


-0
. L
vy

» iron® Qagns Ge
9 AT O
Yor " el ;;:ii
AR A

S T
N,















REW RORE W SO :
¢ - . B - j
b gl T

ZEEEAT 20

g S DL S T
~F --,'\ujx: A v WM“’W

- myrr ML 5

o -




of M7 le Marquis de
CHASTELLUX )

% BYMFDEZOTEUX /'
7 W =
i Staft Officer o/ the French Army 2

{ *.""4
e [~
o e




NORTH-AMERIC 4,

IN THE YEARS 1780, 1781, AND 1782,

i G e L

MARQUIS DE CHASTELLUX,

ONE OF THE FORTY MEMBERS OF THE FRENCH
ACADEMY, AND MAJOR GENERAL IN THE
FRENCH ARMY, SERVING UNDER THE COUNT
DE ROCHAMEBEAU.

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH
BY AN ENGLISH GENTLEMAN,

WHO RESIDED IN AMERICA AT THAT PERIOD.
WITH NOTES BY THE TRANSLATOR.

Tonnay S aflpamray iev dgrea xeu voov eyvw, Odyfley. B. 1.

Multorumque hominum vidit urbes, & more} cognovit.

VOLUME 1.

= TR L R L L

L QS DER DA O Nes

PRINTED FOR G. G. J. AND J. ROBINSON,
PATER-NOSTER RO W.
MDCC LXXXVII.



S -

= ol o -
r'-a-.‘ql?t‘r* -5
e, . 3




ADVERTISEMENT

FROM THE

FRENCH PRINTER.

' HE Public have been long inform-

ed that the Marquis de Chaftellux

had written Journals of his Travels in
North America, and they feem to havé
wifhed to fee thofe Journals more generally
~ diffufed. The Author, who had arranged
them folely for himfelf and for his friends,
has conftantly refufed to make them pub-
lic until this moment. The firft and moft
eonfiderable, in fa&t, were printed in Ame-
rica ; but only twenty-four imprefiions were
ftruck off, and this with no other view
than to avoid the multiplying of copies,
which were become indifpenfibly neceflary,
in a country and at a time when there was
very little hope of any packets reaching
Europe, but by the means of duplicates.
Befides that, he thought proper to avail
himfelf of the {mall printing prefs on board
the fquadron at Rhode Ifland. Of thefe
twenty-four impreffions, not above ten or
Ap~=se twelve
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twelve reached Europe, and the Author
had addrefied them all to perfons on whom
he could rely, and whom he had requeft-
ed not to fuffer any copies to be taken.
The curiofity, however, which every thing
refpe&ing America at that time infpired,
~ excited much anxiety to read them. They
paffed fucceflively through a great many
hands, and there is reafon to believe that
the readers have not all been equally fcru-
pulous ; nor can it even be doubted that
there exift fome manufcript copies, which
being haftily executed, may be prefumed
to be in correct.

In the {pring of 1732, the Marquis de
Chaftellux made a journey into upper Vir-
ginia; and, in the autumn of the fame
year, another into the States of Maffachuf-
fets, and New Hampfhire, and the back
part of Penfylvania. According to cuftom,
he wrote journals of thefe expeditions ; but,
being on his return to Europe, he referved
them to himfelf. Thefe therefore are
known only to a few friends, to whom he
lent them ; for he invariably denied the re-
queft of many perfons, and particularly our

_own,
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own, to empower us to lay them before
the Public. One of his friends however,
who has a very extenfive correfpondence

in foreign countries, having prefled him
much to furnith him with at leaft a few

detached extrats from thefe journals, for
the purpofe of inferting them in a perio-
dical work printed at Gotha, the object of
which 1s to colle& fuch works as have not
been made public, he confented; and,
during a whole year, thereappeared in each
number of this Journal a few pages taken
here and there from thofe of the Marquis
de Chaftellux. Thefe extra@s were not in
a regular feries, and were indifferently ta-
ken from the firft and fecond parts of the
Travels. The Author had ufed this pre-
caution, to prevent the foreign bookfellers
from colle&ting them, and impofing them
on the public as a compleat work. Expe-
rience has proved the infufficiency of this
precaution. A printer of Caflel, without
any f{cruple, has colletted thefe detached
extrats, and without announcing that they
had no coherency, has printed them under
the title of Vuyages de Monfieur le Chevalior
de Chaflellux, the name the author bore
two years ago. The
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The publication of a work fo mutilated
and unmethodical, and which the Marquis
de Chaftellux by no means expected, fo far
from flattering, could not but be difpleafing
to him. We deemed this a proper oppor-
tunity for renewing our inftances to him,
and have, in confequence, obtained his ori-
ginal manufcript, to which he has been
pleafed to annex the charts and plans we
have made ufe of. We have loft no time
in giving it to the public, and have exert-
ed the utmoft pains to render it, from the
execution, worthy of the importance of the
fubje&, and of the name and reputation of
the Author.

The two geograpbical charts point out,
with the greateft accuracy, not only the
country which the Author has travelled
through, but all. the places at which he
ftopped, and which he has mentioned in
his Journals. For the two charts, we are
in great meafure indebted to M. Dezoteux,
Captain of Dragoons, and joint %artcr-
Mafter, who has correCted and reduced
them. ‘This officer having ferved in Ame-
rica, had himfelf vifited the greateft part
of the country. pointed out in the charts.
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Fourney from Newport to Philadelphia,
Albany, e,

R OM my landing at Newport, on the
11th of July, it' was hardly poffible

for me to be abfent even for two days.
On the 1gth of that month the Englifh
fleet began to fhew itfelf before the port 5
the next day we reckoned two and twenty
fail, and a few days after, we learnt that
the enemy were embarking troops, nor
were we informed before the middle of
Vaas=g B Auguft
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Auguft of their being again difembarked
at New York, and on Long Ifland. But
ftill it appeared by no means clear that they
had abandoned their undertaking: we re-
ceived every day freth advices, which be=
fpoke new embarkations ; on our part we
were adding to our fortifications, and our
ftill recent eftablithment furnifhed me
with daily employment of fuch a nature
as not to admit of my abfence. M. de-
Rochambeau, who had long propofed vifit-
ing his pofts at Providence, was unable to
carry his project into execution before the
goth of Auguft. I accompanied him, and
we returned the next day ¥. - On the 18th
of September he fet out. for Hartford in
Conne&icut, with the Admiral Chevalier
de Ternay, where General Wathington had
given him a rendezvous. I did not attend
him in this journey, and as fortune would
‘ have

* Let the Englifh reader conjefture from what
this General Officer has faid, and from what he
has probably thought proper moz to fay, whether
. «Sir H. Clinton, and Admiral Arbuthnot, and even
the great Rodney were wery enterprizing Officers.
Sec the Gazette difpatches of the day.
: TRANSLATOR,
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have it, we found ourfelves in the moft
critical fituation in which we had been
fince our arrival. The general belief at
Rhode Iland was, that M. de Guichen,
who we knew had quitted St. Domingo,
was coming to join us, and we expefted
to go into immediate a&tion. On the rgth,
we found that inftead of M. de Guichen,
Admiral Rodney was arrived at New York
with ten fhips of the line. Not the {malleft
doubt was entertained amongft us of an
attack upon the French fleet, and even the
army. The veflels in confequence were
laid acrofs the harbour, with ftrings on
their cables, and their anchorage was pro-
teted by new batteries, which were con-
firu&ted with great judgment and celerity.
In the beginning of O&ober, the feafon
being then advanced, without any thing
being undertaken by Admiral Rodney, we
had reafon to expect that we fhould remain
quiet for the remainder of the year, and
our fole occupation was in preparing win-
ter quarters for the troops. They took
pofleflion of them the 1ft of November:
and I might now without rifk have ab-

Bz fented
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fented myfelf from the army; but not
wifthing to thew too much anxiety, and
defirous of feeing difcipline, and the ar-
rangements relative to the cantonments
well eftablifhed, I deferred until the rath
fetting out on a long tour upon the con-
tinent.

I left Rhode Ifland that day with Mr.
Lynch and M. de Montefquieu,* who had
each of them a fervant. I had three, one
of whom had a led horfe, and another
drove a fmall cart, which I was advifed to
take, to convey my portmanteaus, and to
avoid hurting my horfes in the journey.
It was then a hard froft, the earth was
covered with fnow, and the north eafterly
wind blew very fharp. In going from
: Briftol to the Ferry, I went out of my way

to view the fortifications of Buz/bil/, and
I reached the ferry at half paft eleven -
The

* Both of thefe Gentlemen were made Colonels
en fecond, on their return to Europe; the firft of

the regiment of Walth, and the fecond, of the
regiment of Bourbonnois.

4+ The ferrics are over arms of the {ea, as well as
rivers, and the boats have either fails or oars.
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"The paffage was long and difficult, becaufe
the wind was contrary. We were obliged
to make three tacks, and it was neceffary
to make two trips, to pafs over our horfes,
and the cart. At two o'clock T arrived at
Warten, a fmall town in the ftaté of
Maffachuflets, eighteen miles diftant from
Newport.- I alighted at a good inn, the
mafter of which, called Bubr, is remarkable
for his enormous fize, as well as that of his
wife, his fon, and all his famlly My
intention was® only to have baited my’
horfes, but the cold continuing to increafe,
and the cart ‘not arriving before three
o'clock, I gave up all thoughts of going
to fleep at Providence, and I determined to’
ftay at Warren, where I was in very ‘good
quarters.  After dinner I went to the bank |
of the little river Barrington,” which runs
near this town, to {ee a floop come in which
had arrived” from Port au Prince. This
ﬂoop belonged to Mr. Porter, Brigadier-
General of the Militia, nephew to Mr.
Buhr, and ftill more bulky than himfelf.
Colonel Green' whom T met upon the quay,
made me acquainted with Mr. Porter, and
' B3 : we
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we drank tea with him, in a fimple, but
comfortable houfe, the infide, and inhabi-
tants of which prefented a {pecimen of
American manners.

The 12th I fet out at half paft eight for
Providence, where I arrived at noon. I
alighted at the College, that is to fay, at
- our Hofpital, which I.examined, and dined
with Mr. Blanchard, Commiflary of war.
At half paft four I went to Colonel Bowen’s,
where I had lodged in my firft journey ; -I
drank tea there with feveral ladies, one of-
whom rather handfome, was called Mifs An-
gel. I was then conducted to Mrs.Varnum’s,
where I again found company, and from
thence to Governor Bowen’s, who gé.ve me
a bed.

The 13th I breakfafted with Colonel
Peck : He is an amiable and pohte young
man, who pafled the laft fummer with
General Heath at Newport He received
me in a charming {mall houfe, where he
lived with his wife, who is young alfo,
and has a pleafing countenance, but with«
out any thing ftriking. This little eftablifh.

ment, where comfort and fimplicity reign,
' gave
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gave an idea of that fweet and ferene ftate.
of happinefs, which appears to have taken
refuge in the New World, after compound-

ing it with plcafure, to: whlch it has left
the old. -

~The town of Providence is bullt on the
bank of a river only fix miles long, and
which ‘difembogues itfelf in -the Gulph
wherein areRhode Ifland, Conneticut, Pro-
vidence, &c. It has only one ftreet, which
is very long: the fuburb, which is con-
fiderable, is on the other fide of the river.
This.town. 1s handfome, the houfes are not
fpacious; but well built, and properly ar-
ranged within.:: It is pent in between two
chains of mountains, one to the north,
and the other to the fouth-weft, which
caufes an'jnfupportaﬁlc heat in" fummer ;
but it is expofed to the north-weft wind,
which rakes it from one end to the other,
and renders it extremely cold in winter. It
may contain two thoufand five hundred in-
habitants. Its fituation is very advantage=
ous for commerce; which accordingly is
very confiderable in times of peace, Mer-
chant fhips may load and unload their car-
B 4 goes
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goes in the town itfelf, and fhips of war
cannot approach the harbour. Their com-
merce is the fame with that of Rhode
Ifland and Bofton ; they export ftaves, and
falt provifions, and bring back falt, and
a great quantity of melaffes, fugar and
other articles from the Weft Indies: they
fit out veflels alfo' for the cod and whale
fithery. 'The latter is carried on fuccefs
fully between Cape Cod and Liong lfland;
but they go often as far as Baffin’s Streights,
and Falkland’s fland. The inhabitants of -
Providence, like thofe of ‘Newport, alfo
carry on the Guinea trade; they buy flaves
there and: carry them: to the Weft-Indies,
_ where they take bills. of exchange on Old
England, for which they receive woollens,

ftuffs, - and other merchandize *.
On

* Here are feveral places of public worfhip, an
univerfity, and other public buildings; and a
very brifk trade was carried on even at the worft
period of the war for American commerce, viz. in
1782. — Mr, Welcome drnold, a. great plumber, and
Delegate to Congrefs from this. flate, has changed
his.name by a& of Aflembly, fince the defection of
Benedilt drnold. TRANSLATOR.
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- On quitting Colonel Peck, I mounted
my horfe for #oluntown, where I propofed
{leeping. . 1 ftopped at Séituate, in a very
indifferent inn, called the dngel's Tavern ;
it isaboust ha-lf way to Voluntown: I baited
my horfes there, and fet out in an hour,
without feeing my cart arrive. From this
place to Voluntown the: road is execrable;
one is perpetually mounting and defcend-
ing, and always on the moft rugged roads.
It was fix o’clock, and the night clofed ing
when I reached Dorrance’s. T. avern, whichs
is only five and: twenty miles: from Provi-
dence. I difinounted with the more plea-
fure as the weather was extremely bad.. I
was. well accommodated, and kindly received:
at Mr. Dorrance’s, ' He is an old gentle~
man of feventy~three years of age, tall, and
ftil} vigorous; he is a native of Ireland,
firft fettled in Maffachufiets, and afterwards.
in Conneéticut. His wife, who is younger
than him, isaive, handy, and obliging;
but her family is charming. It confifts
of two young men, one twenty-cight,
and the other twenty-one years old; a
child: of twelve, and: two- girls from eigh=

“teen
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teen to twenty, as handfome as angels.
The eldeft of thefe young women was’
fick, kept her chamber, and did not thew
herfelf. I learnt afterwards that fhe was
hig with child, and almoft ready to'lye-in :
the -was~deceived by a young man, who
aftér -promifing to marry her, abfented

himfelf and - did not return,® Chagrm and
' the

* On the arrival of feven or eight copies of this
_]ournal fent to Europe by the author, the curiofity
then' excited by every thing relative to the affairs
of America, procured them many readers. Though
the author had addrefled ‘them only ta his moit
intimate friends, and had taken the precaution to
apprize them that it was not his intention they
fhould be generally public, they pafled rapidly from
on¢ hand to another; and as they could only be
lent. for a fhort time they were read with as much
precipitation, as avidity, This anxiety. could only
proceed from the general defire of forming fome
idea of the manners of the Americans, of which
this Journal gave feveral details which became in-
terefting from the circumftances of navelty and
diﬁanbc From an mconﬁﬂency, however, more
ufual in France than in any other country, fome
perfons made no fcruple to judge the  author on
points of propriety, of which he alone was capable
of giving them an idea: he was taxed with wanton.
n_cfé__ and indifcretion, for having concealed neither
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the confequences. of her fituation  had
thrown her into a flate ‘of languor, the
never cam,e down to the ground ﬂoor on,

Wthh- '

names nor places in rq:latmg the a.dventure of a
girl deceived by her lover. A very ﬁmple, and very,
mtural reﬂe&lon, might have convinced them, that -
it was by no means probable that a GcneraIOfﬁcer, =
a man of forty five years of age, particularly con=
nc&ed with the” Ameru:ans, and who has every,
where cxpreﬁ'cd fentiments of gratltude and attach~_
ment for thofe from whom he experienced kmdnefs,
fhould allow lnmfelf not only to offend, but to
affli& an honeft famﬂy, who had thewn him every
attennon, an,d of whom he cannot {peak but II'L
terms of commendatmn Befides that the ﬁmple
and even erO\]S manner in which this article 1s
written affords not the leaft appearance of Iev1ty 3
a fufficient reafon for preventing the too free obfer~
vations of certain readers. Another refle&ion mxght‘:
occur naturnlly cnough but which demanded a
little more combination. The author wifhes, 1t
might have been faid, to give us an idea of Ameri-
can manners, which he is certainly very far from
fatirizing : * may it not be poﬂiblc that amongft a
peaple fo renfote from us in every refpet, a girl
who fhould refign herfelf too haftily to the man
fhe was engaged to, with the confent even of her
parents, a girl without diftruft, in a country where
fuch an idea'is never taught them, where morals.
are fo far in their infancy, as. that the commerce
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which her parents lived; but great cate

was taken of her, and fhe had always fome-

body to keep her compiny. WHhilft a
good

betwecn two free perfonis is dcemcd efs cenfurable,
than the, infidelities, the, caprices, and even the
coquetries which dcﬂ:roy the pcace of fo many
European families ! May it not Be pofﬁble that this
young woman,. as interefting as fhe was unhappy,'
fhould be lamented rather than condcmncd that
fhe fhould fill’ retaifi all her, ngbts in fociety, and’
become a, legmmal‘b fpoufe and. mothcr, though.
her ftory was neither unknown, nor attempted to _
be concealed ? In fa&, how could thc author learn
this hiftory? Was it by the fcandalous chronicles in
a hamlet where he was a ftranger to every perfon
but his hofts? I have fince learnt (fays he in {peak-
ing of this girl) that fhe was with child, and near
ber. time of lying-in. How did he learn this? From
her own _parents, who had. not at firft made a
myftery of it, and then a matter of confidence.
But had thefe auftere judges, when they had finithed
their reading, bappened to recolle& what they faw
at the beginning, they might have obferved that the
author being at Voluntown a fecond time, two.
months after, faw Mifs Dorrance fuckling an in-’
fant, Jrhich was continually paffing from her knees
to thofe of her mother; that {he was then cherithed,
and taken care of by all the family, This affe&ing
fight was defcribed with fenfibility, and notwith malig-
nity. Butitis time to give over tiring the patience, not
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good fupper was preparing for me, I went
into the room where the family was af+
fembled, where I obferved a fthelf with

forty

of the critics only, but of 2ll fenfible minds, thofe
minds alone whofe approbation is of any value. On
another journey to Voluntown, the author had the fa-
tisfa&ion to fee Mifs Dorrance perfeétly happy : . her
lover was returned, and had married her ; he had ex-
piated all his wrongs, nor had they been fuch as they
at firft appeared; he had unfortunate circumftances to
plead in his excufe, if there can indeed be any for
aman who for afingle day can leave in fuch agonies,
the interefting and weak vitim who was unable to
refift him.

=

The Tranflator, who has been at Veluntown, and
enjoyed the {ociety and witnefled the happinefs of this
amiable family, is likewife acquainted with thewhole
of this ftory. He is fo well fatisfied with the juftnefs
of the liberal minded author’s reafoning on Ameri-
can manners in this particular, that he has not fcru-
pled to give the name of this worthy family at
length, notapprehending that their chara&ers woyld
fuffer the fmalleft injury, where alone the imputation
is of any confequence ; nor does he fear oppofing the
virtue of this family, and of thefe manners, to Euro~
pean chaftity, prudery, and refinement. The circum-~
ftances of this ftory were related to the Tranflator
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forty or fifty volumes on it; on opening
them I found that they were all claffical
authors, Greek, Latin, or Englith. They
belonged to Mr. Dorrance’s eldeft fon.
This young man had received a regular
education, and was tutor at Providence col-
lege, until the war interrupted his ftudics.
I converfed with him on 'various points
of literature, and particularly on the man-

ner in which the dead languages thould be
pro-

by Mr. and Mrs. Dorrance, with the fame
i'cnﬁbility, and the fame innocence, with which
they appear to have told them to the Marquis de
Chaftelleux. They are a kind, hofpitable, and ami-
able couple, and the hufband is very far from
being ill informed; he entertained the Tranflator
with many anecdotes of the war, and with fome
lzughable onés refpe&ing General Prefcot, who was
‘brought to his houfe, after being carried off without
his breeches from Rhode Ifland ; but never without
‘exprefling a becoming degree of fenfibility for his
fituation, which was peculiarly mortifying, from
his gout, his naturally peevith difpofition, the
humiliating mode of his capture, and the circum-
‘ftance of its being the fecond time of his falling into
the hands of anenemy, whom he was weak enough
to defpife and to infult, TRANSLATOR.
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pronounced. Ifound him wellinformed, and
poflefled of much fimplicity and modefty.”
We were waited on at fupper by a moft
beautiful girl, ‘called Mifs Pearce. . She was
a neighbour of Mrs. . Dorrance, and had
come on a vifit, and to affift her in' the ab=
fence of her youngeft daughter. This
young perfon had, like all the American
women, a very decent, nay even {erious
carriage ; fhe had no objection to be looked .
at, nor to have her beauty commended,
nor even to receive a few carefles, provided
it was done without an air of familiarity or
libertinifm. Licentious manners, in fact,
are fo foreign in America, that the com-
munication with young women leads to no-
thing bad, and that freedom itfelf there

bears

* The Tranflator had a great deal of converfation
with this young man, and found him fuch as the
- Marquis reprefents him ; but he muft likewife add,
that he met with a great number of excellent claffical
fcholars, in different parts of the continent, educated
at William{burgh, Philadelphia, Yale College, New~
haven, Cambridge, and Providence, and very few
deficient, efpecially to the northward. The war did
infinite mifchief to the rifing generation of America,
by interrupting education, TRANSLATOR.
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bears a charater of modefty far beyond our
affe@ed bathfulnefs and falfe réferve.” But
neither my excellent fupper, nor the books
of Mr. Dorrance, nor even the fine eyes of
Mifs Pearce, made my cart arrive, and I
was obliged to go to reft without hearing
any news of it. As I defired a chamber
~ with a fire in it, Mifs Pearce prepared me
one, informing me at the fame time, that
it communicated with that of the fick lady
with whom fhe flept, and enquired of me
very politely, whether it would incommode
me if fhe thould pafs through my chamber
after I was in bed. I aflured her, that if
the difturbed my fleep, it would not be as
a frightful dream. And, in fa&, the came
a quarter of an hour after I was in bed. I
pretended to fleep, in order to examine her
countenance ; fthe pafled very gently, turn-
ing her head the other way, and hiding
the light for fear of awakening me. Ido
not know whether I fhall pronounce my
praife or condemnation, by faying, that I
foon after fell into a profound fleep.

On my rifing I found Mifs Pearce, but,.
not my cart, which it feemed more than

probable
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probable was broke into a thoufand pieces.
I was determined to give up that mode of
‘conveying my little baggage, which ftill
it was neceflary to have. I refolved,
therefore, to wait for them, and take
my breakfaft, a refolution much eafier
adopted. Atlength, about eleven o'clock,
my centinels announced its appearance. It
was matter of great joy to the whole crew
to fee it arrive, although crippled, and
towed by a hired horfe, which they had
been obliged to put before mine. It is
proper to obferve, that my attendants, proud
of poffefling ample means of tranfporting
my effe@s, had loaded it with many ufelefs
articles ;' that being apprifed myfelf that
wine was not always to be met with in
the inns,* I had thought proper to furnifth

myfelf

* The tranflator, when he travelled in America
during the war, always carried wine with him when
prafticable, for at Baltimore and Philadelphia, thofe
great fea-ports, very indifferent wine, called claret,
was fold at tewo dollars, upwards of g fhillings a bot=
tle, hard money. Nor was it an uncommon thing
to tranfport wine from Bofton to Philadelphia by
land, when the arrivals were more fortunate in that
quarter. TRANSLATOR.

Vor. I. &
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myfelf with cantines which held twelve
bottles, and having taken the precaution to

afk for two or three white loaves of bread:
from the commifiary of provifions at Provi-
dence, he had packed up twenty, which
alone weighed upwards of eighty poundsy
{o that my poor cart was laden ’till on the
point of finking. Its greateft misfortuney
however, arofe’' from ftriking on the rocks,
which had broke one wheel and greatly
damaged the other. 1 foon determined ta
Jeave it with Mr. Dorrance, who under=
took to get it repaired, and it was refolved
that my wine fhould be divided into three
parts, one of which fhould be drank. the
fame day, the other left with the landlord,
with a requeft to keep it till.my returny
and that the third fthould be offered bhim,
with a requeft to drink it ; which met with
no difficulty. The remainder of the day,
however, being dedicated to make new dif~
pofitions, I determined on remaining at Vo=
luntown., I made a general- infpection of
my baggage ; every thing unneceffary was
packed up and left with Mr. Dorratiet ;
the reft put into portmanteaus, and. by

a pro=
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a promotion @ /a Pryffienne, on the field
of battle, my cart-horfe was elevated to the
" faddle. The reading of fome Englith poets,
and the converfation with Meflrs. Lynch
and Montefquicu, and the good people of
the houfe, made me pafs the day very
agreeably. Towards the evening, two tra-
vellers came into the room I was in, feated
themfelves by the fire, and began to yawn
and whiftle, without paying the leaft at-
tention to me. The converfation, however,
gradually enlivened, and became very in~
terefting and agreeable. One of them was
a colonel of militia, who had ferved in Ca-
nada, and had been in feveral engagements,
wherein he was wounded. I tfhall obferve
once for all, that among the men 1 have
met with, above twenty years of age, of
whatfoever condition, I have not found
two who have not bore arms, heard the
whiftling of balls, and even received fome
‘wounds; fo that it may be afferted, that
North-America is entirely military, and
‘inured to war, and that new levies may con-
tinually be made without making new fol-
diers. [The tranflator confirms this affer-

Cz tion,
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tion, except with regard to the pacific religi-
ous fe@s, in the whole extentof his obferva-

tions from Virginia to New Hampfhire.]
The 15th, I fet out from Voluntown at
eight in the morning. I travelled five miles
in the mountains, after which I faw the
horizon expand itfelf, and my eye very
foon had its full fcope. On defcending
the hills, and before we reach the valley,
is the town or hamlet of Plainfield ; for
what is called in America, a fown or fown-
Jbip, is only a certain number of houfes,
difperfed over a great [pace, but which be-
long to the fame incorporation, and fend
deputies to the general affembly of the ftate.
The centre or head quarters of thefe towns,
is the meeting-houfe or church. This
church ftands fometimes fingle, and is
fometimes furrounded by four or five houfes
only 5 whence it happens, that when a
traveller afks the queftion : How far is iz
2o fuch a town? He is anfwered, You are there
already ; but when he fpecifies the place
he withes to be at, whether it be the meet-
ing, or fuch atavern, he not unfrequently
1s told, You are feven or eight miles from it.
Plainfield
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Plainfield is afmall town, but alarge diftri&,
for there are full thirty houfes within reach
of the meeting.® Its fituation is agree-
able; but it prefents, befides, a military
afpet : this was the firft I had remarked.
An army might encamp there on little
heights, behind which the hills rife in an
amphitheatre, thus prefenting fucceffive
pofitions as far as the great woods, which
would ferve as the laft retreat. The foot of
the heights of Plainfield is fortified by mo-
rafles, only paflable by one caufeway,
which would oblige the enemy to file
off to attack you. () The right and left are
fupported by efcarpments. On the right
alfo is a marfh, which renders it more dif-
ficult of accefs. This camp is fit for
{ix, eight, or even ten thoufand men; it
might ferve to cover Providence and Maf-

C 3 fachuflet’s

* Thereis an academy or college here, with four
Latin and Englifh mafters, and when the tranflator was
there, he was prefent at fome, not contemptible,
public exhibitions of oratc;ry in thofe two languages.
TRANSLATOR. |

(+) In {ummer thefe moraffes are dry. This I have '
fince learnt, and which it is proper to remark, that
an erroneous jdea may not be formed of this pofition,
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fuchuffet’s ftate, againft troops who had
pafled the Conne&icut river. At two miles
from Plainfield the road turns towards the
north, and after travelling two or three
miles farther, is the river of Quenebaugh,
along the edge of which we travel about a
mile to pafs it at Canterbury, over a pretty
fong, and tolerably conftruéted wooden
bridge. This river is neither navigable,
nor fordable, but flows amidft ftones, which
renders its bed very uneven. The inha-
bitants of the neighbourhood, form dams
here in the fhape of a projeéting angle to
_catch the ecls: the fommitof the angle is
- in the middle of the river; there they place
nets in the fhape of a purfe, where the
fith which follow the current of water
feldom efcape being caught. The bridge at
Canterbury is ‘built in rather a deep and
narrow valley. The meeting-houfe of the
town is on the right bank, as well as the
greateft part of the houfes, but there are
fome alfo on the eminences towards the
eaft, which appeared to me well built and
agreeably fituated. Thefe heights being
of the fame clevation with thole to the

weft,
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weft #, Canterbury offers two  pofitions,
equally advantageous for two armies, which
might difpute the paflage of the Quene-
baugh. After pafling Canterbury, we en-
ter the woods, and a chain of hills, which
muft be paffed by very rugged and difficult
roads. Six or feven miles farther, the
country begins to open, and we defcend
agreeably to #indbam. 1t is a very hand-
fome little town, or rather it is the ftock
from which a handfome town will {pring.
There are forty or fifty houfes pretty near
cach other, and fo fituated as to prefent the
appearance of a large public {quare, and
three large ftreets. The Sewunganick, or
Windham river, runs near this town, but
is of no great ufe to its trade, for it is no

foad more

* The tranflator reached Canterbury on a Sunday,
a day on which travelling is forbid in the New
England ftates. The family at Buckhoufe's Tavern
were all at mecting, and it coft him innumerable
entreaties, befides the moft uncquivocal proofs of
whiggifm, to procure a morfel of the moft wretched
fare; and to obtain which he was obliged to wait
"till the meeting was at an end. Both this town
and Windham are moft beautifully fituated, parti-
cularly the latter, which is extremely picturefque,
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more navigable than the Quenebaugh,
with which it joins its waters to form the
river Thames. It may be obferved in read-
ing this journal, and ftill more by the in-
{pection of the Charts, that the rivers in
general, and many towns, have retained
their Indian names : this nomenclature has
fomething interefting in it, as it con-
firms the flill recent origin of thefe
multiplied fettlements, and is perpetu-
ally prefenting to the mind a very ftri-
king contraft between the former, and

prefent ftate of this vaft country. '
Windham is fifteen miles from Volun-
town. I there found Lauzun’s hufiars, who
were {tationed in it for a week, until their
quarters were prepared at Lebanon. 1 dined
with the Duke de Lauzun, and being un-
able to get away before half after three,
the night, which foon came on,obliged me
to flop at fix miles from Windham, at a
little folitary tavern *, kept by Mrs, Hill.
As

* This tavern is called Lebanon Crank, and the
tranflator has made fimilar remarks in his journal
on the external appearance of, and the kindnefs that
reigns within this little hut ; where, a very uncommon

Cir=
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As the houfe had an indifferent appearance,
1 afked if we could have beds, the only
want we had; for the Duke de Lauzun’s
dinner had left us in no uneafinefs about
fupper. Mrs. Hill told me, after the man-
ner of the country, that the could only fpare
one bed, as fhe had a fick traveller in the
houfe whom fhe would not difturb. This
traveller was a poor foldier of the conti-
nental army, who was going home on a fur-
lough for the benefit of his health. He had
his furlough in his pocket in regular form,
as well as the exa& account of what was
due to him, but he had not a farthing
cither in paper or in hard meney. Mrs. Hill,
notwithftanding, had given him a good bed,
and as he was too ill to continue his journey,
{the had kept him, and taken care of him
for four days. We arranged matters in the
beft way we could: the foldier kept his
bed. 1 gave him fome money to help him
on his journey, and Mrs. Hill appeared  to

me

circumftance at that time, he found excellent green

tea, and fine loaf fugar. He faw Mrs. Hill too
feed, and relieve a travelling foldier.

