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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
THE COUNTESS DOWAGER OF
' B AR e e @ Nl 0 B P
RigL 10T, 0F
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
JOHN EarL of HYNDFORD,
VISCOUNT INGLISBURY AND GRANGE;
LORD CARMICHAEL OF CARMICHAEL,
KNIGHT OF THE
MOST ANCIENT ORDER OF
THE THISTLE,

ORESOF T HE EORRSTOr
HIS MAJESTY’ BED CHAMBER,

LORD LIEUTENANT AND
PRINCIPAL SHERIFF
OF THE
COUNTY OF LANARK,
ONE OF HIS MAJESTY:

MOST HONOURABLE PRIVY COUNCIL]
A'ND

.VICE ADMIRAL OF SCOTLAND.

My Laby,

Houcu fulfome flattery finds the mat-

ter, and forms the manner, of moft of

our modern dedications, yet true merit thuns

praife, where the femblance of it, fond of

fame, fecks no more: Hence the pen of a

parafitecharged with adulation, decorates his

Patron with divine honours, who is, perhaps,
devoid of every human virtue.
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i* DEDICATION

Tae purpofe, my Lady, of the prefent
dedication is very different; it is not to play
the panegyrift, but to publifh the truth ; and
even now, as formerly, to declare that gra-
titude which ftill glows in my heart for the
~ countenanee and protection with which your
late and much lamented Lord was pleaied,
in the year 1748, to honour me at the
court of St Peterfburgh; as alfo, to the laft
hour of his Lordfhip’s precious life, to di-
flinguifh me with the amiable appellation of
Friend.

THE great dead are held in everlafting
remembrance ; as the good man, and the
true patriot, thongh ordered, with others, to
the chambers of death, ftill lives, and will e-
ver be a memorial, and a minifter of virtue,
even to thofe on whom the end of the
world fhall come.

~ Sucu, my Lady, fo full of merit, {fo re-
markably renowned was your late Lord, and
hence fo highly honoured by foreign courts ;
particularly by that of St Peterfburgh, where
his Lordfhip {o long, and fo worthily repre-
fented his late Majefty, of glorious memory.
There his Lordfhip did fignal deeds ; and,
favoured by the Empre(s Elizabeth, a great
and magnanimous Princefs, found no diffi-
culty in accomplithing what his predeceflors.
could only attempt.

'THE.



DEDICATION, v

THE Emprefs of Germany, and the King
of Pruflia, two mighty potentates, charmed
with his Lordthip’s charaéter, and confcious
of his great wifdom and worth, were plea-
fed, with his Britannic Majefty’s permiffion,
to lodge with him a carze blanche to arbitrate
a peace between them; which he effected to
the entire fatisfattion of thofe high con
tending powers, and much to the honour of
Great Britain !

Your Ladyfhip’s moft amiable and ex-
cellent endowments open a large field ; but,
certain I thould offend, I muft here be {i-
lent, and ceafe to celebrate them; honour-
ed, however, with your permiffion, I humbly
beg leave to lay the following fheets before
you, in the pleafing hope, that, whatever
judgment the public may form of them,
they will be gracioufly received by you as a
proof of that gratitude, refpect, and efteem,
with which I have the honour to be,

May it pleafe your Ladyfhip,
Your Ladyfhip’s moft obliged,
Moft humble, and moft obedient fervant,

_]pHN Cooxk.
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190.
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Cancernivtg the memorable revolution at the Court
of St Petersburgh, in the night betwixt the
24th and 2 5th of November 0. 8. 1741.

IN treating of this extraordinary revolu-
tion, I fhall firlt give an account of what
I obferved myfelf the day before, and the
day after it happened ; I fhall next give
fuch account of the manner, and the aflift-
ance the Princefs had, to carry on this fur-
prifing revolution, as T had from good
“authority ; altogether difregarding what at
that time was publifhed in news-papers, ma-
gazines, ¢vc. becaufe I am very certain they
were really erroneous.

About three o’clock in the morning of the
twenty-fifth inftant, 1 was roufed out of my
{leep by a very rude knocking at the gate of
my wife’s father’s houfe, where I then lodg-
ed. The gate being opened, a ferjeant of the
guards entered, and went to Mr Selkirk fur-
geon to their regiment, who lodged in the

A next
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next room to mine. The ferjeant acquaint-
ed him, that, by orders from Court, his at-
tendance there, in the winter palace, was ex-
pected with all convenient {peed ; that he did
not know the reafon of thefe orders, but
that he was going through to warn all the
officers belonging to that company to make
their immediate appearance in the winter
palace : Upon which he went off, and I
went to Mr Selkirk, who had very many
years ferved in the gnards, and afked him,
‘What he thought could be the reafon of fuch
orders at that time? He {aid, that he {uf~
pected the young Emperor was dead ; for
he never got fuch orders in the night-time,
except upon the like occafions. I told him
that yefterday morning I had feen the guards
pay their refpects to the Emperor, who was
in his nurfe’s arms at a window ; that I alfe
faw his father, the generaliflimo with his bro-
ther driving in an open fledge, unattended
by any, except his liverymen, through the
ftreets ; therefore, at that time, it was not
probable that the Emperor was fick. He
went away, nor did he return when I left
the houfe at ten of the clock forenoon ; nor
had any thing as yét tran{pired in that part
of the city where I lived. I went {lraight
to the adimiralty, diftant about a mile, and
obferved many f{oldiers marching from the
neighbouring villages into the city, in deep
filence, dragging their arms upon {mall hand
fledgese



TRAGRE S 3

fledges,  Few citizens appeared on the
fireets.  'When I came near the admiralty, I
faw many thoutands of {oldiers on the great
area before the winter palace, tofling heir
hats high in the air, calling out at the fame
time : But the diftance I was from them pre-
vented my hearing diftinétly what they {aid,
and I judged it not prudent to afk any que-
ftions as [ was a foreigner. I therefore con-
tinned my journey, and paft all the centi-
nels about the admiralty, without their
{peaking one word to me ; At laft, when I
entcred into the chamber where I was ex-
pecting to get my affairs foon ended, I ob-
ferved the writers, (not cmployed as they
ufed to be) fitting whifpering fomewhat a-
mongft themfelves : When I had made inqui-
ry about my affairs, they let me know that
no affairs would be tranfacted that day. I
retired, now not doubting of fomething ex-
traordinary having happened at Court, but
never dreamed of the true afiair: I pro-
ceeded next towards the draw-bridge, but the
centinel faid that he had orders that morn-~
ing not to permit any perfon to go out of
f‘ne admiralty, but to hinder none to come

in, i~
The reader muft know, that there is al-
Wways a confiderable party of men from the
guards, and alfo a command of falors. The
guards are obliged to obey the orders of the
admiralty, and thefe were the orders for that
day.
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day. Underftanding that Mr Caithnefs was
in the admiralty upon duty, I went to him,
and he confirmed what the centinel had faid
to be true ; but I obferved ta Mr Caith-
nefs, that {uch orders could only refpect pro-
rly the fervants of the admiralty, becaufe
~ it would be very abfurd to imagine that the
board could think of detaining every perfon
belonging to the fleet, and far lefs me who
belonged to the port of Aftrachan. I there-
fore propoled, that he fhould go with me to
the captain of the guards then upon duty,
and be made certain of this atfair.  To this
he agreed ; but faid I would be welcome to
his table and bed, if the captain fhould infift’
on detaining me, He faid, that fuch an or-
der never had been fent to the admiralty
fince he began ro ferve ; but though he was
fure the orders proceeded from the Court, he
could not guefs what the caufe might be, and
thought, for my own fafety, that I would do
well to remain where I was ; but all the
world knows, that new married people think
otherways. Accordingly, when we went to
the captain, he was of my opinion, and faid,
there was extant a {pecial order from Peter
the Great, commanding that people in the
medical way fhould, under no pretence what-
foever, except for capital erimes, be detain-
ed, either by night or by day; and this order
he fhowed us, but jokingly faid, he would
take upen him to detain me till we had ta-
ken
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ken a glafs of good wine, to which, at that
time, 1 could have no manner of objection,
having wandered long about the ftreets and
admiralty.

Thus having, as I thought, got my free-
dom, I retired out of the admiralty, and di-
reted my fleps towards the fireet where the
Britith live, on the weft fide of the admiralty,
I was neceflarily obliged to pals by two gates
leading into the grand chancellor’s court,
which were open, but two centinels placed
at each of them ; and inftead of noblemen
and the ribbon-gentry walking in the court,
I could difcover only foldiers, who kept a
profound filence. This, I imagined, had no
- promiling appearance. I next wentto Prince
Golitzin, nephew to my commander ; the
door was open, and I went into the lobby,‘
but difcovered no perfon ; I then fhut the
door, and paffed through the anti-chamber
into the bed-room, but not a perfon was
there, which never ufed to be the cafe for-
merly. T now began to be unealy that I
had proceeded fo far, though 1 was well
known to the Prince and all his fervants; I
therefore retired, and was determined to
chide the fervants for taking {o little care of
the houfe; but after havmg wandered a-
mongft the fervants rooms, bawling as loud
as [ could, I could fee no perfon. At laft, T
entered the kitchen, and there I difturbed a
poor {cullion out of a deep flcep, who, in an-

fwer
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fwer to the queftions I put to him, only faid,

that no part of the houfe was intrufted to
him but the kitchen ; that he neither knew
where the Prince nor his fervants were, but
that about midnight all was in a great hurry,
fince which time he was thankful for having
got a good fleep. 1 advifed him to go with
me to make the flreet-door fecnre, which
he declined. As I came to the lobby, a gre-
nadier of the guards, much the worfe of li~
quor, was ftaggering about the houfe ; he
eyed me, as if mifchicf was his intention, and,
in a very uncommon rude manner, abufed
me, though I was dreffed in the uniform,
calling me foreign blood-fucker, and the like.
Not being able to get out of the houfe with-
out paffling through the lobby, which was ve-
ry large, I laid my hand on my fword, and
defired him to be quiet, for I intended him
no hurt ; but aflured him, that if he offered
to touch his {word, or otherways attack me,
I would inflantly, in my own defence, dif-
patch him. This had the defired effect. I got
out of the houfe without further trouble, and
went to Mr Finche’s, where I met with one
of his fecretaries, who f{aid that Mr Finche
was to be {poken with by none, but defired
that I would return at dinner time, and {pend
the afternoon with them, when I would be
informed more certainly of what had hap-
pened at Court, than was poffible for him to
do at that time. He told me, however, that

the
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the Princefs Elifabeth had mounted her fa-
ther’s throne, and had put under {trong guard
the royal family, and fent the late miniftry
to the caftle. I promifed not to fail to come
at the time appointed, and immediately pal-
fed by the Ruflian noblemen’s houfes, whom
I had any concern for, without {peaking to
any, except where I was well acquainted. - 1
faw Admiral Golovine’s houfe in good order,
as alfo Count Lacy’s. Count Levold’s houfe
was befet with foldiers, as was Count Golof-
kin’s,and the Field-marfhal Count Muinich’s.
Having made my tour, I returned to the fe-
cretaries. I cannot help acquainting the rea-
der, that at this time I was {enfibly touched
for the fafety of the royal family, and deeply
affected with the thoughts of the vanity and
fluctuation of all human grandeur, though
I really was {o far from knowing perfonally
any thing of that illuftrious family, that I ne-
ver {poke to one within the precinéts of the
palace, except to the archiator. Whatever right
the Princefs Elifabeth might have, ftill I felc
for the royal prifoners, who never had a¢ted,
as far as I knew, but with great equity, mild-

nels, and moderation, during their fhort re-
gcncy.

To
="
5
o
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CHA P IL

A relation of what the Author was iuformed of

concerning this revolution.

PIES had been fent every where to bring
information of every thing which had
happened, and whatever news could be pick-
ed up. I fhall not only relate what I was
informed of that day, but give a concife ac-
count of thele affairs, which I had from very
good authority.  On the 24th of November
1741, a meflenger, it was faid, was fent {from
the Grand Chancellor Count Ofterman, by a
major of the guards, who is commonly ma-
jor-general of the army, to the Princefs Flifa-
beth, demanding to know whether her High-
nets would not be pleafed to keep her court
in Mofcow, or any other place, rather than
in St Peterfburgh ; fecondly, acquainting her
that the Court was difpleafed at her {urgeon
Mr Leftoig’s going o frequently amongft fo-
reign minifters, elpecially the French ; and
]aﬂly, defiring her to keep that man at home,
otherways they would be obliged to take care
of him.  The Princefs returned this anfwer,
That though fhe had all manner of regard for
the meflenger, (thc major-general,) yet fhe
could not help taking notice, that fhe thought

it well became Count Ofterman, or any fub-
ject
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j":& in Ruffia, to have brought the meflage
himf{elf to the only furviving daughter of Pe-
ter the Great. That fhe could entertain no
notion, that her coufin the Grand Duchefs,
nor any of the Royal Family, could be jea-
lous of a fingle helplefs lady, who had her
fole fupport from them ; and therefore {uf*
pected that Count Ofterman only intended
to affront her, as her coufin and fhe had e-
ver lived in the flricteft and moft cordial
friendfhip. She faid, that every one knew
Leftoig to be a very rambling man, and a
lover of game ; therefore fhe was certain
he could have no other motive of going to
the Marquis Chetardie, but for play: How-
ever fince that was difagreeable to Count Of-
terman, fhe would not fail to lay her com-
mands upon him, to forbear going there
any more, which if he difregarded, fhe
would acquaint Count Ofterman, therewith,
fo that he might take what meafures he

pleafed. Laftly, fhe exprefled much fur-
" prife that fo great a politician as Count Of-
terman, could be any way alarmed at the
attions of fuch a gamefter as Leftoig. Te
feems the anfwer lulled Ofterman and the
Wh‘?le court afleep ; they thought no more
OF it. But it was otherways with the Prin-
cefs, fhe was extremely uneafy, nor could
the be prevailed upon to go to bed. She
complained that fhe was indifpofed, yet
would not let any of her fervants go for

D Lef‘tOig ]
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Leftoig, who at that time was at the Mar-
quis Chetardie’s houfe.

At laft he arrived, (for he lodged in her
palace,) at midnight, when they had pri-
vate difcour(c together.  What pafled at
that private conference was reported, and
as this dangerous affair took a happy turn, it
is probably true : For Leftoig was a man of
no great delicacy, and befides, he ran no
rifque in telling it when the Princefs was
fixed on the throne. The Princefs having
refated what had paffed between her and the
Major General, Leftoig fell on his knees,
conjured her to lofe no time in carrying
their concerted project into execution ; for
faid he, if you do not, I can eafily forefee
what is to happen. This affair has taken
air.  They have got hold of the end of a
clew which you may depend upon they will
not part with, till all is found out; if you
do not immediately proceed we are undone;
your Highnefz will be happy in being fhut
up in a monaftery during life : But I, who,
you are fenfible, have always been faithful
to you, after having undergone extreme tor-
ments, have the only chance of being broken
on the wheel, or hung up by the ribs alive ;
therefore lofe no time, you know the guards
adore you, go with me immediately to the
barracks, and I will pawn my life to get as
many men, without their officers, as will
fix you on your father’s throne. To this the

Princef3
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Princefs confented, and Mr Leftoig ordered
his own fledge to be gotten ready, and,
having feated himfelf in it, ordered his fer-
vant to bed, faying that he had a patient to
vifit, and would call upon another to rtake
care of the horfes at his return. He then
drove to the place agreed upon to meet with
the Princefs, who very pointedly was there
with a trufty groom, a German, calied
Greenfield. The Princels took her feat in
the fledge, the groom drove the horfes, and
Leftoig, as lacquey, ftood behind, and in this
manner they drove to the barracks.

Some years before this happened, the
Court thought proper for the conveniency
of the guards to build, on the fouth fide of*
of St Peterfburgh, large good timber houfes
for the guards, planned out in large ftraight
ftreets: The officers have all houfes with their
regiment a-part : There are no walls about
them, fo that any perfon may drive through
amongft them in the night-time without hin-
drance. - The rooms where the {foldiers
fleep are fo large that forty men fleep in
one room.

The Princefs arrived at the firft of thofe
houfes, and Leftoig fummoned them to get
up. At firlt, the foldiers were out of hu-
mour at being difturbed : But they no foon-
er faw the Princefs Elizabeth, who did not
fail to let them know that her life was in
danger, than they fell on their kiees, and

fwore
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fwore to ftand by her, and place her on her
father’s throne. They aflembled only three
hundred well armed men without one ofli-
cer, fo that all the accounts in thefe times,
given in the public papers and magazines,
are ablolutely falfe. Thus equipped, they
marched with the greatelt privacy to the
winter palace, it was faid, and poflibly true,
that the Princefs was much difturbed about
the confequence ; but Leftoig fortified her,
-and bade her fear nothing. At laft they ar-
rived at the gate, and were challenged by
the horfe-guards. The Princefs who had
the love of all the guards, made anfwer, by
advifing them as they loved her and their
own lives to make no noife : For her life was
in the utmoft danger, and immediately fhe
with her followers entered, and, as had been
formerly concerted, a party difarmed, with-
out any noife, or bloodfhed, the two gres
nadiers at the ftandard, and the Princefs
with her own hands cut all the drums which
were laid up in the entry to pieces. Leftoig
fcrewed an iron inflrument into the guard
houfe door, and made it fo faft, that not a
foul could get out, feguring, as they pro-
ceeded, every place with her own men. She
then proceeded to go through the well known
palace, difarming all the centinels and
placing her own.  They arrived at the
bed-chamber door: Where two centinels
denied enterance, but her foldiers inftantly

fecured
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fecured and carried them off. Then they
forced open the door; but which was very
fortunate for them, mneither the Grand Du-
chefs nor Prince was there : Princefs Eliza-
beth told her followers that they certainly
were in the nurfery, ordered the foldiers to
put off their fhoes, and follow her: The
confequence was that the Royal Family were
inftantly made prifoners without the {malleft
refiftance, except from a Livonian lady Ju-
lia Mengden, who gave them fome opprobri-
ous language, for which one of the foldiers
knocked her down, but the Princefs Eliza-
beth begged to {pare her life. The Prince’s
brother made fome refiftance but as he was
in bed, there was no harm done on either
fide,

It is faid that the unfortunate Prince beg-
ged that the Princefs Elizabeth would be
gracious to his unfortunate Princefs, and his
children, as for himfelf, he {aid he would
not afk any favour. Princefs Elizabeth took
God to witnels, that {fhe meant not to hurt
any of them, only put them in mind that
it was very neceflary to keep them confined
for her own fafety: But that they neverthe-
lefs fhould be kept in a princely manner, and
that their children fhould have fiich educa-
tion as their rank in the world required, nor
fhould they ever be feparated, providing
they kept themfelves within the bounds of
moderation, I verily believe that this pro-

mife
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mife was kept with all honour. She next
fent them all to her own palace, and whilft
fhe fummoned the grandees and officers of
the guards to the winter palace, Leftoig ar-
refted the Grand Chancellor Ofterman, the
Counts Muinich and his fon, Golofkin, Le-
vold, and a few more, were confined to their
houfes, but the relt were fent to the caftle.
Tt was faid, that a rude foldier ftabbed with
his bayonet the poor old gouty Ofterman ;
and this was the only inftance of cruelty
which I ever heard of in this affair. The day
following, being the 26th, all perfons were
obliged to go to church, to give their oaths
of allegiance to her Imperial Majefty ; and
thus tlns great change was carried on, almoft
altogether, without bloodfhed. I am per-
fuaded that fuch another never happened be-
fore, at leaft I never have rdad of any.

C-H=vPy L

Anecdotes which happened in St Petersburgh du-
ring the Author’s flay.

Requently I have taken notice, that when
F I have been giving fome account of my
travels, the reader has been pleafed to be in-
formed of incidents which either happened
to me or others: For thefe reafons, 1 have

thought proper, in different places of my
book,
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book, to treat of different fubjects not pro-
perly related to travels, which, though they
may not be agreeable to fome, can fcarce
fail to pleafe others.

On the 25th November, I ftaid very late
in the city, hoping that drunk and mad peo-
ple would be either in their houfes or beds;
but this night I was miftaken. Iwalked from
the Britifh line to the Green-bridge, where a
centinel was placed, and, according to cu-
{tom, made enquiry who I was? I anfwer-
ed a failor. He was drunk, and bawled out,
Long live our moft merciful Sovereign the
Emprefs FElifabeth Petrovna! may fhe be
greater ftill than the mighty maiden Queen
Elifabeth of England ! I anfiered him pro
perly, by putting up the fame prayer, when
my fervant, a fimple fellow, afked him news,
by whofe authority, and for what fervice he
was placed there 2 The foldier immediately
macde as if he intended to have plunged his
bayonet into him. In order to fave the poor
fellow’s life, I got him by the hair, drew him
to a {mall diftance, and gave him a few blows
with my cane. This had the effeit ; the f{ol-
dier was well pleafed that I had punithed
him for his imprudence, and I aflured the
foldier that he was only an ignorant clown,
and that nothing better could be expected
of him, as he never had been in any city a-
hOVf: three months. The foldier and I part-
ed in good terms, and faid that forty f{oldi-
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ers were flationed in different parts of the
city, with private inftructions.

I had ftill about one mile to go to my lodg-
ings, and was frequently met with, or over-
taken by foldiers in great hurry, {fome on
foot, and others in fledges, but univerfally
drunk. Thefe in fledges drove as faft as
the horfes could run ; and the under-oflicers
kept their halberts pointed forward, {o that it
was dangerous for any perfon to meet them ;
however, I got fafely home, where my fafety
was much doubted; for all the foldiery, both
guards and others were quite mad with drink.

At Aftrachan I was acquainted with Ivan
Antonovitch Cherkafloff, who formerly had
been fecretary to Peter the Great, who fent
him there in exile, it was faid, for {peaking
too freely. He had in Aftrachan a very fimall
falary to fupport him and a numerous family.
After the death of the Emprefs Anne, the
Grand Duchefs recalled him, and replaced
him in his former rank, with a fuitable fala-
ry. As I had taken care of his Lady and
children when fick, I thought I would wait
upon him in Peterfburgh ; but my country-
men diffuaded me from it, faying, that ma-
ny ribbon-gentry paid attendance to his le-
vee daily, and feldom got admittance. I
thought I fhould fee him, and was determi-
ned to make the trial; as I could rifk nothing
by it but a denial, which would undoubted-
ly have been a greater affront to him than

me ;
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me; ddd to this, that I had ever done his
tamily all the fervice which was in my pow-
er, who, at that time, as was {aid, had it not
in their power to make me any fuitable con-
fideration for my trouble.

They faid that he bad treated the French
ambaflador in a very indecent manner, and
confequently thought he would do the fame
by me: They f{aid, that at court the Marquis
la Chetardie had frequently invited him to
his houfe ; at laft he accepted of an invita-
tion, and appointed the time of going, and
when he arrived, the Marquis was putting on
a fhirt, but ordered the fervant to defire Mr
Cherkafloff to walk in, and politely begged
his excufe for being in that condition ; Cher-
kafloff feemed to take no notice of it ; but at
parting, infifted upon the ambaflador’s ho-
nouring him with his company at his houfes
This being readily agreed to, when the am-
baflador had arrived, he was introduced into
a roomx where Mr Cherkafloff was fitting in a
very indecent manner on a clofetool. He
made many excufes, that nature muflt be o-
beyed, &¢. but continued fo long, ufing
very difagreeable geftures, that at laft the
Marquis was fo affronted, as to go off ina
pet; at which Cherkafloff forced a ridicu-
lous laugh : That ‘notwithftanding the Mar-
quis at that time was very much carefled at
court, Cherkaffoff’s intereft was fo great, that
he could get no other fatisfaltion, than in-

C ﬁgniﬁcan t
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fignificant excufes, and being univerfally
laughed at.

I went accordingly, and, contrary to all
their opinions, not only got very ready ad-
mittance, but was treated with all the inti-
macy and franknefs he was accuftomed to
formerly ; and at parting, was defired to make
my vifits frequent, e{'pccially at dinner-time,
during my intended ftay in St Peterfburgh.
I took the liberty to tell lum that people had
diffoaded me from venturing to vific him,
but that I was determined to make the trial,
if it was only to confirm myfelf in the opi-
nion I had ever entertained of his honour.
He anfwered, that he endeavoured always to
have all the regard for thofe who he had rea-
fon to believe to be honeft, let their ftation
in life be high or low. He faid, that he real-
ly had not time to perform the bufinefs en-
trufted to him for many people paying court
to him at that time, purely with a view to
their own intereft, who, he knew well, would
fcarcely have taken the fmalleft notice of him
when living in adverfity, and overclouded by
the imperial difpleafure ; and faid, that this
numerous attendance proceeded purely from
fome very gracious expreflions of the Grand
Duchefs uled to him in public, and the ho-
nourable commifiion fhe had trufied to his
care. I took my leave of him, and was
glad to find, that, at the revolution, the Em-
prefs Elifabeth retained him in her faVOl.ll;i

an
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and in the fame honourable poft as former-
ly, and added the title of baron to himfelf
and his family.

A few days after the Emprefs Elifabeth
mounted the throne, my good commander,
Prince Golitzin, arrived in St Peterfburgh :
He had been fent for in the time of the re-
gency of the late Grand Duchefs : That ten-
der hearted Lady had given orders to recal
all fuch as were undefervedly overclouded
in the reign of the Emprefs Anne ; and the
Golitzin family were very dear to the Emprefs
Elifabeth, who was related to them by the
ties of bload, as well as by an invariable dit-
pofition in them at all times to befriend,
with great hazard to themfcives, her great
progenitors, as well as herfelf, and for whoie
fake they and the antient tamily of Dolgaru-
ka had fuffered {o much ; who were al{o fent
for, and the ald field-marfhal was carefled
and honoured by her, as it he had been her
father. This nobleman never would allow
his beard to be fhaved till he was brought in-
to her Majefty’s prefence, when, as white
as {now, it reached down to his belr.

My good Prince would gladly have kept
me in St Peterfburgh, but my orders and
difpatches being finithed the day before he
arrived, prevented that. He had left the
Prince(s with her children at Mofcow, ex-
cept his two eldeft fons, whom he brought

with
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with him to St Peterfburgh, to be prefented
to her Majeity.

Three days after the Emprefs had fixed
herfelt {ecurely, I think it was on St An-
drew’s day, fhe invited the foreign ambafla-
dors to court, and in their prefence declared
Mr Leftoig to be her Archiator and altual
Privy-counfellor ; placing her hand on his
{houlder, fhe faid, that he was truly no lefs,
for that it was owing to him alone that fhe
now had fo profperoufly (ucceeded to her
birth-right. - Mr Leftoig confined Archiator
Fither to his lodgings in the palace, and it
- was univerfally believed, that Dr Fifher was
in a dangerous fituation. The day that I
got my difpatches, I went, contrary to my
friends advice, according to my promife, to
receive a letter from him to one in Aftrachan,
who was wont to buy fome curiofities which
he wanted. T eafily paffed all the guards in-
to his antichamber. His fervant introduced
me into his prefence.  He feemed {fomewhat
furprifed, and faid, that all power was now
taken from him, and that he could do nothing
tor me. I anfwered, that I had been made
acquainted with that by an order from the
Chancery ; but that as I had promifed to car-
vy a letter from him to Aftrachan, let his con-
dition be what it would, I was determined to
keep my promife. At this he defired me to
{it down, and, for the firft time, ordered me
a difh of coffee, and faid, that he wifhed,
' new

.
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now he knew ; me that it was in his power to
do fomething for me ; that he had befriend-
ed very many in St Peterfburgh, who had all
deferted him in time of trouble, and that he
had not ufed me very friendly, which griev-
ed him much to think that at this time of life
he did not know maunkind better. I an{wer-
ed, that as I was quite a ftranger to him, I
could not, nor did I blame him ; that 1 well
knew, that men in a high ftation of life, and
efpecially fuch who had daily a variety of
very different and intricate bufinefs to per-
form, were well acquainted but with thofe
immediately under them, by their clerks and
writers 3 and that generally thefe men were
friendly, or otherwife, according as they
were bribed, T faid, that at the fielt begin-
ning of my fervice, I was well aflured, that
Peter, the parent of his country, had forbid
giving bribes, to which I had a great aver
fion ; that therefore T never gave any ; that
I hoped in time my induftrionfly attending
my bufinefs would, in {pite of all oppofition,
recommend me. But, obferving the tears
running plentifully down the old man’s
cheeks, I took a fudden farewell, and with-
drew, refletting upon the inftability of for-
tune, and the flippery fituation of the great
at court. T pafled all the guards without a
lingle queftion being afked.

I'was told, that foon after T was gone, Dr
Fifher was informed that Mr Leftoig was de-

termined
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termined to caufe examine moft {trictly his by-
paft affairs, with a defign to have him feverely
punifhed, if he could detet any fraud : But
Archiator Fifher was an old phyfician, and
had experience enough to apply a proper re-
medy.: He made Mr Leftoig a prefent of
20,000 rubles to pafs all accompts, and this
was the catholicon which at once confolida-
ted all differences.

I, being quite ready to proceed on my
journey, got an invitation from fome Briti(h
merchants who were ready to go for Aftra-
chan, in their way to Perfia, with a very con-
fiderable caravan of goods, defiring me to
accompany them, as I was heavy loaded, and
therefore, by the regulations, was only obli-
ged to travel at the rate of fifty verils in three
days. I made no objection, They were
Meflis Mungo Grame, Panton, Brown, and
Van Mirope. Mr Grzme knew the cuftoms
of the country as wellas I did,and was mafter
of the language ; but he well knew that
merchants are frequently much harafled by
the governors and vorbodes, unle(s in com-
pany with fome in the government’s fervice.
Accordingly they fet out the day before me;
and I fet out on the 20th of December at
midnight, an hour 1 conftantly chufed to tra-
vel from great cities, that I might have the
leaft chance to meet with robbers ; becaule
about fuch times they are generally houfed
for the night, as few people travel at {o late

an
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an hour. T was of opinion that my wife and
her relations might have fome uneafinefs at
parting ; to prevent which, I only let them
know, that, my difpatches being ready, I
waited the laft verbal orders to march; where-
fore 1 begged their company to fupper, be-
caufe I fufpected I fhould have little time to
ftay ; but I gave private orders to my peo.
ple to hold themfelves in readinefs at the time
appointed, and direfted a very aclive young
lad to get horfes and carriages ready by that
time, and when all was ready to acquaint me. .
Thus, whilt we were all very merry, and
{peaking of going to bed, this man entered
the room, and told us that every thing was
ready, the horfes being harnefled ; fo that,
without any unneceffary trouble, or much
pain at parting, about ten minutes after that
we were gone. Her relations had made ob-
jections, but my anfwer was fhort, that her
Majefty’s orders muft be obeyed.

But before I leave St Peterfburgh, it ‘may
be agreeable to give fome account of the roy-
al family preceding the prefent times, con-
tained in the following remarkable manifefto,
which her Tmperial Majefty caufed publifth
inmediately after her acceflion to the throne.

CHAP
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A Account of the Royal Family preceding the
prefent Times, with a Copy of the Manifefto
publifhed by her Imperial Majefty, immediate-
ly after ber Aeceffion to the Throne.

ETER ALEXOWITZ, juftly ftiled The
Great, was, in 1682, conjoined in the
government with his elder brother John, who
was a weak Prince. John died in 1646, lea-
ving iflue two daughters, Katharine Joan-
nowna the eldeft, who was married to the
Duke of Mecklemburgh in 1716, as her
younger fifter Anne Joannowna had been
in 1710, to the Duke of Courland, whe died
next year without iffue. Peter had iflue, by
his firlt wife, Alexius, who, in 1718, was by
fome thought to have been put to death by
his father’s order, for a tract of difobedi~
ence ; but left iflue, Peter II. and Nathalia,
defigned the Great Duchefs. Peter 1. took
for his fecond wife, Katharine Alexiewna,
{aid to be a Swedifh under-officer’s widew,
and by her left iffue, Anne Petrowna, born
in 1707, (who, in 1725, was married to the
late Duke of Holftein, by whom fhe has left
iffue the prefent Duke of Holftein, and Elifa-
beth Petrowna, born the gth of December

1709,
Peter
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Peter I.who died in 1725, being fenfible that
he might rely on the fidelity of his Emprels
Katharine, and knowing the difpofition of
his people too well to expect their fubmifion
to her, if he left her only regent to his grand-
fon, vefted her by his will with fovereign au-
thority, and likewile gave her aright to fet-
tle the fucceffion of the Empire. Her reign
was at firft very agreeable to the Ruffians ; but
when, under a pretence of a confpiracy, fhe
banifhed Count Tolftoi, Prince Alexander
Narifkin, and the young Prince Dolgarucki,
into Siberia ; and at the fame time difcoun=
temanced the reft of the Ruflian nobility, they
began in earneft to cabal againft her, and
would probably have deftroyed her, had not
death prevented them in May 172%. She
appointed, by her will, Peter II. to be her
fucceffor, then about twelve years of age. He
recalled thofe whom the late Empre(s had
banifhed, and was intirely governed by the
Dolgaruckis, whofe fifter he was upon the
point of marrying, when he died, 2¢th Ja-
nuary 1736. The Dolgaruckis, neglefting
the will of the Emprefs Katharine, called to
the fucceffion the late Emprefs Anne Joan-
nowna, daughter of John, elder brother of
Peter I. pretending to exclude her elder fif-
ter of the {ame marriage, Katharine Duchefs
of Mecklemburgh, by an antient regulation,
which fecludes from the fucceflion all thofe
who are in poffeflion of foreign dominions.

D The
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The Emprefs Anne was raifed to the throne,
with an intent to limit her power by a ca-
pitulation, which fhe accepted in order to
obtain the diadem, but declared it void as
foon as that was fixed upon her head. The
Ruflian patriots thenceforward fixed their
eyes upon the Prince(s Elifabeth, daughter to
Peter I.

The Emprefs, having no iffue, fettled the
fucceffion on the iflue of Anne, the daughter
of the Duke of Mecklemburgh by her eldeft
fifter Katharine, who, in 1739, was married
at Peter{fburgh with great magnificence to
Prince Anthony Ulric of Brunfwick-Lune-
burgh ; but, towards the clofe of her reign,
fhe apprehended her {chemes might be' dif-
concerted, which put her upon thofe feveri-
ties that, inftead of anfivering her purpofe,
{trengthened that intereft which fhe fought
to deftroy. However, upon her death, which
happened in October 1740, Prince John, {on
of the Princels Anne and Anthony Ulric,
then an infant of three months old, was, in
terms of her will, declared Emperor of Ruf-
fia, and the Duke of Courland Regent during
his minority ; but in about a moenth thereaf-
ter, the Duke of Courland was degraded, and
afterwards banifhed ; when the Princefs Anne,
mother of the infant Emperor, was declared
Regent. This Princefs’s promotion was open-
ly approved of ; but it feems the former dif-
contents were but {fmothered, and, the peo-

ple
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ple wanted only a fic opportunity for difco-
Vel‘ing their attachment to the Princefs Eli-
zabeth,

The war with Sweden was a means of
bringing this about, for it obliged the court
to draw together a great part of their troops
In the neighbourhood of Peterfburgh, which
the chiefs of the party knew were all de-
voted to their interefts ; and the victory at
Wilmanftrand afforded apretence for the ge-
nerals whowere in fecret of coming by turns
to the city, and there concerting with the
heads of the confederacy, the method of put-
ting their defigns in execution. It was at
lafl agreed, that General Lacy fhould return
to the army, in order to difpofe it to act as
fhould be required, and that all military af-
fairs in the city (hould be dire¢ted by the
Prince of Hefle-homburgh, a perfon of great
addrefs and impenetrable fecrecy, On the
23d of November 0, §, it was relolved to
a‘t immediately ; and accordingly an ex-
pre(s was difpatched that night to General
Lacy, with the ftrongeft aflurance, that be-
fore the letters fhould reach him, the Prin-
cefs Elizabeth would be peaceably feated on
the throne, and that he might fafely proclaim
her. ~ All the next day was {pent in mak-
Ing preparations; and in the night betwixt
th.e twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth, the mi-
Nifters of the Empire, the generals, and
the members of the fenate attached to the
: : Princefs
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Princefs Elizabeth, aflembled at her palace;
where the chiefs of the party fet forth the
inexecution of the declarations which Peter
the Great bad fo folemnly made concerning
his laft will ; the ufurpations which enfued
upon the death of Peter II. for a feries of
years ; the abufe made of their authority by
thofe who had been charged with the chief
management of affairs ; the engagements
entered into to the prejudice of the em-
pire ; the exhaufting of the finances by the
late wars ; the numerous fubjects of dif-
content raifed in all parts of Ruflia; the
many viclences committed, which gave
room to fear the juft wrath of heaven ; the
numberlefs actions capable of fullying the
glory and fplendor of the Empire, and the
neceflity there was of checking fuch hor-
rid diforders by a {peedy and happy change.
Whereupon the whole aflfembly unanimoufly
declared, that this change could not be
brought about, but by conforming to the
laft will of Peter the Great, according to
which the Princefs Elizabeth was the fole
heirefs to the throne, The ftates then in-
treated her to accept the crown, and to com-
ply with the defire of the troops and the
‘whole nation.  Upon this, the chief officers
of the regiments of guards came in, and
throwing themfelves at her feet, joined
their fupplications to thofe of the ftates:
Whereupon the Pringefs went, about one

o’clock
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oclock in the morning, to the barracks of
Preobrezeniki guards, accompanied ouly by
one of her chamberlains, Mr Vorantzoff,
Mr Leftoig her furgeon, and Mr Swartz who
was her fecretary 3 and putting herfelf at the
head of the three hundred grenadiers of that
regiment, with their bayonets fixed, and
granades in their pockets, fhe marched di-
reétly to court: Where, after having made
the proper difpofition, and poflcfled herfelf
of the different avenues, the fcized the young
monarch, and the little prince(s his fifter in
their cradles, the Great Duchefs regent, and
the Duke generaliffimo in their beds,and fent
them all, with Mademoifelle Julian Meng-
den to her houfe. The Princefs immedi-
ately after: ordered Field-Marfhal Muinich,
Counts Ofterman, Golofkin, young Count
Muinich mafter of the houfchold to the
Great Duchefs, and the prefident of the col-
lege of commerce, Mengden, with the wives
of the two laft, to be feized in their beds,
and carried to her own houfe or thofe ad-
joining to it. Prince Lewis was under arreft
in the palace, the Grand Marfhal Count Lo-
wenwold, Mr Lapokin, Count Golofkin’s
lady and his filter the Countefs Tagozinfki,
were likewife confined to their houfes ; as
were alfo the dukes, two adjutants, Haim-
: E)oug at court, and Grammartin in his lodg-
1gs.  After all thefe orders had been ex-
ceuted with the greateft expedition, the Prin-
cefs



30 VOYAGES anp

cefs returned to her own houfe ; whither
almoft every body in town immediately re-
forted, and before which the regiment of
horfe guards and the three of foot were
drawn up, and fhe was unanimoufly declar-
ed fovereign of Rulffia and the oath of fideli-
ty taken to her ; and a proclamation was
iflued at the {fame time, and fent all over the
Ruflian empire, and to the minifters at fo-
reign courts, to notify her acceffion.  About
two, her Majefty took poffeflion of the win-
ter palace, and the cannon of the citadel
and admiralty were fired between two and
three. Her Majefty had fent fome time be-
fore for Captain- Deidron a Swedi(h officer,
who was prifoner atPeterfburgh, returned him
his fword, and gave him five hundred du-
cats, with orders to make all the expedition
ne could with letters to notify her acceflion
at Stockholm. In the evening, the exprefs
returned from General Sancy, with the news
of her being proclaimed in the army, with
all the figns of joy and unanimity ; at night,
gentlemen of the court were fent round to
notify this event to all the foreign minifters ;
and the 28th, the following manifefto was
publifhed.
¢ ErLizaBETH the Firft, by the grace of
¢¢ God, Emprefs of all the Ruffias, &¢. &re.
“ ¢yc. to all thofe to whom thefe prefents
¢¢ {hall come, greetmg,
- ¢¢ Whereas in the year 1727, on the 7th
¢ of May, the Emperor Peter 11. was declar-
¢ od
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““.ed fucceffor to the throne of the Ruffias,
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““ after the demife of our dearly beloved

mother the Emprefs Catharine Alexiewna,
by virtue of the firflt article of herwill, con-
firmed by the oath of fidelity of our fub-
jects as well ecclefiaftic as fecular ; and as
in the 8th article of the faid will, the fuc-
ceflion of the empire was regulated in
the manner and terms following.
“_If it fhall happen that the Great Duke
dies without ifTue, the Princefs Anne Pe-
trowna, and her defcendants, and in de-
fault of them, the Princefs Elizabeth Pe-
trowna and her defcendants, after all thefe,
the Great Duchefs fhall fucceed to the
throne of the Ruffias; it being underftood,
that the mafculine line fhall be always pre -
ferred to the feminine; and that all thofe
who do not proflefs the Greek religion, or
who already wear a foreign crown, fhall
be for ever excluded from the throne of
this empire.
¢« 'We had by virtue of this article, an
inconteftable right to afcend the throne
of  our anceftors, as foon as it pleafed the
Almighty to take from this world the
Emperor Peter II. but by the evil prac-
tices, craft and intrigues of Count Ofter-
man, at that time great mafter of the
houfehold to his Imperial Majelty, the
faid will of onr moft honoured Lady and
Mother was fupprefled after his death :
13 F(_,l-’
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For, in the lifetime of his Majefty the Em-
peror Peter IL all the affairs of flate of
fuch like importance were in the hands
of Count Ofterman, who, well knowing
that we were fufficiently informed of his
proceedings, fo prejudicial to our Empire,
caufed by his artifices, her late Majelly
the Emprefs Anne Joannowna, ‘of happy
memory, to be eletted and declared, to
our exclufion, who, as is known to all the
world, were intitled to the throne of the
Rulflias.
“ During the illnefs of her faid Majefty
in 1740, the faid Count Ofterman made
the regulation, printed and publifhed the
6th of October of the' fame year; con-
cerning the fucceflion after the demife of
her Majefty 3 by which regulation fhe
named for her fucceflor an infant of two
months old, John, fon of Prince Antho-
ny Ulric and of the moft ferene Princefs
Anne of Mecklemburgh, who could not,
either by virtue of his defcent, nor by a-
ny other right, pretend to the Imperial
Crown of the Ruflias, though the title of
Grand Duke was given him in the {ame
regulation.
¢« Neither was the faid Count afhamed to
infert in it, to our greater prejudice and
mortification, in order to deprive us o-
penly of our right of fucceflion, that, af-
ter the death of the faid Prince John, his
‘¢ brother
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brother fhould fucceed him, and after him

. the other Princes born of the marriage of

Prince Anthony of Brunfwick-Luneburgh
and the Princefs Anne of Mecklemburgh,
who have themfelves no manner of right
to this Empxrc.
““ By virtue ot this regulation, which her
late Majefty did not fign till the sth of
Oﬂobel, when fhe was at the laft extre-
mity, the Prince John was declared, on
the t7th of October (after the death of
the Emprefs) Emperor of all the Ruffias,
through the procurement of Count Oﬁer-
man and the late Field-marfhal Count Mui-
nich ; and at that time our guards, as well
as our other troops, were under the com -
mand of the faid Count, and of the Prince
Anthony Ulric of Brunfwick-Luneburgh,
father of Prince John; and, all the milita-
ry force being in thieir hands, all our faith-
ful and well intentioned fubjects were, in
that extreme oppreflion, obliged to take the
oath of fidelity to Prince John as their
Emperor.
“ At the {ame time, they were obliged to
take another oath of fidelity concerning
the regency, during the minority, which
regtilation had been prefented by Count
Ofterman alone to her Majefty to be fign*
ed the 6th of October.
“ In confequence of thefe two regulati-
ons, Prince Anthony Ulric and lns con-
ki i {ort,
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fort, flattering themfelves that they fhould
be able to preferve for their fon the Impe-
rial crown of the Ruflias, fubfcribed them-
{elves the oath of fidelity : But foon after,
affifted by the Counts Ofterman, Muinich,
and Michael Golofkin, they flighted their
oaths, and alted openly contrary to what
had been regulated concerning the regen-
cy of our Empire, which they took into
their own hands, under the name of the
Princefs Anne of Mecklemburgh, who was
not afhamed to aflume to herfelf the title
of Grand Duchefs of all the Ruffias, which
could in noways belong to her. Thence
came the great diforders which have hap-
pened in our kingdoms; thence the infi-
nite vexations and oppretlions of our faith-
ful fubjeéts. Neverthelefs the faid Counts
Ofterman and Golofkin, in concert with
the Prince Anthony Ulric and his confort,
yet farther to increafe the load of inju-
ftice, and to the evident danger of our
own perfon, made a certain regulation, by
which we (hould be intirely excluded from
a fucceffion which belongs to us by the law$
of all nations, and by the blood from
which we-are {fprung. It is by this regu-
lation that they had pretended to fettle on
the throne of the Ruflias the Princefs Anné;
in declaring her Empref(s, even in the life-
time of her fon Prince John.

¢« For
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“ For thefe reafons, having taken to heart
the faid eftate of our Empire under this
infant, who is but fourteen months old ;
and being moreover convinced, by {o ma-
ny misfortunes as our faithful fubjects
have hitherto fuffered, that they had no-
thing to expect, during the faid regen-
¢y, but troubles and diforders of all
kinds, whether within or without the Em-
pire ; confidering, laftly, the imminent
danger to which our own perfon was ex-
pofed, we refolved, with God’s affiftance,
at the moft humble requeft of all our faith-
ful fubjeéts, and particularly of our guards,
to afcend our paternal throne the 25th of
this month. And although the Princefs
Anne, as well as her own fon the Prince
John,and her daughter the Princefs Katha-
rine, cannot, as has been fufficiently proved
above,in any manner pretend to the {uc-
ceflion of the throne of the Ruffias; ne-
verthelefs, in confideration of the alliance,
on the mother’s fide, between the Princefs
Anne, Prince Anthony Ulric, and the late
Emperor Peter II. and to give the faid
Prince and Princefs a mark of our Impe-
rial grace, we have given orders to have
them all conduéted into their own coun-
try, with the honours that are due to them,
gencroufly forgetting on our fide all the
fteps that they have taken to our preju-

" dice,”

Such



36 VOYAGES awp

Such was the manifefto iflued into the
world at that time, and {uch was the account
of the Empre(s Elifabeth’s mounting the
throne of Rullia; but I have all the reafon in
the world to believe what 1 have formerly re-
lated, particularly concerning the revolution,
to be the truth. That the Emprefs Elifabeth
might have had a few friends who confulted
with her, I am in no condition to difpute ;
but that they were fo numerous, and that the
night preceding her invafion of the palace,
fhe had had fo great a levee of principal of-
ficers, is abfolutely falfe, as it would not have
failed to have alarmed the Princefs Anne.
The Princefs Elifabeth’s greateft counfellor
in this affair was the Marquis Chetardie; and
though he pretended to efpoufe the caufe of
the Princefs, yet it is no fegrer, that all he
intended and hoped for, was to caufe great
confufion in St Peterfburgh, and probably
the deltruction of every branch of the royal
family ; that, by fuch bafe means, the Swe-
difh generals might have an opportunity, in
the height of confufion, to make an ealy con-

uefl, not only of St Pelerfburgh but ofa
great part of the conquered provinces. Of
this very many of the knowing Ruflians were
certain, and did not {cruple to {peak among
their friends freely about it, and exprefled
no fmall furprize that the Empre(s Elifabeth
d'd not only permit him to remain at her
Court, but loaded bim with much henour,

many
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many prefents, and laftly with a very coftly
order of S. Andrew, enriched with much
gold and many large diamonds of the beft
Water, What mighc have happcncd between
the Princefs Elifabeth and the Prince Hefle
Homburgh, I do not in the leaft pretend to
knOW; but it is extremely certain, that fhe
took great notice of him the day after the
was declared Emprefs. I cannot however
Pals by raking notice of the figure he was

nown to make, the very day fhe mounted
the throne, in the ftreers of St Peterfburgh,
haranguing the foldiers of the guards, when
he exulted much at the misfortunes of the
unfortunate royal family and their adherents.
How far this was acting like a Prince, and
how far fuch aflions became a man of ho-
nour, let the world judge, 1 ever wifhed,
that every blefling which heaven beftows on
mortals, might be poured down on the Prin-
cefs Elifabeth ; but at the fame time, I can-
not help declaring, that I truly felt very fen-
{ibly for the diftrefs of the royal family, and
when [ was well informed of the unprincely
behaviour of the Prince Hefle Homburgh, it
filled me with indignation, and I held him in
contempt ineffable.

CHAP.
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C HAP. =V

The Author’s Return from St Petersburgh to A-
Sftrachan.

rFHE Britith caravan having f{et out the
latter end of December, I left this ci-

ty the day after them, accompanied with my
wife, two fervants, two mates, and four flu-
dents of furgery. We very foon overtook
the caravan, and kept company with them
till we arrived in Mofcow, on the 2d day of
January 1742, without any thing remarkable
happening on the way. The day following
I went to my countrymen, and acquainted
them that I was forry I could not leave that
city fooner than eight or ten days, becaufe
the beautiful Princefs Katharine Golitzin was
il of the fmall pox ; and as that noble fami-
ly had earneftly defired my waiting fo long,
till the was free of danger, I could by no
means deny their requeft.  They {eemed in-
different, as they thought there would be no
great need of me ; which I remarked, and
was determined to trouble myfelf no farther
about them; wherefore I remained till the
young Lady was out of all danger, nor had
the malignant pox made any pits, or left any
marks on her beauteous face, and lovely fea-
tures. That good family recompenfed my
trouble
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trouble beyond my defire or expeétation ;
and over and above this, the young Princef(s
Made a prefent of a very handfome filver
fhuff box, well lined with ducats, to my
young wife, which will be kept as long as we
live, Before I left Mofcow, the Princefs en-
8aged me to go five miles into the country
to dine with her fifters: They were two old
maiden ladies, who lived in a beautiful vil-
lage, belonging to the noble family of Na-
tilhkin,  After dinner we ftaid too late to
Teturn to Mofcow, and therefore we deter-
mined to proceed early in the morning. We
pafled the evening very agreeably, and were
entertained with vocal and inftrumental mu-
fic, in which the ladies delighted much.

Next morning we returned to Mofcow,
and after breakfaft, every thing being ready,
we departed from that noble family, and
proceeded with the utmoft expedition night
and day till we reached Tamboff, five hun-
dred miles from Mofcow. We had, T fup-
pofe, in the night time pafled the Britifh
caravan ; for we never heard any thing of
them.

We went through the city Columna,
buile on the north fide, and diftant about
four verfts from the river Ocka. This city
1s large, well fortified with brick walls and
baftions, It is not a regular fortification, and
15 diftant about one hundred and eighty
verlts S, E, from Mofcow. We crofled the

Ocka
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Ocka upot ice, and proceeded to the city
of Pereflave Bezanskoi upon the river Ocka,
about fifty verits diftant from Columna :
Then we arrived at Rezan the metropolis of
the dutchy of that name, ficuated alfo on
the banks of the Ocka feventy verfts diftant
from the Pereflave, which is fubordinated
to Rezan. It is faid that the duatchy of Re-
zan is inferior to none in Ruffia in richnef(s
of foil; and, as I have had occafion to tra-
vel that country in the fummer time, I
have reafon to believe it, and think there
are few countries, which produce more plen-
tiful crops of all forts of grain, and vaft
quantities of honey. Many wild bealts in-
habit this country, and the inhabitants are
not only very numerous, but very rich. It
is full of fine villages. From Rezan, we
proceeded through many large ones till we
arrived at Debroi about forty verfls from
Tamboff. It was a market day, and hap-
pening to fee two horfes which 1 conceited,
I bought them : The one was a large beau-
tiful Perfian horfe of a bay colour, the o-
ther was a Ruffian horfe which paced natu-
rally ; I bought them for a very fmall price,
and that day proceeded on my journey
twenty verfts farther, to a village fituated
on the fide of a defart one hundred and
eighty miles over : Before I had driven five
verfts my beautiful Perfian turned lame,
which prevented my procceding farther

than
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than the village: A farrier promifed to re-
Cover him that night, but failed in his pro-
'Mife, and next day a very great fall of
{how kept me till the afternoon.. I was
ﬂ1ﬁpping into my fledge, when an exprefs
arrived, and putting a letter into my hand,
faid that the Englith gentlemen were in
Tamboff, and he had reafon to think,
that they had difpatched him from Debori
by poft horfes to overtake me if poffible, and
beg that I would wait their arrival, which
Wwould be as foon as poflible for their horfes
to proceed. The letter from Mr Grzme was
to the fame effect ; he faid that they had
met with very much trouble on the road
~from the Voivodes, or petty governore, and
their writers, ever finding objections to their
pealants not anfwering exactly the deferip-
tions given of them in their pafiports, and
that they never could get free without pre-
{ents of wine, tea, or fugar, and, not {eldom,
money. This the gentlemen confirmed to
me at their arrival, which was that very
night about ten of the clock ; their horfes
cing extremely fatigued, we determined to
reft all night, and fet out into the de-
fart at break of day.

After a few refle@ions, we were all in
good fpirits ; nor did I ever part with them
tll we arrived . in Tzaritzin, except in one
town where they could have no need of
Mec. I could not help telling them that I

F had
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had obferved in Mofcow a refervednefs and
indifference whether I went with them or
not, which behaviour I would not have for-
given in any but my countrymen, the more
fo, fince I was well aflured that they were
not all of a like mind. Meflts Grzme and
Brown acknowledged that my remarks were
not ill-grounded, but affured me that they
never gave encouragement to fuch unde-
ferved treatment, for I was neither burden-
fome nor troublefome to them, and I was
determined never thould. But Mr Grzme,
not ill pleafed, faid that they had paid for
their indifference very defervedly.

Thus this affair ended, and next morn-
ing we entered the delart, where nothing
was to be feen but clouds, fhow, and a few
pitiful pofthoufes diftant one from the other
twelve or fourteen verfts. We arrived in
Chopra Crepuft, or Caftle, early in the
afternoon on the fourth day after we fet out
from the laft village, and now the merchants
had occafion to fee that T had a great deal of
trouble to get their people free paflage from
this place.  The cuftomhoufe officer was
drunk, nor would he act honeflly, or hear
realon, but faid that he was determined to
ftop the caravan, which confifted of about
one hundred ‘hgrfes. Sceing this, I got @
copy of the treaty of commerce agreed up”
on between the Courts of London and 5t
Peterfburgh, and went flraight into the

caftle
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caftle to demand juftice. I happened to be

drefled in a frock for travelling and a furred

<ap, having no mark of belonging cither to

the fleet or army, and the governor, who was

a captain, fcarcely would Vouchfafe to {peak,

to me, taking me for a merchant. I plyed
him with good words long, and could ealily
difcover that there was a very good under-
ftanding between him and the cuffomhoufe
officer ; When I had found out this, I did
not fail to difgover that I had the honour to

fEfrVe her Impérial Majefty : That I was de-
fired by Count Golovine to proceed in com-
pany with this caravan ; and laftly, that if
they fhould meet with any groundlefs hin-
derance on the road, I fhould inftantly fend
off an exprefs to him with an account of it,
which would not fail to meet with immedi-
ate redrefs. Ithen defired him to read fome
paragraphs of the treaty of commerce, in
one of which it was agreed by the Emprefs,
‘that, if Britifh merchants trading or travel-
ling through Ruflia, fhould be ftopped upon
any. unreafonable pretence, that the per-
fons who did {fo fhould be obliged, if I mif-
take not, to pay to the merchant two ducats
of gold for every hour they were ftopped. 1
then defired him to reflet upon the confe-
quences, that he was an old gentleman,
who had now an honourable poft, that he
certainly, which I fhould be forry for, would
meet with fevere punifhment, and fcrupled
not
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not to chide him for joining with a ftupid
drunken knave to diftrefs the inoffenfive
ftranger. Laftly, I faid that I had fome
trufty men with me who would not fail to
make quick difpatch, and that neither the
merchants nor I would go from this place
till juftice was done us. The governor be-
thought himfelf : The cuftomhoufe officer
was {ent for, threatened, and beaten before
he could be brought to reafon ; and the old
governor was {o well pleafed that I had
brought him to a fenfe of his duty, that he
went into the town, and fupped with the
merchants, who did not fail to make him fo
very drunk that he was carried into the
caftle by his foldiers. Next morning we had
a meflage from the governor, entreating that
we would breakfaft with him: When we
arrived at his houfe, a large table was co-
vered, and as much provifion ready dreffed
as would have been fufficient for forty men.
I excufed myfelf as I was obliged to wait up-
on Major General Butturlin : At my return
however, I found my countrymen very
merry, and the old governor almoft drunk.
We then proceeded on our journey to
Mikaclova : When we were going to dine,
one of my fervants told me that the gover-
nor of Chopra had loaded my carriages with
provifions, fuch as hens, ducks, geefe, tur-
keys, enough to ferve us for eight days; that
he had alfo fent a {mall barrel of mead, oan:‘
0
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of ale, and one of corn brandy, the laft of
Which I gave amongft the fervants. From
this place we marched on without any hin-
trance, except that in a defart we faw at
ome diftance twenty or thirty Kalmucks on
horfeback. The merchants had twelve fol-
iers, and I and my people were eight men
well armed. The merchants and their fol-
diers divided one half to each end, and I
€pt the center ; fo that had the Kalmucks,
Made an attack, we would prefently have:
Ormed a hollow fquare : But the Kalmucks
aving obferved fo many well armed men,
thought proper to let us pafs on unmolefted ;
after this day however, we left the defart,
and, though the road was longer, we tra-
velled upon the river Don amongft villages,
which have been defcribed formerly. As
the merchants were quite fafe among the
Coffacks, and my wife was fickly, being
with child, I ufed to drive before them, but
always met at dinner time, and at night, till
we arrived on the weft end of the famous
line which crofltth the country betwixt the
Don and Volga. I then fet out for Donfka-
Ja, and took my leave of my countrymen,
Propofing to wait for them at Tzaritzin; be-
caule they ran no rifk of being ftopped, or
of any danger upon that line. 1T arrived at
onfkaja about midnight, and fent to the
magiftrates, who were in bed, for horfes to
Zaritzin,  They returned for anfwer thar T

had
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had no right to demand horfes there, and

advifed me to go toa town at fome diftance
which was in the road. The horfes which

had brought me there were difcharged,
and I knew not what to do. In fuch cafes,
I never thought it any crime to ufe a little
policy. I was certain that I had no right
to force them, even fuppofing that I had
ftrength, which I had not, and the Coflacks
are a very obftinate people if you threaten
them, when they know that you have no
right : But I oblerved formerly that they u-
niverfally bear no good will either to the
army or fleet, and this animofity is recipro-
cal ; wherefore when a ftrong body of men
is upon a march, they feldom care to dif
pute with them. They having feen my
paflport, and by it, having been informed
that I belonged to the admiralty at Afira-
chan, I gave them to know that as I had
difinifled my horfes I could not proceed that
night at leaft, but if they ferupled to find
me horfes they would find it more difficult
to provide for a great number of men next
morning, and probably would not relifh
{uch a meeting, when they fhould be inform-
ed that I was ftopped on the road by their
frivolous objections : This meflage bad the
defired effet, and they inftantly came to
me, were very obliging, and wanted much
to know their number. I anfwered them

conftantly in general, and they never doubt-
cd
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ed that they were all either foldiers or fail-
ors belonging. to Aftrachan admiralty. In
confequence of this, I had my horfes with-
out further trouble : And as I told them that
I could not drive faft or far at a time, on ac-
count of my wife’s ficknefs, they gave me
as good horfes as were to be had in the
place. The lower clafles of mankind, who
never have had any opportunity of ftudying,
or feldom, pradifing morality and humani-
ty, are very hard to be perfuaded to do a
good aflion to any man who belongs to a
clafs of men for whom they have any natu-
ral averfion, unlefs forced by fear. The Col-
facks, as has already been faid, bear an ill-will
to the army and fleet, and probably they
have caufe for fo doing; wherefore they
will not do an obliging thing to any perfon
belonging to either, unlefs they may have
reafon to fufpect that they may be forced to
do it, and punifhed for making any delay.
This they were afraid of, and therefore
granted my requeft as {oon as they could,
and, to be certain of my friendthip, treated
me abundantly. I have, it is true, alone,
travelled through this country without mect-
Ing with any hardfhip or being put to any
€xpence for myfelf, fervants, and horfes :
1)Elt this was owin g to my profeflion, for their
villages are all very large ; they have few
People profefling any branch of ‘medicine
and furgery ; théy therefore very reafonably

conclude,
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conclude, that men regularly bred, and who
have daily experience of a variety of dif-
eafes, fuch as thole in the Imperial fervice,
are the only people to whom they ought to
apply for advice. They fcldom offer, un-
lefs remarkably rich, to pay a fee; and
to offer a trifle, would probably be taken as
an affront: Therefore, their country abound-
ing in all kinds of provifion for man and
bealt, they {end their acknowledgments of
this kind, in fuch plenty, that I was ever
obliged to caufe return the greateft part of
them.

The Ukraine is a moft delightful, pleafant
country, and the people though warlike,
and confequently not eafily driven out of
their own way, are very humane, and moft
obliging to ftrangers, fuch as merchants,
who they are certain dare not prefume to
hurt them. All Chriftian flrangers from
whatever country are looked upon as bre-
thren, and enjoy without any trouble or
form, all the emoluments of a Coflack. And
though they are under the government of
Ruffia, that court knows its own intereft too
well to burden them too much, and there-
fore lets them live under the government of
their own laws, providing only they do not
clath with the intereft of the Ruffian Empire.
Next day at night I arrived in all fafety in
Tzaritzin, and there waited for my coun-
trymen. [ was very well acquainted wi]th

the
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the commandant, Mr Cultzoff was his name,
and he was a brigadier. To him I recom-
mended them, and got aflurance that he
would do them all the fervice which was in
his power : I met there alto Lieutenant Co-
lonel Kifhinfkee of the Aftrachan garrifon :
He had been {ent there to tranfact {fome fe-
cret commiilion which was finifhed, and he
Was ready to return to Aftrachan, but, that
he might travel down the river with greater
fafety, waited till the Britith caravan arrived.
At their arrival, I was told that they refol-
ved to difcharge their horfes at Tzaritzin,and
wait ill open water, when they could tran{-
port their goods in barks, at which T was
Not {orry, though they had kept me wait-
ing two days for them. They were much
pleafed however that I had recommended

them effectually to Mr Cultzoff’s protec-
tion.

I think it was in this city I afked them,
How they came to know that I had pafled
them on the road betwixt Mofecow and Tam-
boff ¢ Their anfwer was, That it is well
known that neceflity is the mother of inven-
tion ; they had been fo very much encum-
bered by Voivodes and cuftomhoufe officers,
out of whofe clutches they could by no means
get,” without great lofs of time, and confi-
derable expence in treating, and prefents.
They therefore withed that 1 had been with
them, and feared that I had paffed them on

: G the
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the road, at no great diftance from Tamboffs
They pafled no village without afking after
me. At Debroy, where they halted, they had
notice that one of my profeflion, a foreigner
of a fmall fize, with a young fick wife, and
eight attendants, had ftopped a fhort time
there, and fhot many of their pigeons. From
the defcription given of me, they made no
doubt that T was the perfon defcribed, and
therefore fent off by poft ; but, if I had not
bought thefe lame horfes, they could fcarce-
ly have overtaken me, till I was within a

finall diftance of Tzaritzin.
Lieutenant-colonel Kifhinfkee, efcorted by
eight good foldiers, and I by feven brifk
young men, all well armed, fet out from
‘Tzaritzin, and arrived in all fafety in Tchor~
nayar, in two days, being one hundred and
eighty verfts diftance. 'We dined with the
commandant, where we were defired to ftay
a {hort time, becaufe they were affured that
a body of twenty or thirty Kalmucks were
feen in the defart lately, and that their ap-
pearance, at that time of the year, in thefe
parts, portended no good defign: However,
the colonel and I agreed to proceed: Having
got frefh horfes, we thought we could be in no
imminent danger; for the Kalmucks have not
much iron, and the Ruflians take very great
care that they fhallget none from them ; con-
fequently they never fhoe their horfes, which
renders them unfit to ride faft upon ice ;
whereas
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whereas the Ruffian horfes are always very
well fhod, fo that they go as firmly, or ra-
ther better, upon ice than on the ground.
The commandant’s report however was true;
for, when we were diftant but about fifteen
verfts from Tchornayar, we difcovered a bo-
dy of horfemen upon the banks of the river,
though we could not number them, being
ever in motion, but fuppofed they might be
about twenty or twenty-five men. They
were very well mounted : We were in readi-
nefs to receive them, but thought it proper
to keep near the eaft fide of the river at a di-
ftance from them. They fcampered down
the river, keeping equal pace with us, till a
great thicket of brufh-wood obliged them to
ride off. :

We kept our courfe ; and, as the firongeft
fitheries on the river were well known to the
colonel, he determined to go at leaft thirty
verfts from Tchornayar before we halted.
Thefe fifheries are no otherways ftrong than
by the number of men inhabiting them, who
are always well armed, and live on iflands in
large zemlenkes built under ground ; as they
have been defcribed in the firft volume, I
fhall fay no more of them here. We halted
a confiderable time, keeping a good look-out,
and then departed, and met with nothing un-
common till we arrived in Aftrachan. At the
diftance of about twenty verfts from it, our
horfes being much fatigued, we were obliged

te
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to halt, and on the banks of the river roaft-
ed fmall bits of mutton for our dinner in the
open field, under red gravelly cliffs, The
colonel told me, that, fince my departure
from Aftrachan, a few merchants travelling
this way halted for refrefhment at that place,
and, when they were taking their dinner,
part of the cliff fell down, and with it, an
earthen jar full of old Tartar coin, fome of
which he had feen, both gold and filver. At
about four verfls diftance from Aftrachan my
hor{es were {o tired, that without fome re-
frefhment they could proceed no further. I
acquainted the Colonel of it, who faid that he
would proceed, but was fo kind as to invite
me to his houfe, telling me, that a good warm
fupper fhould be got ready by the time of my
arrival. I was glad enough to arrive at the
Colonel’s houfe, becaufe it was too late to
procure any good lodging for the night.
There | met with a polite reception, and
next morning I faw my fea-officers, and got
proper lodgings till my houfe fhould be fi-
nifhed, which was building, with a fine new
bofpital. But, fince my departure, Aftras
chan appeared to me quite different from
what it had formerly done.

CHAP,
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CHAP VL

Concerning what bappencd remarkable in the year
1742 at Aflrachan, and in the Neighboyr-
hood, i

STRACHAN, I fay, did not appear the

. fame as formerly to me. We had now
4 ew Governor, Vice-governor, and Com-
Mandant, neither of whom I knew, in place
of one of the beft men, I believe, the world
¢ver produced. We had one now whofe mo-
ral charaéter was not {o very agreeableto good
men. From what follows, fome part of it will
~ be pretty well known. ' After having been
received into the fleet, I thought it my duty
to pay my reipects to our new Goyernor,and
the other two new gentlemen juft now na-

med, though I was not under their dire(tion,
as the fleet at this tiine was quite independent
of the Governor. ~When I went to the Go-
vernor’s palace, the captain of the guards
told me, that the tables were turned ; that,
in place of feeing a man endued with equity
and goodnefs, 1 was going to fee a tyrant,
and one in every refpect the reverfe of good
Prince Golitzin. I anfwered, that I imagi-
ged it was my duty to pay, at my firft ap-
Pearance in the city, my relpects to our Go-
vernor 5 that I wanted nothing from him,

and
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and that I hoped he never fhould have it in
his power to opprefs me, nor do me any
harm. I went into the well known hall, and
paid my refpects to an old, tall meagre man,
by the title of Excellence. He was playing
at chefs with the Commandant, and took ve-
ry lictle notice of me. After one game was
done, he rofe, came to the window where I
ftood, and looked out over my head, but ne-
ver-fpoke one word. I could not get from
the window, without endangering the over-
fetting of hiin.  As he was returning to his
place, I went out of the room, not ill pleafed
that I had feen the man of whom I had
heard fo many ridiculous odd ftories; but
was determined to pay him no more vifits,
without invitation. I next went to our Vice-
governor, Prince Michael Baretinfke: He was
a brigadier, and of an antient noble family,
an old man, of an exceeding good character.
He received me in a very genteel hofpitable
manner, told me that he had frequently
heard of me, and that he was glad that I
had returned to Aftrachan; becaufe, he faid,
that he had intended to employ me in his fa-
mily when needful. He introduced me to
his Lady, who was young, and very agree-
able. He kept me very late, and amongft
other things faid, that Vafilic Nekititch Ta-
tithoff was a very fingular man, and that his
not taking notice of me was his common
way of receiving ftrangers, efpecially his in-

feriors 3
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feriors; and that ke but feldom paid due re-
{pect even to his fuperiors.

Having now got my hofpital built, and in
good order, I followed my bufinefs clofely
without troubling myfelf about any thing elfe
- for about fix weeks, when there was received
in Aftrachan, a manifefto in relation to the
following great {tate-prifoners, figned on the
22d January 1742.

COPY of the Emprefs Elifabeth’s Manifefto.

“ By the Grace of God, we Elifabeth the
Firft, Emprefs and Sovereign of all Ruf=
fia, ¢»c. make known by thefe prefents.

“ It is already fufficiently known to eve-
ry one, by our manifelto of the 28th of
November 1741, how, by the wicked and
ill-defigning intrigues of the late High Ad-
miral and Minifter of the Cabinet, Count
Andrew Ofterman, carried on againft us,
in defpite of his better knowledge and his
own confcience, we were, upon the de-
ceafe of the Emperor Peter II. of glorious
memory, deprived of our paternal here-
ditary throne of all Ruflia, which already
at that time belonged to us as lawful heir-
efs without exception, by virtue of the laft
will eftablithed by her Imperial Majefty,
our dear mother, the great Lady and Em-
prefs Katharine Alexiewna, now refting
with God : As alfo, how, by wiles, offen-
** five to God, and prejudicial to our Em-
$¢ pire,
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pire; he C. Ofterman, jointly with the late
Field-marthal Count Muinich, and fome
others their affociates, at the deceate of her
Majelty the Emprefs Anna Joannovna of
moit blefled memory, when her Maiefty
was already in the urmoft weaknefs on her
death-bed, again excluded us from our pa-
ternal hereditary throne, by the means of
an ordinance and fettlement of fuccetlion,
drawn up by him Ofterman, naming and
appointing for his heirs and fucceflors,
Prince John, born of the Serene Princefs
Anne ot Mecklemburgh and of Prince An-
thony Ulric of Branfwick-Luneburgh, tho’
he had not the lealt pretenfion nor birth-
right whatfoever, and befides, was but an
infant of two months of age ; and after
him his brothers that fhould be born of
the faid Princefs Anne. At the fame
time, they not only conveyed the admini-
ftration into foreign hands, to the greateft
diforder in our Empire, and to the ut-
moft oppreflion and ruin of all our faith-
ful fubjects ; but even afterwards, Count
Ofterman, and with him the late Vice-
chancellor Count Golofkin, and the reft
of their accomplices, to our infupportable
grievance, and to the manifeft danger of
our own perfon, drew up a particular re-
gulation of the hereditary fucceffion, in
order to exclude ws intirely and for ever
from the pofiefiion of the Imperial throm;
' o
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of Ruffia, belonging to us by our lawful
hereditary right, as well as by the law of
all the world: By which forefaid regula-
tion, they audacioufly attempted, not only
to declare all the females delcended from
Princefs Anne capable of fucceeding to the
throne, but alfo to appoint the Princefs
herfelf to be Emprefs of all the Ruffias :
All which wicked attempts and impious
defigns of Ofterman, Muinich, and Golof-
kin, are fet forth more at large in our ma-
nifefto of the 28th November laft year.
*“ In this lamentable and dangerous fitu-
ation, we were at laft inevitably neceflita-
ted, by the afliftance of Almighty God, at
the moft humble requeft of all our faithful
fubjects, but efpecially of the regiments
of our guards, to mount our hereditary
paternal throne, and immediately to take
into cuftody the fhamelefs difturbers of
the public tranquillity, viz. the faid Ofter-
man, Muinich and Golofkin, as traitors
to the Empire, and malefators, together
with their adherents and accomplices, the
late High Steward of the houfehold Levold,
the Prefident of the College of Commerce,
Baron Mengden, the actual Counfellor of
State Temeraizoff, and the reft who are
concerned with them. But in order that
every thing relating to their audacious
conduét, odious to the Almighty, and their
defigns pernicious to our Empire, might'be
H ¢ bronght
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brought to light, and made known in eve-
ry circumitance,and in order to reftore the
public general tranquillity and content: As
allo, fuch a love and peaceablenefs among
the people as might pleafe the Almighty,
we did appoint a particular commiffion of
enquiry, before which the faid Ofterman,
Muinich, and Golofkin, with the reft of
their accomplices, fhould be examined
concerning their grievous offences againft
the State, as alfo other crimes committed
contrary to their oaths and duty, tending
to the open ruin of the Empire, and the
difturbance of the public tranquillity. The
main refult of which enquiry was found to
be as follows :

¢ The late Admiral Andrew Ofterman
did not only knowingly and willingly,
contrary to his oath and duty, confe-
quently in the moft flagrant manner, fup-
prefs and leave unexecuted the laft will
made by her Imperial Majefty, our deareft
mother, the Emprefs Katharina Alexevna,
now refting with God, and by him, as
well as others, fubferibed and confirmed
by folemn oath ; by which we were aétu-
ally, and in exprefs terms, called to the
{ucceflion of the Imperial throne of Ruffia
in proper time; but alfo, after the deceafe
of his Imperial Majefty Peter II. at the e-
lection, by which the Emprefs Anna Joan-
novna was placed on the throne of Ruflia,
as alfo at various changes which happcn(-l'

e
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ed afterwards, efpecially when the Em-
prefs Anna Joannovna made a new ordi-
nance concerning the fucceffion, and pub-
lithed her laft will on the 5th of O&tober
in the year 1740 (which he alone had
drawn up in his own houfe) he not only
made no mention of the above faid laft-
will, nor any reprefentations concerning
it; but did defignedly conceal and fup-
prefs it, endeavouring, by various falle
fuppofitions, to render it abfolutely inef-
fectual, and totally to annul it. Nay, e-
ven fuch were his abominable defigns,
that, by divers fchemes fet down in wri-
ting, which, after his arreft, were found a-
mong other papers in his own houle, and
which he had fome time before, without
regard to God, to his oath, and to his du-
tys drawn up in his own hand-writing,
he intended to keep us intirely from the
Ruffian throne, as well as our nephew his
Royal Highnefs the Duke of Holftein,
grandfon to his Imperial Majelty, our
deareft father, Peter the Great, juft as if
neither we nor his Royal Highnets had a-
ny right or pretenfion to the Ruflian
throne. But, in order to remove all ob-
ftacles he might apprehend from our fide,
he devifed a project to marry us to fome
poor prince out of this country, from
whom there might be never any caufe of
apprehenfion.  The queftion being put to

¢ him
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him as to thefe defigns, by him fo wick-
edly and unanfwerably devifed and drawn
up by his own hand, he did indeed own
himfelf, he had done all this contrary to
his better knowledge and his own confci-
ence, and though abfolutely convinced,
that, purfuant to the faid laft will and dif=
pofition of our dear mother the Emprefs
Katharina Alexevna, we had the moft in-
difputable right to the fucceffion of the
throne, yet he falfely pretended at the fame
time, that he did this out of mere compli-
ance to the late Emprefs Anna Joannovna,
in order to be freed of the fufpicion, which,
as he fallely pretended, he lay under with
her Imperial Majefty, on account of ha-
ving prepared the above faid laft-will. He,
Ofterman, in particular has dared, to the
greater infringement of the public laws of
the Empire, and to the difturbance of the
domeftic tranqnillity, to draw upin hisown
hand-writing, and to {uggeft divers {chemes
how the fucceflion to the Ruflian throne
might be extended alfo to the ‘Princefles
delcending from Princefs Anne of Meck-
lemburgh, in which he has had the bold-
nefs to alledge, that in the ordinance a-
bout the fucceflion publithed by her Ma-
jefty Anna Joannovna, the Princefles de-
{cending from Princels Anne were indeed
not exprefsly mentioned, yet neither were

¢ they excluded; juft as if this affair was in

jufelf
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itfelf of no great importance, but only this
to be taken into confideration, how to
proceed in it, and in what manner the
{ucceflion, to prevent all manner of difor-
ders on future emergencies, might be
brought and fettled in exprefs terms on
the fifters of Prince John: When the reft
of the minifters thereupon objected; that
fuch an affair ought firft, above all things,
o be deliberated upon, particularly, be-
Caufe, purfuant to the laft-will, the late
regent, jointly with the cabinet-council,
the {ynod, the fenate, and the general of-
ficers, were to chufe a fucceflor : That af-
terwards it was to be confidered what rea-
fons might be pretended for it ; and when
moreover, they begged fufficient time well
to examine an affair of fo great weight,
Ofterman returned this profligate anfwer,
That the fame ordinance about the fuc-
ceffion did not at all run counter to the
laft-will: That if only the reft of the mi-
nifters. would join in their votes, there
would be eafily found fuch reafons, as
might be laid before the world ; and that
there remained nothing ¢lie to be done,
than to take the bufinefs itelf in hand.
Thereupon he laid before Princefs Anne
his opinion, written likeways with his own
hand, reprefenting, that the regulating of
the fucceflion always depended on the will

'~ of the Sovereign ; and that the Princefs

“ Anue,
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‘¢ Anne, in the Emperor’s name, might act |
¢¢ in the adminiftration of the Empire with | ,
¢ the fame unlimited power and authority
¢ as belonged to any reigning Emperor :
*¢ That therefore, after the example of the
‘¢ fucceflion’s having been fettled upon Pr.
¢¢ John and his brother, it might alfo in his
¢¢ name be fecured to his fifters defcending
¢« from' Princefs Anne, by oaths figned by
«¢ the ftates fpiritual and temporal, aceord-
« ing to the cuftom of this country; and
¢t thus this defign might at once, without
¢ Jofs of time, be brought to its execution
«¢ and perfection. To which he added, that
«¢ if this affair was not taken in hand una-
¢ nimoufly, and without any private views,
¢«¢ or if perhaps every one would follow his
«« ownhead,it was eafy to conceive,that rather
¢« than delay prompt execution cught to be
«« expected. In divers converfations with
«¢ Levold and Mengden, Ofterman did not
<¢ fcruple to tell the latter, that if the affair
«¢ was managed with good order, Princel5
¢ Anne might be Emprefs herfelf, with chis
«« profligate expreflion, That (he might in €
<t quity pretend to the fucceffion as well as
«¢ her children, though it is known to the
¢ whole world, that thefe latter never had
«¢ nor can have a fucceflion to the throne Of
< Ruffia. To Levold he opened himfelf,
<¢ that one could not know. how things
«¢ might turn out, and it might be that th¢
¢« Princefs
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Princefs herfelf might feize on the fuc
ceffion before all her daughters ; to
which he added, that the affair muit be
done, either by force, viz. by letters pa-
tent, or by bringing things about fo, that
the people themfelves fhould demand it.
The queftion being put to Ofterman, con-
cerning thefe projects and devices, he did
own, that all this had been written and
Propofed by him, out of a well meaning
view and officioufnefs for Princefs Anne,
to the end that if there were even no
Princes born by her in being, yet fhe
might not meet with any obftacle from us,
as the only lawful heir : Furthermore, that,
contrary to the laft-will above-mentioned,
in purfuance of which he had obliged him-
{elf by oath, to caufe the fucceflion to the
Ruffian throne, which, upon the deceale
of his Imperial Majefty Peter II. lawfully
belonged to us, he not only worked againft
us when the cafe exifted, but even, in
further defiance of his oath, acted againft
us upon the deceafe of her Imperial Ma-
jefty Anna Joannovna ; as allo after the
depofition of the regent, only to gain Prin-
cefs Anne’s favour and obligation; and
thus preferring his own private advanta-
ges to the public happine(s of the Empire,
fetting afide his own confcience, and abfo-
lutely forgetting the dreadful judgments
of Almighty God, he endeavoured, in the

¢« moft



64 VOYAGES awnp

114
6
X [ 13
[ 13
it
L1
fc
ec
L1
(X1
€c
e
€
L 11
ce
cc
(11
€<
¢
(41
(11
‘¢
(44
19
€
¢
(11
L 11
éc
(11
(11

(4

moft wicked and unjuftifiable manner, by
divers intrigues, to deprive us of our pa-
ternal hereditary right, which we were
born to, and which in juftice belonged to
us by all the laws in the world. Befides
thefe, Ofterman has committed many of-
fences againft our perfon, of which he has
been convicted as to every particular in his
examination. Moreover, many other grie-
vous mifdemeanours, tending to the open
prejudice and ruin of the Empire, have
been proved againft him : He has been
remifs in fufficiently providing, according
to his duty, for the defence of the Empire,
when it was moft neceflary : Henever con-
fulted, as he ought to do, concerning the
weighty affairs of the Empire, with per-
fons of truft, and appointed for it ; but
tranfacted moft of his own head. In va-
rious cafes of great confequence he nei-
ther would call a great council, nor fuffer
one to be called ; though by his office he
ought to have been the firft to make re-
monftrances concerning fuch perfons as
were trufted with many and great expen-
ces of the Empire, yet he never looked to
it, that they fhould give an exact account.
In affairs of fuch importance as concern-
ed the well-fare of all the Empire, he em-
ployed, to the prejudice of all the Ruffian
nation, utter {ftrangers, of whofe circum-
ftances and conduét nobody ever had fuf-

¢ ficient
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ficient knowledge befides himfelf, whilft
native Ruffians in thefe cafes were fet a-
{ide, only the others were admitted to re=
wards, but the Ruffians were abridged to
all profits, nay, rather employed to their
detriment ; his dependents and adherents
he not only employed on all occafions tor
Yewards, but even protected them to fuch
a degree, that he commended their paul-
try fervices equal to the greateft merits of
others, and when they a¢ted wrong, or ne-
gletted any thing to the prejudice of the
Empire,he not only fhifted it,but approved
of them and of their actions; he iffued great
fams of money out of the treafury of the
Empire, and other offices of the revenue,
without confulting other members of the
cabinet-council, but only fent to their
houfes their folutions, drawn up for their
{igning : In important affairs of the Em-
pire, he has often changed his opinions, as
they were to pleale others, but not as his
fworn duty and the interelt of the Empire
required ; he burthened and diftrefled the
Enipire by his exceflive raifing of recruits
of men and horfes ; tlie reports that came
from the commanding admirals concern-
ing the flate of the fleet, he did not {fend
to the board of admiralty, but had them
all brought to his own houfe, nor ever
communicated to the faid board thofe ad-
Vices and papers that formerly had been

s fent
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fent to him ; he helped to procure to the
Field-marthal Muinich an ukaufe, or let-
ters patent, for diipenfing him without
giving any anfwer or account to whom{o-
ever, concerning the command he had o-
ver the works of the canal of Ladoga,
though he Ofterman very well knew that
this was an affair and pretenfion contra-
ry to the common laws, againft which he
ought to have made remonftrances. He
advanced all his relations, without any
fervice or merit; during his miniftry,
when he bad in a manner feized the
whole Empire, he had the impudence to
ruin and to extirpate many antient and
confiderable Ruflian families,to make many
men hated and undervalued by the fe-
veral fovereigns, to caufe many to be fent
away from court, and to caufe unheard
of cruelties and executions to be commit-
ted on high and low, without fparing e-
ven the clergy ; to fow mifunderftandings
and create variance among the Ruffian
fubjefts: Nay, he has carried his audaci-
oufnels fo far as to abrogate many regu-
lations eftablifhed for the public good by
his Majefty our dear father, now refting
with God, the Emperor Peter the Great,
particularly that concerning follicitors at
refpective boards, and thus openly to ex-
pofe and to cenfure the profound pene-
tration and wile difpofition of fo glori-

6é ol’ls
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ous a monarch, not to mention other fuch
mif{demeanors and neglects of the intereft
and welfare of the Empire; more of
which is to be fen at large in the jour-
nals of the trial.
* The principal crimes of the Fie'd-mar-
fhal Muinich are as follows ; During the
various changes that have of late happen-
ed, he necither did obferve nor fupport
the aforefaid laft will left by her Majefty
our dear mother the Emprefs Katharine A-
lexevna, tho’ he, with many others, had
{worn to it and figned it ; on the contrary,
upon the deceale of her Majefty Anna Jo-
annovna, he took particular pains to play
the adminiftration of the Ruffian Empire
into foreign hands, and accordingly con-
tributed moft towards the late Duke of
Courland Biron’s entering upon the re-
gency @ He, Muinich having béen the
firft, and who talked moft with him about
it, inftantly defired it of him, and pref-
{ed him to it. Biron thereupon having,
directly contrary to the intereft of the
Empire, taken upon himfelf the admini-
ftration, by Muinich’s fraudulent intrigues,
was again turned out by the fame Mu-
inich, for this latter’s own private views ;
who, upon Lis going to feize the late re-
gent, knowing the particular and fincere
inclination which the foldiers of the Im-=
perial guards, then upon duty, bad for
us,
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us, ufed this fraudulent fhift, in order
fooner to gain them, falfely to pretend
that we and our nephew were opprefled
by the regent, who therefore was to be
{eized, and that afterwards they might
have for their mafter whomfoever they
pleafed, be it Prince John, or his Royal
Highnefs the Duke of Holitein. This
having been effected, though the faid
Muinich was convinced in his own con-
fcience that we and our nephew the Duke
of Holftein had the moft indifputable right
to the fucceflion to the throne of Rufiia,
yet he never made ufe of the power he
then had in his hands to maintain us in
our rights ; on the contrary, afterwards,
when other changes enfued, but particu-
larly, when Baron Mengden, and his own
fon, the late fteward of the houfehold,
informed him of all the particulars of the
above faid wicked defign, tending to o-
verturn the public tranquillity, which he
himfelf difapproved as impracticable ; he
again, contrary to the duty and oath of a
faithful fervant, did not in the leaft en-
deavour to obftruct it : Nay, even pro-
ceeded to offend us in various ways, hav-
ing fuffered himfelf in a manner, moft
unbecoming his office and dignity, to be
employed as a fecret {py on our own per-
fon and court; as alfo having placed a cer-
tain fubaltern in our palace, on pretence of
¢ being
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being appointed to have the infpection of
the buildings ; and having furnifhed him
with horfes and carriages to follow us eve-
ry where, and to inform him of all our
actions and fteps.
*“ With regard to his conduét when with
the army, he has been conviéted of many
diforders and mifdemeanours tending to
the no {fmall detriment of our Empire,viz.
that he did not take the leaft care to main-
tain and to {pare the troops; that in many,
the moft important, expeditions he pro-
ceeded contrary to the laws and articles
of war, merely following his own ambi-
tion, and did every thing of his own
head and will, without the leaft confulta-
tion with the reft of the generals, to hear
their fentiments 3 which during the war
neceflarily occafioned many confiderable
lofles of men. During the time when he
was in the army, he not only infli¢ted un-
becoming punithments on the leflfer Ruf-
fian officers, often without any court-
martial, and without any regard to the
rank of the officers, but he alfo laid pu-
nifhments on ftaff-officers, which were
only fit for common foldiers ; for inftance,
in the firlt campaign in the Crim, he
cauled many Ruflian colonels, defcended
of antient and noble families, to carry
mufkets to their utmoft ignominy, and to
be led about the army for a fhow ; fome
s¢ of



70
€L
&
66
11
L1
(13
(X1
(11
[
(4
[
[
(11
(13

(11
(11

[ 13
€
(13
(11
(13
(1]
cé
(11
(13
(£1
(11
L1
(14

[

VOYAGES axpo

of them he got put in irons and fetters,
and let them for a long while go about in
that (hameful condition : His friends, relati-
ons, and dependents he raifed and pre-
ferred to others, without any meric or
defert ; to himfelf he procured great
fums at diverfe times, efpecially during
the regency of the Princels Anne, when
he had made himfelf prime minifter, and
befides that an extraordinary penfion, to
the great draining and exhaufling of the
treafury of the Empire ; of all which dif-
orders and iniquities being convicted, he
confefled them himfelf, as is fet forth
more at large in the journals of the trial.
“ The late vice-chancellor Michael Go-
lof kin was the firft contriver of the above
mentioned affair concerning the alteras
tion of the fucceflion ; for at the time
when Princefs Anne had entered upon
the regency, and he, after being recover-
ed from his ficknefs, went to her for the
firlt time to congratulate her, he immedi-
ately reprefented, it was pity, that in
fome points concerning the fucceflion,
the affair was not plainly enough expref-
fed, in particular that there was no men-
tion at all made of the Princeffes. Soon
after Princefs Anne ordered him to con-
fer with Andrew Ofterman about this af-
fair ; and at the fame time he drew up 2

project to be laid before the cabinet coun-
o Ci]’
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cil, for the Princels defcending from
the Princeis Anne to have an equal fhare
in the fucceffion to the Ruffian throne :
He alfo produced another projec, of the
fame tenor with the former, and fent both
thefe writings to the Princefs Anne. In
them he alledged, among other things,
that it was not advifeable in this cafe, to
proceed to the eletion of a fucceflor to
the throne of Ruffia in an open affem-
bly with the regent, fo as it was pre-
{eribed 5 but it would be better that the
Princefs Anne fhould ‘declare herfelf Em-
prels, by which means; according to his
Opinion, all obftacles and impediments
would be avoided and removed, that
might arife on the part of our Impe-
rial Majefty.  This, Golof kin owns to
have written with this view, that if
Prince John = fhould have died, and
no other Prince extant, there might not
always be a foreign and uncertain regen-
¢y, for want or in expectation of another
prince, but rather Princels Anne herfelf
ought to be made Emprefs ; and this fo
much the more, as he had already refpect-
ed her to a degree, as if fhe was actual
Emprefs, and as, at the fame time, he
had always endeavoured to exclude us
from the fucceffion, contrary to the laws
of all the world. Moreover, Golof kin
has owned himfelf guilty, that being lin

¢t the
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the Princefs Anne’s greateft and clofeft
confidence, and very well feeing that
fuch vaft fums of money from the treafu-
ry of the Empire were {quandered away,
yet he never diffuaded the Princefs from
it ; that confequently he had neglected
his fworn duty, in not obviating any
ways {uch a needlefs walte.

¢« The high marfhal of court, Levold, (in
all foreign prints erroneouily called Le-
wenwold) had particular knowledge of
the laft will made by her Majefty Katha-
rine Alexevna our dear mother, now with
God, purfuant to which the fucceflion of
the hereditary throne of Ruffia was ap-
pointed and fettled upon us in due time ;
notwithftanding which, upon the deceafe
of her Majefty Anna Joannovna, he did
not make the leaft remonftrance tor the
putting in execution the faid laft will. He
aflifted at all the deliberations, both about
the appointing of the regent, and but
lately, concerning the daughters of the
Princefs Anne, and the alterations in the
fucceflion. Furthermore, he was in the
moft intimate confultations with Princefs
Anne herfelf, and particularly very fre-
quently with Andrew Ofterman, to deli-
berate how it could be beflt brought about
to raife Princefs Anne to the Imperial
throne, and to extend the {ucceflion to

the Princefles alfo. He never endeavour-
Y Cd
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ed purfuant to his fworn duty to defeat
and obftruét thele vows pernicious to
the public tranquillity, but rather encou-
raged them; and therefore confented to
all Ofterman’s projecis, promoted them,
approved the moft villainous undertakings,
and entered with Ofterman into the moft
confident and fecret confultations about
them. He alfo procured for himfelf and
others, grants and penfions amounting to
vaft fums, out of the falt revenue which
was under his infpetion, to the great
draining of that branch of revenue ; and
with great application at laft procured,
that he fhould not be anfwerable to any
body concerning that revenue, no nor e-
ven deliver in his accounts to the board
of revifion, or to any other, as he ought

to do, purfuant to the Imperial ordi-
nances.

“ The late prefident of the board of
trade, Mengden, after the deceafe of her
Majefty Anna Joannovna, endeavoured
to the utmoft to have the late Duke of
Courland declared regent of Ruffia ; and
with this view falfely infinuated to many,
that if Biron did not obtain the regency,
all the foreigners would be cut off ; but
that Biron himfelf could not afk it. Nay,
even long before he had propofed the
queltion Whether it was not advifeable that
ber: Majefty herfelf the Empre(s Anne

K *¢ fhould
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fhould be requefted to doit? to which
end, after a long confultation with the late
Field-marfhal Muinich, he drew up a pe-
tition in the name of the whole Empire.
In the mean time, he Mengden went to
the Princes Anne in the name of the
Duchels of Courland, to perfuade her to
confent to the faid regency, and to help
to promote it. He alfo knew of every
thing that paffed, and was to be brought
about in the affair of altering the fuccef*
fion, relating to which he entered into
private interviews and deliberations with
the reft, but particularly with Ofterman.
As for what relates to his mifdemeanours
at the board of trade, he has been found
guilty of the following offences to the da-
mage of the public, and to. the prejudice
of the Empire. Upon his fuggeftion,
great quantities of corn were exported
from Peterfburgh, Archangel and the
conquered provinces ; the confequence
of which is, that corn is now as dear again
as formerly, to the great diftrefs of the in-
habitants, and prejudice to the Empire in
furnifhing the neceflary provifions ; but
particularly to the peafants in Livonia,
who were fo much blinded by the advan-
ced price, that they fold all their corny
and are now reduced to fuch want and
diftrefs, that there has been a necefiity 0
nourifhing them chiefly from our: owit

¢ magazines
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magazines.  This exportation of corn
Mengden undertook of his own head,
without the knowledge and confent of
the board, but with the agreement and
concurrence of Ofterman and Golofkin.
In this corn-trade, he acted direétly con-
trary to that ordinance, by virtue of
which no perfon who fits and votes at the
board is to meddle with any trade what-
foever ; whereas he Mengden engaged
with Bardewick the merchant in this corn-
trade, and paid him fifteen thoufand
rubles towards it. As foon as he was
made prefident of the board of trade, and
was to infpect the ftate of the works and
manufatures, he took confiderable pre-
fents of feveral people, and attempted to
change, according to his own pleafure,
contrary to the ordinance of his Majefly
our dear father the Emperor Peter the
Great, now refting with God, the mer-
cantile law, or-law of exchange, formerly
prepared, and long fince confirmed.

¢ The aétual counfellor of ftate Ivan Te-
meriazeff, of his own motion, and for his
private intereft, to the endangering of the
public tranquillity of the Empire, and
with a view of keeping us from the Impe-
rial throne of Ruilia, has devifed feveral
interpretations concerning the {ucceflion
to the Empire of Ruflia, how daughters

defcended from the Princels Anne of
i Drunfwick
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Brunfwick Luneburgh might come in for
a fhare of the fucceflion. Princefs Anne
thereupon having committed to him, to
draw up 2 manifefto on this fubject.  He
went to Adrejan Pofniacoff, fecretary of
the college of the Empire, and charged
him with this commiflien, as coming from
the Princefs herfelf. The latter readily
and willingly drew up two manifefto’s for
this purpofe ; one concerning the daugh-
ters of the Princefs Anne, in cafe the
males defcended of the faid Princefs
{hould fail : And the other to the intent,
that the Princefs Anne fhould be made
Emprefs herfelf ; both upon falfe grounds
fuggefted by Temeriazeff.
¢ Tt being neceflary exaltly to enquire in-
to, and to get at the true circumftances,
and nature of the grievous offences of the
above-mentioned perfons, viz. Ofterman,
Muinich, Golof kin, and the reft of their
accomplices, they were to have been ex-
amined upon certain points after the ufu-
al way of procefs, and tortured : But out
of our mere lenity and clemency, as the
mother of our country, we would not by
any means fuffer that penal inquifition
to be made ufe of againit them ; but gave
orders to our {enate, to give judgment in
the aflembly of the ftates military and ci-
vil, purfuant to the conflitutions and laws
of our Empire, upon the circumitances
# plainly
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plainly appearing as above faid, and their
own depofitions and confeflions.  In
which high court of juftice it was deter-
mined and f{entence pronounced, that
they all were to be punifhed with death:
Ofterman to be broken on the wheel ;
Muinich to be quartered, Golofkin, Le-

vold, Mengden, Temeriazefl, to be be-

headed, and their feveral eftates real and
perfonal to be confifcated.  And though
the faid malefactors, confidering their
moft wicked, grievous, and ill defigned
deeds, as alfo the reft of their enormous
high treafons and crimes, tending to the
apparent ruin of the Empire, and to the
endangering of the public tranquillity,ac-
tually deferve by all the conftitutions and
laws of the Empire, the fentence of
death thus pronounced againft them ; yet
out of our innate lenity and clemency,
as the mother of our country, and out of
our greatnefs of mind, vouchfafed to us
by the Almighty, we have gracioufly or-
dered the aforefaid punifhments to be fu(-
pended as to their lives, and to commute
them into prifon and exile into remote
places, viz. Ofterman to Berezova, Mui-
nich to Pelim, Golotkin to Germanga,
Mengden to Kolymfkoi Oftrog, Levold
to Solikamfkoi, and Temeriazeff to Sibe-
ria 5 that their wives, if they defire it,
may follow their hufbands ; but that all

¢¢ their



7

L1
(11
(1
€«
€6
(4
€¢
éé
L1
£é
(1]
¢
€
e
a4
[
L
(14
‘¢
(41
(13
<
€<

8 VOYAGES axp

their eftates real and perfonalbe confifcated
to our exchequer. Now, to the end that
all our faithful fubjeéts may be acquaint- |
ed with this, and learn by it, that the
jult God knows how in due time certain-
ly to find, and to extirpate all thofe who
are faithlefs and forfworn, and thart, by
his wife providence, thefe wicked thoughts
and views they harbour in their hearts,
never fail to be difcovered to their tempo-
ral and eternal condemnation : Nay, that
confidering what is fet forth above, all
and every one may carefully guard them-
felves againft fuch undertakings as highly
difpleafe the Almighty, and in every re-
{pect demean themfelves fo as becomes
faithful fubjecis and true patriots, purfu-
ant to their {worn duty; for which they
will be blefled by the Lord our God, and
always be looked upon by us with our
Imperial favour: We have moft gracioufly
ordered this manifefto to be printed, and
to be publifhed by our fenate all over our
Empire.” This was figned by the Em-

prefs’s own hand at St Peterfburgh, January
22d 0. 8. 1742.

