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T R A V E L S 

T H R O U G H T H E 

INTERIOR PARTS 

O F 

A M E R I C A . 

L E T T E R X L I I . 

Cambridge, in Neva England, 

Nov. ij, 1777. 

M Y D E A R F R I E N D , 

T N military operations, the conqueror is 

delighted to honor the good conduct 

arid bravery of the defeated, not only by 

the fecret approbation of his own heart, 
w h i c h induces h i m to refpecf a gallant be­

haviour, even i n an enemy, but becaufe his 
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ambition is agreeably flattered by the con-

quell of thofe who had rendered them-

Wives formidable by their bravery——and 

no doubt but from thefe motives, General 

Gates being fully fenfible of the mortifica­

tion attending our reverfe of fortune, and 

not wifhing to add any circumftance that 

might aggravate our prefent calamity, kept 

his army w i t h i n their camp during the 

time we were pil ing up our arms, that they 

might not bp fpecrators of fo humiliating a 

fcene. 

O u r fituation, although unfortunate, is 

not the firff. inftance of an army's capi­

tulating, witnefs the convention at Clofter-

hauven, which was fo fhamefully broke; 

and i f you look farther back into hiflory, 

you w i l l find, that exactly a century ago, 

the army under the Duke of Saxe Eyfenack, 

which had been confiderably weakened by 

the loffes and fatigues of the campaign> 

was under the neceflity of furrendering to 

the 



the Marfhal de Crequi, who granted a 

paffport, conceived i n very humble terms 

to the Duke of Saxe Eyfenack, allowing 

him permiifion to pafs with his army by a 

particular route, and all the officers, 

troopers, and common foldiers of the 

French army, were expreffly forbid to offer 

the leaff. injury or infult, either to the 

Duke or his army, i n their, return to Ger­

many. 

In this latter point General Gates i m i ­

tated the Marfhal, for after we had piled 

up our arms and our march was fettled, as 

we pafTed the American army, throughout 

the whole of them I did not obferve the 

leaft difrefpect, or even a taunting look, 

hut all was mute affonifhment and p i t y — 
a n d it gave us no little pleafure to find that 

the antipathy fo long fhewn us was con­

signed to oblivion, elevated to that treat­

ment which the authorized maxims and 

practices of war enjoin, civi l deportment 
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to a captured enemy, imfullied with the 

exulting air of victors. 

For want of the advantages of an imme­

diate, exacf, and regular communication 

with the fouthern army, i l l faccefs has been 

the confequence. The fad event o f our 

expedition evinces the necefuty of confiding 

the plan of war to a General, who might 

improve every conjuncture by changing 

difcretionally the route and fpecies of the 

war. I f our Commander's orders had been 

general, and not fuch abfolute ones as could 

not be varied from, (of which he made us 

acquainted on the morning of our furren-

der) he.'wonld not have been under the ne-

ceflity of engaging the King's army i n any 

hazardous attempt, as he might have re-

croifed the Hudfons, and changed the war 

to the defenfive. 

People are very apt to draw conclufions 

from what .they think ought to be, and 

form 



form fyftems which circumftances muff 

alter. N o doubt but it w i l l be generally 

thought i n England, as we had reduced 

Ticonderoga, and had only twenty-five 

miles to Albany, the place of our intended 

delf ination, it was eafy to accomplifh it , 

without confidering the delays and impe­

diments we have met with. This hafly 

kind of doctrine you muff often have been 

witnefs to, from the fpirited hopes and ex­

pectation of our national feelings. 

Our melancholy cataftrophe w i l l be a 

caution to others in power, i n their direc­

tions to a General this expedition appears 

to have been planned by thofe, who, fitting 

in their clofets, with a inap before them, 

ridiculoufly expect the movements of 
a n army to keep pace with their rapid 

ideas, not only directing general opera­

tions, but particular movements of a cam-

P^gn, carried on through a country i n i n ­

terior defarts, and at a diftance of three 
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thoufand miles, without allowing the Ge­

neral who is to conduce that army, to be 

inverted with powers for changing the mode 

of war, as circumftances may occur. 

It was univerfally underftood through­

out the army, that the object of our ex­

pedition was to effect: a junction with that 

under General Howe, and by fuch means 

become matters of the Hudfon's river, 

dividing the northern from the fouthem 

provinces. Y o u can eafdy conceive the 

aftonifhment i t occafioned, when we were 

informed that General Howe's anny had 

gone to Philadelphia, and it was the more 

increafed, as we could not form to ourfelves 

any idea how fuch a ftep would facilitate,, 

or effect a junction. 

It is natural to fuppofe, when two 

armies are to meet, that the northern one 

would advance to the fouthward, and the 

fouthern to the northward ; or i f they are 

to 



to meet any where about the center be­

tween each, that they would fet out i n 

thofe directions, much about the fame 

time. But it mould feem that thofe who 

have the direction at home of the armies 

upon this Continent, defpifing fuch fimple 

and natural means of effecting a junction, 

difpatch the army at New Y o r k further 

fouth, and fend the army, from Canada i n 

the fame direction, that i f both continued 

their courfe t i l l doomfday, it would be i m -

poflible to meet. I am too much afraid 

thofe at the head of affairs too implicitly 

credited every report, and are continually 

led away by the falfe information of men 

who are interefted i n the deception, and 

are profiting by the common calamities of 

England and America. 

The courage, refolution and patience of 

the army i n enduring the hardfhips of the 
C a u\paign i n general, but more particularly 

the conclufion of it , muft fully refute an 
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invidious charge of foreigners i n general, 

particularly the French, that the Engli fh 

are unfit for the hardfliips of war, and 

though brave and intrepid i n the field, are 

not capable of enduring fatigue, without 

the conveniencies of life. 

Throughout the whole campaign, the 

men had not a morfel of bread, but mixed 

up their flour into cakes, and baked them 

upon a ftone before a fire; very feldom 

fpirits to cheer them after fatiguing days, 

i n clearing away the woods for encamp­

ments, repairing roads, and conftrucfing 

bridges; feldom frefh provihons j fcanty 

and miferable as the allowance to a foldier 

is, it was reduced to half its quantity on 

the 3d of October. After the action of the 

19th of September, the men continually 

flept with their accoutrements on, and after 

the action on the 7th, never had a tent to 

fhelter them from the heavy and almolf 

inceffant rains that fell from that time t i l l 

the 



the convention, without the refrefhment of 

spirits during this period; and after our 

arrival at Saratoga, debarred of that very 

eflential to the health and convenience of 

troops, water, although clofe to a fine 

rivulet, it being at the hazard of life, i n 

the day time, to get any,.from the number 

of riflemen the enemy had polled i n trees, 

and at night the men were prevented, as 

they were fure to be taken prifoners, i f 

they attempted it. A l l the water that the 

army was fupplied with was from a very 

muddy fpring, and what they could get out 

of the holes the cattle made with their feet 

by way of luxury, and to render their pro­

vihons more palateable, when it rained hard, 

the men ufed to "catch it i n their caps, to 

mix with their flour. 

Officers in general fared the fame as the 

foldiers, moft of them young campaigners, 

and not fo provident of their liquors, rely-
m g upon a frcih feppty that was following 

the 



the army. This was the only time i n life 

I found money of little ufe: how deceived 

we are i n our opinion, that it conftitutes 

all our happinefs!—I was not the only one 

who, when drenching wet and fhivering 

with cold, would have given a guinea for a 

glafs of any fpirit. 

One day I thought fortune had pointed 

me out as one of her favorites, for my fer-

vant came and informed me he had met 

with a woman who had half a pint of 

New England rum to difpofe of, but fhe 

would not part wi th it under a guinea. 

I haffened h i m back for it, left any one 

mould offer the woman more, which I was 

fenfible would be the cafe, i f known. I 

would myfelf have given treble for half the 

quantity, being apprehenfive of an ague, 

from being continually i n wet cloaths, and 

expofed day and night to all weathers. 

Y o u w i l l not accufe me of a churlifh dif-

pofition, but when I obtained the r u m , 

neceflity, 



necefTity, contrary to inclination,, rendered 

me extremely lb. 

U p o n our arrival at Saratoga, three com­

panies of our regiment, one of which 

was that I belong to, were polled i n a 

fmall redoubt, clofe to the creek; our fitu-

ation was by no means capable of making 

any great defence, but merely to obferve i f 

the enemy palled the creek i n any force : 

had they attempted it, we were to have kept 

up a firing during their croffing, then to 

have abandoned our flation, and joined the 

main body of the army. T h i s p o l l was a 

fmall fquare redoubt, con ft rutted with logs 

bread high, and the only fhelter afforded 

to the troops was from thofe angles which 

faced the enemy, as the others were fo 

expofed, that we had feveral men killed and 

wounded in the redoubt by the riflemen 5 

who were polled i n trees j we could dif-

cern them every morning at day-break, 

taking their fituations upon the moi l lofty 

trees 



trees they met wi th , by which means they 

commanded fome of the interior parts of 

the redoubt. O u r fituation was fuch, that 

a man rifqued his life i f he ventured i n the 

day time to look over the works; and to 

convince, you how fure thefe men are of 

hitting their mark, the foldiers, out of de-

rifion, would hoilf up a cap upon a i l ick 

over the works, when inilantly there would 

be one or two mot fired at it, and as many 

holes through it. I have feen a cap that 

has been perforated wi th three balls. W e 

certainly could have diflodged fuch trouble-

fome neighbours, or prevented their afcend-

ing the trees, but we had orders not to fire, 

as it might bring on a fkirmifhing attack, 

whilft the enemy were meditating another 

of greater importance. 

The men were fo harraffed and fatigued 

with continually fitting and lying on the 

ground, all huddled in a fmall compafs, 

that three days before the convention took 

place, 



place, they complained to the Captain who 

commanded, that they were not permitted 

to fire upon the enemy, whereby they could 

obtain more eafe, and therefore ought to be 

relieved, and they received for anfwer, when 

night came on it mould be mentioned to the 

General. The Captain defired me to go 

to head-quarters, .and when I arrived there, 

I found they partook of the hardihips in. 

common, for the three Generals had jnft 

laid .down on their mattraffes, having only 

an oil-fkin to cover them from the weather', 

the Aid-de-Camps were fitting round a fire. 

I went up to your old acquaintance, Noble, 

o f the 47th regiment, as being known to 

him, and related the purport of my buh-

nefs, which he immediately communicated 

to General Phill ips. W h i l e he was fpeak-

ing, I am fure I fhali never forget the 

eagernefs .and anxiety depicted in Genera)! 

Burgoyne's countenance, when he ftarted 

from his number, haftily enquiring what 
w a s the matter. General Phillips informed 



h i m it was a trifling bufinefs about relieving 

a pol l , when he lay down again to refreih 

his wearied fpirits, appearing almofl ex-

haufled by a continual Hate of agitation. 

After receiving an anfwer that the poff 

ihould be relieved, I returned to the re­

doubt. The men anxioufly expected i t , 

but were greatly difappointed by the ap­

pearance of day-break, as knowing no re­

lief could arrive then, and that they had 

another day's vexation to encounter from 

thefe rifle-men. It was with the greatefl 

difficulty the officers could prevent the men 

from firing at them, and this only wi th a 

promife that they fhould have permiffion, 

i f they were not relieved at night. Per­

haps you w i l l fay, the foldiers had reafon 

for complaint, for many of them, by being 

kept i n fuch a confined htuation, were fo 

cramped, that they could fcarcely watte 

but we were relieved at lad. 

D u r i n g 



D u r i n g the time I was poifed i n this 

redoubt, Lieutenant Smith, of the artillery, 

came one evening to fee me, and upon my 

relating our diftrefs as to liquors, defired 

me to fend my fervant to him the next 

night, and he would fend me a cafe bottle 

of rum. I now thought fortune was heap­

ing favors on me, hut to fhew you what 

a fickle creature ihe is, when 1 fent my 

fervant the next evening, inftead of return­

ing with the comfort I was promifmg my-

felf from fuch an acquifition, he brought 

me a menage, that M r . Smith was extremely 

forry he could not fulfil his promife, as a 

cannon ihot had, i n the courfe of the day, 

gone through iiis canteen, and demolifhed 

every thing i n it . 

T h e day before the convention took 

place, I was compelled to acquiefce in an 

action that diilrefled my feelings much, i n 

making away w i t h the little colt that my 

mare had dropped, as my fervant told me 
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it would weaken my mare, that, to ufe the 

fellow's words, i f ever we march from this 

encampment, fhe w i l l not be able to con-

, vey your baggage j at the fame time adding, 

from the time we had arrived there fhe had 

had nothing to eat, but the dried leaves he 

could gather up for her; this was the fitu-

ation of the horfes throughout the army. 

Some fervants let their horfes {tray about 

i n the deep ravine, where they were {ration­

ed to fhelter them from the cannon fhot, 

and fo iure, as a poor horfe was allured by 

the temptation of fome reffefhing grafs, 

that grew i n the meadows i n great abun­

dance, it met with inffant death from a rifle 

fhot. O n the plain where we piled up our 

arms, there were numbers of dead horfes, 

from the flench of which, and from the 

performance of fo humiliating an act, you 

w i l l eafily imagine ourhaflein quitting fuch 

afpot. I remain, 

Yours, £cc. 

L E T -



L E T T E R X L I I I . 

Cambridge, in New England, 

Nov.19,1777. 

M Y D E A R F R I E N D , 

/ ^ \ U R expedition, for you muff pardon 

my dwelling on a fubjecf fo near my 

heart, was certainly undertaken with every 

profpecf, of fuccefs, not only from the 

goodnefs of the troops, but the excellence 

of the Generals. The many difficulties, 

though i n fome meafure forefeen, were 

not expected to be fuch as they have too 

fatally proved themfelves; we had hitherto 

confidered them only what perfeverance 

would overcome. Our progrefs amidft 

complicated impediments and innumerable 
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diflreffes, was really wonderful, and the 

failure m u l l not be confidered fo fur-

prizing as the perfeverance and fpirit w i t h 

which we flruggled againfl it. 

People who judge impartially, w i l l make 

a diflinction between mifcondu6l and mis­

fortune. It is true the intent of our ex­

pedition has failed—General Burgoyne was 

too deeply interefled i n the national honor, 

to fhrink from undertaking what only ap­

peared hazardous—who can blame him, for 

not executing with an army that always 

acted like Britons, what was impofuble. 

Throughout the whole campaign, the 

General has not only been the Commander 

of the army, but fully demonflrated he 

was equally as good a foldier; amidfl all 

the hardlhips and difficulties we had to 

encounter, the attachment of all ranks to 

h i m was unfhaken, and during the incef-

fant labors, difappointments and diflreffes 

we 



we experienced, there was not the lead 

murmur or difcontent throughout the 

army; nay, fo ftrongly attached were they 

to his perfon, that when they found patience 

and courage had been exerted i n vain, and 

all hopes of fuccefs at an end, they were 

ready to follow h i m to the field, and to die 

with their arms i n . their hands. N o one 

could exhibit ftroriger proofs of magnani­

mity, nor take bolder or mere decihve 

meafures againft the enemy, when h u m i ­

liating terms were propofed. It mould 

feem that he was determined, i f fate had 

decreed the fall and total overthrow of his 

little army, to perifh nobly, and to leave 

his name unfullied to future ages. 

I am yours, &c. 

L E T -



L E T T E R X L I V . 

Canihridge, in New England, 

Nov. 20, 17~J7-

MY D E A R F R I E N D , 

/ G E N E R A L B U R G O Y N E had not the 

^ * advantages of profecuting war i n this 

part of America, attendant on Lord A m -

herft and General Braddock, for i n the laft 

the difficulties arifing from the natural 

ftrength of the country, were for the m o i l 

part removed by the friendly difpofitions 

of the inhabitants, who chearfully exerted 

themfelves to facilitate the movements of 

the King's army, at the fame time fupply-

ing them with every requifite accommoda­

tion j and I am confident, when I affert, 

that 



that had not the Generals i n the laft war 

been furnifhedwith thefe refburces, neither 

of them would have made the rapid pro-

grefs that was accomplilhed. 

T h e progrefs of our army was on the 

frontiers of the New England provinces, 

whofe people are univerfally difloyal, and 

furnifh fuch immenfe bodies of milit ia, it 

is really furprizing that we advanced fo far, 

without any co-operation with the fouthern 

army. 

I f General Howe had his reafons for not 

proceeding up the north river, and wifhed 

to ftrike terror into fome of the provinces, 

I think there were none he could fo well 

have directed that terror againft, as thofe 

of New England5 for by a diverfion on 

the coaft o f Maffachufett's, many benefits 

would have refulted: it would have kept 

the N e w Englanders at home for the i n ­

ternal defence of their own provinces, and 

C 3 impeded 



impeded the levies for the continental army. 

Such a diverhon would have been a co-ope­

ration with our army, and no doubt have 

prevented the misfortunes that have be* 

fallen it, the principal part of the army 

under General Gates being compofed of 

the militia of the New England provinces, 

who rnulf have been drawn down to the 

defence of the cities upon that coaff, in 

which cafe our army could not have failed 

to overcome every potTible difficulty, and 

have effected a junction with the detach­

ment that was fent up the N o r t h River, 

under the command of Sir Henry Cl inton, 

from which detachment it certainly was 

obvious, that the object of the two armies 

were the fame, that of forming a junction. 

Certainly then it behoved General Howe 

to fee fo large and important a reinforce­

ment as our army would have been to his, 

i n a flate of perfect fecurity at leaff, before 

he carried his fo far to the fouthward, as 

to 



to deprive h im of the power of fupport. 

That our army was to be confidered as 

no other than a reinforcement to General 

Howe's, is evident from the very orders 

given out by General Carleton, at the 

opening of the campaign, ffating, " That 

" his Majefty had ordered him to detach 

f General Burgoyne with certain troops, 

" who was to proceed w i t h all poliible ex-

" pedition to jo in General Howe, and put 

" himfeif under his command j " at the 

fame time adding this powerful rcafon, 

" with a view of quelling the rebellion it 

" is become highly neceilary, that the mofl 

" fpeedy junction of the two armies fhould 

" be effected." 

By the junction of the two armies, we 

fhould have been i n pofiefnon of the N o r t h 

River, from New-York to Albany, wii ich 

divides the northern from the fouthern 

provinces. General Walhington would 

u i that cafe have been totally deprived 
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of the great fupplies of men and pro-

vifions from the New England States; and 

the Britifh army would have been enabled 

to make excurfions into either provinces, 

as occafion might ferve: the main part of 

the army might have kept Wafhington at 

bay, while a few redoubts, wi th the aflift-

ance of our {hipping, would have preferved 

the entire poneffion of the river. 

General Howe's carrying his army far to 

the fouthward, confirmed an idea the 

northern Provinces have imbibed, that after 

the affair of Bunker's-hill , and the eva­

cuation of Bofton, no Britons w i l l ever 

land again upon their coaft; it infpired 

them with new hopes, it invigorated their 

fpirits, and greatly contributed to increafe 

the numbers of General Gates's army, 

which at the time of the convention 

amounted to 18,000, Every candid and 

liberal mind w i l l allow our refolution dur­

ing the treaty of the convention was mag­

nanimous, 



nanimous, when it is confidered onr army 

only confuted of 3,500 oppofed to fuch 

numbers. 

It may be urged, that General Howe's 

going to the fouthward was to draw off 

Wafhington from our army. H e was 

then at Quibble- town, 200 miles dilfant 

from us when we met the enemy at St i l l ­

water, and General Howe's force was at 

New-York, which was 40 miles nearer, 

in. fome meafure fituated between our 

army and Wafliington's, therefore he could 

not move towards us without General 

Howe's knowledge, nor could Wafhington 

proceed to Albany by water for want of 

fhipping and craft, or march by land i n 

lefs than a fortnight, and that only by a 

road leading through a gap of a mountain. 

I f General Wafhington had, by any forced 

and fecret marches, paffed this gap, before 

General Howe had taken poft i n the Jer-

feys to prevent it, he had an immenfe fleet 

of 



of men of war and tranfports, fully fuffi-

cient to have carried his whole army to 

Albany i n a week. It If rikes me very for­

cibly, that General Howe's taking his 

army round Cape Charles, 350 miles more 

diftant from Albany than he was at N e w 

York , could by no means contribute to 

effect, a j u n c t i o n ; and certainly it cannot 

be allowed that leading Wafhington from 

Quibble-town to Philadelphia, could pof-

fibly be any diverfion of the leaft import­

ance i n favour of our army. 

I f It had been the intention of General 

Wafhington to have co-operated with any 

army that was to oppofe ours, it does not 

appear - to me how General Howe's going 

to the Chefapeak, which is 600 miles dif­

tant, and leaving Wafhington, who was 

200 nearer to us, could poffibly -prevent it. 

The only apparent means, for no doubt it 

was the intention of General Howe to 

draw off General Wafhington's army, and 

to 



to prevent his acting againft ours, would 

have been to have taken p o l l between us j 

it would have been a check upon h i m , 

and that detachment that was fent up the 

N o r t h River would not have met w i t h the 

many difficulties they encountered during 

their progrefs, at Montgomery and other 

forts. Even admitting General Wafhing­

ton s army to have been far fuperior as to 

numbers, there was nothing to apprehend ; 

it was compofed of new-raifed and undiic i-

plined troops, commanded by officers of 

little experience, moffly corps that had 

been defeated i n every action, ft rangers to 

victory, and greatly difpirited that of 

General Howe was perfectly disciplined, 

com:,;anded by brave and experienced 

officers, the fpirits of the men exalted 

above fhe eiiecb; of fear by their numerous 

and recent luccefies, for they had carried 

victory and conquest with them wherever 

trod. 

1 w i l l 



I will, give you the opinion of General 

Wafhington himfelf, as it was related to 

me by Major Browne, whom I have been 

acquainted with fmce our arrival at this 

place, and who was at that time i n the 

General's fuite. 

General Wafhington dreaded nothing fo 

much as General Howe's army going up 

the N o r t h R i v e r : he was fenlible of the 

difficulties his own muff encounter i n fol­

lowing i t ; he knew the eafe and celerity 

by which the Britifh army would be trans­

ported by water; his own had to march 

over mountains, ravines, and flrong defiles, 

and the provifions for his army would be 

all from the diftant fouthern colonies j he 

knew that it would throw a great damp 

upon the fpirits of the New England Pro­

vinces, efpecially their milit ia, and in a 

great meafure prevent their joining Gates's 

army, and infallibly have faved ours. 

T h i s opinion being firmly fixed i n his 

mind, 



mind, when he was informed that General 

Howe was gone to the Chefapeak, he gave 

as little credit to the intelligence as we did, 

when the news of it was brought into our 

camp before the furrender ; he fully dis­

believed it, and concluded that fuch a mea-

fure was too abfurd to be poifible, and 

acted agreeable to the opinion he had form­

ed ; for when General Howe's fleet failed 

from the Hook fouthward, he conceived it 

to be only a feint, therefore moved his 

army from Quibble-town to the northward, 

that he might more conveniently follow 

the B r i t i i h army up the N o r t h River, ex­

pecting every day to hear of the General's 

returning, and failing his army to Albany: 

nor t i l l he heard that the B r i t i i h fleet was 

at the Capes of the Delaware, did W a l h r 

mgton march his army to the fouthward. 

W h e n he received intelligence that the 

fleet had Ifood out again to fea, fril l fo per-

fuaded he was that General Howe would 

not acf fo contrary to true policy, as to go 

up 



up the Chefapeak to Philadelphia, but that 

his intentions ft i l l were to go to the north­

ward, that he marched his army to his 

northern pol l—not before he was perfectly 

certain that the Br i t i ih fleet was near the 

head of the E l k , did he quit that poft, 

and march his army to the iouthward.— 

T h u s , you fee, the conduct ot Cen ral 

Wafhington entirely coincided .with his 

declared and fixed fentiments. 

That fome great error has been com­

mitted, either unintentional or defigned, 

muff be evident to every one—where to fix 

it is impolfible to fay.—But time, that great 

difclofer of al l fecrets, w i l l no doubt reveal 

this, and, I hope, redeem the national 

honor and the national welfare. 

Yours, &c. 

L E T -
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L E T T E R X L V . 

Cambridge, in New England, 

Nov. zo, 1777. 

"MY D E A R F R I E N D , 

A F T E R we had piled up our arms, 

and oujr march fettled, we moved 

forward, and fpent the night on the fpot 

where we had formerly erected our hof-

pitals, of which place I fent you a draw­

ing. 

T h e next morning I went with another 

officer to vifit General Frafer's grave: upon 

our arrival at the fpot, we were ffruck 

with a contemplative filence at the awful 

fcene that prefented itfelf, the corpfe hav­

ing 



irig been taken up by the Americans, and 

the coffin fcarcely covered over with earth. 

U p o n recovering from our conffernation, 

we called to fome foldiers, who, with a 

pick-axe and fhovel which happened to be 

i n the redoubt, heaped more earth upon 

the coffin. The Americans had been 

guilty of great inhumanity i n cannonad­

ing the corpfe when going for interment, 

but difturbing it after burial would have 

difgraced a favage; the only reafon they 

affignedwas, that we had bur ied cannon, 

and not a corpfe—a very improbable fup-

pofition. I rather imagine, and it is the 

beff excufe, that they thought i t was our 

money-cheif. \o . 

A s we crofied the river at Sti l l-Water, 

we obferved the army under General Gates 

marching to Albany, to jo in Putnam j the 

object of this junction was to give General 

Cl inton a check, who was moving up the 

N o r t h River 3 andA to our mortification, 

we 



we-learn, that General Vaughan had ad­

vanced as far as iEfopus, which place is 

•but a few miles from Albany.—This fully 

proves what I mentioned in my laft, that a 

junction of the fouthern army w i t h ours 

was fully intended, and had any certain 

intelligence of General Vaughan's ad­

vancing fo far, arrived - at our camp, we 

in all probability fhould not have fur-

rendered. 

Our army being fo fur rounded by the 

enemy, no certain intelligence could reach 

the camp; the three confidential fpies 

whom the General had fent, after the action 

of the 19th of September, to New-York, 

had not returned; and fince the conven­

tion, we have learnt, that one could get 

no farther than Albany, where he was 

obliged to be concealed in a Tory's houfe j 

another had the misfortune to be detected; 

and the third was Captain Scott, of our 

V O L . II . D regiment, 



regiment, who got fafe into New-York, 

and who was returning with General 

Vaughan's detachment, which, when op­

portunity offered, he was to have left, and 

made his way through the woods to our 

army. I really am perfuaded, for want of 

intelligence that could be relied on, the 

failure of our expedition was compleatcd $ 

and the honorable terms which have been 

granted were complied with fo readily, be-

caufe General Gates forefaw, i f we had 

gained intelligence of any detachment be­

ing fo near, we mould have maintained our 

ground, i n al l extremities, not withstand-

ing his fuperiority of numbers. 

In crofling the river, I had nearly loft 

my baggage, and thofe i n the batfeaux had 

a very narrow efcape; about the center 

a horfe proving very unruly, jumped over* 

and his hind legs hung upon the fide 

of the battemiXy and very near overfet i t . 

After 



After we had eroded, we purchafed 

fome liquors and frefh. provifions of the 

inhabitants; this purchafe convinced us 

of the intrinfic value of the precious ore, 

as the Americans received our guineas 

with much cordiality, and gave us paper 

dollars in lieu, at the rate of nine for a 

guinea* Here I mould obferve to you, 

that the real value of a guinea is four dol­

lars and two-thirds of a dollar, therefore, 

by this exchange, we got nearly double, 

which mews how confiderable the diftinc-

tion ftili is, notwithftanding their great 

veneration for Independency and Congrefs, 

between gold and paper. 

In this inftance we were taught a lefTon, 

that things, however trifling of them-

felves, are fometimes of moment; had we 

taken a view of the rcverfe of our fituation 
a t Ticonderoga, we fhould not have fo 

greatly defpifed and converted to all man 

ucr of ufes, the many reams of paper 
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dollars that were taken at that place.— 

Myfelf, among many other young foldiers, 

experienced the laugh of the old veterans, 

who had carefully faved feveral quires, i n 

cafe of any reverfe of fortune, and were 

procuring all manner of comforts for no­

thing, while we were parting with our 

guineas. 

I am forry to obferve, the reciprocal 

effeem that had exilic :1 among all ranks of 

officers, and the folace and comfort they 

afforded each other, during our trying 

fituation at Saratoga, feemed now to he 

done away; fome were fo inattentive 

to the dignity of their character, as to 

contend for the devoirs attendant on fupe-

rior rank, in a flate- of adverfity, which, 

i f it does not level all diftinction, fhould 

at leafl have foftened the hauteur of com­

mand. Conteft fhould have lain dormant, 

and emulation been confined to evincing 

the politenefs of the real gentleman, i n a 

fitiiation 



fituation where acts of humanity and 

friendfhip ought conflantly to have con-

fpired to infure the moff perfect- harmony. 

A s you admire frank converfation, I i n ­

dulged a fhort vein of reflect.ion on the 

falfe delicacy of afpiring too m u c h ; but 

we did not embarrafs our own feelings i n 

dwelling on that illiberal conduct, of 

which the oiheers concerned were fo 

quickly afliamed, and for which, by the 

decency and decorum of their future be­

haviour, they made ample amends, as it 

would therefore have been ungenerous to 

harbour, we unanimoufly fuppreffed every 

idea of refentment. 

A n officer, during our march, had flip­

ped away, unperceived, from the main 

body, too fenfible of the coynefs of that 

blind goddefs, Fortune, he only requeffed 

ber ladyfhip's aid to favour an innocent 

fraud; fhe fmiled propitious; for having 
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gone on before, and firfl reached a fmall 

village, he perfonated General Burgoyne^ 

and with fuch an air of confidence, and 

confequence too, that i n fpite of the i n -

quifitive temper of the Americans (parti­

cularly the peafants of New-England) 

their fcruples were entirely fatisfied, and 

being compleatly outwitted, they afligned 

h i m the befc quarters. U p o n our arrival 

at the place, after complimenting h im 

wi th his ingenious device to obtain pre­

ferment, he relinquifhed his new dignity 

with a good grace, and received us drop­

ping wet, after an uncomfortable march, 

with much hofpitality. 

W e were two days i n crofling the Green 

Mountains, which are a part of the chain 

of mountains that run through fhe whole 

Continent of America, more commonly 

known by the name of the Allegany M o u n ­

tains : the roads acrofs them were almoffc 

impadable, and to add to the difficulty, 

when 



when we had got half over, there came on 

a very heavy fall of fnow. After this, i t 

is impoflible to defcribe the confufion that 

enfuedj carts breaking down, others flick­

ing faff, fome overfetttng, horfes tumbling 

with their loads of baggage, men curfing, 

women lhrieking, and children fqualling! 

It fhould feem that I was to encounter 

every unpleafant duty that can fall to the 

lot of an officer, for this very day I had 

the baggage guard; exclufive of being 

covered with fnow, and riding about after 

the bat-men, to keep them together, and 

to amft each other, my attention was dt* 

reefed to a fcene, which I did not think it 

pofhble human nature could have fup* 

ported, for i n the midft of the heavy fnow* 

ftorm, upon abaggagc-rcart, andnothingto 

fhelter her from the inclemency of the wea­

ther but a bit of an old oil-cloth, a foldier's 

wife was delivered of a child, fhe and the 

infant are both well, and are now at this 

D 4 place. 



place. It may be faid, that women who 

follow a camp are of fuch a mafcu-

line nature, they are able to bear all 

hardfhips; this woman was quite the re^ 

verfe, being fmall, and of a very delicate 

conftitutiom 

After we had paffed the mountains, the 

firft townfhip we came to was Wil l iamf-

town, where we foon found how choice 

we ought to be of our gold, as the far­

ther we proceeded, we found it of greater 

value, the inhabitants enquiring i f we 

wanted any paper money, and out-bidding 

each other -y at this place we got eighteen 

and twenty for a guinea. It was rather 

remarkable, though they depreciated their 

Congrefs money i n one way, they would 

not i n another, for we never could get 

them to take our hard money for any 

article, making an allowance for the dif­

ference of exchange. 



T h e night before we came to this 

town, being quartered at a fmall log-hut, 

I was convinced in how innocent a view 

the Americans look upon that indelicate 

cuftora they call bundling: though they 

have remarkable good feather beds, and 

are extremely neat and clean, Hi l l I pre­

ferred my hard jnattrafs, as being ac-

cuffomed to i t ; this evening, however, 

owing to the badnefs of the roads, and 

the weaknefs of my mare, my fervant 

had not arrived with my baggage, at the 

time for retiring to reft; there being 

only two beds i n the houfe, I enquired 

which I was to fleep i n , when the old 

woman replied, V M r . Enfign," here I 

fhould obferve to you, that the New E n g ­

land people are very inquifitive as to the 

rank you have i n the army ; c c M r . Enfign," 

fays fire, " Our Jonathan and I w i l l fleep 
< l in this, and our Jemima and you fliall 

deep i n that." I was much aftonilhed 
a t fuch a propofal, and offered to fit up 

al l 



all night, when Jonathan immediately re­

plied, " Oh, l a ! M r . Enfign, you won't 
rt be the firft man our Jemima has bundled 

" w i t h , w i l l it Jemima?" when little 

Jemima, who, by the bye, was a very 

pretty black-eyed gir l , of about 16, or 17, 

archly replied, " N o , Father, by many, 

** but it w i l l be with the firft Britainer," 

(the name they give to Englifhmen.) In 

this dilemma, what could I do ? the 

fmiling invitation of pretty Jemima—the 

eye, the l ip , the L o r d ha' mercy, where 

am I going to?—but wherever I may be 

going to now, I did not go to bundle with 

her—in the fame room with her father and 

mother, my kind hojl and hofiefi too! 1 

thought of that—I thought of more be-

fittes—to ffruggle with the paffions of na­

ture; to clafp Jemima i n my arms—-to— 

do what ? you'll afk—why, to do—nothing! 

for i f amid all thefe temptations, the lovely 

Jemima had melted into kindnefs, fhe had 

been an outcaft from {he world—treated 

with 



With contempt, abufed by violence, and 

left perhaps to perifh! N o , Jemima; I 

could have endured all this to have been 

bleffed with you, but it was too van: a fa-

crifice, when you was to be v ict im! 

Suppofe how great the teft of virtue muff 

be, or how cold the American conftitution, 

when this unaccountable cuftom is i n hqf-

pitable repute, and perpetual practice. 

W e every morning look from our bar­

racks to the mouth of Bolton harbour, 

hoping to catch a look of the fleet of tranf-

ports that is tQ convey us to England, to 

which place I now turn all my thoughts, 

and i n expectation of foon enjoying your 

friendfhip perfonally, I remain, 

Yours, &c. 

L E T -



• • t b icv ool 'wv V. i:/d ; .•' f i i ; / 4d 
L E T T E R X L V I . 

Cambridge, in New England\ 

Nov.25,1777. 

M Y D E A R F R I E N D , 

/ ~ \ N our march to this place, we were 

fully convinced what powerful levies 

the New England ffates are capable of 

f u r n i i h i n g ; for exclufive of thofe that 

had joined Gates, and were marched to the 

fouthward, every town we paffed through 

was raifmg two or three companies, to 

jo in General Wafhington's army. 

The wants and miferies of the inha­

bitants i n general are inconceivable, even 

. to 



to the conveniences of life, yet you would 

be furprized with what chearfulnefs they 

bend to them, to obtain that idol, Inde­

pendency. In many poor habitations they 

have parted with one of their blankets, 

where they had only two, to fupply their 

foldiers, and although the interior part of 

thefe ftates have not been the feat of war, 

yet the diftreffes of the inhabitants are 

equally as great as i f it had. 

They have i n this province, among 

many other military inftitutions, one of 

a lingular nature, that of minute-men, fo 

named, as : they are in conffant readinefs 

at the flrft fummohs of their officers, to 

march at a minute's w a r n i n g ; they are 

compofed of the m o d active and expert 

° f the mil it ia, and as an encouragement 

to hold themfelves always prepared to 

march, they are promifed never to go out 

° f the province, but only to oppofe any 

enemy that appears either upon their coaff 

or 



or frontiers. Thefe ffates can, i n the 

courfe of a few days, form an army of 

fome thoufands; their conduct, i n affcm-

bling at the fkirmifh at Lexington and 

Concord, and annoying the King's troops 

i n their return to Boffon, fully juffifles 

their appellation. 

I f the other provinces enter as heartily 

into the caufe of rebellion, I am afraid we 

fhall find it a very difficult talk to fubdue 

t h e m ; for, exclufive of al l the various 

modes of furnifhing men and fupplies, i t 

is i n thefe provinces, i n fome meafure, 

become a religious caufe, i n which the 

people being enthufiafts, their clergy art­

fully increafe a warlike fpirit among their 

flock. 

One of them, i n my hearing, firmly 

afferted, that rewards were prepared i n 

Heaven for thofe who fell i n the prefent 

conteff, endeavoring to imprefs them with 

an 



an idea of the real neceflity of the war, 

as the defence of religious l iberty: this 

was a moft precious and prevailing argu­

ment to delude the ignorant; he infinu-

ated that the Roman Catholic religion 

was to be introduced, artfully mentioned 

the Quebec-act, and after pretending that 

he had been vifited by the Supreme Being 

i n vifions, allured them thofe only would 

be accepted i n Heaven, who fhould feal 

their lives i n fo righteous a caufe with their 

blood. 

Similar doctrine is doubtlefs made ufe of 

by their clergy i n general. Stratagems, 

under the difguifed veil of fanctity and re­

ligion, are conttantly formed to encreafe 

our mutual animohtics, for men- buoyed 

up with fuch affurances of Heaven, w i l l 

fight to defperation. In all religious con-

tefts, we find an unexampled bravery that 

no dangers difconcejt, and a firm conffancy 

that no force can withff and. 

In 



111 our w,ay hither we pafTed through a 

fmall neat town, called Worcefler, where 

I met accidentally with one of the Com­

mittee-men, who was upon the examination 

of a poor fellow, fent from our army to 

General Cl inton, and who very i m p r u ­

dently fwallowed the fdver egg that con­

tained the meifage to the General, i n the 

prefence of thofe who took h i m prifoner: 

after tormenting the poor fellow with 

emetics and purgatives t i l l he difcharged it , 

they immediately hung h i m up. The egg 

was opened, and the paper taken out, on 

which was written, " Nousy void, here we 

are, nothing between us but Gates." T h e 

Committee-men flared at each other, ob-

ferving, it contained no intelligence that 

could be of fervice ; one of them, however, 

reflected, that nous y void was French, and 

that might contain a good deal. None of 

them underftanding a word of that lan­

guage, they fent to the ja i l for a poor C a ­

nadian, who was a prifoner, to tranflate i t 

for 



for t h e m : he informed them it meant 

here we are, but as that was i n Engl i fh , 

they would not credit it . A t laft one very 

fagacioufly obferved, that it certainly was 

fome private mark, or correfpondence be­

tween the two Generals, and as none of 

them had much military knowledge, it was 

thought proper to fend it to General 

Wafhington, who certainly would under­

stand it better. 

A s we paffed from this town, at a fmall 

village there were affembled a great con-

courfe of people to fee us march, who 

were very curious, fome lifting up their 

hands and praying to Heaven, fome ad­

miring the foldiers, others looking with 

aftonifhment but among the croud ftood 

foremofl an old woman, who appeared to 

be near an hundred, upon whom your old 

tnend, Lieutenant M ' N e i l , of the 9 t h re­

giment, thought to be a little witty, i n 

which, however, he was fairly worfted: 
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as this old woman attracted the notice 

of every one, when he palled, he faid to 

her, " So, you old fool, you mujl come andfee 

" the lions f but with great archnefs fire 

replied, "Lions! lions! I declare now I 

" think you look more like lambs T 

The lower clafs of thefe Yankees 

a propos, it may not be amifs here juft to 

obferve to you the etymology of this term : 

it is derived from a Cherokee word, eankke, 

which figniiies coward and flave. T h i s 

epithet of yankee was bellowed upon the 

inhabitants of New England by the V i r ­

ginians, for not aflifling them i n a war 

with the Cherokees, and they have always 

been held i n derifion by it . But the name 

lias been more prevalent fince the com­

mencement of hoffilities; the foldiery at 

Bofton ufed it as a term of reproach; but-

after the affair of Bunker's H i l l , the Ame­

ricans gloried in it. Yankcy-doodle, is now 

their pcean, a favorite of favorites, played 

i n 



in their army, efleemed as warlike as the 

Grenadier's M a r c h — i t is the lover's fpell, 

the nurfe's lullaby. After our rapid fuc-

ceffes, we held the Yankees i n great con­

tempt 5 but it was not a little mortifying 

to hear them play this tune, when their 

army marched down to our furrender. 

The lower clafs of the New Englanders 

are impertinently curious and inquifitive; 

at a houfe where L o r d Napier was quar­

tered, with other officers, a number of 

the inhabitants flocked to fee a L o r d , ima­

gining he muff, be fofnething more than 

man : they were continually looking i n at 

the window, and peeping at the room 

door j faying, I wonder which is the 

L o r d ! at laff. four women, intimate 

friends of the landlord, got into the room, 

when one of them with a twang, peculiar 

to the New Englanders faid, " I hear you 

have got a L o r d among you, pray now 

which may he be ?" W h e n his L o r d -

E 2 mip, 



fhip, who, by the bye, was all over mire, 

and fcarcely dry from the heavy rain that 

had fallen during the day's march, whif-

pered your friend Kemmis, of the 9 t h regi­

ment, whofe turn for wit and jocularity 

you are well acquainted with, to have a 

little mirth with them. He accordingly 

got up, and pointing to his Lordihip, i n 

a voice and manner as i f he was Herald at 

Arms, informed them, that " that was 

" the Right H o n . Fancis L o r d Napier, of 

" &c. &c. &c." going through all his 

Lordfhip's titles, with a whole catalogue of 

additions: after he had finifhed, the wo­

men looked very attentively at his L o r d ­

ihip, and whilft he and the other officers 

were laughing at the adroitnefs of K e m ­

mis, the women got up, and one of them 

lift ing up her hands and eyes to Heaven, 

with greataftonifhment,exclaimed, " W e l l , 

" for my part, i f that be a L o r d , I never 

" defm to fee any other L o r d but the 

" L o r d 



< c L o r d Jehovah," and inftant ly left the 

r o o m . 

W e were efcorted o n o u r m a r c h b y the 

brigade o f a General Brickett > he was 

very c i v i l , and often ufed to ride by the 

fide o f the officers, to converfe w i t h 

them. O n e day, as he was j o g g i n g a long 

w i t h o u r fr iend Sone, he complained to 

the General , that he was very u n c o m f o r t ­

able i n fuch wet weather and bad roads, 

for want o f a pair o f boots, and that thofe 

be had, w i t h a l l his baggage, were taken 

m a batteaux ; w h e n the Genera l find, he 

w o u l d fell h i m thofe he had o n . Sone 

was rather furprifed at the offer o f the 

br igadier Genera l , and afked h i m h o w 

m a n y paper dollars he w o u l d t a k e ; the 

Genera l t o l d h i m he w o u l d only part w i t h 

them for g o l d ; w h e n Sone offered h i m a 

guinea for t h e m ; the General inftant ly 

got off his horfe, and after he had taken 
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a pair o f fhoes out o f his faddle-bags, was 

proceeding to p u l l off his h o o t s ; Sone 

t o l d h i m there was n o fuch h u r r y , i t 

w o u l d do w h e n they arrived at the end o f 

the day's m a r c h : H e replied, he f h o u l d 

n o t be l o n g i n p u l l i n g them off, and he 

had got a pair o f country boots to p u t o n , 

w h i c h are pieces o f c l o t h folded r o u n d the 

leg, a n d tied at the knee a n d ancle—-

U p o n being requeued to defer i t t i l l we 

got i n t o quarters, he m ounted his horfe, 

rode forwards, and o n o u r hal t di l igent ly 

fearched out for Sone, w h e n he compleat-

ed his bargain, and parted w i t h his boots. 

So m u c h for an American Brigadier-

General/ 

N o t w i t h f f a n d i n g they are difpleafed 

w i t h o u r Government , they are not fo 

w i t h o u r guineas, and a l t h o u g h they are 

fighting for independency, they place very 

l i t t le dependence u p o n paper-money; for 

however 



however mart ia l they are at prefcnt, ftill 

they have an eye to traffic and merchan­

dize ; what a weak (rate the Congrefs muff 

be i n , when thofe w h o are f ight ing for its 

fupport are depreciating its credit. I a m 

confident that the majority o f the A m e ­

ricans are ignorant as to the caufe of the 

conteff, and what arofe f r o m the factious 

views o f a few defigning m e n , expreffing 

a difpleafure to our Government , is n o w 

converted into rancor and nat ional hatred. 

I f I m i g h t be al lowed to give m y pol i t i ca l 

o p i n i o n , there appears to me n o t h i n g fo 

clear, as that the true intereff o f A m e r i c a 

is to l ive i n perfect harmony w i t h Great-

B r i t a i n , for i t is evident to the obfer-

vat ion o f every one, that the colonies 

reaped great advantages when the u n i o n 

f u b f i l l e d ; they have feverely felt, and 

at this moment continue to feel, the bad 

effects o f being at variance. 

T h a t 



T h a t they may be fubdued, a n d an u n i o n 

formed u p o n the m o d permanent bafis, 

for the interelf o f b o t h countries, w i l l , I 

t h i n k , coincide w i t h y o u r fentiments, as 

i t does w i t h thofe o f 

Y o u r s , & c . 
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Cambridge, in Nenv England, 

Nov. yzth 1 7 7 7 . 

M Y D E A R F R I E N D , 

* ~ T ^ H E laft t o w n w e left, before o u r 

* arr iva l at this place, was W e f l o w n , 

where we f o u n d the moff convenient i n n 

o f any o n the road, i t is equal to moft i n 

E n g l a n d , the rooms commodious, p r o v i -

fions good, and fervants attentive j above 

a l l , the l a n d l o r d is a f r iend to o u r G o ­

vernment , and l ike a l l o f that defcr ipt ion, 

has been m u c h perfecuted. H e was not 

w i t h o u t his apprehenfions o f being fent to 

p r i f o n for attentions fhewn to the officers 

w h o 
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w h o flopped at his houfe, w h i c h was 

n o t h i n g more t h a n the c o m m o n c i v i l i ty 

he fliewed to a l l his guefts: i n fhort, he 

was deemed by the Americans a r a n k 

T o r y . 

T h e fpirlt o f W h i g and T o r y is as p r e ­

d o m i n a n t i n A m e r i c a , as i t was i n E n g ­

l a n d fome years b a c k ; perhaps y o u m a y 

n o t have troubled yourfelf as to the wide 

derivatur of thefe two words, y o u w i l l 

therefore pardon m y e x p l a i n i n g t h e m : 

Tory, o r i g i n a l l y , was a name given to the 

w i l d Iriff i robbers, w h o favored the maf-

facre o f the I r i f h Proteflants, i n 16413 

i t was afterwards applied to a l l enormous 

high-fl iers o f the C h u r c h . Whig was a 

ludicrous name, f irif allotted to the c o u n ­

try- f ie ld devotion-meeting, whofe ordinary 

d r i n k was w h i g , or whey o f coagulated 

four m i l k : i t was afterwards applied to 

thofe w h o were again ft the C o u r t intereft, 

i n the reigns o f Charles I I . and James I I . 

and 



a n d for the C o u r t , i n the reigns o f K i n g 

W i l l i a m and K i n g G e o r g e ; the Amer icans 

apply t h e m quite the reverfe. 

O u r m a r c h f r o m W e f t o w n to this place 

was the m o i l unpleafant o f any, as i t 

rained incelfantly, and we reached the 

barracks on Profpect H i l l very late i n the 

evening, w h i c h were unfortunate ly i n the 

worff c o n d i t i o n imaginable for the recep­

t i o n of troops, being fo m u c h out o f re­

pair , that we fuffered feverely f r o m the 

inclemency o f the weather ; the barracks 

were, i n fact, bare of every t h i n g ; n o 

w o o d , and a prodigious fcarcity of f u e l , 

i n f o m u c h , that we were obl iged to cut 

d o w n the rafters of our r o o m to dry o u r -

felves. 

T h e method of quarter ing was dread­

f u l l y inconvenient, fix officers i n a r o o m 

n ° t twelve feet fquare, permiff ion was 

denied us to accommodate ourfclves w i t h 

rooms 



rooms i n this t o w n , t i l l Genera l Burgoyne 

arrived, a n d reprefented o u r f i tuat ion to 

the C o u n c i l at Boff o n , when i t was reluct­

ant ly granted. W e laboured under m a n y 

diifreffes and difficulties ; every fpecies o f 

provif ions was very dear, and to add to 

o u r misfortune, c o u l d hardly be procured 

f o r money. Y o u do not , I believe, i n 

E n g l a n d , r a n k m i l k i n the catalogue o f 

luxuries , yet we .were obliged, oz(rfehcsy 

to traverfe a deep fnow for a f u l l mi le , to 

get a fmal l quant i ty for o u r breakfafts, 

as o u r fervants were not permitted to pafs 

the centinels 

I t was underffood at the convent ion, 

that the troops were to be Rat ioned o n 

Profpect. and W i n t e r H i l l s , and the officers 

were to be quartered i n B o l f o n , and the 

n e i g h b o u r i n g towns. O n this fuppof i-

t i o n fome o f the officers had p u l h e d for­

w a r d and got i n t o B o f t o n , b u t were i m * 

mediately ordered out. 

A t 



A t prefent, the army is difpofed o f i n 

the f o l l o w i n g m a n n e r : the E n g l i f h troops 

u p o n Profpect H i l l , and the G e r m a n u p o n 

W i n t e r H i l l ; the officers have the towns 

o f Cambridge , M y f c i c , and W a t e r t o w n , 

to quarter themfelves, and a parole o f 

about ten miles i n c i rcumference; b u t to 

preferve order and regularity a m o n g the 

troops, three officers o f each regiment 

coni tant ly refide i n the barracks. 

It is n o l i t t le mort i f icat ion that I c a n ­

not v i h t B o l t o n , for it is the fecond c i t y 

i n A m e r i c a , a n d the grand emporium of 

rebellion •> b u t o u r parole excludes us f r o m 

i t : what makes the mort i f i cat ion ( t i l l 

greater is , that we can go as far as the 

ferry at C h a r l e s - t o w n , a n d are debarred 

c r o l l i n g i t . 

% an officer w h o has jo ined the army 

f r o m A l b a n y , l a m informed, , that L a d y 

H a r r i e t A c k l a n d , after fhe quitted o u r 

array, 



a r m y , experienced great difficulties before 

m e arrived at that c i ty , the n i g h t being 

far advanced before the boat reached the 

enemy's out-pofts, and the centinel w o u l d 

n o t let i t pafs, n o r even come o n fhore, 

j io twi thf tanding the C h a p l a i n that accom­

panied her offered the flag o f truce, a n d 

reprefented the flare o f her L a d y f h i p . 

T h e g u a r d , f r o m apprehenfions o f treach­

ery, a n d p u n c t i l i o u s to orders, threaten­

ed to fire i n t o the boat i f i t f l i rred be­

fore day- l ight . W h a t muft have been 

her anxiety and fufferings, w h e n protract ­

ed for feven or eight hours , w i t h o u t cover­

i n g to fhelter f r o m the inclemency o f the 

n i g h t a ir , and uncerta in what her huf-

band's f i tuat ion m i g h t be,, her reflexions 

d u r i n g the l o n g , dark, co ld h o u r s , could 

n o t imprefs her w i t h any favorable fenti-

ments o f the treatment fire was to expect, 

f r o m this firff. reception. W h e n day- l ight 

appeared they were fufrered to l a n d , and 

conducted to Genera l Gates, w h o , w i t h 

that 
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that h u m a n i t y for w h i c h he is fo c o n f p i -

cuous, received and 'accommodated her 

w i t h that refpecf and attent ion her r a n k 

and merit dcferved. 

W h e n y o u trace her t h r o u g h the various 

t r y i n g fcenes fince her arr iva l i n A m e r i c a , 

lhe ffands f o r t h a n example o f female ex­

cellence an example o f patience, fuffer-

i n g a n d fort i tude, e x h i b i t i n g an interefting 

picture o f that fp ir i t o f enterprize and dif-

trefs, y o u meet w i t h i n romance, real ized, 

and conducted u p o n that di fc ipl ine o f duty 

and chaitenefs o f pr i n c i p l e , w h i c h f h o u l d 

ever be attendant o n c o n n u b i a l love. H o w 

litt le the female frame can be capable o f 

f u p p o r t i n g , delicate to a degree as hers is , 

fuch extreme diftrefs I yet fhe foared above 

l r> and forgot the weaknefs o f the w o m a n 

m the fondnefs o f the wife. 

W e have had feveral difputes w i t h the 

^mmittee-men, relative to t rave l l ing o n a 

Sunday, 



Sunday, i n t ime o f fervice; fome officers 

have been taken u p a n d confined, w h i c h 

has occafioned the General 's interference. 

W e are n o w permitted to affemble at the 

barracks, and attend religious duties. T h e 

felecl m e n wi fhed to be as r i g i d w i t h us as 

w i t h the inhabitants , any o f w h o m that 

are feen i n the frreets, d u r i n g divine 

fervice, are compelled to go to fome place 

o f w o r f h i p . W h o e v e r fhal l be caught 

c a r r y i n g a bundle is commit ted to p r i f o n , 

for the fpir i t o f p u r i t a n i f m is as prevalent 

n o w i n thefe ltates, as i t was o n the ir firft 

fettlement. 

T h e eftablifhed re l ig ion here, as i n a l l 

the other provinces o f N e w - E n g l a n d , is 

that o f the Congregationali fts , a r e l i g i o n 

different o n l y i n fome t r i f l i n g articles to 

that o f the Prefbyterians; fliere were great 

numbers o f other perfuafions, p a r t i c u l a r l y 

o f the C h u r c h o f E n g l a n d , and at this 

place there is a c h u r c h erected w i t h i n fight 

o f 



o f H a v a r d College, the feminary o f thefe 

Congregationalifcs this gave t h e m m u c h 

offence, as they confidered i t a fatal f lroke 

levelled at their re l ig ion. U p o n this ac­

count, before hoftil ities commenced, they 

perfccuted the minifrer , w h o was the R e v . 

D r . A p t h o r p e , n o w R e c f o r o f C r o y d o n , 

obliged h i m to refign his cure a n d q u i t the 

c o l o n y ; b u t fince the .war, n o t o n l y this 

c h u r c h , b u t every one over the province 

is fhut u p , n o r w i l l the inhabitants fuffer 

any other re l ig ion b u t the C o n g r e g a t i o n ­

alifts ; they were happy to feize the o p ­

p o r t u n i t y o f fuppreffing the c h u r c h o f 

E n g l a n d , as i t was g a i n i n g g r o u n d very 

faff, and therefore objected to i t o n the 

ground o f p r a y i n g for the K i n g and R o y a l 

F a m i l y . Some miniffers offered to o m i t 

that part, but toleration is n o part o f 

meir creed, and they were happy to feize 

fo favourable an occafion to c r u f h i t . . 

V O L . I I . F 



Before the commencement o f the war , 

A r t s a n d Sciences were m a k i n g great p r o -

grefs i n thefe Hates. I n this t o w n there 

is erected an U n i v e r f i t y , the nrft ever ra i fed 

i n A m e r i c a ; i t is a neat br ick b u i l d i n g , 

c o n t a i n i n g three hal ls for the claries, 

a r o o m f o r n a t u r a l curiofit ies, another 

f o r inftruments o f a f tronomy and mathe­

mat ics , and a gal lery where formerly w a s 

a very Valuable l i b r a r y , b u t w h e n th is 

place was the head quarters o f G e n e r a l 

W a f h i n g t o n , the l i b r a r y , as w e l l as the 

inftruments arid other articles were re­

m o v e d , i n w h i c h m a n y were loft and 5 

m o r e damaged > thofe that remain o f the 

handfome col lect ion are very f e w ; adjoin­

i n g to the college is a neat chapel . 

T h e Prefident o f this U n i v e r f i t y is a* 

M r . W i l l a r d , a n d there are o n l y a f m a l l 

n u m b e r o f ftudents at prefent, not exceed­

i n g twenty, the y o u t h o f A m e r i c a f tudy ing 

tactics i n preference to the more enl ighten­

i n g 



i n g fciences. T h i s U n i v e r f i t y has been 

founded near a n hundred years, and altho' 

it is not o n a perfect, p l a n , ha$ produced a 

number o f men of genius. It was m u c h 

encouraged i n its infancy, by m a n y perfons 

at home, p a r t i c u l a r l y a M r . H o l l i s , w h o 

founded the profefforfhip for the mathe­

matics and natura l p h i l o f o p h y , and m a n y 

°ther benefactions, nearly to the a m o u n t 

°f 5000L ( N e i t h e r the profcffors o r f l u -

dents refute i n the U n i v e r f i t y ; the former 

Uve i n their o w n houfes, a n d the latter 

hoard i n the t o w n . 

T h e t o w n o f Cambridge is about fix 

miles f r o m B o f t o n , and was the c o u n t r y 

rehdcnce of the gentry of that c i ty ; there 

a i*e a n u m b e r o f fine houfes i n i t g o i n g t o 

decay, belonging to the L o y a l i l t s . T h e 

t o w n muff have been extremely pleafant, 

out its beauty is m u c h defaced, being n o w 

o n l y an arfenal for m i l i t a r y ftores, and y o u 

roay fuppofe i t is n o agreeable circumffance, 

F 2 every 



every time we w a l k out, to be reminded o f 

our f i tuat ion, i n beholding the arti l lery 

and a m m u n i t i o n waggons that were taken 

w i t h our army. 

T h e character o f the inhabitants o f this 

province is improved beyond the 'defcrip-

t i o n that o u r uncle B-— gave us of t h e m , 

w h e n he quitted this Country , t h i r t y years 

ago, b u t P u r i t a n i f m and a fp ir i t o f perfe­

c t i o n are not yet total ly ext inguifhed. 

T h e gentry of b o t h fexes are hofpitablc 

a n d good-natured, w i t h an air o f c i v i l i t y 

i n their behaviour, b u t ~ conffrained b y 

f o r m a l i t y and precifenefs; even the w o ­

m e n , t h o u g h eafinefs o f carriage is pe­

c u l i a r l y characreriftic to their nature, ap­

pear here w i t h m u c h ftiffnefs and referve: 

they are formed b y fymmetry, handfome, 

and have delicate complexions $ the m e n 

are t a l l , t h i n , and generally long-v i faged; 

b o t h fexes have univerfa l ly , a n d even p r o ­

verbial ly , bad teeth, w h i c h muff probably 

be 



be occafioned by their eating fo m u c h m o -

laifes, m a k i n g ufe o f i t at a l l meals, and 

even eating i t w i t h greafy p o r k . 

C o n v e r f i n g one day w i t h a V i r g i n i a offi­

cer relative to the curiofity of the N e w 

Englanders, he t o l d me, that f inding he 

never c o u l d procure any refrefhment for 

himfelf or horfe, t i l l after he anfwered a l l 

their queftions, a n d they had compared 

mem w i t h their i n f o r m a t i o n , he adopt­

ed the f o l l o w i n g mode to avoid their i n -

quifhive delays: Whenever he travelled 

from his o w n province to B o l t o n , and 

alighted at an ordinary, (the name given 

to inns i n A m e r i c a , and fome juf t ly merit 

that t it le) the mafter or miftrefs, and other 

company i n the houfe affembled at the 

door, and he began i n this m a n n e r , — 

H W o r t h y people, I am M r . * * * , o f V i r -

" g i n i a , by trade a tobacco-planter, and a 

< e bachelor, have fome friends at B o l t o n , 

lc w h o m I a m g o i n g to vi f i t , m y ftay w i l l be 

F 3 fhort, 
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" fhort, w h e n I i h a l l re turn and f o l l o w m y 

" bufmefs, as a prudent m a n ought to do. 

" T h i s is a l l I k n o w o f myfelf, and all I 

" can poffibly i n f o r m y o u . I have no 

" n e w s ; and n o w , h a v i n g to ld y o u every 

< c t h i n g , have c o m p a n i o n u p o n me and my 

t c horfe, and give us fome refreshment." 

Intelligence being brought me that fome 

fhips are feen i n the offing o f Bofton l iar -

1)0ur, I am flattening to P r o f p e c t - h i l l , to fee 

i f they are thofe that w i l l be the means of 

conveying me to the fight o f my w o r t h y 

friend* and that they may be is the w i f h o i 

YourSj &c« 

L E T -
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Cambridge, in AVou England, 

Dec. 9, 1777. 

itfY D E A R F R I E N D , 

M i l * a c q : j : I . : • " - .' 1 

r \ E P R I V E D of the privi lege to vi f i t 

B o f t o n , ftill f r o m the v iew that we 

have o f i t f r o m our barracks o n P r o f p e c l 

H i l l , I a m enabled to give y o u a defcr ipt ion 

° f its f i t u a t i o n ; for its inter ior parts, 

l ) 0 H c e and government, y o u m u d be re­

ferred to thofe authors w h o have defcrib-

*4 them. 

Bof ton is fituated o n a peninfula o f 

about four miles i n length, at the b o t t o m 

F . 4 o f 



o f the bay o f Maifachufett 's , w h i c h reaches 

eight or ten miles w i t h i n l a n d ; the open­

i n g of the bay appears to be fheltered f r o m 

the impetuof i ty o f the waves, by a n u m ­

ber o f rocks, w h i c h appear above water, 

and by feveral i f lands, moft o f w h i c h are 

inhabited, whofe f i tuation is fuch, that they 

w i l l not admit o f more t h a n three o r four 

fhips to enter at the fame t ime. 

N a t u r e herfelf too feems to have p r o v i d ­

ed for the fafety o f the c i ty , for u p o n this 

n a r r o w channel there is a n i f land, that , 

w h e n forti f ied, n o fhip can pafs it:*, this 

i m p o r t a n t poff was entirely neglecfed 

t i l l the end o f the la f l century, w h e n a 

regular citadel, named F o r t W i l l i a m , was 

erecfed o n i t , defended b y a hundred 

pieces o f c a n n o n , o f the largeft fize a n d 

extremely w e l l placed, W h e n our troops 

evacuated B o f t o n , they demolifhed the 

fortif ications, w h i c h rendered the c i ty 

l iable t o au attack by fea, therefore the 

p r i n c i p a l 



p r i n c i p a l object o f the N e w Englanders 

was to put Boffon a n d this i f land i n fuch 

a flate o f defence, as to prevent its f a l l i n g 

again i n t o o u r poffef l ion; a n d fo indefa­

tigable were they i n this bufmefs, that 

every able-bodied c i t i z e n allotted t w o days 

i n a week, the more fpeedily t o conclude 

i t , as they were not w i t h o u t their appre-

henhons, that w h e n the. fleet and a r m y 

were reinforced they w o u l d r e t u r n ; what 

unpreffed t h e m fo f frongly w i t h this idea 

was the demol i t ion o f the w o r k s . 

A b o u t a league f r o m this i f land, near 

the m o u t h o f the h a r b o u r , there is a h i g h 

h g h t houfe, the fignals f r o m w h i c h arc 

pe*ceiveable at B o f f o n , where there are 

beacons, as w e l l as u p o n moft o f the 

heights a long the coalf, to fpread the 

a larm to the i n l a n d countries o f a n ene-

m v ' s approach. E x c e p t w h e n a very t h i c k 

*°g prevails, at w h i c h t ime fome fhips 

m i g h t flip j n amongft the iflands, the 

t o w n 



t o w n has always five or fix hoiarfi to pre-> 

pare for the reception o f a n e n e m y ; and 

i n the fpace o f four-and-twenfy hours , 

they can raife feveral thoufands o f m i l i t i a . 

I f ever a fleet o f onrs f h o u l d be able to 

pafs F o r t W i l l i a m , i t w o u l d be effec­

t u a l l y ftopt by the f f rong batteries the 

A m e r i c a n s have rai led, b o t h to the n o r t h 

a n d f o u t h o f the t o w n , w h i c h c o m ­

m a n d the bay e n t i r e l y ; the harbour ap­

pears fo fpacious, that i t w i l l admit o f fix 

o r feven h u n d r e d veilels a n c h o r i n g fafely 

a n d commodiouf ly . I a m i n f o r m e d , o n 

that fide o f the c i t y that faces the h a r b o u r , 

there is a very magnificent pier w h i c h ex­

tends fo far i n t o the fea, as to admit o f 

fhips u n l o a d i n g their cargoes, w i t h o u t the 

afhffance o f f m a l l craft, f r o m whence they 

are depofited i n warehoufes, ranged a long 

this pier . 

Gppof i te to the n o r t h e r n part o f the 

p e n i n f u l a o n w h i c h Bof fon frauds, are the 

remains 



remains of C h a r l e s - t o w n , w h i c h h a d the 

fame connect ion w i t h Bof fon as the B o ­

r o u g h has w i t h the c i ty o f L o n d o n ; the 

l i v e r that divides the t w o is n o t m u c h 

wider t h a n the T h a m e s , a n d i t appears 

rather f ingular , that the inhabitants never 

creeled a bridge, as i t w o u l d have greatly 

contr ibuted to the profperity o f b o t h , efpe-

c i a l l y as i t was the direct entrance f r o m 

the i n l a n d towns i n t o B o f t o n , Unle fs y o u 

crofs the ferry, y o u have to make a c i r ­

cu i t o f feveral miles , over fwamps a n d 

moraffes, f r o m this place to B o f l o n , w h i c h 

is o n l y t w o miles i n a direct l i n e ; n o 

doubt, as the A m e r i c a n s are become fo 

expert i n m a k i n g bridges acrofs rivers o f 

greater w i d t h t h a n th is , they w i l l , when 

the conteft is ended, erect o n e ; for w h a t 

w a s formerly either t h r o u g h indolence o r 

i n d i v i d u a l concerns confidered as i m p o f l i -

bil it ies a n d arduous undertakings, w i l l 

now be t h o u g h t matters eafily accom­

plished. 

Near 



N e a r to the remains o f C h a r l e s - t o w n is 

that famous fpot where fo m u c h blood 

was fp i l t , and fo many brave m e n flain, 

Bunkers Hill, w h i c h w i l l ever be a me­

mento to B r i t i i h . Commanders, , again ft at­

t a c k i n g w o r k s w i t h fuch temerity, w i t h ­

o u t a fufheient i n f o r m a t i o n as to their 

c o n f t r u & i o n , and h o l d i n g a n enemy i n 

too great c o n t e m p t ; b u t i n this inftance 

i t was i n fome meafure unavoidable, for 

h a d the A m e r i c a n s fecured that poft, 

B o f f o n w o u l d have been untenable, as i t 

is a h i g h g r o u n d that overlooks and c o m ­

mands the whole t o w n , the o n l y error 

that appears to have been committed, was 

at hrft not endeavouring to t u r n their 

f lank ( w h i c h proved the means o f d r i v ­

i n g t h e m f r o m their w o r k s ) inftead o f 

a t tacking t h e m i n the f ront . T h e o n l y 

motive that c o u l d lead to the mode o f at­

tack that was adopted, muft have been 

u p o n a fuppofit ion that i t was impofl ible , 

i n fuch a fmal l fpace o f t ime, to erect 

any 



any w o r k s , b u t w h a t m i g h t eafily be de-

Kiolifhed by the art i l lery, a n d carried b y 

ftorm C e r t a i n l y our troops were m u c h 

annoyed by the Americans f r o m C h a r l e s -

t o w n ; and i f i t had n o t been for the G e ­

neral's u n w i l l i n g n e i s to deftroy i t , the 

enemy m i g h t eafily have been diflodged, 

i n w h i c h cafe, the weaknefs o f their 

flank w o u l d have been difcovered, and fo 

many lives w o u l d n o t have been loft i n 

attacking t h e m ; their induftry , di l igence 

and filence i n conftrudfing the w o r k s , 

w h i c h conhfted o f a fmal l redoubt a n d 

ftrong intrenchment , reaching near h a l f 

a mi le d o w n to the river M y f t i c , is i n c r e ­

dible . I cannot conceive h o w the i m ­

portance o f this poft f h o u l d efcape the 

V l g i l a n c e o f o u r Generals, as the fafety o f 

L o f t o n depended entirely o n o u r h a v i n g 

poflefnon o f i t . 

