" rites, it being reported that the French 
" threatened Egypt a fecond time, a refo-
" lution was taken to deftroy Damietta. 
«« This place was rafed to the ground, 
" fo that there remained no veftige of it, 
*< except the great mofque (x)> The ruin 
*' of Damietta did not free the Egyptians 

(x) A large mofque is ftill to be feen at the village 

of Bfih on the eaftern bank of the N i l e , a fliort league 

from the fea. I have made ten journeys to this place, 

the environs of which I have attentively examined. 

I remarked there the foundation of the walls of the 

ancient Damietta, the arch of a brick vault, of an

tique conftruction, which probably fupported the end 

of the bridge thrown over the river before this town ; 

an old tower, half dcmolifhcd, on which are placed 

two guns without carriages, and other ruins, which 

leave me no room to doubt of its fituation. A s to the 

diftance of a league which there is at prefent from 

Efbe to the fea, it is the diftance gained by the Delta 

in the term of 6co years. T h i s increafe has obliged 

the Mamlouks to erc£t two fmall forts beyond the v i l 

lage, to defend the entrance of the river. That which 

is on the left bank is already at half a league's diftance 

i n the land. T h e other, more modern, w i l l foon un

dergo the fame fate ; for the bank on which it is built 

projects three leagues into the fea, and as it is almoft 

on a level with the water, it w i l l form a promontory 

in lefs than a century. 

" from 



" from apprehenfion, and eleven years after, 
*f under the reign of Bihar, Elbondouk Dari, 

" the mouth of the Nile was choked up, 
'< (y) to prevent the enemy's fleets from get-
w ting up the river. From that epocha 
" its entrance is prohibited to all veffels, 
" which are now obliged to anchor in the 
" road. 

" The town of Damietta, at this day 
" fubfifting, was built after the destruction 
< c of the ancient one. It is fituated a l i t-
'* tie above on the fame fide."—And in 
fact, Sir, it is only a league and a half 
dilfant from the village of Efbe, where the 
traces of the former are difcoverable. The 
modern Damietta, firft called Mencbie, as 
Abulfeda tells us, has preferved the memo
ry of its origin in a fquare ftill called by 
that name. Writers in general have con
founded thefe two towns, afcribing to the 

(y) Thefe two fi l ings up of the river have railed a 

terrible bar, which is called Bogaz, which is as dan

gerous as that of Rofetta, and is become impaftabje, 

even for boats, for feveral months of the year. Ship

wrecks are frequent there. I have parted it four tittaes, 

but not without running great rifks. 



one the attributes of the other. T h e 

notes (z) at the bottom of the page will 

fliew 

(z.) Father Sicard fays ; Lake Menz.aUcommences at 

half a league from Damietta, formerly called Thamiatis. 

Lettres edifiantes, p. 340. T h e Damietta he fpeaks 

of is not Thamiatisj it was the ancient one. 

Pocock, after fpeaking of the modern Damietta, 

adds : One fees at the northern extremity of this town a 

large round tower, of rough flones, and very well built, 

which was done doubt lefs by the Mamalukes, after they 

had retaken Damietta from the Chriflians. Defcription 

of the Eaft, vol. firft. T h e learned Englifhman con

founds the town deftroyed by the Egyptians with 

that fubfifting in our days. 

Profpcr Alpinus falls into a much greater error, by 
miftaking Damietta for the ancient Pelufium. De
fcription d'Egypte, p. 38. Damietta is 2 2 leagues 
from the ruins of Pelufium. 

M r . Mail let has committed the fame fault. The 

town of Damietta anfwers to that of the ancient Pelufium, 

which advanced half a league. Defcription .d'Egypte, 

p. 1 2 7 . 

Doctor Shaw has copied the paffage of M r . M a i l -

let, and adopted the fame error. Geographical obfer-

vations on Syria and Egypt. 

M r . Nieburh alfo, who has given an excellent plan 

of Damietta, confounds it with that which was rafed 

in the twelfth century, as may be feen by the follow

ing paflage : J have not difcovered the fmtillejl traces of 

the 
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(hew you what great authorities had ob-
fcured this point of hiftory and geography. 

It is time, Sir, to make you acquainted 
with the modern Damietta, where I paned 
fourteen months. This place, larger, and 
not lefs agreeable than Rofetta, is rounded 
in a femicircle on the eaftern bank of the 
Nile, two leagues and a half from the 
mouth of it. The eye, placed atone of the 
extremities of the crefcent, takes in its 
whole extent. It is reckoned to contain 
80,000 fouls. It has feveral fquares, the 
moft considerable of which has retained 
the name of MenchiL The bazars are 

the walls of Damiat; hut the place where it is faid the 

Nile was blocked by a chain, feems to be flill difcoverable ; 

for on -the northern bank within the town, there is an old 

and lofty tower. The river in this place is fcarcely more 

than one hundred feet wide; (in this he is very much 

miftaken) and oppofite to it, on the wejlern bank, is ano~ 

thcr tower fimilar to it, of which every thing on the land 

fide is already demolifhed. Journey into Arabia, vol. i . 

Thefe towers, which have made them take the modern 

for the ancient Damietta, were built by the Mama-

lukes for the defence of the new town. As they were 

ufelefs, they have demolifhed one, and employed its 

materials in the conftrucfion of a fmall fort which is 

at the mouth of the river. 
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filled with merchants. Oka/s, or khans, 
as fpacious as thofe of Boulak, collecting 
under their porticos the fluffs of India, the 
filks of mount Lebanon, fal-ammoniac, 
and pyramids of rice, proclaim that it is a 
commercial town. The houfes, thofe in 
particular which are on the banks of the 
river, are very lofty. They have in gene
ral handfome faloons built on the top of 
their terraces, which are cheerful belvi-
deres, open to every wind, where the Turk, 
effeminately reclining on a fopha, paffes his 
life in fmoking, in looking on the fea, 
which bounds the horizon on one fide, on 
the great lake that extends itfelf on the 
other, and on the Nile, which, running be
tween them, traverfes a rich country. Se
veral large mofques, adorned with lofty 
minarets, are difperfed over the town. The 
public baths, lined with marble, are diflri-
buted in the fame manner as thofe of Grand 
Cairo. The linen you are ferved with is 
clean, and the water very pure. The heat 
and the treatment in them, fo far from in
juring the health, ferve to flrengthen, nay, 
even to improve it, if ufed with modera

tion, 



tion. This cuftom, founded on experience, 
is general in Egypt. The observations of 
feveral years, the aftonifhing effects arifing 
from the ufe of them, compel me to look 
upon them as very falutary. 

The port of Damietta is continually fil
led with a multitude of boats and fmall 
veffels. Thofe called Scberm ferve to con
vey the merchandize on board the fliips 
in the road, and to unload them; the 
others carry on the coafting trade. This 
town carries on a great trade with Syria, 
with Cyprus, and Marfeilles. The rice 
called Mezelaoui, of the fineft quality there 
is in Egypt, is cultivated in the neighbour
ing plains. The exports of it amount an
nually to about fix millions of livres. The 
other articles of the produce of the coun
try, are linens, fal-ammoniac, corn, 6cc. 
A ruinous policy for the country, prohibits 
the exportation of this laft article; but the 
law is evaded, and it paffes under the name 
of rice. 

The Chriftians of Aleppo and Damafcus, 
fettled in this town, have for feveral ages 
carried on its principal commerce. Turk-
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iih indolence, content with extorting from 
them from time to time, fuffers them to 
become rich. The exportation of rice to 
foreign countries is prohibited, but by 
means of fome douceurs to the cuiiom-
houfe officers, the people of Provence 
load annually feveral fhips with it. The 
Bogaz preventing them from entering the 
Nile, their cargoes are conveyed on board 
by the boats of the country. This incon
venience is the fource of endlefs vexation 
and abufes. The boat, which is loaded in 
the evening with rice of the firft quality, 
is frequently not that which arrives at the 
fhip; an inferior quality is fubftituted 
for it during the night. The Marfeilles 
captains, aware of thefe rogueries, with
out being able to prevent them, endeavour 
to play off trick againft trick, fo that this 
commerce has become a general fcene of 
knavery. But the badnefs of the port is 
ftill more detrimental to Damietta. The 
road where the veffels lie being expofed to 
every wind, the flighteft gale obliges the 
captains to cut their cables, and take fhel-
ter at Cyprus, or to ftand off to fea. It 

would 



would be eafy, by cutting a canal only of 
half a league, to open a paffage for Ihips 
into the Nile, where there is deep water. 
This work, which might be executed at 
very little expence, would render Damietta 
a noble harbour; but defpotifm, infenfible 
to the intereft of the people, is always fur-
rounded by deff ruction in its progrefs, and 
wants both the will and the power to cre
ate. By what fatality is it, that the moll: 
beautiful country on the globe is deffined 
for a prey to a handful of robbers, for 
whom public utility is nothing, and who 
fport with the lives of their fellow creatures ? 

The tongue of land on which Damietta 
is fituated, ifraightened on one fide by the 
river, and on the other by the weffern ex
tremity of lake MenzaL't is only from two 
to fix miles wide, from caff to weft. It 
is interfered by innumerable rivulets in 
every direction, which render it the moft 
fertile fpot in Egypt. The foil there pro
duces, communibus annis, 80 buihels of rice 
for one. The other produce is in the fame 
proportion. It is there that nature, Javifh-
ing profufely her pomp and riches, prefents 
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flowers, fruits, and harvefts at every fcafon 
of the year. Winter never deprives it of 
thefe advantages; its beauties are never 
impaired by fummer. Deftruclive heats, 
as well as chilling colds, are equally un
known in that happy fpot. The thermo
meter varies only from nine to twenty-four 
degrees above the freezing point, (a) Da
mietta is indebted for this charming tem-
perature to the immenfe quantity of wa
ter with which it is furrounded. A t 
Grand Cairo the thermometer rifes twelve 
degrees higher. 

The verdure is no where fo frelh ; the 
trees are no where covered with fuch quan
tities of fruit. The rivulets around the 
fields of rice are lined with feveral kinds 
of reeds, fome of which rife to a great 
height. The reed calamus is there found 
in abundance, which is made ufe of for 
writing by the orientals. Its flender ffalk 
bears long narrow leaves, which hang 

(a) I have purfucd thefe obfervations for a whole 

year, but only in the day time. In the night the cold 

does not much incrcafc, for frofr, ice, and fnow are 

not known at Damietta. 

grace-
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gracefully, and fpreading branches covered 
with white flowers. I have there feen 
foreffs of papyrus, of which the ancient 
Egyptians made their paper. This trian
gular cane, nine feet high, and as thick as 
your thumb, is topped by a woolly tuft. 
Strabo, who calls it Biblus (b), gives an 
accurate defcription of it. It is there alfo 
that the Lotus, of which the Arabs have 
preferved the primitive name of Nuphar, 
exalts its lofty ifalk above the waters. 
Its large calix blows either of an azure 

(b) " T h e papyrus grows fpontaneoufly in Lower 

" Egypt. I have feen it on the banks of lake M a -

" raeotis. It is a cane whofe bare ftalk rifes about 10 

" feet high. It bears at the top a woolly tuft. T h e 

" publicans, who farm that branch of commerce, only 

" fuffer it to grow in very few places, to enhance 

" its value, and thereby injure the public intereft." 

Strabo, lib. 17. 

It is the avidity of thefe publicans, it is their care 

in defiroying it, that occafions the fcarcity of papyrus, 

in Egypt. I only met with it in the neighbourhood 

of Damietta, and of lake Mcnzale. Travellers in gene

r a l , who have not vifited this intcrefting part of 

Egypt, have not made mention of it. Others lefs 

circumfpect, have denied its exiftence, and have cir

culated fables on the fubjecl. 
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blue, or of a brilliant white, and it ap
pears with the majcfty of the king of the 
aquatic plants. The marfhes and the ca
nals in the interior parts of the country, 
are filled with this fuperb flower, which 
diffufes a molt agreeable odour. 

There are a great many villages around 
Damietta, in molt of which are manufac
tures where the moft beautiful linens of 
the country are fabricated. The fineft nap
kins in particular are made there, fringed 
.with filk. You are ferved at table with 
them, but efpecially on ceremonial vilits, 
when the Have prefents ycu with one to 
wipe your mouth with, after you have 
drank your {herbctfcj, or ate the fweet-
meats, which are carried round on a filver 

(c) Sherbet comes from the Arabic word chorbc, 

which fignifies drink. It is the nectar of the orien

tals. It is compofed of lemon-juice, fugar, and wa

ter, in which are diflblved perfumed cakes, made of 

excellent Parr.afcus fruit, in which is ufually infufed 

fome drops of rofe-water. It is a molt agreeable l i 

quor. Sherbet is only ferved up amongft the great, 

or men in office. O n feveral vifits I have paid to 

the governors of Damietta, it was offered me, and I 

drank it with pleafure, 

plate 



plate to all the company. Thefe fmall 
towns, generally furrounded with little 
woods, or trees promifcuoufly planted, 
form a whimfical and picturefque affem-
blage. By the fide of the fycamore and 
the melancholy tamarind, one fees the ele
gant caffia-tree, with its duffers of yellow 
flowers, like thofe of the cytifus. The 
top of the date-tree, loaded with enormous 
bunches, rifes above the grove. The caffia, 
with its fweet-fcented flower, grows under 
its fhade. The orange and lemon-tre^ 
cover the labourer's cabin with their golden 
fruit. The banana-tree, with its long leaves, 
the pomegranate, with its fcarlet flower, and 
the fig-tree, with its fugary fruit, throw a 
vaft variety into thefe landfcapes. In walk
ing through thefe winding paths, fhaded 
on one fide by thefe different trees, and 
lined on the other by a curtain of reeds, 
impenetrable to the eye, I frequently found 
myfelf on a fudden on the banks of the 
great lake Menzale. Here the profpecl 
was very different ; thoufands of boats 
employed in fifhing, or in fpreading nets 
for the innumerable flocks of birds which 

refort 



refort there to feek abundant food, and a 
temperate climate. 

I am defirous, Sir, of painting nature to 
you, fuch as I have feen it a thoufand 
times in the environs of Damietta ; but I 
feel how much the painter is inferior to 
his model. Figure to yourfelf all the ad
vantages arifing from running ftreams, all 
the frefhnefs of the molt perfect verdure, 
all the perfumes of the orange-flower, the 
tranfcendent voluptuoufnefs of a foft, fweet, 
tpd balfamic air, the delightful fpectacle 
o# the moft beautiful iky, and you will 
have an imperfect idea of this tongue of 
land between the great lake and the courfe 
of the Nile. 

A t a mile from this town, to the fouth-
welf, is a grove of orange-trees, which 
ferves as a walk for the inhabitants. The 
walks in it are formed in a ffraight line. 
It is the only one where art has added any 
graces to nature, for every where elfe the 
trees are planted without any order. I 
ufed to go thither almoft: every day, parti
cularly in the months of February, March, 
and Apri l , when the orange-trees are in 

flower. 



flower. I cannot exprefs to you the charms 
one experiences in refpiring the cool air, 
and the perfumes under this cheerful made. 
Thefe trees, which have never been muti
lated by the fciffars, rife above 30 feet 
h i g h ; their intermingled branches, their 
thick foliage intercepted all the rays of the 
fun. They were flowered from the lowefl 
bough up to the very top. Each orange-tree 
formed a diftincSl bouquet, where the leaves 
were with difficulty diftinguifhed through 
the tufts of flowers. The whole together 
compofed the moll delightful canopy undVr 
which a mortal can f epofe. A little rivulet 
ran along each row, and a bafon was opened 
twice a day, to water them. When one 
walked there at noon, one was intoxicated 
with pleafure. It was there, above all, 
that I experienced what a delicious enjoy
ment the fenfe of fmelling is capable of 
procuring. It was there that I difcovered, 
that in warm climates, odours, fo far from 
injuring, are not only falutary, but become 
neceffary to the health. 

At the end of this walk is a canal filled 
with papyrus. At the left, on entering, is 

the 



the gardener's hut, and a clump of lemon 
and palm-trees, planted fo near each other, 
that it is difficult to enter it. This fpot, 
cnclofed by ditches and palifades, is the 
afyium of myftery. The moft beautiful 
Turkifti women fometimes repair thither to 
enjoy, as they fay, the balfamic air, below 
the fhade of thefe trees. 

I fhall finifh this letter, Sir, with a fact, 
which will prove to you, that the events 
which happened in the time of Jacob, are 
renewed in our days, in Egypt. Whole 
clouds of locufts covered the plains of 
Syria the la ft year. They laid wafte the 
country, and deftroyed the corn even to 
the very root. Famine was, as ufual, the 
confequence of this fcourge. A country
man in • the neighbourhood of Damafcus 
felt the effects of the general defolation. 
T o fupply the urgent neceffities of his fa
mily, he was daily obliged to fell a part of 
his cattle. This refource was very foon 
exhaufted; the unhappy father, borne 
down by the prefent calamity, forefaw ftill 
greater to come. Preffed by hunger, he 
went to the town to fell his implements of 

labour. 
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labour. The invilihle' hand of Providence 
guided his footfleps, as the angel formerly 
conducted the young Tobias. Whilft he 
was cheapening fome corn newly arrived 
from Damietta, he heard tell of the fuc-
ceffes of Mourat Bey (d)> who, after van-
quifhing his enemies, had entered Grand 
Cairo in triumph. They painted the fize, 
the character, the origin of this warrior. 
They related the manner in which, he had 
arifen from the Hate of llavery to his pre
fent greatnefs. The aflonifhed country
man immediately knew him to be one of 
his fons, carried off from him at eleven 
years old. A ray of hope revived in his 
breafl. He loft no time in conveying to 

(d) Mourat Bey and Ibrahim Bey have been for the 

laft feven years the two moft powerful princes o f 

Egypt. Ambit ion, which is their ruling pafiion, has 

difunited them. They have been at war with each 

other. T h e equality of their forces again made 

them friends. A t prefent, Mourat Bey, prevailing 

over his colleague, has obliged him to fly into Upper 

Egypt. T h e former reigns at Grand Cairo at this 

<hy- I fhall give their characters, and the principal 

tranfadtions refpccling them which have happened 

under my eyes, in the fequel of thefe letter. 



his family the provilions he had purchafed, 
recounts what he had learnt, and deter
mines to fet out for Egypt. His wife and 
children bathed him with their tears, offer
ing up their vows for his fafe return. He 
went to the port of Alexandretta, where he 
embarked, and landed at Damietta.—A fon 
who had quitted the religion of his fore
fathers to embrace Mahometifm, and who 
faw himfelf encircled with all the fplendor 
of the mofl brilliant fortune, is it likely 
that he will acknowledge him ? This idea 
hung heavy on his heart. On the other 
hand, the delire of refcuing his family from 
the horrors of famine, the hopes of recover
ing a child, whofe lofs he had long bewail
ed, fupported his courage, and animated 
him to continue his journey. He enters 
the capital, and repairs to the palace of 
Mourat Bey. He prefents himfelf to the 
prince's attendants, and defires permimon 
to fpeak to him. He urges, he ardently 
folicits an audience: his drefs, and his 
whole appearance, which befpoke poverty 
and misfortune, were not calculated to 
obtain him what he fought for; but his 

great 



great age, that age fo refpected in the Eaft, 
pleaded in his favour. One of his officers 
informed Mourat Bey, that a wretched old 
man defired to fpeak to him. " Let him 
" enter," fays he. The peafant advances 
with trembling fleps on the rich carpet 
which covered the hall of the divan, and 
approaches the Bey, who was repofing on 
a fopha embroidered with filk and gold. 
The various feelings which oppreffed his 
mind, deprived him of utterance. Recol
lecting at length the child that had been 
ftolen from him, and the voice of nature 
getting the better of his fears, he throws 
himfelf at his feet, and embracing his knees, 
he cries out: " Ton are my child" The 
Bey raifes him up, endeavours to recollect 
him, and on a further explanation finding 
him to be his father, he feats him by his 
fide, and loads him with careffes. After 
the tendereft effufions of the heart, the old 
man painted to him the deplorable fituation 
in which he had left his mother and his 
brethren. The prince propofed to him to 
fend for them to Egypt, and to make them 
partake of his riches and his power, pro
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vided they would embrace Mahometifm. 
The generous Chriftian had forefeen this 
propofal, and fearing left young people 
might have been dazzled with it, had not 
fuffered one of his children to accompany 
him. He ftedfaftly rejected therefore this 
offer of his fon, and had even the courage 
to remonftrate with him on his change of 
religion. Mourat Bey, feeing that his fa
ther remained inflexible, and that the dif-
treis his family was in demanded imme
diate fuccour, ordered him a large fum of 
money, and lent him back into Syria with 
a fmall veffel laden with corn. The happy 

* tcountryman returned as foon as pofiible to 
the plains of Damafcus. His arrival ba
mmed mifery and tears from his rural 
dwelling, and reftored joy, comfort, and 
hap pin els. 

You fee, Sir, that this fact bears fome 
refemblance to the hiftory of Jofeph, which 
would poffibly have been even more ftriking, 
had one come at the knowledge of all the 
particulars. 

I have the honour to be, & c . 

L E T -
i 
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^ inquiry concerning ancient Pelufium; un

known to modern travellers; its fituation, 

and the epoch-of its decline. - An account 

ripYFar'ama, a place'at a lit tie diftance, 

and where the Arabians place a menu* 

went,, which fecms to be that of Pvmpey 

the Great. J 'Defcription of the great lake 

' of mh, now called Mdnzale ; with the 

ifkmds a?id towns-.'which were anciently 

'built at this place. ' Obfervaiions on thk 

fijhingof'ihis lake, it's mouths in the Medi

terranean, and the-innumerable Jairds which* 9 

affemble there, ejpecially in the winter; 

B T o . M r . L . JVL 

. * .,.* Grand Cairo, 

p E L U S I U M , as I have already fai'd," 

Sir, was placed'at the eaftern extremity 
o f lake Menzale. Its name, which fignifies 
mudfej, proves its fituation to be in the 

( e ) n*,xs?i'ov fignifies mud ; the Arabs have carried 
that appellation into their language, calling it thineh, 
mud. 
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midft of marfhes. According to Strabo(f%)t 

i t was only two miles from the fea. T h e 

period of its foundation, as well as that of 

the other ancient cities of Egypt, is loft in 

the obfcurity of time. It flourifhed long 

before Herodotus. As it commanded the 

entrance of the country on the fide of Afia , 

the Pharaohs rendered it a considerable for

trefs : one of them raifed a rampart of thir

ty leagues in length from the walls of this 

town to Hel iopol is ; but we find from the 

hiftory of nations that the long wall o f 

China, thofe which the weaknefs of the 

Greek emperors led them to build round 

Conftantinople, and many others, built at 

an immenfe expence, were but feeble bar

riers againft a warlike people; thefe ex

amples have taught us that a ftate, to be 

i n fecurity againft a foreign yoke, muft 

form warriors within itfelf, and that men 

muft be oppofed to men. 

T h i s rampart which covered Pelufium 

did not flop Cambyfes, who attacked it 

wi th a formidable army. T h e feeble cha-

(f) Strabo, l ib . 17. 
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racier of the fon of Amafis, unable to pre

vent the defertion of two hundred thoufand 

Egyptians, who went to found a colony 

beyond the cataracts, had not force fuffi-

cient to oppofe that torrent which broke 

i n upon his country. Cambyfes, after a 

bloody battle, wherein he cut his enemies 

to pieces, entered Pelulium in triumph. 

That memorable day, which faw the de

fertion of one part of the Egyptian militia, 

and the ruin of the other, is the true epoch 

of the fubjligation of that rich country. 

Since that period, it has paffed under the 

yoke of the Perfians, the Macedonians, < 

the Romans, the Greeks, the Arabs, and 

the Turks . A continued flavery of more 

than two thoufand years feems to fecure 

them an eternal bondage. 

Herodotus, who vifited Pelufium fome 

years after the conqueft of Cambyfes, re

lates an anecdote, which I cannot o m i t : 

** I furveyed fgj" fays he, " the plain 
4 1 where the two armies had fought it 

" was covered with human bones, collecl-

(i) Herodotus, Tha l ia , l ib . 3. 
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" ed. in heaps.; 'Thofe rof rtfre-jP r̂gflnjB 

«' were on .one. fide, : thofe of the &%yp-
" tiajys.og-the other i,)/fh9,,^)hahitaius..af 

<« the county having taken care to fcparate 

«« them after, the battle. They made ene 

" take notice of a fac% which .would ; l?a,v£ 

*l appeared very aftqnifhing. to rnc,,without 

'* their explanation of it. , The fkulls^of 

" the Perfians, which were flight and fra-

*« gilc, broke on being lightly flru.ck with 

V a llone thofe of the Egyptians, .thicker 

** and more-compact,, rpfifted the blows of 

flint.. , This .difference of foljdi'ty they 

*5 attributed^, the cuftom the Perfians have 

** of .covering their .ĥ rads.: from their i r i T 

** fancy with :the_tiara, .and to. thp.'EgypV 

" tian cuftom of leaving the fi£ads of their 

" children bare and fhaved, expofed to the 

*' heat of the. fun. . T h i s explanation tip -

" .pcared -fatisfacforyxo, me." ; 

.The. fame cuftoms ftill. lub£ft;in Egypt 

in pur davftj I -have feen in all mv travels 

the children of die common peppjej Wjae* 

tber running-about:die .plains, or collected 

round the villages, or fwimming in the 

river, always wfch^ifeir fiea<?s~: bare and 

£ a : fhaved. 



