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1.0 _
THE MOST NOB"I.E"
D O4"G L A#&S,

DUKE or HAMILTON,
CHATTELERAULT anxo BRANDONS

MARQUIS or DOUGLAS
AND CLYDESDALE;:
EARL ofF ANGUS, ARRAN,
LANARK axpop CAMBRIDGE;

LORD AVEN, ABERBROTHICE,
POLMONT, MACHANSHIRE,

AND INNERDALE;
BARON DUTTON;
HeReETARLE KEEPER OoF HEs MaJEsTY's PALACE OF
HorLy-Roop-HoUsg, ETC. ETC. ETC. -

My Lorp DukeE,

AVING, by the appointment of your il-
, luftrious parents, had the honour to tend
your Grace, the late Duke of Hamilton, and
Lady Elifabeth, in the various difeafes aud
diforders incident to infancy and childhood;
and the happinefs, by the divine blefling on
a fafe practice, and an inceflant care to car-
yy you through them, and preferve fuch
precious lives, I, in refpeét of thofe pcrils;
and their ever uncertain events, now feel
much pleafure and fatisfation, where I

_formerly
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formerly felt the moft fenfible pain and folli-

citude.

Your Grace then, the fecond hope, is
now, alas! (here foft pity fteals a tear) the
firft ; and, too foon, the Head of a mo#t an-
tient, and a moft illuftrious Family ; but
the bud is beautiful; for, in the dawn of
youth, you bid fair for future eminence, and
that you will in the day of manhood repub-
lith the virtues of your Great Anceftors.

Your Anceftors, an illuftrious Race!
were, my Lord Duke, great fubjelts, nearly
related to Sovereignty, diftinguifbed in their
feveral {ucceflions for their wifdom and their
valour, and by their firm and fteady adhe-
rence to Liberty, to Loyalty, and Religion :
And your Grace, animated by their great
example,. fiveetly blended with the milder
virtues of the moft amiable Beauty and. Per-
fection imaginable, ¢ {o perfet, and fo peer-
¢ lefs,” will, I know it, begin early to e-
mulate their czcellence, and, born a Prince,
behave after a princely manner.

FoR it is not titles of honour, however

many and fplendid, nor dignity of flation,
however
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however high and elevated ; nor wealth,
however vaft and various ; but true virtue,
and inward worth, a foul fupreme, fuperior
to fortune, to paflion and pride, that ennoble
humanity, make a man great, good, and
god-like, and mark him out as the object of
the veneration of the prefent, and the admi-
ration of all fucceeding ages.

MEeaNwHILE, permitted by your Grace,
a high and undeferved diftin¢tion, I moft
humbly, and with much diffidence, prefume
to lay the following Travels at your Grace’s
feet, and pour forth my fervent prayers,
that you may be endowed with the choiceft
gifts ; that you may tread in the paths of
wildom and virtue, which alone lead to true
glory and folid greatnefs ; and that you may
live long, great and good, the pride of your
country, as well as the prime of the Peerage,
to adorn your high flation, and adore the
Glorious Author of it.
With the moft profound, and the moft
refpectful efteem, I have the honour to be,
May it pleafe your Grace,

Your Grace’s moft humble, moft obliged,

and moft devoted Servant,

JOHN COOK,
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INTRODUCTION.

THE public muft decide concerning the
merit of the following travels: mean-
while their author, meaning well, and ambi-
tious to pleafe, if he fhould not improve his
readers, hath ftrictly adhered to truth, and ad-
_vanced nothing falfe.

Impartial in his narrative, he endcavours
to render it agrecable and entertaining by
giving a juft and plain defcription of every
diftinguifhed place through which he pafled,
or where he refided ; and fairly lays before the
reader a general account of its laws and police,
its religion, its manners and cuftoms, with
whatever is curious, uncommon, or remarks
able concerning it,

Afraid of being deemed tedious, he omits
the mention of many obvious things: nor does
he, as is but too often the cafe with travellers,
affect the new, but always aims at the true,
defpifing the ftilts of ftory, and regarding the
ftandard of things, fo that all his accounts of
them are authentic, and none of them coun-
terfeit.

Long abfent from his native country, and,
by his bufinefs, obliged to learn the language
of others, he hath had little or no leifure to °
cultivate that of his own s hence the gentle
reader will, he humbly hopes, generoufly for-
give fome few deviations from purity, proprie-

A tys
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ty, or correctnefs of ftyle which may be found
in'the following fheets.

Plainnefs and {implicity, and not pomp and
.clegance, haye been his aim ; and if he hath
- fucceeded in this refpect, he fought no more.
- *The egotifm, fo frequent-and familiar in
-thefe his travels, can {carce offend, as it is ef-

-fential to them.
\ Finally, feeling the frailty of an author, a
«character to him entirely new, he, with- much
-dollicitude, but more {fubmiffion, awaits the a-
~ward of the public, in which, be it praife or
.cenfure, he fhall moft refpectfully acquiefce.

-
il
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The Author’s departure, and what zappened zm-
mediarely before he left England,

N the firflt of May 1735, I was taken. 111:.
- in Chelfea with a malignant fever, ﬁ'om ‘

which, by the great care of Dr Sharp, I'was
recovered ; but it was fucceeded by a flow re-
mittent one, which daily feemed to increafe,
notwithftanding that worthy gentleman let me
want for nothing which a {kilful phyﬁqian :
could adminifter ; whereon he, having con-
fulted the late Dr Mead concerning my cafe, |
was advifed by him to fend me down to Scot-
land to the place of my birth, not doubting
but my native air, with the aid of proper me-
dicines, would carry off the fever, and accom-
plifh my recovery.

I carefully followed this advice, and lived,
about eight months in Scotland : but could
{car ccly obferve any change for the better.
Farly in the year 1736, I refolved to go for
Ruflia, hoping that the voyage, and change of

;e air,
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air, would do me fome fervice, or at leaft that
I could but die ; and that was then a matter
of no comequence to me, whether it {hould
happen abroad, or at home.

Accordingly, in June I took fhipping for
London, and on the fifth day of July féll down
from Blackwall with the tide to Gravefend, in
a fhip commanded by Mr Thomas Belchier.

We arrived at Elfineur on the 10th, and at
Cronftadt on the 2¢th of July. This paflage
was' thought by many to be one of the quick-
eft ever made from ELondon.

But here the reader will halt a little, till I
fhall have told him of two trivial accidents
which happened to me before T left this hap-
py land of liberty and good fenfe.

The fhip having fallen down from London
to Blackwall, we dropped anchor for the night;
and the mafter went to London. My bro-
ther, the niate, two countrymen and I went
on fhore to {pend the evening: We ftaid a-
bout two hours, and were going to bid fare-
well to our countrymen, when the mate told
me, if I had any gold to change it, and pay
our {core; for, faid he, what I afterwards
found to be falfe, <¢ Britith filver is of greater
¢ value than our gold in Ruffia.” I then bid
the maid, (as our hoft and his wife were gone
to the country on a vifit) get me change fora
guinea. The maid foon came back with the
guinea, and faid fhe could get no filver for it;

when, as Iwas jult going to pay ourreckoning,
a
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a waterman entered the room, and told us that
he would go and get it exchanged for filver.
Upon enquiring, and the maid afluring us that
he was honeft, and well known to the whole
family, I accordingly gave him the guinea, but
never {aw him more.

Determined however to have juftice done
me next morning, we ftaid in the houfe tilt
nearly eleven o’clock at night, when we were
of a fudden furprifed with a female fcream,
which feemed to indicate great diftrefs. Ever
ready to contribute what help I could to the
afflited, I ran to the room to the relief of the
fair one, who, in an angry tone, told me,
<¢ that her houte was of good repute, that no-
“ thing of that kind had ‘ever happened be-
¢ fore that time, that fhe was miftrefs of the
¢ houfe, and that the man in the room with
‘¢ her was her hufhand, and that they hop-
““ed to get us punifhed for defaming her
““ houfe.” My anfwer was, ‘¢ Well, well,
‘¢ good woman, I have been cozened out of a
‘¢ guinea, and doubt not of getting fatisfac-
¢ tion ;”” and {o returned to my company.

Soon after this affair; a real or pretended
watchman entered our room with his lon
pole, and ordered us to bed. We defired
him to be gone, as we were honeft people,
and making no manner of difturbance. Our
mild anfwer made the fellow more bold, up=
on which we turned him out, and remained
quiet, till we were alarmed with the cry of the

fhip’s
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thip’s crew hoifting up the ‘anchor, which o-
bliged us to part with our honeft hoftefs, and
me to put up with the foolith lofs of my
ea. fig ,
In our paflage to Ruffia, I told our captain .
the whole tranfaétion. He defired the narra-
tion under my hand; this I readily gave him,
attefted by my brother, dnd the mate. In the.
year i 741, I was informed by Captain Belchier,
whom I met at that time in St Peterfburgh,
that his crew at their return to London went
to that houfe, got drunk upon the credit of
the guinea, and at laft prefented to the people
of the houfe my attefted declaration, as pay-
ment of their reckoning. The landlord and
his family threatened, the failors ran mad, and-
broke every thing, not leaving a {ingle glafs
window, nor any thing they could break, and
fo with great fatisfaction retreated to London.

€ H:A P I,
Of Elfincur and Cronflad:.

T Elfineur I went afhore, till the fhip-
. mafter difpatched fome bufinefs, which
was finifhed in Iefs than two hours; I can
therefore fay little about the people, only that
they {cemed to be very poor, but happy un-
der the government of their king. They were

extremely affable to us, I made only one ge-
neral
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-neral rerark concerning that town;, as I was
-in' no other, namely, that their native animals

were very {mall, except thcmiclves aud thexr
maftiff dogs.

At Cronftadt the fhipmafter told me that I
fhould pay my compliments, without lof5 of
_time, to the commander Admiral Gordon, clfe
it-would be very ill-taken : ~Accordingly T
-went with him' to a large palace, ‘where the
-Admiral lived. As I entered the door, 2 man,
ftanding with proper inflruments, ftopped me,
-and pointed to my {hoes, which were covered
with duft. He immediately cleaned them with
-as great art as if~he had been taught in Lon-
don. I offered him money, but a gentleman,
who was walking in the lobby, forbade me,
and, in good Englifh, afked me if I imagined
their Admiral was not able to pay his fervants
for doing their duty. ‘I excufed myfelf to
‘him, and obferved; that as I'imagined he was
a Briton, he knew it was the cuftom in that
country to give vails to gentlemens fervants.
He finiled, and told me that it 'was no cuftoin
in Ruffia, and that their ‘mafters took it'as a
very great aftront ; not only fo, but that it
made them ufelefs ; as they mif-{pent’ their
money, and negleéted their duty. I could
not deny the Juftice of his remark, and he
immediately in the moft obliging manner
fhewed me the room where the Admiral was.
The Admiral afked me a great many per-
tinent queftions, and, in {hort received he

with
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with that graceful cafe which is natural to
great minds. Amongft other things he afk-

ed me, Whether I had any acquaintances in
Ruffia? and, Whether I was recommended
to any perfons who could be of fervice to me?
My anfwer was, That I knew not a fingle per-
fon, nor did I afk for recommendations to a-
ny. He faid that a knowledge of bufinefs was
the beft recommendation in that country, but
at the fame time an introduction to the prin-
cipal overfeers, made every thing more eafy,
and told me, that ajthough Ruflia was but in
its infancy in moft branches of arts and learn-
ing, yet I would experience as finart an exa-
mination as in any country ; but doubted not
that I fhould meet with juftice. He then {poke
to a gentleman who was in company with
him, in the German language, and, after that,
defired me to wait upon that gentleman to-
morrow, who would give me a letter to the
Archiator, who was Prefident of the Medicine
Chancery, or College of Medicine, and that
probably the Archiator would order me to be
examined in a very few days; and, if I was
found qualified, he made no doubt of my be-
ing put in bufinefs without lofs of time. Next
morning I got the letter from the gentleman,
who was phyfician to the flect at Cronftadt.
My fhort ftay in Cronftadt, and my igno-
rance of fortification will not permit my giv-
mg an exact or fatisfatory account of the
plage: Suffice it however to fay, that it is, con-
: | fidering
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fidering its infancy, a port of no finall firength,
great fafety to fhipping,and good policy. The
port is a femicircle on the fouth fide of the
ifland, built from the bottom of the fea with
ftones, and topped above with a ftrong ftage
of timber, which fupports a great number of
the largeft cannon. From the middle of the |
femicircle, exactly oppofite the port or entry,
is built a large tongue, fo far into the harbour,
as to leave only room for fhips of the largeft
{ize to be warped in. Theroyal navyly moored
on the eaft fide, and fhipping from all trading
countries ly on the weft fide of the tongue.
Directly oppofite the port of this fine harbour,
at a litde diftance, is a fmall rock well forti-
fied, and furnifhed with large cannon, called
Crownflorz. No perfons are allowed to have
fire or candle aboard any fhip in the harbour:
A candle is allowed in great need; but the
candleftick muft be placed in a veflel with wa=
ter. All gun-powder is taken from the fhips
before they enter the harbour, and fecurely
put into the imperial magazines till the fhips
are warped out, and ready to fail. Cook-rooms
are built at a diftance from the fhips next
the city, in the harbour, fo that the water fur-
rounds them on all fides, where the feafaring
people are allowed to drefs their meat. Front-
ing this harbour. is a range of fine palaces,
built of brick, for the great {ea-officers, and
their different courts. Behind thefe buildings
is the city, confifting of many wooden houfes,
: : B and,
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and one of the finelt dry docks poflibly in the
world ; behind all which to the north is a large
line and ditch, reaching from eaft to weft, on
the rampart of ‘which are many baftions with
cannon. The whole ifland is natarally forti-
fied on the eaft, north, and weft, with {hallow
water and many rocks and {tones ; and the ci-
ty is alfo well fortified by art. The royal na-
vy here coniifts of about thirty fhips of war;
one of them, the Royal Ann, mounts 120
guns. The fortifications are defended by ma-
rines and failors. When any fhip is to be let
into the port, a foldier is placed on board, to
take care of fmuggling, and that the orders of
police be firictly complied with. Their au-
thority, if they behave well, is not {mall.
Every morning and evening a large boat, with
an officer, full of foldiers, is rowed round the
fhipping, and at every fhip the officer enquires,
If all is well ?

Two accidents happened whilft I was there,
of which I muft acquaint the reader. I bought
an anchor of brandy at Elfineur: Before we
dropped anchor at Cronftadt, I was informed
that the cuftom-houfe officers would carefully
vifit every cheft, and that my brandy would
ftand a bad chance, though it was in bottles.
The mate defired me to leave my key with
him, whilft T went with the Captain to wait on
the Admiral. At my return I was informed,
that fo foon as eight or ten of thefe cuftom-
houfe people faw the flafks, they feated them-

ejelves
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felves round with a view to drink, faying,
Boch dal, that is, ““ God hath {fent,” a very
common expreflion among the Ruflians, when
they accidentally meet with any good iack.
The mate, who was prefent, told them that
thofe bottles belonged to a dotor; that there
was poifon in fome of them, burt as the doétor
was gone afhore, it was impoflible for him to
fay which was good, or dangerous. Upon
this they rofe condoling their misfortunes.
The other is; A paffenger, who had a few
watches to difpofe of, and a dozen of new hats.
The failors, who had given him a good leffon,
fmuggled the watches eafily, but the hats coft
more trouble, as each failor could take only
one ata time on his head. At laft it was ob-
ferved by one of the cuftomhoufe foldiers in
a fhip which lay along fide of ours, that the
failors went afhore with new hats, but return-
ed either with old ones, or none.  This hap-
pened: juft as ‘the whole cargo had been fafely
landed over night. Next day, in the after-
- noon, as the paﬂ"enger was going afhore, tlie
difcovery was then made public; whereupon
the foldier feized him, and wanted to take the
watch from his pocket; for which, in place of
delivering it, he gave the foldier a box on the
ear; but the people on board inftantly fepa-
rated them, fo that none of them were hurt.
The foldier fivore revenge, and the mate, a
very ingenuous good lad, told me, that our
young paflenger was in no {mall' danger of
133 being-
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being feverely profecuted; becaufe, he faid,
which I afterwards found to be very true, that
the greateft general durft not firike a foldier
when upon duty; that ignorance of the lan-
guage was the beft, and indeed a good plea:
¢ But,” fays he, ¢ if you’ll take my advice,
¢ I hope to bring him oﬂ, at the going round
<< of the evening boat.” Accordingly the
imate and | caufed prepare a quart mug of
punch, but {o firong, that it was a: leaft half
{pirits, with a large proportion of fugar; this,
after having feigned to drink to each other, we
left on the capftain, and went into the cabbin,
pretending bufinefs. The foldier wanted to
talte the hquon ; he did fo, found it palatable,
tafted it again and again, and thus continued
tipling till he had emptied the mug, foolifhly
believing it fair drink, and that we had forgot
it. This was juit what the mate expected ;
for when the round returned, our {oldier was
faft afleep, and {fo dead drunk, that, when
roufed, he could not articulate one fenfible
word. The mate told the officer, that he could
not take upon bim to anfwer for what might
be done in the ﬂ:up, as the {oldier was a thief,
and was drunk, fleeping on the deck, with
liquor he had ftolen whilft we were en-
gaged in buiinefs below ; that he believed he
was drunk in: the morning, having without
the leaft reafon abufed one of the paflengers,
and wanted to rob him of his watch. The
officer coming aboard, and finding the man
quite
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quite ftupid, changed him immediately for an-
other; and forry was I next morning to ice
him feverely whipped with rods, The foldier
on board the other thip, I was told, was afraid
to complain to his officer, as he had not done
his duty, when he at firft made the obferva-
tion ; for which neglect he would have been
feverely punithed, But the other, that was
punithed, {ixffered for two crimes in one ac-
tion ; the ficlt was, in taking what was not
his own, and the next, in getting drunk, efpe-
cially when upon his duty.

CHAP. IIL

The author fers out from Cronfiadr, and arrives
in St Petersburg.

AVING flaid in Cronftade three days, I

. went in a long boat to St Peterfburg,
which is about 20 miles diftant from Cron-
ftadt. We failed up the end of the gulf of
Finland, which, to the eaft of Cronfladt, may
be about nine or ten miles broad: The coun-
try on both {ides is a rifing country, covered
over, as we thought, with lofty trees, moftly firs,
which forms an agreeqblc profpect from the
water ; but there is much cleared ground, tho’
in our fituation we could fee but lIittle of it.
The wind blowing high, and cafterly, accom-
panied with fuch thunder and rain as I never

{aw
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faw before, and the ftorm encreafing to fuch
a degree, that we were happy in getting our
boat under the cover of trees, and moored
on the weft fide of Vafilie ifland; where, all
wet, we covered ourfelves with the fails, and
lay till the morning, near a haven called the
Galley port, or Galerna haven.

On Sunday morning we failed up the north
branch of the Neva, having Vafilie Oftroff or
ifland to the fouth, and the caftle to the north
fide, both fhores well covered with barks, and
{hips of a {ialler fize: We at Jaft arrived in
the city,and lodged at the only Bridifh pubic
houfe in it, kept by one Frazer a Scotfinan.

CHA e
Concerning St Petersburgh.

‘ERE Edo not propofe to defcribe this citys,

but only to take notice of the more re-.
markable places, of the royal palaces, different
courts, curiofities, cuftoms, and policy of the
city ; which, by the bye, is a pattern to all
the reft. of the cities in Ruflia. Tho” there
are {everal different palaces in the eity, I fhall
only mention three. The moft ancient and
moft refpected, is a finall houfe, which was
buile by the founder of the city, and father
of the grandeur of the Ruffian empire, Peter
the Great, It is built of weod, confifting of
Y
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a fimall kitchen, a room to do bufinefs in and
dine, and a finall bed-chamber, little bigger
than a large bed-ftead. It has a gallery round
it covered, where that great emperor ufed to
walk in rainy weather, or when the heat of
the {un was intolerable. :

 The firft boat built in Peterfburgh by hlm,
is placed at the end of this palace and both
houfe and boat are covered over with a fhade
of timber, to preferve them from the injuries
of the air. It ftands on the north fidc of the
river Neva, near the citadel. The next pa-
lace ftands on the fouth fide, is alfo built of
wood, and is called the fummer palace. This
was alfo faid to be built by the great Peter;
but it differs much from the former, being a
very great building, containing a good many
. fpacious rich rooms, well fupplied with the
richeft furniture, having the Neva on the
north, and very {pacious gardens to the {fouth,
in which are feveral pleafure-houfes, pavili-
ons, fhell-works, water-works, fine {flatues,
and a private play-houfe, with a beautiful
lake, well ftored with fith, which will {wim
to you upon tolling a bell on a ftage, whence
they get the grofs of their food.

Before this palace there is a very fmall fhip
mounting {ix finall cannon, faid to have been
built by a Ruffian peafant,and prefented to the
areat Peter, who called it Dadufhka or grand-
father, and obliged every fhip, which was

built
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buile at St Peterfburgh, to pay their refpects

to it.

About half a2 mile down the fouth fide of
the Neva, ftands a noble pile of flone, a
very large {quare, containing a great number
of {pacious rooms : This is called the winter

ce. It is probably one of the fineft build-
ings in Europe ; but the infide far outdoes
the outfide. Surely no palace has nobler fur-
niture, made of the fineft materials, and re-
markable for the moft exquifite workman-
fhip. In this fquate are lodged, not only the
royal family, its retinue and attendants, but
alfo the guards on duty, which are faid to be
500, and are changed every morning. A-
bout a quarter of a mile fouth from the Neva,
is another beautiful wooden palace built up-
on a canal. I never was within it, but was
told that it furpafled all the reft in gilding,
rich finithing and furniture, as it was built
by the late empre{s Elizabeth ; and it is pro-
bably very true, as fhe loved grandeur, and
in her conceits never confidered expence.
There are two others of lefs note.

The fupreme court, which abfolutely rules
the whole Ruifian empire, and all other infe-
rior courts, is called the cabinet. In it the
monarch prefides ; and, with the advice of
two or three principal officers of ftate, decides
all fecret, perplexed, troublefome, and weigh-
ty affairs ; nor do they give notice of any of
their tranfactions to any other gourt, except

they
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they judge it neceflary ; and this is always
done by way of a royal command, againfl
which there is no addrefling, but by way of
petition in the humbleft manner, never find
ing nor even infinuating the fialleft fault,
but refpeétfully reprefenting the real ftate
of the cafe, and moft humbly entreating
re-confideration of the affair ; but this is
never done till the monarch is verbally and
cautioufly informed of the matter, and the
great minifters of ftate are gained over to
aflit heartily in a repeal ; for, fhould they
at in a lefs cautious manner, it would fur-
prize none, if all the members of the inferior
court were punifhed with death, as even the
high {enate itfelf is not exempted.

The next two great courts are thofe of
commerce and foreign affairs : Their names
imply their natures. No court interferes
with the bufinefs of another, except in fome
very particular cafes.

The next' court is the high fenate ; it con-
fifts of many or few members, as the monarch
commands ; 24 or 36 are commonly the
number : They have a prefident ordained by
the cabinet. In this court all inland affairs
are debated and difcufled ; but an appeal
may be made to the cabinet : However, the
appellant muft be fure that juftice is on his
fide ; for, fhould it prove otherways, no lefs
than death is the punifhment. This is the
fupreme court of juftice and policy, to which
all the courts of Ruffia, and all the provinces

C in
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in it, muft refort and addre(s for directions
and relief. - This court .is conftantly kept
where the Emprefs refides ; that, in cafe of
any difficulty, redrefs and directions may be
had without lofs of time.

The next two courts feem to be pretty e-
qual in power and honour; they are the war-
office and admiralty : They decide all affairs
relating to the army and fleet, under the di-
rection only of the cabinet. If money is want-
ed they apply to the fenate, if their demands
are reafonable ; but if refufed or delayed,
they only may, without danger of punifh-
ment, apply to the cabinet. in all thefe courts,
which confift of many members, the propo-
fal is firft debated, then the younge{t mem-
“bers opinions are afked ; and when the majo-
rity agree to it, it then becomes a law ; but
the minority have it in their power not to
{ubfcribe the refolution, without finding fault
with it, thould the refolution afterwards be
-dilapproved by the cabinet; thofe who did
not fubfcribe it are never cenfured Every
member has a right to fubfcribe, and, if a-
greeable to his confcience, he ought to do it.
Every dubious matter is . reprefented to the
cabinet for their approbation. If they a&
according to the regulations eftablithed by
Peter the Great, they never can be found cul-
pable, altho’, for weighty reafons, the cabi-
net fometimes do at leaft modify, if not al-

ter, thofe regulations,
The
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~ The kit court is the policy: In every pro-
vince there is a general provincial policy, and
every city has a private policy. Fhe inferiors
muft report regularly to their fuperiors. But
all the provinces in Ruffia ‘muft report to Sg
Peterfburgh-policy, and obey their orders.
The policy is of very great ufe, and a great
protection of the innocent and induftrious, as
it, without lofs of time, apprehends, and pu-
nifheth all fuch as are guilty of finaller crimes,
takes up, sexamines, and punifheth all ‘idle
people, and vagrants, of whatfoever condition
or rank. This way of exprefling myfelf, by
faying vagrants’ of whatfoever conditien or
rank, may appear flrange to Britons; but it
is, notwithftanding, extremely compatible with
the conflitutions of that abfolute empire; for
every nobleman and geatleman is obliged to
ferve the ftate, either in a civil or military ca-
pacity. Now there are {fome who abfcond ;
and {uch I term vagrants: For when they are
difcovered, they will, though of the beft fa-
mily, be {tized by the policy, and fent to the
department to which they belong, to fland
trial; and the confequences of it. It is to be
obferved here, that no court ean try any per-
fon belonging to another department, except
for capital crimes’; and in the courts of war
and admirality, they are always tried by a
court-marfhal, of which I fhall {ay {omething
prefently.  No perfon whatfoever can travel

fronm.
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from one city or province to another, with-
out a paflport from the department to which
he properly belongs, fpecifying the num-
ber of his attendants. Any gentleman may
grant a paflport to any of his houfehold,
but it muft have annexed to it the policy feal.
Peter the Great was fo very careful to prevent
people travelling without proper paflports, that
he conftantly ufed them him{elf, and had them
regularly booked. Thus at this day even am-.
bafladors, and field-marfhals at the head of
their victorious armies, muft have paflports,
and confequently all inferiors muft {ubmit to
the fame regulation. It would be thought a
great mark of flavery to be conftrained to have
a paflport from Edinburgh to London, and
that this paflport muft be examined at every
city through which the perfon pafleth. Icannot
deny that itis {o; but flill, infuchan extenfive
country as Ruflia, I imagine it is very neceflary,
and for the good of the people. The defign
~ does not feem calculated only to keep people
under great fubjection, butto prevent idle peo-~
ple from going about to rob, plunder, or fteal
from their neighbours, and to prote¢t the inno~
cent, diligent, and ufeful fubject, and alfo to
bring a {inall revenue into the treafury. Sup-
pofe one with aregular paflport,travelling from
St Peterfburgh to Mofcow, is robbed and mur-
dered on the road, his friends are not long
before they fufpect it. They immediately ap-
ply to the policy. The policy give notice in
the
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the news-paper, and without lofs of time fend
off couriers to all towns through which he was
defigned to pals, and orders to inferior poli-
cies to report when that perfon pafled through
their diftricts; at laft, e. g. they find that he
pafled through Novogorod, but after that ne-
ver was feen on the whole road to Mofcow.
The governor of Novogorod iflues out orders
for his dragoons to purfue, and raife the whole
country, to {cour the deferts and woods. The
country people at fuch a time never fail to
feize all fufpected perfons, nor dare they hai-
bour any who have no paflport; unlefs they
are refolved to fuffer death. They alfo {fend
off exprefles toall the neighbouring provinces,
Every perfon is ftrictly examined. Thus the
reader will fee it is next to impofiible that
rogues or robbers fhould efcape, unlefs upon
the borders. And although the robbers are
foon {eized, and punifhed with torture and a
cruel death, the governor fhall {carcely efcape
degradation ; and though he f{hould have the
greateft intereft, he will yet be {ure to meet
with a very fevere reprimand, and threaten-
ed if he does not keep better order, and a more
{trit out-look for the future. He is alfo
muléted, to make good at leaft what value was
loft, when the unhappy man was murdered.
The governor muit bear all this ; but he alio
muléts his inferiors. Thus you {ee how much
it behoves every one to take great care of the
traveller ; for if he is taken ill of any natural

difeafe,
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- difeafe, and death enfues, a firi¢t inquifition
is made about every circumftance of his dif-
eafe, what attendants he had, and what was
done for his relief, that it may give his friends
fatisfaction, and that they may recover what
value he had, which his books or his atten-
dants fhall difcover. The great ufe of the po-
licy will appear from two remarkable inftances
~which I fhall here recite.

When the late great field-marfhall Prince
Michael Golitzin was a child, his mother (the
old prince being dead) went out to the coun-
try, with her numerous family, to pafs a
month in the {fummer, for the benefit of the
country air in the hot weather. She left Mof*
cow late in the afternoon with a numerous
retinue, which, according to her rank, were
well provided with arms. They had not tra-
velled fifteen miles till they were attacked by
a very great band of robbers. There were
feveral noblemen and gentlemen of the army
with her, who encouraged the fervants, and
behaved themfelves {o gallandly, that they kil-
led and wounded a good many of the robbers,
not without lofs on their own fide : however,
they could take no prifoners, and were even
glad that it was no worfe. At the beginning
of the conflict, the waggon, in which were
the young prince with fome of his brothers
and fifters, was in the rear. The waggoner,
at the very beginning, turned the horfes, and
drove for Mofeow with all fpeed, and loft no
. ' ame




T R ~As Vi E £ ~S:r 23

time in acquainting the policy with what had
happened,who,withall poflible expedition, fent
off anumerous party to purfue and apprehend
the robbers, who had built a cave in the middle
of a thicket of thorns in a wood, and had ﬁp
well taken care of tracks, that the party, though
they {oon mect with their horfes, were fome
time before they found out themfelves. How-
ever, they were at laft difcovered, apprehend-
ed, and carried to Mofcow, where they were
tried, convifted, and condemned to a moft
cruel and ignominious death, which they de-
fervedly fuffered. 2
The next inftance was that of a robbery, as
I had it from a noble lady of great honour. A
relation of her’s, an old maiden lady, but very
rich, kept a girl as waiting woman, for whom
“{he had a great regard. A young fellow came
frequently about the houfe to {ell ribbands,
_beads, and other trinkets. During two or
tioree months, he became perfetly acquainted
with all the principal {ervants, and having got
.a thorough knowledge of the houfe, he made
his addrefles to the lady’s waiting-woman,
‘gave her many pretty prefents, told her that
“he was the fon of a rich merchant in Siberia,
but had fpent a fum of money fince his arri-
val in Mofcow, and therefore intreated her to
let none in the houfe know his affairs nor his
parentage. When he had obtained her con-
Aent to marry him, he got her alfo perfuaded,
tho’ againft her inclination, not only to make
b 3 5
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a private elopement from her good lady, but
alfo to carry off her ftrong box, in which there
was not only a round fum of ready {pecie, but
alfo all the lady’s jewels. Tt was in the win-
ter {feaion ; he had a fledge and a pair of good
horfes ready, and fuddenly drove her out of
Mofcow to a pit, where they throw all the dead
bodies of felons and fuicides, and {fuch as have
no relations ; there they ly and are buried by
a bithop once every year. At their arrival,
the villain ordered her to prepare for imme-
diate death, telling her that this place was the
burial houfe of felons, and, as he had brought
her there, he was determined to put her to
death. A peafant, fome time before, going
home drunk from Mofcow, and not being
able to weather the cold, and an extraordi-
nary drift of fnow, went under the cover of
this pit, and fell afleep, but, by the noife of
the threatenings of the villain, and the impor-
tunities of the poor girl, was not only waken-
ed, but overheard their difcourfe. He, both
brave and refolute, iflued out, making a ter-
rible noife, and threatened the villain, who,
frightened out of his wits, leapt into the fledge,
and inftantly drove off, leaving the maid with
her drunken, but generous deliverer. This in-
cident was very lucky for them both, becaufe
had it not happened, the maid would certain-
ly have been murdered, and the poor man
‘had very likely been frozen to death. When
the gu-l had recovered the ufe of her reafon,

con.ﬁncd
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the informed the peafant of every thing the
had done, and all that fhe knew of the vil-
fain.  Upon this he congratulated her, but
carried her direétly to the police, where they
both made oath of what they knew: but as
they themfclves were unknown, they were
confined till next day, when a meflage was
fent to the lady, acquainting her with what
had happened: =~ The goed old lady ufed all
her influence to preferve her fervant from the
punifhment due, procured her a pardon from
the Empre(s, took her home, and got her
comfortably married.

The police however loft no time in makmg
proper {earch for the villain, and in a very
few days got him,when; being convicted of his
crime, he was broken on the wheel; and the la-
dy got back almoft the whole value fhe had
loft.” Long after this affair, the lady herfélf
happernied to be a, patient of mine, and con-
firmed the foregoing account which I have
given of it: From thefe two inftances then,the
great ule of a good policy in a defpotic nation,
is obvious to every one:

C HA BV

Concerning the Policy of the Medicine ijai!rer‘y
and Council

EFORE I proceed to profecute my
Journal, it will not, I hope; be deemed:
improper
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improper or unpleafing, that I here give fome
account of the medical department, and of
its powers and regulations, to which I be-

longed fifteen years.
The {upreme regulations of medical affairs

were inftituted by Peter the Great, who, when
in Holland, got acquainted with a Scotch
Gentleman, Dr Frikine. Peter loved this
phyfician, and prevailed upon him to go to
Ruffia: He gave him great encouragment, he
was declared to be the Emperor’s principal
‘Phyfician, and Director-General of all Phy-
ficians, Surgeons, Apothecaries and their de-
pendents within that vaft empire, and Chan-
cellor of a court, called the Medicine Chan-
cery; where every thing relating to that bufi-
nefs, and all the branches of it are determined.
Peter alfo, as I was well informed, prefled
“the Doctor to be one of his privy council; but
of this honour he would never accept ; as he
alledged, that alcho’ the Emperor had no dif-
ficulty of getting him acknowleged as fuch
by the whole empire, yet he was certain, fuch .
a ftep would not fail to procure him, or any
other foreigner, many enemies: But it was
believed, that notwithftanding this,the Empe-
ror very frequently confulted him. It was
Dr Erlkine who erected the Medicine Chan-
cery, and planned out the fundamental regu-
fations of it which are in force at thisday. The
‘Doctor was Prefident of this Chancery, and
appointed a Phyfician (two fecretaries and

many
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many writers, &c.) as Vice Prefident ; whofe
bufinefs it is to go to the Chancery once or
twice a day, and ftay in it two hours at leaft,
in the forenoon; and, if needful, as many in
the afternoon; he receives all reports from all -
the provmccs in Ruffia, from the armies, and
fleet: He is obliged to acquqmt the Prefident
every morning and evening with whatever
happens, and takes his directions, and iffies
out orders accordingly. There is one Chan~
cery in St Petersburg, and one in Mofcow.
The one is {fubordinate to the other, as the
court is at cither of thefe places. The Chance-
'y, upon any extraordinary affair, immediately
conveens fuch a number of phyficians and
fargeons as the prefident fhall think proper,
nor may any of them be abfent, except they
are fick. On the principal chaneery does every
branchof the medical affair abfblutely depend;.
nor dares any one practife in Ruflia, till he be
examined and mund qualified, either by the
Chancery or its deputies, and get a written
teflintonialof his qualiﬁmrions. All phyficians
muft fubmit to this regulation, which effec-
tually prevents quackry of all kinds. Somefew
quacks however, there are, the’not in the im--
perial fervice ; but if any thing eurious, un--
common, or remarkable, happens in their
practice, they muft immediately report the
cale to the Medicine chancery. 'The chan-
eery buys =p all drugs, and takes care that

L. every.
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every drug be good of its kind, Thefe are
delivered over to the principal apothecaries
who muft account for every ounce., There
are indeed fome private apothecaries ; but
they are as much fubject to the rules ot the
chancery as thofe employed by the empire.,
Every army of 40,000 men are allowed
two phyficians and a {urgeon-general. Every
regiment is allowed one {urgeon and a
mate : and every company is allowed two
young men, who can let blood, {pread and
apply plaifters, and do many other finall
things. The regimental furgeons muilt be
obedient to tie directions of the phyficians
and their general-furgeon, either jointly or
feparately, The apothecaries muft inflantly
difpenfe what medicines the furgeons require
for the ufe of the regiments, if attefied by
‘the furgeon-general, or any of the phyficians,
The general hofpital of the army muit be vi-
fited by the phyficians and furgeon-general,
at lealt twice every week ; and every regi-
mental-hofpital, as often as pofiible, during
the fummer. . The furgeons muit vifit all
their {ick twice every day, and if any extra-
ordinary cafe. happens, they muft report it
without lofs of time to the furgeon-general;
and every regimental furgeon muil report
every month the ftate of the regiment, du-
ring the preceding month, to their furgeon-
general,  The jm'geon-gcner':.l makes out a
general report of the fick of the whole
army,
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army, which, being figned by one of the
phyficians and hjm, is fent to the Medicine-
chancery, by which means the Empre(s or
cabinet, can every month, fee the {tate of the

army, in refpect of health and ficknefs. Ex-
.ccpt for crimes of the deepeft dye, no colo-
nel dara arreft or otherways moleft their
fargeons; becaufe they are accountable only
to the medical department for their acti=
ons; and if they neglet their duty they are
{everely pumﬂled

In cafe of an accufation by a commander
againt the furgeon, a memorial is made out,
and fent to the furgeon-general, He is ob-
liged immediately to take ¢ognizance of  the
crime : If it is of fuch a nature, that he
thinks the fick are not to be longer trufted
to the furgeon, he appoints another, puts
the furgeon under arreft, and reports to the
chancery : The chancery orders, with the ap-
probation and confent of the war-oflice, 3
council of war to fit upon the accufed, con~
{ifting of five officers, and two old {urgeons:
Whatever is done, is figned and fealed up,
and fent to the chancery, who have it in
their power to put the fentence in execution,
or elfe, (which frequently happens) to mode-
vate the feverity of it,

C H A P
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CH AP NI
Concerning the Hofpitals in St Petersburgh.

ETER the Great erected two royal grand
hofpitals in St Peterfburg. A defeription

of them will fuffice to make any perfon fenfi-
ble of the nature of the fervice in every ho-
{pital in Ruffia, as there is no difference in
the regulations. One is for the army, the
other for the fleet. They are joined together,
compleating three fides of a very large
{quare, In the middle of the fide facing the
viver Neva, is a fine church for the ufe of both
hofpitals ; the wards are very well contrived;
the building is two ftories high, and covered
galleries go quite round both hofpitals, {o
as any perfon may walk without being ex-
pofed to the injuries of the weather. At each
corner of each hofpital is a noble theatre, and
diffecting chamber. I have known nine freth
bodies in it at once, belonging to the fea
hofpital.  The theatre is large enough to
contain two or three hundred f{pectators.
Here are kept a very great number of curiofi-
ties, and chirurgical cafes injected, or other-
ways preferved. It would be agreeable to
the curious to have a hiftorical catalogue and
defcription of thefe curiofities ; fome of my
“preparations are thought worthy of a place
there.  Centinels are placed o as to f{uffer
i A D none.
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none to go out or come in to the hofpital,
except proper perions. Several phyficians
belong to them ; a fuperior furgeon, and
five ordinary furgeons, -ten {ub-furgeons or
mates, and twenty {tudents to each. A pro-
fefTor of botany teaches the ftudents of both
hofpitals. Each hofpital has a profeffor of
medicine and furgery, and a profeflor of
anatomy, and a limner is appointed to teach
{ftudents to draw any part of the human
body. The Profeflors of medicine, furgery,
and anatomy, are obliged to teach and ex-
amine twice every week in their feveral ho-
pitals ; but fo that the ftudents of both
“may attend each profeflor.

The profeflor of botany teaches every
lawful day, during the fummer.  [f any very
difficult chirurgical operation is to be per-
formed, the profeflor of anatomy is operator,
unlefs he appoints one whom he can truft <
but both phyficians and {urgeons fhould be
prefent. .

If there has been any difpute about a dif-
‘eafe, of which a patient died, the body muft
not be interred until the caufe of death is dif*
covered by anatomical difquifition ; and the
profeffor has a right to diffect a part of any
dead body before burial: For the bodies of all
malefactors; fuicides, and allwho die in jail be~
fore execution, are fent to thefe hofpitals.
‘Every morning at {ix o’clock, the bell warns
the furgeons to get ready : At feven, it fig-

nifies
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nifies their immediate attendance in the ward,
where thofewhoarc weunded,ulcerated, or have
fractured bonesy ordiflocated joints, are kept,
or muft make their repair from the other
wards : In an inftant all hands are at work,
until all the ordinary patients are drefied.

- Then fucceed confultations about patients
labouring under more troublelomic dileales ¢
Ordinarily, young furgeons give their opini-
ons firll, and 10 on till the eldeft, joined with
thofe of the phyficians and operator. Every
one has a right to plead : The greateft nun-
ber carry their defign, i’ {upported by either
a phyfician, or a {urgeon of known abilitics.
When the operation is performed, the caule of
the difeafe is always difcovered, if'it be a mem-
ber ; and when death happens; the caufe of
it is likewife frequently developed ; but ne
man is found faule with, tho® his opinion
thould not be juit ; but ftill it does him great
honour who foretold what happened.

I cannot help here relating a calg, which
happened whilt T acterrded that hofpital. = At
the exhibition of grand fire-works for the tak-
ing of Afoph from the Turks, the tail of a
rocket fell upon the head, and fractared the
{kull of a failor, who was immediately carried
to thehofpital. Dr Mounfeyand I attended, but
could then neither fpeak the language of the
- country, nor high Germain, and but with few
who underftood Latin. The operator afked our

oplmon. We both{ranklytold him, that notwich-
flanding
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{ftanding they could not difcover any fraGure
by any means they had tried, and that altho’
the fkull was laid bare, by a large wound, in
which they could difcover no fratture, we
were yet of opinion there was a fracture near
that place; and thought that the trepan thould
be applied without lofs of time.  The reft did
not join with us; but the profeflor faid that
he fufpected what we advanced was but too
true. A day or two after that (for neither of
us would take care of him, as our advice was
rejected) Dr Mounfey and I, both then very
young, obferved that the patient was very {tu-
pid, which daily encreafed, and that his eyes
weremuchinflamed, and had not their faculties;
that the {laver run conftantly from his mouth,
and that he feemed quite infenfible of pain.

We, talking concerning him, and {feeming
to {mile, were obferved by the fupreme
furgeon, a proud man, and of no great learn-
ing, who defired My Hanhart, profeflor of
anatomy, to alk of wus ¢ the caufe of
our mirth > 'We were {imple enough to tell
him, which was the caufe of great jealou-
{y ever after ; and I doubt mot of our
being o {peedily ordered to the fervice of
the navy.

A few days thereafter, the doctor and ¥
returned to the hofpital. I went to the
chamber of anatomy (having been appointed
to affift the profeffor to prepare leflons
of anatomy fome time before -that) ac-

cording
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cording to cuftom : The door was made faft
with a bit of twine {ealed, which, in Ruflia, is
reckoned more facred than even a lock. I,
however, imagining it had been done by {fome
young men, thought nothing of it, (becaufe
I had an undoubted right, by order of the
Medicine-chancery ; nor could even the pro-
feflor deprive one of this right,but by a coun-
ter-order from the chancery,) and therefore,
with my knife, eafily made the door open ;
and obferved a new body, fewed up in a ma-
tre{s, ready for burial. I inftantly cut that
open allob, knew the face,and found that they
had fawn the fkull through, and not only
found a great fra¢ture, but many finall ones;
and, in place of the left lobe of the brain, that
{pace was full of putrid matter, &c. I in-
ftantly acquainted Dr Mounfey ; and left the
body, without pretending to conceal what we
had been about. Whillt we were talking of
this affair, a young man, who {poke La-
tin well, came and afked us, If we knew who
had been in the anatomy-room ? I told him
all we had done ; and that I was ignorant
the door had been made faft by order, or that
a feal to a door, that properly belonged to
me, could prevent my entrance, unlefs or-
ders from the chancery were countermanded,
of which I thought I ought previoufly to have
been made acquainted, and finally that I
fhould petition the Chancery properly con-
cerning it. 'When he had reported what was

' edaid
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faid to the firft furgeon, a council was called,
and I was afterwards affured, that this affair
had put them in no fimall fright. Left I had
put my threats in execution, the profeffor
invited Dr Mounfey and me to fupper, and
enjoined us fecrecy. He told us that he could
not have his will for the firit furgeon, who
had great friends at court, and was alfo pro=
tected by the archiator ; and that fuch pro-
tection was the principal caufe of his almoft
always having had a majority of votes againit
him.  Tho’ this affair has but a very bad ap-
pearance, yet many excellent operations were
performed, and many notable cures perfected
during my ftay in this holpital.

From this ward, the furgeons proceed with
the phyficians throughall the remaining wards:
The furgeons mates write down in a day-book
what the phyficians order for every peri'on}
to which book their names and difeafes are
prefixed. After all the patients have been vi-
fited, the furgeons mates go with their ftu-
dents to the apothecary, where they attend
till the medicines are prepared ; carry them
to the refpeétive wards, and exhibit them as
was directed : One of the furgeons in ordi-
nary watches by turns (this is called dcjozu‘) in
the hofpital every day ; nor is it lawtul for
him, who is on watch, to go out of the ho-
fpical, unles he get another furgeon to {up-
ply his place ; and they muft both go to the
furgeon in chief, and acquaint him with their

agreement

-
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agreement.  The reft of the furgeons may at-
tend their private patients, but muft return at
7 o’clock p. m. The mates, as they are not al-
lowed to practife, nor the ftudents, can go
no where from the hofpital, without leave
from the principal furgeon.

Reports of the number of fick entered,
cured, dead, and remaining, with the names
of the different difeafes, are regularly fent to
the Chancery every week, There are no want
of all forts of attendants. The beft of food
is plentifully allowed them by the phyficians
order, as alfo drinks and decoctions of all
kinds ; nor are the moft expenfive wines {pa-
red, when neceflary, If a complaint is made
either of the phyficians, furgeons, or their
mates, for non-attendance one day, they are
muléted in one month’s falary ; and, on thofe
who bear no rank, corporal punithment is in-
flicted.

By every hofpital is appointed an officer
whofe bufinefs it is to provide all forts of pro-
vifions, and keepa juft account of the fame: A
number of writers are appointed to afiift him.
He has alfo the charge of the foldiers who
keep watch about thc hofpital, but can punifh
none without liberty from the principal fur-
geon. The prefidents of the admiralty and
war-office either go themielves, or depute o-
thers to fee that every thing is in gjood order;
and the commanders in chief of lefs hofpitals,

at greater diftance from court, attended by a
filcal
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filcal, enquire every week, If the fick have
good wholefome provifions, and well-dreffed,
according to the phyiicians orders ? Though
the phyficians, furgeons, &w. give due ats
tendance, yet if any complaint is made, which
1 have known to happen, ftrict inquifition will
follow ; but if the complaint is groundlefs, the
patient who made it is carefully cured, and,
when difmifled, is feyerely whipped before the -
‘whole command. _

If a delirious man is difcontented, no no-
tice is taken of his complaints. It is a regu-
lation through all Ruffia, that every furgeon,
whether in the fervice or not, is obliged in dif~
ficult cafes to call for the advice of fome regu-
lar phyfician or fenior furgeon, whether the
cafe is internal, or purely chirurgical ; nor
dare any furgeon perform an operation on a=
ny perfon, without previoufly having had the
advice and concurrence of fuch, if poflible to
be got. If the patient fhould die, or have
reafon to complain, the prefumptuous furgeon
would not efcape punithment. Where there
is difficulty or danger, even phylficians are o-
bliged to call the advice of others, if to be had ;
and if they neglect to do fo, and death fhould
follow, they will not efcape punifhment. I
knew two phyficians who, for {uch neglect and
malpractice, were inftantly expelled the fer-
vice. No apothecary dare give medicines with-
out orders from a phyfician or furgeon. At
every grand apothecary’s thop a good furgeon

is
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is appointed with a fufficient falary to attend
daily two hours forenoon and afternoon, to
give advice to the poor; and if fuch are not
ablé to pay for the medicines, the apothecary
notwithftanding difpenfeth them, and placeth
fuch to the aid of the Emprefs. If any per-
fon, not having a licence from the Medicine
Chancery, fhould prefume to give medicines
to patients, the penalty is no lefs than to fuf-.
fer the knute, to be fent to the galleys during
pleafure, and confifcation of all he has, one
half for the Emprefs, the other to the inform-
er. If any attendant or fervant fhould give
any medicines, meats or drink, to a fick per-
fon, not authorifed by the phyfician, he fhall
‘not, when difcovered, efcape a fevere whip-

png:

2 K B i
Concerning military regulations.

ONcERNING military affairs,I am afraid,

I can fay but little to the fatisfaction “of

the gentlemen of that honourable profeffion.
However, the following is a fair account of the
military regulations in the Ruflian empire. In
general, every perfon of the fimalleft diftinction
in the imperial fervice hath fome rank : Thus,
for inftance, a fhip builder is a Colonel, and
gets the honour of that character paid him in
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all places. A Generaliffimo is the higheft of-
ficer in the army ; Field-marfhall, General
Lieutenant-general, Major-general, Briga-
dier, and fo on, form the feveral gradations,
and end in the enfign. = The inferior ought
to report daily to his fuperior concerning the
truft repofed in him ; and his reports muft be
true, elfe he ftands a chance of being reduced
by a court-martial. Every inferior muit rea-
dily obey the orders he gets from his {fuperior,
no matter how dangerous; and if an inferior
is ordered on irregular duty, he dares not dif~
obey the orders, but has it in his power to
complain of his commander; and if it thould
- be found that he has aéted contrary to the re-
gulations, unlefs the inferior pardon him be-
fore the court-martial is ended, the fuperior
runs a great rifque of being rendered inca-
pable, at leaft for a time, during which he has
neither rank nor falary. If a {uperior ftrikes
an inferior, which fometimes happens in drun-
ken {quabbles, when the complaint is made,
fuppofe by an enfign, the fuperior officer is
obliged (let his rank be what it will) to ap-
pear before the whole command of which he
is fuperior, and there on his knees beg pardon
of the gentleman, receive the fame blows from
the provoft, and pay three years {alary to him
whom he had injured.
If a fuperior infults an inferior, by names
or language beneath a gentleman to give or
take, he will be obliged before the command,

on
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on his knees to beg pardon, acknowledge his
fault, and pay three years falary to the infe-
rior he had infulted.

C BEATP, © VL
Differences of ranks in the ﬂr:et and army.

HE higheft officer in the fleet is Lord
: high Admiral, and after him are the Ad-
miral, Viee-admiral, Reer-admiral, Commo-
dore, Captain, and {0 on, down to the midfhip-
man, who ranks with a lieutenant in the army.

The higheft officers in the fleet and army
are equal, and take their precedency only from
the dates of their commiflions. A commodore
is brigadier ; a captain in the navy is colonel 3
a lieutenant is primier major; and the regula-
tions by way of command is much the {ame
as in the army.

If a fuperior officer, whether in the fleet,
army, artillery, or engineer, arrives in any gar-
rifoned city, the commander of which is an in-
ferior, he immediately makes his repair to
him, reports the ftate of the garrifon, de-
mands his written orders, parole, ¢&ve. and
thus refigns the command, while his {upe-
rior refides in the place. Whenever a gene-
ral officer enters a fortified place, a number
of cannon are difcharged, to denote the qua-

: ity
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lity of the ftranger, that every one may take
notice of, and properly refpect him.

The late Emprefs Elizabeth, however, cau-
fed the officers; who had that honour done
them, immediately pay the expence of the {a-
lute ; which is not great, in regard they have
all the materials, and make as good powder as
any in Europe.

CH AP, IX
© The different degrees of honour in the army.

HE army has different degrees of prece-
dency. The guards are the moft ho-
nourable, the cuirafliers are next, the dragoons
fucceed, the infantry are the laft of regulars,
but one regiment demands the poft of ho-
Tour according to the date of their creations
The irregular: light horfe called huzzars are
next in place : The Coffack granadier regi-
ments preceded by the Coffack horfe, are the
laft, except the Barbarian Calmuicks. Over
and above thefi* are the trains of artillery, a
moft glorious body of men. The cannon and
mortars are all of brafs. The engineers are
likewife very honourably refpeéted ; their offi-
cers are equal in rank with thofe of the fleet.
In St Peterfburg is a large palace, and ma-
ny buildings belonging to it, as alfo a large
fine garden : it formerly belonged to Prince
x Mentzicoff,
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Mentzicoff. This man was, I think, difgraced
in the Emprefs Ann’s reign, when every thing
he had was confifcated for the Emprefs’s ufe.
This great palace was allotted for the education
of poor gentlemen’s children in the military
way, and the children of forecigners who had
ferved the empire, and is cailed the Caders
Core. In my time, it was {aid to give good
lodging to fifteen hundred, with their officers ;
now, I am told, the number is two thoufand.
A general officer, with a gooed falary and
lodging, is commander in chief. They are
divided into companies ; every company has
a captain, lieutenant and enfign, with rank
equal to the guards. They are all lodged in
this houfe, and there is but one grand entry
into it.  Children are received at the.age of
feven years. Here they are taught all the
European languagces, writing, arithmetic, ma-
thematicks, and every branch of natural phi-
lofophy, painting, dancing, and fencing.  One

hundred mount guard daily, and ferve in eve-
ry fhape as comunon foldiers.. Thofe who are

not on guard are fludying. - The mafters are
not allowed to_punifh thein, but only to mark
down their faults : They are not to be whip-
ped with a birch, or any other common rod

of corre(tion, becaufe they are gentlemen ;

but have a piece of fine fteel made in form of

-a fword, very thin, long, but not fharp. For

flight crimes they are confined in the guard-
houfe, for greater they muft ride the wooden:
marc,
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mare; for heinous crimes they are flogged with
this fword. If they are not to be kept in or-
der, they are feverely whipped with rods, the
Cadets uniform torn from them, they forfeir
the title of gentlemen, and are referved to
ferve as common foldiers in the army. If
they are of age, difcreet and diligent, they are
advanced firlt to corporal, then captain at
arms, laftly to ferjeants of their own corps.
When they have ferved honourably till they
are feventeen or eighteen, they are difmifled
to the army, as captains, lieutenants, or en-
figns. None dare abfent them{elves withou:
leave afked and given. ;

They bear - a mortal hatred to the
guards, and the guards to them, the
effeéts whereof are fometimes very terrible,
‘and numbers are killed on both fides The
guards are all accoutered with broad {words ;
the cadets with {inall tucks. If the guard-fol-
dier gets one blow,the cadet is no more ; but
very frequently the cadet fhuns-the blow, and
before the guard-foldier can be ready to give
another, the cadet runs him throngh. In or-
der as much as poflible to prevent fuch ex-
cefles, the cadets were not allowed by the em-
prefs Elizabeth to go to the {outh f{ide of the
‘Neva with their {fwords, nor were the guards
allowed to go to their fide armed ; and this
prohibition has, I am told, had a very good
effect.

CHAP.
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CHAP-X-

Regulations for widows and orphans in the Ruf~
fian fervice and religion.

HE male children of Ruffian officers
- have each of them, after their father’s
death, one fourth of his annual falary, till they
are ten years of age ; the girls have the fame
till they are fiftéen ; at which time it is thought
the boys may be provided for in the Cadets
core, and the girls are then thought to be fit
for marriage. ‘'The widows, if young, have
one year’s falary, if old, they have one fourth,
{o long as they live, paid them annually.
_ Soldiers boys, as foon as they are born, en-
ter into fmall pay till they are five years of age,
when they muft go to a military {chool: They
have alfo a man’s provifion ; but the girls have
no allowance. In every garrifored town there
is kept a military fchool. The boys have all
of them one uniform. A captain prefides to
keep order: they alfo keep guard upon the
fchool, and are taught to read, write, and keep
accompts ; but il any of them rather chufe to
beat the drum, or play upon any martial mu-
fical inftrument, they are encouraged ; but
the dolts, who difcover no genius, are kept
clofe to the exercife of arms. If an officer of
yank approaches towards the {chool, the whole

faard
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guard turns out to pay their refpets with
thelr wooden guns, inftruments of mufic, and
drums, according to their ranks.

In Rutlia every religion is tolerated, pro-
viding ftrangers do not difturb the eftablithed
religion, which is of the Greek communion.
When Peter the Great firft introduced toreign-
ers inta his fervice, many ‘{quabbles happen-
ed, and frequently murders; whereupon that
wiie prince ordered, under a moft {evere pe-
nalty, that none of the different religions
fhould difagree with, or ipfult one another
on that {core ; which order hath had its: full
effect, by preventing confufion, and promo-
ting government.

It cannot be expected 1 can fay much about
the religion of the Ruflians, as it formed but
a {imall part of my ftudy. They worfhip eve-
ry day, -and the clergy are {eemingly fincere
and devout; but this is all farce and affecta-
tion, as their manners are meotley, and their
morality is deficient. This remark, however,
will, I am afraid, apply, mere or lefs, to all
the preachers and profeflors in the world,
namely, that their practice is not analagous to
their precepts.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XI
Concerning the Ruﬂfau religion, their churches, &c.

HE Greeks have many holy-days. I
imagine they have at leaft a faint for
every day in the year ; but they at the fame
time have many and very fevere long fafts,
which, one with another, engrofs nearly one
half of the year: they have alfo auricular con~
feflions, invoke, and pray to faints.

"The walls of their churches are hung round
with pictures of faints, and fome of them ex-
tremely rich. They make ufe of fumigations
and holy water, extreme unction, paflports
for the dead, and prayers after death to re-
lieve the dead out of purgatory. They have
many other ceremonies, which I do not re-
member ; but the burial of Chrift, and the
fanétifying of the water, are the moft remark-
able. They baptize by three feveral immer-
fions, and making the fign of the crofs.

T was once at the celebration of the burial of
Chrift crucified, and, as I'rightly remember, it
-was performed in the following manner in
the metropolitan church in Aftrachan, From
the altar, which is always on the eaft end, next
to the fanétum [anctorum, and to which no lay-
man may approach, a large ftage was erected

two foot above the floor, covered with carpets.
On
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On the weft end of this ftage was a chair facing
the altar, and a table before it, covered with
clean linen, and on it a large filver bafon of
water, and a comb. On each fide of the ftage
were placed fix chairs. After a long ferviee,
the archbifhop appeared in an ordinary fattin
toga, performed fome part of duty on the al-
tar, and blefled the people three times: at
each time he made the fign of the crofs with
two candlefticks, in one of which were three
wax candles, in the other, two.

I was told the three wax candles were an
emblem of the Ever-blefled Trinity ; but I
have forgotten the meaning of the two. After
this folemn act was over, he difappeared, and
pafled into the fanctum fanétorum. Twelve bi-
{hops, or firft dignitaries in the diocefe, walk-
ed gravely, in fuperb facerdotals, from the al-
tar, {fix on each fide of it, and feated them-
felves on chairs: They reprefented the twelve
apoftles. When they were placed, the arch-
bithop again appeared, followed by two dea-
cons and other church-officers, with fingers,
chanting in the moft charming manner. He,
with an awful air and a folemn gait, walked
along, and feated himfelf on the weft end of
the ftage. The fingers ftopped, and a deacon,
with profound reverence, prefented to him a
comb, with which he combed his head and
beard, then wafthed his face and hands, and
girded himfelf with a linen cloth, the deacon
carrying a bowl of water after him, wherewith

he
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he wafthed one foot of each of the twelve bis
fhops. One of them who reprefented St Pe«
ter challenged him for wafthing his feet : The
difcourfe betwixt them was what happened
betwixt Chrift and Peter, when the Saviour of
mankind wafhed his minifters feet. Then he
was drefled by the deacons with the richeft
robes I ever faw, with a crown of gold upon
his head, thick befet with peatls, diamonds,
tubies, and other precious ftones. The twelve
bithops were alfo dreflfed in extremely rich
cloaths, and many pearls upon them ; they
had alfo every one a crown, but inferior to
that of the archbithop. After this was ended,
they all returned to the fundfum [anétorum,
when one of the priefts appeared, and told the
audience that Chrift was dead, whereon they
departed feemingly in great forrow. This
was acted on Friday. The whole citizens ap+
little on the ftreets on Saturday, and

many of them eat nothing from the time of
Friday’s ceremony till Sunday morning ; but
the cooks were every where fet to work on
Saturday afternoon, to prepare the moft de-
licious meals of all kinds againft Sunday. I
was told, but did not fee it, that a coffin was
really buried on Friday, and was expofed emp-
ty in the church on Sunday morning. On
Sunday morning, affoon as the clock had ftruck
twelve, the bells tolled for fervice : However,
I did not chufe to rife, but was told, that, af-
ter a piece of fervice was performed, the arch-
bithop
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bifhop appeared, and, after blefling the peo-
ple, affured them that Chrift was rifen from
the dead.” Upon this a rocket, placed at the
church-door, was played off as a fignal, which
was immediately fucceeded by a round of all
the cannon in the citadel and the city, whick
never fails to give notice to all the abfent in--
habitants, who are not dead or deaf, of the:
final end of this affair ; and then men and
women congratulate one another upon this
happy occafion, offering an egg, and a friend-

Iwas told, thefe Iaft ceremonies are reckon-
ed {oeflential,and are {o {tri¢tly adhered to,that .
if a.common foldier were to meet the Em-
prefs, and offer an egg, declaring his belief,
he would have the honour of an imperial kifs.
In fhort, after the laft {ervice is over, every
one reforts to his home, and eats and drinks
as much as he is able: For eight days the ju-
bilee is univerfal ; with fome it lafts longer,
which, in refpect of my intereft, I found con*
venient, as {urfeits feldom go off without the
doctor’s aid. _

The faft, which is very ftrict, continues fe-
ven weeks : This is fucceeded by a voracious
eating, and plenty of the ftrongeft liquor,
which never fails to bring many to their beds,
and not a few to their graves.

G CHAP.
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| CiIEsh Pent kil
Adefcription of the chrificning of the water.,

HE following is a fhort account of the

§ manner of chriftening the water, as
I {faw it in St Peterfburgh and other places.
A {quare hole is dug through the ice about fix
feet one fide, befide which are laid a great
number of dales after the manner of a floor,
fenced around with pales to keep off’ the mob,
with a canopy over it. The fervice being fi-
nifhed, the clergy iflue from the principal
church, and form a proceflion, following one
another according to their dignity, and walk-
ing four or five in a line, to the number of
fome hundreds. -A great flag of the crofs, a
large lanthorn, and a large picture of our Sa-
viour, or fome fuint, are carried amongft
them. They proceed in this order, followed
by the principal, and common people, fing-
ing hymns all the way to the river.. The
priefts enter the fquare with but a few of the
principal people, and there perform other parts
of the ceremony. When the water is {aid to
be fufliciently fanctified, a fignal is given to
1200 guards, who furround the whole in
three lines, and immediately begin a running
fire, which is thrice repeated : then the great
guns in the citadel begin, and alfo fire about

300
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300 cannon thrice. Thus ends this ceremo-
ny, which is performed much after the {ame
manner through all Ruilia. Many fick fana.
ticks go to be immerfed in this holy water, in
order to berelieved from their complaints; and
indeed many of them meet with their defire,
but not in the way they expected ;' that is to
fay, they are killed by the exceflive coldnefs of
the weather, the ceremony being performed
in the middle of winter. Many ignorant fools
carry their infants, fome of them new born,
to be immerfed : They are delivered to the
priefts, who duck them thrice over head and
ears ; fome happena to be ftifled, fome have
dropped from the prieft’s hands, and been
carried under ice by the ftream : When this
happens, it is faid that God took them to
him{elf; but mpny more die of the cold,

CH AR o= XKilildc
Of the differcnt degrees and cuflosis afﬂ}c clergy.

HER E are many different degrees of the
clergy in Ruflia : They fermerly had a
patriarch ; but Peter the Great abolifhed that
dignity, as an office of too great power for a
fubject ; in place of which he conflituted 2
{ynod at St Peterfburgh, to be near the court.
The fynod determines all ccclefiaftical affairs;
but if it is thought to be of great confequence,
or
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or if any new regulation is to be made, their
opinions are firft tranfinitted to the patriarch
of Conftantinople, and from him to the pa-
triarch of Jerufalem, to get their affent and
approbation : When this is obtained, it is a
_fixed law through the whole Greek church.
They have archbifhops, bifheps, protopa-
pas, and papas, deacons, and monks; 'm not
certain but there are more degrees. The
archbithops, bifhops, or archimandrites are al-
ways cle@ied from the monks, who take the
vow of celibacy : The protopapas and papas,
as they are allowed to marry only one wife,
never can expect to rife higher in the church.
If any of the clergy are found incontinent,
they ave put to death, The protopapas and
papas, or ordinary priefts, may marry one wo-
man ; but if the dies, and he is afraid he can-
not live without a woman, he muft give up
the church, and take to any other bufinefs ;
then he may marry as other laymen do. None
in the Greck church are allowed to marry be-
yond threc times, and ever after, let his con-
ftitution be what it will, he can have no wife;
but the keeping of a miftres is not thought {o
deadly afin here as elfewhere, if they only take
care of their progeny. Adultery is reckoned
a very great crime ; but the punifhment, if
only papa knows it, is many proftrations to
fome faint daily, for a long time : But if a
hufband can prove his wife guilty with ano-
ther
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ther man, fhe is divorced, and the adulterer
punifhed. - ' ' : ‘

' The punifliment for fornication is fimall;
the prieft appeints fo many times invoking
God’s forgivenefs through the day, accompa-
nied with proftrations.  And the law orders,
it a child happens to be born, only that the
man buy for his miftrefs a milk cow. -All the
time I was in Ruflia, I never heard of a child-
murder but one. It is to be feared, that
our abfurd cuftom in Scotland of obliging of-
fenders againft chaftity to perform public pe-
nance, the very dregs of popery, is the chief,
if not the only caufe of infant-murder; for
our females have as fine fenfations, and as
fecling an humanity as any in the tni-
verfe ; but the dread of' public ‘{hame and
difgrace drives fome of them to defpera-
tion, and makes them do with their hands
what they abhorin their hearts. . Fornication,
1o doubt, is an offence againft order, but
child-murder is fo fhocking an affair, and is
fo frequent in Scotland, that it calls aloud for
means more powerful and more effectual than
any that have been hitherto employed to pre-
vent it: And were the clergy to part with,
or knock down - their ftool of repentance, it
would, I am confident, fave nineteen of twen-
ty children, who now f{uffer as a f{acrifice to
the terrors of the mother’s thame.

Humanity will forgive this difagrecable di-
greflion, from which I return to my ftory.

There
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There are many very beautiful monafteries
in Ruffia, full of priefts and monks: An arch-
bifhop or archimandrite generally prefides in
them. They are not enly extremely rich in
jewels, filver, and gold, but have annexed to
them, for their fupport, many large territories:
I obferved, however, not without concern,
that the peafants belonging to the church were
Kept in greater flavery and poverty than thofe
belonging to the moft profligate gentlemen.
The only reafon I can give for it is this, that
the clergy, generally ipeaking, are derived
from the dregs of the people, and have not
had fo liberal an education as the gentlemen,
nor fuch noble fentiments of humanity inflil-
led into their early years; hence that almoft
total want of it, when they rife to dignity and
renown.

The gcntlcmen are very. dlﬁ'ercnt now from
what they were before: They are all of them
employed fome way or other in the imperial
fervice ; the old ones are dead, and, {ince the
Great Peter’s time, there are very few of them
who have not made the tour of Europe.

* The greateft care is taken of their education:
They are not prieft-ridden now, as was for-
merly the cale; and were any of them to ufe
his pealants as the priefts do theirs, he would not
only, be hifled by the reft, but no man of ei-
ther honour or judgment would regard him.

“The prefent Emprefs hath, T amtold, reliev-
ed countrymen belonging to the church from

fuch
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{uch {lavery. She has wifely conferred pro-
per {alaries upon them, which makes the
hearts of thoufands leap for joy. It was a
bold ftroke ! but it {feems, hitherto at leaft, to:
have been done with great judgment. The
defign was good and god-like, and one fifth,
of the whole empire have felt its glorious ef~
fects, for I am convinced, that a number of
people not inferior to that proportion were:
formerly fubject to the facerdotal jurifdiction.

G- H A Py XIN.
Of the Academy, Admiml}y, Caftle, and Founderys

"YHERE is an academy eftablifhed at St.
Peterfburgh, by Peter the Great. This
academy has a fufficient number of profel-
fors of all arts and feiences. The Great Peter:
was at much pains to give encouragement to
the learned of all countries to come there. He
endowed them liberally with royal falaries, and
other emoluments ; but I'm {orry to fay, that
before I left Ruffia, fome were dead, others
had retired to their native countries diffat-
fied, and the few who remained were much
difpleafed at being neglected, and having an
ignorant perfon placed at their head, as pre-
fident ; who, by his great power, and protec-
tion from court, made the Emprefs believe
that fhe had fome of her natives qualified to
' become
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become profeffors. The foreign profeflors,
who were moftly Germans, could do 1o
more than make their diftrefs known to their
friends.

The building is a noble large pile of two
ftovies high, with a beautiful cupola in the
middle, and an obfervatory. In the middle,
below the cupola, is a {quare fpace about thir-
ty foot long and thirty broad, without floot-
ing, but a large gallery is built round it; one
for each ftory, {o that one can fee from the
pavement of the houle to the top of the cupo-
la. In each of thefe galleries are kept all
manner of natural and artificial curiofities, as
alfo a good library.

In one of the galleries in a cafe, is the fkin
of a Frenchman, tanned and ftuffed: This
has been the talleft man I ever faw. In
another cale was his fkeleton, and a pair of
breeches made of his wife’s fkin, alfo drefled ;
the leather was like to buff. :

On the ‘bottom, or pavement, ftands the
fkin of an Englith chefhut horfe, ftuffed, fad-
dled and bridled, and befide itthe fkeleton. Pe-
ter the Great ufed to ride this horfe. Amongft
the curiofitics are very many abortions, and
great variety of monftrous - births, as alfo
Ruyfch’s compleat collection. Here I faw the
head of the unfortunate Mifs Hainilton,a Swed-
ifh lady, who loft it for havnig murdered her
child, unlawfully begotten; and this is the only

murder of that kind I ever heard of in Ruffia.
i This
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This lady was maid of honour to the Emprefs
Catharine. It is faid Peter went and faw her
exccuted: He wept much, but could not pre-
Vail with himfelf to pardon her, for fear, as is
{uid, that God would charge him with the in-~
nocent blood fhe had fhed. He caufed her
head to be capped, and injected. . The fore=
head is almoft compleat; the face is the beau-
tifulleft my eyes ever beheld ; the dura mater
and brain are all preferved in their natural {i-
tuation : This is kept in {pirits, in a large
chryftal veflel.

I faw three great chambers; in one of them
were all manner of earths, foflils, {tones, ores,
and natural metals, and minerals ; in the o=
ther, all forts of fhells, mofles; corals, & .
and in the third {at in an elbow-chair, in wax-~
work, as big asthe life,the Great Peter, drefled
in a blue coat and waiit=coat, and breeches,
white {tockings, his legs acrofs, uncovered,
having a head of fhort black hair, with an
hanger by his fide.  About him in the room
were all the fine mechanical and mathematical
inftruments he ufed to take delight in, and
many pieces of work which he made without
the help of others. .

In another part of the houfe I was fhown
a very large globe ; I forget whether it was
celeftial or terrelisial, /It opened on one fide,
into which three or four people went and fat
upon benches round a table. This was
thought a very great curiofity, . This edifice

H ' was
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was burnt down in the year 1745 or 46 ;
but moft of the books, papers, and curiofities
in it were faved, and it was again rebuilt.

The Admiralty is on the fouth fide of the
river, oppofite the Academy : It is almoft a
fquare ; one of the fides facing the river is
fortified only with chevaux de frize ; the other
three fides are {furrounded by a high rampart
of earth, upon a wall of ftone cight or ten
feet high,above the water of a very deep and
broad foflee ; the rampart is flanked with
good baftions, and the whole well ftored with
many brafs cannon. There are three entries
into the admiralty over draw-bridges; on each
fide is one. Within this fortification are no-
ble buildings, containing offices for every
thing belonging to the royal navy. Many
fhips, floops, and boats are built here.Ifaw the
Royal Anne launched,a thip which carried 120
pieces of brafs cannon.Thereis atower,and on
the top of it an high {pear, covered with cop-
per, deuble gilt, with a fhip onthe top of all,
of the fame metal, and alfo double gilt.

“On the north fide of the river, further
to the eaft than the admiralty, is the ca-
{tle, built upon an ifland. It has but two
entries over drawbridges. A very large and
deep ditch runs from the Neva quite round,
till it again rejoins the Neva. I believe
it is as flrong as is pofiible for the beft en-
gineers to make it. The fortification is all
of ftone ; the walls are very high,and defended

by
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by ftrong baftions, mounted with the beft
brals cannon. However, like the Tower of
London, it is for little ufe, other than that
of a ftate-prifon. I have no notion it can in
any fhape protect St Peterfburgh, tho’ I.an
pofitive it is capable, in a fhort time, to lay
the whole city in afhes. Within this caftle are
many large magazines, all of them bomb-
proof, and many neceflary buildings, bars
~ racks, and prifons. In the middle of itisa
very beautiful church, with a fet of mufics
bells : On the head of the belfry is a high
{pear like that in the admiralty, terminating
at the top with a crofs richly gilt. ' The
great Peter lies interred in this church, and
I believe all the royal family from his time. A
centinel ftands day and night at the place
of interment. Here is one very large ivory
branch, fit to hold 100 candles, the handy
work of Peter the Great.

