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Journal of a Sourney in Upper-Virginia, in the
Apalachian Mountains, and to the Natural
Bridge.

L' ROM the moment the French troops
were eftablithed in the quarters they
occupied in Virginia, I formed the project
of travelling into the upper parts of that
province, where I was affured that I thould
find objecs worthy of exciting the curiofity
of a firanger ; and faithful to the principles,
which from my youth I had lain down,
never to negle& fecing every country in my
Vor. II. B power,
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power, I burned with impatience to fet out.
The feafon however was unfavourable, and
rendered travelling difficult and laborious;
befides, Experience taught me that travel-
ling in wjnter never offered the greatelt
fatisfaCtion we can enjoy ; that of fecing Na-
ture, {uch as fhe ought to be, and of form-
ing a juft idea of the general face of a coun-
try; for it is eafler for the imagination to
deprive a landfcape of the charms of fpring,
than to cloath with them, the hideous fke-
leton of winter; as it is eafier to imagine
what a beauty at eighteen may be at eighty,
than to. conceive - what eighty was at
eighteen.—Monfieur de Rochambleau be-
ing abfent likewife during the month of
February, and Monfieur le Chevalier de Ia
Luzerne having chofen the month of March
to pay us a vifit, politenefs and my duty
obliged me to wait till April, bafore I could
begin my travels.—On the 8th of that month
I fet out with Mr. Lynch, then my Aide
de Camp and Adjutant, now General ; Mr.

Frank Dillon, my fecond Aide de Camp® and
M:r.

* Monfieur le -Baron de Montefquieu went to
Europe after the fiege of York, and did not return
until the month of September following.
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M. le Chevalier d’Oyre of the engineers':
fix fervants and a led horfe compofed our
tréin; fo that our little carravan confifted
of four mafters, fix fervants, and eleven
horfes. I regulated my journey by the
{pring, and gave it time fufficient to pre-
cedews. For though in the 37th degree
of latitude, one might expeé to find it in
the month of April, I faw no trace of it in
the wood through which we pafled; the
verdure being hardly difcoverable on the
thorns, éhe fun noiwith{tanding was very
ardent, and I regretted to find fummer in
the heavens, whilft the earth afforded not
the {malleft appearance of the fpring. The
eighteen miles through which we pafled,
before we baited our horfes at Bird’s tavern,
were fufficiently known to me, for it was
the fame road I travelled laft fummer in
coming from Williamfburgh. The re-
maining fixteen, which compleated our days
work and brought us to New-Kenz-Court
Houfe, offered nothing curious, all I learnt
by a converfation with Mr. Bird was, that
he had been pillaged by the Englifh when
they paflfed his houfe in their march to
Weflover, in purfuit of Monfieur de la

B 2 Fayette,
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Fayette, and in returning to Williamibargh,
after endeavouring in vain to come up with
him. It was comparatively nothing to fee
their fruits, fowls andcattle carried away
by the light troops which formed the van~

guard, * the army colle¢ted what the van=
guard

* Tt is with great relu®ance that truth compels
me to confirm the horrid depredations committed by
the Englith army in their progrefs through many
parts of America. Much has been faid on this fub-
je&, both in and out of parliament, but I am forry
to fay, that future hiftorians of this unhappy war,
will find the fa&t too well eftablifhed go refufe a deci-
five verdiét. Happy if* the refult may tend hence-
forth to alleviate the miferies of manKind, and mi-
tigate the horrors of a civil conteft. The wife of
an Englithman, one of the principal merchants of
Philadelphia, having retired with her family to the
neighbourhood of Mountholfy in the Jerfeys, aflur-
ed me, that the found the country in general well af-
fe@ed to the Englith, until the arrival of their army,
whofe indifcriminate and wanton enormities foon
alienated their moft zealous friends, for even the
officers were contaminated with the infatiable fpirit of
revenge and plunder. Amongft various anecdotes,
fhe related to me the circumftance of the cruel treat-
ment of a lady of her acquaintance, who was devot-
ed to the Britith intereft, and gave up her houfe
with exultation to fome officers of Clinton’s army in
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had left, even the officers fcized the rum,
and all kinds of provifions, without pay-
ing a farthing for them3; this hurricane
which deftroyed every thing in its paflage,
was followed by a {courge yet more terrible,
a numerous rabble, under the title of Re-
Jugees and Loyaliftsj followed the army, not
to affift in the field, but to partake of the

B 3 ‘ plunder,

their retreat from Philadelphia. - But not only was
her zeal repaid with infult and her own houfe plun-
dered ; fhe had the mortification to fee it made
the receptacle of the pillage of her poorer neigh-
bours. Obferving fome of the officers make frequent
excurfions, and return, followed by foldiers, laden
with various articles, the had at length the curiofity
to pafs into the garden, and looking through the
window, faw four of them, and the Chaplain, empty-
ing a fack containing ftockings, fhirts, fhifts, coun-
terpanes, {heets, fpoons, and women’s trinkets. The
booty was regularly fhared, and the diftiibution of
thefe unhallowed {poils, to her utter aftonifhment
and horror, was no other than the minifter of virtue
and religion. The detail of this war is a hiftory
of fuch iniquity : was it poffible therefore to expeét
a more favourable termination of it, either on the
principle of a Divine Providence, or of human

condud}? TRANSLATOR.
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plunder ¥+ The furniture’ and cloaths of

the inhabitants were in general the fole
booty

* The Loyalifts no doubt, no more merit indif-
criminate cenfure than any other body of men ; the
Tranflator, who thinks he underftands the true prin-
ciples of liberty, for whichi e has ever been a zea-.
lous and unfhaken advoctate, admits however, and
admires the virtue, honour, and fteadfaft attachment
of many illuftrious individuals to a caufe, direétly
deftructive of his own wifhes; but with every fair
allowance for the violence infeparable from civil con-
tefts, he cannot help bearing his teftimony to the
wanton outrages committed by an unprincipled ban-
ditti who attached themfelves to the royal caufe, and
branded it with ruin and difgrace.. The root of this
evil originated in the Board of Luoyalifts eftablifhed
by Lord George Germain at the ihﬁigation of fkulk-
ing Refugees, who flying themfelves, from the
fcene of danger, ‘took up their refidence in London,
and were in the inceftant purfuit of perfonal and inte-
refted vengeance. He does not affert that their coun=
cils loft America, but it is now paft doubt, that they
formed a firong fecondary caufe of precipitating that
event, and of embittering the feparation. General
Clinten, the whole army at New-York, can wit-
nefs the infolence and indire® manaces of this
incorporated rabble of marauders, in the affaif
of Captain Huddy, and  the“fubfequent claim of
the Congrefs.. “Had the war continued, this im-
perium in imperio muit have been attended with the
moft fatal confequences ; this illiberal narrow mind-
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booty left to fatisfy their avidity ; after they
had e¢mptied the houfes, they ftript the pro-
prietors ; and Mr. Bird, repeated with in-
dignation, that they had taken from him
by force, the very boots from off his legs:
In my way hither I had the fatisfaction
however of recalling to mind the firft pu-
nithment inflied on thefe robbers. Six
miles from Williamfburgh I paffed near 2
place where two crofs roads interfe&ting
each other, leave” an open fpace; one
leading to Williamfburgh, the other to
Fames-iown. On the 2 5th of June, Mon-
fieur' de la Fayette here ordered the van-
guard to attack that of Lord Cornwallis ;
Sincoe, who commanded it, was left behind
to colle the catfle, whilft Lord Cornwal-
lis was encamping at Williamfburgh, where
he arrived the preceding evening. Mon-
fieur de la Fayette's cavalry with fome in-
fantry mounted behind them, arrived foon

enough

ed fet of men, became the fpies and cenfors of Bri-
tifh policy, and Britith condu&, and the comman-
der in Chief himfelf, was ftruck with horror at
iheir unenlightened, blocd-thirfty tribunal.

4 TRANSLATOR.
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enough to force Sincoe to an engagement,
and was {oon after joined by the reft of the
American light infantry. Sincce fought
with difadvantage, till Lord Cornwallis
marching to his affiftance, the Americans
retired, after having killed or wounded near
150 men, with the lofs only of feven or
eight. Colonel Butler, an American officer,
who commanded a battalion of light in-
fantry, and Colonel Galvan * a French of-
ficer, who commanded another, diftinguith-
ed themfelves very much on this occafion,
The recollection of this event, the prefage
of that fuccefs which crowned our eam-
paign, employed my thoughts fo much the
more agreeably the whole evening, as we
had taken up our lodgings in a good inn,
where we were ferved with an excellent {up-
per, compofed chiefly of fturgeon, and I
had two kinds of fith, at leaft as good in
Virginia as in Europe; but which make
their appearance only in the fpring.
The next morning 1 had an enjoyment

of another kind. I rofe with the fun, and
whilt

* The fame who -afterwards thot himfelf at Phi-
Iadelphia.”  See notes to 1ft vol.. © TRANsSLATOR,
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whilft breakfaft was preparing, took a walk
round the houfe ; the birds were heard on
every fide, but my attention was chicfly at-
tralted by a very agreeable fong, which ap-
peared to proceed from a neighbouring-tree.
I approached foftly, and perceived it to be
a mocking bird, faluting the rifing [un.
At firft 1 was afraid of frightening it, but
my prefence on the contrary gave it pleafurs,
for apparently delighted at having an audi-
tor, it fung better than before, and its emu-
lation feemed to increafe, when it perceiy-
ed a couple of dogs, which followed me,
draw near to the tree on which it was
perched. It kept hopping inceffantly from
branch to branch, {till continuing its fong,
for this extraordinary bird is not lefs re-
markable for its agility, than its charming
notes ; it keeps. perpetyally rifing and
finking, fo as to appear not lefs the fa-
vourite of Terpfichore, than Polibhymnia,
This bird cannot certainly be reproached
with fatiguing its auditors, for nothing can
be more varied than its fong, of which it
is 1mpofﬁble to give an imitation, or even
to furnith any adequate idea, As it had

gvery
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every reafon to be contented with my at~
tention, it concealed from me no one of its
talents ; and one would have thought, that
after having delighted me with a concert,
it was defirous of entertaining me with a
comedy. It'began to counterfeit different
birds; thofe which it imitated the moft na-
turally, at leaft to a ftranger, were the jay,
the raven, the cardinal, and the lapwing. *
It appeared defirous of retaining me nearit,
for after having liftened, for a quarter of
an hour, on my return to the houfe, it fol-
lowed me, flying from tree to tree, always
finging, fometimes its natural {ong, at
others, thofe which it had learned in Vir-
ginia, and in its travels ; for this bird is
one of thofe which change climate, altho’
it fometimes appears here during the win=
ter. As the next day’s journey was to be
longer than thatof the preceding one, we left
New- Kent-Court- Houfe before eight o’clock

and

* Or rather the painted plover, which is the lap.
wing of America. It differs from ours, by its plum-
age, mixt with grey, white and yellow gilt ; it differs
alfo a little in its fong, but it has the thape and man-
mers, and is abfolutely the fame fpecies.
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and rode twenty miles to Newcaftle, where
I refolved to give our horfes two hours re=
pofe ; the road was not fo level as that we
had travelled the day before, and was render-
ed more agreeable by being diverfified with
fome little hillocks. From the top of them
you had a view to the diftance of fome miles,
and at times one might preceive Pamunkey
River, which runs at the bottom of a
deep valley, covered with wood. As you
approach Newecaftle, the country becomes
more gay. ‘This little capital of a {mall
diftri&, contains twenty five or thirty
houfes, fome of which are pretty enough.
When our horfes were repofed, and theé
heat already troublefome in the middle of
the day, was a little abated, we continued
our journey, that we might arrive, before
dark, at Hangver-Courz- Houfe, from which
we were yet fixteen miles. The country
through which we pafled is one of the
fineft of lower Virginia. There are many
well cultivated eftates, and handfome houfes,
among(t others, one belonging to Mr. Fones,
fituated near the road, two miles from New~
caftle, of avery elegantappearance; which,
we werce informed, was furnithed with in-
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finite tafte, and what is ftill more uncom-
mon in America, that it was embellithed
with a garden, laid out in the Englith
ftyle *, It is even pretended, that this kind
of park, through which the river flows,
yields not in beauty to thofe, the model of
which the French have received from Eng-
land, and are now imitating with fuch fuc-

cels +.
The

" * The Author has fince feen this garden, which
anfwers the defcription given, and is really very
elegant.

+ The gardens I have hitherto feen in France pro-
fefledly laid out on the Englith model, are with great
deference to the Author, but very wnfuccefsful imi-
tations of the Englifh ftyle; thofe of the Comte de
Artois at Bagatelle, and of the Duke of Orleans at
Mouffeaux near Paris, are indeed no imperfe& imi-
tations of Mr. Sterling’s in the comedy of the Clan-
deftine Marriage, of the Spaniard’s at Hampfiead, of
Bagnigge-wells, ora Common Council-man’s re-
treat upon the Wandfworth road.. They prefent a
fantaftic, and crouded groupe of Chinefe pagodas,
gothic ruins, Immoveable windmills, molehill-
mounts, thirty grafs patches, dry bridges, pigmy fer-
pentines, cocklethell cafcades, and ftagnant duck-
pools. The gardens of the Thuillerics and Marly,
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Three miles from Hanover, _there are
two roads, that which we were to follow
winds a little towards the north, -and_ap-
proaches the Pamunkey. We arrived be-
fore funfet and alighted at a tolerable hand=
fome inn ; a very large faloon and a cover-
ed portico, are deftined to receive the com-
pany who affemble every three months at
the Court-boufe, either on private or pub-
lic affairs. This afylum is the more ne-
ceflary, as there are no other houfes in the
neighbourhood. Travellers make ufe of
thefe eftablithments, which areindifpenfable
in a country fo thinly inhabited, that the
“houfes areoftenat the diftance of twoor three
miles from each other. Care is- generally
taken to place the Court-houfe in the cen-
ter of .the county. As there are a great
many counties in Virginia, they are fcldom
more than fix or feven leagues diameter;
thus every man can return home after he has
finithed his affairs.

The

with all their undifguifed, artificial labours, are at
leaft noble, magnificent, and ufeful; their terraces

are grand, and their lofty Berceaus beautiful, and
well adapted to the climate,

TRANSLATOR.
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The county of Hanover, as well as that
of New-Kent, had ftill reafon to remember
the paflage of the Englith. Mr. Tilgbman,
our Jandlord, though he lamented his mis=
fortune in having lodged and boarded Lord
Cornwallis and his retinue, without his
Lordthip’s having made him the leaft re-
compenfe, could not yet help laughing at
the fright which the unexpected arrival of
Tarleton fpread amongft a confiderable
number of gentlemen, who had come to
hear the news, and were aflembled in the
Court-houfe. A negro on horfeback came
full gallop, to let them know that Tarleton
was not above three miles off. ‘The refo-
lution of retreating was foon taken, but the
alarm was fo fudden, and the confufion fo
great, that every one mounted the firft horfe
he could find, fo that few of thofe curious
gentlemen returned upon their own horfes.
The Englith, who came fromWeftover, had
pafled the Chilkabominy at Button's-bridge,
and dire&ted their march towards the Souzh
Anna, which Mr. de la Fayette had put be-
tween them and himfelf.

Mr.
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Mr, Tilghman having had time to
renew his provifions fince the retreat of
Lord Cornwallis, we f{upped very well,
and had the company of Mr. Lee, brother
to Coloncl Henry Lee ®; who long com=
manded a legion, and often diftinguithed
himfelf, particularly in Carolina +. We

fet

* Colonel Harry Lee is a fmart, a&ive young
man, firft coufin to Mr. Arthur Lee, and Mr. Wil-
liam Lee, late Alderman of London. He rendered
very effential fervices to his country, particularly in
the fouthern war. His corps was mounted on re-
markably fine, high-priced horfes, moftly half blood
Englifh ftallions, and officered principally by his own
family and relations. Had the war continued, there
is every reafon to believe that the Anierican cavalry
would have taken fome confiftence, and have be-
come very formidable in the field; Mr. Tarleton re-
ceived many feyere checks in his exploits from the
corps under Colonel Wafthington, and that of
Colonel Harry Lee. Towards the clofe of the
war, he had to encounter an enemy very different
from flying militia, and fcattered bodies of broken,
half difciplined infantry, of whom flaughter may be
fervice, but conqueft no honour.  TRANSLATOR.

+ Lord Cornwallis was unqueftionably the En-
glith General whofe courage, talents and aétivity,
occafioned the greateft lofs to the Americans; it is
not aftonithing therefore he thould not have infpir-
ed them with f{entiments fimilar to thofe of his own
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fet out at nine the next morning, after hav+
ing breakfafted much better than our horfes;
which had nothing but oats, the country
being fo deftitute of forage, that it was not
poffible to find a trufs of hay, or a few
leaves of Indian corn, though we had
fought for it for two miles round. Three
miles and a half from Hanover we crofled

the South Anna on a wooden bridge. I
obferved

troops, whofé attachment, and admiration of his
charater, were unbounded. Yet they never accuf-
ed him of rapine, nor even of interefted views, and
the complaints of Mr. Tilghman only prove the fad
confequences of a war, in the courfe of which the
Englifh fuffered more from want, in the midft of
their fuccefs, than in their difafters ; the former car-
rying_thcm far from the fleet, and the latter oblig-
ing them to approach it. But the moft painful of
thefe confequences was the neceffity which com-
pelled a man of my Lord Cornwallis”s birth and cha-
ra&er, to condudt, rather than command, a2 numerous
band of traitors and robbers, which Englith policy
decorated with the name of Loyalifis. This rabble
preceded the troops in plunder, taking fpecial care
never to follow them im danger.. The progrefs
was marked by fire, devaftation, and outrages
of every kind ; they ravaged fome part of America
»tis true, but ruined England, by infpiring her ene-
mies with an irreconcileable hatred.
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obferved that the river was deeply embank-
ed, and from the nature of the foil conclud-
ed it was the fame during a great part of its
courfe: it appears to me therefore that
would have been a good defence, if Mon-
fieur de la Fayette, who pafled it higher i]p,
had arrived in time to deftroy the bridge.
On the left fide of the river thé ground rifes,
and you mount a pretty high hill, the coun-
try is barren, and we travelled almoft al-
ways in the woods, till one o’clock, when
we arrived at Offy, and alighted at Ge-
neral Nelfor’s, formerly Governor, of Vir-
ginia. Ihad gotacquainted with him dur-
ing the expedition to York, at which cri-
tical moment he was Governor, and con=
du&ed himfelf with the courage of a brave
foldier, and the zeal of a good citizen. At
the time when the Englith armies were car-
rying defolation into the heart of his coun-
try, and our troops arrived unexpectedly to
fuccour and revenge it, he was compelled to
exert every means, and to call forth every
poflible refource, to afliit Monfieur de la
Fayette to make fome refiftance ; and fur-
nith General Wathington with horfes, car-

Vor.lIL C r1ages,
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riages, and provifions; but I am forry to
add, what will do but little honour to Vit~
ginia, that the only recompenfe of his la-
~ bours was the hatred of a great part of his
fellow citizens. At the firft aflembly of
the province, held ‘after the campaign, he
experienced from them neither the fatisfac-
tion he had a right to expe, at being freed
from fervitude, nor that emulation which is
the general confequence of fuccefs ; but in=
ftead of thefe fentiments, fo natural in fuch
circumftances, a general difcontent, arifing
from the neceflity under which he had of-
ten laboured, of prefling their horfes, car-
riages and forage. Thofe laws and caftoms
which would have ceafed to exift by the
conqueft of the province, were put in force:
againft its defender, and General Nelfon,
worn out at length by the fatigues of the
campaign, but ftill more by the ingratitude
of his fellow citizens, refigned the place of
Governor, which he had held for fix
months, but not without enjoying the fa-
tisfation of juftifying his conduét, and of
fecing his countrymen pardon the momen-

tary injtiries he had done their laws, by en-
deavouring
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deavouring to fave the ftate.  If to the cha-
raCer I have juft given of General Nelfun,
I thould add, that he is a good and gallant
man, in every poflible fituation of life, and
has ever behaved with the utmoft politenefs
to the French, you will be furprized that
I thould go to vifit him in his abfence, like
Mathwin in the comedy of Rofe and Colas,
for though I knew he was not at home, as
I had met him near William{burgh, where
he was detained by public bufinefs, the
vifit 1 intended to pay him formed a part of
my journey I undertook—befides that I was
defirous of feeing his family, particularly
his younger brother, Mr. William Nelfon,
with whom I was intimately connetted at
Williamfburgh, where he pafied the greateft
part of the winter. Offfy is far ‘from cor-
refponding with the riches of General Nel-
fon, or with his high confideration in Vir-
ginia; it is but a moderate plantation,
where he has contented himfelf with ere@-
ing fuch buildings as are neceflary for the
improvement of his lands, and for the ha-
bitation of his overfeers; his general rgfi-
dence is at Xor#, but that he was obliged to

C2 abandon
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abandon : and Offly being beyond the South
Anna, and fituated far back in the country,
he thought that this lonely houfe would be
at leaft a fafe retreat for his family ; it was
not {ccure however from the vifits of Lord
Cornwallis, who, in his peregrinations thro’
Virginia, advanced even fo far, though
without doing much mifchief. In the ab-
fence of the General, his mother and wife
received us with all the politenefs, eafe,
“and cordiality natural to his family.,.
But as in America the ladies are never
thought fufficient to do the honors of the
houle, five or fix Nelfons were affembled
to reccive us ; amongit others, the Secretary
Nelfon, uncle to the General, with his
two fons, and two of the General’s bro-
thers. Thefe young men were all married,
and feveral of them were accompanied by
their wives.and children, all called Nelfon,
and diftinguithed only by their chriftian
names ¥, {o that during the two days which

I pafled in this truly patriarchal houfe, it
was

* The French in general affume the furname, by
which they chufe to be diftinguithed in the world,
fo that the name which, with wus, is a real bond
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was impoffible for me to find out their de-
grees of relationthip. When 1 fay that
we pafied two days in this houfe, it may
be underftood in the moft literal fenfe, for
the weather was fo bad, there was no pof-
fibility of ftirring out. The houfe being
neither convenient nor fpacious, company
affembled either in the parlour or faloon,
efpecially the men, from the hour of break-
faft, to that of bed-time, but the conver-
fation was always agreeable and well fup-
ported. If you were defirous of diverfify-
ing the {cene, there were fome good French
and Englith authors at hand. An excel-
lent breakfalt at nine in the morning, a
{fumptuous dinner at two o’clock, tea and
punch in the afternoon, and an elegant
little fupper, divided the day moft happily,
for thofe whofe ftomachs were never un-
prepared. It is worth obferving, that on
thisoccafion, where fifteen or twenty people,
(four of whom were ftrangers to the family

£ 9 or

of affeftion, is foon loft with them. I was long ac-
quainted with four brothers in France, without
knowing they were related to each other.

TRANSLATOR.
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or country) were affembled together, and
by bad weather forced to ftay within doors,
not a f{yllable was mentioned about play.
How many parties of #rictrac, whiff, and
lotto would with us have been the confe-
* quence of fuch obftinate bad weather ? Per-
haps too, fome more rational amufements
might have varied the {cene agreeably ; but
in America, mufick, drawing, public read-
ing, and the work of the ladies, are re-
fources as yet unknown, though it is to be
hoped they will not long negle& to cultivate
“them; for nothing but ftudy was wanting to
a young Mifs Tolliver who fung fome airs,
the words of which were Englith, and the
mufic Italian. Her charming voice, and the
artlefs fimplicity of her finging, were a {ub-
ftitute for tafte, if not tafte itfelf; that na-
tural tafte, always fure, when confined
within juft limits, and when timid 1n its
weaknefs, it has not been altered, or {poil-
ed by falfe precepts and bad examples.
Mifs Tolliver has attended her fifter, Mrs.
William Nelfon, to Offly, who had juft
_mifcarried, and kept her bed. She was

brought up in the middle of the Woods by
“her
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her father, a great fox hunter, confequent-
ly could have learned to fing from the birds
only, in the neighbourhood, when the
howling of the dogs permitted her to hear
them. She is an agreeable figure, as well
as Mrs. Nelfon her fifter, tho’ lefs pretty
than a third daughter, who remained with
her father. Thefe young ladies came often
to Williamfburgh to attend the balls, where
they appeared as well drefled as the ladies
of the town, and always remarkable for
their decency of behaviour. The young
military gentlemen, on the other hand, had
conceived a great affeGion for Mr, Tolliver
their father, and took the trouble fometimes
to ride over to breakfaft and talk with him
of the chace. The young ladies, who ap-
peared from time to time, never interrupted
the converfation. Thefe pretty nymphs
more timid and wild than thofe of Dianna,
though they did not conduét the chace, in-
{pired the tafte for it into the youth: they
knew however how to defend themfelves
from fox-hunters, without deftroying, by

their arrows, thofe who had the prefump-
tion to look at them.

After
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After thislittle digreffion, which requires
fome indulgence, I fhould be at a lofs for a
tranfition to an old magiftrate, whofe white
locks, noble figure, and ftature, which was
above the common fize, commanded refpect
and veneration. Secretary Nelfon, to whom
this charatter belongs, owes this title to
the place he occupied under the Englith
Government.  In Virginia the Secretary,
whofe office it was to preferve the regifters
of all public a&ts, was, by his place, a mem-
ber of the council, of which the Governor
was the chief. Mr. Nelfon, who held this
office for thirty years, faw the morning of
that bright day which began to fhine upon
his country ; he faw too the ftorms arife
which threatened its deftruction, though he
neither endeavoured to colle@, or to fo-
ment them.

Too far advanced in age to defire a revo-
lution, too prudent to check this great
event, if neceffary, and too faithful to his
countrymen to feparate his interefts from
theirs, he chofe the crifis of this alteration,
to retire from public affairs. Thus did he
opportunely quit the theatre, when new

' . pieces

24
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pieces demanded frefh aGors, and took his*
feat among the fpeQtators, content to offer:
up his wifhes for the fuccefs of the Dramay
and to appfaud thofe who a&ed well their
part. ~ But in thelaftcampaign, chance pro-
duced him on the fcene, and made him un-
fortunately famous. He lived at 2ok,
where he had built a very handfome houfe,
from which neither European tafte nor lux=
ury was excluded; a chimney-piece and
fome bafs reliefs of very fine marble, ex-
quifitely fculptured, were particularly ad-
mired, when fate conduéted Lord Corn=
wallis to this town to be difurmed, as well
as his till then victorious troops. Secre=
tary Nelfon did not think it neceflary to fly
from the Englith, to whom his conduc
could not have made him difagreeable, nor
have furnithed any juft motive of fufpicion,
He was well received by the General, who
eftablithed his head-quarters in his houfe,
which was built on an eminence, near the
moft important fortifications, and in the
moft agreeable fituation of the town. It
was the firft obje& which ftruck the fight
as you approached the town, but in-

{tead
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ftead of travellers, it foon drew the atten-
tion of our bombardiers and cannoniers,
and was almoft entirely deftroyed. Mr.
Nelfon lived in it at the time our batteries
tried their firlt thot and killed one of his
negroes at a little diftance from him; fo
that Lord Cornwallis was foon obliged to
feek another afylum. But what afylum
could be found for an old man, deprived
of the ufe of his legs by the gout? But,
above all, what afylum could defend him
againft the cruel anguifh a father muft feel
at being befieged by his own children ; for
he had two in the American army. So that
every thot, whether fired from the town, or
from the trenches, might prove equally fatal
to him ; I was witnefs to the cruel anxiety
of one of thefe young men, when after the
flag was fent to demand his father, he kept
his eyes fixed upon the gate of the town,
by which it was to come out, and fecmed to
expet his own fentence in the anfwer,
Lord Cornwallis had too much humanity
to refufe a requeft fo juft, nor can I recol-
 le&, without emotion, the moment in which
I faw
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I faw this old gentleman alight at General
Wathington’s. He was feated, the fit of the
gout not having yet left him; and whilft
we ftood around him, he related to us, with
a ferene countenance, what had been the

effe& of our batteries, and how much his
houfe had fuffered from the firft thot.

The tranquillity which has fucceeded
thefe unhappy times, by giving him leifure
to refle@ upon his lofles, has not embittered
the recolleftion ; he lives happily in one of
his plantations, where, in lefs than fix hours,
he can affemble thirty of his children,
grand children, nephews, nieces, &c. a-
mounting in all to feventy, the whole in-
habiting Virginia. The rapid increafe of
his own family juftifies what he told me
of the population in general, of which, from
the offices he has held all his life, he muft
have it in his power to form a very accurate
judgment. In 1742 the people jubjeit 2o
pay taxes in the Etate of Virginia, that is to
fay, the white males above fixteen, and the
male and female blacks of the fame age,
amounted only to the number of 63,000 3

by
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by his account they now exceed 160,000 *.

After pafling two days very agreeably
with this interefting family, we left them
the 12th at ten in the morning, accom-
panied by the Secretary, and five or fix o-
ther Nelfons, who condu&ed us to Lt
#le River Bridge, a fmall creek on the road
about five miles from Offly. “There
we feparated, and having rode about
" eleven miles further through woods, and
over a barren country, we arrived at one
o'clock at Willis’s inn or ordinary; for the
4inns which in the other provinces of Ame-
rica are known by the name of taverns, or
public-houfes, are in Virginia called ordi-
snaries. ‘This confifted of a little houfe
placed in a folitary fituation in the middle
of the woods, notwithftanding which we
there found a great deal of company.
As foon as I alighted, I enquired what
might be the reafon of this numer-
ous affembly, and was informed it was a

cock-match. This diverfion is much in
fathion

# This calculation is much below that given by
other writers, and I have reafon to believe that it is
confiderably below the mark, TRANSLATOR.

4
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fafhion in Virginia, where the Englith-cuf~
toms are more prevalent than in the reft of
America. When  the principal promoters
of this diverfion, propofe to watch  their
champions, they take great care to announce
it to the public, and although there are
neither pofts, nor regular conveyances, this
important news f{preads with fuch facility
that the planters for thirty or ‘forty miles
round, attend, fome with .cocks, but; all
with money for betting, which 1s fometimes
very confiderable. They are obliged to
‘bring their own provifiens, as fo many
people with good appetites could not pof-
fibly be fupplied with them at the inn.
As for lodgings, one large room for the
whole company, with a blanket for each
individual, is fufficient for fuch hearty
countrymen, who are not more delicate
about the conveniencies of life, than the
choice of their amufements.

Whilft our horfes were feeding, we had
an opportunity of fecing a battle. The
preparation took up a great deal of time;
they arm their cocks with long fteel fpurs,
very fharp, and cut off a part of their fea-

thers,
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thers, as if thcy meant to deprive them of
their armour. The ftakes were very con-
fiderable ; the money of the parties was de-
pofited in the hands of one of the principal
perfons, and I felt a fecret pleafure in ob-
ferving that it was chiefly French *. I

know

* The prodigious quantity of French money
brought into America by their fleets and armies, and
the loans made to Congrefs, together with the vaft
return of dollars from the Havannah, and the Spa-
nifh, Portugueze and Englith gold which found its
way into the country from the Britifh lines, render-
ed fpecie very plentiful towards the conclufion of
the war; and the arrival of the army of the Comte
de Rochambeau was particularly opportune, as it
happened at the very diftreffing crifis of the death of
the paper currency. The French money alone in
circulation in the United States, in the year 1782
was eftimated after very accurate calculations, at
thirty-five millions of livres, or near a million and
a half fterling. Although it is impoffible to afcer-
tain with any degree of precifion the quantity of
Brtith money circulating in the revolted part of the
continent, under the forms of Spanifth, Portugal, and
Englith coin, yet fome general idea may be enter-
tained that the quantity was very confiderable, from
the following extralt from the fewenth report of the
commiffioners of public accounts, * We obtained by re-
¢¢ quifition from the office of the Paymafter General
¢4 of the forces, an account of the money iffued to
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know not which is the moft aftonithing,
the.infipidity of fuch diverfion, or the ftu-
pid

<« Meflrs. Hartley and Drummond, purfuant to his
¢ Majefty’s warrants, for the extraordinary fervices
¢ of his Majefty’s forces ferving in North America
< from the 1ft of January 1776, to the 31 of De-
s¢ cember 1781. This fum amounts to 10,083,863,
¢ 95, 6d.”—There are two ways by which this
¢ money goes from thefe remitters into the hands
of their agents : the one is by bills drawn by them
¢¢ on the remitters, which bills they receive the va-
lue for in America, and the remitters difcharge
¢ when prefented to them in London ; the other is
‘by fending out affual cafh, whenever it becomes
neceflary to {upport the exchange, by increafing
the quantity of current cafh in the hands of the
agents.”’—Now the votes of Parliament will fhew
the reader, the vaft fums annually granted to Meflrs.
Hartley and Drummond, for the fpecific purpofe of
purchafing Spanifh and Portugal gold alone, to fup-
ply ¢ this quantity of current cafh.” Befides the
vaft exportation of Englifh guineas; nor is it to be
doubted that a great proporticn of this fupply found
its way into the heart of the United States, in re-
tern for provifions, in payment of their captive ar-
mies, &c. &c. The Britith navy too is not includ-
ed in this eftimate. Great fums ’tis true returned to
Britzin dire&tly or indire&tly for goods, &c. but
much fpecie remained inconteftably in the country.
With refpedt to the Spanifth dollars from the Ha-
vanah and the Weft Indies, no juft calculation can
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pid: intereft with which it animates the
parties. 'This paffion appears almoft innate
amongft the Englith, for the Virginians are
yet Englifh in many refpects. Whilft the
interefted parties animated the cocks to
battle, a child of fifteen, who was near me,
kept leaping for joy, and erying, Oh! it is
a charming diverfion.

We had yet feven or eight and twenty
miles to ride, to the only inn where it was
ﬁ)ﬁible to ftop, before we reached Mr. Jefas
ferfon’s ; for Mr. de Rochambeau, who had
travelled the fame road but two months be-
fore, cautioned me againft {leeping at
Louifa Court-boufé, as the worft lodging he
had found in all America. This public-
houfe is fixtcen miles from Willis’s or-
dinary. As he had given me a very forci-

ble defcription not only of the houfe, but
of

be formed, but the amount muft have been very
confiderable, as they appeared to-me to circulate in
the proportion of at leaft three or four to one of all
the other coined fpecie. — When the Tranflator add-
ed this note, he had not feen Lord Sheffield’s ob-
fervations on the fubje&. In thefe however, he
thinks his lordfhip difcovers decp prejudices, mixed
with much excellent reafoning and a great deal of
truth. TRANSLATOR.
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of the landlord, I had a curiofity to judge
of it by*my own experience. Under the
pretence of enquiring for the road, there-
fore, I went in, and obferved, that there
was no other lodging for travellers than
the apartment of the landlord, 'T'his man,
called obufon, is become fo monfiroufly
fat, that he cannot move out of his arm-
chair. He is a good humoured fellow,
whofe manners are not very rigid, who
loves good cheer, and all forts of pleafure,
infomuch that at the age of fifty he has fo
augmented his bulk, and diminifthed his
fortune, that by two oppofite principles he
is near feeing the termination of both s
but all this does not in the leaft affe& his
gaiety. 1 found him contented in his
arm-chair, which ferves him for a bed;
for it would be difficult for him to lie
down, and impoflible to rife. A ftool
fupported his enormous legs, in which were
large fiffures on each fide, a prelude to what
muft foon happen to his belly. A large
ham and a bowl of grog ferved him for
company, like a man refolved to die fur-
rounded by his friends. He called to my

Nod. 11, D mind,
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mind, in thort, the country fpoken of by
Rabelais, where the men order their bellies
to be hooped to prolong their lives, and
efpecially the Abbé, who having exhaufted:
every poflible refource, refolved: to: finith
his days by a great feaft, and invited all
the neighbourhood to his bur/fing.

The night was already clofed in, when
we arrived at the houfe of Colonel Bofwell,
a tall, ftout Scotfman, about fixty years
of age, and who had been about forty years
fettled in America, where, under the En-
glith government, he was a Colonel of mi=
litia. Although he kept a kind of tavern,
he appeared but little prepared to receive
ftrangers. It was already late indeed, be-
fides that this road, which leads only to
the mountains, is little frequented. He
was quietly feated near the fire, by the fide
of his wife, as old, and almoft as tall as
himfelf, whom he diftinguifhed by the epi~
thet of, ¢ honey,” which in French cor=
refponds with mon petit caeur. Thefe ho-
neft people received us cheerfully, and foon
called up their fervants, who were already

gone to bed. Whilft they were preparing
fupper,
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fupper, we often heard them call Rofe, Rof,
which at length brought to view the moft
hideous negrefs I ever beheld. Our fup-
per was rather fcanty, but our breakfaft the
next morning better ; we.had ham, butter,
freth eggs, and coffee by way of drink : for
the whitkey or corn-fpirits we had in the
evening, mixt with water, was very bad;
befides that we were perfeitly reconciled to
the American cuftom of drinking coffee
with meat, vegetables or other food.

We fet out the next morning at eight
o’clock, havinglearned nothing 1n this houfe
worthy of remark, except that notwith-
ftanding the hale and robuft appearance of
Mr. and Mrs. Bofwell, not one of fourteen
of their children had attained the age of ten
years. We were now approaching a chain
of mountains of confiderable height, called
the South-weff mountasns, becaufe they are
the firft you meet in travelling weftward,
before you arrive at the chain known in
France by the name of the Apalachians, and
in Virginiaby that of the Blue Ridge, North
Ridge, and Allegany mountains. As the
country was much covered with woods, we

D2 had
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had a view of them but very feldom ; and
travelled a long time without feeing any
habitation, at times greatly perplexed to
choofe among the different roads, which
croffed each other *. ~ Atlaft we overtook a
traveller who preceded us, and ferved not
only as a guide, but by his company help-
ed to abridge our journey. He was an

Irithman, 4+ who though but lately arriv-
: ed

* The difficulty of finding the road in many parts
of America is not to be conceived except by thofe
ftrangers who have travelled in that country. The
roads, which' are not through the woods, not being
kept in repair, as foon as one is in bad order, ano-
ther is made in the fame manner, that is, merely
by felling the trecs, and the whole interior parts are
fo covered, that without a compafs it is impoffible
to have the Jeaft idea of the courfe you are fteering.
"The diftances too are fo nncertain, as in every coun-
try where they are not meafured, that no two ac-
counts refemble each other. In the back parts of Pen-~
fylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, I have frequent-
ly travelled thirty miles for ten, though frequent.
Iy fet right by paffengers and negroes : but the great
communications between the large towns, through al
the well inhabited parts of the continent, are as prac-
ticable and eafy as in Europe. TRANSLATOR.

+ An Irithman, the inftant he fets foot on Ame-

rican ground becomes, ipf? fatfe, an American ; this
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ed in America, had made feveral cam-
paigns, and received 2 confiderable wound
- 1Du3 in

was uniformly the cafe during the whole of the late
war. Whilft Englithmen and Scotfmen were re-
garded with jealoufy and diftruft, even with the beft
recommendation, of zeal and attachment to their
caufe, a native of Ireland ftood in need of no -other
certificate than his diale€t; his fincerity was never
called in queftion, he was fuppofed to have a {ym-
pathy of fuffering, and every voice decided as it were
intuitively, in his favour. Indeed their condu&t
in the late revolution amply juftified this favourable
opinion ; for whilft the Irifh emigrant was fighting
the battles of America by fea and land, the Irith
merchants, particularly at Charles-Town, Baltimore
and Philadelphia, laboured with indefatigable zeal,
and at all hazards, to promote the fpirit of enter-
prize, to increafe the wealth, and maintain the
credit-of the country; their purfes were always open,
and their perfons devoted to the common caufe, On
more than one imminent occafion, Congrefs owed
their exiftence, and America poflibly her preferva-
tion to the fidelity and firmuefs of the Irith. I
had the honour of dining with the Irith Society,
compofed of the fteadieft whigs upon the continent,
at the city tavern in Philadelphia, on St. Patrick’s
day; the members wear a medallion fufpended by
a riband, with a very fignificant device, which has
gfcaped my memory, but was fo applicable to the
American revolution, that until I was affured thatit
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in his thigh by a mufquet ball; which,
though it could never be extrafed, had
not in the leaft affected either his health
or gaiety. He related his military exploits,
and we enquired immediately about the
country which he then inhabited. He ac-
quainted us that he was fettled in North
Carolina, upwards of eighty miles from
Catawbaw, and were then goo from the
fea, Thefe new eftablithments are fo much
the more interefting, as by their diftance
from all commerce, agriculture is their
fole refource; I mean that patriarchal agri-
culture which confifts in producing only
what is fufficient for their own confump-
tion, without the hope of either fale or

barter. 'Thefe Colonies therefore muft ne-
ceflarily

fubfifted prior to that event, and had a reference
only to the oppreffion of Ireland by her powerful
fifter, I concluded it to be a temporary illufion,
General Wathington, Mr, Dickinfon and other
leading charaters are adopted members of this So-
ciety, having been initiated by the ceremony of an
exterior application of a whole bottle of claret pour-
ed upon the head, and a generous libatfon to liberty
and good living, of as many as the votary could

carry off, TRANSLATOR.
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oeflarily be rendered equal to all their wants.
it is eafy to' conceive that there is foon no
deficiency of food, but it is alfo neceffary
that their flocks and their fields thould fur-
nith them with cloathing, they muft ma-
nufacture their own wool, and flax, into
clothes and linen, they muft prepare the
hides to make fhoes of them, &c. &c. *
as to drink, they are obliged to content
themfelves with milk and water, until their
apple-trees are large enough to bear fruit, or
until they have been able to procure them-
{elves ftills, to diftil their grain.—In thefe
troublefome times we fthould fcarcely ima-
gine in Europe, that nails are the articles
the moft wanted in thefe new cclonies :
for the axe and the faw can fupply every
other want. They contrive however to
ere huts, and conftruct roofs without nails,
but the work is by this means rendered
much more tedious, and in f{uch circum-

{tances

* Tt is 2 natural fuppofition that workmen of all
forts (at leaft the moft neceffary) fhould form a part

of every new colony, and follow their particular
trade as the moft beneficial employment.

TRANSLATOR.
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frances every body knows the value of time
and labour. It was a natural queftion to
afk fuch a cultivator what could bring him
four hundred miles from home, and we
learned from him that he carried on the
trade of horfe felling, the only commerce
of which his country was fufceptible, 4
and by which people in the moft eafy cir-
cumftances endeavoured to augment their
fortunes. In fa&t thefe animals multi-
ply very faft in a country where there is
abundant pafture ; and as they are condu&-
ed without any expence, by grazing on the
road, they become the moft commodious
article of exportation, for a country fo far
from any road or commerce.. The conver-
fation continued and brought us infenfibly
to the foot of the mountains. On the fum-
mit of one of them we difcovered the houfe
of Mr. Jefferfon, which ftands pre-eminent

n

+ Confiderable quantities of peltry are likewife
brought from the back parts of North Carolina; and
I have met with ftrings of horfes laden with that ar-
ticle paffing through Virginia to Philadelphia from

the diftance of fix hundred miles.
TRANSLATOR,
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in thefe retirements; it was himfelf who
built it and preferred this fituation 3 for al-
though he pofleffed confiderable property in
the neighbourhood, there was nothing to
prevent him from fixing his refidence where-
ever he thought proper. But it was a
debt Nature owed to a philofopher and
a man of tafte, that in his own pofieflions
he fhould find a fpot, where he might beft
ftudy and enjoy her. He calls his houfe
Monticello, (in Italian, Little Mountzain) a
very modeft title, for it is fituated upon a
very lofty one, but which announces the
owner’s attachment to the language of Italy;
and above all to the fine arts, of which that
country was the cradle, and is ftill the afy-
lam. As T had no further occafion for a
guide, I feparated from the Irithman; and
after afcending by a tolerably commodious
road, for motre than half an hour, we ar-
rived at Monticello. 'This houfe, of which
Mr. Jefferfon was the architect, and often
one of the workmen, is rather elegant, and
in the Italian tafte, though not without
fault; it confifts of one large {quare pavi~
lion, the entrance of which is by two por-

ticocs
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ticoes ornamented with pillars. The ground
floor confifts chiefly of a very large lofty
faloon, which s to be decorated entirely
in the antique ftyle : above it is a library of
the fame form, two {mall wings, with only
a ground floor, and attic ftory, are joined
to this pavilion, and commaunicate with
the kitchen, offices, &c. which will form
a kind of bafement ftory over which runs
a terrace. My object in this thort defcrip-
ticn is only to Thew the difference between
this, and the other houfes of the country;
for we may fafely aver, that Mr. Jefferfon
is the firft American who has confulted
the fine arts to know how he fhould thel-
ter himfelf from the weather. But it is
on himfelf alone I ought to beftow my
time. Let me defcribe to you a man, not
yet forty, tall, and with a mild and plea-
fing countenance, but whofe mind and un-
derftanding are ample fubftitutes for every
exterior grace. An American, who with-
out ever having quitted his own country, is
at once a mufician, fkilled in drawing ; a
geometrician, an aftronomer, a natural phi-

io[opher,]cgiﬂator, and ftateiman, A fena-
tor
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tor of America, who fat for two years in
that famous Congrefs which brought about
the revolution ; and which is never men-
tioned without refpect, though unhappily
not without regret : a governor of Virginia,
who filled this difficult {tation during the
invafions of Aruold,of Phillips, and of Corn-
awallis; a philofopher, in voluntary retire~
ment, from the world, and public bufinefs,
becaufe he loves the world, inafmuch only
as he can flatter himfelf with being ufeful
to mankind ; and the minds of his country-
men are not yet in a condition either to
bear the light, or to fuffer contradiction.
A mild and amiable wife, charming chil-
dren, of whofe education he himfelf takes
charge, a houfe to embellith, great provi-
fions to improve, and the arts and fciences
to cultivate ; thefe are what remain to Mr.
Jefferfon, after having played a principal
chara&ter on the theatre of the new world,
and which he preferred to the honourable
commiffion of Minifter Plenipotentiary in
Europe, * The vifit which I made him

was

¥ Mr. Jefferfon having fince had the misfortunc ta
lofe his wife, has at laft yielded to the intreatics of
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was not unexpeéted, for he had long fince
invited me to come and pafs a few days
with him, in the center of the mountains;
notwithftanding which I found his firft ap-
pearance ferious, nay even cold; but be-
fore I had been two hours with him we
were as intimate as if we had pafled our
whole lives together ; walking, books, but
above all, a converfation always varied and
interefting, always fupported by that fiweet
fatisfaCtion experienced by two perfons,
who in communicating their fentiments and
opinions, are invariably in unifon, and who
underftand each other at the firft hint,
made four days pafs away like {o many mi-

nutes.
This

his country, and accepted the place of Minifter Ple-
nipetentiary at the court of France, and is now at
Paris. It 1s neceflary to obferve that Mr. Jeffer-
fon, who juftly ftands in the higheft fituation in
America, was one of the five Minifters Plenipoten-
tiary for concluding a peace in Europe, named by
Congrefs full two years before it took place; Mefirs.
Franklin, Adams, Laurens, and Jay were the other

four,
TRANSLATOR.
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This conformity of fentiments and opi-
nions on which I infift, becaufe it confti=
tutes my own eulogium, (and felf-love muft
fomewhere fhew itfelf) this conformity, I
fay, was fo perfet, that not only our tafte
was fimilar, but our predileétions alfo,
thofe partialities which cold methodical
minds ridicule as enthufiaftic, whilft fen=
fible and animated ones cherith and adopt
the glorious appellation. I recolle&t with
pleafure that as we were converfing one
evening over a bowl of punch, after Mrs.
Jefferfon had retired, our converfation
turned on the poems of Offian. It was a
fpark of eleCricity which pafled rapidly
from one to the other; we recollected the
paffages in thofe {fublime poems, which par-
ticularly ftruck us, and entertained my fel-
low travellers, who fortunately knew En-
glith well, and were qualified to judge of
their merit, though they had never read
the poems. In our enthufiafm the book was
fent for, and placed near the bowl, where,
by their mutual aid, the night far advanced

imperceptibly
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imperceptibly upon us. Sometimes natii=
ral philofophy, at others politicks or the
arts were the topicks of our converfation, for
no object had efcaped Mr. Jefferfon; and it
feemed as if from his youth he had placed
his mind, as he has done his houfe, on an
elevated fituation, from which he might
contemplate the univerfe.

The only firanger who vifited us during
our ftay at Monticello, was Colonel Armand
whom I have mentioned in my firft Journal;
he had been in France the preceding year
with Colonel Laurens, but returned foon
enough to be prefent at the fiege of York,
where he marched as a volunteer at the
attack of the redoubts. His object in go=
ing to France, was to purchafe cloathing
and accoutrements compleat for a regiment,
be had already commanded, but which had
been fo roughly handled in the campaigns
to the fouthward, that it was neceffary to
form it anew: he made the advance of the
neceflaries to. Congrefs, who engaged to
provide men and horfes. Charlotteville a
rifing little town fituated in a valley two
leagues from Monticello, being the quarter

affigned
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affigned for affembling this legion, Colo«
nel Armand invited me to dinc with him
the next day, where M. Jefferfon and 1
went, and found the legion under arms.
It is to be compofed: of 200 horfe and 150
foot. The horfe was almoft compleat and
very well mounted ; the infantry was flill
feeble, but the whole were well clothed,
well armed, and made a very good appear-
ance. Wedined with Colonel Armand, all
the officers of his regiment, and a woif he
amufes himfelf in bringing up, which: is
now ten months old, and is‘as familiar,
mild, and gay as a young dog; henever quits
his mafter, and has conftantly the privilege
of fharing his bed. It is to be wifhed that
he may always anfwer fo good an education,
and not refume his natural chara&er as he
advances to maturity. He is not quite of
the fame kind with ours, his {kin is almoft
black, and very glofly; he has nething
fierce about the head, fo that were it not
for his upright ears, and pendent tail, one
might readily take him for a dog, Per-
haps he owes the fingular advantage of not
exhaling a bad {mell, to the care which is

4 taken



48 ~ TRAVELS IN

taken of histoilet ; for I remarked that the
dogs were not in the leaft afraid of him,
and that when they croffed his trace, they
paid no attention to it, But it appears im-
probablc, that all the neatnefs in the world
can deceive the inftin& of thofe animals,
which have fuch a dread of wolves, that
they have been obferved, in the King’s gar-
den at Paris, to raife their coats and howl
at the fmell only of two mongrels, engen-
dered by a dog and a fhe-wolf. I am in-
clingds therefore to believe, that this pecu-
liarity belongs to the fpecies of black wolf,
for they have our {pecies alfo in America ;
and in Europe we may poffibly have the
black kind, for fo it may be conjectured
at leaft from the old proverb: ¢¢ He is as
much afraid of me as of a grey wolf,” which
implies that there are alfo black ones.

Since I am on the fubje&t of animals, I
fhall mention here fome obfervations which
Mr. Jefferfon enabled me to make upon
the wild beafts which are common in this
country. Ihave been a long time in doubt
whether to call them roebucks, ftags, or

deer, for in Canada they are known by
' the
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the firft dame, in the eaftern provinces by
the fecond, and in the fouthern by the third.
Befides, in America, “their nomenclatures
dre fo inaccurate, and their obfervations
fo-flight, that no information can be ac-
quired by examining the people of the coun-
tey. - M. Jefferfort amufed himfelf by raif-
ing a fcore of thefe animalsin his park ;
they are become very familiar, which hap-
pens to all the animals of America; for
they aré in géneral much eafier to tame than
thofe of Europe. He amufes hinifelf by
feeding them with Indian corn, of which
they are very fond, and which they eat out
of his hand. T followed him one evening
into a deep valley, where they are aecuf-
- tomed to affemble towards the clofe of the
day, and faw them walk, run, and bound :
but the more 1 examined their paces, the
lefs T was mclmed to annex them to any
partu:ular fpecies in Europe; they are ab-
folutely of ‘the fime colour as the roebuck,
and never change even when they are tamed, ,
which often happens to deer. Their horns,
which are never more than a foot and
3 half long, and have more than four

Vox. II. E branches
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branches on each fide, are more open and
broader than thofe of the roebuck ; they take
an oblique direion in front ;. their tails are
from ecight to ten inches long, and when
they leap they carry them almoft vertical
like the deer ; refembling thofe animals not
only in, their proportions, but in the form
of thclr heads, which are longer and lefs
frizzled than thofe of the roebuck. = They
differ alfo from that fpecies, as they are ne-
ver found in pairs. From my own obfer-
vations, in fhort, and from all I have been
able to colle¢t on the {ubje&, I am con-
vinced that this kind_ is peculiar to. Ame=
rica, and that it may be confidered fome-
thing betwixt the deer and roebuck. * . Mz,
chferfon bemg no {] portfman., and not hav-
ing croITcd thc feas, could have no decid-
ed opinion on this part of natural hlf’cory,
but he has not neglected the other branches.
I faw with pleafure that he had applied
himfelf particularly to meteorological ob-

' : fcréation,

* T have ‘béen lately affured that when thefe ani-
mals grow old, their horns are as large as thofe of
the ftag, but their flefh has certainly the fame tafte
with that of the deer in England, ;
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fervation, which, in fa&, of all the branches
of philofophy, is the moft proper for the
Americans to cultivate, from the extent of
their country, and the varicty of their fitu=
ations, which give them in this pointa
great advantagc over us, who i other ré-
{pe&s have fo many over them. " -Mrt. Jef-
ferfon has made, with Mr. Maddifon, a well
informed profeffor of mathamatics, fome
correfpondent obfervations on the reigning
winds_at Williamfburgh, and Monticello s .
and although thefe two places are at the
diftance only of fifty leagues, and not fepa-
rated by any chain of mountains, the dif-
férence of their refults was, that for 127
obfervations on the N.E. wind at Williamf-
burgh, there were only 32 at Monticello,
where the N. W. wind in general fupplies
the place of the N. E. This latter appears
to be a fea-wind, eafily counteracted by the
{lighteft obftacle, infomuch that twenty
years fince it was fcarcely ever felt beyond
Wefl-point 5 that is to fay beyond the con-
flux of the Pawmunkey and the Matapony,
which unite and form York river, near

E 2

thirty=
‘.'
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thn-ty five miles from its mouth, * Since
the progrefs of populanon and agriculture
has confiderably cleared the woods, it pe-
netrates fo far as Richmond, which i is thir-
ty miles further. It may hence be obferv-
ed, ﬁrﬁ, tha;t the winds vary infinitely in

theu- obhqulty, and in the height of their
region.

* The rapid changes of the temperature of theair
in America, and particularly to the fouthward, are
apt'to defiroy the beft European conftitations. In
the middle of the hotteft day in July and Auguft,
when the heat was fo intelerable as almoft to prevent
rcfplmtlon, I have frequently known the wind fhift
fuddenly round to the N. W. attended with a blaft,
fo cold ‘and” humid as to make it immediately ne-
ceffary to fhut all the doors and windows, and light
large firés. - It is impoffible to conceive any thing
more trying for the human body, relaxed and open
at every pore, from a continuance of burniug heat,
than this raw, piercing wind which blows over fuch
jmmen{e boundlefs tradts of lakes and forefts ; but
the melioration of the climate, even from the par-
tial, and comparatively inconfiderable deftruétion of
the woods in many parts of the continent, is fo
rapid as to be ftrikingly perceptible even . in the
courfe of a very few years; and its falubrity in pro-
portion to the ‘progrefs of thefe improvements, will
probably approach much nearer to thofe of Europe
under the fame latitudes. T@ANSLATOR.
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region. Secondly, that nothing “is more
effential than the manner in which we pro-
ceed in the clearing “of a country, for the
falubrity of the ':iix_', nay even the order of
the feafons, may depend on the accefs
which we allow the winds, and the direc-
tion we may give them. It is a generally
received opinion at Rome, that the air is
Iefs healthy fince the felling of a large fo-
reft fituated between that city and Oftia,
which defended it from the winds known
in Italy by the names of the Scrrocco and
the Libico. It is believed in Spain alfo, that
the exceflive droughts, of which the Cafti-
lians complain more and more, are occa=
fioned by the cutting down of the woods,
which ufed to attrat and break the clouds
in their paflfage. ‘There is yet a very im-
portant confideration upon which I thoughs
it my duty to fix the attention of the learn-
ed in this country, whatever diffidence I
may have of my own knowledge in phile-
fophy, as well as on every other fubje&.
The greateft part of Virginia is very low
and flat, and fo divided by crecks and great
sivers, that it appears abfolutely redeemed

E 3 fram
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from the fea, ‘and an entire new creation ;
it is confequently very {wampy, and can
be dried only by the cutting down a great
quantity of wood ;. but as’on the .other hand
it can neyer be fo dramcd as not {tll ta
abound with mcphltlcal exhalations ; and of
whatever nature thefe exhalations may be,
whether partaklng of fixed or inflammable
air, it is certain that vegetation abforbs them
equaily, and that trees are the moft proper
to accomplith” this objedt. * It appears
equally dangerous either to cut down
or to preferve a great quantity of wood ;
fo that the beft manner of proceeding
to clear the country, would be to dif-
erfe the fettlements as much as pofiible,
and to leave fome groves of trees ftanding
between them, In this manner the ground
inhabited would be always healthy, and as
there yet remain confiderable marfhes which
they cannot drain, there is no rifk of ad-
mitting the winds too eafily, as they would

{erye to carry off the exhalations, |
But

" * This dxfcovery the world owes to Do&or
Franklin, :

-
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But I perceive my Journal is fomething
dike the converfation I had with Mr. Jef-
ferfon’; I pafs from one objeét to another,
and forget myfelf as I write, as it happen-
ed niot unfrequently in his fociety. I muft
now quit the Friend of Nature, but not Na-
ture herfelf,” who expefts me in all her
fplendour at the end of my journey ; I mean
the famous Bridge of Rocks,  which unites
two mountains, the moft -curious object 1
ever yet beheld, as its conftrucion is the
moft difficult of folution. Mr. Jefferfon
would moft willingly have conduted me
thither, although this wonder is upwards of
eighty miles from him, and he had often
feen it 5 but his wife being expected every
moment to_lie in, and himfelf as good a
hufband, as heis an excellent philofopher
and a virtuous citizen, he only atted as my
guide for about fixteen miles, to the pai-
fage of the little river Mechum, where we
parted, and I prefume, to flatter myfelf,
with mutual regret. -

We walked our horfes feventeen miles
farther in the defiles of the weftern moun-
tains, before we could 'find a place to bait

them;
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them ; at laft we ftopped at a little lonely
hounfe, a Mr. Mac Donnel’s, an Irithman,
where we found eggs, bacen, chickens, and
whifkey, on which we made an excellent
repaft. He was an honeft, obliging man ;
and his wife, who had a very agreeable and
mild countenance, had nothing ruftic ei-
ther in her converfation or her manner. - For
in the center of the woods, and wholly oc-
cupied in ruftic bufinefs, 2 Virginian never
refemblcs an European peafant : he is al-
ways a freeman, participates in the govern-
ment, and has the command of a few ne-
groes. So that uniting in himfelf the two
diftin& qualities of citizen and mafter, he
perfe&ly' refembles the bulk of individuals
who formed what were called zbe pegple in -
the ancient republics ; a people very differ«
ent from that of our days, though they are
very improperly confounded, in the friyo-
lous declamations of our half philofophers,
who, in comparing ancient with modern
times, have mvarlab]y miftaken the word
peaple, for mankind in general ; and believ-
ing themfelves its defenders, have beftowed
their praifes on the ogprcffors of humanity,

' How
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How many ideas have we ill to rc&ify??
How many words, the fenfe of which is
yet vague and indeterminate ? The dignity
of man has been urged 2 hundred times,
and the expreflion is ‘univerfally adopted.
Yet after all, the dignity of man is relative ;
if taken in an individual fenfe, it is in pro-
portion to the inferior clafles ;' the plebeian
conftitutes the dignity of the noble, the
{lave that of the i)lebeian,' and ‘the negro
that ‘of his white mafter. If taken ina
general “acceptation, it may infpire than
with {fentiménts of tyranny and cruelty, in
his relative fituation with refpet to other
animals; deftroying thus the general be-
neficence, by counteracting the orders and
the views of Nature. What then is the
principle on which Reafon, efcaped from
{fophifts and rhetoricians, may at laft rely ?
Theequality of rights; the general intereft
which aGuates all; private intereft, conne@-
edwith the general good ; the order of focie-
ty; as neceflary as the {ymmetry of 'a bee-
hive; &c. if all this does not furnith matter
for eloquence, we muft confole ourfelves,
and prefer genuine morality to that wh:ch 18

fallacmus



58 ~TRAVELS IN

fallac:ous. We had reafon to be content-
‘cd with that of Mr. Mac Donell ; he pre-
{fented us with. the beft he had, did not
make us. pay too dear, and gave us every
inftru@ion neceflary to continue our jour-
'ney'; but not being able to fet out. until
half paft four o’clock; and having twelve
miles to go before we pafled the B/ue Bridges,
we were happy in meeting on the road with
an honeft traveller, who ferved us for a
guxde, and with whom we entered into
converfation. He was an inhabitant of the
county of Augufta, who had ferved in Caro-

- lina

* The Marquis de Cbaﬁel!ux has  diftinguithed
‘himfelf very honourably in the literary world by fe-
veral produétions, but particularly by his treatife De
{a Felici¢¢ Publique, wherein he breathes the generous,
enlightened language of philanthropy and freedom.
He was chofen a member of the French academy
at a very early age, by dint of his own merit, and
not by a court mandate, or intrigue, and was, if J
miftake mot, when very young, in correfpondence
with, and a favourite of; the illuftrious Pope: Gaxn-
« ganelli. He has lately tranflated ‘into French, Co-
tonel Humphreys’s poem, Zhe Campaign, mentioned
#a the notes to the firft volume of this work,

TRANSLATOR.
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lina as a_common-7ifieman -, notwithitand-
ing which, ‘he was well mounted, and ap-
peared much at his* eafe.; -In America ‘the
militia.is compofed of ‘all the inhabitants
-without. d;f]:méhon, and  the officers ‘are

ele&ed

- 1- Thé‘ﬁﬂemen are a Vnrglman nnlma, qompofed
of the inhabitants of the mountains, who are all
expert hunters, and make ufe of rifie! guns, = Tp-
wards the end of the war little ufe was made of them,
as it was found that the difficulty of loading their
pieces more than equalled the advantages derived from
their exa&nefs. The Amerjcans had great numbers
of riflemen in fmall detachments on the flanks of Ges
neral Burgoyne’s army, many of whom took poft on
high trees in the rear of their own line, and there was
feldom a minute’s interval of {fmoke without oﬂicers
being taken off by fingle thot. - Captain Green of the
31 ftregiment, Aide de Camp to General Philips, was
thot through the arm by one of thofe mark(men as
he was delivering a meflage to General Burgoyne.
After the convention, the commanding officer of the
riflemen informed General Burgoyne that the thot
was meant for him; and as Captain Green was feen
to fall from his horfe, it was for fome hours belfe\'ed
in the ‘American army that General Burﬂoync was
killed. His efcape was owing to the Captain’s hav-
ing laced furniture to his faddle, which made him
to be miftaken for the General. - General Burgoyne
fays, in his Narrative, that not an Indian could be
brought within the found of a rifle thot. *
p i bt TRANSLATOR.
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cleed by them without refpe either to
fervice or experience.: Our fellow-traveller
had been at the battle of Cowpens, where
General Morgan, with 8oo militia, entirely
defeated the famous Tarlston, at the head of
his legion, a regiment of regular troops,
and of different pickets drawn. from the
army, forming near 1200 men, of whom
upwards of 80o were killed or made pri=
foners *. 'Thisevent, the moft extraordi-
' ' nary

* Lovd Cornwallis, in his anfwer to Sir Henry
Clintor’s Narrative, publithed in 1983, gives the fol-
lowing ftate of his army before the defeat of Tarle-
ton, and fubfequent to that event, from which we
may authenticate the lofs of men, and deduce the
importance of Morgan’s vitory to America ;
January 15th, 1781, the rank and file of his Lord-

fhip’s army was,

Guards, - z = - 690
7th regiment, - - s 167
. 16th, three companies, = = 41
23d regiment, - = é 286
33d regiment, - - - 328
711t 1it battalion, - - 249
1ft, 2d battalion, - - 237

71ft light company, , = - 69
German regiment of Bofe, - - 347
Yagers, - - . 103

SrmE———

Carried over 2517
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nary of the, whole war, bad always excited
my. cuﬂaﬁey The made&y and fimplicity

-with
B:ouglilt: ovcf 2511
*Tarlcton’s legion, A L L
N C’ardhna volunteers, - ‘“':';56
r Q571 1" RO ]
“Total before,the.'qa.ttl;, et . 2208 ., .
=T 5117 3 3 o B 32 W 0l o

F ebruary lﬂz, 1 781, after the defeat of Ta.rleton,

i Guards, JRR I ey e o o

" gthregiment " - @« A A

L 26t = & = 4
23d,‘ o s | G ] v -

¢ 334, ek :
41ft, it battalion, ®
',ui"c 2d ditto, o -

: 71& light company, e

) ‘German regiment of B'ofc, -
Yagers - - -
Tarleton’s legion - -
N. Carolina volunteers, .