O r N : 1 G ? P ¥ . 389. 

maYed^ Whcn-onefefl^ts^oh the hard-1' 
i^f i^R^fi lrf iN^ft^Sa^fl iB^ from' being'' 
cWinualty ' expofe'd': to the action of a 1 

b'ufnrn^ fun, 'we' fliui'l hof be fuVpriied" 
at tlW-remark of'Aero'fiotas5. C J ?^ 

-•Pelufiifm, j after-piling' under 'the- do- : 

imnibn^bf Perfia,was' taken' by Aiex- 1 

ander.•' , f The' brave'-'Aiirbny, general o f 
cavalry under Gab^rus; took 'it-from his 
fuccelBrs;' arid'1 Rbm'e feftored if'tb'Pto-^ 
iemy° A'ulttes. Pompey,- whofe' credit 
had! dilabliihed this young- prince on' the 
throne'oF-'EgipV'aT^r^the'fatal battle of 
Phanfalia-, took Tcfirge'°af Pelufium1- he : 

landed at • th e - eh trance1 of th e' ha f b 0 d r, and' 
On1 quitting his---wife 'Cornelia, and- his 
ion/ he repeated the two following verfes 
dPSophbclss The. free man who feeks 
< f an Lrf)diim'at:tlier,'cc>urf of a king, wil l 
" mee'tj with ' llaver.y 1 and chains." He 
there found death. * Scarcely' had he : 

landed on the :more,when Theodore, the 
rhetorician, of the Ifle of Chio, Septimius 
the courtier, and Achillas the eunuch, who 
commanded his troops, wifhing for a vic
tim to prefent to his conqueror, - /tabbed 
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him with their fwords. A t the fight of 
the affafiins, Pompey covered his face with 
his mantle, and died like a Roman. They 
cut off his head, and embalmed it, to offer 
it to Caefar, and left his body naked on 
the fhore. It was thus that this great 
man, whofe warlike talents had procured 
the liberty of the feas for the Romans, 
and added whoje kingdoms to their ex
tended empire, was bafely flain in fetting 
foot op the territory of a king who owed 
to him his crown. Philip, his freed man, 
collecting together, under favour of the 
night, the wreck of a boat, and ft ripping 
off his own cloak, to cover the fad remains 
pf his mafter, burnt them according to 
the cuftom* A n old foldier whp had 
ferved under Pompey's colours, came to 
mingle his tears with thofe of Philip, 
and to aftift him in performing the Jaft 
offices to the manes of his general. 

Pelufium was often taken and pillaged 
during the wars of the Romans, the 
Greeks, and the Arabs. But in fpite of 
fp many difafters, fhe preferved to the 
time of the Crufaues, her riches and her 

commerce. 



commerce. The Christian princes having 

taken it by ftorm, facked i t . It never 

again rofe from its ruins, and the i n 

habitants went to Damietta, as I have 

mentioned in the preceding letter. 

Farama, founded by the Arabs, a little 

to the eaftward of Pelufium, took place of 

i t . T h i s town did not long fubfift, for 

i t was delfroyed in the thirteenth century. 

Abulfeda (h)> who quotes Ebn IJaukal^ 
fays, that the tomb of Galen was to be 

feen there. T h i s is a miftake; that cele

brated phyfician was buried at Pergamos, 

his native country fi). The maufoleum 

the Arabian hilforian fpeaks of, m u l l be 

that of Pompey, which Pl iny places at 

(h) Defcription of Egypt. 

(i) Galen, after ftudying medicine at the fchool of 

Alexandria, went to Rome at the age of 34. H i s 

knowledge and his talents foon made him be diftin-

guifhed there. Marcus Aurelius, a correct judge of 

merit, made choice of him for his phyfician, and he 

held the fame poft under two of his fucceflbrs. T i red 

with living at court, Galen retired to Pergamos, his 

country, where he pafled the remainder of his life in 

philofophic retirement, and died at the age of 63. 

C c 4 Tome 
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fome diftance from 'Mount Calms f ^ . 
Abulfeda adds, On the Credit of Ebn Said, 
that the ifthmus of Suez is only twehty-
three leagues broad at'' this place, and that 
Amrou intended cutting it, to make a com
munication between'the (wo'fealsV Omar* 
who had no malinc; 1 and who "was 
afraid of giving the Grecian veffels ah en
trance into the heart' 6'f his dominions, 
prevented the execution of*tffis ' project. 
It is probable, that he Wno had conquered 
Sgypt; and who 'had made "a canal from 
the Nile to the Red Sea, would alfo have 
completed' 'this noble e'riter'p'rize. 

Quitting the Pelufiac branch, and tra-
afellirig towards the weft,- along the fea-
coafr, one falls in with the 'Tanitic mouth 
of the river. It derives• this name from 
Want's. This confiderable town, built in an 
ifland of the lake, and the capital of a tribe, 
ftill flourimed under the reign of'Auguf-

(k) Pliny the Naturalijl, lib. 5. ch. 12. T h e ruins 

of Farama are in the neighbourhood of Mount Cafius. 

It appears that the tomb defcribed by Ebn Haukal, is 

that of Pompey. 

. I tus. 
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tus pjio Abulfeda- 'informs us, that it 
diii not. exift in his time, and that the 
ifle was. uncultivated and defart. 

-During my refidence at Damietta, feve
ral fiih^rmen alfured 'me they had feen in 
one of thie iflands of Menzale, marbles, 
eolumus, and the ruins of large buildings. 
I had formed the project:.of going to vilit 
them; but the coniideriable expences the 
voyage would have, coif me, to purchafe 
the governor's permifnon r to procure one 
of: his officers, and fome janiffaries to ac
company me, obliged.me to lay afide .the 
thoughts of it. I anxiouily wifh that fome 
curious perfon, either richer than myfelf* 
or feconded by - government, may furve^ 
this great lake, found the depth of its 6uN> 
lets, defcribe the precious morfels of anti
quity it may contain, and in fhort, do what 
not one of our modern travellers has ven
tured to undertake, and which my mode
rate fortune alone prevented me from car
rying-into execution. After the Tanitic 
comes, the Mendefian mouth, which takes 

(l) Strabo, l ib. 17. 

*m) Abulfeda, Defcription of Egypt. 

its 



its name from the ancient city of Men-

des (n), famous for its temple, and the 

indecency of the worfhip paid there to the 

ram. Herodotus gives the following ac

count of its origin fo): " Hercules prayed 

«« Jupiter with ardour to mew himfelf to 

fi h i m . T h e G o d , deaf to his prayer, re-

" fufed h i m that favour. Overcome at 
< c length by his intreaties, he confented, 
t c on condition that it fhould be in the 

" fhape of a ram. H e covered h i m -

*' felf with the fkin of that animal, and 

" appeared to the hero. T o preferve the 

*' memory of this event, the Egyptians 

ff reprefent Jupiter with a ram's head. . . . 

" W h e n the facred animal dies, the Men-
f t dejian province folemnizes his death by 

«« a general mourning." 

Decency prevents me from giving the 

reft of this paffage. They who are c u 

rious to be better informed of the point of 

madnefs to which fanaticifm wi l l tranfport 

an ignorant and fuperftitious populace, 

may confult the original. 

(n) T h i s Egyptian word fignifies Ram, Herodotus, 

(o) Herodotus, l ib . 2. Euterpe, 

T h e 
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T h e traveller, who may be defirous o f 

finding the ruins of Mendes, i f he confults 

Herodotus and Strabo, muft look for it at 

fome diftance from the canal of Achmoun, 

on the fide of Men%alL 

Before one arrives at the Phatnitic 

branch, I have marked a new one on the 

map, which no geographer has taken no

tice of. I obferved it in a voyage I made 

i n that quarter, during the fwelling of the 

N i l e . It is about 50 feet wide. T h e 

current in it was very rapid, but I do not 

know whether it is very deep, or is filled 

the whole year. It is a natural outlet which 

the waters of the lake have made for them

felves into the fea. It would be eafy to 

turn a part of the river into this canal, and 

to open a palfage for veffels into its bed. 

T h e Phatnitic, at prefent the Damiettic 

branch, is a league further on. The Delta 

commences here. Cape Bour/os, near which 

is the Sebennytic mouth, forms the moft 

advanced point of it. T h e branch of R o 

fetta, formerly that of Bolbitine, termi

nates i t . It extended formerly as far as 

the 
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the • Ctftiop'k: ;branrh,c .which I thrown:itfelf 
ioto':the>fea rilaan-.th.^fl^>jliuij ••<• 
JJ: Thefe,;' Sir, ane< the fevbnim©uths>bf :th& 
Nij.^-.&Acelebi:ate.d. by ."the pbete'^/;.Tfiey 
were all formerly navigable.!'> Tfoole- o£ 
Rofetta and;"of Damietta have»alonie' pre-
£#Hfb tjiiit • advantage;.- Some 'of' :therrJ 
might .indeed "be.opened-; but in th'e prefent 
e.nfeejbted- Hate. of^Egiypt, her government 
î ems more diipofed iter fhut 'her; >p6rts t& 
ft«apgers, -thanto!open new-©nes.— 

It holwi remainTfoflme•ta/giVe^(l•fome, 

particulars* Sir,-of the great lake, along 
whole borders you; havel been '.travelling.' 
Strabo fqj-y and *kd Arabian aut'h>©rs< call 
VLffanis, On account of the town ^of thai 
name.; At prefent:it is called Mtito£al$. Its' 
water is. frefh during :the• inundation,; and 
becomes fait' as the river returns in to î s 
bed; The fame rircumffance '• waa•' re* 
marked in the time of the Caliphs. The 

f/j^ E t feptcm gerpini turbant trepida oftia N i l i . 

Virgil 

. Perque papj'riferi feptemflua flumina' N i l i . 

.; l Ovid. 
. . . . . ^ 

(q) Strabo, l i b . 17, 

geographer 
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geographer of: Nubia: fpeakfe of itias fol
lows ^V.^: , f C The : JSTile overflowing' its 
" ban.ks-«ut the fumtner .folftice,. the c i -
" rajs'; fthicH difcharge -themfelves into 
" Lake 2#w>y-render.its waters frefh. The 
^(;fo)i|ttedtfrl|iAi«IclioitO-'ita and makes 
" them, frlUo flip this lake are iflands with 
" l>uUtiiiigs:rin 'them; like: town?, fuch as 
" Nabliy To una, 'Samaaa, and Ha/Jan -EU 

".ma. - Tbey are only to he approached 
C 1 in boats/" It; would be important-to 
vifit • thefe. jiJands, which,.no modern tra-
veller'J^s • feen, and where manufcripts 
and'precious, monuments may poli^bly^be 
found. ! - . • ' i ; r:v dJ 

lAbout 1200 boats* feach of which pays 
forty liyrps annually fo' the Pacha's renter* 
aid cjon-tinu.a'lly 'employed in -liming on the 
lake. 'Amongft. the various forts of fifh 

- ' j i l iL' '• '• I .'^1'J. . , * .: . . . 13*13 
(}•) Oua Rehire 7'anis aza arnpd el N i l fi el-fwif 

az;ib maoulu..' .Qua aza gczaj; i i elchete ila aouan, el 

bahf rhalebi1 fe nialeh maouha. Qua' hha meden 

mctl eluezai'r tatheif elbehire, oua hie Nabli. oua Tow 

*bt oua $dmfiaa*i'x>\li Hajfan cl ma; oua tank ila 

ouahadamenha ella belfaieu. Geographer of Nubia, 

fechon 3. 

tbfl/: J I I I it 



it furnifhes, there are fome moft excellent, 

fuch as the guei'age, the gemal, the fourd, 

the fole, and the gold-fifli. T h e quailty 

of the water gives them a white flefh, and 

a fine delicate flavour. They are fold frefh 

at Damietta, and the neighbouring towns. 

They are carried there in fuch quantities, 

that a large fole, or gold-fifh cofls only 

four fols, (or two pence). 

T h e bourri, or mullet, procures of all 

others the mofl: profit to the fifhermen. 

T h e y gut the females, and take out the 

fpawn, with which they make (s) Bcu-
targue, or Botargo, fait them, and fend 

them throughout Egypt. Lake Men-
za/e having feveral communications with 

the N i l e and the Mediterranean, and be

ing full of reeds, iflands, herbs, and i n 

fects, both river and fea-fifh flock t h i 

ther in abundance, and multiply w i t h 

out end. T w o thoufand perfons are 

annually employed in the fifhery, and 

(s) Boutargue is made of the roes of the mullet, 

faked, and dried in the fun. It is a diih well known 

to the French feamen of Provence. 

thcufands 



thoufands 'of birds conftantly feed upon 
them without producing any feniible d i 
minution. Nature has given Egypt lb 
favourable a Iituation, that the earth and 
the waters are both inconceivably pro
ductive. This charming country has for 
this reafon been at all times the nurling 
mother of all the neighbouring nations. 

The waters of Lake Menzale are covered 
with wild geefe, ducks, teals, plungers, and 
ibifes. I have killed feveral ibifes in the 
marines near Rofetta; they have long feet, 
a flender body, alternately black and white, 
and a long neck. They live on fifh, frogs, 
and reptiles. This lake feeds alfo a num
ber of cormorants, grey and white herons, 
golden-fnipes, rice-hens, cranes, cheva^ 
liers, &c. 

The birds which principally attract at
tention, are the fwan with filver plu
mage, failing gracefully on the furface of 
the waters, the flaman, with his rofe and 
black coloured wings, and the fuperb 
pelican. This latter furpaffes all the 
reft by the majeffy of his carriage, his 
lofty fhape, and the whitenefs of his plu

mage, 
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mage, in which he may difpute the palm 
even with the fwan. When he goes 
about, amidft that crowd of birds -col
lected on the lake, he saifes his head, 
crowned with a plume of feathers, f&r 
above them all, and-Teems to be; their 
king. Nature has -furnifhed him- with--a 
beak extremely ftrong,' with which he 
carries off large hfh. The Ara-bs have the 
fkill to tame him, and break him in to 
fifh for them. The only pelican of the 
fame kind with thofe in Egypt, I ever 
faw in France, is at the king's menagerie 
at Verfailles. Although a long captivity, 
and a fmall bafon, where he -has fcarcely 
room to move himfelf, have robbed him 
of a great deal of his beauty, one ftill fees, 
from his majeftic fhape, and the white-
nefs of his plumage, that he is a fuperb 
bird. 

I have pointed out to you, Sir, the prin
cipal fpecies of the birds found on Lake 
Menzale; but it is impoffible for me to 
defcribe to you, the variety of their co
lours, the diverfity of their cries, and the 
prodigious multitude there is of them, as 

far 



far as the fight extends, the waters are 
covered with them. At every inftant one 
fees innumerable flocks of them, defcribing 
vaft circuits in the air, then gradually de
fending, and lighting on the water; 
others flying from the approach of the 
fimermen, rife by thoufands, to go in 
fearch of that folitude they are fond of. 
Some are fwimming in flocks, attended by 
their numerous families; others are on 
the wing, bearing in their beaks the prey 
they have been catching. 

This continual motion, this immenfe 
liquid plain, furrowed by the lighteft 
breeze the iflands, whofe fummits, gilded 
by the fun, fliew themfelves at a diftance ; 
the boats failing from one to the other; 
the banks fhaded with trees, lined with 
villages, and clad in an eternal verdure 
all thefe objects prefent a charming fpec
tacle, which I have enjoyed a hundred 
times, and always with the greateft plea
fure. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

V O L . I. D d L E T -
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Expedition of Saint Lewis in Egypt, extract

edfrom Joinville and the Arabian writers, 

with his route delineated in a chart. A 

narrative of his defcent near the Gife of 

Damietta, his victory over the troops of the 

Sultan of Egypt; the taking of Damietta 

the march of his army along the great 

branch of the Nile, to the canal of Man-

foure the attempts which they made to 

pafs it', the dangerous paffage of this canal. 

The victory and the defeat which follow

ed. The death of Count dArtois. The 

capture of St. Louis and his whole army $ 

the maffacre of Tour an Check, fovereign 

of Egypt; the ranjom of the French mo

narch, and his departure for S. Jean 

d Acre, with the character of that prince, 

as delineated by the Infidels. 

T o M r . L . M . 

Damietta. 

J N O W fend you, Sir, Saint Lewis's ex
pedition into Egypt, extracted from 

Joinville, 



Joinville, and the Arabian authors, and ve
rified by myfelf upon the fpot. 

Saint Lewis had wintered in the ifle of 
Cyprus with the greatelf part of his troops. 
The remainder of the army was to join 
him at the general rendezvous before Da
mietta. The day after Whitfunday, he 
fet fail from the point of Limaco, accom
panied by eighteen hundred veffels great 
and fmall. The Mediterranean had not 
beheld a more formidable fquadron from 
the days of the Perfians. The fea was 
covered with veffels to a vaft extent. 
During the voyage, the Prince of the M o -
rea and the Duke of Burgundy joined the 
royal fleet, which, after a paffage of four 
days, anchored in the road of Damietta. 

Nejm Eddin, of the family of the Aiou-
bites, at that time governed Syriaand Egypt. 
Frequent wars carried on for many years 
againft the Crufaders, the Charafmians, and 
the inhabitants of Damafcus, had taught 
him the art of war. Several vicf ories gain
ed over their different enemies, ftrengthen-
ed at once his power, and eftablifhed his 
authority over his foldiers. As politic as 

D d 2 he 



he was brave, he knew how to wield the 
fword, without flackening the reins of 
government. Whilft he was occupied 
with the plan of a campaign, he could dic
tate his orders to his miniftcrs, for the in
ternal management of his kingdom, and 
anfwered himfelf all the memorials that 
were prcfented to him. Such, according 
to Abulfeda, was the king St. Lewis had 
to contend with. On the arrival of the 
French in the ifle of Cyprus, he had 
quitted Syria, and not doubting that the 
ftorm which threatened the Mahometans, 
would fall on Damietta, he had added new 
fortifications to that important place. Af
ter providing it with a numerous garrifon, 
with proviiions, and warlike machines, 
proper to fupport a long liege, he was 
conveyed to Achmoun Tanis, to obfervc 
the motions of the enemy. Notwith-
ftanding he was dangeroufly i l l , he neg
lected nothing which might contribute to 
baffle their defigns. He fent Facr Eddin 
with a conliderable body of cavalry to op-

. pofe the landing of the French. This 

general 



general was polled near the Giza (t) of 
Damietta, between the weifern bank of 
the Nile and the fea, fo as to have it 
eafily in his power to prevent the difem-
barkation. 

From the fleet, the Egyptian army was 
feen drawn out in good order, at two hun
dred paces from the beach. Their unfolded 
colours were flying in the wind; their glit
tering armour reflected the rays of the fun. 
A confuted noife of drums and trumpets 
was heard. This warlike train had a 
commanding appearance, and flruck terror 
into the troops on board the fleet. The 
king called together his barons, to confult 
them on the meafure to be purfued ; they 
advifed him to wait for the remainder of 
his troops before he attempted a defcent, 
in face of an enemy well intrenched. St. 

(t) Gize, as I have already faid, means angle, ex

tremity. It was the molt diihint fuburb of Damietta, 

fituated on trie other fide of the Ni le . A n elevation 

of ftones and ruins ftill point out its fitc. It is oppofite 

to the little village of EJbe. T h e bridge before D a 

mietta began at that place. I have carefully obferved 

ihcfc places in feveral journeys I have made, and I have 

marked them on the map. 
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Lewis rejected this pufillanimous counfel, 
representing to them that the road (u) of 
Damietta being expofed to every wind, 
fhould a ftorm arife, the fleet would cer
tainly be difperfed, or driven upon the 
coaft. He ordered every thing to be pre
pared, therefore, for the defcent the next 
morning, and commanded them to at
tack the Egyptians; if they did not refufe 
battle. . . . . •. 

On Friday, the 4th of June, 1249, the 
French army, getting into their boats, 
made towards the fhore. The inffant 
they landed the enemy's cavalry poured 
down upon them; but the foldiers fixed 
their bucklers in the fand, and prefenting 
their fpears, formed an impenetrable wall 
of points. This intrepid countenance 
checked the impetuofity of the Mahome
tans. They contented themfelves with 
parading round the batallions, and throw-

(u) T h e French fleet could not enter the N i l e , the 

entrance of which was choked up by the Egyptians. 

T h e road of Damietta being very dangerous, St. Lewis 

adopted the moil: prudent, as well as the.boldcft mea

fure. 

ing 



ing their javelins at .them. As foon as 
the king beheld the royal Ifandard of 
France flying on the fhore, he leaped out 
of his boat into the fea, and marched againfl 
the enemy fword in hand, and up to his 
armpits in the water. The French, encou
raged by* his prefence, fell on the Egyp
tians, and fought a bloody battle, in which 
they had all the honour. Two Emirs re
mained on the field of battle. This lofs, 
and fo bold a defcent, frightened Facr 
Eddin. He palled at night the bridge of 
Damietta, and made a precipitate retreat. 
At fight of this, a panic feized the garrifon. 
They fhamefully abandoned the rampart of 
Egypt, and all the inhabitants efcaped un
der cover of the darknefs. The French 
entered it the next morning without re
finance. In this manner was a city taken 
in one day, which one-and-thirty years be
fore had fu(f ained a fiege of fixteen months. 

On Sunday the French colours were 
difplayed on the towers of Damietta. Great 
ftores of ammunition was found there, 
and a vaft quantity of arms. The victors 
having returned thanks to heaven for this 

D d 4 fortunate 



fortunate conqueft, deliberated whether 
they fhould not immediately purfue their 
march to Grand Cairo. And this certain
ly was the wifeft meafure. The waters 
of the Nile, then very low, would have pre-
fcnted fewer obftaclesj but Saint Lewis 
wiihed to delay his departure till the arrival 
of the Count of Poitiers, his brother, who 
was leading the arriere ban of France. It 
was decided therefore to wait for him at 
Damietta. 

The capture of this important port fpread 
a general confternation through Grand Cai
ro the inhabitants thought they already 
law the enemy at their gates. The Sul
tan's illnefs ftill added to their fears. The 
alarm was fo great, that the moft timid 
rled towards Upper Egypt, whilft others, 
more brave, animated by the love of their 
country, came to incrcafe the army of 
]Sejm Eddin. This unforefeen reverfe of 
fortune did not dilliearten a prince accuf-
tomed to the events of war. He ftruck 
off the heads of fifty of his principal offi
cers, who had fo bafely abandoned their 
polls. He did not venture to inflict: the 

punifhment 
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punifhment of death on Facr Eddin, for 
fear of exciting a rebellion amongft his 
troops, by whom he was much efteemed. 
He contented himfelf with reprimanding 
him, and fending him to Manfoura; he 
endeavoured to put it in a (late of defence. 
His whole army worked for this purpofe. 
Having pitched his camp between the ca
nal of Achmoun and that town, he refolved 
to wait for the enemy in that advantageous 
polf, and to flop them at the palfage of the 
river; he even fent fome fquadrons of light 
cavalry to harafs the French camp.' 

A valuable moment was loft in waiting 
for the Count of Poitiers. The Egyptians 
availed themfelves of it to fortify them
felves, and to collect all their forces. They 
had already recovered from their terror, and 
had frequent fkirmifhes in the neighbour
hood of the French camp. The Arabs 
ufed to enter it in the night, make pri-
foners, and kill thofe whom they could 
not carry off. It was thus they cut off 
the head of the Seignior of Courcenay, af
ter killing the centinel who was placed at 
the entrance of his tent. The king made 

them 
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them encircle the camp witfy deep difches, 
and placed archers on foot,around it,. whc# 
mounted guard during the night. 

The favourable feafon fop marching into 
Upper Egypt was flipping away,; and the 
time approaching when the Nile, fwelling 
every day, tills the canals which interfedt 
the plain, and renders theprogrefsofan army 
very difficult in the face of the enemy, who 
can impede it at every ftep,:. To acce
lerate the arrival of the Count of Poitiers, 
the legate, according to the cuftom of the 
times, ordered proceffions for three fuc-
celive Saturdays, from Damietta to the 
fea, which were executed with great pomp. 
The king and his nobles arfifted at them. 
At length the prince fortunately arrived, 
and diffufed joy with him throughout the 
camp. As foon as he was landed, Saint 
Lewis affembled his barons, to concert 
meafures. They were divided in opinion. 
The nobles in general, and count Peter of 
Britany, were for immediately marching 
to lay liege to Alexandria, one of the keys 
of Egypt. They reprefented that that 
town had an excellent harbour, where the 

fleet 



fleet might ride in fafety all the winter, 
and that the army employed in • the con
queft of the country, would by that means 
be well fupplied with proviiions, and every 

:neceilary fuccour ; they added, that Ihips 
Neither being able to enter the Nile, nor 
remain in the road, the French ran the 
,rifk of perifhing with hunger, if unfortu-
mately, they fhould experience a change of 
fortune; Thefe reafons were very cogent, 
but theComte d'Artois was of a different 
opinion. He faid, that when you wifh to 
kil l the ferpent, you muft cruih his head, and 
feulvifed the marching ftraight to the capital 
of Egypt. Saint Lewis, rejected the coun-
fel of his barons, to purfue that of his bro
ther. He did not reflect on the difficul
ties he fhould have to meet with; and the 
departure was refolved on. 

NejmEddi?i died on the 22d of November. 
He was carried off in the flower of his age 
by an abfcefs in his lungs. The Sultana 
Chegerct Eddour, whofe underftanding rai-
fed her above her fex, was not difpirited 
by this misfortune, and applied herfelf to 
the means of faving the ftate. Having 

fent 



fen t for Facr Eddin, generalifllmo of t h e 
troops, and the eunuch Dgemal Eddin, who 
was poflefled o f great authority, (he en
treated them to aid her in fupporting t h e 
weight of the crown, and in keeping t h e 
death of the Sultan fecret until the arrival 
o f his fon Tour an Chah, who was in the 
Diarbekir. Couriers were difpatched t o 
him. The Sultan's fervice was carried 
•on as if he had been living, and orders 
were given in his name throughout Egypt. 
This policy prevented the troops from 
•lofing courage, and, by concealing the death 
of Nejm Eddin from the enemy, hindered 
them from profiting by a circumlfance f o 
favourable to their defigns. 
" The French army (x) quitted the plains 

(t) T h e hiflorian M a c r i z i , who almoft always agrees 

with Joinville, fixes, as he does, the departure of the 

French to the month of December, but he attributes 

it to the news of the Sultan's death. N o w it is cer

tain that the French were not apprized of it until they 

were encamped near Manloufa, and that the arrival of 

the Counttpf Poitiers was the real caufe of that bold 

and dangerous march in the time of the inundation. 

T h u s it is that hiftorians in reporting real fa&s, fre

quently miftakc the motives that produced them. 
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of Damietta at the beginning of Advent 
and encamped the 7th of December at 
Farefcour, where it kept its ftation, to (hut 
up a canal, which, leaving the river, throws 
itfelf into Lake Menzale. This was eafi-
ly effected, by forming a dyke at its en
trance. Facr Eddin fent 500 horfemen 
well mounted, to difpute the paffage of 
the river with the French. They polled 
themfelves on the oppolite bank. Not-
withflanding the firm countenance they 
fhewed, the Knights Templars palled the 
firft, and the king having forbid them to 
march againft the enemy, they only thought 
of forming their ranks. This prudent con
duct infpired the Arabs with courage, 
taking it for the effect of fear. They made 
a furious attack on the Templars, and over
threw one of thefe brave warriors, at the 
feet of Brother Renaut de Bichiers, their 
marfhal. The fight of this inflamed his 
indignation, infomuch, that, no longer 
able to moderate his courage, he cried 
out: « By God, let us fall upon them. 