Further eaft, on the other fide of the Neva,
oppofite the royal hofpitals, formerly taken
notice of, is the foundery, a very noble buil-
ding, with a {pear topped with a burning
bomb, all double gilt. In this foundery are
caft the beft cannon, mortars, and bombs in
the world.

On the weft end of St Peterfburgh, isa
wharf for building (hips of f{inall burthen,
and machines called camels ; they are ufed
to carry great fhips over the bar, for Cron-
ftad. They are hollow boxes, and fo con-

{tructed
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{tructed, that, when full ofwater, one of them
brought to each fide of the fhip is funk as
low as to receive betwixt them the keel and
bottom of the fhip: Then they are locked to-
gether, and, when well fecured, the water
is thrown out by a great nuniber of pumps.
In proportion as the water is' ptimped out,
fo does the fhip locked in them rife 5 for
when they have the whole weight of the
fhip ' to fupport, they do not draw 4 foot
water, and the bar does not exceed 6 or =
foot. = When the apparatus is adjufted, and
there is but little wind, the fhip is towed over
the bar. I went once on boarda 7o gun
(hip that was juft got over the bar.  When
the wind rofe and blew hard, I obferved
that the feamen were very much alarmed,
for fear of their anchors net holding ; but
the ﬂnp was very faft in the camels, and
the motion of both was fcarcely perceptible.
On the weft end of Vafilie Oftrof, or the
weftermoft ifland belonging to St Peters-
burgh, Peter the Great built a fine well for-
tified haven for his galleys. [ belonged to
this port about 6 months: There are {3id to
- be contained in it 200 galleys: A few are
fent to{fea every fummer, in order chiefly
to keep the men in practice. A great officer,
called general of the galleys, is commander
in chief. No perfon is allowed to enter this
fortification, unlefs heis well known. Itis
about an Englifh mile to the weft of St Peters-
burgh
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burgh, and from it you have a fine profpett
of the gulf of Finland. i akrhen

CH A P." XV,
Of the exchange and markets.

ON the weft end of the fame ifland is the

cuftom-houfe, and the exchange, where,
as in London, the merchants meet. = The ex-
change is nothing elfe than a very great tim-
ber ftage, built one half of it on that branch
of the Neva which wafheth the eaft fide of the
ifland. It is about 300 paces long, and pro-
portionally broad. Near toit is a moft noble
magazine for preferving merchandize ; it isa
fquare built with brick,and has only one great
port or entry. An hundred {oldiers keep
watch here day and night, that no harm may
happen to the merchants goods. A merchant-
may have a very large room for paying ten
thillings per month. The fide of the ftage
next the river is well lined wich fhips Of a
{maller burthen, during the fummer {ecaion,
for the readier difpatch of bufinefs.

Near the fouthermoft part of the city is the
market-place, where all forts of goods, both
home and foreign, are kept to be fold. It is
a very large fquare with four entries ; on each
fide whereof is a range of fhops, both within
and without. There are covered galleries

' built
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built quite round the {quare, both on the out
and infide, that people may be defended from
rain. A ftranger need not, as in other places,
huntthrough this great city for what he wants
to buy: A pleafant walk in thefe galleries will
give him an opportunity of fecing many of
the beft people in St Peterfburgh, and all forts
of commodities in the world. The younger
merchants and their fervants guard it during
the night, and in it great order and decency
are always obferved.

CHAP. XVL
A general defeription of the City, &c.

HE river Neva runs out of a large lake
called Ladoga, about twenty miles eaft

from St Peterfburgh. In the mouth of the
river is fituated that ftrong fort called Schlu/-
Jfelburg, which Peter the Great took from the
Swedes. Prince Michael Golitzin took this’
city by ftorm. He landed his foldiers on the
ifland in boats and canoes ; many were killed
by the artillery ; the Prince Marfhall was al-
moft killed with a flone thrown down from
the walls. Peter at a diftance faw the great
lofs of his men ; and, of fix couriers which he
fent to raife the fiege, only one arrived fafe,
The prince however would not defift tll he
had taken the place ; at which time he made
the
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the Emperor fenfible, that,if he had retreated’
he would undoubtedly have loft all his men:
This prince was the greateft general the Ruf-
fians had, during the Swedifth war. The lake
is about 250 miles long, and very near asg
broad. ‘'Much merchandize was formerly {ent
from Ruflia and all the bordering countries
about the Ladoga to the different ports in the
gulf of Finland, and many veflels were an-
nually loft ; to prevent which, this great and
magnanimous monarch (when he had taken
Schluflelburg, which fignifies the key city,
becaufe it was a key either into Ruffia or Swe-
den), caufed cut a large canal betwixt the ri-
vers Volcholf and Neva, with twenty-feven
locks or fluices, through which veffels may be
conveyed quite fafe for the finall expence of
a ruble betwixt thefc two rivers, This ca-
nal is on the weft fide of the Ladoga.

The topography of St Peterfburgh is out of
my plan; wherefore I fhall leave it to others
who have more leifure, after having made the
following remarks. The guards are reckon-
ed to be about 12 or 13,000; 15,000 fielkd
troops are alfo conftantly kept in the neigh-
bouring villages, called the Pezersburgh corps.
Every ftreet, lane, or avenue, have many great
gates which are fhut in the night time: At
each gate is a watchman, as in London, with
a pole and a great rattle, (having convenient
watch-houfes through the whole city)like thofe
with which the farmers here fright away the

fowls
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fowls fromtheir grain, Thefe watch-menareap-
pointed to prevent robberies and thefts, and
to give warning if fire or any thing elfc a-
larming fhould happen during the filent wat-
ches of the night. No perfon is allowed, cither
in machines, on horfe back, or on foot,to pafs
the ftreets without a lanthorn. If offenders
are obferved, they are {cized, and fent to the
police.

The north of Peterfburgh is built, as was
faid, upon iflands, and has the advantage of
water-carriage by the branches of the beauti-
ful Neva,than which no chryflal is more per-
vious or tranfparent. The fouth part, which
is properly called Peterfburgh, is alfo well
fupplied with all conveniencies by many ca-
nals, but chiefly two large ones, both deep
and broad, the fides of which are faced with
hewn ftones.  Thefe canals are almoft femi .
circles. They take their rife out of the Ne-
va on the eaft, and, running through the ci-
ty, difembogue themfelves into the Neva
again on the weft. Where the ftreets (which
are all broad, well paved, and formed in
ftraight lines,where poffible), cut thefe canals,
there are built large draw-bridges ; and that
the common people may have no pretext for
leaving naftinefs in any part of the flreets,
convenient places are built tipon the banks of
the river and its canals: Befides, all houfes
which are built two ftories high, and in
ftraight lines, are well fupplied with every

conveniency
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conveniency to keep the city {weet and clean.
Any perfon wanting to have his court or part
of his property improved, may demand from
the flaves-prifon as many flaves as are f{uffi-
cient. ‘The number is immediately fent un-
der a guard of foldiers.  When' the bufinefs
is compleated, it is cuftomary to give the fol-
diers a finall acknowledgment for their care;
but little or nothing to the flaves. Thefe
flaves are delinquents who deferve death ;
but.anot having committed murder, they are
condemned to flavery for life ; and others, for
fimaller erimes, only for a limited time. Hacks
neys, porters, watermen, and all forts of pus
blick fervants, have a number on their fhouls
ders. They dare not impofe on the ftranger
left they be dete¢ted. They are all fubject
to the policy ; and if they commit any
roguery, itis not fufficient that they reftore
what they have taken, and pay all expences 3
but they will be feverely whipped on the bare
back. If they are not able to reftore what
they have embezzeled, then they are not only
whipped, but turned over tothe galleys; where
they muft remain till the per{on injured is {a«
tisfied.

I CHAP
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C.H A P.. .XVII.
.jcan?irmati on.of the fame, énd of Pc’!c’;"b_rf:

~He Emprefs has a large play-houfe in the
city, with German and French actors y
alfo a fet of Italian fingers. No perfon pays for
going to either play or concert; but none are
allowed to enter,except fuch as have ticketsby
authority. - The doors are guarded ; and if
any fhould get in without proper right, they
would be feverely punithed. No irregularity
can happen here, as the royal family are fre-
quently prefent ; and it would be efteemed
moft criminal and inexewfable to commit any
fuch folly in the prefence of the Monarch of
Ruflia.

Weft from St Peterfburgh, about 20 miles,
is that beautiful country-feat of the Emprefs,
called Peterhoff, after Peter the Great, who
formed it. Here, on the top of a rifing
ground, is a palace, and a great number of
neceflary houfes for attendants. The palace
is built by itfelf, eaft and weft : The front is
fouth : It is fituated in the middle of a large
garden ; and in the centre of it, on the fouth
of the palace, is a very large pond of water,
clear as chryftal. When the Empre(s re-
fides here, the guards are encamped in the
garden to the fouth : Their tents and regula-
rity make a very fine appearance, The gar-

den



T REWVEESST - %y

den on the north, is betwixt the palace and
the gulf of Finland: It contains many acres of
ground, and has in it many pleafure-houfes,
cafcades, jetts, and waterworks. A large
caf{cade 30 or 40 feet broad, runs from un- -
der the pavement of the palace, and, in its
egrefs, falls down large {teps made of hewn
{tone, floping about 20 or 30 feet: Then it
flies over the entry of a large grotto, 16 or
18 feet perpendicular, upon a pavement of
hewn ftone, and, at laft, lofes itfelf in a very
large circular bafon, of at leaft 40 feet in dia-
meter, ever full, but never overflowing : From
the' middle of which, fprings up a iplendid
fpout or jett of water, whichrifes to a great
height ; and is, I was told, larger than the
famous one in France. Out of the water,
much to my agrecable furprife, arofe a dog
‘and three ducks, made of copper or iron,
and in appearance all alive : The ducks flus-
ter through the water quacking, the dog fol-
lows after them barking. There is, in a fub-
terraneous place, a charming chime of chry-
ftal bells, which play by water. The grotto,
of" which I fpoke, covered before with the
cafcade, has two entries, one at cach {ide of
it. 'The entries are guarded by -ftatucs,
which, when you are in, prevent any. getting
out, till the keeper, by turning a handle, puts
aftop to them. Thefe ftatues evacuate {o
much water, by vomiting and fhooting out of’
ftone piftols and guns, that, the kéeper faid, it
/ would
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would founder any man. The bottom is
of channel, inter{perfed witha very great num-
ber of finall pipes, imperceptible to the un-
wary firanger. The keeper placed us in
certain niches, where we could fee every
thing, and not a drop of water touch us. He
then turned a handle, upon which thefe pipes
playccl with very great force, o that the per-
pendicular jetts role near as high as the roof.
“The roof and walls were all covered with
rock, and different forts of mofs. It
would take up tco much time to deferibe
the various pleal'urc-houibs, and vegetables in
this beautiful garden ; wherefore I fhall only
add, that, befides the curiofities before men-
tioned, there is a beautiful gallery full of” the
{ineft china in the world : At one end of
which is a-{inall,but commodious room,with g
bed in it, whither the Emprefs {ometimes res
tires to repole herlelf,

C H A P. XVIII
Of Ranyboam, Ruffian laws, nobility and gentry,

EST on the gulf of Finland, about

four miles from Peterhoff, ftands the

palace of Ranyboam, ftraight fouth from
Cronftadt. The palace was in my time but
very indifferent ; but it had a pleafant pro-
fpect from the gulf and a fine quay for {mall
vellels
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-veflels and boats ; but as I faw nothing there
worth notice, I {hall fay no more about it.

It is well known that the monarch is abfo-
lute over thelives and fortunes of her fubjects,
of whatever condition they are, tho’ few ex-
amples can be given, at leaft in our days, of
the perverfion or abufe of that unlimited pow-
er. Individuals may {uffer innocently ; but
that happens {eldom, and commonly it pro-
ceeds from private piques, mifrepreiented by
fome of the monarch’s favourites: But ge-
nerally, either in the prefent or preceeding
reign, the offenders are punifhed moft {evere-
1y ; and the innocent, if alive, are not only
re-inftated, but fhine with a diftinguifhed
Juftre. Ifthey be dead, then their children,
or neareft relations, {ucceed to all their wealth,
and often are favourites : This is extremely
natural, as will be elucidated by {feveral in-
ftances in the following remarks,

Ancient families are very much refpected ;
and whoever deferves well, will be {hll the
more relpected on that account, even by the
Emprefs herfelf. Except titles, I know real-
ly no natural difference betwixt their nobili-
ty and gentry, as they have equal powers ;
and all honourable diftinctions arife from
their different perfonal ranks in the Empire.
The noblemen and gentlemen are lords over
their peafants ; and may at pleafure punifh
them with whip and confifcation, without
giving any reafon to any perfon : But they

have
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have no power over their lives ; and there-
fore if, by excels of punifhment, any of them
fhould happen to die, their lords muft even
fatisfy juftice, by fubmitting to be hanged.
The pealants, as hath been faid, are abfolute
{laves to their lords ; and yet, tho’ it may
feem furprifing, they are fatisfied with their
flavery. They commonly have good warm
houfes to live in: They have as much land
as they can labour, and as much pafturage as
they can ftore with cattle, without paying a
farthing for it, They are obliged to work
four days in fix for their lords, and have two
days in the week for themfelves : But their
lords often reap where they do not fow ; for
when any of them appear to thrive and pro-
fper, and to rife above his neighbour, his lord
and mafter {oon reduees him te equality, by
levying a loan from him, never to be paid.
Their lords can tran{plant them when and
where they pleafe, or fell them, either with or.
without their lands, to any perfon : And fre-
quently it happens that they buy themfelves ;
that is, they get a good friend, or merchant,
to buy them from their lord at a certain price,
which the boor refunds, and then enters into
the community of merchants. They take ail
care to promote matrimony early. They
cannot force marriage by law, but if two be
recommended, one to the other, by their lords
or their factors, there is {feldom any objection
made ; nor is this to be wondered at, as the

- oo perfon,
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perfon, who declined the match; would after=
wards live a moft uneafy life. :
I have known young women of 20 years
of zige married to a boy of nine or ten : The
reafon given for this is, that the boy being a
poor orphan, the girl is able, by her work, to
maintain him till he is of years ; and if they
had any cattle when married, they would pro-
bably increafe to a good ftock by the time he
is major. If the woman proves with child,
before it is thonght natural for the hufband
to be the father of it,ftill,as fhe has a hufband,
no notice is taken of it; but probably the prieft
may give her fome private penance. The
ceremony of marriage and confummation is
not {o ridiculous as it formerly was faid to
have been. The bride does not prefent her
bridegroom with the whip. The bride and
bridegroom are married in prefence of their
friends and relations at church ; thereafter
they return home and make merry with their
guefts ; and, at the ufual time of night, ge to
bed, when their friends leave them till next
day. In fhort every thing is carried on with
as. great decorum and modefty as with us.
And I never heard that the men treated their
wives but with the greateft tendernefs and af-
fection. One great occafion why they are
young married, is, that their children may be
able, if neceflary, to fupport them in their
old age. Iam of opinion, there cannot be
produced many examples in Ruffia, that chil-
dren
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dren cver did or durft fuffer their parents to
pine in want, whillt they themlelves lived in
plenty. One remarkable inftanice, however, of
the want of filial affection, I fhall here relate: A
afant, a common foldier in the guards, be-
haved himfelf fo well in many actions, {ome
of them under the eye of the Great Peter,
that, notwithftanding his native obfeurity,
and an entire ignorance of his pm'cnts,he was
made captain of the guards, a rank equal to
a lieutenant colonel in the field regiments.
His father, a peafant, on the borders of Sibe-
ria, and in great want, got a paflport for St
Peterfburgh ; and hoping to be kept by his
fon in ealy circumftances, fold off his poor
pittance ; and after a fatiguing journey, at
Iaft arrived in that city. He f{oon learned
where his {fon lived, and afked the centinel
at the gate, to get fome perfon to acquaint
“him, (who, at that time, had fome company
at his houfe,) that his father longed to fee
him. The foldiers, gathered together, feof-
fed and derided the poor old man ; for the
captain had given himfelfout for a gentleman
by birth. The noife made in the court,
foon brought out the fervants, and at laft the
captain and his compauny, to fee what was
the matter. The captain ordered his old fa«
ther to be beaten with rods, and turned out to
the ftreet. This did not fail to affemble a
multitude of people, amongft whom there
happened to be a writer, who. carried the old
man
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man to a houfe, and, for a fmall confidera-
tion, drew out a petition, humbly reprefen-
ting his cafe, and advifed him to wait near
the palace next day, at a certain place by
which the Emperor ufually paffed, and then
to hold up his petition to his Majefty. Next
morning, as the Emperor pafled by in a two
wheeled=chaife, attended only by a footman,
and obferving the old man,heftopped, took his
petition, read it inftantly,” and commanded
him to be on the parade next morning, at a
cértain hour, telling him that the foldiers on
duty fhould have orders not to moleft him.
Every thing happened as the Emperor had
ordered ; and at the old man prefenting him-
{elf to the Emperor, he ordered the guards to
form a circle, and commanded the captain’s
prefence. He then afked the captain, Whe-
ther he was not born in fuch a village ; and
whether of fuch parentage? And commanded
that on pain of deith he thould tell him the
truth, for he was determined to know his
birth. The captain, confidering that the Em-
peror would certainly difcover it, and that
the confequence of diffembling and putting
him to fo much trouble might not only be
fatal, but probably provoke him to infli¢t a
painful and ignominious death, fell at his
feet, confefled the whole, and afked pardon.
Upon this, that wife and wonderful Prince
called for his dubine, (this was an oak ftick
kept in a fcarlet cloath, and always carried

K by
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by a fervant) with which he ufed inftantly
to punifh flight offences with his own hand.
This dubine he delivered into the old man’s
hand, and commanded him to ufe it as a fa-
ther ought to do to difobedient and ungrate-
ful children. The old man paufed, and
told the Emperor he could not ftrike his fon
while he had on him the uniform of dhe
guards. This was agreeable to the Emperor,
who ordered the captain to put off thefe in-
cumbrances, when the father chafliled his
unnatural fon with fuch wholefome f{everi#y,
that the Emperor at laft defired him to {pare
his captain, and ordered one half of his fa-
lary to be applied to the maintenance of the
old man, and, with a firm tone, told the by-
{tanders that what they had juft now feen
done was agreeable to the laws of God and
the Empire, and that he was determined that
thefe laws fhould, without regard to diftinc-
tion of office, or dignity of defcent, be put
in execution againft every one who durft
tranfgre(s them. At the {fame time, he ac-
knowledged that the captain was a brave offi-
cer, and that if he continued to behave well,
he would endeavour to forget his unnatural
crime, and advance him in the army accord-
ing to the regulations, and his merit.

CHAP,
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CiHodi Part XKoo
Ii{ﬁzmtwn of Compame: of Merchants, &c.

ETER mihmted in every one of’ h:s

cities, companies of merchants, fubject
only: to burgomafters, bailies, or aldermen
and their counfellors ; but thefe people, for-
merly peafants, and raifed from that rank to
poits ef power and honour, could not con-
tain themiclves within the bounds of mode-
ration ; wherefore this regulation was difcon-
tinued either in Peter’s reign, orin that of
fome of his fucceflors : But it was afterwards
re-eftablithed, as will appear in the courfe of
this work.

From what hath been faid, it is eafy to
fee 4 fine fyftem of order and regularity in
the Ruflian governments, but, being abfo-
lute, the people are fometimes fubject to ter-
rible -oppreffions,  which, however, cannot
be charged on the general plan, or the wife
regulations of the great father of this vaft
empire, but on weak prineces, and wicked
minifters, who commonly pervert power,
miflead the prince, and opprefs the people.

The Ruflians, formerly favage, but now
civilized, are a brave, and virtuous people,
their manners mild, and their judges juft;
nor are there in the world better officers and
bolder men. Merit in Ruflia is the fure
road to preferment, and none but men are

admitted
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admitted into pofts of honour and confide- -
ration : Boys, or milk fops, however nobly
born, have no chance in the army or navy,
nor can family-influence prefer them:

~In Ruflia nothing pleafed me more than
their ealy and elegant civility and difcretion to
ftrangers, a virtue this for which all ranks
are remarkable. In Ruffia too, accefs to
juftice is exceeding eafy and inexpenfive, and
it but rarely happens that the injured are not
repaired.

Rudenefs is fcarce known in Rulffia, nor is
this to be wondered at, as the Great Peter
in one of his regulations exprefsly enjoins
due _deference to be paid to all degrees of
men ; hence every perfon lives in peace, in
quiet and fecurity.

Britons juftly boaft of the Briti(h conftitu-
tion, but it is a grofs abufe of it to confider
that of any eother nation with contempt; a
practice, however, which but too often oc-
curs. The author,| partial to his country,
joins in general in its juft praife, but the
gentle reader will, he humbly hopes, have
him forgiven if he fhould here regret a grie-
vous defect in our police, which deferves con-
fideration. |

I had a younger brother whom I brought
up under my own eye, and who ferved in
all the late wars in America and the Weft In-
dies, and bravely fell in driving off the ene-
my from a hill which covered the Moro

caftle,
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caftle, which he effected with a finall num-
ber of his brave countrymen in the Royal.
His colonel, a general officer, wrote a polite
letter, now in my pofleflion, condoling with
his aged parents, and has it in thefe memora-
ble words : ¢¢ I heartily condole with Lieute-
nant Cook’s aged parents, they have had a
great lofs in their fon, but the Royal has alfo
received a very remarkable lofs of a brave
gallant officer.”

It was expected, and one fhould think,
not without reafon, that Lieutenant Cook’s
heirs would have received fome finall {hare,
or pittance of the booty got at the Havan-
nah ; but his. friends were difappointed,
though it is certain, he loft his life not by
accident, or by acting improperly, but in
bravely and exactly obeying the orders of his
fuperiors.  Indeed, if he had furvived the
taking of that city, his proportion of the booty
would not have been a premium, as every
one knows that the diftribution of it was re-
markbly partial and unequal, repugnant to
every juft and proper regulation. Gentle-
men, who are intrufted with a command,
deferve, no doubt, the firft diftinction in dig-
nity and emolument ; but it will be hard to
find a police or political arithmetic, fufficient
to warrant a fcheme of divifion, by which
one or two got all, and 20,000 men got in
a manner, nothing. A police {o partial and im-
Proper, fhould, with {ubmiflion, be amended ;

for
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for however officers, unwilling to difturb the
public peace, may find it convenient to con-
nive at fuch an oeconomy, it.has a natural ten-
dency to reprefs ardour,and extinguifh emula-
tion ; and therefore though gentlemen will e-
ver do their duty, yet great efforts cannot be
expected, nor glorious exploits be performed.,

C.HA P 38K

IWhat happencd ar’ Peterfboff, and clfewherc,

FAVING made fome general remarks
H upon the government, religion, and
policy of Ruilia,I fhall relate particulars as they
occur in the courfe of my travels. Next
morning after I arrived in St Peterfburgh, I
went to the Medicine Chancery with my land-
lord, and produced the letter from Cronftade
to the Archiator. The fecretary received it,
but told me that the Archiator was at Peters
hoff, and was not expelted till the Court re-
turned, which was very uncertain: Bus ad-
vifed me to go and wait on’ him there. .

‘Accordingly, having hired horfes, I next
day fet out with a Ruffian, with whom [
could have no converfation. ~When we' ar-
rived, I difiniffed my Ruflian, and walked
towards the palace into the garden on the
fouth, where T faw the guards encamped on
the banks of a beautiful canal, with their of-

ficers
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Ticers {uperb tents next the palace. I {poke
to many people, but I was underflood by
none. 1 walked till I was quite tired and
well appetifed, when T left this pleafant gar-
den, not knowing where to go, nor to whom
to apply. At laft, it was my good fortune
to fpeak to a German, a butler, very well
dreflfed. He told me that he had been in
England, afked me When I arrived? with
many other queftions; and very civilly de-
fired I would go to his lodgings and accept
of a collation. I was no way averfe to that,
and indeed he gave me plenty of meats, ex-
ceedingly well dreffed, and as much Burgun-
dy as I cared for, and rather more. He
told me that he had no acquaintance of the
Archiator, but that a furgeon to her Maje-
fty, a countryman of mine, would be at Pe-
terfhoff next day, and that I fhould be very
welcome to a bed in his lodgings, as I would
be very ill accommeodated in the neighbour-
ing village.

He favoured me with the knowledge of
many things, and exprefled his furprize that
I had walked in the garden covered, with-
out being affronted. He aflured me that none
were allowed to pafs by the Emprefs’s win-
dows, but with their hats under their arms,
and therefore imagined that the Emprefs had
probably feen me, and given charge not to
moleft me: Probably this was true, for I had
obferved many chevaliers in their orders, and

others
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others walking as he defcribed them, but I
lIooked upon them as fine gentlemen of rank
and fortune juft amufing themielves.

For all his kindnefs ‘I returned him my
unfeigned thanks, and begged him to accept
of fome money for my good entertains
ment. At this he {miling {faid, that he fold
nothing ; and that none who had the honour
to ferve the Emprefs durft take any thing for
any little civility they might have in their

wer to {hew to ftrangers.

I then told him that I wanted to go for
Cronftadt, and that I would return next
morning if I could get a boat. He immedi-
ately went with me through the north gar-
den to a key opening into the frith, and got
me a p]acc in a ten oared barge, in company
with two gentlemen, with whom he fpoke.

We immediately put off, and foon reach-
ed our port: The failors rowed extremely
well ; I underftood they belonged to Admiral
Gordon. 1 attempted to fpeak with the
gentlemen, but we could not underftand one
another, as they underftood neither Latin nor
Englifh. They were, however, extremely po-
lite, offering me a piece of fuggared mufk-
melon, very delicious, and alfo a fhare of
their wine.

Next morning early, I hired a boat and
went for Ranyboam: That palace is four or
five miles fouth from Cronftadt, a moft a-
greeable fituation.  From the windows, one

has
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has a view of Cronftadt city, with all the
thipping, and a very extenfive fheet of wa-
ter in the gulf of Finland. From this I
walked to Peterfhoff being only three or four
miles diftant. Peter the Great took much
delight in Ranybcam, and, if he had lived
longer,would have madeit more beautiful than
even Peterfhoff. It was in Ranyboam, Peter
the third was feized by his barbarous and
traiterous {ubjects.

-

C:H AP =XRXI:
A Continuation of whar bappencd ar Peterfhoffe

‘T my- arrival I went to Mr Lewis Calder-
wood’s lodgings, one of the houfehold
{urgeons who had come from St Peterfburgh
to change with another furgeon, a' German
called Menzies. After I had acquainted him
with my bufinefs, we breakfafted together,
and he immediately introduced me to the Ar-
chiator, one Dr Fifher a Livonian. It was eafy
to {ee that he affumed great ftate, and Mr
Calderwood advifed me to give him the title
of Excellence, which I did not forget. He
{poke in Latin very elegantly, and after hav-
ing afked me a great number of queftions,
he advifed me to teach furgery, telling me
that though my education that way might be
very good, yet he could not think my expe-
L perience
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perience could be great, confidering my

outh; and in fhort that he would grant me
a good falary and horfe, fervants, and fire-
wood.

I returned him my moft refpectful acknowy-
ledgments for the care he exprefled for me, and
candidly confeffed that'though my experience
could not be called extenfive, I had yet made
as good ufe of my time as was in my power,
and that I was ready to perform any piece of
furgery, which he fhould appoint. I tol
him, that a long and lingering difeafe had re-
duced me to what he fasv, and which mighe
caufe him think me younger than I really
was. But I aflured him that though I had
come to Ruffia to have the honour to ferve the
Emprefs, and was ready to go any where,

et I was determined never to commence
fchoolmafter, for two prineipal reafons; the
firft was that a fedentary life would never
give me the f{malleft chance of recovering
my loft health; and the next was, that I had
a natural averfion from that way of life, and
never could bnng myfelf to ﬁlblmt to the
drudgery of it.

At this he fimiled, {poke fomewhat to Mr
Calderwood in the German language, and
faid to me that he would immediately order
my examination, and that when he fhould ar-
rive in St Peterfburgh, which would be in 4
few days, we fhould talk more about it. We
then retired; I dined with Meflrs Calder-

wood
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wood and Menzies, and returned the {ame
day to St Peterfburgh with Mr Menzies, who,
on the road favoured me with many a fine ad-
vice how I {hould behave.

He told me, under fecrecy, never to en
gage but by contract, nor to {ign any papers
till fome -of my countrymen had explained
their contents. He faid that people {poke bue
little there, and that aword to the wile was
fufficient. Intwo or three daysthereafter I was
brought to my examination before. nine gen-
tlemen, but only two of them could {peak
Latin; however one of them interpreted to
the reft, and from them to me. Having fi-
nifhed it, they told me that they had little to
fay againft my qualifications but that as I
{eemed very young they could not think my
experience could be great. They examined
me on anatomy, . {urgery, medicine and
pharmacy. They propofed fundry difeafes
and caufed me write fuch medicines,  &c.
as I thought fit for fuch complaints, and
very politely difiniffed me after they had kept
me about three hours : Howeyer they gave me
a few glafles of wine, and allowed, nay cn-
treated me to fit down. My landlord, who
was very obliging, told me that the examiners
were very well pleafed with my anfwers,

At the Archiator’s arrival, I was {ent for,
he told me that it would be very agreeable to
him if I would engage only for two or three
years to teach furgery, This I abfolutely re-
. fufed,
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fufed, and infifted on ferving one year at
Jeaft in St Peterfburgh,either in the fleet or in
the hofpitals; he faid that could not be grant-
ed, becaufe he' had already engaged five more
than the ordinary number in the fleet, that the
- hofpitals were over complement, but that,
rather than I fhould return, he would fend
me to a good garrifon, or to one of the ar-
mies then ating againft the Turks, which T
declined, took my leave, and refolved to re-
turn home,

CHAP. XXIL
The Author engageth in the Ruffian Service,

IMMEDIATELY applied to Mr Rown-

I dox the Britith Refident for a paffport,
who fent a memorial by me to the college of
foreign affairs. " They told me to make my
appearance to-morrow, and every day after
that, I got the fame anfiver, and this conti-
nued till I went to Mr Bell of Antermony,
told him that the Britith {hlppmg were all go-
ing home, and I muit be left, if I could not
get home directly, in which cafe I fhould
be obliged to fubmit to any agreement they
-might think proper.  That truly worthy
gentleman went with me; and expoftulated
with them fo eff'eéh:ally, that they told him
they were forbid granting a paflport by a
memorial
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memorial from the Medicine Chancery, Up-
on this, Mr Bell procured a poﬁtiVe-meﬂégc-
from Mr Rowndox to the chancery, in which,
as I was informed, amongft other things, he.
faid that if the Chancery offered to ftop my
returning home, on the morrow he was to
wait upon the Emprefs, and would not fail
to lay the affair before her Majefty. This
had the effect; the Chancery was fo uneafy
at fuch a refolute declaration, that they fent
for me by the time I got to my lodging, and
granted my demands the 3oth day of Sep-
tember. fest '

The Archiator told me that he would have
a care of me, and be as a parent, providing
I did not neglect my bufinefs, but acted ac-
cording to the regulations. I bowed before
him, but humbly obferved that it could not
be expeted I could, as if I was infpired,
know the regulations ; becaufe I was not on-
ly a ftranger, but could neither read nor
{peak their language: At this he laughed,
and faid all that he meant by regulations at
prefent, was only to attend the hofpital,
where I was going to be fettled, twice every
day; and in difficult cafes to afk the advice
of the phyficians and furgeons.

This I ackowledged was moft reafonable,
and I aflured him that I would pledge nay
life for the faithful performance of it.

He faid he had fent orders to the fupreme
furgeon in the fea-hofpital to caufe a lodging

to
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to be. got ready for me, that it would be
right I f{hould go to him in a day or two,
hut that he had ordered to give me leave for
one month to get all my affairs in order 3 and
thus this affair ended to my fatisfaction.

CHAP XXIIIL
The Author employed in the General Hofpital.

WAITED upon the fupreme furgeon of

I the fea-hofpital Mr Engbrodt a Swedifh
prifoner, in company with Mr Selkirk fur-
geon 'to the guards. - Mr Engbrodet, received
me very politely, and told us that he had got
ovders about me, he faid that I might board
myfelf at the gardener’s, where all the gentle-
men batchelors in both hofpitals were pro-
vided with dinner and fupper, and that I
fhould always be welcome to his table, when
it was convenient for me. < He advifed me
to be fure to make my repair to the hofpital
precifely at the end of the month; becaufe,
whatever inclination he might have to be-
friend me, it would not be in his power ;
becaufe he was obliged to make out regular
reports and fend them to the Chancery once,
at leaft, every week; that though the Archi-
ator might overlook it, yet it could add
nothing to my character to begin my {ervice
with neglect of duty. I anfwered him, that
Idid
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I did not intend to take half the time the Ar-
chiator had been gracioufly pleafed to grant
‘me, and therefore defired he would give or-
-ders to have my lodgings foon put in order.
I then took my leave, and in eight or ten
days thereafter, entered upon my employ. In
juftice to the gentlemen in both hofpitals, 1
muft here confels that from them I received
many and f{ignal civilities.

I was alfo allowed a young gentlem'm, Mr
Rolen, who fpoke Latin well, to go with me
as my interpreter when I vifited the fick. 1
clofely attended the anatemical preparations,
and, when the work amongft my patients was
over, I {carcely was ever out of the diffect-
ing chamber. I bad not followed bufinels
above a fortnight when Mr Hanhaft profeflor
of anatomy, a Swils, who had ever thewed
me great friendfhip, and one of the beft ana-
tomifts in Europe, came to my chamber,
and begged of me as a mighty favour, that
I would prepare the leflon for next day, in
recard he had fome bufinefs of much im-
portance to tranfaét that day in the city.

I anfwered that few things could give me
greater pleafure than to ferve him, from
whom I had received fo many marks of
friendfhip; that I was truly proud of his
thinking me fit for fuch employment ; and
that it would be moft agreeable to me, if he
would frequently honour me with it. He
gave me the leffon, which I got ready long

‘ ; before
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before night. Next day I was prefent when,
the cadaver was brought into the theatre,
Mr Hanhaft viewed my work very carefully;
and, as I was told by Mr Rofen, faid a great
deal in my favour. At the end of his dif-
courfe he afked me, If I waswilling to prepare
the lefTons with or without his afliftance as oc-
cafion might require ! I anfwered, nothin
could give me greater pleafure : Whereupon
he read an order to the gentlemen in the hof-
pital, letting them know that I was difcharg-
ed from all bufinefs in the hofpital, except
when I chufed to help, and that I was ap-
pointed by the Medicine Chancery folely to
repare the leffons: But I never neglected
vifiting the fick, though I was appointed to
no particular ward, by this means I had it in
my option to vifit all the wards, without be-
ing a flave to any. Soon after this, the Ar-
chiator arrived to vifit the hofpituls, he fent
for me, and faid that he was well pleafed
with me, and would not forget to do for me
better, I returned him thanks for what he
had done, and retired. When he was gone,
the profeffor told me that the Archiator’s {on
was to ftudy anatomy in our hofpital, advifed
me to make fome preparations for him, and
when he fhould be in the diffecting chamber
that I fhould fhew him any part he defired to
be informed of. I took this in very good
part, and immediately fet to work, injected
and prepared an eye with all its mufcles, ar-
' teries,
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teries, véins and nerves, alfo a heart, and
varnithed them ¢ I got the {inall bones of the -
ear joined together in their natural fitwation
within the cavity, carefully fawn afunder,-
and at different times I prefented him with.
thefe factitious affairs. _ &
- He frequently invited me to vifit him, but
I always excufed myfelf. Thus I lived much.
to my own {atisfaction till March 15th1737,
when I very unexpetedly got orders to re-.
pair to the galley-haven and attend the fick.
in that place; becaufe one furgeon was dead,
and the other {o far gone in a confumption
that he could do but little fervice. Mr Han-
hart exprefled rather a greater diffatisfaction:
than [ did: He told me that he intended to
80 to Leyden for one year; and take out his
degrees as phyfician: For which he undoubt-
edly was well qualified: That he had told the
Archiator of this long ago, arid that he had
recommended me to {upply his place: With
all which, the Archiator {eemed very well
pleafed. He faid, that he did not altogether
defpair but this might happen; becaufe he
Wwas certain the Chancery {carcely knew what
to do for qualified furgeons, as there was
a daily lofs of them in the armics.  He faid,
that he hoped that was the Archiator’s inten-
tion, becaufe I was fent to no diftance, and
to be in a fixed place. _
With regret I left this hofpital, and the
fame day made my appearance at the galley-
M haven
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haven to the refiding commander in chief]
who was a Greek, and, what is far better, 3

man. He was about 6o years of age : |
was much taken with him,and he daily invited
me to his houte. He was very {ober and
difcreet, had only one daughter, a pretty
lady about 17, and fhe was as complaifant
as her father, who doated on her. I was o
well received by this good old man that |
had very near forgot the hofpital, and in-
deed I lived in good fiiendfhip with all the
inferior officers. I wasappointed a boat with
four oars to ufe-as I plealed. Many officers
and our general lived in the city, but it was
my duty to go at leaft once a week to vifit
our fick in the general fea-hofpital : For -al-
though there was a fimall hofpital in the gal~
ley-haven, yet, by the regulations, I was or-
dered to fend all patients, whofe difeales
would take a long time to cure to St Peter{~
burgh. Our hofpital was confidered only as
a place prepared for fudden ailments and ac-
cidents.

Next day I waited upon our general, ap
old'man, and a Rufs, whofe name was Ivan
Golovine. He received me very well.  His
adjutant defired I would take a glafs of wine
with him in his apartment, to which I a-
greed, and he told me that our commander
was a man of no merit, and remarkably ob-
ftinate.

‘He
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He faid that he was indeed of a good fa-
mily, and that was his only qualification;
for there was not a fingle aétion that he ever
did, or indeed could do, for the good of
the Empire, and he  was befides altogether
illicerate. ' :

This adjutant was a German, and a good
{cholar. He told me that Peter the Great -
{ent for our general when he was young, and
having been told of his character, defired hum
to live in the palace, or ferve in his armies
or fleet, The anfwer he gave to the Empe-
ror was, that he wifhed he would know him
no better than the late Emperor his father
knew his Golovine’s father. At this time it
pleafed the Emperor, and he wanted fuch
people about him who without fear or flat-
tery, would tell him what they knew.

Peter the Great appointed him an officer
in the galleys, which he never commanded
in perfon, and foon afterwards advanced
him to the rank of general, but kept him
conftantly about his perfon. He faid, at Ka-
ritzin when the Emperor was going to profe-
cute his war in Perfia, this gencral was mif-
{ing two or three days, nor could the Empe-
ror get motice where he was; but as he
was much given to drink, {fuppofed he might
be in fome conmymon houle. The Emperor
to find out where he was, and allo to punifh
his pride, caufed the drums to beat through
the city,.and . at certain places, caufed the

crier
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crier to. make known to the inhabitants, that
the general of the galleys was loft; and therefore
ordered that whoever knew of him, fhould
nnmcdlatcly make difcovery, without lofs of
time, offering a reward to the difeoverer of
three farthings, but threatening punifhment
to any who fhould dare to conéeal him.

This had the effect : It roufed him: He in-
ftantly deferted his drunken companions, went
to the Empcror and expoftilated with him
about affronting in {o public a manner an offi-
cer of his rank, threatening at the {fame time
that he would be revenged.

This plcafed the Empcror, for he kept
him by way of a buffoon, and confequent-
ly allowed him all liberty of {peech. The Em-
peror ufed to ‘take an hour’s fleep after din-
ner which is the cuftom in thefe countries :
He loved the flcet as is well known to excels.

A fleet of {mall veflels at that time lay at
Tzaritz :md while he was fleeping in onc of
them, Golowue ordered all the bells in the
city to be rung, and at the fame time to
make an alarm w1th all the drums ; which in
Rufiia, is a certain ﬁrrn of iometlunrr ex-
traordinary.

The Empcror difturbed out of his {leep,
made cnqmry at the oflicers on board
concerning the caufe of this alarm. They
all faw there was no fire in the city, but
could not conceive what was the matter ;
wherefore the Emperor went to the com-

mandant
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‘mandant to enquire. He knew as little of
the caufe as' his Majefty, but faid that the
general of the galleys had given fuch orders:

“All fearch was made for him, but he was not

to be found.
At laft Golovine, who perfeéily knew the

Emperor’s way, ftayed fo long till he thought
the Emperor would be pleafed to fee him a-
gain, he was only hid in an old cafk which was
in the houfe where the Emperor refided
when in town. He told the Emperor that
was the revenge he tool.. for thc affront he
had given him.

The Emperor’s anger being over, Golo-
vine got off, but was ferioufly advifed never
more to adventure on {uch daring actions,
left he might fuffer the lofs of his head,
‘Many fuch ftories were told of him, but this
is {ufficient to fhew that the man was ad-
mired only for his folly and impertinence.

The Emprefs Anne took pleafure in pla-
guing him, and the more rude he exprefled
himfelf to her, fhe liked him the better, how-
ever the greateft lord durft' not affront him ;
for, though he could do little or no good, he
was yet able to do,and had done, much haim:

The galley-haven is truly a pleafant for-
trefs: It is fituated on the well end of Vaiilie
Oftroff on the eaft end of the gulph of Fin-
land, and communicates with St Peterfburgh

with a profpective cut through the woods. I
was told there were 200 galleys kept here,
and
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and I believe there ar¢ not many fewer. I
have frequently feen them, though I ne-
yer numbered them, They are drawn out of
the water and kept under fhades in the win-
ter, but they are eafily launched, when need-
ful. . The garrifon keeps a good look-out,
and will permit none to enter without orders
from the main-guard, though men of diftinc-
tion, and acquainted with all the officers,

CHAP XXIV.

The Author receives orders to march. Great
conflagrations in St Petersburgh, and the
eriminals punifbed.

NE day Mr Farcharfon Profeffor of A-

" ftronomy came from the Academy to
drink tea with me, but, although all the
younger officers had fludied under him, and
particularly the gentlemen at that time on
guard, whom he well knew, he could not
get admittance till the eommander gave or-
ders. . Indeed the Captain ran to the gate,
and condudted his old regent with great de-
ference to my houfe, When feated, the good
old profeflor told him, that he was glad to have
lived o long as to fee many gentlemen in
the fleet, formerly his pupils, of diftinguifhed
learning, who could prefcribe laws to him,
Compliments on' both fides were not want-
1ag. I {pent my time in this pleafant place,
and
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and amongft agreeable company, only till the
beginning of Auguft, when one :Inorning i
was furprized with an order from the Medi-
cine Chancery for me to attend the admiral-’
ty, and get ready to march to a village on the’
river Don called Cotcholoff, diftant about 30
or 40 miles from Afoph, which now was in
poffeffion of the Ruflian army.

I acknowledge it furptifed me not a little,
yet after refletion I found that I had no rea-
fon to complain, fince I had lived in St Pe-
terfburgh one year. But, before I enter up-
on my travels, I again muft fay I never bad
fpent a year fo pleafantly as at this place,
nor did I ever meet with any thing incommo-
dious during that whole time, nor any thing
which could give uneafinefs to any of my
agreeable mneighbours, except two very ter-
vible conflagrations in the city of St Peteri-
burgh. , '

The firft happened in May or June, and
burnt dewn many fine palaces, befides her
Majefty’s great difpenfary, and the Medicine
Chancery in that fireet called the Milion.
The other burnt down fome hundreds of
houfes, moftly indeed of timber, in that part
of the city called the Little Morikoy.

Here I was prefent, and lmppened to
ftand by the fide of a canal near a great brick
houle belonging to a prince, all in flames. The
roof was fallen in, and few of the byftanders
were taking any notice of it, when it fud-

denly
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denly blew up with fuch a fhock as made the -
earth tremble where we {tood. :
~ The day was ferene, little wind, but very
hot, but in an inftant we were all covered
with 1o thick a {fimoke; that the fun could not -
be feen for fome time: In a minute however, -
after the blaft, or lefs time, many chairs, tables,
and other pieces of furniture, fome of them
half burnt, fell from the air into the canal
adjoining, without hurting any one perfon.-
It was indeed fortunate that nene of them fell
on the other {ide of the canal where were
very large and coftly magazines of hemp,
ropes, cables, pitch, tar, &w. belonging to
the Emprefs, for had the fire reached that ma-
gazine, all the Englifh merchants houfes and
the Admiralty would have been deftroyed.

It was found out that the fire was fet to
the- houfes in different ftreets at once, fo that
the poor inhabitants could fcarcely fave any
thing, and before any help could come, the
whole Morfkoy was in flames. Three incen-
diaries were taken, two men and a woman,
thefe I faw executed a few days thereafter, in
the ruins of the Morfkoy. The men were
each chained to the top of a large maft fixed
in the ground ; they ftood upon fmall {caf-
folds and many thoufand billets of wood
were built from the ground, f{o as to form a
pyramid round each maft. Thefe pyramids
were f{o high as to reach within two or three
fathoms of the litte ftages on which the men

ftood
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ftood in their {hirts, and their'drawers: They
were condemned in this manner to be burnt
to powder : But . before the pyramids were
{et on fire, the woman was brought betwixt
thefe mafts, and a declaration of . their villa-
ny, and the order for their execution, read.
The men called out loudly; that, though
they were guilty, yet the woman was inno-
cent, however the woman’s head was chop-
ped off:  For they never expofc the perfons
of women, either by hanging or burning, let
their crime be what it will.  Poflibly had the
Emprefs Anne been at Peterfburgh, the wo-
man would have been pardoned ; it was faid
however, that the proof was very clear, and
that the woman knew, that the villains were
determined to commit this horrid crime, fome
days before it happened:

No fooner was the woman’s head chopped
-off, than a link was put to the wooden pyra-
mids, and as the timber was very dry, it
formed in an inftant a very terrible fire: The
-men would foon have died bad not the wind
frequently blown the flames from them; how-
cever, they both expired in lefs than three

quarters of an hour, in great torment.
An accident happened at this execution,
-which amufed many people. Immediately
after the men were dead, a young airy
writer, very neatly drefled, was running
through the ruins, in order to fee the execu-
N tion :
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tion: The whole ground was coverd with the
charcoal from the late conflagration, fo that
none were {afe to go any where but on the
paved ftreets : As the Ruffians are obliged to
keep their ftreets and houfes {weet and
clean: Every houfe has conveniences for that
purpofe, and the poor writer,gazing at the cri-
minals, as he haftened towards the place of
execution, plumped into one of thefe above
the middle. Many of the guards, and others,
not f{atisfied with {coffing and laughing at the
unfortunate writer, threw into the filth pieces
of burnt wood, bricks and {tones, with a
view to {plafh him all over. Such treatment
fharpened the ingenuity of the diftrefled
writer, and fired his refentment to the high-
eft pitch.

As they were very near him, he threw plenty
of the fetid ftuff about him, bedaubed many,
and forced them to retreat to a greater di-
ftance, by which means he got out without
great interruption, but his rage was {o great,
thatinftead of going home, he run amongft the
guards, who he imagined were the caufe of
the ludricous condition he was expofed to.
Many of them he bedaubed, well knowing
they would not efcape punifhment for hay-
“ing their cloaths fo damaged: Indeed I be-
Tieve the Ruflian guards were pever put to
fuch a {fhameful flight.

CHAP,
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CHAP XXV.

Aecdotes duri'ng. the Author’s Sfay in St Pe
tersburgh ¢ Coins, Weights and Meafures,

ANY very entertaining and magnificent

| fireworks were exhibited on the river
Neva, and grand illuminations for the fuc-
cefs of the Ruflian arms againft the Turks,
{o expenfive and grand that many people
fkilled in fuch works, faid that they did not
believe the like had ever been feen in any
part of Europe: Therockets were terrible. The
charge of each large one was faid to weigh an
extraordinary weight, and when they had rifen
to an immenfe height in the air, they burft with
an explofion equal to that of a large cannon,
and exhibited many fire balls, of various co-
Iours, falling down to the carth: A great va-
riety of wheels, and many other things whofe
names I am unacqa:unted with, were played
off, fo that in mldmght, one -might have
feen as clearly as in mid-day. The grand
illuminations were placed on a large tumber
building of two ftories high, and a great
length, ereted on the north fide of the river
oppofite the winter palace. The lamps ex-
hibited flames of different eolours, reprefent-
ing the laft city or fortification taken from
the Turks, fuch as Afoph, Perecop, Kin-
burn,
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burn, Kinbam, &’c. Before the fire works were
played off, there was ereted upon the river a
large tall maft, on which was hung a white
fheet of cloath, as broad as the fail of the lar-
geft fhip of war, but longer, fire was put to this
dSthﬁ {ignal for beginning : The flame ran
up the fheet 1n&ant]y like a flath of hght-
ening, butleft upon it the figure of the city,
for the honour of which thc works were to
be played off, in a deep and glofly fire which
continued ten or twelve minutes, before the
fheet was deftroyed.  Whilft the fpe@ators
were obferving this figure, all the lamps were
expeditioufly lighted, which, as was faid, ex-
hibited the fame figure, but in a2 much more
exten{ive Ipacc, and thefe contmued burning
the whole time, and even longer than the
fireworks lafted. As the timber galleries
were upwards of two hundred foot long,
the regularity and difpatch in performing
thefe wonderful works no doubt {furprifed me,
and they had much the fame effect upon
people more acquainted with them.
" As I was a ftranger, and neither underftood
the manner nor language of the people, I laid
‘down a plan of behaviour, which was to remark
* the ordinary cuftoms of the people, and to ufe
all the gentle ways in my power to make them
‘underftand me. I'meant no ill, and never to
‘fhew anger or refentment, but with a refo-
‘lution to put my threats in as compleat exe-
“cution as I was -ahle, and to go as little out
; ‘ in
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in the night time as I could, which I doubt
not' was the caufe of my efcaping many
troubles and affronts at firft.
* I'fhall make two or three remarks of what
happened to me during my ftay at St Peter{
burgh. I went into the great-fquare before’
the fummer palace to fee the firft regiment of
guards exercifed 'called Preprofeniky, con~
fifting of betwixt: five and Goo men. I
walked towards a canal which furrounds the
palace and gardens, in order to get behind
the guards, and: get out of the croud.
Looking up the canal, I efpied on the op-
poﬁte ﬁde a magnificently rich tent, the firfk
time I faw the Empreis, accompanied with
a great number of ladies and gentlemen. It
was eafy to know her by the refpectfol di-
ftance the ladies and gentlemen  kept ; the
gentlemen were all uncovered, I thought it
could not be taken ill, if I went a little nigh-
er to get a view of the Emprefs and court,
but walked very cautioufly with my hat un~
der my arm. A lord called out and made a
motion with his hand towards me, and think-
‘ing I had tranfgrefled, was going off, but
with-my eyes fixed on the Court, when I ob-
" ferved the Emprefs turn, and heard her fpeak;
at which, the fame perfon moved down the
fide of the canal nearer to me, and {poke,
made motions, as I thought fignifying that
I'fhould come nearer to where the Court was.
At firft, I daped not, bug by the many mo-
tions
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tions he made, I ventured forward, though
flowly, and had the fatisfaction to fce one
of the grandeft courts in the world. The
Empréfs Anne was no beauty, but had fome-
thing {0 graceful and full of majefty, that it
had a ftrange effect upon me; I, at the fame
time, both feared and revered her. The men
were in the richeft drefs, and alfo the ladies, a-
mong(t whom were many very exquifite beau-
ties : However I ftole away, as impcreepti-
biy and fuddenly as I could.

The Princefles Elizabeth and Anne made
very fine appearancés and were both very
beaudiful.

At another time, I was invited to dine at
Mr Selkirk’s, who lived on the north fide of
ghe river, oppofite the fummer palace. [
went to the common ferry, which I had up-
on former occafions pafled many times: A

number of people went into a boat,
which I fuppofed was to crofs the river, but,
to my difappointment,carried me up the Ne-
va to the eaft of the palace, where I had ne-
ver been : I payed my fare, went afhore, and
as I could not get to the other fide, wander-
ed about fecking my way to the city ; but
met with difficulties from canals, high walls,
and blind flreets, At laft, quite fatigued,
I faw a gate open into a garden, and fine
gravel walks, which afterwards I was in-
formed was a gardén and fummer-houfe be-
longing to the Emprefs: Two granadiers
. {tood
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ftood centinels at that gate, who would not
fuffer me to enter: I then returned to the
ftairs where I had landed, expe@ing when a
boat fhould put off. “Fhe Ruflians are the
moft dextrous at finding out, and relievin
the want of ftrangers, of any people, I be-
lieve,in the world. I had not floed long, when
a waterman came and {poke to me, but I
not knowing what he faid, pointed to the o-
ther fide, and fhewed him a handful of cop-
per money: He pointed to his boat, took me
by the hand, and carried me to the port I
defired, nor would he take fo much money
as I'thought he deferved ; for they dare take
no more than their fare.

Another time after the froft had begun, I
was walking under the fhade at the great
market-place, wanting to buy fomewhat. At
once, a Rullian merchant took hold of me by
the arm, {aying fomething : He took a hand-
ful of {how,and was going to apply it to my
face, when I twifted myi'clf from him, but
by a certain gentlenefs in his deportment,
and 111mety in his countenance, I fubmitted,
and he again feized me and rubbed one of
my cheeks with fhow till it glowed. I did
not well know what to make of it, but was
told at my return home, that my cheek was
frofted, and that the Ruffians never obferve
that in any perion, but they immediately rub
the part well with {now, which indeed I have

- fince
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fince experienced to be a fafe and certain
cures :

‘When I lived at_the galley-haven, it was
my duty daily to.go and vifit the fick offi-
cers who lived in the city, and {fometimes it
.was late before I could return. I had been
warned to take care not to go en the Pro-
{pective; becaufe many people had been rob-
‘bed and murdered there in the night time, I
‘therefore generally went through a private
road in the woods at a diftance from the Pro-
fpective, A gentleman; lieutenant in the
fleet, Mr Alexander Gordon having had {ome
bufinefs in St Peterfburgh, and having a de
fire to take his bed in my houfe, lived with
me fome weeks.

One night we were late together in the
city, and propofed to go home through the
‘Profpective, efpecially as the night was not
-very dark. We had come near the end of
‘the avenue, when four men rufhed from the
~woods towards us: We both, refolute enough,
drew our fivords and were determined neij-
ther to give nor receive quarters. The rogues
obferving that it would hazard their lives and
a detection, fuddenly retired again'into the
‘woods, leaving us a free paflage into the
galley-haven.

I was obliged to attend the admiralty in
order to get my difpatches and money for
the journey, and horfes. Thus I had attend-
ed daily for three or four weeks, and every

time
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time applied to a fecretary called Newleboff,
a great rogue: His anfwer every time he faw
me was, Zaftra, that is to fay, to-morrow ;
not knowing the meaning of this, and that I
might be blameable for not applying to o-
thers, I complained to one Gordon a fecreta-
ry, and tranflator for the Britifh; alfo by the
admiralty.

He declined meddling in this affair, as he
was afraid of getting ill-will from the Rufiian
fecretaries; but told me, that, notwithitand-
ing bribes were on pain of death, forbidden
to be either offered or received, yet that fe-
cretary would {carcely do any thing, unlefs
forced, or without fome acknowledgment. He
was of opinion, I fhould go to the admiralty
daily, and make figns to any gentleman I
might fee, and fay what he had taught me.
I no fooner had got my leflon, but I went,
and it was my fortune to {ee the principal {e-
cretary, to whom I addrefled myfelf in my
jargon.  Whilft I was endeavouring to make
him conceive what I meant, a gentleman
came from the board to fpeak with this fecre-
tary ; neither of them could underftand me ;
but this gentleman, who I afterwards learnt
was procurator, took me by the hand, and
led me to the beard. An admiral, called
Mufhiacoff, {poke to me in good Englifh.

This gentleman had been long in England,
and had frequently fhewn much favour to Bri-
tith fubjects : To him I laid open the whole

O truth:
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truth : He defired me to wait a little ; and
gave orders in the Rufs language. Soon there-
after, Nelewboff appeared, when he obfery-
ed I was there, he changed colours, and no
doubt {aid fomewhat for his exenfe, whilft
he was {peaking, he frequently looked to
nie, and put on an angry and difdainful
countenance. [ imagined he was accufing
me, and knowing it muft be falfe, faid in
Rufs, ¢“ Te chudoi cheloveck,”” which fignifies
that he was a very bad man. Idid not know
that I had exceeded in faying {o to an oflicer,
but the Lords of the Admiralty fell into an
exceeding fit of laughing, and without more
ado gave him orders.

Admiral Mufhiacoff defired me to go with
him, and told me he hoped there would be
no more delay, but if there was, he ordered
me to wait on the admiralty next day, Ac-
cordingly we went out together; when we
came to the outer room where the principal
fecretary and writers were, at the fight of
us they fell into an immoderate fit of laugh-
ter at Nelewboff and me, which feemed much
to difturb him, and going through the admi-
ralty yard, he ftopped, {poke in paflion, and
threatened, at which I clapped my hand on
my fword and wanted to return; on this
he changed his tone, talked calmly,
and in the moit abje¢t manner took me by
the hand, led me to his apartment, fent
for Gordon, and begged all animofity mighs

be
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be laid afide, afluring me that things could
not be furni(hed that day, but next morning
they fhould be ready.

For once he kept his word, and I was di{-
patched without any further trouble. The
adnum.h:y, without my dcﬁre, alfo ordered an
old marine, who could fpeak a mediey of
Englith and Hollands, which I had no diffi-
culty to underftand, to convoy me; this old
foldier had been through that country in Pe-
ter the Great’s time.

Before I leave this eity, I imagine it wiil
be agreeable to give fome account of the mo-
ney, weights and meafures. The coin con-
fifts of ducats of gold, rubles, half rubles,
or poltines, quarter rubles, or chetwerte ru-
bleoff, griveners or ten copeaks, and copeaks
of filver, five copeaks, two copeaks, half’ co-
peaks or dinifhkas, and quarter copeaks or
polufhka of copper.

A Rufs ducat is worth two rubles. A ruble
is in our money much about four fhillings
and fixpence, the dqnommatmns of half and
quaster ruble exprefs their value ; a grivener
is the value of the tenth part of a ruble, as
a copeak is the hundreth part, They alfo
count by altines, which is at prefent no
coin. An altine contains three copeaks. I
never faw an account which mentions ducats.
The higheft denominations of money in their
accounts are expreft by a fum of rubles.

Ruflian
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Ruffian weights confift of zolotnicks, lotes,
funts or pounds, poeds and berkewitz. A zo-
lotnick weighs two penny-weight 17 grains
1 fourth Englith. Three zolotnicks make a
lote; 32 lotes make a pound. The Rufs
pound is exaltly apothecary weight ; forty
pounds make a pood ; ten poods make a

“berkwitz, and 63 poods make a tun.

Liquid meafure confifls of crufkas, vedros,
{takans, anchors and hogs. Eight crufkas
make a vedro, one and a half vedro make a
{takan, two ftakans make an anchor, fix an-
chors make an hog, or, according to our lan-
guage, hogfhead, which fignifies the fame
thing, and is the fame meafure.

Dry meafure confifts of vocemiks, chet-
vericks and chetworths : One chetverick con-
tains four vocemicks, and one chetworth
contains eight chetvericks, equal to 24 pecks,
or {ix buthels Englifh.

CHAP. XXVI
Concerning Ruffian Meafurcs of Extenfion,

- HEIR meafure of extenfion is thus
T divided and denominated ; = verf-
chock, archine, 28 inches, fazen, wrft An
archine contains 16 cqual parts, called verf-
chocks, a fazen contains three archines, and
a verft is mc-ﬁmcd by 500 fazens. As feven

feat
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feet Englifh are nearly equal to a fazen, a
verit is equal to 3500 feet, or 1140 ells En-
glith; one degree contains about 104 verfts,
according to' the meafure of Picardy.  In
my travels throngh Ruflia, I fhall confine my
meafure to verits, except in defarts not mea-
{ured, which are calculated only by hours, and
this way of meafuring is not very uncertain,
-providing you travel with the fame horfes,
and at an equal pace,

C HAP XXVII

The Author leaves St Petersburgh, — Accovitt of®
the Eams.

N the 8th of September 137, I left St
Peterfburgh, and at four o’clock P. M.
arrived at a village called Eamfkoi. It is a
fuburb to the city, where travellers get horfes,
and all villages in Rufiia, which by the law are
obliged to keep horfes, are called Eams.
Thefe villages have a grant of fo much land
as is fufficient for their maintenance, and are
therefore obliged to keep a number of horfes,
particularly for the ufe of the army or fleet,
and are fatisfied to take {inall wages f{or thefec
in the fervice of the Empire.

Every Eam has proper officers appointed
to fee that difpatch be regularly given. They
have alfo a cantoin in St Peterflyurgh who fu-

perintends
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perintends all affairs belonging to thefe Fams ;
and takes care that gentlemen from the army
or fleet do not diftrefs them. But if it hap-
pen, that, upon any pretence, dely fhould be
made in inftandy getting the horfes ready, the
exprefs, whether officer or common centinel,
has a power to bring them to reafon with 5
whip, not {paring their ftarofts or fuperiors.:
A remarkable inftance of this kind happen-
ed at the time of my firft fetting out : A fer-
jeant was difpatched from the army to the
cabinet ; he rode day and night till he arri-
ved at St Peterfburgh. The Emprefs order-
ed him intoe her prefence, to enquire parti-
“cularly about the army, and obferving the
mark of a flroke upon his face, was pleafed
to alk the caufe. He faid, That the poft-boy
or eamfhick, not riding faft enough, he there-
fore whipped his horfe, and the boy gave him
a ftroke over the face. Upon this the poft-
. boy was taken under arreft, and a certain
number of eamfhicks, or thofe poft-people,
were {ummoned to attend on a fixed day at
St Peterfburgh, from all the Eams betwixt
Mofcow and Peterfburgh.

On the appointed day, the faid poft-boy
was hanged, and an imperial decree fent
through Ruflia, fetting forth the crime and
execution ; and further declaring, that none,
of what condition foever, fhould, upon any
pretence whatever, moleft, ftop, or hinder
any courier difpatched from the army or fleet,

to
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to St Peterfburgh, or from the fupreme cabi--
net to any province or city through the Em-
pire ; and that if eamfhicks fhould in any
manner hinder or ftop any exprefs employed
in the affairs of the Empire, fuch delinquents
fhall fuffer death. - »
Here two obfervations ocenr, with which I
fhall clofe this chapter. Firft, The abfolute
nature of the Ruffian government ; and next,
The ready fervice that is given to its couriers,
or difpatches, from one end to the other of
that vaft Empire, than which nothing can
" more advantage the affairs of ftate, elpecial-
ly in times of war, and on other important
emergencies.

C H AP, XXV,

What happened to the Author in his way 1o
Mofcow.

T this village 300 failors were ready to
march with their proper officers carly
next ‘morning for Afoph. As I knew not
any of them, I thought proper, with my old
foldier, and two carriages, to proceed fifteen
verfts further, where there is a fmall village,
and where a guard is kept to examine every
one’s paflports. In this village I lodged, and
plocch\,d on my journey c'uly next morn-
ing ; but had not rravelled far, till I was o-
vertaken
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vertaken by the above-mentioned body of fajs
lors, driving in carts like Jehu. One horfe
and cart were allotted for three failors. They
foon pafled me: However, I happened to
dine at the fame village where they were. As
my. f{oldier could {peak broken Englifh, I
went to their commander, acquainted him
what I was, where I was going, and begged
he would take me along with him, and order
horfes to be got ready for me with thofe be-
longing to his command, for which I {hould
readily pay my proportion.. This he not on-
ly granted, but let the whole command know
my profeflion, that they might refpect me as
an officer belonging to themfelves, and fhew
me all civilities.

At the fame time, he introduced a boat-
{fwain, an Englithman, of whofe company,
though not very refined, I was truly glad.
‘We marched from this village till we arrived,
without any.accident, at the Priftan upon the
banks of the river Volehoff, through a ve
woody country, but good roads and many
villages, all the houfes of which were built of
- wood, and the ftreets laid with the {fame ma-
terials. Every houfe of any confequence has:
a great gate, which opens into a large {quare
covered deep with clean ftraw, and buile
on every fide with wooden walls ‘and timber
fhades, which prevent rain from falling upon
cattle or carriages ; for they have no other
ftable. I imagine it is a good eafy contri-

vance,
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vance, and better for horfes than our ftables,
and although the froft is exquifitely intenfe
in that country, yet their cattle have no other
ftable, nor have I ever heard that the cold
hurts them, and they feed well. = o
The diftance betwixt St Peter{burgh and
Priftan is 115 verfts : When we arrived there;
the captain told me, That he was obliged to
hire barks to carry his men to Novogorod,
and that if I would go by water, I fhouldhave
a cabbin granted to Mr Rannie and me, for
this was the boatfwain’s name. I -accepted
of his offer, and was tranfported up the river
to Novogorod, diftant 67 verfts from Pri-
ftan. I paid one copeak per verft for one’
horfe, from St Peterfburgh to Priftan, from
Priftan to Mofcow, and thence to Cotchalore,
at the rate of {ix copeaks per ten verfls ; but
Pm informed that travelling is at prefent
more expenfive. :
The river Volehoff takes its rife from the
‘lake Ilmen, runs through the city of Novogo-
rod, and difembogues itfelf’ into the Ladoga
lake. This river is extremely pleafant; is well
ftored with a variety of fifh, and has plenty
of water-fowls.  On its banks are many large
and populous, many {weet and pleafant vil-
lages. The country is really moft delightful,
‘abounding with-every thing fit for man and
beaft. The foil appears to be light, but very
fertile, and the only agriculture there, is that
of turning up the clod.
P Novogorod
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. Novogorod Velike, or the great Novoego-
rod, is {aid to have formerly been a very great
city, and indeed it is very probable it was {o.
It was faid to have been deftroyed by Ivan
Vafilytch the tyrant, with fuch fury and un-
heard of cruelty, that I fhall neither pain my
reader with fuch cruel relations, nor help to
perpetuate the memory of fuch a monfter.

There are faid to be no lefs than nearly
200 monafteries and churches in this city. [
. fearcely believe there are twice that number
of houfes, and thofe too very mean, and the
people poor. Their houfes, ftreets, and walls,
are all built of timber, but their monafteries are
very grand. Here is a citadel built of ftone, but
it is not a regular fertification. Novogorod Ve-
like is the metropolis of a very large province of
the fame name. Thereare at prefent very many
villages in Ruflia, much larger than Novogo-
rod, and much better buiit. It may juftly
now be called the city of priefls. It is a bi-
fhop’s fee. The metropolitan and others of
the clergy, are f{aid to enjoy very large reve-
nues in land, if the prefent Emprefs has not
feized upon part of them, which would
undoubtedly be good ceconomy, as thefe
wretches are the very worft of tyrants over
their fellow creatures. , .

The province of Novogored is bounded
by Ingermanland or Ingria on the north,
Pfkoptkoi province on the weft, the province
of Mofcow on the fouth, and Bicloozerfke pro-

vince



T RzA V¥ Banes. 5%

vince on the eaft. This province is betwixt
56 and 61 degrees north latitude, and betwixt
47 and 56 eaft longatude. The metropgh_s
lies in 58 degrees 25 minutes north latitude,
almoft {outh-eaft from St Peterfburgh. The
lake Ilmen is diftant from the city fouth by
weft 11 verfls, and is faid to be 18 Polifh
miles long from eaft to weft, and 12 broad
from fouth to north. This lake is well {lored
with variety of fine fifh.

As very little happened worth the reader’s
attention on my paffage from Novogorod to
Mofcow, I thall fet down the names of the ci-
ties, eams, and their diftances one from the o~
ther, all the way to Mofcow, and after that
make fome general remarks concerning the
country, cities, and villages through which I |
pafled.

DImprimis, To Brunets verfts 25, to Zuilzoff
30, to Kreflitza 33, to Eafhifbitza 40, to Zy-
mygotze 23, to Earova 22, to Chotelova 38,
to Vefhnevolotehock 37, to Vidropfkei-eam
33, to Torzchoak 37, to Medna 33, to Tweer
37, to Gorodyn 30, to Gavidova 30, to Kleen
27, to Binka 30, to Tchurno 25, to Molcow
28.

Thefe are the names of only the cities or
villages where I took refrefhment, but there
are more villages on the road which I pafled
through. I added the number of verits, and
found them juft 7235, tho’ I'm told, by a late
admeafurement they amount to 784. I:%o

perfon
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perfon po{Teﬂ'ed of the above route can be im-
pofed on by the eamfhicks, which they are
more ready to do to ftrangers betwixt St Pe-
terfburgh and Mofcow, than any where elle
in Rufia,

C:H AP, "ERIX,
A continuation of the former.

FTER we had lodged one night in No-
vogorod, we had orders next morning
-to embark and proceed by water to Brunets.
This {cene exhibited a great deal of tender-
nefs betwixt the failors and their wives, who
had travelled from St Peterfburgh to Novogo-
rod, to take their laft farewell of their huf
bands, whom they had but {inall hopes of e-
ver feeing again, not fo much from fear of
the war, as from the inclemency of the climes
to which théy were bound. ‘The officers wait-
ed patiently for about an hour on the banks
of the river, and feemed to {fympathize with
them in their friendly embraces ; but at laft,
finding that orders and entreaties could not
force the hufbands from their wives, who
clung to them, they fent fome fubalterns a-
monv{" them, who without ceremony not on-
Iy p'u-ted the loving pairs, but ufed them fo ill,
as even fhocked my huln'unw

Thc
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The bitter lamentations and fervent pray-
ers of the women on fhore, and the filent fig-
nals made to then by their hufbands from the:
barks, were truly tender and affecting. . At
lait, all hands were employed in warping,
pufhing with [itings, and rowing againit-the
ftream, till we pailed under the ftone bridge
up the river into the Ilmen lake, which was
about the time of the morning prayers.

The Ruflians are extremely devout, and, if
poflible, will not let any opportunity flip in
putting up their prayers to heaven, efpecially
when they are to make very long and dange-
rous voyages or travels : They therefore or-
dered the barks to bring to at a monaftery on
the north fide of the lake. I went into the
church with them, where they uled 'very ma-
ny proftrations and croflings, whilft the priefts
were imploring heaven for their fafety and
fuccefs.

After prayers were ended, we, having a fair
wind, crofled the lake, and arrived at Brunets,
where we were foon furnifhed with horfes,
and {et out about dinner-time, being the fourth
day from St Peterfburgh, and took up our
night’s lodging in Zuilzoff, after having tra-
velled through a very plentiful fine country.
Next morning, according to my cuftom, I de-
parted long before the command, and {o pai-
fed through all the villages formerly mention-
ed, till we arrived in Tweer, without meeting
with any accident.

. This
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This country, though more open than be-
twixt Novogorod and St Peterfburgh, is very
full of woods. Hence, as I was told, a Ruf-
fian peafant had begged leave of Peter the
Great, to cut a fimall canal, in order to join
a branch of the rivers Volga and Mfta, which
runs into the lake Ilmen ; and, in order to de-
fray his expences, he procured a royal edict,
to impofe upon paflengers a fimall toll at a
bridge laid over this canal, and another toll
for opening the draw-bridge to let barks pafs
and repafs from the one river to the other,
That great Emperor not only granted the
boor’s requeft, but nebilitated him, and made
the tolls or impofls perpctual to him and his
heirs or fucceflors, providing the canal and
bridge were kept in good repair, and referved
only free paflage for his own armies and flcet.

The peafant performed with great judg-
ment what he had propo{'ed and his Iucce{‘
fors live in opulence from the annualrents
they get; for by this canal a paflage is open-
cd from St Peterfburgh to Aftrachan for {inall
barks, and this has not only increafed trade,
but rendered the immen{e woods, in that di-
{tant country, ufeful even in St Peterfburgh
and Mofcow.

Valdoi is 2 very pleafant large village, and
Iras a beautiful lake in full view of it. At two
miles diftance, almoft in the middle of the
lake, there is an ifland and monaftery. The
1ﬂand is well covered with trees, and makes 3

fine
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fine profpect from the village. - When a tra-
veller enters this village, no matter whether
Rufs or foreigner, he is immediately furround-
ed with many girls, wanting to {ell wheat-
bread baked in a particular form, like to plait-
ed ropes, which they call kringlkes. Thefe
girls feem to be a different people from the
Rufiians. I was told they came from the bor-
ders of Poland. ‘They are very pretty, and
remarkably well coloured. They are alfo ex-
tremely kind and obliging to flrangers, and
will, I doubt not, for a {mall confideration,
grant them the laft favour.

CHA P. XXX,
A coninuation of the fame difeourfe.