I thought that it might be agreeable t0

the reader to infert verbatim this manifeftos
that any may at once (e the method of pro”
cedure in the courts of Ruflia againft crimi-

I

als. I do not propofe to make any r¢

marks about the juflice and equity which
may
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may be expeted in thefe courts, nor about
confeffions which may be extorted by the
Pains and fhame of racks and tortures: Few
people who have been guilty of any fuch
crimes as may by the laws of the country,
nfer the puins of death, will deny to fay
any thing their judges put to them, when
they are certain if they do not, whether
right or wrong, that torture will be ufed ;
the extreme pains of which fearcely any can
fuffer.  Thereis clear enough evidence that
thefe gentlemen never intended to fet the
Emprefs Elifabeth on her father’s throne,
]_mW far they were right or wrong let better
Judges relate, Ipretend to no knowledge of
thefe things ; only I think they were pro-
Ceeded againft with rigour ; confidering the
feverity of the late Emprefs Anne’s govern-
Inent, whofe conduét was well known to be
altogether direéted by Biron Duke of Cour-
land. A word of advice contrary to his
Plan and {chemes, would have been inftantly
Punifhed with cruel death, or lofs of ho-
Rour, eftate or liberty !

CHAP
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Concerning public Affairs which were tranfaited
in Ruffia, and on the Borders of Aftrachan
during the year 1742

Gave an account of the Princefs of the
Kalmucks having defeated Donduk Da-
fhee, but what then was his fate, I could not
tell. It feems, that in the heat of battle he
got fafely out of danger, but moft of his men
were cut to pieces.  The Princefs of the Kal-
mucks crofled the Volga, encamped in the
defart on the weft fide, and, fearing the
Ruflians would make ufe of their regular
forces to reduce her to obedience, retired
fooner laft year to the borders of Circaflia,
that fhe might either influence her re-
lations to ufe their intereft with the court of
Ruffia in her favours, or if that could not be
done to her liking, it was faid that {he, with
her faithful followers, were determined to put
themfelves under the protection either of the
Turk, which her hufband had formerly done,
or fly to Kouli Khan.
Whatever the public papers then reported,
1 can aflure the reader, that we were very
much afraid of that Perfian tyrant at my ar-
rival in the city of Aftrachan, and confe-
quently it would have been exceeding ill 111)0‘
icy
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licy to have irritated a Princefs of fuch pow-
er and prowefs as fhe pofleffed. = The great
Power of the Kalmucks adhered firmly to her
intereft, and the connexions fhe had in Ca-
burdee or Circaflia, were thought to be very
weighty., It was probably for thefe or the
like reafons that the court of Ruflia thought
Proper at fuch a time to fend Tatifhoff go-
Yernor; a man who did not want great a-
bilities (o manage affairs with fuch wild,
ﬂ“@tuuting, and unfteady people as the Kal-
Mucks, Perfians, and Circaflians then were ;
becaufe he had had very long experience a-
ongft fuch people when governor in Oran-
urgh, and likewife in Siberia : Add to this,
that he was neither tied down by the laws of
flonour, honefty, religion, nor any thing elle
lavented for keeping mankind in good or-
der: No, Tatifhoff laughed at all laws hu-
an and divine, providing he could only
keep himfelf in fafecy. He did not, on
Mmany occafions, hefitate to fay as much,
and did not {pare the greateft Lords at
Court, who were truly afraid of him, know-
g him to be a man of no principle, who
Would flick at nothing which could be of ufe
to himfelf. Early in the {pring, Mr Tati{hoff
fent great prefents to the Princefi of the Kal-
Mucks, and wrote her that the Emprefs had
Mot only infured her and herchildren after her
death, to rule over the Kalmucks, but had, to
thow what truft her Imperial Majelty put in
: L her,
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her, appointed her general Governefs over
the whole kingdom of Aftrachan, and had
ordained him Tatithoff to receive, with the
moft profound fubmiffion, and obey all orders
which her Highnefs might think proper to ho-
nour him with, providing only that they did
not clath with the Chriftian religion, (which
by the by Tatifhoff cared as little for as the
Kalmuck Princefs) and the fundamental laws
of the Empire. He fent feveral honourable
officers to aflure her, that all what he had
wrote was true, and that the great palace in
the citade! was in order for her to live in, or
Peter the Great’s palace in the country. The
vich prefents, the honourable deputation of
officers fent to her, and the many letters,
moft of which he Tatifhoff forged, as if from
the Emprefs, had at laft the defired effect.
The deluded Princefs even made hafte to fall
into the trap laid for her, by thinking that e-
very thing faid or wrote would be adhered
to, with as much candor and honour as when
Prince Golitzin governed that kingdom. She
marched day and night till fhe arrived on
the wefl bank of the Volga, over againft the
city. Mr Tatifhoff' loft no time in waiting
upon her, and of throwing himfelf at her
feet, affuring her that nothing could be more
agreeable to him than to obey implicitly her
high orders, begging to know, at {fame tim¢»
when her Highnefs would condefcend to vi*

fit the metropolis, and there, in the prefenc?
of .
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of all the principal officers, receive the infig-
nia of her high office. She either could not,
or thought it needlefs to hide the pleafure ic
gave her to have fuch marks of the Emprefs’s
high efteem, as fhe thought conferred upon
her ; but told the Governor, that fhe would
firt confult with her elders or leading men,
and fend him an order to acquaint him with
her pleafure, at a convenient time. This farce
Continued fix or feven weeks before it was
rought to an iffue ; in which time I was not
only acquainted with the Governor, but was
€mployed in his family, and for himfelf; for
Which, befides elegant prefents, he granted
me one hundred rubles per awum, only for
My advice. At table I very frequently heard
the Governor fend meflages, which I thought
to be with the greateft fincerity ; and though
I could not help wondering that the court of
St Peterfburgh intended to make fo many
thoufand Chriftians fubject to the orders of
a heathen, yet fometimes did not feruple to
hint as much to the Governor in private,
though I never thought that this was any
thing more than political chicane. At laft, .
however, the Princefs declared her intention
of crofling the Volga, and receiving the in-
Veftiture of the government. Great prepa-
rations were made ; four thoufand men li-
Ned the ftreets, forming a lane from the wa-
ter-gate to the Governor’s palace ; the can-
hon were fired, bells rung, drums beat, az;d
the
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the mufick played interchangeably: She walk-
ed from the river to the palace ; for fhe nei-
ther would go into the Governor’s coach, nor
mount on horfecback. She had a fine pre»
fence, and was truly a ftately, comely, beau-
tiful woman.  Her eyes were large, black,
and had a luftre which very few can equal 3
and fhe exprefled much fweetnefs in her
countenance. In a word, though fhe had
feen forty years, fhe was one of the prettieft
women I ever beheld. 'When {he went into
the great hall, followed by about forty of her
own principal fubjeéts, fhe was feated at the
head of the table, with twenty Kalmucks on
each fide : The Governor fat at the foot of
the table, and more than a hundred officers
in the garrifon ftood the whole time of din-
ner.

After dinner, the Governor rofe from the
table, paid his refpects to the Princefs, and
fignified a defire to {peak with her in the
gallery looking to the Volga. Major Cher-
kafloff, of whom mention will be frequently
made in the courfe of my journey, told me
what pafled there, for he interpreted betwixt
her and the Governor. When they entered
into the gallery, which had three doors, one
at each end, and one from the great hall, en-
tering into the middle, thefe doors were all
immediately fhut, and each f{ecured by two
grenadiers with {crewed bayonets. The Go-
yernor then made no fecret to let her knows

that
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that fhe was his prifoner, and begged that fhe
would not be alarmed nor terrified, becaule
he affured her that no harm would happen
either to her or her children ; but that the
Empire had pledged its honour that Donduk
Dafhee fhould be created Prince of the Kal-
mucks after the deceafe of her hufband ; that
Now it was to be put in execution. He ob-
fel'Ved to her, that if the Kalmucks who were
0 the great hall offered to refcue her, they
Would inftantly be put to death. He faid a
areat deal more : At laft, when the Princefs
had dried up her tears, and firft put him in
mind of his many falfe promifes, alledging,
that the Emprefs never could be guilty of
fuch bafenefs ; then fhe upbraided him, and
aflured him that though he might detain her,
he never would get her children ; for, faid
sfhe, T have left directions with the elders on
the other fide not to deliver them up, even
if fhe fhould be forced to fend orders for that
purpofe ; fhe then reprefented that the Kal-
mucks would defert the Ruffian proteltion to
a man ; but added, that if he would permit
her to return, fhe would rather try what fhe
could do to get the leading Kalmucks to {ub-
mit to the Emprefs’s pleafure. She ufed:
Many more arguments, but the moft power-
flll were her tears, which flowed plentifully,
and had that effeét to make the old Gover-
Tor join in chorus.  The old man, weeping
like a child, agreed that fhe fhould be allow-
ed
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ed to return, if fhe would fubmit te be guard-
ed by five hundred {oldiers under the com-
mand of his fon. This being agreed to, and
tears dried on both fides, they again return-
ed to the Kalmucks, who were acquainted
with all that had paffed, but in the gentleft
manner ; the Princefs, hoping for better
times, confirmed the whole, and defired her
Kalmucks to take all in good part, affuring
them that all would be well again.

The Princefs repafied the river, efcorted
by five hundred regular troops, and a few ir-
regular. I had heard nothing of them for
feveral weeks, though we could fee their
camp daily from the walls of the city. At
laft, Major Tatifhoff, the Governor’s only
fon, fent a report to his father, acquainting
him that the young children had made their
elcape, but whither he could not tell ; buts
that the Princefs ftill was under cuftody, ha-
ving feized her, juft as {he was going to take
her horfe at midnight.

This was a terrible blow to the old Gover-
nor, who by his chicanry had them once in
his poffeffion, fo fimply to let them go ; nor
could he tell how to come by them, nor what
excufe to make to the court, which had ex-
prefled great fatisfaction at his conduc¢t in ha-
ving got pofleffion of them.

The regiment of dragoons, all the Coffack
and Tartarian horfe, were tranfported over

the Volga. They fcoured the defart every
where
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where for fix days, to no purpofe, after ha-
ving rendered both men and horfes almoft
ufelefs with the great fatigue., The Princefs
would tell nothing, but {miled at their di-
ftrefs. The Governor’s eloquence was for
once caft away: He knew not what to do;
his fleep left him; and his appetite failed. He
durft not offer to ufe her cruelly; and indeed,
if he had, the confequence might have pro-
Ved fatal to her, which at that time {he {eem-
ed very indifferent about. At laft he deter-
Mined to leave the city, and encamp with
her. He fent orders for two regiments of
dragoons and four thoufand Coflacks to
march directly where he was ; but whilft he
lay oppofite the city, a boat was intercepted

ringing letters to the Princefs, acquainting
her that her children were in good health on
the oppofite fide of the river, guarded by a
refpectable body of Kalmucks, who determi-
ned to lofe every drop of their blood in their
defence ; but that they were farther up the
river, at the diftance of three hundred verits
at leaft. Bad as thefe news were, the Go-
vernor was glad at this intelligence; and, to
Prevent, as much as poffible, a junétion be-
tween the Kalmucks on the eaft and weft
fides of the river, and alfo to prevent the
children’s getting to the weft fide, and then
probably to Circaffia, Tatifhoff caufed feize
all their boats and ftave them. After this he
Marched with his prifoner the Princefs up thi

wel
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weft {ide of the Volga, and permitted her to
{end and receive meflages as often as fhe plea-
fed, in company with fome of his men ; by
which means he was well aflured that a very
great number of the moft refolute Kalinucks
had formed a {ftrong camp, nor were to be
forced by any rcgular troops ; wherefore no-
thing remained but to try what policy, of
whlch the: Governor was a great mafler,
would. do. He permitted, as I faid, any
number of the Kalmucks to go from their
Princefs with meffages to the Kalmuck army.
Neither did he hinder any {mall number from
their army, to pay their refpects to the Prin-
cefs; only he obliged them to permit one or
two of his interpretersto be prefent, that
they might give him an account of whatever
pafled.

This affair exercifed the Governor’s abili-
ties through the fummer. In the month of
September, about midnight, as I was going
home, a meflage from the Vice-governor
Prince Bazzetinike required my immediate
attendance upon a moft prefling affair. 1
imagined that his Lady had been taken fick,
therefore drove diretly to his houfe. The
Prince had a fecretary with him, and order-
ed him to read an order from the Governor,
acquainting him, that he had been for fome
time taken ill of fome difeafe ; that he had
taken the advice of all the regimental furge-
ons in the neighbourhood, but hitherto could

obferve
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obferve no change for the better ; that thefe
furgeons apprehended danger, therefore com-
manded the Vice-governor to fend me to his
affiftance ; and, as he apprehended that the
Commander of the fleet would make fome
inderance, he ordered the Vice-governor to
{end me away without permitting me to ac-
Quaint the faid Commander. Though I had
not the fmalleft objection to do all in my
Power for the Governor’s recovery, yet I told
the Prince, that the regulations would find
me blameable to leave the city without ac-
Quainting my principal commander; therefore
defired time to confider of it, and of proper
Mealures to make Mrs Cook ealy, who was
Within fourteen days of being delivered of
her firft child.  To this he made anfwer, that
e would take care to acquaint the port pro-
perly ; that much at that time depended up-
on the fafety of the Governor, and confe-
quently, in {uch cafes, no regulation was e-
Ver confidered ; that they would not fail in
the morning early to fend a memorial to the
Port to acquaint them, that they had taken
e by force, which would free me from any
lame whatever. He faid, that whilt I was
getting a few medicines from the field-apo-
thecary, I might write to Mrs Cook, and that
e and the Princels would take all the care
of her poffible. I followed this advice, and,
aving every thing in readinefs, pafled the
Volga in a boat, mounted on hor{e-back, and
M arrived
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arrived at the Governor’s camp, diftant from
Aftrachan three hundred and twelve verfls,
on the third day in the forenoon. Though
horfes were ready at the diftance of eight or
ten verfls, yet it was thought to be very ex-
peditioufly performed by one not accuftomed
to fuch violent exercifes.

Two accidents.happened in the courfe of
this journey, which I fhall take notice of:
Having rode about fixteen hours in full gal-
lop upon Tartarian horfes, I arrived at the
Jaft Tartarian ftage, where the horfes were
not ready ; the weather was very warm, and
Iwas no doubt tired. I ftrecched myfelf on the
ground, and inftantly fell afleep; but in half
an hour was acquainted that the horfes were
ready. Iimagined that I could proceed no
farther, fcarcely a part of my body being free
from ftitches. A ferjeant who was fent with
me, begged that I would mount a very eafy
going horfe, and move on eight miles far-
ther, to a poft where a lieutenant of dra-
goons commanded, who would have it in
his power to give me more afliftance than I
had reafon to expect there. I followed the fer-
jeant’s advice, and, fupported on one fide by
the ferjeant, on the other by the Tartar, I
was in very great diftrefs thus carried for-
wards. T'he lieutenant afforded me all the
afliftance in his power ; and, as I affured
him I could proceed no farther on horfe-back
in fuch diftrefs, he fent me in his boat, with

a few
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a few dragoons, with orders to prefs boats
conftantly, till I was carried to the Goveruor’s
camp. A little before {un-fet, I was brought
to the firft fifhery, and the people were boil-
ing fturgeon for their fupper, which they do
In water with a little vinegar, falt and pep-
per; I begged fome of the broth, and drunk
a large quantity as warm as I could. - I laid
myfelf down in.the bottom of the boat, and
fell afleep. About three or four o’clock next
Morning, lifting up my eyes, I faw, at a
8reat diftance upon the top of a hill, a camp,
and upon enquiry was told, that a captain of
dragoons commanded there, I aflured the
People, who were rowing very hard, that 1
Was quite free of the ftitches, and leaft I
might be fufpected to make unneceflary de-
lay, I would take horfes at that place. They
told me that I no fooner had drunk the
broth, thau I fell into a deep fleep, and was
inftantly covered all over with a plentiful ;-
aphorefis 3 they were afraid that I might have
catched cold, therefore the ferjeant covered
me with his mantle, and the fithermen alfo
put fome of their {pare cloaths under and o-
ver me, They faid that they had removed
nie out of one boat into another four diffe-
rent times, of all which I was quite infenfi-
ble; till at laft, after a long fleep, I, without
any external caule, waked quite free of pain,
I no {ooner arrived at this camp, -than we
Mounted upon dragoon horfes, and fet for-

ward
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ward as faft as the horfes could gallop. Af-
ter two changes we arrived at the head quar-
ters of the regiment, commanded by a lieu-
tenant-colonel, a German. He no doubt was
uneafy to fee his fat horfes fweating excef-
fively, being taken from the grafs, but very
imprudently darted his anger againft e,
who only laughed at him, faying, that if I o-
beyed orders from his and my fuperiors, I
was little concerned about the fate of - the
horfes ; being convinced that the moft mer-
ciful Emprels regarded the well-being of one
of her foldiers more than all the horfes in the
regiment, and confequently miuch more the
Governor, upon whofe fafety, for any thing
I knew to the contrary, probably at this time
the wellfare of the kingdom of Aftrachan,
“might depend ; and that I would fet out as
I came in. He was affronted at {fuch an an-
fwer given, with no fmall indifference, be-
fore many of his officers and men, and there-
fore ordered a particular horfe for me, fay-
ing at the fame time, that he would exercife
my talents in riding. The horfe, I believe,
never had been croffed by any man before
this : Two dragoons brought him forward
with difficulty, and, when I attempted to
touch him, he flruck and rofe fo furioufly,
that to mount him was altogether impoflible.
I therefore told the colonel, that if any thing
fatal happened to me by the madnefs of this
horfe, he might repent his folly when too
late ;
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late ; that I was no breaker of dragoon-
horfes, though probably could ride as well as
he. Having faid this to him,' I defired a
ftout dragoon, as I was not extremely pon-
derous, to lift me up and fet me in the {ad-
dle, which was no fooner done, than I defi-
red the dragoons who held him to let go; I
then, with whip and fpur, directed him with
. very great difficulty ftraight into the defart.
He attempted to ran dewn the hills amongft
the other horfes; but, finding he could not
do that, and the whip and fpurs, which T ex-
ercifed brifkly, prevented his rifing or long
Paufing; he run forwards with great rapidi-
ty, bouncing over every thing in his way.
However,. he began to tire, then I ventured
to turn him northward, when, far diftant
from the banks of the Volga, and rode on
ftill, by guefs, taking my direction only by
the {un, at a great rate, and at laft luckily ar-
rived fafely, as he grew peaceable, to a flation
where a lieutenant commanded. I informed
the lieutenant of his colonel’s inhofpitality ;
and, as I had good reafon to be much diffa-
tisfied, I faid, that as foon as I {hould arrive
at the camp, I fhould make a regular com-
_Plaint of him to the Governor; but the lieu-
tenant, who was a very {enfible good man,
difarmed me at once, and made me take a
quite different refolution. He faid, that the
colonel, though a very good foldier, was a
very ftrange kind of man, of no great edu-

cation,
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cation, extremely haughty, proud, over-bear-
ing, and had very little humanity in his com-
pofition; He faid, that he would undoubtedly
have been, long ere that time, brought to a
court-martial by his own officers, if they had
not been prevented by the efteem they had
for his wife, and pity for his young children.
I fay this information made me change my
refolution, as foon as I refleCted on the un-
deferved fufferings which thefe innocents
might have been brought to by their father’s
imprudence. I aflured the officer, that I
~would, not mention any thing of this affair
to the Governor, who, he well knew, had no
manner of compaflion, nor bowels of mercy,
and who probably would not have failed,
not only to have got him reduced, but have
-feized all that he might have been worth in
the world. I begged of the lieutenant, that
he would warn the ferjeant, who belonged to
their regiment, not to {peak of it in the camp.
I was told, that I was as yet diftant between
twenty and thirty verfts from the General,
and that about mid-way I would get a frefh
horfe. - The ferjeant not having arrived, I
immediately took horfe, and, in company
with a dragoon who was appointed to return
with the horfes, fet out, and arrived in the
camp at Jealt two hours before the ferjeant.
At my arival, I was informed that the Go-
vernor had fallen upon a fleep, but told that

it would continue no time : His fon the Ma-
: jor
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jor advifed me to take a little reft, to which
I had no objeftion. . When the Governor
fent for me, I did not think that I had fleep-
ed half an hour, though all the officers faid
that I had fleeped two, which the Governor
confirmed. I found the old gentleman in a
very diftreffed condition ; however, in ten
days, I got him quite recovered, and free of
all danger.

About the laft days of my abode in the
camp the governor defired that I would pay
2 Vifit to the Princefs of the Kalmucks, who,
he faid, had been long ago complaining;,
and defired that I thould be fent to her; he
alfo told that all the furgeons, who had, be-
fore I arrived, adminiftered medicines for
him, were fent to vifit that Princefs : But
that their medicines had contributed nothing
to her recovery. In company with the ma-
jor, the governor’s only fon, I went to a
very large tent, in form of a bee-hive, co
vered with felt, and lined with Perfian filk.
When I entered into the tent, the Princefs
was lying on a bed of down covered with filk;
her face was from us. Many Kalmucks well
drefled were ftanding with great decorum: I
alked who they were, and was anfwered that
the greateft part were priefts; but that there
were alfo fome of their chiefs, 'Whillt we
Were whifpering very filently, the Princefs
turned her face to us. The major immedi-
ately, in the moft refpectful manner, in-

formed
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formed her that I was the perfon who
had recovered his father, who had fent me
to her Highnefs. She took no manner of
notice of the major; but her countenance
feemed as if fhe was difpleafed with him ; -
however {he made a fign for me to come to
her, and an interpreter told me fo. I went
forward, and by an interpreter atked fome
queftions, but fhe defired that I fhould f{it
down on the bed-fide ; for there was no
chair in the tent: I did not readily obey,
but fhe infifted upon it, to which at laft I
confented. She ftretched out a well formed,
fair fkinned arm, I felt her pulfe a long
while, and afked her many queflions ; but
fbe gave me fuch anfwers as plainly difco-
vered that all her .complaints proceeded
purely from confinement, and a diftrefled
mind. She asked me If I knew of any me-
dicine that could cure her? I anfwered that
I imagined I did, but that it was not in
my power, otherways fhe fhould foon be
in pofleffion of it. She earneftly asked
me what it was? I replied that I believed a
free ferene air was the only remedy that 1
thought could remove the caufe of her
complaints. She looked ftedfaftly at me,
for a little time, with the beautifulleft black
eyes that cver woman was miftrefs of, and
{uddenly tuwrned about. I fufpeéted that
{he was weeping : after fhe had compoled

herfelf a iictle, fhe again turned and askeIC:_
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if T would take a difh of tea : I returned
‘her my refpeéful thanks, and faid that I
would be well fatisfied with any thing fhe
would be pleafed to order : Accordingly a
tup of tea was brought, but fuch as 1 ne-
ver had tafted before this time. The tea, I
dare fay, was good, but the Kalmucks put
falt and butter into it ; neverthelefs I drank
it, though extremely difagreeable, and foon
thereafter took my leave: At which time,
fhe defired me to come and vifit her fre-
Quently, fo long as I fhould ftay in the
camp ; But I told ber that my moft prefling
bufinefs required my leaving the camp as
foon as was poflible ; elfe nothing could -
have been more agreeable to me than to o-
bey her commands. And thus we parted.
I made what hafte I could in order to de-
cant the difagreeable tea I had taken.
Whilft the Major was like to have died with
laughing at me, he afterwards faid that fhe
had treated him in the fame manner ; but
how that {he neither would defire bim to eat
or drink any thing: The Major never would
confefs, but I {ufpect that he had affronted
her grofily.

When I came to the governor I acquaint-
ed him with all that had pafled, every word
of which his fon heard : Upon which the
Sovernor ordered the guards about this un
fortunate Princefs to be firengthned with
additional numbers, {ent his compliments to

N her
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her, telling her at the fame time, that her
Highnefs fhould command at all times his
coach for an airing as often as fhe pleafed,
providing a confiderable body of dragoons
efcorted her: But fhe would not accept of
this offer.

I furely never could pity any perfon
more than this unfortunate Princefs, and had
any way been in my power, fhe fhould not
* have been long a prifoner, but all I could do
was to {ympathize with her. If T had ftaid
much longer in the camp, I was refolved
never to go to her again, for fear I had been
futpected of advifing her, which, by the bye,
fhe did not ftand in need of ; for fhe was {0
extremely clever, that the governor was e-
very night afraid that fbe would have made
her efcape fome way or other, notwithftand-
ing all the guards he kept about her ; which
if fhe had done, could not have failed to
bring him to great diftrefs and danger, It
is generally obferved that honeft peoples
purely from principle, who have been moft
ferviceable to diftrefled ftate prifoners have
either fuffered with them, or ever after
have been looked upon with a jealous eye-

The Governor being now reftored to his
health, and it being near fourteen days {inc€
I left Aftrachan, the time being near that I
expefted my wife was to be delivered of her
firlt child ; for thefe reatons I entreated that

the Governor would let me return: After
: oné
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one day’s follicitation at laft he was prevail-
¢d upon to let me go, and not only fo, but
obliged his fon to fend me by poft in his
coach attended by his fervants : For I had
none with me ; and he made me a very
handfome prefent of ducats for the care 1
had taken of him. Thus equipped, I fet
out and in about forty eight hours was on
the banks of the Volga oppofite Aftrachan.
At parting, he faid, that the commander of
Fhe fleet at Aftrachan had acted very child-
Ahly, that he had infulted the government
of Aftrachan for not fending me to take care
of his health ; but, fays he, tell him from me,
that the cabinet is made already acquainted
with his prefumption, and that when I {hall
arrive, Ill fend him to St Peterfburgh to
anfwer for his folly : I received this meflage
without defigning to fpeak of it to any ;

though, at laft, I was in a manner forced.
When I arrived at the lieutenant colonel’s
camp, at twelve o’clock at night, he came
out of his tent and defired that I would reft
a little till horfes could be got ready, and
that his lady defired the fame. I went and
Paid my refpeds to her, who thanked me
for not accufing the colonel. I anfivered
that that had proceeded purcly on her and
her children’s account, at which the colo-
el was not a little affronted : But 1 hefitat-
d not to let him know that fo long as I
erved the Empire honourably, I was deter-
mined
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mined to take ill ufage of no fubjett. We
parted very good friends.

At my arrival in Aftrachan, [ was inform-
ed that my wife was delivered of a fon a-
bout half an hour before my arrival. She
was in a ‘moft dangerous way, having been
three days in hard labour, by the unfkilful-
riels of her midwife, and happy it was that
T arrived at that very time for her fafety.
According to the regulations, I immediate-
ly fent a written report of my arrival to the
port, and next morning received an order to
attend the fupreme commander at the admi-
ralty about government affairs.  Now I
could perceive that mifchief was abroad, yet
as I had been guilty of no irregularity, I re-
folved to meet the worlt with unfhaken
fteadinefs, but at the fame time, to keep free
from anger. This great man was only a
lieutenant of the fleet, he underftood f{uch
naval affairs that were in ufe for a port, and
his whole learning confifted in that, for
which reafon he was appointed to this poit.
For in Ruflia, a man may prefide at a board,
and the orders from fuch a board are good
and muft be obeyed by feniors; becaule
fuch orders are always iflued out by order of
the Emprefs, and agreeable to the regulati-
ons, by the appointient of the board. AS
there were many gentlemen at Aftrachan of
the fame rank with himfelf, he emp]oyﬁd
much of his time, and expences in giving

cnter-
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entertainments, to convince his colleagues,
and thofe under command, of what real im-
portance he was to the government. He
was very affable when there was little need
of it: But, when he durft, carried command
with a  high hand. ' 'He 'was extremely de-
vout and religious, upon all occafions, good
policy ~in 'Ruffia, 'but  particolarly’ ‘when
drunk, which was not feldom. His name
was Affonacy Mihaelovitch Garreinoff.  He
Was extremely fat, which almoft prevented
him walking, had a large broad face with
¢xtremely finall eyes, funk deep amongft the
fat, a great neck, and prominent belly like
4 woman at the hour of delivery. Such
was his figure, and fuch was the man who
then commanded * the port, and who had
fummoned me to mdake my appearance a-
gainft fuch an hour at his levee. At the
fame time, he had caufed aflemble all the
fea officers in Aftrachan, no doubt to wit-
nefs his greatnefs, authority, and regularity.
At my entry into theroomafter mutual faluta-
tions, he welcomed my return, acknowledg-
¢d that he had received my report from the
governor’s camp, but {aid very much about
My going out of the city without his per-
miflion, in what manner I had aéed con-
trary to the regulations, how highly crimi-
nal and punifhable fuch a ftep was.  His
difcour{e was long, very {arcaftical ; but
¢nded with telling me, that according to the

regulations,
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regulations, he ought immediately to take
my f{word from me, and keep me a prifoner
in my own houfe tiil tried by a court-marti-
al, but that confidering I was a foreigner, I
could not be expected to know the regula-
tions exaétly, ., He pafled me for this once,
hoping and expeéting that I fhould take care
not to commit the like again. I made an-
fwer in few words that I had endeavoured,
from the firlt beginning of my fervice, to
tranfact all my affairs agreeable to the very
fpirit of the regulations, that upon fuch ur-
gent neceflity 1 was hurried away without
being allowed time to acquaint him, or vifit
my wife; the truth of which he very well
knew: That 1did not go to vifit enemies, but
him who had the fupreme command of' the
kingdom, and whom her Majefty had truft-
ed, and honoured to reprefent her Royal
Perfon among(t us, that had I refifted {uch
orders upon fo very prefling occafion, I
might have juftly fuffered, at leaft in cha-
rater, and ever after been treated by all ju-
dicious men as an obftinate fool,fince I might
well confider, that upon his fafety, the
peace and well being of this kingdom, ¢
fpecially in fuch dangerous times from the
Perfians and Kalmucks, might much depend-
Finally, that though he had not ufed all the
formalities, 1 1magmcd he had called me at
this time to wait upon him, and hear his
outrageous infults before all the officers it

Aftrachan
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Aftrachan, with no other view but to fright-
en and infult me, but obferved, that, though
I neither cared, nor was, by the regulations,
permitted to fay any thing to him, which
might refle¢t dithonour upon a commander
in chief, yet that, if he thought proper, I
would not take it amifs that he put me un-
der arreft, and try me by a court-martial,
who, I had not the fmalleft doubt, would
acquit me honourably.  Laftly, T told him,
that T fhould take care that her Imperial Ma-
Jefty fhould be made acquainted with the
Whole procedure. When I had finifhed what
I intended to fay in public, I defired to fpeak
with him in private, and then told him what
the Governor had communicated to me at
Parting, and faid, that I fufpected his threats
would be put in fevere execution. This in-
telligence flruck him like lightening. He
lowered his fails very fuddenly, and would
not part with me till firm peace was conclu-
ded by a dinner and too much drink,

Next day I had another meflage to appear
in the admiralty, about affairs of confe-
Quence, This fummons feemed to be more
ferious than the firft ; however, I was refol-
ved and determined to infift upon all my
privileges, or elfe, as many of our officers
were obliged, for their ill judged defire of
beace, to fubmit to his folly : I muft ever af-
ter {ubmit to be obfequious to the pleafure
of a yery fluctnating ignorant man,  When
) T was
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I was pafling through the fecretary’s cham-
ber into the office where the commander was,
with all the officers waiting my coming, the
fecretary defired me to fign a paper, which,
by the commander’s direction, he made out:
I took this paper, read it over carefully, then
tore it, and f{aid, that I was determined to
fign no paper but fuch as I dictated, and
went into the office, whither the fecretary al-
{o came, and acquainted the commander with
what I had faid and done, all which I affirm-
ed was true, nor did I value the confequence.
After many altercations, and much time loft
in childifh wranglings, peace was again con-
cluded. The Vice-governor wanted much
to know what pafled in the admiralty, and
the admiralty wanted as muoch to know what
was {aid or done by the government people;
but, for the fake of peace, I kept both in ig-
norance.

At laft, the Governor, by his intrigues,
had again obtained pofieflion of the Princels
of the Kalmuck’s children, and, having con-
veyed them with a firong guard to Mofcow,
returned to Aftrachan, when he brought with
him a royal mandate from the cabinet, {ign-
ed by the Emprefs, commanding that the ad-
miralty in Aftrachan fhould ever after be o-
bedient to the direétions of the governors in
all civil affairs, and in every thing, except
purely what belonged to {hipping, of which, it
was reafonably prefumed, they could be no

JudgeS.
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judges. This was indeed a very great blow,
and [ was as forry for it as any belonging to
the admiralty ; though ever fo innocent, I
was blamed as the caufe : But every one may
eafily perceive that it proceeded purely from
the ill-concerted and ill-timed ftubbornnefs
of our commander-.

Before I finith this chapter, I muft ac-
quaint the reader, that I was informed, that
the Princefs of the Kalmucks and her chil-
dren were treated with all politenefs, and as
Uluftrious perfonages, at Mofcow : And that
When the Emprefs arrived in that city, f(he
deigned to pay thema vifit, and was (o fond
of them that fhe gave them very great poi-
{eflions to enable them to live in a princely
- manner. The Princefs and her children took
fuch liking to the Emprefs, that they all were

baptized, and the Emprefs ftood god-mo=
“ther.

As I was at a great diftance from the feat
of the Swedifh war, I fhall not treat of it
minutely, but give a general account of the
incredible fuccefs of the Ruffian arms, as I
was informed. Early Marfhal Lacy and Ge-
neral Keith, two foldiers who never turned
. their backs upon any number, marched with
the Ruflian army through Finland, rather like
a great company of hunters than any thing
elfe. They, with no great trouble, broke
through all oppofition, took all the Swedifh

atteries and out-pofts, till they arrived at
' o Frederickfbam,
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Fredericktham, making prifoners of all who
fell not in making their feeble refiftance. At
Frederickfham the Ruffian army doubted not
that a very formidable ftand would have been
made ; but, before meafures had been taken
to inveft properly that ftrong place, in the
night, between the 28th aad 2qth of June, it
was fet on fire by the Swedes, which burnt
up very confiderable magazines of provifion,
forage, and gun-powder, with all the houfes.
As the Ruflians did not endeavour to fave
the place, nothing was left but the cannon ;
and indeed it would have been very impru-
dent to have rifked the lives of fuch brave
troops, becaufe the burfting of many hundred
charged bombs made it inacceflible, without
madly expofing the troops to certain death.
After this fuccefs, the Ruffians pafled the
Keymen, and with care drove the fugitive
Swedes before them; they halted not till
they approached Helfingfors, to which place
they purfued the Swedes, who burnt all their
own villages and bamlets, to render the
march of the Ruflians as troublefome as was
poffible ; but at Helfingfors, it was {aid, they
made their only refiftance this year’s cam-
paign, and that very feeble; for though th‘cy
were well fortified both by nature and art,
the whole Swedith army were obliged in the
month of Auguft to capitulate, the tenor
which was in general, That, on the 25th of

Auguft, the Ruflians tock poffeflion of t;ll
e
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the Swedifh ports, and alfo were put in pol-
{eflion of all their grand magazines and war-
like ftores, provifions of all kinds, and forage.
They permitted the Swedifh army to retire
into Sweden with their {fmall arms ; but the
Finland foldiers laid down their arms, and
took their oaths of fidelity to the Empire of
Ruffia. The number of Finlanders who were
difarmed, were upwards of leven thoufand
men. All the Swedifh artillery was fent to
St Peterfburgh : It was affirmed that be-
tween fifty and fixty brafs cannon were ex-
pofed before the Emprefs in St Peterfburgh.
The victorious army remained in Finland du-
ring the winter, to be ready againft the next
feafon, in cafe peace was not concluded.
Nothing worth relating was performed by
the fleets on either fide, except feizing a
merchant fhip from London to St Peters-
burgh, and carrying the crew and two of
my brothers (the one a merchant in St Pe-
terfburgh, and the other a youth of about
fixteen years of age, coming to me for his c-
ducation, the fame who was killed at the
Moro, formerly taken notice of) into Got-
tenburgh, and detaining them there two or
three weeks, till orders were brought for
their being honourably releafed, and all their
damages made good ; and at the fame time,
for punifhing the foolifh captain who feized
them, by ordaining him to work in the cop-
Per-mines for {ix months,
CHAY
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€ H A-P. VIIL

Concerning what happened on the Borders of Per-
fia by Kouli Khan.

HE fummer was not far advanced, when

Lieutenant-general Tarakanoff was di(-
patched with three regiments to Kizlaar, to
accept of a propofed friendfhip and fidelity
from many of the-Circaflian, Georgian, and
the reft of the Dageftan Tartar chiefs, and
alfo to obferve the motions of Kouli Khan,
upon whofe honour little truft was to be put.
Tarakanoff having finithed his commiffion,
did not flay long at Kizlaar; but having left
inftruétions with the commandant of Kizlaar,
returned foon into Ruffia.

The Georgian Prince, general of artillery,
accompanied by many of his natives, pro-
perly his fubjects, arrived in Aftrachan,
where he waited all this fummer, in expec-
tation that war would have been declared a-
gainft the Perfians. Indeed, with us every
thinglooked very much thatway. In Aftrachan,
amongft the great, every thing was tranfacted
with fuch fecrecy, that nothing from them
was to be known ; but amongft the officers
of the regiments it was faid, that a very con-
fiderable army of regulars were on their
march for Aftrachan, I doubt not that fuch

reports
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reports, and the troublefome Dageftans, who,
at different times, cut off the flower of Kouli
Khan’s army, hindered that barbarian from
falling upon the city of Kizlaar, and borders
of Ruffia ; for he advanced as far as Targu,
Where his army, ftarving, having very fcanty
allowance of provifions, was day and night,
Almoft conftantly affaulted by fmall bodies of
thefe brave highlanders ; and at laft, in no
finall confufion, with the lofs of the greateft
bart of his artillery, was obliged to retire to
4 caftle he had buile, as a bridle upon Ufinei,
4 Dageftan potent prince. But I {hall con-
fine myfelf here only to what properly be-
longs to Aftrachan, referring an account of
Kouli Khan, his tranfations, and particu-
larly with the brave Dageftans and Lefgees,

to a proper place in my travels through that
country.

‘The firft thing which happened at St Pe-
terfburgh this year, was the bringing of the
ftate prifoners, formerly mentioned, to the
feaffold, where they all had their lives grant-
€d.  Count Ofterman placed his neck upon
the block, as he was ordered ; but when mer-
¢y was declared to him, he was fo far gone,
that it was thought he would not recover.

he reft were faid to be very anxious about
the confequences of death : But it is very re-
Markable, that Count Muinich (who was the
Next to Ofterman, brought to the ftage, co-
vered with faw-duft, as if Ofterman had fuf-

fered)
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fered) was drefled in a decent clean man-
ner, and whilft the orders were reading, de-
claring his crimes and manner of execution,
he was amufing himfelf by obferving the re-
gularity of the guards, who, under his com-
mand, had lately fo fingularly beaten the
Turks. It is a cuftom in Ruffia, that, when
the Imperial decree is reading, every one pre-
fent is obliged, let the cold be ever {o great,
to be uncovered. The Field-marfhal, it
feems, did not obferve that ceremony, of
which indifference the general of police took
notice, defiring him to be uncovered; to
which he very indifferently made anfwer,
that the Emprefs required his head, but not
his cap. It was faid, that, when he was or-
dered to lay his neck upon the block, he did
-it with the fame indifference, and it was de-
clared that her Majefty was pleafed to grant
his life, and banifh him to Pelym. He not
only was permitted to take his chaplain with
him at the Emprefs’s expence, but was al-
lowed from the crown a. ruble per day, e-
nough for the fupport of his family in that
plentiful country. I was aflured that fome=
time after he had been there, not being ac-
cuftomed to live without action, he formed
and drefled, with his own hands, a very beau-
tiful garden ; but, this not being fufficient
for his amufement, he begged, and obtained
liberty to form a military {chool, by which
means the youth in Siberia were rendered ve-

ry
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ty expert foldiers. He was in a bad ftate of
health when he was fent into Siberia, but re-
covered fo well, that he was recalled to St
Peterfburgh after the death of the Emprefs
Elifabeth, and was, as the news-papers in-
formed us, conftituted judge of the tourna-
ment lately exhibited in St Peterfburgh. I
Never heard any thing remarkable about the
reft, wherefore I fhall fay no more about
them, only that the old Count Ofterman di-
¢d on the way to banifhment.

Mr Malloch my countryman died this
fummer, and I was ordered to officiate for
him by the garrifon and field-hofpitals till an-
Other was appointed in his place.  This ad-
ditional employment was extremely fatiguing
Y me ; but I did not care to refufe it, being
lenfible of the neceflity. The Duke of Hol-
- ltein arrived in St Peterfburgh on the 5th of
February.  On the 211t inftant his birth-day
was celebrated for the firlt time in St Peters-
burgh, being then fifteen years of age. The
Emprefs his aunt made him many rich pre.
{ents ; and fhe made no fecret in declaring
that fhe intended to make him her heir to the
Em pire ; but that could not be done legally
Until he had publickly embraced the Greek
teligion. On the 25th April the Emprefs
Was crowned with great folemnity. Up-
on this occafion, the Duke of Holftein
had  the honours paid him due to - the
Grand Duke of Ruffia; and, at the fame

time
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time, it was recommended to him to take
inftructions from the bifhops of Rezan and
Novogorod, that he might be foon prepared
to profefs the Greek religion, and be public-
ly qualified to enjoy all the actual honours
and immunities belonging to the ‘Grand
Duke of Ruffia, which happened on the 7th
November at Mofcow, where he was pub-
licly rebaptized in the Greek religion, by the
name of Peter Feodorovitch, and by his aunt
declared her nearelt relation,and the only law-
ful heir to the crown of Ruflia. An inftru-
ment was made out, declaring him Grand
Duke, and requiring that all perfons {hould
give him the title of Imperial Highnefs. He
- was alfo declared to be Protector and Prince
of all the foreigners, and had many very
grand prefents made him by the Emprefs. 1
was told, that, upon this occafion, the priefts
did not caufe the Grand Duke go through
this ceremony f{o rigoroufly as they do to o~
ther people. I never faw the ceremony per-
formed, although I might have gratified my
curiofity in Aftrachan, as fhall be related ;
but I have been aflured, that they are not {22
tisfied with a perfon’s publicly renouncing
his former tenets, for love of the Greek, but
they infift upon his exprefling, in a very gmf5
manner, his deteftation of his former religi*
on, and declaring that he firmly believed that
his parents, and every one profefling thatire*
ligion, to be in a ftate of damnation, and t0

make
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Mmake his deteltation appear greatly difagree-
able, he {pits three times, and finifthes the
farce by fealing all up with taking the facra-
ment,

Soon after the Grand Duke was rebapti-
zed, the Emprefs took great pains to gain
Profelytes, and bribed, efpecially Chriftians,
very high. An Imperial decree was publifh-
ed, declaring that, as an encouragement to
all foreigners in her fervice, her Imperial
Majelty was gracioufly pleafed to grant great
Polleflions of villages ; and alfo, to every one
Who (hall voluntarily profefs the Greek reli-
gion, that fhe would caufe advance him a
rank higher than the one he then held in
the army or flect. At this time, our Go-
Vernor, who only made a fuperficial profef-
fion of the Greek religion, laughing public-
ly at all the other {ects of Chriftians, recom-
mended it ftrongly to me to be rebaptized,
pointing out all the advantages I fhould re-
ceive; and went fo far as to infure me, that
the Empre(s and the Grand Duke would ho-
Nour the ceremony with their prelence as
fponfors. I anfwered in very few words,
that I truly could make no comparifon be-
tween the reformed religion which I profef-
fed, and the Greek ; that I thought I was
convinced of very many abfurdities and in-
credibilities in the Greek ; that if at any
time I might have reafon to impngn any part
of the belief of the reformed, I (hould run

P © no
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no rifk in {o doing ; but that if I profcﬁ‘ed
the Greek, I thould be ‘obliged, every time I
thought of it, to confider myfelf abfolutely a
liar, and a fellow abandoned to all that was
bad, for not only alting contrary to the
principles of my own underftanding, but in
decoying, deceiving, and, contrary to all
principles of honour, bringing up my young
family in a way {o ‘contrary to my own
knowledge ; and laftly, of making them,
(who derived liberty naturally from me and
their mother, being both Britifh) flaves to
Ruffia, Thefe thoughts, 1 told him, were
fo very contrary to my way of thinking,
that I would fooner fee every one of them
who were already born, or after this might
{pring from me, dead, than bear the thoughts
that they, or their children, would caft
reflexions on my memory for having, fo
much like a fool, furrendered up their liberty-
Laftly, I did not fcruple to declare, ‘that I
looked upon all foreigners, to be either abfo-
lutely infamous, void of all honour, or elfe
extremely ignorant, and foolifh to act in fuch
a way : That I was pofitive it would not ap-
pear compatible to reafonable men to think
that a man who would fo bafely forfeit his
honour, could ever prove a true fubjeét ei-
ther to the Empre(s or Empire. The Go-
vernor, however, was very frequently, moft
difagreeable to me, plaguing me with his de-
fires of having me profefs the Greck religions

not-
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notwithftanding, I {crupled not to tell him,
that many people believed, that though he
himfelf profefled the Greek religion public-
ly, yet laughed at it in fecret ; and that,
his great knowledge in men and. things,
rendered fuch reports very credible. He
was {o far from being angry at the news I
told him, that he could not conceal his fatis-
faction by a fmile, and obferved, that he
doubted not there were good and bad in all
the {ects of Chriftians ; that, for his part, asa
good {ubject, he would find no fault with a-
Ny part of the Greek religion, however ab-
furd it might appear to himfelf, for fear of
8iving grounds for caufing {chifms. He
faid, that what was reafonable he would
give credit to, and what was otherways he
Would averlook, without publicly profefling
any deteflation. Mr Tatithoff was one of
the learnedeft men in the Empire of Ruflia,
tho’ he never had an academical education:
Hehad ftudied all the liberal arts and feiences,
and underftood them all well. If he had
had a right notion of honour and morality, he
Would have certainly proved a very extraor-
dinary man ; but the want of thefe qualifica-
tions rendered great part of his learning on-
ly ufeful to him in detecting other people’s
¢rimes, and defending himfelf from the in-
quelt of others, as will be taken notice of in
due time. He admired Leibnetz, Locke,
Bacon, Sir Haac Newton, the Spectator, and

many
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many other learned authors. He correfpond-
ed with the bifhop of Upfal, and the moft
learned men in Europe ; but ftill he tarnifh-
ed all thefe qualifications by a very bafe, for-
did, cruel practice of fticking at nothing to
gratify his avarice, and acquire wealth,

-

i B b g -

Concerning what happened in Ruffia, and the
Confines of Aftrachan, in the Year 1743, and

frft of the Perfians.

I Obferved laft year, that Kouli Khan had
retreated to his caftle not far from the
north fide of Derbent, in order to bridle
the potent Dageftan Prince Ufine: He, how-
ever, having reinforced his army, made ear-
ly this year a fudden attempt upon the bor-
ders of Circaffia, of which the Governor of
Aftrachan having been made acquainted, fent
orders for a few troops who were in Tzarit-
zin to march for Aftrachan immediately, not-
withftanding it was in the time of the ftrong-
eft froft. In January the remains of three
regiments arrived, having loft fome hun-
dreds that were frozen to death. They alld
brought with them between five and fix hun-
dred frozen, of which number I was obliged
to amputate the arms and legs of feventy”
five the firft week, exclufive of fingers and
tocss
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toes, of which little notice was taken. = As
foon as the healthy men had refted a few
days in Aftrachan, fifteen hundred received
orders to march to Kizlaar with four thou-
fand Coflacks to join about five hundred
troops who garrifoned that caftle, and the ir-
regular forces, inhabitants of that country.
Kouli Khan was known to be deceitful, dif-
honourable, 2 man in whom no truft was to
be put; bold, intrepid, and incomparably
politic.  The Governor of Aftrachan fit-
ted him exactly ; for tho® he was no gene-
ral, yet he did not want the qualificati-
ons of a good politician and counfellor,
Wwhere his intereft did not blind his reafon.
Every thing was in readinefs to deftroy the
ice about Aftrachan to render the Volga im-
paffible, and the whole city was in a great
ferment ; notwithftanding, he took all the
care he could for the prefervation of the city,
and, (knowing well that if he fhould alarm
Kouli Khan, it would have a better effect
than any feeble refiftance he could make with
the fmall number of troops he then had in A-
ftrachan) ordered a lieutenant and two trum-
pets upon the river Agrachan, which forms
the borders on the fouth fide of Andreoffke
Derevna, or village. The lieutenant went
upon the north fide of Agrachan, oppolfite
the Perfian camp, and caufed the trumpets
to blow ; then, in a formal manner, declared
War, in the Emprefs’s pame, againft the

Shach
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Shach and Empire of Perfia,if the Sophi fhould
pafs in a hoftile manner that river, which had
been acknowledged the limits between the
two Empires. The Perfians, alarmed at what
they faw and heard, foon made their Shach
acquainted with what had happened, who
{ent to defire the lieutenant to approach his
tent, and demanded to know what was the
reafon of blowing his trumpets, and reading
the paper. The licutenant anfwered him,
that as he was an officer in the Ruffian regu-
lar army, according to his oflice and duty,
by order of the Governor of Aftrachan, who
was authorized by the Emprefs, he had made
a formal declaration of war againft his Maje-
fty and the Empire of Perfia, if his Majefty’s
troops pafled over that river, the well known
boundary of the two Empires, in a hoftile
manner : He faid, he doubted not that his
Majefty would approve of his having done
his duty as became the honour of an officer.
The franknefs, opennefs, and eafe with
which the lieutenant made this fhort decla-
ration, and his determined look, manly figure
and deportment, gained the efteem of the
Shach. Kouli Khan afked him many quefli-
ons abont the number of regular and irregu-
lar troops that were already aflembled in the
kingdom of Aftrachan ; to which the licute-
nant gave an{wers according to his inftructi-
ons, and told him, at the {ame time, that
fixty thoufand regulars were in full march

upon
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upon the borders of that kingdom for the ci-
ty of Aftrachan ; that he was aflured thefe
fixty thoufand were deflined to be fent by
fea to the Perfian provinces on the fouth of
the Cafpian, in cafe a war fhould prove ine-
vitable ; becaufe, faid he, that there were al-
teady troops enough to defend the kingdom
of Aftrachan againft any number of enemies;
efpecially confidering that ‘provifions of all
kinds were Taid up in magazines, and confe-
quently no foreign army could fubfift any
time without they had provifions from their
own country. The Shach then queftioned
him about the progrefs of ‘the Swedifh war ;
to which the lieutenant made anfwer, that
the Swedes, having loft more than the half
of their veteran army, either killed or pri-
foners in Ruffia, and almoft the whole great
province of Finland, were fueing for peace,
and many of the greateft potentates of Eu-
rope were aflifting to get the Emprels per-
fuaded to grant a peace ; therefore he doubt-
ed not that peace would be proclaimed foon :
But he affured the Shach, that that war was
of no bad confequences to the Ruffians, ‘as
they never could run the leaft rifk of dan-
ger from fuch impotent enemies; but add-
ed, that it ferved to train their men, as the
Swedes were juflly efleemed very regular
gallant troops.
The Shach having fatisfied his curiofity, as
far as he judged neceflary, commended thie
officer,
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officer, made him a very confiderable pre-
{ent in money, and told him that he had
no defign againft the Empire of Rulffia :
That he had marched his army {o far north
in hopes of being furnithed with provifions
for ready money from the inhabitants of Cir-
caflia : But finding that Circaflia was in no
condition to provide for fo great numbers of
troops, he was refolved to return fouth-
wards, and take another opportunity of pu-
nifhing the Degaftan Tartars, who had fo
audacioufly rebelled againft him ; though,
by the bye, they were fo far from imagi-
ning that they could be deemed rebels, that
they defied the Shach to fhew an inftance
that a majority of them had ever acknow-
ledged any fubjection to the Empire of Per-
fia; nay, laft year it is certain that many
of their Princes, at their own defire, were
taken under the protection of Ruffia. The
lieutenant, having ended his commiflion, recei-
ved letters from Major Chan the Shach’s
Grand Vifier to the government of Aftra-
chan, and at the {fame time fent off couriers
to his ambaflador at St Peterfburgh to ac-
quaint all concerned of the Shach’s peace-
able difpofition, and intreat the Emprefs to
give orders for her Governor in Aftrachan
to fend two or three fhips loaded with meal
for the fupport of his army at Derbent,
whither he proceeded in all hafte, as they

were almoft ftarved with hunger and fro-
zen
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zen to death with cold in that barren coun-
try. :

Many faid, and it is not altogether im-
probable, that this plan of the Shach’s march-
ing f{uddenly down to Agrachan, and of
the declaration, as has been above taken no-
tice of, was privately agreed upon betwixt
the Shach and the Governor, to give a pre-
tence for fending off fome provifions for the
relief of his army, in order fo eafily tv be
quit of, and remove to a great diftance, fo
turbulent a neighbour; for the lieutenant
no fooner arrived in Aftrachan than the Go-
vernor, altogether contrary to the advice
of his counfel, gave orders for one great
fhip to load immediately provifions for Der-
bent. He fent off a courier to the cabinet,
acquainting them of all he had done, and
reprefenting, in his own way, the neceflity
of taking upon himfelf to act in this man-
ner, in order fo eafily to get quit of fo
formidable and faithlefs an enemy, and de-
manded, that, what he had already been
obliged to do, from pure neceflity, as healled-
ged, might be approved of by the cabi-
net : And, as he was privy counielior, he
humbly offered lis advice, that he -might
!mve an imperial order fent him, command-
Ing him to fend two or three fhips more, to
€nable the Shach to remove his army farther’
{h“ from the borders of Aftrachan : Obferv-
Ing that he, ‘the Governor would take care,

Q that
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that the Shach f{hould never have any great
ftore of provifion at one time, but be kept
at very {hort allowance ; and alfo that if he
the Shach did not begin to march his troops
foon ; in that cale to order him to with-
draw all afliftance. He obferved that it
would be a means to get rid of a moft dan-
gerous potentate, and at the fame time, it
could not fail to enrich the Ruffian mer-
chants in Aftrachan. Thus gilded, the pill
was greedily {wallowed by the cabinet. A
flaming order was brought, commending
and approving of every thing Tatifhoff had
done, and granting all his demands; gi-
ving him ftill a power to act, upon the moft
prefling neceffity, according to the dictates
of his reafon : But that, whatever he did,
he ought, without lofs of time, to make
known to the cabinet, fubfcribed by him-
felf and the other great officers belonging to
the government of Aftrachan. The Gover-
nor having got all that he defired, exulted
greatly, efteeming every one in the govern-
ment little elfe than {o muny ufelefs men.

[ imagine that four or five {hips loaded,
only with coarfe meal of wheat, a fack of
which, in Aftrachan, was to be bought for
three {hillings and nine pence Sterling, or
cighty copeaks Rufs, and in Derbent, the
merchant received ready cafh twenty five
and twenty {ix rubles per {ack : This was 2
very extraordinary profit, by which many

poor
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poor merchants gained very great fortunes:
Although it was commonly believed that the
Governor alone got the half of all the mer-
chants profits, befides fome unknown pre-
fents, probably not inconfiderable from the
Shach. One evening late, I went into his
room to enquire about his health, and-found
him giving direétions to his fervants to fill
or pack a {mall cheft with quilted pieces of
felt, every one of which was very heavy,
and as large as the bottom of the cheft. The
cheft being filled full, was made faft, fealed,
and direted to his daughter in Mofcow,
and when it was removed into the fledge,
two very able men found difficulty to carry
it. Thefe tranfactions were done fo openly,
that I, not then acquainted with that part
of the Great Peter’s regulations, defired one
of the principal merchants to take a fmall
fum of {pare money I had, to buy meal to
be fent for my intereft to the Perfian camp ;
but was anfwered, that it was greatly againft
the regulations for any officer to trade, and
highly punifhable: I obferved to him the
Governor’s praétice, which he feemed to
make no fecret of : He faid, that the time
might come when he the Governor might re-
pent that ; altho’ for the prefent, he might e-
feape: However that time never happcned I
fhall make an end of this chapter by acquaint-
ing the reader that Kouli Khan or the Shach
Yepaffed fouth between the feas and moun-

tains
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tains towards the Mogan defart before win-
ter came on, having done much harm to
bleecding Perfia, efpecially the provinces I
have been in, without making any folid or
real acquifition, at the great expence of
more than eighty thoufand of his own
troops, concerning whom I fhall fay no more
at prefent ; referring what I have to fay to
a more proper opportunity, when I {hall give
a brief account of the moft material rrani=
actions of this wonderful man !

G p Ao B X,

Concerning the Operations of the Swedifb War
and of " the Peace concluded this Year.

r g "HEfirft operation which we had notice of
r this year was the taking of the ifland of
Aland from theSwedes, and their taking of it
again from the Ruflians. The truth is, that
this ifland was left without any {oldiers to
defend  it, and confequently eafily taken
with a {mall pumber of men, nor did the
Swedes offer any refiftance, wilely confider-
ing that oppofition would have been the
caufe, poflibly, of their utter deftruction,
without the {malleft advantage to their na-
tive country : However, the Swedes fent 2
fuperior force, and without much difficulty
regained Aland. The Swedifh army lay

en-
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encamped on the other fide of the guiph,and
many provifion-veficls for the fupport of that
army lay in a gulf, or rather {mall bay. Ge-
neral Keith then commanded the Rufiian ar-
my., The Ruflian fleet was not as yet arri-
ved, and conlequently the army could do
little, as they had no veflels either to protect
or efcort them.  Every perfon knows that
this Aland lies in the mouth of the great
Bothnick gulf, and therefore would have been
of confiderable advantage to the Ruflians,
had they kept pofletlion of it, for keeping
their magazines, and fafety for their tranf-
ports, if the war had been carried on with
vigour this year ; but both the Ruffians and
Swedes expecied that peace would be foon
agreed to ; and therefore, it is very proba-
ble, that the Ruflians did not profecute the
war with all their wonted vigour, efpecially
as a congrels was fitting at Abo, and many
of the moft potent northern princes had fent
their minifters to Abo to affift at this con-
grefs, in order to get a peace concluded, as
much to the fatisfaction of both nations as
the nature of things could admit of : From
all which, and from what I have been told,
Viz. That Aland was conquered only by a
fffw irregular troops, and therefore was the
fooner re-taken by the Swedifh regular
troops ; for General Keith was, with his ar-
my, on the weft of Abo, and confequently
At too great diftance to proteét any petty ad-

vantage
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vantage the irtegular Ruffian troops might
take of the enemy. This defcent was al-
together unknown to that general, till all
was effeted ; for the irregulars very fre-
quently, for the love of plunder and forage,
make wide extended fallies, altogether un-
known to the chief commander ; and altho’
they are often reproved, and fometimes pu-
nithed, yet, in the main, the generals wink
at it for many reafons.

They have orders fo to do, chiefly for
thefe following reafons: All the irregular
troops are cither Coflacks, Kalmucks, or o-
ther Tartars, who border on Turkey, Perfia,
and other principalities, and confequently 2
wife government never will attempt to treat
{uch men with rigour, for fear of a revolt.
The Coflacks acknowledge fubjection to the
Empire of Raflia, and are Chriftians ; but at
the fame time, live chiefly by their own laws,
and infift upon their liberties, which the reft
of the fubjets of Ruflia know nothing of.
The Kalmucks acknowledge no fubjection,
but only live under the protection of Ruffia.
They are barbarous to a great degree, but
yet they muft be treated with great lenity ;
for, if they do not incline to leave their own
country, the whole force of Ruffia is not able
to oblige them, nor even their prince, unlefs
with the approbation of their feniors, of
which there are a great number, fome of
which are lords over five or fix thoufand

fighting
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fighting men ; with whom the Khan dare
not differ, unlefs he is certain of a very great
majority. The other Tartars are fome of
them declared fubjeéts of Ruflia, but under
{ubjection of their Murzas, and others only
acknowledge protection, but deny any man-
ner of {ubjection. For thefe, and many o-
ther reafons, the Ruffian generals are obliged
to behave with great prudence to thele wild
people, whom they never punifh except for
crimes, which are acknowledged to be fuch
by their own chiefs.
The Swedes had, as I was well informed,
a very refpectable body of men, ftrongly en-
camped near Helfingfors, protected on the
fea fide by two very large praams and other
veflels, as well as tran{ports, in a bay defend -
¢d by an ifland. They were f{o ftrongly for-
tified, that the Ruffians did not think proper.
to attack their camp, but fortified them-
felves, and approached very circumipecily.
The Swedes were plentifully fupplied with
all manner of provifions, brought by fea in-
to a {inall bay on the right of the Swedifh
army. Many tranlports lay loaded in this
bay, defended by two large praams, (fuch
vellels were defcribed formerly) the largeft
mounting one hundred pieces of cannon.
- Count Lacy had returned to St Peterfburgh,
caving the command of the army to his ho-
Noured friend General Keith. A congrefs
Was at that time fitting in Abo not far di-
ftant,



128 VOYAGES anp

ftant, and General Romantzoff was the prin~
cipal commiflioner from Ruflia. When they
little expeéted any news, they were alarmed
with a dread(ul cannonading, and not know-
ing the caufe, couriers being difpatched from
both fides, all the accounts Romantzoff
could get was only, that it was fome fcheme
-of General Keith’s; but they could learn, at
that time, nothing elfe. At this General
Romantzoff exprefled great fatisfaction, and
faid to the Swedifih commiflioners, that if
they would not inftantly implicitly agree to
his propofals, he then would be at liberty to
change his moderate demands ; at the fame
time, telling them, that he was morally
certain that the {cheme of General Keith’s
would turn out to the glory of the Ruffian
arms ; for, faid he, Keith’s {chemes never fail-
ed of fuccefs.  This was the honourable opi-
nion one general in chief had of another!
The noife of cannon lafted not long, till all
was quiet, and then they were informed that
General Keith obferving that it would be im-
poflible to proceed farther, without great
blood-fhed, until they could become mafters
of this bay, fent orders to the commander of
the Rufiian gallies, that next morning, by the
break of day, he fhould order two or three
of the gallies to advance into a {mall gut of
deep water, and there remain till farther or-
ders: The commander returned anfwer, that
the general’s orders were impracticable ; but

the
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the general fent a fecond order, and firength-
ened it, by letting him know, that if he made
any objections to his fecond order, his fecond
in command had his pofitive orders to put
him under confinement;to be tried bya court-
martial, if, with' great circumfpection and
{ecrecy, he obeyed not the orders upon which
the fafety of the whole army might depend.
The general had ordered proper veffels to be
loaded with fuch things as were neceflary
for the execution of his projet in fome co-
vered creek, altogether out of view of the.
Swedes : and, when it turned dark, he de-
livered the command of the army, with pro-
per inftruétions, to his fecond in command,
and went on board the aforefaid tranfports,
which he directed to be rowed to the ifland
with the greateft fecrecy. The ifland lay
in the mouth of the bay ; on the one fide it
was very deep water, fit to fwim any veflel,
but impaflible on the other, even by boats.
The praams were ftationed as batteries to
hmder any fhip of war from getting into the
bdy But the Swedes had never fortified the
ifland, believing the praams fufficient to fcour
the whole ifland, which was covered over
Wwith coppices and reeds. The general not
only landed on this ifland a fufficient num-
ber of cannon and other warlike inftruments
and ammunition, but raifed a good battery
in the night time, upon which the fuccels of
-his proj e& depended.

R Next
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Next morning, the Swedes obferved fome
of the Ruffian gallies to row, directing their
courfe towards this ifland, and not knowing
what intention they might have, they caufed
both the praams to warp into the before-
mentioned deep paflage, either to prevent
their paflage into the bay, or their landing
on the ifland.  The largeft praam, called the
Hercules, fufpecting no danger, took her fta-
tion oppofite to the Ruffian hidden battery,
at a very inconfiderable diftance from it, and,
when they were making difpofitions to pre-
vent the operations of the Ruffian gallies, the
battery fired upon them moft unexpectedly,
fuddenly covering the Hercules with hand-
granadoes and fmall bombs, which prefently
put an end to their fighting ; and {carcely
had the Ruflian granadoes done all their ex-
ccution, when a body of brave men made
themf{elves maflers of this praam, which very
{oon {filenced the other ; upon which all the
tranfports in the bay became a prize to the
Ruffians. The want of provifions, no pro-
{pect of {upplies getting to them, and an im-
poflibility of retreating, forced them to capi-
tulate, by which they obliged themfelves to
evacuate, in a limited time, the province of
Finland ; but the preliminaries of the peace
were ratified at this time, which put an end
to the war, and it was baftened by Mr

Keith’s mafterly and decifive operations.
By
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By this peace the Ruflians obtained all the
Finland territories eaft of the gut or river
Keymene, and this was declared to be an e-
ternal peace and friendfhip between the Ruf-
fian and Swedifh nations ; in confequence of
which Prince Adolph Frederick adminiftra-
tor of Holftein and Bifhop of Lubeck, was
declared fucceffor to the crown of Sweden.
The plenipotentiaries figned this peace on
the 16th day of June, and having been ap-
proved of by the ftates of Sweden, it was
proclaimed in Stockholm on the 20th fame
month. Though it caufed an univerfal joy
to the more {enfible men in Sweden, yet the
wild barbarous Dalcarlians raifed {fome di-
{fturbance in Stockholm ; for a body of be-
tween four and five thoufand of them affem-
bled, and, having approached near the city,
the King went himfelf to them, and, in the
moft friendly manner, advifed them to re-
turn into their own country, which they pro-
mifed to do ; yet no fooner was the King re-
turned to his palace, than, in a very rude
manner, they entered Stockholm, and {eized
upon fix pieces of cannon ; and, at laft, their
boldnefs grew to fuch height, that they fired
upon,wounded, and killed fome of theKing’s
men. Notwithftanding all this, the good
old King, hoping to fave the lives of many
of his fubjects, fent to them, and ufed all
friendly means to get them to return to their
duty ; but at laft, fecing every attempt fail.

ed
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ed, the King ordered his guards to march a-
gainft them, and ftill unwilling to do great
execution, only, as was faid, one piece of
cannon being fired amongft them, killed 40
and wounded many. This had the defired
effet; they threw down their arms, and call-
ed out for mercy ; however, three or four
hundred were taken into cuftody to be tried
for their optrages.

On the 16th July, Lieutenant-general Bo-
denbrock was beheaded ; but Count Lowen-
hopt fuffered only on the 3oth of that month,
occafioned by the nobility’s ufing all their
intereft for his pardon, and in the mean-
while his making his efcape out of prifon ;
but he was unfortunately taken by fome
brutal captain, juft as he was going on board
a fhip, cloathed in a failor’s drefs ; and not-
withftanding, it was faid, that the whole bo-
dy of nobility, and privately the King, ufed
their utmoft intereft and policy to get him
faved, this could not be effeéted, as it was
oppofed by the clergy and peafants,

CHAP.
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G APyt XT,

Concerning the different Affairs and Anecdotes
which happened during the Courfe of the
Year 1743,

HE firft thing worth obferving this year
is a memorable edict, ordering all ge-
neral officers to pay twenty per cent. of their
falaries, and thofe of the medical faculty fif-
teen per cent, The generals paid it, and I
had no objecion. I do not know how it
could happen fo generally, but {o it really did
happen, that the greateft part of the phyfi-
cians and {urgeons, not jointly, but feparate-
ly, petitioned their chancery, imploring the
Empre(s’s lenity, reprefenting the hardfhips
which they had fuffered through the war,
their being foreigners, and the diftrefs it
would caufe them who had families to pro-
vide for, to pay fuch impofition, which only
was incumbent upon the natives of Ruffia,and
the moft wealthy. This had the effe@; for
évery one belonging to the Ruffian fervice,
whether in the army or in the fleet, did pay
their appointed proportion, except thofe be-
longing to the faculty ; for which thanks
were due to Count Leftoig, who effetually
reprefented the hardfhips put upon that re-
{pectable body of men under his directions.

The
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The royal family, who were kept in cufto-
dy at Riga in Livonia, to which city they
were fent, after having been captivated by
the Empre(s Elifabeth, were very unfortu-
nate this year ; for, in the month of January,
they being at that time confined in the ci-
tadel of Riga, but not clofe, nor rigo-
roufly looked after, three hundred of the
guards were the troops who were appointed
to take care of them, it feems Prince Erneft
Ulrick began to be unealy under his confine-
ment. It was faid, that he had exprefled
him{elf to his Princefs in the moft pathetic
manner, propofing to make his efcape, with
hopes foon to relieve her and her young fa-
mily, to which {he would not agree, rather
chufing death than a feparation from him.
Determined however, he drefled himfelf, un-
known to her, in women’s cloaths, pafled the
guards without fufpicion, and walked to-
wards the wall next the river, which is not
high. (A defcription of this city will be given
afterwards, when I relate my travels in thefe
countries.) He had fecarcely reached the
place where he defigned to get over, when
he was overtaken and feized by the guards,
who had the only information of his efcape
from his own Princefs, who, as was already
faid, could not think of living without his
company.

The commander of the guards, not know-
ing how to behave with fuch illuftrious pri-

foners,
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foners, applied to Field-marfhal Count Lacy
for dire@tions, who fent them all to the firong
caltle called Dunamunde, fitnated in the
mouth of the river Dwina, and ought pro-
perly, according to the meaning of the Ger-
mans, who gave it this name, to be called
Dwina-mundt or mouth. In this caftle this il-
luftrious and unfortunate family was kept but
for a fhort time, when orders arrived from
Peterfburgh, to tranfport them fouthward to
a caftle called Ivanburgh, which formerly be-
longed to the famous Prince Menzicoff, fi-
tuated in the province of Veronitz. They
were not kept very long there, where the
Princefs Anne of Mecklemburgh died, till
they again were tranfported to Oranburgh.
- They were likewife kept but a fhort time
there, when they were again tranfported to
{ome ifland in the White Sea. The above
account, which I have given of that unfor-
tunate illuftrious family, I do not fay is abfo-
lutely true, but I can aver that this is what
has been whifpered, as it were, to me, and
was {aid to be true ; for, in thefe times, it
was moft dangerous, fo much as to mention
any thing belonging to them. They never
were {poken of but amongft true friends ;
nor did I ever hear any thing more about
them, except the melancholy accounts we
lately were informed of by the news-papers,
too hard for me to recite, and too croel
for
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for any Chriftian to believe, were the clear,
the too clear proofs, not extremely evident !
A plot was difcovered this year in July
at St Peterfburgh, which, though I can give
a very true account of it, I could wifh that I
could have been held excufed ; and only be-
caufe, in my opinion;, it throws a dark veil
over the general good opinion men had of
the tender fentiments of the late Emprefs
Elifabeth ; but my promife to give a true ac-
count of whatever I knew, obligeth me to
give the following narration of barbarity and
cruclty, for a crime very black, if true, but,
in many countries in Europe, the proofs
would not have been fuflicient to incarcerate
them, far lefs punifly them. Mr Falkenberg,
lieutenant in the navy, formerly adjutant to
the late Admiral Gordon, was the perfon
who difcovered this plot, which was in the
following manner : After Admiral Gordon’s
death, which happened in the year 1441,
this perfon was appointed to do his duty in
the fleet as licutenant ; he was mafter of, and
underftood well, all the Earopean living lan-
guages, and therefore was very proper for
being a firft, or adjutant-general to a com-
mander in chief of the whole navy of Ruflia,
who never exadtly underftood the languages
nor could neither read nor write it.  Many
tranfactions happened in the fleet of no bad
confequence to the Empire, nor to the general
good of the navy ; but purely perfonal, t@
pri-
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privace officers, fuch as fending them, con-
trary to the regulations of the Empire, to
diftant places; and upon hard duty, when it
Was not their office, out of courfe, and when
others ought to have been appointed, and
Probably for taking bribes to get them excu-
fed by the admiral. During the admiral’s
lifetime no notice was taken of this practice;
but after his death many complained to the
board of admiralty, not againft the admiral,
but againft Falkenberg, holding him only
guilty. Every one was very certain that fre-
quently the admiral did not know any thing
of thefe affairs, which he had entrufted Fal-
kenberg with, which is too often the cafe in
all countries: Falkenberg was in St Pe-
“terfburgh at this time, {olliciting the admiral-
ty about fome affair; and as it neceflarily coft
him all his attention to make friends there,
where he had not been a little blackened, he
was glad of all opportunities of paying his
refpects to any of the great men in the ad-
miralty, and elfewhere. Mr Alexander Zi-
bin was general commiffary in the fleet, a
Place of great honour and truft. He having
been invited to dinner, with many others, at
Lieut. Gen. Lapuchine’s houfe, took Falken-
Pel‘g with him, dreading no iil from him,as he
Imagined him to be very knowing and an ex-
cellent table companion, which indeed he was,
A.f'rcr dinner, when the gentlemen were ta-
king their glafs, the difcourfe happened to

5 be
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be about the unfortunate branches of the roy-
al family, probably too warmly commifera-
ting their diftreffes, and pointing out their
good qualifications, and rights to the throne.
Mr Falkenberg did not join in this dilcourfe,
but rofe from the table, pretending fome fud-
den indifpofition, immediately took poft, and
rode ftraight to the Emprefs, then in Peters-
hoff. 'What he faid is not known, but upon
his information, exprefles were fent immedi-
ately off to St Peterfburgh, and the Empref5
and whole court drove as fuddenly there as
was poflible ; and, for the greater fecurity,
Mr Falkenberg had the honour of a feat in
the Emprefs’s own coach. The following
perfons were taken under arreft in the midift
of their mirth, moft unexpectedly : Lieute-
nant-general Lapuchine and his Lady, bis
fon Lieutenant-colonel Lapuchine, and the
Countels Beftucheff, Mr Zibin, Kneas Puta-
tin, Ivan Moflikoff, and Madam Lilienfield.
They were inftantly fent to the caftle, and fe-
cured in different prifons, to prevent any
communication.  Soon after this, a trial was
brought on before the following judges, viz.
the Inquifitor-general Ufhakoff, Prince Tru-
betfkoi, and the Privy-counfellor Leftoig. 1
was informed, and believe my information t0
be true, whatever was alledged to the con-
trary, and expofed to the world by the au-
thority of the court of St Peterfburgh, that
they were found guilty only of talking, as ;
{ai
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faid above, imprudently ; for after their in-
quifition and trial was quite over, a very
great heat happened to rife amongft the
Judges and the minifters of the cabinet; in
which, words, and perfonal reflettions, al-
together unbecoming gentlemen, efpecially
of fo high and diftinguifhed a rank, happen-
ed, which were the beginning of animofity
between Mr Beftucheff, whole fifter’s life was
at ftake, and Privy-counfellor Leftoig, which
never ended till Leftoig was banifhed. Of
all the judges, Leftoig, a Hanoverian, though
a foreigner, was the foremoft, not only re-
quiring that they fhould fuffer death, but the
moft cruel death which the laws of Ruflia in-
flicts upon any criminals : The reft of the
Judges were abfolutely againft fuch cruelty,
but agreed with Leftoig that they deferved
to die. Mr Beftucheft, finding that eafy ar-
guments would have no effect, loft his pati-
ence, and with it part of his reafon, and ob-
ferved to Leftoig, in a jeering manner, that,
by the laws of Great-Britain, furgeons and
butchers never were permitted to be jury-
men, nor fit in judgment on the lives of
their fellow-creatures. Leftoig had no pati-
ence to argue calmly with the grand chancel-
lor, or retort in his own fatirical manner ;
but at once called the chancellor by the
worft of nan-es, and fecarcely could be kept
from plunging his {word into his heart. The
chancellor, very angry, and highly afiront-

ed,
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ed, retired precipitately, threw himfelf at the
Emprefs’s feet, and begged that juftice
might take place, and that Leftoig might
be punithed for daring to threaten, and fo
grofsly affront the greateft fubject in Ruflia.
The Emprefs obferved to the chancellor, that
he was very much to blame to talk in
fo very biting 2 manner to a man of
Leftoig’s khown ungovernable paffion ; but
faid, that fhe would fend for him, and order
him to afk pardon of the grand chancellor,
and get peace eftablithed between them ; but,
thOl‘l""h defpotic, fhe had promifed more
than {he could perform ; for when this was
propofed by herfelf to Leftoig, he flew into
the moft unbecoming paffion : He acknow-
ledged, that he had offended her Tmperial
Ma_]e&y, only by impr udently having been
forced into fuch paffion in the cabinet, and
threatening one whom fhe had honoured
with the honourable title and power of grand
chancellor, threw himfelf at her feet, and
implored her pardon, which very readily
was granted : He then rofe, thanked her Ma-
jefty for her great clemency to him, but faid,
with 'a determined countenance, that he
fooner would fuffer the moft cruel death,
than fuhmit to afk pardon of a man whom
he could not efteem. Upon this, the Em-~
prefs ordered him out of her prefence ;
and, though Lefloig retained all his ho-
norary titles, and alfo his power in the me-

dicine-
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dicine-chancery, yet from this time a dark
clond hung over his head,which at laft, in the
year 1748, burft, by Beftucheff’s intrigues,
and a {econd time hurried the honeft, foolifh,
hardy, unfortunate Lefloig into banifhment,

the only man who had placed the Emprefs
on her father’s throne. Iil {hall only add,

that fentence of ‘the moft cruel deaths were
pafled upon the greateft number ; but the
Emprefs appointed their different punifh-
ments as follows :

A large ftage was built before the fenate-
houfe, upon which the criminals fuffered, on
the 31t day of Auguft 1743, in the follow-
ing cruel unbecoming manner: General
Lapuchine, his Lady,* and fon, fuffered the
painful and fhameful punithment of the
knout, and had their tongues cut out, as
did Countefs Anna Beftucheff the grand
chancellor’s fifter, Ivan Mofhkeff, and
Kneas Putatin were knouted, and Zibin was

whipped. Madam Lielienfield was retained
in prifon, as fhe was with child, then whip-
ped, and all were fent into banifhment. A
few more were deprived of their honorary
titles, and ordered to live on their eftates, as
it {eems fufficient proof was not produced,
and only their connections with the above
mentioned criminals, were the caufes of their
difgrace. Such misfortunes happen frequent-
ly in Ruffia. The Countefs Beftucheff, when
brought to the place of punifhment, had a

ribbon
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ribbon about her neck, and at it was hang-
ing a family-piece, a gold crofs, richly befet
with diamonds, the impudent executioner,
(the executioners have a right to the apparel
of fuch criminals by the laws of the country)
demanded the crofs as his perquifite, and,
being denied, was going to take it by force,
which the Countefs would not part with, but
with her life : The executioner was, by the
general of police, ordered to defift, and to
infli¢t the punifhment with no greater {everi-
ty than he had done upon others. The vil-
lain, however, when he cut the tongue, drew
it as far out of her mouth as he could, and
cut as near the root as his knife could reach,
which foon put an end tp her miferable life;
for the bled to death. I haye fometimes con-
verfed with people who have undergone this
punifhment, when reftored to their former
honours, which happens frequently at chan-
ges of government, and have been indulged
to fee their tongues : They {poke very intel-
ligibly, having only loft but a very fmall part
of the point; but then the executioner is
bribed, and the oflicers who fuperintend
thefe difagreeable punifhments never take a-
ny notice of, nor find fault with lenity.

If this terrible punifhment had not hap-
pened, nothing could have made me believe
that the Emprefs Elifabeth had had any {hare
of cruelty in her foul ; as, at the fame time,
fhe was the moft magnanimous political good

Princefs
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Princefs in Europe, or perhaps in the world.
Had fhe caufed decollate every one of them,
I would have entertained a greater opinion
of her mercy, prudence and policy, than
{uch rigorous unheard of cruelty will permit
me to do, efpecially when the delicacy of the
Ladies, her own fex, and their rank in the
world are confidered! It ftruck me with
amazement when I was told, that the Ladies
were brought upon the ftage, ftripped naked
to their petticoats, and, in this fhameful
manner, hung upon fome fcoundrel’s
back, and knouted ; afterwards, flill ex-
pofed naked, to have their tongues cut
out! The fubject being very dilagreeable,
I fhall fay no more of it, but give fome ac-
count of Falkenberg. He, for his probity,
was made colonel of a regiment of foot, by
the Emprefs’s pofitive order ; but he did not
enjoy this honour long, if at all, with the
leaft fatisfaction. When he joined his regi-
ment, all his fubalterns declined having any
connections with him, except what the order
of duty obliged them. In lefs than fix
months, they accufed him of fome crimes,
of which it is hard to fay whether he was
guilty or not : He was put under the moft
firit arreft, and orders from the college of
war were frequently repeated to bring him
to a trial by a court-martial ; but, by his
fkill and cunning, he baffled all their de-
figns, though they had no fmaller man to

{pur
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fpur them on and protect them, than the
Grand Chancellor Count Beftucheff.
When I arrived in Riga in the year 1749,
I was {ent for to give advice about Mrs Fal-
kenberg, who had been long ailing, but
would not go till T was ordered by Field-
marfhal Count Lacy, I pitied the unfortu-
nate Lady, who had contracted an uncure-
able difeafe by want of exercife, a delicate
cornftitution, and grief ; for, though fhe was
not confined, fhe never would go out of the
houfe, for fear of her hufband, nor would
fhe pcrmit a fervant to drefs any food for
him, as long as fhe was able; but {he had
been confined to her bed long before 1 went
to Riga. ' He was much diftrefled for her,
but feemed to be altogether indifferent a-
bout his then fituation, in which I left him
in the year 1751. My vifits in that houfe
were neither frequent nor long at a time, for
my blood was like to freeze all the time I was
in the houfe. I never could look upon him
but with terror, well remembring the horrid
caufe of his commencing colonel ; and tho’
he was very complifant to me, yet I
never could relith his company, but pre-
tended bufinefs to be gone, as foon as I had
given fome directions about his Lady, who
deferved much better fortune than to have
been married to fuch a perfon.
In Ruffia, it is as dangerous for people to
be in the company of any, who are either
‘ plotting



TRAVELS: 148

plotting againft the government, or forming
a difcourfe, which but {fo much as borders
as it were upon treafon, or can any way bé
interpreted treafonable, without immediate-
ly accufing the people of the company, as it
is for thofe who were atually guilty. Now,
whether Falkenberg accufed thofe unfortu-
nate people, for fear of himfelf, or purely
with a fordid view to advance his fortune, I
cannot take upon me to determine ; only, I
dare fay, that his reafons for acting in this
manner were not guided by prudence, neither
fhewed he the leaft goodnefs of heart. Ma-
ny times have I heard people talk about ftate
affairs, which I have thought extremely dan-
gerous ; but I never made it known that I
had taken any notice of their difcourfe, but
abruptly left a company, when Iﬁlfpe&ed
they were taking too great liberties. .

CHAP XIL

Concerning the Affairs berween Sweden and
Denmark.

HE unfortunate Swedes had no fooner
confirmed peace with Ruffia, than they
Were threatened by Denmark and their
Own. diffaffected fubjects, many of them
Wanting to have the Prince Royal of Dens
5 3 mark
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mark declared fucceffor to the good old
King. Sweden would undoubtedly have
been in the utmoft danger, had fhe not
been powerfully protected by her late ene-
mies the Ruffians ; for the Danes were ma-
king the moft formidable preparations in their
power, to attack Sweden by fea and land,
from Norway and other parts. Add to this,
the afliftance which the barbarous Dalcarlians
propofed to give Denmark ; for I was well
informed, that great bodies of thefe people
were hovering about, all armed, in readi-
nefs to join the Danes. Sweden finding her-
felf in this dangerous fituation, begged for
the afliftance of the Ruflians, and that their
late conqueror, General Keith, might com-
mand thefe troops.

The Emprefs having refolved powerfully
to proteét the Swedes, ordered General Keith
to make his repair, with twelve chofen regi-
ments, to Stockholm, and act according t0
the inftructions given him. He loft no tim¢
in tranf{porting thefe troops, and, till the cold
weather drew on, encamped in the neigh
bourhood of Stockholm. At that time, the
Dalcarlians were hovering about ; but, ha-
ving received accounts of General Keith’s
having arrived at Stockholm, they did not
think proper to advance, but retired into
their own inhofpitable country, without
commencing any hoftility : Buat there were

very many difaffected thronghout allSwedens
: in
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in Stockholm itfelf, in the diet, and in the
council : However at laft the Bifhop of Lu-
beck was declared fucceflor to the crown of
Sweden in prefence of the old King, with
very great folemnity. The Danes feeing all
hopes of getting the Prince of Denmark e-
le¢ted to the throne of Sweden at an end,
and that ‘wife king fenfible that he would
draw againft him the whole power of Ruffia,
which would endanger the {wallowing up of
both thefe {mall kingdoms, thought proper
to {ufpend a profecution of this war, and
finally confirm a folid peace.

One tranfaction happened in Stockholm,
which the reader may not be difpleafed to be
informed of, and this I had from good au-
thority. As winter approached, the general
took up his winter quarters in Stockholm,
and its neighbouring villages. At this time,
the citizens were in much the fame humour
as the citizens of London are at prefent, tho’
their national affairs were in a very different
fituation. The Swedes, that is to fay, the
Swedi(h mob, no doubt headed, underhand,
by many of their principal men, defpifed
both their king and government, and upon
all occafions fhewed their unreafonable dif-
content. Tho’ the afliftance of the Ruffians
was warmly applied for and obtained, yet
thefe vermin took all opportunities of af-
fronting the officers, and malireating the
foldiers, The general had reprefented thefe

excefleg
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excefles properly, but could only obtain po-
lite promifes. It was well enough known
that both the king, fucceflor, and the more
fenfible counfellors were very much grieved
at thefe outrages, but durft not, it {eems,
take proper means to reftore order: When
they were at the height of their madnefs,
one day as the general was returning into
the city from a vyifit, his coach was unex-
pectedly ftopped at the port, and, upon en-
" quiring what could be the caufe of this, was
told that they only wanted to fearch for un-
cuftomed goods,  This piece of info-
lence finifhed their career ; the general or-
dered one thoufand men to mount guard,
and commanded one hundred to every port
in the city, and that officers and foldiers
fhould hold themf{elves in readinefs, and take
theirfleep in their cloaths, compleatly armed.
At the {ame time, he commanded his men
to feize all diforderly people, difperfe all
mobs, and repel force by force. The Swe-
dith mob looked upon all this as a bravado,
and inftantly, as it were, began to af
femble with much noife ; but the Ruflians
foon laid hold of them, with very little
bloodfhed, or difficulty : After thefe hot-
headed fools had experienced but a little of
the Ruffian difcipline, they defifted, and be-
came very fuddenly and unexpectedly as
peaceable as any in the kingdom of Sweden-
Many of the counfellors, however, looked up-

on
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on this as a very great outrage, and obliged
their king to require the general to defift. To
many paper attacks, the general only gave
determined, refolute, clear, realonable an-
fwers; at laft, they had a meeting with the
general in prefence of the king, where the
general had an opportunity of telling them
of all the outrages which their mad citizens
had committed againft the Ruflians altoge-
ther unprovoked; of the many complaints he
had made about thefe excefles, without hav-
ing received the leaft fatisfaction, and con-
cluded by afluring them that he fhould take
all care to caufe punifh any of his foldiers,
who might be guilty of any fault to the peo-
ple of Sweden ; but at the fame time was
determined to protect and do juftice to his
foldiers wherever he fhould command, fee-
ing he could get no redrels from them.
It was faid, and it appears to be true, that
whatever the general did was extremely a-
greeable to the king, though policy prevent-
ed his Majefty from publickly acknowledg-
ing jt. But when he left Sweden, the many
prefents he got, the great diftinguifhed ho-
nours the king and his fucceflor conferred
on him, with the gracious reception he met
with from the Emprefs at his return,ferve
to confirm the truth of this.

This year the Caracalpake Tartars obtain-
ed liberty to trade with the people of Aftra-
cthan; But they never came into the city,

and
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and encamped at the diftance of eight or
ten verlts from it, where the Aftrachan mer-
chants and Tartars went, but I never was
informed that their commerce was of any
advantage. Towards the latter end of the
year they decamped and returned home-
wards: But a body of Kalmucks, altoge-
ther unknown to the government of Aftra-
chan, way-laid them, and made booty of
a great deal of their cattle and merchandize.
As the march of the three regiments, be-
fore taken notice of, was altogether precipi-
tate, no proper magazines for the ufe of the
hofpital were eftablifhed. Mr Malloch, as
before mentioned, died laft year, and no
principal furgeon having as yet been ap-
pointed to take care of thefe troops, I was
ordered to overfee them and alfo the garri-
fon, which, joined to my proper duty, was
very fatiguing tome. 1 had already given
in two petitions to the government’s chan-
cery reprefenting the extreme neceflity of
the fick without having received any fatisfac-
tory anfwer ; and one morning as I entered
the governor’s hall with a third petition for
the relief of the fick, and another to be fent
to the Medicine Chancery, begging that
they would reprefent thefe affairs to the
college of war, and alfo to fend to my re-
lief a chief furgeon to take care of the army»
I was not a little furprifed to hear the go-
vernor in a very violent paffion at fome dra~
goon
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goon oflicers, for having loft, as he faid, by
their carelefsnefs, three horfes, threatening
that they fhould pay for them. I waited till
he had done, and then, in the moft refpect-
ful manner, went and prefented my petiti-
ons; but he having been in a paffion with the
officers, gave me fome difagreeable anfwer,
telling me that he never had been fo much
plagued before this with any of the pro-
feflion. I anfwered him that I was
engaged in a very troublefome bufi-
nefs, which properly did not belong to
me : But that all my endeavours to cure
people, who were not duly provided with
proper food, would prove abortive, and
therefore defired that he would caufe fome
other take care of them : At this, however
reafonable, he ftormed not a little. As 1
was confcious of having faithfully done my
duty cver fince my entering into the fervice,
and efpecially as I never had been treated in
fuch a manner, I frankly told his excel-
lency that it feemed very ftrange to me, to
have heard him reprove the officers, who
were prefeut, for the lofs of one or three
horfes, and at the fame time to fall into a
paflion with a perfon for alting up to the
fenfe of Peter the Great’s regulations. I up-
on this occafion faid a great deal more, not
regarding whether he had ordered me under
arreft or not; for I fpoke with due refpedt,
and only reprefented the miferable conditi-

on
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on of the hofpitals ; and when I had done 1
retired very well fatisfied that I had cleared
my confcience. In about an hour’s time af*
ter this, he fent for me to the chancery, and
there told me that he had, at his own peril,
appointed a captain to fuperintend the pro-
vifions for the ufe of the fick, and to ack
there as commiffary, and had appointed him
to {ee that every thing elfe ufeful for their
recovery {hould be bought up, and kept in
readinefs, and at the fame time put an order
with my petition to the Medicine-chancery
into my hands, telling me, that finee I had
got all which I demanded, there would be
no need to petition the chancery. From
this date, affairs went on very well, and the
fick recovered fo foon, that, before their
furgeon in chief Mr Pundt arrived, all the
hurry and confufion was over: For all
which care and exceflive trouble night and
day I only received from the Medicine-
chancery an order, telling me that they were
well fatisfied with my care. In June month,
the governor fhewed me an order from her
Majefty, amongft other things commanding
me to endeavour to recover the Khan’s fon,
Prince of the Kalmucks : He was a boy a-
bout ten or eleven years of age, exceffive-
ly fat, and of a very bad habit of body,
his head was all covered over with the worft
kind of the porrigo: When any of the

. {cabs
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fecabs were raifed, underneath the fkin was
all like a honey-comb*. I hefitated not to
fay, that it was very uncertain whether he
was curable, but I fufpected a fudden cure
might prove his death. The governor, howe-
ver, urged a trial in obedience to her Maje-
fty’s order.  As he was a man of great learn-
ing, good fenfe, and reafon, I begged that
he would endeavour to hold me excufed to
her Majefty, confidering that I had too good
reafon to fufpect anapoplexy might fucceed.
This he promifed to do, and effe¢ted accor-
dingly. Some time after thaty another order
from St Peterfburghcommanded that I {hould
attend upon him, if afflicted with any other
difeafe. He was kept in a pleafant garden,
not far from my hofpital. I heard nothing
concerning him till O&ober, when, in the
middle of the night I was fent for. When
I arrived at the houfe, ¥ found him in an in-
curable apopletic fic, furrounded with forty
or fifty priefts {inging hymns for his recove-
ry, and putting up their prayers to heaven,
not doubting of their potent effect. I was
told, that thefe very people had been attempt-
ing to cure his head ; and that they had ap-
plied many things, the principal of which
was vitriol and verdegreale. Though I pro-
gnofticated his death, yet I directed all the
help I could for his recovery, without fuc-

U cefs ;

¥ Cum caput immenfa pexum perrigine ningit,
Copia farris uti frendentibus edita faxis,
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cefs; forin about forty eight hours he ex-
pired, to the laft quite infenfible.

One day about the middle of June, T was
fent for by the governor’s orders, to vifit a
prifoner, who had cut open his belly from
the falfe ribs to the fpine of the ilion. He
had done this with a blunt little knife, which
it feems had efcaped the fearch of his keepers;
and although he had cut quite through all
the teguments, yet the knife had only made
a fearcely perceptible impreflion on fome of
the inteftines, which he was fupporting with
his hands. It feems that his keepers had
wrefted the knife from him before he could
make any other attempt. As no delicacy
was to be ufed with fuch patients, I {fewed
up the wound with a large and ftrong fkain
of filk ; and as the fellow prefled againft me
with all his force, endeavouring to break the
future, Ientered theneedle intothe peritonenm,
at leaft one inch on each fide of the wound:
And this fellow was cured by the application
of no other medicine than being fomented with
alittle corn {pirits, for the Ruffians allow of
no medicines for people who deferve death;
and, what is very {urprifing, he fuffered the
painful torture of the knout about fix weeks
after this happened.

Though out of time and place, for which
I beg my reader’s forgivenefs, as I have re”
lated but one example of the cruel punifb-
ments in Ruflia, I forgot to. mention what

happened
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happened in Aftrachan laft year. It is uni-
verfally known, that the Empre(s Elizabeth
made a vow not to let any malefactor be pu-
nithed with death, for a limited time, which
fhe renewed, and, I believe, kept till her
death. The governor, Tatifhoff, got early
notice, that the Emprefs was going to fend
orders for that purpofe to all her governors
through all her wide extended dominions,
Tatifhoff had at that time about 300 prifon-
ers, who deferved death by the laws of Ruflia,
they being either robbers, pirates, or mur-
derers. So foon as he received that piece of
ufeful intelligence, he determined inftantly to
clear the jails of fo many ufelefs men, who
required about 150 foldiers to keep guard.
He therefore ordered five gallowles, fuch as
that at Tyburn, to be built, fome wheels and
gibbets. In the mean time he proceeded in
examining and reprieving or condemning,
till the jails were quite clear. I never cared
to fee mankind put to death, or otherwife
cruelly treated ; and therefore I faw only fix,
the laft of that great number, who fuffered at
that time; and this was the reafon of my
going at this time. I was well affured, that
one of thefe pirates had confefled voluntari-
ly, that he had murdered in cold blood fix-
teen unfortunate merchants, amongft whom
were many Indians, who, it is well known,
being worthippers of fire, never attempt to
Kill any creature : And this cruelty he exer-

cifed
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cifed as a piece of diverfion, contrary to the
prayers of all his wicked brethren.