" /can bear it no longer'' The whole 

corps move in an inftant, and rufh on the 

Egyptians, 



Egyptians, who were unable to fuftain the 
mock. Their ranks were broken. Part 
of the cavalry remained on the field of 
battle, and the rell threw themfelves into 
the river, where they perifhed. Unfortu
nately, this very fuccefs encouraged difo-
bedience, and was the caufe of all the fub-
fequent difgraces of the French. 

The army encamped the fame day at 
Scherimfah, a village not far off, without 
being troubled by the enemy. It conti
nued to make very fhort days journeys, as 
it was perpetually obliged to fill up arms 
of the river, or large rivulets. It encamp
ed at length at Baramoun, and it was not 
until the 19th of December that it appear
ed before Manfoura. The canal of Ach
moun was between the town and the 
French army. It was neceffary to pafs it 
to attack the enemy, who was intrenched 
on the oppofite {ldefyj, and to become 
mailers of that important place. 

A fleet 

(y) In the map annexed to the beautiful edition of 

Joinville, printed at the Louvre, by order of the king, 

the canal of Achmoun is placed beyond Manfoura. 

T h i s 



O N E G Y P T . 4 1 5 

A fleet of large boats accompanied the 
army, and abundantly fupplied it. There 
were continual engagements by land and 
water. The arm of Achmoun is as large 
as the Saone, but much deeper. Its banks 
in general are very fteep. It was impof-
fible for the army to fwim over it in pre
fence of all the forces of Egypt. It was 
refolved to build a dyke there. Balilfas 
and other machines for throwing ftones 
were prepared; and to cover the workmen 
two wooden towers were built with co
vered galleries, at the head of the caufe-
way. But inflead of beginning at the 
mouth of the canal, as at Farefcour, it was 
undertaken half a league lower. This 
want of fkill rendered its execution impof* 
fible ; for in proportion as they advanced, 
the Egyptians on their fide opened deep 
trenches, which fuddenly conveying the 
waters of the river againft the dyke, over
threw it, and deftroyed, in one moment, 

J his unlucky pofition, as contrary to the truth as it 

is to the understanding of the hiftory, might induce a 

belief that the French came from Upper Egypt to 

befiege that town, otherwife they would not have met 

with the canal in their paflage. 

the 



the work of many weeks. This i l l fuccefs 
did not diminilh the patience of the engi
neers, and they perfevered in executing 
the plan they had propofed. Whilft they 
were labouring with zeal, Facr Eddin landed 
privately fome troops at Scberimfab. They 
made an unforefeen attack on the camp, 
and occaiioned fome confuiion. Joinville, 
who with the Templars, guarded it on 
the fide of Damietta, armed himfelf i m 
mediately, marched againft the enemy, and 
repulfed them. This event induced Saint 
Lewis to draw a ditch from the canal of 
Achmoun to the Nile, and this precaution 
fecured the camp from any future fur-
prifes. 

The labour at the dyke was continued 
to no purpofe. The enemy, emboldened, 
came a fecond time to attack the French 
in their camp. The count of Anjou had 
a rough fkirmiih with them, wherein they 
were again repulfed with lofs. They then 
fell upon the tide defended by the count of 
Poitiers j but the vigorous refiftance they 
met with obliged them to retire. Thefe 
croffes did not difcourage them. Bodies 

of 



of Arabian cavalry were perpetually in mo
tion round the camp, and carried off every 
perfon who ventured to ftray out of it. 
The impracticable dyke could not be com
pleted. The Egyptians fhowered ftones 
upon the workmen; their wildfire had ftill 
better fuccefs. They frequently poured it 
forth, and fet fire to the towers and galle
ries, in fpite of every effort to prevent it. 
Joinville, who was one night on guard at 
the head of the dyke, gives us a terrible 
defcription of this wildfire. " This fire," 
fays he, " that they launched at us, was 

as large as a barrel, and had a long 
flaming tail. It made a noife like thun
der in palling through the air, and ap-

" peared like a flying dragon. The light 
«* it diffufed was fo great, that one could 
" fee throughout the whole camp, as i f 
" it was broad day." This dreadful fire
work confumed every fubftance it fell on, 
without its being poflible to extinguifh it. 

The burning of the towers and galleries 
however, did not make them abandon an 
ill-conceived project. A l l the wood that 
could be found in the boats was taken, and 
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employed in forming new works. They met 
with the fate of the former, nor could all the 
valour of the French fave them from this 
wildfire. This laft failure fpread defpair 
throughout the camp, and deprived them 
of all hope of palling the canal of Achmoun. 
Whilft they were deliberating whether they 
fhould return to Damietta, the Conftable 
Hymbert de Beatijeu came to inform,the 
king that a Bedouin (z) had promifed to 
difcover a ford to him, on condition of re
ceiving 500 beiants of gold. The -prince 
confented, and the ford being pointed out, 
it was determined that the duke of Bur
gundy fhould remain to,guard the camp, 
whilft St. Lewis and his three brothers 
fhould engage the Egyptians. 

On the 8th of February, 1250, the 
whole French cavalry, conducted by : the 
Bedouin, collected aftjie ford, which was 
two leagues from the Nile, at break of 
day. They defcended to the place. The 

(%) Bedori'w comes from the word Bedaoui, which 

fignifies Inhabitant of the Defart. It is the name af-

fumcd by the wandering Arabs. 

water 



O N E G Y P T 

water was deep (a), and the horfes ftvam 
towards the middle of the canal. Having 
got ground, they eafily reached the oppo-
fite more. Several cavaliers, amongft 
whom was John of Orleans, were drowned 
in this dangerous palfage. About three 
hundred Arabs who came to defend it were 
foon difperfed. St. Lewis had given orders 
that the Templars fhould march at the 
head of his army, and that the Comte d'Ar-
tois fhould fupport them with the corps 
he commanded ; but on feeing the enemy 
fly, he could not moderate hib ardour, and 
rufhed upon them. The grand-matter of 
the Templars fent to beg him to ftay, fay
ing, that it was he who was to march 
the firft. He conjured the prince not to 
difhonour him by depriving him of a poft 
entrufted to his valour. The Comte 
d'Artois liftened to this wife remonltrance, 

(a) Joinville and Macr iz i agree in faying that the 

l^ile was then at the higheft, which is extraordinary ; 

i<->r in that fcafon its waters are very low. The Ara

bian hiftory, 'tis true, furnifhes us with fome fuch i n -

fiances. T h e inundation is fomctimes retarded one 

nionth or two. 
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without venturing to reply. Unfortunately 
Fourcaut du Merle, a brave efquire, who 
was holding the bridle of his horfe, was 
deaf; and not hearing what had been faid 
to the Prince,, continued to advance, cry
ing with all his flrength; Now for them. 
Now fir them. 

The Templars finding their reprefenta-
tions fruitlcfs, thought it incumbent on 
their honour to refume their ranks. They 
put fpurs to their horfes, and go up to 
the enemy full gallop. The Egyptians, 
terrified at this unforefeen attack, took 
flight in every quarter, and abandoned 

* their camp. Thefe brave but imprudent 
cavaliers, overthrowing every thing that 
refilled them, arrive at Manfoura, force 
one of the gates, and penetrate into the 
town. Facr Eddin, who was at that in-
flant in the bath, had fcarce time to put on 
his clothes. He leaped on horfeback with
out faddle or bridle, and collecting fome 
of his flaves, tried to flem the torrent. He 
and his companions fell covered with 
wounds. The attack was fo brink, and 
tlie rout ©f the enemy fo rapid, that the 

*M Comte 
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Comte d'Artois was in Manfoura with the 
Templars, before part of the army had 
palfed the ford. Had all the troops been 
united at that moment; could the victors 
have received a timely fuccour, the defeat of 
the enemy had been complete. Manfoura, 
and perhaps all Egypt would have fallen. 
But there was a diftance of two leagues be
tween the van-guard and the reft of the 
French army. Bibars elbondouk dart, chief 
of the Babarite flaves (b), perceived this 

error, 

(b) Nejm Eddin, of whom I have fpoken, befieged 

Napoulous, a town in Syria. His troops forfook 

him. T h e Baharite flaves alone fuftained the 

fhock of the enemy, and gave the Prince time 

to fave himfelf. T h i s fervi«e called for, and 

obtained them his confidence. Called foon after 

to the throne of Egypt, in the room of his brother 

Melee eladel Seif Eddin, he lavifhed his favours on 

them, and raifed them to the firft dignities in the 

flate. T h i s prince quitted the caftle of Salah Eddin, 

the ufual refidence of the Sultans, to inhabit that 

which he built in the ifland of Raouda, oppofite to 

O l d Cairo. He committed the guard of it to his 

favourite flaves ; and as the Arabs call all great 

rivers, bahar, or fea, they took the name ofBaharites, 

or maritime. Having anaffinated Touran Chah, the 

laft of the family of the Aioy^tes, they reigned 
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error, and availed himfelf of it like a fki l-
ful general. Rallying the fugitives, and col
lecting round him the elite, or flower of 
the Egyptian cavalry,. he: threw himfelf 
between the town, and the body of the 
French army, and cut off:their communi
cation. Whilft he was combating tlieir 
divided forces, and flopping the progrefs 
of Saint Lewis, the Count of Poitiers,, and 
the Count of Anjou, the Egyptians, ani
mated by his example, took courage, and 
attacke4 the cavaliers, who very impru
dently engaged them in the narrow ftreets 

5pof Manfoura. The inhabitants feconded 
them with great fuccefs, by lhowering ftones 
on them from the roofs of the houfes. Thus 

affailed on all fides, the French gave way : 
two thirds of the Templars, and near three 

over Egypt and Syria for 136 years, and had 27 

kings. T h e Baharites were of T u r k i m origin. 

N<jm Eddin purchafed them of the Syrian mer

chants. They were dethroned in their turn by the 

Matnaluket, or Circaflian flaves, in the year 784 of 

the hegira. Thefe formed a new dynafty, which 

kept pofTeflion of Egypt until the conqueft of Selim, 

Emperor of the Ottomans, which happened in the 

*year 923 of the hegira. 
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hundred cavaliers loft their lives. The 
Comte d'Ai-tois after performing prodi-
gies pf Valour, fell, covered with wounds, 
in the mid ft o f 'a heap of dead, and of 
almoft. all the officers '. who accompanied 
him, an unhappy victim to the difobe-
dience of the. orders of his fovereign. 

Joinville and ieveral brave cavaliers had 
taken refuge in a ruined houfe, from whence 
they ..courageoufly defended themfelves 
againft an hoft of enemies. In fpite of 
their bravery, however, they had fco pro-
fpect of efcaping death. The greatelt part 
of them were dangeroully wounded. In1^1 

this imminent danger, Erart de Severey, 
who had received a ftroke of a fabre on 
his face, and who was lofing all his blood, 
faid to them; " Chevaliers, if you will 
" allure me that myfelf and my defcendants 
" (ball be free from any blemifh, I will 
" go and demand the affiftance' of the 
" Comte of Anjou, whom I fee there in 
" the plain." They all concurred in beftow-
ingeulogiums on his refolution. He mounts 
his horfe, pages through the enemy's fqua-
drons, reaches the prince, who no fooner 

E e 4 < heard 



heard his report, than he turned his horfe, 
and flew to relieve Joinville and his troop. 
They owed their lives to this Seignior, full 
of honour, who, on the point of dying, was 
afraid of carrying into the tomb with him 
the fhame of abandoning his companions, 
although he only quitted them for the pur-
pole of obtaining affiftance. 

The main body of the army commanded 
by St. Lewis advanced into the plain, and 
fuftained the fhock of all the Turkifti and 
Arabian cavalry. The prince, mounted on 
a beautiful horfe, appeared like a hero in 
the midft of his fquadrons. His head was 
covered with a gilded helmet. He bore 
in his hand a German fword. A l l his 
arms were fplendid. The firmnefs he dis
played in the midft of carnage animated 
his warriors. The French and the Egyp
tians were fo clofely engaged, that they 
could only make ufe of the club, the battle-
axe, and the fabre. Whilft he was check
ing the elite of the enemy's cavalry, John 
de Valery advifed him to fall back to the 
right, towards the river, that he might 
receive fuccour from the duke of Burgun-

dj, 



dy, and avoid being furrounded. His 
generals, whom he confulted, approved of 
this advice. Orders were immediately 
given to the officer who bore the royal 
ftandard, to turn towards the canal. This 
movement expofed the advanced troops. 
Scarcely had he fallen back a few paces be
fore the Count of Poitiers, and the Duke 
of Flanders fent to inform the king that 
they were loft if he did not return, and 
give them time to rejoin him. He halt
ed. At this very inftant Hymbert de 
Beaujeu came to acquaint him that the 
Comte d'Artois, furrounded by enemies, 
was ftill defending himfelf in a houfe at 
Manfoura, but that his death was ine
vitable without immediate fuccour. " Go," 
fays the king to him, " I will follow you." 
In an inftant the Conftable, Joinville, and 
fome cavaliers detach themfelves, and fly 
towards the town. They had fcarcely got a 
quarter of a league, before a large body of 
the enemy, throwing themfelves between 
them and Saint Lewis, prevented them 
from paffing any further. Joinville feeing 
-that it was impoftiblc either- to join the 

corps 



corps in' battle, or to penetrate to Man
foura, where the Turks were matters, pro-
pofed to the Conftable to take .poffeffion of 
a bridge over a Jarge rivulet, to prevent 
the;enemy from attacking the French in 
the rear. Hymbert de B̂ eaujeu accepted 
the offer, and fix cavaliers amade it a point 
of duty to hinder the enemy from palling 
i t . , , Whilft they guarded the end of the 
bridge, the different corps of the. Chriftian 
army feparated, and, furrounded by the 
Mahometans, were roughly preffed to
wards the canal. A great number of cava
liers, thinking all was loft, threw them
felves into it ; but their horfes, fatigued, 
could not reach the oppofite fide. In an 
inftant the waters were covered with arms 
and drowned cavaliers. ' St. Lewis was 
in danger of his life. His troops had 
abandoned him.. Six Turks, laying hold 
of his bridle, were leading him off a pri-
foner. This perilous fituation did not 
affect his Courage ; on the contrary, col
lecting his ftrength, and making a fkilful 
ufe of his excellent arms, he himfelf laid 
low thefe fix enemies. This heroic 

action 



action ilopped the , fugitives. They were 
afhamed of abandoning a king who de
fended himfelf .with fb much bravery 
His knights returned in crowds around 
him, and as if this prodigy had given them 
frefh valour, they renewed the combat 
with fury, .and repulfed the conquerors. 

During thefe tranfactions, Joinvdle and 
the Conftable kept their.poft, and presently 
Count Peter of Britany arrived f i o m Man
foura, his face covered with blood, with 
a fquadion, the greateft part .of which, 
both officers and f ddiers, - were dange-
rou fly wounded. . The Turks were in clofe 
purfuit of them. Hymbert de . Beaujeu 
and his little troop flew to meet them, 
and refcued their friends. Joinville in
vited the count of Soiffons, his coulin, to 
remain with him to guard the bridge, 
and prevent the Mahomet ins from attack-' 
ing.the French rear. This brave knight 
accepted the pr-pofal, and the Conftable, 
finding them determined to guard that 
important poil, went in fearch of a rein
forcement. Peter de Neville,' furnamed 
Cayct, joined them. Tiide three "cava
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liers, with refted fpears, and covered with 
their bucklers, defended this palfage 
againft every enemy who tried to force 
it. 

Before them were two valiant guards 
of the king, called William de Boon, and 
John de Gamaches, whom the Turks 
could not oblige to retreat an inch. The 
arms of thefe generous warriors were co
vered with darts. Peter de Neville re
ceived there a wound on the head with a 
club, Joinville was wounded with five 
fpears, and his horfe with fifteen. Whilft 
they were thus expofed to a thoufand perils, 
the count of Soiflbns, who was a ftranger 
to fear, faid jocularly to Joinville, " Se-
*» nefchal, let us laugh at the fhouts of 
** that mob; by the coif of God; (that 
«« was his favourite oath) we fhall ftill 
*' talk of this day's work in the chambers 
*f of the ladies." This trait proves that 
gallantry was at all times the companion 
of French bravery. 

The Conftable kept his word with the 
brave men he had left at the bridge. He 
brought them fuccour towards the evening, 

and 
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and they drove off the enemy. They 
went to rejoin the king, who, as well as 
his foldiers, had fought the whole day 
without taking any nourimment. Night 
was approaching, and the combatants on 
both fides retired. The Sire de Chatillon 
commanded the rear guard, and the French 
army, in poffeffion of the Egyptian camp, 
and their warlike machines, palled the 
night there. It was divided into two 
camps, one of which, guarded by the 
duke of Burgundy, was to the north of 
the canal, and the other to the fouth. 
This fatal day, which coft the Comte 
d'Artois his life, as well as a great many 
nobles, would have feen the capture of 
Manfoura, and the total defeat of the 
Egyptians, had the whole French army 
at once given battle. The Arabian writers 
themfelves agree in it(c)t but the orders 
of St. Lewis being unfortunately mifcon-

(*) M a c r i z i , who has given a good defcription of 

the expedition of St. Lewis, acknowledges that M a n 

foura would have been loft, and the Mahometans to

tally defeated, had the French attacked in a body, 

and not in fmall parties. 
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ftrucled, • all the troops were difperfed ; 
and the ad drefs of Bibans Elbondouk dart 

prevented them from again forming a 
junction. Joinville fays, that whilft he 

W as guarding the bridge, he faw many 
people of falhion take to flight full gallop; 
without being flopped by. the cries of their 
companions; but that Guion de Malvoifin, 
with a troop of cavaliers of his own blood, 
and the Comte Peter of Britany gained i m 
mortal glory, and returned honourably 
from Manfoura, where they had fignalized 
their courage. 

On the morning of that memorable 
day, a pigeon was fent off from Manfou
ra fdj, to carry to Grand Cairo the news 
of the death of Facr Eddin, and of the 

flight of the Egyptians. This letter threw 

(d) T h i s cuftom, which has fo long fubfiftcd in 

the Eaft, is at prefent abolifhed. It is not long fince 

the merchants of Syria took this method of acquaint

ing their correfpondents with the arrival of fhips. 

W h e n a veflcl arrived in the port of Alexandria, a 

pigeon was fent off, which carried the intelligence 

in five or fix hours to Aleppo. T h e caliphs of Bag

dad had* by this means eftablifhcd a rapid correfpon-

dence from Cairo to Bagdad. 

the 



the inhabitants into corifternation. The 
fugitives ftill added;to the alarm. The 
gates of the city were kept open all the night 
to receive them. Another pigeon- brought 
them the next day the account of the T u c . 
cefs of Bibars, and the Baharite flaves. 
Joy fucceeded to defpair. Mutual con
gratulations paffed in the ftreets, and there 
were public rejoicings. 

Before fun-rife the enemy was in arms, 
and made an irruption into the camp, to 
carry off their warlike implements, which 
remained in the hands of the French. The 
attack was made on the fide guarded'by 
Joinville. Hearing a cry of " to arms," 
he got up, but he, as well as his foldiers, 
were fo covered with wounds, that they 
were unable to wear either helmet or cui-
rafs. They marched, however, "againft 
the enemy, who, having forced the ad
vanced guards, were on the point of be
coming mailers of their baliftas. St. Lewis 
having fent a reinforcement, under the 
Sire de Chatillon, they drove the Egyp
tians without the palifadoes. At fome 
diftance from thence, eight Turks, well 
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armed, intrenched behind a heap of ftones, 
and well fupported by a body of cavalry, 
kept firing on the camp, and did great 
execution. Joinville determined to attack 
them in the night, and deftroy their in-
trenchment. John de Vaffey, one of his 
priefts, had lefs patience with them. He 
put on an iron hat, covered himfelf with 
a cuirafs, and hiding a large fcimitar 
under his arm, he marched towards them. 
The enemy, paying little attention to a 
fingle man, he infenfrbly approached them. 
Aa foon as Jie got near the Turks, he 
drew his fabre, fell upon them, and 
laying rfuriouily about him, put the 
whole eight to flight. This brave action 
rendered him famous throughout the 
army* 

%mran Chah had now arrived in Egypt. 
Chegeret Eddcur, whofe genius, fertile in 
refources, knew how to hold the reins of 
government in the moft arduous times, 
committed every thing to his charge. 
The new Sultan repaired to Manfoura. 
He'appwred at the head of his troops, and 
fhewed theri* the coat of arms of the Comte 
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d'Artois, alluring them that it was the 
king's. " Brave Muffulmen," added he, 
t l redouble your efforts. The enemy have 
" loft their chief. They will be no longer 
" able to withftand our valour. Let us. 
" make a general affault to-morrow. Let 
*\ us force them in their camp, and may it 
" be the laft day of the French." The-
foldiers anfwered him with loud acclama
tions, and prepared to do their duty. St, 
Lewis was informed hy% his fpits of the 
intended attack. He gave orders for each 
chieftain to arrange his battalions, atbrealc 
of day, behind the palli&do of ftakea. 
planted in the earth, to prevent the ene
my's cavalry from penetrating into the 
camp. His orders were carried into exe
cution. At fun-rife the Sultan was feen, 
mounted on a fuperb horfe, drawing up 
his troops in battle-array from the canal of 
Achmoun to the river. His cavalry were 
placed in front, and his infantry in the 
rear. Pie reinforced his lines in propor
tion to the enemy in his front. Towards 
noon, all his troops being ready tla* 
attack, he difplayed his colours, gnd found-
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ed the charge. A dreadful noife was heard 
of trumpets and kettle-drums, and the 
Egyptian army rufhed on to affault the 
French in every quarter. 

The Count of Anjou who was at the 
head of the camp on the fide of Manfou
ra, was the firft attacked. The infantry 
prefented themfelves the firft, and after 
launching their wild-fire, the cavalry pour
ed in upon him, and cutting their way 
with their fabres, penetrated the intrench-
ments. The prince fought on foot in the 
midfl of his troops, for almoft all the ca
valry had been difmounted by the unfortu
nate battle of Manfoura. The number of 
the enemy, the advantage they had of en
gaging on horfeback, the dreadful fire
works they made ufe of, threw his bat
talions into diforder. In fpite of all his 
bravery, he was in danger of being flain 
or made prifoner. This intelligence being 
brought to the king, he flew to the afiift-
ance of his brother, with the cavaliers 
who remained about him. He pufhed fo 
forward in the battle, that the bridle of 
his horfe was covered with wild-fire, and 



he himfelf narrowly efcaped being burnt. 
The Egyptians could not futtain the mock 
of this prince, and of his generous knights; 
they fell back in diforder, and abandoned 
the ground they had gained. 

Next to the Count of Anjou, were the 
the Crufaders, commanded by Guy d'lbe-
lin, and Baudouin his brother. After 
them came Gautier de Chatillon, at the 
head of his fquadron. Thefe two troops, 
filled with knights-errant, and with ex
cellent cavalry, refilled every affault of the 
enemy, and remained unfhaken in their 
poll, without retreating a fmgle lfep. 

William of Sonnac, Grand Mailer of 
the Temple, having loft in the former en
gagements, the greateft part of his knights, 
had fortified that part of the camp he 
guarded, with a double palifado. The 
Egyptians fet fire to it, and dafhing through 
the flames, made a furious attack upon 
him. The intrepid Templars, though co
vered with darts and arrows, formed an 
impenetrable rampart with their corps. 
Their Grand Mailer, who had left an eye 
at Manfoura, loll the other in^this engage -
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merit, and died of his wound. Joinville 
allures us, that behind the ftation he occu
pied, there was a large fpace fo covered 
with javelins, that one could not fee the 
ground. 

Guion Malvoifin, who commanded a 
battalion near the Templars, defended 
himfelf with fo much bravery, that the 
enemy could make no impremon. But 
this valiant chieftain was almoft deftroyed 
fcy the • wild-fire thrown at him by the 
enemy. 

Count William of Flanders had his quar
ter along the river. He received the Egyp
tians with vigour, and after glorioully repul-
fing them, paffed the palifado, and making 
a furious charge, put to flight all fuch 
as fell in his way, and killed a great 
number of them. Gautier de la Horgne 
fignalized his courage in this action, by 
the moft illuftrious deeds of valour. The 
Count of Poitiers followed William of 
Flanders. He had nothing but infantry. 
The enemy broke through them, penetrated 
the camp, and feizing on the prince, carried 
him off a prifoner. At fight of this, the 

women 
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women and butchers fet up a fhout; and 
arming themfelves with axes, fell upon the 
victors, drove them out of the trenches, 
and retook the brother of the king. 
Jocerant de Brancion, one of the moft va

liant knights in the French army, defended 
the part of the camp, which reach
ed to the canal. A l l his party were foot 
foldiers. He alone was on horfeback. 
The Arabs frequently fucceeded in forcing 
them; but this brave commander, ruining 
on them fabre in hand, put them to rout, 
and rallied his forces. He muft how
ever, have fallen, with every man un
der his command, had not Henry de Bri-
enne, who was in the duke of Burgundy's 
camp, made his men (hoot their crofs-bows 
againft the enemy acrofs the branch of the 
river, every time they renewed their attack. 
Jocerant de Brancion had been in lix-and-
thirty battles, and engagements, in which 
he had been victorious. He received in 
this action, which was not the leaft glori
ous of his life, a great number of wounds, 
of which he died. 

F f 3 Night 



Night feparated the combatants. The 
king afTembled his Barons the next day, to 
confole them for their loffes, and to excite 
their conff ancy. " Seigniors, faid he, let 
«« us return thanks to heaven, and be of 
'« good heart; we have paffed one river, 
t l driven the enemy from their camp, and 
" withftood, without cavalry, the whole 
«' power of the Sultan of Egypt." 3bu* 
ran Chah in fact, difcouraged by fo obfti-
nate a refiftance, defpaired of forcing the 
French in their camp, and he determined 
to ftarve them out. Their army enjoyed 
all the proviiions ftored up at Damietta. 
The little fleet they had on the river fe-
cured their convoys, and procured them 
abundance. The king of Egypt imagined 
that if he could fucceed in cutting off all 
communication between the camp and 
Damietta, he fhould get poffeffion of thofe 
by famine whom he could not conquer. 
From that moment he put every manoeuvre 
in r^g£tice, to carry bis project into execu
tion. Flaying collected a great number 
of boats, he made them be taken to pieces, 

and 
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and conveyed on camels near to the canal 
of Mehalle'('eJ'. They were concealed i n 
a place proper for an ambufcade. 