Total after the defeat of Tarleton,

690
" 279
334
234
345
97
174
287

2440

Total lofs with the detachment of artillery 8o out:
of 1050 men; the real number of Tarleton’s force.:

The names of the regiments that have
annexed to them in the laft column. are

no numbers
thofe which:

were totally deftroyed, that is, killed, wounded, or ta-
ken, in the battle of Cowpens, on th¢ 1yth of Januarys.
between Morgan and Tarleton, Lord Cornwallis

4
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with which ‘General Morgan - give ' the ac-
count’ of it, have been géneral{y‘ admired.
But one circumftance in this relation had
always aftonithed me. Morgan drew up
his troops in~ ordir “of battle,. in an open
wood, and divided his riflemen upon the
two wings, {o as to form, with the line, a

kind of tenaille, which colle@ed the whole

fire, both direftly and obhquely, on the

center of the Englith Bt after the firft
dlfcharge, he made fo dangerous a move-
ment, that had he commanded the beft dif-
ciplined troops in the world,-I fhould be

: - at

in his Gazette account, immediately after the aﬂ";ur,
ftated the lofs only at 400, but the truth at length
appears, when the purpofes of mzfreprefentatlon are
at an end, and the detail becomes neceffary to the
General’s own honour. -

Lord Cornwallis in his account of Tarleton’s de-
feat, mentions a very honourable circumftance for
the corps of. artallcry, but which was by no means
unexamined by this brave body of men, in feveral
a&ions in America: he fays, *“In juftice to the
detachment of royal ‘artillery, [ muft here obferve
that no terrors could induce them to abandon their -
guns, and they were a// either killed or wounded in
defence of them.” TRANSLATOR.
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at'a lofs to account for it. He ordered the
whole line to wheel to the right' and after’
retreating-thirty or forty paces, ‘made them
halt; face about, and recommence the fire..
I-begged this: thnefs, whofe depoﬁtmn
could mot be * fufpedted, to ‘relate what he’
had feen, ' and: I"foand his -account perf"eé'f:-
1y conformable“to Morgan’s own' relatnon.
But 'as he could affign no reafon for this’
retrograde ‘motion, I enquired if the ground‘
behind “the firft pofition was not mote ele~-
vated and advantageous, ‘but ‘he affured me’
it -was abfolutely thefame ; fo that :i_flit' was
this acion which tempted the' Englith
(whofe ‘attack “is' ‘not ‘hot, bat confifts in
general of a brifk fire, rather than in clof~
ing with the enemy) to break their line,
and advanceinconfiderately into a kind of
focus of thot poured from the centér and
the wings, it depended on General Morgan
alone to' have 'claimed the merit, and to
have  boifted of one of the boldeft firata=
gems ‘ever employed in the art of war.
This is a merit however he never claimed,
and the relation of this rifleman leaves no.
doubt with me, that the General, dreading

the
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the fupermnty of the Englith, hadat firfk
deﬁgned to. give up gradually the field of
“ battle, and retreat. to covesed: ground, more
advantageous for inferior forces's buf finds<
ing himfelf clofely prefled, he Had no othier
refource but: to rifk every thing and give
battle on the {pot. | Whatever was the mo«
tive of . this, fingular manceuvre; - the refult
of it was the defeat of Tarleton, whofe
troops gave way on all fides, without =
poffibility of rallying them :Fatigued by
a very long march, they were foon over-
taken by the American militia, who, affifted
by fixty horfe under Colonel Wafhingtony
made upwards of 500 prifoners, and téok
two pair of colours and two pieces of
cannon.

It is natural to enqmre how Tarleton )
: cavalry were employed: during: the engage~

ment, and after the defeat; whilft the in=
fantry were. -engaged, they endeavoured to.
turn the flanks of General Morgan’s armys;
but were kept in awe by fome riflemeny and
by the American horfe detached by Colo-
nel Wafhmgton, %. fupport them, in twe

little fquadrohs_.' After. the battle, they
fled
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fled full gallop, without ever thinking of
the infantry, or taking the leaft precau-
tion to cover their retreat. As to the En-
glith General, God knows what became of
him. And this is that Tarleton who with
Corpwallis was to finith the conqueft of
America ; who with Cornwallis had receiv-
ed the thanks of the Houfe of Commons,
and whom all England admired as the
hero of the army and the honour of the
nation ¥,

In refleCting on the fate of war, let us re-
colle&, that two months after this victory

# Colonel Tarleton has given {fo many proofs not
only of courage but of great bravery and firmnefs,
that every foldier ought to approve the eulogiums
beftowed upon his valour. It were to be withed that
he had always made good ufe of thofe qualities, and
that he had fhewn himfelf as humane and fenfible, as
brave and determined. The defign of thefe refleftions
is to fhew, how much the Englith, in this war, have
been obliged to {well their fuccefles, and dimiinifh
their defeats. The more rare they became, the more

they were difpofed to folemnize the former. Howe
and Burgoyne were dxfgrac'l for not congquering
America, whilt others have oblamed promotion
for gaining fome trifling ,advantagcs.

Vour. II. F . gained
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gained by the militia * over 12co veteran
troops, General Greene, after having af-
fembled near 5000 men, half militia, half
continentals, made choice of an excellent
pofition, and employed all the refources of
military art, was beaten by 1800 men,
abandoned by his militia , and forced to

limit

* Earl Corriwallis in his letter in the London Ga-
zette of March 31ft, 1781, fays that Morgan had with
him, ¢ By the beft accounts he could get, about
500 men, Continental and Virginia ftate troops, 103
cavalry under Colonel Wathington, and 6 or 700
militia 3 but that body is {o fluctuating, that it is
impofiible to afcertain its number within fome bun-
dreds, for three days following.”” This account
feems to have been intended to qualify the defeat
of Tarleton, who was a great favourite; but the
fa& is nearly as the Marquis de Chaftellux ftates it,
tor Morgan had very few continentals with him, and
his whole body did not exceed 8oo men.

+ The returns of Lord Cornwallis’s army
taken a fortnight before the battle were, }221 3

_The returns feventeen days after it, - 1723

His lofs confequently may be ftated at about} 490

the difference, = =
Several attempts have been likewife made to prove

.that General Greene had with him at Guildford an
army of g or 10,600 men, but Lord Cornwalhs him-
felf, in his letter to Lord Rawdon, dated Camp at
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limit all his glory to the making the En-
glith pay dear for the field of battle, which
o) the

Guildford, March 17, 1781, and publifhed in the
London Gazette of May 10, 1781, exprefsly fays,
- ¢¢ General Greenehaving been very confiderably rein-
¢¢ forced from Virginia by eight months men and mi-
¢ litia, and having colleted all the militia of this
¢ province, advanced with an army of about s, or
¢ 6oco men, and 4 fix-pounders, to this place.”
From this wunexpeited account we may colleét pretty
cleariy the indifferent compofition of General
Greenc’s force, and muft render juftice to the fair-
nefs of the French General’s detail which calls them
5000 men, balf militia, balf continentals ; and fates
the conquering army only at 1800 men. The Tranf{-
lator hopes the reader will not find thefe compa-
.rifons fuperfluous, as fuch fcrutinies tend to eluci-
date the interefting events of an ever memorable re-
.volution, and to enlighten hiftory. General Gates
fhewed me, at his houfe in Virginia, a letter from
General Greene, wherein he togk occafion in the
moft liberal manner to reconcile him to the unfor-
tunate affair of Camden, by a detail of the bad con-
do& of the fame miliiia, at the battle of Guildford,
the Eutaws, &c, = He touched upon the matter with
2 delicacy and candour which did equal honour to
his fenfibility and judgment, Such a tribute of juf-
tice from the officer who had fuperfeded him in his
‘command could not but be highly grateful to Ge-
«neral Gates, poffefling, as he does, in the moit emi-



68 " TRAVELS IN

-the reft of his troops defended fdot by foot,

“and yielded with relucance *. Our con-
verfation

nent degree, the warlike virtues, 2 puré difinterefted
attachment to the caufe of freedom, and all the ge~
nerous fufceptibility of an amiable private gentle=
man. Whilft under a clond himfelf, I heard him
with admiration uniformly expatiate with all the
~diftrefled warmth of public virtue on the fuccefles of
other Generals, and inftead of jealous repining and
difguft, pay his tribute of applaufe to the merits
even of thofe he could notlove, and prognofticate,
with confidence, the final fuccefs of America. It was
with real joy therefore, that I faw his honour vin-
dicated by the deliberate voice of Congrefs, himfelf
reftored to his former rank, and that harmony
~which never fthould have been difturbed, renewed
between this true patriot and General Wathington,
under whom I left him fecond in command at the
camp at Verplanks on the North River in O&ober,

1782. TRANSLATORs

* Since the Journal was written, the author has
had an opportunity of feeing General Morgan ; he
is a man about fifty, tall, and of a very martial ap-
pearance. The fervices be rendered the ftate during
‘the war,- were very numerous, and his promotiop
rapid. It is pretended that he was formerly a carter,
and from the fame unacquaintance with the cuftoms
and language of the country. Another General is
faid to have been a farmery becaufe he employed
himfelf in cultivation, and a.-third to have been @
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verfation on war and battles brought us.to
the foot of the gap, or, as it is called, the
‘F 3 neck.

byscher, becanle he dealt in cattle.. General Meor-
gan was fermerly engaged in waggons, undertook
the tranfport of  goods fent by land, and often put
himfelf at .the head of thele little conveys. The
Marquis de Ch—r, the firlt time he had ap oppor=
tunity of feeing him, commanded the French troops
in the abfence of the Comte de Rochambeau at Phi-
ladelphia, during the march from Williamfburgh to
Baltimore, The Marquis de Ch——— was then at
Colchefter, with the firft divifion of the troops, af-
ter paffing_in boats .the river which runs necar the
towa. The carriages and artillery had taken ano-
ther” road, to gain an ipdifferent ford. General
Morgan met them when they were engaged in a very
narrow paflage, and finding the carters did not un-
derftand their bufinefs, he ftopped, and thewed them
how they ought to drive,  Having put every -
thing in order, he alighted at the Marquis’s, and
dined with him. The fimplicity of his deportment,
and the noblenefs of his behaviour, recalled to mind
the apcient Gallic and German chiefs, who, whe:i
in peace with the Romans, came to vifit and of-
fer them affiftance. He exprefled a great attachment
fo the French nation, admired our troops, and never
ceafed looking at them ; often repeating, that the
greateft plealure of his life would be, to ferve in
aumerous and brilliant armies. It will eafily be con»
jeftured that his hoft alked him many _queftions,
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neck of Rock-Fifh, ‘which, in an extent’

of more than ﬁfty miles is the only paf~
’ . fage

particularly refpeting the affair of Cowpens. His'
anfwer confirmed what the rifleman had faid; he
owned alfo very candidly that the retrograde move~
ment he had made, was not premeditatéd, His
troops were intimidated, when the Englifh, with
more confidence than order, advanced to the at-
tack : obferving them keep their ranks, he fuffer-
éd them to retreata hundred paces, and then com-
manded them to halt and face the enemy, as if
the retrograde movement had been really precon=
certed *.  Though this account, which is more re-
cent and furer than in the text, might render thofe
refleftions ufelefs, it was thought proper to preferve
them, becaufe on one hand they are not unintereft-
ing to the foldier, and on the other, they may teach
philofophers and critics to fufpeét thofe who have
. written hiftory, above all, thofe who, like Titus Li-
vius, Dionyfius of Halicarnaffus, and all the copious
and elegant hiftorians, delight in multiplying and
varying the defcriptions of battles; or, what is yet
morc reprehenfi blc, who like Frontin, Pollien, and

: other

-

- * General Morgan by thus dexteroufly availing himfelf of thg
girgumitances of his very critical pofition, has perhaps more real
meric, than if he had really preconceived the manceuvre “hich
has given him fb much fame; a mdneccuvre, from which, unlefs
juftified by a neceffity fuch as his, he had ‘noright t0 expeét fuc-
gefsyin the face ofia filfid encmy j-but Tarletan neyer.wasa

commandsts ANSLATOR.
F PR
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fage to crofs the Blue Ridges, at leaft in a
carriage. Weafcended very commodioufly,
~ for about two miles, and on arriving at the
top of the mountain, were furprifed to
find a little cottage lately built and inha-
bited by white people. I enquired of my
fellow-traveller what could engage them to
fettle in fo barren and defert a place, he
told me they were poor people who expe&t-
ed to get fome affiftance from paflengers.

I expeGted this anfwer, and was forry
to find in a new country, where the earth
wants inhabitants, and agriculture, hands,
white people under the neceflity of beg-
ging. I ftopped a moment to view the
‘wild but uninterefting profpect of the wef-
tern mountains, from the fummit of the
Blue Ridges. But as the fun was near fet-
ting, I haftened to reach the only inn where

lodgings

other compilers, borrow from hiftorians the events
and ftratagems of war, which they endeavour to
colle&,

General Morgan has not ferved fince the affair of
Cowpens ; he lives in the county of Fairfax and on
the eftate which he had either purchafed or increaf-

ed, waiting nil opportunity fhall prefent him with
{ome command.
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lodgings could be had, .on the other fide of
the mountains. Notwithftanding which, I
ftopped once more, nor had I any reafon to
regret it. My fervant always followed me
with a fowling-piece, and as it frequently
happened that I was obliged to alight to
fire at a partridge, or fome other game, our
converfation did not prevent me from be-
ing always upon the watch. I perceived a
large bird which crofled the road, and by
the inftin& of a fportfman, I concluded it
to be what the inhabitants of the moun--
tains call a pheafant, but which refembles
much more a woodben. To alight, call
. my dog, and take my gun,-was the work,
of a moment; as I was preparing to fol-
low the woodben among the buthes, ore of
my fervants pointed out to me two others,
perched upon a tree behind him, and which
looked at me with great tranquillity. I
fired at the one neareft to me, nor did it
require much addrefs to kill it. « Except
that it was perhaps a little bigger, it re-
fembled the one I had feen at Newport,
where the Americans carry them fometimes
to market, in winter, when they defcend
| | from
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from the mourntains, and are more eéafily
killed. ‘This one; before it was plucked,
was of the fize of a capon ; its plumage on
the back and wings refembled that of ‘2 hen
pheafant, and, on the belly and thighs, the
large winter thrufh, @ It 'was booted like
the rough’ footed' pigeon, to its feet, and
the plumage’of its head formed a kind'of
aigrette : take it altogether, it is a beauti=
ful bird, and good eating ; but when ftript
of its feathers, it was not larger than the
redfooted partridge, or bartavelle. After
ordering the woodhen 1 had killed, for fup-
per, I tried to find the firft I had feen run
into the underwood. I raifed it once, and
although I ran immediately, and had an
excellent dog, it was impofiible to find it;
thefe birds ranning very faft, like the phea-
fant and the rayl. The mode which the
inhabitants of the mountains make ufe of
to kill ‘them, is to walk in the woods at
{un-rifing and fun- -fetting, to attend to the
noife they make in beating their fides with
their wings, which .may be' heard above 3
mile ; they tbenapproach foftly, and ufuale
ly find them fitting upon the trunk of fome

old



74 TRAVELS IN

old tree. It was perhaps lucky that my
thooting did not continue with moge fuc-
cefs ; for it was almoft night when we ar~
rived.at the ford of South River, and the
waters, confiderably augmented by the late
rains, were very high. I was proud of
fording the famous Potowmack, which had
taken me an hour in a boat, at the ferry of

Alexandria *.
. South

* In travelling from Frederick-Town to Leef-
burgh, in a fingle-horfe chaife for“one perfon,
called in America a fulky, the fhafts of my carriage
broke about a mile from the Potowmack, on the
Maryland fide, and I was reduced to the neceflity,
having no fervant, of leaving it with all my papers,
money, fire-afms, &c. and' of mounting my horfe
in fearch of affiftance. Night was coming on in a
moft. difficult country, to which I was an utter
ftranger, and not even a negro-hut was to be met
with.” In thefe circumftances I approached the
Potowmack, on- the other fide of which I difcover-
ed a{moke in the woods, which gave'me hopes of
jts procecding from a houfe, but the river was ncar
a mile brda_d, and my horfe bnrcly'fourtccn hands
high. Whilft I was thus ftanding in fufpence, two
travellers arrive on horfeback and puth into the
river, a little higher up. I flew to follow them,
" but fearcely had they advanced one hundred yards
before they returned, declaring it not fordable, and,
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" South river in fa&t is only a branch.of
the Petowmack, the fource of whichis in
: the

to add to my diftrefs, they aflured me that I was a,
a great diftance from any houfe on that fide, but
on the other, I fhould find an ordmary kcpt by a
Scotfman. They excufed themfelves from affifts
ing me on the plea of urgent bufinefs, and left me
with the confoling aflurance that the river might
poffibly be fordable, though they who were inhabi-
tants of the country, did not chule to ventare jt.
Perceiving the bottom of a good gravel, and fres
from rocks, I attempted the paflage as {foon as they
left me, and inabout twenty dangerous and irkfome
minutes reached the other fide, where I obtained the
gheerful aid of two natiye negrogs at the Scot{man’s
hut, for it was no better, and rccrofﬁng the river,
went in fearch of my broken carriage, which we
found in fecurity. It was ten o’clock before I paffed
the river a third time, always up to my waift, and
reached my quarters for the night, wherc at leaft I
‘met with as i]ofpitablc a reception as the houfe af-
“forded ; but the confequence of this adventure,
wherein I was fucceflively wet and dry three times,
in the hot ‘month of July, was-a fever and’ ague
which tormented me for five months. = At Alexan-
dria, about fifty miles lower down, the Potowmack
rolls its majeftic ftream with fublimity'and grandeur,
fixty gun fhips may lie before the town, which ftands
wpon its lofty banks, commanding, to a great extent,
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the mountains, and like all other rivers is
humble in its rife; but it may be looked
upon as the proudeft of its branches, as at
the diftance of thirty leagues, it is above a
mile broad, and refembles more an arm of
the fea, than ariver, Two hundred paces
from the ford, but ‘more than forty miles
from the place from which I fet out, I
found the inn which Mr. Jefferfon had de-
fcribed to me ; it was one of the worft in
all Amcnca. Mrs. Teaze, the miftrefs of
the houfe, was fome time fince left 2 widow;
the appears alfo to be in fact the widow of
her furniture, for furely never was houfe
.fo bad]y furnithed. A folitary tin veffel
-was the only bowl for the family, the fer-
‘vants and ourfelves ; Idare not fay for what
‘other ufe it was propofed to us on our go-
ing to bed *. As we were four mafters,

without

the flatter fhore of Maryland. This town, which
-ftands above 200 miles from the fea, is rapidly on the
increafe, and from the lavifh prodigality of Nature,
cannot fail «of becoming one of the firft cities of the
new.world. /TRANSLATOR. _
# The Marquis’s diftrefs.on this.occafion, reminds
me naturally of 4 fimilar, but ftill worle fituation in
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without reckoning the rifleman, who had
followed us, and whom I had engaged to
fupper, the hoftefs and the family were ob-
liged to refign to us their beds. But at the
moment we were inclined to make ufe of
them, a tall young man entering the cham-
ber, where we were affembled, opened a
clofet, and took out of it a little bottle. I
enquired what it was ; it is, {aid he, fome~
thing which the Doétor in the neighbour-
hood has ordered me to take every day.
And for what complaint, f2id I? Oh! not
much, ‘he replied, only a little itch. I own

his

which I found myfelf on my return from America
towards the end of the war, with four officers of the
army of the Comte de Rochambeau. Qur captain
being obliged fuddenly to take advantage of one of
thofe. violent north wefters which blow in De-
cember, to get clear of the coaft, befet with New-
York Privateers, forgot all his crockery ware, fo
that in default of plates, mugs, &c. we were oblig-
ed, during a winter’s voyage of feven weeks, to ap-
ply two tin jugs we had purchafed to drink our
cyder, to every ufe; and, in fpite of my reprefenta~
tions, even to fome purpofes I am unwilling to re-
peat; for in'bad weather, thefe excellent Jand-officers
could notbe prevailed upon to look on deck.
TRANSLATOR.
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‘his confeffion was ingenuous, but I was by
no means {orry that I had fheetsin my port-
manteau. It may eafily be imagined we
were not tempted to breakfaft in this houfe.
We fet out therefore very early on the 18th,
in hopes (as we had been told) that we
thould find a better inn, at the diftance of
ten miles, but thofe hopes were vain. Mr.
Smith, a poor planter, to whom we were re~
commended, had neither forage for our
horfes, nor any thing for ourfelves. He
only affured us, that eight miles further
we fhould find a mill, the proprietor of
which kept a public-houfe, and we found
accordingly the mill and the miller. He
was a young man, twenty-two years of age,
whofe charming face, fine teeth, red lips,
and rofy cheeks, recalled to mind the pleaf-
ing portrait which Marmontel gives of Lz-
bin. His walk and carriage did not how-
ever correfpond with the frethnefs of his
looks, for he appeared fluggith and ina&ive.
I enquired the reafon, and he told me he had
been in a languifhing ftate ever fince the
battle of Guildford; in which he had receiv-
ed fifteen or fixteen wounds with achanger.

He
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He had not, like the Romans, acrown to at-
teft his valour; nor, like the French, either
penfion or certificate of honour ; inftead of
them, he had a piece of his fkull, which his
wife brought to fhew me. I certainly lit-
tle thought of finding, amidit the folitudeg
of America, fuch lamentable traces of Eu-
ropean fteel ; but I was the moft touched
to learn, that it was after he had received
his firft wound, and was made prifoner,
thathe had been thus cruelly treated. This
unhappy young man acquainted me, that
overcome with wounds, and wallowing in
his blood, he yet retained his prefence of
mind, and imagining his cruel enemios
would not leave exifting a fingle witnefs or
victim of thc:r barbarity, there remained
no other way of faving his life, than by ap-
pearing as if he had loft it.

Theall-feeing eye of Divine Juftice alone
can difcover and make known the authors
of fuch a crime; but, if difcovered—Oh!
for the voice of a Stentor and the trumpet of
Fame, to devote the vile perpetrators to pre-
fent and future horror ! And to announce to
all fovereigns, generals and chiefs, that the

“enormities
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" enormitics which they tolerate, or Ieave un«
- punithed, will accumulate upon their heads,
~and, at fome future -time, render them the
execration of a pofterity fill more fenfible,
and more enlightened than we yet are!
Even if Mr. Steel, our landlord, had been
more ative, and his wife, who was young
and handfome, more induftrious, they could
not have fupplied the total want in which
~ they then were, of bread, and of every
thing to drink ; the bread was juft kneaded,
but not yet put into the oven; and as for
liquors, the houfe made ufe of none; the
fame ftream which turned the mill, was
the only cellar of the young couple, fo that
we might apply to Mrs. Steel thofe verfes of
Guarini,
Quel fonte on ‘della beve *
Quel folo aneo la bagna, ¢ la ca{zﬁg]za

But thefe paftoral manners are but ill
{uited to travellers. A few cakes, however,
baked upon the cinders, excellent butter,
gbod milk, and above all, the intereft with
which Mzr. Steel infpired us, made us pafs
agreeably the time which was neceflary to
put eur horfes in a condition to perform a

4 long
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long and difficult day’s journey. About
five o’clock in the evening, after we had
travelled thirty-eight miles, we found fome
houfes, where we learned that we were yet
fix miles from Praxton’s Tavern, where we
intended to fleep ; that we had two fords to
pafs, the laft of which was impracticable
on account of the late rains; but that we
thould not be ftopped, as we fhould find
a canoe to take us acrofs, and our horfes
would fwim behind. The night, and a
black ftorm which was brewing, made us
haften our fteps. ~ Notwithftanding which,
we were obliged to mount and defcend a
very high mountain ; fcarcely was there re-
maining the leaft twilight when we arrived
at the fecond river, which is as large ag
James’s, but near its fource, and at a place
where- it defcends from the mountains un-
‘der the name of the Fluvanna. The dif-
ficulty was to pafs ten men and as many
horfes with the help of a fingle canoe, fuch
as is made ufe of by the favages, which at
moft could contain only four or five perfons
and a fingle negroe, armed with a paddle
inftead of an oar. We put into the canoe

Yo 1L G our
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our faddles and baggage, and made feveral
trips, at each of which two horfes were
fwam acrofs, held by the bridle. It was
night, and very dark before this bufinefs
was finithed. Bat after we had, not with-
out great trouble, refaddled and reloaded
our horfes, the difficulty was to reach the
inn, which was half a mile. from the place
where we landed ; for the river flows be-
tween two precipices, and as the canoe
could not land us at the ford, ner confe-
quently at the road, we were obliged to
climb up the mountain, by a path but lit-
tle ufed, and very difficult even by day-
light; nor fhould we ever have found our
way had I not engaged the waterman to
condu&t us. - We clambered up as well as
we could, every one Ieading his horfe
through the trees and branches, which we
could not perceive, from the obfcurity of
the night, until they firuck us on the face.
At lait we arrived at Praxton’s tavern ; but
it was ten o’clock, and thehoufe already fhut
up, or more properly the houfes, for there
are two. - I approached the firft that offer-
ed, and knocked at the door, which they

' opened,
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opeéned, and we faw five or fix little negroes
lying: upon a mat before a large fire.  'We
then went to the other, and there found five
or fix white children lying in the fame man-

ner ;  two or three grown up negroes prefid-
ed over each of thefe little troops *. = They
told us that Mr. Praxton, his wife, and all
his family, were invited to a wedding, but
not far off, and that they would go and
fetch them. As for us, we were invited
to fupper by a very voracious appetite, af-
ter a long journey and a great deal of fa-
tigue, and were very differently fituated
from the new married couple and their

trfh o2 : company,

* It was a fingular fight for an European to be-
hold the fituation of the negroes in the {outhern pro-
vinces during the war, when cloathing was extreme-
ly fcarce. I have frequently feen in Virginia, on
vifits to gentlemen’s houfes, young negroes and ne-
groefles running about or bafking in the court-yard
naked as they came into the world, with well cha-
ra&terized marks of perfett puberty ; and young ne-
groes from fixteen to twenty years old, with not an
article of cloathing, but a loofe fhirt, defcending
half way down their thighs, waiting at table where
were ladies, without any apparent embarraffment
on one fide, or the {lighteft attempt at concealment

on the other. TRANSLATOR.
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company, and had no {mall apprehenfions
of feeing our hoft and hoftefs return com-
pleatly drunk. But in this we were de-
ceived ; they arrived perfectly fober, were
polite and defirous to pleafe, and a little af-
ter midnight we had an excellent fupper.
Though the apartments and beds were not
exa&ly what we wifhed, they were better
than at Mrs. Teaze’s, and we had no right
to complain. Befides, we enjoyed the fa-
tisfattion of having accomplifhed the ob-
ject of our journey; for the Natural Bridge
was not above eight miles off, and we had
obtained every information neceffary to find
the road. The next morning our breakfaft
was ready betimes, and ferved by the
daughters of Captain Praxton; they had
not appeared to advantage the preceding
evening, notwithftanding which, fo far as
the obfcurity of the room we fupped in,
our appetites, and the immenfe caps in
which they were muffled up for the mar-
riage, had permitted us to judge of them,
we thought them tolerably handfome; but
when we faw them by day-light, with®
‘their hair only turned up, without any
other
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other head-drefs, the repofe of the night
their fole ornament, and for every grace,
their natural fimplicity, we were confirmed
in the opinion we had already formed, that
the people of the mountains are, in gene-
ral, handfomer and healthier than thofe on
the fea coaft *. There was in the houfe a
young man alfo, tolerably well drefled, and
of an agreeable countenance, whom I con-
cluded to be an intended match for one of
our young hoftefles. But I foon difcover-
ed that he was come for matches of another
kind. In fa&, oneof my fellow-travellers
inviting me to go and fee a very fine horfe,
which ftood alone in a little ftable, I was
informed it was a {tallion, which this
young man had brought upwards of eighty
miles, to difpofe of his favours to the mares

G i of

* The South Carolina gentlemen with whom I
was acquainted, aflured me, that the inhabitants of
the back parts of that State, which is one of the
moft unhealthy on the continent, are a vigorous and
beautiful race of people, and poflefs all that hale
ruddinefs which charaterizes the natives of nor-
thern climates, TRANSLATOR,
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of the countiy *.  His price was twenty
thillings Virginia currency , or eighteen
livres of our money, (about fifteen fhil-
lings fterling) for each vifit, or the double
if the connection was of ldnger duration’:
which is much lefs than is paid in the other
paris of Virginia. Thefe details, which
7 may

# Great attention is paid to the breed of blood
horfes to the fouthward, and particularly in Vir-
ginia, and many fecond rate race horfes are annually
fent from England to ferve as ftallions. = There
were two or three in the ftables of one Bates near Phi-
Jadelphia, which I had feen win plates in England.
This Bates is a native of Morpeth in Northum-
berland, and went to America before the war to
difplaif feats of horfemanthip, but he had the good
fortune to marry a widow poflefled of five hundred
pounds a year, and is now mafter of a moft beauti-
ful villa on the banks of the Delaware, four or five
miles from Philadelphia, ftill following however
the occupation of breeding and felling horfes, and
keeping ftallions, for there are no refources for
‘jdlenefls in that country. TRANSLATOR.

+ The difference of currency is one of the -moft
puzzling and difagreeable circumftances for a ftran-
ger in America, the value of the pound varying in
every State; an inconvenience which exifted under
the Britith government, and I am afraid, is ftill
likely to fubfift, TRANSLATOR,
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may appear trifling, will however ferve to
make the reader acquainted with a countrys
the inhabitants of which, difperfed in the
woods, are feparated cnly for the purpofes
of domeftic comfort, which renders them
independent of each other, but who readily
communicate for the general intereft; or

their mutual wants. But I am too near

_the Natural Bridge to ftop at other objets.
We fet out at nine o'clock in the morning,
and to fay the truth, rather heedlefsly; for
in thefe mountains, where there are either
too many or too few roads, people always
think they have given fufficient direQions
to travellers, who feldom fail to go aftray.
This is the common fault of thofe who in-
frru&t othersin what they themfelvesare well
acquainted wiih, nor are the roads to fcience

‘exempt from this inconvenience. After
ridihg about two miles however, we luckily
met a man who had juft got his horfe
thod, at a neighbouring forge, and was re-
turning home followed by two or three
couple of hounds #*, We foon entered in-

to

* Stopping one day at a fmith’s fhop near #inchefier,
in the interior of Virginia, I found one of the work-
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to converfation with him, and what feldom
happens in America, he was curious to
know who I was, and whither 1 was go-
ing*, My quality of a General Officer in

the

men to be a Scotch Highlander in his Galic drefs,
and foon faw feveral more returning from harveft,
thefe men had been foldiers, and were then prifeners,
but they were all peaceable, induftrious labourers,
and T could not find that any of them thought of re-
turning to the barren hills of Caledonia. General
Gates had feveral of them in his employ, and they
were difperfed over the whole country, where they
appeared compleatly naturalized and happy. 1 after-
wards faw many of them working at mills, and as
quarry-men on the piGturefque banks of that fublime
river the Sufquehannah, a circumftance which tran{-
ported my imagination to the well known borders
of the Tay, and of Loch Lomond. TRANSLATOR.
# T am apt to think that the experience of every
perfon who has vifited North America, as well as my
own country, will rife in judgment againit this ob-
{ervation of the Author ; for my part, were I fearch-
ing ior a general charaéteriftic of that part of the
Continent, I fhould not fcruple to diftinguith it,
xar cboywy, by the name of the country of the cus
rious. Wherever you bend your courfe, to whom-
foever you addrefs yourfelf you are mdlfpen.ﬁbly
fubjet to a good humoured, inoffenfive, but m:gb:y
troublefome inquifition. Do you enquire your road ?
anfwercd by a queftion, “ I fuppofc you
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the French fervice, %and the defire 1 expref=
fed of feeing the wonders of his country,

infpiring

come from the Eaftward, don’t you?" Opprefled
with fatigue, hunger, and thirft, and drenched per~
haps with rain, you anfwer fhortly in the affirmas
tive, and repeat your enquiry—*‘‘ Methinks you are in
a mighty hafte— What news is there to the Eafte
ward ?” The only fatisfaétion you can obtain till
you have opened your real, or pretended budget of
news, and gratified the demander’s curiofity. Atan
inn, the {crutiny is more minute ; your name, quality,
the place of your departure, and obje&t of your jour-
ney, muit all be declared to the good family in fome
way or other, (for their credulity is equal to their
curiofity) before you can fit down in comfort to the
neceflary refrefhment. This curious fpirit is into=
lerable in the Eaftern States, and I have heard Dr.
Franklin, who is himfelf a Boftonian, frequently re-
late with great pleafantry, thatin travelling when he
was young, the firfl ftep he tock for his tranquillity,
and to obtain immediate attention at the inns, was
to anticipate enquiry, by faying, ‘ My name is
¢“Benjamin Franklin, [ was born at Bofton, am a
¢ printer by profeffion, am travelling to Philadel-
¢ phia, fhall return at fuch a time, and have ne
*¢ news—Now what can you give me for dinnen?”
The only caufe which can be affigned for the Au-
thor’s error in this refpect is the ftate in which he
travelled, his being a foreigner, and the facility of
obtaining information from the perfons of his re-
finge, | - TRANSLATOR.
I
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infpiring him with a Kind of affe&ion for
me, he offered to be our conduétor, lead-
ing ‘us fometimes through little paths, at
others . through . woods, but continually
climbing or ‘defcending mountains, fo that
without a guide, nothing fhort of witch~
craft ‘could have enabled us to find the
road. Having thus travelled for two hours,
we at laft defcended a fteep declivity, and
then mounted another 5. during which time
he endeavoured to render the converfation
more interefting. At laft, puthing his horfe
on; brifkly, and ftopping fuddenly, he faid
to me, ¢ You defire to.fee the Natura)
Bridge, don’t you Sir? You are now upon
it, alight and go twenty fteps cither to the
right or left, and you will fee this prodigy.”
I bhad perceived that there was on each fide
a confiderable deep hollow, but the trees
had prevented me from forming any judg-
ment,  or paying niuch attention t0 it.—
Approaching. the precipice, I faw at firft
two great mafles or chains of rocks, which
formed the bottom of a ravin, or rather of
an immenfe abyfs; but placing myfelf, not
without precaution, upon the brink of the

precipice,
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precipice, I faw that thefe two buttreffes -
were joined under my feet, forming 2
vault, of which Tcould yet form no idea,
but of its height. = After enjoying this
magniﬁcent'- but tremendous fpeacle,
which' many ‘perfons could not bear to
look at, T went to the weftern fide, the
afpe&t of which was not lefs impofing, but
more picturefque. This Thebais, thefe an-
cient pines, thefe enormous mafies of rocks,
{o much the more aftonifhing as they ap-
pear to poffefs a wild fymmetry, and rudely
to concur, as it were, in forming a certain
defign ; all this apparatus of rude and thape-
lefs Nature, which Art attempts in vain, at-
tacks at once the fenfes and the thoughts,
and excites a gloomy and melancholy ad-
miration. But it is at the foot of thefe
rocks, on the edge of a little ftream which
flows under this immenfe arch, that we
muftjudge of its aftonithing ftructure; there
we difcover its immenfe fpurs, its back-
bendings, and thofe profiles which archi-
teture might have given it.. The arch is
not compleat, the eaftern part of it not be-
ing fo large as the weftern, becaufe the

mountain
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. mountain is more elevated on this thanon the
oppofite fide. It is very extraordinary that
at the bottom of the ftream there appear no
confiderable ruins, no trace of any violent
laceration, which could have deftroyed the
kernel of therock, and have left the up-
per part alone fubfifting ; for that is the
only hypothefis that can account for {uch
a prodigy. We can have no poffible re-
courfe either to. a volcano or a deluge,
no trace of 2 fudden conflagration, or of a
flow and tedious undermining by the water.

-The rock is of the calcareous Kkind,
and its .different {trata are horizontal; a
circumitance which excludes even the idea
of an earthquake, or fubterraneous cavern.
1t is not, in fthort, for a {mall number of
travellers to give a decided opinion for the
public on this phenomenon of Nature.
It belongs to the learned of both worlds
to judge of it, and they will now be enabled
to attempt the difcuflion. The neceflary
fteps are taken to render it as public as its
fingularity deferves; an officer of the engi-
neers, the Baron de Turpm, an excellent

mathematician and an accurate draughtf-
man,
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man, is gone to take the principal afpeéts
and dimenfions. His labours will {upply
the deficiency of my defeription*. 'Though
unacquamted with the powers of Nature,
we may at leaft have fome idea of our own.
I thall therefore leave to more able hands the
care of finithing this pi¢ture, of which I
have given only an-imperfe@ fketch, and
continue the relation of our journey, which,
though the principal obje&t be already ac-
complifhed, is not near being terminated,
for the Natural Bridge is more than 250
miles from William{burgh.

Whilft 1 was cxammmg on all fides,
and endeavouring to take fome drawings,
my fellow-travellers had learned from our
condu&tor that he kept a public-houfe,
about feven or eight miles from the place
where we were, and not mere than two
from the road which muft be taken next
day to leave the mountains. Mr. Grifby,
(the name of our guide) had expreficd his
wifhes to receive us, affuring us we {hould
be as well as at the tavern recommended by

Mr.

* See at the end of this Journal the defeription
and the plans,
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Mr. Praxton ; but had this been othérwife,
we had too many obligations to Mr. Grifby
not to give him the preference. ~'We  re-
newed our journey therefore, under his guid-
ance, through the woods, which were very
lofty 5 ftrong robuft oaks, and immenfe
pines fufficient for all the fleets of Europe,
here grow old, and perifh on' their native
foil ; from which they have never yet been
drawn even by the hand of induftry *.
One is furprized to find every where in
thefe immenfe forefts, the traces of con-
flagrations. 'Thefe accidents are fometimes
occafioned by the imprudence of travellers,
who light a fire when they go to fleep and

neglect

* The quality of the American oak is found by re-
peated experience to be by no means equal to, or
fo durable as that of Britain. A general furvey of the
American woods was taken by order of the govern-
ment of England, previous to the war, and the dif-
ferent qualities afcertained by the furveyors, who,
on their general report, gave the preference to the
fouthern oak on the Apalachians, and in the inte-
rior of Georgia and Florida; but in the Englifh
yards, even the Dantzick plank, which grows in Si-
lefia, and that of Stettin is fiill preferred to the
American. TR‘ANSLATOR.
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negle& afterwards to extinguith it,. Little
attention is paid them when the woods
alone are the vi&ims, but as there are al-
ways fome cultivated parts, the fire often
reaches the fences, by which the fields are
furrounded, and fometimes the houfes them-
felves, which is inevitable ruin to the cul-
tivators. - '

I recollet that during my ftay at Mon-
ticello, from which one may difcover an
extent of thirty or forty leagues of wood,
I faw feveral conflagrations three or four
leagues diftant from each other, which con-
tinued burning until a heavy rain fell luc-
kily and extinguithed them +. We arrived

at

- Conﬂagrat.ions which take their rife in this
manner, fometimes {pread to a prodigious extent in
America, in the moraffes, as well as in the woods ;
in travelling from Eafton on the Delaware over the
Mufconetgung mountains in the Upper Jerfey, in
1782, I faw immenfe tralts of country lying in afhes
from one of thefe accidental fires; and, during the
fame fummer, Philadelphia was fometimes covered
with {moke, from a vaft morafs which had taken
fire in the Jerfeys, and kept burning to a great depth
from the furface, and for an extent of many miles
around, for feveral months ; the progrefs of which
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at Mr. Grifby’s a little before five o'clock,
having met with nothing on the road but
a wild turkey, which rofe fo far off, that
it was impoffible to find it again. The
houfe was not large, but neat and commo-
dious ; we found it already taken up by
other travellers, to whom we affuredly owed
every token of refped, if pre-eminence be-
twixt travellers were to be meafured by the
length of their refpective journies. |
+ The other guefts were a healthy good
humoured young man of eight and twenty,
who fet out from Philadelphia with a pretty
wife of twenty,and a little child in her arms,
to fettle 500 miles beyond the mountains, in
a country lately inhabited, bordering on the
Obio, called the country of Kentucket. His
whole retinue was a horfe, which carried
his wife and child. We were aftonithed at
the ealy manner with which he proceeded
on his expedition, and took the liberty of
mentioning our furprize to him. He told
us

could not be ftopped by the large trenches dug by
the labour of the whole country, nor until it was
extinguifhed by the autumnal rains.

TRANsLATOR.
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s that the purchafe of good land in Pen=
Iylvania- was very extravagant, that provi-
lions were too dear, and the inhabitants tco
numerous, in confequence of which he
thought it more beneficial to purchafc for
about fifty guineas the grant of a thoufand
acres of land in Kentucket. This territory had
been formerly given to a Colonel of militia,
until the King of England thoughit proper
to order the diftribution of thofe immenfe
countries ; part of which was fold, and the
other referved to recompence the Ameri-
can troops who had ferved in Canada *;

* The Author means the foldiers who ferved in
Canada againft the French in the war before the
laft. Kentucket is at prefent peopled by above fifty
thoufand fettlers, and is on the poiitt of being ad-
mitted into the dnion, as an independent {tate.
Kentucket is a fettlemerit on the creck, or rather
river of that name, which falls into the Chio, and is
6273 miles “diftant from Fort Pitt; butis extending
in every direftion over a tra&t of tlie finelt and
moft fertile country in the world; and as it is
from the interior fettlements of this vaft country,
that America will derive her future greatnefs, and
eltablifh new empires to tival, and perhaps out*
do the antient world, I hope I fhall be pardoned for

ok i H Bat,
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But, faid I, where are the cattle ? The im~
plements of hufbandry with which you
mulft

tranfcribing the following fhort but interefting ac-
count of the banks of the Ohio from Captain Hu:-
chins’s Topographical Defcription of that country,
accompanying his Maps—¢ The lands upon the Obio,
¢t and its branches, are differently timbered accord-
¢ ing to their quality and fituvation. The high and
¢ dry lands are covered with red, white, and black
¢ gak, bickery, walnut, red and white mulberry, and
“ aff) trees; grape vines, &c. The low and mea-
¢ dow lands are filled with fycamore, poplar, red and
¢ gwhite mulberry, cherry, beech, cim, afpen, maple, or
¢ fugar trees, grape vines, &c.  And below, or foutlt-
¢« wardly of the Rapids, are {everal large cedar and
¢ cyprefs fwamps, where the cedar and cyprefs-trees
¢ grow to a remarkable fize, and where alfo is great
¢¢ abundance of canes, fuch asgrow in South Carolina.
¢« There is a great variety of game, viz. buffaloes, bear,
«¢ deer, &c. as well as ducks, gecfe, fwans, turkies, phea-
« fants, partridges, &c. which abound in every part of
¢¢ this country. The Obis, and the rivers emptying
¢ into it, afford green, and other turtl, and fith of
¢ yarious forts ; particularly carp, ffurgeon, perch
¢ and catfi/h; the two latter of an uncommon fize ;
¢« yiz, perch from eight to twelve pounds weight, and
¢ catfifh from fifty to one hundred pounds weight,
“¢¢ The country on both fides of the Ohio, extending
¢t fouth-eafterly and fouth-wefterly from For: Pis
¢ to the Miffifippi, and watered by the Ohio river
¢+ and its branches, contains at leall A MirLION oF
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muft begin to clear the land you have pur-
chafed }—In the country itfelf, replied ha,
H 2 I carry

‘¢ gQUARE MILES, and it may with truth be afhrm-
““ ¢d, that no part of the globe is blefled with a
< more healthful air or climate ; watered with more
¢¢ navigable rivers, and branches communicating
¢¢ with the Atlantic ocean, by the rivers Potowmack,
“¢ Fames, Rapahannock, Miffifippi, and St. Lawrence ;
¢¢ or capable of producing, with lefs labour and exw
<« pence, wheat, Indian corn, buck wheat, rye, oats;
¢ barley, flax, bemp, tobaccs, rice, filk, pot-afh, &c.
¢ than the country under confideration; and it
“ may be added, that no foil can yield larger
¢t crops of red and wbhite clover, and other ufeful
¢¢ grafs, thanthis does.” Colenel Gorpov, in
his Fournal, gives the following defcription of this
foil and climate : ¢* The country on the Obis, &c:
¢ is every where pleafant, with large level {pots of
‘¢ rich land, remarkably healthy. One general re-
‘“mark of this nature may ferve for the whole
¢ tralt comprehended between the weftern fkirts
¢ of the Allegheney mountains, beginning at Fore
‘¢ Ligonier, thence bearing fouth-wefterly to the
¢ diftance of oo miles oppofite to the Ohio falls,
- ¢¢ then croffing them northerly to the heads of the
““ rivers that empty themfelves into the Obis :
¢¢ thence eaft along the ridge that feparates the lakes
““ and Obid’s {treams to French Creek, which is op=
¢ pofite to the abovementioned Fyrs Ligonier nors

““ therly, This country may, from a proper know-
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I carry .nothing with me, but 1 have money
in my pocket, and fhall want for nothing.
I began

“ Jedge, be affirmed to be the moft healthy, the
“ moft pleafant, the moft commodious, apd moft
< fertile {pot of earth known to Eurcpean people.”’
To which may be added the following extra& of a
letter addrefled to the Earl of Hillfborough, in the
year 1772, then Secretary of State for the North
American department.

¢ No part of North America will require lefs en-
¢ couragement for the produ&tion of naval flores,
“ and raw materials for manufa&ures in Europe,
“ and for fupplying the Weft India iflands with
¢ lumber, provifions, &', than the country of the Ohio,
“ and for the following reafons: Firft, the lands
¢ are excellent, the climate temperate, the native
¢ grapes, fi/k-worms and mulberry-trees abound every
«¢ where; hemp, hops, and rye grow {pontaneoufly in
¢ the vallies and low-lands; /lsad and iren ore,
¢ coal alfo, are plenty in the hills ; falt and frefh
¢ {prings ars innumerzble; and no foil is bet-
¢ ter adapted to the culture of tobacco, flax and
¢ corton than that of the Ohio. Secondly, the
s¢ country is well watered by feveral navigable rivers
« communicating with each other ; by which, and
# 2 fhort land carriage, the produce of the lands of
¢ the Ohiocan even now (in the year 1772) be {ent.
« cheaper to the feaport town of Alexandria, on
¢¢ the Potowmack in Virginia, than anykind of mer-
 chandize is fent from Northampton to London.

—
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began to relith the refolution of this young

man, who was a&tive, vigorous, and free
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Thirdly, the Ohio is, at al/ feafons of the year, na-
vigable with large boats like the sweff-conntry
barges, rowed only by four or five men; and
from the month of February to April, Jarge fhips
may be built on the Ohio, and fent to fea laden
with hemp, iron, flax, filk, rice, tabacco, cotton,
pot-athes, &c. Fourthly, corn, beef, thip-plank,
and other ufeful articles can be fent down the
fircam of Ohio to Weft Florida, and from thence
to the Weft-Indies, much cheaper, and in better
order than from New-1ork or Philadelphia,
Fifthly, hemp, tobacco, iron, and fuch bulky ar-
ticles may alfo be fent down the Obio to the fea,
at leaft go per cent. cheaper than thefe articles
were ever carried by a land carriage of only fixty
miles in Penfylvania, where waggonage is cheaper
than inany other partof North America. Sixthly,
the expence of tranfporting Eurcpean sanufac~
tures from the fea to the Obio, will not ke {fo much
as is now paid, and muft ever be paid, to a
great part of the counties of Penfylvania, Virgi-
nia, and Maryland, as there is fcarce a place be-
tween Fore Pite and the Rapids, a diftance of 703
conmputed miles, where good roads may not be
made, on the banks, which are not liable to crumble
away, and borfes employed in drawing up large
barges, as is done on the margin of the Thames
in England, and the Seine in France, againlt a
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from care; but the pretty woman, twenty
years of age only, I doubted not but fhe was
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fiream remarkably gentle, except in high frefhes.
Whenever the farmers or merchants of Obia
fhall properly underftand the bufinefs of tranfpor-
tation, they will build fchooners, floops, &c. on
the Obkio, fuitable for the #efi-India or Eurcpean
markets ; or by having black walnut, cherry-tree,
oak, &c. properly fawed for foreign markets, and
formed into rafts, as is now praétifed by the fet-
tlers near the upper parts of the Delaware river,
and thereon ftow their hemp, tobacco, &c. and
proceed with them to New Orleans. It may net
be amifs perhaps, to obferve, that large quanti-
ties of floyr are made in the diftant  (weflern)
counties of Penfylvania, and fent by an expen-
five land carriage to the city of Philadelphia, and
from thence thipped ta South Carolina, and to
Eaft and Weft Florida, there being little or no
wheat raifed in thefe provinces. The river Obio
feems kindly defigned by Nature as the channel
through which the two Floridas may be fupplied
with flour, naot only for their own confump-
tion, but for the carrying on an extenfive com-
merce with Famaica, (the Floridas were then in
the poileffion of England) and the Spanifh fet.
tlements in the Bay of Mexico. Iillflanes in
abundance are to be obtained in the hills near the
Ohio, and the country is every where well wa-
tered with large, and conftant fprings, and
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in defpair at the facrifice fhe had made; and
1 endéavoured to difcover; in her features and
Jooks,

@ fireams for grift and other mills. The paflage
- ¢ from Philadelphia to Penfacola, is feldlom made
¢ in lefs than a month, and fixty fhillings flerling
pér zon freight (confifting of fixteen barrels) is
ufually paid for flour, &c. thither. Boats car-
rying from 80o to 1c00 barrels of flour may go
in about the fame time from the Ohio (even
from Pittfburgh) as from Philadelphia to Penfa-
cola, and for half the above freight ; the Obio mer-
chants would be able to deliver flour, &c. there
in much better order than from Philadelphia, and
without incurring the damage and delay of the
fea, the charges of infurance, and rifk in time
of war, &c. or from ‘thence to Penfacola. This
is. not mere {peculation ; for it is a fa&, that
about the year 1746, there was a great fearcity
of provifions at New Orleans; and the French
fettlements at the Z//inois, fmall as they then were,
fent thither, in one winter, upwards of eight
“ hundred thoufand weight of flour.” Mr, Lewis
Evans, in the Analyfis to his Map of the Middle
Colonies of North America, in the year 1755, fays,
that “ Veflels from 100 to 200 tons burthen, by
¢ taking advantage of the {pring floods, may go
‘¢ from Pittfburgh to the fea with fafety, as then the

¢ falls, rifts, and fhoals are covered to an equality
¢ with the reft of the river.”
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To which Captain
Huichins, the prefent Gesgrapher General to the United
States, adds, ¢ And though the diftance is upwaids
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looks the fecret fentiments of her foul,
Though the had retired into a little cham-
ber, to make room for us, the frequently
came into that where we were; and I faw,
not without altonithment, that her natural
charms were even embellifhed by the fere-
pity of her mind. She often careffed her
hufband and her child, and appeared to me
admirably difpofed to fulfil the firft object
of every infant colony—* to increafe and
multiply.” Whilit fupper was preparing,
and we were talking of travels, and examin-
ing on the map the road our emigrants were
to follow, I recolle&ted that we had as yet
an hour’s day light, and that it was juftthe
time I had feen the woodhens, of which,
they affured me, there was plenty in the
neighbourhood, and that there is a critical

moment

s of two thoufand miles from Fort Pitt to the fea,
‘¢ yet as there are no obffruétions to prevent veffels
¢¢ from proceeding both day and night, I am per-
¢¢ {naded that this extx_-amdmaxjy mland voyage
¢ may be performed, during the {feafon of the floods,

L.

¢ by rowing, in fixteen or feventeen days.” —————
Here furely is a rational and ample ficld for the
well regulated imagination of the phllofopher and
politician |'! ! TransLAaTOR,
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moment in hunting as well as love. T took
my fowling-piece, therefore, and proceeded
to the woods ; but inftead of wood-hens,
I found only a rabbit, which I wounded, but
it rolled down into a bottom, where I' loft
fight of it, till it was difcovered by Mr-
Grifby’s dogs, which, accuftomed to the
report of a gun, found it in a hollow tree,
to the top of which it would have fcramb-
led had itsleg not been broken. The rab-
bits of America differ from thofe of Eu-
rope ; they do not burrow, but take*refuge
in hollow trees, which they climb like cats,
and often to a very confiderable height.
Content with my vitory, I returned to the
houfe, but ftopped fome time to hear,at fun-
fet, two thrufhes, which feemed to chal-
lenge each other to the fong, like the thep-
herds of Theocritus. This bird ought, in
my opinion, to be confidered as the night-
ingale of America; it refembles thofe of
Europe in its form, colour, and habits;
but is twice as large. Its fong is fimilar to
that of our thruth, but fo varied and fo
much more perfe&, that, if we except the
uniform plaintive notes of the European

@ nigh[g
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nightingale, they might be taken for each
other. It is a bird of paflage, like the
mocking-bird, and like it, alfo, fometimes
remains through the winter.

At my return to the houfe, {upper was
the fole object ; about which Mr. and Mrs,
Grifby took great pains, whilft their daugh-
ters, about fixteen or feventeen, who were
perfedt beauties, were laying the cloth. I
afked Mr. Grifbby to {up with us, but he
excufed himfelf, by afluring us that he was
yet employed in our fervice; nor was his
attention ufelefs, for we had an excellent
fupper; and though whilky was our only
drink, we contrived to convert it into tole-
rable toddy. Breakfalt was ready betimes
the next mornings and correfponded with
our fupper. Mr. Grifby, who had nothing
to do, fat down to table with us. He had
a horle {addled, that he might accompany
us as a guide as far as Greenly Ferry, where
we were to repafs the Fluvanpa; but 1 was
informed that one of the fervant’s horfes wag
{fo much wounded in the withers, that it
was impoflible to mount him. This acci-
dent was the more inconvenient, as I had
- already

~
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already been obliged to lecave one at Mr.
Jefferfon’s, fo that I had no frefh borfe to
fubftitute. On applying to' Mr. Grifby,
he told me that the only horfe he had which
could anfwer my purpofe, was the one he
generally rode, and which he was going to
make ufe of to condu& us, but that he
would willingly oblige me with it, and
take mine in its place, On my affuring him
that I would give him any thing he thought
proper inreturn, he went tolook at my horfe,
and when he came back told me, that when
cured, he thought he might be worth his
own, and that he left the difference entirely
to myfelf. As each of them might be
worth ten or twelve guineas, I gave him
two in exchange, and he was perfe&ly con-
tented. I had juft before afked for the bill,
and when he declined letting me have it, I
gave him four guineas. IHe received them
with fatisfa&ion, afluring me it was double
the fum he could have charged. At laft
we were obliged to take our leave of this
good houfe, but not of Mr. Grifby, who
had taken another horfe to accompany us.
On the road he fhewed us two plaptations

which
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which he had occupied fucceflively, before
he fettled on the one he at prefent culti-
vates. He had left them in good condi~
tion, and fold them at the rate of twelve or
thirteen fhillings, Virginia currency, an
acre, about ten livres of our money (8s..
Englith.) We faw feveral other fettlements
in the woods, all of which were fituated on
the banks of fome ftream, whofe fource
was not far diftant. The peach-trees, which
they take care to plant, and the Judas-tree
(or filiguafirum, butdifferent from that which
produces the balm of Mecca) which grows
naturally at the water’s edge, were both in
flower, and made a charming contraft to
the immenfe firs and oaks, in the centre of

which were fituated thefe new plantations.
It was near ten o’clock when we arrived
at the ferry, and as we approached, {till fol-
lowing the courfe of the river, I faw an
animal, to which I was a {tranger, returning
from the fide of the river, and endeavour-
ing to reach the wood. I puthed my horfe
towards it, hoping to frighten and make
it climb a tree, for I took it for a racoon ;
in fa it mounted the neareft tree, but very
flowly
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fiowly and aukwardly, I had no great dif-
ficulty in killing it, for it did not even en-
deavour to hide itfelf, like the fquirrel, be-
hind the large branches. When I had
taken it from the dogs, among which it
ftruggled hard, and had bitten them pretty

tharply ; on examining it with attention, I
difcovered it to be the monax, or the mar-

mofet of America. In its form, fur, and
colour it refembled very much the mufk
rat ; but it is larger and differs effentially
in the tail, whichis fhort and rough. Like
the mufk rat, however, its ribs are fo thort
and flexible, that they might be miltaken for
griftles, {o that though it is much bulkier

than a hare, it can pafs through a hole of
not above two inches in diameter.

Greenly Ferry derives its name from the
proprietor, and is fituated between two
fteep banks. - We paffed it in three trips,
and parting with Mr. Grifby, depended en-

tirely on our own induftry to find the read

" to avery fteep, but little frequented gap,
the only paffage by which we could get out
of the mountains. They told us, at the
ferry, that we fhould find but one houfe,
three

4
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three miles from thence, and at the foot of
the very mountain we were to climb. - A
little path condu@ed us to this houfe:
after atking new inftruions, we followed
another path, and began to afcend, not with-
out difficulty, for in general the acclivity
was fo rapid, that we were obliged to ftop our
horfes to give them breath. ‘This afcent,
which formed the road, is at leaft three
miles long, by which you may judge of the
height of thefe mountains ; for in the {pace
of an hundred miles, this is the leaft fteep
of any which compofe what are called the
Blue Ridges. Arrived at the fummit, we
enjoyed the reward generally beftowed on
fuch labours. A magnificent, but favage
profpedt, prefented itfelf to our eyes ; we faw
the mountains which form the Norzh Ridge,
and thofe which, croffing from one chain
to the other, fometimes unite the Blue
Ridges. In one of thefe traverfes of moun-
tains, the Natural BEridge is placed. It is
to be obferved, that I fpeak here only of the -
view to the north, for we had not the ad-
vantage of enjoying the double profpect ;
fome neighbouring {fummits, and the height
of
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of trees, prevented us from extending our
view to the fouthward. The defcent was
not lefs rapid than the afcent; its length
was alfo three miles. We judged it necef-
fary, for the relief of our horfes and our
own fafety, toalight and walk ; though the
ftones, which rolled under our feet, rendered
it very incommodious. The dogs, which
were not fo fatigued by this inconvenience
as ourfelves, beat the woods, while we
walked flowly on, and two hundred paces
from us they fprang five wild turkeys ; but
as thefe birds directed their flight towards a
fteep hill behind us, e did not think pro-
per to follow them. We were almotft at the
bottom of the mountain when we began to
perceive the horizon; but this horizon difco-
vered nothing but woods and mountains, far
lefs elevated than thofe we were leaving, if
we except threefummits known by the name
of the Peaks of Otter, which are very lofty,
and advance from the Blue Ridges as a kind .
of counter-guard. In general, all the coun-
try from the Blue Ridges to the fources of
the Apamatock, may be confidered as a g/z-
cis compofed of little mountains, beginning

at
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at the foot of the Blue Ridges, and conti-
nually diminithing.  Of this the beft charts
of Virginia give not the leaft indication, fo
that it is impofiible, by the infpeétion of
them, to form a juft idea of the nature of
this country.

It was half paft one o’clock, and we had
rode fixteen miles in very bad roads, when
wearrived at the firlt houfe at the foot of
the gap ; but as it was an indifferent hut;
we were obliged to proceed two miles fut-
ther, to a planter’s of the name of Lambert,
who received us with every mark of polite-
nefs. He gave us cakes and milk, for he had
neither bread nor bifcuit ; and, whilt ouf
horfes were feeding, he entertained us with
gay, joyous converfation. Mr. Lambert
is a kind of phenomenon in America, where
longevity is very rare; he is eighty-three
years of age, and fcarcely appears to be
fifty-five ; he is well known in the country,
. for there is hardly a trade he has not follow-
ed, nor a part of it he has not lived in. He
is now a hufbandman, and refides at a very
fine plantation, which he has cleared, at the
foot of the mountains. His wife, who is

enly
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only fixty-five, looks much older than he
does ; “his fons are yet young ; one is a Cap-
tain in the Virginia Legion, arid formed his
company himfelf in the beginning of the
war. It was then compofed of fixty-three
men, all enlifted in the neighbourhood ;
and at the end of {ix camipaigns all the fixty-
three are living, fome few of them only
having been wounded. At five we mount=
ed again to proceed ten miles further, to the
houfe of a Captain Muller, who, like Mr.
Lambert, does not keep a public hioufe, but
willingly receives the few travellers who pafs
by this unfrequented road. Although they
affured us wecould not poffibly mifs the road,
they would more properly have faid it was
impofiible to find it ; for we deemed it very
fortunate to lofe ourfelves but twice, and at
length, after dark, we arrived at Mr. Mul-
ler’s. He is a man about fixty, fix feet high,
and- bulky in proportion, very loquacious,
but a good kind of man, attached to his
country, and a’ great newfmonger. He
told us he would do his beft to give us fome-
thing for fupper, but that he could offer us
no other lodging than the room in which

VoL Il I he
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he received us, where he would order thetn,
to place our beds. - The room was fpacious
and clean, but already occupied by a fick
perfon, whom he could not difturb, and.
whom he begged us to leave in the little
corner he poflefled. This was an unfor-
tunate old man_of eighty, who, two days
before, travelling in the neighbourhood, had
been half devoured by a great bitch, whofe
whelps he had imprudently approached ;
the had lacerated one of his arms and thighs.
Mr. Muller beftowed on him every poffible
care, and Mrs. Muller herfelf dreffed his
wounds. This poor man flept all the even-
ing, but in the night he complained much,
and fometimes awakened us. On my afk=
afking him, the next morning, how he
found himfelf, he anfwered, mighty weak*.
Before we went away I .defired to have
the bill, but Mr. Muller not chufing
to prefent any, I begged him to accept
of a couple of guineas, defiring, at the fame
time, to know if it was enough. ¢ Too
much, replied he, you come from France
to my country to {upport and defend it; I

ought

* Mighty little, mighty few, mighty weak, &c. are
favourite expreffions in America. TRANSLATOR,
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ought to receive you better and take no=
thin g, but I dm only a poor countryman, and
not in a condition to demonftrate my gra=
titude. If I were notill, (and indeed he
was af{thmatic) I would mount my: horf{e and
attend you ta the field of battle.”

" 7Thé little refource we had found in this
_houfe, and the neceflity of dividing the
long journey we had to make, determined
us to fet out very early, and breakfaft at
New London, a little town, two miles from
hence.  The difficulty of finding the road
ftill remaining, I luckily met 2 man in the
court-yard, juft ready to mocunt, who re-
lieved us from this anxiety. He was an
old captain of the Vitginia Legion, whom I
had feen arrive in the evening in company
with two tall young ladies, in huge gauze
bonnets, covered with ribbands, and dre{-
fed in fuch a manner as formed a perfeét
contraft to the fimplicity of the houfe in
which they were . Thefe, 1 underftood,

12 were

* The rage for drefs amongft the women in Ame~"
rica, in the very height of the miferies of war, was
_beyond all bounds ; nor was it confined to the great
towns, it prevailed equaily on the fea-coafts, and
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were Mr. Muller’s daughters, returned from
fupping in the neighbourhood ; but I was
careful not to fpeak to them, as I doubted
not but we had taken poffeflion of the beds
deftined for thefe fines ladies and their
company, and was in great terror leaft

French

in the woods and folitudes of the vaft extent of
country, from Florida to New Hampthire. In tra-
velling into the interior parts of Virginia I fpent a
delicious day at an inn, at the ferry of Shenandoak,
or the Catalton Mountains, with the moft en-
chanting, accomplifhed, and voluptuous girls, the
danghters of the landlord, a native of Bofton, tranf-
planted thither; who, with all the gifts of Nature,
poflefled the art of drefs not unworthy of Parifian
milliners, and went regularly three times a week to
the diftance of {even miles, to attend the leffons of
one de Grace, a French dancing-mafter, who was
making a fortune in the country. In one of my
journies, too, I'met with a young Frenchman, who
was travelling on the bufinefs of the celebrated M.
de Beaumarchais, and was uncommonly fuccefsful
in his amours, of which I fpeak from perfonal
knowledge. On my enquiring the fecret of his
fuccefs, he affured me, and put it beyond a doubt,
that his paffe-par-tout, or mafter-key, confifted in
“a fathionable affortment of ribbands, and other {mall
articles contained in a little box, from which, in
difficult cafes, he opened an irreftible and nevez-
failing battery TRANSLATOR,
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French gallantry thould compel us to re-
fign them. " I'know not how they managed,

but they appeared again in the morning 2nd
were far from handfome.

_+'The Captain had been to fleep a mile
from hence; at a fifter’s. of Mr. Muller,
and was mounting his horfe to return to
New Londor, whither he offered to condu&
us, and to provide our breakfaft as he kept
a tavern. I accepted both his propofals,
and we travelled the diftance of ten miles
very agreeably; the country, like that
through which we paffed the preceding
evening, being diverfified with very pretty
plantations. New London, where we ar-
rived at ten in-the morning, is an infant
town, but already pretty confiderable, for
there are at leaft feventy or eighty houfes.
There is likewife a military magazine ef-
tablithed here, and feveral workfhops for
repairing arms.  Its fituation, in the mid-
dle of the woods, far diftant from the feat
of war, as well as commerce, does not re=
quire it thould be fortified, but Nature has
prcpared every thing to make it a ftrong
place, Situated upon a little platform, fur-

I3 rounded
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rounded by a glacis, the declivity of which

is exatly what could be withed, this little

town might be fortified at a fmall expence,
and defended by .a ;trifling :garrifon ; we

Jeft it about twelve o’clock; and had twen-
ty-four miles to go to the only houfe where

we could find a good lodging. It was not

a tavern, but the proprietor, ' Mr. Hunter,

received ftrangers with pleafure.  The dif-

ference between a real tavern, anda hofpi-

table houfe of reception, is greatly to the
.advantage of the traveller ;- forin America,
as in England,” publicans ‘pay' heavy taxes,

and indemnify themielves by their exorbi-

tant charges, Mr. Hunter received us well,

-and-in- a very: elean houfe... We fet out
-early the nefomorning, and after riding
_¢ight; miles; always in dry, arid woods,
~we flopped  to -breakfalt-at  Mr. Pattifon's.
He is a fat man, about forty-five, difabled
in his legs: fince he was'two years old, and

{o helplefs that he cannot tranfport him-
{clf from one place to another, but by pufh-

ing . his chair. ;| One. would hardly think

that a man afflied with fuch an infirmity

{hould choofe 1o live in the midft of woods,
wherg
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‘where he has no company but one white
‘man fervant, and negroes of cach fex. I
believe him impotent in more than one re-
fpe&, for he has lived in a conftant {tate of
celibacy, and his oftenfible imbecility would
have been no obftacle in a country where

every body 'marries. '
After 'we had proceeded twenty miles
farther, we ftopped, at four o’clock, ata
‘Scotfman’s of the name of Yobnfon, who
is the moft ridiculous perfonage imaginable.
He pronounces Englith in fo unintelligible
a manner, that Mr. Dil/on afked him, very
ingenuoufly, what language he was {peak-
ing. As Mr. Johnfon was an ill-tempered
fellow, and a little drunk, I forefaw that
this queftion could not fucceed, and would
turn out to our difadvantage, on quitting
this fort of tavern. It happened as I ima-
gined ; for after a ftay of only three quar-
ters of an hour, he was not athamed to afk
Jeven dollars for about twenty pounds weight
of the leaves of Indian corn for our horfes,
and two bowls of toddy for the fervants.
I confoled myfelf, like Monfieur de Po#re
ccaugnac in Moliere, with the fatisfaction
only,
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only, on paying him, of telling him my
fentiments of his behaviour, and went
twelve miles further to feck hofpitality at
another Scot{man’s, where we arrived at
the clofe of day. But this was a very dif-
ferent chara@er from the other. He. was
an old man of feventy-two, called Hodnett,
who has been eftablithed in America above
forty years, though but lately fixed in
the plantation where he now lives, He
was eager to pleafe, polite, and even in-
clined to complimcnt,' proud of being born
in Europe, and having paft fome time at
Cork, where he miffed, he told me, a fine
opportunity of learning French ; for he had
lived with feyeral French merchants, whofe
names he yet remembered, although it was
upwards of fifty years ago. He enquired
at Jeaft twenty times. of me if I knew them,
and brought me an old book, the only
one he bad in the houfe, which was a bad
treatife of geography, It was doubled in
at the article of . Gord, and one might fee
that he often read this chapter, as the pa.
per. was, more thumbed there than elfe-
where.. . Whiift he prefented me with this

| book,
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book, he obferved, with an’ air of import-
ance, that in his opinjon it was the beft
geographical work exifting, nor was it dif-
ficult to perceive that it was the only one
he ever heard of. I amufed myfelf how-
ever with affuring him that he poffefled a
real treafure, and that he ought carefully
to 'preferve it.  He went immediately to
lock it up, and returned with a fcrap of
illuminated paper, which reprefented the
arms and - mottoes of the family of the
Hodnetts. 1 made him happy by declar-
ing they were known all over Europe,
and furely it was not paying too dear for
a good fupper and good beds; for the
next morning he would not give us any
bill. 1 thought proper, however, to pay
him handfomely ; hoping, at the fame time,
that the family of the Hodnetts would
know nothing of it, nor think themfelves
under the neceflity of adding the fign of an
ale-houfe to their armorial bearings.

It was on the 23d, but the heat was al-
ready very troublefome, when we arrived
to breakfaft at nine o’clock at Cumberiand
Court-houfe. This is the chief manor-houfe

of
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of a very confiderable country 5iit-i§ fituats
ed in a plain:of about a mile diameter,
fixteen miles from Hodnett'se ' Befides;the
court-houfe, and a large taverny its: necef~
fary ' dppendage, therei are {even: ‘or eight
houfes  inhabited 'by gentlemen of ' fortune.
1 found the tavern'fulliof : people, and un-
derftood ‘that the judges!were iaffenibled to
hold @ court of dlaims, thit is o fay,’ to
hear and regifter.'the claims of fundry per=
fons, who ‘had furnithed provifioris-for the
army.. We know that in genetal,..but par-
ticularly in unexpected invafionsy the Ame-
rican troops had no eftablithed: magazines,
and as it was neceffary to have {ubfiftence
for them, provifions and forage were indif~
criminately laid hold of, on giving the
owners a receipt, which they called a cer-
tificate.  During the campaign, whilft ‘the
enemy was at hand, little attention was given
to this fort of loans, which accumulated
inceflantly, without the fum total being
known, or any means taken to afcertain
the proofs. Virginia being at length load-
ed with thefe certificates, it became necef-
fary, fooner or later, to liquidate thefe ac-

counts,



NORTH-AMERICA. 123

counts, The> laft affembly of the State of
Virginia, had accordingly thought proper
to pafs arbilly authorizing the Juftices of
each couhty to'take cognizance of thefe cer-
tificates, to authenticate their validity, and
to regifter ' themy fpecifying - the - value of
the provifions: in money,’ a.ﬁcording to the
eftablifhed ‘tariff, I had thecuriofity to'go
to the court-houfe, to fee how this affair was
tranfatted, and faw it was performed with
greatorder, and fimplicity. The Judges wore
‘their common cloaths, but were feated on
an elevated tribunal, as at: London in the
Court of King’s Bench or Common Pleas.
One of them fecing me ftanding at the door
of the hall, defcended from the bench, and
invited me ‘to go and take fome refrefh-
ment at his houfe, where the family would
entertain me till the feffions were finifhed.
1 told him 1' was obliged to proceed on
my journey, and really we had no time to
lofe, for there yet remained twenty-eight
miles to travel, and on a road fo un-
provided with every neceffary for travellers,
that though we intended giving our horfes
‘another bait, we could not find forage nearer

than
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than at a {mith’s thop, at twenty miles difs
tance. Asl intended therefore ftaying only
half an hour at moft, I feated myfelf uns
der fome treess. but Monfieur D’Oyré hav-
ing gone into the houfe, returned and told
me there was a company. of four or five
young girls; all pretty and very well drefs
fed. Curiofity inducing me-to fee them,
my attention was foon: fixed upen a young
woman of eighteen, who was fuckling her
child. Heér features were fo regular, and
there was fuch decency and modefty in her
bebhaviour, that fhe recalled to my mind
thole beautiful virgins of Raphael, the mo~
del, or example of the beau ideal. As I no
longer permit myfelf to confider beauty but
with a philofophic eye®, . I fhall here

make

# The reader will iere, doubtlgfs, be apt to pifture
70 himfelf the Author as a gréy-headed worn out
veteran, oran unimpaflioned, ftoical member of the
French academy, barely remembering ¢ the days
when he was young;” but it is my duty to unde-
ceive him ; the Marquis de Chaflellux is 3 well made,
. handfome man, of about four and forty, with eyes
full of intelligence and fire; the carriage and deport-
ment of a2 man of rank, and with a difpofition
extremely remote from an indifference to beauty.
- TrANSLATOR,



NORTH-AMERICA. 15

make an obfervation which hasoccurred to
me in foreign countries, particularly in
England and America ; it is, that the beauty
of forms and of features, the beauty inde-
pendant of grace, motion, and expreffion, is
oftener found amongft the people of the
North, or amongft their defcendants, than
in France, or towards the Sounth. If I were
to affign the caufe of this difference, I thould
fay, that from fome unaccountable reafon,
unconneéted, doubtlefs, with the tempera-
ture of the climate, the youth of both fexes
are more more forward, and more ripe,
amongft them than with us, from which it
refults, that young people, particularly young
girls - of twelve, or thirteen, unite that
roundnefs of form, frefthnefs of complexion,
and regularity of features, before they are
modified by paffions and habits.

In France it is quite different; children
are there very pretty to the age of feven or
cight years ; but it is feldom that girls pre-
ferve their beauty to the age of pubertys
This is the epoch, however, when we muft
form our opinion of what they may be 3
but even thefe prognofticks are often deceit=

ful.
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ful." This peridd is a kind of chryfalis; -a:
ftate of probation, in which:the handfome:
become ugly; and the ugly handfome. It
is from the age of twenty to twenty-five
that the featurés develop and declare them-:
felves, and that Nature compleats-her work,:
if not diverted from her courfe by ficknefs,
but efpecially by the moral and:natural con-~
fequences of marriage. On the other hand,
our women, this_danger once over, retain
their beauty longer than inany,. other coun~
try. = It appears as if their very fouls were
identified in their features, and watched over
their prefervation ; not a movement without
a grace, no grace without expreflion; the
defire of pleafing improves and perpetuates
the means ; and Nature, rather aided than
counteratted by Art, is never abfolutely
abandoned toa domeflic life, nor lavifhed by
an unlimited fecundity®. ‘Thus ufeful trees

may

* Itis certain that populat:on is not the main ob-
]E& of marrlagc in France amongft the higher claf-
fes, Amongft the nobility, in parl:jcular, the par-
ties are gf,-mzrall},r contra&cd when ‘very young, by
their refpc&wc parents, who bring them together to
- make an heir, or two, for the family; which obje&,
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may ferve to decorate our gardens, if the too’
great quantity of fruit.does not prevent the
reproduétion of their bloffoms. ~ Thefe re-
fleGtions prove; that the French women
have no reafon to envy ftrangers; that their
beauty, “in fa&, though longer in coming
to maturity, and lefs perfe&, is more be-
witching-and more durable 5 that if others
furnifh better models for the painter, they
will ftand the teft of alonger examination,
and that; in fhort, if they are not always
thofe we ‘moft admire, they are certainly
thofe we muft love the moft and the
longeft. « . :

But let me return from this® dangerous
excurfion, and:'refume my journey. We

had

once compleated, they part with as little affetion as
when they met, but with lefs paffion, and pafs the
remainder of their lives in perfe&t freedom. Whilft
family duty is performing for family purpofes, their
condu& is diQated, in general, by the niceft honour,
and their noble blood is tranfmitted tolerably pure
and free from contamination; but ¢¢ unlimited fecune
dity,” as it is checked by fome on principles of cecoe
nomy and prudence, 1s deemed vulgar and barbarous

by all, except the lower clafles, who are ftrangers to

this fyftem of refinement. TRANSLATOR.
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had rode forty-four miles, and night was
clofing faft upon us, when we arrived at
Powbatan Court-boufe ; this is a more recent,
and more ruftic fettlement than that of
Cumberland. - It confifts only of two mean
huts, one for the purpofe of holding the
feflions, the other by way of publick
houfe; but which hitherto is fearcely fit for
the reception of travellers. = It is kept by a
voung man who has juft fettled here; his
wife is a tall, handfome woman, his fifter-
in-law not quite fo pretty. - We had a good
fupper and good beds, but our horfes were
obliged to do without forage. The county
of Powhatan takes its name from a King of
the Savages, famous in the hiftory of Virgi-
nia, who reigned at the commencement of
the laft century ; when the colony formed
its firft eftablithment at Yames Town, it was
often neceflary to treat, and fometimes to
wage war with him. He is reprefented as
a pfdfound; but perfidious, politician. = He
had conquered all the country betwixt the
Apamatock and Bay of Chefapeak, and was
dreaded by the neighbouring nations.

£ We
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We left Powhatan the 24th, early in the
morning, and, after having ftopped twice,
the ﬁrﬁ time to breakfaft in a poor little
houfe, eight miles from Powhatan, and the
laft, twenty-four miles further, at a place
called Cheflerfield Co;:rt—.éazgre, where we faw
the ruins of the barracks formerly occupied
by Baron Stuben, fince burnt by the Eng~
lith, arrived in good time at Peferfburg.
This day’s journey was alfo forty-four miles.
The town of Peterfburg is fituated on the
right bank of the dpamatock; there are
fome houfes on the oppofite fhore, but this
kind of fuburb is a diftri& independent of
Peterfburg, and called Pocabunta. We
paffed the river in a ferry-boat, and were
conduéted to- a little” public houfe about
thirty fteps from thence, which had an in-
different appearance’; but, on entering, we
found an aparfment very’ neatly furnithed ;
a tall woman, handfomely_ drefled, and of a
genteel figure, who gave the neceflary orders
for our reception, and a young lady, equally
tall, and very elegant, at work. 1enquired
their names, which I found were not lefs
entitled to refpect than their appearance.
Yoz, 1. K The
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The miftrefs of the houfe, already twice
a widow, was called Spencer, and her daugh-
ter, by her firft hutband, A6 Saunders. L
was thewn my bedchamber; and the fir(t
thing which ftruck me was a large magni-
ficent harpficord, on which layalfoa guitar..
Thefe mufical inftruments belonged to Mifs.
Saunders, who knew very well how to ufe
them ; but as we ftood more in need of a
good fupper, than a concert, I was appre-
henfive at firft of finding our landladies too.
good company, and that we fhould have
fewer orders to. give than compliments to
make. Mrs. Spencer, however, happened
to be the beft woman in the world ; a gay,
chearful creature, no commen difpofition:
in America; and her -daughtcr, amidit
the elegance of her appearance, was mild,
polite, and. eafy in converfation. But
to hungry travellers all this could, at the
beft, be confidered but as a good omen
for the fupper, for which we had not long
to wait ; for fcarcely had we time to admire
the neatnefs and beauty of the table-cloth,
before it was covered with plenty of good:
difhes, particularly fome very large and ex-

cellent
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cellent fith. We were very good friends
with our charming landladies before we went
to bed, and breakfafted with them the next
morning. We were juft going out to take
a walk, when we received a vifit from Mr.
Victor, whom 1 had feen at Williamfburgh ;
he is a Pruffian, who had formerly been in
the army, and, after having travelled a great
deal in Europe, came and fettled in this
country, where, by his talents, he firft made
his fortune; and, like every body elfe,
finithed by turning planter. He is an ex-
cellent mufician, and plays every kind of in-
ftrument, which makes his company in
great requeft by the whole neighbourhood.-
He told us he was come to pafs a few days
with Mrs. Bowling, one of the greateft land-
holders in Virginia, and proprietor of half
the town of Peterfburg. Headded, that fhe
had heard of our arrival, and hoped we
would come and dine with her, which in-
vitation we accepted, and put ourfelves un-
der the guidance of Mr. Vitor, who firft
took us to the warehounfes or magazines of
tobacco. Thefe warehoufes, of which
there are numbers in Virginia, though,

K2 unfortu-
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unfortunately, great part of them has been
burned by the Englith, are under the direc-
tion of public. authority. There are in-
fpeGors nominated to prove the quality of
the tobacco brought by the planters, and
if found good, they give a receipt for the
quantity. 'The tobacco may then be confi-
dered as fold, thefe authentic receipts circu-
lating as ready money in the country. For
example : fuppofe I have depofited twenty
hogtheads of tebaceo at Peterfburg, I may
go fifty leagues thence to Alexandria or
Frederickfburg, and buy horfes, cloths,
or any other article, with thefe receipts,
which circulate through a number of hands
before they reach the merchant who pur-
chafes the tobacco for exportation. This
is an exeellent inftitution, for by this means
tobacco becomes not only a fort of bank-
ftock, but current coin. You often hear
the inhabitants fay, ¢ This watch coft me
ten hogtheads of tobacco ; this horfe fifteen
hogtheads ; or, I have been offered twenty,
&c.” 1Itis true that the price of this ar-
_ticle, which feldom varies in peace, is fub-
jeét to fluGtuations ‘in time of war; but

then,
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then, he who receives it in payment, makes
a free bargain, calculates the rifks and ex-
pe&ations, and runs the hazard; in, thort,
we may look on this as a very ufeful efta-
sblithment ; it gives to commedities value
and circulation, as foon as they are manu-
factured, and, in fome meafure, renders

the planter independent of the merchant.
The warehoufes at Peterfburg belong to
Mrs. Bowling. They were fpared by the
Englith, either becaufe the Generals Phil-
lips and Arnold, who lodged with her, had
fome refpet for her property, or becaufe
they withed to preferve the tobacco con-
tained in  them in expe&ation of felling it
for their profit. Phillips died in Mrs.
Bowling’s houfe, by which event the fu-
preme command devolved upon Arnold ;
and I heard 1t faid, that Lord Cornwallis,
on his arrival, found him at great variance
with the navy, who pretended that the
booty belonged to them. Lord Cornwallis:
terminated the difpute, by burning the to-
bacco ; but not before Mrs. Bowling, by’
her intereft, had time (ufficient to get it re-
moved from her warehoufes, She was lucky
K3 enough,
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enough, alfo, to fave her valuable property
in the fame town, confifting of a mill,
which turns fuch a number of mill-ftones,
bolting machines, cribbles, &c. and, in fo
fimple and eafy a manner, that it produces+
above £.800 a year fterling. I paffed up-
wards of an hour in examining its vari-
ous parts, and admiring the carpenter’s
work, and the conftru&tion. It is turned
by the waters of the Apamatock, which
are conveyed to it by a canal excavated in
the rock. Having continued our walk in
the town, where we faw a number of fthops,
many of which were well flocked, we
thought it time to pay our refpeés to Mrs,
Bowling, and begged Mr. Victor to conduct
us to her. Her houfe, or rather houfes, for
the bas two on the fame line refembling
each other, which fhe propofes to join to-
gether, are fituated on the fummit of a con=
fiderable flope, which rifes from the level
of the town of Peterfburg, and correfponds
fo exa&tly with the courfe of the river, that
there is no doubt of its having formerly
formed ene of its banks. This flope, and
the vaft platform on which the houfe is
builg,
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built, are covered with grafs, which afford
excellent pafturage, and are alfo her pro-
perty. 1t was formerly furrounded with
rails, and fhe raifed a number of fine horfes
there ; but the Englith burned the fences,
and carried away a great number of the
horfes. On our arrival we were faluted by
Mifs Bowling, a young lady of fifteen,
poflefling all the frefhnefs of her age ; fhe
was followed by her mother, brother, and
fifter-in-law. The mother, a lady of fifty,
has but little refemblance to her country-
women ; fhe is lively, aive, and intelli-
gent ; knows perfectly well how to manage
her immenfe fortune, and what is yet more
rare, knows how to make good ufe of it.
Her fon and daughter-in-law I had already
feen at Williamfburgh. The young gentle-
man appears mild and polite, but his wife,
of only feventeen years of age, is a2 moft in-
terefting acquaintance, not only from her
face and form, which are exquifitely deli-
cate, and quite European, but from her
being alfo defcended from the Indian Prin-
cefs, Pocabunta, daughter of King Powba-
tan, of whom I'have already fpoken. We

may
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may prefume that it is rather the difpofition
of that amiable American woman, than her
exterior beauty, which Mrs. Bowling in-
herits :

Perhaps® they who are not particularly
acquainted with the hiftory of Virginia,
may be ignorant, that Pocahunta was the
proteérefs of the Englifh, and often {creen-
ed them from the cruelty of her father. She
was but twelve years old when Captain
Smith, the bravefl, the rﬁbﬁintqlligent, and
the moft humane of the firft colonifts, fell
into the hands of the favages; he al'r_eady
underftood their language, had traded with
them feveral times, and often appeafed the
quarrels between the Europeans and them ;
often had he been obliged alfo to fight
them, and to punith their perfidy. At
length, however, under the pretext of com-
merce, he was drawn into an ambuth, and
the only two companions who accompanied
him, fell before his eyes ; but, though alone,
by his dexterity he extricated himfelf from
the troop which furrounded him, until, un-
fortunately, imagining he could {ave him{clf
by crofling a morafs, he ftuck faft, fo that

' ' the
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the favages, againft whom he had no means

of defending himf(clf, at laft took and bound *
him, and conduéted him to Powhatan.

The King was fo proud of having Captainr

Smith in his power, that he fent him in tri-

umph to all the tributary Princes, and or-

dered that he fhould be fplendidly treated,

till he returned to fuffer that death which

was prepared for him*,

The

% Dr, Robertfon, Mr. Adair, and a number of
writers have given an account of the cruel mode by
which the Indians torture their prifoners of war,
before they put them te death.” During my refidence
near Alexandria, in Virginia, in 1782, I bad the
following relation of their barbarqus treatment, from
a gentleman who had juft efcaped out of the hands
of thefe infernal furies. Colonel Crawford, and his
fon, two great land furveyors, and moft refpeQable
planters in Virginia, in heading a party againft the
Indians and Tories, aided by fome light horfe from
the Britith frontiers, who had fpread horror and de-
vaftation through the infant back fettlements of the
United States, were defeated and made prifoners.
The gentleman, from whom I had this account, was
{urgeon to the party, and was conduéted, with Mr.
Crawford and his fon, to be facrificed in his turn, at
one of the Indian villages, to the manes of theit
people flain in battle. The bloody bufinefs commen=
ced \.uth Mr., Crawford, the father, who was deli-
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The fatal moment at laft arrived, Cap-
tain Smith was laid upon the hearth of the
favage

vered over to the women, and being faftened to a ftake,
in the centre of a circle formed by the favages and
sheir allics, the female furies, after the preamble of a
war fong, began by tearing out the nails of his toes
and fingers, then proceeded, at confiderable intervals,
to cut off his nofe and ears; after which they ftuck
his lacerated body full of pitch pines, large pieces of
which they inferted, horrid to relate! into his pri-
vate parts ; to all of which they fet fire, and which
continved burning, amidft the inconceivable tortures
of the uhhappy man, for a confiderable time. After
thpasglutting their revenge, by arts of barbarity, the
fuccels cf which was repeatedly applauded by the
furrounding demons, they cut off his genitals, and
rufhing in upon him, finithed his mifery with their
tomohawks, and hacked his body limb from limb,
This dreadful fcene paffed in the prefence of the fon
of the unhappy fufferer, and the furgeon, who were
to be conveyed to different villages to undergo the
‘fame fate. The nextday, accordingly, young Craw-
ford was facrificed with the fame circumitances of
hotror ; after which, the furgeon, being entrufted
to the care of four of the favages, who fortunately
got drunk with fome rum, given them as a re.
compence by their European friends, efcaped from
them in the woods, and, bound as he was, wander-
ed for four or five and twenty days, {ubfifting on
leaves and berries, before he reached the neigh-
bourhood of Winchefter, whence he got down te
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favage King, and his head placed upon a
large fone to receive the firoke of death,
when Pocahunta, the youngeft and darl-
ing daughter of Pouchatan, threw herfelf
upon his body, clafped him in her arms,
and declared, that if the cruel fentence were
executed, the firft blow fhould fall on her,

All favages, (abfolute fovereigns and tyrants
not

Alexandria. Amongft thefe wretches was one Simon
Girty, a native of Virginia, who was formerly well
acquainted with Colonel Crawford, and had been
employed by the aflembly of Virginia to conciliate
the favages, and obtain their neutrality ; but who
having been detetted by the Governor in fome mal-
verfations of the public money entrufted to him, and
his duplicity difcovéred, went over to the Britifh,
and bécame more mercilefs than the worft of thefe
infernal hell-hounds. Mr. Crawford, in the midft of
his tremendous fufferings, feeing Girty ftanding in
the circle, with a gun, called to him by his name,
and implored him as an old friend, a chriftian,
and a copntryman, to fhoot him, and by that a&
of mercy relieve him from his mifery, but the in-
human monfter tauntingly replied, ¢ No, Crawford,
1 have got no powder, your affembly did not chufe to
truft me, and you muft now pay for it,” and conti
aued to feaft his eyes with the bloody facrifice.
' TRANSLATOR.
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not excepted,) are invariably more affe@-
ed by the tears of infancy, than the voice
of humanity. Powhatan could not refift
the tears and prayers of his daughter; Cap-
tain Smith obtained his life, on condition
of paying for his'ranfom a certain quantity
of mufkets, powder and iron utenfils; but
how were they to be obtained ! They would
neither permit him to return to James-
Town, nor let the Englith know where he
was, left they fhould demand him fword
in hand. Captain Smith, who was as fen-
fible as courageous, faid, that if Powhatan
would permit one of his fubjects to carry
to James-Town a little board which he
would give him, he fhould find under a
tree, at the day and hour appointed, all the
articles demanded for his ranfom. Powha-
tan confented, but without having much
faith in his promifes, believing it to be only
an artifice of the Captain’s to prolong his
life. But he had written on the board a
few lines fufficient to give an zccount of
his- fituation. . ‘The meflenger returned.
The King fent to the place fixed upon, and

b x was
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was greatly aftonithed to find every thing
which had been demanded. Powhatan
could not conceive this mode of tran{mit=
ting thoughts, and Captain Smith was
henceforth looked upon as a great magician,
to whom they could not thew too much re-
fpe&. He left the favages in this opinion,
and haftened to return home. Twe or
three years after, fome freth differences
arifing amidft them and the Englith, Pow-
hatan, who no longer thought them for-
cerers, but ftill feared their power, laid a
horrid plan to get rid of them altogether.
His projet was to attack them in profound
peace, and cut the throats of the whole
colony. The night of this intended-con-~
{piracy, Pocahunta took advantage of the
obfcurity, and in a terrible ftorm which
kept the favages in their tents, efcaped from
her father’s houfe, advifed the Englifh to
be upon their guard, but conjured them to
fpare her family, to appear ignorant of the
intelligence the had given,; and terminate all
their differences by anew treaty. It would:
be tedious to relate all the fervices which

this
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this angel of peace rendered to both tia=
tions. I fhall only add, that the Englith,
I know not from what motives, but cer-
tainly aguinft all faith and equity, thought
proper to carry her off. Long and bitterly
did fhe deplore her fate, and the only con-
folation the had was Captain Smith, in
whom fhe found a fecond father. She was
treated with great refpe@, and married to
a planter of the name of Role, who foon
after took her to England. This was in
the reign of James the Firft ; and, it is faid,
that this monarch, pedantic and ridiculous
in every point, was fo infatuated with the
prerogatives of royalty, that he exprefled
his difpleafure, that one of his fubjets
thould dare to marry the daughter even of
_a favage King. It will not perhaps be dif-
ficult to decide on this occafion, whether
it was the favage King who derived honour
from finding himfelf placed upon a level
with the Buropean prince, or the Englith
monarch, who by his pride and prejudices
reduced himfelf to a level with the chief
of the favages. Be thatas it will, Captain

Smith,
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Smith, who had returned to London before
the arrival of Pocahunta, was extremely
happy to fee her again, but dared not to
treat her with the fame familiarity as at
James-Town. As foon as the faw him,
the threw herfelf into his arms, calling him,
her father ; but finding that he neither re-
turned her carefles with equal warmth, nor
the endearing title of daughter, fhe turned
afide her head and wept bitterly, and it was.
a long time before they could obtain a fin-
gle word from her. Captain Smith enquir-
ed feveral times what could be the caufe of
her afflidtion.—* What ! faid the, « did I
“ notfavethy life in America? When I was
“ torn from the arms of my father, and
¢ condutted amongft thy friends, didft
thou not promife to be a father to me?
Didft thou not aflure me, that if I went
into thy couatry thou wouldft be my fa-
“ ther, and that I fhould be thy daughter 2
¢ Thou haft deceived me, and behold me,
* now here, a ftranger and an orphan.”
It was not difficult for the Captain to make
his peace with this charming creature,
whom he tenderly loved. He prcfen!t:d'
ex

L11
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her to feveral people of the firft quality,
but never dared take her to court, from
which however fhe received feveral favours.
After arefidence of feveral years in England,
an example of virtue and piety; and attach-
ment to her hufband, fhe died, as fhe was
on the point of embarking on her return to
America. She left an only fon, who was
married, and left only daughters; thefe
daughters, others ; and thus, with the fe-
male line, the blood of the amiable Poca-
hunta now flows in the veins of the young
and charming Mrs. Bowling.

Thope I fhall be pardoned this long di-
greflion, which may be pleafing to fome
readers. My vifit to Mrs. Bowling and
her family, having convinced me, that I
thould pafs part of the day with them agree-
ably, I continued my walk, with a pro-
mife of returning at two o’clock, Mr. Vic-
tor conducted me to the camp formerly oc-
cupied by the enemy, and teftified his re-
gret that I could not take a nearer view of
Mr. Banniffer’s handfome country-houfe,
wlnch was in fight ; there being no other -
obftacle however than the diftance, about

a mile
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a mile and a half, and the noonday heat;
we determined that this fhould not ftop us;
and, walking flowly, we reached, without’
fatigue, this houfe, which is really worth
feeing. It is decorated rather in the Itilian,
than the Englith or American ftyle, having
three porticoes at the three principal en-
tries, each of them fupported by four co-

lumns *. It was then occupied by an ins

* The Italian architefture;, that of porticoes in
particular, is admirably adapted to all hot climates
and of courfe to the Southern States of America.
The fame motives therefore, which induced the,in-
vention of this mode of building in antient Greece
and Rome, and in general throughout the Eaftern
world, would naturally give rife to the fame inven-
tions of convenience in fimilar climates ; and, in fa&,
though the richer and more polifhed defcendants of
Britain, in the New World, may be fappofed to
adopt thefe porticoes from Italy, as the cultivated

mind of the Author imagines ; the very pooreft fet-

tler, nay even the native Indian, invariably attempts

fome kind of fubftitute for this neceflary prote&ion

from the fun and weather. Every tavern or inn is

provided with a covered portico for the convenience
of its guefts, and this evidently from the neceffity of
the cafe. We have only to examine the refources
of the favage iflander in the Pacific Ocean, and recur

Yol Il E habitant
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babitant of Carolina, called Nelon, who
had been driven from his country by the
war, which followed him to Peterfburg.
He invited me to walk in, and whilft he
made me, according to cuftom, drink a
glafs of wine, another Carolinian, of the
name of Bul/, arrived to dine with him.
T'he latter was a militia General, and came
from General Greene’s army, where his
time of fervice was expired  The hiftory
of Mr. Bull, which is not long, will
give a general idea of the ftate of the
Southern Provinces. Poflefled: of a great
number of negroes, large perfonal property,
particularly in plate, previous to, and dur-
ing the war, he did not think proper, after
the capture of Charles-Town, to expofe his
wealth to the rapacity of the Englith. He
fet off therefore with two hundred negroes,
followed by a great number of waggons la-
den with his effeGts, and provifions, for his

little

to the origin of all architeQure, from the fluted
Corinthian in the hall of empire, to the ruftic prop
of the thatched roof, to difcover the natural pro.
grefs of the human mind, and the fimilarity of hu-
man genius. TRANSLATOR,
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little army, and travelled, in this manner,

thro’ South and North Carolina, and part of

Virginia, pitching his camp every evening in

the moft commodious fituations. At length

he arrived at Tukakoe, on James’s River, the

feat of his old friend Mr. Randolph, a rich

planter of Virginia, who gave him a fpot

of ground near his houfe, on which his ne-

groes built one for himfelf. Here he lived

in tranquillity, furrounded by his flaves and

his flocks, until Arnold and Phillips invad-

ed Virginia, and approached his new afy-

lum. Mr. Bull once more departed with

his wealth, his flocks, and negroes, to retire

into the upper country near Frederick(-
burg.. On my afking him what he would

have done, had we not opportunely arrived -

to expel the Englith, who intended to com-

pleat the conqueft of Virginia, ¢ I thould

_have retired to Maryland,” he replied,—
and if they had gone thither ?—*¢ I thould

have proceeded to Penfylvania, and fo on,

“even to New England.”  Does not this re-
call to mind the ancient patriarchs emigrat-

ing with their family and flocks, with a

. certainty of finding every where a country
L2 to
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to receive and nourith them? # General
Bull was preparing to return to Carolina in
hopes,

# | have already faid, that I had the happinefs of
a particular acquaintance with many of the principal
gentlemen. of South Carolina, The reflexion on
the pleafing hours T paffed with them in their exiled
fituation at Philadelphia, and the warm friendfhip
with which they honoured me, whilft it reconciles
me to the world, and foothes the memory of paft
{ufferings, touches the tendereft affe&tions of a fen-
fible and grateful heart. My bofom beat high with
genuine ardour in the caufe for which they facrificed
every perfonal confideration, but I had, frequently,
the opportunity of appreciating that facrifice. Seeing
what [ faw, I want no inftances of Greek or Roman
virtue to ftimulate my feelings, or excite my emula-
tion; and it will ever be matter of congratulation with
me, to have witnefled, in the principal inhabitants of
Carolina, all the blandifhments of civilized fociety,
the love of life and all its bleflings, a humanity void
of reproach, an hofpitality not exceeded in the pa-
triarchal ages, contrary to the paradoxes of {yftema.
tic writers, blended with the inflexible virtue which
" diftinguifhed the beft and pureft ages of the world,
From the number, I thall only felect the brilliant
examples of Major Pierce Butler, and Mr. Arithur
AMiddleton.  Wealth, honour, intereft, domef-
“tic happinefs, their children, were nothing in the
eyes of fuch men, though calculated to enjoy,
and to communicate -happinels in every fphere,
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hopes, henceforth, of paffing happier days,
After putting many queftions to him re-
fpecting affairs to the Southward, which
he anfwered with great franknefs and good
fenfe, I returned to Mrs. Bowling’s, where
1 was not difappointed in findingagood din-
ner, the honours of which fheé'did with
much cordiality, without reftraint, or cere-
- mony. After dinner, Mifs Bowling played

on the harpfichord, and fung like an adept in
mufie, although her voice was not agreeable;
whilft the defcendant of Pocahunta touched
a guittar, and fung like a perfon unikilled in
mufic, but with a charming voice.

On my

xeturn home, I had another concert; Mifs

- Saunders finging fome airs, which the ac-
companied fometimes with the harpfichord,
and fometimes with the guittar.

L 3 - Next

when put in competition with the great obje&ts of
univerfal public happinefs, and facred Freedom's
holy caufe.. How painful is it to be compelled to
add, that fuch was the cold, felfith {pirit of too
many of the inhabitants of Philadeiphia towards
their Caroiina brethren, who had every claim upon
their (ympathy, and good offices, as' to merit the
indignation of every fecling mind, and to fix an in-
vdelible ftain upon their character as men and citi-
i 2ens, TRANSLATOR,
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Next day we were obliged to quit this
good houfe and agreeable company; but
before I left Peterfburg, 1 obferved that
it was already a flourithing town, and muft
become more fo, every day, from its favour-
able fituation with refpe& to commerce.
Firft, becaufe it is placed immediately be-
low the Fulls, or Rapids of the Apamatock,
and the river can here float veflels of fifty
or fixty tons burthen. Secondly, becaufe
the productions of the Southcrn part of
Virginia have no other outlet, and thofe
even of North Carolina are gradually tak-
ing this way, the navigation of the Reancke
and Albemarle found being by no means
fo commodious as that of the Apomatcck
and James’s River. But thefe advantages
are unfortunately balanced by the infalu-
brity of the climate; for I have been af-
fured, that of all the inhabitants of the
three little burghs of Pocahunta, of Bland-
ford and Peteriburg, which may be con-
{idered as forming one town, not two per-
fons are to be found who are natives of the
country. Commerce and navigation, not-
withftanding, produce a concourfe of firan-
gers,  ‘The fityation, hefides, is agreeable,

and
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and the climate may probably be rendered
more falubrious by draining fome morafes
in the neighbourhood.

Five miles from Peterfburg, we pafled
the {mall river of Randolph, over a ftone
bridge ; and travelling, through a rich and
well peopled country, arrived at*a fork of
roads, where we were unlucky enough pre-
cifely to make choice of that which did
not lead to Richmond, the place of our def-
tination. But we had no reafon to regret
our error, as it was only two miles about ;
and we fkirted James river to a charming
place called #arwick, where a groupe of
handfome houfes form a fort of village,
-and - there are feveral fuperb ones in the
neighbourhood ; amongft others, that of
Colonel Carey®, on the right bank of the
river, and M. Randolp’s on the oppofite
thore.. ' One muft be fatigued with hearing
the name of Randolph mentioned in tra-
velling in Virginia (for it is one of the moft
ancient families in the country)a Randolph
being amongft the firft fettlers, and is like-
wife one of the moft numerous and rich.

* This is the gentleman whofe fine mills were
burnt by Arnold, as mentioned in the London Ga-
actte, TRANSLATOR,
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It is divided into feven or eight branches,
and T am not afraid of exaggerating, when
I fay, that they poffefs an income of up-
wards of a million of livres. It is only
twenty-five miles from Peterfburgh to Rich-
mond, but as we had loft our way, and tra-
velled but flowly, it was near three o'clock
when we reached Mancbhefler, a fort of fu-
burb to Richmond, on the right bank of
the river, where you pafs the ferry, ‘The
pafiage was fhort, there being two boats for
3hc accommodation of travellers. Though
Richmond bealready an old town, and well
fituated for trade, being built on the fpot
where James river begms to be navigable,
that is, jult below the Rapids, it was, before .
the war, one of the leait confiderable in
Virginia, where they are all, in general, very
{mall ; but the feat of government having
been removed from Williamfburgh, it is
become a real capital, and is augmenting
every day. It was neceflary, doubtlefs, to
place the legiflative body at a diftance from
the fea-coaft, where_it was expofed to the
rapid and unexpected inroads of the Englifh,
but William{burgh had the lill farther in-
: convenience
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convenience of being fituated at the ex-
tremity of the ftate, which obliged a great
part of the Delegates to make a long jour-
ney to the Afflembly ; befides, that from its
pofition between James and York rivers, it
has no port nor communication with them
but by fmall creeks very difficult for navi-
gation, whilft veflels of 200 tons come
up to Richmond. This new capital is di-
vided into three parts, one of which is on
the edge of the river, and may be confidered
as the port ; the two others are built on two
eminences, which are feparated by a little
valley. I was condufied to that on the
- weft, where I found a good inn, and my
lodgings and dinner ordered by a fervant
whom I had fent on two days before, witha
lame horfe. We were ferved, therefore, im-

mediately, but with {uch magnificence and
- profufion, that there would have been too

much for twenty perfons. Every plate that
- was brought us produced a burft of laughter,
but not without confiderable alarm for the
bill of the next day; for I had been apprized
that theinnsat Richmond wereuncommonly

extravagant.
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extravagant. Iefcaped, however, for feven or
eight Louis d’or, which was not enormous,
confidering our expenditure. A fhort time
before, Mr. de Rochambeau had paid five
and twenty Louis, at another inn, for fome
horfes which remained there for four or
five days, although he neither ate nor {lept
in it himfelf. Mr. Formicalo, my landlord,
was more honeft ; his only error was the ex-
alted idea he had formed of the mannerin
which French General Officers muft be
treated. He is 2 Neapolitan, who came to
Virginia with Lord Dunmore, as his Maitre
d’Hitel, but he had gone rather round about,
having been before in Rufiia. At prefent
he has a good houfe, furniture, and flaves,
and will foon become a man of confequence
in his new country. He ftill, however, re-
colleéts his native land with pleafure, and I
have no doubt that my attention in addref~ -
fing him only in Italian, faved me a few
Louis.

After dinner I went to pay a vifit to Mr.
Harrifon, then Governor of the State. I
found him in a homely, but {pacious enough
houfe, which was fitted up for him. As

the Aflembly was not then fitting, there
was
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was nothing to diftinguith him from other
citizens. One of his brothers, who 1s a
Colonel of Artillery, and one of his fons,
who a&ts as his Secretary, were with him.
The converfation was free and agreeable,
which he was even defirous of prolonging;
for on my rifing in half an hour, left I might
interrupt him, he affured me that the bufi-
nefs of the day was at an end, and defired
me to refame my feat. We talked much
of the firft Congrefs in America, in which
he fat for two years, and which, as I have
already faid, was compofed of every perfon
diftinguifhed for virtue and capacity on the
continent. This fubject led us naturally
to that which is the moft favourite topic
amongf(t the Americans, the origin and com-
mencement of the prefent revolution.  Itis
a circumftance peculiar to Virginia, that
the inhabitants of that country were certain-
ly in the beft fituation of all the eolonifts
under the Englith government. The Vir-
ginians were planters, rather than mer-
chants, and the obje&@s of their culture were
rather valuable than the refult of induftry-
They poflefied, almoft exclufively, the pri-

yileged
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vileged article of tobacco, which the Eng~
glith came in queft of into the very heart
of the country, bringing in exchange every
article of utjlity, and even of luxury. They
had a particular regard and predile@ion for
Virginia, and favoured accordingly the pe-
culiar: difpofition of that country, where
cupidity and indolence go hand-in-hand,
and ferve only as boundaries to each other.
It was undoubtedly no eafy matter there-
fore, to perfuade this people to take up
arms, becaufe the town of Bofton did not
chufe to pay a duty upon tez, and was in
open rupture with England.  To produce
this ‘effect, it was neceflary to fubfti-
tute a&ivity for indolence, and forefight for
indifference. ‘That idea was to be awaken-
ed at which every man, educated in the
principles of the Englith conftitution,
{hudders, the idea of a fervile fubmiffion
to a taX to which he has not himfelf con-
fented. The precife cafe however relative
to them, had not yetoccurred, though every
cnlightened mind forefaw that fuch was
the objec, and would be the inevitable con-
fequence of the early meafures of the go-

g : vernment :
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vernment : but how were the people to be
convinced of this? By what other motive
could they be brought to adopt decifive
meafures, if not by the confidence they
repofed in their leaders ? - Mr., Harrifon in-
formed me, that when he was on the point
of fetting out with Mr. Jefferfon and Mr.
Lee to attend the firft Congrefs at Philadel-
phia, a number of refpettable, but unin-
formed inhabitants, waited upon, and ad-
drefled them as follows: * You affert that
¢ there is a fixed intention to invade our
rights and privileges; we own that we
do not fee this clearly, but fince you
affure us that it is {o, we believe the fact,
We are about to take a very dangerous
ftep, but we confide in you, and are ready
to {upport.you in every meafure you fhall
think proper to adopt.” Mr. Harrifon
added, that he found himfelf greatly reliev-
ed bya {peech made by Lord North f{oen af-
ter, in which he could not refrain from
avowing, in the cleareft manner, the plan
of the Britith Government *. This fpeech

was
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* ] cannot here refitt tranfcribing a paffage from
Mr. Payne’s ‘celebrated Letter to the Abbe Raynal,
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was printed in the public papers, and all.
America rang with its contents. Return=-

. ing

which merits prefervation, and may ferve to illuf=
trate the ideas of America refpeéting the general views
of Britain, in hopes that every refle€ting Englifh-
man is at length difpaffionate enough to bear the
obfervation. ¢ I fhall now take my leave of this
«¢ paffage of the Abbé, with an obfervation, which
¢ until {fomething unfolds itfelf to convince me of
¢ the contrary, I cannot avoid believing to be true;
¢ which is, that it was the fixed determination of
¢t the Britifh cabinet to quarrel with America at all
¢ events. They (the members who compofe the
¢¢ cabinet) had no doubt of fuccefs, if they could
¢¢ once bring it to the iffue of a battle ; and they
¢ expefted from a conqueft, what they could nei=
¢ ther propofe with decency, nor hope for by nego-
¢¢tiation. The charters and conftitutions of the
¢ colonies were become to them matters of offence,
and their rapid progrefs in property and popula-
¢ tion were beheld with difguft, as the growing and
¢ natural means of independence. They faw no
¢ way to retain them long, but by reducing them
¢ in time. A conqueft would at once have made
¢t them lords and landlords; and put them in pof-
¢ fefion both of the revenue and the rental. The
¢ whole trouble of government would have ceafed
¢ in a vi&ory, and a final end been put to remon-
¢¢ ftrance and debate. 'The experience of the ftamp-
# ad& had taught them how to quarrel, with the ad.
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ing afterwards to Virginia, he faw the fame
perfons who had thus addreffed him on his
departure, who now confeffed that he had
not deceived them, and that henceforward
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. they were refolutely determined upon war.

Thefe

vantages of cover and convenience, and they had
nothing to do but to renew the icene, and put
contention into motion. They hoped for a re_
bellion, and they made one. They éxpelted a
declaration of independence, and they were not
difappointed. But after this, they looked for
vi€tory, and they obtained a defeat. If this be
taken as the generating caufe of the conteft, then
is every part of the conduét of the Britith mini-
firy confiftent, from thc commencement of the
difpute, until the figuing the treaty of Paris, (the
American and French alliance) after which, con-
queft becoming doubtful, they had recourfetonego-
tiation, and were again defeated. If we take a re-
view of what part Britain has afted, we fhall
find every thing which ought to make a nation
bluth. The meft vulgar abufe, accompanied by
that fpecies of haughtinefs which diftinguithes
the hero of a mob from the chara&ter of a gentle-
man; it was as much from her manners, as from
her injuftice, that fhe loft the colonies. By the
latter fhe provoked their principles, by the for-
mer fhe exhanfted ‘their patience. - And it ought
to be held out to the world, to fhew, how necef-
fary it is to condutt the bufinefs of government
with civility.” TRANSLATOR:
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Thefe particular details cannot but be ufe-
ful to fuch Europeans as are defirous of
forming a juft idea of thofe great events, in
which they took fo deep an intereft; for
they would be much deceived in imagin-
ing that all the Thirteen States of America
were invariably animated by the fame {pirit,
and affe@ed by the fame fentiments. But
they would commit a {tll greater error,
did they imagine, that thefe people re-
femble each other in their forms of govern-
ment, their manners and opinions. One
muft be in the country itfelf; one muft be
acquainted with the language, and take a
pleafure in converfing, and in liftening, to
be qualified to form, and that flowly, a
- proper opinion and a decifive judgment *,
: After

* The fame ingenious author of Common Senfe,
" makes another obfervation, in his anfwer to the very
ignorant, or very prejudiced work of the Abbé Ray.
nal on the revelution of America, to which, how-
ever it may militate againft the utility of the prefent
publication, or the notes of the Tranflator, he can-
not avoid perfettly fubfcribing : viz. *“ I never yet
¢ faw an European defcription of America that wag
¢ true, neither can any perfon gain a juft idea of it,
- but by coming to it.” TRANSLATOR.
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After this refletion, the reader will not be
f'urpriz‘ed at the pleafure 1 took in conver{-
ing with Mr. Harrifon. Befides that I was
particularly happy to form an acquaintance
with a man of fo eftimable a chara&er in
every refpedt, ahd whofe beft eulogium it
is to fay, that hc is the intimatg friend of
Dr. Franklin . He prefled me to dine

# The illuftrious and amiable chara&eér of Dr.
Franklin is far beyond my praife. To haye known
him ; to have been a frequent witnefs to the diftin=-
guithed a&ts of his great mind; to have been ina
fituation to learn, and to admire his comprehenfive
views, and benevolent motives; to have heard the
profound maxims of wife philofophy and found po-
litics, drop from his lips with all the unaffefted fim-
plicity of the moft indifferent converfatien ; to have
heard him deviate from the depths of reafon, and
adopt his inftru&tive difcourfe to the capacity and
temper of the young and gay; to have enjoyed in
fhort, the varied luxuries of his delightful {fociety, is a
fubjet of triumph and confolation, of which nothing
can deprive me. He too as well as the envious and
interefted enemies of his tranfcendent merit, muikt
drop from off the {cene, but his name, ere peren=
nius, is infcribed in indelible charaéers on the im-=
mortal roll of philofophy and freedom, for the ar=
dentia verba of the moft honeft advocate of freedoms

Vor, Il M with
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with him next day, and to pafs another
day at Richmond ; but as there was no-
thing to excite curiofity in that town, and
I was defirous of ftopping at Weftover be-
fore I returned to Williamfburgh, where I
was anxious to arrive, we fet out the 27th
at eight in the morning, under the efcort
of Colonel Harrifon, who accompanied us
to a road from which it was impoflible to
go aftray. We travelled fix and twenty
miles without halting, in very hot weather,
but by a very agreeable road, with magni-
ficent houfes in view at every inftant ; for
the banks of James-River form the garden
of Virginia. That of Mrs. Bird, to which
I was going, furpaffes them all in the mag~
nificence of the buildings, the beauty of

1ts

of the prefent age the late Serjeant Glynn, on a great
. occafion ; the a&tion againft Lord Halifax for the
falfe imprif nment of Mr. Wilkes, may with pecu-
Har juftice be applied to this great man. ¢ Few men
“ in whole revolving ages can be found, who dare op-
¢ pofe themfelves to the force of tyranny, and whofe fin_

“ gle byeafis contain the [pirit of nations.”
TRANSLATOR:
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its fituation, and the pleafures of fociety *.

Mrs. Bird is the widow of a Colonel who
ferved in the war of 1756, and was after-
wards one of the council under the Britifh
Government. His talents, his perfonal
qualities, and his riches, for he poffefied
an immenfe territory, rendered him one of
the principal perfonages of the country;
but being a fpendthrift and a gambler, he
left his affairs, at his death, in very great
diforder. He had four children by his firft
wife, who were already fettled in the world,
and has left cight by his fecond, of whom

M2 the

* The moft perfeft eafe and comfort charalterize
the mode of receiving ftrangers in Virginia, but no
where are thefe circumftances more confpicuous than
at the houfe of General Wafhington. Your apart«
ments are your home, the fervants of the houfe are
yours, and whilft every inducement is held out to
bring you into the general fociety in the drawing
room, or at the table, it refts with yourfelf to be
ferved or not with every thing in your own cham-
ber. In fhort, nothing can more refemble the eafy
reception of guefts at the country refidence of the
late Sir Charles Turner in Yorkfhire, where hofpi=
tality perbaps was ftrained farther than confifted with
a proper affortment of company, or even with fafety.

TRANSLATORs
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the widow takes care. She has preferved
his beautiful houfe, fituated on James-Ri-
ver, a large perfonal property, a confider-
able number of flaves, and fome plantations
which fhe has rendered valuable. She is
about two-and-forty, with an agreeable
countenance, and great fenfe. Four of her
eight children are daughters, two of whom
are near twenty, and they are all amiable
and well educated. Her care and a&ivity
have in fome meafure repaired the effe@s
of her hufband’s diffipation, and her houfe
is ftill ‘the moft celebrated, and the moft
agreecable of the neighbourhood. She has
experienced however frefh misfortunes;
three times have the Englith landed at
Weftover, under Arnold and Cornwallis ;
and though thefe vifits coft her dear, her
hufband’s former attachment to England,
where his eldeft fon is now ferving in the
army, her relationthip with Arnold, whofe
coufin german fhe is, and perhaps too, the
jcaloufy of her neighbours, have given birth
to fufpicions, that war alone was not the
obje& which induced the Englith always to
make their defcents at her habitation, She

has



NORTH-AMERICA. 165

has been accufed even of connivance with
them, and the government have once put
their feal upon her papers; but fhe has
braved the tempeft, and defended herfelf
with firmnefs; and though her affair be
not yet terminated, it does not appear as if
the was likely to fuffer any other inconve-
nience than that of being difturbed and fuf-
pected. Her two eldeft daughters pafied
the laft winter at Williamfburgh, where

they were greatly complimented by M. de
Rochambeau and the whole army ¥, Thad

M 3 alfo

% The prudent condu& of the French officers,
and the firi& difcipline of their troops in a country
with different manners, language, and religion, full
_ of inveterate prejudices, and wherein they had very
lately been regarded as natural enemjes, muft ever
be confidered as an epocha and 2 phzromenon, in
the hiftory of policy and {fubordination. Whilit all
ranks of officers were making it their ftudy fuccefs-
fully to conciliate the good opinion of the higher
claffes, nothing could exceed the probity, and urbani-
ty of the common foldiers ; not only did they live
with the American troops in a harmony, hithereto
unknown to allied armies, even of kindred language,
intereft, and religion, but their condu& was irre-
proachable, and even delicate to the inhabitants of
the country. They who predited difcerd on the
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alfo received them in the beft manner I
could, and received the thanks of Mrs.
Bird, with a prefling invitation to come and
fee her; I found myfelf in confequence,
quite at home. I found here alfo my ac-
quaintance, the young Mrs. Bowling, who
was on a vifit to Mr. Mead, a friend and
neighbour of Mrs. Bird’s, who had invited
him and his company to dinner. I pafled
this day therefore very agreeably, and Mr.
and Mrs. Mead, whom I had alfo known at
William{burgh, engaged the company to
dine with them the next day. The river
alone feparates the two houfes, which are
notwithftanding, upwards of a mile dif-
"tant from each other ; but as there is very
little current, the breadth of the water be-
tween them does not prevent it from being
foon paffed. Mr. Mead’s houfe is by no
means

introduftion of a French army, had reafon and ex-
perience on their fide, but the fpirit of policy and
wifdom which prefided in the French councils had
gone forth, and diffufing itfelf through every fubor-
dinate clafs of men, perfuaded even the meaneft ac-
tors in the war, and baffled forefight. Nor was this
one of the leaft extraordinary circumftances of thig
wonderful revolution. - TRANSLATOR,
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means fo handfome as that of Weftover,
‘but it is extremely well fitted up within,
and ftands on a charming fituation; for it
is directly oppofite to Mrs. Bird’s, which,
with its furrounding appendages, has the
appearance of a {mall town, and forms 2
moft delightful profpet. Mr. Mead's gar-
‘den, like that of Weflover, is in the na-
ture of a terrace on the bank of the river,
and is capable of being made ftill more
beautiful, if Mr. Mead preferves his houfe,
and gives fome attention to it; for he is a
philofopher of a very amiable but fingular
turn of mind, and fuch as is particularly
uncommon in Virginia, fince he rarely at-
tends to affairs of intereft, and cannot pre=
vail upon himfelf to make his neggoes
work . He is even fo difgufted with a

culture

4+ Whilft the Tranflator was employed in this paf-
fage, he read in the public prints, the exultation of
a friend to his fellow-creatures, that a Mr, Pleafants,
a quaker on James-River in Virginia, had liberated
his flaves, and made a facrifice of 3000l. fterling to
this noble a& of humanity. The Tranflator knows
the country too well not to feel the force of the Au-~
thor's fubfequent reafoning on the difficulty and
danger of a general emancipation of the negroesy
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culture wherein it is neceflary to make ufe
of flaves, that he is tempted to fell his pof-
feffions in Virginia, and remove to New
England. Mrs. Bird, who has a numerous
family to provide for, cannot carry her phi-
lofophy fo far; but fhe takes great care of
her negroes, makes them as happy as their
fituation will admit, and ferves them herfelf
as a doQor in time of {icknefs. She haseven
made fome interefting difcoveries on the
diforders incident to them, and difcovered
a very falutary method-of treating a fort of
putrid fever which earries them off com-
monly in a few days, and againft which
the pliyficians of the country have exerted
themfelves without fuccefs.

“The 29th, the whole of which day I
{pent at Weftover, furnithes nothing inte-
refting in this journal, except fome infor-
mation I had the opportunity of acquiring
refpecting two forts of animals, of very dif-

ferent

nor after mature refle&ion new, and on the fpot,
s he able to overcome his obje&ions. But God, in
his Divine Providence, forbid that {fo fplendid an
example of a&ive virtue, fhould clath with the unz-

yoidable policy, or the neceflary welfare of fociety |
TRANSLATOR,
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ferent {pecies, the flurgeon and the bumming=
bird. As 1 was walking by the river-fide,
I faw two negroes carrying an immenfe
flurgeon, and on my afking them how they
had taken it, they told me that at this fea-
fon, they were fo common s to be taken
eafily in a fean (a fort of fithing-net), and
that fifteen or twenty were found {ometimes
in the net; but that there was a much
more fimple method of taking them, which
they had juft been ufing. This fpecies of
monfters, which are fo a&ive in the even-
ing as to be pepetually leaping to a great
height above the furface of the water,
ufually fleep profoundly at mid-day +.

Two

+ From General Wafhington’s houfe, which
ftands on the lofty banks of the Potowmack, ina
fituation more magnificent than T can paint to an
European imagination, I have feen for feveral hours
together in a fummer’s evening, hundreds, perhaps
I might {fay thoufands of fturgeon, at a great height
from the water at the fame inftant, fo that the
quantity in the river muft have been inconceivably
great ; but notwithftanding the rivers in Virginia
abound with fith, they are by no means plentiful at
table, fuch is the indolence of the inhabitants !

Mr.
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Two or' three negroes then procced in a
little boat, furmf.hcd with a long cord, at
the

Mr. Lund IWafbington, arelation of the General’s,
and who managed all his affairs during his zine years
abfence with the army, informed me that an En-
glith frigate having come up the Potowmac, a party
was landed who fet fire to and deftroyed fome gen-
tlemen’s houfes on the Maryland fide in fight of
Mount Vernon the General’s houfe, after which the
Captain, (I think Captain Graves of the A&tzon)
fent a boat on fhore to the General’s, demanding a
large fupply of provifions, &c. with a menace of
burning it likewife in cafe of a refufal. To this
meffage Mr. Lund Wathington replied, ‘¢ that when
the General engaged in the conteft he had put all
to ftake, and was well aware of the expofed fituation
of his houfe and property, in confequence of which
he had given him orders by no means to comply
with any fuch demands, for that he would make no
unworthy compromife with the enemy, and wag
ready to meet the fate of his neighbours.” The
Captain was highly incenfed on receiving this an.
fwer, and removed his frigate to the Virginia thore ;
but before he commenced his operations, he fent
another meflage to the fame purport, offering like-
wife a paflport to Mr. Wafhington to come on board :
he returned accordingly in the boat, carrying with
him a {mall prefent of poultry, of which he beg-
gedithe Captain’s acceptance. His prefence produced
the beft effet, he was "hofpitably received notwith«
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the end of which is a fharp iron crook,
which they hold fulpended like a log line.
As foon as they find this line flopped by
fome obftacle, they draw it forcibly to-
wards them, {o as to firike the hook into
the ftargeon, which they either drag out
of the water, or which, after fome firug-

- gling,

flanding he repeated the fame fentiments with the
fame firmnefs, The Captain exprefled his perfonal
refpe for the charadter of the General, commend-
ing the condu& of Mr. Lund Wathington, and af-
fured him nothing but his having mifconceived the
terms of the firft an{wer could have induced him
for a moment to entertain the idea of taking the
fmalleft meafure offenfive to fo illuftrious a charac-
ter 2s the General, explaining at the fame time the
real or fuppofed provocations which had compel-
led his feverity on the other fide of the river. Mr.
Wafhington, after {fpending fome time in perfe& har-
mony on board, returned, and inftantly difpatched
theep, hogs, and an abundant fupply of other ar~
ticles as a prefent to the Englith frigate. The
Tranflator hopes that in the prefent flate of men and
meafures in England, Mr. Graves, or whoever the
Captain of that frigate was, will neither be offended
at this anecdote, nor be afraid to own himfelf the
actor in this generous tranfaétion. Henry 1Vth fup-
plied Paris with provifions whilft he was blockad-
ing it! TRANSLATOR.



172 FR AL S 1N

gling, and lofing all its blood, floats a¢
Iength upon the furface, and is eafily taken.
As for the humming-birds, I faw them
for the firft time, and was never tired of
beholding them. The walls of the garden
and the houfe were covered with honey-
fuckles, which afforded an ample harveft for
thefe charming little animals. I faw them
perpetually flying over the flowers, on which
they feed without ever alighting, for it is by
fupporting themfelves on their wings that
they infinuate their beaks intothe calix of the
flowers. Sometimes they perch, but it is only
for amoment ; it is then only one has an op-
portunity of admiring the beauty of their
plumage, efpecially when oppofite to the {un,
and when in rcmoving their heads, they dif-
play the brilliant enamel of their red necks,
which almoft rival the {plendor of the ruby
or the diamond. It is not true that they
are naturally paffionate, and that they tear
to pieces the flowers in which they find no
honey. I have neyer oblerved any {uch cir-
cumftance myfelf, either at Weftover or
- Williamfburgh ; and the inhabitants of the
country affured me, that they had never
made any fuch obfervation. Thefe birds

appear
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appear only with the flowers, with which
likewife they difappear, and no perfon can
tell what becomes of them. Some are of opi-
nion that they hide themfelves, and remain
torpid the remainder of the year. In fad,
it is difficult to conceive how their wings,
which are fo flight and flender as to be
imperceptible if not in motion, could pof-
fibly refift the winds, and tranfport them
to diftant climates. They are not intract-
able, for 1 have feen one of them, which
was taken a few days before, in no wife
frightened at the perfons who looked at it,
but flew about the room, as in a garden, and
fucked the flowers which they prefented to
it; but itdid not live above a week. Thefe
birds are fo fond of motion, that it is im-
poflible for them to live without the enjoy-
ment of the moft unreftrained liberty. It
is difficult even to catch them, unlefs they
happen, as was the cafe with that I am
{peaking of, to fly into the chamber, or be
driven there by the wind. An inhabitant
of the country, who amufed himfelf in pre-
ferving them for his cabinet, has difcover-
ed a very ingenious method of killing,
without disfiguring them, This is a very

difficult
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difficult undertaking; for a fingle grain of
fmall fhot is a cannon bullet for fo fmall a
creature. ‘This method is to load his gun
with a bladder filled with water. The ex-~
plofion of this water is fufficient to knock
down the humming-bird, and deprive it of

motion.
The reader will certainly not accufe me

of playing the orator, and referving objects
of the greateft magnitude for the end of my
difconrfe; for I fhall here conclude my
journal. Itis unneceffary to {peak of my re-
turn to Williamfburgh, unlefs it be worthy
of remark, that the Chickaboming, which
is only a fecondary river, fince it falls into
that of James, is yet fo wide, fix miles
from its conflux, that I was three quarters
of an hour in paffing it.  But if he will ftill
favour me with his attention, I fhall termi-
nate this long narrative of a fhort journéy,
by fome obfervations on a country I have
travelled through, and inhabited: long
enough to Know it thoroughly.

The Virginians differ effentially from
the inhabitants to the north and eaftward
of the Bay, (of Chefapeak) not only in the |
nature of their climate, that of their foil,

: and
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and the obje&s of cultivation peculiar to it,
but in that indelible character which is
imprinted on every nation at the moment
of its origin, and which by perpetuating
itfelf from generation to generation, jufti-
fies the following great principles, that every
thing which is, partakes of that which bas been.
The difcovery of Virginia dates from the
end of the fixteenth century, and the fettle-
ment of the colony took place at the com-
mencement of the feventeenth. Thefe events.
paffed in the reigns of Elizabeth and James
the firft. The republican and democratical
{pirit was not then common in England ;
that of commerce and navigation was fcarce-
ly in its infancy; and the long wars with
France and Spain had perpetuated, under
another form, the fame military caft given
to the nation by William the Conqueror,
Richard, Coeur de Lion, Edward the third,
and the Black Prince. There were no
longer any Knights Errant, as in the time of
the Croifades, but in their place arofe a num-
ber of adventurers who ferved indifferently
their own country, and foreign powers, and
gentlemen, who difdaining agriculture and
commerce, had no other profeflion but that

of



176 TR AVEDLS LN

of arms; for at that period the military
fpirit maintained the prejudices favourable
to that nobility, from which it was long
infeparable ; befides that the dignity of the
peerage, from being lefs common in Eng-
Jand, gave more eclat and more confiftence
to thofe who pofiefled it by hcreditary
right. The firft colonifts of Virginia were
compofed, in great meafure, of fuch foldiers,
and fuch gentlemen, fome of whom went
in fearch of fortune, and others, of adven-
tures. And in fa&, if the eftablithment
of a colony requires all the induftry of the
merchant and the cultivator, the difcovery,
and conqueft of unknown countries feems
more peculiarly adapted to the ideas of the
warlike and romantic.  Accordingly the
firft company which obtained the exclufive
property of Virginia, was principally com-
pofed of men the moft diftinguithed by
their rank or birth ; and though all thefe
illuftrious proprietors did not actually be-
come colonifts, feveral of them were not
afraid to pafs the feas; and a Lord Delaware
was amongft the firft Governors of Virginia.
It was natural therefore for thefe new co-
lonifts, who were filled with military prin«

: ciples,
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ciples, and the prejudices of nobility, to
carry them into the midft even of the fa=
vages whofe lands they were ufurping; and
of all our European ideas, thefe were what
the unpolithed tribes moft readily conceiv-
ed. I know that there now remains but
an inconfiderable number of thefe ancient
families, but they have retained a great
eftimation, and the firt impulfe once given,
it is not’in the power of any legiflator, nor
even of time itfelf, wholly to deftroy its ef-
fe@. The government may become demo-
cratic, as it is at the prefent moment; but
the national charater, the fpirit of the
government itfelf, will be always ariftocra-
tic. Nor can this be doubted, when we
take into confideration another caufe, co-
operating with the former; I mean to
{peak of flavery ; not that it is any mark
of diftinGion, or peculiar privilege to pof-
fefs’ negroes, but becaufe the empire men
exercife over them cherithes vanity and
floth, two vices which accord wonderfully
with the already eftablithed prejudices. It
will, doubtlefs, beatked, how thefe prejudi=

Vor.Il, N ces
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ces have been brought to coincide withra're=
volution founded on  fuch:different princi=
ples. - I fhall anfwer that they have even
perhaps contributed to produce it. That
whilft the revolt of New England was the
refult of feafon and calculation, pride pof=
fibly had no inconfiderable fThare in dictat«
ing the meafures of Virginia. . T fhall add,
what ' I -have above hinted, “that in-the
beginning, even the indolence:of ‘this peos
ple may have been ufeful to- them, as it
obliged them to rely upon a fmall numbet
of virtuous'and enlightened citizens, who
led them farther than they would have pros
céeded, without a guide, -had they confult=
ed only their own difpofitionss” “For it muft
‘be allowed, that Virginia ftepped forth with
‘@ good grace, “at the very commencement
:of thetroubles ; that the was the firft to of-
-fer fuccours tothe Boftonians, and the firft
ralfo to fet on foot ‘a confiderable body of
-troops. But it may likewife be obferved,
“thatas foon as the new legiflature was efta-
“blifhed, and when, inftead of leaders, the had
@& government, the mafs of citizens was

| taking



NORTH-AMERICA. irg

-taking part in that government, the national
chara&er prevailed, and every thing went
-worfe .and worfe. ‘Thus; ftates, like indi-
.viduals,’ are born with a particular com-
plexion, the bad effeéts of which may be
cotreé&ted by regimen and habits, but can
never be entirely changed. Thus, legifla-
-tors, like phyficians, ought never to flatter
them{elves that they can beftow, at pleafure,
a particular temperament on bodies politic,
_butftrive to difcover what they already have,
and thence ftudy to remedy the inconve-
niencies, and multiply the advantages re-
fulting from it. ‘A general glance at the
_different States of ‘America will ferve to
juftify this opinion. . The people of New
England had no other motive for fettling
in the New World, than to efcape from the
arbitrary power of their monarchs, who, at
once, fovereigns of the ftate, and heads of
the church, exercifed at that period the
double tyranny of defpotifm and intoler-
ance. They were not adventurers, they
were men who withed to live in peace, and
who laboured for their fubfiftence, Their

N 2 ptincipk’
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principles taught them ‘equality, and dil-
pofed them to induftrious purfuits. The
foil, naturally barren, affording them but
feanty refources, they attached ghcm-
felves to fithing and navigation ; and at
this hour, they are ftill friends to equality
and induftry ; they are fithermen and navi-
gators.  The ftates of New-York, and the
Jerfeys, were peopled by neceffitous Dutch-
men who wanted land in their own country,
and occupied themfelves more about domefs
tic cconomy than the public government,
Thefe people have preferved the fame cha-
‘raer ; their interefts, their efforts, fo to
{peak, are perfonal ; their views are con-
“centered in their families, and it is only
“from neceflity that thefe families are form-
‘ed into a State.  Accordingly, when Gene-
ral Burgoyne was on his march to Albany,
the New Englandmen chiefly contributed
to impede his progrefs ; and, if the inhabi-
tants of the State of New-York and of the
Jerfeys have often taken arms, and dif play-~
-ed courage, it is becaufe the former were
“animated by an inveterate hatred againft the

' favages,
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favages, which generally preceded the En-
glith armies %, and the latter were excited
N 3 \ to

¥ The employing the Indians, independent of the
meafure, it is now pretty generally admitted, produ-
ced confequences dire@ly oppofite to the intereft of
Great Britain ;- uniting the inhabitants of all the
countries liable to their incurfions as one man againtt
them and their allies, and producing fuch bloody
fcenes of | inveterate animofity and vengeance as
make human nature fhudder. The following nar-
rative will prove how far men of all cafts, colours,
and religions, refemble each other in fimilar fitua-
tions, and to what lengths even the chriftians of an
enlightened age can go, when compelled to a& un-
der the guidance of the worft paffions. The inha-
bitants of the back frontiers of Penfylvania, goad-
ed to fury by the ravages committed on them by the
Indians, and by the murder of their families and
kindred, collefted the militia in the beginning of
1782, and took the field againft their favage intru-
ders. In one of their excurfions they fell in with a
{fmall tribe of chriftian Indians, called the AZu/fkin-
gums, who being fufpefted of attachment to the
Americans, had been for fome time confined at De-
troit, and were releafed only on condition of obfer-
ving 2 ftri& neutrality, fince they could not be per-
fuaded to take arms. Thefe unhappy wretches, to
the number of about two hundred, returning t@
their habitations, were employed in putting theit
feed-corn into the ground, when they were furprif~
ed by the American militia, In vain did they WES
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to take perfonal vengeance for the excefles
committed by the troops of the enemys,
when

their fituation, and their fufferings from the Britifh;
they were Jndians, and their captors, men who had
loft fons, brothers, fathers, wives or children in
this horrid war ; no other plea was neceflary to palliate
their meditated vengeance. The Indians were fhut
up in a barn, and ordered to prepare for death, but
with this barbarous confolation, that, as they were
converted chriftians, they fhould be allowed a re-
ipite till the next morning. The innocent viétims
{pent the night in finging Moravian hymns, and in
other afts of chriftian devotion ; and in the morn-
ing were led, men, women, and children, to the
{laughter, and butchered by their fellow worfhippers
of the meek Jefus! The Moravians at Bethlehem
and Nazareth, whofe miffionaries had converted
them, miade firang reprefentations to Congrefs on
the fubjeét. -1 was at Philadelphia when the news
arrived ; and it is but juftice to fay, that horror was
painted on every countenance, and every mind was
atwork to devife ‘expedients for avenging this atroy
cious murder; but after various efforts, both Con-
grefs and the Aflembly of the State were found un-
equal to the punifhment of thefe affaffins, who were
armed, diftant from the feat.of government, the
~only fafeguard and prote&ion of the frontiers, and
- from their own favage nature alone fit to cope with
~the dreadful gnemy brought into aftien by the Bii.
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when they over-ran the country *. If you.
go further to the fouth, and pafs the Dela
ware, you,will find that the government of
Penfylvania, in its origin, was founded on
two very oppofite principles; it was a go-
vernment of property, a government in it-
felf feodal, or, if you will, patriarchal, but
the {pirit of which was the greateft tolera~
tion, and the moft compleat liberty. Penn’s
family at firt formed the vain project of
eftablithing a fort of Urgpia, or perfect go-
vernment, and afterwards of deriving the
greateft poflible advantage from their im-
menfe property, by attralling foreigners
from all parts. Here it arifes that the peo-
ple of Penfylvania have no chara&eriftic
aflimilation, that they are intermingled and
confounded, and more a&tuated to individyal,
than to public liberty, more inclined toanar-

chy

* The murder committed on Mrs. Maxwell, the
wife of a refpe&table and popular clergyman in the
Jerfeys, and afterwards on himfelf, with fimilar aéts
of cruelty perpetrated by a licentious foldiery, and
unpr:ncxplcd refugees, inflamed the minds of a great
body of the inhabitants, particularly of the Durch
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chy than to democracy®. Maryland, fubject=
ed in the firft infltance to a proprietary go~
vernment,

and their defcendants, who, as the Marquis ob-:
{erves, were certainly difpofed at leaft to a neutrality.
TRANSLATOR.

#* The Irith and the Germans form the moft
numerous part of the inhabitants of Penfylvania,
The latter, if I am not miftaken, conftitutes a
fifth, if not a fourth, of the whole number, and
arc 2 moft ufeful, induftrious body of men, well
werfed in the mechanic arts and agriculture. 1 have
travelled feveral days in the interior parts of that
ftate, and heard fcarcely any other language than
German, the ads of Congrefs, and the State
are promulgated in that language, German Ga-
zettes are publifhed at Philadelphia, and in gene-
ral they proved themfelves true friends to the re~
volution.  Congrefs availing themfelves of this
circumftance, very politically encamped the Brun{-
wick, and other German troops taken with Bur-
goyne, near the town of Reading, where I faw them.
The neighbourhood abounding with their country-
men, the men had permiffion to work at harveft,
and other trades, and foon formed connexions with
the females of the country. Calculating their market
price, and the obligation they lay under to reftore
them, or their prime coft, they took every meafure
to prevent them from remaining in the country ; for
which purpofe, they tranfmitted but fmall fums at
‘a time by their commiffaries from New-York, tak-
ing care to keep large arrcars in their hands, as a
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vernment, and confidered only as a private
domain, remained long in a ftate of the moft
abfolute dependence. 'This is the firft time
the merits to be regarded as a ftate ; but this
ftate feems to be forming under good aufpi-
ces ; fhe may become of great weight after
the prefent revolution, becaufe the was for-
merly of no fignificance. The two Carolinas
and Georgia are next to be confidered ; butI
am not fuflicientlyacquainted with thefethree
{tates to hazard on them any obfervations,
which may notbe fo juft in fact as they ap-
pear to me; but which are at leaft of a deli-
cate nature, and require more than a {uper-
ficial examination. I only know, that North
Carolina, peopled by Scotfmen, brought
thither by poverty, rather than by induftry,
is a prey to allts of pillage, and to internal

diffen-

temptation for their return. But all thefe precau-
tions were, as may naturally be imagined, but of
a partial effe®, with men habitnated to a country
.of freedom, wherein they felt themfelves reftored to
their natural rights, and animated by the example of
their countrymen, enjoying the full comforts of their
honeft induftry ; contrafted too with the degraded
ftate of a wretched mercenary, held up to fale by
his arbitrary mafter, TRANSLATOR.



186 TRAVELS:IN

diffentions™ : that South Carolina, poflef~
fing a commerce, wholly of exportations
owes

% T¢is true that a great number of Scotfmen are
ettled in North Carolina, but that they were not
even the majority of the inhabitants, is very appa-
rent from the cvents of ‘the late revolution ; for the
Scots, though loyalifts nearly to a man, were re.
peatedly defeated, and finally cruthed by the mili-
tia of the country. Notwithftanding her efforts ap-
peared lefs concentered, and more vaguely direfted,
owing to the local circumftances of the province,
and the difperfed ftate of the inhabitants, rather
than difinclination to the caufe, North Carolina
rendered moft eflential fervices, by her exertions in
the field, and the Delegates the fent to Congrefs. Her
conftitution of government, contraéted as it is, is
not perhaps inferior to many in the confederacy, and
befpeaks the wifdom of ¢ the enlightened few,” to
which the Marquis attributes the wife councils af
Virginia. It was the North Carolina militia which
gave the firft turn to the ruined affairs of America
to the fouthward, by their fpirited attack and defeat
of Colonel Ferguffon at King’s Mountain. The
Tranflator, who was then in England, received, by
a private channel, the firft intelligence of that im

" portant event, which he communicated to the pub.
lic ; but the circumftances of the furprife of alarge
body of Britifh troops, flufhed with the capture of
‘Charleftown, and the victory at Camden, by a body

4
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owes its exiftence to its fea-ports, efpecially
to that ofCharle&own,whxch has rapidly in--

creafed,

of 1600 borfemen, from the back country of North
Carolina, appeared fo extraordinary, that he could
not obtain credit for the faét, either with the friends
tp America, or the minifterial party in that coun-
try. ‘The Minifters had no intelligence of the mat-
ter, and the eafterly winds then happening to pre-
vail for a period of fix weeks, it was treated as a fic-
tion, both in and out of Parliament, and the T'ranf-
lator as an enthufiaft or a fabricator of falfe news.
Time, however, verified the fact, which he Knew to
be authentic, to its full extent, viz. that Colonel
Ferguffon, with eight hundred Britifh troops, had
been furprized ; himfelf {lain, and lns whole force
defeated by fixteen hundred Carolina militia, mount-
ed on horfeback, haftily colleéted, and commanded
by a few militia Colonels ! This fpirited and fuccefs-
ful enterprize, with its confequences, merits certainly
a confpicuous place in the hiftory of this great revo-
lution ; for, like the furprize at Trenton, it changed
the whole face of affairs, and reftored energy to the
friends of America in that important feat of war.
North Carolina is a very fine country, beautifully
diverfified with pleafant hills, large vallics, and noble
rivers, though none of them is navigable for vef«
{els above 8o tons, except the rivers Fear and Claren-
don j yet as they interfet the country in every direc-
tion, they are admirably calculated for inland navi-
gatibn. There are, for this reafon, no laige towns,
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creafed, and is become a commercial town,
in which ftrangers abound, as at Marfeilles
and Amfterdam® : that the manners there
are confequently polifhed and eafy : that the
inhabitants love pleafure, the arts, and fo-
ciety ; and that this country is more Euro-

pean in its manners than any in America.
Now, if there be any accuracy in this
fketch, let me defire the reader to compare
the fpirit of the American States with
their prefent government. I defire him to
form

but from the various produce of this ftate, and the
rapid increafe of ‘population, the white inhabitants,
now amounting to near two hundred thoufand ; there
is every reafon to believe that it will become not one
of the leaft confiderable on the continent, nor will
the philofopher view the circumftances which forbid
the formation of large towns, as an evil, either in
-this country or in Virginia, TrANSLATOR,
* The author.here refers to the former fituation
of the province ; but, as I have already mentioned,
the interior of this extenfive ftate is daily peopling
with 2 race of héalthy, induftrious planters, and ig
highly fufceptible of every fpecies of improvemient,
As for fea-ports, there are none worth mentioning
but Charleftown ; and as for Georgia, its pofition is
in every refpe& fimilar to that of South Carolina. .
TP.ANSLATOR._
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form the comparifon at the prefent moment,
in twenty, or in fifty years hence, and Tam
perfuaded, that fince all thefe ‘governments
refemble each other, as they are all democra=
tical, he will ftill difcover the traces of that
original charader, of that fpirit which pre-
fides at the formation of people, and at the*
eftablithment of natiens. '
Virginia will retain this difcriminating
charaer longer than the other States; whe-
ther it be that prejudices are more du-
rable, the more abfurd, and the more fri-
volous they are, or that thofe which injure
a part only of the human race, are more
fubje& to remark than thofe which affect all
mankind. In the prefent revolution, the
ancient families have feen, with pain, new
men occupying diftinguithed fituations in
the army, and in the magiftracy ; and the
Tories have even hence drawn advantages,
to cool the ardour of the lefs zealous of the
Whigs. But the popular party have main=
tained their ground, and it is only to be
regretted that they have not difplayed the
fame altivity in combating the Englifh, as in
difputing precedences, Itisto be apprehend-
‘ ed,
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ed, however, that circumftances becoming
lefs favourable to them, on a peace, they
may be obliged entirely to give way, or. to
fupport themfelves by facions, which muft
neceffarily difturb the order of fociety. But
if Reafon ought to blufh at beholding fuch
.« prejudices {o ftrongly eftablithed amongft a
new people, H umanity has {till more to {uf-
fer from the ftate of poverty, in which a
great number of white people lives in Vir-
ginia. It is in this country that I faw poor
petfons, for the firft time, after I pafied the
fea; for, in the midft of thofe rich planta-
tions, where the negro alone is wretched,
miferable huts are often to be met with, in-
habited by whites, whofe wane looks, and
ragged garments; befpeak poverty.' At firft
I was puzzled to explain to myfelf, how, in
a country where there is ftill fo much land
to clear, ‘men who do not refufe to work,
thould remain in mifery ; but I have fince
learned, that all thefe ufelefs territories,
thefe immenfe eftates, with which Virgi-
nia is covered, have their proprietors. No-
thing is more common than to fee fome of
them poﬁ‘eﬂing five or fix thoufand acres of
land,



NORTH-AMERICA. ¥or

land, who clear out only as much as their
negroes can cultivate ; yet will they not
give, nor even fell the finalleft portion of
them, becaufe they form a part of their
pofieflions, and. they are in hopes of one
day augmenting the number of their ne-
groes.. Thefe white men, without fortune,
and frequently without indufiry, are ftrait-
ened, therefore, on every fide, and reduced
to the fmall.number of acres they are able to
acquire. Now, the land not being good in
general in America™, efpecially in Virginia,
a confiderable number of them is necefiary,

in

- ¥ The land, within the mountains, m the hitherto
fettled parts of North America, are not in general
very good, and itis of thefe only that the Marquis
{peaks ; but as the authors of the Nouvelle Encyclos
pedie obferve, in their new article of the United States,
this muft have been the cafe in almoft every new
country, the foil of Europe having been meliorated
by the progrefs of population, the quantity of ma.
nure, and the means by which the earth is pros
tetted from the effeéts of heavy rains, &c. by care
-and cultivation. Abbé Raynal’s remarks on this
fubje&, in his laft work, called the Revolution of
America, difcover fo much ignorance as fcarcely to
imerit the elaborate difcuffion beftowed on them by
the ingenious authors of the Encyc/opedie, who have



197 TRAVELS IN

in order to clear it with fuccefs, becaufs
they “are’ the cattle from which the cul-
tivator derives his aid and his fubfiftence.
To the caftward are a great number of clear~
ed grounds, but the portions-of land which
are eafily purchafed there, and for almoft
pothing, confift always of at leaft two -hun~
dred acres; befides, that to the fouthward,
the climate is lefs healthy, and the new fet-
tlers, without partaking of the wealth of
Virginia, fhare all the inconveniencies of
the climate, and even the indolence it in«

{pires*.
Beneath
likewife tranfcribed from him feveral important paf-
fages, which have been ably and fully refuted by Mr,
Payne. TRANSLATOR.

# The indolence and diffipation of the middling
and lower clafles of white inhabitants of Virginia, are
fuch as to give pain to every refle€ting mind. Horfe~
racing, cock-fighting, and boxing-matches, are ftand-
ing amufements, for which they negleét all bufinefs ;
and in the latter of which they condu@ themfelves
with a barbarity worthy of their favage neighbours,
“The fevocious practice of ftage-boxing in England,
is urbanity, compared with the Virginian mode of
fighting, In their combats, unlefs fpecially preclud-
ed, they are admitted (to ufe their own term) ¢ to
bite, b-1l-=ck, and goudge,” which operations, when,
the firft onfet with fifts is over, confifts in faftening
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. Beneath this clafs of inhabitants, we muft
Place the negroes, whofe fituation would be
hll

on the nofe or -ears of*their adverfaries with their
teeth, feizing him by the genitals, and dexteroufly
fcooping out an eye ; on which account it is no un-
common circumftance to meet men in the prime of
youth, deprived of one of thofe organs. This is
no traveller’s exaggeration, I fpeak from knowledge
and obfervation. In the fummer months it is very
common to make a party on horfeback to a limeftone
{pring, near which there is ufually fome little hut
with {pirituous liquors, if the party are not them-
felves provided, where their debauch frequently ter-
minates in a boxing-match, a horfe-race, or perhaps
both. During a day’s refidence at Leefburg, I was
myfelf accidentally drawn into one of thefe parties,
where I foon experienced the ftrength of the liquor,
which was concealed by the refrefhing coolnefs of the
water. While we were feated round the {pring, at
the edge of a delightful wood, four or five countiy-
men arrived, headed by a veteran cyclops, the ter-
ror of the neighbourhood, ready on every occafion
to rifk his remaining eye. We foon found ourfelves. -
under the neceffity of relinquithing our pofts, and:
making our efcape from thefe fellows, who evi-
dently fought to provoke a quarrel. On our return
home, whilft I was rejoicing at our good fortune,
and admiring the moderation of my company, we
arrived at a plain {pot of ground by a wood fide, on
which my horfe no fooner fet foot, than taking the
bit between his teeth, off he went at full fpeed, at-
Vor.lIl (9] tended



i TRAVELS IN

ftill more lamentable, did not their natu~
ral infenﬁbi]ity extenuate, in fome degree, -
the {ufferings annexed to flavery. On fee-
ing them ill lodged, ill cloathed, and often
oppreffled with labour, I concluded that
their treatment was as rigorous as elfewhere,
1 have been affured, however, that it is ex-
extremely mild, in comparifon with what
they fuffer in the fugar colonies; and, in
‘truth, you do mot ufually hear, as at Saing
Domingo,

tended by the hoops and hallowings of my compa-
nions. An Englithman is not eafily thrown off his
guard on horfeback ; butat the end of half a mile
my horfe ftopped fhort, as if he had been fhot, and
threw me with confiderable violence over his head ;
my buckle, for I was without boots, entangled me
in the ftirrap, but fortunately broke into twenty
pieces. The company rode up, delighted with the
adventure ; and it was then, for the firft time, I dif-
covered that I bad been purpofely induced, by one of
my friends, to change horfes with him for the after-
noon ; that his horfe had been accuftomed to fimilay
exploits on the fame race ground ; that the whole of
the bufinefs was neither more nor lefs than 3
Virginian piece of pleafantry ; and that my friends
thought they had exhibited great moderation ipn-
not expofing me, at the fpring, to the effe@s of
“ biting, bell-=king, and goudging.” TRANSLATOR.
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Domingo, and Jamaica, the found of whips,
and the cries of the unhappy wretches whofe
bodies they are tearing to pieces®. This
arifes from the general charaGer of the

O 2 Virginians,

# During the Tranflator’s refidence in the Weft In-
dies, he took confiderable pains to informi himfelf of
the different modes of treatment of the negroes, by
the principal European nations, poflefling colonies
in that quarter of the globe, the refult of which
was, that the Dutch are the moft cruel; the Englith
more humane ; the French ftill more fo; and the
Spaniards the moft indulgent mafters. He was great-
ly firack with this gradation, the truth of which
feemed to be confirmed by his own obfervations ; but
he leaves it to others to decide what influence the va-
rious forms of government, and the religious prin-
ciples or prejudices of each of thefe nations, may
have in the operation of this feeming paradox. A
lover of truth will never thrink from the difcuffion
of any queftion interefting to humanity, whatever
be his political or religious bias. The Tranflator,
from impulfe, and from reafon, is a firenuous afler-
tor of the rights and original equality of mankind ;
but it is an old remark, that Republicans are the
worft mafters, a pofition which purfued through the
above fucceflion, feems in fome meafure to receive
a confirmation; yet to him appears unaccountable
from any given principles, unlefs it be the arifto-

cratic principles, which, to the misfortune of man=

Kind, have hitherto uniformly taken pofieflion of all
the
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Virginians, which is more mild than that
of the inhabitants of the fugar iflands, who
confift almoft entirely of rapacious men,
cager and prefling to make fortunes to re-
turn to Europe. Another reafon is, that
the produce of their culture not being of {o
much value, labour is not urged on them
with fo much feverity ; and, to do juftice
to both, it is becaufe the negroes, on their
fide, are notfo much addicted tocheating and
thieving as in the iflands. For the propa-
gation of the black fpecies being very rapid,
and very confiderable here, the greateft part
of the negroes are born in the country ; and
it is remarked that they are generally lefs de-
praved than thofe imported from Africa. 1
muft likewife do the Virginians the juftice
to declare, that many of them treat their
negroes with great humanity., I muft add
likewife, a ftill more honourable teftimo-

ny,

the republican governments, and baffled the forefight
of the virtuous and good. But there is reafon to hope
that the democracies of America will form a bril-
liant and confoling exception to the triumphant re-~
proaches of the idolators of regal power.
TRANSLATOR,
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ny, that in géneral they feem affli@ed - to-
have any flavery, and are conftantly talk<
ing of abolithing it, and of contriving fome
other means of cultivating their eftates.
It is true that thisopinion, which'is almoft
generally received, is infpired by different
motives. The phtlofophers, and the young
men, who are almoft all’ educated in the
principles of a found philofophy®, regard
nothing but juftice, and the rights of hu-
manity. ~ The fathers of families, and fuch
as are principally occupied with {fchemes of
intereft, complain that the maintenance ef
their negroes is very expenfive ; that their
labour is neither {o producive nor fo cheap,
as that of day labourers, or white fervants ;
and, laftly, that epidemical diforders, which
are very common, render both their pro-
perty and their revenue extremely precari-

O 3 ous.

* The truthis, that the prevalent relifion of the
principal inhabitants in America, and particalarly
to the Southward, is pure deifm, called by the name
of Philofophy in Europe, a {pirit- which has contri-
buted in no {inall degree to the revolution, and pro-
duced their unfettered conftitutions of freedom and
toleration. TRANSLATOR.
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_ous.  However this may be, it is fortunate
that different motives concur in difgufting
men with that tyranny which they exercite
upon their fellow creatures at leaft, if not
people entirely of the fame {pecies ; for the
more we regard the negroes, the more muft
we be petfuaded that the difference between
them and us, confifts in fomething more
than complexion. ~As for the reft, it can-
not be denied that it is a very delicate point
to abolith flavery in America. The negroes
in Virginia amount to two hundred thou-
fand. They equal at leaft, if they do not
exceed, the number of white men. Ne-
ceffarily united by intereft, by the confor-
mity of their fituation, and the fimilarity
of colour, they would unqueftionably form
a diftin& people, from whom neither fuc-
cour, virtue, nor labour, could be expected.
Sufficient attention has not been paid to the
difference between flavery, fuch as it exifts
in our colonies, and the flavery which was
generally eftablithed among the ancients,
A white flave had no other caufe of humi-
liation, than his actual ftate ; on his being
freed, he mixed immediately with free men,

and
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and became their equal. Hence that emu-
lation among the flaves to obtain their liber-
ty, either as a favour, or to purchafe it with’
the fruit of their labour. There were two
advantages in this; the pofiibility of en-
franchifing them without danger, and that
ambition which almoft generally tock place
among them, and turned to- the ‘advantage
of morals, and of induftry. ~ But in the pre-
{ent cafe, it is-not only the {lave who is be-
aeath his mafter, it is the negro who is be-
neath the white man. No ac of enfranchife-
iment can efface this unfortunate diftinction ;
accordingly we do not fee the negroes very
anxious to obtain their freedom, nor much
pleafed when they have obtained it. The
free negroes continue to live with the negro
{laves, and never with the white men, info-
much that intereft alone makes them de-
firous of quitting flavery, when they are
endowed with a particular induoftry,of which
they wifh to reap the profits. It appears,
therefore, that there is no other method of
abolithing {lavery, than by getting rid of
the negroes, a meafure which muft be very
gradually adopted. 'The beft expedient
; ~would
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would B€ to export a great number of males,
and toencourage the marriage of white men
with the females. For this purpofe the law
muft be abrogated which tranfmits flavery
by the fide of the mother; or it might be
enaéted, that every female flave thall become,
1}Sfa faéto, free, by marrying a free man.
From refpect to property, perhaps it might
be juft to require of the latter, a compenfa-
tion to be fixed by law, to be paid either in
labour .or in money, as an indemnity to
the proprietors of the negrefs ; but it is
certain, at all events, that fuch a law, aided
by the iliicit, but .already well eftablithed
commerce between the white men and ne-
grefles, could not fail of giving birth to a
race of mullattoes, which would produce
another of Quarterons, and fo on until the

colour fhould be totally effaced. |
But I have enlarged fufficiently on this
fubject, which has not efcaped the policy
and philofophy of the prefent age. I have
only to apologize for not having treated it
with declamation ; but it has always been
my opiﬁion that eloquence can influence
é:only the 'rqfolqtions of the moment, and
: that
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that every thing which can only be effe&ted
by time alone, muft be the refult of reafeon;
. 1t is not difficult, however, 10 add ten or 2
dozen pages to thefe refletions, which are
to be confidered as a fymphony compofed
only of the principal parts, cor corni ad Ji-
bitum.

We have feen the inconveniencies of {la-
very, and of the too extenfive poffeflion of
territory in Virginia ; let us now examine
the inconfiderable number of advantages
arifing from them. The Virginians have
the reputation, and with reafon, of living
nobly in their houfes, and of being hofpi-
table; they give ftrangers not only a will-
ing, but a liberal reception. This arifes,
on one hand, from their having no large
towns, where they may affemble, by which
means they are little acquainted with fo-
ciety, except from the vifits they make;
and, on the other, their lands and their
negroes furnifhing them with every arti-
cle of confumption, and the neceflary fer-
vice, this renowned hofpitality cofts them
very little. Their houfes are fpacious, and
ornamented, but their apartments are not

s¢ommo-
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commodious ; they make no ceremony of
putting three or four perfons into the fame
room* ; nor do thefe make any objeltion
to their being thus heaped together; for
being in general ignorant of the comfort of
reading and writing, they want nothing in
their whole houfe but a bed, a dining-room,
and a drawing-room for company. The
chief magnificence of the Virginians con-
fifts in furniture, linen, and plate ; in which
they refemble our anceftors, who-had nei-
ther cabinets nor wardrobes in their caftles,
but contented themfelves with a well-ftored
cellar, and 'a bandfome buffet. If they
fometimes diflipate their fortunes, it is by
gaming, hunting, and horfe-racest; bug

the

* Throughout America, in private houfes, ag
wellas in the inns, feveral people are crowded toges
ther in thefame room ; and in the latter it very com-
monly happens, that after you have been fome time
in bed, a ftranger of any condition, (for there is little
diftin€tion) comes into the room, pulls off his clothes,
and places himfelf, without ccremony,'betwe_en your
theets. TRANSLATOR.

+ I have already fpoken of horfe races, but it is
with regret T add, that the general fpirit of gaming is
prevalent,in this as well as in all the United States,

but
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the latter . are of fome utility, inafmuch
as they encourage the breed of ~horfes,
which are really very handfome in Virgi-
nia. We fee that the women have little
fhare in the amufements of the men ; beau-
ty here ferves only to procure them huf-
bands ; for the moft wealthy planters, giv-
ing but a fmall fortune with their daugh-
ters, their fate is ufually decided by their
figure.. The confequence of this is, that
they are often pert and coquettifh before,
and forrowful helpmates after marriage.
The luxury of being ferved by flaves {till
farther augments their natural indolence ;
they are always {urrounded by a great num-
ber of them, for their own fervice, and that
of their children, whom they content them-
felves with fuckling only. ‘They, as well
as their hufbands, pay attention to them
when young, and negle& them when grown
up. We may fay in general of the Ame-
ricans, as of the Englifh, that they are -

very

but more particularly throughout the fouthern ones,
which has already been attended with fuicide, and all
its baneful confequences, TRANSLATOR.
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very fond of their infants, and eare little foy
their ‘children, 1t would be a delicate dif-
cufficn, perhaps, to enquire, whether this
be really a natural fentiment, and whether
our conduék, which is very different, be not
the refult of felf-love, or of ambition; but
we may fafely affirm, that the care we take
“of ours, is a means of attaching ourfelves
to them, and of enfuring their reciprocal
attachment ; a fentiment the noblenefs and
utility of which cannot be contefted™.
* 1 was defirous of celebrating the virtues
peculiar to the Virginians, and in fpite of
my withes, I am obliged to limit myfelf to
their magnificence and hofpitality. It is
not in my power to add generofity ; for they
are ftrongly attached to t.heir interefts ; and
their great ricﬁes, joined to their preten-
fions, gives more deformity to this vice. [
ought

* I confefs myfclfat alofs to difcover from wha,
{ource of obfervation the author has derived the fa&
on which he reafons fo ingenioufly. Perhaps it ig
the fecret {pirit of national prejudice that has led me,
who was bori an Englithman, to reverfe the remark,
as applied to the two countries of France and Eng_;
land ; but I leave the faét and the difcuffion to morg
acute obfervers. TRANSLATOR,
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ought, in the firft inflance, to have [treat-
ed of the article of religion ; but there is
nothing remarkable refpeting it in - this
country, except the facility with which they
difpenfe with ‘it. The eftablithed religion,
previous to the Revolution, was that of the
Church of England, which we know re-
quires Epifcopacy, and that every Prlcﬂ:
muft be ordained by a Blﬁlop Before the
war, perfons deftined to the Church, went
to England, to ftudy and to be ordained. It
is impofiible, therefore, in the prefent cir-
cumftances, to fupply the vacancies of the
Paftors who drop off. 'What has been the
confequence of this? That the churches
have remained fhut ; the people have done
without a  Paftor, and not a thought has
been employed towards any fettlement of
an Englith church, independent of Eng-
land*. The moft complete toleration is
eftablithed ;- but the other communions

have

* During the war there was a great fcarcity of
Minifters of the Epifcopal Church, on account of
the numbers of that body who attached themfelves
to England, which was pretty generally the cales

but after the peace, many young Americans, deftin~
guithed
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have made no acquifition from the loffes of
the former ; each fe@ has remained in its
original fituation ; and this fort of religious
interregnum, has been produ&ive of no dif-
order. The clergy have befides received a
fevere check in the new conftitution, which
excludes them from all fhare in the govern-
ment, even from the right of voting at

ele&tions,

guifhed for the gown, finding a repugnance on the
part of the Englith Bifhops, got ordained by the
Nonjuring Bifhops in Scotland. An aét has at length
pafled, however, to authorize the ordination of Fo-
reign Clergy by the Englifh Bithops, which is evi-
dently intended to promote the caufe of the Hier-
archy in the United States. T fhall here take the op-
portunity of mentioning, that on account of the
great fearcity of Bibles, a new edition was publifhed
by one Aikin,-a printer, of Philadelphia, by order
of Congrefs, under the infpe&ion of the Reverend
Mr. White, brother-in-law to Mr. Morris, .and
the other Chaplain to that body ; but fuch are an-
cient prejudices, that very few of the zealous follow_
ers either of Luther or of Calvin, could be brcmght
to look upon itas the genuine old book. The wary
devotees, dreaded, no doubt, fimilar errors to that
for which the Company of Stationers were muléed
in the time of King Charles; the omiffion of the
negative in one of the Commandments, by printing
¢ Thou /balt do murder.” TRANSLATOR.
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eleCtions, It is true that the judges and
lawyers are fubje@ed to the fame exclufion,
but that is from another motive ; to prevent
the public intereft from falling into compe-
tition with that of individuals. The legif-
lator dreaded the re-action of thefeinterefts ;
it has been thought proper, in fhort, to form
a fort of feparate body in the State, under
the name of the Judicial Body. Thefe ge-
neral views are perhaps falutary in them-
felves ; but they are attended with an incon-
venience at the prefent moment ; for the
lawyers, who are certainly the moft enlight-
cned part of the, community, are removed
from the civil councils, and the adminiftra-
tion is entrufted either to ignorant, or to
the leaft fkilful men. This is the princi-
pal obje&tion made in the country to the
prefent form of government, which to me
appears excellent in many refpects. It is
every where in print, and eafily to be pro-
cured 5 but I fhall endeavour to give atketch
of it in a few words. It is compofed, 1ft.
Of the Aflembly of Deputies, named by the
cities and counties, 2 body correfponding
with the Houfe of Commons. 2dly. Of a

Senate,
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Senate, the members of . which are eleCted
by feveral united counties, in a greater or
lefs number, according to the population of
the counties, which anfwers to the Houfe
of Peers. 3dly. Of an Executive Council,

of which the Governor is preﬁdeﬂt, and thc
members chofen by the two Chambers; a
fubftitute for the executive power Of the
King in England®.

It is not by accident that I have poft-
poned the confideration of every thing re-
fpecting the progrefs of the Arts and Scien-
ces in this country, until the conclufion of
my refleCtions on Virginia; I have done it
exprefsly becaufe the mind, after beftowing
its attention on the variety of human infti-
tutions, repofes itfelf with pleafure on thofe
which tend to the perfeGtion of the under-
ftanding, and the progrefs of information ;
and above all, becaufe having found inyfelf
under the neceflity of fpeaking lefs advan-

iageouﬂy

# Sec the Conftitutions of the different Stateg
republifhed in England by the Reverend M. ]ack-
fon, and the excellent tranflation from the original,
with notes, publifhed in Paris by the Dukc de la
Rockefoucaulr. TRrRANsLATOR,
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tageoufly of this State than I wifhed to have
done, 1 am happy to conclude with an ar-
ticle, which is wholly in their commenda-
tion. The College of William and Mary,
whofe founders are announced by the very
. name, is a noble eftablifhment which em-

bellithes Williamfburg, and does honour to
Virginia. 'The beauty of the edifice is fur-
pafled by the richnefs of its library, and
that, ftill farther by the diftinguithed merit
of feveral of the Profeffors, fuch as the
Do&ors Maddifon, Wythe, Bellini, &c. &c.
who may be regarded as living books, at
once affording precepts and examples. I
mutit likewife add, that the zeal of thefe
Profeflors has been crowned with the
moft diftinguifhed fuccefs, and that they
have already formed many diftinguithed
charalers, ready to ferve their country in
the various departments of government.
Amongft thefe, it is with pleafure I men-
tion Mr, Short, with whom I was parti-
cularly conneéted. After doing juftice to
the excrtions of the Unsverfity of Wil-
liamfburg, for {uch is the College of Wil-

Vor. Il liam
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liam and Mary ; if it be neceflary for its
further glory to cite miracles, I fhall only

obferve that they created me a Doctor of
Laws.

William/burg,
Wt of May 1782,

A j‘aurzggy
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4 “foumej; into New Hamp(hire, the State
of Maffachuffets, and Upper Penfylvania.

Tre Baron de Viomenil having joined the
army in the beginning of O&ober, I ought to
have refigned to him of courfe the command
of the firft divifion, fo that I had now no
neceffary occupation, unlefs I had chofen to
take the command of the fecond divifion, in
which cafe I muft have fuperfeded the
Comte de Viomenil, which was far from
my intention ; it depended upon myfelf,
therefore, to return to Philadelphia, to
wait for Mr. de Rochambeau, who was ex-
peted there, after marching his troops to
the eaftward ; but my departure would have
too plainly difcovered the intention of em-
barking them, which it was wifhed to keep
a fecret, at leaft until they had reached
Hartford. ‘The Comte de Viomenil, on
the other hand, being defirous of vifiting
Saratoga, the Baron de Viomenil requefted
me to retain the command of the firft, whillt

P2z he
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he took that of the fecond divifion. I con-
fented, therefore, to facrifice another lift-
lefs and fatiguing fortnight, and marched
with the troops to Hartford*. 1 fubmitted

alfo

# The Tranflator attended the French army on
their march, nearly the whole way, from Alexandria
to the North River, and was a witnefs to their fifi&
difcipline, and the furprizing harmony between them
and the pcop[e of the country, to whom they gave
not the flighteft reafon of complaint, He infifts the
more on this fack, as it appears to him no lefs fingus
- lar-than interefting.  On their arrival at their quar-
ters on the march, the wheole country came to fee
them, and it was a general fcene of gaiety and good
humour. When they encamped at Alexandria, on
the ground formerly ‘occupied by Bradock, the moit
elegant and handfome young ladies of the neigh-
bourhood danced with the officers on the turf, in
the middle of the camp, to the found of military
mulfic ; and, (a circumftance which will appear fingu-
Jar to European ideas,) the circle was in a great mea.
fure compofed of foldiers, who, from the heat of
the weather, liad difengaged. themfelves from their
cloaths, retaining not an article of drefs except their
thirts, which in general were neither extremely long,
nor in the belt condition ; nor did this occafion the
Jeaft embaraffement to the ladies, many of whom
were of highly polifhed manners, and the moft ex-
quifite delicacy ; or to their friends or parents fo
whinfical and arbitrary are manners.

TraysLaTor,
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al{o not to return to the fouthward, before
Mr. de Rochambeau, and to accompany him
thither after feeing them embarked. 1 de-
termined, however, to avail myfelf of thefe
circumftances to vifit the upper part of the
State of Maflachuflets, and New Hamp-
thire, which I had not yet {feen. Withthis
view I fet out from Hartferd the 4th of
November, the very day the Comte de Ro-
chambeau marched with the firft divifion to
encamp at Bolton*. It was two in the af-
ternoon when I got on horfeback; my
companions were Meflieurs Lynch, de Mon-
tefquieu, the Baron de Taleyrand, and Mr.
de Vaudreuill. We followed the Bolton
route to a crofs road, about three miles be-

) yond

# The French army, at the time the Marquis
f[.)eaks of, had been for fome time encamped at
Crompont, near Cortland’s manor, a few miles
from that of General Wathington’s, and between
which there was a daily intercourfe. The Tranfla-
tor dined, in O&ober 1782, in General Wathing-
ton’s tent, with the Marquis de Laval, the Baron
de Viomenil, and feveral French officers, within
hearing of the Britifh guns, which were at that pe-
riod happily become a bruium fulmen. :

TRANSLATOR.
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yond the Meeting-houfe, where there is a
frone for the traveller’s direGtion. We here
took to the left, to reach Mr. Kendal’s ta-
vern, in the townthip of Coventry, feven=
teen miles from Bolton, and four from the
crofs roads. In a quarter of an hour we
met Mr. Kendal, who was on horfeback,
carrying- letters to Mr. de Rochambeau,
from the Marquis de Vaudreuil, our Admi-
ral ; for this route, which is the thorteft be-
tween Bolton and Hartford, was preferred
for the chain of exprefles between the fleet,
the army, and Philadelphia. MTr. de Mon-
tefquieu returned with him to Bolton, to
know whether thefe letters contained any
interefting intelligence. As we travelled
flowly, he rejoined us in half an hour, and
informed us, that they were only anfwers
to thofe he had reccived from the army,
with the flate of the troops to be embark-
ed. Before we reached Mr. Kendal’s, we
paffed a hut which fearcely merited the
name of a boghoufe, and was only half co-
vered, but which was inhabited by a man
';yho accofted us in French ; he was a Ia-
bourer from Canada, who had frequently

; changed
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changed habitations, and had feven chil-
dren. - 'We were well lodged and treated at
Mzr. Kendal’s, who is above the common
clafs, and is more occupied in commerce
than in farming ; he fat down to table with
us, and we were pleafed with his converfa-
tion.

We fet out at half paft eight in the
morning of the 5th, and travelled through
a very agreeable and variegated country,
prefenting us every moment with the view
of handfome habitations. The face of the
country is unequal, but the hills are nei<
ther high nor fteep. We fltopped to bait
our horfes at Mr. Clark’s tavern, in A4/bford
townthip, by the fide of the rivulet of
Mounthope, on this fide of a river marked
- in the chart by the name of Monchoas, and
of a branch of that river called Bigflack.
We left this place at two o'clock, the
country fill continuing to be pleafant. I
was particularly ftruck with the pofition of
Woodftock-mecting, which is placed on an
eminence, commanding a very gay and
well-peopled country. There are feveral
inns around this meeting, but we went

three
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three miles and a half farther, to Mrs.
Chandler’s.  Our journey this day, was
thirty-three miles, it being feventeen from
Clark’s to Chandler’s tavern. This houfe is
kept by a widow, who was from home, and
Mr. Lynch, who had preceded us, was
very ill received by an old fervant maid.
We found him in great diftrefs, becaufe the
would make no preparation of even Killing
a few chickens, before fhe received the or-
ders of her miftrefs. Fortunately, however,
the latter arrived in a quarter of an hour,
in a fort of fingle horfe chaife, and we found
her very polite and obliging, fhe gave usato-
lerable fupper, and we were neatly lodged*.
The 6th we fet out at ten o’clock, hav-
ing been apprized that on reaching Oxford,
it would be neceflary to enquire the road at
a tavern kept by Mr. Lord, at twelve miles
diftance ; but the weather being bad when
we got there, we determined to ftop a
couple of hours until the rain ceafed, which
had continued the whole morning. We
had two roads to chufe ; that which goes
through

* This is one of the beft houfes I met with in
Ametica. TRANSLATOR,
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through Skrew/bury would have led us more
dire@ly to Portfmouth ; but I preferred that
by Grafton, which leads to Comcord ; that
celebrated fpot, where the firft blood was
thed, which commenced the civil war.
The rain abating a little, we refumed our
journey at two, and paffed through Saltoz,
a pretty enough place, where there are fe-
veral well-built houfes ; but the rain re-
doubling, we were obliged to halt feven
miles farther on, at Baron’s tavern, where
we were well receiveds We dried our-
felves by aggood fire, 1n a very hand-
fome apartment, adorned with good prints,
and handfome mahogany furniture; and
finding the ufeful correfpond with the
agreeable in this houfe, we reconciled our-
felves to the bad weather, which had forced
us into fuch good quarters.

We left this place at nine the next
morning, the road leading us through
Grafton, after which we paffed Blackffone
river, and arrived at Gale’s tavern, fifteen
miles from Baron’s, after a journey through
a very pleafant country. I remarked that
the meadows, of which there are a great

number,
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number, were in general interfe@ted and
watered by trenches cuton purpofe. Mr.
Gales informed me that thefe meadows
were worth from ten to twenty dollars an
acre ; from one of which, in his pofleffion,
he reaped four tons of hay an acre. The
after-grafs is for the cattle, to produce but-
ter and cheefe, principally of this country,
The price of meat is here about twopence-
halfpenny the pound of fourteen ounces,
After baiting our horfes, we continued our
journey, by Marlborough, where there are
hand{ome houfes, and more colle€ted than
in the other towns or townfﬁ?ps. We at
length entered a wood, which conduéted
us' to the river of Concord, or Billerika,
over which we pafled by a bridge about a
mile from the Meeting, and at the fame dif~
tance from Mr. Jfobn’s, where it was near
aine o’clock before we arrived. This is an
excellent inn, kept by a moft determined
Whig, who afted his part in the the affair
of Concord*. Major Pitcairn, who com-
manded the Englith on this occafion, had

lodged

# Tt took place on the 19th of April 1775, Ges
nieral Gage had detached from Bofton all his gre-
nadiers, light infantry, and fome other troops,



NORTH-AMERICA, 219

lodged frequently at his houfe, in travelling, -
through the country in difguife ; a method
he had fometimes taken, though very dan-
gerous, of gaining information to commu-
nicate to General Gage. The day on which
he headed the Englifth troops to Concord, .
he arrived at feven in the morning, follow-
ed by a company of grenadiers, and went
immediately to Mr. John’s tavern, the door
of which being fhut, he knocked feveral
times, and on the refufal to open it, ordered
his grenadiers to force it. Entering it him-

felf the firft, he puthed Mr. John with fuch
violence

amounting together to goo men, under the orders
of Lieutenant Colonel Smith, and Major Piteairn.
At Lexington they fell in with a company of Militia, .
whom they found under arms. The Englifh, in 2
haughty tone, ordered the Americans to difperfe,
which they refufed, and whilft the’converfation was
confined to words, the Englifh fired without giving
notice, apnd at that difcharge killed feven or
eight Americans, who had made no difpofition
to fhelter themfelves from the fire; they were
compelled to give way to numbers. The Engs’
lith advanced to Concord, where they paid dearly-
for their violence, and this firft a&t of hottility, for
which they were alone refponfible, coft them
near g00 men. Major Pitcairn was {flain at the

battle of Bunker’s Hill, a fhort time after the affair
of Concord, i
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violence as to throw him down, and aftefs
wards placed a guard over him, frequently
infifting on his pointirig out the magazines
of the rebels. The Americans had in fa&
colle@ed fome cannon-and warlike ftores at
Concord, but having received timely notice
in the night, they had removed every thing
into the woods, except three twenty-four
pounders, which remained in the prifon .
yard, of which Mr. John was the keeper,
Major Pitcairn carrying his violence fo far
as to clap a piftol to his throat, Mr. John,
who had himfelf been in a paflion, grew
calm, and tried to pacify the Englith com-
mander, He affured him that there were -
only the above three pieces at Cencord, and
that he thould fee them, if he would follow
him. He condu@ed him to the prif'on,
where the Englith entered, he fays, in a
rage at feeing the Yankees {o expert in
mounting cannon, and in providing them-
{elves with every thing neceflary for the
fervice of artillery, fuch as fpunges, ram-
mers, &c. Major Pitcairn made his men
deftroy the carriages, and break the trun-
nions; then ordered the prifon to bé fet

open,
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open, where he found two prifoners, one
of whom, being a Tory, he releafed.

The firft moments of trouble and vi-
vacity being over, Major Pitcairn returned
to Mr. John's, where he breakfafted, and
paid for-it. The latter refumed his ftation
of innkeeper; numbers of the Englith
came to afk for rum, which he meafured
out as ufual, and made them pay exaétly.
In the mean time, the Americans, who
had pafled the river in their retreat, began
to rally, and to unite with thofe, who,
apprized by the alarum bells, and various
exprefles, were coming to their affiftance.
The difpofition Major Pitcairn had to make
for his fecurity, whilft he was employedin
fearching for, and deftroying the ammu-
nition, was by no means difficult; it was
only neceflary to place ftrong guards at the
two bridges to the North, and South, which
‘he had done. Towards ten o'clock in the
morning, the firing of mufquetry was heard
at the North bridge, on which the Englifh
rallicd at the place appointed, on a height,
in a church-yard fituated to the right of the
road, and oppofite the town houfe. Three
: hundred
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bundred Americans, who were affembled
on the other fide of the river, defcended
from the heights by a winding road which
leads obliquely to the bridge, but which,
at fixty paces from the river, turns to the
left, and comes firaight upon it. Until
they had reached this angle, they had their
flank covered by a fmall ftone wall; but
when they came to this point, they marched
up boldly to the bridge, which they found
- the enemy employd in breaking down.
‘The latter fired the firft, but the Americans
fell upon them, and they eafily gave way,
which appears rather extraordinary. Mr.
John affirms that the Englith at firft ima-
gin-ed the Americans had no ball, but that
they foon found their error, on feeing fe-
veral of their foldiers wounded. They
even {peak here of an officer, who informed
his men that they had nothing to fear, for
that 7be Americans fired only with powder ;
but a drummer who was near him receiving
at the moment a mufquet fhot, replied,
Take care of that powder, Captain. ‘The
Engli& had three men killed here, and fe-
veral wounded, two of them were officers.

The
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The Americans now paffed the bridge, and
formed immediately on a fmall eminence,
to the left of the road, as they were fitu-
ated, and at fhort cannon thot from that on
which the Englith were colle@®ed. There
they remained fome time watching each
other; but the fight of fome houfes on fire
irritated the Americans, and determined
them to march towards the Englith, who
then retreated by the Lexington road, which
forming an elbow, the Americans, who
knew the country, took the firing of the
bow, and got up with them before they
advanced a mile. It was here the retreat-
ing fight began, of which every body has
feen the accounts, and which continued to
Lexington, where the Englifh were joined
by the reinforcement under the command
of Earl Percy.

It was on the morning of the 8th that I
examined the field of battle at Concord,
which teok me up till half paft ten, when
I refomed my journey. Ten miles from
Concord is Bellerika, a pretty confiderable
townfhip ; the country here was lefs fertile,
and the road rather flony. We halted at

South
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South Andover, five miles beyond Billerika,
at a bad inn, kept by one Forfter; his wife
bad fome beautiful children, but fhe ap-
peared difordered, and I thought her rather
drunk. She thewed me, with much im-
‘portance, a book her eldeft daughter was
reading, and I found it, to my no f{mall
furprize, to be a book of prayers in Italian,
This daughter, who was about feventeen,
repeated alfo a prayer in the Indian lan-
guage, of which fhe underftooed not a word,
having learnt it accidentally from an Indian
fervant ; but her mother thought all this
admirable. We contented ourfclves with
baiting our horfes in this wretched alehoufe,
. and fet out at half paft one, travelled through
South and North Andover. North-Parifl,
or, North Andover, is a charming place,
+ where there are a great number of very
.handfome houfes, a quantity of meadows,
.and fine cattle. Almoft on quitting this
long townthip, you enter Bradford, where
night overtook us, and we travelled two or
three miles in the dark before we reached
Hagerbill ferry. It was half paft {ix before
we had croffed it, and got to Mr. Hare
e ward’s
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ward’s ipn, where we had a good fupper,
and good lodgings. At Haverhill, the Me-
rimack is only fit for veflels of thirty tons,
but much larger ones are built here, which
are floated down empty to Newbury. Three
miles abave Haverhillare falls, and higher up
the river is only navigable for boats. The
trade of this town formerly confifted in
- timber for fhip-building, which has been
fufpended fince the war., It is pretty con-
fiderable, and tolerably well built ; and its
fituation, in the form of an amphitheatre on
the left thore of the Merimack, gives it
many agreeable afpets.

We left this place the gth, at nine in
the morning, our road lying through
Plaflow, a pretty confiderable townthip ;
after which we met with woods, and a
wild and horrid country. We {aw a greay
number of pines and epicias ; there are alfo
feveral large lakes, fome of which are traced
upon thechart. Since we quitted the con-
fines of Conne@icut, I havein general ob-
ferved a great number of thefe ponds, which
contributed to increafe the refemblance be-
tween this country and that of the Bour-

Vor. Il Q_ bonnois,
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‘50’1”01"53- and the MNwernois, in France,
Twelve miles from Haverhill is Kingffon,
a townfhip inferior to thofe we had obferved
upon the route ; and at the end of eighteen
miles is Fxetfer, at prefent the capital of
New Ilampthire, that is to fay, the place
where the Prefident or Governor refides,
and the members of the ftate affemble. It
is rather a handfome town, and is a fort of
port ; for veflels of feventy tons can come
up, and others as large as three or four
- hundred tons are built here, which are
floated down Exeter river into the bay of
that name, and thence to Pifcataqua. We
ftopped at a very handfome inn kept by Mr.
Rufpert, which we quitted at half paft two;
and though we rode very faft, night was
coming on when we reached Portfmouth,
The road from Exeter is very hilly. We
pafled through Greenland, a very populous
townfhip, compofed of well built houfes,
Cattle here are abundant, but not fo hand-
{fome as in Conne&icut, and the State of
Maflachufiets. They are difperfed over fine
meadows, and it is a beautiful fight to fee
them colle&ted near their hovels in the

B evening.
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evening. This country prefents, in every
. refped, the piGture of Abundance and of
Happinefs. The road from Greenland ‘to
Portfmouth is wide and beautiful, inter-
{perfed with habitations, {o that thefe two
townthips almoft touch. I alighted at Mr.
Brogfter’s, where I was well lodged ; he
{feemed tomea refpectable man, and much
attached to his country.

In the morning of the roth I went to pay
a vifit to Mr. Albert de Rioms, Captain of
the Pluton,® who had a houfe on thore,
where he refided for his health ; he invited
me to dinner, which he advifed me to ac-
cept, as the Comte de Vaudreuil was in
great confufion on board his thip, the mizen
maft of which had been ftruck by lightning
five days before, and which penetrated to his
firft battery ; but he offered me his boat to

Q.2 carry

* The Marquis de Vaudreuil's {quadron was then
at Bofton, and fome of his thips were refitting, and
taking in mafts at Portfmouth. M. de Albert de
Rioms is the officer who commanded the evolutions
of the French fguadron, on the late vifit of the King
to Cherbourg. TRANSLATOR.
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carry me on board the Augufle, JIn return-
ing for my cloak, I happened to pafs by the
meeting, precifely at the time of fervice,
and had the curiofity to enter, where I re-
mained above half an hour, that I might
not interrupt the preacher, and to thew my
*refpeé for the affembly ; the audience were
not numerous on account of the fevere cold,
but I faw fome handfome women, elegantly
drefiled.  Mr. Barkminfler, a young mi-
nifter, fpoke with a great deal of grace,
and reafonably enough for a preacher, I
could not help admiring the addrefs with
which he introduced politics into his fer-
mon, by comparing the Chriftians redeemed
by the blood of Jefus Chrift, but ftill com-
pelled to fight againft the fleth and fin, to
the Thirteen United States, who, notwith-
ftanding they have acquired liberty and in-

- dependence, are under the neceflity of em-
ploying all their force to combat a formi-
dable power, and to preferve thofe inva-
luable treafures. It was near twelve when
“I embarked in Mr. Albert’s boat, and faw
" on the left, near the little Ifland of Ryfing
Caflle,
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Cufile, - the A)zem'ca,* (the fhip given by
Congrefs to the King of France) which

210 “had

* The America is the veffel given by Céngrci’s to
the King of France, to replace the Magnifigue, loft
on Lovel’s ifland in Bofion harbour, when the
French ﬂec_-t entered that port fome months alter the
defeat of the Comte de Graffe. This thip was
defigned for the well known Pan! Fones, who by his
command of the little fquadron on the coafts of
England, had acquired the title of Commodore, and
was fighing after that of Admiral of America, which
Congrefs, no bad appreciators of merit, thought
proper to refufe him. The Tranflator met him at
a public table at Bofton, on his return from Porti-
mouth, where he told the company, that notwith-
ftanding the reafon he had to be difcontented, he had
given his advice in the conftruétion and launching
of the veflel, in which latter operation, however, the
fhip ftruck faft on the {lip, but without any material
damage. This accident is not intended by any
means as an imputation on Mr. Jones, who cer-
tainly was fortunate enough, atone time, to render
confiderable fervice to America, Heis faid to have
acquired a confiderable property by the prizes he
made in that cruize, but his officers and crews com-
plain (the Tranflator does not fay with what juftice)
that there has never been any diftribution of the
prize money, and that numbers of his maimed and
‘mutilated failors were reduced to beg for afubfiftence
in France, and elfewhere, to the difcredit of Ame-

. rica,,
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had been juft launched, and appeared tome a
fine thip. 1 left on the right the Ifle of
Wathington, on which ftands a fort of that
name, It is built in the form of a flar,
the parapets of which are fupported by
ftakes, and was not finithed  Then leaving
Neweafile on the right, and Bittery on the
left, we arrived at the anchoring ground,
within the firft pafs. I found Mr. Van-
dreuil on board, who prefented me to the
officers of his fhip, and afterwards to thofe
of the detachment of the army, among
whom were three officers of my former
regiment of Guienne, at prefent called
Viennois. He then took me to fee the ra-
vages made by the lightning, of which M.
de Biré, who then commanded the fhip,
M. de Vaudreuil having flept on fthore,
gave me the following account : At half
paft two in the morning, in the midft of a

very

rica. Mr. Jones read fome pretty enough verfes in
his own honour to the fame company, at Brackett’s
tavern in Bofton, extraéled from a London new{-
paper, andfaid to be written by Lady Craven. The
America is now at Breft, and is efteemed one of thg

“handfomeft thips in the French navy.
TrANsSLATOR,
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very violent rain, a dreadful explofion was
heard fuddenly, and the centinel, who was
in the gallery, came in a panic into the
council chamber, where he met with M.
Biré, who had leaped to the foot of his
bed, and they were both ftruck with a
ftrong {ulphureous fmell.. The bell was
immediately rung, and the fhip examined,
when it was found that the mizen maft
was cut fhort in two, four feet from the
forecaftle ; that it had been lifted in the
air, and fallen perpendicularly on the
quarter-deck, through which it had pene-
trated, as well as the fecond battery. T'wo
failors were cruthed by its fall, two others,
who never could be found, had doubtlefs
been thrown into the fea by the commo-
tion, and feveral were wounded.

At one o’clock we returned on fhore to
dine with M. Albert de Rioms, and our
fellow guefts were M. de Bir¢, who afted
as Flag Captain, though buta Lieutenant;
M. de Mortegues, who formerly com-
manded the Magnifigue (loft at the fame
period on Lovel’s ifland in Bofton harbour)
and was deftined to the command of the

America ;
Q4
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Amertca; M. de Siber, Lieutenant ¢n pied
of the Piuton ; M. d’Hizeures, Captain of
the regiment of Viennois, &c. after din-
ner we went to drink tea with Mr. Langdon.
He is a handfome man, and of a noble car-
riage ; he bas been a member of Congrefs,
and is now one of the firft people of the
country ; his houfe is elegant and well fur-
nithed, and the apartments admirably well
wainf{cotted ; he has a good manufcript
chart of the harbour of Portfmcuth. Mrs.
Langdon, his wife, is young, fair, and to-
lerably handf{ome, but I converfed lefs with
her than with her bufband, in whofe favour
L was  prejudiced, from knowing that he
had difplayed great courage and patriotifm
at the time of Burgoyne’s expedition. For
repairing to the council chamber, of which
he was a member, and perceiving that they
were about to difcufs fome affairs of little
.coni’cquence, he addrefled them as follows :
« Gentlemen, you may talk as long as you
¢ pleafe, but Iknow that the enemy is on
¢ our frontiers, and that I am going to
¢ take my piflols, and mount my horfe,
¢ to combat with my fellow ciiizens ;”

A the

-
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the greateft part of the members of the
council and affembly followed him, and
joined General Gates at Saratoga. As he
was marching day and night, repofing him-
felf only in the woods, a negro fervant who
attended him fays to him, ¢ Mafter, ‘you
¢ are hurting yourfelf, but no matter, you
¢ are going to fight for Liberty ; I fhould
« fuffer alfo patiently if I had Liberty to
< defend.” ¢ Don’t let that ftop you,”
replied Mr. Langdon, ¢ from this moment
< youare free.,” Thenegro followed him,
behaved with courage, and has never quitted
him.  On leaving Mr. Langdon’s, we
went to pay a vifit to Colonel Wentworth,
who is refpe@ed in this country, not only
from his being of the fame family with
Lord Rockingham, but from his general
acknowledged chara&er for probity and ta-
lents. He conducted the naval department
at Portfmouth, and our officers are never
weary in his commendation. From Mr.
Wentworth’s, M. de Vaudreuil and M. de
Rioms took me to Mrs. Whipple's, a widow
lady, who is, I believe, fifter-in-law to
General Whipple; fhe is neither young nor

hand-

=
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handfome, but appeared to me to have a
good underfianding, and gaicty. She is
educating ene of her nieces, only fourteen
years old, who is already charming. Mors,
Whipple’s houfe, as well as that of Mr,
Wentweorth’s, and all thofe I faw at Port(-
mouth, arevery handfomeand well furnifhed,
I propofed, on the morning of the 11th,
to make a tour amongft the iflands in the
harbour, but fome{now having fallen, and
the weather being by no means inviting,
contented myfelf with paying vifits to fome
officers of the navy, and amongft others to
the Comte de Vaudreuil, who had flept on
thore the preceding night ; after which we
again met at dinner at Mr. Albert’s, a point
of union which was always agreeable. M,
d’Hizeure had ordered the mufic of the
regiment of Vennois to attend, and I found
with pleafure, that the tafte for mufic,
which I bad infpired into that corps, ftil]
{fubfifted, and that the ancient muficians
had been judicioufly replaced.®* After din-
: ner,
# The Marquis de Chaftellux, amongft his vari.
ous accomplifhments, is diftinguifhed not only in
the charaéter of an amateur, but for his fcientific
knowledge of mufic. TRANSLATOR.
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ner, we again drank tea at Mr. Langdon’s,
and then paid a vifit to Dr. Brackett, an
efteemed phyfician of the country, and af-
terwards to Mr. Thompfon. The latter was
born in England ; he isa good feaman, and.
an excellent fhip- builder, and is befides a
fenfible man, greatly attached to his new
country, which it is only fifteen years fince
he adopted. His wife is an American, and
pleafes by her countenance, but ftill more
by her amiable and polite behaviour. - We
finithed the evening at Mr. Wentworth’s,
where the Comte de Vaudreuil lodged ; he
gave us a very handfome fupper, without
ceremony, during which the converfation:
was gay and agreeable.

The 12th I {et out, after taking leave of
M. de Vaudreuil, whom. 1 met as he was
coming to call on me, and it was certainly
with the greateft fincerity that I teftified to
him my fenfe of the polite mannerin which
I had been reccived by him, and by the
officers under his command.

The following are the ideas which I had
an opportunity of acquiring relative to the
town of Portfmouth. It was in a pretty

flourifhing
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flourithing ftate before the war, and carried
ot tl.le trade of fthip timber, and f{alt fifh:
It 1s eafy to conceive that this' commerce
muft have greatly {uffered fince the com-
mencement of the troubles, but notwith-
ftanding, Portfinouth is, perhaps, of ail the .
American towns, that which will gain the
moft by the: prefent war. There is every,
appearance of its becoming to New England,
what the other Portfmouth is to the O/4;
that is tofay, that this' place will be made
choice of as the'depdt of the continental
marine. © The accefs to the harbour is eafy,
the road immenfe,- and there are feven fa-
thoms water as far up as two miles above
the town; add to -this, that notwith-
ftanding its northern fituation, the harbour
of Portimouth is never frozen, an advantage
arifing from-the rapidity of the current.
This circumftance, joined to its proximity
to the timber for fhip- bu1ldmg, efpecially
for mafls, ‘which can only be balanced by
the harbour of Rhode Ifland, will doubtlefs
determine the choice of Congrefs. But if
a naval eftablithment be thought neceflary
at Port{mouth;  the quays, the rope-walks,
' ) the

s
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the arfenals, &c. muft be placed in the
iflands, and not on the continent; for ‘it
would be eafy for an enemy’s army to land
there, and take pofieflion of the town, the
local fituation of which would require too
confiderable a developement of  fortifica-
tion to fthelter it from infult. I imagine
however, that a good entrenched camp
might be formed between the two creeks,
but I am only able to judge of that from
a {light obfervation, and from charts.

It has happened in New Hampthire, as
in the State of Maflachuflets, that the lof-
fes of commerce have turned to the advan-
tage of agriculture ; the capitals of the rich,
and the induftry of the people havi.ng flow-
ed back from the coafts towards the inte-
rior of the country, which has profited ra-
pidly by the reflux. 1t is certain that this
country has a very flourifhing appearance,
and that new houfes are building, and new
farms are fettling every day. '

New Hampthire hitherto has no perma-
nentconftitution, and its prefent government
is no more than a fimple convention ; it
much refembles that of Penfvlvania, for it
. confifts

'
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confifts of one legiflative body, compofed
of the reprefentatives of the people, and the
executive council, which has for its chief,
a Prefident, inftead of Governor. But dur-
ing my ftay at Portfmouth, I learnt that
there was an affembly at Exeter for the pur.

i pofe of eftablithing a conflitution, the prip-

cipal articles of which were already agreed
on. This conftitution will be founded op
the fame principles as thofe of New-York
and Maflachuffets. There will be, as in
the former, an exccutive power vefted in
the hands of the Governor, the Chancellop
and the Chief Juftices; the latter of whom
will be perpetual, at lealt guam diufe bene
gqj@rini‘, during good behaviour, but the
members of the fenate will be annually
changed, and the requifite qualification of
a fenator, very inconfiderable, which I
think is a great inconvenience *. Mr,
Langdon obferves, and perhaps with reafon,
that the country is as yet too young, and
the materials wanting to give this fenate

all

# A new form of government has been eftablifh-
ed fince the peace. ; TraNsLATOR,
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all the weight and confiftence it ought to
have, 25 in Maiyland, where the fenators
are cleCted for three years, and muft pofiefs
at leaft five hundred pounds.

At Portfmouth I was told of a new fe&,
which could not fail of making fome noife
in the country.  An individual, I think, of
the name of Andrews, thinks proper to
preach a do&rine called that of the Ups-
verfalifts. He pretends that Jefus Chrift
baving redeemed all men, no man can be
damned ; for were it otherwife, his miffion
would be ufelefs, at leaft in a great mea-
fure. If this opinion be not novel, it is
certainly very commodious; but it forms
rather a fubjelt of converfation, and even
. of pleafantry, than matter of difpute.

When I was at Portfmouth the neceffa-
ries of life were very dear, owing to the
great drought of the preceding fummer.
Corn cofts two dollars a bufhel, (of fixty
pounds weight) oats almoft as much, and
Indian corn was-extremely fcarce. I fhall
hardly be believed when I fay, that I paid
eight livres ten fols (about feven fhillings
and three-pence) a day for each horfe.

Butcher’s
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Butcher’s meat only was cheap, felling at
two-pence halfpenny a pound. That part
of New Hampfthire bordering on the coaft
1s not fertile; there are good lands at forty
or fifty miles diftance from the fea, but the
expence of carriage greatly augments the
price of articles, when fold in the more
inhabited parts. As for the value of Jand-
ed property it is dear enough for fo new a
country. Mr. Rufpert, my landlord, paid
feventy pounds currency per annum, (at
eighteen livres, or fifteen fhillings the
pound) for his inn. Iands fell at from
ten to fixteen dollars an acre. ‘The coun-
try produces little fruit, and the cyder is
indifferent. ;

The road from Portfmouth to Newbury
pafles through a barren country. Hamp-
zon is the only townthip you meet with,
and there are not fuch handfome houfes
there as at Greenland. As we had only
twenty miles to go, I was unwilling to flop,
and defired the Vicomte de Vaudreuil only,
to go on a little before us tc dinner. I
was two o'clock when we reached Merimack
ferry, and from the ﬂ‘lorf_: we {aw the open-

' ing

)
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ngs of the harbour, the channel of which
pafles near the northern extremity of Plumb
Mfland, on which is a fmall fort, with a
few cannon and mortars. Its fituation ap-
pears to me well chofen, at leaft as far as
I was capable of judging from a diftance.
At the entrance of the harbouris a bér, on
which there are only eighteen feet water in
the higheft tides, fo that although it be a
very commercial place, it has always been
refpeGted by the Englith. Several frigates
have been built here ; amongft others, the
Charles-Town, and the Alliance . The har=

Vot R bour

* The privateers which fo greatly molefted the
Britith trade were chiefly from the ports of New=
bury, Beverley, and Salem, in which places large
fortunes were made by this means ; and fuch muft
ever be the cafe in any future war, from the pecu-
liarity of their pofition, whence they may run out
at any feafon of the year, and commit depreda-
tions on any of the maritime powers to which Ame-
tica is hoftile, with little fear of retaliation. New-
foundland, Nova Scotia, the Gulphs of St. Law-
rence, and of Florida, and the whole trade of the
Weft-Indian Archipelago, are in a manner at their
doors. However Great Britain may affeltto defpife
America, fhe is perhaps, even in her prefent infant
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bour is extenfive, and well theltered. Af:
ter pafling the ferry in little flat boats, which
held

ftate, from various circumftances, the moft formid-
able enemy fhe can have to cope with, in cafe of a
rupture ; for, as nations ought colleétively to be
difpaffionate, though individuals are not, it behoveg
Her to refleét, where, and in what manner fhe cap
return the blow. Mr. Fefferfon, the prefent Minifter
of the United States at Verfailles, amongfl other
excellent obfervations on this fubje& has the follow-
ing, which I extra& with pleafure from his Notes oz
Virginia, a moft interefting work, with which I have
juft privately been favoured. ¢ The fea is the field
¢ on which we fhould meet an European enemy,
¢ on that element it is neceflary we fhould poflefs
¢ {ome power. To aim at fuch a mnavy as”the
st greater nations of Europe poflefs would be 3
¢¢ foolifh and wicked wafte of the energies of our
“ céuntrymen. It would be to pull on our heads
¢¢ that load of military expence which makes the
- ¢ European labourer go fupperlefs to bed, and moi.
é¢ ftens his bread with the {weat of his brow. It
will be enough if we enable ourfelves to prevent
¢ infult from thofe nations of Europe which are
+ weak on the fea, becaufe circamflances exiff which
¢ render even the flronger ones weak as tous. Proyi.
" “¢ dence bas placed their richeft and moff defencelsfs pof-
¢ feffions at our door 5 bas obliged their mof? precious
S8 commerce. 1o pafs- @s it were in review before us,
¢ To prote&t this, or to affail us, 4 [mall part

-
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hcld‘only five horfes each, we went to Mr.
Davenport’s inn, where we found a good
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only of their naval force will ever be rifqued
acrofs the Atlantic. The dangers to which the
elements expofe them here are too well kaown,
and the greater danger to which they would be
expofed at home, were any general calamity to
involve their whole fleet. They can attack us
by detachment only ; and it will {fuffice to make our
felves equal to what they may detach. Evena
fmaller force than they may detach will be ren-
dered equal or fuperior by the quicknefs with which
any check may be repaired with us, while lofles with
them will be irreparable till too late. A {mall
naval force then is neceffary for us, and a {mall
one is neceflary. What this fhould be T will not
undertake to fay. I will only fay it fhould by no
means be fo great as we are able to make it. Sup-
pofing the million ‘of .dollars, or £300,000 fterl.
which Virginia would annually fpare without dif-
trefs, be applied to the creating a navy. A fingle
year’s contribution would build, equip, man, and
fend to fea a force which fhould carry 300 guns.
The reft of the confederacy exerting themfelves
in the fame proportion would equip 1500 guns
more. So that one year’s contribution would fet
up a navy of 1800 guns. The Britifh fhips of the
line average 76 guns; their frigates 38. 1800
guns then would form a fleet of 30 fhips, 18
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dinner ready. 1 had letters from Mr.
Wentworth to Mr. Fobn Tracy, the moft
confiderable merchant in the place; but, be-
fore 1 had time to fend them, he had heard
of my arrival, and, as I was rifing from ta-
ble, entered the room, and very politely in-
vited me to pafs the evening with him. He
was accompanied by a Colonel, whofe name
is' too difficult for me to write, héving
never been able to catch the manner of
pronouncing it; but it was fomething like
Higfleps. This Colonel remained with me
till Mr. Tracy finithed his bufinefs, when
he came with two handfome carriages, well
equipped, and condulted me and my Aide
de Camp to his country-houfe. This houfe
ftands a mile from the town, in a very
bcautn"ul fituation ; but of this I could my-

felf

“ of which might be of the line, and 12 frigates.
««_ Allowing eight men, the Britith average, for every
¢« gun, their annual expence, including fubfiftence,
¢ cloathing, pay, and 6'rdinary repairs, would be
« about 1280 dollars for every gun, or 2,304,000
<« dollars for the whole. I ftate this only as one
¢ year's poffible exertion, without deciding whe.
¢ ther more or lefs than a year’s exertion fhould
% Le thué applied.” TRrRANsLATOR.
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felf form no judgment, as it was already
night. I went however, by moonlight, to
fec the garden, which is compofed of dif-
ferent terraces.  There is likewife a hot-
houfe'and a number of young trees. The
heufe is very handfome and well finithed,
and cvery thing breathes that air of mag-
nificence accompanied - with {implicity,
which is only to be found amongft mer--
chants. The evening pafied rapidly by the
aid of agreeable converfation and a few
glaffes of punch. The ladies we found af-
fembled were Mrs. Tracy, her two fifters,
and their coufin, Mifs Lee. - Mrs, Tracy
has an agreeable and a fenfible countenance,-
and her manners correfpond with her ap-
pearance. At ten o'clock an excellent fup-
per was ferved, we drank good wine, Mifs
Lee fung, and prevailed on Meflicurs de
Vaudreuil and Taleyrand to fing alfo:  to-
wards midnight the lddies withdrew, but
we continued drinking Madeira and Xery.
Mr. Tracy, according to the cuftom of the
country, offered us pipes, which were ac-
cepted by M. de Taleyrand, and M. de Mon-
tefquicuy the confequence of which was
R 3 that



240 TRAVELS IN

that they became, intoxicated, and were
led home, where they were happy to get
to bed. As to myfelf, I remained per-
fe@ly cool, and continued to converfe on
trade and politics with Mr. Tracy, who in-
tereited me greatly with an account of all
the viciffitudes of his fortune fince the be-
ginning of the war. At the end of 1777,
his brother and he had loft one and forty
thips, and with regard to himfelf, he had
not a ray of hope but in a fingle letter of
marque of eight guns, of which he had re-
ceived no news. As he was walking one
day with his brother, and they were rea-
foning together on the means of fubfifting
their families (for they were both married)
they perceived a fail making for the har-
bour. He immediately interrupted the
converfation, faying to his brother, ¢ Per-
haps it is a prize for me.” The latter
laughed at him, but he immediately took
a boat, went to meet the fhip, and found
that it was in faét a prize belonging to him,
worth five-and-twenty thoufand pounds fters
ling. Since that period, he has been al-
moft always fortunate, and he is at pre-

5 fent
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fent thought to be worth near £120,000
fterling. He has my warmeft withes for
his profperity ; for he is a fenfible, polite
man, and a good patriot. He has always
affifted his country in time of need, and
in 1781 lent five thoufand pounds to the
State of Maflachuffets for the cloathing of
their troops, and that only on the receipt
of the Treafurer, yet his quota of taxes in
that very year amounted to fix thoufand
pounds.  One can hardly conceive how a
fimple individual can be burthened fo far;
but it muft be underftood, that befides the
duty of g per cent. on importation, requir-
ed by Congrefs, the State impofed another:
tax of the fame value on the fale of every
article, in the nature of an excife, on rum,
fugar, coffee, &c. Thefe taxes are levied
with great rigour: a merchant who re-
ceives a veflel is obliged to declare the car-
go, and nothing can go out of the fhip or
warehoufe without paying the duty. The.
confequence of this reftraint is, that the
merchants, in order to obtain free ufe of
their property, are obliged themfelves to
turn. retailers, and pay the whole duty,

the
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the value of which they muft recover from
thofe to whom 'they fell. Without this,
they could neither drayw from their ftores
what is neceffary for their own confump-
tion, nor the fmall articles, which they are
. in the way of felling, at the firft hand; thyy
are confequently obliged to take out Jicences,
like tavern-keepers and retailers, thus fup-
porting the whole weight of the impoft
both as merchants and as fhop-keepers.
Patriot as he is, Mr. Tracy cannot help
blaming the rigour with which commerce
is treated ; a rigour arifing from the pre-
ponderance of the farmers or landholders,
and alfo from the neceffity which the go-
vernment is under of finding money where
it can; for the farmers eafily evade the
taxes ; cerlificates, reccipts, alledged grievan-
ces, reduce them almoft to nothing. Thus
has a State, yet in its infancy, all the in-
firmities of age, and taxation attaches it-
felf to the very fource of wealth, at the
rifk of drying up its channels. [This ob-.
fervation appears rather forced, as applied

generally, the Marquis admitting that thefe
impofitions-
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1mp9ﬁtions were the refult of a critical and
1mmediate want. Tm"ﬂ”ﬂ”’ ]

I left New&my Port, the 13th at ten in
the mornmg, and often ﬂoppcd beforcl

loft fight of this pretty little town, for I
had great pleafure in enjoying the different
afpe&s it prefents. It is in general well
built, and is daily increafing in new build-
ings. 'The warehoufes of the merchants,
which are near their own houfes, ferve by
way of ornament, and in point of architec-
ture refemble not a little our large green-
houfes. You cannot fee the ocean from
the road to fpfwich ; and the country to the
eaftward is dry and rocky. Toward the
weft it is more fertile ; but in general the
land throughout the country, bordering on
the fea, is not fruitful. At the end of
twelve miles is Ipfwich, where we ftopped
to bait our horfes, and were furprized to
find a town between Newbury and Salem,
at leaft as populous as thefe two feaports,
though indeed much lefs opulent. But
mounting an eminence near the tavern,
I faw that Ipfwich was alfo a fea-port; I
Was told however that the entrance was

difficult,
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difficult, and that at fome times of the:
year there were not five feet upon the bar.
From this eminence you fee Cape Annc,
and the fouth fide of Plumb ifland, as well
as a part of the north. The bearing of
the coaft, which trends to the eaftward,
feems to me badly laid down in the charts;
this coaft trends more foutherly above Ip(-
wich, and forms a fort of bay. Ipfwich
at prefent has but little trade, and its fithery
is alfo on the decline ; but the ground in the
neighbourhood is pretty good, and abounds
in pafturage, {o that the{eamen having turn-
ed farmers, they have been in no want of
fubfiftence ¥, which may account likewife

' for

* The activity and enterprize of the inhabitants
of the Eaftern States are unremitted. The feaman
when on fhore immediately applies himfelf to fome
handicraft occupation, or to hufbandry, and is al-
ways ready. at a moment’s warning to accompany
the captain his neighbour, who is likewife frequent-
1): amechanic, to the fitheries. Weft-India voyages
are the moft pcnlous expeditions, fo that it is ne °
unc¢ommon circumitance to find in a crew of ex- .
cellent New England mariners, not a fingle feaman,
fo.to fpeak, by profeflion. - Hence arife that zeal,
fobr.tcty, mdu{try, ceconomy and attachment for
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for the very confiderable population of this
place, where you meet with upwards of
: ‘ two

which they are fo juftly celebrated, and which can=.
not fail of giving them, fooner or later, a decided .
fuperiority at leaft m the feas of the New W'_o'rld.-l
This education and thefe manners are the opera-
tive caufes of that wonderful fpirit of enterprize,’
and perfeverance, fo admirably painted by Mr. Ed-
-mund Burke, in his wife, eloguent, and immortal
fpeech of March 22, 1775, on his motion for con-
ciliation with the colonies. ¢ Pray, Sir, fay§ he,
* what in the world is equal to-1t? Pafs by the
other parts (of America), and look at the manner
in which the people of New England have of late’
carried on the whale fithery. Whilft we follow’
them among the tumbling mountains of ice, and
behold them penctrating into the deepeft recef~
fes of Hudfon’s Bay, and Davis’s Streights, whilft’
we are looking for them beneath the artic circle,
we hear that they have pierced into the oppofite
region of polar cold, that they are at the antipodes,
and engaged under the frozen ferpent of the
fouth. Falkland’s Ifland which feemed too re-
mote and romantic an objeé for the grafp of na-
tional ambition, is but a ftage and refting place
in the progrefs of their victorious induftry. Nor
1s the equino&tial heat more difcouraging to them
than the accumulated winter of both the polesi
We know that whilt fome of them' draw the

L1
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two hundred houfes, in about two miles
{quare. Before you arrive at Salem, is a
handfome rifing town called Beverley.
"This is a new eftablithment produced by
commerce, on the left fthore of the creek
which bathes the town of Salem on the
north fide. One cannot but be aftonithed
tofee beautiful houfes, large warchoufes, &,
fpringing up in great numbers, at fo {fmal] .
a diftance from a commercial town, the
profperity of which is not diminifhed by it*,

- The

¢ line and ftrike the harpoon on the coaft of
¢ Africa, others run the longitude, and purfue
¢ their gigantic game along the coaft of Brazil,
¢ No fea but what is vexed by their fitheries. - No.
< climate that is not witnefs to their toils. Nej-
¢¢ ther the perfeverance of Holland, nor the a&ivity
¢ of France, nor the dextrous and firm fagacity of
¢« Englifh enterprize, ever carried this moft peri-
¢ lous mode of hardy induftry to the extent to
¢ which it has been pufhed by this recent people ;
<t a people who are ftill, as it were, but in the griftle,
¢ and not yet hardened into the bone of manhood.”
. TRANSLATOR.
il The town of Beverley began to flourifh greatly
towards the conclufion of the war by the extraordi-
nary fpirit of enterprize, and great fuccefs of the
Meflieurs
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The rain overtook us juft - as we were paf-
fing near the lake which is three miles
from Beverley. We croffed the creek in
two flat-bottomed boats, containing each,
{ix horfes, It is near a mile wide ; and in
crofling, we could very plainly diftinguifh
the opening of the harbour, and a caftle
fituated on the " extremity of the neck,
which defends the entrance. This neck
is a tongue of land running to the eaftward
and conneéted with Salem only by a very
narrow fort of caufeway. On the other
fide of the neck, and of the caufeway, is
the creek that forms the true port of Sa-
lem, which has no other defence than the
extreme difficulty of entering without a
good pra&ical pilot. The view of thefe
two ports, which are confounded together

to

Mefficurs Cobbets, gentlemen of ftrong underftand-
ings and the moft liberal minds, well adapted to
the moft enlarged commercial underftandings, and
the bufinefs of government. Two of their priva-
teers had the good fortune to capture in the Euro-
pean feas, a few weeks previous to the peace, feveral
Weft-Indiamen to the value of at leaft £100,000
ﬂcrling. TRANSLATOR.
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to the fight; that of the town of Salem,
which is embraced by two creeks, or ra-
ther arms of the fea, the (hips and edifices
which appear intermingled, form a very
beautiful pictare, which I regret not hav-
ihg feen at a better feafon of the year. As
T had no letters for any inhabitant of Salem,
I alighted at Goodbue's tavern, now kept by
M. Robinfon, - which T found very good,
and was foon ferved with an excellent f{up-
per. In this inn was a fort of club of
merchants, two or three of whom came to
vifit me; and amongft others, Mr. de /a Fille,
a4 merchant of Bourdeaux, who had been
eftablifhed five years at Bofton ; he-appear-
ed a fenfible man, and pretty well inform-
ed refpeting the commerce of the country,
the language of which he fpeaks well *,
The I4th in the morning, Mr. de la Fille
called upon me to condu&t me to fee the

port

_ * The Tranflator, who was refiding at this time
at Salem, _regretted exceedingly his accidental ab-
fence on the day the Marquis fpent thefc, which he
learnt, to his great mortification, on his return to
the inn which the Marquis had juft quitted,
TRANSLATOR.
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port and fome of the warehoufes. I found
the harbour commodious for: commerce,.
as veflels may unload and take in their
lading at the quays; there were about
twenty in the port, feveral of which were
ready to fail, and others which had juft ar-
rived. In general, this place has a rich and
animated appearance. At my return to the
inn I found feveral merchants who came
to teftify their regret at not having been
apprized more early of my arrival, and at
not having it in their power to do the ho-
nours of the town., At eleven, I got on
horfeback, and taking the road to Bofton,
was furprifed to fee the town, or fuburb of
Salem, extending near a mile in length to
the weftward. On the whole, it is diffi-
cult to conceive the ftate of increafe, and
the profperity of this country, -after fo
long, and fo calamitous a war. The road
from Salem to Bofton paffes- through an
arid, and rocky country, always within
three or four miles of the fea, without ha-
ving a fight of it; at length however, after

paffing
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paffing Lynn -+, and'Lynn Creek, you get
aview of it, and find yourfelf in a bay
formed by Nabant's Point, and Pulling's
Pount. I got upon the rocks to the right
of the roads, in order to embrace more of
the country, and form a better judgment.
1 could diftinguifh not only the whole bay
but feveral of the iflands in Bofton road,
and partof the peninfula of Nantucket, near
which I difcovered the mafts of our fhips
of war. From hence to Winifimmet ferry,
you travel over difagreeable roads, {ometimes
at the foot of rocks, at others acrofs falt
marfhes. It is juft eighteen miles from
Salem to the ferry, where we embarked in
a large ftow, containing twenty horfes ; and
the wind, which was rather contrary, be-
coming more fo, we made feven tacks, and
were neatr_an hour in paffing. The land-
ing is to the northward of the port, and
to the caft of Charles-Town ferry. Altho’

I knew -

4 Lynn is a very populous little place, and is
celebrated for the manufafture of women’s fhoes,
which they fend to all parts of the continent. The
town is almoft wholly inhabited by fhoe-makers,

TRANSLATOR,
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I'knew that Mr. Dumas had prepared me
alodging. I found it more convenient to
alight at Mr. Brack:t¢’s, the Cromw-Il’s head,
where I dined *, = After dinner I went to
the lodgings prepared for me at Mr. Col-
fon’s, a glover in the main fireet. As-I
was drefling to wait on the Marquis dc
Vaudreuil, he called upon me, and after
permitting me to finith the bufinefs of the
toilet, we went togethet' to Dr. Coo-
per’s, and thence to the affociation balf,
where I was received by my old acquain-
tance Mr. Brick, who was one of the ma-
nagers. Here I remained till ten o’clock;
the Marquis de Vaudreuil opened the ball

#* This is a moft excellent inn, and Mr. Brackett
a fhrewd and alive friend to the true principles of
the revolution. His fign of Cromwell’s head gave
great umbrage to the Britifh under General Gage,
who would not fuffer it to remain. This circum-
ftance alone could have induced Vir. Brackett to re-
ftore it after they were expelled the town, as reflec-
tion might have convinced him, that in the a&ual
pofition of America, there was much more to be ap-
prehended from a Cromwell than a Charles.

TRANSLATOR-

Vor.IL S with
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with Mrs. Temple®. M. de I'Aiguille the
elder, and Mr. Trueguet danced alfo, each
of

* Fhe reader will obferve that the author in {peak-
ing of this lady, of Mr. Bowdoin, her father, and
the reft of the family, difdains to mention her huf-
band, Mr. Fobn Temple, 1o celebrated for political
duplicity on both fides of the water. This gentle-
man was, however, at this very time at Bofton,
abufing Gov. Hancock, Dr. Cooper, and the moft
tried friends to America, in the public prints, and
endeavouring to fow diflentions amongit . the
‘people.  Every newfpaper into which he could
obtain admiffion, was ftuffed with difgufting enco-
‘miums on Mr. Fohn Temple, whom Mr John Tem-
ple himfelf held forth as the paragon of American
patriotifm, as the moft adtive and inveterate enemy
to England, and a vi&im to Britifh vengeance,
which he endeavoured to prove by inftances taken
from the Englifh prints, of his treachery to England,
and by boafting of his dexterity in outwitting the
Miniftry of that country. Yet no fooner did peace
take place, thanto the aftonithment of every fenfible
and honeft man in Europe and America, this very
Pcrfon, equally detefted by, and obnoxious to, both
countries, was difpatched as the fole reprefentative of
-England to thatcountry, of which he is alfoa fworn
citizen, and whofe father-in-law is the prefent Go-
vernor of Maffachuflets. It is impofiible to add to
the folly and infamy of fuch a nomination. The
choice of an Ambaflador to Congrefs would have

fallen
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of them a minuet, and did honour to the
French nation, by their noble and eafy man-
ner; but I am forry to fay, that the con-
traft was confiderable between them and the
Americans, who are in general very auk=
ward, particularly in the minuet. The
pfcttieﬁ women dancers were Mrs. Farvis,
her fifter, Mifs Betfy Broom, and Mrs.
Whitmore. 'The ladies were all well drefied,
but with lefs elegance and refinement than
at Philadelphia®. The aflembly room is

S 2 fuperb,

fallenwith more propriety on Arno/d. His wasa bold
and fingle a& of treachery ; the whole political life
of Mr. Temple has been one continued violation of
good faith. For further particulars of this gentle-
man’s condu&, fee the Political Magazine for 1780,
p. 691, and 740, but volumes might be written on
this fubje&. The Tranflator is forry to add, that
whilft he lives and flourithes, the virtuous, the ami-
able Dr. Cooper is in his grave, and Mr. Hancock,
that illuftrious citizen, he fears, not far removed
from it. TRANSLATOR,

* The Tranflator was prefent at this affembly at
Bofton, which was truly elegant, where he faw Mr. J.
Temple ftanding behind the croud, eyeing, like Mil-
ton’s Devil, the perfe& harmony and good humour
fubfifting between the French officers and the inha-

bitants, notas a friend to Britain, for that would
have
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fuperb, inagood ftyle of architeCture, well
decorated, and well lighted; it is admirably
well calculated for the coup d’oeil, and there
is good order, and every neceflary refrefh-
ment. ‘This affembly is much faperior to

that of the City Tavern at Philadelphia.
The 15th, in the morning, M. de Vau-
dreuil, and M. le Tombes, the French
Conful, called on me the moment I was
going out to vifit them. After fome con-
verfation, we went firft to wait on Governor
Hancock®, who was ill of the gout, and
unable to receive us; thence we went
to

have been pardonable, but to difcord, for he was at
this very inftant beafting of his inveteracy to Bri-
tain. TRANSLATOR.

# 1 had feen Mr. Hancock cighteen months be-
fore, on my former journey to Bofton, and had a
long converfation with him, in which I eafily dif-
covered that energy of chara&er which'had enabled
him to a& fo diftinguifhed a part in the prefent revo.
lution. He formerly poffefled a large fortune, which
he has almoft entirely facrificed in the defence of his
country, and which contributed not a little to main-
tain its credit, L hough yet a young man, for he is
not yet fifty, he is unfortunately very fubje& to the
gout, and is fometimgs, for whole months, unable

to ice company, -
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to Mr., Bowdpin’s, Mr. Brick’s, and Mr.
Cufbing’s, the Deputy Governor. I dined
with the Marquis de Vaudreuil, and after
dinner drank tea at Mr. Bowdoin’s, who
engaged us to fupper, only allowing M. de
Vauadreuil and myflf half an hour to pay a
vifit to Mrs. Cuthing. The cvening was
fpent agreeably, in a company of about
twenty perfons, among whom was Mrs.
Whitmore, and young Mrs. Bowdoin, who
was a2 new acquaintance for me, not hav-
ing {een her at Bofton when I was there the
preceding year.  She has a mild and agree-
able countenance, and a charaer corre-
fponding with her appearance.

The next morning I went with the Mar-
quis de Vaudreuil to pay fome other
vifits, and dined with Mr. Brick, where
were upwards of thirty perfons, and amongft
others Mrs. Tudor, Mrs. Morton, Mrs,
Swan, &c. 'The two former underftood
French 3 Mrs. Tudor in particular knows
it perfe@ly, and fpeaks it tolerably well. I
was very intimate with her during my ftay
at Bofton, and found her pofieffed, not only
of underﬁandmg, but of grace and deli-

S: 5 CaCY,
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cacy, in her mind and manners. After
dinner, tea was ferved, which being over,
Mr. Brick in fome fort infifted, but very
politely, onour ftaying fupper. ‘This fup-
per was on table exaétly four hours after
we rofe from dinner; it may be imagined
therefore that we did not eat-much, but
the Americans paid fome little compliments
toit; for, in general, they eat lefs than we
do, at their repafts, butas often as you
choofe, whichis in my opinion a very bad
method. Their aliments behave with their
ftomachs, as we do in France on paying
vifits; they never depart, until they fee
others enter. In other refpets we pafled
the day very agreeably. Mr. Brick is an
amiable man, and does the honours of his
table extremely well ; and there reigned in
this fociety a fon of eafe and freedom, which
is pretty general at Bofton, and cannot fail
of being pleafing to the French.

The day following I waited at home for M.
deVaudreuil, who called on me tocondué& me
todinner on board the Souverain. This fhip,
as well as the Hercule, was at anchor about
a mile from the port. The officer who

com-

)
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commanded her, gave us a great and ex-
cellent dinner, the honours of which he
did, both to the French and Americans,
with that noble and benevolent {pirit which
charaterizes him.  Among the latter was
a young man of eighteen, of the name of
Barrel, who had been two months on board,
that by living continually with the French,
he might accuftom himfelf to fpeak their
language, which cannot fail of being one
day ufeful to him*, For this is far from
being a common qualification in America,
nor can it be conceived to what a degree it
has hitherto been neglected ; the importance
of it however begins to be felt, nor can it
be too much encouraged for the benefit of
both nations. It is faid, and certainly with
great truth, that not only individuals, but
even nations, only quarrel for want of a
proper underftanding ; but it may be af-

firmed

* This is a very amiable young gentleman, and
his father a great connoiffeur in prints and paintings.
He was happy to have the opportunity of purchafing
a compleat colle&tion of Hogarth's piints from the
Tranflator, then on his return to Europe.

TRANSLATOR.
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firmeéd in a more dire@® and pofitive fenfe,
that mankind in general are not difpofed to
love thof¢ to whom they cannot cafily com=
municate their ideas, and impreffions. Not
only does their vivacity fuffer, and their
impatience become inflamed, but felf-love
1s offended as often as they f{peak without
béing underftood ; inftead of which, a man
expericnces a real {atisfaltion in enjoying an
advantage not poflefled by others, and of
which he is authorized conftantly to avail .
bimfelf. I have remarked during my refi-
dence in. America, that thofe amongft our
officers, who fpoke Englith, were much
more difpofed to like the inhabitants of the
country, than the others who were not
able to familiarize themfelves with the
language. Such is in fa&t the procedure of
the human mind, to impute to others the
contraricties we ourfelves experience; and
fuch, poflibly, is the true origin of that
difpofition we call bumeur, which muft be
confidered as a difcontent of which we can-
“pot complain; an interior diffatisfaction
which torments us, without giving us the
sight of attributing the caufe of it'to any
o other
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other perfon.  Humeur, or petvifbnefs, feems
to be to anger, what melancholy is to
grief; both one and the other are of longer
duration, becaufe they have no fixed objeét,
and do not carry, fo to fpeak, their comple-
mient with them ; fo that never attainin
that excefs, that maximum of fenfibility,
which brings on that repofe, or change of
fituation which nature wills, they can nei-
ther -be completely gratified, nor exhale
themfelves entirely.  As for the Americans,
they teftified ‘more furprize than peevith-
nefs, at meeting with a foreigner who
did not underftand Englith. But if they
are indebted for this opinion to a prejudice
of education, a fort of national pride, that
pride fuffered not a little from the refle&ion,
which frequently occurred, of thelanguage
of the country being that of their op-
preflors. Accordingly they avoided thefe
expreflions, jou [peak Englifbs you under-
Sland Englifb well ; and I have often heard
them fay—you fpeak American well's the
American is not difficult to lcarn. Nay, they
have carried it even fo far, as ferioufly to
propofe introducing a new language; and
fome
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fome perfons were defirous, for the conve-
nience of the public, that the Hebrew thould
be fubflituted for the Englith. The pro-
pofal was, -that it thould be taught in the
{chools, and made ufe of in all public aéts.
We may imagine that this project went no
farther; but we may conclude from the
mere fuggeftion, that the Americans could
not exprefs in a more energetic manner,
their averfion for the Englifh.

This digreflion has led me far from the
Souwerain, where I would return, how-
ever, with pleafure, were it not to take
leave of the Commandeur de Glanderes,
and to experience a thick fog, which
compelled me to renounce an excurfion
1 propofed making in the harbour, and
to get back to Bofton as faft as pofiible,
without vifiting Caftle Ifland, and Fort Wil-
Jiam. On landing, the Marquis de Vau-
dreuil and I went to drink tea at Mr.
Cuthing’s, who is Liecutenant Governor
of the State; whence we went to Mr.
T'udor’s, and fpent a very agreeable even-
ing. M. deParois, nephew of M. de Vau-
dreuil, had brought his harp, which he

1 accoms
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accompanied with great tafle and fkill ; this
was the firft time, however, for three years,
that I had heard truly vocal and national
mufic : It was the firft time that my ear had
been ftruck with thofe airs, and thofe words,
which reminded me of the pleafures, and
agreeable fentiments, which employed the
beft ®ra of my life. 1 thought myfelf in
Heaven, or which is the fame thing, I
thought myfelf returned to my country,
and once more {urrounded by the objelts of
my affeGtion.

On the 17th, T breakfafled with feveral
artillery officers, who had arrived with
their troop; that corps having greatly
preceded the reft of the infantry, in order
to have time to embark their cannon, and
other ftores. Ateleven I mounted my horfe,
and went to Cambridge, to pay a vifit to
Mer. Willard, the Prefident of that Univer-
fity,. My route, though fhort, it being
fcarce two leagues from Bofton to Cam-
bridge, required me to travel both by fea
and land, and to pafs through a field of
battle, and an intrenched camp. It has
been long faid that the route to Parnaflus is
difficult, but the obftacles we have there to

encounter,



268 TRAVELS IN

encounter, are rarely of the fame nature
with thofe which were in my way. A view
of the chart of the road, and town of Bofton,
will explain this better than the moft ela-
borate defcription. The reader will fee
that this town, one of the moft ancient in
America, and which contains from twenty
to five and twenty thoufand inhabitants, is
built upon a peninfula in. the bottom of a
large bay, the entrance of which is diffi-
cult, and in which lie difperfed a number
of iflands, that ferve ftill further for its de-
fence ; it is only acceflible one way on the
land fide, by a long neck or tongue of land,
furrounded by the fea on each fide, form-
ing afort of caufeway. To the Northward
of the town is another peninfula, which
adheres to the oppofite thore by avery fhort
rock, and on this peninfula is an eminence
called Bunker’s-bill, at the foot of which
are the remains of the little town of Char/es-
town. Cambridge is fituated to the North-
weft, about two miles from Bofton, but to
go there in a right line, you muft crofs 2
pretty confiderable arm of the fea, in which
are dangerous Ihoals, and, upon the coaft,

moraffes
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moraffes difficult to pafs, fo that the only
communication between the whole nor-
thern part of the Continent, and the town
of Bofton, is by the ferry of Charleflown,
or that of Winiffimet. The road to Cam-
bridge lies through the ficld of battle of
Bunker’s-hill. After an attentive exami-
nation of that poft, I could find nothing
formidable in it* ; for the Americans had
fcarcely time to form a breaftwork, thatis,
a flight retrenchment without a ditch,
which fhelters the men from mufquet fhot,
as high as the breaft. Their obftinate re-
fitance therefore, and the: prodigious lofs
fuftained by the Englith on this occafion,
muft be attributed folely to their valour.
The Britifh- troops were repulfed on all
fides, and put in fuch diforder, that Gen.
Howe is faid to have been at one time left
fingle in the field of battle, until General
Clinton arrived with a reinforcement, and
turned the left of the American pofition,
which

# Bunker’s-hill is an eminence neither more fteep,
nor more difficult of accefs than Primyrofe hill near

Hampftead, in the neighbourhood of London.
TRANSLATOR,
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which was weaker and more acceflible on
that fide. It was then thatGen. Warren,who
was formerly a phyfician, fell, and the Ame-
ricans quitted the field, lefs perhaps from
the fuperiority of  the enemy, than from
knowing that they had another pofition as
good, behind the neck which leads to
Cambridge ; for, in fact, that of Bunker’s-
hill was ufeful only in as much as it com-
manded Charleftown ferry®, and allowed
them to raife batteries againft the town of
Bofton. But was it neceffary to expofe
themfelves to the deftru&tion of their own
houfes, and the flaughter of their fellow
citizens, only that they might harrafs the
Englith in an afylum which fooner or later
they muft abandon ? Befides that, the Ame-
ricans could only occupy the heights of
Bunker’s-hill, the floops and frigates of the
enemy taking them in flank the inftant they

defcended

# A bridge of 1503 feet in length, and 42 in
breadth, is juft compleated (in1786) between Bofton
and Charleftown, welllighted at night with 40 lamps.
"This important work was executed by fubfcription.
The greateft depth of the wateris 46 feet nine inches,
apd the leaft is 14 feet. TRANSLATOR.
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defcended from them. Such, however,
was the effe@ of this memorable battle, in
every refpect honourable for our allies, that
1t 1s impofiible to calculate the confequences
of a complete victory*. The Englith, who
had upwards of eleven hundred men killed
and wounded, in which number were
feventy officers, might pofiibly have loft as
many more in their retreat ; for they were
under the neceflity of embarking to return
to Bofton, which would have been almoft
impraticable, without the protection of
their thipping ; the little army of Bofton
would in that cafe have been almoft totally
deftroyed, and the town muft of courfe
have been evacuated. But what would have
been the refult of this ? Independence was
notthendeclared, and the road to negociation
was {till open; an accommodation might
have taken place between the Mother Coun-
try and her Colonies, and animofities might

have

* This attack on Bunker’s-hill took place in the
time of the hay harveft, and much exccution was
done amongft the Britith by fome field-pieces, and
mufquetry concealed behind the cocks of hay.

TRANSLATOR.
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have {ubfided. The feparation not have been
compleated, England would not have ex-
pended one hundred millions ; the would
have preferved Minorca and the Floridas ;
nor would the balance of Europe, and the
liberty of the feas have been reftored. For
it muft in general be admitted, that England
alone has reafon to complain of the manner

" in which the fate of arms has decided this
long quarrel.

Scarcely have you pafled the neck which
joins the peninfula to the Continent, and
which is hemmed in on one fide by the
mouth of the Myflick, and on the other by
a bay called Milk Pond, than you fee the
ground rifing before you, and you diftin-
guifh on feveral eminences the principal-
forts which defended the entrenched camp
of Cambridge. The left of this camp was
bounded by the river, and the right ex-
tended towards the fea, covering this town
which lay in the rear. Iexamined feveral
of thefe forts, particularly that of Prgfpest-
bill.  All thefe entrenchments feemed to
me to be executed with intelligence ; nor
was I farprized that the Englith refpected

‘ them
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them the whole winter of 1776. The
American troops, who guarded this poft,
pafled the winter at their eafe, in good
barracks, well flanked, and well covered ;
they had at that time abundance of provi=
fions, whilft the Englith, notwithﬂ:anding
their communication with the fea, were in
want of various efiential articles, particularly
fire-wood and frefth meat. Their govern~,
ment, not expe&ing to find the Americans
fo bold and obftinate, provided too late for
the fupply of the little army at Bofton.
This negligence, however, they endeavoured
to repair, and fpared nothing for that pur-
pofe, by freighting a great number of
veflels, in which they crowded a vaft num=
ber of fheep, oxen, hogs, and poultry of
every kind ; but thefe fhips, failing at a bad
feafon of the year, met with gales of wind
in going out of port, and were obliged to
throw the greateft part of their cargoes into
the fea, infomuch that, it is faid, the coaft
of Ireland, and the adjoining ocean, were
for fome time covered with herds, which,
unlike thofe of Proteus, were neither able
to live amidft the waves, nor gain the fhores

Vor. IL iy The
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The Americans, on the contrary, who had
the whole continent at their difpofal, and
had neither exhaufled their refources, nor
their credit, lived happy and tranquil in
their barracks, awaiting the {uccours pro-
mifed them in the fpring. Thefe fuccours
were offered and furnifhed with much gene-
rofity by the Southern Provinces; provinces,
with which, under the Englifh Govern-
ment, they had no connexion whatever,
and which were more foreign to them than
the mother country. It wasalready a great
mark of confidence, therefore, on the part
of the New Englanders, to count upon that
aid which was offered by generofity alone :*
but who could forefee that acitizen of Vir-
ginia, who, for the firft time, vifited thefe
northern countries, not only thould become
their liberator, but fhould even know how
to eret trophies, to ferve as a bafe to the

great

* Surely good policy had fome fhare in the ala-
crity of thefe proffered fuccours, nor does this fup.
pofition, whilft it does credit to the difcernment,
derogate from the generofity of the Virginians, ——
Tua res agitur, parics cum proximus ardet !