T h e beft defcriptlon that I can poflibfy 

give you as to the engagement, is what I 

gathered. 



gathered- f r o m C a p t a i n D r e w , w h o m I met 

w i t h at C o r k , w h o , i n that a c t i o n , was 

wounded i n feveral parts o f the b o d y ; a n d , 

n o t w i t h i f a n d i n g fcarcely recovered f r o m 

his w o u n d s , was g o i n g 5 o u t to j o i n his 

regiment . H e acknowledged hhnfel f to 

have never been witnefs t o f u c h a fcene o f 

carnage and l l a u g h t e r ; a n d , i n addi t ion 

to the inceffant roar o f c a n n o n , difcharge 

o f mufquetry , and tl ib groans o f the 

w o u n d e d a n d d y i n g , there were great ex-

plof ions f r o m the b u r n i n g of the t o w n , 

f r o m w h i c h afcended a large c o l u m n o f 

black fmoke j i n l h o r t , i t was fuch a fcene 

as cannot be defcribed, n o r can any one 

f o r m the leaft idea o f i t , b u t thofe w h o 

were prefent. W h a t muff have been the 

feelings o f the Generals a n d troops i n 

B o f f o n , w h o were fpectators o f this dread­

f u l carnage, w i t h o u t part ic ipat ing? T h e 

behaviour o f the B r i t i i h troops, was t r u l y 

characteristic o f that va lour and intrepid i ty 

that is a l lowed by a l l nations. B u t the 

reception 



reception they met w i t h front thefe e n ­

trenchments, and the execut ion , w h i c h 

Was terr ible , was fufficient t o ftagger the 

braveft t r o b p s f o r f u l l h a l f a n h o u r , 

the :fire poured d o w n u p o n t h e m Bke- a 

ftream; m a n y o l d veterans declared, that , 

for the t ime it lafted, i t was the hotteft a n d 

moft b loody engagement they ever r e m e m ­

bered, ::q bmi L.TA^O sirfj ,jhhlw 

bib eurr 1ud i rftuDlI Ic-renoO v d bvr?.'i\ 

W e are anxiouf ly expect ing the vehelsj 

, as o u r f i tuat ion is not o n l y very unplcafant 

hut dangerous, b o t h to officers a n d f o l ­

d e r s ; t h e latter o f w h o m are i n c o n t i -

ual broi ls w i t h the A m e r i c a n guards, which? 

a**e compofed o f m i l i t i a , w h o n o t b e i n g 

under very great di fc ipl ine, n o t o n l y i n ­

fringe their orders, w h i c h perhaps they d o 

riot comprehend, or elfe ufe their a u t h o r i t y 

as they t h i n k proper ; they have received 

orders not to let any officer pafs w i t h o u t 

bis fide arms, an<£ as m a n y o f them left 

their baggage i n Canada, others loft t h e m 

w i t h 



w i t h their baggage, d u r i n g the campaign, 

th is i g n o r a n t people w i l l not let any one 

pafs w i t h o u t a (word, d r a w l i n g o u t , " I 

" fwear n o w y o u fhan't pafs, becaufe y o u 

H have n o t got a f w o r d i " at the fame 

t i m e , f t u p i d fools , they m i g h t perceive b y 

o u r cloaths a n d bayonets that we were of­

ficers. M u c h altercation has enfued, t o 

remedy w h i c h , the officers h a d paffports 

f igned b y G e n e r a l H e a t h ; b u t this d i d 

n o t avai l , as very few o f the centinels c o u l d 

read. A t laft i t was ordered, that any 

officer w h o wanted t o pafs the centinels, 

was to go to the A m e r i c a n guard, where the 

officer f h o u l d fend a foldier to pafs h i m > 

this d i d n o t altogether remedy the e v i l , as 

m a n y o f the officers c o u l d n o t make out 

the paffport. 

W h e n I defcribe to y o u the troops, y o u 

w i l l not fo m u c h wonder at thefe embar-

raffments, I n m a r c h i n g the party to relief, 

y o u w i l l fee an o l d m a n o f f ixty, a n d a 

boy 
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noy of fixtcen ; a black and an o l d dccre- ' 

p i t man, l i m p i n g by his f ide; m o i t o f 

them wear great b u l h y w i g s ; i n fhort, 

they w o u l d be a fubje£t for the penci l o f 

H o g a r t h ; but , egad, they are ready enough 

*rt prefentinir their pieces, and i f a foldier 

tomes the lcaft near them they level at 

and fay, " I fwear n o w , i f y o u at-

tempt to pafs, I ' l l blaze at y o u . " 

T h e foidiers' wives are al lowed to pafs 

the cent ine ls ; but the other day a moff. 

' "dicrous circumrlance took place, by the 

°hrlinacy of an o ld m a n u p o n guard. H e 

w o u l d not permit a w o m a n , w h o was a 

t i - u e campaigner to go beyond h i m , great 

altercation enfued, - i n w h i c h the lady dif-* 

played m u c h o f the Bi l l ingfgate oratory, 

when the o l d m a n was fo irr i tated as to 

pi'efent his f i r e l o c k ; the w o m a n i m m e ­

diately ran u p , matched i t f r o m h i m , 

knocked h i m d o w n , and folding over the 

pi'oitrate hero, i n the exul tat ion o f 1 T I -

G u m p h 



u m p h , profufely b e f p i m k i c d h i m , not w i t h 

O l y m p i a n dew, but that w h i c h is efteemed 

as emoll ient to the c o m p l e x i o n — a n d ' fa i th , 

fomething more n a t u r a l — n o r d id me q u i t 

her poft, t i l l a file o f fturdy ragamuffins 

marched va l iant ly to his relief, difponelfed 

the A m a z o n , and enabled the k m V h t o f 

the grif ly caxon to look fierce, and r e ­

m o u l d er his m u l q u e t . 

T h e W i n t e r is now fett ing i n , and as 

the coaffing o f the tranfports f r o m N e w 

Y o r k to B o l f o n is attended w i t h delay 

and danger, o n account o f the ftrong 

w i n d s that b l o w at this feafon u p o n the, 

coaft, General Bnrgoyne has made a p p l i ­

cat ion to Congrefs for the troops to m a r c h 

to Providence, and to embark at R h o d e 

If lahd, W e are n o w a u x i o u l l y w a i t i n g 

for an anfwer -y that it may foon arrive is 

the ardent w i l l i o f 

Y o u r s , & c . 
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Cam If ridge, in New England, 

Jan. igtb 1 7 7 7 . 

M Y D E A R F R I E N D , 

IT is impofl ible to defcribe w i t h w h a t a 

dejected m i n d I fit d o w n to wr i te , as 

n o t o n l y the f lattering hopes o f fnort ly 

feeing m y f r iend is done away, and every 

profpect vani ihed, b u t fome years, per­

haps, may elapfe, before the t e r m i n a t i o n 

o f this u n h a p p y conteft. 

W h a t was intended as an accommoda­

t i o n to the troops, relative to their e m ­

b a r k i n g at R h o d e If land, has proved a m o l t 

G 2 u n f o r -
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unfortunate circumftance indeed ; for the 

Congrefs have not o n l y denied that re* 

q u e l l , but have p u t a flop to any embark­

at ion, t i l l the convent ion is ratified at 

home by the K i n g and P a r l i a m e n t ; a n 

event that can never happen, as it w o u l d 

be a l l o w i n g the author i ty o f the Congrefs, 

and the independence o f the Americans . 

W h a t renders o u r f i tuat ion more diitref-

f ing is, that h a d the tranfports come r o u n d 

to Bof fon, the C o u n c i l w o u l d have c o n -

fented to our embarkat ion. 

T h e General 's rcqui f i t ion to Congrefs has 

created iufpicions i n their minds (and, by 

the bye, no people are of fuch a fufpicious 

difpofit ion as the A m e r i c a n s , ) that the 

meafure propofed was merely for an o p ­

p o r t u n i t y o f j o i n i n g Genera l H o w e ' s 

army, and that we f h o u l d , l ike t h e m -

f e l y p , be bafe enough, to evade and break 

the articles o f c a p i t u l a t i o n ; after w h i c h 

wc were to act i n concert w i t h that army 

again ft 



again A Wafhington; and, i n fupport of 

their fuipicions, or, at icaif, to give a co­

lour to them, they pretend that the veffels 

fent to Rhode Ifland were infumcient for 

tranfportiiig the army to Europe, and 

that it was impofhble to victual the fleet 

and army for lb great a number, i n fo 

fliort a fpace of time. This idea muff ariie 

from the great dilatorinefs in all American 

departments. % 

.General Burgoyne having made com­

plaints concerning the bad accommoda*-

tion of the officers, which was not agree­

able to the terms of convention^ the C o n ­

grefs have conflrucd that as a direct 

declaration, that it had been broken on 

their parts by a violation of its conditions, 

and an indication, that we confider the 

convention as dii lblved; that, under 

thefe circumffances, when out of the lir-

mits of their power, and at large, we 

fhould make no hefitation i n acting as i f 

G 3 we \ 



w e were i n no degree b o u n d by a capital* 

l a t i o n that we had difavowed under re-

i t ra int , 

T h e Congrefs have l ikewife palled fome 

fr ivolous refolutions, that the foldiers had 

n o t fa i th fu l ly delivered u p their accoutre­

ments, a l l u d i n g to the crofs belts and 

cartouch boxes. A n y one the leafl c o n -

verfant i n m i l i t a r y affairs, muf f k n o w 

they are not p u b l i c ftores, b u t private, as 

be ing always furni fhed by the C o l o n e l 

o f the regiment. I n fhort , the Congrefs 

were happy to feize any circumftance, as a 

pretext to favor their proceedings, and 

to render t h e m juftifiable i n the eyes o f 

the w o r l d . B u t had they made a refer­

ence to Genera l Gates, they w o u l d have 

f o u n d what l i t t le dependence was to be 

placed as to that accufat ion; for , w h e n 

he obferved the men m a r c h by w i t h their 

accoutrements o n , he afked C o l o n e l K i n g -

fipn, w h o h a d fettled the t r e a t y — " i f i t 

" was 
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" w a s rrnt cuiromary, on fi Id-days, for 

*' arms and accoutrements to go toge­

t h e r ?' when Colonei Kmgtfon replied, 

" There was nothing faid n the conven-
< c tion that he hid a< reea to witn . , n , 
< c relating to accoutrements ; and that he 

" could have no right to any thing but 
x t what was ftipulated i n the treaty." T o 

which General Gates replied, " You are 

perfectly rightj"—and, turning to £ -:ne 

American officers, faid, " I f we meant to 
x < have had them, we our hi to have i n -

" ferted them i n the convention.' Hence 

it is evident Congrefs were ready to grafp 

at any pretence, however weak, to evade 

the terms of convention without incurring 

the charge of a direct breach of faith. 

In vain was every expostulation of Ge­

neral Burgoyne, as to the fubif ance of his 

letter, which conveyed no other meaning 

than complaint of improper ufage, and a 

too relaxed adherence to the articles of 

G 4 capitu-



capitulation. T o obviate all farther dif­

ficulties, the General.and Officers figned 

a parole, and were wil l ing to fjgn any par 

per, the more fully to ratify the conven­

tion. 

Congrefs were inexorable, and it was 

very perceivable, they .would not eafily 

recede from a meafure once adoped; no 

explanation of fecurities could produce 

the defired effect upon their determina­

tion. The conduct of Congrefs upon 

this extraordinary tranfaction, is ex­

tremely vifible; they had conceived an 

idea i f our army were fuffercd to return 

to Europe, it would be eafily replaced 

i n the fpr ing; General Howe's army be­

ing now i n poifefhon of Philadelphia, 

Jerfey, New York , and other commanding 

lituations, and General Washington, fo 

clofely preffed at Valley Forge, that upon 

the arrival of fuch an additional force, it 

' y o u i d turn the fcale of war againfl them ; 

and-, 



and that the next campaign m u l l end i n 

their final fubjugation ; they therefore 

chofe to facririce their faith and reputa­

tion, although an infant ftate, by an a& 

never excufable. T h i s ever w i l l be an ob­

loquy upon America, and point out to 

other powers, what little dependence is to 

be placed upon her public faith. 

Judge, my dear friend, what muff, be 

the feelings of evcrv one, and how ex-

afperated we m u l l be at this treatment! 

We have no other hopes left but an ex­

change of prifoners, which, confidering 

our numbers, w i l l be fome time before 

the whole can be effected. Our fituation 

now becomes every day more and more 

mortifying, for, excluiive of the infuks 

we continually meet with from the Ame­

rican foldiery, the officers, no doubt, f f i-

niulated by this refolve of Congrefs, be­

have very tauntingly, and Colonel Henley, 

who commands the troops, has been guilty 

of 



of great cruelty to the foldiers. That you 

may form an idea as to the natural fero­

city of difpofition in this man, and how 

deliberate he is i n his barbarities, I fhall 

flate a few of them. 

O n the 19th of Iaff. month, he went up 

to the American barracks to releafe fome 

of our foldiers; after calling over their 

names, he addreffed himfelf to a corporal 

Reeves, of the 9 t h regiment, " and told 

" h im he had been confined for intuiting 

ft a provincial officer," Reeves made an­

fwer, " H e was forry for i t ; that he was 

*' i n liquor, and would not have acted 
£* fo, had he known h i m to have been a*i 
K officer, and was ready to aik his pardon.'* 

Colonel Henley laid, " By God, Sir, nad 

" you ferved me fo, I would have run you 

" through the body, and I believe you to 
u be a great rafcal." Reeves made an-

" fwer, " I am no rafcal, but a good fol-

" <her, and my officers know i t . " C o ­

lonel 



lonel Henley then demanded filence. 

Reeves repeated nearly the fame words, 

adding, " That he hoped foon to carry 
< c arms under General Howe, and fight 

" for his K i n g and country." T h e C o ­

lonel then replied, " Damn your K i n g 

" and country, when you had arms, you 

" were wi l l ing enough to lay them 

" down." Colonel Henley then ordered 

iilence, Reeves repeating nearly the fame 

words, the Colonel ordered one of the 

guard to r u n h i m through for a fcoundrel ; 

the men of the guard not obeying his or­

ders, he difmounted from his horfe, and 

feizing a firelock with a fixed bayonet 

from one of the guard, ftabbcd Corporal 

Reeves in the left breaft, and whilft he 

had the bayonet at his bofom, the Colonel 

told h im, " I f he faid another word, he 

" would have it through his body:" 

Reeves then told him " He did not care, 
< £ he would ftand by K i n g and his country, 

f! t i l l he died." Colonel Henley then made 

a fecond 



a fecond dart at h im with the firelock and 

fixed bayonet, which two of the other 

prifoners threw up, and it pai.vxl over 

Reeves's fhoulder; at the fame ume one 

of the men laid to Colonel Henley, " That 

" the man was his prifoner, that he had 

better not take his life, as he could do 

" w i t h h im as with the other men who 

• " were in his cuffody." Colonel Henley 

then returned the firelock, and ordered 

him back into the guard-room, diimiflmg 

the reft of the prifoners. 

O n the 8 th inftant, as fome foldiers 

were looking at a party of Americans, 

where Colonel Henley was prefent: he 

ordered the foldiers to go off and clear 

the parade. The foldiers turned about, 

and went off as faff as they could 3 the 

croud being great, and the road very dirty, 

Colonel Henley turned about, and ad-

dreffing the foldiers, faid, " Damn you, 

*' I'll make you make more h a i l e j " and 

running 



running up to a corporal Hadlcy, pufhed 

his IWord i n his left fide and bent i t : he 

t] , i turned about and went to the right 

of his party, ifraightening his fword as 

he went along—a pretty example this 

from a commanding officer to thofe under 

his command. 

D o not be furprized after this, i f you 

mould hear of a general maifacre of all 

the Britifh troops | But what more fully 

ftamps the character of this m o l l fan-

guinary man, and his ferocious difpoh-

tion, is a m o d unaccountable exprefhon 

he made to fome foldiers, without any 

provocation. 

Our paffes are renewable every month, 

for which purpofe the Quarter-matter-

ferjeants of the different regiments attend 
a t the American Deputy Adjutant-Gene­

ral's office; on the 16th of fall month, as 

the ferjeants attended at the office, to ap­

ply 



ply for panes, Serjeant Fleming, of the 

47th regiment, not being acquainted with 

Colonel Henley, took h i m for Colonel 

Ke i th , the Deputy Adjutant-General, fa-

luted h i m cap i n hand, and was going to 

addrefs h i m , when Colonel Henley ex­

tended his arm towards h im, with his 

fift clenched, and faid, < c Y o u rafcals, I ' l l 

" make damnation fly out of ye; for I 
£ C w i l l myfelf, one of thefe nights, go the 
i £ rounds, and i f I hear the leaft word, or 
t c noire in your barracks, 111 pour fhot 

" amongft you, and make flames of H e l l 

" jump out of ye, and turn your barracks 

" infide out j declaring, i f he was a cen-

" tinel, and any Brit i ih foldiers looked 

" fulky at h i m , he would blow their 
i C brains out V* 

Such glaring conduct could not efcape 

the notice of General Burgoyne, who ap­

plied to General Heath for redrefs, and 

he inftituted a Court of Enquiry, to invef-

tigate 



tigate the grounds of complaint, and re­

ported, it would be for the honor of Col* 

Henley, as well as for the fatisfacfion of 

all interefled, that the judgment of a 

Court-martial ihould be taken on his con-

dud:, during his command at Cambridge, 

which Court-martial is to fit to-moirow. 

T h e weather has been very fevere of 

late, and there has been great falls of fnow, 

but now it is more pleafant and ferene; 

the north winds blow very {harp, the fnow 

is about two or three feet thick on the 

ground, and the inhabitants, inftead of 

earioling, like the Canadians, have large 

Weighs, that w i l l contain ten or twelve 

perfons, which are drawn by two, and 

fometimcs four horfes, but parties of 

young folks are more accuftomed to go a 

frolicking. As this is a fingular cuffom, 

* mall defcribe it to you. 

O n 



W h e n the moon is favorable, a number 

of young men and women, to the amount 

of thirty or forty, let off i n ileighs, about 

feven o'clock in the evening, to jo in fome 

other party, perhaps at the diftance of 

eighteen or twenty miles, where they dance 

and caroufe t i l l day-light, when they re­

turn and follow their common avocations, 

as i f they had refted all night 7 it is not 

uncommon, an hour or two after day­

light, to be awaked with the finging and 

noife they make, and by the number of 

bells affixed to tire horfes, on the return 

of fome of thefe parties. Singular fitu-

atioris and manners are productive of l i n ­

gular cuftoms. In England, this would 

be efleemed extremely imprudent, and at­

tended with dangerous coniequences ; but, 

after what I have related reflecting bundl­

ing, I need not fay, in how innocent a 

view this is looked upon. Apropos, as 

to that cuftom, along the fea coaff, by 

a continual intercourfe among Europeans; 

i t 



it is in fome meafure abolilfied y but they 

ftill retain one fomething fimilar, which is 

termed tarrying. 

W h e n a young man is enamoured of 

a woman, and wifhes to marry her, he pro-

pofes the affair to her parents, (without 

whole confent no marriage, i n this colony, 

can take place) i f they have no objection, 

he is allowed to tarry with her one night, 

in order to make his court. A t the ufual 

time, the old couple retire to bed, leaving 

the young ones to fettle matters as they 

can, who, having fat up as long as they 

think proper, get into bed together alio, 

hut without putting off their under gar­

ments, to prevent fcandal. If the parties 
a S r ee, it is all very well, the banns arc 

P'ablilhcd, and they married without de­

lay ; i f not, they part, and pofhbly never 

lee each other again, unlefs, which is an 

•aecident that feldom happens, the for-

faken fair proves pregnant, in which cafe 

I I the 



the man, unlets he abfconds, is obliged 

to marry her, on pain of excommunica­

tion. 

The ignorance of the American officers 

and foldiers, and the fcrupulous punc­

tuality to their orders, which one half of 

them have not underif anding to compre­

hend, muff occafion confufion and trou­

ble. I have hitherto endeavoured to 

avoid having any altercation with t h e m ; 

but the other evening I had the pleafure 

of being conducted to the guard-houfe, 

though not without company, among 

whom was L o r d Balcarras, Major Maf-

ter, of our regiment, and Major England, 

of the 47 regiment. 

W e were returning, about nine o'clock, 

from Profpecf-hill, to our quarters i n 

Cambridge> and about a mile from the 

barracks, were ftopt by a pat role ; who, 

although we mewed our panes and our 

fide-



fide-arms, would not let us proceed, but 

faid, he had orders to take every B r i t i i h 

officer or foldier up after dark. H i s 

Lordihip then informed him, " that he 

was Aire no fuch orders had been given f 

but the Corporal faid, '* he received thofe 
< ( orders from his Captain j and that we 
< c muff march to the guard-houfe/' A c ­

cordingly we were efcorted, though a very 

cold piercing night, back to the barracks. 

When we arrived at the guard, his L o r d ­

ihip remonftrated with the Captain, who 

faid, " H e believed he had fuch orders, 
l c but he was not certain; however, as we 
u were brought prifoners, we muff re-

" main t i l l next morning/' H i s LOrdfliip' 
Then defired him to fend to Colonel Ger-
r h l i , at Cambridge, the commanding offi­

cer, which he refufed. After much alter­

a t i o n and fome perfaafion, rather" than 

paw the cold night without any covering, 

in. their bleak guard-houfc, he was pre­

sided upon to let us proceed to our 

II 2 quarters, 
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quarters, upon our figning a parole to 

return the next morning at eight o'clock; 

the next day, when we went to the guard-

houfe, they flocked round us with the 

fame eager curiofity to fee his Lordfhip, 

as they did to fee L o r d Napier; we re­

mained at the guard-til I it was relieved, 

when the Captain that came to relieve 

would not take charge of us, nor the 

other difcharge us; therefore, when the 

old guard was gone, his Lordfhip afked 

the Captain ." Whofe prifoners we were ?" 

lie replied, c c None of mine, and I deftre 

you w i l l go all of you about your bufi-

nefs." W e went accordingly. Complaint 

being made by General Philips to their 

Commanding Officer,, all the• .anfwer he 

received was, that he fuppofed it was 

fome ignorant Captain, who had made 

a mirhike. Thus you fee we arc the fport 

of thefe fools. What a footing military 

difcipline is on in the ..United. States.! 

I could 



I could not fo freely have communi­

cated my fentiments, had I not an oppor­

tunity to fend this by an officer going to 

New-York, from which place he returns 

to Europe, who w i l l deliver it to you, and 

at the fame time inform you that he left, 
J n good health, but very low fpirits, 

Yours, &c» 

L E T r 



L E T T E R L , 

Cambridge, in Nfw England^ 

Feb, 28, 1788. 

M Y D E A R F R I E N D ] 

U R attention has of late been en-

\ ^ groffed with the trial of Colonel 

Henley. As the whole proceedings would 

be tirefome, I mai l only juff give you the 

fubftance of General Burgoyne's opening 

that profecution, his reply, and the Judge 

Advocate's, with the extraordinary opinion 

of the Court, after the enormous crimes 

were fully fubftantiated, upon oath; 

when i l l - treatment, mifconducl, and 

cruelty, were indifputably proved, by fuch 

refpectahle 



refpecfable witnelfes as Colonel Anftru-

ther, Colonel L i n d , Major Forfter, L i e u ­

tenant Valiancy, Lieutenant Bibby, and 

other officers. But as giving you only 

the heads of his fpeeches, would take from 

the energy and beauty of the General's 

language, I fhall relate it verbatim, as 

taken i n fhort-hand. 

A t the opening of the Court, General 

Burgoyne took notice of a diftinction be­

tween the charge, as ftated i n his letter, 

and General Heath's order. In the letter, 

the general tenor of Colonel Henley's 

language and conduct., encouraging his 

inferiors, and feemingly calculated to ex­

cite them to bloody purpofes, was only 

ftated as a matter of fufpicious belief; 

teaforung upon this principle, it was 

more candid to fuppofe one inftigator of 

fuch evils, than a general, voluntary, bad 

thfpofition among the American troops; 

that the direct, matter of charge which the 

General 



General pledged himfelf formally and offici­

ally to fupport, was contained in the words 

" behaviour, criminal as an officer, and 

"unbecoming a man. of the moi l iiie.e-

" cent, violent, vindictive feverity a^a'nlf. 
t c unarmed men, and of intentional i n u r -

« d e r . ' l - ' 7 T / Y{ I L B F F L . 1 ' ^ ' S ^ 1 

General Burgoyne made this obferva-

tion, as a fecurity againff any cenfure of 

inccnfiffency on his'part, for not going at 

large into matters of inferior moment, as 

to the general tenor of language and con-

d u 6 f o f Col . Henley, declaring he fhould 

confine his evidence to tranfacf ions of the 

1 9 t h of December, and the 8 t h of January, 

except i n cafes where the behaviour of 

Colonel Henley, at other times, ferved' to 

elucidate the principles and defigns upon 

which he a<5ted upon .thofe particular days. 

After making this obfervation, as to the 

diftinction i n the charge, the General 

opened the profecution. 

" Mr. 



<c Mr I Prefdent, and Gentlemen of the 

" Court, 

£ C I prefent myfelf as profecutor before 

you, i n charges of a heinous nature 

'againit Colonel Henley;—and, before 

I proceed to adduce the evidence in 1 up-

port of them, I think ft a duty to my 

nation, and a' part of propriety towards 

' the Court, to declare the principles upon 

' w h k k r a a ^ q ni 4*201 \ • 
^ Xnioq i i i - e l i E t J I f i bus noijiflinos \ 

" If the reports i n my hand, and which 
c wi l l prefently be brought to teft upon 
c oath, do not deceive me, public faith 

• has been ihaken, wanton barbarities 
c have been committed, and a general 

• maifacre of the troops under my care, 

' apparently threatened. In objects of 

' this magnitude, where not only the 

• rights of a fingle nation, but the inte-

refts of human nature are concerned, the 

" conduct 



" conduct of the profecution falls naturally 

" (however difagreeable the office, and 
< { unequal the talents of the perfon) to h i m 

" who has the fupreme truf l upon the 

" fpot. 

t c A fecond inducement to appear here, 

" is that ot private honor. I have u n -

*s dertaken to accufe Colonel Henley, 

f* in a degree that ought to affect: the feel-

" ings of a foldier nearer than life. It is 

" fit I ft and forth, in perfon, to maintain 

** my accufation, and i f it fails in point of 

" proof, to make h i m the fulleft atone* 

ment i n my power. 

4 1 I acknowledge a third impuliion upon 

" m y mind, equally irrenftible ; — g t u i i -
< f tude, efteem and affection to that mcri-

*• torious, refpedtable part of my country, 

f< the brave and honell Britifh foldier— 

" a private man, defencelefs, becaufe u n -

" armed, ignorant of your laws, unqua* 

" lined 



£ lified to make good his caufe i n a court 

'of jufl ice, and who has not to look for 

i 1 rtdrefs of injury to his own officers.— 
: t I confefs I am too felfhli to refign to any 

* brother officer the pride and gratifica-

' tion of {landing i n the front, for the 

* defence of men, faithful comrades of 
£ honor and misfortune,. who have 

* fought bravely under my orders, who 

' have bled i n my prefence, and who are 
1 now expofed to oppreflion and perfecu-
c tion, by the abufe of a treaty figned by 

* my hand. 

< { T h u s much I thought proper to pre-

'* mife, left any man fhould fuppofe me 
1 actuated by fo mean and paltry a mo-

'* tive, as vindictive perfonal refentment, 

; a gainit a gentleman too, of whom, be-

' fore thefe tranfactions, I could know no 

' harm, and towards whom, i f I had any 

' P r e judicc, I ferioufly declare it was, from 

* m s general deportment, a prejudice of 

« favor— 
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" favor—perfonal refentment ?—No, gen-

'f tlemen, I ftand upon broader and firmer 

" ground—the ground of natural rights, 
t £ perfonal protection and public honor,— 

" and I appeal to the great principles and 

" land marks by which human focieties 

" hold and are directed, and which, whc-

" ther in fituations of amity or hoitility, 

" are efteemed, equally facred by the ;uni-

" verfal concurrence of civilized man. 

" A n d this leads me to a momentary re^ 

" flection upon the order under wh'ch 

" you fit, originating from the report of 

" the Court of Knquii'y. : sujfT ** 

" It itates—That the Court, after mature 

confderation, are of opinion, that from the 
t c evidence offered on the fide of General Bur-

" goyne againft Colonel Henley, it will he mcjl 

"for the honor of C O L O N E L H E N L E Y , as 

S well as for the fatisfacliofi of all interefted^ 

" that the judgment of a Court Martial jhould 



c be taken on his conduct, during his command 

\ at Cambridge. The General approving the 
c opinion of the Court, orders, &c. 

CC I confefs, I expected General Heath 

\ would have joined iff he with the profe-

' cutor, i n this in fiance, and placed the 

! Court-martial upon a more enlarged 

' bails than the honor of an individual, 

' however refpeclable he may be, or the 

' fatisfaction of the complainants.—But 
c be it as it may, my purpofe is anfwered, 

" a Court-martial is obtained, the mem-

'* bers are fworn, and they are bound to 
t c decide." 

t c I know you w i l l feel with me the 
< c difference between this and common 
< c courts ; fuch a flate of the minutes as 

" would fuffice for your internal convic-
£ c tion, after h a r i n g the evidence, or as 

" would, be merely explanatory, to the per-

" fon who is to confirm the llntcncc, w i l l 

" not 



u not be thought fufrlcient here. Y o u 

" well know the whole of this matter w i l l 

" be publillied, tranllated, confidered and 
< £ commented upon by every nation in the 

*' world :—not only reality, but perjpicuity 

" of juftice muff appear upon the face of 

" the proceedings. Y o u are truflees for 

" the honor of an infant State, and there-

" fore evafion, fubterfuge and law-craft" 

(an allufion to the Judge Advocate Tudor, 

who is a lawyer at Boffon) " were any 

" man hardy enough to offer fuch at 

" your tribunal, would be of no avai l ; 
M nay, were it pofhble any member could 

*' be warped unintentionally by perfonal 
< c favor, or prejudice of civil conteff (good 
1 1 minds are fometimes prone to fuch i l l u -

" fions) yet here a moment's reflection 

" upon the reputation of his country, 

" would retrieve his reafon, and what his 

" prejudice would incline h im to adopt, 
< c policy would prompt h im to reject." 

" U p o n 



< £ U p o n the full confidence, therefore, 

" of the neceffary, as well as wi l l ing 

"juftice of the court, I fhall proceed 
< l to call the evidence. I have neither i n -
< c clination or powers to heighten the 

" facts by a previous narrative; let them 
u ftrike the view as truth (hall fhew them 
< { in all the fimplicity of their horrors—a 
( t monftrous fpecfacle, from which the 
c t mind and eye w i l l turn afide with de-

* teftation." 

Here a variety of evidence fully proved 

*he accufation of the crimes I mentioned 
l J i my laft, befides various others which 

you w i n perceive commented on, when 

the General clofed the charge. 

After a ful l examination of the evidence 

fupport of the profecution, the Judge 

Advocate made an objection to the General 

t a k i n g any obfervations on it, arguing, 

that i f he was permitted, it muff be upon 
the 



the principle of indulgence, not of right >, 

and after fome little altercation between 

the Judge Advocate and the General, the 

Court acquiefced, when General Burgoyne 

proceeded as follows: 

" Mr. Prefidcnt mid Gentlemen of the 

" Court" 

" It being now admitted, that in clofmg 

" the evidence I may offer fuch argu-

" ments as to me fhall feem proper, i n 

" fupport of the charge, and rcierving to 

" myfeif a claim of replying to the de-

" fence, I fhall enter upon the hrff part 

" of the very painful, though by no 

" means difficult undertaking—painful, 

" becaufe 1 cannot purfue the offender 

" without fetting that offender in points 

" of view, at which every benignant mind 

V muff fhudder—eafy i n every other re-
< c fpecf is the talk, becaufe I w i l l venture 

" to pronounce the evidence, when ar-
t c ranged and adjufted, w i l l amount to 

I « fuch 



fuch a mafs of proof as cannot be over­

thrown* and w i l l authorize and call for 

the ftrongefl terms I can ufe, i n my 

demand of public juffice; A n d , G e n ­

tlemen, let me be permitted to affume 

to myfelf applaufe rather than blame, 

that the evidence has not been laid be­

fore you i n a regular feries* the reafon 

was, that though allured by the reports 

made to me, that the evidence would 

produce conviction upon the whole, I 

was ignorant how the teltimony of the 

particular witneffes would apply, and 

point to the progeffion of the charges, 

becaufe I had no previous intercourfe 

with them. I declare upon my folemn 

word and honor, that I had no con­

cern or communication, directly or i n ­

directly, wi th any non-commithoned 

officer or foldier who has appeared at 

your bar, one only excepted, viz. Ser­

jeant Fleming, of the 4 7 t h regiment, 

who has depcfed to the falutation Co-

I " lonel 



«' lonel Henley gave him'and his comrades 

" at the Adjutant General's office; the 

" whole matter appeared ib very impro-

" bable, that I not only fent for the Ser-

** jeant, to warn him of the facrednefs of 

*' an oath, and the crime of intemperate 

" zeal that led to bearing falfe wirnefs ; 

" but alfo I thought it my duty to enquire 

" minutely into his character.—I found 

" the man firm and uniform in aiferting 
u his facts ; and I found his officers una-

" nimous in fupporting the credit of his 
1 1 veracity. 

" In everv other circumitancc I adhered 

** religioully to tire determination I had 

*"* taken, of fecluding myfelf from the 

" witneffes, not only to guard my cha-

*? racier, in this region of fufpicion and 

ff afperfion, againft the fuppoiition of u n -
t ; fair practices I be(idea had a fcruple 

" - o f truit ing my own mind with too 

haffy prcpolieffions ib a 1 caufe, where, 
4 4 with 



*' with the folemn matter of a public na­

ff ture, is involved the fate of a gentle-

" man, high in his military ftation, and 

" to judge by the apparent ligns of good 

" wilhes on this day, high i n popular 

*' efteem. 

" Thus unprejudiced I came into Court, 

" I fcom to take the llighter matters that 
u might be comprehended i n the general 

f* words of the charge, fuch as perfonal 
4 4 incivility to the officers, expreffions and 
4 4 actions of peevifhnefs, haughtinefs and 
t c difguff. I mean not to prefs, that they 
4 4 exifted, or i f they did, I am dcfirous that 

C t they fhould pafs as faults of temper and 

*' deficiencies of manners, incident to 

'* man's nature, education, and habitual 

** courfe of l i fe ; and 1 fhall confine my 

" comments, as it is my.duty to do, to the 
4 4 teflimonies of your minutes, and the cu> 

V cumffances relating to them. 

" Without 



" Without departing from this princi-

" pie, it w i l l be ncceifary to take a general 

" view of the if ate of things, previous to the 

" date of the grievances complained of.— 

" W e arrived at Cambridge, palfengers 

" through your country, under the fanction 

" of a truce—in whatever capacity we had 

" been found in a foreign, and as you intend, 

" an independent ifate, we were entitled 

" to a perfonal protection, by the general 
M and moft facred laws of cuffom and 

** reafon ; but when, to the promulgated 

" law of civilization, are added, the u n -

*• written principles,—or written only 

'* upon the hearts of generous people,— 
4 1 honor, refpecf for the brave, the hofpita-

*' ble wilhes that ufually prefs to the re 1 

" lief of the unfortunate, the ffranger, 
u and the defencelefs man i n your power, 
M how w i l l our claims multiply upon the 
4 4 m i n d ! — Sanguine imaginations con-
i 4 ceived yet further motives for kindnefs ; 
4 4 there were among us men fo vain as to 

believe 
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*4 believe, that notwithstanding the fepa-

*' ration between us, the different duties 

" we now maintained, the prejudices of 

" political zeal, and the animofity of civi l 

** war-—yet ffill the conflict over, it might 

" be remembered we once were brothers, 

" and the more efpeciaUy, as it was i m -
lf poflible, by the convention of Saratoga, 

" that the generality of us'mould ever op-
f* pole America i n arms again. 

*' W e were led into thefe delufive hopes 
f < by the very honorable treatment fhewn 
1 4 us by General Gates, by that we re-

" ceived from you, M r . prefident,—(who 

" was a Brigadier General Glover) when 

" you conducted us upon the march, and 

" by that we afterwards found from the 

" worthy member of the Court near you, 

" (a Colonel Lee) who had the irnme-
1 1 diate command in this diftrict upon our 

arrival, and to whom, mo ft happily 

I 3 " for 



< c for us, thfe command is now again 

" devolved *r 

4 4 The firif fymptpm we discovered of 

1* any uncandid defign, was the mode 

'* eftablhlied for correcting errors and dif-

*' turbanccs in the troops of convention; 
4 4 men were taken up, imprifoncd and 
4 4 otherwife punifhed by the American 
4 4 troops, without any prior reference to 
4 4 their own officers. I very well know with 
4 4 how much flight and fevere derifion my 
4 4 fentiments have been treated on this 
4 4 fubject, but I flill inlitt, that after tak-
4 4 ing up men for faults, to have applied 
4 4 to the officers of the convention troops., 
4 4 i n the firff inflance, for their punifh-
4 4 ment, would have been confonant to 
4 4 every principle of decorum and gooq 
4 4 policy, not meaning to deny, that upon 
i i any proof of partiality or connivance, 
4 4 or undue lenity, it then became a pro-
4 4 per and indifpenfiblc duty of General 

*' Heath, 



" Heath, to take the diftribution of justice 
4 4 into his own hands." 

4 4 The contrary maxim having been 

" eftabliihed, let us examine, i n point of 
4 4 time, though the lafl in the proceed-

" ings, that burft of independency, fcur-

** ril ity and impiety, from Colonel Henley 
4 4 to the Quarter-mafter Serjeants at the 
4 4 Adjutant-General's Office. It is not 
i 4 without difficulty I can frame my 
4 4 mouth to read the words, as they were 

** delivered upon oath, by that very rc-
4 4 fpectablc witnefs, Seijeant F l e m i n g , — 
44 Ton rafcals, &c. Til make damnation fly 
44 out of you, and 1 will myjelf one of thefe 
14 nights go the rounds, and if I hear the 

*' leaf word or noife in your barracks, Til 
44 pour fljot amongft you, and make flames of 
44 Hell jump out of ye, and turn your bar-

" racks infide out" 

4 4 The 



4 4 The Court w i l l remember, that when 
4 4 this evidence was given, it rather ex-
4 4 cited laughter i n fome part of the au-
4 4 dience, than any ferious condemnation; 
4 4 tills day it feems to make a very dif-

4 4 ferent impreffion the minds of all 
4 4 around follow me while I contend, that 
4 4 expreffions fo wi ld , fo unfit, fo unpre-

f* cedented, from the mouth of a Gentle-
4 4 man, argue the moff horrid paffions 
4 4 boiling in the breaffr-—the very enthu-

f fiafm of rage and m a l i c e . — r r l defy any 

man to diveff himfelf of that idea j it 

" w i l l attend the mind through the whole 

" courfe of the proceedings, and caft a 

" fhocking glare over every fubfequent 
4 4 tranfacfion, of fore-thought intention, 

** and bloody refolution." 

4 4 It is very material to obferve, that 
4 4 this demonftration of Colonel Henley's 
4 4 mind wa? on or about the 16th .of 
4 4 December, and it was no longer than 

4 4 t i l l 



1 • t i l l the 19th, before he confirmed by 

** 3U qvert^acl, the principles he had 
< c profeffed/' 

*•* T h e flabbing of Corporal Reeves is 

*' proved by the evidence of Corporal 

*• Buchanan, Alexander Thomfon, and 
u Robert Steel. 

*' I fhall quote indifcriminatdy from 
t £ the teftimony of thefe witneffes, becaufe 

v though one may recollect a few fhort 

*' paflages or words more than another, 

*• there is not a fhadow of contradiction, 
f < and I am confident, there never was an 

*' inltance where truth was laid before 

" a Court by united evidence, more per-

fnicuoufly." 

H It has been fworn, " That on the mom-

" *ng °f the iqtb ff December, Colonel 

"Henley went to the barrack, on Profpeti 

"Hill, to rtleaje fome Briiijh foldiers, ivbo 

were 



44 wcrr prifoners 5 that having paraded them, 

** he read over their crimes, and comin? to 

** Reeved, told him he was corf -u-d for itp~ 
44 fulting a Provincial Officer. Reeves made 

" anfwer, he was firry for it; that he was 
44 in liquor, and would not have acled fo, 
64 had he kniwrt him to have been an Officer T 

4 4 I paufe here to apply to the feelings 

*' of the Court, whether a more decent, 
4 4 proper and fatisfacfory excufe could 

• 4 S have been conceived—what did it draw 

It from the Colonel ? 4 4 Had it been me 

you ferved jo, J would have run you through 
4j4 the body, you rafccdT Continue the com-

parifon between the language of the Co­

lonel and the Corporal v <c Sir, lam no 
44 rafcal, but a good foldier, and my officers 

44 know it, and I hope foon to be with General 
44 Howe, and fight for my King and country.'' 

What did this produce from the Colonel ? 
64 Damn your King and Country, and an 
i 4 order to the guard to run him through 

4 4 the 



1 1 the body—not a hand nor a heart could 

** be found for the butchery, The Colonel, 

** enraged at the virtuous difobediencc of 

** his men, leaps from his horfe, feizes a 

*' firelock with a fixed bayonet, and ffrikes 
4 4 at the man's heart. I call upon the 

** Gentleman of a learned profession near 

'* me, to inform the Court, when he 

*' funis up the evidence at the clofe of the 

trial, whether this act would not con-

conflitute malice propenfe i n law. I 

mean, that admitting, for the fake of 

*4 argument, that there had been fuch 
4 4 provocation given, as would have juft i-
4 4 fled a man having an offenfive weapon 

, to make ufe of it inflantly, which would 

*' have been only manflaughter, whcthc; 

** the intermediate act of difmounting a 

* horfe, and taking a firelock from the 
1 other, implying time for recollection, 

' would not have constituted the act of 
4 wilful murder, had the man died. C o n -

*4 ftder now, Gentlemen, what followed: 

l i the 



4 4 the brave Corporal, i n the inflant ex-

*4 pectation that his words would con: 
4* him his life, perfevered, " Idorit care, 1 
44 will Jland by my King and my Country till 

% I die /" The action would have charm-
4 4 ed a brave m a n ; it would have been a 
4 4 fpell upon his arm, and kept the ffroke 

fufpended beyond the power of witch-

*' craft—what effect had it upon the Co-

'* lonel ? T o provoke a fecond flab, which 

* ; was pnjy diverted by the intervention of 
4 4 the man next h im, who caught hold of 
4 4 the bayonet and threw it up." 

4 4 Gentlemen, when I fay the perfeverr 
4 4 ance of the Corporal ought rather to 
4 4 have pleafed than provoked, I fpeak 
4 4 not vaguely or romantically 1 feel 
4 4 confcious proof of the truth, and when 
4 4 I confider the actjons of a Wafhing? 
4 4 t o n — w h e n I meet in the field a Gates, 
4 4 an Arnold , a General Glover, and fee 
4 4 them bravely facing death, i n fupport 

4 4 of 



* of their principles—though I would 

* flied my laff blood upon a different con-
4 v i&ion, I cannot withhold from the 
4 enemy the refpect due to the foldier, 

i and the immediate conflict over, he 
4 robs me of my anger, and feizes my 
4 good w i l l . 

4 4 Gentlemen, in the different parts of 
1 4 the examination upon this fact, many 

| questions have been afked by the p r i -
1 4 foner, by the Judge Advocate, and by 
t 4 the Court , refpecting the appearance of 

•* the prifoner's temper. Was he not i n 
4 4 a mi ld m o o d ? — D i d he not feem good 

1 4 humored ? M i l d murder Good 
1 4 humored murder are phrafes, I 
! t fancy, w i l l not convey any clear mean-
1 4 ing, t i l l men change their ideas of that 
4 4 crime ! W e hear, it is true, fometimes, 
4 4 as a fort of proverb, to mark the utmost, 
4 4 malignity and treachery of a man fmil-
4 4 ing i n your face while he cuts your 

" throat j 



4 4 throat j hut, I believe, fuch fmiles were 
4 4 never produced as excufes or extenua-
4 4 tion of guilt. Thefe queffions, there-
4 4 fore, as I conceive, can have no ten-
4 4 dency but to infinuate, that Colonel 

*' Henley's paflion was entirely raifed by 
4 4 the immediate provocation he received, 
4 4 1 am ready to j o i n iffue upon this argu-
4 4 ment, and i f the gentlemen w i l l reft his 
4 4 caufe upon it , I w i l l relinquifh the 
t ( proof eftablifhed of Reeves's decency 
4 4 and confiftency, and give h im latitude 
4 < for all the provocation he can fuppofe, 
4 4 fliort of perfonal alfault, and the ne-
4 4 ceflity of felf-defence, which I am fure 

4 4 w i l l not be pretended—tranfpofe, i f he 
4 4 pleafes, the time when Reeves is prov-
1 4 ed to have talked about R i n g Hancock, 
4 4 and bring it back to the inftant where 
4 4 it was attempted to be introduced as a 
4 4 fubftantial matter of provocation. H e 
4 4 Ihall add infolence of gefture to abufive 

«< terms, and under all thefe fictitious 
4 4 circumftances, 



c* circumftances, I w i l l take the judgment 
4 4 of the Court, whether Colonel Henley, 
4 4 wi th f u l l powers to imprifon, and to 
< l punifh by regular, decent, legal proceed-
4 4 ing, has a fliadow of j unification for 
4 4 making himfelf, i n his own perfon\ 
4 4 party, judge and executioner." De­

ferring the conclusion t i l l another oppor­

tunity, and wi l l ing to embrace the very 

favorable one that occurs. J remain 

Yours, Sec, 

L E T -
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L E T T E R L L 

Cambridge, in Ntt-io England > 

March 6th 1778. 

M Y D E A R F R I E N D , 

T I T I T H O U T any preface, I fhall 

™ ™ proceed to hnifh the General's 

addrefs, as i f no delay had intervened. 

4 4 F r o m the 1 9 t h of December, the hands 

•* of Colonel Henley were imbrued in 

" blood, t i l l the 5th of January ; but it 

** evidently appears upon your proceed-

" iftigs, that the influence of his example, 
4 4 and the encouragement of his precepts, 
4 4 failed not to operate. As the firft 

1 4 proof 



proof of it , I requeft the attention of 

the Court to the testimony of Colonel 

L i n d , concerning the pofitiofi of the 

centry, which was fuch as mult neceffa-

rily affect every paitenger upon the 

public road, whenever he fired j and 

at the fame time with a readihefs to do 

mifchicf, fo marked, that he took wo­

men for his objects, and would not 

give them time to turn round, * be had 

orders fo to do.1 Let the behaviour of the 
; next centry, to whom Colonel L i n d 

applied, concerning the ungentleman-

like behaviour of the officer, with his 

' confirmation of the whole proceeding, 
1 being A C C O R D I N G T O O R D E R , be com­es * 

' bined and compared, and it muff u n i -
1 verfally flrike common fenfe, that thefe 
; were feveral parts of one determined 

' plan to diffufe the feeds of difcord and 

' fury, i n order afterwards to countenance 

! a general havock. 

V O L . I L K 
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** But, it may be faid, the orders under 

*f which the continental troops acted, 

" were not thofe of Colonel Henley, but 

" of aTuperior. W i l l that be pleaded? 

" Was the pofition of the centries to k i l l 

** or wound three or four paffengers at a 

" Ihot, the firing upon women, the refufal 

" of redrefs to Colonel L i n d , with all the 

" indecent manner and language attend-

** i n g — w i l l thefe circumftances be al-
i l ledged to have proceeded from fuperior 
i l orders ?—If fo, the excufe, indeed, be-

•* comes more alarming to us. It is not 

" my part, at this time, to drop a confider-

" ation that would lead far on that fub-

" jeer, I fhall only remark, how little the 

" excufe would benefit Colonel H e n -

" ley, who would ftill remain a cruel agent 

'j of—(I w i l l ufe no improper terms) I 

^ w i l l only fay, a cruel agent of too hafty 

" principles. 

" Colonel 
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f c Colonel Henley has afked, whether 

*' complaints were made to h i m of the 
u transactions of the 22d 3 I believe there 
t ( were not—but I dare fay lie w i l l recol* 
< c lect the reafon—other grievances of the 
H moft atrocious nature, abufe of officers, 

*( and affaults upon their lives, were pre-
< c paring to be laid before General H e a t h ; 
l t they were i n number, and i n time, to 

have filled up a much longer interval 
4 1 than between the roth of December 
t c and the 8th of January, and not brought 

before this Court, becaufe I underffood 
4• it to be the intention of General Heath 
l < they fhould be feparately enquired into. 
w Enough has appeared to fhew how the 
u fyftem of perfecution was preferved, and 

£ I come now to the tranfaction of the 
c t 8th of January. 

< £ Upon a general view of that black 

' ^ a y, I am at a lofs where firff to carry" 

your obfervation—the field was exten-

K 2 five, 



" five, the fcenes feparate and fucceflive, 

" but evidently guided by one uniform de-

" fign. In one place, a party on the 
t c march are ftabbing and knocking out 

" the brains of innocent fpectators at 

" another, men, under pretence of a p r i -
£ t foner's efcape, are glutting the fame 

" bloody purpofes upon men not pretend-

" ed to be concerned—in a third, Colonel 

[* Henley, in perfon (the Bri t i ih officers at 

" the fame time being denied admittance, 

" as appears by the evidence of Lieutenant 

f Bibby) .is running men through the 
i L body with his fword. 

ni LsiiifpnSi I . • ::<qvl iui/ohYvjmi * 
The firfl of thefe complicated horrors, 

in point of time, was the attack firfl, 

" with the bayonet, and afterwards with 

" the butt end of the firelock. I w i l l 

" read the evidence, without a comment" 

(which was the evidence of Major Forflcr 

of. the twenty-firit regiment, and L i e u ­

tenant Smith of the Artillery, who de-



pofed, that they were within thirty yards,' 

that they neither heard or faw any provo­

cation or infult offered, but were count­

ing the files of the guard; that when the 

rear came near the Britifh Guard-room, 

they obferved a fcufflc, and the guard palled 

on ; upon their going over, found T r u d -

get had been wounded, and the blood 

running down his face •> they ordered the 

men to difperfe, which they did imme­

diately; that there was a free paffage for 

the Continental troops, and not the leafl 

difpute upon that fubject. " I have only 
l { now to remark, it is rather a prepof-

" fefhon in favor of the Continental 
u troops, to fuppofe that fuch malici-
< c ous treatment could proceed from a 

• general fentiment no body of people 

' a*re fo barbarous, unlefs inffigated, and 
1 now is the time to call upon the learned 

'Gentleman near me, for another duty 
1 ° f his office, to expound to the Court 

- the principles pf law, refpe&ing accef-

K 3 " faries 
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faries and accomplices, and to fay whe­

ts ther a man, by order, advice, example, 

" or any other encouragement, influencing 

*' another to do a mifchievous act, is not 

" particeps criminis, at an hundred miles 

*' di fiance, as much as i f prefent on the 

V fpot. 

" The ffabbing of W i l f o n follows i n 
< c courfe of the evidence." (he was wound­

ed i n the fide by a Provincial foldier, whilft 

he was parrying off the bayonet that 

another was puuiing at him) " and it 
< £ appears, as little comment is neceflary 
< c upon this, as upon the former action, 
u further than to remark, that i n this 

" cafe, Colonel Henley is found to be ac-
i C ceffary, not upon circumftantial, i pre-

" fumptive and argumentative, but up-

1i on pofitive proof, for it is fworn the 
f c action was done i n his fight; that he 
C i made no attempt to prevent it, and 

fc though it be alledged, and even ad-

f« mitted, 



c c mitted, that he was at too great a dif-
C i tance, yet his giving no reprimand nor 
< c check to the foldiers, upon feeing the 

" act committed, carries as direct a con-

" viction of approbation and encourage 
u ment, as i f he had given open ap-

f? plaufe. 

" T h e laff article to mark the thirff of 

" blood, is the ffabbing Corporal Hadley, 
£ c and following W i n k s with threats of the 
< c fame fate.—It would be fuperfluous to 

"expatiate upon the ftrength of the 
1 1 proofs, the concurrence of witneffes, 

*' that there was no provocation to this 
u deliberation and wantonnefs of bar-

** barity. The intention is fo clear, i n 

*; my opinion, againll the probability of 

doubt, that I mould not touch a mo-
l < ment upon it, were it not that a very 
f t grave application was made to the 

** Court, by the m o i l refpecf able autho-

? r i t y in it , to confider of the nature of 

K 4 " wounds, 



< c wounds, as matters of the greateft im~ 
1 1 portance—and quellion upon queftion 

" was put to the Surgeon, i n every cafe, 

" to find whether they were dangerous or 

~'£ not.—Is it poffiMe that any Gentleman 
u can mean to meafure the degree of the 

" crime by the depth of the wound, and 
< £ to argue that a man may thruff a wea-

" pon into another's breaft with impunity, 
< £ provided he does not touch a mortal 

" p a r t ! If this doctrine holds good, you 
t c ought to eflablifh fchools of anatomy 
< £ for the education of young officers , the 
< £ fcience of diffecf ion fhould be added to 

" the fki l l of the fencing-mailer, to train 
< £ the pupils to that nicety of touch, that 
t l can feel to a hair's-breadth between 

" death and life j a fort of fiddleflick dex-

*£ terity, that can run divifions upon veins 

*£ and arteries, and flop fhort i n time and 

" tune to the thoufandth part of a fecond. 

*( Really, Gentlemen, I am not wil l ingly 
i l ludicrous upon this fubjecf, but' it- is 

. • • ,££ impoffible 



impoffiblc to treat fuch an argument 

gravely. 1 difmifs it to my learned 

neighbour, with one more injunction to 

fhevv the Court, in law, that where a 

man palfes a fword with violence at 

another's bread, whether the wound is 

a mere puncture, or goes to the hilt, the 

intentional guilt is the fame. 1 have 

only one matter further to obferve, upon 

the crofs-queftioning of the witnencs; 

it has perhaps been wiflied to infmuate, 

that at the time of thefe violent proceed­

ings, there was caufe of appreheniion 

the armed troops might be furrounded 

and overcome; the troops themfelves 

w i l l hardly thank their friends for that 

idea!—What, fhall it be alledged that 

the milit ia of America, who, animated 

by their caufe, have been felf taught the 

ufe of arms; that body, where every 

man is fuppofed himfelf to be an h o f t ^ 

ihall fuch foldiers be apprehenfive of 

danger, from half their number of un-

" armed 



armed, mercenary, minifferial flaves, for 

fuch I know they think u s ! — N o , Gen­

tlemen, I reject with you fo injurious a 

fuppofition j I .give credit to the fpirit 

and force of your m i l i t i a I do it feri-

oufly and upon experience, and it is 

* upon that credit I found this propofi-

< tion, that it being impoffible the officers 

' and foldiers mould be induced to acts 

of violence, by any apprehenfion of 

* refinance, it follows, by the faireff de-

* duct ion, that either there was more pre-
1 valent malignity than ever appeared be-

' fore i n the human heart, or that the 
4 whole proceeded from direction, order, 
1 and a fyffematical plan. 

" Litt le more, I imagine, need be remark-

' ed, to apply the evidence to the feveral 

* diftinct terms I have ufed i n the charge. 

* That the whole tenor of Colonel H e n -

* ley's conduct was heinoufly criminal, as 

* an Officer, w i l l hardly be difputed, i n a 

M country 
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4 4 country where the principles of liberty 

" have been fo deeply fludied. A n army 
H is not to be borne i n a free State, but 
c < upon the principle of defence againft an 

" outward enemy, or the protection of the 

" laws.—The officer who makes himfelf 
4 4 the Arbiter of the Law, is guilty of the 

**• moft fhameful pervertion of moral duty, 
1 4 and his impunity would fcarcely be 

n thought a very comfortable prefage of 

*4 the growing liberties of his country. 

• •' l/ZODO K\ C'J AfQ j 3 g C i li 

** I have alfo faid, the Colonel's beha-
1 4 viour was Unbecoming a man.—I w i l l 

** not ti4ifie with, the time or underffanding 
u of the Court, to enter into definitions 

" u p o n this term, nor w i l l I fhock the 

*' ears of Officers, nor even of the unfor-
H tunate perfon under trial , with fo grofs a 
u term as the world i n general apply to 

" the act of alfaulting a woman, a prieff, 

" or unarmed man, for they are all exactly 

** i n the fame predicament. The fword 

" drawn 
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" drawn for fuch a purpofe is no longer 
4 4 the badge and diftinction of a gentle-

" m a n ; it is degraded with the imple-

" ments of the alfaflin and hangman, and 
4 4 contracts a ftain that can never be wiped 
4 4 away. 

I cannot help remarking to you, for 

I was i n Court that day, at the con-

clufion of this laft fentence, the Colonel 

changed color, and appeared buriting 

with rage ; but to p r o c e e d — 

4 4 Gentlemen," fays the Genera l ,—j ' I 
4 4 have now gone through the material 
1 4 parts of the proceedings; whether the 
4 4 offences are refolved into vindictive 
4 4 refentment, or more deep deiign, or 
4 4 both, it muff {till appear wonderful 
4 4 that a general maffacre did not.enfue.— 
4 4 By the patience and the difciplinc of 
4 4 the Britifh foldiers, thofe horrors have 
4 4 been avoided ; but whatever the efcape 

4 4 may 



4 4 may have been upon our part, it is 
4 4 tenfold more material on yours. W e 
4 4 might, perhaps, for the ftruggles of the 
4 4 defperate are hard but, perhaps, we 

" might have been facrifked to the laft 
4 4 man—we mould thus have paid a fol-
4 4 dier's debt, which we have often rifqued; 

4 4 our fall would have been revenged, and 
4 1 our memories attended with pity and 
4 4 honor. But for America, the tranf-
4 4 actions would have remained a foul and 
4 4 indelible blot i n the firft page of her 
4 4 New Hiftory, nor would any feries of 
4 4 difavowal and penitence, nor ages of 
t l rectitude in government, purity i n man-
4 C ners, inflexible faith, or the whole ca-
4 4 talogue of public virtues, have redeem-

*' ed her in the opinion of mankind." 

Here the Court was ffruck with much 

awe, and feemed to be imprefled with a 

refolve to act impartial ly—--but to re­

turn to the Generals fpeech 
4 4 N o w , 



4 4 Now, Gentlemen, confider tfie words 
4 4 of the order under which you fit re-
4 4 form the opinion of the Court of E n -
4 4 quiry, and fay, whether it is the honor 
4 4 of Colonel Henley, or the honor of 

" America, by which your minds ought 
4 4 to be impreffed, when they proceed to 
4 4 judgment in this caufe. I clofe with 
4 4 that confideration, as far as I can i m -
4 4 imprefs it upon your breaffs 1 trufl 
4 4 they are replete and pregnant with juf-
4 4 tice, honor, and duty to your profef-
4 4 f ion; and above all , with that glorious 

" whig principle, the words of which are 
4 4 become almoft a general motto i n this 
4 4 country, and the genuine fubflantial 
4 4 practice of which I fhall ever revere i n 
4 1 any country, a due fenfe of the general 
4' rights of mankind" I trufl you have all 
4 4 thefe qualities, and i n that perfuafion, 

" I cannot doubt what w i l l be the ifTce 
4 ' of the caufc." 

« After 



After tlie General had finifhed, the 

evidence for the prifoner was adduced, 

which went fully to fubftantiate the evi­

dence of the witnelfes for the profecu-

tion, making only this addition, that 

Reeves, &c. gave great provocation.— 

After the evidence for the prifoner was 

fmifhed, Colonel Henley - read a paper, 

which he had figned, attefted by the Judge 

Advocate, and declined faying any thing 

further in his defence. 

Mr. PrefJcnt and Gentlemen of the 

Court. 

*? I have particular reafons, and in my 
u oivn apprehemions very fufheient, for 

*s declining to fay a fingle word, i n anfwer 

*' to the illiberal abufe thrown upon me, 
4 4 and the palpable difhonor done to my 

" country, by General Burgoyne, i n this 

" Court. It is, M r . Prefident, a new 

\ thing under the Sun, and, taken in all 

" its 



*' its circumftances, 
4 4 ample 

totally without cx-

4 4 The Judge Advocate w i l l fum up the 
4 4 evidence with ability and impartiality. 
< 4 Such is my confcioufnefs of having done 
4 4 nothing through this whole affair, but 
4 4 what the honor and fafety of my coun-
4 4 try abfolutely required, that I fhall reft 
4 4 entirely fatisfLed with your decifion, be-
4 4 ing at the fame time fully perfuaded, 
4 4 that the impartial public, at whofe bar 
4 4 I ftand, wi l l join with you i n acquitting 
4 4 me from all the injurious and illiberal 
4 4 charges of General Burgoyne,. and that 
4 4 they w i l l vindicate me for that huma-
4 4 nity, characferiffic of an American 
4 4 Officer, and with which the officers and 
4 4 foldiers of General Burgoyne s army 
4 4 have been treated, while I was honor-

** ed with the command of the Guards." 

T o 



T o this poor defence, which the C o ­

lonel and the Judge Advocate were feve-

ral days i n framing, wi th a review of the 

evidence in defence of the prifoner, the 

General made an immediate reply, which 

I muff defer to my next, t i l l when, I 

remain 

Yours, &c» 

L L E T -
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Cam'nidge, in A#w England, 
March lith, 1778. 

M Y D E A R F R I E N D , 

N O doubt, long before you receive 

this, you w i l l be anxious for the 

General's reply to the invective defence of 

the Colonel.—I therefore take up my pen, 

and only wifh this had not to crofs the 

Atlantic to eafe your anxiety, 

•* Mr. Trefiderit, and Gentlemen of the 

" Court." 

• ** O n the day of your laff adjournment, 

" the Judge Advocate notified to me, that 
" the 



rt the Court had agreed I fhould reply to 
4 4 Colonel Henley's defence, but had d i -

** reefed that the reply mould be made 

" immediately after the Colonel clofed: 

" He added, that all interefted are to at-

** tend and come prepared. 

" I did not judge, from the manner ir i 

" which the Court have treated me hither-

" to, that i n any inftance they meant me 

" uncandidly. I therefore fuppofe, that 

" when they made it a point I fhould 

come prepared to anfwer, offhand, ar-

'** guments which might have been a 

*" month i n framing, they faw the evi-
4 4 dence before them i n fo ltrong a view, 
4 4 that no argument, on my part, could 
4 4 he ncceflary D i d I want further con-

** hdencc i n this opinion, I could not fail 
4 6 of deriving it i n a morf ample degree, 
4 4 from the conduct of the prifoner, who 

f* n a s been juff now constrained, by his 
4 4 fituation, to fubffitute invective for ar-

L 2 " gument. 



4 gument, and to recriminate, where it 
6 was impoflible to defend. Under the 

4 fanction of the Court , and the c ircum­

ftances of the time, this candid Gentle­

man has ventured to make ufe of terms 

to which my ears have not been accuf-
4 tomed ; but he is miftaken i f he thinks 

* to draw from me an intemperate reply -, 

' on the contrary, as conductor of this 

* profecution, I have rather to thank h i m 

* for his affiftancc. After having furnifh-

* ed me, during the whole courfe of what 
4 is called his defence, with evidence to 

' corroborate the facts allcdged againft 

* h im, he at laif ffeps forth a volunteer 
4 witnefs (the mofl undeniable one fure 
4 that ever came before a Court) to prove 
1 the heat of his own temper, which is of 
4 itfelf a material part of his accufation. 

' This remark is the only return I fhall 
4 at prefent addrefs to the prifoner, for 
4 the expreffions he has ufed; but 1 can-
4 not quit the fubject, without ferioully 

4 4 appealing 



" appealing to the recollection of the 

** Court, whether, from the outfet, I did 
4 4 not, in the moi l pohtivc terms, difavow 
4 4 al l perfonal refentment, and whether 

*A the frrongeft language which the courfe 

" o f my duty, as profecutor, led me to 
r* ufe, did not invariably arife from the 
4 4 facts, and apply to the offence more 
4 4 than to the offender*. I make the fame 

" appeal againff. the accufation of 4 4 hav-
44 ing done palpable difmnor to the country 
44 in this Court" Is it to do palpable dif-

4 4 honor to a country to appeal to the 

4 4 j office of it ? It puzzles my intellects 
4 4 to conceive the meaning of this laft 
4 4 preflion; but indeed, Sir, I want no 

" other vindication than your filence, to 

" prove that I have not abided the lat i-

. tude I poffefTed in either caie; for would 

" you, M r . Prefident, or arty member of 
< c the Court, have fuffered a profecutor to 

" mfult an unhappy man, under tr ial , 

" with illiberal abufc ? Sti l l lefs would 

L 3 4 4 you 



" you have fuffered the country to be 

M treated opprobioufly. It is for Colonel 
4 4 Henley to reconcile with his refpect to 
4 4 the Court, charges, which i f founded, 
4 4 would be a general reflection upon their 

" conduct. 

4 4 I underfland great expectation has 
4 4 been raifed of a very elaborate defence 

- l on the part of Colonel Henley, and ac-
4 4 knowledge I myfelf little thought he 

4 4 would throw up his caufe quite fo con-
4 4-fefledly, though I was always furc, that 
4 4 neither ingenuity nor fophiflry, nor all 
4 4 the talents which the ableif counfe! 
4 4 could aflin: h im with, would be fuffi-
4 4 cient to effect the great leading propofi-
4 4 tion upon which I ground myfelf, as 
4 4 upon an immoveable rock, viz. that the 
4 4 proofs on the • part .of the profecution 
4 4 do not only remain unimpeached, but 
4 4 are augmented and enforced i n the nionV 

* ,. ... i " .material ' 



*' material parts, by the evidence produced 

" in the defence. 

" G e n t l e m e n , a very, few obfervations 

w i l l fufhcc to juftify this affcrtion. 

. . " The firfl part of the charge wluch the 

ff prifoner brings evidence to oppofc, is 

that concerning Coporal Reeves, on the 

*P 19th of December, and the firfl evidence 

*~ is Major Sweafey, an officer of rank and 

" trufl in your army, warm i n the pre-

X fent unhappy conteif, and naturally 

*•* impreffed with inclinations to favor his 

" countryman, his brother officer and 

J ' friend. Yet, with all thefe circum-
u fiances to bias (fuch is the force of 

" truth and honor upon that gentleman's 

mind) he proves to be the flrongeft wit-

" nefs of the whole trial, on the fide of 
i - ' the profecution. 

«' The 
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4 4 The beginning of this Gentleman's 
1 6 relation is a confirmation of all the lead-
4 4 ing circumffances mentioned by the 
4 4 other witneffes. T h e firff. new matter 

" of evidence is, that when he, the Major, 

" told Reeves he was a rafcal, the Corporal 

H made a reply to h im (not to Colonel 

*4 Henley) he was no more a rafcal than 

*4 he was, at which he raifed his whip, 
4 t and told h im, i f he did not hold his 
4 4 impertinence, he would ffrike h i m . — 
4 4 One circumffance of this part of the 

*4 evidence cannot pafs obfervation, viz. 
M that the poor Corporal had two ag-
4 4 greffors to anfwer inftead of one.—The 
4 4 word, and the menaces attending that 
4 4 word Rafcal, came to his ears on both 
t c fides. Another circumffance is equally 
c { obferveable, and it ffands upon your pro-
4 4 ceedings, as a record of honor to Major 
4 4 Sweafey, that his warmth of temper, was 
4 4 moved at the recital of Reeves's offence, 
l i to give a fharp rebuke, and to ufe an 

4 4 opprobrious 



opprobrious expreffion, but the idea of 

chaftifement went no further than a 

ib'oke with a riding-whip—Happy, had 

it been for the prifoner had he followed 

fo temperate an example. 

" The Major's narrative proceeds in rc-

fpect. to Colonel Henley's difmounting, 

catching the firelock and {tabbing 

Reeves, i n conformity to all the wit­

neffes for the profecution, except that 

the circumftance of ordering one of the 
6 guard to run the Corporal through is 

' omitted, and his recollection being called 

' to that circumftance, by a quefiion i n 

' the crofs-examination, he replies, " He 

' did not hear him" (but with a candor 

* and tendernefs to his oath, which never 

' departs from him) he adds, " He M I G H T 

' have given fuch an order and I not bear it, 

u The foregoing evidence, therefore,, 
1 8 not fhaken by any contradiction, but 

w it 



" it is immediately after augmented by art 
4 4 entire new circumftance, viz. that after 
4 4 the firff thru ft, upon Reeves's i t i l l talk-
4 4 ing to Colonel Henley, he flepped back, 

" and made a motion to cock the firelock, 
4 4 and added, he wovdd blow his brains 

" out, or words to that effect,, when a 

*i Britifh foldier took hold of the firelock 
c* and threw it up. I requeft the Court 

*4 to take.notice, that Major Sweafcy, u n -
4 4 called upon by any leading queftion, 
4 4 remembers that aft which laved. Reeves 
4 4 from a fecond thrtift, accompanied per-
4 4 haps with fire. Can any doubt be now 

** entertained of Colonel Henley's refolu-
4 4 tion ?. I think I have proof they were 
4 4 obvious to Major Sweafey, at the time, 
4 4 by the very remarkable part of the evi-
4 4 dence, " I then got off my horfe (a con-
< c duct: worthy his character, exprefJive of 
t c his apprehenfions and his humanity) 
44 and begged Colonel Henley to fend Reeves 

kt to the Guard-houfi." The other peti-
1 4 doners 



tioners joined their intercefTion, and the 

man's life at lair was faved. 

" It may perhaps be objected to this 

argument, that Major Sweafey, upon 

being afked, i n the crofs-examination, 

whether he thought Colonel Henley 

made a thruft with an intent to injure 

or to filence the Corporal j anfwers, to 

filence him j for i f he had pufhed his 

arm forward, he would have r u n h im 

through. 

t c A n d i n another place he makes ufe of 

the words, to fri l l h im. 