The French fleet was coming up the 
river in perfect fecurity, and conveying the 
cuflomary fupply of provifions for the 
camp. When it came near the ifle where 
the Sultan's galleys were concealed, the 
Egyptians came fuddenly upon them, 
and furprifed their enemies. They at
tacked them furioufly, furrounded them, 
flew about a thoufand foldiers, and 
took fifty large boats laden with pro
vifions. From that day the Egyptians 

(e) Abulfeda informs us that there are feveral towns 

and villages in Egypt which have the name of Mehal

le. That in queftion is three leagues lower than 

Manfoura. Here is a fmall canal, the opening of 

which is concealed by an ifland. This place appears 

well calculated for an ambufcade. In the edition of 

Joinville, printed at the Louvre, there is a note at the 

bottom of the page where Macriz i fpeaks of Mehalle, 
a n d it is thought to point out Mehalle Kebire, the 

capital of one of the provinces of the Delta. T h i s is 

a miftake. That town is fituated fijc leaguiwabove 

Manfoura. T o enable a fleet ftationed in that place 

to prevent the French veflets from reaching their camp, 

their provifions muft have come from Upper Egypt. 

F f 4 became 



became matters of the river, and the com
munication between the camp and Dami
etta was interrupted. Want foon began 
to make its appearance, and difeafe, its ter
rible companion, followed immediately 
upon it. The wounded perifbed for want 
of nourishment. The dead bodies, which 
filled the river and the canal, infected the 
air. A dreadful epidemic diforder fpread 
throughout the army. Few of thofe 
who were attacked with it efcaped death. 
Their flefh dried up; their livid ikins 
were covered with black fpots; their gums 
fwelled fo prodigioufly, that they could no 
longer take any food; thefe fungous 
excrefcences were obliged to be cut off. 
The unfortunate perfons who underwent 
this operation, made the molt lamentable 
cries. Such was the appearance of an army 
fo flourifliing at its firlt entrance into 
Egypt. Arabian authors agree with Join
ville in giving us a frightful picture of the 
deplorable condition of the French, fur
rounded by enemies, and a prey to all the 
horrors of famine and difeafe. 

On 



On the 7th of March 1250, the veffels 
which remained at Damietta made a frefh 
attempt to fupply the army with provifions. 
They were all taken, except one, belong, 
ing to the Count of Flanders, which de
fended itfelf fo bravely, that the Egyptians 
were repulfed, and the velfel arrived fife at 
the camp. The defeat of the two fleets 
was confirmed, as well as the impoflibility 
of receiving fuccours from Damietta, on 
account of the enemy, who covered the 
river with their galleys. This intelligence 
threw the French into conlfernation, and 
added to the evils with which they were 
already overwhelmed. Saint Lewis, con
futing his Barons, refolved to pafs his 
army to the fame fide with the Duke of 
Burgundy, by the wooden bridge thrown 
over between the two camps. To hinder 
the enemy from profiting by this move
ment, a wall was built at fome diftance 
from the end of the bridge, and the troops 
filed along the fide of it. The baggage 
was fent off firft; next followed the King 
and his corps. Gautier de Chatillon com
manded the rear-guard. The whole Egyp

tian 



tian army fell upon him. The firmnefs 
with which he received them, checked 
their impetuofity. Frelh enemies conti
nued to fucceed each other, and a part of 
the army prelfed between the wall and the 
canal, covered with wild-fire, and with 
darts, was on the point of deftruction. 
It was faved by the dittinguifhed valour of 
the Count of Anjou, who drove off the 
Egyptians. Geoffroy de Muffemburg, who 
fought by his fide, fignalized himfelf by 
the molt heroic actions, and merited the 
palm of that day's battle. 

The French, encamped behind the canal 
of Achmoun, were now fecure againft the 
fword of the enemy, but not againft famine 
and contagion. St. Lewis himfelf paid 
a tribute to thefe misfortunes, with the 
reft of his ibldiers. The camp became 
every day a vaft churchyard, where death 
marked out his victims. In thefe dreadful 
circumftances, nothing but a truce could 
fave the remains of his army. He pro-
pofed one to the Sultan. Minifters were 
named reflectively on each fide. The king 

of 



of France offered to reftore Damietta (f) 
on condition that the places taken from 
them in Syria mould be given back to the 

(/) In the year 1218, the crufaders attacked Dami

etta, and took it after a fiege of fixteen months. Sultan 

Melek cl Kamcl withdrew to the diftance of two days 

journey from the town, and encamped at the angle 

formed by the branch of Achmoun with the Ni le , at 

the fpot where Manfoura ftands. The crufado princes 

followed him, and pitched their camp on the oppolite 

bank, in front of the Egyptians. The communication 

between the army and Damietta being cut off, the E u 

ropeans offered to reftore that town, on condition 

that Jerufalem, Afcalon, and Tiberias fhould be ceded 

to them. This propofition was rejected. The Sultan 

made a cut from the N i l e , then at its greateft height, 

and overflowed the enemy's camp. They were up to 

their middle in water, and had they not made their 

retreat by a caufeway, the whole army muft have been 

drowned. Melek el Kamel threw bridges over the canal 

of Achmoun, and pafTed troops over, who took poflef-

fion of the dyke. The crufaders burnt their tents, and 

warlike implements, and attempted to take the route of 

Damietta, but it was impoflible for them to advance. 

They offered to furrender that town j and peace was 

concluded on that condition in the year 1221. Ma-

<ri-z.i, hi/lory of the Arab Dynafties. 

Saint Lewis was encamped on the fame fpot with the 

crufaders ; he offered the fame terms, but underwent a 

more cruel fate than they did. 

knights 



knights of Jerufalem. The two parties 
not agreeing, the conferences were broken 
off". One only refource now remain
ed for the French, which was to get 
back to Damietta. The night of Tuefday 
the 5th of April was made choice of for 
the flight. Saint Lewis recommended 
ffrongly to his brothers and the engineers 
to cut the cables which held the bridge 
fufpended over the canal of Achmoun. 
When the earth was covered with dark-
nefs, the troops began their march to
wards Damietta. Such as were prevented 
by illnefs from going on foot, or bearing 
the motion of a horfe, got into boats, and 
fell down the river. Joinville was of the 
number. Saint Lewis, though weakened 
by the dyfentery, would neither abandon 
his troops, nor be amongft the firft who 
took to flight. He potted himfelf, on the 
contrary, in the rear-guard, commanded by 
Gautier de Chatillon. Of all his officers, 
Geoffrey de Segines was the only one who 
itayed faithfully by him, and who never 
abandoned him in this poft of danger. 

The 



The Egyptians perceiving at break of 
day that the army had decamped, flew in 
purfuit of them. Notwithftanding the 
precife orders of St. Lewis, the bridge was 
not cut down. They pafled it without 
difficulty, and the cavalry going full fpeed, 
came up with the French at Farefcour. 
The firft attack fell upon the rear. Geof-
froy de Segines defended his king with an 
admirable intrepidity. He repulfed with 
violent blows of club and fword, all fuch 
as approached him. He conducted the 
king into a houfe in the village, where fa
tigue and difeafe made him faint away in 
the arms of a woman of Paris. On coming 
to himfelf, he had the confolation to hear 
that about five hundred knights, collected 
about his perfon, were valiantly defending 
him againft the whole forces of the Sul
tan. They were defperately engaged at 
the entrance of the village. The French, 
animated by the defire of faving (g) a 

prince 

(i) Joinville and the Arabian authors agree, that 

the king, by taking flight, might have faved himfelf 

at Damietta. It certainly would have been the moft 

pruJent 



prince they adored, performed prodigies of 
valour, and were difputing the victory with 
the enemy. In the midft of the (hock of 
battle, a traitor, of the name of Marcel, 
cried out with a loud voice: " M y 
" lords knights, furrender, the king com-
" mands you. Let not your obftinacy 
« occafion him to perifti." On thefe words 
they laid down their arms. The king, his 
brother, and all the army were made pri-
foners. Whilft thefe tranfa&ions were 
going on, Gautier de Chatillon alone de
fended a narrow ftreet againft whole tor
rents of the enemy. He was armed from 
head to foot, and mounted on a good horfe. 
He grafped a tremendous fword, and when 
the Egyptians appeared, he flew to meet 
them, crying: Chatillon, Chevalier, where 

are my brave fellows ? When he had 

overthrown thole in front, he turned his 
bridle, and fell upon the others, who were 
coming to attack him in the rear. He flew a 

prudent ftep. but that generous prince would never 

content to .̂ ve fo many brave men expofed to the 

chains of the enemy; and his courage made him prefer 

the poft of danger. 

great 



great number of the enemy; but covered 
with arrows, fpent with fatigue, and lofs 
of blood, he fell at length, and they cut of? 
his head. 

The king and all the prifoners were con
ducted to Manlbura. Thofe who were 
on board the veffels had no better fortune. 
They fell into the hands of the enemy, 
who drowned a part of them in the river. 
Joinville only efcaped death by a fort of 
miracle. He was fo weak that he could 
hardly ffand. The Egyptians were going 
to cut off* his head, but a generous Arab 
took pity on him, and taking him in his 
arms, cried out with all his might: He is 
the coufn of the king. He is the coufin of 

the king. Thefe words faved his life, and 
he was conducted with feveral noblemen 
to Manfoura. Raoul de Wanon, who was 
in the fame boat, having been hamfirung 
in the former engagements, could not ffand 
upon his legs. An old Arab took com
panion on him, and lifting him on his 
neck, carried him to the neceffary every 
time he had occafion to go thither. 

Touran 



Touran Chah fent fifty dreffes to the king 
and to the noblemen who were prifoners. 
They put them on, but St. Lewis refufed 
to wear them, faying haughtily, that he 
was fovereign of a country as great as 
Egypt, and that it was unworthy of him 
to wear the clothes of another fovereign. 
The Sultan having prepared a great enter
tainment, invited him to i t ; but this prince 
was equally inflexible on that occalion, and 
did not conceal his fufpicion, that he dif
covered through the pretended politenefs 
of the Sultan, the defire he had of making 
a fhew of him to his army. 

Ten thoufand Frenchmen were in chains. 
So great a number embarrafled Tour an 
Chah. This cruel prince ordered three or 
four hundred of them out of prifon every 
night, and Seif Eddin, as cruel a minifler 
of his vengeance, cut off the heads of all 
thofe who refufed to embrace Mahometifm. 

Peter of Britany was nominated to treat 
for the deliverance of St. Lewis and fome 
other prifoners. The Egyptians demanded 
Damietta, and all the places in Syria. 
This latter article being reje&ed, the 

Malic.-
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Mahometans broke off the conferences 
and tried to obtain by fear what was re
fufed them. They fent a number of armed 
men into the houfe where St. Lewis and 
his brothers were kept, who, flourishing 
their fabres, threatened to cut off their 
heads. Thefe menaces producing no effect 
on a prince whofe exalted mind was fupe-
rior to adverfity, and whom nothing was 
capable of driving to injuffice, the nego-
ciations were renewed. The Egyptians 
demanded 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 befants of gold fhj, 

and the reftitution of Damietta, for the 
deliverance of the king and all the pri
foners. St. Lewis faid, that he confented, 
provided the queen approved of it. The 
Mahometans expreffing their furprife at 
this claufe of the treaty, he added ; " The 
" queen is my mijirefs, and I cannot take 

" this Jiep without her confent." Touran 

Chah, aflonifhed that the king fhould 
without hefitation have granted fo confi-
derable a fum, was defirous of appearing 
generous, and declared, that he gave up 
1 0 0 , 0 0 0 livres of the ranfom. The 

(h) 500,000 Pariiian livres. 
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two parties being agreed, and oaths mutu
ally exchanged, the Sultan gave orders for 
the embarkation of the princes, and the 
prifoners in four large veifels for Damietta. 

Whilft the articles were preparing, Join
ville and feveral noblemen, who were con
fined in a diftant tent, faw a troop of 
young men enter, armed with fcimitars, 
and an old man at their head ; after the 
bloody executions that took place every 
night, they naturally imagined they were 
the minifiers of death, and thought all was 
over. The old man afked them in a fe-
rious tone of voice, if they believed in one 
God, who had died, and arifen for them 
from the dead. We believe in him," 
they replied : ** Well then," faid the old 
man, *' do not be difcouraged, for your 
t c fufferings for him do not equal his fuf-
" ferings for you. If he had the power 
*' himfelf of rifing from the'dead, be con-
" fident that he will deliver you in his 
'* own good time." The old man faying 
thefe words, withdrew. Thefe words 
conveyed aftonifhment into their minds, 
and infpired all their hearts with courage. 

Shortly 



Shortly after they had the news of the con, 
clufion of the treaty, which reftored them 
to their liberty. 

Touran Chah had brought with him 
from Diarbekir, about fifty courtiers, who 
pofleffed all his confidence. On mounting 
the throne of Egypt, he had fignalized the 
commencement of his reign by difplacing 
his father's old fervants, and by exalting 
his own favourites. The former, who had 
rifen to the great offices of the ftate by 
real fervices, were If ripped in a moment, 
and the mofl important employments were 
rilled by upftarts. This flagrant injuftice 
exafperated the minds of the great men, and 
of the army. The young Sultan did not 
confine his bad-policy to this inflance. It 
was to the Baharite flaves he was indebted 
for the victory at Manfoura, and the defeat 
of the French. Far from rewarding them, 
and of attaching to himfelf, by his bounty, 
a corps formed by Nejm Eddin, and formi
dable from its reputation and its valour, 
he defpoiled them of their employments, 
and gave them to underffand, by his lan
guage, that it was his intention to abolifh 
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them. Indignation was the fruit of this 
imprudent conduct. Hatred took deep 
root in their minds, and the thirft of ven
geance waited only for the moment of gra
tification. Tour an Chah foon gave them 
the opportunity. During the negociations 
he retired to Farefcour, the theatre of his 
victory. He had built a wooden tower on 
the bank of the river, and prepared magni
ficent tents to encamp in, until the refti-
tution of Damietta. Intoxicated with fuc-
cefs, and the adulations of his flatterers, he 
gave himfelf up to his talfe for debauchery, 
and abandoned himfelf to every fpecies of 
voluptuoufnefs. Gold runs, like water, 
through the hands of a debauched mo
narch. His cxpences became exceflive; 
to fuppjy his pleafures he had the prefum-
tion to call Cbegeret Eddour to account 
for the treafures ot his father, and threat
ened her with vengeance if fhe delayed the 
matter. This ambitious woman faw that fhe 
was undone if flie did not fruftrate the delign 
of the tyrant. She addreflld herfelf to the 
chiefs of the Baharite flaves, reprefented 
to them the fervices fhe had rendered the 

monarchy 
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monarchy in times of the greateft danger, 
the favour fhe had always (hewn them, and 
the ingratitude of Totiran Cbab. She con
cluded by imploring their protection againft 
a king, who had vowed an eternal hatred 
againft the friends of Nejm Eddm. No
thing more was neceffary to irritate the Ba-
harites, already too much difpofed to ven
geance. They promifed her fatisfaction, 
and vowed the death of the Sultan. The 
very fame day, Bibars Elbondouk Dart, 
having gained the attendants on his perfon, 
entered the tent, where he was at table, 
and made a blow with a fabre at him, 
which would have taken off his head, had 
he not parried it with h i 3 hand. The 
prince's fingers were cut off. He fled 
precipitately to a tower on the banks of 
the Nile, and fhut the gate. The affaffins 
purfued him, and the French whom the 
Egyptians were conducting to Damietta, 
being obliged to flop at that place, were 
witneffes to a fcene of horror. The mur
derers, feeing that they could not enter 
the tower, fet fire to it. Touran Cbab in 
vain cried out, that he abdicated the em-

G g 3 pire, 



pire; and that he only wifhed to return to 
Diarbekir; they fhut their ears againft his 
cries and lamentations. The flames having 
furrounded him, he threw himfelf from 
the top of the tower. A nail held him 
by his cloak, and he remained fufpended. 
The barbarians rufhed upon him, cut him 
in pieces with their fabres, and threw him 
into the water near Jcinville's boat. A l l 
the Egyptian army beheld this horrid fpec
tacle without taking any ftep to favc their 
king, to fuch a degree had his imprudent 
conduct exafperated their minds. Thus 
miferably perifhed the laft fovereign of the 
family of the Aioubites, eftablifhed in 
Egypt by Salah Eddin. 

After the maffacre of Touran Chah, the 
Sultana Chegcret Eddour was proclaimed 
Queen of Egypt. She was the firft female 
flave who had reigned in that country du
ring the government of the Arabs. This 
Princefs was of Turkifh, others fay of A r 
menian extraction. Nejm Eddin, who had 
purchafed her, was fo paflionately fond of 
her> that he never quitted her, and took her 
with him when he vent to war. Money 

was 



was coined in her name, and the E m i r 

Azcd Eddin Aibeb, the Turcoman, was 

named generaliflirno of the troops fjjk 

The aflarTins entered the veffel the 
French prifoners were on board of, and he 

(i) Ckcgerct Eddour, after reigning three months, 

married him, and refigncd the fovereign power in his 

favour. He was the firft fovereign of the dynafty 

the Baharites. After a feven years reign, the Sultana 

feeing that he was tired of only poflefling the title 

of king, whilft fhe enjoyed the power, and that 

he thought of other amours, had him afTaffinatcd, 

though he had repudiated a wife he loved, to plcafe 

her. Nour Eddin, fon of that unhappy marriage, 

conceived a violent hatred againft Chegeret Eddour. 

By dint of money he bribed her women, and got 

them to deftroy her. Her body, thrown naked into 

a ditch, lay there three days without burial, and 

was at length placed in the tomb fhe had prepared 

for herfelf. Nour Eddin, the fecond Baharite Sul

tan, was atfaffinated at the end of two years. Bibars 

fucceeded him, and reigned glorioufly for feventeen 

years. Echrcf Hagi, the laft of the Baharite flaves, 

who mounted the throne of Egypt, voluntarily ab

dicated royalty. Barkouk, who reigned after him, 

began the dynafty of the Mamaluha, or Circaffian 

flaves, who governed Egypt for ill years, under 

22 kings. The laft was Tomam Bey, hanged by 

Sultan Selim at one of the gates of Cairo. 
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who had put an end to Touran Chah, and 

whofe hand was ftill reeking with his 
blood, faid to St. Lewis, " What wil l 
*•« you give me, for having difpatched your 
4 t enemy ?" The king made no anfwer. 
Several of thefe villains, fabre in hand, 
leaped into the galley where Joinville was, 
with a great many noblemen, and flou-
rifhing their fcimitars, talked of cutting 
off their heads. Thefe knights, terrified 
with the fpectacle they had juft beheld, 
expected nothing but death 3 and, as p i 
ous as they were brave, falling down 
on their knees before a brother of the 
Trinity, inflantly confeffed themfelves. 
The crowd being very great, and the 
prieft not able to hear them at once, 
Guy d'Ybelin, conftable of Cyprus, con
feffed himfelf to Joinville, who faid to 
him with an admirable naivete I abfohe 
you with ail the power that God has given 

me. It was thus that Bayard, the knight 
without fear and without reproach, when 
mortally wounded, confeffed himfelf to 
his fquire, at the foot of an oak-tree. 
Thefe noblemen, however, efcaped with 

being 



being thrown promifcuoufly into the hold, 
where fuffering under illnefs, they paffed 
a cruel night in expectation of a (till 
more dreadful fate; for they were fully 
perfuaded that they (hould never get out 
of this horrible dungeon, except to be led 
to execution. 

Abou Alt being appointed to treat of 
an accommodation with the king of 
France, after many debates, the ancient 
conventions were confirmed. Jt was fli-
pulated that St. Lewis fhould pay down 
before he quitted the Nile, 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 li
vres for his ranfom, and that of his fub-
jects 5 that he fhould evacuate Damietta, 
and that the remainder of the ium (hould 
be paid in the town of Acra. After thefe 
oaths had been mutually taken, the French 
noblemen were releafed from their dread
ful captivity, and hope once more ftepped 
in to foothe their misfortunes. 

The difgrace of the king, however, and 
of his whole army, having reached the 
ears of the queen, fhe was overwhelmed 
with grief. She was then far advanced in 
her pregnancy, and this news was an

nounced 



nounced to her three days before her 
delivery. Her terrified imagination re-
prefented the enemy as already at the 
gates of Damietta. She thought (he faw 
them enter the town, and fpread fire 
and blood in every quarter. Her agita
tions became fo violent, that (he was 
thought to be at the point of death. 
An aged knight, of near fourfcore years 
old, ferved as her ufher, and never quit
ted her night and day. This unhappy 
princefs (farted up in the midi\ of her 
(lumber, imagining the barbarians were 
entering her apartment. The old cheva
lier, who held her hand when (he was 
afleep, fqueezed it, and faid to her, " M a 
dam, fear nothing, you are in fafety." 
A moment after (lie had clofed her eyes, 
me again awakened, making the molt 
frightful cries. The grave ufher again 
comforted her. To relieve herfelf at length 
from thefe cruel alarms, the queen made 
all her attendants leave the apartment, ex
cept her guardian; then throwing herfelf 
on her knees, (he faid to him, " Cheva-
** lier, promife me to grant the favour L 

" am 



<c am about to afk you He promifed, 
and (lie continued; " I conjure you by 
" the facred promife you have made me, 
" if the Saracens take this town, to cut off* 
" my head, before they can lay hold of 
rt me." " Madam, replied the Chevalier, 
" be affured that I will cheerfully obey 
u you. I had already thought of it, 
" and was determined to take your life, 
K t rather than let you fall into their 
" hands." This anfwer calmed the 
queen. 

The day after this affecting fcene, fhe 
lay-in of a fon, who was called John Trif-
tan, from the melancholy circumffances 
in which he was born. News was brought 
her the fame day, that the Genoefe, and the 
Pifans, who were in the pay of France, with 
the people of the country, were difpofed 
to take to flight, and abandon Damietta. 
Thisprincefs fent for their leaders to her bed-
fide, and faid to them with tears in her eyes, 
u Seigniors, for the love of God, do not 
" leave this town. The lofs of it would 

occafion that of the king and the whole 
w army. Take pity on this poor infant 

" you 



<f you fee lying by my fide." The chiefs 
reprefenting to her that they were dying 
with hunger, me immediately gave orders 
to purchafe all the provifions in the town, 
and difmiffed them with afTurances, that 
from that day they fhould be fed at the 
king's expence. Thus did this coura
geous princefs fave Damietta, the laft re
maining refource of the French. 

The veffels in which were St. Lewis 
and the other prifoners being arrived near 
the bridge of Damietta, the King fent for 
the Queen and the Princeffes on board. 
A l l the Fiench quitted the town at the 
appointed time, and embarked in diffe
rent veffels. The Egyptians entered it. 
Thefe barbarians getting drunk, inhuman
ly murdered the lick, whom they had en
gaged by treaty to take care of until they 
were fent for from Acra. Thefe firft 
breaches of faith did not indicate a very ho
nourable difpolition on their part. A vio
lent difpute had, in fact, arifen amongft 
them. Some were for killing the king, 
and all the prifoners. Others infilled on 
letting them go, according to the conven

tion, 



tion, adding, that by violating their oaths, 
the Egyptians would be ftigmatized as the 
moft infamous people in the univerfe. The 
conteft grew warm, and a whole day palled 
in that ftate of indecifion. Whilft thefe de
bates lafted, they made the boats go up the 
river with the unhappy captives a league 
above Damietta, and they did not conceal 
from them the intention of cutting off their 
heads. At length, Aibeh, the Turcoman, 
who expected to fhare with the Baharite 
flaves (k) the two hundred thoufand livres, 
which were to be paid at Acra, drew his 
fabre, and vowed that he would never fuf-
fer them thus to violate the faith of trea
ties. This declaration terminated the dif-
pute, and they agreed to fet the French 
at liberty. 

Whilft the Egyptians were meditating 
fo abominable an outrage, St. Lewis was 

(k) From the confefiion of the Arabian hiftorians 

themfelves, it is certain that the fear alone of lofins 

the fum to be paid at Acra, proved the fafety of the 

king, and all the French ; and that the barbarians, 

who had juft dipped their hands in the blood oiTouran 

Chah, would not have fpared one of their enemies, had 

they not found that fuch a meafure would be incon-

fiftent with their intcreft. 

in 



in great anger with a nobleman for faying 
that they had cheated the Egyptians of ten 
thoufand livres, in paying them the pro^ 
mifed fum, and ordered them to be reftor-
ed, although they had already broken 
through a part of their engagement. 

The conditions agreed on being recipro .̂ 
cally fulfilled, St. Lewis, his brothers and 
his wife, embarked for Acra in the year 
1250, eleven months and twelve days af
ter the capture of Damietta. 

The following is the portrait given of 
St. Lewis, by Gemot Eddin, an Arabian 
hidorian. " This prince had a handfome 
C f face. He had underftanding, courage, 
M and religion. His good qualities pro-? 
«' cured him the veneration of the Chrifti-
" ans, who placed in him an unbounded 
M confidence: He might have efcaped out 
'< of the hands of the Egyptians, by taking 
*f flight either in a boat, or on horfeback ; 
" but this generous king never wotild aban̂ -
** don his troops." 

L E T -



L E T T E R X X V I . 

T o M r . L . M . 

bmt Mmuci fiorn IUOY"* 

Grand Cairo, 2d of February, 1779. 

J H A V E laid before you, Sir, the de
fcription of Lower Egypt, geographi

cal and hifforical details on the principal 
towns, and the parallel of the ancient and 
modern manners of its inhabitants ; it re
mains for me to give you an account of the 
commerce of this country, its lingular go
vernment, the revolutions which have hap
pened before my eyes, and the wonders of 
Upper Egypt. Thefe objects will form a 

future volume. You exhort me to publifh 
it as foon as pofiible, and engage for its 
fuccefs; but friendfhip is indulgent, and 
the public fevere. Suffer me to wait its 
decifion on the firft part of thefe letters, 
before I venture to expofe the fequel to 
its cenfure. Should this work not meet 
with a favourable reception, I have writ

ten 



ten too much, and i f it be honoured with 
the good opinion of the public, I {hall con
tinue it with, redoubled ardour. 