TRANSLATOR.
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me much more affeted with this charity,
than with the good bard maengy 1 gave her
* to pay her bill,

The 16th, at eight in the morning, T took
leave of my kind landlady, and followed
the road to Hartford, beginning my journey
on foot, on account of the extreme coldnefs
of the morning. After defcending by a
gentle declivity for about two miles, I got
into a pretty narrow, but agrecable  and
well cultivated valley : it is watered by a
rivulet which falls into the Sewnganick, and
which is decorated with the name of Hope
river, we follow this valley to Bolton town,
or Townfbip, which has nothing remark-
able. T'here we traverfe a chain of pretty
lofty mountains, which extend from north
to fouth like all the hills in Connecticut,
On quitting thefe mountains, we come to
the firt houfes of Eaft Hariford. Though
we were but five miles from Hartford Court
Houfe,  we withed to reft our horfes, which
had travelled twenty-three miles on a
firetch. The inn we ftopped at was kept
by Mr. Marth: he is, according to the
Englifh phrafe, a good farmer ; that is, a

: good
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good cultivator. He told me that he had
begun a fettlement in the ftate of Vermont,
where he had purchafed two hundred acres
of land for forty dollars, about two hundred
livres of our money, or fomething more
than eight pounds Englith. The ftate of
Vermont is a valt country, fituated to the
eaftward of New Hampthire and Maffa-
chufiets, and to the north of Conneicut,
between the river of that name, and Hud-
fon’s river. As it is lately peopled, and
has always been an obje& of contention
between the ftates of New York, and New
Hampthire, there is properly {peaking no
eftablithed government. Etban Allen, cele-
brated for the expedition he undertook
in 1775 againft Ticonderago, of his own,
accord, and without any other aid than
that of the volunteers who followed him,
has made himfelf the chief of that country.
He has formed there an aflembly of repre-
fentatives ; this aflembly grants lands, and
the country is governed by its own laws,
without having any connetion with con-
grefs. The inhabitants however are not
the lefs enemies of the Englith ; but under

the
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the pretext that they form the frontier a-
gainft Canada, and are obliged to guard
it, they furnith no contingent to the ex-
pences of the war. They had long no o-
ther name than that of Green Mountainboys,
but thinking thistoo ignoble an appellation
for their new deftiny, they tranflated Green
Mountain into French ; which made Verd
Mont, and by corruption Vermont. It re-
mains to be feen whether it is by corrup-
tion alfo that this country has affumed the
title of tbe flate of Vermont *.

About four in the evening, I arrived at
Hartford ferry, after travelling over a very
inconvenient road, a great part of which
“forms a narrow caufeway through a marthy
wocd. 'We pafs this ferry, like all the o-

' thers

* In the years 1780, 1781, and 1782, the inhabi-
tants of Vermont, who were no¢ guided by Ethan
“Allen, annually fent deputies to congrefs, and were
. once within ome wote of carrying their point, but
had not the peace taken place, it is probable from
circumftances, that in cafe of refufal, they would
at leaff have threatened to put themfelves under
Britith protetion, an event to which the Marquis
fcems toallude. TRANSLATOR.
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thers in America*®, in a flat boat with oars.
I found the inns at Hartford fo full that it
was impofiible to procure a lodging. The
four eaftern ftates of Maffachuflets, New
Hampthire, Rhode Ifland, and Conneéti-
cut were then holding their affemblies in
that town. Thefe four ftates have long
maintained a particular connettion with
each other, and they meet together by de-
putxcs, fometimes in one ftate, fometimes
in another. Each leglﬂature fends depu-
ties. In a circumftance, fo uncommon in
America, as room being wanted for men
colleted together, Colonel Wadfworth’s
houfe offered me a moft agreeable afylum ;
I lodged with him, as well as the Duke
de Lauzun, who had pafled me on the road.
Mr. Dumas+, who belonged to the ffaff of

the

* At the Moravian fettlement of Bethlehem isa
ferry paffed by ropes, like that oppofite the invalid
hofpital at Paris, and many others in France, and
other parts of Europe. TRANSLATOR.

+ The tranflator had the pleafure of meeting with
this accomplithed officer, at Baltimore, at Bofton,
and in Europe, Nature has been very favourable to
his exterior, and he unites to the moft perfe& good
manners, and a thorough knowledge of the world,
and books, the moft unexampled aftivity in his
profeflion. TrANsLATOR.
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the army, and was then attached to the
Duke de Lauzun, Mr. Lynch and Mr. de
Montefquien were well accommodated in
the neighbourhood.

Colonel Wadfworth is about two and
thirty, very tall and well made, and has a
noble as well as agreeable countenance. He
. lived formerly on Long Ifland’; ~and from
his infancy was engaged in commerce and
navagation : he had already made feveral
voyages to the coaft of Guinea and the
Weft Indies, when according to the Ame-
rican expreflion, the prefent conteffation be-
gan. He then ferved in the army, and
was in feveral a&ions ; but General Wath-
ington difcovering that his talents might
be fill more ufefully employed, made him
Commiflary of provifions. This is a mili-
tary poft in America, and thofe who fill it,
are a5 much refpeted as the firft officer
of the line. The Commiflary General is
charged with all the purchafes, and the
Quarter Mafter with all the conveyances :
it is the latter who marks out the ground,
eftablithes the magazines, provides car-

riages, and diftributes the rations: it is
alfo
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alfo on his receipts and orders that the
Paymafters make their payments; he is,
in thort, properly fpeaking, a Military In-
tendant, while the Commlﬁ'ary General
may Be compared to a Munitionnaire with
us, who fhould undertake to provide fors
age as well as provifions. ' 1 think this
arrangement as  good asours, though thefe
departments have not been exempt from a-
bufes, andeven blame in the courfe of the
prefent war 3 but it muft be obferved, that
whenever the government wants political
force, and ‘the treafury is ‘without money,
the adminiftration of affairs is always ruin=-
ous, and often. culpable. - This refleGtion
alone will afford fufficient fubjet for the eu-
logiumof Col. Wadfworth, whenit isknown
that throughout all America, there is not one
voice againit him, and that his name is never
pronounced without the homage dueto
his talents and his probity.” The particular
confidence of General Wathington puts the
feal upon his merit ¥, - The Marquis de la
: Fayette

The tranflator cannot forbear adding his

teftimony to this brilliant but exaggerated culo-
gium. . TRANSLATOR.
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Fayette judged extremely well thercfore in
getting Mr. de Corny to employ him, in
furnithing the provifions neceffary for the
French troops which were then expeded,
As foon as they were difembarked at Rhode
Ifland, he again propofed him as the moft
proper manin the world to affift them in all
their wants, but thofe who had the dire&ion
of the army did not at that time think proper
to employ him. They even conceived fome
fufpicions of him, from falfe ideas, and
eagerly fubftituted for a Commiffary of
underftanding and reputation, undertakers,
without fortune, and without character;
who promifed every thing, performed no-
thing, and foon threw our affairs into con-
fufion: firft by augmenting the price of
articles by purchafes haftily made, and fre-
quently in oppofition one to another, and
finally by throwing into circulation, and
offering at a great difcount, the bills of
exchange they had engaged to receive for
two-thirds of all their payments. Thefe
bargains, and contracts fucceeded eventual-
ly fo ill, that we were obliged, but too
late, to have recourfe to Mr. Wadfworth,

who
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who refumed the affairs with as much
noblenefs as he had quxttcd them ; always .
as fuper:or to injuries by his charater,
as he is by his talents to thc mnumerablc
obﬂ'ac!es that furround him. '
Another interefting pcrfonacc was then . -
at Hdrtford and I went to pay him avifit:
this W'IS Governor Trumbull ; Governor,
by ercel[em‘e, for he has been fo thefe fifteen
years, having bccn always rechofcn at the
end of every two years, and equally pof-
fefling the public efteem under the Englith
government, and under that of the Con-
grefs, . He is {eventy years old ; his whele
life is confecrated to bufinefs, which he
pafﬁon tely loves, whether important or
ot 3 or rathcr, with refpﬂé’c to him, there is
none of the latter defcription. He has all
the ﬁmphc1ty in his drefs, all the im-
portance, and even pedantry becoming the
great maglf’cmte of a fmall republic. He
brought to. my mind the burgomafters of
Holland in thc time of the Heinfiufes and
the Barncvclts I had been informed that
he ‘was cmployed in a hiftory of the pre-
fent_reyolution, and I was curious to read
R R i e this
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this work ; I told him that I hoped to fee
him on my return at Lebanon, (his place of
abode) and that I {hould then requeft per-
miflion to look over his manufeript ; but
he affured me that he had only written the
introdution, which he had addrefled to
the Chavalier de la Luzerne, our ambafla-
dor. Iprocured it during my ftay at Phi-
ladelphia, but it is only an hiftorical re-
capitulation, rather fuperficial, and by no
means free from partiality in the manner
of reprefenting the events of the war, The
only interefting fact I found in it, was in
the journal of a Gevernor Winthrop, in the
year 1670, where he fays, that the mem-
bers of the council of Maflachuflets, being
advifed by their friends in London to ad-
drefs themfelves to the parliament, to
whom the King then left a great deal of
authority, as the beft means of obtaining
* the redrefs of fome grievances, the coun-
cil, after mature deliberation, thought pro-
per to decline the propofal, refleing, that
if they put themfelves once under the pro-
teftion of parliament, they fhould be o-
bliged to fubmit to all the laws that affem-

bly
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bly might impofe, whether on ithe nation in
general, or on the colonies in particular.
Now, nothing can more ftrongly prove,
that thefe colonies, even in the very origin, -
never acknowledged the authority of par-
liament, nor imagined they could be bound
by laws of their making.

The 17th, in the morning, I parted
with regret from my hoft and the Duke
de Lauzun ;3 but it was not till after break-
faft, for itis athing unheard of in America
to fet off without breakfaft. By this in-
difpenfible delay I had an opportunity of
making acquaintance with General Parfons.
He appeared to me a fenfible man, and he
is fo efteemed in his country; but he has
had little opportunity of difplaying great
military talents; he was, in fa&, what
one muft never be, in war, or in any
thing, unfortunate. His outfet was on Long
Ifland, where he was taken, and he has
fince been in all the bad affairs, {o that he
is better known for his capacity in bufinefs,
than for the fhare he has had in the
events of the war.

D2 The
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‘The road 1'had t6 travel becoming hience-
forth difficult and rather defert; it was deters
mined that Ithould not exceed ten miiles that
day, that T might meet with good quarters s
and get my horfes in order for the'next day’s
journey. The place I was to ftop at was
Farmington. - Mr. Wad{worth, feating I
thould not find a good inn there, gave me
a'letter of recommiendation to one of his
relations of the name of Lewis, where he
affured me I fhould be well received, with-
out incommoding any pérfon, and without
ftraightening myfelf, for that T thould pay
my reckoning ‘as at'an inn. . In fa&, when
the taverns are bad, or that they are fo
fituated as not to fuit the convenience of

“the traveller, ‘it is the cuftom in America,

“to afk for quarters of fome individual at his
-eafey, who can fpare room in his houfe for
you, ‘and can give ftabling for your horfes:
the traveller ‘and his hoft'then converfe

“together of ‘equal terms; but he is pald
merely-as an inn-keeper. -

The town of Hartford does not merit
-any attention either in travelling through,
of in fpeaking of it.” It confifts of a very

long
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lopg ftreet, parallel . with the river; ;it is
pretty regular and conneéted, that is, the
houfes are not dlﬁant ﬁom ¢ach other. But
it h,as many appcndages, ¢very thing is
Harrford fix leagues round ; but Eaft I;la;t_
ford, Weft Hartford, and NewHartford are.
diftinc towns, though compofed of houfes,
fcattered through the country.‘ I have al-.
ready mentioned what conflitutes a téwn ;
it_is. to have one or two mcct.mgs, par-
txcular aﬁcmbhes, and thc right of fending .
depgtles to the general allembly. Thefe
town/lips may be compared to the curie of
the Romans, - From a very lofty plain on,
the road to Farmington, one, difcovers not
only all the Hantfords,. but all that part of,
the continent watered by the- river of that,
name, ﬁtuatcd bctween the eaﬁem and
weftern chains of mountains. = This place
is called Rocky-bdl. The houfes of Weft
Hartford, frequently difperfed, and fome-
times grouped together, and every where
adorned with trees and meadows, form of
the road to F armington fuch a garden, in
the, Englith ftyle, as it would be difficult
for art to imitate. ‘Their inhabitants add
- D3 foms
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fome induftry likewife to their rich culture,
fome common cloths and other woollen
ftuffs are fabricated here, but of a good wear,
and fufficient to cloath the people who live
in the country, or in any other town than
Bofton, New York and Philadelphia. 1
went into a houfe where they were pre-
paring and dying the cloth. This cloth
is made by the people of the country, and
is ‘then fent to thefe little manufatures,
where they are drefled, prefled and dyed
for two fthillings, /awful money, per yard,
which makes about thirty-five fols French,
or feventeen-pence Englifh, the Connecti-
cut pound being equal to fomething more
than three dollars. I reached Farmington at
three in the afternoon. It is a pretty little
town, with a handfome meeting-houfe,
and fifty houfes colleGed, all neat and well
built. It is fituated on the declivity of the
mountains : the river which bears the fame
name rons at the foot of them, and
turns towards the north, without fhewing
itfelf; but the view of the valley is not-
withftanding very agreeable. After dif-

mounting, I took advantage of the good
- weather,
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weather, to take a walk in the ftreets, or
rather in the highways. I {aw through the
windows of a houfe that they were working
at fome trade; Ientered, and found them
making a fort of camblet, as well as another
woollen ftuff’ with blue and white ftripes
for women’s drefs : thefe ftuffs are fold at
three fhillings and fix-pence the yard lawful
money, or about two and twenty-pence
Englith. The fons and grandfons of the
family, were at work: one workman can
eafily make five yards aday. The prime
coft of the materials being only one fhilling
currercy, the day’s work may amount to
ten or twelve. On my return from this
walk I found an excellent dinner prepared
for me, without my having faid a word to
the family. After dinner, about the clofe
of the day, Mr. Lewis, who had been a-
broad on his affairs during a part of the cay,
came into the parlour where I was, feated
himfelf by the fire, lighted his pipe, and
entered into converfation with me, I found
him an active and intelligent man, well
acquainted with public affairs, and with
his own : he carried on a trade of eattle,

D4 like
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like all the farmers of Conne@icut ; he was
then employed in furnifhing provifions for
the army, and Was 'prihcipally taken up in
{laughtering, and falting cattle for the ftate
of Conne&icut to be fent to Fifb-kil. "For
each ftate is obliged to furnifh not only
money, but other articles for the army:
thofe to the eaftward fupply it with cattle,
rum, and falt; and thofe to the weftward
with flour and forage. Mr. Lewis has
‘borne arms alfo for his country : he was
“at the affairs of Long Ifland and Saratoga,
‘of ‘which he gave me an exa&t account;
in the laft he ferved as a volunteer. At
tea time Mrs, Lewis and her fifter-in-law
gave us thci‘r‘corhpany Mrs Lewis had
child in her arms : fhe is near thirty, with
“a very agreeable face, and “fo amiable, and
fo polite a carriage, as to prefent a picture
" of decency itfelf, in every country in the
“world. ''The converlation was intereftingly
: fupportcd the whole evening. The family
“retired at nine o'clock’; I did not fee them
in the morning, and paid my bill to the
fervants : it was neither dear nor cheap,

but
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‘but the juft price of ‘every thing, fegulated
‘without - meef‘eﬂ‘y ‘and Wlthout comp.l-
ments. sezgh o
Igot on - he‘f{‘eback at?eightnclodc on
“the 18th, anid 4t the diftante of a mile fell
in .*w1th the ‘river of Farmington, along
‘Wwhich' 1 rode for fome time.  There was
“nothing m!ereﬁmg in ‘this part of my
Journe}r, except that havingfired my piftol
“at’a jay, ‘to my" g‘reat aftonifhiment ithe bird
“fell. 'This “had ‘been for ‘many days-an
‘object of curiofity with me, ‘and it is really
‘a moft beautifol creatare. It'is quite blue,
but it 'unites all the warious fhades of that
“colour fo as to furpafs the invention of art,
‘and ‘be very ‘difficult of imitation. ' I muft
‘remark by the bye, ‘that ‘the Americans
call “it‘only by the name of ithe blue bird,
though it is a real jay; ‘but the Americans
are far from being fuccefsful in enriching
their native' language. On every thing
which wanted an Englith name, they have
beftowed only a fimple defcriptive one:
the jay is the blue bird, the cardinal, the
red bird 5 every water bird is a duck, from
the teal to the canard de dois, and to the
' large
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large black duck which we have not in
Europe. Theycall them, red ducks, black
ducks, wood ducks. 1t is the fame with re-
Apet totheir'trees; the pine, the cyprefles,
‘the firs; are all comprehended upder the
-general name of pine-frees 5 and if the peo-
ple charalterize any. particular tree, it is
from the ufe to which it is applied, as the
‘wall-nut,* from its ferving to the con-
firu&ion of wooden houfes, I could cite
amany other examples, but it is fufficient
fo obferve, that this poverty of language
.proves how much men’s attention has been
employed in objects of utility, and how
much at the fame time it has been cir-
‘cumfcribed by the only prevailing intereft,
.the defire of augmenting wealth, rather hy
dint of labour, than by induftry. But to re-
turn to my jay; I refolved to make a tro-
phy of it, in the manner of the favages, by
fcalping it of its fkin and feathers; and,

content

.. ¥ Here the Author is a little inaccurate refpc&mg
__the Englith langmgc, as the fame word wall-nut, is
“applied to the fanmte tree in Englith, and with no

“reference whatever “to any fuch ufe.
Y151 TrRANSLATOR,
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contént with my vi€ory, I piirfued‘my
journey, which foon brought me amidft
the fteepeft and moft difficult mountains
I had yet fcen. They ‘are covered with
woods as old as the creation, but which do
not differ from ours. Thefe hills, heaped
confufedly one upon another, oblige you
to be continually mounting and defcend-
ing, without your being able to diftinguifh,
in this wild region, the fummit, which
rifing above the reft, announces to you a
conclufion to your labours. This diforder
of Nature reminded me of the leflons of
him whom fhe has chofen for her confident
and interpreter. The vifion of Mr. de
Buffon appeared to me in thefe ancient
deferts, He feemed to be in his proper
element, and to point out to me, under a
flight cruft formed by the deftru&ion of
vegetables, the inequality of a globe of
glafs, which has cooled after a long fufion.
The waters, faid he, have done nothing
here ; look around you, you will not find
a fingle calcareous ftone; every thing is
quartz, granite, or flint. 1 made experi-
ments on the ftones with aquafortis, and

I could
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I could ot her c_qnpludm what has not
obtained fufnelqnt _credit in Europe, not
onlx that hc ggqalas W‘-” bu: that he is

nlwa)s m the nght.
thc I was medltatmg on thc great'

,,,,,

tabTe, 2 new_{pectacle, wcll calculated as
a contrait to thofc v&hxch 1 had bccn con-
templatmg, ﬁ):cd my attcnnan, and. ex-
éitcd my Lunoﬁty : this was thc work ofa
fnglc man, who in the fpacc of a year had
cut down feveral arpents of wood, and had
buxlt himfelf a-houfe in the middle of a
pretry cxtenﬁve territory he had already
cleared. 1 faw, for the firlt time, what I
have fince obferved a hundred times; for,
in fa&, whatever mountains I have climbed,
iﬁhﬁfi;vér forefts I have tfavéf(é'c'i,” whatever
byc paths I have fo]lo.\ ed, 1 have never
travelled three miles without meeting with
a new {cttlement, either beginning to take
form, or already in cultivation. The fol-
lowing. is the manner of proceeding in thefe
lmp,rovemcnts, or new fettlements. An; ¥
man w bo is able to procure 2 capital of five

or
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6¢ “fix handred “livres 8f’ our money, or
about twenty:five pounds ferling, and who'
has - ftréngth " and inclination’ to ~work,
may’go 'i‘n't_o the woods and ‘purchafeé a ﬂj'or-
tion'of ohe huhdred and ﬁf{-'t};orr-ﬁvi's?ﬁ‘ﬁnu
dred' acres of land, which- feldom coftshim
more than ‘a-dollar “or four fhillings and
fix-pence an’acre, a fimall part of Whit::H_
only he pays in ready money. - There he
condudls a cow, fome pigs, or ‘a fall fow,
and ‘two indifferent horfes” which’ do' not
coft him more ‘than four guineas each. " To
thefe precautions he adds that of having ‘a
provifion “of ‘flour and ‘cyder.. Provided
with this firft ¢apital, he begins by felling

all the finaller trees, and fome ftrong

branches of the large ones : thefe he makes
ufe of as fences to the firft field he withes
to clear; he next boldly attacks thofe im-
menfe oaks, or pines, which one would
take for the ancient ‘lords of the territory
he is ufurping; he firips them of their
bark, or Jays them open all round with his
axe. Thefe trees’ mortally wounded, are
the hext {pring robbed of their honors;
their leaves no longer fpring, their branches

fall,
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fall, and their trunk becomes a hideous
fkeleton. This trunk {till feems to brave
the efforts of the new colonift; but where
there are the fmalleft chinks or crevices, it
is. furrounded by fire, and the flames con-
fume what the iron was unable to deftroy.
But it is enough for the fmall trees to be
felled, and the great ones to lofe their fap.
This obje&t compleated, the ground is
cleared ; the air and the fun begin to o-
perate upon that earth which is wholly
formed of rotten vegetables, and teems
with the latent principles of production.
The grafs grows rapidly ; there is pafturage
for the cattle the very firft year; after
which they are left to increafe, or frefh
ones are brought, and they are employed
in tilling a piece of ground which yields
the enormous increafe of twenty or thirty
fold. The next year the fame courfe is
repeated ; when, at the end of two years,
the planter has wherewithal to fubfift, and
even to fend fome articles to market: at
the end of four or five years, he completes
the payment of his land, and finds himfelf

a comfortable planter. Then his dwelling
which
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which at firft was no better than a large
hut formed by 2 fquare of the trunks of
trees, placed one upon another, with the
intervals filled by mud, changes into a
handfome wooden houfe, where he con-
trives more convenient, and certainly much'
cleaner apartments than thofe in the greateft
part of our {fmall towns. This is the work
of three weeks or a month. His firft habi-
tation, that of eight and forty hours. 1
thall be afked, perhaps, how one man, or
one family can be fo quickly lodged? 1
anfwer, that in America a man is never
alone, never an ifolated being. The
neighbours, for theyare every where to be
found, make it a point of hofpitality to aid
the new farmer. A cafk of cyder drank in
common, and with gaiety, or a gallon of
rum, are the only recompence for thefe
{fervices. Such ure the means by which
North America, which one hundred years
© 2go was nothing but a vaft foreft, is peo-
pled with three millions of inhabitants;
and fuch is the immenfe, and certain be-
nefit of agriculture, that notwithftanding
the war, it not only maintains itfclf where-

cver
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ever-it- has been eftablithed, but it extends
to places which feems the lea(t favourable
to its introduction. I*Oul' year. ago one

I traverfed, without fc\.mg a ﬁngle hth
tation.

Harrington is the fir(t fown/bip 1 met with
on my road. = This place. is fixteen miles
from Farmington, and eight from Litch-
ficld. Four miles before we come to this
latt town, we pafs a wooden bridge over
the river of #aterbury; this river is pretty
large, but not navigable.  Litchficld, or
the Meeting-bonfe of Litchfield, is fituated
on alarge plain more elevated than the f{ur-
rounding heights ; about fifty houfes pretty
near each other, with a large {quare, or rather
area, in the middle, announces the progrefs
of this town, which is already the county
towns; for America is divided into diftricts,
called Counties, in fome Provinces, as in
England. It is in the capital of thefe
counties that the court of feflions is held,
where the Sheriff prefides, and where the
Chief Judges come every four months to
decide civil and criminal affairs. Half a

mile
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thile on this fide of Litchfield, I remarked,
on the right, a barrack, furrounded by
palifades, which appeared to me like a
guard-houfe 5 T approached it, and faw in
this: fmall inclofure ten pieces of brafs
cannon, -a mortar, and a {wivel. ‘This I
learnt was a part of Burgoyne’s artillety,
which fell to the fhare of the ftate of Cona-
neficut, and was kept in this place as the
moft conveniently fituated for the army;
and at the fame time the leaft expofed to
the incurfions of the Englith.

It was four o'clock, and the weather very
bad, when I came near the houfe of a Mr..
Seymour, to whom Mr. Lewis had given
me aletter, affuring me that I fhould find
better accomimodation than at the taverns
but Mr. Lyach, who had gone on alittle
before to make enquiries, informed me,
that Mr. Seymour was from home, and
that from all appearance his wife would
be much embarrafled to receive us, 'The
American women, in falt; are very little
accuftomed  to give ' themfielves trouble,
cither of mind or bodyj; the care of
their ebildren, that of” making tea, and

Voi. L E fecing
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fecing the houfe kept clean, conftitutes
the whole of their domeftic province, I
determined therefore to go {traight to the
tavern, where I was flill unlucky enough
not to find Mr Philips the landlord: fo
that I was received, at leaft, with indif-
ference, which often happens in the inns
in America, when they are not in much
frequented fituations : travellers are there
confidered as giving them more trouble
than money. The reafon of this is, that
the inn-keepers are all of them cultivators,
at their eafe, who do not ftand in need of
this flight profit: the greateft number of
thofe who follow this profeflion are even
compelled to it by the laws of the country,
which have wifely provided, that on all the
great roads there fhall be a public houfe
at the end of every fix miles, for the ac-
commodation of travellers.

A fill greater difficulty I had at Mrs.
Philips’s, was, to find room for nine horfes
I had with me. The Quarter-Mafter at
length made them place fome of them in
the ftable of a private perfon, and every
thing was arranged to my fatisfattion, and

that



NORTH-AMERICA, st

that of my hoftefs. 1 cannot help remark-
ing, that nothing can be more ufeful than
fuch an officer, as well for the fervice of
the ftate, as for that of any traveller of
diftin@ion. I have already fpoken of the
" fun&ions of the Quarter-Mafter-General,
but Idid not mention that he names a
DeputyQuarter-Mafter-Generalin each {tate,
and that the latter, in his turn, names an
afliftant in each diftri&t to a& in his roon.
My horfes and baggage were fcarcely under
cover, when a dreadful ftorm came on,
which however was in my favour, as it
brought home Mr. Philips: every thing
now aflumed a new face in the houfe, the
pantry flew open, the negroes redoubled
their altivity, and we foon faw a fupper
preparing with the moft favourable au-
fpices. Mr. Philips is an Irifhman, tran{-
lated to America, where hé has already
made a fortune ; he appears to be cunning
and adroit; and is cautious in talking to
ftrangers : in other refpets, he is more
gay than the Americans, and even given
to irony; a turn of mind but little known
in America, and for which they have no
E 2 fpecific
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{pecific name, any more than for the dif-
ferent fpecies of trees and birds. Mrs.
Philips, now feconded by her hufband,
and more miftrefs of her work, foon re-
fumed her natural ferenity. She is of Ame-
rican birth, and a true Yankee,” as her
hufband told us; her face is gentle and a-
greeable, and her manners correfpond en-
tirely with her features.