TRANSLATOR.
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great edifice of Liberty ? Who could forefee
that the enterprize, which failed at Bunker’s-
hill, at the price even of the blood of the
brave Warren, and that of a thoufand
Englith facrificed to his valour, attempted
on anoth;r fide and conduéted by General
Wathington, fhould be the work only of
one night, the effet of a fimple manceuvre,
of a fingle combination ? Who could fore-
fee, in thort, that the Englith would be
compelled to evacuate Bofton, and to aban-
don their whole artillery and all their am-
munition, without cofting the life of a fin-
gle foldier ? :

To attain this important object, it was
only neceflary to occupy the heights of
Dorchefter, which formed another penin-
fula, the extremity of which is within can-
non fhot of Bofton, and in a great meafure
commands the port: bat it required the
eye of General Wathington to appreciate the
importance of this poft; it required his
adivity and refolution to undertake to fteal
* a march upon the Englith, who { rrounded
it with their fhipping, and who could
tran{port troops thither with the greateft

mm

T 2 facility.
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facility. But it required ftill more: no-
thing fhort of the power, or rather the
great credit he bad already acquired in the
army, and the difcipline he had eftablithed,
were requifite to effeét a general movement
of the troops encamped at Cambridge and
at Roxbury, and carry his plan into cxecu-
tion, in one night, with fuch celerity and
filence, as that the Englifh fhould only
be apprized of it, on fecing, at the
break of day, entrenchments already
thrown up, and batteries ready to open upon
them. Indeed he had carried his precau-
tions fo far, as to order the whips to be
taken from the waggoners, left their im-
patience, and the difficulty of the roads
“might induce them to make ufe of them,
and occafion an alarm. It is not eafy to
add to the aftonifhment naturaily excited
by the principal, and above all, by the early
events of this memorable war ; but I muft
mention, that whilt General Wathington
was blockading the Englith in Bofton, his
army was in fuch want of powder as not
to have three rounds a man ; and that if a
bomb-ketch had not chanced to run on

thore
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thore in the road, containing fome tons of
powder, which fell into the hands of the
Americans, it would have been impofiible
to attempt the affair of Dorchefter; as with=
out it, they had not wherewithal to ferve
the batteries propofed to be ereéted.

I apprehend that nobody will be difpleaf-
ed at this digrefiion; but fhould it be
otherwife, I muft obferve, that in a very
thort excurfion I had made to Boften,
eighteen months before, having vifited all
the retrenchments at Roxbury and Dorchef-
ter, I thought it unneceffary to return thi-
ther, and I was the lefs difpofed to it from
the rigour of the feafon, and the fhort time
1 had to remain at Bofton. But how is-it
poflible to enter into a few details of this
fo juftly celebrated town, without recalling
the principal events which have given it re-
nown? But how, above all, refift the plea-
{fure of retracing every thing which may
contribute to the glory of the Americans,
and the reputation of the illuftrious Chief?
Nor is this ftraying from the temple of
the Mufes, to confider objets which .
muft long continue to conftitute their

4 T themes
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theme. Cambridge is an afylum worthy
of them ; it is a little town inhabited only
by ftudents, profeffors, and the fmall num-
ber of fervants and workmen whom they
employ. ‘The building deftined for the
univerfity is noble and commanding, though
it be not yet compleated ; it already con-
tains three handfome halls for the claffes,
a cabinet of natural philofophy, and inftru-
ments of every kind, as well for aftronomy,
as for the fciences dependant on mathema-
tics ; a vaft gallery, in which the library is
P]accd, and a chapel correfponding with
the grandenr and magnificence of the other
parts of the edifice. The library, which is
already numerous, and which contains
handfome editions of the beft authors, and
well bound books, owes its richnefs to the
‘zeal of feveral citizens, who, fhortly be-
fore the war, formed a fubfecription, by
means of which they began to fend for
books from England. But as their fund
was very moderate, they availed themfelves
of their connexions with the mother coun-
try, and, above all, of that generofity
which the En glif.h invariably difplay when-

' cver
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ever the obje® is, to propagate ufeful
knowledge in any part of the world. Thefe
zealous citizens not only wrote to England,
but made feveral voyages thither in fearch
of afliftance, which they readily obtained.
One individual alone, made them a prefent
to the amount of [ 500 flerling ; I with I
could recollet his name, but it is eafy to

difcover it *. It is infcribed in letters of -
gold over the compartment containing the
books which he beftowed, and which form

a particular library. For it is the rule, that
each

* The Tranflator is happy in being able to fup-
ply this deficiency, by recording the refpected name
of the late Tromas Howrwts, Efg; a truly eminent’
citizen of England, who, inevery af of his publie
and private life, did honour to his illuftrious name,
to his country, and to human nature. One of his
anceftors too, of the fame name, founded, in this
fame college, a profeffoifhip for the mathematics and
natural philofophy, and ten fcholarfhips for ftudents
in thefe and other fciences, with other benefaions,
to the amount of little lefs than [35000 fterling.
Public virtue, and private accomplithments {cem to
be hereditary in this family; Mr. Thomas Brand
Hollis, the inheritor of this fortune, purfuing:the
footfteps of hisexcellent predecellors— paffibus equiss

TrRANSLATOR.
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each donation to the univerfity fhall re-
mhaih as it was received, and occupy a place
apart; a praQice better adapted to encour-
age the generofity of bencfadtors, and to
exprefs gratitude, than to facilitate the li-
brarians libour, or that of the ftudents.
1t is probable therefore, that, as the col-,
le&tion is augmenting daily, a more com~

modious arrangement will be adopted.
“‘The' profeffors ofs the univerfity live in
their own houfes, and the fludents board
in the town for a moderate price. ~Mr.
Willard, who was juft eleCed Prefident,
1s alfo a member of the academy of
Bofton, to which he aéts as Secrétary
of the foreign correfpondence. We had
already had fome intercourfe with each
other, "but it ‘pleafed me to have the
opportunity of forming a miore particular
acquaintance with him; be unites to great
underftanding and literature, a knowledge
of the abftrufe (ciences, and particularly
aftronomy. 1 muft here repeat, what I
have obferved elfewhere, that in compat-
ing our univerfitics and our ftudies in ge-
peral, with thofe of the Americans, it
would
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would not be our intereft to call for a de«
cifion of the quefion, which of the two
nations fhould be confidered as an infant
people.
The thort time I remained at Cambridge
allowed me to fee only two of the pro-
feflors, and as many ftudents, whom I
either met with, or who came to vifit me
at Mr. Willard’s. . I was expe&ed to dine
with our Conful, Mr. de Letombes, and I
was obliged to hurry, for they dine earlier
at Bofton than at Philadelphia. 1 found
upwards of twenty perfons aflembled, as
well French officers, as American gentle-
men, in the number of whom was Dodior
Cooper, a man juftly celebrated, and not
lefs diftinguifhed by the graces of his mind,
and the amiablenefs of his chara&er, than
by his uncommen eloquence, and patriotic
zeal. He has always lived in thesftricteft
intimacy with Mr. Hancock, and has been
ufeful to him on more than one occafion,
Amongft the Americans attached by poli-
tical intereft to France, no one bas difplay=
ed a more marked attention to the French,
nor has any man received from Nature 3
charalter
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charatter more ‘analogous to their own. But
it was in the fermon he delivered, at the
folemn inauguration of the new conftitu=
tion of Maflachuflfets, that he feemed to
pour forth his whole foul, and develop at
once all the refources of  his genius,
and every fentiment of his heart. The
French' nation, and the monarch who go-
verns it, are there chara&erized and cele~
brated with equal grace and delicacy. Ne-
ver was there fo happy, and fo poignant a
mixture of religion, politics, philofophy,
morality, and even of literature.  This dif-
courfe muft be known at Paris, where I
fent feveral copies, which I have no doubt
will be eagerly tranflated. I hope only that
it will efcape the avidity of thofe hafty
writers, who have made a fort of property
of the prefent revolution ; nothing, in fact,
is moré dangerous than thefe precipitate
traders in literature, who pluck the fruit
the moment they have any hopes of felling
it, thus depriving us of the pleafure of en-
joying it in its maturity. It is for a Salluf}
and a Tacitus alone to tranfmit in their
works, the actions and harangues of their

' contems=
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contemporaries ; nor did zhey write till after
fome great change in affairs had placed an
immenfe interval between the epocha of
the hiftory they tranfinitted, and that in
which it was compofed ; theart of printing
too, being then unknown, they were en-
abled to meafure, and to moderate, at plea-
fure, the publicity they thought proper to
give to their produ&ions. :

Doc&tor Cooper, whom I never quitted
without regret, propofing to me to drink
tea with him, I accepted it without dif-
ficulty. He received mein a very {fmall
houfe, furnithed in the fimpleft manner,
every thing in it bore the character of a mo-
defty which proved the feeble foundation of
thofe colonies fo induftrioufly propagated by
the Englith, who loft no occafion of infi-
nuating that his zeal for the Congrefs and
their allies had a very different motive from
patriotifm and the genuine love of liber-
ty *. A vifit to Mrs Tudor, where Mr. de

Vaudreuil

* Mr. John Temple finding himfelf detected,
and ill received at Bofton, was the undoubted author

of thefe calumnies againft Doétor Cooper, who had
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Vaudreuil and 1 had again the pleafure of
an agreeable converfation, interrupted from
time to time by pleafing mufic, rapidly
brought round the hour for repairing to the
club. This affembly is held every Tyef-
day, in rotation, at the houfes of the dif.
ferent members who compofe it; this wag
the day for Mr. Ruffe/*, an honeft mer-

' chant,

nobly dared to warn his countrymen againft his
infidious attempts to difunite the friends to liberty,
under the mafk of zeal and attachment to America.
He dared, contrary to the decifive evidence of a long
feries of pure difinterefted public condu@ in the
hour of danger, when Mr. Temple was a fkulking,
penfioned refugee in England, more than to infi-
nuate, that Do&or Cooper, and My. Hancock, that
martyr to the public caufe, were a@ually in pay of
the French court; but if ever there could be a
doubt, entertained of fuch charafters, founded on
the affertions of fuch a man, his fubfequent con-
du&t has irrefragably proved, that as the calumny
was pfopagated by him, fo the fuggeftion muft have
originated in his own heart. ‘Let not the Anglo-
American Conful General to the United States com-
“plain. Hiftorical juftice will overtake both him
and Arnold. Itis a c_o;:_ldition in- the indenture of
their bargain. TRANSLATOR,

* The Tranflator had the pleafure of being ac-
quainted with the fon of Mr.Ruflel and his friend
Winthrop, in France and Holland. He had the
good fortune likewife to meet with the Jatter at Bof
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chant, who gave us an excellent reception.
The laws of the club are not ftraitening,
the number of dithes for fupper alone are
limited, and there muft be only two of
meat, for fupper -is not the American re-
paft. Vegetables, pies, and efpecially good
wine, are not{pared. The hour of aflem-
bling is after tea, when the company play
at cards, converfe, and read the public pa-
pers, and fit down to table between nine
and ten. The fupper was as free as if
there had been no ftrangers, fongs were
given at table, and a Mr. Stewart f{ung
fome which were very gay, with a tolerable
good voice.

The 19th the weather was very bad, and
I went to breakfaft with Mr. Broom, where
I remained fome time, the converfation be-
ing always agreeable and unreftrained.
Some officers who called upon me, having
taken up the reft of the morning, I at
length joined Mr. de Vaudreuil to go and

dine

ton. He takes a pride in mentioning thefe amiable
young men, as they cannot fail of becoming valuable
members of a rifing country which attrats the at-
tention of the world, TRANSLATOR,



286 STRAVELS UN

dine with Mr. Cuthing. The Licutenant
Governor, on this occafion, perfectly fup-
ported the juftly acquired reputation of the
inhabitants of Bofton, of being friends to
good wine, good cheer, and hofpitality.
After dinner he condu&ed us into the
apartment of his fon, and his daughter-in-
law, 'with whom we were invited to drink
tea. For though they inhabited the fame
houfe with their father, they had a feparate
houfehold, according to the cuftom in Ame-
rica; where it is very rare for young peo-
ple to live with their parents, when they
are once fettled in the world. In a nation
which is in a perpetual ftate of increafe,
every thing favours of that general tenden-
cy; every thing divides and multiplies.
The fenfible and amiable Mrs. Tudor was
once more our centre of union, during the
evening, which terminated in a familiar
and very agreeable fupper at young Mrs.
Bowdoin’s. MTr. de Parois, and Mr. Du-
mas fung different airs and duets, and Mrs.
Whitmore undertook the pleafure of the
eyes, whilft they fupplied the gratification
of our ears.

The
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The 20th was wholly devoted to fo-
ciety. Mr. Broom gave me an excellent
dinner, the honours of which were per-
formed by Mrs. Jarvis and her fifter, with
as much politenefs and attention as if they
had been old and ugly. I fupped with Mr.
Bowdoin, where 1 {till found more hand-
fome women affembled. If I do not place
Mrs. Temple, Mr. Bowdcin’s daughter, in
the number, it is not from want of refpeé,
but becaufe her figure is fo diftinguithed
as to make it unneceflary to pronounce her
truly beautiful ; nor did fthe fuffer in the
comparifon with a girl of twelve years
old, who was formed however to attract
attention. ‘This was neither a handfome
child nor a pretty woman, but rather an
angel in difguife of a young girl; for I am
at a lofs otherwife to exprefs the idea which
young perfons, of that age, convey in Eng-
land and America; which, as I have ul-
ready faid, is not, amongft us, the age of
Beauty and the Graces. They made me
play at whift, for the firft time fince my ar-
rival in America. The cards were Englifh,
that is, much handfomer and dearer than

ours,
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ours, and we marked our points with Louis-
d’ors, or fix-and-thirties ; when the party
was finifhed, the lofs was not difficult to {et-
tle ; for the company was ftill faithful to
that voluntary law eftablithed in fociety
from the commencement of the troubles,
which prohibited playing for money dur-
ing the war. This law however, was not
fcrupuloufly obferved in the clubs, and par-
ties made by the men amongft themfelves.
‘The inhabitants of Bofton are fond of high
play, and it is fortunate, perhaps, that the
war happened when it did, to moderate this
paffion which began to be attended with
dangerous confequences *.

On Thurf{day the 21t there fell fo much
fnow as to determine me to defer my de-
partdre, and Mr. Brick, who gave a great
dinner to Mr. d’Aboville, and the French
artillery officers, underftanding that I was
ftill at Bofton, invited me to dine, whither I

went

-# Tt is with real concern the Tranflator adds, that
gaming is a vice but too pravelent in all the great
towns, and which has been already attended with
the moft fatal confequences, and with frequent fui-
cide. TRANSLATOR.
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went in Mr. de Vaudreuil’s carriage. Mr.
Barrel came alfo to invite me to tea, where
we went after dinner; and, as foon as we
were difengaged, haftened to return to Mrs:
Tudor’s. Her hufband, * after frequently
whifpering to her, at length communicated
to us an excellent piece of pleafantry of her
invention, which was a petition to the
Queen, written in French, wherein, un-
der the pretext of complaining of Mr. de
Vaudreuil and his fquadron, fhe beftowed
on them the moft delicate and moft charm-
ing eulogium. We paffed the remainder
of the evening with Mr. Brick, who had
again invited us to fuppet, where we enjoy-
ed all the pleafures infeparable from his fo-
ciety. IThad a great ‘deal of converfation
with Do&or Yarvis, a young phyfician, and
alfo a furgeon, but what was better, a good
whig, with excellent views in politics.
When Mr. D’Effaing left Bofton, the fick
and wounded were intrufted to his care,

Vour. Il U ‘ and

* Mr, Tudor is the gentleman who has forfre-
quently diftinguifhed himfelf by ammated orations
on the annual commemoration of {ome of the lead-
ing events of this civil war. TRANSLATOR,
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and heinformed me, that the fick, who were
recovering faft, in general relapfed, on re-
moving them from the town of Bofton,
where they enjoyed a good air, to Roxbury,
which is an unhealthy fpot, furrounded
with marfhes. The phyficians in America
pay much more attention than ours to the
qualities of the atmofphere, and frequently
employ change of air as an effectual re-
medy.

‘The 22d I fet out at ten o'clock, after
taking leave of Mr. Vaudreuil, and having
had reafon to be fatisfied with him, and the
town of Bofton. It is inconceivable how
the ftay of the fquadron has contributed to
conciliate the two nations, and to {trengthen
the conne&ions which unite them *. The

virtue

¥ During my ftay at Bofton, a young Chevalier
de Malthe, Monfieur e I’ Epine, belonging to Mr.
de Vaudreuil’s {quadron, died, and I was prefent at
his funeral. He was buried with the forms of the
Catholic Church, by the firft Chaplain to the fleet,
and his remains were attended to the place of inter-
ment, befides his brother officers, &c. by the mem-
bers of the fenate and affembly, the principal inha-
bitants of the town, and the minifters of every fo2
of religion in Bofton. The holy candles, and all the



NORTH-AMERICA.  zg

virtue of Mr. de Vaudreuil, his fplendid
¢Xample of good morals, as well as the fim=
Plicity and goodnefs of his manners, an ex-
ample followed, beyond all hope and belief,
by the officers of his fquadron,have cap-
tivated the hearts of a people, who, though
now the moft determined enemies to the
Englith, had never hitherto been friendly
to the French. T have heard it obferved a
hundred times at Bofton, that in the time

U2 even

Catholic ceremonies were ufed on the occafion, in
a town too, where, a few years before, the hieratchical
pomp even of the church of England barely met
with toleration ; an ufeful leflon this to Machiave-
lian rulers, whofe ftrength confifts in the filly dif=
cord and divifions of their fellow creatures. The
Tranflator contemplated this interefting fcene with
a complacent curiofity, which was enly interrupted
by the folitary diffatisfaction of Mr. Jobn Temple,
who, as well as his honeft coadjutor, the pioxs Ar-
nold, ¢ was fhocked at feecing his countrymen
‘¢ participating in the rites of a church, againft
whole antichrifiian corruptions your pious anceftors
“ would have witneffed with their blood.” Se
this zealous proteffans’s proclamation, after felling
himfelf to England, for £7000 3 per cents. and fa-
crificing the amiable, unhappy Major André.
TRANSLATOR.



291 TRAVELS IN

even of the greateft harmony with the mo-
ther country, an Englith thip of war never
anchored in the port without fome violent
quarrels between the pedple and the failors ;
yet the French fquadron’ had been there
three months without occafioning the
flightett difference.  The officers of our
navy were every where received, not only
as allies, but brothers; and though they
were admitted by the ladies of Bofton to
the greateft familiagity, not a fingle indif-
cretion, not even the moft diftant at-
tempt at impertinence ever difturbed the
confidence, or innocent harmony of this
pleafing intercourfe.

The obfervations I have already made on
the commerce of New England, render it
unneceflary to enter into any particular de-
tails on that of the town of Bofton. I fhal}
only mention a vexation exercifed towards
the merchants ; ‘a vexation {till more odious
than that 1 have fpoken_ of relative to Mr.
Tracy, and of which I had not the {mallefk
fufplcmn, wntil Mr, Brick. ggwe me a parti~
cular account of it. Befides the cxcifc and
licenfe dutics mentioned above, the mer-

chants
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chants are fubjeét to a fort of tax on wealth,
which is arbitrarily impofed by twelve af-
feflors, named indeed by the inhabitants of
the town; but as the moft confiderable
merchant has only one vote any more than
the fmalleft thoopkeeper, it may be imagin-
ed how the interelts of the rich are re{peét-
ed by this committece. Thefe twelve af-
feflors having full powers to tax the people
according to their ability, they eftimate, on
a view, the bufinefs tranfacted by each
merchant, and his probable profits. Mr.
Brick, for example, being agent for the
French navy, and interefted befides in fe-
feveral branches of commeree, amongft o-
thers in that of infurance, they calculate
how much bufinefs he may be fuppofed to
do, of which they judge by the bills of ex-
change he endorfes, and by the policies he
underwrites, and according to their valu-
ation, in which neither loffes nor expences
are reckoned, they fuppofe him to gain fo
much a day ; and he is confequently fub=
jected to a proportionable daily tax. Dur-
ring the year 1781, Mr. Brick paid no lefs
than tbree guineas and a half P“" day. 1t

U 3 "=l is
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is evident that nothing fhort of patriotifin,
and above all, the hope of a {peedy conclu-
fion to the war, could induce men to fub-
mit to {o odious and arbitrary an impoft ;
nor can the patience with which the com-
mercial iptereft in gcncra.l', and Mr. Brick
in particular, bear this burthen, be too
much commended.

The 22d I went, without ftopping, to
Wrentham, where 1 {lept, and reached Pro-
vidence to dinner the 23d ; where I found
our infantry aflembled, and waiting till the
veflels were ready ta receive them, Here I
remained {ix days, during which 1 made an
excurfion of four-and-twenty hours to vifit
my old friends at Newport.

The 3oth I left Providence, with Meflts.
Lynch, Montefquieu, and de Vaudreuil,
and flept at Voluntown. The next day
Mr. Lynch returned to Providence *, ‘and

we

* Mr. Lynch, who was Aide Major General, and
defigned to be employed under the orders of the Ba-
ron dc Viomenil, embarked with the troops. Mr.
de Taleyrand was determined to follow them
as>a fimple volunteer, and, affuming the uni-
form of a foldier in the regiment of Soiffonnois,
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we feparated with mutual regret. The
fame day, the 1ft of December, we ftop~
ped at Windham to reft our horfes, and
- {lept at #bite’s tavern at Andover, near Bol-
ton. The 2d I got to breakfaft at Hartford,
where I ftaid two or three hours, as well to
arrange many particulars relative to the de-
parture of my baggage, as to pay a vifit to
Mrs. Wadfworth. Mr. Frank Dillon, who
had come to me at Providence, where he re-
mained 2 day longer than me, joined me
here. From hence we went to Farming-
ton, where we arrived as night was coming
on, and alighted at an inn kept by a Mr.
~ Wadf{worth, no relation of the Colonel’s;
but with whom I had lodged a month be-"
fore, when on the march with my divifion.
Mrs. Lewis, hearing of my arrival, fent her
{on to offer me a bed at her houfe, which
I declined with a promife of breakfafting
with

he marched into Baofton in the ranks of the com-
pany of Chaffeurs, This company embarked in the
fame veffel with the Comte de Segur, then Colo-
nel en fecond of the Soiffonnois; and Mr, de Ta-
leyrand remained attached to it till his return te
Europe, :
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with her the next morning ; but, in a quar-
ter of an hour, the called on me herfelf,
accompanied by a militia Colonel, whofe
name I have forgot, and fupped with us,
The 3d, in the morning, I vifited Mr. Pirkin
the minifter, with whom I had lodged the
prcccding year, when the French army was
on its march to join General Wathington
on the North river. He is a man of an ex-
traordinary turn, and rather an original,
but is neither deficient in literature nor in-
formation. His father was formerly Gover-
nor of Conne&icut; he profefles a great
regard for the French, and charged me,
half joking, and half in earneft, to give his
compliments to the King, and tell him
that there was one Prefbyterian minifter in
" Americaon whofe prayers he might reckon,
I went to breakfaft with Mrs. Lewis, and at
ten fet out for Litchfield. The roads were
very bad, but the country is embellithed by
new fettlements, and a confiderable num-
ber of houfes newly built, feveral of which
were taverns. It was four when we arriv-
ed at Litchfield, and took up our quarters
at Sbelding’s tavern, a new inm, large, fpa-

' ~ clous
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cious and neat, but indifferently provided,
We were firuck with melancholy on fee-
ing Mr. Shelding fend a negro on horfe-
back into the nclghbourhood to get {ome-
thing fér our fupper, for which however
we did not wait long, and it was pretty
good.
 The 4th we fet out at half paft eight,
and baited at Wafhington, after admiring
a fecond time the picturefque profped of the
two falls, and the furnaces, half way be-
tween Litchfield and Wathington. Nor was
it without pleafure that I obferved the great
change two years had produced in a coun-
try at that time wild and defart. On paf-
fing through it two years before, there was
only one miferable alehoufe at this place;
at prefent we had the choice of four or five
inns, all clean and fit to lodge in. Mor-
gan’s pafles for the beft, but through mif-
take we alighted at another, which I think
is not inferior to it. Thus has the war,
by ftopping the progrefs of commerce, pro-
ved ufeful to the interior of the country ;
for it has not only obliged feveral merchants
to quit the coafts, in fearch of peaceable
‘ habitations
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habitations in the mountains, but it has
compelled commerce to have recourfe to in-
land conveyance, by which means many
roals are now frequented which formerly
were but little ufed. It was five in the after-
noon when I arrived at Moorhoufe’s tavern.
In this journey, 1 pafled the river at Bull’s
awarks, and having again flopped to admire
the beauty of the landfcape, I had an op-
- portunity of convincing myfclf that my
former eulogium is not exaggerated. The
river, which was {welled by the thaw, ren=
dered the catara& {till more fublime; but a
magazine of coals having fallen down, in
fome meafure deftroyed the profpe of the
furnaces. On this occafion I had not much
reafon to boaft of the tavern. Coalonel
Moorhoufe, after whom it was named, no
Jonger kept it, but had refigned it to his
fon, who was abfent, fo that there were
none but women in the houfe. Mr. Dillon,
wha had gone on a little before, had the
greateft difficulty in the world to perfuade
them to kill fome chickens; our fupper was
but indifferent, and as foon as it was over,
and we had got near the fire, we faw thefg
women, tg the number of four, take our

place
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place at table, and eat the remainder of it,
with an American dragoon, who was fta-
tioned there. 'This gave us fome uneafinefs
for our fervants, to whom they left in fa&
a very trifling portion. On afking one of
them, a girl of {ixteen, and tolerably hand-
fome, fome queftions the next morning,
I learnt that fhe, as well as her fifter, who
was fomething clder, did not belong to the
family ; but that baving been driven by the
favages from the neighbourhood of #yoming,
where they lived, they had taken refuge
in this part of the country, where they
worked for a livelthood, and that being in-
timate with Mors. Moorhoufe, they took a
pleafure in helping her, when there were
many travellers; for this road is at prefent
much frequented. Obferving this poor
girl’s eyes filled with tears in relating her
misfortune, I became more interefted, and
on defiring farther particulars, fhe told me,
that her brother was murdered, almoft be-
fore her eyes, and that fhe had barely time
to fave herfelf on foot, hy running as faft
as fthe could ; that fhe had travelled in this
manner fifty miles, with her feet covered
with blood, hefore fhe found a horfe. - In

other
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other refpe@s the was in no want, nor did
- fhe experience any mifery. That is a bur-
then almoft unknown in America. Stran-
gers and fugitives, thefe unfortunate fifters
had met with fuccours. Lodgings, and nou-
rifthment, are never wanting in this coun-
try ; cloathing is more difficult to procure,
from the dearnefs of 2ll forts of ftuffs ; but
for this they ftrive to find a fubftitute by
their own labour. I gave them a Louis to
buy fome articles of drefs with, my Aides
de Camp, to whom I communicated the
ftory, made them a prefent likewife, and
this little a& of munificence being foon
made known to the miftrefs of the houfe,
obtained us her efteem, and fhe appeared
very penitent for having fhewn fo much
repugnance to kill her chickens.

The sth we fet out at nine, and rode,
without ftopping, to Fith-kill, where we
arrived at half paft two, after a four-and-
twenty miles journey through very bad
roads. lalighted at Boerorn’s tavern, which
I knew to be the fame I had been at two
years before,” and kept by Mrs. Egremont.
The houfe was changed for the better, and

we made a very good {upper, We pafied
: the
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the Nofth-river as night came on, and ar-
rived at fix o'clock at. Newdburgh, where
found Ms. and Mrs. Wathington, Colonel
Tilgham, Colonel Humphreys, and Major
Walker. - 'The. head quarters of Newburgh
confift of a fingle houfe, neither vaft nor
commodious, which is built in the Dutch
fathion, The largeft room in it (which was
the proprietor’s parlour for his family, and
which General Wathington has converted
into his dining room) is in truth tolerably
_ fpacious, but it has feven doors, and only
one window. The chimney, or rather the
chimney back, is againft the wall ; fo that
there is in fact but one vent for the {moke,
and the fire isin the room itfelf. I found
the compony affembled in a {mall room
which ferved by way of parlour. At nine
 fupper was ferved, and when the hour of bed-
time came, I found that the chamber, to
which the General conduéted me, was the
very parlour I{peak of, wherein he hadmade
them place a camp-bed. We aflembled at
breakfaft the next morning at ten, during
which interval my bed was folded up, and
my chamber became the fitting-room for the
whole afternoon; for American manners

do
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do not admit of a bed in the room in whicH
company is received, efpecially when there
are women. The fmallnefs of the houfe,
and the difficulty to which I faw that Mr.
and Mrs. Wathington had put themfelves
to receive me, made me apprehenfive left
Mr. Rochambeau, who was to fet out the
day after me;, by travelling as faft, might
arrive on the day that I remained there. 1
refolved therefore to fend to Fifh-kill to
meet him, with a requeft that he would
ftay there that night. Nor was my pre-
caution fuperfluous, for my exprefs found
him already at the /anding, where he flept,
and did not join us till the next morning
as I was fetting out. The day I rémained
at head quarters was pafled cither at table
or in converfation. General Hand, A -
jutant General, Colonel Reed of New
Hampfhire, and Major Grabam dined with
us.  On the #th I took leave of Generdl
Wathington, nor is it difficult to imagine
the pain this feparation gave me; but I
have too much pleafure in recolle@ing the
real tendernefs with which it affected him,
not to take a prlde in mentioningit. Colonel

Tilghman
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Tilghman got on horfeback to thew me, in
the road, the barracks that ferve as winter
quarters for the American army, which
were not quite finithed, though the fea-
fon was already far advanced, and the cold
very fevere. They are {pacious, healthy, and
well built, and confift in a row of log-
houfes containing two chambers, each in-
habited by eight foldiers when compleat,
which makes commonly from five to fix
effectives; afecond range of barracks is def-
tined for the non-commiflioned officers.
Thefe barracks are placed in the middle
of the woods, on the {lope of the hills, and
within reach of water; as the great objett
is a healthy and convenient fituation ; the
army are on feveral lines, not exactly pa-
rallel with each other. But it will appear
fingular in Europe, that thefe barracks
thould be built without a bit of iron, not
even nails, which would render the work
tedious and difficult, were not the Ameri-
cans very expert in putting wood together.
After viewing the barracks, I regained the
high road; but pafling before GeneralGates’s
houfe, the fame that General Knox inha-

bited



o PR RV TPV

bited in 1780, I ftopped fome time to make
a vifit of politenefs. The remainder of the
day I had very fine weather, and I ftopped
and baited my horfes at an inn in the town-
thip of Chefler. 1In this inn I found nothing
but a woman, who appeared good and ho-
neft, and who had charming children.
This route is little peopled, but new fet-
tlements are forming every day. Before
we reached Chefter we paffed by a bridge of
wood, over a creek, called Murderers river,
which falls into the North River, above
New Windfor, on the other fide of Chefter;
I fiill kept fkirting the ridge of mountains
which {eparates this country from 74e Clove.
Warwick, where I lept, a pretty large place
for fo wild a country, is twelve miles from
Chefter, and twenty-eight from Newburgh;
I lodged here in a very good inn kept by
Mr. Smith, the fame at whofe houfe T had
flept two years before at Ckeat, which ‘was
much inferior to this. ‘The Améfican ar-
my having, for two years paft,’had their
winter quarters near Weftpoint, Mr. Smith
lma.gmed with reafon, that this road would
be more frequented than that of Paramus,

and
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:md'i he had taken this inn of a Mr. Beard,
at whofe houfe we ftopped next day to
breakfaft. ‘The houfc had been given up
to him with fome furniture, and he had
upwards of one hundred and fifty acres of
land belonging to it, for the whole of
which he paid feventy pounds, (currency)
making about one hundred piftoles. I had
every reafon to be content both with my
old acquaintance and the new eftablifhment.
The next morning, the 7th, we fetout
before breakfaft, and the fnow began to
fall as foon as we got on horfeback, which
did not ceafe till we got to Beard's tavern.
This houfe was not near fo good as the
other, but the workmen were bufy in aug-
menting it. On enquiring of Mr. Beard,
who is an Irithman, the reafon of his quit=
ting his good houfe at Warwick' to keep
this inn, he informed me, that it was a fet-
tlement he was forming for his fon-in-law,
and that as foon as he had put it in order,
he fhould return to his houfe at Warwick.
This Mr. Beard had long lived as a mer-
chant at New-York, and even fold books,
which I learnt from obferving {ome good
Wor. Ik X ones
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ones at his houfe, amongf{t others, Human
Prugence, which 1 purchafed of him. It
ceafed {nowing at noon, and the weather
moderated ;_but in the afternoon it return-
ed in blafts, for which however I was in-
demnified by the beautiful effe& produced
by the fetting-fun amid the clouds, its
rays-being refle®ted on the eaft, and form-
mg afort of parhelion.  Towards the even-
ing the weather became very cold, and
we reached Sw/fex an hour before dark, and
took up our lodgings at Mr. Willis’s. The
firc being not well lighted in the room in-
tended for me, I flepped into the parlour,
where I found feveral people who ap-
peared to gg colle@ted together upon bufi-
nefs 3 they had, accordmg to cuftom, drank
a good quantity of grog, one of them,
called Mr. Archibald Stewart, {melt pretty
ftrong. A converfation took place among
us, and Mr. Pocps, formerly Aide de Camp
to General Dickinfon, and at prefent a rich
landholder in the ]erfcys, havmg learnt
that I was going to Beiblebem *, or ima-

gining

* Bethlehem is a fort of colony founded by the
Moravian brethren, frequently called Herrenbuter,
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gining {o from the queftions I atked about
the roads, very obligingly invited me to
come the next day and fleep at his houfe.
His houfe is on the banks of the Delaware,
twenty-{ix miles from Suflex, thirteen from
Eafton, and twenty-four from Bethlehem.
At firft 1 had fome difficulty in accepting
his offer, from the apprehenfion one natu-
rally has of being ftraitened onefelf, or of
ftraitening others.  He infifted however fo '
ftrongly, and affured me fo often that I
thould find no inn, that I partly promifed
to lie at his houfe the following night.
Thefe gentlemen, and he in particular, gave
me every neceflary information ; and, asI
was defirous of feeing Moravian Mill *, a
village fituated near Eafton, four miles
above Suflex, he direted me to Mr. Cal-
ver, who kecps a fort of aninn there. The
company went away, and we paffed a very
X 2 agreeable

It was to fee this eftablithment, and the town of
Eafton and the Upper Delaware that I quitted ‘the
ordinary route, which leads from New Windfor te
Philadelphia.

* This is a property they have purchafed in the
neighbourhood of Bethlehem.
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agreeable evening by a good fire, hugging
ourfelves at not being expofed to the fevere
cold we experienced on ftirring out of the
houfe. We were alfo well content with
our landlord, Mr. Willis, who feemed to
be a gallant man, and very converfible.
He was born at Elizabeth-town, but has
been fixteen years fettled at Suflex. Thus
does population advance into the interior
parts, and go in fearch of new countries.

I fet out the 8th a little before nine, the
weather being extremely cold, and the roads
covered with fnow and ice; but on quit-
ting the Ridge, and turning towards the
weft, by defcending from the high moun-
tains to lower ground, we found the tem-
perature more mild, and the earth entirely
free. We arrived at half paft eleven at the
Moravian Mill, and, on ftopping at Mr.
Calver’s, found that Mr. Poops had an-
nounced our coming, and that breakfaft
was prepared for us*. This frefh atten-

t;on on his part, encoumged me to accept
his

* The Moravian feét is pretty generally known in.
Europe. They arc the followers of the famous

.
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his offer for the evening. As foon as we
had breakfafted, Mr. Calver, who had treat-
' X 3 ed

Count Zinzendorf *, whofe pi&ure they have at
Bethlehem ; they have feveral eftablifhments in Eu-
rope, fimiliar to thofe the Marquis is about to fpeak
of, one of which I have feen at Zigf near Utrecht,
where Louis the XIVth took up his quarters, but
America feems to be the promifed land of fe&aries.
Even the defpifed, ill treated Jews, are well received
in the United States, and begin to be very numer-"
ous; many of them were excellent citizens du=
ring the fevere trial of the war, and fome even loft
their lives as foldiers, gallantly fighting for the li-
berties of their country. One family, in particular,
1 believe of the name of Salvador, at Rhode Ifland,
was moft emineatly diftinguithed. What a gldrious
field is this for unprejudiced philanthropic {pecus
Jation ! . TRANSLATOR,

* The following account of the Moravians is taken from a
tranflation from the German, of an account of that body, by the
Reverend B. La Trobe. ¢« The feft of the Unitas fratrum,
¢ more commoply known by the names of Herrenhuters and Mo-
“ ravians, was at firft formed by Nicholas Lewis, Count of Zin-
¢¢ zendorff, at Bartheldorf in Upper Lufatia, in the year 1722,
Finding his followers increafe, particularly from Morzvia, he
built an houfe in a wood near Bartheldorf for their qulic
meetings : and, before the end of the year 1732, this place grew
into a village, which was called Hermhuth, and contained
about fix hundred inhabitants, all of them following Zinzen-
dorff, and leading a kind of monaftic life, From this time
the fect has fpread its branches from Germany, through all the

[
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ed'ts with an anxiety and refpe@, more Ger-
man than American, ferved, us by way of
condu&tor, and led us firft to fee the faw-
mill, which is the moft beautiful, and the
beft contrwed Iever faw. A fingle man only
is neceffary to dire& the work, the fame
wheels which keep the faw in motion, ferve
alfo to convey the trunks of trees from the
{pot where they are depofited to the work-
houfe, a diftance of twenty-five or thirty
toifes ; they are placed on a fledge, which
fliding on a groove, is drawn by a rope
which rolls and unrolls on the axis of the
wheel itfelf. Planks are fold at fix fhil-
lings, Penfylvania currency (about three
thillings and four-pence fterling) the hun-
dred ; if you find the woed, it is only half
the money, and the plank in that cafe is

fawed

¢ Proteftant ftates in Europe, made confiderable eftablithments
¢¢ on the continent of America, and Weftern Ifles, and extendcd
< jtfelf to the Eaﬂ-Ii;digs, and into Africa. In England, Mo-
€ yavian congregations are formed at -London, Bedford, Qak-
4 « brook near Derby, Pudfey near Leeds, Dunkerfield in Chefhire,
, _;‘ Lecminfter, Haverford Weft, Briftol, Kingfwood, Bath, and
€ Tetherton.”> Their fettlements are becoming very numerous
too, but not their Populauon, in all the different States in the
American Union, > "TRANSLATOR.
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fawed for one farthing per foot *." This
mill is near the fa]l of a lake which fur-
m{hes

# [t is remarked, that on the lands within reach of
the Moravian {ettlements, the cultivation is {uperior,
and every branch of hufbandry is better carried on,
firft, from the emulation excited by thefe induoftrious.
people, and fecondly, from the fupply the country-
man procures from them of every neceffary imple-
ment of huibandry, &c. fabricated in - thefe {fettle-
ments. Befides thofe the Marquis fpeaks of, T vifit-
ed fome others, not far from Bethlehem, at one of
which, called Nazareth, is a famous gunimith, from
whom my friend Major Pierce Butler, bought a pair
of piftols, many of which I faw there of the mott
perfe& workmanthip. Nothing can be more en-
chanting than thefe eftablithments; out of the fe-
queftered wildernefs they have formed well built
towns, vait edifices all of ftone, large orchards, heau-
tiful and regular fhaded walks in the European
fafhion, and feem to combine with the moft compleat
feparation for the world, all the comforts and even
many of the luxuries of polithed life. At one of
their cleared-out fettlements, in the midft of a foreft,
between Bethlehem and Nazareth, . pofieffing all the
advantages of mills and manufatures, I was aftonith~
ed with the delicious founds of an Italian con‘certolbut
my furprize was ftill greater on entering a room where
the performers turned out to be common workmen of

 different trades, playing for their amufement. At
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nifhes it with water. A deep cut is made
in a rock to form a canal for condu@ing the
waters to the corn-mill, which is built
within muiket-thot of the fortﬁer; it is
very handfome, and on the fame plan with
that of Mrs. Bowling at Peterfburgh, but
not fo large. From the mill I went to the
" church, which is a {quare building, con-
taining the houfe of “the minifter. The
place where the duty is performed, and
which may properly be called the church,
is on the firft floor, and refembles the Pref-
byterian meeting-houfes, with this differ~
ence, that there is an organ and fome re-
ligious pictures . ‘T'his houfe of prayer,

: {o

each of thefe places, the brethren have a common
yoom, where violins and other inftruments are fuf-
pended and always at the fervice of fuch as chufe
to relax themfelves, by playing fingly, or taking a part
in a concert. TRANSLATOR.

# The Moravians appear to me to be a fe& be-
tween the Methodifts and the Catholics ; at Naza-
reth, I met with an old Gloucefterfhire man, who
came to America with the late Mr. Whitfield, with
whom 1 had much converfation, and who told me
that that gentleman was much refpeéted, both lw..
ing and dead by the Moravians ; but, indecd, befides
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fo fingularly placed, reminded me of a ftory
I heard at Bofton. Divine fervice was for=
merly celebrated there in one of their places
of worthip, where the faithful were not af-
fembled, tis true, on the firft floor, but
which, like this, contained the minifter’s
houfe, below which were cellars. The
paftor, a very learned man in other refpeéts,
befides his fpiritual functions, carried on a

trade

that, their hymns refemble much thofg of our Metho-
difls, by fpiritualizing even the grofleft carna/ tranf-
aftions; I found that they ail fpoke of him as one
of their own {e&, but utterly difclaimed Mr, Wefley.
They are very fond of pictures reprefenting the Pafs
JSion, to which they pay a refpeét little thort, if at all,
of idolatry. Their carnal allufions are fully verified
in the following hymn taken from one of their books
in the Moravian chapel at Pudfey in England, in
1773, an allufion than which nothing can be more
infamous and thocking.

¢ And the fo blefled is,

She gives him many a kifs :

“Fix’d are her eyes on him;

Thence moves her every limb ;

And fince the him fo loves,

She only with him moves :

His matters and his blood

Appear her only good.”
‘ TRANSLATOR.
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trade in wine; that is to fay, a great
deal of it went out of his cellar, but
not a; drop ever entered it. - A fimple
negro fervant he had, ufed to fay, that his
mafter was a great faint, for that he em-
ployed him every year in rolling into his
cellar anumber of cafk§ of cyder, over which,
when he had preached and prayed a few

Sundays, they were converted into wine.
.On coming out of church I perceived Mr.
Poops, who had taken the trouble to come
and meet me. We mounted on horfeback
together, -and after paffing through a toler.
ably fertile valley, in which are fome beau-
‘tiful farms, chiefly Dutch, and well cul-
tivated ﬁel'ds_, we arrived in the evening at
his houfe. It is a charming fettlement,
confifting of a thoufand acres of land, ‘the
greateft part.of which is in tillage, with a
fine corn-mill, a faw-mill, and diftillery,
The manor-houfe is {mall, but neat and
handfome. He conduéted us into a par-
lour, where we found Mrs. Poops, his wife,
Mrs. Scotland his mother-in-law, and Mr,
Scotland his brother-in-law. © Mrs. Poops
has a pleafing countenance, fomewhat in-
jured
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Jured by habitual bad health, her behaviour
is that of an accomplifhed woman, and her
converfation amiable. . The evening. was
1pent very agreeably, partly in converfation,
and partly at play ; for Mrs. Poops gave
me aleflon of backgammon, and I gave her
‘one of #ric trac. 1 had fome converfation
alfo with Mr. Scotland, a young man, who
though but fix-and-twenty, has made three
campaigns, as Captain of artillery, and
is now a lawyer of great pratice. -I have
already obferved that this is the moft refpec-
table, and moft lucrative profeflion in Ame-~
rica. He told me that he ufually received,
for a fimple confultation, four dollars, and
fometimes balf a oe ; (thirty-fix thillings
fterling) and when the action is commenced
fo'much is paid for every writ, and every
deed, for in America lawyers a&t likewife
in the capacity of notaries and attornies.
I had much pleafure in converfing with
Mr. Poops, who is a man of a good educa-
tion, well informed, and a&ive, and con-
cerned in a variety of bufinefs, which he
conducts with great intelligence. He had
been employed in the Commiffary’s depart-

~ ment



316 TRAVELS IN

ment when General Green * was Quarters
Mafter General, and made extraordinary e%=
ertions to fupply the army, which render-
ed him fo obnoxious to the tories, that he
was for along time obliged to remain arm-
ed in his houfe, which he barricaded every
night.  The fupper was as agreeable as the
preceding part of the evening; the ladies
retired at eleven, and we remained at table
till midnight. Mr. Poops’s brother arriv-
ed as we were at the defert; he appeared
to me a {enfible man, he had married in
Virginia the daughter of Colonel Fims,
who had efpoufed one of his fifters. He

was now a widower. '
The next day, the 1oth of December,
we breakfafted with the ladies, and fet out
at half paft ten; Mr. Poops accompanying
me

* The Gazettes have juft announced the death
of General Green. In him America has loft one
of her beft citizens, and moft able f_dldicrs. It is
his greateft eulogium to fay, that he ftood high with
General Wathington, who recommended him to
Congrefs, and that he amply juftified the opinion
entertdined of him by that great, good man.

i TRANSLATOR,
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ine to Eaffon, where he had fent to prepare
dinner. I fhould have preferred my ufual
cuftom of making my repaft at the end of
my day’s journey, but it was neceffary for
a little complaifance to return the civilities
I had received. Two miles from the houfe
of Mr. Poops we forded a fmall river, and
travelled through an agreeable and well cul-
tivated country. Some miles before we
came to Eafton, we pafifed over a hecight
from whence one difcovers a vaft tract of
country, and amongft others, a chain of
mountains, which Mr. Poops defired us to
remark. It formsa partof that great chain
which traverfes all America from South to
North#. He pointed out to us two biatus,
or openings, refembling two large doors or
windows, through one of which flows the
river Delaware ; the other is a gap leading
to the other fide of the mountains, and is

the road to Wyoming, a pafs become cele~
! brated

* Thefe are called the Kittatinny mountains,
For an account of this hiatus, or gap, fee Mr. Charles
Zhompfon’s Obfervations on Mr. Jefferfon’s Notes on

Firginia, under the account of the National Bridge.
TRANSLATOR,
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brated by the march of General Sullivan in
1779 “+ Before we got to Eafton, we paffed,
in

* Sce the firft Journal, where the author gwcs an
account of his conv erfations with General Schuyler.
Tn whatever manner this expedition .was fet on foot,
which took place in 1779, after the evacnation of
Philadelphia, and the diverfion made by -’ Eﬂamg s
fquadron, the greatelt difficulty to furmount was,
the long march to be mude through woods, deferts,
and morafies, conveying all their provifions on beafts
of burthen, and being continually expofed to the at-
tacks of the favages. . The inftruions given by
Gcnéral _Suilivau to his officers, the order of” march
he prefcribed to the troops, and the difcipline he had
the ability to maintain, would have done-honour
to the moft experienced amongft ancient or modern
Generals. It may fafely beafferted, that the Journal
of this expedition would lofe nothing in a.companfon
with the famous retreat of the ten thoufand, which it
would refemble very much, if we could compare the
manceuvres, theobje& of which is-attack, with thofe
which have no other than the prefervation of a for=
lorn army. General Sullivan, after a months march,
arrived, without any check, at the entrenched camp,
the laft refuge of the favages; here he attacked them,
and was received with great courage, infomuch that
the vi€tory would have remained undecided, had not
the Indians loft many of their Chiefs in battle, Wwhich
never fails to intimidate them, and retreated during

the
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in ferry boats, the eaftern branch of the
Delaware ; for this town is {ituated on the
fork formed by the two branches of that
river. It is a handfome, though inconfi-
derable town, but which will probably en-
large itfelf on-a peace, when the Ameri-
cans, no longer under apprehenfions from'
the favages, fhall cultivate anew the fertile
lands between the Sufjuebannakb and the De=.
laware. Mr. Poops took us 'to the tavern
of Mr. Smith, who is at once:an innkeeper
and lawyer. He has a handfome library,
and his fon, whom Mr. Poops prefented to
me on my arrival, appeared to be a well
educated and well informed young man. = I
invited him to dinner, as well as another
youth who boarded with him, a native of

Dominica, who had come to compleat his
: ftudies

the night. The General deftroyed their houles and
plantations, fince which they have never fhewn
themfelves in a body. However {light and infuffi-
cient the idea may be that I have given of this cam-
paign, it may, neverthelefs, aftonifh our Europcan
military men, to learn that General Sullivan was
only a lawyer in 1775, and that in the year 1780 he
quitted the army to refume his profeflion, and is now
Civil Governor of New Hampthire.



ftudies amongft the Americans, to whom
he feemed much more attached than to the
Englith. He had made choice of Eafton as
more healthy, and more peaceable than the
other towns of America, and found all the
neceflary inftruétion in the leflons and the
books of Mr. Smith. As they knew of my
:coming, we did not wait long for dinner,
and at-half paft three we got on horfeback,
Mzr. Poops being ftill fo good as to accom-
pany me a mile or two, to obtain my per-
miffion for which, he pretended that there
was a crofs road where I might lofe myfelf.
At length we parted, leaving me penetrated
withegratitude for his numerous civilities.
Before 1 loft fight of Eafton I ftopped upona
hill, from whence I admired, for fome time,
the picturefque coup d'wil prefented by the
two branches of the Delaware *, and the
confufed and whimfical form of the moun-
tainss

© #* Tn travelling over this hill; the Tranflator
itupped near an hour to view this noble and enchant-
ing profpe&, with which it is impoffible to fatiate
the eye. Nothing can be more delightful than the
town and neighbourhood of Eafton.

. TRANSLATOR,
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tains, through which they purfue their
courfe,. When I was fatisfied with this
fpetacle, it was heceffary to puth forward to
reach Bethlehem before night, and we tra-
velled the eleven miles in two houre, bat
not before the day was clofed . We had

Vor. II. g ﬁa-

* The firft time I vifited Bethlehem was from
Philadelphia, and after travelling two days through a
country alternately diverfified with favage {cenes and
cultivated fpots, on ifluing out of the woods at the
clofe of the evening, in the month of May, found
myfelf on a beautiful extenfive plain, with the vait
eaftern branch of the Delaware on the right, richly
interfperfed with wooded iflands, and atthe diftance
of a mile in front of the town of Bethlehem, rearing
its large ftone edifices out of a foreft, fituated on, =
majeftic, but gradually rifing eminence, the back
ground formed by the fetting fun. So novel and un~
expe&ed a tranfition filled the mind with a thoufand
fingular and fublime ideas, and made an imprefion
on me, never to be efficed. The romantic and
piurefque effeét of this glorious difplay of natural
beauties, gave way to the ftill more noble and ine
terefting fenfations, arifing from a refleétion on the
progrefs of the arts and feiences, and the fublime
anticipation of the ¢¢ populous cities,” and ¢ bufy
¢ hum of men,” which are one day to occupy, and
to civilize the vaft wildernefles of the New World.

TRANSLATOR,
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no difficulty in finding the tavern, for itis
precifely at the entrance of the town. -

This tavern was built at the expence of
the Society of Moravian Brethren, to whom
it ferved formerly as a magazine, and is very
handfomeand fpacious *. The perfon who

keeps

* This inn, for its external appearance, and its
interior accominodations, is not inferior to the beft
of the large inns in England, which, indeed, it yery
much refembles in every refpe@. The firft time I
was at Bethlehem, in company with my friends Ma-
jor Picrce Butler, Mr. Themas Elliot, and Mr. Charles
Pinkney, Carolina gentlemen, we remained here two
or three days, and were conftantly fupplied with
venifon, moorgame, the moft delicious red and yel-
low bellied Trout, the higheft flavoured wild ftraw-
berries, the moft luxuriant afparagus, and the beft
vegetables, in fhort, I ever faw ; and notwithftand=
ing the difficulty of procuring good wine and {fpirits
at that period, throughout the Continent, we were
here regaled with rum and brandy of the beft quality,
and exquifite old Port and Madeira. It was to this
houfe that the Marquis de la Fayette retired, to be
cured of the firft wound he received in fighting for
America ; an accident, which I am well affured gave -
“this gallant young nobleman more pleafure than moft
of our European petits maitres would receive from
the moft flattering proofs of the favour of a miftrefs.
Mr. Charles Pinkncy, whom I have above mentioned,

is
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keeps it is on1y the" cathier, and is obliged-
to render an account to the adminiftrators.
As we had already dined, we only drank
tea, but ordered a breakfaft for the next
morning at ten o'clock. The landlord
telling me there was a Growf, or heath’
bird, in the houfe, I made him bring it,’
for 1 had long had a great defire to fee one.
I foon obferved that it was neither the
Poule a’e Pharaon, nor the Heath Cock ;

Y2 it

isa young gentleman at prefent in Congrefs for South
Carolina, and who, from the intimate knowledge I
have of his excellent education and ftrong talents,
will, I venture to predi®, whenever he pleafes to
exert them, ftand forth amongft the moft eminent
citizens of the new confederation of Republics. It
is my boaft and pride to have co-operated with him,
when he was only at the age of twenty, in the de-
fence of the true principles of liberty, and to have
feen produions from his pen, which, in point of
compofition, and of argument, would have done
honour to the head and heart of the moft experienced
and moft virtuous politician. Should the prefent
work ever fall into his hands, let him recognize in
this juft tribute to his worth, an affe€tionate friend,
who, knowing his abilities, wifhes to excite him to
exertion, in the noble, but arduous field before
him, TRANSLATOR.
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it was about the fize of a Pheafant, but had
a fhort tail, and the head of a Capon, which
it refembled alfo in the form of its bodys,
and its feet were covered with down. This
bird is remarkable for two large tran{-
verfe feathers below his head ; the plumage
of his belly is a mixture of black and
white, the colour of his wings of a red
grey, like our grey Partridges. When the
Growfe is roafted, his flefh is black like
that of a Heath Cock, but it is more deli-
cate, and has a higher flavour *.

I could not derive much information
from my landlord on the origin, the opini-
ons, and manners of the fociety, buthe in-
formed me that I fhould next day fee the
minifters and adminiftrators, who would
gratify my curiofity. The 11th, at half
paft eight, I walked out with a Moravian,
given me by the landlord, but who was
likewife ill informed, and only ferved me

as

# This bird muft be what we call the ‘black or
grey game, and not what is known by the name of
Growfe in England. TRANSLATOR.
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as a guide *, He was a feaman, who ima-
gines he has fome talents for drawing, and
amufes himfelf with teaching the young
people, having quitted the fea fince the
war, where, however, he had no fcruple
in fending his fon +. He fubfifts on a {mall

s eftate

* Our company was much more fortunate, Ma-
jor Butler having obtained letters from Philadelphia
to Mr. Van Vleck, a man of property, living here,
but formerly of New-York. TRANSLATOR.

4+ Itis remarkable enough, that the fon of this
Moravian, whofe name is Garrifon, fhould have
ferved on board a veflel with me, and was,
without exception, the moft worthlefs profligate
fellow we had in a mixt crew of Englifh, Scotch,
Irith, and Americans, to all of whom his education
had been infinitely fuperior. Neither bolts nor bars
could prevent, nor any chaftifement corre&®, his
pilfering difpofition. In a long winter’s voyage of
thirteen weeks, with only provifions and water for
five, this fellow was the bane and peft of officers,
paflengers, and feamen. Whilft every other man in
the thip, even the moft licentious in profperity, {ub-
mitted to regulations laid down to alleviate our
dreadful {ufferings, and preferve our lives, this har-
dencd, unrefleting wretch, ignorant of every feel-
ing of {ympathy and human nature, feemed to take
a favage delight in diffufing mifery around him, and

adding to the diftrefles of his fellow fufferers. He
had
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eftate he has at Reading, but lives at Beths
lc.hem, where he and - his wife board in a
private fum]j We went firft to vifit the
houfe for fing/e women.. - This cdxﬁce is {pa<
cicus, and built with ftone. = It i 1s divided
into feveral large chambers, all heated with.
{toves, in which the. glrls work, {fome coarfe
work, fuch as fpinning cotton, hemp, and
-wool, others, work of tafte and luxury,
fuch ‘as embroidery, either in thread, or
filk, and they excel particularly in working
ruffles, little pocket-books, pin-cufhions,
&c. like ‘our Frenchinuns: - The fuperins
tendant of the héufe“cathe to receive us.
She is a woman of family, born in Saxony ;
her name  is. Madame de'Gqﬁa{f but the
does not: pxefume upon her birth, and ap=
peared furprized at my giving her my hand :
as ofteni 45 ‘We went up and down frairs *,

S_he

had been wcll e({ucated in the humane prmc:ples of
the ‘\.Iora'. 1ans, but he, truly v¢nﬁed the juft adagc
of CW"P“” optimi peffima, TRANSLATOR.

~ % When the Tranilator vifi ted Bcthlchem, ' hp'
fupermlandaut, or at leat her deputy, was a Mrs,

Lang]e}, a very mild pretty béhaved Englifh Wo-
man, who. had been a follower of George Whits
field, : TRANSLATOR,"
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She conduced us to the firft floor;” where
the made us enter a large - vaulted apart-
ment, kept perfeltly clean, in which all
the: women fleep, eactihaving a bed a-part,
in which is plenty of feathers*. There
is neverany fire in this room, and though
it be very high -and airy; a ventilator is
fixed'in the roof like thofe in our play-
houfes. The kitchen is not large, but it is
clean, and well arranged ; in it there'are
immenfe earthen pots, upon furnaces, as
in our hofpitals. The inhabitants of the
houfe dine in the refectory, and are ferved
every day with meat and vegetables ; they
have three fhillings and fixpence currency
per week, about fourpence per day, to the
common- ftock, but they have no fupper,
and I believe the houfe furnithes only bread
for breakfaft. This expence, and what
they pay for fire and candle dedulled, they
enjoy the produce of their labour, which is
more than fufficient to maintain them,

This

* The Americans in general are remarkably fond
of very large foft feather beds, even in the hotteft
climates, and we {uffered greatly in this particular,
at the inn at Bethlehem. TRANSLATOR,
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This houfe al{o has a chapel, which ferves
only for evening prayer, for they go to
their church on Sundays. There is an or=
gan in this chapel, and I faw feveral infiru-
ments {ufpended upon nails. We quitted
Madame de Gaftorff' well pleafed with her
reception, and went to the church, which
is fimple, and differs little from that we had
feen at Moravian mill. Here alfo are
feveral religious pitures. From hence we
went to the houfe of the fingle men. 1 en-
tered the intendant’s apartment, whom I
found employed in copying mufic. He had
in his room an indifferent forfe piano, made
in Germany. [ talked with him on mufic,’
and difcovered that he was not only a per-
former, but a compofer. So that on his
accompanying us to the chapel, and being
afked to touch the organ, he played fome
voluntaries, in which he introduced a great
deal of harmony, and progreffions of bafe.
This man, whofe name 1 have forgot, is 3.
native of New-York, but refided feven
years in Germany, whence he had lal;el)r
arrived. I found him better informed than
thofe I had yet met with, yet it was with

: fome
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fome difficulty that I got from him the fol-
lowing details: The Moravian brethren,
in whatever quarter of the world they live,
are under the difcipline of their metropoli.
tans, who refide in quman.y *, from whence
commiffaries are fent to regulate the dif-
ferent eftablifhments.. The fame metro-
politans advance the fums neceffary for
forming them, which are paid in proportion
as thefe Colonies profper; thus the revenue
of the mills I have fpoken of, as well as the
" farms and manufactures of Bethlehem, are
employed in the firft inftance to pay the ex-
pences of the community, and. afterwards
to reimburfe the {fums advanced in Europe.
Bethlehem, for example, poflefles a terri-
torial property, purchafed by the Moravians
in Europe, which confifts of fifteen hundred
acres of land, forming a vaft farm, which is

' managed

* The Moravjans maintain a conftant intercourfe
with Germany in particular, of which country
thofe in America are chiefly natives, and think
nothing of a voyage to Europe. Governor Jofeph
Reed, of Philadelphia, had a fon here, learning the
German language, when I was at Bethlehem,

. TRANSLATOR,
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managed by a fteward, who accounts for it
to the community. If an individual wants
alot ofi'land, he 'muft purchafe it of the
public, but-under this reftriGion, that in
cale ofdcfc&ionfmm the fe&, or cmigrau
tion from the place, he fhall reftore it to
the community, who. will reimburfe: him
the originalpayment. - As to their opinions,
this: fe& refembles-:more - the Lutherans,
than the ‘Calvinifts ;. differing,  however,
from the: latter, by- admitting ' mufic, pic-
tures, &c. into their churches, and from
the former, by- having no: Bifhops, and
Being governed: hy ‘a: Synod#*.. Their po-
lice, or difcipline, 'is of the monaftic kind,
fince- they recommiend’ eelibacy,. but with-
out enjoying it, and keep the women fepa-
rate from thie men.- There is a.particular
houfe, alfo, for the widows, which 1 did:
not vifit.  The two fexes being thus habi-
tually feparated, none of thofe familiar con-
nexions exift between them, which lead to
- marriage ;

_#* ] do not fpeak with confidence, butam inclined
to think that they have Bifhops, at leaft a perfon was
pointed out to us at Bethlchem, under that denomi-
nation, TRANSLATOR.
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marriage ; - nay, it is even contrary to the
fpirit. of the fe&, to marry from inclina-
tion. If a young man finds himfelf fuffi-
ciently at his eafe to keep. houfe for him-
felf, -and maintain a wife and: children, he
prefents himfelf to the commiffary, and
atks for a girl, who (after confulting with
the fuperintendant of the women) {Tranf
lator] propofes one to him, which he may,
in fac, -refufe to accept; but it is contrary
to the cuftom, to choofe a wife for himfelf,
Accordingly, the Moravian Colonies have
not multiplied, in any proportion, to the
other American Colonies. That at Beth-
lehem is compofed of about fix hundred
perfons, more than half of whom livein a
ftate of c_:élibac}r ; nor does it appear-that it
has encreafed for feveral years, Every pre=
caution is taken to provide for the fubfiftence
of their brethren, and in the houfes deftined
for the unmarried of both fexes, there are

mafters who teach them different trades.
The houfe of the fingle men which I
faw in detail, does not differ from that
of the women ;. I fhall only take notice of
8 very convenient method they have of
awakening
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awakening thofe who with to be called up
at any given hour; all their beds are num-
bered, and near the door is a flate, on
which all the numbers’ are regiftered. A
man who withes to be awakened early, at
five o'clock in the morning for example,
has only to write a figure of § under his
number, the watchman who attends the
chamber, obferves this in going his rounds,
and at the hour appointed, the next morn-
ing goes firaight to the number of the bed
without troubling *himfelf about the name
of the fleeper. :

Before 1 left the houfe, I mounted on
the roof, where there is a Belvidere, from
whence you fee the little town of Bethlehem,
and the neighbourhood ; it is compofed of
feventy or eighty houfes, and there are fome
others belonging to the colony at the dif-
tance of a mile or two ; they are all hand-
fomeand built with ftone *. Every houfe

has

#:From this Belvidere the view is beautifully ro.
mantic, and amongft other objefts on the eaftern
fide of the Delaware, you fee a cultivated farm form-
ed our % an immenfe wood and near the fummit of
2 Jofty moumtain, which I likewife vifited, and every
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has agarden cultivated with care. In re-
turning home I was curious to fee the farm,
which is kept in good order, but the infide
was neither fo clean, nor fo well kept as
in the Englith farm-houfes, becaufe the
Moravians are f{till more barbarous than
their language. At length at half paft ten
I returned to the inn, where I was expeted
by my moor fowl, two woodhens, and many
other good things, fo that I was ftill better
fatisfied with my breakfaft than with my
walk *. At twelve we fet out to travel
twenty miles farther, to Kalf’s tavern, a
German houfe very poor and filthy. We
had paffed the eaftern branch of the Dela-

warc

ftep of which gives you the idea of enchanted ground.
Befides the particular gardens to each private houfe
there is a large public walk belonging to the com-
munity, nay, the church-yard itfelf is a gay fcene
of beauty and regularity, the verdent turf being clad

in fummer with ftrawberries and flowers.
TRANSLATOR.

* Notwithftanding the good cheer at the tavern,
the author, and I hope the reader, will pardon me
for not crediting this declaration.

TRANSLATOR.
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ware 2 mile from Bethlehem *; there is
neither town nor village on the road, but
the burghs to which the feattered houfes
we {aw, belonged, are called Soeconock and
Spring field.. The 12th I breakfafted at
Montgomery, twelve miles from Kalf’s ta-
vern, and pafling Whitemarfh and German
town, we arrived towards five at Philas
delphia. .

Philadelphia,

24th of Dec. 1782.

¥ The eaftern branch of the Delaware which paf-
fes by Bethlchem, and forms a jun&ion with the
weftern at Eafton, is here called the Lecha. There
is an excellent ferry over this rapid {tream, of
which T have fpoken in the firft volume. The Mo-
ravians amongft an infinity of other ingenious in-
ventions, have a large hydraulic machine in the
middle of the town which is at a great height from
the river for raifing the water to fupply the inhabi-
tants. TRANSLATOR,

LET-
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MARQUIS DE CHASTELLUx,
T O

‘Mr. MADDTISON?*

Profeflor of Philofophy in the Univerﬁ.t'y of
WILLIAMSBURGH.

I Have not forgot, Sir, the promife I made
you on leaving Williamiburgh; it re-
minds me of the friendthip with which you
were pleafed to honour me, and the flat-
tering prejudites in my favour, which were
the confequences of it. I am afraid that I

have

* Mr. Maddifon’s fon is 2 member of the Aflem.
bly, and has ferved in Congrefs for Virginia. This
young man, who at the age of 30 aftonifhes the new
Republics by his eloguence, his wifdom, and his
genius, has had the humanity and the courage, (for
fuch a propofition requires no fmall fhare of courage)
to propofe a general amancipation of the flaves, at
the beginning of this year, 1786 : Mr. Yeffer/on’s ab-
fence at Paris, and the fituation of Mr. #hythe, as

ong
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have undertaken more than I am able to
perform; but I fhall at leaft addrefs you
in the language of fincerity, in the fort of
literary bankruptcy I am now about to
make.—By putting you in full poffeffion of
my feeble refources, however, I may per-
haps obtain a ftill further portion of that
indulgence, to which you have fo frequent-
ly accuftomed me. The fubjeé on which
I rather thought of afking information
from you, than of offering you my ideas,
would require long and tranquil meditation,
and fince I quitted Virginia, I have been
continually travelling, fometimes from du-
ty with the troops, at others to gratify my
curiofity in the caftern parts of America, as.
far even as New Hampthire. Buteven had
my time been fubjeét to lefs interruption,

Iam

one of the judges of the State, which prevented them
from lending their powerful fupport, occafioned it
to mifcarry for the moment, but there is every rea-
fon to fuppofe that the propofition will be fuccefs-
fully rencwed. As it 1s, the aflembly have pafled a
law declaring that there fhall be no more flaves in
the Republic but thofe. exifting -the firft day of the
fefion of 173 3-6 and the defcendants of female
flaves, - TRANSLATOR.
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I am not fure that I fhould have been more
capable of accomplithing your withés, My
inind, aided and excited by yours, expe-
rienced an energy it has fince loft ; andifin
our converfation, I have chanced to exprcfs
fome fentiments which merited your appro-
bation, it is not to myfelf that they belong-
ed, but to the party that fpoke with Mr.
Maddifon. At prefent I muft appear in all
my weaknefs, and with this further difad-
vantage, that I want both time and leifure
not only to re&ify my thoughts, but even
to throw them properly on paper. No mat-
ter; I venture on the tafk, perfuaded that
you will eafily fupply my unavoidable omif-
fions, and that the merit of this effay, if
there will be any, will be compleated by
yourfelf.

The moft frequent object of our convers
fations was the progrefs that the arts and
fciences cannot fail of making in America,
and the influence they muft neceffarily have
‘on ‘manners and opinions. It feems as if
cvery ‘thing relative to government and
legiflation ought to be excluded from fuch
difcuflions, and undoubtedly a ftranger,

e 11, 5 thould
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thould avoid as much as poflible, treating
matters of which he cannot be a competent
JUdgC But in the phyfca], as in the mo-
ral world, nothing ftands ifolated, no caufe
alls.fingle and mdcpendent Whether we
confider the fine arts, and the enjoymehts
thcy produce, as a delicions ambrofi 12, the
gods have thought proper_ta. partake wuh
us, or whether we regard them as a danger-
ous poifon.;. that liquor, whether benefi-
cent or. fatal, muft always be modified by
the veflel into which it is infufed. It is
neceflary therefore to fix our attention for a
moment on the political conftitution of the
people of America, and in doing this, may
1 be permitted | to recal. a,pr;n.cxplc, I have
: nﬂ:abhihed and devclope,d elfewhere ; *
which is, that the chara&er, the genius of
a people, is not folely produced by the go-
vcrnmcnt they have adopted, but by the
cxrcumﬁanceﬁ under which they were ori-
gmally formed. Locke, -and - after lnm,
Rouﬂ'eau have obferved. that the cducatmn
qu man fhould commepce from the cradle,

: ‘that

Y% Ser theauthion”s work—de la felicité publique, *
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that is to fay, at the moment whén he'is
contra@ing his firft habits; it iy the fame
with States. !Eong do we-difcover in-the
tich-and powerful'Romans,-the fame plun*
defers colleéted by' Romulus to- live by ra-
piné; and 'inour days .the .French' docile
and polithed, poflibly to excefs, ftill pre-
{erve the traces of the foudal fpirit; ‘whilft
the Englifh amidft their clamours ‘again®t
the royal authority, continue’to manifetta
refpe& for the crown, ~which irecals the
epoch of the conqueft, and the Norman go-
-vernment. - Thus.every thing that is, par-
tatkes of what has been; and’ to attain a tho-
rough - knowledge .of any people,” it is niot
lefs neceffary to ftudy. their hilory than
their legiflation.  If then we with to form
an idea of the American Republic, we muft
be careful not to confound the Virginians,
 whom warlike  as - well as:mercantile, an
-ambitious as-well as: fpeculative genius
brotight upon - the continent, - with the New
Englanders who owe itheir origin to en-
thufia{m ;5 we muft not -expect to find pre-
“¢ifsly the fame-men in' Penfylvania,: whete
: thcﬁrﬁ coloniftsthought onlyof keeping and

2 cultivat=
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cultivating the deferts, and in South Caro-
lina where the produ®ion of fome exclu-
five articles fixes the general attention on
external commerce, and eftablithes unavoid-
able connexions with the old world, I.et
it be obferved, too, that agriculture which
was the occupation of the firft fettlers, was
not an adequate means of aflimilating the
one with the other, fince there are certain
{pecies of culture which tend to ‘maintain
the equality of fortune, and others to def-
troy it.

Thefe are {ufficient reafons to prove that
the fame principles, the fame opinions, the
fame habits do not occur in all the thirteen
United States, although they are fubje&t
nearly to the fame force of government,
For, notwithftanding that all their confti-
tutions are not fimilar, there is through the
whole a democracy, and a government of
reprefentation, in which thepeople give their
fuffrage by their delegates. But if we
chufe to overlook thofe fhades which dif-
tinguith this confederated people from each
other ; if we regard the thirteen States only
as one nation, we fhall even then obferve
that

7
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that the muft long retain the impreffion of
thofe circumftances, which have conduéted
her to liberty.  Every philofopher acquain-
ted with mankind, and who has ftudied
the {prings of human aion, muft be con-
vinced that, in the prefent revolution, the
Americans have been guided by two prin-
ciples, whilft they imagined they were fol-
lowing the impulfe of only one. He will
diftinguith, a pofitive and a megative prin-
ciple, .in their legiflation, and in their opi-
nions. Icall that principle, pofitive, which
in fo enlightened 2 moment as the prefent,
Reafon alone could di&ate to a people mak-
ing choice of that government which fuited
them the beft; I call that a negative prin-
ciple which they oppofe te the laws and
ufages of a powerful enemy for whom they
had contra®ted a well founded averfion.
Struck with the example of the inconve-
niences offered by the Englith government,
they had recourfe to the oppofite extreme,
convinced that it was impoffible to deviate
from it too much. Thus a child who has
met with a ferpent in his road, is not con=
tented with avoiding it, but flies far from
Z 3 - the
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the fpot whete-lie would beout of danger
of his bite. v In England, a:feptennial par+:
liamei_lt;-in'v-ite_s,'thé.King to’ purchafe ' a ma-!
jority on whichvhe: mayireckon-for a long:
period 5 thesAmerican -affemblics zberefore
muft be anhmal;*on the other fide of the
water, the esccutive power, too uncontrol-
led i its aétion,. frequently efcapes the vi-
gilance of thelegiflative authority ; on this
continerit, eagh: officer, each minifter of the
ptoplf, "nuﬂ: be under the: 1mm¢dmte depen-

on: éttammg of'Ec@, mll be to court the po-
pular favour-for,a.new ¢letion. Amom the
Englith, employments confer, and procure
rankand riches, and frequently elevate theiz
poﬁ“eﬁbrs to too great a height : among ‘the
Americans, oﬂipes neithercanfcrnng wealth,
nos: conﬁdqrg,t*en,, will not, itistrue, became
obiefts of intrigue or purchafe; but they
will -be held in {o little eftimation as to
make them avoided, rather than fought afs
ter, by the moft enlightened citizens, by
* which means, gvery ‘employment will fall
into, the hands of new. and untried, men,
the only perfons: who can expect. to hold
them to advantage.

In
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“In continuing™ to' confider the thirteen
United States under one ‘general *point of
view, we f(hall obferve ftill other circum-i
ftances which have influenced as well the-
principles of the. government; ‘as the na-:
‘tional {pirit. Thefe thirteen States were at.
firft colonies ; now the firft neceflity felt in
all rifing colonies ispopulations I fay i
rifing colonies, for I.doubt much whether
that necefiity exifts at prefent,. fo-much as
i1s generally. imagined: 7 Of *this:-how-
ever I am very fure,- that there will ftill be
a complaint of want of populationylong: af-
ter the ‘neceflity hzs ceafed ; America will
long continue! to reafon as follows : we muft
endeavour to draw foreigners amongft us,
for which purpofe it is indifpen{ibly necef="
fary to afford them every pofiible advan-
_tage; every perfon once within the State,
fhall be confidered therefore as a member
of that State, as- a real citizen, . Thus one
year's refidence in the fame place fhall
fuffice to eftablith him an inhabitant, and
every inhabitant fhall have the right of
yoting, and fhall conftitute a part, of.. the
ibvcrelgn g 1k from-w hem.e it wlll re-

#4 : blicw big S file
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fult that this fovereignty will communicate
and divide itfelf without requiring any
pledge, any fecurity from the perfon who
1s invefted with it. This has arifen from
not confidering the poflibility of other emi-
grants than thofe from Europe, who are
fuppofed to fix themfelves in the firft fpot
where they may form a fettlement; we
fhall one day however, fee frequent emigra-
tions from State to State; workmen will
frequently tranfplant themfelves, many of
them will be obliged even to change fitu-
ations from the nature of their employ-
ments, in which cafe it will not be fingu-
lar to fee the eletions fora diftri&t of Con-
necticut, decided by inhabitants of Rhode
ifland or New York *,

Some

* There are various opinions in America on
the fubje& of encouraging emigration. Mr.
Fefferfon, for example, a man of profound
thought, and great penetration, is of opinion that
emigrants from Europe are not defireable, left the

" emigrants bringing with them not only the vices,
but the corrupt prejudices of their refpetive ancient
governments, may be unable to relifh that bold uni-
verfal fyfiem of freedom and toleration which is 3
novelty to the pld world ; but I venture to think,
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Some political writers, efpecially the more
modern, have advanccd that property alone
fhould

and truft, that fuch emigrati'ons' will be attended
with no bad confequences ; for who will be the emi-
grants to a coruntry where' there are neither gold nor
filver mines, and where fubfiftence is alone to be
obtained by induftry? Men of {fmall, or no fortupes,
who cannot live with comfort, nor bring up a family
in Europe; labourers and artizans of every kind ;
men of modefty and genius, who are cramped by
infurmountable obftacles in countries governed by
cabal and intereft; virtuous citizens compelled to
groan in filence under the effefts of arbitrary power ;
philofophers who pant after the liberty of thinking
for themfelves, and of giving vent, without danger,
to thofe generous maxims which burft from their
hearts, and of contributing their mite to the gene~
ral ftock of enlightened knowledge ; religious men,
deprefled by the hierarchical eftablifhments of every
country in Europeg the friends to freedom ; in thort,
the liberal, generous, and a&ive fpirits of the whole
world.—To America, then, I fay with fervency, in
- the glowing words of Mr. Payne, who is himfelf an
Englith emigrant.—¢ O ! receive the fugitives and
prepare in time an afylum for mankind.” The hif.
tory of the late revolution too, may juftify our
hopes, for it is an obfervation, for the truth of
which I appeal to fa&, that the Europeans fettled in
America were poflefled of ar leafi as much energy,
and ferved that country with as much zeal and en=
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fhould conflitute the citizen. ‘They are'of
opinion that he alone whofe fortune is ne-
ceflarily conne@ed with its welfare has a
right to become a member of the State. In
America, a {pecious anfwer is given to this
reafoning ; -amongft us, fay-they, landed
property “is fo -eafily acquired, that every
workman who can ufe his hands, may be
Togked upon as likely foon to become a man
of property.  But can America remain long
in her: prefent fituation ! And can the re-
glmen of her infant ftate agree w’ith her, -
now. fhe has aflumed the virile robe ?

“The _fo_llowmg, Sir, is a delicate queflion
which I can only propofe to a philofopher
like-you. In cﬁ*.ibliﬂ!in'g"améngﬁr chem-
M;b_e A_mcncans a real affe@ion for a de-
mocracy ! ~And if they have wifhed all
men to be equal, 1s it not folely, becaufc,

: from °

thufiafm in the cabinet, and in the ficld, as* the na-
tive Americans, and to fpeak with the late' Lord
Chatham, who faid many ‘abfurd, but more wife
"mxﬁgs thani moft ftatefmren, ““they infufed a POF"
tzaﬁ of ncw health into the conftitution.”

- TRANSLATOR,
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from the very nature of thingd, they were,
themfelves -nearly . in; that fitbation?. -Fots
topreferve; a popular government -in allits
intégrity,! it isinet-fuflicient, .not to admit:
e:tb,er rank or, mobility,. riches alone neyer-
fail .to. produce: matked differences;. by,fo.
niich the greates;, as! there exift ino ‘others;:
Now-fueh. isi the prefent happinefs of Ame-:
rica-that {he hasino. poor, that évery mdns
in it enjoys a certain eafe and independence,:
and thatif fome have been ablé 6 obtain-a-
fmaller portion of ;them‘than othets,  they:
are fo furroufded by refources, that the-fu=
ture is more looked to, than their prefent:
fituations. Such is the general tendency to:
a flate: of eqirality ; that the .{ame enjoy=:
ments which would be deemed: fuperfluous
in every other part-of the .world, are here
confidered as.neceffaries. -~ Thus the falary
of the workman- muft-not anly be equal to:
his fubfiftence and that of Jhis family, but
{fupply him ‘with proper and commodious’
furniture for his. houfe, tea and-cofiee for
bis-wife, and the filk gown ' the wedrs:as
often as the ;goes from: home; and this.is
one of the pringcipal caufes of . the fcarcity

of labou,r {o generally attribuied to the want
of
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of hands, New, Sir, let us fuppofe that.
the increafe of population may one day re-
duce your artizans to the fitnation in which
they are found in France and England. Do
you in that cafe really belicve that your
pnnclplcs are fo truly democratical, as that
the landholders and the opulent, will fill
continue to regard them as their equals ?—
1 fhall go ftill further, relying on the accu-
racy of your judgment to teftify every thing
you may find too fubtle or too {peculative
in my idea. I fhall afk you then, whether
under the belief of poffefling the moft per-
fect democracy, you may not find that you
have infenfibly attained a point more re-
mote from it, than every other Republic.
Recolle®, that when the Roman fenate
was compelled to renounce its principles of
tyranny, the very traces of it were fuppofed
to be effaced, by granting to the people
a participation of the confular honours.
That numerous and oppreflfed clafs found
themfelves exalted by the profpe& alone
which now lay open to a fmall number of
their body, the greateft part of them remain~
ed neceffitous, but they confoled them-
felves by faying, we may one day become con-

Julbs.
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Juls.  Now obferve, Sir; that in your pre-
fent form of government, you have not at-
tached cither fufficient grandeur, or dignity
to any place, to render its pofleflor illuftrious,
ftill lefs the whole clafs from which he may
be chofen.  You have thrown far from you
all hereditary honours, but have you beftow=
ed fufficient perfonal diftin&ions? Have
you refleted that thefe diftin&tions, far from
being lefs confiderable than thofe which
took place among the Greeks and Romans,
ought rather to furpafs them ? The reafon
of this is veryobvious : the effe& of honours
and diftin&tions is by fo much the more
marked, as it operates on the greater num=
ber of men affembled together. When
Cneius Duillius, was conduéted home on
his return from fupper to the found of in-
firuments, the whole city of Rome was
witnefs to his triumph : grant the fame ho-
nours to Governor Trumbull *;  three
houfes at moft in Lebanon will hear the

fymphony.

* Mr. Trumbull, Governer of Conne&icut, in-
habits the town of Lebanon, which occupies'a league
of country, and where there are not fix houfes lefs
diftant than-a quarter of 2 mile from each’other.
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fymphony. - Men muft be.moved by fome
fixed: principle ; ;is;it not  better that this
thould be by vanity- than iaterelt? I have
no doubt;thats Iove: of - country will always
prove.a poWerfulr motiye,-but do'not flat-
ter yourfclf that  this will lowg exift with
the. fame fpu‘xt‘ The. greatcﬁ efforts of
theinind, likerthofe iof the, body, are 'in
refiftance ; and thie faime’ ma,y:happen with
refpect to the, State,-as-in matiers of opi-
nion;:-to ‘which. we ceafe to be attached,

when- they ceafe to be contefted. .|
Behold - many -objects, Sir, which have
pafled in review before us. We- have only
glanced at therh, -but to diftinguith.-them
more clearly, requirés more penetrating eyes
than mine ; you hold the telefcope; do you
apply ‘your optics and you will make good
ufe of them.- = My tafk will be accomplifh-
ed if I can only prove to you that thefe en-
quiries are not foreign to .my fubjeét. - I
{hall obferve then ‘that to know.to what
precife point, and on what principle you
fhould admit the arts and fciences in your
nation, it is neceffary firft to 'tihde'r{’cand its
natural tendency ; for we, may" “dire& the
courfé,of rivers, but not repel t.hf.m to their
fource.
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fource. Now, to difcoven the natural’ tén~
dency of a nation, not only, muft we exa-
ming its actual legiflation, but the oppofi-
tions which may exift l‘i.c'twc'cn' the govern.
ment and prejudices, between ‘the laws and
habits ; ;.the . fe-a&ion, ‘in * thort,- which
thefe different movin g powers may produce;
one upon- the-other. . In-the prefeat-in-
ftance, for example, itisimportantto fores
{ee to what degree the democracy is likely:to
prevail in America, and. whether the {pirit
of that democracy tends to. the equality of
fortunes, or is confined to the equality of
ranks. Itis melangholy to, confefs,: thatit
is toa very great inequality in the diftri-
bution of wealth, that-the fine arts are
indebted . for -their moft  brilliant  zrass
In the time of Pericles; . immenfg . trea-
fures were concentred in Athens,.unappfé‘-
priated to any, particular purpofe ; under
the reign of Auguftus, Rome owed her ac-
quifition of the fine arts to. the {poils of the
world, if the fine arts were: ‘ever really. nas
turalized at. Rome ; and. under that of the
Julii and Leo the Tenth. - Ecclefiaftic
pomp and riches, pufhed to the highelt

point,



252 TRAVELS IN

point, gave birth to the prodigies of that
famous age. But thefe epochas, fo cele-
brated in the hiftory of the arts, are cither
thofe of their birth, or of their revival;
and fimilar circumftances are not neceflary
to maintain them in the flourithing and
profperous ftate they have attained. There
is .one circumiftance, however, which we
have not yet touched upon, and which
feems indifpenfible, as well for their pre-
fervation, as for their eftablithment. The
arts, let us not doubt it, can never flourifh,
but where there is a great number of men.
They muft have large cities, they muft
have capitals. America pofleffes already
five, which feem ready for their reception,
which you will yourfelf name; Bofton,
New-York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and
Charleftown.  But they are fea-ports, and
comerce, it cannot be diffembled, has
more magnificence than tafte ; it pays, ra-
ther than encourages artilts.——There are
two great queftions to refolve, whether large
towns are ufeful or prejudicial to America,
and whether comimercial towns fhould be
the capitals., Perhaps it will be imagined,

' that
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that the firft queftion is anfwered by the
fole refleétion, that rural life is beft fuited
to mankind, contributiﬁg the moft to their
happinefs, and the maintenance of virtue,
without which there can be no happinefss
But it muft be remembered, that this fame
virtue, thofe happy difpofitions, thofe peace-
able amufements, we enjoy in the country,
are not unfrequently acquifitions made in
towns. If Nature be nothing for him who
has not learnt to obferve her, Retirement is
{fterile for the man without information:
Now this information is to be acquired beft
in towns. Let us not confound the man
retired into the country, with the manedu-
cated in the country. The former is the
moft perfect of his fpecies, and the latter
frequently does not merit to belong to it.
In a word, onemuft have education ; I will
fay further, one muft have lived with a cer-
tain number of mankind to know how to
live well in one’s own family. To abridge
the queftion, fhall I content myfelf with ex-
prefling to you my wifhes ! I (hould defire
that cach ftate of America, as far as it is
practicable, had a capital to be the feat of

Vor. IL. A govern-
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government, but not a commercial city. I
thould defire that their capital were fituated
in the centre of the republic, fo that every
citizen, rich enough to look after the edu-
cation of his children, and to tafte the
pleafures of fociety, might inhabit it for
fome months of the year, without making
it his only refidence, without renouncing
his invaluable country feat. I fhould de-
fire that at a fmall diftance, but more con=
fiderable than that which feparates Cam-
bridge from Bofton, an univerfity might
be eftablithed, where civil and public law,
and all the higher fciences, thould be taught,
in a courfe of ftudy, not to be commenced
before the age of fourteen, and to be of
only three years duration. I fhould defire,
in fhort, that in this capital and its appen=-
dage, the true national {pirit might be pre-
ferved, like the facred fire; that is to fay,
that {pirit which perfectly affimilates with
liberty and public happinefs. For we muft
never flatter ourfelves with the hopes of
modifying, after our pleafure, commercial
towns. Commerce is more friendly to in-
dividual,
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dividaal, than to public liberty*; it dif-
criminates not between citizens and fran-
g g

* I cannot here omitan anecdotewh:da places, ina
ftrong pointofview, the dxihnéhonbetwgemmmdm[
and public liberty, made by the mere merchant. Inthe
carly partof life prcntfomeyears in thc compnnghou(e
of one of the moft confiderable merchants of the city
of London, a native of Switzerland, for the mode-
rate premium of one thoufund guineas. 'This happen~
ing to be the period of the violent unconftitutional
proceedings againft  Mr. \'Vllkcs, the foreign mer.
chant differing from the Englith apprentice, entered
with zeal into all the meafures of the then adminiftra,
tion, which, though a republican by birth, he main-
tained with all the virulence of the tools of defpotifm.
The American war followed, and this gentleman was
no lefs ative with offers of his life and fortune, from
his compting-houfe in the city, in’ fupport of the ar-
bitrary views of the fame fet of men, accompanied
on all occafions with pofitions deftruétive of every
idea of public charity. Butmark the difference, when
individual liberty was in queftion.— Happening todine
with Mr. John Pringle, of Philadelphia, in 1782, the
converfation fell on this merchant, who is at prefent
one of the firft in the world, and fome queftions
were afked me refpeting his politics ; my anfwers
correfponided with what I haveabove faid of him; but,
judge of my aftonifhment, when Mr. Pringle affured

me, {miling, and gave me ecx/ar demonftration of
the
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gers. A trading town is a common recep-
tacle, where every man tranfports his man-
ners, his opinions, and his habits ; and the
beft are not always the moft prevalent.
Engli{h, French, Italian, all mix together,
all lofe a little of their diftin&ive chara&er,
and in turn communicate a portion of it;
{o that neither defe&s nor vices appear in
their genuine light; as, in the paintings of
. great artifts, the different tints of light are {o
blended, as to leave no particular colour in
its primitive and natural ftate.

Though it feems impofiible to conclude
this article without fpeaking of luxury, I
have, notwithftanding, fome relu&ance to
employ a term, the fenfe of which is not
well afcertained. To avoid here all ambi-
guity, Ifhall confider it only as an expence,
abufive in its relations, whetber with the for-
tune of individuals, or with their fituation.

In

the fa&, that America had not a better friend ; pro_
ducing, at the fame time, an invoice of a cargo of gun-
powder thipped by his order on joint account, for the
Rebels of America, at L’Orient, by which this Mr., —,

of London, cleared near £.10,000 fterling ! !
TRANSLATOR.
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In the former cafe, the idea of luxury ap-
proaches that of diffipation, and in the lat-
ter, that of oftentation. Let us illuftrate
this thought by an example—If a Dutch
merchant fpends his property in flowers and
fhells, the fort of luxury into which he has
fallen i5 only relative to his means, fince his
tafte has led him further than his faculties
would admit. But if, in a republic, a very
wealthy citizen expends only a part of his
fortune in building a noble palace,  the
luxury with which he is reproached, is in
that cafe proportionable to his fituation ; it
fhocks the public, in the fame manner as
proud and arrogant behaviour infpires
eftrangement and hatred.

We mutft do juftice to commerce, itloves
enjoyments more thanluxury ; and if we fee
the merchant fometimes pafs the limits, it
is rather from imitation than natural pro-
penfity. ‘In France and England, we fee
fome oftentatious merchants, but the ex=
ample is given them by the nobles. There
is another more ridiculous, butlefs culpable
abufe, from which commerce is not free ;
which is, fathion. This muft doubtlefs

Aa 3 prevail



358 TRAVELS IN

prevail wherever there are many foreigners;
for what is ufzge amongft them becomes
Jafbion, when they eftablith themfelves elfc-
where. On the other hand, the numerous
correfpondencies, the intereft even of the
merchants, which confifts in provoking, in
exciting the tafte of the confumers, tends to
eftablith the empire of fathion. - What ob-
ftacle muft be oppofed to this? I propofe
this queftion to myfelf with pleafure, as it
leads me back to the fine arts by an indirect
road. [ fhall afk, what has been heretofore
the remedy for thofe caprices of opinion
which have begot fo many errors, fo many
revolutions? Is it not Reafon and Philofo-
phy ¢ Well then ! the remedy againft the
caprices of the fafhion is the {ftudy of the
arts, the knowledge of abftra&t beauty,
the perfetion of tafte. But, what! Do you
hope to fix the ftandard of that tafte, hi-
therto fo variable? How often has it
changed? How often will it not again
vary? Ifhall continue to. anfwerin the
manner of Socrates, by -interrogating
myfelf, and 1 fhall fay, . What ridicu-
lous opinions have not prevailed in: the
i i : world,
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world, from the time of the Grecian fo-
phifts to the theologians of our days? Hasnot
Reafon, however, begun to refume her rights,
and do you think, that when once recovered,
fhe will ever lofe them ? Why are you fo un-
reafonable as to expe& that obje&ts*fo frivo-
lous as furniture and drefs thould attain per-
fection before religion and legiflation. Let
us never ceafe repeating, that Ignorance is
the fource of evil, and Science that of good,
—Alas! do you not fee that the Greeks,
who had fome how acquired very early,
fuch juft notions of the arts and tafte; do
you not fee, I fay, that they never varied in
their modes ? Witnefs the ftatues modelled
at Rome by Grecian artifts ; witnefs the no-
ble and elegant mode of drefs ftill retained
by that people, though living amongit the
Turks. Ere& altars, then, to the finearts,
if you would deftroy thofe of fathion and
caprice. ‘Tafte, and learn to relith neGar
and ambrofia, if you are afraid of becoming
intoxicated with common liquors.

Perhaps, Sir, what 1 am about to fay
thould only be whifpered in yourear. Iam

going to handle a delicate fubjeét, I am
venturing
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venturing to touch the ark. But be af-
fured, that during a three years refidence in
America, the progrefs of the women’s drefs
bas not efcaped me. If I haveenjoyed this
as a feeling man, if the refults of this pro-
grefs have not been viewed by me with an
indifferent eye, my time of life and cha-
ra&er are a pledge to you that I have ob-
ferved them as a philofopher. Well, Sir, it
is in this capacity I undertake their defence,
but {o long only as things are not carried
to an excefs. The virtue of the women,
which is more produdtive of happinefs, even
for the men, than all the enjoyments of
vice, if t‘herc be only real pleafures arifing
from that fource ; the virtue of the women,
1 fay, has two bucklers of defence; one is
retirement, and diftance from all danger:
this is the hidden treafure mentioned by
Rochefoucault, which is untouched, be-
caufe it is undifcovered. The other is lof=
tine(s, a fentiment always noble in its re-
lation to ourfelves. Let them learn to ap=
preciate themfelves ; let them rife in their.
own eftimation, and rely on that eftimablg
P;idp for the Prcfe:vation of their virtue
as



NORTH-AMERICA. 361

as well as of their fame. They who love
only pleafure, corrupt the fex, whom they
convert only into an inftrument of their vo-
luptuoufnefs ; they who love women, ren-
der them better by rendering them more
amiable. But, you will fay, is it by drefs,
and by exterior charms, that they muft
eftablith their empire ? Yes, Sir, every wo=
man ought to feck to pleafe; this is the
weapon conferred on her by Nature to com=

penfate the weaknefs of her fex. With-
out this fhe isa flave, and can a flave have

virtues? Remember the word decus, of
which we have formed decency ; its original
import is ornament. A filthy and negligent
woman is not decent, fhe cannot infpire
refpe@. I have already allowed myfelf to
exprefs my opinion by my withes: I defire,
then,- that all the American women may
be well drefled ; but I have no objection to
feeing that drefs fimple. They are not
formed to reprefent the feverity of the le-
giflation; neither ought they to contraft
with it, and convey a tacit infult on that
feverity.  Gold, filver, and diamends,
then, fhall be banithed from American

' . drefs ;
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drefs ; what excufe can there be for 2 lux=
ury which is not becoming ? But this in-
dulgence, Sir, which I have exprefled for the
toilet of the women, Iam far from allow-
ing tothe men. Iam notafraid to fay, that
1 fhould bave a very bad opinion of them,
if in a country where there are neither eti-
quette nor titles, nor particular diftinctions,
they thould ever give into the luxury of -
‘drefs; a luxury, which even the French
have laid afide, except on marriages and
entertainments, and which no longer exifts
any where but in Germany and Italy, where
certainly you will not go in fearch of mo-
dels,
" Obferve, Sir, that we have imperceptibly
prepared the way for the fine arts, by re-
moving the principal obftacles which might
be oppofed to them; for, if far from ren-
dering nations vain and frivolous, they ra-
ther tend to preferve them from the exceffes
of luxury, and the caprices of fathion, they
can certainly be confidered neither as dan-
gerous nor préjudicial.  Still, perhaps, you
will retain fome feruple on the article of
I!I'xury 3 but recollec, Sir, if you pleafe,
the
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the definition I have given of it, and if you
reflet that every fortune which exceeds the
neceffary demands, infenfibly produces fome
fort of perfonal riches, {uch as valuable fur=
niture, gold and filver trinkets, fumptuous
{ervices of plate, &c. you muft perceive
that this conftant furplus of annual income
would be infinitely better beftowed on
painting, fculpture, and other produétions
of the arts. Luxury, we have faid, is often
an abufive employ of riches, relativgly to
the condition of him who poffefles thems
Now, what oftentation is there in poflefling
a fine painting, or a handfome ftatue? Surely
the parade of a magnificent fide-board will
be more offenfive to the fight of an un-
wealthy neighbour, than an elegant cabinet
adorned with paintings. I doubt, even,
whether the man who keeps 2 mufician in
his pay, be {fo much an obje& of envy as
him who maintains race-horfes and a pack
of hounds.

But let us go farther ; it is not only the
produtions of the fine arts of which I
wifh to procure the pofleffion to Americas

the fine arts themfelves muft- be placed
within
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within her bofom. If Iam defirous of her

purchafing pi&ures, it is that the may have

painters; * if I encourage her to fend for

muficians, it is that the may become mu-

fical in her turn. Let her not apprehend

the fate of the Romans, to whom fhe has

the'apparent pride, but the real humility

‘to compare herfelf. The Romans, fero-
c1eus, unjuft, grafping from chara&er, and

oftentatious

* America, in her infant ftate, has already burft
forth into the full {plendour of maturity in the im-
mortal paintings of a Copley and a /7. Further
glory flill attends her early progrefs, even in the pre-
fent day, in a Stewart, a Trumbull and a Brown;
nor is Peale unworthy of ranking with many mo-
dern - painters of no inconfiderable fame ; ages
may poflibly not elapfe before pofterity may apply
to America, what Mr. Tickell has faid, fo happily,
heretofore .of the mother country,

See on her Zitian’s and her Guida’s urns,

Her fallen arts forlorn H:fperia mourns ;

While Britain wins each garland from her brow,
Her wit and freedom firft, her painting now.

For wit, let me refer the reader of tafte to the
poem of Mac Fingal, written by another Trumbuil
of Conneéticut, who is juftly ftiled the American
Hudibras, = Qualis ab incepto procelferi, ac fibi canfiéty

TRANSLATOR.,
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oftentatious from vanity, were able to pur-
chafe the mafter-pieces, but not the tafte
of the arts. The Americans proceeding in
general from the moft polithed countries
of Europe, have not to ftrip themfelves of
any barbarous prejudices. ‘They ought ra-
ther to compare themfelves with the Greek
colonies ; and certainly, Syracufe, Marfei_llf:é,
Crotona, and Agrigentum had no reafon to
envy the mother country. There is one
bafe on which, all they who like you are
equally attached to good tafte and to your
country, may fafely reft their hopes. Your
fellow citizens live, and will long continue
to live, in the vicinity of Nature; fhe is
.continually under their hands; fhe is al-
ways greatand beautiful. « Let them ftudy;
let them confult her, and they can never go
aftray. Caution them only, not to build
too much on the pedantic legiflations of
Cambridge, of Oxford, and Edinburgh,
which have long aflumed a fort of tyranny
in the empire of opinion, and {eem only to
have compofed a vaft c/afic code for no
other purpofe than to keep all mankind in

clafs, as if they were ftill children,
Thus
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Thus, Sir, you will have the complete
enjoyment of the fine arts; fince you will
yourfelves be artifts : but is it not to be
feared, that the powerful attraGtion with
which they operate on fenfible minds, may
dlvert arifing people from feveral more ufe-
ful, though lefsagreeable occupations ? Iam
far from being of that opinion ; I think,
on the contrary, that the moft diﬁin&ive,
and moft peculiar advantage of America is
that the rapid advances fhe is making are
not laborious, that they are not due ta the
" excefs of labour. Every American has
twice as much leifure in the day as an Eu-
ropean. Neceflity alone compels our pain-
ful efforts, and you are firangers to ne-
ceflity. Befides that, your winters are long.
and rigorous, and many hours may be well
{pared to domeftic fociety ; this reflexion too
is applicable only to the lower claffes of
the people. You, who live in Virginia,
know what time is facrificed to play, to
hunting, and the table; much more than
is neceflary to form a Pbhidias or a Polycletes.

~ You will infift, perhaps, and you will afk,
whether a tafte for the arts and letters will
not tend to render your fellow citizens effe-
I minate ?
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minate? Whether it will not render them
frivolous and vain ? Whether the national
charaGter and manners will not neceffa=
farily be impaired, and admitting even their
utility, you will defire to have their early
progrefs, at leaft, condu@ed with a certain
meafure ¢ I think, that you wﬂl ﬁnd an
the preceding obfervations. But it is time
for me to eftablifh a general principle, the
extenfive confequences of which you will
develop better than Ican ; as long as a fafte
Jor the arts can affimilate itfelf with rural and
domeflic life, it will always be advantageous
to your country, and vice verfa. Public
fpe&tacles, gaudy aflemblies, horfe-races, &c.
drag both men and women from the coun=
try, and infpire them with a difguft for
it. Mufic, drawing, painting, architecture,
attach all perfons to their homes. A bharp~
fichord is a neighbour always at command,
who anfwers all your queftions, and never
calumniates. ‘Three or four perfons in the
neighbourhood join to pafs the evening to-'
gether; here is a concert ready formed. A°
young lady,in her irkfome moments, amufes’
herﬁ.lf in drawing ; when become a wife and’

mother
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mother, fhe {till draws, that the may inftru&
her children ; and here is another impor-
tant article, of which I had hitherto taken
no notice.—Dao .you with your children to
remain. longy attached to you? Be your-
felves #heir teachers. Education augments
#nd P'rolongs the relation that fubfifts be-
tween you ; it adds to the confideration, the
refpet they entertain for you. They muft
long be pcrfuaded, that we know more than
them, and that he who teaches always
knows more than the perfon to be taught.
In America, as in England, parents {poil
their children when they are young, and
they abandon them to themfelves when
they grow up; for, in' thefe two nations,
education is neither enough attended to,
nor {ufficiently prolonged. Indulgent to
children in their tender age, the people
there form them into petty domeftic tyrants;
negligent of them when they attain to ado-
lefcency, they convert them into ftrangers.
At prefent, Sir, it feems to me, that there
remains no good reafon to hinder us from
- attracting the fine arts to America. Unfor-
tunately it is not the fame with artifts. I
do not think I can better exprefs my good
opinion
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opinion of the Americans, than by declar-

iﬂg, that they will ‘always incur {fome rifk

in receiving a foreigner, amonglt them.

The Europeans, it muft be confbﬁed have

vices from which you are exempt,and they

are not in general, the beft among(t them

who quit their country, efpecially who pafs

the {cas, . Let us howeyer, do this juftice

to painters, and fculptors, that the affiduity

of their labours, and above all that the fen-

timent of the beautiful, that delicacy of

~tafte which they bave acquired, render
them, generally fpeaking, better than other

men.—It is different with refpe@ to mulic

and dancing. Cuftom has thought pro-

per to place the latter among the fine arts,

nor do I oppofe it, fince it feems to imr

-prove our extérior, and to, give us that de-
corum, the fource of which is ‘the refpeét

of others, and of ourfelves. . :But this apo~

logy for the art, does not.conftitute that of

‘its, profeflors.” Diftruft in general the maf-
ters who come to you from Europe; be

diffident even of thofe you may yourfelves

~fend for. It will always be much fafer not
to truft to chance, but to make fubfcrip-

Voo La AL Bb tions
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tions in each ftate, in each town, to en=
gage artifts to fix themfelves amongft you;
but in this cafe apply only to correfpon-
dents in Europe on whom you may rely.
The commiffion with which you entruft
them, ought to be facred in their eyes,
and the fmalleft negligence on their parts,
would be highly criminal ; yet even they
are liable to be deceived ; and as it is much
better to defer, even for a long time, the
progrefs of the arts, than to make the
flighteft ftep towards the corruption of your
manners, it is my principal recommenda-
tion to the Americans to naturalize as much
as poflible, all foreign artifts; to affimilate
and identify them with the inhabitants
of the country; to effe& which, I fee no
better method than by fending them huf-
bands and proprietors ; a& fo as to induce
them to marry, enable them to acquire

lands, and to become citizens. It is thus
that by fecuring the empire of morals, you
will {till further guard againft the effect of
thofe national prejudices, of that difdain
which render foreigners fo ridiculous and

odious,
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odious, and which refle® upon the art it-

felf, the difguft infpired by the artift.
Henceforward, Sir, let us enlarge our
views; the fine arts are adapted to Ame-
rica : they have already made fome progrefs
there, they will eventually make much
greater ; no obftacle, no reafonable objec-
tion can ftop them in their career; thefe
are points at leaft on which we are agreed.
Let us now fee to what purpofes they may
be converted by the public, the ftate, and
the government. Here, a vaft field opens
to our fpeculation, but as it is expofed to
every eye, 1 fhall fix mine on the object
with which it has moft forcibly been ftruck.
Recolle&, Sir, what I have faid above, re-
lative to officers and public dignities; I
have remarked that a jealoufy, pofiibly well
founded in itfelf, but puthed to the extreme,
had made honours too rare, and rewards
too moderate amongft you. Call in the
fine arts to the aid of a timid legiflation ;
the latter confers neither rank, nor perma-
nent diftintion ; let her beftow ftatues,
monuments and medals. Aftonithed Eu-
rope, in ddmiring a #afbington, a Warren,
Bb2 a
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a Green, and a Montgomery, demands what
recompence can repay their fervices; be-
hold that recompence, worthy of them and
of you. Letall the great towns in Ame-
rica prefent ftatues of Wathington, with
this infcription : PATER, LIBERATOR, DE-
FENSOR PATRIZE ; let us fee alfo thofe of
Hancock and of Adams, withonly two words,
PRIMI PROSCRIPTI ; that of Franklin, with
the Latin verfe infcribed in France below
his portrait—(ERIPUIT CZLO FULMEN,
SCEPTRUMQUE TYRANNI, Tranflator) &e.
&c. * what glory would not this reflec
upon America! It would be found that
fhe has already more heroes, than the could
procure marble and artifts.—+ and your

public

* This verfe is of that virtuous politician and
‘good man, Mr. Zurgot. The Tranflator has infert-
ed it, as it feems by the author’s omitting it, to be
of too h]gh a ﬁavaur for the French cenfure.

TRANSLATOR.

+ Ahhough it be highly proper to infift upon this
Tort of recompence, it may not be amifs that the
«world thould know that Congrefs, as far as oppor-
“tunity would admit, have not been remifs'in beftowing

fuch Honourable rewards, which they have decreed
.in different forms on every fuitable occafion to the
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public halls, your curie, why-fhould not
they offer in refief; and paintings, the bat-
Bb 3 _ tles

Baron de Kaalb, &c. &¢.” and a marble monument
was voted by that body to the memory of my inel-
-uimable friend Montgomery, foon after his glorious
fall; in the following words :-

E::h ‘all from the Fournals of Congrefs.
Thurfday, January 25, 1776.
‘¢ The Committee appointed to confider of a pro-
per method of paying a juft tribute of gratitude teo
¢ the memory of General Montgomery, brought
¢ in their report, which was as follows :

¢ Tt being not only a tribute of gratitude juftly
¢¢ due to the memory of thofe who have peculiarly
¢ diftinguifhed themfelves in the glorious caufe of
¢ Liberty, to perpetuate their names by the moft
¢ durable monuments erected to their honour, but
‘¢ alfo greatly condufive to infpire pofterity with
¢ emulation of their illuftrious aétions.

“ Refolved, Thatto exprefs the veneration of the
¢¢ United Colonies for their late General, Ricuarp
«. MonTcoMERY, and the deep fenfe they enter-
tain of the many fignal and important fervices of
¢¢ that gallant officer, who, after a leries of fuccef-
¢ fes, amidft the moft difcouraging difficulties, fell
¢ at length in a gallant attack upon Quebec the
¢ capital of Canada; and to tran{mit to future ages,
¢¢ as examples truly worthy of imitation, his patrio-
¢ tifm, conduét, boldnefs of enterprize, infuper-
¢ able perfeverance, and contempt of danger and

-~
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tles of Bunker's-Lill, of Saratega, of Trens
tony of Prince-town, of Monmeuth, of Cow=

pens

death ; 2 monument be procured from Paris, or
other part of France, with an infcription facred
<t to his memory, and expreffive of his amiiable
¢¢ charafter, and heroic atchievements, and that the
¢¢ continental treafnrers be dite&ted to advance a
« fum not exceeding £300 fterling to Dr. Benja-
¢t min Franklin, who is defired to fee this refolu-
< tion properly exccuted, for defraying the expence
¢¢ thereof.” - - '

This reflolve was carried into execution at Paris
by that ingenious artift, Mr. Caffrers, {cuptor to the
King of France, under the direftion of Dr. Frank-
lin. The monument is of white marble, of the
moft beautiful fimplicity, and inexpreflible elegance
with emblematical devices, and the following truly
claffical infcription, worthy of the modeft, but great
mind of a Franklin.

To«rae G L O RY of
Richard MoxTGOoMERY, Major General
of the Armies of the Upited States of America,
Slain at the Siege of Quebec
the 31ft of December, 1775, aged 38 years,
The academy of infcriptions and Belles lettres,
have compofed medals for the Generals, Wathing-
ton, Green, Gates, Morgan, &c. The State of
Virginia alfo fent for Monfieur Houdon the ftatuary
from Paris to America fince the war exprefsly to
take 2 model, in order to form the ftatue of General

[ 14

(13
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pens, of Eutaw Springs?  Thus would you

perpetuate the memory of thefe glorious
g deeds;

Wafhington—an example however which Congrefs
do not think proper to follow, during the lifetime
of the General, for reafons which may pofiibly not
be difapproved of, by the Marquis de Cheftellux,
even in fo unexceptionable an inftance.

Over this monument, the Tranflator who was
the intimate friend of this excellent young man,
fhed an affeétionate, tributary tear, when at Paris
in the year 1777. He had long known and looked
up to him with admiration, for he was deep in the
fecrets of his head and heart. His attachment to
liberty was innate, and matured by a fine education,
and a glorious underftanding. The Tranflator
whilft he indulged his private forrow at the fight of
this fad, though noble teftimonial of his friend’s
tranfcendent’s virtues, felt his mind awed and over-
whelmed with the magnitude of the event which led
to this cataftrophe, and with refleftions on the
wonderful revolutions, and extraordinary difpenfa-
tions, of human affairs.——But a few months, and
he had feen the deceafed hero, an officer in the fer-
vice of England, an officer too of the moft diftin-
guithed merit, who had fought her battles fuccefs-
fully with the immortal Wolfe at Quebec, the very
fpot on which fighting under the ftandard of free-
dom, he was doomed to fall in arms againft her;
but a few months, and he fees his dead friend the
fubjedt of a monument, confecrated to his memory
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deeds; thus would you maintain, even
through a long peace, that national pride,
{o

by the united voice of a free people, and his monu-
ment, and his fame, as a viétim to tyranny, and a
champion of freedom, configned to be celebrated
by an enflaved people, againft whom he had often
fought in defence of the {ame caufe, in which he
facrificed his life. !fhcre is a remarkable circume
ftance conneéted with his fall, which merits to be
rccorded One of General Montgomery’s Aides de
Camp; 1 was Mr. Macpher/om, a moft promifing young
man, whofe father refided at Philadelphia and was
greatly diftinguithed in privateering in the war of 1756,
This gentleman had a brother in the 16th regiment
in the Britith fervice, at the time of Montgomery’s
expedition into Canada, and who was as violent
in favour of the Englith government, as this Ge-
neral’s Aide de Camp was enthufiaftic in the
caufe of America; the latter had accompanied
his General a day or two previous to the attack in
which they both loft their lives, to view and medi-
tate on the {pot where Wolfe had fallen; on his
rerurn, he found a letter from his brother the En-
glith officer full of the bittereft reproaches againft
him for having entered into the American fervice,
and containing a pretty dire& with, that if he would
not abandon it, he might meet with the deferved
fate of a rebel. The Atde de Camp immediately re-
turned him an anfwer full of firong reafoning in de-
fence of his condné, but by no means attempting
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fo neceflary to the prefervation of liberty 3
-and you might, without alarming even that
liberty, lavith rewa:ds equal to the fax:rlﬁcee
fhe has received. #* o o

« It would be injurious, Sur, to you and
to your country, to infift longer on thefe
reflettions ; my attention is excited by a
: slssaant ' frefh

']

to fhake the oppofite principles of his brother, and
not only free from acrimony, but full of expreflions
of *tendernefs and affe@ion; this letter 'he dated;
* from the fpot where Wolfe loft his life, in fights
ing the caufe of England, in friendfhip with Ame-
rica.”” This letter had fcarcely reached the officer at
New York, before it was followed by the news of
his brother’s death. -The ¢ﬂ'c& was inftantaneous,
pature, and perhaps reafon prevailed; a thoufand,
not unworthy fentiments rufhed upon his diftref-
fed mind ; he quitted the Englifh fervice, entered.
into that of America, and fought every occafion of
diftinguifhing himfelf in her fervice !
' TRANSLATOR,

¥ Mr. Trumbull fon to Governor Trumbull of
Conneéicut, who was imprifoned in England as g
traitor, whilt he was ftudying painting under Mr,
Weft, is now at Paris refiding with Mr. Jefferfon,
and has finithed two capital pictures of the death
of Warren and Montgomery. They are efteemed chef
d’-euvres by all the connoiflcurs in this fublime
art, TRANSLATOR.
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freth obje&, but I fhould regard it alfo as
an offence, to entertain an idea that it is
neceflary to call the attention of America
to this objeét, you are defirous that the pro-
grefs of the {ciences alfo fhould enter into
your deliberations. It is poflible not to
forefee their progrefs in: a country already
fo celebrated for its academies, and univer-
fities, which rival thofe of the old world ;
for its learned men; I will go further, for
its men of diftinguithed genius, whofe
names alone will mark famqus epochas in
the hiftory of the human mind *, Doubt

nat,

# Mr. Jefferfon in anfwer to a prejudiced remark
of the Abbe Raynal, who fays, ““ on doit étre etoné
“ que I” Amerique noit pas encore produit un bon
¢¢ poéte, un habile mathematicien, un homme de
¢ genie dans un feul art, ou une feule fcience.”
Mr. Jefferfon, amidft abundance of good reafoning,
fays in anfwer, *“ In war we have a Wq/bing:m,
¢« whofe memory will be adored while liberty fhall
¢ have votaries, whofe name will triumph over time
« and will in future ages affume its juft ftation
«¢ among the moft celebrated worthies of the world
¢¢ when that wretched philofophy fhall be forgotten
¢ which would have arranged him among the Je-
generacies of mankind, (fee Brffon's fyftem re-
¢ fpeftinganimaisin America.) In phyfics we have
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not, Sir, that America will render herfelf
Hluftrious by the fciences, as well as by
her arms, and government ; and if the at-
tention of the philofopher be ftill neceflary
to watch over them, it is lefs to accelerate
than to.remove the obftacles which might
poflibly retard their progrefs. 'Let the uni=~
verfities, always too dogmatical, always too

' exclufive;

* ¢ produced a Franklin, than whom no one of the
¢¢ prefent age has made more important difcoveriess
nor has enriched philofophy with more, or more
¢ ingenious folutions of the phoenomena of Nature.
We have fuppofed Mr. Rittenhaufe fecond to no
¢ aftronomer living : that in.genixs he muit be the
¢ firft, becaufe he is felf taught. _Asan artift he has
¢ exhibited as great a proof of mechanical genius a§
#¢ the world has ever produced. " He has not, indeed,
¢ made a world ; but he has by imitation approached
‘¢ nearer its Maker than any man who has lived from
“ the creation to this day, &c. &c.” There are va-
ious ways, Mr. Jefferfon adds, of keeping truth
out of fight. MTr. Rittenhoufe’s model of the pla-
netary fyftem has the plagiary appellation of an or-
rery ; and the guadrant, invented by Godfrey, an Ame-
ricanalfo, and with the aid of which the European
nations traverfe the globe, is called Hadley’s qua-
drant.—Thus too, the Tranflator adds, is the great
Columbus robbed of the honour of giving his name to
Amgrica ! TRANSLATOR,

[

"

~

~
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éxclufive, be charged only to form good
fcholars,’ and leave to an unreftrained phi-
lofophy the care of forming good men. In
England, the univerfities have laboured to
deftroy fcepticifm, and from that period
philofophy has been vifibly on the decline,
it feems as if the Englith, in every thing,
wifh only for a. baif liberty. Leave owls
and bats to flutter in the doubtful perfpi-
cuity of a feeble twilight; the American
i:aglc thould fix her eyeé upon the fun. No-
thing proves to me that it is not good to
know the truth, and what has error hither-
to produced ?—the mifery of the world.
~ As for academiet, they will always be
ufeful, whilft they are very numer-
6us. An academican ' is a fenator of the
republic of letters ; he takes an oath to ad-
vance nothing he cannot prove; he confe-
crates his life to truth, with a promife to
facrifice to it, even his felf-love. Such men
-cannot be numerous ; fuch men ought not
“to be thrown into difcredit, by affociates
unworthy of them. But if academical
;_principlcs tend to make: fcience auftere and
#fcrupulous, the encouragements propofed
¢ : to
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to the public ought to excite every mind,
and furnith a free channel for opinion. - Of
this nature are prizes propofed by the aca-
demies ; it-is by their means that the ac-
tivity of men’s minds is direGted towards the
moft ufeful objecs ; it is to them that firft
efforts are indebted for celebrity ; it is by
them alfo the young man thirfling for
glory is difpenfed with fighing long after
her firft favours, The more the {ciences
approach perfection, the more rare do dif=
coveries become; but America has the
fame advantage in the learned world, as in
that which conftitutes our refidence. The
extent of her.empire {ubmits to her obfer-
vation a large portion of heaven and earth.
What obfervations may not -be made be-
tween Penobfcot and Savannah ? between
the lakes and the ocean ! Natural hiftory
and aftronomy are her peculiar appendages,
and the firlt of thefe fciences at leaft, is
fufceptible of great improvement. '
Morals are a branch of philofophy lately
in greatrepute.  As for myfelf, it appears
that wherever: the legiflation is good, mo-
rals are already formed ; and where the le-
giflation
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giflation is defe@ive, I know not the ufe of
morals. It is in this cafe in general, as with
health ; little attention is paid to it until it
be loft. Moralifts ‘too, are like phyficians
and apothecarics, whom a good regimen
would render ufelefs, and who not unfre-
quently ferve but to amufe our anxiety, and
to treat our imagination. Preferve a good
government, render the people mild and
fenfible, and -they will make morals for
themfelves.

With refpect to religion, its objet, and
end, conceal it from our obfervations: as
it confiders not the relations of men with
each other, but their conneéion with God
alone, its influence ought to be internal and
perfonal ; and whenever it extcnds.further,
it is invariably at the expence of public
order. I cannot, therefore, but congratu-
late America on being the only country pof-
fefling true toleration, which has not only
triumphed over fuperftition, but which
makes even the enemies of fuperftition bluth
at the ignominious compromifes they have
made with her. But that none of thofe ob-
Je€&ks which intereft you, Sir, may pals be-

fore
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fore our eyes without inducing fome re-
fletions, I fhall allow myfelf to make one,
which, I truft, will meet with indulgence
from a philofopher.

All the religions eftablifhed in America,
agree in one very important point; they
profcribe all fuperftition, all dependence on
any external power; but they agree alfo in
a praltice which feems to me to have no ne-
ceflary connetion with the Proteftant tenets.
I mean the extreme feverity with which
they obferve the Sunday. This day is con-
fecrated to divine worthip : be it fo; butit
is alfo confecrated to reft, and what is this
repofe without gaiety, without relaxation ?
I venture to fay, that in America, you nei-
ther know the pain of labour, nor the plea-
fure of repofe, what agloomy filence reigns
in all your towns on Sunday! a ftranger
would imagine that fome epidemic, or
plague, had obliged every one to confine

himfelf at home *.—T'ran{port yourfelf to
' Europe,

* Whilft I was at Bofton, in 1782, there were
violent debates in the affembly, and the fenate, re-
-{peéting the duration of the Sabbath—one party were
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Europe, and efpecially to a Catholic counas
try 5 behold, on the fame day, when divine
fervice is overy, the people deluging the

. {quares,

for having it confitt of /v and thirty hours, com-
mencing at fix o’clock on the Saturday evening, whilft
the others infifted on abridging it to cighteen, reckon-
ing from the midnight of Saturday, and finithing at
fix on the Sunday evening; the former propofition
pafled the aflembly where the country intereft pre-
vailed, butwas thrown out in the fenate by the pre-
dominantintereft of the merchants, aided by good
fenfe, and the palpable abfurdity of fuch a regulation
in a commercial country abounding with firangers.
Mz, Cobbet; a very fenfible man, and a rich mer-
chant of Bucrlcv, diftinguifhed himfelf on this oc-
cafion by a fpeech full of eloquence and wit. ~ As far
“as my memory ferves me, the fabbath is at length
-wifely limited to eighteen hours, I fay wifely, for
not even travelling is permitted .on a Sunday in the
New Englarid States, infomuch that you are at every
“inftant liable to be ftopped by force, andcarried by
"the deacons before a magiftrate, who inflicts a fine,
‘and puts an end to your journey for the day. This
cridiculous and unmeaning aufterity will jprobably be
fome day put an end to, by the fatal exit of one of
thefe bigotted officers of the church tribunal, who
~may poffibly be miftaken by fome fturdy traveller,
-or ftranger, by feizing his horfe by the bridle, fora
wkuight of the pad ; for, pleafantry apart, this is by no
means an improbable predition.  TRANSLATOR.
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fquares, and public walks, and hurrying in
crouds towards the fuburbs, towards the
neighbouring villages, where a thoufand
taverns are open to receive them; every
where your ear is faluted with fongs, and
inftrumental mufic ; every where your eyes
are entertained with gay and animated
dances. It is a truly affe@ing fpeétacle to
fee the artizan prefling towards the Guin-
guettes, or houfes of entertainment ; under
one arm he holds his wife, dreftin her beft
array, the other ferves him to carry the
youngeft of his children, whilft the re-
maining one, who is able to walk, faftens
on his mother’s hand, and ftrives to follow
her ; this whole family are going to rejoice
together. If the wine gives rife to fome
quarrels, they are appeafed by the women,
who prevent that excefs of drinking to
which men are but too fubject ; the family
drink and dance amongft themielves, and
this happy day frequently encroaches on the
night, and always terminates too foon. In
America, it is the reverfe ; as there is no-
thing but idlenefs without the refource of
either fport or dance, the fexes {eparate, the

Vor. I Ce women
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women at a lofs what to do with their fine
drefs, which has fhone only at the church
or meeting, fall into a ftate of wretched
liftleflne(s, which is only to be diverted by
frivolous difcourfe, and fcandal ; whilft the
men, wearied with reading the bible to
their, children, affemble round a bowl, not
prepared by joy, and at the bottom of which
they find nothing but ftupid intoxica-
tion.

I know not, Sir, whether the following
principle be that of a philofopher, or only
of a Frenchman; but I am of opinion that
every amufement which feparates the wo-
men from the men, is contrary to the wel-
fare of fociety, is calculated to render one
of the fexes clownifh, and the other {lo-
venly, and to deftroy, in fhort, that fenfi-
bility, the fource of which Nature has
placed in the intercourfe between the fexes.

Weigh thefe refletions, Sir, which are
not fo frivolous, perhaps, as they appear.
Happinefs is only compofed of enjoyments ;
now, Sundays make the feventh part of our
lives, and if you deduct from the people
their days of extraordinary labour, you will

fee



NORTH-AMERICA. 38

fee that they conftitute the half of our beft
time. Make happy days, then, of Sun-
days, give them to America, and you will
have conferred on them an ineftimable pre-
fent.

Thefe obfervations on the fabbath, on
the day of repofe which fucceeds to labour,
feem to apprize me that mine is at an end.
May it not appear longer to you, than it
has to myfelf, and may you, after beftow-
ing on me fome moments of attenition, not
feel too fenfibly the want of that diffipation
I have juft been extolling. Recognize at
leaft, Sir, in this feeble effay, my devotion
to your will, and the fincere attachment
with which I have the honour to be, &c.

&c.

On board the frigate 1.’Emeraude, in the Bay of
Chefapeak, the 12th of Janwary, 1783.

Cec 2 ' Defeription
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Defeription. of the Natural Bridge, called in
Virginia, Rocky Bridge.

N my return from my journey in
Upper Virginia, [ .regretted not hav-
ing been able to take the dimenfions of the
Natural Bridge. I was anxious that fome
perfon, who was at once a defigner and
geometrician, fhould undertake an expedi-
tion to the Apalachians for that fole obje&,
and that he thould be provided with the in-
ftruments neceffary for accomplithing it
with accuracy. INo man was more capable
of this than the Baron de Turpin, Captain
in the royal corps of Génie; for in him were
united all thofe branches of knowledge,
which are carried to fo great a height in the
corps to which he belongs, with the talent
of defigning with as much facility as pre-
cifion ; befides which, he was well enough
acquainted with the Englifh language to
difpenfe with an interpreter. 1 propofed,
therefore, to the Comte de Rochambeau,
to charge him with this commiffion, which
I was conﬁdcnt he would acquit with plea-

: ” : fu Ic.
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fure. ” The General thought that it would
be rendering a freth fervice to the Ameri-
cans, to make them acquainted with one of
the wonders which reader their country ce-
lebrated, and that it would be pleafant
enough for Frenchmen tobe the firft to give
them a precife idea and a corre& plan of1t o
The Baron de Turpin fet out, therefore, in

6.8 the,

* So interefting an obje& could not efeape the cu-
riofity and obfervations of Mr. Fefferfon+. He had
meafured the heighth and breadth of the natural
bridge, of which he fpeaksin an excellent memoir
compofed in 1581, a few copies of which he printed
laft year under the modeft title of Notes upon Virginia,.
or rather withoutany title, for this work has never-
been made public.. We hope, however, the preci-
ous documents on natural philofophy, as well as po-
litics, contained in that work, will not be'loft to the

+ The following is Mr. ]EFFERsoN's account of the Natural
Bridge alluded to in this note, which T am happy in being able
to lay before the reader.
¢ The Natural Bridge, the moft fublime of Nature's works, is

“ on the afcent of a hill, which feems to have been @loven thro,

4 its length by fome great convulfion. The fiffure, juftat the

“ bridge, is by fome admeafurements 270 feetdeep, by others only

€ 205. It is about 45 feet wide at the bottom, and go feet at the

“ top; this of courfe determines the length of the bridge, and its

¢ height from the water, Its breadeh in the middle is about 6o

“ feet, but more at the ends, and the thicknefs of the mafs.at the

 fummit of the arch, about 4o feet. A part of this thicknefs is

* conflituted bya coat of carth, which gives growth to many large.
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the beginning of May, and in three weeks
brought me back five plans, three of which
are

public. A well known man of letterst has made
ufe of them, and we recommend the perufal of a
work, which will fpeedily make its appearance under
the title of Obfervations on Virginia.

¢ trees. The refidue, with the hill on both fides, is one folid rock
«* of limeftone. The arch approaches the femi-elliptical form ¥
& but the larger axis of the elipfes, which would be the cord of
¢ the arch, is many times longer than the tranfverfe. Though the
¢¢ fides of the bridge are provided in fome parts with a parapet of
“ fixed rocks, yet few men have refolution to walk to them, and
4¢ ook over into the abyfs. You involuntarily fall on your hands
¢ and feet, creepto the parapet, and look overit. Looking down
¢ from this height about a minute, gave me a violent head-achs
¢ If the view from the top be painful and intolerable, that from
¢ below is delightful in the extreme, It is impofiible for the
¢ cmotions arifing from the fublime to be felt beyond what they
¢¢ are here: on the fight of fo beautiful an arch, fo elevated, fo
é¢ light, and fpringing as it were up to heaven, the rapture of the
& f{peftator is really indefcribable ! The fiffure continuing nar-
& row, deep, and ftreight for a confiderable diftance above and be.
& low the bridge, opens a fhort but very pleafing view of the
¢ North Mountain on one fide, and Blue Ridge on the other, at
« the diftance each of them of about five miles. This bridgeis in
% the county of Rockbridge, towhich it bas given name, and affords
¢ 3 public and commodious paffage aver a valley, which cannot
4 pe crofled elfewhere for a confiderable diftance. The fiream
¢ paffing underit is called Cedar Creck. It is a water of James
#¢ river, and fufficient, in the drieff feafops, to turn a grift mill,
4 though its fountain is not more than two miles above.”
TRANSLATOR,

+ Monfieur De Meunicr, in his new article of Etats Unit in the
. laft Livraifen of La Nouvelle Encyclopedie, and the Abbe de Moy /ajx
who is tranflating them into French, TRANSLATOR,



NORTH-AMERICA. 391

are engraved and annexed to this work.
Twoof them prefent pcrfpe&i’vcs, taken from
the two fides of the Natural Bridge, and
from the bottom of the valley from whence
it {prings. The third is a bu-d’s-eyc VIEW,
and reprefents a part of the country in which
itis. 'The two others being only fuppofed
fe&tions of this bridge where it holds by the
bank, and which may be confidered as its
abutment, I have not thought proper to
have engraved, to avoid multiplying the
plates neceffary to be given with this work.
As to the dimenfions, they are as follows,

as given me by M. de Turpin:
¢ The Natural Bridge forms an arch of
fifteen toifes (fix feet Englith) in length,
of that fpecies we denominate tbe Cow's
Horn : the chord of this arch is feventeen
toifes at the head of Amont, and nine at that
of Aval, and the right arch is the fegment
of an ellipfe, fo flat that the fmall axis
is only a twelfth of the large one. The
mafs of rock and {tone which loads this
arch is forty-nine fect folid on the key of
the great centre, and thirty-feven on that
of the fmall one ; and as we find about the
fame
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fame difference in taking the level of the
hill, it muy befuppofed that the roofis on a
level, the wholglength of the key. It is
proper tq obferve, that the live rock con-
tinues alfo the whole thicknefs of the arch,
and that on the oppofite fide it is only 2¢
feet wide, in its greateft breadth, and be-.
comes gradually narrower.

¢¢ The whole arch feems to be formed of
one and the fame ftone, for the joints which
one remarks at the head of Amont, are the
effe@ of lightning, which firuck this part
in 1779 ; the other head has not the fmalleft
vein, and the intrades is fo {mooth, that
the martins, which fly round it in great
numbers, cannot faften on it *. The
abutments, which have a gentle {flope,
are entire; and, without being abfolute
planes, have all the polith which a current
of water would give to unhewn flone in a
certain time. The four rocks adjacent to
the abutments feem to be perfe@ly homo-
geneous, and to have a very trifling flope.
Thetwo rocks on the right bank of the ri-

¥a vulet

% Seeat the end of this article a note, which was
too long to be inferted under the text,
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vulet are 200 feet high above the furface of
the water, the intrados of the arch 1 50, and
the two rocks on the left bapk 180:

2 If we ponﬁd’er this bridge fimply as 2
pi&urcﬁ;u_epbje&, we are firuck with the
majefty with which it towers in the val-
ley. The white oaks, which grow upon it,
feem to rear their lofty fummits to the
clouds; whilft the fame trees, which border
on the rivulet, appear like thrubs. As for
the naturalift, he muft content himfelf with
fuch oblervations as may guide a more hardy
philofopher to form fome probable conjec-
ture on the origin of this extraordinary
mafs,

¢ From every part of the arch, and of
its fupporters, cubic pieces of three or four
lines dimenfion were taken, and placed fuc-
ceflively in the fame aqua fortis ; the former
were diffolved in lefs than half an hour ;
the others required more time, but this
muft be attributed to the diminution of
ftrength of the aqua fortis, Which loft its
ativity in proportion as it became fatu=
rated. e

« We fee that thefe rocks being of acale
careous
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careous nature, exclude every idea of a vol-
cano, which befides cannot be reconciled
with the form of the bridge and its adja-
cent parts. If it be fuppofed that this, afto-
nithing arch is the effe& of a current of
water, we muft {uppofe likewife that this
current has had the force to break down,
and carry toa great diftance, a mafs of gooo
cubic fathoms, for there remains not the
flighteft trace of fuch an operation. The
blocks found under the arch, and a little be-
low it, have their interior pofitions marked
on the collateral pendants on the fide of
Aval, and are occafioned by no other demo-
lition than that of the bridge itfelf, which

 is faid to have been one third wider.

¢¢ The excavation of eight or ten inchcs,
formed in the pied droit, or {upporter, on
the left bank of the fiream, under the {pring
of the arch, lengthens it into the form of a
crow’s beak. This decay, and fome other
parts which are blown up, give reafon to
prefume that this furprizing edifice will one
day become a victim of that time which

has deftroyed fo many others.”
Such
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Such are the obfervations, the Baron de
Turpin brought back with him, and with
which he was pleafed to favour me. As
their accuracy may be relied on, perhaps it
would be fufficient to tranfcribe them here,
and leave the reader to exercife his thoughts
on the caufes which could produce this fort
of prodigy. This was in fa& the refolution
I had taken, when, abandoned to my own
powers, of which I was juftly diffident, I was
writing at Williamfburgh, and for myfelf
alone, the Journal of my late expedition.
A Spanith work, however, which fell into
my hands, confirmed me in the opinion I
at firft had entertained, that it was to the
labour only of the Creator that we owe the
magnificent  conftru¢tion of the Natural
Bridge. The opinion of the Count de
Buffon, whom I have fince confulted, has
left me no doubt upon the fubject. His
fublime conceptions of the different epochs
of nature thould have been {ufficient to put
me in the way ; but the difciple, who
knows how to do juftice to himfelf, is timid,
even in the application of his mafter’s
principles, But, whoever has travelled in

America,
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America, becomes a witnels entitled to
depofe in favour of that genius ‘whofe ora-
cles frequently meet with too many op-
pourx If it be neceflary to juftify what

he \]ontchmeus, the Humes, the Vol-
taires have faid on the fatal effe&s hereto-
fore produced by {uperttition, by ignorance,
and prejudice, we might ftill, in furveying
Europe, find whole nations which would
prefent to us the pictare of what we were
300 yearsago. Nations, which are, fo to
fpeak, the cotemporaries of paft ages, and
the truth of hiftorical fa&s would be de-
monflrated by thofe to which we ourfelves
are witnefles. It is the fame in America
with refpec to the epoch of Nature, and all
the documents of natural biftory. In vi-
fiting this part of the world, you think
yourfelf removed back a whole epoch; the
. Jower grounds, the plains are watered by
fuch large rivers, and interfe@ed by fo many
creeks ; the coafts are o frequently divided
by gulphs, and arms of the fea, which
feem to conduét the waves to the very heart
of the country, and to the very foot of the
mountains, that it is impofiible not to be

perfuaded
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perfuaded that all this part of the Conti-

nent is not of new creation, and produced
entirely by fucceflive ebbings of the water.
On the other hand, if we obferve that al]
the high mountains form long chains pa=
rallel with each other, and almeft in a di-
re@ion North and South ; that the greateft
part of thp rivers, which fall into the ocean,
take theirorigin in the narrow vallies which
feparate thefe mountains, and that after fol-
lowing their direGtion for a confiderable
fpace, they turn {fuddenly towards the Eaft,
pierce the mountains, and at length reach
the fea, acquiring magnitude as they pro-
ceed ; we fhall be apt to think ourfelves, if
not contemporaries, at leaft not far removed
from that epoch of Nature, when the waters
colle@ted to an extraordinary height in hol-
low vallies, were ftriving to break down
their dykes, {till uncertain of the means to
be adopted for making their efcape; we
fhall be led to think that the motion of the
carth on its axis, or the wefterly winds,
which in North America correfpond with
the trade winds of the Tropics, and of

which they are poffibly the effe@, have at
length
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length determined the motion of the waters
towards the Eaft. In which cafe, one of
thefe two circumftances might happen ; ei-
ther that the waters having exceeded the
heights of the leaft lofty fummits which
oppofed their paflage, formed a fort of
gutters, by .which the fuperfluity efcaped ;
or that unable to attain the height of thefe
mountains, they met with fome fofter parts
of the greater mafs itfelf, which they firt
fapped, and then entirely penetrated. In
the firft cafe, if the declivity was very fteep,
and the rock which ferved by way of apron
was very hard, they would form a catara&,
but where the declivity was lefs rapid, and
the foil lefs compa&, the waters not only
will bave formed the gutter which ferved
them as a paffage, but have overthrown
and hurried along with them the lands,
forming them into long glacss, which would
lofe themfelves finally in the plains. Thus
Hudfon’s River, the Delaware, the Potow-
mack, James River, and many others, have
opened ways for themfelves to the fea, by
piercing the mountains at angles, more or
lefs approaching to right angles, and form-

ing,
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ing, more or lefs, {pacious vallies. In the
fecond cafe, the waters unable to pafs the
mountains, unlefs below their {ummits,
muft have left above them a fort of calvtte,
or arch, fimilar to that of the Natural Bridge.
But how many chances are there, both that
thefe arches muft fall down after a certain
time, efpecially when the beds of the rivers
becoming deeper and deeper, the burthen
becomes too weighty, and they have loft
their bafes!#

* Mr. Feffer/on, in his excellent Notes on Virginia,
feems to lean to the fyftem of Buffor, in the fol-
lowing fublime and animated defcription :

¢ The courfes of the (following) great rivers of
“ Virginia, fays he, are at right angles with the
long chain of mountains, known in the Eurspear
maps by the name of the Apalachian Mountains.
¢« James and Potama penetrate through all the
¢¢ ridges of mountains eaftward of the Alleghaney.
¢ That is, broken by no watercourfe, it is in fact
the fpine of the country between the Atlantic on
one fide, and the Miffifippi and St. Laurence
on-the other. The paflages of the Patowmac
¢t through the Blue Ridge is perhaps one of the
moft ftupendous fcenes in nature ; you ftand on
a very high point of land, On your right comes
up the Shenandsah, having ranged along the foot

¢« of the mountains an hundred miles to feek a
€ yent.
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Do we {lill doubt of the probability of

this hypothefis? Do we with for more
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friking

vent. ‘On your left approaches the Patswmar,
in queft of a paflage alfo. In the moment of
their junétion they rufh together againft the
mountain, rend it afunder, and pafs off to the
fea. 'The firft glance of this fcene hurries our
fenfes into the opinion that this earth had been
created in time, that the mountains were formed

« firft, that the rivers began to flow afterwards, that

in this place particularly they have been dammed
up by the Blue Ridge of mountains, and have
formed an ocean which filled the whole valley ;
that continuing to rife, they have at length broken
over at this {pot, and have torn the mountain
down from its fummit to its bafe. The piles of
rock en each hand, but particularly on the She
nandoah, the evident marks of their difrupture
evulfion from their beds, by the moft powerful
agents of Nature, corroborate the impreffion,
But the diftant finithing which Nature has given
to the piture, is of a very different chara&ter. It
is a true contraft to the fore ground. It is as placid
and delightful as that is wild and tremendous.
For the mountain being cloven afunder, fhe pre«
fents to your eye, through the cleft, a fmall catch

st of {mooth blue horizon, at an infinite diftance in
“ the plain country, inviting you, as it were, from

(13

the riot and tumult roaring around, to pafs through

*¢ the breach, and partake of the calmbelow. Here

¢ the
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ftriking tokens, more evident traces of the
operation of the waters, let us continue to

“ the eye ultimately compofes itfclf; and that way
¢ too the road happens a&ually to lead. Youcrofs
¢ the Patowmac above the junéion, pafs along its
¢¢ fide through the bafe of the mountain for three
“ miles, its terrible precipices hanging in fragments
¢ over you, and within about twenty miles reach Fre-
¢¢ deric Town, and the finecountry roundit. This
“ {cene is worth a voyage acrofs the Atlantie: Yet
‘¢ here, as in the neighbourhood of the Natwral .
¢ Bridge, are people who have pafled their lives
¢¢ within half a dozen miles, and have never been to
“ furvey thefe monuments of a war between rivers
¢ and mountains, which muft have fhaken the earth
¢ itfelf to its centre.”

Mr. Charles Thompfon, Secretary to Congrefs, in
an Appendix to Mr. Jefferfon’s work, adds the fol-
lowing remarks on the fame fubje&. The reader
will pardon, I am confident, the length of thefe ex-
tra@s from a work fo highly interefting, and which
is notyet given to the public.

¢ The refle@tions,” fays Mr. Thompfon, ¢ I was
¢ Jed into on viewing this paflage of the Patowmac
¢ through the Blue Ridge were, that this country
muft have fuffered fome violent convulfion, and
that the face of it muft have been changed from
¢ what it was probably fome centurics ago: that the
¢ broken and ragged faces of the mountain on each
¢ fide the river, thetremendous rocks which are left
¢ withone end fixed in the precipice, and the others

Your. IL Dd travel
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travel in America; let us oo into the vici-
nity of the Ohio, on the banks of the ri-

VEL

¢ jutting out, and feemingly ready to fall for want
¢ of fupport; the bed of the river for feveral miles
below obftru&ted and filled with the loofe ftones
carried from this mound ; in fhort, every thing on
¢t which you caft your eye, evidently demonftrates a
«¢ difrupture and breach in the mountain, and that,
¢¢_before this happened, what is now a fruitful vale
¢« avas formerly a great lake or colle&ion of water,
¢ which pofiibly might have here formed ‘a mighty
¢¢ cafcade, orhad its vent to the ocean by the Suf-
¢¢.quehanna, where the Blue Ridge feems to termi-
nate. Befides this, there are other parts of this
country which bear evident traces of a like convul-
¢ fion. From the beft accounts I have been able to
¢ obtain, the place where the Delaware now flows
¢t through the Kittatinny mountain, which is a con-
¢¢ tinuation of what is called the North Ridge or
Mountain, was notits original courfe, but that it
paffed through what is now called, * The Wind
Gap,” a place feveral miles to the Weftward, and
¢ above an hundred feet higher than the prefent bed
« of the river. This Wind Gap is about a mile
¢t broad, and the ftones in it fuch as feem to have
¢t ‘been wafhed for ages by water running over them.
Should this have been the cafe, there muft have
been a large lake behind that mountain, and by
fome uncommon fwell of the waters, or by fome
convulfion of INature, the river muft have opened
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ver Kentucké ; we may there obferve what
follows, or rather what the recent hiftorian
Dd a2 of

< its waythrough a different part of the mountain,
- ¢ and meeting there with lefs obftrufion, carried
¢ away with it the oppofing mounds of earth, and
“ deluged the country below with the immenfe col-
¢ le@ion of waters to which this paffage gave vent,
“ There are ftill remaining, and daily difcovered,
¢ innumerable inftances of fuch a deluge on both
¢ fides of the river, after it pafled the hills above the
-« falls of Trenton, and reached the Champaign.
¢ On the New Jerfey fide, which is flatter than the
¢¢ Penfylvania fide, allthe country below Creffwick
¢ hills feems to have been overflowed to the diftance
“¢ of from ten to fifteen miles back from the river,
* and to have acquired a new foil by the earth and
¢ clay brought down and mixed with the native fand.
¢« The fpot on which Philadelphia ftands evident-
« ly appears to be made ground. The different
¢ ftrata through which they pafs in digging to wa-
¢ ter, the acorns, leaves, and fometimes branches
¢« which are found above twenty feet below the fur-
¢ face, all feem to demonftrate this . I am in-
1 From an accurate topographical obfervation of the moun-
tainous parts of England, and other countries, on thefe princi-
ples, might we not be able to folve various phcr:nomcpa which
, prefent themfelves in the plains bordering upon rivers, that isto
. fay, within reach of fuch a fuppofed overflow of waters; _.thc
quantity of large folid oak timber, for example, found in Walker
Colliery near Neweaftle, on the banks of the river Tyne, at the
prodigious depth of 120 fathoms 2 TRANSLATOR,
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of that country * has written. ¢ Amongft
¢ the natural curiofities of this territorys
: ¢ the

¢ formed that at York-Town in Virginia, in the
¢ .bank of Yoik river, there are different ftrata of
¢¢ fhells and earth, one above another, which feem
¢¢ to point out that the country there has under-
¢ gone feveral changes, that the {ea has for a fuc-
¢¢ ceflion of ages occupied the place where dry land
¢ now appears, and that the ground has been fud-
¢t denly raifed at various periods, What a change
would it make in the country below, fhould the
mountains at Niagara, by any accident, be cleft -
afunder, and a paflage fuddenly opencd to drain
off the waters of lake Erie and the upper lakes !
¢¢ While ruminating on thefe fubjeéts, I have often
¢ been hurried away by Fancy, and led to imagine
¢¢ that what is now the bay of Mexico was once a
¢¢ champaign country, and that from the point or¥
¢¢ cape of Florida, there was a continued range of
¢t mountains through Cuba, Hifpaniola, Porto Ri-
¢« co, Martinique, Guadaloupe, Barbadoes and Tri-
¢¢ nidad, till it reached the ceaft of America, and
¢« formed the fthores which bounded the ocean and
¢« guarded the country behind: that by fome con-
« vulfion or thock of Nature the fea had broken
¢ through thefe mounds and deluged that vaft plain
¢ till it reached the foot of the Andes; that being
€ there heaped up by the trade winds, always bilo‘w—
: ; “ ing

£
[
€

(13

#* Mr. Filfon, whofe work is lately tranflated into
French. TRANSLATOR.
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the winding banks, or rather'the preci-
pice of Kentucké, and of the river Diek,
merit the firft rank. - The aftonithed
eye beholds, almoft on every fide, 3 or
400 feet of a calcareous rock, perpendi-
cularly cut; in fome places a beautiful
white marble, curioufly fhaped in arches
or in columns, or piled upon a fine
flone for building. Thefe precipices,
as I have already obferved, refemble the
fides of g deep trench, or a canal, the
earth around being level, except in the
courfe of the rivulets, and covered with
groves of red cedar ; you can only crofs
this river at certain places, one of which
is worthy of admiration : It is a high-
way formed by the buffaloes, and wide

Puba.a ‘¢ enough

ing from one quarter, it had found its way back,
as it continues to do, through the gulph between
Florida and Cuba, carrying with it the loom and
fand it may have fcooped from the country it
had occupied, part of which it may have depo-
fited on the fhores of North America, and with
part formed the banks of. the Newfoundland.——
But thefe are only the vifions of Fancy.,”” The

Tranflator adds, but they are the fublime vifions of
a great and enlightened mind, TRANSLATOR.

L
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¢ enough for waggons, in a gentle flope,

¢¢ from the fummit of the foot of a very
“¢ fteep eminence, clofe to the river above
¢¢ ] ees-Town.”

But let us confult Don Jofeph d'Ulloa,
already fo celebrated by his Voyages ; he
is the author of the above-menticned Spa-
nith book, entitled, Noticias Americanas,
in which he gives very curious and minute
defcriptions of all Spanith America. In
the article I am going to tranflate, he be-
gins by remarking a very fenfible difference
between the mountains in America, fituat-
ed under the torrid zone, and thofe we ob-
ferve in other parts cf the globe; for al-
though the height of the .latter'.bc often
very confiderable, as the ground rifes gra-
dually, and their combined {ummits form
immenfe countries, they who inhabit them
may be ignorant of their elevation above
the level of the fea; whereas thofe of Ame-
rica beinug feparated, and, {o to fpeak, cloven
their whole height, give inceffantly the
idea, and even the meafure of their prodi-
- gious altitude.  ¢¢ In this part of the world,
#¢ adds he, the earth is interfeCted by pro-
. : ¢ found
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found trenches (guelradas) of a very
confiderable width, fince they form the -
feparation of the mountains from each
other, and form frequently an opening,
of more than two leagues, at the upper

part of them. 'This fpace becomes con-

tracted in proportion as they are more
or lefs profound ; and it is in the bottom
of this kind of vallies that the rivers
flow, which almoft regnlarly accupy the
middle, leaving an equal extent of level
ground on each fide of them. But what
is moft remarkable, is, that the angles
or finuofities formed by thefe rivers, cor-
refpond perfeltly with thofe we obferve
to the right and left in the fegments of
thefe mountains ; fo that ift we could at
once bring together the two fides of thefe
vallies, we fhould have a folid mafs,
without any interruption. ‘The rivers
purfue their courfe in thefe.embank-
ments, until they reach the plain, and
from thence the ocean. In this Iatter
part of their career, their bed is not deep,
and their bottom is nearly on a level

with the fea. Thus it may in general
11 be
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be remarked, that the more lofty the
mountains of the Cordelliers, the more
profound is the bed of the rivers which
flow through their vallies.”

¢ In the province of Angaras, amongft
the Jufius Naturce, with which thefe coun-
tries abound, there is one which me-
rits particular attention. This province,
which is a dependency of Guancavelica,
is divided into feveral departments; in
one of thefe departments, called Conaica,
is the fmall village of Finas, fituated at
nine leagues diftance from Conaica.
About midway between them, is a moun-
tain known by the name of Corgfunta :
on arriving at the foot of this moun-
tain, you enter into a cleft, or if you
will, an opening, through which flows
the rivulet of Chapllancas; this rivulet
enters an embankment the breadth of
which is from twenty to five-and-twenty
feet, and its height upwards of forty ;
without being perceptibly wider at the
fupcrior than the inferior part.  This
gap, which is occupied in its whole

* width by the flream, forms the only

S commus
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communication that exifts between Finas
and Conaica.  You can only crofs the ri-
ver in thofe places where, as 1 havealready
faid, the opening is twenty feet broad,
and you are obliged to crofs it nine times,
taking advantage of thofe places where
it departs a little from the rock, which
only happens where it has formed fome
finuofities ; for when its courfe issdireét,
it exactly fills the opening through which
it pafles. This trench is formed out of
the live rock, and with fo much regula-
rity, that all the prominent parts of
one fide, correfpond perfetly with the
recipient parts or indentures of the other
in its whole height; infomuch that it
might be taken for a canal cut exprefs~
ly for the paffage of the water, and
which had been executed with fo com-
plete a fymmetry, as that the two fides
might exactly fit each other, without
leaving the fmalleft interftice between
them. There is no danger in travelling
this road, for the rock is too folid to
give any apprehenfion of its crumbling,

and the fmall river is not rapid enough
¢ to
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ta endanger boats ; yet it is didlicult to
fupprefs a fentiment of terror, on find-
ing your{elf engaged in this narrow gap,
the two fides of which, from their per-
fe& correfpondence, piefent the idea of
a box half opened for a moment, and
always ready to clafe npon you.”

¢¢. The cavity 1 have been defcribing
is fo much the more worthy our obfer-
yation, as it may be looked upon as a
model, or example of what the vallies of
the Cordilleras have been, when in their
origin they did not exceed the depth of
this; for their fides, which now form a
gentle flope, were then doubtlefs per-
pendicularly cut, and it was not until
the waters undermined them to a great
depth, that the upper parts being over-
loaded, bave {ucceflively crumbled down.
This analogy is even confirmed by the
decay to be obferved in the embank-
ment formed by the Chapllancas ; a wafte
occafioned by ‘the f{low and f{uccefiive
effeet of the rains and froit, and the

- crevices produced by the fun, but which

are lefs {enfible there than elfewhere, be-
o u caufe
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caufe the rock is harder, more {olid,

and more continuous, not being inter-

rupted by any bed of earth, or ether

matter eafily to be diffolved or crumbled.

Every thing thercfore leads to a con-

clafion, that the waters alone have form-

ed this canal in the form we now feg it,

and that they will continue to augment

its depth, fince we know that time alone

is fufficient to reduce the hardeft ftone

to a fine and almoft imperceptible fand,

and that this progrefs is already difcoyvera "
able from the little fragments of ftone

vifible at the bottom of the river, as well

as from thofe it carries to the plainj

when, finding a more extenfive range, it

begins to enlarge its furface.”

«« Whether we attribute the origin of
this canal to the friction of the waters

which have gradually deepened it, or

whether we fuppofe the mountain to have
been rent affunder by an earthquake, fo

as to open a new paflage for this river
which flowed antecedently in another di-

refion ; it is ftll certain that fuch an

aperture can not bave exifted at the epo-
¢ cha
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cha immediately fubfequent to the de.
luge. It is the fame with refpe&t to the
larger embankments of this kind, known
by the name of Quebradas, and which are
frequently to be met with in the upper
part of South America. Itisevident that
they have been formed equally by the la-
bour of the waters ; for on the one hand,
we know that the rapidity of their cur-
rent is capable of wrenching off ftones
of an extraodinary fize; and on the
other, we have manifeft proofs of the
continual effort made by them to deepen
their bed, an effort the traces of which
are difcovered in the huge blocks they
have formed into the fhape of dice, or
cubes, as often as the rocks oppofe too
much exiftance to them to admit of their
dividing and clearing away the whole ex-
tent of the bottom on which they exercife
their a&tivity. In the river of lfuchaca,
near the village of that name, is alarge

.mafs of flone, of aregular fquare form,

and each fide of which may be above five
and thirty or forty feet. When the wa-
ters are low,” it rifes five-and-twenty

¢ ifeet
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feet above their level. But to account
for the form of thefe large cubic mafles,
as well as of other {maller ones, which
are often to be found in the bed of ri-
vers, and which are all régularly thaped,
we muft fuppofe that the waters have fuc-
ceflively torn and wrenched off the rocks
by which they were furrounded, thus
leaving them fingle, and ifolated, in their
prefent form; but this only until the
beds of the rivers becoming deeper and
deeper, the waters meet at their bafes
with fome veins of earth or other mat-
ter eafy of diffolution ; for in that cafe
they will undermine and unfet them,
(fo to fpeak) fo as one day to difplace
them entirely and hurry them along.

¢ Thefe maflcs, once in motion, will thock

either thofe on the' banks, thofe they
meet with in the bed even of the ri-
ver, which breaking and being reduced
to various maffes of lefs demenfion, will
be the more eafily drifted. Such is with=
out doubt the origin of all thofe ftones
we fee under the water, or on the banks,

fome of which are very fmall, and others
% do
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fo enormous, that no human effort is
able to remove them. As to the extra=
ordinary profundity of thofe vallies or
Quebradasy one example will be fuffi-
cient to give an idea of it. The town
of Guanvelica is built in a valley forma
ed by different chains of mountains
the barometer there ftands at eighteen
inches, one line and an half (this mean
term is taken between eighteen inches
and aquarter, and eighteen inches one
third, which form the greateft variation
of the barometer at that place) ; accord-
ing to this height of the mercury, the
clevation above the level of the fea

¢, thould be 1949 toifes. On the fum-

mit of the mountain in which is the
mine of Afogués, a fpot flill habitable,
and which is itfelf as much lower than
other adjacent heights, as it is higher
than the town of Guanvelica, the mer-
cury only ftands at fixteen inches juft,
which gives 2337 toifes above the level
of the fea, and about 500 toifes for the

depth of the Quebrada, or valley of Guan-

velica, which feems to be no other than
¢ the
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“ the deepened bed ‘of the river we now
¢ fee flowing through the middle of it.”
After fo many obfervations on the extra-
ordinary effe&ts of the waters, have we not
fome foundation for fu ppoﬁhg that the Na-
tural Bridge is alfo their produ®ion, and
ought we not to regard it as a fort of Qye-
brada? When the vallies of the Apala=
chians were only vaft lakes, in which the
waters were retained prifoners, this little
valley, whofe depth they traverfe, may have
ferved as a partial refervoir, wherein they
have remained even after thofe of the large
vallies made their efcape. The mafs of the
rock out of which the Natural Bridge is
excavated, may have ferved them as a bar~
ricr, but whether it be that they have not
rifen to the fummit of the rock, or whe-
ther they fucceeded more eafily in fapping
the Jower part of it, they will in either cafe
- have left fubfifting that immenfe gap which
form the arch fuch as we now fee it. It
would be ufelefs, and perhaps rafh, to en=
deavour minutely to explain the manner in
which the bending of this vault has been

{o regularly traced out; but the caufe once
underftood,
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underftood, all the effets, however varied,
and however aftonithing they may appear,
muft have the fame origin. We may ob-
ferve befides, that the greateft bend of this
vault correfponds with the angle formed by
the valley in this place, infomuch that the
rock feems to have been the more worked
upon, as theeffort of the waters have been
more confiderable. However this may be,
- +I.leave every one at liberty to form fuch
conjetures as he pleafes ¥, and as I have

faid

* Mr. Fefferfon, after fpeaking of the above paflage
of the Spanifh author, differs from him and from
the Marquis de Chaftellux, in their reafoning on
the probable caufes of its prodution, as follows :
<< Don Ulloa inclines to the opinion, that this
. % channel has been effefted by the wearing of the
¢ water which runs through it, rather than that the
¢¢ mountain fhould have been broken open by any
¢¢ convulfion of Nature. But if it had been worn
¢ by the running of the water, would not the rocks,
¢¢ which form the fides, have been worn plane? or
¢ if, meeting in fome parts with veins of harder
¢« ftone, the water had left prominences on one
¢ fide, would not the fame caufe have fometimes,
¢ or perhaps generally, occafioned prominences on
¢ the other fide alfo? Yet Don Ulloa tells us,
¢¢ that on the other fide there are always correfpond-
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faid above, my defign has been lefs to ex-
plain this prodigy. of Nature, than to de-
{cribe it with fuch accuracy as to enable the
learned to form a Judgmcnt on the fub-

_]c& =1

4% ing. ca\utms, and that thefe tally with the promi-
¢ nences fo pefedly, that were the two fides to
*¢ come together, they would fit in all their inden-
‘¢ tares, without leaving any void. I think that
‘¢ this- does not refemble the effe® of running wa-
‘¢ ter, but looks rather as if the two fides had part-
¢ ‘ed afunder. The fides of the break, over which
is the Natural Bridge of Virginia, confift of a veiny
‘¢ rock which yields' to. time, the corrcfpondcncc
between the  fatient and re-entering inequalities,
if it'exifted at all, has now difappeared. This
¢ break has the advantage of the ong defcribed by
¢ Don Ullea in its fineft c1rcumﬂaucc, no portion
in that inftance having held together, durmg the
{eparation of the other parts, fo as to forma bndge
‘¢ over the abyfs.” TRANSLATOR,

-

‘

-

-~

3

~

(3

-
-

* They who Wwifh to form an exact idea of the
Natural Bridge, muft not judge of the ground plan
of it, from the afpeét prefented by its fegments in
the two landfcapes which are engraved. The
ground over which traveﬂqs pals is almoft level ;
but the parapets formed by the rocks are not fo;
befides that their declivity is exaggerated by an op-
tical effeét, the views having been taken from the
banks of the rivulet, and very néar the bridge.

Vor. I Ee - NOTE,
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Though the fpring was far advanced when 1
vifited the Natural Bridge,  and it was then the 20th
of April, I do not recollet having feen a {ivallow
of any kind. Mr. Le Baron de Turpin did not go
‘thither till the 15th of May, by which time the mar-
tins, which appear latér than the fwallows, had had
“time to arrive; but I have reafon to think that the
bird he here deferibes, is no’ other than the:fiwal-
low with the white rump, and which is improperly
called 2 mattin in fome provinces of France. -

I fhall take  this epportunity to obferve, that the
bird, called in America a martin (martinet) is 2
peculiar fpecies, not known' in Europe, and which
is no where defcribed, nof even in Cate/by, at leaft,
if he means this bird, in fpeaking of a Carclina
martin, which he calls the purplemartin *, unfor-
tunately T am not fo able as I could wifh to fup-
ply this deficiency. Many reafons have prevented
me from profiting by my refidence in America by
abandcl)[aing myfelf to fuch obfervations as'the tri-
fling Knowledge 1 have gained of natural hiftory
would have allowed me to make. In fa&, the lit-
tle room affigned even to general officers for tranf-

porlmg

- % Peer Ralm, 3 Swedith traveller, who has certainly not bees!
fparing of details, fpeaks very fuccin@ly of this bird: he not
even obferves that the female is not of the fame colour with the!
male, and feems to eonfound it with the European, which he:
calls the Englify mariin, - Sec volume IIL, p. 113~ Germas
Edition, . : a3 F
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“Porting their effelts, on our departure from Europe,
did not allow e to carry any more books than
were neceflary for ‘the political and military know-
ledge of the continent, where I was going to make

" war, and it was beyond my powers to work from

* memory, and after my own ideas; befides that I had

" eonceived d@n erroncous notion that every thing was
already known and ‘written on a country fo well

- underftood and‘fo much frequented as North Ameé-
rica. [ found, too late however, that T was de-
ceived i the little fuccels attending my efforts to de-
rive fome advantage, either from my own curiofity,
or from the information of fome perfons I em-
ployed, have convinced me, that it would even

“now be of great ufe ‘to fend a little’ caravan, cont~

“pofed of naturalifts, geographers and' defigners, to

"America. But whilft this proje@, which has al-

‘ready been propofed, is carrying into cxecution, I
-fhall'here fubmit a few obfervations 1 have made
on the martin of America.

This bird differs from our European martin in °

“its form, its colour and its manmers: in its form,
asits body is pretty large, and fimilar to that of

“many other birds of different fpecies, fuch as the

“blackbird and the ftarling: in its colour, becaufe if
the male be quite black ’like other rr_j.artips, the fe-
‘male is of a cindery grey, a little clearer than that
of our female blackbird, whillt its breaft is of a
dirty and mixed white; ' in its man ners, for that in-
ftead of being wild like our martm, it is ftill more
familiar, and morte domc{hc, if poflible, than our
chlmney fwallow, © The Americans Havé an almoft

2 _ Eecz fuperflitious
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fuperftitious refped for thefe birds; not only do
they prepare for them, at the commencement of the
{pring, earthen pots like thofe we affix to_our walls
to attract the {parrows, but they fufpend, beneath the
projeétion of the roof,. little cages for them to build
in. The more credulous of the Americans fay that
thefe birds bring good luck to the houfes that they
vifit ; the moft {fenfible imagine they are ufeful, not
_only in deftroying the fliecs which are very trouble-
fome in fummer, but becaufe by their boldnefs and
their crics they drive away the birds of prey, when
they come to attack the poultry. Thefe animals
are fo familiar, that with a little adroitnefs, one
may take them with the hand; their fong is far
aemoved from the difagreeable cry of our martin;
it refembles rather that of the chimney fwallow, but
is much more melodious. I never faw them but.at
liberty, for I confefs that having a hundred times
_refolved to kill at leaft one or two of them, that T
might infpe& them more narrowly, I never had the
courage ; fo much did I refpet the kind hofpitality
afforded them, and which they accept: with the fame
. confidence.

I do not know why Catefby calls this bird the
purple martin, for I have never obferved the flighteft
fhade of that colour in their wings; thofe of the
male are of the moft beautiful black, and as I haye
_already faid, thofe of the female are of a cindery
_grey upon the back, and the belly is white, mixed

' with grey. If this bird was ot a bird of paffage,
~and a bird, which like all thofe of the fame fpecies,
_muft travel yery rapidly, it would appear probable,

that
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that in approaching the tropics it afflumes a purple
colour. For we remark a fenfible difference in the
manner in which different birds, of the fame {pecies,
are coloured as they approach nearer the tropics, or
the equinoétial line. - The humming-birds we fee
in Virginia, and which proceed even into Peniyl-
vania and the Jerfeys, are of a grey colour, and
their neck alone difplays the colours of the ruby,
whillt thofe of Guiana and RBrazil difplay, in their
whole plumage, that brilliancy which Nature has
beftowed only partially upon the others. No fpe-
cies would furnith more examples of this progref-
fion in brilliancy and integrity of colours than that
of the ftarling, were not thefe birds emigrants, and
could we but know with accuracy from what coun-
try thofe fwarms arrive which we fee in the {pring.
The moft beautiful variety of thefe fpecies is the
black {tarling, called the blackbird in America: when
perched he appears quite black, but in the folds of
his wings he has feveral feathers of a very lively
red, but fhaded withal, fo as to be compared only
to the carbuncle; and, in his flight, his brilliant co-
lours produce an effe¢t fo much the more agree-
able as it is unexpefted. Another variety imme-
diately follows, in the grey ftarling, which bas alfo
{everal red feathers, but fewer in number, and of a
Iefs lively red ; a third is of a brown colour inclin-
ing to red, fomething like the hen pheafant : it has
alfo in the fold of the wings three feathers abfolutely
red but of a gloomy red, and without éclit; a
fourth fpecnes, in fhort, would be abfolutely fimilar
to our European ftarling, had it not, at the fold of

Ecg the
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the wing, three or four reddith feathers, which feem
to atteft its American origin,. and 'may be regarded
as_the facings of an incomplete uniform, but which
is fufficient to indicate to what army this legion be-
longs. There is every reafon to believe, that if we
could afcertain from whence thefe birds come, which
appear only at the commencement of the fpring,
thloughout North America, and even in Vu’gx- _
nia and Carolina, we fhould be able to determine
that.the greater or lefs brilliancy of their feathers
is owing to the greater or lefs height of Iatitude
they inbabit during the winter, We read in natural
hiftory that the ftarling is not a bird of paflage ;
this may be true of Eurdpean flarlings, but I can
affirm, that from Bofton to the bay of Chefapeak, I
have never {een one arrive butat the end of winter.
"1 have not fpoken of a fort of flarling not men-
tioned in the natural hiftory of Buffon, but which
is to be feen in the King of France's cabinet, and is
defcribed by Catefby ; it is with this however | fhould
have begun, as being the bird which has led me to
thls long digreffion, Itis called in America the farl~
ing crow. T his bird is a great deal larger than other
ﬁarl:ngs, and on confidering its beak, one is tempt-
ed to rank it with the jackdaw ; but there is no
doubt of its being a real ﬁarlmg, 'of which it has
the cry and the manncrs ; it dwells in marfhes, and .
mixes with all the fp:cxes “of ﬁaﬂmgs 1 have men-
tioned: Its colour is of a mixed and changeable
red, which affords, accordifg to the manner in which
it_is enlightencd, bluifh and purple fhades now
it is probable cnpugh thal; thefe b;rds, whofe colour :
1s

[
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is originally black, may acquire, from the vicinity of
the {up, thefe purplc or blue fhades which we re-~
mark in the ftarling crow; and in this cale it is
pofiible that the pu}rp_lq martin of Catefby may ex-
ift in South Carolina, though I have never feen it
in Virginia : but it would ftill be difficult to ex-
plzin why this martin, whofe origin muft be n'*orc’
foutherly, fhould not extend his emlgratlon as far
as Virginia and Penfylvania ; for though we have
obflerved - that frarlings are birds of paﬁ'agc in
America, their emigrations muft be diftinguithe
ed from thofe of the fwallows and the mar-
tins, There is a great appearasce that the ftarlmgs;
content themfelves with retiring in winter tq the,
neighbourhood of the !akcs and rivers which
abound between the Pacific ocean and Atlant:c,:
from 35 to 33 degrees- of latitade. It is enough
for them, in fa&, to avoid the froft which would
binder them from ﬁndmg {ubﬁﬁencc in the marfhes;
whereas the fwallows muft return to countries
where volatxle infe&s do not ceafe to flutter in the
air during the winter. The following . obferva-
tion however was made by Mr. Fleming, Chief
Juttice of erg:ma, a man worthy of credit, and
refpe&able in every point of view; he affured Mr.
Jefferfon, that on a winter’s day, as he was occu-
pied in fuperintending the felling of fome trees
on a fpot he was about to fow, he was fur-
prized to fee fall, with a large cleft oak, a great num-
ber of martins, which had taken refuge and were -
benumbed in_the crevices of the tree, as bats are
found in  holes of rocks, and CAVEInSy. D_OCS this
E e 4 3 fa&,'
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fa&, which it is difficult to conteft, prove that mar+
tins do not emigrate like quails and ftorks ; or only
that a lazy troop of thefe birds, having delayed
their departute too long, were furprized by the froft,
and compelled to feek an afylum for the winter ?
Since 1 have fuffered myfelf to be led into the dif-
cuffion of fubjeéts relative to natural hiftory, I
fhall not terminate this long note without adding
another article, on which however I can throw no
new. ligh},' as it has been treated by the Count de
Buffon; but where I fhall have the fatistalion at
leaft of confirming, by irrefragable proofs, what
was revealed to him by mere dint of genius alone ;
happy to find at once the opportunity of render-
ing a particular homage to the moft illuftrious man
of the age, and of boafting of that friendfhip which
has {o long connefted us ; a friendfhip already of an-
cient date, fince it is coeval with my admiration of
his immortal works. We know that one of the moft
interefting articles of the hiftory of quadrupeds, is
that of the opoffim. Obfervation difcovered that
the female of this animal has under its belly a
fort of pouch in which it carries its );Foung ones ;
that they are never feen out of this pouch, before
they are able to run about and feck their food, and
that'they remain, until that .period, always attached
to their mother’s teat: but ignorance and credulity
had adopted all forts of ridiculous tales refpeéting
the manner in which generation is performcd‘be-
" tween thefe animals. I found the opinion eftablith-
ed in Virginia, even amongft phyficians, that' the
young of the opoffum came out of their mother’s
' belly
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belly by the teats. Their extreme fmallnefs, at the
moment of their birth, alone could give {fan&ion
to this opinion, which anatomy would fo eafily
have belied, on the flighteft attention. My firft
occupationi in the winter of 1781 to 1782 was to
procure fome of thefe animals, and have them dif-
feéted. Mr. Robillard, firft furgeon to our army,
and one of the moft expert in France, was pleafed
to undertake it. Having diffeted a male and female,
he found the organs of generation fimilar to thofe
of other quadrupeds, with this only difference, that
he obferved a bifurcation in the glans penis of the
male and the ‘clitoris of the femnale, and that he dif-
covered in the matrice of the latter a fort of par-
tition or mediaftine, which divided it into two de-
partments, but without being continuous enough
for the two cavities not to' be feparate from each
other. This was {ufficient' to confirm and to ex-
plain the moft effential 'articles of a defcription,
which Mr. D’ Aubenton had an opportunity of taking
only from one which was preferved in fpirits of wine.
But Mr. de Buffon, who with admirable fagacity con-
cluded, that Naturé, in forming this animal, had
proceeded in a peculiar manner, and given it the
faculty of reproducing itfelf, intermediately, {o to
fpeak, between that of quadrupeds and that of birds,
in order that the brevity of geftation might cor-
refpond with their long incubation in the pouch
they are preferved in ; Mr. de Buffon'added: ¢« No-
¢ body has obferved the length of the geftation of
¢ thefe animals, which we prefume to be much
4 fhorter than in others; and as this premature

¢ exclufion
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s exclufion is an example fingular.in Natare, we
% exhort fuch as have the opportunity of {fecing
¢ opoflums alive in their native country, to endea-
«* vour to difcover how long the females bear them,
¢ and ‘how long alfo, after their birth, the young
¢ remain attached to the teat before they quit it,
¢t This obfervation, curious in itfelf, may becoma
<« ufeful, by pointing out.to.us poflibly fome means
« of preferving the lives of children born before
¢ their time.”” Here the interpreter of Nature, as it
often happens to Afiatic drogomans, was under. the
neceflity of diving into his mafter’s thoughts before he
attempted | to exprefs them in intelligible language ;
but: when the interpreter is both minifter and con-
fidant; it nratters little whether he tranflates or pro-
nounces of himfelf; < accordingly, the only appre-
henfion . I had was of not being able-to procure the
means neceﬂ'ary to prove-to the Americ_a.l}s a truth
of whicl I was myfelf thoroughly perfuaded. For
to attain this obje&, it was neceffary that tame opof-
fums fhould be brought to copulate in this domef-
tic flate, or rather ftate of dlavery ; it was r_xeccﬂ'ary
that this union thould be produétive, and that we
fhould have an opportunity of ebferving the refult,
Now, nobody: in this country had ever thought of
. rearing one, and we.could only obtain thofe caught
by the foldiers in the woods. |1 had. poflefled one,
which was become very, familiar, but T had fent it
10 the Gonite de Buffon, in the frigate, L' Hermoine:;
the Comite de la Touche,, who commanded. it, hav-
ing been fo kind as to charge himfelf with feveral
animals and;other objedts. of natutal hiftory. I with-
nonniegs 3 c(!,



NORTH-AMERECA. 4.

ed: to fend to Europe. But chance fortunately .
fupplied me better than I could have been by all
my endeavours: The Chevalier d’Aboville, Briga-
dier des Aymees du Rei, and commander of our ar-
tillery, availing himfelf of our. prefent. fiate of re-

pofe, employed, in augmenting his knowledge in
phyfics and natural hiftory, the fame talents, and
the fame adtivity which had been of fuch emi-
nent {ervice during the campaign,. He, reared. at

re

his._howfe feveral animals, and amongft others a,

female opoflum, which he had the good fortune to

fee conceive, become a mother, and bring up her -
young in his own houfe, nay even in his own chams ,

ber. I cannot do better than tranfcribe the obferva-
tion he made, and with which he has been pleafed
to favour me.

¢ The opoflum, fays he, is more timid;than un«.
tractable, and yery readily becomes tame. I had a-
fhe one fometime before I could get a male. . At.

firft fhe appeared to be afraid of him; and, to avoid
a quarrel, I tied up the new comerin a box near
my chimney. The female enjoyed the full liberty
of the chamber, ‘where the had likewife a box from
whence fhe came, out only at night to eat, and

drink and void herfelf. The evening of the fecond -

day, after the arrival of, the' male, whilft I was
writing before my fire, I faw the female advance
flowly towards. the box in which was the male,
run. under my- bed, come towards the box,

and return, advanging each  time a little nearer,
and at length become hardy enough to enter the-
box. of the male;  who,: inftantly, threw himfelf:

upon
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upon her with fuch precipitation, that having hie
therto obferved him very indifferent, I concluded
;t drofe from anger. 1 drew her out, and beat
hinr. " A few minutes after fhc‘rcturned to the
charge, and the male hearing her approach, came
out of his box, and the length of the cord allow-
ing him to join her on the middle of the hearth,
he fell upon her Awith the fame impetuofity, and I
{foon perccwcd that as the female was not afraid, I
ought not to meddle with their affairs. She was
{quatted, and the male upon her, with all his feet
refting on the ground, and both of them in a ftate
of perfect immobility. I régarded them in this po-
fition near half an hour; 1 pafled my finger between
them, and could perceive that there was no intro-
miffion. My prefence did not feem to embarrafs
them, in the leaft, but that nothing might interrupt
them, I went to bed. The fire before which I left
them, - gave light enough ‘for me to obferve them,
which T continued to do for above half an hour
in bed, and faw them ftill remain immoveable.
T clofed my eyes for a few moments, and the female
had mounted on my bed; I carrefled her, and pafl-’
ing my hand towards her pofteriors, found them
wet, from whence I concluded, that notwithftand"
ing appearances, the a&t of copulation had been fully
complcated,' and the next day I found fome fpots”
upon the floor, which were'a fecorid proofof it. ‘But
1.was foon confirmed in my opinion, by the'change
I.perceived in the pouch of ‘the female. They cou-'
pled on the 7th of February, and ten days’ after I~
remarked that'the edge of the orifice-of the pouch*
- was
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“was rather thicker; this appeared more fenfiblythe
following days, and 1 obferved that the pouch alfo

became larger, -and its aperture more widened than

before, The night of the 2oth, that is to fay, thir-

teen'days after “the copulation; fhe did not leave'the

box till the night was far advanced, and then ‘only
to eat, and drink; and void herfelf, after whicl the

-returned immediately to herbex, fo that T had not
-time that day_ to continue' to- obferve the’ progrels
of the alteration in her pouch. The fourteenth day

towards the evening,’ feeinig that' {he did not come

outof her box, I put my hand-intoit, Which'fle
greatly carrefled, licking 'it, ‘and gnawing ‘it very
-gently; {he embraced my firigers with her little hands,
and endeavouring to retain mine when I attermpted

to withdraw it; ‘1 gave her fome pieces ‘of -meat,

-which fheate, continuing to carefs my hand, and
fecing that fhe could riot retain’it, The determined to

-follow it, and came out of her bex ftill keeping hold
of my finger. I was'anxious to examine the pouch,
and the change 1 perceived in it, convinced me ‘that
I had loft much in having miffed Obfervi;lg'it' one

day, and that I'had fuffered the moft intcrefting mo-

ment toefcape; This pouch which had been gra-

dually widening the’ preceding 'days, was<'then al-

moft clofed, prefenting only‘a {mall' round apér-

ture, inthe middle of a cavity fimilar to‘a navel.

The orifice of it was rather moift, and ' the hair

round the orifice was wetted with a glairy humour
common to the anus and the vagina. [t feemed to
me as if T could ftill havé been able to introduce
ene of my fingers ifto the pouch ; but-T' thoughe

that
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.that this could not be effe@ed without forcing the
paflage, and hurting it, perhaps too, without des
ftroying the delicate embryos it contairied.: The
iftecenth day, whether it was that. my impatience
-got the better of my fears, or whether the orifice
-of the pouch was really more open than the day
before, 1 introduced my finger, and found, at the
bottom of the pouch, alittle round body; which ap.
_peared to be of about the fize of a pea. +The mo-
,me'i_,- who liad before allowed me without much
dlﬂiculty to put my fingers in her pouch; now be-
.mm very unquictyand endeavoured to efcape, which
prevented me from examining with fufficient accu-
racy to afcertain whether the body was {pherical,
‘whether it was adherent, and if there were feveral
of them,; but it appeared to.me adilg:rgnrt, and fituat-
ied-on one fide of the pouch, from whence I con-
cluded that there was a fecond upon the other fide.
‘The fixteenth night fhe only came out to eat,, and
returned immediately. - The feventeenth day in the
evening, fhe came out, and on examining her
pouch, I found two bodies fituated -at the bottom,
the one. befide the othcr, and adherent to the body
of ;he;A mpthe); ;. their volume did not exeeed that
of apea, and asfar as 1 could judge of their form,
by the touch,’ it appeared tome to refemble that of
a fig; with the fmall. end implanted in a bafe of
the form of a fegment of a fphere; and exhibited
At"_u the - finger, inequalities upon -its {urfacei Al-
though I had felt only two bodies, I:had no doubt
of this pouch containing.a greater number.: - The
twenty-fifth day after the' copulation,: confequently

- the
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“the twelfth of the refidence. of thc"'young_iur.thc
pouch, I began to feel them move under the finger,
and’ a 'month after: the fecond epocha,, I. could
plainly difcover. them on half opening the _pouch.
Fifteen days later; it remained naturally open enongh
‘to fee  them freely : and at the end of two menths,
‘the female lying down, and the ‘opening of the
-pouch being in a more lax fituation than when. the
walked, the young ones were partly out-of the
‘pouch, and might cafily be reckoned : ‘they were te
the number of fix, all holding:to the mother: bya
canal which enters the maw of the young one,
and which cannot be withdrawn, but by fuch vio-
lence as might deftroy it, if this fhould happen at an.
early period; for the young one is then unable to
take hold again of the teat. But when fix weeks old,
it can refume it by ftrong fution, the apertureat the
end of the muzzle being barely large enough to re-
ceive the pap, which is about two lines in length, and
the fize of the fecond or third cord of aviolin.  The
opoffum notwithftanding has a very wide maw, but
as it remains attached to the mother, Nature has
joined the two jaws by a membrane, which dries
up and difappears as foon as the young one is three
months old, at which term it begins to eat and to
walk.

¢« The number of the young varics greatly ; I have
feen females with ten or eleven, others which had
only five or fix. There are never more paps than
young ones, and when they are weaned, thefe paps
dry up, and detach themfelves, asin other animals ;

the umbilical ftring detaches itfelf from the young;
with
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“with' this difference, that the latter preferve the mar k
-of the {pot where the ftring was, whereas the female
-~opoflum retains no trace ‘of the poiiits where the
teats have been, and which ave not; as-in other ani-
‘mals, placed in two parallel dines; but, irregularly,
and as if by accident.. . It appears as if they formed
“thiem{elves in thofe places where the émbryos hap-
spen'to touch the mother’s belly when fhe-hascon-
weyed them intoher pouch, fucceflivelys:as, the Jays
«themy for that is the moft proper expreflion, unde-
sveloped embryos being comparable only tocggs.”
y
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