" I fcorn to infmuatc, that a witnefs 

°t the Major's defcription meant to keep 
a falvo upon his mind, and purpofely to 

r ufe any term of ambiguity. I upon my 
4 honor believe, that when the Major 

m akes ufe of the words to filence or to 

ftitti he means to terrify h im t i l l he held 

" his 
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his tongue; but I beg leave to obferve, 

that great difference might be made in 

the Major's opinion, between the time 

the act was committed, and the time 

his fentiments arc afked i n Court .—The 

converfation with Colonel Henley, the 

belief of his other friends, and the can­

dor of his own heart now perfuaded 

h i m , that the Colonel's intents were i n ­

nocent. H i s own interference and i n ­

tercefTion mark his doubts, at leaff at 

the time, and did they not, the Court 

w i l l hold themfelves bound to acl: upon 

their own opinion, formed upon com­

bination and cornparifon of circum­

ftances, and not upon the opinion of 

another, which is no evidence. They 

w i l l alfo recollect, that this opinion 

goes only to the firft flab, and is formed 

upon its not being forcible. It does 

not appear that the Major formed any 

opinion, nor indeed could he, upon 

what force would have been the kcond 

« flab 



f t (tab of a man rifmg in a paffion, had 
4 4 it not been prevented by feizing the 

?* bayonet and his interceifion. 

" I t is not ncceflary- to trouble the 
4 C Court with a review of any other parts 

f* of this upright evidence, which is long. 

** The anfwers to the crofs queftions in 
4 t general go to'a ful l confirmation of the 
4 4 narrative, with this one addition and 

" aggravation of Colonel Henley's con-
u duel, that the Major thinks the lan-

" guage of Reeves was addreficd more to 
u himfeif than the Colonel, t i l l after 
4 4 the ftab. 

" Captain W i l d , of the M i l i t i a , is the 
4 4 next witnefs, and confirms the excufe 

* of Reeves, and eyery other circumffance 
4 1 in the beginning of the affair, as ffatcd 
4 4 by the former witneifes, and by Major 

** Sweafey, except the fmall difference that 
4 4 Colonel Henley, not Major Sweafey, 

" firft 



4 4 firft made ufe of the word Rafcal. lit 

" mentions afterwards another new cir-

" cumftance, that the prior witnefs had 
4 4 forgot, viz. 4 4 Reeves turning to Buchanan, 
44 and damning him, faying, why don't you 

"fa,'id up for your King and Country. 
44 Buchanan defired him to be fill. Reeves 
44 replied, God damn them all, Til Jland up 
{{for my King and Country while I have life j 
44 if I had arms and ammunition I would 
4* foon he with General Howe and be re-
44 venged" H e afterwards relates, i n a 
4 4 very circumftantial manner, making the 
4 4 pulh at Reeves -f

 1 4 Reeves ftepped back 
4 4 one foot, but the bayonet pricked h i m / 
4 4 and the lifting up the piece a fecond 
4 4 time, and Buchanan feizing it and turn-
4 4 ing it afide. 

4 4 U p o n the crofs queftioning, the wit-
4 4 nefs gives nearly the fame anfwers as 
4 4 Major Sweafey, upon the matter of opi-
4 4 nion of Colonel Henley's intention, and 

«' of 



of not hearing Colonel Henley order 

a man of the guard to run Reeves 

through, before he difmounted, but-

repeating the firft, the manner i n which 

this Gentleman expreffes himfelf is re­

markable : " / believe you only meant 

to jilence him, as you fpoke mildly, till 

Reeves faid, God damn .'hem all" That 

Captain W i l d thought the Colonel was 

in a pallion afterwards, is clear from 

' his anfwer to the queftion, " whether 

It is a rule in the Continental fervice, to 

Jdence men by the bayonet or fword; when 

he replied, it is not, hut when a mans 

temper is raifed, he is apt to do things he 

'Would ?iot at other limes. 

F C I cannot quit this evidence, without 

clafTing it with Major Sweafey's, and 
w h i l e it does honor to the witnefs, i n 

point of truth and candour, it is to be 

' r e marked, that it is alfo exceedingly cir-

' eurnftantial, new and leading circum-

" ftances 



fiances arc remembered, none forgot, 

except the order to the guard, and the 
: Court wi l l fee by and by, why I fo folicit 
4 their attention to thefe remarks. 

4 4 The witneffes that follow are indeed 
4 of a very different fort; the Court w i l l 
4 recollect tha appearance of the firft, 
4 Corporal Dean, he told his flory very 
4 fluently, with that remarkable new 
4 incident of provocation i n Corporal 
4 Reeves, who, he fwears politively, faid 

' to Colonel Henley ,— c c If I am a rafcal, 
1 you are a damned rafcal; but after all this 
4 iluency and recollection, upon his crofs 
4 queftioning, neither encouragement, nor 
4 admonition, nor patience, nor leading 
4 queftion, could draw an anfwer that 
4 any man could underftand; and parti-
4 cularly the Court w i l l remember his 
{ filence and his countenance, when prelled 
£ to declare his fentiments upon the obli-
£ gation of an oath j I w i l l not be fo u n 

4 4 candkl 



" candid as pofitively to pronounce upon 
s c guilt from appearance, but it is the great 
£ t value of parole evidence, that a Court 

" may fee the manner, and thence form a 
€ c judgment upon the credibility of a wit-

*c nefs.—From what probable caufe did the 
< c corifufion of this man arife ?—It was 
< c not the awe of the Court -} and it is fair 

" t o fuppofe it is a weaknefs of under-

ftanding; confequently he was a fit fub-
u fubjecr. to be tutored, and i f not wilfully 
u perjured, led into a belief of more than 

he actually faw and heard. 

c t H e is followed by a itring of the heft 
C t inftructed young men that ever related 
t c a ifory in p u b l i c — E l i j a h Horton, Silas 
< c Mofs, James Brazer, Wedfworth H o r -
l t ton, and John Beny, mofl of them lads 

' i f fixteen years of age. 

" I need not recall to the Court the pre-

*c cifion of the recital of thefe youths, nor 

V O L . II. M «the 



the manner of their delivery.—It was 

the exact tone and repetition of a fable 

at fchool, and fo well was the leffon got 

by heart, that there was not a fingle 

-difference i n the arrangement, and fcarce 

a fyllable mifplaced. But it is not only 

in the fimilitude of memory thefe youths 

arc extraordinary, they are equally re­

markable i n the precision of their for-

getfulnefs, with a recollection fo acute, 

as to repeat verbatim a long ftory of 

Corporal Reeves, and the marked ex-

preflion of " damned rafcal" to Colonel 

Henley; not one fyllable was heard by 

any Br i t i ih witnefs, nor by thofe atten­

tive, circumftantial, refpectable witneffes 

Major Sweafey and Captain W i l d ; not 

one of the whole five can remember a 

word or circumftance reflecting the 

Colonel's damning Reeves's king and 

country, attempting a fecond pafs, and 

being prevented by Buchanan s feizing 

the firelock to all of which all the 
" o t h e r 
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*' other witneffes have pofitively f w o r n . — 

*' Upon the whole, I contend, that no 
< c contradiction of witneffes could invali-

* date their teffimony more than fuch an 
< c exact conformity in circumftances, fen-

V tences and words, when it was for the 
i K purpofe of five perfons to recollect the 

- fame ftory, and an equal conformity i n 
£ the want of recollection i n circum-

• • ftances, that muft indifpenfibly have 

- been as man if eft to their obfervation, as 

*' to that of any other witnefs. 

" I owe an apology to the Court for 
c having dwelt upon the invalidation of 

- thefe witneffes longer than was necef-

' fary ; far the weaknefs of their inftruc-

tor, whoever he has been, has counter-

I. acted his wickednefs, and it would do 
1 1 0 harm to this profecution, to give a 

W l fcope to their teftimony, becaufe 

there is no maxim i n law more clearly 

laid down, and more generally under-

M 2 " flood, 



it flood, than that iC no affront by words or 

*' gcfiures only is a fiifficient provocation, fi 

as to excufe or extenuate fuch aSls of vio-

" lence as manifeftly endanger the life of 
u another. 

" The next matter, to which the wit-

" nelies i n defence have gone, is the ftab-

" hing of Trudgctt on the 8th of January, 

and there likewife their tertimony has 

• u ferved to aggravate, inftead of contra-
M dieting the charge. Serjeant Kettle, in 

" particular, exprefsly fays, he thought the 

" foldiers deferved ftahhing, as they would 

not get out of the way; and in another 

" place, that laughing and fneering as it 

" were -(which he acknowledges was the 

" only provocation) was fufheient to juf-

" tify ftabbing. 

" I mail give the Court no trouble upon 

" the evidence brought to prove the pro' 

" vocation of a refcue; the efcape of 
" Buchanan 



Buchanan was not heard without a 

fmile i n Court, nor can it be ferioufly 

commented on, except i n the anfwer 

of Efell Pierce, a lad of fixteen, to 

the Judge Advocate, who afked h i m 

whether he thought he run the Br i t i ih 

foldier into the body; " 1 believe I did 

(fays he triumphantly) Ipujhed as hard 

us 1 could, and with a good will—he cried 

out God damn you" This is but one of 

feveral inftances that might be felected 

from thefe proceedings, to fhew the de­

gree of rancor to which the minds of 

the American foldiers were excited. 

Children that had fcarcely loft the tafte 

of their mother's milk, acquired a thirft 

for blood——among thofe from whom 

they took the example j the Colonel 

thinks a man deferves death if he looks 

fulky • the Serjeant thinks the fame if 

he fmiles. Good God ! What is the 

value of a Br i t i ih life, at fuch a time,' 

in fuch hands. 

M 3 " In 



4 4 In a former part of thefe proceedings3 

4 4 I expreiled my defire that the Judge-

" Advocate would explain to the Court 
4 4 the effablifhed principles of law, refpect-
4 4 ing abfent perfons being accelfaries to 
4 4 offences which they have in any man-

<4 ner influenced, and ahnofl every fen-

" tence that has fallen from the laff wit-
4 4 nefs upon the affair of Trudgett, is a 
4 4 new call to prefs the confideratipn of 
4 4 thofe principles. I am perfuaded the 
4 4 learned gentleman w i l l not contradict 

* f me, in the few more leading propofi-
4 4 tions I fhall add to thofe I mentioned on 
4 4 a former occafion, F i r f l , 4 4 Any man 

advifitig, influencing, or countenancing ano-

" ther, be it by wards, reward or example, 
44 to do mi/chief, is an acceffary at a dijlance. 
4 4 Secondly, Though mifchief is committed 

" by different means than thofe propofed be-
44 tween infligator and perpetrator; for in* 

"fiance A , perfuades B. to pot foil C. he 
u kills him by any other means j A . is acef 

44 fary* 
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ufety. Thirdly , When the principal goes 

*• beyond the term of felicitation, if in the 

" event the mifchief committed was a proba-
{t ble confequence of what was ordered or ad-
u vifed, the perfon giving fuch orders or ad-
f( vice will be acceffary. 

4 4 Apply the above maxims:—Colonel 
< c Henley directs his men only to knock 
C t down any*Britifh fcjdier, who they think 
H looks fulky at them (you have feen that 
u he often thought a much greater punifh-
< c ment was due for fuch a crime as a fulky 
C l look) but we w i l l fuppofe, he only or-
l t ders them to knock a man down, or to 

" prick him or fill him, and a foldier fires' 
t £ down a common road, flicks his bayonet 
? f into one, and llrikes at the brains of 
f t another with the butt of his, firelock, 
< 4 Colonel Henley is a party to the m i l -
t c chief, whatever it may be, and upon a 

8 continuation of the principle laid down 

*' before,—" The advice, orders or influence, 

M 4 4 4 are 



<c are flagitious on the part of A—the events 

"falling out beyond his original intention, 

are in the ordinary courfe of things the pro* 

*' bable confequence of what B. does under the 
<l influence, and at the inftigation of A.—and 

" therefore, in the juflice of the law, he is 

" anfwer able for them. 

" So much, Sir, for the enormities com-

" mitted under the orders, influence, en-

" couragement and example of Colonel 

?' Henley, when he was not prefent; as 

" for the reft, it is needlefs for me to fol-

" low the witnelfes brought by the Colonel 
C l through all the parts, wherein they fe-

t* verally and difcincf ly confirm the former 

" evidence, upon the charges reflecting 
< £ the attempt upon W i l f o n i n the Colo-

" nel's fight, and of the ftabbing Hadley 

" with his own hands.—I fhall only re-

" mark one very f inking circumffance, a 

*c little previous to the latter fact, which 

" came out upon the fecond examination 

«« of 
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of that very honorable and fenlible gen­

tleman, Major Sweafey. After B u ­

chanan had run away, Colonel Henley 

(having firfl ordered fome men to load, 

and put himfelf at the head of the whole 

detachment) aiked Major Sweafey what 

method he thought they .fhould take to 

recover Buchanan: the Major faid c c the 

bejl way would be to acquaint the Britijh 

Commanding Officer on the Hill, and he 

fnade no doubt but he would give him up im­

mediately." The Major went with a 

meffage from Colonel Henley to Major 

Fofler, the Britifh officer then com­

manding, who ordered the man to be 

fought for and confined. 1 flate this 

circumftance to fhew, not only what 

Was the proper and ready method of 

avoiding differences and i l l blood i n 

fact, but alfo to fhew that this method 
w a s proper i n the judgment of your 

own temperate officers. The Major 

prceeds to fay, that Colonel Henley ap-

" peared 
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" peared perfectly fatisfied with the an-' 

" fwer he brought from Major Fofter, but 

" it is well worthy remark, that the vio-

" lent act of ffabbing Hadley, was com-

" mitted i n the interim of Major Sweafey's 

*£ leaving Colonel Henley and his return. 

t e The whole ftxefs of the evidence upon 
e t the defence I have not remarked upon, 

" goes to one fmgle point, viz. to prove 

*c provocation. I have admitted that a 

" centry was knocked down, as I readily 

" admit every (lighter provocation alledg-

" ed, and fhall not give a moment's trou-

" ble to the Court, i n addition to what I 

" argued and quoted i n a former part of 

" the proceedings upon this fubject, from 

" undeniable authority of l a w — - I aflume 

*' it to be undeniable, becaufe I under-

" flandj gentlemen, that the criminal and 

** common law of England, as well as great 

" part of the Statute L a w , are, notwitfw 

** ftanding your prefent reparation, i 1 1 

" force, 



\ force and practice i n your Government, 

** and that your articles of war .are almoin 
t f tranfcripts from ours. 

" The maxims then, to which I have 
t { alluded w i l l hold equally good i n martial 
f c and other judicatures. 

< c I have only, Sir, to revert to the lead-
f ? ing propofition, and affirm that the 
< f charges arc proved i n the fulled man-

" ner, even by the prifoner s witneffes. 
t c It is not for me to fuggeft an opinion 
< { upon the nature o f punifhment. I 
4 * fcorn the idea of feeling joy from the 
< f moi l rigorous fentence; and the moff 

*' perfect acquittal would not harm me 
1 1 further, than that fuch an example 

*' might continue the infecurity of the 

" troops. Inflexible and impartial juflice, 

*4 and rigid difcipline, are the vital p r i n -
i l ciples upon which a Republic rifes to 

*' maturity, and eftablifhes itfelf i n refpect 

«* and 



" and fame Should the Court, upon 

" due reflection, find thefe principles re-

" concileable with lenity i n the prefenf 

*' cafe, and the great tribunal of the world 

" be of a contrary judgment, this caufe 

*i cannot be laid to have mifcarried. 

t c As to the difpleafure which this pro­

's fecution may bring upon me, I fear, in 

" the prcfent temper of this part of the 

" c o u n t r y , it is not to be avoided. I 
< c ftand i n this circle, at beft an unpopular, 

" with the fanguine enemies of Britain, 

'? perhaps an obnoxious character. T h i s 
< c fituation, though difagreeable, does not 

*.* make me miferable. I wrap myfelf in* 

" the integrity of my intentions, and can 

*' look round me with a fmile. Implaca-
i l ble hatred is a fcarce weed i n every foil, 
1 1 and foon is overcome and loft, under 

" the fairer and more abundant growth of 
1 1 cultivated humanity.—To the multitude 
< c who only regard me with the tranfient 

«« anger 



anger that political opinions and the oc­

currences of the time occafion, I retain 

not a thought of refentment, becaufe I 

know the difpofition and hour w i l l 

come, when jleadinefs of principle, that 

favorite characteriftic in America, w i l l 

recommend me amongff my worfl ene­

mies : As Christians I trufl they w i l l 

forgive me; in fpite of prejudice I know 

they wi l l refpect me, 

4 t But from the prefent refentful fenti-

ments of this audience, fhould I carry 

my apprehenfion further, and fuppofe 

it poffible that mifapprehenfion or mif-

reprefentation of my conduct, fhould 

operate upon the fupreme rulers of this 

country to treat me with feverity, I hope 

I mould ftill find myfelf prepared.—Let 

fufpenfion be added to fufpenfion, and 

health and fortune, and fame, and life, 

become fucceffive forfeits i n this lingering 

war—I fhall lay at laft down my devoted 

" head 
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" head with this confolitary reflection, 
4 4 that I have done what I ought that 1 

** have performed to the befl of my power 
< c my duty to my country, to the Bri t i ih 

" troops under my charge, and to my-

" felf and above al l , it wi l l be confola-
4 4 tion to reflect, that however mifmtcr-

?! preted or abufed, I have acred i n all 
4 4 inff anccs, and fpecifically i n this trial , 

" without a fpark of private malice to-
4 4 wards any individual foever. W i t h this 

" declaration I opened, with the fame I 
4 4 conclude, and have only to allure the 
4 4 Court of my acknowledgements for the 
4 4 patience, the attention, and the civility 
4 4 which they have heard me." 

Common juflice—the laws of Nature 

and of arms, were never more forcibly 

depleted, that i n this flight of ingenuity 

and of eloquence, in which nothing ap­

peared more confpicuous than truth, nor 

blazed higher than humanity—determined 

prejudice 



prejudice and enthufiaftic rage alone could 

withftand i t—you might read conviction 

itfelf i n every face, afhamed to be convic­

ted—and fee, what w i l l perhaps never be 

feen again, the blufh of confcioufnefs on 

the cheek of an American——for black as 

their hearts are, their countenance feldom 

hetrays them.—Thefe are my fentiments, 

^brfracf ed from party or intereff, G o d fend 

I may have reafon to change them. 

Yours, &c, 



L E T T E R L I I L 

Camiridgey in Nv-w England* 

March 20, 1778. 

M y D E A R F R I E N D , 

T ) Y this time you are become highly 

* interelled for the iffue of this trial, 

and therefore I fit down to give you the 

Judge Advocate's reply, and the fentence 

of the Court. After the General had 

finiihed his fpeech, M r . Tudor, the Judge 

Advocate, a little vain conceited fellow, 

i n a pert flippant manner, addreffed the 

Court as follows: 

" Mr* 
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u Mr. Prejident, and Gentlemen of the 

" Court. 

W It has at laft become m y d u t y to f u m 

( t up thefe proceedings, w h i c h by accidents 

" and other unavoidable caufes, have been 

" d r a w n o n to this p e r i o d ; they have ex-

, s cited m u c h talk and p u b l i c d i fqui f i t ion , 

" but have acquired greater force f r o m the 

c < abilities o f the profecutor, t h a n f r o m 

" their real merits . 

" Pains have been taken, a n d every a l -

" l u r i n g art has been ufed to perfuade the 

u C o u r t to confider what may be the p o -

4 ' pular o p i n i o n i n other c o u n t r i e s ; b u t , 

" gentlemen, t h o u g h i t was necelfary f o r 

" the public honor, that C o l o n e l H e n l e y 

1 Ihould be removed f r o m his c o m m a n d , 

1. that firft a C o u r t o f E n q u i r y , and t h e n 

4 a C o u r t - m a r t i a l fhould be he ld , y o u w i l l 

" n o w regard the merits as they affect, the 

Officer under t r i a l , and the fervice o f the 

" States alone. T h e C o u r t fits u p o n 

N " t ruth 



" t r u t h and honor, the ftrongefl ties u p o n 

" f o l d i e r s ; y o u w i l l decide u p o n thofe 

" motives, and u p o n juftice, and y o u r p r o -

•1 ceedings w i l l ever remain a tcrtimony 

" againit any men w h o w o u l d dare to ac-

" cufe you o f part ia l i ty . 

M It is n o w my duty to flatc the facts 

II as they rife f r o m the evidence, ft r ipped 

" o f a l l that meretricious c o l o u r i n g w h i c h 

" u n c o m m o n ingenuity and refined elo-

" quence have t h r o w n u p o n i t . It is not 

" m y i n t e n t i o n to catch the c r o w d by 

M w e l l turned per iods ; I a m fenfible o f 

" m y deficiency. 1 am an A m e r i c a n , 

" w a r m l y attached to m y country , k n o w n 

" to be a f r iend to the p r i f o n e r — y e t , not-

" wi thf tanding thofe reafons may w i t h the 

" j e a l o u s fubject. me to cenfure, I f l ia l l 

" endeavour to preferve as i m p a r t i a l a l ine 

" as pofTible 1 a m determined i n this 

" caufe to be o f no party. 

" Ini innat ions 



11 Infmuations o f a general maffacre 

E t have been dreffed out i n a l l the p o m p 

" w h i c h attic language c o u l d give, a n d 

" wanted o n l y t r u t h to have made i t felt 

'* as far as the publ ic were concerned. I t 

" i s unneceflary to fay more u p o n that 

" fubjecr.; I have endeavoured to reduce 

" the other charges i n t o method, and 

" propofe to feparate t h e m i n t o five fa£ts, 

4 ' i n a l l o f w h i c h C o l o n e l H e n l e y is c o n -

" fidered as a p r i n c i p a l or a n acceffary. 

'* T h e f i r f l is as a p r i n c i p a l , w i t h re-

e < fpecf to f labbing, w o u n d i n g , or p r i c k -

4 4 i n g (for i t has been called by each o f 

*4 thefe terms) C o r p o r a l Reeves, o f the 

" n i n t h regiment. 

t £ T h e next is to prove a P r o v i n c i a l 

u Serjeant h a v i n g flabbed T h o m a s T r u d -

t c gett, of the t w e n t y - f o u r t h r e g i m e n t ; 

" C o l o n e l H e n l e y i n this appears o n l y a n 

" acceffary. 

N 2 " T h e 



" T h e t h i r d is the ftabbing of W i l f o n , 

* i n w h i c h l ikewife he is confidered as an 

4 accefTary. 

T h e f o u r t h fact alludes to the ftab-

* b i n g C o r p o r a l H a d l e y , i n w h i c h C o l o n e l 

4 H e n l e y is a p r i n c i p a l . 

" T h e laft contains a general pr inc ip le , 

not only o f a l l the A m e r i c a n officers 

* being b loodi ly i n c l i n e d towards the B r i -

* t i f h troops, b u t that C o l o n e l H e n l e y 

1 foffered and encouraged principles o f 

this bloody nature. 

** T h e evidence, gentlemen, muff be 

read, and I m a l l firft read that o f the 

profecut ion; and then that i n fupport 

o f the defence, fact, by fact. 

" T h e firft fact is w i t h refpect to C o l o ­

n e l Henley 's ftabbing Reeves {here he 

read the evidence on both fides.)—1—I* 

M may 



* may be neceiTary to m e n t i o n a few c i r -

f cumftances. 

t c It appears f r o m the evidence of M a j o r 

c Sweafey, that C o l o n e l H e n l e y went t o 

' the barracks w i t h the temper o f a m a n 

c § ° h i g to gratify benevolent feelings. 

'* T h e prifoners were ordered out and 

4 paraded, and the C o l o n e l addreffed t h e m 

* m i l d l y . 

" T h e C o u r t fits to judge o f the credi­

b i l i ty o f the witneffes; there may be 

6 characters o f fo fufpicious a nature that 

• t h o u g h they cannot be abfolutely ac-

' cufed o f perjury, yet circumftances ap~ 

* pear ftrong againft them. 

T h e C o u r t w i l l be pleafed to recol-

4 left , that B u c h a n a n was afterwards the 

1 means o f getting H a d l e y ftabbed, and 

the C o u r t w i l l give what regard they 

N 3 4- chufe 



" chufe to the credibi l i ty o f his te f f imony: 

" U p o n the whole, i t appears, that Reeves 

" behaved w i t h great infolence. It may 

" be collected, that his looks and manners 

" w e r e more p r o v o k i n g t h a n his words, 

" w h i c h may frequently be the cafe, yet 

" w i t h a l l this provocat ion, there is no 

t c reafon to fuppofe the C o l o n e l even i n -

l i tended more t h a n to fr ighten h i m to 

< c filence j the very act mews i t , the 

" bayonet was placed againfl his brealt, 

" not thruft w i t h violence \ this appears 

** f r o m the tef l imony o f m a n y witneffes, 

" and the arguments to invalidate fome 

£ < o f them are very u n c o m m o n , v i z . that 

" they have exactly agreed. I beg the 

" C o u r t to recollect w i t h what an air o f 

" f incerity, as w e l l as acutenefs, one of 

** the youths, i n "particular, gave his evi-

*' dence: H i s ingenious manner muff have 

" made an impref l ion. 

M T h e 



M T h e General has called u p o n me to 

" explain, whether C o l o n e l Henley 's dif-

" m o u n t i n g and tak ing a firelock was not 

" malice propenfe i n law ? I t h i n k not, for 

the a c l that fol lowed i t feemed not the 

" effect o f any malicious i n t e n t i o n . 

" T h e next fact is the ftabbing T r u d -

" gett." (Here he read the evidence on both 

fides.) 

C t A great deal o f ffrefs has been la id 

*' u p o n the doctrine of accomplice, and 

" the General has argued w i t h a k n o w -

'* ledge and ingenuity that w o u l d do credit 

" to the ableft o f m y profe f i ion; but the 

*' doctrine does not apply, becaufe there 

" is n o p r o o f n o r reafon to fuppofe that 

*c the C o l o n e l had given fuch orders, or 

*' ufed fuch influence as to excite men to 

*' acts o f violence. H i s w r i t t e n orders 

" indeed prove the direct contrary 5 and 

i f a fuperior i n c o m m a n d is refponliblc 

N 4 " for 



" for every act ion committed by his 111-

" feriors, as we l l m i g h t we make the G e -

" neral a party i n the murder o f M i f s 

t c M a c r e a (the catallrophe o f this y o u n g 

" L a d y I mentioned i n a letter to y o u 

d u r i n g the campaign) " becaufe the I n -

" dians w h o committed that murder, were 

" under the General's orders; an act o f 

< £ w h i c h I believe he Hands acquitted i n 

< ( the o p i n i o n o f every perfon." 

I t h i n k y o u w i l l coincide i n o p i n i o n , 

that the Judge Advocate p l a i n l y evinced 

his profefhon, as I t h i n k the compari fon 

c a n i n n o degree h o l d g o o d : one was i n 

t ime o f hoffil ities, where two parties are 

oppof ing each o t h e r ; the other at a t ime 

w h e n a fet o f m e n , unarmed, prifoners, 

are i n a peaceable country , and amenable 

to the laws o f the State for any crime they 

committed, therefore could o n l y be meant 

as an obloquy againft the General . 

« T h e 



*• T h e next fact, w h i c h is that o f f lab-

e < b i n g W i l f o n , y o u w i l l f i n d depends 

" rnuch u p o n the refcue o f B u c h a n a n . 

u T h e C o u r t w i l l judge whether this was 

" a refcue or not 3 i f i t was one, I w i l l 

H m a i n t a i n that C o l o n e l H e n l e y , excluhve 

?• o f his m i l i t a r y c o m m a n d , confidered 

* o n l y as a private magistrate, i n peacc-

" able t imes, was juftified by law a n d 

" cuftom i n p u t t i n g to death any perfon 

*' w h o attempted to force a pri foner out 

" o f cuftody j and this leads to the c o n -

" fideration o f the p r i n c i p a l , and I muft 

*' confefs the m o l t unaccountable tranf-

" act ion, the ftabbing o f H a d l e y . (F,vi-

dence on both Jides read.) 

" It muft be acknowledged, that C o -

C £ lonel H e n l e y acted i n this affair w i t h a 

t c degree o f w a r m t h w h i c h his belt friends 

u cannot defend, and it muft reft w i t h 

" the C o u r t to combine the various c i r -

* a imftances o f his f i tuat ion, and to c o n -

" fider 



4 4 fider the nature a n d extent o f the pro* 

4 4 vocations he received. I f they can fup-

4 4 pofe a m a n capable o f deliberately and 

4 f wantonly r u n n i n g an innocent m a n 

4 4 t h r o u g h the body, they w i l l be bound 

< c by their oaths and their honor to inf l ict 

" a proper p u n i f h m e n t ; o n the other hand, 

4 4 i f they t h i n k fuch repeated provocat ion, 

4 4 fuch infolence and in fu l t , as were offered 

" daily and h o u r l y to the troops under his 

" c o m m a n d , and p a r t i c u l a r l y before his 

4 4 eyes, i n the refcue of B u c h a n a n , they w i l l 

4 4 make due allowances for a h i g h fpirited 

4 4 officer, animated i n his duty and by re-

4 4 fentment for affronts offered to his 

4 4 country . A s for the fuppofit ion that 

4 4 C o l o n e l H e n l e y foffered and encouraged 

4 4 principles o f a bloody nature by his ge-

4 4 neral condu6l, i t needs n o other con-

4 1 fu ta t ion t h a n the w a n t o f any p r o o f o n 

" the other fide, and his general character. 

4 4 M y fr iend is k n o w n to be o f a w a r m 

4 4 t e m p e r ; i t muff be al lowed, w r armth has 

t c carried 



" c a r r i e d h i m too f a r ; b u t a more ge-

u nerous, honorable or humane m a n , does 

u not l ive i n the A m e r i c a n , o r any other 

army. T h e behaviour of the B r i t i i h 

" troops i n general, w h o , notwi thf tanding 

c e their f i tuation treated ours u p o n every 

" o c c a f i o n w i t h pride, contempt and out-

*' rage, is notor ious , and the inftances 

" were m a n y w h i c h called u p o n an officer 

" for inffant and exemplary chaffifement. 

" H o w l i t t l e i t was to be obtained by ap-

" p l i cat ion to the B r i t i i h officers, appears 

" by what paffed w i t h C o l o n e l L i n d , a n d 

K c by other parts o f thefe proceedings." 

Lean: y o u m i g h t be led to imagine that 

the B r i t i i h officers were culpable, I fhal l 

Quote part o f C o l o n e l L i n d ' s evidence, to 

point out w h e r e i n the Judge Advocate had 

mifappl ied the evidence. Af ter p r o v i n g 

the centry fired u p o n a w o m a n , and w i t h 

great dif f iculty got accefs to the A m e r i c a n 

officer that commanded, fays C o l o n e l 

L i n d , 



L i n d , " I r e l a t e d to hint what h a d paffed 

between the w o m a n and the c e n t r y , b e g ­

g i n g he w o u l d order h i m to be confined, 

that the affair m i g h t be enquired i n t o , be 

told me be could not (thefe are the w o r d s 

the Judge Advocate has applied vice verfa) 

a n d that t h e Gentries had particular orders 

to fire u p o n a l l w o m e n , as w e l l as foldiers, 

w h o attempted to pafs them, I then o b -

ferved that i t was a very extraordinary o r ­

der, that I was fure Genera l H e a t h could 

n e v e r in tend that w o m e n f h o u l d be f i r e d 

u p o n , and that i t muff have been a m i f -

t a k e ; he replied, that i t was not his p a r ­

t i c u l a r affair, that the centry had his or^ 

ders, and I m i g h t feek redrefs elfewhere; 

we then parted. T h i s is the w h o l e ev i ­

dence o f C o l o n e l L i n d , therefore I leave 

y o u to judge h o w i t can have the leafl affi­

n i t y to what the Judge Advocate has i n -

fmuated, that n o redrefs was to be had 

f r o m the B r i t i i h officers: but to the c o n -

cluf ion o f his fpeech. 

*« I w i l l 
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" I w i l l trouble the C o u r t n o l o n g e r — -

c < i t may perhaps appear that I have plead-

" ed for C o l o n e l H e n l e y more t h a n I p r o -

*' pofed w h e n I b e g a n : H e is , I confefs, 

4 4 m y f r i e n d ; the m a n I effeem for the 

u goodnefs o f his heart , for his fpir i t as 

4 4 an officer, and the attachment to the 

4 4 caufe o f his c o u n t r y $ and i f I have 

4 1 erred i n m a k i n g myfel f more his c o u n -

4 4 fel t h a n counfel for the profecution, I 

4 4 have done fo, becaufe I thought a caufe 

4 4 fupported o n one fide by fo able an ad-

4 4 vocate as G e n e r a l Burgoyne, required 

" every poffible fair affiftance o n the 

4 4 other." 

T h r o u g h o u t the whole o f the Judge 

Advocate's f u m m i n g u p the evidence, he 

has not taken the leaft notice of the C o ­

lonel's fpeech to Serjeant F l e m i n g , w h i c h , 

m m y o p i n i o n , points out his character 

V e * 7 ftrongly ; n o r has he confuted the 

witneffes produced i n fupport o f the p r o ­

fecution, 



fecution, b u t wifhcs to imprefs the C o u r t 

that C o l o n e l H e n l e y is a good m a n , and 

to take his w o r d for i t , as he is his p a r t i ­

cular fr iend. 

T h i s t r i a l , w h i c h commenced the 20th 

o f January , and b y adjournments, was 

protracted t i l l the 10th o f F e b r u a r y , you 

muft natural ly imagine, raifed our anxiety, 

as n o doubt i t does yours, for the fcntence 

o f the C o u r t , w h e n i t was given to General 

H e a t h — b u t i t was not g iven out ' t i l l the 

27th o f February , thus y o u have i t ver­

b a t i m f r o m our general orders. 

Head Quarters, Bofton, Feb. 27, 1788. 

E X T R A C T F R O M G E N E R A L O R D E R S . 

M C o l o n e l D a v i d H e n l e y , late C o m -

" m a n d i n g Officer o f the poft at C a m - . 

" bridge, tried at the Special General 

" C o u r t M a r t i a l , whereof Brigadier G e -

" n c r a l G l o v e r was Prefident, accufed by 

" L ieutenant 



" L ieutenant Genera l Burgoyne, o f a ge-

4 4 neral tenor o f language and conduct 

4 4 hcinoufly c r i m i n a l as an officer, a n d 

4 4 unbecoming as a m a n , o f the moft 

" indecent, v iolent , v indict ive feverity 

r againfl unarmed m e n , and o f an i n t e n -

4 4 t ional murder . 

4 4 T h e C o u r t , after mature confidera-

4 4 t i o n , are of o p i n i o n , that the charge 

** againfl C o l o n e l H e n l e y is not fupport-

4 4 ed, and that he be difcharged f r o m his 

4 4 arreft. 

4 4 T h e Genera l approves the o p i n i o n o f 

4 4 the C o u r t , thanks t h e m for their u n -

4 4 wearied endeavors to inveftigate the 

! t r u t h , and orders C o l o n e l H e n l e y to 

4 4 reaffume his c o m m a n d at Cambridge 

4 4 immediately. 

4 4 T h e General t h i n k s i t to be his duty , 

u o n this occafion, to obferve, that a l -

" t h o u g h 



«' t h o u g h the conduct o f L ieutenant G e -

** neral Burgoyne (as profecutor againft 

*' C o l o n e l H e n l e y ) i n the courfe o f the 

*' foregoing t r i a l , i n his feveral fpeeches 

" a n d pleas may be warranted by ibmc 

" l ike precedents i n B r i t i i h C o u r t - m a r t i a l s , 

c < yet as i t is altogether novel i n the p r o -

" ceedings o f any general C o u r t - m a r t i a l 

" i n the army o f the U n i t e d States o f 

" A m e r i c a , whofe rules and articles o f 

" w a r direct, that the Judge Advocate 

*' G e n e r a l m a l l profecute, i n the name of 

*? the U n i t e d States, and as different prac-

** tice tends to render C o u r t s - m a r t i a l both 

" tedious and expenfive, he does proteft 

*' againft this inftance being d r a w n into 

" precedent i n future. 

" Signed J . K E I T H , D . A . G. ' } . 

I n confequence o f this acquit ta l , C o l o ­

n e l H e n l e y reaffirmed his c o m m a n d the 

next day, 'but merely for f o r m fake, as the 

next week C o l o n e l Lee took the c o m m a n d , 

w h i c h 
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w h i c h he had w h e n we firft arrived. 

Affairs are m u c h better regulated, every 

t h i n g is n o w i n perfect t r a n q u i l l i t y , and 

a good underftanding has taken place 

hetween our troops and the A m e r i c a n s , — -

C o l o n e l Lee has remedied one great e v i l , 

*n w h i c h I cannot help t h i n k i n g C o l o n e l 

Henley was interefted, w h i c h was c o m ­

pel l ing o u r foldiers to purchafe a l l t h e i r 

Provifions at t w o ftores i n the barracks, 

and not p e r m i t t i n g t h e m to fend to C a m ­

bridge, where they were m u c h cheaper .— 

Paifes have been granted for a Serjeant 

and fo many m e n , to go out and purchafe 

provifions, by w h i c h means the ftores 

c a n n o t impofe o n the troops, and they 

now fell their commodities at the market 

P r i ce . H a v i n g fo l o n g dwelt u p o n p u b l i c 

aft airs, y o u n o doubt w i l l be happy to 

hear fomething relative to m y o w n . 

T h e refolut ion o f Congrefs i n prevent-

l n g o u r embarkat ion was a very fevere 

V o l . I I . O tr ia l 



t r i a l indeed, b u t we are now become more 

reconciled 5 and as H o p e , that great f u p -

port t h r o u g h life, never forfakes u s , we 

are i n expectation that at the end o f the 

enfuing campaign, we may i n a l l proba­

b i l i t y be regularly exchanged \ for m y 

o w n part, I have made u p m y m i n d \ 

and as I f ind Cambridge very expenfivc, 

o n account of the great number o f officers 

w h o refide there, I a m g o i n g to remove 

m y quarters to a f a r m houfe, near the 

t o w n o f M y f l ic , i n order to l ive a l i t t le 

reafonable ; we have had n o pay fince o u r 

a r r i v a l , b u t w h a t has been i n paper 

money, w h i c h lowers very faff, fo that 

y o u are compel led to purchafe fuch 

articles as y o u t h i n k y o u are i n w a n t of, 

otherwife your money w i l l not be a t h i r d 

o f the value i t was at the t ime y o u re­

ceived i t . T h e exchange o f h a r d money 

is n o w at the rate of forty and fifty paper 

dollars for a guinea. W h a t muft you 

t h i n k o f the depreciation i n thefe few 

months , 



months , fmce we were made prifoners, 

when we could w i t h diff iculty get o n l y 

nine. O n account o f unavoidable ex-

pences, and the depreciation o f the paper 

currency, I have d r a w n o n y o u for fifty 

pounds, w h i c h b i l l y o u w i l l pleafe t o 

honor, and place to the account o f 

Y o u r ' s , & c . 

O 2 L E T -



I. E T T E R 1.1 V , 

Mjjtic, in Ne-iu England 
May 10, J7/!s\ 

M Y D E A R F R I E N D , 

IT has ever been a m a x i m i n a l l ages, 

and u n h a p p i l y formed u p o n experi­

ence, that events are feldom anfwerable 

to expectat ions; w h e n we f o r m to o u r -

felves a p r o m i f m g profpecl , h o w m o r t i f y ­

i n g is a d i f a p p o i n t m e n t — f u c h is o u r pre-

feat f i tuat ion ; for after a fecond appl ica­

t i o n o f Genera l Burgoyne to Congrefs, 

to effect, o u r l iber ty , i n w h i c h if ate o f 

fufpence we have been for a length o f 

time, he has at laft received a pofitivc de­

nial 



nial to his repeated fol icitations. T h e y 

have, however, o n the 3d o f laff M a r c h , 

Faffed a refolve, that L ieutenant Genera l 

Burgoyne, o n account of his i l l ftate o f 

health, may have leave to embark for E n g ­

land i and ftiortly after this intelligence, 

he left the army for that purpofe T h i s 

hnal refolutioB o f Congrefs, makes o u r 

prefent f i tuation very t r y i n g ; however, we 

are forced to be contented, for the greater 

power bears the fway a l l the w o r l d over. 

F r o m the converfation of a n u m b e r o f 

gentlemen of the firft name and property , 

who were not quite fo v iolent i n their mea-

hire as a liancok or an Adams; I have been 

t h o r o u g h l y convinced., that none of them 

entertain the moft diftant thought o f w i t h ­

d r a w i n g f r o m our G o v e r n m e n t at the 

commencement o f hoft i l i t ics, but now they 

have j o i n e d i n that hereditary and fettled 

hatred w h i c h the N e w Englanders i n ge­

neral ever entertained again ft the c o n i l i t u -

O 3 t i o n 
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t i o n o f our country , b o t h i n C h u r c h and 

State, ever exc la iming againfl tyranny and 

perfecution, have alfumed a power u n * 

mafked, a n d are crue l infolent and perfe­

c t i n g j exclufive o f their dai ly i m p r i f o n -

i n g and harraf l ing the poor L o y a l i u s , I 

t h i n k the t r i a l o f C o l o n e l H e n l e y fufh> 

c ient ly marks their character. 

T h e S p r i n g is n o w far advanced, and 

the c o u n t r y a r o u n d has a c h a r m i n g ap­

pearance; o u r attention to the m a n y 

novelties that prefent themfelves is taken 

off by the variety of birds, whofe plumage 

is pecul iar ly beaut i ful , the moft remark­

able are the F i r e - b i r d , H a n g i n g - b i r d , 

B l u e - b i r d and H u m m i n g - b i r d , 

T h e F i r e r b i r d is fomewhat larger t h a n 

a fparrow, and its p lumage is o f a fine 

deep ye l low, refembling a flame color, f r o m 

whence i t derives its name. 

T h e 



T h e H a n g i n g - b i r d is o f about the fame 

fizc, o f a b r i l l i a n t orange, w i t h a few black 

feathers i n the w i n g , w h i c h forms a pleaf-

ittg c o n t r a i l : It appears as i f this b i r d was 

feniible what enemies m e n , as w e l l as other 

animals , are to the y o u n g of the feathered 

creation, for they conffruct their ncffs u p ­

o n the extremity o f a large bough, not i n 

the nature o f other birds, but fufpendcd at 

a confulerable dilfance f r o m the b o u g h , 

Resembling a hornet's neft ; o n one fide 

there is a hole where the birds enter. I t 

is fomewhat remarkable that thefe neffs, 

though fufpendcd near t w o feet and a h a l f 

from the branch o f the tree, and that o n l y 

hy five or fix fmal l cords w h i c h thefe birds 

make f r o m the loofe hemp that they pick 

u p , they are never b l o w n d o w n by the 

h i g h winds . I was prefent at the t a k i n g 

o f one o f thefe neffs, and it was w i t h great 

diff iculty i t c o u l d be difengaged f r o m the 

branch, w i t h o u t deffroying the whole neff. 

T h e y o u n g ones are the moft tractable o f 

O 4 the 



the feathered tribe, and i n the hands o f 

thofe w h o w o u l d be l low t ime and pains, 

they m i g h t be inftructed i n a variety oi : 

l i t t le tr icks and fancies. 

A n officer, w h o was i l l and confined to 

his r o o m , being a great bird-fancier , had 

a nef l w i t h thefe y o u n g ones brought h i m , 

w h i c h he amufed h i m f e l f w i t h , and f i n d ­

i n g them tractable, he fed t h e m w i t h flies, 

for w h i c h they w o u l d f o l l o w h i m a l l r o u n d 

the r o o m ; i n a fhort t ime he had t h e m i n 

fuch c o m m a n d , that they w o u l d at his 

defire, retire to their ncff, and come out 

again either fmgly , or a l l three together: 

one he had fuch fway over, that he w o u l d 

take i t i n t o the garden, and let i t fly into 

a tree, and the inf lant he called i t , the 

b i r d flew a n d perched o n his m o u l d e r . 

T h e B l u e - b i r d is o f the fizc, and nearly 

as numerous as the f p a r r o w ; there is no~ 

t i l i n g remarkable about ffiis b i r d but ft' 

plumage-



plumage, w h i c h is o f the m o l t beautiful 

mazarine, and w h e n the rays o f the S u u 

reflect on i t , the color is greatly heightened. 

T h e H u m m i n g - b i r d s are i n great p lenty 

here, but not near l b numerous, as I a m 

informed, they are to the Southward.. 

T h i s b i r d being not only beauti ful , but, 

having many peculiarities, and being the 

leaft o f the feathered creation, not being 

m u c h larger than an h u m b l e bee, y o u ' l l 

pardon m y entering i n t o a f u l l detail 

o f i t . 

T h e plumage o f the cock is beaut i ful i n 

the extreme, v a r y i n g i n t o an i n f i n i t y o f 

c o l o u r ; i n one l i g h t i t is o f a l ively green, 

In another a beautiful b lue, and i n another 

a fine golden c o l o r : i n fhort, i n every-

ray of l ight y o u can p o i l i b l y t u r n i t , y o u 

d i i t i n g u i i h a different t i n t . T h i s l i t t l e 

creature fubfifts u p o n the juice of flowers, 

w h i c h it fucks u p w i t h a l o n g b i l l ; i t is 

really 



really d ivert ing to fee i t p u t t i n g its l i t t le 

b i l l in to every flower i n a c i r c l e ; as foon 

as one is fucked, i t nutters to the n e x t ; 

d u r i n g the f u c k i n g the ju ice out o f the 

flowers it never fettles on t h e m , but f lut­

ters c o n t i n u a l l y l ike bees, and moves its 

w i n g s fo quick they appear hardly vif ible, 

and d u r i n g this fluttering make a h u m ­

m i n g noife. T h i s b i r d is not very l h y , 

b u t i f you attempt to feize i t , flies off 

w i t h the fwiftnefs o f an arrow. Y o u 

w o u l d h a r d l y conceive how predominant 

the paffion o f envy is amongff thefe l i t t le 

creatures j i f feveral o f them met o n the 

fame bed o f flowers, they attack each other 

w i t h fuch an impetuofity , that they feem 

as i f they w o u l d pierce each other w i t h 

their b i l l s . I n their combats they would 1 

often fly i n t o a r o o m i f a w i n d o w is open, 

f ight a l i t t le , and flutter away a g a i n ; they 

n o t o n l y poflefs the paffion o f envy, but 

a n g e r ; for i f they meet w i t h a flower that 

is withered, or that is w i t h e r i n g , a n d c o n ­

tains 
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tains no more juice, thefe l i t t le creatures, 

i n a violent paffion, p l u c k i t oft" and t h r o w 

it o n the ground. I have feen i n large 

gardens, where there has been m a n y beds 

o f flowers, the g r o u n d quite covered w i t h 

the effects of their rage. 

T h e H u m m i n g - b i r d being fo exceeding 

fmal l , a n d very difficult to catch, I was 

greatly at a lofs to procure one to ftuff 

and add to the col lect ion I a m m a k i n g for 

y o u ; fenfible that f i r ing at i t w i t h fhot 

w o u l d fhatter the l i t t le creature to atoms, 

I k n e w n o t what m e t h o d to devife to 

obtain one, therefore confulted the i n h a -

' hitants, w h o i n f o r m e d me, they never 

Caught them unlefs they flew i n t o a r o o m 

when the w i n d o w was o p e n ; for a week 

and upwards I fat i n expectation that 

that w o u l d happen, d u r i n g w h i c h t ime 

I employed m y thoughts as to fome 

other mode, w h e n i t occurred to me, 

i f I loaded a pi f to l w i t h p o w d e r , and 

p u t 



p u t fome fine fand as a charge, I thought 

the great report w o u l d either f i l m them, 

o r the grains o f fand w o u l d beat them 

d o w n : and after m y patience was quite 

exhaufted as to the other mode o f catching 

t h e m , I adopted m y o w n , w h i c h I f o u n d 

fucceeded to m y w i f h ; for feeing one 

a l ight u p o n a flower, I fired at i t , and i t 

fe l l w i t h the flower, but was not k i l l e d , only 

f funned w i t h the r e p o r t j as fhort ly after 

I had taken it u p , i t was near efcaping j 

what makes me imagine i t was o n l y f f u n ­

ned was, that the grains o f fand had not 

h u r t even its feathers; b u t to afcertain 

the matter, I procured feveral o n l y by 

p u t t i n g powder i n the p i f to l , w h i c h f u l l y 

proved i t was the report that had effect, on 

t h e m . 

It is looked u p o n as a great rar i ty i n ­

deed, i f the nef l o f this l i t t le b i r d is found, 

and i t is merely accidental, as they are 

o n l y to be met w i t h i n fwamps, when the 

trees 



trees are very th ick o f foliage. H a v i n g 

Procured the b i r d , I was anxious to o b ­

tain a neft, as I no doubt imagined that 

it was equally as curious as the b i r d itfelf, 

but w e l l k n o w i n g any fearch that I c o u l d 

make w o u l d be i n v a i n , I to ld feveral 

Negroes, w h o where c u t t i n g w o o d i n a 

fwamp, i f they f o u n d a neft and fhewed i t 

me I w o u l d give t h e m a d o l l a r ; accord-* 

mgly , one m o r n i n g a negro came and i n ­

formed me he had f o u n d o n e ; I went w i t h 

h i m i n t o the middle of a large fwamp, a n d 

t o p p i n g juft by where he had been c u t t i n g 

fome w o o d , he fays, " M a i f a , M a f i a , dere 

^ de neft," w h i c h not be ing very eafily dif-

c t "i 'ned, he got a l o n g pole and pointed to 

i t . w h e n even then I c o u l d not fee i t , per­

ceiving n o t h i n g b u t m o f s ; b u t t a k i n g away 

his pole haft i ly , he faid, " M a f i a , keep y o u r 

c y c dere, and y o u w i l l fee de o l d o n e ; " 

and fhort ly after the o l d one came a n d 

fettled o n the neft, between the forks o f a 

h o u g h ; I afcended the tree, a n d was then 
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as m u c h at a lofs to f ind it t i l l the negro 

pointed to i t , and I law the o ld one o n the 

r.eft: u p o n my approach fhe flew off, and 

kept hover ing and h u m m i n g about m y 

head. I n the neft there were two eggs ; 1 

cut off the branch the neft was o n , and 

defcended the tree, b u t c o m i n g d o w n the 

m a i n ftem, 1 had the misfortune to drop 

one o f the eggs out o f the neft, as I was 

obliged to b r i n g the b r a n c h i t was o n i n 

my m o u t h , and a l t h o u g h the negro and 

myfe l f fearchcd for i t near a n h o u r , we 

could not f ind i t ; I cannot but fay I was 

heart i ly vexed, as the eggs are the greateft 

c u r i o f i t y : i t is rather fortunate I have one 

left to fend y o u , otherwife y o u w o u l d 

fcarcely credit i t , w h e n I te l l y o u , that 

a l t h o u g h the b i r d , w h i c h , as I before m e n ­

t ioned, is not m u c h larger t h a n an h u m b l e 

bee, the eggs are nearly as large as a 

wren's. 
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U p o n an examination of the neft, I was 

not furprized at m y difcerning i t w i t h diff i­

cu l ty f r o m the other mofs that grew o n the 

tree, for the outfide has a coat ing o f green 

mofs, fuch as is c o m m o n l y o n o ld pales, en-

clofures, and o ld trees; the neft, as w e l l 

as the b i r d , is the leaft o f a l l o t h e r s ; that 

w h i c h I have taken is r o u n d , and the i n -

fide is o f a b r o w n a n d quite foft d o w n , 

w h i c h feems to have been collected f r o m 

the items o f the fumach, w h i c h are cover­

ed w i t h a foft w o o l o f this color, and the 

plant grows i n great abundance here ; the 

mner diameter o f the neft is hardly a 

geometrical i n c h at the top, and the depth 

Scarcely h a l f an i n c h . I have taken pecu­

liar care o f i t , as w e l l as the neft o f the 

H a n g i n g - b i r d , a n d fhal l fend t h e m by the 

h*rft o p p o r t u n i t y , and a m fure y o u w i l l 

J°in w i t h me i n the adoration of that B e ­

rn g, w h o has endowed thefe creatures w i t h 

hach n a t u r a l inf t incf , to guard againfl: the 

wiles o f m a n and other enemies: but what 
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creature is there either oftenfive, or 

inoffenfive, b u t ibme o f its fpecies lias 

fal len a v i c t i m to the rapacious h a n d o f 

m a m 

A few days fmce, w a l k i n g out w i t h fome 

officers, we flopped at a houfe to purchafe 

vegetables, w h i l i t the other officers' were 

bargaining w i t h the w o m a n o f the houfe, 

I obferved an elderly w o m a n f i t t ing by the 

fire, w h o was c o n t i n u a l l y eyeing us, and 

every n o w and then fnedding a tear. Juf t 

as we were q u i t t i n g the houfe fhe got u p , 

a n d b l u f f i n g i n t o tears, faid, c c G e n tie-

m e n , w i l l y o u let a poor diftracted w o m a n 

fpeak a w o r d to y o u before y o u go ?" W e , 

as y o u muff natura l ly imagine, were a l l 

affonifhed, and u p o n e n q u i r i n g what fhe 

wanted, w i t h the m o d poignant gr ie f and 

f o b b i n g as i f her heart was on the po int 

o f breaking , aiked i f any o f us knew her 

fon, w h o was k i l l e d at the battle o f H u -

berton, a C o l o n e l I rancis. Several o f us 

informed 



informed her, that we had feen h i m after 

He was dead. She then enquired about his 

pocket-book, and i f any o f his papers were 

fafe, as fome related to his effates, and i f 

any o f the foldiers had got his w a t c h ; i f 

fhe c o u l d but obta in that i n remembrance 

o f her dear, dear fon, ihe fhould be happy. 

C a p t a i n F e r g u f o n , o f our regiment, w h o 

was o f the party, t o l d her, as to the C o ­

lonel's papers and pocket-book, he was 

fearful they were either loft, or deftroyed; 

hut p u l l i n g a w a t c h f r o m his fob, fa id, 

u T h e r e , good w o m a n , i f that can make 

u y o u happy, take i t , and G o d blefs y o u . " 

W e were a l l m u c h furprized, as u n a c ­

quainted, as he had made a purchafe o f i t 

from a drum-boy . O n feeing i t , i t is i m p o f -

hble to defcribe the joy and grief that was 

depicted i n her countenance; I never i n a l l 

my life, beheld fuch a ffrength o f paffion 5 

*he kiffed i t , looked unutterable gratitude 

at C a p t a i n F e r g u f o n , then kiffed i t a g a i n ; 

her feelings were inexpreflible, fhe knew 
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not h o w tx/exprefs or ihew them \ Hie 

w o u l d repay his kindncfs by kin'dnefs, but 

could o n l y fob her thanks j our feelings 

were lifted up to an incxprerlible he ight ; 

we promifed to fcarch after the papers, 

and I believe, at that moment , could have 

hazarded life itfelf to procure them. 

Y o u UnoW, I ever bad an averfion to tea, 

as being h i g h l y detrimental to the i tomach, 

and always made ufe o f fome fubititute, I 

have now adopted one, w h i c h the i n h a b i ­

tants make ufe of, ever fmce they made 

a virtue contrary to their inc l inat ions , o f 

not d r i n k i n g tea at the time o f the B o i f o n 

Port B i l l , w h i c h is the flowers that grow 

u p o n the faffafras t ree ; as to the efficacy 

of the root o f this tree, i n a l l fcorbutic 

cafes, it is w e l l k n o w n , I therefore conceive 

the flowers muff have more virtue ; the 

flavor that they produce is extremely del i ­

cious, greatly refembling that of a peach : 

the 



the fafTafras trees grow i n abundance, they 

are fcattered o n the borders o f the woods 

and near bufhes and inc lofures ; and are 

generally one of the firft trees that f p r i n g 

up on uncult ivated g r o u n d ; the cows are 

extremely greedy after the fhoots o f the 

tree, and fcarch for them every w h e r e ; i f 

they are i n a n cnclofure the cat t le w i l l 

knock d o w n the fence to get at t h e m ; the 

W o m e n make ufe o f the bark for d y i n g 

Worfted, w h i c h produces a beautiful orange 

that does not fade i n the f u n . 

In the b e g i n n i n g of this letter I m e n ­

tioned that General Burgoyne is failed 

for E n g l a n d . N o doubt, o n his arr iva l , 

his enemies w i l l be attacking h i m i n 

a U quarters, do not y o u be led away 

W i t h the general voice and fo l low a mi l led 

faction, the General , i n every f ituation 

°f danger and difficulty, ever had the c o n ­

fidence o f the army j even i n the late 
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recent affair o f C o l o n e l Henley 's , they 

were perfectly fatisfied w i t h his efforts and 

exertions to procure them redrefs; many 

i l l - m i n d e d and malicious perfons w i l l affert 

that he has fought his o w n eafe and comfort 

and forfaken his diftrefled army : I n that 

refpect I can w i t h the u t m o f l confidence 

affert, that neither officer or foldier ex-

preffed diffatisfaction at his re turn to 

E n g l a n d ; fo far f r o m i t , i t was their w i f h 

he fhould go to E u r o p e to juft i fy his o w n 

and their conduct . H e has fhared at al l 

times the dangers and afflictions i n c o m ­

m o n w i t h every foldier ; they look o n h i m 

as their fr iend, and w o u l d receive h i m i n 

perfon, or any accounts o f h i m w i t h marks 

of affection; and w i f h i n g y o u may be i m -

prelied w i t h thofe ideas, q^d h o l d i t forth 

againfl a l l calumniators , I remain 

Y o u r s , Sec, 
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L E T T E R L V . 

MyJl'tCj in New England, 
May 20th, 1778. 

M Y D E A R F R I E N D , 

* T P H E intentions o f Congrefs are very 

A apparent as to our detention as p r i ­

soners, n o doubt as hoffages, i n cafe o f 

failure to the Southward the enfuing c a m ­

paign, and apprehenfive that fome diver­

sion may be made near B o f t o n , fo that 

° u r foldiers m i g h t either be releafed, or 

efcape to any army that may make a l a n d -

l n g . T h e C o u n c i l o f Bof fon, under pre­

tence that the troops w o u l d fare better, 

removed the firft brigade o f the B r i t i i h , 
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confift ing o f the art i l lery, advanced corps, 

and n i n t h regiment, o n the 1 5 t h o f laft 

m o n t h f r o m Profpect H i l l , to a place 

called R u t l a n d , fifty-five miles further up 

the country, at w h i c h place they are to 

flay t i l l further orders f r o m Congrefs j 

the reft o f the B r i t i i h troops are fhortly to 

f o l l o w ; as to the Germans , the Americans 

look u p o n them fo tame and fubmiifive, 

that they are to remain at their o ld quar­

ters, o n W i n t e r H i l l , 

B y an officer w h o came f r o m R u t l a n d , 

we learn, that the firft brigade arrived 

there the 17th, about two o 'c lock; the 

m e n were fent to barracks that were 

picketed i n w i t h pickets near twenty feet 

h i g h , and had been treated w i t h great 

feverity, very badly fuppl ied w i t h p r o v i -

fions, and denied to go out for any t h i n g 

amongft the inhabitants . T h e officers 

w i t h great difficulty obtained quarters ha 

the n e i g h b o u r i n g houfes, and thofe at a 
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considerable diftance f rom each other. I t 

h 'opened rather fortunately for the troops, 

that a velil-1 under a flag of truce arrived, 

w i t h fome neceffaries juff before they 

marched, otherwife the men w o u l d have 

been i n a wretched It ate. . 

W e do not fo readily procure neceffaries 

from the c o u n t r y people as we were ac­

customed, h a v i n g . o n l y Congrefs money 

to pay them for their commodities, 

for they entertain l i t t le o p i n i o n as to 

hs v a l u e ; and I am induced to t h i n k 

that the earneft c iv i l i ty and de-fire to 

oblige, w h i c h they fifft fhewed us, p r o ­

ceeded f r o m no other motive, t h a n that 

they fhould receive hard money i n pay­

ment for their goods. 

T h e trees are now i n f u l l bloffom, and 

as every houfe has an orchard adjoining, 

the country looks quite. b e a u t i f u l ; u p o n 

enquiry of the inhabitants , I f ind mol t o f 
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the E u r o p e a n fruits have degenerated i n 

N e w E n g l a n d , except the apple, w h i c h it 

is faid, i f i t has not improved, i t has 

m u l t i p l i e d exceedingly. I a m the more 

induced to credit this , as the ufe o f cyder 

is more c o m m o n here, t h a n i n any other 

part o f the w o r l d . M o f i o f o u r roots and 

garden-fluffs have had good fuccefs, but 

the feeds, either for w a n t o f proper care, 

o r the methods o f preferving them, do 

n o t thr ive fo w e l l ; w rheat is apt to be 

bl ighted, barley grows dry, and oats yield 

more ftraw t h a n g r a i n ; but to fupply 

thefe defects, the maize, or Indian corn, 

thrives exceeding w e l l , w h i c h is their grand 

ftaple commodity , that fupplies both 

themfelves and catt le : as to Indian corn, 

i t is now fo generally k n o w n i n E n g l a n d , 

I fhal l not t ire y o u r patience w i t h a long 

defcription o f i f ; but only obferve, that 

were the heat more predominant i n the 

fummer months i n E n g l a n d , I t h i n k it 

m i g h t eafily be raifed j its g r a i n is certainly 

the 



the heartiefV, and raoft ftrengthening food 

for cattle and poul try , and gives the ir 

meat a firmnefs and exquifite flavor. I 

am avcrfe to feeding horfes w i t h i t , for i t 

makes them fo l iable to founder, A few 

days ago I faw an inftance o f its p e r n i c i ­

ous erfecls at an ordinary, where a m a n , 

heing i n l i q u o r , and had rode hard, and 

his horfe exceedingly heated, w o u l d i n f i l l 

o n its being fed the poor creature eat 

h i s meal very hearti ly , and i n a b o u t t w o 

h o u r s after was deprived o f the ufe o f a l l 

h i s l i m b s , and l a y o n the g r o u n d t r e m b l i n g 

a n d l h a k i n g every nerve; the o n l y remedy 

that could be applied, was to take off h i s 

hhoes, and drag h i m i n t o a wet fvvamp, 

a n d it was near four days before the c r e a ­

t u r e could i tand o n its legs, and then i t 

W a l k e d very c r i p p l e d ; it grieved m e m u c h 

a s it was it very fine blood horfe, that t h e 

'owner had lately got f r o m V i r g i n i a , w h i c h 

differ widely f r o m the N e w E n g l a n d 

horfes; for they, o f a l l the various breeds 

o f 



o f that noble a n i m a l , certainly are the 

moff peculiar and diabolical to r i d e ; the 

horfes i n general have a pretty good head 

and neck, and f rom that to their r u m p , 

they f a l l off f u r p r i f m g l y ; they arc a l l , 

w i t h o u t an exception, what is termed 

amongif. jockies, goofe-rumped and cat-

h a m d ; i n a natural pace they w i l l ihufiie 

o n for eight or nine miles an hour ; it is 

not that eafy k i n d o f pacing that is taught 

ladies horfes, but an unaccountable w r i g ­

g l i n g gait, that t i l l y o u are accuifonied to 

•it, y o u are more fatigued i n r i d i n g two 

miles, than a whole day's fox-chace; i n 

f l iort, you cannot pol l ib ly form a j u f l idea 

o f i t , unlefs you were mounted o n a N e w -

E n g l a n d Rof inantc , w h i c h t it le, theyjuf l ly 

merit , for I al lure you, they are very m u c h 

a la Quixote-j and to meet a N e w - E n g -

landcr r i d i n g i n the woods w i t h his b laz­

i n g i r o n (the term they give to a muiket 

o r gun) you m i g h t miffake h i m for the 

k n i g h t o f the W o e f u l Countenance ; their 
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horfes are of a very {lender make, and not 

over fat, w i t h a l o n g twitch ta i l and mane 

d o w n to the horfe's knees j for I m o u l d 

•obferve to y o u , they never cut either, then 

the mai ler , w i t h his l o n g legs, beflrides i t , 

w h i c h are i n ftirrups that the toe can but 

ju f t reach then his u p r i g h t pof i t ion, w i t h 

his l o n g lank vifage, and o n his head an 

o ld grizely caxon and a large napped hat, 

w i t h his faddle-bags behind, and p r o v i i i o n -

hags before, and his b l a z i n g - i r o n o n his 

m o u l d e r ; picture to yourfelf a m a n thus 

mounted, o f fuch an outre appearance, and 

forbear to laugh' i f you can. 

E x c l u f i v c o f Indian corn , the i n h a b i ­

tants p lant great quantities o f fqualhes, 

w h l c l i is a fpecies o f p u m p i o n s or melons -, 

the feed o f -it, when imported f r o m 

E u r o p e , by the firff fet tiers, has- ever 

fince been cultivated w i t h afliduity, and 

found to thrive m u c h better than i n E u ­

rope ; the f ru i t has an agreeable tafte, 

made 



made u r e o f at table as a vegetable, and 

drelfed as turneps. 

T h e fo i l o f N e w - E n g l a n d is various, 

b u t I obferved i t was more prof i l ic t o ­

wards the S o u t h w a r d ; there are excellent 

meadows i n the l o w grounds, and good 

pafture a l m o f l every w h e r e ; their belt 

meadows w i l l y ie ld about a t o n o f hay b y 

the acre ; fome w i l l produce t w o , b u t that 

is what is termed t i m o t h y hay, w h H i is 

rank and four. T h e country , as I before 

obferved, is not favorable to any g r a i n 

except the I n d i a n c o r n ; the cattle i n 

N e w - E n g l a n d are very numerous , and 

fome o f them very large ; hogs are l i k e -

wife i n great abundance, and part icular ly 

excellent, being fattened u p o n the Indian 

c o r n , and fome fo large as to weigh 

twenty-five fcore. 

W e have o f late been greatly amufed i n 

catching o f el l-wives, or ale-wives, a fpe­

cies 



cies o f f ifh, greatly refembllng a h e r r i n g , 

both as to make a n d flavor, b u t fomewhat 

fmaller ; they come up a l l the creeks a n d 

inlets f r o m the fea at this feafon to fpawn, 

f loating i n w i t h the tide i n large fhoals, 

and proceeding as far as they can for frefl i 

w a t e r ; w h e n the tide is going out they 

r e t u r n , at w h i c h t ime they are caught by 

means o f nets fattened r o u n d a hoop, and 

affixed to a l o n g pole j the nets are very 

deep, and at one h a u l y o u may catch t w o 

or three dozen. I t is part o f the traffic 

o f the inhabitants , w h o fait t h e m d o w n , 

and barrel them for the Weft-Indies. 

I need not t e l l y o u of a reftlefs di fpof i-

t i o n we E n g l i f h are of, and that we muft 

he employed o n fomething, fituated as we 

are, w i t h o u t books, newfpapers, or any 

other amufement: fome officers, w h o 

came f r o m the W e f t o f E n g l a n d , have i n -

fthuted the diverfion of f ight ing o f c o c k s ; 

for my o w n part, y o u k n o w , I ever efteem-

i n g 



i t a barbarous cuftom, and a •difgrace 

to our n a t i o n , and cannot but fay I wa3 

a l i tt le pleafed at a repr imand that fome 

officers met w i t h f r o m an o l d w o m a n , 

to w h o m they had applied f c r a couple 

o f fine birds that were i n the yard, fhe 

enquired i f they were to f ight, or to 

k i l l for eating ; i being t o l d the former, fhe 

i n a m o i l violent rage exclaimed, < ( I fwear 

< c n o w y o u fhal l have neither o f them j 1 

*' fwear n o w I never faw any t h i n g lb 

" bloodthirfty as you Br i tonions be \ i f 

t l y o u can't be f ight ing and c u t t i n g other 

• " people's throats, y o u m u l l be lett ing t w o 

" harmlcfs creatures to k i l l one another ; 

" C o along, g o ; I have heard o f y o u r 

l i cruel doings at W a t e r t o w n (the place 

" where the cocks fought) c u t t i n g off the 

" feathers, and the poor creature's comb 

" and gi l ls , and p u t t i n g on i r o n things 

" u p o n their l e g s ; go a long, I fay." I 

could not help l a u g h i n g to fee t h t i n r% 

camp i n hafte, as the o l d twdman had 

worked herfelf into fuch a pafhon, that 

they 



they expected (lie w o u l d have ftruck t h e m 

w i t h her c r u t c h , w h i c h me lifted up to give 

the greater energy to her language. T h i s 

is the o n l y inftance i n m y memory, that 

can reflect, credit o n A m e r i c a n h u m a n i t y . 

N e w - E n g l a n d produces very good t i m -

her, the w roods and fwamps abounding 

w i t h oak, e lm, afh, cyprefs, p ine , chefhut, 

Walnut, cedar, affrin, beach, fir, faffafras, 

and fumach, w i t h a l l other k i n d o f trees 

that grow i n E n g l a n d ; the firs are o f an 

extraordinary g r o w t h , for marls, yards and 

planks j the fumach is m u c h ufed by the 

tanners and dyers, and the cedar produces 

fweet gums, befides being extremely ufe-

f u l i n m a k i n g mingles for coverings to 

their dwel l ings, as being the mo ft durable, 

and leaft injured by the weather; but the 

treafure and glory o f the woods are the 

monarch oak, the fpruce, and fir trees, 

w h i c h are i n fuch abundance, that the 

navy of E n g l a n d m i g h t be fupplied w i t h 

all forts o f naval ftores at a cheaper rate 

t h a n 



t h a n f r o m the B a l t i c ; and i t is o n this 

account that they b u i l d more fhips i n this 

province, t h a n a l l the other parts o f A m e ­

rica 3 and they have the reputation o f be­

i n g ve iy w e l l b u i l t and ftrong; to this 

f frength is chiefly imputed their being 

fuch bad fa i l ing veffels. 