The

# This is a name given by way of derifion, and
even fimple pleafantry, to the inhabitants of the four

caftern ftates. It is thought to come from a favage
people who formerly occupied this country, and
dwelt between the Conneéticut river, and the {tate
of Maffachuffets. The name of Buck-/&in is given in
the fame manner to the inhabitants of Virginia,
becaufe their anceftors were hunters, and fold buck,
or rather deer fkins, for we fhall fee in the fecond
volume that there are no roebucks in Virginia, -
The Englith army ferving in America, and England
herfelf, will long have reafon to remember the con-
temptuous ufe they made of this term in the late
unhappy war, and the fevere retort they met with on
the occafion.—The Englifh army, at Bunker’s-Hill,
marched to the infulting tune of ¢ Yankee doodle,*
but from that period it became the air of triumpl,
the To Pcean of America. It was cuckoo 10 the
Britifh ear. TRANSLATOR.
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The 1gth I left Litchfield between nine
and ten in the morning, and purfued my
journey through the mountains, partly on
foot and partly on horfeback ; for having
got into the habit of travelling from morn-
ing ’till night without ftopping, I from
time to time took pity on my horfes, and
fpared them in thofe deferts which feemed
formed for the rocbuck rather than' for
carriages and laden horfes. The name of
the firft town I came to, proclaims it to be
of recent origin; it is called #afbington.
A new county being formed in the woods
of Conne&icut, the ftate has beftowed on
it this refpettable name, the memory of
‘which will indifputably exift much longer
than the town intended to perpetuate it,
There is another county of Wathington in
Virginia, belonging to the Protettor of
America; but its great diftance from
this new city prevents all poflible incon-
venience arifing from the identity of name.*
"This capital of a rifing county has aMeeting-
E 3 houfe,

# QOther ftates have likewife commemorated the
virtues of this great man in the fame manner.
TRANSLATOR,
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houfe, and feven or eight houfescollected ; it
is ina beautiful fituation, and the cultivation
appears rich and well managed ; a rivulet,
which runs at the bottom of the \':alley,
renders the meadows more fruitful than
they generally are in mountainous couns
tries.™ From hence to Litchfield, they

reckon,

# Two years after, the Author returned by this
place, where he had only feen a few houfes, and a
fingle inn. The number was almoft doubled, and
there were three very good and well accommodated
inns. He has remarked the fame progrefs through
almoft all the interior parts of the country, from the
bay of Chefapeak to Pifcataqua, that is, through a
fpace of fix hundred miles. This progrefs is owing,
in great meafure, even to the misfortynes of the war.
The Englith being mafters of the fea, made, or had
it in their power to make, what they called depre-
datory expeditions. Marks of thefe horrid expeditions
were every where to be met with in travelling within
fifty miles of the coafts orrivers. In one of them
it was agitated by the Generals Garth, Tyron, and
their officers, to burn the beautiful and popular
town of Newhaven in Conneéticut, with its handfome
college, &c. The latter General was for it, but hap-
pily, more liumane and wifer {pirits prevailed in the
council. But this term, too thameful to be adopted
into the vocabulary of war, denoted only a fmall
part of the ravages they actually committed ; mur-
der and conflagrations were perpetually the incidents
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reckon, feventeen miles: I had ten miles
to go to reach Moorboufe's tavern, where
1 intended {leeping, but not taking the
thorteft road, I travelled at leaft twelve,

and always among the mountains. ‘That
E 4 which

which occurred. Hence it happened that the citizens
who were the moft eafy in their circumflances, that
is to fay, thofe who, uniting commerce with agri-
culture, had their plantations near the coafts, or the
mouths of rivers, abandoned them for more tran-
quil habitations in the interior part of the country.
The little capital they tranfported with them was
employed in clearing out new fettlements, which
foon became profperous. On the other hand, com-
munications by fea becoming impracticable, it was
neceflary to make ufe of conveyances through the
country : the roads in confequence were made bet-
ter, and were more frequented; inns multiplied,
as well as the eftablifhment of all workmen ufeful
for travellers, fuch as wheelwrights, black{fmiths, &c.
So that, befides liberty and independence, the United
States will derive this advantage from the war, that
commerce and population will be greatly increafed,
and that lands, which had long remained barren,
have been fo fuccefsfully cultivated, as to prevent
them from being again abandoned.———Zk¢ Tranflator
had the opportunity of making the [ame remarks, not
only in @ journey from Virginia to New Hampfbire,
but in many of the intérior parts of the continent.

TRANSLATOR,
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which I took brought me to a pretty con-
fiderable hamlet, called New Milford-Bor-
dering Skirt, or the confines of Miiford
county, and from thence into fo deep and
wild a valley, that I thought myfelf com-
pleatly loft, until an opening in the wood
made me perceive, firft ameadow furround-
ed by fences, then a houfe, and foon after
another, and at length a charming valley,
with feveral confiderable farms, covered
with cattle. I foon croffed this {pot which
belongs to the county of Kent, as well as
the rivulet which flows through the middle
of it, and after travelling three miles far-
ther in the mountains, 1 reached the banks
of the Houfatonick, or the river of Strat-
ford. It is unneceflary to remark that the
firft is the genuine name, thatis, the name
given it by the favages, the ancient inhabi-
tants of the country. This river is not
navigable, and is eafily forded near Bu/l's
aron works. We then turn to the left and
pafs along its banks;- but if one is fenfible
to the beauties of Nature, if on feeing the
paintings of Pernet and Robert, one has
Jearnt to admire its models, it is impofi-

~ ble
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ble not to be loft in admiration at the view
of the charming landfcape, formed by the
combination of the forges, of the fall of
water which feems to work them, and of
the variegated profpect of trees and rocks,
with which this picturefque fcene is em=
bellithed. At the diftance of a mile we a-
gain pafs the fame river on a wooden bridge;
we foon meet with another called Ten-mzle
river, which falls into this, and which we
follow for two or three miles, and then
come in fight of {everal handfome houfes,
forming a part of the diftri¢t called T4e
Oblong. 1t is a long narrow flip of land,
ceded by Conneéticut to the ftate of New
York, in exchange for fome other territory.
The inn 1 was going to is in The Oblong,
but two miles farther on. It is kept by
Colenel Moorboufe; for nothing is more
common in America than to fee an inn-
keeper a Colonel: they are in general militia
Colonels, chofen by the militia themfelves,
who feldom fail to entruft the command to
the moft eftecemed, and moft creditable
gitizens™,

I prefled

* At Leefburgh in Virginia, in my way to vifit
(General Gates, 1 flaid three days at the houfe of
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I prefled forward my horfes, and hurried
on to get the flart of a traveller on horfe-
back, who had joined me on the road, and
who would have had the fame right with
myfelf to the lodgings, had we arrived to-
gether. I had the {atisfaction, however, to
fee him purfue his journey; but foon learnt,
with concern, that the little inn where I .
propofed to pafs that night, was occupied by
thirteen farmers, and two hundred and fifty
oxen coming from New Hampthire. The
oxen were the leaft inconvenient part of the
company, as they were left to graze in a
meadow hard by, without even a dog to
guard them; but the farmers, their horfes,
and dogs, were in poffeflion of the inn.
They were conveying to the army a part of
the contingent of provifions furnithed by
New Hampfhire. This contingent is a fort
of tax divided amongft all the inhabitants,
on fome of whom the impofition amounts

to

an Englithman, a native of Briftol, 2 man of five
foot high, who united, in his own perfon, the offices
of Colonel, Fuftice of the Peace, Parifb=Clerk, and
Iukecper, nor was he deficient in any of thefe
funlions. TRANSLATOR,
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to one hundred and fifty, on others to one
hundred, or eighty pounds of meat, accord-
ing to their abilities; fo that they agree
amongft themfelves to furnith a larger, or
fmaller fized ox, no matter which, as each
animal is weighed. Their conveyance to
the army is then entrufted to {fome farmers,
and drovers. The farmers are allowed
about adollar a day, and their expences, as
well as thofe of the cattle, are paid them on
their return, according to the receipts they
are obliged to produce from the inn-keepers
where they have halted. The ufual price is
from three-pence to five-pence Englith per
night for each ox, and in proportion at
noon. .

I informed myfelf of thefe particulars
whilft my people were endeavouring to
find me lodgings ; but all the rooms, and
all the beds were occupied by thefe farmers,
and [ was in the greateft diftrefs, when a
tall, fat man, the principal perfon amongft
them, being informed who I was, came to
me, and affured me, that neither he, nor
his companions would ever {uffer a French
General Officer to want a bed, and that they

: would
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would rather fleep on the floor ; adding,
that they were accuftomed to it, and that it
would be attended with no inconvenience.
In reply, I told them T was a military man,
and as’ much accuftomed as themfelves to
make the earth my bed. - We had long de-
bates on this point of polizeffé ; theirs was
ruftic, but more cordial and affe@ing than
the beft turned compliments. The refult
was, that I had a two-bedded room for my-
felf and my Aides de Camp. But our ac-
quaintance did not terminate there : after
parting from each other, I to take fome re=
pofe, they to continue drinking their grog
and cyder, they came into my room. I was
then employed in tracing my route by the
map of the country ; this map excited their
curiofity, ‘They faw there with furprize
and fatisfaction the places they had paffed
through. They afked me if they were
known in Europe, and if it was there I
had bought my maps. Onmy afluring them
that we knew America as well as the
countries adjoining to us, they feemed
much pleafed ; but their joy was without
bounds, when they faw New Hampfhire,
- - : their
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their country, on the map.. They called
their companions who were in the next:
room ; and mine was foon filled with the
ftrongeft and moft robuft men I had hi-
therto feen in America. On my appearing
ftruck with their fize and {tature, they told
me that the inhabitants of New Hampthire
were ftrong and vigorous, for which there
were many reafons ; that the air was excel-
lent, their fole occupation was agriculture,
and above all that their blood was unmix-
ed: this country being inhabited by anci-
ent families who had emigrated from Eng-
land, We parted good friends, touching,
or rather fhaking hands in the Englith
fathion, and they aflured me that they were

very happy to have an opportunity, 70 fbake
bands with a French General *.

The

# The Tranflater, who as a difinterefted, and de=
termined friend to the rights of mankind, and to the
principles of the Englith Conftitution, could not
but wifh fuccefs to America in her glorious ftruggle ;
as a native of England had many fimilar occafions
for interefting refleftions on the viciffitude of hn=
man affairs, and of the wickednefs of thofe who too
frequently dire& them. But.in no inftance was this
more firiking than in Virginia, where he faw the
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The horfe which carried my portmaris
teau, not travelling fo faft as me, did not
come

French army encamped on the very fpot, from
whence Braddack et out on his unfortunate expedi-
tion againft the French, five and twenty years before.
The traces of his encampment were ftill evident. In
this expedition he was not only well feconded by the
Provincials, but had their advice been followed, his
fuccefs would have been very different. It is worth
obferving too, thatno lefs than four of the moft dif-
tinguifhed of the American Generals, were with him
on the expedition. General Wafhington was his
Aide de Camp, and after diffuading him as much as
poffible from forming his army in the European
manner, (the miftake which proved fatal to him)
received him when mortally wounded in his arms ;
General Lee, was in a detached party from the main
body of the army ; General Gates ferved in the army,
and General Stephens was fhot through the body in the
engagement: Lee anid Gates were Englithmen, and
Stephens a Scotchman ; all the four were now be-
come inhabitants of Virginia. On the-anniverfary
of that unfortunate day, the Tranflator dined in
the back part of the country at General Gates’s,
with General Stephens, from whom he had many
curious particulars ; nor was the wonderful revolution
in the affairs and minds of men, the fubje of lefs
anxious difcuffion with them, than with the Tran{.
lator. At the time he is fpeaking of ; indeed, during
their whole ftay, nothing could be more cordial and
fincere than the kind reception given to the French
by the Virginians. TRANSLATOR.
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come up till the next morning, fo thatit
was ten o’clock on the zoth of December,
before I could fet out. Three miles from
Moorhoufe’s is a very high hill; we then
defcend, but not quite fo much as we af-
cended ; the road here is over elevated
ground, leaving large mountains on the left.
The country is well cultivated; affording the
profpeét of feveral pretty farms, with fome
mills ; and notwithftanding the war, Hopel
townthip is building, inhabited chiefly by
Dutch people, as well as the greateft part of
the ftate of New York, which formerly be-
longed to the republic of Holland, who
exchanged it for Surinam. My intention
was to fleep five miles on this fide of Fith-
kill, at Colonel Griffin’s tavern. I found
him cutting and preparing wood for fences :
he affured me his houfe was full, which was
ealy to be believed, for it was very {mall.
I continued my journey therefore, and
reached Fifh-kill about four o’clock. This
town, in which there are not more than fifty
houfes in the fpace of two miles, has been
long the principal depot of the American
army. It is there they have placed their ma-
gazines, their hofpitals, their workthops, &c.

but
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but all thefe form a town of themfelves,
compofed of handfome large barracks, built
in the wood at the foot of the mountains 4
for the Americans, like the Romans in
many refpeéts, have hardly any other winter
quarters, than wooden towns, or barricaded
camps, which may be compared to the
hiemalia of the Romans.

As for the pofition of Fifh- kl]], that it
was a poft of great importance is evident
from the campaign of 1777. It is clear
that the plan of the Englith was to render
themfelves mafters of the whole courfe of
the North River, and thus to feparate the
Eaftern and Weftern States. It was ne-
ceffary therefore to fecure a poft on that
river ; Weft Point was made choice of as
the moft important to fortify, and Fifh-
kill asthe place the beft adapted tothe eftab-
lithment of the principal depot of provifions,
ammunition, &c. thefe two pofitions are
conne&ed together. T thall foon fpeak of
Weft Point, but I fhall remark here, that
Fifh-kill has all the qualities neceflary for a
‘place of depot, for it is fituated on the high
road from Conne&icut, and near the North
River, and is proteted at the fame time by

a chain
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a chain of inacceflible mountains, which
occupy a fpace of more than twenty miles
‘between the Groten river and that of Fith-
kill.

The approach of winter quarters, and
the movement of the troops occafioned by
this circumftance, made lodgings very
fcarce : it was with difficulty I found any,
but I got at laft into a middling inn, next
by an old Mrs. Egremont. The houfe was
not fo clean as they ufually are in Ame-
rica ; but the moft difagreeable circumftance
was the want of feveral panes of glafs. In
fa&, of all repairs, that of windows is the
moft difficult, in a country where, from the
fcattered fituation and diftance of the houfes
from each other, it is fometimes neceflary
to fend twenty miles for a glazier. We
made ufe of every thing that came to hand
to patch up the windows in the beft way
we could, and we made an excellent fire.
Soon after, the Doctor of the hofpital, who
had feen me pafs, and knew me to bea
French General-Officer, came with great
politenefs to fee if I wanted any thing, and
to offer me every fervice in his power. I

Yor. 1. ' F make
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make ufe of the Englith word Dossr, be-
caufe the diftin€tion of Surgeon and Phyfi-
cian is as little known in the army of Wafh-
ington, as in in that of Agamemnon. We
read in Homer, that the Phyfician Macaon
himfelf drefled the wounds ; but our Phy-
ficians, who are no Greeks, will not follow
that example. The Americans conform to
the ancient cuftom, and it anfwers very
well ; they are well pleafed with their Doc-
tors, whom they hold in the higheft confi-
deration. Do&or Craig, whom I knew at
Newport, is the intimate friend of General
Wathington ; and the Marquis de la Fayette
had very lately an Aide de Camp, Colo-
nel Mac-Henry, who the year before per-
formed the funéions of Doftor in the (ame
army *.

The

* My old friend Rumney, whom I had the hap-
pinefs to meet with after an abfence of twenty years,
during which time he has been fettled at Alexandria
in Virginia, (whofe refpe@able father has been
forty years mafter of the Latin fchool at Alnwick
in Northumberland, and his uncle Clergyman of
Berwick,) had ferved more than one campaign as
Colonel, Do&or, and Surgeon in the army ; he is
held in the higheft efteem, and ison terms of the
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The 21ft, at nine in the morning, the
Quarter-Mafter of Fith-kill, who had come
the night before with the utmoft politenefs
to offer me his fervices, and to place two
centinels at the door, an honour I refufed
in fpight of every thing he could fay, cal-
led upon me; and after drinking tea ac-
cording to cuftoem, he condutted me to fee
the barracks, the magazines, and work-
houfes of the different workmen employed
in the fervice of the army. Thefe barracks
are wooden houfes, well built, and well
covered, having garrets, and even cellars,

¥ 2 fo

greateft friendfhip with General Wafthiugton, at
whofe houfe I fpent fome days with him. ~ But itis
impofiible to conceive the eftimation in which ali
the medical men, attached to the army, were held
during the war, by the people in general, as well as
the .military. I travelled from Philadelphia to the
American camp on the North river, with Mr.
Craigie of that departmerit, a moft refpectable young
man, and was witnefs to the grateful acknowledg-
ments his countrymen feemed every where to be-
ftow on him, for the fervice he was rendering their
fuffering fellow citizens, nor indeed could any thing
exceed the zeal, perfeverance, and attention of this

departmcnt under the moft difcouraging circum-
ftances, TRANSLATOR.
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fo that we fhould form a falfe idea, were
we judge of them by what we fee in our
armies, when our troops are barraqués.
The Americans fometimes make them like
ours, but this is merely to cover the foldiers
when they are more within reach of the
.enemy. They call thefe Aufs, and they
are very expert in conftru&ing one and the
other. They require only three days to
build the former, reckoning from the mo-
ment they begin to cut down the trees;
the others are finithed in four and twenty
hours. They confift of little walls made
of ftones heaped up, the intervals of which
are filled with earth kneaded with water,
or fimply with mud; a few planks form
the roof, but what renders them very warm
is that the chimney occupies the outerfide,
and that you can only enter by a {mall
door, at the fide of the chimney. The
army has pafled whole winters under fuch
‘huts, without fuffering, and without fick-
nefs. As for the barracks, or rather the
little military town of Fifh-kill, fuch am-
ple provifion is made for every thing which
the fervice and difcipline of the army may

require,
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require, that a prévoté and a prifon are
built there, furrounded by pallifades. One
gate only affords accefs to the inclofure of
the prévoté; and before it is placed a guard-
houfe. Through the window-bars of the
prifon, I diftinguithed fome prifoners, with
the Englith uniform; they were about
thirty foldiers, or regimented Torses. Thefe
wretches had accompanied the favages in
the incurfion they had made by LLakeOntario
and the Mohawk river. They had burnt

upwards of two hundred houfes, killed the
horfes and cows, and deftroyed above one
hundred thoufand buthels of corn. The
gallows fhould have been the reward of
thefe exploits, but the enemy having allo
made fome prifoners, reprifals were dread-
ed, and thefe robbers were only confined
in rigorous and clofe imprifonment.

After pafling {fome time in vifiting thefe
different fettlements, I got on horfeback,
and under the condué of a guard which
the Quarter-Mafter gave me, I entered the
wood and followed the road to Weft Point,
where I withed to arrive for dinner. Four
or five miles from Fifh-kill, I faw fome

F 3 felled
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felled trees, and an opening in the wood,
which on coming nearer I difcovered to be
a camp, or rather huts inhabited by fome
hundred invalid foldiers. Thefe invalids
were all in very good health; but it is
neceffary to obferve, that in the American
armies, every foldier is called an invalid,
who is unfit for fervice: now thefe had
been fent here becaufe their cloaths where
truly invalids. Thefe honeft fellows, for
I will not fay creatures, (they know too well
how to fuffer, and are fuffering in too no-
ble a caufe) were not covered, even with
rags ; but their fteady countenances, and
their arms in good order, feemed to fup-
ply the defet of cloaths, and to difplay
nothing but their courage and their pa-
tience. *Near this camp I met with Major
Limar Aid de Camp to General Heath, with
whom I was particularly intimate at New=
port, and Mr. de Ville Franche, a French
officer, ferving as an Engineer at Weft-
Point. General Heath had been informed
of my arrival by an exprefs, fent without
my knowledge, by the Quarter-Mafter of
Fith-kill, and he had difpatched thefe two
: officers
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officers to meet me. I continued my jour~
ney in the woods, in aroad hemmed in
on both fides by very fteep hills, which
feemed admirably adapted for the dwelling
of bears, and where in fact they often make
their appearance in winter. We availed
ourfelves at length of a lefs difficult part of
thefe mountains to turn to the Weftward
and approach the river, but which is {ftil
invifible. Dcfecnding' them flowly, at the
turning of the road, my eyes were ftruck
with the moft magnificent picture I had
ever beheld. It was a view of the North-
river, running in a deep channel formed by
the mountains, through which in former
ages it had forced its paflage. The fort of
Weft-Point and the formidable batteries
which defend it fix the attenton on the
Weftern bank, but on lifting your eyes
you behold on every fide lofty fummits,
thick fet with redoubts, and batteries. I
leaped off my horfe, and viewed them a
long time with my fpying glafs, the only
method of acquiring a knowledge of the
whole of the fortifications with which this
important poft is furrounded. Two lofty

g heights,
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heights, on each of which a large redoubt
is conftru&ted, proteét the Eaftern bank.
Thefe two‘works have no other name thanp
the Northern, and the Southern Redoubts "
but from the fort of Weft-Point properly
fo called, which is on the edge of the
river, to the very top of the mountain at
the foot of which it. ftands, are fix different
forts, all in the form of an amphitheatre,
and protecting cach other, They com-
pelled me to leave this place, where I thould
willingly have fpent the whole day, but I
had not travelled: a mile before I faw the
reafon of their hurrying me. I perceived a
corps of infantry of about two thoufand
five hundred men, ranged in a line of bat-
tle on the bank of the river.  They had juft
pafled it to proceed by Kingséridge, and
cover a grand foraging party which it was
propofed to fend towards the White-Plains,
and to the gates of New York. General
. Stark, who beat the Englith at Benuington,
had the command of thefe troops, and
General Heath was at their head ; he was
defirous of letting me fee them before they
marcheds - 1 paffed before the ranks, being

faluted
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faluted with the efpontoon by all the
officers, and the drums beating a march,
an honour paid in America to Major~Gene-
rals, who are the firft in rank, though 1t
only correfponds with our Marechalde Camp.
The troops were ill cloathed, but made a
good appearance; as for the officers they
were every thing that could be withed, as
well for their countenance, as for their
manner of marching, and giving the com-
mand. After paffing the front of the line,
they broke it, filed off before me, and con-
tinued their route. General Heath con-
ducted me to the river, where his barge
was waiting to carry me to the other fide.
A new {cene now opend to my view, not
tefs fublime than the former. We de-
fcended with our faces towards the north :
cn that {ide is an ifland covered with rocks,
which feem to clofe the channel of the
river, but you foon perceive, through a fort
of embrafure formed by its bed in feparat-
ing immenf{e mountains, that it comes ob=
liquely from the weftward, and that it has
made a fudden turn round Weft-Point to
open itfelf a paffage, and to endeavour to

gain
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gain the fea, without making hereafter the
fmalleft bend. = The eye carrying itfelf to-
wards the North-Bay and Conflitution Ifland,
(theifle I have been {peaking of) again per-
ceives the river, diftinguithes New Windfor
on its left bank, and is then attracted by
different amphitheatres formed by the Apa-
lachian. Mountains, the neareft {fummits of
which, that terminate the {cene, are diftant
upwards of thirty miles. We cmbarked in
the barge, and pafled the river, which is
about a mile wide. = As we approached the
oppofite fhore, the fort of Weft-Point,
which, feen from the eaftern bank, feemed
humbly fituated at the foot of the moun-
tains, elevated itfelf to our view, and ap-
peared like the fummit of a fteep rock;
this rock however was only the bank of
the river.. Had I not remarked that the
chinks on it, in {everal places, were embra-
fures for cannon, and formidable batteries,
I thould foon have been apprifed of it by
thirteen 24-pounders, which were fired
fuccefiively. This was a military falute,
with which General Heath was pleafed to
honour me in the name of the Thirteen

‘ States,
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States. Never was honour more command-
ing, nor more majeftic ; every gun, was,
after a long interval, echoed back from
the Oppéﬁte bank, with a noife nearly equal
to that of the difcharge itfelf. When we
recolle@ that two years ago Weft-Point
was a defert, almoft inacceflible, that this
defert has been covered with fortrefles and
artillery, by a people, who fix years before
had fcarcely evet"fe\::n' cannon; when we
refle@ that the fate of the United States de-
pended in great meafure on this important
poft; and that a horfe dealer , transformed
into a General, or rather become a hero,
always intrepid, always victorious, but al-
ways purchaling victory at the price of his
blood; that this extraordinary man, at
once the honour, and the opprobrium of
his country, attually fold, and expected to
deliver this Palladium of American liberty
to the Englith; when fo many extraordi-
nary circumitances are brought together in
the phyfical and moral order of things, it
may eafily be imagined that I had fufficient

exercife for reflettion, and that I did not
tire on the road.

* Benedi& Arnold. TRANSLATOR.
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On landing, or rather on climbing the
rocks on the banks of the river, we were
received by Colonel Lamb, and - Major
Bowman, both officers of artilléry ; by
Major Fith, a handfome young man, witty
and well formed ; and Major Franks, for-
merly Aid de Camp to Arnold. The latter
had been tried and honourably acquitted
by a council of war, demanded by himfelf
after the efcape and treafon of his General.
He f{peaks good French, as well as Colonel
Lamb, which they both learnt in Canada,
where they were fettled.® 'The latter re-
ceived a mufquet fhot in his jaw at the
attack of Quebec, fighting by the fide of
A:nold and having early penetrated into
the upper town, Prefled by dinner time
we went immediately to General Heath’s
barrack. The fort, which was begun on
much too extenfive a plan, has been fince
curtailed by Mr. du Portail, fo that this
barrack is no longer within its precinés,
Around it are fome magazines, and farther
to the north-weft, barracks for three or

four

* Mr. Iranks is the fon of a Canadian Jew.
TRANSLATOR,
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four battalions ; they are built of wood,
and fimilar to thofe of Fith-kill. Whilft
dinner was preparing, General Heath took
me inte a little clofet, which ferved him
as a bedchamber, and thewed me the in-
firu@ions he had given General Stark for
the grand foraging party he commanded.
This expedition required a movement of
troops in a fpace of more than fifty miles;
and I can affirm, that they were as well
conceived as any inftructions of that kind
1 have ever feen, either in print, or manu-
fcript. He fhewed me alfo a letter in
which General Wathington only ordered
him to fend this detachment, and pointed
out its object, without communicating to
him, however, another operation connec-
ted with it, which was to take place on
the right bank of the North-River. From
various intelligence, by indire& ways,
General Heath was perfuaded, that in cafe
the enemy colletted his force to interrupt
the forage, Mr. de la Fayette would attack
Staten Ifland, and he was not deceived ; but
Mr. Wathington contented himfelf with
announcing generally fome movements on

his
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his fide, adding, that he waited for a more
fafe method of communicating the nature
of them to General Heath.. Secrecy is
ftritly obferved in the American\army;
very few perfons are in the confidence of
the Commander, and in general there is
lefs faid of the operations of war, of what

we call news, than in the French army.
General Heath is fo well known in our
little army, that I fhould difpenfe with
entering into particulars refpecting him,
if this Journal, in which I endeavour to
recolle&t what little I have feen in this
country, were not deftined at the fame
time to fatisfy the curiofity of others who
have not croffed the fea, and to whofe a-
mufement I am defirous of contributing.
This General was one of the firlt who toolt
up arms, at the blockade of Bofton, and
having at firft joined the army in the quali-
ty of Colonel, he was immediately raifed to
the rank of Major-General. He was at
that time a fubftantial farmer or rich gen-
tleman ; for we muft not lofe fight of the
diftin&ion, that in America, farmer means
cultivator, in oppofition to merchant, which
every



NORTH-AMERICA 79

every man is called who is employed in
commerce. Here, as in England, by gent/e-
“man, is underftood a perfon pofiefling a con-
fiderable freebold, or land of his own. Gene-
ral Heath, then, was a farmer or gentleman,
and reared, on his eftate, a great num-
ber of cattle, which he fold for fhips pro-
vifions. But his natural tafte led him to
the ftudy of war; to which he has prmc:-
pally applied- himfelf fince the period in
which his duty has concurred with his in-
clination ; he has read our beft authors on
tattics, and efpecially the Tactics of Mr.
Guibert, which he holds in particular efti-
mation. His fortune enabling him to con-
tinue in the fervice, notwithftanding the
want of pay, which has compelled the lefs
rich to quit it, he has ferved the whole
war ; but accident has prevented him from
being prefent on the moft important oc-
caftons. His countenance is noble and
open ; and his bald head, as well as his
corpulence, give him a friking refem-
blance to the late Lord Granby. He writes
welland with eafe ; has great fenfibility of
mind, and a frank and amiable charaéter ;

in
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~in fhort, if he has not been in the way of
difplaying his talents in action, it may be
at leaft afferted, that he is well adapted to
the bufinefs of the cabinet. His eftate i3
near Bofton, and he commanded there

when Burgoyne’s army were brought pri-
foners thither. It was he who put the

Englifh General Philips in arreft, * for want
of
* It may now be mentioned, without any in.
vidious imputation, that the conduét of too many
of the Britith officers, when prifoners in America;
was as injurtous to the honour and intereft of their
country, as deftitute of good fenfe and common
policy; of this the Tranflator faw many examples
which made him blufh for England. At Lancafter
in Pennfylvamia, in particular, he was prefent at
a court of enquiry, inftituted into the cordut of
fome Britifh officers who had broken their parole
more than once, and infulted and beat the inhabi-
tants of the country; nothing could be clearer or
more decifive than the evidence, nor more polite
and indulgent than the behaviour of the American
officers who conflituted the court, yet were they
openly infulted and contemptuoudly treated by thefe
magnanimous gentleman officers. Their names are
with-held by the Tranflator, on account of their
families ; they were a part of the army taken at
York-Town, with Cornwallis. Captain Grenville of
the Guards, and others who condufed themfelves
really like genlemen, can fay how well they wers
treatcd. TRANSLATOR.
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of refpe to the Congrefs; his conduct
on this occafion was firm and noble. On
our arrival at Rhode Ifland, he was fent
there; and foon after, when Clinton was
preparing to attack us, he affembled and
commanded the militia, who came to our
affitance. During his flay at Newport,
he lived honourably, and in great friend-
thip with all the French officers. In the
month of September, General Wathington,
on difcovering the treafon of Arnold, fent
for him, and gave him the command of
Weft-Point ; a mark of confidence the more
honourable, as none but the honefteft of

men was proper to fucceed, in this com-
mand, the bafeft of all traitors.