ARLY in the morning we arrived im
Tweer, crofling the great river Volga on

a tloating timber bridge. Tweer is a very
large city, moflly built with timber, the ftreets
are made of the fame materials, fo that when
a fire happens in any part, it generally proves
dreadful. The greateft part of the city is on
the fouth-ealt fide of ¢he river. A citadel,
furrounded with earthen ramparts and wood-
- en walls, is on the north-weft of the V olga.
" Tweer is now formed-into a dutchy, and the
territories fubject to its juri{diction are taken
from the previnces of Mofcow and Novogo-

10d.
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rod. Tt is a city of great commerce, fends
the produce of Ruffia all the way to Aftra-
chan, and many other countries, by water, in
flat, but very broad and long barks; and, in
Tieu thereof, it receives goods from India, Sj-
beria, Perfia and Georgia.  Of what extent
their trade may be, I cannot fay, but it is, no
doubt, very confiderable.

On the ninth day from St Peterfburgh, we
{et out in the morning, and dined at Goro-
din. I told Mr Rannie, that in the night.
time I had a pair of new fhoes and my buckles
ftolen from my waggon, notwithftanding I
flept in it.  He faid that poffibly this was the-
fame thief who had attempted to fteal his beft
coat and veft. = After. I was gone away, My
Rannie rofe and followed the thief, and with
a hanger almoft killed him ; at the fame time
they were both feized and carried to the com-
mander, who f{ent the thief to the governor,
- who alfo demanded Rannie, but the comman-
der would not only not fend him, but alfo re-
fufed to put him under arreft. The {tealing
~of my fhoes and buckles furnithed Rannie with
a fine plea ; and this trifling affair employed
the pens of the writers in repreienting it both
to the admiralty, and the governor of Tweer.

CHAP.
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C H AP XXXL

A Continuation of the famey, and our Arrival
in Mofcow.

ROM Gorodin we marched on to Mof=
cow, where we arrived the twelfth day
from St Peterfburgh. The country betwixt
Tweer and Mofcow is not {o full of woods,
but ftill there are very many, and though the
foil is light, yet it produceth plentifully for
man and beaft ; but the inhabitants are much
given to pilfering, drinking, and many other
vices. 1 cannot help obferving here the
magnificent profpect this metropolis (fitna-
ted in 55 degrees 1o minutes north latitude,
55 degrees 30 minutes eaft longitude, diftant
from St Peterfburgh 730, {fome call it 734
verls,) made, at the diftance of fix or fcven
verfts, for the many thoufand turrets, moft-
Iy covered- with gilt copper, are wonder-
fully grand and beautiful ; but at our arri-
val, I was not a little furprized to find, that,
except a few palaces and churches, the great-
eft part of this fuperb city was built with tim-
ber. I was fcarcely houfed, when I was great-
ly frightened with a difpute betwixt one of
my camfhicks and my old foldier. It feems
the eamfhick, afking more money than bhis
fare, words rofe high, and he reached a fud-

Q den
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den firoke with a great ftick, which laid old
Firelock flat on the ground.

I was at no great tiftance, and, being then
oung and thoughtlefs, drew my {word, and,
{zd not the fellow retreated, 1 {hould certan'n] y
have wounded, if not killed him ; but he and
his comerade run to the other end of the court.
By this time my old foldier had recovered his
feet, and, tho’ bleoding copioufly, {eemed to
take little notice of it, but T was very much
miftaken ; for he, with great deliberation,
walked up towards the man that had ftruck
him, who, fearing what was to happen, fcram-
bled to ‘the top of the fhade. His neighbour,
not thinking he would hurt him, though the
villain had attempted to beat the {oldier, ftood
1tll, but, at ene blow with the great brafs
hilt ‘of his broad {wvord, old Firelock brought
him to the ground : However, 1interpofed,
and hindered him from being further hurt.
At the very inftant in which my foldier had
knocked down the one, the other {lipping his
feet, fell from the fhade.  He was nothing
the worfe of the fall, as he fell on his feet |
but, though lucky in this refpect, the foldier
gave him two blows on the head, both which .
reached the fkull. T got him at laft confined,
ftopped the blood, and dreffed the wounds ;
but the varlets, in place of returning me
‘thanks, went off with their horfes, threaten-
ing to have me and my foldier taken under

arreft ; however, I heard no'more of them.
CHAEP.
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C H A P. X}x}xH
Sbar: Ol:ﬁ’rwt;om on Mofcow,. ins Bellsy  doray

OSCOW is trul-y a plfafant, la.rge, pos
pulous city, and, being almoft circular,
is faid to be feven verfls in diameter.  Hasx
ving but little time to {pare, I at prefent faw
but few curiofities ; however, 1 went to fee
the great bell, which yas then.ina large pit.
A fire had, about two months before this,
burnt down near two thirds of this great ci-
ty, and the beliry, being all of timber, fhar
red the fame fate ; the bell fell into the bot-
tom of the pit, and had a piece broken out of
its edge, large enough to permit any man to
go intoit, Its weight is faid to be 443,772
lib, Its hcight is about 21 feet 45 inches,
its diameter I could not tell, but it Yeemed to
be very well proportioned. It was impo(ﬁ-
ble to find out its diameter by meafure, asits
broadeft lips were funk confiderably into the
earth, {o that they could not be meafured.
Mr Hanway fays, its weight is 12,327 poods,
=443,772 lib, Englifh; its height 21 feet 4}
inches, its value L. 65,681 Sterling, its diame-
ter at the top 7 feet 43 inches, and at the
bafe, he fays, it meafures 22 feet 43 inches.

I then
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I then went to the top of a very high
tower, called Ivan Velike, or the Great John,
I fuppofe after the tyrant Ivan Vafilytch.
From this tower I had a complete view of the
whole city, which indeed made a very grand
appearance. The weather being very cold,
the Ruffians “heat their ftoves before day-
light, and make ufe of fire at o time of the
day, except to get dinner ready, fo that the
view is never, but at thofe times, obftructed
by finoke. :

Upon the top of this tower there are three
bells, I think the leaft of which is larger than
the largeft in London. Under the tower is
the antient Imperial palace, a large Gothick
ftone building,  All thefe I have mentioned,
and all the imperial antient archives, and dif-
ferent courts of juftice, are in that part of the
city called the Crimline, which is {urrounded
with a high brick wall, faid to be about 2090
paces in circamference. I fhall fay lictle more
about this city at prefent, but fhall make fur-
ther mention of it at my return to it, when [
ftaid four months in it,

I went after this and vifited Mr Tarner,
and delivered him a commiflfion from my
friend Mr Bell of Antermony. He detained
me to {upper, and {fent me home in his coach.
On my way home, 1 was ftopped a fhort tim¢
by a party of dragoons, who patrol through
the city in the night-time, notwithﬂanding
there are many thoufand citizens who keep

: * watch
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watch, like our watchmen of London, to pre-
vent robberies, thefts, and incendiaries. Af
ter a fhort examination, the dragoons looked
into the coach with a lanthorn, and let me
pafs. -

CL i Je P XOEKTTE
The Author leaves Mofcow.

FT was now the 2oth of September, and the
froft was fetting in very faft. At Peter{~
burgh I bought a very long good morning
gown lined with fur; and I hoped, that, as
I was travelling towards the fouth, I fhould
ftand in need of no other covering to keep
me from the cold, but in this I was much
miftaken, and indeed for {fome mornings paft
I had been obliged to get out of my waggon,
and run on foot to keep myfelf warm. I
was advifed therefore, by my foldier and land-
lord, to buy an wolf’s fkin fur, and lacky it
was for me that I followed their advice ; for
without it, a large furred cap, and the beft
boots, I could not have ftood out the jour-

ney, as the cold was fo intenfc and fevere.
Next morning, fo {foon as the ports were
open, I left Mofcow, and proceeded in my
route to Taverhoif, through the following ci-
ties and villages, with the numbers of verfts
annexed to them, paying at the fame rate as I
had
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had done from Novogorod to Mofcow pep
horfe.. The 300 failors I never faw after this
. day, and was now obliged to travel only with
my old foldier. Thus equipped and furnith-
ed with provifiens, I took the following route:
Polonna Gorra 5 verils from Mofcow, to Pa-
chra 29, to Molodie 20, to Laperna 16, to
Serpuchoft 25, to Lyriti 19, to Veolmen 235,
to Vatham 135, to Tula Eam 30, to Dedi-
Ioff 10, top Bochareditza 25, to Kirfofske 12,
to Mekilfchoka 10, to Krufhova, all defart,
30, to Echvim 15, to Polne, all defart, 43,
to Elittka Eam 25, to Tfvala 22, to Kaflia
17, to Scllochlilnie Eam 25, to Konhalodes
8, to Voronits, all defart, 12, to Taverhoff
1o verfts, In all, from Mofcow tO Taver-
hoff, 437 verfis.

Though I fet out from Mofcow carly on
the 21ft, yet I could proceed no further than
Polonna Gorra, on account of my foldier
having drunk too freely with our landlord ag -
Mofcow, fo that I only marched to Pachra
late in the evening; after that I continu-
ed to travel through the abave-mentioned vil-
lages, without meeting with any thing re-
markable, till I arrived at Tula, (on the 23d)
fituated 54 degrees 1o minutes north latitude,
and 55 eaft longitude. Here I was dctamed
very agreeably five days, by a gencral havi ing
taken all the horfes from this Eam the day
before I arrived.

Tula
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Tula is a very large, village, and in it are
many forges for making fmall arms for the
ufe of the army, and a foundery for cafting
lmnd—-n*rauades and larger fhells. A few of..
ficers and artillery~foldiers fuperintend this
work. They told me that the number of
workmen confifted of about 2060, and many
mafters ; that it formerly belonged to Mr
Dimideoff, a rich Siberian merchant, who
was the firlt that wrought the great iron-
mines of Siberia ; and that in Siberia he had
at leaft 100,000 men at work. Peter the
Great gave him great privileges, and, among
others, a liberty to engage, for the working
in thefe mines, all vagrants and villains, who
were afraid of being imprefled into the army,
or of punifhment due for their crimes; be-
{ides, many thoufand criminals who did not
deferve death, were fent there to work for a
fixed time, or during their lives, at a very
{mall wage.

But I was again told, that the Emprefs E-
lifabeth had nobilitated the grand-children of
the old Dimidcoff, redeemed the grant of Pe-
ter the ‘Great, and put the iron mines into
the pofleflion of the crown; but I have a
ftrong fufpicion this will not fucceed, for
certain reafons, which I may afterwards have
occafion to mention.

CHAP,
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€C H A P: ¢ XXXIV.
The Author’s journey from Tula to Taverbof.

AVING ftaid at Tula five days, and

. been molt agreeably entertained by the
artillery officers, I left it on the 28th of Sep-
teinber about one o’clock P. M. I had not
travelled four verfts till I began to experience
to what diftrefles travellers are {ubject, and
muft {ubmit. -~ A north eaft wind blew vio-
lently, accompanied with-a very finart froft;
The road here was deep; from the rain
that had fallen, and from the marching
" of fome foldiers to one of the armies act-
ing againft the Turks; but notwithftand«
ing the froft, it was not hard enough in ma-
ny places to bear up our machines. The
puddle, however, froze to the wheels, and we
were frequently - obliged ‘to halt and cut it,
to make them turn round ; add to this, the
inow drove {o furioufly in our faces, that we
loft our way, nor could we fee twice the
length of a horfe before us.  Thus fatigued,
bewildered, and afiaid of being frozen to
death, we were ready to delpair, when, in
an inftant, we heard the barking of dogs at
no great diftance : This difpelled our fears,
revived our fpirits, and following the found,
we
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we foon arrived at a {mall village, called De-
diloff, belonging to an officer in the guards.

We proceeded to a great gate, as the cuf-
tom is, and defired admittance for the night.
Two fervants, armed with halberds, told us
in a furly manner, that we fhould have no
harbour there, and threatned our lives if we
attempted to force our way. Old Steven, for
that was my {oldier’s name, recommended
himfelf to St Nicolas, fcrewed his bayonet
on his mufket, and f{wore that the firft man
who durft to advance, f{hould inftantly be
fent to the devil. Hg then, by the afliftance
of our eamfhicks, got-on the top of the gate,
and made as if he intended to fire into the
court; upon which, the party thought pro-
per to retreat into the houfe. The foldier
opened the gate, and let us all in.  He next
defired me to put on my f{word, and fcrew
the bayonet on my fowling-piece, for he faid,
there was no trufting to thefe wretches, which
I believe might be true. I did as he advifed,
and in this manner we entered. the houfe.
When we came to the door, Steven again let
them know, that if the leaft violence was but
offered to any of us, none of their lives
would be fpared ; that, as we had the ho-
nour to ferve the Emprefs, we were deter-
mined rather to die like men, than to be fro-
zen to death.

But how much was I furprifed, when we
entered into a large roomi, to fee a very pret-

R ty
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ty lady fufrounded by many maidens ! §
made her all the compliments I could, and
ordered Steven vo aflure her we were in the
fervice, and that I would anfwer for the be«
haviour of iy people, providing her’s were
quict; and that T always flept in my travel:
ling waggon, and only defired, that he and
the drivers might be allowed to fleep in fome
tvarm room ; to which fhe agreed : She ap-
peared however fomewhat {ullen, and while
e were taking {ide-views of one another, an
old man, with a long white beard, entered
the room, and, after having enquired into the
caufe of the difturbance, told me, that he
was very forry that it had fo happened, but
added that the authors fhould be punifhed.
He faid, that young lady was his fon’s wife,
and that her hufband was in the army; that
he himfelf had long ferved Peter the Great,
and confequently wifhed well to the army ;
that the village was his, and but a little way
from our right road ; he prefied me to go to
his houfe to partake of a fupper, to which I
had not the {malleft objection.
Indeed, this old gentleman regaled me in
a princely manner:’ He faid, it would be im-
potfible for me' to" proceed in my travelling
waogon if the froft continued ; and there-
fore ordered a great fledge to be fitted up to
receive my waggon w1th its wheels ; which
was (o expedmdl.ﬂy doné, that when 1 took
my Jeave of him to go to bed in my waggon,
every
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every thing was fixed ; and, with much diffi-
culty, I was allowed to glve his men a ruble
for their trouble.

A travelling waggon is a moft convenient
vehicle, made: like to an oblong coach, with a
coach-box for the driver to {it on, in which are
placed a fmall bed and pillows: It is covered
with leather, and lined with baize. I there-
fore rather chofe to fleep in my waggon, than
in a room full of people and naufcous {mells,
and indeed, with the help of good furs, and
a wax c'mdle, burning half an hour aiter it
was buckled up, I ftood out the greateft frofls
wery comfortably. This old gentleman was
a moft agreeable landlord, his company fuch
as I loved much : He gave me a {hort hifto-
ry of the life and actions of Peter the Great,
of which he was very capable, as he belong-
ed to the guards, and many times had fought
under his immediate orders, and near his
perfon ; and indeed he was fo wondepfully
agreeable and entertaining that had not Lethe ~
overcome Steven my interpreter, I believe
neither of us would have thought of fleep
till early in the morning : But we parted at
midnight, and I never faw my friendly hoft
again, for next morning, before I awakened
from (leep, we were fome miles diftant from
this village,

After L]us, we paflfed on till we arrived at
a fingle houfe, near a village, called Echvim,
fitvated on this fide of a defart, 45 verfts

over
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over, where nothing but fky and fnow was
to be feen, without meeting any thing worth
relating. The Ifba, or warm room was very
large, ‘but a number of mafons and other
labourers had taken pofleffion of it in their
way from Voronits, {o that there was {carce-
ly room for me to fit down. .

I exprefled my fears to Steven, that they
might ftea] {fomething from my waggon; and
therefore, as we did not intend to ftay long,
propofed that he and I fhould interchange-
ably watch the waggon and baggage. But
he was of another opinion, and advifed me
to charge my pipe with tohacco, and to put
near the top fome affa feetida mixed with to-
‘bacco, for, faid he, ** When you have lighted
it, and they obferve the afla feetida begin to
burn, then to blow from me, I will anfwer
for the confequence.” = The common people
in Ruffia are cxtremely religious and igno-
rant, and confequently extremely {uperftiti-

‘ous. They believe that no perfon, or na-
tion can have the leaft chance of being faved,
even by the merits of our Saviour, unlefs
they profefs the Greek religion : they ima-
gine that they have lefs or more fome cor-
refpondence with the devil: and that thofe
‘who profefs any branch of medicine, are his
moft intimate friends, hence, the following
~affair will not furprife the reader.

I did as the foldier had dire@ed, thofe
next me perceiving the {mell of fomething

‘ more
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more than tobacco, began to retire to the
door, where Steven did not fail to raife their
fufpicions and fears to the greateft height,
but when I had blown out the rich fumes of
afla feetida, they reached thofe on the top of
the ftove firft, who, coughing. exceflively,
jumped down with the greateft precipitation
on their neighbours, frightened out of their
wits, and, in the hurry to get out of the
room, fome were not a little bruifed. Upon
their retreat, Steven entered laughing, and
told me that were we to remain all day and
night, the landlord himfelf would not enter
the houfe, that he was certain their prieft
would be fent for to {andtify the houfe by
prayers, holy waters, and fumigations : He
faid as it was Lent, if he had not got them
out, he muft have fafted that day, as he had
nothing to eat but what I left, and this by
the Ruflians is efteemed pagana, or unclean.
This indeed, would have been {evere treat*
ment to Steven; for none loved their paunch
or eafe better than himfelf: Thus having
dined plentifully, and fed our horfes, who
had performed but a fimall journey : We pro-
ceeded, at about the diftance of a quarter
verft, and paffed all the miferable people,
whom we had turned out, fome fitting on
the fhow, others running about, others play=
ing at hand and foot to keep themfelves
warm. We had not travelled four verfts fur-
ther, when a young Coflack came up with us,

at
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at which time our eamfhicks were infinuating
that they were afraid they fhould not find
the road. :

I enquired of this young man, he faid, he
was not acquainted with the road, but beliey-
ed we were very right, I promifed him 3
trifle, if he would keep us company, to
which he agreed. We had not travelled
much further till the fky, which was ferene
before, began to overcaft, and was fue-
ceeded by a thick fall.of fnow. . The young
man at this {feemed much difmayed, and told
me that many people had been loft by fuch
aceidents, who were well acquainted with the
defart at other times, in fhort, we centinued
to travel on, in the heavy fall of {how, tili
the young man rede forward, and for fome
time difappeared, but at laft returned
and aflured us, that we were right, for thae
he had difcovered a valley hard by, well
. known to him. : :

We proceeded to this valley, where he de-
{ired us to feed our horfes. 'We did fo, and
then proceeded. We had hardly gone five
verfts further, when the fky turned clear,
the wind abated, and in fhort, the cold de-
creafed fo much, that it appeared to be thaw,
The horfes were much fatigued, though we
were ftill about 10 verfts diftant from our de-
figned village.

Afraid of being obliged to take up my
ladging in the defart, I walked on foot, and

obliged
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obliged my f{oldier and-the reft to do the
fame, but at laft; being conflitutionally uns
able to bear much fatigue, I was obliged to
betake myfelf to the waggon. We had not
travelled F-u', when I obferved the foldier fit-
ting' behind my waggon, I upbraided him,
and ordered him to get off 3 he did fo, and,
as I believed, imagined I could not proceed
withotit him ; for he laid him{elf down upon
the fiiow, nor offered to flir; when we were
at leaft a verft diftant from him. I was told
this by the eamfhicks, and indeed faw him
mylelf, but afraid; Steven would bécome my
malter, had I yielded to his humour, T or-
dered the eamfhicks to drive on to the village,
nor did I difcover my thoughts about him to
any perfon : Ihad it always in iy power to
have fent in fearch -of him, but deemed it
right to allow a reafonable time for his afri-
val ; and indeed, he did not deceive me, for
he arrived before T expected him, and for his
excute, he faid he was f{eized with a violent
cholic, and could not fo much as acquaint
me with the reft of his complaint.

I told him that I underftood his difeafe, that
I was determined not to be trifled with, and
that he might provide himfelf with meat and
drink for the future unlels, he were to behave
better in time coming; for though I could
Tpeak but a little of the Rufs, I would get him
punifhed for his obftinacy. Upon this, he atk-
ed paldon and promifed to aét {o no more :
Thus
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Thus we were friends, and he behaved well
till we arrived at Taverhoff.

The truth was, he was afraid that the
wolves would have made a meal of him, and
I was of the {ame opinion, and this made
him repair fo very expeditioufly to the village,
Having arrived fafe at Polno 45 verfls from
our laft ftage, I was as glad as a general could
be of having gained a victory, for indeed,
we ran 2 great rifque of lofing our road, of
being frozen, or ftarved, or of being devour-
ed by wolves, who are fometimes feen to
the number of three or 400 together, and fo
furious are they, as I have been told, that
they enter villages, and fometimes devour
men and beafts.

From Polno, we met with nothing worth
relating, till we arrived at Voronits, though
we pafled through another fimall defart be-
twixt Koukalodis and Voronits, being only
12 verfts. Having day light, we marched
on 1o miles further to Taverhoff, fituated in
52 degrees, 30 minutes north latitude, 5+
degrees, fix minutes eaft longitude, where |
arrived on the fourth of O¢tober: Thus in
26 days, I marched from St Peterfburgh to
Taverhoff, diftant from Mofcow 443 verfls,
in moft books, itis called Towrow very im-
properly : Let it therefore once for all be re-
membered, that I{peli names according as
‘the Ruflians found them. If any ftranger
was to pronounce them as I have {pelled

them
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them, every Ruffian would readily under-
ftand what is meant, but if they were to en-
quire of a Ruflian according to the pronun-
ciation of former ‘writers, I can engage that
none but fuch as are ufed to foreign pronun-
ciations, could underftand what was meant -
My knowledge of the Ruflian language
makes me quite certain of this point.

Captain Carrabine,a Ruflian, who had been
in England, and {poke the language well,
was commander of the port. He faid, that
notwithftanding my delays at Mofeow and o-
‘ther places, I had made a very ‘expeditious
-journey, confidering how heavy the carriages
were to the {inall number of horfes: Though
from the map, it would appear that Vero-
nits is not far from Mofeow, yet the necef-
fity to get provifion and horfes, oblige tra-
-vellers to take a very crooked and round-a-
bout road. .

- Taverhoff it will appear is very near due
fouth from Mofeow ¢ I was told, (for as all
the country was covered with fnow, I could
be no judge of it} that the country is very
rich in provifion for men and beafts. - I be-
lieve this to be very true; for I experienced
no want, andat {uch a finall price, that it
would feem incredible to people who never
had been out of Britain.

As my ftay in Taverhoff was very fhort, I
fhall {ay no more of it ner of Veronits till my
return. At my arrival, Captain Carrabine

S behaved



138 VOYX A GE'S "anD

behaved moft difcreetly. He had me frequently
to dinner or fupper, and {eemed as if he could
not want me : He faid my new commander
Prince Golitzin was an exceeding good man,
that he at prefent was in Kotchatoft on the river
Don, not far from the city Teherkafkoi, which
is fituated within 20 verlls of Afoph, well for-
tified with many cannon, and where the Het-
man or Prince of the Coflacks refides, that he
may have the earlieft notice of any depreda-
tions from the neighbouring Tartars : He faid,
that as Mr Burman, the only furgeon they
had to atténd the officers, marines, and fai-
lors belonging to the port, as alfo the hofpi-
tal, was fick, and efpecially as he well knew
the Prince, in about a month or{ix weeks,
would return with his command; he, for thefe
reafons, thought it needlefs to fend me to Kot-
chatoff, where I would be very uncertain of
finding him, fince he, Carrabine, was certain,
{o foon as he fhould receive orders from the
admiralty, he would lofe no time in coming
to Taverhoff.

Thus I paffed my time in attending the
fick in the hofpital ‘and garrifon, till the be-
ginning of December.. About this time, one
evening having fupped at Carrabine’s, he told
me, that Mr Burman was out of {ome medi-
cines; therefore, faid he, T doubt not you’ll
readily gave him from your’s what may be at
prefent needful ; that he was certain the
Prince would take it in good part, and thank

me
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me for doing fo: ' I anfivered him; that my
inftructions from the Medicine chancehy or=
dered, that, by my oath to the government; [
fhould carefully ‘carry theleanedicines for the
ufe of the men under the orders of Prince Ge=
litzin my commander, and there break opern
the feal, and require a centinel, as the cuitom
of Ruflia is, to be appointed, with his drawn
fivord, to guard thefe medicines, left. any
might  make free with them without my
knowledge ; and that I fhould not dare to
give any part of them to any perfon, except
fuch as were immediately under the Prince’s
command, as I fhould anfwer at my peril to
God and the Emprefs.
I faid, thefe were my orders; and that, tho
I was extremely fenfible of the eafy and cle:
gant civilities he had fhewn me, I was yet de*
termined to act conformably to my inftruétis
ons, I at tlie fame time aflured him, that I
would not only give liim and his lady proofs
of my gratitnde and refpect, but was alfo wil-
ling to do every thing in my power for the
recovery of the meaneft of his fervants.  He
anfivered, that he knew I had fuch inflrudti-
ons ; that every one cntrufted with her Maje-
fty’s medicines had the fame ; that, however,
it was looked upon as a mere form, and that
the Medicine chancery well knew, that their
furgeons not only lent their medicines, but
cured with them her Majefty’s officers, their
wwes children, and f{ervants. T anfwered, that
what-



I40 VOYAGES anp

whatever others might do, I was determined,
though at the peril of my life, not only to
keep my oaths, but alfo my promifes in,
violable, both to her Majefty, and to all
men. ~ Upon this the captain began to fhow
many airs, fit only, as I told him, to frighten
children ; and, amongift other things, he told
me, that he would take Stephen from me,
This, I aflured him, was only in the power
of the fupreme court of admiralty, or of my
immediate commander Prince Golitzin, and
that, if he did fo, I wonld immediately dif=
continne all duty, and have it decided by a
court martial; and thus I left him. Next
mormng, as I was on duty in the hofpital, a

writer put info  my hand a paflport, telling
me at the {ame time, that I mufl fet out thqt
very day. I commanded him out of the ho.
{pital, and confuited with Mr Burman what
was to be done.  He, well knowing how uns
fit he was, by reafon of his difeafe, to attend
the fick, and how uncertain his time of life
might be, by a petition to the Cantoir, requi-
red that I might be detained in Taverhoff,
So brutal was the vain Carrabine, that he gave
no ear to this, but go I muft. Iacknowledge
1 had no liking to this journey in the winter
fcafon, though it would have been moft a-
* greeable in the fummer, as my route lay thro?
the pleatanteft country of the Ukraine, on the
beautiful banks of the Don, the ancient Ta-
nais : However, I, in hopes thc Prince m]ght
arrive
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arrive every day, poftponed it as long as I
could ; and indeed it was {ix days after I had
got my pafs, before I thought to go in ear.
neft, The incenfed ‘Carrabine imagined. I-

was gone, as I had not appeared in public ;- .

but that day, I walked by lis houfe on pur-
pofe : He no fooner faw me, than he expref-
{ed his furprize how I durft loiter away my
time. I told him, that I neither had recei-
ved money for my journey, nor were any
horfes to be found in Taverhoff.

This was indeed, as intended, to him a re-
proof, but in a fhort time I had both, and,
recommending myfelf to the guidance of hea-
ven, inftantly fet out, on the 1oth of Decem-
ber, accompanied with my old fellow-travel=
ler, Stephen, and took the following route, for
which I paid per verft as formerly.

To Ufman verfts 15, to Skorits 6o, to
Skeftacoff' 35, to Paulofiky 37, to Kafhkin
20, to Mamonill 22, to Brutchock 22, to
Matufhka Loch 22, to Kazanka 22, to Mofs-
hack 38, to Molan 22, to Bufhkonaften 23,
to Ufkadvid 21, to Ufkaper 12, to Aftratfka-
ja 277, to Wifemadits 12, to Kafpopin 20, to
Klidtka 17, to Perikapfka 50, to Grigoryof-
fka 24, to Serotine 10, to Belafke 32, to Go-
lobintke 45, to Petifbe 35, to Chirie 33, to
Kizni Chirie 10, to Kakeiglikina 1 9, to Ifau-
loff 19, to Zimalikie %7, to Kiriman 1+, to Na-
gafkin 17, to Kurman 1 3, to Ugham 13, to
Koftikin 13, to Ternos(koi 9, to Romanofikoi

24,
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24, to Kirgala 8, to Kamufhink 6, to Buftyi.
afke 10, to Karagla 3, to Michaelkom 14,
to Nifni Michaelkom 3, to Kagalak 18, to
Vedérnik %, to Babbe 4, to Zoloto 10; to
Kotehatova ro.  Thus I arrived at Koteha-
tova, on the 23d of December, by the route
Mr Carrabine pointed out, being in all above
930 verfts. This lohg journey I accomplifhed
in thirteen days and nights, for when the
villages were not far diftant, I had frefh horfes
at every village, whereas in Ruffia one can
have them only at Eams, but the Coflacks
bear all burdens équally.

I fhall now take notice 6f a few in-
cidenits which befel me on the road. Fiift,
I left Taverhoff in no good humour, by
which means I had forget to lay in a good
ftore of frefh meat. Bread I had enough :
Bétwixt Ufiman and Skorits T miet with nothing
to buy ; but near Skorits, as Stephen was up<
6n the ramble, we efpied at a poft-hotife, a
foldier and poft-bey bringing betwixt them a
very large pike on a pole; and, afking the va-
lue, they required three copeaks, which was
very readily agreed to.

This good fortune was very agréeable; and '
would have been fo, had they afked three
fhillings. We were told, that at Paulofiky,
the Emprefs had another grand fabrick for
all forts of {mall arms. At this place we pro-
vided ourfelves with provifions, and, without
lofs of time, fetcut, meeting with nothing

' remarkable,



T R AdW E"Rcs: 143

remarkable, till near to Mofhack, Stephen af-
fured me that a kind of heath fowl, who had
perched upon trees at.no great diftance, were
deaf, and excellent food, and that if I could
‘get near enough, without bemg pcrceived, I
might kill fome. Accordingly I got behind a
large tree, at no great diftance from them,and
killed three,which, when falling, I obferved the
reft to look at ; but at laft, whether they per-
ceived me or not, they flew away ; however,
thefe three were excellent food. The Rui-
fians call thefe fowls gluchoi teterks, or deaf,
to diftinguifh them from another kind which
hear well, and never perch on trees. At Mo-
lan 1 obferved the ftreets were narrow, and I
defired the magiftrates, whe are the moft ho-
fpitable people in the world, that T might get
a fafe place to put my fledges in, for fear of
thieves. At this they laughed heartily, and
aflured me I was now in the Ukraine amongit
the Dons Coflacks.

In Ruflia, they {aid, there were thieves;
but it was fcarcely ever heard that any thing
was {tolen by the Coflacks, for that thieves
among them were inflantly punifhed with
death.

CHAP.
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C H A P. XXXV.

A Continuation of the f[ame, .and [fome Account
of the Goffack Government..

I Begged they would give me fome fhort in-
formation about their government,and they
complied with my defire in the following man-
ner: They, {aid they, were fo far fubject to the
laws of Ruffia, as to oblige themfelves to affift
the Imperial army with a certain number of’
troops, when required : That they, being bor-
derers with the Crim Tartars and Turks, were
natural foldiers : That therefore they were
under the protection of the Emprefs, but had
their own Prince called Hetman Velike; That
the Hetman was ordinarily appointed by the
Emprefs, chofen from amongft them: That
they made laws for themfelves, providing they
were not repugnant to, nor clathed with thofe
of the Empire :. That every citizen thro’ the
whole Ukraine, above 21 years of age, had a
vote in every thing done; and confequently
could not be ignorant of the laws which they
affented to.  They faid, that when the army
refided amongft them, it was not at all times
agreeable, if not commandedby judicious men;
that the only redrefs they had, was to com-
plain to their Hetman, who reprefented theiy .
complaints to St Peterfburgh ; and that moft
commonly
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commionly they got redrefs. "~ I indeed found
afterwards, that the army was afraid of com-
plaints from them. They told me of a thefi
ot cattle which had been committed in a cer«
tain village by fome Kalmucks, who immedi-
ately fled to the defart : That, without delay,
the villagers gave their next neighbours no-
tice, and thefe to others, &¢. &c. {o that
in little more than 24 hours thee whole Uk~
raine was in motion, and every village, or lit-
tle city, fent out a party of horfemen to {cour
the defarts. * In fhort the thieves were taken,
with the horfes they had ftolen, and immedi-
ately conducted to the village where the theft
was committed.  The magiftrates of that vil~
lage conveened the inhabitants; who encircled:
the town-clerk, prieft and thieves in the mar-
ket-place, under the canopy of heaven, and,
after they had all heard what was alledged a-
gainft them, and the defences of the thieves,.
the magiftrates ordered the fame to be read:
by the writer, and required the Coflacks to
determine, Whether guiizy or mnot? which is
done by putting on, or off their caps, and the
majority carries it ; (the Coflacks never move:
their caps to one another.) It-fell out that
the Kalmucks were found guilty by a great
majority. The priefts then recommended to
the thieves to make their peace with God, for
they were inftantly to be put to death. They
were immediately carried in boats into the
middle of the river Don, their arms pinioned,

3 and
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and a parcel of fand, tied up in a cloath,
put about their necks to fink them.  Then,
without further ceremony, they were thrown,
out of the boat. = Their Lord offered to: pay
any thing reafonable to fave them, but the
CoiTacks were inexorable ; notwithftanding,
he threatened to complain to the Emprefs,
which indeed he did, but to little effect ; for
he was ordered to allow none of his men to
fojourn in the Ukraine. They faid their ma~
giftrates continued in office only one year ;
and that a poor man, if fenfible and upright,
had the {ame chance to be preferred as a rich
one. It feems riches have no great weight,
and are in no great eftimation there ; and in~

deed I never {faw a beggar among them.
They have great plenty of provifions, and
confequently are under no temptation- to
fteal.. I am convinced, that I did not pay a
fixpence value for all the provifion I had need
of for me and my men, in travelling through
their country ; for, if I ftayed any time, their
magiftrates, for the honour of their town, ufed
to fend me fowls and fith, and a bottle of {pi-
rits, which Stephen loved well ; as alfo fome
ale or mead : And, when they underftood my
profeflion, the fick afked my advice, for which
they commonly fent fowls of all kinds, which
I have often refufed, becauie I could not dif>
pofe of them. The Coflacks are drefled in
* long zage like the Ruffians, and the women
differ from the Ruflian women only in  this,
that
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that they wear on their heads a cap, with a
front {hmdmg up about a foot above their
heads, in form of a erefeent, either embellifh-
ed with dueats of gold, pearl, or beads, or all
three formed together, according to thelr dxf-
ferent fancies.

Rich people may have better houfes than
others, with a piece of ground inclofed for
their ufe and conveniency, but the defart i
free to them all alike; confequently a poor
man, if he can purchafe a cow and ewe, may
‘have plenty before he turns old.  They nei-
ther will make a prefent of, nor {ell any young
creature, {aying, that it is contrary to reafon
to think, for as great a love as the Supreme

eing may have for man, that his defign was,
that man f{hould kill young creatures at plea-
fure, as it feemed in fome degree to be a con-
tradiction to the very defign of the creation ;
and that none but crazy foolifth people, and
fuch as prefer pampering their bellies to eve-
ry reafonable thought, can think otherwite.

They are all Chriftians of the Greck per{ua-
fion ; but by the wars in Sweden, FPoland,
Turky, and Perfia, they are not near fo {u-
perftitious as the common Ruflians ; and, al-
tho” they have a great regard for their priefts,
they will yet punith thcm, when guilty of
critnes, as well as other men. Every man
who comes into their country to refide -
mong them, is made a dc¢nizon, and inftant-
ly has all the immunitics and privileges of a

Coffack.
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Coflack., They will give to ftrangers all titles
due to their rank in the world, but they think
no title more honourable than to be  called
Coflack, meaning by that their freedom and
honour in war, and honefty to every perfon,
except enemies; nor can it be faid that they
are generous enemies, for if they cannot take
prifoners eafily, they murder them without any
" hefitation, alledging that it is the fortune of
war, and that their enemies do juft the fame
to them ; but I have converfed with fome
Swedes and their offspring, who {eemed well
enough fatisfied with their fortune, nor had
they the leaft defire to return into their own
country, 5

CHAZDP XXXVI
A conzinyation of the f[ame.

I continued to travel night and day thrcmgh
-~ the above mentioned villages, which, after
we pafled Serotine, are all {urrounded with a
foffa and rampart, having ordinarily two gates
and fome cannon, and indeed they have great
reafon to do {o, as will be immediately feen.
The Don abounds with many excellent fifh,
as fturgeons, flirlets, &ec. and there is great
~plenty of game on its banks, which are cover-
ed with almoft continued forefts. The beau-
tiful large grey eagle loyes this land of liber-
' Ly,
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ty, and indeed, by his fearlefs freedom, made
me think he was a real native. I'wanted to
try what execution a ball:-would maké upon
two of them walking at fome diftance, but
the Coflacks prcventcd me, f{aying, that they
were not afraid of man, and that they fome-
times did mifchief : That they made very free
with their geefe and lambs, and were known
to fly away with the {inaller fheep. :

Belafke is diftant from Gobulinfke 45 verfts.
Betwixt thefe towns there are two roads, one
upon the banks of the Don, the other through
the defart. My Coflacks told me of them,
and faid the one through the defart was eve-
ry way better, and that the other by the Don
was through woods, and fometimes infeft-
ed by the Kalmucks, very uneven, and the
longeft of the two: That the road through
the defart was free of all incumbrances what-
foever ; and that; at about 2 5 verfls diftance,
there was a folitary mill, where we could re-
frefh our ourfelves and feed our horfes. It
is eafy to imagine that I refolved to go by the
defart, efpecially as it was in the night-time,
which deprived me of amufing myfelf with
the varieties and beauties of the country,

We therefore proceeded with good horfes,
arrived at the mill about ten o’clock at night,
and no fooner had we ftopped, than five ftate-
ly clever young men came out, made us
heartily welcome, and defired we would walk
in, where there was a good fire, of which we

were
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svere very glad.  They did not ftop here; but
offered us a glafs of {pirits, thereafter mead,
and ale as much as we pleafed, at which my
trafty Stephen rejoiced, and took two or three
powerful pulls, which would have foon ﬁupp—
fied him, ‘had I not. ordered him to retire,
A little after this, one of ‘my Coffacks came
into the miil, and, unperceived by the mil-
lers, gave a fign to [peak with me. - [ went
to the door, pretending fome neceflary bufi-
mefs 5 but was furprifed to hear the Coffack
fay, ©¢ Sir, take care of your{elf and us, keep
company with the millers no longer ; fome
officers have lately been loft here, nor could
they hitherto ever be heard of.”> Upon this in-
formation, I defiréd the Coffack to keep him-
{felf and his comerades in 'good order, and
‘that T would, without lofs of time, retire, as
if I-was to take afleep, defiring him to {end
Stephen to me; for as yet, though I had learn-
ed many vocables; fince T left St Pcterﬂmrgh
I could not keep up converfatien, nor, ih
fuch an intricate affair, was fure but they, if
villains, as I fufpeéted they were, might ﬁnd
out my defign.

When Stephen came, I begged to know if
I could have ‘a warm place or room to rctire
to, to take two or three hours flecp.  They
feemed extremely glad of this, told me that
they had fome zemlenkes*, and that I thould
; have

# A zemlenke js a room well lined with timber, and co-
vered



have the beft.  Accordingly they fhewed me
where [ was to goy~ T ordered my bed - and
arms to be taken out of the waggon before
them, and carried to the zemlenke, defiring
Stephen to tell the millers, that a little fleep
ferved me, and that none might difturb-me
for two: or three hours, admonifhing them at
fame time, that, as we were firangers, if we
were: unexpectedly difturbed,  they would
have themfelves to blame if ‘they were hurt,
becanfe, after fuch admonition, we wouldun~

doubtedly fire upon them.
~ Accordingly, I and old Stephen had one
of thefe zemlenkes, and the Coffacks another,
the millers retiving into the mill..  'When'the
mill-doors were {hut, the Coflacks, with all ex-
pedition, yoked their horfes; my foldier and
1 put the things into the waggon, and inftant-
ly drove off.  Our way lying very near the
mill-door, the noife which .the horfes and
fledges made alarmed the millers, who came
altogether in great hafte to the mill-door, and,
though their defign was not known, yet we
guefled at it.  The foldiers and Coflacks or-
dered themy to remain where they were, i
they valued their lives. They took our ad-
vice, and were in the right, for every one of
us were ready to fire upon them. When we
had got out of danger, the Coffacks told me,
that

vered with the fame under gronnd, They are very warm,
and not to be known but by a finall door, and an opening
o the top for a window.
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that | two or thice officers, convoyed in the
fame way I was, fet out by thls mill, and ne«
~ ver were heard of mores -

+ - That the neighbouring Coffacks had inter-
rogated the millers, who denied their havx_ng
ever-had any knowledge -about them : That
an order, by the authority of the Court of St
Peterfburgh from the Hetinan, was that day
received by the magifirates of Belafke, com-
manding them to make flrict enquiry into
the -conduct of thefe millers ; and laftly, as
the millers were not of that country, confe-
quently not well known, it was {ulpected they
were the murderers of thefe oflicers and their
convoy. They faid, that next day they would
be feized, and examined feparately ; and that
this was the reafon, why they had taken fuch
care of themfelves and me. I never had an
opportunity thereafter, to learn any thing fur-
ther about them.

Thus I continued my journey, till I arri-
ved at Romanoffkoi, where the Coflacks,
more {crupulous than their brethren, would
not open the gate, though in the day-time,
till they had carefully examined my paflport.
At this gate two cannon were charged, und a
number of men in arms, with matches burn-
ing, ready to difcharge the cannon. I was
directed to go to the town-houfe where the
Hetmans or magiftrates waited for me (for
every town in the Ukraine has a town-houfe,
where all public bufinefs is tranfa¢ted, which

is
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is-a good lodging for all travellers who have
no right to regular quarters on the citizens, -
It.is a large room, with feats and tables, and,
in the [evereft frofts, always kept warm by the -
iptauls, or town-officers.) When I arrived, they -
welcomed me, and produced bread and fale, -
which is ufual, as I faid before, for the honour
of their town. - They aflured me, that yefter-
day a body of at leaft 6000 Turkifh and Tar-
tarian horfe had left their town, after a {mart
fiege of 48 hours: That within the town
there were not at prefent above 20 young:
men dble to ftand on the walls: That their
townfmen, in company with other Coflacks, . -
to the number of about feven or 8ocoo
were in the Cuban: Tartary, making depreda-
tions among them ; but that an enfign had
arrived a few hours before me with {fome
maials and 30 or 40,000 rubles for the troops-
in Afoph, and that he was determined to ftay
there till he could proceed with fafety. They.
advifed me alfo to remain with them, faying,
that the government would juflify fuch a re-
. folution in {o dangerous times, and that they
would think themfelves happy in having one
of my profeffion with medicines, inftruments,
&c. in cale of another affault, which they
were in no {mall dread of. To which I an-
{wered, that it might appear very reafonable
to them, but I obferved it in a very different
view : That I had fivorn to evite no perfonal
danger, when her Majefty’s fervice demand-

U ed
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ed my attendance : That they had juft now.
{oen the outlines of my orders, commandj
me to travel day and nighe, till [ had joined
my commander : And finally, that, as it was
agreeabl: to the regulations and ccimmon
fenfe, I would fltay that night, but next
morning, God willing, I would proceed :
Fhat if I fhould happen to be unfortunate,
no perfon would be to blame but thofe who
fent me.  Therefore I defired that men and
horfes might be ready by day-light to go with
me, together with as many men as they
fhould think neceflary for my fafety. They
anfwered, that, from what they had faid, I
could eafily fee that they had no fuflicient
guard to {end againft 6oco enemies, but that
I fhould have the fame number of men and
horfes granted me, which brought me to this
place, and alfo a fenfible refolute man as a
convoy, and adviled me to keep a good look-
out.

Thus having parted in friendfhip, I made
my addrefles to the enfign, to encourage him
to go.with me. He faid, that he had a valu-
able truft, and only 20 recruits, who had ne-~
ver feen fire; therefore he could put but very
little truft in them, and was determined to re-
port this fituation to his fuperiors in Afoph,
and patiently wait their orders. My hoftefs,
a young Swede, told me, that {he had mount-
ed the walls almofl the whole time the enemy
- was belore them : That the believed many
had
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had been killed, for that they made three or
four defperate affaults, but could not mafter
the rampart ; and at each time the old men,
who played the cannon, had galled them ex-
ceilively ; and that, from the ‘walls, {he had
feen them dragging off their dead men with
hooks, which th.'.‘j carry with them, in erder
to conceal the number of their dead ; | “and
that I could fee many of their dead ‘and
wounded horles about the town. She {aid,
there were but few of their folk hurt, becauie
they never apveared unlefs the enemy was at
a diftaace, or ]u{t at the walls, when they ne-
ver failed to give them a wcll-marked falute;

immediately thereafter they jumped down,

and charged, whilft the young men with f'omc
women remained, left they had entered the
town.  She faid much more to tie fame pur-
pofe, with which I thall not trouble the rca-
der.

We fet out next morning early, with great
{ecrecy, and all the pr -ecaution we could, our
guide riding a fhort way before us. 'We paf~
fed K!rgoh finoaking in {ome parts, as alfo
Kamufhink, and arnvcd at Buftrialke, a large
village ﬁnoaking in many places, but not a
houle ftanding. We oblerved at a finall di-
ftance {fome ruinous houfes, where the inhabi-
gants ufed to keep cattle.  Thither we went,
and having fed our horfes, and taken fome
refrefhment to ourfelves, {tt out again.  Ha-
ving paffed Kargala, with only one houfe

flanding,
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ftanding, in the door of which was a wonjan,
-who gave us her beft wifhes, and defired us
to take great care that we did not meet with
-theenemy in the defart. The fun was fet, and
awe flill had 14 verfls to go ;' however; it wag
our fortune that the defart was well covered
‘wjth fhow, and the froft very fevere.

“We rode on at an ordinary trot for about
ten verfts, when our guide returning, told us,
that {fome men were upon the road; we con-
fulted, but for many good reafons drove for-
ward, having new-primed our arms. -As we
approached the place where they had been,
T obferved many finall lights flying up in the
air to an immenfe height ; upon enquiry, the
Coflacks told me, that thefe were fignals to
their comerades, to let them know that we
were on the road, and prefently we obferved
at a {imall diftance {ix men, three on each fide
of the road. I thought that they were with-
in gunfhot, but the Coffacks advifed us not
to fire at them, for fear of alarming their
companions ; whereupon, we drove as faft
as the horfes were ahle to gallop. We at laft
-arrived on the top of a high mountain, lefs
‘than half a mile frem Michaelkom, in all
Sfafety.

The people in that town havmg been g-
larmed, only kept us at the port for fome
time, -till they were aflured we were friends,
.and the next day we reached Kotchatoff' on
the 23d of December.

After
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. 'After deducting the time T fpent at Tula
and Taverhoff, Iwas only 34 daysin trayel-
ling from St Peterfburgh to Kotchatoff; which
amounts to 2103 verits, although heavy load.
ed, which was upwards of 64 verlts per day.
I can give no right defcriptica of this coun-
try, as it was all covered over with {now; but
was told, 'that it was very fruittul; and cer-
tainly, in time of peace, it is an agreeable
country. It is diftant about 30 Englifh miles
north from Afoph. Kotchatoff is in 47 de-
grees 8 minutes north latitude, and in 6o
degrecs eaft longitnde, diftant from Taver-
hoff, by the road on the Don, 930 verfts.
It is but a {mall village. ‘The Prince had
three barks, with fome cannon, ammunition,
and - materials for cutting of wood to build
veflels for navigating the Palus Mceotis a-
gainft the Turks; but of this I fhall {fay more
hereafter. Upon vifiting the places on the
Don, none was found fo proper as the Ico-.
rits ; wherefore, we only remained after my
arrival in Kotchatoff till the 5th of January
1738. Ig. 10
However, befare I proceed; in my return,
I muft again acquaint the reader, that about
that time, or very foon after our departure,
the Cofiacks, who had been employed in Cu-
ban, returned, after having deftroyed that o-
" pen country, and catried off much plunder,
many prifoners, flocks, and cattle. It feems
the Turkifh Tartars hovered about, and I be-
lieve
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Jieve were the fame who put us in a ﬁ‘ight,
arhen on our return. The. Coffacks, as |
Gaid,  remurning fluthed - with viftery, and
Joaded with plunder, (no doubt had ‘notice
writh what barbarity the Tartars had acted up-
on the Don) met them in the woods not far
€rom the ruins of the burnt villages. They
¢ook their meafures {o well, and hemmed
them in {o effectually, that they cut 4000 of
them in pieces, and recovered all their own
cattle, and living Coffacks, with all the.other-
waluable things in their pofleflion. |

The Coflacks were fo much enraged at the
anheard of cruelty, that the Turks had ex-
ercifed upon the Coffack prifoners, that they
would neither let the dead bodies be buried,
nor throw them into the Don, but caft them
into two heaps, 2000 to each, The armies,
ficet, and Coflacks through the whole Ukraine
paid dearly for this; for as the hot weather
came on, the dead bodies putrified ; and I
was told by fome officers, who paffed by
them, that they were obliged to make a cir-
cuit of about {ix miles diftance, and yet the
fimell was moft offenfive: In fhort, the plague
this {fummer 1738, raged moft dreadfully,
and if it did not take its rife altogether, from
_thefe heaps of dead, certainly it was increafed
by them.

CHAP.
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CH A. P. XXXVIIL

Our rerurn to Taverhoff by the river Don.
. = : :
AVING, as I faid, réceived orders from
the admiralty to return to Taverhoff,
we {et out from Kotchatoff, (leaving a {fmall
guard for the barks and implements of war,
with orders to proceed for Afoph with the
firlt thaw) on the th January 1738, by ans
other road much  nearer than by the Don.
As we were {ometimes obliged, notwith{tand-
ing the feverity of the froft, to take up our
lodgings in woods, under the canopy of hea-
ven alone ; I fhall only mention a few of the
more remarkable towns on the banks of the
Don and Ofkol, till we again arrived at Rib-
na upon the river Soina, almoft where its
ftreams j 3011‘1 the Don. All thefe rivers empty
themfelves into the Don.

In fo doing, I fhall obferve t‘he fame or=
der I have hitherto done.  From Kotchatoff
to Kundrutze town on the Don, are 53 verfls,
to Burftra 16, to Kamennoi 86, to. Gu‘n—1
droftke 45, to Lugan 84, to Krafnaianfke
50, to Jamepol 61, to Rareoff, Boriflof on
the Ofkol 47, to Senkoff 56, to Afnofka
10, to Kamenka 47, to Valviki 36, to Ob-
zunfke on the Soina 84, to Ribna 18, to
Chovorotak on the Don 50, to Taverhoff 53.

By
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By this road, we meafured 776 verfts bes
twixt Kotchatoff and Taverhoff, fo that it
‘meafures lefs than the road ‘on the Don by
156 verlls.

It is proper, . however, to obferve that the
Don and Ofkol rivers run through the very
middle of Little Tartary; that though the
. towns are generally pretty well fortified, and
have numerous inhabitants, yet the diftances
betwixt them are very great, .quite uninha-
bited,” and  either defart, or full of great
woods; for which reafons, it is much ex-
pofed in time of war, to the depredations of
flying parties of Crim Tartars, who com-
monly lie in wait upon the fide of the woods,
ready to fall upon paflengers, when but few
in number.- © - : :

Our commander, Prince Gallitzin having
. every thing in readinefs, fet out from Kot-
chatoff about four o’clock in  the morning,
with great fecrecy ; for the enemy -never
could learn what was the number of men he
commanded: and as he caufed fire a morn-
ing and an  evening gun, as Vice Admiral
and Cenator, they imagined his command
muft have been very confiderable. He like-
wife took the precaution of keeping a very
ftrict guard about the town with great judg-
ment. _ ‘

He allowed none, whether foldiers, failors,
or inhabitants, to go out of the town under
pain of death. But in truth, it was quite

the
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thé contrary, for it is faid, and he did not
Hefitate to fay fb alfo, that the Lords of the
Admiralty planned out, and fent him this
route, ori purpofe that he might have been
cut offs e '

His eldeft brother, Princg Demitry, a Se-
nator, one of the wifeft men at the helm of"
affairs, was, in the year 17306, for fpeaking
his nind too freely, {hut up during the re-
maining part of his life in the caftle of Stuf-.
felburgh, and all the Golitzin family were’
banifhed, fome of them degraded: To which
the Enipre(s Anné, the daughtér of Ivan or
John, chearfully acceded : For the Golitzins
are blood relations of Peter the Great, and
had it not been for them, and the Nanfhkins,
the Princets Sophy would have murdered
PCtﬁf ‘. :

Qur commander had been for many years
before, grand-tredfurer to the admiralty: It
{eems formerly, when the lords of the admi-
ralty happened to be in want of money, they
made free to borrow from the treafurer: But,,
during the whole timie of Pririce Golitzin’s
management, they never could get a farth-
ing ; confcqlxently, they were glad to be rid
of him. Thefe are faid to be the reafons
that they ordered him upofi the Don, in fuch -

erilous times, with a command not exceeds
ing 200 officers andfervants included : Add to
this, that he was ordered from St Peterfbur gh
the fame night, on which his brother was ar-

A refted,
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refted, nor could he have one day allowed
him to put his affairs in crder, and upon his
le aving - St Peterfburgh, the admiral X was,
durmg four months, clolely employed in ex-
amining his boaks, to fee if they could pof~
fibly find any fault, that they might get
his life and eftate. All thele {chemes failing,
and people talking with great freedom of
their barbarous ufage of the Prince, and re- .
poits having been long received in St Peter{-.
burgh from the officers, and an engineer un-
der the Prince’s command, that no place was
found more convenient to build fmall vef-
1::13 than Icorits, diftant about 7o verfls from
" Taverhoff, nearer Azoph : Accordingly, he
was at laft ordered to return as I have {aid.

- His enemies not doubting, and feeing all
their {chemes had proved abortive, but fome
blunder would happen to him in the confu-
fion of a command of about 3000 foldiers
and failors, and 30,000 peafants.

_ We arrived at Kundritze town on the Don,
about mld-day It was here Ihad the firft
opportumty of fecing with what refpect thefe
people received Ruflian grandees, and truly,
I muft {fay, that it was next to adoration: [
was informed however, that the Coflacks e-
fteemed the Golitzin fomily preferable tq
any in the whole Empire, and were well ac-
quamtcd with the cloud which hovered over
,}_t. It is fomething remakable that through

all
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ol Little Tartary, they paid as great refpeét
to this good, old, noble general, as if he had
had the power of life and death.” They
brought him many prefents, but he frank-
ly told them, that as he ftood in nced of
no preicnts, he confequently would accept
of npne, but would not refufe fome vic-
tuals ; becaufe he knew they would not
permit him to buy, aud he could get them
no other Fave and indeed, his fledges were
)oacled with provifions, that he might fland
in no need by the way, Not fatisfied with
having regaled the Prince and his officers
plenmtully, they did not forget his hemn,
whereby, that very evening, 1 was involved
in a good deal of trouble, attended with the
moft exquifite anxiety.
" At our arrival, the Coffacks fent off fome
of their men armed, to give the next town
notice of the Prince’s a;mal and to warn
them to have a fuflicient number of frefh
hories ready tpon hig arrival, that he might
not be hindered in the leaft to Procecd with
all the expedition he pleafed : Accordingly,
having refrefhied ourfelves about two hours,
" we fet out betwixt two and three of the clock
P. M. and had fcarcely reached a mile dll
we were alarmed with an irfegular firing' of
cannon at the laft town, Some of our con-
voy, (for they {ent as many armed Coffacks,
@8 they could fpare, from one town to the
nExe,
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next, and this pradtice they continued thrg?
our route, till we arrived at Taverhoff ) beg-
ged leave of the Prince, to return to defend
thcu' own town, not doubr.mg that the Tar-
tars had made an attack upon it.
- The Prince very readily allowed as many
to go as pleai'cd but the greater part ftaid
with us. We had proceeded about two verfts
after this, mending our pace for fear of the
- Tartars, when our adjutant came to me, and
told me that one of the mcchcme chefts with
the men bclongmg to it were not ¢ome fors
ward, and that if it was loft, T would be
'chargcd with it. I not knomng at this time,
the truth of his affertion, returned accord.-
mcly, my niate and Mr Bowman, whole
cheft it properly was, accompanied me, tho®
I entreated him to ftay by the command, al-
ledging that it was quite ncedlefs for us both
to run the rifque of being either killed, or
taken prifoners by thefe barbarians : But he
was as much afraid ‘of lofing the medicines
as I was, and indeed it was more his charge,
‘as I had not received them from him. We
‘had not drove back two verfls, when a Cof-
fack on horfeback difcovered the people we
wanted, ina finall va]lcy, a little way y from
the nght road. It feems, they had been
makm too free with their bottle, while ; in
Kundrutze, and being quite ﬁupzd with li-
.quor, they loft their road, and with all
the u*anqu:]hry imaginable, had l2in down on

the
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the fnow and.fell faft afleep, notwithftandin
the great froft, and noife the canpon madg
hard by them, ;-
Mr Bowman very foon brought them m' ‘
their {enfes with a fevere whipping, and or-
dered them to drive on before us, as faft as
the horfes could gallop. We did not over-
take the Prince till we arrived at Buiftra : ' The
Coffacks who had returned to Kundrutze o-
vertook us, and told that all was well in their
town ; that the magiftrates having neglected
to pay. their compliments to the Prince with
their cannon, at his arrival in their town,
they thought it their duty to do fuch a piece
of neceflary ceremony at his departure ; and
that this was the caufe of our alarm. It was
a cuftom, and I believe a law, that when
any flag or general officer approached any
cities or towns of -note, which had cannon
mounted, to falute him with more or lefs
cannon, according to his rank in the army
or fleet; but I do not believe the Coflacks
were {ubjected to this, bgcaufe they bought
all their own ammunition ; whereas in Ruf-
fia, the powder and all other ammunition be-"
longs to the Emprefs. I was informed that
when the Prince received this information,
that he fent orders to all the towns through
which he was to paf3, to keep their pOWuer
for the fafety of their towns, acquainting
them, that the ceremony was very difagree-
able to him, and not oaly unneceffary and

expenfive
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expenfive to them; but expofed them in time
of war o the danger of want of powder,
when they might have much more occa-
fion forit: Efpecially, as he was well inform-
éd that parties of the enemy were hovering
about, who would be glad to find them un-
prepared. After this, nothing uncommen
‘happened till we arrived at Gundrofske: Be-
twixt this laft town and Lugan are computed
84 verlls ; confequently no horfes could car-
ry us through, without reft and food. About
30 verfts diftant from Gundrofske is a {mall
village, where we halted to refreth ourfels
ves and cattle in the day time, - After we
had given our horfes two or three hours feed-
ing, we fet out in the afternoon, but before
we had travelled 20 verfts, night came on,
and we were ftill forced to proceed 20 verfts
further, till we arrived in a very great
wood, where we had fires made in many
places, to get cur food warmed, and alfo,
as it was extreme hard froft, to foften the
air.  The horfes which were yoked before
the medicines, ¢r. were quite tired, {o that
T arrived later than any of our men.

At our arrival, my appetite was very keen,
but I had nothing to eat, except a piece of
very good roafted beef frozen quite hard,
‘my bread was in the fame conditioh.  Ste-
phen, my only help-mite, and I, with ne
{mall trouble thawed our victuals before the
fire, then feraped off a little and eat it, @s T
was
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was very tired, I defired Stephen to bring my
bed, and lay it down upon the {now, upon
which, I ftretched myfelf a thort while, with
my fect to the fire, and left Stephen to heat,
ferape, and eat as much as he pleafed.

The Prince, when obliged to take up his-
abode in the ficlds, trufted none of his offi-
cers, but was wont to go round his men, and
fee that the centinels were alert, and the reft
in good order. As he was thus employed,
he found me on my bed, and Stephen very
bufy eating. He afked if I was well? I in-
flantly ro[e, but Stephen told him every
thing which had happened; he took me by
the hand and defired me to go with him, I
obeyed, we went together to another fire,
where his officers were bufy eating fome ex-,
ceeding good fiflx. foup very warm. He or-
dered to give me a {poen, which I exercifed
well, and got alfo a few glaffes of excel-
lent wine. He {poke to me frequently : But;
I believe he could only guefs at my anfwers ;
{o much kindnefs I could obferve, fretted
not a little his adjutant, and indeed, as he
ufed too great freedom with the Prince, 1
thought he faid that probably I would not in
timc'del'crve {fo much kindnefs, at which I
am certain the Prince was very angry. Ha-
ving eat and drunk heartily, I paid my com-
pliments to the Prince, and his officers, ex~
cept the ad_;utant, of whom I have ever re-
tamcd a bad opinion.

o
= Defore

®
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Before day-light, the whole command wag
in motion. My people, having been very
tired the night before, were not {o foon rea-
dy as the others, which was lucky for the
Prince. It feems the Coflacks upon watch-
had given information, that, as they heard 4
noife among the trees, they fufpeted the ene-
my had difcovered us. This report focn
fpread, and he was beft off who could get
fooneft away. Qur horfes, as I faid before,
were heavy loaded, and prcbatly not {fo good
as ‘the reft ; wherefore, we were obliged to
march on flowly. Wehad not drove many
verfts from the wood, when we obferved a
cheft, which, though not large, T fufpeted
might contain the Prince’s plate, on account
of its weight. Day now began to appear.

We travelled on till we were within three
or four verits of Liegon, the country fice of
woods, and the fun fhining bright, when our
hercic adjutant, Balotnicoff, (for that was his
name, ) appeared with a guard of four foldiers,
and, with a loud voice, and a very haughty
air, afked If we had feen a cheft? Stephen
an{wered in the affirmative, and, pointing,
told him, it was lying a-crofs my fledge, and
faid, that I would carry it to the Prince. Ba-
Jotnicoff put on fach airs, that T refolved
to iet him know that I was determined not to
bear his impertinence : But he, miftaking the
gentle anfwers I gave him by my foldier, as
if caufed through fear of him, alighted from

his



his horfe, came forward ‘with his foldiers ta;
take the chelk per force.  Upon which, J ook
up a carrabine which lay by me, laud it om
my knce, as if ready for any thng, and or-
dered mp mea to drive on. - The gallant Bas
~ lotnico® and his {eldiers mounted their horfes,
and rode oif, threatening me no doubt. I
fhort; we arrived but a lictle after him, when
I was conducted with the cheit to the Princes
A noife foan enfueds I defired Stephen to in-
form the Prince, that I found the cheft, and
fulpedted it was his filver plate:r That, as E °
was a f{lranger, had I parted with it, and if
any thing had been loft; I mizht have moft ins
naceatly {utfered in character at leaft : Thae
what was in it I knew not, but was certain
nothingwas loft {ince it was in my pofieflion. I
faid, (for the adjutant had been complaining
grievoufly, as if 1hadthreatened to thoot him,)
that it was very true I had laid my carrabine
on my knee, the manner in which I frequently
travelled, but did not threaten him, tho’ 1 was
uncertain what might have happened, had he
offered force: That I was determined to be
as obliging to all the officers, and all men, as
lay in my power : ThatI never-would defign-
edly affront or difcblige any of them; but,
at fame time, I was every whit as unwilling to
take affronts © | hat, by my inftru@ions from
the College of Medicine, I was ordered to be
under his Excedmcy s -orders ; and that -1
fhould receive or uus from no other, unlefs o-

Y therways
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therways directed by the Medicine Chancery,
At this the Prince {eemed very. well plea-
fed.

 The tables were turped. Balotnicoff ima-
gined that I would be at once difgraced ; but
this day began a mutual kindnefs betwixt this
good Prince and me, which continued ever
after. He happened to afk me, How I came
fo foon to be acquainted with Ruflian voca-
bles ? for, tho’ I could not keep up conver{a-
tion in the Rullian language, I had learned
many vocables. I told him, and produced a
vocabulary in Latin and Rui5 ; at this he exprefs
fed great fatisfaction in Latin; but alter this,
even after I had made great progrefs in under-
ftanding and promptly fpeaking the Rutiian
language, he {poke with me {eldom in any
other language than Latin.

He now gave me, not only a general invi-
tation to his table, but inforced it as my duty,
during the reft of our journey to Taverhoff,
and ordered me always to {it near him{elf for
the conveniency of difcourfe. This was a
terrible blow to  Balotnicoff. I thought he
would have burft with infignificant malice.
By this means the Prince came to be made ac-
quainted with Captain Carrabine’s difpute,
and his reafons for fending me, fo much con-
trary to common {enfe, and the intereft of
the fick in Taverhoff, as Mr Burman was un-
-able to attead them.

Aftep

-~
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After this I keenly cultivated the love of all
the officers, except Balotnicoff, whom I avow-
edly defpifed ; and indeed,- he at laft was i~
diculed and defpifed by the whole command.
He was a gentleman by birth, but poor, had
no education, and therefore was made a coo-
per to the fleet by Peter the Great. - His cafe
had been,two years by paft, reprefented to the
Prince, who, by his intereft, got him made a
midfhipman, which is of equal rank to licute-
nant in the army. 3 :

We now travelled on, without any thing
remarkable happening, till we arrived at Senr
koff on the river Afkol. The weather here
had been mild, and during the winter but lit-
tle {now, which, by the influence of the {un,
was faft melting, fo that in many places there
wasnone. We here propos’d to fell cur fleciges,
and take to carts, but the Coffacks would give
nothing for them worth our acceptance. They
alfo informed us, that, further on, we would
have very deep fnow. Upon this the Prince
ordered us to lafh our fledges upon carts, -
which the Coflacks procured, with an additi~-
onal number of horfes. - Thus equipped, we
marched on, not fo much afraid of the Tar-
tars as formerly.

We for many miles paffed over little hills
and large vallies. « After reﬁ'e{hing ourfelves
and horfes at a wood in the night-time; -we
proceeded, and in the morning went up by a
very e'xiy afcent of fome \erﬂs, a riling

ground,
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ground, firorh the rop of which we diftdver-

ed, at about four or five verfls diftance, the

beautiful town called Kamenka, fitnated in

xhe mid lle of a very extenfive plain, upon

wthe banks of the Afkol ; the defcent from thig

* height ‘was very fteep. ‘The Prince was fore.
thoft, our engincer immediately befere me,
wnd three writers in a fledge mounted on g
«€art, were a confiderableway behind me. We
bad proceeded but a listle way down the hill,
when T was alarmed with an excelfive noife
grom the writers cart. Looking about, Ifaw
“that their hor{e had taken fiight, and was gal
Joping direétly upen me. My driver could
But only clear the way, when they pafied my
~vheels very near, and, their driver having
fullen from his feat, their horfe overturned
£he engineer’s cart and horfe, whereby it was
2l broke to pieces.

It affeéted me much to fee at .once three
ariters and our engineer lying motionle{s on
the oround. I went te them, and, upon en-

uiry, found that they were only extremely
“rightened ; but the engineer lay flill on the
ground like another Hercules, as he was a re-
warkably big man. He could not {peak, but
oaned. 1 caufed Mr Bowman bleed fiim
@nftantly, put him into my cart, and diove
- ®n to Kamenka, where every thing was done
For his recovery, agreeable to the art of fur-
gery. He recovered very well, nor did he
Ever forget my care, and my readily yielding
my
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my tart to him, gained me good will from the
whole command : And the good Prince re-
turned me thanks publicly, for what I would,
in the like circumflances, bave donemm,-
enemy, ‘as I told them.

We met with nothing worth rclalzu'nIr after
this, till we arrived in Taverhoff, but 1 muft.
acquaint the reader, that the city of Ribna is
tthe moft beautiful I faw in the Ukraine. It is
large, and has fix or feven churches. The
daft day of our travels was a continued thaw,
which obliged me to walk on foot more than
10 verfts. At laft, about eight o’clock at
night, I arrived on the 15th of January, ha-
ving travelled 776 verlls'in ten days..

CH A P. XXXVIIL

What happened after my Arrival in Taver-
hoff, &oc. :

NOT being able to get lodgings, though

fatigued and wet, I went to the Prince,
with whom were many officers,” and my old
acquaintance Captain Carrabine among the
reft.

The Prince no {ooner faw me, than, ha-
wing been infermed of the caufe of my de-
Iay, he ordered Carrabine to give me a lodg-
ing with Mr Burman the {urgeon ; and, at
fame time, made enquiry at hnn about the rea-

fon
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{on of fending me to Kotchatoff, when he was
‘well affured, that he (the Prince) was foon to
return to Taverhoff ; How he durft demand
medicines, which he knew were deftined for
another command ? &c. In fhort, the Prince
fpoke a long while concerning his undue at-
tention to the Emprefs's intereft, and, confe-
quently, his acting contrary to the Imperial
mandate; his defign to miflead a ftranger, and
laftly, -his want of humanity, in fending a
young man, who knew nothing of the roads,
and could not {peak the language, threaten=
ing to take his foldier from him,.who was
granted by the admiralty, into a country, not
only borderingon; but daily fkirmifhing, with
the enemy.

He alfo obferved, that Captain Carrabine
was an old officer, coniequently the more
culpable, and that, in fhort, he did not know
how he could difpenie with paffing unnoticed
fuch very grofs faults. Here he ended his
difcourfe, and, immediately after, 2 piece of
Ruffian humiliation began, which I had never
{een before. - The poor captain fell on his
knees, confeffed that all was tue that the
Prince had faid, put him in mind that he was
a gentleman, and laftly, begged, for Chrift’s
fake, that he would pardon him this time, af-
furing him, that he never'would again give
caufe for the like rcproof Thus Carrabine’s
high {pirit was brought low, to the moft piti-
ful degree,

The
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The Ruffians are ftrongly attached to their
religion and cuftoms.  If a crime is any way
pardonable, the delinquent will {carcely mifs
the an{wer of his fupplication, if he afks it
for the fake of Chrift, St Nicolas, the Empe-
ror, or Emprefs, Prince Golitzin could not
ftand out againft this {ubmifiive way of afk-
ing, and his fake for whom he afked it. He
did not let him remain long on his knees, but
took him up, embraced, and pardoned him
fincerely, I believe, what he had aéted contra-
ry to himfelf'; obferving, that I had it in my
power .to reprefent whatever difficulties I
might meet with, to the Medicine-chancery,
the members of which,- ufually, as he well
knew, having always accefs to the Emprefs,
made but very little difficulty, not only of re-
prefenting their affairs to all the fuperior col-
leges, but effeCtually to inforce juftice to be
done to their dependents. He told him,
that he Had received a letter from his good
friend Dr Fifher, the archiator, (in anfwer to
one he had wrote him, intreating him to
fend a well qualified furgeon, to take care of
him and his command) in which he aflured
him, it was his opinion, that the Prince would
thank him for the man he had fent, altho’
he was then ignorant of the language, that he
doubted not, when he was abfent from his
countrymen, that he would foon learn the
Ruffian language. He faid a great deal more,
which I fhall not here repeat,

i b Captain
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Captain Caurrabine knew that every word
the Prince had {aid was true ; therefore de=
fired in Englith, that I would forget any
thing he had adted difagreeable to me. I
took him by the hand, gave him a hearty
{hake, and affured him, that, if ever an op-
portunity offered, in which I could be of fer«
vice to him, he would experience my fincere
readinefs to oblige him. Thus ended this
important affair.

Captain Hertzenbergh, a Dane, Lieutenants
Every, -Smallman and Luggar, Englihmen,
came and welcomed me to Taverhoff. They
bad been upon the Afophian fea, or Palus
Meeotis, laft fummer, and were ordered, with
§ or 6oo failors, to come to Taverhoff, and
had arrived there, whilt I was in my way to
Kotchatoff. It is ealy to any one, who hag
been fome months without feeing a country-
man, to imagine how glad I was, fo unexs
pectedly, to meet them. I forgot that I was
tired; and, at Captain Hertzenbergh’s invita-
tion, we went to his houfe, and enjoyed our-
{elves very azreeably till bed-time. Captain
Hertzenbergh had learned the theory and

radtice of navigaiion in England, and indeed
fhowed me as much kindnels as my couniry-
mei, or any other could do.  Two days at-
ter this, Captain Hertzenbergh came to my
lodging, before 1 was out of | bed, and obfer-
ving, that I fiept on my bed laced upon chairs,
afked the reafon-of this. I told him, that Mr
: Burman
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Burman had no {pare bedftead but one, and
that a furgeon; who was in pofleflion of
it before I arrived, was troubled with the
itch, a difeafe I did not like ; and that, if the
{fummer was once fet in, I would {leep in a
tent. The captain waited ll I had drefled
myfelf, and invited me to breakfalt with him.
He then let me fee a {mall room he had next
his bed-chamber, and a feparate door by
which I could go in-or come out at pleafure,
without difturbing him. He faid, if I would
accept of it, it would be f{o far from being in-
convenient to him, that he would take it very
kindly, and think himfelf obliged. Ihad no
objeition to his offer, and, in an infltant, my
bed and all my baggage was tranfported to
Captain Hertzenbergh’s houfe.

I {hall juft mention two or three anecdotes
which happened this {ummer, and then pro-
ceed to more interefting fubjets. Thefe of-
ficers were ordered here to affift the Prince in
getting veflels ready againft the f{ummer,
which was. faft advancing. The Prince iffu-
éd out orders to the governors of Veronits,
Cafan, and Kiove, to fend, withont lofs of
time, their complement of peafants,-to cut
down timber in the neighbouring woods, to
carry it to Taverhoff and Icorits. No lefs
than 30,000 peafants were employed. It may
appear to every one very ridiculous to caufe
vellels of 60 or 7o tons burden to be built
with new felled timber ; but how ridiculous

A ‘ foever
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{oever fuch orders may appear to an intelli-
gent reader, it was reaily fact; and it is incre-
dible, with what expedition a number of thefe
veflels were got ready againft May and the
‘beginning of June, and were carried to A-
foph with the {welling of the Don, which al-
-ways happens about this time, from the melt-
“ing of the fhow covering fuch immenfe tracts
of land.