The Governor could not help afking him
the reafon he had for exercifing {o much
cruelty on innocent men. He, thinking
that he was only to be hanged, anfwered,
that every one had their own different plea-
fures, and that was one of his : And added,
that it was fo much his favourite one, that,
faid he, if I was fure to be hanged alive by
the ribs ; was I at liberty, and had the {fame
opportunity I had formerly, I would do what
I formerly did. Upon this the Governor
pronounced fentence of death upon him, or-
dering, that he fhould fuffer by being hung
up alive by the ribs, and fhould remain hapg-
ing till he was quite dead. This ftory was
immediately told through the whole city.
When I heard of it, I doubted not that I
would have had courage to have feen fuch a
monfter punifhed, if it were poflible, in a
more cruel manner, and therefore refolved
to go. The officer who commanded the
guards was my patient and acquaintance ; I
accordingly walked with him. The Ruf
fians have no fheriff, any officer being
thought fufficient to f(ee the execution per-
formed. I was enclofed by three rows of
foldiers, together with their officers, a few
ipectators, the prieft, malefactors, and exe-
cutioners. One was hanged, two loft their
heads with an ax, and two were broken lI”J]Y

the
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the wheel, in the ordinary way ; but this
wretch, who was referved to the laft, with-
out the fmalleft fign of uneafinefs or fear,
whofe dreadful vi{age frightened me and
feveral others, went and laid him himfelf
down upon the bark of a tree, and with his
own hand pulled up his fhirt, to difcover the
ribs on his right fide. The executioner im-
mediately cut through betwixt the feventh
and eighth rib, as near as I could judge at
the diftance ; and in attempting to cut be-
tween the 1oth and 1 1th his knife broke near
the point. He had not another, and was
going to fend to the city to have this repair-
ed, when the malefactor called out, that it
would take up too much time ; adding, that
he might fharpen it himfelf; which was ac-
cordingly agreed to. And thus fharpened
upon a rough free ftone, with it he perform-
ed the reft of the operation between the tenth
and eleventh ribs, and then took a large hook
fixed to a rope at one end, introduced it in-
to one wound and pufhed it out of the other
near the point. The hook was perforated,
the hole was like a flit ; into this the execu-
tioner introduced a piece of thin iron doubled
at its {fmalleft extremity, which he preffed a-
funder, and fixed it {o that it rendered quite
impoffible for the malefactor to unhook him-
{elf. During this long painful operation,
the malefactor made no figns of uneafinefs,
but affifted in giving directions. The rope

before



158 VOY AGS axvp

before mentioned was run over a pully fixed
at the end of the gibbet ; the extreme end
was held by one of the executioners. When
all was ready, they pulled him up hanging
by the two ribs to the arm of the gibbet, let-
ting about one yard of the rope remain be-
tween his ribs and the pully, 'When he was
pulled from the ground he only groaned,
and feized hold of the rope, I fuppolfe, to
cafe the pain, with hishand ; and railed at the
government, no doubt, with a view to ir-
ritate the officer to caufe the foldiers fhoot
him : But in this he was deceived ; for the
commander having appointed proper centi-
nels, marched home. This miferable crea-
ture died on the third day ; nor would the
governor permit him to be fhot, which is
{fometimes done.

This was the laft execution T ever faw in
Ruflia ; and though I imagined that I could
have with pleafure feen fuch an abandoned
barbarous villain torn all to pieces, it is im-
poffible to defcribe the condition I was in
during the time of fo terrible punifhments ;
and though I took a few glafles of wine, yet
I frequently had near fainted. It was im-
pollible to get out of the ring of {oldiers, for
they were prefled hard by many thoufand
people behind.

-~

C-H-A PR
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CH A P. XIII

Concerning whar bappened remarkable in Ruffia
and Aftrachan during the courfé of the year

1744-

Uss14a was this year at peace with all her
neighbours; nor did many things worth
uotice happen in the empire or Aftrachan.
Ruffia was courted by the belligerent powers
in Europe ; by the Britifh, to aflift them; by
the French, fince they found that policy would
not allow of their taking their fide in the
quarrel, at leaft not to affift their enemies. -
The minifters on both fides of the difpuce at
Mofcow did all that was in their power for
the intereft of their refpective mafters. At
laft, word was brought to Aftrachan, that the
Marquis de Chetardie, who had been greatly
carefled at the court of Ruffia, ever fince the
Emprefs Elizabeth mounted the throne, was.
fuddenly fent out of the country by the Em-
prels’s {pecial orders, under the guard of a fer-
jeant and a few foldiers, to convey himoverthe
borders of Ruffia, in a limited time; and totake
care that he, (Chetardie) got leave to fpeak
with none till he was outof the empire ; faid
to be occafioned by his treafonable practices
againft the perfon of her Imperial Majefty ;
concerning which a refcript was fent to all
the foreign ambaffadors at that court, dated
the
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the 6th of June. This was as ftrange as
fudden ; nor did I hear ahy rational account
of it till I arrived in St Peterfburgh in the
year 1748. If the following account is true, .
which I believe is nearly fo, fcarcely any
hiftory can give fuch another of fo much le-
nity for fo hainous crimes, as was fhown this
Marquis: He; before this, lidd received many
very diftinguifhed marks of the Empre(s’shigh
and fingular efteem, befides many very vas
Iuable prefents, beyond any ever conferred
upon any former foreigh minifter. He was
honoured with the Empre{s’s picture, which
he wore upon his breaft fec round with very
richand valuable jewels. He was alfo ho-
noured with the order of St Andrew, adorn-
ed with many diamonds of great value, fuf-
pended by a chain of gold, ornamented with
the moft brilliant jewels. The laft time he
arrived in Ruflia, though in a private cha-
racter, and no ambaflador, T was well aflu-
red that he was received at Riga with honours
only due to a crowned head ; and had the
expences of his journey magnificently de-
frayed by the Emprefs; and now he was
difmifled under the cuftody of a ferjeant, a
prifoner, for two of the worft crimes in the
world, treafon, and the blackeft ingratitude.
At this time the Emprefs thewed the moft re-
markable lenity to one of the vileft wretches,
when compared to the extreme feverity to
her own fubjects for only unguardedly fpeak-

ing,
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ing, as was taken notice of formerly : Which
indeed, not unrealonably, rendered her cen-
{urable by knowing men.

The following is the account I had from
different people, .in which they all agreed.
Whilft Marquis Chetardie was in the very
height of favour, his palace was fuddenly be-
fer with 300 foldiers, his papers were feized,
and he was kept a ftrict prifoner for three
days ; during which time he did not fhew a-
ny greatnefs of foul; e contra, very great
Weaknefs; probably felf-condemned by his
own confcience, and expecting the punifh-
ment which he well deferved.  The ftory is
this : Marquis Chetardie had engaged fome
of the Emprefs’s fubje(ts, not only to de-
throne her, who had loaded him with ho-
Nours, but to murder her in the moft cruel
manner, by burning her and the court, by
fetting fire to the palace, which was built of
wood ; for which execution he had engaged
forty wretches to perform that piece of dia-
bolical villainy in the night-time. This pa-
lace was in the country, diftant about two
verfts from Mofcow. Forty men were actually
fized in one night by the guards, and
Plenty of combuftible compofitions was found
Upon them, which could be for no other pur-
Pofe.  An ambaflador from a court,which I
thall not name, though it cannot be efteemed
difrefpectful or difhonourable either to his
Country or to himfelf, difcovered this plot by

A means
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means of his fervant, a Frenchman, who
was his valet de chambre. = The ambaflador
came, after fome time, to underftand that
the court of France were in poffeflion of all
his fecret tranfactions, as foon, at leaft, if not
{ooner, than his own court, Being a man
of good fenfe, and great refolution, he could
fufpet none of his fervants, except the
Frenchman. He called him into a room at
a diftance from the reft of his family, and
there threatened to put him to death, if he
did not only confefs his fault, but tell him e
very action he had done.  The poor wretch,
atraid of inflant death, knowing that his
mafter would have put his threats in imme-
diate execution, fell at his feet, and, amongﬂ:
other things, told him,

That Chetardiec had promifed him five
hundred ducats, and already had partly paid
him the money, in order to get his fecrets.
In order to do which, he one day had a pro”
per opportunity, and took the impreffion ©
the key of his mafler’s cabinet, where all 13
principal papers lay, upon a piece of wa¥s
by which means he got a key made, which
opened that repofitory 5 which he then pro-
duced : He faid, that when his mafter went
abroad, which was frequently the cafe, D¢
had copied all his papers, unperceived by 2
ny of the family, and delivered them to the
marquis or his fecretary, and alfo the key®

or cyphers to his letters: He faid, that he
was
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was always treated with great refpect by the
marquis and his family, and that frequently
they fpoke before him, without any reftraint,
many of their fecrets, and gave his mafter
at that time fome inftances, which he knew
to be true. |

Upon this information, his mafter granted
him his life, and agreed to pay him one thou-
fand ducats, if he could get at fome fecret
doings which he knew the marquis was a-
bout at that time ¢ The valet promifed, and,
ina few days thereafter, difcovered the hor-
rid plot of burning the palace, of which, he
faid, amongft many other picces of intelli-
gence, he was preparing to {end off advice
10 his correfpondents in Paris that day. I
Was told that the ambafladot aflured his va-
let, that, if this piece of intelligence proved
true, he would caufe pay him the thoufand
ducats, but if falfe, he fhould fuffer death.
The Frenchman difcovered upon this occa-
fion no figns of fear, though he was locked
Up in a ftrong cellar, till the truth was dif~
Covered.

The ambaflador, then ill of the gout, gave
Proper notice to Count Beftucheff the grand
Chancellor, and required that all fecrecy
fhould be kept, and that the guards fhould
be alert, and feize all fulpelted perfons, e-
fpecially in the night-time : By this means,
thefe forty perfons above-mentioned were ac-
tally feized in one night, which put a flop

to
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to any other attempt, as their accomplices
were all difcovered, with Chetardie at the
head of them. It was faid, that he alfo de-
manded that the grand chancellor (hould
fend off a trufty courier to intercept the mel-
fenger which M. Chetardie had difpatched
for Paris. Mr Beftucheff, for fome reafons
unknown, did not think proper to fend any
to overtake the French meffenger ; but fent
proper paffports to the difcoverer of this
hellifh plot, who difpatched a trufty meflen-
ger to overtake the Frenchman, who, he un-
derftood at the poft-houfe, had left Mofcow
about twelve hours before he fet out: He
pofted, without any reft, till he arrived at
Dantzick, where he learned that the French
meflenger had gone to bed for the firft time
fince he left Mofcow. The other, however,
immediately took horfe, and rode out of
Dantzick into fome thicket on the other fide
of that city, and there waited for the arrival
of the Frenchman ; nor did he wait long till
he made his appearance, whom he intercept
ed, feized his papers, and made the beft of
his way to Berlin, where he was furnifhed
with the French cyphers, and then returned
to Mofcow, with full and clear evidence ©

that villainous treachery.

Then it was that the marquis’s houfe was
furrounded with foldiers, who {hipe&ed no
harm ; all his writings were feized, and a'l
correfpondence with others cut off. In this

) miferable
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miferable condition, not knowing what was
to be his fate, he remained three days, in the
greateft anxiety, which he could not help
difcovering. At laft, he was made acquaint-
ed with the Empre(s’s pleafure, which was,
that he was to be fent from Mofcow in 24
hours, efcorted by a ferjeant and a few fol-
diers ; that he was to pafs the borders of Ruf-
fia in three days after his departure from
Mofcow ; and laftly, that, as he had behaved
with fuch indifcretion, to call it no worfe, he
was deemed unworthy of the honour of
wearing the Emprefs’s picture, which was
reftored.

Marquis Chetardie loft no time in giving
off all his affairs to Monfieur Pallion, and
made his exit from Mofcow with the greateft
expedition; nor did he ftop till he was in Ri-
ga, which is diftant but about fifteen verfts
from the borders. Here he begged leave to
take a few hours reft, which the ferjeant
granted ; but his fleep was not Jong ; for a
captain of the guards arrived {oon after, and
roufed him from his fleep. He was fent to
demand the order of St Andrew, which, in
the hurry, had been forgotten. The mar-
quis, now near the borders, ftormed, and
did not care to part with the treafure, which,
he faid, he efteemed part of his eftate. The
captain faid that he M. Chetardie muft ei-
ther deliver the order, in the fame condition
he received it from the Emprefs, into his

hands ;
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hands ; ‘or elfe he would carry him and it
directly back to Mofcow ! At the mentioning
of this, the marquis hefitated not to deliver
the order. The. captain took only the or-
der and ribbon, but, after defacing the
workmanfhip, he reftored to Chetardie all
the gold and {tones,  telling him at the
fame time that he had no orders to take
any value from him ; but  that the Em-
prefs would not permit any, fo unwor-
thy as he was, to be honoured with any
badge of her favour. Monfieur Marqms
was glad to get away fo eafily.

Few treafonable practices of the like na-
ture I imagine have ever been carried on in
any European Court with impunity : But
none ever efcaped fo well as this moft un-
grateful marquis. It is very well known
that the Emprefs beftowed npon him many
undelerved favours, and diftinguifhed him
beyond all the foreign minifters. For all
which he moft treacheroufly intended, not
only to have her dethroned, but put to the
moft cruel death 3 and yet the marquis
was not punifhed by his mafter, though he
Chetardie bafely traduced her character. I
was told by people who faw his papers, that
Lhe had wrote fo f{candaloufly, without the
leaft ground of truth, againft the Emprefs,
that one out of ten thoufand ladies, in pri-
vate life, never could have tmglvcn him.

By fo doing, his court loft any remains of
friend(hip
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friendfhip which they had, and that {o uni-
verfally, that it was really dangerous for a
Frenchman to walk the ftreets; and the
Britifh, who before this were looked up-
on with an indifferent eye, were now in
a diftinguithed manner univerfally carefled.
I know not but this laft treachery of Che-
tardie’s laid the foundation of the treaty con-
cluded between Great-Britain and Ruflia in
the year 1745, by the late Earl of Hyndford,
by which the feafonable fuccour of forty-
five thoufand men were fent to the atliftance
of Great-Britain ; who, though they did not
march farther than Prague,were the true caufe
of peace being made in fo great a hurry.

I took no notice of the accufation of the
Emprefs of Germany’s minifter Marquis de
Botta laft year, by the Emprefs of Ruflia,
becaufe I ever looked upon it as falfe, and
doubt not that it was contrived and carried
on by the wretch Chetardie.

Little elfe happened worth relating this
year, except the marriage of his Imperial
Highnels with the Princefs of Zerbft, now
the reigning Emprefs, after fhe had publicly
embraced the Greek religion. This marriage,
it was faid, was extremely brilliant, and gave
the good Emprefs Elifabeth the greateft fa-
tisfaction ; for fhe loved her nephew with
the greateft fincerity, nor could any thing
have given her Majefty greater fatisfaltion
: than
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than that which contributed to his Imperial
Highnefs’s well-being.

At Aftrachan, early in the {pring, a body
of Kalmucks, unknown to the Ruffians, pafi-
ed the Volga, and very unexpectedly fell up-
on the Caracalpaaks, making many prifoners,
and drove away with them many thoufand
cattle of all kinds; and, altogether unpercei-
ved, returned into their own country before
the Caracalpaaks could aflemble a body of
men flrong enough to make head againft
them.

The Kalmucks in time of war are armed
with a bow and a quiver full of arrows of
different fhapes, and a large fcymitar. Eve-
ry man has at leaft two horfes, left one fhould
be rendered ufelefs: Thus equipped, they
march on till they draw near to their ene-
mies, feeding their cattle daily. They need
neither bridges nor boats to crofs rivers, for
I have feen thoufands crofs the Volga by
fwimming their cattle over ; if any of them
are in danger of being drowned, they let
them (hift for themfelves; and if any of them
die in the defart, or are rendered unable to
march, they kill them, cut them in pieces,
and give a piece to every one who may have
need of it; and thefe fick or dead horfes ferve
them for provifion.

The Caracalpaaks purfued the Kalmucks
to the banks of the Volga, but they had got

clear over with all their prifoners and plun-
der
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der before they arrived. The Caracalpaaks
applied to the governor, and he to the Prince
of the Kalmucks, for {atisfation, but none
‘could be given. Donduck pretended he
could not, after: all the pains he had taken,
difcover that any of his men had paffed the
Volga. The Caracalpaaks, finding that they
could get no redrefs, left the banks of the
Volga, and returned home, where they re-
mained quiet all this fommer ; but, {o foon
as the froft had rendered travelling on the ice
fafe, they returned in the winters of 1744
and 1745, and traverfed the Volga between
the Cafpian fea and Aftrachan, killing the
old and young poor Kalmucks, and captiva-
ting only the youth who were healthy, up-
on the banks of the Volga ; for Donduck
had retired with his warriors and great herds
to the borders of Circaflia, which, as was for-
merly faid, they do yearly. News of this irrup-
tion and devafltation having been brought to
the governor, and of the country where they
then were, he ordered three hundred dra-
goons, with two field-pieces, two thoufand
Coflacks, and about as many Tartars, to
march, and endeavour to way-lay them. At
this time the Caracalpaaks were on the weft
branches of the Volga and were returning eaft
with their plunder. The Ruffians marched
flraight fouth, and, by the direétion of their
‘fpies,,camc up ‘with them,  encamped on an
land which reached to the Cafpian. Unfors

Y tunately
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tunately for the Caracalpaaks they loft a day,
treating with the Ruflians, in which time the
weather turned warm, and rendered the ice
impaflible fouthwards. The Ruffians de-
manded that they fhould deliver themfelves
up prifoners, and at the {fame time take care
that no violence was offered to the unfortu-
nate Kalmucks, who were made prifoners by
them. The Caracalpaaks did not relifh fuch
propofals, and, having tried in vain to pafs
over the ice, they, being about fifteen thou-
fand, made a very fudden unexpeéted at-
tack upon the Ruflians, and actually, brave-
ly broke through them, got over the ice, and
fled to the defart, leaving about three hun-
dred Kalmuck prifoners fixed to their horfes,
by tying their feet with cords to one another
under the horfes bellies.  The Ruffians pur-
fued, without having time to look after the
Kalmucks, the enemy about thirty verfts in-
to the defart, without making many' prifon-
ers, but a very few wounded. At their re-
turn, they were very much{urprized and grie-
ved to find that the Kalmucks had not only
gone away, but had carried fome thoufands of
horfes, camels, and other cattle with them.
The Ruffian horfes were quite fatigued, and
confequently could make no proper pur-
fuit : The Coflacks and Tartar horfes wer€
in the fame condition. The Coffacks and
Tartars had loft very many horfes who were
feeding on thefe iflands which the Caracal-

paaks
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paaks paflfed through, and the villainous
Kalmucks made no manner of fcruple to
feize them, notwithftanding that their pro-
prietors had juft redeemed them from perpe-
tual {lavery, nor could they ever be heard of
again.

Some hundreds of the Caracalpaaks were
killed, fome wounded, and brought to Aftra-
chan, where they foon expired, no care ha-
ving been taken of them. The Ruffians loft
an enfign, run into the right eye with a {pear,
and four or five dragoons ; one ferjeant loft
his arm by the ftroke of a fcymitar ; a very
few of the irregulars were killed and wound-
ed. The field-pieces and {mall arms deftroy-
ed the Caracalpaaks ; but our men were
wounded either with arrows, {pears, or {cy-
mitars, and fome by bruifes from the horfes.
It was remarkable that they made no at-
tempt upon the dragoons, bur kept at as
great diftance as they could, and made their
way through the Coffacks and Tartars, who,
though very obflinate, were obliged to yield
to the power of fuperior numbelq This
ation put a check to the inroads of thefe
barbarous Caracalpaaks only for one year;
for they are irreconcileable enemies to the
Kalmucks, nor can all the power and policy
of Ruffia keep peace between them. Fre-
quently have the Caracalpaaks fupplicated
the protection of Ruffia ; only, I fufpeét, to

amuie
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amufe them, whilft they intend fome affanle
againft their enemies the Kalmucks.

C HAP XV

Concerning what happened in Aftrachan during
the Year 1744.

Aving given an account of all the pub-
H lic affau‘s which bappened this year, it
remains only to take notice of what proper-
ly happened in Aftrachan, which I {hall do
as briefly as poflible. In the month of May,
our governor was taken ill of a very danger-
ous petechial fever, from which he had great
difficulty of efcaping, yet he not only reco-
vered, but gained a better ftate of health than
he had experienced for fome years before ;
and I got a very handfome prefent for
the care I took of him. The gentlemen of
the army, who indeed had no great reafon
to love him, were much difappointed at his
recovery, and made no fecret of faying fa.
He was very weak, when fome diforder in
Circaffia obliged him to call a council ; but,
it feems, he for once was over-ruled by them.
This difappointment had very nigh caufed 2
relapfe: However, having recovered his tem-
per, he reprefented all his grievances to St
-Peterfburgh.  What anfwer he got, I know
not, nor any thing about the affair ; only,
one day Mr Pundt and I were {ummoned to
appear immediately in the caflle. When we

came
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came into the governor’s prefence, the affef-
{or, commandant, and one fecretary were
prefent : The governor put into our hands
an order, commanding us to prepare three
dofes of poifon, each of which fhould be fuf-
ficient to kill a fltrong man. * I ftared, and
never, I think, was fo confounded in my
lifetime, and for fome time unable to fpe'&k
one word. My colleague was very little bet-
ter. The governor, obferving our great fur-
prize and difquietude, defired us therefore
to go and confult together, telling us at the
fame time, that this was by her Imperial Ma-
jefty’s pofitive orders, and fhowed us five or
fix fheets of paper, all wrote over, figned
by the Emprefs, but he did not poeint out a-
ny place making mention of the poifon. I de-
fired Mr Pundt to retire, and confult-what
was to be done ; for it fignified little to ar-
gue with the governor. Mr Pundt had not
the refolution which T was happily endued
with : He, I dare {ay, was a very good man,
but was of fuch a timorous difpofition, that
he would have fubmitted to caufe prepare -
fome poifon, agreeable to the governor’s de-
fire, if I had not powerfully oppofed it. I
put him in remembrance of Peter the Great’s
regulation, commanding, under the pains
of death, . that none {hould prepare or
give poilon to any, or by any great man’s
order. I then hinted at the bold and bad
charadter which the governor had acquired

thro’
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thro’ all Ruflia ; and therefore concluded,
that little truft was to be put in his affevera-
tions, fo much unlike the merciful difpofition
and good will of the Emprefs to all men. I
oblerved to him, that although I well knew
many poifonous minerals and vegetables, as
well as animals, yet I knew nothing of the
pradlice, and confequently our plea would be
good and honourable to plead ignorance. I
obferved to him, that though we were en-
joined to keep fecrct thefe orders, that might
proceed from the fear the governor might
be under, that fuch inhuman practice
might be difcovered, yet if the Emprels
had any knowledge of this affair, it would
have been more agreeable to her well-known
fagacity and wifdom, to have caufed prepare
that . diabolical poilon in - St - Peterfburgh
by the direction of her own phyficians,
where, no doubt, all kinds of medicines
were to be had in abundance, than fend,
orders for that purpofe to a remote place,
where neither proper medicines wer€
kept, nor a certainty of being able to get
qualified men fit for preparing it. 1 ufed
many more arguments, but concluded with
faying, that it was not impoffible that it
might be intended againft the Emprefs her-
{elf and fome of her miniftry ; that I was
determined to plead ignorance, and refolved
rather to {uffer death for not doing harm t©

any man, than to do an action damnccé b)i
od
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God and man, and againft the very funda-
mental laws of the nation,which we had both

fworn to obferve with the greateft honour.
In fthort, I prevailed upon Mr Pundt to
agree with me in a report, reprefenting, in
few words, that we engaged to ferve the em-
pire, by contributing what we could for the
recovery of any of her Majefty’s fubjects, or
others put under our care; but denied that
we could have any idea of engaging to ferve
in any other capacity, and far lefs in a way of
which we frankly confeffed ourignorance, and
confequently demonftrated the impoflibility.
Withareport of this kind we went tothe gover-
nor, who, in place of receiving us kindly, fell
into a dreadful rage, calling us rebels, and
threatening us with deferved death for difo-
bedience. Pundt was at once reduced to a
ftate of infenfibility, as if thunder-ftruck, or
petrified ; the red colour fled from his face.
1 was determined to fivim through this fea of
bitternefs. [ indifferently told the governor,
that no government who retained the leaft
fenfe of honour and equity, could punifh a
man for being ignorant of that which he ne-
ver profefled: That this was truly my cafe;
and that T neither could, nor confequently
would alter my refolution. Then the go-
vernor {poke to us in a more friendly man-
ner, ufingall his fubtile arguments to get us
to confult again about this hellith affair. 1
imagine
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imagine men are glad to get a little time fo
reflect upon the confequences of dangerous
affairs : This was at leaflt my cafe. 1 there-
fore defired Mr Pundt to go and reconfider
every thing ; at which the governor’s coun-
tenance brightened not a little.  And at the
{ame time I hefitated not to acquaint the go-
vernor, that it would have been more proper
to have appointed the field apothecary for
fuch an affair, whofe profeflion made him
more fit than we could be, as he was ac-
quainted with the daily practice of making
all kinds of compounds. - He upon this gave
ordersto Mr Magdeburgh, avery ingenious a-
pothecary, and who, Iimaginéd, never would
have {ubmitted to any thing of that kind ;
becaufe I efteemed him a very good kind of
man. At our meeting, Mr Magdeburgh was
feized with an univerfal tremor, and declared
his ignorance. But, what furprized me much,
he faid, that he had orders, and was ready to
difpenfe any kind of medicine we fhould de-
mand. Mr Pundt and T both argued, that,
by his oath, and the meaning of the funda-
mental regulations of Peter the Great, he was
bound to let no poifonous medicine go out
of his fhop, more efpecially if he knew it to
be fuch.  In fhort, the apothecary’s unftea-
dy fearful difpofition forced me to leave off
arguing, and fly to my former friendly argu-
ment, ignorance ; and by this I did abide.

* Dinner
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Dinner-time was now come the fecond day,
and our final refolution was te be given into
the chancery at five of the clock afternoon.
I no fooner went home, than, in place of
eating my dinner, went to bed. I confefs I
never was {o vexed in my life-time ; nor
durft I unbofom my brealt to my wife, or a-
ny other, fecrecy being the principal article
in the order: However, I defigned not to
rife from my bed till this weighty affair was
over. Mr Pundtfent to defire my attendance.
He was anfwered, that I was fick. He
then came to me, {at down on my bed-fide,
and having fhut the door, weeped likea child.
After much dilcourfe, he confented to do any
thing which I fhould agree to, and would urge
nothingelfe. Upon this Ileft my bed,andwrote
two letters, one to a trufty friend in St Peter(-
burgh, anotherto Lord T yravily, then Britifh
ambaflador at the court of Ruffia, reprefenting
theleaffairs. A third wasfigned by usboth,and
direéted to Count Leftoig, general director of
medicalaffairs. Thele letters we deliveredinto
the handsof a trufty friend, to be fent off to St
Peter{burgh, if we were arrefted.  Then we -
made out a thort report to the governor, de-
claring our ignoranee, and the impoffibility
of obeying his order. We went both together
to deliver it ; and I can fay with truth, that,
whereas formerly my foul was difturbed and
agitated like a raging feca, now I was quite
calm, and rather joyful: Nor did I much
care for the confequence, nor fear it. ~ As we
were
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were going to the caftle gate, I (never can
forget it), and not dreamingany harm, hap-
pening to caft my eye on a monument, upon
the top of which were fixed upon pikes four
heads and fome hands of malefactors; in
the exultation of my foul at my fortune, I
faid, Mr Pundt, take notice of thefé heads ;
Who knows but your’s and mine may have
the honour to be placed there, to the dif*
grace of the governor?  He looked, and was
feized with a tremor and ftupidity, which °
did not leave him foon. [ was extremely
forry for my indifcreet rathnels, efpecially as
I had great difficulty to get him perfuaded
to proceed to the plecawfe, or government’s
chancery. But whillt we were in this di-
lemma, an expre(s from the governor quick-
encd our motions, We found the governor
in the great hall on the judge’s feat. He
gently reproved us for taking up fo much
time ; and he ordered the fecretary trufted
with this black affair to take it from us, make
hafte, and fend it off. 'The fecretary recei-
ved our report, retired into his own private
chamber ; but foon returned, and acquaint-
ed the governor, that we declared we could
not do it. I never happened to {ee any man
fly into fuch a furious paflion ; all reafon
feemed at once to have forfaken him. He
beat his own hand with his cane, violently
left his feat, and walked towards us like 2

bedlamite ; but half way he turned fhort, and
reeled
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recled about the hall, raving like a mad man..
At laft, when he was almoft fpent with an-
ger, he took his feat, and in calmnefs order-
ed the fecretary to get ready in all hafte a
courier for the cabinet; adding, that he
{hould prepare a report, acquainting the ca-
“binet of our difobedience, and requiring to
know fpeedily what punithment f{hould be
inflicted upon us. At the mentioning of dif-
obedience and punifhment, I could contain
my{elf no longer, not caring what the con-
fequence might be. I faid, that we were not
difobedient, but ignorant : That we deferved
better treatment for our faithful fervices;
but fince that could not be got, I added, that
I had already petitioned for my difcharge,and
now would proceed in taking every poflible
method to obtain it: That [ doubted not
the high Cabinet would do us the juftice to
order us to be tried by a court-martial, where
I (hould fear nothing. Having finithed, we
ftaid a little longer. At laft I atked Mr
Pundt to go away. He faid, that he was a-
fraid we would be ftopped ; upon which I
went off, bidding him follow. And thus
this weighty affair ended. At my return
home, 1 inftantly petitioned a third or fourth
time the Medicine Chancery for my difcharge.
The late King had, by proclamation, order-
ed home all his {ubjels who were employed
in foreign fervice, before this time. And in
confequence of this, I, as foon as I had read
the
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the proclamation, immediately folicited my
difcharge, efpecially as the King had promi-
fed immediate employment in his fleet or ar-
mies, to thofe who obeyed this command. I
determined never to go to the governor, un-
Yefs fent for ; and this refolution I kept tiil
I was appointed by another command ; for
I could not obtain my difcharge then.

About this time another very difagreeable
barbarous affair happened, which, with
many others, I do not chufe to repeat,
convinced me, thatthe Cabinet knew nothing
of this poifonous affair, efpecially when I
confider that no notice was ever taken of it
to us.

An Armenian merchant arrived in Aftra-
chan : He brought with him many jewels of
great value.  The governor having received
advice of it, fent for him, and defired to fee
his jewels, telling him, that he had an order
to buy up large good jewels for the Emprefs.
The merchant, fearing nothing, delivered
the jewels unto the governor, and left them
with him. Next day I was prefent, when
the governor fent for the merchant, and,
letting him fee the jewels, faid, that two
ftones were falfe, being nothing elfe than
pafte. The merchant anfwered, that thele
ftones were the fame he had delivered to the
governor ; and that if' they were pafte, he,
the merchant, would be a very confiderable
lofer.  The governor alledged, that he

brought
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brought them with a view to cheat the peo-
ple in Ruflia ; becaufe, faid he, you who
trade in that way could not be ignorant of
their bad quality.,  The poor man protefted,
that he had not had an opportunity, as yet,
of making any trial.  Notwithftanding this,
the governor caufed carry the poor ftranger
to the caravanfery where the Armenians
lodged, and there torture him with the curfed
knout, of which torture he died the day
thereafter.  What he did = with the man’
trealure, is more than I know : But this, and
many other acts of barbarity which he was
guilty of, is enough to caufe any honeft man
to be upon his guard.

Laft year my eldeft fon died, and this year
my wife was fafely delivered of another. I
did not know, having none to advife me,
whom I thould employ to chriften this child,
we having at that time no paftor or minifter
of the reformed religion in Aftrachan. At
latt I determined to employ for this purpofe
a Roman, called John Baptift, whom I had
lately recovered of a droply. Upon fuch
occafions, it is cultomary to invite all friends
and acquaintances, confequently, among ma-
ny others, the governor was invited; but the
ceremony of baptifin was over before hearri-
ved. At his arrival he asked me Who had per-
formed the ceremony ? When I told him, he
fhewed many marks of difpleafure, and was
in a very difagreeable humour all the time of

dinner,
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dinner. When he demanded my reafons for
not employing a Ruffian prieft preferable to
a Roman? 1 anfwered, that I knew very
little of the Armenian religion, nor of the
Roman : That the Ruffian religion was as a-
grecable to me as either of thefe ; but that I
had been well aflured, that from the inftant
that any infant is baptized by a Ruflian prieft,
he is to be educated in their way, and runs
a very greatrisk of lofinghis liberty. At this
he was very angry, making a joke of liberty,
and asking, If i ullians did not live as happily
as the people of other nations 2 To this Lan-
fwered, that I was not of that opinion, and was
determined that my children fhould be edu-
cated according to my own principles, and
retain that liberty, which both his mother and
I bad an undoubted right to, confirmed by
all the Ruflian monarchs fince the reign of
Peter the Great’s father at leaft. He conti-
nued in a very unpleafant humour all the
time he ftaid, which wasnotlong ; for which
our company and I were very thankful, They
all agreed to condemn, upon this occafion,
the governor’s ill-timed difpleafure, efpecial-
ly as he was thought to have no religion ;
for he laughed at his own as much as any o-
ther : But it was only becaufe he had quar-
relled with that prieft a fhort time before this

happened.
Governor Tatifhoff had really more learn-
ing than any man in Ruflia: He had read
very
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very much ; was verfant with the beft au-
thors of philofophy and hiftory. He had
‘been a long time employed in writing the
hiftory of Ruflia ; and, fince his arrival in
Afirachan, had purchafed a book in the Ar-
menian language, giving {fome ancient ac-
counts of Ruflia. At that time there was not
a man to be found in Aftrachan that could
tranflate this book, except Father John Bap-
tilt. The book was carefully tranflated by him,
for which work the governor had promifed
him a fum of money : But, in place of pay-
ing him, he quarrelled, and threatened to le-
vel their monaftery to the ground. But the
Father let him know, that if he proceeded
in the leaft to give him, or any of his hear-
ers, any further trouble, he would not fail to
make a fhitable complaint to the Imperial
ambaflador, who would reprefent his grie-
vances to her Imperial Majefty.  This fmart
veply frightened Tatithoff for once; but he
continued to bear him, and every one who
countenanced him, a grudge.

In the month of Auguft, major Tatifhoff,
the governor’s fon, returned from Circaffia,
whither he had been fent upon fome fecret
expedition, in a bad f{tate of health. He
had fome uncommon fymptoms. Having
been fenc for at a time when I was taking the
air for my health, and confequently not rea-
dily found, Mr Pundt was fent for; whe
declared the major to be in great danger.

Upon
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Upon this, feveral horfemen were difpatched
in queft of me to different places in the coun-
try. They found me refrefhing myfelf af-
ter a ride, under the fhade of' a tree. [ pre=
fently returned to the caftle; and having
confidered the major’s complaints, acquaint-
ed his lady, that T was of opinion he was in
no danger. I was ordered to vifit the go-
vernor as foon as I had given my advice to
his fon; and was not a little furprized to
find the old man in tears, as he was not much
fubject to that weaknefs ; concerning which
I queftioned him. He faid that he had only
one fon, and he could not help being grieved
at the thoughts of lofing him. T anfwered,
that I hoped the caufe of his complaint was
to be removed by proper medicines, and his
native air ; for which reafon 1 advifed him
to get a vifitation of all the furgeons in A-
ftrachan ; becaufe it might be dangerous for
me alone to atteft a man, and let him go in-
to Ruflia, to whom many private affairs were
entrufted. This was agreed to; and as Mr
Pundt and I had no difficulty to engage all
the furgeons in Aftrachan to be of our opi-.
nion, the affair was foon concluded.

I had by this time frequently petitioned
for my difcharge, but could get no manner
of anfwer. Tatithoff knew this, and privately
counterated my endeavours. 1 thought
this was a good opportunity to get out of
the confines of Aftrachan, and endeavour to

§ gek
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get the protection of the Britifh ambaflador.
I acquainted my wife with my fcheme, and
enjoined her not to {peak of it to any. Then
I perfuaded the major, that my attendance
on him, to fee how he agreed with the jour-
ney, might be very neceflary. At which
propofal he was overjoyed, and imme-
diately made a point of it with his fa-
ther. The old man had no objection, only
required that I fhould return as foon as I
thought he was out of danger; to which I
confented.

I do not remember, in the whole courfe
of my life, that I ever ufed any cunning like
this, eithér before or fince ; but neceflity has
no law: I was afraid that I never would be
permitted to go out of Ruffia, if I did not
ufe fome policy. Well, all being agreed up-
on, we left Aftrachan next day; and the
major was fo well pleafed at my readinefs to
oblige him, that, before I left my own houfe,
he fent me a very finé young Tartar horfe,
of the Arabian kind, for which I received
50 rubles. Next day we crofled the Volga,
and travelled on horfeback by land to Tza-
titzin, upon the banks of the Volga, efcorted
by-the major’s fervants, and about fifty Cof-
- facks. 'We on the third day {pied a fmall
body of Kalmucks, to whom our men gave
a purfuit in vain, for they rode off ftraight
into the defart, whither our men, upon their
fatigued horfes, could not purfue them., We

Aa met
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met with nothing elfe to difturb us during
this journey, but in the night time were
much plagued with mufquetoes ; and one
night I could get no reft in my bed for them,
though I was covered with two nets. The
major and his lady were as much difturbed,
though well covered. T fpent the greateft
part of this night fitting in the fmoke of tim-
ber. There are very great variety of black
fnakes, and other ferpents, upon the banks
of thisriver: Many flocksofantelopes, hares are
hereinabundance, a variety of medicinal herbs
grow every where ; but liquorice grows in
fuch plenty, that I am well affured the banks
of the Volga alone, betwixt Aftrachan and
Tchornayar can produce more than is made
ufe of in all Europe. When we arrived at
Tzaritzin, 1 propofed to convey the major to
Tamboff in the province of Veronits, to
which he readily agreed; and from thence I
determined to have proceeded, at my own
expence, by poft to St Peterfburgh: But
next morning, the major fent for me very
early, and fhewed me a letter from his fa-
ther, telling him that he was taken ill, and
therefore required that I fhould be fent back
in all hafte; and that the commandang,
Cultzoff, had alfo laft night received very
peremptory orders for that purpofe. He
made me a handfome prefent of thirty du-
cats, and f{ome trinkets, and ordered every
thing to be got ready, at his charge, for my

conveniency
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conveniency by water. The major and bis
lady were certainly very forry we were to
part {o foon. I was truly much grieved, but
from a very different caufe my grief pro-
ceeded ; my hopes of getting away being un-
expectedly at an end, juft when they were at
the higheft, and at the very point of execu-
tion ; but the old governor was too great a
politician to be over-reached by me.

At this time it was again my fortune to
meet with Lieutenant Colonel Kifhinfkee, in
his way for Aftrachan, and we were both glad
of the opportunity, and refolved to get a
boat large enough for us both, and eight {ol-
diers as ourconvoy. We arrived in Aftrachan
the third day, without meeting with any
thing, except one attempt of a few Kalmucks
in a boat made upon us not far from Tchor-
nayar; but upon feeing our foldiers in an
inftant with their mufquets prefented, they
ftopped their courfe, and begged bread : But
we aflured them, that if they offered to come
nearer than where they were, the colonel
would give orders to fhoot every one of them,
and fo we parted without farther harm.

Atmy arrival I went ftraight to the go-
vernor, who exprefled great pleafure at fee-
ing me in good health, and afked me, If his
fon had fatisfied me for my trouble? I an-
fwvered, that he had, more generoufly than I
expedted.  After a glafs or two of wine, he
defired me to carry home to my wife a finall

prefent
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prefent in a bag which he had got ready on
a table. I took up the bag, and found in it
100 rubles ; for which I returned him hearty
thanks.

This old man made me very many pre=
{ents; yet his univerfal character was fuch
that I never could relith. Nothing could
give me contentment but my departure from
this city 3 for it was no fecret, that the go-
vernor very frequently thewed the greateft
friendfhip for the very perfon he defigned to
deftroy. = It is true, I held him at defiance,
by the laws of God and man ; but he had
many odd ways that would not quadrate
with equity, which were the true caufe of
all my uneafinefs. I alfo longed much to
vifit Great Britain, and fecure the liberty of
my offspring.

One evening, walking with Captain Tan~
defeldt, a Swede, a jeweller, a German, de-
fired me to look upon two rough rubies, and
two diamonds, cut in rofes. I did fo, and
had them weighed. The diamonds were€
Jittle more than half a carat ; one of the ru~
bies weighed five carats ; the other largely
three : They were free of faults ; and the
jeweller offered tocut them both with thelofs
of lefs than one carat, if I would give him,
when his work was done, five rubles. I
thought it was a very good bargain, and a-
greed with him for the five rubles, little
dreaming that I had a fpy with me. Next

morning
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morning I called to fee how far the jeweller
had proceeded in his work.  The poor man
told me that they were all in the governor’s
pofleflion: That Tandefeldt had gone
{traight to him, and told him of our com-
merce. I very properly looked upon this
as bale inthem both, and pitied the poor man,
who durlt not difpute’ with the governor ;
but at the {fame time could not help defpifing
fuch wretches. In this humour I went
ftraight to the governor, and hefitated not
to expoftulate with himabout it, and point out
the action in its proper colours. He fhowed
no anger, but {aid, that, in confideration of
the friendfhip he had always had for me, he
made free toact in this way ; becaufe, faid he,
Borrife, for that was the jeweller’s name, is
a drunkard, and not to be trufted : He would
not have hefitated to have {old them to ano-
ther, for a little more money, even fuppofing
he was {ure to be whipped for it ; therefore,
faid he, I fent for them to make fomewhat
for the major’s lady ; but he defired me to
accept of an amethyft in a prefent, which he
would caufe place in a rinj{. It would have
been imprudent to have difputed with him
about it ; fo I even accepted of his prefent,
which I flill keep. But Tandefeldt did not
efcape fo eafily ; for, in a very few days af-
ter this happened, no officer would keep com-
pany with him; and I never {poke to him
after that day.

CHAP
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CHAP XIV.

Concerning what happened in Aftrachan and
Rauffia in the Year 1745.

Uring the courfe of this year, though all
Europe was at war but Ruffia, who
remained in peace with all her neighbours,
both in Europe and Afia. 1 fhall only ob-
ferve a few tranfactions in which I was con-
cerned ; and firft,

Early in the time of the great lent, the
principal commander of the fleet, retaining
an opinion that I was the caufe of the port’s
having been brought under the command of
the governor, took all opportunities of vex-
ing me, by harafling the people under my
direction, by many ufelefs and infignificant
orders. At laft, I fent a petition to the port,
and reprefented thefe diforders in a ludi-
crous manner, and required that he would
defift from fuch irregular pradtice, contrary
to all regulations, and even common fenfe.
At the fame time, I let the port know, that
it had, by no regulation nor law, any right
to command, or any-ways diftrefs any peo-
ple, of whatever character, depending upon
the medicine-chancery : That for the love 1
had to quietnefs, I had hitherto taken only

verbal notice of thefe things to the command-
er
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er in chief, to which little regard had been
paid : That now I had given written orders
to all men under my command, to pay no
regard to any order from any officer whatfo-
ever, and therefore defired the port would
be pleafed to tranfact their affairs in relati-
on to me, in a regular way, agreeable to the
printed regulations of the empire and the
dictates of human reafon, which alone are
fufficient to deter people from meddling in
matters, of which they cannot have the fmal-
left knowledge. This had the defired effect,
in relation to the people under my eye at
Aftrachan ; but there was a furgeon’s mate
whom I had fent to Chatine Bugori, a Ger-
man, (a commiffary refided there, being a
finall fea-port, as commander in chief,)who,
for mal-practices, had been turned out of the
{ea-hofpital by my predeceflor Mr Malloch,
with a regiftrated decree never to be appoint-
ed by the hofpital again, and the reafons why
this was enacted. This man was of a very
turbulent temper, o that the officers at Aftra-
chan were continually kept in a very difa-
greeable fituation by his madnefs ; wherefore,
they fent him there to plague his inferiors,
for it appeared they durft not bring him to a
court-martial, becaufe he had it in his power
to accufe every one of them. The furgeon’s
mate had not been long there, till he ac-
quainted me by a petition, that the commif~
fary was very unkind to him, and ordered

him
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him to tranhfact affairs no-way relating to his
bufinefs ; concerning which I complained to
the port, ordered the mate to repair imme-
diately to the hofpital, and fent, in his place,
a Ruffian, every whit as turbulent and liti-
gious as the commiffary, and one who knew
the regulations well. He had not been long
there, till Lieutenant Glafsfotd, a Britith gen-
tleman, was fent there to command. Mr
Glafsford fent this commiffary to Aftrachan,
having been made acquainted with his cha-
racter.  The port appointed him to the ho-
fpital, imagining that T knew fhothing of the
decree which Mr Malloeh had formerly got
pafled upon him, in the place of a very good
worthy Raffidn gentlemian, who,before he left
the hofpital, procired me a copy of the re-
giftréd fentence. He behaved very well, on-
ly for a few days ; after that, he began to
make me acquainted with his drunkennefs
and folly ; and, 4t laft, quarrelled with that
mate formerly mentioned, at midnight, dif*
turbing, by his ill-timed noife, the fick and
others in the hofpital. Next morning, 4
comphint having been made to me by fome
of the principal people in the hofpital, I
reprefented it to the port, and required that
he fhould inftantly be difmifled the hofpital;
declaring at the fame time my knowledge of
his former irregularity, and the fentence pal
fed againft him by the port; affuring them,
that if my rcafonable requeft was not com*

‘ ‘ plied
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plied with, I would inftantly reprefent the
whole affair to the medicine-chancery, and
at the fame time hold the port anfwerable
for whatever irregularities might happen in
the hofpital : And finally, required the other
commiflary to be appointed.

The commander, with 2 few of the offi-
cers, came to the holpital to fee to get this
amicably ended ; but, forefecing the danger
that the fick and others would be fubjected
to by fuch a madman, I abfolutely refufed {o
much as to {peak with the commiffary, far lefs
agree. Upon which, they were even obliged to
retain that fool by the port, where he was
worfe than a fifcal, and to the hofpital the
old commiffary. One day early in the {pring,
the fick made complamt of their beef, and
many would not eat it, protefting that it was
no better than carrion. It was new Lent,

and the commiflary faid alfo, that it was not
good. I demanded, according to the fenfe
of the regulations, that he would fend im-
mediately for what remained of that meat
for a general furvey, and that if the contrac-
tor would not part with it; to take it by
force. A corporal and four foldiers brought
it immediately to the holpital, and, being as
bad as was reprelented, 1 petitioned the port
to order immediately a vifitation of all the
officers, with the fifcal, to determine, Whe-
ther {fuch meat was as bad as was reprefent-

ed?
Bb My
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My commander imagined, (without giving
himfelf time calmly to confider that I was
acting up to the meaning of the regulations,
and for the general good of every one con-
cerned,) that I defpifed his authority : He
went to the governor, and delivered into his
hands a petition complaining of me. Upon
this the governor iffued out orders for all the
officers in the fleet, in company with Mr
Pundt fupreme furgeon to the garrifon, to
vifit the hofpital. The commiflary and 1
had, feeing there was no anfwer from the
port that day, fecured the meat in the ice-
cellar, and placed both our feals upon the.
door, which prevented, as far as art could,
any confiderable change of the quality of the
meat.

Next morning, walking in the gallery, I
{pied many chailes and horfemen coming
from the city, and {oon was agreeably in-
formed, that they came to infpect the meat.
1 afked Mr Pundt what had brought him?
He produced an order from the governor,
and faid that it was very difagreeable to him,
obferving, that our commander looked very
fullen, and feemed to be in no good hu-
mour. I took very little notice of him, but
defired the gentlemen to walk through the
wards, and make the proper enquiries at the
fick ; which being done, and their anfwers
being agreeable to the meaning of my peti-
tion, I next caufed produce the meat, at the

fight
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fight of which the commander faid, that it
was not very good. I anfwered, that it was
contrary to the regulations for him to fay a-
ny thing about it, feeing he had made him-
felf an a&ting party againft me, who ftudied
to {upport good ceconomy in my hofpital a-
gainft his interefted ways; and, in her Ma-
jefty’s name, I demanded that the fifcal
fhould fpeak his mind without referve: And
thus every officer, from thc youngeft to the
eldeft, gave it againft the meat; but I que-
{tioned Mr Pundt more minutely, who an-
{wered to all my queftions, that fuch meat
could not be good nourifhment, and might
caufe many difeafes, which was not only
contrary to the fenfe of Peter the Great’s re-
gulations, but likeways to many orders which
both he and I were in pofleflion of, from the
medicine-chancery : And laftly, if he did not
think thatany phyfician or {urgeon who would
permit the fick to eat fuch meat, juftly de-
ferved to be punifhed, fince it could not pro-
ceed from a knowledge of his duty; but ei-
ther from ignorance, carelefsnefs, or a vil-
lainous defire of gain at the expence of the
fick, in defiancé of her Majelty’s regulations
and orders of juftice to the fick, and the fear
of God.

After this was all written and figned, I
begged leave to let me make an experiment
on the meat, which being granted, I ordered
four grey-hounds to be brought, to {ee whe-

th(i‘r
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ther they would eat of it. They had not
tafted meat that day, yet they fcarcely
would {mell upon it. I caufed write this in
a paper by itfelf, which I demanded the fif-
cal to fign in prefence of us all, and likeways
caufed write it in the hofpital journal, not
doubting but that this affair would end in
a court-martial.

However, it took a different turn, which
many things of as great moment did under
the aufpicious management of our prefent
government! When the vifitation was at an
end, I went in the afternoon to vifit the go-
vernor, and told him frankly, that it furpri-
fed me much that he was pleafed to order Mr
Pundt to vifit my hofpital, efpecially as we
were forbidden by the medicine-chancery to
interfere with one another’s department; but
added, that as I was conftious of having, fince
my entry into the fervice, done my duty as
far as 1 was able, the confequence by no
means alarmed me, fince I was pretty cer-
tain that I would have juftice done me by the
medicine-chancery, to which I was refolved
to reprefent the whole affair, with all its cir-
cumftances, in as clear a light as I was able,
and did not doubt of their approbation of my
care of the fick, to the confufion of my op-
preffors. The governor very ferioufly defired
~ that T would not be uneafy at what had hap-
pened, faying, that he was certain I had adt-

ed right, and therefore had taken that me-
thod
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thod, rather to make the truth appear more
clear ; which, he faid, might not have been
the cafe, if he had only ordered the officers of
the navy, all fubordinated to my ftupid com-
mander. He faid a great deal more in or-
der to diffuade me from haflily making my
report to the medicine-chancery. I promi-
fed that I would fend off no report till he
was informed of it,

Before this happened, by a decree of the
{enate, the merchants in all cities in Ruflia
were formed into a body ; though under the
power of the governors, yet they had immu-
nities and regulations granted to themf{elves,
diftin¢t from the governor’s court. They
had every where a power to elect a burge-
mafter or mayor, and fix afleflors or coun-
fellors, by whom all affairs relating to mer-
chandife and their corporation were to be
judged, providing they had no relation or
connection with thefe of the fleet, army, or
the affairs of the civil adminiftration of the
empire ; confequently, upon this occafion the
governor could not proceed againft the con-
tralting merchant for the fea hofpital, till by
a memorial he had reprefented the affair to
the corporation of merchants, and demand-
ed that the accufed might be delivered up to
him, to be tried by the laws of the empire,
for fuch a grofs crime.

At this time there were two merchants in
Aftrachan, very much alike, but no way re-

lated,
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Jated to one another, nor alike in character.
The one was efteemed a very good juft man,
the other quite the reverfe. The laft was
daily employed by the governor in many of
his {ecret mercantile tranfactions ; but the firft
was fcarcely known to him. The governor
afked me, If I knew who was contractor for
the fea-hofpital ? 1T anfwered, that I did not
know certainly, but imagined it was the firft
mentioned merchant whom the governor had
heard of, and, upon this occafion, wanted
much to be better acquainted with him ; not
doubting, as I was informed afterwards, but
that he would make a very pretty purfe of
him, providing the affair could be ended in
Aftrachan.

He therefore ordered the fecretary, who
was prefent, and only pretended he did not
know who was contractor for the {ea-hofpital,
that he fhould immediately reprefent this af-
fair to the raat-houfe or town-council, and
demand that the perfon of the contractor for
the fea-hofpital {hould be fent under a ftrong
guard to the caftle. The magiftracy were
not long in obeying his orders very joyfully,
for none of them had any love for this man.
They not only fent him immediately thro’
the principal ftreet under a ftrong guard,
but took no finall pains to let his difgrace be
known in the moft glaring manner, and, in
their anfiver to the governor, reprefented
him as a very notorious offender in many re-

fi PC&S.
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~ fpe@s. He was carried to the main guard,
and lay there all night, pitied by none. Next
morning, the governor being feated in the
judgment-hall, fent for the offender, not ima-
gining that he was his deareft friend. Any
one may eafily imagine how much he was
furprifed, to have caufed arreft fuch a man.
Well, he was fined, and, it was believed, that
the governor paid this fine 5 but, I was well
aflured, the commander of the fleet paid for
all.

When this farce was ended, I could perceive
that the governor was not well pleafed with
me for not informing him more clearly ; tho’
he took little notice of it to myfelf, yet he
did to thofe who were, unknown to him, my
friends : However, he fent me an order to
let me know, that he had upon this occafion
formed a new regulation in refpect to the
contracting for provifions for the ufe of the
fea-hofpital ; and that he had reprefented the
neceflity of {o doing to the fenate for their
approbation, in order to have it formed into
a general law. By this regulation, no con-
tract would be reckoned valid, except made
in prefence of, and agreed to by the princi-
pal doftor or furgeon belonging to the faid
hofpital. Mankind, all the world over, have
a defire to command or lord it over their
neighbours ; but fometimes it happens, that
when they are purfuing wrong fteps in order
to increafe their importance, they lofe what

powcr
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power they formerly had. Such was thée
cafe with my commander ; for without all
manner of reafon he took a diflike at me,
whom he blamed for his loft fupremacy,
tho’ every one may at once fee that he only
was to blame. :

I continued to petition for my difcharge
regularly once every month, referring my
Iaft petition always to my former, and beg-
ging leave to pay my obedience to the king’s
proclamation : One day I was fealing the
fifteenth petition to the Medicine Chancery,
and another to the Briti(h Ambaflador to get
my difcharge from the fervice, when a fol-
dier from Mofcow delivered a letter directed
to me, giving me an account that the Em-
prefs had appointed my worthy old com-
mander, Prince Golitzin, ambaflador to the
Court of Perfia, telling me at the fame time
that the Prince was very defirous to have me
with him. This put a ftop to my petitioning
at this time ; for in a very few days after this,
I received a letter from the Prince, defiring
that I would agree to go with him, and that be
had begged that an order might be f{ent to
me for that purpofe ; providing flill that I
would agree voluntarily, and defired my an-
fwer. This way of writing was like a gentle-
man, like a man of honour, and this is the
way which conftantly has made me very pli-
able. Iknew the Prince, Iloved him moft

affectionately, and I fearcely could deny him
. : : Loy
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any thing. I confidered alfo that the Bri-
tifh Ambaflador to whom I was altogether
tinknown, might probably not regard, nor
give himfelf any trouble about my liberty,
or that of any unknown Britith fobject, al-
though one would naturally think that it was
part of their duty to protect againft violence
all of them refiding in the country where he
was ambaflador ; yet my furmife is not al-
together without foundation, as will be
practically explained before I left Riga. I
confidered that if I went with the Prince, I
might be of fervice, without any lofs to my-
felf, to a perfon whom I very truly efteem-
ed, and at laft, if we returned in fafety, I
might obtain my much wifhed for difcharge,
whereas, if I ftayed there my hopes and
profpect feemed to be very uncertain. I
therefore refolved to go, and defired by my
anfwer that he would eaufe an order be fent
to me, requiring that T thould deliver up the
fea hofpital, and every thing under my care
and make my repair to join his {uit in Mof-
cow, that I might fafely convoy my wife
and young fon to her relations, that they
might be in fafety whatever might happen
to myfelf. Upon the Prince’s receipt of my
letter I foon received an order from the Me-
dicine Chancery in obedience to her Impe-
rial Majefty’s commands, ordering me to
hold myfelf in readinels to procced to Per-
fia with Prince Golitzin, and to fend to faid

Cec Chancery
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Chancery a catalogue of what medicines I
might judge needful for him alone, inti-
mating the difpenfatories by which com-
pounds were to be directed. Without giving -
notice to any in Aftrachan, I fent a copy of
my orders to the Prince, and defired that the
medicines according to my catalogue might
be prepared in Mofcow, where I expected
{foon to arrive if the Prince judged it right.
I foon thereafter received another order from
Dr Kondvide Vice-prefident letting me know,
what I was formerly made acquainted with,
and that a memorial was fent to the admiral-
ty, by order of the fenate, commanding
them to difinifs me immediately from the fea
hofpital and port of Aftrachan: Of which
1 gave the Prince notice, that he might dif-
patch to me directly what orders he thought
proper. At laft, orders were received in the
port of Aftrachan, from the admiralty to
difmifs me immediately from the hofpital ;
in order that I might be at full liberty to o-
bey the Prince’s orders: Which according
to expectation I received on the twentieth of
May, and having put in order all my af-
fairs, that day I petitioned the chancery at
Aftrachan for my travelling expences and
paflport to Mofcow. My patients every
where were much furprifed at this my fo
unexpected departure, but none fo much as
the governor, who never dreamed of any

fuch change ; he endeavoured to perfuade
| me
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me to give out that I was unhealthy, and he
did not doubt through the intereft he had at
court to get the former orders countermand-
ed: But lictle did he know that it was fo
very agreeable to myfelf. I anfwered that
fince the firft day of my entering into the
fervice I never had denied, under any pre-
tence whatfoever, to do my duty.  That
now I was commanded to have the care of
a perfon for whom I ever had the greateft e-
fteem ; and therefore I thought myfelf en-
gaged in a double capacity, both in obedi-
ence to her Majefty, and alfo to the Prince.
The governor offered to pay me as much
out of his own money, as I could reafon-
ably make by the embafly : But I would
yield to none of his propofals, and infifted
upon my paflport’s being granted in all hafte,
and defired alfo that he would grant me a
convoy, the paflport he could not deny,
but made difficulties in giving me a convoy :
Which I knew was intended to deter me
from going at that time, as I was obliged to
march by land through the defart, which I
had little hopes of doing without danger.
However, he granted me an order, fecing I
would not ftay, to get a convoy from the
fieft camp of Coflacks, diftant from Aftra-
chan at leaft one hundred verfts, which di-
ftance I was obliged to travel without any
convoy. Mr George Thomfon, agent for
the Britith merchants trading to Perfia, de-

fired
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fired that I would take three Britith failors
with me to Mofcow, and prefent them to
the care of Mr John Tamez in Mofcow,
who had diretions to fend them to England.
I was very glad to take them with me, tho’
1 had like to have been brought to trouble
on the road by their folly. I got my pafl-
port dated the twenty-third day of May, and
next day crofled the Volga about twelve
o’clock accompanied by the three Briti(h fail-
ors, three Tartars to whom the horfes be-
longed, one Turk called Mahomet my fer-
vant, and myfelf, making in all eight men.
The PBritifh were well armed with fire arms
and fwords, the Tartars and Turk with
bows, arrows and feymitars. My wife a
failor’s wife, my maid and young fon made
up our company, to tranfport whom with
our baggage, we had fix wheeled carri-
ages and my waggon, all drawn by twelve
horfes.

CHAP. XV.

Being an Account of my Fourney from Aftra-
chan to Mofcow.

" A FTER we had dined, we marched north
A upon the weft banks of the Volga a-
bout twenty verfts that day, and encamped
on the fide of a beautiful fmall meadow, for

grafs
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grafs to our horfes ; being a very pleafant e-
vening, we encamped for the firft night and
ever afterwards in this manner : We joined
the fhafts of our carts and waggon to the
wheels of the next, and with them formed
a kind of circle, fo that upon occafion the
Kalmucks could not eafily get over with
their horfes. This being a very pleafant e-
vening, one of the failors, having formerly
ferved under Admiral Vernon at the taking
of Portobello, happened to give us an ac-
count of that glorions atchievement, which
was the remote caule of all our fafeties; for
as he was near making an end of his ftory,
the Tartars alarmed us by acquainting us
that the Kalmucks had cut the ropes from
two horfes, intending to have driven them
into the defart, which was prevented by the
noife my dog made, and our going out im-
mediately and firing fome fhot into the air.
This prevented our taking any f{leep, the
night being fo very dark that we could fee
nothing upon the plain ground, unlefs very
near; but we could perceive any thing at a
greater diftance upon the {urface of the ri-
ver. After we were thus alarmed, a boat
put off into the river from the meadow
where the horfes paftured, at which we fired,
but {o as not to hurt the people in her,
whom we interrogated concerning what had
brought them there at fuch wunfeafonable
hours ? To which they anfwered, that they

fought
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fought their friends. We put out a fmall
fire which we had made to drefs our viétu-
als with, and watched the whole night. A-
bout an hour after the firft alarm, one of the
Tartars came and foftly told us that a very
large boat was advancing Up the fide of the
Volga, with the greateft filence, being only
pufhed forward with ftings, making ufe of
no oars. Upon notice of this, I defired the
failors to take care of the waggons, whilft
I went out with the Tartars and my fervant
to bring in the horfes, to which they chear-
fully agreed.  The Tartar who came for me
faid that the Kalmucks were very near;
wherefore I ordered them all to lic quiet be-
tween the horfes and water on each fide of
me, nor ufe any violence to them,till I (hould
fire off a blunderbufh which was, I being
ignorant, overcharged ; but being made of
brafs, I apprehended little danger.

The Kalmucks were now very near, fo
that I could perceive the boat very full of
people, and we could difcern another at a
greater diftance, upon which I ordered my
fervant to make enquiry what they wanted,
and why they came in fo fecret a manner,
and to aflure them that we were upon our
guard, and determined to ftand to the laft,
refolved neither to take nor grant quarter.
They returned for anfwer that they were in
fearch of their friends ; this is well known to

be a very common anfwer by the Kalmucks,
but
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but never to be credited : We ordered them
to keep off, but they would not, and were
beginning to point their boat towards where
we lay. I fhot a piftol over their heads,
Mahomet fired off a musket : They remain-
ed quiet, and now being oppofite to us,
they {uddenly turned their boat, and came
on direétly with great {wiftnefs. Mahomet
fired another piece, and I at laft was forced
to fire my blunderbufh charged with eigh-
teen {mall bullets, larger than fwan fhot.
This had the wifhed for effeét : The Kal-
mucks could not be feen, for the fmoke ;
for there was no wind to difpel it, however,
as foon as I was able, for I got a very {mart
blow from the blunderbufh, I charged and
fired off amonglt the fmoke feveral times :
Buc they were retired, and the other boat al-
fo difappeared. Nor could the Britifh fail-
ors, who were appointed by the carts, feeany
thing after the firft fire of the blunderbufh
for the {moke, but they heard at fome di-
ftance in the river a moaning, at which
they fhot fome pieces. My blunderfhufh
charges being all fhot, T was forced to run
to my waggon for {fome more, where 1 found
my wife in a very great fright: She begged
that I would {hoot her and her young fon
that the might not fall into the hands of the
Kalmucks. I affured her that they were re-
tired, and begged that fhe would be com-
pofed, that there were two charged piftols

under
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under the pillows, which fhe might ufe as
fhe fhould think proper after we were de-
feated, but recommended patience and a
{finall {hare of courage, afluring her at the
fame time that not one of us was burt.
Thus twe paffed the remains of the night in
fear of thefe barbarians, but it was the plea-
{ure of Heaven to protect us ; for we paf-
fed the reft of the night unmoleéfted.

The caufe of my wife’s great fear was the
continual accounts, whiclr we frequently
were informed of, of the moft atrocious bar-
barities committed by thefe Kalmucks, which
the Raffians could not fupprefs ; for if they
rob a Raflian they certainly murder him, for
fear of being dete@ted, two inftances 1 fhall
telate which happened in one month imme-
diately before our departure. A few ma-
rines with a ferjeant, a woman and her
child, were fent with the Empre(s’s money,
which had been collected at the port of Ear-
kee to Aftrachan, diftant fixty verfls ; as they
were failing by fome reeds, many Kalmucks
in boats hid in fome crecks amongft the
reeds rufhed out and attacked them : The
{oldiers fought as long as their ammunition
lafted, and killed many of them ; But at
faft, overpowered by numbers, they yiclded ;
as foon as the Kalmucks had difarmed them,
they killed them all, except the woman and
her child, whom they carried to the banks
of the Volga, and after having, in a moft

in-
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iithuman manner, grofly abufed her during
the night time, they carried her and her
child into the middle of the Volga. They beat
out the child’s brains, and drowned the mo-
ther. A flri¢t inquifition having been made af-
ter the perpretators of this robbery, fome of
them were feized, and kept in cuftody in
Aftrachan at our departure. The other in-
ftance was this: A captain who had been fent
as infpector of the garrifon of Aftrachan, as
he was returning with his reports into Ruffia,
and paffing in a poft-boat up the river Vol-
ga, was fo imprudent as feize and carry a-
way two of the poor Kalmuck’s children i
He had not got twenty miles diftant, when
he was fuddenly attacked by a great number
of refolute Kalmucks, and every one with
him put to death;, except one Coflack.
The Kalmucks had, unperceived by the cap-
tain, followed him as clofe as they could,
but kept at fuch a diftance as not to be dif-
covered, watching a proper opportunity :
The wind and ftream being againft them, the
captain ordered four of his men to draw the
boat by a rope on the banks of an ifland
oppofite to a new built fort called Eanotaiva,
formerly mentioned, diftant about one hun-
dred verfts from Aftrachan. The captain’s
company confifted of four foldiers and as
many Coflacks, who belonged o the poft-
boat, but all armed, which, with the captain,
-numbered nine men. The Kalmucks hid

- Dd them-
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themfelves in fome thicket by which the
boat was to pafs, which no fooner -came
near, than they fired into the boat, and at
the {ame time f{eized the rope, putting the
four men on fhore to death. They drew
the boat to the fhore and killed all the men
except one Coffack, who dropped down
at their firll fire, and lay as if dead. They
dragged the captain’s lifelefs body on fhore,
which they mangled, in their barbarous
manner, and having broken the boat with
a defign to fink it, cut away the rope, and
let it drive. It fell down under fome bufhes,
and there {funk to the bottom. The bufhes
prevented the Kalmucks from feeing the
Coflack crawl out to the banks, but he faw
all their inhuman barbarity, which they had
performed with figns of great fatisfaction :
The two pilfered children were fafely, no
doubt, reftored to their parents. The Cof-
fack having obferved part of their barba-
rous tranfactions, unperceived, fled farther
into the middle of the ifland, not doubting
that they would make fearch abput the banks
to know whether the boat was funk or ftill
{wimming, which accordingly happened.-
After the Kalmucks were departed in great
joy, the Coffack, in much danger, croffed
the Volga, and naked, fatigued, and hun-
gry arrived in Eanataiova and made the a-
bove report : Nor did I ever learn whether
any of the Kalmucks were difcovered.
Next
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Next morning we found f{everal arrows
flicking in the ground, a great way from the
place where we lay. The Kalmucks could
not perceive us from the water; and there-
fore, I fuppofe, imagined we were at a much
greater diftance than we were from them.
Thefe arrows made up the lofs which the
Tartars had {uftained of theirs. We now had
about four Englih miles to travel amongit
hills of fluxible fands, but were obliged to
wait the rifing of the fun before we durit
travel, for fear the Kalmucks had formed an
ambufcade: Add to this we thought it necef-
fary to caufe one of our failors ride upon a
horfe, at fome diftanceupon the tops of thefe
little hills, to difcover it our paflage was e-
very where clear; for no truft is to be put
in the ignorance of thefe wild people. They
are more cunning than Europeans. We at
laft arrived on the north fide of thefe hills, af-
ter a very fatiguing march of near four hours,
The fands were fo deep, that the poor horfes
were quite fatigued as we were, through the
want of {leep, and being in many places ob-
liged, for the relief of the horfes, to travel
up to the middle of our legs in fand, which,
before we got through, was fcorching hot.
When we had paffed thefe mountains,we dif-
covered fome hundred Kalmuck tents, and
great herds of cattle feeding upon'a meadow,
at leaft four or five Englith miles long, and
two or'three broad. It was in this meadow,

not
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not many years before, that a few Kalmucks
run off with all the moft valuable horfes be-
longing to four regiments of foot, in day-
light,in the view of all the foldiers; norcould
they ever recover them again : This they at-
chieved in the following manner.

The camp being formed on the banks of
the Volga, the horfes were turned out to grafs,
and a few foldiers had orders to keep watch
on the backs of fome of the beft hor{es, Af-
ter thefe orders had been putin execution for
fome hours, and nothing could be feen in that
meadow, which was like a bowling green,
the drought being exceflive, the foldiers had
orders to difmount ; but to maké their horfes
fecet fo faft with cords, that they might be
cafily taken. The cunning Kalmucks obfer-
ved all their motions, and the grafs being ve-
ry long, unperceived, they drew near where
the faddled horfes were feeding : At once eve-
ry man f{eized his horfe, mounted, and fet
up a barbarous yelping, which alarmed the
horfes, and by this means drove them into
the defart, whence they never returned.
The poor unfortunate officers not only loft
their own horfes, but were abliged to pay
tor the Emprefs’s, for not keeping better
guard.

The fight of fo many Kalnucks tents in
the meadow, difconcerted me not a little;
but there was no going back. We encamped
three or four hours on the fouth fide of a

deep
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deep brook running out of a long frefh wa-
ter lake, eaftward into the Volga, and after-
wards drove welt by the fide of the lake, the
weft end of which, when we had reached it,
we left, and drove as near north as we could
guefs into the defart. About fun-fer we were
happy to difcover a frefh water lake, where
we encamped for the night, having plenty of
good water and grafs for our horfes. As
foon as day appeared, we marched on, and
pafled Eanataiova caftle about dinner tine,
and encamped about two verfls on the north
fide from it, I permitted one of the failors
to go into the town to buy provifions; but
he got drunk, and keeped us waiting very
long: When I reproved him,he threatened to
ftrike at me; but [ inflantly caufed feize him,
and made him faft with ropes, and would have
fent him and his wife to the caftie, in order
to be returned in fafety to Aftrachan; but
Mr Oneman their mate begged that I would
carry him fecured with ropes till the liquor
had fpent its firength.  Accordingly we de-
parted, and very late encam ped for the night
in a creek of the Volga. Next day towards
- the evening, the fun being about an hour a-
bove the horizon, we fpied at a diftance, a
large camp in a high land.  They likeways
fpied us, and difpatched a few horfemen to
fee who we were. They were a regiment of
Coflacks, confifting of about twelve or thir-
teen hundred men commanded by their own

Colonel.
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Colonel. With thefe fcouts I fent the Go-
vernor of Aftrachan’s order, commanding
them to give me a convoy of four men, and
a greater number where danger was fufpect-
ed, and to change them at every new camp
for frefh men. I defired them to make my
compliments to the Colonel, and tell him that
I defigned to take up my quarters for the
night, about three or four verils diftant from
his camp ; and that I had a glafs of good wine
at his fervice, if he would honour me with his
company at fupper.

The Coflacks in general are not proud,but
very frank, and great lovers of ftrangers. Ic
was not long before hearrived with four men
for me, and a few to efcort him to the camp
when he returned: He delivered alfo the or-
der from the Governor. He was a very fen-
fible man, and we pafled the night very a-
greeably ; for he did not return till the fun
was near rifing, being time for us to march.
Amongft variety of difcourfe,he congratulated
me on my fafe arrival there from Aftrachan;
telling me that I had efcaped much danger;
but adding, that he hoped we fhould meet
withnodanger between his camp and Tzarit-
zin; becaufe, faid he, there are but few
poor Kalmucks upon the banks of the Volga
in the way to Tzaritzin: That a memorial had
been early {ent to their Prince, letting him
know, that they would not be permitted to
pafs farther north than Eanataicya cafile that

year;
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year; but, faid the Colonel, thefe villains are
not to be kept in any order ; would you be-
lieve it, continued he, that yefterday at noon,
two dragoons were fent with fome orders to
the Governor of Eanataieva: The men were
fatigued having rode about thirty verfls; they
therefore made their horfes fecure,to feed upon
the banks of the lake you juft now paffed by,
two verlts fouth from the Coflack camp, and
compofed themfelves to take a fhort fleep.
The dragoons had not fleeped long, until fix
armed Kalmucksappeared on horfe-back, and
in view of the Coflack camp, fhot both the
dragoons {leeping, and carried away their
horfes, cloaths, and arms. The Colonel {ent
a party of his men well armed, and mount-
ed on fwift horfes. They came up with them,
wounded fome, but brought them all to the
camp, and fent them to Aftrachan. The dra-
goons horfes, cloaths, arms, and ammunition
were fent to the regiment. The dragoons dead
bodies, the retaking of their horfes and arms,
was a f{ufficient evidence againft the Kal-
mucks; for this reafon the Colonel faid that
he had fent them to Aftrachan; but, faid he,
there are many examples of dragoons and
Coffacks having fent thefe barbarians to A-
ftrachan for trial and punifhiment; but when
they arrived there, the people were obliged
to attend for months, and fometimes years,
before they could be permitted to go home,
at their own proper charges; but, faid he, I

have
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have taken a more immediate way of pro-
ceeding againft them; for having tried them
according to the cuftoms of the Coflacks, I
caufe them fuffer death by drowning them
in the middle of the Volga, and ftaving their
boats. Indeed his way of proceeding was
reafonable, tho’ not legal; and confequently
I fulpeéted, when difcovered, might prove
troublefome, if not dangerous for him. He
acknowledged this to be true, but denied
that it was probable a difcovery could ever
bemade; becaufe, faid he, it was agreed to
by all the Coflacks under his command, and
they took care that no Kalmucks ever faw
fuch executions. However, I frankly told
him, that I wifhed he might not be brought
to trouble about it, and therefore defired him
to get an order from the Governor to pro-
ceed in this manner, which I thought would
not be difficult to obtain ; becaufe I was fure
he had no regard for them; and this would
cffectually {creen him from all danger. He
promifed to make a trial to get fuch an or-
der; and every thing being ready we parted
in friendfhip. [ arrivedin Tchornayar as ex-
peditioufly as the poor horfes could draw our
machines, without meecting with any thing
worth relating, before dinner, on the g1t
May, O.S. The commandant being an ac-
quaintance, I dined with him; and having
got a convoy of Coflacks, who were to con-

duct me to Tzaritzin, we fet out about fix of
the
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the o’clock in the afternoon, and travelled
abont ten verfts, when we fupped, and, be-
ing advifed by our convoy, we (et our and
travelled about eight verfts turther, and fet up
not far from a large lake of freih water
on the eaft, and hills at {fome diftance on the
weft, Having taken a glals freely with the
commandant, and being fatigued, 1 foon fell
afleep. About twelve o’clock at night, one of
the convoy difturbed me, and told me that he’
had difcovered a large body of men under
the hills, and that they had fent out a few
horfemen, who had rode at fome diftance
round our waggons; he therefore had taken
in the horfes, and now wanted to know what
I fhould advife. With the greateft filence, I
caufed all the men get up, and take to their
arms: When every thing was ready, I afked
the Coflacks, If they could guefs who the
{trangers were ? to which they anfwered in
the negative: Then I ordered one of them,
who had a very {wift horfe, to get ready, and
fet out for Tchornayar to beg alfiftance from
the commandant, to which he readily agreed;
but begged leave to call to them, and fee
who they were, faying that his horfe was fo
very fleet, that f{uppofing a party of them
fhould purfue him, he would have no dread
of . being taken. The moon was fhining
bright, and I confented to his reafonable de-
mand; he fetout; and, at his return, we were
.agreeably informed that they were friends, be-

: ne _ ing
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ing three hundred Coffacks, who had been
lately changed, and were returning to their
own country.

Next morning we decamped fooner than
our neigbours. Before we had travelled three
verlls, a Coflack brought my fon’s mantle,
which the maid had dropped out of the
waggon, and delivered it. I offered him
half a ruble for his honefty, which he would
not accept of, telling me that he was a Cof-
fack, and defpifed keeping any thing be-
longing to his neighbours. This is an in-
ftance of Coffack honour and honefty. Icould
not prevail with them to go with us;
becaufe they were all horfemen, lightly
mounted, and we were obliged to move flow-
ly, being heavy loaded. They paffed us all,
wifhing that we might fafelyarrive in Tzarit-
zin. We had [carcely travelled ten verfts
after this, when we were obliged to halt, by
reafon of an inlet into the Volga, at leaft two
fathoms deep, from the high water of the
Volga, and a hundred feet broad. It may be
remembered, that 1 paffed the {ame way for-
merly with Major Tatifhoff, when it was
quite dry, I inquired, How far it was from
this place to any part of the inlet which was
fordable ? T was anfwered, that it was at leaft
fixty verlls; that the paflage would prove ve-
ry dangerous; becaule many of the very
worft of the Kalmucks fed their horfes there,
that they might have good opportunities of

' making
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making inroads into Ruflia; which they
frequently did, notwithftanding all the care
taken by the Ruffians to prevent them. When
I was mufing and confulting, what every one
thought beft to be done, one of the Tartars
faid, that if I would take his advice, he
would carry us all over in fafety in a few
hours. T begged him to proceed immedi-
ately to effect what he had promifed. He did
fo, by unpacking two Tartar waggons, and
taking the wheels off them; then he made a
float by laying them together with ropes,
and made this float falt to a horfe’s tail;
then having loaded it, he plunged into
the water, and {wimmed always with the
horfe, which, as there was neither wind nor
ftream, was not very difficult; and after this
manner he tranfported us and our baggage
in lefs that two hours. The Coffacks would
not be tranfported upon the float; but {wim-
med with their horfes.  On the other fide of
Tchornayar, having been informed, that I
would have no chance of buying provifions
in the defart,between thatcity and Tzaritzin,
I bought two fheep for my own family, one
of which we killed this day, and the other
was brought in the baggage cart,which,hav-
ing been carried over at the beginning, I or-
dered to let go and feed upon the banks of
the river.  When every thing was ready,
Mahomet was fent to bring in the fheep.
Tho” it canfed at leaft an hour’s delay, yet it

produced
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‘ produced no fmall diverfion tous all ; the
fheep had no inclination to be taken, and
Mahomet had as little inclination to leave it
the chace continued upon our fide of the in-
let a long time, at lafl the fheep being very
hardly purfued, took the water and {wimmed
ftraight to the other fide ; this dilconcerted
Mahomet a lictle 3 however he ftripped, and
notwith{landing I ordered him to give over
the purfuit, he plunged into the water,
and purfoed fo clofely, that he had very
near caught i, as it was getting out on
the oppofite banks when the fame farce was
acted over again; but the poor creature was
neceflitated to take to the water a fecond time,
when Mahpmet with great eafe came up with
it, and brought it to us. Mahomet judged
very right ; for if we had not taken the
fheep, we would have been neceflitated to
travel two days without any good provifion,
becaufe meat would not keep longer than
forty-cight hours; which we experienced
next day, the heat was fo great. We met
with nothing remarkable between this and
Tzaritzin, except that within five verfts of
that city the Coffacks and Tartars defired to
feed two hours, that they might the better
draw their waggons over fome high hills
which we had to crofs. At this time our
provifion was altogether eaten up, except a
little ftinking butter, and broken bread, as
hard as flint. Every one was calling out
hunger,
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hunger, and I amongft the reft. I took
a walk alongft the banks of the Volga, and
found great plenty of excellent mulhrooms,
of which we gathered abundance for us all. I
found allo a great quantity of excellent [weet
arrach, which we boiled, and made a pretty
good repaft. During our ftay here, which
was about two hours, one of my convoy’s
horfe was bit by fome {erpent, of which it
was thought it would die. 1 gave upon this
occalion a ruble to the Coflack, and got the
commandant’s promile to get a contribution
at Tzaritzin for him ; which, I doubt not, he
received. :

We met with nothing remarkable between
thisand Tzaritzin,excepta great deal of trouble
in drawing up and down the fteep hills.

At Tzaritzin I paid my faithful Tartars,
called for frefh horfes ; and having paid my
refpects to my old friend the commandant,
took my departure that very evening by the
north {ide of the line towards the Don.
When we were about three verits diftant from
the middle caftle, the people defired 1 would
fet up my tent for the night upon the fide
of a brook, where there was plenty of water
and grafs for their horfes; becaufe, they
faid, a Swede, a captain, commanded, who
would fuffer none to pals, except cabinet
couriers, in the night time. In commifera-
tion to thefe poor people I did 1o ; and next
morning advanced to the caftle, and fent my

{fervant
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fervant with the paffport to the captain, who
could get no admittance ; nor would the
guards permit us to proceed.  Such rigorous
treatment I could not relith, and therefore
went myfelf.  Upon'letting the centinels
know who I was, I got ready admittance in-
to the caftle ; and being fhown the door of
the houfe where the captain lived, T enter-
ed into the firft chamber, where his fervant
was in waiting. He afked my bufinefs? I
anfwered, I wanted to fee the commander
immediately, and defired him to acquaint
him fo. The fellow taking me for a mer-
chant, (fuch people having no refpect paid
them by the army, except they pay for it),
defired me to return and wait till the captain
was drefled. At this 1 ftormed, threaten-
ing to have his captain punifhed, if 1 was
ftopped ten minutes.  Our noife alarmed
the captain, Vedeman, though he did not
hear what we faid. He burft open the door,
and, in a very angry mood, asked, in a hur-
ry, fome impertinent queftions; to all which
I anfwered (obferving his impertinent fer-
vant ﬁwcring with {fome calmnefs, that I
had been waiting without, within the caftle,
and in his antichamber, about an hour. Then
I told him who I was, and fhewed him my
paffports.  Laftly, T obferved, that as he was
a foreigner, I was forry to find f{o little po-
litenefs, and fo much impertinence from his
fervant. Tmade him recolleft the common

obfervation
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obfervation of the moft fenfible people in the
world, that where-ever fervants are obferved
to be rude to ftrangers, or any other, it is a
{hrewdf{ignoftheinfufficiency oftheir mafters,
and generally leaves a low and pitiful opinion
that the flranger muft entertain of them.
I obferved the captain, upon mentioning the
grand Perfian embally, and that, in my opi-
nion, we would all in a thort time pafs this
way, melted into extreme good humour ;
and to confirm that he was fo, he punifhed
his {ervant inftantly, fwearing, that he never
let an uncivil fervant go unpunifhed.
After taking a glals or two of very good
wine, he importuned me to ftay longer. I
told him that Mrs Cook would be uneafy at
the ftay I had already made. Upon which,
in the greateft hurry, he put on his beft wig,
and {word by his fide, and walked out with’
me, and prefled my wife much to take a
fmall repaft in the caftle. The hirelings re-
jected that, as their time was precious ;
which indeed was true. I was of the fame
opinion.  But the Captain, obferving that a
little reft, and the curiofity of vifiting the
caftle was agrecable to Mrs Cook, ordered
the horfes to be unyoked, and drove into a
fine meadow of grafs under the caftle wall,
commanding the [oldiers upon the walls to
fire atany perfon who fhould dare go to near
the horfes, till farther orders. The boors,

{ecing
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feeing their horfes fare fo well, (eemed very
well fatisfied ; but were much more fo when
they were favourcd with a few glafles of the
captain’s corn {pirits. We pafled about two
hours very agreeably in this caflle, and de-
parted in great friendthip. The caprain
gave orders not to {lop the hirelings in their
return, though in the night-time.  And thus
every thing ended to the general fatistaction
of us all: Nor did we meet with any
thing worth taking notice of till we arrived
at Michaelova pofl-houfe.

The city of Michaelova is built upon a
rifing ground. The Don wathes it on the
fouth, and a branch of the fame river {ur-
rounds it on all fides, fordable only in one
place, where their poft-houle is built in full
view of the city. We arrived about twelve
of the clock in the day ; two of the failors
defired to buy provifions in the city ; which
was readily granted, providing they would
veturn foon, to which they readily agreed.
I waited two full hours, and ordered the
horfes to be ‘yoked, defigning to make
them imagine that I would have no farther
concern with fuch head ftrong ungovern-
able people as they were. Very lucky it
was that the horfes were yoked in ; for the
horfes were fearcely put to, than we {pied
our two adventurers, purfued, running to
the water fide, where they feized upon ]i;

{ina
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{mall boat, and immediately crofled over to
us, and took their places in their carts. [
then ordered the horfes to be drove on with
good fpeed, much againft the will of the
drivers, who were afraid that their townf-
men would take their difobedience to their
commands very ill; for they from the other
fide ordered them not to proceed till they
came over. As we had but twenty verlls to
drive to Chopra caftle, I was of opinion,
that if any good could be done for them, my
old acquaintance the governor would have
contributed his affiftance to have made it up
amicably ; whereas if the Coffacks had once
laid hold of them, they would have punifhed
them by their own laws; nor would have
fhown the leaft regard for me. When we
arrived in Chopra, I ordered horfes to be got
ready, and loft no time in driving on to the
next poft-houfe in the defart, formerly taken
notice of ;- and there, with frefli horfes, I
made no ftay, but drove on to the next in
courfe. This I did, that if any purfuit was
intended, they would be informed at the
poft-houfe, or by the people who returned
with the horfes, that I made no ftop any
‘where ;3 wherefore it would be impoflible to
overtake me till I would be quite out of the
provirice of Veronits 3 becaufe they could
get no other horfes than thefe I had made
ufe of before them. Thus, at the hazard of

F a good
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a good deal of trouble, expence, and uneafi-
nefs, I faved my troublefome countrymen,
who very probably, in their own country,
would not have efcaped fo eafily. I wanted
to know the caufe of all this trouble I had
undergone for them; and, in a merry hu-
mour, begged that they would indulge me
with their account of it. They, thinking,
no doubt. that I would approve of their
frolic, being at leaft as young as any
one of them, told me, that, after they had
made their market, they went into a houfe to
take a draught of fome liquor, where they
faw very pretty women, whom they invited
to take a fhare of it. After the women
had drank a few glaflfes of mead, the tars
wanted to proceed to liberties; to which
the women not confenting, and being much
affronted at their audacioufnefs, after they
had told them, that they were married wo-
men, bawled out ; by which I fufpeét the
failors wanted to force them. The noife
foon aflembled a mob at the door, which the
failors, however, had made faft, previous to
their defign. The failors, perceiving their
danger, paid for their liquor, made their
efcape out of a window into a garden, over
the dyke of it, and wall of the town. They
made not the leaft hefitation to {cramble, nor
to feize the firflt boat with oars which they
came to, and fo, as has been faid, came to

us.  When they had made an end of their
i difcourfe,
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difcourfe, I endeavoured to convince them
of the villany which they had attempted ;
and aflured them, that it was my opinion,
that, had the Coflacks fucceeded in capti-
vating them, they would not by this time
have been permitted to live. I faid, that
as they were my countrymen, and as I
had given my promife to Mr Thomfon to
convey them fafe to Mofcow, I would en-
deavour to do {o ; but, at the {fame time, af-
ter this day, I was determined to take my re-
-pafts in my tent in the open fields, at leaft
one verflt diftant from any city or village,
and proceed regularly on my way to Mof-
cow ; therefore advifed them, who fcarcely
could afk for any thing in the Ruflian lan-
guage, to be very cautious what they did ;
for determined I was henceforth, to give my-
felf no further concern about protecting fuch
irregular people. I told them, that I was
not ignorant that they defigned to take a
view of Ivangorod, where it was then belie-
ved the unfortunate branches of the royal fa-
mily were kept prifoners. I honeftly warn-
ed them of their danger, and affured them,
that if they made any fuch attempt, or fo
much as {poke to any perfon about them, it
would endanger their lives ; but if they pre-
{erved their lives, they would undoubtedly
lofe their liberties; and that, in that cafe,
it would be as dangerous for me, or any
other, to fpeak in their fayour. Mr O-

neman
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neman was fenfible of the truth of all this,
and ufed what arguments he could to con-
vince them of their danger. We arrived
within a verft of Ivangorod, where T ftopped
to take a refrefhment, and kept the failors
from going to the city. I fpoke privately
to the eamfhicks, or people to whom the
horfes belonged, to drive on at a good {mart
trot, till we arrived at the city, then to drive
‘through at a full gallop, in order to prevent
thefe ignorant people from bringing them-
felves into further trouble. As I took
my place in the rear, and Mr Oneman in
front, I faw it performed to my wifh: Nor
did the drivers give over till we were at
leaft two verfts diftant from the city. After
this I met with nothing to difturb me till I
arrived at Mofcow on the 1gth day of June,
having travelled 1563 verfts in twenty-fix
days, by land, heavy loaded, and delivered
my charge in fafety to Mr Tamas, of whom
I was very glad to be freed. As I was dri-
ving flowly through the flreets of Mofcow to
the prince’s houfe, I accidentally met with
Major Berezin, who was as adjutant to the
prince, but now was honoured with the
place of marfhal of the embafly. He, a-
mongft other things, told me of the death
of the incomparable princefs Catharine Go-
litzin, the prince’s eldeft daughter. I do
not helieve any piece of intelligence could

have
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have been more affeting to me. The
major defired that I would take no notice of
it to her parents, and appear as if I had
known nothing of it. This was abfolutely
impoflible, baving been fo lately made ac-
quainted with her fevere end. However,
1 behaved with all the refolution and pru-
dence of which I was capable. We arrived
before dinner, and by the time we had dif=
pofed of our baggage, and paid our compli-
ments to this illuftrious family, we were or-
dered to come to dinner. Dinner being
ended, the princefs rofe fooner than ordina-
ry, and defired to fpeak with me in the par-
lour. I no fooner entered, than after ha-
ving dilcharged a flood of tears, the gave me
the melancholy hiftory of her moft accom-
plithed daughter, and told me, that the Em-
prefs had twice verbally ordered Count Le-
ftoig to fend for me ; becaufe, fhe faid, that
her daughter Catharine was of opinion, that
if T had had the care of her, fhe would be in
no danger. Of this Iam very uncertain ; for
fhe was far advanced in a deep confumption
before I could have reached Mofcow.

il Py
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CHAP.: XVL

The author arrives at Mofcow. A defeription
of the monaftery of Ferufalem.

S I was a ftranger in this city, I em-
ployed my time, for about a week, in
vifiting it, and only one monaftery, called
Ferufalem’s monaftery, diftant from Mofcow a-
bout fixty verfts. As I have already given
a general defcription of this city, I {hall here
give a fhort defcription of this monaftery, {o
famous through all Ruffia. The church,
bifhop’s and priefts-houfes, &+«. are all en-
clofed with high brick walls, the wall form-
ing one fide of the bifhop’s palace, all built
on a beautiful detached hill, having on the
eaft, north, and weft the fineft lawns
in the world, through which glides a
noble river. In the plain, upon the banks
of the river, ftands the builder’s romantic
houfe, all built of ftone. Prince Michael
Golitzin, Major Berezin, and I arrived at the
monaftery, juft as the priefts had begun the
forenoon fervice ; wherefore we determined
to vifit the builder’s houfe, hofpital, and ap-
pendages belonging to this celebrated church.
‘We were let out at a fmall back entry, de-
fcended a pleafant equal bank, and then pro-

ceeded about half a verft to this romantic
plle:
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pile: It ftood quite alone, three ftories in
height, in every one of which were four
rooms, except the ground-ftory, where were
his kitchen, ftoresroom, and a room, I ima-
gine, for his attendants. The area of each
of thefe rooms was but about eight, or at
moft nine feet fquare ; in every one was a
{inall ftove ; his bed-ftead was of ftone, as
were the bed and pillow ; his chairs were of
the fame materials: Every ftory of this houfe
was vaulted, and it was flat on the roof, for
the conveniency of taking a view of the
country. It had but one entry, and every
room received light from one window of the
leaft fize The builder was a hermit, and a
profefled religious.

