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Just recently | had a conversation with one of my
former colleagues at the Triglav National Park - where
| used to work - and he complained to me saying »I'm
really fed up with this schizophrenic situation«. | needed
no further explanation of his »anxiety« as | know the
reason for it lies in problems common to the majority,
if not all, of protected areas (PA) management author-
ities (MA). The main purpose and task of the protected
areas MA is of course to safeguard ecosystems, species
and habitats, and to preserve the traditional cultural
landscape of the area. But on the other hand (with an
exception of the [IUCN category 1), the majority of them
also have the duty to promote the sustainable develop-
ment of local communities. Sustainable agriculture and
sustainable tourism are in this regard the most common
denominators of protected areas development strategies.
Sustainable tourism in protected areas - what a “fancy”
idea - so easy to imagine, so difficult to realize. The
green dots and areas on tourist maps attract a rapidly
increasing number of visitors every year (e.g. 40% of
visitors to Slovenia), and tourism and recreation-related
industries take advantage of this growth. New types of
visits are being introduced so rapidly that MAs can hard-
ly follow. Consequently, they are in continuous search of
the »right« balance between nature conservation, man-
agement of tourist flows, and sustainable development
of the areas involved. Anything but a simple task.

The book presented here tackles also some of the
above mentioned issues. It is a collection of scientific
papers delivered as a result of bilateral project »Inte-
grated approach to tourism development in protected
areas - Experiences of Serbia and Slovenia« between
the University of Belgrade - Faculty of Geography and
the University of Primorska, Faculty of Tourism Stud-
ies - Turistica. The first three papers deal with general
arrangements on the level of legislation, international
standards, and national planning systems, with a special
attention on tourism-related activities, regulations and
spatial planning. Andrej Sovinc presents a general over-
view of the management objectives of protected areas of
different categories as defined by the IUCN international
standards. More specifically, his focus is on limitations,
possibilities, and ambiguities in planning tourism ac-
tivities in National (IUCN 2) and Landscape parks (5).
Anton Gosar presents the selected cases of differences
and (in)consistencies between the objectives of pro-
tected areas as set by IUCN standard classification and
Slovenian general Law of Nature Protection. Moreover,
he illustrates two cases where even in the central area

of the Triglav national park strict rules are not followed:
the case of second homes, and the »famous« case of the
Pokljuka Sport Center. As for the Serbian side, Dejan
Filipovi¢ presents the spatial planning system in the Re-
public of Serbia, with special emphasis on integration of
protected areas objectives in the spatial planning docu-
ments at different hierarchical levels. As he concludes, it
is necessary to increase the coverage of protected areas
by planning documents with a long-term perspective in
order to achieve more efficient measures of protection.
The majority (6) of other papers deal with issues
of the current state of tourism development, most of
them focusing on potentials, constraints, and prospects
of sustainable tourism development in the selected
protected areas of Slovenia and Serbia. Although the
paper delivered by Dobrica Jovic¢i¢ doesn’t exactly fit
into this book, it nevertheless brings a valuable insight
into general socio-economic aspects of the recent
tourism development trends in Serbia (including few
notes on ecotourism potentials). Her conclusion is that
tourism in Serbia is not yet developing in line with gen-
eral sustainable development objectives and guidelines.
Snezana Durdic¢ on the other hand explores potentials
and constraints of ecotourism development in four
macro-regions (»clusters«) of Serbia: Vojvodina, Bel-
grade area, Western and Eastern Serbia. Ecotourism as
a particularly suitable form of tourism offer in protected
areas is only in the initial phase of organization, but the
ambiguous and even »conflict« relations between tour-
ism development and nature conservation have already
emerged. Marija Belij highlights potentials of cultural
tourism development in Serbian national parks, mainly
by describing cultural heritage assets of the three NP
under consideration. She points out that many of them
have not yet undergone adequate protective measures.
The next two papers present interesting case-studies
from the Slovenian coast. Dane Podmenik and Simon
Kerma explore potentials for ecotourism development
in the Dragonja valley, an area in the hinterland where a
nature park is to be (?) established. After interpreting the
selected extensive field work data, the authors summa-
rize conclusions in the form of a SWOT analysis table.
Lovrenc Lipej and Simon Kerma present an overview of
the existing and potential tourist offer linked to biodi-
versity in the protected areas on the Slovenian coast.
They point out some of the nature and history-based po-
tentials that have so far been overlooked in the current
coastal tourism offer. Maja Sevsek and Irma Potocnik
Slavec examine local inhabitants’ involvement in the
tourism related development of the Landscape Park
Kum. Drawing upon a field survey, they conclude that a
more participative management of the PA is necessary in
order to stimulate stronger sustainable development of
the area. Last but not the least, two papers dealing with
the issue of the second home phenomenon in the pro-
tected areas in Serbia and Slovenia are included. Sanja
Pavlovi¢ presents an overview of the development of the
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so-called »weekend cottages« and settlements in eight
protected areas in Serbia, while Miha Koderman focuses
on the Triglav national park, and the settlement Goreljek
that lies within it. The presence of »weekend cottages«
can and does have positive impacts on socio-economic
development and landscape preservation in protected
areas, however, at the same time it can and it does bring
negative effects to those areas as well.

To conclude, the book is a very valuable collection
of papers dealing with diverse topics and perspectives
on the development of tourism in protected areas in
general, and in the selected case-study areas. The
majority of contributions focus on unrealized potentials
of tourism development in PA. Hopefully, in the near
future an opportunity will arise to examine the existing
tourist offer and flows, and the related question of how
to or how not to deal with them. Beside the wish of
the editors of this collection to foster communication
between diverse actors and stakeholders, this could also
serve as an effective pill for the above mentioned PA
managers’ “schizophrenia”.

Matej Vranjes
Nova Gorica, Slovenia

(tu pride naslovnica)
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