After giving this advantageous but juft
idea of General Heath, I cannot but con-

gratulate myfelf on the friendthip, and
thorough good underftanding which fub-
fifted between us during his ftay at New-
port, where my knowledge of the Englith
language rendered me the medium in all
affairs we had to tranfa® with him. It
was with real fatisfaction he received me at -
Weft-Point; he gave me aplain but very

Vor. I. G good
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good dinner. It is true there was not «
drop of wine; but Ifind that with ex-
cellent cyder, and 7oddy, one may very well
difpenfe with it. As foon as we rofe from
table, we hurried to avail ourfelves of the
remaining daylight to examine the fortifi-
cations. The firft fort we met with above
Weft-Point, on the declivity of the moun-
tain, is called For¢-Putnam, from the Ge-
neral of that name. It is placed on a rock
very fteep on ‘every fide; the ramparts were
at firft conftru&ted with trunks of trees;
they are rebuilt with flone, and are not
quite finithed. There is a powder maga-
zine bomb-proof, a large ciftern, and
fouterrains for the garrifon. Above this
fort, and when we reach the loftieft {fum-
mit, there are three flrong redoubts lined
with cannon, at three different eminences,
each of which would require a formal fiege.
The day being necarly {pent, 1 contented
myfelf with judging by the eye of the very
intelligent manner in which they are cal-
culated for mutual prote&ion. Fort Walljs,
‘whither General Heath conducted me, wag
nearer and more acceflible.  Though it be

: ; « « placed
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placed lower than fort Putnam, it ftill com-
mands the river to the fouth. = Itis a large
pentagonal redoubt, built of huge trunks
of trees; it is picketed, and lined with
artillery. Under the fire of this redoubt,
and lower down, is a battery of cannon, to
range more obliquely the courfe of the
river. This battery is not clofed at the
gorge, fo that the enemy may take, but
can never keep it; which leads me to re-
mark that this is the beft method in all
field fortifications.  Batteries placed in
works, have two inconveniences: the firft
is, that if thefe works be ever fo little
clevated, they do not graze fufficiently;
and the fecond, that the enemy may at once
attack the redoubt and the battery: whereas
the latter being exterior and proteéted by
the redoubt, muft be firft attacked ; in
which cafe it is fupported by troops who
have nothing to fear for themfelves, and
whofe fire is commonly better directed, and
does more execution. - A battery yet lower,
and nearer to the river, compleats the
fecurity. of the fouthern part. .

' & N In
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In returning to Weft-Point, we faw a
redoubt that is fuffered to go to rvin, as
bcing ufelefs, which in faé& it is, It was
night when we got home, but what I had
to obferve did not require daylight. It is
a vaft fouterrain, formed within the fort of
Weft-Point, where not only the powder
and ammunition neceffary for this poft are
kept in referve, but the depofit of the
whole army. Thefe magazines compleatly
filled, the numerous artillery one fees in
thefe different fortrefles, the prodigious
labour neceffary to tranfport, and pile up
on fteep rocks, huge trunks of trees, and
enormous hewn ftones, imprefs the mind
with an idea of the Americans very different
from that which the Englith miniftry have
laboured to give to Parliament. A French-
man would be furprized that a nation, juft
rifing into notice, fhould have expended
in two years upwards of twelve millions
(half a million fterling) in this defert. He
would be ftill more fo on learning thag
‘thefe fortifications coff nothing to the flate,
being built by the foldiers, who received not

the



NORTH-AMERICA. 83

the finallef gratification, and who did not
even recesve their flated pay; * but he would
doubtlefs feel fome fatisfattion, in hearing

G 3 that

* The zeal, perfeverance, and, I may fay, bonour,
which fhone forth in the American army, in the
moft arduous and extraordinary circumftances, al-
moft furpafs credibility. They were in general moft
wretchedly cloathed, feldom received any pay, were
frequently in want of every thing, from the public
fcarcity of money, and the confequent indifference
of the contra&ors, and had daily temptations thrown
out to them of the moft alluring nature. This army
was compofed of all nations, yet they feemed to be
pervaded but by one {pirit, and fought, and afted
with as much enthufiaftic ardor, as the moft ene
lightened and determined of their leaders.. We all
remember, when their intolerable diftrefles drove
part of them to revolt in 1780, when Cliaton fent
emiflaries among them, with the moft advantageous
offers, and made a movement of his army to favour
their defertion, that they difdainfully refufed his
offers, appealing to their honour, and delivered up,
with indignation, the Britith emiffaries, who were
executed at Trentin. Mr. Hugh Shield, and M.
Febn Maxwell Nefbert, two Irith gentlemen fettled
a tPhiladelphia, who were entrufted with the care
of them, informed the Tranflator, that one of them
was an officer of fome note in the Britith army,
On the morning of their execution, this gentleman
defired Mr. Shield to accompany him to the necef-
fary, wherein he flaid fome time, apparently with
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that thefe beautiful and well contrived
works, were planned and executed by two
French Engineers, Mr. du Portail, and My
du Gouvion, who received no more pay than

their workmen.

But in this wild and warlike abode,
where one feems tranfported to the bottom
of Thrace and the dominions of the god
Mars, we found, on our return in the even-
ing, fome pretty women, and an excellent
dith of tea. Mrs. Boman, wife of the

Major of that name, and a young fifter
‘ who

the hopes of cffe@ing his efcape, but this failing, he
addrefled that gentleman as follows. ¢ I fee, Sir,
« that you are faithful to the truft repofed in you,
¢ and that my die is caft; but as you are agentle.
¢ man, I hope you will not fail to let General
¢¢ Clinton know, that my fidelityis unthaken, that
¢ ] die a loyal fubje& to George the Third, and that
¢« T hope he will not forget my family.” He then
made a hearty breakfaft of cold beef, and was exe-
cuted with his companion on a tree near the river
Dclawarc, full of courage, and making the fame de-
cIarat;ons To account for the fubordinate fituation
in which Meflrs. Nefbitt and Shield appear to have
alted {m ihjs accafion, it is neceflary to obferve,
that on all emergencies the merchants of Philadelphia
flew to arms and afted as common foldiers,
TrANsLATOR,
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who had accompanied her to Weft-Point,
were waiting for us. They lodged in a
little barrack neatly arranged. ‘The room
they received us in, was hung with hand-
fome paper, furnifhed with mahogany ta-
bles, and even ornamented with . feveral
prints.  After ftaying a little time, it was
neceflary to return to General Heath’s quar-
ters, and to difpofe matters for pafling the
night, which was not an eafy affair; for
the company were much increafed in . the
courfe of the evening, by the arrival of the
Vicomte de Noailles, the Comte de Damas,
and the Chevalier Dupleflis. --Mauduit had
reached Weft-Point, which poft they had
intended to examine minutely; but the
motions of the American army determined
them to fet out with me, in order to join
Mr. de la Fayette, the next,evening, or
carly the following morning. Though
General Heath had a great deal of company
to provide for, his Marechal de Logis, had
not much to do: there were only three
rooms in the barracks; the General’s
chamber, that of his Aid de Camp, who
refigned it to me; and the dining-room,

G 4 n
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in which fome blankets were fpread before
a large fire, where the other gentlemen
pafled as comfortable a night as could be
expected. The morning gun foon fume
moned them from their beds ; the blankets
were removed, and the dining-room, re-
fuming its rights, was quickly - furnifhed
with a large table covered with beef-
fteaks, which we eat with a very good “ap-
petite, fwilling down from time to time a
cup of tea. Europeans would not find this
food and drink, taken together, to their
tafte; but I can affure you that it made a
very comfortable breakfaft. There now
fell a very heavy rain, which had begun in
the night, and flill continued, witha dread-
ful wind, which rendered the paflage of
the ferry very dangerous for our horfes,
and prevented us from making ufe of the
fail, in the barge General Heath had given
ws, to carry us to King’s-Ferry. In {pight
of all thefe obftacles we embarked under
the ‘firing of thirteen guns, notwithftand-
ing our reprefentations ta the contrary,
Another circumftance, however, gave ad-
«itional value to thefe honours, for the

* Pieces
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pieces they: diftharged had ‘belonged o
Burgoyne’s -army.  Thus.did the artillery
fent from Woolwich ;to Canada in 1797
now ferve to defend America, and .do ;ho-
mage to her allics, until it was to be em-~
ployed iu the fiege of New York,

General Heath, who was detained by
bufinefs at Weft-Point, fent Major Liman
to. accompany.me to Ferplan¥’s-Point, where
we did not arrive till between twelve and
one, after a continued journey amidft the
immenfe hills which «cover :this -conntry,
and leave no other interval than the beid
of the river. The higheft of them is . called
Anthony's Nofe, it projets into the river,
and compels it to make a little change iin
its courfe. Before we arrive at this point,
we fee the ruins of fort Clinton : this fort,
which was named after the Governor of the
ftates of New York, wasattacked and taken
in 1779 by the Englith General Clinton,
as he was remounting ‘the river to Albany
to grve bis band to Burgoyne.® It was then

the

* A poor fellow who was fent with a letter from

Burgoyne to Clinton inclofed in a filver bullet,
mifcarricd in his meflage, and loft his life by the
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the principal fort on the river, and built
on ‘a rock, at the foot of ‘a mountain,
thought to be inacceffible, and was farther
defended by alittle creek which- falls into
the main river. . Sir Henry Clinton fcaled
the top of the mountain, himfelf carrying
the Britith colours, which he always held
aloft, until his troops defcended the fteep
rock, pafled the creek, and carried the
poft. - The garrifon, ‘confifting of 700 men,
were almoft all taken. Since the defeat of
Burgoyne, and the alliance with France
has changed the face of affairs in America,
General Wathington has not thought pro-
per to repair fort- Clinton; he preferred
placing his communication and concentring
his forces at Weft-Point, becaufe the Hug-

Jon

famenefs of names of the American and Britifh
commanders. Falling in, in the woods, with a
party of Americans cloathed in Britith uniform,
which they had taken, he enquired eagetly for
General Clinton, to whom he was inftantly condudted,
but on difcovering that it was not ¢he Clinton he wis
in fearch of, in the face of anumber of fpedtators,
he fwallowed the bullet. Emetics and purgatives
were inftantly adminiftered, which made him djf-
gorge, and the unfortunate fellow was hanged an
the next trece, TRANSLATOR.
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Jon there makes. a-circuit which prevents
veflels from remounting with the wind a-
baft, or with the tide; and Conftitution
Ifle, which is precifely at the turn of the
river, in a direCtion north and fouth, is
perfe&ly well fituated to proteét the chain

which clofes the paffage for fhips of war.
The Englifh, however, had preferved a
very important poft at King’s Ferry, where
they were fufficiently well fortified ; fothat
by the aid of their thips, they were mafters
of the courfe of the river for the fpace of
more than fifty miles, and were thus ablec
to repel to the northward the very impor-
tant communication between the Jerfeys
and Conne&icut. Such was the ftate of
things, when, in the month of June, 1779,
General Wayne, who commanded in the
Clove a corps of 1500 men, formed the
proje& of furprizing Stoney Point. This
fort was in an entrenchment, f{urrounded
with abattis, which crowned a fleep rock,
and formed a well picketed redoubt. Ge-
neral Wayne marched, in the night, in
three columns, the principal of which was
led on by Monfieur de Fleury, who, with-
out
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out firing a mufquet, forced the abattis,
and entrenchments, and entered the re-
doubt with the fugitives.* The attack was
fo brifk on the part of the Americans, and
fuch the terror of the Englifh, that Mr.
de.Fleury, who was the firft that entered,
found /himfelf in an inftant loaded with
eleven fwords which were delivered to him
by thofe who afked for quarter. It muft
be added to the honour of our allies, that
from -that moment not a drop of blood was
fpilt.4 The Americans, once malfters of

one

* This officer had already diftinguithed himfelf
on many occafions, particularly at the retreat of
General, Sullivan from Rhode Hland, and at the
defence of ‘Mud Ifland. He went to America in
1777, He has fince been Major of the regiment of
Saint Onge, and ferved as Major of brigade in the
army of the Countde Rochambeau. On his return
to France, he was made Colonel of the regiment of
‘Pondicherry, and is now in India.

+ 1 cannot here refift apang of forrow for the
dreadful confequences of the late defperate and fatal
war. Captain Jew of the 17th regiment, as brave an
officer, and as amiable a2 man as ever lived, whom
I'had long known and eftecmed, when ferving with
our common friend Montgomery in that }cgimgnt’
here loft his life, refufing to take quarter, This
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one of the banks of theriver, lot no time

in getting pofléflion of the other! Mr. de
Gouvion conftruéted a redoubt at Verplank's

Point, (nearly oppofite) where' we landed,
and where, by a lucky accident, we found:
our horfes, arrived as foon as us. ‘This
redoubt is of a peculiar form, hardly ever
ufed but in America: the ditch is within

the

gallant man was already perforated with wounds
received in Canada and the Wett Indies, fighting
under his Colonel, General Monckton, in the preced-
ing war, and was fuch a {pe&acle of a wounded body
ftill in life, as to be particularly pointed outto the
King his mafter’s notice at a review of the regiment
near London in 1770 or 1771 ; the King afked him
many queftions, feemed much affe&ted with his fitua~
tion, exprefled his pity, and——he was left to pine
a {ubaltern, and to follow his regiment once more to
{cenes of war and a diftant climate. He deeply felt
this ever after, and chagrin, no doubt, added to his
defpair, had made him wifh for death. The fate
of my moft intimate and lamented friend, Mont-
gomery, who fell, as he thought in a better caufe,
and on the very fpot where he had attended /#ulfe
to vitory and glory, affords ample food for melan-
choly refle&tion, not eafyto be effaced from fufeep-
tible minds, and who have felt a double lofs of
friends, in the horrors of this deteftable war.

TRANSLATOR.
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the parapet, which is made fteep on both
fides, and picketed at the height of the
cordon ; iodgings for the foldiers are forme
ed below. The middle of the work is 2
fpace conftructed with wood, and in the
form of a fquare tower. 'There are battle~
ments every where, and it commands the
rampart. An abattis formed of the tops of
trees interwoven, furrounds the whole, and
is a fubftitute for a covered way. We may
cafily perceive that fuch a2 work cannot be
infulted, nor taken without cannon. Now
as this is backed by the mountains, of
which the Americans are always mafters,
it is almoft impoffible that the Englith
thould befiege it. A creek which falls in-
to Hudfon’s river, and runs to the fouth=
ward of this redoubt, renders its pofition
{till more advantageous Colonel Liv mgﬂan
who commands at King’s Ferry, has efta-
blithed himfelf there in preference to Stoney
Point, to be nearer the White Plains, where
the Englith frequently make incurfions.
This is avery amiable and well informed
young man. Previous to the war he mar-
ried in Canada, where he has acquired the
French
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French language: in 1775, he was one of
the firft who took arms; he fought under
the orders of Montgomery, and took fort
Chambly, whilft the former was befieging
St. John’s. He received us in- his little
citadel with great politenefs; but to leave it
with the honours of war, the. American
laws required that we fhould breakfaft: It
was the fecond we had taken that day, and
confifted of beef-fteaks, and tea, accom-
panied with a few bowls of grog ; for the
commander’s cellar was no better ftored
than the foldiers wardrobe. The latter
had been fent into this garrifon as being the
worft clothed of the whole American army,
fo that one may form fome idea of their
drefs.

About two o’clock we croffed the river,
and ftopped to examine the fortifications of
Stoney Point. The Americans finding
them too extenfive, had reduced them toa
redoubt, nearly fimilar to that of Verplanks,
but not quite fo good. There I took leave
of Mr. Livingfton, who gave me a guide to
condué&t me to the army, and I fet off, pre-
ceded by Meflieurs de Noailles, de Damas,

and
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and de Mauduit, who withed to join Mr. de
la Fayette that night, tho they had thirty
miles to go, through very bad roads. This
impatience was well fuited to their age ; but
the intelligence I colleted proving to me
that the army could not move before the
the next day, I determined to ftop on the
road, content to profit by the little day-
light that remained to travel ten or twelve
miles. On leaving the river, I frequently
turned round to enjoy the magnificent
fpectacle it prefents in this place, where its
bed becomes {o large, that in viewing it to
the fouthward, it has the appearance of an
immenfe lake, whilft the northern afpett is
that of a majeftic river. I was defired to
obferve a fort of promontory, from whence
Colonel Livingfton had formed the project
of taking the Vulture floop of war, which
brought André; and was waiting for Arno/d.
This veflel having come too near the thore,
grounded at low water; the Colonel ac-
quainted Arnold with' it, and afked him for
twe pieces of heavy cannon, afluring him
that he would place them fo as to fink her.,
Arnold cluded the propofal on frivolous

pretences,
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pretences, fo that the Colonel could only
bring one four-pounder, which was at Ver-
plank’s to bear on her.  This piece raked the
veflel fore and aft, and did her fo much da-
mage, that if {he had not got off with the
flood; the muft have ftruck. The next day,
Colonel Livingfton being on the'fhore, faw
Arnold pafs in his barge, as he was going
down the river to get on board the frigate.
He declares that he had fuch a fufpicion of
him, that had his guard boats been near,
he would have gone after him inftantly, and
afked him where he was going. This quef-
tion probably would have embarrafled the
traitor, and Colonel Livingfton’s fufpicions
being thence confirmed, he would have ar-
refted him *,

Vor. L, H « My

* There is every reafon to believe that Arnold’s
tréachery took its date from his connetion with
Lieutenant Hele, killed afterwards on board the For-
midable in the Weft Indies, and who was undoubt-
edly a very a&ive and induftrious fpy at Philadelphia
in the winter of 1778, whither he was fent for that
purpofe in a pretended flag of truce, which being
wrecked in the Delaware, he was made prifoner by
Congrefs, a fubje& of much difcuflion between them,
and the commander at New York. That the in-

¢
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My thoughts were occupied with Arnold
and his treafon, when my road brought me
to Smith’s famous houfe where he had his in-
terview with André, and formed his horrid
plot. It was in this houfe they paffed the
night together, and where André changed
his cloaths. It was there that the liberty
of America was bargained for and fold ;
and it was there that chance, which is al-
ways the arbiter of great events, difcon-
certed this horrible projeét, and that fatif-
fied with facrificing the imprudent André,
the prevented the crime, only by the efcape

“of the criminal. André was repafling the
river quietly, to gain New York by the
White Plains, had not the cannon fired at

the

tended plot was known in England, and great hopes
built upon it, long before it wasto take place, is
certain. General Matthews and other officers who
returned in the autumn of 1780, being often heard
to declare, ¢ that it was all over with the rebels;: that
they were about to receive an irreparable blow, the
news of which would foon arrive, &c. &c.”” Their
filence from the moment in which they received ap
account of the failure of the. plot, and the dlfcovery

of the traitor, evidently pointed out the obje& of their
allufions. TRANSLATOR.
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the frigate, made him apprehend the fall-
ing in with the American troops. He ima-
gined, that favoured by his difguife, he
fhould be fafer on the right bank: a few
miles from thence he was ftopped; and
a few miles farther he found the gibbet.
Smith, who was more than fufpected, but
not convi&ted of being a party in the plot,
is ftill in prifon, where the law proteéts
him againft juftice. But his houfe feems to
have experienced the only chaftifement of
which it was fufceptible ; it 1s punifhed by
folitude; and is in fa& fo deférted, that there
is not a fingle perfon to take care of it,
although itis the manfion of alarge farm. ™
I purfued my route, but without being able
to give fo much attention as to'recolle&t it ;
I only remember that it was as gloomy as
my refletions ; it brought me into a deep
vale, covered with cyprefles 5 a torrent roll-
ed over the rocks, which I paffed, and foon
after night came on. I had ftill fome

H 2 miles
* Smith's is a very handfome houfe and beautifully

fituated, but'was in' the fame defolate ftate when the
Tranflator was there in'1780. TRANSLATOR.



100 TRAVELS IN

miles to an inn, where I got tolerably well
accommodated. It is fituated in Hgver-
Siraw, and is kept by another Smith, but
who in no way refembles the former;
he affured me he was a good whig, and as
he gave me a good f{upper, I readily believ-
ed him.

The 23d I fet out at eight o’clock, with
the intention of arriving in good time at
the Marquis de la Fayette’s camp; for I
had learnt that the army Was not to move
that day, and I was defirous of being pre-
fented by him to General Wafbington. The
thorteft road was by Paramus; but my
guide infifted on my turning to the nerth-
ward, affuring me that the other road was
not fafe, that it was infefted by tories, and
that he always avoided it, when he had let-
ters to carry. ¥ I'took the road to the right

therefore,

# The guide gave the Marquis very true infor.
mation, for the Tranflator who took the Paramuys
road, had feveral well founded alarms, in paﬂing
through that intricate country. At Hopper's M),
near Paramus, where he flept amongft myriads of
rats in a milk houfe, the family affured him, that theis
quarters were conftantly beat up, and horfes, men, &c,
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therefore, and followed for fome time the
rivulet of Romopog; 1 then turned to the
left, and foon got into the townfhip of
Pompton, and into the Totohaw road ; but
being informed that it led me ftraight tothe
main body of the army, without pafling by
the van commanded by M. de la Fayette, I
enquired for fome crofs road to his quarter,
and one was pointed out to me, by which,
pa{ﬁng near ‘a fort of lake which forms a
very agreeable point of view, and then ¢rof=
fing fome very beautiful woods, I arrived at
a ftream which falls into Second River, ex-
aétly at the fpot where M. de la Fayette was
encamped. His pofts lined the rivulet;
they were well difpofed, and in good order.
At length 1 arrived at the camp ; but the
‘Marquis was not there; apprized of my

N coming

carried off. At this place there was no lock to the
ftable door, which they faid was here a fuperfluous
article, as thefe banditti were guilty of every act of
violence. He received fimilar information from his
friend Dodtor Brown of Bridport in Dorfetthire, but
who has been long fettled in America, and was ate
tached to the continental army, with whom he

breakfafted, at his beautiful little refidence, next
motning, TRANSLATOR,



102 TRAV"ELS IN

coming by the Vicomte de Noailles, he had
gone to wait for me at feven miles diftance,
at head quarters, where he thought I thould
dire@ my courfe. He had fent, however,
Major Gimat, and one of his Aides de Camp
to meet me, but they had taken the two
roads to Paramus; fo that by his precau-
tions, and thofe of my guide, I was, as they
fay in Englith, compleatly difappointed,
for it was two o'clock, and I had already
travelled thirty miles without ftopping, Iwas
in the utmoft impatience to embrace M. de
1a Fayette, and to fee General Wafhington,
but I could not make my horfes partake of
it. It was propofed to me to proceed di-
reétly to head quarters, becaufe, faid they,
I might perbaps arrive in time for dinner.
But feeing the impofiibility of that, and be-
ing in a country where I was known, Idefirs
ed fome oats for my horfes. Whilft they
were making this flight repaft, I went to
fee the camp of the Marguis, * it is thus

they

* Tt is impoffible to paint the efteem and affe&ion
with which this French nobleman is regarded in
America. Itis to be furpafied only by the love of
their illuftrious chief. He has found the fecret of
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they call Mr. de la Fayette ; the Englith
language being fond of abridgments, and
titles uncommon in America, I found this
camp placed in an excellent pofition ; it
occupied two heights feparated by a (mall
bottom, but with an eafy communication
between them. The river Totohaw or Second
River, protels its right, and it is here that
it makes a confiderable elbow, and turning
towards the fouth, falls at length into the
bay of Newark. The principal part of the
front, and all the left flank, to a great dif
tance, are covered by the rivalet which comes

H 4 from

winning all their hearts ; nor to thofe who know
bim is it matter of any wonder, In the gentleft, and
moft courteous manner, he unites afranknefs, which
is fuppofed to be not the general cha&eriftic of his
countrymen ; his deportment is dignified without
pridc-, and his zeal, aétivity, and enthufiafm in the
caufe of America, diftiné from all the political views
of co-operation with the wifhes of his court, added
to a fincere and uniform admiration of the greateft
and beft charaéter of the age, completely endeared
thi8 excellent young man to grateful America. The
Marquis was never fpoken of in the hearing of the
Tranflator, without manifeft tokens of attachment
‘and affe€tion. TrRANsLATOR. :
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from Paramus, and falls into the fame river.
This pofition is only twenty miles from
New York ifland ; and was accordingly oc«
cupied by the van guard, confifting of light
infantry, that is to fay, by the picked corps of
the American army : the regiments, in fa&,
which compofe it have no grenadiers, but
only a company of light infantry, anfwering
to our Chaffeurs, and of whom battalions
are formed at the beginning of the cam-
paign. 'This troop made a good appearance,
were better cloathed than the reft of the
army ; the uniforms both of the officers
and - foldiers were fmart and military, and
each foldier wore a helmet made of hard
leather, with a creft of horfe hair. The
officers are armed with efpontoons, or ra-
ther with half pikes, and the fubalterns
with fufils: but both were provided with
thort and light fabres, brought from France,
and made a prefent of to them by M. de
la Fayette. The tents agreeably to the Ame-
rican cuftom, formed only two ranks ; they
were in regular lines, as well as thofe of the
officers ; and as the feafon was advanced,
they had good chimneys, but placed differ-
ently
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ently from ours; for they are all bun]t on :
the outfide, and conceal the entrance of the
tents, wh:_ch produce the double effe&t of
keeping off the wind, and of preferving
heat night and day. I faw no piles of arms,
and was ipformed that the Americans made
no ufe of them. When the weather is good,
each company places its fufils on a wooden
horfe; but when it rains, they muft be
removed into the tents, which is undoubt-
edly a great inconvenience : this will be
zemedied when the means of doing it are
more abundent, butI fear much, that this
will not happen the next year.

As I was walking in the front of the
camp, I was joind by an officer, who
fpoke very good French; which was not
aftonithing, as he turned out to be as much
2 Frenchman as myfelf; this was Major
Galvan. This officer came to America
on commercial affairs, on which fubject
he has even had a fort of trial with the
Congrefs ; but he was patronized by many
perfons, and particularly by the Chevalier
de la Luzerne, our Ambaflador: defiring
to enter mto the fervice, he obtained the

rank
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rank of Major, and the command of a bat-
talion of light infantry. He is a2 man of
abilities, and they are very well fatisfied
with him in the American army.* He

' led

* Major Galvan, with whom I was well ac,
quainted in Philadelphia, was a French Weft-
Indian, who came, as the Marquis de Chaftellux
mentions, to America on commercial affairs.. He
was allowed to be an aétive good officer. During
his refidence at Philadelphia in 1782, he became
enamoured of a beautiful and accomplifhed widow
of the firft diftin&ion in the country. Having con-
ceived the moft flattering hopes of fuccefs to hig
paffion, he was fo fhocked at finding himfelf de-
ceived, that he formed the moft defperate refolution,
After wtiting apathetic, but reproachful letter to the
_obje& of his love, and another to her female friend,
fifter to Mrs. Arnold, and arranging all his affairs,
he fpent the day chearfully in company with fome
brother officers at the inn where he lodged, byt
with fome ferious intervals. As foon as the tea
was over, retiring to his room, he locked the door,
placed himfelf oppofite the looking glafs, and with
two pi{tols, one in cach hand, put an end to his
exiftence. On my arival at Bourdeaux, at the end
of the war, I fell in company with a gentleman,
who for feveral days was particularly inquifitive a.
bout the Major’s condu&®, what the general opinion
of him was, &c. Fortunately his condu& was ir.
reproachable ; had it been otherwife, this gentleman
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led me to his tent, where I found a table
neatly {pread : he propofed to me to dine,
but T did not accept it, imagining I {hould
lofe nothing by waiting for that which
General Wathington would give me, After
all we have heard in Europe of the diftrefled
ftate of the American army, it will appear
extraordinary, perbaps, that fuch a thing
as a dinner was to be found at the tent of a
Major. Doubtlefs it is impofiible to live
without money, when every thing one eats
is to be paid for; a privilege the Ameri-
cans poflfefs no more than others. But it
muft be underftood, that they receive ra-
tions of provifions, rum, and flour; that
they have in each regiment a Baker to bake
their bread, and foldiers to ferve them; fo
that an officer who takes the field with a
tent, and a {ufficiency of cloathing, may do
very well til] winter without fpending any
thing. The misfortune is, that provifions
fometimes fail, or do not arrive in time ;

1n

was imprudently fearching for pain to himfelf and me,

as he, to my no {mall furprize and mortification,
declared himfelf to be his brother.

TRANSLATOR.
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in which cafe they really fuffer; but thefe
are critical moments, which do not often
occur, and may be prevented in future, if
the flates perform their engagements, and
the Quarter-Mafter-General, and Come
miflaries do their duty.” I left Mr. Gal<
van {itting down to dinner, and went to

prepare my horfes, that I might get to
head quarters before the day was f{pent.
Colonel Mac Henry, whom I have before
mentioned, took upon himfelf to condu&

me. We kept along the river, which was
on our left. After riding two miles we

came in fight of the left of the army. It
was

# On the univerfal ftoppage of paper money,
from its enormous depreciation, the worit of {pecie,
notwithftanding the abilities and a&ivity of Mr,
Morris, the financier, occafioned great wants in
the army, and a total indifference on the part of
the contraétors; infomuch, that in the end of 1782,
the army was in danger of difbanding from abfolute
neceffity. It was on this critical occafion that
Colonel Wadfworth, whofe merit has been fo well ap_
preciated by the author, ftept in, took the contrad
on himfelf, and by his name and influence reﬂorcd
affairs, and kept the army together. America cans

not be too grateful to this gentleman,
TrRANsLATOR,
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was encamped on two heights, and in one
line, in an extended but very good pofi-
tion, having a wood in the rear, and in
the front the river, which is very difficult
of paflage every where except at Tozobaw-
Bridge. But the fituation would be quite
in favour of an army defending the left
bank, the heights on that fide every where
commanding thofe of the right. Two
miles beyond the bridge is a meeting-houfe
of an hexagonal form, which is given to
their places of worfhip by the Dautch
Prefbyterians, who are very numerous -
in the Jerfeys.