T o Europeans , the noife o f the frogs, 

o f w h i c h there are vaft numbers , and o f 

various fpecies, is at firft very a larming , 

and t i l l accuftomed, you are at a lofs to 

make out f r o m whence fuch a hideous 

noife proceeds, there are t h i r t y different 

voices among t h e m , fome o f w h i c h refera­

ble the be l lowing o f a b u l l . I n order that 

y o u may conceive how numerous they are 

a l l over the continent, as l ike wife h o w 

clamorous, I fhal l relate a circumftance 

w h i c h has been to ld me, and vouched for 

a n abfolute fact by the perfon who re­

lated i t . 

One 



O n e Summer n i g h t , i n the m o n t h o f 

J u l y , 1758, the t o w n o f W i n d h a m , w h i c h 

ffands o n the borders o f W i n n o m a n t i e 

R i v e r , i n Connect icut , was greatly alarms 

cd b y a n u m b e r of thefe reptiles w h i c h were 

m a r c h i n g , or rather h o p p i n g i n a body, 

h o r n an art i f ic ial p o n d , near three miles 

% i a r e , that, by the exceeding heat o f 

tl^e weather was dried up* T h i s p o n d 

was about five miles f r o m W i n d h a m , 

m their W a y to the W i n n o m a n t i e , were 

U n d e r the necefhty o f keeping the road 

that led t h r o u g h the t o w n 5 they entered 

about m i d n i g h t ; the b u l l - f r o g , as being 

the m o l t powerfu l , i n the front , the reft 

f o l l o w i n g ; they were fo exceedingly nu« 

S e r o u s , that they were fome hours paf l ing 

t h r o u g h , and for want o f water u n u f u a l l y 

clamorous. T h e inhabitants were great-

ty terrified, and fled f r o m their beds naked, 

n e a r h a l f a mi le , i m a g i n i n g i t was the 

F r e n c h and I n d i a n s ; the m e n , after a l i t t le 

^ c o l l e c t i o n , f i n d i n g n o enemy i n p u r f u i t , 

V O L . I L Q _ muttered 



muttered courage to r e t u r n w h e n they 

came near the t o w n , they imagined they 

distinctly heard the words Wight, Holder* 

kin, Dier, fete, w h i c h refembles the noife 

they make, and i n their f r ight they 

t h o u g h t the laff w o r d meant treaty, w h e n 

three of t h e m , i n their fhirts, approached 

to treat w i t h the Genera l o f the F r e n c h 

a n d I n d i a n s ; b u t being dark, and no a n ­

fwer given, their terrors were greatly e n -

crcafed, and they were diffracted between 

hope and fear ; at length day appearing, 

they were eafed f r o m a l l their anxiety, by 

difcovering that this terrific enemy was an 

army o f frogs, d y i n g w i t h thirf t , g o i n g to 

the river for a l i t t le water. T h e people 

o f W i n d h a m have ever fince been laughed 

at for their t i m i d i t y by the N c w - E n g -

landers ; but I really believe, i n a f imi lar 

f i tuat ion, thefe Yankees w o u l d n o t have 

felt thcmfelvcs m u c h bolder. 

A t 



A t this feafon o f the year, every n i g h t 

y o u are furrounded w i t h muf ic , not the 

ttioff. h a r m o n i c , f r o m frogs, b u l l - f r o g s , 

hooping-owls , a n d the shipper willy a b i r d 

fo named by its n o c t u r n a l fong, being a c o n ­

stant repetit ion o f whipper will, i t is alfo 

k n o w n by the name of the Pope, by reafon 

o f its m a k i n g a noife refembling that w o r d j 

w h e n i t alights u p o n a tree o r fence. I 

have endeavoured feveral times to fhoot 

one, b u t o w i n g to its being dark, a n d 

their f ly ing fo exceedingly f w i f t , I have 

never been able to k i l l . B y the i n f o r m a ­

t i o n I have gathered f r o m the i n h a ­

bitants, I find i t is about the fize o f a 

cuckow, w i t h a fhort beak, l o n g and n a r ­

row wings , a large head, and m o u t h enor­

m o u s , w h a t is remarkable, i t is n o t a 

h i r d o f p r e y ; under the throat there is 

a k i n d o f i k i n w h i c h i t can expand, a n d 

n U w i t h air at pleafure, a n d that enables 

J t to make the noife w h i c h refembles 

Q ^ 2 the 



the w o r d Pope. F r o m this defcription, I 

conceive i t to be a M u f q u i t o h a w k , 

abundance o f w h i c h are to be feen i n the 

day t i m e ; I accordingly fhot one, and 

f o u n d i t exactly correfpond to the defcrip­

t i o n o f the other, only I c o u l d not per­

ceive that loofe f k i n under its t h r o a t ; I 

rather t h i n k that circumftance is i m a ­

ginary, and am apt to conclude, that the 

M u f q u i t o hawk and whipper-vs i l l are the 

fame b i r d . 

I am forry to i n f o r m y o u that the A m e ­

ricans are too fuccefsful i n ent ic ing our 

foldiers to defert. j a few days fmce the 

whole band o f the' l ixty-fecond regiment, 

excepting the Matter , deierted i n a body, 

and arc n o w p l a y i n g to an A m e r i c a n regi­

ment i n B o l t o n . T h e temptations he Id out 

to our fokliery are very great, and i t m u l f 

be a C o r p o r a l Reeves, and Inch a* pol led 

his principles w h o can w i t h i l a n d t h e m ; 

think 



t h i n k h o w far it muff operate on a foldier s 

m i n d , that by defertion he fhal l be free' 

and protected, al lowed to f o l l o w his trade, 

or i f he enters their army, obta in a c o m -

m i f n o n •, there is n o w a M a j o r B r o w n , w h o 

has fome p o l l i n the fupplies o f provihons, 

he was a private, and deferted f r o m the 

forty-feventh regiment, at the battle o f 

L e x i n g t o n and C o n c o r d . T h e fel low, c o n -

fcious o f his bafenefs, w h e n he meets an 

officer o f that regiment, rides half i l y away, 

out you muft a l low it is rather grat ing t o 

he i n the power and under the c o m m a n d 

o f fuch a v i l l a i n . Y o u w i l l be pleafed w i t h 

a noble and animated faying o f a l i t t le 

drum-boy, not ten years old : this boy's 

father, w h o belonged to o u r regiment, 

fome t ime fmce deferted i n t o B o f l o n , and 

has been as n i g h as he could venture w i t h 

fafety to our barracks, to entice or feize 

his fon } and take h i m w i t h h i m ; b u t find­

i n g it i n v a i n he fent an A m e r i c a n to e n -

Q 3 treat 



treat h i m to go to his father, w h e n the 

l i t t le fe l low replied, " N o ; te l l m y fa-

" ther, i f he is fuch a rafcal as to defert 

" his K i n g and country , his fon w o n ' t ; 

" he has fed at their expence, and w i l l die 

? t i n their fervice." I remain 

T o u r ' s , & c , 



L E T T E R L V I . 

Nyjlic, in New England, 
Sept. 10, 177S. 

M Y D E A R F R I E N D , 

Y O U mutl: not be furprized i f y o u 

hear o f a maifacre; bloody p u r -

pofes are apparent fince m y laff, three 

m e n have been fired at, one o f w h o m was 

wounded, but the moff melancholy cataf-

trophe is the death o f L ieutenant B r o w n , 

° f the twenty-firft regiment, w h o was fhot 

dead i n a chaife, as he was c o n d u c t i n g 

t w o females f r o m the barracks. T h e cen-

t m e l w h o fhot h i m was a l i t t le boy, fcarce 

fourteen, w h o called out to h i m to ftop, 

Q j . b u t 



b u t the horfes being headftrong, he c o u l d 

n o t , and p u t t i n g his head out o f the 

chaife to i n f o r m h i m fo, the l i t t le rafcal i n 

a n inffant levelled his piece and (hot h i m 

t h r o u g h the head. H a d it not been for a 

few o f o u r officers w h o happened to be 

o n the fpot, and the great difcipl ine of o u r 

m e n , the boy w o u l d have fa l len an inftant 

facrif ice; as i t was, notwi thf tanding the 

prefence o f o u r officers, the m e n c o u l d 

icarce be r e t r a i n e d f r o m feiz ing the boy 

f r o m the A m e r i c a n guard. B y this fad 

accident fe l l a brave y o u n g m a n , w h o had 

f ignalized himfel f d u r i n g the campaign, 

and w h o , had he l ived, w o u l d have been 

an ornament to his profe i l ion, 

W h e n the matter was reported to G e ­

neral P h i l l i p s , he inftantly wrote the f o l ­

l o w i n g letter to General H e a t h ; 

" M u r d e r and D e a t h has at length 

*f. taken p l a c e ; as to juf l ice I do not alk 

" i t , 



c t i t , every pr inciple o f i t has l o n g forfaken 

" thefe provinces, I only requerl that a n 

" officer may be permitted to go to the 

* H e a d Quarters o f General W a f h i n g t o n , 

t { to lay the affair before h i m . " 

T o this letter the Genera l received n o 

anfwer, b u t a n order came to the C o m ­

m a n d i n g Officer o f the A m e r i c a n troops, 

""to p u t Genera l P h i l l i p s under an arreff, 

and to confine h i m to his houfe and gar­

d e n ; he was accordingly l a i d under a n 

arreft, and his houfe and garden is f u r -

rounded by centinels. 

A few days after the above melancholy 

event, permiff ion being obtained, the re­

mains o f poor B r o w n were interred i n the 

c h u r c h at C a m b r i d g e ; a l l the officers 

a t Cambridge and the environs at­

tended, a m o i l m o u r n f u l f i g h t ! y o u can 

eafily paint to y o u r i m a g i n a t i o n what o u r 

feelings muft have been at the t ime, for the 

lofs 



lofs o f a y o u n g m a n univerfal ly reflected, 

effeemed, beloved, and the reflection, we 

knew not h o w foon it m i g h t be our o w n 

fate ; for i n the hands o f fuch wretches, 

o u r lives are very precarious, a n d of l i t t le 

value. 

I cannot pafs over the littlenefs o f m i n d , 

and the p i t i f u l refentment o f the A m e r i ­

cans, i n a very t r i f l ing c i : cumifance, d u r ­

i n g the t ime the fervice was p e r f o r m i n g 

over the body, the Amer icans feized the 

o p p o r t u n i t y o f the c h u r c h being open, 

w h i c h had been fhut fmce the c o m ­

mencement o f hoftil ities, to p lunder , r a n -

fack and deface every t h i n g they c o u l d lay 

their hands o n , deffroying the p u l p i t , 

reading-deik a n d communion-table , and 

afcending the organ loft , deffroyed the 

bel lows and broke a l l the pipes o f a very 

handfome i n f l r u m e n t . 

A l t h o u g h 



A l t h o u g h , (as General P h i l i p s obferved 

i n his letter, a n d w h i c h I am induced t o 

believe, is the real f i tuation o f affairs i n 

thefe provinces) every pr inc ip le o f j u f -

tice h a d fled f r o m t h e m , f r i l l the A m e ­

ricans were not fo dar ing as to overlook 

fuch an atrocious crime w i t h o u t fome ap­

peal to juf l ice , were it only to deceive the 

populace w i t h an appearance o f i t , and 

therefore ordered a General C o u r t - m a r t i a l 

o n the boy w h o fhot L i e u t e n a n t B r o w n , 

the j u d g m e n t o f w h i c h was fent by G e ­

neral H e a t h to General P h i l l i p s , that he 

m i g h t give i t i n orders to the B r i t i f h 

troops, w h i c h was as f o l l o w s : " T h e G e -

1 1 neral C o u r t - m a r t i a l that fat u p o n the 

*c t r ia l o f an A m e r i c a n centinel , for fhoot-

t € i n g L ieutenant B r o w n , o f the twenty-

" firfl regiment, acquit the faid centinel , 

C £ h a v i n g done his duty as a good foldier." 

Infults are not o n l y fhewn to the officers 

ftnd foldiers remaining at Cambridge , 

but 



b u t i f poffible, they are treated worfe at 

R u t l a n d . A s M r . B o w e n , the furgeon to 

the n i n t h regiment, L ieutenant T o r i a n o , 

o f the twentieth regiment, and Lieutenant 

H o u g h t o n , o f the f i f ty- th ird regiment, 

were t a k i n g an evening's w a l k , they were 

met by an inhabitant , w h o , f r o m his office 

o f Select Man (thefe are a k i n d o f overfeers 

to their meeting-houfes, w h o regulate the 

affairs o f the par i fh , and report perfons 

f o r non-attendance at w o r f h i p , c o m ­

p e l l i n g thofe w a l k i n g i n the ftreets, or 

travellers, o n a Sunday, to go to fome place 

o f w o r f h i p ; they are very confequential 

perfons, and very officious) derived no 

fmal l a u t h o r i t y , and w h o had o n every 

occafion diftinguifhed h i m f e l f for his i n -

folence and perfecution o f the prifoners of 

war,, as w e l l as the unfortunate friends of 

G o v e r n m e n t , w h o had remained i n that 

part o f the c o u n t r y ; this m a n o f confe­

quence charged thofe gentlemen w i t h hav­

i n g trefpaifed o n his property, and before 

they 



they could e x p l a i n that they had not been 

off what they conlidered as the h i g h road, 

he, i n a mol t menacing manner, accom­

panied w i t h many opprobious epithets, 

i h o o k , a w h i p over their heads. M r . 

Bqwen, w h o happened to be next the m a n 

o n this oqcafion, relented the i n f u l t w i t h 

a b l o w , a conflict enfued, i n w h i c h the 

c o u n t r y m a n was worfted, t h o u g h M r . 

Bowen was feverely bruifed o n the occa­

sion, the countryman prefuming, as w e l l 

f r o m his perfonal n r e i i g t h as his autho-

C^Xfi, lyyvr/ihhoxl 6i -J LOW »«*8t t1 

T h o u g h this i n f u l t had been given thefe 

gentlemen i n the fight of many people o n 

the road, w h o alfo bore teftimony to M r . 

Bowen's alone h a v i n g {truck h i m , thefe 

three gentlemen ( through the influence o f 

this Sektf Man) were fhort ly after their 

re turn to their lodgings, taken by a party 

° f the guards, conveyed to the g u a r d -

houfe, where they palled the n i g h t i n the 

common 



common guard-room. T h e foldiers o f the 

guard o c c u p y i n g the p l a t f o r m , thefe gen­

tlemen were obliged to put u p w i t h t h e 

d i r t y floor, where they fuffered every k i n d 

o f i n d i g n i t y f r o m the guard, w h o , not 

fati shed w i t h m a k i n g ufe o f the moff i n ­

decent language, w o u l d /pit o n t h e m as 

they lay o n the f l o o r ; i n the m o r n i n g 

they were removed to an adjoining barrack 

r o o m , where they were very l i t t le better 

accommodated, and after feven or eight 

days confinement, they were given to u n -

derffand, they were to be delivered u p to 

the civil p o w e r . 

T h e h u m a n i t y o f M a j o r Carter , o f the 

art i l lery, w h o was the ienior officer o f the 

C o n v e n t i o n troops at R u t l a n d (as w e l l as 

conf ider ing i t his duty to interfere) i n ­

duced h i m f r o m the firft: of the confine­

ment o f thefe gentlemen, to intereff h i m -

felf very w a r m l y i n their behalf, he had-

frequently remonffrated w i t h the C o m ­

m a n d i n g 
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m a n d i n g Officer o f the guard, at the 

cruelty and injustice o f their conduct, t o ­

wards them, b u t not being able to obta in 

redrefs, demanded a pafs to fend an officer 

to Cambridge , i n order to reprefent the 

aft air , t h r o u g h General P h i l l i p s , to the 

C o m m a n d i n g Officer at B o f f o n . . M a j o r 

Carter then informed thefe G e n t l e m e n , 

that as he thought i t neceffary for the 

good o f the troops i n general, to make their 

treatment a public concern, i t was his o r ­

ders they f h o u l d wai t the refult o f G e n e r a l 

Phi l l ips ' s interference w i t h the A m e r i c a n 

General , a n d not t o act. for themfelves i n 

the bufinefs o n any account. 

Before the re turn of the officer f r o m 

General P h i l l i p s , thefe gentlemen were 

taken to a juf l ice , w h o refided fome 

Pittance f r o m R u t l a n d , before w h o m they 

V v ere conducted w i t h a l l the ceremony of 

C 1 "uninals go ing to t r i a l . T h e magiflrate, 

who was an apothecary, poueffed a 

few 



few bard words, and a m o l t ftarched. 

puri tanical a i r , and perhaps o n this ac­

count, had been judged under the new 

government the o n l y m a n o f the n e i g h ­

b o u r h o o d capable o f fupport ing the d i g ­

n i t y o f a country j u f l i c e : he was fur-

rounded w i t h a numerous t r a i n of officers 1 

o f the police, fuch as committee and /elect 

m e n , w h o , w i t h a n u m b e r of fpcctators, 

w h o m curiof ity had brought together, to 

be prefent at the trial (as they cxpreffed-

themfelvcs) made a very formidable g r o u p e r 

T h e gentlemen were n o fooner brought 

before this very awful Court of fuflice,, 

t h a n D o c t o r F r i e n c k (for fo the Juftice 

was called) w h o was placed i n the moft 

confpicuous part o f the r o o m i n an a r m 

chair , w i t h infmite fo lemnity , and a l l the 

importance o f office ( w i t h o u t even per-, 

m i t t i n g the leaft arcufation as to any of­

fence committed by them) aiked them. 

" whether they pleaded guilty or act guilty 

" o f the crimes la id to their charge ? 

O n 



O n this occafion, I t h i n k i t w o u l d have 

been difficult for any indifferent perfon to 

have reflrained his r ihble f a c u l t i e s ; nay, 

the gentlemen themfelves have declared i t 

was not w i t h o u t the u t m o f l circumfpec-

t i o n they could compofe their mufcles t o 

this curious demand o f the Juf l ice 3 one o f 

the gentlemen i n f o r m e d this w o r i h i p f u i 

naagirlrate, " T h a t they hav ing fuffered 

u fo m a n y days confinement under the 

* • military guard very unjufly, as they c o n -

c t ceived, and their c o m m a n d i n g officer 

c c hav ing t h o u g h t i t neceffary to make the 

" treatment they had met w i t h a public 

1 concern, they looked u p to their General 

* for redrefs, confequently were not a l -

t c lowed to plead either one way or the 

" o t h e r ! " 

T h e Juf l i ce , enraged at what he con~ 

c e w e d a fl ight to his authori ty , w i t h o u t 

hefitation committed t h e m to prijhtt, w i t h 

the additional charge o f contempt of Court, 

y « - I I R and 



and the next m o r n i n g they were conducted 

by a body o f armed conftables to W o r -

cetter, about ten miles diftance, a n d were 

lodged i n the county j a i l , where, w i t h t w o 

gentlemen, w h o were impri foned as enemies 

to the States, they occupied a very confined 

dungeon, o u t o f w h i c h a w o m a n had, a 

very fhort t ime before, been taken to ex­

ecut ion, for the murder o f her hufband. 

O n their firft entrance i n t o this moff 

g loomy flate o f fecurity, i t may eafily be 

imagined, their feelings received n o fmal l 

fhock, and their fe l low prifoners perceiv­

i n g their diftrefs, one o f t h e m , w h o had 

been bred to the fea, by way o f offering 

fome confolat ion i n his o w n way, obferv­

ed, that he c o u l d only compare their f i tua­

t i o n to that o f fo m a n y young bears, whofe 

misfortunes were a l l to come. T h e ex­

ec (live heat o f the weather, w i t h the con­

finement i n this deteflable hole, w h i c h , 

w h e n their mattraffes were la id o n the 

f loor. 



floor, compleatly filled i t ; and f r o m 

whence, o n no occafion, y the preffing 

calls o f nature, they were al lowed to re­

tire, m u l t , i n a very fhort t ime, have r e n ­

dered their existence burthenfome, i f not 

deprived them o f i t , had they not f o u n d 

nieans o f foftening the heart of a M u l a t t o 

Woman, w h o ferved them w i t h provif ions 

through a hole, and w h o , by the force o f 

tribes and fair promifes, was prevailed 

u p o n to open the door u p o n thofe occa-

fions for f re ih air . 

D u r i n g their confinement, n o attention 

Was w a n t i n g o n the part o f their brother 

°flicers, to alleviate the horrors o f their 

Wretched f i tuat ion, w h o gave them hopes 

° f foon being relieved, t h r o u g h the inter-

pofition o f their Genera l . B u t at the ex-

PU'ation o f three days, they received a mef-

l a g e by an officer f r o m M a j o r Carter, at 

J u t l a n d , exprefl ing his extreme concern 

that he {fiouid i n any meafure be accelfary 

R 2 to 



to their being fent to p r i f o n , at the fame 

t ime l a m e n t i n g that his reprefentation o f 

their very unjuff and cruel ufage had p r o ­

duced no other effect t h a n a letter f r o m 

G e n e r a l P h i l l i p s , part o f w h i c h the M a j o r 

had tranferibed for their pcrufal , w h i c h 

reprobated i n the flrongeff terms, the i m ­

prudence o f thofe gentlemen, i n p a y i n g at­

tent ion to the infolence or abufe o f the 

people o f the country , the Genera l obferv-

i n g , " that they m o u l d lift en to the abufe 

< c o f the A m e r i c a n s , as to the mere each-

** ^nS cf £cefe»" a n d concluded w i t h fay­

i n g , c c Fie fhould not concern himfe'lf w i t h 

** a boxing-match"* H e r e I cannot but 

cenfure the conduct o f G e n e r a l Phil l ips* 

for i f he had his reafons for not m a k i n g 

an applicat ion to General H e a t h , he m o u l d 

not have retorted fo feverely o n the gen­

tlemen, efpecially w h e n it is confidered 

two of them were innocent o f the crime 

alledgedj at the fame t ime, the General 

might have recollected his o w n w a r m t h of 
temper 



temper w a s , at that very moment , the 

occafion o f his confinement to his houfe 

and garden. 

I n confequence of M a j o r Carter's mef-

fage, thefe unfortunate gentlemen (two 

o f w h o m , as I have ju f t obferved, had n o t 

even been g u i l t y o f the crime i m p u t e d to 

them, w h o had always found fome confo-

lat ion i n reflecting, that they were then 

fu l ler ing i n conformity to the will o f their 

C o m m a n d i n g Officer, and as they were 

given to underftand, for the public good, 

and that t h r o u g h the interpof i t ion a n d 

zeal o f their General, they fhould obta in 

juftice, and be fet at l iberty, f o u n d t h e m ­

selves reduced to the neceffity o f f luf f ing 

for themfelves. 

O n c o n f u l t i n g a lawyer (the affiftance 

° f w h o m is feldom w a n t i n g i n any country 

for certain confideratiom) the learned l i m b 

° f the law, after e x a m i n i n g their c o m m i t -
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ment, and fatisfying himfcl f , w i t h refpecr. 

to the flate o f their finances, gave t h e m 

to underffand, that he fhould be able 

to prove a flaw i n i t — f o r it fpecified a 

cr ime againff the States, w h e n i t was 

evident the breach of peace that they 

were charged w i t h , c o u l d o n l y affecJ the 

State o f Maffachufets (the State they were 

then i n ) b u t added, to b r i n g their caufe 

f o r w a r d for the conhderation o f the 

C o u r t d u r i n g the afhzes, that were then 

f i t t ing , the fees w o u l d be conf iderable .— 

H i s terms, t h o u g h exorbitant, were readi­

l y acceded to by thefe gentlemen, and by 

that means they were enabled to relieve 

themfelves f r o m the horrors o f a dungeon, 

o n q u i t t i n g w h i c h , i t was their obferva-

t i o n , that they had l i t t le more reafon to 

extol the humanity o f their own General, than 

they h a d the juf l ice o f the A m e r i c a n s . 

H a v i n g often made feveral remarks, as 

t o the foot ing m i l i t a r y di fc ipl ine is u p o n , 

I t h i n k 



I t h i n k , by the profecution o f thefe gen­

tlemen, y o u w i l l fee u p o n what grounds 

o f juf l ice and equity their c i v i l laws are 

founded, and even fuppofmg they g a i n 

their independency, what anarchy and 

c o n f u h o n muft enfue, for w a n t o f rulers 

w i t h good hearts, to enforce the laws o f 

equity and juftice. T h e miff that is before 

the eyes o f Americans muft fhort ly pafs 

away, w h e n they w i l l clearly fee h o w 

eafily they have given up the fweet c o n ­

tent and happinefs they poffeffed, and the 

innumerable privileges and liberties they 

enjoyed w h e n under o u r G o v e r n m e n t . — 

Deluded people, w h e n i t is too late, y o u 

w i l l fee y o u r e r r o r ! I fpeak not par t ia l ly 

n o r vaguely, b u t a m confident there is 

not one, let h i m be ever fo bigotted to I n ­

dependency, can lay his h a n d u p o n his 

hreafl a n d fay, that he experiences that 

eafe and happinefs he ever was accuftom-

e a to, and w h e n he looks forward, i n a l l 

h u m a n p r o b a b i l i t y , neither he n o r his 
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generation ever w i l l — M a n y , I am certain, 

are now open to convic t ion , and w o u l d 

w i f l i to retract, but hav ing engaged, they 

are a fhamed; and rather t h a n abandon a 

p r i n c i p l e that they hafti ly adopted, prefer 

facr ihe ing their lives and f o r t u n e s : D i f ­

ference o f o p i n i o n ever w i l l prevai l , but i t 

is the very height, nay, the very pr inciple 

o f madnefs, not to be open to c o n v i c t i o n . 

I n hopes that they foon may, and a 

permanent u n i o n formed between the 

M o t h e r - c o u n t r y and her colonies, I re­

in a i n , 

Y o u r s , 5ec. 

L E T -



L E T T E R L V I i * 

Myjlic, in New England, 
Nov. 6tht 1778. 

M Y D E A R F R I E N D , 

T C a n n o t impute any blame to y o u , b u t 

n o letter has reached me for a n age. 

Y o u r f r i e n d i h i p for me is fo lincere, that 

agreeable to m y firft requeft o n c o m m u n i ­

cat ing our l i terary correfpondence, y o u n o 

doubt have anfwered a l l m y letters; a l l 

uvuft be l a i d to m y prefent f i tuat ion, and 

the w a n t o f friends at N e w - Y o r k , to fend 

them to me. M a n y officers have receiv­

ed let ters; and by o u r f r iend, C a p t a i n 

B- > w h G j l a s a ffiort epiftlc f r o m y o u , 

I have 



I have the happinefs to hear y o u enjoy 

a perfect ft ate o f health, and that y o u a l ­

together refide at the o l d fami ly m a n f i o n , 

i n N o r f o l k . I do not c la im y o u r promife 

o f anfwering th is , but wai t t i l l the next, 

as i t is very uncertain where any letter w i l l 

find me, for the Congrefs have paffed a 

refolve, to m a r c h the C o n v e n t i o n army 

f r o m the State o f Maffachufets to C h a r l o t -

tefville, i n the province o f V i r g i n i a , where 

barracks are erected, and where the troops 

can be more readily fuppl ied w i t h p r o -

vif ions. 

W h e n this refolve o f Congrefs was 

made k n o w n , every one was f truck w i t h 

a m a z e m e n t ; but u p o n reflection, i t cer­

ta in ly is obvious, that the views o f C o n ­

grefs, by m a r c h i n g the m e n eight hundred 

miles i n the depth o f w i n t e r , w o u l d be 

the means o f their deferting i n numbers , 

rather t h a n endure fuch fatigue. General 

W a f h i n g t o n has had the h u m a n i t y to or­

der 



der wap"p*ons for the w o m e n and c h i l d r e n : 

what adds to the diftrefies o f the foldiers, 

is their being fo badly cloathed, h a v i n g 

o n l y the jackets that were made f r o m their 

coats i n the winter , w h i l f t i n Canada $ 

and what is ftill more m o r t i f y i n g , a cartel 

fh ip arrived b u t t w o days fince f r o m N e w -

Y o r k , w i t h c loathmg for the army : Jhow-^ 

ever, the men are to be i u p p l i e d w i t h 

fhoes, fhirts , ( lockings and c l o t h leggings, 

and the reft is to go r o u n d to James R i v e r , 

i n V i r g i n i a . Genera l P h i l l i p s w i l l a lk n o 

favor o f Genera l H e a t h , otherwife, I 

t h i n k , l ie c o u l d not be fo divefted o f h u ­

m a n i t y , as not to defer the m a r c h for a 

week, d u r i n g w h i c h t ime the men m i g h t 

be c l o a t h e d ; a l l is n o w h u r r y and c o n -

fuf ion, as the firft d i v i f i o n m a r c h the i o t h 

i n f t a n t ; the army is to f o l l o w i n d i v i -

fions, the fame as they d i d f r o m Saratoga 

to Cambridge . 

W e 



W e are i n great diftrefs for want o f 

money too, to undertake this m a r c h , none 

has arrived f r o m N e w - Y o r k , and to add to 

1 o u r confolation, the C o m m a n d e r i n C h i e f 

has w r i t t e n to General P h i l l i p s , that it is 

his Majefty's pleafure, no more hard money 

f h o u l d be fent to the C o n v e n t i o n a r m y ; 

this is, n o doubt, w i t h a view that fo m u c h 

c o i n as is neceffary for the payment o f 

o u r army fhould not be i n c i r c u l a t i o n 

among, the A m e r i c a n s , and be an induce­

ment to detain us l o n g e r ; the motive cer­

t a i n l y is very good, but what is to become 

o f poor fubalterns, w h o , as i t is, can 

fcarcely fubfift o n their pay ? N o matter 

for that, y o u ' l l fay, " private intereff muff 

" give way for the p u b l i c good." T h e r e ­

fore we muff have recourfe to the o n l y 

method o f r e m o v i n g the ev i l , by d r a w i n g 

b i l l s o n the P a y m a f f e r ; b u t y o u are not 

aware of the fad effects attending i t , i t 

muff inevitably r u i n one h a l f o f the offi­

cers, for i t is w i t h great diff iculty y o u can 

get 



can get a b i l l difcounted, and that o n l y i n 

paper money, w h i c h depreciates fo exceed­

i n g l y faff, that it foon lofes a t h i r d o f its 

v a l u e : o n l y imagine, fince o u r a r r i v a l i t 

is fo depreciated, that wre get fixty and 

feventy dollars for a g u i n e a ; b u t i n dif-

c o u n t i n g a b i l l y o u can w i t h difficulty get 

f o r t y ; what w i t h difcount and deprecia­

t i o n , what a lofs there muft be u p o n every 

b i l l that is d r a w n . It may certainly be 

judic ious i n pol i t ics , to w i t h h o l d the pay 

f r o m the troops, but at the fame t ime i t 

muft be h i g h l y injurious to fortunes o f 

•individuals, for I can affert i t as a fact, 

that for every b i l l o f ten pounds, y o u do 

not i n real l i ty, get more t h a n fix guineas 

and a half, and fo i n p r o p o r t i o n . 

T h e inhabitants o f Maflachufetts w o u l d 

certainly keep up the credit o f the C o n ­

grefs money, and make i t fomcwhat more 

valuable, b u t the people f r o m the S o u t h ­

ward, f r o m the Carol inas and V i r g i n i a , 

w h o 



w h o i n the courfe o f their large dealings, 

are compelled to take the money i n pay­

ment, fenfible o f the uncertainty o f its 

value, w i f n to realize i t i n t o fo l id c o i n ; 

therefore t h i n k l i t t le o f the j o u r n e y , f r o m 

thofe diffant provinces to Bof fon, to ex­

change w i t h o u r a r m y ; they are fenfible 

o f the r i fk they r u n , and are very cautious. 

B u t as the people to the Southward poftefs 

more l iberal fcntiinents, and k n o w the 

principles o f B r i t i f h officers, they, as we 

w a l k by, w i l l enter i n t o converfation, and 

f r a n k l y alk i f y o u w a n t any paper dollars ? 

T h e y are rather cautious as to the G e r m a n s , 

for t w o G e r m a n officers not being able to 

get fo m u c h f r o m a m a n as they wanted , 

they i n f o r m e d againfl h i m , and he was 

fent to p r i f o n i n Boffon. Thefe traders 

o f paper money are very uncerta in , fome-

times there w i l l be a fcarcity o f them for 

fome days, at other times there w i l l be a 

dozen or t w o at a t i m e ; wre then f l ick out 

for our exchange -3 one day guineas rofe 

f r o m 



f r o m twenty-five and twenty-f ix dollars, u p 

to t h i r t y - f i x , and I fhould obferve to y o u , 

that w h e n once they rife, they never f a l l . 

A few days fince there was a meeting o f 

the C o m m a n d i n g Officers o f the feveral 

corps, at Genera l P h i l l i p s ' s , to confuit 

u p o n fome method of p r o c u r i n g money 

for the different reg iments ; various were 

the modes propofed, and the Paymafcer-

Genera l confulted j but they could not agree 

u p o n any, w h e n a C o m m a n d i n g Officer o b ­

ferved to Genera l P h i l l i p s , that i t was i m -

poflible the troops c o u l d m a r c h w i t h o u t 

money, and he was certain the officers o f 

his regiment had not twenty paper dol lars 

a m o n g t h e m . Genera l P h i l l i p s , w i t h a 

Warmth that fpoke his good intent ions , 

replied " G o o d G o d , S ir , what w o u l d y o u 

" have me to do, I cannot make m o n e y ; 

' I w i f l i to G o d y o u could flit me i n t o 

c < paper dollars, I w o u l d chearful ly fub-

- m i t for the good o f the troops ?" A t faff 

i t 



i t was refolved, that the Paymafter-Ge~ 

neral was to ufe his beff endeavours, i n 

w h i c h he fucceeded, and the next day 

procured a confiderable f u m , w h i c h was 

immediately diffributed to the different 

regiments. It is fufncient to enable the 

troops to m a r c h , and the Paymaffer is to 

go to N e w - Y o r k , i n hopes the C o m m a n d e r 

i n C h i e f w i l l iffue fome money u p o n this 

emergency. 

It fe l l to the lo t o f an officer w h o U 

quartered w i t h me, to go exprefs w i t h the 

money to the different regiments at R u t ­

l a n d , and y o u w o u l d have laughed at his 

diflrefs, i n what manner to depoht the 

paper dollars, for he was not w i t h o u t his 

apprehenfions o f being way- la id , and i t 

was then nearly dark. H e h a d fcarcely 

t w o h u n d r e d pounds ftcrling, b u t that 

f u m i n paper dollars, makes a great b u l k ; 

at laft, he thought the fafeff. mode w o u l d 

be, to few i t i n the l i n i n g , accordingly 

ordering 



ordering his fervant, he r ipped open his 

coat, fewed i n the dollars by large parcels 

— a n d thus accoutred he fet off,, and was 

a welcome vi f i tor at R u t l a n d — h a d n o t 

this feafonable rel ief arrived, the confuf ion 

w o u l d have been very great, as many offi­

cers, rather t h a n m a r c h w i t h o u t , had got 

themfelves arretted, and were g o i n g t o 

j a i l . 

W e r e i t not for the diftreffes o f the f o l * 

diers, I cannot, for m y o w n part , b u t fay, 

this m a r c h was rather agreeable, for i t 

enables me to fee the fouthern part o f 

A m e r i c a , w h i c h I muft confers, I have a 

fo'ong i n c l i n a t i o n for , h a v i n g heard very 

gteat accounts o f thofe Provinces , a n d 

h o w m u c h fuperior they are i n every re­

j e c t to t h i s ; and i t is no unpleaf ing 

reflection, after the cruelties and b a r b a r i ­

ties the troops have experienced fmce 

our arr iva l , that we are q u i t t i n g fuch a n 

uihofpitable c o u n t r y ; b u t i n the m o i l 

V O L . I I . S n o u r i f h i n g 



fLourifhing times, I find this province 

was never remarkable for its courtefy to 

furangers. 

B e i n g at prefent m u c h taken up i n pre­

p a r i n g for this l o n g m a r c h , I hope y o u ' l l 

excufe the fhortnefs o f this epiftle, at the 

fame t ime a l l u r i n g y o u , that y o u fhal l hear 

f r o m me by every o p p o r t u n i t y that oc­

curs. 

Y o u r s a & c , 



L E T T E R L V I I L 

Sherwood's Ferry, upon the Banks of tha 
Delaware, Dec. 10, 1778. 

' M V D E A R F R I E N D , 

f \ N m y leaving N e w - E n g l a n d , I j o i n e d 

the regiment, juft as they h a d crofTed 

the C o n n e c t i c u t R i v e r , at E n d f i e l d ; b u t i n 

m y way to this place, I and another of­

ficer, w h o accompanied me, had a very 

n a r r o w efcape o f being fent to p r i f o n , for 

i n t rave l l ing at n i g h t we mif took o u r 

r o a d , and got i n t o the t o w n o f Spr ingf ie ld , 

w h i c h was out o f the route l a i d d o w n f o r 

ns , and is unfortunate ly the great arfenal 

o f a l l m i l i t a r y ftores "for the State o f M a f -

S 2 fachufetts 



fachiifets ; h a p p i l y for us, the l a n d l o r d of 

the houfe we p u t u p at was a fr iend to 

G o v e r n m e n t , w h o concealed us , and we 

were g lad to get away before day-break, not 

but i t c o u l d be clearly proved i t was mere­

l y a c c i d e n t a l : B u t thefe Amer icans w i l l 

n o t hearken to reafon, and n o doubt they 

w o u l d have f o u n d people ready enough to 

fwear, that we went there either as fpics, 

o r to deffroy their ftores. 

A t a f m a l l t o w n we paffed t h r o u g h i n 

C o n n e c t i c u t called Sharon, there is an ex­

ceeding curious m i l l , invented by one Joel 

H a r v e y , and for w h i c h he received a pre-

fent o f twenty pounds f r o m the Society of 

A r t s a n d Sciences, B y the t u r n i n g o f one 

wheel the whole is fet i n m o t i o n ; there 

are t w o apartments where the wheat is 

g r o u n d ; t w o others where i t is bolted, i n 

a fifth threfhed, and i n a h x t h w i n n o w e d j 

i n another apartment, h e m p and flax are 

beaten -> and i n an adjoining apartment it 

is 



is drefTed y what adds greatly to the i n ­

genuity o f this c o n f t m e t i o n is, that either 

branch may be difcontinued w i t h o u t i m ­

peding the reft. 

M o f t o f the places y o u pafs t h r o u g h i n 

Connect icut are called townfhips (as the 

t o w n f l i i p o f E n d f i e l d , Suffield, & c . ) w h i c h 

are not regular towns as i n E n g l a n d , but 

a n u m b e r o f houfes difperfed over a large 

tract o f g r o u n d , b e l o n g i n g to one corpo-

t i o n , that fends members to the Genera l 

A l fembly o f the States. A b o u t the centre 

o f thefe townfhips ftands the meet ing-

houfe, or c h u r c h , w i t h a few f u r r o u n d -

i n g houfes 5 fometimes the c h u r c h ftands 

fingly. It is n o l i t t le m o r t i h c a t i o n , w h e n 

fatigued, after a l o n g day's j o u r n e y , o n 

enquir ing h o w far i t is to fuch a t o w n , to 

be informed y o u are there at prefent; b u t 

o r * e n q u i r i n g for the c h u r c h , or any par­

t icular tavern, you are in formed i t is feven 

o r eight miles further. 

S 3 I could 



I could n o t help r e m a r k i n g , that the 

houfes are a l l after the fame p l a n , a n d 

v/hat was rather l i n g u l a r , moff o f t h e m 

were o n l y one h a l f finifhed, the other h a l f 

h a v i n g o n l y the r o u g h timbers that f n p -

p o r t the b u i l d i n g ; u p o n enquiry I f o u n d , 

that w h e n a m a n builds a houfe, he leaves 

i t i n this ffate t i l l his fon marries, w h e n 

he fits i t u p for his fami ly , and the father 

a n d fon l ive under one roof, as t h o u g h 

they were t w o diff inc~t houfes; b u t as the 

houfes are entirely compleat o n the o u t -

fide, and the w i n d o w s a l l glazed, they 

have the appearance o f being finifhed, but 

o n entering a houfe, y o u cannot at f i r f l 

help l a m e n t i n g that the owner was unable 

t o complete i t . 

J u f f before we croffed the N o r t h R i v e r , 

we came to the t o w n o f F i f h K i l l , w h i c h 

has not more t h a n fifty houfes, i n the 

fpace o f near three miles , b u t this plaee 

has been the p r i n c i p a l depot of W a f h i n g -

ton's 



ton's army, where there are magazines, 

hofpitals, workfhops, & c . w h i c h f o r m a 

t o w n of themfclves ; they are erect.ed near 

a wood, at the foot o f a m o u n t a i n , where 

there are a great n u m b e r o f huts, w h i c h 

have been the winter quarters o f the A m e ­

r ican army, a n d to w h i c h they are fhort ly 

expected to re turn for the enfuing w i n t e r ; 

they are a miferable flicker f r o m the fevere 

weather i n this country , and I fhould 

imagine, muft render their troops very 

ftckly, for thefe huts coniift o n l y o f 

l i t t le wal ls made w i t h uneven ftones, and 

the intervals fil led up w i t h m u d and ft raw, 

a few planks f o r m i n g the r o o f ; there is a 

chimney at one end, at the fide of w h i c h 

is the door. N e a r the magazines are fome 

wel l-conftructed barracks, w i t h a p r i f o n , 

Surrounded w i t h lofty pallifadocs. I n this 

p r i f o n were a n u m b e r o f unfortunate 

friends to G o v e r n m e n t , w h o wrere feized 

u i their p lantat ions, for refufing to take 

the oath of allegiance to the U n i t e d States, 

S 4 and 



and who were confined t i l l a floop was 

ready to take t h e m to N e w - Y o r k ; for the 

Americans are fo oppreifive, they w i l l not 

let any one remain neuter and they 

compel every inhabi tant , either to take 

the oath, o r q u i t the co untry . W h e n we 

croffed the r iver, there were t w o large 

(loops g o i n g to N e w - Y o r k , crouded w i t h 

people o f this description, m a n y o f w h o m , 

the boatmen i n f o r m e d us , had left beauti­

f u l houfes, w i t h extenfive, and w e l l c u l t i ­

vated plantat ions. 

Genera l W a f h i n g t o n was not w i t h o u t 

his apprehenfions, that Sir H e n r y C l i n t o n 

w o u l d make fome efforts to retake us, 

either by an expedition up the N o r t h R i v e r , 

or i n our m a r c h t h r o u g h the Jerfeys, and 

therefore took every precaution to fruflrate 

any p l a n that m i g h t be concerted, for 

u p o n the a r r i v a l o f o u r army at F i f l r 

K i l l , General W a f h i n g t o n moved his 

a r m y into the middle o f the Jerfeys, and 

detached 



detached a conhderable body o f troops to 

efcort us, fo very apprehenfive was he o f 

a refcue, that to each brigade o f ours they 

had a brigade o f armed m e n , w h o marched 

the m e n i n clofe c o l u m n s . A s to the 

officers they pa id l i t t le attention, as we 

had figned a very ftrict parole, previous to 

our leaving N e w - E n g l a n d . . N o w we have 

paffed the Delaware, the Penfylvania M i ­

l i t i a are to guard us, and the brigades that 

efcorted us t h r o u g h N e w - Y o r k and, the 

Jerfeys, return to W a i h i n g t o n ' s army. 

I n a former letter I delivered m y fenti-

ments on our h a v i n g poneffion of -he 

N o r t h R i v e r , and o n croffing it , they were 

fu l ly c o n f i r m e d ; for the Americans j u d g i n g 

i t was the p l a n o f the campaign, 1777: to 

make ourfelves mailers o f the N o r t h R i v e r , 

and thus to feparate the Eaf tern from the 

W e f t e r n States, after the t a k i n g o f F o r t s 

M o n t g o m e r y and C l i n t o n , and o u r troops 

proceeding fo far as CEfopus, and then re­

t u r n i n g 



t u r n i n g to N e w - Y o r k , they immediately 

began to fort i fy W e f t P o i n t , w h i c h is n o t 

at prefent compleated, but w h e n i t is , w i l l 

be impregnable, and effectually prevent any 

fleets pair ing 3 i t being a p o i n t of l a n d 

that projects, and makes a w i n d i n g i n the 

r iver , and at the fame t ime narrows i t , fo 

as to have the whole c o m m a n d at that 

place. N o doubt the A m e r i c a n s made 

choice o f this poft, as the moft i m p o r t a n t 

t o fort i fy , and F i f h K i l l as a place the 

heft calculated for a depot o f prov ihons 

and other ftores, as being fituated o n the 

h i g h road f r o m Connect icut , and near the 

N o r t h R i v e r . It is by this i m p o r t a n t 

poft o f W e f t P o i n t , that the Amer icans 

are enabled to keep pof ie i i ion o f the N o r t h 

R i v e r , and a c o m m u n i c a t i o n between the 

N o r t h e r n and Southern Provinces ; and I 

do once more affert, not o n l y u p o n m y 

o w n o p i n i o n , b u t o f the A m e r i c a n s t h e m -

felves, that had we kept poffefTion o f the 

N o r t h R i v e r , the war w o u l d have been 

b y 



b y this t ime, nearly terminated i n favor 

o f G r e a t - B r i t a i n . 

A s we palled t h r o u g h the Jerfeys, I was 

m u c h delighted w i t h the falls that are o n 

thePafiac R i v e r , being total ly different f r o m 

thofe o f M o n t m o r e n c y , and others I had 

feen. T h e river is near forty yards wide, 

and runs w i t h a fwift , but fmooth current , 

t i l l c o m i n g to a deep chafm, that crofTes 

the channel , i t falls i n one entire fheet near 

feventy feet perpendicular ; one end o f the 

chafm or cleft o f the rock is clofed u p , a n d 

at the other, the water ruihes out w i t h a n 

incredible rapidi ty , i n a n acute angle, and. 

is received i n t o a large bafon, f r o m whence 

i t winds t h r o u g h feveral rocks, and then 

fpreads i n a confiderable channel . T h e 

fpray formed a beaut i fu l r a i n b o w , w h i c h 

rendered the fcene fuch as left the i m a ­

g inat ion n o t h i n g to add to its grandeur. 

T h i s extraordinary phenomenon, no doubt , 

muff 



muft have been the p r o d u c t i o n o f an 

earthquake. T h e . inhabitants w h o refide 

near i t , have a ftory handed d o w n to them 

o f t w o Indians, w h o v e n t u r i n g too near 

the falls i n a canoe, were carried d o w n the 

precipice and dafhed to pieces. W h a t 

considerably heightened the fcene is , ano­

ther f a l l , about th i r ty or forty yards f r o m 

the great one, where the water m o l t beau­

t i f u l l y glides d o w n fome ledges of the rock, 

that are two or three feet perpendicular, 

I was m u c h ftruck at the grandeur o f 

the N o r t h R i v e r , f r o m the majeftic ap­

pearance o f the h i g h lands that are on one 

fide o f i t , and the beaut i ful meadows i n -

terfperfed w i t h f a r m houfes o n the other. 

W h a t greatly adds to its beauty is the 

w i d t h , being near a mi le and a h a l f acrofs; 

a l t h o u g h pleafed w i t h the river and the 

f u r r o u n d i n g objects, ftill this idea w o u l d 

prefent itfelf, that the water I was then 

fa i l ing 



fa l l ing o n , m i g h t i n a few hours , be at N e w -

Y o r k where every one is cont inual ly w i f h i n g 

to approach. Y o u muff pardon thefe m e l a n ­

choly reflections, they are the effufions o f 

nature, and w i l l bur ft f o r t h — b u t to r e t u r n 

t o m y defcr ipt ion o f the r i v e r : It is n a v i ­

gable f r o m N e w - Y o r k to A l b a n y , for large 

floops, f r o m whence there is a c o m m u n i ­

cat ion by the M o h a w k and other rivers 

(except a few carrying places) i n t o the 

moft inter ior parts o f A m e r i c a , through, 

the country of the Six N a t i o n s , as far as 

L a k e O n t a r i o ; then by a c o n t i n u a t i o n o f 

the H u d f o n , or N o r t h R i v e r , for they are 

the fame, there is c o m m u n i c a t i o n w i t h 

the R i v e r St. L a w r e n c e , t h r o u g h the L a k e s 

George, C h a m p l a i n , and the r iver Sore!* 

T h i s r iver merits the greateft atten-

t l o n , and had not the prefcnt conteft 

arofe, fome fpirited gentlemen had i t i n 

contemplat ion, by means o f locks and 

canals, to have opened a palfage for f ma l l 

floops. N o doubt , a century hence, there 

w i l l 



w i l l be water carriage for fchooners and 

floops f r o m Quebec to N e w - Y o r k , w h i c h 

muff greatly add to the weal th a n d c o m ­

merce o f A m e r i c a . 

T h e fmal l p a r t . o f N e w - Y o r k we paffed 

t h r o u g h , feems to be w e l l c u l t i v a t e d , i t 

affords g r a i n o f a l l f o r t s ; there are a b u n ­

dance o f cattle, hogs and p o u l t r y . A s to 

t ] JerfeyS, they marched us fo m u c h i n 

the Lack fettlements, that I had not an 

o 1 -1 -nity o f feeing thofe parts, w h i c h 

were, before the w a r , deemed the garden 

o f A m e r i c a . 

W e paffed t h r o u g h a l i t t le t o w n called 

H o p e l , before we crolfed the N o r t h R i v e r , 

w h i c h is chiefly inhabited by the D u t c h . 

A t a houfe where we were quartered, the 

people behaved extremely c i v i l and at ten* 

tiye, and u p o n leaving t h e m , w o u l d fcarce 

permit us to pay for what we had : f r o m 

w h i c h circumffance we concluded they 

were 



were friends to G o v e r n m e n t , and fome 

Officers opening their heart, fpoke very 

freely about the Congrefs , W a f h i n g t o n , 

& c . obferving h o w great a fhame i t was, 

that we f h o u l d be put to fuch expence, 

and that Congrefs ought to pay for us, the 

m a n went o u t o f the r o o m i n a moment , 

and j u f l as we were m o u n t i n g o u r horfes, 

brought us a n enormous b i l l , exorbitant 

i n every article, w h i c h he ini i f ted u p o n 

being paid, and u p o n o u r u r g i n g that 

we had paid h i m what he had demanded, 

he replied, " Yes , gentlemen, fo y o u have, 

u but then I t h o u g h t Congrefs were to de-

t c fray a l l y o u r expences; n o w I k n o w y o u 

u are to pay me, I can't take a f a r t h i n g 

< c lefs t h a n this b i l l , " w h i c h we were c o m ­

pelled to discharge; however, i t ferved as 

a leffon i n future, to be cautious before 

w h o m we rai led againf l Congrefs. 

T h e Paymafter, as we expected, j o i n e d 

us i n the Jerfeys, w h i c h has enabled us to 



proceed on o u r m a r c h , and by w h o m w e 

have received accounts, that Sir H e n r y 

C l i n t o n purpofes to make an exchange o f 

prifoners this w i n t e r ; a part ia l exchange, 

as to officers has taken place, and m a n y 

have qui t ted us , this part ia l i ty has g iven 

m u c h offence, as i t is b u t juftice, w h e n a 

n u m b e r are to be exchanged, they fhould 

draw lots. 

H i t h e r t o the weather has been remark­

ably temperate and fine, w h i c h is extreme­

l y fortunate for the m e n , as they have 

moff ly flept i n the w o o d s ; b u t fince we 

came i n t o a more populous country , they 

have flept i n barns. W h e n we left New- . 

E n g l a n d the frofts were very fevere, here 

we have not any, being fo m u c h t o the 

fouthward, and i n a manner , the fhrther 

we proceed we f a l l i n w i t h the clofe o f 

the A u t u m n . 

O n e m o r n i n g , as we renewed o u r m a r c h , 

the weather being remarkably fine, fome 

officers 



officers were e x t o l l i n g the beauty o f the 

m o r n i n g , an o l d w o m a n w h o was i n 

the croud, and overheard h i m , i n the m o f l 

v iolent rage exclaimed, " W e l l , for m y 

< c part , I believe G o d A l m i g h t y has turned 

" Tory, to give thefe Britainers fuch fine 

( t weather for their m a r c h . " 

A t a houfe where I flept i n the Jerfeys, 

the owner, w h o was a f r iend to G o v e r n ­

ment, had left a n exceeding fine p l a n t a ­

t i o n , near T r e n t o n , and retired to this 

place t i l l the t e r m i n a t i o n o f the w a r , made 

heavy complaints o f the troops p l u n d e r ­

i n g b o t h friends and foes. H e obferv­

ed, as to the B r i t i f h foldiers, they o n l y 

pilfered p o u l t r y and pigs, b u t the Heffians 

entered houfes, broke open drawers, t a k i n g 

away plate, cloaths, and other valuables 5 

b u t to p o i n t out to y o u what an idea they 

muff fiave o f p l u n d e r i n g fomething, he 

related that he faw fome G e r m a n s enter a 

houfe w h i c h was abandoned by the owner, 
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i n w h i c h they had left an eight day c lock, 

a n d a few tables and chairs, that' he fhort-

l y after obferved one o f the Germans come 

out o f the houfe w i t h the works o f the 

c lock, p e n d u l u m , and a l l the leaden 

w e i g h t s ; this enormous weight , i n addi­

t i o n to his knapfack and accoutrements, 

the fellow had near twenty miles to carry 

to N e w - Y o r k , w rhere the m o l t he could 

pofTibly get for i t , w o u l d be three or f o u r 

dol lars . A f t e r he had related this ffory, 

he obferved, that the defolation o f the 

Jerfeys, w h i c h inc luded friends, and m o ­

derate perfons, as w e l l as enemies, had 

done great in jury to o u r caufe, as it had 

u n i t e d the latter more firmly, and detach­

ed numbers o f the former—exaggerated 

accounts of a l l the enormities that had 

been c o m m i t t e d were publ i fhed i n a l l their 

p r i n t s , w h i c h determined thofe w h o were 

wavering, and imbittcred the minds o f every 

clafs t h r o u g h o u t the colonies, and he c o n ­

cluded w i t h a figh,.obferving. that the re-

fen tmenta 
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fentment, occafioned by the depredations 

carried o n t h r o u g h the Jerfeys, had left 

few, or fcarce any friends to B r i t a i n i n the 

province. 

T h e inhabitants o f N e w - Y o r k , as w e l l 

as the Jerfeys, are chiefly the pofferity o f 

the f i r f l fettlers i n thofe provinces, w h o 

were D u t c h , and they feem to retain their 

pr inciples , i n d u f l r y , f rugal i ty , and an affi-

duous perfeverance i n the means o f t h r i v ­

i n g . Before the w a r they muff have been 

i n an affluent and happy flate, efpecially 

their farmers, b u t n o w they fow and p l a n t , 

and k n o w not w h o w i l l reap the fruits o f 

their labor, for their g r a i n and other p r o ­

duce are taken for the ufe o f the c o n ­

t inenta l army, and i n l ieu certificates are 

given to be pa id at the T r e a f u r y at P h i l a ­

delphia ; to many of them, efpecially thofe 

they imagine are i n i m i c a l to their caufe, 

they have barely left fiifficient for the fup-

port o f their families and the f lock on the 
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farms for the enfuing W i n t e r . O h de­

luded A m e r i c a n s , y o u muff be indepen­

dent, and thefe are the bleifed fruits o f 

thofe p r i n c i p l e s ! 

I was m u c h delighted at meeting a 

b i r d lately, peculiar to A m e r i c a , termed 

the M o c k i n g - b i r d , w h i c h derives its name 

f r o m i m i t a t i n g the note o f every b i r d 

they hear j its plumage is very f imple and 

not fliewy, i t is a Summer b i r d , very dif­

f icult to b r i n g up , and has a very m e l o d i ­

ous voice, w h i c h , i n m y o p i n i o n , w o u l d 

far exceed the B u l l f i n c h , i f the fame pains 

were taken w i t h i t , f r o m its a m a z i n g 

readinefs i n catching every note it hears. 

T h i s one I faw imitated a cock i n fuch a 

manner , that y o u c o u l d hardly believe 

b u t that there was a cock c r o w i n g i n the 

r o o m . T h e inhabitants fay this b i r d is fo 

very fhy, that i f any perfon difcovers its 

neft, w h i c h is m o d l y bui l t i n bufhes, and 

looks at its eggs, i t w i l l never re turn again 

to 



to the neft. W h e n a neft o f y o u n g ones 

are taken, and p u t in to a cage, they take 

great care to h a n g i t where the mother 

cannot get at i t , for i f fhe can, fhe w i l l 

feed t h e m three or four days, and f i n d i n g 

flie cannot releafe t h e m flies away, after 

w h i c h , the y o u n g ones fhort ly die, as i n ge­

neral they cannot eat what is given t h e m ? 

hut the inhabitants attribute their death to 

the mother , w h o , they fay, the laft t ime fhe 

feeds t h e m , contrives to give t h e m p o i f o n , 

i n order to releafe t h e m f r o m capt iv i ty . - - -

I f that really is the cafe, i t fhews h o w re­

pugnant i t is to the principles o f nature, 

to confine any t h i n g , and that fhe calls 

a loud to partake o f the bieffmgs o f l iber ty , 

hut at prefent i t reminds me o f m y o w n 

fituation, I muft therefore drop the fub-

Y o u r ' s , & c . 
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hancafter, in Penjyhankt> 
Dec. 16th, 1778. 

MY D E A R F R I E N D , 

\\TE hal t a day or t w o at this t o w n , 

™ * a n d I cannot fo w e l l employ m y 

leifure t ime as to give y o u a defcription o f 

o u r m a r c h f r o m the D e l a w a r e : we eroded 

the river i n fcowls, w h i c h are flat b o t t o m 

boats, large enough to contain a waggon 

a n d horfes j they arc a fafe conveyance, 

a n d m o d l y ufed to crofs the rivers i n this 

c o u n t r y , they are rowed w i t h oars u p o n 

large rivers j but over a creek, w h i c h is 

about three miles f r o m this t o w n , 

called 



called Conefloga, they p u l l t h e m acrofs 

by means of ropes fattened to either 

Chore. 

A f t e r y o u get over the Delaware, a 

new c o u n t r y prefents ftfelf, extremely 

w e l l cul t ivated and i n h a b i t e d ; the roads 

are l i n e d w i t h f a r m houfes, fome o f w h i c h 

are near the road, and fome at a l i t t le 

cliffance, a n d the fpace between the road 

and houfes is taken u p w i t h fields a n d 

meadows fome o f them are b u i l t o f ffone, 

two flories h i g h , and covered w i t h cedar 

f h i n H e s , but moff o f them are wooden, 

w i t h the crevices f lopped w i t h c l a y ; the 

ovens are c o m m o n l y b u i l t a l i t t le dif lance 

f r o m the houfe, and under a r o o f to fecure 

t h e m againf l the weather. 

T h e farmers i n Penfylvania , and i n the 

Jerfeys, pay more attention to the c o n ­

d u c t i o n o f their barns t h a n their d w e l -

hng-houfes. T h e b u i l d i n g is nearly as 
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large as a c o m m o n c o u n t r y c h u r c h , the 

r o o f very lofty, and covered w i t h mingles , 

dec l in ing o n b o t h fides, but not very fleep, 

the wal ls are about t h i r t y feet; i n the 

middle is the threfhing-f loor, and above 

i t a loft for the c o r n u n t h r e f h e d ; o n one 

fide is a flable, a n d o n the other a c o w -

houfe, and the fmal l cattle have their par­

t icu lar ftables and ffyes; and at the gable 

end o f this b u i l d i n g there are great gates, 

fo that a horfe and cart can go i f rait 

t h r o u g h : thus is the threfhing-f loor, f la ­

ble, hay- lof t , cowhoufe, coach-houfe, & c , 

a l l under one roof. 

T h e Fenfylvanians are an induffr ious 

and hardy people, they are m o l l o f t h e m 

fubf lant ia l , but cannot be confidered r i c h , 

i t be ing rarely the cafe w i t h landed people. 

H o w e v e r , they are w e l l lodged, fed, and 

clad, and the latter at an eafy rate, as the 

infer ior people manufac lure m o f l o f their 

o w n apparel , b o t h l innens and woollens, 

a n d 



a n d are more induttr ious o f themfelves, 

h a v i n g but few blacks a m o n g t h e m . 

T h e y have a cur ious method to prevent 

the ir geefe f r o m creeping t h r o u g h b r o k e n 

inclofures, b y means o f four l i t t le fficks, 

about a foot i n length , w h i c h are fattened 

crofsways about their necks. Y o u cannot 

imagine h o w extremely a u k w a r d they a p ­

pear, t h o u g h i t is d iver t ing enough to fee 

t h e m w a l k w i t h this o r n a m e n t ; their mode 

p r e v e n t i n g horfes f r o m leaping over their 

inclofures is equal ly as curious, they fatten 

r o u n d the horfe's neck a piece of w o o d , at 

the lower end o f w h i c h is a h o o k , w h i c h , 

catching i n the r a i l i n g , i f ops the horfe ju f t 

as he is r i f i n g to leap over , fome indeed, 

fatten the fore and h i n d foot together, 

w h i c h makes t h e m w a l k How ; b o t h thefe 

methods are extremely dangerous to the 

horfes. 

I n 



I n N e w E n g l a n d they have a very few 

hives o f bees, b u t i n this province, a l m o f l 

every f a r m houfe has feven o r e i g h t ; i t is 

fomewhat remarkable thev f h o u l d be more 

predominant here, as a l l the bees u p o n the 

C o n t i n e n t were o r i g i n a l l y b r o u g h t f r o m 

E n g l a n d to Bof fon, about one hundred 

years a g o ; the bee is not natural to A m e ­

r i c a , for the firft planters never obferved 

a fmgle one i n t i le immenfe tract o f 

woods they cleared, and w h a t I t h i n k 

Hands f o r t h a moff indubitable p r o o f 

that i t is n o t the Indians, as they have 

a w o r d i n their language for a l l animals , 

natives o f the country , have n o w o r d 

f o r a bee, and therefore they c a l l t h e m 

b y the name o f the Engtijhman1* Fly* 

O n the h i g h road f r o m P h i l a d e l p h i a to 

th is t o w n are mileftones, w h i c h are the 

firft I obferved put u p i n this c o u n t r y , 

as to the other parts , the inhabitants o n l y 

compute the diflance at guefs. It was no 

l i t t le mort i f i cat ion that wc were debarred 

feeing 



feeing one o f the firfl cities o f A m e r i c a 

(Phi lade lphia) we paffed w i t h i n twelve 

miles o f i t , and feveral o f us made a p p l i ­

cat ion to the C o m m a n d i n g Officer w h o 

efcorted us, to grant permiff ion for us t o 

g o i n t o the c i ty , affuring h i m we w o u l d 

u p o n o u r h o n o u r j o i n the troops at n i g h t . 

H e was a good-natured m a n , and nearly 

c o m p l y i n g w i t h o u r requeff, hut o n a f u d -

den faid, he really could not , as Congrefs 

w o u l d be m i g h t i l y difpleafed at i t ; h o w ­

ever, we confble ourfelves, that o n o u r ex­

change, we may have an o p p o r t u n i t y o f 

feeing i t . 

I n the greatefl part o f o u r m a r c h the 

inhabitants were m a k i n g o f cyder, for i n 

a lmoif every f a r m there is a prefs, t h o u g h 

rnade i n a different manner j fome make 

ufe of a wheel made of t h i c k oak p l a n k , 

w h i c h turns u p o n a wooden axis, by means 

•of a horfe d r a w i n g i t , and fome have flone 

wheels, b u t they are m o (fly o f the former. 

I n 



I n travel l ing t h r o u g h Penfylvania, y o u 

meet w i t h people of a l m o f l every different 

perfuafion o f r e l i g i o n that ex i f l s ; i n Ihort , 

the diverfity o f rel igions, nat ions, and l a n ­

guages here is a f foni lh ing , at the fame 

t i m e , the h a r m o n y they l ive i n n o lefs 

edi fy ing , n o t w i t h f f a n d i n g every one, w h o 

wifhes w e l l to re l ig ion, is h u r t to fee the 

diverfity that prevails, and w o u l d , by the 

moft foothing means, endeavour to pre­

vent i t ; yet, w h e n the misfortune once 

takes place, and there is n o longer a n 

u n i o n o f fentiments, i t is neverthelefs g l o ­

rious to preferve an u n i o n o f affections, 

a n d certainly i t muff be h i g h l y pleating 

t o fee m e n l ive, t h o u g h o f fo m a n y 

different perfuafions, yet, to the fame 

C h r i f f i a n pr inciples , and t h o u g h not o f 

the fame r e l i g i o n , f t i l l to the great end 

o f a l l , the profperity and welfare o f m a n ­

k i n d . A m o n g the numerous feels o f r e l i ­

g i o n w i t h w h i c h this province abounds, 

for there are C h u r c h m e n , Quakers , C a l v i -

nifts, 



nifts, L u t h e r a n s , Cathol ics , Methodi f ts , 

M e n i f l s , M o r a v i a n s , Independants, A n a -

haptifts, there is a feci: w h i c h , perhaps, 

y o u never heard of, called the D u m p l e r s ; 

this feci took its o r i g i n f r o m a G e r m a n , 

w h o , w^eary of the w o r l d , retired to a very 

folitary place, about fifty miles f r o m P h i ­

ladelphia, i n order to give u p his whole 

time to c o n t e m p l a t i o n ; feveral o f his c o u n ­

t r y m e n came to vif i t h i m i n his retreat, 

and by his pious, f imple, and peaceable 

manners, many were induced to fettle near 

h i m , and, i n a fhort t ime adopt ing his 

modes, they formed a l i t t le colony, w h i c h 

they named Euphrates , i n a l lu f ion to that 

fiver u p o n whofe borders the Hebrews 

were accuifomed to fmg pfalms. 

T h e i r l i t t le city is b u i l t i n the f o r m o f 

a tr iangle, and bordered w i t h m u l b e r r y 

and apple-trees, very regularly planted. 

I n the center o f the t o w n is a large 

orchard, and between the orchard and the 

ranges 



ranges o f trees that are planted r o u n d the 

borders, are their houfes, w h i c h are b u i l t 

o f w o o d , and three flories h i g h , i n thefe 

every D u m p i e r is left to enjoy his medita­

t ions w i t h o u t d i f furbance; thefe c o n t e m ­

plat ive m e n , i n the whole , do not a m o u n t 

to more t h a n five hundred ; their terr i tory 

is nearly three h u n d r e d acres i n extent, 

o n one fide is a r iver , on another a piece 

o f ffagnated water, and o n the other t w o 

are mounta ins covered w i t h trees. 

T h e y have w o m e n o f their c o m m u n i t y , 

w h o l ive feparate f r o m the m e n ; they 

feldom fee each other b u t at places o f 

w o r f h i p , and never have meetings o f 

any k i n d but for p u b l i c bufinefs j their 

whole l i fe is fpent i n labor, prayer, and 

f l e e p t w i c e every day and n i g h t they are 

fummoned f r o m their cells to attend divine 

fervice; as to their r e l i g i o n , i n fome. 

meafure, i t refembles the Q u a k e r s , (of 

every i n d i v i d u a l , i f he t h i n k s h i m f e l f i n -



fpircd, has a r ight to p r e a c h . — T h e fub-

jecrs they chiefly difcourfe u p o n are h u ­

mil i ty* temperance, charity , and other 

C h r i f t i a n v ir tues; never v i o l a t i n g that 

day held facred amongft a l l perfuaf ions; 

they admit o f a H e l l and a Paradife, but 

deny the eternity o f future puni fhments . 

A s to the doctr ine o f o r i g i n a l fin, they h o l d 

i t as i m p i o u s blafphemy, together w i t h 

every tenet that is fevere to m a n , deeming 

i t in jur ious to d i v i n i t y . — - A s they a l l o w 

no merit to any but vo luntary works , 

bapt i fm is o n l y adminiPeered to the a d u l t ; 

neverthclefs, they t h i n k i t fo ehential ly 

Ueceffary to falvation, as to imagine the 

fouls o f Chr.ift.ians are employed i n the 

other w o r l d , i n the converfion o f thofe 

who have not died under the l i g h t o f the 

Gofpe l . 

R e l i g i o n a m o n g the D u m p l e r s , has the 

lame effect p h i l o i b p h y had u p o n the 

Stoics, rendering them infenfible to every 

k i n d 
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k i n d o f i n f u l t ; they are more paflive and 

difmtereffed t h a n the Quakers , for they 

w i l l fuffer themfelves to be cheated, r o b ­

bed, and abufed, w i t h o u t the lead idea o f 

reta l iat ion, o r even a c o m p l a i n t . 

T h e i r drefs is very f imple and p l a i n , 

c o n f i d i n g o f a l o n g white g o w n , f r o m 

whence hangs a h o o d to ferve the purpofes 

o f a hat, a coarfe fh ir t , th ick dioes, a n d 

very wide breeches, fomething re fembl-

i n g thofe the T u r k s wear. T h e m e n 

wear their beards to a great l ength , fome 

I faw were d o w n to the w a j f t ; at the 

firft f ight o f t h e m , I c o u l d not help c o m ­

p a r i n g t h e m to o u r o l d ancient bards, the 

D r u i d s , f r o m their reverential appearance; 

the w o m e n are drefted f imi lar to the m e n , 

except ing the breeches. 