The confequence was, that the failors h'td
enough a-do to keep them fwimming. In {hor,
they were obligcd to cork the {eams every

“day during fummer ; and, though we were
moft fuccefsful againft the Turks by Jand, we
“were as unfucefstul by fea: Fi or, whereas we
could {end tothe AJoplnan fea on'y fuch veflels
as thefe, capable to carry four or five, or at
moft {ix {mall cannon, the Palus Mceotis was
covered with large Turkith vellels carrying
- 6o or 7o great cannon ; and it was confi-
‘ dently reported, that thefe veflels were
. directed by French mafters and gunners. In
“fhort, thefe veflels frequently fell into the
~hands of the Turks. ‘The reader probably
will alk, To what fervice fuch veflels could
“be ufeful?  The defign of them was only to
tranfport ammunition and provifions for the
" army under the orders of the late Field Mar-
~ fhal Count Lacy, which fometimes they effect-
- ed, but never returned all to Afoph in fafety.
Another fleet of this kind was dettined for the
army, under the command of Count Muinich,

who
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who atted on the weft fide of the Dreiper ;
but indeed neither was of great ufe, as will ap-
pear, when I relate the progrefs of our : arms
againit the Turks.

Mr Smallman was a good n,atured qmet
perfon, and, I believe, would not willingly
have quarrelled with any man. He hadbeen,
fince the year 1436, miferably recuced by
the obftinacy of a difeafe, and though he had
been under the care of eminent men; yet, as
he was obliged every fummer to fhil ‘into
the Palus Mceotis, before his arrival in Ta-
verhoff, he was again in a worfe condition
than before he fet out. I'had this winter cu-
red him. He was but recovered, and in a
very weak frate, when the reft of our country-
men were ordered, with all their men, to re-
pair to Afoph; but Smallman was kept by
my : '1tteﬂ'mon, declaring, that, till he recover-
ed ftrength, he could do no duty: That at
prefent he was unable to perform fuch a jour-
ney, and that it would rifk his life to no pur-
pofe. This, I afterwards was informed, was
very difagreeable to the haughty Bredal, their
infignificant admiral, as will be related.

One day as we were ih the citadel of Ta-
verhoff, a brother licutenant of his in the fleet,
enquired of Smallmfm, Where he learned the
ficeft rudiments of navigation ?  Smallinan an-
{wered, That he was bound apprentice to the
coal-thips which ply betwixt Newcaftle and
Londop, and afterwards ferved in the royal

navy,
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navy. Mr Paveloff; for that was the other Liey-
tenant’s name, wanted no more than.to turn
this into ridicule, and indeed was bearing
hard upon Mr Smallman, when I faid, that [
was no {ailor, but that I had heard it often af
ferted by the moft knowing people in thefe
affairs in Great Britain, that failors bred in
the 'coal-trade were efleemed the beft and
hardieft, poflibly in the weorld ; and that cer-
tainly the Ruffian admiralty knew this. well,
elfe they never would have engaged MrSmall-
man in the Tmperial fervice.” ~In fhort, Pave-
loif an{wered, that as I was no failor, he did
not dire& his difcourfe to me, and only want-
ed to talk with Smallman,

Mr Paveloff was® very rieh, vain, proud,
and overbearing ; and I obferved that he
wanted to make Mr Smallman a butt to his
vanity. It went to my heart to be prefent,
and fee a good natured countryman made
the game of a vain empty fellow (for Scots,
Englith, and Irifh, are all countrymen a-
broad.) I begged of Mr Smallman, as he
Joved his country, his countrymen prefent,
and his honour, to fuffer him no longer, to
call him afide, and let him know, that he
would have him either to afk pardon imme-
diately, or elfe to affure him, that he would
take the firft ‘opportunity of doing him{elf ju-
flice ; and, if needful, I aflured him, he
fhould mot want a fecond. Smallman did I‘o,
and the confequence was, Payeloff alked par-

don,
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dow, which effectually turned a- grem iattgh
again{t him, even by his countrymen, . He
fmpec’l‘ed that I was the caule,(Lipoke in Engh
lith)and as I was but of finall growth, young,
and had, at that tine, more the appearance of
a confumptive perfon than any thing elie, as I
was exercifing myfclf in a very immoderate
fic of langhter, he, unexpectediy enough; col-
lared me, and, without great difficulty, 1 bes
lieve as-in jeft howcvei, thréw -me -on the
ground : I had alio got faft held of him,and
held {o faft, that hie fell over me down thé
fide of the hill, (for it was a rifing ground
where this happcned and we were on the ve-
ry top; at the bottom of which were fome old
docks, where Peter the Great ufed to lannch
his new built veffels:) T had no intention to
flop the diverfion, nor was I in the fmalleft
degree angry, efpecially as I was dreflfed in
an ordinary green frock, and he in his uni-
form, richly mounted with broad gold lace ;
fo I very nimbly flew over him, but, {till hold-
ing fafl, tho’ he would have been difengaged,
I brought him again over me, and thus we
tumbled down to the dock, where we were
both bedaubed from head to foot. At rifing,
as we were out of hearing of the by-ftanders,
I aflured him, that I looked uwpon him as a
feoundrel, and would embrace the very firft
fafe opportunity of chaftifing him as fuch.
However, tho’ his cloaths were not only ren-
dered ufelefs with naftinefs, but in many
places
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places torn, yet he affected to treat all thathad
happened as a joke, and took his friends to
witnefs, it could be nothing elfe. By their
interpofition then, a reconciliation was made,
and, to confirm it, he entertained us with a
few bottles of wine. Indeed, thro® the whole
farce, I had enough a-do to look any way fe-
rious, frequently burfting out into involun-
tary laughs. '

Soon after the departure of our country-
men, Captain Carrabine was difmifled to St
Peterfburgh, and one Captam Rufelius, a
German, appointed as captain of the port in
his place.

CH AP XXXIX,

Concerning what bappened to the Author by Ad—
miral Bredal, &e,

N the month of February, Bredal arrived

in Veronits,and fent word to the captain of
the port to provide him a lodging in Taver-
hoff.  Rufelius ordered me to evacuate my
quarters. Capt. Hertzenbergh not only had
left me his houfe, but a very confiderable
quantity of wood for fuel, which Bredal
would have undoubtedly burnt. I, confi-
dering myfelf as not under the directions of
the port, returned however my compliments
to the captain,” who was truly a good man.

Inftead
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Inftead of obeying his orders, I defired my
fervant to yoke my horfe in the fledge: While
he was doing this, I fecured, by barring and
locking, all the entries into this great houfe,
and then drove into the defart for an airing, .
~where I remained long enough to give Rufe-
Tius and his admiral time to adjuft their af-
fairs, and, when late, returned to Mr Bur-
man, difiniffed my fervant to go home to
take care of the houfe. = At Mr Burman’s I
~was told by the admiral’s furgeon, that the
admiral was very angry that I flopped Small-
man, and that he was determined to have a
-fecond vifitation, in order to carry him along
with him : That I had now again incurred
his difpleafure, by not evacuating the houfe,
according to Rufelius’s order; and that, as
he bad great need of men of my profeflion,
~he had heard him fay, he would require me
by an unanfwerable memorial to Prince
Golitzin, fhewing him his cafe, and the im-
pollibility of being provided any other way ;
whereas the Prince had many chances of
furgeons, pafling either to the fleet or ar-
mies.

In anfwer to this, efpecially as T kuew this
furgeon was to fup with Bredal that night, I
told him, that Mr Rulelius and I, I hoped,
would not difagree about my leaving the
houfe, when he was fenfible of the caufe:
That Mr Burman and I jointly had attefted
Smellman, and that if Bredal, after fuch at-

e teftation,
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teflation, took him, though warranted by the
atteftacion of others, I Wouki immediately
lodge in the Medicine Clnncery a proteft,

and another in the admiralty, in the ﬂrongc&
terms. I faid that my inftractons from
-the Medicine  Chancery,. and ecorroborated
by inftructions from the board of admiraley,
who, he ouglit to know, never attempted to
contradict the defign of the Chancery in me-
dical affairs, bore that I fthould with all pef=
fible expedition make my repair to Prince
Golitzin, and there to take care of his heaith,
and of thofe undet his immediate command.

I faid, I was furpriled that any vice-admi-
ral was fo thoughtle(s as to imagine any per-
fon, who had the fmalleft title to common
fenfe, would run the rifque of difobeying in-
ftructions from his principal conftituents, in
favours of a man abfolutely under their or-’
ders, and of a perfon, of whom he knows
nothing. That I fhould not bhefitate to
fpeak the fame language, and fomething
more to the admiral, if he urged any fuch
matter; and, in fhort, tho” Prince Golitzin
was ever {o willing to oblige Admiral Bredal,
in this I would obey neither the one nor the
other, till they procured me new ordcrs from
the Medicine Chancery.

As T faid before, a dark cloud hovered o-
ver the Prince, and this made him, tho’ na-
tarally a quiet good man, {ubmit to many [i-
berties, which men, in no fhape equal to him,

at
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at this time frequently took. I was certain
-that what I had faid would be agreeable to
the Prince, efpecially as I took the blame of
refufal to myfelf ; the two German fur-
geons ftared at my reafoning, acknowledged
the truth of ourbeing only under the diretion
of the Medicine Chancery, but faid that the
admiral, was he to hear fuch difcourfe,
might do me a great injury ; becaufe at fuch
diftance, his power was very great, and his
connections with the adniralty and Medi-
cine Chancery might be alfo great. That
he was, they had reafon to believe, alfo a
very invective man, and that people greatly
{uperior to me in rank, durft not take the
liberty to withftand his orders, though not
{tri¢tly agreeable to the regulations.

I only replied, that I was born in a land
of liberty, and was refolved to fpeak the
language of my heart ; and that {o long as I
did my duty to her Majefty, and was deter-
mined to act up to the meaning of the regu-
lations, to which I was flri¢tly bound by my
oath; therefore I was certain that no ad-
miral could greatly moleft me, if I continued
to purfue this way. I faid much more which
I fhall not, for brevity’s fake, mention ; but,
as I expected, and indeed, defigned, the
admiral’s furgeon at fupper told him every
word,. and probably more. The auditory
exprefled great furprize, as they {aid, at my
impudence: But the admiral, tho’ a Dane,

Aa had
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had been long on board Britith men of war,.
where he learned his principles of navi-
gation, and likewile, the lengths that Britifh
ple will go, ‘when hardly ufed, faid no-
thing but bit his:lips, and his acquaintances
faid it was a fign® of dilpleafure.  Next
morning I waited upon my Prince, who
feemed to be difturbed : He told'me that Bre~
dal, for whom he had met the {malleft re-
gard had infifted to take me with him, &,
I in return, acquainted him of our difcourfe
Inft night, and of my veafons for faying thar
I would not go even if the Prince ordered
me. As none were prelent, he faid, T had
told what was true, and,. in fome rapture,
threw his morning gown about me, whick
was a fign of great fatisfaction.. He however
ordered that Ffhould make my appearancebe-
fore Bredal, and advifed, that Imight moderate-
my paffion ; becaufe it might, fome time or-
other, lie in: his power to do me an: injury.
I accordingly went into a great hall where
the admiral was flanding with a number of”
his minions about him : As I was very neatdly
drefled, he eyed me: Capt. Ruflelivs told him:
who'I was, and as an anfiver, he gave a nod.
I remained about a quarter of an hour fpeak-
ing to my acquaintances = At laft, T made
my bow, and went off, not ill pleafed that
I had no opportunity of m'lkmg a wider
breach, and when I confider the important
au" and pride which he . clumfily enougle
. affumed,,
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affumed, I- mmgme he was a5 glad to  be
quit of me,

As this haughty mtm was detcrrmhed to -
carry fome of ks propofals againft {uch a di-
minutive .am;agqmi‘.' as me, and as it was the
only one remaining, orders were ifiued to -
re-vifit. Mr Smaliman, and his own furgeon
was to  be ope of the judges. 1 Ihall not
here take up my reader’s time, nor tire his
patience about medical controverfies in this |
atfair, againft the admiral and his furgeon
only, that 1 affured him, he difhonoured his
place in the Empreis’s fervice, either n act-
ing according as Bredal'would have him, or
elie, he evxdcntly betrayed his i ignorance, in
alledging it was {afe and pefiible for a man to
do what he was truly not able to perform,
or that he run no rifque of his life, to make
a journey of betwixt 7and 8oo verfls, at fucha
feafon, confidering the dangerous courfe he
had juft undergone,-and the prefent feeble
and weak condition he was, brought to. 4
-told him, it was not enough for him to think
to get protection from fuch a head as his ad-
miral’s : He ought to be fure, that he afted
aceording to prmmp]es of the medical infti-
tutions agrecch.upon by the belt mafters, and
particularly, according to the faithful obfer-
vations of the moft honourable authors in the
profefion ; that-a deliberate action againft the
truths thcy afferted, was an acknowledge-
ment.of ignorance. I faid, I was acquainted

! with
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with the Archiator, and that he knew me;
that I durft fay, Mr Burman was a man of
more integrity and experience than to Jom
with him: But that fuppofing he fhould, it
would rather ftimulate, than difcourage me
to reprefent the affair more effectually;
and that if Mr Smallman thould lofe h1s
life after fuch fair admonition, he and his
admiral was moft juftly anfwerable to her
Majefty, for fuch an indiret flep, contrary
to the tenure of Peter the Great’s regulations,
and that I would, 1mmed1a.,ely lay my com-
plamt before the Cantoir in Tayerboff, en-
joining them to acquaint his admiral with it
before he left Taverhoff, that he might not
plead ignorance; that laftly, the Emp1eis had
too great a love for juftice, to let fuch crimes
efcape puniflrment ; a furprifing privilege tru-
ly, allowed to great men and judges, thro’
many principalities in Europe! Wherever
this happens to be the cafe, who can help
thinking, if they dare not {peak their minds,
that fuch a ftate is ruled by madmen, or ab-
folute fools ! I {hall, for inftance, fuppofe that
2 man cbnoxious to a great man, had inad-
vertently in anger, threatened another, this
other aftewards happened to come to an un-
timely death, by an unknown hand ; the
man, who formerly had madvcrtcntly threa-
tened him, was feized, thrown into jail, tri-
ed and condemned to be hanged, and pofi-
mvcly was hanged, only by the power of a

great
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great-man of neither honour, honefty, nor
real good judgment: And fuch a cafe has
been difcovered afterwards by the very au-
thor of the murder, either from a difturbed
conicience, or from a defire before he left
this world to do Ju{hce to the relations of the _
perfon, who had innocently been led to the
altar as the victim of a wrong-headed great
marn. |

In fhort, my former declaration concern-
ing Mr Smallman, was a fecond time con-
firmed by the admiral’s own {urgeon, tho’

. Very contrary to his inclination : But the fear

of being expofed, tried and degraded, pre-
ponderated with him for once to defert the
warm injunétions of his empty headed ad-
miral, and indeed, I did not part with him,
till he was fenfible enough of the poor piti-
ful opinion I entertained of his admiral and
himfelf, which was, ina very fhort time after
this, fully evidenced to be very well found-
ed, as will be faithfully related in its proper
place.  His furgeon advifed me to go along
with him and Mr Burman to deliver our re-
port : This I declined for many reafons.
Thus we parted, nor did I ever fee either of
them after this, {o that what I have wrote
cannot be referred to any other motive, than a
natural antipathy I ever had, and continue
to bear againit all fuch bafe men ; nor did I
ever hefitate to declare my opinion either to
them
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them or their friends, let their greatnefs be
ever fo exteniive.

T A R, " AL

‘A geographical defeription of the province of
Veronits, its mpz}ml, and a natural biftory
of this country.

HE metropolis of the province of Ve-
T ronits bears the fame name, and lics
almoft fouth-fouth-eaft from the city of Mof-
cow, " diftant from Taverhoff 10 verfts. The
city of Veronits is built upon the fouth fide
of a hill, and the river Veronits wathes the
fouth fide of the city. Upon the top of the
~ hill is a citadel furrounded with a dry ditch,

fortified with palifadoes, it 15 a place
of no great flrength: In it, the archbifhop
has his palace, and there are fome churclics,
The whole city i5 encompafled with a dry
ditch and rampart with palifadoes. It is faid
to contain about §ooo inhabitants : The go-
vernor’s palace and courts of juftice are all
‘built at the foot of the hill*. 'The province
' - N of

* At a diftance from the city, efpecially to the fonth up-
jon many hills and high grounds, the inhabitants, ia for-
. mer times; Pro}num_ﬂ before the Ukraine was Pcopled,

formed rickles of flones, or cones of earth where centinels
were placed with tar barrels or other combuftibles, ro
give notice to the citics and countries of the approach of

the
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of Veronits has the province of Mofcow o
the north. Bielogorod and Kiove provinces
on the weft; Little Tartary on the fouth j
Penzintkoi, Sinbirfkoi and part of the king<
dom of Aftrachan on the eaft.’ In 47 de-
grees 1o minutes north latitude on the fouthy
by 63 degrees 45 minutes caft longitude, on
the eaft by 54 degrees three minutes, on ‘the
north, and by 54 degrees: 1o minutes eaft
longitude on the weft. A great part of the
Ukraine is {fubjeét to the provinces of Vero-
nits and Kiove. The province of Veronits is
very juftly reckoned a natural, rich and fer-
tile country, there are indecd many great de<
farts in it, only from want of ‘water, for on
brooks and rivers are many wvery large and
populous cities and villages ; excepting its
touthermoft borders in Little Tartary on thé
Don, which, though a rich pleafant country,
does not {eem to be well inhabited : This pro-
ceeds, T fulpedt from their fear of the Crim
Tartars; for, unlels a colony of warlike
men forms and fortifies 2 town at once, there
can’ be no fafety for a few inhabiting the o<
pen country, as no manner of truft isto be
put in the Crim Tartars, nor indeed in their
protectors, the Turks. Taverhoff lies {outhy

~ wefk

the enemy. Thefe are {lill remaining, as with us in Scot-
land, and I was informed, that in fufpicions times, two
horfemen were appointed by each of thefe, who, when
they perceived any confiderable body of men travelling
from the enemy’s country, immediately fet fire to the com-
buttibles, and made their repair to places of ftrength.
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weft from the city Veronits, built by Petey
the Great on the fouth banks of the river Ve-
ronits, which rums into the Don at the di-
ftance of about two verfts from Taverhoff,
. Two thirds of Taverhoff are furrounded by
tlie rivers Don and Veronits: The low flag
grbunds are covered over with thick woods
and lakes, after the floods of May and June
are over, which; I prefume, makes Taverhoff
very unhealthy. About mid-way betwixe
Veronits and Taverhoff, Feter made 2 long,
{‘trong, high dyke, with a lock in it, for con-
fining the waters of Veronits, in order to float
_the fhips he built there. He made another
of the {fame materials, but much ftronger and
higher, upon the Don, three miles from Ta-
verhoff.  The-dyke alone is more than two
verfts in length, and has two {luices in ig;
by the help of which great locks, it is almoft
incredible; what a depth of water he aflem-
bled, by which he launched fhips of war of
70 guns, fome of which I have feen {ill pre-
ferved-in Taverhoff ; and by this conflux of
water, he carried thefe great fhips to Afoph;
which, when the laft peace was made with the
Turks, in his life time, were again, by the
fame care and art, brought back to Taver-
hoff, laid up on dry ground, and fhades built
over them, I fuppofe only to perpetuate the
memory of that great Emperor.

Taverhoff 1s built very regularly, with the
{trcets interfeting one another at right angles,
' all
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all of wood : A fine palace ftands on the weft
end of the town, with good gardens, where
the Prince lived, built of the {ame materials.
The fort lies to the wefl of this, in which eve--
ry thing neceffary for thip-building, and ma-
gazines of alk forts, are kept.  The citadel is
made of earthen ramparts palifadoed, with
baftions at the corners, (it being an esact
{quare) mounted with cannon. To the weit
of this, is a village inhabited by 3000 foldi-
ersy for the fafety of the place. Taverboff 13
inhabited only by failors, and a few fifher-
men. I prefume this policy is not bad, be-
caufe the fame {pirit of envy takes place in
Ruflia, as in many other nations, betwixt {ol-
diers and failors. - They never can agree, for
in St Peterfburgh, though under the imine-
diate difcipline of the fupreme government,
their animofity was fo ftrong, that, in my
tune, the guards and failors have fought, not-
withftanding f{evere orders to the contrary,
pitched battles, where {fome on both fides
have been flain : At laft, however, they were
reftrained from this by the' Emprefs Anne.
. Certainly the province of Veronits is one of
the moft plentiful countiies in the world,
comprehending ‘great part -of the' Ukraine ;
for the numbers of rour arimies and fleet, al-
together acting againft the Turks, with an ar-
my for the protection of the Ukraine, were
no lefs than 150,000; add to thefe 40 oOr
50,000 peafants employed in the differént
Wworks of fhip-building, all which were fup-
Bb plied
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plied with provifions from the provinces of
Veronits and Kiove, nor did I ever learn,
that any provifion was brought from any o-
ther province of Ruffia into this, during the
whole war ; yet, for all this, I have known an
ox bought for a ruble; a large fow, killed and
eleaned, for 3s. 6d. a goole or turkey 2d,
er at moft 3d. a hen rd. and fo forth. I
have often bought a bag of cats, equal to four
bufhels Winchefter meafure, for about 3s.6d.
Large magazines of provifions, during the
war, were kept in many fortified cities in this
province, always in good order, fo that the
army, when on the Ukraine, never fuffered
the {malleft want of any thing. ,

The defarts, when they are watered with
a few fhowers of rain in the fummer, produce
grals in abundance. The banks of the ri-
vers are like gardens, producing many vege-
tables, which we, with all our art), ean fcarce-
Iy cultivate in ours. Hops and Sparrowgrafs
grow luxuriantly every where ; their apples
are not good; pears, from which we have
made, for a mere trifle, the beft perry I ever
tafted, grow wild ; great variety of the medi-
cinal plants, ufed in the apothecaries fhops,
grow aaly by the richnefs of the foil.

‘The rivers afford food and all eonvenien-
cy to different kinds of water-fowl, fuch as
fwans, different forts of geefe and ducks,
fnipes, &¢. The defart produces heath-fowl
of different kinds, buftards, cranes, partridges,

quails,
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quails, ¢ve. Quadrupeds, harts, feveral forts
of deer, wild fwine not very plentiful, hares,
wolves, foxes, bedrs, dnd a Very beautiful a-
nimal, called by the natives {urks, which bur-
row under ground, and live far from any ina
habited place, are of a brown eolour, fome=
thing like a lap-dog, but have large eyes and
whifkers, and only four large teeth in the fore
part of théir mouths, are exceffively fat, fic
at or near their holes, and, when they fee any
man, whiftle very loud two or three times,
then retire.  They live as it were in colonies;
for they are always found in large bands.
The rivers and lakes are full of very fine fifh;
fuch as flurgeon, ftirlet, pike, tench, perch;
carp, ¢vc. In fhort, nothing is wanted to
make Veronits the happieft country in the
world, but liberty and mild government !
What is in the bowels of the earth, I know
not, for the inhabitants, having no need of
any thing more than what nature has {o plen-
tifully provided for them, feek after nothing
elie, 35278

CHAP,
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CrHaAP. _XLL

Ca;sce; ning the Ruﬁ‘ an and Turkify War, from
the Year 1736, till the latter End of the
Year 1739.

URING the two years T ftaid in Taver-
hofF, I had many opportunities of be-

ing informed concerning the operations of
our armies and fleets, by gentlemen who had
been eye-witnefles. I fhall, however, for bre-
vity’s fake, only give a general relation of
what happened every fummer, without en-
tering into very many, though brave, petty
aftions.  Mighty empires, it is well known,
like children, quarrel, and : agree again after
they are tired. They are both in the right,
and both in the wrong ; as this is often the
cafe, I fhall not fay whether the Ruflians or
Turks werein the wrong,but fo it was,war was
declared by the Ruffians againft the Turks
and Tartars in 1736, and two armies were
ordered to act immediately. The firft {et out
under the command of the brave Count Mui-
nich, who, without lofs of time, laid fiege to
Afoph, where he loft a great number of brave
en, nor could he take the city. Another
army was getting ready by the wife, the hu-
Jgnane, the brave Count Lacy. Thefe two
great men were both field-marfhals in the ar-

mies
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mies of Ruffia. . They were both great expe--
rienced generals, but their characters are diffe-
rent.  Count Muinich was a German from
Heflenhumburg, an intrepid, bold man, but-
endeavoured to carry all his enterprifes at
once ; he therefore had no netion of {paring
even his own men. Count Lacy, under
whofe iminediate orders I ferved two years,
was an Irifh gentleman. He was at the fiege
of Limrick, and followed King James VII. to" |
France : He ferved the Emperor of Germa-
ny, and at laft the Empire of Ruifiia : He was
at the famous battle of Narva, and many have
told me, that it was owing to that gentleman
that the whole Ruilian’ army was not cut to
pieces ; for he wifely deftroyed the roads, fo
that the victorious Charles could not pafs.
The univerfal character he bore in the Ruflian
army, by all ranks of men, joined to what I
have {aid, is, that, when he commanded the
army, he never fought a battle, but he was
victorious ; he never laid fiege to any place
that he did take.

At the fiege of Dantzick, they com-
manded by turns every week. After they
had made 1500 French prifoners, it was de-
termined in a council of war, to chaftife the
citizens for galling: the Ruflians with their ar-
tillery from the walls, during their aftion with
the French, who had taken protection under
the walls of Dantzick. The marfhals agreed
that the citizens fhould be chaftifed, but they

% differed
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differed far in the manner of attack. Coune
Muinich wanted to fcale the walls inftantly,
defpifing fuch 2 neft of burghers ; buc the
wary Count Lacy was againft this, on account
of the great lofs of men which muaft neceffari-
ly be the confequence, in fo much that he
protefted againft the council of war, and ne-
ver would command with Muinich after this.

His advice was foon verified, for, although
they {oon made themfelves mafters of the ci-
ty, it was with the lofs of 1 5,000 men. Count
Muinich, as I faid before, had loft a great
number of his beft troops before Afoph, nor
had he made the fialleft imprefiien on the ci-
ty ; for thefe reafons, the Court of Peterfburgh
ordered Count Lacy to take the command of
Muinich’s troops, and Mmmch to march a-
gainft the Pericop.

As Count Lacy was marchmg mth the ut-
moft expedition alongft the Don, efcorted on-
1y by a few Coffacks and barbarous Kalmucks,
part of the Kalmiucks ftole his horfes, giving
out that they were ftolen by a party of the Crim
Tartars.  The marfhal being in the defart,
could not procéed, fent the remaining Kal-
mucks in queft of his horfes, promifing them
their value if they were recovered.  In fhort,
his horfes were returned quite fatigued, and
the Kalmucks received their reward accord-
ing to the marthal’s promife ; but afterwards
their vﬂlany was difcovered, and they were
glad to return the money to preferve their

lives,
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lives. "When Count Lacy had taken a view
of the city, he caufed new works to be made,
and the artillery, efpecially the mortars, to be
placed, o as to reach their great powder ma-
gazine ; at fame time he ordered two large
praams to be ftationed under the walls of the
city. By this change of operations, the great=
eft powder magazine was blown up- by a
bomb, which, as was reported, deftroyed at
leaft one third of the city, upon which the
Turks delivered it up, with the cannon, mor-
tars, and ammunition remaining, but agreed
to tran{port as many Turks as chufed to go
to the Crim, with their proper effects, and
this he did with great exatnefs. Count Mu~
inich deftroyed the Pericop, fent many pri-
foners to Peterfburgh®, and thefe operations
concluded the campaign this year.

CHAP XL
The Operations of the Armies in the Year 1737~

ARLY this fummer, as General Leflie, 3
E gentlemen of Scots extraction, was,
with a {mall body of men, pafling from one
part of the Ukraine to another, he was attack-
ed by a large body of Tartars. It was faid,

* The Ruffians had a fmall fleet in the Don, ftationed to

carry provifions and ammunition to the armny under the
command of Count Lacy at Afoph.

that
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that he fent off' exprefles imniediately, to a
German, Major-General Heim, at no great
 diftance, who, had he been willing, might ca-
fily have relieved that brave man. = General
Leflie encouraged his men not to deliver
themfelves up prifoners, but die like men ;
which accordingly happened. The Tartars
got fome fpoil, but did not make one prifon-
er: Some alledged, that his fon was made
prifoner, but if fo, he was certainly mortally
wounded, for he was never heard of, and, had
he been alive, the Tartars would have prefer-
ved him for ranfom. Heim was {hot to death,
for neglect of duty. :

General Lacy marched from the Ukraing,
with an army not exceeding 40,000 regular
troops, but a confiderable body of Coflacks
and Kalmucks joined this army, pafled the
Rotten Sea, or Guiloi More, upon a bridge of
boats, beat the Turks and Tarcars where ever
they met them, returned to the Ukraine load-

ed with honour, {poils, and many prifoners*,
: - Count

- * I cannot pafs by the operations of a finall flotilla of
Ruflian boats, acting on the Palus Meotis this year. They
carried fome ammunition and provifions for the army un-
der Count Lacy’s orders, as they were returning back to A-
foph. One of them, commanded by a French gentleman,
L’Efremery, firuck upon a fand-bank. The Turks obfe:-
ved it, and cannonaded it very brifkly, being far fiom the
reft, and not protected by the army. The brave L’Efic-
mery laid trains to blow up his veflel, then he fent all Lis
men athore, to make their efcape to the reft of the fleet,
which was at fome diftance. The Turks having filenced
L’Efremery, and having obferved the men making their rev

treat
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Count Muinich marched from Kiove with
a regular army, confifting of 40,000 troops,
and many thoufands of irregulars, pafled the
Borifthenes, not far from Kiove, upon pon-
toons, and, in his march towards Otchakoff,
drove with great flaughter all his eneinies be-
fore him into the city of Otchakoff, (called in
other books Oczacow.) An admiral was or-
dered to attend this army with a fleet of
fmall craft, loaded with provifiens; but
(it was faid, through fear of a Turkifh
flect lying oppofite to Otchakoff) he did not
come up in time. The defart was covered
over with great plenty of grafs, but it was
withered and quite dried up, by the continu-
ed drought, which frequently happens in
thefe  countries, at that time of the year.
The Ruffians no fooner had arrived in the
ncighbourhood of Otchakoft, than the Tar-
tavs {et fire to the grafs in the defart. The
Rulflians were obliged, to preferve their camp,
to fet fire to the grafs round it; that the two
fires, meeting at a great diftance from the
camp, might be the lefs troublefome to the
army, and dangerous to their magazines of
-powder. The confequencc of this was, that
there was no grafs left for the cavalry, but
what grew on the banks of the river ; add to

2

treat by land, fent feveral boats to biing off the veflel s
when L’Efremery obferved the veflel full of Turks, he fet
fire to the train, and blew up his vefle], himfelf, and a goed
number of his enemies.

e ‘ this
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this misfortune, that the flotilla, with provifi-
ons for the army, was not arrived, nor could
the marfhal get the leaft account of it.

Upon this, a council of war being fummon-
ed, they were nearly unanimous to retire.
In councils of war, the youngeft conflantly
ipeaks firft, and the mar{hal gives his opinion
Ialt of all. The memorable brave General
Keith, being fecond in command, advifed
them, that it was abfolutely impollible to re-
tire, without the help of their flotilla, that if
this advice was attempted, they muft kill all
their horfes, lofe their artillery, and deftroy
their ammunition and baggage ; becaufe there
was no forage remaining ; that there was not
provifion for the army, even at fhort allow-
ance, for above {ix or feven days ; that, laft-
ly, it was his opinion, the attack of the city
fhould not be delayed, and pointed out the
manner of attacking it, offering bis fervice to
* command in the moit dangerous place, tho’,
by his being {econd in command, this offer
was irregular.

The ficld-marfhal agreed to his advice,
plan, and method : Some faid, that though
Muinich loved Keith, yet he was furely jea-
Ious of his growing greatnefs, as he was the
darling of the whole army, both regular and
irregular. From whatever motive it happen-
ed, the Count adhered to General Keith’s ad-
vice, and, in the night-time, a body of vete-
rans were lodged in an old Turkifh redoubt,

which
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xvhich Jay upon the banks of the river, and at
break of day, Gen. Keith led a body of 3 or
4000 men into the dry foffz which furround-
ed the city, which brought the greateft part
of the braveft Turks to that fide, they fearing
that the Rufhians would feale the walls imme-
diately, ‘Whilit the befieged were in the
greateft confternation, and bringing their
braveft force againft the marfhal, who had
time to play his mortars and cannon from
the proper ‘places agreed npon, and was foon
wounded in the knee with a mufquet-ball.
However, he gave orders never to leave the
attack till the city {urrendered; which, he af-
fired them, would very ioon happen, and
then was carried to the camp by f{ix grana-
diers.  About this time, as was expected, a
large body of Spahis rufhed ont of the eaft
gate, pafled by the old redoubt before menti-
oned, and attacked the Ruflian camp ; but it
was too well fortified by the chevaux de frife,
cannon, and {mall arms, for them to make
the leaft impreflicn upon it. ~ Upon this, the
regulars rufhed out, and, at the very firlt at
tack, the men formerly mentioned, lodged in
the old redoubt, made very dreadful flaugh-
ter from behind, and, about this very time, a
large bomb broke through their great maga- -
zine, which blew it up, with great part of the
city. The Spahis, being fo hotly handled, fled
with great pregipitation, and in the greateft
confufion, running the gauntlet, as they paf-

{fed
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fed by the old redoubt, the Caffocks, and o-
thers, entered the gate with them, bravely
‘maintained their poft, and kept the gate o-
pen, till greater numbers coming in, mafter-
ed it and the city. :

In public foreign papers it was faid, that
the Ruffians befieged it four days; but the
account I have given, I believe to be true, ag
I had it from gentlemen who were prefent ;
and, though the Ruflians might have been be-
fore it four days, yet, ’'m perfuaded, the city
was taken on the very fame day in which the
firlt attack was made. Be that as it will, a
very terrible maflacre enfued. The Turks
continued obftinate, and many Ruflians were
flain, which fo incenfed the victors, that, for
{ame time, they killed every living Turk they
met with, {paring neither men, women, nor
children. }

Tho’ my intention is to make my relation
very fhort, yet I cannct help mentioning two
brave actions performed by a countryman
from Aberdeen, as I was informed, whofe
name was Innes. Mr Innes, lieutenant in
the Horfe Guards, afked, and obtained leave,
from the Emprefs, to ferve under Count Mu-
inich, as a volunteer. He was riding at a
fmali diftance before the field-marfhal, butin
his view, through the ftreets of Otchakoff.
No doubt the officers were much grieved
to fee the f{foldiers {o mad, that they,
at other tiges moift obedient, would not

defift
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defift from their butchery. Innes called toa
granadier of the Guards, who was barbarouf=
ly expofing a Turkifh child, which he had
jult pierced with his bayonet, and, in a ridi-
culous manner, was bafely diverting “himfelf
with the agonies of the poor little innocent.
Innes, determined to put a ftop to fuch bar-
barity, reproved the granadier in very harfh
words : The granadier, as I faid, mad with
rage, threw the infant from him, and, for-
getting all duty, made his way to Innes, who,
far from deferting the unequal challenge, re-
ceived him, put his bayonet afide,’ (for the
fellow intended to have ftabbed him) and, at
one blow févered his head from his body 3
another foldier, with great indignation, fee~
ing how Mr Tnnes had ferved his friend,
made at him with his fcrewed bayonet alio,
but met with the very fame fate.” The field-
marfhal, being an eye witnefs of Innes’s bra-
very, greatly commended him. ~ This encou-
raged fome other officers, who foon thereaf-
ter got the' foldlcrs brought toa ienfc of then'
duty.

With no finall fatigue they had become
mafters of the whole city, except one baftion,
where fome hundreds of Janizaries had lod-
ged : They were determined to maintain that
place with the greateft obftinacy, firi ing,
and throwing granades at all the Ruilians who
went near thcm The field-marfhal, though
he had barricaded all the avenues to them, and

rendered
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rendered their efcape mlpoﬂible yet was un-
cafy, that {uch a number of delperate men fhill
held out, nor did he think that he was mafter
of the city, until they were in his power. He
therefore gave orders to bring up the artille-
ry, to deftroy them. Mr Innes pitied the
fate of fo many brave enemies : He obferved,
that the Turks only had fired at men in arms,
and the furious heat of their paflion was alfo
by this time much abated. The Turks had
a way by which they ufed to draw up their
artillery to the top of the baftion. Mr Innes
{aid to his comerades, that he would take
thefe Turks prifoners, providing the Ruflians
could be reftrained from firing upon them as
they came down, They diffuaded him from
fo dangerous an undertaking ; but he-anfiver-
ed, that he would do it, or die in the attempt,
and, fheathing his ford, he rode calmly up
to the enemy, amongft whom he elpied a
pretty youth, of about 15 or 16 years of age.

When he came near him, he alighted from his
horfe, and, taking this youth to be their com-
mander, who indeed was fo, approached him
in a refpectable, though foldier-like manner,
called out, Ne:bofs, which fignifics, Don’t
fear.  Then he put him in mind of the dan-
gerous fituation they were in, of the field-mar-
fhal’s defigns, defiving them to obferve the
hafte the Ruflians were in to bring up - their
artillery, and aflfured them, that he had ritk-
ed his own life to fave theirs; and that if

they
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they would march aleng with him, he would
pawn his life and honour, that the field-mar~
{hal, who loved, and efteemed brave men,
the’ enemies, would treat them as refpectful~
ly as they could expect, providing they bes
haved with becoming moderation. ~ This dif~ -
courfe charmed them, and accordingly they
went along with him, and laid their arms at
the field-marfhal’s feet, who carreffed the
boy, and kept him always at his own table.
Some faid, that he was the governor’s fon,
others, that he was fon of the Khan of the
Crim Tartars. ‘The boy faid, that it was the
barbarity of the Ruflians which forced them
to take the refolution of fighting to the laft
man. When every thing was quiet, and pro-
per order again eftablifhed, the marfhal re-
turned Mr Innes thanks, at the fame time,
conflicuted him leutenant-colonel of a regi-
ment of horfe, and not fatisfied with this, in
his report to the Emprefs, he did not forget
to make honourable mention of him, and that
he had granted him the higheft commiffion
which was in the power of a Ruffian field-
marfhal to beftow. By the return of the cou-
vier, the Emprefs difpatched a commiflion to
be filled up by the field-marfhal, appointing
Mr Innes colonel of dragoons.

Every thing being now accomplithed ac-
cording to Count Muinich’s wifhes, he ap-
pointed Major-general Stoffeln governor of
Oxclmkoﬁ, with 12,000 good men, and re-

turned
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turned loaded with victory, honour and riches,
It was faid, that fome of the Coffacks filled,
and carried home their caps full of gold; and,
undoubtedly, the irregulars got great booty,
but the regular troops have it not in their
power, as they dare not abfent themfelves
from their colours : Thus ended the memor-
able actions of the year 1737. '

CH AP XLIL
The Operario&: of the )!rmie; in the Year 1738

- A DMIRAL Bredal was ordered to get his

fleet of fmall craft ready early, that Count
Lacy’s operations might not be retarded for
want of provifions and ammunition.  Thig
was the reafon that the failors with their offi-
cers.made {o fhort a ftay at Taverhoff. An
order from the admiralty had been fent to
Bredal, to caufe found the bar at Afoph, to
fee if it were poffible for fhips of fome force
to get over it. . The admiral reported, that it
was impoflible to get over the bar with larger
veflels than thefe already in ufe, and ufed all
his art to perfuade the few Britith there, to
fubmit to the fame opinion ; but Capt. Ken-
zie, Lieutenants Leflie, Every, and Smallman,
were of  another opinion, protefted againft
the admiral’s plan, and fent a report of the
foundings, {ubfcribed by them all, which they
R Ty had



had carefully-taken. They alledged that it
was poflible to build veflels fit to carry 20, ox
‘even 3o guns ¢ That, if they were provided -
with a fufficient number of fuch veficls, they
Would not only be in a condition to proteck
their tranfports; but did not doubt to give a
very good account of the Turkith fleet; not-
withftanding the largencis of their thips, or
the number of theif cannon: :

Thus thefe affairs, undetermined by the
admir ally, remained when admiral Bredal re-
turned this year to Afoph ; nor had the Ruf=
fians one fhip or veflel which could carry more
than fix finall pieces, four or {ix pounders
each, which were not able to engage fhips of
70 great guns, of which the "Iurlm had a
great nuinber. This inequality of vefiels,
and difcord among the fea-officers, was the
true caufe of all the misfortunes which bcfel
them this fummer.

In fhort, a fleet, as I was inforined by offi-
cers belonging to it, was early cnough got
ready, and Lieutenant Every, an excellent
failor; was difpatched as comunander of one
of thefe little {hips, or rather covcred boatc
to bring advice to Bredal, Whether any Tur-
kifh flect was to be feen in the Palus Mezotis?
Mr Every, it feenis, perforined that piece of
fervice to the fausfa&;on of every perfon, ex-
cept the admiral, who defigning he fhould
fall into the hands of the Turks, and being
difappointed, was determined to opprefs him

3 e right
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right or wrong. He accordingly fummoned
"Ehe OmCEl'S Of tlle ﬂCCt, ﬂ.i){l, “’hf‘n_, aﬁb]n’b]cd"
let them know, that Mr Every there prelent,
had not performed his voyage according to
the meaning of his inftruc¢tions.  The admi-
ral produced a report, with day-books, fuch
as {ea-officers keep, giving an aceount of his.
failings, foundings, the bays and promonto-
ries, which Mr Every had {een in his voyage;
and laftly, that on fuch a day and. hour, he:
Every had feen, from his top-maft-head, &
Jarge fleet of Turkifly veflels,. upon which he
inftantly changed his courfe, and returned
with all diligence:  The midfhipmen, and o-
‘thers, under Every’s command, being exami-
ned, faid, that Mr Every’s books and obfer-
vations were very exact, but denied that they
‘had feen the Turkifh fleet.. Mr Every faid,.
that he had acted up to the meaning of his
inftrutions = That he had acquitted: himfelf”
-as an experienced failor, which would be pro--
wved by the fleet when they failed out : That,.
-as' the inftruétions were ‘given to him-alone,
he was not obliged to fhew them to any
under his.command, and that it would have
‘been contrary to the regulations, and to good
fenfe, {o to have done.

- He likewife plainly told the admiral, that,
“when he tock his leave of him, he Bredal en--
joined him to fpeak of the delign of his {ail-
‘ing to-none, which Bredal denied. My Eve-
ry faid, that if the admiral had intended, that

. = b any
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any number under his order.ought to- have
witnefled his havmg feen: the Turkifh ﬂcet,
he ought to have given it.as past of his in-.
ftructions; and laftly, that as he was the -prin=
€ipal commander, and intrufted with the
whole expedition, his repost and word of ho-
nour ought to gain credit. Bredal’s couil~
" <il of officers, hewever, would not blame Mr
Every ; but the proud admiral, without lofs
of time, ordered the fleet to {ail, openly de-
{piling Every’s report, giving out that he
did not believe there was any Turkifh fleet
in that fea. : ,
~ In this, however, he was decewed, and a,
finall fhare of prudence and good fenfe might
have convinced him that either the Turkith
fleet would -early pus to fea this year, or
ghat in fo maey thoufand Turks, there were
none who had power and judgment enough
to prevent the Ruflian boats from doing them
probably more mifchief than they did in the
year 1737 ; for had it net been for the;fmall
flotitla, Marfhal Lacy never could have paf-
fed his armies inte the Crim by the Guiloi
More. ~ The Ruflian flotilla failed, direting
their courfe weft towards the Crims, fleering
as near the northern fhore as they could, and
founding frequently.. They atlaft arrived at
a promontory, frem which neigbourhood My
Every bad reported that he had difcovered
the Turks. None were here- feen, and the
admiral exulted greatly.  Every faid, that Tre

had
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had no orders to advife the Turks to wait in
this place ; but that he very probab!y would

{ee them before they reached the Guiloi More.
The pr0v1dent admiral was {o very fecure,
that he ordered the flotilla to drop anchor
during the night time, in the bottom of a
deep bay about 300 verfls diftant from A-
zoph. Next morning, the weather was o
‘hazy, that they could not {ee a cable’s length
before them: About 11 o’clock A. M. the
air cleared up, which ditcovered the whole
Turkifh flees in the mouth of the bay, hem-

ming in the Ruflians. They were not idle,
their great guns reached the flotilla; and in
fhort the braveft Ruifian, that is to fay the
admiral, and a few of his elet, were firft a-
fhore, and happy were they who gained it.
I was not informed of any great lofs of men
on our fide, but I was well informed that
the Ruflians deftroyed their own fleet by fink-
ing and burning it; and in fhort, rendered e-
very thing ulelefs to the Turks. The Ruf-
fians caft an entrenchment, and mounted a
few ‘ cannon afhore; nor durft the Turks
land to attack them. A memorable incident
happened at this time, which I cannot pals
by in filence; it was this: The entrenchment
was not finifhed, when the brave admiral fent
for fome of the principal captains, acquaint- ,
ing them that he was taken very ill, and asthere
‘was no proper medicines in the defart, he
determmed to go for belp by land to Azoph,
‘ and

v
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and thercfore he would be glad that they
would accompany him.  Captain Kenzy fiat-
. ly refufed, telling him that he was refolved:
to remain, live, or bravely die with thofe un--
der his command: The admiral however
went off, drawn by oxen, ‘accompanied by
fome of his friends, and left the diftreffed
failors and a few foldiers to Brigadier Lukmc,
a far better commander.

The brigadier, having rendered every thmg
ufelefs to the Turks, decamped and took a
few {inall cannon and ammunition- with him,
drawn by the cattle: they had brought with
them for frefh provifion. The brigadier, a
Ruflian gentleman, by his good deportment,
had gained not only the efteem of the few
foldiers, but of  all the failors and their offi-
cers. - His conduét and bravery was well
known to them all, and glad they were. of
the change. They. had not travelled 100
verils, till about 10 o’clock 4. M. they {pied
a great duft in the defart, approaching to-
wards them. Lukine ordered the failors to’
take the charge of the cannon, and formed
the {mall army into what is called by them,
Battalia de Carrie, the fame, I fuppofe, which
we term hollow {quare. In this order, they
had not marched long, till they difcovered a-
bout 6ooo Turkifh horfe well appointed,
making all the hafte they could to get up to
them. The brigadier gave fhort but clear
orders, which were well oblerved.  In fhort,

the
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tlre Turks bravely advanced without order,
ing tof their cultom, when they defpife
the fmall number of enemies) to the very
paints of our bayonets: When, the fignal
being given, immediately began a regular
fire platoon-ways from the fquares, inter-
fperfed withrhand granades, whilft the finall
cannon raked them every way, fo that they
were {oon weary of this drubbing, andrede off,
rather fafter than they had approached, leay-
g fome hundred horfe in the field for nie,
which our poor men had much need of. A
very few of our men were wounded ; for
the Turks were {o foon put into confufion,
that the affair was over i about half an hour,
and indeed it is worth remarking, that one
mid(ipman only was killed by a cannon
ball, during this amphibious expedition,
After this, they proceceded to Azoph with-
out any other hindrance. No hiftory, Tam
perfuaded, can give an account of {uch an-
other military affair: An admiral, under pre-
tence of {icknefs, left his command, and ar-
rived, drawn with oxen, with a few of his
own kidney, and his failors bravely equip-
ped on horfeback!

Quid faciant leges ubi fola pecunia regnar,
Et ubi paupertas vincere nulla poteft ?

Our admiral Byng faffered death for a lefs
crime, in my opinion : But Bredal, it was
faid,
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faid, was proteétedat Iﬂnat time by the moﬂ.'
fomndablc Duke of Courland.

At ttheir arrival in Azoph., all was in nmiv
fufion: The ad.mxz I's conduct was highly
cenfured by the Britifth, who fpﬂ'kc theéi
minds too freely to the admiral’s face. The
admiral was juftly blameable by all forts af
people, but they {poke with refpect. The
Britifh were blamed only for imprudently tel-
ling the admiral that he was a coward, and
ought not to command brave men. A court-"
martial was ordered to proceed againft them,
which was compofed of the admiral’s friends,
and it 'was velolved that Captain Kenzie
and George Leflie fhould be difimiffed the
Emprefs’s fervice, and fent out of the Em-
pire without an honourable difcharge;or pafl-
port: That Lieutenants Every and Smallman
fhouldfuffer death. T had an early account.af
all thele proceedings the enfuing winter from
three fea officers, who, at the {fame time,
‘delivered me a letter from Lieutenant George
Leflie, and a pacquet of letters, in which,
‘one ‘was direted to Mr Rowndaux the Bri-
tifh refident at St Peteriburgh, another to
-Count Golovine, ene to Mr Bell of Anter-
mony, and ene to Mr George Napier mer-
chant there, peinting out -the moft unjuft
and barbarous proceedings of the admiral,
and defiring only that, by their means, the
Empre(s might be acquainted with it, fo as
Juftice mhight be done to them,

' I could
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I could do nothing without the help of
Prince Golitzin ; and therefore, without lofs of :
«ime, acquainted him: He defired that I
would not mention my having fpoken to
‘him, or to any perfon, but that he would that
very night difpatch for St \Pgterfburgh the a-
“cuteft courier in Taverhoff, and faid, that [
might take my meafures accordingly, with
great fecrecy. I fent for the courier imme-
diately ; he {aid, that at, or near Mofcow,
a party of foldiers was ftationed on purpofe
ftricily to examine all paflengers, for fear of
the plague, which raged at this time with
great devaftation in the Ukraine; and that
although it would be afcertained that Taver-
hoff was quite free, yet they certainly took
all letters from private people, and burnt
them. I put a picce of money into his
hand, and affured him that I would be more
generous when he brought me an anfiwer
that the packet was received in St Peterf-
. burgh.  He took my money, and ingenioufly
made a hole in the thick fole of his fledge, in
which he concealed the packet, and fo was
carried fafely to Peterfburgh: Upon which,
an order was difpatched to Bredal, command-
ing him to fend his prifoners to the admiral-
ty, where I fhall leave them, and proceed.

CHAP.
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CH AP XLIL ;

A continuation qf rbe Succefs of the Ruﬂ' Lan.
Army. :

N the beginning of March, a great body

of Turks and Tartars defigned to make
an eruption into the Ukraine, of which Lieu-
tenant General Count Douglafs having had
certain notice, laid wait f01 them. They,,
defpifing his {mall army, attacked him with,
their wonted fury, but were feverely drub-
bed, loft a great many thoufand men killed
on the {pot, had many pnfonprs taken, and
the Khan’s great ftandard fell into his hands.,

The next operation worth notice, is the
fiege of Otchakoff, by a body of about
80,000 Turks and Tartars: Major General
Stoffein was commander in the city ; he was
left with 12,000 regular troops laft year, by
the army under the command of Count Mui-
nich; but the plague raged-in the garnfon
with great viclence through the whole win-
ter, which had carried off upwards of 6000
men, the remaining were, many of them con-
fined to the hofp1tal and daily dying in great
numbers. He therefore, for the benefit of
frefh air, had ordered the garnlon to encamp
in the neighbourhood- of the city, except. Io
many as ncceﬁ"anly were obliged to meunt

%o Ee : guard
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guard in 2nd upon the walls. When
they were in_this deplorable fituation, fome
of his irregulars, who had been fent to {cour
the defart, brought him certain advice, that
a very confiderable army were marching
towards Otchakoff. He without delay beat
to arms, and every thing was immediately in
the beft order he could contrive. I was aflu-~
red by his {fon, and other officers, that {oldi-
ers, who could not ftand half an hour at once,
mounted the walls. In fhort, the Turkith
army befieged them vigoroufly three days
without intermiffion, to little purpofe, tho’,
had they known the deplorable condition the
garrifon was in, it is probable they would
not have given it over : They left near one
half of their army dead under the walls, which
the garrifon, (almoft exhaufted) threw intp
the Borifthenes. The plague raged with
more violence than ever, both here and in
Kinburn: This obliged the Ruflians to
deftroy thefe ftrong cities, and retire to the

Ukraine: -~ ° ‘
" The famous Donduk Ambo was the righ-
teous Prince of the Kalmucks; the Emprefs
Anne, however, placed another, by the name
of Donduk Dathee, over the Kalmucks at the
death of their laft Prince. Donduk Ambo
would not fubmit to yicld vp what he
thought his right by lineal defcent. The
greateft part of the Kalmuck nation joined
im, and being afraid to live in the defarts
. - of



of Aftrachan theu native coumry, they ﬂed
to Cuban Tartary, fitnated on the fouth
fide of the Palus Meeotis, and put themfelyes
under the protection of the Grand Slgmor,'
~ four or five years before thé war broke out.
Donduk Ambo did not like his new pro~
tettor, nor yet the Tartars of Cuban. At -
the beginning of the war, he would not af=
{ift the Turks againft the Ruffians; but les
our generals know, that, notwithflanding
what had pafled betwixt the Court of Pe-
tcrfbmgh a1d him, if the Emprefs would
pcrmu him to live in peace in Aftrachan, and
rcign over the Kalmucks, ‘he would aflift the
Rnﬁian arms with 40, or even 60,000 brave
men : This was agreed to, and prefeuts {fent
from the Emprefs to Donduk Ambo confirms
ed this agreement; amongft other prefents,.
the Empreis {tnt him two f{mall beautiful
brafs cannon cf twe or three p.oundexs, and
a fine {cymitar, with the hile of gold, richly
fet with precious ftones. . The Cuban Tar-
tars had been troublefome to him during his
{tay amongft them ; but when he departed
to the defarts .of. .Alra achan, ; they . purfued
hun, until he had _the withed for opportu«
nity of trying -the metal of his feymitar,
which he did fo effeftually, that he almof
extirpated all the fighting men in their coun-
wy, and réturned to the defarts, (after hav-
ing fent fome thonfands. of his men to the
aflitance of Marfhal Lacy j} with innumerable
herds
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herds of the Cuban cattle. I fhall give a fur-
ther account of him, and the notable ex-.
ploits of his prmce['s, who was a Circaffian
lady, and my padent, after Donduk Am-
bo’s death.

~ Field Marfhal Lacy took the field this year
with a gallant army of regulars not exceed-
ing 40,000, and many thoufands of i irregu-
lars. Let it be obferved once for all, that
whatever our news papers have {2id, and may
fay, the Ruffian regular armies never exceed
40,000 regular troops : Though in the late
Pruflian war, our news papers made them ex«
ceed that number, I never gave any credit to
their affertion, becaufe it is altogether con-
trary to their rules and cuftom. I fay, Count
Lacy proceeded  through the defart firaight
for the Pericop, as Bredal’s misfortune had
difappointed him, He had not proceeded
far when he was threatned by an army of a-
bout 120,000 Turks and Tartars. The Count
érdered the regulars to form a triangle, and
the irregulars to keep in the rear, and form
wings to the regulars: After this manner,
they prbcecded to march daily, notwithitand-
ing the enemy’s great army.

At laft, the enemy proved more obftinate
than formerly : Upon which, a party of ir-
regulars went out to- fkirmifth, who giv-
ing way, two or three regiments of dragoons
were fent to fupport them - But, ‘the enemy

dctcrmmcd this day to have 2 generzl battle,
they
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they therefore formed themfelves into the -
gure of a wedge, and thus,  the laft dmvmg
on the foremoft, drove our dragoons and irre-
gulars before them, who tal;..lncr fhelter be-
hind the army left it quite expofed. A young
nobleman, a court favourite, had not only
been lately made a colonel, but had leave to
pick out the likelieft men from the whole ar-
my: Thus he commanded the moft fightly
regiment, probably in all the armiés in Ruf~
fia.  Ambitious of glory, he had obtained
the honour to defend the angle oppofite to
the enemy; it was this regiment ‘the Turks
gallantly attacked, and quite routed by which
an open paffage was made into the center of
the army. It feems, the prudent old field~
marfhal forefecing that this might “happen,
had accordingly placed on each fide of this
infant regiment, two old- veteran- colonels,
with regiments proud of their honour. The
one was Colonel Johnfton, a Scetfman from
Kenneil. The number of fcars on his body
received in the wars of Ruflia, was an ear-
neflt that he was no coward. ‘The other, as
brave, was a ‘Ruffian; neither of them could
count fewer than ~o years of age. Thefc
two brave men joined their regiments, and
formed the angle in: the midft of the Turk-
ifh army ; their field pieces, fimall arms, grana-
des, and bayonets, making fad havock, foon
drove back thofe who were without,  whilft
thcie who had broken into the heart of the

army
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army could get out no where ; but, afrer a
terrible maflacre, were foreed to throw down
their arms, and beg their lives upon their
kneces.

Colonel Johnfton affured me, that 15,000

prifoners were taken, fhackled, and fent to
Rufi;a immediately, and it was almoft i impof-
fible to number the dead, but that he beliey-
ed 15,000 more had been killed. Next
day, the ficld-marfhal, before the whole ar-
my, returned thanks to thefe colonels and
their regiments, acknowlcdging, that, had
it not been for their experience and brave-
ry, the whole army would have been in the
utmoft danger, Old Johnfton, with a fol-
dierslike refolution, advifed the marfhal, to
order his young unexperienced officers, for
the future, to be cafed up amengft the bag-
gage ;. ~which, it 15 I'aid hc did not tal;c a-
mifs.

- Next day, the army marched towards the
Pencop, but could not fee the enemy all that
. day, ,Two days afier this, the Turks appear-
ed at a diftance, and encamped at night
within .14 verfts of our army. Thus they
continued to march, till they were within two
days march of the Pericop. , After the Ruf-
fian army was encamped, and every thing in
qmemefs, the marfhal caufed all the dragcons
mount their horfes, and leave all their incum-’
brance, with the greateft fecrecy, and each of
them totake a foot foldier behind him. He

ordered,
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ordered, at the break of day, on a ﬁgnal gi=

ven from the army, an attack to be made up-
on the Turks all at once, on three different
fides of their army, at which time he would
be ready to fupport them with the whole ars
my, and inftantly {fend off the irregulars to
their afliftance. ~ Every thing was done ac-
cording to orders, with the greateft exacinefs;
the Turks and Tartars were - totally routed,
leaving every thing to the conquerors ; many
were taken prifoners, nor did the Ruffians e-
ver f{ee them afterwards, till they arrived at
the Pericop.

The following account of Count Lacy’s ac-
tions at, and after taking Pericop, I had from
John Baptift, a Capuchine Friar, the mar-
{thal’s father confeffor, and I believe it to be
true : He {aid, that, three days before the
Ruflians arrived at Pericop, it had conftantly
blown a perfeét hurricane from the weft:
That, when the camp was formed, and, as
foon as night came on, he privately fent for
his priefts to adminifter the facrament to him,
a cuftom he always ufed before he attempted
any great acion ; that done, with a chearful-
nefs very natural to him, he ordered a glafs
of wine for the priefts, and recommended
them to take their reft. He then inflantly
caufed a few of his beft troops to get ready,
and wait his orders ; at the {fame time he or~
dered many pieces of cannen to play againit

Pericop,
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Pericop, and 2ll the drums and mufic in the
army to make as much noife as poffible.

He then mounted his horfe, and rode off
with the cavalry formerly mentioned, ftraighe
to the gut of water on the eaft end of Peri-
cop, part of that called Guiloi More, and
went quite through it, on a hard bottom, nor
was it deep. (The Turks had before this gi-
ven out, that it was bottomlefs, which gained
fo much credit, that the Rufflians never had
attempted to pafs it till that night.) The
field-marthal finding the bottom hard, return-
ed, ordered all the regular army to be got
ready, -except I2,000 men, with the irregu-
lars, drums, and mufic, which he left with
orders not to move from their camp, nor
Jeave off firing and making every other pof-
fible alarm, during the darknefs of the night.
In the meantime, the marthal was f{o diligent,
that he.fafely marched the army and artiilery
through that water, without the enemy’s ha-
ving the leaft fufpicion of it; further, that
the terrible fire from three batteries (which he
had made in fuch hurry in the night-time, a-
gainft the fouth and weakeft {ide of the Peri-
cop) carried the firft news of the Ruflian ar-
my’s being there.  Notwithftanding the great
furprife the Turks were in, they held out
till noon, when their walls being demolifhed,
-and the Ruflians making ready for a general
aflault, they furrendered themfelves priloners
of war, and that very afternoon were thack-

led,
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led, pinioned, and fent off to Ruffia. * - After
this, the Count marched through all the low
country, binnt Bacciefiray, called by the Ruf-
fians Buchfhezeray, and Caffa, with many o-
ther towns of finaller note ; blew up the Pe-
ricop, and returned loaded with fpoils, prr-
{oners and honour, and a very great number
of fine brafs and other cannon. I faw fome of
them with the Imperial arms of Germany up-
on them.

Thus the Pericop was taken, with the lofs
of very few men, by the experience and wif-
dom of one man, which had formerly coft the
‘Ruflians, each time they attempted it, -many
thoufand brave men ; add to this, that atthis
time the northern walls of Pericop were much
more regular and ftrong, than evef they had
been before the fiege.

C: oA P SSREV,

A Continuation of the Sztc‘ceﬁ of the. Ruffian
Arms.

: OUNT Muinich marched his army thro”
C the defarts bordering upon Poland, _
from the Borifthenes to the river Niefter, not-
withftanding armies of Turks and Tartars,
triple his number, and all their diligence to
“obftru¢t his march daily. He was five times
'ﬂ*tqcked in formed batdes, and beat them each
' i g time,
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time, with no great lofs on his fide, but with
terrible havock of his enemics.

It was late in the year before he could gain
the banks of the Niefter, and, when there, he
would have ritked much, to have, at that
time, attempted to force a paflage, fo far
from help, had he not fucceeded 3 therefore
he returned through the fouthern provinces
-of Poland, loaded with honour.  There are a
kind of Coflacks, which the Ruflians call Za-
porogs ; they inhabit iflands in the river Do-
ritthenes, amongft. the falls, which makes it
extremely hazardous for any enemy to attack
them. They are a nelt of robbers, and fome-
times were under the protection of the Turks,
but now are under the Ruflian government.
Thele are nothing like the Ukraine Ceflacks.
They have no wives, nor allow of any wo-
men in their iflands, but have plenty on
the banks of the rivers. They compare them-
{clves to the Knights of Malta, by being con-
ftantly at war with the Turks and Tartars ;
that is to fay, they live by rapine, tho’ pro-
fefling the Chriftian religion, and therefore.
have a pricft or two, are the deferters, villai-
nouws {cum, and outlaws of ail the neighbour-
ing nations. They have laws among them-
felves, and {tbmit to a kind of magiftracy,
but what thefe laws are, I prefume few know;
and indeed it is probable, they are fo volatile,
that there can no truft be put in them, their
principal glory and profeflion being to de-
{lroy
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ftroy mankind. It is true, they feldom are
taken prifoners, becaufe they neither take nor
give quarter, and, 'n told, that they take
fome fuch oath, before they can be admitted
into the community, for they have every
thing in cominon.

The moft daring and barbarous among{t
them are called Bufroa;eers, which is 2 title
all the Tartar nations give to heross.

They pretend to fight only agzinft the
Turks ; but I fhrewdly fulpect, t’hat they.
make inroads into Poland, at fuch times af-
fuming the name of Hajrdméks," whofe abo-
minable cruelties we frequently are made ac-
quainted with in the news-papers. They form
a good barrier betwixt the Tartars inhabiting
the wefl of the Borifthenes and the Ukraine ;
for if their flocks or herds come within their
reach, they commonly kill the people ‘who
feed them, drive of the cattle, and f&ll them
to the Polifh, Ruflian, or Ukraine borderers.

Complaints had been bronght laft year, to
Count Muinich, that {fundry inroads had been
made by fome of his irregulars into the fouth-
crn provinces of Pohnd wherefore, this
year, when the whole army was affembled on
the weftern banks of the Borifthenes, before
they began to march, the count ordered pro-
clamation to be made, that whoever made a-
ny inroads into the Lmrrdom of Poland, fhould
be purithed with c...ath.

: '_Though
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Though none could plead ignorance of
thefe orders, yct the army had {carcely march-
ed four days, when complaints, well authori-
{ed by one of the Polifh voivades, were recei-
ved, declaring, that a fmall number of Zapo-
rogi had burnt two or three villages to the
ground, murdered many of the inhabitants,
and carried off all their, cattle.

The field-marfhal immediately made firict
enquiry into this affair, and found it clearly
proved, that two of the Zaporogi chiet Bug-
gateers were guilty, whom he ordered inftant-
ly to be hanged, little regarding the moit
{erious follicitations which their friends made
to {pare their lives, who, at the fame time, of-
fered the count an immenfe fum of money,
if he wonld, but for this once, {pare them.
This year they had fent 6ooo men to the af-
fiftance of the Ruflians, but fii ding that they
would be allowed only to act ag ainft the ene-
my, they, in a few days afier this execution,
withdrew, and retired to their iflands.

CHAP. XLVL

Concerning the Suc;:'q/} of the, _Ruﬂfarz Arius in
the Year 1739.

AST year the Crim Tartars had been fo
feverely handled by Count Lacy, that
they made no eruptions into the Ukraine this
winter,
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wiater, and indeed I believe the greateft num-
ber of men able to-bear arms, were éither kil-
led in battle, or made prifoners. = However,
the Turks fupplied them with all' the help
they could fpare during the winter feafon ;
for they had great reafon to fear; that the Ruf~
fians -would conquer the: yghole Crim or Cri-
mea, which, if they had dene, would have
proved moft dangerous to the Turkih em-
pire : For, if ever the Ruffians can mafter Je-
nicala and Taman, which command the ifth-
mus leading into the Palus Meeotis, they will
effettually protet a fafe navigation thro’ that
fea ; and if their fleet {hould prove fuperior to
that of the Turks, :nothing can hinder their
failing to Conftantinople. This I take to be
one reafon why the Turks are {o much afraid
of the Ruffians having a fleet on thefe feas,
and that they conftantly deny them this liber-
ty, by making it one of the principal a’rticles
of peace.

Donduk Ambo began early to fill the Cu-
ban country with dreadful devaftations ; not
contented with their herds and flocks, he kill-
ed or took prifoners all the Cubans who were
found in arms ; but, tho’ the Ukrainc was,
by the fuperior talents and care of our victori-
ous generals, fecured from the inroads ef the
enemy, the plague made great havock, which
{hall be taken notice of in its proper place.
This was the caule of our marfhal’s leading
out their armies fooner than formerly ; and

tho’
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tho’ they could not march till the fhow was
gone, and the defarts covered with grafs, they

encamped far from inhabited places.
~ Count Lacy marched about the beginning
of June, as formerly : He foon made hinfelf
mafter of Pericop, and marched to the fouth-
ern parts of the Crim ; but, though he met
with no confiderable force to ebftruct his o-
rations, he could proceed no further, be-
caufe Bredal (either from the confufion his
whole command was in, or from the fright
he was put into laft year, or from the want
of fufficient veflels) was not in condition to
bring either ammunition or provifions for the
army, and the Crim Tartars fo effeCtually
concealed their grain, that none could be got
fufficient to maintainn one regiment, tho’ they
got fome cattle, Add to this, that, though,
as I faid before, the Tartars and Turks durt
not give battle, yet in narrow defiles they gal-
led our army from the heights, where neither
the dragoons nor irregulars could purfue
them. * However, he caufed burn the towns
" and ‘cities to' the ground, in the ceuntries
through which he paffed, that the enemy
might have other employment, during’ the
winter, than making inroads into the Ukraine.
When he had diftreffed their country as much
as poflible, he returned early into the Uk-
raine, but two or three regiments had con-
tracted the plague, and were therefore obli-
- g, kA , ged
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ged to encamp in the defart nll-tbeyr rboovm
ed, which was not till la.ﬁe in Wmter,e A

CCHA P XLVIL

A Continvation of the Sziccéﬁ of the Ruffian
Arss under the Orders of Count Muinich.

THE fblI_q_w_ing narration I had from gen-
tlemen in the army, who were eye-wit-
neiles of whatever happened. . Upon the s5th
or 6th of June,. the count marched ‘with his
victorious army, well apppointed, ftraight to
Chotzim, commonly called Choczim, without
meetiag with any thing' very extraordinary.
He carried with him a good train of artillery,
befides field-pieces, and arrived on the banks
of the river Knifkoflke about the zoth inft.
in the march two accidents happened, which,
altho’ thiey leem may trifling to fome, may be
agreeable to others, and therefore 1 fhall re~
late them.

A hcau:nant-gencral was loft in the defart,
nor could any notice be got of him during
the march of the army to Chotzim. - The o-
ther was Captain Gray, born in Pruflia of
Englifh parents, a good officer, and an excel-
lent engineer. The ficld-marfhal ordered him
to give directions for placing pontoons over
the rivers, and regulating the tranfportation
of the battering cannon, great mertars, and

other
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vther heavy carriages.  This captain was iny
very great friendfhip with a French gente-
man, whofe name I have forgot. The French
captain was extremely good natured, lively,
and gave himfelf very little trouble to think
of weighty matters, or to forefec what misfor-
tunes might happen by the lofs of'a little time,
even when engaged in the moft ferious af-
fairs. At the time when Mr Gray was bring-
ing down a large piece of cannon from a
{teep bank, which, if not managed with great
{kill, would not only have killed many of the
horfes, but might either have run into the ri-
verand be loft, or probably deftroy the pon-
toons, upon which, - fuppofe, the fafety of
the army did not a little depend.  Be that as
it will, when Captain Gray was in' the greateft
anxiety about the fafety of the cannon, his
friend, the Frenchman, addreffed him with
- troublefome importunity about trifling affairs.
Gray, after he had onee or twice defired him
to defift for that time, at laft, in a pafiion, ut-
tered fome words in German, rather harfh,
and‘ths Frenchman not knowing the mean-
ing of them, afked fome other of his acquain-
‘tances, who, in a ludicrous manner, informed
him.  After the ortillery was carried fafely
‘over, and the army in march, the Frenchman
challenged Gray to give him {atisiaction.
As nothing elfe would do, they retired pri-
vately into a neighbouring wood, and there
fatisfied themfelves by wounding each other.

Nong



None, of their Wounds proved mortal but the
an*qety of the one for the fafety of the other,
was the caufe of a confultation of furcreons’,
and thus it became public. ELey
The premier major of their rchment was
an old unpolifhed Ruflian. He carried a re-
port of the affair to all his {fuperiors, at laft
to Count Muinich, comphmmcr that two of-
ficers had afed againft the regulations ; that,
according to his daty, he had complained of -
it to all his f'upcriors, from his lieutenant-co-
Tonel upwards regularly to his Excelle 0y,
and demanded, that, without lois of time,.
this affair might be enquired into by a court-
martial. - The marfhal defired the major to
defift from fuch profecution, which the ma ;or
flatly refufed, for many reafons. ~ Upon this,
the marfhal kept the report, and difmiffed
him, without letting him know what he in-
tended to dos  The count next fent for the
officers, examined them him{elf, and defired,.
that they would, ‘without reflraint, tell hun
the wuth, T} hey did fo, but with this re-.
markable difference, that each cncfeavoured
to periuade the marthal, that he omy was_
gmitv, and that his antagonift was innocent. .
The marfhal foon learned how the affair ftood,
'1“.1111<:L! their fentiments of honour, and ye-
commended them to moderate their paffion
for the future, thinking a few hours before
they came to extremes ; and then - difipiffed
bem in 2 moft affeClionate manner,
: Gg Nex
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Néxt morning early, their major and they
were fent for to the count’s tent. They had
tiot waited long when he appeared, and deli-
vered a commiflion to each of the captains,.
donfhtutmtr them majors for their honourable
fervices, and then ke gave the major an order
to proceed from tlie army to Oranburgh, witly
exprefics to its governor ; and that asthe was
not young, he thould there officiate as a garii-
fon-major, till further orders. This was a bitter
doi®, but death would have followed difobedi-

* énce. Thusthis wrong-headed man, by his fool-
fh obftinacy, was obliged inftantly to march a-
Ione through many defarts, moft of them in-
fefted with the enemy, to the diftance of near
3000 thiles, and become a' garrifon-major,
and probably with the hopes’ of no fudden

advancement.