I have the honour to be, with refpeft, 
S I R , 

Your mofl: humble and 

mofl obedient fervant, 

S A V A R Y . 

L E T -
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L E T T E R X X V I I . 

R O U T E F R O M O L D C A I R O TO T A M I E H - , 

I N T H E P R O V I N C E OF F A I O U M . 

Departure from Fofiat, in the month of No

vember. Defcription of the Mofque called 

Athar Ennabi. Refections on the pilgri
mage made to this place. State of the 

plain of Egypt at this feafon of the year. 

Refections on the pyramids compared with 

the tomb of Maufoleus, and the Morral 

in Otaheite. Account of the plain of the 

Mummies 9 of the fin t-fones of Egypt, and 

o/Dachhour, anciently Achantus. Arri* 
vat at Tamieh hi Faioum. 

T o M r . L . M . 

Grand Cairo. 

Y O U allure me, Sir, that the public have 
given a favourable reception to the let

ters I addrelTed you, and you defire me to 
furnifh you with the remainder. You are 
delirous, after having given you the de
fcription of the Lower, that I fhould ferve 

V O L . I . H h you 



you as a guide in the Upper Egypt. You 
wim to furvey with me that boafted 
country, whofe antiquities Alexander, 
Julius Cacfar, Adrian, Severus, and fo ma
ny other monarchs, went exprefsly to ad
mire. I give way to your defire, and fhall 
endeavour to prove mylelf worthy of your 
confidence. But recoiled:, that inftead of 
thefe Egyptians, celebrated for their wifdorh, • 
and their knowledge, you will now only be
hold a nation plunged in the profoundefl ig
norance. Remember that in place of famous 
edifices you will often meet with ruins, 
or decayed hamlets. The contrail is fo 
ftriking, that if all the great works of 
ancient Fgypt had perifhed, like thofe of 
many other nations, her glory would have 
been buried with them. Yes, Sir, i f this 
country, peopled at this day by Turks and 
Arabs, were totally defpoiled of her won
ders, fhe would be regarded as the coun
try of Fairies, embellifhed by the bril
liant pencil of the Greeks. But the pride 
of doubt is humbled before the unfhaken 
mafs of pyramids; and the curious ob-
ferver, who, not content with meafuring 

their 
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their height, attends to the fecret of the 
paffages, and confiders the means which 
art has put in practice, to prevent them 
from being entered, cannot help admiring 
this effort of human genius, nor refufe 
his tribute of admiration. We are now 
about to contemplate labours not lefs 
furprifing ; and as the conflru&ion of 
many of them united with the grandeur 
of the enterprize the happinefs of the 
people, they have an additional claim on 
your curiofity. 

We are now in the month of November, 
the mofl favourable moment for afcending 
into the Said fa). The heat is moderate, 
and the canals being now full, afford us 
the opportunity of navigating into the in
terior parts of the country. Let us em
bark then on this river, which, in its 
numerous windings, fertilizes, for two 
hundred leagues, this valley, where princes 
and men of learning, for near three thou
fand years, have gone to admire the ruins 

(a) T h e Arabs call all Upper Egypt by the name of 

the Said, from Old Cairo to Aflbuan, or Sienna. 
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of a people, who ftrove to imprefs upon 
their works the ftamp of immortality. 

We quit the port of Old Cairo. The 
north wind puihes us againft the rapidity 
of the current. The waters have fubfided 
from the foot of the hills. The low 
grounds are ftill overflowed. But the 
majeftic Nile re-enters gradually his bed. 
Verdure and the harvefts tread clofe upon 
his footfteps, and occupy the place he has 
abandoned. Here they are bufy in fowing 
cucumbers, and water-melons. There 
the labourer prepares the foil with the 
plough, gently furrowing the furface with 
the plough-lhare. The oxen draw it along 
without difficulty, conducted by a fingle 
man. Near the mountains, where the 
ground is higher, the corn and the dourra 
already begin to ftiew themfelves. 

We pafs before Geziret-Dabab, the 
golden Illand, which prefents us with a 
meadow, covered with flocks, and a fmall 
village. On the left we leave the great 
mofque of Atar Ennabi, fituated on the 
banks of the river. This temple, much 
frequented by the inhabitants of Cairo, is 

the 



the object of a famous pilgrimage. i t 
poffeffes a ftone, whereon the muffulmen 
imagine they perceive the impreffion of one 
of the feet of Mahomet. Hence they have 
named it Atar Ennabi, the veftiges of the 
prophet. The Scheik, who officiates at 
the place, takes great care to confirm this 
pious belief, and to publifh the miracles 
which are there produced. As all his 
riches confift in this pretended relick, he 
preferves it with a fcrupulous attention. 
It is covered with a rich veil, which he 
lifts up to gratify devotees, from whom 
he expects a trifling prefent. The follow
ing account of it I had from a lady of 
Cairo, who is married to a French mer
chant, fettled forty years in the country^. 

" I had often heard talk of Atar En-
" nabiy and of the miracles they publifhed 
" reflecting it. I was curious to fee this 
" renowned ftone. Our drefs, exactly 
" fimilar to that of the Turkifh wo-
" men, allowing me to mix with them, 

(b) T h e wife of M r . Meynard, a merchant, whofe 

probity and information have procured him the efteem 

of the French, the Copti, the Turks and the Arabs. 
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«' without fear of difcovery, I repaired to the 
" mofque at an hour when I expected to 
•* find few people there. I begged the 
*« cheik to (hew me the relick. Two 
" Turkifh ladies of rank entering at the 
** fame time, expreffed the fame defire. 
f t He uncovered it. After burning fome 
,f* precious elfences, and repeating fome 
H paffages of the Coran, he faid to 
" us : Behold that facred impreffion ; ad-
" mire the traces of the greatefl of pro-
" phets ! ah ! that is really the foot of 
" Mahomet! The two women repeated with 
" enthuliafm, Yes, that is truly the foot of 
*' Mahomet, the greatefl of prophets ! As 
" for me, added the French lady, I do 
*' allure you, that in fpite of the moft 
C { fcrupulous attention, I perceived no-
*' thing but a fmooth ftone, tinctured with 
" perfumes, where I could difcover neither 
" the traces of a foot, nor any thing like it ." 

Strange effect of the prejudice of man ! 
which enchains his reafon, and makes him 
fee, feel, and touch whatever his imagina
tion may fuggeft to his prepoffeffed under
standing. It was thus, that M r . Tourne-

fort, 



fort, affifting in one of the ifles of the 
Archipelago, at the opening of a tomb 
where the people were convinced they 
fLould find a vampire, perceived nothing 
but a livid corpfe, half eaten by worms, 
whilfl the Greeks infilled that they be
held an entire body, of a vermilion colour, 
and which, according to them, diffufed no 
difagreeable odour. 

M r . Norden, in his charming views of 
Egypt, has very well defcribed the Mofque 
of Atar Ennabi and its environs -t but he is 

deceived in placing Memphis on the fpot 
occupied by Gifa. He cannot however be 
reproached with this, for he himfelf con-
ferTes his doubts of that being the true 
fituation of this ancient city. I think I have 
already afcertained this point beyond a doubt 
in the preceding letters, nor fhould I have 
corrected the error into which feveral tra
vellers have fallen in this refpect, had I 
not apprehended they might mi Head other 
writers. Deceived by this, the learned 
Jablonfki (c) has in vain employed all the 

fagacity 
(e) Jablonfki, deceived by the falfe pofition feveral 

travellers have given to Memphis, by placing it on the 
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fagacity of his underftanding, in the refearch 
after a truth he never could difcover, as he 
eftablifhed it on a falfe principle. 

At a fmall diftance from Atar Ennabi, 
vve difcover, through tufts of date-trees a 
fmall village, where the Turks have a 
mofque, and the Copti a convent called 
JDer Ettin, the monaftery of figs, doubtlefs 
becaufe that fruit grows there in abun
dance. There are two forts of them. The 
firft fprings even out of the branches of the 
fycamore. It is dry and little efteemed. 
The other fort, the fame we cultivate in 
France, is juicy, fugary, and of an exqui-
fite flavour. 

On the eaftern bank villages appear fitu
ated on artificial eminences. The fummit 
is occupied by huts, to which men and 
animals retire during the inundation. 
Already does the lucern, which is fown in 
proportion as the Nile returns into the ca
nals, form a zone of verdure round thefe 
little illands. Tribes of wandering Arabs 

fpot where Gifa ftands, has written that the temple of 

Serapis was built in the ifle of Raouda, where the M e 

kias now i$, T h i s is an error. Tome fecond. 

have 



have prepared their tents on the defcent 
of the fandy hillocks, to profit by the 
bounties of the river. They purchafe for 
fome months the right of fending their 
flocks to feed in the meadows, which they 
quit when the paflurage is exhauited. 
Thefe untameable herds, martyrs to that 
liberty they paflionately love, prefer the 
horror of their deferts to all the advantages 
of fociety. The fhadow of flavery puts 
them to flight. Conffantly upon their 
guard againft- tyranny, on the flighteft caule 
of difcontent they receive, their flrikc their 
tents, load their camels with them, ravage 
the flat country, and, laden with fpoils, pe
netrate into their burning fands, where no 
one can follow them, and which they alone 
have the courage to inhabit. Thefe Be
douins, fdj, the fcourge of Egypt, which 
they regard as their patrimony, are the ir
reconcilable enemies of the Turks, who 
fear and abhor them fej. 

We 

(d) T h i s word comes from Bedaoui, which fignifies 

inhabitant of the defert. 

f ^ T h e hatred fubfifting between the two nations has 

given rife to this familiar expreflion, Traiter quel-

quun 



W e have paffed the village of Boufir t 

and are oppofite to the great pyramids, 
which rife to the height of fix hundred 
feet perpendicular. Whilft our boat is fol
lowing the windings of the river, their 
fummits defcribe portions of circles in the 
horizon. With what majefty thefe moun
tains, formed by the hand of man, elevate 
themfelves in the air ! Their antiquity ftill 
renders them more awful. How often has 
the fun enlightened them at his rifing, 
burnt them at his zenith, and coloured 
them at his fetting! For how many ages 
have they followed the earth in her great 
orbit which forms the year ! Man then has 
fucceeded in creating durable monuments! 
and thefe monuments are tombs ! Some au^ 
thors imagining that the havock occafioned 
by the violent forcing of tfye great pyramid 
was the effect of time, have calculated how 
many ages it might ftill remain; but as 
they fet out on a falfe principle, they are 
infinitely diftant from the truth. It feems 
to me impoffible to fix the epocha when 

•qu'un de Ture a More; that is to fay, with the rigour 

ufed by the Turks towards the Arabs. 
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they fhall ceafe to be. Thousands of years 
hence, unlefs fome great revolution hap
pens, the travellers of enlightened nations 
mail go to admire thefe ffupendous mo
numents, and fay, fcarcdy had Europe a 
few favages difperfed in her foreffs, when a 
learned nation erected thefe fuperb maufo-
lea, towards the four cardinal points of 
heaven, as a monument of her piety and 
affronomical knowledge. 

In the villages around them is culti
vated a fpecies of melon peculiar to Egypt. 
They are called abd-hellaoui, flave of fweet-
nefs. Their pulp is firm and brittle like 
that of an apple. Though lefs fugary than 
many other forts, they are preferred, be-
caufe they afford a very wholefome and 
agreeable nutriment during the heats. A n -
other vegetable in high efiimation is a let
tuce with large leaves, fmooth and erect. 
Whole plains are covered with them. The 
people confume a prodigious quantity, and 
oil is extracted from their feed. You, Sir, 
who collect in your garden, from the va
rious quarters of the globe, the different 
productions of the earth, to enrich your 
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country, and who cultivate fo fuccefsfully 
every plant, from the cedar of Lebanon to 
the hylfop, you will pardon me thefe de
tails. 

Proceeding on, we difcover to the 
right and left hamlets, whofe inhabitants 
are employed in cultivating the earth, 
which in four months will afford them 
abundant crops. The burgh of Halouan 
appears on the eaftern bank, furrounded 
by date-trees. The Mekias was eftabliftied 
there when the Arabs conquered Egypt. 
Memphis flood on the oppolite bank, on 
the fpot where the village of Menpb now 
ftands, which ftill preferves the name. 
The teftimonies of Strabo, of Pliny, and 
Abulfeda, who have defcribed its ruins, 
leave no doubt in that refpecl. Large 
heaps of rubbifh are ftill to be feen there -9 

but the Arabs have tranfported to Cairo 
the columns and remarkable ftones, which 
they have difpofed, without tafte and with
out order, in their mofques and public 
buildings. This city extended as far as 
Saccara, and was almoft wholly encom-
paffed by lakes,. part of which are ftill 

fubfifting. 



fubfifting. It was neceffary to crofs them 
to convey the dead to the fepulchre of 
their fathers. The tombs, hewn out of 
the rock, were clofed up with ifones of a 

proportionable fize, and covered with fand. 
Thefe bodies, embalmed with fo much 
care, preferved with fo much refpect, are 
torn from the monuments they repofe in, 
and fold without decency to ffrangers, by 
the inhabitants of Saccara. This place is 
called the plain of mummies. There too 
we find the well of the birds, into which 
one defcends by means of a rope. It 
leads to fubterraneous galleries, filled with 
earthen vales, containing the facred birds. 
They are rarely met with entire, becaufe 
the Arabs break them, in hopes of find
ing idols of gold. They do not conduct 
travellers into the places where they have 
found more precious articles. They even 
clofe them up carefully, referving to them
felves fome fecret paffages by which they 
defcend. In a journey into Egypt made by 
the duke de Chaulnes, he advanced very 
far into thefe winding labyrinths, fome-
times crawling, and fometimes fcrambling 

on 



on his knees. Informed by M r . E d 
ward Wortley Montague, who has care
fully vifited Egypt, he arrived at one of 
thefe paffages, which had an opening (hut 
up from without by branches of the date-
tree intervowen, and covered with fand. 
He remarked there fome hieroglyphics in 
relievo, executed in the higheft perfection. 
But the Arabs refilled every offer he made 
them, to permit him to take drawings of 
them, or to mold them (f), in order 
to preferve their form. The duke de 
Chaulnes is of opinion that thefe hiero
glyphics, fculptured with fo much art, 
that the objects they reprefent may be dif
covered at the firft fight, might poilibly 
furnifh the key of the others, whofe con
tours are fimpty expreffed, and form a fort 
of alphabet cf this unintelligible language. 
Whether this ingenious idea be well or i l l -
founded, I fhall propofe to you in a par
ticular letter the methods which might be 
attempted to explain thefe myfterious cha
racters, and to read on the Egyptian mo-

(f) Memoir on the hieroglyphics of the well of 

Saccara, by the duke de Chaulnes. 
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numents the mpft ancient hiftory of the 
world. 

Several pyramids are diftinguifh a Di e 

along the mountains which bound Saccara 
on the weft, the greateft part of which ap
pear as lofty as thofe of Gifa : at the light 
of thefe edifices, on which my eyes were 
fixed in fpite of myfelf, permit me fome 
further reflexions, which I cannot refill. 
Are thefe maufolea the fruit of the pride 
of the Pharaohs ? Is it to their vanity we 
muft attribute their conftrudtion ? I know 
that this is the opinion of feveral authors; 
but let them retain an opinion which has 
no foundation in the human heart. Kings 
do not build palaces to inhabit them after 
death. A more imperious fentiment, anx
iety for the future, the perfuafion of what 
muft happen after this fhort life, induced 
the Pharaohs to conltrucl: thefe magnificent 
tombs fgj. Their religion taught them, 
that as long as their bodies could be kept 
free from corruption, their fouls would not 
quit them, and that at the expiration of 

(g) Herodotus, Euterpe, fecond book. 
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three thoufand years they would animate 
them anew. This dogma made them 
erect thefe buildings, which the genius of 
the moft able architects ftrove to render 
inacceflible. They gave them the pyra
midal form, as being the moft durable. 
This form was connected likewife with 
their worfhip, and formed an act of ho
mage to the fun, whofe rays it imitated (h). 
Thefe edifices therefore are a ftriking 
proof that this ancient people believed 
in the immortality of the foul. Kings 
find themfelves very well in this world. 
Flowers and harvefts fpring up for them 
without any trouble. A l l nature fmiles 
for them, and had they the Egyptian creed, 

(b) P l i n y , book 36, fays, that the obelifks were 

confecrated to the fun ; that they reprefented his rays, 

which is indicated by their Egyptian name. In fa£f, 

thefe monuments, as well as the pyramids, were cal

led in Egyptian, Pyramue, Rays of the fun. Sec 

Jablonfki, tome 3. T h e Greeks gave the name of 

obelifks to the former, and left that of pyramids to 

the others, which comes from Pyr, fire, and in 

which they have preferved the ancient etymology. 

T h e obelifks were confecrated to the fun, becaufe 

they ferved as dials to mark the hours. 
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we mould fee them bringing forth prodi, 
gies, by which they might hope to enfure 
their return on earth. The religion of 
Egypt palled into Greece, and Artemifia 
erected, to the allies of her hufband, a tomb 
in the pyramidal form, one of the feven 
wonders of the univerfe. This idea of an 
immortal foul originating with iflanders, 
feparated from every polifhed nation by 
the immenfity of leas, has produced a mo
nument which ought greatly to furprize 
us. The Otaheiteans, without the aid of 
any metal, have cut the hardeft ftones, and 
formed a pyramid, where the body of their 
queen Oberea repofes. Her relations and 
friends, filled with a religious remem
brance, go around this Morai to pour 
forth their pious tears; and the foul of 
Oberea taftes fome confolation on behold
ing their grief and tenderneis (i). 

Let us quit the fad defarts of Saccara, 
where we walk only upon tombs; and 
thofe lofty pyramids, which infpire only 
melancholy ideas, and that lake, acrofs 

(i) Cook's voyage. 
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which the bodies were conveyed, and 
which recalls to mind the fable of 
Charon. Let us return into our bark. 
W i t h what pleafure the eyes, fcorched by 
the burning fands, repofe upon the ver
dure ! W i t h what fatisfaction one returns 
from the dwelling of death, which the 
fight of thefe places continually brings be
fore your eyes, to enjoy the treafures of 
abundance ! How delicious are one's feel
ings on contemplating a ferene fky, a ma-
jeflic river, and a country which difclofes 
new riches at every flep. It is after fup-
porting the frightful picture of flerility, 
that one relifhes, with an inexpreffible 
charm, the fpectacle of teeming nature; 
fhe awaits the traveller, expiring on the 
border of the defart he has been traVerfing, 
to pour into his heart the fource of a new 
life. 

We are now feven leagues above Old 
Cairo. It is here that the Nile, repulfed 
by the rocks projecting from the eaft, 
rufhed formerly to the weft, and fpread 
itfelf over the fands of Libya. I have 
marked, by two punctuated lines, upon 

the 



the map, the route it followed. One of 
the Pharaohs, according to Herodotus (k)% 

barred its palfage with a dyke, and forced 
it to refume its courfe between the moun
tains. It fell into the gulf which then 
covered the fpace now occupied by the 
Delta, and gave birth to that celebrated 
ifland, which is advancing with flow fteps 
into the Mediterranean. The traces of the 
ancient bed, called by the Arabs, Babr 
bela ma, The fea without water, are flill 
vifible. It is ftrewed its whole length 
with the wrecks of boats that navi
gated on it, and are petrified. I have 
feen fuperb fpecimens of them brought 
to Grand Cairo. In going from Sac
cara to Dachhour, we meet with a long 
mound of earth, thrown up to preferve 
Memphis from the inundation of the 
river, fhould it happen to break its dyke; 
and againft the torrents of fand hurried 
by the winds from the Lybian moun
tains. 

(g) Herodotus, book the fecond. See the firit let

ter on Egypt, where this paflage is difcuffed. 
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At fome diftance from this elbow is the 
ifle of Terfaie, where they have begun to 
plant cucumbers, and water-melons. The 
Egyptians cultivate a fort of cucumbers, 
called Coufa, which is very fmall, and in 
great eftimation. The pulp of it is fweet, 
tender, and very delicate. They eat it as 
a fallad; but the ufual mode of drefiing 
it is to take out the feeds with an auger, 
and to fill it up with hafhed meat and rice, 
mixed with fpices. Thus dreffed in its 
juice, it is excellent eating. 

Beyond this ifle we difcover, within 
land, the burgh of Dachhour. The wa
ters of the Nile are conducted thither by 
a canal, over which is a ftone bridge of fe
veral arches. Strabo (I) and Ptolemy (m) 
place Achantus in the interior of the coun
try, at fix leagues from Memphis, and on 
the fame fide. This Iituation correfponds 
perfectly with Dacbbour. The temple of 
Oliris, at this place, was admired. This 
edifice is entirely deftroyed; but one remarks 

(I) Strabo, book 17. 

(m) Ptolemy, book 4. 

to 



to the weftward of this village, and on the 
declivity of the mountain a great pyra
mid, which forms a continuation of thofe 
of Saccara and of Gif i . 

The fandy plains which flretch along 
the hills, are ftrewed with ftones, vulgarly 
called Egyptian flints. Rounded in the 
fhape of pebbles, their rugged furface has 
nothing brilliant to invite one to pick them 
up; but their infide is of an extremely fine 
grain, fufceptible of a high polifh : the 
greateft part of them are marked with the 
figures of plants, and one diftinguifhes 
fhrubs on them, which often compofe 
beautiful landfcapes. The dark-brown 
ftrokes which mark them, traced with the 
greateft elegance, difplay themfelves with 
grace on a light-coloured ground. Thefe 
flints prefent a great variety of defigns and 
different fhades. There is great choice, for 
the fands are covered with them. I 
only law one Jew at Cairo who had 
the art of working them, and of making 
boxes or knife-handles with them; he 
confequently fold them very dear. The 

I i 3 hillocks 



hillocks which terminate thefe plains are 
filled with oyfters and petrified {hells. 

On leaving Achantus, and travelling to
wards the fouth, we pafs a vaft country, 
the lower parts of which are watered by 
little rivulets, which fertilize them at this 
feafon. The valleys are at prefent covered 
with corn, with dourra, and with verdure. 
At the end of a few months the Nile, on 
quitting them, will again leave only a de
fart. The village of Tamieh, wnere the 
canal palfes, is fituated at the extremity of 
this plain. 

We are now entering, Sir, into the fer
tile province of Arfinoe, at prefent called 
the Faioum ; it was the province of won
ders. It contained the labyrinth and its 
twelve palaces, lake Mceris, and its pyra
mids. I (hall lay before you what the an
cients faid of it, and by prefenting you 
with an exact defcription of the prefent 
ftate of the places and monuments ftill 
fubfifting, and the ruins we find there, you 
will be yourfelf able to form a judgment 
of what they muft have been. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
L E T -
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L E T T E R X X V I I I . 

D E S C R I P T I O N OF T H E 

I N T H E P R O V I N C E OF 

F A I O U M . 

Comparative topography of this province* 

Inquiry concerning the monuments, thefitu

ation of which has been fixed by the ancients, 

with the prefent fate of their ruins. Si

tuation of the labyrinth confirmed by the 

tefiimony of Herodotus, Pliny, Diodorus Si

culus, and Ptolemy; and by the ruins of 

Balad Caroun, and of Cafr Caroun. De

fcription of this wonderful edifice. Reflec

tions on the fame fubject. Account of the 

Lake Mceris. Its extent hitherto dif-

puted, afcertained from the evidence of 

ancient writers. Mecha??tfm of the ca

nals and flukes clearly difplayed. Actual 

circumference of this great Lake. 

T o M r . L . M . 

Grand Cairo. 

J Have already faid that this province con

tains the remains of Lake Mceris, and 

I i 4 the 
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the ruins of the labyri n t ^. Egypt pofTefTes 
no monuments that have occafioncd more 
debates amongft the learned. The extent of 
the one, and the fituation of the other have 
been alternately contefted. Some geogra
phers, to fatisfy all parties, have created two 
labyrinths fn). Other writers have given 
to Lake Mceris an immenfe circumfe
rence fo); and others in lhort, al ign
ing it to the country of fables (pJ, have 
diiplayed the charms of their wit in throw
ing a ridicule on the credulity of hiftorians. 
Thefe contradictions have thickened the 
clouds of uncertainty, and the truth re
mains at the bottom of the well. Let us 
endeavour to draw it thence, by explaining 
fuch parlages of the ancients, as have been 
fometimes badly interpreted, by following 
Strabo ftep by ftep, who has defcribed 
with accuracy the places he viiited as an 
enlightened man, and eipecially by making 
a faithful report of what remains of the 

(h) Danvil le, Memoirs fur VEgypte. 

(o) R o l l i n , Ancient hiftory. Boifuet, Difcours fur 

rhijloir/ univcrfelle. 

(p) Voltaire. 

monuments 
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monuments he fpeaks of fq). « On quit^ 

" ting Achantus, fays this wife hiftorian, 

*' we leave on the Jide of Arabia, Aphrodito-

H polis (r), where a white ox was fed and 

f* confecrated by religion'* The burgh of 

Atfh, according to the beft geographers^, 
occupies the ground of the city of Venus. 
On the other jide of the Nile, is the prefecture 

of Heraclea, fituated in a large if and. The 

two canals formed from the river to the 
lake, the one palling near to Tamieh, the 
other taking its rile at the village of Bouch, 
form this ifland, and the remarkable ruins 
to be difcovered near to Baiamout, feem to 
point out the pofition of Heraclea ft J, the 
capital of this province. Two ruined pyra
mids are to be feen there with only a few 
layers of If one. Strabo continues: if Near to 

Heraclea runs a canal, which, diviaing itfelf 

" into two branches, forms afmall ijland. It 
(q) Strabo, book 17. 

(r) The city of Venus. 

(s) See Ptolemy, 1. 4. Danville, Mem. fur FEgypte; 

and Pocock, Journey to the haft. 

(0 It was called the great Heraclea, to diftinguifh it 

froi 1 another city of Hercules, fituated in Lower Egypt, 

at a fmall diftance from Canopus. 