The hofpital was not very large, but well
enough provided with every neceflary but
medicine : Prayers were fuflicient to cure all
the difeafes which appeared in this holy
place. If no cure happened to be perform-
ed, an anfwer was not wanting, wiz. that
God had determined a certain time for him
to be cleanfed from the difeafes of his foul,
as well as his body. When death enfued,
nothing could prove more advantageous,
for he went immediately to heaven from
God’s own temple of Jerufalem, without the
lealt dread of purgatory, and his body was
depofited in the holieft of ground till the re-
furrection,

On
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On the weft end of the church was one of
the moft capacious copulas I have ever feen;
only the middle of the arch had fallen down
fome years ago. This copula was defigned
to prevent rain, or even the dew, to fall up-
on the holy fepulchre, which ftood near the
centre, with a flone crofs on the top of it
which the monk aflured us was not touched,
nor any part of the tacred fepulchre defaced
with the fall of the copula. To which I an-
{wered, without thinking where T was, that
it was a good chance. Upon which the
monk endeavoured to undeceive me, by pro-
tefting, that this wonderful miracle was done
by God himfelf. Having no inclination to
difpute with this piece of ignorance, I ac-
quicfced ; and, out of refpect to the place,
crawled into the {epulchre. The flone at
the door was very large ; and I am certain
fuch a ftone could not have been removed by
ten men, unlefs it had been broken in
pieces, or they had had proper machines
fixed for that purpofe. = As we were vifiting
this wonderful copula, and its contents, word
was brought, that the bifhop was on his way
to his palace.  Upon which theyoung prince
defired us to go out and view the proceflion.
Two deacons preceeded ; the bifhop walked
alone, followed by many different orders of
priefts and monks. The prince and major
advanced to beg the bifhop’s benediction,
which they were not refufed :  Our fervants

' - allo
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alfo fhared the fame honour. He having
been informed what countryman I was, who
was deferted by all our company at this time,
made a {ign to me to come to him- I ad-
vanced immediately to know his pleafure :
He took me by the hand, and gave me a
hearty welcome, telling me, at the fame
time, that this {ingular mark of diftin&ion
proceeded from the great love he naturally
had for Britith people. He faid, that he
had belonged, about ten years, to the Rul=
{ian fleet, where Admirals Gordon, Saunders,
and Paton, with a number he named, had
fhown him particular marks of their favour:
For which reafons, and many others, which
he enumerated, his breaft glowed with gra-
titude, as it were, toa Briton. I told him,
that I was very happy, in being at once made
acquainted with a perfon of his cloth, digni-
ty, but, above all, his good fenfe ; which, I
obferved to him, could not fail to make him
gain the efteem of every perfon, let their
condition be ever {o high, providing they had
{enfe to {ee his merit. .
The bithop difiniffed the whole band of
his attendants, except the perfon who kept
the kevs of the church, -whom he ordered to
open the doors, and wait on the out-ide.
The dome was very magnificent and very
high, with a gallery which firrounded it
near the top ; the windows were capacious

;
Gg it



234 VOYAGES anp

it was very well lighted ; the walls were all
hung round with various pictures of the
Saints, very richly adorned with filver, gold,
pearl, and precious ftones ; the altar was ve-
ry grand, and adoraed with various pieces
of curious workmanfhip. I cannot fay whe-
ther this dome was as large as that of S5t Paul’s
in London or not, but it was a noble ftruc--
ture.  The bithop faid, that this church was
not built like the antient temple at Jerufa-
lem, but it was equal at leaft to it, and ex-
ceeded much in richnefs the prefent princi-
pal charch, of which this was defigned to be
a copy, and therefore was called Jerulalem
monaftery. He perfuaded the young prince
and major to go up to the gallery and look
down; they obeyed, and when they had en-
tered upon the ftair, he fhut the door and
locked it, telling me, that it would be pof-
fible for them to get to the gallery foon, nor
could any look into the church : Now, faid
he, T defign to let you have a view of the
Sfanctum fanétorum ; fear nothing, come away.
He then opened the door from the altar, and
I looked in, but would not enter ; he laugh-
ed at my circumfpection ; bug I anfiwered,
that I had a full view of every thing, return-
ed him thanks, declared my fatisfa¢tion, and
withdrew into the middle of the church,
where we had not waited long, till the young
gentlemen made their appearance like two

puppets
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puppets from the gallery ; and they fuid, we
lovked like two pigmie dwarfs, not exceed-
ing the bignefs of crows, The fandum fanc-
torum was a room, whofe floor was nearly a
hemilphere ; on the fide next the partition,
which feparated it from the altar, was a very
long broad table, covered with a carpet of
cut vclvet, fringed with gold, upon which a
few books lay, and in one corner was a large
chefl; what was kept in it I did not enquire;
and upon the walls were hanging many
church garments. ; ‘
The young gentlemen being returned, the
bithop retired to his palace, after taking our
promife to dine with him, and ordered one
of the monks to fhew us any thing remain-
ing worthy of notice : He took us through a
variety of {mall buildings on the fouth fide
of the church, in every one of which was
part of our Saviour’s remarkable tranfactions
when he [ojourned on the earth, reprefented
by figures as big as the life, elpecially thele on
the three crofles, and which appeared 1o me
to be very well executed. When we had
vifited every thing, we were conveyed to the
palace, where the good bithop made us very
happy with bis chearful company. We
fpent about two hours with this charming
man ; and, after having eaten of the beft
and moft delicious fifh-difhes, and drunk as
much excellent wine as we chufed, we de-
parted, extremely well pleafed with our good
cuter:
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entertainment, to a village belonging to the
prince, where we ordered a good country
fupper, and flept upon hay. Next morn-
ing, we returned to Mofcow, where all were
delighted with the account of the bifhop’s
hofpitality,and his acting fo much like a gen-
tleman. ' |
It was at this time T had ever feen any ex-
periments of electricity : Thefe were exhibi-
ted by Dr Lerch phyfician appointed by the
embafly. The wonderful effects it produced
upon many, caufed a very great refort of the
moft illuftrious people in Mofcow ; but this
was not altogether agreeable to the prince,
becaule, he told the doctor, he made an ap-
pearance in Moftow, rather like a ftroller than
an honourable phyfician.  The doétor urged
that he took no money for his trouble, but
the prince let him know, that unlefs he gave
it over, or practifed it privately, he would
never have the leaft valie for him ; with
which at laft he was forced to comply.
During my fhort ftay, I was fent for by
one of her Majefty’s blind counfellors. At
my arrival, he faid, that he had been inform-
ed I had recovered feveral people blind of
cataracts, which was his difeafe. 1 anfwer-
ed, that 1 had fucceeded frequently, but that
1 could not promife at any time to be fuc-
cefsful ; becaufe, whatever has been taught
concerning that difeafe, I had known fcme
experienced men miftaken ; that they have
imagined
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imagined the cataract very good, by all the
falutary appearances ufually taken notice of ;
but that | had been an eye-witnefs how far
they were miftaken, when they touched it
with the needle, although no blame could be
fixed upon them in ufing the inftrument ;
wherefore, I was determined never to pro-
mife more than I was certain I could per-
form. He faid, there was {fomething fingular
in his difeafe ; for, faid he, one day I fee
fome, and the next day I am quite blind.
This, I confefs, furprifed me. I hefitated
not to tell him {o, and that I never had feen
any who had made the fame remark, nor
had T ever read of any fuch in any book. I
afked him, Whether this was his blind day 2
He anfwered in the affirmative, and begged
I would come next day, when he would rea-
dily fhow me that he could fee, tho’ faintly,
all his fingers. Next day, being drefled in
the fea uniform, which was green, when I
arrived, he exprefled joy ; for, fays he, I can
plainly diftinguith all my fingers : Then he
eagerly counted over his fingers, afluring me,
that he could diftinguifh them very eafily,
efpecially as the air was very ferene. After
a {imall time, his only daughter being prefent,
I begged of him to place his hand on his
knee, and at that diftance try if he could fee
them : He did fo, and with great joy count-
ed over and touched cvery one of them:
But little did he know that the fkirt of my

coat
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coat was between his eyes and hands. I
ended this affair, by affuring him, that as yet
the cataralts were not come to ripenefs ; but
added, that if they were ripe when I fhould
veturn from Perfia,l would very readily couch
them. He returned me thanks, and {aid,
Don’c think that I {hall employ you unpaid 4
her Imperial Majefty will thank you for what
good you da me ; but I am rich; I nced
none to help me, and I will not fail to reward
you nobly. In faying {o, he put {ix ducats
into my hand ; nor would he be refufed. At
the door I told his davghter that I had not
the {fmalleft hopes of his recovering his fight,
becaule he was afflicted with two dileales ;
the ene was truly the cataralt, the other the
gutta f[erena, which is a difeale of itfelf incu-
rable. I told her this, in confidence never to
divulge it to any but gentlemen of the pro-
feflion, who would not do a dirty thing, in
order to fill their pockets. At my return
from Perfia I foon had a meflage from him :
He told me, that he began to fret much at
the tedious proceeding of the embafly, and
was afraid that I might die in that expedition,
which had proved fo very fatal to many ;
therefore, faid he, I made a tour to St Pe-
terfburgh, and, hoping they might be ripe,
by her Majefty’s high order, bad a confulta-
tion of all the phyiicians, and many of the
beft furgeons in St Peterfburgh ; but to my
great misfortune, they pronounced the fame

fentence
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fentence you had done formerly. His daugh-
ter told me, that the had acquainted them
with my opinion before they faw him, and
after they had given him their opinion, he
told them, that [ had faid the fame thing.
At this meeting, 1 pronounced the very fame
opinion I bad done formerly, and that there-
fore it would be to no purpofe to put him to
the expence of unneceflary vifits. He was
truly a man of a noble pirit, and good un-
derftanding ¢ He frankly begged that I would
twice a week at leaft vilic him, and it would
be a plealure to him to give me for each vi-
it two ducats, rather than two copeaks to a
villain who would impole upon him.

I have been informed, fince 1 left Ruflia,
that the ftroller, Chevalier Taylor, was dif-
graced in Ruflia, for fome fruitlefs attempt he

made upon fome counfellor; very likely this
was the man, bat T am uncertain.

One day after dinner, the prince defired T
would pay a vifit to an old maiden lady, who
complained of a very extraordinary difeafe.
She was about the age of fifty-five, and for
eight or nine years before this her upper lip
{welled immenfely every month ; at the ‘end
of the month, it broke open and emitted a
large quanticy of bloody matter.  When the
fivelling was at the greateft, it not only co-
vered her mouth, but her chin alfo, {o that,
for near fourteen days every month (he could
fee no company, nor go to church, of which

{he
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{he was extremely fond. He faid, that
it was now f{mall, and therefore defired
me to pay her a vifit, to fee if I had any
hopes of her recovery. I did fo, and obfer-
ving a very {mall aperture on the infide, a-
bove the dentes incifivi, exaétly in the mid-
dle, T begged fhe would permit me to in-
troduce a very {mall probe, which I eafily
bent to anfwer my intention. I run this

robe from the orifice quite down to the low-
eft point of the lip; and, feeling with my fin-
ger, I difcovered only a very thin membrane,
viz. the inner fkin of the lip, without any un-
eafinefs interveening between my finger and
the probe. I advifed her therefore to have
patience till it fwelled to its utmoft fize, and
let me know whenever it burft open, not
doubting but that this would happen before
we lefc Mofcow. To all this fhe agreed,
but faid, that, confidering fhe had taken the
advice of all the principal phyficians and fur-
geons in the city, during the whole time of
her illnefs, without any effect, fhe defpaired
of ever recovering. I anfwered, that I was
very far from making her certain of a cure ;
but I was very certain, that what I propofed
to do was agreeable to the rules of practice
and reafon ; and further, that if it did not
fucceed to her wifh, it could never make it
worfe,nor any way hurt her. All things being
agreed upon, I waited till I one morning

. was fent for, and found her lip incredibly
big :
{=|
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big : The flowing of the bloody thin matter
pointed out the orifice from whence it pro-
ceeded, into which I introduced a gentian
tent, and in the afternoon another. Next
morning, when I had withdrawn the tent;
I, unperceived, introduced the point of a
{mall crooked fharp knife, which had a but-
ton on the very point, and at once cut quite
through the lower point of the lip: = The
whole contents fell out at once, and {he was
agreeably enough furprifed to have fo fud-
denly been made free from fo great weight.
I drefled it up with dry feraped lint, and
continued to look after her for a few days,
taking care that the wound did not grow to-
gether. |

At our return from Perfia, this good lady
was in perfect health, nor had ever been
troubled with that difagreeable (welling, nei-
ther did any ill confequence follow ; and,
what is the more furprifing, none knew, ex-
cept the prince, that I had made any opera-
ration ; for fhe thought, and faid {0 to her
acquaintances, that, at a third application of
the tent, every thing was at once made open,
not dreaming that fhe had been cut; an o-
peration, though a.very great trifle, fhe ne-
ver would have fubmitted to, if fhe had been
made previoufly acquainted with it.

Hb CHAP,_
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CHAP XVI

Treats of the Ambaffador’s Suite, the Prefents
for the Shach, and their Departure from
Mofcow.

BOUT the latter end of July all the fuite
being affembled, and all the prefents
defigned for the court of Perfia being now
ready, and packed up, we received orders
from court to march with all diligence for
Aftrachan.

The fuite confifted of the ambaflador, and
fix officers of the army as companions to
the ambaflador, captains and lieutenants ;
the f{ecretary and confiliarift, 2 number of
writers and interpreters ; the phyfician, fur-
geon, furgeon’s mate, and affiftants ; fix pas
ges, all young gentlemen ; two troops of
dragoons, each troop confifting of one hun-
dred and twenty men, commanded by fix
officers, with one engineer ; fixty foldiers
with their arms ; eighteen muficians, confift-
ing of various violins, baffoons, hautboys, and
French horns ; befides, one pair of kettle-
drums and a trumpet to each troop, all of fil-
ver, with large filver taffels and fringes which
reached, when on horfe-back, near to the
ground ; twenty falconers drefled in green,

mounted with gold-lace, as were our mufi-
cians,
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cians, only their cloaths were differently
made.

Before we left Mofcow, the prince gave
orders that his whole command fhould drefs
themf{elves in their richeft cloaths, and make
their appearance in his court, afluring them,
that if they had not got every thing about
them in that order which her Majefty requi-
red, they would be difmifled, and others
more worthy of fuch honour chofen in their
places. When we had gone through the
mufter, fault was only found with Dr Lerch,
(a lover of money ;) he was drefled in fu-
perfine brown cloth, with a broad geld-lace,
whereas, the prince faid, he {hould at leaft
have had two rows of gold-lace, buttons,
&re, in proportion ; he therefore had orders
to get fuch things as were prefcribed, or clle
the prince protefted he would return him.
The doltor received one thoufand crowns to
mount him, and ke had not laid out the half
of it.  Our horfe-furniture was {fuperbly ma-
nufactured, in proportion to the owner. My
cloaths and furniture were inferior to none
of the gentlemen belonging to the embafly ;
but this was owing purely to the prince’s ge-
nerofity to me, who upon this occafion paid
not one farthing, but put feven hundred and
fifty crowns, defigned for fuch expences, in-
to my pocket. The prefents confifted of
filks, European manufactured velvets, clocks,
watches, fnufi-boxes, (though the Perfians

never
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never ufe fnuff,) and a variety of trinkets in
gold, filver, and brafs double gilt, of curious
workmanfhip, and many of them befet with
precious ftones ; twelve armed chairs of fteel,
inlaid with gold, of very curious workman-
fhip, all made in Ruflia ; twenty horfes bred
in Ruffia, from Perfian, Arabian, Italian, Spa-
nifh, Britifh, and German offspring. Among
thefe horfes, one of the Britith progeny
would allow none to mount him, except the
man who fed him, and Major Berezin who
frequently placed the reins on his neck, and
fmoked his pipe as we rade along. One day
Captain Pofliet, of whom mention was form-
erly made, a brifk officer and excellent horfe-
man, laid a wager with the major, that he
would ride him ; he accordingly mounted,
and no doubt ufed all his {kill ; the horfe
did all he could to throw him; but find-
ing all his attempts fruitlefs, he reared,
fell back, and had very nigh killed the cap-
tain ; and what furprifed me greatly, he did
not attempt to run off, being a ftoned horfe,
as indeed they all were, but ftood peaceably
till the major feized him, and caufed put him
up.

Every thing being now in readinefs, I
begged leave of the prince to convoy my
wife to St Peterfburgh ; but, alike in every
thing, he ftroaked my head, and afked if I
would not let her ftay with the princefs till
my return, telling me, that he had appoint-

ed
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ed two very convenient rooms for her, and
as many maids to attend her ; that, when in
health, fhe would eat with the princefs daily;
if ailing, proper care fhould be taken of her,
the fame as his own family. Thus, every
thing being feettled to my fatisfaction, I was
made quite eafly. The horfes, dragoons,
and bulk of the baggage, with the doctor
and his mate, were fent off on different
~days, that fuch a number of men and horfes
might not be oppreffive to the inhabitants of
the countries through which we were to pafs,
about the end of July. At laft, however, in
the beginning of Auguft, the prince fet out
immediately after, in company with the prin-
cels and his young fon Michael, who con-
voyed us a few hundred verfts, with the gen-
tlemen of the embafly, muficians, and a few
foldiers to mount a refpectable guard, where-
ever the prince happened to fet up. I ob-
ferved my wife very melancholy the whole
time of dinner, and fhe, when queftioned,
{aid the mufic was the caufe. I endeavour-
ed to comfort her, but to little purpofe. Af.
ter dinner, I went into her apartment, and
counlelled her to behave like a prudent wo-
man ; and, having given her promife not to
follow me out, I went directly and feated
mylelf in my waggon, the reft being all gone
away. TIhad fcarcely taken my feat, when
my wife was by me, holding faft by my gar-
ment. Iintreated her to go into the houfe,

and
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and ordered to drive on. She endeavoured
to keep her hold, which obliged me to give
her a gentle pufh, left the hindermoft wheels
had run over her; and thus we parted. I {oon
came up with the rear, and we drove only
twenty verlts from Mofcow that night. Af-
ter tea, the prince difpatched a meflenger to
Mofcow, for fomething he had forgot, I
begged to go alfo, telling him what way I
was obliged to part with my wife, and how
much it grieved me ; but that wife man made
me fenfible, that, in place of alleviating, it
would rather increale her grief, difluaded
me from it, and advifed me to write a fhort
billet, which I did. At the courier’s return,
I was fatisfied with a note from her that all
was well, and that fhe was pleafed I did not
return to Mofcow. We travelled by eafy
ftages, and, on the third day, took up our
quarters in the beautiful city Columna, one
hundred and eighty verfts diftant from Mof-
cow, ecarly in the afternoon, all in high fpi-
rits,. A young colonel (Zagretzke, fon of a
lieutenant-general) contributed not a little
thereto.  This colonel placed at the prince %
lodging, before he entered into the city, a

captain’s command, confifting of a hundred
and twenty men. The Emprefs had indul-
ged this young foldier with a liberty to form
his regiment out of the armies of Ruffia ; and
indeed he had not difappointed her, for he

had picked up men about one age, and lot
. the
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the largeft fize : The officers were alfo of his
own choice,*but he did not regard their fize,
providing they were good difciplinarians.
One officer, not forty years of age, by fome
years older than any man in the regiment,
they therefore called him Father. Never
a piece of clock-work could have exhibited a
more regular performance than this beauti-
ful regiment ; and indeed the officers fcarce-
ly were heard to fpeak.

We paffed the Occa next morning, and
continued marching eafily through the pro-
vinee of Rezan, where we came up with our
dragoons and led horfes, and lodged in a
large village; the beft houfe being the prieft’s,
the prince flept there. This prieft had a
great number of geefe, which our men made
{0 free with in the night-time, that they left
none. The prince, being informed of this,
fent for all the officers, acquainted them of
it, and ordered us all to make firi¢t fearch,
whether it was poiﬁblc to difcover the per-
petrators of this piece of villany, protefting
that he would caufe punifh, as thieves, any
“who fhiould take the {malleft value from his
neighbour. The officers reported, after a
fhort time, that, after the ftriGteft fearch, no
difcovery could be made, not fo much as of
the feathers. The prince fatisfied the poor
prieft for his lofs ; .nor had we many com-
plaints of this kind afterwards. The even-
ing following, we lodged in the city of Re-

zan,
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zan, the capital of the provinee ; and next
morning the prince(s convoyed Her lord two
verlls out of the city, there parted with him,
and returned in her coach for Mofcow. Up-
on this occafion, the prince ordered Major
Berezin and me to take our feats in his coach
for his recreation : ' The major foon fell a-
fleep 5 the prince continued dull, and in a
mufing mood, till we had travelled three or
four verfts, when I broke filence, by making
fome general obfervations upon the paflions
to which men 'are fubjet at parting with
their dear friends, or, after long abfence,
meeting with them again ; and in a little
time after, the prinec’s countenance bright-
tened, he roufed the major from his ill-tim’d
reft, and ordered him to fill up a glafs of
wine, of which indeed I was very necedful.
I propofed to get a fourth hand, and pafs the
time with a pack of cards, which was agreed
to, and frequently practifed afterwards. No-
thing happened in our way to Tamboff worth
notice, except at this place our fecretary, in
a fneering manner, told me, that my fervant
Mahomet was an extraordinary archer ; for,
{aid he, he killed upon wing two geefe with
two arrows, I fent for Mahomet, queftion-
ed him about it ; he did net deny the fact,
but faid, that his comerades wagered that he
could not; therefore, to convince them, he
fhot two geefe. I threatened to caufe whip

him, if ever I found him guilty of ﬂlootiflig
: the



TRAVELS. 249

the people’s geefe again, and thus let him
go. The boy was fo infolent as, even in my
hearing, to fay, that I durft not caufe punifh
him, but that if I fhould offer any fuch vio-
lence to him, he would inftantly cut his
throat. I ordered him to be brought back,
laid down before the ftandard, and caufed
whip him till he came in all obedience, and
promifed never to aét in the like manner,
nor ufe fuch expreffions. This boy after-
wards proved one of the beft fervants I ever
had, went, and returned with me from Perfia,
without having been guilty of one fault. It
was very difagreeable to me to caufe punifh
the young man. I knew that threatening
would have proved fatisfactory to any rea-
fonable man, and would have {atisfied the
prince; but his having threatened to deftroy
himfelf, was truly the caufe of my rigour,
which was defigned more for his good, than
for any fatisfaction I pretended to.  Experi-
ence will teach men, that the fooner a crimi-
nal is punifhed for his fault, the better effect
it has to reclaim and bring him to reafon;
which holds true with a great number of men
who join together with a view to difturb the
public peace. If a few were punifhed at the ve-
ry beginning with all the {everity the regulati-
ons permit, it would be a mean to fave the

lives of thoufands.
The punithing of that boy had another
good effect in relation to the whole com-
' | o mand 3
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mand ; for they looked on me, and not with-
out reafon, as a favourite : When they faw,
for a {mall fault, that I readily caufed puniflx
my fervant, they had not the leaft doubrt, that
if I had not done fo, the prince would have
been diflatisfied with me ; and therefore con-
cluded, that liberties of that kind would meet
with no pardon from the prince.

At Tamboff, we dined with Captain Swi-
nine, a Ruffian, and an old Taverhofl’ ac-
quaintance ; he was captain of a man of war,
but at prefent voivode or governor of this
city and its appendages. After dinner, we
marched on, having now come up with the
baggage ; nor did any thing happen worth
acquainting the reader through the great de-
fart of ene hundred and eighty verfls, till we
arrived at Chopra caftle.

We arrived late, and by fome uncommon
accident I happened to come up with the
rear. I conftantly drove to the houfe where
the prince lodged ; and, as I flept in my
waggon, I had it placed near the outer cen-
tinels, to prevent thieves from plundering
me. When I went into a large room, where
all our gentlemen were already affembled, 1
faw my old acquaintance the governor, and,
not knowing what had happened, went up
and kindly faluted him. The prince feemed
not well pleafed at my freedom, and afked
me? how I came to be acquainted with him,
telling that he defigned to appoint another

governor
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governor to this caftle, and fend him to St
Peteriburgh to anfwer for his want of due
refpect to her Majefty’s orders.

At the latter end of laft year or the begin-
ning of this, a general order, by her Ma-
jefty’s direction, was fent to all the gover-
nors in the Ruflian empire, commanding,
that no cannon fhould be fired off in honour
to any general in the army, as was formerly
the cuftom, unlefs the general paid for the
powder expended upon fuch occafions.

The Emprefs, defigning that this grand em-
bafly fhould be honourably refpected even in
the barbarous parts of Perfia, fent orders to
the governors of all the provinces thro” which
we were deftined to march, fignitying her
Majefty’s pleafure, that all and every one of
her fubjects fhould know that Prince Golit-
zin, now on his way to Perfia, where-ever he
fhould go, reprefented her Majefty’s facred
perfon, and requiring, that they fhould pay
the fame obedience to his orders, as if {he
herfelf had given them : And farther, that the
Imperial ftandard fhould be fet up where-
ever his main-guard fhould happen to be ;
and laftly, that all honours fhould be paid
him, in the {ame manner as are done to her
Majefty.

The poor governor had not caufed fire off
his cannon, ftupidly enough waiting for or-
ders from the prince,a nd money to pay for the

powder.
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powder.  When the prince however was f{a-
tisfied that his want of refpect proceeded
purely from ignorance of his ‘duty, like the
reft of his actions, he frankly forgave him,
and I conveyed him into the caftle to pay
my refpeéts to the captain’s old wife. Next
morning, the governor did not forget to
give the prince a double royal falute, at
which he laughed heartily, but when he had
confidered the reafon, he obferved that the
governor would eafily account for his hav-
ing performed his duty regularly by the
expence of the powder upon this occafion,
and we proceeded on our journey to Tza-

ritzin without meeting w;th any thing worth
notice.

We were obliged to remain at Tzaritzin

a few days, until the baggage was fhipped
off by water for Aftrachan, in which fhort
time very little happened worth notice. ' My
old acquaintance Captain Vedeman came to
me in the evening, to whom I returned
thanks for the civilities he had conferred on
me in the caftle. He told me that his fon-
in-law was f{ent upon fome expedition near
the Cafpian fea; that his daughter was big
with child, and very near her time. She was
very melancholy upon this occafion, and the
more {0, as her hufband had but lately re-
turned from f{ome clange;ous expedition a-
gainft robbers; whereas it was great opple[‘
{ion to f'end him twice, and other C‘lpt’lm%
in
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in the regiment doing nothing, whofe pro-
per turn it was now to have gone : He there-
fore defired that I would {peak to the Prince,
that he might put a ftop to a practice fo par-
tial and irregular. I faid that I owed him
that fervice ; but advifed him to tell me no-
thing but what he could make good; be-
caufe if his relation fhould be contradicted
by his enemics, the Prince would caufe in-
quiry to be made, and that if it did not
turn out quite true, it would at leaft throw
a great cloud between the Prince and him.
I told him that I was certain the Prince
would reprove their general for not looking
better after his officers : I begged of him to
wait a fhort time till I returned, and ac-
quainted the Prince ; he ordered Vede-
man into his prefence, who told him the
fame ftory he had told me. The Prince
fent one of his gentlemen, who was prefent,
to General Zabrenfke, to require that the
captain fhould be recalled immediately, and
another to be appointed in his place.  Next
day he arrived with gladnefs to his wife in
the city, and the old general fent for me to
confult me about a violent pain in one of his
knees. When I went to him, the prince was
with him; he faid that he had been long
plagued with this pain ; that he had applied
feveral medicines to it, which hitherto had
no good effect: But, faid he, yefterday I
was advifed torub it with my fafting {pictle,

and



254 VOYAGES axp

and I think it is a little eafier. I anfwered,
that as the medicine was quite f{afe, and he
found fome relief, I was of opinion, he
{hould continue it ; but if it proved, at laft,
ineffetual, before the prince left Tzaritzin,
I would very readily give my advice in- writ-
ing, for which he returned me thanks. He
was very old, and had been in all Peter the
Great’s wars, was many times wounded;
one he had from the left corner of his
mouth to his ear very confpicuous, and I
judged it better to let the old gentleman
pleale his fancy, than throw away medicines
ineffectually ; for his conftitution feemed to
be much worn out; and he not far from dif-
folution ; which I 'was told happened foon
after this,

Tzaritzin produceth the greateft flocks of
partridges I ever faw any where, and the
have a particular way of catching them, at
this time of the year, when they continue
in great flocks, which is very fimple. They
extend a net between two long {mall poles,
about twenty feet diftant the one from the
other : They fix two long fmall cords to the
top of" each pole, which makes four cords ;
one man lies down on the fand between the
town and river, where thefe fowls fly after
fun-fet, and another man placeth himfelf in
the fame manner on the other fide of the
poles; then the one who has the fmalleft

portion of two ropes or cords I fpoke of,
pulls
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pulls to him, which raifeth the poles till they
are ere(t, where they keep them, till a
flock of partridges happen to fly into the
net : The man, on whofe fide of the net the
partridges are, pulls to him, till he brings
the net with its contents to the ground. I
haye feen twenty partridges thus taken at
one pull, fometimes many, fometimes few,
and it alfo happens that the fowlers in an
evening will get none; but that is rare.

Here I firft difcovered that Major Berezin
envied my happinefs in the prince’s favour.
He wanted me to commit a very.great crime,
fcarcely excufable either by the laws of the
empire or common reafon. Upon the way
to Aftrachan I conftantly flept in my wag-
gon for coolnefs, and the benefit of a frefh
healthy air. I was a wvery great lover of
{hooting, and ufed to divert myfelf one or
two hours daily with that exercife. The
partridges were not thy here; for they
would fly amongft the horfes in the yards to
pick the oats they f{cattered. One morning
about fun-rifing, the major roufed me from
a fveet fleep, in order, as he faid, to geta
good fhot ; before, however, I had dreffed
myf{elf, T had come to the ufe of my reafon,
but was not a little furprid to fee him
point to a great flock of partridges fitting on
the top of the very houfe the prince fleeped
in, builtall with timber, and covered with
the fame materials : The drought had been

for
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for a long time very great, and a little bit
of lighted ftubble might have burnt down
the city. Add to this, that, by an imperial
order, itis forbidden to fhoot in or near a
fortified caftle or city where powder maga-
zines are kept. At prefent, I took no no-
tice to the major that I would refent fuch a
piece of bafenefs ; [ only faid, that it was
a very childith advice, which none but chil-
dren or madmen would follow, and went
out of the city to feek {port in the fields. At
breakfaft, Itold it to the prince befoy the
major and a few of our gentlemen : T did
not forget to obferve how eafily a man
might have been brought into fuch a ferape
before he was in a condition to make ufe of
his reafon, and took notice of the danger the
city might have been expofed to by fuch an
imprudent action, The major attempted to
alleviate his vile intention, but it would not
do ; he then caft {fome refletions upon my
prefumption to endeavour to load him with
the prince’s anger: To this I made anfwer,
that I had too good reafons for making the
prince fenfible either of his the major’s ftu-
pidity, or that he was capable to advife a
man, he intended to do all the ill he could
to, to commit an action either villainous,
or foolith, by which many thoufand inno-
cent people might have fuffered greatly, and
even the empire itfelf. The prince made
fome fenfible obfervations upon this affair,

and
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and, in a paternal manner, counfelled the
major to be more circumfpe& in time co-
ming ; and did not forget to demonftrate
the dangerhe would have been in for giving
fo foolifh an advice'; but he intended to
keep us in friendfhip. The major ufed more
freedom in his difcourfe before the prince
than I thought was decent, of which I'fome-
times put him in remembrance. At laft he di-
ftantly threatened me, which language I was
a ftranger to: He alfo made fome refletions
concerning the difference of our rank, and
the little refpet I had all along fhown to
him. ' To all which I anfwered, that 2
well-behaved officer would ever be loved
and refpeted by men of underftanding :
That fuperficial foolifh fops never could be
fatisfied : That the cafe was acknowledged
tobein a very low ftate, when it could be
fupported no other way, and by no other
argument than a fuperior rank in the army.
Ijeeringly faid, that it was very well known
the Emprefs had three hundred and fifty
thoufand regular troops, each of whofe rank
was confiderably inferior to mine, yet, by
pronouncing one order, fhe could inftantly
make any one of that great number either a
major, colonel, dc. juft as fhe fhould think
proper : ButTasked him, Whether he thought
it poflible, that fhe could inftantly, without
education, make one of all that great num-
ber qualified for my bufinefs?  And, laftly,

Kk~ Twld
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I told him, that though I made no preten~
fion to be a foldier, yet I defpifed his threats,
and thought myfelf completely qualified to
defend myfelf againft any bravo whatfoever,
eipecially as I happened to have the moft
contemptible notion of either their honour
or true courage. At this the major was go-
ing to make fome bold reply, with a coun-
tenance full of anger, and martial pride,
when the prince ordered filence. Break-
falt ended, we retired. Some of our offi-
cers were well pleafed with what had hap-
pened, for he had carried a very high com-
mand over them ; efpecially, asthey were
not well known to the prince as yet, they
did not care to aflert their right all at once.
Soon after this, the major and I made up
matters (o effectually, that, during the whole
time of the embafly we never had any great
difpute, whatever private animofities he
might have retained againft me.

We had now been fix days in this city,
during which we had f{ent off all our heavy
baggage and prefents for Aftrachan, under
a good guard of our foldiers, when the
prince gave orders for us to march out of
town next morning at break of day. We
were all in motion, and the greateft part of
the command already in the defart, when I
was roufed from fleep by the report of the
great guns from the city walls, in honour of

the prince. 'We had a convoy of five hun-
dred
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dred Coffacks added to our dragoons, which
was enough for any body of {cattered
Kalmucks that we could meet with in the
defart, efpecially as the banks of the Vol-
ga were well lined with many regiments
of dragoons and Coflacks. ‘We arrived on
the banks of the Volga, oppofite to Aftra-
chan, in the evening of the ninth day af-
ter our departure from Tzaritzin. In the
morning the prince was attended by all the
principal officers and citizens in Aftrachan.
The governor fent his barge for the prince,
and many boats from the admiralty brought
over the reft of his retinue. This morning,
between fleep and waking, I was afflicted
with an exceeding itchy fenfation in my left
leg.  Not doubting that it was the bite of
fome infect, T haftily feratched the part af*
fected. The nail of one of my fingers
catched hold of the fimalleft angle of a piece
of matter as hard as a bone, and raifed it
up, tearing the fcarf {kin off more than half
an inch long, which occafioned a very finart
pain; the bafe, however, ftuck faft, and re-
quired fome affiftance togetitout. Thiscould
be nothing elfe but perfpirable matter, which
by length of time had increafed to fuch hard-
nefs and magnitude infenfibly: It was in
form of an Ifofceles, thelittle wound of which
I bear the mark to this day, but foon healed
up, without any difficulty,

The
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The prince ordered his barge to row di=
rectly to the great gate in the city, reach-
ing to the Volga, and commanded all his
gentlemen to row immediately after him.
Now the Volga exhibited a fhow of a greater
number of barges, boats, and canoes, than
ever I had feen upon it at any one time be-
fore this. As we pafled the admiralty, they
faluted him with their ordnance. At laft
we arrived ; the governor waited at the port
to receive his Excellency. The governor,
having paid his compliments, defired to
know, It his Excellency would pleafe to be
carried into the city in his coach? This the
prince declined ; returned him thanks, and
told him, that he chuied rather to walk ; and
immediately went forward to the gate;
which he no fooner entered, than the great
guns above that gate began, and the falute
went round both city and citadel. The ca-
valcade marched flowly to the houfe appoint-
ed for the prince’s reception, not very far
from the port. The ftreets on both fides
were lined with foldiers under arms, both
for honour, and to keep off the mob from
obftructing the paflage of their former go-
vernor, whom they greatly loved, By the
time the ordnance had finithed the firing,
the prince was entering into his houfe, when
the {inall arms began, and gave a running
fire fromg the houfe to the port. The go-
vernor had ordered the ftandard to be placed

before
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before the prince’s apartments, at his arrival,
with a guard of a hundred and twenty men,
and defired to know, If his Highnefs requi-
red a greater number ? but this he declined.

CH AP. XVIL

Concerning what bappened ar Aftrachan during
our flay there, &c.

Pa1p my refpes to my old friends, and
left the management of my affairs to the
care of my younger brother William (the fame
who was killed at the Moro Caftle,) whom I
had left in Aftrachan with Mr Thomfon.
They were the firft who informed me, that
the tables were turned with Governor Tatif-
hoff': That, no doubt, many complaints had
contributed thereto ; but that the murder of
the Armenian, formerly taken notice of, had
given the finithing ftroke ; for that the Ar-
menians had privately fent a deputation to
St Peterfburgh, who had managed matters
fo well, that another governer was appoint-
ed in his place; and that he was ordered to
Mofcow, to be there tried forthe many erimes
“laid to his charge. Others faid, that they
had private letters from St Peterfburgh, af-
firming, that orders were either fent, or to
be fent foon, commanding Mr Tatifhoff to
be kept prifoner and tried in Aftrachan, un-
der
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der the direction of Prince Golitzin. I
went alfo at a proper time to pay my re-
{pets to the governor, whofe misfortunes
I could not help commiferating, though I
was certain he had deferved any thing which
could happen. This undoubtedly is a weak-
nefs which I never could get the better of,
and when it takes pofleflion of the hearts of
men in great power, produces very dange-
rous confequences, and much unhinges go-
vernment. I believe, if, upon this occa-
fion, I had been his abfolute judge, I would
probably have caufed him reftore to every
one what he had furreptitioufly, or other-
wife, taken from them, but could have pro-
ceeded to no higher punifhment. Mr Ta-
tithoff T found the very {fame man, not at all
caft down : He told me, that a fet of fools,
his enemies, who durft not attack him brave-
ly, had fent a fool, like themfelves, to be go-
vernor of Aftrachan ; and that he had orders
to retire to Mofcow, being afraid to let him
go for St Peterfburgh, left, faid he, I get
an opportunity of deteting their unwor-
thinefs to her Majefty, or her miniftry ;
but, faid he, that may yet happen to
be the cafe; for they are not overloaded
with prudence; I know them well. He
{aid much more, with which it is needlefs to
trouble the reader. However, in a few days
this new governor arrived ; and no fooner
did he come tec the city, than Mr Tatifhoff

yielded
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yielded up the palace to him, and profered
to fell him his coach-horfes, and as tnuch
hay as would completely feed them, and ma-
ny more, during the winter. The new go-
vernor faid, that he would buy them all at
the price Tatifhoff had put on them, but ac-
knowledged, that he had not enough of mo-
ney to pay for them at that time. Mr Ta-
tifhoff anfwered, that if he would only give
his bill, payable againit a certain term, they
fhould be at his fervice. This the other a-
greed to; and then Mr Tatifhoff defired the
ufe of the barge to carry him to the other fide
of the Volga, becaufe he intended to fet
out for Ruffia next morning early. This
was not refufed ; and he immediately lefc
Aflrachan. Mr Thomfon and I took a fare-
well of him that evening on the other fide,
where we fupped with him, and were enter-
tained with his opinion of our new governor.
Eight days had not paffed, when the gover-
nor received an order from the fenate, or-
dering him to confine Mr Tatifhoff in A-
ftrachan, and bring him to a trial there, un-
der the direction of Prince Golitzin.

It feems Mr Tatifhoff had got notice from St
Peterfburgh, that the fenate would fend fuch
an order ; wherefore he, (Mr Tatifhoff,) fent
for the poft-mafter, and charged him to fend
ftraight into the governor’s houfe all man-
ner of pacquets or letters, and all couriers

from
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from either St Peterfburgh or Mofcow : By
this means he got the order now fpoken of,
and put it into his pocket, without commu-
nicating the contents of it to any belonging
to the Chancery or Precawfe. He carried it
with him till he was at or near Tzaritzin,
and then returned it, under a blank cover,
to our new governor ; who no fooner recei-
ved it, than he fent off an officer to bring
him back. This officer came up with him
about Tamboff, and declared what orders
he had from the governor of Aftrachan : But
Mr Tatifthoff was not to be taken in fuch a
pitiful trap.  He laughed heartily at the go-
vernor of Aftrachan, and ordered the of-
ficer to tell him, that he was not fit to go-
vern Aftrachan, who a&ted fo much like a
child ; for, faid he, none but a child or
changeling would fend orders to apprehend
-any perfon in another governor’s province,
without his knowledge ; and therefore re-
quired him to return back to Aftrachan.
The officer faid, that he thought the new
governor had mot acted right, but that he
was obliged to obey ; and therefore bcgged,
that Mr Tatifhoff would give him a letter to
“carry to the governor, that he might be con-
vinced he had come up with him. This Mr
Tatifhoff readily granted, and proceeded on
his way to Mofcow, where 1 fhall for the
prefent leave him.
._ My
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My place by the fea ho(pital was now fill-
ed up by a phyfician, a Macedonian, who
had ftudied at Padua: He told me, thatin
the year 1739, the laft year of the Turkith
war, his countrymen, the Macedonian Chri-
ftians, had affembled in a body of between
thirty and forty thouland men, with a delign
to free themfelves from “Turkifh flavery ;
prompted thereto by the Ruflian {uccefs in
Walachia and Moldavia ; but that the peace,
which foon fucceeded, and the Ruifians ha-
ving been ignorant of {o formidable a body
of triends, was the caufe of the toral ruin of
them all ; for the Turks fell on them with
great armies; and though they {old theirlives
very dear, killed them all to a man, making
their country a defart. If this account is
true, it ferves to demonftrate, that the Greeks
are not quite reduced to infenfibility, and
that they are very fenfible of the weight of
the opprefiions to which they are at prefent
fubjeéted ; from which they would very wil-
lingly run all rifks to be freed. It {hows
alfo, that very great armies of Chiriftians
might be formed in Greece, lecing Macedo-
nia could produce forty thouland effective
men alone: And, if I remember well, the
doctor faid, that thefe forty thoufand men
were only gathered together from a part of
Macedonia.

Farly we received advice from St Peter(*
burgh, that we were to take up our winter-

L1 quarters,
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quarters in this city ; becaufe in October it
was too late in the year to proceed to Perfia;
wherefore every thing was fo difpofed of as
to give us no trouble ; fo that our time was
fpent in diverting ourlelves as we thought
proper. The prince exerciled himfelf twice,
and fometimes thrice a-week in hunting.
When I left Aftrachan I was in poflefiion of
fix ¢xcellent grey-hounds, which 1 gave to my
friends, with a promife, that they fhould be
returned, if I required them, when I came
back. Of this I acquainted the prince, and
he ordered me to demand them, becaufe there
was daily more than enough left in his kit-
chen than would have fed double that num-
ber.  He bought for me an excellent poin-
ter of the largeft fize, When the prince
did not think proper to take his diverfion in
the fields, he caufed his gentlemen aflemble
in his hall, and play at cards ; fometimes he
joined them, He loved to have all his offi-
cers about him ; and if at any time any of
them did not make their appearance at din-
ner, (for he kept daily open table for us all,)
he could not be content till he was made cer-
tain they were all well, The mufic played
daily during the time of dinner, in a {inall
room opening into the hall, and the kettle
drums and trumpets played upon a balcony
before the hall, facing a large {quare, when
the muficians took a reft.  If the governor,
orany of his own gentlemen, defired to make

a party
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a party with the ladies for a dance, he
never refufed the mufic, and very frequent-
Iy would invite them to dance in his own
hall, which was very large and convenient.
Who could be diffatisfied with {fuch a com-
mander ! And who would not have defired
to live with fuch agreeable company? If a-
ny cifpute happened at any time amongft
our gentlemen, the prince would not {peak
frecly to either, till he was well aflured that
friendfhip was again heartily agreed upon:
And as he hated all manner of ceremony,
nothing was {o agreeable to him as to hear
them converfe in his prefence with the great-
eft innocent polite freedom.

One of our young gentlemen, one even-
ing, having had a proper opportunity, was
diverting himfelf with a very young maid.
The young gentleman was rich; and the
commandant, who was a mifchievous man,

very different from our prince, having got
notice of it, perfuaded the girl to declare,
that he wanted to commit a rape upon her,
and that fhe was all torn, and otherwife a-
bufed. .This fhe did, and her mother de-
clared the fame thing. When things were
profperoufly carried fuch lengths, the com-
mandant waited upon the prince witha re-
port of his own forming, in order to get the
gentleman pur under arreft. The prince,
without permitting the commandant to go
away, gave orders to the major to fend a

few
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few men to her mother’s houfe, and bring
the girl before him immediately. The com-
mandant hearing this, faid, that both fhe
and her mother were in his houfe, with his
wife, and begged, that, as fhe had complain-
ed to him, he might have the liberty to judge
of this affair. The prince, knowing the man,
ordered the major to fend for them directly ;
telling the commandant, that he would find
out the truth of this himfelf ; adding, that
he was much miftaken, if there was a more
modeft youth in the city. They had not
vaited long till both mother and daughter
were brought into the prince’s prelence.
Without afking a fingle queftion about the
affair, he ordered the major to place the girl
with his wafher-woman, and a trufly centi-
nelat the door, to permit none to {peak with
her but fuch as fhould have his permiffion.
Then he turned to the commandant, and
faid, that her Majefty had trufted him with
affairs of much more concern than that ; and
concluded by defiring him to go home, fay-
ing, that he would take the trouble to fearch
to the bottom of this dirty affair.

The commandant was no fooner gone,.
than he fent for the young gentleman, and
queftioned him privately, defiring him to fave
trouble, by telling the truth ; and afluring
him, that he would endeavour to make things
as caly as was poflible, even fuppofing his
accufers were right.  The youth frankly ac-

knowledged,
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knowledged, that he had fondled with her,
but abfolutely denied that he had had any
further concern with her. He faid, that he
was of opinion it would not have been dif-
agreeable to the maid ; but the place where
they were was too open to attempt any thing
of that kind. He continued to lay, that fhe
never called out, but laughed, as people do
when they are tickled. So far good. The
major was fent next to interrogate-this young
artful daughter of Eve, but could make
out nothing, after twenty-four hours clofe
confinement. At laft it was agreed upon as
the beft and final trial, to order Dr Lerch
and me {lrictly to examine her before honeft
matrons ; for fhe faid, that at that time fhe
was all fwelled, and in fuch condition as is
better underftood than defcribed.  Accord-
ingly, the doétor and I having received pro-
per orders, went, in company with a few of
the officers, to pay the firft vifit to this ter-
magant. I was informed, that the doctor
was in great friendfhip with the command-
ant, and confequently, it was fufpected, would
favourhimasmuchashe well could; wherefore
I was very cautious how lacted. At ourentry,
I defired the doctor to put what queftions he
might think proper ; which, indeed, were
few, and very little to the purpofe. When
he had done, I told her, that I was very for-
vy fo many people had got {o much trouble
about this affair: That I fhould not take up

time
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time to put a fingle queftion to her ; only as
{he was a very young woman, it the had the
leaft modeily, the would not chute to have
her body expofed to the open view of men
and women, unlels there was truly great
caufe for it. I oblerved to her, that Dr
Lerch and I, both married men, who had
many years {erved her Majefty honourably,
would, after the ftri¢teft fearch, declare the
truth ; and that, fuppofing fhe had been
privately playing tricks with herfelf, which
might deceive ignorant people, yet I could
aflure ber, that all the tricks he was miftrefs
of would not deceive us. I obferved to
her farther,. that, fuppofing we reported,
which probably would be the cafe, that fhe
herfelf was the caule of any complaint (he
had made ; in that cafe, the would be pu-
nifhed moft feverely with the whip ; where-
as if, without giving us or herfelf any fur-
ther trouble, fhe told the truth, I could af-
{ure her, that the prince would immediately
give orders to let her go, without any pu-
nithment whatfoever. Having done, 1 de-
manded her anfwer, or elfe we would im-
mediately proceed as we were ordered.  She
began with pouring forth a flood of tears,
and faid. that the lieutenant had only fond-
led with her: That her mother having got
notice of it, {uppofing that he was very rich,
had hurt her, and otherways metamorpholed
her, fo as to make people believe fbe had

been
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been abufed : That the commandant’s wife
had no {inall fhart in this bafe affair. This
was all taken down in writing, in the pre-
fence of many gentlemen, by whom it was
attefted to have been taken without dread of
punifhnient, or being encouraged thereto by
the hopes of reward ; and, by the prince’s
orders, {he waslet go: But her mother was
taken up, put under arreft, where {he con-
fefled allo; but added, that the was prompt-
ed thereto by the commandant’s wife. No
doubt, fhe hoped to efcape punithment, as
her daughter had done ; but in this the was
deceived 3 for the prince ordered her to be
whipped ; which, I was informed, the major
caufed to be performed with feverity. The.
commandant was by this means fo reclaim-
ed, that he gave no difturbance to any of us
during our ftay there; for the prince told
him, that he was to take care of his proper
affairs with afliduity, and fend his reports to
the major: That the prince was determined,
after this never to make him his companion :
And finally, that if he did not in every
refpeét behave as became an officer, he,
(the prince,) would appoint another com-
mandant, and f{end him ellewhere. It is
impoflible to imagine, that a body of {fo ma-
ny young men could remain {0 long in one
p}ace without {ome turmoils happening fome-
times, notwithftanding the beft care haying
been taken to prevent them.

It
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It is not worth the reader’s while, nor in-
deed mine, to write every incident which
happened during our ftay at Aftrachan. Let
it therefore fuflice to fay, that, one day the
prince having fent a criminal to the gover-
nor to be punifhed, the governor did not
readily inflict the punifhment, but reported,
that he would take time to inquire into the
affair, and then proceed as the prince had
dire¢ted. Upon receiving this report, the
prince caufed demand the prifoner directly,
Jetting the governor know, that if he refufed
to comply, he would immediately fulpend
him from being governor, till her Majefty’s
pleafure fhould be known. The governor
would not risk too much, and therefore fent
back the prifoner, who was inftantly punifh-
ed at the ftandard, as were all others ever af-
ter this, who had tranigretfled in our neigh-
bourhoeod, or with the embafly.

One winter-day I went to the country for
a drive in my fledge, and to feek a little di-
verlion. I was dreffed in a fur, and was ac-
companied by two of our own foldiers. [
had got into one of the vine-gardens at the
greatelt diftance from the city. T left my
fledge and the foldiers at the proprietor’s
houfe till T had fearched the garden. 1 had
got one {hot, and the covey did not fly very
far, bur lighted in a corner of the fame gar-
den. After I had charged, I walked up to-

wards
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wards the place where they were, and fpied
two men coming upon the fame ground ;
one of them carried nets, poles, &c. upon
his fhoulders, for catching partridges. I
requefted them not to go upon the game,
faying, that I was in purfuic of them. The
fellow who had the poles over his fhoulder
anf{wered me by threats, and much oppro-
brious language, and advanced very faft to
where I ftood. I charged him to keep at
a diftance, threatening to fhoot him, if he
did not. One of them went away ; but he
with the poles advanced in a great rage.
Although I was in no {mall danger, and out
of the view or hearing of the foldiers, 1 could
not think of fhooting a man who had no
fire arms. I waited, and when near, que-
ftioned him, What could be the reafon of fo
much anger at me, for afking a very fmall
favour ! The brute continued his threats,
till he was now within reach of me, and was
preparing to give me 2a blow with his poles ;
when, with the butt-end of my piece, I, de-
figning to ftrike on his face, hit him on the
neck fo firm a blow, that he fell into a hol-
low, where I reiterated my firokes two or
three times, and then run to the top of a ri-
{ing ground to call the foldiers. They very
foon appeared, and feized this villain. If
any boor affronts an officer in her Majefly’s
fervice, the officer, without being obliged to
follow a tedious way of profecution at law,

M m inftantly
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inftantly punifheth the fellow for his fault.
I cherefore ordered the foldiersto take him to
the houfe, where 1 defigned to caufe chaftife
him. When all was ready, and the fellow ftrip-
ped, thelandlord appeared, and difcharged me
from correting him on his ground. I, un-
certain whether I had a right to correct him
there, ordered the foldiers to let him go ; of
which he was fo very glad, that, without
waiting to put on his cloaths, he took them
up in his arms, and ran off as faft as he was
able. I ordered the horfes to be put to, and
told thelandlord, that, though T was a ftran-
ger to that villain he had now preferved from
the juft punifhment I defigned for him, I
would have no difficulty to get at him as his
abbettor ; and returned to Aftrachan, and
acquainted the prince of this affair. He or-
dered a ferjeant with a few men to bring in
the landlord, who hardly efcaped a whip-
ping ; but, by my interceflion, was let go,
after he had difcovered the abode of his vil-
lainous neighbour ; who alfo being appre-
hended in his bed, was brought in. He beg-
ged, that the {erjeant would bring him to me
firft ; where, with tears, and promifes never
to be guilty of the like to any other, I for-
gave him, and defired the ferjeant to acquaint
the major, in order to have him liberated ;
but this the major durft not do, till the
prince was made acquainted with his being
brought there. The prince, after he had
examined
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examined him, and he had acknowledged his
crime, and begged for forgivenefs, faid, that
as 1 had already forgiven him, for what he
had acted againft me, fo he forgave him for
that trefpafs; but as he had trefpafled againfk
the peace of the country, he ordered him to
be whipped feverely, and let go. ~ After this
we remained in Aftrachan without any di-
fturbance, till we got orders to proceed on
our way to Perfia, by the weft fide of the
Cafpian Sea. '

Capt. Bernhour,one of our gentlemen, Mr
Thomfon, and I, made a party to. go to hunt
the wild boar at a fifhery near the Cafpian,
where it was faid many of thefe creatures
were frequently {een. Having obtained leave
of the prince, we fet out inaftrongfroftto the
fithery, but got no {port, However, night
drew on, and we agreed to lodge there, and
take our fleep in a warm room upon fome
hay. We were compofing ourfelves to fleep,
when the man who lived in the fithery ac-
quainted us, that feveral men had belet this
building, and advifed us to get up, left they
might burn it, or get atour horfes. We
were not long in getting ready ; and our
pieces being all charged with ball for the
boars, we primed afrefh, and went aut. The
building was a {quare, into which they had
not ventured to come. We went out at the
only entry, and fpied three horfemen at the
corner ; at whom onc of us fired a piftol,

charged
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charged only with powder, upon which
they rode off. We went quite round the
fithery without feeing any more. This a-
larm put an end to our fleep that night ;
and we returned to Aftrachan next morning
as early as we could. At which time the
prince was ordering a party of dragoons to
come for us ; for he had got notice, that a
ftrong body of Caracalpaaks were in thefe
parts. 'We told him what we had met with,
and how narrowly we had efcaped. Upon
which he ordered the governor to fend off
{fome men to protet the merchants fifheries.
And this accident, trifling as it was, proved
the fafety of the fifheries ; for the Caracal-
paaks, knowing they were difcovered, made
no ftay, but returned into their own coun-

try, without committing any depredations.
One day, foon after our arrival in Aftra-
chan, one of the three Tartars who had con-
voyed me with their horfes from Aftrachan
to Tzaritzin, told me, that as he and his
countrymen were returning betwixt Eanatai-
ova and Aftrachan, the Kalmucks way-laid
them, murdered the other two, and wound-
ed ‘him, and robbed them of their horfes, and
other effects. He faid, that they pretended
that they did fo to revenge the death of their
friends, who had attacked us, as I mention-
ed formerly. He faid, that, having been
wounded at their firft affavle, he fell, and,
for
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for fome time, was infenfible: That when
he recovered the ufe of his reafon, the Kal-
mucks had gone off with their horfes, carri-
ages, cloaths, and money, leaving only his
two dead countrymen with him: That {oon
after, fome filhermen took him into their
boat, having buried his friends, and fent
him to Aftrachan: That he had applied to
the governor, and had difcovered fome of
the horfes ; but neither could get the Kal-
mucks punifhed, nor his horfes returned,
which were in pofleflion of the Ruffian refi-
dent, by the Khan. T applied, and ufed all
my intereft to get the poor man’s horfes re-
turned ; but the refident eluded all my en-
deavours, upon pretence that that affair had
already coft him much more than the value
of the horfes. Thus we fee, by this in-
ftance, that juftice is very hardly to be got-
ten, even in Ruffia, without paying more than
the value of'it.

I fhall mention two cafes which happen-
ed in our hofpital this winter; which ap-
pearing fingular to me, who has had fo very
extenfive practice, may be agreeable to fome
of my readers. I was informed that a young
ftrong dragoon was very ill of an erfypelas
over his right arm ; and Dr Lerch defiring
my advice, I, amongft other things, recom-
mended to blood him. Accordingly, one
of our young men took fixteen ounces of
blood from the right arm, confidering that

the
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the dragoon was very feverifh, and all rea=
{onable afliftance, both internal and exter-
nal, was not wanting. Next morning,
when we came to the hofpital, I was not a
little furprized to fee the right arm exceffive-
ly inflamed, and rafhly found fault with the
young man who had let bloed. I therefore
called for a lancet, and let blood from his
left arm. His fever being nothing dimi-
nifhed, on the third day the inflammation
had fixed itfelf in the arm which I had
blooded, and the other arm was not in the
leaft inflamed. Now I faw plainly how
much I was deceived, and how ignorant I
was about all the differences of this dangerous
difeafe. . This poor man lay in the greateft
danger in a high fever more than five wecks,
before we could have the leaft hopes of his
recovery. It changed its fituation every
five or fix days: Nor did he recover till it
had run over his whole body ; the face and
hairy fcalp were not exempted ; and in three
or four days after it had left the part, the
fcarf-skin came off, as if a bliftering plaifter
had been applied to it, This, however,
was the only example I ever met with of
the like kind, though I have undoubtedly
feen many thoufands in this difeafe. The
man recovered. afterwards to an exceeding

goad flate of health.
One day the dottor defired that I would
vifit a dragoon, much diftreffed with an ex-
crelcence
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crefcenice in ano, which prevented his getting
paflage by ftool. At my firflt vifitation we
difcovered a globe, of a red colour, about
the bignefs of a finall plumb, pendulous.
When I drew it to me, I introduced a pair
of good fciflars, and at once thapped it off.
Next day, we difcovered another, and the
day following a third, all which I cut off in
the fame manner ; and the man recovered |
without any other trouble. The mention-
ing of thefe difeafes fo very briefly, may be
of ufe to fome, and cannot be very difagree-
able to any of my learned and humane rea-
ders.

The Ruffians being at peace with all their
neighbours affords me nothing of moment
to fay about our armies, and indeed there
was little difturbance of any kind upon the
borders of Aftrachan. One evening late, the
governor fent to defire I would fpeak with
hini; when I came, I faw Mr Chiricefl the
fecretary, and judged that fome affairs con-
cerning the Britith trade was going on. The
governor defired me to take a glafs or two of
wine, and then produced a bundle of Englifh
letters, which he had received from Perfia.
He faid, that he wanted, by orders from St
Peterfburgh, to know only if they mention-
ed any thing of the Shach or Captain Elton.
He defired therefore, as no- perfon was able
to interpret them in Aftrachan, that T would
take the trouble to glance them over, and let

him
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him know if any thing was mentioned in
them relating to thefe two men, telling me
at the fame time, that he was authorifed to
do fo by the Britifh merchants in St Peter(-
burgh. He faid, that he wanted to know
nothing of the merchants private affairs, nor
of their accompts. Not doubting of the
truth of all he told me, I run them over, and
fome mention was made of Captain Elton,
but none about Kouli Khan. The fecretary
took down what was written about Elton ;
and, when all was done, he produced a pa-
per, defiring me to fign it, obliging myfelf
never to difcover that he had required me to
communicate the contents of thefe letters to
him. At this I ftared, and being furprifed,
told him that I fufpected he had no good au-
thority for  what we had been doing, and
added, that I never would fign that paper,
nor interpret another letter for him; and
took my laft farewell, as I never. could be

prevailed upon to make him a fecond vifit.
The Imperial Duke was feized with the
fimall-pox in the beginning of this year, as
he was travelling between Mofcow and St
Peterfburgh, to which laft city he was going.
He lay ill in fome village, recovered very
well, and was married upon the prefent Em-
prefs in the month of September. The wed-
ding was very grand and fhowy. Our major
was prefent at it, and gave us, at his return,
a very
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a very {fuccinét account, but which is not ve-
ry material to the reader.

C HAP. XIX,

Concerning what paffed in the Year 1746. Our
March from Aflrachan to Kizlaar, dyc.

ROM January till July, we lived as I de-
{cribed formerly ; nor did any thing hap-
pen worth the reader’s notice, except that
fometimes laft winter, a fumptuary law was
made, and orders fent throughout the em-
pire, commanding that all people of no great
rank, whether men or women, who had
cloaths of brocade cloth, or other cloaths
mounted with gold or filver lace, not allow-
able by law, fhould get them hidden apart :
That, after a certain date, if merchants, mer-
chants wives, and others forbidden to wear
fuch cloaths, were difcovered to have any
fuch in their cuftody, not fealed, the cloaths
would be taken from them, and they obliged
to pay a large fine; and if not able to pay
it, commanding that fuch fools fhould be
whipped on the bare back in the public mar-
ket-place.  Another order was fent at the
{ame time, {erting forth, that many young
gentlemen had ruined themfelves, and loft
their paternal eftates, particularly in the city
of Mofcow by gaming with cards ; therefore
N n for-
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forbidding that game, under the penalty of
one thouland rubles.. In Mofcow, fome old
general had, upon promifes of preferment
in the army, decoyed many of the Ruflian
noble thoughtlels youth to his houie, and, af-
ter a few vifits, difmiffed them helplefs, ha-
ving {poiled them of their eftates by this
curfed game. The Emprels, at laft baving
got notice of it, cauied this old hunks reftore
them their eftates and money, with good in-
terell ; and cauled this order to be ient thro’
the empire, forbidding that game altogether.
This was a lictle hard upon people who had
not much to do, like us at that time ; but our
major returning {foon after we had received
the order, fet all hands to work, by acquaint-
ing us that the meaning of the order was on-
ly to dilcharge people from playing for great
fums ; adding, that the whole court played
daily, and none loved the diverfion better
than the Emprefs, whom he faw playing, and
produced, from one of the miniftry, a-decla-
ration to that purpofe. Upon receiving this
agreeable news, we all gamed as formerly,
and continued fo during ourftay in Aftra-

CH au
One day, the governor entered the hall,
whilft we were all very merry, and he, know-
ing nothing of the reverfion of the order, ex-
preﬁ'ed his great furprize that we durft play,
after it was forbidden under high penalties;
but, when he was informed of this change,
he



T ReATVOEAL S, 283

he begged to be admitted a party. Thus
we continued till the latter end of July, at
which time we received orders to make what
haite we could to proceed on our journey,
after having fent our weighty baggage, pre-
fents, and horfes, by f{ea, to the port of
Backu. Three fhips were got ready for this
purpofe ; and on the 14th of September our
dragoons, horfes, and baggage neceflary for
immediate ufe, with our own horles, Dr
Lerch and his mate, were {ent to the other
fide of the Volga. On the 1 5th, the prince
went over to {ee that every thing was in good
order, By the time he reached the {hore, the
tents were all {truck, the horfcs yoked, and
the dragoons mounted. So, after they were
muftered, they paid their military compli-
ments, and marched away into the defart.
On the 23d, the three fhips were all loaded,

and dropped down the Volga, defigned for
the port of the Perfian city Backu. I faw

the horfes put on board : They had prepa-
red proper ftalls for receiving the horfes in
the holds of the ﬂnps with ﬂmgb that they
mxght not be hurt in time of tempeftuous
weather ; and, what is very remarkable, the
fpirited horfe of Englifh brood, formerly
mentioned, {eemed upon this occafion, to be
more fenfible of fear than any of the reft.
They put him on board in the {ame manner
as they had done the reft, only they imagi-
sed that he would not be quite fo tractable,

and
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and therefore blindfolded him at a greater di-
ftance from the veflel; then they put a
broad double fail-cloth round his body,
reaching from bhis fore to his hinder legs,
and fixed it on his back with leops, into
which an iron hook, at the end of a rope
from one of the yard-arms of the thip, was
introduced and made faft. When the crea-
ture felt them give the firfl pull, he ftrug-
gled, ftruck, and reared; but the men who
pulled were fo clever, that after he reared, he
could not get his fore feet to touch the
ground again, and in an inftant he was
hanging in the air, trembling all over, and
evacuating his dung. When he was let down
into the fhip’s hold, he lay down like a dog,
nor would he rife for fome time.

Every thing being ready, and all incum-
brances being removed, the prince fet out
from Aftrachan, in company with his own
proper officers, and all the principal people
in Aftrachan, civil, military, and ecclefiaftick,
upon the 25th.  Upon this occafion, all ho-
nours were liberally paid him, in the fame
manner as when he arrived. The good old
prince caufed his gentlemen ply the bottle to
fome purpofe upon this occafion. I did not
join them, but walked with Mr Thomfon at
fome diftance, upon the banks of the Volga ;
but a fignal having been made for us to
mount, at my return I faw the effeéts of

their



TRANVELS. 285

their toping in many places. On the fignal
given, we mounted, and rode up the Volga
five verfts north, then turned weft, and rode
on the top of a very long hill, with lakes on
both fides, till we were computéd to be di-
ftant in a ftraight line from Aftrachan about
fifteen verfts. The prince, having f{ent off
all his dragoons, and the greateft part of his
foldiers, was therefore efcorted with about
five hundred Coflacks and Tartars.

Our firft ftage was on the fouth fide of a
ridge of hills, extended eaft and weft, in a
meadow having a pleafant lake of frefh wa-
ter to the fouth. On the north fide of this
ridge was a lake crufted over with falt, as
white as {fnow on the furface, about one and
a half inch thick, turning red about the mid-
dle of its thicknefs, then inclining to black,
and at the bottom as black as ink, which,
when the furface was broken, emitted a very
noifome ftinking exhalation.

An accident happened here, which T can-
not pafs by, without acquainting the reader
of it : An Armenian lieutenant-colonel took
this fafe opportunity to march with us to his
regiment at or near Kizlaar : He, according
to the cuftom of his country, did not ride
in his uniform, but had cloaths, which he
thought more convenient for travelling,
.Who{'e tails were gathered together, and put
Into a very large pair of breeches, fomething
like the Hollanders or Kalmucks. I had a

bitch,
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bitch, the mother of my four greyhounds ;
fhe was extremely pretty, of the {fmall Italian
brood. She was bronght up from a puppy
about the hofpital of Aftrachan, and had an
antipathy at fuch drefs, though fhe was very
gentle to people drefled in the Faropean fa-
fhion ; which was o¢cafioned by the Kal-
mucks, who ufed to pafs by the hoipital
morning and evening daily, with whom the
had many battles. The colonel, among the
refl, without changing his drefs, went to pay
his refpects to the prince. The bitch was tied
in my {leeping waggon ; fhe no fooner fpied
the colonel, than {he broke the cord with
which fhe was tied, and, fwift as kightning,
feized the back parts of the colonel’s breeches,
which fhe tore to pieces in an inftant, leav-
ing his pofteriors to open view. The colo-
nel, in a defperate rage, drew his broad
fword, and threatencd deftruction to my
poor bitch ; but fhe was well exercifed, and
had been long accuftomed to that fort of
game. She was at a confiderable diftance
before he was ready to make a ftroke, and
fhe was preparing to make the other attack.
"The colonel and his antagonift made {o un-
expected a picce of diverfion, that the prince
and the reft of the gentlemen had like to
have died laughing. This fport was not fo
agreeable to me, who was accuftomed, long
before this, to the like. I was afraid that the
colonel, in his great rage, would have fhot
my
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my bitch,« I therefore loft no time in getting
her fecured ; when I had done this, I went
to the coloncl, who was going to drefs as
formerly, and begged of him not to do it, af-
furing him, that it would be almoft impoffi-
ble to watch the bitch. I told him what ill-
will fhe bore to fuch drefs, and the caufe of
it. I begged him to drefs in his uniform,
and walk out, afluring him that the beaft
would be as gentle to him as any other per-
fon fo drefled. After his anger was a little
over, he followed my advice, and I let the
creature go at liberty, to convince him of the
truth of my aflertion ; but ever after, he did
not care to truft her too far : However, he
took the precaution to drefs in his unitorm
before he: left his waggon, or made his ap-
pearance in public.  The prince called the
bitch, ever after this, the Difciplinarian.

The hills, through which we had travelled,
were covered with a lictle grafs, and much a-
brotanum, abfinthinm, and different kinds of ka-
li, but no thrubs. We faw no game here.
We travelled from this place about eleven
o’clock at night, and directed our courfe
weft ; the wind being northerly, it was not
warm. After we had travelled about twenty
verfts from our laft ftage, we encamped on
the top of a ridge of hills, ftretching eaft and
weft, having a falt lake on the north fide,
and a frefh water lake on the fouth, from
which we took twenty carts loaded with wa-

ter,
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ter, becaufe we had little profpeét of getting
any more trefh water in this defart, cll we
came on the banks of the pleafant Beketi, a-
bout four hundred verfls diftant from where
we then were. We fed our horfes a few
hours, and proceeded farther in thé fame di-
rection, pafling by many low fandy hills up-
on the north, and fome fmall lakes through
the fame kind of foil as formerly ; only we
difcovered large quantities of kali humilis in
flower. After we had travelled twenty verfts,
we encamped on the fouth fide of a great
lake of falt water, having fome hills to the
fouth, on the evening of the 26th. We faw
here many Kalmucks with their flocks ; but
they would not come near us.  In the very
place where we encamped, my hounds killed
the firft hare in this expedition; and our
out-fcouts faid, that they had feen fome fai-
gaaks, or antelopes. I had but juft laid my-
{elf down in my waggon, when 1 fpied the
prince going round, to fee if the centinels
were alert, quite alone. I went to him, beg-
ged that he would take his fleep, as he had
been complaining : He faid, that he could
not put much truft in his younkers, as he
called his gentlemen, who, he faid, were fleep-
ing as found as if they had been in Aftra-
chan ; but added, that if I would watch for
him, he would go to bed; and, being eight
o’clock, defired I would fet them out at ele-
ven. I aflured him I was nct in the leaft

{leepy,
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fleepy, and therefore would pointedly obey
his orders, and he condefcended to go to
bed ; precifely at eleven I had them all in
ftir,

We proceeded from this place called Bufh-
machay, and arrived early in the ‘morning
at another lake of falt water called Afhega-
fhee, feventeen verfts diftant from the for-
mer. On the twenty-feventh, there was an-
other lake diftant from us about an Englifh
mile, upon the banks of which much of the
herb lozus flore albo grew, which proved good
food for our horfes, of which they eat very
plentifully.  Here we killed fome hares. We
marched on, after we had refted about three
hours, twenty-five verfts farther fouth-weft ;
the wind being northerly it was very cold.
We pafled over many low fandy hills, lying
eaft and weft, upon which little grew except
kali. We encamped upon the weft-end of 2
lake of falt water called Vifhni ; here we kil-
led fome hares. On the 28th, we fet out and
arrived at a fmall hill, three-fourths furround-
ed by a lake called Tehirili. At this place
we met with between thirty and forty Turko-
man Tartars, who would give no account of
themfelves till their chief’ was forced thereto
with the whip. He faid, that they had been
carrying {ale to Kizlaar; tho’ we were of opi-
nion that they were freebooters: They rode
upon dromedaries.  The prince did not
chufc to take them to Kizlaar, becaufe we

Qo were
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were afraid we would have little provifion for
ourfelves: He therefore threatened to hunt
them out, if he heard of any mifchief done
by them; and adviled them to return into
their own country.  This defart is as barren
as any we pafled through from Aftrachan ;
from which city our guides computed we had
travelled one hundred and forty-five verits.
In the afternoon we travelled over many bar-
ren hills, as defcribed formerly: We faw ve-
ry many antelopes and hares; but our dogs
were fo fatigued upon this barven hard fandy
ground that we could get none: After we had
made a journey of twenty verils, we encamp-
ed on the weft-end of a lake of falt water
called Churiri; here I killed fome ducks,
fnipes, and a water-hen. On the 29th, we
arrived at a litcle hill, diftant about thirty
verfts from our laft ftage. The country thro’
which we pafled was more even than former-
ly: Here we pafled a company of Baigufh,or
poor Kalmucks. Our road now is almoft
firaight fouth. This defart is fo very fandy
that grals is very rarely to be feen, except
upon the banks of lakes; and the earth be-
~twixt this and Aftrachan is all mixed with
falt.  In the afternoon we marched twenty-
five verfts farther; and, having put my dogs
in my waggon yelterday, and anointed their
feet, I rendered them more able to run. I had
the good fortune to run down two antelopes,
which was very agreeable to all our company,

- becaule
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becaufe we had got no other freth provifions .
than mutton and fowls. We catched a third
antelope in the evening: The weather was ve-
ry ferene, but cold. The antelopes are {o
very fearful, that if a dog gives the leaft bite,
it immediately tumbles down, nor does it of-
fer to rife. Its fle(h is extremely tender, and
of eafy digeftion; but it has a peculiar fla-
vour, fomething, as I faid before, refembling
mufk, which foon cloyed my ftomach; but
many of our gentlemen eat daily plentifully
of’it, without making any complaint, or find-
ing fault with this very particular flavour,
which delicate ftomachs can not relith.  'We
encamped on the fouth-weft end of a lake
of falt water, on the top of a hill: We faw
- very few herbs in this defart, or even grafs ;
pollibly there might have been {ome on the
banks of the lake, which was very extenfive;
but I had no time to look for any.  On the
goth September, we travelled {outhward
through a defart like the laft, but more {an-
dy, twenty-five verfls, and arrived upon a
ridge of fandy mountains, lying eaft and
weft, being about one verft over from north
to fouth. 1 was told, that thefe fandy moun-
tains run from the Cafpian fea weft about
eighty verfts. Here we were obliged to take
our dinner, becaufe the horfes were fatigued
by drawing our carts through deep fands;
and we 11'1d ftill to march through more fands;
but we found here fome wells of pretty good

water,
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water, of which, though not very clear, our
horfes were very needful, and drank hearti-
ly. 1 walked over thefe fandy hills on foot
with difficulty, the fand was {o very fluxi-
ble; and if thewind at any time blows firong-
ly, the {and is driven about fo thick that it
is very dangerous for the traveller to find his
way; befides he runs the rifque of being bu-
yied under them, not only on the hills, but
many verfts on each fide of them. I found
many fhells of fea-fith, fuch as muflels, oy-
fters, d»c. tho’ no fuch fith are to be found
now living upon any part of the Cafpian
{hore where I was; nor did I ever fee any
man who could give any account of their pre-
fent exiftence here. The inhabitants of thefe
defarts fay, that the Cafpian formerly cover-
ed all that fpace which is now filled up with
fand. I found an herb in flower not far from
the turbid water I mentioned very like a/cea,
of which I have a plant preferved. We faw
alfo many great flocks of a kind of moorfowl,
differing from any I had ever feen either in
Scotland or Ruffia: Their feathers have much
more of a white colour ; they are extremely
wild, fo that I could not get a fhot of them
here, tho’ I have frequently killed them in
other places: Their flefh is very white, ten-
der, and more delicious than the flefh of a-
ny other fowl I know. The Ruffians and
Tartars call them Trepeati; my poor hounds,

being
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being ftill lame, could not.run, though we
{aw plenty of different kinds of game.

Having refted only about oné€ hour and a
half, we marched twenty-three verfts farther,
through a low fandy foil. We faw at no
great diftance from us fandy hills lying, from
the laft hills I mentioned, eaft from us, {tretch-
ing fouthward parallel to the road we took.
We encamped upon a round hill, becaufe we
found fome grafs for our poor ftarved horfes:
The weather was very cold, the wind blow-
ing from the north,

October, the firlt day, we fet out from this
hill, and paffed by what the Tartars call Ku-
ma river: It is a long valley full of lakes of
falt water, furrounded with reeds; the habi-
tations of many millions of mufquetoes: Thefe
lakes are faid to produce many fith, but we
were not permitted to flay; and I am of opi-
nion, that at this time of the year no man
could withftand the numbers and vigour of
thefe intolerable mufquetoes. We faw much
game, and more of the trepeati, but could
get none of them, [ purfued two hares,
who, when hard put to it, run into holes
under ground. We faw about this Kuma
fome fhort grafs, of which the horfes were
very fond. We having travelled twenty-five
verfts through low fandy hills, encamped a-
bout two verfts fouth-weft from a great lake
of falt water called Odack: Paffing by this
lake we were welcomed by fuch fvarms of

mufquetoes,
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mufquetoes, that we and our horfes carried
many millions of them to our camp, where
we were obliged to breathe, all the time we
ftaid here, in the thick difagreeable fimoak of
cut grafs and reeds; nor could the ftouteft,
nor {tupideft man in our company, compofe
himfelf to fleep. The Kuma is faid to be
diftant from Aftrachan three hundred and
fifty verfts, and one hundred and fifty verfts
from Kizlaar : In this boggy Kuma we faw
many large fnakes.

We proceeded on our journey about eleven
o’clock at night, and marched from this
place only {eventeen verfts farther. Our hor-
fes having had no frefh water fince we left
‘Churilee, we encamped for two hours on a
rifing ground on the 2d O¢tober, and then
proceeded at eight o’clock in the merning,
and travelling over a fmooth plain, arrived
at a little round hill, upon the top of which
Peter the Great fet three bombs, one upon
another, as a fure mark for travellers: They
were remaining, being ufelefs,and too weigh-
ty for the wild inhabitants of the defart to
carry away. We travelled a little farther,
and arrived at the north-weft corner of a
great lake called Colpitche, from great flocks
of fowls, which are called by the Ruffians
Rolpike; by the Germans leftel Gans; and I
think, by the Englifh, the lefler Pelican. We
ftopped but one hour and an half here, and
_proceeded but five verfts farther, for the con-

veniency
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veniency of feeding our horfes. ~Our major
rode to the place from whence we had en-
camped laft, diftant twenty-five verils, to
feck for a fine greyhound I had given him ;
but his fearch proved unfuccefsful. He re-
turned before we fet out, having rode fifty-
five verfts very hard upon a hungry horfe,
who had gone twenty-five verfts immediate-
ly before he mounted, in all eighty verfts,
without eating. He no fooner difmounted
than the horfe, quite faint, fell down as if
dead; but by the induftrious care of a Kal-
muck, he was recovered. At this laft place,
a {mall hill, called Erlifhan, we had not ftaid
long when a ferjeant of dragoons arrived with
forty horfemen to efcort us, and feventy hor-
fes from Kizlaar, to aflift our over-fatiguned
hungry horfes, in carrying us forward. At
ten o’clock, poft meridiem, we marched from
thence through a plain, but moft miferable
land all night ; and in the morning early, be-
ing the 3d of Ottober,we arrived at the plea-
fant fiall river Beketi, running a ftream of
frefh water through a fandy bottom ; no chry-
flal clearer. This was molt agreeable both
to man and beaft, having {een no frefh wa-
ter fince the 26th of September, except a
very finall quantity not quite frefh, and very
dirty among the fandy hills, as has already
been taken notice of. It was reported by
Ruffians, Tartars, and others, that a poifon-
ous herb grows in the defart we pafled thro’

' laft,
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laft, which I imagine is forty verfls over; and
many of them affirmed that they knew this
plant very well. When we were pafling
through the defart, at my defire, the prince
ordered all thofe wildvirtuofi to make fearch
for this poifonous plant, and bring it tb him.
They did not agree concerning the famenefs
of the plant, but brought different kinds of
kali: One kind has a feed (mall, but fome-
thing re(embling a {nake, beinglong, curved,
and tapering. To convince them that none
of thele herbs were poifonous, I eat a little
of every kind; I cavfed cut fome ofit fmall,
and mixing it with oats, gave it to my own
horfes to eat: The Tartars were fo much
prepoflefled with the notion of its poifonous
quality, that when they faw ine do this, they
faid that my horfes would certainly die, if it
did not kill me. At Beketi, the prince, at
my defire, ordered them to give their horfes
but very little drink at firft; and, as the grafs
grew there very luxuriantly, they were or-
dered to let them feed only for about half an
hour, and then tied up for two hours. By
this management none of our horfes died ;
and I was informed, that only a few of the
Tartar horfes were fick : Probably fome of
the Tartars did not obferve the rules prefcri-
bed them fo exaétly as they ought to have
done, which could not fail to have evil ef
fects. It was believed by all our company,
and probably was very true, that the Great
‘ Peter
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Peter loft fome thoufands of horfes at the Be-
keti, after having travelled through the fame
defart : But I imagine, that we having many
hundred horfes, and by this care, not having
loft one of them, puts it out of doubt that the
Emperor’s horfes were not poifoned, but di-
ed by mifmanagement; efpecially if the fol-
lowing obfervations be confidered.

From the 26th of September, to the 3d of
October, the horfes had very little falt water
to drink ; that the water every where was ei-
ther very falt or faltith; they were kept at
hard work night and day, and had very lit-
tle gras to eat; they could get but few
mouthfuls of grafs which were not mixed
with the different kinds of ka/i, an herb very
falt; that the moifture on the grafs, fuch as
dew or {mall rain, was faltith; that when the
wind blew, which was frequently the cafe,
the fands and duft, raifed by the wind and
their own motion, were mixed with falt, con-
fequently they could not refpire without draw- .
ing into their lungs a quantity of falt.  Eve-
ry one can, without difficulty, figure to him-
felf, that horfes who have endured fo much
thirft and hunger, for fix days at leaft, and
their ftomach, guts, &w¢. faturated with fuch
quantities of falt, when let into a field of the
richeft grafs and pureft water, will eat as long,
and drink as much as they can. Whoever
knows the changes which always happen to
Vegetables, put into a ftate of fimple fermen-

Pp tation
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tation in a clofe veflel; and fuch knowing
the nature of animal digeftion, can not be
ignorant of caufe enough to kill any number
of horfes after this manner, without the help
of herbs, commonly accounted poifonous.
I have faid enough concerning this affair, to
fatisfy any intelligent gentleman, the nature
of this work not permitting me. to enlarge
upon it phyfically: I fhall proceed, after ha-
ving made this remark, vis. fome may think
that it was unneceflary to have taken any no-
tice of it at all, becaufe Britith men have lit-
tle chance of ever travelling through thefe de-
farts. To this I anfwer, that the Britifh
empire in India, Africa, and America, may
doubtlefs in many countries produce the fame
kind of defarts; and confequently thefe ob-
fervations may be of great ufe for the prefer-
vation of their horfes, &c. I made enquiry,
if any horfes returning from Kizlaar to Aftra-
chan, died of thefe poifonous plants, but
could get no fatisfactory anfwer. I had fix
horfes of my own, and none of them were
fick, though they eat of the ka/i which was
called poifonous.

We departed from this place, and march-
ed by the fide of Beketi, fouthward about
twenty-three verfls, and pafled the fmall dir-
ty decp river Barazda, upon a bridge of tim-
ber, and encamped upon the fouth-fide of it
in a low marfhy ground. We faw many
hares, foxes, and great plenty of pheafants,

red
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red breafted, billed, and legged partridges,
with a variety of fmaller birds. No doubt
many herbs grow here, but want of time,
and the feafon of the year being far advan-
ced, prevented my bcing able to difcover
them. Next day being the fourth of October,
we arrived in Kizlaar after a finall march of
only fix or feven verits, where the prince re-
ceived all the honours from the garrifon and
great guns, as was formerly paid him in Af-
trachan and elfewhere,

CHAP XX

Concerning Mr Fonas Hanway's Account of the
Ambaffador’s journey, &c.

do not intend here to give any account
of what I know about the Britith Perfi-

an trade carried on through Aftrachan over
the Cafpian fea ; all I intend is only to un-
deceive my readers of Mr Hanway’s ac-
count of the ambaflador’s journey into Per-
fia. He got from me a fuperficial but true
relation of our route. Mr Hanway however
was not f{atisfied with this, but, how genteel,
I refer to the reader, joined mine to that cf
others, elpecially of a jefuit, and out of
them formed one of his own, much in the
fame way as Mahomet formed his religion.
Whatever he may think of this performance,
is,
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i3, to me, a matiter of mere indifference,
but fure Mr Hanway cannot take it ill when
I thus publicly affirm, that he has abufed my
name by affixing it to many falfehoods. It
would be tedious to detail them : Wherefore
1 fhall, for brevity’s fake, take notice firft of
his endeavouring to prepoflefs the world,
that I have faid there are caravanfaries be-
tween Aftrachan and Kizlaar, which he calls
Kizlar, his words are thefe, * The read-
““ er will obferve, that though there
““ are a few caravanfaries, the country
‘¢ has no fixed inhabitants!” I faw no cara-
vanfaries, no not fo much as a f{mall hut
between the city of Aftrachan and Kiz-
laar. This piece of falfe intelligence he
probably has had from his friend the Jefuit.
Next, he gives a falfe account of the num-
ber and quality of the gentlemen, ¢¢. be-
longing to the embafly, by not having ob-
ferved what I wrote him. Laftly, he gives
falfe accounts of the Circafflian Tartars, and
many more falfe accounts through that jour-
nal, which he is not athamed to call mine.
‘Whoever are in poffeflion of Hanway’s tra-
vels and mine, will eafily fee how wide his ac-
counts of thefe things arc of truth. I can
{rarcely excufe him from tacking my journalto
jeluitical fables, it feems Mr Hanway knows
very little of me, although, he and his friends
employed in the Perfian trade had in truth
good reafon to have ufed me in a more ho-

nourable
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nourable manner, confidering the great
trouble I took to do them all the fervice in
my power, and fometimes not without dan-
ger to myfelf. For what? for nothing, on-
ly for the love I bore my country, and fome
of my countrymen whom I little knew. He
ought to have confidered the difference there
is between a man of honour, who hates a
lie, and a Jefuit, a man whofe principles are
fubverfive of fociety, and who fticks at no-
thing but truth. I wroteto Mr Hanway, and
expoftulated with him about this affair ; he
anfwered that he was forry he was fo far de-
ceived, but that he would take a proper op-
portunity to redrefs this grievance : But he
has not yet done it. I therefore beg pardon
of my readers, for taking this method of ex-

pofing the account given by Mr Hanway,
and difcovering the reafon why it is impof=

fible the account I give of this embafly, and
that given by Hanway, can agree ; becaufe
he is full of blunders, as many other parts
of his writings are: Whereas, I do here fo-
lemnly declare that I write nothing but truth,
however imperfeét my performance may,
for want of time to corret it, be in other
refpedts,

CHAP
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CHAP XXIL

Concerning Circaffia, and its prefent Capital
. Kizlaar : Of the Inbabitants, their Religi-
on, Cuftoms, and prefemt Government, &c.

IRCASSIA, according to the accounts I
have got, is, that the country lying be-
tween Afoph, the Palus Mceotis on the weft,
the high hills of Caucafus inhabited by the
Georgians and Dageftan Tartars on the
fouth, the Cafpian fea on the eaft, and the
defarts of Aftrachan through which we juft
now pafled, on the fouth, confine it. The
weftern half of this country is under the pro-
tection of the Turks, the eaftern half under
the protection of the Ruflians, and a part of

the fouth eaft is claimed by the Perfians.
Various authors have given very different
accounts of the foil of this country. One
writes that it is very rich, another that it is
extremely poor : Thefe writers are both mif-
taken, fome parts of this country will yield
to none that I know for richnefs of f{oil, and
other parts, as has already partly been taken
notiee of, on the borders of Afirachan de-
farts, do not produce grafs, and it is not
impoflible that fuch poor land may be found
in the very middle of this country : But I
am of opinion, that if the worft of it was
im-
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improved, as we do ours in Great Britain,
it would turn out to account, but no huf=
bandry is ufed here : The natives have land
enough, and only make ufe of that which
produceth plentifully, if the furface of the
earth be but turned up.

The Ruffians have built a c1ty called Kiz«
laar about fixty verfts weft from the Cafpian
fea, and when I was there, were finithing a
ftrong citadel of earth, in which a garrifon
of 500 regular troops are kept, and a-
bout two or three thoufand Coflacks. The
Ruffians have alfo given liberty to the Cof-
facks to build towns on the banks of the ri-
ver Terek ; this river runs from weft to eaft
through a rich country, more than one hun-
dred and fifty verfts long by the city Kiz-
laar, it produceth many fifh, particularly
great quantities of excellent f{almon ; and
near its mouth, where it lofes itfelf in the
Caipian, there is plenty of fturgeon.
The city Kizlaar is in latitude forty four de-
grees, and confequently the climate cannot
be very bad ; becaufe it is well watered with
vivers, is a plam level country, and the city
is built almoft in the middle of what proper-
ly belongs to the I uffians.

The Circaffians are a comely, beautiful,
well made people, both men and women ;
they are generally of a large fize, and are
very good foldiers ; their arms are bows, ar-
rows and [cymitars, but they (hoot well with

a fingle
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a fingle ball out of rifled pieces; their prins
cipal people areonly in pofleflion of fire arms.
Thofe under the Ruffian protettion are go-
verned by their own princes, the chief of
whom is called Bekovitch. He is a major
general of irregulars in the Ruflian army :
But he never was ordered to leave Circaflia,
where it is thought he can be of the greateft
fervice to the empire. There are other Cir-
caflian princes under the Ruffian govern-
ment, quite independent of one another :
But none {fo much honoured as he is. Tho?
the Circaflians honour their princes much,
yet they cannot abfolutely command them to
any piece of fervice, unlefs they are fo in-
clined themfelves; wherefore it is always ne-
ceffary to get a majority on their fide, and
the prince is obliged to divide all the {poils,
every one in the expedition having a right to
a fhare, and if the prince at any time, gets
prefents from the Emprefs, which they do
frequently, every one of his fubjects ex-
pects either a part; if divifable, or fome-
thing equivalent if otherways. They under
Ruflia, are fo far fubject to the Ruflians that
they fwear to be fubject to the general laws
for the good of Ruffia and themfelves : But
the Ruffians never offer to encroach on
their religious affairs.

They profefs the Mahometan religion, and
have, like the Turks,a plurality of wives and

as many concubines as they pleafe. I was
' ' told
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told that they have one very fingular cuf-
tom, which is, when the Khan’s principal
lady is in labour, the firlt Circaflian man
who gets notice of' it, placeth himfelf at the
door of  the haram, or houfe where the wo-
men are kept : For like the Turks in every
thing, in this alfo, they have houfes, though
contiguous to, yet feparated from the prin-
cipal houfe, for their women, where no man
enters, except the hufband : When he has
once taken his ftation, no other Circaflian
dares to deprive liim of it: When the woman
is delivered, fome old fervant woman is fent
to that gate to declare to the Circaflians that
the Khan’s wife is delivered either of a fon
or daughter, or both; if a fon, the child be-
ing richly drefled, is brought to the gate
and delivered to the Circaffian, whofe right
it is by their law, he carries the infant to his
houfe, provides a nurfe for him, and edu-
cates him as his own child, until he acquires
the age of nine or ten years, then he is re-
ftored to his parents, at which time, they
have great rejoycings.. The reafon they
act in this manner, is, that the child may be
brought up hardily, and become a bugga-
teer or hero; which qualification is very
neceflary among them, and without which
he will be very little efteemed.

By what I have wrote; you fee that they
pay great regard to their chiefs, and honour
ancient houfes much. A noble family will

Qq noy
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not let their daughters go to the common
_people, or thofe under the rank of their
own family. I never heard that they have
any other ceremony of marriage than a {im-
ple contract between the parents or the chil-
drens tutors, and then the young pair are
permitted to vifit and fee one another in pre-
fence of the parents : If, after the bride-
groom has made two or three vifits, they are
{atisfied with one another, the affair is con-
cluded, and fhe is carried home to his houfe
in a clofe painted waggon in company of
her women who are to live with her.

A very extraordinary affair happened at
Kizlaar between Bekovitch and his eldeft fon
before our arrival. Bekovitch was the {on
of the unfortunate Brigadeer Bekovitch, who
in Peter the Great’s time, was murdered by
the Buchareans on the eaft fide of the Cafpi-
an. Young Bekovitch was a youth of a
very fmall fize, though his father was a re-
markably well made big man. He got no-
tice of a young princefs of exquifite beau-
ty, and {prung from a refpetable ancient
family; thither he went and declared that he
intended to marry that lady, if her beauty
was anfwerable to the reports given of her.
‘"The young Bekovitch not compleatly twenty
five years of age, had all qualifications fit.to
intitle him to demand a daughter from any
houfe in Circaflia. He was acknowledged
by all the Circaflians to be a defcendant of

one
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one of their illuftrious families; and he had al-
ready given many unexceptionable proofs of
his bravery, both in regard to the Circaffians,
Kalmucks, and others, who very much
dreaded offending him. He therefore had
no great difficulty to perfuade the parents
to indulge him with an interview with this
young lady : Upon whom he no fooner had
caft his eyes, than he was immediately re-
duced to the moft irredeemable flavery. He
declared his paflion, and agreed to every
thing the parents thought proper to demand.
In Circaflia no other dowry is given with
their daughters than a few fuits of rich
cloaths, ornamented with jewels, and a few
women : But the bridegroom is obliged to
produce on the wedding-day {uch number of
horfes, dromedaries, cows, &, as was a-
greed upon : If they have no fuch number
of their own, they make incurfions upon
their neighbours and carry off’ as many as
they ftand in need of, or lofe their lives in
the attempt. In all Circaflia, therefore, none
was fo proper as the young DBekovitch to
make an agreement of that kind: He did not
much care what number they demanded,
nothing feemed for him too hard, to become
pofleffed of this confummate beauty 3 he a-
greed to every thing, and nothing now was
wanting but his father’s confent? t6 whom
he forthwith repaired and implored it.  Old
Bekovitch whomy I knew very well, faid that

he
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he could have no objection to the family fhe
was defcended from ; but that it would be
neceflary for him to pay a vifit, and make a
final agreement. The fon urged, and the
father, prompted by the relation and follici-
tation of his fon, made all hafte to put a
conclufion to this affair.  He finifhed it in-
deed fooner than was expected, but not a-
greeable to his fon; for he married the
young lady himielf, and clandeftinely
brought her to his own haram: When young
Bekovitch was properly made acquainted
with his father’s villainous tranfaction,
in the firft fally of paffion he fwore by
Mahomet’s head, that he would put his fa-
ther to death, for fuch unparalleled treache-
ry, the very firft opportunity he fhould
have. After this, old Bekovitch durft not
ftir out of Kizlaar, without being well-
guarded, nor durft the young prince enter
the city for fear of being made a prifoner by
the Ruflians for his father’s fecurity : Be-
caufe no Turk will break fuch an oath as
what is made by Mahomet’s head. In this
{tate, things were between father and fon
when we were in Kizlaar. The old prince
was every day at the ambaflador’s : He was
a great lover of cards, and our gentlemen
exercifed his talents and purfe to fome pur-
pofe: He was a relation of Prince Golit-
zin’s, his mother being a lady out of that il-
Iuftrious family. The ambaffador found it

altogether
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altogether impoflible to bring about a recon-
ciliation, the oath was not to be neglected.
The fon was much more honoured by the
Circaflians than the father.

About the end of O&ober this year, a
body of Tartars made an inroad into Ruffi-
an Circaflia, and carried off a great number
of all kinds of cattle. They were fo hardy as
to drive cattle from within five verits of the
city. Next day, the dragoons and Coflacks
were fent out in queflt of them ; but, after a
purfuit of five or {ix days, returned, quite
fatigued, unfuccefsful. This could not fail
to be extremely diftrefling both to the Col-
facks and Circaflians, who had fuftained this
lofs. At laft it was reported to young Beko-
vitch, who lived incamped with a few brave
trufty followers in the defart. He no foon-
er was informed of it, than he {ent a mef-
fenger to Prince Golitzin for orders to be
fent with his own men only, to endeavour
to recover the loft cattle, The prince fent
him the neceflary orders.  Young Bekovitch
took his meafures fo well, that, unperceiv-
ed, he pafled through Turkifh Circaflia, and
found the cattle in Kuban Tartary, a little
farther weft than Afoph. He deftroyed many
of the Kuban habitations, put all the thieves
who happened to fall in his way to the fword,
and returned with three times the number of
cattle loft, to the Ruflian Circaflians. When
he was within feven verfts of Kizlaar, he

fent
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fent a report of this action, and defired
that whoever had loft their cattle fhould
come there and receive them ; what number
remained, was his own property. The good
old Prince Golitzin was {o well pleafed with
this heroic action, that he wrote a very pref-
fing letter to the young hero, begging that
he would pay him a vifit, afluring him that
his perfon fhould be in all fafety, and that
he fhould have liberty to return whenever he
pleafed : At the fame time, he fent notice
to his father to keep within his own houfe,
and fent a fufficient guard to protect him
from any attempts of his fon. The young
bater arrived, attended by twenty horfemen
well mounted and compleatly armed, every
one of them having under their garment a
coat of mail, which is nothing elfe than a
coat of fteel rings, which inclofeth their
body and reacheth down to the half of the
thigh ; it has two arms reaching to the el-
bows, and it has a piece for covering the
head, fomething like the capuchines hood.
He lighted from his horfe, and with four of
his followers came ftraight to the good prince,
who could not help fhedding tears of joy to
fee his brave kinfiman. After mutual com-
pliments were over, the prince hinted at a
reconciliation with his father, but ftopped
very foon, as the hero could not hear it,
and his paffions had almeft tranfported him.
The prince foon made him fenfible that he

intended
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intended him no harm, and therefore beg-
ged he would drop the affair; declaring that
he never would concern himfelf more about
it : But that he would give an account to the
Emprefs of this gallant action he had juit
now performed, and of his great vigilance
at all times to protect Circaffia ; and that he
would beg of her Majefty that fhe would
be pleafed to appoint him a place of fecu-
rity, where he could live with his brave fol-
lowers, without any fear of being maltreated
either by the Ruflian commanders or others.
The young hero returned hearty thanks for
the prince’s good inclinations to him, and
faid that he did not doubt of the fuccefs of
his reprefentations, adding that he had been
follicited by the Turkith Circaflians to live
amongit them, but that as yet he had lent
a deaf ear to their follicitations, faying that
he heartily loved his own people, and could
not think ever to be an enemy to them.
He faid that he was made well acquainted
with the ways his father had taken to pre-
poflefs the court of St Peterfburgh with a
notion of his undutifulnefs, and want of
refpect to the Ruflian government ; but faid
he, all thefe his remonftrances are equally
falfe as he is bafe. He was well informed
that traps and {nares had been laid by his fa-
ther and the commandant, who, he faid,
was void of all honour, to get him appre-
hended: But he added they might gloryé
. an
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and might fecure dead Bekovitch ; but he
{hould bhold them at defiance to take him li-
ving. Theprince begged that he would par-
take of dinner, which the otlier declined
to do.  ~As he had formerly been my
patient ‘in Aftrachan, he {poke to me, and
when he had taken a fingle glafs of arrack
or corn brandy, touched his cap with his
hand, as a compliment to the prince, retired,
mounted, and rode off at full fpeed amidit
the acclamations and praifes of thoufands of
the citizens for the very fingular fervice he
had juft done them. The prince recom-
mended him fo effectually .at court, that he
had prefents fent him  from the Emprefs ;
was received into her Majefty’s favour, and
had her protettion granted in the moft ample
manner; but was forbidden to come within
four or five verfts of Kizlaar, or any other
place where his father fhould refide.

One evening as Major Berezin and I were
returning from hunting, pafling by Prince
Bekovitch’s haram, we faw his daughter, a
lady of about fixteen years of age, walking
in a garden. She faw not us, which gave
us an opportunity of feeing one of the beau-
tifulleft of the whole creation: The garden
was palifadoed with fmall,but long fir-ftakes
clofely fet together; however, we got a long
view of this perfection of beauty, without
her knowledge. In the evening we told the
ambaflador, who, though old, admired beau-

ties,
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ties, and as fhe was a relation of the Golit-
zins, obtained liberty from her father to pay

her a vifit; none were prefent but the Ma=

jor and me: She was very richly drefled; at

this interview fhe prefented a glafs of arrack

to the prince, and after a fhort rime retired.

This young lady might have had her equals;

but it was the opinion of wus all that none

could furpafs her in beauty.

The Circaffians wear zoge or long gowns:
Their hair is cut fhort, f{o that at a diftance,
when uncovered, one would be apt to think
that they wore fmall caps ; theyare all {haved,
except their whifkers. When they are mount-
ed on horfeback, they have a fabre fixed to
the faddle under their left thigh, and ano«
ther hanging at their left fide. This theydo,

left one fhould happen to be broken in an
engagement, \

C H AP XXIL
A continuation of what happened at Kizlaar,dyc.