During this march, we were frequently
in view of the enemy, who were triple our
number ; but, having been defeated five diffe-
¥ént times laft year, with great flaughter on
their fide, and a very inconfiderable lofs on:
ours, it feemed that they now defigned to rifk
all in a decifive battle near Chotzim; and, not-
withftanding their great lofs laft year, they
feemed to be certain, that, without great dif-
ficulty, they would extirpate this galhnt ar-
my, which had beaten them fo frequently ; for
they drew up all their forces on the other fide
the river Niefler, and gave the Rufflans no
molﬁauon whatever, though they knew that’

the
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the Ruffians intended to befiege the firong
fortrels of Chotzim, from which place they.
were diftant m,Iy about fix verfts. The count,
cincamped in a very low ground, having the
Tuarkith army en the top of a high groand in
front, and another army of Crim Nogas, and
other Tartars, confifting of at leaft 100,009
men, on 2 hill to our luu.. The Turkith: ar=
my, it Was faid by wmany, confifted of 20,009
Janizaries, and 60 or 70,000 Spehis. The
Ruflians took the pontoons ﬁ01n the river,
and brought them among the baggage. -At
midnight, the mar(hal fent off, with the great-
eft fecrecy, 500 of our beft granadiers, under
the command of chofen captaips, to a gulleg
in the hill,: to the left of the Twkifh army,
with orders to ly concealed, 6l a fignal, by
throwing up a rocket, {bould warn them to
alt :ccmd ng to the orders tnm’ had received.
Next morning the Ruflians were 2ll in a fhir,
and, after prayers 5, they marched with. theig
field-pieces, and {ome iinall mortars, chiefly
drawn by men ; for the hill in fome places
rendered the horfes ufelefs.  Thus they dis
rected their march towards the right, and ad-
vanced till the marfhal imagined Lhe Turkifh
cannon might hure them. Tuc Turks, not
oubting that the Ruffians intended to gain
hf: top of the hill there, h 1d affembled all
their ]amzar;ea and beft troops ;. but they
were foon undeceived, when they faw them
fudacn;;/ mas cch with great diligence jmmedi-
‘ atclf
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ately under the top of tbe thl to the left, tos
wards the place where the granadiers were
concealed.  This unexpedted movement put
them into great dilorder ; for they not only
had expected them to mount the hill, on the
fore-mentioned place, with their beft troops,
but had pointed their Jargeft cannon that way,
which were placed on carriages without
wheels, {o that they were rendered almoft ufe-
lefs on this eccafion. Add to this, that the
Turkith camp was open near to where the
granadiers were placed, that their hor{e might
readily march out and in as need required. In
their hurry they advanced to the very place
_ where the granadiers were, and then the fig-
nal was given, when they played their part
{o well, that our field-picces and mortars gain-
ed the top of the hill ; with thefe the Turkifh
cannon were immediately deferted,and indeed
proved of no manner of ufe to them during
the action.
~ Now,; every where among the Turks there
was nothing but death and conﬁﬂ’ on ; their
camp was {et on fire in various places; our
canuon, {mall arms, and granades, made fad
havock in front, whilft the bombs were burn-
ing and burfting in their camp and rear.
A,fler they had Tott three-fourths of their
Janizaries, they fled in fuch confufion,
that none entered Chotzim. The Tartars
made fome feeble attempts upon our camp,
but 1 mever came up in tme to help the Turks;
and,
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and, it was faid, they advifed them to throw
every heavy thing away, alledging, that our
irregulars, who were quite freth, “would foon
be with them : Whether the Turks followed
their advice, is uncertain, but it is certainy
that they threw much away, fome of which '
our troops got, but their own Tartars got
much more.

One anecdote is very remarkable. The
priett of a 1{.giment got on horfeback, with a
large brafs crofs in hIS hand, and rode with

the £ foremoft of the foldiers, encouraging them

to follow the crofs, affuring them, that no
hurt could happen to them who did fo, It is
certain, that this prieft was not wounded ; and
it is as certain,. that he was nobly rewarded
by the Emprefs ; though it is no lefs evident,
that thefe gallant troops needed no fuch en-
couragement. It is alfo very dubjous, whe-
ther many very learned men would venture,
fo implicitly, as to truft to the {fingular favour
of heaven,amidft the found of fo many thou-~
fand and thundering meffengers of death?

CHAP,
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CHAP XLV

A cotinaation of the Succefs of the Ruff :fficx
- Arms, under the Cominand of Count Mous-

7i¢he

HE wictorious army had pow little elfe
to do, but to march to Chotzim, and
demand the gates to be opened : They did.
{o : The ferafkier indeed required fome hours
-to deliberate, and confult with his friends,
nha; was fafe and honougable to be done,
However, the anfwer Count Muinich return-
ed was dxfagreeablc and determined, wviz.
“ You fhall yourfcif bring the keys in half an
hour ; if you exceed that time, not oue of
the garrifon fhall efcape death.” Thus {poke
Count Muinich! and at fame time ordered
the artillery to be brought forward in ail hafte.
However, he needed not have been in fach a
hury, f;or the Turks had great realon to
know him well,’and did not doubt the vers-
city of his threats : Therefore the fcrafkier,
without delay, offered up the keys, with the
whole garrifon at his chk who, with the reft
of their countrymen and foldiers, were im-
mediately fhackied and fent off to Kiove, un-
der the orders of Licutenant-general Byron.
- In_this city of Chotzim, it was faid, great
trealures were got ; and warlike ammunition
of



of all forts, were f'ound in the’ grcateft ab‘u
daice, and no lefs than 3oo brafs” Cannon:
mounted, befides other picces. I have be Ii
tikewife informed, that here they found their
Iiemenant-gen61‘al whofe name I ﬂxa’l nog
mention, left it fhould difoblige a” good anti-
ent Ruflian family. The géneral, no doubt,
was glad to be reftored, as he thought, to his
llbt‘l'ty, congratlated the victoriots nmr{b:ﬂ
and returned him thanks for being the infiru-
ment of his relief : But this fevere difciplina-
rian anfwered him, that, aceording to the re-
gulations of war, he ought to have taken bet-
ter care of himfelf than he had done, and not
have expofed fo refpetable a charalter as
4 lieutenant-general to be taken prifonér
fuch a manner. He put him in mind, that he
ought not to have gone to reconnoitre the e-
nemy, without a eertain refpectable. number
of cholen troops, to protett him from falling’
into their hands. .
Theretore the marfkal remanded him back
to prifon, dll a court-martial fhould deter-
mine his fate, which was inftantly ordered to'
fit. By their fentence, agreeable to the Ruf-
fian articles of war, it was determmined, he had
forfeited all his military honour, and therefore
he was declared a dragoon, till the Emprefs’s’
pleafire thould be known. The fentence
was juft, and agrecable to the articles of war,
therefore no favour could be granted; none
was afked, {fubmiflion took place, and he was
A obliged
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obliged inftantly to ofliciate as other dra-
goons, though he was a gentleman of large
pofleilions, and one of the principal reprefen-
tatives of a very antient family in Ruffia. All
the favour he alked of the count was, that he
might have liberty to have his unfortunate
ftate reprefented, without lofs of time, to the
Court. This was granted, and he difpatched
one of his trufty fervants to St Peterfburgh in
Auguft, at which time this affair happened.
I faw him enter Veronits with 40 or 50 at-
tendants, in November following, in Lis way
to St Peterfburgh, tho’ only a dragoon.
_ The foldiers upon duty at the gates of the
city paid him no refpect, which indeed was
right, and agrecable to the articles of war ;
but I was grieved to hear them fay, that now,
notwithftanding his great riches, he was only
their brother, viz. a dragoon. However, he
did not long remain in this fation, for he
was {oon appointed governor of the kingdom
of Kazan. . .
- Having thus got poffeffion of this firong
place, Wallachia and Moldavia having no
troops to defend them, were at the mercy of
the count ; but the greateft part of the inha-
bitants, being Chriftians of the Greek profef-
fion, needed no compulfion. They were told,
and no doubt believed, that, at laft, the Ruf-
fians were come to free all the Chrittians in
Greece from the heavy Turkith yoke. 'Thus
the field-marfhal made an caly conqueft 2s far
as

e
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as the banks of the Danube. Some of our
news-papers {aid, that he conquered Bender,
but this is a miftake, as he never pointed that
way, well knowing, that if the war went on,
he, next {fummer, could fix himfelf fo firmly
in thefe provinces, that all the different peo-
ple on the eaft would {ubmit, without great
trouble. It was confidently reported, and I
believe it to be true, that Count Muinich defi-
red only 20,000 regular troops to be added
to thele he already commanded, early in the
fummer 1740, and that he made no doubt
of putting her Majefty in pofieflion of Con-
ftantinople ; but all thefe grand fechemes and
expectations fuddenly dropped, by an order
from Peterfburgh, giving an account that the
Emperor of Germany had made peace with
the Turks, and that the Ruflians had aceceded.-
. to the fame, and therefore requiring that the
count {hould evacuate all that country, and
return into Ruffia with all diligence. .

He vifited the capital of \Vallaclna, and car=
ried off all the cannon. In Chotzim, Jaffy,
the Turkilli camp; and on the road, they got
no fewer than 8oo cannon, befides mortars,
&oc. Thele were all brought to Chetzim ;
but, when the count received the above men-
tioned order, he was at alois what to do with
{o many brafs cannon. He at laft determined
to {ell them to Jewifh merchants from Poland,
and was content to take at the rate of 1%d.

H h : per
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per lib. only the Jews were obliged to get
them broken at their own expence.

- Thus this war ended, it feems, to the mu-
ural fatisfaction of both nations, but to both
their great lofs ; for altho” the Ruffians were
every where victorious, and had conque-
red Wallachia, Moldavia, and all the countries
lying betwixt them and the Borifthenes; the?
they every fummer gave laws to the Crim,
and kept or deftroyed many of their firong
places, while their diftrefied inhabitants were
glad to fly to the mountains; tho’ they had al-
moft totally extirpated the inhabitants of Cu-
ban, taken and deftroyed Afoph, Pericop, Ot-
chakoff, Chotziin, and many other cities; and
Jaftly, tho’ they had defeated the Turkifh ar-
mies at all times, with incredible flaughter,
and had fent into Ruffia innumerable thou-
fands of prifoners, and brought home very
great riches ; yet, by the peace, moft of their
conquefls were given up.

~ If now we balance their loffes, we may
have a juflt idea of the truth of what T faid
above. By the peace they got fome more
defart to the weft of the river Borifthenes and
fouth of Poland, than they had formerly.
Reafon, however, fhows this acquifition to
be of no value to the Ruflians, who already
have, in their own Empire, more uninhabit-
ed country, than, moderately fpeaking, the
one half of Europe. - The next and only ad-
vantage they got, was to deftroy Afoph, and
render it a defart ; but then all commerce be-

twixt

-
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twixt the two emplres muft be tranfported in
Turkith veflels, It is true, that the Ruffiang
have nothing to hinder them (if another- war’
fhould happen) from marehing direcily lntq
Cuban.

Tho? the Ruffians did not lofe many men
in battle, yet it cannot be denied, that they
loft great numbers by fatigue, want of water,
travelling thro’ thefe {corching defarts, and
by the plague. Tho’ all care was taken to
keep thefe loffes fecret, yet I fhall give one
reafon wiy I fay {fo: The armies ating on
the Ukraine and againft the Turks, I com-
pute not to have exceeded 120,000 men in
all. In the year 1738 thefe armies were re-
cruited with: 50,000 men, and in the year
1739 with 100,000 men ; add to thefe, the
devaftation made by the plague in the Uk~
raine. 1 do net pretend to affert any num-
ber. I fhall only inftance Paveloffke, and a
large village, diftant from it 20 verfls. In
the former, I was credibly informed, that no
lefs than 50,000 people died, and in the lat-
ter, which was only 10 verfls diftant from I-
korits, where Prince Golitzin commanded
30,000 men for building veflels; I was aflu-
red, that the plague carried off at lealt 20,000
men : But how inconfiderable are thefe two
towns in comparifon of the whole Ukraine ?
In the year 1739, Dr Miniatty, who was ex-
prefsly fent to the Ukraine, to give neceflary
(.‘J' eftiens about this 1ormxdable difeafe, and

infpedt
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infpect every fufpected place, made the num-
ber of dead {0 ingredible, thac I fhall-not re-
peat what he faid, although he was a man of
great veracity and honour. ~ Add to this, that
what he {aid was in confidence thar I {hould
not {peak of it to his prejudice, which now |
do not, becaufe he is dead. .
At prefent the Ruflians have it not in their
power to act againft the Turks by fea, be-
caufe the bar at Afoph is not deep enough to
float large fhips, which was the reafon that
Peter the Great was at fo much expence, after
he had de¢molifhed Afoph, in building Tagen-
rook. He was afterwards obliged to reftore
Afoph, and fill up, and otherways render ufe-
lefs the fine new made harbour Tagenrook,
by the fatal agreement at Pruth. When a
new war fhall happen betwixt them, I have
{fome reafon to believe, that the Ruflians will
apply all their power and {kill to conquer the
two fides of the ifthmus leading from the Pa-
lus Meeotis into the Black Sea. If ever they
{hould become mafters of this, then Conftan.
tinople will be in imminent danger, and, I
imagine, the Crim will inftanty beg to be
their tributaries, becaule they can be in no
{afety otherways. :
If the Ruflians fhould ever get pofleffion of
that ifthmus, they can bring to it fhips of as
great burthen as any in Europe. They have
{uch great plenty of timber growing on the
‘banks of the Don, that they might build

10,000
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10,000 fhips of the greateft force ; and, if
they have good officers, the natives make ex-
cellent failors ; and, where money is, officers
will not be long a-wanting. Then they may
command commerce at the walls of Conftan-
tinople, and if that thould ever happen, how
far it might prove beneficial to Ruffia, and
fafe to our Levant company to carry their
Turky trade that way, I am not politician e-
nough to determine ; but one thing I am cer-
tain of, and that is, that there feems to be no
danger from puates in'the Baltick; that the
expence of carriage, if rightly managed, be-
twixt Peterfburgh and Taverhoff, will be ve-
ry {mall, and from thence, by the Don to A-
{oph in barks, can be but trifling. Morec-
ver, the Ruflians know their intereft too well,
ever to be againft a projelt, which would un-
doubtedly be of advantage to them in many
refpets. The obfervations I have here made
may amufe, but cannot greatly difob-
lige the reader. Schemes, every way more
extraordinary, have been projected, and,
when all difadvantages have been fully un-
derftood and known, have yet proved of fin-
gular utility to our country. -

The Ruflians can build no veflels of force
upon the Dnieper or Borifthenes ; becaufe it
would be quite impoflible to tranfport them
through the cataracts where the Zaporogi
live, and they have neither woods nor inha-

~ bitants
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bitants on either fide of the river, betwixe
thefe cataracts and the Black fea.

Concerning the narure of the climate, and dif+
eafes properly endemical, with the Author’s
opinion of the canfes.

O make this chapter the lefs difagree-
able to my readers of all kinds,
I acquaint them, that I fhall enter no far-
ther upon this fubject, than only fuperfi-
cially to touch upon what is propofed above,
that it may be of fome ufe both to people e-
ducated in the medical profeflion, and alfo to
thofe who may travel into thofe parts.
About the middle of March, the weather
svas temperate, and continued fo till May,
when the heat increafed confiderably;and June
began with rain. July was more ferene, fel-
dom any fhowers, but exceflively hot, the
heat and drought inereafed till the latter end
of Auguft: After that, the air was gradually
colder with rain till the month of O¢tober, or
beginning of November, when froft fets in.
Let it be obferved about the evenings, after
the fun was {et, thick flinking fogs arofe from
the morafs and woods conftantly through the
whole {fummer : ‘After- the high waters pro-
ceeding from the melted fnow and ice were

- quite
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quite gone, and the waters were confined
within their own proper banks, and as the
heat came on, a thick feum appeared on the
ftagnating waters only, and increafed widh
the heat and length of the fummer: in Aus
guft [ meafured them, and, in waters fur-
rounded with trees, I found them to meafure
four or five inches decp. Add to this, that
in very hot calm weather, they produced a
very difagreeable ftinking fmell. In March,
the fnow had no fooner difappeared than a
thoufand deélightful beauties arofe out of the
defart, but the morafles and low grounds were
covered with waters till the middle of May
0. S. then indeed, they appeared like a very
rich garden, exhibiting to our fight and {imell
abundance of different flowers. Here the lily
of the valley grows in fuch abundance, that
I queftion if all the gardens in Britain can pro-
duce fo many as one fquare mile of Taver-
hoff morafs. They produce, as I faid be-
fore, many other ufeful and pleafant vege-
tables ; in the day time, one is charmed with
the pleafant notes of finging birds, fuch as
blackbirds, thruthes, larks, &c. in the night,
the nightingales have frequently diverted me
from fleep. June produces great flocks of
water-fowl ; the ead of July produces fruits,
fuch as water-melons; a variety of different
melons, ¢»¢c. but as no gentlemen live here
conftantly, there are none of our Euro-
pean froits cultivated.  Satisfied with a
‘ few



248 VOYAGES axpD

few flowers and pot-herbs, during the
fhort time, they wifh to refide in {o very un-
healthy a climate ; health is only wanted to
make Taverhoff one of the moft delightful
places in the world.
. Endemical difeafes, the two years T refid-
ed here, did not make their appearance till
the beginning of July, at which time, inter-
mittent, remittent, flow fevers were very rife,
and increafed till near the end of this month,
when they decreafed till the latter end of Au-
guft, and the remittent, flow fevers difap-
peared: But the regular intermittent fevers
were more obftinate than before this, and
fluxes of all kinds accompanied them till the
beginning of Oftober, when, as the winter
drew on, they difappeard, and gave place
to pleurifies, peripneumonies and inflamma-
tory difeafes of all kinds, which alfo difap-,
peared when the froft was continual, and the
waters were frozen over. Above, I have only
fpoken of thefe difeafes which make their ap-
pearances near a fixed time of the year,
which I obferved, and noted down the very
dates two years fucceffively.. I was alfo in-
formed, that they always raged, whether in
time of war or peace, much in the fame way,
but proved more obflinate and fatal to ftran-
gers than to inhabitants. In the hot months,
malignant, putrid, petechial, eryfipelatous
fevers made their appearances in the moft
formidable manner, during the two years I
was
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was there : But at the fame time, I was in-.
formed that they nen:her appeared with fuch
violent rapidity, nor in fuch numbers in time
of peace: Therefore, I do not rank them
with the former, but they put on, in the
1739, fuch horrid appearances. that' I was
uncertain if we were quite free of the plague,

as will prefently appear.

In the year 1739, Mr Rofen the furgeon
of the hofpital, (Mr Bourman being dcad)
fent for me to vifit the hofpital. At my arri-
val, he told me a patient was brought from I-
korits with very uncommon {ymptoms, and
therefore, he had fent for me to. confult what
was to be done, and how we were to. act.
‘This patient, a failor, was carried into the
ward. where malignant putrid fevers were
taken care of. Hc had been fick the third
day, was covered all over with fmall black
petechie, and his tongue and mouth, as
far as we could obferve, with a . thick
black for: his pulfe was fcarcely fometimes
to be obferved, at other times very urregu-
lar, with a fubfultus tendinum. He had loft all
fenfes what{oever ; his eyes were inflamed,
but appeared rather of a livid than a red co-
lour. He pafled urine and excrements with-
out any perception. At Ikorits, he had been
blooded, vomited, and his back, arms, and
legs were bliftered, of which he had no man-
ner of feeling. - As the plague raged with
great violence in Pavelofske and the foremen-

Ii tioned
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tioned village, I fcrupled not, though I had
never feen that difeafe, to pronounce it to
be the plague: The fick man, and every thing
belonging to him, was carried inte a Tittle
ward, where maniacs had been formerly
kept, now vacant: And as the weather was
extremely warm and no wind, T erdered the
windows of the fick wards to be kept open
through the day, and the floors and bed-
cloaths of the fick to be fprinkled frequently
with vinegar, and alfo morning and even-
ing, and the wards univerfally to be well fumi-
gated with fragrant gums, of which we were
allowed great plenty.

As all hopes of recovering the patient from
Tkorits were loft, T advifed that drink fhould
be frequently given him with antifeptic me-
‘dicines, and that he fhould ke kept as clean
as poffible ; and laftly, that the man appoint-
‘ed to-attend him, fhould have no intercourfe
-either with the men in the hofpital, or elfe-
‘where inthe city. ¥ prognofticated that he
would foonr die, and he did fo that very day.
“At night, the bady was carefully carried out
to the defart, and buried deep in the ground:
‘His bed, bed-cloaths, and every thing elfe
‘belonging to him, were burnt.  The people,
‘who were appointed to do this, kept as far
“on the windy fide as pofiible, and none were
“allowed to touch any thing, but the perfon
“who had waited upon him when living, and
‘they who brought him, were obliged to ftay
' ' their
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their quarantine in the defart, where *vicGiu-
als were wgularly carried to them. Three per-
{ons were in this manner brqught from Ikorits,

before inftruétions and orders could be f{ent
there to prohibit this practice. = They had all
the fame fymptoms, were treated much in
the fame manner, and they all died.

As foon as Mr Rofen and I had taken all
the precautions in our power, we went to
Captain Ruffelius, and acquainted him with
what we had obferved, and what we had
done, and hinted to him what we thought
ought to be done. The captain was of opi-
‘nion, that, notmthﬂtandmg the Prince at this
time was not in' good health, he ought to
be made acquaint(;c_l with every thin g,-becaufe
his orders would have a better effedt, and
would be refpected at a greater diftance. We
accordingly made the Pringe acquainted with’
it, and he immediately caufed me get ready
inftructions, till direGtions could be procured'’
from- the Medicine Chancery, which had for-
gotten to give me any about the plague. 1
immediately obeyed, and the Prince from
this iffued out the following orders.

Mr Ruffelins immediately difpatched a fe-
cret memorial to the governor of Veronits, re-
.quiring him totake all care ofhis province,and
fent him a copy of the prince’s orders to ail
“immediately under his command, which were,
- prohibiting all people, under paint of death, to
-go {rom Taverhoff’ to dny other city, town,

or
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or inhabited place, without liberty from the
Prince’s Chancery, and likewife any people
from other places to enter Taverhoff, or its
dependencies; and that thefe orders might
‘meet with all obedience without miftakes,
‘centinels were placed about the city day and
night. - He required that no fleth or fith
{houlrl be made ufe of, till further advice ;
but that, in cafe difeafed people were adufcd
by any of the faculty to ufe fuch food, ic
was recommended that fuch thould ufe either
vinegar, lemonsjuice, or other acid vege-
tables, to which they were formerly accuf-
tomed ; that, under pain of a fevere whip-
ping, the inhabitants {hould keep their houfes
{weet and clean, open their windows through
‘the whole day, and fprinkle their floors and
bed-cloaths - with vinegar; that the poor
fhould get vinegar from the Emprefs’s flores.
That, if any dead animal was found in the
ftreets, or any where near the houfes, the
Afuperintendant fhould be feverely punifh-
ed; and that, if it could be made appear, that
any, after thefe orders were publifhed, from
carelefsnefs, or any other caufe, did not im-
mediately bury all dead animals, even to the
bignefs of a chicken, deep in the defare, '
they fhould be punifhed with the Knoutl
That the priefts, who always attend burials,
fhould take all care that the graves fhould bc -
at leaft feven foot deep ; that, in every fireet,
there fhould be kept day and night, picees of
fir,
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fir, wet ftraw, with pitch or tar fmoaking, till
further orders. Their times of" working,
althletick exercifes, and other diverfions, were
allo regulated. G

The fame orders were fent to Ikorits, with
thefe only differences, that it was flrictly or-
dered they fhould {end no fick to Taverhoff,
but form an hofpital apart to receive fuch as
were infected with thefe fymptoms accounted
dangerous, and that the attendants upon them
fhould have no communication whatfoever
with other people, till further orders: That
‘what expreflfes might be fent to Taverhoff,
fhould be enjoined not to offer to conie near
any people on the road, nor in the city Ta-
-verhoff, but that they fhould approach the ci-
ty from that part oppofite to the wind; and
there, from as great diftance as poffible, to
acquaint the foldier on duty with his orders.
A writer at fuch times went, and, in the de-
Hart, on the windy fide, took a copy of fuch
difpatches, which were immediately burnt.
Laftly, a line of foldiers was formed quite
" round the people in Ikorits, and high gibbets
built on thefe lines, to let ftrangers and others
fee their danger, if they pafled them, for the
law would inftantly have been put in execu-
tion.

From whatever caufe, whether from the
immediate protettion of heaven, or from
thefe regulations having been ftri¢tly obeyed,
I fhall not difpute, but certainly I faw no

; more
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more of thefe terrible fevers: Some in.
deed appeared in Iorits, but, confidering
the mumber of people there; and its vicinity
to the before-mentioned infected places, it is
gruly furprifing that we efcaped fo very well.

From the fituation of Taverhioff, its being
furrounded with morafies, lakes, large woods,
and reeds, with what I have faid already
about the extraordinary heat and moifture,
and the ftinking exbalations towards the e-
venings, from the ftagnant waters in the
lakes, it will furprife none; ever fo little ver-
{ant in medicine, that the {olids of the human
body fhould be rendered very weak, by being,
through 1o many months, as it were flewed,
the fecretory and excretory faculties pervert-
ed; concretions, obflructions, and vilcofities
in the fluids nourifhed, and daily increafed,
digeftion much impaired : thefe I take to be
the true caufes of the endemical difeafes.
‘The method of curing-them is, in pro-
moting the evacuations, to perfect regularity,
attenuating the vifcous humours, and expel-
Iing the morbid ; and laftly, in corroborating
the folids, and for fome time thereafter aflit-
ing them to recover their natural tone, Iima-
agine is a good proof of the caule,

But there i1s another undeniable one; which
is, that peafants, having no afliftance from the
phyfician, who fall into thefe difeafes, and
have the good fortune not to die, generally
remeain fick during the firft fummer ; but

when
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when winter comes on, and their folids are
rendered firong by the froft, the difeafe is
conquered ; and this natural cure,. when it
happens, is undoubtedly the moft certain. I
fhall faynothing moreabout the methiod of cus
ring thefe different difeafes, as quite foreign to
this defign, only I can aflure phyficians, that
fiecellity caufed us to malke trial of monk’s rhu~
barb in place of Chinele; and; if it be given in
a double or ¢ven a triple dofe, it comes no-
thing behind the other ia fluxes.  Another
medicine I can fcarcely pafs by, which is
Vitrum  ceratum  antimonii. It has a
greater effeét’ upon people almoft worn
out with either a diarrhoea or dyfente-
ry, providing the greater glands of the abdo-
men are not ulcerated, than it has upon ro-
bult young men juft feized with this difeafe.
T have knows people, in the opinion of phyfi-
cians of the greate{tcxpenence, pail all hopes
of _recovery, effettually, and in a very fhort
time, quite recovered by two or three dofes
of this noble medicine, with proper analep-
ticks after its ufe. This digreffion, tho’ fhort,

may be ufefal to fome, and can hurt none.

CHAP,
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CHAP i1,

Concerning various Anecdotes during my twe
Years Peregrination in and about Taverhof.

Remained in the houfe that I got from
Capt. Hertzenbergh till May, very much

to my fatisfation. 'The Prince had a very
numerous family, and, when they got notice
that it was determined that the fuperinten.
dency of the building {hould be in Taverhoff,
the Prineefs arrived there, in the beginning
of May, with her children. They were not long
there till fome of them began to fall fick. The
Prince and Princefs wereboth of them the beft
of parents, extremely fond of their children,
and had the art of brmgmg them up without
any fevere treatment, in the moft agreeable
imanner. His fons had a governor, and his
daughters a governefs. The fons flept: alco-
gether in one large room, each in a {ep'lratc
bed, and their fifters in another, with their
governefs, in the fame manner. '
They rofe at ftated hours in the morning,
paid their devotions, were drefled, took their
 meals, went to {chool and their diverfions,
daily. In fhort, I never knew fuch a large
family {o well educated, andander an equal
.ceconomy. They had feven children, fourfons
and three daughters, at the Princefs’s arrival ;
and
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and fhe was delivered of a fifth fon in Taver-
hoff, who was her laft. This great and anti-
ent f'armly is derived from one of the moft jl-
luftrious in Poland. Their firlt appearance-
in Ruffia, was in the tyrant Ivan Vafilovitch’s.
time; they were created Dukes of Novogorod
Velike, and to this day bear the arms of that
province. My Prince and his Princefs com-
manded refpec from the greateft people, by
their eafy fieet deportment. I'm certain
they had the beft wifhes and fervices I could
poflibly do them, out of pure principle. I
never knew a family that in the leaﬁ could be
compared to them.

As I faid before, fome of the Prmceﬁa s
children fell fick foon after her arrival ; and,
it l'eems, the Prince had loft 15 fcrvants by
ficknefs Iaft "year, which frightened them
much. They therefore defired that I would-
live with the adjutant, telling me, that, in that
cafe, I fhould have nothing to provide, either
for myfelf, fervant, or horfe. I could deny
them nothing, and therefore acquiefced, not-
withftanding 1 forefaw, that fome difference
might happen betwixt the adjutant and me ;
nor was I miftaken ; for, one day, when he
and I were both abfent, the lock of my defk
was picked, and 30 crowns taken away. My
fervant was with me; and, as I had driven to
Veronits, I needed pocket-money, and took
fome out in the morning, when my cafh was
fafe, At my return, I put up '\‘vhatl had in my

Kk pockert,
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pocket, and thus made the difcovery. In order
to deceive me, he (the adjutant’s fervant) had
not taken all.  He being prefent, I cenfured
him for it ; he denied, and returned reproachful
an{wers, which obliged me to beat him. This
certainly was wrong : His mafter took it high-
ly amifs, notwithftanding I acknowledged my
érror to him. He not only did not forgive
this rafhnefs caufed by provocation, but took
the rogue’s part {o far, asto give me names,
which I retorted, and indeed {carcely could
refrain myfelf from ftriking him. This he
wanted much, but I retired. At my return, I
learned, that he had complained to the Prince,
requiring that a court-martial fhould deter-
mine our difpute, alledging, that I had chal-
Tenged him. The Prince made enquiry ; I
told him as above, and f{aid, that I had not
challenged him, but only contended that he
durft not give me fuch language at a diftance
from witnefles : I faid, I knew he fcarcely had
a foul a degree above a fheep’s ; and there-
fore it would have been a fign of great folly
in me to challenge fuch a milk-fopas he. [
defired the Prince to let the court-martial pro-
ceed, demonflrating, that, as he was the firft
aggreflor, and had learned me to ufe fuch
words, the fignification of fome of them I
was ignorant of, I certainly fhould be juftifi-
€d, and recover the money his fervant had

ftolen from me,
' That
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That the Emprefs had 350,000 good fol-
diers, each of which fhe could make an offi-
cer every jot as good as Balotnicoff ; but that
it would prove a lictle difficult to create one of
my profeffion out of them all. I {aid a grear
deal more ; to all which, the Prince defired
that I would for this once put it up. I yield-
ed, and immediatcly Balotnicoff was fent for,
and commanded that he fhould never dare to
give ‘me the f{malleft provocation after this,
undcr the penalty of being inftantly {fent to A-
foph, which was very near as horrible to him
as hell itfelf. Thus ended this difpute, nor
had I any other in Taverhoff, with this advan-
tage to me, that I got an agreeabie apartment
in the palace ; the Prince made up my lofs,
and the Princefs ever after, untl I was mar-
ried, was my cafh-keeper.

The above-mentioned difeafe ran hke wild
fire through this moft noble family ; but, to
my great {atisfation, not one of them died.
Howcvc1 in the year 1739, the good Prince
was at once affeCted with a fever and bloody
flux. As I never loved man egual to him, my
conftant attendance, without fleep for nine
days and nights, except in an elbow-chair at
his bed-fide for half an hour at a time, had
almoft deprived me both of my appetite and
ftrength, My old friend Dr Miniatty, an
acquaintance of the Prince’s, came in his way
from the Ukraine to Veronits; I therefore beg-
ged of him that he' would attend the Prince,

til)
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till I fhould get a fleep in my bed ; but when
1 had only laid myfelf down a very fhort time,
I was feized with the incudus, a difeafe I ne-
ver had experienced before. I attempted
thrice to get reft, and thrice I was attacked
with this dreadﬁll difeafe, which put fleep
quite from me. I then put on my cloaths,
told what had happened, and let the doctor
pafs on to Veronits.

In a few days thereafter, the Prince grew
fomewhat better, but recovered very flowly ;
and, after he was quite free of this flux and
fever, he was threatened with a dropfy. There
~were few parts of his body free of what is cal-
led arafarca, but his legs were worfe, attended
with fuch coldnefs, that it was almoft impofli-
ble to make him fenfible of heat. It took my
greateft {kill to recover him during the length
of the fummer ; but at laft it was {o fuccefs-
fully accomplifhed, that I’'m told he only died
at St Petersburgh laft year, betwixt 8o and go
years old, full of honour, which he truly de-
ferved : He was then lord high admiral, fe.
nator, privy-counfellor, and knight of the or-
der of St Andrew, the firft Ruffian order.

Before I leave this fubject, Ifhall give one
inftance of the Prince’s juftice: When he was
in fuch an uncertain ftate of health, and as I
did every thing in my power for his recove-
ry, I advifed him, among other things,
“to go to a pleafant village about two miles
diftant from Taverhof, cailed Shilofke, fity-

ated
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ated on the top of 2 high dry ground, and a
mile at leaft from any woods, except thofe in
the morafs betwixt Taverhoff and it, whence
the vapours feldom or never afcended fo
high ; and was well watered with a fountain
of {pring water, as clear as chryftal.

One day as I waited on the Prince, I faw
in the entry a very well behaved man, gen-
teelly drefled. He was the more remarkable,
as he had on a {uit of fuperfine cloaths in
the Englifh fathion. The next time I wait-
ed upon the Prince, this man was fitting at
the door upon a heavy clog of wood, to which
he was chained by the neck. As the Prince
was fo far from hindering me to make inqui-
1y, that he took all opportunities of encoura-
ging me, I hefitated not to afk him the rea-
fon of treating a man fo ignominioudly.  He
faid, that the late Field-marfhal Prince Golit~
zin had made a prefent of him, when about
nine years of age, to my Prince : That, as he
efteemed the memory of his brother, he had
fpared no expence in making him mafter of
writing and arithmetick ; and that, as he was
a Crim Tartar by birth, he had him baptifed,
and married to a very pretty, modeft, young
woman, by whom he bad a numerous fmniiy.
As he had done fo much for him, he appoint-
ed him his faor over many villages, and that
he had behaved vcry well till the Prince was
fent from Peterfburgh, when he imagined him-

felf at liberty to adt as he pleafed, poiﬁb.y ex-
pediing
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pecting that the Emprefs would take the vil.
lages from the Prince: That a petition was
fent to him fome time ago, acquainting him,
that this fellow had abfolutely ruined fome
hundreds of people, and that, upon a fair in-
quiry, he found it was true: That by the
laws of the country, he fhould be hanged, or,
at leaft, fent to the galleys for life ; but that
he would punifh him in this manner. He
faid, that he had already appointed another
factor, with orders to take every thing from
this villain, and make reftitution to the pea~
{ants as far as was poffible. '

He alfo had ordered a certain maintenance
for his wife and children, with orders to have

the children carefully educated 5 but this fel-

low fhould undergo a févere whipping, and
then to be fent to the villages, to write under
the new factor, to whom orders were given to
let no fault go unpunifhed ; and laftly, that
if it was found out that he had not made a
clear difcovery of all the value he had, he
. awould be fent to the galleys for life ; whereas,

if he had made a clear difcovery, he fhould .

remain in the village; and, if he behaved well
for the future, he had a chance of being again
promoted, and freed from his chains.

Sl =] i “ CHAP-
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A Continuation of what bappmed. remarkable
in Taverhoff, early in the Summer 1748.

N old acquaintance Mr Rofen, a furgeon,
defigned for Afoph, arrived in Taver-

hoff. Mr Burman was unable to perform his
duty in the hofpital, and fo very weak, that
we could have no hopes of his living much
longer. Mr Rofen and I had lived in great
frwndﬂup He ufed to interpret for me in
the hofpital at Peterfburgh, as he fpoke La-
tin well, confequently no wonder I was glad
to fee him ; I therefore, finding it not difa-
greeable to Mr Rofen, projected a {cheme of
getting him kept at Taverhoff. 1 applied to
the Prince, reprefenting the dangerous ftate of
Mr Burman’s health, and the impofibility of
my attending the bufinefs of the hofpital dai-
ly, and that of his great command, at the
{ame time, only with the afliftance of two
mates. This had the defired effect, -and Mr
Rofen was appointed to attend the hofpital,
and this was foon confirmed by orders from
the medicine-chancery and admiralty. It may
appear {carcely credible, but it is neverthelefs
true, that I was greatly at a lofs to {peak Latin
with Mr Rofen at our firlt meeting, frequently
interlarding with it either Ruffian or German

words.
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words, After I had got an apartment in
the palace, where the writers were employed
daily, I applied myfelf to learn to read and
write the Ruffian language, and it was altoge-
ther owing to this, that Iwasbefore {o confuifed,
1 knew one Peter Miln, who had been nine
years keeping the books for Mr Dimideof, be-
longing to his great iron-works in Siberia, and
who, at his return to St Peter{fburgh, could not
fpeak Englifh.

Mrs Luggar, a lieutenant’s widow, arrived
in Taverhoff from Afoph, in the latter end of
Auguft 1738, in her way to St Peterfburgh.
Some days pafled before I could {peak Englih
promptly, and without confounding it with,
other languages. At Afoph fhe had petition-
ed Admiral Bredal to pay her widow-money,
which that bafe man denied, and fhe was in
fome diftrefs. . She was old, but infifted that
fhe was marriageable, and capable of bearing
‘children. ~ I fuppofe fhe infifted upon this,
that fhe might at once get a complete year’s
falary, viz. the fum of 290 rubles. Ibegged
of her rather to acknowledge that {he was {u.
perannuated, that fhe might get her widow-
money paid yearly, which (as fhe had uq
thoughts of returning to England) would be
a certainty as long as fhe lived, and great a-
bundance in fuch a cheap country as this;
but fhe infifted to have the large fum at once,
for the before-mentioned reafons, and three
vears after that, I faw her in St Peterfburgh

married
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married a fecond time. In fhort, T ufed all
my intereft with the Prince, and fucceeded in
getting her money, and, at her defire, bought
her a very convenient houfe, and did ew
other thing in my power to ferve her; (o0 glad
was I of having one in the place with whom
I could fpeak my native language.

This old woman had a daughter married
in the neighbourhood to an officer. She al-
fo arrived in November to fee her mother, and
acquainted us, not without fatisfaction, that
her hufband, a Ruflian, was dead, by whofe
death the had acquired a third of his eftate,
which was not great. It feems he had ufed
her with great feverity, but I fulpect that there
were faults on both fides. Mr Rofen made
his addrefles to her. As we ever lived in good
ﬁiendﬂﬁp, he firft made his propofals to me,
and deflired my afliftance, providing I was
not engaged with her. T aflured him, I'was -
already verbally engaged to another in St Pe-
terfburgh, and, unlefs the married in my ab-
fence, I did not think myfelf at liberty to
make fuit to any other perfon. I declined
giving him any counfel in an affair of fuch
confequence ; but, at the fame time, offered
my ready fervice to aflift him, if he was fully
refolved. He faid he was; wherefore I aflift-
ed, and the marriage was {foon confummated
to the fatisfaction of both parties.

In the beginning of the winter 1739, an ac-
cident happened at Veronits, which alarmed

5 | the
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the inhabitants of that city and all their neigh-

bours, the mentioning of which, I doubt not,

will be agreeable to the reader, becaufe it lets
us fee what mifchief may be produced from
jgnorance, or a miftake in time of the plague.

A woman arrived in Veronits from {ome di-
Atance, but from a healthy place well attefted.

As fhe had come from a diftance, the defired

to ule the bagnio, very cuftomary among the

Ruffians after much fatigue.  After fhe had

wathed herfelf, and taken a plentiful fupper,

fhe flept in the hot-houfe. Next morning

{he was found dead! The landlord was

obliged to acquaint the governor, before he

durft bury her. The governor had fent off

his only garrifon-furgeon, fome time before

thiis, to affift the inhabitants of Pavelofike ;
, confequently he had none to direct him in

this affair. The field-apothecary lived in Ve-
* ronits, to be near the army, and prepare me-
dicines for all people in the fervice, in that
neighbourhood.  He had formerly beerr af-
flicted with the plague, and his wife had died
- of this difeafe the third time fhe was feized
with it ; which may be fufficient to undeceive
thoie who imagine that the plague, like the
{inall pox, afflict perfons only once in their
lives.

. The governor having no other belonging
to' the medical affair, ordered the apothecary
to vifit the dead body, and report whatever
was obfervable, and what was his opinion.

He
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He did fo, and réported that the had died of
the plague, becaufe the had a great buboe in
one of her groigs. Upon this the governor
<aufed fhut the <ity, and declare it unclean,
denying any intercourfe between the inhabi-
tants and thofe of -other parts: - At the fame
time, he fent an exprefs to Taverhoff,  to ac-
quaint the Prince of the misfortunate condi-
tion of the inhabitants of Veronits, requiring
the affiftance " of a furgeon from thence. In
return, the Prince exprefled his forrow for
their misfortune, but swould not allew any of
his medical people to go to their afliftance,
becaufe he was uneertain how foon we might
be'in the fame -condition, advifing him to
fend for proper afliftance to Mofcow, and
-difeharging him ro {fend any more to Taver-
hoff. : It'happened that fame day in the e-
vening, that two furgeon’s mates, in theirway
from Mofcow to the army, demanded admit-
tance into the city, which the {oldier upon du-
ty denied, acquainting them of their mife-
rable condition. !
The mates intended to have gone round
the city to the next village, for frefh horfes,
rejoicing that they could {o cafily efcape fuch
danger ; but an' officer was upoa duty, and
being informed what they were, demanded
that they fhould wait at the gate till the gover-
nor was made acquainted; telling them, that
they probably would be obliged to return, if
they went further. The governor was very
Bt glad
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glad to converfe with fuch people, demand-
- ed their immediate attendance in his houfe ;
. and acquainted them with what he knew, had
done, and what he dreaded. They {aid, that
they never had feen that difeafe, but acknow-
- ledged that they had read about it, and that
they alfo had heard {everal le¢tures by Dr Blu-
mentrofe, phyfician, by the Great Hofpital in
Mofcow, concerning it, and the various me-
thods of cure, In fhort, the governor de-
{ired them to take their repofe, and next
morning caufe the body be taken out of the
grave, infpe it very carefully, and make an
- accurate report of whatever they might difco-
ver. They did {o; found the buboe ; but,
making a ftricter fearch than the apothecary
" had done, found ont other fymptoms, which
- determined them to report that the woman
“had not the fmalleft fign of the plague, but
that the buboe and {ome other fymptoms were
venereal, and that the woman had been fuf-
~ focated in the bagnio, an event which is not
alarming, and - which frequently happens in
‘Ruflia, from the carelefsnefs of the people who
heatit, and clofe it up before the coals are tho-
roughly burnt to charcoal. They alfo obfer-
ved, that the buboe was completely fuppu-
rated, a circumftance which could not have
happened, if fhe had been infected with the
plague, efpecially as they had opened the bu-
" boe, and declared it was full of well concoct-
ed matter,

This
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This their report gave univerfal joy to the
city and the adjacent country ; but the
apothecary was much and juftly cxpofed for
his ignorance and prefumption,

C HAP LI
A Continuation of the [ame Subjeé. ;

FC)UR officers had been appointed by Ad-
miral Bredal to {uperintend the works at
- Ikorits, ‘before Prince Golitzin arrived ; three
of them were Ruflians, and the other a Ger-
man. It feems the Ruflians had let from the
-work, under pretence of {icknefs, &c. the pea-
fants, who were {ent from different provinces
to aflift in getting veflels ready for the vfe of
the army. They had taken money from each
peafant, to the value of fome rubles, in order
to let them go home. This undoubtedly was
a very great crime in Ruflia, where no per-
quifites whatever are allowed, except their {a-
lary, fervants, provifion, rations, and forage,
according to their ranks. = By the articles of
war, crimes of this nature are punifhiable by
death. .
The German had, as he to]d nie, taken on-
ly two or three men to aflift in makmg a
coach for him : Thefe were their crimes. Ad-
miral Bredal, an exceflively proud man, ha-
ving been made agquainted with thefe affairs,
fent
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{ent for themi, and,. I was affured, defigned
only to chide them : He did fo 3 but one na-
med Chiricoff, a lieutenant, a very rich man,
ind every whit as proud as his commander,
could not bear the admiral’s taunts : He very
unfeafonably retorted with a great deal of vi-
rulence : The confequencé was, that Chiri-
coff was arrefted, and a court-martial con-
veened to judge of this affair.- He was found
guilty, and, not willing to fuffer alone, he
acculed the others; who were alfo found guil-
ty. Sentence of death was pafled upon them
all. They had remained under arreft, upon
half pay, three years, and doubted not but
they would get a pardon, as Chiricoff' was of
an honourable family, and had great allian- °
‘ces: But they could not agree.among them-
{elves; and; asthey only faw oneanotherat
church, they were foolifh enough to fcold
there. Captain Ruffelius was importuned by
the priefls to reprefent this, which he could
-not deny. He not only reprefented it, but
alfo begged that the admiralty would either
order them to Peterfburgh, or free him from
any accufation which might be brought a-
gainft him for not keeping better order, which
he affirmed was not in his power, In an-
fiver to this, the ultimate fentence was fene,
confirmed by the Emprefs, commanding that
they, without lofs of time, fhould be brought
to. the parade, and there have their fivords
broken over their heads by, the hands of the
hangman,
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hangman, and be declared infamous ; that
they fhould be fhackled, and fent, under a
guard to Oranburgh, to the galleys for life ;
and laftly, that all their eftates and"other
riches fhould be forfeited to the Emprefs.
This fentence was foon put in execution ; but,
by the humanity of the captain, not with the
greateft rigour, for horfes, carriages, cloaths;
and many other things, were let go for the
ufe of their wives and relations. At the fame.
time, fome writers, who have no rank in the
army, were f{everely whipt and fent to the
galleys, becaufe they knew; and did not d1{'
cover, the villainy of the officers. :

» At this time alfo an affair happened, which
put e in a great fright, and was the canfe
of laughter to the Prince and others. The
archbifhop of ' Veronits was taken ill of a fe-
ver, wrote to the Prince, and begged that he
would fend me to give the apothecary direc-
‘tions how to cure him. I had been bad for a
long time of a tertian ague and bloody flux,
which, though fomething better, had reduced
T ﬁrﬁﬂo‘th very much. ‘The Prince came
into my room, told me of the archbifhop’s
ficknefs and defire, but at the fame time faid,
that, though fearcely any thing could give
him greater pleafure than to be obliging to
the bifhop, yet he would not defire me to go,
unlefs I thought I could do it with f{afety.
Not being able to deny that good man any
thing, I con‘c‘ntc. 1, and fent to Mr Chiricoff
for
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for the loan of his large fur-coat, to defend me
from the cold. It was at my return from Ve-
ronits, that I heard the {fentence was to be put
in execution next day. I was much afraid,
when I was told that every thing was to be
taken from them, that my having borrowed
his furred coat, might have been interpreted
much to my difadvantage, efpecially as it was
very coftly, the fur alone being fable ; there-
fore, without lofs of time, I fent it to his
houfe, and then exprefled my fears to the fe-
cretary, who laughed at me, as did every one
who heard of it, faying, that if I had kept it,
tho’ all the courts in Peterfburgh had known,
it would not have been looked upon as any
way criminal, as I had got it before the fen-
tence was publicly declared : However, the
fatisfaction I had in the quietnefs and peace
of my mind, was, I think to this day, much
preferable to it, if it had been of far greater
value.

When the Prince ftaid at Shiloffke, I ufed,
after I had vifited my patients, frequently to
divert myfelf with my fowling-piece upon the
banks of the rivers Don and Veronits : One day
[cameup to a man who wasfithing,and, afking
him what {port he had got, and talking with
him, I underftood that he was blind, had loft
his right leg and thigh, and his left foot ; be-
ing a poor young peafant, I gave him fome

.money, and defired that he would give me
an account of the caufe and cure. He faid,
that
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‘that fome years ‘ago he was taken ill of a- yio-
lent fever, that thefe members :ﬂready na-
med had dropt from bim ;. laftly, that he at
the fame time had loft his {‘ ight, but that God
‘was his only doftor.  He faid the ncighbours
had kept him clean; and had applied to the
ulcerated parts only tlie leaves of” green kail,
‘or bur<dock, made foft before the fire : Ihat,
after he had recovered his health, he got a
fmall boat, - and ufed to go to fifh w1th his
‘neighbours ; but that now, he wasfo well ac-
~quainted with the banks of the Veronits, that
he frequently went fome miles from the vil-
‘lage, and was the principal fither in it, by
which he had got a very good livelihood ; as
for ' riches, he ‘defpifed ‘them. I mention
‘this tolet people fee that nature, when lett
-to herfelf, {fometimes makes incredible cures;
‘and [ imagine it may be of ufe to intelligent
‘honeft furgeons, to be very careful how and
‘when they perform opm ations ; for, in the
‘courfe of my practice, I have known pcople

loft by ignorant daring furgeons. :
1 fhall give an inftance of nature’s baving
‘performed a cure, when' the patient would
‘have been loft if another'niéthod had been
‘taken, and this may be of ufe to all my rea-
ders.. Itwasthis: A failor was' brought to
‘the hofpital:  He was very feverith, an er yfi-
pelas ll’ld {pread over the fkin of the penis and
ferotum, as far as the os j*tlm. . Every tIung
was done, which art hitherto recommends, to
Mm no
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no purpofe. Mr Rofen and I called for the

advice of Mr Frifh at Veronits,a gentleman who

had fuccefsfully performed many operations ;
the more dangerous, the readier he was to
sperform ; confequently he gave his advice im-
mediately to amputate all the affected parts,
to which I made the following objections :

1mo, That the eryfipe/as had {pread above the

os pubis, and how deep it went, none could

-pollibly {ay. 240, That his fever was extreme-
Iy high, and confequently none could jufily

Aay how far the whole mafs of blood was con-
“taminated with the eryfipelatous eaufe ; and
-that daily experience fhewed, that in fuch dif-
-eafes a wound inflicted upon a found part
generally tranflated the eryfipelas to the wound-

ed part, and fometimes left the former difeaf:

ed part altogether. This could not be deni-

ed, becaufe we frequently found the eryfipelas

next day affecting ftrongly the member which

-had been bled. But laftly, a ring, of a brown:
colour, run quite round, and circumferibed
the erjfipelas from the found fkin, which T

“took to be a fure fign of a feparation ; and
confequently, that, if nature’s intention was

now interrupted, it would undoubtedly caufe
the man’s death. Mr Frith was of a diffe-
gent opinion, and was bafe enough, privately,
to afperfe my character, by faying, that if the

‘man fhould lofe his life, it was owing to my
obftinacy. I foon got notice of this. '

And
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And having been warned, I deubled my,
diligence, and had the fatisfaction to com-.
Plete the cure. The fkin of the penis and feroa,
Zum were quite loft, yet nature furrounded the
‘teflicles and penis with a callofity to admira«
tion ; and, though the tefticles were flrained,
yet he was completely cured, and begot chil~
dren, ‘which I prognofticated to hxs sze,
when fhe ufed to vifit him.

The confequence of this cure was to me
very agreeable. Mr Frith, underftanding that
I was for fatisfalion, came to the hofpital
when I was there, and, before many of our
officers, begged pardon, and acknowledged
that he did not think that be was cureable,
and believed that the operation was the only
cure ; but now was convinced of the contra-
'y. - Be that as it may, Mr Frifh certainly
{uffered much in his reputation, though not
undeicrvedly.

It was in Auguft when we arrived in the
pleafant village Shilofske, and confequently
very hot weather ; the foil is dry, rather in- -
clining to fandy. It was towards the even-
ing when we arrived, and I arrived in my
travelling-waggon, where I flept the firft
night, or rather defigned to take my reft, for
my eyes were not fhut one hour the whole
night, ogeafioned by an innumerable quanti-
ty of fleas, which forced me at laft, with o-
thers, to get up and walk about, among whom
was the P"mcc s cldeft fon Prince Alexander,

: the
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the fume who was lately ambaflador at the
Court of London. 'We were affured that the.
defart, every fummer, was in the fame con-
dition ; but that where many people lodged
together, or encamped, their numbers very
foon decreafed, and we found this to prove
true at Shilofske.

We again returned to Taverhoff in the lat-
ter end of September, the good Prince havin
recovered, to the unfeigned joy of his own
family, and all the good people who had the
happine(s to be aquainted with him. . He re-
afTumed his command, which was like to have
run into confufion, when he was fick.

< A gentleman of the name of Ifmacloff, of
an antient family and great poffeflions, was
fent to Taverhoff, it was faid, by the defire
of his relations. - He, was but weak and vain,
a great lover of game, and confequently eve-
ry villain could make a bait for him : He was
good natured, and therefore not dangerous.
He was a relation ta the Prince, and his Lady
a near relation to. the Princefs royal Elifa-
beth, afterwards Emprefs of Ruflia. This
gentleman kept a large pack of hounds, ma-
ny grey-hounds, and other kinds of dogs.
He was only a licutenant, but the Prince ap-
~pointed ‘under him proper mid-{kip-men,
avho tranfatted the affairs of the Empire
avithout blemith. ~ Mr Ifmacloff - rejoiced in
» nothing fo much as obliging every one as far
as he could. ~ He honted frequently, and, not
- » only
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only made every one wclcome to partake ab
that diverfion, but regaled- them fumptuounf-:
ly, and looked upon them as his fricnds.:
When the weather would not permit of hung--
ing, we might ever meet with fome agreeable:
diverfion in Mr Ifinacloff’s houfe; - providing:
only that it happened to be none of his drink-
ing days, which were very frequent. " Every
pleafant fummer-day, we ecither went-a-hunt=
ing, fithing, fowling, or playing,-and:drink-
ing our tea at the fide of a wood, or: on the
banks of a river, in the afternoons oenly ; and
in this manner I paffed two years,: as.it were
in paradife, except only when I'lwasifick.
The good Prince néver failed to-honour us
with - his prefence, . when  affairs - permitted,.
and when he could not, the Princefs and a
coachful or twao of his children were: partncrs
of our innocent diverfions. . e
There are many wolves .and bears about
Taverhoff, and the inhabitants have different
ways of catching them ; as a relation of :this
kind may be agreeable to fome of my readers,
take what follows.. The bear is killed with a
piece of {harp fteel fixed on the end of a fhort
ﬂrong pole, and a club armed with a heavy
piece of iron: When they have roufed the
bear, he makes a brifk attack, infl antly the
peafant gets.on his knee, and fixes his poleon
the ground, keeping the fharp fteel pointed to
the bear, who, not obferving, or clfe little a-
fraid of the pole, rufhes on to the man, who

direéis
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direéts the fteel fo, as to pierce his breaft, and
then with one blow of his armed club on the
head, difpatches him at once. I have been
told that they are fo fond of bear-hunting,
that, though it is attended with great danger,
they very carefully will go to kill them, with-
eut acquainting any of their neighbours. An-
other way is with ftrong nets in the woods,
and the mufquet. A third way is more cu-
rious, and not dangerous : They take a large
door, into which they drive many pieces of
iron made very fharp, and flanding fome
inches above the wood, into the middle of this
they fix a living pig, which fqueaks the whole
night, then they cover all over with grafs or
reeds. 'When the bear hears the pig, he makes
all the hafte he can to feize his prey ; but when
ke jumps on the door, the fharp irons, being
bearded, run into his feet, then he turns him-
felf ‘on his back, and continnes to roll and
roar with the door above him, till the hunter
next morning difpatches him. There are ma-
ny ferce wolves about Taverhoff in the win-
ter feafon, which they kill, by tying a living
pig to the end of a fledge with a long rope ;
two men fit in the fledge well armed with
guns loaded with flug-thot. They drive their
horfe by fome wood, and then throw out the
pig which makes a loud noife, at which the
wolves come out, and, endeavouring to feize
their prey, are difpatched with the fowling-
pleces, but the fhot renders the fur of fimall

value
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value. Two accidents happened when I was
in Taverhoff, which deferve to be mentioned.
An old failor ufed to get a dead horfe; or
a piece of one, and carry it to the defart, into
the middle of which he fixed a ftick ; hé then
‘planted two or three loaded guns, pointed t@
the flick, in fuch a manner, that if any thing
moved the horfe, the motion, by the help of
4mall cords, drew the triggers. One morn-
ing, as the failor went to fee what kind of
game he had got, he {pied from a diftance
Jomething very bulky, and, though it was.
froft, when the boars don’t roam abroad, yet
he imagined it could be nothing elfe. Gladly
he run to the part, but foon was undeceived.
It was a man who had loft his way, having
‘been the worfe of drink, and feeing fomething
‘black among the fnow, went and fat down
to take a reft, where he was wounded by nine
flugs. The poor man was cured, but the
failor, after a long confinement, was difchar-
ged fuch diverfion ever after. Two foldiers
belonging to the garrifon of Veronits, lovers
-of {port, went one night, according to cu-
ftom, to fome hay-ricks with a pig; an old
darge cunning wolf appeared, but did not run
Htraight to the pig ; after running about them
fome time, ‘he jumped upon the head of one
of the foldiers, and very foon would have
devoured him, had not the other, who was
very near him, fhot him dead, which he did
without wounding the man. <

If
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If a man has only a few houfes of his own,
though he may be ever {o rich, he, (not as
there) dare not aflume the title of gentleman;
he is only a peafant -of “the better fort, and
called odna dvorctz, which fignifies in Eng-
lifh, one houfe.. One of thefe peafants lived
in the neighbourhood of Taverhoff, he was
“extremely obliging :* One winter-day, he beg-
-ged of the Prince to permit his children to go
‘and fee his method" of filhing, which was
granted, and I made one of the party. ‘After
we had got a homely repaft in his houfe, we
‘went to a pleafant lake about three miles
Jong;, but not-half a mile broad, where we
frequently ufed to divert ourfelves in the fum-
‘mer {eafon, by fithing, fhooting, gathering
{irawberries and different kinds of fruit grow-
ing on the banks, and this odna dvorctz fup-
plied us with cream in abundance.  Thither
~we went with a light, and well armed, for
fear of wolves ; the peafant cut a circular
hole through the ice, -and, caufing the light
to be held near it, with a net in the form of g
large laddle, he took as many fith as he plea-
fed, fuch as perches, pike, tench, and carp.
In fhort, he loaded two {ledges in lefs than an
hour.  This relation may furprife fome at
firlt ‘reading, 'but the fact is fo well known,
that, in Ruflia, the pealants have no readier
way. of -catching filh for their ufe:; and they
fay, which is moft reafonable; that- the fith
fwim
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fwim from afar to the hole, direed by the
light, for the benefic of frefh air. :

After this manner we lived in Taverhoﬁ' '
till the middle of October, when erders am-.i
ved to the Prinece, acquainting him of the.
peace, and commanding him to caufe lay up
all {tores, and veflels already buﬂt, or near fi~
nithed, under fhades, to appouh proper offi-
cers to take notice of every thing left; fi nallyv
to difmifs his command, make "his repair to
St Peterfburgh, and take a {eat in the {enate
and admiralty. This was agrecable news to
us all. I looked upon Peterfburgh, as I would
have done upen London ; and now all peo-
ple were employed to get every thing ended :
But the Prince never would leave any thing
half done, which caufed us to remain in Ta-
verhoff till February 1740, whenr we were
thinking to fet out in two or three days for St
Peter burgh. One morning I went into the
Princefs’s chamber, and was not a little fur-
“ prifed to {ee her weeping, and in fo much
forrow that fhe could not {'pcak one word.
I bad naot been there three minutes,  til the
Prince entered, drefled only in his morning
gown ; and, pointing to the Princeis, {miled,
tho” he was alfo grieved, and faid, obferve
Fatiana, for that was the Princefs’s name, how
fhe grieves for what can not be helped, fince
it is agreeable to Gop and. the government.

He faid, that about midnight a courier ar-
rived, with orders for him to make his repair

Nn to
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to Aftrachan, and govern that kingdoni it
further orders ; he then threw his gown about
me, and faid, it grievedt him moft that he was
obliged to fend me to 5t Peterfburgh, and e-
fpecially at this time, when three of his chil-
dren were fick, and the Princefs not weil re-
covered from the effetts of a petechial fever,
{he had near loft her life by.. To which I an-
fwered, that, if I {hould not be reckoned a
deferter, 1 would go with him and h's fa‘m ily
to any part upon earth ; but that I would de~
{ire to be fent from Afirachan to St Peters-
burgh wheir he arrived, by which means nei-
ther the admiralty nor medicine ~chancery
could blame me ; becaufe, as we were to pro-
ceed very faft, I could return by poft, as foon:
as I was obliged by the eamihicks, or ordina-
ry way of marchmg, which is at the rate of
50 verfts in three days, agrecable to Peter the
Great’s regulations.

My ready anfwer gave them both great f2-
tistaction. Econtra his adjutant, whom he
bad, from a-maker of barrels, made an officer,
denied to go further than Pavelofske ; but the
Prince eafed him of that trotble, and not on-
ly excufed him, but granted liberty and time
enough to go and fpend fome days with his
relations, before he fhould arrive in St Peters-
burgh. '

We loft no time in getting every thing rea-
dy, and left Taverhoﬂ' on the roth of Febru-
ary 1748, and next morning reached to No-

vopavelofske,




T R.A V E LS 283

vopavelofske, where there are {ome thoufands
of men conftantly employed in making and
repairing finall arms for the army. An acci
dent happened | here,, which I {hail very bnefg
ly relate.

The co.-nmnndant_, who was only a major,
came to pay his refpects to the Prince, and de-
manded bis orders. I was walldng in the
Jobby till breakfalt was ready ; wy furred
coat, and the reft of my drefs, were the {ame
as that of the Prince’s fons ; for every year
I got frem the Princefs two complete {uits of
cloaths, ome for the winter and the other for
fummer. He came up to me, and alked, if
the Prince was to be {een? I {aid he was, and
fhewed him the door: He then in a moft fub
miflive manner afked me, What my rank in
the army was 2" I told him = He then in a molt
defpiteful manner faid, Is that all! aad mo-
ved off.  As there were none prefeat, I hefi-
tated ot to acquaint him, that he certainly
was a mufhroom -{prung from froth. He
went into the room hawever, without return-
ing any anfwer ; from this I was certain, that
he cither was no gentleman, or if he was, he
had had none of the genteel education which
the Ruflians beftow apon their children with
fuch care. I was mot miftaken. A fervant
warned me to go to breakiafl ; when I enter-
tered the room, the Prince was {itting taking
a difh of coflee, at fome diflance {rom the ta-
ble; My commandant was fianding at the

door
5
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door, a fure fign that he was no gentleman ;
The Princefs and her children were {i itting at
the table. - When I had fthut the door, I made
a very low bow to my major, and begged to
know his rank; at which the noble family all
ftared, well knowing it was not my cuftom to
be impertinently inquifitive to ftrangers. The
major, not 2 little difconcerted, anfivered piti-
fully enough, that he was a major and com-
mandant of the city; to which I eplied, Ir
that all 7 it is undoubtedly for want of a bet-
ter, turned round with an air of importance,
and took my place at the table. The whole
family were greatly embarraffed to keep from
laughter ; but they were foon freed of all re-
ftraint, for I only began to tell what paffed in
the lobby, when m)}'major made a low bow,
and fuddenly departed ; but ‘before he left
the houfe, he muft have heard a very hearty
laugh, and, no doubt, he knew it was at his
expence. I never could put up with vain,
empty, felf-fufficient fools, but continually
took all opportunities to humble them.
The Prince faid, that he was a gentleman,
“ but that their f'amﬂy was {carcely known, and
therefore remained in 2 ftate of old i ignorance;
and that he believed this major was the great-
eft mlhtary rank belonging to his family.
Thus we travelled on, night and day bnﬂdy,
throngh the fame villages I mentioned in my
journey to Kotchatoff’, till we arrived upon
the line which reacheth from the Don to the
river
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river Volga “Before 1'defcribe this’ line, I
muft mention two little accidents,; which ha

pened to me betwixt Pavelofske and the line.
The firlt was, the Princefs fometimes defi=

red that T fhould fit upon the forepart of the

fledge in which fhe and the Prince were, in
order to pafs the time. When we had left
Pavelofske, I went into a very large fledge to
vifit two' of the fick children ; it was very
warm ; and, whillt I was talking with them

and the nurfes, the fledge went off'; they advi-
{ed me to fit {till, to which T had no objection; -
accordingly we proceeded to the next village,
without the finalleft accident : But, when I
came to the Prince and Princefs, they feem-
ed to be furprifed, telling me, that they
thought I had been loft, as none knew where
I was.  The Prince had on the way difpatch-
ed back an exprefs to Novopavelofske, to fee
what was become of me ; but they faid it was

a good fcheme to go into the fick-fledge.

One fine frofty day we arrived in a village
fitvated high on the banks of the Don.  As
we were to ﬁay a few hours here, the fervants
and other idle people poured water on the
fide of the hill, which inftantly froze like glafs;
they then, men and women, upon the bark
of trees, flided down the hill. This is a di-
verfion which the Ruffians are very fond of ;
the Princefs went out to fee it, and I accom-
panied her. After we had looked on a while,
{he defired that I would try it alone, for fome
times
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times three, or even four, can cither fit o
{tand on the bark, but then they are often o.
verfet, and this oceafions laughter, efpecially
among the women, when what they com-
monly take great pains to hide, is expofed to
public view.
_ They were fo fond of the dnerﬁcm that,
the winter I was employed in the ho('pxtals in
St Peterfburgh, I was informed the Emprefs
Ann canfed make a hill of fmow for it ; and
that Prince Courakin, the fame who was foms
time envoy at the Cousrt of Great Britain,
who at that time was mafler of borfe, and
nled to take great liberties in order to divert
the Empre(s: He frequently fat upon a {mall
fledge, and took fome of the ladies upen his
knee ; but when the velocity of the fledge, at
the foot of the hill, was {o diminifhed as not
to endanger hurting the ladies, he then fell off
with his fair partuer, to the mirth of the by-
ftanders ; but the ladies were drefled in long
linen drawers, fo that their modelty was not
hurt. . At the Princefs’s defire, I {at down on
the middle of a large piece of bark ; and, as
I was not acquainted with fuch exercifes, I
through ignorance placed my legs alio upon
the bark : Thus equipped, I was gently pufh-
ed off, and, though I did not fall off, the bark
turned {o frequently round, that it exhibited
to the fkilful {pectators much mirth, At laft,
my bark being very fmooth, and I unfkilful,
not able to direct it, carried me forward into
: a pit,
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a pit, from whence the pesple é{éﬂfgd-ﬁfeh
water. This -unforefeen accident foon turn-
ed 'their mirth into the other extreme. T how-
ever went down unhurt, and it being all fro-
zen over, except a fmall hole, I Wwas in ne
danger ; therefore, conﬁdemig how merry
they had been at my expence, in my turn I
had the fatisfacion to divert myfelf at their
fright; I lay fiill, not.vifible by them, and ob-
ferved many, in their hurry, to help me, ly-
ing on the fide of the hill, overturned in {o
many different fhapes, that, at ancther time,
it would have exhibited a fcene of Iaughter to
all fpeétators. At laft, when they came near
me, I arofe, and left my vehicle for them to
carry back at my return. The Princefs faid,
fhe never would again defire me to make
proof of my readinefs to oblige her at fuch a
rifk, which indeed fhe was ignorant of.
We at Iaft arrived on the weft end of this
- much famed line, which runs betwixt the ri-
vers Don and Volga, a work of the great Pe-
ter’s, fit only for fuch a Prince to have made.
It is a ditch and rampart reaching the whole
length ‘of 6o verfts ; the ditch is 20 yards
broad, well formed, and proportionably deep.
The rampart is very high, and the fouth fide,
towards the Kalmucks (commonly called Cal-
muks in other anthors) country, or the defart
of Aftrachan, is planted with high and firong
pallifadoes made of fir-trecs, (how: into thc
ground, and faftened together with crofs-
beams,
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beams, fo clofe, that 2 man cannot get thro’
any where, except, I think, at two places,
through which brooks of water run, and thefe
are fortified as far as art hath hitherto been
able. There are four {trong forts built upon
this Jine at equal diftances, well flored with
cannon, and betwixt the forts are many houfes,,
where f{oldiers only live. Centinel-boxes are
placed on the top of the wall, the whole length,
fo near one another, that the {oldiers on duty
can almoft fpeak togethér. The names of
the forts from the weft end to the ealt, are
called in the fame order, viz. Donfkaja, Ofo-
kor, Graczi, Meczotnaja, and Tfaritzin, in o-
ther authors falfely called Carizyn.

The defign of building this line, is to re-
ftrain the incurfions of the Kalmucks into the
Empire of Ruffia, and, although it has the ef-
fect of curbing great bodies, yet {mall partics
have made their way thro’ where the brooks
run, and done very confiderable damage, as
will be taken notice of in courfe of my tra-
vels. We reached that caftle called Ofokor,
about feven at night, and as the horfcs were
very tired, and no change to be got here, we
were obliged to take our lodging in the caftle.
Except the captain’s apartment, who was
commandant of the caftle, there was no other
private clean room in it ; this being deftined
for the Prince and his family, T coild get none,
unlefs T would fleep in the guard-room, which
was very large, but as full of men as it could

~ ftow,
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ftow, and I imagine this was the coldeft night
I had ever experienced in my life. I ftaid
in the Prince’s apartment till bed-time, and-
as it was exceflively cold after fupper, I took
a little more wine than I ufed to do, to com-
fort me, but notwithftanding all my- care,
when I went to the door, it was intolerable.
I then returned into the guard-room ; but
though it was warm enough, when I viewed
- the number of people of all forts, I by no
means thought of making one of their com-
pany : I therefore ordered my fervant to get.
ready two bottles of boiling water to be put

to my feet, and a wax candle to be hghted
in my fledge, and when all was ready to let
me know. He did fo, and I went as quick-
ly as T was able, had my boots taken off, laid
myfelf down under good fur covers, having
a good furred gown wrapped clofs with a
fafh en my body, and a warm farred. cap
on my head, yet I really imagined that I
would have been frozen to death this night ;

" for after my fervant had buckled the cover

of the ﬂedue faft, and retired, had I{o de-
» figned, Iwould not have been able to get
out again without help. In this condition,
I put out the candle, and ftill with my feet
at the bottles of water which comforted me
not a little, I fell qﬂeep, and flept {ound,
till cwhl next morning, when I was roufed
from ﬂLC p by being overturned amongft the
{uow as my driver was pafling down a fteep
Oo hill :
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hill : Nor did T hear the cannon which were
difcharged at their governor’s departure. I
was in a great fweat; but the men were not
long before they had replaced all my affairs,
and put me to bed ; where T remained in
pretty good conditionstill Tarrived in Tfaritzin,

The city Tfaritzin' is neat and very com-
pact, the fireets well laid out, but the houfes
are all of timber; it is {furrounded with a
deep dry ditch and high ramparts with baf~
fions, well flored with great cannon. At
Mr Cultzoff’s the commandant, an old colo-
nel, very ferious defire, the Prince remained

here till next morning, when we fet out,

and the day thereafter, arriving at Tehorna-
jar, or black-hill, we travelled now on the
‘Volga. Tchornajar is diftant from' Tfarie-
zin 112 verfts, and from Aftrachan 3oo. It
is bui a fmall town, fortified in the fame man-
ner as Tfaritzin, but they have not {0 many
cannon. = The Prince, having beeny inform-
ed that the ice below this town was not good,
refolved to go hencein the morning, that he
might pafs this dangerous place in day-light.

The city ftands on a high ground, that they .

may fee far into the defart, lealt the Kal-
- mucks, who inhabit this country, make fome
fudden attack upon them. T fhall defcribe
thefc people afterwards. . Next morning, we
departed, cfcorted by 300 Coffacks and a
party of dragoons; the way from the town
to the river is very ficep, and it was my lot,

at
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at this time, to have ‘a pair of very good
young horfes in my fledge, I was alfo in the
rear : Whether the fiedge had bore hard up.
on the horfes, or the report of the cannon
had frighted them, I know not, but they
ran off, and my diiver fell from his
box, and left the horfes at their own will;
my fervant alfo flipt off from behind. - The
horfes - galloped on, and had almoft overs
turned the fledge in which the Prince was.
He, according to his former goodnefs, imme-
diately gave orders to the .dragoons and Cofs
facks to endeavour to get betwixt my fledge
and a piece of the Volga on the welt fide,
not frozen, about a mile or two long. My
fledge was unbuckled on the right fide, looks
ing to that unfiozen part of the Volga. I
faw it, but knew not what to do, I attempt-
ed to get hold of a piftol, ‘in order to fhoot
one of the horfes, but they ran very {iiftly 3
the ice was by no means {mooth, many
boards lying one upon another, being frozen:
together, made me imagine that, as I hoped,
1 fhould be overturned, and confequently
prevented my getring a piftol ; at Jaft, I {py-
ed the horfemen get betwint me and the wa-
ter, who, with their whips and cries forced
the horfes to run towards the eait fhore,
which gave me hopes that T fhould at leaft
elcape drowning : At laft, a gallant Coffack,
upon a {wift horle, got hold of one, of the
reins of the horfe in the fhafts, and, by a
fudden jerk, threw dewn that horfe; any

ey
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may eafily imagine, that T made what hafte
I could to get out of the fledge, but was
furprifed, when out, that with great diffi-
culty I could either ftand or walk, a tremor,
which had feized me, was fo violent : But
whether this proceeded from fear, to which
I never was remarkably {ubject, or the irre-
gular diverficy of motions, I fhall not fay ;
“but the tremor continued more than twenty
four hours, and fuch a tremor I never expe-
rienced either before or fince, though I at
{fundry times, have been in as great danger,
as will be feen in the fcquel Nothmg fur-
ther remarkable happcned in this journey,
till we arrived all fafe in Aftrachan, which
we did on the fifth of March.

C HAP. LIL

A defeription of the City and  Kingdom of
Alftrachan, &c.