" croffes 



" croffes the prefecture of Arfinoe, the moft 

«« beautiful, and the richeft in Egypt" Fol

low, Sir, this ancient geographer in the 
map, and you will fee that there is fcarce-
ly any alteration in thefe places, and that 
fie conducts us ftraight to Faioum, the 
capital of all this country. This town is 
modern; but a league to the north-eaft 
of its walls, large heaps of rubbifh indicate 
the veftiges of Arfinoe (u). The Arabs 
gather the fand which covers thefe ruins, 
and lift it, to find feals and medals. A t 
fome diftance is an obelifk on its pedeftal. 
This is the only monument which has 
braved the injuries of time, and the ravages 
of the barbarians. It is twenty-two feet, 
(French meafure) vi\ circumference at the 

bafe, and about fifty in height. Its fides are 
covered with hieroglyphics, divided into co
lumns, and effaced in many places. The 
corners are broken, and the beautiful piece 
of granite it is compofed of, is injured half
way up. Strabo abandons us here, to de-

fa,) T h i s city was anciently called Crocodilopolis, 

from the facred crocodiles which were fed there. T h e 

Greeks becoming mafters of Egypt, called it Arfinoe. 

fcribe 
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fcribe Lake Mceris, which is but a t fmall 
diftance from Arfinoe', and the labyrinth 
built upon its banks. He does not precife-
ly point out its fituation; but Herodotus 
fx) and Ptolemy determineit with accura
cy, placing it on the fide of Libya, on the 
bank of the lake. Let us continue then 
our journey. 

. The traveller, on quitting Faioum, and 
proceeding to the weftward, croffes the 
great canal called Bahr loufeph, Jofeph's 
river. The village of Nejle, which he 
leaves on the left, affords him no traces o f 
antiquity. After two hours journey to
wards the north-weft, he enters a fandy 
plain, where flerility alone reigns. H e 
foon difcovers mountains of ruins which 
arc near a league in extent. The firff. 
heap of them is called by the Arabs balad 
Caroun, the burgh of Charon; the fecond 
cafr Caroun, the palace of Charon fy). 

The 
(x) Herodotus, booked. Ptolemy, book4. 

(y) T h e Arabian hiftorians deicribe Charon at 

a very powerful man. They fay that he could load 

feveral camels with the keys which opened the n u 

merous apartments that contained his treafures. T h i s 
unanimous 



The whole fpace between them is flrewed 
with enormous flones. The mofl re
markable ruins are at the extremities. 
In the midft of thofe of cafr Caroun, a large 
edifice rifes up, of which there are feveral 
halls remaining, filled with trunks of co
lumns. A portico half demolifhed en-
compaffes it. One may difHnguifh flair-
cafes, by which they mounted to different 
apartments ; and others by which they 
defcended into fubterraneous paffages. But 
what particularly attracts attention, is the 
view of feveral low, narrow, and very long 
cells,.which feem to have had no other 
deflination, than to contain the bodies 
of the facred crocodiles, brought hither 
from Crocodilopolis, where they were fed 

unanimous affcrtion gives us a glance of a truth. Per

haps in Egypt the name of Charon was a dignity be

llowed" on the boatmen who conveyed the bodies of the 

Pharaohs over Lake Mceris, to depofit them in the cells 

of the labyrinth, of which he was the keeper. Doubt-

lefs he who performed the fame office on the lake of 

Memphis, with rcfpecl to the inhabitants of. that city, 

had the fame title. I f tnis conjecture be true, we 

fhall difcover why the Greeks gave the name of C h a 

ron to the boatman of hell , and why the Arabs call 

thefe ruins the palace of Charon. 



by the priefts, and honoured by a particular 
worfhip. Thefe ruins, placed towards 
Lybia, at a league's diftance from Birket 
Caroun, formerly Lake Mceris, can only 
correfpond with the Labyrinth, for the 
ancients (z) afligned it this pofition, and 
point out no town on that fide. Since 
we are walking on the fands which 
partly cover this famous monument, let 
us read the defcription of it in He
rodotus, that we may form a juft idea 
of it. 

" (a) The twelve kings chofen by the 
" Egyptians, conftru&ed the labyrinth on 
" the borders of Lake Mceris, on the fide 

of the city of Crocodiles. This edifice 
" appeared to me beyond what fame had 
" faid of it. If we pay attention to the 
" conftruction of the wails, to the nature 
" of the work, it will be impoflible to 

(%) Sec Strabo, 1. 17. Herodotus, 1.2. Ptolemy, 

I. 4. A l l thefe authors agree in placing the labyrinth 

beyond the city of Arfmoc, on the Lybian fide, and on 

the banks of Lake Mceris. This is exactly the fitu

ation where we meet with the ruins I have been 

dt fcr i bin p-. 

(a) Herodotus, book fecond. 

appreciate 



« appreciate the immenfe fums this build-
W ing muft have coft. The temple of 
f« Ephefus is one of the wonders of the 
«< world ; the pyramids in the ifle of Sa-
«« mos do not yield in grandeur to any of 
«« works of Greece: yet thefe monuments, 
** whatever be their magnificence, can-
M not be compared with the Labyrinth (b). 
**- A roof of a vaft extent covers its twelve 
" palaces. The entrance to them is by 
w twelve gates, fix of which are to 
*« the north, and fix to the fouth. A 
«• thick wall, of great length, encompaffes 
" them. The whole edifice confifts of 
*c two ftories, one above ground, the 
'* other fubterraneous, each of which con-
" tains fifteen hundred apartments. I 
" have vifited the former, and relate what 
'« I have feen. As to the latter, the 
«* keepers would not allow me to defcend 
*• into them, telling me, that the bodies 
<« of the kings who had built them were 

(b) R e c o l l e a , Sir, that i t is a Greek who fpeaks, 

and who reads his hiftory in the prefence of the moft 

enlightened men of his age, at an aflembly of the 

Olympic games, where he was crowned. 

" preferved 



*« preferved there, and thofe of the facred 
" Crocodiles 5 I know nothing further, 
" therefore, than what they told me. 
" Human induffry has difplayed all its 

refources, in the diflribution of the up-
" per ftory. The porticoes, the paffages 
" which lead from the halls into the cham-
*' bers, from the chambers into the 
" clofets, from the clofets to the ter-
" races, from the terraces into the other 
" apartments, form fuch numerous wind-
" ings, return into each other in fuch va-
" rious ways, that I was never tired of ad-
" miring the art which has been made ufe 
" of in its ftructure. The walls, the roofs, 
" are all of ffone. Here and there one 
" fees different figures fculptured with 
" an artift's hand. The halls are fur-
" rounded by majeftic columns, chiefly of 
" white marble. A pyramid, each fide of 
*' which is two hundred and fifty feet wide,-
" and by which one defcends into the 
" caverns, terminates the labyrinth." 

Such is the defcription of Herodotus. 
Although that of S t r a b o ^ , who vifited 

(t) Stubo, 1. j 7. 

the 



the fame monument feveral ages after him, 
does not agree with him in every point, 
it confirms, however, his account. He 
defcribes, like Herodotus, the winding 
paffages, the varied routes with which artJ 

had fo contrived thefe labyrinths, that it 
was impoffible, without a guide, to enter 
any one of thefe palaces, or to get out, 
after once entering it. He fays that the 
principal apartments were furrounded by 
magnificent columns, that the walls were 
conftrucfed of maffes of rocks, and that from 
the top of the roof one perceived an im-
menfe platform, refembling a plain of 
ftones, the fight of which aitonifhed the 
imagination. It is true, Strabo pretends 
that the labyrinth was compofed of twenty-
feven palaces, wherein the prefectures of 
£gypt were affembled at a certain period, 
to treat of the moft important affairs of 
the ftate and of religion; but it is probable 
that the twelve, which Herodotus fpeaks 
of, were afterwards divided into twenty-
feven parts; or, that during the interval of 
feveral ages between thefe two hiftorians, 
this edifice was enlarged. 

Diodorus 



Diodorus Siculus, Pliny, and Pompo
nius Mela have defcribeg1 the labyrinth 
without having feen it. They confined 
themfelves to the copying and embellifh-
ing the recital of the two former authors $ 
they furnifh us therefore with nothing new. 
The founder of this edifice is unknown. 
Each writer (d) names one or more, and 
almoft all different. This variety of opi
nions affords a prefumption that it was not 
the work of one, but of feveral kings. 

This monument, which Pliny look *upon 
as the mofl aflonifhing production of the 
human genius, no longer fubfifls but in 

(d) Herodotus fays, that the labyrinth was built by 

the twelve princes who governed Egypt, when Pfam

meticus, one of the twelve, ufurped the fovereign 

power. 

Strabo attributes the conftruclion of it to Pharaoh 

Imandes, and pretends that his body repofes in the py

ramid which terminates the cnclofure. 

Pl iny wi l l have it to have been conftru&cd by Pe" 

tefuc or T i t h o e ; but as he quotes feveral contradic j 

tory authorities, thefe different opinions only incrsafe 

the uncertainty. 

Diodorus Siculus thinks that the labyrinth is the 

work and the tomb of Pharaoh Mendes. 

Pomponius Mela attributes it to Pfammeticus. 

V O L . t K k the 



the ruins of Bdlad Caroun, and Cafr Ca

roun. Some day perhaps, when Europe 
fhall have reflored to Egypt the fciences 
fhe received from her, the fands and rub
bifh may be removed which have buried 
the lower ftory of the labyrinth, and very 
precious antiquities may be difcovered. 
W h o knows whether the difcoveries of the 
learned were not depofited in this afylum, 
impenetrable to the people and to flrangers ? 
If the refearches into Herculaneum, a city 
of little note, have refcued from oblivion 
fo many rarities, fo many inftructive mo
numents for the arts, and hiftory, what 
may riot be expected from fifteen hundred 
apartments which might have been the re-
politory of the archives of Egypt, fince all 
the prefectures were affembled here to treat 
of affairs of flate £nd of religion ? But I 
muff not dwell on conjectures. You are 
impatient, doubtlefs, to know Lake Mceris, 
the remains of which are ftill fufficiently 
great to merit your attention. 

Herodotus (e) and Strabo (fj mark out 

(e) Herodotus, 1. fecond.. 

r (f) Strabo, 1. 17/ 
• *• its 



its fite by placing the labyrinth on its bor
ders, and by fixing the towns which were 
around it, fuch as Achantus to the fouth, 
Aphroditopolis towards the eaft, and A r 
finoe to the north. Diodorus Siculus fg) 
and Pliny (h) confirm thefe authorities, by 
placing it at twenty-four leagues from 
Memphis, between the province of that 
name and that of Arfinoe. This unani
mity of fentiment gives in fact every degree 
of certainty we could wilh for. If the lake 
however had totally difappeared, like M a 
reotis, one might ftill have one's doubts; 
but in the fituation marked by thefe hif-
torians, we fee in our days a lake, known 
by the name of Birket Caroun, more than 
fifty leagues in circumference. We cannot 
therefore, without pertiffing againft evi
dence, refufe to recognize the remains of 
that of Mceris. Let us examine what the 
ancients faid of it. By weighing with a 
fcrupulous attention their teftimonies, we 
fhall perhaps be able to clear up a point 

(g) Diodorus Siculus, I. I, 

(h) Pl iny, 1. 5. 
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of topography enveloped in profound dark-
nefs. 

** The labyrinth, fays Herodotus, fuch as 
« I have been defcribing it, is ftill lefs fur-
*< prizing than the Mceris. This lake is in 
" circumference 3600 ftadia, or 60 fchenes, 
«« which form the dimenfions of the ma-
*' ritime bafe of Egypt, (feventy-five 
*' leagues (ij.) It ftretchesfrom north to 

fouth, 

(i) Herodotus has fixed the meafure of the fchene, 

i n Lower Egypt, at four miles, or a league and a quar

ter. T h u s the 60 fchenes make 75 leagues. Strabo 

and Diodorus Siculus, who have employed other mea-

fures to eftimate the fame extent of country, agree 

however with Herodotus. T h e bafe of Egypt there

fore remains determined at 75 leagues, and fince it is 

equal to the circumference of lake Mceris, that lake 

was only 75 leagues round. I am compelled to 

enter into thefe particulars, becaufe this paffage 

has produced many errors. Writers in general 

paying attention to the firft member of the fentence 

of Herodotus, in which he fixes the extent of the 

lake at 3600 ftadia, and allowing each ftadium its 

ufual eftimation of about 100 toifes, have given 150 

or 180 leagues circumference to lake Mceris. But 

whoever reflects on this paffage, w i l l fee that the mea

fure of 3600 ftadia is there determined by 60 fchenes, 

or 75 leagues, and that the author confequently has 

made 



•} -fouth (k), and its greateft depth is three 
" hundred feet. Two pyramids, con-
u ftrucfed in an ifland towards the mid-
" die, rife from three hundred feet be-
" low water, and are as high out of it, 
" which proves that it has been dug 
" by the hand of man. Each of them has 
*• on its fummit a coloifal ftatue, feated 
** on a throne. Their total elevation, 
" taken from the bafe, is a ftadium of 

made ufe of ftadia of 50 toifes. I do not know whe

ther any one has made this remark before me, but I 

know that from this paffage i l l conftrued, have fprung 

all the debates of the moderns. M . de Voltaire has 

combated with the weapon of pleafantry the exiftence 

of a lake of 180 leagues, which is greater, fays he, than 

all Egypt. M . R o l l i n , and efpecially BofTuet, have 

warmly maintained it. Several writers have reftricfed 

its extent, and limited it to twenty leagues. M . 

Danville, defirous of conciliating all parties, in his 

map of Egypt, has created a great canal, to which 

he gives the name of Lake Mceris. But he has not 

been more fortunate than others, fince the form and 

Iituation of this pretended Mceris are abfolutely 

contrary to the moft refpecfable authorities in hif

tory. 

(A) A t this day its greateft dimenfion is from eaft 

to weft, but formerly it might extend from Arfinoe 

as far asch e canal, for the difcharge of the waters. 
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" fix hundred feet (I). Lake Mceris 
*f occupies a foil very dry, and deftitute 
** of fprings. It derives its waters from 
" the Nile, which runs there during fix 
<c months. The reft of the year it reftores 
" them to the river. During the for-
u mer period, the fifhery produces a ta-
u lent of filver daily, to the royal trea-
a fury, and twenty minas only, during 
" the latter. According to the natives 

of the country, a canal is pierced (m) 
" acrofs the mountain, the extended chain 
" of which commands Memphis. This 
*' is an outlet by which the fuperfluous 
*' waters are poured into the fands of 
" Lybia, on the weftern fide. I en-
*c quired what had become of the earth 
*' taken from the lake 3 they alfured 
M me that it had been conveyed to the 

(I) I n thefe two paffages Herodotus employs the 

meafure of ftadia; but as he had at firft reduced 

them to 50 toifes, and afterwards reftores them to their 

full cftimation, he takes care to apprize us that they 

are ftadia of 600 feet. 

. (in) 1 have marked on the map, at the beginning of 

this volume, the fituation of this canal. 

«« river, 



<< river, and carried by the current to the 
« fea." 

Let us join the report of Strabo to that of 
Herodotus; they throw mutual light upon 
each other (n). " The province of A r -
<< iinoe contains the wonderful lake of 
*' Mceris. It refembles the fea in its extent, 
" its colour, and its fhores. As deep as it 
<« is vaft, it receives at the beginning of the 
" inundation, the waters which woula1 

y otherwife cover the harvefls and the 
" habitations of men: they are conducted 
f} thither by a great canal. When the Nile 
" fubfides, they return by two other canals 
" (thofe of Tamieh, and of BouchJ which, 
" as well as the former, ferve for water-
H ing the fields : all this is naturally 
" performed. At the head of the canals, 
" fluices are formed, which are opened at 
4 t pleafure, whether to introduce, or to 
f* let off the waters foj." 

K k 4 If 

(n) Strabo, 1. 17. 

(0) Diodorus Siculus pretends that it coft fifty ta

lents, that is to fay, 150,000 livres, to open thefe 

fluices. It is not eafy to difcover what has made him 

adopt this fable. It is certain, however, that Herodotus 

and 



If this paffage does not fix the extent 
of the lake, it proves at leaft that it was 
very confiderable, and that it could not be 
determined by the eye. Diodorus Siculus 
refers to the opinion of Herodotus, who 
gives Lake Mceris three thoufand fix hun
dred ftadia, that is to fay, feventy-five 
leagues circumference. Pliny eftimates it 
at two hundred and fifty thoufand paces, 
which make about eighty leagues. Thus 
then, you fee antiquity agreed on a point 
which has given rife to fo many difcuflions 
among the moderns, without any of them 
being able to eftablifh his fyftem on a folid 
bafis, and unite every opinion. At pre
fent this lake is only about fifty leagues 
round; but this diminution by no means 
proves that Herodotus and Pliny were de-

and Strabo, who have been on the fpot, who have 

examined them with attention, do not fpeak of i t . 

P l i n y , and Pomponius M e l a , who report what the 

ancients have written on the fubject of lake Mceris, 

and who would not have omitted fo extraordinary a 

fac"r, make no mention of it. So much improbability, 

joined to the filence of hiflorians, demonftrates the 

faffity of this aflution. 

ceived 
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ceived in their calculations. Confidering 
the revolutions, which have molefted 
Egypt for a feries of two thoufand years, it 
might have undergone ftill greater changes. 

Fix your eyes, Sir, on the map of this 
country, you will fee that the chain of 
mountains which follows the courfe of the 
Nile, at a very little diftance on the left, 
from the cataracts, as far as Faioum, 

flretches off fuddenly on the fide of Lybia, 
then returning towards the eaft, forms in 
its contours an immenfe bafon, Although 
lower than the bed of the river, this hol
low was once covered with a barren fand, 
becaufe the waters, flopped by the downs 
and the rocks, could not penetrate there. 
One of the Pharaohs, called Mceris, know
ing perfectly the fituation of the country, 
conceived one of the moft noble defigns 
ever projected by the human mind, and had 
the glory of carrying it into execution. He 
determined to change thisdefert intoan ufeful 
lake. After fome thoufands of men collected 
together, had cleared out, and dug the foil 
in feveral places, he drew a canal of forty 
leagues in length, and three hundred feet 

wide, 



wide, for the purpofe of conducting thither 
a part of the waters of the Nile. T h i s 
great canal, which ftill fubfifts entire at this 
day, is known under the name of Bahr lou* 

fepb, Jofeph's fiver. 
It opens near Tar out Eccherif,, and ends 

at Berkit Caroun-. This work mult have 
coft immenfe fumsv for in feveral places 
it is cut out o f the rock. It was not enough 
to have diferrgaged Egypt from the excefs 
of the inundation, which in thofe remote 
ages remained too long on the lands, at 
that time lower than they are in our days, 
and occafioned its fterility> it was necef
fary alfo, to render thefe waters ufeful to 
agriculture. This great prince fucceeded in 
this, by drawing two other canals from the 
lake to the river. At their opening were 
formed two fluices, which were kept fhut 
during the increafe of the N i l e ; then the 
waters conveyed by the canal of Jofeph, 
were heaped up in the vaft enclofure of 
Lake Mceris, encompaffed with dykes and 
mountains. During the fix months that 
the Nile was on the decline, thefe fluices 
were opened, and a furface of water of about 

eighty 



eighty leagues in circrmference, and thirty 
feet (f) higher than the ordinary level of 
the river, formed a fecond inundation to 
be directed at pleafure. One part return
ed to the Nile, and ferved for the naviga
tion. The other part branched out into 
innumerable rivulets, watered the fields, 
and diffufed fertility even to the very fan-
dy hills. This work, the greateft and 
the moft ufeful ever executed on earth, 
united every advantage. It fupplied the 
tlflkriency of water in years of a moderate 
overflow, by retaining thofe precious wa
ters, which otherwife would have flowed 
ufelelly to the fea. Its benefits were ftill 
more ftrongly marked in the time of a great 
inundation. It received that hurtful fu-
perfluity of them, which would have pre-

(p) T h e canal of Jofeph having its fource in the 

Thebais, conveyed to lake Mceris the waters of the 

N i l e from the commencement of the increafe. A s 

they were continually confined, on one fide by the 

mountains, on the other by dykes and fluices, placed 

on the canals of Bottcb and of Tamieh, they rofe to 

the height of the inundation, that is to fay, about 

thirty feet above the ufual level of the river. 

vented 



vented the fowing of the earth. Left 
this artificial fea fhould break down the 
barriers that were oppofed to it, and caufe 
frightful devaluation in the country, a ca
nal was cut through the mountains, by 
which the fuperfluous waters were poured 
into the fands of Lybia. Behold, Sir, 
one of the moft glorious labours o f which 
the hiftory of nations has ever made men
tion. It is not aftonifhing that antiqui
ty fhould have ranked it before the py
ramids and the labyrinth. It combjjted 
the happinefs of the people with the gran
deur of the enterprize. Accordingly, the 
Egyptians, though they abhorred the Pha
raohs, who forced them to excavate moun
tains, to build themfelves fuperb tombs, 
bleffed the memory of Mceris; and his 
name is handed down to pofterity. 

At prefent this lake has loft almoft all 
its advantages. From the period of near 
twelve hundred years that Egypt has fallen 
into the hands of barbarous nations, they 
have either deftroyed, or fuffered to perifh, 
the chief part of thefe monuments. The 
Mareotis is dried up, the Canal of Alexan

dria 



dria is no longer navigable, and the Mceris 
is only fifty leagues in circumference. If 
the canal of Jofeph were cleared out, where 
the mud is collected to a vaft height; i f the 
ancient dykes were re-eftablimed, and the 
fluices of the canals of Tamieh and of 
Bench, Lake Mceris would ftill ferve the 
fame purpofes. It would prevent the de-
vaftations of the too great fwellings of the 
river, and fupply the deficiency of thofe 
which are inadequate We Ihould fee 
it, as heretofore, extending itfelf from 
Nefle and Arfinoe to the Lybian moun
tains, and offering to the view of the afto-
niftied traveller, a fea formed by the hand 
of man. 

The depth of three hundred feet, afcribed 
to it by hiftorians, muft be exaggerated, 
but much lefs fo than may be imagined. 
The bottom which it occupies, is a bafon 
formed by the mountains. It is very low, 
fince the Nile runs into it even by the ca
nal of Tamieh fqj. In fhort, however the 

mud 

(q) T h e contrary happened formerly. A s Lake 

Mceris received a greater quantity of waters by the ca

nal 



mud may have gradually collected in a fe-
ries of ages, it is ftill of a great depth. If 
all thefe reafons cannot prevail upon us to 
adopt the fentiments of the ancients, they 
wil l at leaft compel us to fufpend our judg
ment, and to examine the places and the 
times, before we difmifs their narratives to 
the region of chimeras. 

The pyramids defcribed by Herodotus, 
no longer exift. It appears even, that thev 
exifted not in the time of Auguftus, as 
Strabo does not fpeak of them. In our 
days, we may remark to the north of Bir-
ket Caroun, a promontory, which doubtlefs 
was formerly an illand. It is terminated 
by a rock covered with ruins. This was 
perhaps the foundation of thefe Maufolea, 
which bore on their fummits two cololfal 
ftatues feated upon thrones, and which, 
commanding the whole extent of the wa
ters, muft have formed a coup d'ceil un
paralleled in nature. I do not give you 

nal of Jofeph, which was deeper, and preferved them by 

means of fluices, it reflored them afterwards to the N i l e 

when it was low, by the canals of Tamieh, and of 

Bomb. 

thefe 
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thefe conjectures for realities; but you wil l 
agree with me, Sir, that it was not more 
difficult to conftruct pyramids on an ifland 
in the middle of Lake Mceris, than to erect: 
thofe which are near to Gifa. I flop here, 
and fear I have entered into details already 
too tedious, but abfblutely neceffary, when 
one wifhes to fearch out the truth from 
amongft fo many contradictions, and is de-
firous of fhewing it to thofe, who, like you, 
Sir, paftionately admire it. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

L E 
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A C C O U N T OF T H E C U L T I V A T I O N , A N D 

T H E I N H A B I T A N T S OF F A I O U M . 

Remarks on the productions of this province, 

its manufactures, arts, and inhabitants. 

Defcription of the fields fhaded with groves 

of orange-trees, and with rofe-bujhes of 

great beigbty the flower of which, by 

difiillation, yields an excellent rofe-water. 

Great fifhery of the lake and canals. 

'The numerous birds which cover the 

waters* Account of the chief town, and 

its government. 

T o M r . L . M . 

G r a n d Cairo. 

^ H E preceding letter, Sir, offers to 
your mind difcuflions only, and no

thing but ruins to your view. This every 
man muft expect, who willies to tear the 
veil from thofe monuments, which time 
has hid for three thoufand years. To make 
up for it, I am going to prefent you with 

the 



the prefent ftate of culture in the Faioum. 
I hope this fubject will furnifh us with 
more agreeable pictures. The approach 
of winter forms here the gayeft feafon of 
the year. The breath of the winds, fa 
general fweet, and perfumed as in the 
fineft days of Ipring in France, has fome-
thing ftill more flattering, more balfamic, 
and odoriferous; the waters flow in full 
ftreams in the canals, and the earth is 
clothing herfelf with vegetables, herbs, 
and harvefts. The images of beauteous 
nature furround us on every fide. This 
province is one of the richeft and moft 
fertile in Egypt. See what Strabo faid 
of it eighteen centuries before us (rji 
" The province of Arfinoe furpafles all 
" the reft, by its beauty, its riches, 
u and the variety of its productions. It 
" alone produces olives, whofe fruit is 
" excellent, and from which the Egyp-
*' tians might make fine oil, were they 
" not fo negligent. One fees none 
u of thefe trees in the reft of Egypt, 

(r) Strabo, 1. 17. m
 m 
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«< except fuch as are cultivated in the 
H gardens of Alexandria; but their fruit 
«« does not ferve to make oil fsj. This 
*' prefecture abounds in wine, corn, ve-
«* getables, and feeds of every kind." 
If this hiftorian were to return into the 
Faioum, he would find a great alteration 5 
he would there fee the labyrinth deftroyed, 
cottages in the place of palaces, hamlets 
built of mud, where flourifhing cities 
once flood, the canals nearly choked up, 
and the fea of Mceris reduced to two 
thirds of its extent\ but he would ftill 
difcover the productions he has defcribed, 
and the fame abundance wherever the wa
ters can be conveyed. The Copti ftill 
cultivate there the olive and the vine, 
planted by their fathers. They gather 
an excellent grape, of which they make 

(s) Since the canal of Alexandria is become dry 

for nine months of the year, thefe gardens have 

difappeared with the trees, and olive plants col

lected there. I have feen fome in the orchards 

near Rofetta. T h e y grow very large, and the olives 

they produce are longer, and more fleihy than thofe 

of the Ifle of Crete, and of Provence. I am per-

fuaded they would yield very good oi l . 

a white 



a white wine of a very agreeable fla
vour ft). The whole country is at pre
fent covered with corn, with barley, with 
dourra, or Indian millet, which follow 
each other in an uninterrupted fucceflion 
during feven or eight months. The fu
perb flax, the fugar-cane, all forts of vege
tables fpring up there almoft without cul
ture. The cucumber, and near twenty 
forts of melons, of a melting, fugary, 
and very wholefome quality, line the banks 
of the rivulets. Groves of fruit trees, 
amongft which one difcovers the date-
tree, the fig-tree, the banana, the caflia, 
and the prickly nabc, which produces a 
fmall pear, of a fharpifh flavour, are here 
and there difperfed over the plain. Amidft 
this diverfity of trees and plants, the tra
veller near the villages meets with groves 

ft) In the time of the Ptolemies, and under the 

empire of the Romans, the environs of Alexandria 

and the Sebennitic province, produced very famous 

wine. The Mahometans have deftroyed thefe ex* 

ccilcnt vine plants. The only ones they fparcd 

are in the province of the Fuioum, In general, 

the grape that grows in the fajidy foil of Egypt, 

js of an exauifite flavour. 
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of rofe-trees. In the other province this 
beautiful fhrub ferves only as an orna
ment for the gardens. Here it is collected 
in clumps, and the rofe-water diftilled 
from its odoriferous flower, forms a valu
able branch of commerce. Faioum fur-
nilhes all Egypt with it. There is a vail 
confumption of it. In ceremonial vifits (uJ, 
it is fprinkled with profufion on the faces 
and hands of the afliftants. At the bath, 
the women walh their bodies with it, nor 
can their toilet be completed without rofe-
water. Thefe duffers of rofe-trees, fome-
times furrounded by orange-trees in blof-
fom, produce a charming effect to the eye, 
and ft ill more delicious to the fmell. The 
air around them is perfumed with the 
odour 5 and in this warm climate, under 
fo ferene a fky, one has a more lively 
fenfe of the voluptuoufnefs of breathing 
the perfumes of the rofe, mixed with the 
fweet emanations of the orange-flower. 