EFORE I proceed to take notice of what
happened whilt we fojourned here, I
imagine a fhort defcription of this city may
not be difagreeable to the rcader. Kizlaar,
as was faid, is fituated on the northern banks
of the river Terek; it is a new city, and con-
fequently not compleated; it may contain
Rr fix



314 VOYAGES anp

{ix or {feven thoufand inhabitants, befides the
garrlfon, and other people belonging to the
army, confifling of Ruflians, Coffacks, and
the natives of the country: The flreets are
not paved, and confequently very deep and
dirty ; the houles mean, and very ill built of
timber : In fhort, it is a poor dirty city, the
fireets are {o very deep in rainy weather, that
hories have ftuck faft in the mud : There are
only two thopkeepers here. Lately was buile
upon the north-weft end of the town, a for-
titication or citadel of earth, in form of a
pe itagon, furrounded with a very deep and
broad ditch, palifadoed round about; and to
the welt of that are calarms for the garrifon,
which confifts of five hundred men trom the
garrifon of Aftrachan; befides which, com-
monly three or four regiments of regular
tioops are cantoned here; aud three, tour,
or five thoufand Coflacks, not inhabitants of
the country, and fome Circaflians, command-

ed by their own chief Bekovitch.
1he Ruflians formerly built a fortification
nea, the fea, which they called Sulack ; but,
it being very unhealthy, they deferted it,
and caufed the inhabitants retire to this place.
There are eight or nine Coflack villages very
neat, {itvated weft from Kizlaar, upon the
banks of the Terek. Thefe Coflacks are cal-
led Grebinfki Coflachi: They inhabit a very
rich country, abounding with every thing
which nature can produce. - Kizlaar is di-
ftant
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ftant from the northernmoft part of Cauca<
fus, as 1 was informed. about one hundred
and twenty verfts. Our engineer, at fuo-
fet, when we could have a view of thefe hills
in a clear atmofphere, found, with his theo-
dolite,that they were elevated at that difla ce
above the level of Kizlaar two degrees and
“one half. The people in Kizlaar carry on a
good trade with the Perfians for a root which
grows naturally here, fit for dying a beautis
ful red colour; being the winter teafon I faw
none of it, but imagined that it was rubia
tinctorum: Very many reeds grow here ; the
fineft capers in the world, and a great varicty
of very ufeful herbs: Vines grow wild in the
woods ; the grapes are {fmall,but they produce
good wine,and it they were cultivated,would

be of great advantage to the proprictor.
They have a fingular way of catching game
here, fuch as wild fwine, of which there¢ are
very large flocks, wolves, and foxes : They
dig holes nine feet deep, narrow at the top,
and broad at the bottom ; in the middle of
which they drive a ftake, which projects three
or four feet above the {urface of the earth ;
upon the upper end of this ftake is fixed a
cart-wheel moveable ; upon this wheel, in the
evening, they make faft a pig, duck, or hen,
and cover over the mouth of the pit with
branches of trees, upon which they fcatter
cut grafs, or fuch like ftuff: When any of
thefe creatures paffing by, hear the prifoner,
they
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they run towards the hole-mouth, where they
fall in; nor can they get out.' One day my
pointer fell into one of thefe covered holes,
from which, with difliculty, T got relieved.

They ride out in great numbers when they
intend to hunt the hare; 1 once went with
them when we were thirty-eight horfemen,
of which number eight men went with many
hounds before the reft, who formed a great
circle, making much noife, fo that no hares
could ly; and in this manner they would
ride through twenty or thirty verfts; and ha-
ving very many hounds, it might be thought
almoft impofiible that a hare could efcape
them,yet I faw fome make their efcape. This
country produceth as great variety of game
as Aftrachan, but a far greater number of
pheafants, of which I killed many.

I was told, that at the diftance of about
eighty verlts weft, there was a very remark-
able well of hot water, and fome others. I
begged, and obtained leave of the prince
to vifit thefe natural curiofities, efpecially as
it was faid, that Peter the Great built an ho-
{pital there for the cure of fcorbutic patients.
In my way to the wells I pafled through the
following towns and villages, in the fame
order as I have wrote them, beginning at
Kizlaar, from eaft to the weft Barazdinfka-
ja, Dubofskaja, Kargalinikaja, Kurdjukoff,
Staro Gladkoi, Nova Gladkoi, Sedrin, Tfher-
flonoi, Bragertfkoi; the laft of thefe villages

15
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is not under the Ruffian protection. The
Ruffian villages are all fituated on the north-
fide of the Terek river, but Bragutfkoi is on
the fouth-fide. The inhabitants of thefe
villages are chiefly Coffacks, and are reckon-
ed more warlike than the Dons Coffacks,
though I faw little appearance of it ; but they
fhoot a fingle bullet with great exactnefs, and
will kill a wild boar, or any other creature,
at a very great diftance: They told me, that
their courage is much kept under by great
oppreflion from the commandant of Kizlaar,
their governor, who did not bear a good
name. [ defired this commandant for a pafs-
port, which he not only granted, but did
not ordain me to pay any money for the
trouble. 1 defired to know from the Coflacks,
What was the reafon that they were obliged
to find horfes for paffengers (though in her
Majelty’s lervice) without payment, as they
do through all Ruflia? They anfwered, That
that was but a trifle to what they were other-
ways burdened with; that no officer paid for
horfes; and added, that they were the moft
miferable flaves belonging to the Ruflian em-
pire; becaufe they were impotent, poor, and
at too great a diftance from court, and had
none to reprefent their grievances. Our dra-
goons, and their horfes, were cantoned in
thefe villages. 1 perfuaded three of the offi-
cers, with a few of their men, to go with me
t the wells, as they had been there formerly,

' and
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and as the wells were not in the Ruffian do-
minions. The laft mentioned village s fi-
tuated on the banksof the l'erek,where there
were no other boats but canoes,by which we
reached the other fide, and pafied the inde-
pendent Circatlian village called Bragutfkoi,
two miles fouth trom the river, and {ix miles
to the wells, to which we (oon arrived on the
north fide of the hill, where we left my wag-
gon and horfes, and walked up the hill on
foot abaout forty fathoms perpendicular height,
This well vomited up boiling hot water,which
fmelled (trongly of naphtha, into a bafon a-
bout twelve feet in diameter, and three
feet  decp, ‘near which on the welt fide
were feven f{maller {prings of the fame
kind of water; and on the eaft fide, a-
bout fix feet diftance from the large ba-
{on, was an inconiiderable {pring of water
extremely four, in {fo much that it was very
troubleflome to keep it a fhort time in my
mouth. Being atraid of the wild Tartars we
could make no experiments. Here were
four or five fmall round holes. quite dry; a-
bout the fides of which were fome beautiful
white fales like ftars: 1 put fome of it in my
mouth, which inftantly diffolved, and left a
very agreeable cold pungent {fenfation be-
hind; it appeared to be a very penetrating
natural nitre. I had brought a hen with me
for my dinner: I cauled tie her, having ta-
ken out the guts, to the end of a long pole,

and
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and plunge her into the middle of the well.
Wiien they drew her out,the feathers came ea-
fily off; they then plunged her into the ba-
fon a fecond time, and in nine minutes, by
my watch, fhe was boiled (o well that I made
my dinuver of her. Boiling hot-water, T ima-
gine, could not have done it {fo {oon, and
therefore fuppele it was done by the great
penetrability of the white naphtha, with which
this water was tawurated, on which account
the flefh of the fowl was not agreeable.

A declining plain was ftretched from the
well northward, about thirty paces long,and
half as broad. The water runs ina ferpentine
ftream through the middle of this plain, and
then was thrown over broken rocks at leaft
thirty fathoms high, down amongfl rocks:
On the bottom of the ftream, and alfo on the
rocks where the water touched, there grew a
fat fubftance, putting out fibres as fmall as
the fineft hair, exhibiting all forts of fhining
colours, very pleafant to look upon. This
ftream was fo confiderable, that, at the di-
ftance of two verfts, without the help of a
dam, it turned the wheel of a corn-mill 3
and you could obferve it finoaking all the
way to the river Terek, whofe {treams it join-
ed, at the diftance of eight verfts from its
fource: There were feveral holes made in
the plain, with {fmall paflages cut from the
Pl‘incipa[ ftream to let in water; in which,
when cold enough, valetudinarians ufed to

bathe:
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bathe. My companions let in fome water into
one of them when we arrived, and we all
bathed in it: Here was a conftant verdure,
and the daily was continually in flower. We
experienced that it was extremely cold in our
way to this place; but though a hard froft,
in the latter end of December, and a north
wind, yet the boiling hot ftreams, arifing
from the well, and exhaling from the fall o-
ver the rocks, rendered this place fo very
warm, that I could have lived there, at that
time of the year, naked.

We went about one mile weft on the fide
of the fame hill, to fee feven black thick naph-
tha wells, which were not far diftant from
one another; they fpewed out of the fide of
the hill great quantities of a black, thick, fat
naphtha, very ftinking; the country people
ule it for lamps, and anointing their cart-
wheels. I took up fix bottles of hot water,
in doing which two were broken by the heat,
and two of the four water, in order to make
experiments at my return, and returned by
the fame way to Kizlaar.

I met with nothing on my return worth
the reader’s notice, except that I pafled by,
in one place, fourteen wolves altogether,
following proud bitches. I would have fired
upon them, but the Coflacks faid, that it
might prove dangerous, for fear that the fi-
ring might provoke them to attack us. They
were all lying as we pafled by,

At
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At Kizlaar I was furprifed to find, that
when [ had drawn the corks of the naphtha
water, which {melled fo ftrong at the well,
the water was quite fweet; nor did it differ
from other pure water. Intoa glafs of this
Water I dropped O/. Tart. per delig. it funk
inftancly to the bottom of the glafs, where it
lay like globules of quick filver, without in-
corporating with the water: When they were
fhaken together, the water was turned to a
blueifh colour, and tafted refinous. I drop-
ped into one ounce of this water ten drops
of 0. Sulph. per campan. This produced no
change of colour in the water, no commo-
tion nor fermentation ; neither could I ob-
ferve any fediment. After they had remained
mixed fome time, I putinto one ounce of
acid water ten drops of Ol. Sulph. per campars
but obferved no other change than that it
turned the water of a fair blue colour. I put
into the fame quantity of four water fificen
guts of 0/, Tart. per deliq. the mixture turn-
ed thicker and cloudy, after it had ftood fome
time, without exhibiting any other change. I
fhaked the mixture; this turned it all thick ;
but after ftanding, it formed fome clouds ;
but before thefe clouds were formed, there
was a fcum on the top of the water, and, in
the time of three or four minutes,it let fall a
brown fediment,

At my return to Kizlaar, orders were pu-
blithed to get ready to march in all hafte,

St ~ becaufe
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becaufe a courier brought word that twelve
thoufand Perfians were waiting our arrival
upon the borders, at no great diftance. This
effectually put a ftop to any other experi-
ment.

CHAP XIX.
Our March to Derbent, &c.

HE reader, I hope, will excufe my men-
tioning, that I met with in this place

an old acquaintance, Major de Villanoff, a
French gentleman, brother to Marquis de
Villanoff. He was obliged to fly his na-
tive country on account of a duel he had
fought, in which he killed his antagonift. He
married in Ruffia, and had two very fine chil-
dren. When we arrived in Kizlaar, it was
generally believed that we would be obliged
to ftay there during the winter feafon, where-
fore I bought up hay and oats for fix horfes;
but getting fo fudden orders, 1 had no need
of them. To expofe them to fale would
have been trifling ; I therefore made a pre-
fent of them to my friend Villanoff, who,
upon this occafion, told me, that, as I defpi-
fed any who would put up prayers to the
faints for my profperity, he would caufe
each of his horfes put up a candle before the
Virgin Mary, becaufe, faid he, they are the
only
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only profiters by your leaving this place. I
never heard of him after this.

Before I leave Circaflia, I muft take notice,
that they are truly a well formed, comely
. people. Their women are univerfally very
beautiful, and few, if any, are marked with
the {mall pox. They do not inoculate as
we do, but they infect their children in the
following manner, and they fay without
danger: They fend a prefent (without
which, fuperftition makes them believe, that
it would have no effect) to the difeafed child,
who, at the height of the difeafe, permits
them to tie under his arm-pit a {fmall bit of cot-
ton fewed in a piece of cotton-cloth, on the
oppofite fide of which, to that touching the
emunctories, is fixed a piece of lead. This
apparatus remains fixed to the arm-pit of the
fick child, till the pox begin to fall off and
dry, viz. three or four days; then it is carri-
ed in fome clofs veflel {traight to the child
who is defigned to be infected, and made
faft in the fame manner to its arm-pit,where
it remains three or four days, and generally
.infedts the patient. I never faw it perform-
ed, but they all agreed that this was their me-
thod, nor do they know how long they have
had i, .

Upon the 4th of January 1747, we march-
ed from Kizlaar, the prince having had the
fame honours paid him, which were done
him at his arrival. We were efcorted by our

own
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own dragoons and three hundred Coflacks.
We pafled the river Terek on a timber float,
and after that marched through a marfhy
ground, covered over with fnow, which the
wheel-carriages and horfes feet, with the heat |
of the day, rendered almoft impaffible. We
travelled fouthward, thro’ woods and reeds,
about fifteen verfts, and encamped on the
{fouth-eaft fide of the fmall river Cargine,
where the Ruffians kept a guard of foldiers.

On the sth we ftruck our tents, and
marched fouth twenty-five verfts farther, and
encamped on a plain covered all over with
fnow, called Suchoi Oxai.

On the 6th, at four o'clock in the morn«
ing, we marched from thence fouthwards,
pafled the river Oxai on ice, which was only
four days frozen, and encamped on the fouth
fide of it. Having dined, we marched at
two o’clock afternoon, fouthward, travelled
through a plain country, and at feven o’clock
4t night we arrived, very cold, in a large
Tartarian or Circaffian village, called Andre-
ofske Derevna, confifting of between three
and four hundred houfes. The prince of this
village is called Alifh, and is under the protec-
tion of Ruffia. He came four verfts out of
his capital to pay his refpects to the prince,
and convoyed him to his own houfe. We
entered into a great hall, where was a good
fire of wood. Alifh was drunk, and when
the prince demanded to know the caofe of

1L,
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it, he faid, that he was informed that morn-
ing, that the prince would honour his houfe
with his prefence ; that he was fo glad of this
intended honour, that he caroufed with fome
of his chiefs through the whole day. He
faid that no angel would have been welcom-
er, and begged that he would be a friend to
him. His cap being in his hand, and his
head being clofe fhaved, difcovered the fcars
of a great many wounds which he had recei-
ved. The prince enquired, How he came by
thefe marks? He anfwered, that when he
was younger, he was extremely fond of di-
verfion ; he faid, that he had fome reafon to
think that he was one of the moft complete
baters in all Circaflia ; he faid, that he met
with much oppofition, but generally gained
his point: He had one of the beft breed of
horfes in the whole country, produced from
thofe he had ftolen from the borders of Tur.
key and Georgia ; that, although he now is
old, he loves the game ; and that his young
men are frequently bringing in fome ; but he
complained loudly of the Perfians who came
for us ; he faid, that they had already cut off
the heads of three or four of his men ; and
that they had fix, which, he heard, would all
meet with the fame fate, if his excellency
did not prevent it. Upon this the prince
{ent off a meflenger to require the prifoners,
and demand the reafon why the fardar or
general of the Perfians aflumed a privilege

of



326 VOYAGES anp

of putting to death any fubject belonging to
the Ruflian empire ; protefting, that if he
heard of any fuch barbarity after this, he
would not perhaps proceed on his intended
embafly, and that if he did, he would not fail
to reprefent the fardar’s inhumanity and pre-
{fumption to the Shach, Next morning, the
prifoners were returned alive,and an officer of
diftinction fent to bheg that the prince would
forgive what he had unknowingly been ob-
liged to do; becaufe all thieves, which he
feized, faid they were Ruflian fubjedts, fome
of whom, he was certain, were not under the
protection of Ruffia. He faid, that they had
already not only carried off many of his beft
horfes, but lay lurking in the woods, and kill
without mercy, any f{inall party of men who
happen to go but a fhort way from his camp.
He concluded by fuggefting, that there would
be little fecurity either for his Perfians or Ruf-
fians, unlefs the ambaflador would pleafe car-
ry the perfon of their Khan with him,as {ure-
ty for their good behaviour. The prince told
Alifh what the Perfians juftly enough com-
plained of ; which Alifh faid might be true,
but added, that it was not in his power to
put a ftop to it altogether ; and added, that
he wifhed they might not. fteal fomewhat
from us in the night-time. Upon this the
prince caufed the trumpets to found through
the town, and warn all the inhabitants to
keep within doors, declaring, that if any of

the
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the centinels faw any of them going near
where our horfes or baggage were kept, they
would fire upon them, and that if a horfe
was loft, a fevere punilhment would follow ;
befides, that he would infift upon their deli-
vering two of their beft horfes for every one
of ours. Notwithftanding which, they ftole
a piftol from one of our officers, although it
was under the pillow upon which he was
fleeping, and feveral other {inall things. Next
morning, the prince defired that Alifh would
convoy him over the borders ; and in this
manner he carried him even to the walls of
Derbent ; and Alifh, not knowing that he
was a prifoner, imagined that he was very
much honoured by the notice the prince took
of him.,

Next morning, being the 4th of January,
we marched down the river about three
verfts to a ford, and left this neft of thieves.
We pafled this deep rapid river, called A-
grachan. The paflage was both tedious and
dangerous. It is about three hundred paces
broad, and about noon, when the fun fhines
both fummer and winter, when the weather
is warm, the river, as all thefe we paffed thro’
in our way to Derbent do, begins to fiell,
and continues fwelling till after fun-fet, by
the melting of the fnow upon the high
Country. We encamped on the fouth banks
of this river, upon a fmall plain. Here grows
2 certain thorn, of which beautiful walking

{taves
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{taves are made ; when the bark is taken off
it is wonderfully variegated, and refembles a
piece of marble, but it is very heavy : From
this place, at the diftance of twenty verfts,
{tood the Rulffian eaftle called Sulack.

On the 8th day, we departed from this
place at the dawning of the day, and pro-
ceeded fouth through a wood of oaks, and
vines creeping on them, whereon grapes
grew, from which the Ruflians make very
~ good wine. We travelled only eight or nine-
verfls, till we arrived at the river Coftica, and
encamped on the northern banks of it for
the night. This is the river which forms the
boundary between the Rullians and Perfians.
The governor of Derbent was fent, with for-
ty or fifty followers, all armed, to pay their
refpects to the prince : They convoyed him
to his tents, and had the honour to drink a
difth of coffee in the ambaflador’s prefence.
Our dragoons now marched in rank, with
their broad {words in their hands. We could
not pafs Coftica this evening, the water be-
ing too rapid and deep.

On the morning of the gth, we pafled
Coftica, where, had it not been for Captain
Beunhow, I had been drowned. The ftream
was fo rapid, that it carried down my ma-
chine and the two poor horfes that drew it ;
but the captain refcued me from this danger.
Having all gained the other fide of the rwri'i.

the
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the prince was received very honourably by
all the Perfian chiefs who commanded thefe
troops, and conducted to his own tents a-
bout two verfts diftant, fouth from the ford,

nearer thefe high mountains.
. The road through which we paffed was
lined on both {fides with feveral thou-
fands of Perfian horfe under arms ; and when
the prince drew near to his tents, they con-
tinued, with great exainefs, a running fire
for a long time. When he entered his tent,
a deputation was fent, with great refpect, to
know if his highnels would be pleafed to per-
mit the chiefs of the army, with their fardar,
named Ami Buflan Khan, at their head, to
Pay their compliments to him. He invited
them kindly, and gave orders, that at our
Main guard, the fardar fhould be received
With military honours due to a general in
chief, by mufic, drums, and kettle-drums.
he main guard was placed before a long
tich tent as an antichamber, through which
the fardar was to pals; between that tent and
the one the prince was in, was a {pace, where
fof'ty men were drawn up under arms, which
Wwas covered on the fides with painted fail-
cloth, {o that none from without could fee
the men thus drawn up, with a very youth of
great ftature, a lieutenant of dragoon grena-
diers, at their head. When the Perfian chiefs
Came up where the ftandard of Ruffia was,
the honours were paid to them exactly. The
T X ; Perfian
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Perfian horfes, not having been trained up
in this way, were frightened ; but their ri-
ders kept their feats fo well, that not one of
them fell. The fardar was with his compa-
ny convoyed through the firlt tent into the
before mentioned Ipace, where the officer
and foldiers paid him their compliments wich
their arms: The fardar ftopt fhort, probably
not underflanding fuch European compli-
ments, and poflibly fulpecting treachery, but
he very [oon recovered himfelt, and, with-
out hefitation, proceeded into the tent where
the prince was. He laid bhis right hand, I
think, upon his heart, and gave a nod to
the officer as he paffed by.

The ambaflador, drefled in a fuit of rich
filk with gold, was fitting at the upper end
of a very long table (at which we ufed to
dine daily) in a great chair, mounted with
cut velver, and richly fet out with gold-lace
and fringes, with his hat upon his head.
The table was covered with fuperfine {carlet
Englifh cloth, richly bordered with fringes of
gold. When the fardar appeared at the foot
of the table, he placed his hand on his breaft,
ftooped, and gave a nod with his head. The
other generals, on each fide of him, did the
fame. Our fecretary, who was ftanding at the
prince’s right hand, by the prince’s directi-
on, defired the {ardar to take his chair, and
direct the general officers who attended him
to take theirs, as he thought proper. The

{ardar
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fardar advanced flowly, and took his
chair on the prinee’s left hand, at the di-
ftance however of three feet at leaft from
him, farther down the table, and the o-
ther fill at a farther diftance. The pume
ber who attended at this time was nine, a-
mong whom was a young man who fat .be-
low all the reft: He was an Indian chief, who
was kept as an hoftage ; however, he com-
manded about four thoufand of his own
men.

We ftood uncovered, though exceflively
cold, round the perfon of our ambaffador,.
drefled in our fecond beft cloaths. The pages
upon this occafion, made no unbecoming
appearance ; they were all drefled in fuper-
fine fcarlet, richly fet off with gold-lace; and
the prince’s livery fervants, who brought cof=
fee, took care of the candles, and perform-
ed the like fervices, were very (plendid.
The Perfian chiefs were differently drefled,
in brocades, filks, and cloths of gold, with
rich {afhes about their middle, in which was
fluck a kingjall or durk, with a handle cuyi-
oufly wrought with gold and fet with precious
ftones, as was the fheath ; befides which, e-
very man had his fabre ; their handles
were orpamented in the fame manner.
Thefe Perfians do not wear turbans, but
high caps, made cither of cloth or brecade ;
they taper from the head to the top, ending
in four fharp corners. They furround thag

pas,
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part of the cap which immediately inclofeth
the head, with very rich fathes made of filk
and gold.

The tent where this firft audience was gi-
ven, was between thirty and forty feet long,
and proportionably broad, lined on the in-
fide throughout with rich Perfian filks. The
Perfian followers rufhed into the tent in fuch
numbers, that they bore hard upon us, and
rendered it difficult for the ambaflador’s fer-
vants to go about their bufinefs, of which our
marfhal, with a loud voice, ordered the fe-
cretary to complain to the fardar, who, with
one word, foon freed us of this troublefome
company, nor was any fervant ever admit-
ted after this, except a very few neceflar
ones, Compliments were profufely made to
the prince; he was promifed every thing,
. and much more than he defired; all which
was extremely ill performed, as the fequel
will fhew.

Atter they had talked over their prefent
affairs, the prince asked them, If they
did not chufe a dith of coffee? To which
they aflented, with a nod. He then defi-
red them, if they plealed, to fmoke the calli-
an. The fardar, in the name of the reft,
returned thanks, faying, that it was an ho-
nour they little expected to be indulged with
in his prefence ; and that they {moked their
callian when they drank coffee ; but never
durft do that in his prefence of their fupe-

riors
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riors unlefs they were permitted. Every
one had his callian brought in ; and indeed
they thoroughly fumigated this large tent.
Co [2e was prepared, both in the Ruffian and
Perfian manner. The Perfians prepare their
co'fee in this manner : They burn the beans,
as we do, but reduce them to an impalpable
powder ; fo that when boiled, it is near as
thick as hafty pudding. They take only one
cupat a time, without fugar; bur this they do
frequently through the day ; and they af-
firm, which I believe true, that it quenches
thir(t better than any thing elfe; railes the
{pirits, and does not cloy the ftomach. I
have tried it ; and, though itis not very a-
greeable, thought it had that effect upon me.
At the end of this vifit the fardar prefled
the prince much, that he would be pleafed
to honour them, by taking a collation in
King Solomon’s tent, which Nadir Shach,
their great King, had ordered them to bring
for that purpofe. The prince returned
thanks for their intended kindnefs ; but ad-
ded, that as he reprefented the perfon of
the Emprefs, he was determined to pay no
vifits until he had delivered his credentials
into the Shach’s hands ; and therefore, with-
f’“t farther ceremony, intreated the fardar,
if he defigned to live in friendfhip with him,
to give him no more trouble about fuch af-
irs.  Thus, this tedious ceremony end-
ed, to all our fatisfactions. Soon after
their
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their departure, many prefents of different
Perfian wines, fruits, and a variety of con-
fe@ions, were fent to the ambailador.

The ambaflador now gave directions how
to fet up our tents continunaily after this,
He called for the plan which the mar{hal had
made out; he ordered fome changes, wviz.
that the two troops of dragoons {houid have
their tents placed oppofite to one another,
with the ftandard and main guard in the
middle : That his gentlemens tents {hould
be placed at a reafonable diftance, upon each
fide of his fleeping tent, made of felt, in
form of a bee-hive : That Dr Lerch and his
mate fhould be at no great diftance from the
hofpital tent.  He ordered his own tent to
be placed at the end of the dragoons, exad-
ly in the middle, with its entry opening into
the area between the dragoons, as into a
ftreet, My tent of felt, in form of a bee-
hive, was bebind his, that in the night-time
I might be near his perfon. The great
kitchen tent was placed behind mine, and
the two great baggage tents, with that in
which we dined, behind it, where polffible,
near fome inacceflible place. The Coflacks
and Tartars furrounded us. The Perfian
nain army lay between us and the hills, but
detached numbers furrounded us on all fides;
and we encamped in this order every night.

After fun-fet the Perfians played their hor-
rid mufic, confifting of very long trumpets,

making



T RAVELILS, 235

making a noife to be heard at a great di-
{tance, and afterwards fet their night watches,
by firing off a few fmall cannon. They fi-
red their cannon in the morning, and played
their mufic daily, but they fired their muf-
quets through the whole night.  The firft
night feveral fhot went through our tents ;
a complaint of which being made next morn-
ing, a ftop was put toit. The Perfians were
hated by all the inhabitants of the hills, who
in the night-time frequently made attacks
upon the Perfian camp, cutting all to picces
who happened to fallin their way, and carry-
ing off all the horfes they could meet with.

Next day was taken up by the Perfians in
packing up our baggage, fit for portage, on
the backs of camels. ~ From this place all the
Ruffian and Coflack carts were returned
home. We had no other wheel machines
than the prince’s coach, and two or three
-ﬂeeping or traveiling waggons.

Seven of our Coflacks went out to cut
down fome wood for firing in a neighbour-
ing wood. One fat on horfeback, to take
care that no enemy came near, whilft the
reft were gathering timber.  This poor man
was fhot with a fingle bullet; it entered in
at the ferobiculus cordis, and lodged in a rib,
which it broke immediately below the under
angle of the bafe of the ftapula, He died the
day following, in great agonics.  He was ve-
ry follicitous to have his body buried in Cir-

; caflia,
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caflia, amongft his relations. This the prince
ordered to be done,

On the {ame day the Perfians feized fix
highlanders, called Tavellines, trom whom
they {oon cut the heads. The Perfians {ent
to the prince a report of this; and begged,
that as they were ftraitened for provifions,
and as they were aflured the Tavellines were
intending to give them battle, he would con-
defcend to proceed on his journey next day ;
telling him, that Nadir Shach had fent them
to be his fervants, and conduét his excellen-
cy fafe, whofe arrival he daily wifhed for,
&oc.
- The Perfians having got every thing in
readinefs; we marched on the eleventh, 12
miles farther north-eaft, by the north fide of
the high mountains of Caucalus, called Pif-
chancke, and pitched our tents on a plain
ground in the evening. Our own horfes
were all led, and we rode upon Perfian hor~
fes, only the dragoons rode on their own
horfes, and we and our horfes were furnifh-
ed with every thing needful for man and
beaft, according to the eaftern way.

On the (2th day we marched trom this a-
bout nine o’clock A. M. and travelled thro’
a tolerable pldin road, having fome lakes on
our left hand, and the high mountains on
our right. We only travelled about twenty-
five verlts, as many camels fell dewn, not
able to proceed through hunger and fatigue ;

wherefore
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wherefore they either cut their throats, or the
tendons of their hindermoft legs, to difable
them from going, that they might not fall in-
to the hands of their enemies, and be ufeful
to them. This night we encamped on a
hollow ground, covered on all fides by high
banks, through which run a muddy ftream,
called Belajareka.

About ten A. M. we proceeded on our
journey ; but the roads, for eight or ten
verlts, were extremely deep, being tough
clay. 'We pafled by much arable land, both
yefterday and this day.  After this the roads
turned better ; and we continued our jour-
ney by the north-eaft fide of the high moun-
tain called Tegu, feparated from all the reft
of Caucafus by a deep valley, and encamped
on the eaft fide of it, at the diftance of about
three miles from the Calpian, Sea and about
three quarters of a mile from the.foot of the
mountain, on a very pleafant plain.

Between us and the mountain were man
vine and other fruit-gardens, which the Per-
fians, in lefs than two hours, cut down to
the ground, leaving no remains of timber
for fire-wood to us. There was now no
growing timber near us : Such barbarous be-
haviour could not fail fenfibly to irritate, to
the greateft degree, the pailions of thefe
brave highlanders, to whom the vines belong-
ed, who in the night-time fell on their camp,
and carried off fifteen men, and fome hor{'s,

Uu Tegu
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Tegu hill at a diftance, where we could
have a right view of it, appeared on the top
like a circular table, inclining to the eaft. Its
top, we judged, may meafure about twenty
Englifh miles in circamference. It is fir-
rounded by very high rocks quite round,
many fathoms deep, as far as we eould fee,
which rendered it quite impregnable, except
at one place near a large village, fituated at
the foot of this rock far up the hill. This
pallage to the top of the mountain we dif-
covered by the help of a good telefcope.

The day after we arrived, dreading no
danger, I begged that our major would give
me an efcort of {ix dragoons, that I might
take a view of the top of the hill. The ma-
jor took time to confider of it, but privately
told the prince. Upon which, by the
prince’s authority, orders were iffued out-for-
bidding any perfon belonging to the embaf-
{y to go above fixty paces from the camp.
"This put a ftop to my curiofity.

Here are an infinite number of monu-
ments of the dead, many large burial places,
and the veftiges of many gardens, which
makes me believe, that this place has former-
ly been very populous. . We were told, that
it had been the refidence of a potent prince ;
but as all thefe people, time out of mind,
live without any ceconomy, by plunder and
rapine, fo it is no wonder that at prefent

they
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they are fo miferably reduced, We could
difcover the veftiges of fome former city,
ftretching far up the fide of the hill.

As we came to the place where we en-
camped, the natives fold to fome of our men
two great loaves of bread for an ufelefs flint
ftone, money not being valued here, but by
the weight, purity, and value of the metal,

The Perfian chiefs aflured us, when we
were on the borders, that large {tores of pro-
vifions were kept for us here; but, when we
arrived, there was no {uch thing ; which was
the reafon that the prince would proceed no
farther till wehad received provifions for fome
days; becaufe he could give no credit to what
they faid. _

There were three villages in our view, up-
on the eaft fide of the hill, between us and
the precipice formerly taken notice of, not
three miles diftant from one another,

We were told, that they had carried on
war amongft themf{elves for one year before
we arrived : That the two {maller villages
Joined againft the great one ; {o that it was
fhngerous for men to walk out of them. It
1s faid, that Peter the Great loft about three
thoufand men at the foot of this hill. They
Wear coats of mail under their upper gar-
ment.  They are a bold well-made people,
and fhoot out of rifled pieces very dexte-
roufly, and have fine fcymetars, all of their
Own making.

They
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They are ruled by one of their own 'peo-
ple, apoointed governor by Nadir Shach.
Though they are under the Perfian yoke,
yet it is only fo long as a ftrong body of Per—
fians are in this cou ntry.

On the fourteenth, in the evening, having
got fome provifions, the Perfians marched
off, and left with us but a few of their men.
They would have had the ambaflador to fol-
low ; but he would not move, though they
faid, that the highlanders would attack us in
the night time, if we remained there.

The prince, in his anfwer, faid, that he
was afraid of nothing but their lies : That
he wanted already two days provifions, and
would not go farther unlefs that was paid
up; and alfo provifions for five days before
it became due; becaufe, he {aid, he had
fome reafon to believe they mtended to ftarve
him and his men.

Next morning the {ardar, being afraid that
we would return, as our ambaflador had
threatened, came to the prince, begged par-
dou, and promifed every thing ; and at laft
we fet out on the i5th, and pafled over ma-
ny low ftony hills, and by many burial places,
where many hundred ftones were fet on end
at the heads of the dead, adorned with hie-
roglyphicks, to declare what they were,
when alive ; e. g. if a foldier, a quiver and
arrows, bow and {abre, were cut out on the
ftone ; and fo of the reft.. We pitched our

tents
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tents on the high banks of the fmall {tony
river Manafle.

Not far from Buinack there was a village ;
thither the prince fent and bought fome pro-
vi{iops ; and we were told, that the Perfians
having been made acquainted with ir,
{trangled their chief.  Aiter this the prince
could not fee, without very vifible marks of
anger, the Perfian fardar.

On the 16th we fet out, and paffed the
rapid ftony little river Manafle, diftant about
25 verfts from Targu; we pafled alfo many
ftony hills, and deep valleys, which made our
journey very tedious ; and at two o’clock,
P. M. we encamped on a plain, having the
high green hills on our right hand, and the
fea on our left, diftant about three verfts.
The hills were fcarcely a verft from us; and
it is incredible how beautiful they were, con-
fidering the feafon : They refembled a green
dyke, whofe {ummits we could not fee for
clouds, quite even, near perpendicular,
ftretching from north fouthwards, having, as
it were, formed one of the {weeteft plains e-
ver I beheld, four miles broad between the
hills and fea, and fo far from the place where
we encamped fouthw ard, that the keencft
eye could not fee the end of it.

On this day’s journey we faw many horfe-
men at a diftance on the hills, efpecially af-
ter we croffed Manafle. A fhort way from

the
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the road, we difcovered the ruins of a fort
built by Peter the Great, called Buinack.

This day, having travelled forty-five verfts,
we refolved to lodge here the enfuing night.
At a {mall diftance from our camp was a
heap of ftones, faid to be made by Peter the
Great; and my worthy friend Mr Bell of
Antermony, has lately aflured me, that he
remembers it well. He was in the Ruflian
army when Peter marched through this
plain ; and at this place he was very unex-
pectedly attacked by many thoufands of the
inhabitants of the hills, whom he foon dif-
perfed, after having killed many of them ;
and having gained a remarkable victory, Pe—
ter ordered every man in the army to throw
a {tone on that place. Mr Bell {ays, that
many carried three or four ; and indeed fo
it appears ; becaufe Peter the Great’s army
never could have raifed fuch a heap, by one
man’s contributing only one ftone.

On the 17th we fet out, and travelled four
ver(ts, over low grounds, not quite even, and
twenty verfts farther over a plain like a bow-
ling-green, having the {ea on our left, and
the high mountains on our right hand. In
one part of this plain we were again defired
not to let our horfes feed, becaufe of a poi-
fonous herb ; but we faw none of it. A
little farther on we faw an old camp of the
then Shach, when he carried his arms againft
Prince Ufinei ; and from the top of a hill a-

bout
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bout twenty verfts from our laft camp, we
faw the camp where Ufmei cut off fifteen
thoutand of the Perfians beft troops to
pieces, and hanged their general, who hap-
pened to be a relation of the Shach, and fent
this account to the Shach by three of his
foldiers, whofe lives they fpared : From one
they cut off the ears, they cut the tongue out
of the mouth of another, and plucked the
eyes out of the head of a third ; and in this
manner {ent them, with this meflage, to the
Shach ; affuring him, that they daily withed
he might fall into their hands, and that they
Would put him to as cruel a death as they
could invent.

Near the end of this day’s journey we
Pafled through a wood, where we killed five
wild boars, and with my hounds forced an
elk to feek prote@ion from the fea, where it
was {hot by a Perfian.

: On onr paﬁ'age this day, the prince obfer-
ving a great herd of horfes, confifting of a-
bout thyee hundred, fent to the {fardar,

0 know, Whofe horfes they were? The far-
dar denjed that he knew any thing about
them ; ang faid, that he imagined they had
bﬂ_lonSEd to his Excellency. Upon recciving
this anfwer, the prince fent a captain of
dragoons, with a party of men, and a hun-
dred Coffacks, to feize them for the Tm-
Pre(s’s ufe, and fecure the principal thicf,
Who was a Perfian.  The captain feized the

horfes,
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horfes, appointed men to take care of
them, and returned with the thief in cufto-
dy. The Coflacks and Tartars at their re-
turn declared, that many of the horfes were
their own property, and had been ftolen from
them. Upon this information the prince cau-
fed keep the thief ftrictly, and gag him. In
the evening the fardar begged an audience,
which was granted, and it was the laft ever
he got.

At meeting, he told the prince that the
man he had taken under cuftody was one of
the Shach’s merchants, who had orders to
buy up horfes for the ufe of the Shach’s ar-
my, but that it was altogether unknown to
him in the morning, and thercfore defired
that the horfes and merchant might be fet
at liberty : But good as the prince was,
{uch bafenefs put him , into a very great
paflion. He told the fardar, that he was
certain he was telling a falfehood, which was
a practice he had clofely followed ever fince
the unlucky hour he had firft feen him: He
{aid, that he could now prove that the prifon-
er was a thief,bymore than one hundred wit-
nefles, and that the horfes belonged to the
Emprels’s fubjects, many of whom in his re-
tinue claimed them ; that therefore he would
neither give up the thief, nor part with the
horfes. He put him in mind of the many
lies he had daily made concerning our provi-
fions; and declared, that he was much fur-

prifed
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prifed that the Shach could perform fuch
great atchievements, with men wholfe chief
Qualifications feemed to lie in low chicanery
and grofs diffimulation. He faid,that he would
carry the thief to the Shach, and have the af-
fair fearched to the bottom : At this the far-
dar’s creft fell,and in the moft abject manner,he
¢raved pardon for hitherto not having had ic
n his power to keep his word, which was oc-
cafioned by the people of the country, thro’
Which we paffed, being in a ftate of rebel-
lion, who, in their abfence, had every where
ftolen the provifions; but added, that he
would permit the ambaflador to fpit on his
beard, (the greateft affront which can be
done to a Perfian) if he did not get plenty
of every thing at Derbent. To this the prince
anfwered, that if he had fpit but once for
every falfehood which he had told him, his
beard would foon turn white; and ordered
him forthwith out of his prefence.

We encamped on the fouth fide of a wood,
in a place covered with heath: After our tents
were all fet up, and every thing in order, a
very large boar rofe out from the heath, and
ran into the Perfian camp, where he foon was
killed by them, and brought to us.

The Perfians were much afraid that Uf-
Tay’s men would attack them. We . were
Informed afterwards, that it was out of re-
gard to the Ruffian ambaflador that he did
- not fall on them; for he killed fome hun-
dreds, and took many horfes from them,

k. when
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when they were on their way to the borders
of Ruffia: But what confirms my conjecture
is, that the prince fent Captain Roflet, before
we left Circaflia, to the chiefs in Caucafus, to
know if they would behave in a friendly man-
ner to him, in his way te Perfia. They e-
{corted the captain from one to another,and
all declared, as did Ufmei, that, out of re-
{fpect to the ambaflador, they would not hurt
the Perfians; but, that if he did not come
with them, they would not permit one of
them to return into their own country.

On the 18th, we marched early through a
plain low ground; pafled three rivulets, and
encamped upon the fouth fide of a wood to
take refrefhment. We now left the hills, and
divected our courfe near fouth-eaft, not far
from the fea: We performed this journey by
noon, being twenty-verfts, The Perfians
were now much afraid of Ufmei, and for that
- reafon prefled the prince much to proceed
to Derbent, fituated only about eighteen or
nineteen verfts from us,

On the 19th, we pafled over a clay-land
very barren ; and in the afternoon marched
to the north-fide of Derbent. The Perfians
prefled the prince to march through the city
that night for fear of Ufmei; but he would
not, though the fardar left us with his ar-
my.

The city fired fome fmall cannon, and
fome fmall arms from the walls, in honour

of
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of the ambaflador. The Ruffian refident,
Arapoff, and my good friend Counfellor
Cherkefloff; came out of Derbent to pay their
refpets to the prince;, with whom they had
fome private converfation, and then return-
ed to the city, leaving us to the protection
of heaven. The night-watches were no {foon-
er placed than the prince gave orders to the
Circaflian prince Alifk, and his men, with
the Coflacks, and three hundred horfes,
which I faid had been villainoufly carried off
from the borders of Circaffia, that they fhould
Teturn to their own country with all precau-
tion and diligence.

We after this pafled the night in all fafe-
ty from the Tartars. Next morning I took

aview of the north-fide of this ancient city
Derbent. '

C H A P. XXIV.

Congerning Derbent ; what is remarkable there,
and the Tranfations of the Embafly during
our Stay in it.

HE city of Derbent, faid to be built by
Alexander the Great, and called by
many different names, as the Iron Gates, the
Perfian Gates, ¢c. lying in forty-one degrees,
fifty minutes, north latitude, and fixty-feven
degrees, forty minutes, eaft longitude, is
buile
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built upon the eaft-fide of a hill bearing that
name: It is divided into three parts; the up-
per, neareft the top of the hill, called the Ci-
tydel, the middle, and the lower city. The
Citydel is inhabited by foldiers only; nor is
a citizen, nor any other, no not the gover-
nor of the city, permitted to enterit; nei-
ther is the commandant of the Citydel, nor
any of his men, permitted to come out of it,
except when commanded by an order from
the Shach. Their provifions, ammunition,
&r¢. are taken from the city by a crane ; the
only gate entering from the city into it is
never opened, but to receive a recruit of
foldiers. = The middle city is the only
place inhabited by merchants, citizens,
dye. but it is in a moft ruinous, mifera-
ble condition, few houfes being in repair;
the ftreets are very irregular, flrait, and
all broken; dead horfes, and other ani-
mals, render the air very difagreeable and
naufeous. In this city are {ome caravan-
{aries ; that belonging to the Armenians is
the only one in tolerable repair. Here is a
very grand mofque, which the prefent Na-
dir Shach has converted into a granary ; the
roof of which is fupported by eighty-four large
pillars.  In the city there is no other public
nor private place worth taking notice of.
The lower city, whole walls are built into the
fea,was an empty area, where they kept their
cattle formerly in the night-time, for fear of

Ufmei’s
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Ufmel’s men; but Shach Nadir has built a
row of {hops, on each fide of a broad ftreet,
quite down the middle; at the end of which
ftreet, next the fea, he built alfo a very large
palace, where there is a well of excellent wa-
ter. - The city is about an Engli(h mile long,
but fearcely three-fourths of one mile broad.
It is furrounded by one of the thickeft walls
I ever faw, ftrengthened by fixty {quare ba-
ftions : The walls are built of a curious ftone
of {hells: This is a natural ftone, no artificial
compofition, according to the whims of fome
late authors ; for I;having travelled far up the
mountain, difcovered, as high as I went, that
the rocksthere were of the fame kind of ftone;
confequently, feeing the natives were in poi-
- {eflion of fo great variety of this natural thel-
ly cement, it would have been véry needlefs
to make a compofition exaétly refembling the
fame thing. The walls are about twenty
feet thick near the furface of the earth, thir-
ty feet high, and at the top ten or twelve feet
thick; a parapet for breaft-work furrounds
the top of the wall, with port-holes at conve-
nient diftances. Peter the Great, it is well
known, took this city, which was reftored
with the Perfian conquered provinces, to
this prefent Shach, in the reign of the Em-
prefs Anna Joannovma. The Ruffians,
when it was in their poffeffion, made trial
of the effects which cannon-balls had on this
wall; the ball only perforated it, but neither
‘ {hook
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{hook the wall, nor rent the ftone. On thé
north fide of Derbent, under the hills, is ve-
ry fine arable ground: Upon the tops of the
hills, weft from Derbent,are to be {een fome
towers, which the inhabitants fay were built
by Alexander the Great; and that he conti
nued thefe towers from Derbent weft to the
Black Sea, in order to curb the Dageftan
Tartars.

At the place where we now ‘are encamped
are many wellsof the pureft {pring-water,and
a variety of hewn troughs,for the convenien-
cy of cattle to drink out of: They certainly
are very ancient. About one fourth of a mile
north from the walls of the city, are very ma~
ny burial-places; one in particular,is a fquare
furrounded with a ftone wall; the natives
faid, that "Mty Chriftian princes were buried
Liere, 'who were killed by the inhabitants of
Derbent,fighting fortheir religion; but in this
fquare are interred fome hundreds; the ftones
covering the graves are {o near to one ano-~
ther, that you may walk upon them.

The Tartars from the borders of Aftrachan
to Derbent, are all Mahometans, of the fet
of the Turks; but fome things make me be-
dieve, that a majority of them had formerly
profefled the Chriftian religion.  They have
meetings at certain times of the year, where
they divert themfelves, without being able to
account for the caufe, any other way than

that their anceftors did {o before them; but
2 _th_cfe
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thefe times correfpond exaétly with the times
appointed by the Greek churcht for their fefti-
vities: Add to this, that I was affured there
Wwere at this day very many crofles of ftone
erected in this hilly country, and that the na-
tives kept their annual meetings at or near
thefe croffes, where they yet remain,  They
take a plurality of wives, notwithftand-
ing what Mr Hanway fays, as has been, I
think, pyt out of doubt, by the hiftory I gave
formerly of the two Bekovitches. - The old
Bekovitch, at the time we were in Kizlaar,
had either three or four wives, and a num-
ber of concubines. I fhall fay no more in
this place about the Tartars, to the north of
Derbent, referving thofe things till I give
fome account of the Shach and his acti-
Ons, in a proper place. On the low
Srounds between the hill and fea, to the
fouth of Derbent, are very many vine-gar-
dens, being a rich foil; and upon the fides of
the mountain are many wells and rills of the
pureft water. Here alfoare manyburial-places,
and a variety of monuments built upon fome
Pleafant fpot, where their great Baters have
been buried.

On the 20th January, a deputation was
fent to the prince, to requeft him to march
through the city to the fouth-fide, where he
Would be in fafety ; and beg that he would
March without any military fhew, alledging,
that it did not carry the appearance of friend-

{hip ;
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fhip: They on their parts promifing to pay

him the fame honours from their cannon,
which they pay to their own King. The
prince would not fee their deputation, but
referred them to our gentlemen, where my
worthy friend Cherkefloff prefided, he being
mafter of their language. Mr Cherkefloff
told them, that all thefe honorary affairs were
fettled between the Emprefs and their King,
before an ambaflador was named : That
the Perfian monarchy had never before been
honoured with a plenipotentiary, an am-
baflador extraordinary, reprefenting the per-
fon of the Emprefs, before this time : That
the prince was determined never to fubmit
to any thing derogatory to the Emprefs,
or inferior to the King of Perfia: That
he not only would march with all military ho-
nours through Derbent, but even to the ve-
ry threfhold of their King’s palace: Finally,
that if they fent any more deputations, or
made the leaft delay, he would decamp to
the fide of the fea, and order a Rulffian fhip,
which was riding at Derbent, to aflfemble as
many fhips as would be fuflicient to carry
him and his retinue back to Ruffia. He alfo
ordered, that their fardar fhould himfelf
come, and keep the inhabitants and others in
order, while he was marching through the
city. :

This had the defired effet: The fardar
came and promifed every thing, but could

not ' get admittance to the prince. A Lroo;}
' o
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of dragoons, with their kettle-drum, trumpet,
and colours, preceded with their fwords
drawn. The band of mufick followed the
doctor; his mate, and I, rode next; the gen~
temen of the embafly fucceeded; they were
followed bythe pages; theambaflador mount-
ed on a fine horle, as white as fnow, rode a-
lone, his fecretary being near, and but a lit-
tle behind him; twelve liverymen on foot,
fix on each fide attended, uncovered: The
refident and Mr Cherkafloff, followed the
Prince; the other troop of dragoons, with
their colours, kettle-drum, and trumpet,
fucceeded; the baggage followed them, e-
fcorted by fixty foldiers, and their drums;
and a party of the Perfian horfe brought
Up the rear: When the rear was in motion
that was made known by the drums; then
the firft kettle-drum and trumpet played,then
the mufick, laftly the fecond trumpet and
kettle-drum, and this went round in their
order, till we were in our camp; only when
* the mufick entered the north gate, it played
until they had pafled through the fouth gate.
We arrived fafely in our camp on the fouth-
fide of the city, in two hours from our firft
outfetting, In the time of our march the
Prince was faluted with their {mall cannon,
very regularly, and their foldiers continued
to fire off their mufkets from the walls for
a long time.
In the evening, the vefident and Mr Cher-
kaﬂbﬁ' brought into our camp, as privately
Yy a8
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as they could, a beautiful young Circaflian
maid, who, her parents being dead, was
brought to Derbent to her uncle, who was a
merchant. The governor, having got no-
tice of this beauty, negociated in a friendly
way with the uncle to part with her for his
bed. To this he would not comply; and,
when he was threatened and hard prefled, he
begged that the Ruflian refident would re-
ceive her into his houfe privately. This the
refident did, and the merchant declared, that
fhe had made an clopement from him, nor
could he tell where the was. The governor
‘caujed fearch his houfe, and afterwards tor-
tured the poor man, who would not difcover
her; but that night we lay on the north fide
of the city, he moft inhumanly caufed cut
off his head, to prevent, as he thought, a dif~

covery of the cruelty he had been guilty of.
But the cunning Arapoff’ had fpies upon
all his actions, who made this repert to
the prince, who fent a meflage by one of
his interpreters to the governor, letting
bim know, that he was thoroughly acquaint-
ed with all the villany he he had been guilty
of to the murthered merchant, a fubjet of
Ruffia, and ordered that he fhould deliver
up the merchant’s fervants and goods, ac-
cording to a corret catalogue of which he
was in pofleflion. The governor, extreme-
ly frightened, brought every thing to our.
camp belonging to the deceafed merchant,
and
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and offered his perfon to endure any punifh-
ment the prince fhould think proper to in-
fli¢t upon him, or effered to pay what fum
of money he was able, in order to atone for
his crime. The prince would not fee him ;
but Mr Cherkafloff told him from the prince,
that he did not mean to come into terms
with any villain, whatever rank and power
he might have ; that he was no judge in Per-
fia, except in what related to his own people ;
but that he determined to inform Nadir
Shach of all the indignities he had met with
fince his arrival in the empire of Perfia, and
that he would not fail to reprefent fuch un-
heard of barbarity in a true impartial light.
This faid, Cherkaffoff ordered him to return

immediately, or elfe he would ufe him in a
very different manner.

In the evening, the prince fent this maid,
with her uncle’s {fervants and effeéts on board
the fhip, with orders to the mafter to ufe
them with all hofpitality, and fafely deliver
them to the governor of Aftrachan, who
would fend them to Circatiia,

Next morning Dr Lerch defired my ad-
vice in'the hofpital concerning a young dra-
#oon, who had been very ufeful in helping
our carts through the rapid river Agrachan ;
and having wet his feet in the {iream, one of
them froze. He had ngver taken off his
boots till yefternight, when he firft difcover-
€d the danger he was in. One of his feet

was
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was {fo mortified, that he did not feel deep
{carifications ; wherefore, it was refolved to
amputate his leg below the knee. Whilft we
were viewing the foot, and confulting what
was to be done, a number of Perfian officers
 came about us, and {aw the operation per-
formed. They came daily to the hofpital,
and faw the care which was taken of him
and others, at which they exprefled no {inall
{urprize. On the 29th day, before we left
Derbent, he was put on board the fhip in a
good way, with diretions, in order to be
tranfported to Aftrachan, where I faw him
afterwards in good health. At firft, the Per- -
fians imagined that he was fome great crimi-
nal, and that the lofs of his leg was a punifh-
ment ; but, when they were undeceived by
our interpreters, they declared that they be-
lieved no fuch cure had ever been effefted in
Perfia ; and that doubtlefs the Shach would
give any money to a man who could perform

{uch operations. -
Soon after this, a meffage was {ent to the
prince from a Perfian general, requefting him
to fend his doftor, acquainting him that he
was poxed to a very great degree. Dr Lerch
had liberty granted to go ; but, tho’ they re-
compenfed the dottor well enough, they alfo
required me. The prince, reprefenting to
me the danger I would be in of lofing my li-
berty by the barbarous Nadir Shach, if I per-
formed any cure upon his people, determi-
ned
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ned me to withftand their follicitations. The
prince returned for anfwer, that as I was not
a Ruffian, he had no power to order me
to attend any but thofe immediately under
his command,

- Having been informed that gold was to be
fold in a profitable way here, and, having a
large fum of filver coin by me, I applied to
my friend Cherkafloff to get me a merchant:
He very foon produced one all in rags, who
brought with him forty-two triple ducats. I
agreed, but, confidering that there was much
bad coin in the country, would not receive
it unlefs tried by fire and water. To this he
agreed ; and out of the forty-two I only got
twenty-five of good gold; what remained he
made no fcruple to take again, for he was
prefent at the trial.  The night following, I
overheard the prince coughing, and went to
afk what was the caufe ? The centinels would
not permit me to go in ; but the prince over-
hearing, afked who I was, and what was the
reafon I was ftopped from vifiting him? the
centinel an{wered, that yefterday after break-
faft the marfhal had given orders to permit
none to enter into that tent without his
knowledge; at which the prince exprefled
furprize, and more anger than ufual. When
I entered into the tent, I faw a great fum of
gold upon a fmall table, and told the prince
that the major had given fuch orders on ac-
count of the gold, and defired he would net

be
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be angry with him; but I took the liberty to
afk him if he had already payed for it ? telling
him that I had bought fome, and that out of
forty-two had only got twenty-five good gold.
This information was agreeable to the prince,
efpecially as he had not paid for it, and he
defired that I would take the trouble to try
it.  But, wanting to fweat the mar(hal, I an-
{wered, that I willingly would thew the ma-
jor or any other the way to try it; but that,
as his excellency knew, I was neither able to
ftand the fire, nor any great fatigue long, I
hoped he would hold me excufed. To this
motion he heartily agreed, and the major was
fent for, and difturbed from his fleep, which
he loved to excels. At his arrival he was f{e-
verely reproved for giving fuch orders without
the prince’s knowledge, and made to under-
ftand that in the embafly, there were {everal
officers he was every whit as well pleafed to
fece as him: He then told him that I had
bought gold, and how I had tried it, and by
what proportion I would have been a lofer if
I had not taken that precaution. The major,
upon hearing of this, feemed confufed, but
wanted greatly to be at the trying of it,
ahich I foon put him in the way to do, and
then left him to his contemplation. As he
had fome thoufands to try, it took him up a
long time. Towards the evening I went to
know what difcovery he had made, and he
told me that about one-third of the whole

number
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number proved not good ; he, at that time,
was fifting and wafhing the carth under-
neath where the fire had been, the reafon of
which I begged to know ; he faid that he had
bought and paid for forty-five triple ducats,
Which, he alfo endeavouring to try, had pro-
ved very faulty; he faid that he had loft fe-
Ven, nor could he tell what was become of
them, therefore he was fifting and wafhing
the carth tofeeif he could difcoverany gold ;
but his Jabour proved abortive.

On the #th day, after our arrival at Der-
bent, the horfe thief, formerly mentioned,
was fent for into the prince’s tent, and there
told that he was to be fent on board the fhip,
and to be gagged to prevent his fpeaking ;
that the foldiers, who were to put him on
board, had orders inftantly to difpatch him,
if he offered in the leaft to make any noife ;
he was pinioned, and fent off between the ci-
ty wall and Perfian camp, and was fafely put
on board, unknown to any of the Perfians.
Next morning, a meflage was fent from the
major to the fardar, to let him know that
the prifoner had made his efcape ; and there-
fore required that he might be {ent back a-
gain, fuppofing it impoflible that he could
efcape all the Perfian army. The fardar was
Much fuprifed at this news, and made all
fearch, but mid that he fufpected we had
killed him. -

On
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On the firft day of our encamping on the
fouth fide of the city,many blind people came
into our camp 3 their numbers increafed dais
1y, till they numbered about twenty or thirty,
begging alms and bread. The prince order+
ed them daily to be fed from what remain-
ed of our provifion. Thefe unfortunate peo-
ple were the remains of five hundred, whom
the cruel Shach caufed to be deprived of
their eyes in one day, after having made his
army ly with their wives and daugbters. It
was faid that he punifhed them in this
cruel manner, becaufe they had former+
ly ferved the Ruffians when they were mafters
of Derbent. Thefe poor wretches blefled us
and curfed their Shach in one breath ; and,
when we at any time counfelled them not to
curfe the Shach, left he might put them to
death or torture, they anfwered, that he was
a crumiak or rafcal ; that if he had had the
{malleft tincture of goodnefls, he would have
caufed them to be put to death, rather than
permit them to live fo long in fuch mifery.
‘They faid, that, before we came to Derbent,
they were obliged to crawl upon the fides of
the hills, to feek roots to f{atisfy hunger ; that
many of them had been fo fortunate as get
{fome poifonous roots, which put an end to
their torments; others had ended their mifer-
able lives by falling over precipices, or into
the fea ; but added, that they were ftill re-
{erved for greater fufferings.

One
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One day I went, in company of fome of
our gentlemen, to fee the manner of their
burials : The body was laid in a grave builc
on the fide with brick and lime. There was
a place on the eaft fide of the grave raifed a
little higher than the floor, whereon they laid
the body, with his face covered, directed to-
wards Mecca: When the body was thus de-
pofited, they covered the grave with an arch
of brick and lime, upon which they threw
earth,  When the ceremony was finilhed,
the prieft turned to us ftrangers, and, in good
Ruffian language, told us, that the deceafed
was a good believer or muflulman : He faid
fomething in favours of the Mahometan reli-
gion, and added, that although they could
not believe that Chrift was the Son of God, in
any other fenfe, than that he was a great pro-
phet, a good man, and much beloved by
God ; and that in this view he might be rea-
{onably efteemed the Son of God, as all good
Mmen are : He faid, that all the muffulmen
efteemed him one of the greatelt prophets ;
that they acknowledged he had cured many
difeafes, done much good, and even raifed
the dead, whea he was upon earth ; that they
Yanked him the next great prophet to Maho-
Met 5 and, pointing to a white tomb at no
great diftance, faid, that in that fepulchre
lieth interred the remains of a great and
8%d man, who formerly had been emperox
Over all the country, as far as the Black Sea s
| Lz He
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He faid, that when the Mefliah was upon the
earth, at a time pafling that way, being thir-
fty, he drank of a well of pure water near
the root of a fmall tree. After he had quench-
ed his thirft, he {fat down to take a reft, and,
as he knew every thing,commanded the dead
prince to rife, which he inftantly did. After
difcourfing with him fome time, the Mefliah
faid, that he knew he had been a good man,
and therefore would readily grant whatever
he would afk : The prince begged that he
would permit him to die, and bury him in
the {fame grave where he formerly lay. The
Mefliah condefcended to this, and buried him
in the monument we then faw. I faid,
that I was furprized that any tree, of fo
fmall growth, elpecially a thorn, fhould
ftill grow, it being more than feventeen
hundred years fince Chrift was upon the
earth : He anfwered, that it never would die,
becaufe, faid he, it is a witnefs of that great
- miracle which the Mefliah had performed ;
and that it was handed down to them by tra-
dition ever fince it happened. As it was at
no great diftance, we went and drank of this
well. The tree feemed to be antient, and
upon the decay, though none of us gave
great credit to what the Mahometan prieft
had told us.

At Derbent, a few of our gentlemen rode
out to take the air one day. We went up

the hill of Derbent to view the country, and
fee
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fee if there was any poffibility to crofs over
the hill above the city ; but a centinel {pying
us from the walls, called out in their language,
and immediately the walls were lined with
Perfians ; fome of them threw ftones, and
fired off fome pieces, though 1 fuppofe not
with ball, as neither we nor our horfes were
fhot or hurt, nor did we hear a whizzing
noife, very perceiveable if the ball flies near
Where you are.  Of this we made a report to
the ambaffador at our return to the camp.

CHAP XXV.

Of our Fourney to Baku, and of what hap-
pened remarkable on the Road.

AVING got every thing in readinefs, we

fet out on the 29th of January, and
Continued our journcy fouth and by eaft, ha-
Ving the fea on our left, and the mountains
on our right hand, only about {eventecn
Verfts, 'We paffed a few brooks and one
{inall river, and encamped on the fide of a
Wood called Turpocala, having pafled thro®
the ryined walls of fome antient large city,
and three modern pitiful ruined villages
Without inhabitants.  Though the jackal was
troublefome by howling in the night—time,
betWeen Targn and Derbent, yet it was fo
in no comparifon to the noife they made be-
tween
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tween Derbent and Baku. They are lefs
than the wolf, but thicker and fhagged, of a
light brown colour, They are faid to be
purveyors for the lion ; but I {poke with
none who had ever feen or heard of lions be-
ing in this country.

The Perfians delight in tel]mg the moft ro-
mantic and abfurd fables, which can poflibly
be invented ; for inftance, they fay, that this
great city was the principal refidence of fome
great emperors, who ruled over all the hilly
country ; and that Derbent, at the diftance
of feventeen verfts, was only a Kkitchen,
Likeways, the day before we left Derbent.
the governor came to regulate our provifions,
¢y’c. with Mr Cherkafloff, who now went with
us, and Major Berezin. When our gentle-
men were fincerely pitying the diftreffed
condition of Perfia, which, though naturally
one of the richeft countries in the world, at
prefent could not find provifions for our in-
confiderable retinue ; whereas Rulflia, natu-
rally 2 much poorer country, found no diffi-
culty to provide largely for five thoufand
Perfians and horfes, and alfo twenty ele-

phants.  To this the governor anfwered, by
giving us a hiftorical account of ithe nearnefs
of kin the Shachs of Perfia were to the fun,
moon and ftars ; and at laft ended a long
jumble of nonfenfe, by faying, among other
childith vauntings, that Nadir Shach was {0
rich, that he could prefently fill the CaIplfaﬂ
ca
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fea with gold and the moft precious ftones.
To which Mr Cherkafloff made anfwer, that
he could not give credit to that, when expe-
rience made it evident he could not fatisfy
his delicate appetite with a fufficiency of
good provifion,

On the 3oth, we travelled fouth through
a large wood, through which two brooks
fought their paflage eaft to the Cafpian. On
the fouth fide of this wood, we pafled on our
right hand the ruins of a very great village,
and a river running by the fouth fide of it.
At the diftance of nine verfts from our laft
camp, we pafled a ruinous fquare fort with
four baftions, and a very channelly river.
We pafled the famous river Secura, running
caft, a mofl rapid flream. The ford is about
a verft broad, on the north {ide of which
ftands a miferable fquare caftle, which the
prefent Shach built for keeping provifions.
We encamped on the fouth fide of the river,
having travelled twenty verfls.

On the 31ft, we travelled fouth about
twenty two verils, thro’ a pretty open coun-
try, and encamped on the fouth fide of a
fmall rivalet, not far from the ruins of an
old fquare caftle, a ruined village, and gar-
den,

February 1ft, we continued our march
fouthward twenty verfls through a thorny,
woody ground. We pafled eight rivu-
lets, four of which happened to be dry,

and
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and enicamped on the north fide of a fmall
one.. Ihad a view of an exceeding high hill,
called Shach’s Gorry, or the Shach’s hill, be-
caufe it is reckoned one of the higheft by the
fea in Caucafus.

We marched from this place on the 2d,
¢ontinued our route fouth by eaft through a
thorny wood, where I had the misfortune to
have a lappet torn from my coat. We pai-
fed five rivulets, and encamped on the fouth-
weft of Soran, by fome called Sabran, at the
diftance of about two verfts, near which is a
fquare caftle in bad order, where five hun-
dred men form a garrifon : It is ftrengthen-
ed with nineteen baftions, and ftands upon a
plain.

Here, it being ferene frofty weather, we
had a good view of the Shach’s hill, fur-
rounded with a perpendicular rock, as far as
we could difcover, and the Perfians faid that
about one-fourth of it, which we could not
fee, was formed in the fame manner, fo that
no mortal ever was on the top of it, which
is all covered over with fnow, like a bonnet.
The fnow lies firatum fuper ftratum, the low-
ermoft is very brown, no doubt being mixed
with fome fine duft carried up to fuch a
height by violent winds, but the uppermoft
fhow is very white and fparkling, and the
intermediate fnow changes from below up-
wards from brown to a perfect white colour.
Having travelled twenty verfts, our Captain

Bernhour,
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Bernhour, having been appointed general-
quarter-mafter, was in ufe to go forward
with a number of men to mark out the
ground, and fee the tents fet up. This day,
the faucy fardar had the impudence to have
his tent placed in the only dry ground. Bern-
hour ordered the prince’s fleeping tent to be
fet up immediately before his: The fardar
fent out fome of his men to beat off Bern-
hour, and they were preparing with their
clubs to treat the captain very roughly ; up-
on which the captain ordered about twelve
men to level their pieces at them; at the fighe
of which they fled, and the mighty Ami Ru-
flan Khan called ount for fear, pulled down
his tents, and left the ground to Bernhour.
When the prince arrived, a complaint was
fent of the captain’s infolence to his honour.
"The anfwer was, that the officers of the em-
baﬂ‘y were gentlemen, and would be thought
unworthy to ferve the Emprefs, if they would
fuffer themfelves to be infulted ; that Ami
Ruflan Khan may think himfelf very happy
in having efcaped fo eafily ; that it was fur-
Prifing Mr Bernhour had not ordered his
dragoons to fire upon them. He let the far-
dar know, that a proper report of all his ac-
tions would be delivered to the Shach in due
time ; and returned Mr Bernhour thanks for

his gallant behaviour.
We fet out early on the 3d day of Febru-
ary, and, before the rear had begun to
march,
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-march, our men were attacked by the Per-
fians both in front and rear at the {fame time.
They wounded three of our men with their
fabres ; but we got three prifoners, and took
the arms from others, in order to have them
dilcovered. = Now, the fardar was obliged to
‘punifth his men, who, we judged, had been
encouraged to this bafe action by himf{elf.

We travelled eighteen verits only, and en-
camped by the fide of a brook, where were
-the veftiges of fome antient city, which the
Perfians faid had been buile by Alexander
the Great. Here a road ftruck off over the
mountains to the ancient city of Schamachi.
We pafled by and through many deferted
ruined villages, extremely well fituated.

In company of three of our gentlemen,
we fpied a fow and four wild pigs. We
-gave chafe to them, who ran towards a wood,
at about two verfts diftance. We frequently
fired our piftols at them, but without effect.
After the firlt or {econd fire, it was very re-
markable, that the pigs did not keep clofe
together ; and that when we were near, the
fow turned upon us, and chafed us back to
a confiderable diftance: This fhe did thrice,
till fhe had conveyed her young into the
wood. This is fact; and it was beautiful
to fee fuch affection, conduct, and prowels
in fuch a brute.

This day we had a {cuffle with the Per-
fians ; and we were likely to have had one

amongft
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among(t ourfelves ; when I alighted from my
horfe, I found my friend Captain Berhour
in a very crufty humour. I inquired into
the caufe: He faid, that the major had found
fault with his difpofing of our camp, though
quite ignorant of the matter, and had given
him fuch abufive language before fome of
the officers and our men, that it was in-
fufferable, and unbecoming an officer to bear ;
but he did not well know what to do; and
to complain to the prince would not lock
well, and probably would not have the wifh-
ed for effect. 1 anfwered, that it was well
known that he began to ufe me in a way
Whicli his fuperiors never once attempted,
when we were yet in Ruffia ¢ That I thoughe
it was the moft prudent way to endeavour
to put a ftop to his fallies at once. I defired
therefore to {peak with him privately, where
I laid my grievances before him in a clear
and diftiné manner. Upon which we con=
cluded a friendfhip, which never yet was
broken : Nor had I any reafon to believe
that any rupture would happen between us ;
and this was accomplithed without any
hoife; bloodfhed, or danger to me, as no wit-
nefles were prefent.

The caprain underflood my meaning well,
and, towards fun-fet, pretended fome bufi-
nefs with our mighty marfhal. They walked
down the fide of the brook, out of the view
of our camp, and there, without the {malleft

Aaa danger,
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danger, adjufted matters fo well, that the
major returned one of the beft tempered
gentlemen in our fuite, full of complaifance
to captain Bernhour, and exprefled no fmalk
grief for the paffion he had fo improperly
put himfelf into at his dear friend the cap-
tain. And indeed he behaved to him ever
after with fingular deference.

On the 4th we travelled thirty-fix verlts
farther fouth, and encamped fourteen verflts
to the fouth fide of the peak, called Barmach,
- by Olearius called Spits Barmach, Barmach
being a Perfian word, meaning a hand ; be-
caufe the top of this rock, from the fea, re-
fembles a man’s hand, the‘three middle
fingers being clofed, the thumb a little bent,
and the little finger ftanding erect.

I wanted much to fee this wonderful hill,
of which I had heard much, and had lately an
opportunity of reading Olearius’s defeription
of it ; but I durft not afk leave, well know-
ing, that the prince would not permit me.
Determined, however, to fee it, and rifk his
difpleafure, I went forward to Captain Bern-
hour, where I met with our engineer, whom
1 intreated to go alongft with me. His on-
ly objection was, that, as it was faid many
robbers, and fuch like wild people, inhabited
that mountain, and as he had no fire-arms,
he durft not venture. I gave him one of
my piftols; and having about fixteen charges
ready, we agreed, and rode forward tofthe

oot
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foot of the mountain, where we left our
horfes, in the firft caravanfary I faw in Per-
fia, excepting thofe in Derbent, notwith-
ftanding what Mr Hanway afferts. We went
from this up the hill a great way, It was a
Very thick fog, fo that we could fee at no
great diftance ; nor could we find the road
which Olearius defcribes. At laft, howe-
ver, we {aw feveral rocks, but none of them
agreed with Olearius’s account of the peak.
Amongft thefe rocks we faw fome ftraggling
People, who fled from us.  As I was climb-
ing up, very much fatigued, I faid fome-
What, and expefted an anfwer; but not
Mmeeting with one, I looked about, and my
Companion, the engineer, was gone with my
Piltol. This difconcerted me altogether :
However, I would not return back till 1 had
made a ftriter fearch for Olearius’s road,
which proceeded upon the fouth fide ot a
rill of water running down the hill ; 1 there-
fore went acrofs the hill to feek for this road.
Thad not travelled half a mile when 1 heard
People talking rather below me f{arther on.
drew near, and could perceive that they
fpoke the Ruffian language. I went to
them, and had the fortune to find, that it was
our major, two officers, my brother, {ix dra-
goons, and three {ervants, with their horfes,
A the well and tree defcribed by Olearius.
was very tired with my long fatigue ; but
allureg them, that I fhould now find the
road ;
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road ; for that was the well and tree de-
{cribed very exaltly by Olearius. 1 mount-
ed a dragoon horfe, and we rode a long way
up a very high fteep hill an the fouth fide of
the rill. Atlaft, after muchlabour, we gained
the top of one hill, and found there a {pring
of excellent water, near a fmall village, all
in ruins. We were neceflitated to leave our
horfes there, the hill being too fteep, and
clambered up a very fteep green hill a great
way upon our hands and feet. At laft we
reached a plain, and, at a very {iall di-
ftance, difcovered arock, which was the peak.
We now turned north, keeping the peak on
our right hand ; and foon, through the fog,
difcovered a great gate, with a breaft work
of ftone above it, and holes for throwing
down ftones, or any thing elfe, upon any
who might come near it. 'We entered this
gate, and proceeded about forty paces, ha-
ving the peak on our right hand, and a well
on the left.  About the middle of this area,
(the broadeft part of which did not exceed
‘eight paces,) we difcovered a finall entry in-
to a cave in the peak, and an arched cellar,
part of it broken. If we looked up, we
could not perceive the top of the peak ; nei
ther could we difcover the hill below us. I

we looked down, the mift was {o thick, that
we could fee nothing. Near the fide of the
peak was a hole, big enough to let two men

pafs but it was almoft perpendic ular. Hower
VErs
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ver, we {faw fome ftone fteps, which made us
believe that this had been fome fecret paf-
fage from this place. This being all we
could difcover here, we returned by the fame
way we had entered, for there was no other;
and, keeping the peak on our left hand, did
not proceed far till we came to another very
fteep hill, up which we fcrambled on hands
and feet to a great height. At laft we came to
a plain, upan which was fome cow-dung ;
which confirmed us, that there was fome o-
ther way not fo fteep ; for we imagined that
cattle could not keep their feet upon fuch a
{teep hill. The top of this green hill was
near a femicircle on the weft fide of the peak,
(whofe top we could not as yet fee,) as it
were forming the fegment of a circle. = We
fearched, and at laft difcovered above us,
fome hewn fteps of a ftair, defcribed by O~
learius. Lieutenant Ozeroff, my brother,
and I purfued our progrefs upon crevices of
the rock, till we came to the hewn fteps,
which were placed on different parts of the
fteep rock ; but where men could get up
by crannies, there were no fteps. I imagine
there were a hundred bewn fteps, on the top
of which was a fmall fquare, built with brick,
one {ide of which meafured four feet. From
this we pafled through the top of the rock
from the weft to the eaft fide, where there
was another {quare, built round with a ftone
wall upon our right hand,

Here
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Here we liftened, and heard the embafly
pafling by, as it were at a great diftance from
us. There was a paflage leading from where
we were, north about ten paces, having the
vock on the weft: This paflage was not a
foot and an half broad, and we cculd not
fee the bottom below us for the mift; if we
had flipped we muft have fallen, God only
knows how deep; however, we turned our
face to the rock, and with all our care pro-
ceeded in this narrow way to the north, where
an opening through the rock led us into a
fquare chamber on the weft {ide, built round
with ftone. We faw a book in a hole of the
wall; we fuppofed the writing was Arabick ;
but the coarfe paper was fo ancient, that
when we endeavoured to bend it, it broke
like a piece of ftone: We confulted whether
we fhould carry this with us; but concluded,
that, as this place was efteemed facred by the
inhabitants, it would be a crime not far fhort
of facrilege, and therefore let it remain. Up-
on the fouth fide of this fquare,layon a place
covered with ftones, many deers horns, to
the branches of which were tied pieces of filk
of various colours: It was {aid, one of the
Mahometan prophets was buried here. We
fired twice out of a piftol from this place ; at
our return we wondered that the major and
his company did not hear the report.  From
this place we faw the teps of many high
mountains, rearing their lofty heads far a-

bove
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bove the clouds ; but the mift at this time
was far beneath us.  The inhabitants affirm#
ed that Araratwas to be feen from this place;
but, as we had none of them with us, we
could not tell whether we {faw it or not. By
the protection of God we returned to our
companions in all fafety, after having obfer-
ved a very great matural curiofity, which was
a cylinder of ftone which ftood on, and was
Part of the fouth fide or end of the peak: We
Computed it to be about three or fourfathoms
In circumference, and about fixty feet higher
than any part of the peak; about one fourth
of its height from the top was a hole of a
thomboidal figure, from whence Olearius
fays, water iffued; but though the rock be-
low this hole was much blacker than the reft
of the ftone, we faw no water running, nor
dropping from it.  The inhabitants fay, that
When the prophet Elias fled from King Ahab,
he lodged on the top of this rock, and that
he finote the ftone pillar with his fpear, in
that place, that he might get water, without
being neceffitated to go down to the village I
formerly defcribed ; and that when he finote
the flone he ftood upon the {quare built up-
on the top of the ftone fteps. To this ridi-
Culous ftory I made fome objections, fuch as
the height being forty feet perpendicular be-
tween the bafe of the pillar and the hole ; the
diftance between the bafe of the pillar and
the fquare, being near upon a level, was a-

bout
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bout forty feet; thefe confidered would makeé
the prophet’s fpear to be more than fixty feet
long: Add to this, that the diftance between
the two acuteft angles of the hole being more
than one foot and an half, would make the
{pear fo weighty that it would require the
ftrength of one hundred men to raife it up,
and far more make a ftroke: But fuppofing
all this true, the prophet would have been
‘put to great trouble, and very much danger,
to get to the root of this cylinder, upon the
top of fuch fteep ragged rocks, &¢. To all
which their anfwers were extremely eafy, like
many of our neighbours. Wonderful! un-
neceffary miracles, ufeful only to amufe and
captivate the airy phancies of the moft unrea-
fonable of mankind; wherefore I leave them
to their unconquerable ignorance,

After we had defcended this wonderful
hill, we mounted at the caravanfary, and
‘rode to our camp as faft as the hungry hor-
fes were able, where at eight o’clock at night
we met with a very cold reception from the
prince; but as the major was, by his office,
regulator of the embafly, he was obliged to
ftand a butt for us all; however, he foon fled
the field, and went to bed fupperle(s, where |
do not think he was much opprefled witlt
fleep. My appetite, by long fafting, ridings
and other fatigue, was keen fet; and T was
determined even to take the bit, and lend 2
deaf ear to all the prince’s anger, which, I

knew
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knew well, proceeded purely from his father
ly care of fuch unthinking youths aswe were.
In giving fome account of our expedition, I
was not long in raifing a general laugh a-
gainft the engineer, Mr Shmariggin, who ran
off with my piftol for fear, as I faid, of
ftones; for we had feen but two or three
wild people. Dr Lerch gave a blundering
account of his having entered a cave fome
Where about the bafe of the peak, where he
faw many natives, men, women, and chil-
dren, with their cows, and fome hens; but,
being quite fatigued, was obliged to return
without accomplifhing his defires. This ac-
count of the do¢tor’s had almoft kindled the
Prince’s anger the fecond time ; however, it
Wag diverted by other difcourfe.

On the 5th, we travelled {fouth thro’ a hilly
ground, over ridges of rock, of a dark co-
loured, foft grained ftone,lying eaft and weft
in many places about fbrty verits, Fhe .rock
edging upwards. We pafled by a‘hlll like a
Cone on our right, in form of a fugar-loaf;
Many {mall hills of a red colour; and many
black thick naphtha {prings: We pafled a
Caravanfary on our left, and encamped on
the fide of a rivulet of very muddy water,
Where was another very good caravanfary ;
on the north fide of this rivulet were feveral
Naphtha {prings; and to the eaft a hill of dif-
terent colours.

Bbb On
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On the 6th, we proceeded eaft and by
fouth, about thirty verfts farther, pafled two
caravaniaries; and about feven verfls diftant
from Baku, I vifited fundry pure clear naph-
tha wells, near a ruined village and caravan-
fary: The naphtha was very clear and pure,
floating on the furface of the pureft water,
from which the natives fkimmed it off, and
bottled it up, well corked, for ufe ; it is very
little different in colour from the water, and
I believe nothing is more volatile. Thefe wells
fmell ftrongly of the naphtha at a confidera-
ble diftance; and the profits arifing to the in-
habitants, who collected it in former times,

has been fo great, as to encourage them to
furround thefe {ix wells with ftones well po-

lithed, to contain the water in little bounds ;
but at prefent the few inhabitants living here
are {o poor, that I queftion if they all toge-
ther can produce the value of one crown
picce. They appear to be only living fkele-
tons covered with fkin. The naphtha is ac-
countedamong the natives inferior not to any
thing known, ufed as embrocations, for re-
moving pains: The Perfians imagine, that
taken inwardly it is poifonous; but I knew
an Armenian, a {trong man indeed, who
drank off a large quantity, taking it for fpi-
rits; it made him feverifh for a fhort time,
but did no other harm. At a little diftance
caft from thefe wells is a {fmall pool, upon
which thick black naphtha floats, from three

to
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to five inchesdeep above the water ; the black
naphtha finells like the white. In the even-
Ing we arrived fafe, and encamped upon the
north fide of Baku, where we ftaid till the
I2th day of February.

Baku is fituated in forty degrees, eighty
minutes north latitude, and fifty degrees eaft
longitude; is a very fimall city, built upon
the fide of the Cafpian, of the figure of a fe-
micircle, inclofed by a high ftrong wall, for-
tified with baftions, but altogether irregular;
Wherefore the Ruflians, when it was in their
pofleflion, made an out-wall very regular,
well firengthened with good baftions, all of
ftone work; without which they formed a
broad deep dry ditch; but the Perfians not
knowing the ufefulnefs of thefe works, have
abandoned them, tho’ in good repair, and
remain within their old ufelels wall. In this
city was a palace, a noble pile of building,all
of ftone work, partof it yet {tanding ; the
reft was deftroyed by the Ruflian bombs,
\'Vhen they beﬁcged it from the {ea. It is
{aid, that none of the Perfians had ever feen
a bomb before this fiege: That in the evening
when the bomb-catch was warped into their
harbour, and properly ftationed, they began
to throw bombs into the city; fome of them
fell in the market-place, about which many
of the inhabitants gathered, wondering what
it could mean, which the buriling of them

foon
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foon difcovered, with the burning and de-
ftruction of their houfes.

The governor of the city, who was admi-
ral, fent to the prince to defire, that our men
and officers might be reftrained from going
into the city at any time in great numbers.
"This was agreed to: They were probably a-
fraid that we had fome defign to feize it,
which, if we had, would not have proved
difficult, confidering that a great number of
our men, and all the Talkoners, attending
the horfes and prefents, were in the city.
Great fields of faffron were planted here;
but we had no fewel whatfoever,and the wea-
ther proved extremely cold from a fharp
north wind. The inhabitants make ufe of
no other fewel than black naphtha, baked up
with a little dry earth and fand, which, thus
mixed, they form into balls about the bignefs
of hand granadoes, three of which, they af-
firm, are f{ufficient to heat an oven for
baking their bread, which finells very difa-
greeably; but we were obliged to eat of it
daily. Naphtha and faffron compofe the
ftaple trade from this port. Many provinces
on the Cafpian fea ule no other fewel than
black naphtha; they burn it alfo in their
Iamps.

Some confufion happened to break out a-
mong the mountaineers called Lelgees; this
was the caufe, that Ami Ruflan Khan was
obliged to leave us with the greateft part of

‘ his
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his forces, whom we never faw after this.
Upon the heights, at fome diftance from Ba-
ku, are fome watch-towers, fuch as thofe
near Derbent. I went one day to hunt with
fome of our gentlemen on the hills of Apfhe-
ron, fituated about four verfts north from
Baku, where we killed fome antelopes, and a
hare: The north fide of thefe hills, near the
fea, is very fteep,extremely high, and fright-
fome to look down upon the plains below :
From this we had an imperfect diftant view
of the fquare where the everlafting fire was
kept.

I (hall not take up the reader’s time to give
an account of Zoroafter, nor his {ucceflors,
Who were the firft worfhippers of fire, as Mr
_Hanway has done, nor follow his example,
In defcribing feveral arched temples of ten or
fifteen feet high, which at prefent have no
Xiltence, and probably never had, nor will
I take upon me to defcribe a horizontal gap
in the cleft of a rock, two feet deep from the
ground, near fix long, and about three feet
broad, out of which, he fays, iffues a con-
ftant flame, which rifeth, when the wind
E)lows. cight feet high, but burns lower when
- Itis calm weather, and how the inhabitants
burn lime with this ‘wonderful holy fire; be-
Caufe all thefe prodigies were invifible to e-
very one of our gentlemen; nor did the
Priefts, who were very ready to fhow our
People every curiofity, fay any thing about

them,
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them, neither were {uch wonders known to
the inhabitants of Baku, nor to the chiefs.of
the Perfian army, with whom we converfed
daily, and made all poflible enquiry about
their wonders and curiofities.  But here
follows a very true account of what is to be

found worth notice there.
On the 11th, our ambaffador with many
of his gentlemen went to fce this famous
fire. After they had paffed over the hills in-
to the plain on the north fide of them, di-
ftant from Baku about five, or at moft fix
verfls, they entered into a {fmall {quare dike,
built with ftone, the area of which would
fcarcely be half an acre of ground, Scots
-meafure. The foil was a pure fluxible {and.
Within this area, was a well of (pring water,
the {urface of which was covered over with
pure white naphtha : but a few inches lower
than the general furface of the fandy area.
Qur company only {aw one poor room, where
thefe wonderful works are faid to be feen,
and another mean apartment where the vota-
ries lived, the number of whom at that time
did not excced forty. They gladly intro-
duced our gentlemen into the room I {poke
rof above, where was a place apart, like our
hearths, which you may, with Hanway, call
their altar : In this, being pure f{and, were
placed a few hollow reeds: One, by way of
pre-eminence, was in the middle, and larger
than
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than the reft, to which other reeds were
clofely joined, fo as to form three openings
at the top, out of which iflued three pale
blue flames. At this time, fome of thefe
reeds were extinguifhed : But, that the am-
baffador and his company might fee them
all at work, they brought a veflel with pure .
naphtha, and poured fome of it on the
fand about the reed, and with a bit of burn-
ing paper fet the naphtha exhaling through
the reedon fire. This is a true account of the
everlafting fire at Apfheron ; all other ftories
wrote about it, by which they have impofed
upon the world, never before detected, as
far as I know, are groundlefs : And indeed,
it is to be lamented that bodies of credulous,
otherways learned men, fhould fubmit to be
fo grofsly impofed upon, by falfe and fabu-
lous accounts of things.

There are a few iflands eaft from Apfhe-
ron yielding plenty of the different naph-
thas called in the Ruffian language Svetoi
Oftrophi, or Holy iflands: I know of no-
thing more remarkable about Baku, except
that ics port for fimall veflels is jullly efteem-
ed the beft on the Cafpian, being defended
from the fury of the fea by fome iflands

on the eaft, which break the force of the
Waves,

CHAP.
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C HAP. XXV

A Continuation of the AmbafJador’s Fourney té

Shamachee.

AVING taken our horfes and the reft

of the prefents for the Shach, out of
this city, and put on board one of the go-
vernment’s {hips to be fent for Aftrachan all
the baggage we could fpare, with our fleep-
ing waggons, we marched from this poor
city, with our half ftarved horfes on the 12th,
and encamped near the caravanfary which
we pafled by on the 6th. This day, at
this place, we fpent in fitting every thing
for carriage.

On the 13th, in the morning, being very
tempeftuous weather, we marched fouth
and by eaft, through the valleys amongft
high hills, whole fummits were black with
naphtha, till we came to the fea-fhore, or
rather a lake bordering upon it, having a
pyramidical rock in the middle of it: We
travelled over f{ea-glafs in many places, and
pafled by two caravanfarys, and turning
fomewhat more wefterly, encamped near 2
very grand caravanfary at the {ide of the
fea, where are two wells clofe together, co-
vered with ftone; the one contains very

frefh water, the other faltifh: Here we re-
mained
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mained all night, having travelled no fewer
than thirty verfts, with our fatigued hungry
horfes.

On the 14th; we matched thirty verfts
this day, directing our courfe two miles
wefterly, by the fide of a very barren hill.

e paffed through a river, over which was
built a tately bridge of hewn ftone, confifts
ing only of one large arch ; pafled by, and
over, feveral ftony hills; and great plenty of
Pure fea-glafs, the moft excellent L ever law,
fuch as lanthorns are frequently made of.
We, having pafled many mountains, conti-
hued our march next over fome arable lands.
We paffed by a very high hill, at no great
diftance, to the fouth and a fmall caravan-
{ary on the north. 'This hill was round near
the top, but the very fummit looked as if it
had been cut through from fouth to north
by a deep fofla. We were told that in  the
Year 1728, it vomited fire, and that it con-
tinued to {moke for a long time after that.
I'would gladly have vifited it, but was pre-
Vented by a broad long lake between it and
our road. Near the end of this day’s jour=
ey we paffed another mountain at no great
Ciftance on the north, which, the fun fhin-
Ing bright, fparkled like diamonds. Dr
Lerch, Mr Rafe, and I rode towards ity
Where we found fome fea-glafs and many
large pieces of natural cryftal. I colleéted
Many, but they were ftolen from me afters
: Ccc = wards,
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wards. ‘We paffed a narrow deep ‘river o~
ver a {inall ftone bridge, and encamped on
the north weft fide of it ; where the ground
was all burrowed with f{hakes ; for which
reafon I paflfed the night without much
fleep.

On the 15th, we fet out at eight o’clock
A. M. and marched down by the fide of
this. {fmall rivulet, having rifing ground on
our left.  We now direfted our courfe W.
N. W. or thereabout, occafioned by the
mountains, till we came to a meanly forti-
fied city, called Navagic, paffing by the in-
habitants, who were encamped about a mile
on the fouth fide of it; they were very poor.
But perceiving, ata corner of their camp,
fomething like a fold, Mr Cherkeffoff and I
rode up to the entry which was clofed; there
we {aw three very beautiful women feparat-
ing the reeds with their hands, of which
this fold was made, to get a view of our
men as they paffed by. One of them not
perceiving us, went into a fimall hut, the
door of which was open to us. She fell down
on her knees with her face to us, and finoté
her breaft twice with violence, but at laft
perceiving us gazing at her, gave a fhriek,
upon which the other two threw their vails
over their faces, and fled into the fartheft
pact of the hut. The'woman who fmote
her breaft was a very great beauty. She

however had no fooner given the alarm than
, a Per-

¢
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a Perfian came briskly towards the gate, in
a threatening manner. Then Mr Cherkefloff,
who underftood their language well, defired
me to get ready a piftol : I did fo, as did
he, and this put a ftop to his fury ; he then
ftood and defired us to be gone, telling us
fhal: in Perfia, it was looked upon in a very
Ul Tight to be gazing upon other men’s
Wives, Mr Cherkefloff and he argued the
Matter, and I believe we parted good friends.
Mr Cherkefloff faid, that he believed that the
Woman who fmote her breaft was a Chriftian,
and probably bewailed her condition : If
fhe was, fhe was much to be pitied, and if
the had made her retreat to our camp, Iam
Perfuaded {he would have been protected.
hen we had pafled the city, we rode
Over a very high mountain, and with
fome difficulty led our horfes down the
fouth fide, where it was very fteep, and
¢ncamped upon the fide of a freth water
lake. The Prince and clragoons were obs
iged to goa confiderable way about, by the
North end of this hill ; becaufe it was impof-
fible for his coach to drive over it. As we
Were coming down the hills, we {aw about
our hundred women, riding from a city
Called Salian to the Perfians who efcorted us.
t was faid that they were foldiers wives ;
Ut I rather believe they were lewd women,
Who, for a finall tax, are permitted to be any
Man’s bed-fellow, and protected by the go-
vernment
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vernment in Perfia ; but we were told, that
they were obliged to offer their fervices to
Shach’s army when it happened to pafs any
city where they lived. We acquainted the
prince, that we had feen a great number of
fuch ladies ; upon which he gave orders that
the centinels {hould permit none of them to
come into our camp in the night-time ; but,
a few days had not pafled, when we were
well affured that fome of our young men
had been familiarly acquainted with fome of
them that night ; and the greateft part of
them returned to Salian early next morning.
We travelled from this on the 16th, thro’
a very low fandy foil, nearly north north-
weft, having paffed through all the moun-
tains of Caucafus. We ftill kept the other
fide of the fame mountains on our right hand,
and morafles and lakes on our left; here
was great variety of game. We encamped,
having travelled mare than twenty verfts, on
the fide of a lake, ' where were very many
antelopes and wild {wine. '
On the 17th, we proceeded from this as
bout eight oclock A. M. twenty-four verfts
only through a dirty deep clay grounds
which fatigued our camels and horfes €%
ceedingly, and encamped on the eaft fide
of the fame marth 1 fpoke of yefterdays
which now put on the appearance of #
great river. We fet up our tents upo?
a rifing ground, from whence, the atmo’
{phere being very {erene, we got a view 106
th
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the frozen hoary tops of fome of the higheft
hills in Caucafus, of which a prince, named
Shymei is Lord, and reigns independent of
any other, and has hitherto been unconquer-
able.

Nadir Shach difdained the advice given
him by his experienced generals, and the
wileft of his counfel, who endeavoured to
diffluade him from profecuting a project he
had formed to reduce this chieftain, who, at
no time, is able to take the field with an ai-
my exceeding five thoufand men. In vain
did they reprefent the ftupenduous height and
dangerous fteepnefs of thefe frozen headed
hills, the impoflibility of procuring provifions
for men, and of taking the {malleft artillery
with them ; the unfurmountable difficulties
in pafling fuch precipices of froft, well de-
fended againft all oppofition by many im-
pregnable forts, and the hardieft people in
the world, inured from their infancy to all
‘hardfhips, accounting difficulties and dan-
gers delightful, who not only with eafe bafled
all attempts formed againft them by his great
predeceflor, Abbas the Great, but had the re-
folution to gaul his own armies whenever
they paffed this way.

Their arguments availed nothing; he had
humbled the Turks, conquered India, Bucha-
ria, and Chiva, and was determined to hum-
ble, or annihilate the race of Shymei: That
he might be an eye-witnefs of the bravery of
his troops, and have the direction of every

thing
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thing needful, he put himfelf at the head of
twenty thoufand of his beft men, and mount-
ed the hills; but returned in about four or five
days thereafter, with fcarcely four thoufand
men, in great mifery, being wounded, be-
numbed, quite fatigued, and ftarved with
hunger. ,

On the 18th, we profecuted our journey
through deep clay ground, and after we had
pafled by three villages in ruins, and a few
inconfiderable brooks, we encamped upon
the fouth-ecaft fide of the new Shamachee.
Nadir Shach had deftroyed old Shamachee,
fituated fifteen verfts amongft the hills to the
north-eaft, and built this new town. We tra-
velled north-weft by north twenty verits this
day in a continued rain,

We remained in this camp till the 28th..
The remaining part of this day was taken up
in {ecuring our tents with ropes, and making
fmall trenches about every one of them, to
protect us from the violence of wind and rain,
to which we very foon experienced this place
very fubje&. Thofe who did not follow the
advice given, had their tents thrown down,
and thofe who did not form a {mall trench
about their tents, in a {hort time, were obliged
to fit or ly upon the wet floor, and fome-
times the water ran down the declining green
plain in fuch a quantity, that it would have
reached ubove one’s ancles. Such heavy

fudden -
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fudden rains are only to be feen here and in
Giland,

CHAP. XXVIH.

A Defcription of Shamachee, and aw Account
of what happened till we paffed the Cura.

T}IIS Shamachee is a very new city, one
of Nadir Shach’s building, diftant, as we
were told, fifteen verfts only from old Sha-
‘Mmachee. It is fituated on the fouth fide of
Caucafus, immediately under the hill, on a
plain ground, in form of a parallelogram.
The fouth and nerth fides of the high brick
walls are flrengthened by ten baftions each,
diftant the one from the other forty paces.
Without the brick wall was a high rampart of
earth, and a broad ditch almoft filled up with
naftinefs. The ealt and weft fides are
ftrengthened by nine baftions each. No can-
non are mounted on the walls.  Three prin-
Cipal ftrects run from fouth to north in
ftraight lines : They are but narrow, all pa-
ved, and interfeéted by a number of fmall
lanes, at right angles, from caft to weft.
A large {quare is formed in the middle of the
City for their market-place, in which we faw
2 very few {mall iron cannons. This city
Was more populous than both Derbent and
aku put together, and yet I imagine there
are
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are few villages in Scotland, confifting of orie
hundred houfes, which are not more popu-
lous than it was, and this was but of fhort
duration. We faw not a good houfe in the
whole city, and but a.few miferable caravan-
farays. The city is inhabited by a very few
Perfians, . Armenians, Georgians, Indians,
and Tartars. The day before we left this
place, in company with Mr Bernhour, Or
Lerch, Mr Raafe, an interpreter, and a few
of our dragoons, having obtained leave of
the prince, I vifited this city, and found it to
anfwer the above defeription.

As we paffed through the ftreets, we faw
the diftrefled inhabitants, amongft whom
were the principal merchants, marked with
various appearances of mifery. Some were
feverely baftinadoed on the foles of the
feet ; others were fitting on the fides of the
ftreets, with their necks inclofed in triangles
of weod, and their right hands fecured in a
hole made at one of the angles, referved
for the like torture. Every one of them
complained of want and hunger; and all
this cruelty, horrid to human nature, was
inflicted to extort from them more money
than they could poflibly raife.