T h e i r life is very abftemious, and eating 

n o meats, not that they deem it u n l a w f u l 

b u t more conformable to the fpir i t o f 

C h r i f t i a n i t y , 



C h r i f l i a n i t y , w h i c h they argue has a n 

averfion to b lood, and u p o n thofe grounds 

they fubfift o n l y o n vegetables, and the 

produce o f the earth. 

T h e y f o l l o w w i t h great chearfulnefs 

their various branches o f bufinefs, i n 

fome one o f w h i c h , every i n d i v i d u a l p a r ­

takes, and the produce o f their labor is 

depofited i n one c o m m o n f lock, to f u p p l y 

the neceflities o f every i n d i v i d u a l , and b y 

this u n i o n o f i n d u f l r y , they have not o n l y 

eflablifhed agriculture and manufactures, 

fufficient to fupport this l i t t le fociety, b u t 

fuperfluitics for the purpofes o f exchange 

for E u r o p e a n commodities. 

T h o u g h the t w o fexes l ive feparate, 

they do n o t renounce m a t r i m o n y , b u t 

^Wfe w h o are difpofed to i t leave the c i ty 

a r * d fettle i n the country , o n a tract, o f 

land w h i c h the D u m p l e r s have purchafed 
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for that purpofe, the couple are fop* 

ported at the p u b l i c expences, w h i c h they 

repay by the produce o f their labor, a n d 

their chi ldren are fent to G e r m a n y for 

education. W i t h o u t this wife pol icy , the 

D u m p l e r s w o u l d be l i t t le better t h a n 

M o n k s , and i n procefs o f t ime a n n i ­

h i la ted . 

A l t h o u g h there are fo many feels, and 

fuch a difference o f religious opinions i n 

this province, it is f u r p r i z i n g the h a r m o n y 

w h i c h fubfiffc s a m o n g them ; thev conhder 

themfelves as chi ldren o f the fame father, 

a n d l ive l ike brethren, becaufe they have 

the l iberty o f t h i n k i n g l ike m e n , to this 

pleating h a r m o n y , i n a great meafure, is 

to be attributed the rapid and f lour i fhing 

ffatc of Penfylvania, above ah 1 the other 

provinces. W o u l d to Heaven that har­

m o n y was equally as prevalant a l l over the 

g l o b e ; i f i t was, I t h i n k y o u ' l l acquiefce 

w i t h 
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w i t h me i n o p i n i o n , that i t w o u l d be for 

the general welfare o f m a n k i n d . 

A n officer w h o is exchanged, and go­

i n g to N e w - Y o r k , h a v i n g fent for m y 

letters, I muff haft i ly conclude, affuring 

y o u , I am 

Y o u r s , 

L E T 



L E T T E R L X . 

Lancajier, in Penfylvan'tHj 
Dec. 1 7 , 1778, 

M Y D I A R F R I E N D * 

T N o u r way hither , we eroded the S k u y l -

A k i l l , over the bridge b u i l t by General 

W a f h i n g t o n ' s army, w h e n they were en­

camped at V a l l e y - F o r g e . I imagine i t was 

the intent ion o f the A m e r i c a n s , that this 

bridge fhould remain as a t r i u m p h a l me­

mento , for i n the center o f every arch is 

engraved i n the w o o d , the names o f the 

p r i n c i p a l Generals i n their country,* and 

i n the middle arch was Genera l W a f l i i n g -

ton's, w i t h the date o f the y e a r : this 

bridge 



bridge was b u i l t to preserve a c o m m u n i ­

cat ion, and to favor a retreat, i n cafe 

they were compelled to q u i t their e n ­

campment . 

O u r troops flept i n the huts at V a l l e y -

Forge , w h i c h h a d been conftructed by the 

A m e r i c a n s j and as we wai ted t i l l late the 

next day for the delivery o f provihons be­

fore we marched, I had a f u l l o p p o r t u n i t y 

to reconnoitre the whole c a m p : o n the 

eaff a n d fouth fide were entrenchments, 

w i t h a d i t c h fix feet wide and three deep, 

the m o u n d not four feet h i g h , very n a r ­

r o w , and eafily to have been beat d o w n 

w i t h c a n n o n • t w o redoubts were alfo be­

g u n , b u t not compleated, the S k u y l k i l l 

was o n the left, and as I before obferved, 

w i t h a bridge acrofs • the rear was moffly 

covered by an impaffable precipice formed 

by V a l l e y Creek, h a v i n g only a n a r r o w 

parfage near the S k u y l k i l l : this camp 

was by no means difficult o f accefs, for the 
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r i g h t was attainable, and i n one part o f 

the front the afcent was fcarcely to be 

perceived, the defences were exceedingly 

weak, and this is the o n l y inftance I ever 

faw o f the Americans h a v i n g fuch flight 

w o r k s , thefe being fuch as a f ix-pounder 

c o u l d eafily have battered d o w n • the 

ditches were n o t more t h a n three feet deep, 

a n d fo n a r r o w , that a d r u m - b o y m i g h t 

w i t h eafe leap over, 

A L o y a l i f t , at whofe houfe I was quar~ 

tered, at V a l l e y Forge , a n d w h o refided 

there at the t ime W a f h i n g t o n ' s army was 

encamped, t o l d me, that w h e n General 

W a f h i n g t o n chofe that fpot for his W i n ­

ter quarters, his m e n were obl iged to 

b u i l d them huts w i t h r o u n d logs, f i l l the 

interftices w i t h clay, and cover them 

w i t h loofe ffraw and d i r t , very u n c o m ­

fortable, as the fhelter was not fecure 

f r o m the weather, where the m e n fuffered 

exceedingly f r o m the inclemency o f the 

feafon 3 



feafon, the camp diforder raged a m o n g 

t h e m , the greater part o f them were i n a 

manner naked at that fevere feafon of the 

year • many w i t h o u t Ihoes and ftockings, 

and very few, except the V i r g i n i a troops, 

w i t h the neceflary c loathing : his army 

was waft ing away by ficknefs, that raged 

w i t h extreme morta l i ty i n a l l his different 

hofpitals, w h i c h are n o lefs than eleven, 

and w i t h o u t the effential medicines to re­

lieve t h e m ; his army was l ikewife d i -

m i n i i h e d by conftant defertions i n c o m ­

panies, f r o m ten to fifty at a t ime, that at 

one period, i t was reduced to four t h o u -

fand m e n , and thofe w i t l i propriety c o u l d 

not be called effective. T h e horfes 

f r o m being conftantly expofed to 

fhowers o f r a i n and falls o f fnow, b o t h 

day and night , were i n fuch a c o n d i ­

t i o n , that many of them died, and 

the reft were fo emaciated, as to be u n f i t 

for labor, had he been attacked and 

repulfed, he muft have left behind a l l 
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his art i l lery, for w a n t o f horfes to convey 

i t i i n addi t ion to a l l thefe diftreffes, 

W a f h i n g t o n had not i n his camp, at 

any one t ime, a week's prov i f ion for m a n 

a n d horfe, and fometimes he was total ly 

deftitute. 

T h e Loyal i f ts greatly cenfure General 

H o w e , i n dif fering W a f h i n g t o n to c o n ­

t inue i n this weak and dangerous ffate 

f r o m December t i l l M a y , and equally 

aftonifhed what could be the motive he 

d i d not attack, f u r r o u n d , or take by fiege, 

the whole army, w h e n the feverity o f the 

weather was gone—they expected that i n 

the m o n t h s o f M a r c h , A p r i l , and M a y , 

they fhould hear o f the camp being f l o r m -

ed or beheged. C e r t a i n l y the f i tuat ion o f 

i t favored either, for o n the left was the 

S k u y l k i l l that was impaffable, b u t over 

the bridge, o n the rear, lay V a l l e y Creek, 

w i t h the precipice and n a r r o w p a f s ; o n 

the r i g h t , a n d i n the f ront , i t c o u l d be 

approached 



approached o n equal terms- by p o l l i n g 

t w o t h o u fand m e n o n a c o m m a n d i n g 

g r o u n d , near the bridge o n the N o r t h 

fide o f the S k u y l k i l l , i t w o u l d have ren^ 

dered the efcape o f the enemy o n the left 

impoffible. T w o thoufand p o l l e d o n a 

l ike g r o u n d oppofitc the n a r r o w pafs, 

effectually prevented a retreat by the rear, 

and five or fix thoufand m e n placed o n the 

r i g h t and i n the f ront of his camp, w o u l d 

have deprived them o f f l ight o n thofe 

fides • the pofit ions w rerc fuch, that i f any 

corps were attacked, they could inf tant ly 

have been f u p p o r t e d ; under a l l thefe fa­

vorable circumftances, fuccefs was to be 

l i t t le d o u b t e d - but i t fhould feem that 

Genera l H o w e was exactly i n the fame 

f i tuat ion as Genera l B u r g o y n e , r e f l e c t i n g 

intel l igence, o b t a i n i n g none he c o u l d place 

a perfect, reliance o n . I n fact, the A m e ­

ricans have a moft decided fuperiority over 

us this war i n that refpecr, our poft and 

f ituations, nay, even fecret marches, w i t h 

their 



their intentions, are made k n o w n to G e ­

neral W a f h i n g t o n by the inumerable fpies 

and fecret enemies w h o come into o u r 

camp and l ines, under the fpecious cha­

racter o f L o y a l i f f s ; i t is quite the reverfe 

w i t h h i m , every m a n w h o enters his camp 

is k n o w n to fome one or other, as his 

a r m y is compofed o f troops f r o m every 

province. 

i ' T h e Loyal i f fs i n Penfylvenia generally 

accufe General H o w e w i t h ungrateful c o n ­

duct , i n abandoning Phi lade lphia , after 

a l l the affiffance they had given h i m , and 

n o t h a v i n g , d u r i n g the W i n t e r , endeavor­

ed to diflodged General W a f h i n g t o n at 

V a l l e y Forge , differing the enemy to har-

rafs and diffrefs the loya l inhabitants o n 

every fide o f the B r i t i i h l ines, deftroying 

their m i l l s , fe iz ing their g r a i n , horfes and 

cattle, i m p r i f o n i n g , w h i p p i n g , b r a n d i n g 

a n d k i l l i n g the u n h a p p y people, devoted to 

the caufe o f their Sovereign, w h o , at every 

ri fque, 



rifque were daily f u p p l y i n g the army, navy, 

and L o y a l inhabitants w i t h i n the l ines, 

w i t h every neceffary, and l u x u r y the 

country afforded. 

Indeed, the Loya l i f l s o f Penfylvania are 

greatly to be pi t ied, for they have been 

m u c h perfecuted fmce o u r troops evacuted 

P h i l a d e l p h i a , their loyalty is greatly abated, 

as they conceive themfelves made a facr i -

fice o f by the conduct o f General H o w e 5 

and are fo exceeding incenfed, and violent 

againfl: h i m , they do not hefitate to fay, 

that i n eafe and comfort , i n the c i ty o f P h i ­

ladelphia, he cared l i t t le for m i l i t a r y fame 

or g lory j that he neglected his duty to his 

K i n g and country , that , he neglected the 

intereft and fafety of the country he was 

fent to protect, and that his whole conduct 

was founded o n private intereft and a m ­

b i t i o n $ y o u fhal l not k n o w m y fentiments 

t i l l we meet. 

A t 



A t a poor f a r m houfe I was quartered at, 

the night before we came i n t o this t o w n , I 

was m u c h furprized w h e n it grew dark, to 

fee the landlady b r i n g i n a couple o f green 

wax-candles, w h i c h at firfl we really took 

t h e m to be • b u t lo ! they were made f r o m 

the berries o f a tree, w h i c h is called the 

t a l l o w fhrub, as they produce a k i n d o f 

w a x or ta l low j this p lant grows i n E n g ­

l a n d , and k n o w n by the name of the 

candleberry tree. T h e method o f m a k i n g 

the fat f r o m thefe berries, is by gathering 

t h e m late i n the A u t u m n , then they are 

p u t i n t o a pot o f b o i l i n g water j o f courfe 

the fat melts out , and floats o n the fur-

face, w h i c h is f k i m m e d off, and this p r o -

cefs is cont inued, ' t i l l there is n o fat left, 

w h e n congealed, i t has a green d ir ty 

color, b u t after refined, becomes perfectly 

tranfparent- w i t h this they manufacture 

their candles ; they were formerly m u c h 

ufed, but before the war , they c o u l d p r o ­

cure ta l low i n great abundance, and there­

fore 
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fore ufed i t i n preference, as the t ime for 

gathering the berries a n d prepar ing them, 

fcarcely repays the trouble. N o w the p o o r 

inhabitants are obliged to have recourfe t o 

t h e m , as no tallow T is imported, and a l l 

the cattle is taken for the fupply o f the 

a r m y . T h e r e are m a n y qualities apper­

t a i n i n g to the candles made f r o m their 

berries • they do not eafily bend or melt i n 

S u m m e r , as c o m m o n candles, they b u r n 

better and flower, and w h e n ext inguifhed, 

do not fmoak, b u t rather evaporate w i t h 

an agreeable odour. 

T h e t o w n o f Lancafter is the largeff i n ­

l a n d t o w n i n A m e r i c a , i t contains at leaft 

ten thoufand inhabitants , chiefly G e r m a n s 

a n d I r i f h , there are fome few good houfes, 

and exclufive of thofe, i t appears neither 

handfome, n o r agreeable- however the 

markets are p l e n t i f u l l y fupplied w i t h a l l 

forts o f p r o v i f i o n , and the cyder is very ex­

cellent, 



cellent, the neareft to E n g l i f h o f any I met 

w i t h i n A m e r i c a . 

M o f t o f the houfes before the door 

have an elevation, to w h i c h y o u afcend b y 

ffeps f r o m the ftreet, refembling a f m a l l 

balcony w i t h benches o n b o t h fides, where 

t h e inhabitants fit and enjoy the f r e f h a i r , 

and view the people p a l l i n g ; m o ft o f t h e m 

have i loves f imi lar to thofe o f the C a ­

nadians. 

T h i s t o w n , before the commencement 

o f thefe u n h a p p y troubles, carried o n a 

confiderable trade w i t h P h i l a d e l p h i a , and 

the frontier fettlements • n o w i t has fcarcefy 

fufficient to fupply the inhabitants , and 

the n e i g h b o u r i n g farms • i t is really a dif-

tref l ing circumffance, to fee fuch a p o p u ­

l o u s , and n o doubt, f l o u r i i h i n g t o w n , 

once a fcene o f buff l i n g i n d u f l r y , now" 

i n a if ate o f fupinenefs, the fhopkeep-

ers l o l l i n g and fmoaking at their doors, 

their 



their {hops w h i c h were overf lowing w i t h 

forts o f commodities, fcarcely c o n t a i n 

more- t h a n ShakefpCre's Apothecary's " a 

t c beggarly account of empty boxes," u n -

lefs indeed, fome F r e n c h fr ippery, w h i c h 

the inhabitants w i l l n o t purchafe- the 

o n l y l i t t le f ign o f trade that I could per­

ceive, was a m o n g fadlers and gunfmiths , 

w h o wrere m a k i n g materials for the C o n t i ­

nental a r m y : — — T h i s u n h a p p y war has 

t h r o w n the A m e r i c a n s i n t o fuch a flate, 

that i t w i l l be a century before they can 

recover f r o m i t . 

T h e t o w n o f LancafTer has n o b u i l d i n g 

o f any confequence, except the L u t h e r a n 

c h u r c h , w h i c h , is only b u i l t o f b r i c k , 

the i n fide has a m o i l magnificent appear­

ance ; the large galleries o n each fide, the 

fpacious organ-loft , lupported by C o r i n ­

t h i a n p i l lars , are exceedingly beaut i fu l , 

and there are pi l lars of the Ionic order, 

f r o m the galleries to the roof. T h e altar-

piece 



piece is very elegantly ornamented 5 the 

whole o f the c h u r c h , as w e l l as the o r ­

gan, painted white w i t h g i l t decorations, 

w h i c h has a very neat appearance- i t 

greatly reminded me o f the chapel at 

G r e e n w i c h H o f p i t a l ; the organ is r e c k o n ­

ed the largeff and heft i n A m e r i c a , i t was 

b u i l t b y a G e r m a n , w h o refides about 

feventeen miles f r o m Lancafter, he made 

every i n d i v i d u a l part o f i t w i t h his o w n 

hands • i t was near feven years i n corn-

p l e a t i n g - the organ has not o n l y every 

pipe and f lop that is i n moff others, b u t 

i t has many other pipes to fwell the bafs, 

w h i c h are o f an a m a z i n g circumference, 

and thefe are played u p o n by the feet, 

there being a r o w o f wooden keys that the 

performer treads o n . I do not recollect, 

ever feeing an organ o f this conftruct ion, 

except thofe o f the Savoy Chape l and St. 

Paul 's j i n the latter they are fhut u p as the 

v i b r a t i o n o f found was f o u n d too power­

f u l for the d o m e ; but t h e n they had only 

four 



four or five o f thefe wooden keys, whereas 

this organ has a d o z e n : the m a n w h o 

fhewed the inf trument played o n i t , and 

the effect o f thefe keys was aftonifhing, i t 

abfolutely made the very b u i l d i n g make* 

It is the largeft, and I t h i n k the fmeft 

I ever faw, w i t h o u t e x c e p t i o n ; a n d 

w h e n y o u examine i t , y o u wonder i t d i d 

not take u p the man's whole life i n con-* 

ftructingj to eflimate its goodnefs a n d 

value, I l l i a l l o n l y te l l y o u i t coft t w o 

thoufand five hundred pounds fterling; t o 

y o u w h o are fo muf ica l , w h a t a treat 

Would i t be to be here a few hours o n l y , 

Unlefs indeed, y o u w o u l d t h i n k a few 

more not t h r o w n away entirely, w h e n 

allotted to 

Y o u r s , &c* 
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L E T T E R L X I , 

'Frederick*-!~o-ivn, in Maryland, 
Dec. z$tb> 1778. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

A F T E R w c left L a n carter, w e croffed 

the Sufquehannah, w h i c h , t h o u g h a 

large, broad, and beauti ful r iver, is ex­

tremely dangerous, o n account o f the r a ­

p i d i t y o f the current , and i n n u m e r a b l e 

f m a l l rocks that juft make their appearance 

above the furface; i n eroding i t we were 

not w i t h o u t o u r fears, for a fcowl , belong­

i n g to the fecond brigade, i n w h i c h L o r d 

T o r p h i n c h i n , and a n u m b e r o f officers 

and foldiers o f the t w e n t y - f u l l regiment 

was 



was near b e i n g loft by ftriking o n one o f 

thefe r o c k s ; this river falls i n t o the C h e f a -

peak and forms the head o f that vaft water , 

w h i c h , t h o u g h one o f the largeft and moft 

beaut i fu l rivers i n A m e r i c a , is the leaft 

u fe fu l , as i t is n o t navigable above twelve 

o r fifteen miles at the fartheft, for fhips 

o f any b u r t h e n , and above that fcarcely 

fo for canoes; the u t i l i t y o f this r iver 

w o u l d be great, i f the navigat ion, even 

for canoes was practicable, as the fource 

of the eaft branch o f this r iver is i n the 

M o h a w k c o u n t r y , and f r o m thence to the 

m o u t h i n the Chefapeak, is near feven 

hundred miles. 

A f t e r we crofted the Sufquehannah, we 

arrived at Y o r k - t o w n , w h i c h was fome t i m e 

the feat o f Congrefs ; this is reckoned the 

fccond i n l a n d t o w n i n A m e r i c a , i t is n o t 

near fo large as Lancafter, b u t m u c h plea-

fanter, being fituated o n Codorow-creek, 

a pretty ftream w h i c h falls i n t o the Seque-

X 2 hannah j 



h a n n a h ; this t o w n contains between t w o 

and three thoufand inhabitants , chiefly 

I r i f h , intermixed w i t h a few Germans > 

here was formerly more trade t h a n i n 

Lancafter , and not w i t h H a n d i n g the t r o u ­

bles, i t has f r i l l more the appearance 

o f i t ; as we came i n t o the t o w n at 

four o'clock i n the afternoon, and m a r c h ­

ed the next m o r n i n g , y o u may eafily 

imagine I had but l i t t le t ime to make any 

very part icular obfervations ; b u t i n w a l k ­

i n g about, I faw the C o u r t - h o u f e and a 

few churches, w h i c h are very neat br ick 

bui ld ings , and I remarked the houfes were 

m u c h better b u i l t , and w i t h more regu­

lar i ty t h a n at L a n c a f t e r ; o f the two, 

t h o u g h Y o r k is considerably lefs than the 

other, I fhould give i t the preference for a 

place o f refidence. 

A s I obferved i n a former letter, i t was 

w i t h a view and hope that the men w o u l d 

defert, that the Congrefs marched us at 

this 



this inclement feafon; numbers have a n -

fwered their wifhes, efpecially the G e r ­

mans, w h o feeing i n what a comfortable 

manner their c o u n t r y m e n l ive, left us i n 

great numbers, as we marched t h r o u g h 

N e w - Y o r k , the Jerfeys and P e n f y l v a n i a ; 

a m o n g the n u m b e r o f deferters is m y fer­

vant, w h o , as we left Lancafter, ran f r o m 

me w i t h m y horfe, portmanteau, a n d every 

t h i n g he c o u l d take w i t h h i m . I d id n o t 

mifs h i m t i l l n i g h t , as I concluded he was 

w i t h the baggage w a g g o n s ; the next 

m o r n i n g I obtained permif l ion f r o m the 

officer that efcorted us, to re turn back i n 

purfni t o f h i m , as I had reafons to fuppofe 

he was g o i n g back to N e w - E n g l a n d ; i n 

the afternoon, o n the other fide o f L a n ­

cafter, I met the firft brigade o f the G e r ­

mans, w h o were m a r c h i n g into the t o w n . 

B e i n g acquainted w i t h C o l o n e l M i n g e n , 

w h o commanded, he enquired i f I had o r ­

ders for h i m , b u t t e l l i n g h i m the p u r p o r t 

o f m y re turn , he i n f o r m e d me that he had 

X 3 met 



met m y fervant that m o r n i n g , ju f t as they 

were go ing to m a r c h j he enquired o f h i m 

h o w I d i d , and the reafon o f his r e t u r n i n g , 

w h e n the fe l low faid < c I was very w e l l , 

*£ and that I defired m y compl iments t o 

**. h i m , i f he f h o u l d meet h i m , and that 

" he was r e t u r n i n g for a pair o f faddle-

" bags that he left behind o n the road." 

A f t e r this I thought any p u r f u i t i n v a i n , 

therefore returned back to the regiment, 

w h o , by this t ime, had arrived i n this 

t o w n , 

W e have been greatly perplexed i n our 

m a r c h t h r o u g h the different provinces, by 

the dollars being o f fuch various value j i n 

fome i t is o n l y fix m i l l i n g s , i n others 

feven, feven and fixpence, and eight m i l ­

l i n g s . T h e provinces entertain l i t t le o p i ­

n i o n as to the value o f their neighbours ' 

money, as i t w i l l not pafs i n the next 

province j the N e w - Y o r k money w i l l not 

pafs i n the Jerfeys, n o r that o f the Jerfeys 

in 



I n Penfylvania, and ib o n . T h e Congrefs 

money is taken t h r o u g h o u t the whole o f 

t h e m , but there are fome provinces w h i c h 

deem their o w n money o f more real value 

t h a n that o f Congrefs, and take i t i n pre­

ference, not that they dare refufe the other, 

as i t w o u l d be deemed h i g h treafon. 

T i l l o u r a r r i v a l at this place, we have 

h a d the m o d del ightful weather i m a g i n ­

able, but yefterday m o r n i n g there came o n 

a m o d violent fnow ftorm, and w h i c h laft-

ed the whole d a y ; i t was as fevere as any 

I ever faw i n C a n a d a ; the fnow is up to 

one's knees, w h i c h has rendered the P o -

towmack fo dangerous, tbat we are w a i t ­

i n g here t i l l i t either freezes over, o r be­

comes paffable, the firft brigade are for­

tunate, for by this t ime, they are arrived 

at Char lot te iv i l le , 

Frederick T o w n is a fine large t o w n , 

and has a very noble appearance, as the 

X 4 houfes 



houfes are m o i f l y formed o f br ick and 

{tone, there being very few t imber build*-

ings i n i t ; i t contains near two thoufand 

inhabitants , chiefly G e r m a n s , quite i n ­

l a n d , the neareff port being George T o w n , 

w h i c h is fifty miles diftant, the o n l y r iver, 

w h i c h is the P o t o w m a c k , is eight miles 

f r o m the t o w n , 

A b o u t four miles before y o u enter i t , 

y o u crofs the M o n o c c a c y Creek, w h i c h , 

w i t h o u t a guide to fhew the ford , a 

ftranger muft inevitably be carried d o w n 

the ftream ; this ford is i n the form o f a 

crefcent, and made w i t h large loofe ftones, 

that a horfe is i n c o n t i n u a l danger of f a l l ­

i n g i the water, i n general, is u p to the 

fkirts o f the faddle, and after the leaft f a l l 

o f r a i n , i t is impaffable for fome h o u r s ; 

there is a ferry-boat, b u t i t is fo badly 

attended, a n d i n fuch a fhattered ftate, 

that you are afraid to venture i n i t . 

I a m 



I am quartered at the houfe o f a M r . 

M ' M u r d o , w h o is the Commif fary o f 

P r o v i n o n s i n this t o w n , and, a l t h o u g h 

ftrongly attached to the caufe o f the A m e ­

ricans, poliefles very p h i l a n t h r o p i c ideas, 

his treatment and polite behaviour to the 

officers quartered at his houfe, t r u l y mark 

the gentleman and m a n of the w o r l d . — H i s 

attention is fuch, that a l though for this day, 

w h i c h is as m u c h a day o f feffival as i n 

E n g l a n d , he has been engaged for fome t ime 

p a f l a m o n g his friends and relations, he 

w o u l d flay at home, and entertain us w i t h 

an excellent C h r i f l m a s dinner , not even 

forgett ing p l u m b - p u d d i n g . I f the A m e ­

ricans i n general pofTefled fuch l iberal 

fentiments, i t w o u l d prevent the many 

h o r r i d barbarities and pcrfecutions w h i c h 

arife i n confequence o f this u n n a t u r a l 

w a r , and w h i c h have branded the name 

of A m e r i c a w i t h an o d i u m , that no t ime 

can obliterate, no merit expunge. 

I n o w 



I n o w experience what has been often 

t o l d me, that the further I went to the 

fouthward, I f h o u l d find the inhabitants 

poffefs more l iberal i ty a n d hofpital i ty . 

I remain 

Y o u r ' s , & c . 

L E T -
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'Jones''s Plantation, near Charlottesville, 
in Virginia, Jan. 20, 1779. 

M Y D E A R F R I E N D , 

A F T E R we left Frederick T o w n , we 

croifed the P o t o w m a c k R i v e r w i t h 

i m m i n e n t danger, as the current w as very-

r a p i d , large floats o f ice f w i m m i n g d o w n 

i t , t h o u g h the river was o n l y h a l f a m i l e 

wide, the fcowl that I croffed over i n had 

feveral n a r r o w efcapes; at one t ime i t was 

quite fattened i n the ice, but by great ex­

ertions o f the m e n i n breaking i t , we made 

good o u r l a n d i n g o n the oppofite fhore, 

near a m i l e lower t h a n the F e r r y . 

T h e 



T h e diff iculty o f crofting was o n l y a 

fore-runner o f the hardfhips and fatigues 

we were to experience o n o u r entering 

V i r g i n i a ; for on o u r m a r c h to this place, 

the m e n experienced fuch diftreffes, as 

were fevere i n the extreme j the roads were 

exceedingly had f r o m the late fa l l o f fnow, 

w h i c h was encrufted, b u t not fufficiently to 

bear the weight o f a m a n , fo we were c o n ­

t i n u a l l y f i n k i n g us u p to o u r knees, a n d 

c u t t i n g our fhins and ancles, and, perhaps, 

after a m a r c h of fixteen or eighteen miles 

i n this maner, at n i g h t the privates had to 

fleep i n w o o d s ; after their arr ival at the 

place o f deftination, the officers h a d to 

ride five or fix miles to find a hovel to 

reft i n . 

B u t o n our a r r i v a l at Chai iot tefv i l le , no 

pen can defcribe the fcene of mifery a n d 

confuf ion that enfued j the officers o f the 

firft and fecond brigade were i n the town> 

and o u r arr iva l added to their diftrefs; 

this 



this famous place we had heard fo m u c h 

of, confifted o n l y o f a C o u r t - h o u f e , one 

tavern, and about a dozen houfes ; a l l o f 

w h i c h were crowded w i t h officers, thofe o f 

o u r brigade therefore, were obliged to ride 

about the country, and entreat the i n h a ­

bitants to take us i n . 

A s to the m e n , the f i tuat ion was t r u l y 

h o r r i b l e , after the hard fhifts they had 

experienced i n their m a r c h f r o m the P o -

towmack, they were, inffead o f c o m f o r t ­

able barracks, con dueled i n t o a w o o d , 

where a few l o g huts were juff. begun to 

be b u i l t , the moff part not covered over, 

and a l l o f t h e m f u l l o f f n o w ; thefe the 

m e n were obliged to clear out , and cover 

over to fecure themfelves f r o m the i n c l e ­

mency o f the weather as q u i c k as they 

c o u l d , a n d i n the courfe o f t w o o r three 

days rendered t h e m a habitable, b u t b y 

n o means a comfortable r e t i r e m e n t ; w h a t 

added greatly to the diftreffes o f the men*. 

was 



w a s the w a n t o f provi f ions, as none h a d 

as yet arrived for the troops, and for fix 

days they fubliffed o n the meal o f I n d i a n 

c o r n made i n t o cakes. T h e perfon w h o 

h a d the management o f every t h i n g , i n ­

f o r m e d us that we were n o t expected t i l l 

S p r i n g . 

N e v e r was a c o u n t r y fo deftitute o f 

every comfort , provif ions were not to be 

purchafed for ten days ; the officers f u b -

fifted u p o n fait p o r k , and I n d i a n c o r n 

made i n t o cakes, not a d r o p o f any k i n d 

o f fp ir i t , what l i t t le there had been, was 

already confumed by the firft a n d fecond 

brigade ; m a n y officers, to comfort t h e m -

felves, p u t red pepper i n t o water, to d r i n k 

by way o f cordial . 

U p o n a reprefcntation o f o u r fituation^ 

b y Brigadier General H a m i l t o n , to C o l o ­

n e l B l a n d , w h o commanded the A m e r i c a n 

troops, he promifed to render the f i tua­

t i o n 



t i o n o f the m e n as comfortable as pofhble, 

and w i t h a l l expedit ion. A s to the off i­

cers, u p o n figning a parole, they m i g h t 

go to R i c h m o n d and other adjacent t o w n s , 

to procure themfelves quarters, according­

l y a parole was f igncd, w h i c h al lowed a 

c i r c u i t o f near one h u n d r e d miles. A n d 

after the officers had d r a w n lots, as : 

three were to r e m a i n i n the barracks' 

w i t h the m e n , or at Char lot t i fv i l le , the 

p r i n c i p a l part o f them fet off for R i c h ­

m o n d , m a n y o f t l i e m are at p lantat ions , 

twenty or t h i r t y miles f r o m the barracks. 

I am quartered w i t h M a j o r M a f t e r and 

four other officers o f our regiment, at this 

p l a nta t ion , about twenty miles f r o m the 

h a r r a c k s ; the owner has given u p his 

houfe, and gone to reiide at his overfeer's, 

and for the ufe o f his houfe, we pay h i m 

two guineas a week. 

O n the arr iva l o f the troops at C h a r l o t -

tefville, the officers, what w i t h vexat ion, 

and 



and to keep o u t the co ld , drank rather* 

freely o f a n abominable l i q u o r , called 

peach brandy, w h i c h , i f d r a n k to excefs, 

the fumes raife a n abfolute d e l i r i u m , and 

i n their cups, feveral were g u i l t y o f deeds 

that w o u l d admit o f n o apology, the i n ­

habitants muff have actual ly thought us 

m a d , for i n the courfe o f three or f o u r 

days, there were n o lefs that fix o r feven 

duels fought . 

C o l o n e l B l a n d , w h o commands the 

A m e r i c a n troops, was formerly a p h y f i -

c i a n , at a place called Peterfburg, o n the 

James R i v e r , b u t o n the commencement 

o f the war , as being fome way related to 

B l a n d , w h o wrote a m i l i t a r y treatife, he 

felt a m a r t i a l fp ir i t arife i n h i m , therefore 

quit ted the i E f c u l a p i a n art , and at his 

o w n expence raifed a regiment o f l ight 

horfe. A s to thofe troops o f his regi­

ment w i t h W a f h i n g t o n ' s army, I can­

n o t fay any t h i n g , but the t w o that the 

C o l o n e l 



C o l o n e l has w i t h h i m here, for the p u r ­

pofes o f expreffes and attendance, are the 

moff curious figures y o u ever faw ; fome, 

l ike P r i n c e P r e t t y m a n , w i t h one boot, others 

lefs fortunate, w i t h o u t a n y ; fome hofelefs, 

w i t h their feet peeping o u t o f their i h o e s ; 

others w i t h breeches that p u t decency to 

t h e b l u f l i j fome i n l h o r t jackets, fome i n 

l o n g coats, but a l l have fine dragoon caps, 

and l o n g fwords f lung r o u n d t h e m , fome 

w i t h holf lers, fome w i t h o u t , butgadamercy 

piffols, for they have not a brace and a h a l f 

a m o n g t h e m , b u t they are tolerably w e l l 

mounted, and that is the o n l y t h i n g y o u 

can advance i n their f a v o r ; the C o l o n e l is 

fo fond o f his Dragoons , that he reviews 

a n d manoeuvres t h e m every m o r n i n g , and 

whenever he rides out, has t w o w i t h d r a w n 

fwords before, and t w o behind j i t is really 

laughable to fee h i m thus attended w i t h his 

ragged regiment, w h i c h looks, to b o r r o w 

Shakefpeares idea, as i f the gibbets had 

heen robbed to make i t u p — t h e n the C o ­

lonel himfelf , notwithftancl ing his m a r t i a l 
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fp ir i t , has a l l the grave deportment, as i f 

he was g o i n g to a conhucat ion. 

T h e houfe that we refide i n is fituated 

u p o n an eminence, c o m m a n d i n g a profpect. 

o f near t h i r t y miles a r o u n d i t , and the 

face o f the country appears an immenfe 

foreft, interfperfed w i t h various p lanta­

t ions, four or five miles diftant f r o m each 

o t h e r ; o n thefe there is a dwel l ing-houfe 

i n the center, w i t h kitchens, fmoke-houfe, 

and out-houfes detached, and f r o m the 

various bui ld ings , each p l a n t a t i o n has the 

appearance o f a fmal l vi l lage -t at fome 

l i t t le diifance f r o m the houfes, arc 

peach and apple orchards, & c . and fcat-

tered over the plantations are the negroes 

huts and tobacco-houfes, w h i c h are large 

b u i l t o f wood, for the cure o f that article* 

T h e houfes are m o d o f t h e m b u i l t of 

w o o d , the roof being covered w i t h mingles , 

and not always lathed and plaffered w i t h ­

i n , o n l y thofe o f the better fort that are 

h n i m e d 



f inif i led h i that manner, and painted o n 

the o u t f i d e ; the chimneys are often o f 

br ick , but the generality o f t h e m are w o o d , 

coated i n the infide w i t h c l a y ; the w i n ­

dows o f the better fort are glazed, the reft 

have o n l y wooden fhutters. 

T h e fences and enclofures i n this p r o ­

vince are different f r o m the others, for 

thofe to the n o r t h w a r d are made either o f 

ftone or rails let i n t o pofts, about a foot 

afunder > here they are compofed o f w h a t 

is termed fence rails, w h i c h are made out 

o f trees cut orfawed i n t o lengths o f about 

twelve feet, that are m a u l d or fpl i t i n t o 

rails f r o m four to fix inches diameter. 

W h e n they f o r m an inclofure, thefe rails 

are l a i d fo, that they crofs each other 

obl iquely at each end, and are la id z i g zag 

to the a m o u n t o f ten or eleven rails i n 

height, then flakes are p u t againft each 

corner, double acrofs, w i t h the lower 

ends drove a l i t t le i n t o the g r o u n d , 
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and above thefe flakes is placed a r a i l o f 

double the fize o f the others, w h i c h is 

termed the rider, w h i c h , i n a manner, 

locks u p the whole , and keeps the fence 

f i r m and Heady. 

Thefe enclofures are generally feven or 

eight feet h i g h , they are not very f frong 

but convenient, as they can be removed to 

any other place, where they may be more 

neceffary; f r o m a mode o f conf lrucf i n g 

thefe enclofures i n a z i g zag f o r m , the 

N e w - E n g l a n d e r s have a faying, w h e n a 

m a n is i n l i q u o r , he is making Virginia 

fences. 

T h e i r manner of clearing the land is, 

by c u t t i n g a circle r o u n d the tree through 

the bark quite to the w o o d , before the lap 

rifes, w h i c h k i l l s i t j they then clear the 

fmal l b r u f h - w o o d and cultivate the g r o u n d , 

leaving the trees to rot H a n d i n g , w h i c h 

happens i n a very few years y and after 

receiving 



receiving the circular w o u n d , they never 

more bear leaves ; a large field i n this flate 

has a very l i n g u l a r , f t r i k i n g , and dreadful 

appearance, i t m o u l d feem dangerous to 

w a l k i n them, for the trees are o f a p r o ­

digious magnitude and height, f r o m w h i c h 

are i m p e n d i n g i n awful r u i n s vaf l l i m b s , 

and branches o f an enormous fize, w h i c h 

are c o n t i n u a l l y breaking off, and fre­

quent ly whole trees are f a l l i n g to the 

g r o u n d w i t h a m o l t horr ib le crafh, the 

found o f w h i c h is greatly encreafed and 

protracted by the f u r r o u n d i n g echoes: yet 

I a m informed, notwi thf fanding the d a n ­

ger, few accidents happen f r o m t h e m , 

except to cattle. 

U p o n our i n f o r m i n g the CommifTary o f 

Provisions where we were quartered, he 

gave us an order u p o n a C o l o n e l C o l e , 

w h o refides about f o u r miles dif lant, to 

fupply us, he being appointed to collect 

for the ufe o f the Congrefs i n this dirtr ict , 

Y 3 w h o 



w h o , u p o n appl icat ion, fent us about a 

month's prov i f ion o f f lour and fait p o r k 

for ourfelves and fervants. A s the cart 

w i t h the provif ions came t h r o u g h the 

p l a n t a t i o n , I was m u c h furpr ized to fee 

a l l the cattle, horfes, fheep, and hogs f o l ­

l o w i n g i t , n o r c o u l d the driver keep t h e m 

off, t i l l he came to the houfe. I f o u n d 

this was to l i c k the barrels w h i c h c o n ­

tained the fait meat. 

T h e inhabi tants t h r o u g h o u t A m e r i c a , 

whofe habitations are at any great dis­
tance f r o m the fea or falt-water, give 

their cattle and horfes fait once or twice a 

week, w i t h w h i c h they are fatisfied, b u t 

here they were fo diffracted after i t , as to 

l i c k the earth where there has been any pot 

l i q u o r i n w h i c h fait meat has been boi led, 

t i l l they have l icked u p a l l the faline p a r t i ­

cles, and i f a horfe that has been rode hard, 

a n d i n a fweat, is t u r n e d out w i t h others, 

they 



they each inf tant ly f u r r o u n d and l i c k 

h i m . 

N a t u r e feems to have prompted thefe 

animals by inft incl: , as i f fenfible thefe 

faline particles were abfolutely neceflary to 

correct the acidity ar i fmg f r o m a fuper-

abundant accumulat ion i n the ftomach o f 

the vegetable juices ; the inhabitants there­

fore not o n l y give t h e m fait as medic inal , 

a n d to promote their encrcafe o f flefh, but 

to render t h e m gentle and tame, and to 

al lure t h e m to vif i t their p l a n t a t i o n s ; 

otherwife, as they are not deficient i n p r o ­

vender i n W i n t e r , they w o u l d r u n w i l d 

and r o a m beyond the reach of their 

owners, i n thefe immenfe woods j yet 

notwithstanding this precaution, great 

numbers do r u n at large entirely w i l d , 

and have n o proprietors , but thofe o n 

whole lands they are f o u n d . 
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M o d perfons w h o are i n poffeffion o f 

any confiderable p l a n t a t i o n , have w h a t is 

called a r i g h t i n the woods, by w h i c h they 

are entit led to a certain p r o p o r t i o n o f the 

ewe cattle that r u n w i l d , w h i c h they can 

difpofe of, o r transfer as affixed property j 

there is n o other cr i ter ion to afcertain them 

b u t by b r a n d i n g , or p u t t i n g fome mark 

o n t h e m ; each perfon differs i n th is , and 

they are recorded i n the c o u n t y court , fuch 

property is further fecured by a n acY of 

the affembly, w h i c h made i t felony, to 

alter or deface the marks . 

M o f t o f the planters conf ign the care of 

their plantat ions and negroes to an over-

feer, even the m a n whole houfe we rent, 

has his overfeer, t h o u g h he c o u l d w i t h 

eafe fuperintend i t h i m f e l f ; b u t i f they 

poffefs a few negroes, they t h i n k i t be­

neath their d i g n i t y , added to w h i c h , they 

are fo a b o m i n a b l y lazy . I ' l l give yon 

a 



a fketch o f this man's general way o f 

l i v i n g . 

H e rifes about eight o'clock, d r i n k s 

w h a t he calls a j u l e p , w h i c h is a large 

glafs o f r u m , fweetened w i t h fugar, and 

t h e n w a l k s , or more generally rides r o u n d 

his p l a n t a t i o n , views his ffock, i n -

fpects his crops, and returns about ten 

o'clock to breakfarf o n cold meat, or h a m , 

fr ied h o m m o n y , toaft and c y d e r ; tea and 

coffee is feldom tafted, b u t by the w o m e n . 

H e then faunters about the houfe, fome-

times amufing h i m i e l f w i t h the l i t t le ne­

groes w h o are p l a y i n g r o u n d the door, o r 

elfe fcraping o n a fiddle j about twelve or 

one he d r i n k s toddy, to create h i m an ap­

petite for his dinner , w h i c h he fits d o w n 

to at t w o o ' c l o c k ; after he has dined, he 

generally lays d o w n o n the bed, a n d rifes 

about five, then perhaps fips fome tea 

w i t h his wi fe , b u t c o m m o n l y d r i n k s t o d ­

dy ' t i l l bed t i m e ; d u r i n g a l l this he is 

neither 



neither d r u n k n o r fober, b u t i n a flate o f 

f tupefact ion; this is his u fual mode of l i v ­

i n g , w h i c h he feldom varies, and o n l y 

quits his p l a n t a t i o n to attend the C o u r t -

H o u f e o n court days, or to fome horfe 

race or cock l i g h t ; at w h i c h times he gets 

fo egregioufly d r u n k , that his wife fends 

a couple o f negroes to c o n d u c t h i m fafe 

home. 

T h u s the whole management o f the 

p l a n t a t i o n is left to the overfeer, w h o as 

a n encouragement to make the rhoft o f the 

crops, has a certain p o r t i o n as his wages, 

b u t n o t h a v i n g any intereff i n the negroes, 

any further t h a n their labour, he drives 

a n d w h i p s t h e m about, and works t h e m 

beyond their f frength, a n d fometimes t i l l 

they expire j he feels n o lofs i n their 

death, he k n o w s the p l a n t a t i o n muff be 

fupplied, and his h u m a n i t y is effimated by 

his intereff, w h i c h rifes always above freez­

i n g p o i n t . 

It 



I t is the poor negroes w h o alone w o r k 

h a r d , and I am forry to fay, fare h a r d . 

Incredible is the fatigue w h i c h the p o o r 

wretches undergo, and that nature m o u l d 

be able to fupport i t ; there certainly muff 

be fomething i n their confi f tut ions, as 

w e l l as their color, different f r o m u s , that 

enables them to endure i t . 

T h e y are called u p at day break, a n d 

feldom al lowed to fwal low a m o u t h f u l o f 

h o m m i n y , or hoe cake, b u t are d r a w n 

o u t i n t o the field immediately , where 

they continue at hard labour, w i t h o u t i n -

termiff ion, t i l l n o o n , w h e n they go to 

their dinners , and are feldom al lowed 

an h o u r for that p u r p o f e ; their meals 

confiff o f h o m m i n y and fait, and i f their 

m a i l e r is a m a n o f h u m a n i t y , touched by 

the finer feelings of love and fenfibi l i ty, he 

allows them twice a week a l i t t le fat f k i m m -

ed m i l k , r a l l y bacon, o r fait h e r r i n g , to re­

n i n this miferablc and fcanty fare. T h e 

m a n 



m a n at this p lantat ion , i n l ieu o f thefe, 

grants his negroes an acre of g r o u n d , a n d 

a l l Saturday afternoon to raife g r a i n and 

p o u l t r y for themfelves. A f t e r they have 

dined, they r e t u r n to labor i n the field, 

u n t i l dufk i n the evening ; here one n a t u ­

ra l ly imagines the daily labor o f thefe poor 

creatures was over, not fo, they repair to the 

tobacco houfes, where each has a tafk o f 

( t r i p p i n g allotted w h i c h takes t h e m up fome 

h o u r s , or elfe they have fuch a quant i ty o f 

I n d i a n c o r n to h u l k , and i f they neglect, 

i t , are tied up i n the m o r n i n g , and re­

ceive a n u m b e r of lafhes f r o m thofe unfeel­

i n g monffers, the ovcrfeers, whofe mailers 

fuffer t h e m to excrcife their b r u t a l a u t h o ­

r i t y w i t h o u t conf lraint . T h u s by their 

n i g h t tafk, i t is late i n the evening before 

thefe poor creatures return to their fecond 

f c a n t y meal , a n d the t ime taken u p at i t 

encroaches u p o n their hours o f fleep, 

w h i c h for refrefhment o f food and fleep 

together 



together can never be reckoned to exceed 

eight. 

W h e n they lay thernfelves d o w n to reft, 

their comforts are equally miferable and 

l imi ted , for they lleep on a bench, or o n 

the g r o u n d , w i t h an e l d fcanty blanket, 

w h i c h ferves them at once for bed and co­

ver ing , their c loath ing is not lefs w r e t c h ­

ed, c o n f i d i n g o f a fhirt and trowfers o f 

coarfe, t h i n , hard, hempen ftuff, i n the 

Summer, w i t h an addition o f a very coarfe 

Woollen jacket, breeches and Ihoes i n 

W i n t e r . B u t fmcc the war , their mafters, 

for they cannot get the c l o a t h i n g as 

ufual , fuffer t h e m to go i n rags, a n d 

many i n a ftate o f nudity . 

T h e female Haves (hare labor and repofe 

juffc i n the fame manner , except a few w h o 

are term'd houfe negroes, and are employed 

i n houfehold drudgery. 

Thefe 



Thefe poor creatures are a l l fubmiff ion 

to injuries a n d i n f u l t s , and are obliged to 

be paflive, n o r dare they re f i l l or defend 

themfelves i f attacked, w i t h o u t the fmalleft 

p r o v o c a t i o n , by a white perfon, as the l a w 

directs the negroe's a r m to be cut off w h o 

raifes i t againfl a white perfon, f h o u l d i t 

be o n l y i n defence againf l w a n t o n bar­

bari ty and outrage. 

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g this h u m i l i a t i n g flate 

and r i g i d treatment to w h i c h this wretched 

race are fubject, they are devoid of care, 

a n d appear j o v i a l , contented and happy. 

I t is a fortunate circumftance that they 

poffefs, and are bleffed w i t h fuch an eafy 

fatisfied di fpof i t ion, otherwife they muff 

inev i tably fink under fuch a complicat ion, 

o f mifery and wretchednefs; what is f i n -

gular ly remarkable, they always carry out 

a piece of fire, and k i n d l e one near their 

w o r k , let the weather be ever fo hot and 

f u l t r y . 

As 



A s I have feveral times mentioned h o m ­

m i n y and hoe-cake, i t may n o t be amifs t o 

e x p l a i n t h e m : the former is made o f I n d i ­

an c o r n , w h i c h is coarfely broke, and b o i l ­

ed w i t h a few F r e n c h beans, t i l l i t is a l -

moft a p u l p . Hoe-cake is I n d i a n c o r n 

g r o u n d i n t o meal , kneaded into a d o u g h , 

and baked before a fire, but as the negroes 

bake theirs o n the hoes that they w o r k 

w i t h , they have the appel lat ion o f hoe-

cakes. Thefe are i n c o m m o n ufe a m o n g 

the inhabitants , I cannot fay they are p a -

lateable, for as to flavor, one made o f faw-

duft w o u l d be equally good, and n o t u n ­

like it i n appearance, but they are certa in­

l y a very ftrong and hearty food. 

H a v i n g given you a pretty good fketch 

o f thefe back-fettlers, i n m y next I fha l l 

he able to afford y o u fome account o f the 

country , and the lives and manners o f the 

people i n the lower parts of this province, 

for 



for i n a few days I am going to R i c h m o n d 

to purchafe fome l iquors and neceffaries, 

to render o u r f i tuat ion a l i t t le c o m f o r t -

. able, i n this dreary region o f woods a n d 

wretchednefs. I remain 

Y o u r s , Sec, 



L E T T E R L X I I I . 

Richmond, in Virginia, 
Feb. 12 1779. 

MY" D E A R F R I E N D , 

A F E W days after m y laft letter, w i t h 

* * * * y o u r fr iend J o h n f o n o f our regiment, 

I fet off for this place, and an u n c o m f o r t ­

able journey we had, as the feafon was 

unfavorable, and rendered trave l l ing very 

dangerous, o n account o f the fnow then 

° n the g r o u n d , and the cont inued falls 

° f fleet, t i l l our arr ival at this place. 

T h e country is fo m u c h covered w i t h 

woods, that y o u travel a l o n g t ime w i t h -
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out feeing an habi tat ion, (the firft we 

met w i t h , was near eighteen miles f r o m 

CharlottefVille) you can fcarcely conceive 

the difficulty i n f inding the proper roads, 

as they are hardly to be gueffed at by thofe 

w h o have often ufed to travel i n A m e r i c a ; 

w h e n one is bad, they make another i n a 

different direct ion, added to w h i c h , the 

planters, fans ceremonie t u r n a road to fuit 

their o w n convenience, and render it more 

commodious to their p lantat ion, i f per­

chance y o u meet an inhabitant and en­

quire y o u r way, his directions are, i f 

poflible, more perplexing than the roads 

themfelves, for he tells you to keep the 

r ight hand path, then y o u ' l l come to an 

o l d field, y o u are to crofs that, and tjren 

y o u ' l l come to the fence o f fuch a ones 

p lantat ion, then keep that fence, and 

y o u ' l l come to a road that has three forks, 

( w h i c h is their manner o f describing the 

partings i n the reads) keep the r ight hand 

fork for about ha l f a mi le , and then y o u ' l l 

come 



come to a creek, after y o u crofs that 

creek, y o u muft t u r n to the left, and 

then y o u ' l l come to a tobacco h o u f e ; 

after y o u have paffed that, y o u ' l l come to 

another road that forks, keep the r i g h t 

h a n d fork, and then y o u ' l l come to M r . 

fuch a ones ordinary, and he w i l l direct 

y o u . T h u s y o u fee i t requires the moft 

retentive memory to be able to proceed at 

a l l , i f unaccuftomed to the roads. , 

W e adopted a fmgular mode, w h i c h 

proved fortunate. O n e day after t r a ­

ve l l ing a ftraight road for near fifteen 

miles at the leaff, as we calculated b y 

our watches, d u r i n g the whole way, we 

neither met or overtook a l i v i n g creature, 

and were greatly at a lofs, as total ly u n ­

certain o f being i n the r ight road. O u r 

perplexities greatly increafed by the roads 

d i v i d i n g ; unacquainted w i t h the country , 

or i n what direct ion the place wre wif l ied 

to reach, lay. W e continued for a length 
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o f time undetermined w h i c h road to take, 

at laff m y companion propofed we m o u l d 

tofs u p a dollar, and i f heads, to take the 

r ight hand, i f tails, the le f t ; i t chanced 

to come u p heads, and we took the r i g h t 

hand road accordingly, w h e n after tra­

v e l l i n g about four miles, we came to the 

ordinary where we baited, the landlord of 

w h i c h informed us that had we taken 

the other road, we fhould have gone 

near fixteen miles further w i t h o u t feeing 

an houfe. 

H a v i n g feveral times mentioned an o r d i ­

nary, i t may not be amifs to acquaint y o u , 

that out of the p r i n c i p a l towns, a l l taverns 

and publ ic houfes are, i n V i r g i n i a , called 

ordinaries, and ' fa i th not improperly i n 

g e n e r a l ; they confifr. o f a l i t t le houfe p l a ­

ced i n a folitary f i tuat ion, i n the middle 

of the woods, and the ufual mode of des­
c r i b i n g the roads, is f r o m fuch an ordinary 

to 



to fuch a one, fo many m i l e s ; the enter­

tainment y o u meet w i t h is very poor i n ­

deed, feldom able to procure any other 

fare than eggs and bacon, w i t h I n d i a n 

hoe calks, and at m a n y of them not even 

t h a t ; the o n l y l iquors are peach brandy 

and whifkey. F o r this miferable fare they 

are not remifs i n m a k i n g pretty exorbitant 

charges; but I am not furprized that 

accommodation for travellers is fo bad, 

as I a m informed, before the war, the 

hofpital i ty o f the country was fuch, 

that travellers always ffopt at a p l a n t a ­

t i o n w h e n they wanted to refre.'h t h c m -

felves and their horfes, where they always 

met w i t h the m o i l courteous treatment, 

and were fupplied w i t h every t h i n g gra-

tuitouf ly ; and i f any n e i g h b o u r i n g p l a n t ­

ers heard of any gentleman being at one 

o f thefe ordinaries, they w o u l d fend a 

negroe w i t h a n i n v i t a t i o n to their o w n 

houfe. 

O n 



O n our journey to this place we over­

took a flock o f w i l d t u r k e y s ; a couple o f 

fpaniels we had w i t h us purfued them, 

and i t is incredible h o w fwift they r u n , as 

neither o f us, t h o u g h we gal loped o u r 

horfes, could overtake them, a l t h o u g h 

they r u n near t w o hundred yards before 

they took f l i g h t ; they appeared confider-

ably larger t h a n ours, and I a m t o l d , 

fometimes w e i g h t h i r t y or forty pounds 

each. Juff before we came to G o o c h l a n d 

C o u r t houfe, we faw the manner by w h i c h 

the inhabitants catch t h e m , they make a 

l o g fence of about twelve feet fquare, fe-

c u r i n g the top w i t h heavy logs, but before 

they cover i t over d i g a paifage f r o m 

the center, to the outfide of the fence, 

w h i c h is covered over fo as to admit l i g h t , 

and r o u n d about the entrance, and 

t h r o u g h this paffage they ffrew I n d i a n 

corn, as we l l as a quant i ty for them to 

feed o n w h e n i n the trap, the birds feeing 



the c o r n i n the infide, keep w a l k i n g r o u n d 

to gather i t , t i l l they meet that w h i c h is 

la id to conduct, them i n t o the paffage, 

w h i c h hav ing confumed, they keep eating 

on t i l l they get i n t o the trap, and thefe 

fool i fh birds, w h e n they w i t h to get out , 

i n Mead o f re turning the way they came i n , 

keep cont inual ly flying u p , by w h i c h 

means one or two out o f the flock, i n the 

m o r n i n g are f o u n d dead, and they fre ! 

cruentiy catch a flock o f ten or a dozen at 

a t ime i n this manner. 

A t W e i f h a m , about feven miles, the 

falls o f James R i v e r commence, w h i c h 

continue to about h a l f a mile below this 

place, where the tide comes up. T h e 

grand Aaplc commodity o f this province 

is tobacco, carried d o w n the river f r o m the 

back fettlcments to Weft-ham, u p o n canoes 

lafhed together, and then i t is brought by 

l a n d carriage to this place, as the falls 

prevent any c o m m u n i c a t i o n by water, 

Z 4 through 



t h r o u g h the diftance o f feven miles ; and 

d u r i n g the courfe o f that part o f the river, 

the water ruihes d o w n i n vaf l torrents, 

rag ing w i t h great impetuofity , and dafh-

i n g f r o m rock to rock w i t h a moff tre­

mendous noife, w h i c h may be heard for 

m a n y miles. 

A t this place t h e l a n d fuddenly rifes i n ­

to h i l l s o f a great height, a b o u n d i n g w i t h 

prodigious rocks, large ffones and trees; 

a n d as the f u m m i t o f m a n y o f thefe 

h i l l s h a n g over the f a l l i n g torrent o f 

James r iver, they c o m m a n d moff r o m a n ­

t ic profpecfs. 

A l i t t le below R i c h m o n d , the tide flows 

u p to the rocks o f the f a l l , and there 

James R i v e r is h a l f a mi le wide, at w h i c h 

place there are ferry-boats. 

A t the foot o f the falls there are three 

t o w n s ; R i c h m o n d , w h i c h is the largeff, 

feparated 



feparated b y a creek named Shoekoes, 

f r o m the t o w n of Shoekoes, that j o i n s i t ; 

thefe are o n the N o r t h fide o f the r iver, 

and o n the S o u t h fide {lands Chefterfield, 

but f r o m its f i tuat ion, more generally 

k n o w n by the name o f R o c k s B r i d g e ; 

f m a l l fioops come u p to the falls, and 

t w o miles lower, large m i p s come u p to 

load. 

I am i n f o r m e d , above the falls, the r iver , 

after heavy rains, fwells to a great height, 

and overflows a l l the l o w g r o u n d for feve-

r a l miles ; and at the falls, where the river 

is confined by the mountains that abrupt­

ly arife o n each fide, the noife, force, and 

unpetuofity o f the torrent, are m o l t dread­

f u l l y tremendous and a w f u l . 

M a n y gentlemen a r o u n d Richmond! , 

t h o u g h ftrongly attached to the A m e r i c a n 

caufe, have ( h e w n the l iberal i ty and h o f p i -

tal i ty fo peculiar to this province, i n their 

part icular 



part icular attention and civilities to o u r 

officers, w h o are quartered here, and i n 

the adjacent c o u n t r y ; among thofe w h o 

are m o i l d i f l ingui ihed i n this l ine, are C o ­

lonel R a n d o l p h , o f T u c k a h o e ; C o l o n e l 

G o o d , o f C h e f l e r h e l d ; C o l o n e l C a r y , o f 

W a r w i c k , & c . & c . T h e i l l iberal part o f 

their c o u n t r y m e n charge them w i t h being 

p a r t i a l to G r e a t - B r i t a i n , but thefe are 

gentlemen o f fixed principles , o f affluence 

and authority , and therefore defpife a l l 

popular c lamour. 

T h e r e happened the m o l t remarkable 

phenomenon a few nights ago, that we 

imagined m i g h t be peculiar to this cl imate, 

b u t at w h i c h we found the inhabitants ex­

ceedingly alarmed and terr i f ied; i t was a 

m o i l terrible ftorm of thunder and l i g h t ­

n i n g ; the day had been as piercingly keen 

and penetrating as any w e had felt this 

W i n t e r , and i n the evening the f lor in 

came o n ; the erufcations and fiafhes of 

l i g h t n i n g 



l i g h t n i n g inceffantly fol lowed each other 

i n quick and rapid tranfltions, and the j 

thunder was a conftant fucceflion o f l o u d 

contending peals; tins {form lafted near 

t w o h o u r s ; at its commencement, the air 

felt w a r m , w h i c h encreafed fo fart, that at 

one t ime it was intenfely h o t ; but as the 

f torm decreafed, fo the heat left us, and 

the next m o r n i n g was a lharp froft. 

A s I was w a l k i n g w i t h fome officers, I 

was fhewn a gentleman o f the t o w n , a 

M r . Fanchee, a furgeon and apothecary, 

w h o had the misfortune to have one o f his 

eyes gouged out , i t was happi ly i n t ime 

replaced, and there were hopes that he 

w o u l d recover the ufe of i t . I fhal l relate 

the way the accident happened, to fhew 

the ferocioufnefs o f the lower clafs i n this 

c o u n t r y ; this gentlemen wTas at play i n 

the b i l l i a r d - r o o m , where there were a 

number of gentlemen, and feveral of our 

officers: a l o w fel low, w h o pretends to 

gent i l i ty 



genti l i ty came i n , and i n the courfe o f 

play, fome words arofe, i n w h i c h he firft 

wantonly abufed, and afterward w o u l d 

infift o n fighting M r . Fauchee, d e f i l i n g at 

the fame t ime, to k n o w u p o n what terms 

he w o u l d fight, as the lower fort have 

various m o d e s ; M r . Fauchee declined 

any, faying, that he was total ly ignorant 

as to b o x i n g , but the other c a l l i n g himfel f 

a gentleman, he w o u l d meet h i m i n a gen­

t leman-l ike m a n n e r ; he had fcarcely u t ­

tered thefe words, before the other flew at 

h i m , and i n an inftant turned his eye out 

o f the focket, and w h i l e i t h u n g u p o n his 

cheek, the fel low was barbarous enough 

to endeavor to p luck i t entirely out, but 

was prevented. Y o u can eafily imagine 

what the officers w h o were prefent, muft 

have felt, as fpecf ators o f fuch a fcene, 

w h o were obliged to fuffer fuch a wretch 

to go off w i t h i m p u n i t y , their hands be­

i n g reftrained, by their parole, f r o m any 

interference. 

T h i s 



T h i s moft barbarous c u f l o m , w h i c h a 

favagc w o u l d blufh at being accufed of, is 

peculiar to the lower clafs o f people i n this 

province ; at one t ime i t was fo prevalent, 

that the G o v e r n o r and AfTembly were 

obliged to pafs a law w h i c h made it c r i m i ­

n a l , and that law is now i n force, but the 

rabble are fuch a lawlefs fet, efpecially 

thofe i n the back woods, that they are l i t ­

tle reffrained by any laws the State can 

pafs, and i n the back fettlement, this 

favage cuf lom prevails. 1 have feen 

a fel low, leckoned a great adept i n 

gouging, w h o conftantly kept the nails 

o f both his thumbs and fecond fingers very 

l o n g and p o i n t e d ; nay, to prevent their 

breaking or fp l i t t ing , i n the execution o f 

his diabolical intent ions, he hardened them 

every evening i n a candle. 

It is an univerfal o p i n i o n , that death is 

preferable to lofs o f fight, and as every 

occafion of quarre l l ing w i t h the officers is 

greedily 



greedily fought after, we feldom go out 

wi thout our fide arms. W h a t pi ty i t is, 

that a country where the fuperior clafs are 

o f fuch an hofpitable and friendly difpofi-

t i o n , m o u l d be rendered a lmof l unfafe to 

l ive i n by the barbarity of the people. 

T h a t I was but out o f i t , and once more 

i n O l d E n g l a n d , is the conffant prayer o f 

Y o u r s , & c . 

L E T -



L E T T E R LX IV . 

Richmond, in Virginia, 
Feb. itti, 1779. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I* H A V E been detained at this place 

beyond m y original, in tent ion by the 

hofpital i ty o f the ne ighbouring gentle­

men, w h o w o u l d not let me leave them 

w i t h o u t v i f i t i n g the whole circle j a m o n g 

the number was C o l o n e l Carey, w h o refides 

at W a r w i c k , where he has a moff fuperb 

houfe, near w h i c h are fome curious m i l l s 

and i r o n - w o r k s , whofe b u i l d i n g coff fome 

thoufands of pounds ; they have not o n l y 

been o f great emolument to himfelf , but 

very 



very beneficial to the publ ic . H i s houfe 

is fituated o n the border o f James R i v e r , 

and o n the oppofite fhore is another o f 

a M a j o r R a n d o l p h 3 i t may not be u n -

neceffary to obferve, that the R a n d o l p h s 

are defcended f r o m one o f the firif fettlers 

i n this province o f that name, and are fo 

numerous , that they are obliged, l ike the 

clans of Scotland, to be di f f ingui lhed by 

their places o f refidence. 

Peter iburgh being b u t a few miles f rom 

C o l o n e l Carey's, and feveral o f us , one 

evening, expreffing a defire to fee* that 

t o w n , but lament ing i t was out o f ' o u r 

parole. H e , the next m o r n i n g after break-

faff, faid, " Come , gentlemen, we ' l l m o u n t 

" out horfes, and take a ride before d i n -

" ner, to Peter iburgh," we expreffed h o w 

happy it w o u l d make us to accompany 

h i m , but were r e t r a i n e d by our parole, 

when he replied, " not fo, gentlemen," and 

produced a letter f r o m the A m e r i c a n C o m ­

m a n d i n g 



m a n d i n g Officer, grant ing us p e r m i f f i o n , 

this l i t t le circumftance I ment ion, to fhew 

that his hofpitality is accompanied w i t h 

true poiitenefs and attention. 

T h e t o w n o f Peter iburgh is fituated o n 

the borders of the A p a m a t o c k R i v e r , and 

o n the oppofite fhore are a few houfes, 

w h i c h is a k i n d o f fuburb, independant 

o f Peterfburg, called Pocahunta the 

p r i n c i p a l trade o f Peterfburg arifes f r o m 

the export ing of tobacco, depofited in. 

warehoufes and magazines, b u t before i t 

is lodged i n thefe \yarehoufes, i t is ex­

amined, to conf i rm it i n a proper ft ate for 

exportat ion by infpecfors, w h o prove the 

qual i ty o f the tobacco, and i f found good, 

they give the planter a receipt for fuch a 

quant i ty , and thefe receipts pafs current as 

cafh : T h u s any one depofiting tobacco i n 

thefe warehoufes, and obtaining a receipt, 

may go to W i l l i a m f b u r g , or any other 

city i n the province, and purchafe any 
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k i n d o f commodities, p a y i n g w i t h receipts, 

w h i c h circulate t h r o u g h a mult i tude o f 

hands before they come to the merchant 

w h o purchafes the tobacco for exporta­

t i o n ; thus this valuable commodity is 

equally B a n k flock, and current coin ; and 

the inhabitants, i n dcfcr ibing the prices o f 

their different purchafes, inflead o f faying 

" I gave fo many pounds for fuch an ar-

" t i d e ; " " I gave fo many hbgfheads o f 

< c tobacco." 

T h e Apamatocks R i v e r is nearly as wide 

as the T h a m e s , and runs i n t o the James 

R i v e r , about twelve miles f r o m the falls, 

w h i c h are a l i t t le above Peter iburgh, and 

juft below the falls, there is a large wooden 

bridge, at the t o w n o f Pocahunta , up t o 

Which floops, fchooners, and fmall veflels 

continual ly fai l . 

T h e t o w n o f Pocahunta is named after 

the daughter of a famous Indian Chief , or 

E m p e r o r 



E m p e r o r P o w h a t a n (which is the Indian 

name o f the James R i v e r ) w h o gave a l l 

the l a n d r o u n d this place to his daughter 

as a marriage p o r t i o n . 

A t Peter iburgh refides a M r s . B o w l i n g , 

w h o has conhderable warehoufes, befides 

a very extenfive plantat ion and eflates, 

whofe fon has married a very agreeable 

y o u n g lady, l ineal ly defcended f r o m P o ­

cahunta. Af ter C o l o n e l Carey had given 

us the brief hiff ory o f Pocahunta , relat ing 

to her f r iendih ip for the E n g l i f h , i n their 

firfl fettlement i n this province, and her 

m a r r y i n g an E n g l i f h m a n , w i t h w h o m ihe 

went to E u r o p e , he related the f o l l o w i n g 

anecdote o f a great man o f her o w n n a ­

t i o n , that flie had i n her fuite, w h e n ihe 

left V i r g i n i a : 

** T h i s m a n had orders f r o m P o w h a t a n 

** to count the people of E n g l a n d , and give 

" h i m an account o f their numbers. A s 

A a % " t h e 



" the Indians have no letters or figures 

" among them, he, at his going afhorc, 

" provided a f l ick , i n w h i c h he was to 

make a notch for every perfon he f a w ; 

" but he, as y o u may fuppofe, foon grew 

" weary, and threw away his f l ick : U p o n 

u his r e t u r n , the K i n g afked h i m h o w 

" many people there were ?" " He dcfred 

" him to count the flars in the fky, the leaves 

t{ upon the trees, and the fand on the fea 

<c fhore, for fo many people he faid were in 

" England." A t this conclufion, C o l o n e l 

Carey archly remarked, " D o n ' t y o u t h i n k 

*'* y o u cou'd make that reply to your K i n g , 

" i f he afked you how many people y o u 

" faw i n A m e r i c a ?" 