(u) T h e rofe-water of the Faioum has a very high 

odour, which it preferves a long time. T h e beft is 

fold at four livres a bottle. 

To 



To the treafures of a fertile foil, the 
Faioum joins the advantages of the fifhery. 
The canals and the great lake are full 
of fifti ; a prodigious quantity of them is 
taken, and con fumed on the fpot, and 
carried to the neighbouring markets. Fifh 
is not dearer here than at Damietta. For 
a medin fx), a man may procure food 
enough for a whole day. 

When winter is covering the northern 
countries with mow and hoar frolf, innu
merable flocks of birds come to winter 
on Lake Mceris, and the canals of Fai
oum. The inhabitants take a vaft quan
tity of geefe with yellow plumage, and of 
an exquilite flavour; wild ducks, whole 
flefh is fat and delicate; teals, fwans, of 
whofe lkin they make furs, and pelicans, 
remarkable for their large flat beak. The 
latter, the kings of aquatic birds, navigate 
in numerous families on the furface of 
Lake Mceris, and the whitenefs of their 
plumage forms an agreeable contrail to 

(x) A piece of plated copper, which is worth five 

liards of our money. 
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the deep azure of the waters. The mo
dern Egyptians have preferved the remains 
of their ancient veneration for the ibis, 
the crane, and the ffork. They never 
fpread their net& for them, and thefe birds, 
truiting to the clemency of men, are almofl 
tame. 

W hat joy would it afford my heart to 
be able to paint to you a free people in 
the n idfl of this land of plenty. But, 
alas ! the anarchy of a monflrous govern
ment, the enemy of order, and of laws, 
extinguifhes genius, and, like a peffilen-
tial wind, depopulates the cities, and de-
flroys the country and its inhabitants. 
The fame men who, under a ferene fky, 
and on a teeming foil, would have gentle 
and amiable manners, and would enjoy 
the treafures of prodigal nature, and the 
benefits of the arts, become barbarous, 
fuptrflitious, and miferable under the yoke 
of twenty four inlatiabie tyrant^, v. ho 
enrich themfelves with their fubflance. 
Agriculture languifhes, and every year the 
fands of Lybia rob it of a portion of its 
domain. The beautiful provinces of H e -

• raclea 
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raclea and Arfinoe are at this day reduced 
to the third of their extent, i f we confider 
only the arable lands. By re-eftabliftung 
the dykes and the canals, they would reco
ver their ancient limits, and the flouri(hing 
ftate they once enjoyed. For the climate, 
the foil, the waters are the fame. The 
men only, and the laws have changed. 

The cities of the Crocodile, of Hercu
les, and Ptolemai's, which ferved them 
as a port, are replaced by that of the 
Faioum, which in the time of Abulfeda 
was ftill of fome confequence He fpeaks 
thus of it (y). u Faioum, the capital 
«' of the province of that name, poffeffes 
" public baths, markets, and colleges, 
" which are under the difcipline of the 
ft (z) Chafeites and the Melchites. The ca-

" nal of Jofeph divides it into two parts. It 
" is furrounded by gardens.'* At prefent 
Faioum is only half a league round; it is 
fituated on the eaftern bank of the canal. 
The remainder is deftroyed. The col
leges fubfift no longer. The houfes, built 

(y) Abulfeda, Defcription of Egypt. • 
( x ) Two Mahometan fec]^ 
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with brick, hardened in the fun, offer the 
dreary afpecl: of a heap of cottages. Their 
inhabitants are poor, and without energy; 
all the arts are reduced to fome manu
factures of mats, fome clumfy carpets, 
and the diffillation of rofe-water. This 
town is governed by a Cachef, in the 
name of one of the Beys of Grand Cairo. 
Several Arabian Scheiks who poffefs lands 
in the neighbourhood, compofe his coun
cil : they repair to the Divan two or three 
times a week, according to the invi
tations of the governor. Their chief 
is held in great eifimation. Harmony 
cannot long reign amongft the members 
of adminiftration. The wars continually 
breaking out at Grand Cairo, affect the 
tranquillity of the provinces. The vic
torious party deprives the poffeffors of 
their governments and their lands. The 
Arabs, who have been pillaged, join with 
the Bedouins, who are always ready to 
favour the malecontents, from the hope 
of plunder. They defcend in torrents from 
the- mountains, and fpread defolation over 

the 



the plains. The undifciplined troops fent 
againft them, produce no lefs havock. 
The countryman is pillaged alike by his 
enemy, and his defender. If the Arabs 
are repulfed, they retire into the deferts 
laden with booty. There, their hatred 
againft the Turks ferments with the fire 
of their fun, and when they feel them
felves fiifficiently in force, they return to 
commit new ravages. Such is the fate of 
Egypt. Such are the evils attendant on 
defpotifm. 

Permit me, Sir, to finifh this letter by 
an anecdote reported by Strabo, and which 
proves to what a degree the attention 
paid to the mofl ferocious animals may 
triumph over their ferocity. " The pre-
*' feeture of Arfinoe, fays he, reveres the 
" crocodile, and looks upon it as facred. 
" The priefts preferve one of thern in a 
"particular lake, and call it foucos (a). 

(a) This word is taken from the Greek. It ap

pears that the Egyptian name for the crocodile 

was, Cbemfahy which Herodotus gives it, or perhaps 

Themfab, as the Arahs call it. 

" They 



« They nourifh it with bread, flefh, and 
.*« wine, which they give it in the pre-
*« fence of Grangers, attracted by this 
*< fpectacle. Our hoft, one of the ref-
<« pectable perfonages who mewed us the 
«* facred things, conducted us after dinner 
" to the lake, carrying with him fome 

little cakes, fome roaft meat, and a vafe 
" filled with wine. The crocodile was 
" repofing himfelf on the bank. The 

priefts approached him, one of them 
" opened his mouth, another put the cakes, 
" a n d the flefh and wine into it. After 
" this repaft the monfter defcended quietly 
t l into the water, and fwam to the other 
" fide." 

The Egyptians honoured the crocodile, 
becaufe he was confecrated to Typhon, 
an evil genius, whofe fury they dreaded. 
They thought to calm his indignation, 
and avert the calamities with which he 
afflicted them, by honouring an animal 
which was his fymbolical image. The 
eagernefs with which the inhabitants of 
Celebes feek after this monfter at this 

day; 



day; the name of Sudara (b), or bro

ther, which they beffow upon i t ; the food 
they carry it, muft alfo be founded on the 
ancient worftiip of their country. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(b) Cook's Voyage. Sir Jofeph Banks relates 

fome curious facts respecting the veneration of the 

inhabitants of Celebes for the crocodile. 

L E T 
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T R A V E L S I N T H E D E S A R T , A D J O I N 

I N G T O T H E R E D S E A . 

Defcription of the Country, the mountains, 

and the finds which it is necefj'ary to pafs 

over in going to the monafery of St. An

thony. Obfervatiuns on the plants which 

grow in thofe defarts, on the animals 

which inhabit it, and on the quarries of 

marble andflint flones. Manner of living 

of the religious belonging to the monajiery 

of St. Anthony and St. Paul. Dejcrip-

tion of the extenfve profpeSl from the top 

of mount Col/bum. Reflections on the 

great events which have happened in that 

quarter. 

To Mr. L . M . 

Grand Cairo. 

T E T us continue our route, Sir. On 
returning towards the Nile, by the 

canal of Bouch, we leave behind us M a i -
doum, 



doum, where we remark the moft fou-
therly pyramid of Egypt, feveral iflands 
with hamlets, and the ruins of Aphrodito-
polis, which was fituated on the eaffern 
bank where Atfih now ftands. 

The canal we quit, formerly poured its 
waters into the river for fix months of the 
year. At prefent it conveys them the 
whole year into lake Mceris, which does 
not receive a fufficient quantity by Jo-
feph's canal, half choked up as it is, to 
be able to reftore any to the Nile. 

Bouch affords nothing remarkable. The 
houfes are built of brick, and the roofs 
rife up in the form of pigeon-houfes. 
The Egyptians dwell on the ground floor, 
and the pigeons on the firft. This prac
tice is general throughout the reff of the 
Thebais. Thefe houfes make fome figure 
at a diftance, but on entering them, one 
difcovers nothing but figns of mifery in 
the midft of an abundantly rich country. 

For feveral leagues, the chain of moun
tains which bounds the river on the 
eaft, approaches it very near, leaving only 
a fmall extent of country, fit for agricul

ture. 



ture. This ftrip of land, which extends 
along the foot of barren rocks, is inter-
fperfed with villages, furrounded by cop
pices, by harvelts, by vegetables, and 
fruit trees. It is Nature decorated with 
her treafures at the entrance of the defert. 

Afcending, we fall in with Benifouef, to 
the weftward of the Nile. This town is 
half a league in circumference. The 
mofques, the lofty minarets one difcovers 
through the tops of the trees, prefent an 
agreeable coup-d'ceilbut the other build
ings are only cottages of brick or earth, 
built without elegance, and without tafte. 
A l l the indulfry of the inhabitants is con
fined to a manufacture of coarfe carpets ; 
their whole commerce to the fale of the 
produce of their foil. Benifouef is the 
refidence of a Bey, who, as well as the 
other governors of Egypt, levies with an 
armed force his arbitrary tributes. D u 
ring feveral months of the year, he en
camps with his foldiers near the villages 
under his jurifdiction. After exhaufting 
the fubfiftence of the countrymen, and 
wrefting from them, by dint of fear or 

violence, 



violence, the fruit of their labours, he 
fits down near another burgh to exact fimi-
lar contributions. It is impoffible for me 
to paint to you all the vexations exercifed 
by thefe tyrants. The troops under their 
command are entirely compofed of ban
ditti, whofe crimes have driven them from 
their country. Pity, and all the fenti
ments of nature are extinguilhed in their 
hearts. To give you an idea of this, I 
I fhall only lay before you a fingle anec
dote, which the Count d'Entragues, who 
has jufl left this country was a witnefs to. 
His boat had flopped near a village of the 
Delta. One of thefe extortioners entered 
the hut of a poor woman who had feve
ral children : he preffed her to pay the 
tax impofed by the Bey. She reprefented 
her mifery, and told him, that fhe pof. 
feffed only one mat, and a few earthen 
jars. He made a clofe fearch, and having 
found a bag of rice, was preparing to carry 
it off. She conjured him to defifl, af-
furing him that this was her whole fubfift
ence. « Wil l you then", fays fhe, " make 
i* me die of hunger, and this infant I am 

" fuckling, 



«< fuckling, and all my family r" The bar
barian, unmoved at thefe tender words, 
and the fhower of tears he forced from 
her, takes up the bag of rice. On this 
the wretched mother in defpair, tears the 
boy fhe was fuckling from her bofom, 
and dallied him on the earth. " There, 
" monfter, his blood be on your head." 
After this frightful action fhe inftantly 
dried up her tears, and flood motionlefs 
as a ftatue. The favage foldier went off 
with his prey, without difcovering the 
leaft emotion ! Such is the unhappy lot of 
the people of Egypt. 

Over againft Benifouef flands the village 
of Baiad, partly inhabited by Copti. It 
is from hence that one goes to the mo-
nafteries of St. Antony and St. Paul, fitu
ated1 on mount Colzoum. As thefe fa
vage fpots merit the attention of naturalifts, 
I fhall give you a hafty fketch of them. 
It will afford you fome knowledge of the 
defarts that extend from the Nile to the 
RedS ea. 

Two leagues to the north of Baiad, we 
enter into a narrow valley, formed by Ge-

hi 



be/ Gebei, the hill of the ciftern, and Ha-

jar MouJJbum, the marked ftone. This 
gulley leads to a fandy plain, called Elba-

kara, the cow. Mount Kaieil, or the hill 
of the well-beloved, terminates it to the 
eaft. It is feven or eight leagues wide, 
and much more from north to fouth. Its 
whole extent prefents nothing to the eye 
but a barren fand. One finds only in the 
chinks of the rocks, and by the fides of 
the winter torrents, a little verdure, lome 
acacias, which produce the gum-arabic, 
fenna, fcorpion-wood, the crooked root of 
which is famous as an antidote againft the 
bite of that infect, and fome other plants.-
Oftriches, camels, gazels, and tygers, 

which make continual war on them, inha
bit the caverns in the rocks, and bound 
acrofs thefe fands, where they find with 
difficulty a few patches of grafs. One 
finds here flints of various colours, red, 
grey, black, and blue, and all of a very 
fine grain; their furface, which is expofed 
to the air, is waved and rugged: that 
next the fand is polifhed and brilliant. 
Undoubtedly the attentive naturalift would 
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find in the chinks of the rock's, and the 
bed of the torrents, precious ftones, and 
efpecially emeralds, formerly very common 
in Egypt. At the bottom of Mount 
Kakil there are fprings of brackifh water, 
which is drank in times of neceflity. The 
wild beafts, men themfelves, have no other 
to quench their thirft with. They are fur
rounded by a few date-trees; Above we 
fee the grottoes of hermits, whom the fer
vour of devotion had led, in the firft ages 
of Chriftianity, into this dreadful folitude. 

After climbing up Mount Kakil, we 
defeend into the plain of Elaraba, or of 
waggons, which is not lefs fterile, nor lefs 
ardent than the former.* Its furface is co
vered with arid fands ; it is furrounded by 
burnt rocks ; a few winter torrents traverfe 
i t ; the fun deftroys there every vegetable 
fubftance; but whilft it deprives plants 
and trees of life, it matures in the fides 
of the mountains the rareft ftones. T o 
wards- the north of this plain we difcover 
three quarries of red, white, and black 
marble.- Blocks half hewn out ef ' the 

rock, 
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rock, others difperfed around it, announce 
the labours of man. 

It was here that the Pharaohs made 
them hew thofe hard and polifhed ftones, 
of which they formed the covering, and 
the paffages of their fuperb maufolea. 
They were conveyed on waggons to the 
Nile, from whence they were tranfported 
on rafts to the foot of the pyramids fcj. 
To the fouth of thefe quarries is another 
of beautiful granite* which has been great
ly worked. A refervoir of water, dug a 
little Way off, ferved the purpofes of the 
workmen j further on are grottoes of her
mits, who could not in the whole world 
have chofen a more favage dwelling, npr 

(c) Herodotus, Diodorus Siculus, and Pliny tell 

us, that the marbles which ferved for the lining of the 

pyramids, and the conftru&ion of the pahages, were 

brought from the mountains of Arabia. But as all 

the eaftern part of Egypt between the Red Sea and 

the Ni le was called Arabia, there is reafon to be

lieve that thefe beautiful ftones came from the quar

ries I have been fpeaking of. The plain was called 

el Jraba, the waggons, from the quantity of carriages 

employed in tranfporting thefe enormous maffes. 
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where they might be more remote from 
the intercourfe of mankind. 

After pafling a part of Mount Col-
zoum, we arrive at the monaftery of St. 
Anthony : it has no gate; one enters by 
a window, into which the monks lift 
the traveller by means of a pulley. Thefe 
precautions are neceffary to fecure them 
from the plunder of the Arabs. A lofty 
and thick wall, a quarter of a league in 
circumference, forms the enclofure of it. 
A large garden, where various forts of fruit-
trees are cultivated, occupies a part of it. 
In the other are to be feen the cells of the 
monks, and a fmall church, where divine 
fervice is celebrated. A canal, which re
ceives the waters from the mountains, con
veys them into the monaftery. Though a 
little brackifh, they fupply the wants of 
life, and the culture of fruits and vegeta
bles. The religious Copti who inhabit it 
devote themfelves to a moft auftere penance. 
They obferve a rigid abftinencc, and drink 
wine only on the four great feftivals of 
the year. A fort of pafte, feafoned with 
the oil of fefame, falt-fifti, honey, and the 

produce 



produce of their garden, conftiture their 
food. Schifm has corrupted the purity of 
their doctrine, and their obftinate attach
ment to the errors of Monothelifm i s ex-
ceflive. They imagine, however, they 
poffefs an abfolute empire over demons, 
fcrpents, and wild beads. Their fuperior, 
when Father Sicard went to vifit them, 
was labouring at the philosopher's ftone. 
Amidft a total renunciation of all the 
comforts of focial life, he was occupied in 
the refearch for gold ! 

Thefe monks preferve a great veneration 
for the grotto of St. Anthony; it is an 
obfcure habitation, dug out of the moun
tain, where that father of the monaftic 
life lived as in a tomb, furrounded by Iha-
dows and deferts. A rock of a league 
diameter, lofty and fteep, feparates this 
convent from that of St. Paul. The im-
poflibility of getting over it obliges one to 
make a circuit round the mountain, and it 
is two day's work to get at it. This mo-
naftery, built on the eaftern fide of mount 
Colzoum, is alfo inhabited by Copti, as 
miferable, as pious, and as ignorant as the 
former. 
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Seated on the fummit of Colzoum, the 
Red Sea is at one's feet; one difcovers at 
a diftance that extremity, towards which 
the chief of the Ifraelites is faid to have 
paffed with all his people, between the 
fufpendtd waves; and to the fouth-eaft 
the famous hills of Oreb and of Sinai, 
where he received the tables of the law. 

The light of thefe places leads to ferious 
meditations. One contemplates around 
one's felf the countries whence have ori
ginated the great religions which alternate
ly have reigned upon the earth. That of 
the Egyptians fubfifts no longer. The 
Jewifh religion is not extinct, in fpite of 
the difgraces of that reprobated people. 
The Chriftian and the Mahometan fublift 
from one end of the univerfe to the other. 
How fertile in wonders have been the 
countries, the mountains, the fea, I am 
contemplating from this elevation! the 
hiftory of nations is filled with them, and 
the barbarous inhabitants of thefe coun
tries ftill preferve their memory. 

Let us defcend from mount Colzoum, 
and approach the Red Sea. Its fhores are 

covered 
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covered with innumerable (hells, whofe 
beauty, fhape, and colours alternately at
tract our eyes. It is difficult to choofe 
out of fuch a variety. Marine plants cover 
the rocks; the waters are rilled with co
rals, fome white, and others red as fcarlet. 
Join to thefe curious objects the variegated 
marbles of the mountains, the precious 
mines they contain, the plants which grow 
along the torrents, the rare flints with 
which the fands are If revved, and you will 
admit, that all thefe riches well deferve 
the attention of a naturalifl. But in truth, 
the knowledge of them muft be purchafed 
by fo much fatigue and peril, one muft be 
fo long expofed to the plunder of the 
Arabs, and to the burning heats of the fun, 
that we ought not to be furprifed, i f 
no learned man has yet dared to furvey 
thefe defarts. Let us quit them, Sir, and 
return to the Nile, whofe banks are deli
cious, after fuch a voyage. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
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R O U T E F R O M B A I A D T O A C H M O U N A I N . 

Defcription of the towns and villages on both 

banks of the river. Delineation of their 

various afpects. Account of their go-

vernment. Situation of the two branches 

which form the great canal of Bahr 

Ioufeph, Defcription of the facrifice 

made to the Sun, engraved on a rock near 

Babain. Reflections on thisfubject. Re

marks on the principality of Melaoui, de

pendent on Mecca, and on the magnificent 

portico of Achmounain, with the adven

ture of Father Sicard, 

T o M r . L . M . 

Grand Cairo* 

H E North wind that blows, Sir, 

invites us to purfue our voyage. 

Cne of the advantages of the fituation of 

Egypt, is the enjoying this falutary wind 

more 



more than nine months of the year. Be-
fide tempering the exceflive heats, diflipat-
ing the noxious vapours, and carrying into 
Abyflinia the clouds whofe diflblution into 
rain occafions the annual inundation of the 
Nile, it ferves alfo to enable the boats to 
afcend againft the rapidity of the current. 
Let us take the advantage of this favour
able gale, and fail towards the Upper The
bais. Seated on the deck of our bark, 
borne on the waters, which are on a level 
with the banks, we have a full command 
of the adjacent country, and a new fpecta
cle is every moment opening to our view. 
Already the minarets of BenifouefXok them
felves in the horizon. Other villages ap
pear in fight. Here Berangieb lies con
cealed under the (hade of date-trees. On 
the other bank Abou Ennour appears at the 
foot of the mountains. Further off ftands 
Be'be*, where the Copti preferve the relics 
of Saint George, embellifhed by the rich-
nefs of the furrounding harvefts, for it pre-
fents nothing but cottages with a fmall 
mofcjue. To the eaftward is the com

mence* 



mencement of Gebal Etteir (a1) tjie hill pf 
birds. It derives its name from the mul
titude of kites, hawks, .eagles, Pharaoh's 
fpwls* a n d cormorants, which refts there, to 
be in reaclinefs tp fall upon trjeir prey. The 
woocjs which border the foot of the rocks are 
inhabited by turtle-doves, and other fmall 
birds. Flocks of ibifes, cranes, fwans and 
ftorks, line ĥe tjank? of the river, and co
ver tfye Nile during;,the winter. Flights of 
pigeons cJfl&e.Q the ajr. They are more 
numerous in Egypt than in any otjief coun
try on the earth. Every hamlet, and every 
town forms a vaft pigeon-hpufe. Their 
excrement is carefully collected, to dung 
the melon plants. 

The burgh of Fechne, called Fenchi, in 
the time of the Greeks, ftands on the 
weftern bank. The large ifland oppofite, 
raifes its verdant head above the waters. 
Various vegetables, cucumbers, and excel
lent melons, partly cover it. Abou Girge, 

(d)'Tht birds of prey are very numerous, and va

rious in Egypt, becaufe they are never killed, and they 

find plenty of food j fmall birds are more fcarce. 

where 
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where the Copti have a convent, i s n o t 

far from it. Scheroune1runs along the foot 
of the hill of birds. This fide is inhabited 
by independent Arabs, who pillage every 
boat they can furprife, and when troops 
are fent againft them, they penetrate into 
the deferts, whofe fources they alone are 
acquainted with, and where the Turks 
dare not follow them. When the ftorm 
is over* they return in force to refume 
their poffeffions. The traveller fhould 
always be on his guard, march with arms, 
ftand fentry, fire mufket-fhot from time 
to time during the night, and fuffer no 
boat to come near his, otherwife he 
runs a great rifk of being robbed and mur
dered. 

The eye naturally turns away from the 
eaftern bank, lined with barren rocks, to 
repofe itielf on the teeming fields which 
appear to the weftward. The earth is 
cultivated on that fide to the very borders 
of the river. The ifle of Sobra contains 
a hamlet in a muft beautiful pofition. It 
is placed r.mongft the trees, in the middle 
of harvefts, ot verdure, and of water. What 

charming 



charming habitations might a polilhed 
people form in the iflands of the Nile! 
The curious might there collecl: the trees 
of every warm climate. He might plant 
there whole woods of oranges, myrtles, 
pomegranates, and rofe-trees. The Ara
bian jeifamine, the odoriferous fhrubs, the 
magnolia of America, would grow won
derfully well there. The perfumed pine
apple, tthe banana, the orange, the moft 
delicious fruits, would amply repay him, 
for his labour. Surrounded by the arts, 
and by that nature which he would have 
embelliftied, his happy days would glide 
away under the fhade of enchanted thickets. 
Thefe, Sir, are only wilhes thrown into 
the uncertainty of the future; but grant 
me, at leaft, the confolation of thinking, 
that they will one day be realized. 

We arrive at the port of Mmieh, a pretty 
considerable town. It is handfome, po
pulous, and commercial. It is the refi-
dence of a Cachef. A cuftom-houfe is 
eftablilhed here, and the boats which def-
cend from the Said, are obliged to flop, 
and to pay a duty according to the mer-
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chandize they carry. We find here co
lumns overturned, and the remains of an
cient edifices. It is not improbable that 
they are the ruins of (e) Cynopolis, placed 
by Strabo and Ptolemy above FenebL 
The inhabitants of this city held the dog 
in great veneration. The priefts nourifhed 
them with facred meat, in honour of Anu-
bis, the companion and guardian of Ofi-
ris (fj. Strabo lays down Oxyrinchus at 
fome diftance from Cynopolis, in the in
terior of the country. Scattered marbles, 
and heaps of rubbifh, lying round Bebnefe, 
on Jofeph's canal, determine the pofition 
of that ancient city (g), where the fifh 
called oxyrinchus by the Greeks was looked 
upon as facred. 

This long plain, which extends between 
the Nile and Babr Ioufepb, is of the 

(e) The city of Dogs. 

(f) Strabo, 1. 17. 