I was purfuing my journey, converfing
with Mr. Mac Henry, when I was apprized
by a confiderable noife, that 1 could not be
far from the great catara®, called Totobaw-
Fall. 1 was divided between my im-
patience to view this curiofity, and that of
approaching General Wathington ; but Mr.
Mac Henry informing me that it would
not take me two hundred paces out of my
way to fee the cataract, I determined to
avail myfelf of the remainder of a fine day,
and Ihad notin fa& gone a ftone’s throw

before
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before I had the aftonithing fpe&acle be-
fore me of a large tiver, which precipitates
itfelf from a height of feventy feet, and fo
ingulphed in the hollow of arock, which
feems to fwallow it up, but from whence
it efcapes by turning fhort to the right
It feems to me impoflible to give an idea
of this water-fall, but by adrawing. Let
us however attempt the picture, leaving
the finithing to the imagination: fhe is the
rival of Nature, and fometimes alfo her
rival and interpreter.  Let the reader figure
to himfelf, then, a river running between
mountains covered with firs, the dark
green of which is in conta® with the
colour of its waters, and renders its courfe
more majeftic ; let him reprefent to him-
felf an immenfe rock, which would' totally
clofe up the paffage, had it not by an earth-
quake, or fome other fubterraneous revo-
lution, been rent in feveral pieces, from
its fummit to its bafe, by this means
forming long crevices perfely vertical.
One of thefe crevices, the depth of which
is unknown, may be twenty-five or thirty
feet wide. It is in this cavern that the

river
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river having cleared a part of the rock,
precipitates itfelf with violence; but as
this rock croffes its whole bed, it can only
efcape by that extremity of the two, which
offers itan outlet. There a freth obftacle
prefents itfelf: another rock oppofes its
flight, and it is obliged to form a right an-
gle, and turn fhort to the left. But it is
extraordinary, that after this dreadful fall,
it neither froths, nor boils up, nor forms
whirlpools, but goes off quietly by its
channel, and gains, in filence, a profound
valley, where it purfues its courfe to the
fea. This perfe&t calm, after a movement
fo rapid, canonly proceed from the enor-
mous depth of the cavern, into which it is
plunged. I did not examine the rock with
aqua fortis ; but as there feems to be no
calcareous ftones in this country, I take it
to be hard rock, and of the nature of
quartz : but it prefents a peculiarity wor-
thy of attention, which is, that its whole
furface is hollowed into little fquares. Was
it in a flate of fufion when raifed from the
bowels of the earth, and it blocked up the
paffage of the river? Thefe vertical cre-

VICCS’
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vices, thefe flaws on the {urface, are they
the effects of its cooling ?  Thefe are quef~
tions 1 leave to the difcuflion of the learn-~
ed : Ifhall only obferve, that there is no
volcanic appearence; nor through this
whole country are there the fmalleft traces
of avolcano, of {uch atleaft as are pofterior
to the laft epochas of Nature.

Though Do&or Mac Henry began by
being a Doélor, before he was an officer,
and is well informed, I did not find him
much verfed in natural hiftory, and I pre-
ferred queftioning him on the fubjet of
the army along the front of which 1 rode,
meeting perpetually with pofts, who took
arms, the drum beating, and the officers
faluting with the efpontoon. All thefe
pofts were not for the fafety of the army;
many of them were ftationed to guard
houfes and barns, which ferved as maga-
zines. At length, after riding two miles
along the right flank of the army, and after
pafling thick woods on the right, I found
myfelf in a {mall plain, where 1 faw a
handfome farm ; a {mall camp which fecem-
ed to cover it, alarge tent extended in

the
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“the court, and feveral waggons round it,
convinced me that this was his Excellency’s
quarter; for it is thus Mr. Wathington is
called ‘in the army, and throughout Ame-
rica. M. de la Fayette was in converfation
with ‘a tall man, five foot nine inches
high, (about five foot ten inches and a half
-Englith) of a noble and mild countenance.

¢t was the General himfelf: I was foon off
horfeback, and near thim. The compli-

.ments were fhort; the fentiments with

which T was animated, and the good
withes he teftified for me were not equivo-
cal. He conduted me to his houfe, where
I found the company ftill at table, al--
though the dinner had been long over. He
prefented me to the Generals Knox, Waine,
Howe, &c. and to his family, then com-
pofed of Colonels Hamilton and Tilgman,
his Secretaries and his Aides de Camp, and
of Major Gibbs, commander of his guards;
for in England and America, the Aides de
Camp, Adjutants and other officers attach-

~ ed to the General, form what is called his
 family. A freth dinner was prepared for
me, and mine ; and the prefent was pro-
Yor. I. I longed
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longed to keep me company. A few glaffes
of claret and madeira accelerated the ac-
quaintances I had to make, and I foon felt
~myfelf at my eafe near the greateft and the
beft of men. The goodnefs and benevolence
which characterize him, are evident from
every thing about him ; but the confidence
he gives birth to, never occafions impro-
per familiarity ; for the fentiment he in-
fpires has the fame origin in every indi-
vidual, a profound efteem for his virtues,
and a high opinion of his talents.* About

nine

* Rochefaucault has faid, ¢ That no man is a
hero to his Valet de Chambre.” Withont com-
bating the general juftice of the remark, this‘ex-
cellent man is moft certainly an exception. Thofe
-who are the neareft to his perfon love him the moft,
but this is never {feparated from a marked degree of
refpet and admiration. This is not only the uni-
verfal teftimony, but I had myfelf the high gratifi
cation of obferving it. Before the war, there was
- not a gentleman within the circle of his neighbour.
. hood, who, having important concerns, or a family
to leave behind him, did not clofe his eyes in peace,
could he be fo fortunate as to get Mr. Wathington
for an executor : an unequivocal proof of his in.
“tegrity.  I.have likewife the ftrongeft teﬁ:imony to
_refute thofe injurious infinuations which haye been
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nine &'clock ' the genetal officers withdrew
to -their quarters, ‘whish were all at a con-
fiderable - diftance 5 but as the General

: has k2 wifhed

propag:it%.d by envy, ignorance, or party malevo-
lence, with the view of depreciating his talents.
I had particular bufinefs to tranfa& with him in
1782, refpe&ting the eftates of an old friend to whom
he was executor, but which from peculiar circum-
ftances had been totally negle@ted by the noble heirs
in England from the year 1771, indeed I may fay,
from the year 1767. I found his Excellency in
winter quarters at Philadelphia; on entering into
converfation on the fubje&, which was of a moff -
complitated nature, the General modeftly apprized
me, that from the a&ive and turbulent fituation in
which he had long been placed, never having been
at his own houfe in Virginia fince the year 1775,
but one night on his return from York Town, he
was ignorant of his own affairs, and was confe-
quently afraid he could afford me but little infor-
mation refpeéting thofe in queftion: but what was
my aftonifhment, when, after this prelude, he en-
tered into an accurate detail of every thing re-
{pe&ing them, fcarcely omitting, as I afterwards
found upon the fpot, the moft minute particular !
On my arrival in Virginia, I had an opportunity of
perufing, amongft the papers, many of his letters
written whilft in the a&tive management of the affairs,
which furnithed me with unqueftionable proofs
of the clearnefs of his head, the honour and dif-
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withed me to ftay in his own heufe, T re-
mained fome time with him, after which
he condudted me to the chamber prepared
for my Aides de Camp and me. This
chamber occupied the fourth part of his

lodgings ;

intereftednefs of his heart, and the uncommon per«
fpicuity and elegance of his ftyle ; fo as to convince
me of the identity of the pen that produced thofe
admirable epiftolary performances, which did him
fo much honour during the war, and will ever
mark the energy of his mind, and the excellence
of his underftanding.. I have dwelt with the more
fatisfation on this particular, as Envy, unable to
detra& from their merit, has made frequent attempts
to rob his fame of the honour of having ever
produced them; and what relates to the public
opinion concerning himfelf he always leaves to the
determination of others. ‘This heartfelt, but faith-
ful tribute to tranfcendent virtue and abilities, is
the effufion of 2 mind unaccuftomed to flattery,
and in an inftance whese flattery neither has, nor
canhave any objec?. 1had long revered his chara&er
before I faw him, and we all know that too much
prcpoﬁ'eﬁion is generally unfavourable on a nearer
view ; but to know him, eftablithes and heightens
the moft favourable ideas ; and I faw, and knew
this truly great man, only to root in my mind
the moft fincere attachment, affetion and venera-
tion for his perfon and charadter.

TRANSLATOR,
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todgings; he apologized to me for the lit-
tle room he had in his difpofal, but al«
ways with a noble pqlitcnefs, which was
neither complimentary nor troublefome.
At nine the next morning they informed
me that his Excellency was come down
into the parlour. This room ferved at
once as audience chamber, and dining-
room. I immediately went to wait on him,
and found breakfaft prepared. Lord Stir-
/ing had come to breakfaft with us. He is
one of the oldeft Major-Generals in the
army ; his birth, his titles and pretty ex-
tenfive property have given him more im-
portance in America, than his talents
could ever have acquired him. The title
of Lord, which was refufed him in Eng-
land, is not here contefted with him : he
claimed this title from inheritance, and
went to Europe to fupport his pretenfions,
but without fuccefs. A part of his eftate
has been diffipated by the war, and by his
tafte for expence ; he is accufed of liking
the table and the bottle, full as much as
becomes a Lord, but more than becomes
a General. He is brave, but without capa~

I3 city,
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city, and has not been fortunate in the difs
ferent commands with which he has been
entrufted. He was made prifoner at the
affair of Long Ifland. In June, 1777, he
got into a fcrape at Elizabeth Town, whilft
General Wathington made head againft
20,000 Englifh on the heights of Middle-
brook ; he there ioft two or three hun-
dred men, and three pieces of cannon : at
Brandywine he commanded the right of
the army, or rather the body of troops de-
feated by Cornwallis ; but on all thefe occa-
fions he difplayed great perfonal courage
and firmnefs. I converfed along time with
him, and found him to be a fenfible man,
not ill informed of the affairs of his coun-
try. Heis old and rather dull ; but with
_all this, he will continue to ferve, becaufe
the employment, though not lucrative, helps
to repair a little the diforder in his affairs 3
and not having quitted the fervice fince
the beginning of the war, he has, at leaft,
zeal and feniority in his favour ; thus he
will retain the command of the firft line,
to which his rank entitles him ; but care

will
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will be taken not to employ him on parti-
cular exped:tlons.

Whilft we were at breakfaﬁ: horfes were
brought, and General Wathington gave or-
ders for the army to get under arms at the
head of the camp. The weather was very

_bad, and it had already began raining ; we
waited half an hour; but the General fee-
ing that it was more likely to increafe than
to diminifh, determined to get on horfec-
back. Two horfes were brought him,
which were a prefent from the State of Vir- .
ginia ; he mounted one himfelf, and gave
me the other. Mr. Lynch and Mr. de Mon-
tefquieu, had each of them, alfo, a very
handfome blood horfe, fuch as we could
not find at Newport for any money. We
repaired to the artillery camp, where Gene-
ral Knox received us : theartillery was nu-
merous, and the gunners, in very fine or-
der, were formed in parade, in the foreign
manner, that is, each gunner at his bat-
tery, and ready ta fire. 'The General was
fo good as to apologize to me for the can-
14 non

~* Lord Stitling died before the end of the war.
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non not firing to falute me ; he faid, that
having put all the troops on the other fide
of the river in motion, and apprized them
that he might himfelf march along the
right bank, he was afraid of giving the
alarm, and of deceiving the detachments
that were out. We gained, atlength, the
right of the army, where we faw the Pen-
{ylvania line; it was compofed of two
brigades, each forming three battalions,
without reckoning the light infantry,
which were detached with the Marquis
de la Fayette. General Waine, who com-
manded it, was on horfeback, as well as
the Brigadiers and Colonels. They were
all well mounted : the officers alfo had a
very military air ; they were well ranged,
and faluted very gracefully. Each brigade
had a band of mufic; the march they were
then playing was the Huron. 1 knew that
this line, though in want of many things,
was the beft cloathed in the army ; fo that
his Excellency afking me whether I would
proceed, and fee the whole army, or go by
the fhorteft road to the camp of the Mar-
quisy 1 accepted the latter propofal. The

troops
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troops ought to thank me for it, for the
rain was falling with redoubled force ; they
were difmiffed, therefore, and we arrived
heartily wet at the Marquis de la Fayette’s
quarters, where I warmed myfelf with great
pleafure, partaking, from time to time, of a
large bowl of grog, which is ftationary on
his table, and is prefented to every officer

who enters. The rain appearing to ceafe,
or inclined to ceafe for a moment, we avail-

ed ourfelves of the opportunity to follow:

his Excellency to the camp of the Mar-
quis : we found all his troops in order of
battle on the heights to the left, and him-
felf at their head ; expreffing, by his air and
countenance, that he was happier in receiv-
ing me there, than at hiseftate in Auvergne.
The confidence and attachment of the
troops, are for him invaluable poffeffions,
well acquired riches, of which no body
can deprive him ; but what, in my opinion,
is ftill more flattering for a young man of
his age, is the influence, the confideration
he has acquired amongft the political, as
well as the military order : I do not fear
contradiCtion when I fay, that private let-

ters

A g
-
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lers from him have frequently produced
more cffec on fome ftates than the firon geft
exhortations of the Congrefs. Op {eeing
him; one is at alofs which moft to admire,
that fo young a man as he {hould have given
fuch eminent proofs of talents, or that
a man fo tried, thould give hopes of {o long
a career of glory. Fortunate his country,
if the knows how to avail herfelf of them ;
more fortunate fill thould the ftand in no
need of calling them.intc exertion !
Idiftinguithed, with pleafure, among the
colonels, who were extremely well mounted,
and who faluted with great grace, M. de
Giat, a French officer, over whom I claim
the rights of a fort of military paternity,
having brought him up in my regiment
from his earlieft youth.* This whole van<
guard
# M. de Gimat made the following campaign at
the head of a battalion of light infantry, always
undeér the command of M. de la Fayette. At the
fiege of York, he attacked and carried jointly with
Colonel Hamilton, the enemy’s redoubt on their
Ieft. This attack was made at the fame time with
that of the Baron de Viomenil, on the right redoubg,
and with the fame fuccefs. Mr. Gimat was wound-

ed ir} the foot : on his réturn to Europe, he was madg
Colonel of the regiment of Martinico. '
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guard confifted of fix battalions, forming:
two brigades ; but there was only one
piquet of dragoons or light cavalry, the
remainder having marched to the fouth=
ward with Colowe/ Lee. - Thefe dragoons
are perfetly wellmounted, and do not fear
meeting the Englith dragoens, over whom
they have gained: feveral advantages ;* but
they have never been numerous enough to
form a’ folid and permanent body. ‘Fhe pi-
quet that was kept with the army, ferved
then as an efcort to the Provoft Marfhal,
and performed the fun&ions of the Mare-
chauffée, until the eftablifhment of a regu-
lar one, which was intended.

The rain fpared us no more at the camp
of the Marquis, than at that of the main
army ; {o that our review being finifhed, I
faw with pleafure General Wathington fet
off in a gallop to regain his quarters, We

reached

* "The heroic Tarleton has experienced that there
is fome difference between thefe dragoons and a fur-
prifed party of ill-atmed infantry and peafants. T his
gentleman’s forte was in the latter {pecies of war ; a
forced march, a furprize, and a bloody gazette, are
the records of hisglory. TRANSLATOR.
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reached them as foon as the badnefs of the
roads would permit us. At our return we
found a good dinner ready, and about twen-
ty guefts, among whom were Generals Howe
and Sinclair. The repaft was in the Eng-
lith fathion, confifting of eight or ten large
difhes of butcher’s meat, and poultry, with
vegetables of feveral forts, followed by a
fecond courfe of paftry, comprized under
the two denominations of pies and pud-
dings. . After this the cloth was taken off,
and apples and a great quantity of nuts were
ferved, which General Wathington ufually
continues eating for two hours, #sa/ling and
converfing all the time. Thefe nuts are
fmall and dry, and have fo bard a fhell,
(hickory nuts) that they can only be bro-
ken by the hammer; they are ferved half
open, and the company are never done
picking and eating them. The converfa~
tion was calm and agreeable ; his Excel-
lency was pleafed to enter with me into
the particulars of fome of the prineipal
operations of the war, but always with a
modefty and concifenefs, which proved that
it was from pure complaifance he mention=

ed
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ed it.  About half paft feven we rofe from
table, and immediately the fervants came to
thorten it, and convert it into'a round one
for at dinner it was placed diagonally to
give more room. I was furprifed at this
manceuvre, and afked the reafon of it ; I
was told they were going to lay the cloth
for'fupper., In half an hour I retired to
my chamber, fearing left the General might
have bufinefs, and that he remained in
company only on my accounts but at the
end of another half hour, I was informed
that his Excellency expeGed me at fupper.
I returned to the dining-room, protefting
againft this fupper ; but the General told
me he was accuftomed to take fomethingin
the evening ; that if I would be feated, I
fhould only eat fome fruit, and affift in the
converfation. I defired nothing better, for
there were then no ftrangers, and nobody
remained but the General’s family. The
fupper was compofed of three or four light
difhes, fome fruit, and above all, a great
sbundance of nuts, which were as well
received in the eveningas at dinner. The
cloth being foon removed, a few bottles of

good
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good claret and madeira were placed on
the table.* Every fenfible man will be of
my opinion, that being a, French officer,

under

# On my return from the fouthward in 1782, T
fpenta day ortworat the American campat Verplanks
Point on the North River; and had the honour of
dining with General Wafhington. 1 had fuffered
feverely from an ague, which I could net get quit
of, though I had taken the exercife of a hard trotting
horfe, and got thus fir to the northward in the
month of O&aober.  The General obferving it, told
e -he was fure I had not met with a good glafs of
wine for fome time, amn article then very rare, but
that my diforder muft be fnghtencd away ; he made
me drink’ three or four of his filver camp cups of
excellent madeira at noen, and recommended to me
to take a generous glafs of claret after dinner, a pre-
feription by mo| means repugnant to my feclings,
and which I moft religioufly followed. I mounted
my horfe next morning, and continued my journey
to Maflachuffets;” without ever experiencing the
flighteft return of my diforder. The American
camp here, prefented -the moft beauntiful and pic=
turefque appearance : it extended along the plain, on
the neck of land formed by the winding of the Hud-
fon, and had a view of this river to the fouth ; be-
Hind'it, the lofty mountains, covered with wood,
formed the mofk fublime back-ground thatpaintingcan
“Wrcfa In the front of the tents was a regular con-
wnued portico, formed by the boughs of trees in
verdure, decorated with much tafte and fancy ; and
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under the orders of General Wathington,
and what is more, a good whig, 1 eould
not refufe a glafs of wine offered me by
‘him ; but, I confefs, that I had little merit
in this complaifance, and that, lefs ac-
cuftomed to drink than any body, I ac-
commodate myfelf very well to the Englith
mode of Zeafling : you bave very {mall glafles,
you pour.out yourfelf the quantity of wine
you chufe, without . bewg prefled to take
more, and. the toafk is only a fort of check
in the converfation, to remind each indi-
vidual that he forms part of the company,
and that the whole form only one fociety.
I obferved that these was. more folemnity in
the toafts at dipner :  there were feveral

, -cere=

each officer’s tent was diftinguithed by fuperior or-
naments. Oppofite the camp, and on diftin&t emi«
nences, ftood the tents of fome of the general offi
cers, over which towered, predeminant, that of Geneé
ral Wathington. I had feen all the camps in Eng;
land, from many of which, drawings and engravings
have been taken ; but this was truly a fubje&@ wor-
thy the pencil of the firft artit. The French camp,
during their ftay at Baltimore, was decorated in the
fame ftyle. At thecamp at Verplanks, we diftinétly

heard the mm_'ning and evening gun of the Britifh
at Kingfbridge. TRAwsLATOR.
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ceremonious ones ; the others were {uga
gefted by the General, and given out by
his Aides de Camp, who performed the
honours of the table at dinner 5 for one of
them is every day feated at the bottom of
the table, near the General, to ferve the
company, and diftribute the bottles. The
toafts in the evening were given by Colonel
Hamilton, without order or ceremony.
After fupper the guefts are generally defired
to give a féntiment 5 thatis to fay, alady to
whom they are attached by fome fentiment,
either of love, or friendthip, or perhaps
from preference only.* This fupper, or
converfation, commonly lafted from nine
to eleven, always free, and always agreeable.
The weather was fo bad on the 25th,
that it was impoffible for me to ftir, even
to wait on the Generals, to whem M. de
la Fayette was to condu& me. I eafily con-
foled myfelf for this, finding it a great
luxury to pafs a whole day with General
Wath-

* The Englith reader will fee that the Author
makes a {mall miftake here ; it being the cuftom in
America, as in England, to give a lady, or a fenti-
ment, or both, TRANSLATOR.
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Wathington, as if he were at his houfe in
the country, and had nothing to do. The
Generals Glover, Huntingdon, and {fome
others, dined with us, and the Colonels
Stewart and Batler, two officers diftinguifh-
ed in the army. The intelligence received
this day occafioned the propofed attack on
Staten Ifland to be laid afide. The foraging
party unhder General Starke had met with
the moft complete fuccefs ; the enemy not
having thought proper to difturb them, fo
that they had not ftripped the pofts in the
quarter where it was intended to attack
them : befides, that this expedition could
only have been a coup de main, rendered
very difficult by the badnefs of the roads
from the exceffive rains. It was determi-
ned therefore that the army fhould march
the next day to winter quarters, and that
I thould continue my route to Philadel-
phia. -

The weather being fair, on the 26th, I
got on horfeback, after breakfafting with the
General.  He was {o attentive as to give me
the horfe he rode on, the day of my arrival,
which I had greatly commended : 1 found

Vor. I, K him
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him as good as he is handfome ; but above
all, perfectly well broke, and well trained,
having a good mouth, eafy in hand, and
ftopping thort in a gallop without bearing
the bit. I mention thefe minute particu-
lars, becaufe it is the General himfelf who
breaks all his own horfes ; and he is a veny
excellent and bold horfeman, leaping the
higheft fences, and going extremely quick,
without ftanding upon his {tirrups, bearing
on the bridle, or letting his horfe run wild ;
circumftances which our young men lcok
upon as fo eflential a part of Englifh horfe-
manfhip, that they would rather break a
leg or an arm than renounce them.

My firft vifit was to General Wuine,
where Mr. de la Fayette was waiting to con-
du&t me to the other general officers of the
line. We were received by General Hun-
tingdon, who appeared rather young for
the rank of Brigadier-General, which he
has held two years : his carriage is cold and
referved, but one is not long in perceiving
him to be 2 man. of fenfe and information ;
by General Glover, about five and forty, a
little man, but a&ive and 2 goed foldier ;

by
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by General Howe, who is one of the oldeft
Majors Gegeral, and who enjoys the con-
fideration due 'to his rank, though, from
unfavourable circumftances, he has not been
fortunate in war, particularly in Georgna,
where he commanded with a very f{mall
force, at the time General Prevoft took pof=
feflion of it ¢ he is fond of mufic, the arts,
and pleafure, and has a cultivated mind. I
remained a confiderable time with him,
and fawa very curious /ufis nature, but as
hideous as poflible. It was a young man
of 2 Dutch family, whofe head was become
fo enormous, that it took the whole nou-
rifthment from his body ; and his hands
and arms were fo weak that he was unable
to make ufe of them. He lies conftantly
in bed, with his monftrous head fupported
by a pillow; and as he has long been ac-
cuflomed to lie on his right fide, his right
arm isin a ftate of atrophy: he is not quite
an ideot, but he could never learn any thing,
and ‘has no more reafon than a child of five
or fix years old, though he is feven and
twenty. This extraordinary derangement
of the animal @eonomy proceeds from 2

K2 dropfy,
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dropfy, with which he was attacked in his
infancy, and which difplaced_: the bones
that form the cranium. We know that
thefe bones are joined together by futures,
which are foft in the firft period of life,
and harden and offify with age. Such
an exuberance, fo great an afflux of hu-
mour in that, which of all the vi{cera feems
to require the moft exa proportion, as
well in what relates to the life ag to the
underftanding of man, afford ftronger proof
of the necefiity of an equilibrium between
the {olids and fluids, than the exiftence of
the final caufes.

General Knox, whom we had met, and
who accompanied us, brought us back to
bead quarters, through a wood, as the
fhorteft way, and to fall into a road leading
to his houfe, where we wifhed to pay our
compliments to Mrs. Knox. We found
her fettled in a little farm, where fhe had
pafled part of the campaign; for fhe never
quits her hufband. A child of fix months,
and a little girl of three years old, formed 3
real family for the General. As for him-
felf, he is between thirty and forty, very

fat,
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fat, but very active, and of a gay and amiable
characer. Previous to the war he was a
bookfeller at Bofton, and ufed to amufe
himfelf in reading fome military books in
his thop. Such was the origin and the
firft knowledge he acquired of the art of
war, and of thetafte he has had ever fince for
the profeflion of arms., From the very firft
campaign, he was entrufted with the com-
mand of the artillery, and it has turned out
that it could not have been placed in better
hands. It was he whom M. du Coudray
endeavoured to fupplant, and who had no
difficulty in removing him. It was fortu-
nate for Mr.du Coudray, perhaps, that he
was drowned in the Schuylkill, rather than
to be fwallowed up in the intrigues he was -
engaged in, and which might have been
produdive of much mifchief.*

K3 On

* General Knox who retained until the peace the
fame fituation in the American army, commanded
their artillery at the fiege of York, * One cannot too
much admire the intelligence and activity with which
he collected from all quarters, tranfported, difem-
barked and conveyed to the batteries the train de-
ftined for the fiege, and which confifted of more than
thirty picces of cannon and mortars of a large bore :
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" On our return to head quarters, we found
feveral General Officers and Colonels, with
whom we dined. I had an opportunity of
converfing

this artillery was always extremely well ferved, Ge-
neral Knox never caring to direét it, and frequently
taking the trouble himfelf of pointing the mortars,
He fcarcely ever quitted the batteries 5 and, when the
town [urrendered, he ftood in need of the fame
aftivity and the fame refources to remove and
tranfport the enemy’s artillery, which confifted of
upwards of two hundred bouches a feu, with all the
ammunition belonging to them. The rank of Ma.
jor General was the recompence of his fervices.

It may be obferved, that if on this occafion the
Englifh were aftonifhed at the juftnefs of the firing,
and terrible execution of the French artillery, we
werenot lefs fo at the extraordinary progrefs of the A-
merican artillery, as well as the capacity and know-
ledge of a great number of the officers employed in it,

As for General Knox, to praife his military ta-
lents only, would be to deprive him of half of the
eulogium which he merits + A man of underftanding,
2 well formed man, gay, fincere, and honeft; itis
impofiible to know without efteeming him, or to fee
without loving him. In the text, itis faid that he
was a bookfeller at Bofton before the war ; thisig
not perfeétly the truth. He carried on tradein va-
rious articles, and according to the American cuftom,
hie fold them wholefale and retail. Books, but par-
ticularly French bookls, made part of'this commerce,
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converfing more particularly with General
W aine; he has ferved more than any officer
of the American army, and-his fervices have
been more diftinguifhed, * though he is
yet but young. He is fenfible, and his
converfation is agreeable and animated.—
The affair of Stoney Point has gained him
much henour in the army ; however, he is
only a Brigadier General ! This arifes from
the nomination to the fuperior ranks being
vefted in the ftates to whom the troops be-
long, and that the ftate of Penfylvania has
not thought proper to make any promotion,

Ky apparently

but he employed himfelf more in reading than felling
them. Before the revolution he was one of the
principal citizens of Bofton ; at prefent, he belongs ta
the whole world by his reputation and his fuccefs.
Thus have the Engliﬂl, contrary to their intention,'
added to the ornament of the human fpecies, by
awakening talents and virtues where they thought
to find nothing but ignorance and weaknefs,

* This might in fome refpeét be true at the time
the. Marquis {peaks of, but let the fouthern cam-
paigns be attended to, and j_l._l{_hCC will be done. te
the allive zeal, the wonderful exertions, the unabat-
ing courage of that great officer General Green ; other

exceptions might be made, but this ftands confpicu
ous. TRANSLATOR,
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apparently from principles of ce¢onomy,
T'he remainder of the day I dedicated to the
enjoyment of General Wathington’s com-
pany, whom I was to quit the next day,
He was fo good as to point out to me him-
felf my journey, to fend on before to pre-
pare me lodgings, and to give me a Colo-
nel to condué me as far as Trenton. The
next morning all the General’s baggage
was packed up, which did not hinder us
from breakfafting, before we parted, he
for his winter quarters, and I for my jour-

ney to Philadelphia. |
Here would be the proper place to give
the portrait of General Wafhington: but
what can my teftimony add to the idea al-
ready formed of him? The continent of
North America, from Bofton to Charles
Town, is a great volume, every page of
which prefents his eulogium, I know, that
having had the opportunity of a near in-
{pection, and of clofely obferving him, fome
more particular details may be expefted
from me ; but the ftrongeft chara&eriftic of
 this refpe@able man is the perfe& union
which reigns between the phyfical and mo-
ral
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ral qualities which compofe the individual, -
one alone will enable you to judge of all the
reft. If you are prefented with medals of
Czfar, of Trajan, or Alexander, on examin-
ing their features, you will flill be led to
afk what was their ftature, and the form of
their perfons ; but if you difcover, in a heap
of ruins, the head or the limb of an antique
- Apallo, be not curious about the other parts,
but reft affured that they all were conform-
able to thofe of a God. Let not this com-
parifon be attributed to enthufiafm! It is
not my intention.to exaggerate, I with only
to exprefs the impreffion General Wathing-
ton has left on my mind ; the idea of a per-
fe& whole, that cannot be the produce of
enthufiafm, which rather would rejeét it,
fince the effet of proportion is to diminifh
the idea of greatnefs. Brave without te-
merity, laborious without ambition, -gene«
rous without prodigality, noble without
pride, virtuous without feverity ; he feems
always to have confined himfelf within
thofe limits, where the virtues, by cloath-
ing themfelves in more lively, but more
changeable and doubtful colours, may be
: miftaken
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miftaken for faults. This is the_feventh year
that be bas commanded the army, and that be
bas obeyed the Congrefs 5 more need not be faid,
efpecially in America, where they know how to
appreciate all the merit contained in this fimple
Jaét. Let it be repeated that Conde was
intrepid, Turenne prudent, Eugene adroit,
Catinat difinterefted. It is not thus that
Wathington will be charafterifed. It will
be faid of him, AT THE END OF A LONG
CIVIL WAR, HE HAD NOTHING WITH
WHICH HE COULD REPROACH HIMSELF,
If any thing can be more'marvellous than
fuch a chara@er, it is the unanimity of the
public fuffrages in his favour. Soldier,
magifirate, people, all love and admire him
all fpeak of him in terms of tendernefs and
veneration. Does there then exift a virtue
capable of reftraining the injuftice of man-
kind; or are glory and happinefs too re-
cently eftablithed in America, for Envy to
have deigned to pafs the feas ?