T h e tobacco warehoufes at Peterfburg, 

as w e l l as at R i c h m o n d , are crowded w i t h 

that commodity , as they cannot f ind p u r -

chafers, and the planters w i l l not export 

it themfelves, o n account of our numerous 

privateers j fome few merchants have ven-

i tured 



tured fmall floops to the Bermuda iflands, 

and have been fuccefsful; i t is o n l y thefe 

w h o have any commodities i n their (fores, 

the relf being fhut u p ; and I cannot help 

m a k i n g the fame reflection, at feeing fuch 

towns as Peteriburgh and R i c h m o n d i n 

the fame flare as that o f Lancafter, a l l 

trade being at a f land i n thefe places, 

where no doubt , before the war, i t muft 

have been very conhderable, thefe t w o 

towns having formerly fupplied the back 

fettlers w i t h a l l manner o f ftores for their 

plantations. Except i n the p r i n c i p a l cities, 

fuch as Bofton, N e w - Y o r k , and P h i l a d e l ­

phia , the towns have not various bran­

ches o f manufactures, fuch as l i n e n -

drapers, mercers, grocers, hofieis, h a -

berdafhers, ftationers, & c . but are a l l 

comprized under the name o f merchant 

and ftore-keeper \ and what are called 

fhops i n E n g l a n d , are here denominated 

ftores, w h i c h f u r n i f h every article i n l i fe, 

not o n l y neceifary but ornamental , and 

A a 3 even 



even jewel lery; exclufive of the great ftores 

i n the capital towns, there are fmalier 

ones fcattered a l l over the country. 

I fpent a few days at C o l o n e l R a n ­

dolph's , at T u c k a h o e , at whofe houfe the 

u fua l hofpital ity o f the country prevai led; 

i t is b u i l t o n a r i f ing g r o u n d , having a 

moft beauti ful and commanding profpecf 

o f James R i v e r , o n one fide is Tuckahoe, 

w h i c h being the Indian name o f that 

creek, he named his p lantat ion T u c k a h o e 

after i t ; his houfe feems to be bui l t fole-

l y to anfwer the purpofes of hofpital i ty, 

w h i c h being conftrucfed i n a different 

manner t h a n i n moft other c o u n t r i e s , I 

fha l l defcribe i t to y o u : It is i n the f o r m 

o f an H , and has the appearance o f two 

houfes, jo ined by a large f a l o o n ; each 

w i n g has two ftories, and four large rooms 

o n a floor ; i n one the fami ly refide, and 

the other is referved folely for vifitors : the 

faloon that unites them, is o f a confider-

able 



able magnitude, and o n each fide are 

doors ; the cei l ing is lofty, and to thefe 

they pr inc ipal ly retire i n the Summer, be­

i n g but l i tt le incommoded by the fun, 

a n d by the doors o f each of the houfes, 

and thofe o f the faloon being open, there 

i s a c o u t t a n t c i rcu la t ion o f a i r ; they are 

furni fhcd w i t h four fophas, two o n each 

fide, befides chairs, and i n the center there 

is generally a chandel ier; thefe faloons 

anfwer the two purpofes o f a cool retreat 

f r o m the .fcorching and fultry heat o f the 

cl imate, and o f an occafional b a l l - r o o m . 

T h e outhoufes are detached at fome difr 

tance, that the houfe may be open to the 

air o n a l l fides. 

C o l o n e l R a n d o l p h potteries that f o n d -

nefs for horfes, w h i c h I obferved was pecu­

l iar to the V i r g i n i a n s o f a l l (rations, fpar-

i n g n o trouble, pains, or expence, i n i m ­

p o r t i n g the befl ftock, and i m p r o v i n g the 

breed; and it was w i t h no l itt le pleafure 

A a 4 he 



he (hewed us a fine one, named Shake* 

fpeare, w h i c h he imported juft as the w a r 

commenced. T h e r e was a (table bui l t p u r -

pofely for this horfe, i n w h i c h was a recefs 

for a bed for the negroe who looked after 

i t , that he m i g h t be w i t h i t at n ight . 

T h i s horfe is o f a handfome dappled 

grey, about fixteen hands and a h a l f h i g h , 

w i t h a moff beautiful head and neck ; as 

to any other points about h i m , it is i m ­

potable to te l l , for the creature was fo 

amazingly pampered and fat, and being 

o f the race breed, his legs were fo fmal l 

and ( l im, that they appeared unable to 

fupport the weight o f his body, exactly 

l ike the horfes one fees painted i n o ld p ic­

tures ; the b e d idea y o u can poffibly f o r m 

o f his fize, is by te l l ing y o u , that f r o m 

his withers to his t a i l , there was fuch a 

groove of fat, that y o u m i g h t pour water 

u p o n his withers , and it w o u l d r u n i n a 

ftraight l ine d o w n his t a i l ; the horfe is 

obliged to be kept i n h i g h condi t ion, to 

enable 



enable h i m to receive the numerous vihtors 

attending on h i m i n the Spr ing . 

I n the courfe of a few days I m a l l re­

t u r n to Charlottefvil le, at w h i c h I am by 

n o means difpleafcd, for n o t w i t h f t a n d i n g 

the hofpital i ty and great attention fhewn 

me, I do not feel myfelf comme il jent, 

feeling that uneafy fenfation, w h i c h the 

E n g i i f h i n general poffefs, and w h i c h may 

be r idiculous perhaps, but i t is conff i tu-

t i o n a l , ariftfrs: f r o m a confeioufnefs o f its 

being out o f m y power to make a r e t u r n 

for the civilities fhewn me. I cannot but 

i n juftice fay, that i n a l l the gentlcmcns 

houfes I have vi l i ted, they never m u t e d , 

for w o u l d fuffer any converfation o n p o l i ­

ties ; fometimes, when alone w i t h the 

ladies, they w o u l d indulge and ral ly us a 

l i t t le , at o u r being prifoners, but a l l 

w i t h great good h u m o u r ; the only u n -

pleafant circumffance of the k i n d that I 

recollect was at Tuckahoe , where an offi­

cer 



cer fullered his vexation to overcome that 

gratitude he was b o u n d to fhew for the 

hofpital i ty he met w i t h . 

C o l o n e l R a n d o l p h every year made a 

prefent o f t w o hogfheads of tobacco to his 

daughter as a venture, to purchafe drefTes 

and ornaments, and the fhips had always 

been fo unfortunate as to be captured. A s 

feveral officers were f i t t ing w i t h the ladies, 

the converfation ran u p o n pol i t ics , w h e n 

M i f s R a n d o l p h innocent ly afked, " H o w 

" we came to be taken prifoners ?" the 

officer w i t h fome w a r m t h replied, " J Lift 

" as y o u r tobacco was, by a fuperior 

" force." I need not te l l you the diftrefs 

and confufion o f the y o u n g lady, as we l l 

as o f the officer himfelf, w h o immediately 

became conicious o f what he had faid, and 

for his i l l - t i m e d violence, he forfeited a l l 

c la im to the hofpital i ty o f T u c k a h o e . 

Y o u r s , & c , 



L E T T E R L X Y . 

"Jones's Plantation, near Charlottesville, 
in Virginia, April \o, 1779-

M Y D E A R F R I E N D , 

T P \ U R I N G m y journey to R i c h m o n d , 

Genera l P h i l l i p s and General Reidefel 

arrived at Charlottefvil le, and the day after 

their arr iva l , went to the b a r r a c k s ; they 

were greatly incenfed at the treatment the 

army met w i t h , at prefent the foldiers are 

more comfortably lodged, b u t had General 

P h i l l i p s feen them i n the ffate they were i n 

o n the firft arr iva l o f the troops, I t h i n k 

his w a r m t h o f temper and regard for them, 

w o u l d have la id h i m under the fame re-

flriction 



f tr ic f ion as at B o l t o n . T h e men have 

been exceedingly i l l fupplied w i t h p r o v i h -

ons i n general, h a v i n g meat o n l y twice or 

thrice a week, and for fome weeks none, 

what they get is fcarcely wholefome, this 

is at prefent what the poor fel lows term 

a fait , they not h a v i n g any meat ferved 

t h e m fince the twenty-f i f th o f lait m o n t h . 

Genera l P h i l l i p s has greatly exerted h i m -

felf fince his arr ival , and there are hopes 

that i n future, the troops w i l l be more 

regularly fupplied. 

Congrefs certainly are to be acquitted 

o f a l l this bad management, as they have 

been mifguided and duped by one of their 

o w n members, a C o l o n e l H a r v e y , who 

is a delegate for this Province . 

W h e n they paffed the refolve to detain 

us prifoners, contrary to the articles o f 

convention, the ftate o f Maifachufets 

deemed i t oppreffive, that i t m o u l d be 



obliged to fupport our army, as they h a d 

cheerfully fupplied their o w n troops w i t h 

more i n quota t h a n the other Provinces , 

and that as they had already fupplied our 

army for near a twelvemonth, it w o u l d be 

b u t equitable for the fouthern Provinces 

to partake of the b u r t h e n , they accord­

ing ly inftructed their delegates to apply 

to Congrefs for that purpofe. W h e n the 

m o t i o n was made, the peti t ion o f the 

State o f Maffachufets appeared founded 

upon equity, and i t was then confidered 

to what Province we Ihould be removed 

to , the Jerfeys and N e w - Y o r k Provinces 

were improper , as being the feat o f war , 

as to Penfylvania, that Province had been 

fo ravaged by the t w o armies, that they 

deemed i t incapable o f f u r n i i h i n g p r o v i -

f ion to fupply their o w n w i t h the quota 

allotted them. A s to M a r y l a n d , i t 

was fo fmall a Prov ince , i t d id not ad­

m i t o f any confideration, and V i r g i n i a 

was deemed the Province ben: calculated, 

f rom 



f r o m its extenfivenefs, as we l l as its fer t i ­

l i t y ; and that by (rationing the army h i 

the back fettlements, i t removed a l l fears 

of' any attempts o f a refcue, by a part o f 

the army f r o m N e w Y o r k . 

W h e n V i r g i n i a was fixed u p o n , , this 

C o l o n e l H a r v e y propofed to Congrefs, t o 

remove the convention t army to a tract o f 

l a n d that belonged to h i m about fix miles 

f r o m Charlottefvi l le , about four f r o m 

the blue mountains , and near t w o h u n ­

dred miles f rom the fea coaff, that i f C o n ­

grefs approved o f that f i tuation, he w o u l d 

engage to b u i l d barracks and lay i n p r o ­

visions by the enfuing S p r i n g . . T h i s p r o -

pofal meeting w i t h approbation, was 

paffed i n t o a refolve about the latter end 

o f laff June. 

C o l o n e l H a r v e y immediately reforted to 

V i r g i n i a , and fet a l l his negroes and a 

n u m b e r of the inhabitants to bui l t thefe 

barracks, 



barracks, and to collect prov i f ions ; af­

ter hav ing planned every t h i n g , he left 

the complet ion of i t to the management 

of his brother, and returned to Congrefs. 

H i s brother not poffeifmg fo m u c h act ivity 

a n d not being, perhaps, fo m u c h intereff -

ed i n the bufmefs, d i d n o t pay proper 

attention to i t , w h i c h was the caufe w h y 

the barracks were not finiihcd, and affairs 

being i n fuch a (fate of confuf ion on o u r 

arr iva l . W h e n C o l o n e l Harvey left V i r ­

g i n i a , he f u l l y imagined that every necef-

fary comfort and fupply of provifions 

w o u l d be ready for the reception o f the 

troops, at C h r i f l m a s ; being f u l l y fenfible 

that the log-huts, w o u l d be erected long-

before that t ime, and as to provif ions, he 

had left fuch directions as, i f obeyed, could 

not fai l y i t is juf t to obferve, that C o n ­

grefs confulted C o l o n e l H a r v e y previous 

to their paffing their refolves, and fend­

i n g their orders of o u r removal out of the 

MafTachufets State. 

T h e 



T h e houfe and plantat ion where Gene­

r a l P h i l l i p s refides is called Blenheim; the 

houfe was erected fhortly after that me­

morable battle i n G e r m a n y , by a M r . 

Carter , w h o was Secretary to the colony, 

and was his favorite feat o f refidence: I t 

ftands o n a lofty eminence, commanding 

a very extenfive profpecf, and is b u i l t 

after the manner o f that I have defcrib-

ed to you i n m y laft. T h e prefent p r o ­

prietor, Colonel Carter, pouches a moft 

affluent fortune, and has a variety of feats, 

i n fituations far furpafting this o f B l e n ­

h e i m , w h i c h he fullers to go to r u i n ; and 

w h e n General P h i l l i p s took i t , this c h a r m ­

i n g manfion was crouded w i t h negroes, 

fent f r o m various other plantations, to 

clear a fpot o f g r o u n d a few miles off: 

T h e tract, o f l a n d C o l o n e l Carter pofleiles 

i n this province is immenfe, and his ftock 

o f nesrroes the moft numerous, he being 

poffeffed o f one thoufand five hundred o n 

his different plantations. 

T h e 



T h e firft n ight after our leaving R i c h ­

m o n d , I flept at- an elegant v i l l a , called 

Belvidera, w h i c h formerly belonged to a 

C o l o n e l B i r d , w h o diftinguifhed h imfe l f 

greatly i n the laft war, i n that fad difafter 

o f General Braddock's. H e pollened a 

moft affluent fortune, a n d was proprietor 

o f a l l the lands r o u n d the falls for many 

miles, as wel l as the greateft part o f 

the lands round the t o w n o f R i c h m o n d . 

H i s great abilities and perfonal accom-

pli fhments, were univerfal ly efteemed, 

but being infatuated w i t h play, his af­

fairs, at his death, were i n a deranged 

ftate. T h e widow w h o m he left w i t h 

eight chi ldren, has, by prudent manage­

ment, preferved out o f the wreck of his 

princely fortune, a beautiful houfe, at a 

place called Weftover, u p o n James R i v e r , 

fome perfonal property, a few plantations, 

a r * d a number o f Haves. T h e grounds 

around the houfe at Weftover, are la id 

out i n a moft beautiful manner and w i t h 

V O L . II . B b great 



great tafle, and f r o m the river appear 

del ightful . 

F r o m m y obfervations and remarks i n 

my late journey, i t appeared to me, that 

before the war, the fpirit o f equality or 

level l ing p r i n c i p a l was not fo prevalent i n 

V i r g i n i a , as i n the other provinces; and 

that the different claries o f people i n the 

former fupported a greater d i f l i n c f i o n 

than thofe of the l a t t e r ; but fince the 

war , that pr inciple feems to have gained 

great g r o u n d i n V i r g i n i a ; an inffance of 

i t I faw at C o l o n e l Randolph's , at T u c k a ­

hoe, where three country peafants, w h o 

came u p o n bufmefs, entered the room 

where the C o l o n e l and his company were 

f i t t ing, took thcmfeives chairs, drew near 

the fire, began fpi t t ing, p u l l i n g off their 

country boots a l l over m u d , and then 

opened their.bufmefs, w h i c h was l i m p l y 

about fome continental flour to be 

g r o u n d at the Colonel's m i l l : W h e n 

they 



they were gone, fome one obferved what 

great liberties they t o o k ; he replied, i t 

was unavoidable, the fpirit o f indepen­

dency was converted into equality, and 

every one w h o bore arms, effeemed h i m * 

felf u p o n a foot ing w i t h his neighbour, 

and concluded w i t h faying, " N o doubt, 

u each of thefe men conceives himfelf, i n 

" every refpect, m y equal." 

There were, and ft i l l are, three degrees o f 

ranks among the inhabitants, exclufive o f 

negroes; b u t I am afraid the advantage o f 

d i f t inct ion w i l l never exift again i n this 

country , i n the fame manner i t d id before 

the commencement o f hoftilities. 

T h e firft clafs confifts o f gentlemen o f 

the b e d families and fortunes, w h i c h are 

more refpeclable and numerous here, 

than i n any other p r o v i n c e ; for the 

moft part they have had l iberal educations, 

poffefs a t h o r o u g h knowledge of the w o r l d , 
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w i t h great eafe and freedom i n their m a n ­

ners and converfation, many of them 

keep their carriages, have handfome fcr-

vices of plate, and wi thout exception, 

keep their if uds, as wel l as fets o f h a n d ­

fome carriage horfes. 

T h e fecond clafs confi l is o f fuch a 

ffrange mixture o f characters, and o f fuch 

various defcriptions of occupations, being 

nearly ha l f the inhabitants , that i t is diffi­

cult to afcertain their exact criterion and 

leading feature. T h e y are however, hof-

pitable, generous, and f r i e n d l y ; but for 

w a n t of a proper knowledge o f the w o r l d , 

and a good education, as wel l as f r o m 

their c o n t i n u a l intercourfe w i t h their 

flaves, over w h o m they arc accuffomed 

to tyrannize, w i t h a l l their good qualities, 

they are rude, ferocious, and haughty, 

m u c h attached to gaming and diffipation, 

part icularly horfe-racing and cock- l ight­

ings 



i n g ; i n ihort , they f o r m a moff unac­

countable combinat ion o f qualities and 

principles directly bppofite and contra­

dictory, many o f them having t h e m 

ftrangely blended w i t h the belt and 

w o r n - of principles, the moff valuable and 

moff worthlefs, m a n y pouerhng elegant 

accomplifhments and favagc brutal i ty , and 

notwithstanding a l l this mconfiftency o f 

character, numbers are valuable members 

o f the c o m m u n i t y , and very few deficient 

in ' in te l lec tua l faculties. 

T h e t h i r d clafs, w h i c h , i n general, c o m -

pofes the grcateft part o f m a n k i n d , are 

fewer i n V i r g i n i a , i n p r o p o r t i o n to the 

inhabitants, than perhaps i n any other 

country i n the w o r l d ; yet even thofe w h o 

are rude, i l l ibera l , and noify, w i t h a t u r ­

bulent difpofit ion, are generous, k i n d , 

and hofpitable. W e are induced to i m a ­

gine there is fomething peculiar i n the 

B b 3 climate 



climate of V i r g i n i a , that fhould render a l l 

claffes of fo hofpitable a difpofit ion. 

T h e lower people poffefs that i m p e r t i ­

nent curiof i ty , fo very difagreeable and 

troublefome to flrangers, but i n no de-

degree equal to the inhabitants of N e w -

E n g l a n d , they are averfe to labor, m u c h 

addicted to l iquor , and when intoxicated, 

, extremely favage and revengeful j nay, at 

fuch times, revenge infults o f l o n g date, 

even after they have been amicably adjufi-

e d , for the i n f u l t arif ing i n their minds, 

and the new friendfhip totally forgotten, 

they feek their object w i t h keen attention, 

and fatiate their paffion w i t h favage bar­

barity. 

T h e i r amufements are the fame w i t h 

thofe o f the m i d d l i n g fort, w i t h the addi­

t i o n of b o x i n g matches, i n w h i c h they dif-

play fuch barbarity, as f u l l y marks their 

innate 



innate ferocious difpofit ion. A n E n g l i f h 

b o x i n g match, though a difgrace to a 

polifhed nat ion, is h u m a n i t y itfelf, c o m ­

pared w i t h the V i r g i n i a n mode o f f ight­

i n g ; for, previous to the combatants 

f a l l i n g too, they enter into an agreement, 

whether all advantages are allowable, 

w h i c h are b i t i n g , gouging, and ( i f I may 

fo term it) Ahelarding each other. I f thefe 

three preliminaries are agreed u p o n , they 

inftantly fa l l to, and, after fome l i tt le 

ftruggling, ieize u p o n their adverfaries 

w i t h their teeth. W h a t is very remark­

able, and flievvs what coolnefs there muft 

be i n thefe difputes, and that they are not 

whol ly the effect o f anger is , that whatever 

terms are fpecified, i f only one or two out 

of the three conditions, let the conflict be 

ever fo fevere, they never infr inge on any 

other. 

Vegetables not being over abundant i n 

thefe back woods at any t ime, and there 
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a great deficiency o f them i n the S p r i n g of 

year, the we adopt the cuf lom o f the i n h a ­

bitants w h o gather the leaves o f the poke-

plant , juftas they fhoot above g r o u n d and 

are tender and f o f t ; i t is no bad fubit itute 

for fpinnage, and greatly refembles i t i n 

flavor, yet great care muff be taken i n ga­

ther ing of i t , that i t is neither too o ld , 

n o r the ftalk g r o w n , for i n that cafe, i f 

i n breaking off the upper fprouts, you 

leave any part that is woody, the confe­

quence o f eating it is inevitable death, as 

i t purges the body to excefs. N o t w i t h -

' H a n d i n g this p lant has this pernicious 

qual i ty , the children eat the berries o f i t 

i n the A u t u m n , wi thout any i l l confe­

quence attending i t . T h e juice o f the 

berries produces a moft beautiful cr imfon 

color, the finefl i n the w o i l d , but n o me­

t h o d has yet been f o u n d to fix i t , as cloths 

and woollens dyed w i t h i t fade very foon. 

M a n y perfons of great ingenuity and chy-

mica l 



m i c a l knowledge have endeavored, at fix­

i n g of this color, w h i c h is fought after 

w i t h as m u c h eagernefs as the philofo^ 

pher's ftone, and no doubt w o u l d be 

equal ly as beneficial, i f attained. 

Y o u r s , & c . 

L E T -



L E T T E R E X V L 

Jones's Plantation, near Charlottefvilk, 
in Virginia, May 12, 1779. 

M Y D E A R F R I E N D , 

F E W days ago the flag o f truce, 

* w i t h c loathing for the army arrived 

at R i c h m o n d , and among the great n u m ­

ber of letters delivered out , I had a great 

mort i f icat ion, as wel l as difappointment, 

not to receive a fingle one, furely m y 

friends muff imagine, at fuch a dif-

tance i n thefe endlefs woods, that it is 

next to an impof l ib i l i ty a letter can reach 

m e ; i t certainly w o u l d afford me great 

pleafure to hear that they were alive and 

wel l . 



A s to the reft, I w o u l d difpenfe w i t h . I 

wr i te cont inual ly f r o m time to t i m e ; ne­

ver thelefs, f r o m the uncertainty o f c o n ­

veyance, the fame accufation may h o l d 

good againft me. 

Y o u r o ld fr iend C l a r k , o f Bofton, w h o 

is our Commiffary o f Provif ions, lately 

arrived f r o m N e w - Y o r k , I fpent a few 

clays w i t h h i m at his quarters j exclufive 

o f flie great f u n d o f i n f o r m a t i o n and 

amufement, w h i c h I derived f r o m a n u m b e r 

o f E n g l i f h news-papers and magazines he 

brought w i t h h i m , I was informed o f the 

tranfacf ions that happen upon this c o n t i ­

nent, a m o n g the reft, w i t h a f u l l account 

° f the retreat o f our army f r o m P h i l a d e l ­

phia to N e w - Y o r k . 

Y o u may recollect, i n a former letter, I 

mentioned, that a good retreat was looked 

° n as the chef icewore o f a commander, and 

i n this retreat, I t h i n k Sir H e n r y C l i n t o n 

has 



has clearly evinced i t , and demonflrated, 

that he is equally as judicious and able as 

he is brave, i n Surmount ing the i n n u m e r ­

able difficulties and dangers he had to en­

counter : H i s way lay entirely through an 

enemy's country, univerfal ly hoftile, and 

where he could expect no affiftance; there­

fore, previous to his fetting out o n this 

dangerous retreat, he took the precaution 

o f provid ing for a l l exigencies, and a large 

quant i ty of provifions was a neceifary, 

t h o u g h not a fmal l incumbrance, as wel l 

as the baggage of the army w h i c h ac­

companied i t , f o r m i n g a l ine o f inarch 

o f near twelve miles i n extent ; efpecially 

w h e n it is confidered this army had to pafs 

t h r o u g h a country i n t e r f e r e d w i t h h i l l s , 

woods, rivers, defiles, and difficult pafles} 

f r o m thefe caufes, the m a r c h o f the army 

being flow, afforded the Americans time 

to alienable, w h i c h they readily d id to har-

rafs i t , and i n a fhort t ime W a f h i n g t o n 

had 



had collected a fufncient force to render its 

movements extremely dangerous. 

W h e n Sir H e n r y C l i n t o n obferved the 

Americans were meditating an attack, he 

natural ly concluded, i t was w i t h a view to 

cut off the baggage and rear of the army, 

w h i c h , f r o m its extent, he was fearful 

m i g h t be eafily accomplifhed. H e told 

C l a r k to i n f o r m General P h i l l i p s , among 

other descriptions o f the battle, that the 

day before he fat u p o n a ffone for 

near an h o u r v iewing the baggage as i t 

palled a long, and debating i n his o w n 

m i n d , whether he m o u l d not give inftant 

orders to deflroy i t . A t length, as he c o n ­

cluded i t w o u l d be a matter o f great e x u l ­

tation w i t h the Americans, and a difgrace 

to the B r i t i f h army, he determined to pre-

ferve i t at a l l events; therefore, o n the 

day o f the action at M o n m o u t h , he fent 

forward the baggage, early i n the m o r n -



i n g , under the care of General K n y p -

haufen, i n order that it m i g h t proceed 

w i t h o u t moleftation. 

T h e various movements, and p o l l -

t ions o f both armies i n that engagement, 

and the iffue o f i t , as you muff have feen 

i t i n Sir H e n r y C l inton 's official account, 

I fhal l pafs i t over, only g i v i n g y o u this 

o p i n i o n o f that battle, w h i c h he fent by 

C l a r k to General P h i l l i p s — a f t e r h a v i n g 

g iven a particular defcription o f i t , S i r 

H e n r y C l i n t o n drew fome r o u g h fketches 

o f the various grounds and pofitions taken 

d u r i n g the act ion. A t length, recollect­

i n g himfelf , he faid, " C l a r k , y o u muff 

'* not take thefe, for i f the Americans 

" f ind them on you, they ' l l certainly hang 

" y o u ; therefore, only te l l General P h i l w 

" l ips , ' that on that day I fought upon 

u velvet,* he w i l l fu l ly underfland me.'* 

A very 



A very l ingular circumftance took place 

i n that battle, w h i c h fu l ly marks the c o o l -

nefs and deliberation, t h o u g h i n the heat 

of act ion, o f Sir H e n r y C l i n t o n : A s he 

was reconnoitr ing, w i t h two o f his A i d de 

C a m p s , at the fl iort t u r n i n g of two roads, 

they met w i t h an A m e r i c a n officer, ex­

ceedingly wel l mounted u p o n a black 

horfe, w h o , u p o n difcerning them, made 

a ftop, and looked as i f he wifhed to ad­

vance to fpeak to them, when one o f S i r 

H e n r y Cl inton 's A i d de Camps fired a pif-

t o l at h i m , and he inftantly rode off. Sir 

H e n r y was m u c h difpleafed at his A i d 

ue C a m p , and cenfured h i m for being 

fo hafty, adding, he was confident that 

the m a n wifhed to fpeak to h i m , and 

perhaps, m i g h t have given intelligence 

that w o u l d have been very effential, re­

m a r k i n g , that w h e n he was i n G e r m a n y 

laft w rar, and reconnoitr ing w i t h Pr ince 

Ferdinand, a m a n rode up i n a f imilar 

manner, 



manner, and gave fuch inttelligcnce as 

decided the fate o f the day. 

T h e weather becomes very unpleafant, 

be ing for the moff part o f the day intenfely 

h o t ; notwi th i fanding , the poor negroes 

are expofed to the heat a l l day long, hoe­

i n g tobacco, even at n o c n , when the rays 

o f the fun are f c o r c h i n g ; yet, w i t h a l l 

this heat, they fcarcely perfpire ; there 

certainly muft be fome natural endow­

ments, through w h i c h thefe poor creatures 

are able to withffand this exceflive h e a t ; 

i t cannot be their color, for we wel l k n o w 

that black attracts the rays o f the fun 

more than any other, and therefore i m a ­

gine it m u l l proceed f rom the oi ly fub-

ffance cont inual ly o o z i n g out of the pores; 

for I remarked, even i n the cokieit wea­

ther, their (kins always appear glofly» 

and certain i t ' i s , they are cpnfider-

ably fmoother than ours, w h i c h m u i l pro­

ceed f r o m the caufes I have afligned, 1 

obferved 



obferved, f rom the negro to the m u l a t t o , 

and they have their various t inges ; they 

a l l perfpired i n p r o p o r t i o n , the further 

they remove f r o m the blaek, and white 

people confiderably more t h a n any. 

H a v i n g mentioned that there are m u l a t -

toes o f various tinges, i t may not be amifs 

to i n f o r m y o u f r o m whence i t arifes, and 

n o doubt, but y o u w i l l be furpr ized, w h e n 

I tel l y o u i t is by the planters h a v i n g i n -

tercourfe w i t h their negroes, the iffue o f 

w h i c h being a mulatto , and h a v i n g a c o n ­

nect ion w i t h that fhade becomes l i g h t e r ; 

as. an inffance, I remarked at C o l o n e l 

Cole's, o f w h o m I have made m e n t i o n ; 

there were mulattoes of a l l t inges, 

f r o m the firft remove, to one ajjnoft 

w h i t e ; there were fome o f them y o u n g 

women, w h o were really beauti ful , be ing 

extremely wel l made, and w i t h pretty de­

licate features; a l l o f w h i c h I was i n ­

formed,, were the Colonel 's o w n . I 

V O L . I I . C C could 



c o u l d not help reflecting, that i f a m a n 

had an intercourfe w i t h his flavcs, i t 

was fhameful i n the extreme, to make his 

o w n offspring f o ; for thefe muiattoes 

w o r k equally the fame as thofe w h o come 

f r o m A f r i c a : T o be fure, y o u may fay, 

i t is a pleafant method to procure flaves 

at a cheap rate. I imagine there could 

not be lefs than twenty or th ir ty m u ­

iattoes o f this defcr ipt ion, at C o l o n e l 

Coles's, notwithstanding he has a very 

agreeable and beautiful wife, by w h o m 

he has had eight c h i l d r e n . 

Y o u k n o w as to the p r i n c i p a l employ­

ment o f the poor negroes, I fhal l n o w 

give y o u a defcription o f the method to 

cult ivate and cure the grand flapie c o m ­

m o d i t y of this province, tobacco. 

T h i s p lant i * a native o f A m e r i c a , and 

o f very ancient ufe, t h o u g h it was neither 

fo generally cult ivated, n o r fo wel l m a n u ­

factured, 



fafrured, as i t has fince the province has 

been fettled w i t h Europeans j for the I n ­

dians made ufe o f i t , by gathering the 

leaves as i t grew fpontaneoufly: T h e 

p lant , at its proper height, is nearly as t a l l 

as a middle l i zed m a n , the ffalk is ftrait, 

hairy , and exceeding c l a m m y ; the leaves 

g r o w alternately o f a faded yel lowifh 

green, and towards the lower part o f the 

p lant o f great magnitude* 

T h e feeds of tobacco are firfl f o w n i n 

beds, f r o m whence they are tranfplanted 

the firft rainy weather into a g r o u n d dif-

pofed into l i t t le h i l locks , fomething f imi lar 

to our hop gardens; i n about a month 's 

t ime f r o m their t ranfplant ing, they g r o w 

about a foot h i g h , they then top t h e m 

and prune off the fuckers and lower leaves, 

and then, w i t h the greatefl attention, are 

cleaned twice a week f r o m weeds and 

w o r m s , by w h i c h y o u w i l l perceive what 

unmenfe labor there muft be o n a large 
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plantat ion, where they grow n o t h i n g b u t 

tobacco. I n about fix weeks after being 

topped and pruned, the plant attains its 

f u l l g r o w t h , and then begins to t u r n 

b r o w n i l h , and thefe marks are the c r i ­

ter ion b y w h i c h they judge the tobacco 

to be ripe. 

T h e plants are thus cut d o w n as f a i l as 

they r ipen and are heaped up • and as 

m u c h as is gathered i n a day lies i n this 

{late a n ight to fweat ; the next day it is 

carried to the tobacco-houfe, w h i c h is fo 

c o n i t r u c l c d , as to admit o f as m u c h air 

as is requifite, and at the fame time keep­

i n g out the r a i n ; the plants are then 

h u n g fcparately to dry for four or five 

weeks, and the f irf l m o i d weather after, 

they are taken d o w n , for unlefs the plants 

were damped, they w o u l d crumble to duh\ 

they are then laid upon n i c k s , and cover­

ed up clofe to fweat for a week or two 

l o n g e r ; then the negroes ftrip and fort 

t h e m , 



them, the top being the b e d , and the 

bottom the worft tobacco ; they then p u t 

the leaves into hogfheads, or f o r m t h e m 

into r o l l s ; wet feafons muft be careful ly 

la id h o l d on for this laft procefs, other-

wife the tobacco w i l l not be fuffkiently 

pl iable. T h e c u l t i v a t i o n o f this p lant 

may appear extremely fimple, but it is i m -

pofhble to defcribe to y o u the immcnfe 

labor, care and fatigue there is 'at tending 

i t , f rom the rirft fetting the feeds to the 

packing it i n hogfheads, and the great a n ­

xiety the perfon w h o fupcrir:• tends i t has 

for t h r o u g h the whole procefs i t requires 

the utmoft f k i l l and judgment . 

T r a v e l l i n g i n this country is extremely 

dangerous, efpecially i f i t is the lea ft 

w i n d y , f r o m the number o f rotten pines 

c o n t i n u a l l y b l o w i n g d o w n $ after a ftorm, 

i t is no u n c o m m o n t h i n g to t u r n i n t o 

the woods fix or 'feven times i n the fpace 

o f a mi le , to pafs the trees that have 

C c 3 been 



been b l o w n i n t o and choak u p the r o a d ; 

even i n ca lm weather i t is not altogether 

fafe, for there are o l d rotten pines, divert­

ed of a l l their branches, w h i c h totter w i t h 

the lead breeze. A n accident happened 

a few days fince, by the f a l l i n g of one o f 

thefe trees, i n w h i c h M a d a m e de Reidefel, 

w i t h t w o o f her chi ldren, had a very nar­

r o w efcape: as fhe was g o i n g to the bar­

racks i n . her poff-chaife, w h e n the car­

riage had paffed a wooden bridge ( w h i c h 

are of themfelves very terrific, being o n l y 

fo many r o u g h logs la id acrofs beams, 

w i t h o u t any fafe-guard o n each fide) a n 

o l d rotten pine fe l l directly between the 

horfes and the chaife, b u t providential ly 

d i d no other damage, than c r u f i l i n g the 

t w o fore-wheels to pieces and l a m i n g one 

o f the horfes. 

N o t be ing overff ocked w i t h frefh p r o v i ­

fions, I accompanied feveral other officers 

t o the woods, to procure a few rabbi . •; 

i f 



i f the dogs once get fcent o f them they are 

foon taken, for they do not b u r r o w as ours 

do i n E n g l a n d , but r u n u p h o l l o w trees, 

1 b k h they w i l l c l i m b to a conhderable 

;ht, but f r o m w h i c h place o f refuge 

y are taken by p u t t i n g u p a h i c k o r y 

i a p h n g , fpl i t at the end and t w i l l e d i n 

their Ikins. A s we were employed in. 

catching thefe rabbits, the dogs kept an 

inceffant b a r k i n g at the branch o f a tree, 

and w h e n we came up to them, we f o u n d 

an ppol fum, fufpendcd at the extremi­

ty i the branch by its ta i l , w h i c h this 

creature always does when p u r f u e d ; we 

fent a i l i v a n t up the tree, w h o i h o o k h i m 

off, and he fe l l a m o n g the dogs, f r o m 

w h o m he d i d n o t make the lead attempt 

to elcape, but appeared as i f dead. It was 

taken and carried home, a l l w h i c h t ime i t 

fhewed no other figns o f life than gently 

b r e a t h i n g ; i t was put i n a court-yard, 

where i t could not efcape, and we watched 

it for near h a l f an hour , d u r i n g w h i c h i t 
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never moved, b u t lay as d e a d ; at laft, i t 

gently raifed its head, l o o k i n g a l l around, 

and not perceiving any danger, i m m e ­

diately ran off, W e opened the door and 

let out the dogs, w h o p u r f u i n g i t , the 

' creature lay d o w n as before, w i t h o u t (hew­

i n g any figns o f hfe, n o r w o u l d they 

- meddle w i t h i t , but were r e t u r n i n g b a c k ; 

we went out and fet the dogs at i t , and 

Tiotwithff anding two fpirited fpaniels w o r ­

ried and (hook, nay, even fnapped its very 

bones, w h i c h we could ditt inct ly hear, 

the creature never fhewed any fymptoms 

o f l i fe. Af ter the dogs had worried i t , and 

broke a lmoi f every bone i n its body, w h i c h , 

perhaps y o u w i l l fay, d id not rerlecr. m u c h 

credit to our h u m a n i t y , a heavy If one 

was dropt o n its head, to end its tortures; 

a n d even then, at p a r t i n g w i t h life, 

i t fcarcely f f ruggled; b u t this mode o f 

fe igning death, is w h a t preferves this 

creature f rom the m o u n t a i n cat, and other 

carniverous animals , 

A few 



A few days ago, I went w i t h feveral 

officers to fee a a diverfion pecul iar to this 

country , termed quarter-racing, w h i c h is 

a match between two horfes, to r u n a 

quarter of a mile i n a ffraight d irect ion, 

and near moft of the ordinaries, there is 

a piece o f ground cleared i n the woods 

for that purpofe, where there are t w o 

paths about fix or eight yards afunder, 

w h i c h the horfes r u n i n , this diver­

fion is a great favorite o f the m i d d l i n g 

and lower claffes, and they have a breed 

o f horfes to perform i t w i t h aftonifhing 

velocity, beating every other for that dis­

tance w i t h the greater! eafe. I t h i n k I 

can, w i t h o u t the leaft exaggeration, affert, 

that even the famous Ec l ip fe could not ex­

cel them i n fpeed, for our horfes are fome 

t ime before they are able to get i n t o f u l l 

fpeed, a n d thefe are trained to fet out i n 

that manner the m o m e n t o f ftarting. I t 

^ the moft ridiculous amufement imagine-

able, for i f you happen to be l o o k i n g ano­

ther 



ther way, the race is terminated before 

y o u can t u r n your head ; notwithstanding 

w h i c h , very confiderable fums are betted 

at thefe matches. W e flayed and faw fe-

veral , and then returned, as we were g iv­

en to underffand, that after the races 

were finifhed, the day wa3 concluded 

w i t h feveral o f thofe h o r r i d b o x i n g -

matches I defer ibed to you i n my laft, 

a n d that two or three dar ing fellows had 

faid they w o u k l feek a quarrel w i t h the 

B r l t i f n officers ; therefore we left thefe 

b u c K - l k i n s to fight by themfelves, a-pro-

pos, i t may n o t be amiis to explain this 

epithet w h i c h was given to the V i r g i n i ­

ans, by the N e w Englanders , (in. retal i­

a t ion for their ca l l ing them Yankees) i n 

a l l u f i o n to their ancestors, being hunters , 

and fel l ing buck, or rather deer-fkins, 

for there are no roc-bucks i n V i r g i n i a . 

Thefe races are o n l y a m o n g the fcttlcrs 

i n the inter ior parts o f this P r o v i n c e , for 

they 



they arc m u c h laughed at and r idiculed 

by the people i n the lower parts, 

about R i c h m o n d and other great t o w n s ; 

at W i l l i a m i b u i g , is a very excellent courfe 

for two, three, or four mi le heats, 

where there are races every S p r i n g and 

F a l l ; they r u n for purfes are generally 

rai led by fubfc i ip t ion , and the horfe 

that wins two four-mile heats, out o f 

three, is entit led to the pr ize , w h i c h is 

one hundred pounds the f i r f l day's run--

n i n g , and fifty pounds every other day, 

and thefe races c o m m o n l y la f l a week; 

at w h i c h very capital horfes are f latted, 

that w o u l d make no contemptable figure 

at N e w m a r k e t , 

T h e r e are t w o forts o f infects extreme­

l y troublefbme, w h i c h are t h e w o o d -

t ick , and the feed-tick; the former are 

about the fize, and greatly refemble a 

h u g , retort ing m o f l l y u p o n trees a n d 

l'uihes, f r o m w h i c h , i f they f a l l u p o n y o u , 

they 



they fix their probofcis in to the pores o f 

the f k i n , and fuck the blood t i l l they arc 

o f an enormous fize, and then drop oft"; 

they are exceedingly troublefome to the 

cat t le ; the latter derive their name f r o m 

not being m u c h larger t h a n fmal l feed; 

thefe are chiefly u p o n the l o n g grafs, and 

i f they get o n y o u , being fo fmal l , they 

enter the pores o f the f k i n , w h i c h cccafion 

a violent i r r i t a t i o n , and i f rubbed, is at­

tended w i t h very dangerous confequences, 

as i t inevitably brings on an i n f l a m m a ­

t i o n , and fornetimes a mort i f icat ion • the 

only mode o f preventing any o f thefe c o n ­

fequences, is to fumigate the parts affected 

w i t h tobacco, w h i c h penetrating the pores, 

deftroys the infects. 

T h e r e is a fhrub peculiar to this p r o ­

vince, that bears a fmal l f lower, w h i c h the 

inhabitants t e i m thd bubby flower, i t re 

fcmbles that w h i c h grows on clover grafs, 

and has peculiar qualit ies, for i t retains its 

grateful 



grateful and odoriferous perfume for a 

length of t ime after being gathered, and 

as it withers, cncreafes.j the name given 

to the flower arifes f r o m a cuftom that the 

w o m e n have of p u t t i n g this f lower d o w n 

their bofoms, let t ing i t remain there t i l l 

i t has loft a l l its grateful perfume, 

H a v i n g fome bufmefs w i t h C o l o n e l 

B l a n d , o f w h o m I made ment ion i n a f o r ­

mer letter, I went to his houfe j u f l as he 

h a d mounted horfe, but he, w i t h the 

politenefs w h i c h , but i n juftice to h i m , -1 

muft fay, he fhews to the B r i t i i h officers, 

d i fmountcd , and invited me i n , and after 

c o m m u n i c a t i n g m y bufmefs, u p o n m y 

t a k i n g leave o f h i m , not w i t h ( landing his 

politenefs and attention, I could not he lp 

mai l ing at the pompofity , and the great 

importance he afliimes, to make h i m -

felf appear to us confequential 3 for to 

convince us that he was converfant w i t h 

the F r e n c h language, having mounted his 

horfe 



horfe w i t h o u t his fword, he called to % 

negro, he had purchafed f r o m one o f 

the F r e n c l i W e f t - I n d i a n i i lands , to b r i n g 

i t h i m , w h i c h the fe l low d id w i t h o u t the 

fcabbard; w h e n the C o l o n e l , i n great a n ­

ger, faid to h i m , Donney mot, donney mot, 

a n d after great hesitation, donney mot mm 

fcabbard. 

W e have been o f late greatly perplex­

ed w i t h the paper money, not o n l y 

b y that iffued f r o m Congrefs, but that 

iffued by thefe States, they both h a v i n g 

been counterfe i ted; the former, t h o u g h 

n o t altogether, is i n part refufed i n c o n ­

fequence of i t , and the latter is ent ire ly 

ffopt, and new irnpreffions are i lfued, 

w h i c h the G o v e r n o r and Affembly c o n ­

ceive w i l l not eafily be counterfeited, as i t 

is made u p o n paper difficult to be o b ­

tained i n thefe parts, nor have they ar­

r ived to fuch perfectien of m a k i n g paper 

as %o manufacture i t ; indeed, t h r o u g h o u t 

A m e r i c a 



A m e r i c a they are greatly deficient i n this 

art, as moff o f their news-papers are 

p r i n t e d u p o n blue, or elfe coarfe w h i t e 

paper, f imi lar to that ufed by fhopkeepers, 

but the paper of this new emiffion, is the 

f i v e r paper ufed by hatters, great q u a n ­

tities o f w h i c h were found i n a veffel that 

was captured, and was feized on by the 

G o v e r n o r for this purpofe : exclufive o f 

the great loffes that we conff antly expe­

rience w i t h paper money i n general, we 

have fuffered m u c h by this new emif l ion, 

as likewife by the great depreciation o f 

the Congrefs money, as the exchange at 

prefent is after the rate o f five hundred 

paper dollars for one guinea. 

T h e depreciation o f Congrefs money 

arifes f r o m the vafl quanti ty o f the c o u n ­

terfeit, w h i c h any perfon w h o hazards the 

rifk, may have gratis , at N e w - Y o r k , to 

circulate throughout the province , and to 

point out to y o u what confuhon there 

m u f t 



muft be at the concluf ion o f this unhappy 

contcft, on whichever fide i t may t e r m i ­

nate, w h e n I i n f o r m y o u , that there are 

m a n y perfons n o w i n actual polfeflion o f 

plantat ions, w h i c h they purchafed w i t h 

the counterfeit money they brought f r o m 

N e w - Y o r k . A s I have repeatedly m e n ­

tioned i n feveralof m y letters, various c i r 

cumftances concerning paper money, and 

t h i n k i n g they may not be unacceptable, I 

have enclofwl a few dollars i n this letter. 

Y o u r s , etc. 

L E T -
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L E T T E R L X V I I . 

Richmond, in Virginia, 
July 14, 1779. 

M Y D E A R F R I E N D , 

' O U w i l l natural ly conclude, at re­

ceiv ing another letter f r o m this 

place, that the k i n d reception I met w i t h 

w h e n laft here, induced me to pay a fe-

c o n d vifit 5 b u t however pleafant fuch a 

j o u r n e y w o u l d be, m y prefent one is not 

o n l y very difagreeable to myfelf, but has 

proved extremely Ib to o thers ; m y b u f i -

nefs being to communicate G e n e r a l P h i l ­

l ips's orders, that none of the officers are 

V O L . I I . D d to 



to refide at a greater diftance f r o m the 

barracks t h a n twenty miles . 

O n m y w a y to this place I f lopt and 

flept at T u c k a h o e , where I met w i t h C o l o ­

n e l M e a d , C o l o n e l Laurens , and another 

officer o f Genera l W a f h i n g t o n ' s f u i t e . — 

M o r e than once d i d I exprefs a w i f h the 

Genera l h imfel f had been o f the party, to 

have feen and converfed w i t h a character, 

o f w h o m , i n a l l m y travels t h r o u g h the 

various provinces, I never heard any one 

fpeak difrefpectfuily, as an i n d i v i d u a l , and 

whofe p u b l i c character has been the ad­

m i r a t i o n and a i loni fhment o f a l l E u r o p e . 

T h e converfation, i n general, t u r n ­

i n g u p o n horfes, C o l o n e l M e a d was p r i z ­

i n g his as being remarkably h i g h fpirited, 

w h i c h prevented its f a l l i n g into the hands 

o f a party o f o u r l i g h t dragoons, as his 

negro, w h o had the care o f i t , was look­

i n g after forage, w h o was furprized, p u r -

fued, 
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rued, and nearly furrounded by the party, 

i n a field, enclofed w i t h a prodigious 

fence, near nine feet h i g h ; the poor ne­

gro, fearful o f himfelf , and dreading his 

matter's difpleafure, i n cafe he loft the 

horfe, r u n h i m at the fence, w h i c h he 

leaped over, and rode off in to the woods, 

to the aftonifhment o f the dragoons j the 

C o l o n e l attributed the fafety o f his per­

fon to the fwiftnefs of this horfe at the 

battle o f M o n m o u t h , hav ing been fired at 

and purfued by fome B r i t i f h officers as he 

was reconnoitr ing. U p o n the Colonel 's 

ment ioning this circumftance, it occurred 

to me, he muft have been the perfon that 

Sir H e n r y C l i n t o n ' s A i d de C a m p had fired 

a t ; and requefting to k n o w the part icular 

color o f his horfe, he informed me i t was 

black, w h i c h convinced me it was h i m ; 

w h e n I related the circumftance o f his 

meeting Sir H e n r y C l i n t o n , he replied, he 

recollected i n the courfe o f that day, to 

have met feveral B r i t i i h officers, and one 
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o f them wore a ftar. U p o n m y m e n t i o n 

i n g the obfervation Sir H e n r y C l i n t o n had 

made to his A i d de C a m p , the C o l o n e l 

laughed, and replied, " H a d he k n o w n i t 

" had been the C o m m a n d e r i n Chief , he 

< c m o u l d have made a defperate effort to 

" have taken h i m prifoner." 

A t G o o c h l a n d Court-houfe , I was i n ­

formed i n what a fpirited manner C o l o n e l 

R a n d o l p h had refented the i l l iberal i ty o f 

fome o f his neighbours, w h o had i n -

fmuated and threatened to fet fire to fome 

valuable m i l l s , o n account o f his h o f p i ­

ta l i ty to the B r i t i f h officers : A t the next 

court day, after he had heard o f this re­

port , he i n a very animated fpeech flated, 

that n o one had a r ight to fcrutinize i n t o 

his private concerns, that his p u b l i c cha­

racter was w e l l k n o w n , and that no one 

C O L Id w i t h more zeal and perfeverence 

fupport the caufe o f the Americans 

t h a n he had done, and concluded w i t h 

offering 



offering a reward o f five hundred pounds 

" for the difcovery o f thofe w h o had made 

ufe of thofe threats. Since this tranfac-

t i o n , the C o l o n e l has paid more attention 

to the officers, act ing t r u l y confident w i t h 

the principles o f independence, and to 

fhame his c o u n t r y m e n for their w a n t o f 

l iberal i ty . 

I was detained near t w o days i n m y 

journey to this place, o n account o f the 

o v e r s o w i n g o f the river, at what is termed 

the P o i n t o f F o r k s , where James R i v e r 

divides, and was rather furprized at this 

fndden r i l i n g o f the water, as it had not 

rained for feveral days, but o n enquiry 

f o u n d , that any fa l l o f r a i n , unlefs ex­

tremely violent, never encreafed the water 

t i l l fome t ime after, d u r i n g w h i c h i t c o l ­

lects f r o m the mounta ins , and ruflies 

i n amazing t o r r e n t s ; the waters were fo 

encreafed, that they had overflowed ihe. 

banks of the river for m a n y miles, and as i t 

D d 3 comes 



comes d o w n w i t h great impetuofity f rom 

the mountains , i t wafhes away the earth, 

w h i c h being o f a red caff, appears l ike a 

torrent o f blood. Since the waters have 

abated, there has been caught a great n u m ­

ber o f fturgeons and rock-f i fh , at the falls 

of this p lace: Indeed fifh is at this feafon 

i n great plenty, efpecially eels, w h i c h are 

o f a great fize, and caught i n w e i r s ; 

numbers o f w h i c h are u p o n James R i v e r , 

above the falls, and indeed u p o n molt of 

the rivers and creeks; thefe weirs arc 

conftrutted o f (tones la id acrofs the river 

o f the ufual height o f the current, and 

brought to a point i n the center, where 

is placed a wicker baiket, or a wooden box, 

i n w h i c h they catch great quantities o f 

f i fh. 

I t h i n k n o t h i n g more fu l ly evinces the 

real diftreffes o f the inhabitants i n general, 

throughout A m e r i c a , and h o w great the 

( p i n t o f perfecution and opprefl ion reigns 

throughout 



throughout a l l the provinces, as the amaz­

i n g emigrations to a new fettlement, at a 

place called K e n t u c k y , where the fo i l is 

extremely f r u i t f u l , and where there are 

abundance o f buffaloes, the country 

around, for a great number o f miles, is an 

extenfive p l a i n , w i t h very few trees g r o w ­

i n g o n i t . N e w difcoveries are cont inual ly 

m a k i n g , as to the vaff extent o f the c o n ­

t inent o f A m e r i c a , and i n fome future day 

it may be learnt, what the boundaries 

are to the weftward. T h i s new fettle­

ment is near a thoufand miles f r o m this 

place, neverthelefs, thofe travel l ing to i t , 

t h o u g h to fo great a diftance, and perhaps 

have left comfortable houfes and p l a n t a ­

t ions, w h i c h have been the labor of their 

whole lives to clear and b r i n g to perfec­

t i o n , appear chearful and happy, pleafed 

w i t h the idea, that they w i l l be free f r o m 

the tyranny and opprei i ion o f the C o n ­

grefs, and its upftart dependants. T h e i r 

mode of t ravel l ing greatly refembles that 

L? d 4 o f 



o f the patriarchs o f o l d , for they take 

w i t h them their horfes, oxen, fheep, and 

other cattle; as l ikewife a l l k inds o f p o u l ­

t ry . O n m y journey to this place, I faw 

a f a m i l y fetting off for this new fettle­

ment , leaving behind them a neat h a b i ­

t a t i o n , w h i c h appeared furrounded w i t h 

every requifite to make i t at once the 

m a n f i o n o f content a n d happinefs. A s 

to the manner o f q u i t t i n g i t , that fa ­

vorite poet, D r . G o l d f m i t h , has m o f l 

c h a r m i n g l y defcribed i t i n the f o l l o w i n g 

l i n e s : 

'* Good Heavens! What forrows gloom'd that parting day» 

" That called them from their native walks away ; 

*« When the poor exiles, every pleafure paftj 

" Hung round the bowers and fondly looked their l a l l . " 

N o r can I more forc ibly defcribe the 

family 's fetting out o n their j o u r n e y , t h a n 

he has done where he fays, 

" The good old fire, the firft; prepared to go 

" T o new-found worlds, and wept for other's woe ; 

« But 



' f But for himfelf in confcious virtue brave, 

(* H e only wifh'd for worlds beyond the grave ; 

" His lovely daughter, lovelicf in her tears, 

" T h e fond companion of his helplefs years ; 

< f Silent went next, neglectful of her charms, 

, c And left a lover's for a father's arms; 

" With tender plaints, the mother fpoke her woes, 

*'* And bleft the cot where ev'ry pleafure rofe; 

** A n d k i l l her thoughtlcfs babes with many a tear, 

" And clafpt them clofe in forrow doubly dear, 

*' Whilft her fond hufband ftrove to lend relief, 

" In all the filcnt manlinefs of gr ie f " . 

T h e heat o f the weather is at piefent 

very intenfe, and renders travel l ing u n -

pleafant, efpecially o n horfe-back, the 

rays o f the fun are fo very powerfu l i n the 

middle o f the day, that neither yourfel f 

n o r y o u r horfe are able to w i t h f l a n d i t , 

a n d y o u can only travel i n the m o r n i n g s 

and evenings. T h e inhabitants j o g o n i n 

a vehicle called a fulky, a k i n d o f one 

horfe chaife, but conftructed juft large 

e n o u g h to conta in one p e r f o n ; they fay 

thefe are not fo fat iguing to the horfe as 

a per-



a perfon's r i d i n g o n its back. I n travel­

l i n g o n horfe-back, y o u mul l ; either w a l k 

or gal lop your horfe, as the m o t i o n o f 

t r o t t i n g is too fa t iguing for yourfelf and 

the beaft. 

A t every p lantat ion you pafs by, the 

peach trees prefent their f r u i t , to allay the 

p a r c h i n g t h i r d the heat occafions ; and 

it is deemed no trefpafs to flop and re­

fresh yourfelf and y o u r horfe w i t h t h e m ; 

i f the owner o f the p lantat ion perceives 

y o u gathering, he w i l l come and direct, 

y o u to the tree that bears the b e d f r u i t , 

for the peaches o f this c o u n t r y are o f v a ­

r ious forts ; and t h o u g h they are i n fuch 

abundance, that they feed the hogs w i t h 

them, yet there are very few except i n 

gentleman's gardens, w h i c h have that 

flavor and juice o f thofe that grow i n 

E n g l a n d . 

H a v i n g 



H a v i n g fcen the procefs o f m a k i n g 

peach brandy, I no longer am furpr ized 

at this • fpir i t h a v i n g fuch pernicious 

effects when drank to excefs, and h o w u n -

wholefome i t muff be taken i n ever fo 

fmal l quantities ; for after gathering the 

fruity i t is put i n large vats, where i t re­

mains t i l l i t is i n fuch a date o f putrefac­

t i o n , as to be extremely offenfive to ap­

proach i t , i n this ffate the peaches are 

preffed and the l iquor that comes f r o m 

them is dift i l led ; f r o m whence the cuf lom 

arofe to let the peaches be i n fuch a p u -

trified flate, I never could l e a r n ; for 

u p o n a i k i n g feveral o f the inhabitants i f 

they b r u i i c d the peaches as foon as gather­

ed, and preffed the l i q u o r f r o m t h e m , 

whether the flavor and i l r c n g t h of fpirit 

w o u l d not be fuperior, the o n l y anfwer 

I c o u l d obtain was, that they believed it 

might , but the other was the ufual 

mode. 

T h e 



T h e t o w n of R i c h m o n d , as w e l l as the 

plantat ions a r o u n d for fome miles, has 

been i n i m m i n e n t danger, as the woods 

have been o n fire, w h i c h for fome t ime 

paft has raged w i t h great fury , and that 

element feemed to threaten univerfal def-

t r u c t i o n ; but providentia l ly , before i t 

had done any material damage, there fel l 

i\ very heavy r a i n , w h i c h neverthelefs, has 

not altogether extinguif l ied i t , as i t is 

dai ly breaking out i n places, but not fo 

violent but i t can be eafily prevented f r o m 

fpreading. 

D u r i n g the Summer m o n t h s , thefe 

fires are very frequent, and at Charlottef-

vi l le I have feen the mountains o n a blaze 

for three or f o u r miles i n length, they 

are occafioned by the carelelfnefs o f w a g ­

goners, w h o , w h e n n i g h t approaches, 

after they have unharnefTed the horfes, fed 

t h e m , pannelled t h e m , and t y i n g a be l l 

r o u n d their necks, turned them loofe i n 

the 



the woods to graze, make a large fire 

to w a r m them when they fleep, which- o n 

p u r f u i n g their journey the next m o r n i n g , 

they neglect to e x t i n g u i f h , this c o m m u ­

n i c a t i n g to the dry leaves w h i c h lay o n 

the g r o u n d , fpreads r a p i d l y and caufes 

thefe dreadful a n d dangerous conflagra­

t ions. 

T o - m o r r o w I leave this place, to re turn 

Charlottefvi l le , w h e n I fhall embrace the 

next favorable o p p o r t u n i t y to wri te , this 

I fend by the flag o f truce that is r e t u r n ­

i n g to N e w - Y o r k , and i n hopes i t may 

fefely reach y o u , I remain , 

Y o u r s , & € . 

L E T -



L E T T E R L X V I I I . 

Jones's Plantation, near Charlottefvilk, 
in Virginia, Aug. 4, 1779. 

M Y D E A R F R I E N D , 

/ ^ \ N my re turn f r o m R i c h m o n d , I 

witnefled the mode that renders the 

V i r g i n i a n rif le-men fo expert i n the ufe o f 

a r m s — a s great numbers were affembled, 

/hooting at marks, and w h i c h I under-

fland, l o n g before the commencement of 

the war , was the conflant diverfion i n this 

c o u n t r y ; fo certain are they o f h i t t i n g , 

that they are not fearful o f h o l d i n g the 

board at arm's l e n g t h ; nay, fome are fo 

l i t t le apprehenfive o f danger, that they 

w i l l 



w i l l place i t between their legs for another 

to fire at. 

There is an infect, termed the fire-fly, 

w h i c h i n itfelf is a great curiofity, being 

really a perfect phofphorus: for a conf i -

derable p o r t i o n of its l ife, m o f l o f the i n - 1 

terior parts o f its body being at times 

l u m i n o u s , and f r o m whence i t emits rays 

o f l ight for a great part o f the n ight , 

by means o f two glandular fpots, that are 

placed between the head and m o u l d e r s ; 

neverthelefs, though thefe l u m i n o u s rays 

ilfue naturally f r o m the infect, whi le awake 

i t feems to pofTefs power o f i n t e r r u p t i n g 

them at w i l l , and then thefe fpots are 

opake ; t h o u g h , as I obferved moft o f the 

internal parts o f thefe infe£ts emit a l ight , 

yet the thicknefs o f its cover prevents i t 

appearing t h r o u g h any other place b u t 

thofe conftituted by nature for t h e p u r -

pofe ; yetj o n extending the rings that 

cover the different parts o f the body a 

l i t t le 



l i t t le afunder, y o u m a y obferve the fame 

l i g h t to iffue. 

B y the l i g h t o f one o f thefe infects, i f 

held between the fingers, and moved gra­

d u a l l y w i t h the l u m i n o u s fpots over the 

chryftal o f a watch, y o u can w i t h eafe 

t e l l the h o u r ; and ten or twelve o f them 

p u t i n t o a clear p h i a l , w i l l give fumcient 

l i g h t to read or write by very d i l t i n c t l y . 

Thefe infects make their appearance i n 

the evening, and are to be feen for a c o n -

fiderable part o f the n i g h t ; they are ex­

tremely unplcafant to travellers at a late 

h o u r , being at times fo numerous, as to 

perfectly dazzle the eye, and by their o b -

fcure intervals and fudden glare, the fight 

is diverted f r o m every object, o f danger 

that at n i g h t prefents i t fe l f ; an inftance 

o f w h i c h lately happened, that had near 

been fatal to an officer, w h o , loft i n the 

bye paths i n the woods, by the reafon o f 

thefe 



thefe infects, d i d not perceive a tree that 

was not entirely b l o w n d o w n , but refled 

o n another, againfl w h i c h he came w i t h 

fuch violence as to be f lunned, and o n 

regaining his fenfes, found that i n f a l l i n g 

f r o m his horfe, he had broke one of his 

legs, and he remained i n that (late t i l l the 

next m o r n i n g , w h e n he was f o u n d by a 

negro, w h o conducted h i m home. 

Y o u may recollect, i n a former letter, 

I mentioned what a lawlefs fet the lower 

clafs were, and o f their ferocious di fpof i­

t i o n j an inflance has recently occurred, 

wherein the m o f l w a n t o n cruelties were 

intended to be put i n execution againfl 

an officer "of the art i l lery, w h o , i n the 

m o f l miraculous manner , made his efcape 

f r o m thefe b r u t a l ravages, as they were 

c o n d u c t i n g h i m to the place where they 

intended to perpetrate their h o r r i d p u r -

pofc. 

V O L . I I . E c T h e 



T h e officer was quartered at the p l a n t a ­

t i o n o f one W a t f o n , a wretch w h o is 

reckoned an adept i n g o u g i n g , and w h o 

prepares his nails for that purpofe, H e 

has an agreeable, but by n o means a 

pretty w o m a n , for his wife, and o n ac­

count o f the c o m m o n civil it ies i n fupply-

i n g the officer w i t h poultry , m i l k , & c . 

w h i c h he regularly paid for ; this ignorant 

fel low pretended to be jealous, and c o m ­

m u n i c a t i n g his fentiments to fome n e i g h ­

bours o f a f imi lar difpofit ion to his o w n , 

they concerted a fcheme to be revenged o f 

the officer. 

A c c o r d i n g l y , a few days after, they 

broke into his chamber at the dead o f 

n i g h t , but the noife awaking h i m , he 

had juft t ime to feize his fword,, w i t h 

w h i c h he defended h imfe l f for fome t ime, 

t i l l it broke, when he was overpowered 

by his landlord and three other ruffians, 

w h o made h i m put o n his cloaths, 

and 



and after t y i n g his hands behind h i m , led 

h i m into the yard, and p lac ing h i m o n his 

o w n horfe, they fet out w i t h h i m armed 

w i t h mufkets, to proceed to another o f 

thefe defperadoes, w h o refided about t w o 

miles diflant, to confult o n the mode o f 

r e v e n g e — o n l y conceive what muft have 

been the f ituation o f his m i n d w h e n 

i n their way to this neighbours houfe, 

thefe fellows were confu l t ing whether 

they fhould cut his throat and fecrete the 

body, or caftrate h i m and r o l l h i m d o w n 

a fleep rock. 

A r r i v i n g at the p lantat ion, they took 

h i m off the horfe and conducted h i m 

i n t o the houfe, the owner o f w h i c h de­

cl ined any concern i n the tranfaction, and 

diifuaded the others f r o m i t , b u t they 

were fteady to their bloody purpofes ; the 

ruffians then defired fome peach brandy 

toddy, w h i c h they drank t i l l intoxicated, 

a l l this t ime c o n f u l t i n g what they fhould 
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do w i t h the officer. T h e v i l l a i n W a t f o n , 

w h o part icular ly fuppofed himfel f to be 

aggrieved, and was the firft inftigator o f 

this bale plot , occafionaily prefented his 

piece, and threatened immediate vengeance. 

A t length the dawn of day appearing, the 

wretches as i f confcious o f their i n i q u i t o u s 

proceeding, remarked i t w o u l d foon be 

l i g h t , and refolving to p u t the laft o f 

their threats i n execution, they quit ted 

the houfe, m o u n t i n g the officer o n his 

horfe, and proceeded to the fpot where they 

were to perpetrate i t , w h i c h was at the 

T o o t o f a m o u n t a i n , near a very fteep 

precipice. 

T h e f i tuat ion of the officer was t r u l y 

dreadful , for however refigned he m i g h t 

be to meet his fate, the manner of i t was 

moft lamentable; i n the hands of A m e r i c a n 

defperadocs, w h o are worfe t h a n favages, 

revengeful and d r u n k , alternately prefent-

i n g their mufquets and v o w i n g inftant 

death. 

W h e n 



W h e n they had proceeded w i t h h i m near 

three miles, i t was quite day l ight , they 

then judged it neceffary to haften the ir 

pace, fearful o f meet ing any one, and by 

n o w and then m a k i n g the horfe trot , i t 

loofened the cord w i t h w h i c h the officer's 

hands were t i e d ; perceiving this, and 

after fome l i tt le ftruggle, f inding he could 

releafe his hands, he very prudent ly 

waited an opportuni ty t i l l he came to 

fome road he was acquainted w i t h . A f t e r 

they had proceeded about h a l f a mile f u r ­

ther, very near the place they were to 

conduct h i m to, he difcerned a bye path 

w h i c h led to the barracks, inftantly dire­

engaged his hands, feized the bridle and 

fpeaking to his horfe, w h i c h had been 

an o ld quarter-racer, i t fet off f u l l fpeed. 

Thefe wretches a l l dieharged their pieces 

at h i m , but o w i n g to the thicknefs o f the 

w o o d and their intox icat ion , he efcaped, 

and arrived fafe at the barracks. 

T h i s 



T h i s matter was reprefented to the G Go­

vernor o f the province, by the General , at 

the fame t ime defcribing the inhabitants , 

and their place of rel idence; the anfwer 

f r o m the G o v e r n o r was, that he was ex­

tremely concerned at i t , but at preient the 

c i v i l power was o f l i t t le ufe, the officers 

not dar ing to make ufe o f their author i ty 

a m o n g thefe back-woods men, as i t e n ­

dangered thdir lives j and he had o n l y to 

recommend the officer to be o n his g u a r d , 

and not qui t the barracks, and that at 

n i g h t , for his perfonal fafety, he had 

wrote to the C o m m a n d i n g Officer o f the 

c o n t i n e n t a l troops, to place a ferjeant's 

g u a r d at his h o u f e : yet, notwithstanding 

the wretches are acquainted w i t h this c i r ­

cumftance, they have h a d the audacity 

to hover about the barracks, i n order" to 

f c z e h a n ; but it h a v i n g been i n t i m a t e d 

to i h e m , that the A m e i i c a n C o m m a n d i n g 

Q i i i C w i . A ad u . a w i to apprehend them, a n d 

feud 



fend them d o w n to the G o v e r n o r at W i l -

l iamfburgh, they have defifted i n their 

attempts. I t h i n k there needs n o t a more 

c o n v i n c i n g proof to fhew the anarchy and 

confuf ion at prefent exiff ing i n A m e r i c a , 

and that a l l pretenfions to c i v i l govern­

ment are ideal, I affure y o u , m y dear fr iend, 

Congrefs, aided by the m i l i t a r y , is the 

o n l y r u l i n g power at prefent; they are de-

fpotic, and their orders enforced by the 

m i l i t a r y w i t h as arbitrary a fvvay as that 

w i t h w h i c h - t h e K i n g o f P r u f l i a governs 

his dominions . 

T h e fhrub w h i c h fupplies our manufac­

tures w i t h cotton, is m u c h cultivated i n 

this Province , and the inhabitants of the 

lower fort, t h r o u g h the fcarcenefs and 

difficulty o f p r o c u r i n g c l o t h i n g for t h e m -

felves and their negroes, pay greater at­

tent ion to it at prefent t h a n tobacco, this 

p lant is o f a quick l u x u r i a n t g r o w t h , and 

rifes 



rifes f r o m five to fix feet i n height, dif-

perhng a number o f branches as it moots, 

i t requires a dry fo i l , and thrives beft i n 

grounds already t i l l ed , for t h o u g h the 

p l a n t flourifhes more i n frefh lands, yet 

f r o m its luxur iance , i t produces more 

w o o d than fruit , i t is planted i n regular 

walks , and at a moderate diftance f r o m 

each other, for the branches to fpread, 

w h e n it is g r o w n to the height o f five o r 

f ix inches, the ftems are pul led up except 

t w o or three o f the f toutel l , w h i c h are 

cropped twice before the end of A u g u f t ; 

this precaution is abfolutely neceffary, as 

the w o o d bears n o f ru i t t i l l after the fe-

cond c r o p p i n g ; and i f by neglect the 

p lant is iuffered to exceed four feet h i g h 

i n its g r o w t h , the crop w i l l be greatly i n ­

ferior i n qual i ty and quant i ty , and the 

f r u i t difficult to gather. 

T h e f ru i t that the cotton fbrub bears, 

proceeds f r o m a flower w h i c h blows at 

the 



the extremity o f its branches, the p i f t i l 

o f w h i c h turns to a fhell o f the fize o f a 

pigeon's egg, and when the cotton contained 

i n it is ripe, i t burfts and expofes the feeds 

wrapt u p i n the native flocks to the f u n ; 

w h e n the greateit part o f them are thus 

opened, the negroes gather them, and the 

feeds w h i c h are natural ly mixed w i t h the 

c o t t o n are cleaned by means o f a m a ­

chine called a gen, w h i c h is made of 

t w o fmooth rollers placed clofe and p a ­

ra l le l to each other i n a frame, and move 

i n contrary directions by means o f d i f ­

ferent wheels at the oppofite fide o f the 

machine, w h i c h are put i n m o t i o n by the 

foot, the cotton being put to thefe rol lers , 

w h i l e they move r o u n d , i t readily paffes 

between them, bearing the feed w h i c h are 

too large for the interfpace behind. W h a t 

palfes i n this operation is afterwards h a n d 

picked to clear i t f r o m the fmal l d ir t that 

comes 



comes w i t h the cotton t h r o u g h the 

machine, and then it becomes fit for 

ufe. 

T h e carding and f p i n n i n g o f cot ton is 

the chief employment o f the female ne­

groes, for fmce the inhabitants have been 

deprived o f our E n g l i f h cottons, they m a ­

nufacture a fort themfelves, l i t t le infer ior 

to that made at Manchester, and almoft 

a l l the families i n this Province , both 

male and female, are cloathed w i t h their 

o w n manufacture , the fuperior clafs as 

an example to their inferiors, w h o are 

compelled by neceifity. 

T h e weather being fo extremely hot, 

w o o l l e n cloaths are infurferable, there­

fore f r o m neceflity, and as is the cuffom 

of the country , the officers wear cotton 

h a b i l i m e n t s ; the cotton of w h i c h mine 

is 



i s made I obtained f r o m m y l a n d l o r d , 

a n d faw the whole procefs o f its g r o w t h 

a n d manufacture, f r o m the feed being 

f o w n , t i l l i t came out o f the l o o m . 

I remain , 

Yours, & c . 

L E T -



L E T T E R L X I X . 

Joneses Plantation, near Charlottej'villc, 
in Virginia, Dec. iz, 1779.. 

M Y D E A R F R I E N D , 

• C O N S I D E R I N G the innumerable di£-

ficulties a n d inconveniences w h i c h 

the colonies have laboured under i n 

m a i n t a i n i n g their independency, and their 

fucceffes appear a f toni ih ing , fuch as 

could o n l y be effected by that u n a n i m i t y 

w h i c h univer fa l ly prevails a m o n g the 

leading and confpicuous characters i n each 

ft ate j and i t is n o lefs f u r p r i z i n g that i n 

their ftrenous fupport o f p u b l i c meafures, 

the interna l arrangement o f their affairs 

fhould 



fhould be neglected, and by fuch neglect 

h a z a r d a general confuf ion. I n this ftate, 

at prefent, their internal concerns, m e r ­

chandizes of a i l k i n d s , and the c o m ­

m o n and neceflary articles o f l ife are at 

fuch "enormous prices, that few can p r o ­

cure them, and for want o f them a l l 

claffes are h i g h l y diftrefied ; Congrefs have 

adopted various meafures to remedy thefe 

evils, but their endeavours have been frus­

trated by a few m o n o p o l i z i n g wretches 

at Phi ladelphia and other great c i t ies : to 

this is o w i n g m u c h o f the p u b l i c diftrefs, 

w h i c h becomes a fcource o f hindrance and 

dhcouragement i n the profecution of the 

various defigns and undertakings o f C o n ­

grefs. 

B u t o f a l l the arduous and t r y i n g f i tua-

t ions they have had to encounter, none 

has proved more difficult t h a n the prefent, 

w h i c h they are ufmg their utmoff. endea­

v o u r s to overcome, and i f not effected, 

they 



they muft b id farewel to a l l hopes o f g a i n * 

i n g independency, and this is the depre­

c ia t ion o f their paper money. F r o m the 

firft emif l ion o f bi l ls at the commence­

ment o f the w a r to the prefent per iod, 

they have, by the neceflity o f the times, 

i f lued near forty m i l l i o n s fterling o f c o n ­

t inenta l dol lars, and what contributes ftilt 

m o r e to the depreciation, is the immenfe 

fums o f counterfeit money iflued f r o m 

N e w - Y o r k , &nd other places i n o u r pof-

feflion. 

Therefore Congrefs wifely forefeeing the 

indifpcnfible neceflity o f r e m o v i n g a l l 

doubts and diftrefs, that the uni ted ftates 

were unable to redeem their b i l l s , and 

that ra i fmg more money by a new emif l ion 

w o u l d encreafe the paper i n c i r c u l a t i o n , 

a n d be the caufe o f ftill more decreafing 

its value, have diftr ibuted throughout the 

the colonies their refolve, i n order to re­

move thofe apprehenflons that were dai ly 

gaining-
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g a i n i n g g r o u n d , i n w h i c h after Hat ing the 

great depreciation o f their currency, by 

the means o f felfifh m e n , w h o difregarded 

the great object they were then, and h a d 

for feveral years been f fruggl ing to obta in , 

and the enormous fums of counterfeit 

money their enemies had caufed to be 

put i n c irculat ion w i t h that o f Congrefs, 

they had thought proper to declare, that 

after fuch a date, no currency m o u k l 

pafs, but that iifued f r o m that t i m e ; and 

fenfible that as many perfons mi gh t lofe 

confiderable fums by reafon of counterfeit 

money, whatever fums o f any fort were 

brought to the treafury at P h i l a d e l p h i a , 

they fhould receive one dollar o f the new 

emiffion, for every forty dollars. A n d 

the more f u l l y to eftablifh the credit and 

value o f the new currency, the Congress 

pledged their publ ic fa i th , to pay its value 

i n gold or filver fpecie. 

• This* 



T h i s has had the defired effect o f C o n ­

grefs, that of folely keeping up the fpirits 

o f the people; for it muft be obvious to 

every one, that it is impoffible to f u l f i l 

their engagements, and to go to P h i l a d e l ­

p h i a , to procure fpecie for a fingle dol lar , 

w o u l d perhaps o n l y be infulted and 

laughed at. T h a t this o p i n i o n prevails , 

the prefent depreciation is a c o n v i n c i n g 

p r o o f j for we obtain forty-five dollars o f 

this emifTion for one i n fpecie. 

A m o n g the various fruits u p o n this 

continent, there is one that feems peculiar 

to this province, named the per f immon, 

and w h i c h , u n t i l meliorated by feveral 

fharp frofts, is not eatable, or fcarcely to 

be tafted. M a n y o f us were deceived by 

this f r u i t , w h e n ripe and h a n g i n g o n the 

trees, i t h a v i n g the appearance o f a n 

O r l e a n p l u m b ; but w h i c h we found pof-

feffed o f fuch powerfu l afhingent qualit ies, 

as to contract the m o u t h to fuch a degree, 

that 
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that i t was Several hours before we re­

gained the fenfe of tafte; o f this f r u i t the 

inhabitants , i n fome parts, brew a l i q u o r 

cal led p e r f i m m o n beer. 

A n i m a l s refort ing to the words are ex­

tremely fond o f its flavor, par t icu lar ly the 

bears, w h o come f r o m a great diffance i n 

querf. o f i t , efpecially o n the approach o f 

w i n t e r , at w h i c h t ime the inhabitants chace 

a n d moftly k i l l t h e m , as they are unable 

to regain the m o u n t a i n s before the dogs 

overtake them. I f they reach the m o u n ­

tains , , the purfui t after t h e m is attended 

w i t h danger, o n account o f the vaf l n u m ­

ber o f carniverous animals refort ing 

there i n abundance. A n accident was 

near h a p p e n i n g to an officer w h o , w i t h 

fome others, and a few * inhabi tants , 

were i n pur fu i t o f a bear at the foot o f 

the m o u n t a i n s ; at the very inffant , a 

• ferocious a n i m a l , w h i c h I defcribed i n a 

former letter, called the m o u n t a i n cat, 

V O L . I I . F f was 



was g o i n g to f p r i n g u p o n h i m . O n e o f 

the inhabitants obferving i t , w i t h his rifle 

fhot h i m t h r o u g h the head, and it fe l l 

dead to the g r o u n d . 

T h e r e is i n this province, what I never 

recollected to have feen i n any other, a large 

ravenous k i n d o f b i r d that feeds on car­

r i o n , nearly as b i g as an eagle, called a 

turkey-buftard, f r o m h a v i n g red g i l l s , re-

fembl ing thofe o f a turkey, whence i t de­

rives its name. It feems to be a fpecies 

o f the k i te , hover ing o n the w i n g l ike 

that b i r d , and being carniverous. T h e i n ­

habitants k i l l t h e m for the fake o f their 

feet, w h i c h di(Solved i n t o an o i l , is eifeem-

ed very Salutary i n the fciatica, o l d aches 

. and pains. 

Y o u w o u l d Scarcely credit, f r o m the l a ­

borious a n d harraf l ing life the negroes 

lead i n th is c o u n t r y , that the paflions o f 

love a n d jealoufy f h o u l d act. very p o w e r 

f u l l y 



f u l l y o n them, natura l ly c o n c l u d i n g , that 

their whole ideas w o u l d concenter i n 

one, that o f rendering their miferable f i t u -

t i o n a ftate o f comfort , yet fo forc ib ly do 

thofe paflions operate on their m i n d s , they 

are c o n t i n u a l l y p o i f o n i n g each other, t h r o ' 

d i fappointment , or jealoufy: w h a t is re­

markable, they can adminiffer the poifon. 

that i t fhal l affect the l i fe for a longer or a 

fhorter per iod, agreeable to their ideas o f 

revenge o n the object. T h e owner o f o u r 

p l a n t a t i o n has had Several female negroes 

poifoned, fome o f w h o m have l ingered o u t 

a l ife for fix or eight months after, a n d 

others again, o n l y a week o r a f o r t n i g h t . 

T h e r e was one remarkably ffout w e n c h , 

w h o expired o n the eighth day after being 

p o i f o n e d ; the decay o f nature was remark­

ably vifible f r o m the fecond day, and fl ic 

o n l y complained o f a v iolent pain i n her 

head, and a conflant fickncfs at the ffo-

m a c h ; w h e n medical aflifrance was called 

1 i n , it was pronounced impofi ible to c o u n -

F f z > teracl: 
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teract the poi fon , u\\ki> what the poi fon 

•confilled of, could be k n o w n w h i c h 

t h o u g h i n frequent ufe amongtt the 

negroes, had never yet been discovered. 

A l t h o u g h we have been n o w near a 

t w e l v e m o n t h i n this province, the foldiers 

fare l i t t le better than o n their firft arr ival 3 

, for the greateft part o f the f u m m c r they 

have been t h i r t y and forty days, at different 

periods, w i t h o u t any other p r o v i f i o n 

delivered to them than the meal o f Indian 

c o r n . Great quantities o f fait provif ions 

have arrived at the barracks, but o w i n g to 

fome defect i n a i r i n g , and the heat o f the 

'climate, are i n a ftate o f putrefact ion j 

fome perfon advifed the A m e r i c a n C o m -

rxuflary to b u r y the meat i n the earth for 

a few days, a n d it w o u l d regain its p u r i t y , 

w h i c h , w h e n dug u p , and a l t h o u g h f w a r m -

i n g w i t h v e r m i n , he i n f i l l e d was exceed­

i n g l y good, o n l y a l i t t le tainted w i t h the 

weather, w h i c h the utmoft care could not 

prevent, 
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prevent, and ferved i t out to the • foldiers 

as.fo,many days ratio o f meat. A H . c o m ­

plaints ' b y G e n e r a l P h i l l i p s to the G o v e r ­

n o r o f the Prov ince were o f l i t t le avai l , he 

receiving for anfwervtUat d was the c o n ­

cern o f Congrefs, and what d i d not a (feet 

the government of his {rate. T h e r e arc 

hopes, however, that the dilpntes o f the 

foldiefs vyill be remedied, as bottr G e n e r a l 

P h i l l i p s and Genera l Re ide le l , , w h o were 

a fliort t ime fince- exchanged, and gone to 

N e w Y o r k , purpofed, i n their way to that 

c i t y , to obta in an audience w i t h G e n e r a l 

W a i h i n g t o n , and lay thofe grievances be­

fore h i m j i f that was impract icable , i t 

was the i n t e n t i o n of the Generals to lay 

the f i tuat ion o f the troops be fore Sir H e n r y 

C l i n t o n , and t h r o u g h . h i m to leek re/lrds, 

by an appl icat ion to General W a s h i n g t o n . 

A s to redrefs f r o m the Americans , l i t t le is 

to be -expected* t h o u g h their Commanu'er 

i n C h i e f po-Tefles h u n i a n i l y that reflects 

the higheit h o n o u r o n h i m ; he has n o t 

F f 3 been 



been able, n o t w i t h f t a n d i n g fo m u c h loved 

a n d efteemed, to diffufe that benevolence 

and god-l ike v ir tue, among thofe w h o look 

u p to h i m for protect ion. T h e o n l y hope 

w e can any w a y rely o n is , that S ir H e n r y 

C l i n t o n w i l l , i n compaf l ion to the fuffer-

ings o f the troops, ufe every exertion i n his 

power to effect a general exchange this 

winter . Should that take place, I may 

venture to aff irm, that he w i l l not 

have braver troops i n his army j for the 

foldiers, f r o m the cruelty and i l l ufage they 

have cont inua l ly experienced, fince they 

became prifoners, w i l l f ight to defpera-

t i o n . 

G r e a t numbers have deferted, w i t h a 

view to get to N e w - Y o r k , rather than en­

dure fuch diffrefs, they certainly had n o 

other inducement, as many o f t h e m c o m ­

municated to their officers tjieir intent ions , 

previous to their defertion, requef l ing a 

certificate, that o n that day there was due 

to 



to them fo m u c h pay and fo m a n y years 

c l o t h i n g , w h i c h we c o u l d refufe n o more 

t h a n we could their defertion, b u t to be 

c a n d i d , rather than be witnefs o f the h a r d -

fhips the m e n experienced, w h i c h were 

out o f our power to redrefs, we rather c o n ­

nived at i t , as we wel l knew that p r o d u c i n g 

certificates f r o m their officers, i f t h e y 

were fo fortunate as to reach N e w - Y o r k , 

w o u l d enfure t h e m a favorable reception 

w i t h the C o m m a n d e r i n Chie f . N e a r an 

hundred, have reached N e w - Y o r k , and 

about fixty or feventy have been taken up, 

brought back and confined i n a picket­

ed p r i f o n near the barracks, where n u m ­

bers w o u l d have actually been ftarved, had 

n o t relief been afforded them by the offi­

cers, w h o furni fhed them w i t h provif ions 

at their o w n expence. 

A m o n g the deferters, there was a party 

o f twenty w h o appointed a ferjeant at the ir 

head to c o m m a n d them, a n d previous to 

F f 4 fett ing 



l e t t i n g off", fwore a moff folemn oath, 

f l r i c f ly to adhere to a fet o f rules d r a w n 

l i p by the ferjeant, i n the nature o f the ar­

ticles o f war , b u t the penalties inf l icted i n 

cafe o f breach of any o f thefe articles were 

f ingular ly c u r i o u s - — b e i n g n o lefs than 

d e a t h — i m m e d i a t e inrfan la neons d e a t h — 

to be hanged u p o n the next tree, and 

others equally as tremenduous, the o n l y 

one tending to mercy was c u t t i n g off the 

offenders cars. T h e whole party except­

i n g one, w h o was apprehended as out 

u p o n a fcout for provi f ions, got fafe to 

N e w - Y o r k . I f h o u l d obferve to y o u that 

this differtion is a m o n g the B r i t i i h t roops; 

the G e r m a n s n o t feeling that amor putrid', 

befides they are f u l l y content, being u p o n 

the fame pay as the B r i t i f l i troops, 'which ' 

is near f o u r times as m u c h as they' receive 

i n the ir o w n c o u n t r y , and for what reafon 

i t is impoffible to fay, b u t the A m e r i c a n s 

fhew more indulgence to the Germans, ' 

p e r m i t t i n g t h e m to go r o u n d the c o u n t r y 

to 
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to labor, and being for' the 'moft part' 

fiXpc¥t ^ a r & M n r r W , c$$f *ik&fll'£& a great" 

deal o f money, exclusive o f their p a y , 

and as the generality o f the G e r m a n 

troops are' o n l y foldiers 'railed for the w a r , 

u p o n the ir re turn to their o w n c o u n t r y , 

w i l l become perfons o f p r o p e r t y T except­

i n g the'-"regiMerits o f the P r i n c e o f Heffe 

H a n a u ' s body guards, and Genera l R c i d e -

fel's riifriioimted dragoons, which-are t w o 

wei l -d i fc ip l ined regiments, the reft o f 

G e r m a n troops were fuch as l i t t le fervicd 

c o u l d be expected frorh, and w h e n we re­

flect: o n the manner they were raifed, w h o 

c o u l d be furprized that they d i d not act 

w i t h more alacrity d u r i n g the campaign j 

for the mode of o b t a i n i n g thefe fubfrdiesj 

Was as f o l l o w s : W h e n appl icat ion was 

made by our court to G e r m a n y for troops, 

the Pr ince caufed every place 'of w o r f h i p 

to be furrounded d u r i n g fervice, and took 

every m a n w h o had been a foldier, a n d to 

embody thefe a n d f o r m t h e m i n t o r e g i ­

ments, 



ments, he appointed o l d officers, w h o had 

been many years u p o n h a l f pay, to c o m ­

m a n d t h e m , or on refufal o f ferving, to 

forfeit their h a l f pay, thus were thefe re­

giments raifed, officered w i t h o ld veterans,, 

w h o had ferved w i t h credit and reputation 

i n their y o u t h f u l days, and w h o had re­

t i red , as they imagined, to enjoy fome-

comforts i n the decline o f l i fe. O n l y p i c ­

ture to your i m a g i n a t i o n , enfigns o f forty 

arid fifty, c o m m a n d i n g o f troops n o t 

m u c h younger, and judge h o w proper 

they are. for an active and vigorous c a m ­

p a i g n , i n the t h i c k woods o f A m e r i c a . 

I t being the univerfal o p i n i o n t h r o u g h ­

out the a r m y , that we fnal l remain p r i f o n ­

ers the remainder o f the war, the B r i t i i h 

officers have contr ibuted to render their 

f i tuat ion as comfortable as-the nature o f 

the country w i l l pofl ibly a l low, and to 

promote affociation, they have erected 

a coffee-houfe, a theatre, and a cold bath, 

to 



to tenfe up; the relaxed ftate o f the body, 

the intenfe heat o f the c l imate occa-

uons. 

H a v i n g repeatedly mentioned to y o u 

the-barracks , and their f i tuat ion, and as 

any defcr ipt ion w o u l d fa l l exceedingly 

fhort , I have fent y o u an accurate view 

o f them. T o f o r m a juft conception 

o f the diftrefTes and f i tuat ion o f the 

a r m y o n its firft arr iva l , y o u are not to 

confider the place a$ the d r a w i n g repre-

fonts i t , but as a th ick wood, and n o t a 

fingle tree cut d o w n . 

I t is w i t h the utmoft concern I i n f o r m 

y o u o f the death o f your o ld fr iend W , 

o f pur regiment, the relat ion o f S i r W a t - , 

k i n W i l l i a m s W y n n e , B a r t , w h o I a m 

perfuaded, fell a m a r t y r to the dire effects 

o f that pernicious l i q u o r , peach b r a n d y , 

the circumftance attending his death b e i n g 

remarkable, I fhal l relate t h e m . H e h a d 

been 



been o n a vi f i t a few days to fome officers,: 

a n d h a v i n g made a Htt le ; too free, dur ing; 

that t ime he became i n a ftate o f infajaityv 

the firft inftance he fhewed o f i t was get­

t i n g u p ' i n 'the, rhnd -o f ; the* n ight , ;£nd 

w a l k i n g ' feveral. hours i n i the f n o w , tare'-? 

footed, t i l l h i s feet were .froft, 'bitten, he 

had ten' abfetvt n e a r ; f o u r h o u r s l e f o t n He 

was mi l led , and; u p o n his c o m p a n i o n s 

g o i n g i n feaiich o f M m , he was f o u n d pa--» 

l a d i n g before the door, they, conducted 

h h n i n t o the houfe, : and a p p l y i n g the 

ufnaf" remedy, all 'danger o f a mort i f i ca t ion 

was removed f r o m being froft bit . T h « 

next m o r n i n g he was frequently a fk ing for 

a knife to cut a ftick, w h i c h his c o m p a n i ­

ons always contr ived t o evade g i v i n g h i m , 

a n d on their q u i t t i n g , Char lot tc fv i l le , 

at w h i c h place- rhey had flept, they 

intended to conduct h i m -to the barracks 

f o r advice, but o n his expre l l ing a defire 

to re turn to his o w n quarters, they i n ­

dulged^ h i m i n his rajueft. I t is faid that 

• • perfons 



perfons labor ing under that m o d c a l a m i ­

tous affl iction, are poifeifed o f extreme 

cun-ning, to deceive thofe they fufpect o f 

-watching their actions. l i e , poor fe l low, 

fu l ly demcmflrated i t , for keeping u p a 

-very rat ional converfation as they rode 

a long , not d i fcovcr ing thc'leaff, fymptoms 

^ f a n y one inf.ine, t i l l they arrived at a n 

exceedingfteep h i l l , at the foot o f w h i c h 

w J s a r ivulet , where they i topt to water 

their horfes, fe iz ing this o p p o r t u n i t y , he 

left them and rode his horfe as raft as he 

c o u l d make h i m go u p the h i l l , his t w o 

companions purfued, but he being better 

mounted, was foon out o f fight, they f o l ­

lowed the track o f his horfe i n the fnow, 

t i l l i t turned into the woods, and c o n c l u ­

ded any further pur fu i t w o u l d be v a i n by 

themfelves, they haltened to their q u a r t ­

ers, w h i c h was not a mi le di f lant , for 

affiitance. B y this t ime n ight had come 

o n , nevcrthclefs, a party o f ten or a d o -

Sen w i t h lanthorns , w e n t various roads, 

and 



and i n t o the woods, w h i c h they traverfed 

belt part o f the n i g h t , b u t could n o t 

obferve the leafl trace o f h i m ; the next 

m o r n i n g they renewed the fearch, a n d 

about five miles off, i n a bye place, 

f o u n d his horfe fattened by the bridle to a 

fence, clofe by a r ivulet , to w h i c h they 

c o u l d trace the feet o f a m a n u p o n the 

f n o w , n h e y fol lowed the track t i l l they 

came u p o n the ice, w h i c h led them to the 

bend o f the current under a h a n g i n g rock, 

where the r iver had not been frozen over, 

and w h i c h , by the rapidity o f the current 

at that place, feldom d i d , and there i t is 

i m a g i n e d he fell i n , before he came to this 

the ice twice gave way, but being i l l a l low, 

he had fcrambled out . H i s companions 

c o u l d not l o n g remain i n fufpcnce, for 

fending his fervant back for one o f his 

fhoes, o n his re turn they f o u n d i t exactly 

fitted the track i n the f n o w , and f r o m his 

horfe being fo near, i t left l i t t le r o o m for 

d o u b t . However^ fome fhort t ime after, 

.a l l 



a l l doubts were removed, as the body 

was f o u n d — p o o r m a n — I d i d the laff. fad 

office w i t h a heavy h e a r t — b u t his memory 

w i l l be fincerely lamented, by thofe that 

k n e w h i m , 

Y o u r s , & c . 

L E T -
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L E T T E R W Q C . 

Barracks, Charlottsfvilk, in Virginia t 

April 18, 1780. 

M Y D E A R F R I E N D , 

T I T T L E has tranfpired o f intell igence 

w o r t h re lat ing, unlefs a repetit ion of 

grievances and hardfhips, d u r i n g a l o n g 

and fevere W i n t e r , - a n d a l l hopes o r ex­

pectation o f any exchange t a k i n g p l a c e ; 

there has been a meeting o f C o m i i v i l i m n ­

ers f r o m b o t h armies for. that purpofe, 

b u t they c o u l d not agree to the different 

proport ions o f exchange, as to the n u m ­

ber o f foldiers i n l ieu of an ofBcer. A s to 

m y fentiment;s u p o n this head, or any the 

leaft 



leaff. tending to pol i t ics I a m debarred 

f r o m , as this letter muff undergo the ex­

a m i n a t i o n o f the A m e r i c a n C o m m a n d i n g 

O f f i c e r ; therefore, being confined, I fha l l 

give y o u m y obfervations and remarks o n 

the cufloms o f the c o u n t r y , and w h a t ­

ever m a y concern o u r a r m y , as they oc­

cur to m e m o r y , w h i c h , t h o u g h y o u a l ­

l o w to be tolerable, is n o t fo great as 

Csefar's, w h o forgot n o t h i n g b u t injuries. 

Since I have been i n V i r g i n i a I never 

c o u l d aflign the reafon w h y the oxen and 

fheep fhould be fo f m a l l , h a v i n g f u c h 

abundance o f grafs d u r i n g the fummer, 

i n the u n l i m i t e d range o f woods * b u t 

the w i n t e r has f u l l y demonffrated the 

caufe, w h i c h arifes f r o m the planters 

p a y i n g fuch l i t t le attention to their cattle 

d u r i n g the inclement feafon, by w h i c h 

means they ftarve the y o u n g ones, or at 

leaff. f l i n t their g r o w t h , fo that they 

but very feldom g r o w fo large as i f they 

VOL. I I . O g were 



were better managed, being content i f 

they can but fave their l i v e s ; and t h o u g h 

they fuffer t h e m to be fo poor i n the 

w i n t e r , yet they prefently grow fat again 

i n the f p r i n g , w h i c h they effeem fuffi-

cient for their purpofe. T h i s is the rea-

fon their beef and m u t t o n is neither fo 

l i t g f i n o r fo fat as i n E n g l a n d ; their 

f le ih, however, is eifeemed delicate, and 

has certainly a fine flavor. 

A m o n g the cur ious plants g r o w i n g i n 

A m e r i c a , none contr ibute more to the 

beauty o f the f p r i n g t h a n the dogwood, 

w h i c h grows i n great abundance, and, 

w h e n adorned w i t h its numerous white 

fiowers, appears de l ight fu l . T h e w o o d is 

very h a r d , and breaks i n t o fmal l f ibres ; 

for w a n t o f fuch neceflary implements 

as tpoth-bruihes , we fubftitute this w o o d . 

T h e inhabitants have a cuf fom o f t y i n g 

a b r a n c h o f this tree r o u n d the catties' 

neck, 



when they fa l l d o w n exhausted by heat i n 

the fummer, i m a g i n i n g that its v i r tue 

contributes to their recovery. 

T h e r e is another tree rather peculiar 

to A m e r i c a called the t u l i p tree, and i t 

creates af toni ihment , i n the f p r i n g to be­

h o l d trees o f fuch a magnitude, for they 

are very large and lofty, bearing a flower 

for a for tn ight together in* fhape, fize 

and co lour refembling t u l i p s . T h e leaves 

g r o w in a very peculiar fhape ; f r o m 

whence the tree has, i n fome places, the 

appellat ion o f the o ld woman's fmock, 

ima'nnina; a refemblance below the leaves. 

T h e loo* huts i n w h i c h the foldiers re-

fide, a l though erected fuch a fhort t ime, 

are become extremely dangerous, the t i m ­

bers being nearly deffroyed by an infect 

that is i n the bark o f the tree, w h i c h , 

for w a n t of the nour i fhment i t receives 

G g 2 f r o m 



f r o m the turpentine whuff the tree is 

g r o w i n g , preys u p o n the fo l id part o f the 

t i m b e r ; and thefe infects, f r o m the de-

f l r u c f i o n as wel l as the noife they make, 

have the appel lat ion of fawyers, a n d is 

certa inly a very proper o n e ; for I have 

feen t imber , nearly the circumference o f 

one's waift, w h i c h had not been cut d o w n 

above fix m o n t h s , that u p o n f l r i p p i n g off 

the bark, there was n o t h i n g but the ap­

pearance o f faw-duft, w i t h a vaff n u m b e r 

o f thefe infects, refembling a large 

g r u b - w o r m . 

T h e foldiers have been fo indifferently 

fuppl ied w i t h provif ions, the barracks 

f w a r m w i t h rats o f an enormous fize, 

and n o t w i t h t t a n d i n g each hut has a cat 

o r two, they arc very troublefome, and 

w i t h every precaut ion, they are c o n t i n u ­

al ly def i roying the men's cloaths and bed­

d i n g d u r i n g the n i g h t s it is no very 

u n c o m m o n t h i n g to fee t h e m r u n n i n g fix 

o r 



.or feven, one after the other, i n the inter­

stices o f the logs w i t h w h i c h the huts are 

Conflrucfed. 

Y o u may recollect, o n o u r firft a r r i ­

v a l i n this province, I mentioned that a 

n u m b e r o f duels were fought , and w h a t 

p a r t l y occalioned them. T h e y have o f 

late been frequent amongft the G e r m a n 

officers, but f r o m different motives—dis­

putes at g a m b l i n g . T h e i r manner o f 

f i g h t i n g is ra.ther l i n g u l a r . E a c h party 

goes to the field w i t h a fecond, and after 

/ t r i p p i n g to the Hurt , advancing, fhake 

each other by the h a n d , draw their 

fwords, and cut and flafli each other 

t i l l one party rel inquiihes the contef t ; 

a n d , unlefs the inveteracy is very obf t i -

nate, the conflict: is over u p o n the leaff. 

appearance o f b iood o n either fide 9 

this is deemed a fufneient p r o o f of their 

courage and juft i f icat ion o f their h o n o r . 

M o f t o f the duels a m o n g them have ended 

G § 3 in. 
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i n this manner except one, where the c o m ­

batants mut i lated one another i n ' a m o i l 

f h o c k i n g manner, as nearly to endanger 

each other's l i fe. 

I t is n o l i t t le pleafure to m c that I 

a m unreif rained f r o m c o m m u n i c a t i n g and 

opening myfel f freely to y o u , fince I be­

gan this letter, as an o p p o r t u n i t y has oc­

curred, o f fending i t w i t h o u t i n f l e c ­

t i o n by an officer w h o has received an ac­

c o u n t o f his being exchanged. B y the 

mode that I intended to fend this , w h i c h 

was by a flag o f truce r e t u r n i n g to N e w 

Y o r k , I wrote feveral o t h e r s ; fome were 

f ranked by C o l . B l a n d and others by C o l . 

Sherwood, the A m e r i c a n Officers c o m ­

m a n d i n g the troops at the barracks. T h e 

f o r m e r behaved w i t h true politenefs and 

l iberal i ty o f f e n t i m e n t ; he o n l y required 

an officer to pledge his w o r d and h o n o r , 

as a gent leman, there was n o t h i n g p o l i ­

t ica l contained i n the letter, o n a f f i rming 

i w h i c h , 



w h i c h , the C o l o n e l cleared the letter to be 

fealed, and o n i t wrote, E x a m i n e d , and 

figned his name. T h e latter, w i t h a n i n -

quif it ivcncfs, , accompanied w i t h mdenefs 

and impert inence, not o n l y read every 

letter, fentence after fentence, b u t made 

animadverfions o n t h e m ; the C o l o n e l , 

l ike m o l t perfons poffeffed of an i m p e r t i ­

nent curiof i ty , met w i t h a fevere rebuke 

f r o m L i e u t e n a n t C h a r l t o n of the 2Cti l 

regiment, but I am afraid he was too 

i g n o r a n t to take the fenfe o f i t . A f ­

ter lie had read his letter, and feeing the 

name o f C h a r l t o n figned to i t , the C o l o ­

nel exclaimed, c c C h a r l t o n , C h a r l t o n ! I 

" .recol lected a captain o f a fhip o f that 

" name, w h o had a relat ion that was 

< c a name-fake o f m i n e . " — " V e r y proba-

" b ly , S i r , " replied C h a r l t o n , < c and there 

" may be one of that nar^e i n my f a -

" m i l y ; b u t T i l venture to fay, i f there 

" is , he pofleiles more l iberal ideas and 

" principles than the A m e r i c a n Skrwoods."-

, G g 4 Some 



Some fhort t ime fince I became acquaint­

ed w i t h a C o l o n e l W a l k e r , w h o has lately 

been elecfed a Delegate to reprefent this 

State i n Congrefs. T h e u f u a l hofpita l i ty 

o f the country prefides at his houfe j b u t 

w h a t renders i t unpleafant, the f a m i l y w i l l 

chiefly converfe o n pol i t ics , but alv/ays 

w i t h moderat ion. I was m u c h pleafed 

w i t h a very noble and animated fpeech o f 

the Colonel 's father, a m a n poffeffing a l l 

his faculties w i t h f frong underftanding, 

t h o u g h confiderably above eighty years o f 

age. O n e day, i n chat, w h i l e each was 

del iver ing his fentiments o f what w o u l d 

be the ftate o f A m e r i c a a century hence, 

the o l d m a n , w i t h great fire a n d f p i r i t , 

declared his o p i n i o n , that " the A m e r i -

" cans w o u l d then reverence the refolution 

< { o f their forefathers, and w o u l d eagerly 

u i m p r e f s an adequate idea o f the facred 

c c value o f freedom i n the minds o f their 

( C ch i ldren , that i t may defcend to the 

e j lateft pofterity j that i f i n any future 

" ages 



$ c ages they fhould be again called f o r t h 

* l to revenge publ ic injuries, to fecure that 

c t freedom, they fhould adopt the fame 

" meafures that fccured i t to t h e m by the i r 

" brave anceffors." 

T o y o u , fo converfant w i t h the w o r l d , 

I need not fay, that there are a clafs 

o f people c o n t i n u a l l y at variance w i t h 

themfelves and a l l the w o r l d , and w h o m 

n o t h i n g can pleafe. W h e n one o f f u c h 

a defcription gets into the army, y o u c a n ­

n o t conceive how very unpleafant i t is to 

have any concerns w i t h h i m , efpecially i f 

he is regardlefs o f l i fe. Senfible that 

a n officer mutt accept a challenge, he does 

n o t hefitate to deal them i n abundance, 

a n d fhort ly acquires the name o f a 

f i g h t i n g m a n ; but as every one is n o t 

w i l l i n g to t h r o w away his l ife, w h e n c a l l ­

ed u p o n by one w h o is indifferent o f his 

o w n , m a n y become condefcending, w h i c h 

this man immediately conftrues i n t o fear, 

a n d 



and p r e f u m i n g u p o n t h i s , acts as i f he 

imagined n o one dare contradict h i m , 

b u t a l l muff y ie ld obedience to his w i l l . 

O n e o f this unhappy di fpof i t ion has 

lately broke f o r t h f r o m the reclufe manner 

i n w h i c h he l ived, hav ing o n l y one aflb-

ciate, o f a fnni lar di fpof i t ion, and wifhed 

t o ingratiate h imfe l f w i t h the officers at 

large. T h e r e was no keeping h i m at a 

cliffance by f o r m a l c ivi l i t ies , as. he w o u l d 

intrude at a l l times and feafons. B e i n g a 

l i t t le k n o w n to an officer w h o rcfides w i t h 

u s , he came one day to d i n n e r ; and w i t h 

the idea that he w o u l d lay under no o b l i ­

gat ion for i t , invi ted the whole mefs to 

dine w i t h h i m . O n the day a p p o i n t ­

ed, there came o n a moft violent f n o w 

f f o r m , and i n the m o r n i n g we di ipatched 

a fervant w i t h an apology. H e fent w o r d 

back, " that, by G o d , he had provided 

" d inner , and he expected us and we 

had 



had no alternative, but either to encoun­

ter a ride o f near four miles i n a heavy 

fnow f torm, or, i n a l l probabi l i ty , a m a d ­

m a n the next m o r n i n g . T h e day was, 

w i t h o u t exception, the moff unpleafant I 

ever paffed i n m y l i f e ; for after we ar­

r ived at his quarters, o n his hav ing occa-

f ion to q u i t the r o o m , his c o m p a n i o n 

fhewed us a brace o f pif lols that lay u n ­

der his p i l l o w , w h i c h he conftantly flept 

w i t h , and w h i c h he had frefh loaded and 

p r i m e d that m o r n i n g , that i f any difpute 

arofe, i t m i g h t inf tant ly be decided w i t h ­

out leaving the r o o m . 

S u c h conduct cannot be confidered i n 

any other l ight than infani ty , for a pre-

tended indifference for life does not p r o ­

ceed f r o m true courage ; i f thefe vaunters 

meet w i t h one equal ly as indifferent, and 

receive a check, thev cannot brook i t . 

Such was the fate o f this unhappy m a n , 

and fo overwhelmed was he w i t h fhame, 

that 



that he put a per iod to his exigence, i n 

the f o l l o w i n g l i n g u l a r manner . 

O n e W i n t e r ' s evening, w h e n f i t t ing r o u n d 

the fire i n the coffee-room, h a v i n g fome 

occafion or other to leave i t , he l a i d his 

cane i n one chair and his gloves i n another, 

and o n q u i t t i n g the r o o m , fa id , < c let me 

fee w h o dare meddle w i t h t h e m before I 

r e t u r n . " I n the i n t e r i m an officer came i n , 

w h o being very co ld , took one of the 

chairs and drew near the f i r e ; the c o m ­

pany to ld h i m that they were M r . 's 

chairs, and what h c h a d faid, w h e n he re^ 

p l i e d " D a m n h i m , one chair is enough 

for his cane and gloves, and h i m too, I 

t h i n k . " Short ly after his re t u rn , he 

enquired w i t h eagernefs, w h o had pre.-

fumed to meddle w i t h his cane and 

gloves, when the officer to ld h i m he had, 

and that he thought i n fuch fevere weather 

every m a n ought to be content w i t h one 

chair , u p o n w h i c h he began to break o u t 

in 



i n a m o i l v iolent p a f f i o n , c 1 that his d igni ty 

i c and h i m f e l f were infui ted i n the groffeft 

manner :" w h e n the officer ftopt h i m 

fhort, by faying, " M r . , I have often 

" heard o f y o u as a f ight ing m a n , b u t 

" never was i n y o u r company before, n o w 

c c S ir , I have o n l y to tell y o u as to f ight-

i n g , I care as l i t t le about i t as y o u do, 

c t a n d , by G o d , Sir , i f y o u fay another 

" w o r d o n the fubject, I ' l l t h r o w you be-

" h i n d the f ire ." , f r o m the moff v io lent 

paffion he became inftantly ca lm, fat d o w n 

i n his chair and never fpoke another w o r d , 

but i n about ten minutes left the r o o m . 

T h a t he fhould meet w i t h fuch a rebuff, 

accompanied w i t h a threat, operated fo 

powerfu l ly o n his m i n d , that the next 

m o r n i n g he fhot h i m f e l f ; and his m a n ­

ner of p e r f o r m i n g that deed was fmgular , 

as he was f o u n d i n a fhal low ftream, 

where the water d id not cover the body, 

w i t h a piftol i n one hand and another o n 

the bank loaded. 

N u m b e r s 



N u m b e r s ' o f officers have lately been 

been exchanged; f r o m whence the p a r t i ­

al i ty proceeds I cannot furmife, but a m 

i n c l i n e d to t h i n k i t muff arife f r o m the i n ­

tereff. o f their fr iends, at head quarters at 

N e w Y o r k . N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g I am d e i l i -

tute o f any one to make an appl icat ion 

for m y exchange, I am not w i t h o u t hopes 

i t w i l l fhortly happen * for not l o n g fince 

an A m e r i c a n officer, C a p t . V a n Swear ing-

h a m , o f w h o m I made m e n t i o n as being 

taken prifoner d u r i n g the campaign, v i -

fited the Barracks . I immediately fought 

h i m out, i n hopes that, i n r e t u r n for the 

c i v i l i t y fhewn h i m , his gratitude w o u l d 

p r o m p t h i m to render me a fervice. A c ­

cordingly , o n w a i t i n g o n h i m , he expref-

fed great pleafure at feeing me, but i n f i ­

nite regret at m y being f r i l l a pri foner, 

as he f u l l y concluded that b o t h L i e u t . 

D u n b a r , as w e l l as myfelf, had l o n g fince 

been exchanged ; and I h a d the m o r t i f i c a ­

t i o n to f ind that, ignorant of o u r names, 

he 



he had defcribed our perfons to an officer 

o f our army w h o was g o i n g to N e w Y o r k , 

and w i f h i n g to feize the favourable o p ­

p o r t u n i t y o f ferving his friends, faid. they 

anfwered the defcript ion, and g i v i n g the 

C a p t a i n their names, they wrere exchanged 

i n l ieu of us. H o w e v e r , as he was g o i n g 

directly to head quarters, i t f h o u l d be his 

fir.fl bufmefs w i t h G e n . W a i l i i n g t o n to ef­

fect our exchange. O n t a k i n g m y leave o f 

h i m , y o u r favorite adage o f Nil defpa-an-

dum inf tant ly occurred to m y m i n d ; a n d I 

a m not w i t h o u t hopes, i n a fhort t ime, 

o f once more v i f i f i n g m y native fhore. 

Y o u r s , & c . 

L E T -
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Winchrjler, in Virginiat Nov. 20, 1 7 8 6 * 

M Y D E A R F R I E N D , 

A T receiving a letter, dated f r o m 

•** this place, y o u w i l l perhaps c o n ­

ceive i t is to acquaint y o u , that l h o r t l y 

after y o u ' l l fee the perfon w h o wrote i t . 

I a m not , however, as yet, fo fortunate j 

a n d not w i t h o u t ju f t caufe o f appre-

henf ion , that the bufl le and h u r r y o f the 

campaign has obliterated f r o m the me­

m o r y o f C a p t . V a n Swear ingham, that 

f u c h perfons as D u n b a r a n d m y f e l f exift. 

A n d w h e n I i n f o r m you this t o w n is not 

in 



i n the extent o f o u r parole, y o u r c u r i o -

fity n o doubt w i l l be excited, as to the 

caufe o f m y being at i t ; and y o u r f u r -

p r i z e w i l l be n o lefs, o n be ing i n f o r m e d 

that the whole a r m y are o n their m a r c h , 

Congrefs being apprehenfive, f r o m L o r d 

C o r n w a l l i s ' s o v e r - r u n n i n g the C a r o l i n a s , 

that i t is his L o r d f h i p ' s i n t e n t i o n , b y 

forced marches, to retake our a r m y . 

1 

A b o u t fix weeks ago we began o u r m a r c h 

f r o m Charlottefvi l le Barracks, the army 

m o v i n g i n the fame manner as we left 

N e w E n g l a n d ; b u t as to the place o f o u r 

deff ination, that is yet u n k n o w n : we u n -

derfland i t is to fome o f the n o r t h e r n 

provinces. A t prefent we r e m a i n here, 

t i l l a matter i n difpute is adj lifted by C o n ­

grefs between this province and M a r y l a n d , 

as the latter abfolutely refufed the army's 

entering that ftate, apprehenfive we were 

to remain there; i n confequence o f w h i c h 

fuch a body o f m e n w o u l d greatly diftrefs 

V O L . I I . I I h the 



the inhabitants i n fo f m a l l a province ^ 

and they actual ly , i n arms, oppofied our 

croffing the P o t o w m a c k . 

Y o u may n a t u r a l l y conclude the m u r ­

m u r s o f the officers were great, h a v i n g 

been given to underftand that they were 

to r e m a i n at the Barracks t i l l exchanged j 

a n d m a n y had la id out confiderable fums 

to render their log huts comfortable a-

gainft the a p p r o a c h i n g w i n t e r , as they 

had fuffered feverely f r o m the cold d u r i n g 

the laff, be ing unable to keep a fufficient 

fire w i t h o u t i m m i n e n t danger, as the 

chimneys were b u i l t , as is the c u f l o m o f 

the c o u n t r y , w i t h w o o d j and therefore, 

t o remove a l l fears o f any accident, m o i l 

o f the officers had f lone ones erected. 

Y o u w i l l fcarcely credit i t , w h e n I te l l 

y o u m y miferable l o g h u t , that was not 

more t h a n fix teen feet fquare, c o i l be­

tween t h i r t y and forty guineas i n erect­

i n g . Some officers, w h o bad leconci led 

their 



their m i n d s , w i t h an idea that they f h o u l d 

not be exchanged t i l l the t e r m i n a t i o n o f 

the war , had l a i d out great fums i n m a k ­

i n g themfelves comfortable h a b i t a t i o n s ; 

for the Barracks became a l i t t le t o w n , a n d 

there being more fociety, moff o f the of­

ficers had reforted there. T h e great o b ­

j e c t i o n to ref iding at t h e m , o n our firfl: 

a r r i v a l , was o n account o f the confined 

fituation, being not o n l y furrounded, b u t 

even i n the woods themfelves. I am apt 

to t h i n k that C o l . H a r v e y , the propr ietor 

o f the effate, w i l l reap great advantage, i f 

the province f h o u l d n o t ; as the army e n ­

t ire ly cleared a fpace o f fix miles i n c i r ­

cumference r o u n d the Barracks. 

A f t e r we quitted the Barracks, the i n ­

habitants were near a week i n deffroying 

the cats that were left behind, w h i c h , i m ­

pelled by hunger , had gone i n t o the woods, 

a n d being fo n u m e r o u s , they were appre* 

hen five, by their encreafe, they w o u l d in. 
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a fTiort t ime be u n a U e to ext i rpate; ex-

clufive o f w h i c h , there was reafon to f u p -

pofe they w o u l d become extremely w i l d 

a n d ferocious, and w o u l d be a great a n ­

noyance to their p o u l t r y . 

W e croned the Pignet R i d g e , or more 

proper ly the Blue M o u n t a i n s , at W o o d ' s 

G a p , and t h o u g h they are coniiderably 

loft ier t h a n thofe we eroded i n C o n n e c t i ­

cut , termed the Green M o u n t a i n s , we d i d 

n o t meet w i t h fo m a n y di f f icul t ies ; i n 

fhorr, y o u fcarcely perceive, t i l l y o u are 

u p o n the f u m m i t , that y o u are g a i n i n g 

a n eminence, m u c h lefs one that is o f 

fuch a prodigious height, o w i n g to the 

j u d i c i o u s manner that the inhabitants have 

made the road, w h i c h , by its w i n d i n g , 

renders the afcent extremely eafy. 

A f t e r t rave l l ing near a mi le t h r o u g h a 

t h i c k w o o d , before y o u g a i n the f u m m i t 

o f thefe m o u n t a i n s , w h e n y o u reach the 

top 



l o p y o u are fuddcnly furprized w i t h an 

u n b o u n d e d profpecr, that ftrikes y o u w i t h 

awe and amazement. A t the foot o f the 

mounta ins runs a beauti ful , r i v e r ; be­

y o n d i t a very extenfive p l a i n , interfperfed 

w i t h a variety of objects, to render the 

fcene ft i l l more d e l i g h t f u l ; and about fifty 

miles diff ant are the lof ty A l l e g a n y m o u n ­

tains, whofe tops are buried i n the clouds. 

W i n c h e f t e r is an irregular b u i l t t o w n , 

c o n t a i n i n g between three and four h u n ­

dred houfes. It was laft war, as i t is at 

prefent, the rendezvous o f the V i r g i n i a n 

troops, i n excurfions againf l the Indians. 

B y an inhabitant w h o refided i n this t o w n 

d u r i n g the laft war, I was informed, that 

before we reached F o r t d u Quefne, the 

c o u n t r y r o u n d about i t was greatly r a ­

vaged by the Indians, w h o committed h o r ­

r i d barbarities, and the t o w n itfelf was 

i n great danger, and w o u l d certainly have 

b e e n levelled w i t h the g r o u n d , and its i n -
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habitants maffacred, h a d n o t C o l . W a f h ­

i n g t o n (the prefent famous General) 

erected a fort u p o n an eminence at the 

n o r t h end o f the t o w n , that f u l l y protect­

ed i t -j n o t w i t h f f a n d i n g the Indians were 

fo b o l d as to venture i n f ight o f the t o w n , 

b u t never w i t h i n reach o f the fort . 

T h e remains o f this fort are f r i l l to be 

traced. It appears to have been a regular 

fquare fort i f icat ion, w i t h baffions at each 

angle, and the length o f the c u r t a i n be­

tween eighty and ninety feet. T h e bar­

racks are f t i l l r e m a i n i n g , w h i c h w i l l c o n ­

t a i n , w i t h eafe and comfort , near five 

h u n d r e d m e n , b u t u p o n a n emergency 

w o u l d c o n t a i n twice as m a n y , as is the 

cafe at prefent, there be ing near that n u m ­

ber o f our foldiers n o w quartered i n t h e m . 

Thefe barracks are conff ructed o f logs, i n 

the nature o f thofe at Charlottefvi l le , b u t 

u p o n a far more extenfive fcale. Since 

the commencement o f the w a r , the A m e ­

ricans 



ricans have picketted them i n , and c o n ­

verted t h e m i n t o a place o f fecurity for 

prifoners o f war. T h e r e appears to have 

been fome attempts to make a dry d i t c h 

r o u n d the f o r t ; b u t f r o m the rock being 

impenetrable , i t c o u l d not be accom-

pl i fhed. 

T h e water at W i n c h e f f er is very unplea-

fant to the talte, w h i c h I a m induced t o 

believe arifes f r o m the l i m y nature o f the 

f o i l . It affects ffrangers w i t h exceflive 

g r i p i n g s , w h i c h we feverely f e l t ; and i t 

was laughable enough to obferve o u r 

m o r n i n g falutations, accofl ing each other 

w i t h faces di i f orted w i t h p a i n , and execrat­

i n g the water and the country i n general. 

T h e inhabitants fay that i t is a fpeciflc 

againfl: m a n y difeafes. 

It was n o l i t t le mort i f i cat ion to be i n ­

formed, that w i t h i n a day's ride of each 

f r o m W i n c h e f f er, were a n u m b e r o f n a ­
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t u r a l curiofities, and that we were debar­

red f r o m v i f i t i n g t h e m . Therefore I muf f 

defcribe t h e m after the manner they were 

related to me by one o f the inhabitants . 

A b o u t t h i r t y miles f r o m A u g u f f a C o u r t 

H o u f e , there is a rock , w h i c h the i n h a b i ­

tants fay was that w h i c h Mofes ftruck 

w i t h his r o d , for out o f the fide o f i t 

burfts a torrent o f water ; and what adds 

to its beauty, the water, after r u n n i n g 

fome diffance t h r o u g h a meadow, rufhes 

d o w n a perpendicular precipice near t w o 

h u n d r e d feet deep. 

T w e n t y miles f r o m this place there is a 

moft cur ious cave, r u n n i n g near a m i l e 

under a rock, i n w h i c h are p h e n o m e n a 

that I muft leave phi lofophers to account 

for . Thefe are t w o fprings, the one be­

i n g equal i n heat to the warmeft bath, and 

the other equal to the coldeft ; they are 

about a foot afunder, and feparated by the 

n a t u r a l 



is made into convenient baths. 

N e a r thefe fprings is a r iver, w h i c h i n 

fome meafure refembles the river M o l e : 

the o n l y difference being, that the M o l e , 

a l t h o u g h i t lofes i t fe l f under g r o u n d , at 

fome miles diffant makes its appearance 

a g a i n ; whereas this river finks under a 

m o u n t a i n and never more rifes, and there-

fore is very j u f t l y called L o f l R i v e r . 

T w o natura l curiofities, w i t h i n a m o r n ­

ing's ride o f Winchef fer , we d id obta in 

permiff ion to vifft. T h e one was a cave 

o r w e l l , formed by nature ; at certain pe­

riods a perfon may defcend near t w o h u n ­

dred yards, and at others i t overflows i n 

great abundance ; by the inhabitants i t is 

called the tide w e l l , i n a l lu f ion to its ebb­

i n g and f lowing . W h a t confiderably adds 

to this wonderful p r o d u c t i o n o f nature is , 

that 



that for m a n y miles around there is n e i ­

ther mounta ins , n o r any r u n n i n g water, 

and i t is fituated i n a level country . T h e 

other , a l t h o u g h confidered a cur iof i ty i n 

this country , cannot be deeined fo by thofe 

w h o have vifited the Peak i n Derbyfhire ; 

i t being fix or feven caves i n a rock , that 

communicat e w i t h each other. 

T h e A m e r i c a n s , for a length o f t ime, 

flattered themfelves that F r a n c e w o u l d fend 

fuccours and affift t h e m , w h i c h report w e 

confidered merely raifed to revive the f p i ­

r i t o f the people, and to roufe t h e m f r o m 

their l e thargy; for at the commencement 

o f the prefent year, their affairs were i n 

fuch a ftate, that the majority were t o ­

ta l ly indifferent o n w h i c h fide the conteft 

w o u l d terminate, fenfible that their f i t u a ­

t i o n could not be more diftref l ing. B u t to 

thofe ftrongly attached to the caufe o f 

A m e r i c a , judge h o w their hopes muft have 

been revived, w h e n intell igence came that 
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F r a n c e had actual ly fent them fuccours, 

w i t h affurances o f aftifting t h e m i n the 

moft effectual manner . F r o m this per iod 

the A m e r i c a n s v a u n t i n g l y boaft, that i t is 

impoffible f o r Great B r i t a i n to overcome 

t h e m , and that i n a fhort t ime they 

fha l l witnefs the B r i t i f h armies b e i n g 

dr iven f r o m the cont inent o f A m e r i c a . 

E q u a l l y as this intelligence raifed their f p i -

r i ts , fo d i d it deprefs o u r s ; natura l ly c o n ­

c l u d i n g , that a l though F r a n c e m i g h t take 

advantage o f our u n h a p p y conteft w i t h the 

Colonies , by fe iz ing o n o u r territories e i ­

ther i n the Eaft or W e f t Indies, fhe w o u l d 

not have been the abettor o f R e b e l l i o n , 

efpecially w h e n i t is confidered fhe had ter­

ritories o f her o w n nearly i n the fame 

predicament. B u t F r a n c e ! F r a n c e ! forry 

a m I to fay i t , to ga in a fuperior i ty 

i n pol i t i ca l intrigues, y o u are indiffer­

ent by what arts o r means i t is ac-

compli fhed. 
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111 a former letter I defcribed what an 

a m a z i n g ffrong mode o f defence b lock-

houfes were ; and a tranfact ion has 

lately occurred, that not o n l y reflects the 

higheft encomiums of h o n o r and bravery 

o n thofe that defended i t , b u t is a very 

c o n v i n c i n g proof o f the veracity o f m y 

affertion. 

T h i s block-houfe was erected by a party 

o f feventy A m e r i c a n Loyal i f fs , that took 

poft o n the fhore o f H u d f o n ' s R i v e r , o p -

pofite N e w Y o r k , to fecure t h e m f r o m a 

f u r p r i z e , or fudden i n c u r f i o n o f W a f h i n g -

ton's a r m y , a n d n o t w i t h o u t ju f t caufe o f 

a p p r e h e n f i o n ; for a moft furious attack 

w a s made u p o n t h e m by near t w o t h o u ­

fand o f the A m e r i c a n s , w i t h feven pieces 

o f c a n n o n , commanded by G e n . W a y n e , 

a n d n o t w i t h f t a n d i n g a cannonade o f three 

h o u r s , almoft every fhot o f w h i c h perfo­

rated the t imbers , and feveral attempts to 

carry the place by affault, the enemy were 
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repulfed w i t h great lofs, leaving behind 

many k i l l e d a n d w o u n d e d ; and o n their 

retreat the brave feventy purfued t h e m , 

took feveral prifoners, and regained fome 

cattle that they had plundered f r o m the 

n e i g h b o u r i n g plantat ions. 

B y an officer j u r l left W a f h i n g t o n ' s 

.camp, we have received the melancholy 

account o f the death of M a j o r A n d r e , the 

A d j u t a n t Genera l o f the B r i t i f h army, 

w h o was taken as a fpy, i n negociat ing a 

bufmefs w i t h G e n . A r n o l d , w h i c h , i f ft 

had fucceeded, w o u l d have nearly been 

the overthrow of the A m e r i c a n s . T h i s 

officer was prefent at his execution, w h o 

faid, that he met his fate w i t h that cou­

rage a n d manlinefs o f behaviour, that 

deeply affect.ed every one prefent, and that 

Iris fevere defl iny was univerfal ly lament* 

e d : fo m u c h was he efteemed, that G e n . 

W a f h i n g t o n flied tears w h e n the r igorous 

fentence was p u t i n execution. W h e n he 

f o u n d 



f o u n d that his fate was inevi tably fixed 

a n d determined, and that a l l interceffions 

and every exertion o f S ir H e n r y C l i n t o n , 

t o fave his l i fe , were i n v a i n , he became 

perfectly ref igned; fo extremely compofed 

was his m i n d , that the n i g h t previous t o 

his execution, he drew the fituation o f the 

V u l t u r e (loop, as fne lay i n the N o r t h R i ­

ver, w i t h a v iew o f W e if P o i n t , w h i c h he 

fent b y his fervant t o a general officer at 

N e w Y o r k . T h e o n l y t h i n g that any way 

difcompofed h i m , o r ruffled his m i n d , and 

at w h i c h his feelings appeared h u r t , was 

the refufal o f G e n . W a f h i n g t o n to let h i m 

die a m i l i t a r y death. I n regard to this 

c ircumffance, the officer i n f o r m e d us, that 

G e n . W a f h i n g t o n w o u l d have granted his 

requef f ; but , o n c o n f u l t i n g the board o f 

general officers w h o figned his condemna­

t i o n , they deemed i t neceffary to p u t that 

fentence i n force, that was la id d o w n by 

the m a x i m s o f w a r ; at the fame t ime 

e v i n c i n g the fincereft grief, that they 

were 



were forced to c o m p l y w i t h , a n d c o u l d 

n o t deviate f r o m , the effablilhed cuffoms 

i n fuch cafes. 

B y the account this officer gave us o f 

his b e i n g taken, i t appears that M a j o r 

A n d r e was too confident o f being out o f 

d a n g e r ; for w h e n the three m e n that took 

h i m prifoner accofled h i m , they enquired 

whether he was o f the U p p e r or L o w e r 

P a r t y , [Plere it is neceffary to e x p l a i n 

thefe to y o u — t h e U p p e r P a r t y coniif fed 

o f the part izans o f the A m e r i c a n s , and the 

L o w e r P a r t y o f the A m e r i c a n L o y a l R e ­

fugees, they refide In N e w Y o r k . ] he re­

p l i e d o f the L o w e r P a r t y , n a t u r a l l y c o n ­

ce iv ing , f r o m the f ma l l diffance he was 

f r o m N e w Y o r k , they c o u l d be n o other ; 

u p o n w h i c h they undeceived h i m , a n d 

la id he muff go w i t h t h e m , for he was 

the i r pri foner. W h e n too late he per­

ceived his mif lake, a n d endeavoured t o 

convince them to the contrary , by p r o ­

d u c i n g 



d u c i n g a paflport w h i c h he had obtained 

f r o m G e n . A r n o l d , i n the name o f J o h n 

A n d e r f o n . 

T h i s feemed to have its intended effect, 

as they releafed h i m , and fuffered h i m to 

proceed w i t h o u t farther trouble ; but he 

n o t gone many yards, w h e n one o f the 

y o u n g m e n recol lect ing that he appeared 

greatly confuted, and that there was fome-

t h i n g i n the Granger's face that ffruck 

h i m f o r c i b l y w i t h a n i m p r e f l i o n o f fome 

pecul iar i ty , infifted u p o n his companions 

r e t u r n i n g to examine h i m m o r e f l r i c t l y . 

T h i s recol lect ion was decifive and fata! 

to A n d r e , w h o was l i t t le accuff omed to, or 

prepared for fuch encounters, as the officer 

t o l d us he confeffed himfel f , i n his letter 

t o G e n . W a f h i n g t o n , where he fays, " H e 

" w a s too l i t t l e verfed i n deception, to 

" practife i t w i t h any degree o r hope o f 

" f u c c e f s f o r u p o n thefe y o u n g m e n re­

t u r n i n g 



r e t u r n i n g back, he offered t h e m a confi-

derable purfe of go ld , a very valuable 

w a t c h , and innumerable other tempta­

t ions , w i t h the fafcinating offers of per­

manent provif ions for l i fe , i f they w o u l d 

either let h i m pafs, or accompany h i m to 

N e w Y o r k . I n v a i n was every lure* a n d 

every a r g u m e n t ; they cont inued inflexible, 

ffeady to their purpofe, and conducted, 

h i m pri foner to W a f h i n g t o n ' s head quar­

ters. 

H a d M a j o r A n d r e , w h e n f i r f l accofled, 

replied " o f the U p p e r P a r t y / ' he w o u l d 

have met w i t h n o hindrance. H a d they 

been, as he fuppofed, o f the L o w e r P a r t y , 

he w o u l d have been taken pri foner u p o n 

m a k i n g that declaration, and his perfon 

w o u l d have been eafily recognized u p o n 

his a r r i v a l i n N e w Y o r k $ b u t the hafty 

declaration, that he was o f the L o w e r 

P a r t y , led to his u n h a p p y deffmy. 
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A s i t is m u c h eafier to p o i n t out errors 

t h a n correct t h e m , I fhal l q u i t this me­

l a n c h o l y topic w i t h obferving, that i t is 

very evident f r o m the t ime M a j o r A n d r e 

undertook his arduous c o m m i f l i o n , t i l l he 

met his fevere fate, that he difplayed a 

refolut ion and ftrength o f m i n d requihte 

for great actions, w h i c h n o doubt w o u l d , 

at fome future day, have rendered h i m 

an ornament to his profeffion, and, b y 

fome b r i l l i a n t a c h i e v e m e n t , adored by his 

K i n g and C o u n t r y . 

W h a t are termed thefe U p p e r and L o w e r 

Parties are mof l ly k n o w n to each other, 

a n d poffefs great inveteracy o n b o t h fides j 

and it is n o u n c o m m o n t h i n g , w h e n t w o 

parties meet, to obfervc the nearei l ties 

o f k i n d r e d oppofed to each other. B o t h 

parties range at large between the B r i t i i h 

and A m e r i c a n l ines, and it has more t h a n 

once happened, w h e n t w o parties have 

met at the fame place, that there has been 

a ccflUtion 



a cefTation o f hofti l it ies, they have fat 

d o w n to a good fupper, and fpent a j o v i a l 

evening. A t p a r t i n g they agree to go i n 

different directions, and after a certain 

fpecified t ime have again met and fought 

moff defperately. 

T h e Americans have circulated a report 

that there has been a great r iot i n L o n ­

d o n , that the M e m b e r s o f both Houfes o f 

P a r l i a m e n t had been grofsly inful ted, that 

a n u m b e r o f houfes had been b u r n t a n d 

a l l the prifons fet open, w i t h other reports 

equally as r i d i c u l o u s . W e give the A m e ­

ricans great credit for ra i f ing them, as 

their motives are anfwered by i t , that o f 

keeping u p the fpirits o f the people, a n d 

to imprefs their minds w i t h an idea that 

Great B r i t a i n muff r e l i n q u i f h the conteff. 

T h e y are too abfurd to be credited b y 

an E n g l i s h m a n . P r a y be part icular i n 

y o u r next, i f fuch a t h i n g has really h a p ­

pened, w h i c h i t is almoft too abfurd to 
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fuppofe. Surely we have enemies enough 

to contend w i t h abroad, w i t h o u t any broi ls 

at home. It is really, too r idiculous a n d 

abfurd to imagine that fuch an event has 

taken place, o r to give i t a moment 's 

thought . 

Y o u r s , &c» 
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L E T T E R LXXII. 

Frederick's Town, Maryland, April IZ, 1 7 8 1 . 

M Y D E A R F R I E N D , 

T N a few days after my la l t letter we left 

W i n c h e f f er, to proceed o n o u r m a r c h 

t o this place, i t being fettled by Congrefs 

that the army is to r e m a i n here t i l l fome 

f i tuat ion f h o u l d be fixed o n ; b u t the i n ­

habitants t h i n k this only a deception, to 

grant permiff ion for entering the p r o v i n c e , 

a n d that we are to remain i n this t o w n . 

Q u i t t i n g W i n c h e f f er, we recroffed the 

B l u e R i d g e at W i l l i a m s ' s G a p , a n d i n o u r 
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m a r c h to this place there was l i t t le w o r ­

t h y notice, except the Shennando R i v e r , 

w h i c h is exceedingly romant ic and beaut i ­

f u l , w i t h a variety o f falls 3 and the w a ­

ter is fo tranfparent, that the pebbles may 

be feen at the depth o f feven or eight feet. 

T h e r e are plenty o f t rout and other fifh ; 

b u t i t is not navigable even for canoes, o n 

account o f the innumerable rocks that are 

under water ; and, i n t ranfport ing goods 

d o w n the r iver , the inhabitants make ufe 

of rafts. W h e n we croffed, i t was nearly 

f rozen over. 

U p o n o u r a r r i v a l i n this t o w n , I was not 

fo fortunate i n o b t a i n i n g fuch c o m f o r t ­

able quarters, as w h e n I laft paft t h r o u g h 

i t ; be ing obliged to p u t u p at a miferable 

d i r t y tavern, w i t h t w o other officers, at 

w h i c h we remained t i l l the f inal determi­

n a t i o n of Congrefs, as i t was f u l l y t h o u g h t 

w c were td proceed fur ther to the n o r t h ­

w a r d . 

W e 



W e remained o n l y n ine days at this 

tavern, and u p o n q u i t t i n g i t the l a n d l o r d 

gave us the f o l l o w i n g cur ious B i l l , w h i c h I 

fend y o u by way o f fpecimen o f the A m e ­

r ican mode o f c h a r g i n g . 

!o. . L i e u t . A n b e r r y , D r • 

19. To 3 breakfafles a 1 2 dollars - jT, n 10 0 

To 5 ditto for fervants a 10 dollars 18 0 

To mug fyder 30. 8 quarts oats a 1 | 

dollar 90 6 c 0 

T o 3 diners a 15 dollars £. 16 17 6. 

1 quart beer 45 19 2 6 

To 3 fupers a it dollars £ . 13 10 0 . 

ditto fcrvants £ . 1 8 1 5 0 32 S 9 

To 9 quarts oats 5 1 3. 2 fupers fer-

; | vants 75 9 16 3 

SO. To 1 lodging 30. tabling and hay 3 

I \ horfes a 12 dollars 13 10 0 *5 0 0 

To 9 quarts oats 5 1 3 . 3 breakfails 

: 1 3 1 0 0 - - 18 11 3 
To 3 breakfails for fervants 1 1 5 0 . 

mug fyder 30 12 ! 5 0 

To 4 differs a 15 dollars 22 ,10 4. 4 d o . 

fervants 1 5 0 0 * •* 3 7 10 0 

To 9 quarts oats.5 1 3 . 2 mugs fyder 

60. .2 do. beer 90 12 i i 3 

To 3 fupers.j3.10 0. ditto for fervants.' 

115 a - . •• . • 24 '5 0 

http://fupers.j3.10


To 9 quarts oats 5 1 3 - * 5 1 3 

2 1 . Stabling and hay 3 horfes day and night 2 0 5 Q 

T o lodging 30 a 15 ds. 3 ditto a 12 

ds. 1 3 1 0 o - - - 1 5 0 0 

To 3 mugs beer 6 1 5 o. mug fyder 3 0 8 5 0 

To 9 quarts oats 5 1 3 . 9 qts. ditto 

5 1 3. ditto 5 1 3 - 1 5 3 9 

To 3 fupers a 12 ds. 1 3 1 0 0 . ditto 

for fervants 1 1 5 0 - 2 4 1 5 p 

32. To lodging 30. ftabling and hay 3 

horfes day and night 20 o o - 21 1 5 o 

To 3 quarts oats 5 1 3. 3 breakfafts 

1 3 I O O - - - 1 8 1 1 3, 

To 3 breakfafts for fervants 1 1 5 0 1 1 5 0 

To 18 quartsoats 1 0 2 6 . diners 1 6 1 7 6 2 7 0 0 

To 2 mugs fyder 60. mug beer 4 5 S 5 o 

T o 3 fupers 1 3 1 0 0 - - 1 3 1 0 0 

23. T o lodging 30. ftabling and hay 3 

horfes day and night 1 0 0 0 - 2 1 1 5 0 

T o 9 quarts oats 5 1 3 . 3 breakfafls 

1 3 1 0 o - - 1 8 1 1 3 

To 1 8 quarts oats 1 0 2 6. 3 diners 

1 6 1 7 6 - - 2 7 o o 

T o 1 mug fyder 30. mug beer 4 5 * 3 1 5 o 

To 3 fupers 1 3 10 e - 1 3 1 0 0 

24. To lodging 30. ftabling and hay for 

3 horfes day and mght 2p 0 0 - 2 1 1 5 Q 

To 3 breakiafts 1 3 1 0 . 1 5 quts oats 

8 1 4 3 - - 2 1 1 1 3 

To corn 1 0 quts 7 1 0 o. Diners 

1 6 1 7 6 - - 2 4 7 6 



T o 2 mugs beer 90. 1 mug fyder 30 6 0 0 

To 4 fupers 18 o o - - 18 O O 

2 5 . To lodging 30. ftabling and hay 3 

horfes day and night 20 0 o - 21 15 o 

To 3 breakfafts 13 10 o. 3 diners 

16 1 7 6 . . . 30 7 $ 

T o 32 quarts oats 18 .0 o. 3 fupers 

13 10 o - - 31 1 0 o 

16. To lodging 30. ftabling and hay 3 

horfes day and night 20 0 0 - 2 1 1 5 0 

To 3 breakfafts 13 10 o. 2 diners 

11 5 o - - 2 4 15 o 

To 3 mugs beer 90. mug fyder 30 

yefterday - - 6 0 0 

To mug fyder 30. diner 5 12 6. Bowl 

tody 60 - - 10 2 6 
To 2 quarts oats 22 6 - 1 2 6 

730 10 o 

To 4 quarts ditto 4 5 • a, 5 

True balance £.732 15 o 

To the hier of the dineing room, hard 

money - - 1 'S 

Errors excepted, 

Per ROB. W O O D . 