HE city of Aftrachan is built upon an ift

land called the ifland of Hares, that ifland
lying eaft and-weft, h'wmg the famous river
Volga on its north fide, it makes a pretty
appearance to {trangers at their arrival from
Ruffia; becaufe they have a view of its
length, and the fteeples of all its churches
with a very high brick wall, which furrounds
both it and its citadels Mr Hanway has
' : " been
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been mifinformed. He fays, it contains about
70,000 inhabitants. It certainly’ containg
many more than an hundred thoufand; by
this in Ruflia, is not to be certainly known,
as they keep no regifter of women and very
young children. Thecity is in latitude 46
degrees 13 minutes, and 68 degrees eaft
longitude. The citadel is built upon the
weft end of the city on a hill, the wall fur-
rounding it is of brick, 30 feet high atleaft,
and very thick, having many high {trong
baftions, mounted with a great number of
large cannon : But it is not a regular forti-
fication, though ftrong enough for any ene-
my in that country: Aftrachan lieth 6o
verits from the Cafpian fea: In it are con-
tained magazines of all kinds, the governor’s
and archbifhop’s palaces, the government’s
chancery where all affairs, civil and military,
are judged of, and all the records are kept.
The ‘metropolitan church, a large monaftery,
all built with white freeftone, guard-houfe,
and feveral other buildings, are within the
walls of the citadel: There are only three
gates into the citadel, one from the city, an-
other from the fouth opening into the Tar-
tar {fuburbs, a third from the north towards
the Volga. The wall of the city takes its
beginning from the north eaft corner of the
citadel, and runs eaftward three quarters of
a mile, then turns {fouth a quarter of a mile,
and proceeds from the fouth eaft corner weft,
till
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till it again joins the fouth-eaft corner of the
citadel. - There are only three gates looking
towards the river, one only to the eaft, and
two to the fouth., - Like the citadel, it has
many baftions mounted with cannon, but not
built in a regular way. _ :

On the infide of the walls, betwixt them
and the houfes, there is a void {pace, where
none are allowed to build 20 fathoms broad,
quite round the city. There are three long
ftreets from eaft to weft, and many crofs-
ftrects interfecting the former three. There
are within the walls two large ftone churches,
and one of wood. I think the length of the
city and citadel is equal to an Englifh mile.
The houfes are built with timber, and the
{treets are laid over with timber allo, fo that
a fire happening in this city muft be very dan-
gerous. The fuburbs are many, and extend
wide : They contain many more inhabitants
than the city. There are two churches on
the eaft, and a Jarge monaflery of ftone, one
wooden church on the fouth, and one be-
twixt the river and city on the north, all
for thofe of the Greek perfuafion ; befides
which, the reformed have one built with tim-
ber, the Romans have a monaftery, and the
Armenians have a fine church, thefe two are
built of ftone.

. Thehofpitals are buile without the fuburbs
on the eaft, befide the large monaflery, both
for the army and ficet, though the acdmiralty

is
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is built on the wefll end of the citadel, inclofed
with a deep ditch and rampart, with baftions
mounted with eannon. The Rulfian and
Armenian merchants inhabit the eaftern fub-
urbs, the Ruffiaus only the fouth and north,
but the ancient Tartar inhabitants live in the
fuburbs next to the admiraley. - Within the
city none of the Tartars are permitted to
live, and they are forced to evacuate the eity
every evening before fun-fet; if they are found
in it after that time, they are {ent to a guard-
houfe, there being one at every gate, and next
morning are feverely winppcd con the bare
back. :
The Indians, and {ome Armemans,- are
permitted to live in two {pacious caravanie-
ras, which have only two ports, at which
guards are kept day and night ; they are in-
clofed with high ftone walls. ’

The kingdom of Aftrachan on the fouth is
confined by Circaflia, and 44 degrees 10 mi-
nutes north latitude, on the welt by 62 de-
grees 30 minutes eaft longitude, on the north
by 52 degrees north latitude, and on the eaft
by 69 degrees eaft longitude, as they com-
pute ; for the inhabitants have no certain
knowledge of the extent of this great king-
dom to the caft, poffibly it may‘reach to the
Jaik river, or further.

CHAP.
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CH ArBoinlIVie

Being an Account of the Faik river z'rzbabitafzt:;'
and a relation of what paffed there, with

< fome  Anecdotes which the Author was ins
formed of from creditable People; &e.

EFORE I treat of what properly coneerns
Aftrachan, I thought it would be agree-

able to the reader, to be informed of the na-
tioris which live on the confines of that king-
dom. The Coflacks inhabit the Don on the
eaft. - - Circaffia is-on the fouth, an account of
“which I fhall give in the courfe of my travels,
when I arrive in that country. The kingdom
of Cazan, and part of Siberia, bound Aftra-
chan on the north, but to the eaft, as I faid
before, the inhabitants are ignorant of their
proper limits, it being all defart, except the
forts of Ilek, Borodinikoi, and Orenburgh,
which properly belong to the provinee of U.
fimfkaja. |
The river Jaik takes its rife in very diffe-
rent parts, both fouth and north. I fhall de-
fcribe its courfe from the north. Streams run
from the mountains and lakes in Ufimfkaja in
the north latitude of 54 degrees 20 minutes,
and %79 degrees caft longitude ; it continues
its courfe fouth-eaft through a vaft defart, and
difembogues itfelf into the Cafpian fea, fouth-
{fouth-
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fouth-caft from the city of Aftrachan, diftant
about 140 verfts. At the diftance of 2 or
300 verfts north from the mouth of this river,
there is « large firong town, which a colony
of Don’s Coflacks built, and at prefent inha-
bit ; they called it Jaik after the river. It
feems that they hitherto have bravely defend-
ed themfelves againit all the different. Tartar
tribss which {urround them. BetwixtAfirachan
city and Tfaritzin and the river Jaik, till
you arrive at the town Jaik, there is not
one . fixed inhabited place.” This vaft de-
- fart, neverthelefs, is inhabited by different
hoards of wild Tartars, which annoy their ci-
vilized neighbours very much. They who
roam next the Cafpian are called Karakal-
paaks, and they who roam to the north of
the Karakalpaaks are called Kirgees and Baf-
keers, they are {aid to profefs the Mahomedan
religion : Many' broils yearly happen betwixt
them and the Kalmucks, nor is it in the pew-
er of Ruffia to prevent this, although, as fhall
be hereafter explained, they are at no fmall
charges and trouble to keep peace amongit
them.

The Kirgees and Bafkeers, in the latter end
of the year 1739, being Mahomedans, and
underftanding that the Ruilians carried on a
bloody war againft their brethren the Turks,
without the fmalleft provecation, fell fudden-
ly upon the open and defencelefs villages in
the fouth of Umfimafofkaja province, mur-
dered all the very old people who unluckily

Pp fell
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fell in their way, together with the infants,
and carried with them all the young people
of both {exes, propofing, cither to keep them
for {laves, or elfe fell them to others.

They could not have perpetrated fuch vil-
kiay in a worfe time for themfelves.  Vafilic
Nikiritch Tarifhoff was governor in Orenburg,
2 man, though Icannot commend his morals,

as fir o treat with fach barbasians as any one
in Ruifia, of whom I fhali have occafion to
fay more afterwards. This governor, who
had his {pies every where, foon, not only got
notice of the horrid depredations the Kirgees
#ad committed, but certain advice where they
were ; and that they were Jiving at all eafe,
woid of care, and quite indifferent about what
thcy had been doing. He prelently difpatched
3000 regular troops, and 3000 Coflacks, un-
 der able commanders, with proper inftrudii-
ops.  They marched with all fecrecy, and,
ahbough the Kingees were faid to be upwards
of 20,000 fighting men ftrong, the Ruffians
#£ell on them in 2 morning, and made 2 terrible
flaughter ; few got away. The Rullians, who
were with them, obtained their liberty, and
the Kirgee and Bafkeer women 2nd children
were, in their turn, made prifoners ; for the
Ruflians killed none, but fuch as were able to
(CALTy Arms.
- This relation I had from a furgeon of dra-
‘goons, who was in the aflion, and had four
-meale and female childeen for his fhare; he |
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that he might have got'too, if he' conld havé
maintained them. He told me, that they
were much pinched for want of provifions
for fuch a number of peoplé in the defart:
That the foldiers have been known to fell &-
‘ther a boy or a girl for a pinch of fauff ; and
Mr Tatithoff, afterwards governor of Aftra-
<han, confirmed this relation, which Mr Chen-
mitzer, for that was the furgeon’s name, had
told me. Since that terrible mafficre, they
Never more were heard of, fo long as  ftaid
n Ruflia. < 20

I faid, that the Coffacks had firit found out
that fine river Jaik, and built a town to which
they gave the name of the river. They for-
tified it firongly, {o as to become refpected
by the ftrongeft hoards of Tartars, and, of
courfe, they were a good barrier to the Ruf-
fian dominions. They acquired great riches
by fithing and hunting, but fithing was their
principal ftaple, which, when they had cured,
they carried by water to Aftrachan, and fold
them there to be fent to Ruffia. -

Before Peter the Great’s time, though the
Volga abounded with the beit fith in the
world, fithing was of no benefit to the crown.
A poor peafant, named Demidioff, whom I
Wwas intimately acquainted with, when he was
very rich: He could neither read nor write,
yet he began that ufeful branch of commerce:
He improved it fo much, that when Peter
was in Aftrachan the firlt time, he fent for

him

4
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him, who told the Emperor all his {chemes,
and made it evident to his penetrating genius,
that, if he had a finall funy of money, he was
in condition to make this one of the beft
branches of trade in Aftrachan. The Grear
Peter ordered him 20,000 rubles, and gave
him all encouragement, prohibiting any to
moleft him in any fhape, In a few years
thereafter, Demidioff paid off the Emperor’s
money, and had many vellcls of burden on
the Volga. When I was there, he had fhips
of 200 tons trading to Perfia, and was e-
{teemed ene of the richelt merchants in Aflra-
chan.

The fithing became {o refpectable, that tax-
ations were laid upon it, before I arrived there,
‘and a cantoir was ereted to take care that
_they were duly collected ; over and above this,
the crown feized upon the ichthyocolla, and
-all kind of glew. Many years after this, the
-court got notice, that, in a {hort time, the Jaik
fithery would even vie with that of Aftrachan,
and refolved to eftablifh a cantoir in Jaik, in
the fame manner as they had done in Aftra-
chan: In confequence of this, proper officers
and writers were difpatched to Jaik,  (This
‘happened about the time of my arrival.
When they arrived, they fent for the Coffacks,
al;\d declared to them the Imperial decree,
prohlbly in a haufruty threatening manner.
" TheCoflacks ftared at this, and urged that they
-had firft found out this river; that thcy paid as
mu{:h as any of the Don Coflacks, from whom

they
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were {prung ; that they were always true and
faithful to the Empire ; that they had, by
great labour and expence, built this town,
and had defended themfelves againit all their
neighbouring Tartar enemies, without the af-
fiftance -of Ruflia, at a very great expence . of
their blood ; and laftly, that, if it were not
for fear of them, even Orenburgh would be
in no {mall danger from the great Tartar
Prince Jean-beck-bater, who was able to af-
femble an army of 100,000 fighting men ea-
{ily, and who had often put Orenburgh in no
fmall fright, notwithftanding thcu' formi-
dable garrifon, &c. Thele were their principal
reafons ; but, to fuch high lords, they fignifi-
ed nothing, and they infifted, not only to le-
vy the taxes propofed, but alfo forthwith to
have a refpectable garrifon eftablifhed there.
This was a bitter piil, and fo very naufe-
ous, that that very night they fummoned a
council of the Coflacks, and determined not
to fwallow it. Next morning, they waited
upon thefe new-comers; and fent them head-
long into the other world, by drowning them
in the river. Several exprefles were difpatch-
ed after that from Peterfburgh, to know what
.could be the reafon they never had received
any report from Jaik. The Coffacks fent
them all the fame way. At laft, Mr Tati(-
hoft’ was employed to find out what was be-
come of the commiflioners: He indeed got .
notice that they were all drowned ; but, at

the
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the fame time, advifed the court to take né
Farther notice of it, till the country was bet-
ter peopled, and a few forts built about them,
And thus this affair ended to the fatisfaction
of the Coffacks., Certainly a government
knows very little of found policy, if they
think it a good fcheme to opprels borderers.
Men, who think they are unreafonably op-
prefled, will not fail, upon all occafions, to
vake the firft opportunity they meet with, to
fliake them{eclves free of thcir'oppmfrors, even
at the rifk of fLife and liberty. How much
blood the Romans, Englifh, and Scots, have
Joft, only to maintain their liberty, every per-
fon knows, or may be informed of by hiftory -
And we have frequently feen, from very
fiaall beginnings, that many governments
have been quite overturned, and much blood
and treaftire loft, by the ill-founded fchemes
of a2 weak, or wicked adminiftration. :

C AP, BV,
What bappened at our firft coming to Afrachan,

AVING in fome meafure cleared the

way, and made the reader acquainted

with the neighbourhood of Aftrachan, T pro-
- pofe to let him know what 15 worthy of no-~
tice at the Prince’s arrival.  He was within
three or four miles of the city, when many
officers,

I —
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officers, and the principal inhabitants of rhe
city, to the number of fome hundreds, ap-
proached him, and, on theice, which was ve.
ry bad, paid their compliments to him, which
he, in the moft obliging manner, peculiar fp
lumf'clf returned as he paffed on. -

They then returned behind the governor’s
Juite, and fo drove on to the city. Whenhe
entered under the principal port, the cannon
bcgan there, and were fired off quite round
the city and citadel. When he entered the
citadel, he was there received by the guards
under arms, who paid their compliments with
their arms, drums, and mufic. He next ar-
rived at the governor’s palace, and there was
{aluted by his own proper guard, confifting
of a captain’s command, viz. 120 men under
arms, and a complete band of mufic.

I gave directions to my fervant to get fome
room to put up my bed in for that night, till
1 fhould have mare leifure to feek out a con-
venient lodging, and then went to fee my
fick provided for. I had not been long a-
bout that, when the Princefs defired me to go
into the great hall, where the Prince was.
I did fo: He was ftanding {peaking with the
principal officers, civil and military. There
was one tall well-made old man, that bore 2
very diftinguifhed deportment, but he feem-
ed very penfive. I inguired who he was? and
. was anfwered by the captain on duty, that
his pame was Younger ; that he was a briga-

dier
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dier, and commandant of the city ; that it was
thought he had almoft Toft his judgment by a
fright, which he would acquaint me of when
more at leifure ; and laftly, that his father
was a Scots: gentleman.

A great number of merchants entered the
hall, every one having fome coftly prefent for
the Prince ; fome with different wines, fruits,
and {weet-meats of all kinds ; others with rich
filks, fattins, brocades, the produce of India
and Perfia ; otheérs with cloths, &¢. When
the Prince obferved them, he, in his homely
way, returned them thanks, and faid, Gen-
tlemen, I doubt not but you are accuftomed
to make prefents to your new governors, but
T am {o fimple, that T never could take a pre-
{ent in my life, and therefore beg you’ll let
them be carried home : I am determined to
diftribute juftice, as far as my judgment fhall
direct me, to great and {mall alike. The ho-
mneft man is always my bofom-friend, whate-
ver his condition otherways may be.  And
‘T am to inform you, that, after this admoni-
tion, if any fhall bring prefents to the Princefs
or any of my family, (you may believe me to -
be fincere) I will look upon that perfon as my
enemy, and fhall fhun him accordingly.

Then he, turned to the gentlemen of the ar-
'my, and faid, Gentlemen, you and I are quite
ftrangers ; I hope you fhall experience, that I
-am an honeft man, and confequently love
‘honeft men, and fuch as delight in doing their

duty
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duty to her Majefty. Such I fhall alivays e-
fteem and honour, whether their rank is great
or {fmall. I have no doubt of every one’s
obferving his duty, in his different ftation.
I have only faid this, that I may at once be
known to you. All the gentlemen returned
him thanks becaufe he {poke his mind fo free-
ly.  The merchants fent off their pre-
fents to their own homes ; but one might
eafily have feen furprize in their countenan-
ces, and, (by this time I underftood the Ruf-
fian language very well,) I overheard them
making their different remarks, though all a-
greed 'that they never had feen a governor; at
his firft arrival, before this, refufe a prefent ;
becaufe, fay they, fuch prefents are not given
by way of bribes, nar can fuch prefents bear
any other interpretation, than that of a certain
regard which they wanted to exprefs for the
_perfon of their governor. '

He happened to calft his eye upon me, and
deflired to {peak with me. He aiked, It I
was fatigued with my journey ? and feveral
other queftions he put to me, as if he had
been my father. I told him, that I only want-
ed a lodging. He faid, in the moft affectio-
nate manner, that where-ever he lodged, I
fhould have my fhare. Then he turned to
the gentlemen, and faid fo much about me
that I fhall not repeat it,-and withdrew to the
Princefs, and told her what had paffed. ‘She
was very well pleafed at every thing, but his

Q q fo
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fo very peremptorily refufing the prefents, ¢.
fpecially as it never was forbidden, even by
Peter the Great, who did not refufe to take
a prefent, purely from the refpect people had
for him.

After a fhort ftay, the gentlemen retired,
and left the governor and his family to put
their affairs to rights, and take their repofe,
" which indeed we needed, fince we left
TAchornaya, becaufe we had no houfes be-
twixt that city and Aftrachan to lodge in, ex-
cept zemlenkes, which, as has already been
defcribed, are buil under-ground, and there-
fore not agreeable to every one ; add to this,
that we were obliged to keep ftrict watch, lefk
the Kalmucks made an aflault upon us un-
provided.

C H A P.. LVI

Concerning the Inhabitants and. other Pcople -
wing in, and immediately about Aftrachan.

. USSTANS, in our days, are the natural,
R and the greateft number of the inhabi-
* tants of the city of Aftrachan, but the king-
dom is inhabited by Kalmucks and Nagai
Tartars ; the laft of which are the defcend-
ents of the antient inhabitants, who were con-
quered by Ivan Vafilitch the tyrant. They,

at
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at this day, pay very ‘great refpedt to their
chiefs, who are called by them Murzas. y

The city is inhabited by great numbers of
Georgians, who embrace the Greek religion,
and ferve in the army, as alfo Armenians.
They do not feek much after any other glory
than merchandife, and are reckoned as cun-
ning as the Jews, though they all profefs the
Chriftian religion. I have often thought, and
am flill of opinion, that they, viz. the Arme-
nians and Georgians, are the defcendents of
the Jews who were fent into captivity by Ne-
buchadrezzar. They are liker the Jews than
any other people I ever faw, and, though they
are Chriftians, yet they have all the cunning
and deceit of their progenitors.

There are many Perfians, and various kinds
of Tartars, which Tdo not rank among the
inhabitants, becaufe they plead dependence
upon their own proper countries.

The Kalmucks properly inhabit that great
defart lying betwixt the rivers Volga and
Don, having Circaflia on the fouth, and
the line, already deferibed, running betwixt
the Volga and the Don on the north, They
till no land, but feed their numerous flocks.
They have no fixed place of abode, but emi-
grate from one place to another continually,
living in tents made in the form of bee-hives;
the better kinds are covered with felt, and the
poorer fort with rufhes or reeds. The Kal-
mucks Jive in the berders of Cnmﬂ' ia in the

winter
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winter feafon, but, when the {pring advances, .

they proceed northerly, even to Tfaritzin,
and return back again as the winter draweth
nigh. There are many different hoards, tho’
they are all one kind of people, feemingly
without mixture ; every hoard has a chief,

but all their chiefs are fubject to one Prince,

called Chan. Their Chan conftantly keeps a
refident in Aftrachan, to take care that his
fubjects have juftice done them ; and a cap-
tain prefides over a cantoir, where many wri-
ters and interpreters are kept in pay for that
purpofe. .

The Ruffians pretend, that they are fub-
jeéts of their empire : The Kalmucks deny
that altogether, but alledge, that they are hap-

y in being under their protettion. The
f{uﬂians always keep a refident at the Chan’s
court, with 2 or 300 foldiers, that he may
reprefent every thing neceflary to the Chan.
It was Donduk Ambo who reigned over
them, when we arrived in Aftrachan. This
prince kept very good order, and was a fe-
vere difciplinarian : There were very few great
robberies in his days, but when any happen-

ed to be brought to him, who had committed

any heinous crime, he caufed break their arms
and legs, and let them be expefed to the wild
beafts, without meat or drink, till they expi-
red. They profefs the religion of the Chi-
nefe, and pay worihip to idols, but acknow-
ledge, that they are only idols to exprefs the

great
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great regard they have for fome of their faints,
They acknowledge only one God, keep. holi-
days, and have no unbecoming way of wor-
fhip. = They praife God by vocal and inftru-
mental mufic, having at fuch times books in
their hands, the notes of which are wrote
from the top to the bottom of the page. Their
mufic confifts of flringed inftruments and
cymbals, to which they beat time, and in-
deed it is by no means difagreeable, They
have a {pear about eight feet long, headed as
other {pears, broad, and double gilt, the neck
of the head is encornpaﬂ'ed by a ring, towhich
a leather thong is faftened of about a foot
long, to the end of which a piece of lead or
other metal is made faft, When they wor-
thip, one placeth the end of this {pear on the
ground, and, by an imperceptible motion of
the hand, caufeth the metal turn round, du-
ring the time of their worfhip. = Upon enqui-
ry, they informed me, that this rotation was
an emblem of eternity.

They -certainly believe in a future flate,
and have fome fingular rejoicing in the time
of new moons, by buildingr a fmall tower of
earth, placing on it veflels h]]ed with oil and
other materials, which they {et fire to, and
which exhibits light of different colours, round
which they dance, gambol, and fing, They
marry only one wife at once, nor muft they
know other women during their marriage-
ftate, Their ceremony of marriage is rea-

fonable,
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fonable, though not agreeable to the cuftoms
of any other country I know. It is thus: A
young pair, agreed betwixt themfelves, retire,
and live as man and wife for one year. If
the young woman produceth a child in the
fpace of one year, the marriage is completed
and lawful ; but if not, they either make an-
other year’s trial, or part : Nor is the woman
in the leaft reflected upon ; fhe is as greedily
picked up for another trial by others, as if {he
were a young virgin.

Women, when married, are faithful to their
“hufbands, for a contrary practice is punithable
with death, if the hufband is {fo minded, and
he is alfo executioner. An example of this
I was once very forry to fee. Some young
men, belonging to my hofpital, returning one
evening home from the city, and having been
overtaken with liquor, as they pafled to the
hofpital by a few Kalmuck tents, they went in,
and gave the woman liquor to intoxicate her.
The hufband not being prefent when they
came there, gave them opportunities of ufing
what liberties they pleafed with the woman.
In fhort, it was faid, fhe was caught by her
hufband in the very act. He difmifled her
gueflts without quarrelling with them, thereaf-
ter put his wife to death, and, next morning,
I, with others, faw him dragging the dead bo-
dy towards a bridge, from the middle of
which he threw her into the river.
' Their




T-R AV E L s 311

Their priefts never marry, but then: they
have a right, by their law, to go into a.ny
man’s wife for a night.  The men are {o far
from refenting this, that they take it as a very
great honour done to thém. Their priefis
have no riches, for they are free to ufe any
thing belonging to any of the Kalmucks, as
their own property. They make pilgrimages
to China, for inftruétions and beneditions
from their lama or high prieft.

I hope our reverend fathers will not be dif=
obliged at this narration, as I write nothing
but what I have been informed of by many
to be true ; and, Iam of opinion, that few
young men, in the vigour of youth, could
refift the cravings of the moft fenfible defires
and pafiions, in a country where there is not
only no reftraint, but where it is thought to
be a part of their duty, and undoubted rights
and privileges. _

Their burials are very fingular. I was
told, that they bury, as we do, in the earth
for a certain number of years; for an equal
number, they throw their dead into the wa-
ter, for another they burn the dead bodies; and
laftly, at equal terms they expofe the naked
bodies on the ground, to be devoured by any
animal; but they think, if their dogs eat them,
it is a great fign of happinefs in their after-
ftate. I am very certain that they drew them
out from their tents but a very fhort {pace, to
be devoured by any beaft or fow], all the time

I was
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I was at Aftrachan, and that their dogs fed
chicﬂy on them and ﬁﬂ.‘l, till I got a ftop put
to it, as the reader will be informed of in the
fequel. © They make continual wars or de-
predations upon - their neighbours, but parti-
cularly againft the Karacalpaaks, which obli-
geth the Ruffians 'to keep about three regi-
ments of dragoons, and 4 or 5000 Coflacks,
upon the banks of the Volga every fummer,
to prevent their pafling that river. But ge-
nerally it happens, that the Kalmucks have
done the Karacalpaaks all ‘the damage they
could for the year, before the Ruilians can
get to their ftations ; becaufe the Kalmucks
pafs the river on the ice, and travel into the
Karacalpaak country at the time when they
are leaft on their guard, murder and deftroy
great numbers, and carry many into captivi-
ty, together with their herds and numerous
flocks of cattle.

The Karacalpaaks can purfite them no fur-
ther than the Volga, becaufe, by the time
they arrive upon the eaftern banks, the Ruf-
fians have formed their line, and deny them
paffage. The Karacalpaaks can only act a-
gainft them in the winter feafon, when their
formidable ftrength inhabit the defart on the
borders of Circaflia, 5 or 600 verfls from the
weft fide of the Volga; wherefore they kill
and deftroy all the poor Kalmucks which hap-
pen to fall in their way.. Of their actions
inftances will be given in the courfe of my

travels.
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travels. The Kalmucks are a very fwérrhy,
broad faced, fmall eyed people. ‘They are
indeed very ftrong and robuft ; their nofes
are very little raifed above their faces, except
at the noftrils, where you obferve two large
broad holes. The Nagai and Karacalpaaks
are a little fwarthy, from their being, I fup-
pofe, in the ficlds during the fummer {eafon,
but in other refpeéts, they are as well formed
as any man in Furope, and their women
are very agreecable. The Nagai till and
dre(s the grounds, in which they fow millet,
pulfe, oats, and Indian wheat, with a vari-
ety of the fineft melons in the world.  They
live in houfes in the neighbourhood of Aftra-
chan in the winter {ealon, but drefs the land,
feed their herds, hunt, and fith during the
fummer ; and, for their greater conveniency,
live in tents, not very unlike the Kalmucks,
but much more cleanly every way.

No broils happen betwixt the Nagai and
Kalmucks ; for the Nagai inhabit the iflands
betwixt Aftrachan and the Cafpian fea, where-
as the Kalmucks are obliged to feed their
flocks in ‘the defart to the weft of the Volga.
Their cattle are dromedaries, horfe, horned
cattle, and fheep, very fingular for their tails,
called by the inhabitants kardruick. The -
tails weigh about one-fourth of the fheep.
They are very large, rather bigger than any
Tever faw in England. In the beginning of
fummer, the Kalmucks fhear the hair from

Rr the
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the dromedaries, and fell it to the Afira-
chan merchants. I fuppofe it is what we
call mohair. -1 frequently have worn cloth
made of it. Their Prince always keeps ftrong
guards of 20, 30, or even 40,000 warriors
about his perfon. Their arms are fcymi-
tars, bows and arrows. They are the beft
bowmen, I believe, in the world, learning the
bow from their infancy. They never fubmit to
afk their lives, and {eldom give quarter to a-
ny enemy ; nor has the otmoft Ruflian fe-
verity been able to curb this barbarous dif-

ofition ; it was for this that they were ex-
pelied the Ruffian army in the late war againft
* his Pruilian Majefty. :

They are the moft hardy of the whole hu-
man race. I am told, that they eat any
thing, and in a march, they would not go a
mile out of their way to pafs any river a
mile broad. They plunge into the water,
and proceed with the greateft intrepidity.

CHAP. LVL

Concerning the Soif, Animals, Vegetables, and
Minerals about the City of Aftrachan.

: R Hanway, as was faid, placeth Aftra-
YA chan on the long ifland : But the inha-
bitants, who ought to know beft, call it the
ifland of Hares. In the true fenfe, itis not
a large
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a large ifland, for a branch of the “Volga
wathes it from the north round the eaft fide,
and, at the diftance of two miles fouth, it
¢afts off a fmall branch which runs ftralghti
weft, and falls again into the Volga, about
a mile or two fouth from the city. The foil,
not only of this ifland, but of" the reft, and
alfo of the defart, is very light and fandy,
but it is fo very much mixed with fale, that
it produceth only, naturally, a great variety
of Kals, vaft quantities of liquorice, reeds,
genifta aculeata, an herb called Aftracha-
nia, nitraria, and others of the like nature.
The earth will produce no grain, unlefs it
has, during the winter feafon, lain under
water ; avherefore the Tartars have great
dikes, which they open or fhut, as they in-
tend to have grain, or wath out the falt,
when they intend to fow a piece of ground,
they cut through the dike on the loweﬂ end
of the valley, and let out the water which
formed a lake the preceeding year, and, in -
two or three days, fromthe exceflive heat and
drought of the climate, it is fit for tilling
then they drefs it, and fow it with w hat oram
they pleafe, and it is incredible what increafe
it produces, whether grain or fruits.

They fow many different kinds of melons
and pompions which they eat with bread : The
water melon, I was told by our countrymen
who had been in the Weft Indies and Italy,
is ‘far preferable to any growing in thefe

.
COUNntrics ;
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countrics : Indeed, I drank little liquor to fa-
tisfy nature, when I could get the water me-
lon; it is extremely healthy, but the other
melons are very dangerous, proclucmg agues
accompanied with dylfenteries.  Aftrachan
produceth the largeft grapes I ever {aw, and
very agreeable to eat, though, the wine has
a fharpnels uncommon, which I believe pro-
ceeds from the falt of the earth. There are
two kinds of mulberries here, the red and
the white, the white kind, or a particular
kind of white mulberries, had almoft killed
fome of the Prince’s fervants by vomiting
exceflively, and if I had not been prefent,
and prevented, his children would have
fhared the fame fate.

Aftrachan gardens produce very many
vegetables, but they muit be f'requently water-
ed for the heat and drought is very great,
and ﬂlowers are {feldom feen here, indeed in
the evenings and night-time, there falls a
very great dew, dangerous for the ftranger ;
but this is far from bemcr {ufficient to wafh
the falts from the earth : For an hour after
fun-rife, the falt lies upon the {urface of the
carth like a hoar-froft.

The inhabitants of Aftrachan are blefled
with all kinds of tame animals which we have,
and by a far greater number of wild than
we have, or than I can defcribe ; the follow-
ing is a fample, wild {wine, deer of differ-
ent kinds, fuch as the elk, red and fallow

deecr
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deer, and the antelope, which in the defart
roam in herds to the number of {fome hun-
dreds: The laft mentioned is not well known,
and therefore I fhall give the following de-
{cription of it, which may be relied upon, be-
caufe I have killed very many. The ante-
lope is about the bignefs of a fallow deer, of
a white gray colour, the head refembles fome-
thing that of a cow, but its nofe has no
griftle, and feels in your hand as foft as vel--
vet, it has beautiful black, yet bright promi-
nent eyes, they are all purblind, fo that a
man may eafily get within fhot of them, they
are legged and footed like other deer, they
have a pan‘ of beautiful horns, not branch-
ed, tapering from the root to the top, they
have rings at equal diftances from the root
to the top, but they are not fpiral as fome
write, their flefh is extremely tender and de-
licious, but I think it has fome tafte of mufk,
which was the reafon that I could never eat
of it above twice or thrice in one year; They
are very {wift, but cannot, in the winter fea-
fon, efpecially, hold it out long; for I
have taken them frequently with grayhounds,
although, at their firft fetting out, they out-
run the dogs by far. They are the fineft
runners I ever beheld, you would imagine,
as they run from you, that they incline very
much to one fide, and that their feet fcarce-
ly touch the ground.

Hareg
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Hares are in very great plenty : T never
faw in Aftrachan, nor heard of either bears or
wolves, and I fufpeét this may proceed from
the want of their natural coverts, woods : for
theére are no woods, except in the iflands,
and in the time of high water, the iflands
are all covered over, except the higher kind,
and the Tartars of all nations are naturally
fo keen hunters, that they would foon extir-
pate any number : Nothing but the f{wift-
nefs of deer keeps up the breed There are
wild horfes in Aftrachan as I was informed,
but I never faw any of them alive, they are
run down, and hunted like other wild ani-
mals, and it is faid, they are excellent food,
which I believe to be true. 1 have eaten
what was called wild horfe, but it was much
preferable to any beef.

- At an entertainment, my wifc being with
child, Mr Thomfon, our landlord acqnfuntcd
me, that therc was to be a difh of horfe-
ftakes, and defired I fhould acquaint Mrs
Cook, Ieft, if {he got notice afterwards, it
might prove of bad confequence to her: I
did fo, fhe did not eat, but I did, our com-
pany numbered nine, and except Mrs Cook,
every one eat plentifully, and declared they
pever had caten {o good beef in England,
for they imagined it was beef. One Mrs Bell,
who loved what was good very well, declar-
ed that fhe never bad eaten fuch beef in Nor-
thumberland, where fhe was born, but after

fhe
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fhe was informed that it was horfe flefh, fhe
foon turned fick, and threw it up ; bug J
imagine this proceeded neither from the bad
quahty of the ftakes, nor from the dehcac}r
of her conftitution, but truly from the quan-
tity fhe had eaten, which was not the moft
moderate. |
Before 1leave this fubject, I am obliged
to mention one of the moft beautiful quad-
rupeds that [ ever faw, it is called by the
Ruffians and Circaffians, the wild-goat, and
1s properly a native of Caucafus. I never
{aw more than one, which was fent as a very
great prefent to the Prince: It is faid, that
there are many of them, but that they in-
habit the moft inaccefiible mountains in Cau-
cafus, where neither horfes nor hounds can
with fafety pafs; wherefore, though they
thoot them fometimes, yet it is very rare that
they can catch them alive ; this was living,
and did not feem to be old. It was neither
fo bulky nor fo high, nor indeed any way
refembled a goat, it had no beard, which in-
deed might have proceeded from its youth:
It had a well-proportioned head, with gentle
tapering jaws ,beautifully prominent, bright
fiery black eyes; the head fixed to a long
tapering neck, w hich grew agreeably great-
er, till it reached the well formed breaft, the
body of a very regular length, with a gentle
belly, and ftrong well built pofieriors, taper-
tug legs, and cloven hoofs, with a fmall tail

like
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like a deer ; it is all over {potted brown and
white, but rather wreathed on the fides. I
was told that it is good venifon, but never
tafted it ; the Prince fent it into Ruflia.

All the world have heard of the wonderfu]
baronetze, philofophers and naturalifts were
divided in opinion about it, they could not
adjudge it to be an animal, nor properly a
vegetable: It was faid that the baro-
netze grew in the kingdom of Aftrachan,
upon a ftalk two foot high, from the top of
which grew a lamb-like fruit, covered with a
fine fur every way refembling that of a young
Jamb ! Who are ignorant that the Armenian
or other merchants fold one to the late King
of Pruffia, which he as a very great curiofity,
made a prefent of it to the Royal Society ?
‘who fufpeéting a fraud, afked and obtained
leave of the King to diffeét it : within the
fkin, they difcovered faw-duft or fome other

materials with which it was ftuffed, and the
navel pierced with a ftick, which was fo fix-
ed, as to appearance, looked like a ftalk. Tt
was allo {aid that no grafs grew within {fome
feet diftance of this baronetze, becaufe no
doubt, it was fuppofed that the monfter eat
it up! for it had a mouth, nor could it mifs ;
becaufe it was only a lamb-fkin fluffed. So
full’ of this whim, was our Archiator Dr
Fither, that he, at the defire of his corre-
{pondents, wrote to Mr Malioch, cur field a-
pothec'\ry, Mr Swartze, and me, to make all

diligent
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diligent fearch for this wonderful herb, the’ it
was then known the Royal Society had made
the difcovery I juft now mentioned, but no
~doubt he imagined that though the King of
Pruffia had been impofed upon, yet fuch
wonderful vegetables might exift. = We, o-
bedient to our Archiator, made fearch, we
alfo afked all the different Tartars who  in-
habit. the defarts of Aftrachan, and were ri-
dicul~d and laughed at, as we very well de-
ferved, thefe people jnftly wondering that
men who were f{aid to be very learned, could,
upon fueh {light informations, be fo very
eafily impofed upon ; and from this, infer-
ring, how properly I fhall not fay, that much
of our learning was certainly chimerical.

C H AP LVIL
A Continuation of the Hiftory of Animals.

HE plumed inhabitants of Aftrachan are

too numerous for me to give an account

of them, and indeed, I fcarcely believe that
the different nations who inhabit and traverfe
that kingdom, put all together, are equal to
fuch a tafk ; I fhall however, give a fhort
defcription of a few, leaving the reft to men
who have more time, and abler pens than

I pretend to. : —
5L The
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The pelican of the defart, onocrotalus or
pelecamls being the largeft fowl, T begin
with it. Itis as large as the gray cagle, which
1 think is greater than the fwan, it i3 endowed
with a very long bill pomted but broad
where it joins the head; the upper haif'is very
folid, but the lower is as it were two horns,
from the point diverging towards the head ;
betwixt which is a very capacious large bag
fufficient to take in a very large fifh, fuppofe
a carp, which I have feen them {wallow with
eafe, the head is large, the neck well proporti-
aned to the bignefs of the fowl, as is the body,
the wings and tail are very long to carry fuch
a weight : They are of a2 white gray colour,
are great fifhers, and flock together to the
number of 2 or 300. They {it upon the
banks of the river through the day and night-
time, and only filh in the morning and e-
vening. When they fith they fly to a bank, the
bottom of which they can nearly reach with
their feet, which are webbed fomething like
a goofe, and join one to one in fuch a man-
ner, that a fith can fcarcely pafs by them, e-
fpecially becaufe they join their wings to
their neighbours, and immerfing them and
their fpread tails into the water, form a very
great line fomething refembling a crefcent,
encloﬁno' all the finall fifh betwixt them and
the ﬂmrc, to which they proceed flowly,
picking up the fifh till they are got on fhore,
which they do very nimbly: It is a very

harmlefs
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harmlefs bird, only a great deﬂ:myer of fifh,

Where they hatch their young Tknow not: They
tafte fo much of fi(h that they are not eaten by
the inhabitants, and they depart towards Perfia
in the winter. Another there is, which the
Ruflians likeways call pelican, the Germans
lebel ganfe : The body of it is white as fnow,
its legs are long and black, as is its bill,
which from round near the head turns an inch
broad at leaft at the fartheft extremity, it is full
of tharp prickles fit to hold any thing it may
catch, it is as white as fnow; and from the hind
part of the head grow five or {ix long milk-
white beautiful feathers, which the Emprefs
Anne and her ladies wore, placcd in fockets
of gold on their head-drefs ; the body of this
pelican is about as big as a Mufcovy duck;
they are fithers, and through the whole day
run upon the banks of fhallow lakes, conti-
nually direting their broad bill from ene
{ide to the other, that they may readily ap-
prehend their fith. They are not very de-
licious food; becaufe they partake of the
filh tafte, though I have frequently eaten
them.

There is another water-fowl called by the
Ruflians corovaika, it is all of a colour,
but not quite black ; it is about’the bignefs of
a hen, has a long crooked black bill like a
{hipe but much longer, it lives and feeks its
food on the banks of the rivers and lakes, yet
it docs not tafte of filh : Its flefkis brown, but

extremely
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extremely delicious, although it is not fat, it
is very tender, it is not fhy. Whercfore they
are eafily killed. There are very many
{wans, and a very great variety of ducks. [
{hall only defcribe two kinds which are not
known in this country, at leaft I have not
heard of them, and I am fo far diftant from
any good libraries, that I only can confult
my own. One kind is of a brown-red co-
lour, but more red on the breaft than any
other part of the body: They fly in flocks,
but a little fcattered, and are always near
rivers or lakes, though I never faw any of
them f{wimming. If you happen to kill
one of them, all thofe who heard the re-
port of the gan, immediately take wing and
fly towards the place where the fowler ftands ;
and if he does not conceal the killed duck,
they continue {o long to fly round, making
a very mournful tone, that an indifferent
good fport{man may kill a very great num-
ber of them without altering his fituation :
But they are not good to eat, tafting very
dry, hard, and fithy. There is another kind
extremely fmall not bigger than a quail, it is
very beautiful, exaélly fhaped like a duck,
but the feathers are curioufly diverfified with
green, white, red and yellow. They are
fhy, and I imagine never were eaten. I on-
Iy once killed one at Derbent with a ball ;
you have no chance with {mall fhot, as they
permit none to come {o near them.
' I (hall
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I fhall juft mention another water-fowl,
and make an end of them. The one I mean
is' of a white colour, but a little variegated
with either black or green. It has two ve
long legsired as blood, and wades deep into
the water ; the bill is red, but from the head
it proje@s in a horizontal figure, and then it
makes an angle, and turns downwards ‘to-
wards the breaft. It fithes by wading, but
does not {vim. Every kind of fowls which
are to be found on the land of Great Britain,
are alio to be found here, and therefore I {hall
not deflcribe them ; only I cannot pafs by
one remarkable accident, which happened
long after I arrived in Aftrachan. One day
walking by a large field of millet, in company -
with another, my dog went among the millet
and {prung fome quails, fome of which we
fhot. A Tartar, to whom the field belonged,
came to us. We imagined,* before he came
near us, that he defigned to chide us for per-
mitting the dog to go among the millet, and
would, for that reafon, have been glad we had
been fomewhere elfe; not that we were in the
leaft afraid of any thing the Tartar could do,
but the thoughts of having wantenly wrong-
ed a hfumlcls kind of people, were very (ui-
agreeable. In fhort, when he came to us, he
with great courtely told us, that thefe birds
deftroyed his millet, and that if we liked the
diverfion of killing them, if we would take
the trouble to go into the field among the
millet, it was probﬂblt we would get 100 for

one :
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one ;: He faid he would go to his tent and
provide fome delicious melons by the time
we fhould return, not doubting but that we
would be very thirfty., -

We readily agreed to this {cheme, and, as
few people fhot there, killed a great many,
We arrived in his tent afterwards, and obfer-
ved, that we did not care to walk among his
millet, left we fhould deftroy much with our
fect and the dogs. He returned for anfwer,
that it was true that we might deftroy fome,
but that men never would deftroy much; and
affirmed, that the quails deflroyed more than
if many men were to pafs through it daily,
after it was once headed. He faid, that men
naturally, for the love they had for grain, ne-
ver would rafhly tread-it down, but carefully
mark their footfteps; that the dogs indeed,
{aid he, would fhake {ome, was certain ; but,
he averred, that that altogether would not
equal one tenth part of what the quails de-
voured and fhook.

After this I many times diverted myfelf in
this way, and many of my friends, with eating
the quail, which, however delicious, were (o
fat, that I could make but two or three meals
of them in a feafon. The people in Aftra-
chan alfo faid, that they never had known
quails fhot in that nelghbourhood before that
time. From what is faid, it is indifputable,
that here there is nq want of wild fowl and
the beft quadrupeds in the world ; but if the

land,
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land produceth fo luxuriantly, the water, the
famous Volga, produceth to the full as great
variety and plenty of the moft delicious fith.

The belugo is the firft T fhall mention, ag
the largeft in that mighty river. I imagine
it is fo compleatly defcribed in Ray’s- [ynopfis
methodica pifcinm, that 1 may refer the reader
to it under the name of Artilus, by Rondel.
Bellon. de aquatil. p. 126. Gefn. Aldrov. A-
della er Adano, hodie Iialis diétis, dec. which
he may read, page 113 of the pbove book.
He indeed, and {ome others, thought that it
Was a fi(h only to be found in the rivers of I-
taly, Lombardy, the Danube, and Borifthe-
nes. I imagine that the hufo, attilus, and
belugo, is the fame fith. It is indeed very
like the {turgeon in make, but much larger.
It frequently weighs more than 1000 Ib.
A ftone, or rather a bone, is found in the
head of the belugo, which, when broken in
two, one would imagine, by the colour and
lines through it, that it is a piece of mercurius
Jublimatus corrofivns ; but every one knows,
that the fublimate is very ponderous, but this
is very light. It is kept as a curiofity, and is
faid to be a great lithontriptic. I have ufed
it, but cannot fay much to its praile.

In the year 1740, 1 {fent a very large one
to my learned and worthy friend Dr Sanchiez,
phyfician to the Emprefs. ~ The belugo is fo
much like the fturgeon, and, as faid above, fo
well deferibed by the great Ray, that I fhall

fay
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fay no more of. The fturgeon is fo well
known, that it would take up time needlefsly
to fay any thing about it more, than only
that the Volga abounds fo much with it, that
it makes great part of the fith-commerce be-
twixt Ruflia, other countries, and Aftrachan.
The Volga produceth white {almon, a very
fat and unwholefome fith ; carp, pike, perch,
a fith as large as a falmon, but not {fo good,
which the Ruffians call {udaak ; fmelts, and
an incredible variety of {mall fith. I {hall on-
ly mention two, becaufe, I believe, they are
little known in this country ; the firft is the
ftirlet, it is made very like to a fturgeon, but
never {o large, and has no bone in its body,
in place whereof it has cartilages, which may
be, and are frequently eaten. This is a moft
delicious fith. The biggeft I ever faw weigh-
ed only 35 Ib. Troy. The other fith I fhall
mention is called by the Ruflians {fom, and
their young foimka. It bas a large flat,
round head, a mouth in the form of a cref
cent, fet full of teeth like an heckle; its neck,
and as far as the auus, is of an equal bignefs,
from thence to the tail it grows gradually
fmaller. It has fcarcely any fcales, is very
much fkinned like an eel, and has large eyes.
Some of them are a yard or more in circums-
ference.

The fom is a bold fith, and will attack a
man, and if out of his depth will eafily drown
him, being both big and long. He meafures,

| : ' if

———
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if old, five feet and fome inches. The Ruf-
fians will niot eat of it, becaufe it eats men.
The Kalmucks greedily devour it. I haye
caten of a young fom, and found it very de-
licious, the flefh being as white as milk. One
day I had very near loft an exeellent water-
dog, by fome young fom ; long he ftruggled,
but at laft got free. Had it been an old one,
'he would have taken the dog eafily to the
bottom. Many men, when {wimming, have
been drowned by the fom.

C. H ARl

Concerning the different Methods the Aftrachani+
ans have to take Fifb, cure them, and their
Method of making Caviar, called by the Ruf=
frans Ikra.

I Would not be thought here to know in-
: timately all their ways of managing
thefe branches of bufinefs ; yet I hope what
I write will be fo h)teliigiblc, that any may
underftand my meaning. I am confident,
that many will find it new; and altho’ 1 have
formerly written thefe accounts to my learned
correfpondents, yet many who may read this,
never have feen the other.-

The fithers, who live on the iflands of the
Volga in zemlenkes, or weoden houfes un-
der-ground, catch their filh with hooks, nets,

Tt and
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and harping irons. Though thefe are the
inftramients with which we catch fith, yet 'm
perfuaded; that they ufe them differently,
both fummer and winter. With lines and
hooks- baited they take the fturgeon, and all
other fifh lefs in magnitude ; but very feldom
can they take the belugo in this manner ;
“wherefore they make ufe of a flrong rope,
1, 2, or 300 ells long, and, at the diftance of
every two ells or lefs, from one end of the
rope to the other, they fix large barbed hooks,

but not baited, with their ﬂmrp points ﬁand-
ing upwards, looking over each fide of the
rope. The rope thus prépared they place a-
crofs the river, letting it down to the bottom,
with the points of the hooks above the rope,
and fix a buoy to each end of it. The belu-
go, which is chiefly taken in this manner,

loves to fwim near the fandy bottom of the

river, and he fwims ordinarily very rapidly ;
therefore, whether he is {fwimming with or a-
gainft the ftream, he has a great chance of be-
ing hooked in the belly, becaufe the points
of the hooks look to each fide ot the rope. If
the grip is but {inall, he breaks off ; but the
greateft number of the large(t bclugo are thus
taken. < When the fither miffes his buoys at
the places he put them in, he is certain that a
fith has been there, and fo fails about till he
finds them, and then coils up the rope very
carcfully into the boat. If the fith is not
fpent, he may draw the boat and rope after

him

p——
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him for a long while; but at laft, being quite
exhaufled, the fithers gently draw him near .
the boat, and, before he touch it, they firike
him on the head with an iron hammer, bu;
‘have the rope ready to let go, if they fhould
mifs the proper place, for he will fivim a great
way, and, if they do not give him rope e-
nough, he would eafily draw the boat, tho’ -
large, under water. Thus to the fither it is
very troublefome and dangerous to take a
belugo, though, to a fpectator, it affords ve-

ry agreeable diverfion. ‘
. The nets which are ufed in the Volga are
both firong, long, and deep : They are from
50 to 100 fathoms long. | In {fummer . they
place the net {o as to make the figure of half
a circle, out of their boats, and bring the ropes
fixed to both ends of the net afhore, at a
great diftance the one end from the other ;
then, having a great number of men, they
pull till they get near the bank, when they
row their boats within the net, and, with their
barbed irons, they firike the larger fifh, and
take them into their boats ; but it requires
much patience and great toil. = Laftly, they
draw out the net with an incredible number
of different fith, If a firong old belugo hap-
pens to be amongft them, he frequently breaks
the net,” gets away, and lets many prifon-
ers efcape ; fo that the fither is never glad to
fee a large belugo in the net.  In the winter
feafon they canpot ule {uch large nets, but I
have
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kave feen them ufe nets of betwixt 30 and 50
fathoms long ; and the way they do is this:
They cut a large fquare hole through the ice
on the fide of the river, for extracting the
net ; then, oppofite to that fquare hole, they
cut another at a juft diftance, fo that a ftraight
line drawn betwixt thele two holes forms a
diameter to a large circle, which they afters
wards form with a number of holes cut thro?
the ice, at fuch a diftance one from the other,
that they can reach with 2 long pole. Ha-
ving now made all their holes, they introduce
into the middle hole, far in the river or lake,
two poles, for the greater expedition, and
fhove one forward on each fide, from one
hole to the other, till they meet at the firft
made {quare hgje at the fhore. A rope having
been made faft to the end of each pole, ferves
to conduct the net regularly, fo as to form g
circle, which, with the afliftance of many men,
they draw out of the fquare hole.

In this manner, I once, near Aftrachan,
faw an incredible number of different fith ta-
ken by a number of men. They catch {ial-
Ier fith as big as carp, pike, or falmon, with
a barbed harping iron, made faft to a long
pole, (which the Scots call lifter,) as we do,
particularly in the time of high water, when
the fith play among the grafs; but there are
few if any red falmon in the Volga. = As e-
very one knows how fith are taken with bait,
I fhall fay nothing of it further, than that I

have
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have feen a belugo thus taken in the winter
feafon, which was fo ponderous, that; the
fithermen affured me, it would be, though
fixed upon fledges; a large load for two. gobd'
horfes to draw on the ice.

The Ruflians prepare caviar almoﬂ: from
every kind of fifh : Thus, I have frequently,
at the beft tables in that ‘empire, ‘eaten frefh -
caviar from pike. The Ruffians have three
different ways of preparing caviar: The firft
1s the fimpleft and beft, and is truly but a part:
of the other two operations. = Caviar is the
{pawn or ova of the female fith. =~ That pre-
pared for keeping, and for ‘the Ruflian and’
foreign market, is extracted chiefly from the
belugo and fturgeon ; that of the ftirlet is, I
imagine, all confumed at home, being ex-
tremely delicious food. The only art ufed in
the firft preparation, is, carefully to clear the
ova {rom their membranes and filaments,
which they do by fhaking and wafthing themj
then, under a fhade, they place them upon a:
fieve or board, fo that the fuperfluous moi-
fture may drain off. 'This frefh caviar is fold'
at Afirachan at about three pence per I2
ounce. The fecond method of preparing it
is, firlt to cleanfe it, as has been {aid, a2nd
Cafk it up well falted, which is fit either for
forelﬂn or Ruffian markets. ‘The third way"
is, to prepare as formerly, and, when well
1altcd they put it into a pqu to fquecze out
much of the moiflure ; this is called prefled

caviar ;
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caviar; but I do not think it good, for it lofes
much of the delicious tafte of that prepared
the fecond way. Iimagine no part of any
fith, at leaft which I have taftcd, is compara-
ble to the frefh caviar, The filhermen haye
ftages well aired, though the rays of the fun
cannot penetrate the roof, where they cut o-
pen their large fifh, and either fun-dry them,
or {alt them, and then pack them up for the
market. The finaller fith, being cut open,
and the guts taken out, are fo perfectly fun-
dried, that, upon the banks of the river, they
build them up into flacks, and let them fland
expofed to the open air till they are fhipped
off. In this manner they prepare the carp.
T have known 100 carp bought from the net
for 2 ruble. In London, their tongues pre-
ferved alone, I doubt not, would bring to the
fithmonger ten times that value. I have fre-
~ quently bought a live flurgeon at Afirachan
for three pence, and {o, the reft. One is always .
fure of fith upon the Volga. The filhers never
would take money from me, but gave grazis,
for me and the people with me, as much as
we could eat, and fome to carry along with
us ; and if I gave them a glafsful of {pirits,
they exprefled great {atisfaction. I had al-
moft forgot to acquaint the reader, that the
largeft, fulleft, and beft tafted eray-fith I ever
met. with, are to be found on the banks of the
Volga ; and, for a penny, one may get as
many as {ix men can cat.  In half an hour, a
' man
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man accuftomed to catch them, may get a
bafket full, or as many as he can convenient-
ly bring home. _ '

There are but few reptiles in Aftrachan. 1
have feen only three different kinds. The
firflt is very rare, it may be two ells long, and
is {peckled yellow and black. I never heard
that they hurt any perfon, though fome fay
that they are noxious. The fecond kind are
fpeckled black and white ; they are not {o
large as the firft, but are quite innocent, un-
lefs they are irritated, and their number is in-
credible. In the month of March, firft when
they make their appearance, they are very
feeble, and fcarcely can crawl, and ly in fome
pit or hollow place, many of them linked to-
gether ; but, as the heat advances, they get
ftrength.  The third kind is the viper, which
is {o well known, that I fhall fay nothing a-
bout them. Pollibly there is a greater varie-
ty, but I neither was informed of, nor {aw a-
ny other. There are many tarantulas in A-
ftrachan, which carry their young on their
bodies about with them, where-ever they go.
I have had many patients bit by them, but
never had any difficulty to cure them, altho’
the bite always produceth a very fordid ulcer.
There is another infect which T muft mention;
that is the locuft : It is about two inches and
one half long, or three at moft, of a whitifh
grey colour, and is accomplithed with four
wings. It is as big about the body as a filk-

' worm.
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worm.  They appear about Aftrachan in the
end of July, or beginning of Auguft, in fuch
numbers, that it is incredible. A fouth-weft
wind conftantly brings them like large clouds.
Mr Hanway is miftaken, when he fays, that
they come from W. N. W. The truth of this
I affert, becaufe I obferved them every year.
Indeed I believe, that, when they are flying,
and a north wind blows, they will proceed
fouth. They are a great plague to the inha-
bitants of Aftrachan ; for, where-ever they a-
Iight, they leave but few vegetables growing ;
however, they never were known to cat the
leaves of melons. In the month of Auguit I
believe they copulate, and for a long time
ftick faft together, but at no other time, as I
have been informed. I believe that they ge-
nerate in Cuban, Georgia, Circaflia, and A-
firachan ; and I make no doubt of their ge-
nerating in all the countries fouth of thefe;
but I fuppole, that the extreme frofts in Ruf-
fia deftroy them and their {eeds. The Aftracha-
nians endeavour to frighten them from their
fields and gardens, by fhooting, ringing bells,
and making great noife, but I fufpect to [it-
tle purpofe; for I have known them alight in
gardens, in fpite of all oppofition, and, before
they decamped, would not have left any thing
valuable green. When I failed on the Caf-
pian, I have feen an incredible number float-
ing on the furface of the water, above j0
miles from fhore. There are great numbers

‘ - of
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of {mall tortoifes about the banks of the Vol-
ga, not exceeding one foot in length, but they
are not eaten by the mhabltants, becaufe they
imagine they are poifonous, though the cook ;
who went to Perfia with us, who was an Au-
ftrian, affirmed the contrary, and faid, that
he had drefled them frequently.

Solh i Bay Lo
Concerning Minerals found about Aﬂradian, &c:

ORTH from Aftrachan, about the di-
ftance of {even miles, the Ruffians dig
up a kind of earth, in a place on the weft
banks of the Volga, called fal Jitri, a corrup-
tion of [al nitri, and macerate it for fome time
in water; then they draw off the clear w ater,
and, by adding foot and fome quick lime,
they evaporate the water, and make as good
falt petre as can be made any where. They
fay, that this has beenr an antient city. I
doubt not the truth of this, becaufe brick has
been found frequently under ground, and
money alfo, fome of which, both filver and
gold, I have feen, and am in poffeflion of
fome at prefent, though the charafiers are
not, I believe, legible®.

Uu The

* Some authors have given out, that the fwallows about

this
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The men frequently find precious ftoiies in
digging this earth. Whether they have been
loft accidentally in former ages, or are natu-
yal minerals, I fhall not difpute ; but I am
certain, that fome of them are quite rongh,
and of little value till they are polifthed. One
day I bought from a jeweller two uripolifhed
rough rubies, found there by a foldier, and
two {imall diamonds. The rubies weighed
cight carats, and were without blemifh: The
diamonds weighed both but one carat, and
were polithed. Thefe four ftones were va-
Ined by the jeweller at five rubles: I agreed
to give him the money next day, but Captain
Tandefelt, a Swede, one of Governor Tatif-
hoff’s fpies, went in and informed Mr Tati(-
hoff, who fent, unknown to me, for the jew-
eller, paid him the money, and kept the jew-
els. Indeed, when I challenged him for buy-
ing my jewels from a perfon who had ne
right to fell them, he could give no reafon-
able anfwer, but defired, that I would let him
keep them, and at the fame time made me a
prefent of a ring with a large amethyft, but
not very good. Many fuch ftones have been

_found at that place ; and, though they have
turned over the earth twice already, and,
when

“this place are of a different fort from ours, and tie their
young with hairs by the feet, left they fall out of theijr
mefts. Dr Leuch and I made firict fearch about this, and
I can affirm, that it is falfe. There is not the fmalleft Jif.
ference, nor did we find any tied by the feet.

¢
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when I was there, were working the {ame
earth the third time, yet xhey continue to dif-
cover both ftones and pieces of filver and
gold ; but the metal bas been wrought, and
therefore it is no'native of the place. There
are very few frefh water lakes in the neigh-
bourhood of the city, but a great many bra-
kith, very falt, or even covered over with
fait, like to ice : Upon fome of them I have
walked ; and if the falt is broken any where
upon the banks of the lake, where it'is not
deep, the moifture beneath is black as ink,
and emits a. moft difagreeable noifome fiell,
though the falt is of the beft kind. In fome

exceeding brakifh lakes, but not crufted over,
I have taken up finall cakes of the moft excel-

lent chryftal {alt. At the diftance of 6o verits
fouth-welt from Aftrachan,. there is a large
falt lake, about 50 verfts long and 20 broad,

fo thick crufted over, that fome hundred horfe
and carts are conftantly at work, carrying
{alt to be put on board veflels riding in the
Volga, . nat only. for the ufe of - the kingdom
of Aftrachan, but the greateft part of the Em-
pire of Ruflia. This falt-men dig out of the
lake with great iron gavelocks. = There are

two remarkable f{alt lakes immediately under

the {outh walls of Aftrachan, always.crufted
over in the {ummer feafon. = The falt is nei-
ther pure nor fine, -but it has a rednefs in its
colour, and finells ftrongly of violets. . Poffi-
bly it may receive that particular finell from

the
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the drains of the city running into the lakes,
and volatilizing the falc. Our apothecary
took a large quantity of it, and, by many fo-
lutions, filtrations and chryftalhzauons rens
dered it ‘as pure as was poffible ; yet it re-
tained the {mell, though weaker by ‘much, as
alfo the reddifh colour. This was fent to the
medicine chancery asa curiofity.

€HAP LXL
A Defeription of the River Volga.

HE Volga takes its rife in Novogorod-
Velik, in the lake Troickoi, and further
north in different places. It is joined by a
canal to the river Mifta, as has already been
{aid. It has, befides thefe, fo many diffe-
rent fources in different provinces, that it
would be endlefs to deferibe all its different
heads ; for it runs through fuch a large tradt
of ground, and communicates with {o many
different rivers, navigable by fmall craft, run-
ning from {o many provinces, that it promotes
trade and commerce to a greater extent of
land than France, Spam and Italy _;omed to-
gether : But the main body, running from
Tweer to Aftrachan, I imagine, if you com-
pute the different turnings and windings,
will meafure about 3000 verlls, and, on the
other ﬁde of Tweer, it cannot exceed 200
verfls ;
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verfts ; and, adding 6o verfts betwixt Aftra- .
chan and the Cafpian fea, its length, from its
fource to the fea, is 3250 verfts. The Rufli-
an correfted map will witnefs that I am not
far from the truth, notwithftanding Mr Han-
way, according to his incorrect way, makes
this river 4500 verfls. The main or princi-
pal ftream of the Volga glides by the follow-
ing cities and great mercantile towns : Inits
way betwixt Tweer and Aftrachan, beginning
from Tweer, Cafzin, Uglitz, Oreftma, Koftro-
ma, Pavelofske, Nifni Novogorod, Kuzmude-
mianfk, Kazan, Sinbirfk, Samara, Alexerifk,
Sizran, Kafzpor, Saratof, Demitzofske, Tfa- -
ritzin, Tchorna-yare, Sallitri, and Aftrachan.
T hope the reader will excufe mentioning the
above places, becaufe my defign in doing this is
purely for the ufe of paflengers, that they may
run no rifk of being impofed upon, and have
always plenty of provifion and other necefla-
ries. I have not mentioned the diftances,
becaufe, as I never navigated the river be-
twixt Tweer and Tfaritzin, I know them no
other way but by meafuring the map, which
every one may perufe. I'have not {pelled the
names of the cities and towns the fame way
as thofe who have written before me, as T hint-
ed formerly, becaufe they have all been fo-
reigners, who were not mafters of the Ruffian
language, and have fpelled them fo, that a
Ruffian would not underftand what they
meant ; whereas, if any fhall pronounce them,

as
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as I have fpelled them, the inhabitants can be
at no manner of lofs, which is of the greateft
ufe to.a flranger mho is lgnm ant of the Ruffi-
an hnguagc

At Tweer the Vo]oa receives thc Tweerka,
which is only a branch of the Volga. In itg
paflage to Aftrachan, it receives the followmg
remarkable - rivers, upon which barks and
large boats are navigated : Sekfna, Untza,
Klya[ma, QOkka, the \R_]atha,. and. Biclaja,
join and enter-the Volga in one [iream toge-
ther with the Xama, Saman Achtaba is on-
ly a branch of the Velga, which is. caft ofi’ at
Tfaritzin, and thence proceeds to the fea,
frequently joining. with each other, by de-
tached flreams. . Betwixt Aftrachan and the
fea it is fo divided, that its inhabitants, T am
perfuaded, do not know all the iflands and
different ftreams; but the principal ones keep
near the weft bank, and, at forty-five verfts
diftance from Aftrachan, run by Earkee, a
port belongmg to the admiralty, for taking
proper notice of veflels outward or home-
ward bound ; and beyond this, next the fea,
are four hills, which, in the Ruffian langllage,
are called Tchatire bugree, where paflengers
_are detained in {ufpicious times, to perform
.quarantine. - On this however there are no
proper houfes. The inhabitants of Earkee
and  Aftrachan fay, that the Velga difem-
bogues itfelf into the Cafpian by fifteen or
fixteen flreams ; but, as I {aid, they are not

very
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very certain. I fhall eonclude my remarks
about the Volga, by-acquainting the reader,
that, about the latter end of April, the river
begins to’ fwell every year, and continues o
increale for five or fix weeks, but begins to
fubfide about the latter-end of June, and foon
runs out by the tenth or twelfth of July. The
overflowing of this vafl river is caufed purely
by the meliing of the ice and fnow covering
the immenfe fpace, dm-ing the long winter,
through which its various branches run; noo-
ther caufe of rains having any percepublc ef-
fect at Aftrachan, ‘where it rifes in perpendi
cular height, above its ordinary level,” eight
or ten feet. It is true, at'a greater diftance
from Aftrachan, towards Raffia, in {ome
places it rifes; above ‘the common ‘level,
twenty feet -and wpwards ; but ‘this pro-
ceeds from the current being confined by
high banks and lands ; whereas at Aftrachan,
except a very few finall hills in the iflands,
there are no high lands on the eaft.as far as
the eye can perceive any thing. Add to-this,
that the Volga is divided into fo many large
{treams, as has been alreéady mentioned, that
the water gets a free and unconfined paffage
into the Cafpian fea. At no other fixed time
in the year the Volga fwells, and I never knew
it {well by 1ams,wluch are very rare in Aftra-
chan ; but I have known it fwell five or fix
feet perpendicular, by ftronig winds blowing
from the fouth, if they continue three or four
days ;
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days ; and indeed it will fivell as far up, or
farther than Tfaritzin, which many thini
proceeds purely from the fea-water, though I
am of a different opinion. That the fea-wa-
ter greatly aflifts, I have no difficulty to grant;
but then it is certain, that very high winds,
blowing contrary to the ftream for a long con-
tinued time, will ftop its paflage, in propor-
tion to the ftrength of the winds, and level
of the country through which it runs; and the
level of the country betwixe Tfaritzin and A-
ftrachan is known to be very great, becaufe
the waters do not run twe miles in one hour,
unlefs they are accelerated by north winds.
Mr John Perry, that accurate engineer, makes
the Volga to run fomewhat fafter than one
mile and an half in one hour: I was told by
Mr Poffet (a Frenchman, who kept the Em-
prefs’s vine-gardens in order, of whom I {hall
have occafion to miake mention in the courfe
of this work,) and many of the inhabitants
affirmed, that it was true, that the Cafpian
fea rofe gradually high, and overtopped {eve«
ral low iflands, and gradually decreafed, lea-
ving them dry every nineteen years. One
would be apt to think, that this phznomenon
might be caufed by the moon ; but as I in-
tend to purfue my travels clofely and briefly,
1 {hall leave this to be canvafled by aftrono-
mers. There are very few cities in the king-
dom of Aftrachan. Kamfhinka and Saratoff,
neither of which I ever faw, Tfaritzin, Tchor-
' nayar,
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nayar, and Aftrachan, are the only cities,
properly fpeaking, in this kingdom. There
was a new city built, at my leaving the place;
betwixt Tchornayar and Aftrachan, called Ea-
nataiva Crepuft; now Chircaffia is joined to the
kingdom of Aftrachan, of which Kizleer is the
capital ; but as I fhall have occafion to de-
fcribe that country in my journey to Perfia, I
fhall fay no more about it at prefent. -

C H A P LXI:
Of the Garrifon and Government of Aftrachai.

HE garrifon of Aftrachan confifts of fix
regiments, five of infantry and one of
dragoons. The immediate chief commander
of the garrifon is the commandant, who is
commonly a brigadier, though I have known
a colonel, but then he cannot command a
{enior colonel : But orders iflued from, and
in the name of the cantoir or office belong-
ing to the garrifon, where all their affairs are
tranfacted by all officers of fuperior rank,
muft be obeyed. Each regiment has a fe-
parate hofpital, though in very“bad eondi-
tion, as will be taken notice of In the fe-
quel.  Befides the proper garrifon, three or
a greater namber of field regiments com-
monly winter here, and 2 or 3000 Coflacks,
befides the Tartar militia : For the Kalmucks
are not, in Aftrachan efpecially, much to be
trufted. The ufe of this regular garrifon is
to keep watch about the city and ecitadel ;
o B there
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there are alfo a detached number of 3 or 400
fent to Kizleer, and a few to Tchornayaz,
but none to Tiaritzin : It being garrifoned
by the field forces. ~The irregulars, are ne-
ver made ufe of, but in conjunction with
the regulars, and to fcour the defart in
troublefome times, and bring certain advice
of the operations, places of refort, and num-
bers of thefe wandering barbarians who dif-
turb their neighbours. This garrifon of Af-
trachan feems to have more fatigue, and no
better pay than any other garrifon in Ruffia :
They are frequently obliged to march into the
delarts in the greateft frofts, by which many
are frozen to death, they are alfo obliged in the
fummer to fell and bring to Aftrachan wood
for the ufe of the garrifon hofpitals, but
chiefly for their officers, as alfo hay: This
mal-practice will not be redrefled till they
get another fovereign like Peter the Great. I
was aflured, and have fome reafon to believe
it, that this garrifon one year with another,
is recruited with 1 500 men, and, that fuch
a lofs of men at Aftrachan is peculiar only to
the garrifon’, 1 am ‘certain, becaufe I have
frequently compared the dead lift of my
hofpitals belonging to the admiralty, who
were kept in the beft order, and had every
thing required for the benefit of the fick,
whether medicines, eating and drinking,
granted immediately with thofe of the gar:
rifon.  ‘When thefe poor recruits are ordered

to

4
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to march for Aftrachan, they are fent by wa-
ter to {ave charges, and the more effeciually to
}iecp them together. They therefore are fent
In the fummer feafon, and, by the time they
arrive in Aftrachan, the different fiuits are
all ripe, on which thefe poor half ftarved cre-
~atures fly with great voraciounfnefs, and in
a very fhort time, from a. fith diet upon the
Volga for fix or eight weeks, a warm
moift air flill increafing as they advance
nearer Aftrachan, and being lodged in
Very ill contrived wet barracks, and fur-
charging all the veflels in their bodies with
fruits, which before their arrival they
never had feen, far lels eaten, they contract
malignant quartans, and fluxes of all kinds,
which very foon reduce their numbers to
what I mentioned above. That this might
be helped I have no doubt : But as I am not
writing about medical affairs, I fhall fay no
more of it here, left it may be difagreeable
to many of my readers, who will find in the
end of this work many obfervations upon
the wretched condition of the garrifon at Ri~
82, over which I had the direction as well as
of the army, and what ftruggles I chearful-
ly engagcd' in, and had fome better order
introduced before T left them, which very
few inhabitants in Riga are ignorant of, and
by which, Ihope, the garrifon of that place

¥eaps preat advantages to this day.
- v

CHAP,
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C'HAP.' - "EXH.
Concerning the Commerce of Aftrachan.

EING, as I faid before, quite ignorant
B of mercantile affairs, I can only here
give an account of the goods imported and
exported to and from A[h‘achan: Its mer-
chants from very different nations, not only
refide here for a time, but many are born in
the place, and thlough Iength of time, fee-
ing the advantages and privileges the Ruffian
merchants enjoy, which foreigners cannot,
they very frequently declare themfelves fub-
jects of Ruffia, fo that at prefent many Ar-
menians, who, every one knows, are the
natural fubjets of either Perfia or Turkey,
deny their allegiance to either of thefe migh-
ty monarchies, and even, when they refide
for a'time in either of thefe empires, boldly
claim the proteétion of the Ruffian ambaffa-
dors, refidents, or confuls. This being the
cafe, I may certainly affirm that the producc
of Perfia, Armenia, Georgia, India, Buchar,
and Chiva, are imported by the Cafpian fea
from all thefe countries ; fuch as filks, fat-
tins, velvets, brocades, cotton cloaths of all
denominations, jewels, fome drugs, copper
and many other things, together with Perfi-
an wines, and variety of fruits and fweet-

meats,
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meats, confections, &+¢. From Ruffia they
tran{port to Perfia, and the other nations
named above, but very few goods; becaufe
many articles of the produce of Ruffia are
prohibited to be exported to thefe nations,
though they are allowed to be exported to the
different nations in Europe. ' Thus, iron,
hemp, pitch, tar, gun-powder, falt-petre,
{ulphur, flint-ftones and every thing fit for
fhip-building and war, are reckoned con-
traband to be exported to any port in Perfia.
Meal only but by the immediate permiflion
of the Court, is exported: Cloaths of dif-
ferent forts, woolen manufacturies, fifh,
falt and a few other things alfo are per-
mitted to be exported ; the Armenians are
allowed indeed to tran{port European goods
of all forts, except warlike and naval ftores,
but they muft fell none in Ruffia, and muft
buy them with the produce of raw filks of
the Perfian growth, or jewels.