- In fpeaking of this perfe® whole of
which General Wafhington furnithes the
?déa, I ‘have. not excluded “exterior form;
His ftature is noble and lofty, he is well
| made,
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made, and exaély proportioned ; his phyfi-
ognomy mild and agreeable, but fuch as
to render it impofiible to fpeak particularly
of any of his features, {fo that in quitting
him, you have only the recollection of a fine
face. He has neither a grave nor a familiar
air, his brow is fometimes marked with
thought, but never with inquietude ; in
infpiring refpec, he infpires confidence,
and his fmile is always the fmile of bene-
volence. #

But above all, it is in the midft of his
General Officers, that it is interefting to be-
hold him.  General in a republic, he has

not

* Itis impoffible for any man who has had the
happinefs to approach the General, not to admire
the accuracy of this defcription, and the juftnefs
and happinefs with which it is developed, or to read
it without the ftrongeft emotion. It is here above
all, the Tranflator muft apologize for his author ; it
is not poffible to do juftice to the original, to feel all
its elegance it muft be read in the language in which
it was written. Pofterity, future hiftorians, will be
grateful to the Marquis de Chaftellux for this ex~
quifite portrait ; every feature, and every tint of which
wi!l ftand the teft of the fevereft fcrutiny, and be
handed down to diftant agesin never fading colours.

TRANSLATOR,
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not the impofing ftatelinefs of a Marechal
de France whogives #be order 3 a heroin a
republic, he excites another fort of refpec,
which feems to {pring from the fole idea,
that the fafety of each individual is attached
to his perfon. As for the reft, I muft ob~
ferve on this occafion, that the General
Officers of the American army have a very
military and a very becoming carriage ; that
even all the officers, whofe chara&ers were
Broughtinto publicview, unite much polite-
nefs to a great deal of capacity; that the head
quarters of this army, in fhort, neither pre-
fent the image of want, nor inexperience.
When one fees the battalion of the General’s
guards encamped within the precinéts of
his houfe ; nine waggons, deftined to carry
his baggage, ranged in his court ; a great
number of grooms taking care of very fine
horfes belonging to the General Officers
and their Aides de Camp ; when one ob-
ferves the perfet order that reigns within
thefe precins, where the guardé are exact-
ly ftationed, and where the drums beat an
alarm, and a particular retreat, one 1s tempt-
ed to apply to the Americans what Pyrrhus

faid
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faid of the Romans : Truly  thefe people bav
ntobing barbarous in their difeipline !

The reader will perceive that it is diffi-
cult for me to quit General Wathington : let
us take our refolution brifkly then, and
fuppofe ourfelves on the road. Behold me
travelling with Colonel Moyland, whom his
Excellency had given me, in {pight of my-
felf, as 2 companion, and whom I thould
have been glad to have feen_ at a diftance,
for one cannot be too much at one’s eafe in
travelling. In fuch fituations, however, we
mutft do the beft we can. I began to quef-
tion him, he to anfwer me, and the con-
verfation gradually becoming more intereft-
ing, I found I had to do witha vcry'gallant
and intelligent man, who had lived long in
Europe, and who has travelled through the
greateft part of America. I found him per-
fe&tly polite; for his politenefs was not
troublefome, and I foon conceived .a great
friendthip for him. Mr. Moyland is an
Irith Catholic ; one of his brothers is Ca-
tholic Bithop of Cork, he has four others,
two of whom are merchants, one at Cadiz,
the other at L’Orient ; the third is in Ireland

with
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with his family ; and the fourth is intend-
ed for the priefthood. * As for himfelf, he
came to fettle in America fome years ago,

' where

* T was acquainted with four brothers of this fa.
n_ﬁjy'; they were all amiable, fenfible and lively men,
and remarkably a&tive artd ufeful in'therevolution,
The Colonel, in the military line ; another brother,
whom'I fuppofe to hayve been the merchant at Cadiz,
was afterwards in America, and clothlcr general to
the army ; another is a lawyer at Phlladelplua, and
Mr. Moyland, who is lately dead at L’Oricnt, was
fingularly ufeful in ‘the year 1777, by managing a
ireaty between the American Commiffioners and the
Farmers General of France, for an annual fupply of
tobacco from America, which he concluded, during
Lord Starinont’s refidence at the Court of France, and
many months previous to the open rupture with that
Court. I fpeak of this with perfonal knowledge of
the fa&, nor was it fo fecret as ;to have -efcaped the
Englith Ambaflador, or the wigilant Mr. Furih.
“There could not be a more dire& attack on Eng-
1and, and Englifh claims, than this tranfa@ion, which
muff have had the fanftion of the French Govern-
auent, yet England was lulledto flecp by her Mini-
fters, or rather was forinfatuated as to thut her cars
againft the moft intercfting truths. I could fay
tmuch more on this fubjeét, but why enter into dif-
<uflions which have long ceafed to beeither feafon-
able or ufeful ? England was, literally, in the cafe of
the Duos Dius vult perdere. TRANSLATOR,
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where he wasat firft.engaged.in commerce ;
he then fervcd in the army as Aide de Camp
to the General, and has merited the .com-
mand of the hght cavalry Durmg thc war
he marned the daUghtcr of a'rich merchant
in the Jcrfeys, who lived formcr]y at New.
York, and who now .refides on an eftate at
a little diftance from the road we were to
pafs the next.day. He propofed to me to
go and fleep there, or at leatt to take a din-
ner ; I begged to be excufed, from the fear
of being obliged to pay compliments, of
ftraightening others, or of being myfelf
ftraightened ; he did not infift, fo that I
purfued my journey, fometimes through
fine woods, at others through well cultivat=
ed lands, and villages inhabited by' Dutch
families. One of thefe  villages, which
forms a little townfhip, bears the beautiful
name of Troy. Here the country is more
open and continues fo to Morris-Town,
This town, celebrated by the winter quat-
ters of 1779, is about three and twenty
miles from Prakenefs, the name of the head
quarters from whence I came: It is {ituated
on a height, at the foot of which runs the

rivulet
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rivulet called Vipenny River ; the houfes afc
handfome and well built, there are about
66 or 80 round the Meeting-houfe. I in
tended ftopping at Morris-Town only to
bate my horfes, for it was but half paft two,
but on entering the inn of Mr. Arnold, 1 faw
a dining-room adorned with looking glaffes
and handfome mahogany furniture, and a ta-
ble {pread for twelve perfons. I learnt that all
this preparation was for me; and what affe&t-
ed me more nearly, was to fee a dinner, cor-
refponding with thefe appearances, ready to
ferve up. I was indebted for this to the
goodnefs of General Wafhington, and the
precautions of Colonel Moyland, who had
fent before to acquaint them with my ar-
rival. It would have been very ungraéious
to have accepted this dinner atthe expence of
Mr. Arnold, who is an honeft man and a good
whig, and who has not a particle in com-
mon with Benedict Arnold ; it would have
been ftill more aukward to have paid for .
the banquct without eating it. I therefore
inftantly determined to dine and fleep in
this comfortable inn. The Vicomte de
Noailles, the Comte de Damas, &c. were

expected
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expected to make up the dozen; but thefe
young travellers, who had reckoned during
their ftay with the army, on being witnefies
to fome encounters, were defirous of in-
demnifying themfelves by riding along the
bank of the river, to take a look at York
Ifland, and try if they could not tempt the
enemy to favour them with a few thot. M.
de la Fayette himfelf conduéted them, with
an efcort of twenty dragoons. They de-
ferred for a day therefore their journey to
Philadelphia, and I had no other guefts
but a Secretary and Aide de Camp of M. de
la Fayette, who arrived as I was at table,
well difpofed to fupply the deficiency of
the abfent. _ :
After dinner I had a vifit from General
St. Clair, whom 1 had already feen at the:
army, which he had left the preceding even-
~ ing to fleep at Morris-Town. It was he
who commanded oen Lake Champlain, at the
evacuation of Ticonderoga : a terrible cla-
mour was raifed againft him on that occa-
fion, and he was tried by a council of war,
but lonourably acquitzed,* not only becaufe
Vor. L. T his

- * The terms of his acquittal are—with the highefi
ponour. TRANSLATOR-
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his retreat was attended with the beft con-
fequences ; Burgoyne having been forced
to capitulate ; but becaufe it was proved
that he had been left in want of every thing
neceflary for the defence of the poft en=
trufted to him. He was born in Scotland,
where he has ftill a family and property ;
he is efteemed a good officer, and, if the war
continues, will certainly act a principal part
in the army.*

. I fet out from Morris-Town the 28th, at
eight in the morning, with very lowering
weather, which did not hinder me, how-
ever, from obferving, to the right of the
road, the huts occupied by the troops in
the winter of 1779,—80. Some miles from
thence, we met a man on horfeback, who
came to meet Colonel Moyland with a let-
ter from his wife. After reading it, he
faid to me, with a truly European polite-
nefs, that we muft always obey the wo-

men ;

* General Sinclair’s defence on this trial, which
was lent me by Mr. Arthur Middleton, one of the
Delegates in Congrefs for South Carolina, is an ad.
mirable piece of reafoning and eloquence. '

TRANSLATOR
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men ; that his wife would accept of no ex=
cufe, and expeCted me to dinner; but he
affured me that he would take me by a
road which thould not be a mile out of my
way, whilft my people purfued their jour-
ney, and went to wait for me at Somerfet
Court-houfe. I was now too well acquainted
with my Colohel, and too much pleafed
with him, to refufe this invitation'; I fol-
lowed him, therefore, and after croffing
awood, found myfelf on a height, the po-
fition of which ftruck me at firft fight. I
remarked to Colonel Moyland, that I was
much miftaken if this groand was not well
calculated for an “advantageous camp : he
replied, that it was precifely that of Mid-
dlebrook, where General Wafthington had
ftopped the Englifh in June, 1777, when
Sir William Howe was endeavouring to tra-
verfe the Jerfeys to pafs the Delaware, and
take Philadelpbia. ~ Continuing my jour-
ney, and looking about me as far as my
view would reach, the fhape alone of the
ground made me imagine, that the right
could not be very good ; 1 ther learnt with
pleafure that General Wathington had built

L2 two
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two ftrong redoubts there. The reader
will permit me the following thort reflexi-
on, that the, beft method for military men,
in following on the ground, the campaigns
of great Generals, is not to have the dif-
ferent pofitions pointed out and explained
to them : it is much better, before they
are made acquainted with thefe details, to
vifit the places, to look well about on eve-
ry fide, and to propofe to themfelves' fome
problems on the nature of the ground, and
on the advantages to be derived from it
then to compare ideas with facts, by which
means they will be enabled to rectify one,
and to appreciate the other.

On defcending from the heights, we
turned 2 little to the left, and found our-
felves on the fide of a rivalet, which brought
us into a deep vale. The vatious cafcades
formed by this ftream, in precipitating
itfelf over the rocks ; the ancient fir-trecs
with which 1t is f{urrounded, a part of
which have fallen from age, and lie acrofs
its courfe ; the furnaces belonging to fome
copper mines, half deftroyed by the Eng- "
lith ; thefe ruins of nature, and thefe ra-

vages
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vages of war, compofed the moft poetic,
or according to the Englith expreffion, the
mot romantic picture ; for it is precifely
what is called in England 2 romantic prof-
?gﬁ It is here that Colonel Moyland’s
father-in-law has fitted up a little rural
afylum, where his family go to avoid the
heats of the fummer, and where they fome,
times pafs whole nights in liftening to the
fong of the mocking bird, for the nightins
gale does not fing in America. We know
that great muficians are oftener to, be met
with in the courts of defpots, than in res
publics. Here the fongfter of the pight is
neither the graceful Melica, nor the pathes
tic Tenducei 3 he is the Bouffon Caribald; :
he has no” fong, and confequently no fens
timent peculiar tp himfelf : he counter<
feits in the evening what he has heard in
the day. Has he 11ea:d the lark or the
thruth, it is the lark or the thruth you
hear, Have fome workmen been employ-
ed in the woods, or has he been near their
houfe, he will ﬁncr precifely as they do.
If they are Scotchmcn, he will repeat
you the air of fome gentle and plaintive
Ligi o tale;

4
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tale ; if they are Germans, you will dif-
cover the clumfy gaiety of a Swabian, or
Alfatian.  Sometimes he cries like a child,
at others he langhs like a young girl : no-
thing, in thort, .is more entertai_ning.than
this comic bird ; but he performs only
in fummer, and fo it happened that I ne-
ver had the good fortune to hear him.*
After travelling two miles in this fort
of gorge, the woods begin to open, and
we foon found ourfelves beyond the moun-
tains. On the brow of thefe mountains,
to the fouth, were the huts occupied by
a part of the army in 1779, after the
battle of Monmouth, We foon arrived at
Colenel Moyland’s, or ‘rather at Colonel
Vanhorn’s, his father-in-law. This manor
is'in a beautiful fituation ; it is furround-
ed by fome trees, the approach is decorated
with a grafs plot, and if it was better taken
care of, one would think ones-felf in ‘the
neighbourhood of London, rather than in
that of New York.” Mr,  Vanhorn came
. ' to

"% The Tranflator, as well as moft travellers in
Amierica, particularly in the middle ftates, can teflify
the accuracy of this account, TRANSLATOR,
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to meet me : he is a tall, lufty man, near
fixty years of age, but vigerous, hearty,
and good humoured ; he is called Colonel
from the ftation he held in -the militia,
-under the Englith government. He refign-
‘ed fome time before the war : he was then
a merchant and cultivator, paffing the win-
ter at New York, and the fummer in the
country ; but fince the war he has quitted
-that town, and ‘retired to' his manor, al-
“ways faithful to his country, without ren-
dering himfelf odious to the Englith, with’
‘whom he has left two of his fons in the
Jamaica trade, but who, if the war conti-
nues, are to {ell their property and come
‘and’ live with their father. " Nothing can
prove more ftrongly the integrity of his
condu&, than the efteem in which he is
held by both parties.  Situated at ten miles
from Staten lfland, near to Rariton, Amboy,
and’ Brunfwick, he has frequently found
himfelf in the midft of the theatre of war;
fo that he has fometimes had the Ameri-
cans with him, fometimes the Englifh. It
‘even happened to him once in the fame
day, to givea breakfaft to Lord Cornwallis

L 4 : and



152 TRAVELS IN

and a dinner to General Iincolu. Lord
Cornwallis, informed that the latter had
flept at Mr. Vanhorn’s, came to take him
by furprife ; but|Lincoln, getting intelli-
gence of his defign, retired into the woods.
Lord Cornwallis, aftonifhed not to find
him, afked if the American General was
not concealed in his houfe : ¢* No,” repli-
ed Mr. Vanhorn, bluntly. ¢ On. your
honour " fays Cornwallis.. ¢ On ‘my ho-
nour, and if you doubt it, here are the
keys, you may fearch every where.” ¢ I
thall take your word for it,” faid Lord
Cornwallis, and afked for fome breakfaft ;
an hour afterwards he returned to the ar-
my. Linceln, who was concealed at no
great diftance, immediately returned, and
dined quietly with his hofts.

The acquaintance I made with Mr. Van-
horn being very prompt and cordial, he
condu&ed me to the parlour, where I found
his wife, his three daughters, a young lady
of the ncighbourhood, and two young of-
ficers.  Mrs. Vanhorn isan old lady, wha,
from her countenance, her drefs, and her

dq-;
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deportment, perfeGly refembled a pi&ture
of Vandyke. She does the honours of the
table with exactnefs, helps every body with-
out faying 2 word, and the reft of the time
is like a family portrait,  Her three daugh‘
ters are not amifs : Mrs. Moyland, theeld=
eft, is fix ‘months advanced in her preg-
nancy ; the youngelt only twelve years old,
but the fecond is marriageable. She ap-
peared to be on terms of great familiarity
with one of the young officers, who was
ina very elegant undrefs, forming a good
reprefentation of an agreeable country fquire;
at table he picked her nuts for her, and
often took her hands. « T imagined that he
was an intended hufband 5 but the other
officer, with _whom_I had the opportunity
of converfing as he accompanied us in the
evening, told me that he did not believe
there was any idea of marriage between
them. I mention thefe trifles only to
{hew the extreme liberty that prevails Be...
tween the two fexes, as long as they are
unmarried. It is no crime for a girl to
embrace a young man ; it would bea very
heinous one for a married woman even to

fhew
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thew a defire of pleafing.* Mrs, Carter,
a handfome young woman, whofe hufband
8
* Though this freedom prevaxls amongft all ranks,
jtis particularly ftriking amongft the middling claffes
and common people. Not to fpeak of the New
England bundling, a praétice which has been fo of.
ten mentioned, the Tranflator has feen a grave Qua.
ker and his wife fitting on their bench at their door,
asis the cuftom at Philadelphia in the fummer even-
ings; and along fide of them the ’préntice boy of
fixteen, and the fervant girl, or perhaps one of the
daughters of the family, not only kiffing and em.
bracing each other, but proceeding to fuch familiari-
ties as would thock modefty, and draw down the
vengeance of the virtuous citizen of London;and all
this, not only without reprehenfion, but even with
marks of complacency on the part of the good old
folks. Even the laft jh_p,, is no eflential blemith in
the cHaratter of the frail fair one. Both fexes arrive
early at puberty, their conftitutions are warm, there
are few reftraints, and they lofe no time in compleat-.
ing the great obje&, thefpopulatlon of the country.
TRANSLATOR,

+ Mus. Carter is the daughter of General Schuyler,
and is now called Church ; her hufband, AMr. Foby
Barker Church, having re-affumed his real name on
his return to England fince the peace. He isan Eng.
lith gentleman of a very refpeétable family and con.
ne&tions ; but having been unfortunate in bufinefs
in London, in the outfet of life, retired to Ameri-
€a, where, from his known principles, he was re.
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is concerned in furnithing our army with
'proviﬁoﬁs, and lives at prefent at Newport,
told me,” that gomg down one morning in-
to her hulband’s office;. not much decked
out, but in 2 rather elegant French undrefs,
2 farmer of the Maffachuflet’s State, who'was
there on bufinefs, feemedfurprifed at fee-
ing her, and alked who ‘that young lady
was. On being told, Mré. Carter—¢< dye!”
faid he; loud enough for her to hear him,
“ A wife and a mother, trulyy bas no 5@6;;?/}
t0 be fo well drcff 3

At three o'clock I got on horfeback,
with Colonel Moyland, and Captain Herne,
one of the young officers 1had dined with.
He is in the light cavalry, and confés

: fequcntly

ceived as a good whig. He took the name of Carter,
that his friends might hear nothing of him, until by
his induftry he had retrieved his affairs.  His aétivi-
ty in the revolution, brought him acquainted with
General Schuyler, whofe daughter he foon after mar-
ried ; and on the arrival of the French troops, got
a principal thare of the contraét for fupplying them,
in conjunétion with Col. Wadfworth. Since the
war he has returned to Europe, with a very confider-
.able fortune, fettled all his affairs, and ‘is happily
and honoumbly reftored to his friends and family.
TRANSLATOR,
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quently in Colonel Moyland’s regiment,
His fize and figure, which I had already
remarked, appeared to {till more advantage
on horfeback. I obferved that he was
feated in a very noble and cafy manner,
and in perfet conformity to our principleg
of horfemanthip. I afked him where he
had ftudied horfemanthip, he told me -at
his own regiment ; that his defire to teach
the foldiers induced him  to_ legrn it; and
that he made it his bufinefs to fendeg-
them as expert in the exercife ‘as himfelf,
Though but one and twenty, he had al-
ready acquired great experience, and dif-
tinguithed himfelf the preceding year, in
.an affair, where a {mall body of American
light horfe beat a much more confiderable
one of Englith dragoons. I bad a long
converfation with him, and he always
fpoke to me with a modefty, and a grace
which would be favourably received by all
the military in Europe, and which, to al]
appearance, would be as fuccefsful at Paris
as 'in camps.
~ We had fcarcely proceeded’ three miles,
before we found ourfelves in the Prince~
Tow.g
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Town road, and on the banks of the Rari-
ton, which may be eafily paffed by ford-
ing, or over a wooden bridge. Two miles
farther we crofled the Mi/lffone, the left
bank of which we followed to Somerfet
Court-houfe. Of all the parts of America
I had hitherto paffed through, this is the
moft open ; we meet with handfome little
plains here, where from fifteen to twenty
thoufand men might be encamped. Gene-~
ral Howe had not lefs when he paflfed the
Rariton in 1777. His right was fupported-
by a wood, beyond which runs the Mill-
ftone ; his left alfo extended towards other
woods. General Wathington at that time
occupied the camp at Middlebrook, and
General Sul/ivan, at the head of only 1500
men, was fix miles from the army, and
three miles from the left of the enemy.
In this pofition he was near enough to ha-
rafs them, without committing himfelf,
as he had in his rear the mountains of
Saourland. They who, in the lat war,
have pafled through Seourland, will eafily
conceive that the country to which the
German emigrants haye given this name,

is
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is not very eafy of accefs. I found my fuite
at Somerfet Court-houfe, where they were
waiting for me in a pretty good inn, but
as there was ftill fome daylight, and 1 had
calculated my next day’s journey, which
required that I fhould gain fomething in
the prefent, I determined to proceed fur-
ther. The night, which foon came on,
prevented me from making any more ob-
fervations on the country. After once
more pafling the Millftone, and getting
well out of a herrible flough, we halted
at Gregg-Town, where we flept at Skil-
man’s tavern, an indifferent inn, but kept
by very obliging people. Captain Herne
continued his route. Our next day’s ride
prefented us with very interefting objects :
we were to fee two places which will be
for ever dear to the Americans, fince it was
there the firft rays of hope brightened upon
them, or, to exprefs it more properly, that
the fafety of the country was effetted.
Thefe celebrated places are Prince-Town,
and Trenton. 1 fhall not fay I went to fee
them, for they lay precifely in the road,
Let the reader judge then how much I was

out
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out of humour, on feeing fo thick a fog
rifing, as to prevent me from diftinguithing
obje&s at fifty paces from me; but I was
in a country where one muft defpair of
nothing. The fortune of the day was like
that of America; the fog fuddenly dif-
perfed, and Ifound myfelf travelling on
the right bank of the Millftone, in a nar-
row valley. Two miles from Gregg-Town
we quit this valley, and mount the higheft
of Rockey-Hill, where are a few houfes.
King’s-Town is a mile farther, but ftill on
the Millftone ; the Muidenbead road ends
here, and its communication 1s facilitated
by a bridge built over the rivulet. It is
here that General Wathington halted after
the affair of Prince Town. After march-
ing from midnight until two o'clock in
the afternoon, almoft continually fighting
he wifhed to collect the troops, and give
them fome reft; he knew, however, that
Lord Cornwallis was following him on the
Maidenhead road ; but he contented himfelf
with taking up fome planks of the bridge,
and as foon as he faw the vanguard of the
Englith appear, he continued his maich
quictly towards Middlebrook. Beyond

: King’s-
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King’s-Town, the country begins to open,
and continues {0 to Prince-Town. 'This
town is fituated on a fort of platform not
much elevated, but which commands on
all fides: it has only one ftreet formed by
the high road; there are about fixty or
eighty houfes, all tolerably well built, but
little attention is paid them, for that is
immediately attracted by an immen{e build-
ing, which is vifible at a confiderable dif-
tance. It is a college built by the ftate of
Jerfey fome years before the war; as this
building is only remarkable from its fize,
it is unneceflary to defcribeit ; the reader
will only recolle@, when I come to fpeak
of the engagement, that it is on the left
of the road in going to Philadelphia, that
it is fituated towards the middle of the
town, on a diftiné fpot of ground, and
that the entrance to it is by a large fquare .
court furrounded with lofty palifades. The
objet which excited my curiofity, though
very foreign from letters at that moment,
brought me to the very gate of the college.
I difmounted for a moment to vifit this
vaft edifice, and was foon joined by Dr.
Witherfpoon, Prefident of the univerfity,
? He
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He is a man of at leaft fixty, is a member
of Congrefs, and much refpe@ed in this
country. In accofting me he fpoke French,
but I eafily perceived that he had acquired
his knowledge of that language, frem
reading, rather than converfation; which
did not prevent me, however, from anfwer-
ing him, and continuing to converfe with
him in French, for I faw that he was well
pleafed to difplay what he knew of it.
T'his is an attention which cofts little, and
is too much negleted in a foreign country.
To reply in Englith to a perfon who fpeaks
French to you, is to tell him you do not
know my language fo well as I do yours:
in this, too, one is not unfrequently mif-
taken. As for me, I always like better to
have the advantage on my fide, and to
fight on my cwn ground. I converfed in
French, therefore, with the Prefident, and
from him I learnt that this college is a
complete univerfity 5 that it can contain
two hundred ftudents, and more, includa
ing the out boarders : that the diftribution
of the ftudies is formed fo as to make only
one clafs for the Aumanities ; which cor-

Vor. L. M refponds
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refponds with our firft four claffes; that
two others are deftined to the perfecting
the youth in the ftudy of Latin and Greek;
a fourth to natural Philofophy, Mathe-
matics, Aftronomy, &c. and a fifth to
moral Philofophy. Parents may fupport
their children at this college at the annual
expence of forty guineas. Half of this fum
is appropriated to lodgings and mafters;
the reft is fufficient for living, either in.
the college, or at.board in private houfes
in the town. This ufeful eftablithment
has fallen into decay fince the war; there
were only forty ftadents when I faw it,
A handf{ome colle&tion of books had been
made ; the greateft part of which has been
embezzled. The Englith even carried off
from the chapel the portrait of the King
of England, alofs for which the Americans
-éaﬂ]y confoled themfelves, declaring they
would have no King among(t them, not
even a painted one. There flill remains
a very beautiful aftronomical machine;
but as it was then out of order, and dif-
fers in mno refpedt from that I faw after-
-wards in Philadelphia, I fhall take no no-

tice
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tice of it.* I confefs alfo that I was rather
anxious to examine the traces of General
Wathington, in a country where every ob-
je& reminded me of his fucceffes. I paf=
fed rapidly thercfore from Parnaflus to
the ficld of Mars, and from the hands of
Prefident Witherfpoon 4 into thofe of

M2 Colonel

* # This is the celebrated Orrery of Rittenboufe, the
fuppofed deftruétion of which made fo much noife at
the beginning of the civil war, and fullied the Englifh
name in the eyes of all enlightened Europe.
Juftice, however, requires from the Tranflator to
declare, that from his enquiries, and examination
on the fpot, the report had no other foundation
than, ' that they intended to remove, and fend it as
a prefent to the King. * It may poffibly be faid, and
would to God that fuch aconjefture were not too
well warranted by the whole condu& of the war,
that to this motive only may be attributed its pre-
fervation ; however that may be, their fudden dif-
lodgement from Prince-Town preferved the Orrery,
and, as far as that goes, the national charaéter.
TRrRANSLATOR.
+ This gentleman is fo well known in Europe
as torender it unneceflary to enter into any particu-
lars refpe&ing him. He certainly played a much
more important part on the theatre of this grand
revolution, than by heading the low church party,
as it is called in Scotland, and difplaying his elo~
quence, as I have feen him, at prefbyteries and
fynods.. TRANSLATOR.
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Colonel Moyland. They were both equally
upon their own ground ; fo that while one
was pulling me by the right arm, telling
me, Here is the philofophy clafs; the
other was plucking me by the left, to
thew me where one hundred and eighty
Englith laid down their arms.

Every perfon who, fince the commence-
ment of the war, has only given himfelf
the trouble of reading the Gazettes, may
recolle&t that General Wathington fur-
prized the town of Trenton the 25th of
December, 1776 ; that, immediately after
this expedition, he retired to the other
fide of the Delaware, but that having re-
ceived a f{mall addition to his force, he
repaficd the river a fecond time, and en-
camped at Trenton. Lord Cornwallis had
now colleéted his troops, before difperfed,
in winter quarters. He marched againft
Wathington, who was obliged to place
-the AfJampik, or river of Trenton, between
the enemy and him. By this means the
town was divided between the twq
Tarmies; the Americans ocbupying the left
-bank: of the creek, and the Englith the
* right.



NORTH-AMERICA. 165

right. Lord Cornwallis’s army was receiv-
ing hourly reinforcements; two briagdes
from Brunfwick were expe&ted to join
him, and he only waited their arrival to
make the attack.* General Wathington,
on the other hand, was deftitute of pro-
vifions, and cut off from all communica~
tion with the fertile country of the Jerfeys,
and the four eaftern ftates. Such was his
pofition, when, on the fecond of January,
at one o’clock in the morning, he ordered
the fires to be well kept up, and fome
foldiers to be left to take care of them,
whilft the remainder of the army fhould
march by the right, to fall back afterwards
on the left, pafs the rear of the Englifth
army, and enter the Jerfeys. It was necef-
Mj fary
* Lord Cornwallis made one or two attempts
to force the fmall ftone bridge over the creck at
Trenton, but was fo galled by a {mall battery which
commanded it, and a bedy of chofen men, placed
by General Wathington in the Mill-houfe, thathe
gave up the attempt, from a contempt of his enemy;
looking upon them, as his certain prey, their retreat
over the Delaware, then full of ice, being im-
praéticable ; for the fame reafon, probably, he made
no attempt to crofs the creck in any other part.
TRANSLATOR.
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fary to throw themfelves: confiderably to
the right, in order to reach Allens-Town,
and the fources of the Aflampik, and then
to fall on Prince-Town. - About a mile
from this town, General Wathington’s van-
guard, on entering the main road, fell in
with Colonel Mawhood, who was march-
ing quictly at the head of his regiment in
his way to Maidenhead, and thence to
Trenton.  General Mercer immediately
attacked him, but was repulfed by the
enemy’s fire ; he then attempted to charge
with the bayonet, but unfortunately, in
leaping a ditch, was furrounded and put to
the fword by the Englith.. The troops,
who were in general militia, difcouraged
By the lofs of .their commander, retreated
into the woods, to wait for the remainder
of the army, which arrived foon after: but
Colonel Mawhood had continued his route
to Maidenhead, fo that General Wafhing-
ton had only to do with the forty-eighth
regiment, part of which had appeared up-
on the main road on the firft alarm of the
attack. He pufhed thefe troops vigour-
onfly, difperfed them, and made fifty or

fixty
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fixty prifoners. General Sullivan, how-
ever, was advancing rapidly, leaving on
his left the Prince-Town road, with the
defign of turning that town, and of cut-
ting off the retreat of the troops, who oc-
cupied it, to Brunfwick. Two hundred
Englith had thrown themfelves into a
wood by which he was to pafs, but they
did not long hold it, and returned in dif-
order to Ngffau-ball, the name of the col-
lege I bhave been fpeaking of, This they
ought to have taken pofleffion of, and have
there made a vigourous defence. To all
appearance their officers were bewildered,
for inftead of entering the houfe, or even
the court, they remained in afort of wide
{treet, where they were furrounded and
obliged to lay down their arms, to the
number of one hundred and eighty, not
including fourteen officers. As for General
Wathington, after taking or difperfing
every thing before him, he colle&ted his
troops, marched on to King’s-Town, where
bhe halted, as I have already mentioned, and
continued his route towards Middlebrook ;
-baving thus marched near thirty miles in

M 4 one
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one day, but fill regretting that his trooops
were too much fatigued to proceed to
Brunfwick, which he could have taken
without any difficulty. Lord Cornwallis
had now nothing left but to haften thither
as faft as poffible with his whole army.
From this moment, Pennfylvania was in
fafety, the Jerfeys were evacuated, and the
Englifh reduced to the towns of Brunfwi;k
and Amboy, where they were obliged to
at always on the defenfive, not being able
to ftir, nor even to forage, without being
driven back, and roughly handled by the
militia of the country. Thus we fee that
the great events of war are not always great
battles, and humanity may receive fome
confolation from this fole reflexion, that
the art of war is not neceffarily a fan-
guinary art, that the talents of the com-
manders {pare the lives of the foldiers,
and enat ignorance alone is prodigal of
glood.

