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COAST of ARABIA FELIX, &c.
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Porto Praya, April 13, 1781.

DEAR FRIEND,

THE guefs proved right
which you formed when I parted with
you on the Beach at Portfmouth, and
the next morning’s light brought with
it a favorable wind. What a glorious

fight was the confequence! near forty
B thips
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thips of the line with above an hundred
others getting under way, the breeze
freth, the morning clear and pleafant !
did you ever behold fo noble a fpecta-
cle? perhaps it might firike me more
forcibly, who was in the midft of that
bufy fcene than you who was, I fup-
) pofe, a fpe&ator of it from the ram-
parts. I beheld it with a degree of
enthufialm ; thofe ftupendous bulwarks
managed with fo much art, fuch regu-
larity in the midft of fo much apparent
confufion, the alacrity of my brave com-
panions who were going forth to affert
their own and their country’s honor,
the glorious events which fo fine a
force might produce; thefe and a thou-
fand other refleCtions of the like nature
were occafioned by this fublime fight.

The grand fleet deftined for the re-
lief of Gibraltar kept on it’s courfe,
while our little fquadron brought up at
St. Helen’s for a few hours; the Com-

modore

PL
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modore then made known his command
by hoifting a broad pendant, which
could not fly when the Admiral’s flag
was in fight: we weighed again in the
afternoon and proceeded down Channel :
The wind continued fair, and pafling
the Lizzard Lights on the third even-
ing after our departure from Spithead,
we entered the Bay of Bifcay famous
for it’s ftorms, but found it of a more
mild nature than we expeted, and had
very little interruption to our good wea-
ther till we arrived off the Ifland of
Madeira, when it became {qually and
tempeftuous, and we then paffed two
or three very uncomfortable days: all
our little amufements, fo neceflary to
cheat the tedious hours on board of
thip were at a ftop; our card table
could not ftand, the chefs-men were
{wept off the board, we could neither
read nor walk; our dinners exhibited
-{cenes diftrefling and ludicrous; in fhort
you can conceive nothing fo unpleafant

B 2. as
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as the involuntary motions one muft
fubmit to in a gale of wind: I found
my cot the beft refource and {pent moft
of my time in it till the fair weather
returned ; which, after three days fuf-
fering, we regained, and foon afterwards
on coming within the Tropick met with
the trade winds, that blow always re-
gularly and in the fame direion.

This ph@znomenon of the winds,
which produces effects {o ufeful to navi-
gation and fo pleafing to the mariner,
is accounted for by philofophers on the
principle of the fun and earth’s compound
motion, as Dr. Halley and Sir Ifaac
Newton can beft explain toyou. Having
now a conftant fair breeze and fmooth
water, our voyage became extremely
pleafant: we quickly arrived at the Capc-
de-Verd Iflands, and brought up in this
Bay after a paffage of four weeks from
England. Water and refrefhments are
the objects that have brought the fleet
hither, of which we find 2 more plen-

tiful
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tiful fupply than was expected: fince
the Commodore doubting whether there
would be a fufficiency for the whole,
has fenta part to the Ifle of May, fituated
ten leagues to windward of this.

St. Jago, the ifland off which we are
now anchored, is the principal of the
Cape de Verds: they were difcovered in
1449 by Antonio Nolli, a Genoefe, in
the fervice of Portugal, and are ten in
number, laying between 15 and 17 N.
L.. 18 and 20 W. L. from London;
they abound in moft tropical productions,
but from the indolence of the natives
and bad management yicld very little:
the exclufive trade to them and likewife
to the coaft of Guinea is vefted.in a com-
pany at Lifbon, who pay an annual fum
to the government, but not fufficient
for the expence of maintaining the forts
and garrifons, as the wretched condition
of them {eems to indicate,

B 3 The
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The chief town of the ifland 1s fitu=
ated clofe to the fea, and is ten miles
diftant from this place; the road that
leads to it is very narrow and ftony, up
and down craggy hills, along which a
jack-afs or poney conveys one with
tolerable fafety. The face of the coun-
try prefents an appearance of brown,
parched, and barren hills, feeming to
have been formed bylava and volcanic
fire; moft of them terminate in a point
like the apex of a volcano. The vallies
are fertile, and if cultivated would
amply repay the pains of the hufband-
man : at prefent they produce trees and
fhrubs of various kinds, which grow
fpontaneoufly, fuch as the cocoa-nut,
tamarind, orange, guava, lime, plan-
tane, &c. but the plant of moft con-
fequence is 'maddcr, growing in great
abundance among the cliffs.

You
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You defcend to the town of St. Jago
down the declivity of a mountain, al-
moft perpendicular, by a rugged and
zig-zag path, with a precipice on each
fide; the town ftands encompafied by
hills towards the land ; it feems to have
been formerly a place of confequence,
but is now in a ruinous and defolate

condition, with few other inhabitants
but negroes and ‘no trade; the blacks

came originally from the coaft of Gui-
nea, and are very tall and robuft: they
adorn themfelves with a profufion of
beads, which they wear in form of
necklaces and bracelets, and in their
ears large gold and filver rings. " The
cathedral has a refpectable appearance,
ftanding very boldly on a cliff that over-
hangs the fea; there is likewife a con-
vent of Capucins, a pretty good build-
ing, and pleafantly fitnated; the holy
fathers place before firangers who vifit

them the beft cheer their houfe affords.
B 4 Allow
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Allow me to bring you back from the
capital to the town of Praya, compofed
of a few mud hovels, ftanding on a cliff
above the landing place; a battery of
rufty guns and a flag-ftaft conftitute it 2
fort; the officer who commands here is
what the Portugueze call a Capizano Mor ;
he is a kind of commandant and direts

the police, militia, and revenue. In
the valley below the town of Praya are

two wells, from whence our fleet is
“watered ; they yield a pretty copious
fupply thereof, though it is rather of an
indifferent quality; the furtheft well
from ghe fea produces the beft; other
refrefhments are likewife plentiful here,
fuch as bullocks, goats, hogs, poultry,
eggs, oranges, plantanes, cocoa nuts
and other fruits; thefe the natives bring
to market, and exchange for old clothes,
thirts, blankets, &c. commodities they
value more than fpecie; from this
traffic, which they carry on with all

ftrangers
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frangers that touch here, you fee the
fathions of almoft every nation in Europe
difplayed in the coats, hats and other
parts of the dreffes of thefe negroes,
who make rather a fantaftical appearance
from the variety and fhabbinefs of their
European habiliments,

This valley is thickly planted with
cocoa nut, tamarind, and other trees,
forming a pleafant grove; and inter-
fperfed amongft them are feveral officers
tents; great numbers of foldiers and
failors are on fhore to fill the water=
catks and buy provifions; our fair
countrywomen make it their Promenade
and enliven the fcene. An houfe be-
longing to the Lifbon Company is on
the verge of the grove and extremely
convenient for our Féfes; amidit the
conviviality of which we forget the
favage afpect of the land we are on and
bear more patiently the raging heat of a
vertical fun.

As
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As our fhips, which were fent to the
Ifle of May are expeéted to join us here
to-morrow, we fhall moft probably fail
from hence on the following day. You
may fuppofe we are not a little anxious
to know cur deftination: wherever it
is, I am perfuaded we have your beft
wifhes for fuccefs and a profperous cam-
paign. Adieu.
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LETTER IL

Porto Praya, May 1, 1781,

DEAR FRIEND,

OUR campaign has opened
fomewhat fooner than we expected.
‘While at anchor under the fanétion of
the Portugueze flag we thought ourfelves
equally fecure from infult as if at St.
Helen’s, we were fuddenly attack’d by a
French fquadron in a manner we litcle
dreamed of and for which we were by
no means prepared.

The point of this Bay to windward
‘being high land and ftretching pretty far
out
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out, conceals from us every thing ap-
proaching on that fide "till it comes very
near : under cover of this blind the ene-
my advanced, nor did we fufpet the
mifchief that thus threatened us till on
drawing near the point they opened to
the Ifis, which lay the fartheft out in
the Bay, and fhe immediately made the
fignal for difcovering ftrange fhips.

They proved to be a French fleet un-
der convoy of five fail of the line and a
corvette, commanded by Monf. de Suf-
ircin, Chef d’ Efcadre, and were com-
pofed of the Heros and Hannibal of
feventy-four guns each, the Sphynx,
Artefien, and Vengeur all of fixty-four;
they advanced very fa{t on our fquadron
with a great deal of fail fet, and being
gallantly led by their Commodore into
the center of our fleet began to_engage
us,

Monf,
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Monf. Suffrein in the Heros came to
an anchor, as did the Hannibal his mafe=
Iot 5 a fpirited proceeding this, you'll
fay, to bring up in the midft of an ene-
my’s fleet ; but I fancy he made his cal«
culations on furprizing us, and the
event juftified them.

The condu& which the other three
fhips obferved I cannot account for,
unlefs finding our Indiamen on the out-

fide they miftook them at firft for men
of war, though in that they muft foon
have been undeceived : I fhould think
they would have co-operated more effec-
‘tually with their Commodore, had they,
like him, come to an anchor, and di-
rected all their efforts againft our men of
war ; a plan more worthy of them,. than
that of failing about in the out-tkirts of
the fleet, and making attacks on the
Indiamen, in one of which only they
fucceeded, boarding and carrying out
with them the Hinchingbrooke; butin

an
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an attempt of the like nature on the
Fortitude were gallantly beat off, and
met with a vigorous refiftance from moft
of the others: had they, owing to the
awkward fituation and unprepared ftate
of our men of war, been able to make
any imprefiion on them, the convoy
muft have fallen of courfe.

You will fuppofe that the two Freach
thips in the midft of our fleet had a pretty
warm birth, they were the objets for
almoft every one to fire at, and not a
fingle victualler that mounted fix four-
pounders but directed them that way:
from fo general a fire they fuffered con-
fiderably, and after ftanding the brunt
of it for near two hours retired from the
fight much fhattered ; the Hannibal
was particularly ill-treated, and in its
retreat had fcarce clear’d our fleet before
her three mafts and bow{prit went over-
board ; fhe was indeed a compleat wreck ;
her companions bore down to her affift-

ance,
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ance, and one of them took her in towz
we agreed that it would have been a
more pleafing fight to have beheld an
Englith man of war perform that chari-
table office.

We have to lament fome of our friends
who fell in the ation, and about two
hundred men killed and wounded; a
lofs, I fancy, far inferior to that of the
enemy, who made their attack with
great {pirit, it muft be confefs’d, butat
the fame time with little judgment ; the
want of which on their parts, with firm-
nefs and exertion on ours, united to {ave
us in a pofition fo extremely difadvanta-
geous: many of our thips not having
above half their complements on board :
the fleet anchored without any order or
regularity, merchantmen on the outfide,
men of war within ; not above one or
two had time to get fprings on their
cables, and lay likewife fo much in each
other’s way that fome could not bring

their
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their guns to bear upon the enemy, and
others in the confufion fired upon their
friends, :

How different this from what might
have been the cafe if we had paid atten-
tion to the intelligence received on fhore,
and made proper arrangements. We
found by the Port book at Praya, (con-
taining the names, countries, and de-
fcriptions of all fhips arriving here) that
a French Frigate came into the Bay to
water but a few weceks before, and ap-
prized the inhabitants of this fleet,
which fhe faid would touch at Praya to
refreth in the courfe of the month of
April, defiring them to have cattle and
every thing ready; and the people of
this ifland fo fully expeéted the French
fleet, that when ours appeared they
concluded it to be that of which the
Frigate had given them notice. ~ All this
we learned on our arrival, and had we
in confequence thereof kept a look out

to
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to windward, had our men of war been
moor’d head and ftern with {prings on,
their cables, and formed in a line on the
outfide, the convoy being within; had
all our people been on board and the
fthips properly clear’d for acion, for
which they would in that cafe have re-
ceived timely notice, it is to be pre-
fumed that we fhould have been able

to have given a better account of our
own fuccels and the enemy’s lofs. But

who could fuppofe that the French, fa-
mous for their faith and their etiguetze,
would violate the neutrality of a Port
and attack us fupinely at anchor under
proteétion of the Portugueze flag? I mar-
vel much whether thefe violators of the
law of nations would have fcrupled to
have taken our fhips, had they found
them in the disjointed ftate they were in
but a day or two before, when half were
watering at the ifle of May, the other
half in Porto Praya; and when thus fe-
parately attacked they could have made

C but
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but a feeble defence and the greater part
muft inevitably have fallen. A mani-
fefto from the Court of Lifbon might
have been the confequence, but I hardly
think it would have procured reftitution.

The French {quadron retreated about
twelve in a confus’d and fhatter’d ftate,
prefenting to us the faireft profpe&t of
fuccefs had we made an immediate and
vigorous attack upon them: they were
already half beaten and in diforder, nor
lefs difmayed by their recent check, than
by the melancholy view of their difmaft-
ed Hannibal, which circumftance, as that
fhip muft have been totally ufelefs in
adtion, occafioned a confiderable dimi-
nution of their force: their other feven-
ty-four was very much damaged: their
three fixty-fours were, I believe in per-
fe order, but the fame caufe which had
preferved them entire would rather have
weighed in our favour if we had engaged.
Compared with this what was the ftate

of
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of the Englith Fleet? our thips of war,
except the Ifis, were in good order, our
men full of ardor, fluth’d with the ad-
vantage they had gain’d, and eager for the
fight: the commanders all men of expe-
rience and approved valour; this then
was the moment to decide the fate of
our expedition, perhaps the fate of India.
Fortune feemed to tempt us with all the
allurements of glory, wealth, and pa-
trioti{fin, and invited us to a combat
which promifed every thing. What a
glorious ftake fhould we have contended
for with the odds in our favour! and
tho perhaps our imaginations might have
been too warm in making us expect the
total capture or demolition of the ene-
my’s fleet, yet confidering that none of
our men of war had {uffered any material
damage except the Ifis (which we will
leave out of the account, as well as the
French Hannibal, a perfe& wreck,) we
might, without too over-weening a par-
tiality to Britifh fhips and feamen, have

k2.2 rea-
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reafonably expected the happielt confe-
quences when we beheld the two fleets
pitted and engaged in the following order.

The Englith Hero of 74 guns verfus
French Heros of 74.

Monmouth of 64 guns verfus Arteficn
of 64.

Romney of 50 and A&ive of 32 ver-
fus Vengeur of 64.

Jupiter of 50 and Diana of 32 verfus
Sphynx of 64.

Should you call in queftion the two
laft articles of the ftatement here made of
the refpective forces, I muft tell you that
Thaveagreat naval authority tocitein {up-
port thereof, and am the more induced to
think {uch to be a fair equipoife of naval
firength, when I confider that two of the
fiftys at prefent in our fleet have ftood
fingly one of them againit a {feventy-four,
the other againft a fixty-four of the

enemy;
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enemy; the Jupiter beat off the Triton
in the Channel, the Ifis on the Coaft of
America had nearly reduced the Ceafar to
ftrike when the whole French fleet heaving
in fight made her lofe the prize fhe had
gallantly won.

Befides the fhips I have above men-
tioned we had the Jafon frigate of 32
guns, the Rattlefnake cutter and feveral
armed copper’d tranfports all of which
were faft failers and might have been well
employed in chafing the French convoy,
feparated from their men of war and at a
a fmall diftance to leeward. If our In-
diamen, carrying for the moft psrt 26
guns each, could not have been ufeful
on this occafion it was not for want of
zeal in their commanders, fome of whom
offered their fervices to go againft the
enemy, and I fhould think two or three
of the beft failing ones might have acted
in the chafing fquadron.

&) 3 But
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But as we gave them no difturbance,
the French thips of war came to the pro-
tetion of the difabled Hannibal, which
with great difpatch got up a fail on the
ftump of one of it’s mafts and as well as
the others was extremely active in put-
ting herfelf into the beft order poffible
and preparing for the attack which with-
out doubt they expected; at the fame
time they kept edging down towards their
convoy.

At three o’clock the Englith men of
war were under weigh, and gave chace
to the French fquadron, but having de-
layed to go out till they were at a confi-
derable diftance, carrying likewife very
little fail, and being retarded by an acci-
dent that happened.to the Ifis who loft
her fore-top-maft, it was near fun-fet be-
fore our fhips came up with the enemy.
Various reafons might concur for not
making it fo eligible to bring them to an

engage-~
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engagement at that time, as it would
have been, immediately on their re-
treating out of Porto Praya: the diftance
of our men of war from their convoy and
of courfe the difliculty of working to
windward to regain this port, if they had
fuftained much damage in the a&ion;
the little probability of gaining a deci-
five advantage at that late hour, when
the approach of night would have foon
put an end to the affair, and the fwell
being alfo much increafed, and greater
out at fea than near the thore, rendered
it unfafe for the Romney to open her
lower-deck ports. Thefe and other pru-
dential motives, I fuppofe, induced the
- Commodore to decline tlre combat and
return to his convoy in this Harbour.
His fortie had one good effec however,
namely that of regaining an Indiaman
which had been taken : the fire-fhip had
alfo been captured, but was recovered by
the {pirit and addrefs of the lieutenant.

Ca All
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All our other thips driven out to fea
have rejoined us.

Thus has ended for the prefent the
affair of Porto Praya. May it not be
productive of worfe confequences than
thofe which have already happened ! and
may the next Britith {quadron that meets
Monfieur Suftrein have an opportunity of
engaging him on the fame advantageous
terms that we had! but whenever it hap-
pens I fear that officer’s line of battle
will thow the Hannibal an effetive thip
and with all her maits ftanding.

While the enemy are purfuing their
voyage towards the object of their defti-
nation, we remain in port to repair the
damages of the fleet. If delay is defeat,
which in war too frequently happens, I
augur badly of our future operations. We
are told however that we have undoubt-
ed pretentions to claim the victory; but
as the French may pofiibly think thatitis

on
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on their fide, the event muit alone deter-
mine which of us is beft entitled to it;
if by our condu in the affair we have
enfur'd fuccefs to the enterprize on which
we are embark’d, our claim muftappear
indifputable; but on the other hand
fhould what has here happened tend to
defeat our views in that particular, I fear

we muit give up to the enemy the honor
of the day. Adieu.
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Joanna, one of the Comora Iflands,
Sept. 3, 1781.

DEAR FRIEND,

WI[ITHER have you now
condu@ed me? Methinks I hear you
exclaim on reading the date of this.
Where is this fame Joanna, and thefe
Comora Iflands from whence you now
announce yourfelf? In what quarter of
the globe are they ? or, in what corner
of my map can 1 difcover them? Thus
will you queftion me, if you are not
better acquainted with their fituation
than I was till of late.

Know
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Know then, that they are iflands in
the Indian Ocean, whofe longitude is
45° eaft from London, latitude 12°
fouth; are five in number, Joanna,
Mayotia, Mobhilla, Angazeia and Co-
mora; that we have now touched here
to take in water and refrethments in our
way to India, where we are bound.
By what means, and through what ad-
ventures we have pafled on to this
length, the event of our fecret expedi-

ticn, &c. you fhall briefly learn.,

After leaving St. Jago our fancies and
wifhes were continually employed in
devifing what could be the obje& of our
expedition, and flattering ourfelves with
a fpeedy accomplithment of it. The
two places between which our thoughts
vibrated were Buenos Ayres, and the
Cape of Good Hope; it proved to be
the latter; of that we were fully certi-
fied on making the ifland of Trinadada

fituated
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fituated in latitude 20° fouth, longitude
29° weft from London.

We arrived off that ifland after a
month’s paffage from St. Jago. When
near the line we had much calm, and
the weather was exceflively hot, the
thermometer being generally 8§8. our
people of courfe were beginning to grow
fickly ; however, in about 4° north we
met with the fouth-eaft trade wind,
which prevails in the fouthern tropic;
and frethening by degrees it revived us
from the languor occafioned by the
calm and fultry weather, fending us
acrofs the Aquino&ial line May 20th.
This event produced the ufual cere-
mony of ducking fuch as had never
before paffed it, which is performed by
a tackle fixed to the main yard arm, by
means whereof the perfon ducked is
lowered into the fea, and there plunged
three times; but the forfeit of a bottle

of brandy exempts thofe who do not
chule



30 TRAVELS T . THS

chufe to undergo the difcipline; the
crew amufe themfelves with wvarious
fports on this occafion, to which the
grog arifing from forfeits much contri-
butes.

Trinidada had been appointed a place
of rendezvous in cafe of feparation, but
all our fhips had kept together, and on
our arrival there the obje& of the expe-
dition was publickly notified. The
Cape of Good Hope now engrofled the
whole of our thoughts and converfation,
we looked forwards to it with pleafure
as the period of our voyage, formed our
different plans of attack, and flattered
ourfelves that a few weeks would put
us into pofleflion of that delightful
fettlement ; but vain were all our hopes,
and the evil genius that vifited us at St.
Jago came again acrofs us, and forbade
our entrance into Falfe Bay, as the
fequel fhall explain.

On
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On the twelfth of June the Commo-
dore fent forwards two Frigates and two
Cutters to reconnoitre the Cape, exa-
mine the pofture of defence of the
enemy and difcover whether the French
fquadron was arrived there; thefe, on
their paflage took an outward-bound
Dutch Indiaman which had juft left
Saldanha Bay and was bound to Ceylon;
from the accounts received thereby and
letters found on board, it was dif-
covered, that the French Fleet arrived
in Falfe Bay on the 21t of June; that
they had even brought the fhattered
Hannibal with them by great exertions,
having towed her moft part of the way;
that all neceffary preparations were
made for our reception, and they were
in daily expe&ation of the vifit: the
refolution formed in confequence of the
intelligence, was, not to attempt the
Cape.

The
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The day of Porto Praya has indeed
proved a fatal one, for from thence may
we date our prefent difappointment,
and perhaps many more misfortunes: to
that only can be afcribed the lofs of fo
valuable a fettlement, which before the
French fquadron arrived could only
oppofe to us a battalion of oo regulars
and not a thip of war; judge therefore
whether our difficulty would have been
great in making ourfelves mafters of an
open Town, fo weakly garrifoned, and
a country difaffeted in the higheft
degree to its prefent mafters: from ail
the intelligence which I am able to
collect on this fubje@®, the Dutch
meant to capitulate the moment we.
landed, being fo ill prepared for a de-
fence: and I am fure, when we con-
fider of how great importance, that
place is to Great Britain, we cannot
too much lament the failure of this
expedition. 3

In
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In every point of view does the
acquifition of the Cape of Good Hope
appear a defirable obje@. Placed mid-
way betwixt Europe and India, na-
ture {eems to have pointed it out to
the ambitious powers that contend for
wealth and empire in thofe diftant re-
gions, as an intermediate port where the
exhaufted mariner may recover his
ftrength by the genial influence of cli-
mate and plenteous productions of the
earth ; from thefe feafonable refrefh-
ments the whole crew purfue their voy-
age to India with frefhhealth and fpirits.
Like advantages do not attend the other
ports in thefe feas made ufe of in time
of war for that purpofe, which are only
St. Auguftine’s Bay in the ifland of
Madagafcar, and Joanna; both fituateat
fo great a diftance from Europe as to
make it neceflfary for outward-bound
fhips to touch at an intermediate place
and thereby lengthen the voyage; but

was the Cape of Good Hope ours, no
D other
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other Port would be neceflary either for
the outward or homeward-bound fhips,
and St. Helena might be given p which
15 ufcful only to the latter, and to thofe

it yiclds but a moderate fupply.

Whether therefore we confider this fet-
tlement as the beft place for fhips to re-
frefh at on the paflfage between Europe
and India; whether as a little colony,
from whence we might with good ma-
nagement derive much benefit ; or whe-
ther as the out-poft of India and a place
d’ Armes, from whence to check the
power of rival ftates in the countries
beyond it : in every refpe&t muft we fee
the advantage of pofleffing it. Cur~
tailed as the Freoch already are of their
trade and dominion in this hemifphere,
being reduced to the two fmall Iflands
of Bourbon and Mauritius, they could
not long have retained even thofe after
the Cape had fallen to us, for on that
do they depend principally for their
fubfiftance. The Dutch deprived of it

muft
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muft foon have loft a1l their other fettle-
ments, for flow and tedious as they are
in their voyages their fuccours would
hardly be able to reach India, at leaft
not till the mifchief was done, and then
reduced by death and weakened by fick-
nefs, they would not be in condition to
recover what was Joft. Great Britain
miftre(s of the Eaft, where rich empires
and flourifhing fettlements acknowledge
her dominion, whofe commerce enrich-
es her merchants and feeds the exhaufted
ftate, powerful as {he may be in that
quarter of the globe, fhould not yet
think her fuperiority firmly eftablithed
or her poflefiions perfectly fecure from
her European rivals, while the Cape is
in the hands of her enemies: a ftrong
fquadron conftantly cruizing in thofe
feas may cut off her fupplies and deftroy
her trade; it is a barrier that all fhips
muft pafs in their way to India, and
few, it is to be prefumed, will efcape
from an active and powerful enemy,

fhould they make it their principal fta-
D 2 tion,
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tion. If therefore, we have this evil to
apprehend from that quarter, the con-
verfe muft follow, that if we were maf-
ters of it, our enemies muft be in
the predicament in which we ftand,
and if their fettlements did not fall to
us, ours would at leaft remain undif-
turbed by them, while their fuccours
and their trade were thus intercepted on
their paffage out.

From the excellent harbours and good
accommodations there met with, from the
falubrity of the air and plenteous {upply
of provifions, (circumftances tending to
preferve troops in health and vigor,)
where can we find a place more proper
than the Cape, to be the ftation of a
{quadron and the nurfery of an army ?
the former might effe¢tually guard the
entrance of the Indian ocean, the latter
‘might always be expected to be in con«
dition to aét with vigor in the remot-
eft part of that country, (whither the

voyage
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voyage is but fhort) unlike the troops
fent from Europe, which fometimes
lofe half their numbers from the length
of their paffage and the reft perhaps ar-
rive- in a feeble and exhaufted ftate:
whereas by thus dividing the diftance
and landing the men at the Cape before
ficknefs and the {curvy have began their
ravages, keeping them there in garrifon
for fome time previous to their being
fent on to India, the troops become

gradually habituated to an hot climate,
and feel not the miferies attendant on a
long fea paffage.

In fhort, by capturing the Cape we
thould have wounded our enemies in the
moft fenfible part, for it may be con-
fidered as the key of India, and the prop
of all their fettlements in that part of
the world, which muft then have eafily
fallen to us, and I doubt not but the
Dutch would foon have fued for peace
with a carfe blanche in their hands.

D 3 But



38 TRAVELS TO THE

But adieu to thefe golden dreams and to
the Cape of Good Hope.

The greateft atchievement we have
hitherto accomplifhed is the capture of
four Dutch merchant thips and a fchuyt
in Saldanha Bay, but fuperior to the
benefit accruing therefrom we had a fa-
tisfaCtion peculiarly grateful to the feel-
ings of humanity, that of f{uccouring
diftrefled royalty. You are no ftranger
to the cruelties prattifed by the Dutch
in the Moluccas towards thofe unhappy
natives who have dar’d to affert their
own rights, and approve themfelves
men in defence of their country when
attacked by lawlefs invaders, The un-
fortunate King of Ternate and his fon
boldly refifting the opprefiion of Euro-
pean tyrants, fell into their hands and
after a captivity of fifteen years on a de-
fart Ifland near this coaft were on their
way towards Holland, there to finith
the term of their miferies and their lives

toge=
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together. The fhips in which they
were embarked had been fent round to
Saldanha Bay as a place of fecurity, and
from whence they might efcape as foon
as we arrived off the Cape, bat luckily
for the captive Princes and ourfelves,
gaining intelligence of thefe Dutch fhips
from the prize taken at fea, we entered
the Bay and captured them.

Saldanha is perhaps one of the fineft
Bays in the world; it branches into
three or four, the inner one where the
prizes were laying is called Hotties Bay;
it is compleatly land-lock’d, fecure,
and large enough to contain two or three
hundred fail : the furrounding country
is formed by wild uncultivated hills,
and plains covered thick with fhrubs,
the only inhabitants thereabouts are
tygers, antelopes, deer, and quantities
of game : did it but yield good water, it
would be a very eligible place to form a

{ettlement on.
Dy == The
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The whole country being one con-
tinued fhrubbery prefents an extenfive
field for the refearches of a botanift; there
are a vaft number of plants growing
wild which are foftered with much care
in Englith green-houfes; the air was
perfumed with their fragrance ; the cli-
mate is as foft and mild as that of
Montpellier or Naples, fo'r though it
was the depth of winter, the air was
quite clear, and fun extremely warm,
the thermometer being at 60. But we
were allowed only a fhort time to enjoy
the pleafures of this thore and climate,
quitting it after a three days ftay, and
regretting much that our vifit to the
fouthern promontory of Africa was of
fo tranfitory a nature,

The Commodore continued with us
for two or three days only after we left
Saldanha Bay, and then returned to
England, taking with him two fiftys

and
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and two Frigates, the reft of the force
is proceeding to India; and in our way
we have touched here for water and re-
frethments, having been four months
on our paflage from St. Jago. This
ifland appears very pleafant and inviting,
in fa@ it is land, and #Aat is no {mall
recommendation, I mean to vifit it to-
morrow and fhall defer a more particular
account till my next. Adieu.
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Joanna Town, September 23, 1781+

DEAR FRIEND,

I HouGH this is not the

largeft yet it may be reckon’d the prin-
cipal of the Comora Iflands; it claims
fovereignty over, and exacts tribute from
all the others: thefe pretenfions it is.
however fometimes obliged to afiert by
the f{word, and at prefent meditates an
expedition againft Mayotta, which isin
a ftate of rebellion. The natives on be-
ing afked the caufe of their war with that
people, reply ¢ Mayotta like America.”
They get their fupplies of arms and am-

munition from fhips that touch here, and
the



44 TRAVELS TO THE

the arrival of fo large a fleet as the pre-
fent will prove very feafonable to them,
as it is cuflomary for all to make prefents
of arms and powder to the Prince, when
he pays a vifit on board, which he does
to every one; a falute is the compliment
due on that occafion, but as our guns are
thotted,. an apology is made for the omif-
fion of that ceremony, and the Prince
readily admits of it, provided he receives
a number of cartridges equal to the guns
that would have been fired.

The King livesata Town about twelve
miles off on the eaft fide of the ifland,
two Princes of the blood refide here;
who on going their round of vifits fail
not to afk for every thing they fee which
firikes their fancy, and of courfe the ho-
nor of making a prefent to a Prince, in-
duces one at firft readily to grant what
they requeft; but no fooner is that done
than they make frefh applications, till we
are reduced to the rude neceflity of put-

ting
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ting the negative on moft of them.
Thefe great perfonages are very richly
drefled and attended by a numerous fuite
of flaves, who like their princely mafters
are much ftruck with the obje@s they fee,
but ufe lefs ceremony in their manner of
obtaining them: thefe black Princes (for
that is the complexion of them and all
the inhabitants) have by fome means or
other obtained the titles of Prince of
Wales and Prince Will, the former has,
I fuppofe, been jocofely called fo by fome
Englithmen as being the heir apparent,
and the natives have adopted the term,
not the only one they borrow from
us; they have an officer ftiled Purfer
Jack, who feems to be at the head of the
finance-department; of Dukes they have
a prodigious number, who entertain us
at their Hotels for a dollar per day, and
give us for dinner very good rice and
curry; thefe noblemen, together with a
numerous tribe of others of all ranks,
make the earlieft application to every ene

to folicit the honor of his company and
cuftom,
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cuftom, even before the thip has let go
its anchor, they come along fide in their
canoes, and produce written certificates
of their honefty and abilities, from thofe
who have been here before, the purport
of which is to inform you that the bearet
has given them good cheer, wathed their
linen well, and fupplied their thip punc-
tually with all forts of refrethments.

The effect is ftriking and fingular on
entering the road to fee a vaft number of
canoes, which are made of trunks of trees
hollowed out, with three or four black
fellows in each, their faces turned to-
wards the front of the canoe: with pad-
dles formed like a fpade, digging away
in the water, and moving with no finall
velocity : to keep thefe cockle-fhells
fteady, and prevent them from overfet-
ing, they have what is termed an out-rig-
ger, it is compofed of two poles laid
~acrofs the upper part of the cance, and
extending feveral feet beyond the edges

thereof
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thercof on each fide, joined at the ex-
tremities by two flat pieces of wood,
fo that it appears like a {quare frame laid
acrofs the canoe: they are very long but
fo narrow that one perfon only can fit
breadthways.

The price of every article here is re-
gulated and each fhip has it’s contractor
who engages to fupply it with neceflaries
at the eftablithed rate, but I believe it is
in-many cafes exceeded by the great de-
mand, and eagernefs of half-ftarved peo-
ple to obtain freth ftock.

We find no other animals for our fea
provifions but bullocks, goats and fowls,
the feafon for oranges is paft, but we get
moft other tropical fruits and whatever
we want, have only to givein a lift to a
Duke and he provides us therewith.
This, you will fay is a new character for
a Duke to appear in, and fuch it feems
to be, but it is in fa&t only owing to the

' modc;
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mode; they are their own (tewards, and
difpofe of the produce of their eftates
themfelves, which noblemen of other
countries do by the intermediate aid of an
agent: they at leaft a& confiftent with
their charalters by an urbanity of man-
ners, which one is {urprized to meet with
in a people inhabiting a fmall fpot fe-
cluded from the reft of the civilized
world. They have a regular form of
government and exercife the Mahome-
tan religion; both were introduced by
Arabians who pafled over from the con-
tinent and fubdued the country. The
original Joanna natives are by no means
thoroughly reconcil’d to this ufurpation,
and ftill look upon their conquerors with
an evil eye. Like their fentiments fo are
the colours of thefe two races of men
very different, the Arabs have not {o deep
a tinge as the others being of a copper
complexion with better features and a
more animated countenance, they confi-
der a black ftreak under the eyes as or-

namental,
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namental, the former they make every
day at their toilettes with "a painting
brufh dipt in a kind of ointment, the
latter is principally caufed by chewing
of the betel nut. This cuftom which
prevails in all Eaftern countries an-
fwers to the fathion of fmoking to-
bacco, or taking fnuff’ with us, except
that with them it is more general, no one
is without a purfe or bag of betel, and
it is looked on as a piece of civility to
offer it to your friend when you meet
him or take leave; it is a {mall nut the
fize of a filberd that grows on a creeping
plant like a vine; together with the
betel nut are chewed the leaves of the
areca (a kind of palm tree, and a {mall
quantity of chinam, or lime made of
calcined fhells, is added.

Their religion licenfes a plurality of
wives and likewife concubines; they
are extremely jealous of them and never

allow any man to fee the women, but
E female
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female ftrangers are admitted into the
Haram, and fome Englith ladies, whofe
curiofity has led them there, make fa-
vourable reports of their beauty, and
richnefs of apparel difplayed in a pro-
fufion of ornaments of gold, filver, and
beads, in form of necklaces, bracelets
and ear-rings; they wear half a dozen
or more in each through holes bored
all along the outer rim of the ear. :

The men feem not to look with an
eye of indifference on our fair coun-
trywomen notwithftanding they are of
fo different a complexion; one of the
firft rank among them being much
{mitten with an Englith young lady,
wifhed to make a purchafe of her at
the price of five thoufand dollars, but
on being informed that the lady would
fetch at leaft twenty times that fum in
India, he lamented that her value was
fo far fuperior to what he could afford -
tO give.

Thefe
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Thefe people are very temperate and
abftemious, wine being forbidden them
by the law of Mahommed, but that pro-
phet feems to have had lefs compaffion
on his followers when he enjoined them
the faft of Ramazan, lafting for a
month, during which they never tafte
of any thing from fun-rife to {un-fet;
it is now about half over, and with
furprize we fee them every day toiling
in the heat of the fun, nor will the
greate(t thirft they can fuffer juftify the
bare wetting of the lips. They are
frequent in prayer, attending their
mofques three or four times a day; we
are allowed to enter them on- condition
of taking off our fhoes. Thefe build-
ings are regular but quite plain; in
prayer the people proftrate themfelves
on the ground, frequently kiffing it and
exprefling very fervent devotion. The
computation of Time(which is dated from
their prophet Mahommed) is termed

E 2 the
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the Higera, of which the prefent year
is the 1195 ; their new year began Sep-
tember 14th: but I need not trouble
you with a recital of all the laws of the
Alcoran which you have moft likely
read. ;

The town from which I date this is
clofe to the fea, fituated at the foot of a
very high hill, and about a mile and a .
half in circuit; the houfes are inclofed
cither with high ftone walls or palings
made with a kind of reed, and the
ftreets are little narrow alleys, ex-
tremely intricate and forming a perfe&t
labyrinth; the better kind of houfes
are built of ftone within a court-yard,
have a portico to fhield them from the
fun, and one long lofty room where
they receive guefts, the other apart-
ments being facred to the women ; the
fides of their rooms are covered with a
number of {inall mirrors, bits of china
ware, and other little ornaments that

they
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they procure from fhips which come
here to refreth: the moft fuperb of
them are furnithed with cane fophas
covered with chintz and fattin mat-
trefles : moft of the people fpeak a little
Englifh, they profefs a particular regard
for our nation and are very fond of re-
repeating to you that ¢ Joanna-man and
¢ Englith-man all brothers,” and never
fail to aftk ¢ how King George do?”
In general they appear to be a courteous
and well difpofed people and very fair
and honeft in their dealings, though
there are amongft them as in all other
nations fome vicioufly inclined, and
theft is much pratifed by  the lower
clafs, notwithftanding the. punifhment
of it is very exemplary, being amputa-
tion of both hands of the delinquent.

The inhabitants of this ifland, like
thofe of moft hot and tropical countries,
are indolent, and do not improve by

their labour the richnefs of that foil
E 3 with
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with which nature has bleft them:
climate here favours vegetation to {uch
a degree as requires little toil in the
hufbandman, but that little is denied,
fo that beyond oranges, bananas, pine-
apples, cocoa nuts, yams and purflain,
(all growing fpontaneoufly,) few vege-
tables are met with. Nor are the natu-
ral beauties of the ifland inferior to its
other advantages of plenty and fertility ;
the face of the country is very pic-
turefque and pleafing, its fcenes bcing
drawn by the bold ftrokes of nature’s
mafterly pencil: lofty mountains cloath-
ed to their very {ummits, deep and
rugged vallies adorned by frequent ca-
taraéts and cafcades, woods, rocks and
rivulets intermixed in ¢ gay theatric
¢ pride” form the landfcape: groves
are feen extending over the plains to the
very edge of the fea, formed principally
by the cocoa-nut trees, whofe long and
naked ftems leave a clear uninterrupted
paffage beneath, while their tufted and

over-
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over{preading tops form a thick fhade
above, and keep off the fcorching rays
of the fun. In thefe we pitch our
tents and enjoy a fhort relief from the
ennui of a tedious voyage

In the interior part of the ifland
furrounded by mountains of a prodi-
gious height and about fifteen miles
from this town is fituated a facred lake
half a mile in circumference; the adja-
cent hills covered with lofty trees, and
the unfrequented folitude of the place,
feem more calculated to infpire reli-
gious awe in thofe who vifit this fe-
queftered fpot, than any fanétity that
. is to be difcovered in a parcel of wild
ducks inhabiting it, which are deified
and worfhipped by the original natives,
who confult them as their oracles on all
important affairs, and f{acrifice to them :
being extremely averfe to condué ftran-
gers there, they ftipulate that all guns
thall be left at a place five miles from

E 4 the
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the lake. The worfhip paid to thefe
birds enfures their fafety and tran-
quillity, and rendering them of courfe
perfectly tame, they fearlefsly approach
any one who goes there: the Arabian
part of the iflanders hold this barbarous
fuperftition in the utmoft deteftation,
but dare not forbid the practice of it,
fo bigotted to it are the others.

This ifland produces no great variety
of birds or beafts; amongft the former
the Madagafcar Bat is the moft curious
on account of its fize and form, its
dimenfions between the extremities of
each wing when extended are near a
yard, and of its body from the tip of
the nofe to the tail about nine inches,
the wings are of the fame texture as
thole of the common bat, but the body
is covered with a furr exa@ly of the
colour and quality of that of a fox, to
which animal it bears likewife a perfect
refemblance in its head, and for that

reafon
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reafon fome call it the flying fox ; they
abound on the coaft of Africa and in the
ifland of Madagafcar, where they are
much larger than here; they are faid to
be of a very voracious nature, and to
deftroy fowls and otherdomeftic animals.

The heat is very great at prefent and
the Thermometer near go ; our fcorbu-
tick men have found the benefit of
fhore and are tolerably recovered ; all
are embarked to-day, and preparations
made for our departure to-morrow,
when, if the wind permits, we fhall
be again launched into the dreary ocean,
and with good luck may expeét to fee
the Indian fhores in fix weeks, a mere
nothing to us who have pafled fix
months at fea, but I dare fay is more
than you ever with to {pend on that
joylefs element. Adieu.
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LETTER V,

Morebat Bay, Dec. 1, 1781

DEAR FRIEND,

WE are, I believe, doomed
to wander over the whole face of the
ocean and never to arrive at our deftin’d
port; to moulder away in inativity
and lofe by ficknefs thofe lives, which
it is true we owe to our country, but
we thould wifth for her fake and our
own to pay rather in the field than
tamely on the fea.

Our lofs has been very great fince we
left Joanna, an epidemical fever having
raged in the fleet which has carried

off
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off a great number of officers and men ;
people will tell you that this has pro-
ceeded from a particular malignity in
the air of Joanna; but I fancy it is no
more than that particular malignity
prevailing in all hot countries, where
there is much wood, and where of
courfe the night dews are very plenti-
ful; thefe are always pernicious to men
whofe occupation and duty oblige
them to be expofed to their effect.
One valley in particular proved very
fatal to them that fixed their refidence
in it; thofe natural beauties of which
it boafted, formed by a thick grove of
cocoa-nut trees, through which a lim-
pid ftream murmured and glided to the
fea in gentle meanders, ferved but as a
decoy deftru@ive to fuch, as were
thereby enticed into its bofom; and
that it was a more unhealthy {pot than
any other muft be owing to its being
more covered with trees, and by that

means
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means more fubje® to the putrid and
ftagnant vapour found fo baleful.

Phyficians who write on the difeafes
of Europeans in hot climates recom-
mend it to people who touch at places
in thefe latitudes, for the purpofe of
refrethment, to fleep always on board
of fhip, and it would have been more
prudent in us to have conformed to
their directions in that inftance, fince
the ficknefs which has carried off fo
many affeCted thofe principally who
flept on fhore, amonglt whom I hap-
pened unluckily to be, for tired with
my long captivity on the fea, I could
not refift the temptation of land, and
lived entirely on the ifland, but have
paid feverely for it by the lofs of my
health, which ever fince has been on
the decline.

During the firft month after our

leaving Joanna we received almoft every
day
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day the melancholy tidings of fome
friend’s death, and in our vifits from
fhip to fhip hardly recognized others
from their pale and emaciated appear-
ance, beholding with forrow

¢ To infant weaknefs funk the warrior’s arm,
¢ The lip pale-quivering and the beamlefs eye.
{ . Heard nightly plung’d amid the fullen waves
“¢ The frequent corfe : while on cach other fix'd
“¢ In fad prefage the blank affitants feem’d
<« Silent to atk, whom Fate would next demand.”

THoMSON.

At the fame time that I lament this
mortality which raged in our little
army, allow me to animadvert on
what in my opinion has been, more
than the noxious air of Joanna, a caufe
of the misfortune, namely the crowded
and confined fitnation of our people on
board of fhip.

The tranfports commonly made ufe
f'of for the accommodation of troops are
more
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more calculated to deftroy than preferve.
health, which can certainly be attri-
buted to no other caufe than the diffi-
calty of procuring fhips, for no pains
or expence ought to be fpared to pro=
mote fo effential a point as the prefer-
vation of the men. Did not humanity
dictate {uch a confideration, ceconomy
ought to point out the necefity of
faving thofe lives which are replaced at
fo great an expence, greater than that
would be of giving the troops better
and more roomy tranfports, and by this
means, faving half that perifh at fea:
but this fhould only be a fecondary
thought, the value of a Britith Soldier
ought to be the firft. In voyages of a
moderate length, the health of the men
may be better preferved on thipboard
than on fhore, provided they have
room, good air, and wholefome provi-
fions; care of officers may give every
thing elfe; but their utmoft. efforts can
never keep the men in health where

thofe
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thofe requifites are wanting. It has
been our misfortune, though going on
fo long a voyage, to have only the
fame allowance of tonnage that thofe
have, which are bound to America or
the Weft Indies, viz. two ton per man,
‘abundantly too fmall for them, what
then muft it be for us going to India?
This mifchief has been plainly pointed
out by feveral fhips that have been ex-
tremely fickly till near half their com-
plements were buried, and after that,
became as healthy: we might learn
from this fatal experience, what quan-
tity of tonnage would be proper for
fuch a number of men.; If therefore,
we value the lives of our foldiers, and
with them to be landed compleat and
fit for fervice in thofe  countries to
which they are fent, we ought to give
them a better conveyance than at pre-
fent, and take into the fervice fhips
more proper for that purpofe: the deck

on which the men lay, ought to be
pierced
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pierced fore and aft; and by that
means a conftant current of air would
keep it {weet and clean, an advantage
not to be obtained in our prefent ftyle
of tranfports, whofe lower decks are
peftilential dupgeons, and even on
whofe upper ones, from the number
of men conftantly there, the air is
putrid and unwholfome. Large fhips
are the fitteft for troop-tranfports, for
many reafons; but chiefly, becaufe
difcipline and their duty can there beft
be taught to the men, which, by
amufing the mind and exercifing the
body, preferve  both in health and
vigor. If for the purpofe of expedi-
tion, coppered fhips fhould be made
ufe of, great care muft be taken that
a_quantity of water be let into them
every day, and pumped out again,
otherwife, as thofe fhips are extremely
tight, the bilge water will corrupt,
and render the air putrid: nor fhould

the men ever be fuffered to tow their
¥ meat
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meat over-board, fince by rubbing
againft the fides of the fhip, it con-
tracts fome of the bad quality of the
copper, and is very injurious.

But to return to our voyage: the
firft three weeks from Joanna, gave us
the earneft of a fpeedy arrival at Bom-
bay, a favourable breeze continually
befriending us; but at the expiration
of that time, refigned us to calms,
currents, and contrary winds, which
have been our portion ever fince:
during a whole month while the heat
was exceffive in about 10. north lati-
tude, we experienced one continued
calm; nor was that the worft that
befell us, for the currents drove us
confiderably out of our courfe; and,
when at length a breeze {prung up, it
was diretly contrary, and certified us
of the fhifting of the Monfoon, which
in thefe feas takes place about the latter
end of October: this is the name

given
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given to thofe periodical winds that
blow in the Indian ocean fix months
from N. E. or there-abouts, and the
other fix months from the oppofite
points. We contended for a long time
with this contrary wind; but as we
rather loft than gained way, and began
to ftand in need of water and refrefth-
ments, we bore away for this bay, and
came in here November 27th; and it
is much doubted whether the fleet,
in which are many heavy and bad
failing thips, will be able to make good
its paffage to India till March or April,
when the foutherly monfoon fets in.

Chance could hardly have directed us
to 2 more unpleafant or miferable place
than Morebat; the country here, does
not refreth the eye with a fingle vege=~
table produéion, but barren hills and
fandy plains are the only obje@s to be
feen; of fruits it yields none, and of
cattle, only a few half-ftarved goats and

F 2 bul-
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bullocks, not larger than maftiff-dogs ;
the water we procure is little better
than a diftillation of the fea water,
which by oozing through the fand,
loofes fome of its falt particles; and
to get it, we are obliged to fink wells.
Yet thefe bleflings of life, fuch as I°
defcribe them, draw down upon the
natives, the Budoos or wild Arabs,
who inhabit the mountains: what then
muft thesr fituation be, when they
envy the people of Morebat, the little
they poflefs? or whete can the attach-
ment to the natale ﬁ/um, be more
ftrongly fhown than by thefe people
who will fight to defend a country, one
thinks it would be a happinefs to be
deprived of ? From the frequent incur-
fions which the Budoos make into this
diftn&, the inhabitants are kept on a
perpetual gui vive; and from their con-
ftant ftate of warfare, have acquired a
ferocity of look and manner, which
makes them at leaft appear terrible;

they



COAST OF ARABIA FELIX, &C. 69

they have long ragged black hair,
which they colle& in a knot at the top
of their heads; are naked, except a
rug about their middle, and carry either
a lance or match-lock gun; in march-
ing to and from battle, they go in a
rank, and before them dance fome
warriors, finging at the fame time
difcordant airs, and clathing their
thields and arms.

Abdallah Ben Homed the Noqueeb
or Chief of Morebat, is now languifh-
ing with fome wounds he received in
battle, and lays ftretched on a pallet in
the corner of a gloomy cellar, which is
his_falle d’audience, where we are intro-
duced to him, and feat ourfelves on the
ground to take coffee with him and
his generals, while the Hookah pafles
round ; this is a pipe of a fingular and
complicated conftruion, through which
tobacco is fmoked: out of a fmall veflcl

of a globular form, and nearly full of
Fsg water

-
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water, iflue two tubes, one perpendi-
cularly, on which is placed the tobac-
co; the other, obliquely from the fide
of the veffel, and to that the perfon
who fmokes, applies his mouth; the
fmoke by this means being drawn
through water, is cooled in its paffage
and rendered more grateful : one takes
a whiff, draws up a large quantity of
fmoke, puffs it out of his nofe and
mouth in an immenfe cloud, and paf-
fes the Hookah .to his neighbour; and
thus it goes round the whole circle.

The Hookah is known and ufed
throughout the Eaft; but in thofe
parts of it where the refinements of life
prevail more than at Morebat, every
one has his Hookah facred to himfelf;
and it is frequently an implement of a
very coftly nature, being of filver, and
fet with precious ftones: in the better
kind, that tube which is applied to the
mouth is very long and pliant; and for
that reafon is termed the fnake : people.

who
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who ufe it in a luxurious manner, fill
the veffel through which the {mokeis
drawn with rofe water, and it thereby
receives fome of the fragrant quality of
that fluid.
4

The interior part of the country is
occupied by Budoos, jackalls and wild
dogs'; all which defcend to prey on the
fandy plains of Morebat. Would you
think, that of all countries, this un-
happy place fhould be fitnated on the
coaft of happy Arabia? If one may
judge of it from the {pecimen here ex-
hibited, no term was ever more mif-
applied, where the country is deftitute
of every vegetable production, the na-
tives of every rational enjoyment.

Large fleets of Arabian veflels are
daily pafling full of pilgrims going to
Mecca, and merchandife brought from
Mufcat, Buffora, and other places on
the coaft, being bound for Mocha and

Fix Juddah
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Juddah in the Red Sea; the paffage to
the former place from hence, is but
about ten days; and the eafy tranfition
to Lurope by that route, will, I be-
lieve, induce me to feck cooler climes
for the recovery of my health, to which
thefe torrid ones are fo unfriendly : if [
meet with an Arabian veffel that can
accommodate me tolerably well for the
fhort diftance to Mocha, the India
Company’s Agent will put me in the
proper channel to get up the Red Sea,’
or I may poflibly find an European fhip
to convey me to Suez; from thence
acrofs the Ifthmus of that name to
Alexandria, is not above a fix day’s
journey, and I fhall then be on the
borders of the Mediterranean fea, with
daily opportunities of pafling into Italy,
or fome part of Europe.

The hopes of regaining fo valuable
pofleffion as health, can alone make me
form this wifh, as I fhall give up my

Indian
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Indian expedition with the greateft
relactance ; but as I retire from the
fun, I flatter myfelf, I fhall receive
daily benefit; and that by the time I
arrive in England, I fhall be fit for a
campaign in the temperate Zone.

Adieu.
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LT 1T ERK VE

Mocha, Dec. 30, 178i.

DEAR FRIEND,

Yo v will perceive by the
date of this, that I have put into exe-
cution the defign, of which I gave fome
hints in my laft, and am thus far in my
way to Europe.

I embarked about three weeks ago in
an Arabian veflel that came into More-
bat Bay for water, and was bound
hither. My accommodations on board
it, were not magnificent, but I had
every thing that common wants re-
quired, and had an opportunity of learn-

ing
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ing of what difadvantage it is on many
occafions to have too many of them ;
it is true,

““ They prove a fource of pleafure when fupply’d ;*
GoLDsMITH.

but wice versé of pain when unprovided
for.

I found myfelf rather uncomfortable
at firft on that account, not being able
to drink my tea, or make my meals
quite fo much at my eafe as I was
ufed to do; but feeing my copper-
coloured fellow travellers happy with
2 little rice and water, and not dif-
trefled for want of tables, chairs and
napkins, I adopted their cuftems more
confonant to nature than my own, and
foon reafoned myfelf into good humour,
both with my fituation and fare, and
having a tolerable cabbin, was not in
danger of fuffering from the fun by day,
or the dews by night.

The
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The Noquedah or mafter of the vef-
fel, by name Hamet Ali, was a ve-
nerable old man, with a long white
beard, and had a benignity of counte-
nance that prepoffeffled me in his fa-
vour; his people likewife feemed to be
good honeit fellows, and I readily em-
barked on board his vefiel, notwith-
ftanding fome of my friends thought
it rather an bazardous ftep, but I took
care not to throw the temptation of
booty in their way, taking with me
fcarce any thing but my bedding and
provifions, and giving them credit for
fo much liberality of fentiment, as not
to fufpe@ any barm, becaufe I was
not of their colour, or did not, like
them, believe Mahommed to be the
true prophet. However, I endeavoured .
to cultivate their good will as much as
pofiible; and on firft going on board,
fat down with the Noquedah and his
officers to fupper, the floor being both
our table and chairs, on which we

placed
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placed ourfelves in a circle, with a large
bowl of rice in the middle, and fome
filh and dates before each perfon: here
I likewife found that knives and forks
were ufelefs inftruments in eating, and
that nature had accommodated us with
what anf{wered the fame purpofe: we
plunged our hands into the bowl, rolled
up an handful of rice into a ball, and
conveyed it to our mouths in that form:
our repaft was fhort, and to that f{uc-
ceeded coffee and wathing, and on their
parts prayer, in which they were very
frequent and fervent, always going thro’
the motions of it together, by fignal
from a man advanced before them, and
every evening they chaunted forth Alla
Alla, and the praifes of Mahommed for
an hour or two after fun-fet.

Our veflel was one of the largeft of
this kind, and had thirty hands on
board: thefe craft are built very fharp
at the head, and fail extremely faft, al-
though they carry but one fail; they

are
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are built of thin planks, fown or rather
laced together with cord; their ropes
being made of Kiar the filament which
covers the cocoa-nut fhell, and their
fails of cotton. In our paffage we
fteered from headland to headland, and
were never far from land, which along
the whole extent of the coaft, appeared
barren and rugged. As they take only
three or four days water on board at a
time, we were frequently obliged to put
in at different places for a fupply, which
made our paffage rather tedious, and
what might have been done in eight
days was, ‘owing to that circumftance,
protracted to a fortnight, when we ar-
rived here.

This city appears extremely beauti-
ful as you approach it, being well built,
and ftanding clofe to the water’s edge;
the houfes are very lofty, and are, as
well as the walls, forts, &ec. covered
with a chinam or ftucco, that gives a
dazzling whitenefs to them. The har-

bour
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bour is femi-circular, and formed by
two arms which run out into the fea
to equal lengths, having a fort at each
extremity. The circuit of the wall is
two miles: there are feveral handfome
mofques in the city; but that with the
tower built in honor of Shadeli; who
founded the town, and brought the
coffee plant into the neighbourhood, is
the principal one. '

The Englifh, French and Dutch have
fa&ories here; the houfe of the former
is a very large and handfome building,
in which I am comfortably lodged, and
have already received benefit from the
falubrity of the air, and other refrefh-
‘ments which I meet with. The cli-
mate is now temperate and pleafant,
compared with what I bhave lately
experienced, though the thermome-
ter is generally up at 8o. in the
middle of the day, and at 77. in the
mornings and evenings; there are no
{prings of frefh water in the town, but

fome
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fome of a very good quality within a
quarter of a mile amongft the groves of
date trees: provifions, fruits and vege-
tables are in gl;cat abundance. Trade
has much declined here of late years
fince Earope has been fupplied with
coffce from the Weft-Indies, which ar-
ticle is the ftaple commodity of this
country ; it grows at a place called Be-
telfaqui, fixty miles from hence, and is
brought here on camels. That patient
and docile animal, in thefe eaftern coun-
tries, fhares with man in his toil, and
tranfports his merchandife from place
to place; he kneels down at the com-
mand of his mafter to receive his load,
and carries it with a flow and fteady
pace acrofs dry and barren deferts, fup-
porting thirft for feveral days together;
nor is this animal ufeful only for the
purpofes of carrying a rider or his bur~
den, but likewife fupplies man both with
food and raiment.

G : The
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The fineft breed of Arabian horfes is
in this country, and has farnithed us
with thofe we make ufe of for the
turf; they are here chiefly articles of
luxury, ufed \on]y in war, or for parade :
the governor has a large flud oppofite
to the houfe where I live, which affords
me much pleafure, as I pay them fre-
quent vifits; they are fmall, but ﬁnely
thaped, and extremely active. Of this
I had an opportunity of judging yefter-
day, when the cavalry had a field-day
in- the great {quare, which, from the
mode of exercife, called to my mind
the idea of our antient tilts and tour-
naments. The lifts were furrounded by
a great number of {pectators, and with-
in were drawn up fifty horfemen ; they
firft moved in a body, and performed
feveral charges with great rapidity, then
difperfed, fome took antagonifts, and
practifed with them a mock fight with
lances of ten or twelve yards in length,
. which they all carried; others went
fingly through their exercife with that

wea-
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weapon, and the motions of attack and
defence;  the horfes were fumptuoufly
caparifoned, being adorned with gold
and filver trappings, bells hung round
their necks, and rich houfings; the
riders were in handfome Turkifh drefies,
with white turbans, and the whole
formed to me a new and pleafing fpec~
tacle.

There is a very martial {pirit among(t
the Arabians in general; and the con-
ftant ftate of warfare they are in with
the Budoos, tend much to keep it up.
Thefe roving Banditti, who are {pread
over the whole country, occafionally
form themfelves into numerous bodies
for the purpofe of plunder, and often
by their depredations bring down up-
on themfelves, the Sovereign of the
country at the head of his army, who
frequently finds great difficulty in driv-
ing them away.

G 2 = The
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The kingdom of Sunnaa, in which
ftands this city, is fituated in the fineft
part of Arabia, and that, which, from
its fertility, beft deferves the epithet
we annex to it; the Arabians term
this diftri¢¢ Yemen: the Imaum or
king of Sunnaa, refides at the metro-
polis of that name in the interior part
of the country, ten days journey from
hence, (a cay’s journey being twenty-
five miles;) the two firft days you pafs
through the fame flat and fandy plain as
that which furrounds this place; but
beyond that, the country is fertile,
and well cultivated, being diverfified
with hill and dale: the town of Sunnaa
ftands amongft mountains, and always
enjoys a temperate climate. The cir-
cuit of the kingdom, they fay, is fix
bhundred miles: the Imaum has a large
army in pay: he lives in great ftate at
his capital, has a numerous ftud of very
fine horfes, and his feraglio is compofed
of one hundred and fifty women. In

this
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this blefling of life, people may here
indulge themfelves to what extent they
pleafe, there being no limitation to the
number of concubines, though only
four wives are allowed; the feraglios
are therefore commonly in proportion
to the wealth of the mafter, their con-
cubines being flaves whom they pur-
chafe. 'Their idea of beauty, as may
eafily be fuppofed, differs as much
from our’s as their colour; the more
jetty black the complexion of the fe-
male, the more fhe is admired; flat
nofes and thick lips, are confidered
handfome; and therefore, the women
of Abyfiinia, which country is oppofite
to this coaft, having thofe perfections
in the higheft degree, fetch the greateft
price in the market; numbers of them
are brought here, and fent to the other
parts of Arabia every year for fale.
Where a man has only a few women,
they all live together in the fame houfe,

within which, they are kept clofe pri-
G 3 foners,
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foners, the jealoufy of the mafter ha dly

ever allowing them to ftir abroad, but
never on any account to be feen by or
{peak to another man.

The Gentoos arc véry numerous in
this city; thefe are a particular fect of
men that are fcattered throughout the
Eaft, and are no lefs fimple in their life
and manners than fingular in their doc-
trine. ‘The founder of them was Brama
who gave them their creed; they are
diftributed into what we term caffes, or
communities of men who prad&tife the
fame occupation, and keep themfelves
diftin& from each other, they hold it
the greateft of crimes to drink out of the
fame vefiel with one of another caffe or
religion, never eat of any animal, or
kill even a fly; this lenity is founded
on their belief in the metempfychofis,
which alfo induces them to feed all
kinds of animals, not knowing but that
the fouls of fome of their friends may

have
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have taken up their abode in the bodies
of them; fo that the dogs, cats, cows,
pigeons, fowls, &c. fubfift moftly by
the charity of the Gentoos, the owners
of them thinking it unneceflary to be
at the expence of feeding them, when
thefe good gentlemen are taught by
their religion to take fo much care of
them.

Chefcron Hadjee the Englifth Agent
is of that tribe, he has large conver-
Jfazionis every afternoon, compofed of
his brother Banians, (the denomina-
tion given to fuch as are of the mer-
cantile caffe) who fit round the room
on cufhions and take coffee with him;
they are of a lighter colour than any
other people here, and fome of them
might in looks pafs for fallow Euro-
peans, they drefs in a long clofe-bodied
muflin gown and a red turban made
up in a form fomcthing like 2 woman’s
bonnet ; they cherifh one fingle lock on

G 4 the
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the crown of the head, fhaving all the
reft, and generally have a red wafer
ftuck in the middle of their forehead,
which is a religious badge placed there

by the priefts.

I was witnefs yefterday to a curious
ceremony, called in the Ealt champooing ;
coming accidentally into the apartment
where my friend Chefcron, who is a
little deformed dropfical old man,
generally lays reclined on cufhions, I
beheld him firetched out quite naked
on the floor, and proftrate on his face,
while his attendants were rubbing him ;
1 was at firft apprehenfive, that the
old fellow had fallen down in a fit,
and thought they were trying to bring
him to life again; they laid hold of his
flefh in different parts, pinching and
clawing him with great violence; I
approached him with fome fear ; when
hearing me .fpeak, he turned up his
brown face with a {mile, by which I

found
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found that all was right with him,
and ‘to my furprize heard, that this
operation was looked on as falutary,
and extremely pleafant; it muft with-
out doubt promote a circulation of the
blood, and fupplenefs of the joints,
every one of which they pull and pinch,
but I hardly think we fhall ever borrow
this luxury from the Eaft.

There are many rich merchants here,
but as their wealth increafes, the Sove-
reign makes a demand for his fhare,
which is as much as he chufes to afk
for : when his wants are preffing, he
fends orders to the governor to demand
a free gift of fo many dollars from the
merchants, which they freely give,
becaufe they dare not refufe: the go-
vernor affefles them according to his
own pleafure, dividing the fom to be
raifed between Banians and Muflulmen.

In
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In travelling through different coun-
tries, the firft idea that fuggefts itfelf
1s, whether the laws and cuftoms
which prevail, are fuch as tend to make
the people happy; and in forming this
eltimate, we are but too apt to meafure
their feelings by our own, which is in
fact to confider whether we fhould our-
felves be happy in them, arguing on
this principle, we muft of courfe draw
our comparifon much to the difadvan-
tage of that country, where the vio-
lation of property is fo cuftomary as it
is here, and the intercourfe with the
beau fexe is founded on tyranny and
compulfion, inftead of that delicacy
and fympathy of fentiment which
forms thofe attachments with us. But
to weigh the matter fairly, we fhould
pronounce, that if an Englifhman
would be miferable in Arabia Felix,
an Arabian would be no lefs fo in
England ; the force of cuftom, climate
and complexion, which makes men

equally
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equally happy in different quarters of
the globe,- will not allow them to be
tranfplanted, more than the fruits of
the country, which can only flourifh in
their proper foils. I believe the fonds
of happinefs are pretty nearly the fame
throughout the world, and that nature
has in all places adapted the country
and the natives of it to each other,
Adieu. :
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LEJ LER -VIE

Juddah, March 6, 178z.

DEAR FRIEND,

I kNow not whether the f{a-
tisfaction I had on arriving at this place,
or that which I fhall receive on quit-
ting it, will be the greateft: the for-
mer proceeded from it’s being the pe-
riod of a tedious paflage from Mocha,
the latter will arife from the pleafure
one muft naturally feel, at leaving a
place that has not the means of afford-
ing any.

I embarked at Mocha in a trankey
of the fame kind as that which con-

veyed
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veyed me from Morebat; and failing
in the evening with a frefh breeze and
rough fea, which I thought would fwal-
low up my little veflel, reached Hodeida
the next afternoon : that place is in the
kingdom of Sunnaa; and being nearer
to Betelfaqui than Mocha, fhips off
much more coffee for Juddah: the
mafter of the veflel detained me here
two days, greatly againft my own will
and his profeflions before we fet off;
he took at this place a pilot, as all the
coafting veffels do; and being again
embarked, we failed at midnight, and
had ‘a much higher fea than we ex-
perienced between Mocha and Hodei-
da; the fwell was fo great, that I
doubted much whether our cockle fhell
would be able to live in it; we were
toffed about in a very alarming manner
for twelve hours, and then arrived and
anchored off the fmall ifland of Ca-
maran, famous only for it's good water,

We
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We failed early the next morning.
The breeze was at firft fair, but did
not long continue fo; and almoft ever
after, during our palfage, was contrary;
" and by that means it was protraied to
eight and twenty days, though fre-
quently performed in eight or ten.
Our courfe lay along fhore betwixt the
main land and a chain of little iflands;
with which, as likewife with rocks and
fhoals the fea abounds in this part, and
for that reafon it is the practice with
all thefe veflels to anchor every even-
ing. We generally brought up clofe
to the fhore, and the land breeze
{pringing up about midnight, wafted
to us the perfumes of Arabia, with
which it was ftrongly impregnated and
very fragrant; the latter part of it,
carried us off in the morning, and
continued till eight, when it generally
fell calm for two or three hours, and

after that the northerly wind fet in,
often
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often obliging us to anchor under the
lee of the land by noon. It happened
that one morning when we had been
driven by ftrefs of weather into a {mall
bay called Birk Bay, the country
around it being inhabited by the Bu-
doos, the Noquedah fent his people on
fhore to get water, for which it is
always cuftomary to pay. The Budoos
were as the people thought, rather too
exorbitant in their demands, and not
chufing to comply with them, they
returned to make report to their mafter ;
on hearing it, rage immediately feized
him, and determined to have the water
on his own terms, or perith in the
attempt, he buckled on his armour,
and attended by his myrmidons, carry-
ing their match-lock guns and lances,
being twenty in number they rowed to
the land: my Arabian fervant, who
went on fhore with the firft party, and
faw that the Budoos were difpofed for
fighting, told me that I thould cer-
: tainly -
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tainly fee a battle; I accordingly
locked on very anxioufly, hoping that
the fortune of the day would be on the
fide of my friends, but Heaven ordained
it otherwile ; for after a parley of about
a quarter of an hour, with which the
Budoos amufed them till near an hun-
dred were aflembled; they proceeded
to the attack and routed the failors,
who made a precipitate retreat, the
Noquedah and two having fallen in the
altion, and feveral being wounded ;
they contrived however to bring off
their dead ; and the groupe around the
body of the Noquedah was truly mov=~
ing ; the grief exprefled by all, teftified
the regard they bore him, but in none
was fo firongly marked as in the furrowed
face of an old flave, who locked on with
filent anguith, while a tear trickled
down his check.

The Weqther obliged us to pafs that
and the following day in the difagree-
H able
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able neighbourhood of our enemies ;
and my Arabian fervant Mahommed,
in whofe compofition fear was a prin-
cipal ingredient, tock great pains to
reprefent to me how practicable a thing
it would be, for the Budoos to cut us
off in the night, fince they would not
have above a ftone’s throw to fwim;
and being fo numerous, might eafily
board the trankey when every body was
afleep; I affented very readily to what
he faid, and ftrongly recommending to
him to keep a good look-out, doubted
not but that his vigilance would render
my repofe fecure.

Throughout this affair I could not
but admire the fpirit of my fellow
travellers, altho’ overpowered by num-
bers, they had unfortunately loft the
day; and the generous forrow exprefled
by them on the death of their leader,
gave me a good opinion of gheir huma-
nity and feelings : but an alt of favage
‘ cruelty
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cruelty they committed three days after,
entirely removed it.

One of the failors died of his wounds,
and at two o’clock they anchored near
the land, and went on (hore to bury
him ; three Budoos of a different tribe
from thofe they had fought with,
came down to the beach out of curiofity,
and ftood by as fpectators of the cere-
mony,’ which being -ended, the failors,
who were twelve in number, turned to
thefe poor innocent fellows, told them
that the man whom they had buried,
was killed by fome Budoos, and in
revenge facrificed thefe people to his
manes, ftabbing and mangling them
in an horrid manner; they returned to
the veflel exulting, and thinking they
had performed a gallant a@ion, feemed
as they told their tale to demand from
every one a fmile of approbation, but
not being able to give them one, I

afked Mahommed, who joined in the
Hs general
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general joy, how fuch an adion could
pleafe him; he replied, that they had
done very right, for their Book or-
dered them always to kill an equal
number of the fame kind of people as
had killed any of their's: as a punifh-
ment to him for thefe fenets, I was not
forry that he had again a night of fear
and watching; for towards dufk we
difcovered a large body of Budoos on
the thore; this put him on thorns, and
the idea of being cut off, did not (I
believe) fuffer him to get a wink of
fleep all night. We left this bloody
coaft on the morning following, and
ftopping at a place called Confidah to
get water, meeting with ftrong gales
from north, which obliged us to re- -
main at anchor for days together, but
without any more adventures or blood-
thed, we arrived here.

Tired with being cooped up fo long
in a {mall veffel, and anxious to purfue

my
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my routé, I landed at this place with
the hopes of leaving it in'a day or two,
and have been detained near fix weeks,
waiting for the failing of the annual
Suez fleet, recommended to me as the
moft cligible, or indeed the only fafe
mode of going thither.

When I fay of Juddah, that it is
Terra fenza frutti & Popolo [enza Fede,
I believe T give you a pretty juft de-
feription of it; but to enter into a more
minute one, I muft inform you that it
is an old and ill-built town, furrounded
by a broken and ruinous wall, having
no fort, nor any guns mounted; it is
fituated nearly mid-way betwixt Mocha
and Suez, on the eaftern coaft of the
Red Sea, and is a place of the greateft
trade on it. The commerce between
Arabia and Europe here meets, and is
interchanged ; the former fending her
gums, drugs, coffee, &c. which are
brought in {fmall veffels from the whole

H 3 extent
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extent of the coaft, as far as Buffora in
the Perfian Gulf, and from Europe
come cloths, iron, furs and other
articles, by way of Cairo.. The re~
venue arifing from the duties on thefe
is fhared by the Grand Signor and Xerif
of Mecca, to whom this place jointly
belongs: it was formerly tributary to
the Grand Signor only; but the latter,
whofe dominions furround it, {eized on
it. The affair however being coinpro-
mifed between them, they now fhare
the profits of the port: the former
fends annually a Pacha to fupport his
pretenfions, and colle&t the revenue;
the latter deputes a governor who is
termed the Vizir Xerif, and has the
chief power and authority here: the
man who at prefent in that capacity
difpenfes law and juftice, is an Abyfii~
nian eunuch, and was a flave in the late
Xerif’s family.

The
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The people here are not quite fo
black as at Mocha, having a yellowifh
tinge in their complexions: their way
of living is much the fame as there;
they fit crofs-legged on the ground at
their meals, wath, pray, drink coffee,
and {moke Hookah five times in the
day. There are feveral coffee-houfes
which are always full; the common
people there drinking their difh of coffee
together, as our’s would their pot of
beer at an alehoufe. The women feem
to have rather more liberty than at
Mocha, as I fee many of them walking
about the ftrects; but the appearance
they make is fo extraordinary, that at
firft T was doubtful in what genus to
clafs them; they wear loofe cloth
trowfers and yellow Huffar boots, have
veils of white linen over their faces,
reaching almoft to the ground, with
only two {mall flits for the eyes, and
wrap themfelves in a large loofe plaid

H 4 of
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of coarfc cloth; they have a variety of
gold and filver trinkets round their
arms and legs, and wear necklaces of
finall pieces of money ftrung. Al thefe
make'a jingle like bells as they walk ;
through one of their noftrils they wear
a ring with a flat plate on it like a coat
button and dye their hands red with an
herb that grows in the country; they
are as fond of finoking Hookah as the
men ; and when they vifit, always take
it along with them.

Being near the fountain-head of their
faith, the people here are great bigots
to their religion, and of courfe inve-
terate encmies to the chriftians; any
tranger of that clafs is fure of being in-
fulted in the ftreets, unlefs he has a
guard with him; they are not allowed
to go out of the gate leading to Mecca;
and in their drefs, muft be careful to
avoid green or white, two colours fa-
cred to Mufiulmen; and even of thefe,

fuch
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fuch only as are defcended from Ma=
hommed, may wear the green turban ;
nor are we thought by them to be
worthy the honor of mounting an
horfe; for they fay as our prophet
contented himfelf with riding an afs,
his followers have no right to be better
mounted ; but as the jack-afs is an
animal whofe paces I don’t much
admire, I take my exercife on foot,
and can only walk for a fhort way by
the fea fide; though as the country
around -is all a defert, I do not regret
that I cannot penctrate into it; the
only circumftance from which I have
received any fatisfaction during my ftay
here, is the temperature of the air,
which with fea bathing, has agreed
very well with my northern confli-
tution : the thermometer having gene-
rally been below 7o.

About a quarter of a mile north of |
the town is a white building called
Eve's
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Eve’s fepulchre; and they tell you that
the was certainly buried there, and that
her grave is twenty feet in length,
which they determine to have been the
ftandard height of mankind at that
early period of the world ; the two
Arabick words oumana houa, fignifying
Eve the mother of all are infcribed on
the building; they go every Sabbath
to pray there, but will not fuffer a
chriftian to vifit 1t.

The two moft valuable productions
of this country are balm of Gilead
and Senna, the former is extracted
from a tree which grows amongft the
mountains, the latter is a fhrub found
near Mecca,

Our merchants in India ufed to fend
annually fhips from Bengal and other
parts to Juddah, but the arbitrary im-
pofitions laid on the goods and the
frauds they experienced from the

people,
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people, has made them entirely dif~
continue this commerce. A moft
glaring - inftance of villainy in the
Prince ‘of the country, and his Lord
Lieutenant of . Juddah ftands = fore-
wmoft on the latter lift; they jointly
bought - the cargo of ‘an  Englifh
thip worth near [.50,000, -took the
goods, and engaged to pay the moncy
in a few days; but the Supercargo
after repeated applications, was obli-
ged to return to India, haviog only
the Xerif’s bill, payable the follow-
ing fommer; accordiagly he réturns
ed, was very prefling for ‘the money,
but met with no better fuccefs than
before, and only received a freth bill,
with pofitive affurances that he fhould
be paid the following year; it hap-
pened that before his return, both
the Xerif and his Vizir were dead,
., and when he applied for payment of
the bill to the reigning Xerif, who

was fon to the former, he flatly re-
fufed
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fufed to piy a farthing, faying, that
as the debt was incurred by his father,
his father only was anfwerable for it,
that it was true he was dead, but the
body was at his fervice, and if it would
be any fatisfa@tion to the creditors, he
was very welcome to carry it to Bengal
with him.

A place, where the natural advan-
tages are fo few and the ‘moral defeds
fo great, cannot you may fuppofe, be
a pleafing one to {pend much time at;
I promife you I am impatient to quit
it, and turn my face northward. Adieu.
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LETTER: Vil

Suez, April 25, 1782.

DEAR FRIEND,

SHOULD I tell you that I
arrived here yefterday after a paffage of
fix weeks from Juddah, without enter-
ing into a detail of the manner in which
I performed that voyage, I fhould do
injultice to the Turkith mode of navi-
gation on the Red Sea, and pay but
a bad compliment to the Suez fleet
whofe performances ought not to be
pafled over in filence.

The conflru&ion and management of
the veffels are equally fingular, and I
fear
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fear any defcription will fall infinitely
thort of the criginals; they were, I
believe, defigned by thofe who built
them, to bear fome refemblance to
thips, but having very few of the pro-
perties of thofe machines proceed on
a principle totally different from any
I before beheld; that primum mobile to
which fhips of other countries are in-
debted for their voyages is here of lit-
tle ufe, and calms are more favorable
than wind to forward their progrefs;
for unlefs the latter comes in a very
fmall quantity they rarely chufe to ex-
pofe their fails to it, and herein feem
equally averfe to a fair as to a con-
trary wind, remaining at anchor till it
fubfides into a calm; their bufy fcene
then commences, the anchor is weigh-
ed, and the veflel put in motion by
means of the boat with about twenty
oars in it, towing till a breeze {prings
up; when this begins to be more than
what our feamen call a light air, they

hurry to the fhore and let go their
an-
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anchor, and for this purpofe always
chufe a birth the moft environed by
rocks and fthoals, never thinking them-
felves fecure but when in the midift
of danger; their common time of an-
choring was about two o’clock in. the
afternoon, for about that time the
breeze generally frethened, and in pro-.
portion as that increafes they put out
anchors till they have fix in the water,
and two or three hawfers befides to tie
them to the furrounding rocks: in this
fitnation did we frequently remain for
days together; but in what they called
good weather we had not above two
anchors out, and if it fell calm after
fun-fet they ventured to get one of
them up, that they might be ready
for the land breeze in the morning,
which generally {prung up at two
o'clock and blew till nine or ten, and
as it hardly made .a curl on the water
fuited our mariners exa@ly, they al-
ways got under way with it as foon

as
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as it was light and fometimes before.
1 believe without thefe land breezes,
we .fthould never have arrived at Suez,
a circumftance that very frequently hap-
pens to many veflels of this annual
fleet, for if they do not make good
their paffage before the latter end of
May, the northerly winds blow fo con-
flantly as to render it impoffible, for
veflels that cannot work to windward,
to get up the narrow channel from
Tor to Suez.

As we remained then every afternoon
at anchor near the fhore, nor ever ven-
tured far from it when under way;
you may fuppofe that, in the courfe
of my voyage, I had fuflicient oppor-
tunity to make my obfervations both
on the Red Sea famous in the facred
hiftory, and likewife on the coaft of
Arabia which was perpetually before
my eyes; the latter being Arabia De-
ferta, is literally what it's name im-

plies;
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plies; the former prefented no appear-
ance that juftifies the term given to it,
proceeding as fome authors fay from a
reddith tinge on the waters, but no
fuch did I ever take notice of: our
climate was always clear and ferene,
and became much more temperate as
we moved northward, indeed the wind
chiefly blowing from that quarter made
the air cool: during the latter part of
our paffage, it has blown very freth at

times, and obliged us once to remain
at anchor eight days together’ in the
fame place: our fleet has fuffered very
much thereby; and we are laying here
at prefent in company with four other
veflels, and are the only ones that have
as yet got up: intelligence over land
informs us of the lofs of four, driven
from their anchors in the blowing wea-
ther, and wrecked ; and that two others
anchored near the fhore, were in the
night boarded and plundered by the
Budoos; one was wrecked a day or two

1 after
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after we left Juddah, fo that five of
them being loft, and two plundered,
near one third of the fleet is difpofed
of that way; five are at Suez, and the
reft have not been heard of: you may
be fure that I think myfelf fortunate
in having arrived here amongft the firit,
and efcaped all the perils of this cu-
rious voyage of .about two hundred
lcagues; nor am I fo 'much furprifed
that we have been near fifty days. in
performing it, as that, confidering their
mode of manceuvring, we fhould be
able to perform it at all. But to give
you a more exact idea thereof, I will
tranfcribe for your perufal the jour-
nal I kept on board the Mahaboube,
bound from Juddah to the port of
Suez. The daily height of the ther-
mometer I have not fet down for any
particular hour, but have taken it al-
ways . at. the higheft point it was at
in the courfe of the day.

March
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March 10. Embarked this afternoon
on board the Mahaboube, a veflel of
about five hundred tons burthen, laden
with coffee and pilgrims retarning from
the Hadge, (the anuual feftival of the
Muflulmen held at Meccas) thefe lay
intermingled on the deck ; each perfon
has a fmall fpace allotted to him where
he fleeps, cooks his victuals, &c. The
great cabbin and round-houfe are di-
vided into fmall births for paffengers.
This veffel is built very high at the
poop, and fquare at the bows; it is
fteered by a fingular contrivance ; acrofs
the deck between the mizen and the
main maft is placed a large beam, which
projects near twenty fect from the fthip’s
fides; to each end of the beam is fixed
a fmall one twelve feet long, the centre
thereof being tied to the end of the
great beam, but fo as to allow it to
move backwards and forwards: from
one end of this fmall beam paffes a rope

I'2 to
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to the rudder, and from the other end
a rope to the helmfman, who fits at
the aftermoft part of the poop and
fteers.

11. Dropped down to the mouth of
the channel, which is very narrow and
difficult ; anchored there at noon. In
making fail, they hoift up the yards
with the fails loofe; the lower yards
being laid acrofs the decks while at an-
chor, the upper ones refting on the
tops. The pilot is ftationed on the
bowfprit from whence he gives direc-
tions to the helm{man. The fails are
of ftriped and figured cotton. The thips
are painted dark brown, with figures
and ornaments in white and red.

12. The fleet compofed of twenty-
five fail of different forms and fizes,
weighed at fix A. M. and proceeded in
company: they mean to keep together
till they have pafied Yambo, which has

lately
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lately been taken from the Xerif of
Mecca by the, Budoos, who have
large boats, and it is thought, mean to
attack the fleet, orat leaft any ftraggling
thips they meet with. Light air from
fouth. Anchored at four P. M. Ther-
mometer 82. Diftance gone about
twenty miles.

13.  Weighed at five A. M. Light
air from weft fouth weft. Anchored
at four P, M. Diftance twenty miles.
Thermometer 83.

14. Weighed at four A. M. with
the land breeze. Calm at ten A. M.
Towed till 12. Sea-breeze then fet in,
and we anchored at two P. M. Dif-
tance fixteen miles. Thermometer 83,

15. Weighed at four A. M. with
the land breeze. Calm at nine. Towed
moft part of the day, and anchored at

O four
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four P. M. Diftance fixteen miless
Thermometer 88.

16. At anchor, wind north-weit.
Thermometer 8o.

17. Sailed at feven A. M. with a
land breeze. Calm at eleven. Light
air from north-weft at noon. Anchored
at four P. M. Diftance fifteen miles.

18. Sailed at fix A. M. with a light
air., Calm at nine. Towed till noon,
when breeze from north-weft {prung
up, and we anchored attwo P. M. Dif-
tance 15 miles. Thermometer 8o.

19. Sailed at four A. M. with the
land breeze. Calm ateleven. Towed
till noon, when light air from north-
weft {fprung up. Anchored at five P. M.
Diftance twenty miles. Thermome-
ter 82,

20. Sailed
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20. Sailed at fix A. M. Anchored
at two P. M. Wind weft. Diftance
twenty miles. Thermometer 83.

21, Sailed at foar A. M. . An-
chored at two  P. M. off Yambo, in
cempany with the fleet, diftant about a
mile from the town: it is a good look-
ing place, has feveral mofques and a
caftle.

22. At anchor.  Wind blowing frefh
from '‘north-weft.  Thermometer 79.
Our boats pafs unmolefted backwards
and forwards, between the fhips and
the town for waterand provifions.

23, At anchor. Wind north-weft.
Thermometer 79.

24. At anchor. Wind north-weft.
Thermometer 8o.

A 25. Sailed
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25. Sailed at fun-rife. Anchored at
three P, M. Wind weft fouth weit.

Thermometer 835%.

26. Sailed early with the land-
breeze. Calm at nine A. M. Towed
till noon. Sea-breeze fet in, anchored
at three, P. M. Thermometer 86.

27. Sailed at five A. M. Anchored
at three P. M. off Gebel Heflani, a
fmall ifland, being abreaft of Haura on
the main land. ‘Thermometer 842,

28. Sailed with the land-breeze at
five A, M. Calmat ten. North wind
fet in at noon. Anchored at four P. M.
Thermometer 84. A thunder ftorm at
night.

29. Sailed at fix A. M. Anchored
at four P, M. Thermometer 79.

30. Sailed
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30. Sailed at fix A. M. Anchored
at five P. M. Light air Weft. Ther-

mometer §3.

31. Sailed at feven A, M. Paf-
fed through a narrow channel of about
a mile in length, and not more than
twice the breadth of the fhip, with
rocks and fands on each fide: after the
fhips had pafled through it, they fired
guns for joy, it being confidered the
molft dangerous part of the voyage.

April 1. Sailed at feven A. M.
Anchored at noon. Wind north weft.
Thermometer 76.

2. Sailed at fix A. M. Anchored at
four P. M. having paflfed Shek Bermak,
a fmall ifland at the extremity of a chain
of fands and iflands that extend from
Gebel Haflani thither. Thermometer

17> _
3. Sailed
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3. Sailed at four A. M. and it being
calm in the evening we ftood on towing
moft part of the night. Thermometer
8s.

4. Calm till ten A. M. Wind fet
in from horth, anchored at eleven A.
M. Thermometer 81.

5. Sailed at three A. M. Anchored
at three P. M. Light -.1ir‘ from weft,
Thermometer 8 3.

6. Sailed with the land breeze at
one A, M. Anchored at three P. M.
Thermometer 8o.

7. Sailed at fix A. M. Anchored
at five P. M. near Iflam. Several Arabs
and camels came down to the beach,
and fome people went from hence by
land to Cairo, a journey of fourteen

days.
8. Sailed
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8. Sailed with the land breeze at
one A. M. Pafled Moilah at five P.
M. and the wind being fair and mo-
derate, continued our courfe during the
night, ftanding over for Raz Mahom-
med : the wind fhifted at midnight to
North, and drove us up intoithe Eaftern
Fork of the fea almoft as far as. Acaba,
Thermometer 84.

9. Wind contrary, made little way
and anchored at three P. M. Thermo-

meter So.

10. Sailed at feven A. M. Light
air at North Weft. Anchored at fix
P. M. Thermometer 84.

11. Sailed at fix A. M. Pafled the
iflands Tyran and Senaffre. Anchored
at two P. M. in a fmall bay called
Sharm. Two or three hundred Arabs

came down to the beach on,6 camels.
The
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The captain of our fhip fent his boat
for the Scheik, and gave him prefents
of coffee, &c. Our people feemed to
have fome apprehenfions from thefe
Arabs, loading their arms, and keeping
watch all night. Thermometer 83.

12. Sailed at two A. M. with a fair
wind, paffed Raz Mahommed at five
A. M. which event they celebrated by
firing guns. Paffed the ifle of Sheduan
at feven A. M. and Tor, at cne P. M.
foon after came in fight of Mount Sinai
and Horeb; the former is here called
‘Taurofina: on it is a convent of Greek
catholicks, to which many chriftians
make pilgrimages; to enter it, you muft
be hoifted in a bafket up a very high
precipice on which it ftands. Ther-
mometer 84. we ftood on during the

night.

13. At one A. M. a breeze from
north fetin, at daylight we made for the
"thore,
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thore, and anchored clofe to it. Ther=~
mometer §3.

14. At anchor. Wind blowing
freth from north. Thermometer at
{fun-rife 66.

r5. At anchor, it blowing frefh.
Thermometer at fun-rife. 62, Two
veflels which were anchored near us,
drove athore in the night, and went to
pieces ; the people were with difficulty
faved, fome of which we tock on board.

16. At anchor, it blowing frefh.
Thermometer at {un-rife 67.

17. At anchor. Wind North.
Thermometer 75, at two P. M.

18. At anchor. Wind North.
Thermometer at fun-rife 65, at two P.
M. 8o. Arabs and camels are daily

paﬁing along the fhore. Some pcop]e
from
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from a fhip (anchored near us) fet off
to-day by land to Suez, a journey of
five days on camels,

19. At anchor. Wind North.
Thermometer at fun-rife 66; at twaq
P. M. 74.

20. At anchor. Wind North.
Thermometer at fun-rife 66 ; at two
P. M. 74.

21. Sailed at fix A. M. with a fair
wind, and at two P. M. pafled Burkit
Pharoon, fignifying Pharaoh’s whirl-
pool. This they determine to be that
part of 'the Red Sea which Mofes and
the children of Ifrael croffed, as related
in the Bible, when purfued by Pharoah,
who they fay was drowned in that very
fpot where this eddy is. Our people
here killed a fheep, cut off it’s head,
which they fmoked with incenfe, and
threw it into the fea, praying at the

{fame
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fame time. The high land on the Ara-
bian fhore is called the Hummum,
from a {pring of boiling water on it.
This place is half way between Tor and
Suez. The wind continuing fair and
moderate, we {tood on till eleven P.
M. when it fhifted to Weft, and we
anchored,

22. Atanchor. Wind North. Ther-
mometer at {un-rife 64. at two P. M. 76,

23. Sailed at feven A. M. An-
chored at eight P. M. Thermometer
at two P. M. 75. Suez in fight from
the maft-head at fun-fet.

24. Sailed at fun-rife. Anchored
off Suez at four P. M. Thermo-
meter ;0.

Suez, which was the Arfince of the
antients, is fituated at the top of the

Red Sea; it ftands furrounded by the
Defert,
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Defert, and is a fbabby ill built place:
the fhips anchor a league from the
town, to which the channel that leads
is very narrow, and has only nine or
ten feet depth of water; for which
reafon, the large fhips that are built
here, muft be towed down to the road
without mafts, guns, or any thing in
them; there are eight of them laying
here which have not been to Juddah
this year; one of them is at leaft
twelve hundred tons burthen, being as
lofty as a hundred-gun fhip, though
not longer than a frigate; {o that you
may judge of the gocd proportion they
obferve in the conftruéion of their
~fhips; the timber of which they are all
built, is brought from Syria by water
to Cairo, and from thence on camels.
This fleet fails for Juddah every year
before the Hadge, ftays there two or
three months, and returns loaded with
coffee : this is fo material an article in
the diet of a Muflulman, that the prayers

and
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and wifthes of them all are offered up
for its fafety ; and I believe next to the
lofs of their country, the lofs of their
coffee would be moft feverely felt by
them: the greateft part of it is fent to
Conftantinople, and other parts of Tur-
key, a fmall quantity only going to
France and Italy.

Suez is fo wretched a place, that
although, as you may fuppofe, I am
heartily tired of my Turkifh fhip, yet
rather than ftay on fhore, I prefer wait-
ing on board till the Caravan fets out
for Cairo, which will be in two or
three days. 1 fhall not be alittle pleafed
when this paffage of the Defert is over,
to which I look forward with a kind of
dread from the heat and fatigue likely
to attend it, the feafon being advanced
far beyond my expe&ations when I firft
turned my face towards Europe; but
my health is much mended of late, and
I flatter myfelf will be equal to the

K fatigue
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fatigue of the journey; befides when I
confider that it will be only of three
days continuance, and all the remainder
of my way will be fmooth and eafy, I
thall bear the inconvenience more pa-
tiently. Adieu,
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Ca

La & EER. LXK

Cairo, May 1, 1782.

DEAR FRIEND,

I ARRIVED at this place early
yefterday morning after a moft difa-
grecable journey acrofs the Defert, but
fortunately a fhorter one than ufual,
having performed it in a day and an
half.

When I tell you that I came with
a Caravan from Suez, I fhould like-
wife tell you, that a Caravan in thefe
countries, fignifies an affemblage of ca-
mels, horfes, mules, men and other
animals, who are formed into large bo-

K 2 dies
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dies for the fake of mutual protetion ;
and as they travel in fome parts for two
or three months together over wafte and
barren deferts, which yield nothing for
the fupport either of man or beaft, are
obliged to take all neceffaries with
them, and particularly water. It is
on thefe occafions that they- find the
fuperior excellence of the camel to all
other animals; not only from its great
ftrength and unwearied perfeverance,
but from that property it has of fufs
taining thirft for feveral days.

Thofe annual caravans which go from
Aleppo and Cairo to Mecca, are often
compofed of thirty or forty thoufand
people, and are under military govern-
ment, an officer being appointed by the
Grand Signor, called the Emir Hadge,
who condu&®s and commands them;
the order of march is regular, and by
ranks; the difcipline is very exact, and
a guard of Janiffaries with field-pieces
form the efcort: they have regular

times
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times of marching and halting, which
is done by fignal. When -they take
up their ground for the night, tents
are pitched, kitchens, cookihops and
coffee houfes are immediately erected,
and a large camp is formed; every
thing is as quickly packed, and the
camels are loaded in the morning to
be ready for gun-firing, which puts
the whole body in motion.

The caravan from Cairo performs its
journey to Mecca in forty days, where
having ftaid about a month to cele-
brate the Hadge, a feftival in which
both the interefts of trade and reli-
gion are equally confulted, it returns
in the fame order, flopping at Medina
in the way back, to pay a vifit to and
make offerings at the fhrine of Ma-
hommed, that having been the place
of his interment, as Mecca was of his
nativity.

K3 The
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The zeal thewn by Muflulmen, and
the toils and fufferings undergone by
them for the fake of paying this com-
pliment to their prophet, are wender-
fal; they flock to Mecca from all parts
of the Mahometan countries, and per-
form the moft laborious journies: the
poorer part of thefe pilgrims depend
on charity for their fopport, which
rarely yields them any thing better than
a fcanty allowance of bread and water.
Vanity, religion, fuperftition and com-
merce, are the four principal caufes of
thefe annual pilgrimages. A Muflul-
man that has been at Mecca, gains
thereby a degree of credit and honor
amongft his countrymen, with the term
of Hadge added to his name whenever
he 1s fpoke to; his attendance there
once at leaft in his life is required by
his creed : many vifit it in compliance
with vows made at fome time of im-
pending danger, or conditionally on the

at-
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attainment of any defirable object;
others who have led diffolute lives go
there for abfolution, and with an in-
tention to reform; and others for the
purpofes of traffick: all fancy them-
felves the better for having been there,
and from that conviction, perhaps many
really become fo.

But to return from Mahommed to
my Suez caravan. This being under
no regulations, was an irregular and
ftraggling body, confifting of about one
thoufand camels, and half as many men,
and fet out about noon on the 28th
of April, travelling on till eight at
night: we then took up our ground;
the camels ecafed of their burthens,
placed themfelves in circles round their
food couchant with their legs under
them, and the men in the {fame order
formed their mefles: the caravan was
in motion by three the next morning,
and travelled on without making one

K 4 fin-
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fingle halt, even to give the camels
water or food, till nine at night. You
may from heace be able to form fome
conjeCture of the power of that ani-
mal ; the pace we went at, feemed to
be nearly about four miles an hour, and
this was continued for cighteen hours
together.

My travelling carriage was termed a
Kuthob; to compare {mall things with
great, I may fay that it refembles the
body of a coach, with an opening be-
tween the two ftats for the back of
the camel on which it is placed lon-
gitudinally, fo that one feat hangs on
one fide, the other on the other, and
on each fits a perfon: I had a ca-
nopy over the top, in which I found
fingular ufe, as the heat of the fun
was intolerable; and though I could
not be conveyed in a manner more fa-
vorable to my feelings, laying along
on mattraffes and pillows placed over

the
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the feat; yet the uneafy motion of
the camel, the heat of the weather,
and the exceffive drought I experienced,
rendered it the moft unpleafant jour-
ney I ever made; I took out my ther-
mometer about two o’clock, and found
it g2. but it foon rofe to g6. and fear-
ful that if I kept it longer expofed to
this air of fire, it would rife ftill much
higher, a fight to which my ipirits
were not equal, I put it by. Half
dead with heat and fatigue, I was con-
fidering whether it would be pofiible
for me to fupport another day, which
I expeted we were to pafs in the
fame way before we arrived at Cairo,
when a Tuark who came up from Jud-
dah in the fame fhip with me, rode
up to my carriage, afking me Chooft
Bahar Nile? Do you fee the Nile?
pointing at the fame time to 2 fpot
not very far diftant, telling me imme-
diately after, that we fhould get to

the
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the walls of Mezr (the Turkith name
for Cairo,) that night, and go in next
morning at fun-rife. I bardly, knew
how to credit fo joyful a piece of news ;
but he continuing to affert it ferioufly,
I atlength believed him, and to me it
was like a fentence of reprieve to a con-
demned man. We accordingly travelled
on till near nine, and then came to a
{mall village, where we put up for the
night, and to my no {mall joy arrived
here early the next morning. The dif-
tance from Suez hither is eighty miles,
and is always a three days journey for
loaded camels, but our’s belonging to
Cairo, and being light, as the coffee
they came for was not ready, made their
journey in this fhort time that I have
mentioned.

Having explained to you the mode of
our travelling, it will not require many
words to defcribe a country uniformly

barren
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barren and fandy; fome part of the way
lay through a narrow valley, which ap-
peared to be the bed of the canal that
was made to join the Mediterranean with
the Red Sea, and came into the latter
at Suez. A great number of petrified
branches of trees, and pieces of wood
are met with on the road, with here and
there a carcafe on which the vultures
prey, and in fome parts a few ftunted
thrubs. Every one in thefe journeys
goes armed, as the caravans are fre-
quently attacked and plundered by the
wild Arabs, who ftrip the people, and
leave them to perith on the Defert, a
circumftance that I am forry to fay,
happened io feveral of our countrymen
about three years ago in the following
melancholy manner.

A contraband trade had for fome years
been carried on by Englith people from
India to Cairo, much to their advan=

tage,
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tage, and as much to the prejudice of
our commerce from thence to Europe.
Several (hips came annually to Suez with
cargoes from India; and tho’ there was a
Firman of the Grand Signor’s, to whom
that port belongs, ftri¢tly forbidding all
foreign fhips or chriftians to approach
Suez, yet as the Pacha of Cairo and
the Chief Bey found their intereft in
this illicit trade, they fuffered the Fir-
man to fleep, which it did, till a new
Pacha was fent from Conftantinople
with ftri& orders to enforce it, whereon
the following tragical adventure befell
the Englithmen when they came next
to Suez with their accuftomed merchan-
dife. Not aware of this change of men
and mealures in Cairo they landed the
cargoes of their fhips at Suez, paid the
duties, loaded the camels, and fet off:
they travelled on the firft day with fecu-
rity, pleafing themfelves probably with
the vifionary wealth which thefe goods

were
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were to produce to them, and little think-
ing how fad a reverfe the next morning’s
light would occafion. Scarce had they
moved off the ground where they pafled
the night, when they were furrounded
by a large body of men, plundered,
wounded, ftripped, and left naked on
the Delert, the camels with all their
effeéts, water and provifions being taken
off by the robbers: in this piteous
plight they confulted what was to be
done, the only alternative being whe-
ther they fhould return to Suez or pro-
ceed to Cairo: they imprudently refolv-
ed on the latter, whither the diftance
was double of that to Suez, to which
place two only of the company, wifer
than the reft, made good their retreat;
the others went towards Cairo, at the
inftance of a Commander of one of
the thips, who told them that he knew
the way acrofs the Defert, and that by
going ftraight to Cairo, and laying

their
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their cafe before the government, they
would ftand a better chance for reco-
vering their goods. He gave the firft
proof how bad his council was, for
being foon {pent with heat gnd fatigue,
he dropped and died. Being without
their pilot, the reft had butlittle chance
of finding their way acrofs the Defert,
where there is hardly a track; indeed
had they known it perfectly, it would
have availed them little, naked and ex-
pofed to the fcorching beams of an Afri-
can f{un in the month of Auguft, with-
out a drop of water to allay the raging
thirft they muft have experienced : all
perithed except one, who arrived {pent
and {peechlefs at fome Arab huats about
a league from Cairo; the people there
took a great deal of care of him, reco-
vered him a little, and brought him
hither; he could fecarcely articulate the
name of the perfon to whofe houfe he
withed to go, who hardly knew him,

fo
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fo disfigured as he was with his {uffer-
ings, which he did not get the better
of for a twelvemonth.

You will join with me, no doubt, in
condemning the cruelty and weaknefs
of a government that executes its laws
under the mafk of robbery, and inflicts
punifhment in the miferable manner I
have above related ; and fuch was the
mode adopted by the Pacha and Bey
to put in force the Firman of the Grand
Signor; they themfelves in fa& plun-
dered the Caravan, by means of their
Soldiers whom they fent on this errand,
and appropriated the fpoil to their own
ufe: they contrived likewife to get
pofieffion of the Englifh thips by an ar-
tifice of the fame dark nature, and im-
prifoned the crews.

The government of Cairo, which by

openly feizing the effeéts of the people
who
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who came there contrary to the orders
of the Grand Signor, and contrary to
the laws of their. own country, would
have aced properly, may juftly ftand
taxed of the greateft inhumanity for the
condu& they obferved ; and fearful that
it might draw on them the refentment
of the Englith, who with a fingle Fri-
gate could deftroy their whole trade on
the Red Sea, they obliged all the En~
glithmen who were then at Cairo, to
bind themfelves under the penalty of a
confiderable fum, that no fteps fhould
be taken to revenge what had happened,
making them find a merchant who re-
fided at Cairo to be furety for them.

No chriftian fhips have come to Suez
fince this- affair: a Frigate with dil-
patches from India came to Corfire
about eighteen months ago; but the
perfon charged with them being contra-
band, was imprifoned here by the
Pacha, and fent to Conftantinople; for

the
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the Firman not only forbids foreign
thips, and particularly Englifh, from
approaching the port of Suez, but all
chriftians, declaring, ¢ That the fea of
¢« Suez was defigned for the noble pil-
¢ grimage of Mecca; and that the port
¢ thereof is a port of two illuftrious
<¢ cities, which are thofe that make
¢ the light of the truth to fhine, and
¢ the law of the prophet; and are efta-
¢ blifhed to promote religion and jufl-
¢ tice, Mecca the enlightened, and
¢« Medina the honoured ;” wherefore, it
fays, ¢ let fuch chriftians as come there
¢ be imprifoned, and their effetts con-
¢ fifcated ; and let no one endeavour to
«« fet them free.” 1 have been thus,
you fee, ignorantly running into a dan-
ger that I was not aware of, and am here
on fufpicious ground ; but [ am told that
having come to Suez in a thip of the
country, and travelling in a private
way, I fhall efcape unnoticed, however,
1 promife you, my ftay will not be long

L unlefs
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unlefs per forcey at all rifques I muft
{ee the Pyramids, and then I hope to
quit Cairo, and fhortly after, the land
of Egypt.

The inferior flation which the
Franks, as we are termed, hold in this
country, has already difgufted me
againft it : among other proofs thereof,
is one of which I daily experience the
humiliating effe@, being obliged to ride
about the city on a jack-afs, while the
Muflulmen are mounted on moft beauti-
ful Arab horfes: itis not only from being
debarred the privilege of riding an horfe,
though that is mortifying, but from the
general oppreffion prevailing here, and
the particular contempt in which the
chriftians are held by thefe people, that
I am furprized a fingle one fhould be
found amongft them. But Avarice
knows no prejudices; and man not

contented
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contented with a fufficiency, braves
every thing to enrich himfelf, efteem-
ing little the facrifice of each gene-

rous feeling, provided wealth does but
follow. Adieu.

L2 LETTER
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LETTERG

Cairo, May 7, 1782,
DEAR FRIEND,

I seT out from hence the
day before yefterday, accompanied by
a party of friends, to view the Pyra-
mids.

We left Cairo in the afternoon
mounted on jack-aflfes, which con-
vey’d us to Bulac, the port belong-
ing to this place, and there embark-
ed on the Nile for Giza, a voyage
of about a league; it ftands higher

L 3 up
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up on the other fide of the river,
and is oppofite to Old Cairo; fome
travellers have afferted that it is on
the {cite of the antient Memphis, but
without juft grounds.

Being arrived there we found a houfe
by the water-fide prepared for our re-
ception and ftored with a plenteous
fupply of viands and liquors, for which
accommodations we were indebted to
fome Italian gentlemen fettled at Cairo.

Our firft bufinefs was to find the
Scheik of the tribe of Arabs inha-
biting the environs of Giza and the
Pyramids, to let him know our in-
tentions  of going thither in  the
morning, and fecure his company as
a protetion to us; accordingly wWe
difpatched an embaffador who return-
ed accompanied by the Scheik : fome
of our- party were well acquainted

; with
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with him as he had attended them
before on the like occafion, and wel-
comed him into our prefence with a
bumper of brandy, to which though
a Muflulman he fhowed no repug-
nance, but drank near a bottle, and
after we had adjufted all prelimina-
ries refpeting our next day’s mo-
tions, he retired.

It having been agreed that we fhould
fet off at three o'clock in the morn-
ing, the Scheik attended by an aid
de camp, waited on us at that hour,
and being provided with a number
of wax candles, neceflary for examin-
ing the infide of the Pyramid, and
all other requifites, we mounted our
jack-affes. We arrived at the foot of
the Pyramids at day-break, by which
they opened to us all at once ap-
pearing {till more vaft in that ambi-
guous light, and I know not whether

L 4 my
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my aftonithment and fatisfaction were
greater on thus {fuddenly viewing thofe
ftupendous fabricks, or afterwards in
minutely examining their feveral parts
and conftruction.

After having gazed at them with
wonder for fome time we prepared to
pry into the inmoft recefles of the
larger Pyramid, into which only of
the three there is an entrance. Hav-
ing lighted our candles we crept in
at a {mall aperture in one of the fides,
about one fourth of the way up from
the bafe of the Pyramid: crawling
along on our hands and knees for
fome way down a floping and rugged
path, we came to the lower apart-
ment, where difcovering nothing that
engaged our curiofity we foon left it,
and afcended by a more regular paf-
fage up to the great chamber: being
arrived there, we found it a fpacious

well-
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well-proportioned room, at one end
is a tomb or farcophagus of Granite
thought to have contained the body
of the prince who built this Pyramid
as his {fepulchral monument: the cham-
ber is lined with Granite throughout,
the cieling being formed with fine
long ftones. This room is thirty-fix
fecet long, eighteen feet wide, and
twenty feet high; the farcophagus is
feven feet long, four feet wide, and
four feet deep. There is a room
above this but no way to go up
to it. There is likewife fuppofed to
be one below that which we firft
went into; the way to it is by a
deep kind of hole or well which pro-
bably leads down to the ifland, form-
ed by the water of the Nile at the
time of the annual inundation, accord-_
ing to Herodotus’s account, who fays
that there was a tomb on the ifland.

Hay-
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Having attentively viewed thefe in-
ner regions we crept out again, half
choaked with duft and almoft fuffo-
cated with the clofenefs of the air:
after a fhort repofe we f{caled the
fides of the Pyramid, which have the
appearance of a flight of fteps or rows
of benches decreafing to a point; for
the original fmooth ‘and polithed fur-
face having mouldered away ; the ftones
placed in regular rows, bear the form
T defcribe, ferving by that means as
fteps to the very fummit, from whence
the view is extenfive and noble, tak-
ing in the Nile and fertile country
on each fide of it’s banks for a con-
fiderable tra&, numberlefs villages, Old
Cairo, Giza, the pyramids of Sacara,
where are the catacombs, &c. &c.
Although there are pyramids without
number fcattered all over the country,
yet thefe are the three that we call

em-
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emphatically zbe Pyramids, and are here
termed ‘E/ Haram di Giza from their
vicinity to that place; they ftand about
nine miles from the banks of the
Nile, and on the verge of the fer-
tile country, being placed on elevated
ground, up to the foot of which the
water flows at the time of the annual
inundation. They are of different
fizes: The large one ~at:c:o,rdi.ng to
Greaves’s mecafurement is 700 feet
fquare, covering about eleven acres of
ground; the inclined plane is equal
to the bafe, fo that the angles and
bafe make an equilateral triangle; the
perpendicular height is soo feet. The
apex is thirteen feet {quare.

'The fecond Pyramid flands on as

much ground as the firft, but is forty
feet lower.

The
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The bafe of the fmalleft is 300 feet
fquare, and it’s perpendicular altitude
is eighty feet.

The ruins of their original f{urfaces
lay round the bafes of the Pyramids,
and diminith in a flight degree the
effe@t of their grandeur; as in fome
parts they form a mound covering a
quarter of the Pyramid, which would
appear much more noble if cleared of
that rubbith; the original furfaces of
the two larger appear to have been
formed of common ftones, but that of
the fmaller one was compofed of beau-
tiful red granite, as may be feen by
the broken heaps thereof laying fcat-
tered around the bafe, and by fome
fmall portions of the outer cruft re-
maining on the furface.

Though
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Though an entrance has been dif-
covered ‘only “into the larger of the
three, yet moft probably there is a
way into both the others, and like-
wife apartments in them, fince Strabo
tells us, that in the middle of  the
Pyramids, there is a ftone which may
be taken out to open a paffage to_the
tombs. Attempts have been made,
but without effe&t, to-difcover an en=
trance into the fecond, a great breach
appearing in one of the fides of it.

No certain accounts are given ei-
ther of the times when, or the kings
by whom thefe extraordinary fabricks
were built:: Herodotus indecd fpeaks
pofitively as to the founders of them,
but other authors give different ac-
counts, and the whole is uncertain:
they are without doubt moft wonder-
ful objeits, confidered both with re-

gard
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gard to their antiquity, fize, and con-
firuction; the labour in raifing them
muft have been immenfe, as they are
a folid mafs of ftones, with only a
few {mall fpaces left to form thofe
apartments where the bodies of the
kings were laid: the materials were
moft probably brought from Upper
Egypt on floats to the very foot of
them. Pliny tells us, that three hun-
dred and fixteen thoufand men were
employed twenty years in raifing the
largeft, and that the three were com-
pleated in fixty-eight years. Near to
thefe are feveral fmaller pyramids; and
round the area, on which the larger
ones ftand, are a number of recef-
fes and cells in the rock, with
hieroglyphick infecriptions over their
entrances.

In front of the Pyramids towards
the Nile, and where the grand ap-
; proach
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proach to them appears formerly to
have been, is placed the famous figure
of the Sphynx, cut out of one folid
rock ; the increafe of the foil and f{and
has entirely buried the body, the head
and neck now only appearing above
the ground. The dimenfions of this
figure according to Pliny, were as fol-
lows: the circumference of the head
one hundred and two feet; the length
of the legs one hundred and thirteen
feet; the height from the bottom of
the belly to the fummit of the head
fixty-three feet, and the head and neck
twenty-feven feet. It is faid to have
been the tomb of Amafis; but is more
famous on account of the @nigmati-
cal oracles delivered from it to all
who went thither to confult it, and
from the ambiguous terms in which
they were couched, have given rife to
the proverbial expreflion, Sphyns’s rid-
dles, applied to any thing difficult to

be
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be folved. At the top of the head,
there was originally an hole, as like-
wife on the back, from whence iflued
the anfwers dictated by their prieits,
who were placed within.

The fituation of the antient city
of Memphis, is determined to have
been between the pyramids and cata-
combs of Sacara, which are ten miles
diftant from each other.  Although
this city was of fo great an extent,
having been eighteen miles in cir-
cuit, yet not the leaft veftige of it
now remains.

We paffed the morning in furvey-
ing the pyramids, &c. and then rode
back through a rich and fertile plain
to Giza, from whence we ferried over
to the ifland of Rhoida. It was here
that fome authors aflert Mofes to have
been found among the rufhes by Pha-
raoh’s daughter; whether that was the

cafe
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cale or not, I cannot pretend to de-
termine ; at prefent it is famous for
a building called the Mikeaz, in which
is the Nilometer or pillar placed in
the centre of a pool of water of the
fame level with the river, having dif-
ferent gradations marked on it to de-
termine the daily rife and fall of the
Nile. As foon as it begins to rife,
the officer fuperintending the mea-
furement of its altitude, reports the
fame to the Pacha, and receives hand-
fome prefents from him on that event,
which is celebrated by publick re-
joicings throughout the city; its dai-
ly. height is likewife conftantly pro-
claimed by publick criers, till 1t ar-
rives at the wifhed-for point, when
the mound of the canal, defigned to
diftribute it’s waters throughout the
city, is cut with great folemnity and
. rejoicings, a virgin at the fame time
being thrown into the river, as a pre-
fent to Father Nile for his annual

M vifit;
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vifit; but it is a virgin of clay placed
on the top of the mound, and on cut=-
ting it, the figure falls into the wa-
ter, and is, I fuppofe, as acceptable
to his cold embrace as if it was flefh

and blood.

The city of Cairo then becemes a
fcene of joy and feafting, they receive
the river into their ftreets and fquares
with the utmoft gladnefs, and boats
and barges gaily adorned are feen row-
ing on lakes and canals, which the
day before were dry land; it is then
that this city muft appear in its great-
eft glory; at prefent I can fay little
for its magnificence, though its fize
and population. are very confiderable;
the circuit thereof is feven miles, the
houfes exceflively high and ftreets very
narrow, not being wider than our al-
- leys in London, and are always full
of people ; moft of them being mount-

ed,
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ed, the Turks of fathion on horfe-
back, Chriflians and Plebeians on jack-
afles: to the extreme height of the
houfes they add every other contrivance
poflible to exclude the fun, placing over
from the tops of the houfes on one
fide of the fireet to thofe of the other,
canvas ftrained on frames, whereby
the ftreets are very much darkened,
and the fun totally excluded, one ad-
vantage in this hot country, but then
on the other hand, by that means the
air is rendered clofe and fuffocating.

In a country where the fky is ever
ferene and plenty dwells, diffuled
throughout by the Nile, whole pe-
riodical inundations produce rich har-
vefts, of all kinds of grain, and fruits,
wafting up from the Mediterranean,
the produce of other nations; one is
prepared for 2 profpe@ of univerfal
chearfulpefs and content; but two

M2 curfes,
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curfes, the fevereft that can pofiibly be-
fall a nation, turn this flattering outfide
into real mifery; the moft oppreflive
{yftem of tyranny in the world, and
the deftrutive ravages made by the
plague, are two fources from whence
flow the evils of this unfortunate coun-
try; the latter is a temporary one, the
former invariably fubfifts, and from it
the people know no refpite; while
the latter rages, they lock themfelves
up in their houfes and have no com-
munication with each other, but houfes
are no refuge againft the firft, and a
defpotic Bey feizes on property, and
deals out death according to his own
pleafure and caprice.

I hardly know how to explain to
you the form of government here, it
is of fo ftrange and complicated a na-
ture: on one hand the Pacha or Vice-
Roy fent by the Grand Signor, to

whom
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whom the country is tributary, claims
the fovereignty; on the other, the
twenty-four Beys maintain their au-
thority, each of whom exercifes an
independant power, and by that means
there are twenty-five eftablithed ty-
rants, every one of them difpenfing
juftice or injuftice according to his
pleafure, being under no controul.
This government of the Beys is call-
ed likewife the Mamaluke government,
or government of the flaves, being
formed of Mamaluke or Georgian
flaves, who are fold when young into
the families of the Beys and by them
trained up to arms, amongft whom,
fuch as have moft fpirit and addrefs
rife in their turns to be Beys; little
attention being paid to the cultiva-
tion of the mind they are extremely
ignorant, few of them being able to
write or read. The eleGtion of a Bey
is generally attended with bloodfhed,

M 3 for
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for as there are many who have pre-
tenfions, the fword commonly deter-
mincs the right; Ibrahim Bey has
placed himfelf at the head of the go~
vernment, and by dint of a large army
keeps the others in fome awe, enrich-
ing himfelf by rapine and plunder.
In fhort, the fcene of oppreflion that
exifts here is a difgrace to human na-
ture, both in thofe who praétife and
thofe who fuffer it; but the languid
and effeminate fpirit of the native
Egyptians, having always made them
a prey to foreign mafters, invites that
tyranny which it wants the courage to
refift. Adieu.
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LET TR Xl

Cairo,

DEAR FRIEND.

I LITTLE imagined,” when
I made thofe obfervations in my laft,
refpecting the oppreflion and tyranny
of this government, that I fhould in
my own perfon fo foon give proofs
of what I there advanced; but thus
it happened, and the following ad=-
venture which I met with, may ferve
to give you a tolerable idea of Egyp-
tian equity.

In one of my rides about the city,
I was met by a party of Turkifh fol-
M 4 diers,
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diers, who accofting me, and fome
European friends who were of my
party, faid, that by order of their
mafter Muftapha Bey, they were come
in fearch of us, and that they muft
immediately conduct us to him. We
did not at all relith this {alutation,
and would gladly have been excufed
the honour of paying a vifit to a Bey,
but having no alternative, we pro-
ceeded quictly under their efcort. We
were not, you may be fure, extremely
comfortable in this fituation; and in
our way endeavoured to divine the
caufe of it, but in vain: we found
we had nothing elfe to do than to
fubmit patiently, and wait the event.
Being arrived at the Bey’s palace, my
companions were fet at liberty, and
I only was detained ; one of my friends
however ftayed with me to a& as inter-
preter; and plead my caufe. We were
now ufhered into the prefence cham-

ber,
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ber, and found this Potentate fitting
crofs-legged on a carpet, fmoking a
pipe feven or eight feet long;. he
was a middle-aged man, rather cor-
pulent, had a black and bufhy beard

that reached below his breaft, and
his countenance was hand{ome, al-
though ftern and fevere; his myr-
midons who were bearded like himfelf,
ftood in a circle round bhim, into the
midft of which we were introduced.

The Bey, being informed that I
was the perfon whom he had fum-
moned, furveyed me attentively, and
with an imperious tone of voice, pro=-
nounced my crime and my fentence
in the fame breath, telling me, an
Armenian merchant having reprefented
to him, that an Englithman, who had
pafled through Cairo two years before,
owed him a fum of money, his or-
ders were that I fhould immediately

difcharge
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difcharge the debt incurred by my
countryman, I heard with aftonifh-
ment this extraordinary charge and
verdict, and in reply endeavoured to
explain the hardfhip and injuftice of
fuch a proceeding, telling him, that
in the firft place, I doubted much
whether the debt claimed by the Ar-
menian was juft, and in the fecond,
fuppofing that it was, did not confider
myfelf by any means bound to dif-
charge it; but all endeavours to ex-
culpate myfelf, on the principles of
reafon or juftice were totally ufelefs,
fince he foon removed all my argu-
ments by a fhort decifion, which was,
that without further ceremony, I muft
cither confent to pay the money or
remain prifoner at his caftle. I be-
gan then to enquire what the fum
was, which the Armenian  pretend-
ed to be due to him, and found it
to be near five hundred pounds, at

which
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which price, high as it was, I be-
liecve I fhould have been induced to
have purchafed my liberty, had not
my friend advifed me to the contrary,
and given me hopes that it might
be obtained without it, recommending
to me rather to fuffer a temporary
confinement than fubmit to fo flagrant
an extortion, Accordingly I protefted
againi’c- paying the money, and was
condu@ed under a guard into a room
where I remained in arreft,

It was about noon, the ufual time
of dining in this country, and a very
good pilau with mutton was ferved
up to me; in fhort I was very civilly
treated in my confinement, but {till
it was a confinement, and as. fuch,
could not fail of being extremely un-
pleafant: my only hopes were found-
ed in the good offices of Mr. R
an Italian merchant, whofe fervices

to
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to me and many of my countrymen,
who have been embroiled in affairs
of the like nature here, deferve our
warmeft gratitude.

My apartment was pleafantly fitu-
ated, with a fine view of the Nile and
a rich country; but I fhould have
enjoyed the profpect much more upon
another occafion. On a kind of lawn,
fhaded with trees, in front of the
caftle, two or three hundred horfes
ftood at piquet, richly caparifoned,
belonging to the Bey and his guards.
His principal officers and flaves came
to vifit me, and in talking over my
cafe, they agreed that it was very
hard, but to comfort me faid, that
their mafter was a very good Prince,
and would not keep me long confined.
I found feveral of them pleafant liberal-
minded men, and we converfed to-

gether
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gether very fociably through my Ara-
bian fervant, who remained with me.

The people in this country always
fleep after dinner till near four o’clock,
they then rife, wath and pray; that
time of prayer is called by them Affer,
and is the cammon hour of vifiting;
the Beys then give audience, and tranf{-
act bufinefs: Muftapha Bey now fent
for me again, and feeming to be in
good humour, endeavoured to coax
me into payment of the demand he
made; but I continued firm in my
refufal, on which he changed the {ub-
jec, and {miling, afked me if I thould
not like to be a Muflulman, telling
me it was much better than being a
Chriftian, and hinted that I fhould
be very well off if I would become
one of them, and ftay at Cairo, ufing
likewife other arguments to effe&t my
converfion, and all this in a jocular

laughing
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laughing manner: while he was pro-
ceeding in his endeavours to bring
me over to his faith, two officers
came from Ibrahim Bey to procure
my releafe. I have before told you
that he is the chief Bey, and luckily
Mr. R having very good in-
tereft with him, had made application
in my behalf, and in confequence
thercof thefe two ambafladors were
fent to - requeft that Muftapha Bey
would deliver me up to them; but he
feemed by no means inclinable fo to
do, and refuming his former ftern-
nefs of look remained for fome time
inexorable; till at Ienéth wrought
on by their entreatics, he conféented
to let me go, obferving at the fame
time that whenever he had an oppor-
tunity of making a little money, Ibra-
him Bey always interfered and pre-
vented him; a pretty obfervation!
From which ‘you may infer, that

they
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they look upon us as fair plunder,
and do not give themfelves much trou-
ble to find out a pretence on which
to found their claims.

The Englith feem particularly to
have been victims to this f{pecies of
rapine, owing, I believe, to the faci-
lity with which they always f{ubmit
to it: and many of our wealthy coun-
trymen having returned by this road
laden with the fpoils of India, thefe
Beys have frequently fleeced them,
allured by the temptation of that
wealth, which thefe Nabobs are fo
fond of difplaying: various are the
inftances of extortions prattifed on
them. You may form 2n idea of all,
when 1 mention one of a gentle-
man who paffing by Suez in his way
to England, that he might not be
detained there by the fearching of his
baggage, prevailed on the Cuftom-

houfe
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houfe officers to difpenfe therewith,
and only put their feals on his trunks
to exempt them from being vifited
till his arrival at Cairo, where being
come, fatigued with his journey, and
impatient to fhift himfelf, he would
not wait for the infpection of the
officers, but broke the feals to get
his clothes, and paid a thoufand pounds
for the luxury of a clean fhirt an

hour before he otherwife would have
had it.

When I hear of the heavy fines that
have been levied on my countrymen
in their paflage through Egypt, I con-
fider myfelf very fortunate in being
quit for a confinement of only a few
hours and fifty pounds given in fees
to different people employed in the
taflk of procuring my releafe.

From Muftapha Bey’s palace I was
conducted to that of Ibrahim Bey, be-

ing
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ing attended by an officer of the for-
mer who was {ent with me. Ibra-
him was fitting in a fmall apartment
richly furnithed, fmoking his pipe,
and was accompanied by two other
Turks; he appeared to be between for-
ty and fifty years of age, middle-fized
and handfome; he is reckoned a man
of ability, indeed he has fthown him-
felf to be fuch, by having managed
with dexterity the complicated ma-
chine which he direés. He addrefled
himfelf to Muftapha Bey’s officer, in-
veighing fevercly againft the condu&
of his mafter, then turning to me,
faid that I might depend on' his pro-
teGtion during the remainder of my
ftay in that country; and finding that
my purpofe was to go down the Nile
and to Alexandria, he gave me a pafl-
port to exempt me from any trou-
ble or moleftation I might receive on
my paffage from his General Morad

Bey, who was ftationed on the banks
N of
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of the Nile with the army, for the
purpofe of raifing contributions on
the country. Having made my pro-
per acknowledgements to this Prince
for his civilities I retired not a little
rejoiced to have regained my liberty.

Owing to this kind of rapine and
extortion pracifed by thefe potentates,
and likewife to a Firman of the Grand
Signor, which forbids European fhips
to approach the port of Suez, this
channel of communication betwixt Eu-
rope and India has been fhut for fome
years paft; a circumftance extremely
detrimental to us, fince it is by far
‘the moft expeditious way of convey-
ing 1intelligence, and by proper ma-
nagement might ftill be made ufe of
for that purpofe: fome prefents an-
nually fent by the India Company to
the ruling Bey, weould enfure fafety
to their fervants, who might pafs

charged
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charged with difpatches; and when
you hear that the paffage has been
made from London to Madrafs in fixty-
three days by way of Suez, you will
be furprized that fuch an advantage
fhould be overlooked, if pofible to be
obtained; not that I think it would
be advifeable to make it a common
road for paffengers, or permit any
other fhips to go to Sucz, but {inall
packet boats for the purpofe of con-
veying difpatches; for otherwife a
door would be opened to a contra-
band trade, which would prove ex-
tremely prejudicial to the commerce
of the India Company, and the re-
venue of our government.

Mr. R— received me on my
return to his houfe with the ftrongeft
expreflions of joy and friendthip, and
I endeavoured to teftify to him with
equal warmth how fenfible I was of

N 2 | the
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the fervice he had rendered me. This
gentleman who poffefles a mind far
too liberal for the country in which
he refides, has been fettled here for
many years, and acquired an hand-
fome fortune, though he has been fre-
guently f{queezed by the Beys; at
prefent he finds the advantage of pay-
ing one, to be protected againft the
extortions of the others: he is ex-
tremely attached to the Englith, and
has often been of great fervice to
them in this city.

- Hadge Coflim, who is a Turk, and
one of the richeft merchants in Cairo
bad interceded in my behalf with Ibra-
him Bey, at the inftance of his fon,
who had been .on a pilgrimage to
Mecca, and came from Juddah in the
fame fhip with me. The Father in
celebration of the fon’s return, gave
a moft magnificent féte on the even-

ing
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ing of the day of my captivity, and
as foon as I was releafed, fent to in-
vite me to partake of it, and I ac-
cordingly went., His company was
very numerous, confifting of three or
four hundred Turks, who were all
fitting on fophas and benches, fmok-
ing their long pipes; the room in
which they were affembled, was a {pa-
cious and lofty hall, in the eentre
of which was a band of mufick com-
pofed of five Turkith inftruments,
and fome vocal performers; as there
were no ladies in the aflembly, you
may fuppofe, it was not the moft live-
ly party in the world, but being new
to me, was for that reafon entertain- |

ing.

Both on account of my nation, and
my recent adventure with the Bey,
I was a kind of fight to them, and
they alked me numberlefs queftions,

N3 at
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at the fame time being extremely ci-
vil, and feveral of them, as a great
compliment, taking their pipes out
of their mouths,. and offering them to
me to fmoke; although the indeli-
cacy of this cuftom was fomewhat
difgufting, yet in conformity to their
manners, I took their pipes, {fmoked
two or three whiffs, and returned
them; they look upon it as the ci-
villet thing they can do to a ftran-
gér or vifitor, to offer him the difh
of coffee they themfelves are fipping,
or the pipe they are {fmoking, which
it would be the height of ill man-
ners in any one to refufe. Our fup-
per was ferved at twelve o’clock, and
confifted of fweet-meats, paftry and
therbets, ferved on filver waiters placed
on the carpet, around which we form-
ed ourfelves in different parties of five
or fix in each: we did not continue
long at table, and immediately as our

7 re-
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repaft was finithed, the compdny broke
up.

In walking home through the ftreets,
I could not but obferve the good po-
lice which feems to prevail here, each
diftri®@ or ward of the city is fhut
up feparately within gates, and no
one is ever fuffered to ftir- out after
dark without a lanthorn, on pain of
being taken up and imprifoned; a pa-
trole of Janiffaries goes the rounds
frequently in the night; fo that I
thould think with thefe precautions
few enormities are ever committed.

My late adventure has made me par-
ticularly impatient to quit this coun-
try, where perfonal property and per-
fonal liberty are held fo light; and
I fhall accordingly fet off to-morrow
morning, having engaged a boat, and
made all other neceflary preparations

N 4 for
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for my paffage down the Nile to Ro-
fetta; and I hear that I am not like-
ly to meet with Morad Bey’s army,
as he has left that branch of the river
along which I fhall pafs, fo that I
flatter myfelf I fhall meet with no
further hindrance or interruption in
my journey. Adieu.
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LB T3 R XIR

Alexandria.

DEAR FRIEND,

TH E paffage down the Nile
from Cairo to Rofetta is charming:
the verdure, fertility, and abundance
of the Delta of Egypt highly pleafing.

By that name the Romans diftin-
guithed the country laying between the
outward forks of the river, into which
it divides a few miles below Cairo, and
makes with the fea a figure refembling
the Greek letter . From thefe two

prin~
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principal branches go feveral others,
interfetting the country that lays be-
tween ; and this bounteous river, after
fcattf:ring plenty over the land, during
a courfe of many hundred miles, emp-
ties itfelf into the fea by feven mouths:
the two moft confiderable are thofe
of Damiatta and Rofetta ; the former
was the Oftium Pathmeticum of the
antients ; the latter, the Oftium Bol-
bitinum.

As the pyramids may juftly be
efteemed the moft wonderful of all
the works of art, fo the Nile may be
confidered as the greateft natural cu-
riofity in this country. Nature to
fupply her parfimonious diftribution
of water from the heavens, has or-
dained an annual overflow of that river,
to water and enrich the land, fo that
perpetual plenty and verdure here flou-

rith
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rith without the affiftance of the clouds.
Tibullus with regard to Egypt fays,

Te propter nullos tellus tua poftulat imbres

Arida nec pluvio fupplicat herba Jovi.

It’s flocks to fatten and to fivell it’s grain,

This land from heav’n alks not refrefhing rain,

The Nile is faid to rife in the
twelfth degree of North Latitude, at
the foot of a great mountain, in the
kingdom of Goyana, in Abyfinia;
but this is rather matter of conjeCure
than certainty, no exact accounts hav-
ing hitherto been given of its fource;
however fuppofing it to be fomewhere
near the part I mentioned, its courfe
being north and fouth, and emptying
itfelf into the fea in the thirty-firlt
degree of North Latitude, the whole
extent thercof muft be about one thou-
fand two hundred miles.

The annual rife which it experiences

is owing to the periodical rains that
fall
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fall in Abyflinia. The river begins to
fwell at Cairo and in lower Egypt to-
wards the latter end of June, and
rifing gradually till the middle of Sep-
tember, decreafes afterwards during the
months of O&ober and November :
the height which it attains varies in
different years, and the plenty or fcar-
city of the crops is determined thereby,
when it rifes to fixteen peeks (about
thirty-two feet) the chalitz, which
diftributes the water through the city
of Cairo, is opened, then, and not tiil
then, the Grand Signor is entitled to
his tribate ; nor do they with to fee it
much higher than that point, fince
one extreme 1s as fatal to this country
as the other; if there is a deficiency
of water, many lands are deprived of
‘the benefit thereof, if there is a fuper-
abundance, it retires not foon enough
for them to fow their corn. The river
at this time fpreading itfelf over the
country, on each fide of its bed for

{e-
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feveral leagues, appears like a fea;
whatever parts lay {o remote as to be
out of reach of the inundation, are
watered by canals, and partly from its
own beneficence, partly from what is
borrowed of it by thefe canals, fo much
1s expended in its courfe that it has
been conjeftured, that not a tenth part
of its water reaches the fea.

The appearance which Egypt pre-
fents at that feafon of the year, muft
be very fingular and curious to one
who afcends an high building, and
difcovers a vaft expanfe of water all
around, with towns and villages rifing
out of the flood, here and there a
caufey, and numberlefls groves and
fruit trees whofe tops only are vifible.
When the waters retire they leave a
vaft quantity of fith on the land, and
at the fame time, what is much more
valuable, a {lime which aés as manure
and fertilizes the fields. By this annual

addi-
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addition of foil Egypt has been very
much raifed and enlarged in the courfe
of years, and many places are now
inland, which were formerly clofe to
the fea, fuch particularly is Damiatta;
and as the mud of the Nile extends .
for fome leagues into the fea, and
accumulates every year, this country by
little and little increafes. ‘

The Arts, Mythology, and Natural
Hiftory of Antient Egypt, form a fub-
je& fo worthy the attention and ftudy
of the curious, that they cannot have
efcaped your’s; I need not therefore
dwell on the fuperftition or fingular
worthip formerly praQifed here, ad-
drefled to bulls, ferpents, crocediles,
birds, fith of different kinds, and even
the pulfe and roots of the garden, all
which they deified. I need not tell
you that amongft other ufeful in-
ventions for which we are indebted

to
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to this country is paper, made of a
plant called Papyrus, or Byblos, that
grew near Memphis. You well know
the miraculous effe@s afcribed by the.
poets to the plant Lotus, this was an
Egyptian root, and ufed by way of
bread.

I will not recapitulate to you fub-
jeéts you are well acquuainted with,
but return to Rofctta, a very pleafant
city ftanding clofe to the Nile, in the
midft of gardens and orange groves.
I took mules from thence, and riding
clofe to the fea for about fifteen miles,
came to the moft wefterly branch of
the Nile, croffing it a little above the
Oftium Canopicum, after which ap-
peared the caftle of Bekier, ftanding
clofe to the fea on the fcite of the an-
tient Canopus, a city notorious for
the debauchery and diflolutenefs that
prevailed there; travelling on a few

miles
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miles further, through a fandy coun-
try thickly planted with date-trees,
I came to the ruins of the antient
Nicopolis, fituated on an hill ; this
city was built by Auguftus, and re-
ceived its name 1n commemoration
of a vi¢tory gained by him over An-
thony ; a league more brought me hi-
ther. :

The city of Alexandria founded by
Alexander the Great, and afterwards
fo much admired and adorned by the
Romans, -the refidence of Cleopatra,
and refuge of Anthony, once famous
for its magnificence, luxury, and
learning, is now become an updiftin-
guithable heap of ruins; baths, pala-
ces, porticos, and amphitheatres lay
promifcuoufly jumbled together. The
favage race of the Saracens when they
took it, has reduced it to this mife-
rable ftate; but a circumftance more
to be lamented than any other, was

the
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the deftru@ion of the famous Ptole-
mean Library, containing one hun-
dred thoufand volumes. On taking
the city, the general fent to the Ca-
liph, to know his orders refpeting
thofe books, who returned for anfwer,
by all means to burn them, for if
they were agreeable to the Alcoran
they were fuperflucus, and if contrary
to it, impious; accordingly the Muf-
tulmen applied them to the purpofe
of heating their baths, and it was fix
months before they were confumed.

Pompey’s pillar is an object the
moft ftriking of any now extant; it is
fituated on an eminence a quarter of
a mile to the fouthward of the walls,
and is of red granite: the height of
the fhaft is ninety feet, and diameter
thereof nine feet, the whole height
of the column is one hundred and
fourteen feet, the capital being of the
Corinthian order.. I muft not omit

O men-
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mentioning to you the manner by
which fome Englith mafters of fhips
contrived to get to the top of it;
they flew a kite over the pillar in fuch
a dire@ion, that when the flring was
loofed to let it fall and the kite came
to the ground, the firing lay acrofs
the top of the pillar, by means of
which they pafled ropes over, and
making f{hrouds the fame as to the
maft of a fhip, they then went up,
triumphantly drinking a bowl of punch
on the fummit, and difcovering that
there had formerly been a pedeftrian
ftatue on it, a piece of the foot re-
maining.

There are two obelitks called Cleo-
patra’s, having perhaps been part of
the ornaments of her palace, which
ftood near the fea fide, one of them is
overthrown and lies half buried in the
fand, the other is ftill ftanding, and
1s fixty-three feet high, on each fide

are
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are hieroglyphicks. They fhew fome
{ubterranean apartments, and call them
Catacombs, but I think it more pro-
bable from their form, that they were
baths, and the increafe of the ground
occafioned by the ruins, has buried
them; f{o great has been the havock
that there is not another pile remain-
ing, fufficiently entire, to mark its
original form ‘or purpofe, even the
Pharos, reckoned one of the wonders
of the world, has nothing now to re-
prefcnt it but a Turkith fort built on
the fame fpot, and probably out of its

ruins.

Many curious antiques, fuch as me-
dals, rings, and fmall ftatues, have occa-
fionally been picked up amongft the
ruins, and numberle(s others of value
might be found could permiffion be
obtained to dig, but fo jealous -are
thefe people of the Chriftians, who

' 02 they
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they fuppofe have no other view in
vifiting thefe places but to find hid-
den treafures, that it is often dangerous
to look at them.

The prefent city does not ftand on
the fcite of the antient Alexandria,
but on_a portion of ground that was
called the Hepta-Stadium, and lay
without the walls; it is a kind of
Peninfula fituated between the two
ports; that to the weftward was called
by the antients the Portus Eunoftus,
now the Old Port, and is by far the
beft, Turkifth veflcls only are allowed
to anchor there: the other called the
New Port is for the Chriftians; at
the extremity of one of the arms of
which ftood the famous Pharos.

Hiftorians tell us that Alexander’s
body was embalmed, and buried in
this

\.
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this city in a coffin of gold, which (as
one can eafily fuppofe) was taken
away, and it was put into one of glafs,
being preferved therein o late as to
the time of Auguftus, who took a view
of it in that ftate, adorned it with a
golden crown, and wept over it.

1 have now been here near a month,
a daily witnefs of the fad revolution
that has taken place in men, manners,
arts, and learning at Alexandria; too
long a time to dwell on an unpleafing
pi¢ture. Iembark to-morrow on board
a thip bound to Tunis, which will pafs
by Malta, and fet me on fhore at that
ifland ; the quarantine being fhorter
than at any of the ports in Italy. I
thall be happy to communicate to you
the account of my arrival there. Adieu.

2 E hLETTER
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LETTER XHI,

Lagaret of Leghorn, Auguft 15, 1782.
DEAR FRIEND,

BEING at length landed in
Europe I delay not a moment to im-
part an event fo pleafing, and at the
fame time give you the fequel of my
wanderings.

I embarked on board a neutral vef-
fel at Alexandria, the mafter of which
inftead of fhaping a dire& courfe for
the port he was bound to, run up
amongft the iflands of the Archipe-

0 4 lago,
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lago, according to the praice of thofe
Mediterranean failors, who always keep
the land clofe aboard, and on the ap-
pearance of a black cloud make for
the firft harbour that prefents itfelf.
Had he carried me the tour of the
Grecian iflands and fet me on fhore
at thofe we paffed, I could have borne
more patiently the tedioufnefs of our
voyage, but I confefs that a diftant
view did not fufficiently compenfate
for that unpleafing circumftance; the
only one I had an opportunity of vi-
fiting was Rhodes, where we put in
for a day or two.

The famous Coloflus now no lon=
ger beftrides the entrance of the har-
bour, no beautiful villas adorn its
fhores, no palaces grace the city, no
Romans now refide here; its natu-
ral beauties however ftill' remain, but
in the hands of Turks, who are not

much
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much given to improvement, and prac-
tife no arts but thofe of opprefiion,
as- the Chriftian inhabitants feverely
fecl.

The town ftill bears the marks of
that memorable fiege it once fuftain-
ed, when the knights of St. John
of Jerufalem, headed by Villers de
Lifle Adam, Grand Mafter, made a
gallant ftand againt the arms of
Solyman the Magnificent, who be-
ﬁéged the place with two hundred
thoufand men, and four hundred fhips;
the brave garrifon confitting only of
five thoufand f{foldiers, and fix hun-
dred knights, was, after 2 {ix months
fiege, during which they had made
frequent fallies, and given incredible
proofs of valour, obliged to capitu-
late from a total want of provifions
and every kind of flore; the knights
afterwards fettled at Malta, given to

them
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them by the Emperor Charles V. as
fome kind of recompence for having
with-held his affiftance in fo eritical
a conjuncture.

The furrounding  country appeared
extremely pleafant and fruitful, but
the fhortnefs of our ftay did not al-
low me to penetrate into it, or even
vifit the {pot where that city ftood
which the Romans fo much admired,
and where they ufed to pafs their
time in elegant retirement; it was
fitnated about a league to the north-
ward of the prefent city, on a bank
floping down to the {ea, but few vef-
tiges of it now remain., There is a
convent of Catholick Monks at Rhodes,
to whofe hofpitality all Chriftians who
touch there are much indebted.

After leaving this ifland we fteered
for the coaft of Candia, the antient
Crete,
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Crete, and on approaching it difco-
vered a very lofty mountain, that I
conjectured to be mount Ida; we fail-
ed from one extremity of this ifland
to the other, and were often very
near the fhore. From Candia we
ftretched on to the Capes of the Mo-
rea and the ifle of Serigo, formerly
Cythera, and then quitting the Ar-
chipelago, ftood over towards Malta;
but as we had loft fight of land for
‘a few days, and did not keep the
beft of reckonings, we mifled that
ifland ; and contrary to my wifhes and
expedations, I was carried on to Tu-
nis, on the coaft of Barbary. ;

In approaching that city we failed
up a deep bay, anfwering exactly the
defcription given of it by Virgil, in
his Aneid.

Eft
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Eft in feceflu longo locus ; infula portum
Efficit objectu laterum : quibus omnis ab alto
Frangitur ing. finus fcindit fefe unda reduétos.

Within a long recefs there lies a bay,
An ifland fhades it from the rolling fea,
And forms a poft fecure for fhips to ride,

Broke by the jutting land on ecither fide.
Drypew.

We came to an anchor at the upper
end thereof, near the caftle of the
Goletta, and paflfed in the boat thro’
a narrow canal into an extenfive ba-
fon, on which ftands Tunis; the wa-
ter in it is fo fhallow, that we were
frequently aground in our paflage up
to the city, which is twelve miles
diftant from the road where the fhips
lay.

Though I can fay nothing in fa-
vour of the town, yet the country is
pleafant and abounds in a great va-

riety
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ricty of produ@ions, moft of which
are fhipped off for Europe. Trade
and Piracy here enrich. the people,
the latter they carry on very fuccefs-
fully againft all the petty ftates of
the Mediterranean, whofe naval force
is not f{fufficiently powerful to crufh
them ; they go in {mall gallies, mount-
ing a few fwivels, to the number of
fifty or fixty men in each, armed with
firelocks and cutlafles, and as thefe
veflels fail extremely faft, and alfo row
twenty or thirty oars, they are equal-
ly prepared to efcape or overtake as
occafion may require.

Among other valuable articles brought
in by the Corfairs are their prifoners,
who are fold in the publick market,
and fctch very high prices; thefe poor
wretches then groan under a miferable
flavery during the remainder of their
Jives, except fuch as not being fecru-

pulous
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pulous in matters of faith, prefer Ma-
hometan liberty to Chriftian bondage
and become Muflulmen. But I am
told that the flaves are treated much
better at Tunis than any where elfe,
indeed the people themfelves are far
more civilized than thofe of the other
Barbary ftates, moft likely owing to
the great commerce and intercourfe
they have with Europeans.

I own I was much ftruck with the
liberty there enjoyed, and the fecurity
with which one might travel about
the country, circumftances very dif-
ferent from what I had met with in
Arabia and Egypt, where, if you flir
but out of a town you are fure to be
ftripped, and are lucky to efcape un-
wounded and alive, but at Tunis you
may take your horfe, and ftroll from
one end of the kingdom to the other,
which I thould certainly have done,

if
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if my conftitution had been equal to
combat with the heat of the climate;
conceive what it muft have been when
we fhut up windows and doors to ex-
clude the air that in other countries
we court, and when the thermometer
expofed thereto rofe higher than 1o00.

The Bagrada, Utica and Zowan are
deferving notice, but my attention was
confined to the fcite and ruins of the
famous city of Carthage, which, from
the luftre it once maintained, the ge-
nerals it produced, and the three long
and bloody wars it 1‘uﬁaiqed againft its
more fuccelsful rival Rome; add to all
thefe circumftances, that it is the fcene
of the moft interefting part of the
Aneid, I could not but venerate as
claflick ground.

The Englith Conful, to whofe po-
litenefs and hoi‘pitality [ was much in-

debted,
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debted, carried me to his country houfe
at Merfa, about ten miles from Tunis,
ftanding on the fcite of part of the an-
tient city of Carthage; I fpent a few
days there with him very agreeably,
and in the cool of the mornings and
evenings amufed myfelf with ftrolling
about and tracing as well as I could the
ruins and extent of that famous city:
but the dreadful fentence pronounced
againft it in the Roman {enate, has been
fo fully accomplifhed, that nothing
now remzins to give one an idea of it’s
antient grandeur. Piles of ruins may
be feen all along the fhore from the
caftle of the Goletta to Cape Carthage,
and {o on to Cape Gomert; and feveral
appear under water, having the form of
walls or wharfs, which the fea, by en-
croaching on the land has overwhelmed.
Antient authors tell us, that this city
was ' cighteen leagues in circuit; but
that fpace is now covered with corn-

fields,
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fields, vineyards, and gardens, with
here and there 2 mafs of ruins appear=

ing.

The Byrfa retains ftill the appearance
of its former ftrength, the ground
falling every way with a great declivity
from the fummit, on which there is a
ruin fomething in the fhape of a tower :
fubterranean vaults are to be feen in
every part of the country thereabouts.
The moft perfect and curious remains of
antiquity, are the cifterns placed on an
eminence to the northward of the
Byrfa; thefe are large canals, that were
defigned as refervoirs to fupply the city
with water; there are fcventeen of
them, each being one hundred fect in
length, twenty in breadth, and ten
deep ; at one corher is a ruin, appear-
ing to have been a dome, and moft
probably there was the like at each of

the other three corners; the aquadult
P ‘which
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which brought the water to them was
ninety miles in extent, and begun at
the foot of a lofty mountain called
Zowan; it may be traced all the way
by its ruins, and in fome places the

arches ftill remain entire.

Several villages are fcattered about
., on the antient fcite of this city,” viz.

‘El Merfa clofe by the fea, Melcha
under ground, thofe {ubterranean apart-
ments in which the people live, having
formerly been vaults to the Cartha-
ginian houfes that ftood there: Daril-
fhut near the Goletta, and Seedy Mo-
faid ftanding on the promontory called
Cape Carthage, it is a pleafant hill
covered with vineyards and plantations
of olive trees, &c. but being facred on
account of a Mahometan faint buried
there, muft not be profaned by chrif-
tian feet; a propos of thofe faints I

ought to inform you, that the Muflul-
' men
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men canonize thofe to whom nature
has denied reafon, paying them the
greateft refpe@® when alive, and ve-
nerating them when dead; they walk
about ftark naked, and whatever ex-
travagancies they commit, are over-
looked.

You will not be furprized that fo
little now remains of what was once
fo vaft a city, when you confider that
the Romans after plundering, razed
it, and that the fire which confumed
it lafted feventeen days. Two other
cities were afterwards built near the
fame f{pot, notwithftanding the edict
of the Roman fenate, forbidding any
revival of the name of Carthage, once
fo odious to them; but both have
fhared the fate of the firft, and few
traces remain of either.

P2 The
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The river Bagrada famous in hif-
tory for that ferpent of aftonithing
fize flain on its banks by the army
of Regulus, falls into the fea near
Porta Farina, twenty miles to the
northward of Cape Carthage; Utica
is alfo fituated on it, whither Cato
retired and killed himf{elf.

I cannot defcend from this great
and interefting fubject to defcribe the
modern ftate of that country former-
ly fo eminent, or quit even the ruins
of antient Carthage, to dwell on the
prefent royal palaces of Bardo and Ma-
nubia, looked on in Barbary to be
chef d’@uvres of art and magnificence ;
all comparifon between the prefent
and paft would be painfull either to
relate or hear, let me embark there-
fore at that port from whence Hanno,
Hannibal and Hamilcar once led their

victo=-
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viGtorious fleets and armies, and going
on board a Ragufan fnow, purfue my
voyage along the coafts of Sardinia and
Corfica to this port, where, although
a temporary prifoner, I fubmit pa-
tiently to my captivity, fince it is a
condition annexed to my arrival in
Europe, happy to have exchanged the
barbarous climes of Afia and Africa,
for regions of tafte, pleafure and re-
finement. Adieu.

P 3 TRANS-
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T is the Grand Signor’s pleafure
that no Chriftian veflel come to
Suez, or trade from Juddahi to Suez
openly or fecretly. The f{ea of Suez
was defigned for the noble pilgrimage
of Mecca; fuch as affiit in giving paf-
24 fage
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fage to Chriftian veflcls, or connive
at it, or ufe not their utmoft endea-
vours to prevent it, are traitors to
their religion, and to their Sovereign,
and “ to all Muffulmen; and fuch as
have the prefumption to tranfgrefs,
will find their punifhbment both in
this and the other world; and this
exprefs command is on account of the
important affairs of ftate, and of reli-
gion. Do as we command you, with
fervor and zeal, let our royal mandate
be thus pronounced of which this is
the tenor.

(Here follow the names of the Pachas,
Beys, and Governors, to whom the

E irman is addrefféd. )

Be it known that the port of Suez,
where the fhips anchor, is a port of
two honoured cities, which are thofe
that make the light of the truth to

fhine
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{hine and the Law of the prophet, and
are eftablithed to promote religion and
juftice, Mecca the enlightened, and
Medina the honoured; and may Geod
enoble them to the end of the world.

It hath never been cuftomary for
any fhips of foreign nations, or for
the children of darknefs to come in-
-to the fea of Suez, nor for Englith
or other fhips, to bring their cargoes
beyond Juddah, till lately, when in the
time of Ali Bey, a {mall Englith veffel or
two came to Suez, with prefents from
a perfon unknown, for the faid Bey,
and informed him, that they were
come to feek a freight; and having
once come there, the Englith have
therefore thought, that they could
at all times do the fame, and they
have come to Suez with their fhips
laden with piece goods of India and
other effeéts, in the time of the

deceafed
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deceafed Mahommed Bey, Father of
Gold, who was likewife deceived by
avarice, fome people pointing out to
him certain advantages arifing there-
from; fo that, Englith and other thips
have repeatedly come to the port of
Suez.

Thefe matters have come to our
royal ears, which we hold to be con-
trary to the policy of our kingdom,
and to religion; and we do command
that from henceforwards, none of the
Chriftians come to or approach Suez,
hereby abfolutely forbidding them.
We have time after time, commanded
them to return to their country, and
have informed their ambaflador there-
of, enjoining him to write to his
fovereign to forbid thefe fhips to
come to Suez, it being contrary to
to cuftom, and to our royal pleafure;
and the ambaflador has fhown to us

the
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the anfwers he has received from his
Court, and from the India Company,
wherein is declared, that all travellers
and merchants are ftrily forbidden
to upproach or pafs by Suez; there~
fore if any fhould difobey this order,
let them be imprifoned, and their ef-
fects confifcated, and let an account
thereof be {ent to our illuftrious Porte.

We have informed ourfelves from
the wile men, and thofe who ftudy
hiftory, and have heard what has paffed
in former times from the dark policy
of the Chriftians, who will undergo
all fatigues travelling by fea and land,
and they take drawings of the coun-
tries through which they pafs, and
kecp them, that by help thereof, they
may make themfelves mafters of the
kingdoms as they have done in India
and other places. Memorials have like-

wife come to us on the part of the
Xerif
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Xerif of Mecca, the much honoured,
reprefenting, that thefe Chriftians above-
named, not centented with their traf-
fick to India, have taken coffee and
other merchandize from Yemen, and
carried 1t to Suez, to the great detri-
ment of our port of Juddah.

Seeing therefore what has happened,
and our royal indignation being -ex-
cited ; particularly when we confider
how things are in India, by means
of the Chriftians, who for many years
have undergone long voyages, and at
firft declaring themfelves to be mer-
chants, meaning no harm or treachery,
deceived the Indians, who were fools,
and did not underftand their fubtlety
and craft, and thus have taken their
cities, and reduced them to f{lavery.
And in the time of Talmon, with like
craft, they entered the city of Damaf-
cus, under the mafk of merchants, who

do
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do no harm, and paying the full du-
ties or even. more. At that time it
happened, that there were differences
between Talmon and Labbafon, and
the Chriftians turned them to their
advantage, and made themfelves maf-
ters of Damafcus and Jerufalem, and
kept poffeffion of them for an hun-
dred years, when Saladin appeared, to
whom God give glory, and freed Da-
mafcus and Jerufalem, killing the
Chriftians without number. Befides,
it is.well known, how great an hatred
they bear to Muffulmen on account of
their religion, and feeing with an evil
eye Jerufalem in our hands. Thofe
therefore, who connive at the Chrif-
tians coming to Suez, will be punifhed
by God both in this and the other world.
Permit by no means, Chriftian or other
thips to pafs and repafs by Suez, but
take fuch as affift them fecretly, and
chaftife them as they deferve.

Qur
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Our royal fovereignty is powerful,
and this is our Royal Mandate, when
any Chriftian fhips, and particularly
the Englith fhall come to the port of
Suez, imprifon the captains, and all
the people, fince they are rebels and
offenders both againft their own go-
vernment and our’s, according to the
declaration of their ambaflador, and
according to the anfwer fent from his
Court; and they deferve imprifonment
and confifcation of their effe&ts, which
let them find, and let no one endea-
vour to fet them free,
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ADVERTISEMENT.

Auguft 14, 1783.

TH E following Relation of the Lofs of
the Grofvenor, and of the events which be-
fel thofe {urvivors who have reached En-
gLi.'d, is the refult of my examination
of Robert Price; Thomas Lewis, John
Warmington, and Barney Larey, at the defire
of Sir Henry Fletcher, the prefent Chairman

of the Eaft-India Company. <
I took, in prefence of Capt. Burnet Aber-
cromby, the examination of Price feperate-
ly, and of Warmington and Larey toge-
ther; Lewis I examined by mylfelf. After
taking notes of Price’s report, thefe notes
were read to him, and he was defired to cor-
ret any miftakes that might have been made;
hedid {o in fome circumftances, and in one
particularly, which gave me a ftrong impref-
fion of his precifion.—The note ftated, * that
< the natives had but one thoe and made great
¢ {prings in hunting.” On reading the notes
to the boy he remarked, that ¢ the thoe he
¢ had feen, but that their making great
A 2 ¢ {prings
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¢ fprings he had been told by the Dutch.”
His relation is marked with inverted com-
mas, and the initial letters to the paragraphs
diftinguith the other authorities, where they
all agreed in effentials, I have omitted the
fignature, when crofs-queftioned they no
where exprefsly differed from the Boy.

I have not intentionally omitted any of his.
ideas or impreflions, nor have I added any
of my own: it however gives me much fa-
tisfaction to fee fo many efforts of generofity
and mutual affiftance; perhaps in this there
may be fome tinGture from favourite opini-
ons, as I cannot believe the world colle¢tively
half {o bad as it is fuppofed by fome, though
I am ready to admit the depravity, of fuch
individuals, as great, as their own imagina-
tion can conceive the corruption of the whole
to be.

After 1 had reduced the different reports
to one relation, [read the whole over before
Capt. Abercromby, in prefence of the four
perfons, defiring they would point out any
miftake I might have made: they did {fo in a
few inftances, and added confiderable eluci-

dations, of which I have profited, and Tafter~
wards
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wards read over to the boy, by himfelf,
every thing taken from his relation.

The dates muft not be confidered as pre-
cife: Here the boy totally fails me, after
feperatmg from the Captam and Ladies ;
till that event, their accounts agree nearly in
time: The boy will not even give a con-
je&ure of dates after, and the others do not
pretend to be'exad, and the different events

are contraditory in time. :
Lewis reports, that the Dutch d:ﬂun—,

guithed four people beyond the Hottentots :

1ft, The Caffrees with whom he lived,
feperated from the Hottentots by an
uninhabited country. The Caflrees
Country, as well as the adjacent part
of the Hottentot country is fand-
downs to the fea, the habitations being
at fome diftance inland.

2d, The Tamboskers 7 Between which

3d, The anéaoker.r__% is an uninhabi-
ted country.

The Datch party fent in queft
of the wreck, travelled into the

Mambookers Country, crofling the
uninhabited
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uninhabited country, which they firft
pafled after Jeaving the Captain and
Ladies. The Dutch party was ftop-

~ ped by' the Mambookers, ¢ who
¢ afked if they thought them fools,
“ to let them go through their
« Country.”

4th; The Abonyas, Where the Dutch
fuppofe the thip was loft.

From Manoe! Mefquita de Pereflrello 1 find
that from Fifbery Pomt in 292 20’ S. to the
NEward towards Posnt §¢. Luciain 28° 30’ S.
the Land, is cliffs on the Shoar: both«o the
Northward and Southward of This Space
the Coalt is Sand-Downs ; fo that the Grof-
venor, by the defcription of the Coaft where
the was loft, muft have been wrecked be-
tween 282 30” S, and 29° 20" S. I think the
Point in {ight to the Northward of them was
Point St. Lucia, and that therefore they were
Ioft nearly in 282 30" S.

It could not poffibly be in above 317 S.
Latitude, as Lewis and Warmington report ;
for they all agree, that melancholy event
happened in the Caffree Country, termi-
nated on the South by Great Vifeh River,

in
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in about 30° S. Latitude, which they paffed
in the latter part of their Journey from the
wreck, in twhich Journey they employed
three months before they came to the Duch
Farms near Swartkops River in about 31°8S.
Latitude.

In great part, their Calamities feem to have
arifen from want of management with the
Natives ; I cannot therefore in my own
mind doubt, that many Lives may yet be
preferved amongft the Natives, as they treated
the Individuals that fell fingly amongft them,
rather with kindnefs than brutality, al-
though it was natural to expect that fo large
a body of Europeans would raife appre-
henfions ; and Fear always produces Hof-
tility.

In this Confidence I cannot omit to re~
commend, that fome {fmall Veflell thould be
ordered to range the Coaft, from the Limits
of the Dutch Farms to Dela Goa; and, as this
is a matter of Humanity in which the State
1s concerned, I am led to take notice, that
the Swift, lately arrived from the Wefl-Iudies
with Admiral Pigot, a {mall Veflell of so0
Tons and a remarkable fine Sailor, is the

fittet Veflcl that tan be imagined for this
Service ;
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Service ; it being neceflary for.the Veffell
to keep clofe to the fhoar, and to be able to
make her way off in cafe of blowing wea-
ther. I fhall conclude with adding, that
not only Humanity to the Survivors, but the
Seafon require, that there fhould be no delay
in difpatching this Veflel from England.

The number of perfons on board is re-
ported to have been 153; but this muft cer-
tainly be a miftake, for the Lift fent by €
Coxon from Trincomalé only amounts to
139 including children: Capt. Talbot and -
his fuite are not indeed in that Lift; but the
number which they can fpecify, including
Capt. Talbot and two perfons who came
aboard with him, and 29 Lafcars, does not
exceed 142.

c@f’f yﬁylé‘.

AN
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Of the LOSS of the
GROSVENOR Indiaman,
On the 4th of AUG UST, 1782,

With a Relation of the Events which befel
thofe Survivors who have reached England,
viz. Robert Price, Thomas Lewis, John
Warmington, and Barney Larey.

O N 13th June the Ship left Trincomale.
They faw no land after leaving Cey/on till
the 4th Auguft when the Ship was loft.

At 8 P. M. of the 4th Auguft, by fea reck-
oning, when Thomas Lewis left the helm,
the courfe was WNW with a fair wind ; the
Ship was then under double reefed topfails
and foretop-gallant fail ; maintop-gallant
maft being down, their main-maft having
been fithed ; the maft was faulty before they

left Trincomalé, and they met a hard gale of
B wind
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wind after leaving that port. It was fithed
about 6 days before they ran afhoar, and the
fame day they fifhed their maft they faw a
fmall brig, -which was the only veflel they
faw in their paflage after leaving Trinco-
malé, 7% I

In the middle watch the wind having
come to the SW. the 2d mate had laid the
fhip on the ftarboard tack, but the Captain
came out and put the fhip about again ; He
heard the Captain fay he was 300 miles
from land by his account, which was the

headmoft*. T L.

The wind having frethened in the SW,
and blowing hard in fqualls the Ship was
under fore fail, fore ftayfail and mizen ftay-
fail, and ftanding, he believes, about NWbN
about % paft 3 A. M. he was fentaloft to get
down the foretop-gallant yard, he thought

* The boy, Robert Price, fays that ¢¢ whilft he waited
at fupper, the Captain and Paflengers were talking
they fhould fee the lend to-morrow or next day: the
Captain had been looking out with his glafs in the af-

£ ternoon, but he does not know whether he was look-
t  ing for the Jand or what.”

he
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he faw the /and and came down to tell, but
he was fent up again, asthey would not
believe him; after the watch was relieved
at 4 A. M. baving been detained in get-
ting down the top-gallant’ yard, when he
came from aloft about ¥ paft 4 he faw
the /and plainly from deck, but the 3d mate
who had relieved the 2d mate, the chief
mate being fick, would net believe it, faying
it was only the refleCtion of the {ky, and
would not put the Ship’s head off to fea: Wm,
Mixon quarter mafter went in and told the
Captain, who came out and wore fhip im=-
mediately and in wearing fhe ftruck, they
had juft time to call all hands once: the
wind very foon fhifted and came off thoar,
when they hoifted up the fore toplail and en-
deavoured to back off, but they only twifled
the Ship’s head off thoar and her ftern upon
therocks; the water gaining upon them very
faft, the thip was foon full of water ; they cut
away the mafts, the main-maft went prefently
and drove a fhore, the Coffrees clambered
uponitto get the iron and copper, the foremafi
was a pretty while before it went, and they
could not clear it of the fhip’s fide, fhe re-

B2 mained
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mained with her head off thoar till the went
fo pieces, the fea breaking without her.

~ They hoifted out the yawl, but fhe was
flove immediately: they made a raft, but
the 7 inch hawfer by which it was faft broke,
and the raft drove athoar with four men on it
three were drowned, wviz. George Wellborn,
midfhipman; Simon Griffiths, boatfwain’s
it mate; Chriftopher Shear, poulterer; the
4th, Laur. Jomefqua, was faved, and got

athoar.
~ As foon as the Ship was loft, two Lafcars

fwam athoar with a lead line, and made a
haufer faft to a large rock on the fhoar; they
did not underftand aboard what they faid ;
but Pandolpho having fwam athoar foon after
the Lafcars, called to them, and they hove
the haufer tort. Many of the failors got
afhoar by this haufer, and fome were drowned
in the attempt by the haufer’s flackening, vsz,
John Woodward, Quarter-mafter 3
Thomas Gentils, b
Val. Pyers,
John Higgins,
Andrew Nowland,
John Morrifon,
=+ Bartholomew We‘ﬁ,
" . Thomas Mayo,
Francis Dogherty, g

b Seamen j
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Jofeph Barkini was drowned in fwimming
afhoar with Pandolpho; a lad, who came
aboard with Capt. Talbot, was never feen
after the Ship ftruck, and a black man,
afliftant to the Captain’s cook, was drowned
in the thip; all the reft of the crew but
thefe 15 got athoar; he, the boy, Robert
Price, was forced off the haufer, and his head
dafhed againft the rock by a violent fea;
the cut he received, of which the mark re-
mains, was fo bad, that he was not able to
help himfelf, and would have been drowned
if Francis De Larfo had not taken hold of
his hair, and pulled him out of the fea, and
then others aflifted to draw him up by the
arms : this wound made him take lefs no-
tice of what paffed whilft they kept by the
wreck. .3
About noon the fhip parted by the fore-
chains, and about 1 P.M. by the main chains.
Almoft 100 perfons were aboard when the
thip parted : the fhip lay down very much,
they got the Ladies out at the ftarboard quarter
gallery, the people ftanding on the ftarboard
fide of the fhip, and when fhe parted the
fide funk down into the fea with them all
upon it, and floated into fhallow water, when
the
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the failors helped the Ladies and children
on thoar, the body of the wreck breaking
off the fwell. Capt. Talbot of the navy
who was a paflenger, and fome others,
came afhoar on the fore part of the fhip.
They made a‘tent of a new mizen top-
fail for the Ladies, &c. on the flattifh part
of the rock, where they found plenty of
freth water gufhing out amongft the rocks.
The thip wasToft juft to the northward
of a rocky pomnt, where was a high furf'; the
coaft was rocky, flanting up, and a-top flat
with grafs, in fome places very high, which
the natives are then accuftomed to burn ; be-
yond, the country billy and woody: ““a little
¢ o the fouthward of where the fhip was caft
¢ away, the cliffs were fteep almoft right up
¢¢ and down, {o that thereis no pafling along
¢« the fea-fide, a little to the northward was a
“ fandy bite, where moft of the things were
s« caft athoar, ending in a low blackifh point »
¢ in the fandy bite there was a creek, into
¢ which many things drove, particularly
¢ a3 cafk of wine and one of their fows
« which was killed againft the rocks, the
' fcreek
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“ creek was full of large rocks which they

119
(14
119

[

149
(19
(14
(14
111
(11
(13
i

(11

[
(13
[

13

pafled over at low-water.

¢ Plenty of timber from the wreck, and
the booms and fails were caft afthoar, fuf-
ficient to have built and fitted feveral vef=
fels, nor were tools, as adzes, &c.
wanting.

¢ Plenty of beef and pork came afhoar,
but all in pieces; there was one cafk of
flour alfo came afthore, and fome of their
hogs which the natives killed, parti-
cularly one boar, who thought him=
felf the king of the place, rutting up the
ground : the natives coming to catch
him, he turned up his fnout and grunted
at them, fo that they were afraid to feize
him, but killed him with a lance, and the
women and men cut him up.

“ Provifion was taken f{ufficient for a-
bout 8 or g days, which was as much as
they could carry, the thips {teward made a
diftribution of that and what cloaths they
could pick up.”

It was on Sunday morning the fhip was

loft, and on Wednefday morning they fet out
to travel to THE CAPE, the Captain faying

they
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they would get there in 16 or 17 days at
fartheft, but he hoped in 10 days. All
their arms were § or 6 cutlafles: plenty
of fire arms were caft afhoar but no gun~

powder. T L.
¢ After the thip ftruck the natives pointed

¢ the other way,™ not the way they travelled
¢ afterwards, and faid Jfomething, which
¢ they imagined was to tell them there was
¢ a bay that way : he was told by the Dutch,
¢ the fhip was loft near Rio la GoayT and
¢ that there was a great river between: §
¢ by the diftance the party went without
¢ reaching the wreck, the Dutch faid the
« thip was loft mearer La Goa than any
¢« Dutch from THE CaPE had ever gone &y
s Jand.”

As foon as the fthip was loft, the natives,
who are all woolly-beaded, came down to
pick up what iron or other metal they could,
but they did not feem to regard the bales

* j.e. to the N. E.

+ Which we call Delagoa, and the French §’Efriz, or
Lorenzo-Marqguez.

1 Probably what the natives alluded to, and what the
Dodington’s crew call 82, Lucia, and place in 282 147, S. Lat.

which
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which were thrown afhore, only flitting them
with their lances as they pafied. /¥, and L,

The natives drefs their heads high * with
a hollow in the middle, and ftuck into their
hair the brafs nails, picked up from the
trunks calt athoar. They had very little
cloathing. W. and L.

“ Whilft they remained by the wreck the
“ natives did not offer any violence, but
‘¢ ftole what they liked and ran away.”

At the end of the three days they ftaid by
the wreck, the chief part of it remaining
together was the head and cut-water.

W. and L.

When they fet out the chief mate was
carried, being fick; The 2d mate led the
Van, The Cajtain in the rear and the Ladies
in the middle, they kept regular watch in
their Journey. T4,

John Bryan, being lame and unable to
walk, and Jofhua Glover, a fool, ftaid by

the wreck,
As foon as they marched the Natives

* None of them faw any thing like the Yallozv-Heads
mentioned in the account of this Cowntry publifhed with

Dampier's Feoyages,
C threw
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threw ftones and hove their lances at them,
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they could not go along the fea fide on
account of the fteep cliffs to the South-
ward* of them, but they travelled along
the top of thefe cliffs, never far from the
Coaft and always in fight of the fea, ex-
cept in pafling the hollows, they {ome-
times found paths of the Coffrees
which they travelled along, and in fome
places was grafs; and along the fhoar
fome parts were fandy, fome parts rocky.
¢« The day after leaving the wreck, from
whence the natives followed them, they
fell in with a man /ighter-coloured than
the natives with ffraight hair, they fup-
pofed him a Malayman, (but the Dutch
fuppofe it wasa Dutchman named 7rout)
he came up to them, clapping his hands
and calling Engles, Englests he talked

# Soutbward or Weffavard muft be confidered as fynoni-

mous, and to mean, fowards Tue Carg, in like manner
Northward and Eaflavard both meaning from the Carg,

4 In the Doddington’s Journal they mention to have

{een amongft the Coffrecs a lad about 12 or 14 years of
age whom they fuppofed an European ; the latitudeis nat
mentioned.

Dutch
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“® Dutch with John Suffiman, Mr. William’s
“ fervant, and told them the CAPE was
“ a great way off! and being defired to
¢ guide them, faid he could not, as he was
 affraid of being killed if he went into the
¢ Chriftian Country: they offered him any
“ money if he would condu¢t them, he
¢ faid he did not want money but copper:
¢¢ they faid they would load him with cop-
“ per; but he would not go. He advifed
¢ them to go along the cogf for that inland
¢« they would meet the Bofchemen Hotten=
¢ tots who would kill them all: this man
¢« was with the natives, but he thinks they
¢ were not the fame kind of people as thofe
¢ where the fhip was loft, becaufe they
‘¢ were taller and not fo black, and had
¢ their cheeks painted red, with feathers in
¢ their heads, he thinks Oftrich feathers. *

Thomas Lewis fays the Dutch diftinguith four different
people, viz.
1t The Goffrees where he lived

2d  Tambookers Between which there is a track of
gd. Mambookers § good country uninhabited,

4th dlouyas where they fuppofe the fhip was loft.
Cz2 " Xl
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¢ He believes the Malay was a rogue as
he thewed the natives where their pockets
were.

*¢ The Captain had a ftick with a bayonet
on it, which the natives {natched away
out of his hand, but the Malayman per-
{uaded them to give it back: the natives,
with whom the Malay was, came and cut
off their buttons.

« The natives always left them at night ;
they have but one fhoe, made of Buffaloe
hide, which they wear on the right foot,
it has no top leather, except over the toe,
and is tied round the ancle with two
ftrings from the heel. The Dutchman,
with whom he afterwards remained, told
him they make great {prings when they
go a hunting.” Lewis fays they wear

one fhoe and are very nimble, that he could
not run half fo faft. They are fometimes
out for 3 or 4 days from their hutts, they
feed their Dogs with what they catch, not
eating it themf{elves, and only bringing home
a little on their knob fticks. TL,

(1cth or 11th Aug.) About 3 or 4 days
after
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after leaving the wreck, the Captain going
up a very high hill, took a lance from one
of the natives, ¥ who endeavoured by figns
and entreaty, as his words were {fuppofed,
to get it back but to no purpofe: there was
no village then in fight, but he went away to
the village and called the reft who came out
with their lances and targets. F ¥

¢ The Captain put the Ladies, and thofe
¢ who were unable to do any thing, upon
“ a rifing ground with the baggage, and
“ then attacked the natives and drove them
¢ out of the village. TLWandL,

¢¢ 'The weapons ufed by the natives were
“ targets made of hides to cover themfelves,
¢ {o that when our people threw ftones at
 them they could never hit them; they
¢ had reddifh fticks, feemingly dyed, with a
“ wooden knob at the end, and lances; but
¢ not choofing to loofe the iron of the lance,
“ they drew out the lance-ftaffs and fharp-
¢ ened the end, and threw thefe ftaffs at
“ our people : it wasone of thefe they ftuck

* The boy alfo recolleéts this.
“ into
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* into Mr. Newman’s ear, he was ftuned
“ and fell down, on which the natives
“ made a noife.”

One of the natives, ¢ having fallen
“ down in running away, he was overtook
““ by the boatfwain and others” and bruifed
terribly, but the Captain told them not to
kill any. L.

““ Afterwards the natives brought {weet
¢ potatoes to exchange for the lance flaffs
¢« and flicks they had thrown at our people.”

They fat down peaceably round and the
Captain had fome toys which he gave them,
and they went away ; after ftopping about 2
hours our people proceeded, the natives
did not moleft them but let them go on.

T L. confirmed by Price.

After this fkuffle they never oppofed
the natives, but let them take what they
pleafed. W. and L, &c.

« Having proceeded on, after beating the
¢ patives, about 3 or 4 miles farther, in the
« evening the Malay came up with them,
« he laughed at the difpute that had hap-
« pened, and being afked which was the
¢ right road? faid that he was going. He

¢ ¢ had
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Lad been at the wreck where he gota load
of iron and had on a long gown of the
Captain's which he had found there.
¢ After the Malay had left them, they
marched on and met fome other natives,
from whom they got fome f{weet pota=-
toes for buttons; and after trz -'ling
fome way it began to rain a little, where-
upon they made a fire of grafs and tufts,
there being no bufhes nigh; and after
refting a little they went on and took up
their lodgings for the night at fome buthes
a-top of a hill under a bank, with a run-
ing ftream of frefh water in the hollow
beneath.
(11th or 12th Aug.) ¢ Next day they
came to the village where the Malayman’s
houfe was, it is by the fea-fide; he
brought his child to them, and afked for
a bit of pork for the child, the Captain
faid he was in great diftrefs, but gave
him a little bit for the child.”

This Malayman looked at their buttons

and called zimbe, “~which is copper.” The

Captain told them to give the natives no=
thing, ¢ becaufe they would think they

¢ had
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¢ had more, and want to fearch them.”

I L.and B
The officers and paflfengers would not let

the feamen have any parley with the na-
tives, thinking they could manage better
with them. W. and L,
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“ After leaving the Malayman’s village,
the natives followed throwing ftones;
the failors defired to walk on, thinL:ing
the natives would not follow far: they
came to a creek which they pafied at low
water, it was then about noon : they
went on till evening, when they found
water by the fide of a hill: there the
Coffrees came down and {urrounded them,
wanting to take buttons and fuch. like
from- them, and wanting to fearch the
Ladies: fome of the natives kept on the
hill, threatening to throw down great
ftones upon them.

« The failors advifed the Captain to go
on, and not to f{it ftill and lct all their
things be taken from them, but (Lewis
fays, the do&or being taken fick ) he
would not move, and fo different people

{et off without him.”
The
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The Lafcars went firft away and the na-

tives followed them and robbed them. T L.
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“ After leaving the Captain, they faw
at a diftance the Ladies, &c. coming over
a hill; that night they came to a falt
water river and gathered wood to make a
fire: they could not ftrike a light, but
feeing a light on the other fide of the
river, one of the Lafcars fwam over and
and lighted a ftick at a Coffree hut,
where he faw no people, he {wam back
over the river, with the flick and lighted
a fire, Colonel James and Mrs. James
came up to them; as they had no water,
Colonel James advifed them to dig in
the fand, which they did and got wae
ter, the fame night the Captain and Ladies
came up, and by next morning they all
joined again, except Baftiano Nardeen,
who had droped behind being a big man
and unable to walk, and the two who rca
mained at the wreck.
“ In their way this day they found a tree
bearing a fweet berry, with one fmail
hard flone, of which fruit they eat, but
they found it bound them very much, the
berry grows upon the branches, isabout
D ¢ the
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¢ the fize of a pea; when ripe it is black,
« and, before it is ripe, red.

“ In the morning the Ladies waded
¢ over the river breaft high, being fup=
“ ported by the failors who carried over the
‘¢ children; this was the firf? river fince
“ they left the fhip, it was {mall, and after
¢ they got up the hill on the other fide,
¢ they faw it almoft dry, by the ebbing of
¢ the tide:” this was about a week after
¢ leaving the wreck.

After crofling the river, the Lafcars and
Mrs. Hofea’s black maid Betty, left them
firft ; and then fome of the people fet out,
ftragling, leaving the Captain and Ladies
behind.

The Captain was not Jfick, but out of
heart when they parted, and their provifion
was not then expended : they know nothing
of the Captain or Ladies fince they parted
from them about 10 days after the fhip
was loft. '

« The natives never offered to carry
“ away Mrs. Logie or any other of the La-
¢ dies; nor offered them -any injury, ex-
¢ cept taking their rings or fuch like.”

The
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The following perfons were left with

Capt, Coxon.

Mr. Logie,
Mr. Beale,
Mr. Harris,
5 Mr. Haye,
Mr. Nixon,
Robert Rea,
John Hunter,
Wm. Mixon,

10 Geo. M‘Daniel,
James Mauleverer,
John Edkins,
‘Wm. Stevens,
Frank Mafoon,

15 Dome- Kircanio,
Jof. Andrée,
Matthew Bell,
Roque Pandolpho,
John Stevens,

20 John Pope,

Jof. Thomf{on,

James Vandefteen,

John Hill,

Anto. Da Cruza,
2¢ Patrick Fitzgerald,

John Hudfon,

Chief Mate,

3d,

5th,

Purfer,

Surgeon,
Boatfwain,
Gunner,
Quarter-mafter,
Carpenter’s 1{t mate,
D? 2d d?
Caulker,
Butcher,

, Seamen,

Chief Mate’s Servant,
Boatfwain’s ditto,
Gunner’s ditto,
Captain’s Cock,
difcharged foldiers from
} Madrafs,

Paflengers left with Capt. Coxon.

Col. James,

Mrs. Jamesy

Mr. Hofea,
50 Mrs. Hefea,

D2
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Mrs. Logie,
Mr. Newman, ‘
Capt. Walterhoufe Adair,
Mifs Dennis,
35 Mifs Wilmot,
Mifs Hofea, Children,
Mafter Saunders, 3
Mafter Chambers, J

Black Servants.

George Sims, Mr, Newman’s,

40 Reynel, Mafter Law’s,
Dow, Mr. Hofea’s,
Betty, Mrs. Logie’s, fince arrived
at the Cage, fays her miftrefs fent her away,
Sally, Mrs. James’s,
Mary, Mifs Dennis’s,
¢ Hoakim, Mrs. Hofea’s,
M. Plaideaux de Lifle, a French officer, }
J. Roffeau, Servt to Col, D’Efpinette, J

went izand the fame day or the day after they left
the Captain,

The fame day they parted from the Cap-
tain and Ladies, they came up again with
the Lafcars in a bit of a wood. W. and L

(About 16th Auguft) The day after
they came to a river’s mouth, here Thomas
Wren was knocked up; Francis Feancon
and S. Paro alfo flaid, faying they would
fwim acrofs 5 the Lafcars alfo parted from

them
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them again : They went up three days
along the banks which are very hilly and
flteep: ¢ Here they were robbed by the
> and then croffed where its depth

¢ patives,’
was about up to their middle. The French
Colonel (D'Eipinette) was left before they
crofled the River, being quite knocked up;
and a couple of hours after they had croffed,
(Ab* Aug. 19) C, Talbot was knocked up: his
coaxf{wain wanted to ftay with him, but Capt.
Talbot would not let him, faying, it was of
no manner of fervice, there were no natives
then with them, but they faw fome huts
foon after.—*¢ This was a hilly country.”
T L. &e.
(About 24th Auguft) ¢ About 8 or 10
¢¢ days after leaving the Captain, it was
¢ thought they were {till too many toge-
“ ther to be able to get provifions, and they
¢ parted again: the party which fct oug
“ firft confifted of 23 perfons, * vz,

* In the enumeration they can only make out 22,

Robert
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Robert Price, Captain’s fervant, then not much above 13 .
years of age, } s

Barney Larey, Land{man, - e it England,

‘Wm. Thomfon, Midfhipman, = dead (Feancon told T L)

Thomas Page, Carpenter, - dead and buried, 'TL. W. &L, P,
§ Henry Lillburne, Ship’s fteward, left behind after pafling Greg

Fijch River.
Mafter Law, Child of g or 6 years old, died 4th Nov.
James Thomfon, Quarter-mafter, left about 8 or 10 days after ep.

tering 2d inbabited Country.
Thomas Simmonds, D? . - - dead (Schultz told W.)

Robert Auld, Cooper, - = deadandburied in the fandy country
0 George Reed, Armourer, - went back from Serdag’s Tiver to
lock for Mr. Lillburne, &c,
George Creighton,  Caulker’s mate, left at Great Fifeh River,
Wm. Couch, Captain’s fleward,  dead and buried at Sondag’s River,
% P, W.&L.
Lau. Joncfqua Boatfwain’s yeoman, dead (at river Nye [or ¢K-ly] Fean.
con told T L.)
France: de Larfo, ] - 5 - gone to Copenbagen in the Laurwig,
14 Jeremiah Evans, - - - left at Cage,
Lau. M¢cwen, = - - left in 1ff wninbabited country neay
the inhabited country, L,
Edw. Monck, - B - left about 4 days after coming into *
> Seamen, 2d inhabited country, L.
John Squires, - - - left at Great Fifeh River.
All. Schultz, d - a dead (found by W.)
20 Tho, Parker, = % A S
Patrick Burne, o i - dead } (Feaincon tokl TL.)
Maac (Blair qu.) - - - left at Great Pifeh Riwer,

The other party confified of 22 perfons,* wiz,

* In the cnumeration they make only 2o,

Joha



John Warmington,
Thomas Lewis,
Mr, Shaw,

Mr. Trotter,

5 Mr. Williams,

Mr. Taylor,

John Suflinan,

Wm. Hubberly,
Wm. Ellis -
10 Edw. Croaker,

James Stockdale,
John Hynes,
Will, Fruel,
Chas Berry,

15 James Simpfon,
R. Fitzgerald,
Jacob Angel,
John Blain,

John Howes,

20 John Brown,

( 23,9

Boatfwain’s 2d mate

Seaman - -
2d mate, -

4th ditto, -

Paffenger, -

Ditto, - -

} now in England.

left at a river in 1t uninhabited
country (Hubberly told "L,
1t who died.)

left by Hubberly at the river
where Mr. Williamswaskilled

dead (Hubberly told 7L, that
he was driven into a river and
killed by the Coffees.)

dead (Hubberly told 7 L. that
he would not eat after Mr.
Williams’s death, and died
2 days after.)

Servant to Mr, Williams, dead (Hubberly told 7°L.) was

Ditto to Mr. Shaw,

¢ difcharged foldiers,

»Seamen, -

7 Servant to Col. James,

left by Warmington at a river
in 1ft wninbabited country,
gone to Copenbagen,
left at fame river as Mr, Shaw.
left at 3d River to Eaftwd of
Great Fifch River (which is a
large river at high-water.)
left at fame river as Mr. Shaw.
gone to Copenlbagen,
left in fandy country before they
came to Seadag's river,

deads

left at fame viver with Mr.Shaw

dead (T L. tound him dead in
a hut)

left at fame river with Mr, Shaw
(Hubberly told 7 L. was 2d
who died about 3 days after
Shaw.)

left at a river.

Mafter
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Mafter Law was firlt carried by William

Thomfon, midthipman, and then by each of
the party in company by turns; and when
they were knocked up, Mr. Lillburne faid,
he would fave the boy’s life, or lofe his
own.
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¢t The firft party continued on the fea coaft,
the natives ftill about them, but dropping
off little by little. The natives minded
nothing but metal, one of the Coffrees

'took a watch (Hubberly told him) and then

broke the watch with a flone, and picked
the pieces out with their lance, and ftuck
them in their hair: this was up a pretty
large falt water river.*

¢ They met a black Portuguefle, rather
young than old, in a houfe by a falt water
river near the fea, T he had two Coffree
women with him, his houfe was by itfelf;
but there was a Coffree village [of s huts]
near: this Portuguefe had no cows, but
he gave them three filh which he cocked
for them, together with what fhell fith

# River Nye, or <K-ly.
& they
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¢ they had picked up, and fome white roots
¢ like potatoes.” This was about 3 days after
entering the fecond inhabited country. L,

The other party went inland, and were
3 days out of fight of the fea, they were
4 days without feecing any inhabitants, tho’
they faw fome old huts and many wild
beafts, elephants, tygers, &c. being diftrefled
for provifions, they returned to the coaft,
where they fed on fhell fith, and fared pretty
well when they came up with a dead whale,
of which they faw 3 or 4. They did not
eat of the firlt or fecond, having no knife,
but made a fhift afterwards to cut it with a
fpike nail, till Warmington found a knife
in a boat upfet on the fhoar. .

In about 3 weeks or a month after
parting with the Captain and Ladies, they
came into a fandy country, by this time they
were feperated into fmall parties.

The party in which Thomas Lewis was
confifted of about eleven perfons; Hubberly
told him Mr. Shaw was the firft who died,
and in about 3 days after, John Howes died :
Lewis came on alone, and came up with the

Carpenter, &c. near a deep narrow rivers
E as
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at the end of 49 days, from leaving the
fhip, according to the Carpenter’s account
(but Larey fays he had loft his knotched ftick
10 days before) Capt. Talbot’s fervant Ifaac,
who had been his coax{wain, and Patrick
Burn ftoped at the river, he {wam back and
told them to make a cattamaran and he
would fwim it over which he did and brought
them a-crofs. : g

Two days after he joined them, the Car-
penter Thomas Page died and was buried
in the fand. T L.

Afterwards he came to another river, where
he joined feveral 5 here he eat a piece of dead
whale which made him fick: from hence
he went back feven days by himfelf and
met James Sims,™ John Brown, and Edward
Croaker; John Blain was lying dead in a
hut : he propofed to go back to the natives:
Brown was not able to come, but he and the
other two went back till they came to the
river where he had met the Carpenter; then
his companions would go no farther; he
fwam acrofs at low water ; next morning he
faw two of the Natives on the fea fide; they
feemed travelling ; they looked at him and
pointed to go. along with them, but they

wcere
* Qu, James Simpion,
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were_going another way, i. e. to the weft«
ward ; the fameafternoon he faw three Girls
on the fhoar, they took him homeabout 1 or
12 mile from the Coaft, there were about 6
huts in the Krawl; the men were broiling
meat; they all came round him; he made
figns for fomething to eat; thy gave hima
little milk, but took his mufcles from him,
and afterwards drove him away, throwing
ftones at him; he went to another Krawl
about § mile diftant, and they gave him
fome milk; he ftaid there all night under
the trees, and next morning went to ano=
ther Krawl, and then came back to the firft
Krawl, and found there Francifco Feancon
and S. Paro, who had come through the
country, and not along the coaft; they ftaid
at that Krawl, and he went to another about
2 a mile from the firlt Krawl, and ftaid with
the Coffrees three months, taking care of
their calves, and gathering wood.

\When he had been about three weeks with
the Coffrees, William Hubberly, Mr, Shaw’s
fervant, came theres he told him all his
companions were dead: Mr. Williams was
driven into a river and killed by the natives

E 2 throwing
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throwing ftones on him; Mr. Taylor would
eat none after, and in two days died.

- About 16 or 18 days after Hubberly came,
Feancon and Paro left the hutts; after a
month’s abfence Feancon returned and told
him that Paro was dead, alfo that Thomfon
the midfhipman, Parker and Burne were
dead: the boy, from the information of De
Larfo, who went in queft of the wreck, fays,
that Feancon and Paro had come within 3
days journey of the Dutch farms, when
they returned: Feancon was g days in the
defert without water but his own urine, and
then Paro died.

The Hottentots fent by Daniel King from
the Dutch Farms Swartkops, brought them
thro' the Country, and on the 15th Jan. 1783
1oor 11 days after fetting out from the Krawl,
he met, at Sondags River, the waggons going
towards the wreck, with Jeremiah Evans, and
Francifco De Larfo, who had been 28 days
from Landrofs van Swellendam, they wanted
him to have returmed with them, but he
would not, thinking he had already fuffered
enough. L.

He, Lewis, ftaid at Kat Skyppers houfe
atSwartkops two months ; near it is the firft

houfe



( 25 )
houfe belonging to Chriftian Feraos, ta
which John Potofe brought the others who
had travelled along the coaft, and in the
‘neighbourhood is Daniel Kings a Hanove=~
rian, with whom the boy remained. 7" L.

The Dutch and Caffrecs are on bad
terms, Dan. King had all his cattle carried
off by them not long ago. T L.

The Lafcars and Mrs. Hofea’s maid left
them at firft; Mrs. Logi¢'s maid told him
the Captain had left Mr. and Mrs. Logie and
Mr. and Mrs. Hofea behind.

The Lafcars and black maids were left at
Landrofs van Swellendam, he was 10 days
at 'the CAPE, and failed from thence the 7th
May, in the Danifh fhip King of Denmark.

Captain Miller, the captain of the wag-
gons who went in queft of the wreck, took
a flave, who had run away from TaE CarE,
and made him faft to the waggon, but he
got away in the night, he fuppoles this was

the Portuguefe.™ Y5k,
The

* The boy fays, ¢ De Larfo never told him it was the
¢ Portuguefe they had feen, there was found with him a
¢ gun ftolen from one of Daniel King’s men,”
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The Governor of the CAPE has fent again.
i queft of the people; Dan. King goes.
himfelf, and carries prefents of copper, brafs
and beads for the Coffrees. T L.

When the party, with which John War-
mington was, firft came to the fandy country,
only eight of the party remained together ;
they had not then overtaken any of the
party in which the boy and Larey were. #.

Three weeks or a month after entering
the fandy country, they came to a falt water
river too deep to wade, at this time only four
of the eight remained together,v:z. Warming-
ton, Fruel, Fitzgerald and Hynes, but they
had overtaken Lillburne with Mafter Law,
Auld the cooper, and Jeremiah Evans, and
- at this river they came up with the boy,
Larey, De Larfo, the Armourcr, William
Couch, Simmonds and Schultz ; there are 3
or 4 {mallrivers between it, and Great Vifch
River.

Having now traced the others, the boy’s
account of his party will follow without in-
terruption.

“ Some of the nativés whom they met
“ on the fea-fide, put a lance and nobby
 ftick into his hand, by way of making

¢ friends,
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friends, and took him by the arm, want-
ing him to go with them, but he began
to cry, and William Couch, who was
his comrade, helping one another ever
fince the wreck, and the others alfo fell
a=crying, whereupon the natives let him
go: this was in the fecond inhabited coun-
try after leaving the Portuguefe, he
thinks thefe were the laft Coffrees they

1

faw.
«“ After coming into the fandy country
they faw no natives ; the fandy country is
fand hills, fo loofe that they could not
go over them, and only could travel at
low water where the fea ebbed and made
it hard; they found rocks fcattered on
the fhoar in many places, and one rocky
part to the fea, which they could only
pafs at low water; but luckily they came
to it at low-water.
¢ At this rocky place they faw fome
pieces of wood with nails in it, and after-
wards a Dutch boat calt on the fhoar,
Warmington who followed, found a
knife in this Boat; they allo faw on the
fhoar an old rotten maft, and not long
after they pafled Great Vifch Riwver, they
“ faw
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faw a fmall old top-gallant maft in a

“ fre/h water creek.
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¢ He learnt the name of #hat river and
of the others afterwards from De Larfo
who returned with the Dutch party.

“ A little before they came to Great Vifch
river, which was in fight from a rifing
ground, they pafled a little gulley, where
they were called to by Paddy Burne, Mr.
Lillburne, Thomas Lewis and Squires
were there; the carpenter then dead and
buried at that place.

“ Great Vifch River is very broad at high
water” like a fea™ ¢ but narrow at low’’;
has flat fands at the mouth, and fome

black rocks on this fidef. ¢ De Larfo was
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almoft drowned by the eddy tide in fwim=
ming acrofs. The others pafled in cat~
tamarans, made of rotten wood and ftumps
of trees brought down by the rivers and
thrown up, which they tied with their
handkerchiefs and roots, that grow on the
fand, twifted together, they waded, and
guided the cattamarans round the fand

¢ banks, till they came to the narrow deep

‘“rpaut 3

% Warmington, i Larey,
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part: he, Larey and the Armourer were
left behind the firlt day, their cattamaran
having gone acrofs the river without
them. Couch, Schultz and Simmonds
pafled over at that time, they ftaid that
night and pafled Great Vifch River next
morning; Mr. Lillburne ftaid to {leep there
that night intending to go back to a whale:
with him remained Mafter Law, Warming-
ton, Fruel, Fitzgerald, Hynes and Evans
who crofled the river afterwards, and
the following who did not crofs the river,
@1z, ‘P, Burne, G. Creighton, J. Squires
and Ifaac, Capt. Talbot’s coaxfwain, to-

¢ gether with one of the Lafcars who is ar-

13

1
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113
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113
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rived at the Cape; the Lafcar faid it
was a great way to the CAPE, and that
he would go back to look for the natives.
“ Thofe who had gone over the Great
Vifech River found a Porpoife left amongft
the rocks, Francifco De Larfo caught hold
of his tail and it fplathed him all over, but
he at laft ftuck it with a little knife, which
he brought with him to Landro/s and gave
to Mrs. Logie’s maid.
¢ They continued on, after having ftop-
ped at the freth-water creek where the
E “ top=
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top-gallant-maft was feen, till they came -
to a pond where was freth water, and there
ftopped : they went up a fteep fandy hill
and ftaid in a fine jungle a-top of the hill,
where they made a fire.

“ When he and his two companions
crofled Great Vifth River they followed
the others by their track, and called out
where they faw the tracks firiking up
from the fhoar, when William Couch
anfwered; it was then dark, and they
joined a-top of the hill.

¢ After coming up with them they were

 or 6 days before they pafled Bofchieman’s
river, and afterwards came to a great bay
in the Jandy country with three iflands

[they are {mall, white and round, the fartheft
about 4 or s miles off fhoar,] ¢ there is

£

[

not much {urf in this bay, Sozdag’s river
falls into 1t. W.and L.
« Only 5 of their [;arty remained toge-
ther when they came to this Bay, viz.
De Larfo, Larey, William Couch, the
Armourer and himfelf (Robert Price.)
“ Here William Couch died : they buried
him and faid prayers over him; and fhook
hands, and {wore they would never fepa-
¢ rate
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rate again till they got into a Chriftian
Country.

‘¢ Atthis Bay they were overtaken by John
Hynes and Jeremiah Evans, who told -
them Warmington was left behind almoit
dead, Larey went back and brought him.
“ By this time they had found Sand
Creepers, which are a kind of Cockles
that hide under the fand: fo that they
had plenty of vi¢tuals when joined by
Hynes and Evans,

¢ The Armourer went back with Evans
to look for Mr. Lillburne, Fizgerald and
others, but never returned; lofing his
own life to fave his comrades. Evans
returned back the fame night.

¢ After leaving Sondags river, they came
to a creek called Kuga and then to Swart~
kops river which is falt water, and from
the top of the hills could fee the IsL ANDs
in the Bay of Sondags river.

¢ When he was alone on a fand hill ga-
thering Hottentot Figs, De Larfo having
laid down to fleep under a bufh near him,
he faw a man, whom at firft he took for
one of his companions, but on fecing a

gun on his thoulder, immediately ran to
Fa “ te
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to him as falt as he could, which was
not faft, his legs being fwelled, and fell
down at his feet for joy ! and then called
to De Larfo, who {poke Portuguefe.
¢ Their companions were below by a
Whale at the fea-fide, as they intended
to ftop 3 days here, but when they were
called, this man, named 7shu Potofe, car-
ried them to the houfe of Chriffian Feroos
with whom he feemed to be a partner.
¢ They all remained there three days, and
three days more at another houfe in the
neighbourhood belonging to Daniel Konig.
Then five were {ent to Landrofs van Swel-
lendam 3 he, Robert Price, remaining at
the 2d houfe near Swartkops river.
¢ From Landrofs van Swellendam, War-
mington and Larey were fent to THE
Care: Hynes remained at Landrofs; and
Evans and De Larfo came back to Swart-
kops, with 30 or 40 waggons and Horfes,
with tents, and about 100 people under
Capt. Miller, intended to go to the wreck
in queft of more of the people who were
faved.
¢ Evans and De Larfo went on with the
party; they got within § days journey
« of
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of the wreck, but came back, their Horfes
being tired;” and the Mambookers op-

pofing them, they left the waggons at the
river Nye or ‘K-ly, *“ which isa very large
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river full of great ftones, and has a rapid
ftream, it is near the Bamboe Berg, and
is freth water; in their journey from the
wreck they were obliged to go up it three
days before they could crofs, on account
of the great ftones; the country is inha<
bited on both fides.”

¢« He (Robert Price) remained near Swart-
kops till the waggons and people returned,
they were abfent from Swartkops at leaft
a month, and had been within a days
journey of where they were robbed, but
never were to the wreck, nor had
tokens of the Ladies or Captain, except
that they faw in a Coffrce houfe, a great
coat which they thought was the Captain’s;
in their journey they faw feveral dcad
bodies.

“ De Larfo came from The CAPE in the
fame fhip with him Robert Price, (viz.

Laurwig Capt. Stainbecl:) and is gone to Den=
glap ) E

113
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mark : in the fame fhip came allo William
Hubberly, the 2d matc’s fervant, and
¢ Francifco
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Francisco Feancon who had remained
with the Coffrees, and were brought from
thence, by the Hottentots, at the fame
time with Lewis, thefe are alfo gone to
Denmart.

¢ Evans ftaid at Tue CarE intending to
be a farmer, but he will foon be home
when he hears of peace, as he was very
much afraid of being prefled.*

¢ Although they faw no farms till they
came to Swartkops there are fome beyond
it; but not near the fea coaft.

«“ He remained with Damel Konig at
Swartkops 3 or 4 months, and ufed to

go a hunting with them ; they fet out in
the morning and reached Sondags river
before night, and there ftaid to hunt :—
plenty of Elans, white and brown which
go in great droves, always with the wind,
Hart-Becflen, Buffaloes, &c.

¢ He cannot of his own knowledge fay
any one is dead but William Couch.

¢ He cannot recolle& how long they were

* Lewis fays, he is fent to Batavia, as the Governor of

Tue Care would not permit him to fettle in the country
as a farmer.

¢ from
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¢ from Swartkops to Landrofs, they were fo
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happy to get into a waggon to ride, that
the time pafled quick away, and they ftaid
three days at Capt. Millers.

“ The natives make a fire by rubbing
fticks fomehow.

¢ The women are clothed in long {kins
down from the fhoulder to the knee,
drefled very foft.

¢ To make butter, they put milk in a
leather bag and let it grow four, and then
tye a {lring to the bag and haul it up and
down over a branch of a tree till butter is
made.”
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