The Aftrachan merchants alone are allow-
ed to have {hips on the Caiplan {ea, and they
generally have betwixt twenty and thirty for
fea fervice, which they call heght boats.
Thefe veflels carry, one with another, one
hundred tuns, but are built very flat like the
Holland fhips, and therefore are only fit for
the coaft ; becaufe they cannot fail, like the
Britith, near the wind. Befides thefe {ea vels
fels, they have barks for navigating the Vol--
ga, barks of a monftrous figure and fize,

fome
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fome of them are more than a hundred feet
long, and about forty feet broad, but not
much above four or five feet deep, quite flag
bottomed, in thefe barks, they tranfporr fith,
fale, drc. to Ruflia ; they are warped up the
river againft the ftream, which work neceffa--
rily requires mauny hands, not fewer than
two hundred. It is true that thefe large
barks have each one maf}, and a fail of incre-
dible breadth, for the maft is not very long,
but it is of no manner of ufe, unlefs the
wind is very nedr right a-ftern. I have been
told that they go.at the rate of forty or fifty
verfts in one day againft the, ftream and
wind, ifit is not very flrong : But they nei-
ther fail nor warp in the night-time. FEach
bark is accompanied by three boats, one boat
is conftantly at the flern to receive the rope
from the men who are warping, and as {oon
as they have received the whole length with its
anchor, they run away a-head, to drop the
anchor in a proper place, whillt the fecond
boat is ready to deliver the rope to the men
on board, and then falls down to the ftern
to receive the rope again : Before the half of
this rope is warped into the {econd boat, the
third boat lies ready with a part of the rope
it has fixed by an anchor, to be delivered on
board the boats. Indeed, it is almoft incre-
dible how faft by this method, the bark is
warped, nor does {he ftand {till one moment
through the whole day, if the wind is not

very
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very high; but if the wind is very 'high,
they warp none il it'is calmer. The wa
ers are all accommodated with a broad belt ob‘
leather, which lies on the right fhoulder,
and is brought under the left arm, to this is
joined .a piece of fimall firong cord with 2
knot at the end; the warper toffeth the {mall
rope round the great one, and in an inftant
fixeth it, and moves forward as faft as they
can go, and when they have reached the
fern of the bark, they immediately difen-
gage themfelves, and retarn to the head. It
Is furprifing how expeditionfly and regular-
ly they perform this work. [have been told
that if pirates board their barks they call out,
and let them know that they are pirates, and
order them to fall down on their faces and lie
in that poflure, till the pirates are gone. They
accordingly obey, for they do not love fight-
ing, and the pirates take what they ftand in
need of, and depart without injuring either
the men or bark, but if any look up when
the pirates ave ‘on board, they run the rifque
of being inftantly killed ; and if they fight
wich the pirates, 'and are overcome, no quar-
ter will be granted, left they be difcovered.
The Armenians however fight very bravely,
and the pirates do not altogether relifh a
combat with them, wunlefs they are very
numerous, and well provided with arms.
Before I make an'end of this chapter, I
cannot pafs by a piece of hiftory which hap-
pened
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pened this year with the pirates, who' were
faid to have been about two thoufand ftrong,
and very well provided with good arms.
They were {o bold as to attack, and murder
all who made refiftance, and not fatisfied with
plundering - paffengers on the river, they
carried off from the neighbouring villages
whatfoever they ftood in need of. The
Court having been duly informed of this
ordered a regiment of dragoons to march a-
gainft them, commianded by a Ruffian colo-
nel : The colonel, not fufpecting any dan-
ger near, efpecially as be was marching a-
gainft irregular banditti, drove forward for
the convenieney of lodging, and left his re-
giment to march flowly after him, command-
ed by his lieutenant colonel.  Long before
he came near the place where they fufpeéted
the pirates to be, one day foon after, the co-
Jonel had taken up his lodging, and was re-
pofing himfelf on a bed, a fellow entered
‘the room, and afked him if he was the com-
mander in chief of the regiment? The co-
lonel ordered him out of this prefence ; but,
inftead of complying, he called out to his
companions, who entered the room in great
numbers, and moft imperioufly {tripped the
colonel, and whipped him moft unmercifully,
ordered him back, though he was all over
covered with blood, to attend his regiment,
“and tauntingly told him, that what he had
fuffered was only a fmall punifhment, for

not
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tiot underftanding his duty ; therefore advifed
him not to part again with his regiment on a
march; but added he would dowell to advife his
illpcrmrs, that many fuch regiments would
find it a hard task to reduce iuch a number
of brave well-difciplined fellows as they were.
In this however they were miferably miftak-
en ; for the governor of Cazan, having been.
lnformed of what had happened to the co-
lonel, orderéd the brave Innes, of whom
mention has been made formerly at the fiege
of Otchakoff ; Mr Innes took a very differ-
ent method of marching, and Ioft no time to
come up with them, and as foon as poﬁxblc he
difpatched fome fenfible trufty fpies mounted
on good horfes, and dreffed as peafants, and
he tookcare to pals all cities and great vil-
lages on the river in the night-time, through
bye-roads, and, by this cautious way, he
came within a fmall diftance of the place
where they were, and was well informed
that the pirates imagined themfclves in very
great fatety, and were caroufing and mak-
ing very merry at the expence of the former
unfortu nate colonel; that they were {o far from
expecting any danger that they were encamp-
ed on the banks of the Volga, and not on
any of the iflands, which they conftanty do,
when they dread any danger, and that their
boats' were at anchor hard by them. ‘The
colonel drew his men as near as he could, to
Prevent his being difcovered, and {ent his
ipies on foot to watch their motions: At

Yy = Jakty
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laft, word was brought, necar the morning,
that they were probably fleeping, as every
thing in their camp was quiet.  The colonel
encouraged his men, who loved him much,
to obey command with exaétnefs, and de-
clared, that all his fhare of booty fhould be
givell to the dragoons : Then he ordered one
party to ride up the banks of the river, and
another to ride down the banks; that thefe
two parties frould endeavour to get betwixe,
them and their boats, and, atthe {fame time,
fend off a few of the beft {ivimmers to {ecure
the boats. Whilit this was tranfacting, he,
with a confiderable divifion, marched firaight
upon them to prevent their getting into the
woods, and in thismanner, I was informed, he
{urrounded them, and tock pofleflion of their
boats.  He ordered his men inflantly to
fall on the main body, which they executed
with great brifknefs ; many were Kkilled as
they lay fleeping, but many got their arms,
and fought with furprifing refolution and con-
duct. At laft however, they were reduced
to a very few, and moft of them wounded,
who, for the love of living a few days longer
in the greateft of mifery and many torments,
and at laft the moft cruel of deaths, rendered
themfelves prifoners to the victorious coloncl;
by whom they were fent to Cafan, tried by
the governor, and executed, by hanging.
them up by the ribs alive, upon gibbets fixed
upon floats. Five or fix men were thus hang-

ed

i
1
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ed upon one float, upon each of which writ-
ten orders were pafted on th(_e moft cbnf’picu; :
ous places, commanding, that if the floats
fhould perhaps be intangled, and fo ftop-
ped from going down with the ftream, who-
- ever fhould happen to fee them, fhould pufh
them off again ; and that whoever fliould be
known to give the pirates any help or relief,
fhould be punifhed with death in the fame
manner, )

When a report of this tranfadtion reached
St Peterfburgh, every one applauded the con-
duct and bravery of Mr Innes, cxcept fome
rich Lords at court, whofe villages, as has
been faid, had been plundered by thefe ban-
ditti. They accufed Mr Innes of granting
the fpoil to the dragoons, being, as they faid,
the property of their innocent peafants. They
fifted on having Mr Innes brought to a
court-martial, and tried for the fame. I was
informed, that orders were either making or
made out for this purpofe, when the news of
the brave Innes’s death prevented any further -
enquiry, How far Mr Innes was right or
Wwrong, I fhall not take upon me to deter-
mine : Nor fhall I affert, whether any fet of
people, who have faffered by {uch a refpect-*
able body of villains, if T may be allowed to
ufe fuch an expreflion, have any better right
than others to be indemnified for their lofs ;
nor how it could well be poflible to afcertain
that Jofs, confidering that many things had

been
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been fold, embezzled or otherways rendered
invifible. But fure none could fay, that the
colonel had any gain by it; and as fure he
meant to act for the beft ; and tho’ he mlght
have very good reafons to put great truft in
the bravery and refolution of his men, it can-
not be denied, that, where intereft is in view,

it gives additional refolution to the beft troops
in the world. Though it were poflible to j-
magine a body of 1500 men capable of being
quite difinterefted, yet the thoughts of their
fighting and expofing their lives to imminent
danger, purely to enrich, if victorious, the
minions of a court, would naturally damp
their ardour ; and, when fuch practice is con-
tinued, it never fails to have that effe¢t, and
frequently worfe confequences, even the to-
tal fubverfion of government. Thus fell the
prave Innes, the foldier’s friend, and beloved
of all good men, whofe lofs was juftly regre-
ted by all the armies of Ruffia. I neither ever
had the honour of his acquaintance, nor any
of his relations ; and therefore, what I write
is intended purely to do juftice to the memo-
ry of a2 man, who deferved a far better fate,

CHAP.
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CH A P. LXIV, _
Concerning the Occurrences which bappeked du-
ring the Author's firft abode in Aftrachan. -

T is eafy to be conceived, that after our
arrival, the fingular parental-like behaviour
of the Governor and his Lady to me, caufed
every one believe, that ] was no finall favo-
rite ; and therefore I was not a litde careffed
by all degrees of the inhabitants. Some want-
ed to make me an advocate in their affairs, by
promifes and prefents, which I rejected with
fuch difdain, that I was very foon eafed of a
great deal of trouble. .

The ice went off the day after our arrival;
and, in a few days thereafter, the Governor
and his family went by water to fee a filk-
worm fhade, which'an Armenian merchant
had, by his knowledge and induftry, produced.
about two or three years ago. As the method
of propagating filk is very well known, I {hall
fay nothing of it here, but that the Armenian
had planted the garden with mulberries four
or five years before this, in lefs than two acres
of ground; and he faid, that he hoped this year
would produce near a bale of good {ilk, and
that in the year 1739, this infant factory had

"produced more than half a bale. The mul-
berry-trees were but very young, but the Ar-
menian
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menian got fome afliftance of mulberry leaves
from other gardens. I overheard them fay-
ing, that the great Emperor Peter had p]'lnt-
ed a mulberry-garden, for the propagating of
filk-worms, at no great diftance from this
place. At our return, I, thmkmg that T was
very foon to depart from this city, propofed
to vifit the 1mpeua] filk-factory, not doubt-
ing that T would fee it in much greater per-
fection, as it was firft begun in Peter the
Great’s time. That I might meet with no
hindrance or ftop, T faid nothng to any of
the Governor’s family, but privatcly caufed
my fervant hire a boat to conduét me to this
factory.  Accordingly; at the diftance of two
verfts from Aftrachan, I'waslanded on a very
pleafant ifland, on the top of which, near the
middle, was built a very long houfe, dr rather
a long line of houfes, with gardens on the
north fide, which, T was told, was the factory.
Thither T went, in great hopes of being very
agreeably entertained; but how much was I
difappeinted, when, in this great building, I
only found a poor woman, and fome mife-
rable children, who told me, that her hufband
was gone a-fifhing for their dinner ; that the
_great filk-work of Peter the Great was redu-
ced to cight or nine worms, only to Leep up'
the name of it, and gnc bread to this poor,
lazy, \indolent, and ignorant family of beg-
garst; ‘but 1 underﬁood that an annual fum,
allotted by Peter for propagating ﬁlk-worms,

pretty
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pretty confiderable, was appointed for the re-
lief of fome court beggars.

C H A P. LXV.

* Concerning what happened in the T car 1'74;3 at
Aftrachan.

Began to prepare for my departure for St
Peter{burgh : The Prince however encou-
raged my flay a little longer. = At laft, about
three weeks after our arrival in Aftrachan,
-one morning as I paid my refpeéts to the
Prince, and was fully determired to follicit
my paflport, the Governor put an Imperial
decree from the medicine-chancery into my
hand, and congratulated me by faying, that
he was glad the chancery had given me a fu-
perior rank, by conflituting me principal fur- -
geon in the port of Affrachan, in the place of
Mr Silvefter Malloch my countryman, and
commanding all the furgeons in the fleet, gar-

rifon anel army, when they had no principal,
or general furgeons in that kingdom, to take
directions from me, and report regularly to

me every month.

- Though it is very natural for mankind to
be very fond of fame, and of being preferred
to places of honour and truft, efpecially when
vthis is effected purely by merit ; and though
I deny not, that I was much pleafed that the
medicine-
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medicine-chancery took fuch fingular netice
of me, who, without any follicitation, had ad-
vanced me, though I had only ferved four
years, to be director to many very able fur-
geons, who had ferved the greateft part of
their lives ; yet I thought I could perceive
that this had beenr effected by fome f(écreg
{ervices of the Governor, and made fiee not
to tell him as much; and added, that his High-
néfs might eafily think how difagreeable j¢
muft be to any man to have all his hopes at
once fruftrated, and that by people of whom
he had deferved better tréatment.

The Prince, ever the fame man, fiiled,
and told me, that he had indeed wrote to his
friend the archiator, returned him thanks for
fending me to have the care of him' and hig
command, and warmly obferved the care I
ever had taken of all the fick intrufted to me,
and particularly of the advice I had given to
defend the people under his command from
the plague, at a time when our very near
neighbours were {uffering fo much. He faid,
that he had prevailed upon me to attend the
Princefs and two of her fick children to A-
ftrachan, and could not help exprefling fome
uncafinefs at being obliged to part with me
there : And Iaftly, that he had intreated the
archiator to ward off any reproof which [
might be liable to from the admiralty, by
fome order from the chancery approving of

what I had done ; and concluded by faying,
that
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that he indeed thought the archiator had fent
this order for thefe reafons; but that, as he
had brought me to Aftrachan, he would ufe
all his power and policy to get me removed,
‘whenever it fhould pleafe heaven to remove
himf{elf ; having {aid this, he put a letter from
the archiator to him, in Latin, into my hands,
and retired to bufinefs of more confequence.
When I had read the archiator’s letter, I
could entertain no manner of doubt that the
Prince had told me the truth ; efpecially when
I confidered the whele conduct of this illuftri-
ous perfon, which was ever dire¢ted by ho-
nour and truth. I next perufed the ukanfe,
or imperial order, and by it obferved, that,
~about twenty years before this, the plague had
made very great havock im Aftrachan, and
* therefore required that I fhould, with the
greatelt diligence, take all care to prevent
this difeafe from appearing again, and imme-
diately report to the chancery my having re-
ceived the imperial decree, and what I found
neceflary to be done to prevent the plagu€
being brought into that country.  In this or-
der I was informed, that the medicine-chan-
cery, by a memorial of the fame date, had
given notice to the college of 'ldmp'ahy, that
I was appointed by the hofpital in Aftrachan,
in the place of the principal furgeon Malloch,
and requiring the college to caufe the com-
mander of the port receive me in that capaci-
ty, and .to give notice of the fame to every
Lz one
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one concerned ; laftly, to difmifs Mr Mallogh
from the admiralty’s fervice, who was to bs
employed in St Peterfburgh.
. T confidered Mr Malloch’s intereft. 'He
was married, and had a wife and children ;
1 therefore fuppofing that he might not know
of this, and, -unprepared, might reccive op.
ders to march from Aftrachan to St Peterf.
burgh in three days warning, with his family,
(fuch pofitive and peremptory ortlers being
frequently iffued, many of which I have, to
my very great lof§, experienced ;) I for thefe
vealons, without lofs of time, went to M
Malloch, and fhewed him the orders I hag
juft received, no doubt thinking it woulq
give him great joy to go to St Peterfburgh,
and time to fell off all his houfeheld furniture
to the beft advantage ; but in this I was very
much miftaken. I prefently faw his colouy
g and come, and, from a chearful {erenenefs,
he was quite over-clouded, nor could he hide
the confufion he was in from the moft igno-
rant perfon, although he would gladly have
made me believe that he was quite {atisfied,
In fhort, that very evening, he had intereft ¢.
nough with the officers, by the fleet, to get a
courier difpatched to St Peterfburgh, without
fofs of time ; and, it was faid, with very re-
fpectable prefents to the gentlemen of the
quill, who, though many of them have fuffer-
ed even death fo aking bribes, beftirred
themfelves effectually in his caufe, They
found
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found it however quite impoflible to retain
him by the admiralty-ho{pital, but conflituted
him chief furgeon over-the garrifon-hofpital,
and thofe of marching regiments, command-
ing that he and I {hould monthly communi-
cate to one another whatever happened re-
Markable in our feparate commands; and
that if any infectious alarming fevers {hould
happen, in fuch a cafe, we were to lofe no
time in.conf ulting together; and immediately,
by written reports, to acquaint the govern-
ment and admiraley, what we thought moit
proper to be done, and to fend a fuccinét re-
port of every thing to the medicine-chancery.*

Although the medicine-chancery had been
very expeditious, the admiralty writers kept
back the orders from being fent, eightecen
months, as will afterwards appear. In the
-mean tme, I had nothing to do but give at-
tendance to my private patients, and, though
I got no falary till orders were difpatched
from the admir: aley for that purpofe, yet at
laft T received every farthing ; and, having
fpare time, made double that fum by my pri-
vate pe atients.

In the month of May, when the air was
very ferene and extremely hot, bein 23 invited,
I went a-hunting with many gentleren, and
the Prince’s two eldeft fon..  The heat, be-
ing greater than any T had ever experienced,
obliged me to let down the brims of my hat,
and take off my periwig, At our return,

onjy
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only the Governor’s children and I, out of
the whole company, who were not accuftom-
ed to fuch hot air, complained of a pungent
in, heat, and itchinels in our faces ; but my
head, being clofe fhaved, and fhoulders, were
as bad as my face. The Princefs anointed
her children with frefh butter, but I took no
great notice of it : However, next day they
were much better, but I fuffered a {mart
eryfipelas on all thefe parts, and at laft loft the
epidermis, which prevented my hunting, ex-
cept in a morning very early, before the heat
grew to great height. I ufed frequently, in
_a morning, to go in company with the Go-
vernor’s eldeft fon, to fhoot. One morning
we went to a morafs betwixt a rifing ground
and the Volga, on the banks of which many
Kalmucks had formed a camp. As there was
a great fcarcity of water-fowl, we thought
proper to {eparate, to no great diftance how-
ever. I unknowingly approached a hollow
~ place, where many dogs were making a
breakfalt on a dead Kalmuck. The dogs
-inftantly attacked me; I fired my gun among
them, but, though I killed one, it had no ef-
- fet in frightening the reft; I therefore was
obliged, with my clubbed fowling piece, to
keep them off, by turning round, which ex-
- ercife I could not have performed long, if
. the young Prince had not perceived my dan-
- ger, and refcued me by firing among them.
In the mean time, I loaded, whilft they fur-
rounded
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rounded him, and gave them one other dif-
charge, which diminifhed their number, and
~pofiibly wounded others. = After this they fled
to their mafters, and we returned home, both
in great fright. -

In the afternoon, in company with fome
young officers, to whom we had related this
-affair, we went upon the banks of the Volga,
and, with our piftols, did not leave a Kal-
muck dog alive within two miles of Aftra-
_chan¥*, :

The Prince I mentioned above, was the
fame who lately was minifter from Ruffia to
the Court of Great Britain, and, at prefent, I
am agreeably informed, is vice-chancellor to
the Empire of Ruflia.  Prince Alexander, for
that is his name, was then indeed a moft pro-
mifing youth; wherefore, I am not furprifed
at his prefent elevation, for he was early and
effectually taught the beauty of virtue and
the deformity of vice, had naturally noble
{entiments, which were improved and brought
to perfection by the great example of his il-
Iuftrious parents.

* [ mention this trifling affair, that the reader may fee
how dangerous it is to go near thefe dogs accuftomed to
eat human bodies. It may appear trifling to fome, and
very ufeful tp others.

Gt AP,
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CH AP LXVI.

A Continuation of what happened ir the Year
1740. ‘

BOUT the month of June, the brave Kal-
A muck Prince Donduk Ambo died, it was
faid, of a fever. The Ruflian court now in-
tended to appoint one named Donduk Daf-
chee, Prince over the Kalmucks. They had
kept him' in Cafan many years in a princely
manner, had carefled him much, with a view
to get him fo far in the intereft of Ruflia, as to
perfuade the Kalmucks to live in cities and
villages on the banks of the Volga, and no
more wander about the delart in tents.

Donduk Ambo’s lIady, a Circaffian by birth,
defcended of one of the moft illufirious fami-
Lies in Circaflia, was of a different opinion.
She had five children to Donduk Ambo, and
very naturally wifhed that her children fhould
fucceed their father ; and therefore at pre-
fent {fummoned all the Kalmuck chiefs to at-
tend at her'tent. < They frankly enough e-
{poufed her caufe, and determined to keep
near her perfon. It was faid, avxchis time,
that fhe had a body of at leaft 40,000 men,
all warriors, who had been tried under the
orders of the late Donduk Ambo. 'She en-
camped on the weft fide of the Volga, over-

againft
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again{t Aftrachan, till the beginning of Au-
guft, and then marched through the defart
fouth to the borders of Circaflia, where they
wintered, and where I now leave them‘ tll

next year.
In the month of Auguft, one named Ana-
ftatius, a Greek merchant; arrived in Aftra-
chan from Buchara: He gave privately an
account to the Governor, that, under pretence
of going to trade in different parts of Tarta-
ry, for which purpofe he had obtained pro-
per paflports from Kuli Khan, who, he faid,
had conquered Buchara and Chiva, which in-
deed was very true. Hefaid, that Kuli Khan
had cavnfed make a very {lrit enquiry a-
mong the merchants who were acquainted
with the defarts betwixt Chiva and Aftrachan,
about the diftance, water, provifions, the na-
tions who inhabit thefe defarts, and wanted
to know if it was poflible to march a great ar-
my from thence to Aftrachan ; and he, Kuli
Khan, further enquired of Anaftatius many
things concerning the forces and ftrength of
“Aftrachan. I fay, under pretence of going
into different parts of Tartary, Anaftatius ob-
tained a paffport from the Shach, but, as foon
as he thought himfelf to be out of danger of
being taken by any Perfian party, he directed
his courfe firaight to Aftrachan, to acquaint
the government of their danger. The go-
vernor was well fatisfied that no truft was to
be put in the friendly meflages which were
frequently
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frequently fent to Ruffia by that tyrant ; ag
for honour, he never laid claim to any. - At
this time the Shach had an ambaffador at the
court of Ruflia, and was fending two who
were in Kizlaar with twenty elephants, and
many valuable prefents to the Emprefs and
her minifters, being part of the {poils he had
taken from the Great Mogul. But all thefe
figns of friendfhip fignified very little, fince
it was very well known, that, upon the pre-
tence of friend(hip, he had frequently invaded
his neighbour’s countries, and not only de-
firoyed all the beft of the natives, but effectu-
ally ruined thefe countries, and gave up the
fubjects to the moft unparalleled cruelties ;
and all the women, without diftinction, to
fatisfy the luft of his brutal army. Soon af-
ter Aftanatius had brought this true informa-
tion, it was corroborated by many others,
who had fled from the cruelties of the mon.
firous Kuli Khan. He had marched his ar-
my againft Buchara in the year 17403 the
Prince of which country, {inding himfelf un-
able to ftand out againft fuch a numerous ar-
my of devils, caufed open the gates of his ca-
pital and the other cities belonging to him,
and fued for mercy, which for once was
granted, alledging that the Prince of Buchara
was the true delcendent of Mahomet, and
therefore ought to meet with adoration from
all the true believers. Kuli Khan tock no-
thing from this prince, but begged, that he

would
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would grant him one of his daughters, that
he might raife up a progeny of the defcend-
ents of Mahomet, who might in after ages
fway the feeptre of Perfia: This favour was
ealily obtained. From Buchara he marched
directly for Chiva; but thefe brave igno-
rant people did not properly receive him, but
upbraided him in the groffeft manner, which
raifed his paflion to fuch a height, that he fat
down before their city, and in a fhort time
made very many large breaches in the walls,
and particularly overthrew one very flrong
battery, in which the deluded inhabitants pla-
ced their greateft hopes. When he was giving
the neceflary orders, and making difpofitions
for an immediate aflault, the inhabitants beg-
ged for mercy, and opened their gates.
‘The Shach, at this .time proceeding with
good policy, ordered firong guards to take
pofleilion of the gates, and, by found: of
trumpets, difcharged any of his army to en-
ter the city, or in any {hape molefl the natives
or foreign merchants, who might be. found
there : He next cauled a flrong party entcr
* the city, - patxole the {lreets, 'md place fafe-
guards at the gates of all the caravanferas in
it, forbidding either natives or forcigners, on
pain of death, to appear in the ihu.,s, tiil
further orders. Next he caufed {eize the Khan
and his counfellors, whofe heads were chop-
ped off. Next day he declared a general par-
don, and permitted foreigners to brmg their

3 A prefents
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prefents to his camp. This account I had
from a countryman who was prefent, and be-
lieve every word to be true.

After he had conquered thefe inhabited
countries, he could proceed no farther for de-
farts infefted by wandering hoards of Tartars,
which inhabited the defarts betwixt him and
Aftrachan ; and underftanding from every
perfon, who knew thefe defarts, that it would
be quite impoflible to march his army thro’
them, he garr ifoned Chiva, and the other
towns belonging to that principality, with a
numerous body of men, and returned into
Perfia by the way of Aftrabat, Mezanderan,
Cafbin and Ardevil, with a defign, as was gi-
ven out, to punifh the rebellious Lefgee Tar-
tars : Of which expedition, and his fuccefs, I
fhall give the hiftory in a more proper place.

C HA P. LXVIL
Continuation of what happened in the Year 1740.

PON being well affured of the truth of
Anaftatius’s information, the careful
Governor loft no time in .acquainting the
court, and in caufing ftrong lines to be drawn
round the fouth of Aftrachan, at the diftance
of one verft from the city, well ftrengthened
. ‘with batteries, upon which cannon were fix-
ed. He fent into the defart many parties of
dragoong



TRAVEL-S. 371

dragoons and irregulars, to watch the motions
of whoever paffed thefe defarts, and to bring
him all intelligence. He difpatched orders
to the refident and conful in Perfia, requir-
ing them to fpare no coft to get all the intel
ligence pofiible of the defigns of Kuli Khan.
In the latter end of July, nincteen ele-
phants arrived on the weft banks of the Vol-
ga, with an ambaffador called Huflein Khan,
and a great number of attendants, in their
way to St Peterfburgh. The principal am-
baflador, Sadar Khan, a great favourite of the
Shach, died of a flux at Kizlaar, and the one
who came with the elephants, wanted much
to have wintered in Aftrachan, threatening
to return to his mafter in cafe of a denial;
but the Governor let him know, that in Aftra-
chan there was neither provifion nor conve-
niencies for his retinue, being five hundred
men and elephants ; that he was at full liber-
© ty, either to proceed on his way to St Peter{-
burgh, or return, when he {fould be efcorted

with four regiments of dragoons under the or- °

ders of Major general Apraxin, who had con-
voyed them from Kizlaarto this place. The
only liberty which this ambaffador could ob-
tain, was to be permitted to go intc a bagnio
with a few of his followers. During his ftay
in Aftrachan, (which was only a few hours,)

-

all care was taken, that neither Perfians nor .

Tartars were permitted t0 go to him, except
fuch in whom the Governor could confide,
and
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and who bad their inftruftions given them, .
T went over the river to fee thefe monfters,
in company with the field-apothecary, and as
we could not {peak with the Perfians, and the
dragoons being at {fome diftance from the e-
lephants, becaufe the horfes were terrified for
them, we went to one who {eemed to be the
largeft, with two fmaller female ones, one on
each fide. They were all chained by the
hinder legs with ftrong iron chains, The
male elephant made great noife, and with
his trunk ftruck the ground fo very fh'ongly,
that we thought the earth trembled. Litde
did we know the danger we were in, nor the
reafon of all this paffion, when a little Indian
got up, from among the hay which the beafts
were eating, with a lance in his hand, made
figns for us to retire, {poke angrily to the ele-
phant, and then thruft the fpear many times
into his fides. At laft, after he had thus pu-.
nithed him, he again {poke, but the beaft did
not feem to reliffi this treatment, wherefore he
began again to wound him with a very broad
fpear, when at length the moniter made a
particular kind of noife, and laid his left fore
" Jeg outward, upon which the Indian crept,
till he got on his back, from whence he mo-
ved forward, till he was feated right behind
his ears ; then he took an ax, fuch as we
break fugar with, only on the oppofite fide
to the cutting edge, was a pike about a fin-
ger-length, with which he beat the beaft on
: the
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the head, and fpoke to him betwixt every.
blow, till he had punifhed him {uﬂicxentl Y.
‘A man pafling by, who {poke the Ruffian and.
Indian language, told us, that we had been

in great danger, and that the beaft was very
angry that we approached {o near the females;.
that this elephant was the only one in .the.
number, who was not as yet rightly tamed,

and therefore very dangerous. This was not.
faying much for the natural fagacity of the e-

lephant, though ever fo wild, to be jealous of
the apothecary and me with his miftrefles;.
but, on the other hand, it is certain, that
thofe who are well tamed, and ufed with

mankind, do behave in a very extraordinary

manner. An inftance of which, for the en-

tertainment of the reader, I'll venture to give

as I was informed by General-major Apraxin.
It is this:

When they went out of Kizlaar, many of.
the inhabitants went to {ee the elephants ; a-
mong the reft was a felf-fufficient proud
prieft, firutting with great ftatelinefs to expofe
his importance to the common people. This.
clod of pride the general fpied, and privately
fent one of his {ervants to defire the gover-
nor of a very large elephant, but quite tame
and docile, to frighten the pricft swithout
hurting him. = At the Indian’s pronouncing
the word of direction, the elephant reared his
long trunk in the air, made a great noife, and
approached the prieft. The multitude fled,

but
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but the e}cphant k_ept clofe to the prieft, who
fled into the defart.  As he paffed near j
large pit made for catching wild beafls (which
will be deferibed when I arrive in Circaffia) .
about eight or nine fect deep, he ran to it,
and jumped in, there thinking he would be
{afe. The beaft followed, and immediately,
I fuppofe as directed, threfhed on each fide of
the pit, which was loofe ground, fo violently,
that the earth tumbled down mpen him ,
wherefore, he was obliged to {cramble up, Jegt
he had been buried alive. However, whep he
was very tired, and effectually flighte11ed, the
elephant went away, and the prieft was cap.
ried home, as was reported, in a very homely
ftinking condition, nor did<he recover hig
fright foon.
I faw thefe creatures go away, conveyed
four regiments: They moved from the
fouth fide of a hill, northward, up the banks
of the Volga. It is incredible how frighted
the Ruflian horfes were for them, the floutef:
dragoons could not command them to go
near. On the back of one of the largeft tame
elephant, they had a machine fixed, where
two or three men could fit, railed about. }
was told, that the ambaflador, in company
“with one or two more, ufed fometimes, ina
pleafant day, to fit there for a day’s journey.
~Although, as has been obferved, their chains
were very weighty, yet they dragged them
with great eafe ; and their ordinary walk re-

quires
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quires an ordipary horfe to trot, to keep
pace with them. As that animal is fo ‘well
known, I thall fay no more about it at pre<
- fent.

C H A P. LXVIIL

The Author treats of the different anecdotes as
they happened in the courfé of this year.

Had been in Aftracham about two or three
weeks, when one afternoon Paftor Wife
payed me a vifit : He afked me, If T was of
the reformed religion ? I anfwered him in the
affirmative. He {aid that he had been inform-
ed fo, and told me that he rejoiced at
it, and faid he doubted not that I adhered
to the kirk of Scotland. Ifaid I did, and at
prefent believed I fhould not change, tho’
I began to entertain a very good epinion of
the church of England. He faid that of the
.two he loved or efteemed the kirk beft, but
that he alfo had a very great opinion of the
purity of the do¢trine of the church of Eng-
land ; and that the Englith church had pro-
duced fome of the moft learned divines in the
world. Then he afked me, Why I had not
been at church fince my arrival in Aftrachan?
I faid, that I underftood the German langu-
age very imperfectly, nor did I know the
method of worthip in their church, never
having
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having once been in any, that I f'carce]y
couldread the German print, and that I looked
-upon-every onc, who pretended to join in
divine worfhip with others whom they did
not underftand, to be hypocrites. He beg-
ged I would entertain no fuch opinion, that
I would come to church, and made me 4
prefent of a German bible, faying, that if |
réad it frequently, God would affit me {0y
to underftand the language, and, withoyt
giving me time to return an anfwer, imme.
diately kneeled down, and prayed. He was,
I dare fay, a very good man ; but a great
‘enthufiaft. I accepted of his bible, and ip-.
deed foon learned the German language, byt
this was owing to my daily keeping compa-
ny with the Germans in Aftrachan.

Mr Wife told me, that he had  beep
preacher to Count Muinich, but that, at the .
earneft defire of Brigadier Younger, and the
gentlemen belonging to the garrifon, he came
there: But faid, that it was expected the bri-
gadier would foon leave this place, and )
when that fhould happen, he wonld go with
him ; becaufe Colonel Pile, the eldeft officer
belonging to the garrifon, bore him a grudge,
nor had paid kim his falary, according to his
fubfcription, for one year bypaft, and that
many others had done the fame thing ; be-
canfe he had reproved him for feizing the ef>
fe&ts belonging to one of Prince Dolgaruka’s
family, after his death, though he had lefi

a wife



T # AR T .y 377

a wife in no very opulent circumftances. He
faid, that the Prince had a great liking to the
colonel’s lady, and that fhe had, in his laft
days; ‘perfuaded him to this; and that he had
_ granted a will in her favowr, in prejudice of
his own wife, which he thought not only dif-
graced themfelves, but would have brought
a reproach on the foreigners, if he had not
burnt the will, and f{o forced them to deliver
up the Prince’s effets to his widow. I afk-
ed him, How he attempted to burn the will 2
or how he got pofleflion of it ? He faid, that
foreigners were fo univerfally feandalized on
this account, that he went to the houfe and
expoftulated with them ; but finding that this -
ferved only to inflame them againft him,.- he
defived to fee this will, that he might fay
whether it was genuine : Accordingly the will
was produced, and when Madam had gone
into another room, he committed it to the
fire in. prefence of the colonel, who was fo
old and fliff that he could not reach the fire
till it was confumed : And this.ﬁuiﬂlcdl, and
faid, he prefently withdrew, and never en-
tered the houfe again.  They fwore revenge,
but were obliged to reftore every thing be-
longing to the deceafed Prince; and hitherto
the brigadier had protected him. Ot this I
gave our governor a very fuccinét account,
who next day fent, and defired the paftor
would dine with him : He f{ent alio for the
colonel, and after dinner gently fpoke of

3 B Stat



378 V-OX A G'ES ZAND

that affair, and told Mr Wife, that if any, in
either garrifon or army, had figned a call for
him to come as parfon to Aftrachan, and had
annexed a certain {um of money : And if, at
any time, any of thefe officers refufed to pay
the fum they had voluntarily fubfcribed; upon
Mr Wife’s complaint, he would order pay-
ment immediately, and a ftop to, be put to
their falary till all was clear.  He told him
alfo, that he would protet him, and every
honeft man, as long as he governed that king-
dom, let their religion be what they pleafed.
The governor pronounced this {entence with
fitch a determinate countenance, that next
~ day the poor parfon got all his demands paid
up : But the colonel and apothecary fwore
they never would enter the church as long ag
Mr Wife was there ; which oath was alfo
broken, when the apothecary buried his fon.
By their rules, the dead body is brought in-
to church, when a fhort fermon upon {uch
occafions i5 preached before burial : In that
fermon, the paftor lafhed them very fevere-
Iy before the whole congregation. ~ He faid,

- that men that had bound themfelves by oath

never to enter the church fo leng as paftor
Wife preached there, but God had deter-
mined that they fhould enter the church
either dead or alive. He f{aid, that who-
~ever were {o foolifh as to make fuch promifes,
did not attend to the will of God, who it was
evident, by the melancholy example before us,

= was
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was determined to bring them upon firch oc-
cafions, and advifed them rather to walk in-
to the church, as their duty required, or elfe
God would caufe them to be carried into this
houfe when dead, and when it was dubious
whether they had a chance for falvation. He,
I thought, upon this cccafion, carried his re-
fentment too far, and, in place of cement-
ing differences, made, as he well might have
fore{een, the breach not only wider; but
provoked other peoplc, and in {hort was ioon
thereafier, in company with the good brlga-
dier, obliged to leave Aftrachan. I was in-
formed that he went to Pruflia, and’ was
much carefled in that kingdom,

G HwA P o IXVEE

(.onccmmg Monfieur Pierre Poffet and bis Az'—

VERLUTCS

Had been but a fhort time in Aftrachan,
when I was made acquainted with a
French refagee called Picrre Poflet, who gave
me the following relation of his adventures
He was at that time about {ixty years of age ;
and Mrs Poflet, both French, was fifty, Mr
Poflet {aid, that when Le was very young, his
father was taken up and broken on the
wheel, after he had fuffered unheard of tor-
tuves ; and a {inall eftate which belonged to
"~ their
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their family was annexed to the crown of
France, becaufe he openly profefled the
Reformed Religion, nor would renounce it
to the lat.  Mr Poflet was, when his father
fuffered, nine or ten years old: He wag
his only child, and was fent to a monaftery,
to be educated according to the Roman prin-
ciples : But after the priefts had half ftarved
him, whipped, and otherways tortured him,
finding they could not prevail, they appoint-’
ed him to work hard in their gardens daily
under fevere difcipline : At laft, however, he
got an opportunity, and, in great danger,
elcaped. He faid, that as he had great rea-
fon to be diffatisfied with their unheard of
cruelties, he loft no opportunity of doing
them all the injury he pofiibly could during
his ftay there, which was about three years,
and very feldom was fufpected, When he
had efcaped, he went begging thro! France,
till he was prefled into the King’s fervice,
as a dragoon, where he ferved till the Kin
of France loft a battle on this {ide the Alps.
At which time, the Reformed, who were in
the royal army, deferied in a body, and fled
into Tirol, and thence difperfed through
Germany and other countries. Poflet took
his road to Holland, frem thence into Eng-
land ; betwixt which countries, having gotten
fome {mall ftock, and credit from the trefu-
gees in London, he traded fome years, and
married in Holland. At laft, he went to
Ruflia,




TR AVE L& 28¢

Ruflia, and, as futler, he followed the Ruf>
fian army to the fiege of Afoph, which was
the firft expedition Peter the Great made a-
gainft the Turks. When Afoph was taken,
Poffet had intereft to be appointed, with a
good falary, overfeer of the vine-gardens in
Aioph and continued there till Afoph was a-
gain reftored to the Turks, by the unfortunate
treaty of the Pruith. During this time,
Poflet, who had knowledge in commerce,
had made a pretty fortune: But inclined to
go to Aftrachan, where he was appointed
principal over the Emperor’s vine-gardens,
by a contrat during his life, by which he
was to have good houfes to dwell in, and
the whole produce of the garden for his
maintenance, except what fruits might be
required by the Court, and forty men main-
tained at the Empire’s expence to work in
the garden, which garden was at leaft forty
acres of the beft groﬁnd. '

Pierre was thus employed long before I ar-
rived in Aftrachan, and alfo continued in
the {ame way when I left it; where he had
made a very great fortune, and had a fami-
Iy of two fons and a daughter. His eldeft
{fon was lame, and died there, his fecond,
Cornelius Poffet was fent as futler to Afoph,
the laft time it was befieged and taken, as
has Dbeen already mnoticed, by the late
ever victorious Field Marfhal Count Lacy.
Young Cornclius, who abhorred being a fut-

ler,
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ler, foon fpent all the money his* father had
intrufted him with, which was the fun of
2000 rubles. He gave credit indifcriminate-
ly to all the officers who were in want, ang
enly took their notes of hand. When he wag
reduced, and his father would not anfwey
his demands, he entered into the army as
volunteer. It was not long before he was ad.
vanced to the rank of ferjeant, and, what s
very remarkable three or four days preceed-
ing the capitulation of Afoph ; he went 5
volunteer to the ftorming of a breach three
different times, and, agreeable to the Ryf-
fian regulations, every time he was advanced
one rank higher; fo that when the city ca-
pitulated, he was captain of dragoons, and
in that quality marched with us to Perfia,
in which expedition he behaved fo well that
he was advanced to a majority when we re-
turned,

Old Poflet in his younger days fuffered
much mifery, and, as he has frequently told
me, efcaped many imminent dangers: Bug
one he ' efcaped at Aftrachan, which was
well known to all the inhabitants, and which
for its fingularity, I think delerves to be re-
lated, as it will I doubt not be agreeabile to the
xeader. ;

I faid, that he had a good houfe in the
-vine-gardens. This houle, in which he lived,
was built of timber, two ftories high, which
formed one fide of a fquare, facing which

‘ was
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was another houfe, in which the labourers of
the garden dwelt, and a large gate, which
formed another fide ; ftables and other necef-
fary houfes made a third fide, and the fourth
was finifhed with palifadoes betwixt it and
the garden.  Poflet was univerfally account-
ed one of the richeft men in Aftrachan, tho’
he made no great fhew of it: He was the
principal banker in or about the city, and his
houfe was well furnithed with the beft and
largelt quantity of filver-plate and porcelain.
One night, as. they were going to bed, a
violent knocking at the door {fummoned him
to enquire into the caufe. He was anfwered,
that it was an exprefs from the Governor, re-
quiring his immediate attendance in his pa-
lace, and that there was an order for him.
Sufpecting no harm, he opened the doer, and
foon was made fenfible, that he was at the
mercy of aband of robbers, confifting of 40
men, armed with knives and bludgeons.
They told him, that they had carefully fecu-
red his men by barricading the door, and pla-
cing firong guards there, and alfo at the win-
dow ; therefore defired him, without further
trouble, to give them all the money and va-
lue in his houfe. Poflet, feeing there was no
hclp, aflured them, that, if they would {pare
his life and Mrs Pofzt’s, he would inftantly

deliver to them every thing in his houfe.
This was agreed to, and Poflet kept his word,
but they, not regarding their promife, moft
unmercifully
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unmercifully beat both Mr and Mrs Poffer,
ftripped her naked, and tied her to a tree in
the garden, though it was extremely cold
weather: They alfo tied Mr Poffet’s hands
and feet together; and, as one of them wag
taking a long kaife out of its fheath, to cue
his throat, whilft he was putting up his fup.
plications to heaven for the fafety of his fou],
all hopes of relief baving vanifhed, an old {o]-
dier, whom Poffet kept to take care of the
ftoves, and do any little work about the
houfe, had efcaped the robbers fearch in the
garret ; he made faft the entry into the gar.
vet, and, from a window; ecalled out, as if
he had been direfting a captain how he mighe
difpofe of his men to catch all the robbeys,
“The robbers overhearing that an effetual af-
fiftance was {o near, in the greateft confterna-
tion and hurry, evacuated the houfe, and
made their efcape through the vinec-garden,
The foldier, feeing that the coaft was clear,
loft no time in letting the labouring people
out of their confinement, and releafing Pof-
fet and his wife, almoft frozen to death. The
villains had carried off all his plate and mo-
ney. Poffet not thinking himfelf as yet fe-
cure, efcorted by a few of his workmen, went
to the city about half a mile diftant, and ap-
plied to the commandant, who fent a compa-
ny of f{oldiers to watch his houfe. Another
company was direfted to patrole the fireets
with great fecrecy ; while other foldiers,

drefled
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drefled as boors; were fent into fuch houfes as
fold Kquor, with orders to fecure all fuch
boors as changed rubles or ducats, for ‘exa-
mination. Before noon next day, the great-
eft part were taken, and Poflet recovered al-
moft every thing, though, no doubt, he was
at {ome expence in employing {o many peo-
ple. The foldiers got little more than meat
and drink, becaufe they are not allowed to
take money for doing their. duty Thefe mi-
ferable banditti, after the moft exquifite tor-
ture, finithed their wretched lives, by being
broken on the wheel, or hung up by the ribs,
till they expired, except a few who died in
prifon.: After this, Mr Pofiet never durli live
in the country, but retired to the city, where
he was living when I left Aftrachan, in the
vear 1748. Scarcely any thing is more a-
greeable to mankind than to know the man-
ners, cuftoms, or fafhions of different nations;
and this curiofity prevails with the bulk of
the human race all the world over, therefore
‘the following need. to furprize none.

Mr Poffet was accuftomed to hive from the
Tartar Muz{as, a number of their men, in
the {pring time, to drefs the vine-gardens, for
he had fine gardens his own property, into
which he never permitted the labourers be-
longing to the Empire to enter,left they might
have accufed him of employing them in dref:
fing his own gardens, which wopld have rifk-
ed his forfeiting them: He therefore was welj

3C acquainted
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acquainited with the Tartar Muzfas, who had
been many years hofpitably entertained in his,
Mr Pofiet’s, hoult; they therefore prevailed
with him to go with Mrs Poflet, in the fum-
mer-time, to their camp, to take a dinner,
obliging: themfelves to put no reflraint on e
ther of them, which the difference of religion;
(they being all Mahometans) might have pro.
bably occafioned. It is well enough known,that
the Mahowmetans are very careful to keep them-
{elves very clean, by bathing, depilation, or
taking off' the hair which grows about the
greater emunéories upon the body, and by
frequent daily ablutions, particularly before
and after repafts. At Mr-and Mrs Poffer’s
arrival, dinner was ferved up, confifting prin-
cipally of mutton and fowls. After dinner
4vas over, Mrs Poffet exprefled fome defire
to vifit their wives, which was complied with,
She accordingly was introduced into a large
tent, where many of the Muzfas wives had
affembled, no doubt to fee aud converfe with
a Chriftian, with whom they very rarely, if
ever, had any correfpondence. Themén had
not long retired into their former tent, to
converfe about their affairs, till they were a+
Jarmed with a great fcreaming among the wo-
men, but Mrs Poflet’s voice was heard much
louder than any of the reft ; whereupon Pof-
fet, forgetting that it was dangerous and ve-
ry rude, immediately ran to, and, without a-
ny hefitation, entered the womens tent, where
he
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he f{pied the Tartar women fitting oppo-
fite to Mrs Pofler, expoling what modefty
requires fhould be hid, and two of them
wanted much to explore what Mrs Pqﬁ};
would have kept fecret. Mr Poffet imme-
diately refcued his wife, and the Tartars
were no ways diffatisfied with Poflet’s go-
ing into their wives tent. Mr Peflet faid,
that he frequently went and vifited the Tar-
tars, but Mrs Poflet never could be prevailed
upon to repeat her vifits. 'The old woman
acknowledged the truth of this. Hiftorical
examples, of themielves not difagrecable, ferve
not only to amufe young readers, but mare
effectually to fix in their memories the cu-
ftoms and manners of countries, and, as it
were, force them to learn geography better
than any fyftem whatever ; which is one rea-
fon why I {ometimes have related fiories of
themfelves not very interefting, for which, I
hope, the learned reader, if hc has good prin-
ciples, will pardon me.

CHA P. LXX.

Concerning differcns Affairs which happened 1his
Tear.

S no orders were {ent from the admiralty,
appointing me to take care of the fick
belonging to the port, I had much time on
my
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‘my hands, and thought it my duty to give my
opinion about the proper way to prevent the
plague from making its appearance in Aftra-
chan. I therefore gave in a petition to the
precawie or government’s chancery, and fent
a copy of it to the medicine-chancery, chiefly
reprefenting, that we could not be free of the
danger of getting the plague in fuch a very
hot kingdom as Aftrachan, unlefs the inhabj-
tants were ordered to keep every thing as
clean and free from putrefaction as pofiible,
both without and within doors, which T fing-
gined would not be diflicult to be done, if
the following rules were carefully attendeq
to. I obferved that the common people bu-
ried their dead in the churchyards, both with-
in and without the city, very fuperficially,
fearcely covering the coffin half-a foot with
earth ; which, confidering the loofenefs of
the foil, gave the greateflt chance to promote
the difeale we were {o much afraid of ; and
that maﬁy were buried in churchyards not
fenced about, fo that horfes and carrigges
drove frequently over the graves, and, in thig
dry climate, rendered the earth finely pulve-
rized,which was ealily carried away by the firft
guft of wind, expolfed the coflins to view a
very few days after interment : That the noi-
fome finell, and a vifitation of the church-
yards, would prove what I had afferted, to be
trie. I therefore defired, that, without lofs
of time, this might be-altered, by ordering the

' church-
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churchyards to be fenced in, or by prevent-
ing wheel’d machines or horfes ever to pafs
through thefe places ; and laftly, to order the
graves to be made very deep. I next repre-
fented the loath{ome manner in which the
Kalmucks expofed their dead, not only in the
_ neighbourhood of Aftrachan, but under the
wails of the city, where dogs, crows, and
fwine were daily to be feen feeding upon
them, to the great fhame and danger of a
well regulated government, I therefore re-
quired, that, fince it was contrary to their
law to bury, they fhould be obliged either to
burn them, or caft them into the Velga. . I
next took notice of the dead-houfe being not
a verdt diftant from the city, the putrid exha-
lations of which, when the wind blew, might
be obferved to be very offenfive, on the lee-
fide, at the diftance of three verfts. This be-
ing an unanf{werable proof that the inhabi-
tants of the city were daily obliged to, refpire
airmuch {aturated with one of the well known
caufes of the plague, I begged that, whatever
the archbifhop and his priefts might alledge
to the contrary, the prefent dead-houfe {hould
be filled un, and a new one ereted at a rea-
fonable diftance from the city.  Laftly, I.de-
monflrated the danger of permitting the mer-
chants to form many great flacks of fat fith
about the city, and begged that a ftop might
be put to this practice ; and that the flreets
and houfes in' and about the city be. kept

fweet
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fwveet and clean. I next ubmittéd to their
confideration, Whether it would net confj-
derably tend to the prefervation of this king-
dom, if they gave diretions to their refidents
and confuls attending the empires and prin-
cipalities of the neighbouring nations, to
make known to the princes and others econ-
cerned, in the moft exprefs and public man-
ner, that none of their fubjects fhould be
admitted into the kingdom of Aftrachan,
unlefs they had a teftimonial of health, fih-
feribed, by the Ruflian refident or confy] 2
That, to prevent effectually any people fromy
entering into the: kingdom, flrong guards
fhould be appointed in different places, to
caufe all fuch, who came without the propey
teftimonial, remain in quarantine for three
months in fummer, and fix weeks during the
winter.

My petition met with all the fuccefs T could
expect from the governor of Aftrachan, and
alfo from the medicine-chancery. I was the
better pleafed, that all the inhabitants were
quite well affured it was defigned for theiy
good. None objected to any thing but the
archbithop and Kalmucks. The firft faid,
that none had a right to appoint him a place
where to form the dead-houfe ; and the laft,
that it was difagreeable to their religion to be
obliged to throw their dead into the Volga;
but both were forced to fubmit to thefe regula-
tions. The proud bifhop bore me a grudge for

this
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this'ever after, tho® he could not have thewed
his diflike to one who valued it lefs than I did.
The archbifhop, thice or four months after
this, childifhly enough, iritended to affront mé
in the follewing manner: He had a houfe and
church, built upon one of the branches of the
Volga, diftant about one verft eaft from A-
firachan, near to which were fome {wamps
and lakes, well ftored with a variety of water+
fowl : Thither I went in a boat, to take fome
diverfion with my fowling-piece. At the hear-
ing of a fhot, the bifhop fent five or fix fer-
vants, with orders to take my piece from me:
As they approached, I dréw near to my boat,
which lay covered under the bank of the ri-
ver, out of fight. When I was within call of
the crew, I demanded what the prieftly peo-
ple wanted ? With much impudence, they
faid, that the archbifhop had fent them to
take my gun from me, becaufe the ground
belonged to the church, and he allowed no
creature to be killed there. T faid, that I was
certain the ground was the Emprefs’s, whom
I had the honour to ferve, and that I had a
very good right to diverc mylfelf innocently
there, as well as in other places, and defired
them, if they valued their fafeties, to kecp at
a due diftance, otherways I was determined
firft to let them experience what the gun was
charged with, and next to treat them as rob-
bers.  Our difcourfe was overheard by five
failors who were in the boat; they inftantly
made
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made their appearance, armed with fliffened
ropes in their hands, which the failors inn Ruf-
fia frequently carry in their pockets, and
therewith; without the fmalleft ceremony, ex.
ercifed their dexterity upon the backs of thefe
fools {o well, that they foon took to theip
heels, and happy was he who firft reached the
bithop’s houfe ; for the failors would not leave
off; though the bifhop called to them ﬁ‘om his
window.  After which time ¥ never was more

troubled by him.

C HAP. LXXL

'Cafzcer ning the Dedth of the Empr efs Auna I'aa-

n0VAA, &c;

N the 17th of O&aober, old flile, the
Emprefs Anna Ivanovna died at St Pe.
terfburgh. She was the only daughter of the
Czan Tvan of John (elder brother of Peter the
~ Great) who furvived Peter the fecond. = She
was married to Frederick-William; Duke of
Courland, in the year 1710, on the 13th of
February O. S. but the Duke died in Janu-
ary 1711, and left no children. His Lady,
the ' Dutchefs, reigned in Courland &ll the
year 1730, when, after the deaih of Peter the
fecond, fhe was declared Emprefs on the
29th of January the fame year. = As this af-
fair, fo far as I know, never has been made
public,
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public, and, as I was informed of the follow-
* ing things by many perfons who had a
fhare in them, efpecmlly as I hope it will be
agreeable to the reader, I fhall give him an ac-
count of what paffed at this time, as briefly as
I can.

At the death of Peter the fecond, the lords,
who were at the head of affairs, detached to
Courland many noblemen of the firft families
and rank in Ruflia, among whom was Prince
Michael Golitzin, the fame with whom I went
to Aftrachan. They conduéted her from
Courland to a village within feven verfts of
Mofcow, with all the ceremonious pomp to
which her high birth intitled her.  Here how-
ever {he was defired to halt, till fhe had fign-
ed an inftrument, which was made out by the
great lords in the regency, by which fhe was
declared Emprefs of all the Ruflias, . ac--
cording to ufual form ; but it was required,
that fhe, on her part, thould oblige herfelf, and
her heirs, to take into her and their councils,
eight or nine noblemen, chofen from the fa-
milies of Ruflia who were at the head of af-
fairs at this time, of which number the Dolga-
ratti were the principal. The Emprefs did
not relifh this unexpected attack upon her
power, which fhe thought was her birth-right;
but, by the advice of h-.,l friends, the chief of
whom was a Courland gentleman, Mr Byron,
now Duke of Courland, fhe figned the deed,
hoping for better times, and made ready for

3 D her
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her entry into Mofcow next day, through ma-
ny fuperb triumphal arches prepared on this
occafion.

The lords of regency, full of fecurity, a5
they thought, next morning {Ummoned the
guards, and all nobility and gentry, to make
their appearance in the metropolitan church,
in order to confirm this agreement or deed by
their oaths. A gentleman, Vafilic Nikiterch
Tatithoff, afterwards governor of Aftrachan,
who was only a lieutenant, ftanding near the
altar, as foon as the ‘deed was read, and the
gendemen firft in rank were defired to fign j¢,
and give their oaths, declaring, that they
would ftand by it with their lives and for.
tunes, unaffifted by any, jumped into the
chancel, and, with a loud voice, called o
the guards to hear what he had to fay,
The great lords ordered to knock him down ;
but the guards furrounded him with their
- drawn broad fwords, and declared, that
Mr Tatifhoff {hould be heard, and threaten-
ed to put any to death who fhould offer the
leaft hurt to him. Silence enfuing, Mr Ta-
tithoff began, by telling them what they very
well knew, viz. That their government of
Ruflia was abfolute, and fuited beft with their
empire : That the guards, who were gentle-
men, other gentlemen through the whole em-
pire, and many of the nobility, were altoge-
ther excluded from this {fettlement : That on-
Iy nine families were mentioned, nine out of

which
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which were to be chofen as hereditary coun-
fellors, without whofe advice and approbati-
on, the Emprefs and all her fucceflors eonld
do nothing of the fmalleft importance.. From
this he drew a certain confequence, that none
would have the leaft chance for prefer~
ment in the empire, but the eadets of
their families, or the moft obfequious to their
interefls ; and confequently he, Tatifhoff, and
all other gentlemen, might, with certainty,
bid farewell to the hopes of advancement,
let their faithful fervices deferve ever fo much,,
He faid, that in place of one monarch, he was
forry to obferve a defignx of having tem. He
put the guards in remembrance of Peter the
Great, who, without refpect to families, pro~
vinces, or different nations, indiferiminately
advanced every one as he deferved : Where~
fore he begged of the guards to go with him,
and bring the Emprefs to her palace with ho-
nour, afluring them, that if fhe voluntarily
thould part with any fhare of her power, i
that cale he would make no objection. Upem
this, the guards, with Tatifhoff, and a very
great number of nobility, went and brought
the Emprefs to the palace, where My Tatif-
hoff was, from a lieutenant, declared privy-
counfellor, which is equal in rank to liente-
nant-general. The great lords were banith~
ed at prefent, but afterwards many of them
" were punifhed with cruel deaths,

This
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© This Emprefs ruled with juftice, but great’
feverity. If fhe at any time fhewed favour,
it was chiefly to foreigners.  She kept all her
lifetime her Chriftian neighbours in atwe and

; and carried on a moft fuccefsfu]
war, full of glory, againft the Turks. In the
year 1739, fhe got her niece, the Duke of
Mecklenburgh’s daughter, Princefs Anne,
married to Prince Erneft Ulrich of Wolfen-
buttel, and declared their iflue heirs to the
throne of Ruflia. At the Emprefs Anne’s
death, fhe declared Prince Ivan, or John, the
only fon of the aforefaid Prince and Princefs,
heir to the empire ; his mother his governefs
till of age, and Byron, now Duke of Cour-.
land, regent, till the Emperor fhould attain
his {feventeenth year of age. The news of
the Emprefs’s death, and a copy of her will,
were fent by a young Courland gentleman to
Aftrachan, and were reccived with awful fj-
lence. Next day we were all obliged to go
to the great church there, to be {worn before
the archbifhop, and fign our oaths, declaring
* that we were determined to fpend our lives
and fortunes in defence of the late Emprefi’s
will; to maintain the Emperor Ivan on the
throne, and the Duke of Courland regent of
the empire, till the Emperor fhould attain his
feventeenth year of age.

At this time, our Governor relieved a poor
prifoner, who had been an enfign in the ar-
my when Peter the Great returned from his

conquefts
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conquefls in Perfia. Peter gave out orders
by the parole, and caufed pubh[h them by
beat of drum, that, in the night time, if an
perfon walking the ftreets (hould deny to an-
fiver the centinel’s third fummons, he had
orders to fire upon him. When the orders
were read to the enfign, young Pufkoff, for
that was his name, {md foolithly enough, that
if the Emperor himfelf denied to anfiver the’
third fummons, he would not hefitate to fire
upon him. This was foon reported to the
Emperor, who ordered him to be immured.
He was accordingly put into a hole in the city
wall, and the door built up with ftone and
lime ; neither was there any other opening in-
to that hole, except a {lit in the wall, through
which he rececived his meat. In this hole he
had remained fixteen years, and in that time
had loft his underftanding ; but, as’he was a
.great enthufiaft, the populace believed him
alfo to have been infpired; for when he had
been fome time confined, he, not knowing a'
‘better way to get any thing to fupport na-
ture, except what was allowed by the govern-
ment, which was only very coarfe rye-flour
and a little {alt, pretended to predict and tell
fortunes, by which means, joined to his great
profeflion of fanétity, he lived very well.
Many thoufands of people ran to fee him
taken out, and I went upon an oppofite wall
with fome of Prince Golitzin’s children, where
I could have a good view, without any ha-
zard.
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zard. The foldiers firft called to him to re-
turn thanks to heaven, aﬂurmg him, that Em-
prefs Anne was dead, and ‘that the merciful
Governor, Prince Golitzin, had given orders’
to reftore him to liberty upon this occafion -
Then they began to break down the door,
and when it was open, he was informed of it,
and ordered to come out, but he returned no
anfwer ; whereupon a flrong foldier entered
into the hole, and brought him to the open
air ; in doing which, Pufhkin had very near
killed him with the ram-rod of a gun which
he was in pofleflion of. He ftared round,
and afked many queftions at the byftanders,
and in" particular, Whether ‘they were not
leading’ him to fome cruel death ? But being
at laft convinced that the Prince had reftored -
him to his liberty, and had ordered them to
carry him to the bagnio to be wafhed clean,
and drefled in new cloaths, which were ready
for him, he, in the moft fervent and f{in-
. cere manner, rendered thanks to heaven,
and prayed for the profperity of the mer-
ciful Governor’s family. He had no fooner
feen the metropolitan church, than he threw
himfelf on the ground, with his head towards
the church, and continued a long time render-
1ﬁg thanks to God for his deliveranee ; then
he rofe, crofied himfelf many times, and went
to the bagnio, of which he had much need,
for he had not the colour of a man, and it
was not eafy to come near him, he {melt

fo
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fo difagreeably. Afier he had been wafhed,
and dreffed in clean new cloaths, he had
great plenty of meat given him, of which
he had no great need, for Prince’ Golitzin or-
dered him, and many other prifoners, meat
from his own table daily. He at laft had li-
berty given him to go where he pleafed, and
a room and bed provided for him in fome of
the {ervants apartments, with orders to take
care of him. Every perfon exprefled great
fatisfaction at the releafe of this man, and
welcomed him by giving him firong liquor
and fpirits to drink, which foon put an end
to his fufferings. Four days after he was ta-
ken out, I went into the hole, but though the
door continued open, I could not draw my
breath in it but with difficulty. It confifted
of two apartments nearly {quare, the finalleft
being eight feet by fix.

This fettdement did not continue long,
for, in the month of November, we recei-
ved another ucawfe or royal order, ac-
quainting the inhabitants, that the Duke of
Courland was arrefted, and fent into fome
place of fafety, becaufe he had intended to
ufurp the government by the moft villainous
means, &e. Laftly, that the Duchefs of Brunf-
wick, at the moft humble defire of the mini-
firy, fenate, and all the orders of the fidft per-
10.1:10 , and others of note in Peterfburgh, had
taken thc reins of government into her hands,
until the Empcror her fon fhould be of age ;

and
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and that, as fhe was declared regent of the em-
pire 'by the miniftry and army, it was comman-

ded that fhe fhould be declared regent thro’

the kingdom of Aftrachan, and thatall ranks of
people in the armies and fleet {hould give and

fubfcribe their oaths to be obedient and faithfual

to her government, and fhould, to the rifk of
their lives and fortunes, by all means in their

power, defend and maintain her in this high |
ftation,and zealou(ly maintain the rights of her

royal fon and family. The Princefs had, by

the advice and confent of the miniftry, ap-

pointed the Prince her hufband to be gene-

raliffimo of all the armies in Ruffia, and, at

the {fame time, had declared Count Muinich

to be the firft fubject in Ruflia next the royal

family, but that he was no longer to have any

command in the army ; and therefore requi-

red that the army in Aflrachan fhould take

notice of this, as no orders from him ought

~ to be obeyed.

CH A P. LXXIIL

Az Acconnt of the Fall of the Duke of Cours
land, Regent of Ruffia, as the Author was
informed by creditable Pecple, when be went
to St Petersburgh.

O great changes happen in the world,
but they are related very differently.
The
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The following account of the fall of the Duke
of Courland I had from people of very good
reputation, and who were in- St Pel:erfburgh
at the time. The Ruflians were not fatisfied
that the Duke of Courland, a foreigner, and
but Jately a private gentleman, fhould be re-
gent of Ruflia, and the royal family have no
{hare of the government. - Many, it was faid,
had {fpoken of this rather too freely, which
was reported to the Duke, who, without lofs of
time; caufed feize them, and fent them to the
caftle for examination. Reprefentations in their
favours from the Prince and Princefs of Brun{-
wick were not only difregarded, but ill taken.
Jealoufies, fears, and animofities ran now ve-
ry high, {o that, I was aflured, none of the
royal family durft take an airing, for fear of
the regent.  Five hundred men mounted
guard for the protection and honour of each
of the two courts every day, and the royal fa-
mily did every thing which was in their pow-
er to fecure their favour; whereas the
Duke of Courland carried on affairs rather
- with a high hand, as he thought he was cer-
tain of keeping this power, and that the only
way te do fo,would be to rule with a rod of
iron.. It was faid, and believed by many,
that he intended ro cut-off the royal family,
and, by ene way or other, to get the Princels
Elyabeth to marry his eldeft fon. Be this as
it will, the Prince and Prince{s of Brunfwick
being in this dangerous condition, and get-

3 E ting
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ting notice that the regent had caufed torture
many of their friends in the caftle, and had
paﬂ‘cd fentence of death upon: fome, who
were ordered for execution in a few days,
fent for the Field Marfhal Count Muinich,
They made him acquainted with every thing,
with all the caufes of their fears, and' de-
manded his advice and affiftance. He advifed
them that they f{lould difclofe their appre-
henfions to none, and promifed that he would
foon free them of their fears or lofe his life
in the attempt : Which, if he did, fhould
never be a caufe of making their fituation in
the fmalleft degree worfe; therefore he de-
fired that they would leave the execution of
this affair to him. He had gone very privately
from his own houfe to the palace, and took
the fame precaution in returning home.
Before this time, a mii'underﬁanding had
happened betwixt the Duke of Courland and
the field marfhal ; but, as the duke was now
declared regent of the Empire, the field
marfhal thought it could not derogate from
his honour to make the firft advances to a re-
conciliation. He therefore, without lofs of
time, or the {malleft hefitation, fent a letter
to the regent profefling great defire of being
efteemed one of his friends, and that he
would be glad to know when it would be
convenient for his Highnefs to receive a
vifit. '
: - Nothing
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Nothing could poffibly have happened fo
agreeable to the regent, He had not the leaft
doubt of the count’s fincerity, and wifhed
aboye all things to make a man of his great
abilities his friend : He therefore returned
for anfwer, that he would be extremely glad
to receive a vifit from the count at all times,
the fooner the better; and begged that he
would favour him with his company that very
day at  dinner; becaufe he had fome affairs
ﬁfm the greatefl confequence to lay before
- At dinner, (for fach an anfwer the count
expected, and confequently obeyed the fum-
mons immediately) the count appeared ex-
tremely glad, and exprefled much fatisfac-
tion at the happy reconciliation. The re-
gent, no doubt thought him{elf a happy man,
in having as he imagined, a perfon of the
count’s abilities, his declared and open friend.
The higheft marks of refpect and friendfhip
were profefled, with the greateft fhew of fin-
cerity, on both fides, and they fpent the af-
ternoon together, taking a chearful glafs, till
late in the afternoon, when they parted with
mutual {atisfaction : The one that he had, as
he thought, gained one of the greateft men
in the Empire to be his trufty friend; the o-
ther, that he had lulled the regent into a no-
tion of the greateft fecurity. The regent
begged that the count would make his vifits
very frequent, which the other aflured him

{hould
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fhould be complied with, as long as they
“fhould be acceptable. The regent declared
nothing could ever be more agreeable to him;
but little did he dream of what very foon

followed. !
Soon after midnight, when moft people
‘are generally afleep, except fuch as are in
pain or mifery, card-players, drunkards,
and villains of all kinds, the -count in
company of two or three trufty brave men
went to the regent’s palace.  As he was lieu-
tenant-colonel of the regiment of guards up-
on duty, and very well known to all the
{oldiers, he pafled on to the guard-houfk,
where he demanded to fpeak with the major,
' who was principal commander on duty, and
who, it was thought, was well acquainted
with the count’s defign, and fully refolved
heartily to fecond him. They with a few
more of the guards, whom  the major could
well truft, with great caution approached the
‘bed-chamber, ‘and foon forced open the
door. It was faid that the duke with his
{fword for a long time defended himfelf
bravely, and the dutchefs with a fabre wound-
ing feverals, 'till fome rude foldiers knocked
her on the head, and even after that with dif-
ficulty fecured her at laft! Scarcely it ever
happens otherways than that {fomething very
prodigious is related at the deaths or difgraces
of great men, who have in fome fhape been
eminent in the world ; and {uch flories are
greedily
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greedily fwallowed down, and by the multi-
tude, gain credit fooner than more probable
hiftory. = That the Duke of Courland, who
it was well enough known did not want good
judgment, fhould upon fuch an occafion
expofe himfelf, lady, and family to immedi-
ate certain death, when he faw himfelf fur=
rounded by fo many brave men, may gain
credit with fome children, but {carcely with
any other ; that the dutchefs might have fal-
len into fome outrageons fit I fhall not dif~
pute, but her fo readily getting a fabre,
where none were kept, and there performing
military feats, carrying down all before her,
till, only by accident, fhe was knocked on
the head by a rude foldier : Whilft her bro-
ther-in-law, Guftavus Biron, bred a foldier,
and naturally afraid of nothing, was caught
making his efcape through the garden, is too
romantic for me to believe. In fhort, that
they were all made prifoners and fent to Sluf~
{elburgh, thence to Siberia, is very certain.

This event was indeed as fudden as un-
forefeen by the Duke of Courland: But it
was moft fortunate for the Royal family, and
for many (fome making their numbers exceed
a hundred, others confining them to forty)
gentlemen, related to the principal families
in Ruffia, at that time confined in the caftle,
for it was aflerted, and probably very truly,
that many were to have been brought to the
torture, and fome to have fuffered death the

day
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day following : So that it'was no wonder to
hear that the Ruflians rejoiced much at the
downfal of the Duke of Courland. He
was faid to be'aman of very good parts,
but rather eruel ; it was thought it was pure-
1y by his counfel that the late Emprefs thew-
ed {0 great difdain and cruelty to the moft
ancient and -noble families in Ruffia: And [
eannot help thinking there are many reafons
in the courfe of the late reign to juflify the
Ruflians, and others for believing this. Who-
ever were well withthe Duke, were alfo ca-
vefled by the Emprefs: but it was much
more dangerous for any perfon to affront
one ‘of ‘the Duke’s fervants than any of the
Emprefs’s, The: Duke certainly ruled the
cabinet, and by what happened in the courfe
of this reign, it may be truly faid that
affairs for the good and glory of the Empire
were carried on at a high rate, -but then hig
ambition and cruelty rendered him odious
to the Ruflians: and, though no wife man
~would fpeak his opinion, every one, even
foreigners undoubtedly condemned fuch bad
conduct, which made his fall regreted by
none, but his immediate dependents. Wag
it not the higheft ambition which made him
not only advife the late Emprefs to appoing
him regent ; but, eontrary to -all views of
good policy, to maintain himfelf, which he faw -
he could not effect but by fwimming thro®
feas of blood, in the regency ? Was it good
ROTRRS policy
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policy to fet himfelf upon a level, and ‘even
threaten the Royal Family, and at the fame
time, by all the ways and means which ty-
ranny can effet, alienate the good difpofi-
tions, and opinions of the moft ignorant of
all the Ruflians, by the unparalleled cruel tor-
tures daily inflicted upon, poflibly the moit
illuftrious and honourable, as well as innocent
and induftrious people in the Empire? It {ig-
nifies very little what any defpotic court gives
out againft a prifoner, where perfons are ex«
amined, tried, condemned, and fuffer, not in
the eyes of the world, but, moft fecredy, by
their enemies, who lay what evercrimes they
may think fit to their charge ; or if they fuf-
fer publicly, it is very well known that they
are rendered incapable of {peaking by gags
driven into their mouths. - The Duke of
Courland was confcious to himfelf that he
was not beloved by the Ruffians, and -there-
fore probably withed for the regency, that
he might have it in his power abfolutely to
crufh all his enemies. But it feems he did
not think that torturing and putting to cruel
death fo many men of different families, who
only wifhed well to, and {poke well of the Roy-
al F anu]y, would raife him a greater number
of enemies, and that they, added to the weight
of the Royal Family, might one day prove
too ftrong for a ftranger and an alien ! Butif
he had generoufly, and of himfelf given up
his regency to the Grand Duchefs, whofe
natural
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natural right it was, then he might have liv+
ed in great {plendor and tranquillity in his
dukedom of Courland, protected by, the
whole power of Ruflia : And probably his
illuftrious family. would have been in fafety
at this day.

C H A P. LXXII.

A Continuation of what happened in the Tear
1740, ar St Petersburgh and Aftrachan.

SHALL clofe this year with an account of

what happened at St Peterfburgh and Af-
trachan, in relation to the Turkifh and Perfi-
an ambafladors. The Turks difpatched from
'Conﬂantlnoplc a grand embaily, but: being
very late in_the year, it was obliged to halt
on the Turfkifh borders till the year 1741 of
which I {hall fay no more till I take notice of
the affairs which then happened.