The affair of Trenton, whence this ori-
ginated, coft no dearer, and was perhaps
more glorious, without being more ufeful.
Addjfon faid, in vifiting the different monu-

ments
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ments of Italy, that he imagined himfelf
treading on c/affic ground ; all my fteps were
on martial ground, and I was in the fame
morning to fee two fields of battle. Iar-
rived early at Trenton, having remarked
nothing interefting on the road, unlefs it be
the beauty of the country, which every
where correfponds with the reputation of
the Jerfeys, called the garden of America.
On approaching Trenton, the road defcends
a little, and permits one to fee at the eaft
end of the town the orchard where the
Heflians haftily colle&ted, and furrendered
prifoners. This is almoft all that can be
faid of this affair, which has been amplifi-
ed by the Gazettes on one fide and the
other. 'We know that General Wathing-
ton, at the head only of three thoufand
men, pafled the Delaware in dreadful wea-
ther, on the night of the 24th and 25th of
December ; that he divided his troops into
two columns, one of which made a circuit
to gain a road upon the left leading to the
Maidenhead-road, whilt the other marched
along the river, ftraight to Trenton; that
the main guard of the Heffians was furprif-

ed,
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ed, and that the brigade had fearcely time
to get under arms. The park of artillery
was near a church, they were attempting to
harncﬁs the horfes, when the American van-
guard, Wthh had forced the piquet, fired
on, and killed almotft all of them. General
“’amington arrived with the right column;
the Heflians were f{urrounded, and fired a
few random fhot, without order. General
Waﬂ)ihgtdn {uffered them to do fo, but he
availed himfelf of the firft moment of the
{lackening of their fire, to fend an officer who
fpoke French to them, for our language
fupplies the want of all others. ‘The Hef-
fians hearkened very willingly to his propo-
fal. 'The General promifed that the effects
they had left in their houfes thould not be
pillaged, ‘and they foon laid down their
arms, which they had fcarcely had time to
take up. Their pofition was certainly not
a good one ; nor can I conceive it poffible
that this could bea field of battle fixed up-
onin cafe of an alarm. They would haye
hada fure retreat by pafling the bridge over
the creek at the fouth end of the ‘town, but
the vanguard of the right column had got

. poffefiion
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poITefﬁon of it. Such,ina few words, was
this event, whxch is neither honourable nm-
difhonourable for the Heffians ; but which
proves that no troops exifting can be rcck-

oned on, when they fuffer tl:cmfclves to be
furprized.

After viewing fo many battles, it was bu:
right to think of dinner. Ifound my head
quarters well eftablifhed in a good inn kept
by Mr. Williams. ‘The fign of this inn is
a philofophical, or, if you will, a political
emblem. It reprefents a beaver at work,
with his little teeth, to bring down a large
tree, and underneath is written, perfe-
verando. 1 had {fcarce alighted from my
horfe, before 1 received a vifit from Mr.
Livinglton, * Governor of the Jerfeys. He
is an old man much refpected, and who
pafles for a very fenfible .man. He was

pleafed

* This gentleman was fo aftive and ufeful in the
revolution, that he was long the marked objeft of
tory vengeance, he was obliged, for many months,
to thift his quarters every day, and under the necef-
fity of fleeping every night in a different place ; but
nothing could abate his zeal, he never quitted his
government, and was indecfatigable in his exertions
to animate the people. TRANSLATOR,
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pleafed to accompany me in a little walk T
took before dinner, to examine the environs
of the town, and fee the camp occupied by
the Americans before the affair of Prince-
Town. Ireturned to dinner with Colonel
Moyland, Mr. de Gimat, and two Aides de
Camp of M. de la Fayette, who arrived
fome time before me. We were all ac-
quainted, very happy to meet together and
to dine at our eafe, when a Juftice of the
Peace, who was at Trenton on bufinefs, and
a Captain of the American artillery, came
and fat down to table with us, without any
ceremony; it being the cuftom of the coun-
try for travellers, when they meetat the hour
of dinner, to dine together. The dinner,
of which1 did the honours, was excellent ;
but they did'not feem to know that it was
Iwho had ordered it. There was wine at
table, a very rare and dear article in Ameri-
ca; they drank moderately of it, and rofe
from table before us. 1 had given orders
that the dinner fhould be charged to me;
‘they learnt this on going out, but fet off
‘without faying a word to me on the fubje&,
I have often had occafion to obferve, that

there
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there is more of ceremony than compli~
ment in America. All their politenefs is
mere form, fuch as drinking healths to the
company, obferving ranks, giving up the
right hand, &c. But they do nothing of
this but what has been taught them, not a
particle of it is the refult of fentiment ; ina
word, politenefs here is like religion in Italy,
every thing in practice, but without any
principle.

At four o’clock I fet out, after feparating,
but not without regret, from the good Colo-
nel Moyland. I took the road to Briftol,
crofling the river three miles below Tren-
ton. Six miles from thence you pafs a
wood ; and then approach the Delaware,
which you do not quit till you arrive at Brif-
tol. It was night when I got to this town.
The inn 1 alighted atis kept by a Mr. Benezet,
of French extraltion, and of a very refpec-
table Quaker family ; but he isa deferter
from their communion. He is of the
church of England, and has retained none of
the acknowledged principles of his brethren,
except that of making you pay dearer than

~other people: in other refpeéts his inn is
handfome,
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handfome, the windows look upon the
Delaware, and the view from them is fu-
perb 3 for this river is nearly a mile broad,
and flows through a very delightful coun=
try. *
1 left Briftol the j0th of November, be-
tween nine and ten in the morning, and ar-
rived at Philadelphia at two. The road
leading to this city is very wide and hand- -
fome; one paffes through {everal {mall
towns or villages, nor can one go five hun-
dred paces without feeing beautiful coun-
try houfes. As you advance you find a
richer and better cultivated country, with
a great number of orchards and paftures ;
every thing, in fhort, anfwers the neigh-
bourhood of a large town, and this road is
not unlike thofe round London. Four
: miles

# This landlord, like his brethren at Richmond
and Shooter’s-hill, makes his guefts pay for the prof-
pe&, and he has the fame temptations ; the ride from
‘Philadelphia here on parties of pleafure being very
common in fummer, and the fituation' of his houfe’
on the great road to the Jerfeys, and the northe
ward, always enfuring him a number of travellers,

TRANsLATOR,
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miles from Briftol you pafs the creek of
Nefbaminy over a ferry. It is pretty large
and runs in fuch a direGion as to form a
fort of peninfula of the country between it
and the Delaware. It had ftruck me from
the view of the country, and from in-
fpe@ing the chart, that on the retreat of
Clinton, General Wathington might have
paffed the fources of this river, and marched
along it towards the Delaware. It would
have covered his right flank, and, by
this precaution, he would have been at
liberty to have approached the Dela-
ware, and to have crefled it as foon as
Clinton. Mr. de Gimat, to whom I made
this obfervation, an{fwered me, that General
Wafthington never being fure of the moment
when the Englith would evacuate Phila~"
delphia, was afraid of quitting Lancafter,
where he had all his magazines. The town
of Frankfort, which is about fifteen miles
from Briftol, and five from Philadelphia, is
pretty. confiderable. A creck runs in the
front of this town, over which are two ftone
bridges; for it divides itfelf into two
branches, one of which appeared to me to be

artiﬁcial,
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artificial, and deftined to turna great numbeg
of mills, that furnifh Philadelphia with
flour. Thefe mills, {o neceflary for the
fubfiftence of the two armies, made the
town of Frankfort for a long time an object
of contentlon, which brought on {everal
fkirmithes; but the pofition is {uch as to
be advantageous to neither party, for the
river runsin a bottom, and the ground is of
an equal elevation on both fides.

The nearer you approach to Philadelphia,
the more you difcover the traces of the war,
The ruins of houfes deftroyed, or burnt,
are the monuments the Englith have
left behind them ; but thefe ruins prefent
only the image of a tranfient misfortune,
and not that of long adverfity. By the
fide of thefe ruined edifices, thofe which
ftill exift proclaim profperity and abun-
dance. You imagine you fee the country
after a ftorm, fome trees are overthrown,
but the others are ftill cloathed with flow-
cers and verdure. Before you enter Phila-
_delphia, you ‘traverfe the lines thrown up
by the Englifh in the winter of 1777—8 ;
they are ftill difcoverable in many place,

The
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The part of the lines T now faw, is that of
the right, the flank of which is fupported
by a large redoubt, or fquare battery, which
commands 2lfo the river. Some parts of
the parapet have been conftrued with an
elegance which encreafes labour, more than
it fortifies the work : they are made in the
form of a_faw, that is to fay, compofed of a
feries of {inall redans, each of which is ca-
pable only of containing three men. As
foon as I had paffed thefe lines, my eye was
ftruck with feveral large buildings; the
two principal were a range of barracks con-
ftructed by the Englith, and a large hofpital
lately built at the expence of the Quakers.
Infenfibly I found myfelf in the téwn, and
after following three or four very wide
ftreets, perfe&ly ftraight, I arrived at the
gate of M. le Chevalier de la Luzerne.

It was juft twenty days fince Ileft New-
port, during which time I had only ftayed
one at Voluntown, and three at the Ame-
rican army. I was not forry therefore to
get into quarters of refrethment, and counld
not defire any more agreeable than the
houfe of the Chevyalier de la Luzerne. I

Vor. L, N had



178 TRAVELS 1IN

had a great deal of time to converfe witls
him before dinner; for at Philadglphia, as
in London, it is the cuftom to dine at five,
and frequently at fix. I fhould have liked
it as well Had the company been not fo
numerous, as to oblige me to make ac-
quaintance with apart of the town; but
our minifter maintains a confiderable ftate,
and gives frequently great dinners, fo that
it is difficult not to fall into this fort of
ambufcade. The guefts, whofe names I
recolle&®, were Mr. Governour Morris, * a
young man full of wit and vivacity, but
unfortunately maimed, having loft a leg by
accident. His friends congratulated him
on this event, faying that, now he would
wholly dedicate himf{elf to public bufinefs.
Mr. Powel, a man of confiderable fortune,

without

* This gentleman loft his leg by & fall from a
phacton. He is a man of exquifite wit, and an
excellent underftanding. An admirable companion
at the table, and the toilet, he was in univerfal
requeft ; he was in all the fecrets of his namefake
the financier, and refined in the dark hiftory of
political intrigue. Notwithftanding his misfortune,
Nature did not form him for ina&ivity.

TRANSLATOR.
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without taking any part in the govern«
ment, his attachment to the common caufe,
having appeared hitherto rather equivocal.
Mr. Pendleton, Chief Juftice of South Caro-
lina, a remarkably tall man, with a ve
diftinguithed countenance; he had the”
courage to hang three tories at Charles-
Town, a few days before the furrender -of
the town, and was accordingly ‘in great
danger of lofing his life, had he not efcap-
ed out of the hands of the Englith, though
comprized in the capitulation. Colonel
Laurens, fon of Mr. Laurens, late Pre-
fident of Congrefs, and now a prifoner in
the Tower of London; he fpeaks very good
French, which is not furprizing as he
was educated at Geneva; but it is to his
honour, that being married in London,
he fhould quit England to ferve America ;
he has diftinguifhed himfelf on feveral oc-
cafions, particularly at German-Town where
he was wounded.* Mr, #hite,f+ Chap-
N a Jain

* Among the numerous traits that might be
cited to do honour to this illufirious young man,
fo prematurely, and unfortunately loft to his family

-

-
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lain to Congrefs, a handfome man, and
of 2 mild and tolerant chara@er. General
Mifliin,

and his country, the Tranflator has feleéted the
following ; extralied from the ‘fournals of Congrefs.—

Thurfday Noyember, §, 1778.
Refolved,

¢ That John Laurens, Efq. Aide de Camp to
General Wathington, be prefented with a conti.
nental commiffion of Lieutenant Colonel, in teftis
mony of the fenfe which Congrefs entertain of hisg
patriotic and fpirited fervices as a volunteer in the
American army, and of his brave conduét in feveral
afions, particelarly in that of Rhode Hland on the
2qth of Auguft laft; and that General Wafhington
be direfted, whenever an opportunity fhall offer,
to give Lieutenant Colonel Laurens command

agreeable to his rank.”
Friday, November 6, 1778,
¢ A letter of this day from Lieutenant Colonel
¢ John Laurens was read,” exprefling ¢ his gratie
¢¢ tude for the unexpeted honour which Congrefs
“ were pleafed to confer on him by the refolitions
¢ paffed yefterday, and the high fatisfaltion it
¢ would have afforded him, could he have accepted
¢¢ it without injuring the rights of the officers in
¢ the line of the army, and doing an evident in-
¢¢ juftice to his colleagues in the family of the
‘¢ commander in chief: that having been a fpec.
¢¢ tator of the convulfions occafioned in the army
“ by difputes of rank, he holds the tranquillity of it

-
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" Mifflin,} whofe talents have fhone alike
in war and politics 3 he has been Quarter~
N3 Mafter

-
-~

too dear to be inftrumental in difturbing it; and
«¢ therefore entreating Congrefs to fupprefs the
"« Refolve of yefterday, ordering him a Commiffion
“* of Lieutenant Colonel; and to accept his fincere
¢ thanks for the intended honour.” Whercupon
Refolved, That Congrefs highly approve the
difinterefted and patrictic principles upon which
Lieutenant Colonel f.aurens has declined to accept
the promotion copferred on him by Congrefs.
TRANSLATOR.

4+ Mr. White is the Clergyman of St. Peter's

church, and brother to Mrs. Morris, the financier’s
lady. TRANSLATOR.

-

1 I had the happinefs of enjoying the particular
acquaintance of the General. He is a {mart, fenfible,
altive and agreeable little man. I never faw him
without thinking of Garrick; he is about the
fame fize and figure, and his countenance fparkles
with fignificance and expreffion. To him and his
brother I am indebted for the moft hofpitable re-
ception, and continued civilities and  attention ;
‘and the General, befides fhewing me on the {pot,
the whole manceuvres of German-Town, and the
proceedings on the Marquis de la Fayette’s expedi-
tion over the Schuylkill, furnithed me with many
intercfting particulars refpe&ing the conduét of the
war. 1 knew there was a difguft, and the canfe of
it, but all his narratives feemed to be thofe of a man
of honour, unmixed with perfonal confiderations,
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Mafter-General of the army ; but quitted
that plece on account of fome preference
fhewn to General Green. Don Francefco
Chargé des Affaires of Spain : and I believe
that 4s all that can be faid of him: M. de
Ternan, a French officer in the fervice of
America; he had been employed in fome
commiffions in Amerlca, and after execut-
ing them, he took to the profeflion of
arms; he is a young man of great wit and
talents ; he draws well, and fpeaks Englifh
like his own language ; he was made pri-

foner.

On fignifying my intention of making a tour into
the iuteriér parts of Penfylvania, he was fo good
‘as to give me the following letter of introduétion,

to his friend Colonel Patton, in cafe I paﬂ'ed by his
neighbourhood. I have preferved it as charac.
teriftic at once of his own franknefs, and Arncncan,
hofpitality.

Dear Patton,

Mr. my particular friend, will favour you
with a vifit at the Spring w—1 have qﬁ'imd bim that b‘
will meet a bearty welcome.

Philadelhia, Yours,

3d May, 1782, - THO. MIFFIN.

TRrRANSLATOR.
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foner at Charles-Town: * the laft whofe
name I recolle@ is Colonel Armand, that
is, M. de la Rouerie, nephew of M. de la
Belinage. He was as celebrated in France
for his paffion for Mademoifelle B----, as
he is in America for his courage and ca=
pacity.+ His family having compelled

% He is at prefent a Colanel in the fervice of
Holland, in the legion of Maillebois.

+ M. Iy Marquis de la Rouerie was then very
young : his fubfequent condu& has proved, that
Nature, in giving a fufceptible and impaffioned
mind, has not made him a prefent likely to be al-
ways fatal to him, glory and honour have employed
all its a&ivity ; and it is an obfervation which merits
to be configned in hiftory, as well as in this Journal,
that carrying with him, as he did to America, all
the heroic courage, and romantic notions of chi-
valry of the ancient French noblefle, he could fo
well conform to Republican manners, that far
from availing himfelf of his birth, be would only
make himf{elf known by his Chriftian name : hence
he was always called Colonel 4rmand. He com-
manded a legion which was deftroyed in Carolina,
at the battle of Camden, and in the remainder of
that unfortunate campaign. In 1781, he went to
France, purchafed there every thing neceffary for
arming and equipping a new legmn, and, on his
return to America, he advanced the coft of them

to Congrefs. Before the peace he was advanced to,
the rank of Brigadicr General.
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him to abandon an attachment the con-
fequences of which thC_y dreaded, he buried
himfelf in a celebrated and profound re-
tirement, (the monefiery of La Trappe. T.)
but he foon quitted it for America, when
he devoted himfelf to a more glorious ab-
ftinence, and to more meritorious mortifi-
cations. His charafter is gay, his wit
agreeable, and nobody would with to fee
him make the vow of filence.

_Such were the guefts with whom I got
acquainted ; for 1 do not fpeak of M. de
Dannemours,Caonful of Frapce, atBaltimore,
M. de Marbois, Secretary of the embafly,
nor of the family of M. de la Luzerne,
which is pretty confiderable. The dinner
was ferved in the American, or if you will,
in the Englith fathion ; confifting of two
courfes, one comprehending the entrées,
the roaft meat, and the warm fide difhes ;
the other, the fweet paftry, and con-
fe&tionary. When this is removed, the cloth
is taken off, and aples, nuts and chefnuts
are ferved : it is then that healths are drank;
“the coffee which comes afterwards ferves
_as afignal to rife from table. Thefe healths
ar
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or toafts, as 1 have already obferved, have
no inconvenience, and only ferve to pro-
long the converfation, which is always
more animated at the end of the repaft ;
they oblige you to commit no -excefs,
wherein they greatly differ from the Gera
man healths, and from thofe we {till give
in our garrifons and provinces. But I find
itan abfurd, and truly barbarous pradice,
the firft time you drink, and at the begin.
ning of dinner, to call out fucceffively te
each individual, to let him know youdrink
his health. The a%or in this ridiculous
comedy is fometimes ready to die with
thirft, whillt he is obliged to enquire the
pames, or catch the eyes of five and twenty
or thirty perfons, and the unhappy perfons
to whom he addreffes himfelf, with im-
patience, for itis certainly not pofiible for
them to beftow a very great attention to
what they are eating, and what is faid to
them, being inceflantly called to on the
right and left, or pulled by the fleeve by
charitable neighbours, who are {o kind as
to acquaint them with the politenefs they
are receiving.  The moft civil of the Ame-

ricansg
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sicans are not content with this general
call ; every time they drink they make
partial ones, for example, four or five per-
fons at a time. Another cuftom compleats
the defpair of poor foreigners, if they be
ever fo little abfent, or have good ap-
petites : thefe general and partial attacks
terminate in downright duels, They call
to you from one end of the table to the
other ; Sir, will you permit me to drink a glafs
of wine with you? This propofal always is
accepted, and does not admit the excufe
of the Great-Coufin, one does not drink
awithout being acquainted. 'The bottle is
then paffed to you, and you muft look
your enemy in the face, for I can give no
other name to the man who exercifes fuch
an empire over my will : you wait till he
likewife has poured out his wine, and taken
his glafs ; you then drink mournfully with
him, as a recruit imitates the corporal in
his exercife. But to do juftice to the Ame-
ricans, ‘they themfelves feel the ridicule of
thefe cuftoms borrowed from Old England,
.andfince laid afide by her.. They purpofeci
to the Chevalier de la Luzerne to difpenfe

with
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with them, knowing that his example

would have great weight ; but he thought

proper to conform, and he did right. The

more the French are known to be in pof=

feflion of giving their cuftoms to other
nations, the more fthould they avoid the
appearance of changing thofe of the Ame-

ricans.  Happy our nation if her Am-

baffadors, and her travellers, had always

fo corre&t an underftanding, and if they

never loft fight of this obfervation, that

of all men, the dancing mafter fhould

have the moft negligent air!

After this dinner, which I may have pof=
fibly fpun out too long, according to the
cuftom of the country, the Chevalier de la
Luzerne took me to make vifits with him.*

The

# The condu& of the Chevalier de la Luzerne in
America juftified every idea that has been formed of
the fuperior fkilland addref(s of the French nation on
embaffies, and in the cabinet. He not only con-
formed to the manners, and cuftoms of the country,
but he ftudied the charaéter of every individual of the
leaft importancé. He rofe early in the morning,
and watched the hour that beft fuited their conveni-
* ence, to wait on the Members of Congrefs, and the
‘leading men of fate ; at dinner he regeived company
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The firft was to Mr. Reed, Prefident of the
State.. This poft correfponds with that of
Governor in the other provinces, but with-

out

of all political complexions, except offenfive tories;
his afternoons were chiefly employed in vifiting the
ladies, and in paffing from one houfe to another ; in
thefe vifits he made no political exceptions, but on
the contrary, paid his court particularly to the ladies
in the fufpefted families, an evidently wife policy ;
in this clafs, he was fuppofed to have a very agreca-
able, as well as ufeful acquaintance, in the two Mifs
C—"s, who put no reftraint upon their tongues,
but were well informed of all the tranfations of their
party. Wherever he could not himfelf be prefent,
Mr. Marbois, and Mr. Ottaw, the Secretaries were
diftributed, fo that you could not make an after-
noon’s vifit to a whig or tery family in the city, with-
out being fure to meet with this political General
or one of his Aides de Camp. When he made a
public entertainment, and the prefence of the tory
ladies gave offence to thofe of the patriotic party, he
- always pleaded ignorance, contrived to fhift the blame
from himfelf, and throw it on the Secretaries, who
were left to fight the battle in the beft way they could
over the tea table ; but all this was carried on with
undefcribable addrefs, and fo managed as to keepall
parties in good humour with him. He indulged every
man’s peculiarities, and beftowed the petites attentions
on all. Itis thus the French maintain their afcen.
gancy in the cabinet, which is worth a thoufand
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out ‘the f{ame authority ; for the Govern-
ment of Penfylvania 1s purely democratic,
confifting

viftories,and theirfuperiorityin the Courts of Europe,
under every varied form of Government, from Hol-
land to Conftantinople. I cannot help contrafting
with this policy, an inftance of Englifh diplomatic
conduét.—A very refpectable fenator of Sweden, pre~
vious to the revolution in that country, told me,
that in a very hard ftruggle, between the Englith
and French parties in the fenate, on fome leading
queftion, the Englith Minifter applied to him in his
turn, for his {uffrage ; on his ftarting fome obje&ion,
the Minifter turned angry, affumed a haughty tone,
and obferved that the Swedes did notknow their true
intereft, that they might do as they thought proper,
that England was the only country that could fupport
them, and left him much out of humour; the fame
language he held to all the fenators. The French
Ambaflador, on the contrary, was paying his court to
each fenator, in his family, diftributing favours, and
making entertainments, and carried his point with
barely infinuating, what would be agreeable to his
Court. Compare this anecdote with the well known
-condu& in Holland, of a Minifter mightily extolled
for his wifdom and experience, Sir Fofeph Yorke,
and his memorials, before the late fatal breach with
that country, and the fuccefs of the Duke de la
Vauguyon, which nothing but fuch haughty, ill-
timed language could have fo rapidly produced,
and judge whether Sir FHilliam Temple would have’
done the fame. TrANsLATOR.
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confifting only of a General Aflembly, op
Houfe of Commons, Who name an execu-
tive Council, compofed of twelve members
poflefling very limited powers, of the exer-
cife of which they are obliged to give an
account to the Affembly, in which they
have ho voice. Mr. Reed has been a Gen-
eral Officer in the American army, and has
given proofs of courage, having had a horfe
killed under him in the fkirmifth near #hite-
marfb. It is he, whom Governor Fobnflone
attempted to corrupt in 1778, when Eng-
land fent Commiffioners to treat with Con-
grefs ; but this attempt was confined to
fome infinuations, entrufted to Mrs. Fer-
gufon. '‘Mr. Reed, who is a fenfible man,
rather of an intriguing character, and above
all eager of popular favour, made a great
clamour, and publithed, and exaggerated
the offers that were made him. The
complaints of Mrs. Fergufon, who found
herfelf committed in this affair, a_public de~
¢laration of Governor Johnftone, whofe ob-
Jje€t was to deny the fais, but which ferved
only to confirm them; various charges,
and reftations, printed and made public,
~ produced
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produced no other effeét than to fecond the
views of Mr. Reed, and to make him at-
tain his end, of playing a leading part in
the country. Unfortunately his preten-
fions, or his intereft led him to declare him=
felf the enemy of Dr. Franklin.® When I
was at Philadelphia, it was no lefs than
matter of queftion to recall that refpectable

man; |

# I make no doubt that the M. dé Chaftellux is
corret in this affertion; but thus much I can fay
from perfonal knowledge, that Mr. Reed is one of
warmeft and moft ftrenuous fupporters of the pre<
fent democratic conftitution of Penfylvania, the
work of Dr. Franklin, and to fubvert which almoft
all the perfonal enenties of Mr. Reed have been la-
bouring for fome years paft. In Philadelphia, in
1782, the parties of conftitutionalifts; and anti-con-=
ftitutionalifts ran fo high, as to occafion frequent
perfonal quarrels. Another fa& is well known to
many perfons in Europe, and to every body in Ame-
rica, that the attack on Dr. Franklin came from a
much more powerful and intriguing quarter than
that of Mr. Reed, who never was of any weight in
Congrefs.  Mr. Reed too was much attached to Gere-
ral Wathington, whom the oppofers of Dr. Frank-
Iin’s conftitution of Penfylvania, afefted to hold
in no very high refpe&. I never exchanged a word

with Mr. Reed, my only wifh is to afcertain ‘the
truth, TRANSLATOR,
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man ; but the French party, or that of Ge=
neral Wathington, or to exprefs it ftill bet-
ter the really patriotic party prevailed, and
the matter finithed by fending an officer to
France to reprefent the wretched ftate of
the army, and to alk for an aid of cloaths,
tents, and money, of which it ftoed in
much need. The choice fell on Colonel

Laurens. *
Mr.,

‘#* Colonel Laurens obtained fix millions of livres
from the French Court, the greateft part of which
was expended in cloathing and neceflaries for the
American army, on his arrival in Europe in the
fpring of 1981. Mr. Gillon, who had the commif-
fion of Commodore from the State of Carolina, and
had been fent over to purchafe three frigates for that
ftate, came immediately from Holland to Paris, and
prevailed on Colonel Laurens, who was of the fame
fiate, to purchafe a large quantity of the cloathing at
Amfterdam, a meafare highly offenfive to the French
Court, to be fhipped on board his frigate the South
Carolina, which was to fail immediately, and befides
her great force, carrying twenty-eight forty-two
pounders, and twelve eighteens, had the legion of
Luxembourg on board. The purchafe was made
accordingly at Amfterdam, the goods fhipped on
board the frigate, by which many private purpofes
were anfwered to Mr. Gillon, who, on fome pretext
however, after many months. delay, and the Colo-



NORTH-AMERICA. 193

Mr. Reed has a handfome houfe ar-
ranged, and furnithed in the Englith fiyle.

nels return, removed the goods from the frigate,
and thipped them on board two Dutch veflels ¢ be
taken under his convoy; but to thefe he {foon gave the
1lip, leaving them in September in the Texel, with-
out faying a word of his intention ; finding he did not
return, they were conveyed back in Oétoberto Am-
fterdam, and relanded at an enormous expence to
America, and to the great lofs of the army, for
whom they were intended as a {fupply that winter ;
yet, on his return, he had addrefs enough to elude
every inquiry into this very extraordinary tranfac-
tion, to which efcape, the univerfal efteem in which
Mprs. Gillon, his wife, was held, by every perfon in
Carolina, contributed not a little. It may here be
proper to corre& an error which has flipped into all
the Englith public prints of the day, and particulary
into Dodfley’s Annual Regiffer, on the fubje& of the
frigate, the South Carolina. This frigate is men-
tioned in the lift of Admiral Zowtman’s fleetin the
engagement off the Dogger’s Bank in Auguft, 1981.
The Tranflator was then at the Texel, faw the
Duatch fleet fail, and return after the engagement;
during that interval had the frigate lying at anchor be-
fore his eyes, and was clofe to her, on board another
veflel off the 'end of the Haaks, 2 great thoal at the
mouth of the Texel, when the Dutch fleet entered
in the moft fhattered condition. Mr. Gillon is him-
felf a mative of Rotterdam, but was on very bad
terms with all the officers of the Dutch fleet, and in-
deed with almoft all his countrymen. TRANSLATOR.

