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Abstract - New distributional data of the little known species Oecophora bractella
in Serbia are reported.

key wordS: Oecophora bractella, new records, Serbia

Izvleček – NoVi PodaTki o VrSTi OECOPHORA BRACTELLA
(LiNNaeUS, 1758) V SrBiJi (LePidoPTera: oeCoPHoridae)
Navedeni so novi podatki o slabše poznani vrsti Oecophora bractella v Srbiji. 

kLJUčNe BeSede: Oecophora bractella, novi podatki, Srbija

representatives of the family oecophoridae in Serbia have not been sufficiently
examined yet. The first data were published by Živojinović (1950), who outlined
Alobonia staintoniella (Zeller 1767) and Harpella forficella (Scopoli 1763) for
Majdanpek area. The same species were published later by Zečević (1999, 2002) for
Zaječar and Mt. Stol. Fazekas (2009) recorded Crassa unitella (Hübner, 1976) for
some Balkan countries, including Serbia. Finally, Stojanović et al. (2014) reported
Denisia stipella (L, 1758) for Tara Mt., kaluđerske Bare, western Serbia. according
to karsholt & razowski (1996), 44 species of oecophoridae occur in former
yugoslavia. when it comes to Oecophora bractella (Linnaeus, 1758), only few data
are known from former yugoslavia. Following literature, this species was mentioned
by rebel (1904) for Bosnia and Herzegovina, Prenj Mt; abafi-aigner (1910) for
Croatia, Bakar (Buccari); kasy (1961) for Macedonia, Treska; klimesch (1968) for
Macedonia, Treska, Brodec, Petrina, Planina Mt. and Lesar & Govedič (2010) for
Slovenia.
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The first records of Oecophora bractella (L., 1758) in Serbia were published by
Stojanović (2012). He observed this species in two localities in Fruška Gora Mt.:
Ledinci Stokuća (UTM: dr00) and Sremski karlovci Stražilovo (dr10).

New data

west Serbia region towards Bosnia and Herzegovina and Montenegro border in
geologic–tectonic term belongs to inner dinarides, while in phytogeographical terms
it belongs to Moesian phytogeographic province of the Balkan floristical subregion
(Horvatić, 1967). in the first place due to lack of exploration, we decided to get to
know the composition of the Lepidoptera fauna in the river Lim valley and Mts.
Jadovnik, Zlatar and Pobijenik massif. we would like to know the influence of
kopaonik Mt. in the east, Tara Mt. in the North, Prokletije Mt. in the South-west and
durmitor Mt. in the west to the fauna of this region. rich faunistic material had been
collected during several years.
Oecophora bractella is one of more interesting species. it was recorded on June

1st, 2014 in Mt. Jadovnik, Sopotnica, 986 m, CN99, N 43°18’19’’, e 19°44’18’’,
Gauss–krüger coordinate system (Photo).
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Fig. 1: Oecophora bractella: Serbia, Mt. Jadovnik, Sopotnica. Photo: P. Jakšić.



The species was found in developed and well preserved beech forest [ass. Fagetum
submontanum mixtum Mišić (1963) 1972]. according to Tokár et al. (2005) Fagus
und Carpinus are preferred hosts but several other genera from the families
Betulaceae, Salicaceae, rosacea, aceraceae and occasionally Pinaceae have been
recorded. Caterpillars feed in the dead bark of rotten deciduous trunks, or on lichens
or fungi growing on the trunks. Sterling (1984) noticed: “it seems that larvae prefer
to live under thin bark in which there is some moisture, but not so much that the wood
has rotted beneath, and in trunks which have probably been dead for between two to
five years”. explored area of Jadovnik Mt. is rich in such habitats. The adults are on
the wing from early evening to the morning and they are easily attracted to artificial
light.

Acknowledgement

The author is very grateful to dr. Peter Huemer (Tiroler Landesmuseen, innsbruck)
for great help in the preparation of the publication.

References

Abafi-Aigner, L., 1910: adaléka Magyar Tengermellék, Horvátországés dalmáczia
lepkefaunájához. - RovartaniLapok XVii(3-4): 55-57, (5-8): 77-105.

Fazekas, I., 2009: Contribution to the Microlepidoptera fauna of Balkans, Nr. 1
(Lepidoptera). Natura Somogyiensis 15: 181-194. kaposvar.

Horvatić, S., 1967. Fitogeografske značajke i raščlanjenje Jugoslavije. in Horvatić,
S. (ed.): analitička flora Jugoslavije, 1, 1: 23-61, Zagreb.

Karsholt, O. & Razowski, J., 1996: The Lepidoptera of europe. a distributional
Checklist. apollo Books, pp. 1-380. Stenstrup.

Kasy, F., 1961: Beiträge zur kenntnis der Micro- und Macroheteroceren – Fauna
westmazedoniens. - Zeitschr. der Arbeitsgemeinschaft Österr. Entomologen
13(3): 65- 82.

Klimesch, J., 1968: die Lepidopterenfauna Mazedoniens iV. Microlepidoptera.
Prirodonaučen muzej Skopje, pp. 1-203. Skopje.

Lesar, T. & Govedič, M., 2010: Check list of Slovenian Microlepidoptera. - Natura
Sloveniae 12(1): 35-125. 

Rebel, H., 1904: Studien über die Lepidopterenfauna der Balkanländer. ii. Teil.
Bosnien und Herzegowina. Annalen des Naturhistorischen Museums in Wien 19:
97-377 + Taf. iV-V.

Sterling, P.H., 1984: Oecophora bractella (L.) in Hampshire, 1983. - Entomologist’s
Record 96: 54-55.

Stojanović, D., 2012: Taksonomsko-faunistička studija leptira (insecta: Lepidoptera)
Fruške gore. doktorska disertacija. Biološki fakultet, Beograd, pp. 1-621.  

Stojanović, D., Ćurčić, S., Tomić, M., 2014: Fauna Lepidoptera Nacionalnog parka
„Tara“. Bajina Bašta & Novi Sad, pp. 1-304.

Predrag Jakøiå: New data on Oecophora bractella (Linnaeus, 1758) in Serbia (Lepidoptera: oecophoridae)

141



Tokár, Z., Lvovsky, A., & Huemer, P., 2005: die oecophoridae s.l. (Lepidoptera)
Mitteleuropas. Bestimmung – Verbreitung – Habitat – Bionomie. – František
Slamka, Bratislava, pp. 1-120.

Zečević, M:, 1999: Fauna leptira (Lepidoptera, Microlepidoptera) Timočke krajine.
- Razvitak XXXiX(201-202): 54-58. Zaječar

Zečević, M., 2002: Fauna leptira Timočke krajine. Zaječar, pp. 1-307.
Živojinović, S., 1950: La Faune des insectes du domaine forestier de Majdanpek. -

academie Serbe des Sciences CLX(2), 1-262. (on Serbian).

Received / Prejeto: 27. 8. 2015

Acta entomologica slovenica, 23 (2), 2015

142