I obferved that two ambafladors had been
fent by Kuli Khan this year with the ele-
- phants, one of whom died in Kizlaar. Kuli
Khan however was determined to have two,
therefore he difpatched another, faid to be
his coufin-german ; who arrived in Aftra-
chan with a train of five hundred men, the
latter end of November. He gave out that he
was to flay but a very few days and then pro-
ceed with all expedition for St Peterfburgh,

and
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and therefore required that the gover nor
would hold a ﬂrong efcort of hor{'emcn ready‘
to prote him and his retinue from the Kal-
mucks, and that the governor would grant
proper paflports for his couriers to be fent to
the former ambaffador, who was obliged, by
the feverity of the-winter, to {top at Tam-
boft, ,a large city on the eait fide of the pro-
vince of Veronits : The governor an{wered
all thefe requefts without the {malleft lofs of
time, and being very willing to get rid of

fuch a troublefome. gueft at Aftrachan, he
let him know that it would be almoft nnpof-

fible for him and his retinue to lodge in that
city during the winter, becaufe magazines
of provifions were laid up only for the ufe
of the army and garrifon, and as the Kal-
mucks were now on the borders of Cir caffia,
they. could.not fupply him fufficiently with
live cattle: The governor would not per-
mit him to lodge in the city, being afraid, as
they were very carelefs, that they might fet
the city in flames, and poflibly they might
do this defignedly ; as the governor was well
aflured by the Refident Arapoff in Perfia,
that the Shach was. marching his great army
round the fouth end of the Cafpian Sea,
through the provinces of Aftrabat, Mefande-
ran, Ba&ria, Cafbin and Ardebil, and that
the vanguard was on the borders of the great
Mogan defart, or Media, and that though
the Shach gave out that he defigned to pu=

3 F nih
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nith his rebellious fubje@s the Lefgee Tar:
tars, who inhabit the mountains of Cauca-
fus, (who by the bye‘mever acknowledge
fubjection to the Empire of Perfia) yet ie
was greatly to be fufpected that his princi-
pal defign was upon Circaffia, and the king-
dom of Aftrachan. This, I {fay, forced the
governor to ufe all his {kill to fend him into
Ruffia, where he could neither be fuch an
effetual fpy, nor influence the Tartar inha-
bitants of Aftrachan, whe were all Mahome-
tans. The governor therefore gave him a
lodging in a large {uburb oppofite to the ad-
miralty, which was ftrongly fortified with a
number of cannon ready to be difcharged a-
mongft them in cafe of any danger. Not
contented with this, he ordered three hun-
dred grenadiers to keep watch about him and
his retinne night and day, under the com-
mand of ‘Lieutenant-colonel Eglebright, an
able, refolute officer, a Swede, who was
made prifoner at the battle of Poltava. The
ambaflador {ftormed at this treatment, threat-
ning to make his complaint to the Shach.
The governor did not regard this much, but
returncd polite anfwers, telling him that the
colonél had been formerly well acquaint-
ed with the Perfians, and their cuftoms; and
that it was to do him honour that he had ap-
pointed a man of his rank to attend his Ex-
cellency, and provide every thing neceflary

for him; that the foldiers were chiefly defign-
: ed
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ed to do him honour, and to take eare that
no fire, theft, or any other unforefeen mif-
chief might happen, for which he the gover-
nor might be blamed by his own court.
Thefec anfivers amufed him, and were not
difagreeable to his pride. He had not been
in Aftrachan eight days till he was taken ill
of an ague ; he fent to the governor, defir-
ing that one of the beft phyficians or fur-
geons in the city might be appointed to attend
him. The governor acquainted me with this,
and defired T would attend him ; but at my
earneft defire, Mr Malloch, who had been
formerly employed by the Perfians, and knew
much more about their ways than I could
do, was appointed. Mr Malloch was a very
fenfible man, but had a eanfiderable fhare of
vanity, and was follicitous to become rich ;
He was fo far from taking this in ill part that
he returned me thanks for doing him this
honour, He went, and confidering that
violent medicines, fuch as emeticks might
occafion fuch a vain ignorant man as the
ambaflador was, to rejet all medicines, and
poflibly complain of him, ordercd fome in-
fufion of the bark., . When this was {ent to
the ambaflador, he fignified to Colonel
Eglebright that he would take none of it ill
Mr Malloch was fent for and prefent. At
Mr Malloch’s arrival, he went to the ambaf-
{ador with the colonel ; who required Mal-
Joch go take the firft dofe; This furprifed
' him,
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him, who made anfiver that he was in good
health, nor had need of any medicine, that
he never took any medicines except when he
was fick, and that if his Excellency did not
chufe to take the medicines, there was no
need of his attendance, and was going a-
way, when he ordered to ftop him, and at
fame time, ordered two of his men who had
Yong poles in their hands to ftrike him, which
they were preparin g to do, when the colonel
full of rage, his eyes flafhing fire, laid his
hand on his fword, and f{wore that who-
ever ftruck Mr Malloch, fhould inftantly lofe
his head. He did not fcruple even to up-
braid the ambaflador, and faid that he won-
dered much that fuch a‘great Prince as the
Shach was, fent as his ambaflador a man fo
unpolite, and fo' very unmannerly as to
to offer to firike any officer belonging to the
Emplre of Ruflia, tellmg him at the fame
time that the greateft lords in Ruffia durft
not prefume to ufe men of his rank in that
fcandalous way. Eglebright was probably
as brave a man as ever eyes beheld, and was
like another Hercules : His very looks dif-
concerted the ambaflador fo 'much that
he bcgged the colonel would take no fur-
ther notice of it, and faid that he hoped
Mr Malloch andhe would be good friends,
adding that it was a cuftom in Perfia, that
the phyfician fhould take the firft dofe of any
medicine he m:ght prclcnbe for people of

great
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great rank; to which the colonel anfivered,
that no regular bred man in Europe would
ever {ubmit to fuch indignity ; and from this
he was at no lofs to know that Perfia was not
fupplied with any perfons regularly educated.
Thus this affair ended, mnch to the fatis-
faction of the Governor, who never {poke of
it to the ambaflador, and Mr Malloch very
foon cured him, but got only about the vas

lue of three pounds fterling for his trouble.
New year’s day came on before we could
get free of this beaft, There is a cuftom in
Ruflia, that the drummers and muficians be-
longing to the army and fleet go about in a
body, to pay their refpects to the great men
on new year’s day. The Governor ordered
them to go to the ambaflador’s houfe, and
Colonel Eglebright to be there, I believe
there were three hundred in all, or a few
more. When the drums began, it was eafily
obferved, that the ambaffador’s countenance
changed, and he feemed to be in very great
confufion, for he knew nothing of it before
they began, and, feemingly afraid, afked the
colonel the meaning of it? who, fmiling, told
him it was their new-year’s-day, and they
meant only to do his Excellency honour ; ag
which he turned calm, and, when the mufick
began to play, rofe from his fopha, and ex-
prefled great fatisfaction; but, though he
kept the men long, he gave them only a trifle,
which the colonel caufed them to return;
then
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then he talked of the number of the army a.
bout Aftrachan, and their late fuccefs againft
the Turks? to which the colonel made pertis
nent anfiers, but magnified every thing great-
ly. On the twelfth day, the chriftening of
the waters was performed after the manner in
Ruffia, at which many Perfians mounted
on horfeback attended upon a high ground
immediately under a great baftion of the
caftle, upon which were mounted many
very great guns, When the circular fire from
the {mall arms began, the Perfian horfe were
in fome confufion ; but when the great
cannon were fired, they were diftracted, and
yet, which is furprifing, although there were
at leaft forty Perfians mounted, not one of
them fell from their horfes, Trom this we
could learn, that thefe horfes were not accu-
ftomed to great guns, but that the Perfians
were excellent horfemen. This ambaflador
and his retinue were watched o clofely, that
they could miake but few difcoveries here. The
Tartars, and others of the Mahomctan religi-
on, were given to know, that it would be ta-
ken very ill if they went to bim, unlefs {fome
Ruffian fworn interpreter was prefent, and
that it would be efteemed a great crime to in-
vite any of them to their houfes. At laft, he
. refolved to march from Aftrachan, and ap-
pointed a day for every thing to be got rea-
dy ; but when the day came he would
have again fhifted : However the colonel let
him
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him know, that, as he had done fo frequent-
ly before, if he did not go, the Governor was
determined to fend off a courier to the Rufi-
an refident, who would get orders to repre-
{ent the ambaflador’s unreafonable behaviour
{ince his arrival in Ruflia; and finally, that
neither carriages nor paflage would be grant-
ed till the courier returned with an anfwer
from the Shach. Upon this reprefentation,
he prefently refolved to march; and orders
were given to the lieutenant-colonel to pafs
all the towns and eities in Aftrachan, without
the ambaffador’s being able to view them,
and thus to hurry him through the kingdom
of Aftrachan. Indeed all forts of men were
glad at the departure of this troublefome man,,
efpecially as our markets were beginning to

be very coftly to the poorer houfe-keepers.
At this time we had no fewer than four
Perfian ambaffadors at once in Ruffia, viz.
one on his return in Ruflia, the-other on his
way to St Peterfburgh with the elephants, and
the troublefome man T have faid -fo much a-
bout. There was a fourth called Ifinael Bey,
who had lived in Aftrachan eighteen or twen-
ty years : He made peace with Shach Tahmas
and Peter the Great, granting to Peter, Gi-
land, and all the provinces upon the weft fide
of the Cafpian fea betwixt it and the berders
of Ruffia; but was afraid ever to return into
Perfia, and therefore lived at the Ruffian ex-
pence, and kepta court like a great prince in
Aftrachan.
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Aftrachan. ‘When any ambaflador from Pers
fia, in his way to Ruffia, halted at Aftrachan,
a captain’s command confifting of a hundred
and twenty men kept guard upon Ifmael
Bey, for two reafons: The firft was, to let
the Perfians fee what honour was paid him ;
and the other was, to prevent the Perfians
from affaflinating this old man: At fuch
times, no Perfian was admitted into Ifmael
Bey’s prefence; unlefs he gave orders to the
captain. Some have been unlucky in attempt-
ing to pafs the guard, without previoufly de-
manding leave from Ifmael Bey ; for no fol-
diers are more pointed in their duty than the
Ruflians ; and if the leaft force is ufed, the
foldier, without any hefitation, will knock
him down with the butt of his mufquet, or
run him through with his bayonet.

CH AP, LXXIV.
What happened in the 7 car 1 741,

URING the hard froft, we were ignorant

of every thing pafling in Perfia ; but,

as the froft {eldom continues much Jong-
er than two months, that time foon elapfed,
.and then we were informed, that Kuli Khan
had paffed the great Mogan. defart, through
_the middle of which the rivers Arras and Cur

run, and join their fircams about fixty verils
weft
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welt from the fea : That he had made many
unfuccefsful attempts againt thefe braye high-
landers, and had loft many thoufands of his
bett troops, an account of which I fhall give
when I treat of my travels through that coun-
try.

_In the month of April, the heat began to
grow very unealy, and ufhered in with it
techial fevers, which raged through the whole
city with great fury. The Governor’s chil-
dren and fervants were firlt feized, and after
that his lady. By the mercy of God they all
recovered, though the Princefs was in the
greatelt danger, chiefly owing to her being
delirious, and not eafily managed by her fer-
vants, nor indeed by me, as I could not take
the liberty to ufe all freedom with a lady of
her diftinguifhed family and rank in the
world. At the beginning of this difeafe, I
advifed the good old Prince not to enter the
rooms where the fick children lay, nor eat
much animal food, nor fleep with any perfon
with him, but to drink with acids, and every
morning and evening to take a little exercife
by walking ‘upon the walls of the caftle ; bu_t
-above all, to take care that the non-naturalg
be kept perfeéily regular.” He followed my
advice, and efcaped. His lady had a danger-
‘ous relapfe, from which fhe was recovered by
a very great diaphurefis.  Three days before
_this happened, fhe was quite delirious, when I
-exprefled my very, great concern for her fafe-

3G ty,
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ty, at which the Prince was very mclancho]y;
‘but there was a neceflity for my difcovering
ithat T apprehended danger, becaufe it was fo
ordercd by an imperial decree, that all the ce-
remonies, according to the Greek church,
might be duly performed : But had not that
‘been the cafe, I was {o much caft down from
~ the fear of her danger, that any, who knew
me, might have eafily known the caufe ; for
my own mother never could have been more
careful of me than fhe was. - She had not
‘been long {weating, when fhe was overtaken
-with a caln pleafant flcep. - T then attended
«clof¥ly, and, after fhe had flept fourteen hours,
fhe lifted up her eyes, and {poke to me quite
Afenfibly. T then left her with her waiting-
woman, and, with joy, told the Prince of my
good hopes, who could not be kept from fee-
4ng her’; but he flaid no time, as I affured
him, that, unle(s the had more fleep, fhe
‘would probably fuffer a fecond relapfe. This
‘being the Jaft time that any of that illuftrious
family were fick during my ftay in Afira-
‘¢han, T fhall trouble the reader no further a-
bout their difeafes, but proceed.

The Princefs of the Kalmucks arrived up-
on the banks of the Volga fooner than was
expected, and pafled the river with her chil-
“dren and the bulk of the warlike Kalmucks,
before the Ruffians and Coffacks could arrive
‘on the banks of the Volga, where fhe remain-
ed daring the {ummer, It was believed, that
' this
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this Princefs was advifed to take this ftep, to.
prevent being forced to yield up the princi-, -
pality to the above-mentioned Donduck Da-
fhee, who, fhe was informed, was on. hlSr
journey for that purpofe, and had fet out.
from Cazan, where I fhall juft now leave:
him Had this Princefs remained on the
weft fide of the Volga, fhe was afraid that
the weftern banks of the Volga, the Pon Cof=
facks upon the river Don, and the Circaflians
and Grebenfke Coflacks on the fouth, n;ught
altogether either have forced her to quit alk
titles to her principality, or might have gain-
ed over many of the Kalmuck chiefs: either
through deceitful promifes or fear ; or laftly,
that all thefe powers combined at once. a-
gainit her, might have cramped her principa-
lity very much, and at laft, probably, torce
her to feek protection from the Turks, which
fhe had already experienced in her hufband’s
lifetime to be very uncomfortable ; and there-
fore it was faid, that {he had ftolen a march
upon the Ruflian troops, -and very early pai-
fed the Volga; that, in cafe the empire thould
ufe violent means, fhe might at leaft have the
chance of a vaft extended defart, where fhe,
with her faithful Kalmucks, might take . re-
fuge, and have a probability of joining with
the great nation, called Black  Kalmucks,
whofe religion, manners, and cuftoms, are
the fame with her’s and the Chinefe. What.
ever her reafons were, I cannot pofitively af_
fert,
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{ert, but that fhe paffed the Volga, with thirty

or forty thoufand men, is certain.

" The next affair that happened worth ta-
king notice of, is the arrival of the Perfian
ambaflador from St Peterfburgh, who was ob-
liged to winter in Ruffia in his way to Perfia.

The governor having experienced the dan-
ger of letting thefe Perfians lodge near thecity,
obliged thisambaflador to flay in an old palace,
which Peter the Great had buile for himfelf,
diftant about one mile from Aftrachan, on a
branch of the river Volga. He alfo command-
éd three hundred foldiers to encamp about
the palace, under pretence of doing honour
to, and proteting the embafly; but truly to
{py their actions and take particular notice of
the inhabitants of Aftrachan who might pay
him vifits, which was forbidden : For by this
time the Shach had marched to the north of
Derbent, and we had very great realon to
fear, that, whatever excufes he made, or pre-
tences to punifh his rebellious Lefgees, his
real defign was to fall upon Aftrachan. But
the Governor had more certain reafons to be
‘afraid of this, than the inhabitants of Aftra-
chan were acquainted with, of which he gave
‘me the following account, when I went with
bhim into Perfia.

As the Governor had been warned by ma-
‘ny trufty men from Buchara and Chiva, he
was as ‘much on his guard as was poffible.
-He alfo not only, under divers pretences,

fent
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fent {pies into Perfia, but alfo into Buchara
and Chiva. He, from all thefe inftruments,
learned certainly, that the Shach had fcarcely
reached Mezenderan, when he was informed,
that the inhabitants of Chiva had unexpe(ted-
ly fallen upon the Perfian troops he had left
to keep them under his government, and had
cut them all to pieces, except a very few
firagglers, who had brought thefe news;
whereupon the Chivines loft no time in dif-
patching ambafladors to St Peterfburgh to
declare this happy event for them, to warn
the Ruffians to put no truft in the perfidious
Perfian promifes ; and Iaftly, to feek the pro-
tection of the empire againft Kuli Khan. - As
thefe ambafladors were obliged to pafs thro’
Aftrachan, they difcovered all to the Gover-
nor, who carefled them much, and fent them
carefully and expeditioufly forward to St Pe-
terfburgh. At the fame time, the friendfhip
he cultivated with the Chivines,” was on-
ly perfonal, never engaging for the honour
of the empire. Add to this, that many of the
‘Georgians and Lefgee Tartars were often co-
ming to Aftrachan, giving an account of
what the Shach had done, and the places of bis
encampment ; all agreeing that he certainly
defigned, if nothing ftopped him, to fall up-
on the borders of Ruflia, notwithftanding the
great profeflions of amity and re{'pe& hé pre-

“tended to have for thc Ruflian empire.
About
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About this time Perfian coin, both gold

and filver, was brought to the Tartar mar-
kets, and alfo into the city in great plenty.
"Fhe governor having been informed of this,
caufed feize the Kalmucks, who brought it
in ; and upon examinatiou they declared,
that they had that money from Perfian and
Fartar {pies, 2 number of whom were fent a-
mongft them, and fome were alfo in Aftra-
chan.
With fuch privacy and precaution were
thefe fpies picked up, and fent to Oranburgh,
and other places of fecurity, that I, who lived
in the governor’s houfe, and daily eat at his
table, never learned any thing of it, till five
years after this the Prince informed me, when
we were marching into Perfia ; and the me-
thod he took to keep every thing fecret was
thus.

He caufed bring the prifoners, found in
and about the city, into the citadel, and
Jodge them in a flrong fecure place, into
which he went, attended only by his coun-
fellors and fecretaries, who were {worn not
to divulge what pafled there, or {peak about
thefe prifoners to any perfon. After due exa-
mination, and when there was a number of
them together, they were chained and fent
with their proper guard, out of the city in
the night time to Oranburgh. He ordered
alfo a number of foldiers, armed with piftols
and broad fwords hid under their garments,

: and
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and cloathed like Ruffian peafants, t6 go, as
if to traffic, amongft the Kalmueks, and pick
up all fufpicious perfons, but ftri¢tly ordered
them to obferve the utmoft fecrecy. In this
manner did this wife governor pick up the
greateft number of thole fpies, that the Shach
was quite at a lofs how to proceed.

He had threatened  the Turks, it 1s true,
and at this time it was rumoured that he had
actually laid fiege to Kars, and other cities
belonging to the Turks : But we were very
well aflured of the contrary : For he was en-
camped with his army about thirty miles north
from Derbent, fighting with Ulinci a Lefgee
prince, and had built a large caftle under the
hills, which I have feen, to protect his army
from the inroads of thefe brave highlanders; a
diftin& account of which 1 fhall give when
treating of thefc countries.

In fhort, the couriers difpatched by Iand
by the way of Kizlaar, from the Perfian am-
bafladors to their Shach, svere way-laid, {eized
and fent to Siberia, as were alfo the couriers
difpatched from him to them, whofe writings
fell into the hands of the Governor, which
effeGtually difcovered that he intended to fall
upon the kingdom of Aftrachan.

At laft it was found out, that the Per-
fian couriers were loft, whereon 2 com-
plaint was made to the court of St Peter{-
burgh, and alfo to the government of Aftra-
chan. The Governor iffued out his tham or-

ders
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ders to feour the defarts, to take better care
in time coming, and to examine all {uf pected

erfons,and many innocent peopleat this time
were feized, but fuffered no manner of hurt,
only a fhort confinement, but very good
treatment otherways, purely with a defign to
amufe, and fatisfy the Perfians.

 Left the unwary foldiers employed in thefe
fecret affairs, fhould acquaint their compani-
ons of what they had been doing, exprefs in-
formations were {fent to the governors, to
whofe care they were fent, to retain them
there, and fend an equal number of their {ol-
diers to Aftrachan. By this means thefe fe-
cret tranfactions never were known to the in-
habitants of Aftrachan: Nor could I ever
have come to the knowledge of them if I had
not been informed by the Prince himfelf five
'years thereafter, as I faid above.

I thought it interefling to know what be-
came of thefe prifoners who were fent to O-
ranburgh and other parts, and begged thatthe
Prince would inform me whether they were
not put to death: He affured me that they
were only kept as prifoners at large, that is
to {ay, they had liberty to go about and fol-
Iow any bufinefs they could, but were not
“permitted to go out of the confines prefcribed
to them ; and that all of them exprefled very
great fauisfaction at their fortune, in being
refcued from {o much trouble and danger as
they were daily expofed to by their tyrant,

and
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and that many of them had profeffed the
Chriftian rellglon, were married, and enjoyed
all the immunities which natural-born . Ru{:.
fians enjoy.

But to return to the ambaflador, who ‘was
getting ready to fet out on his return from
Aftrachan to Perfia: About the end of May,
he was informed that two fhips were ready to
tran{port him and his retinue to Perfia ; and
the Governor defired that he would make-all
hafte to depart, as much time had already been
loft, and that the veffels would fail in a few
days, whether he went or not ; but advertifed
him, that if he did not accept of that good op- .
portunity of a free paflage, he might go in
what manner he pleafed on his own charges;:
and that the court of Ruffia had fent orders
to withdraw his daily allowance of provifion,
if he flaid longer than the time prefcribed.
Accordingly the ambaffador in earneft made
all hafte, and bought up many things which
were, by the Ruflians, judged contraband,
and alfo had imprudently ftolen two Ruflian
boys from poor people. The parents having
acquainted the Governor of their reafons for
fufpecting that the Perfians had ftolen their
children, he fent a friendly meflage to the am-
baflador, letting him know, that he could per-
mit no contraband merchandife to be {hipped
off for Perfia, and defiring him inflantly to
return {uch goods to the merchants, and re-
ceive back his money. He alfo acquainted

3 H him,
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i, that two Boys were loft, and the parents

had bltt too g()Od reafon to fulpc& that {fome
-of his train had {tolen them; therefore defired
that they might be reftored without further
‘frouble to their parénts. *© This civil remon-
ftrance was neither kindly taken, nor in any
part complied with ; wherefore the amba(fs-
‘dor received a fecond meflage, acquainting
hlm, that the Governor intended to pay him

a vifit that afternoon, and explain mtters to
‘him. The Governor was told, that the am-
baflador raged at his meffage in a very threat-

lening, ill-bred manner ; wherefore he caufed
‘a few troops to march, and remain near the
‘old palace, and, with a retinue of gentlemen,

rowed down the river in his barge.  Ac their
firlt ‘meeéting, the Perflan was very ill-bred

and high, but a chair being placed for the
Governor, after his fury was a litile abated,

he very calmly told him, that he was Iurprl-

fed that any perfon, who reprefented his fo-
vereign, could put himfelf in fuch puerile
pallion about whart could not be helped ; that

he might eafily think no government would

have their laws trampled upon and defpifed

by any.  He faid, for I was prefent and heard
“the whole difcourfe, that no ambaflador ever
‘pretended to privileges which were repugnant
to the well-being or laws of the empire to

which he was fent ; but that, when he had ta-

'_kcn his laft audience of leave to return to his
native country from the late Emprefs, his

cmbafly
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embafly ended ; nor could any perfon in their
fenfes imagine, that he then had properly
the privileges of ambaffadors, though it was
true that the Ruflians, {o long as they beha-
ved well, paid great relpect to thofe who-had
been in that high {lation; yet his embafly being
ended, he was no ambaflador.  But he obfer-
ved, with a determined countenance, that all
thefe his tranfactions, fince he came to Aftras
chan, would be honeflly reported to the
Shach ; and laftly, that he was refolved, that
no provifions, nor other marks of refpeét or
beneficence fhould be granted to him and his
retinue, till the children were reftored, and
that he had already given orders to the com-
manders of the {hips, to receive no forbidden
merchandife ; and having faid this,  he took
his leave. He had fcarcely gone to the river
fide, when the boys were reftored; and this
troublefome Perfian was at laft obliged to give
up all his merchandife. The Governor was
pointed in having the infamous actions of this
man f{o effetually reprefented to the Shach,
that we were well aflured he was flrangled
foon after his arrival in Perfia.

CHAP
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CHAP. LXXV,

Concerning the Author’s Fourney to St' Pererse
. burgh; what bappencd remarkable on the road,
at St Petersburgh, and till his return.

Had now remained eighteen months in A-
ftrachan, without having received my fa-
lary, or any other appointment. Before I left
St Peterfburgh, Ihad contracted a great kind-
nefs for Mifs Hadderling, whofe father was
fuperintendant over all the {loop-builders, and
captain in the Ruflian fervice; her mother was
daughter to Mr Edwards, captain of one of
the Ruffian men of war, both Englith. Some
overtures about our marriage having been a-
greed ta, I defired greatly to go to St Peters-
burgh; and, for excufe, reprefented effectu-
ally my not having been properly appointed
to any command, nor having received my fa-
lary to fubfift upon. My greateft difficulty
was to ‘get permiflion from the Governor ;
but, after many fruitlefs attempts, I at laft
fucceeded, by promifing to return to him, e-
ven if I fhould take my difcharge from the fer-
vice; to do which, I thought my right could
not be oppofed, thcugh in this I was mifta-

ken,  as I afterwards experienced.
Before I enter upen my journey, I muft
beg to be indulged in relating what happen-
ed
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ed to my wife when fhe was an infant. Her’
parents had made a fmall fortune, and, tired
of the Ruflian fervice, agrccd to return to
England, to live in Woolwich among their
, rclations In order to effett this with the:
greater fafety, they agreed that Mrs Hadder-’
ling fhould go with her infant and all their’
valuable effects to an uncle fhe had, named"
Edwards, an eminent filk-weaver, who lived
in London. She accordingly failed from-
Cronftadt in a Britth fhip, in the year 1722,°
with great profperity and favourable winds,till
they were oppofite Yarmouth, when the fhip
began to fill with water ; though the weather
was not very ftormy, nor could the pumps
relieve them: In this diftrefs, they took to the
long-boat, into “which they hurried Mrs
Hadderling, and a humane failor took care of
the infant ; but the fhip funk qmckly, which
obliged the failor to tofs the child into the
long-boat,which was preferved by falling upon
fomething foft. By this misfortune Mrs Had-
derling loft all her effe@s ; and, it was faid,
that the captain had villainoufly funk the fhip.
Be this as it will, Mrs Hadderling next day
arrived in London, and waited upon her un-
cle, who kept them that winter ; and, as he
had no children, would gladly have kept his
niece, promifing to give her, at his death, all
the fortune he might be worth: But her fa-
ther would not fubmit to this, and her good
uncle, fhe is afraid, is dead, as fhe has heard -
nothing
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nothing; of him fince fhe has been marni-
ed,

H;wmg, as was .faid, obtained leave, and
received the neceflary paflport, I fet out in a
poft-boat, accompanied, by the goodnefs of our
Governor, with a grenadier, who formerly had
been frequently fent courier to St Peterfburgl,,
and kaew the road very well. We proceed-
ed about two hundred miles from Aflrachan,
by rowing and failing, without meeting with
any thing uncommon : At this diftance it blew
a ftrong gale from the north, fo that, having
botlx the eurrent of the river and an excecd-

ing bold wind to fight againft, and the men
being unable to do more, we drew the boat

into a {mall creek in an ifland, refolving to
wait till the wind was abated. The men be-
ing very much fatigued, and wet with the
fplathing of the water, for we had no rain,
went afbore, and laid themfelves down to
fleep, whilft I watched, for my thoughts had
banifhed fleep from me. In this creek we
had not been long, till I {pied a boat coming
down the river with reefed fail. I wakened
the men, who faid that it was a poft-boat, and
that their orders were, never to pafs ene an-
other, when there was a poffibility of chan-
ging ; wherefore they made a fignal, which
effectually brought the other boat to. .. They
were conyoying a Kalmuck to the Governor
of Aftrachan. This man feemed to be in di-
firefs, was very well drefled, had only a battle-

ax
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R but "neither Bow, “arrows, hor f¢
Underftanding he could {peak Ru’ﬂhﬁ 13,1.
gudge, 1 enquired if there were any néws in
the country, and from whence he came? ‘Hp.
‘on 'this he burft out i a floed of tears, but,
having compofed himiltIf, gave me the follot-
ing account by one ‘of the boatmen who un-
derftood him : I am flying for my life’ 1:’0’155:
‘prote&ion of the Governor of Aﬁ-raclraﬁ ‘This
_ “day has been a fatal day to my’ Prince, and 1
am afraid, that out of five thoufand brave Kal-
mucks, I anr the’ only ofie reﬁérve&to Jament
1hé 108 OF e ThiicH ‘beloved, ‘Braizc' ‘Prince of
the Kalmucks, who, upon the: moft-explicic
affurances given him' by the Court of Ruffia,
“that the Pr'mccfs, wife’ of the late’ Donduk
Ambo, ‘would divelt herfelf and ‘her childrén
of any pretenfions they might have to réign 6+
ver the Kalmucks, in His Favour, nrarchéd from
“Cazan, ‘where he had lived fome yéarsina
princely manner; to the place where the wi-
dow Princefs kept her court,” (ot twenty
miles  diftant from’ where we then  were,
“on the ‘éaft fide of the Volga.)" He, dfter a
week’s march, arrived within three or four
“verfts of the Princefs, accompanied with five
thoufand brave men, to her fore-poft ‘or out-
guards, dreading no harm ; there he was ad-
vifed to flop by them, becanfc, they  faid,
‘they had orders to permit no armed men to
advance nearer the camp where fhe was, and
begged that he would not rathly expofe his
- ' mch
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‘men.or them to unneceflary. danger ; but at
the fame time told him, that they would re-
ceive any meflage from him to the Princefs,
deliver the {fame, and bring an anf{wer; or that
they would permit any one of his followers,
unarmed, to carry a meflage to the Princefs,
_and receive what anfwer {he might be difpo-
fed to grant.

This being agreed to, the Prince wuhdrcw
his followers to a {mall diftance, and fent one,
in whom he could confide to the Princefs,
thh inftructions to inform. her Highnefs of
the, great refpect he entertained for her and
her.children ;. that he hoped he never thould

: have rea.{'on to change his fentiments ; and let
her know, that he was .arrived there with
a few faithful Fnends, by the aflurances the

_Court of Ruffia had given him, that her High-
nefs would have no objections that he fhould
take. on him, which he {aid was his right,the go-
vernment of the Kalmucks ; that her Hignefs’s,

_out-guards would not permit him to advance
nearer till her pleafure was known, and he
had withdrawn to a {mall diftance, where he
intended to wait her friendly anfwer.

The onlg anfwer fhe was pleafed to re-
turn, was, that it was now late, but that next

.morning fhe would foon adjuit all their af-
fairs. He faid the Prince did not relith fuch
an anfwer, but was determined to wait the
event.

Accordmgly next morning, with the rifing
of the fun, the Princefs appeared, mounted

on
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on horfeback, with about thirty thoufand
armed men at her back, and, without the
finalleft ceremony, gave orders for an attack,
which, he believed, bloody on both fides : At
this he cried like a child, faying, that without
doubt his Prince was killed, and that he had
no reafon to believe that any were {aved but
himfelf, who miraculoufly fled, he thought,
unperceived in the thick duft, to the Rulffian
refident, who was encamped with about three
hundred foldiers on a rifing ground, at no
great diftance from the ficld of battle.

The refident was a captain : Whether it
would have been thought prudent in him to
interfere or not, I fhall not take on me to de-
termine. He never, fo far as I know, was
queftioned for looking on as an impotent
{pettator : But fure he might have ufed all
his arguments to diffuade .the Princefs from
{pilling {o much innocent blood, which I ne-
ver heard he had attempted.

. The refident however got this man con-
veyed privately to the river f{ide, where Le
had boats for the ufe of his men; from thence
he difpatched him poft with a pacquet,
which he fhowed me, for the Governor. 1
requefted him to eat a little of what I had,
but he faid he could not; however, I got him
perfuaded to take a glafs of wine and ‘a bit of
bread, and thus we parted. 1imagined that
I was long enough in company, and in the
neighbourhood of thefe barbarians: As my

3 1 men
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men were not fatigued, after giving each of
them a glafs of fpirits, I perfuadid them to
procecd, which they did with difficulty and
danger. We gained their pofthoufe in the
evelling, and pafled the Kalmuck’s camp in
the night-time, and met with nothing res
markable till we arrived at Tzaritzin.

At this city I hoped to get a travelling
waggon, but no fach vehicle was to be pm-
chafed. I was obliged to fet out on a cart
with four wheels, for which I paid a ruble
and a little {pirits.  We were fent with dif-
patches to the cabinet, and therefore were
'obliged to make all expedition. Tt is true,
that I had two paflports, one for myfelf,
‘and the other for the grenadier, in cafe I
might bappen to fall fick, or, by any un-
forefeen caufe, be hindered from profecu-
‘ting my journey with fuch expedition as
‘was required. In fuch a conjunéture, I
would have been obliged to fend off the
‘grenadier with the difpatches, which I had
no inclination to do; becaufe the foldier
‘was of great ufe in procuring horfes, and
whatever [ wanted. From Aftrachan I ar-
rived in Tzaritzin in fix days by water, and
from Tzaritzin I arrived in Mofcow in nine
days in my cart, without meeting with any
‘other accident than burning four axletrees,
“and breaking twelve cart-wheels. Thus I
was carried by water againft the ftream, and
frequenily againdt the wind, five hundred and

twelve
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twelve verfts in {ix days, and from. Tzarit-.
zin to Mefcow one thoufand and fifty one
verfls in nine days. I, being extremely fa-
tigued, and all over bruifed with the cart,
fent my foldier to buy a waggon with pro-
per harnefles ; -and, thus eqmpped fet out
and arrived in St Petersburgh in little more
than three days, though I met with fome
hindrance on the road. T fhall not mention
the more remarkable towns I palfed by and

. through at this time; becaufe I was. too

much fatigued, and in too great hafte to
make any oblervations ; I {hall refer that till
my return with my wife, and ¢hall only take
notice of two or three accidents, though
tliﬂ'mg, which I met with berwixt Tzarit-
zin and St Peterfburgh. Ot
At Tzaritzin ¥ bought vp as much provr-
fion as I thought would be neeedful for the
foldier and me, till we fhould arrive at Chu—
pra caftle, where we might have been fup-
plied with more. 'We marched, without any -
uncommon accident happening, till we ar-
rived at a poft-houfe within a mile of Mi-
chaelofka. (N. B. Thofe who go by poft
feldom touch at any town till they arrive at
Tamboff. Pofthoufes are built in the defart
in order that the courier.may have the fhort-
eft way) where, by accidgnt, T happened to
prefent to the writer the {oldier’s pal!port in
place of my own: At this the writer made
fome fcruple, faying it was very uncommen
to
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to have two paflports : But as we were dif-
patched to the Senate he durft not offer to
ftop us ; becaufe it is no lefs than death to
ftop fuch couriers. He however drove the
cart to Chopra, but arriving there late, the
writer belonging to that place had gone to
bed in the town ; of which I was glad, be-
caufe I might have been unneceffarily hin-
dered all night : The writer who brought us
there, made what hafte he could to confult
with the other writer : But I ordered in the
mean time to yoke in the frefh horfes and
drive away. In pafling between the town
and caftle, we met both the writers, fo very
expeditious had they been, who would have
ftopped us; but the foldier, who was a ter-
ror amonglt thefe people, {wore that he would
inftantly fhoot any who- durft attempt to ftop
us, as we were travelling in the night-time,
and couriers for the cabinet, and that if the
poft-boy deferted us, that he would fire at
him and drive on himfelf: Thus we efcaped
being ftopped a whole night at leaft, and I
was afraid that if they had been examined,
it might have been found irregular in the go-
vernor of Aftrachan to have granted two
paﬂ'ports iu this manner; though neither the
government nor poft-houfes fuffered by them
any lofs. I was afterwards however inform-
ed that the governor had done nothing irre-
gular: But the Coflacks, whofe towns thefe
two wers, having more liberty than the Ruf-

{ians,
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fians, frequently make great work about no-
thing. Betwixt Chopra and Tamboff is a
great defart of one hundred and eighty verits
in which I had but fmall chance of getting
any provifion, and the foldier being a firong
young healthy fellow who eat plentifully,
we, having eat every bit of our own provifi-
ons, were reduced to the greateft neceflity.
In this extretremity we arrived at a pofthoufe
in a very hot fultry day, nearthe middle of
this defart, where we joyfully obferved a
kettle boiling; the people told us that they
were making a foup of pork, and fome bar-
ley and greens ; that we fhould be welcome
to a litle of it; but, they having no other
veflels to cool it in, .than a trough in which
they ufed to feed fome pigs, we would be
obliged to wait till it was cool enough in the
pot, which was the only veflel they eat out
of. (Thefe people only ftay for a fortnight
or month, and are changed by others, fo
that they bring no furniture of any kind but
‘what they find abfolutelely neceflary.) We
durft make no ftay; hunger is extremely
pinching ; the foldier made not the leaft he-
fitation to wafh as clean as he could the n
veflel, and having cooled fome broth, he de-
fired to know whether I would tafte it ? At
any other time fuch a mefs thus ferved up
-would have proved emetic, but at this time
- hunger forced me to tafte it, which feeming
very delicious, I eat greedily, The pork was
tl'lﬂy



418 VOMAIGES ing

truly good, which, with rye bread, was one
of the beft meals I ever made in my life, up-
on the ftrength of which we arrived at Tam-
boff, where we were plentifully {fupplied,
Farther on. betwixt Tamboff and Rezen,
notwithftanding all the care we had the hind-
ermoft axletree burnt, and our carriage broke
down in the middle of a {inall defart. We
had a fpare axletree, but it was too large,
nor had we an ax;at a diftance we faw fome
peafants mowing hay, to whom the foldier
went for an ax, but returned without fuc-
cefs. Extremely mortified at this accident, I
was going to difpatch the f{oldier with the ex-
prefs for the cabinet on foot to the next
pofthoufe, when he, who did not chufe to
part with me, made an fwer, that if I would
buy him a broad-fword, if he happened-to
break his, he would foon make the axletree
to anfwer: To this propofal I gladly agreed,
and indeed very expeditioufly he made the
axletree fit for the carriage. After this, I
never travelled without an ax. On the
north fide of Mofcow I was neceflitated to
vifit a relation of our governor’s, who kept
me to {upper about two hours. As his houfe
was a mile from the poft road, the poft-boy,
at the next village on the right road, faid,
that his horles, had no refrefhment at
the laft village and defired an hour
to feed them, which was readily grant-
cd. Ifell on afleep, as did the foldier, but

when
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when I looked up, the fun was high in the
firmament, and the pofl-boy with his two
horfes were gone.  In'the village we found
only one man and two horfes, who agreed to
carry us about fix verfts farther to the next
poft- -houfe. * Ifa regular complaint had been
- made of him who left us, he would have {uf-
fered ‘death ; but, 1 thank God, my hands
are hitherto free fromv blood.

My grenadier had hitherto behaved with
undannted courage, and though T had fre-
quently reproved him. for mal-treating the
poftmen for not making the expedition he
directed, though impofiible for their horfes to
do more, he would not abfolutely defift,
but; with an air of important diligence, would
order them to drive on ; and, though' often
reproved did not feldom refrefh their me-
mories with his whip. At laft, to the north
of Tweer, he threatened a very furly fellow,
and, receiving very difagreeable returns, foon
made him experience the elafticity of his whip.
The driver, not relithing fuch difcipline, leapt
from the waggon, and in an inftant over-
‘tarned my grenadier, dexteroufly belabour-
ing him, till 1 was truly afraid he would have
killed him.  With all my power, joined to
that of the grenadier, T could fear cely get him
difengaged from the grenadier’s hair, who by
--this time was heartily frightened, his face be-
ing all covered with blood, and’ mueh' hair
torn from his head.  After this my grenadier

was
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was metamorphofed from a very troublefome
quarrelfome fellow, to the gentlenefs of a
lamb, nor durft he ufe his ftrength and for-
mer inclination when there was need for it.
At the next village, however, though I wag
not difpleafed that the foldier had got a
check, I complained to the poft-overfeers,
and put them in mind of the danger they
were in to let a crime of that kind go unpu-
nifhed. - I did not forget to aflure the guilty
man, that my doing fo was with a view to
fave him from the gallows, of which he would
have been certain, if I had complained to the
cabinet. His fuperiors, as the grenadier, who
gladly witneffed the execution, told me, pu-
nifhed him feverely till his back was covered
over with blood.

We had travelled within a few verfts of
Novogorod, when we fpied many couriers
from the cabinet, all officers; but as they
were exerting all their faculties, trying whe
fhould get firft, we could have no intelligence
from them. We had not proceeded much
farther,. when we were met by one leading
his horfe quite fatigued, who would have
preffed our horfes, being a cabinet-courier ;
but when he underftood that we were carry-
ing meflages to the cabinet, he defifted ; for
cabinet couriers have power to prefs any
‘horfes, when theirs are fatigued, and render-
‘ed unable to proceed. He however inform-
ed us, that the Grand Duchefs was delivered

of
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of a daughter,and thofe officers who had paf-
fed us were fent to the different provinces, to
intimate thefe joyful news. After this I met
with nething remarkable until I arrived at
St Peterfburgh, which I did with all fafety
on the 18th of July, and took up my lod-
ging in a palace belonging to my benefactor
~and commander, Prince Golitzin.

CHAP. LXXVL
Concerning what béppen;d in St Petersburgh.

IT is remarkable that none of my old ac-
quaintances knew me : I was unknown e-
ven to my own brother. As I thought it rea-
fonable to take this day to myfelf, I fent for
him, and then, in company with him, went
to Mr Hadderling’s houfe. We found him
at home in company with Brigadier Crofis,
my wife’s uncle, but neither of them knew
me. I enquired for Mr Hadderling’s daugh-
ters, and was informed that they were takmg
a walk, but wounld return about tea-time,
which they did, but they alfo did not know
me ; indeed I was as brown as a Spaniard,
_ having been conftantly expofed to the wea-
ther eighteen days. Next day I went to the
medicine-chancery, at the regular hours, and
was immediately introduced to the archiator,
who happened to be there with my worthy
3 K ﬁ'lcnd
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friend Dr Miniatty, of whom'l made menition
formerly.  The archiator expreffed fome fur-
prife and refentment at my arrival, without
having afked leave from the chancery ; but
“when T 'had fatisfied him that T had hitherto
never been appointed by the admiralty, mor
had received my falary fince T left Taverhoff,
and produced my paffport from ‘the ‘Prinee,
with a letter for him, he was fatisfied, and af-
fured me, that he had fent four memorials
to the admiralty to enforce my fettlement and
falary, and that I fhould carry the fifth next
day. I returned him my refpe@ful thanks,
but begged that he would either grant my
“difcharge, or ‘increafe my falary five crowns
more per month, as Mr Malloch had received
‘the fame ; ‘and as I 'was ‘intrufted ' with “the
affairs ‘which 'he had 'been ‘intrufted with,
“‘that T would prefently petition the chancery
for that purpofe. The archiator anfwered,
“that T had not férved long, and ‘that fuch an
advancement of falary was granted only to
old fervants. T infifted however, that Thad
done my duty, and now, as T'was born free,
I-would either have what was but' reafonable,
or my difcharge Dr Miniatty, who had been
“filent all this time, faid many obliging things
in my favour,and defired to fpeak with the ar-
chlaror pnvate‘ly “The refult was, that he order-
~“ed 'me to prepare a petition for the'advanee-
“‘ment ‘of ‘my falary, which hé had ‘determi-
“ned to-grant, ut’ chf'charged “meito mention
any
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any thing about my dlfchargc Before I leﬁ:,
the qhancery, I got my petition reaqy,
delivered it into the archiator’s hand.

Next morning, I attended the chanccry, and
received my dilpatches according to my. de-
fire for the admiralty. At this tnne,bcmg well
able to {peak, read, and write the Ruffian
Ianguagc, I had no need of an interpreter,
and, afraid of falling into the bafe Secretary
Ncleubotf ’s ‘band; I, though I had no. ac-
quaintance with him, went refolutely to Ad-
miral Golovine, a profefled friend to the Bri-
tifh upon all occa.hgms, and preﬁdept of the
adnuralty The grandces do not chep people
long in waiting, as is done in more civilized
nations. I was 1mm¢d1ately admitted, and, af-
ter I had told him all my grievances, 1 offer-
ed to put into his hands the memorials from
the chancery ; bug he faid that T ought to car-
ry them to the admiralty, and p1efem: them
myielf to the board, with a petition acquamt-
ing them, that I had been near nineteen
months kept from. duty by the admiralty’s
not having duly anfwered the memori‘als
from the mcd1c111e-chancery and craving that
the board would do me juftice, and difpatch
me for Aftrachan with all convenient {peed.
I did fo, and next morning attended the
_board when the preficdent was there, and pro-
duced my memorials and petition, which oc-
cafioned a very great commotion among the
_writers, Neleuboff was fent for, and inftant-

ly
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ly put under arreft, as was his conciliarift.
This laft is a perfon whofe bufinefs it is to
keep all the writers belonging to the depart-
ment in good order, and alfo to get all dif-
patches ready, accerding to orders he receives
from the {ecretary ; but {fometimes, as in the

refent cale, they confound all regularity,and
when detected, feldom efcape deferved pu-
nifhment. :

The fecretary, by fome fubterfuge, had the
good fortune to get free with a threatening
reprimand ; but the poor conciliarilt was con-
demned to die. I was told that application
was made to the moft merciful regent the
Grand Duchefs to {ave his life, and appoint
him to run the gauntlet, which he could but
have performed aukwardly enough, as he
had formerly loft a leg, This punifhment he
had the good fortune to efcape, by the Prin-
cefs Elifabeth’s mounting her father’s throne
a few days before he ought to have fuffered.

I loft no time, as has been related, to put
my affairs on a good footing ; but there I let
them remain a while, As 1 had fome defire
to ftay, after fo long abfence, amongft my
friends ; and, as I had nothmg to do but at-
tend the admlralty once every cay, only to
let them fee T was in the way of my duty and
ready, I had the more time to make my ob-
fervations. Befides European ambafladors,
one from China, one from Conﬁanumplc,

'and two from Perfia, refided at once in St Pe-
terfburgh,



TRAVELS. 445

terfburgh, and many from fmaller Afiatick
principalities. The Chinefe ambaflador was
much efteemed for his moderation and good
quiet behaviour. The Turkifh was infolent,
as was his numerous rétinue, beyond all de=
feription. Some of his followers, having tranf=
grefled the bounds of all difcretion, not fa-
tisfied with affronting people on the ftreets,
through which they frequently ufed to ride,
purely for mifchief, at laft entered into the
inhabitants houfes by force, and attempted
to abufe both married and unmarried women.
Complaints having been fent from the mini-
firy to the ambaffador, were unanfwered and
difregarded : At laft 'a 'memorial was put
into his hands acquainting him of the ma-
ny former reprefentations which had been
fent to him, reprefenting the mifconduét of
his followers, without any regard having been
paid to them ; that this was the laft they in-
tended to fend, in which the miniftry de-
manded, that the Turks fhould only be al-
lowed to walk, unarmed, into the city ; and
that their number never fhould exceed two
or three at a time ; that the centinels had or-
ders to put a flop to a greater number ; and
laftly, that an exprefs was fent to the Sublime
Porte to juftify fuch conduét.  This memo-
rial, inftead of reftraining, rather inflamed
- them ; for foon after they received it, five
Turks {uperbly dreflfed, mounted upon their
bcﬁ horfes, dared to ride up to the bridge,
where
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where a ferjeant’s command. did. duty, which.
they attempted to- pafs; though. the foldier
upon watch gave them a fign to retire, The
foremoft of the Turks, at pne blow, cut off
an arm of the foldier with his fcynntar. The
ferjeant at the head of the foldiers brought
the Turk to the ground with his halbert, and
killed another outright, then ordered the fol-
diers to prefent ; but the three remaining
Turks had ne inclination to continue longer.
It was faid that the Turk who fell from his
horfe was in great danger of his life, Threat-
ening complaints ‘were fent to the Grand
Chancellor Count Ofterman, who, I doubt
not, anfwered them properly ; but in place
(as was demanded by the ambaflador) of pu-
nifhing the ferjeant, he was immediately ad-
vanced, for his gallant behaviour, to the rank
of an enfi ign, becaufe be had cxa&ly-ob'eyed

the orders given him, =
I there faw the public entry of the Perfian
ambaffador, and the prefents, with the ele-
phants I formerly had feen at Afirachan,
which was faperb enough. The ambaflador,
with fome of his principal attendants, was
carried to court in coaches belonging to the
Emperor. Soon ' after that, many Perfians
advanced with Chinefe boxes, in: which, it
'was faid, were contained valuable curiofitics
natural and artificial, and fome jewels of all
kinds. - What the value of thefe prefents
,rmght be, I never was informed. ~After they
were



T R ANAE D %, 447

svere gone, the elephants were conducted, e-
very one directed by a man hmn bé}undjm
ears, with a finall ax in his hand fuch as [
delcribed formerly.  The unruly -elephant
was very troublefome, for I was witnefs to
his flying into a fit of* paflion, ‘that required
all the art and power -of his keeper to com-
‘mand him. T happened to be fltanding with
the learned and reverend Mr Lerna, our mi-
nifter, within the glacis of the admiralty, when
the beaft, unprovoked, reared his trunk high,
~made a noife, and directed his fteps towards
us.  We very foon retreated, but if his rider
‘had not heen able to.manage him, he might

have undoubtedly killed fome ‘hundreds of
people.  Thefe great ‘beafts ‘were covered
with very rich filks, ‘brocades, and ¢cloth of
- gold,’ fome of them reached near the ground.
They gave out that King Solomon’s tent co-
“vered one of them. Itwas of filk, very large,
antient, and certainly the worfe of the wear-
‘ing ; but I fcarcely believe it 'was Selomon’s.
This however was efteemed a precious pre-
fent.

After Pleft St Peter{burgh in the. reign of
the Empre(s Elifabeth, in the winter {cafon,
I'was informed, that the courtiers caufed two
of ‘the ‘largeft elephants to be brought before
«the winter palace, with a defi ign to make them
- fight; for which purpofe a large dyke of fnow
owas madecrofs the great areabeforeehe.palace,
+They brought ‘an “elephant en each fide of
this



448 VOYAGES anp

this dyke, oppofite the one to the other, fpoke
to them, encouraged, and provoked them as
much as they could, but all to no purpofe.
They feemed to rejoice to meet, and played
with their long teeth as oxen are wont to do
with their horns, but never offered the {inal-
lelt violence. The foldiers had at laft orders
to throw {quibs and {mall fire-works among
their feet. The elephant is extremely afraid
of all kinds of fire-works : It was cherefore
thought, that this would have the effect of
caufing them fight ; but in this they were al-
{o miftaken. It had indeed the effeétof fright-
ening them exceflively ; and they ran with
their diretors differently; the one ran under
a large arch, and there killed his governor,
by fqueezing him betwixt the arch and his
back ; the other ran up the principal fireet,
and in his fright feized a German baker, tof-
~ fed him high up in the air, and when the un-
fortunate man fell down upon the ftreet, the
elephant at once prefled him with his foot t
a mafh. : ‘

I faw yet remaining betwixt the palace and
- the admiralty part of the ice-houfe, which the
~ late Emprefs Anne had caufed build with a
~ view to ridicule one of the moft antient and
- refpectable families in Ruffia, by caufing mar-
ry one of that family difordered in mind, to
2 woman troubled with the fame infirmity.
Few great perfonages have ever appeared in
- the world, who have not one time or othier
' : difcovered
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difcovered fome weaknefs, which could
fcarcely have been fufpected, till detected.
The Emprefs Anne was faid to have been a
feniible, humane, judicious lady, but fhe
could not check her childifh levities ; and it
is not ealy to imagine what was her policy
or pleafure in this improper difpiay of her
power. The walls were of ice ; the bed-ftead,
and all pieces of houfehold furniture were
made of ice; they fired out of ice cannons :
But for what ? to do honour, or, which is the
truth, to ridicule the Rufs nobility in the per-
fon of a poor foolith pair, taken from the
beft family in Ruffia. The fame fum of mo-
ney, which was expended upon this dream,
might have made many honeft good families
in Ruflia very happy. I could not help
thinking, that it looked as if heaven had de-
figned to let us fee, what a poor end the
greateft earthly grandeur frequently comes
to ; for no fooner was this farce of mock
magnificence ended, than that great Emprefs
was taken ill and died ; and although the
fucceeding fummer was extremely het, yet
part of the walls of that ice-houfe ftood, to
expofe the laft action of the great Emprels
Anne, till the month of Auguft, as it were to
let people, living at the diftance of thou-
fands of miles; have time to witnefs the laft
whim of one of the greatelt perfonages upon
earth, to have been only fit to amude chil-

dren.
: 3 L In
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In the month of Auguft we had dadly news
of the Swedes defigning to attémpt the de-
firuétion of the royal navy at Cronftadt. One
day in the admiralty, 1 bappened to fpeak
with an Engliflaman, who had been very long
in the fervice, and was employed at Revel.
He was exprefsly fent for to go te Cron-
fladt, to fink fome veflels to prevent any ac<
cefs by the Swedes near the harbour.: ‘He
faid that he had effeCtually done bis duty,
and that the board had given him the rank
of captain of foot; but obferved; that it they
had advanced his falary, and given him a
fmall pecuniary confideration, it would have
been miore agracable to him.  'his man was
brought into Ruflia by the father of his coun-
try, the Great Peter: he was faid to be a ve-
ry eminent mechanic, and underftood iea—af-
fairs extremely well, andaltho’ he was grown
old in the fervice, he was but at that time tit-
led a captain, without any increafe of his {a-
lary for that work I mentioned : No lefs than
the fafety of Crouftadt depended upen it,
though there was not found one belonging
to the n'wy that the board of admlralty could
trat ‘with it ; and the only lmpedmmnt to
make a ﬁﬂUre in the navy was owing to an
exceflive modcﬁy. and a confi derable fliare
of wifdon, ufetul to otliers, bue not to himfelf,

The great General Keith arrived in’ St Pe=
rerfburgh 'this feafon. © Twould gladly give
a character of this great man, but finding

: 3 myfelf
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myfelf very unequal te fuch a performance,
let it thevefore fuffice to fay, if ever any man
was poflefled with wifdom, true brayery,
and g eatne{'s of foul, he was the perion. His
actions, during the courfe of his long fervice
in Ruffia, demoniirate this to be true.  He
kept excellent difcipline in his army, yect the
foldiers called and eftcemed him their father:
He never was vain-glorious, no high langvage
did he ever utter; ¢very expreflion was mo~
deft : But the word of commaned was refola-
tion itfelf. The foldiers adored him,nor were
they ever in the leaft afraid of any pumber
of enemies, when he commanded thesn. He
was always fuccefsful, and though he was
wounded, yet he never was conquered. It
would employ larger volumes than 'mine to
give fome regular account of this great man..
I fhall thercfore only ebferve, that hie com-
manded an army of 40,000 regular.troops
in the Ukraine, when the late Emprefs Apna
Joannovna died ; and when he received the
orders to (wear, and allo to caufe his army
{wear fealty to the Duke of Courland, he
would not do.it. - He bad no objection to
the Emperor John’s being heir ; but he jud-
ged very prudently,. that the Duke of Cour-
land, being conflituted regent, never could
be 'lgl‘et;.blf.‘ to the Grand Duchels, -nor the
Prince ; whercfore, he ptriu aded the army
under his command to remain as they were,
till the royal f,.umlv s pleafure fhould be
kKiaown ;
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known ; and for that very purpofe difpatch-
ed a major, in whom he could pat truft, with
an account of his refolution, and advifed the
major to get into St Pctcrfbungh by unfre-
quented ways, drefled as a peafant, and ap-
ply to the Grand Duchefs, or her rayal huf-
band, perfonally, This was fuccefsfully ef-
fected ; but the Duke of Courland was ar-
refted, and {ent to Shiffelburgh that night he
arrived : However, the Grand Duchefs was
well pleafed to fee that (he had a general in
chief, with {o refpectable a number of troops,

ho had nobly diftlained to take oaths for the

uke of Courland, and only waited her
Highnefs’s orders, to refcue her from all
danger. This great general was in St Pe-
terfburgh at my arrival, defigned to com-
mand the army under his great friend Count
Lacy,who ever entertained fo high an opinion
of his military genius, that he never attempt-
ed any thing of moment without his appro-
bation and concurrence. The Swedes infa-
tuated, declared war, at a time when any
fingle man might have forefeen their danger.
The army lof Rulfia was then not only nu-
merous, but fluthed with the many vitories
and conquefts they had gained over the
Turks, and commanded by their viftorious
generals, whom they really adored.

CHAPR
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C H A P. : LXXVII.
Declaration of War againft Sweden.

HE Swedes were forward enough to
declare war on the 28th of July, and
the Ruffians on the 24th of Auguft follow-
ing. The declaration was read in the Britifh
chapel immediately after fervice, before any "
of the auditory were permirted to retire, and
on Monday the army began to crofs the Ne-
va in their way to Wilmanftrand, where Ge-
neral Wrangle lay ftrongly encamped with a
body of 14,060 men. An accident happen-
ed in the night preceding the action, which
might have difcouraged lefs refolute troops
than the Ruflians. The Rauffians, at no great
diftance from the enemy, encamped on a ri-
fing ground, almoft furrounded with bogs.
Orders were given to keep a fharp look-out
during the night-time, and that if any thing
was obferved to ftir in the bogs, a fignal
was to be given by the difcharge of a
mufket. The night was very dark, and a
thick fog had {pread over all that country.
Near morning a horfe had firayed into the
bogs, and a centinel hearing fome noife from
thence, fired (as he was commanded) his
piece; when inftantly the whole army was
under arms, The regiment next to that
centinel,



& VOYAMGES gnp

centinel, miftaking, in the fog, their friends
for enemies, fired upon them, which was im-
mediately réturned, and many brave men
were killed and wounded on both fidés, be-
fore it-'was poflible to difcover their eyror :
However, this had no other bad effe¢t upon
the braveft troops in the world, than the lofs,
which was too great, of thefe few men.

The army marched ftraight to the enemy,
whom they found ftrongly intrenched, with
Wilmanftrand on their right, and a very well
fortified camp on their left, The Ruflians
attacked them with the greateft conduét and
refolution imaginable.. The Swedes, equal-
ly refolute, defended themfelves with great
bravery from two o’clock, P. M. till nine at
night, when the fhattered remains of their
army  furrendered themfelves prifoners of
war. An ill advifed accident happened at
the end of this ation. -~ The town of Wil-
manftrand difplayed their white flag, and of-
fered to deliver it up to the Ruflians.. The
field-marfhal ordered a few of his beft troops
to take poffeflion of the gates : Before they
had marched half way, the Swedes upon the
walls fired upen them, which exafperated
them to {uch a dcgrec, that a terrible carnage
enfued..

During the heat of thc battle, as T was
eredibly informed, Major-general Uxkull or-
dered a Scots. genteman (Captain Fullerton)
to march with his.company, to force a re-

doubt,
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doubt ¢ Mr Fullerton; now - Lieutewaatr Ge-
eral, had not'marched far before he loft: the
half of his men. At 'thhfmf&nt'@éngra{
Keith, who ‘was every where, pafling byy
afked who that was? and-ordered him " back
to his former ftation. Mr Fullerton affured
the General that he had ‘only obeyed the or-
ders of his Major General.  Keith fent 'offi
one of his adjutants in queft of the Major
General, who was found far from 'danger:
Bat Mr Keith, who could not relifh foovery
ablurd an order; told Mr Uxkull of his et~
ror, and alfo of his keeping far from dan=
ger. ‘He then ordered him to remain in
fuch a place from whence he could have @
diftin& view of his divifion, and fend his
orders without lofs of time. It was told me
that thefe' orders were fcarcely given, tifk
Uxkull was killed with ‘a ‘cannon ball; as it
were to go hence and anfwer for the blood
of fo many brave men foolithly 4pilt. s o
All the ammunition, cannon, fallarnis,
grenadoes; tents, &e belonging to the Swe-
difh army fell into the hands of the Ruffi
ans ; the fort of Willmanftrand was razed to
the ground,- and upwards of two thoufand
prifonérs were difpatched into Ruflia, be-
fides three thoufand wounded {oldiers. The
brave General Wrangle ‘was wounded and
fent with the reft of the Swedifh officers to
St Peterfburgh, and ufed with great huma-
nity. . He begged, and eobtained his: defire,
that
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that he might be kept near Count Lacy, his
conqueror. The Count gave him lodgings in
his houfe, and frequently through the day
vifited him, and although Mr Wrangle was
pear cighty years of age, he'was very foon
recovered.

This old General had been formerly a
prifoner in Ruffia, in Peter the Great’s time,
and had been obliged, before he could ob-
tain-liberty, to return home, to engage ne-
ver to ferve againft the Ruflians upon pain of
death, and fuch an engagement he had fign-
ed. He no fooner was recovered, than the
Emprefs Elizabeth, who then reigned, fent
to congratulate him on his recevery, and
exprefled her defire to fee him at Court.
He accordingly went and paid his refpets
to her Majefty, but flill he had fome difli-
dence that the Ruflian government might call
him to an account for having ferved againft
them at this time ; and therefore thought
proper to-hint as much to that moft merci-
ful Sovercign. She called him father, and
exprefled no fmall {urprife that he could en-
tertain a thought that the Ruflians were fo
barbarous ; affuring him of all liberty cicher
to {tay there, or retire to Sweden, upon his
parole given not to ferve during this prefent
war.  But fhe exprefled no {mall furprife
that he, in o advanced an age, couldbe pre-
vailed upon, or indeed was able, to endure
the fatigues of war. = To which he only an-
JHEE fivered
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fwered that he thought it his duty to ferve
his country, nor never could decline it, fo
long as he was able, unlefs prevented by his
parole of honour ; though at the fame time
he acknowledged, that even giving his parole,
not to ferve longer againft the Empire of
Ruffia could not be difagreeable to him, be-
caufe he had, fince his arrival in St Peteri-
burgh, experienced fo much humanity and
politenefs, that he much doubted if any na-
tion in Europe could equal it: Yor, faid the
old man, to furpafs it is impofiible ; and he
did not fcruple to declare that even the
Swedes could not blame him for fuch - fenti-
ments..  He farther declared that he, from
principle purely, never would fight againit
her Imperial Majefty’s intereft, but would
be glad of all opportunities to fight againft
her enemies, provided only that Sweden was -
excepted.  Upon which he obtained his li-
berty, and the Swedifh officers were permit-
ted to walk through the fireets of St Peterf-
burgh, and dine at any gentlemen’s houles,
who were alfo recommended by the Court to
ufc them with all manner of hofpitaliry.

3 M CHAP,
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S CHAP  LXXVIIIL

cgm-emmg what happened to the Author, mzd
Il"f crucl Crafna Schoke.

THE battle of Wilmanftrand was fought
upon the third of September. An order
from the Medicine’s Chancery was brought .
to my lodgings on the fifth, early in the
morning, commanding my immediate at-
tendance. When I entered the Chancery,
the [ecretary defired me to make all hafte to
go for Wilmanftrand ; becaufe, faid he, the
number of wounded is fo great that it is not
pollible for the furgeons, and others to vific
them once in one day, and, telling me, thac
a memorial was making out for the Admiral-
ty to acquaint them with this refolution.
This was a blow I very little expected. Iex-
pofiulated with them as much as T was able.
I put them in mind of my contraét, by which
they might learn that I never intended to
ferve in the army : Then I defired them to
reflet upon my having been near twenty
months without pay, one farthing of which
I had not as yet reccived: Laftly, I defired
them to confider what the Board of Admiral-
ty and others would think of them, when
they daily fent to them fuch wavering un-
feitled memorials.  To this an old fly tran{-
lator; a German, named Waring, faid that

the
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the Archiator defigned, as foon as a vacancy
fhould happen, to advance me in the army,
and had promifed me out of the Chanc_cry
two months pay as a prefent. By this time
I had got a little more courage, and calm
reafon was taking its place: I frankly an-
fwered, that from the very beginning of my
fervices I was told, and indeed gave credit
to it, that the Archiator defigned to ad-
vance me; that I hoped this would have
taken place long before the time of my con-
trat was expired : But that all thefe fine
promifes had hitherto taken ne other effet,
than to make me quite diffident. = That, as
I was in pofifeflion of atteftations from all
my commanders concerning my good fer-
vices, and from the Medicine’s Chancery
concerning my qualifications ; and finally as
the time of my engagement in the fervice
was expired; I was determined to take
my dilmiffion from it. To thefe rea-
fonable remon{lrances, I was told that fuch
language was {cldom heard in Rauffia, and
that if I would not go voluntarily, there was
no difhiculty to fend me with a party of dra-
goons, Though I made anfwer, that if they
fent me with dragoons, neither they not the
dragoons could caufe me do what I would
not ; yet the dragoons ran fo much in my
fancy all day, that I dreamed of them at
night.  Finding they could not get me to
agrec, thcy advited me to go to the Archia-

tor,
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tor. I did fo, and our difcourfe ended much
in the fame way as above, only with this re-
markable difference, that the Archiator in
great rage declared that I fhould be fent that
very night,

I now for the firft time, fince I arrived in
Ruflia, began to be alarmed, and I could
find none to fupport me, however juft my
caufe was, but the Britith Ambaflador. I loft,
therefore, no time in reprefenting my grie-
vances to him, though altogether a ftranger.
The honourable Mr Finch our ambafiador,
who was greatly carefled at court, ordered
me to retura to the chancery, and let them
know from him, that if chey broke through
the agreement of our contract, or that if
they fent me by an alt of arbitrary power
to any place, contrary to their fenfe of my a-
greement with them, he would efpoufe my
cavfe, and have juftice done me; and that
he had ordered me to call daily at his houfe
to acquaint his {ecretary with their proceed-
ings againft me : And laftly, if they {ent me
away, he would apply to the Grand Duchefs,
and get me brought back very foon, and
would not fail to get them punifhed for their
perfidy and tyranny. I made no manner of
hefitation to report the ambaflador’s meflage,
at'which they feemed not a little difturbed.
Whilft I was in the chancery, the Archiator
arrived ; and I, not knowing what would-be
my fate, depended vpon M, Finch’s pro-

mile,
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mife, and, as I was defired, fat in the room
waiting the iffue ; for at this time all the doors
where the Archiator and his counfellors were
confulting, were not only fhut, but centi-
nels placed at them, fo that it was impofli--
ble to over-hear one word. After about
half an hour’s waiting, I was {fummoned  to
attend, I doubted not that they would
threaten much, and endeavour by fiich ways
to prevail with me to fubmit, though I was
firmly refolved to ftand it out to the laft ex-
tremity.  But how much was I {urprifed to
hear the Archiator {peak to me with: more
complaifance than ever he did before, and’
put into my hands at the fame time a memo-
rial to the admiralty, acquainting them that
the fub-furgeons and learners whom I had
formerly required, agreeable to the regulations
for the port at Aftrachan, were difpatched;
therefore defiring the admiralty to grant their
{alaries and difpatches without lofs of time.
He at this time never {poke one word about
the army or dragooning, but parted with me
very refpectfully: The truth is, I had been in-
formed, and experienced it to be true, ‘that
the honourable Mr Finch was remarkably
diftinguithed at that court, and that every
college or office in St Peterfburgh was afraid
of him ; for he always {poke out, and what-
ever he reprefented was well taken, and an-
fwvered according to his defire.  As T was
walking home, Dr Smith, an Irifh gentle-
man,
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man, phyfician to the guards, met me, and
faid that the Archiator had f{aid to him that |
was extremely obftinate, drc. This gentle-
_mar, I dare fay, wilhed me very well, and
fpoke the real fentiments of his mind,  Ag
the finithing of his difcourfe, he defired nie
to remember I was not in Great Britain, and
willied I would fmell the ground. My an-
fwer was fhort, wviz. that I had confidered
every thing, and that though I had not been
fo long in Ruflia as he, I had fmelled and
meafured twice as much Ruflian ground as he
had, at leaft: That I had taken my meafures,
and was determined never to fubmit to do
any thing, but what by my contract I had
pointedly agreed to.  This affair thus end-

ed, and I never was troubled more about it.
- The war was carried on with vigour on
the Ruffians fide. Gen. Keith forced a very
firong out-poft belonging to the Swedes, not
without an equal lofs of men: But a barba-
“yous affair happened at this time, which
would have tarnifhed the glory of the Rul-
fian army, if it hbad been carried on by any
of the regulars. © A Coffack, called Crafba
Schoke, or Red Checks, was bred in Pe-
ter the Great’s army, and, for his bravery
upon all occafions, was, by that Great Sove-
reign, created major-general of the irre-
gular Coffacks. This Crafna Schoke was a
perfect favage, nor was even Peter the Great
able to reftrain his cruel difpofition, neither
. - by
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by threats nor punifhments: He was indeed
ftrong, indefatigable, and took very little reft.
Before the war was declared, he arrived in St
Peterfburgh with 4ooo herfemen under hig
command. - He one day was admitted into
the prefence of the Grand Duchefs, who was
picated to fay, that the was forry for all the
horfe, but particularly the irregulars, becaufe
no magazines had been erefted for them.
Crafna Schoke, without any hefitation, made
anfwer, That if her Highnefs would only lofe
no time in declaring war, he would afk no
manner of forage for his horfes; but till thac
was done, he could not provide for them,
and a very fthort delay would render them
quite ufclels for war : He faid, that had Peter
the Great followed his advice, there would
have been no war at prefent; for, faid he, I
- adviled the Great Emperor to cut off women
and children: Now, faid he, thele very in-
fants, then fucking their mothess breafts, and
many born fince, are the people who form
‘their arnty at prefent : Upon this declara-
tion, the Greatr Duchefs let him know, that
fhe and the whole miniftry bated cruelty of
all kinds ; that fhe efteemed Peter the Great
for his humanity, as much at leaft, as for all
his other great qualifications joined together.
She ufed the force of all hier rhetoric to dif-
{uade him from cruelty, and ended her dif-
courfe by afluring him that he never could

expect any efteem or regard from her, if he
ufed
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ufed the enemy cruelly, but averred thar
{he looked upon all fuch as the common ene-
mies ~of mankind. Then, this generous
and compaflionate Prince(s intreated the
Field-marfhal and General Keith carefully to
obferve Cralna Schoke’s actions, and to
reftrain his native fiercenefs and barbarity.
However defpotic a regular general may ex-
ercife his great power over the irregulars in
the Ruflian army, a prudent man finds him-
felf obliged to ufe found policy, and take
all the gent]e ways poffible to gain his end ;
wherefore thele two great generals contented
themfelves to diffuade Crafba Schoke to re-
frain from his former barbarous actions,
and carefled him much above what either his
rank, or any other qualifications had a title
0.9 :
The battle of Wilmanftrand was fcarcely
ended, when Crafna Schoke and his men
were amiffings The generals had no doubt of
his being fet out upon fome of his irregular
expeditions, but could not conceive what it
might be. - At laft, after three or four days
ablence, he appeared loaded with {poil, and
many thoufand heads of cattle. A few days.
after that, a major was difpatched from .
Count Lewenhaupt with expreffes for Field-
marfhal Lacy, giving a particular account
of the many hamlets .and villages burnt to
the ground, and every foul put to death,
who unfortunately fell into the hands of that
barbarian
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barbarian Cralna Schoke, and poffibly this
major was charged with fome other affairs.
The Field-marfhal, agreeable to his natural
politenefs, reccived the major, treated him,
and entertained him as a gentleman, and
laftly parted with him, after having been an
hour in fecret difcourfe, openly conferring
upon him fome marks of diftin¢tion : Whe-
ther Crafha Schoke fufpected that com-
plaints had been made to the Field-marfhal
or not, I never could learn; but the next
morning he went off with only a handful of
men, to reconnoitre the enemies fituation ;
he pailed fome miles on a narrow way, fitu-
ated betwixt mountains and an impafiable
morafs, till he was at laft ftopped by a breaft-
work, mounted with cannon, which he did
not relifh ; he therefore returned back the
way he came, for there was no other ; but
had not retreated far till he was {topped by
another breaft-work, which the enemy had
thrown up whilft he was marching to the far-
theft off one: He was there attacked brifkly,
nor could he efcape ; he would not deliver
himfelf and men up prifoners : At laft how-
ever he rode into the morals, but not far, till
his horfe was drowned, and himfelf fhot ;
too good a death for fuch a man! The
Swedes certainly had way-laid bim, for they
knew him well, and not fatisfied with hav-
ing fhot him, it was faid, they cut the dead
3N body
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body all to pieces. Such was the end of this
montiter of the human kind.

But this affair did not altogether end thus,
for a body of the guards was at this time in
the army, and a few of them were upon
duty at the Field-marfhal’s tents, when the
Swedifh major had a conference with his Ex-
cellency. They, having oblerved the polite
behaviour of the Field-marfhal to the major,
tho’ an enemy, were prepoflefled with a
foolifh notion that the Field-marfhal was de-
figned to deliver the Ruffian army into the
hands of Count Lewenhaupt ; and, with-
out great difficulty, brought the reft of the
guards into their way of thinking; who
fuddenly took to arms, without fo much as
one officer, threatening to extirpate all the
foreigners in the army: The Field-marfhal
committed their reduction to the care of Ge-
neral Keith, who, being their lieutenant-co-
lonel, mounted immediately, after having giv-
en private orders to his adjutants, and rode
calmly up tothem, made inquiry into the caufe
of their gricvances, put them in mind that
they never could attempt any thing of them-
{elves, and affured them that the refult would
end in their deftruétion. He then advifed
them to put themlfelves under his command,
who was their lieutenant-colonel, and he
would anfwer for it, that they fhould have
fpeedy juftice done them. They agreed to this
and declared their fatisfaction to be com-

manded
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manded by the ever-victorious General K eith.
He then commanded them to draw up and
go through their exercife ; at laft, he order-
ed them to ground their pieces, and march
off the ground : At this inftant, a regiment
of Cuiraffiers rode up, furrounded and dif-
armed them. They were inftantly fhack-
led and fent to St Peterfburgh in carts;
and thence difperfed in fmall numbers in
garrifons through the whole Empire, with
ftrict orders to punifh them with great feve-
rity for every fmall erime which they might
be guilty of. Twenty or thirty of thofe
mad-men were fent to Aftrachan ; but the
Princefs Elizabeth had mounted the throne -
before this happened ; an account of which
memorable affair I fhall give, as I had it
from good authority, though I acknowledge
it is not agreeable to any other account hi-
therto given of'it,

END OF VOLUME FIRST;



*.¥ Some few Errors have efcaped into this Firit Vo-
Tame, the Author refiding at a Diftance from the Prefs,
but thefe fhall be carefully corrected by Errata at the End
of the Second.
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