Jan. the 3d, 1781. Reed of M r . Thos, A m -

berry, Seven hundred and thirty-two Pound fif­

teen Shillings, in full for the Paper Currency Ac­

count above. 
Per R O B . W O O D . 



A f t e r peruf ing the articles o f the b i l l , 

and f i n d i n g . t h e m juff, as was cuftomary, 

I afked the l a n d l o r d what he w o u l d a l l o w 

i n exchange for h a r d money. H e , being 

a ff aunch A m e r i c a n , flew i n t o a v iolent 

p a f l i o n , fay ing, " H e was furpr ized I 

" f h o u l d make h i m fuch ari o f fer ; that 

c t there were rafcals e n o u g h already to 

" r u i n their c o u n t r y , by fe l l ing and traf-

" f i c k i n g i n paper} and that, for his part , 

u he k n e w n o difference between C o n -

I I grefs money and K i n g George's." I 

begged h i m to be pac i f ied; that i n h a l f 

a n h o u r I w o u l d fettle his b i l l ; w h e n , 

w i t h the utmoft infolence, he replied, " I 

" fwear n o w , i f i t an't fettled by twelve 

o'clock, I fwear 111 fend the flieriff af-

" ter y o u , and y o u ' l l foon fee the infide o f 

, ( t h a t place," p o i n t i n g to the p r i f o n o p -

** pofite his houfe." 

Y o u ' l l n o doubt be f u r p r i z e d , that , for 

the fellow's impert inence, I d i d not give h i m 

a horfe-



a h o r f e - w h i p p i n g , w h i c h , had i t been i n 

E n g l a n d , a landlord w o u l d hardly have 

efcaped. B u t , m y dear F r i e n d , we are be­

come perfect. Stoics, and i t requires a n 

inf inite torture to ruffle o u r temper i n 

the leaff. W e have fo l o n g been accuf-

tomed to i l l language and infolence f r o m 

the infer ior fort, that we really pay n o 

more attention to i t , t h a n G e n . P h i l l i p s 

obferved we f h o u l d to the cack l ing o f fo 

m a n y geefe. 

O n m y q u i t t i n g the fel low to go i n 

fearch o f paper money, i t occurred to me 

that he m i g h t employ fome one to w a t c h 

over me. I therefore went to the barracks 

and fent a fcijeant, w h o foon came back, 

w h e n I returned and paid h i m his b i l l o f 

feven hundred and t h i r t y - t w o pounds fif­

teen {hillings : and obferving the i t e m o f 

one p o u n d fifteen i h i l l i n g s i n h a r d money , 

I tendered h i m the f u m i n paper, re tort ­

i n g u p o n h i m his o w n words , that he 

knew 



k n e w o f no d i f t i n c t i o n . T h e fe l low a p ­

peared m u c h confounded and afhamed; 

b u t as the charge was an agreement w i t h 

his wife , w h o was to have i t as a p e r q u i ­

site, for the entire ufe o f the r o o m , I p a i d 

the half-joe excluftve o f the b i l l : n o doubt 

the fe l low w o u l d not have made the leaff 

fcruple o f confcience to have taken the 

w h o l e a m o u n t i n fpecie. 

Y o u r curiof i ty is raifed to k n o w at what 

rate I purchafed the paper money to dis­

charge the b i l l . K n o w then, that the 

enormous f u m o f feven hundred and thirv* 

t y - t w o pounds fifteen m i l l i n g s , I dif-

charged for about f o u r guineas and a 

hal f . A f t e r this I t h i n k I need not m e n ­

t i o n any t h i n g more o f the depreciation 

o f paper money. 

I t be ing determined by Congrefs that 

the army is to make fome refidence i n 

this t o w n , the m e n are quartered m very 

comfortable 



comfortable barracks, that were b u i l t by 

the Amer icans fince the commencement 

o f the war , are better fupplied w i t h p r o ­

vi f ions, and al lowed many privi leges, 

fuch as w o r k i n g for the inhabitants per­

mitted to go i n t o the country to p u r ­

chafe vegetables, & c . and fince the m e n 

have been prifoners they -have never e n ­

joyed fo m a n y comforts . Such treat­

ment is more l ike ly to have the defiled 

effect o f Congrefs t h a n i l l ufage, i n tempt­

i n g them to defert. So prevalent, indeed, 

has been defertion i n o u r regiment, that 

-it is n o w reduced to fixty m e n , i n c l u d ­

i n g non-commif f ioned officers, and the 

other regiments are i n p r o p o r t i o n , a l l o f 

w h i c h , i n Canada, muffcred f o u r hundred 

and fifty. 

T h e officers are quartered i n the t o w n 

a n d plantations around. M y quarters 

are at a C o l . Beattie's, of the m i l i t i a , w h o , 

t h o u g h ffrongly attached to the A m e r i c a n 

caufc, 



caufe, h a v i n g a fon i n the M a r y l a n d re­

giment , i n Genera l Greene's army, is n o t 

w i t h o u t a penchant for a l i t t le o f the 

true touchjione. T h e plea he makes to his 

c o u n t r y m e n for a d m i t t i n g us into h is 

houfe is, that as he has a large f a m i l y 

a n d muff provide for them i n the beff 

m a n n e r pofl ible. 

Siuce our a r r i v a l i n this province a 

perfon has introduced h i m f e l f to the of­

ficers as a c lergyman, and as one f frongly 

attached to the B r i t i i h government. T h e 

inhabitants fay that he was never o r d a i n ­

ed, and that he has created m u c h c o n f u -

f ion i n various families by d i f a v o w i n g 

their marriage, he h a v i n g n o r i g h t to 

p e r f o r m the ceremony. T h i s has cut out 

abundance of w o r k for the l imbs o f the 

l a w . H e f f i l l performs D i v i n e fervice at 

various churches, w i t h a l l their r e g u ­

l a r duties. W h e t h e r his p o l i t i c a l p r i n ­

ciples are p u t o n for the fake o f o u r c o m ­

pany 



pany and a l i t t le conviv ia l i ty , I cannot 

pretend to f a y ; but this m u c h I can af­

f i r m as to his rel igious ones, that he f o l ­

lows St. P a u l to a t i t t le , being " all things 

to all menfor he w i l l fwear w i t h thofe 

that fwear, and d r i n k w i t h thofe that 

drink* 

Y o u r s , Sec, 

h E T 



L E T T E R L X X I I L 

Colonel Seattle's Plantation, near Frederick 

7'otvh, in Maryland, July \ \, 1781. 

M Y D E A R F R I E N D , 

T O O T H I N G w i l l more f u l l y i l luftrate 

**• the t y r a n n y and opprefhon o f C o n ­

grefs and its upffarts i n power, than re­

c i t i n g t w o o f the moff flagrant aefs o f 

in ju i f ice , at the houfe o f one T a y l o r , a 

Q u a k e r , where C a p t . Jamefon, o f o u r re­

g i m e n t , is quartered. O n e o f the collec­

tors , for a tax o f forty-eight m i l l i n g s , 

took f r o m the ffable a beaut i fu l horfe, 

w o r t h near t h i r t y g u i n e a s ; a n d for a n o ­

ther o f about five or fix pounds , they 

b r o u g h t 



brought carts, and conveyed away a large 

Hack o f hay, o f near forty pounds value. 

T h i s paffive m a n (who, I l h o u l d i n f o r m 

y o u , was a true f r iend to G o v e r n m e n t , 

and i n confequence greatly perfecuted) 

made no other c o m p l a i n t t h a n , " W e l l , 

'* let them take—-let them take a l l m y 

" f lock, m y f a r m , and t u r n me out o f m y 

" houfe, I have that by me that w i l l never 

" let me want i n m y o l d age." 

F r o m his attachment to his Sovereign, 

and fpeaking his fentiments, he was con^. 

t i n u a l l y threatened w i t h i m p r i f o n m e n t ; 

but that, and every other perfecution* he 

w o u l d bear w i t h the utmoft chearfulnefs 

and resignation, concordant to the p r i n ­

ciples o f his re l ig ion. NevertheJefs, at 

times, the poor o l d m a n w o u l d fetch a 

heavy l i g h , as i f his heart was bur f t ing 

w i t h grief, and excla im, " A h , wel l -a-day! 

" l i t t le d id I t h i n k , after the labor of m y 

V O L . II- K k c i y o u t h . 



c < y o u t h , and t r a i n i n g up a large family i n 

" the fear o f the L o r d , this w o u l d have 

" been the reward o f my o l d age. T h e r e , 

" fr iend, ( p o i n t i n g to fome extenfive mea-

" dows that were before his houfe) w i t h 

" thefe hands d i d I clear that g r o u n d , a n d 

t £ many a weary n i g h t have I worked b y 

" l ight o f p ine wood, to leave my c h i l -

" dren an inheritance, w h i c h is dai ly threa-

" tened to be taken f r o m me." H e r e his 

fortitude w o u l d be overcome ; and, after 

a l i tt le refpite, his f inal exc lamation was,. 

c t T h e L o r d ' s w i l l be done." 

O h , Americans I i f this is the bafis 

o n w h i c h y o u are to eftabliih y o u r i n ­

dependence, furely y o u muft t h i n k there 

w i l l be a day of re tr ibut ion ! A n d though 

i t may not fa l l o n y o u r heads, the next 

generation may have caufe to curfe the 

calamities their forefathers have brought 

o n them. 

W e 



W e daily expect to remove f r o m this 

province, o n account o f the movements 

o f L o r d Cornwal l is ' s army, w h i c h we u n -

derffand is f o r m i n g a j u n c t i o n w i t h the 

troops landed i n V i r g i n i a , under the c o m ­

m a n d o f G e n . P h i l l i p s and G e n . A r n o l d , 

and this ffate are not w i t h o u t apprehen­

sions o f a defcent being made by the K i n g ' s 

forces. Therefore to impede this progrefs, 

G e n . W a f h i n g t o n has detached t w o ffrong 

bodies, one of cont inental troops, under 

the c o m m a n d o f the M a r q u i s de l a F a y ­

ette, and the other confi f t ing o f the P e n -

fylvania l ine , under G e n . W a y n e . T h e y 

paffed thro ' Frederick T o w n laft m o n t h , 

and appeared to be moftly Scotch and I r i f h , 

w i t h a great n u m b e r o f blacks. T h e y 

were badly cldathed, and fo extremely 

m u t i n u o u s and difcontented, that their 

officers were afraid to truft t h e m w i t h 

a m m u n i t i o n . I obferved that they wore 

black and white cockades ; the g r o u n d be­

i n g the firft color and the relief o f the 

K k 2 other. 



other. O n e n q u i r i n g the caufe, a very 

pompous A m e r i c a n replied, " It was a 

" c o m p l i m e n t to, and a fymbol of affec-

" t i o n for, their generous and m a g n a n i -

" mous allies the F r e n c h . " 

O u r quarters have been rendered very 

difagreeable to us by an unpleafant c i r ­

cumftance, the death o f the Colonel 's fon, 

w h o was k i l led at the battle o f C a m d e n , 

i n the Carol inas. H e , as wel l as the whole 

fami ly , have taken i t m u c h to heart, and 

the houfe has been ever fince a fcene 

o f lamentat ion. W h a t renders i t ftill more 

difagreeable is, whenever we meet the C o ­

lonel , he feems extremely anxious to be 

revenged u p o n us. W e are feeking out for 

other quarters, but they are very difficult 

to be obtained. 

A t Eafter holidays tin y o u n g people 

have a cuf tom, i n this province, o f b o i l ­

i n g eggs i n logwood, w h i c h dyes the fhell 

c r i m f o n , 



c r i m f o n , and though this co lour w i l l not 

rub off, y o u may, w i t h a p i n , fcratch o n 

them any figure or device you t h i n k p r o ­

per. T h i s is practifed by the y o u n g m e n 

and maidens, w h o prefent them to each 

other as love tokens. A s thefe eggs are 

boiled a considerable t ime to take the dye, 

the fhell acquires great strength, and the 

l i t t le chi ldren divert themfelves by s tr ik ing 

the eggs againfl each other, and that 

w h i c h breaks becomes the property o f 

h i m whofe egg remains whole. < 

T o imprefs the minds o f his chi ldren 

w i t h their glorious f lruggle for indepen­

dence, as they term i t , the C o l o n e l has a n 

egg, o n w h i c h is engraved the battle o f 

Bunker 's H i l l . T h i s he takes inf inite pains 

to explain to his chi ldren, b u t w i l l not 

fuffer them to t o u c h i t , being the per­

formance o f his fon gone to c a m p ; b u t 

n o w being i l a i n , he preferves i t as a re l ic . 

T h e Colonel favoured us w i t h a fight o f 

K k 3 i t , 



i t , and, confidering the fmal l fpace, the 

battle is very accurately delineated. 

A s we imagined, orders are arrived for 

the removal o f the army to Y o r k T o w n 

a n d Lancafter, at w h i c h places the officers 

are to be feparated f r o m the foldiers, a n d 

are to be quartered at Eaft W i n d f o r i n 

C o n n e c t i c u t . Brigadier G e n . H a m i l t o n 

has expreffed great difpleafure at this fe-r 

p a r a t i o n , w h i c h is directly againft the 

terms o f the c o n v e n t i o n ; but after C o n ^ 

grefs have broke the moft eiTential p o i n t , 

i t is v a i n to remonftiate againft fuch p r o ­

ceedings. W e are n o w i n their power, 

and they acf w i t h us as beft fuits their 

p l a n . T h e General gave out i n orders, 

that i f i t Was the defire o f the troops, he 

w o u l d proteft to Congrefs againft the fe-

parat ion ; at the fame time adding, he wel l 

k n e w i t w o u l d be i n v a i n . H e ftrongly 

recommended the foldiers to behave i n 

every refpecf, the fame as i f their officers 

were 



were prefent, and, t h o u g h feparated, they 

f h o u l d remember that subordinat ion was 

due to the non-commil f ioned officers, w h o 

f f i i l had author i ty over them. T h e G e ­

neral lamented that he was unable to f u r -

n i l h fupplies o f c loathing and other ne­

ceffaries; therefore directed officers w h o 

h a d the payment o f companies, to fettle 

the men's accounts, and give t h e m their 

balance to provide themfelves, w h i c h m o l t 

o f t h e m w i l l be enabled to do,; as the ge­

neral i ty have twenty or t h i r t y pounds to 

receive. T o m i l i t a r y men it w i l l appear 

f u r p r i z i n g , but there was a private i n the 

c o m p a n y I paid who had forty-five pounds 

due to h i m . 

T h e troops have greatly d imini fhed fince 

they came to Frederick T o w n , not o n l y 

by defertion but death, as numbers have 

fe l l a facrifice to fpirits, w h i c h are eafily 

procured and at a cheap rate, as there 

are abundance of frills around the c o u n -

K k 4 t ry , 



t ry , and the foldiers were i n a continued 

ftate of i n t o x i c a t i o n . I need not te l l y o u 

o f the inordinate paffion that foldiers i n 

general have for l i q u o r , and what a dif f i ­

c u l t matter i t is to reftrain them f r o m i t j 

b u t where i t is cont inual ly before them, 

next to an impoff ib i l i ty . W i t h i n this 

fortnight we have loft t w o i n a moft me­

lancholy way, w h o , d u r i n g the abfence o f 

the m a n that attended a ftill o n the C o l o ­

nel's p lantat ion, drank the l i q u o r hot out 

o f the pipe, and the next m o r n i n g were 

f o u n d dead i n their beds. 

I n a few days we fet out o n o u r m a r c h . 

I f an o p p o r t u n i t y occurs, I w i l l wri te to 

y o u f r o m L a n c a f t e r ; b u t you may depend, 

u p o n m y arr iva l i n Conne6ticut , to hear 

f r o m 

Y o u r ' s , & c , 

I have 



I have unfealed this Let ter , juft to add 

-a melancholy Poftfcript , o f w h i c h we have 

this moment received t idings , the lofs o f 

that brave officer General P h i l l i p s , w h o 

died la f t .month o f a fever at R i c h m o n d . 

H i s f k i l l and knowledge i n a l l m i l i t a r y 

concerns, not o n l y i n his early days re­

ceived the approbation o f that great c o m ­

mander Pr ince F e r d i n a n d o f B r u n f w i c k , 

o n various occafions i n the laft w a r i n 

G e r m a n y ; but justified fuch commenda­

t i o n by every part o f his fubfequent c o n ­

duct ; part icular ly i n the unequal led d u ­

ties, toi ls , dangers and hardfhips o f o u r 

campaign, A circumftance attended his 

death, i i m i l a r to the i n h u m a n i t y that the 

A m e r i c a n s difplayed at the interment o f 

General Frazer . F o r them, w h o m we fup­

pofe were exafperated, fome excufe may be 

pleaded ; but that the M a r q u i s de la F a y ­

ette, whofe nat ion is fo confpicuous for 

the quintelfence of les petit s attentions, m o u l d 

be gui l ty o f fuch conduct, is af tonifhing. 

F o r 



F o r notwithstanding a flag of true was 

fent to i n f o r m h i m , that acrofs the river, 

at fuch a houfe, General P h i l l i p s lay d a n -

geroufly i l l , and at the point o f death, 

and to ceafe cannonading. T h i s re-

q u e l l was denied, an inceifaut fire was 

kept u p , feveral balls went t h r o u g h the 

houfe, and one t h r o u g h the adjoining r o o m 

to where Genera l P h i l l i p s lay, juf t as he 

was breathing his laft, w h i c h di f turbing 

h i m , he exclaimed, " M y G o d , 'tis cruel , 

" they w i l l not let me die i n peace." 

L E T -



L E T T E R L X X I V . 

Eajl Wind/or, in Connecticut, Sept. 2, 1 7 8 1 . 

M Y D F A R F R I E N D , 

DI S T R E S S I N G and h u m i l i a t i n g as the 

fcene was, w h e n we commanded o u r 

m e n to pile up their arms and abandon 

t h e m o n the p l a i n o f Saratoga, ft i l l m u c h 

greater was the feparation o f the officers 

f r o m the men at Lancafter. O n the m o r n ­

i n g i t took place the regiments were p a ­

raded near the barracks, w h i c h are p i c k ­

eted i n , and converted into a p r i f o n . A t 

a fmal l diltance was d r a w n u p a regiment 

o f continental troops, the C o l o n e l o f w h i c h 

behaved 



behaved extremely polite, faying, he fhould 

not march the B r i t i i h troops to the bar­

racks, t i l l their officers informed h i m they 

were ready. W h e n the C o l o n e l was i n ­

formed he m i g h t march the men, the A -

merican troops , f o r m i n g a fquare around 

the B r i t i i h foldiers, conducted them to the 

p r i f o n . 

T h e fight was too deeply affecting, and 

we haftened f rom the fpot, C o u l d you have 

feen the faces o f duty, refpect, love and de-

fpair, y o u w o u l d carry the remembrance to 

the grave. It was the part ing o f c h i l d and 

parent, the feparation o f i o u l and b o d y -

i t effected that w h i c h the united force o f 

inclement feafons, hunger and th ir f t ? j n -

ceffant barbarity, adverfe fortune, and 4 -

merican infults heaped together, could ne­

ver have effected—it drew tears f r o m the 

eyes o f veterans, w h o w o u l d rather have 

filed their blood. A s far as founds could 

convey, we heard a reiteration of " G o d 

" blefs 



*' blefs y o u r H o n o r s . " It was fuch a fcene 

as muff leave an everlasting impreffion o n 

the m i n d . T o behold fo many men, w h o 

had bravely fought by o u r f i d e — w h o i n 

a l l their sufferings looked u p to us for 

protect ion, forced f r o m us into a p r i f o n , 

where, experiencing every feverity, per­

haps f a m i f h i n g for want o f food, and 

ready to perifh w i t h cold, they had n o 

one to l o o k u p to for redrefs, and l i tt le to 

expect: f r o m the h u m a n i t y o f A m e r i c a n s . 

It was extremely vexatious to be again 

disappointed i n v i f i t i n g Phi lade lphia , ef­

pecially w h e n i n fight o f i t ; but a l l e n ­

treaties to the M a j o r w h o efcorted us, for 

indulgence, were i n va in . H o w e v e r we 

received fome l i t t le compenfation i n paff-

i n g t h r o u g h Bethelem, at w h i c h place is 

a fettlement o f the M o r a v i a n s . 

T h e tavern at Bethelem is u p o n a n 

exceeding good p l a n , and w rell calculated 

for 



for the convenience and accommodation 

o f travellers. T h e b u i l d i n g , w h i c h is very 

extenfive, is divided t h r o u g h o u t by a paf-

fage o f near t h i r t y feet wide. O n each 

fide are convenient apartments, conf i f l ing 

o f a f i t t ing r o o m , w h i c h leads i n t o t w o 

feparate bed-chambers. A l l thefe rooms 

are wel l l ighted, and have fire-places i n 

t h e m . O n y o u r arr ival y o u are conducted 

to one o f thefe apartments, and delivered 

the key, fo that y o u are as free f r o m inter­

r u p t i o n as i f i n y o u r o w n houfe. E v e r y 

other accommodation was equal to the 

firft tavern i n L o n d o n . Y o u may be fure 

o u r furpr ize was not l i t t le , after h a v i n g 

been accuflomed to fuch miferablc fare at 

other ordinaries, to fee a larder displayed 

w i t h plenty of flfh, f o w l and game.-. 

A n o t h e r matter o f equal furpr ize , as 

we had not met w i t h fuch a t h i n g i n a l l 

o u r travels, was excellent wines o f a l l 

forts, w h i c h to us was a moft delicious 

treat, not h a v i n g tatted anv fince we left 

B o l t o n ; 



Boffcon 3 for not w i t h ( landing the fplcndor 

and elegance of feveral families we vifitcd 

i n V i r g i n i a , w i n e was a stranger to their 

tables. F o r every apartment a fervant is 

appointed to attend, whole fole bufmefs 

is to wai t o n the company belonging to i t , 

and w h o is as m u c h y o u r fervant, d u r i n g 

y o u r flay, as one o f y o u r o w n domestics. 

T h e accommodation for horfes is equal , 

w i t h fervants to attend them. I n fhort , 

i n l a y i n g out the p l a n of this tavern, they 

feem folely to have ftudied the eafe, c o m ­

fort and convenience of travellers, and is 

b u i l t upon fuch an extenfive fcale, that i t 

can w i t h eafe accommodate one hundred 

and fixty perfons. General P h i l l i p s was 

fo m u c h delighted w i t h i t , that after he 

quitted V i r g i n i a , not being permitted to g o 

to N e w Y o r k , o n account o f fome m i l i t a r y 

operations that were o n foot i n the Jerfeys, 

he returned back near forty miles to take 

up his residence at i t , merely o n account 

o f the accommodations. 

T h e 



T h e landlord accompanied us to the i n * 

tendant, or the head o f the fociety, w h o 

w i t h great politenefs fhe wed us every t h i n g 

w o r t h y o f observation o n the fettlement. 

T h e firfl place he conducted us to was 

the houfe o f the fingie women, w h i c h is a 

fpacious flone b u i l d i n g , divided, similar to 

the tavern, in to large chambers, w h i c h 

are, after the G e r m a n mode, heated w i t h 

stoves. I n thefe the y o u n g w o m e n p u r ­

sue various domeflic employments, a n d 

fome are employed i n fancy and o r n a ­

mental w o r k ; i n a l l their apartments are 

various mufical in f l ruments . T h e fuper-

intendant o f thefe y o u n g w o m e n conduct­

ed us to the apartment where they flept, 

w h i c h is a large vaulted r o o m the w h o l e 

d i m e n f i o n o f the bui ld ings , i n w h i c h 

were beds for every w o m a n . T h e women 

dine i n a large h a l l , i n w h i c h is a h a n d -

fome organ, and the walls adorned w i t h 

fcr ipture pieces, painted by fome o f the 

women 



w o m e n w h o formerly belonged to the fo-

ciety. T h i s h a l l anfwers the purpofe o f a 

refectory and c h a p e l : b u t o n Sundays 

they attend w o r f h i p at the great c h u r c h , 

w h i c h is a neat and f imple b u i l d i n g . 

T h e houfe o f the fingle m e n is u p o n 

the fame p r i n c i p l e as that o f the w o m e n ; 

u p o n the r o o f o f w h i c h is a Belvidere, 

f r o m whence y o u have not only a moft 

d e l i g h t f u l profpect, b u t a di f t inct view o f 

the whole fettlement. W e obferVed that 

the b u i l d i n g was m u c h defaced; w h i c h 

the fuperintendant informed us was occa­

sioned by the Amer icans t a k i n g i t f r o m 

the y o u n g m e n , and convert ing i t i n t o a n 

hofpi ta l for the fick and wounded, after 

the battle o f G e r m a n t o w n ; a n d , added 

he, " i t is incredible what numbers pe-

l t riftied for want o f proper care and at-

" tent ion, a n d the hofpital being i l l f u p -

" p l ied w i t h drugs." P o i n t i n g to an a d ­

j o i n i n g field, he faid, " T h e r e l ie bur ied 

V O L . I I . L 1 " near 



" near feven. or eight h u n d r e d o f the A -

" merican foldiers, w h o died here d u r i n g 

V the w i n t e r . " 

A l l manner o f trades and manufactures 

are carried o n i n this place dist inct ly , a n d 

one o f each b r a n c h $ at thefe various oc­

cupations the y o u n g m e n are employed. 

E v e r y one contributes his labor, and the 

profits ar i f ing f r o m each goes to the gene­

r a l f lock. Thefe y o u n g m e n receive n o 

wages, b u t are fuppl ied w i t h a l l necefla-

ries f r o m the various branches of trade, 

T h e y have n o cares about the ufual c o n ­

cerns o f l i fe , and their whole t ime is fpent 

i n prayer and labor -y their o n l y relaxation-

being concerts, w h i c h they p e r f o r m every 

evening. 

Thefe people, w h o are extremely fhrewd 

and fenfible, i n a manner fore feeing the i l l . 

confequences at tending a c i v i l war, had, 

before its commencement, la id i n great 

quantities 



quantities o f E u r o p e a n goods, w h i c h they 

fent to their various farms interfperfed. 

a r o u n d the fettlement. 

T h e Moravian's are n o t o n l y very af l i -

ctuous, b u t ingenious too. T h e y have 

adopted a fort o f marriage, but f r o m the 

manner o f its celebration y o u cannot f u p ­

pofe that m u t u a l tender endearments and 

happinefs to fubfift between the parties 

u n i t e d as w i t h us. A y o u n g m a n feels 

a n i n c l i n a t i o n to m a r r y , w h i c h does n o t 

proceed f r o m any object he is enamoured 

w i t h , for he never fees his wife but ohce 

before the ceremony takes place j it be­

i n g contrary to the pr inciples o f their re­

l i g i o n to fuppofe i t is f r o m the paffions 

o f nature, but merely to u p h o l d the f o -

ciety, that i t may not f ink i n t o o b l i v i o n . 

T h e y o u n g m a n communicates his i n c l i ­

n a t i o n to their pr ic l f , a fking o f h i m a girl, 

to make his wi fe , w h o c o n f u l t i n g w i t h the 

fuperintendant o f the y o u n g women,, Die 

L 1 2 produces 



produces her w h o is next i n rotation for. 

marriage. T h e prieft prefents her to the 

y o u n g m a n , a n d leaves t h e m together 

for an hour , w h e n he returns. I f they 

b o t h content, they are marr ied the next 

day. I f there is any objection, b o t h t h e i r 

cafes are' very pit iable , b u t efpecially the 

woman's , as {lie is p u t at the end of the 

l i f t , w h i c h amounts to near f ixty or fe-

v e n t y ; n o r does the poor g i r l ft and the 

leaff chance o f a hufband t i l l ihe arrives 

again at the top, unlefs the m a n feels a 

fecond i n c l i n a t i o n for marriage, for he 

never can obtain any other w o m a n t h a n 

the one w i t h w h o m he had the firft i n t e r ­

v iew. T h i s , I am induced to t h i n k , was 

the reafon o f there being fuch a n u m b e r 

o f o l d w o m e n a m o n g the fmgle ones. 

T h u s y o u fee, m y f r iend, that marriage 

a n d its inexpreflible enjoyments, are not 

the refult o f the paffions, b u t a mere 

piece o f mcchani fm, fet to w o r k by chance 

and Itopt alone by neceflity. 

When 



W h e n t w o parties meet and are uni ted 

i n marriage, a houfe is provided for them 

b y the fociety, o f w h i c h there are great 

numbers around the t o w n ; very neat h a ­

bitat ions, w i t h pleafant gardens. T h e i r 

chi ldren of either fex, at the age o f f ix , 

are taken f r o m t h e m and placed i n the 

t w o feminaries, confequently they can have 

l i t t l e affection for them. W h e n either o f 

the parties d i e ; i f the w o m a n , the m a n 

returns to the apartments o f the fingle 

m e n , and i f the m a n , the w i d o w retires 

t o a houfe that is b u i l t for that purpofe. 

T h e re l ig ion o f the M o r a v i a n s refem-

bles more that o f the Lutherans t h a n the 

C a l v i n i f f s ; i n one point i t greatly differs 

f r o m both, by a d m i t t i n g o f mufic and p i c ­

tures i n their places o f w o r f h i p . P r a y e r 

conftitutes a l m o f l a t h i r d o f their e m ­

ployment ; for exclufive o f the daily p u b ­

l i c devotions i n their great c h u r c h , they 

L 1 3 attend 



attend fervice i n their o w n chapels m o r n * 

i n g , n o o n and evening. 

Sett ing alide their r idiculous mode of 

entering i n t o the marriage ft ate, and w h i c h 

to them is o f l i t t le moment , I c o u l d not 

b u t reflect, i f content was i n this l i fe 

they enjoy i t . F a r f r o m the bui t le o f a 

troublefome w o r l d , l i v i n g i n perfect l i T 

berty, each one p u r f u i n g his o w n ideas 

a n d i n c l i n a t i o n , and refiding i n the moft 

d e l i g h t f u l f i tuation imaginable , w h i c h is 

fo healthy, that they are fubject to few, i f 

a n y difcafes, 

A s w a n t is a ftranger, fo is vice, Their; 

t o t a i ignorance o f the re imed elegancies 

o f i.fe, precludes any anxiety or regret 

that they poflefs not wealth to enjoy them* 

Nevertheless they poflefs what m a n y are 

entire ftrangers to , w h o are furrounded 

w i t h what are termed blel i ings, thofe 

true 



true and eflential o n e s — h e a l t h and t r a n ­

q u i l i t y o f m i n d ; and that y o u m a y ever 

enjoy t h e m , t h o u g h n o M o r a v i a n , i n a 

h i g h degree o f refinement, is the fincere 

w i l h of 

Y o u r s , & c . 

L E T -



L E T T E R L X X V . 

Hartford, in Connecticut, Sept. 14, l / S l i 

M Y D E A R F R I E N D , 

n p H I S is deemed the capital o f this pro* 

vince. It ftands o n the weft fide o f 

the C o n n e c t i c u t R i v e r , and is fituatecj 

about forty miles f r o m the fea-coaft, 

W e were fhewn, a m o n g other th ings , 

the f o l l o w i n g curiofities, an houfe b u i l t 

i n the year 16+0 o f A m e r i c a n oak, the 

t imbers o f w h i c h were yet found, and a l -

moft i n a ftate o f petrefaction. I n i t way 

b o r n a J o n a t h a n Belcher, Efcp w h o was 

G o v e r n o r 



G o v e r n o r o f this province as w e l l as o f 

N e w Jerfey, and, by his u p r i g h t a d m i -

niff ra t ion , ido l i zed by b o t h ffates. T h e 

fecond was an e l m tree, held as fa-

cred as ever the oak was i n the days o f 

the antient bards o f o u r o w n country t h e 

d r u i d s ; as this e l m , i n fome t ime o f i m ­

m i n e n t danger, concealed the charter o f 

the province. T h e t h i r d was a moff w o n ­

derful w e l l , w h i c h being d u g near feventy 

feet, w i t h o u t the leaff appearance o f w a ­

ter, the labourers met w i t h a large rock , 

a n d o n the miners b o r i n g this rock, i n 

order to blaff i t w i t h powder, they drove 

the auger t h r o u g h i t , u p o n w h i c h the w a ­

ter fpouted u p w i t h fuch a m a z i n g velocity , 

that i t was w i t h the utmoff diff iculty, w i t h 

the afliflance o f a n u m b e r o f p u m p s and 

a fire-engine they could keep the w e l l d r y 

t i l l i t was ffoned, w h i c h was n o fooncr 

accomplished t h a n i t fil led and r a n over, 

m d has ever fince supported, or rather 

formed, 



formed, a brook, for above one hundred 

years. 

T h e inhabitants o f H a r t f o r d relate a 

ludicrous ftory o f W h i t f i e l d , w h o trave l ­

led A m e r i c a i n the hopes o f f o w i n g the 

feeds o f M e t h o d i f m u p o n this c o n t i n e n t ; 

and, f r o m a fermon he preached at the 

great meeting i n this t o w n , y o u may be 

fure d i d not ga in over the female part o f 

his congregation j b u t was inful ted, a n d 

obliged to take Ihelter i n the firft houfe 

that w o u l d admit h i m . T h e text he had 

{elected was, " A n o i n t m y eyes w i t h eye^ 

4 1 falve." A f t e r expat iat ing for a c o n i i -

derable length o f t ime, to p o i n t out what 

was not the true eye-falve, he, i n the 

n f u a l cant o f thofe fanatic preachers, fays, 

" N o w I ' l l te l l y o u what k the real eye-

" falve—it is fa i th—it is grace—it is f i m p l i -

M c i t y — i t is v i r t u e — i t is v irg in 's water. 

" B u t , ah L o r d , where can that be f o u n d ? 

" ' P e r h a p s not i n this g r a n d a i lembly ." 

A t 



A t a place called Symfhury are fome cop­

per mines that are exhaufttd o f their ore, 

yvhich are converted to a ftate d u n g e o n ; 

where, formerly , fuch offenders as the Ge^ 

neral Af fembly d i d not chufe to p u n i f h 

w i t h death were fent, (hewing the h u m a ­

n i t y and mildnefs o f the l a w j not but , i n 

m y o p i n i o n , they w o u l d have fhewn i t 

more confiderably, by h a n g i n g u p the u n ­

fortunate wretch : for i n the courfe o f a 

few months , after l i n g e r i n g out a mifera-

ble existence, the di f folut ion o f nature puts 

a period to their pa in . Thefe mines were 

w o r k e d many years ago, the miners, b o r ­

i n g near h a l f a mi le t h r o u g h a m o u n t a i n , 

m a k i n g large cells that are forty yards be­

l o w the furface. T h e prifoners are let 

d o w n by a windlafs i n t o this dffmal ca­

vern , t h r o u g h a hole, w h i c h anfwers the 

purpofes o f conveying their food and air j 

as to l i g h t , it, fcarcely reaches them. T h i s 

place, fince the commencement o f the w a r , 

has been converted to the infamous p u r -

pofe 



pofe o f i m p r i f o n i n g Loya l i f f s , to make 

t h e m renounce their attachment to their 

Sovereign, and yie ld obedience to C o n ­

grefs ; and I a m i n f o r m e d that numbers 

have been taken f r o m their houfes, by o r ­

der o f the Affembly, and after a fl ight ex­

a m i n a t i o n where witneffes were eafdy p r o ­

cured, either t h r o u g h malice or intereff, 

they have been h u r r i e d away to this d u n ­

geon, to drag o n a fhort period o f p a i n 

a n d mifery, w h i c h , f r o m the n u m b e r o f 

ffeady fpirits w h o have been impri foned 

a n d expired i n i t , may, w i t h great p r o p r i ­

ety, be called the catacomb o f loyalty . 

T h e r e is a n a n i m a l fuppofed to be pe­

c u l i a r to N e w E n g l a n d , called the cuba. 

T h i s a n i m a l , as i f fenfible that his fa­

m i l y rely o n h i m for protect ion, is ex­

tremely tender o f them, a n d never for-

fakes t h e m t i l l death diffolves the u n i o n . 

W h a t further difplays his m a g n a n i m i t y 

i s , he never indicates the leaff anger to 

the 



the female, t h o u g h ever fo provoked by 

her. W h a t a c h a r m i n g lelfon f r o m n a ­

ture is this to m a n k i n d ; and h o w happy 

w o u l d the rat ional part o f the creation 

become, i f they d i d but purfue the exam­

ples o f i rrat ional animals. 

Y o u r s , & c 
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L E T T E R L X X V I . 

New fork, Sept. 25, 1781. 

M Y D E A R E R I E N D j 

NE W H a v e n is remarkable for h a v ­

i n g given the epithet of p u m p k i n -

heads to the N e w Englanders , w h i c h 

arofe f r o m a fevere and rel igious code o f 

laws, made at the f i r f l fettlement o f C o n ­

nect icut ; w h i c h enjoin every male to 

have his h a i r c u t r o u n d by a cap, and 

w h e n caps were not readily at h a n d , they 

fubfl i tuted the h a r d fhelf o f a p u m p k i n , 

w h i c h being p u t on their head every S a t u r ­

day, the h a i r was cut by i t a l l r o u n d the 

head. 



head. W h a t religious v i r t u e may be 

derived from this c u f l o m , i t is difficult to 

f i n d out 3 certainly there is m u c h p r u ­

dence i n i t , for i t prevents the h a i r f r o m 

e n t a n g l i n g , faves the ufe o f bags a n d 

r i b b o n s , a n d prevents it f r o m i n c o m m o d ­

i n g the fight by f a l l i n g over .the eyes. I 

a m induced to t h i n k the c u f l o m arofe 

f r o m this caufe, that as they were f u c h 

enthufiafls i n r e l i g i o n , and at the fame 

t ime a lawlefs and profligate people, 

thofe w h o had loft their ears for herefv, 

f h o u l d not conceal their mis for tune and 

difgracc. 

W e paffed by a meeting that was f i tua-

ted clofe to the lea fhore, w h i c h about 

three Sundays fince was furrounded by a 

party f r o m L o n g I l l a n d , at the t ime c f 

divine fervice, and the moft notor ious 

rebels, w i t h the c lergyman, were taken 

prifoners. O p o n the a larm the c o n f u l i o n 

was great, the congregation gett ing out 



as faft as they c o u l d , each m a n t a k i n g 

the firft horfe he met w i t h , rode away f u l l 

ga l lop. Some o f o u r party, h a v i n g m o u n t ­

ed other horfes, r i d i n g after t h e m . A n 

i n h a b i t a n t , w h o refides near the meetings 

i n f o r m e d us that i t was a ludicrous f i g h t ; 

fome g a l l o p i n g off w i t h their neighbours 

horfes, the owner r u n n i n g after to ftop 

h i m j others feeking refuge i n a n adjoin­

i n g w o o d ; w o m e n fcreaming, fhr iek ing 

a n d f a i n t i n g ; and as n o mi fchie f arofe 

f r o m i t , i t muft have been t r u l y l a u g h ­

able. 

U p o n o u r arr ival at K i n g ' s Br idge, i t is 

impoff ible to defcribe the emotions o f j o y 

depicted i n the countenance o f every 

one 1 w h e n we had paffed the barrier, we 

felt ourfelves once more at l iberty and 

fafe o u t o f the hands o f barbarians; for fo 

m a n y fortui tous circumftances h a d taken 

place f r o m the t ime we were made p r i f o ­

ners, that , n o t w i t h f t a n d i n g we received an 

official 



official accounts of our being exchanged 

f r o m the commiftary o f prifoners, and 

obtained o u r paffports, f f i l l we did not 

conceive ourfelves altogether emancipated, 

t i l l we had got w i t h i n the B r i t i i h lines; 

T h e if land o f New Y o r k , at K i n g ' s 

Bridge, is j o i n e d to the continent by a 

fmal l wooden bridge, and the country 

a r o u n d is very rocky and mountainous. 

T h e r iver, w h i c h feparates the if land f r o m 

the continent, is a fafeguard againft any 

fudden invaf ion of the enemy, and the 

works that are t h r o w n u p , w h i c h are ex­

ceedingly ftrong, are o n fuch c o m m a n d ­

i n g fituations, that an army w o u l d be cut 

to pieces i n attempting to pafs i t . T h i s 

poft is fourteen miles f r o m the c i ty o f 

N e w Y o r k . 

O u r fleet is repair ing after the act ion 

they have had w i t h the F r e n c h off Chefa-

peak Bay, and, w h e n i n a c o n d i t i o n , arc 
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to fail w i t h a confiderable body of t roops , 

w h i c h Sir H e n r y C l i n t o n is to c o m m a n d 

himfelf, i n order, i f poif ibie , to fave L o r d 

Cornwal l i s ' s army. I cannot defcribe the 

eagernefs o f both navy and army to effect. . 

i t , part icular ly the former, w h o are u f i n g 

the utmoff diligence and labor i n the n e -

ceifary repairs. 

A day or t w o before we came here, 

Pr ince W i l l i a m H e n r y arrived f r o m E n g ­

l a n d , i n the L i o n o f feventy-four guns , 

under the care of A d m i r a l D i g b y . T h e 

P r i n c e has been o n fhore, and vifited moff 

o f the places i n the city and the pofts a-

r o u n d i t . H e is very f l i r e w d and fenfi­

ble, m a k i n g many pertinent remarks and 

obfervations. N o t l o n g fince he accofted 

L i e u t . B i b b y , o f o a r regiment, i n the f o l ­

l o w i n g m a n n e r : { c W e l l , C a p t a i n B i b b y , 

*1 fo y o u are i n the A d j u t a n t General's 

" office. I fuppofe there are handfome 

" perqui i i tes ." B i b b y replied, " U p o n m y 
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" w o r d , y o u r R o y a l Highnefs is m i f i n -

1 1 f o r m e d ; for n o one i n that office has 

u more than his bare f a l a r y . " — " Indeed!" 

exclaimed his R o y a l H i g h n e f s , w i t h fur­

pr ize '. " W e l l , w e l l , then y o u fhould par-

" take o f thole of the Commilfar ies and 

" Barrack M a t t e r G e n e r a l s ; for , let me 

" te l l y o u , they have emoluments enough 

" for b o t h / ' 

T h e city o f N e w Y o r k frauds On the 

fouthern extremity o f the i f land, and its 

f i tuation is extremely d e l i g h t f u l ; c o m ­

m a n d i n g fuch a variety o f profpects, as 

arc the moff c h a r m i n g that can be c o n ­

ceived. T h e city is moft ly b u i l t u p o n 

the Eaff R i v e r , o n account o f the harbour . 

I n many o f the ftreets are rows of trees o n 

each fide, for fhelter f r o m the a m a z i n g 

heats i n fummer. M o f f o f the houfes are 

b u i l t w i t h br ick , very ffrong and neat, and 

feveral ffories h i g h ; many o f t h e m have 

balconies o n the roof, where company fit 
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i n the fummer evenings, to enjoy the prof-

peel o f the oppofite fhores and h a r b o u r ; 

and the roofs are covered w i t h fhingles. 

T h e ffreets are paved and clean, but i n 

general very n a r r o w ; there are t w o or 

three, indeed, w h i c h are fpacious and airy. 

T h e length o f the t o w n is fomewhat more 

than a mi le , and the breadth o f i t about 

h a l f a mi le . T h e f i tuat ion is reckoned 

healthy, but fubject to one great inconve­

nience, w h i c h is the want of frelh water. 

There are feveral p u b l i c bui ld ings , tho* 

b u t few deferving attention. There were 

t w o churches, the O l d or T r i n i t y C h u r c h , 

a n d the N e w one or St. George's C h a p e l , 

b o t h very large ; the former was deftroyed 

by f ire: by the remains i t appears to have 

been i n the G o t h i c tafte. T h e latter is 

b u i l t u p o n the model o f fome of the new 

churches i n L o n d o n , and oppofite to it is 

a fpacious fquare, where (lands the park 

o f art i l lery. Befides thefe t w o , there are 

feveral 



feveral other places of w o r f h i p , confift ing 

p f t w o L o w D u t c h Calv ini f f churches, t w o 

H i g h , , one F r e n c h ; meeting houfes for 

L u t h e r a n s , Prefbyterians, Quakers , A n a -

baptifts, M o r a v i a n s , and a Jews fynagogue. 

T h e r e is a very handfome charity fchool 

for fixty boys and g ir ls , a good w o r k -

houfe, barracks for a regiment o f foldiers, 

a n d an exceeding f l r o n g p r i f o n . T h e court-

houfe is not fo confiderable as might be 

expected for fuch a city, and is n o w c o n ­

verted i n t o a guard-houfe for the m a i n 

guard. 

T h e or ig ina l fort was quadrangular, ca­

pable o f m o u n t i n g fixty pieces o f c a n n o n , 

b u t n o w there are great additions. I n 

this fort ftands the governor's palace, and 

underneath the fort is a battery capable o f 

m o u n t i n g n i n e t y - f o u r guns, and barracks 

for t w o companies o f foldiers. U p o n a 

fmal l i f land, oppofite the c i ty , is an hofc 

p i t a l for fick and wounded feamen. 
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T h e N o r t h R i v e r is fomewhat more 

t h a n t w o miles over to P a u l u s H o o k , 

where there is a n exceeding i l r o n g w o r k 

oppofite N e w Y o r k . O n account o f the 

expofure to the n o r t h winds , and to the 

d r i v i n g o f the ice, i n the winter , fhips 

cannot anchor there at that feafon o f the 

year, a n d therefore lay up i n the Eaf f R i ­

ver, i t being the fafeft and befl, t h o u g h 

the fmallelf, harbour . 

T h e fea near N e w Y o r k affords great 

quantities o f oyIters, as we l l as variety o f 

other fea fifh. Lobffers were extremely 

p l e n t i f u l , o f an enormous fize; b u t af­

ter the cannonade at L o n g Ifland they 

forfook the coaff, and not one has been 

feen fince. T h e manner they firft came 

u p o n the coaft is rather fmgular , for a l ­

t h o u g h N e w E n g l a n d abounded w i t h 

t h e m , none were ever caught h e r e ; b u t 

th is c i ty was fupplied by the N e w E n g ­

landers, w h o b r o u g h t t h e m it) great w e l l -

boats. 



boats. O n e o f thefe boats c o m i n g thro* 

th f Sound, and p a l l i n g H e l l Gates, a very 

dangerous rocky part, ffruck and fp l i t to 

pieces, and the lobiters efcaped; after 

w h i c h they m u l t i p l i e d very faff, and were 

caught i n great abundance, t i l l frightened 

away by the noife o f the cannon. 

H a v i n g mentioned a place w i t h fuch a 

tremendous name as H e l l Gates, i t may 

not be amifs to defcribe i t , w h i c h I a m 

enabled the more f u l l y to do, h a v i n g one 

afternoon, w i t h a party, made a t r i p 

u p the Sound and paifed this dangerous 

fpot. W e left N e w Y o r k , w i t h a fair and 

f trong breeze, near u p o n the height o f 

tide, as at any other t ime it is impaffable, 

and i n about t w o hours paffed t h r o u g h 

H e l l Gates. It is really impofhble to do 

th is , w i t h o u t ca l l ing to m i n d the de­

fcr ipt ion o f Scyl la and C h a r y b d i s . T h e 

breadth of the Sound at this place is about 

ha l f a mi le , b u t the channel is very nar-
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r o w , not exceeding eighty yards. T h e 

water ruihes w i t h great rapidity and i n 

various currents, o n l y one o f w h i c h w i l l 

carry a veffel t h r o u g h w i t h fafety ; for o n 

one fide there is a fhoal o f rocks, that 

juft make their appearance above the w a ­

ter, and o n the other a dreadful vortex, 

produced b y a rock l y i n g about nine feet 

under the furface, w h i c h is termed the 

pot , and draws and fwallows every t h i n g 

that approaches i t , dafhing t h e m to pieces 

u p o n the rock at the bot tom at ftated 

times o f the tide this tremendous w h i r l ­

p o o l boils fur iouf ly l ike a pot, and at 

others fucks every t h i n g i n t o i t l ike a f u n * 

ne l . 

N e a r l y oppofite to H e l l Gates lies ano­

ther reef o f rocks, w h i c h , that i t may bear 

fome refemblance o f h o r r o r , is named the 

Dev i l ' s F r y i n g P a n . T h e noife made by 

the water i n ruf f l ing over them, may 

be compared to that of water poured 

u p o n 



u p o n red hot i r o n . T h i s alfo draws vef-

fels towards i t , to their inevitable deftrucr 

t i o n . 

T h e r e are exceeding f k i l f u l pilots to 

navigate t h r o u g h thefe dangerous i traits , 

notwithstanding w h i c h m i p s are frequently 

loft. Before the war, i t was deemed a n 

i m p o f l i b i l i t y for a top-fai l vcifel to pafs ; 

but fince the commencement, fleets o f 

tranfports, and the frigates that convoyed 

t h e m , have ventured and accomplifhed i t . 

B u t what is f t i l l more extraordinary, 

and difplays a noble inftance o f courage 

and intrepidi ty , that gallant feaman, Sir 

James W a l l a c e , conducted his Majefty's 

f l i ip the E x p e r i m e n t , o f fifty guns, 

t h r o u g h this dreadful channel . 

A t the t ime d 'Et ta ign lay off Sandy 

H o o k w i t h a fuperior force, and blocked 

u p the harbour o f N e w Y o r k , he difpatched 

fome 



fome m i p s o f the l ine r o u n d the eafl end 

o f L o n g Ifland to cruize i n the Sound, 

and to intercept any o f the K i n g ' s (hips. 

A t that t ime Sir James W a l l a c e was c r u i z ­

i n g at the m o u t h , and perceiving the 

F r e n c h veffels, failed back into the Sound. 

T h e F r e n c h purfued, certain o f the pr ize . 

Sir James faw his danger, and being u n ­

able to engage fuch a fuperior force, r a ­

ther t h a n the fhip fhould f a l l in to the 

enemy's hands, made the b o l d attempt to 

pafs t h r o u g h H e l l G a t e s ; w h i c h was the 

wonder and aflonifhment not o n l y of the 

F r e n c h , w h o were obliged to return m u c h 

chagrined, b u t of a l l the captains o f our 

fleet j as i t was ever deemed a rafhnefs to 

attempt, but was accomplifhed by an act. 

o f neceffity. 

T h i s afternoon I went d o w n to the 

beach, to fee the whale boat fet off w i t h 

difpatches for L o r d Cornwal l i s ' s army, 

and y o u cannot conceive h o w elated the 

crew 



crew were, entertaining an idea of c o n ­

veying t idings that w o u l d make them j o y ­

f u l l y received. 

A s thefe are open boats, and have fo 

many leagues to fail before they reach the 

Chefapeak, y o u muff neceffarily conclude 

the voyage to be attended w i t h i m m i n e n t 

danger. T h e i r i n t e n t i o n is to coaft a l o n g 

fhore, b u t may be frequently dr iven out 

o f fight o f l a n d ; the laf l boat that came 

f r o m L o r d C o r n w a l l i s , was i n that f i tua­

t i o n for three days. T h e y eafily evade 

be ing taken, as they can fai l i n (hal low 

water, and keep clofe i n fhore. T h e boats 

that pafs between the t w o armies have 

Jittle apprehenfion o f being captured, ex­

cept i n pair ing t h r o u g h the F r e n c h fleet at 

the m o u t h o f the Chefapeak. 

Y o u r s , Sec. 
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H O U G H L o n g Ifland is i n o u r pof-

feffion, f t i l l towards the eaft end 

there are c o n t i n u a l fcouting parties o f 

the A m e r i c a n s , that crofs the Sound f r o m 

the Connect icut fhore, whofe fole bufmefs 

is to p lunder the inhabi tants , and pick 

u p prifoners. 

O n crof l ing the Eaff R i v e r f r o m N e w 

Y o r k y o u land at B r o o k l y n , w h i c h is a 

fcattered village, c o n f i f t i n g o f a few houfes. 

A t 
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A t this place is an excellent tavern, where 

parties are made to go and eat fifh; the 

landlord o f w h i c h has faved an immenfe 

fortune this war. A t a fmal l diff ance f r o m 

the t o w n are fome confiderable heights, 

c o m m a n d i n g the city o f N e w Y o r k . O n 

thefe is erected a ftrong regular fort, w i t h 

four baftions. T o defcribe the works 

t h r o w u u p by the Americans u p o n this 

i f land, w o u l d be beftowing more attention 

o n the fubject t h a n i t deferves, as they 

actually cover the whole. T h e y are 

not only o n grounds and fituations that 

are extremely advantageous and c o m m a n d ­

i n g , but w o r k s o f great ftrength, that I 

am at a lofs to account for their fo natt i ly 

abandoning them, as they were certain by 

fuch a flep to give u p N e w Y o r k . I 

am induced to believe, that G e n . W a f h i n g ­

t o n thought the Americans were fo panic-

ftruck after the engagement, as our troops 

purfued them clofe to their l ines, that 

they w o u l d not ftand an affault j and i f 

his 



his lines were carried he was fenfible there 

was no place o f retreat, and that his army 

muff inevitably have been deftroyed. 

L o n g Ifland is the largeft i f land f r o m 

Cape F l o r i d a to Cape Sable. It is one 

h u n d r e d and t h i r t y miles i n length and 

about fifteen miles i n breadth, and f r o m 

its f o r m a t i o n derives its name. T h e fouth 

fide, next to the A t l a n t i c , is l o w , level and 

fandy, w i t h extenfive bays w i t h i n the l a n d , 

near the length of the if land -3 on that fide 

oppofite the continent, the lands are h i g h , 

h i l l y and broken, b u t w i t h a n u m b e r o f 

fine bays and harbours. A chain o f h i l l s 

runs t h r o u g h the middle o f the i f land, the 

whole length o f i t , f r o m w h i c h there is 

an extenfive view o f the ocean and the ad­

j o i n i n g continent. 

T h e P l a i n is a perfect level, and w h a t is 

a phamomenon i n A m e r i c a , has not a tree 

g r o w i n g u p o n i t . T h e foi l is faid to be 

incapable 



incapable o f p r o d u c i n g trees, or any vege­

t a t i o n except a coarfe grafs, and a k i n d o f 

b r u f h - w o o d or fhrub w h i c h feldom g r o w s 

higher t h a n four or five feet, and that 

only o n a part icular part o f the p l a i n . 

T h e foil o f this p l a i n is a black earth, 

covered w i t h a k i n d o f mofs, and under 

the earth, w h i c h is o f a fpongy qual i ty , is 

a bed o f gravel, w h i c h , confequently ab-

forbing the heaviefl rains, prevents the 

water f r o m remaining o n the g r o u n d ; i t 

therefore natural ly fo l lows, that i n wet 

feafons there is abundance o f grafs, and i n 

dry ones it is entirely parched up. 

T h e p l a i n fupports great quantities o f 

cattle, fheep and horfes, w h i c h are f u p ­

pl ied w i t h water f rom the ponds made 

by the inhabitants i n different places, 

and, that they may retain the r a i n , have 

Clay b o t t o m s ; for what is equally as re­

markable 
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markablc as the p l a i n itfelf, there are nd 

fprings or r u n n i n g water t h r o u g h o u t it:; 

whole extent. T h i s p l a i n is o f the na^ 

ture o f o u r commons i n E n g l a n d , h a v i n g 

n o inclofures, and almoft uninhabited, ex­

cept a few p u b l i c houfes for the conveni­

ence o f travellers. 

I t is impofhble to defcribe the anxiety 

o f every one w h e n the fleet left this place, 

i n f i d l hopes a n d expectation, a l though i t 

had to fight its way t h r o u g h a m u c h f u -

perior force, i t w o u l d have been the means 

o f faving the gal lant and brave army u n ­

der L o r d C o r n w a l l i s ; but language is u n ­

able to defcribe the feelings o f every loya l 

fubject-, w h e n the fleet returned, unable 

to effect fo noble a pv.rpofe; for three 

days before the fleet made the Chefapeak, 

that gal lant army had furrendered to the 

combined forces of France and A m e r i c a . 

W h e n 



W h e n the B r i t i f h fleet left Sandy H o o k , 

G e n . W a f h i n g t o n had certain intel l igence 

o f i t , w i t h i n forty-eight hours after i t 

failed, a l t h o u g h at fuch a confiderable dif-

tance as near fix hundred miles , by means 

o f f ignal guns a n d alarms. A very n o t o ­

r ious rebel i n N e w Y o r k , f r o m the top 

o f his houfe, • h u n g o u t the f ignal o f a 

w h i t e flag, the m o m e n t the fleet got u n ­

der way, w h i c h was immediately anfwered. 

by the f i r i n g o f a g u n at a f m a l l v i l lage 

about a m i l e f r o m o u r p o f l at P a u l u s 

H o o k j after that a c o n t i n u a l f i r i n g o f 

c a n n o n was heard o n the oppofite fhore j 

and about two'days after the fleet failed, 

was the per iod i n w h i c h G e n . W a f h i n g t o n 

was fo preffing for the army to furrender. 

T h e r e is a fecrefy to be obferved i n w a r , 

neceflary to the w e l l - c o n d u c t i n g o f p lans , 

a n d the execution o f any part icular mea-

fure that is concerted, w h i c h , be ing di f-

clofed, a l l is fruflrated. T h i s was the cafe 

i n the prefent inffance ; the fa i l ing o f the 
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fleet, b y a v i l l a i n under the mafk o f a 

L o y a l i l f , was revealed to the Americans 

and to f imi lar caufes may be accounted the 

m a n y fatal calamities attending our a r m y 

u p o n this cont inent . 

T h e lofs o f L o r d C o r n w a l l i s ' s a r m y is 

too heavy a b l o w to be foon o r eafily re­

covered ; i t evidently muf f change the face 

o f af fairs: for the war w h i c h commenced 

i n this country , and ought to have been 

mainta ined i n the offenfive, muff n o w de­

generate i n t o a difhonorable defenfive; a n d 

i f Great B r i t a i n is determined to overcome 

the C o l o n i e s , fhe m u f t fend out a very 

n u m e r o u s reinforcement i n the f p r i n g , o r 

the furrender o f L o r d C o r n w a l l i s m a y 

be confidered as the c lof ing fcene o f t h e 

w h o l e c o n t i n e n t a l w a r i n A m e r i c a . 

I have taken m y paffage i n the S w a l l o w 

Packet , w h i c h the latter end o f the week 

fails for E n g l a n d . I preferred c o m i n g 

h o m e 
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hdme i n the packet rather t h a n a t r a n -

i p o r t , n o t o n l y as i t is a better fa i l ing 

veffel, and h a v i n g more hands is i n lefs 

danger o f being captured 5 b u t the tranf-

ports i n general are fo exceedingly crazy, 

and their bottoms fo very bad, o w i n g t o 

their l a y i n g up f u c h a length o f t i m e 

i n rivers, that they are unable to w i t h -

ffand the boifferous winds and waves o f a 

winter 's paffage; 

A s this is the laft letter y o u ' l l receive 

f r o m me i n A m e r i c a , permit me, before I 

b i d a f inal farewel to i t , to make fome 

few reflections o n this unfortunate c o n -

teft, 

A l t h o u g h A m e r i c a , t h r o u g h F r a n c e a n d 

her naval power, may ga in independence, 

fhe w i l l f ind i n w h a t an a u k w a r d predica­

ment fire has invo lved herfelf, a n d h o w 

convulfed the provinces m u f t be for £i 
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l e n g t h o f years. A s a new ftate fhe muf f 

m a i n t a i n or eftablifh her p u b l i c character, 

and is b o u n d , b y every tie o f p o l i c y , not 

to defert her allies. 

A l a s , deluded A m e r i c a n s ! W h e n t o o 

late, y o u ' l l repent y o u r rafhnefs. L e t m e 

i m p a r t i a l l y afk the moft fenfible a m o n g 

t h e m , W h e n the Independency is ef tabl i fh-

ed, w i l l they poiiefs that freedom and l i ­

berty as under the E n g l i f h government ? 

I f their anfwer is i m p a r t i a l , they muft 

declare, C e r t a i n l y we fhal l n o t y b u t i n ar 

few years perhaps we may. T h a t per iod, 

I a m afraid, is at a great diftance. 

M u c h , indeed, are they entangled i n 

the cabals o f a F r e n c h court , w h i c h 

w i l l , fooner or later, not o n l y endeavour 

to enflave t h e m i n real i ty , b u t dif-

pofTefs t h e m o f their fouthern provinces. 

I t is not w i t h o u t j u f t grounds I af­

fert that e'er h a l f a .century elapfes, 

A m e r i c a 



A m e r i c a w i l l be f u i n g that protect ion f r o m 

the mother c o u n t r y , w h i c h fhe has fo u n ­

grateful ly defpifed, to fcreen her f r o m the 

perfecutions and t y r a n n y o f F r a n c e . T h e y 

are confcious of be ing happy before this 

unfor tunate r e v o l u t i o n , and w i l l feel that 

they are n o longer f o ; [they muff inevita­

b l y regret the change i n fu l len fdence, or , 

i f they have any t h i n g l ike fpir i t left, 

rouze i n t o arms again. 

Y o u r s , & & 
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On board the Swallow Packet, St, Mary's Harlemt 

in the IJlands of Scilly, Dec. S, 1781. 

M Y D E A R F R I E N D , 

/ ~ \ N the day after our a r r i v a l here, L o r d 

^~f' D a l r y m p l e , w h o had the charge o f 

S i r H e n r y C l i n t o n ' s difpatches, apprehen­

five that the packet m i g h t be detained for 

a confiderable t i m e by contrary w i n d s , 

a n d anxious to deliver difpatches o f fo 

m u c h importance to the n a t i o n , h ired a 

f m a l l f i fhing boat, a n d , n o t w i t h f f a n d i n g 

i t blew a h a r d gale, regardlefs o f the i m ­

m i n e n t dangers o f the feas and f u r r o u n d -

i n g enemies, fo m u c h had he the p u b l i c 

fervice 



fervice at heart, that, n o b l y b r a v i n g them, 

he, at the utmoft r i l k o f his l i fe, fet fai l 

i n i t f r o m this place, accompanied by the 

E a r l o f L i n c o l n , w h o was a paifenger o n 

board the packet. F r o m a lofty eminence 

we faw the boat leave thefe iflands, 

w h i l e the fea r a n fo tremendous h i g h , that 

i t was t h o u g h t by every one they never 

could reach the E n g l i f h coaft. 

Strangers w h o l a n d here, are c o n d u c ­

ed to the fpot where the body o f that fa ­

mous A d m i r a l Sir Cloudefley Shovel was 

f o u n d , after his fhipwreck i n the year 

1707. It was i n a fmal l cove called P o r t -

h e l i l k near what is termed the T o ! m e n s ; 

and i t \s handed d o w n by t radi t ion that 

he was difcovered naked, and o n l y cl i f f in-

g u i l h e d f r o m the moft ordinary failor u n ­

der h i s c o m m a n d , by h a v i n g r o u n d his 

neck a portra i t o f his royal miftrefs, o n 

rhe reverfe o f w h i c h was engraved his 

name. 

N n 4 A fand-



A fand-bank offering itfetf very o p p o r ­

tunely , as i f for the very purpofe , he was 

interred under i t . W h o e v e r has feen the 

place, w i l l a l low i t w o u l d have been d o u ­

b l y i n h u m a n n o t to have b u r i e d h i m , 

whoever he was. F o r m y o w n part , i t 

recalled to m y m i n d the argument that 

A r c h y t a s makes ufe o f to befpeak the l ike 

f r iendly office. 

A t tu nauta, vagae ne parce m a l i g n a arenas, 

Offibus & capiti inhumato, 

Particulam dare. 
H O R . O d . xxvi i i . l i b . i , 

H i f f o r y i n f o r m s us , that the body o f 

this great m a n was afterwards taken up, 

a n d conveyed to W e f t m i n f l e r abbey. A, 

f m a l l p i t o n this fandy green, is ftill v i -

fible. 

Pulveris exiguiparya munera, Jbid. 

Thefe iflands are o f great u t i l i t y i n t i m e 

o f w a r , as they afford protect ion to t r a d ­

es. 



Ing vellels and h o m e w a r d - b o u n d fhips, 

w h i c h w o u l d by contrary w i n d s , w i t h o u t 

this refuge, be obl iged to beat about i n 

the C h a n n e l , expofed to the danger o f 

be ing captured by the enemy. 

T h e not e f tabl i ih ing a packet between 

thefe iflands and the m a i n , is an i n c o n ­

venience to be lamented a n d a g r o u n d for 

cenfure. I a m confident i t w o u l d b r i n g 

i n a great revenue for, d u r i n g o u r 

ftay, a packet o f letters was g iven t o 

the C a p t a i n o f o u r f l i i p , nearly as large 

as that he has brought f r o m N e w Y o r k . 

Y o u w o u l d fcarcely believe i t , b u t they 

have been feventeen weeks w i t h o u t any i n -

tercourfe w i t h the c o u n t r y . S u c h an i n -

termif l ion o f correfpondence muft be ex­

tremely detr imental to trade. A f m a l l fhip 

o f about forty tons, to pafs and repafs as 

the weather permitted, w o u l d , b y freight 

and trade, not o n l y repay expences, b u t be 

a handfome income to the owners. 

T h e 



T h e u t i l i t y o f a frigate being ifationed 

here, was noticed to me by feveral o f the 

i n h a b i t a n t s ; for , d u r i n g this war, a F r e n c h 

cutter came i n t o the harbour , w i t h a view 

t o cut away the m i p s at anchor j b u t a 

frigate happening to be there at that t ime, 

the cutter fheered off, a n d no other has 

fince made its appearance; w h i c h muff 

arife f r o m the idea that a frigate is actually 

f lat ioned i n thefe if lands. 

T h e w i n d c o m i n g favorable, the C a p ­

t a i n has defired the paffengers to repair o n 

board, 

Y o u r s , & c . 

L E T -



T I| R O V Q U A M E R I C A , 5 5 5 

L E T T E R L X X f X . 

Fulmcutb, Dec. 15, 17S1, 

M V D E A R F R I E N D , 

Y E S T E R D A Y afternoon we left Sc i l ly 

Iflands, and arrived at this place 

about one o'clock this m o r n i n g . O n go­

i n g afhore, defcription w o u l d fal l exceed­

i n g l y fhort o f the tranfports I felt on fet­

t i n g m y foot once more o n m y native l a n d . 

W e here learnt, that after a very d a n ­

gerous paffage, and being nearly captured 

by a F r e n c h cutter, E a r l L i n c o l n and L o r d 

£)alrymple arrived fafe at Penzance, and a 

few 



days ago pal led t h r o u g h this place for 

t o w n . 

T h e former o f thefe n o b l e m e n received 

a i l i o c k that muff have f u n k deep indeed. 

W h i l e they were c h a n g i n g horfes, a 

hearfe was fetting off f r o m the fame i n n 

for L o n d o n ; and o n his L o r d f h i p ' s e n ­

q u i r y concerning i t , he was t o l d i t was a 

corpfe that had arrived a few days fince 

i n the L i f b o n packet. H i s curiof i ty and 

h i s fears were awakened. I t was the 

corpfe o f his brother, L o r d J o h n P e l h a m 

C l i n t o n , w h o , a few months fince, had 

gone over to L i f b o n for the recovery o f 

his health. A brother w h o m he panted 

t o meet w i t h — w h o f e affection was his 

j o y a n d his pride. T h u s are o u r p r o u d -

eft hopes, l ike a tower, p r o p t but by a 

b r o k e n reed, w h i c h is ever ready to break! 

Y o u r o w n feelings can better exprefs the 

f i tuat ion o f his heart, o n receiving the 

melancholy 



melancholy i n f o r m a t i o n t h a n m y pen is 

able to defcribe. 

I t is remarkable o n the very day before 

we p u t i n t o S c i l l y Iflands, w h i l e we were 

i n p u r f u i t o f the fhip a-head o f us, he 

expreffed v a i l anxiety about his brother , 

as he had not had letters f r o m h i m for 

fome m o n t h s , adding, w i t h a gloominefs, 

that he hoped he f h o u l d have fome ac­

counts by the next packet. T h e fhip then 

i n f ight proved to be the L i f b o n Packet , 

w h i c h had his brother's dead body o n 

board. 

H a v i n g f u l l y compl ied w i t h y o u r re-

quelt , o n m y leaving E n g l a n d , o f e m ­

bracing every o p p o r t u n i t y to let y o u hear 

f r o m me, and as this w i l l be the laft o f 

o u r l i terary correfpondence, p e r m i t me, 

before I conclude, to apologize for any i n ­

accuracies o f exprefl lon, and every l i t t le 

fault 



fault that may have occurred. A n d i f 

y o u can believe me diffident enough to 

diftruft m y o w n talents, cautious o f af­

f i r m i n g merit f r o m y o u r too indulgent o p i ­

n i o n , and anxious to t h r o w rnyfelf i n t o 

y o u r arms, i t w i l l evince the clearnefs o f 

y o u r j u d g m e n t , and the fmcerity o f y o u r 

fr iendfhip for 

Y o u r s , &c\ 

F I N I S. 
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