We, bemg very much fatigued with walke
ing, ‘went into a caravanfara, and entered 3
filver-fmith’s fhop. The poor people, Arments
ans, offered us each a drink of excellent wa*

fel'y
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ter, which was moft agreeable to us. As we
could not {peak but by an interpreter, the
People were fhy to give an account of the
caufe of all this cruelty, but told us that ma-
ny of the inhabitants had fealed up their
fhops and fled, as they thought to the moun-
tains : They faid, that the Perfians feldom
deltroyed feals, though they made no hefita-
tion to break open locks. When we were
fitting there, a very reverend like old Arme-
Nian merchant, with a gray beard, came to
us, and, in good Ruflian language, entreat-
ed us to go into his fhop, where it was more
Convenient to eale our wearied limbs. We
followed him, at which he exprefled great fa-
tisfaction. :

We were no fooner feated, than he order-
¢d a young man to dig the ground in the
middle of the fhop. About a foot deep, he
difcoyered the cover of a large earthen jar 3
he carefully took the earth away, and a
Cement which joined it to the body ; thefe
ill‘lpedhnents being removed, in a large ﬂag-
gon, he prefented us with the moft agreeable
red wine I ever tafted, and, in my opinion,
No Burgundy was comparable to it, far ex-
Ceeding any wine I had ever tafted ; even, in
our opinion, fhirafs, the moft famed wine
1 Perfia, was nothing in comparifon to it.
A very {mall quantity of this, being 2 rich
Cordial, not only made us foon forget our
fatigue, but infpired us with brifknefs and

Ddd courage
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courage enough to apprehend no danger and
rifk any thing. The old Armenian alfo re-
galed our dragoons plentifully, but he drank
very little : He faid, that he had made this
wine from dried grapes about four years be-
fore we came there, and was very well plea-
{ed that it was fo good, faying, that he never
had opened the head of the jar fince it was
firft cemented. When our landlord obferved
that the wine had warmed ouvr {enfes, he told
us that he properly was a Ruffian fubject, ha-
ving been born in Aftrachan, but that he had
been long in Perfia ; that he was in great
danger of being feized and tortured by the
Perfians ; that hitherto he had efcaped their
tyranny, by declaring that he was ‘a Ruffian
{ubject, and would claim the proteétion of
the Ruflian ambaflador ; but, he faid, that
after the ambaflador was gone, they would
put their threats in execution, and he could
by no means get out of the city, the two
gates of which, one was on the fouth and
the other on the north, were kept firictly
watched day and night, to prevent any o
the inhabitants from making their efcape.

We having heard what he had to fay, pro
mifed to take him to our camp. This being
what he much defired, he put up fome va-
luable things, locked and fealed his door
and having given fome directions to his fer”
vant, went with us.

At
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At the gate the Perfians attempted to lay.
hold of him. Our dragoons, by the cap-
tan’s order, drew their broad fwords, and
ftood on their defence. At firlt they knock-
ed down a few of them with their fiords,
and the reft let us pafs, The interpreter
told them, that he was a Ruffian fubject, go-
ing to pay his refpects to the ambaflador.

ext morning a complaint was made
of our behaviour. The ambaflador . pro-
tected the man,  but privately reproved
Us, and difcharged us from intermeddling in
the peoples affairs for the future, though he
Was not ill pleafed, after we had informed

im of every thing which we obferved.

Loud complaints having been made by
the ambafiador againft Ami Rufslan  Khan,
and the governor of Derbent to NadirShach,
Who was now quelling a formidable rebellion
Which had broke out in Kirmania, on the
{fouth of Perfia; thefe complaints were f{ent
0 him by our Captain Poflet, who returned

ere in company with Kulipha chief prieft of
erfia, and one of the Shach’s principal
Counfellors, who had formerly refided many
Years ambaflador from Perfia at the court of
St Peterfburgh, and fpoke the Ruffian lan-
ghage tolerably. This Kulipha condemned
the fardar and governor’s conduct, difap-
Proving of every thing they had done ; tell-
Ing the prince, that no better could have been
' expected
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expeted from them, feeing they were no
better than Ifthecks, which is the molt dif=
refpectful word in Perfia; and the per-
fon who ufes the expreflion is underftood
to hold them, of whom he fpeaks, in the ut-
moft contempt ; it fignifying afles. Kuli-
pha faid, that they were intrepid, refolute
foldiers, which was the reafon that the Shach
had raifed them to fuch high ftations ; but
that an order was making out to put the go-
vernor to death, for having caufed murder
the Ruflian Circaffian, formerly taken notice
of. He promifed, on his part, to find the
prince and his retinue in every thing, as far
as was in his power ; but with a downcalt
countenance faid, that Perfia was in mourn-
ing; and acknowledged the impoffibility of
providing for fuch abrilliant embafly, from fo
glorious a monarch as the Emprefs of Ruflia
in the manner he could have withed: And
concluded by faying, that the Shach would
not fail to manifeft his goodnefs, by the
great prefents which he was defigned to make
to the prince, and alfo to his followers. He
then produced, as he faid, a letter from the
Shach to the ambaflador, inclofed in a green
filk purfe, wrought with gold ; placed it o?
his forehead, as a mark of the greateft ¢
fpect, and offered it to the prince, who
would not touch it, but defired Kulipha t©
iy it on the table, faying that he had bee?
informe
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informed that the Sophies of Perfia ufed to
fend orders and different kinds of mandates
to foreign ambafladors ; but that he was a
pPlenipotentiary, and reprefented the per-
fon of the Emprefs, and was determined
never to receive any orders, unlefs he
was fo commanded by his own Emprefs;
and ended his difcourfe by faying, that he
would fooner lofe all above his fhoulders than
fubmit to fuch indignity : And thus they
Pparted.

Next morning, before we proceeded on
our journey, the prince fent for Kulipha,
and warmly reproached him, for endeavour-
ing to deceive him at the very firft inter-
view ; telling him, that it was no letter, but
a mandate ; and ordered him to take it up,
and make what ufe of it he pleafed ; aflur-
ing him, that none had touched it, except
his {ecretary ; and in a ferious manner, for-
bade him to behave fo for the future.

This weighty affair being ended, we fet out
from Shamachee on the 28th of February, and
travelled only fifteen verfts fouth, through a
marfhy plain, and encamped on the banks
of a dirty brook.

March 1{t, we fet out at eight o’clock A.
M. and travelled only fifteen verfts farther,
over a fandy foil, not being able to pro-
ceed through a morafs till the roads were
repaired, and encamped on the banks of the

: fore-
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fore-mentioned brook, and fide of the mo-
rafs. Here we found great varicty of game.

This day we were informed, that, in the
night-time, after we left Shamachee, the Lef=
gees entered that city without refiftance, and
carried off all the milerable inhabitants, and
their effects, to their country, leaving only
the governor, and about (fifty foldiers,
frightened, in a ftrong place of the city :
That the inhabitants had privately follicited
their affiftance, and had readily opened the
north gate to them. At night our Armeni-
an having bought a horfe, departed from
us to the hills, to look after his affairs.

On the 2d we could only with difficuley
pafs over this morals, the roads were {o very:
bad, and {pent the reft of this day in hunt-
ing, and killing pheafants,

I mult here remark, that the Perfians en-
tertained a high opinion: of our dexterity in
{hooting. They have no notion . of [mall
fhot, and imagined that we killed fowls fly-
ing with a fingle ball ; and I doubt not but
the fear of our fire-arms kept them in order.
We took care never to let them fee how we
loaded our pieces.

If the prince bad not put on great refolu-
tion, and ordered his own officers to {uper-
intend the work of making a bridge through
the deep morafs, we might have been ftar-
ved ; for provifions were very fcarce.. Some
of the Perfian chiefs had put on ordinary
cloaths, to prevent being known, in order

to
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to direct the workmen. Of this the prince
no f{ooner got mnotice, than he placed a
ftrong guard of dragoons on both fides of the
morals, with orders to let none off the work
till all was finithed. He declared at the {ame
time, that if' any injury happened to our hea-
vy carriages, by the infufficiency of the
roads, he would caule the overfeers to be
thrown into the lake. By this menace we
had a very good road completed in one day,
pafled through it in the evening, and
IOdged on the other fide.
~ On the 3d we proceeded on our journey
only fifteen verfls farther, and encamped on
the northern banks of the famous river Cura,
Where was a dangerous floating bridge of
timber fixed by an iron chain, made faft on
both fides of the river. Upon the north
fide of this river the Shach had built a fquare
caftle of brick, only fun-dried, as all his
caftles which I have feen were.  The defign
of this was, to curb the Lefgee Tartars, and
asa granary to keep provifions in for the
ufe of his army. It was a place of no
ftrength, and every way infuflicient. We
travelled through an even low marfhy
ground, upwards of thirty verfts through
fome woods and great fields of reeds. Some
kali, abfynthium, and Artemifia, were the only
herbs ‘we faw here ; but we difcovered a
thorny fhrub, with withered apples upon it,
Containing three or four feeds in each. - I
preferved
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preferved fome of thefe feeds. We were
told that the Perfians dye their {ilk of a fine
red colour with a decoction of the root of
this fhrub.  We now had grafs in abundance
for our horfes. In many places this road
through reeds was fo deep, that we rode in
mud and water above the horfes belly.

On the 4th we crofled this miferable float-
ing bridge, and pafled by a few houfes, and
a caltle on the other fide: Ata {mall di-
ftance from them, Nadir Shach caufed build
a pyramid about five fathoms high ;  on the
out-fide of which were placed in fo many
notches, at equal diftances, exactly two
hundred and eighty-two mens heads, with
their faces bending forwards, not much de-
cayed, but their beards were fomewhat wi-
thered : They were the heads of the chiefs
who had rebelled againft the Shach, in the
following manner : A young fellow, who -
keptan ordinary at Ardevil, having been
guilty of fome petty crime, for which the
Shach ordered his ears to be cut off, defert-
ed that country. This fellow went to OIld
Shamachee, and gave himfelf out for the fon
of the late Shach Tahmafp, to whom the in-
habitants of Shamachee, and the neighbour-
hood, reforted. He having got an army of
fome thoufands, made head againft the
Shach, who then lay encamped near the
place where the monument ftood. The
Shach fent an army, who foon cut them to

piecesy
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picces, feized the pretended earlefs prinee,
and two hundred and eighty-two of his fol-
lowers, the principal inhabitants of Shama-
chee, whofe heads he caufed cut off, and
place in this pyramid. Their princ, hov
ever, he caufed baftinadoe, and let him go,
to make more work for him ; but this rebel-
lion was the caufe of the ruin of Old Sha-
machee. Itis faid that this very fellow heads
the prefent rebellion in Georgia, againft which
Ami Ruflan Khan is fent.

After we pafled thebridge, we marched a-
bout three verdts farther up the fouth fide of
the river, and encamped on the banks of the
Arras. The Arras and Cura join their
ftreams, about half a mile above the bridge.
Here we lay encamped eleven days, where
we had nothing to do but take our diver-
fion in hunting and fowling daily. At Ba-
ku we loft one of our writers, who died very
fuddenly of an iliac paffion. ~ We loft on the
road berween Baku and Shamachee one of
our principal carpenters, who at Baku was
taken ill of the fame difeafe, and in two
days thereafter ended in a mortal bloody
flux, which deprived him of life on the
Yoad,

On the 6ch our principal cook was feized
With the {ame difeale, but recovered, by in-
Jeting firongly the fumes of tobacco, after
all other attempts bad failed,

Lee On
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On the 10oth I was feized with the fame dif=
eafe, which kept me in the greateft torment,
frequently fainting for forty-cight hours,
which was fucceeded by a bloody flux, from
which I recovered with difficulty.

At the point of land where the Arras and
Cura join their ftreams, were two miferable
little villages, the only two which I faw in-
habited fince we left Baku. We no fooner
arrived than the Perfian foldiers tortared the
inhabitants {o cruelly, that they deferted their
villages, wives, and children at once. It
was thought that they fled to the rebels.

The Cura, called Cur, or Cyrus, rifeth in
Georgia, and different countries in the Cau-
cafus, and running fouth and fouth-eaft,
joins its ftreams with the Arras, by others
called Araxes, at the place already deferibed,
and run together eaft into the Cafpian Sea.
Arras {prings from fome hills in Turcomania,
or Armenia Major, and gliding by Erzerum,
continues to fend its ftream, plentifully fto-
red with various fifh, eaft, where it joins
with the Cura. The plains of Mogan are
faid to be about a hundred verfts broad, from
fouth to north, reaching from the foot of
Taurus to the fouth fide of Caucafus, and
more than a hundred verlts from the hills on
the wefl, till bounds are fixed to it on the
eaft by the Cafpian Sea, the middle and beft
country of ancient Media. We were told
, that



that the Kings of Perfia bred their beft horfes
here ; and that thefe plains were formerly
inhabited by roving people living in tents, as
the Kalmucks do in Aftrachan ; and that up-
wards of a hundred thoufand tents were in
thele happy plains when Kouli Khan mount-
ed the throne of Perfia. Indeed we paffed
by, in our way to Gilan, two or three of the
laft going to fettle, by order of the tyrant, in
the province of Choraffan.

The day after we encamped upon the Ar-
ras, two couriers arrived from Kizlaar to the
prince : They reported, that the revolt at
Shamachee was certain : That they came o-
ver the hills by Old Shamachee, and were
intercepted by a party of the rebels, who
took their horfes and arms from them, but
did them no other injury. They convoyed
them f{afely to within ten verfts of the place
where we were encamped, and faid, that
they intended no harm to the ambaflador,
nor any of his retinue; and that if they
were fuccefsful, they would liberally pay for
the horfes and arms, which neceffity alone
forced them to take from them. They ne-
ver afked for money, nor any other thing.

CHAP,
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CHAP XXVIIL

Treats of our Journey from Cura to Refhd,

&ec.

. N the 14th, in the evening, the good
e prince came late into my tent, to afk
after my health. He fat down on my bed,
and having difiniffed every one, told me,
that he had received advice from Kulipha,
that the Shach’s army was much diftrefled by
the rebels; had loft a battle, was not
far from where we were ; and was retreating
before them : That Kulipha was of opinion,
it would pafs the Cura in a day or two,
where they would endeavour to make a
ftand ; and that therefore Kulipha prefled
him by all means to march next morning.
He afked me, What I thought I could do?
I anfwered, that though I was recovered of
the iliac paflion, my bowels were in fuch
pain, that I did not think I could bear the
motion of a wheel machine; and my ftrength
was {0 much diminifhed, that I could not
ride: That therefore 1 was of opinion the
prince fhould leave me to the care of the
poor people in the two wretched deferted
villages, formerly mentioned, between the
Arras and Cura; and that he would be

pleai'ed
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pleafed to take what value T had with me for
my wife and child, in cafe I did not recover.
T obferved, that I had no apprehenfion, that
either the Shach’s people or the rebels would
do me any harm. The good prince took
me by the hand, and faid, he never would
leave me there ; becaufe that the poor peo-
ple’s neceffitics were fo very urgent, that it
Was probable they would kill me for the ve-
ry cloaths I had upon me. He therefore ad-
Vifed me to make trial of his coach, my
fleeping waggon having been left at Baku,
Which he would caufe put in the beft order
for placing my bed. I defired him to do
What he pleafed, faying, that I was deter-
Mmined to obey : Wherefore,

On the 15th of March, at eight o’clock
A, M. we decamped, and marched through
a plain country, covered with long rich
grafs, {outh-eaft, twenty-fix verfls ; paffed
feveral rivers, and lodged upon the fouth
fide of a branch of the Cura.

On the 16th we fet out, and travelled
through plain rich fields, about thirty-feven
or forty verits fouth-eaft. Here were many
fmall herbs, fome of them in bloom. The
account I give till the 2oth of March I was
obliged to Dr Lerch and my brother for it,
becaufe my fituation would not permit me to
Write till that day, and even then but very
ilnperfeﬁly. We encamped on the north-

welt
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weft fide of a marfhy ground, where was 2
frefh water lake.

On the 17th we travelled through a plain,
rich with grafs and dwarf brier, fouth-weft
eight verfts, having morafles and reeds on
our left, We pafled a fmall river, and
marched fouth-eaft twelve verfts farther ;
paffed another river by a bridge, and en-
camped on the fouth fide of it.  This coun-
try abounds with grafs, growing fo luxuriouf*
ly, that I believe one acre would be fuffi-
cient for three horfes ; amongft which grew
many herbs, fome in flower. Dr Lerch had
marked meum, limoninm, flds Adonis, pimpinel-
la alba, mentha aguatica, and many other
kinds.

From Shamachee to Arras our fick in-
creafed daily: They were carried in litters;
the compliment, as yet, do not begin to de-
creafe. We buried at Baku one who died
of the iliac paffion, one on the road to Sha-
machee of a dyfentery, and at Shamachee
one of the iliac paflion ; of .which difeafe, or
rather its effects, the mafter cook and I were€
in hopes of a fafe recovery.

On the 18ch, we marched from thence
fouth by eaft, through a plentiful pafture:
land, fixteen verfls. We pafled feven rivu-
lets, and encamped on the banks of the laft,
full of clear water: Here is a miferable vil-

lage called Infhka; the grafs, amongft which
_wcre
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Wwere many herbs, was mowable ; for in many

Places it reached above the horfes bellies.
On the 1gth, we travelled through the
richeft fields probably in the whole world :
¢ faw in many places the evident figns of
hllfl::anr}ry, but at prefent quite deferted.
We pafled through two large villages, one of
‘them about two verfts broad, where we faw
Many good houfes built like ours in Europe,
Covered with tiles, of two ftories high, and
In no bad order; but in both thefe villages
‘We did not fee one inhabitant, nor a tame
beat, We encamped upon the banks of a
Tiver called Kifili, being the 7th we paffed
this day, though we only marched feventeen
Verfts., One of our dragoons died of a dy-

fentery‘. Our fick lift does not decreafe.
On the 20th, I mounted on horfeback,
and we marched through a country plentiful
in every thing buc mankind : Though
We had no rain, this country was ve-
'Y moift, and in many places marfhy.
After we had travelled twenty verfls, we en-
Camped near a village called Mogan, having
Pafled three rivulets: We are now not far

from hills fouth-caft from us. :

On the 21ft, we were obliged to remain
ere. The governor of Ardevil had tranfport-
¢d us to this place, being the limits of his
government; nor would he go any farther.
Our maymandar, or provifor-general, with
the new Khan, attempted to force the Arde-
vil
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vil people to affift; a battle enfued, which
ended to the advantage of the people of Ar-
devil, who killed fix, and wounded many of
their enemies mortally, though they alfo loft
fome. Both parties fent to the prince, but
he would not interpofe, though we were tru-
ly in a very miferable condition, not having
received any provifions for two days bypatft,
and little profpect of getting any thing but
plenty of promifes, not to be depended up-
on.

On the 22d, we were obliged to remain
where we were: This roufed the prince from
his excellive goodnefs. He now fent to their
chiefs and let them know, that, if they did
not bring horfes and provifion by next morn-
ing, he would ufe them in a way they little
dreamed of, which, for the f{ake of their wives
and families, he defired they would prevent.
This menace, efpecially as our dragoons and
{oldiers were oblerved to put their arms in
order, had the defired effect; for in the af-
ternoon we received provifions for all our
‘men. 1

On the 23d, we fet out through marfhy
grounds, and woods of very tall trees, in
which grow many fruit-trees. We pafled
through many large villages, but very few
inhabitants. We travelled on high earthen
roads much decayed : Thefe roads were made
by Abbas the Great, for the conveniency of

marching his army and caravans. We en-
camped
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camped on the north fide of a channelly ri-
ver called Lankran, diflant about twenty
miles from our laft camp.

On the 24th, we travelled fouth, along the
{ea-thore, upon very deep fands, the coun-
try being impaflable between this road and
the Hircanian mountains, by reafon of deep
marfhes and thick woods, in which grow a
variety of fruit-trees,fuch as oranges, citrons,
pomegranates, &¢.  We having travelled a-
bout twenty verfts, encamped upon the fide
of a lake.

On the 25th, we continued to march fouth
upon the fhore, which was very deep, being
fluxible fands, extremely fatiguing to our
cattle. We crofled a large deep river in boats,
but the camels forded it with difficulty. We
at laft forded a fmall channelly river called
Aftara, where we encamped, having travel-
led about twenty verfts. Near the camp is
the capital of the province of Aftara, where
the governor lives. We were told, that Na-
dir Shach referved this governor without de-
grading him, being the only inftance, in all
Perfia, of his lenity to a noble family; the
caufe of which, we were informed, proceed-
ed purely from this, that he was a fool; how-
ever, he was as greedy, bale, and villainous,
as any of the Shach’s followers ; and the poor
People under his orders experienced as cruel

Fff treatment
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treatment as any in Perfia, being reduced to
the moft extreme mifery.

We were obliged to remain in Aftara this
day, being the 26th, becaufe the governor
could not procure cattle to remove our bag-
gage. In the afternoon the prince took horle,
and, in company with fome of his gentlemen,
rode up the fide of the river to vifit an old
{quare fort under the hills, built formeily by
the Ruflians; it was in ruins, but I imagine
could very foon be repaired. As we were
riding towards the hills, a female fcreamed
out behind us: This unfortunate young wo-
man had been carried away from her parents,
and was on horfeback behind an Ufbeck
Tartar, who pafled by us as faft as the horfe
could run; the poor creature did not feem
to exceed twelve or thirteen years of age ;
{he cried pitifully, but kept faft hold of the
man: If fhe had courageoufly dropped from
the horle, we would have refcued her, which
we could do no other way. Some of our
gentlemen propofed to fhoot the Tartar, but
the prince would not permit them. We were
informed, that the Ufbecks frequently car-
ried off their daughters, or wives, to the hills,
where they lived with them a few days,
and, after their appetites were fatiated, fre-
quently killed them, left them, or, if they
counld get a merchant, fold them; and this
was one kind of Nadir’s military execution.

At
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At our return the Khan fent his compli-
ments to me, and defired that I would let
him fee a pinchbeck watch, wich its cafe cu-
rioufly cut, which I intended to dilpole of,
and{ent him notice of the loweft price. [gave
the wacch to an interpretér, whom I knew,
and knew to be a villain; yet I imagined
that he durft not offer to cheat me: The in®
terpreter promifed either to bring back the
Watch, or forty mildenaars immediately, but
he brought neither. I demanded juflice of
the prince; he, for once, defired to be excu-
fed, and intreated me never to truft them
With any thing: This I did not take in good
Part; I thought that I had deferved the prin-
€e’s protection; and told him as much, but
Went out of his prelence with a refolution ne-
Yer to afk it again.

Next morning we had orders to march,
and the Khan was obliged to convoy us to
the borders of his province, and deliver us
fafely off to the governor of the next pro-
vince. Accordingly we fet out at nine o’«
clock, A. M. and marched through very bad
toads, through woods, and fometimes by
the fea-fhore, twenty verlls; and, much fatis
gued, encamped upon a fmall plain, on the
27th of March.

- On the 28th, we fet out very early, and
tf‘avellcd through fuch roads as we had expe-
Nenced yetterday., We crofled over five ri-
vers, and many brookswith very high banks.

Some
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Some of our company travelled all night,and
others did not get up to us till one o’clocky
P. M. on the 2gth; confequently we were
obliged to remain encamped all that day.

We killed many pheafants and other fowl,
and got fome very large oranges and citrons.
We faw fome fmall villages, but few inhabi-
tants, and all in very great diftrefs. The
Khan fent back my watch, which I would
not receive, fufpelting that he had probably
rendered it ufelefs.

We marched on the fea-fhore 1 5 verfts, o
the 3oth; nor could we proceed farther, our
cattle being fo much fatigued. Laft night
two of our horfes were carried off by the in=
habitants; for which the prince caufed {eize
the Khan’s four beautiful young camels ; nor
would he deliver themtill the Khan had paid
the value of the horfes which were Ioft.

We travelled on the 31{t only fifteen verfts
farther, the roads being extremely fandy and
deep, having the fea on the eaft, and impe-
netrable woods, marfhes, or high Hircanian
hills on the weft.  We crofled eight rivulets,
and encamped on the banks,on the gth,where
we catched ftore of excellent fi(h.

April 1ft, we now marched upon a large
paved road, the work of Abbas, with deep
ditches on both fides, through marfhy ground,
covered over with woods; the vines climbing
cvery where upon the trees; from the grapes
of which good wine is produced. This day
we crofled many rivulets, and ruinous villa-

gcs
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ges, and encamped upon a plain. The
Khan paid at the rate of thirty mildenaars per
horfe; and the prince ordered to reftore his
camels; but my friend Mr Cherkefloff, whe
tranfacted all affairs with them, fent word
that forty mildenaars were flill wanting, for
a watch which he had got from me: It feems
he could not fend the money in filver, ac-
cording to our agreement, but fent twenty-
two fiall ducats, and two double Roman
ducats. Ifup, the interpreter, told me, that
the twenty-two ducats were equal in value to
forty mildenaars; but having got poffeflion
of the twenty-two {mall, and two double du-
cats, I put them in my pocket, and told him,
that if he delivered me forty mildenaars any
time in the fpace of eight days, I fhould re-
turn him all the gold; but I got leave to keep
it. 'We travelled about twenty verfts this
day.

On the 2d, we travelled through many
woods of tall trees, directing our courfe fouth
fouth-eaft. We crofled fixteen large and
finall rivers, and at laft encamped in a town
called Kefhkeer, where we faw a great num-
ber of Ufbeck Tartars, quartered upon the
much opprefled inhabitants, to raife contri-
butions for the Shach. They had orders to
live at diferetion; but I was told, that they
behaved with no fuch rigour as they did
In Aftara. This is the firft town in the
brovince of Gilan. Here is an old fort
buile by the Ruffians.  This was formerly a

rich
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rich country, producing great quantity of
filk; and the greateft part of the inhabitants
were filk-weavers. They ftill continue to
cultivate filk, but the bulk of the weavers are
fled or killed. ‘

We refted on the 3d, being out of danger
of the rebels, who caufed us to march with
fuch precipitation from the banks of the Cu-
ra.

On the 4th, wé iharched about twenty
verfts fouth-eaft, through a pleafant country,
by many rich rice fields, gardens,and woods,
and encamped upon the banks of a pleafant
river. We creffed fundry rivulets over ftone
bridges.

On the sth, we proceeded fouth-eaft, and
crofled two rivers and a lake, upon a high
broad dyke, and encamped on the {outh-eaft
corner of'the lake, in the neighbourhood of
Refhd, after a fhort journey of fifteen verfts.

We were welcomed into Gilan by the
Ruflian ¢onful at Kefhkeer, who, though
formerly my patient, was very referved to
me, on account of fome quarrel he had with
my countrymen, the merchants refiding in
Refhd.

This day arrived alfo Meflts Thompfon,
Wilder, Bardewick, and Myrop; they gave
me a relation of their difputes with our con-
ful, and of his tyranny towards his country-
men the Ruflian merchants; of all which I
did not fail to acquaint the prince, Who

feemed
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feemed to know more about him than I ima.
gined he did. I told the prince, that the
Britifh merchantshad come fo farto pay their
re(pets to him, and, if agreeable to his ex-
cellency, to convoy him to Refhd: The prince
defired me to introduce them to him.

They met with a very polite reception,
Wwhich could not fail to be very difagreeable
to our upftart conful, advanced from a com-
mon writér. Mr Backunin, for that was
his naine, underftood the Turkifh and Per-
fian languages well, by which means he was
thought to be well qualified to be conful at
Refhd; but, having {prung from the very
dregs of the Ruflians, he could fet no bounds
to his pride ; he lorded it highly aver his
Countrymen, whom he had oppreffed much,
and ruined many. Not fatisfied with this,he
wanted allo to opprefs the Britifh, but he
Was much miftaken in that; and the ambaf-
fador’s arrival put a ftop to all his power.

On the 6th, we made our public entry in-
to Refhd ; and the Britifh merchants defiring
to accompany the cavalcade, were appointed
to ride immediately after Mr Cherkefloff and
the conful, and were alfo invited to dine
With the jw‘mce, which was extremely difa-
8reeable to Backunin. Refhd is the capital
of the province of Gilanj it lies in north la-
titude thirty-fix degrees, thirty minutes, eaft
ongitude fifty-two degrees. The province
o Gilan is but fmall, but extremely richs

18
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its produce is filk: Itis in the form of a cref-
cent; the hills on the eaft, fouth, and weft,
furround two thirds of it, and the fea wafhes
the north fide. The {oil is fo rich, that in
it can grow any thing luxuriantly. Many
medicinal herbs are here, particularly that
producing affa foetida. Refhd is diftant
about feven verflts fouth from Peribazar, the
port of Gilan; from thence goods are fent
down a fmall river in fhallow boats three
verfts, into a great lake, about fixteen or
eighteen miles over, and of which there runs
an opening into the fea, fuflicient for veflels
of {mall burden: The ground forming the

weft fide of that inlet, is called Enzelee, or
Zinzelee,

CHAP. XXIX,

Concerning what happencd during our Stay in
Refhd and Enzilee.

HE prince was lodged in the Shach’

palace; and Mr Cherkefloff and I were
lodged in the women’s apartments, adjoining
to a noble bagnio, where Shach Abbas caufed
murder his fon. A very few days after weé
were fettled here, many complaints were gi-
ven into the prince’s hands againft Backunin,
and the prince ordered inquifition to be made;

but Mr Backunin pretending ficknefs, pﬁt 3
op
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ftop to it at prefent. He went on in his fick-
nefs a long while, fometimes taking the fa-
Crament, for we had two priefts with us; and
fometimes extreme unétion; one day a lictle
better, and next day at the point of death,
and frequently attended by Dr Lerch, who
ok care of him. One day I went with the
Britith merchants to Refhd river, to fee Mr
Mirop take fith with a net of a fingular make:
€ had not been long there till the conful’s
Coach was fent for, at which I was not a lit-
t}e furprifed, nor did T care to go, but, per=
fuadeq by my countrymen, I yielded. I
Was introduced into his houfe with fuch aw-
| filence as furprifed me not a little; and
When [ afked the reafon of fuch circumfpec-
tion, | was told, that the conful was in the
Breateft diftrefs and danger. I advanced in-
EO the room where he lay in great {tate. It
IS enough to fay, that though I have feen the
ticheft beds in this country, they all were
far thort of Backunin’s. It really furprifed
me much to conceive how a man, who,a few
Years ago, had no manner of rank in the
World, {hould have the vanity to vie in gran=
€ur with the greateft princes. I was defi-
fed by Myrs Backunin, a very good woman,
Who deferved a far better hufband, with a
OW voice, to take a feat by Dr Lerch, who
Wasattending, I did fo; and we kept up a
Ort of difcourfe by whifpering: At laft this
Madman called out, to know if I was arvived?
Ggg Being
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Being anfwered in a moft refpectful mannet
by his wife, that I was in the room, he ore
dered the curtains to be drawn open, and
ordered coffee to be ferved up. After this
was over, 1 made all the pertinent inquiry I
could about the nature of his complaints ; but
found by his anfwers, that, though he pre-
tended to have many complaints, they points
ed out no difeafe that I was acquainted withe
1 therefare went and obferved what informa
tion his pulfe could give me; in doing which
1 did not {peak one word, that I might not
wmove his paflions. His pulfe was very regu
lar, and indeed every way well conditioned:
When I had done, I took my feat, and dit
recting my diflcourfe to the doctor, madé
fome general obfervations; and exprefled
fome furprife that the doGor fhould dread
danger, when Mr Backunin’s pulfe was {0
very good; from which, compared with the
other obfervations I had made, 1 concludeds
that Mr Backunin was in no danger; and
advifed him not to be difturbed, but takeé
exercife ; and faid, that I had no doubt of b
;’CCOVCry-

Altogether unexpedied, he burft into oné
of the moft violent paflions pofiible, and fﬂifl
that T was ignorant, not underflanding h®
difeale, and that I looked upon him as @
madman. I took my hat, and anfwereds
that now he had evidently demonfirated that

he was not feeble, nor that he flood in ne¢ i
; 0
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of any phyfician ; and thus I left him. Mre¢
Backunin and the doétor, intreated me to
Wait a lictle longer: I begged to be excufed,
and would not comply. When I went to the
“door,a poor jade of a horfe was ready for me
o mount: I ordered the fellow to put up
that horfe for his crazy mafter to ride upon,
and in a pour of rain walked home. When
I'told my good friend Mr Cherkefloff, how
Backunin had treated me; he buril into an
Exeeflive fit of laughter, and begged me to
thange my cloaths, for miy {hirt was wet with
the rain.  Mr Cherkefloff’ then difappeared ;
and foon thereafter I had a meflage from the
Prince to go to him. He interrogated me
Very particularly about Backunin’s difeafe ;
And [ antwered very pofitively, that he had
Bone; that I {ufpeéted the tellow was impo-=
fing upon every one of them.  The fecretary
ing prefent, the prince commanded him
' make out an order for me, to give a clear
Fepore of what I judged his complaints to
Proceed from,and what difeafe afflicted him.
rcruple'd not to enumerate all the queftions
Lafked him, and what were bis anfwers, 1
then made fome obfervations about what I
Was informed from himfelf and others, con-
Cerning the non-naturals, &¢. and conclu~
d?d. that he had not pointed out any known
Ueafe; that I had great reafon to believe he
Was in good health, though I fufpeéted, that,
or reafons beft known to himfelf, he would
have
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have the world believe, that he was danger=
oufly fick. The prince no fooner was in
pofleflion of my report, than he ordered o-
ther difpatches to be got in readinefs, and
that night fent off a courier to the cabinet.
Either the fecretary, or fome of his writers,
had given Backunin an account of my reports
and that it was fent to the cabinet, with o-
ther difpatches. Now he pretended to be in
a worfe condition than ever, and was 0
childifh as to give out, that I had contribu~
ted not a little to increafe his complaints, by
putting him into paflion : Finding, however,
that he was ridiculed and defpifed almoft by
every perfon, he again tried to fend for mé
in his coach, but I would not go. The prinee
had meflages fent to command me, but I
prevailed with him not to infit upon i, 28
it only gave the vain fool an opportunity t0
affront me in his own houfe, and probably
force me to {peak rafhly, which I would be for
ry for at another time.

The heat now began to be difagreeable it
Refhd. The city, though not large, is fur*
rounded with high trees and clofe fields, all
covered over with water, where they plante
their rice, which rendered the air very un”
healthy ; many of the inhabitants were ficks
and dying in great numbers. A very malig-
nant petechial fever had carried off fome ©
our men.  The heat was daily increafings
and we bad no word from the Shach wha:1 ¥

03
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do ; wherefore the prince determined to en-
camp at Enzilee, a peninfula, having the fea
on one fide, and the great lake on the other.
Accordingly we fet out on the 177th of May,
rode feven verfts to Peribazar, took boat
there, pafled three verfts down the river,
croffed the lake, and encamped on Enzilee.
Thirteen Ruffian thips were riding here, three
of them belonged to the government, and
mounted fome fmall cannon. The prince
caufed raife a battery upon the neck which
formed the peninfula, and placed fome artil-
lery there, which the armed veflels alfo co-
vered ; fo that we were in very great {ecuri-
ty from any attempts of the rebellious Per-
fians, who were every where troublefome.
Kulipha was alarmed at the prince’s {udden
departure. He fent to the prince to beg an
audience, and, with the meflenger, a Jefuit
prieft named Damian, the fame who fome
time ago recovered the Shach of fome ulcer.
Damian begged leave to pay his refpecits
to the prince, which was granted. The prince
pretended fome indifpofition, and was in
bed when Damian was introduced. The
prince caufed place a chair for him, and
foon difcovered that he was fent as a {py by
Kulipha. He had the impudence to make
fome enquiry into the prince’s complaints,
and propofed a quack medicine, which, he
pretended, was a preparation of gold that
would foon remove his complaints, The

prince,
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prince, by his pelite anfwers, rather encotis
raged this piece of jefuitical impudence. The
prince, pointing to me, {zid, that, at his de+
fire, the Emprefs had ordered me to take
care of his health, and that I had bcen ac+
quainted with his eonflitution ever fince the
year 14737 ; that therefore he was determi«
ned to take no advice, nor any medicine, ex~
cept 1 approved of it, and concluded by ex
cufing himfelf from any farther converfation
at that time.. Upon this Damian rofe, and
mof(taudacioufly took hold of the prince’s arm,
with a defign to feel his pulfe ; but in this
he was difappointed, for he was feized, turn-
ed out of the tent, and fent firaight to his
boat by a party of foldiers, with certification,
that neither he nor any of the fathers would
after this be permitted to come into the pres
fence of the prince. A few days after this,
however, Kulipha arrived, and, after a farce
of long prayers to prevent a bad hour, he at
Jaft was introduced into the prince’s pre-
fence. He endeavoured to get the prince
perfuaded to return to Refhd, and affured
him that he had got plenty of provifions,
and that the Shach was on his way to Cho-
roffan, where he intended to meet the princes
The prince faid, that Refhd was extremely
unhealthy, as indeed was Enzile¢, and that
he had at that time three couriers at the
Shach’s camp waiting to know about what

tume the Shach propofed to be in Mefched.,
e
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He faid, that he would be very glad how foon
he could march from Gilan, becaufe a very
dangerous malignant fever had already de-
ftroyed many of his men fince the hot rainy
weather began ; buct that if he was truly in-
formed of the Shach’s motions, he would
fend the prefents, horfes, and dragoons by
land to Aftrabat, and would go by fea, which
he underftood would be much better for him,
as the roads were faid to be very bad, and
the country very unhealthy.

By the middle of June, the heat and rains,
with almoft continual thunders, were now
intolerable, and increafed the number of our
fick {o much, that, on the 23d, orders were
made out to fend them to Refhd, as their
number was about a hundred, and increafing
daily, many dying,

On the 24th, the prinee fent them all a-
way, and followed - on the 25th of June.
Our mate and all our afliftants were now in
the hofpital, fick, T was feized on the 25th,
and on the 26th in the morning I.dropped
down among the fick in the hofpital, was car-
ried to my Irodging, and remained fenfelefs
till the 2d of July.

On the 4th, I was informed by the prince
that the Shach was murdered, and that he
intended to fer out next morning for Enzi.
lee, in order to proceed by fea to Aftrachan.
He faid, that he had taken care to fend all
y bageage with his own on board ; but I

Wwas
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was very weak : However, no time was to be
loft, as this our defign was kept fecret from
the Perfians, who did not as yet know
that their king was dead. My friend Mr
Cherkefloff was left as refident, with all the
men who could be fpared, and Dr Lerch. I
was carried on board with the greateft care.
Capt. Bernhour, and many of our men, died.
We were twenty days upon fea, and many
of our men in different fhips died on the
paflage, who were not fick when we left Per-
fia. The mortality was fo great, that out of
our whole number, which were computed,
including fervants, to be about five hundred,
fcarcely a hundred returned in found health.
‘We had buried three hundred in Perfia. This
difeafe began among the natives, who were
by it {oon relieved from the torments of hun-
ger. That day we left Refhd, for as weak
as I was, it grieved me much to fee the de-
vaftation it had made upon the road, where
many dead were lying unburied, and many
expiring. Amongft the number, two were
very ftriking : I faw an infant fucking its
dead mother ; and, in a hollow road, 1 faw
a dead maid, with her hands holding by the
root of a tree. It feems fhe died as {he was
endeavouring to get out of this hollow road.
My brother was taken ill on-board our fhip,

and hardly efcaped.
At our arrival in Ruffia, we reported, that
this difeafe was a malignant fever ; but, Dr
‘ : Lerch,
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Lerch, who had formerly attended plague-
hofpitals, did not doubt that it was the
plague.

As I do not propofe to difappoint the
bulk of my readers, in treating of difeafes,
in place of travels, 1 fhall only beg pardon
for enumerating the moft general fymptoms
and duration of this dreadful difeafe. They
were {eized {uddenly with a violent pain in
their heads, backs, and loins, accompanied
with horror and trembling, which lafted with
the greateft violence four or five hours, ac-
companied with exceflive vomiting and pur-
ging, or vomiting and obftinate coftivenels;
the(e were attended with a heatvery difagree-
able tothe touch, and a veryirregularopprefled
pulfe. The urine was very changeable ; fome-
times jt was as clear as water, {ometimes it was
of 5 brigh't red, fometimesno fediment, and at
other times turbid and thick. Their thirft was
intolerable ; nor was it poffible to quench it ;
the papille of the tongue, on the fecond and
third day after they were firlt feized, grew
very long, dry, white, or yellow, then brown,
then black. Their eyes were blood-fhot, and
looked very unclean-like. As long as they
Fetained their fenfes, they complained of a
burning heat in their bowels.  Some of them
loft their fenfes in an hour, and others re-
tined them longer. The horror feized them
Ouce, twice, or thrice in twenty-four hours.
Sometimes, efpecially in the morning, they

Hhh had
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~ had fome returns of their reafon ; but it was
of very fhort duration. Their bodies were
covered all over with petechie and anthraxes ;
fome of them were tortured with inflamed
parotids, and others had unquenchable in-
flammations in the axillary glands. They
died on the fifth, feventh, eighth, and a few
on the ninth day.

This fever was {o infectious, that our num-
bers of {fick, from our {mall command, in-
creafed by feven, eight, and nine daily.
When I was taken ill, we had in the hofpi-
tal an hundred and fixty, and a few officers.
At the beginning, Dr Lerch being of opinion
that it was the plague, a difeafe he had been
converfant with formerly, advifed blooding s
but to our great difappointment, every on¢
of them died foon. We next gave vomits;
and the operation was no fooner over than
we raifed a digphorefis, which we kept up fol-
licitoufly, and feveral were recovered in this
way. It is fcarcely credible what numbers
of worms were voided, both by ftool and
upwards. It is remarkable, that the water
in Gilan is very much ftored with earth*
~worms, and thofe our men voided were of
the fame kind. The prince, fome of our
officers, and I, drank no water till it was
boiled in earthen veflels and carefully co*
vered up in cool places. As I intend this
account of that difeafe for the general good of
mankind, Thope the reader, whois poffefled of

humanitys
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humanity, will excufe it ; and I do not care
whether he call it the plague or malignant
petechial fevers ; but Dr Lerch and I durft
not call it the plague, becaufe we might have
been obliged to keep quarantine on Tcha-
tire Bugori, defart fandy iflands, during the
winter, which very probably would have
killed us all; as there were no buildings
to defend us from the froft. Before we left
Perfia, the doctor and I, for thefe reafons,
had reported to the prince, thatit wasa pe-
techial fever; by which means we arrived
without ftop direétly to Aftrachan. The
ambaflador arrived firft, in the fhip which
had formerly belonged to the Britith mer-
chants, and the reft were coming in daily.
At laft Dr Lerch, with the remains of his ho-
{pital, arrived on the 23d of Septemrber.
Mr Cherkefloff, and a few foldiers, with our
crazy conful, remained in Refhd to take no-
tice of the confufions in Perfia, and proteét,
s much as pofiible, the Ruffian merchants
from violence. By this time we got notice,
that the ambaflador’s arrival was not agree-
able to the Emprefs,

The court of St Peterfburgh thought that
the prince ought firft to have afked and ob-
tained liberty. Upon this the prince repre-
fented, that as Nadir Shach was murdered,
there remained no government in Perfia, c-
Very khan or general making pretenfions to the
throne; and that very day on which we fet
‘ out,
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out, we had accounts of murders, maflacres,
battles, and defolation of all kinds: But that,
laftly, the confufion was fo great, that no pro-
vifions could be got for the fupport of the few
men who remained alive; and that, if he had
not taken this ftep, which he did by theadvice
and figned petition ofall his officers, it was ve-
ry probable that his whole command would
have been ftarved before he could have gotany
provifions from Aftrachan; for nonc was to
be bought in Perfia. This at prefent fatif-
fied the court, that neceffity was the true
caufe of our return. However, we were
commanded to remain in Aftrachan till fur-
ther orders.

Before I make an end of this chapter, I
muft inform the reader of a few things which
happened in Perfia before and fince we left
it, which I could not fo conveniently do
fooner. The prince had received orders
from court to proceed againft the conful;
and at the fame time a captain was fent from
the garrifon of Aftrachan to officiate as con-
ful in Refhd. The prince was fcarcely ar-
rived from Enzilee, when the conful, having
been informed that a captain was come t0
officiate as conful, came in great ftate, in
his fuperb coach, and demanded an audience:
This fool was by fome of his friends, made
believe that the orders to the prince were ve-
¥y favourable, and that the captain was fent,

that he, (Bakunin) might be returned into
Rl\ﬂia)
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Ruffia, to anfwer for his tranfactions there ;
where, he did not doubt, that a few pre-
fents, from the great fums he had pillaged
from the merchants, properly beftowed,
would free him from any farther trouble.
The prince was fitting in a great open gal-
lery covered above, all laid over with rich
Perfian carpets, except a fmall canal in the
middle, full of {fmall fith, and a jet or fpout
of water playing in the middle of it, which
the Perfians delight in, as it cools the air.
Mr Bakunin was defired to walk in ; but his
coach was not permitted to enter into the
court, which was formed by a very high
brick fquare wall, which furrounded the pa-
lace at the diftance of about forty fathoms
from the houfe. When he had advanced on
foot to the head of the ftairs, he put off a
pair of Perfian {lippers, and advanced with
fuch’pride, as is only to be feen in Beth-
lehem Hofpital, or fome fuch place. Upon
this occafion he was drefled in a coat of the
finet Perfian velvet; his waiftcoat and
breeches were of rich brocade, with a very
Pretty fword by his fide. He congratulated
the prince upon his return to Refhd from
Enzilee ; and faid, that he had been inform-
€d that he was to be fent to Ruflia, which
Was {o agreeable news, that it had quite re-
€overed him. The prince anfwered, that
he was glad to fee him in good health : That
he was indeed to be fucceeded by a very good

man,
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Jnan, but that he had no orders to fend him
into Ruffia ; but, that if he cleared himfelf
from the accufations laid againft him, he was
to go with the embafly, as fecond {ecretary,
to Choraflan. This effetually completed
his madnefs : He pulled his {fword from his
fide, and moft difrefpectfully threw it on the
carpet at the prince’s feet, telling him, at the
{ame time, that he now was convinced the
prince intended to ruin him, and therefore
he voluntarily delivered himfelf up a prifo-
ner.

The prince ordered an under-officer to
‘take charge of him, and conduct him to his
houfe, and there keep him in all fafety.
‘When he had advanced to the ftair head, his
Perfian flippers were not to be found, Some
of our men had thrown them away ; for he
was beloved by none but Dr Lerch, He
made fome impertinent noife about his flip
~ pers, but was {foon carried off by the ferjeant.
Upon this occafion Major Berezin reprefent-
ed to the prince, before us all, that Bakunin
had not only affronted his Highnefs, in a ve-
ry grofs manner, butthe Emprefs alfo, whofe
perfon he had the honour to reprefent ; and
therefore begged, that, without lofs of time,
Bakunin fhould be brought to a trial by 2
court-martial, and punifhed with death, as
he deferved.  The prince {miled at the ma-
jor’s impetuofity, and took off a light cap,

which he then wore for coolnefs, in place of
" a
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a periwig, and afked the major, If he faw
any blood upon his head? The major an-
fwered in the negative. Then, faid the
prince, I thank God, being now old, that
my confcience cannot accufe me of having
ever been guilty of fhedding human blood ;
now I will not begin: If the Emprefs is af-
fronted, fhe is merciful, and has it in her
power to punifh him as fhe fhall think pro-
per.  To this the major replied, which in-
deed proved very true, that Bakunin would
give him a great deal of trouble ; which
might be eafily prevented, by bringing him
to a trial, and doing juftice to the Emprefs,
and the many poor fufferers whom he had
plundered : But the prince made an end of
this affair, by commanding filence.

After our departure, Ali Kouli Khan, of
whom mention will be made in another
place, had declared himfelf Shach, and had
gone, after the Shach his uncle’s murder, to
Mazanderan. At this time the inhabitants
of Gilan were in great fear of a party of re-
bels, who were advancing into their pro-
vince from Aftara, upon the fame road we
travelled. We left with Mr Cherkefloff a
Courier, called Adile, an Armenian, a very
facetious fellow ; he knew all the roads very
Well.  Ac this time the governor and all the
Perfiansin Gilan were quite difpirited, and
knew not ‘what to do. Adile, having Mr
Cherkefloff’s permiflion to act as he pleafed,

went



432 VOYAGES anp

went to the governor, and told him, that if
he would grant him the command of the few
{oldiers who were in the city, not exceeding
three hundred, and three pieces of fmall
cannon, he, (Adile,) would undertake to
fave the province from the rebels, though
their number was faid to exceed five thou-
fand. Adile was conftituted colonel imme-
diately ; and he loft no time in advancing to
a river, whofe banks were extremely fteep,
except in one place : There he threw up 2
trench, and placed his cannon, charged with
{mall fhot. It {eems, upon this occafion,
that Adile conduéted affairs very well ; he
gave out his orders diftinttly, and took care
to feize all people travelling, either from or
to the rebels: fo that they could have no in-
formation of any force fent againft them;
and Adile knew well they could not remain
in that country long ; becaufe they could
get little provifion.

They advanced in a very carelefs man-
ner, and happened to come up to Adile’
trench in a morning, before it was very
light, fufpecting no danger.  Adile let them
advance, and ordered his men to fire upon
them only with their mufkets. The rebels
advanced in great numbers; when he dif*
charged his cannon upon them with fuch
judgment, that he killed great numbers, and
forced the reft to fly the field. He purfued

them, and made fuch havock, that Gilan was
no
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o more troubled from that quarter. He no
fooner arrived in Refhd, victorious with
fome prifoners, than an account of his victo-
ry was {ent to Ali Kouli Khan, who fent for
him, conftituted him a colonel, and prefent-
ed him with a caftan, kingjal, and fabre ;
which I faw when he returned to Ruffia.
He gave him alfo a very confiderable fum of
money ; how much, I do not remember.

Before we left the coaft of Perfia, Kuli-
pha’s fervants, after having robbed him, de-
ferted. He petitioned the prince to carry
him into Ruflia; but this he would not do.
However, he ordered Mr Cherkefloff to give
him provifions, and take him under his pro-
tection.

About this time fome rebels entered the
province by the Cafbine road, and carried
off all our horfes, who were feeding under
the mountains. They did no hurt to a few
dragoons, who were attending the horfes. I
loft my beft horfe, having fold the reit in
Refhd for a trifle. The prince, however,
ordered payment to be made for it, {oon af-
ter I came to Hamilton.

I am next to give an account of the Bri-
tih merchants efcape out of Perfia. . It re-
lates both to them and Mr Cherkeffoff, and
15 a very difagrecable task to me; however
the reader fhall have it as I had it. A few
days before we left Perfia, the Britith fac-
tors waited upon the Prince, and, I being

Lii interpreter,
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interpreter, exprefled much uneafinefs at the
prefent diftracted affairs in Perfia, and their
fear of being involved in troubles, both in
relpect to their perfons and their employers
goods ; they therefore begged that his High-
nefs would advife them what to do. The
Prince anfwered, that he was not a proper
perfon to advife them what to do : But that
he would protet them as long as he was
there. He faid, that if they intended to go
for Aftrachan, he would order one fhip at a
reafonable charge, to tran{port part of their ef-
fe(ts, and that he would order every fhip to
take afhare of what fhould remain ; but by
no means would he offer to diret them : He
{aid, - that after they had confidered the or-
ders {fent them by their conftituents, he
thought that they ought to be the proper
judges of their own affairs. They returned
the Prince thanks for his goodnef(s, and told
him that they were determined to remain a
little longer.

Afier we were gone fometime in January
1748, the city of Refhd was attacked by 2
body of rebels: The Britifh merchants fled,
as [ was informed, for protection to Mr Cher-
kefloff, who readily granted them all the
affiftance in his power, and fent them in
fafety to a fhip, with what money they could
take with them. They left however in their
warehoufes, it was faid, fome money, and

a cargo of valuable goods, great part ©
which
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which fell a prey to the rebels; whereof a
right account, I imagine, never was procu-
red by the merchants at home. It is acknow-
ledged at all hands that the Britifh merchants
- at this time loft upwards of eighty thoufand
pounds value: Which value might have been
faved if the factors had left Refhd when we
left it : The prince gave them a promife,
and certain I am he would have performed
it, to affift them with fhipping and other-
wile to the utmoft of his power. If they
had put their goods on board a fhip at En-
zilee, the London merchants could have
been no great lofers. :
When we left Perfia, every thing in that
country was in the utmoft confufion ; the
gentlemen in Refhd were not ignorant of it,
which was the reafon of their afking the prince’s
advice what they were to do? The prince
was ready to affift them, but would not ven-
ture to give advice in affairs which concern-
ed him not, nor did he underftand fuch af-
fairs, Mr Cherkefloff, a man whom I was
well acquainted with fince the year 1740,
was accufed of not having prote&ed them,
and of having helped to rob them: DBut
by whom ? and how were their accufations
teltified ? He was accufed by the Britith who
loft their goods, and he was accufed in no
legal way, but in letters to their conftitu-
ents ! Strange as this may appear, it is, I
- am perfuaded, very true, and it is moft
furprifing
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furprifing that the merchants could not get
an edi¢t from the Court of St Peter{burgh to
have common juftice done them, feeing they
had never been baulked in any reafonable
demand, and at that very time had the beft
opportunity of having juftice done them.
They knew in what favour our Ambaffador
the late Earl of Hyndford then ftood at that
court. They knew that he had carried thro’
affairs with eafe, which his predeceflors
could make nothing of ; and is it credible
that he could not have had common juftice
done to the Britifh faGory againft the refi-
dent, 2 man of no family, who had none to
fupporr his intereft, a man who by his na-
tural faculties had raifed himfelf from being
an unknown, young, Circaflian captive, to
the rank of a major, a counfellor in the af-
fairs of thefe countries, and refident at
Refhd? I fay that it is not probable that the
Gilan factors were in earneft when they ac-
cufed him; but to whom did they accufe
him ? to their employers in a very vague
manner, 1 have reafon to believe ; for when
1 faw Mr Mirope in Mofcow, I told him that
1 fcarcely could think that Mr Cherkefloff
would be guilty of any ftep, for which he
could not anfwer ; I told him alfo that he
bore an exceeding good character, that he
was no fool, was univerfally known, and
that I made no doubt he would give fuch
an account of his condu@, as would ap-

pear
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pear fatisfactory to every difinterefted per-
fon. At that time, Mr Mirope did not re-
~ lifh this difcourfe. It cannot be denied that
in a letter dated June 1748, they accufed
Mr Cherkefloff for endeavouring to frighten
them, as they term it, out of Perfia. They
acknowledge in that letter, that the refident
gave them an account of the confufions in
Perfia, of the dangers they were expofed to,
and of the readine(s he was in to affift
them. Did this look, as if he had any view
to rob them ? If they had followed the ad-
Vice he gave them at that time, would not
the Britith trade have been gainers, and
would they not have prevented eighty thou-
fand pounds value from falling into the re-
bels hands ? If Prince Golitzin had conde-
{cended to have favoured them with his ad-
Vice, and if things had not turned out to
their wifh, itis certain they would not have
ferupled to have blamed the prince.  They
acknowledged long before they met with
their misfortunes, that Mr Cherkefloff' ad-
Viled them to fhip off their money and goods
tor Aftrachan, forefeeing the danger they
Were expofed to, and endeavoured to make.
them fenfible of it.  This wholefome advice
they not only rejeted, but accufed him in
their way, of endeavouring to frighten them
out of Perfia. Well, what was the confe-
Quence of not following Mr Cherkefloff’s
Advice ? They remained till they loft to the

value
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value of eighty thoufand pounds to their
employers, and then they blame Mr Cher-
keflfoff, who had long before that advifed
them to f{ave their employers goods. They
did not care to venture to accufe My Cher-
kefloff in a legal manner, when they could
not fail to have juftice done them : But they
only do this to their employers in private
letters, as far as I ever was informed. The
reafon of my having taken fuch notice of
this affair is with a view to fet it in a true
light, apd in fuch as their own letters ac-
knowledge to be true, and at the fame time
to do juftice to a man, whom I believe to be
honourable, and efteemed purely for his in-
tegrity.

CHAP XXX.

Concerning the Manners and Cuftoms of the Per
fians, with a fhort Account of the famow
Nadir Shach.

IN this chapter, I do not propofe to give
a hiftory of the Perfians, nor indeed ©
all the a&tions of the late Nadir Shach : All
I propofe is to give a very fuccinét accoun?®
of Nadir Shach, and the manners and drefs 0
the Perfians ; for it appeared that, when w¢
were there, they were governed by no fixe

laws, but by the immediate will and plea”
: : {urc
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fure of their governors. They made in-
deed profeflion of religion : But that was
only nominal and extremely fuperficial ; as
for cultoms they were altogether abolifhed
before we went into their country, unlefs
robbery, beating and murdering one ano-
ther, be allowed to be their cuftoms.

The Perfians are naturally a very agile,
lively people, the generality of their men
are middle fized, rather of the fmaller
kind, but very well made, tawny, black-
eyed, with black hair, Roman nofed, and
thick lipped. They all wear high caps ga-
thered at the tops, which are tapering; they
love the red eolour, becaufe their foldiers
caps are of that colour, and therefore they
are called Kifelbafhee, or red heads. Their
coats and veflts are fhort, and they wear
long drawers and hofe made of cloath ; in
place of f{hoes they wear univerfally flippers,
with longer and more tapering heels than
thofe wore by our Britith ladies; which
make thtem appear, in ftanding or walking,
as if they had no mufculous pofteriors ; be-
caufe they are forced to ftand very erect.

Their foldiers confift chicfly in horfe ;
I have feen foot alfo ; and they are efteem-
ed, juftly, I imagine, the beft horfemen in
the world. They have a fingular way of
Managing their horfes : They ride at a gen-
e trot, or walk them ; but as they are not
fegular, they very frequently run off at a full

gallop,
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gallop, and at once ftop their horfes ; then
puth on, turning nimbly, frequently to the
right or left fide, as the rider thinks proper:
If they are ncar a fteep low hill, they love to
run up it as faft as the horfe is able. When
they arrive in their camp, they cover their
hor(es over with cloaths three or four folds
thick ; then they tether their horfes by the
hinder feet, keeping them at a diftance ; o
that they cannot eafily lye down: They then
place cut ftraw, or hay, at fuch diftance, that
the horfe can but get to it ; fo that the beaft
s, as it were, conftantly upon the firetch.
They feed them twice daily with good bar-
ley, with which we were obliged to feed
ours, which purged them fmartly for two
or three days at firft ; but it had a good ef*
fect, in making them very clear-fkinned.
The Perfian foldiers rub down their horfes
frequently through the day : They are fon
der of their horles than of their wives.

By the Mahometan law, the Perfians can
and frequen'tly do, marry four wives, and
are at liberty to keep as many concubines 25
they pleafe. The world cannot produce
greater flaves than the Perfian women are @
their hufbands. We were told, that a hui-
band may chaftize his wife, but muft take
care that his feverity does not prove the caul®
of her death ; for if, upon inquiry, it proves
to be fo, and the wife has relations who can
profecute the murderer, the judge delivers th

crimin
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eriminal to the relations of his deceafed w fe,
who never fail to put him to death, after the
fame manner he killed his wife : This, how-
ever, is not always the cale. 'When our men
went firlt to Baku with the horfes, and other
prelents, the governor of that city gave them
an order for feizing all the timber they could
get in the city to make {talls and ftables for
the horfes. One of our grooms happening
to {ee a board, took it. The woman to
whom it belonged could {peak the Ruflian
lan guage well; fhe was defiring the groom not
to carry away the board, when her hufband
made his appearance; who; without any great
concern, cut off her head with a hatchet ;
hor did we ever hear that he fuffered for this
action. 'When we were encamped at Enzi-
lee, a woman arrived in our camp, to beg
that the prince would take her under his
Prote@ion, and order the governor of Gilan
to deliver up a man, who had murdered his
Wife, to her relations, who had gained, after
this wicked action, by the force of money,
the governor of Refhd’s protection. The
Pritice, however, would not interfere in their
affairs, but permitted the woman to ftay a-
out our camp, where (he did not fail to get
Plenty, and protection from our people. 1
am of opinioi, that the prefent laws of Per-
fia are entirely lodged in the judge’s breaft ;
and that if a villain has money, or fubflance,
he may perpetrate any crime with impunity.,
Kkk The
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The women in Perfia are well enough
proportioned ; but T was informed that they
were not very beautifal, having had but few
opportunities of {eeing them myfelf. At Cura
I one day faw an elderly woman drefled in
aragged filk gown, whom hunger had for-
ced into our camp, followed by two young
girls, who paid her great refpect. As fhe
pafled through, fhe carefully picked up fome
barley out of horfe-dung, and eat it; at
which one of our dragoons would have bea-
ten her, if I had not prevented him. The
prince having been informed of her diftrefs,
caufed feed her and her attendants, as long
as we ftaid there. She faid, that fhe was
well born, and had been married to a Khan ;
but that her family happening to fall under
the Shach’s difpleafure, was utterly extirpat-
ed, and that none remained with her but
the two girls, who never would leave her.
This woman never had been a beauty. I
have {een many girls, efpecially at Refhd,
who were very beautiful; but I was inform#
ed that thefe were Georgians.

One day, palling by a houfe out of the
city, five or fix very beautiful girls ap*
peared at the door uncovered, and feemed
to be very merry : They laughed, and made
fome figns, as it were, inviting my com*
rades and me to go into the houfe; and I
was told by others, that I was not miftaken,
for they were common to any. i
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I once faw a few girls who were kept by
one of the generals of the Perfian army, look
out of a tent uncovered, as we pafled by ;
but I was told, that if their Lord knew thag
they had expofed themielves, he would have
punifhed them moft feverely. They were
young, very pretty; and faid to be Georgi-
ans. I was informed that the Perfian wo-
men, in general, would fooner expofe to pu-
blic view any part of their bodies than their
faces.

One of the Britith merchants at Refhd
told me, that one morning very early, as he
was walking by a burial place, he there faw
a very comely young woman fitting in her
fhift, being extremely hot weather, giving
her child fuck ; he was very near her before
fhe fpied him; which fhe no fooner had
done, than fhe covered her face with her
fhift, expofing what our women carefully
conceal. Many fuch flories I was informed
of, which are not worth repeating.

Men may marry for life, or for any de-
termined time in Perfia, as well as through
all Tartary, I was aflured, that merchants,
and other travellers, who intended to flay a
month, or longer, in any city, commonly
applied to the cadee, or judge, for a wife
during the time he propofed to flay. That
the cadee, for a flated gratuity, produced a
Dumber of girls, whom he declared to be ho-

neft,
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neft, and free from difeafes, and became
furety for them. It is faid, that, amongft
thoufands, there has not been one inftance of
their difhonefty, during the time agreed up-
on. I have been alfo told, that merchants
who trade in different cities, whofe bufinefs
obliges them to live in thefe cities fome time
every year, or who keep a warehoufe, mar-
ry a wife for life ; and that they fuperintend
their houfe in their ablence, and generally
provevery true to the truft repofed in them.
The Perfian women are all drefled in long
gowns of {ilk or cotton : They all wear filk
or cotton drawers, which reach down to
their ancles ; they wear bracelets of gold,
cither wrought or fet with precions ftones a-
bout their ancles and wrifls ; and the fore-
moft parts of of their fhifts, which are com-
monly of filk, from a point immediately be-
low the navel, are embroidered down to the
bottom with gold or filver figures, forming a
large triangle, whofe upper angle is acute-
They never cut the nails of their fingers, as
we do, but let them grow long and pointed ;
they are coloured with red, on the firft join
of eachfinger. I have fometimes been confult
ed about their difeales ; and though great
care was taken, upon fuch occafions, that I
fhould fee no part of their perfon, yet they
could not hinder my fecing their hands
when I felt their pulfe: And though fre-
queat'y it is very neceflary to fee their facess
' m



TR AVELS 445

in fome difeafles, the Perfians never would
permit them to be unvailed.  When they go
to the bath, which they do twice or thrice
in a week, they are vailed with white linen,
but have a piece of net-work before their
eyes, which renders every thing vifible to
them, but prevents any from feeing them.
Mr Cherkefloff and T were lodged in the
rooms where the Shach’s women were for-
merly kept, and the bagnio was at the back
of our apartments ; but there was a commu-
Nication by a door, which was made falt
When the women were bathing. One day
the dragoons who attended us, having got
drunk, overhearing the women laughing,
broke into their bagnio ; but Mr Cherkefloff
Coming in at the fame time, and overhearing
the great alarm the women were put into,
fpoiled their fport.

The Perfian women endure all forts of
hard(hips, and undergo all kinds of drudge-
ry; the common women efpecially, drefs
the land, plant the rice, and clean their fields,
and do every other hard work, while their
hufbands only look after markets, and fimoke
the callian.

One day at Refhd, I went with my coun-
trymen into the country to vifit one of their
Acquaintances, who bred filk-worms. At
our arrival, the man caufed his wives, I
think he had three, fpread carpets on the

grafs
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grafs in the garden, upon which we fat,
fimoked the callian, eat fome fruits, and
drank fome water; for they prefent no other
liquor. This man had many children, yet,
by the afliftance of the women and them, he
fold as much filk yearly as would have been
fufficient to maintain them abundantly, if
the cruel Nadir had not diftrefled them fo
much. I do not believe that this garden
exceeded two acres of ground ; it was plant-
ed all over with mulberry trees, except 2
fmall piece for herbs. '

I do not propofe ner pretend to give the
reader a minute hiftory of Nadir Shach, com-
monly called Kouli Khan; nor of all the
battles he fought, far lefs the hiftory of Per-
{ia, which I take to be foreign to my defign:
All 1intend is, in as few words as I poffibly
can, to give the fum of his actions, and his
charadter in miniature ; in doing which, how-
ever, 1 find myfelf obliged to differ from
thofe who have written before me, as my
intelligence was from the better fort of peo-
ple in Perfia, and more authentic than that

of fome few others.

CHAPY
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C HA P . XXX

Being an Account of the Birth, Parentage, Ac«
tions, and Death of the cruel Nadir Shach.

NADIR was born in Chalat, by fome
called Kelat, in the year 1687. He
Was the heir of the prince of that {trong
Place. Chalat is faid to be an impregnable
caftle, fituated amongft the hills, in the
neighbourhood of Mefhed; and though it
acknowledged obedience to the crown of Per-
fia, was ruled or governed by a fucceffion of
Princes, who efteemed Chalat their perfonal
¢ltate ; and the inhabitants paid obedience
o thefe princes of their own kindred, tho”
Probably they would not have been complai-
fant enough to pay obedience to any Perfian
Sovernor ; which, no doubt, was the reafon
that the court of Perfia was willing to let
them have their own way of government, {o
lon_g as they were good neighbours, and ac-
kllowlcdgcd fome [ubmiflion and {ubjettion
to the crown of Perfia.

When Nadir was about nine years old his
father died, and left the government of Cha-
lat to his brother, till Nadir fhould be of
ge, according to the cuftom of that coun-
Ury. The uncle, whofe name I have not
Written in my journal, ruled the people with

fuch
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fuch difcretion, that they confirmed himy
during his life, in the government, in pre-
judice of young Nadir, of whom they had
no great conceit. They began early to ob-
ferve, that he probably would prove a very
turbulent prince; and were afraid that his
government would be very difagreeable to
them. _ '

Nadir did not relith fuch ufage : It is faid
that he retired ; Hanway fays, that he was
captivated by the Ufbecks ; but I never was
informed of this, nor of many other anec-
dotes of his life which Mr Hanway gives,
nor of his killing the courier ; but it is cer-
tain, that he retired into Khoraflan, which
the Perfians call Choraflan, and entered the
Shach’s fervice as a foldier, ammo 1712. He
had not ferved long until his military genius,
and, no doubt, lns birth helped him to beé
taken notice of by Babulu Khan, then gover-
nor of Choraflan. Befides, he was a remark-
ably ftrong, bold man ; qualifications which
will never fail to recommend a foldier, elpe”
cially when a country is daily invaded by
encmies, which was the fituation of Choral®
fan at that time. He was not long in the
fervice till he was promoted to the rank of 2
colonel ; for, in the year 1719, a great body
of Usbecks fell upon Choraflan, deftroying
the country where-ever they went, carrying
off the inhabitants into flavery, and feizin8

their cattle.
5 Tl16
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The governior and his counfel, were even
afraid that they would attempt Mefhed; he
therefore fummoned a council of war, where
Nadir was admitted, though he had, by the
cuftom of Perfia, no right to give adviee; yet
this was a very proper time for him, who had
nothing to lofe but his life, upon which Le
did not (et great value; in refpect of making
himfelf remarkable in the world. He pati-
ently heard what every one faid; and obfer-
ving that the refult of their confultation end-
ed not to his liking;but was the effect of fear
and confufion, viz. tokeep within the city,
wherefore he begged leave of the governor
to {peak; which being granted, in oppofition
to all the generals prelent, he humbly repre-
{ented, that the city being very large, and
the number of troops very finall, it would
be impoflible to defend it againft fuch num-
bers of Ufbecks: Add to this, that a few
days would reduce the citizens and foldiers
to a dreadful famine, becaufe they were al-
ready in great want. He faid, that he had
proved the Shach’s foldiers bravery to be much
fuperior to the Ufbecks; and that if he were
favoured with the command, he made no
doubt of foon reducing the Ufbecks to a ne-
ceflity of evacuating the province. So rati-
onal an advice, given by a man whofe milita-
ry genius had been proved in different for-
mer altions, was, however, agreeable to
none prefent but the governor. He infifted

L1l that
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that Nadir’s advice fhould be taken; but the
generals prefent would not ferve under a ju-
nior, a creature of the governor’s. Of this
Nadir was glad, becaufe now he was fure of
meeting with no oppofition in the field, and
begged leave of the governor that he mightbe
at liberty to appoint his lieatenants pro rem-
pore, adding, that if this was granted, he
would promife either to return victorious, or
deliver up himfelf to the governor, to be pu-
nifthed as he thould think proper, if he efca-
ped death in battle. The governor granted
all his demands. Nadir loft no time, and
being well acquainted with the country, he,
by trufly fpies, got certain notice that the
Utbecks were encamped, with all fecurity, on
the banks of Tedjen. Nadir did not, as I
was informed, march againft them in an
oftentatious manner ; neither is fuch condut
agreeable to the well-known military conduét
of Nadir; for at all times, though none were
more brave, he ufed mere policy than can
well be believed ; and all his military atchieve-
ments, except the unfortunate battle with
Topal Ofman, feem to prove the truth of this
affertion ; and that mifconduct feemed to have
proceeded from his defpifing his enemies,
whom he had at all times vanquifhed former-
Iy.

Nadir was fortunate; he killed great num-
bers,and returned victorious to Mefhed with
many thoufands of prifoners. He not only

made



4 K ANK T8 451

made great booty of their cattle, but got all
their tents and baggage, and relieved the in-
habitants of Choroflan; and returned to the
- matives every thing which was taken from
them by the Ufbecks. - Thus he returned to
Mefhed loaded with deferved honour, and
the praifes of the whole province; and pray-
ers for his fafety and future profperity. The
governor, in the greateft raptures of joy, re-
ceived him, and promifed to acquaint the
unfortunate Shach Tzhmas alias Tachmas,
of this extraordinary deliverance, and at the
{fame time intreat him to create him (Nadir)
a general, when the firft vacancy fhould hap-
pen. An opportunity foon prefented; but
the Shach promoted a young nobleman, not
bred to arms, a relation of the governor’s.
This Nadir could not put up with, without
rcproaching the governor in very har(h terms;
and when the governorendeavoured to aflure
him that he had aéted honourably, Nadir
hefitated not, in the molt impertinent man-
ner, to call him treacherous, and a liar; for
which the governor caufed him to be balfti-
nadoed, or beat on the foles of his feet, un-
til the nails of his toes ftarted.

This punifhment was not {ufficient to calm
the turbulent {pirit of Nadir; it only ferved
to exafperate him; and though he kept filent
till herecovered, thisno fooner happened than
he fled to the mountains, where numbers of de{-
Perate vagabonds reforted tohim, He not only

' robbed
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robbed the caravans, but laid the whole pro-
vince under contribution, which terrified the
governor with the dread of his refentment.
Though Nadir plundered the caravans, and
neighbouring Tartars, not fubject to Perfia,
the Perfians told us, that he did no great
harm to the inhabitants of Choroffan. His
uncle at laft, however, wrote to Nadir, and
defired him to refrain from foinfamousa way
of living, promifing at the fame time to pro-
cure a pardon from the weak Tzhmas, for all
bis paft faults. To this Nadir was not averfe,
and his uncle foon procured him a full par-
don. Nadir, under colour of paying his un-
cle the moft fincere returns of gratitude,went
to his patrimony, the well known Chalat, with
but a tfew of his followers; and ordered fome
hundreds-of his men to draw near it, and be
ready, at a fignal given, to approach the on-
ly gate, in all hafte. Nadir was, with his at-
tendants, admitted into the caftle. In the
morning of the following day, his attendants
feized the gate of the city without much re-
fiftance; and Nadir, at the {ame time, mur-
dered his uncle; and thus he made an eafy
conqueft of that impregnable place.

It was in Chalat that Nadir, when he was
Shach, depofited all his riches. The Perfi-
-ans told me, that it ftands in a valley fur-
-rounded with perpendicular rocks, which
-none but the winged inhabitants can entery
except at one place, which is well f'ortiﬁedi

and
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and rendered as impregnable by art as the
reft is by nature. They affirm, that the
fields and hills can produce, within the Cha-
lat, without greatly improving the ground,
as much provifions as can eafily maintain
12,000 men; confequently it need furprife
none, that the Kings of Perfia are glad to be
friends with thefe people, who have it.in their
power to be very troublefome to the inhabi-
tants of Choroflan, and even to Mefhed,
whence it is not very far diftant.

Nadir having now become poflefled of his
father’s inheritance, and added to the natives
of Chalat, about 6000 brave daring troops,
was very formidable ; but ftill feemed to wifh
well to the inhabitants of Choroflan; and in-
deed he fhewed greater kindnefs for this pro-
vince, than all the reft of Perfia, even to the
day of his death. He now, without the af~
filtance of any, determined to recover Ni-
chabur out of the hands of the Afgans, tho’
their garrifon was very numerous. To this
purpofe he fent a few hundreds of his men
to decoy them amongft the hills. It turned
out to his wifh, and he cut them to pieces ;
and, drefled according to the cuftom of the
Afgans, he ordered a confiderable body of
his troops to go to the city, driving before
them a great number of his own men, asif
they were captives. By this ftratagem they
8ot an eafy admiflion into the city, and {oon
put all the Afgans to death, and freed

this
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this ancient capital of Choroffan, and the
whole province, from the tyranny of foreign-
ers; but he was much dreaded, though he
did them no harm. Thefe atchievements
performed, he wrote to Shach Tachmas, and
after having given him an account of his ra-
pid progrefs, he declared, that he was one
of the moft faithful {fubjeéts which his Maje-
fty had, and that he was ready to come and
aflift his Majefty with 6oco as brave troops
as ever Perfia bred, providing the Shach would
pardon all bypaft errors committed by him
and his men. The poor Shach had only
Choroflan, Afhabat, and Mazanderan, who
acknowledged themfelves his {ubjects; the reft
of Perfia was torn from him by the Turks
Ruflians, and Afgans ; confequently he was
glad to get fuch aflitance. He agreed to all |
Nadir’s demands, who foon appeared before
his Majelty in Mazanderan.

The firft thing he performed was, to put
to death Fatey Ali Khan, the Shach’s princi-
pal minifter, and general of the army. Then
he carried the King into Chorofliin, where he
recruited the army in the year 1727. In
the year 1728, he was dignified with the ti-
- tle of Khan, and was appointed commander
in chicf of the Shach’s army; and a fhort
time after that, the King called him Tach-
mas Kuli Khan, which is, in Perfia, looked
upon as one of the greateft honours, to be

called- after the King. He got permiflion
from
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from the King to reduce the only city remain-
ing, which was fituated on the borders of
Choroffan next to Kandahaar, fcarcely two
hundred miles fouth-caft from Mefhed, cal-
led Herat. This he did without effufion of
blood, excepting that he brought the rebel
governor’s head to the Shach. Having re-
duced all Choroffan to the King’s obedience,
he got permiflion from the King to march his
army, confifting of about twenty-five thou-
fand men, well difciplined, towards Ifpha-
han, the metropolis of Perfia, againft the Af"
8ans, who had conquered all the fouthern
Provinces, and were commanded by Afhreff.
This Afhreff was acknowledged Shach of Per-
fia by the Turks: He was informed of the ra-
Pid progrefs of Kuli Khan, and was determi
Ned to feek him in Choroffan; but Kuli Khan
hﬂ\'ing perfuaded the Shach to remain in
‘horoffan, marched his army only to the ci-

¥ of Damgoon, and waited in the neigh-
ourhood of it for the Afguans; nor did he

rry long, till the Afguans came forward
8reatly farigued, and in a ftarving condition ;
OWever they were obliged to give him bat-
Y€t confiderable difadvantage, as Kuli Khan
Ad chofen his ground. He cut many thou-

ANds of the Afguans in pieces, and the reft

Made the beft of their way back again to If-
Phahan. This battle was faid to be fought
°N the 2d of O&ober, O. S. Upon this
8%d fuccefs the Shach gave him the com-
mand
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mand of his whole army, by conftituting him
beglerbeg, or governor-general of the great
province of Choroflan. It is faid, that Afh-
reff, with the fhattered remains of his army,
arrived in two days at Tzhiran, from thence
deftroying all the country as he pafled thro’,
he cooped himfelf up in Ifpahan.

Kuli Khan perfuaded the fimple King to
remain in Choroflan ; and he proceeded, in
the cold winter, through a ruined country,
by which he loft many of his troops, ftraight
to Ifphahan. Afhreff having fecured the ca-
pital as well as he could, went eut of the ci
ty and chufed a good ground,as he made no
doubt of foon feeing Kuli Khan ; nor was he
in this deceived, for he arrived on the 13th
of November, immediately attacked him, cut
upwards of four thoufand in pieces, and for-
ced the remains, in great confufion, to fly
into the city, where they did not remain
long; for in great hafte, having plundered
the royal palace and city, he caufed murder
Shach Huflein, and retired with all the yich
es, and the haram, or King’s women.

It is faid, that upwards of three hundred
camels were loaded with the treafures of the"
palace alone. ~ Kuli Khan foon entered Ifpa-
han, and deftroyed all the Afguans found
there, except a few who had been friendly
to the unfortunate Perfians; but the fury ©
the Perfians was {o great againft the Afguans

that they utterly deftroyed a very fuperb mat”
— {oleuniy
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foleum, built by Magund or Mahomed, the
founder of the Afguan monarchy in Perfia;
they Icattered his bones in the moft difrelpect-
ful manner, and built a public jakes in the
very place where the fepulchre ftood. So
{foon as Shach Tachmas had received notice
that the Afguans were fled to Schiras, he fet
out with his army, and reached If{pahan a-
midft the loud acclamations of joy, by the
{urviving number of the citizens.

Kuli Khan now marched to Schiras,where
he overthrew the Afguans the third and laft
time. They retired from thence on the 14th
of January 1730, in the night-time, the day
after their defeat, and divided into {inall com-
panies; but the ladies of the haram, and
much treafure, were recovered; and the Af-
guans were deftroyed either by the Perfians,
or the inhabitants, on their way to Kanda-
haar., Aflhreff bimfelf was murdered on the
road. The ladies and trealure were fent to
Ifpahan; but Kuli Khan marched ftraight a-
gainft the Turks,who probably did not fo very
foon expect a vifit from him. He routed Ab-
dallah Bafha, and took Hamadan and Ker-
mantha, Tavris, and Ardeville, into which
cities he placed garrifons. The Turks allo-
nithed at fuch rapid conquefts, begged a
truce, which was very readily granted; be-
caufe the inhabitants of Herat had revolted,
and, it was faid, had rajfed a great army.
-He loft no time in reducing thefe rebels, put-

Mmm ting
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ting their chiefs to cruel deaths, placing gar-
rifons in all ftrong cities in the province of
Choroflan; and all this he accomplithed in
the year 1730.

The Turks, not regarding the time of the
truce,took advantage of Kuli Khan’s ablence,
and marched great armies to the borders of
Perfia, againft whom the Shach went at the
head of twenty thoufand men, from Ifpahan,
in October, to Tavris, where he joined the
troops lett by Kuli Khan, and marched ftraight
overthe Armenian high hills, to fee the Turks.
He arrived in the neighbourhood of Erivan
with the remains of his army, much dimi-
nithed in numbers by famine, and the vio-
lent winter froft. The Turks watched his
motions, and made an ealy vitory, with
their (uperior forces, in the beginning of the
year 1731. The Shach’s army was beaten on
a brauch of the river Aras, in which many
of them were drowned. The Shach was a
fecond time unfortunate in the neighbour-
hood of the city Hamadan, which he loft,
with a great number of men. He retreated
from thenceto Cafbin; and concluded a peace
with the Turks in January 1732. Kouli
Khan having reftored peace to Choroffan,
placed ftrong garrifons in all the ftrong cities;
and having appointed his fon governor, re-
turned by flow marches, with a numerous
army, to If(pahan, wherc he waited on the

Shach
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Shach, and difapproved of his having made
peace with the Turks.

Under pretence of getting the Shach to
review his army, he perfuaded him to leave
the city ; and, after the review was over, en-
gaged the Shach to take a f{mall collation in
his tent, where he foon became intoxicated
either with liquor or drugs. In this condi-
tion he caufed him to be privately conveyed
to the gardens of Hazarjerib, there to be
confined under a ftrong guard of his Ufbeck
friends. He next got the prince of Perfia,
Abbas Myrza, {ix months old, fon of the
unfortunate Shach Tachmas, declared Em-
peror ; then he loft no time in fending the di-
Mtrefled Shach under a firong guard to Seb-
fawar, a ftrong city in Choroflan,

We have here an example of the moft
amazing changes of fortune, and of the
prolongation of thc miferies ot diftracted
Perfia, by the very caufe by which they
expeéted deliverance from diftrefs. In this
may be {een, what we have experienced for-
merly in our own country, how a bold, in-
trepid,determined villain,gradually overturn-
ed a mighty empire, underthe pufilianimous
adminiftration of a peaceable, good, caly,
Weak prince. The fequel will fhow, that
the miferies of Perfia are butin their infancy;
and that Kouli Khan proved a {courge of iron
Compared to the Afguans. The Afguans de-

: {troyed
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ftroyed fome ten thoufands of men, but Kou-
li Khan many millions.

No feoner was the young Abbas declared
Emperor, than Kouli Khan made all prepa-
rations for carryingona war againft the Turks
with vigour; but before he declared war, he
thought proper to fecure himfelf in the beft
and molft rational manner. He married the
aunt of the unfortunate Emperor, who had
been promiled to him. He conferred the go-
vernnient ot Choroflan upon his eldeft {fon,
Riza Kouli, and that of Herat upon his fe-
cond {fon Nezr Ali; his elder brother, Ibra-
him, was made governor of Tavris; and
Kerman was governed by his {econd brother;
next to them all oflices of truft were diftribu-
ted to iuch whofe fortunes intirely depended
upon him: But to put it as far as was poflible
out of the power of the Perfians, ever to ga-
ther head againft him, he deftroyed all claffes
of the ancient Perfian nobility, except a few
fools, and fuch as had fled from their native
country.

At the latter end of this year, he declared
war againft the Turksby a manifefto,which he
fent to the governor of Bagdat, Achmed Ba-
tha, letting him know, that he would f{oon
pay him a vifit upon the banks of the Tigris,
with an invincible army: Nor did he difap-
point him; for in February 1733, he retook
Kermaniha, and chopped off the governor ’s
head,in revenge for the murder ot Seffie Kou-
Ii Khan, a noble Perfian, whom the Turks

had
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had bafely murdered fome time before at Con-
ftantinople. Hethenappointed agovernorand
ftrong garrifon in this city, and marched to-
wards Bagdat: He drove all the Turks, who
were {ent to obftruct his palling the moun-
tains, before him, and imagined that he {foon
would become maiter of this great city ; but
in this he was much miftaken.

Achmed Batha was juftly elteemed one of
the wifeft bathas in Turkey. He managed
his affairs with fuch policy, that, though he
treated both the Turks and Perfians with the
greateft politenefs, he would fuffer neicher of
them to enter into the city of Bugdat. Kouli
Khan arrived near Bagdat on the toth of A-
pril; ‘and, as foon as was poflible, finding
that he could not take it by force, blocaded
the city, fo that none could get out. He
caufed build houfes for his army, to let the
Turks fee that he meant to deftroy them by
famine, which he undoubtedly would have
done, if Topal Ofman, one of the beft gene-
rals in Turkey, with a mighty army, had
not relieved them. The Serafkier Topal Of-
Man encamped his army at Kerkond, not far
from Bagdat, confifting of 100,000 men,
Where Kouli Khan paid him a vifit with an
army of feventy thoufand men, on the 18th
of July: The battle was extremely bloody on

oth fides, and the lofs was nearly equal ;

but the haughty Kouli Khan was for once
Obliged to take to his heels for his fafety. He
loft
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loit the battle, but little more; for Topal
Ofman acknowledged, that his great lofs of
men wounld not permit him to take any ad-
vantage of the victory. Amongft the wound-
ed he found the father-in-law, and nephew
of Kouli Khan, whom he treated with great
humanity, and fent to Kouli Khan with pro-
poials of peace. KouliKhan returned thanks
for the refpect he had fhown to his relations,
but faid nothing concerning the peace. He
had only reached Hamadan, when he wrote
to Achmed Bafhaw, governor of Babylon or
Bagdat, to let him know, that he defigned
early next year to pay himafecond vifit,with a
more powerful army than the laft. Of this
Topal Ofman acquainted the court of Con-
ftantinople,and begged that they would fend
in all hafte a great army, for his was redu-
ced much by the late battle, and the confe-
quences of it. It is faid, that he defired, as
he was old and infirm, that the Porte would
appoint another Serafkier to command the
army ; but to this they were altogether deaf;
however they augmented his army. One of
Kouli Khan’s fons having heard of his fa
ther’s defeat, marched an army to his affift-
ance, which enabled bim to pay Topal Of-
man a vifit fooner than he expected: Howe"
ver, Topal Ofman’s army was recruited 10
that it numbered at leaft one hundred thow”
fand men. On the 25th of O¢tober, the

Perfians attacked the Turks not far from the
former
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former place of a@ion, loft four thoufand
men, and retreated to their camp. On the
26th, they attacked them a fecond time,and
gained a compleat victory. The Turks loft,
itis faid, forty thoufand men, all their artil-
lery, arms, tents,and ammunition; but their
greateft lofs was Topal Olman, who was kil-
led. Kouli Khan caufed bury his body with
all the honours due to {o great a man, and
fo brave a general.

Kouli Khan having received advice, that
the governor of Schiras,Seffie Mahomed Khan,
had joined Mahomed Khan Balouche, a ge-
Neral who was fent into that province to raife
recruits for the army, who had rebelled, and
Proclaimed Shach Tachmas as their lawful
King. He loft no time; and though they had
an army of thirty thouland men, foon arri-
* ved in the neighbourhood of Schiras. Maho-
med Khan Balouche, poflefled himfelf of
fome paffes amongft the mountains; but Kou-
i Khan made no hefitation to attack him,
Both generals were brave: Had their foldi-
ers been any way comparable, it is thought
that Kouli Khan would have had great diffi-
Culty to have vanquifhed Mahomed Khan ;
but his cowardly foldiers no fooner heard the
thunder of Kouli Khan’s voice giving orders
o his men, than they took to their heels.
Mahomed Khan attempted, with a body of
chofen men, to pierce the heart of the bar-
barous Kouli Khan, but was prevented by

greater
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greater numbers, and obliged to fly: He was
taken by the Arabs, and carried prifoner to
Kouli Khan; where, to end the difpute, he
hanged himfelf. Schiras fell now an caly con-
quett; and Kouli Khan having put to death
the principal rebels, and pillaged the city,
returned to Ifpahan. During the winter he
recruited his army, and made all neceflary
preparauons toact vigoroufly againft the Turks
in the fpring.

The difference between the Dageftan and
Lefgee Tartars, I think isnot clear in anthors;
I therefore defire my readers to remember,
that I call the Dageftan Tartars, thote who
inhabit the hills between Derbent and Circal®
fia; and I call thofe who inhabit the hills
fouth, and louth-eaft of Derbent, all the way
to the north banks of Cura, Lefgee Tartars.
Early in the {pring of the year 1734, the'
Crim Tartars marched through part of Cif~
caffia, cither to join the friends of the Turks,
or attack their enemies amongft the Dagella®
‘Tartars, The prince Heflenhumburgh com-
manded a garrifon at Soulack, before Kizlaa®
was built, He, at the head of a few hutr
dreds of regular troops, denied the Crim®
Tartars a pa(ﬁge ; but they repulfed the
prince, though in fo doing they loft fom®
thoufunds of' theic number; and the Dagé”
fran Tartars fell upon them betore they hac
proceeded much farcther, and cut them off,

fo that they canld be of no fervice to the
- Turkse
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Tiirks. The Lefgee Tartars were affembling
about Cura. Kouli Khan fent his fon Nezr
Ali with a good body of troops, who drove
them back, and confined them to their hills.
Kouli Khan, however, fet out very early,
and marched by Tavris ftraight to Teflis, the
Capital of Georgia, with an army of at leaft
one hundred thoufand men. The Turks
this year made but a defpicable appearance,
flying before the victorious Perfian army e-
Very where: At laft Kouli Khan fat down
before Ganja, in the month of October, but
could not take it, though he was mafter of a
great train of artillery. A nobleman of the
family of my commander Prince Golitzing
Was envoy in Perfia, and happened to be in
the Perfian army. Though the Ruflians did
hot care to make war upon the Turks at this
time, yet it was their intereft to get the Turks
and Perfians to deftroy one another; where-
fore this Prince Golitzin made Kouli Khan
fenfible, that as winter was faft advancing,
he would not be able to take this {trong city,
defended by a numerous garrifon, without
the affiftance of good bombardiers, and a few
Mortars; the ule of which the Perfians, at
that time, knew little of. In fhort, the prince
Wrote to the governor of Aftrachan, coms
Manding him to fend three of his beft bom-
b‘ardiers. with bombs, and other ammuni-
Gon, to the mouth of Cura, where they would
be properly efcorted to the place where he
' Nan was.
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was. Thefe men were drefled exactly like
the Perfians, that the Turks might not know
them to be Ruffians. They arrived; and in
the night-time formed a battery in a conver
nient place, againft one of the ftrongeft bafti-
ons of Genja, where the Turks had fecured
their great magazine of powder. Early in
the morning the prince fent notice to Kouli
Khan, that every thing was in readinefs, and
entreated him to come, becaufe the bombar-
diers were ready to play off their mortars.
Kouli Khan anfwered,that fomething hindred
him from coming at that time; but added,
in a taunting manner, that they might begin
as foon as they thought proper ; that he would
be with them long before the baftion would
be much hurt by them: But in this he wa$
much miftaken; for the blowing up of the
baftion foon undeceived Kouli Khan, and
demonflrated that the Perfians knew little in
the management of artillery. Though Kou-
li Khan was glad that the baftion was deftroy-
ed, yet he was very forry that he had not
feen the operation.  The prince ordered his
bombardiers to take their reft; and when it
was night, he fent them, with a few propef
attendants, back to the fhip. This city was
taken that day, without any terms, and the
Turks were all made prifoners of war.

Next day Kouli Khan defired to fee the
men who had contributed fo much towards

his fuccefs ; in order, as he faid, to reward
them
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them properly ; but was much furprifed to
hear, that they were fent back to Aftrachan;
and could not refrain from chiding the en-
voy for it To which he anfwered, that
they had done what they were commanded
to do; and he had obeyed the orders from
the court of St Peterfburgh. Kouli Khan
fent a prefent to them by the envoy ; and
this affair was kept a fecret in Ruffia, that it
Mmight not irritate the Turks; nor would I
have mentioned it here, if I thought that it
could now pofiibly have any bad effect.

Kouli Khan finifhed this year’s operations
.l’.‘/ conquering all the open country belong-
Ing to the Georgians, and great part of Ar-
Menia ; and, laftly, by deftroying the great
Opulent city of Shamachee, and putting to
Cruel deaths the principal inhabitants, driving
the reft to the fouth-weft fide of Caucafus,
to build a new city, the fame I defleribed
formerly.

During the courfe of this year, (1735) two
Yemarkable events happened to the Perfians;
the firft was, their fending a {plendid embaf-
Iy to St Peterfburgh, to demand the refticu-
tion of the Perfian provinces which had been
Conquered by Peter the Great; in lien of
‘Which, the Perfians propofed to grant liberty
to the Ruffian merchants to trade through all
the empire of Perfia, free of all duties, or
My confiderations whatfoever ; and pro-
‘Mifed to affift the Ruffians againft the Turks,

if
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if they fhould make war againft them. This
they never performed, though they gave the
merchants a free trade. To thele propo-
fals the Ruflians eafily agreed ; becaufe thele
provinces were fo far from being advanta-
geous to the treafury, that they cofl them
great expences apnually ; add to this, that
they proved very mortal to the foldiers. I
was credibly informed, that Ruflia was ob-
liged to recruit their army in Perfia with for-
ty or fifty thoufand men annually. The
Ruffians, obliged to fuffer great hardfhips in
their march, both by fea and land, arrived
annually in Perfia when the rains and heat
were at the greateft, and when a variety of
dangerous delicious fruit were in their gred
teft perfection : Thefe caufes produced ma
lignant fevers and fluxes, which foon dim¥
nifhed their numbers. -

The next great event was, a very grea
victory which the Perfians gained over the
Turks, which threw them into the utmo©
confufion, and was the caufe of making
peace. The army which the Turkifh Seral”
kier Abdallah Couproli commanded, was by
fome faid to be eighty thoufand men ; P
others, which is very credible, it was faid ©
equal an hundred thoufand men. That %
der Kouli Khan did not exceed fixty tho"
fand ; but T was told it was fcarce fifty
thoufand men. The Perfians were oblig
to ufe ftratagems, of which Kouli Khan was
v : a gl.c?.li
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a great mafter. I fhall not follow the ac-
counts of others concerning this campaign,
which was {hort, but give the account of it
as I had it from Perfians, who were prefent.
Kouli Khan obferved the Turkifh army en-
camped in a valley, covering the earth like
locufts. He marched towards them, thro’
the defiles of the mountains in Georgia, to-
wards the valley called Arpakavi, where the
Turkifh army lay encamped, waiting for
fome ammunition, before they proceeded
farther into Perfia. ~ Upon the Perfian fide,
there was a hill covered with woods, except
in the middie. In this hill, which was nei-
ther high nor fteep, Kouli Khan caufed make
fome confiderable mines, and charged them
well with powder, When all was ready, he

ordered fifteen or twenty thoufand men to
march to the Turkifh camp, with the greateft

fecrefy, and fuddenly fall upon them in a
morning early, and then to retreat towards
his camp, which lay betwcen the Turks and
the before-mentioned hill : This they did
with great bravery, and Kkilled a very great
number of Turks. At firft they threw the
Turks into the greatelt confufion, until they
were fenfible that they were attacked by a
very inconfiderable number of the enemy,
which art laft forced the Turks to fly the field.
The Twks purfued, till they fpied Kouli
Khban in a great hurry, and feemingly in con-
fufion, firiking his tents, and fecking his

fafety
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{afety in flight: He retreated, however, not
in confufion, but with fuch refolute pru-
dence, that the Turks could not break his
men, nor get any {poil.  He fled over the
hill before-mentioned, clofely purfued by the
Turks : But on the oppolfite fide he made a
ftand, and began to thunder out his orders ;
which ftruck a terror in the moft refolate
Turks, who heard his dréadful voice,  When
the center of the Twrkifh army was march-
ing over the top of the hill, it blew up, and
buried many, and could not mifs te throw
the whole army into the greateft confufion,
efpecially when a body of twenty thoufand
men rufhed out from the woods, and attack-
ed their flanks with fuch refolution, that it
became no longer a battle, but a maflicre,
The feratkicr, and two more of the principal
bathas were killed ; upwards of twenty thou-
fand were taken prifoneérs ; and we were in-
formed, that only about eight thoufand were
conducted fafe to Cars by their batha Abdal-
lah: So that the Turks muit have loft in this
battle about fifty thouland men, befides the
prifoners, who, in company of many of the
inhabitants of Erivan, which capitulated, in
confequence of this vittory, were fent to
Choroflan; but the garrifon were permitted
to retire, according to the capitulation, to
Cars.

Kouli Khan this year recovered all places

taken from the Perfians by the Turks, and
obliged
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obliged them to make peace upon his own
terms : He protracted the conferences, how-
ever, till the beginning of next year, that is
to fay, till he was fenfible the Turks would
bave their hands full, war being declared by
them againft the empires of Germany and
Ruffia; by which means he could, with great
fecurity from the Turks, carry on his inten-
ded war againft the Indians.

' Early in the beginning of the year 1736,
the young Shach Abbas died ; and Kouli
Khan convoked the Perfian chiefs on the
banks of the Cura, the very place where our
camp was pitched, when on our journey to
Gilan. He pretended, that they were now
at liberty to chufea king: But they could
eafily oblerve, that he meant himfelf; and
that whoever did not act voluntarily, would
be in hazard of being put to death. They
therefore unanimoufly begged him to accept
of the Perfian diadem. He had no great
difficulty to accept of what he wifthed for.
Henceforth we are to call him Nadir Shach,
the name he chofe. At this time he de-
manded that none of them fhould fupport
or protect any of the family of their ancient
k'mgs, under pain of death, as rebels; and
that the diadem fhould be hereditary in his
family. Laflly, that they fhould not curfe
Omar, Ofinan, and Abubeker. To all thefe
Propofals they readily agreed, but only de-
lired chat the priefts might be heard ; becaufe

they
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they pleaded igriorance of what concerned re=
ligion. The chief priclt was againft any
alteration of religion, and fpoke warmly ;
but his oration was fuddenly ftopped by the
bow-{tring.

Now the Perflais have got a king much
worfe than any they ever had before. Let
s relate his unheard of cruelties, as briefly as
poflible, until deferved death puts a ftop to
his hellifh career.

He firft feized all church lands and emo-
luments, under pretence that their prayers
were not regarded by Heaven : Then he if=
fued out a declaration, ordaining, that there
fhould be no difference of religion between
the Perfians and Turks : Upon which joyful
occafion he fent an ambaflador to Conftan-
tinople, and went himfelf to Ifpahan, to pre-
pare for the conquelt of Kandahar.

Nadir baving fettled all affairs in peace
with the Ruffians and Turks, appointed his
fon regent of Perfia, in his abfence, and a-
bout the latter end of the year, fet out for
Kandahar. His army confifted, it is faid,
of eighty thoufand men ; and he gave orders
to fend another, lefs numerous, after him.
Huflan Khan, an Afguan prince, was gover-
nor, or rather prince of Kandahar, a great
foldier. He had an army of betwixt thirty
and forty thoufand men, and laid in great
ftore of every thing neceflary, expeéling 2

long fiege. Huflan Khan met the Perfians
amonglt
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amongf(t the hills, thinking to retard their
march ; but, after having loft about two
thoufand of his beft troops; he was obliged
to retire, and coop himfelf up in the city,
which was ftrong. The fiege began with
the year 1737. Nadir was determined to
form a blockade, becaufe he had no hopes of
taking fo ftrong a place without the help of
artillery, which was not to be brought eafily
through delart impaflable mountains. Huf-
fan Khan profered to acknowledge the Per-
fian government, and to fubmit to Nadir,
provided he would leave them, and not com-
mit any more hoftilities: But Nadir would
not agree to fuch propofals.  Forefeeing
that this fiege would take up much of his
time, he built houfes round the city, to let the
inhabitants {ee what they were to expect ; and
at the fame time ordered his fon to make war
againft the Ufbecks, left they might, as was
fufpected, aflift the Afguans; this his fon
Performed to his wifh, and returned victori-
ous to Mefhed. ‘

The Khan, however, made many {fallies
Upon the Perfian army, and carried into the
City many thoufands of their horfes, which
ferved them in the fiege, and, when ufelefs,
Were provifion for the garrifon.

Nadir had appointed his brother Ibrahim
8overnor of Georgia, independent of his fon ;
ad had ordered his fon to undertake no-

' Ooo thing
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thing of moment without his uncle’s advice,
in his abfence. The Lefgees bearing a ha-
tred to the Perfians, laid fiege to Shavran :
Ibrahim marched to the relief of this city,
but was killed. ~ The prince, being now free
of his uncle, ruled over Perfia in a moft bar-
barous manner, after his father was gone in-
to India. _

The Shach’s patience was at an end, by
the vigorous defence the khan of Kandahar
made, and therefore agreed to let him conti-
nue governor of that province, provided on-
ly that his army might be recruited with his
brave garrifon ; which was agreed to.

After having recruited his army, he march-
ed into India about the beginning of July
1738, being previoufly invited there by fe-
veral of the Mogul’s rebellious grandees. He
never declared that he intended any thing a-
gainft the Great Mogul, until he had pene-
trated far into India, and pafled fom¢
branches of the Indus. Some of the Omras
he conquered by arms, and fome by pre-
fents : And thus he marched forward, till be
arrived before the flrong city of Cabul-
The brave governor, Sherzih Khan, def'e}dcd
the city for one month, and killed many ©
the Perfians. At laft it was taken by affaults
and this gallant man, and his fon, with th_e
garrifon, were put to the fword, without di”
ftin@tion.  This city Nadir garrifoned with

hisown foldiers, as it is reckoned the key
into
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into India; in it he found great riches,
which enabled him to carry on his defigns a-
gainft the Mogul’s empire, and fecured him-
felf a [afe retreat, in cale he fhould be un-
fortunate.

The court of  the Mogul was in. great
trouble, at the report of Nadir’s rapid pro-
grefs : It was therefore refolved to oppofe
him with the royal army, commanded by the
Mogul in perfon ; but all was in confufion
in the Mogul’s army ; one day ordering to
march, and the next day ifluing out counter-
orders: And this muit always happen to be
the cale, when an abfolute monarch is a
weak man. But Nadir Shach was not idle;
he had loft many men in palling through the
narrow defiles, amongft the hills, by the in-
habitants of thefe countries : And if the Mo-
gul had been aflifted with able minifters, Na-
dir would certainly have fallen a facrifice to
their refentment: But he having become
poflefled of great riches, by the taking of
Cabul, was enabled to bribe them ; who at
lalt not only permitted him to pafs through
their country, but .recruited his army : So
that it was more numerous when he arrived
at Peifhor, than it was when he fet out from
Kandahar. Necir Khan, who was a brave
man, and true to his prince and country,
collected a fmall body of troops, and made a
fland amongi(t the hills, not far from Peifhor ;
but being overpowered by multitudes, he was

obliged
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obllged to retreat to Peifhor, where he ftaid
not long, but was taken and brought to Na-
dir, who made him his friend. Nadir foon
conquered Peifhor; and, no doubt, got fome
riches there. He was now diftant from Deh-
liec only between four and five hundred miles,
and had fome of the branches of the Indus
to pafs, and fome troublefome roads thro’
Lahor. 'lhe Mogul’s court continued in
confufion, and that infeted the whole em-
pire. However, at laft, the n'npeua] army
marched, with four hundred picces of can-
non. In the beginning of December they
encampcd in the neighbourhood of Dehlie.
It is reported, that the Mogul’s army con-
{ifted of two hundred thoufand fighting men,
befides a great number of elephants. The
Perfian army, it is faid, confifted of an hun-
dred and fifty thoufand men, of different
nations ; but I fpoke with a Perfian, who
was prefent at the action, Aga Mine, and he
faid, that the Perfian army was not an hun-
dred thoufand ftrong. :
Nadir having paffed the Indus, he hefita-
ted not to attack the Monrul’s army, and
foon defeated it. The Monul was made
prifoner, but treated with de‘mence, and e-
very thing fell into the hands of the viéto-
rious Perfians. This battle was fought a-
bout the middle of February, and the two

Emperors met in a pavilion, appointed by
Nadir,
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Nadir, on the r8th of the fame month amno
1739, to make a fham appearance of adjuft-
ing their differences, though every one was
{fenfible that the Mogul was obliged to fub-
mit to whatever terms Nadir pleafed to pro-
pole. On this occation Nadir canfed ereét a
pavilion between the two armies, to which
he went, and waited till the Indian monarch
was brought to him, very uncertain of his
fate.

The difpofition of Nadir was very well
known : Juftice and honour be little regard-
ed, and he was an abfolute fttanger to huma-
nity ; but it cannot be denied that he had
confummate prudence, and was naturally a
very great politician. His prudence and poli-
¢y were the Mogul’s {afety ; but, though he
gave out that he intended to {ave his life, and
let him remain Emperor of all India eaft of
the river Indus, yet no perfon can doubt
that this proceeded not from the regard which
he pretended to have for either his family or
perfon; though he might have fome regard
for one of the unfortunate and weak defcen-
dents of the great Timur Khan or Tamar-
lane, yet he could have little, if any, for the
Perfon of the man whom he had vilified and
ridiculed for his incapacity to govern his {ub-
jf&s ; nor would he have, at the fame time,
Promifed to re-eftablith the very man whom
he had declayed unfit to govern, if this had
ot proceeded from the fear of his own fafe-

Ly,
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ty, and that he judged Mahomet, for that
was the name of this Great Mogul, moft pro-
per to reign in India; becaufe if he had de-
ftroyed this man, and appointed any other,
it is evident, by fuch an impolitic behaviour,
he would have made many thoufands of e-
nemies through all India; the confequence of
which would have been, that he would have
had but a very precarious chance of being
able to return to Perfia fafely with the great
treafure he had already amafled, and what he
expected to get in Dehlie ; far lefs would he
have had any the fimalleft hopes of keeping
pofleflion of the new provinces on the weft
of the Indus ; whereas he was pretty certain
of executing all his plans by preferving the life
of this pufillanimous prince, and placing him
again on the throne. He feized, it is faid,
two hundred pieces of the Indian cannon,
the military cheft, and all the riches he could
get in the Mogul’s army. Having caufed
bury the dead, the number of whom was
faid to be near thirty thoufand, he gave liber-
ty to the living to return to their own coun-
“try, and prepared to fet out for Dehlie. He
proceeded to this city with great circum{pec”
tion, where he arrived on the 8th of Marche
Having fecured the Imperial family, he im-
mediately began to plunder the palace, and
the palaces of all the great Lords who werc
in Dehlie. The Perfian foldiers, on the 9th

of fame month, were fet npon by the inha:
bitants,
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bitants, and fome were killed. This was no
{ooner reported to the inhuman Nadir, than
he gave orders for a general maflacre of
the inhabitants, which were executed "with
the moft fhocking barbarity, {paring nei-
ther age nor fex: It lafted from morning
till late in the afternoon, at which time, it
was thought, the Perfians had murdered
two-thirds of them.

A ftop was at laft put to this, by the inter-
ceflion of an Indian Lord, called Nizam Al-
Muluck. Mr Hanway fays, that this maffacre
began at eight o’clock in the morning, and
ended at three in the afternoocn ; that twenty
thoufand women drowned themfelves in -
wells; and that a hundred and ten thoufand
of the inhabitants were murdered. It is ve-
ry probable that many more were murdered,
becaufe Dehlie is efteemed a very large and
populous city. I never could be rightly in-
formed about the number of them, nor in-
deed do I think it poflible to know, becaufe
they were all burnt or buried the day follow-
ing. One fmall part of the city was faved
at the interceffion of Sirbullind Khan an In-
dian Lord, who promifed to pay a very great
fum for their redemption, which was accept-
ed of. It is remarkable, that he caufed ma-
ny of the Indian women, who upon this oc-
cafion were brought before him, fuffer the
moft indecent barbarous treatment ; but the

Perfian
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Perfian - women were frequently treated in
the {ame manner.

Nadir, having made all hafte in collefting
the riches of India, at laft gave orders to
march from Dehlie on the 4th of May, after
having made a lafting peace with the Great
Mogul, and confirmed the fame by a mar-
riage betwixt his fecond fon Nezr Al Myrza
and the Mogul’s niece Cambarche. The va-
lue taken from the Indians is computed by
Mr Hanway as follows :

J ; Crores L. Sterling:
Jewels taken from the Mogul and Tndian Lords 2 § 31,250,000
The peacock throne, and nine others, alfo fe-
veral weapons and utenfils, all garnithed
with precious ftones - - -
Gold and filven plate, and money which Na<
dir melted down - - - -

9 11,250,000

30 37,500,000

Rich manufatures of many kinds - 2 2,500,000
Cannon, warlike ftores, furniture, and other
valuable commodities -« . 4 5,000,000

B

70 87,500,000

As foon as he arrived in the gardens of
Shalimar, he muftered his army, and four
hundred, fays Hanway, were mifling, only
fixty of whom were difcovered ; they no
{ooner arrived in his camp, than he ordered
their heads to be ftruck off. Aga Mine, my
principal informer about this expedition,could
give me no farisfactory account of the im-
menfe riches Nadir got here, but in general
faid, that it was altogether incredible, an.d

that he believed not one in the army coulﬂ
te
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tell the true value, except Nadir himfelf:
How Hanway came to know every thing fo
exactly, I leave to the reader to guefs ; how-
ever, he aflirms the following account :

¢ Nadir carried with him one hundred
and thirty writers, among whom were feve-
ral who underftood the finances of the em-
pire, of which he was particularly defirous of
acquiring an entire knowledge. He alfo ob-
liged three hundred ma[ons and builders,
two hundred (miths, two hundred carpen-
ters, and one hundred ftone-cutters, to en-
gage in his fervxce, in order to go into Per-
lia. His intentions were to build a city af-
ter the model of Dehlie, a draught of which
he carried with him, .

““ Befides jewels, gold, filver, and other
valuables already mentioned, he took with
him near three hundred elephants, ten thou-
fand horfes, and as many camels, of which
Mmany were loaded with fpoil Moft of the
gold and filver was melted into ingots, and
ﬂunn' over the backs of camels, horfes, and
mules, e,

By Mr Haany 5 compumtmn the trea-
fure alone would require five thoufand and
feven hundred camels, and two thoufand and
fifty horfes and mules to carry it, and the ar-
tillery and other warlike ftores would require
a much greater number. He returned to
Karnal, and pafled the Indus by the fame
Way he came into the country. He required

Ppp very
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very large contributions from the cities thro’
which he pafled. Lahore paid one crore, or
L. 1,250,000 Sterl. He experienced great
difficulty in pafling over the rivers, particu-
larly the Indus, and he was threatened with
ftill greater difficulties in pafling through the
defiles of the mountains on the weft fide of
Indus ; for the inhabitants of thefe countries,
which were yielded to Perfia by the Mogul,
aflembled in great numbers, in order to hin-
der his getting forward; and he was even
forced to negotiate with them for a fum of
money, which being agreed to, he paid them
ten lacks of rupees, in value of our money
L. 125,000 Sterling. As he was a long time
in pafling thefe rivers, a courier arrived at
his camp from the Mogul, demanding that
Nadir would return two favourite jewels be-
longing to the Sultana’s head-drefs. Thefe
could not be found amongft his riches ; but it
gave a handle for his plundering his generals
and foldiers of what jewels they had acquired-
It is certain, upon this occafion, that many,
{ooner than deliver them up, threw them in-
to the Indus. This was exceeding bad poh—
cy ; but his voracious greed blindfolded his
natural fagacity.

Having pafled the Indus, he direéted his
march to Peifhore, where he left a gencrﬂl
and a ftrong body of Perfians, though he ho-
noured his old friend Nacir Khan, and con-

firmed him in the government of it. He
continue
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continued his route towards Cabul, and on
his way fent off one of his generals to de-
mand fubfidies of the governor of Pekier ;
but Khudaiar Khan had aflembled forces to
‘prevent Nadir’s deftroying his country, and
indeed he obliged the Shach to be content
with a fmall prefent, and with his making
his {fubmiflion to him as his Emperor ; to
confirm the fincerity of which, he fent his
fon as hoftage, which was. the fame I took
notice of, who was fent with Ami Ruflan
Khan to efcort the Ruflian embafly.

Nadir having arrived with all his treafure,
fent it directly to his own hereditary princi-
pality Chalat, called, by Mr Hanway, Kalat,
where it was depofited, being the ftrongeft
part in all Perfia. I was told by many, that
he durft not truft the keeping of Chalat ei-
ther to Perfians or Tartars; but placed a
guard of about twelve thouland Georgians,
all Chriftians, natural enemies to the Perfians
and Tartars. Soon after Nadir’s death, I
was informed, that that gold and filver was
brought out of Tartary to the city of Oran-
burgh in Ruffia, and that the jewels were
fold in that city very cheap. It is not un-
likely that thefe Georgians made their efcape
from Chalat through the defarts of Tartary,
and carried with them great part of the trea-
fure from Chalat. It would have been very
dangerous for them to have travelled into
Georgia throngh Perfia, becaufe many ar-

mies
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mies lay in their way, and fome of them ve-
ry numerous ; whereas, though they might
by chance meet with part of Jean Beck Ba-
ter’s army, their body was very refpectable,
and no doubt well armed, confequently they
run lefs riftk by marching through the defart
into Ruffia, where they were in perfect fafe-
ty, and from whence they might return into
their own country at pleafure, or remain in
Ruffia, an empire who profefled their own
religion, a matter of no {mall confideration
to people in fuch circumftances.

Nadir, having taken all the neceflary mea-
fures to fecure as many of his conquefts as he
could, efpecially Kandahaar, which has ever
been efteemed the key to India, difpofed of

- the treafure in a fecure place, and fent the
bulk of his artillery to Ifpahan. He was now
at leifure to chaftife the Ufbeck Tartars, who
had frequently made great depredations up-
on the borders of Perfia, efpecially his favou-
rite province Choroffan, committed great
cruelties, and had carried many of the inha-
bitants into flavery ; and laftly, in his ab-
fence, had killed his ambaflador and beat his
fon the regent of Perfia : ‘He therefore deter-
mined to bring them under fubjedtion to the
crown of Perfia. Nadir marched at the
head of a vi€torious army, confifting of a-
bout fifty thoufand men, through the coun-
try of Balkh, which his fon had, in his father’s
abfence, reduced to the obedxence of Perfia,

ftraight
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{traight to Bokhara. The Prince of Bokha-
ra, or, as the Ruflians and Tartars call it,
Bochaar, immediately fubmitted his whole
principality to Nadir, who {pared his life,
continued him in the government of his
country, becaufe he {o readily {fubmitted, and
becaufe he is by the eaftern nations efteem-
ed a lineal male defcendent of Mahomet. He
took nothing from him but one of his daugh-
ters, whom he married, hoping to have chil-
dren by fuch a holy branch, and proceeded
to Khieva, by the Ruffians Chiva.  The
prince of this country met him and fought
him, but had the misfortune to be taken
‘prifoner, with many of his principal com-
manders, who were foon relieved from the
diftrefles of this world, by ignominioufly ha-
ving their throats cut. Nadir next proceed-
ed to the capital, where two Britifh people
were, viz. Meflrs Thomfon and Hogg, who
informed me of what paffed there.

Before I proceed any farther, I muft beg
leave to rectify a miftake of Hanway’s in
point of time. He fays, that Nadir left Kan-
dahaar, conquered India, returned, fought
the battle with the Uibecks, and {at down be-
fore the city of Chiva on the 8th of Novem-
ber 1739.  Mellrs Thomfon and Hogg fet
out from St Peterfburgh for Chiva on the
26th of February 1740, and arrived in Chi.
va, and were in that city when Nadir laid
fiege to it, and took it in a few days. Mr

Thomf{on’s
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Thomfon’s manufcript, which is in my pof-
feflion, fays, that the Shach fat down before
Chiva on the 8th November 1740, and it
could not be fooner, becaufe they left St Pe-
terfburgh in February 1740, and, as I for-
merly faid, it was in the year 1741 before
the governor of Aftrachan received advice
that Nadir had taken Chiva, and was ma-
king enquiry if there was any poflibility of
marching from thence to Aftrachan. Han-
way gives Nadir too little time to raife 0
great contributions, plunder fo many coun-
tries, and return to Kandahaar. I rather am
inclined to believe that Nadir did not {et out
from Dehlie until the 4th of May 1740. Mr
Hanway fays, that he arrived in Dehlie on
the 8th of March, collected fo much trea-
fure, tranfaéted much bufinefs,and committed
many pieces of cruelty both in the city and
at great diftances ; and all this he did in lefs
than two months, which every one will think
impoffible ; wherefore I believe that he ftaid
in and about the capital of India one year 4
leaft, becaufe I am certain he fat down be-
fore Chiva in the year 1740, which is pro-
ved by others.

In a very few days, the citizens bcggfd
for mercy, which was granted, except to the
principal people, who loft their heads for
their obftinacy.  The Shach appointed a go-
vernor, witlhra few foldiers, and retired t©
Chalat, to fee that his treafures were not em”

‘ bezzeled,
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bezzeled, carried with him into Choroffan
upwards of twenty thoufand Perfians, and
about thirty Ruflians whom the Ufbecks had
at different times captivated. T faw thefe
Ruffians arrive in Aftrachan in the year 1741,
a few of whom were captivated at the time
of the unfortunate defeat and barbarous
murder of Prince Bekovitch, whom Peter
the Great had fent into the Ufbecks country.

From this period, I propofe to write only
what I have reafon to believe true, without
tegarding the writings of others, which I am
Certain are very erroneous.

After the Shach had fecured every thing
as he thought proper in the province of Cho-
roflan, he marched to 1fpahan, where his pre-
{ence was very needful to re@ify many dif*
orders, and in particular thofe of his fon’s
adminiftration during his abfence. This
prince had committed many blunders in' go-
Vernment, and in particular had almoft ruin-
ed all kinds of commerce, fo that none
durft enter Perfia, except a few Ruflians,
Who alfo fcarcely could carry on any trade
with fecurity, becaufe the prince had com-
menced merchant gcncra], and confequ_cntly
None could buy or fell, except fuch as defpi-
fed his orders, which were but very few, the
danger being very great. Inthe year 1739,

¢ caufed murder the unfortunate Shach
Tachmas, or by others Temas (Mahommed
Huffein Khan perpetrated-this piece of villai-

ny)
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ny) in order to fecure the throne of Perfia to
himfelf, believing his father at that time to
be dead; for a report prevailed through Per-
fia that the Indians had rebelled, killed the
Shach, and defeated his army. At the Shach’s
arrival in Ifpahan; he upbraided his {fon for
all his irregular proceedings in his abfence,
and in particular for the joy, which it feems
he could not hide, that he exprefled upon
having been informed of his father’s death,
threatening to punifh him feverely, if he did
not fhow evident figns of a thorough refor
mation. LI

The Shach fent ambaffadors into Ruffia,
of whom I have already taken notice, and
alfo to Conftantinople with elephants and rich
prefents : But he was taken up this year in
quelling rebellions in the fouth, which he
{carcely had effected when he was informed
that the Ufbecks in Chiva had revolted, and
murdered the governor and all the Perfians
whom he had left in that country, and
were threatning to commence hoftilities 2-
gainft Choroffan. He therefore prepared t0
adt agamft them, and marched direétly to T
hiran in the beginning of the year 1741 : He
had fcarcely reachch'Blnmn when he was in-
formed that the inhabitants of Caucafus were
keeping his fubjects in Derbent, Shavrans
Shamachee, and Baku, in continual dready
and that if he did not make hafte to protf&

them, it was probable the Lefgzees and Da
geftan



PR AP B LOSY 489

geftan Tartars would ftarve them. He there-
fore marched his army diretly through Par-
thia, Cafbin, and Ardebill; or Ardevill, to
the banks of Cura, which he croffed upon
the bridge formerly taken notice of, and
from thence ftraight to the hills inhabited by
the famous Shimei, which, contrary to the
advice of his generals, he mounted with an
army of twenty thoufand men, and return-
ed with the lofs of fixteen thoufand, as has
already been faid. He marched from thence
by Baku to the north of Derbent, to guard
that city againft the incurfions of Ulimei, as
has already been taken notice of. Where-
ever he went, he left marks of unheard of
cruelties. At Derbent he blinded five hun-
dred men at once; and at the time he was
building caftles on the north fide of that ci~
ty, his eldeft fon was brought a prifoner to
him. This prince, it feems, fufpecting that
his father intended to ruin him, employed
fome unknown perfon to fhoot the Shach ;
but it was commonly reported, when I was
in Perfia, that he attempted to kill his father
Without any help, and wounded his hand,
but made his efcape, and was not taken till
the year 1942. Woodroof told me, that he
Was brought before his father, who upbraids
€d him for endangering the life of his king
and father. 7 he fon, without {eeming to be
Under the {malleft concern, upbraided his fa-
ther for bringing ruin and deftruction upon

Qqq the
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the kingdom of Perfia, and wantonly, with=
out the fmalleft reafon, murdering people
for his diverfion: Therefore, faid he, had I
a thoufand fathers, and every one of them
kings, and had I power, 1 would murder e~
very one of them, fooner than be a mean-
fpirited witnefs of the total deftruction of
Perfia. He faid he knew that he was to fuf-
fer death, and that his father’s fecuri-
ty depended upon it, he did not deny. He
therefore defired the Shach to put his defigns
in execution immediately. To this the Shach
replied, that he would not comply with his
requeft of putting him to death, but or-
dered his eyes to be cut out. I was in-
formed, that when this barbarous opera-
tion was ended, the prince undaunted-
ly flood up, and defired that fome per=
fon would bring his eyes to him, which
the Shach ordered to be done; then
he afked his father, What he intended next
to do to him? when the father anfwereds
that he intended nothing farther at that
time. The prince threw his eyes at the Shachy
and advifed him to eat them, or put them
into his wife’s a—e. It was judged that he
endeavoured to provoke his father to put
him to death ; but this be would not do. He
kept him and his fon, a boy of feven OF .
eight years of age, in whom he much de
lighted, not far from himfelf, and ordered

his tent to be placed behind his haram. It
was
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was reported in Perfia, that the cruel Nadir
mourned for this his feverity to his {on as
long as he lived.

Having already given what I intended to fay
about the barbarous Nadir, in my relation of
the events which happened upon the borders
of Aftrachan, I fhall add no more here,
but convoy him back to the Cura, with the
lofs, as was fuppofed, of one hundred thou-
fand f(oldiers, and of twice that number of
inhabitants, who were either murdered, or
opprefled to death by ways which ought not
to be tranfmitted to pofterity. It fhall be,
with me, enough to fay, that he caufed thofe,
who had no horfe or other beafts of burden,
carry upon their backs meal or barley to his
camp, from Gilan and Aftara, many of whom
dropped down on the roads for want ; for
frequently they had nothing to eat but roots,
fuch as thofe of the carduns Marie, which I
have feen them eat; and they have been,
when difcovered, cruelly beaten, becaufe, in
fo doing, they expofed the miferies of rich
Perfia ! From the Perfians, abfolutely aban-
doned, and averfe from all good, Ilearned to
know, that mankind, reduced to a barbarous
ftate, are fiill capable of inventing and
mulriplying many more different ways of tor-
menting their fellow creatures, than all the a-
Nimals which God created put together, even
fappofing you add to them the helps of all

the
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the devils in and out of hell. Never . did
mad ambition caufe fo much mifery to man-
kind as the infernal cruelty of Nadir - Shach
did to Perfia,. As an addition to what I
have related, he carried on war with the A-
rabs, and that he might do it the more effec-
tually, he projetted the fcheme of cutting
down timber in Mazandaran, and having it
tran{ported to Gambroon or Bandar Abafli,
in order to build fhips there. Much tim-
ber was cut down, and his miferable {ub-
jeéis were forced to carry fome of it far
in the country, where it was left at Veru®
meh; from whence it is fuppofed the opprel
fed people deferted their habitations, - for
none of it was ever brought to the Perfian
Gulf. At this very time, when a reafonable
man would have endeavoured to make peace
with all his neighbours, Nadir was keep-
ing them every where in a very uncertain
ftate ; for he threatened the Turks, though
they had given him no occafion to quarrel
with them. His threats, however, threw the
Ottoman Porte into great confufion, and
kept them in conftant alarms. At laft, in
February 1743, he left the neighbourhood
of Derbent, and dire¢ted his march for thé
plains of Mogan on the banks of the Cura
but his fon, with fifty thoufand men, was
encamped near Erzerum upon the borders ©

Turkey. He fent word to Conftantinoples
that
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that he intended to live in peace with them,
provided they would quietly deliver up all
thofe countries which formerly belonged to
Perfia, To this the Turks gave no anfwer,
but, feeing they could expect no peace, re-
folved to declare war, and ordered the horfe-
tails to be hung out on the walls of the {eras
glio, and their armies to aflemble near the
borders of Perfia.

The Perfians began hoftilities about Bagdat
and Baflora, cutting all to pieces they could
meet with, and {ent the hufbandmen, women,
and children flaves into Perfia. He, Nadir,
tried all the art of which he was mafter,
to perfoade Achmed Bafha, governor of
Bagdat, to fubmit to his authority. He even
{ent an ambaflador to him; but, though the
bafha treated the Shach with great politenefs,
yet he would not come to the point. The
Ottoman Porte were alarmed at the con-
duct of the bafha, and ufed all their art
to get him cut off ; but Achmed was fupe-
rior to both the Perfians and Turks.
Though he conftantly profefled him{elf to be
a trne muflulman, and fubject to the Grand
Signior, yet he would not permit any arm-
€d forces to enter Bagdat. This conduct
forced Nadir to fay, that Achmed was a great-
€r man than either the Grand Signior or him-
{elf. Nor can it be denied, that he was tru-
]3{ a very great man ; for, I have been cre-
dibly informed, that during the Perfian war,

and
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and after the death of Nadir, the Court of
Conftantinople never could decoy him from
Bagdat, and that at laft they were content
that he did them no harm.

At this time the Perfians rebelled every
where, the governors and beglerbegs, elpe-
cially on the fouth, took to arms. The ex-
iles in Choroffan fled from that country into
others, or kept themfelves, as it were, in hi-
ding places among the mountains.

At that time, as [ faid before, the Turks
fent a pretender to the crown of Perfia into
Caucafus, amongft the Lefgees: He gave
himfelf out to be a younger fon of the late
Tachmas Shach, and was received by thefe
people with open arms. They kept the in-
habitants of the Perfian fortified cities, as has
been faid, in continual alarms, and in a ftate
of famine s for they durft not go far with-
out their walls, but they rifked either their
lives or their liberties. They laid the fmall
‘province of Shirvan under contribution, and
conquered all who oppofed them. The Shach
having received repeated intelligence of this,
{ent his fon Nezr Ali Myrza at the head of 2
refpectable army, to put a ftop to their ca-
reer. The Lelgees met him at Cura, gave
him battle, but were conquered, and the poor
pretender taken prifoner. The Shach order-
ed to let the prifoner efcape, with fome tri-
fling punifhment, but caufed cut off the
heads of ' two hundred and eighty two of

their
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their chiefs, which were placed in the niches
of the pyramid formerly defcribed. This
was done in the beginning of the year 1744.

The rebellion in the fouth, headed by a
Perfian nobleman, Taghi Khan, who was a
good politician and an excellent foldier, be-
came very grievous to Nadir : However, he
fent a great army againit them, who foon de-
feated them. and took the nobleman and all
his family prifoners, and fent them ftraight
to Ifpahan, It was faid the brutal Nadir cau-
fed his favourite wife to be violated by a com-
mon f{oldier before his face, and himfelf to
be caftrated, with the lofs of one of his eyes.
Hanway fays, that this was done contrary te
his ufual regard to women. If I be rightly
informed, Nadir paid no regard to women,
but to fatisfy his defires for a time ; after
which, they had no more refpect paid to
them than his affes. ‘

What is very extraordinary, is, that after
Taghi Khan was recovered to good health,
Nadir conftituted him governor of Cabul ¢
I own, that what has been matter of {urprife
to many, hath not in the leaft {urprifed me ;
becaufe, before this happened, I imagine Na-
dir was mad; and it is well known, that
None can account for the actions of madmen ;
None likewife are ignorant, that at cer-
tain times madmen will at conformable to
the rules of right reafon ; and in this way on-

ly
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ly can I account for inany of the actions of
the Shach.

It was given out, that Nadir intended
to refign in favour of Shahrokh, his grand-
fon, by his eldeft fon, and a fifter of
the unfortunate Shach Tachmas, who had
fome time before this taken poifon, that
fhe might be free of the daily tormenting
thoughts of the miferable deftruction of the
ancient Seffie family, who had for a long
time filled the throne of Perfia; or elle to
avoid a more violent death, of which fhe
had daily many frightful examples of her
own fex, and alfo of her family brought to the
moft painful and fhameful deaths, which
man or devil could contrive, notwithftand-
ing all the delicacy which Nadir, accor-
ding to Mr Hanway, fhowed to the fair
fex.

Towards the clofe of this year, the Per-
fians and Turks came to an engagement,
and both declared themfelves to have been
victorious ; however, I imagine that the Per-
fians were conquerors, becaufe they maintain-
ed a great army during the winter in the

Turkifh dominions.

CHAP-
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CH A P. XXXII

A Continuation of the Hiflory of Nadir Shach,
with an Account of his Death.

ADIR, having reduced all the rebellions .

in Perfia, joined his army with that
commanded by his fon, near Erivan; the
{um of both, when joined together, amount-
ed to eighty thoufand men; but Mahomed
Bafha commanded an army of Turks equal
at leaft to one hundred and thirty thoufand
men. The Turks, about the end of July,
fought the Perfians, driving all their fiall
Parties before them, and continued their
march towards Erivan with a great train of
artillery. Nadir permitted them to encamp
without any moleftation, and drew fo near
them that neither could depart without co-
ming to blows: At laft Mahomed began the
work ; he fenct out a ftrong party to fkirmifh
with the Perfians, and then it came to a very
bloody battle ; and, notwithftanding that
the Turks were nearly double the number of
the Perfians, they were glad to retire into
their camp towards the evening, having loft
twenty thoufand of their beft troops, who
Were killed in battle, and fome thoufands
taken prifoners. Afier this victory, Nadir
8ot between them and Cars, on their own
Rrr borders,
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borders, and rendered it impoflible for them
to get any provifion, or any other affiftance
from Turkey. Thus hemmed in, the Turks,
in the night-time, between the 8th and gth
of Augult, were forced to leave their firong
camp, with all their tents and ecannons, and
formed a defperate retreat towards Cars. Na-
dir, ever watchful, fell on them, and killed
great numbers in their retreat, obliging them
to throw away all their baggage, and at
laft forced them, under all thefe difad-
vantages, to another battle, which was ve-
ry bloody: In fhort, the Perfians returned
victorious with five or fix thoufand prifoners,
and enriched with the fpoils of the Turks. Ma-
homed Bafha, with four principal command-
ers of the Turkifh army, were killed. The
Perfians brought the head of Mahomed to
Nadir upon the point of a {pear. By this
victory Nadir got pofleflion of all the artille-
ry, ammunition, military cheft, and bag-
gage, belonging to the Turks; and as their
principal Bafhas were all killed, the Turkiflt
foldicry who remained, being without prin-
cipal commanders, were mutinous, and very
unfit to aét any more this year againft their
great conqueror. Nadir had two horfes kil-
led under him in thefe two ations. But
though this victory was decifive, yet it pro-
ved of no other difadvantage to the Turks
than the lofs of fo many men, artillery, and

treafure; for rebellion was ready to break
out
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out through every province in Perfia, which
obliged him to remain on the borders. If
he had treated the Perfians with humanity,
and had not opprefled the whole empire with
taxes which' they were not able to pay, and
with (o many horrid and unheard of cruelties,
it is thought he would this year have been
able to have fhaken, if he had not fubverted,
the Turkith empire ; but,for thefe reafons,the
campaign ended with this battle.

The year 1746 was taken up in negocia-
ting a peace with the Turks, which at laft
was finifhed greatly to the advantage of Per-
fia ; and rich prefents were fent from one
court to the other. Towards the latter end
of this year, the Georgians would not {ubmit
to fo many indignities and oppreflionsas they
did in Perfia, but drove the Perfians out of
their country; and in the beginning of the
year 1747, when Nadir was going to cha-
{tife them, a formidable rebellion broke out
in Khirmania, on the fouth of Perfia. Thig
obliged him to march thither, where he re-
mained till the beginning of June, where
our Captain Poflet had an audience of him ;
at which time he was preparing to march
into Choroffan, and had built two great py-
ramids with rebels heads. Captain Poflet af-
fured us, that the one I have already taken
notice of on the Cura, was very inconfidera-
ble in comparifon of thofe in Khirmania.

Nadir
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Nadir was naturally barbarous; but laft
year, and this, he feemed altogether mad.
1t would be to little purpofe, and would take
up much time, to write of the mad actions
of which I have been informed; they are fo
many, and fo difagrecable to the minds of
men poffefled of humanity, that I forbear
mentioning them; only as a fample of the
reft,Imuft inform the reader, that, at Julpha,
near Ifpahan, he caufed roaft alive four of
the principal Armenian merchants, for having
bought fome rich horfe furniture belenging
to the former Shachs of Perfia. Of this I
was informed by a nephew to one of them;
who at the fame time begged of me to bring
~ his wite irom Julpha, if the embafly went to
Ifpahan, to Aftrachan, where he refided; for
which fervice he would have given the half
of his wealth: He beat even foreigners, to
whom he was formerly kind ; and put o-
thers to all kinds of deaths, juftas the whim
took him.

When he was in Khirmania, he ordered
his nephew, governor of Choroflan, a prince
extremely popular, and much beloved by all
ranks of people, to come to affift him with
part of his army againft the rebels. Ali Kou-
Ii Khan, for that was his name, having been
aflured by fome of his trufty friends, that his
uncle intended to murder him, declined, un-
der diverfe political pretences, to depart from
Choroflan; wherefore, when Nadir had van-
quifhed the rebels, he marched from Khir-

: mana
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mania towards Choroflan, of which he gave
notice to the Ruffian ambaflador, defiring
that he might meet him there. He had at-
tempted the life of his worthy nephew diffe-
rent ways; but having been hitherto unfuc-
cefsful, he fent his prime minifter, Mdyor
Khan, to Choroflan. with orders to {trangle
him. Some time before Mayor Khan left
the Shach at Khirmania,he had {ent orders to
Ali Kouli Khan, to ftrangle Mayor Khan as
foon as he arrived in Choroffan. Mayor
Khan, it was reported, was fo well beloved,
that the Shach durit not attempt his life in
the army. The Shach was jealous of them
both alike, and would have been very well
Pleafed if they had murdered one another;
but in this he was miftaken; for, at Mayor
Khan’s arrival, Ali Kouli Khan produced his
Uncle’s orders, and at the fame time profefled
the great efteem which he had for Mayor
han, Mayor Khan produced the orders
he was in pofleffion of, which ended in an
€clairciffement, a mutual regard for each
Other, and a confultation what was to be
one for both their prefervations.  Whether
Yayor Khan had {ufpefted the Shach’s de-
808 I fhall not fay, but he had fecured fome
rufly friends in the Ufbeck guards, before
¢left the army. The refult of their conful-
:i‘lons was, Ali Kouli Khan fent an exprefs
_the Shach to acquaint him, that every
thmg thould be complied with as he had or-
dered ;
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dered; but this meflenger had orders to treat
with the Ufbeck guards with great privacy.

When Nadir Snach had reachcd the con-
fines of Parthia, not diftant from Gilan 300
miles, his laft night drew near. Tive prin-
cipal officers of the guards, about one o’clock
in the morning of the ad of July 1747, en-
tered the haram with the greateft fecrely, and
at lait knew the Shach’s tent by a taper or
lamp burning in it. As they approached,
one of them tripped upon the cords of the
tent., This alarmed Nadir ; who, immedi-
ately {pringing out of his bed, got hold of his
fabre, and at one blow cut off the head of
the firft that entered ; he ftruck the next upr
on the top of the left fhoulder with fuch
force, that the fabre cut through the ribs,
and lodged in the {pine or back-bone; and
was there {o firmly fixed, that, before the
Shach eould get it difengaged, one of the af*

Mallins ftruck him a blow on the neck, which
brought him to the ground. He called for
mercy ; but they difpatched him, by cutting
his head from his body. They next buried
their friends, and carried out the head of Na-
dir, leaving the body in the tent, and retired
with great fecrefy.

Next day the miniftry having waited long
after the ordinary time of the Shach’s giving
audience, at laft agreed to euter the ha-
ram, where they found the headlefs trunks

The Perfians blamed the Ufbecks, who kept
guard,

¥
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guard, and the Ufbecks blamed the Perfians:
Upon which a bloody battle enfued, and
many were killed on both fides: But Nadir’s
head at lait being produced, they came to
an agreement. They next killed his poor
blind fon, and his grandfon. They were
not fatisfied with killing the women in the
haram, by ealy deaths, but ripped up their
bellies, young and old, princefles and flaves,
for fear, as they gave out, that any of them
might have been with child to Nadir.

Whether the above account is true or falfe,
I fhall not difpute ; nor is it of great confe-
quence: But I had it from two of our
interpreters by a Perfian, who was a {py
ff)r our ambaffador, and by twelve Arme-
Nian merchants, who loft their right eyes in
the camp, fourteen days before this happen-
€d, by orders of the cruel Nadir. I fpoke
With {fome of them ; the gentlemen by the
Cmbafly {poke with others; they all agreed
In one ftory ; and the above is the account
Which was given to our ambaflador ; nor
did [ ever hear of any other, except the cir-
Cumftantial, but very erroneous account which

d0way oives.

Thus fell the cruel Nadir, murderer of
Many millions, by a death too good for fuch
4 monfter ! It is truly furprifing, that in all

erfia, in the numerous armies which he
“ommanded, there was not a man found of
Valour and refolution enou gh to difpatch this
king
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king of cruelty long before; for I was
well aflured, that no man who approached
him was certain of his life one day. As for
honour, they had none to lofe; for he treated
his greateft men with {uch barbarous indigni-
ty, that the relation difhonours human nature.
Perfia groaned under the laft of their weak
pufillanimous princes of the Sefhie family ;
it was tormented with the-cruelties exercifed
on it by the Afguans ; but this well peopled.
empire, in deftroying other nations, by the
help of Nadir, was rendered a defart : And
what he had not effected before his death,
has been accomplithed to the full by his bar-.
barous fuccefibrs.

Nadir Shach was a man of a great fize,
and ftrong builc: He had a remarkably
ftrong voice. Mr Thomfon affured me, that
at the diftance of fifty paces, he heard him
articulately ; for no ftranger at that time was
permitted to approach nearer him. In the
time of battle, when he extended his voice,
it is faid, that it was heard and well diftin-
guifhed amidft the din of war; and that
frequently it ftruck fuch a panic into the
enemy, that, without feeing him, they fled
for very fear of the well known horrid
found. He certainly had a fingular and un=
common art in knowing mankind. Learn=.
ing he had none; yet he had a vaft mind,
and formed plans, the execution where?

{hook-
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fhook two mighty empires. He loved ftran-
gers, and loaded them with henours and
riches ; bat this proceeded altogether from
natural policy. It is not eafy to account for
his barbarity ; nor for the hatred he bore to
Perfia, the country which gave him both
riches and dominion, the two great objects
of his ambition. I {carcely can think that
prudence and {agacity had any {hare in fuch
conduét ; for, confidering that he had extir-
pated all the nobility, and men of any learn-
ing or education, and had fubftituted in their
places men bred up under him to blood, vio-
lence, and rapine, void of honour, honefty,
morality, or any kind of goodnefs : Men who
had it not in their power to learn any thing,
but by experience; becaufe few of them
could cither read or write ; confequently he
could not expect that fuch wretches would
fu.pport his offspring or relations after his
death, Thus it truly happened ; for, tho’
we nrade all hafte to leave Perfia, we were
informed of no fewer than feven competi-
tors, fome of whom I remember to have
heard then mentioned. Ibrahim Khan put
out the eyes of his brother Ali Kouli Khan :
Ami Ruflan Khan deftroyed Ibrahim, as alfo
a finith in Tavris, who was faid to have given
himfelf out to have been one of the Seffie fa-
Mmily, and had colletted an army of forty
thoufand men, and feized all the revenue

SI{Ff which
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which had been colleéted, and which was
very confiderable. It was reported, that
though Ami Ruflan Khan had obliged the
fmith, with a few of his followers, to feek
their fafety by the fwiftnefs of their horfes a~
mongft the hills, yet he carried alongft with
him all the treafure. Ami Ruflan Khan was
killed by another ; and this confufion conti-
nued as long as I was in Ruflia ; and pro-
bably Perfia is nothing elfe but a defart at
this day.

Such were the actions of Nadir Shach, and
fuch the confequences of them. 1 have gi
ven as fhort and as clear an account of his
birth, actions, and death, as I could collect
and which I really believe to be near the
truth. I, no doubt, could have faid much
more ; but either thought it not neceffary,
or elfe did not believe many flories which I
have been told.

Quid valet hic mundus? Quid gloria ? Quidvt

triumphus ?
~Poft mortem fumus, pulvis, et umbra_fumuse

CHAP
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C H A P. XXXIIIL

Being a fhort Account of whar 1 know of the
Britifb Perfian Trade carried on through the
Empire of Ruffia.

“HIS f{ubject naturally proves more
troublefome for me than any other in
* this book ; but juftice, as will be {een in the
fequel, requires, that I fhould here impeach
the living, and vindicate the injured dead.
Captain John Elton, an Englifh gentle-
Mman, had ferved fome years in Ruffia in the
Yank and with the {alary of a {enior captain in
the fleet; and was fent into Qranburgh to
fuperintend the planning out of that then in-
fanc colony, and to reprefent the advantages
Which Ruffia might naturally expet from
A rich country, and the proper places for
huilding fortifications to protect the indu-
f}rious planters from the depredations and
lucurfions of the different barbarous inhabi-
tants which barder upon it ; the moft potent
of whom were ruled by a prince known by
the title of Jean-Beck-Bater ; who, it was
faid, could bring into the ficld an army of
A0 hundred thoufand men, and who fhewed
10 great friendfhip for the Ruffian colony,
Ut took every opportunity to annoy and
diftres them, not only in the field, but kept
the
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the city and garrifon of Oranburgh in conti-
pual dread. At fuch a time, and for fuch
reafons, Captain John Elton was fent there,
under the infpection of the fame Vafely Ni-
kititch Tatifhoff who afterwards was goves-
nor of Aftrachan; a gentleman who was
juftly efteemed one of the greateft knowledge
in the empire of Ruflia, as he was an able
politician, and had formerly tranfacted many
affairs with thofe untractable wild people a-
bout the borders of Siberia, to the fatisfaction
of the court of St Peterfburgh.

Mr Elton, in a few years, fettled his af*
fairs in fuch a way as gave great fatisfaction
to the privy counfellor Tati(hoff, and confe
quently to the court of St Peterfburgh
When he had finithed this bufinef, he re*
tired, and, by Mr Tatihoff’s intereft, got
his difmiflion from the fervice of Ruflia, with
a handfome prefent: And this he got the
more readily, as he projected a trade fro®
Great Britain into Perfia ; which he mad¢
appear would be very beneficial for both
Great Britain and Ruffia, providing it wa®
carried on with honour and regularity by
both nations. 3

I imagine it requires no great depth of
reafoning to prove this; if it be confidereds
that when he had laid before the court of 5¢
Peterfburgh the increale of their revenucss
and the fums of money which would be 2¢

quired by Ruflian fubjects in tranl'porti:lg
5 theé
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the Britith goods through the empire of Ruf-
fia and the Cafpian Sea ; and the great {chool
it would be to teach their merchants boors to
become good failors ; as Mr Elton had pro-
jefted, amongft other things, to build two
{hips, and have them commanded by Bri-
rons, carrying each fixteen common failors,
eight of whom were to be Britith, and eight
Ruffians. In fhort, his arguments were fo
jult and cogent, that the Britifh merchants
were charmed with the {cheme, and with all
their power {upported Mr Elton both in
Ruffia and Great Britain.  The Turkey
merchants were {o much alarmed at this pro-
jedt, that it is well known how much they
ftruggled againft it. They were right ; their
intereft was in danger: But the general
good of Great Britain being preferable to
their particnlar advantage, it went againft
them. Mr Elton having found the mer-
chants of St Peter{fburgh fond of this {cheme,
agreed with them upon the following terms,
viz, if he fucceeded in getting liberty for
fuch commerce from Perfia, Ruflia, and
Great Britain, they engaged to pay him part,
or all the expences to which he might be
- expofed in fuch fervice ; andthat they would
conftitute him head of a houfe to be formed
In Perfia, with a refpe@able confideration
from the trade. This I have been aflured
was the agreement. Upon which Mr Elton
{et out firlt to Perfia, in company with Mr

Mungo
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Mungo Greme, in the year 1739, where
he foon obtained all the encouragement which
he could expect from Riza Kouli Myrza, the
Shach’s eldeft fon, then regent in Perfia.
He left Mr Grzme ; returned to St Peterf-
burgh, and engaged Mr Finch to apply to
the court of St Peterfburgh ; who did fo,
and was fuccefsful in getting every encou-
ragement which the merchants and he want-
ed. Then he fet out for London, and ap-
plied to parliament ; who, notwithftanding
great oppofition from the Turkey company,
pafled an act in favour of the Ruffian com-
pany : And thus this affair ended, to the
great fatisfaction of all the parties concerned
in it.

At his return, he fhewed the merchants
of St Peterfburgh how neceflary it would be
to have a fhip or two built at Cazan, inde-
pendent of the Ruflian navy. The Cabinet
was applied to, and granted all encourage-
ment. Mr Elton fent off proper ‘perfons to
fuperintend the building of the firfl (hip,
and when fhe was near finithed, he went
with a large cargo of goods, and {ome in-
ftruments for building or repairing {hips,
which he conveyed fafely to Perfia in the
year 1742.

The trade, as has been faid, no fooner
was infured of all manner of encouragement,
than the merchants in St Peterfburgh quar-

relled, and at laft fplicinto two parties ; the
one
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one remained firm to Elton, the other fent
feveral fervants, who, as I have mentioned
formerly, went with me to Tzaritzin. They
no fooner arrived in Refhd, than they paid
great refpect to Mr Arapoff, Ruflian refident
there. Mr Elton, having had the honour to
ferve in Ruflia in the rank of colonel, would
not probably fubmit to any mean unbeco-
ming oblequioufnefs to Arapoff, who was
only a captain. Arapoff infilted on his be-
ing actually refident for Ruflia, and gladly
would have had fome part of the direction
of the Britifh trade. Mr Elton told him,
that he never fhould have any thing to do
in their affairs : That if the Britifh merchants
at any time fhould need his afliftance, they
might apply to him, and that he was obliged
to afl¥l them, by her Imperial Majefty’s ex-
prefs order. Thus, from finall beginnings,
things grew to a great height : And it was
both faid in Aftrachan, and believed, that
fome of Mr Elton’s countrymen, far from
making peace, rather acted in a very diffe-
rent character. The refident threatened Mr
Elton ; their fervants took part in the quar-
rel. At laft one of Mr Elton’s {ervants was
ftabbed by one of the refident’s fervants,
Who at the fame time was deprived of one of
his ears by Flton’s. Both fought fatisfac-
tion : None was given. The refident arm-
ed his foldiers; Elton armed his failors.
The refident threatened to affanlt Mr Elton’s

houfe
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houfe with his cannon ;3 Mr Elton immed:
ately ordered two picces of cannon to be
brought from the fhip for the defence of it:
Arapoft’s fury fubfided ; but ftill he threaten-
ed revenge;, when any proper opportunity
fhould offer.

At laft an order was brought fo Refhd
from the Shach, commanding an embargo
to be laid upon the fhipping at Enzilee, and
Mr Elton to load provifions for the ufe of his
army at Derbent. Mr Elton, having fe-
cured his houfe, loaded and lafely tranfport-
¢d provifions to the port of Derbent. He
no fooner fent his mate on fhore, whom Mt
Hanway calls Captain Woodroof, than poor
Woodroof was almoft beaten to mummy by
a party of Perfian foldicrs, headed by a liew
tenant colonel, infligated thereto by the Ruf*
fian conful, who was advifed of every thing
which happened at Refhd, by his fuperior,
the refident Arapoff. Mr Elton no fooner
had fet up a tent on fhore, to defend him~
felf from the heat of the fun, and the incle”
mencies of the weather, than he was attack
ed by armed men. They were repulfed wit‘h
lofs, and a ftronger guard appointed for his
fecurity, until all the provifions were fafely
landed. When this work was finifhed, Mf
Elton went to the camp, to receive payment
for his fervice, and lodge a complaint againﬂ:

the government of Derbent, for permitting
himy
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him to be infulted, particularly when he was
" {o very ferviceable to the Shach’s army. He
received payment, and the colonel’s ears and
nofe were cropped off, after he had been fe-
verely baftinadoed.  The Shach ordered him
to be put to death, after he had fuffered
this punithment ; but, by Mr Elton’s inter-
ceflion, his life was granted to him. Howe-
ver, the Shach ordered that he fhould keep
watch forty days over the bodies of fome
men, who were executed, and lay expofed
on the ficlds, to prevent birds from perch-
Ing upon them, upon pain of death. The
Shach, upon this occafion, obferved to Mr
Elton, that he would be in great danger from
the Ruflians; but that if he would accept of
the office of fuperintendant of his marine,
and alfo {uperintend the building of a few
l'hips, he could be in no danger; becaufe,
at a]] times, he would be guarded by a re-
{pectable body of Perfian foldiers, who fhould
~ Nave orders to give quarter to none who da-
ted attempt fuch villany. Mr Elton agreed
% the Shach’s propofal, and immediately was
tloathed with a coat of honour, called caf-
an ; and was farther honoured with the ti-
Ue of jemacl Beck, fignifying the Lord with
t?“f pleafant countenance. Orders at this
Yime were fent into all the provinces of Per-
13, acquainting every perfon how much Je-
Mael Beck was efteemed by the Shach, and
What powers he had intrufted him with ;

g R com-
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commanding, that all his fubje(ts (hould take
notice of this order, and pay the refpects
and obedience due to Elton, threatening the
fevereft punifhments, if any durft aét in op-
pofition to them. Upon this occafion the
Ruilian refident and conful were threatened,
and all others, who fhould dare in the leaft
to moleft Jemael Beck.

The above account I had from different
people, and allo from Woodroof, and believe
it to be true. Let impartial judges deter-
mine, whether Mr Elton was to blame;
and whether what he did was not for his own
prefervation. T at this time was the only
Britifh fubje@ in Aftrachan who could in-
terpret Mr Elton’s letters to the governofs
and am certain, that what I now write 18
true. Though Mr Elton might have had
fome pique at particular perfons, yet he evef
behaved with propriety, in regard to the
Britifh trade in general, which, upon all 0¢
cafions, he protefted and encouraged to the
utmoft of his power. He was known to b€
a man of honour and courage ; and though
he underftood that fome of his countrymen
took very indifcreet ways of hurting his cha:
rafter in Ruflia, yet he never once calle
fuch to an account for their bafenefs ; b""f’
in his letters to the governor, argucd his
caule with great {pirit and freedom : So that
many times 1 thought proper to give mor;

mild interpretations than the captain coul
defign-
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defign. At fuch times, he was obliged to
fpeak of the unworthinefs of his enemies ;
but this he did in a very {uperficial and ge-
neral manner. None can deny, who knows
any thing of thefe affairs, that the captain
unqueftionably had power to have caufed
punifh any merchant in Perfia, without be-
ing obliged to give any reafon for {o doing,
any farther than that it was his pleafure, and
becaufe he was of opinion fuch deferved it :
But the very great love and refpect he bore
to his country, and efpecially to the trade,
which he looked upon, with great juftice, to
be altogether a child of his own, reftrained
him from any action, which would in the
leaft hazard its profperity ; and for this very
reafon he often relieved the people, whom he
knew to be his enemies, when unjultly, or
too ignorantly, attacked cither by the Shach’s
fervants, or any other. Of this I could give
Mmany inftances ; but I fhall confine mylfelf
to one, as an example of his greatnefs of {oul.
One named Caffels, born in Pruffia, whofe
father was a Pruffian, and his mother an
Englifh woman, gave himfelf out to be an
Eﬂgliﬂmmu ; and, by virtue of the liberty
which was granted to the Britifh {ubjects to
trade through Ruffia and Perfia, by the court
of St Peterfburgh, went to Perfia in the year
1743, expecting fome poft or employment
from Captain Elton, with whom he had been,
Mmade acquainted when the captain was in

Oranburgh,



'516 VOYAGES anp

Oranburgh. The captain, however, would
not encourage one of Caflels’s difpofition or
incapacity, and Caflels would not accept of
fuch terms as the captain thought proper for
him. Caffels was a man of the moft violent
paflions, quite ungovernable; very many
inftances of which I could give, which my |
defign hinders me from doing. Caflels, in
his fury, obferved no moderation ; neither
juftice nor honour could lay the fmalleft re-
ftraint upon his aétions. He was {fo much
tranfported with rage, at being fo unexpectly
difappointed, that he applied directly to the
Shach, and accufed Elton of crimes by which
he might have rifked either the lofs of the
Shach’s efteem, or fuffered fome remarkable
difgrace. Mr Elton, with great compofure
and calmnefs, made the Shach fenfible of his
innocence,and alfo of Caflels’s madnefs ; but
pointed out the true caufe ; which, as I {aid
before, was his being dilappointed in get -
ting a poft under him, for which he was not
qualified ; letting the Shach know, that b¢
was only bred a painter : That he, (Eltons)
was of opinion Caflels had never been upon
the fea, except betwixt Aftrachan and Enzr®
lec.

The Shach was convinced by this, that
Mr Elton deferved all the truft he bad
repofed in him; and would have ordered
Caflels to be baftinadoed, if Mr Elton had

not interpofed, and protetedhim. Mr Elt{?‘:
; ; i
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did not reft here ; but advifed the Shach to
employ him as his painter. The Shach or-
dered him to paint eight pictures, and
make them as like as poflible.  Caffels
engaged for a price, and fixed the time when
all fhould be ready: But Caflels, enjoying a
great falary, and judging, that when the
pi¢tures were ready, his falary would be
withdrawn, was in no hafte to finifh his
work. In fhort, he fpent fo much time,
that the Shach, having fent {undry meflages
for Callels to bring the piétures, at laft or-
dered him to be brought to the camp with
his performances. When he was brought be-
fore the Shach, he took notice of his breach
of promife ; and alfo, that though the pic-
tures had fome refemblance, they had many
faults, and looked all younger than one which
Caflels had prefented to the Shach formerly.
Caflels forgot himfelf fo far, that, it is faid,
he, upon this occafion, treated the Shach with
fuch indignity, that he ordered him to be
ftrangled ; which would have been put in-
ftantly in execution, had not Mr Elton inter-
pofed, and obferved to the Shach, that a
mad man was not accountable for his a¢tions
or behaviour; and that ill reports were fre-
quently carried very far, and loft nothing in
Yehearfing : That the Shach wanted foreign-
€rs, both for his fleet and army ; but an ac-
tion of this kind would infallibly put a ftop
to any but madmen from coming into Per-

ﬁac
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fia.. Thefe and many other reafons, which
the captain made ufe of, faved the life of
this madman. I fhall take it for granted that
this fingle inftance of Mr Elton’s behaviour
is fufficient to prepoflefs the mind of the
reader with a notion of Caflels’s madnefs,
and at the fame time evidently fhow that Mr
FElton was a good man, and fuch as I have
defcribed him. From what I have related,
it is evident that Mr Elton had it in his
power, at once to have cruthed any number
of his enemies ; but for the reafons I have
given, he was reftrained from any fuch
mean action, though at the fame time he
was very fenfible that his enemies, whom he
defpifed, would not have behaved {o to
him, had they been in his place.

Such conduct of the Britith {ubjedts a-
monglt themfelves, could not fail to deftroy
the Perfian trade. The Emprefs granted 2
liberty for them to build fhips for tran{port-
ing with expedition their own goods, but at the
fame time fhe refiricted them interfering with
the trade of her fubjecls, or from freighting
any goods except their own : But no {ooner
did their fhips arrive in Perfia, than they
tranfported goods for Armentans and others,
which was formerly done by the Ruffians,
not only from one Perfian port to anothet
but alfo to the port of Aftrachan: By which
means, acculations were daily f{ent to St
Peterfburgh from the conful, refident, and

Ruflian
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Ruffian merchants, alfo from the port of
Aftrachan in relation to the barbarous treat-
meint their failors met with on board the Bri-
tith thips : Many inftances of which I could
give.

Mr Hanway is {urprifed that Mr Elton did
not return home when he had good offers
from the merchants, and a fafe pafs from
the king of Great Britain. Mr Hanway is
furprifed at many things, the caufes of which
he certainly knew Better: -1 unluckily was
not {urprifed ; Captain Elton I am convin-
ced, revered, honoured, and would have o-
beyed the orders of his late Majefty, or his
ambaflador extraordinary at the court of St
Peterfburgh, if he could have done either
with fafety, or honour.

At the very time that the king’s letters of
fafc paflage were fent to Perfia, Mr Elton
was threatened, if ever the Ruffians could
lay hold on him, to be impaled, not by a
mob, but by the principal people in Aftra-
chan. I have been prefent when fuch cruel

threatenings were publithed in open com-

- pany, little regarding the king’s letters,
which were {poken of at the fame time with
no great refpect.  Mr Elton had proved the
merchants honour effectually ; he had weigh-
ed it, and he efteemed it extremely deficient;
if’ that had been of full weight and value,
it would not have furprifed me if the Bmlfh
trade had been carried on at this time, not-
with-



520 VOYAGES avno

withftanding all the confufions of Perfias
The hiftory of their trade, which I have al-
ready given is {ufficient to prove this, The
Ruffians and Armenians carry on a trade at
this time, and why could not the Britilh,
the moft fincerely beloved foreigners in the
empire of Ruflia? Whereas all that the Ar-
menians can get is purely from pity which
the Ruilians have for them, and from the
profit they bring to the empire by their ob-
fequious diligence. The Englith ufed to
reprefent their affairs in the different offices
in Aftrachan in too ftrong terms, and a-
greeable to  treaties, threatning if they
were not complied with. The Armenians
uled to apply in the moft {ubmiffive manner,
becaufe they could ufe no other, and they
fupported their fupplications, and brought
them to anfwer their ends by fums of money
rightly given.

I imagine none alive can tell exadtly the
terms agreed upon betwixt Nadir Shach and
Mr Elton ; but it is natural to fuppofe they
were for a certain number of years, not as
yet expired: Could honour or honefty then
permit Mr Elton to break through the fa-
cred ties of engagements at the defire of the
merchants, ftrengthned by the king’s let-
ters of fafety, {upported by paffes through
Ruffia, even {uppofing they had been fign-
ed by the Emprefs’s own hand ? No ; fuch

things might be done by men void of both
honefty
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honefty and honour, but Captain John El-
ton could not do a dirty action. When
the Perfian government was at laft annihilat-
ed, Mr Elton, rather than truft his perfon
to the Rullians, refolved to make his retreat
through Perfia, where, it is faid, he was
murdered. This laft refolution is enough
to fhow how little he could truft to the ho=
nour of the exafperated Ruflians ; a fhort
account of his ations, as far as I know, I
imagine, will not be difagreeable to the
reader.

Mr Eiton married in Ruflia, immediately
before he went the laft time to Perfia, a pret-
ty young woman, by whom he had a daugh-
ter. His wife died foon after his arrival in
Langarood, the place where he built fhips
for the Shach ; but his daughter was living
when we were in Perfia. It has formerly
been obferved that the empire of Perfia was,
at the death of Nadir, thrown into univer-
{al convulfions. The day we left Refhd we
heard an irregular firing of cannon from
Langarood, which is not very far diftant from
Enzilee, and were informed before we left
the coaft that it proceeded from the follow-
ing caufe. Mr Elton, having been made
certain of the Shach’s death, and unable to
get direftions from any, how, upon fuch a
Conjunéture, to behave, refolved to go on
board a fhip of twenty guns, which he had
built, and remain there in fecurity till he
: UTuan faw
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faw how affairs would turn out. He accord-
ingly fent all his baggage on board : But
when he went to bring off two pieces of can-
non, and fome ammunition, which was left
at the houfe, he was fuddenly furrounded
by a great number of Perfians, who threat-
ened his life. He tried what ealy means
would do, but all his arguments proving a-
bortive, he at laft determined to defend him-
felf as long as he could, and fent an ex-
prefs, who arrived at Refhd, charged with
an account of his danger, to Culipha. He
with a few fervants killed many of the re-
bels, but at laft was unfortunately fhot thro’
the arm ; this difmayed his attendants, and
the lofs of blood rendered him incapable of
giving proper orders, or keeping his men
to their duty. In this condition he was
taken prifoner ; and when the rebels were
deliberating what punifhment to inflit upon
him, for having, as they fuppofed, advifed
the Shach to build fhips, which was the
ruin of that part of their country, an ex-
prefs arrived from Culipha, who begged of
the rebels to take great care of Mr Elton,
letting them know that the building of fhips
was determined by all the grandees of Per-
fia, and was not owing to Mr Elton ; that
though Nadir Shach was dead, yet the king
of Perfia was not dead, and as it turned out
afterwards, he aflured them that Ali Kouli
Khan wastheking of Perfia,and was marching

a grcat
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a great army direclly into their country, to
protect the provinces of Mazanderan and
Gilan, and the fhipping, for which he had a
great value. He further gave them to know
that if any harm was done to Mr Elton, the
Shach would not fail to extirpate all the in-
habitants, and caufe fow their habitations
with fale.  This had the defired effect, they
immediately fet Mr Elton at liberty, and, in
the moft fubmiflive manner, begged that he
would forgive what injury had been done to
him,

How long Mr Elton remained in Langa-
rood after this I never could learn, nor
what became of his only daughter: It was
reported before T left Ruffia that he difpofed
of any bulky value he had, and bought up
diamonds and other jewels, and refolved to
travel through Perfia to Gambroon, where
he was in hopes of getting a paflage for
England, or at leaft fome place of more
fafety to live in: But we were told that he
Was murdered on his way to I{phahan. Whe-
ther hig daughter, who was an infant, (hared
the fame fate, I could never learn,

Having given as fhort and candid an ac-
Count of Captain Elton as I could, T fhall
Only add, that animofities increafed amongft
the Britifh as long as their trade eontinued.

hat the court of St Peterfburgh honeftly
€t them know that their trade could not be
‘ontinued, accompanied with fuch confu-

{ion
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fion amongft themfelves, to the evident
hurt of the Rufhans, and therefore gave
them fufficient warning to difpefe of their
goods to the beft advantage, and withdraw
in fafety. It has already been fhown that
they would not follow this advice, but tar-
ried in Perfia to the evident danger of their
lives, and lols of very great value to their
employers, and when the fate befel them,
which every fenfible perfon could eafily fore-
fee, they blamed their benefator, who fa-
ved their lives, and as much of their employ-
er’s money as he could, and the court of St
Peterfburgh paid them the value of their
fhips, which no merchants in Aftrachan
would buy : So that when we arrived in Al
trachan I was informed that'a total ftop was
put to the Britith trade. To fuch a pitch of
madnels their animofities and jealoufics
grew, that when I did any fervice to on€
party, I was blamed by the other, although
I am certain 1 never received the neceflary
expences I was at, far lefs any premiun-
One hogthead of Malaga was the only pre-
fent I ever received for having negotiated
their affairs from the beginning of the year
1742 till Mr Thomfon’s arrival, and alfo for
having pled their caufes fuccefsfully with
the governor and others.

CHAP.
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C'H A-P. s XXXIV.

Concerning - what bappened in  Aftrachan and
Ruffia till our arrival in Mofcow.

OTHING uncommon happened daring

our flay in Aftrachan, except that the
widow of Lieutenant Glafsford, an Englifh
woman, born in Ramfgate, was keptin Af-
trachan by the governor with her two chil-
dren, under pretence that, as the father had
embraced the Ruflian religion before his
death, the children fhould be educated in
the fame, and, until the mother complied,
the ftupid governor infifled that they fhould
not be permitted to depart from Aftrachan,
neither fhould fhe receive one farthing of her
widow mone¢y for her fubfiftence. Mr Glafi-
ford commanded the port at Earkee, was
there taken ill of a malignant fever, and
died.. Two or three days before his death,
when he was delirious, and did not know
his wife, the Ruflian prieft rebaptized him in
the Greek religion, and this gave a power-
ful handle to a weak headed governor to
threaten, and opprefs a poor widow with
her orphans. Mr Thomicn had done every
thing in bis power, before we arrived, for
the help of the unfortunate widow and or-
phans.  They told me every thing, and 1
: applied
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applied to the prince, who fpoke to the go-
vernor and affured him that if he obflinately
perfifted in detaining them, that we were
determined to lay the affair before his Ma-
jefty’s ambaflador the late Earl of Hyndford,
who, exclufive of his public character, was
much efteemed at that court: This had the
effect, fhe was let go; but the obftinate
foolifh governor would not caufe pay neither
her widow money, nor her hufband’s falary:
But Mr Thomfon and I helped her forward
to St Peterfburgh with her infants in all {afe-
ty, where I faw her in the year 1748, and
received my fleeping waggon in which fhe
was tranfported : But at that time fhe had
not received her widow money ; however
as I was pretty well known in the admiralty,
I obtained that for her, and with the help of
my brother, got her fent to England. The
above I have written to let ftrangers fee the
danger widows and orphans are in after the
the deceafe of their huibands, or fathers,
efpecially when' at a diftance from the
court, and alfo what tricks priefls praﬂi{'e
upon men when delirious : And, though in
fome countries the priefts would be feverely
* punifhed for fuch villany, yet in Ruffia, un-
lefs things be altered fince I left it, it is
quite otherwife. This is not all, for tho’
the perfon thus impofed upon, recovers, yet
it is dangerous for him to profefs the reli-
gion he was taught, and deny the Greek re-

lig.lon:
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ligion, fo bafely impofed upon him, when
he was non compos ; witnefs the account I gave
of Mr Wells.

Whilt we ftaid in Aftrachan, we were in-
formed of Ali Kouli Khan’s being declared
Emperor ; of his arrival in Mafanderan ; of
his regreting the ambaflador’s departure ;
of his having fent to Refhd rich prefents for
him, and alfo for the gentlemen of his reti-
nue, which were returned to him fince we
were gone from thence ; of his defeat, and
his brother Ibrahim’s being declared Empe-
ror; of Ibrahim’s defeat by Ami Ruflan
Khan ; and of many more troubles in Per-
fia.

The court of St Peterfburgh were not fa-
tisfied with the prince’s return, without the
Emprefs’s permiffion ; but it became more
mild, when informed that we had no proba-
bility of getting provifions to fubfift upon :
That if we had not that very time left the
country, we muft have ftarved ; befides, our
men were, dying daily, and f'ew remained a-
live: That this was the opinion of every one
of us, who figned it in Refhd. We were
very uncertain about our ftay in Aftrachan,
and were afraid that we would be fent back
early next year ; but the continued confufi-
ong of that diftrefled kingdom freed us, as
thall be taken notice of.

At our arrival we found in Aftrachan the
late Shach Nadir’s merchant, whom he had

fent
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{ent into Ruffia with a valuable cargo of fiik;
to be difpofed of, and with the proceeds to buy
up fuch goods as the Shach wanted. He was
on his rcturn, I fay, with a valuable cargo
of European goods, and much treafure ; but
the government of Aftrachan fcized as much
as completely indemnified the lofles which
the Ruflian merchants had fuftained in Per-
fia Dy robbery and otherwife ; and the poor
fellow contented himfelf to remain in Aftra-
chan, and live upon what was left.

As we were very uncertain of our fate, I
wiflied much to fee my wife and my child;
wherefore [ wrote her often, and, as we had
good opportunities by careful couriers, beg-
ged fhe would come to Aftrachan. She
made many excufes, and, when winter fet in,
I gave over all hopes of fecing her there. At
laft, on the 14th January 1748, I received a
letter from her, telling me, that, the weather
being very fevere, fhe could not venture with
the child ; wheretore 1 endeavoured to put
up with what I could not help ; and, in order
to drive difagreeable thoughts from me, went
to hunt in the defart.  Next morning, be*
fore day light, a {oldier came into my cham-
ber, and told me, that fhe was in Aftrachan,
with her fon, both in good health ; which was
true.  She told me, that the reafon fhe had
written me as above, was what fhe then
thought ; but the day after, a captain with 2

{inall command waited upon her, and aﬂu{i
re
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red her that he would pawn his life for her
fafety on the road, and this determined the
fudden change.

Mortals are all fhort-fighted, and fo it hap-
pened to me ; for I {carcely bad furnifhed a
houfe, when orders arrived that we fhould
march to Mofcow, and there wait the Em-
prefs’s pleafure. No time was to be loft; the
winter at Aftrachan was near a clofe. This
order was received on the 2d of March, and
I was inftantly obliged to fell off every thing
at great lofs. We departed from Aftrachan
the laft time on the 3d, and arrived in Mof-
cow fafely on the 23d of the fame month.
Nothing happened remarkable, except that
the ice being very rotten, we had almoft loft
a lieutenant in the Volga.

At Tzaritzin the prince told me, he was
refolved to go by poft ; but, becaufe it would
be inhumane to caufe me go with him, he per-
mitted me to come with my wife, convoyed
by the command. Having faid this, he fec
out directly, and we flaid in Tzaritzin all
night. Next morning we fet out very carly;
the day was exceflively cold, with a very
high wind, and my people had not been
very allive, fo that my carriages were a-
mongft the laft. The fnow, after travelling
a mile or two, was very deep, and confe-
quently many f{tops and delays were made
l)y the foremoft {ledges, fo that we made a
-Very flow progrefs.  Secing this would con-

XXX tinue,
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tinue, I ordered my carriages to drive paft
the others, which was done with difficulty,
occafioned by the deep untrodden {now :
However, at laft we got foremoft, and drove
on to the middlemoft caftle formerly taken
notice of.  Our fecretary followed me, with
whom I agreed in company to leave the com-
mand at this place, and drive as expeditiouf-
ly as we could. Though the other officers
imagined that fuch a ftep was irregular, 1
perfifted, becaule the prince had left me
purely on account of my wife and child,
who run the rifk of being frozen to death
through the delays they were obliged fre-
quently to make. The paymafter {aid that
he could not anfwer to give us any travel-
ling charges ; but the fecretary and I had
money enough, and doubted not that our
charges would be paid in Mofcow.

 Thus we left them, and travelled day and
night with changes of horfes, till we arrived
~in Mofcow, only two days after the prince:
After we pafled the laft Coffack village, and
before we launched into the defart, we agrecd
to have a good dinner for us and our wives
who were feldom accuftomed to fuch hard
labour and fcrimp provifions. After dinner,
we took a few glafles of generous wine, and
then marched fix miles through woods. We
had not travelled very far in the defart, when
my wife difturbed my reft (for I was fallen

into a deep fleep) and told me, that the pfi?‘
pie
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ple had loft the road, and were afraid that
they would be all frozen to death. I fent for
them, gave each man a glafs of (pirits, and
defired them to unyoke one horfe from each
{flodge, mount them, and ride round the
fledges, at fuch diftance one from the other,
that they might hear one another call, hoping
by this means, that we probably might find
out the trodden path: They did fo, and
found out the poft-houfe, which was not di-
ftant half a mile from us; but the wind
was {o high, that the poft people could not
hear us call from where our fledges were.
Though this poft-houfe was both very dirty
and fmall, yet I imagine none of us ever en-
tered a palace with fuch pleafure. The men
were {o well pleafed, that they brought my
fleeping {fledge into a place which was not
expofed to the fury of the wind, fo that next
morning we were almoft ftifled with heat,
which proceeded from the fledge being buri-
ed in fnow.

At our arrival in Mofcow, I was made
welcome both from the kindnefs which that
illuftrious family had for me, and allo be-
caufe one of the prince’s fons, who was na-
med Michael after his father, a great favou-
rite, was very ill of a fcorbutic cough, which
the phyfician Dr Boenni called a confumpti-
on, ‘and which gave them all great uneafis
nefs, The family were at dinner when we
arrived, and the princefs acquainted me with

her
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her fon’s diftrefs, whillt we were eating.
When I had taken a fnatch, I went to the
room where he lay, and, after examining e-
very fymptom, afked him, Why he lay in
bed, and why the room was dark ? He an-
fwered, fo the do¢tor had ordered, but that
he was able to rife, and gladly would fee
day-light. I muft fay, fuch pradtice furpri-
fed me very much ; and without hefitation X
opened the windows, and helped him on
with his cloaths, without giving notice to any
of the family ; at which the princefs was
greatly alarmed when fhe entered the room;
but when I had fatisfied her that fuch ma-
nagement could not fail to verify the doctor’s
prognoiticks, who had faid that he was incu-
rable, fhe was pleafed. Next day 1advifed
him to take exercile in a clofe vehicle, and,
by proper medicings in a few weeks, reco-

vered him to his former ftate of health.
Molcow is a populous and rich city, and
there are in it many wealthy noblemen and
gentlemen, who ecither are employed about
civil affairs, or are permitted, after having
long ferved their country, to live at their
pleafure.  Merchants alfo refide here. If it
had been poflible for me to obtain my dif-
charge free of all fervice, I could in a very
few years have made a good fortune in Mol-
cow, as the common merchants never offer-
ed lefs than a ruble for a vifit, the nobility
never lefs than two, and, when any cure was
performed,
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performed, over and above that, they never
failed to make me a handfome prefent ; but
it was not my fortune to get my difcharge,
though I tried all the poflible ways.

There are in Mofcow fundry apothecaries
fhops, the principal one belongs to the Em-
prefs. It is an immenfe pile of buildings,
where all kinds of medicines are prepared tor
the army and fleet, and alfo for the public,
as in it may be had all the medicines uled in
Europe ; and altho’ they are coftly, they may
be depended upon for their being honeftly
prepared.  The other fhops belong to pri-
vate people, but, as was faid formerly, they
are as much under the direction and infpec-
tion of the medicine-chancery as that belong-
ing to the Emprefs. If any grofs miftake
was to be committed in any of them, they
would be certainly forbidden to prepare me-
dicines ever after. No apothecary is permit-
ted to attend and prefcribe medicines for any
fick people. The medicine-chancery juftly
think that they cannot be properly qualified ;
befides, the bufinels of an apothecary, well
employed, is {ufficient for one man ; if they
practife that of any other, it is next to im-
poflible but they muft fall into errors ; either
the patients will be negleéted, much impofed
Upon, or their fhops will be left to the care
?f their fervants, from which much mifchief
15 juftly to be dreaded. -

¥ was
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I was not long in Mofcow, till I got an
invitation from my old commander Privy-
counfellor Tatifhoff, to go and vifi: him in
his folitary village, diftant about feventy
verfts from the city ; but, confidering that
at this time he was a ftate prifoner at large,
I confulted with the prince, whether it would
not be dangerous for me to attend him.
The prince faid, that there was no danger
to one of my profellion to vifit any prifoner,
unlefs forbid by order of Court. I therefore
went and ftaid one day with him. I was
charmed with his way of living, though he
was very much diffadisfied that he was not
permitted to go to court. He was employed
in writing his hiftory in a room next to his
bed-chamber, in fome diforder; for books
and inftruments were lying in confufion on
the floor, {o that he had only a paflage thro’
among{t them to the table where he wrote.
In two years time he had beautified this place,
built a good houfe of timber, and laid out 2
garden on a ground which declined from the
houfe to a marfhy ground to the fouth. A¢f
a certain neck of ground below the garden,
he had built a ftrong wall, and formed a lake
above a mile in length, and furnifhed _if'
with variety of fith. At one corner of this
wall he built a mill, and on the top of the
wall he had made an iron-grate, of no great
depth, but very long, to prevent the fith from
making their efcape when the water was Ve~

ry
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ry high by great rains. In fhort, he had, of
a country villa, made a little paradife. The
counfellor was extremely kind to me; and
profered me any reafonable {fum of money,
if I would live in Mofcow, that I could fee
him frequently. I told him that T was ufing
all my intereft to get that effected, but was
very uncertain whether I would fucceed.
He doubted it much, and railed againft the
government, concerning which I put him in
remembrance, that it was dangerous for any
one to hear him, and begged that he would
refrain from fuch difcourle, or elfe T conld
not continue my vifits with any fafety. He
promifed to do fo, but was fo much cha-
grined, that it was not in his power abfolute-
ly to forbear. He told me nothing of his
own affairs after he left Aftrachan: but I i-
magine it will not be difagreeable to the rea-
der to be informed of what I was told by o-
ther people.

When he arrived in Mofcow, he pretend-
ed ficknefs, and reported the flate of his
health to the fenate, who ordered the phy-
ficians there to vifit him, and report whether
he was fick, and what was his difeafe. They
attended him three days, and he rewarded
them nobly for their trouble.  Ac¢ laft, how-
ever, they reported that he had no other dif-
eafe than a cachexy, which was incurable, as
his conftitution was worn out. The fenate
ordered him to chufe any of his villages, not

near
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near any great city, and immediately to make
his repair to that village, and live there till
farther orders ; and alio to report to the fe-
nate when he had obeyed thele orders. Mr
Tatifhoff was no coward ; he did not relifh
thefe orders ; he loft no time in getting rea-
dy; but in place of retreating to his village,
he drove by fome by-roads ftraight to St Pe-
terfburgh, with an intention to throw himfelf
at her Majelty’s feet, to implore her mercy,
and grant him juftice againft his enemies.
The truth is, that the whole fenate were a-
fraid of him ; and it is believed, that if he
had been fo fortunate as to have been ho-
noured with the Imperial prefence, he would
have made his follicitations at leaft good for
himfelf. He arrived fafe in St Peterfburgh,
drefled himfelf in the livery of a hayduke,
and walked towards the palace ; but, in the
way, he, notwithftanding his difguife, was
known by one of his enemies, {eized, and fent
to his village with a party of foldiers, where
he remained raving againft them until he di-
ed, which was in the year 1750. :
During my ftay in Mofcow, I vifited him
frequently, and he never failed to make m¢
happy with fome prefent of a book or curi-
ous inftrument, over and above a handlom¢
fee. This year two-thirds of the city of
Mofcow was burnt to the ground ; and on€
day, in the month of June, asI was at Prince

Golitzin’s table, a fire broke out in the neigh-
bourhood
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bourhood of his houfe, which, before the
next morning, confumed that houfe and a-
bove two thoufand more. My wife had been
in danger of having mifcarried eight days
before this happened. The houfe where I
lodged was diftant from where the fire broke
firft out about one-fourth of a verft, fo that
any may confider the anxiety I was in for the
fafety of my family, and for that of the good
prince ; however, I was necellitated to retire
to take care of my own. When I entered
the room, I defired fhe would not be alarm-
ed, and told her that a fire had broken out at
a confiderable diftance, but that prudence
required fhe fhould rife and make bher retreat
to a garden at fome diftance belonging to the
Prince ; that all our baggage, except what
We immediately made ufe of, was fecured in
a vaulted cellar under ground ; that for fear of
the fire I had bought a cart, which was in rea-
dinefs, and that I had hired another to carry
off all our baggage from the houfe to the
garden. At this time I was happy in ha=
Ving an honeft fenfible man-fervant, to whom
I could truft all thefe affairs. I therefore
Mmade the beft of my way on foot with my
Wife, {fupported by a maid and myfelf, and
A {oldier carried my fon flraight 1o a gate
Near where we lived. Any may confider
the danger we were in, in pafling the ftreets
at fuch a time, in fuch condition; for coaches,
Chaifes, carts, waggons, and dragoons pa-

Yyy trolling
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trolling to prevent robbery, and keep good
order, made it very dangerous ; but the fire,
though on the other fide the wall, was ma-
king a horrid and rapid progrefs, and, if we
had {taid, we muft have been burnt to death.
If we had gone farther into the city, the con-
fufion was the fame, and none could tell
when, where, or how the fire would ftop.
At the gate the confufion was at the greatefl;
however, it pleafed heaven to preferve us,
and grant a paflage, which, though danger-
ous, ended in our fafety. We no fooner had
got free of this imminent danger, than we
entered into a broad fpacious ftreet, which
was almoft deferted by the inhabitants; there
we reited upon the firft ftairs we faw, and
the people in the houfe obferving our drefs
to be better than common, entreated us t0
enter the houfe, and ferved us with a glafé
of wine, which was never before this {fo need*
ful. Thus, in about two hours time, W€
reached our tents fixed in the garden by the
care of my brother, who was killed after-
wards at the Havannah. I was there inform”
ed that the prince’s houfe was burnt down t0
the ground, and that my fervant, as I had
directed, took my horfe and ftrong cart t0
the good prince’s affiltance; that he being 2
remarkable ftrong horfe, and the cart large
and new, they packed many pieces of the
beft furniture on the cart, and one of the
prince’s fervants, officioufly, took the ma~

nagement
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nagement of the horfe from my fervant, who
knew him, and in driving out of the gate he
whipped the horfe, who, not ufed to fuch
difcipline, run off, broke the cart, and al-
moft every piece of the furniture, and almoft
killed the man. I was truly forry for this
ill news, the furniture was very coftly, being
of the beft materials and workmaufhip which
England could produce.

I waited upon the princefs and her chil-
dren, who had retired to a very homely
room in their gardener’s houfe. She was in
great diftre(s, but contented herfelf with
thankful acknowledgments to divine provi-
dence that all their lives were faved, and that
things were no worfe. I went to the place
where the houte ftood, and found the prince
as black as any coallier, whom I perfuaded
to go to the garden for fome refrefhment
and reft. I then went to my lodgings, and
found the houfe ftanding fafe, but all the
houfes about it were burnt to the ground.

At my arrival in Mofcow the policy ap-
Pointed me a lodging in a ftone vaulted
houfe which had not been inhabited this win-
ter. We had like to have been all f{uffoca-
ted, of which I happened to be telling the
Prince the day following at dinner, A gen-
tleman, related to the prince’s family, and ve-
vy rich, was prefent : He faid, that he had a
Very great Gothic building of flone, at no
8reat diftance ; that none had inhabited it

fince
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fince his father’s death ; and it was reported
in Mofcow that it was haunted ; but added,
that if I would venture to live in it, I might
with great fafety, for there were three good
rooms and a kitchen daily kept in order, and
well feafoned; and that as he had fome ftores
and granaries in other rooms, he kept thefe
in order, and fometimes dined with his fami-
ly there. I returned him many thanks for
his kindnefs, afluring him that I was afraid
of no goblins,and that the foldiers, who were
appointed by me, and I would probably give
a very good account of any who might at-
tempt to difturb us in the night time. Iim-
mediately repaired to that houfe, and lived
in it till forced out by the fire, but I foon re-
turned, and lived in it till I went to St Pe-
terfburgh.

C. H A PorRXEXXV.

Concerning my Fourney to St Petersburgh, wh?
paffed there during my Stay, and my Retur
zo Mofcow.

N the latter end of July, I received an or
der from the famous Count Leftoig to 8°

to St Peterfburgh, and there to wait the 01"
ders of the medicine-chancery. 1 loft n°
time in getting ready, and arrived in St Pe-

terfburgh in eight days. The firft thin%‘cll
i
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did after my arrival, was to wait upon Count
Leftoig, whom I never had feen before this
time, and return him thanks for having con-
defcended, ‘agreeable to my petition, to. or-
der me to come to St Peterfburgh.  He was
at this time under a cloud, and it was thought
could not ftand it long.  Count Beftucheff
was his great enemy : It {eems they never
had agreed fince their difference, which hap-
pened about the nature of the punithment of
the ladies and gentlemen formerly taken no-
tice of. At this time the court was at Pe-
terfhoff, but Count Leftoig was in St Peters-
burg, a bad omen that the Emprefs’s firft
phyfician fhould be at {o great diftance from
her perfon. We entered a garden in the
neighbourhood of the city, and were told that
the count was fithing at a canal ; when we
came near where he was, a fervant prevent-
ed our difturbing him.  This let me plainly
{ee what ftate he affumed ; becaule I take it
for granted, that, in no country, fervants
dare be infolent to ftrangers, unlefs their ma-
fters are either fools or fenfelefs. Strangers
conftantly receive marks of the greateft ho-
fpitality and politenefs from nobility, if their
education and natural faculties are anfwer-
able to their birth; but upftart noblemen are
feldom to be met with, who can keep them-
felves within moderation, or their attendants
and fervants in order. . We had not waited
long till the count made his appearance, and

very
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very politely defired us to walk with him to
his palace, where he treated us with a difh of
coffee. He {eemed to be a man of no learn-
ing, nor indeed curiofity. He was a well-
made ftout man, of a very bold daring coun-
tenance, much deformed with gurza rofea,
proceeding probably from a grofs conftituti-
on and continued habit of drinking for very
many years. The countefs was a very beau-
tiful young lady, and had been formerly a
lady of honour to the Emprefs. He afked
mé, What I intended to do? I anfwered, that
nothing could be fo agreeable to me as liber-
ty to return to my native country, putting
him in remembrance, in as ealy a way as I
could, of the many petitions I had preferred
to the chancery before I was fent to Perfia;
and obferved, that, as I had fpent my beft
days in Ruflia, and had centraéted a bad
ftate of health, I therefore hoped he would
permit me to return home. He an{wered,
that peace would foon commence between
Great-Britain, France;, and Spain, and, in
that cafe, I could not expet to meet with
the encouragement mentioned in the king’s
proclamation ; and therefore he thought it
more advifeable to remain in Ruflia: He
talked agreeably concerning my {ervice, and
added, that he intended to provide fome o-
ther place for the principal furgeon of the
fea-hofpital, and would appoint me in his

place, which is both profitable and honour-
able,
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able, being the firft in the fea fervice. 1
made him a bow, and retired.

The next vifit I made was to the late Earl
of Hyndford, who at that time was ambaffa-
dor from the court of Great Britain, and
highly refpected at the court of St Peterf-
burgh. I foon gained his friendfhip, and
retained itas long as he lived. It was by his
mafterly influence that the Ruflian troops
were ordered to march to our affiftance ; and
pity it was that they were ftopped at Prague.
They were a body of the moft complete
troops I ever faw, commanded by choice ge-
nerals. Nothing was fo difagreeable to them
as tobe ordered back without having feen the
enemy, except that they were not command-
ed by the late General Keith. I make no
doubt that they would have given a very
good account of the French ; for at that time
the French nation was not efteemed by the
Ruffians in general : They had not forgotten
the bale carriage of the Marquis Chetar-
die at the court of St Peterfburgh, and would
have exerted their efforts againft the French
army, as they efteemed the whole nation al-
together treacherous, void of honour, and
bafe to the laft degree. It was very dan-
gerous for the French, at that time, to walk
the ftreets of St Peterfburgh in the day-time ;
and if they had been known in the night-
time, if they efcaped with their lives, they
Would have been fent to jail ; whereas the

‘ Britifh



544 VOYAGES anp

Britifh wete every where carefled ; and this
was very much owing to the addrefs of the
late Earl of Hyndford. A few anecdotes
which happened at that court when he was
- amballador there, will, I hope, be agree-
able.

At his firft appearanee, there was fome
ceremony to be obferved which was not cu-
ftomary. Things having been at laft ad-
jufted, the day of his getting audience was
fixed. He was carried to court with the
greateft folemnity, as ambaflador extraordi-
nary and plenipotentiary from the King of
Great Britain. The Emprefs was ftanding
under a canopy, three fteps above the floor
of the hall, with her right hand upon a cu-
fhion. The Earl mounted the three fteps,
placed himfelf on the oppofite fide of the
table, put on his hat, and made a fhort
fpeech, and delivered his credentials into the
Emprels’s own hand, who gave them to the
then grand chancellor ; he took off his
hat, and made three bows at the foot of
the throne.  After this his firft ap-
pearance, he was one the lealt ceremonious
(except on public occafions) ambaflador that
ever appeared at the court of St Peterfburgh.
He would yield place, however, tono ambaf-
fador, except fromthe Emperor of Germanys
with whom he cultivated great friend(hip.
At his firt arrival in St Peterfburgh, he was
informed that the old ficld-marfhal prince

Dolgaruka
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Dolgaruka had been confined in Revel du-
ring the reign of the Emprefs Anne, purely
for the attachment and fincere efteem he
had, upon all occafions, declared for the
Princefs Elizabeth, now Emprefs; and that
in confequence of his fufferings, and of the
lofs of the greatei’c half of that noble ancient
family, the prince was held in the greateft
elteem by the Emprefs ; fo that whatever he
faid was a law, and fhe upon all occafions
called him father. To this nobleman the Earl
{ent his compliments, and invited him to din-
ner. In return, the prince exprefled his
{enfe of the honour which the Earl had done
him ; but begged to be excufed, upon ac-
count of his great age and infirmities; and
aflured him, that he would look upon it as a
great favour, if he would honour his table
with his prefence. This was precifely what
the ambaflador expected, and therefore ac-
cepted of the prince’s invitation. In the
time of dinner, the Earl obferved the prince
taking ftolen looks at him, and at laft
faw the tears trickling down the old man’s
cheeks ; wherefore he begged to know, If
he was the difagreeable caule of fuch figns
of grief? To this the prince anfwered, that
he was truly the innocent caufe of his grief;
adding, that he had a fon whom he much
IOVed who was unfortunate, with many of
his family, during the reign of the Empref;
Anne: That his fon was fo very like the
Lz Earl
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Earl, that whenever he looked at him, it
brought his {on’s misfortunes into his re-
membrance.  The Earl obferved, that,
now his fon was happy, he would take it as a
great honeur to be called bis fon ; and, at
the {ame time, to have the liberty of calling
him by: the honourable title of father, This
was agreed to by them both; and, from
fuch a wifling circumftance, the Earl gained
the prinee, who did him every fervice in his
power, which was compatible with the in-
tereft of Ruffia.

Soon after;this the army began to march;
and indeed nothing was too hard for the
Earl to obtain from the court of St Peterf-
burgh. I was told that he was {o much ma-
fter of pleafing, and making himfelf efteem-
ed, that he gained the refpect of the whole
Ruflian nobility. - The Earl, how.good fo-
ever, {till maintained his ftate,and would not
fuffer the. leaft encroachment ; for inftance-
He had a palace in the city; and a houfe
in the country, where he ufed to pafs a day
‘or two in the week with a few friends. A
{erjeant was appointed, with a body of fol-
diers, to take care of the houfe in the citys
and another ferjeant was ftationed at his
houfe in the country.

QOne day in the fummer-feafon the Earl
went, as ulual, to his: country-houfe ; but

was told by the ferjeant, that the Emprefs’s
: malter
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mafter of horfe had taken up his Lordfhip’s
ftables with the Empreis’s young hories,
- who, fome how, had wandered away from
the fields where they were feeding. The
Earl ordered the horfes to be {et out to the
fields.  This could not fail to make a great
noife.  The young horfes fcampered far a-
way, and many fields were by thein deftroy-
ed. The mafter of horfe, nettled at this,
determined to be revenged. The perfons
of ambafladors in Rufiia are held as facred
as thofe of their mafters ; confequently the
mafter of horfe had, as he thought, but one
way to gratify his refentment. - Lord Hynd-
ford’s country-houfe was fituated on the o-
ther fide of a bridge, where a {mall com-
mand of f{oldiers kept watch, to examine all
paflengers from the city into the country, and
keep order on the high way. = Either by his
own authority or influence, the maflter of
horie cauled thefe foldiers {top fome carters,
who were {ent to the Earl’s country-feat with
‘wine, and other provifions. The boors ha-
ving gone that way frequently, without any
‘moleftation or ftop from the foldiers, know-
-ng that they were employed by the Britifh
ambaflador, infifted on the right which am-
baffadors fervants had.  The {oldiers denied
that they were the ambaflador’s fervants, be-
caufe they were Ruflian boors. Thus from
words they came to blows ; and at laft they

: were
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were put under arreft. ~ This being reported
to the Earl, he went ta court, made his com-
plaint to the Emprefs, and infifted on fati{-
faction. The Emprefs, athamed of the ma-
fler of horfe’s folly, promifed every thing.
The Earl demanded, that the mafier of horle
fhould be fent to his houfe formally, to afk
pardon. The Emprefs infifted that he fhould
not only alk pardon, but that he fhould deo
it on his knees, and pay all damages. Ac-
cordingly, at the Earl’s return to his own
houfe, one of his fervants acquainted him,
that the mafter of horfe demanded an au-
dience of his Lordfhip. The Earl met him
~ at the door of the room, and, as he was go-
ing to throw himfelf at his feet, caught him
in his arms, and without any farther trouble,
forgave every thing ; and, laftly, fent him
back to the Emprefs well regaled. At this
time the Earl procured a pair of colours for
the {erjeant, to preferve him from the mafter
of horfe’s indignation ; but as he was very
honeft and diligent, he kept him by himfelf
as long as he refided in Ruflia.

One day as the Earl was going to court,
four Englifh boatfwains complained to him
that they had contracted in England to ferve
in the Ruflian navy for fifteen crowns per
month ; a falary equal to that of a captain
of foot at the beginning of the late Swedifl

war ; and that the Adrmralty had lately fent
an
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an order to Cronftadt, importing, that the
boatfwains fhould get no greater wages than
the other boatfiains in Rulffia, by the regula-
tions, unlefs they engaged to ferve for life.
Theboatfwains would not agree to this unrea-
fonable demand, but infifted upon their be-
ing paid off, and difmifled the fervice. Their
requifitions were taken no notice of. At laft
they were fent for to the Admiralty, when
they had an opportunity of laying their grie-
vances before the Earl, who loft no time in
fending to the Admiralty a memorial, re-
quiring that they would do juftice imme-
diately to the boatfwains, either by grant-
ing their difcharge, or elfe paying them, as
they had at the beginning agreed for; and
that they fhould anfwer his memorial with-
out delay. Fight days pafled without any
anfwer. At laft the boatfwains acquainted
the Earl, that nothing, in confequence of his
memorial, had been done : That the clerks
threatened them for having acquainted the
ambaflador : That they had reafon to fear
that they would be fent defpotically to fome
diftant place, and probably treated with ri-
gour.  Upon this information the Karl re-
Quired, by another memorial to the college
of foreign affairs, a paffport for four Englifhi-
men, whom he named, and whom he intend-
ed to fend direétly to London. This col-
lege loft no time in complying with his
Lordhip’s demand ; and thus they were

fent
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fent home. * The Admiralty was confound-
ed at this affair: They could not tell what
to think about the four men, who at once
vanifbed, they knew not where ; and aclaft
the prefident {poke to the Earl, and begged
to know, It his. Lordfhip could acquaint hin
about them? ©/After the Earl-had in a pret-
ty warm manner expoftulated with him about
his not anfwering - his imemorial, he frankly
let him know, that he had fent them to their
own country, and: that he was determined
to take care that juflice thould be done toall
the King’s {ubjects, 4o long as he remained
in Rufia ; and that if the Admiralty fhould
not anfwer the next memorial he might be
obliged to fend them, refpeéifully and readi-
ly, he would make a formal complaint of
fuch neglect and indignity to the cabinet,
and require fatisfaction.

Sundry examples 1 could give of the like
nature, which at once made him much re-
fpected and beloved ; for though he threats
ened, yet he never was rigorous, nor car-
ried animofity to any length. ' It is my opi*
nion, that no Britith fubjeét ever applied t©
him without getting vedrefs, if their cafc
would admit of it ; which cannot be faid
of many others. I have mentioned thele
examples to let you {ee, how honourably ant
ambaffador at that court may be efteemed
and what power he may juftly exercile,

rhen it is conduéted by prudence. T will add
one
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one anecdote more, which, though literally
true, I fcarcely could give credit to, until I
was informed of it by undoubted authority.
The Earl of Hyndford gave a treat to the
principal Ruflian miniftry, and foreign am-
bafladors, who were friends to Great Britain:
Some days after that, when he was at court,
Monfieur Dallion minifter from France, ac-
cofted him, and faid that though their ma-
fters were at war, that ought not to hinder
gentlemen from being polite to one another.
He faid that he would have taken it very
kind if Lord Hyndford, at his late enter-
tainment, had numbered him amongft his
friends, and that he would have been very
glad to have been invited amongft the reft.
The Earl replied that the perfonal regard he
had for him prevented that; becaule he
thought that Monfieur Dallion would not
haye taken it well to hayve been placed at the
foot of the table, below refidents from the
fmalleft ftates who were in friendfhip with
Great Britain ; and laftly, he imagined that
it would have been very difagreeable for
him to have been a witnefs to their drink-
Ing the ufual toafts given upon fuch occafi-
ons, and- alfo to have been obliged to join
with them, and not have had itjin his power
to toall profperity to:his ewn king and the
klngdmn of France. Monfieur Da lion hefita-
ted not to affure his Lordfhip that he would
have yielded to all that, adding that his

court
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court could not take it amifs that he fubmit-
ted to the rules of a great aflembly, where
none but men of great honour were prefent :
Upon which, he, Dallion, was invited to the
very next entertainment, and yielded to e-
very thing which pafled there, with great
refignation.  Sometime after this, he ac-
cofted the Earl, and enumerated what he
had fuffered, and the great anxiety he was
in during the whole time of the entertain-
ment, and all this he faid he had fubmitted
to, purely to fhow the regard he had for the
perfon of the Earl of Hyndford. He there-
fore defired in return that the Earl would
honour his table with his prefence. The
Earl agreed readily to do this, providing
Monfieur Dallion would agree ftrictly to ad-
here to the following rules : That he fhould
be received with all the refpect and honours
due to an ambaflador from his mafter’s
moft fincere friends: Secondly, That he
fhould f{it in the fecond place at the table :
Thirdly, That none of the ambafladors
whofe mafters were enemics to Grear Bri-
tain fhould be prefent ; and laftly, That no
health fhould be drunk, nor profperity tO
the arms of thofe who were at war wit

Great Britain and that he {hould drink the
King of Great Britain’s health immediately
after that of the Emprefs’s of Ruffia. To all
thefe rules he agreed ; and when the Earl’s

coacli appeared at the gate of Monfieur D'&}‘
lion’s
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lion’s houfe, when a very great {fhower fell ;
Monfieur Dallion, afraid that the Earl
would remain no time there, if he did not
immediately go to receive him, went out to
the coach door uncovered, and drefled in
his beft cloaths, through a wide court to re-
ceive him. Unluckily the coach door could
not be foon opened, and as the Earl rofe up
to go out of the coach, his cloak fell off
Which took up fome time to get adjufted, du-
ring which Monfieur Dallion was expofed
to a deluge of rain, which, at his return
with the Earl, obliged him to undrefs and
put on another fuit. At the entertainment
€very thing, according to the agreement, was
obferved with great faith on Monfieur Dalli-
on’s part. What intention Monfieur Dalli-
on could have in thus courting the friend-
thip of an ambaflador whofe mafter was at
War with the French I cannot tell : but I am
Certain that it had a very bad effect at the
Court of St Peterfburgh for him. Ever af-
ter he was defervedly defpifed by the Ruffian
Minjftry, which effectually put it out of
18 power to do any fervice for his country,
or durft he complain of the fimall regard
Paid to him, or to his demands, fince he
{'ai? voluntarily fo fhamefully degraded him-
e .
I never had much experience in govern-
Ment affairs, yet I cannot pafs this without
0I"fﬁ‘l".fing how much it 'is neceflary to fend
4 A men
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men as ambafladors not only well qualified
in the ways of intrigue, and the knowledge
of flatc affairs, but who have natural per-
fections, fuch as a graceful appearance, and 2
fenle of the honour due to their prince, en-
ducd with refolution to take all ways of in®
fufing into the minds of the people to whom
they are fent a highidea of the power and
glocy of the prince and nation they repre-
fent.  Though I muft acknowledge that Bri-
tain fent, inthe time of my peregrination in
Ruflia, very able men, who had refolutioft
and abilities to ferve their king, yet others
were fent who had not the addrefs to give
the Ruflians any opinion of their quaiifica”
tions. But at this time, it was very necel*
fary to fend fuch as the late Earl was: It i
certain, that with eafe he obtained 2ll that
his prince wanted, and could have got much
more if it had been thought neceflary. H¢
lived in great friendfhip with all the princt”
pal minifters about the court, and yet had
the art to make them refpect him, and, #
it were, be afraid of offending him. Tho

hie was altogether affable, yet in points ©

honour, and what regarded the well-being
of his country, he was immoveable, an

upon all occafions, made the Ruffians fCﬂﬁ'
ble, that he would rifque every thing in IS
power for the good and glory of his princ®
and country. Upon a certain occafion, he

threatened to leave the court abruptly if ‘her
miniftry
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miniftry permitted one, who at that time
was looked upon as no well-wither to our
government, to come to the court of Rufiia,
or even {o much as come into their country.
In this he was pofitive, and {ucceeded. His
health not permitting him to ftay longer, he
obtained leave from the king, and left the
court. of Ruffia, vegreted by every one:
And to the day of his death kept up'a cor-
refpondence, and friendihip with the prin-
cipal lords of that court. Many matterly
affairs I could write about the late Farl of
Hyndford, which happened much to his ho-
nour in Ruflia during his ftay there, but T
have not room here for them.

The meafure of Count Leftoig’s regency
Now drew near a clofe; his enemies, the chief
of whom was Count Beftufhoff, had got the
better of him at laft. On the firft Thurfday
of December, I went to pay my compli-
Ments to him, and enquire about what he
Was determined to do concerning me. He
f"i:emed to be in fome confufion, faid that

s head pained him much, that he would
ave been glad that I had dined with him,
At his headache prevented that: But con-
Cluded by afluring me, that on Monday
Morning I fhould receive orders to make my
"®pair to the fea hofpital. This was agree-
ble news, and this was the laft time I ever
AW him. On Sunday following in the time
of divine fervice, General Apraxin furround-

ed
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cd his houfe with two or three hundred of
the guards, went to him and demanded his
fword. Count Leftoig anfwered, that he
was determined to obey even to death her
Imperial Majefty’s orders, but ordered the
general out of his prefence, fwearing that
he would fooner plunge his fword in his
breaft, than deliver it to fuch a worthlefs
perfon ; and required that a man of honour
fhould be fent to demand his fword., Ge-
neral Apraxin went out, dreading that h¢
would put his threats in execution, and
fent another, to whom he readily delivered
his fword, and was immediately fent to the
caftle. Upon enquiry, they were informed
that the countefs was at church, receiving
the holy facrament of the Lord’s {upper.
captain with a few men went to the reform”
ed Lutheran church, where he was tolds
that fhe was at the Lord’s table : He wait€
till the fervice was over, and, without bef
fufpecting any danger, he followed hef
fledge till fhe arrived at her own houl®
where fhe was much furprifed to fee the
court full of foldiers, and there fhe W
made acquainted with her misfortune. She
behaved very decently, and without vain 1€
flections was quietly conduéted to the caftle.
It was reported that he was confined in 2
room by himfelf, and fhe was confined 1?
one immediately above him, but without 2

poflibility of their feeing one another, _Or
having
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having any intercourfe, not even by letters.
Many faults were reported to have been com-
mitted by Count Leftoig, but I gave no great
credit to any of thele reports; becaule no-
thing is more common, in defpotic countries,
than to accufe ftate prifoners of crimes of
which they are innocent. Ireally believe,that,
tho’ he was very unpolifhed, he was an honeft
man, and did much good in his department.
After three or four days confinement, it
was reported to the Emprefs, that he had
neither eaten nor drunk any thing fince he
was confined ; and the keepers were afraid
he would die, being already very weak.
The Emprefs wrote him a letter with her
own hand, fignifying, that, though, for fe-
veral weighty reafons, fhe found herfelf ob-
liged to confine him, yet fhe never could
forget the fervices he had done for her, fo
far as to permit any other punifhment to be
inflicted upon him; therefore defired that
he would take care of his health; for fhe
had given orders that every thing he would
call for fhould be furnifhed out of her kit-
chen and cellars. Upon receiving fuch re-
frething news from the Emprefs’s own hand,
he read the letter, (which was delivered to
him by a captain, who reported what follows :)
He kiffed it, and called for a bottle of Bug-
gundy, which he drank off at once in a
health to the Emprefs.  One of the furgeons
belonging to the army told me, one year af-
ter he was fent into the caftle, that one day
having
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having been accidentally there, he faw Count
Leftoig walking wvpon the wall, with a long
beard as white as fnow ; but faid, that he
was told he never had feen the Countefs fince
the misfortune happened, At laft he was
{ent to Siberia ; but he and Munich returned
to St Peterfburgh after the death of the Em-
peror Peter T11.

He was once banifhed by Peter the Great,
and got himfelfreftored by his own ingenuity,
in the following manner, as I was informed,
He, being one of the fufgeons of the palace,
one day was fent for by;the Emperor, who
afked him, Ifhe inclined tomarry ?  Leftoig
anfwered, That if he was {o bappy as to get
one agreeable to him, he would very wxllmg—
ly. Peter produced a young lady, who at-
tended about Catharine, very beautiful, and
afking him, How he liked the lady? told
him at the fame time, that he intended to
portion her nobly. ' Leftoig faid, that he
could have no‘objection, either to her beau-
ty, youth, or the portion the Emperor de-
figned her ; but, in the moft unbecoming
indifcreet manner, {aid, that he would mar-
ry none of his w s 3 adding, that fhe
was big with.child, The Emperor, provok-
ed at fuch audacity, ordered him to be ba-
nifhed to Cazan, and there be kept under.a
very {tri¢t guard, with a foldier conftantly in
the room where he {lept, with orders, that

none but foldiers fhould have accefs to {peak
with
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with him ; and that he fhould have neither
paper, pen, nor ink. He lay in confine-
ment many years, until the Empre(s Anne
mounted the throne.  Upon a day, the go-
vernor of Cazan’s lady was dangeroufly ill of
fome.difeafe, which the medical people in
Cazan declared incurable.” Leftoig, juftly
reputed a good furgeon, was fent for. He
recovered the lady and his own liberty, in
the following ‘mannier. He told the gover-
nor, that if he would permic him to write for
fome materials, he would prepare a medi-
cine in his own room, which would proba-
bly recover his lady, which he faid he fufpect-
ed the apothecary could not prepare to his
fatisfations  Peter and Catharine being
dead, the governor had no objettion, efpe=
cially as it was defigned only to write for a
few drugs in his prefence ; and Leftoig re-
ceived a large paper of dry materials, which
he carried to his room. It is cuftomary in
Ruffia to fend materials wrapped up in a
fheet of white paper, and that covered with
a fheet of ftrong gray paper.

With a crow quill, and ink made of a {o-
Iution of foot in water, he wrote a letter to
the Empre{s Anne, when the foldier was a-
fleep, and got it delivered in the following
manner, to a trufty friend, a merchant in
Cazan, who carried it faithfully to St Peter{-
burgh,

When
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When the letter was ready, he carefully
concealed it from the foldier. Next day he
faw his friend pafling through a fquare op-
pofite his door. He pretended to take a
pinch of Spanifh fnuff, and afking the fol-
dier, If he chufed to tafte {o delicious {nuff ?
artfully threw it in his face, under pretence
of fome fudden difeale, which blinded him
long enough to prevent his feeing him give
the letter to his benefactor, who loft no time
in getting it put into the Empre(s’s hand ;
who fent for him to St Peterfburgh, and, at
his own defire, placed him by the princefs
Elizabeth, with whom he remained till he
had helped her to mount her father’s throne ;
and yet, at this late time of life, he was {ent
a prifoner to the caftle, thence to Siberia,
and was brought back to St Peterfburgh fince
1 left the empire, as has been faid.

Archiator Dr Fifher would never grant
Leftoig a greater falary than what is appoint-
ed by the regulations, to furgeons belonging
to regiments, though he had frequently fol-
licited an augmentation ; which was the rea-
fon, that, when the late royal branches were
arrefted by Elizabeth, Dr Fifher was alfo con-
fined to his apartment, where he was long
neglected; but at laft got fome of his friends
paﬂmtr by the window, to beg, that Mr Le-
ftoig would caufe fend him fomething to eat
and drink, declaring, that he was like to

ftarve.  Leftoig Ient him notice, that the
doctor
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doctor could notfo foonhave forgotten that he
caufed him keep lent, or rather a faft, ma-~
ny years ; therefore, faid he, it was but rea-
fonablé that he, in his turn, fhould, after li-
ving fo long in luxury, falt two or three
days, for his pleafure. 7 |

Soon after this, Dr Kaw Boerhaave was
created archiator ; but the court went to
Mofcow, which was the reafon I could get
nothing done in my affairs, and was glad of
liberty to follow the court to that city, which
Idid in January 1749, and attended the
archiator, who promifed to do fomething for
nie as foon as he could conveniently.

ol P, XXX VI,

Cﬁnceming what happened in Mofcow, and my
Fourney to Riga.

Aw BoErHAAVE was a tfue Hollander,
and rofe to this firft departiment in the
medical affairs by his connections with the
late Jcarned great Boerhaave; for he had
few other qualifications in the medical way ;
Neither was he acquainted with the regula-
tions of the chancery: So that it behoved
him to be in a great meafure {ubject to his
fecretaties. He loved his bottle too much
% have time to examine into the weighty
affairs committed to his charge. My affairs,
4B however,
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however, were brought to fuch a length,
that he found himfelf obliged either to grant
my difiniflion, or an honourable employ-
ment; but I foon found, that the firft
could not be granted eafilv, and therefore
laid my account with many delays; yet
thefe I little regarded ; for, by my practice
in Mofcow, I foon gained more money than
ever 1 had done formerly, by both my falary
and fees joined together ; and therefore, be-
ing contented, I alked nothing from them,
efpecially as my falary, by Peter the Great’s
regulations, ought to have been paid by the
medicine chancery, who kept me on their
books, nor would grant my difmiflion.

At laft, in the month of May, I received 2
meflage from the late Earl of Hyndford, de-
firing me to wait upon Dr Kaw Boerhaave
next morning early at the imperial palace:
Idid fo; and he rejoiced, as he faid, to
have it in his power to give me an exceed-
ing good living, and that by her Majefty’s
defire.

~ He told me, that the Emprefs had ordered
him to fend me to take care of the health of
Count Rafumofki’s mother, who lived in the
Ukraine : That my falary fhould not only
be continued, but augmented by fifty rubles
out of her Majefty’s privy purfe: That I
fhould have a good houfe to live in; and
that the lady had agreed to grant me men
and women fervants, free of all demands ci

an
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and alfo to keep my houfe well ftored with
all kinds of provifions, and grant a coach
and horfes to be always in readinefs at
my call ; and, laftly, that my family thould
be tran(ported, with as much baggage as I
pleafed, at her expence.

I acknowledge fuch a propofal might have
been very acceptable to many ; but it was
by no means agreeable to me. I obferved
to the archiator, that I had been employed
already in a way which I had ever efteemed
very honourable; and therefore begged,
that he would not take it ill, if T rejected
this ; though, at the fame time, I returned
him my hearty thanks for the kindnefs he had
fhown me.

He defired me to take a glafs, and tell him
frankly what objections I could reafonably
have againft it. Idid fo; and obferved,
that both he and I had certainly a natural
love for liberty ; and therefore made no
doubt that he would be a competent judge,
whether my reafons were folid. I had no
need to tell him what my fervices had been,
and how much the medicine chancery had
been, from time to time, fatisfied with them ;
which appeared by their books, and the ma-
ny orders I had received, declaring their fa-
tisfaction. ' I obferved, that it appeared very
ftrange to me, that I fhould, after fo long and
fuch diftinguifhed fervices, be appointed on-
ly to take care of the health of an old wo-

man,
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man, though ever fo great a favourite, which
was no fmall objeltion to me ; for, if fhe
fhould die of any difcafe, under my care,
though I attended her night and day, and
had the skill of a Boerhaave, yet it was not
impoffible that I might be blamed: That I
could frankly fubmit to his decifion ; but
that none knew how long he might live, or
incline to ftay in Ruffia. Latftly, I obferved,
that my family at prefent confifted of two
fons, and in all probability would foon in-
creafe: That if I fhould happen to die
there, they might run a risk of lofing their
liberty, at fuch a great diftance from their
relations. To confirm the poffibility of which,
I related fome obfervations of the like kind,
which I had made, fince I was in Ruffia,
the thoughts of which made me frequently
very uneafy. I, for thefe and the like rear
fons, conjured him to forgive me, and to be-
friend me fo far asto get the Emprefs, and
others concerned, to appoint me to fome 07
ther place, and to pardon my not comply”
ing, efpecially as I had already impaired my
health very much in fuch unhealthy hot
countries. He anfwered in 3 very {ympa-
thizing manner, and defired I would wait
a lictle till he {poke with the Vice-Chancellor
Vorontfoff. I obeyed: He f{oon returned
and aflured me, that he had been fo fuccell-
ful as to fatisfy both the Emprefs and others

concerned, chiefly on account of my bad
i ' {tate
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ftate of health, which, ke told them, was cer-
tainly true. Lord Hyndford was glad that
I fucceeded fo well : But at laft I received a
meflage in the beginning of June from the
Earl to dine with him, where Dr Kaw Boer-
haave would be, and required that I {hould
come before dinner ; becaufe he had {fome-
what to impart to me which concerned me
much. At my arrival the Earl told me, that
he expected {oon to be recalled: That he
had follicited the King for that purpofe, on
account of his bad ftate of health; and there-
fore defired me to confider whether I was
refolved to go home, or enter into the fer-
vice ; telling me, that the archiator had pro-
pofed to employ me as furgeon-general to
the army commanded by Count Lacy ; and
that he was to do fo, agreeable to the Em-
prefs’s pleafure. I anfwered, that I would
rather ferve in the army or fleet, than in a-
ny place depending upon the capricious hu-
mours of courtiers ; and that as the field-
marfhal was, by all reports, a very good man,
I was willing to accept of that place. At
dinner this affair was agreed to, without any
difficulty ; and, at the fame time, the Earl
and he were very merry at my refufing ta
take care of an old wife, though both agreed,
that my reafons were very good.

Next morning I had orders to go to the
reformed church, to have a new jurament or
oath adminftered to me by the parfon, in

confequence
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confequence of my advancement, and to re-
pair immediately thereafter to the medicine
chancery, where I would receive my com-
miffion and inftructions. When I arrived at
the church, I found one of the fecretaries
with the parfon. We entered the church,
and the parfon was going to inform me
what the nature of an oath was, &, Butl
cut him fhort, by telling him, that he might
fave his time and trouble, becaufe I was con-
vinced the medicine chancery were well af-
fured that I knew the nature of an oath as
well as he, or any other ; and therefore de-
fired him to proceed, as he was diretted,
without farther needle(s ceremony. This
ftartled the felf-fufficient prieft; but the
fecretary convinced him of the truth of my
aflertion ; and added, that it would be ta-
ken very ill, if he made any delay ; which at
once eafed his over fcrupulous confcience,
and me from the trouble of {ubmitting to
hear much of his pedantry and imperti-
nence. Next day I received my inftruc-
tions, and was appointed to wait on the col-
lege of war, for my difpatches from it.
- T was at this time in fome perplexity ; for,
when [ left St Peterfburgh laft, my- wife was
not recovered of child-bed, but arrived in
Mofcow as foon as fhe and the children could,
without danger, bear the feverity of the wea-
ther ; confequently I had furnifhed my houle

with every thing neceffary. I was afr!ﬂ'ld
that
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that I might have received orders to march
to the army in Livonia in three days, nor
could I altogether truft to the dilatorinefs
of the fecretary. I therefore went to
my quondam patient General Apraxin, who
was prefident of the college of war, and told
him the truth, begging that I might be in-
dulged a few days to difpofe of my coach,
horfes, and furniture. He advilfed me to
call at the college daily in the morning, tell-
ing me, that they would be in no hurry, if
I did not urge them, and ordered that I
fhould acquaint him when ever I was ready.
This advice had the defired effect, for I had
difpofed of every thing before they had once
thought of writing any thing relating to my:
difpatches, Next morning, after I was rea-
dy, I went early to the gencral’s houfe. I
was told in the antichamber that he was in
‘bed, but I had not waited long till I heard
him call upon his fervants. I entered the
room, though forbid by his officers, and told
him that I was ready to march at an hour’s
warning, and returned fincere thanks for his
prudent advice. We had fcarcely done {peak-
ing, when the principal fecretary of the wars
ofﬁce appeared with a great bundle of wri~
tings, I fuppofe for the prefident to fign.
The general afked bhim, If my difpatches
were ready ! The other anfwered, that he had
not fo much as heard any thing about them.
The general fcemed furprifed at that, and ob-
ferved,
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{erved, that he did not keep his fubalterns
in good order, comimanded him inftantly to
return to the war-office with me, and, with-
out any delay, expedite my affairs by the
time he fhould arrive, when he would fign
in the office all the other affairs which were
in readinefs. We went out together. The
{ecretary, very uneafy in his mind, afked
me, Where my coach was? I told hiin that I
bad fold it, having no farther ufe for one ;
whereupon, to lofe fio time, he defired me
to take 4 feat in his, for ke imagined the ge-
neral was very angry, telling me that he
wifhed I had appllcd to him. 1 anfwered,

that I was an irtire ftrangér in the war-of-
fice, and had applied daily to the fectetary,
whofe bufinefs it was to get ready my dif-
patches.  When we arrived, they were not
only informed of the general’s angry orders,
but commanded dot to ftir out of the office
till T was difpatched, which was very foon ef-
fected; and next morning I, for the laft time,
departed from Mofcow towards St Peters-
burgh in my way to Riga. General Aprax-
in was a gentleman of a good family, and
though he was, I believe, juftly efteemed an
excellent prefident of the war-office, yet he
never was reputed a good foldier. He was
a kind honeft man, and was unfortunate in
carrying on the late war againft the King of

Pruffia, for which he was, by the Emprefs’s
, orders
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orders arrefted, and died fuddenly under
confinement.

Being quite ready, I went to the palace to
return thanks to the archiator, demand his
orders, and take my leave of him. He was
writing fomewhat, and defired me to fic
down a little. Here I met with my old friend
Monfieur Fufadier, who was at this time bo-
dy-furgeon to the Emprefs. Whillt we were
talking, the Emprefs entered the room in
great hafte, and pafled us before we were
aware of her being there. She went ftraight
to the archiator, before he could pay any
compliment, and begged he would ufe all
his art to recover a lady dangeroufly ill, afk-
ing, at the fame time, what hopes he had of
her recovery. As near as I can remember,
he faid, Madam, all care, except that of de-
cency, is needlefs ; for fhe muft die, nor
have I the fmalleft hopes of her recovery.
Upon this the Emprefs burft into tears, which
the would have concealed : After fhe was
compofed a little, {he atked, Who I was? he
told her, and faid, that I was to fet out from
Mofcow direétly for Riga to take care of the
army, and particularly to attend the perfon
of the Field-marfhal Lacy. She deigned to
advance to the place where I ftood, and, with
all the graceful fweetnefs with which good- -
Nefs could infpire an illuftrious perfonage,
Was pleated to fay, we have been informed of
You, we defire that you’ll take as good care

4 C of



570 VOYAGES 4snd

of the good old count’s health, as you have
done of Prince Golitzin’s, for which'you fhall
gain our efteem. She ftretched out her hand,
which I confidered as a high diftin&tion, and
“moft refpectfully kiffed it. I had frequently
{een the Emprefs, but never was {o nigh her
before : She was of a large ftature, and in-
clineable to be fat, but extremely beautiful ;
and in her countenance I faw fo much mild-
nefs and majefty, that I cannot in words €¥%*
prefs them. Her hair was black, and her
fkin white as ¢ fnow unfunn’d.” I humbly
anlwered, that her Majefty’s orders (hould be
obeyed moft religioufly. She was pleaﬁ‘-‘d
to fay, with a placid fmile, that fhe doubted
nothing of it, and in an inftant retired. At
this time Count Rafumofike was attending
her Majelty. It is really furprifing that 2
fat, though young woman, could move 10
cleverly as the Emprefs did, in fo much that
I could fcarce hear her feet upon the floor ;
but indeed her auguft prefence had much
difconcerted me.

Before I leave Mofcow, I hope it will be
agreeable to the reader to take notice of what
paffed worth obfervation in that city, du
ring my ftay there, which I fhall do in 25
few words as poflible.  Formerly I obferveds
that, at our arrival in Mofcow, I had recover”
ed Prince Golitzin’s fon Michael, which eX-
cited the enmity of Dr Boenni, an Italians
who had taken care of him before my arti®

.

val H
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val ; but the recovery prevented his hurting
me any other way than by flander and de-
tration, to which he had no averfion. An
opportunity, however, as he thought, foon
offered of reducing me to the necefiity of be-
coming his humble fervant. One Prince Vol-
konfke was taken ill of a very malignant fe-
ver : His relations fent for me on the 6th of
May 1748 : He was about fifty years old,
and had been complaining two days before
that, and had 21l the fymptoms of a malig-
nant fever. I attended him twice a-day, and
preferibed every medicine which I thought
could contribute to his recovery ; and in-
deed he feemed to be in no danger. The
prince’s coach was fent for me every morn-
ing and evening ; but, as on the gth day of
May no meﬂ“age came, I concluded, that he
found himfelf either eafier, or elfe had em-
ployed fome other, of which I was very glad.
On the 11th day, the coach was {ent carly,
Intreating me to make all hafte : Having en-
quired at the liveryman what was the reafon
the coach was not fent the day before ; and
having been informed that Dr Boenni had
that day been fent for, and had declared
that I had miftaken the prince’s difeafe, fay-
ing that it was only an intermittent fever,
adding, that in a very fhort time he would
Yeftore him to health : But alas ! {aid the fer-
Vant, he is now delirious, and all his relati-
ns are afraid of him. I defired them to re-

turn
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turn with the coach, and acquaint their ma-
fter, that my other patients, who had ufed
me with honour, required my attendance,
and therefore begged to be excufed, At
dinner-time, the coach was fent a fecond
time to my commander’s, Prince Golitzin,
with a letter to him, intreating him to per-
fuade me to go. After obferving to this
good prince the danger I was in to conteft
with a phyfician, who might have it foon in
his power to hurt my character, before !
got it eftablithed, I confented to go. When
I entered the room where my patient lay, the
putrid fmell alone was f{ufficient to convincé
me of the danger he was in; but when I ad-
vanced to the bed, and had taken notice of
every {ymptom, I hefitated not to declar »
that all hopes of recovery were now gone ;
whereas I left him in a very promifing way:
I added, that I would, after fuch a declara
tion, order nothing for him. I told them,
however, that if they would fend for Drf
Blumentrofe (who had been archiator to Pe-
ter II. a phyfician greatly famed, and very
defervedly) though a flranger to me, I would
take care that every thing fhould be don¢
which he fhould preferibe, and defired them
at the fame time to fend to the grand apo-
thecary, and get a copy of all the medicines
prefcribed by Dr Boenni and me, that Df
Blumentrofe might at once judge of this af-

fair, without rifking the patient, This was
agrecd
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agreed to, though with difficulty, becaufe
Dr Blumentrofe’s fees were very high. Dr
Blumentrofe did me juftice, and approved
of every thing I had done: He agreed allo
with me in declaring the patient paft reco-
very ; but added, that ftrong veficatories
fhould be applied to the extremities, at
which it was not ealy to be grave, confider-
ing that he had juft now declared that the
young man was paft all recovery, and hefi-
tated not to tell him (for we {poke in Latin,
when we did chufe the byftanders fhould not
know what we were talking about) that this
advice furprifed me ; but the old and artful
fon of Galen gave me a leflon, which was,
that in Mofcow, unlefs you order veficato-
ries to be applied, they imagine that you do
not believe the patient to be in danger ; but,
{aid he, if veficatories be ordered, whether
you mention danger or not, they take it for
granted that you believe him to be in a bad
way. He aflured the prince’s relations that Dy
Boenni had miftaken the dileafe, and hefitat-
ed not to fay, that the prince might have re-
covered, if Boenni had not crofled my courfe,
and followed his own. The prince, accord-
ing to our prediction, died on the 1 3th. This
affair haftened Boenni’s retreat from Mof-
cow to his native country, Italy. I thought
proper to write this, to let the reader fee that
fuch bafenefs can be foon detected and pu-
nifhed in Ruffia, which is not the cafe here ;

for
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for here it is eafy, in a clandeftine way, to
hurt the reputation of the beft of men, nor
can this villainy eafily be detected, fo as to
get the author punifhed. If Boenni had not
retreated, I could have had juftice done with
great eafe ; but as it happened, I was no lo-
fer, as in a very fhort time the news of this
affair was related through the houfes of the
moft illuftrious and intelligent people in
Mofcow ; and, though he was not punifhed,
my charater was vindicated.

Having been informed, that many reliques,
curiofities, and variety of riches were to be
expofed in the metropolitan church in the
Cremline, or caftle, where the ancient impe-
rial palace ftands ; I, during the week after
Eafter Sunday, exprefled a defire of fecing
all thefe things ; but I was told, that people
went out of devotion; and at {uch a time
they apprehended it would be dangerous for
any who did not profe(s the Greek religion,
and confequently crofs themfelves, and kifs
the reliques, to appear there ; for the priefts
gave out, that all flrangers, particularly of
the reformed religion, held fuch folemnity in
great derifion. At laft however, we fell up-
on a fcheme, which fucceeded, though not
without fome danger of a difcovery. I
went with Prince Golitzin’s children, and
when we entered the church, I received 3
cloak, as if I had been a fuperior fervant.

In the greateft area of the church were plﬁg
. = ; ce
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ced two tables, declining on each fide, as
long as the church was broad, excepting a
narrow paflage left for people to go by the
ends of them. Upon thefe tables, on each
{fide, were placed the reliques, confifting of
many thoufands of bones, and other things
belonging to the faints ; fome of them were
very much decayed, but had the ends co-
vered with filver; and {fome fingers and
hands were there dried, as the people in
Norway dry their fifh. The devotees go by
the fides of thefe tables, kiffing, with great
devotion, many of them, while a prieft goes
along, bawling out their names, and what
wondrous things they had done when living,
and fince their death, particularly in cu-
ring difeafes. We fcarcely had gone round
one of thefe tables, when one of the prieft-
hood, who was ftanding at the end, to take
care left any of the devotees might make
free to fteal fome precious ftones or metal,
called out, that he had obferved me to go
round one table, without once either mak-
ing the fign of the crofs, or kifing any of
the reliques ; I made anfwer that, after the
prince had none, it would be time enough,
and more refpectful for me to begin; this fa-
tisfied them, and I efcaped without having
been challenged a {econd time. After they
had paid their devotions, and gratified our
curiofity with what was to be feen there, we
were led through other apartments, where

they
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they buried their emperors, and kept fome of
their principal reliques; and an incredible
ftore of riches. Amongft the reft, we faw
one of the nails which pierced Chrift’s hand.
This was kept in a cafe of gold, of very cu-
rious workmanfhip, adorned with precious
ftones. It very much refembled a long rufty
nail, with which fmiths in Britain fix the i-
ron to their cart wheels, but longer. We
were next prefented with a piece of Chrift’s
vefture, which was wrought like ftocking
work, of a brown colour. I cannot deny
that at the fight of thefe, whether they were
true or falfe, I was fuddenly feized with a
very ftrange inexpreffible melancholy, which
did not foon leave me, and cannot help
thinking that expofing fuch reliques {eldom,
and with folemn ceremony, muft have a
very good effect upon people, who impli-
citly believe whatever their priefts teach ; for
I could obferve evident figns of the paffions
of many people having been put into very
great commotions at the viewing of thefe re-
liques, faid to have been our Saviour’s. We
next were defired to view the fepulchre of
their Emperor Demetrius, who was murder-
ed when young, and whofe body decayed
not. The body, if there was any, lay in 2
fepulchre of marble, whofe fides were 10
high, that I could not fee into it. It was
covered with rich filks, upon which were

many thoufands of pearl and precious ftones
fixed
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fixed with needle-work. They indeed un-
covered it, to let the devotees view the im-
perial faint, and people of finall ftature were
hc]pcd up, but, | [ believe, not with any de-
fign to let them have a fenfible view of what
was there ; for they helped me up alfo, but
inftantly let me down again, telling the by-
ftanders, that I had been honoured with a
{ight of the holy Emperor’s face and hand ;
neither of which I now declare to have feen,
though I thought it very expedlent, when 1
was there, not to contmdut them; elpecially
as they afked me no queftions:  Ina finall
apartment by themfelves, we {aw the fepul-
chres of Ivan Valfilyicch the tyrant, and his
Emprefs; and what Iurprﬂed me not a lictle
was, that thele two {cpulchres were covered
with the richeft filks in the church, except
the young: Saint Emperor. Notwith{tand-
ing that, the Ruflians umvelial]y hold the
Emper_ol Ivan Vafilyicch to have been no
Saint, but one of the moft terrible tyrants
that ever difgraced hum‘:mit'y' Ic were bet-
ter, if pollible,; to forget the very exiftence
of fuch execrable wwtahcs, and not prc ferve
the remembrance of them by marks of ho-
nour and renown. But it appears, that tho’
the Ruffians hate this tyrant’s cruel actions,
they neverthelels profels {o great refpect for
his imperial family, that they thus venerate
his fepulchre and that of his wife.

4 D T
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In many of the Ruffian churches I have
feen prod'ig'wUS riches ; and I believe, were
they all put together, they would not equal
what T faw in this’; but yet I was affured,
that the Trinity Monaftery, fixty verfls di-
ftant from Mofcow, is by far the richeft mo-
naftery in Ruflia.

Soon after my return from St Peterfburgh
to Mofcow, I was fent for to vific one of the
Emprels’s principal fecretaries about her
domeftic affairs, who was {aid to be a great
favourite. © When I arrived he was in bed,
but foon put on a night-gown, and {at down
at a table. The accounts he gave me about
his complaints were very confufed, and in-
dicated no diftinét difeafe, but frequently
contradi¢ted one another. It has been my
cuftom, when I found it proper, to tell my
patients the truth ; and therefore I told the
fecretary, that although I had been long
converfant with fick people in many large
hotpitals, befides my private patients, I was
very much at a lofs to form any juft idea 2=
bout his difeale. I obferved to him, that his
pulfe, and all the non-naturals, according t0
his own account, feemed to be unexcep”
tionably good ; that therefore I imagined be
had no other complaint that was not, in 2
great meafure, imaginary. He was a goOL{”
natured man ; fmiled, and faid, that his in-
difpofition was only fome diforder in his

ftomach ; and that if I would order fome
bitters



TRAVELS. 579

bitters for him, he doubted not that they
would recover him. 1 anfwered, that as
fuch medicines could not hurt him, I had
no objection, and immediately wrote for
them. [ had been there but a very fhort
time when three gentlemen entered, and fa-
miliarly took their chairs. My patient told
me that they were his friends and {ubfecre-
taries, who frequently came and paffed the
evening with him, when the hurry of affairs
was over ; and faid, that he would take it
very kind, if I would fup with him and
them; to whichI ealily confented ; but I
began to refle&t, that many foreigners have
been privately arrefted by fuch people, which
made me extremely unealy. The fecretary
oblerved it, and fulpelting the caule, gave
me the ftrongeft aflurance of friendfthip and
freedom in every thing. 1 was determined
at once to know fomething of my ‘real fitua-
tion, and acknowledged, that I, being a
ftranger, could not help being concerned,
though I brifkly added, that, in refpect of
juftice, I bad nothing to fear, and did not
care if all my public and private actions, fince
I had the honour of ferving in Ruflia, wer

laid before the Emprefs herfelf.  Upon this
they aflfured me that I was very late, and
faid, that the Empref(s had been informed a-
bout me, and that if I would accept of a
place in the guards, I fhould be cmployed
there, which, they aflir mec., was the fame as

: if
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if T were employed by the palace. I ac-
knowledged my obligations to them, but de-
clined that employ ; and told them, that I
liked the fervice of the fleet, army, or ho-
fpltals, as they were more certain’' and lefs
precarious than any in the palace.

After this frank declaration, they promi-
fed to fpeak no more about it, and kept
their promife. The. principal fecretary art-
fully brought in a difcourfe about our Per-
fian expedition ; the re'llon of which at firft
I did not underftand : However, I was much
on my guard. At laft the hiftory of Bac-
kunin the conful was requncd, which was
rclated with all candour on my fide; and
thus we [pent the evening very agreeably
At parting, the fecretary dc"hred 1 would
pay him a vifit next evening, which I pro-
mifed to do, and drove home ; where I noe
fooner arrived, than 1 was told that Prince
Golitzin wanted to {ee me |mmed1ately 1
loft no time in driving to his houfe, where
found him with Major Berezin, the refl of
the family being altin bed. The prmce afk-
ed me many qmﬁlonq concermng what pﬂi‘
fed at the fecretary” s, and I informed him ot
every thing. At which he was well p}caf'edx
and intreated me to go there as often as the
fecretary defired ; tcllmg me that he was his
good friend, and intendéd me no hurt, but
wanted much to be well informed about
Backunin, who was arrived in  Mofcow-

And



TR A4V ETER & 581

And he further defired, that I would come
to him every night after I left the fecretary,
before I went to my own houfe, This I did
pointedly. In fhort, the fecretary and his
companions engaged me five nights fuccef-
fively ; and begged that I would not take
it ill, if they topk down fome notes of my re-
cital : 1 affured them, that what I faid was
true ; and therefore they were at liberty to
write it all, which I fhould not fcruple, if
required, to fubfcribe. Accordingly, they
wrote feveral parts of my narration, but did
not defire me to fign them. At laft the
prince had leave to pay his refpects to the
Emprefs ; who, it was faid, reccived him
coldly, and explained herlelf by throwing
out fome accufations that were lodged 2-
gainft him by Backunin. 'The prince beg-
ged, that he might remain no time under her
dil’pleaﬁlre, but that fhe would be graciouf-
ly pleafed to order the fenate to canvals thele
affairs as foon as pofiible. The Emprefs was
gracioufly pleafed to grant his requeft, and
forthwith difpatched her orders to the fe-

- nate to leave off all other affairs, till Backu-

nin’s accufation of Prince Golitzin was tried
. and ended. The fenate aflfembled next day,
and fent for Backunin; who, like a fool,
appeared with a {word. They fhowed him
the fword which Prince Golitzin had taken
from him, and afked him, How he came by
another? e anfwercd, that he had other

' two,
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two, and therefore put on the other ; which
the fenate inftantly deprived him of, and called
over his affairs at once.  All the gentlemen, .
except Major Cherkefloff, who had written
every thing which he knew concerning Bac-
kunin’s tranfactions, were prefent in Mol-
cow, who had been in Perfia, and therefore
the fenate was at no lofs to find out the
truth:  So that they ended this mighty af-
fair in one day ; and reported to the Em-
prefs in the evening, that Backunin was
certainly guilty of very many hainous crimes
deferving death ; and that bis accufation of
Prince Golitzin was ablolutely falfe in every
refpe : For which reafon the fenate had
ordered him into clofe confinement, till her
imperial Majefly’s pleafure {hould be known.
The next morning, after the Empre(s had
received the report from the {enate, I was
well plealed to fee every branch of that very
illuftrious family of Golitzin in high fpirits,
and full of gladnefs. Whenever the prin-
cefs faw me, fhe defired me to walk with
her into a room by ourfelves, and there fhe
gave me the following narration.
Yefternicht, faid fhe, you know what un-
eafinels I fuffered on account of the bafe
Backunin, which was incrcafed by the fena-
tors having communicated no part of their
tranfactions to-the prince ; necither would he
fend to know, though I intreated him with

the greateft earneftnefs. In this perplexi-
ty:
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ty T went to bed : I could flecp none; the
prince feemed altogether infenfible of any
danger, frequently laughing at my weaknefs.
At laft he went to bed, and inftantly fell a-
fleep. He had not {lept one hour when I
heard a very uncommon rude noife at the
gate.  Many of the fervants, afraid of fire,
ran to the gate, to know what the meaning
of it was. At lalt our valet de chambre en-
tered the bed-chamber, and told the prince,
that an efdavoy, or meflenger, from the Em-
prels, waited for an audience of the prince.
At hearing of an efdavoy’s arrival from the
Emprefs, Iloft, {aid fhe, at once, all my fa-
culties, and could not help fcreaming out,
that our family was undone. The prince
begged of me to keep my temper ; telling
me, that it was impoflible any danger could
happen. © But, faid he, if God would have
it fo, we ought to {fubmit, like good Chri-
ftians. He rofe from his bed, put on his
morning-gown, and calmly ordered the cf-
davoy to come to him. He demanded
what orders he brought from her imperial
Majelty, with the greateft compofure. The
‘efdavoy anfwered, Long may your illuitri-
‘ous family continue in the Emprefy’s high
favour ; you are highly efteemed by her Ma-
jefty : She has been gracioufly pleaied to
command me to come and tell you, that fhe
is glad to find, by a report given in from the
fenate, that you are the fame honourable

perfon
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perfon fhe had ever efteemed you ; and that
Backunin i3 a villain, more vile than you
had reprefented him. She has fent orders
for your Excellency to take your places at
the council-board, and at tle fenate ; and
fhe has conftituted you prefident of the board
of admiralty, declaring the embafly to be at
an end.  She has appointed your eldeft fon
Alexander, (now vice-chancellor of Ruflia,)
to. be a eounfellor by her imperial palace:
She has ordered your fecond fon to remain
{fometime yet with Count Golofkin the Rul-
fian minifter in Holland. And, laitly, the
has conftituted your third {fon, Michael, a fer-
jeant by the horfe-guards. = (This is equal to
a captain, if fent to the army.) Thefe are
the commands her Majelty ordered me to
communicate to you, without lofs of time.
The good old prince returned thanks to
God, and asked his princefs, If fhe had an
hundred rubles in the houfe? She anfwer-
ed, that the had only about eighty ; he di-
rected his valet de chambre to get cwenty
trom the major ; faying, he never could give
a lefs fum than an hundred rubles to a mef”
fenger like him ; and at the fame time dref-
fed, and ordered his coach to be got in rea-
dinefs. He went to the Emprefs to returi,
I dare fay, fincere thanks for the favour and’
honour flre had been pleafed to confer upon

his family. She told him, that fhe bad e
ver
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ver entertained a very good opinion of him,
particalarly for his fteady honefty, which,
fhe was certain, nothing could fhake : That
fhe had promifed, before he fet out for Per-
fia, that {he would, if he happened to dic in
that expedition, to patronize his family ; and
that though he had returned in fafety, fhe
neverthele(s would continue to thow them e-
vident marks of her high efteem. She ask-
ed, How Princefs Tatiana had behaved, for
that was Princefs Golitzin’s chriftened name,
when the efdavoy entered his houfe? He
told her juft what I have written above, and
how much fhe was alarmed. At which fhe
laughed, and faid, that {he expected it would
be {o, becaufe fhe was a wonran of high paf-
fions.

N. B. There are about fixty efdavoys kept
attending the palace, to be always in readi-
nefs to be fent upon any extraordinary af-
fairs, and one of thefe fellows have been
known to take, by the imperial order, the
greateft fubject in Ruflia into cuftody ; fo
that it is no wonder that the princefs was a-
larmed, when a meflage was fent by one of
them at that time of night ; for they are of-
tener fent with difagreeable meflages, than
with fuch as I have ]uﬂ now related. :

The Emprefs faid that the believed Back-
unin to be a very great rogue, and that fhe
thought he fhould fuffer fome exemplary pu-
mﬂlment for the feveral faults he had been

4 E guilty
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ouilty of. The prince faid that undoubtedly
he was a very bad man, and deferved to be
very feverely punifhed; and added, that her
Majefty was the beft judge of that, but beg-
ged toinform her that he Backunin had a
wife and many children who had been guil-
ty of no fault, and therefore recommended
them to her Majefty’s care. What be-
came of him, I know not, but fo long,
as I was in Mofcow he was kept in clofe con-
finement : But his wife was aflured that no
harm fhould happen to her and her chil-
dren.

CHAP XXXVIIL

Of the Author’s travels from Mofcow, by St
Petersburgh to Riga, and what paffed ihere.

O doubt I could have written many
more anecdotes during my ftay in
Mofcow, but my book is now fwelled to 2
greater fize than at I firlt intended, and
therefore T muft drop them. I {hall take
no notice of the different ftages on the road
from Molcow to St Peterfburgh as that has
already been done in the firlt volume of this
work. As Mr Tatifhoff’s village however
was diftant three miles from the road, his re-
lations defired I would carry a fmall parcel,

which they would not chufe to fend by 2a
{ervant.
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fervant, This I could not refufe, though
it is not free of danger to befriend ftate pri-
foners, but I told them that I would fend it
by a fervant from the village near his houife;
as I could not go there myfelf. T did fo;
and fet out from Mofcow on the 12th of June
1749, and arrived in Kline eighty verfts di-
ftant, on the 13th. I immediately fent off
from thence an exprefs with the parcel, and
a letter begging to be excufed that T did not
pay my refpeéts to him, becaufe I was hur-
ried, he fent his coach for me, and intreat-
ed that I would pay him a vific which he
wrote would probably be the laft, as it
truly was: I therefore went, though
much afraid. When I arrived, he faid, as
he had promifed, that he would not detain
me one hour. I fupped with him, but was
very unealy during that time, which I do
not believe exceeded an hour, as he railed a-
gainft the Emprefs and miniftry the whole
time. His patience was quite exhaufted,
and his hopes of enlargement were at an
end. He made me a prefent, and defired
that I would anfwer any letter he might
write me concerning his health, T promiied
to give him at all times my beft advice: But
begsed that he would write me nothing but
what concerned his health. At this time,
I told him, that if he defigned to have his
hiftory of Ruflia, which he had been writ-
ing many years ago, publifhed, I would

take
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take it along with me, and fend it diretly
by fome fafe hand to the Royal Society in
London, who I doubted not would be at
the expence of getting it tranflated and pub-
lithed in Englith : But he replied that fome-
thing was ftill to corre¢t, and that he had
offered it to the Royal Society for a certain
fum, but that they had not. anfier-
ed his expectation, and therefore he was de-
termined to let it take its chance.  Thus I
left my old patient, Privy Counfellor Tatif-
hoff, for the laft time, nor did I ever hear
more from him, but was told that he died,
about half a year after this, of {fome fhort
illnefs, worn out with care, fhagreen, an-
ger and age. I arrived in St Peterfburgh
on the twenty fecond of June, and was en-
treated to ftay there a few days to give ad-
vice about-Commodore Paton, who labour-
ed under the excruciating pains of a cancer
in his tongue, which had deftroyed near
one half of it, and was {preading over the
fauces.  He died about two months after I
left St Peterfburgh. Having finithed my
affairs there, I left that city for the laft time,
and went with my whole family on the fe-
cond of July te Narva, one hundred and
thirty four verfts diftant from St Peterfburghs
from Narva to Eurioff or Derpt one hun-
dred and feventy two verfls, from Derpt 10
Riga two hundred and twenty feven, in al
from Peterfburgh to Riga five hundred and

thirty
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thirty three verfls; and this I accomplifhed
with a young family, in feven days. Livo-
nia is very different from any part of Ruf-
fia ; the people have more liberty, but they
pretend to more than their due, even fo
much as to diftrefs the traveller. At a vil-
lage in Eftonia I arrived in the evening, the
peafants were fo brutal that they neither
would {ell nor give me grafs for my horfes,
though I had travelled a long way, and was
neceffitated to let them have a few hours reft,
and feed them. I threatned to take cut grafs
which was there in great plenty, and they
faid, that if I did fo that they would com-
plain to their Landts Raadt, who is much the
fame as a juftice of peace with us. Upon en-
quiry I was informed that the Landts Raadt
lived at a great diftance, {o that I could make
no complaint of them, nor could I break
their barbarous obflinacy by any civility I
could fhew them. T offered them a reafon-
able price, telling them at the fame time,
that I was certain no law could cblige me,
to let my horfes ftarve in the midft of plen-
ty : At lafl, fair means proving ineffectual, I
ordered the foldiers to take as much as was
needful : But forbade them to imbezzle any.
In the mean time, the boors threatned in
language not very fupportable, but I con-
tented myfelf by letting them know that if
they offered any violence cither to my fer-
vants or foldiers, I would order them to fire

: upon
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upon them without any regard to the confe-
quence, feeing I had in vain fought things
in the fair and eafy way. This had the de-
fired effe¢t. They indeed pretended to fend
off to their Landts Raadt ; but I never heard
more of it. Before we fet out, however,
they were glad to beg the money I had for-
merly offered them, the receipt of which
feemed very agreeable to them. They faid,
as an excule for their obftinacy, that they
were afraid that we would not have paid
them, as many gentlemen belonging to the
army had formerly treated them in that way.
At Derpt one of the axletrees of my wag-
gons was in bad order, I therefore fent for
a tradefman to make a new one, which he
did, but exacled, as I had not bargained
with him before hand, a moft’ exorbitant
price, and my landord advifed me to pay it;
becaufe, he faid, that the judge of the city
would oblige me before I could go from
it. As I was a ftranger, and not acquainted
~with the Count I paid him ; being afraid
that complaints about fuch trifles might
have had a very bad effet ; But when I be-
came acquainted with Count Lacy, 1 inform-
ed him of both thefe pieces of impofition.
As foon as T arrived in Riga, I waited on
the Field-marfhal Count Lacy, and prefented
my inftructions, and an order from the col-
lege of war to him, who received me very

obligingly, and faid that he would givcdor-
exrs
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ders in the morning, that the gentlemen of
the army, garrifon, and hofpitals fhould re-
ceive me according to the regulations, which
was done, and I entered immediately upon
bufinefs.

The army immediately under the count’s
orders were about one hundred thoufand
men, with a noble train of artillery, confift-
ing of one hundred pieces of battering brafs
cannon, befides many mortars, and other
pieces belonging to them. The garrifon
confifted of fix regiments, about nine thou-
{and men ; befides thefe, there was a body
of engineers. By the army every regiment
had a field hofpital ; but at Riga there was
built a general hofpital for receiving the fick
and wounded who had dangerous {ymptoms,
from the whole army. Every regiment in
the garrifon had its own proper hofpital, as
had the artillery and engineers. By the ar-
my were two phyficians and a furgeon-ge-
neral ; every regiment had a furgeon, a mate,
and for every company two {firulnicks ;
thefe are men who can let blood, and do ma-
ny little chirurgical operations. By the gar-
rifon there was a phyfician, and alfo a fur-
geon, with firulnicks for every regiment; be-
fides thefe, I was ordered to infpect their ho-
{pitals as often as the affairs of the army
would permit. My inftructions were to at-
tend the field-marfhal’s perfon clofely when
he was fick, but, at other times, jointly with

the
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the phyficians, I was ordered to vifit the ge-
neral hofpital, and the other hofpitals belong-
ing to the garrifon, twice every week at leaft,
and the hofpitals belonging to the field regi-
ments at leaft once every fummer: That I
was to receive regular reports from all the
furgeons immediately under the count’s com-
mand, and out of them form two general re-
ports, viz. one for the army and artillery, and
one for the garrifon, to be fent to the medi-
cine chancery every month ; from which the
Emprefs or council at war might know the
ftate of the army every month; but if any
peflilential difeafe was to make its appear-
ance, couriers were to be fent exprefs with
reports.

L CHAP XXXVIII.
Concerning what paffed in Riga.

IVONIA is bounded by Ingria and
Novogorod Velike, on Eftlandia on the
north, the gulf of Livonia and Courland on
the weft, Semigallia on the fouth. It is a-
bout one hundred and fixty five miles long
from fouth to north, and one hundred and
eighteen in breadth from eaft to weft. The
fifty-fixth degree north latitude confines its
fouth borders, and fifty-eight degrees thirty~
four minutes its north, The weft fide i3
marked
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marked out by the forty-firlt degree eaft Ion-
gitude, and the ealt fide by the forty-fixth.
Riga, the capital, is built on the fide of the
river Dina in the forty-firlt eaft longitude,
and the fifty-fixth degree fifty minutes nortix
latitude. = This city is very well known, it is
not large, but pretty well fortified to the
land, though in my time it was rather weak
on the river fide. The inhabitants are go-
verned by their own magiftrates, called bur-
go-mafters, and a number of counfellors ;
their decifions, however, are appealable to the
Court of St Peterfburgh. The keys of the city
are lodged every nightwith the principal bur-
go-mafter, and the gates are watched by a
ftrong body of garrifon-foldiers.

In my time Count Lacy was not only
field-marfhal of the army, but alfo general-
governor of the conquered provinces, and yet
even his private tranfactions were fubject to
the review and reverfal of the Emprels: For
inftance, he had two fons and many daugh-
ters, all married : He was very rich both in
land and money, and, it was faid, that he
fent his money yearly to the bank of Amfter-
dam. The Emprefs Elifabeth fome years
by-paft had given him large poffeflions of
lands in Livonia. As the count was very
old, he thought proper, in my time, to fell
thefe lands to Counfellor Campenhaufen, a
Livonian gentleman. The bargain was com-
Pleated in Livonia, the money paid to the

4 F count,



594 VOYAGES anp

count, and all the writs finifhed according
to the law of the country : When the Em-
prefs, however, was informed of it, fhe fent
an order to the chancery of Livonia, letting
them know, that, although fhe had given
the field-marfhal fuch lands for his long faith-
ful fervices, yet fhe did not defign that either
the count or any of his {ucceflors fhould have
it in their power to fell what fhe defigned
fhould remain in the Lacy family, as a mark
of the high imperial efteem conferred on him;
and therefore commanded the count to re-
turn the money to Mr Campenhaufen, and
receive and keep the lands as formerly.

The Livonians profefs the Lutheran reli-
gion, nor do they permit any Roman church
in the city of Riga. However, to teftify the
great regard which they had for Count Lacy’s
perfon, they permitted two priefts to live in
the city near the caftle, but prohibited their
having any public worfhip, excepting in the
count’s palace. They exprefled their grati-
tude more effectually ftill by an annual pre-
fent of two thoufand ducats and firewood,
which they never gave to any before the
count : But I fufpect that the Ruffians will
probably learn the burghers to continue that
annual gift to the count’s fucceflors ; for I
have known inftances of their not over-ftrict-
ly adhering to the capitulation agreed with
the Livonians. The citizens pretend to li-
berty; and the Ruflians acknowledge it, bU;
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I imagine it is only the fhadow of liber-
ty.

The Livonian nobility and gentry meet
in Riga once or twice annually, to regulate
their country affairs. In thefe meetings,
they, with the confent of the Court of St
Peterfburgh, lay on {mall taxes, and make
by-laws refpeéting their police, but they can
do nothing of themfelves. Their nobility
and gentlemen are not obliged, as the Ruf-
fians are, to ferve in either the army or fleet ;
neither can they ferve any other power with-
out permiflion from Court. The peafants
are all in a ftate of flavery, nor do they live
{o well as the Ruffian boors. Some parts of
Livonia are very rich, but the greateft part
which I have feen is a poor fandy foil, efpe-
cially about Riga. Riga carries on a very
great trade with all the northern nations,
‘though they have no fhips of their own. I
was credibly informed, that about one thou-
fand fail of fhips vifit this port once every
year. Seven verfts weft from Riga, where
the Dina unites with the fea, ftands, on an
ifland, one of the firongeft fortifications in
Ruffia ; the walls are well mounted with
Cannon. ‘This fort is called Dinamind, or
the mouth of Dina. No fhip can pafs by
this caftle; and, I have been told, that a
Man of war cannot approach it, the water
hot being deep enough. :

Soon
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Soon after my arrival, I went and vifited
not only all the hofpitals, but alfo all the dif-
ferent regiments which lay wichin fifteen or
twenty verfts of the city. This great army
was commanded by Count Lacy, and under
him Lieut. General Lieven, General Brown,
and General Strechnoff, all of them gentle-
men of great honour.

It fignifies little to the reader, what kind,
or how many patients we had in our hofpi-
tals : It is enough to fay, that in the army
we had from between five or {ix hundred to
two or three thoufand fick daily, and thefe
were not many in proportion. In the gar~
¥ifon we had many more fick compared with
the army ; for out of {ix regiments we had
feldom lefs than one hundred and cightys
and very often, efpecially in the {pring and
autumn, we had feven or eight hundreds
and fometimes a greater number.  In the ar”
my I had no manner of reafon to be diffatis”
fied ; but in the garrifon every thing was i
confufion. In the army the phyficians and
{urgeon general, my predeceflor, had kept
the furgeons ftrictly to their duty, according
to the regulations ; but it was quite other
ways in the garrifon, of which 1 fhall take
notice hereafter ; and this was occaﬁonﬁd
by appointing to the garrifon-hofpitals on¢
of the moft ignorant phyficians, only for be
ing fon-in-law to the late Archiator Fifher
.As this man was fupported by great men at

court
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court, none of my predeceflors gave
themfelves any trouble about the garri-
fon, becaufe they could not do any thing
effectually, without rifking a quarrel with
Dr Graff, for this was his name, which the
fear of his great protectors at court rendered
dangerous.

I was not long in Riga, when I received
the following piece of hiftory from good au-
thority, viz. One Dr Fonderholft, a German,
was, a few years before my arrival, phyfici-
an to the army : He was faid to have been
a man of learning, but of no great forefight.
He happened to receive an affront from one
of the great lords at court, and who was in
great favour with the Emprefs, which he, the
doctor, not only would not put up with, but
lampooned him feverely, and rendered him
very ridiculous. The lord had the addrefs to
get the doctor fent to Siberia, it is faid, un-
known to the Emprefs, and in the following
manner ; One day, as the dotor was attend-
ing the field-marfhal, who was fick, a cap-
tain of the guards arrived with exprefles from
St Peterfburgh, and demanded immediate au-
dience : He was introduced, and whifpered
fomewhat in the field-marfhal’s ear: He de-
fired the doctor to amufe himfelf in the great
hall, till he had ended fome bufinefs with the
captain ; when that was done, the doéior
was again called upon, and, when he had
given the ficld-marfhal his advice about fome

ailment,
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ailment, which he at that time laboured un-
der, was going to retire, the count defired
him to come to dinner, becaufe he might
need his farther afliftance ; and at the fame
time invited the captain of the guards to
dine, telling him, that he was not able to fic
at the table himfelf, but the vice-governor,
Prince Dolgaruka, who was prefent, would
bear him company ; this was agreed to. At
dinner the captain told the vice-governor,
that a relation of his, in his way to the ar-
my, was {uddenly taken ill of fome difeafe,
and was cobliged to remain in a houfe only
diftant about three or four verfts from the ci-
ty ; therefore defired the prince to appoint
fome fufficient phyfician to vifit him, for
which he would be handfomely confidered.
The vice or deputy-governor pointed to Dr
Fonderholft, faying, this gentleman is phy-
fician to the army, and one of the ableft phy-
ficians in Riga, therefore he could not be
better ferved ; and at the fame time polite-
ly defired the doctor to vifit the fuppofed
gentleman. Dr Fenderholit agreed, and was
giving diretions to his fervants to get his
coach ready, when the prince told him, that
that was needlefs, as his coach was large e-
nough to carry them all to fuch an inconfi-
derable diftance. After dinner, when they
had arrived at the houfe where they pretend-
ed the fick gentleman was f'uppolcd to be,

and had taken a few glafles of wine, the
docior
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doctor defired to fee him ; but was anfwer-
ed, that he was a ftate prifoner by order of
the cabinet ; and therefore they advifed him
to make no refiftance, but go into a travel-
ling waggon ready at the door ; telling him
at the fame time, that if he offered the leaft
refiftance, he would be bound faft with ropes,
and might be very cruelly treated on the way
by the ferjeant and foldiers, who were ap-
pointed to convoy him to his place of defti-
nation. ‘Thus this man was convoyed to Si=
beria, and there (in fome pitiful town) was
long immured, or kept in a hole in the wall,
with only a finall flit, through which he re-
ceived his provifion. It feems he had fome
money about him when he was arrefted, but
the captain took nothing from him except
his fword. The foldiers on the way robbed
him of his watch, but he concealed what lit-
tle money he had from them. He was at no
lofs to fee that his money could not maintain
him long, and likeways, that he, who had
been accuftomed to live in luxury, could not
long fupport himfelf with fuch poor provifi-
ons as are allowed to fuch prifoners; there-
fore he affeted to be a fortune-teller, and
gave inftrutions to the foldiers who kepe
guard upon him, frankly giving them the
half of what he got by his art.

The foldiers were acquainted with many
of the fuperflitious inhabitants, and told the
doctor every thing concerning them before

they
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they came to him, which he repeated to
them, whereby his fame, as a wife man,
fpread far, and he got fomething to fupport
himfelf. Having ne books, nor any company
-who could in the leaft help him to pafs his
time in this miferable fituation, he got a few
hens, and diverted himfelf with. feeding
them. e gave their eggs a black colour,
and wrote upon with a pin, ("den ungelucklick
Doétor - Fonderholft.) Ungelucklick fignifies
unfortunate. Thefe eggs he {old to the in-
habitants as charms, or fome fuch things.
They knew not the meaning of the writing,
but thought it made the eggs niore valuable.
After the doftor had been many months
thus confined, one day the governor’s lady
fet up in this village, in her way from Ruflia
to Siberia, and wanted eggs, amongft other
things, for dinner. The hoftefs told her,
that there was in this place a prifoner, a -
very wife man, who fold extraordinary eggs-
She defired to fee them ; and as {he under-
{tood the German language, fhe was furprized
to fee wrote upon them the name of the phy-
fician, who, a few years before that, had re-
covered her from a very dangerous fever.
She went to the hole, and {poke with the
doftor ; then fhe applied to her hufband,
and got his fituation made much eafier ;
and as the was a great favourite with the
Emprefs, {he wrote to her Majefty, and re-
prefented his undeferved misfortune fo pa-

_Lhetically,
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thetically, that the governor received orders
to liberate him, and fend him on her expence
to Mofcow, where he received fome of the
money he had been robbed of, but recover-
ed only a few of the valuable jewels which
were embezzled when he was at firlt confin-
ed. When I went firft to Mofcow, Dr Fon-
derhollt was arrived there, and all the peo-
ple of that city were full of his ftory. Tho’
he was not employed in the imperial fervice,
he lived very well by his practice, and the in-
habitants fhewed great kindnefs to him.

After he was fent from' Riga, the officers
went to his houfe to feize what value and
papers they could find. His fervants readi-
ly let them in; but the doctor had a dog
who bit many of them ; nor would this
faithful animal permit any to enter that room
till he was fhot. It was faid that they got
in gold and _]c,wcls in that room which the
dog defended, to the value of twenty thou-
fand rubles.

It was given out, that the dotor’s crime
was, his having treacheroufly kept up cor-
refpondence with fome of the neighbouring
princes: However, few people believed this,
becaufe it never was made cvidently appear;
and in Rufiia it is well known, that, when
people are unfortunate, many crimes are
laid to their charge, of which they are quite
innocent.

4 G The
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The above ftory, which is very true, gave
me {o much uneafinefs, that, I cannot deny,
it frequently, not only through the day ap-
peared to me moft horrible, but alfo difturbed
my fleep : Nor fhall I ever forget it fo long
as | live.

CH A P. XXXIX.

Concerning the Citizens of Riga, Courland, and
what happened there in the Year 1%750.

Houcen Riga and the inhabitants are
very well known to merchants and
fea-faring people, yet many of my readers
-may be defirous to be informed about them.
The inhabitants of Riga are a very frank,
kind people, and very polite to ftrangers.
They live by trade, and have, by their poli-
cy, kept hitherto up a fhew of liberty, I
{aid, that the city was governed by four ma-
giftrates ; but they have alfo a great number
of counfellors, and a fyndick. Their magi-
ftrates have a falary annexed to their office,
and they are not permitted to trade during
their magiftracy ; which, though eletive,
may continue as long as they live, providing
they pleafe their council. They have great
power in the city ; but if any think that they
have not got juftice, they appeal to St Pe-
terfburgh, and frequently get the magiftrates
fentence reverfed. They have many cor-
poral
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poral punifhments, and infli¢t them with fe-
verity upon thofe who are not of the coun-
cil. Iknew a very bafe inftance of their ri-
gour. An inn-keeper’s wife happened im-
prudently to reflect upon the injuftice of the
fyndick, which was reported to him. He
fummoned her and her hufband to appear
before the court ; and the fact being proved,
they f{entenced the woman to appear in the
market-place, when thronged with many
people, and there take up her own coats, and
receive a number of lathes upon her pofteri-
ors by the hands of the executioner. The
woman was a very comely perfon, and a
mother of fome children : Her hufband of-
fered to pay a confiderable fum of money,
to prevent fo fhameful and painful a punifh-
ment ; but all would not do ; fhe was ob-
liged to obey. If fhe had not fubmitted to
this vile fentence, fhe would per force have
been punifhed in the fame manner, but with
much more feverity., The people of Riga
were obliged to be filent; but the gentle-
men of the army, who valued them not, and
foreigners, ridiculed them f{o much for ex-
pofing the fex in fo unbecoming and bar-
barous a manner, that, I dare fay, there has
not been an example of the like nature fince.
The Livonian women are very pretty, ra-
ther inclinable to be fat, but fine agrecable
features. Their unmarried women are kept
mn very good order ; but it is faid, that, af-

tex
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ter marriage, they do not pay great regard
to chaftity, againft which they offend, not
by ftealth, but pretty openly. Their ladies of
quality are very vain ; but, at the fame time
polite to thofe who pay them great refpect.
Merchants wives, and other idle women,
are to be feen at the doors of their houfes,
almoft through the whole day, for no other
reafon than to fee the gentlemen pafs by,
and receive their compliments. To fuch a
length is this foolifh cuftom come, that a man
fcarcely can be covered one moment, and
therefore walk with their hats under their
arms, like fo many petits maitres. At my
firft arrival I took no notice of thefe idle
women ; at which they were affronted, and
called me an ungehefliger Schotlander, or an
ill-bred Scotchman. Their quality confifts
of counts, barons, and gentlemen, which,
altogether, they term nobles.  In Riga there
are three fuperb magnificent churches of
the reformed Lutheran religion, and one
chapel of the Puritan, fupported chiefly by
the Britifh merchants. I was once prefent
where it was obferved to the Puritan paftor,
that the Britifh {cldom went to the church.
The paftor acknowledged the fact; but
faid, that, notwithftanding thereof, the Bri-
tith were very eflential pillars to it 5 becaufe,
if it were not for them, the reft of thofe who
profels their religion were not able either to
HpI"DH the church or {upport the paftor.
. Courland



TRAVELES 605

Courland is fuch-a country as Livonia,
but there are more woods in it; and I think
the foil is better, and not {o very fandy. It
is fitnated fouth-weft from Livonia, and is
but a {inall dukedom, fubject to the crown
of Poland, though the Ruflians, in my time,
kept them greatly under ; yet the Courlan-
ders are much more firee than the Livonians,
and are ruled by their own laws.

The people are very like the Livonians,
only I imagine the peafants are not fuch
flaves ; yet thisT cannot certainly fay, becaule,
though I was twice in that country, my time
was very fhort ; but I am certain, that the
gentry are much more at liberty than the
Livonians ; for they can go where, and do
what they pleale; and are in their own
country {ubject to their own laws. Howe-
ver, they have been of late much bridled by
feventeen thoufand Ruffian troops, who lay
in Courland during the time I was in Riga.

The Courlanders, when their Duke was
an exile, were governed by four great offi-
cers of ftate, in the fame manner as if the
Duke had been with them : Under them
the country is governed by the gentry,
many of whom are appointed judges, called
Landts Raadts, or country counfellors. I
imagine they have greater powers than our
juftices of peace ; for I have been informed,
that three Polifh gentlemen can inflit capi-
tal punifhments vpon their boors. The e-

ftablifhed
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ftablifhed religion is Roman Catholic ; hyt
they are mild enough in Courland to thofe
of the reformed. I fulpect, however, that
this is much owing to the Ruffian troops be-
ing there, for many of their officers are of
the reformed religion, who would not have
borne any reftraint upon their religion.
Courland and Livonia are very plentiful
countries ; they have not only enough for
themfelves, but are able to export great
quantities of all forts of grain.  The capital
of Courland is but a very {mall city, without
any fortification : The walls are all in ruins,
fo that you may ride over them. I fufpect
that they are not permitted to rebuild them ;
but Riga is one of the beft fortified cities I e-
ver faw. The citizens of Riga had a very
high ftrong wall between the city and citadel,
fo that it would appear the citadel was un-
der the authority of the city, in the time of
the Swedifh government, becaufe the citadel
lay expofed to the cannon of the city placed
upon that high wall, which effectually cover-
ed the city from any attempt of the garrifon
in the citadel : But things are changed;
the high wall is thrown down, and the city
lies expofed to the cannon of the citadel,
which is feparated from the city by a deep
broad foffa, and high walls, well ftored with
cannon. -
Thelate Earl of Hyndford returned to Bri-
tain through Riga, where he was much ho-

noured by the good old ficld marfhal. Thefe
two
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two great men feemed to vie with one ano-
ther which of them fhould behave with the
greateft politenefs. I had been henoured
with a letter from the Earl, acquainting me,
that he expefted to be in Riga on fuch a
day, and defiring that I would not be ab-
fent. I obtained leave from jthe field mar-
fhal to go about twenty miles out of the city
to meet the Earl. We arrived at Riga late,
but the count had ordered one gate to be left
open, that the Earl might meet with no ftop,
a piece of politenefs that was never fhown to
any before. 'When the Earl arrived, he fent
his fecretary with compliments to the count;
the count returned that ceremony by one of
his general adjutants. Next day the FEarl
paida vifit to the count. The old gentleman
took that {fo well, that he went down flairs,
and faw the Earl placed in his coach ; nor
would he be hindered. Not fatisfied with
this, he had ordered his own coach to be
got in readinefs, he went into it, and order-
ed to drive immediately behind the Earl’s
coach to the houfe where he lodged, un-
known to the Earl, who was not a little {fur-
prized with the novelty of this piece of po-
litenefs. 'When the count was going to re-
turn, the Barl propofed to convoy him to
his caftle ; but this the count would not per-
mit, telling the Earl, that if he did fo, they
would be obliged to drive after one another
through the flreets of Riga the whole day ;

for,
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for, faid he, I am determined to pay the laft
vifit, baving failed, by your Lord(hip’s a-
lertnefs, to pay the firft, which good man-
ners obliged me to have done. Count Lacy
had a very f{incere friendfhip for the late Earl
of Hyndford, which he feemed to take plea-
fure in acknowledging in' a very fingular-and
oftentatious manner, upon every occafion
which offered ; and which I was allured he
never had done to any before, nor in my
time of ferving in that army. Next day
the Earl crofled the river Dwina in a great
ftorm of wind and rain, when the river was
running thick with ice, in company with the
late Mr Freir furgeon to the Ruflian guards,
who was returning to his native country,
and my late brother, who was killed at the
Moro Caftle, and his fecretary.  'When they
were in the middle ‘of the river, they ftruck
againft a board of ice, by which meansa
plank was flarted from the bow, which,
though a new boat, let in much water. No
doubt, they were all in danger ; yet noné
could obferve that the Earl was in the leaft
alarmed. ~ The boat-men had fowme fith i
the fore end, which were wafhed in with the
water. The fecretary fecing fith, roared
out, that they would be all loft, becaufe, faid
he, there are numbers of fifh already in the
boat. ~ The country people were carrying
over fome grains to feed their cattle, which

was thrown into the river. Mr Freir had Im
the
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the boat a trunk, in which he kept his moft
valuable papers. He imagined that they
had thrown out his trunk, and exprefled,
upon that occafion, the utmoft indignation
and ['mpnf'e, till he was aflured that his
trunk was ftill fafe; however, though with
difficulty, they got all fafe to the other fide.

€ H AP. XL
Concerning the Garrifon ar Riga, &c.

SAID before that I had no difficulty,
though very much fatigue with the ar-
my, but it was quite otherwﬂe with the
garrifon: In the Spring feafon the feurvy
raged with the gr eatcft violence, and fieep-
ed away many men ; you may read my de-
feription of it in Dr Lind on the feurvy
page 338. When I faw what difmal ha-
vock this difeafe would make in the garrifon,
I regreted the want of gardens, where frefh
hc'rbs, and excellent vegetab]es might have
been nurfed up for the nfe of the fick. One
of the furgeons was honeft enough to tell
me, after takmg my pr01mie not to difcover
my author, that the great Father of Ruffia,
Peter, had not fowotten the garrifon lloipl-
tals of Riga, and fhowcd me that one acre of
land was by that great Emperor allotted to
each hofpital, but added that the phyfician
4 H would
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would not enter into any difpute with the -
fuperior otficers of the regiments. Thele
gardens were at that time drefled up for the
ufe of the colonels, licutenant-colonels, and
majors, and the hofpitals for which they
were defigned had not the {imalleft ufe of
them. I thanked the turgeon for his infor-
mation, aand aflured him that [ was deter-
mined, in {pitz of any oppofition I could
meet with, to get the gardens reftored to
the fick. Accordingly I went directly to
the garrifon chancery, and demanded to fee
the books in which the garrilon hofpitals
were inftituted. This the fecretary could
not deny ; there I found out that to each
ho(>ital was aliotted an acre of ground for
the nle of the fick, and was ordained to be
.dreffed by the foldiers belonging to the gar-
rifon: When | was in pofleflion of fo good
auihority, 1 reprefented the miferable fitua-
tion of the hofpital to the Field-marfhal. He
returned me thanks for my care, and defir-
ed me to give into his chancery a petition re-
prelenting the ftate of the hofpitals, and de-
manding the gardens to be reftored, purely
for the ufe of the fick. In doing this I
loft no time ; accordingly the gardens were€
inftantly reftored, and orders iffued that the
commiffaries thould be aniwerable for any
the leaft embezzlement. Any one may fe2
that I muaft meet with no friendfhip from the
principal officers who had furreptitioufly
feized
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feized upon thefe gardens: And Dr Graff
was affronted that 1 had not acquainted him
betore 1 proceeded fo far. 1 valued very
little any thing they could act againft me,
and threatned to report the affair to the me-
dicine chancery, which quicted them.

Now I began in earnelt to project my ex-
it out of Rutlia, My wife had born iour
fons, three of whom were living. I could
not bear the thoughts of letting my chil-
dren have a chance of lofing their liberty,
which undoubtedly they would run the rifque
of, if 1 had happened to die before they
attained the ufe of their reafon, and had re-
folution to infift upon their right. I repre-
fented their cafe and the views 1 had (o their
mother, and let her fee the neceflicy there
was for her going to Scotland with her chil-
dren, afluring her thar I would return to it
next year, She very frankly agreed to my
plan, [ then went to.my good commander
the Field-marfhal, and told him that it was
neceflary for my wife and children 10 be
fent to the care of my relations in Scotland,
and therefore I begged that he would be-
friend me, without much trouble, to grant
them proper paflports, telling him that I
had at that time one of the beft opportunities
of fending them with Captain Scot for Dun-
dee. He moft readily granted the paflp:rts,
and I loft no time in fending them awav,
My eldeft fon was feven years old, my fecond
‘ was,
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was one year and five months, my youngeft
(named Piercy after the Field-mar(hal who
ftood godfather for him) was only two
months.  Probably this will be thought a
barbarous action by fome, to fend a young
woman with three¢ infants into a country,
wherp fhe was an abfolute ftranger: Bur I
am pretty certain that when every thing
is confidered, the judicious part of man-
kind will be of “opinion that I acted
very right, as by this action, I preferved all
our liberties. I rifqued very great hard-
fhips to preferve them, I rifqued every thing
valuable to myfelf for their fafeties : I fent
them to the care of my father, and to a
country where they could be educated in
prmaples, which I always had judged beft;
and I provided for the liberty of thofe not
then born. Tt is evident that I placed my-
felf in the gap, and counted nothing too
dear to deliver them from bondage. I
cannot exprefs the anxiety I was in at part-
ing, and indeed, which continued till 1 {aw
them ; for I imagine I was in no fmall jeo-
pardy as the fequel will prove. I was ob-
liged to bear the impertinent taunts and re-
proaches of feveral people, ignorant of the
value I put on hbcxtv, at fending them a-
way ; however the great inquictudes and
commotions in my mind got fome relief in
about three months thereafter, when I re-

¢ r:nr..cl a letter from my wife acqmmtmg me
\
that
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that they were all fafely arrived in Scotland,
and in good health.

My {imall family being now fafely arrived
in Scotland. 1 confidered that my petitions,
trom Aftrachan had never been honoured
with ¢ any anfwer ; therefore determined to
petition for my dl{Ch’ll'“'C from the fervice ;
or if that could not convemcmly be agreed
to, I demanded one year to go for Scotland,
where my family then was, in order to put
my affairs in a regular way, that my wife
and infants might not be liable to fuffer any
hardihip by my abfence : Such a petition I
fent off loon after I was aflured that they
were arrived in Scotland, that they in the
chancery might have, according to the re-

gulations, one half’ year to provide them-
felves with another in my place.

In the month of Auguft, a moft dange-
rous fire broke out in a brewer’s houle bnilt
to the fide of a magazine of hemp, which
was contiguous to the greatefl powder ma-
gazine in Riga. Upon this occafion,: the ci-
tizens were in very great confufion, the
gates of the city were all fhut, and none
was permitted either to go in or out. The
good old Field-marfhal had been complain-
ing, but upon this occafion, he went out,
and flood upon the magazine of powder
during the whole time, though a cold
night,- and gave out his orders for extin-
gmﬂunw the fire. I attcmpted to get to him,

but
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but could not, the multitude, hurry, and
confufion was fo great. The danger was
very dreadful, but by the care of our field-
marfhal it was at lalt extinguifhed. The
generals flocked all about him, promifed to
do every thing to get it extinguithed, if he
would retire to the caftle, but he would not,
faying, that if Riga the metropolis was
blown up, he would not furvive it. By
the vigorous application of the foldiers, un-
der the eye of their ficld-marfhal, it was at
aft extinguithed, with the lofs only of one
houfe, although every one was expecting, e-
very. moment, that they would be blown up
in the air : But it was the caufe of a fever
to the good old count, which, though he
recovered it, was the caufe of a cachexy,
which at laft fent him to bhis grave. Next
morning he infilted vpon being blooded
contrary to the opinion of all the phyficians,
and from this time, he continued in a very
dangerous way, till the beginning of De-
cember, when he recovered fome flrength.
In the time of his illnefs, exprefles were fent
to St Peterfburgh frequently with reports of
his ftate of health; at laft, it was the opi-
nion of all the medical people, that he
ought not to be troubled with any bufinefs ;
we communicated our opinion to him, and
bh"'gt‘d that we mwht be permitted to men-
tion it, in our next report to the cabinet,

t0 which he confented. Accordingly Prince
Dolgaruka
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Dolgaruka our vice or deputy governor was
ordered to take care of the affairs of the
province, and four gencrals were command-
ed to take care of the army. At laft, he
was {0 far recovered, that on new year’s day
he went into a great hall where many hun-
dreds of officers uled to go to do bufinefs,
pay their refpects to the good old count, or
fee their friends. When the count appear-
ed dreffed in a brocade fuit of cloaths with
his fword by his fide, and in all his differ-
ent orders, the gentlemen fhouted for joy
to {ee once more the perfon who had led
them, every where victorious, againft their
enemies. The count was extremely well
pleafed with this mark of their love to him,
and ftood fpeaking to them {o long that I
obferved him fhaking. I went to him, and
put him in mind of his weaknefs. He
turned to the gentlemen and told them that
his own feeblenefs, and the dodtor’s com-
mands, as he thought proper to exprels
himfelf, would not permit him to flay long-
er there, made a bow, and retired for the
laft time from the gentlemen of the army,
who truly adored him. That day arrived in
Riga, in his way to 8t Peterfburgh, an am-
baffador from the court of Vienna, who din-
ed with the ficld-marthal. When he arrived
in St Peterfburgh he reported that the count
was miuich recovered, and had, he hoped, e-

feaped all danger: But by the time he reach-
: ed
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ed St Peterfburgh the cafe was quite others
ivays ; for that very night, after the ambaf*
fador bad left him, he rcla pled ; nor did he
ever recover it. B8

When the Emprefs received fuch agreeable
news, fhe fent orders to the war-office, that
they fhould require the cotint to take the
command of the army, and congratulate
him on his recovery. By the time the[L or-
ders arrived in Riga the count was worfe by
much, and took it ill of the council of war
to require him, wheii in fo feeble a flate, to
take the command: He ordered the fecre-
tary to return for an{wer, that he had taken
the command ; nor fhould he ever part with
it again till death parted them ¢ That altho’
he was no longer able to ride on horfeback,
he was determined to go where-cver it {hould
be found neceflary, carried in a litter.

At this time it was ftrongly reported, that,
early in the {pring, we fhould be ordered
to miarch again{t the Pruffians: But itis
well known, that the differences were ami-
cably made up between the courts of St Pe-
terfburgh and Berlin at that time. I was
prefent when the courit gave thete orders to
his fecretary ; but fcarce had he done, when
the poft-mafter brought a great bag of let-
ters ; I was informed that the number ex-
ceeded one hundred. Upon feeing fuch a
number, we, who were not intcrefted, re-

tired,
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tired, and there remained with the count only
one ot two of his fons-in-law to read the con-
tents. After a (hort time I was defired to
vifit the count, and was told that the bufi-
nefs was ended: I did fo, and found him
much fatigued with reading letters of con-
gratulation on his recovery ; the caufe of
which happened in the following manner :
1 was informed by undoubted authority, that
when the Empre{s got notice of the count’s
recovery, fhe exprefled as great fatisfadtion
as if he had been her father ; and with great
joy ordered the above-mentioned orders to
be fent : That General Apraxin, who ex-
pected to get a marfhal’s ftaff by the army,
and fome of his friends, accofted the Em-
prefs, telling. her, that the field-marfhal was
worn out with age, and, at his time of life,
was unable to command fo great an army as
was in Livonia.  They therefore counfelled
her to appoint Count Lacy governor-general
of the conquered provinces only, and confti-
tute another field-marfhal by the army.
Whether the Empre{s faw through their de-
fign, or whether fhe acted according to the
di¢kates of her own reafon, I fhall not de-
termine ; but her gracious anfwer was, That,
from all accounts which fhe had ever got,
Count Lacy had at all times behaved him-
felf firiétly as a man of the moft unblemifh-
ed honour : That fhe defied any prefent to’
produce one fingle inftance to the contrary :

41 That
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That no complaint had ever been made a-
gainft him, either from the army or pro-
vinces ; but that fhe was well aflured that
he was revered as their father: That ashe
had f{erved her father, his fucceflors, and
herfelf, without blemifh, the was determined
to maintain him in all his places of high truft
and honour as long as he lived : And that if
any durft attempt after that time, to diffuade
her from that refolution, fhe was determined
to make fuch feel the utmoft weight of her
refentment. Thefe laft words, it is faid, {he
exprefled with fuch an air, as made them all
tremble. They flunk off ; and all the cour-
tiers, and others, who heard of'it, wrote let-
ters of congratulation, and afked and return-
ed thanks for favours. This great good
man continued daily to lofe his firength till
the 19th of April 1751, when he died, uni-
verfally lamented by all who had the honour
of his acquaintance. His two fons arrived
fome months before his death, and attended
him carefully till his laft. The eldeft re-
mained at Riga when I left that city, but
the youngeft, who is at prefent field-marfhal
to the Emperor of Germany, returned foon
after his father’s death to Vienna. Count
Lacy left Ireland when 13 years of age, an
enfign in King James VII.’s army, and retir-
ed to France, where he ferved {fome years. He
ferved fix years in the Emperor of Germany’s
army, and entered into the Ruffian fervice as

major
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major in the guards, fometime before the
battle of Narva ; and I was informed that it
was owing to his deftroying the roads in
the rear of the Ruflian fugitives, which pre-
vented the Swedes from purfuing, and ma-
king a more terrible carnage : From which
time he ferved ever  victorious, and greatly
in favour of all the crowned heads, and
much refpected by all good men till his
death.

It is needlefs here to trouble the reader
with the many altercations which happened
betwixt the malicious Dr Graff and me. Ig
is endugh to obferve, that he had accufed
me of impoflibilities, and falfely ; which I
had well attefted by the late field-marfhal,
and other refpectable people in the army ;
and what related to the medical affairs, [ had
attefted by the phyfician of the army, and
all the garrifon furgeens. In fhort, I pro-
poled to the moft imperious and unjuft Hol-
lander, Kaw Boerhaave, to have our affairs
tried by a court-martial, when I was certain,
fupported only by the regulations of Peter
the Great, I fhould have little trouble in ren-
dering him incapable to ferve in Ruflia, or
any other well regulated nation.  And what
refpected his practice of medicine, I doubted
not would be readily condemned by all the
univerfities in Europe, to whom I was ready
to appeal.  The fear of this hindered him
from caufing the furgeons keep regular

books
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books in the hofpitals ; but I had abundance
of teftimonials of his mal-practice, and of his
either lettting the foldiers be ftarved, or fed
with {fmall portions of rotten fith, fome of
which I keep to this day, as a curiofity.
+ I have reafon to believe, that my frequent
follicitations concerning thefe affairs haften-
ed the happy time of receiving my difcharge
- from the fervice. On the 3d of April the .
field-marfhal caufed read my dilcharge, which
indeed makes very honourable mention of my
long fervices ; then he caufed read a memo-
rial from the medicine chancery to him, which
I was not expecting, requiring, that before
my difcharge fhould be given to me, I {hould
be obliged to fign a paper, binding myfelf
to return to the fervice in the {pace of one
year, acquainting bim that my place in the
army could not be kept vacant during fo
long time.  As 1 had lately obtained my de-
grees as phylician, it was required that I
fhould, before I left the country, acquaint
the archiator or chancery in what poft or
place I was willing to ferve. The good
ficld-marfhal then afked me, If I was refol-
ved to go by land ? I anfwered, that I in-
tended to wait till the fhipping arrived, be-
caunfe the journcy by land would be very ex-
penfive. Then he returned my difcharge
and the memorial to the fecretary, faying,
that, as I intended to fltay fo long, he ex-
pected T would affift him with my advice and
i ' attend-



TRAVELS. 621

attendance as long as I remained, and that it
was but reafonable I [hould receive my fala-
ry as formerly for fuch trouble. A few days
before the field-marfhal died, a report was
figned by Dr Shilling, phyfician to the army,
and myfelf, declaring, that it was our for-
rowful opinion, that the field-marthal could
not put off many days longer; that all hopes
of his recovery were at an end. Upon re-
ceipt of this, all written affairs were fealed
up, and a report fent to the Emprefs by the
vice-governor and generals of the army.

On the 19th, prefently after the field-mar-
fhal’s death, as I was going to the caflle, I
met the fecretary, who delivered to me my
difcharge, without requiring any conditions,
at which I was, no doubt, extremely glad :
But when the ficld-marfhal’s papers were un-
{ealed, the memorial, which I took notice of
formerly, was found amongft them. Prince
Dolgaruka, the vice-governor and my patient,
fent for me, and required that I fhould fign
a paper, obliging myfelf to return in the
{pace of one year. 1 anfwered, that, if that
had been defired before I had received my
difcharge, I would have complied, and would
alfo have kept my word with as much truth
as I had ferved long fifteen years; but faid,
that,as I had now got my difcharge, I thought
it unreafonable in the chancery to afk a free
man to oblige himfelf to be bound to any
gountry. The prince told me, that he could

not
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not anf{wer to let me go till he heard from
the chancery, or till I gave him fuch a wri-
ting. Thus we parted, ever in great friend-
thip.

All the citizens of Riga mourned for the
lofs of the late field-marfhal, and tolled their
bells cight days. The army were not be-
hind them in exprefling their grief ; and I
lamented his death with as much (fince-
rity as is poffible for a human breaft., I
had great reafon, for I had loft a moft {in-
cere and potent friend, one who would and
could have effectually protected me againit
all the force of the medicine chancery, who
very foon began to let me fee that they in-
tended to jump over the facred walls of ho-

nour, juftice, and truth, and, contrary to
all Jaws human and divine, rob me of my
falary, and even my liberty, notwith{tanding
the difcharge they had given me, making the
moft honourable mention of my long fervi-
ces !

At the time when my difcharge was firfl
received, the field-marfhal faid, that as I had
been long abfent from Britain, he thought 2
declaration from him concerning my fervices
in Ruffia, with his fubfeription and feal,
might be of fervice to me. I could do no
lefs than return him thanks for his kindnefs,
and told him, that I thought I would be
much honoured by it. He faid, that if T want-

ed to ferve any where in Europe, he doubf;i
- ¢
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ed not that it would be a good introduction;
but was afraid it would not have much
weight in Great Britain, where he lamented
that every poft or place was bought and fold,
a very {mall value being fet upon qualifica-
tions. Accordingly he ordered his {ecretary
to make out a teftimonial in the French lan-
guage, which I retain, and value it very
much, but have never made ufe of it.

C HAP XLL

Concerning my Tranfadtions and Efcape, after I
had gor my Difcharge.

AVING now got my difcharge, I wrote

a letter to Dr Kaw Boerhaave, begging

that he would caufe payment be made to me,
agreeable to Peter the Great’s regulations, of
my falary due by the medicine chancery, ac-
quainting him at the fame time, that I had
fent a petition to the medicine chancery for
that purpofe. 1 waited one month in vain
for an anfwer, and then wrote another letter
- to Dr Condoidy, vice-prefident at that time
in the chancery, in which the nature of the
fubje@ obliged me to reflet upon the little
notice taken of my petition and letter {ent to
the archiator ; this I did with all decency :
Bu: the chancery, no doubt well knowing
that they might have been obliged to pay me
‘ cut
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out of their own pockets, at this time fent
one; the moft unprecedented order to Prince
Dolgaruka that ever was heard of, except pof-
{ibly;, from a board of inquifition. It com-
manded the prince not to permit me to go
from Riga till he received further orders:

~ This order was received the latter end of
May. A fecond order, {till more furprifing,
was received from faid chancery in the lat-
ter end of June. It commanded the Prince
to fend me from Riga to St Peterfburgh on
my own charges, and to take from under
my hand an obligation, that I fhould fet out
from Riga upon a certain day ; that I fhould
go by a certain road; and laftly, that I
fhould be in St Peterfburgh, and appear in
the chancery, againft {uch a day as I {hould
fix.” I needed no fpectacles to fee into the
defign of fuch an inhumane and unprece-
dented order, and I hinted no lefs to the
Prince, who could not deny that it looked
as if they defigned to feize me by the road,
and he fincerely condoled with me. - 1 ob-
ferved to the prince, that he was ordered to
let me go from Riga, but not until [ had
figned fuch an obligation as the chancery de-
manded : He aflented to the truth of this s
then I put him in remembrance of the care
I had taken of himfelf and family, and only
defired a few days, till I had laid my diftrels
before the Britith minifter, who, I imagined,
could not fail to give me his proteﬂiqn,-fbﬂ"
ore
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fore he the Prince made a report to the chan-
cery, telling him, that I alfo would petition
the ch'mcexy for ]nﬁxce and fend it with his
report. To all this he agreed. T then fent
off a letter to our minifter Mr Guy Dickens,
and related all my grievances, and only de-
fired that he would make it known to the Em-
prefs, or get the Grand Chancellor to bring
me to St Peterfburgh in fafety, where, I
doubted not, that I fhould make my ene-
mies much athamed of their aftions, and ve-
ry probably punifhed. I oblerved to the
minifter, that, as a Britith fubject, I thought
I had a right to demand his protection, to
fee that juftice was done me, which if he did,
I had no reafon to be in the leaft afraid of
any thing they could do. At the fame time, I
wrote to an acquaintance in St Peterfburgh,
and defired him' to fpeak with the Britil
minifter, and immediately fend me notice,
what he intended to do. By the courfe of
the poft, I received an anfwer from my friend,
teiling me that he had {poken with the mini-
fter, who faid, that if 1 would come to St
Peterfburgh, he then would proteét me, but
could not at that diftance ! and that he never
defigned to write me one fcrap. I could
{carcely believe that a minilter from Britain
would, or indeed durft neglect the fecurity of
one of their mafter’s fubjeéts ; but in this I
was miftaken. I could not foon find out
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the caufe of Mr Guy Dickens’ indifference,
-efpecially as I waited on him when he pafled
through Riga, and offered him any fervices
which were in my power: He allo in his
turn promifed to do me any kindnefs he
could ; but, upon refleflion, I fuppofe that
the fright he was put into at the court of Swe-
den, a few years before this period, deterred
him from protecting me ; but it is evident
to every perfon, that the cafes were extreme-
Iy different ; for in Sweden it was faid, that
he received under his proteflion a perfon
who had been plotting againft the govern-
ment, and my affair was private, relating only
to my jult demands. Thank heaven, I was
fo far from being one of fuch charatter, that
at this day, if I was informed of any harm to
come upon Ruflia, I would lofe no time in
contributing all in my power for its fafety;
and I am not afhamed to declare, that I
‘honour Ruflia next to my own native coun-
try.

Finding no longer fafety in Riga, having
fealed up ali my chefts, and fecured what
money I had in that country, 1 privately left
Riga, entered into a Britith thip, and fately
arrived, on the 15th day of Auguft in Dun-
dee, to my great fatisfallion. 1, foon after
my arrival, went to my wife and children, who
were agreeably furprifed, not having been in-
iormed that I intended to come home at that

time.

7
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time.  Soon after my arrival, I applied to the
late Farl of Hyndford (having been inform-
ed, by letters received from Riga, that Prince
Dolgaruka would not let my baggage be fent
to Scotland) for relief, who molt readily re-
quired from me a fpecies fadi, and fent it off
with a memorial from himfieif to the Granc
Chancellor Beftucheff. Though the Earl was
then at Carmichael-houfe, and velted with no
public character, fo much regard was paid
to his powerful reprefentation at the court of
St Peterfburgh, that a very threatening order
was fent to Prince Dolgaruka to fend off my
baggage in all hafte, and with all care. The
Prince was {o alarmed with the faid order,
that Mr Wallace, the only Scoch mafter re-
maining at Riga, was ordered to receive
them on board his fhip, though he fcarcely
had room, who brought them fafely to Aber-
brothock in the fame year in which I came
home. From this it appears, that a proper
minifter can not only do great good to his
country in general, but to every individual
belonging to it ; fo that had the Earl been
in St Peterfburgh when I left Riga, I would
have had no great difliculty in getting all
my arrears paid up; whereas I loft not on-
ly all my juit demands, but much precious
time, by the ination or timid difpofition of
Mr Guy Dickens. My claim, however, be-
ing clear and well founded, I formed it in-
to
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to a memorial, which I preferred to a great
man at that court, and was favoured with
this frivolous anfwer, * That none would
then fpcak to the Emprefs (Elifabeth) about
any private affairs !”





