(g) M r . Pocock lays down Oxyrinchus in the fpot 

occupied by Gitgc. This pofition does not appear 

to me exacl, fince Strabo pofitively fays that Oxyrin

chus was not on the banks of the Ni le , but within 

the country. 
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greateft beauty. The corn, the barley, 
the flax, the beans* fowh in fields furround
ed by rivulets, g row there in abundance. 
The dourra, and the fugar-cane, rife there 
to a great height. A l l the plants are 
vigorous and full of fap; all the trees are 
loaded with fruit. The picture of abun
dance continually recreates the fight; but 
it is disfigured by the appearance of the 
feafant covered with rags, and thofe 
earthen huts where he fhuts himfelf up a 
prey to mifery, after bedewing with the 
fweat of his brow, the rich harveft he has 
been gathering, but not for him. It is 
true then that wholefome laws do more 
for the happinefs of nations, than all the 
treafures of nature. 

The village of Gerabie is oppofite to 
Minieh. Higher up is the burgh of Saoua* 
di. It is here that the grottoes of the 
Thebais commence, fo famous for the 
aufterity of the anchorites, who retired thi
ther in the firft ages of the church. They 
extend the fpace of twenty leagues, even 
over againft Manfehut. They are quarries 

dug 



dug by the Egyptians, and the hierogjy.. 
phics one fees on thern confirm their an
tiquity. 

A foreft of date-trees begins above 
Saouadi, and defcends to the bank-of the 
river. The ifle ofiSahfa is at no great 
diftance from it. Villages continually 
fucceed each other. Their1 contiguity, the 
variety of their afpects, the number of their 
inhabitants, render the. lintifcapes entirely 
lively, and highly diverfifiedV Near to 
Rodda one diftinguifhes the entrance of one 
of the branches of Bahr Ioufeph: the 

other is higher up at the village of Ta
t-out Ecbcberif. 1 M r . Norden has only 
laid down the former, ahd Father Sicard 
only the latter ; they ftill fubfift. 

Defcending the canal oi Rodda, whofe 
banks are charming,, we enter into the 
great bed of Bahr .Ioufeph 9- on .the fide of 
which Hands the village of Aboufir* A 
league to the fouthward,. we crofs the ruins 
of an ancient town, from the remains of 
which the burgh of Babaia. has enriched 
itfelf. At fome diftance beyond it our 
attention is fixed by a curious monument. 

It 



It is a rock fmoothed with the point of the 
chifel, in the depth of which a grotto of 
fifty feet diameter, and fix deep, is hewn. 
The bottom reprefents a facrifice offered to 
the fun. This luminary is there fculptured 
in demi-relievo. On the right two priefts, 
decorated with pointed caps, lift up their 
arms towards him, and touch with their 
fingers the extremity of his rays. Behind 
them, two children with their heads 
dreffed in the fame manner, hold in their 
hands full cups, deftined for the libations. 
Three piles, fupported by feven vafes with 
their handles, and placed below the fun, 
bear on their fummits flaughtered lambs. 
On the left we difcover two young girls, 
attached only to the ftone by the feet and 
back. The Arabs have knocked off their 
heads, and disfigured them with their 
lances. Various hieroglyphics compofe, 
undoubtedly, the hiftory of this facrifice, 
which I imagine was an offering to Jupi
ter Ammon, a fymbolical divinity, by 
which the ancient Egyptians denoted the 
fun entering the fign of the ram. This 
animal was confecrated to him, and the 

com-
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commencement of the aftronomical year, 
and the renewal of the light, was cele
brated by this circumftance. This monu
ment, hewn out of a hard ftone, muft pafs 
to the lateft pofterity. 

Near to Babain is Touna fhj. Between 
this village and that of Aboufir we trace 
the ruins of an ancient aqueduct of brick, 
which conveyed the* waters to the foot of 
the mountains. Keeping along the banks 
of Bahr Ioufeph, we arrive at Tar out Eccbe-

rifi where this great ĉ anal has its prin
cipal entrance. Melaoui is three leagues 
diftant from it to the north. It is a hand-
fome town, fituated in a fertile plain. There 
is a confiderable market here. Every ar
ticle is to be met with in abundance, and 
at a very low price. Malaoui and feveral 
villages which lurround it, compofe a fmall 
principality, which was formerly given to 
Mecca. The Emir Haji, or the Prince of 
the caravan, had the privilege of fending 

(b) T h i s is" the city called by Strabo the Upper Tar.is, 

and near to which he lays down the courfe of the great 

canal. Here are the ruins of a temple of the fun. 

V O L . I. N n thither 



thither a Sandar (i) to govern it. The latter 
fends to Grand Cairo considerable tributes in 
grain, which he draws from the inhabitants., 
and the Emir Haji conveys them to the 
Cherif of Mecca. 

The village of Achmounain, four miles to 
the north of Me/aoui, is remarkable for the 
ruins it contains. Amongft the heaps of 
rubbifh it is furrounded*with, one admires 
a fuperb portico, that has fuffered nothing 
from time. It is one hundred feet long, 
twenty-five wide, #and is fupported by 
twelve columns, which have only a plain 
fafcia by way of capital. Each column is 
compofed of three blocks of granite, form
ing in all fixty feet in height, by twenty-
five in circumference. The block which 
reds upon the bafe is limply rounded, and 
loaded with hieroglyphics, which commence 
with a pyramid. The two others are fluted. 
The columns are ten feet diftant from each 
other, except the two middle ones, which, 

(i) Sandar fignifies governor and general of the ar

my ; the perfon inverted with this character unites the 

civil and military power. 
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ferving for the entrance, leave between 
them an interval of fifteen feet. Ten enor
mous Hones cover the whole extent of the 
portico. Over them is a double row. 
The two middle ones, which rife in the 
form of a pediment, furpafs the others 
in height and thicknefs. One is (truck 
with altonifhment at tfie fight of thefe 
malfes of rocks that the art of man has 
been able to elevate to the height of fixty 
feet. The frieze which goes round it, is 
covered with hieroglyphics very well carved. 
We fee the figures of birds, of infects, of 
men feated, to whom others feem to make 
offerings, and different forts of animals. 
This is probably the hiftory of the time, 
the place, and the deity in whofe honour 
this monument was raifed. The portico 
was painted red and blue. Thefe colours 
are effaced in many places j but the low
er part of the architrave which furrounds 
the colonnade, has preferved a gold colour 
altonifhingly lively. It is -the fame with 
the ceiling, where the (tars of gold mine 
upon an azure fky with a dazzling bril-
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liancy. This monument, conftru&ed be
fore the conqueft of the Perfians, has nei
ther the elegance, nor the purity of the 
Grecian architecture; but its folidity, 
which it feems impoffible to deftroy, its 
awful Simplicity, and its majefty, command 
admiration. What ideas muft we enter
tain of the temple^or the palace, of which 
this announced the entry ? I will confefs to 
you, Sir, that one cannot but be greatly fur-
prifed at rinding amidft Arabian andTurkifh 
huts, edifices which feem to have been the 
works of genii. Their antiquity ftill adds 
to their eftimation. Efcaped from the ra
vages of destructive conquerors, Stamped 
with the impretlion of ages, they impofe a 
fort of veneration on the contemplating 
traveller. The modern Egyptians behold 
with indifference thefe beautiful remains 
of antiquity, and fuffer them to fubfift, 
only becaufe it would be too expenfive to 
deftroy them. Superftition and ignorance 
lead them to imagine, that they contain 
treafures accordingly, they do not per
mit travellers to take a faithful drawing of 

them. 



them. One expofes one's life in making 
the attempt. I fhall relate to you what 
happened to Father Sicard whilft he was 
admiring the beauty of the portico of Ach
mounain. " Light not your cenfer," fays 
the Arab his conductor gravely to him, 
l ( for fear we fhould be furprized in the 
" fact:, and that we fuffer for i t . " — " What 
" do you mean ? I have neither cenfer, nor 
" fire, nor incenfe."—" You laugh at me; 

u a ftranger like you would not come here 
" merely from curiofity.—And what then ? 
" —I'know that by your fkill you are ac-
M quainted with the place where the great 
" cheft full of gold is hid, which our fa-
" thers left us. If your cenfer was feen, 
" it would foon be imagined that you 
" came here to open our cheft by your 
" magic words, and carry off our trea-
« fure." 

Such, Sir, is the general opinion of the 
modern Egyptians, with refpect to the 
Europeans. They look upon us all as ma
gicians, and imagine that by taking only 
the dimenfions of their antiquities, we have 
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the power of carrying off their treafures. 
Accordingly, they never fee you write, or 
take drawings, without anxiety, and they 
prevent it as much as pofTible. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
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D E S C R I P T I O N OF T H E C O U N T R Y F R O M 

A C H M O U N A I N TO A C H M I M . 

Defcription of En fine, heretofore Antinoi, 

built by Adrian, in honour of his favourite 

Antinous. Extent of that city. Columns 

and gates remaining there of a beautiful 

architecture. Thefe monuments not com

parable with the portico of Achmounain. 

Details on the principal towns ftuated on 

the banks of the Nile, with the compara

tive geography of their ancient and modern 

pofition. Deficription of Achmim, for

merly Chemmis or Panopolis: Remarks 

on the remains of the ancient temple fill 

fubfijling in the time of Abulfeda, and on the 

ferpent Harridi, with which the Mahome

tan priefis deceive the people. 

T o M r . L . M . 

Grand Cairo. 

J J ^ E T us quit the portico of Achmounain, 

and crofs the Nile, to vifit the remains 
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of Antinoe. Abulfeda gives us the follow
ing account of it (k) : " Enfinc, (the name 
" given it by the Arabs), contains remark-
" able ruins of ancient monuments. It is 
" fituated towards the middle of the Said, 
«' to the eaft of the Nile, and is dependent 
0 on the province of Achmounain, which is 
*f on the other fide. It is an ancient city," 
adds the geographer of Nubia, " furround-
" ed by a well-cultivated country, abound-
*' ing in fruits and harvefts. It is vulgarly 
" called the city of the Magi (I), becaufeit 
" is from thence that Pharaoh made them 
" come to his court." 

I fhall add fome particulars to what are 
mentioned by thofe geographers, in order to 
make you better acquainted with the pre-

• 
(k) Abulfeda, defcription of Egypt. 

(I) Antinoe was built near the ruins of Abydus, 

where the Egyptians revered the oracle of the God Befa. 

T h i s oracle, one of the moft ancient of Egypt, was 

ftill famous in the time of the Emperor Conftantius. 

Ammianus Marcellinus, book 19. fays, that all the 

neighbouring people went to confult h im, and aficm-

bled at a certain period to celebrate feftivais in his ho

nour. T h i s is the reafon why the Arabs call Antince, 

iituc ted near Abydus, the city of the M a g i . 
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fent State of thefe places. Adrian, whofe 
Shameful vices tarnilhed the fplendor of 
the molt brilliant qualities, having loft his 
favourite Antinous in a journey in Egypt, 
wifhed to erect a lafting monument to his 
memory. He founded a city of his name; he 
marked out the plan upon an even foil, and 
built it with a royal magnificence. It was 
half a league in circumference two prin
cipal ftreets, of forty-five feet wide, which 
interfered each other at right angles, tra-
verfed its whole extent. The others were 
narrower, but equally Straight. The two 
largeft terminated by four gates, fome of 
which ftill fubiift ; the handfomeft has three 
vaulted entries ; that of the middle is forty 
feet high, by twenty-two in width, and 
twenty thick j the other two are fmailer. 
Each of the facades of this edifice is orna
mented with four pilaftres in has relief, 
the Corinthian capitals of which, with the 
leaf of the acanthus, have a confiderable 
projection. This beautiful gate was fur
rounded by eight Corinthian columns, of 
the fame height with itfelf. One only has 
elcuped the ravages of time, and of men ; 

the 



the reft are either mutilated or deftroyed; 
but the pedeftals remain entire. Befides 
this edifice, one difcovers in different quar
ters of the town, heaps of rubbifh, which 
announce temples or palaces deftroyed. If 
we may judge from the diftances of the 
pedeftals along the ftreets, they were bor
dered by a colonnade, which formed a por
tico on each fide, and allowed the inha
bitants to walk fheltered from the fun. 
This architecture muft have formed a 
charming coup-d'ceil. Befides thefe em-
bellifhments, one of the fquares was orna
mented with four large pillars of the Corin
thian order, three of which have perifhed ; 
their bales alone remain. The fourth is in 
perfect prefervation ; it is about fifty feet 
high. The fhaft is compofed of feveral 
ftones. On the firft is carved an orna
ment of oak leaves. One reads on the pe-
deftal a Greek infcription, half effaced(m)y 

which 

(m) T h i s infcription begins with thefe words : To 

the prcfperity of the Emperor 'Cafar, Marcus Aurelius 

Severus, Alexander, pious, happy Aurelius being 

pro-feel of the new Greeks of Antinoe, Zs'c. W e read it 

on two of the pedeftals ; it is almoft obliterated on the 

two 



which dedicates it to the emperor Alex
ander Severus. The fenate of Alexandria, 
loaded with his bounty, had already erect
ed to him the famous column I have fo 
much talked of to you it elevated thefe 
other four in his honour, after his triumphs 
over the Perlians for the foliage of oak 
which crowns the bale of that which fub-
fills, was the lign of victory amongft, the 
Romans. Such, Sir, are the beft pre
ferved monuments to be remarked amongft 
the ruins of Antinoe. Did not the in-
fcriptions, and the teftimonies of hiftorians 
make known the founder of this city, the 
arches of the gates fn), the capitals of the 
pillars, the deficiency of hieroglyphics 
would inform us, that it is not the work of 
the Egyptians. We admire in them that 
tafte, that elegance, the Romans learnt 
from the Greeks; but we do not behold 

two othors. See Father Sicard, Lcttres Edlfiantes; 

who gives this infcription in Greek. 

(n) In none of the monuments remaining to us of 

ancient Egypt, do we fee an arch or column of any of 

the Grecian orders, but fLoncs of an aitoniihing fize, 

covered with hieroglyphics, '\ 

that 



that majefty, that folidity, that marvellous 
grandeur which the people of Egypt knew 
how to Stamp on their monuments, and 
which other nations have never been able 
to attain. The remains of Antinoe, in 
fpite of their magnificence, are very trifling 
in comparifon with the portico of Ach
mounain, though it be fifteen hundred years 
older. 

Near to this city are the ruins of the 
ancient Abydus, where men reforted to 
confult the oracle of the God Befa. A 
convent of dervifes, called Cbeik Abaide, 
Hands on its fite. Towards the end of 
the fourth century, Antinoe was peopled by 
Christians. Palladius affures us, that there 
were twelve convents of virgins there, and 
feveral others inhabited by Monks. It is 
perhaps to this prodigious increafe of celi
bacy within fo fmall a town, that its ruin 
may be attributed. 

There are ftill feveral Coptic monasteries 
in the environs, the monks of which pafs 
their time in mifery and ignorance. The 
fertile plains, which, according to the N u 
bian geographer, furrounded Enjine, have 

difappeared 
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difappeared with their inhabitants, and 
given place to fands and defarts. 

Let us re-imbark, Sir, and afcend the 
great river. Behold in that mountain to 
the eaft, that range of grottoes, hereto
fore inhabited by pious anchorites. The 
hiftory of the church has celebrated their 
abftinence. Fruit, bread, and water, com
pofed their nourifhment. This auffere 
and contemplative life is lefs furprifing in a 
warm climate, where temperance in eating 
and drinking is a matter of neceflity, and 
contemplation an enjoyment. From their 
cells they difcovered the Nile, the groves, 
the harvests, and that crowd of boats which 
navigate on it day and night. But what 
is aflonifhing, is, that they mould have 
had the refolution to remain idle their 
whole lives in the midft of that perpetual 
movement, the fpectacle of which they had 
continually before their eyes. Thefe grot
toes extend as far as Manfelout. This lit
tle town, fituated to the weft, in the mid
dle of a fertile country, is governed by a 
Cachef. The Turks have different mofques 
there. Oppofite to it appears a Coptic con

vent, 



vent, into which one mounts by a pulley; a 
precaution the monks are obliged to make 
ufe of, again ft the rapacious Arabs. 

The burgh of Salaem {hews itfelf at a 
diftance by its lofty pigeon-houfes of a 
fquare form. A little higher we coaft 
along an iiland of fome length, and en
ter a creek of the Nile which leads to 
Shut (o). This is a large town, well 
built, and very populous. A lake is dug 
there, from which they water the grounds. 
The gardens abound with vegetables and 
fruit trees. Its fituation on an artificial 
eminence, apprizes us that it is built on 
the lite of an ancient town. According-
ly we difcover the veftiges of Lycopolis, 
where the wolf was regarded as a facred 
animal. 

Ahoutig is on the fame fide, at half a 
league from the rivar. It is a very gay 

(t) Poccck thinks that Stout is the fame with An-

teopolis. He is miftaken : Anteopolis is laid down by 

Ptolemy higher up, and on the other bank. 

Strabo, l ib. 17, places Lycopolis above the canal 

which throws itfelf into lake Tanis. T h i s is a fault 

of the copyift ; we fhould read, lake Mceris. 

little 



little town. It Hands on the lite o f Abo
rts, mentioned by Stephen o f Byzantium. 
The Turks ftill cultivate here, as in the 
time of Abulfeda (q), the poppy, from 

which they make opium. The rich take 
it with voluptuoufnefs, to procure them
felves agreeable vifions. The common 
people content themfelves with taking fall
ing, little balls of the leaf of hemp chop
ped, which produce the fame effects. 
Aboutig is governed by an Emir. The 
yoke of thefe Arabian princes is not fo 
heavy as that of the Beys. Under their 
empire the people enjoy more tranquillity, 
and are lefs expofed to the ravages of the 
undifciplined troops of Cairo; nay, one 
often finds in thefe old men that impartial 

juftice, that humanity, that affecting ten-
dernefs, with which the ancient patriarchs 
ruled their families. 

The burgh of Settef/, above Aboutig, re-
prefents the fmall city of Apollo. It is 
fituated inland, and is partly inhabited by 
Copti. During the travels of Father Si-

(<i) Abulfeda, defcription of Egypt. 

card, 



card, a very lingular accufation was form
ed againft himfrj. Two Chriftians of 
the country came to the governor, and 
told him that this ftranger was preparing 
to nail up the banks of the Nile with magic 
nails, and to divert the inundation by his 
enchantments. This declaration greatly 
embarralfed the Arab prince. He would 
have apprehended the learned miffionary, 
had not a Janiflary, who travelled with 
him, become refponlible for his perfon, 
and maintained, that the Copti were ca
lumniators. This anecdote is fufficient to 
give you an idea of the ignorance and fu-
perftition of the modern Egyptians. 

Amongft the numerous villages which 
border on the Nile, we remark Theme, 
governed by a Cachef, and oppolite to alarge 
ifland, the afpect of which is delightful. On 
the other fide, Silin, anciently Selinon, hides 
itfelf at the foot of the mountains. Kau 
Elkebire prefents nothing but a miferable 
burgh built on the ruins of Anteopolis. 
This city contained the magnificent tem-

(r) Lettres edinantes. 
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pie, which the Egyptians, according to 
Diodorus Siculus, built in honour of A n -
tasus, who was overcome by Hercules. 
No part of it is remaining but the portico, 
fupported by huge columns, and covered 
with large ftones. One of them may be 
diftinguilhed, thirty feet long by five wide. 
The ceiling, painted with gold and azure, 
has preferved the livelinefs of its colours. 
The Turks have converted it into a ftable, 
where they collect their herds. Accord
ingly, this magnificent portico is full of 
filth. Such is the value they annex to the 
moft beautiful works of antiquity. 

On the eaftern bank we meet with a 
chain of villages, Gown elarab, Mecbta, 

and Cha b tour a, over againft Zein Eddin. 

A branch of the Nile inclofes the burgh 
of Tatba, governed by a Cachef. Nothing 
can be more agreeable than the adjacent 
plains, frelher than their verdure, nor 
richer than their harvefts. They owe 
thefe advantages to the waters of the river 
which furround them. The city of Venus, 
on whofe ruins Tatba is built, could not 
have been better placed. Above Tatba 

V O L . I. O o we 



we coaft along the ifle of Chandouil, and 
at length difcover on the edge of the hori
zon, the lofty minarets of Achmim, 

" Achmim," fays Abulfeda, " is a large 
« town of Upper Egypt, fituated on the 
" eaftern bank of the Nile. One ad-
*? mires there a temple, which is com-
« parable to the moft celebrated mo-
«' numents of antiquity. It is conftrucled 
" w-ith ftones of a furprifing fize, on 
" which are fculptured innumerable fi-
" gures. Doulnoun (s) was a native of 
" Achmim." Though this town be fal
len from its ancient fplendor, it is ftill one 
of the moft beautiful of Upper Egypt. 
A n Arab prince commands there. The 
police is well attended to. The ftreets are 
wide and clean, and commerce and agri
culture flourifh. It has a manufactory of 
cotton, fluffs, and pottery, which are con
veyed over all Egypt. It is the fame that 

(s) T h i s Doulnoun has written a treatife cal

led Ehnejanbat, the Experiments, a copy of which 

is certainly amongft the manufcripts in the king's 

library. 

Hero-



Herodotus ft J calls Chemmis, and Strabo 
Panopolis (u). It has loft its ancient edi
fices, and much of its extent, fince fhe 
ruins of the temple, defcribed by Abulfeda, 
are without its limits, to the north. N o 
thing remains of it but fome ftones, fo 
large that the Turks have not been able 
to move them. They are covered with 
hieroglyphics, and one of them of an ex
traordinary fculpture. There are traced 
on it four concentric circles, in a fquare. 
The innermoft of thefe contains a fun. The 
two fucceeding ones, divided into twelve 
parts, contain, one, twelve birds, the other, 
twelve animals almoft effaced, which ap
pear to be the Signs of the zodiac. The 
fourth has no divisions, and prefents twelve 
human figures fxj. The four feafons oc

cupy 

(t) Herodotus fays, that Perfeus was a native of 

this city, and that his defcendents have eftablifhed 

fcfhvals there in his honour. 

(u) The city of Pan. This god was worihipped 

here. 

(x) I imagine thefe figures reprefent the twelve 

gods, the twelve months of the year, the twelve fjgns 

* f the zodiac. T h e Egyptians, fays Herodotus, are 

O o 2 the 



cupy the angles of the fquare, on the fide 
of which may be diftinguilhed a globe 
with wings. It is probable that this 
ftone belonged to a temple dedicated to 
the fun, that the whole of thefe hierogly
phics marks his palfage into the figns of 
the zodiac, and his courfe, whofe revolu
tion forms the year. This ftone is a proof 
that the Egyptians polfeifed aftronomical 
knowledge from the moft remote antiquity. 
The columns of this temple have been part
ly broken to make lime, and millflones. 
Some of them have been tranfported into 
one of the mofques of Achmim, where they 
are placed without tafte -3 others are heaped 
up in the fquares of this town. 

I cannot leave Achmim, Sir, without 
telling you of a ferpent which is the won
der of the country. Upwards of a cen
tury ago, a religious Turk called Scheilk 
Haridi died here. He palled for a faint 
among the Mahometans.. They raifed a 
monument to him, covered with a cupola, 
at the foot of the mountain. The people 

the firft who divided the year into twelve months, and 

employed the names of the twelve gods. Book fecond. 
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.flocked from all parts to offer up their 
prayers to him. One of their priefts, 
adroitly profiting by their credulity, per-
fuaded them that God had made the foul 
of Scheilk Haridi pafs into the body of 
a ferpent. Many of thefe are found in the 
Thebais, which are harmlefs. He had 
taught one to obey his voice. He ap
peared with his ferpent, dazzled the vul
gar by his furprifing tricks, and pretended 
to cure all diforders. Some lucky inftances 
of fuccefs due to nature alone, and fome-
times to the imagination of the patients, 
gave him great celebrity. He foon con
fined his ferpent Haridi to the tomb, pro
ducing him only to oblige princes, and 
perfons capable of giving him a handfbmc 
recompenfe. The fucceffors of this prieft, 
brought up in the fame principles, found 
no difficulty in giving fancfion to fo advan
tageous an error. They added to the 
general perfuafion of his virtue, that of 
his immortality. They had the boldnefs 
even to make a public proof of it. The 
ferpent was cut in pieces in prefence of 
the Emir, and placed for two hours under 
a vafe. At the inftant of lifting up the 

vafe, 



vafe, the priefts, no doubt, had the addrefs 
to fubftitute one exactly refembling it. A 
miracle was proclaimed, and the immor
tal Haridi acquired a frefh degree of confe
deration. This knavery procures them 
great advantages. The people flock from 
all quarters to pray at this tomb; and i f 
the ferpent crawls out from under the 
ftone, and approaches the fuppliant, it is a 
fign that his malady will be cured. You 
may imagine, that he does not appear 
til l an offering has been made propor
tioned to the quality and riches of the 
different perfons. In extraordinary cafes, 
where the fick perfon cannot be cured 
without the prefence of the ferpent, a pure 
virgin muff come to fblicit him. T o 
avoid inconveniencies on this head, they 
take care to choofe a very young girl indeed. 

She is decked out in her befl clothes, and 
crowned with flowers. She puts herfelf 
in a praying attitude, and as the priefts are 
inclined, the ferpent comes out, makes 
circles round the young fuppliant, and 
goes and repofes on her. The virgin, 
accompanied by a vaft multitude, carries 
him in triumph, amidft of the gene

ral 



ral acclamation. N o human reafoning 

would perfuade thefe ignorant and credu

lous Egyptians that they are the dupes 

of a few impoftors. They believe in 

the ferpent Haridi, as firmly as in the 

prophet. T h e Chriftians of the coun

try have no more doubts of his vir

tue, than the T u r k s ; but they maintain 

that this ferpent is the daemon Afmo-

deus, who flew the feven hufbands of 

Tobit's wife, brought by the angel R a 

phael to this place, after metamorphofing 

him, and that God makes ufe of him to 

deceive the infidels. The ferpent has 

played a very aftonilhing part in the hif

tory of mankind. H e feduced Eve. By 

the order of Mofes, he devoured thofe of 

the Egyptians. He made Alexander of 

Abonotica pafs for a god. He cures at 

this day the inhabitants of Achmim. 

This ferpent is of the kind deferibed 

by Herodotus, and which were held fa

cred in ancient Egypt. They were called 

Agatbo daimofiy Good Genius, and they 

were the emblem of Cneph, a Symbolical 

Deity, who denoted the Divine Goodnefs. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

E N D OF T H E F I R S T V O L U M E . 
