Yiors 1. O I found
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1 found there Mrs. Wafbington, who had
juft arrived from Virginia, and was going to
ftay with her hufband, as the does at the end
of every campaign. She is about forty, or
five and forty, rather plump, but frefh, and
with an agreeable face. * After paffing a

quarter

# T had the pleafure of paflinga day or two with
Mrs. Wathington, at the General’s houfe in Vir-
ginia, where fhe appeared to me to be one of the beft
women in the world, and beloved by all about her.
She has no family by the General, bat was furround-
ed by her grand children, and Mrs. Cuflis, her fon’s
widow. The family were then in mourning for
Mr. Cuftis, her fon by a former marriage, whofe pre-
mature death was fubjeét of public and private regret.
He was brought up by the General as his own fon,
and formed himfelf fuccefsfully on his model. He
fucceeded him as reprefentative for Fairfax county,
and promifed to be a very diftinguithed member of
fociety, but having gone down to York-Town, after
the capture of Cornwallis, to view the works, he
caught a malignant fever at one of the hofpitals, and
was rapidly carried off. The General was uncom.
monly affe&ted at his death, infomuch that many of
his friends imagined they perceived fome change in
his equanimity of temper, fubfequent to that cvent
Itis certain that they were upon terms of the moft
affe@ionate and manly friendfhip.

TRANSLATOR.
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quarter of an hourat Mr. Reed’s, we waited
on Mr. Huntingdon, Prefident of Congrefs:
We found him in his cabinet, lighted by
a fingle candle. This fimplicity reminded
me of that of the Fabricius’s and the Phi-
lopemens. Mr. Huntingdon is an upright
man, who efpoufes no party, and may be re-
lied on. He is a native of Conneticut, and
was Delegate for that ftate, when chofen
Prefident.

My day having been fufficiently taken up,
the Chavalier de la Luzerne, conducted me
to the houfe where he had ordered lodgings
to be prepared for me. It was at the
Spanifh Minifter’s were there were feveral
vacant apartments; for M. Miralé, who
had occupied it, died a year before at
Morris-Town.  His Secretary has re-
mained chargé des affaires, mafter of the
houfe, and well contented to enjoy the
incarico, which includes in it, befides the
correfpondence, a table maintained at the
expence of the King of Spain. The Che=-
valier de la Luzerne, though very well,
and agreeably lodged, had no apartments to
' 02 {pare ;
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fpare; * he made them, however, contrive
me one the next day, which contributed
greatly to my happinefs during my ftay at
Philadelphia, for I was fituated exally be
between M. de Marbois, and him, and able

to

# The French Ambaflador’s was a very handfome
houfe, hired of Mr. John Dickinfon, and very near
the feat of Congrefs. In one of thofe dreadful ftorms
of thunder with which America is fo frequently vifit-
ed in the fummer months, this houfe, though lower
than the State-houfe, and that ofhis neighbour, Mis.
Allen, was ftruck by lightning, and a French officer,
fitting alone in one of the rooms, burnt to death;
thelightning had fet fire to his cleaths, and thrown
him into a fainting fit, during which, part of his
body was miferably fcorched, and his private parts
reduced to afhes, {o that he {urvived buta few hours ;
but the principal ravage was in a chamber containing
an iron bedfiead, in whichthe Ambaflador himfelf flept,
by way of fecurity from the bugs; in that room, large
blocks of marble were rent in pieces, and torn from
the chimney piece, its effeéts, in fhort, were fo fingular
in marny refpe&ts, and in fome fo contrary to received
opinions, that Mr. Arthur Lee, and Dr. Ru/b,
thought proper to publifh a very long and curious
account of it ; and indeed, as far as I am able to
judge, this firoke prefented many new pheenomena
of eleéricity. It may be proper to add, that this
was the only houfe in the neighbourhood unprovided
with an elefirical apparatus. TRANSLATOR,
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to converfe with them every moment of
the day.

That of the 22d commenced, like every
other day in America, by a great breakfaft.
As the dinners are very late at the Minifter’s,
a few loins of veal, fome legs of mutton,
and other zrifles of that kind are always in-
troduced among the tea-cups, and are fure
of meeting a hearty welcome. After this
flight repaft, which only lafted an hour and
a half, we went to vifit the ladies, agreeable
to the Philadelphia cuftom, where the
morning is the moft proper hour for paying
vifits. Webegan by Mrs. Bacbe; {he me-
rited all the anxiety we had to fee her, for
fhe is the daughter of Mr. Franklin. Sim-
ple in her manners, like her refpeétable fa-
ther, fhe poffefles his benevolence. She
conducted us into a room filled with work,
lately finithed by the ladies of Philadelphia.
‘This work confifted neither of embroidered
tambour waiftcoats, nor net work edging,
nor of gold and filver brocade—it was a
quantity of fhirts for the foldiers of Pen-
fylvania. The ladies bought the linen from
their own private purfes, and took a plea-

O 3 fure
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fure in cutting them out, and fcwing ‘them
themfelves. On each fhirt was the name
of the married, or unmarried lady who
made it, and they amounted to 2200. Here
is the place, no doubt, to make a very
moral, but very trivial refleCtion on the dif-
ference between our manners and thofe of
America; but as for myfelf, I am of
opinion that, on a fimilar occafion, our
French women would do as much, and I
even venture to believe that fuch works
would infpire as agreeable verfes as thofe
which accompany the annual prefents of
cradles, coaches, houfes, caftles, &c. labo-
rioufly and aukwardly brocaded. It muft
be allowed that this cuftom is an abundant
fource of moft ingenious ideas ; but their
harveft is paft, and they begin to be ex-
haufted, Bat fhould any rigid French
philofopher be difpofed to cenfure French
manners, I would not advife him to addrefs
himfelf to Mrs, P , whom 1 waited
upon on quitting Mrs. Bache. This is be
agreeable woman of Philadelphia ; her tafte
1s as delicate as her health : an enthufiaft tq
excels for all the French fathions, fhe only

waits
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waits for the termination of this little revo-
lution, to effe@ a flill greater one in the
manners of her country. ‘
After paying due homage to this admi-
rable female patriot, I hurried to make ac-
quaintance with Mr. Morris. Heisa vcry
rich merchant, and confequently a man
of every country, for commerce bears every
where the fame chara&er. Under mon-
archies itis free; it is an egotift in repub-
lics; aftranger, or if you will, a citizen
of the univerfe, it excludes alike the
virtues and the prejudices that ftand in
the way of its intereft. Itis {carcely to be
credited, that amidft the difafters of Ame-
rica, Mr. Morris, the inhabitant of a town
. juft emancipated from the hands of the
Englifh, fhould pofleffs a fortune of eight
millions, (between 3-and 400,000l. fter-
ling) Itis, however, in the moft critical
times that great fortunes are acquired. The
fortunate return of feveral fhips, the ftill
more fuccefsful cruizes of his privateers,
have encreafed his riches beyond his ex-
pectations, if not beyond his withes. He
is, in fa&, fo accuftomed to the fuccefs of

0 4 ‘ hig



200 TR ANECESS~ TN

his privateers, that when he is obferved on
aSunday to’ be more ferious than ‘ufual,
the conclufion is, that no prize has arrived
in the preceding week.®  This flourithing

ftate

# Mr. Morris has certainly enriched himfelf
greatly by the war, but the houfe of #illing and
Morris did a great deal of bufinefs, and was well
known in all the confiderable trading towns of
Europe, previous to that period. Mr. Morris had
various other means af acquiring wealth befides pri-
vateering ; amongft others, by his own intereft,
and his conneétions with Mr. Holker, then Conful-
General of France at Philadelphia, he frequently
obtained exclufive permiffions to fhip cargoes of
flour, &c. in the time of general embargoes, by
which he gained immenfe profits. His fituation
gave him many fimilar opportunities, of which his
capital, his credit, and abilities always enabled him
to take advantage.—On the ftrength of his office, as
Financier-General, he circulated bis own notes of
Robert Morris, as cafh, throughout the continent,
and even had the addrefs to get fome affemblies,
that of Virginia in particular, to pafs a&s to make
them current in payment of taxes. What purchafes
of tobacco, what profits of every kind might net
aman of Mr. Morrig’s abilities make with fuch
powerful advantages? The houfe the Marquis
fpeaks of, in which Mr. Morris lives, belonged for
merly to Mr. Richard Penr; the Financier has made
great additiogs to it,-and is the firft who has in-
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ftate of commerce, at Phi}adelphia, as well
as in Maflachuflets bay, is entirely owing
to the arrival of the French fquadron.f

: | The

troduced the luxury of hot-houfes, and ice-houfes °
on the continent. He has likewife purchafed the
elegant country houfe formerly occupied by the
traitor, Arnold, noris his luxury to be outdone by
any commercial voluptuary of London. This
gentleman is a native of Manchefter in England,
is at the head of the ariftocratical party in Pen-
{ylvania, and has eventually been inftrumental in
the revolution : in private life he is much efteemed,
by a very numerous acquaintance.
TRANSLATOR.

+ Very large fortunes where made from nothing
during this period, but this ftate of profperity was
not of long duration ; in 1781 and 1782, fo numer-~
ous were the King’s cruizers, and privateers, that
frequently not one veflel out of {even that left the
Delaware efcaped their vigilance. The profits on
fuccefsful voyages were enormous, but it was no
uncommon thing to {fee a man one day worth forty
or fifty thoufand pounds, and the next reduced to
nothing; indeed thefe rapid tranfitions were fo fre-
quent, that they almoft ceafed to affe& ecither the
comfort or the credit of the individual. Flour
thipped on board at Philadelphia, coft five dollars,
and produced from twenty-eight to thirty-four dol-
lars a barrel in fpecie at the Havannah, which is
generally but 2 fhort run, and the arrival of one
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The Englith have abandoned all their

cruizes, to block it up at Newport, and
in that they have fucceeded ill, for they
: have not taken a fingle floop coming to
Rhode Ifland, or Providence. Mr. Morris

" is alarge man, very fimple in his manners ;
but his mind is fubtle and acute, his head
perfectly well organized, and he is as well
verfed in public affairs as in his own.
He was a member of Congrefs in 1776,
and ought to be reckoned among thofe
perfoniages who have had the greateft in-
fluence in the revolution of America. He
is the friend of Dr. Franklin, and the
decided enemy of Mr. Read. His houfe
is handfome, refembling perfectly the
houfes

European cargo, out of three, amply repaid the
merchant, fo that notwithftanding the numerous
captures, the ftocks were continually full of new
veflels to fupply fuch as were loft or taken. In
fhort, without having been upon the fpot at that
period, it is impoflible to conceive the aétivity and
perfeverance of the Americans. There was ii:arcely
a captain, or even common failor, who had not been
taken fix or feven times during the war, nor g
merchant who had been, more than once, rich and
ruined. TRANSLATOR.
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houfes in London; he lives there without
oftentation, but not without expence, for
he fpares nothing which can contribute
to his happinefs, and that of Mrs. Morris,
to whom he is much attached. A zealous
republican, and an Epicuerean philofopher,
he has always played a diftingufhed part
at table and in bufinefs.* I have already
mentioned Mr. Powel, at prefent I muft
fpeak of his wife ; and indeed it would be
difficult to feparate from each other, two
perfons, who for twenty years have lived
together in the ftriteft union: I fhall not
fay as man and wife, which would not
convey the idea of perfeét equality in Ame-
rica, but as two friends, happily matched
in point of underftanding, tafte, and in-

formation,

# Mr. Morris has fince filled for three years the
poft of Financier, or Compfrollcr—Gcncral, which
was created for him. He had for his colleague Mr.
Governor Morris, whom 1 have already mention-
ed, and who has amply juftified the opinion enter-
tained of his talents, It may fafely be aflerted, that
Europe affords few examples of a perfpicuity, and
a facility of underftanding equal to his, which adapts
itfelf with the fame fuccefs to bufinefs, to letters,
and to {ciences,
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formation. Mr. Powel, as I have befors
faid, has travelled in Europe, and returned
with a tafte for the fine arts; his houfe is
adorned with the moft valuable prints, and
good copies of {everal of the Italian mafters.
Mrs. Powel has not travelled, but fhe hag
read a great deal, and profitably : it would
be unjuft perhaps, to fay, that in this fhe
differs from the greateft part of the Ame-
rican ladies; but what diftinguifhes her the
zﬁoﬁ: is, her ‘tafte for converfation, and
the truly European ufe fhe knows how
to make of her underftanding and in-
formation.

- I fear my readers (if ever I have any)
may make this natural reflection, that
‘vifits are very tirefome pieces of bufinefs
every where, and as it is impoflible to
efcape the epigrammatic turn of the
French, without making great hafte, I am
determined to get the ftart. Iapprize them
however, that I acquit them of a long din-
ner, which the Chevalier de la Luzerne gave
that day to the fouthern Delegates. 1 fhall
have occafion to fpeak elfewhere of fome of
thefe Delegates, and as for thofe who will

not
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not give me that opportunity, they deferve
to be pafled over in filence. _

Fearful left the pleafures of Capua thould
make me forget the campaigns of Hannibal,
and of Fabws, 1 determined to get on
horfeback, on the fecond of December, to
vifit the field of battle of German-Town.
Many recolle&t, that after the defeat of
Brandywine, in 1777, the American army,
not thinking proper to defend Philadelphia,
retired to the upper Schuylkill, whillt the
Englifth took pofleflion, without refiftance,,
of the capital of Penfylvania. Elated with
their {uccefs, and full of that confidence
which has invariably deccived them, they
had divided and difperfed their forces s
the greateft part of their troops encamped
upon the Schuylkill, four miles from
Philadelphia ; another divifion occupied
German-Town, eight miles to the north-
ward of that place, and they fent a cons
fiderable detachment to Billingsport, to
favour the paffage of their fieet, which was
making fruitlefs endeavours to get up the
Delaware. Thus circumftanced, General
Wathington thought it was time to re-

mind



206 TRAVELS IN

mind the Englifh, that there ftill exifted
an American army. One is at a lofs whee
ther moft to extol the fage intrepidity of
the chief, or the refolution difplayed by
his army in making an attack on the fame
troops, whofe fhock they were unable to
fuftain a month before. German-Town is
along town, or village, confifting of a
fingle ftreet, not unlike LaVillitre, or Vau-
ginard, near Paris. From the firft houfe;
at the fouth, to the laft, at the north end
of the town, it is near two miles and a
half. The Englifh corps which occupied,
or rather covered it, was encamped near
the laft houfes to the northward, and fo
fituated as that the ftreet, or main road in-
terfeCted the camp at right angles. This
body might amount to three or four
thoufand men. General Wathington, who
occupied a pofition at ten miles diftance,*

on

* There are many ftriking differences between
this account, and that given by General Howe in
his public difpatches, in his own narrative to the
houfe of commons, and in the examination of his
witnefles, -The Englith General reports, that
Wafhington’s camp near Skippack Creek, from
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on Skippack Creek, left his camp towards
midnight, marching in two columns, one
of which was to turn German-Town on
the eaftward, the other on the left; two
brigades of the right column were ordered
to form the corps de referve, to feparate
themfelves, from that column, at the in-

{tant

whence he moved, was ffxteen miles from German-
Town—The Marquis {ays, only zxz. The Englith
General f{trongly afferts, that this affair was no fur-
prize, (fee his narrative, and his examination of
Sir George Ofborne) the Marquis feems to be well
authorized to call it a complete furprize. The Gene~
ral affirms he was prepared for it The Marquis
proves, may, the Englifh General’s letters and narra-
tive demonftrate how narrowly, and by what means
his army, and the Britith affairs efcaped total ruin.
‘The General fays, ¢ The enemy retired near twenty
miles to Perkyoming Creek, and are now en-
camped near Shippack Creek, about eighteer miles
diftance from hence.” The Marquis afferts, that
¢ The retreat was executed in good order, that
GeneralWathington took an excellent pofition with-
in four miles of German-Town, fo that on the
evening of the battle, he was fix miles nearer the
enemy than before.”” How fhall we reconcile thefe
effential contradictions, which ought unqueftion-

ably to be difcuffed, for the intercft of truth, and
the benefit of hiffory? TrANsLATOR.
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frant of the attack, and follow the main
fireet of German-Town. A very thick
fog came on, fovoural;rlc to the march of
the enemy, but which rcndpred the attack
more difficult, as it became impofiible to
concert the moyements, ‘and extend the
troops. The militia marched on the right
and left, without the two columns, not
béing committed in the affair, and always
{kirting the woods, on the Frankfort fide,
as well as on that of the Schuylkill. Ge-
neral Wathington halted a moment before
daylight, at a crofs road, diftant only half
a mile from the picket, or advanced poft
of the enemy. Thefe he learnt from an
Englith dragoon, who was intoxicated,
and had loft his way, that the Billingfport
detachment was returned. This unexpec-
ted intelligence did not change the Gene-
“ral's proje€t; he continued his march at
the head of the right column, and fell up-
on the Englith picket who were furprized,
put to rout, and driven to the camp, where
they brought the firft news of the arrival
of the Americans. The troops flew to
arms, and precipitately fell back, leaving

‘ their
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their tents ftanding, and abandoning all
their baggage. This Was a moment not
to be loft, and French troops would cer-
" tainly have availed themfelves of it, nay it
would have been difficult to prevent them
either from purfuing the enemy too far, or
from difperfing to plunder the camp. It
~is here we may form a judgment of the
American charaler. Perhaps this army,
notwithftanding the flownefs of its ma-
nceuvres, and its inexperience in war, may
merit the praifes of Europeans. General
Sullivan who commanded the column on
the right, calmly and flowly formed the
three brigades a head ; and after ranging
them in order of battle, he traverfed the
Englith camp, without a fingle foldier
ftopping for plunder: he advanced in this
manner, leaving the houfes on the left,
and driving before him all refiftance from
the gardens and inclofures ; he penetrated
into the town itfelf, and was fome time
engaged with the troops who defended a
{mall {quare near the market.

Whilft every thing thus fucceeded on
the right, General Wafhmgton, at the head

Vor. L. : P of
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of the referve, was expecting to fee his left
column arrive, and purfued his march by
the main ftrcet.  Buta fire of mufquetry,
which proceedcd from a large houfe with-
in }Jifto} fhot of the ftreet, fuddenly checked
" the van of his troops. It was refolved to
attack this houfe; butcannon were neceflary,
for it was known to be of ftene, and could
not therefore be fet fire to. Unfortunately
they had enly fix pounders : the Chevalier
Duplefliis-Mauduit, brought two pieces
near another houfe, two hundred paces from
the former. This cannonade produced no
effe@, it penetrated the walls, but did not
beat them down. The Chevalier de Mau-
duit, full of that ardour, which at the age
of fixteen, made him undertake a journey
into Greece, to view the fields of Platea and
Thermopyle, and at twenty go in fearch of
laurels in America, refolved to attack by
main force this houfe, which he was un-
able to reduce by cannon. * He propofed

r to

~* In 1782 I vifited and paffed a very agreeable
day at this celebrated Stone-houfe; fo bravely, and
judicioufly -defended by Colonel Mufgrove, and faw
many marks of cannen and mufguet fhot in the
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to Colonel Laurens to take with him fome
determined men, and get fome firaw and
hay from a barn, to fet fire to the principal
door. One may conccive fuch an idea:pge-
fenting itfelf to two fpirited young men;
but it is fcarcely credible, that of thefe two

P2 noble‘

walls, doors, and window fhutters, befides two or
three mutilated ftatues which ftood in front of it. It
is a plain gentleman’s coﬁntry-houfe, ‘with four win-
dows in front, and two ftories high, calculated for a
fmall family, and flands fingle, and detached fromy
every other. building, fo that defended as it was by
fix companies, commanded by fo- gallant an officer,
it was calculated to make 2 long refiftance againft
every thing but heavy cannon. Ihere faw, what
to nie was perfeétly new, but in this perhaps I betray
my ignorance; a cock, though furrounded by hens, in
frequent copulation with a duck. Being in com-
pany with ladies, T had no opportunity of enquiring
whether there was any, and what fort of produce.
From the different fize of their bodies, the difference
of their organization, and the mode of union, I could
not help confidering it as not much lefs extraordi-
nary than the Bruflels fable of the Hen and Rabbit;
but in this, perhaps, every peafant can fet me right.
This houfe formerly belonged to Mr. Chew, a loy-
alift, and was purchafed by Mr. Blair Mac Clenaghan's
who, from*a very {mall beginning, has, by his in<
duftry, fairly and honourably acquired a very con=
fiderable fortunc, TRANSLATOR.
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noble adventurous youths, oae {hould be at
prefent on his way to France, and the other
in good health at Newport.® M. de Mau-
duit making no doubt that they were follow-
ing him with all the ftraw in the barn, went
ftraight to a window on the ground floor,
which he forced, and on which he mounted.
He was received, in truth, like thie lover who
mounting a ladder to fee his miflrefs found
the hufband waiting for himn on the balcony :
I do not know whether, like him too, on be-
ing afked what he was doing there, he an-
fwered, I am only taking a walk; but this 1
know, that whilft a gallant man, piftol in
hand, defired him to furrender, another lefs
politeentering brifkly into the chamber, fired
a mufquet fhot, which killed, not M. de Mau-
duit, but the officer who withed to take him.
After thefe {light miftakes, and this litcle
quarrel, the difficulty was for him to re-
tire. On one hand he muft be expofed to

' a fmart

.+* Mr, Laurens has fince fallen-a vi&tim to his tpe
inconfiderate valour : he was killed in Carolina, in a
{kirmifh of little importance, a fhort time before the
figning of the peace, .
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a fmart fire from the firft and fecond floor ;
on the other, a part of the American army
were {peftators, and it would have been ris
diculous to return running  Mr. de Mau-
duit, like a true Frenchman, chofe rather to
expofe himfelf to death than ridicule;
“but the balls refpeted our prejudices; he
returned fafe and found, and Mr. Laurens,
who was in no greater hafte than he, efcaped
witha flight wound in his thoulder. I muft
not here omit a circumftance which proves
the precarious tenure of a military exift-
ence. General Wathington thought that on
fummoning the commander of this poft, he
wonld readily furrender: it was propofed to
‘M. de Mauduit to take adrum with him, and
make this propofal ; but on his obferving
that he fpoke bad Englith, and might not,
perhaps, be underftood, an American officer
was fent, who being preceded by a drum,
and difplaying a white handkerchief, it was
imiagined, would not incur the f{malleft
rifque; but the Englith anfwered this officer
only by mufquet fhot, and killed him on
the fpot,

By
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By this time the enemy began to rally ;
the Englith army had marched from their
camp near Schuylkill to fuccour German-
Town, and Cornwallis was coming with all
expedition from Philadelphia, with the
grenadiers and chafleurs, whilft the corps de
referve of the American army were lofing
their time at the Stone-houfe, and the left
column was{carcely ready fortheattack. The
‘conteft was now become too unequal, and it
became neceflary to think of aretreat, which
avas executed in good order, and General
‘Wathington took an excellent pofition four
amiles from German-Town ; fo that on the
evening of the battle, he was fix miles
nearer 'the enemy than before. The ca-
pacity he had jult difplayed on this occa-
Aion, the confidence he had infpired into
. -an army they thought difheartened, and
which, like the Hydra of the fable, re-ap-
-peared with a more threatening head, afto-
nithed the Englifh, and kept them in awe,
-till the defeatof Burgoynechanged the afpedt
of affairs.  This is the moft favourable light
in which we can view this day, unfortu-
nately too bloody for any advantages derived

from
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from it. Military men who fhall view the
ground, or have before them an accurate
plan, will, I imagine, be of opinion, that
the extenfivenefs of the obje@ occafioned ¢he
failure of this enterprize. The proje@ of
firft beating the advanced corps, then the
army, and afterwards of becoming maiters
of Philadelphia was abiolutely chimerical :
for the village of Germar-Town being up-
wards of two miles in length, prefented too
many obftacles for the affailants, and too
many points of rallying for the Englith ;
befides that it is notin interfected countries,
and without cavalry, that great battles are
gained, which deftroy or difperfe armics.
Had general Walhington contented him-
felf with proceeding to Whitemarth, and
covering his march with a large body of
troops, which might have advanced. to
German-Town, hewould have furprized the
Englith van-guard, and forced them to re-
tire with lofs ; and if fatisfied with this fort
of leffon given to a victorious army, he had
fallen back on the new pofition he withed
to occupy, he would have compleately ful-
filled his obje@, and the whole honour of

P 4 . the
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the day been his. But, fuppofing the pros
ject of attack to be, fuch as was adopted, it
appears to me that two faults, rather ex-
cufable ’tis true, were committed ; one,
the lofing time in ranging in line of battle
General Sullivan’s column, inftead of march-
ing direétly to the camp of the enemy ; the
other, the amufing themfelves in attacking
.the Stone-houfe.  The firft fault will ap-
pear very pardonable to thofe who have
feen the American troops fuch as they then
were ; they had no inftrution, and were
fo ill-difciplined, that they could neither
preferve good order in marching in a
column, nor {pread themfelves when it be-

ycame neceflary ; for éxperience, which is

always differing with M. de Menil Durand,
teaches us, that profound order is the moft
{ubject todiforderand confufion, and which
confequently demands the moft phlegm
and difcipline. The {econd error may be
juftified by the hope they always had of get-
ting pofleffion of the Stone-houfe, the im-
portance of which was meafured by the ob-
ftinacy of the enemy in defending it. It
is certain, that two better meafures might

‘ have
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have been adopted: the firft to purfue their
march without regarding the fire of muf-
quetry, which could always have been fuf-
ficiently flackened by detaching a few men
to fire at the windows; and the fecond,
that of leaving the village on the left, to
enter it again three hundred paces further
on, where it would then have been fuffici-
ent to take pofleffion of another houfe op-

pofite to thofe occupied by the enemy 3

though this houfe be not quite fo high as
the former, the fire from it would have
checked the Englith, and fecured a retreat
in cafe of neceflity. *
Inallowing myfelf this fort of cenfure, I feel
- how much ! ought to miftruft my own judg-
ment, efpecially as I was not prefent at the
aftion ; but I made the fame obfervations to
M. Laurens, M. de Mauduit, and M. de
Gimat, who feemed to be unable to refute
them. We have feen the fhare the two for~
mer

* Poffibly the Marquis does not know that there
were fix companies of the 4oth regiment in this houfe;
po defpicable enemy to leave in the rear of fuch an
army as General Wafhington’s was compofed of.

TRANSLATOR,
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mer had in the engagement ; the third has
feveral times viewed the field of battle with
General Wathington, who explained to him
the motiens of the two armies, and nobody
is better calculated to hear well, and to give
a good account of what he has heard.

After fufficiently examining the pofition
of German-Town, I returned to Philadelphia
by the fhorteft road, and quicker than I
-came, for the cold was very piercing, and I
had only time to drefs myfelf to accompany
the Chevalier de la Luzerne to dine with
‘the Northern Delegates. It muft be un-
derftood, that the Delegates, or if you will,
the Members of Congrefs, have a tavern to
themfelves, where they give frequent enter-
tainments ; but that the company may not
be too numerous at a time, they divide
themfelves into two fets, and as we fee,
very geographically ; the line of demarka-
tion being from eaft to weft, * The dinner

' was

* There is a great probability of feeing this line of
demarkation more diftin&ly marked, by a {eparation
of the feederal union into two parts, atno very dif-
tant day ; but not on hoftile, or unfriendly terms,
This was matter of frequent difcuffion during my



NORTH-AMERICA., 219

was plain and good, and our. reception
.polite and cordial, but not ceremonious.
‘Two Delegates, placed at ‘each end, did
~ -the honours of the table.  Mr. Duare,
Deputy from the State of New York, oc-
cupied the fide I was on. He isofa gay
and open character, has no objection to talk,
and drinks without repugnance. I con-
: vcrfcd fome time, but lefs than I could have
WIthd

flay at Philadelphia, and feemed to be an opmloa
which was daily gaining ground. Indeed it feems to
be a meafure which fooner or later muft take place,
from the obvious difficulties attending the manage-
ment, and operations of a confederacy extending
from Florida to Nova Scotia, a country, every day
increafing in population, and branching out into
new flates. Such a divifion muft, in my opinion, give
new force and energy to each part of it, and produce
more union and aéivity in their councils : nordo I
fece any bad confequences arifing from fuch an ami-
cable feparation, except in the cafe of a war exaltly
fimilar to the laft, a cafe which I believe every man
will agree is fcarcely within the line of poffibility.
Local obftacles to a long continuance of the prefent
ftate of things, muft alone infallibly produce it,
They who are acquainted with America wi!l add
many reafons, which it is unneceflary far me to
cnumcratc. TRANSLATQR, -
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wifhed with Mr. Char /es Thompfon,* Secres
tary of Congrefs. He pafes, with reafon,
for one of the beft informed men in the
country, and though he be a man of the
eabinet, and mixing little with focicty, his
manners are polite and amiable. Mr,
Samu:l Adams, Deputy for Maflachuflets
Bay, was not at this dinner, but on rifing
from table I went to fee him. When I en-
tered his room, | found him zéte- d-téte with
a young girl of fifteen who was preparing
his tea, but we fhall not be fcandalized at
this, on confidering that he is at leaft fixty,
Every body in Europe knows that he was
one of the prime movers of the prefent re-
volotion. I experienced in his company
the fatisfaction one rarely has in the world,
nay even on the theatre, of finding the per-
fon of the a&ter correfponding with the
chara&ter he performs. In him, I faw a
man wrapt up in his objeft, who never
fpoke but to give a good opinion of his
caufe, and a high idea of his country. His

fimple

* Mr. Thompfon is an Irifhman, his nephew,
Mr. Sinclair, is a barrifter at York in England.
TRANSLATOR,
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fimple and frugal exterior, feemed intend-
ed as a contraft with the energy and extent
of hisideas, which were wholly turned to-
wards the republic, and loft nothing of
their warmth by being exprefled with me-
thod and precifion; as an army, marching to-
wards the enemy, has not a lefs determined
airfor obferving the laws of tactics. