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LEP POZDRAV NASIM CLANOM IN PRIJATELJEM

HELLO TO ALL OUR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

Helio 1o ol our membes and friends:;

Dear Slovenians and friiends, today I'm working on our
news paper and i is a sunny Sunday just a QOgEoUs
day 10 be outside. | wish you all nice summer sunny
just ke today.let the sun shine for all of us, Our Siove-
nion Canadian Association of Manitoba will take the
summer off till September. Most of us will be traveling
visiting farnily and friends here in Canada and aisc in
Siovenic

At the end of May Winnipeg was a destination for

few well known visitors, Our Executives where hapoy
10 spend few hours with the Slovenian Seceiary for
Siovenion abroad and around the word Mr. Jesih with
his assistant, with them was ouwr Siovenian Ambassa-
dox in Oftawa Me. Kunstel, During our special dinner

Lep pozdrav nadim Clanom in prijatelem |

Drage rojakinje spostovant rojakl , danes ko vam pisem
1o Stevilko nasega Casopsa |, b varn rad zakelsl Bpo
polete In Ngj vam veem sonce sie tako kot danes
Nade Slovensko kanadsko diusivo v Manitobl bo
mirovaio do Septembra in veliko nas bo zopet pot 2o
pelioia Na cbiske svolin anginskin Canov tukal v Kanodi
in seveaa tudl v domovini Sloveniji .

Konec Maja je Winnipegq obiskal Dizavni Sreketar za
Siovence v zamejstvu in po svetu g, Jesih 2 sodelavko
in nasim Ambasadarden v Offawer g. Kunstierm , Obisk
je bl katek ampak v praetnam pogovon smo med
skupnNo vecerno pokepetall kako & v domovini in kal

i lahko bilo fe balife med Slovenijo in Kanodo . Nas
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we fouched on few iterms. on how 1o have a better
relationship between Canada and Slovenia.| asked Mr,
Kunstel fo give our message fo the Manitoba Legisia-
for during his visit with the Manitoba Govemment. Mr.
Kunstel said good bye 1o all of us. His term expired iast
year, and he extended his stay 1of this year, We wish
him a successiul retum 1o his Diplomafic life where
ever he will be representing Slovenia. Personally, | re-
gret hat we didn't finish our dream project that was on
the table when Mr. Kunstel arived in Canada in 2006,
I was working hard 1o help bring all Slovenian clubs in
Conada fogether 1o be one big fomily 1o represent
us and our country with the best tools and ability, but
he East is just not ready 1o shake hands with West on
equal opportunifies. Maybe the next person coming
on M. Kunstels job will have better luck.| wish him or her
just that.

Our Association was celebrating the 20m. Anniversary
of Siovenia on June 26th. We like 1o call this project
Sovenian day. As every other year, this year was no ex-
ception aftendance was greal. We are delighted with
all visitors. Our BBQ specialty was prepared by President
Branko Maligec with full support of our professional
chef Marjan Jakob and his volunteers in the kichen Mi-
lan Jogodnik and ou fiiend who Is QiSO @ Cook Ranko
Jheir professional approach is just hard to explain. |
think that they did a wondetrful job. It was on the level
of any hotel, | would fike 1o thank to all the volunteers
starting with Heidi and Marjan Jakob, Milan Jagodnik
and Ranko, hank you 5o much aiso the Znidaric family
5 aiways there 10 prepare the hall and sit at the door.
Ouwr Vice President Mike Dovidija did great job as music
man and not to forget my son Mark Maligec who is
happy 1o serve you all at the bar, Thank you all, without
your socrifice fhis event wouid be just impossibie 1o
organize, Our special visitor again was, Professor Bo-
gomil Fetfila who was happy fo Inform us how Europe
(EU) is coping with financial difficulties. Greece was the
first fo deciare their financial fiosco and there ae a
few others coming out with the same issues, Fortugal,
reland, Spain and Siovenia could be one of those if
b opportunities stay the same. Slovenia needs better
paying jobs for their workers and retirees need their
benefits and pensions 10 live better in a free Siovenia. |
wish the Slovenian Govermnment with Mr. Pohor the best
of luck In these hard economical times.

On behalf of owr members and Executives of Siove-

nian Canadian association of Mantoba we wish you
great summer with sunny days and we ook forward

seeing you ogain in September 25th. at our meeting
ond cur next BB& event on October 23rd.You all are
very welcome.

Branko Maligec

Ambasador Kunstel se j@ posiovil ker je njegov mandat
istekal lani in mu je bil podalsan $e 2a to leto . Mimu
Zelimo uspeh v bododih funkciiah . Seda) ko se czrem
nazaj v niegovo petieino bivanje v Kanadi lahko recem
das mo imel v 2o¢etku niegovega mandata vellko
dobiih skupnih idej . vendar smo na 2alost nekje obticall
in smo ostall same na idejah. Zal mi je kes nismo  usped
Zblizafi Slovenska drudtva v Kanad misim predvsem

na Vzoh in Zahodni del Kanade 1o sem si vedno 2eiel
da bl se vsa Slovenska drusiva medsebojno zbliZala in
da bl defovall kot ena vedja dnazina , na 20lost nismo
uspell nareditl nii enega koraka v te) smen , mogode
bo 10 uspeio nasledniku - ¢l g. Kunstia .

Nase drustvo je praznovaio 20. Obletnico domovine
Slovenije in 10 j@ za nas nas Slovensk dan 26. Junia .
Tudi letos smo imell poino dvorano in val Clani In prijatell
50 bl 2elo zadovolinl 2 Cudoviim kosilom . Odold in
picanci so bil peceni na 2ary in fo vam je pripavil vos
Predsednik Branko Maligec . seveda s pomocio Mar-
jana Jakoba nasega pokicnega kuhara in njegovin
volantetiev Milana Jogodnika in Ranka . Kuhinjo je de-
lovala kot vsaka restavacia v hotelih .Rad bi se 2ohvall
vsem volanierdem K ste pornagali sedal in fo delate

2 lefa v leto , brez Vas ne bi bilo fokénih srecanj Hvala
Maronu in Heidi Jakob , hvala Milan Jagodnik in pri-
Predsedniku Miku Dovidija in hvala mojemu sinu Marku
Maligec ki vas vse rad postreze pri baru.Med nami je bl
tud! letos nas doigoletni prijatel Profesor Bogomil Friila
Profesor Frfila je v svolem nagovoiu povedal kako je fre-
nutno v domovini . Profesor je povedal aa je EU - Eviop-
ska Unfja v zelo teskem financnem poloZoju . Vsi vemo
da je GiCip priznaka svojo finanéno katastrofo skedi i
Portugaiska 2 Irsko in fudl Spanijo ima podobne teiave
. To se lohko se zgodi nasl domovini Slovenill saj je fudi
v raznih fedavah . 2 sica 2elimo domovini Siovenili do
sl poboi$a ekonomiski status . Slovenija mora poskibet
do bo ved delovnin mest ki 5o tudi boliSe platana kot
sedo| , upokojenc si 2efifo bol§i poloia) | miade gen-
eracie so zgubie upanje v baliso bodoénast In Dzavnl
Zbor 2 9. Pahordem ima pred 5obo 2elo tesko delo |, vsl
Slovenci po svetu Zzelimo domovini veliko ekonomiskin
uspehov in ji Cestitamo ob 20 . Obletnici svole suver-
nosti in samostojnosti

V imenu nasin Odbomikov in Clanov nasega Siov-
ensko kanadskega ausiva v Manifobl vam vsem
2elimo priietno poletie in da prezivite lepe dopuste in
%o enkiat se ohvaliulemo vsem ki nas obiskujete na
nasih prireditvah . Hvala vsemn volantedem in s& vam
vsem priporocamo in vas vijudno vabimo na vse nase
predive .

Branko Maligec
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by skiing champions? Or Seaway salling boats and
Pipistre! ultralight alrcraft? Or perhaps the supericative
and brillantly designed Gorenje household ap-
pliances? We cannot even list all the small, highly
innovative companies, But their products are persis-
tently breaking into (foreign) markets. Several factors
confribute 1o the strong performance - from the
proverbial Slovenian diligence and the geographi-
cal position at a trade crossroads, 1o concem for
the enviionment, mofivation and innovation. All

of this lends ¢ boutique-type quality to Slovenia’s
economy.

The economy is geoared towards services, and
Slovenia can boast top-Class services in the field of
information technology. It also has developed phar-
maceutical and automoblie manufacturing, Other
maior economic sectors include the food industry,
electrical devices, metal processing and chemi-
cals. Meanwhile toursm is becoming an increas-
INgly important sector

Science an d development

Slovenian sclentists of today are known 1o continue
Slovenia’s strong scientific tradition that has added
many inventions to the global body of knowledge
They stand on the shouldets of glants who worked
in a time with no Infernet connections and studying
by candlelight; these are sclentists such as Janez
Vajkard Valvasor [a member of the Royal Scciety in
Loendon, 17th c.), Jurij Vega (logarithmic tables, 18th
c.), Jozef Stefan (law of radiation, 19th c.), Fritz Pregl
(@ Nobel prize winner in organic chemistry, early
20th c.) or Herman Poto&nik Noordung, a rocket
engineer

Modem Slovenia’s R&D is following the footsteps of
these ploneers. Today, R&D is exceptionally multi-
faced and, through adherence 10 high standards
of quality, it Is recognised wotldwide, In some
research flelds such as computer sclence or nono-
technology. Slovenia ranks among the top countries
of the world. Knowledge is tfreated as one of the
key plilars of national development and Siovenia's
research policy pursues the path of all modern
developed nations

Tourism

Any season is the right season to visit Slovenia. This
green part of Europe 15 Indeed a special place -
wherever you cross the border, you can expect an
exceptional diversity of landscape that changes
in spectacular fashion, while friendly people and
fine cuisine, health resorts and spas, tourst farmms
and sports offer something for everyone, This is the
place to spoll yourself

A short drive of just over two hours brings you from
the azure Mediterranean to Alpine peaks. From
there It is not far to the Pannonian lowlands, or 1o
the gently rounded Doleniska hills. And along the
way Is the mysterious Karst with its subtenranaan
world, Commaon to all of this is the colour green,
and of course unspollf nature. Not to mention the
thermal springs! Everything Is Close by and acces-
sible, so visiting Slovenia becomes an expenence
vou will want to repedat! In Slovenia the sun shines
more than 2,000 hours a year, so every season of-
fers a pleasant break. There are many wonderful lo-
cations 1o chamn even the most demanding guest
The golf courses, ski slopes, varous sports faclities,
adrenaline and other sports pursults will thrill even
the most dermanding sports enthusiasts. Cycling,
hiking and even extreme sports and various recre-
ational events are all on offer

And what do foreigners coming to Slovenia like
most of all? First come expressions of enthusiasm
Then responses thot Slovenia Is  pleasant country
that calms the spiit and refreshes the body, espe-
cially with Its unspollt nature, mild climate, hospital-
ity, fiendly pecple and numerous thermal sprngs.
They like 1o add that Slovenia’s greatness lies In its
wealth of diversity, In values that have emerged
over the centuries In a coexistence of man and na-
ture, and that Slovenia is ¢ clean, modem and safe
country. There s no reason to doubt them,

Since 1991, Slovenia has been an active partici-
pant in EU and other European esearch and devel-
opment programmes and has so far participated
in over a thousand projects within the Eutopean
research framework programmes aione.
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A society on the sunny side of the Alps

There are a little over two milllion Siovenians, ond
they could all fit into a subur of some major city
of the world. To round It up, there are around 100
people per km2 living in Siovenia, and on the
European scale that Is about half the averoge
Alongside the majority population of Slovenian
ethnic orgin, in the border areas by Hungary and
ltaly there are alsc minorty communities of those
nationaiities, and Slovenia’s constitution provides all
rights for them. Varous other ethnic groups, mainly
from the Westam Balkans, also have permaneant of
termpaorary residence in Slovenia

Slovenians are patriotic, and volue thelr guolity of

SLOVENIA

life, Slovenians would describe themsalves as hard-
working, diligent and active people, Individualists
who speak foreign languages well. They are proud
of their culture and language, which they regard as
a great asset and part of the national identity. One
of the greatest national symbols is Trigiav in the Ju-
lian Alps, the highest peak in Slovenia and a maoun-
fain that is now mare than that - it is a symbol, and
reverence for It has become legendary

Slovenians are open o difference, [t is notable that
many Slovenians travel, but seldom change resi-
dence, Slovenians are well educated and enjoy @
low unempioyment wate, Like ofther modem Eurcpe-
an societies, however, they lace an ageing popula-
fion and low birth rate.

The state

Slovenia is a democratic republic in the generation
of Europe’s younger democrocies. Slovenia de-
clared Its Independence on 25 June 1991 on the
basis of a plebiscite decision six months earller. A
full 88.2 percent of voters opted for Independence,
with voter participation at 90 percent, This was fol-
lowed by Infemnational recognition and membership
of the United Nations, In 2004, Slovenia became

a Member State cf the EU, in 2007 it adopted the
euro, thereby ining the Eurcpean Monetary Union
and in 2008 It was the first of The new members

to hold the EU Presidency, Even before it came of
age, Slovenia was an important intemational player
- Q place where statesmen from the superpowers
would meet, a member of intemational organisa-
flons, and a couniry enjoying friendly ties with othet
countries around the world. Although young, Sio-
venia Is therefore mature and experienced, and Is
intensively involved in international currents

The Slovenian Constitution provides that Slove-

nia has a parliamentary system founded on the
separation of legisiative, executive and judicial
power The highes! legisiative body is the Nationol
Assembly with 90 members elected for four years,
Of these one member represents the Italian and
one the Hungarian rminornties. The Government
holds executive power. The President of Slovenia is
the commander in chief of the armed forces and
represants the country infemationally. The President
Is elected for a five-yedr term
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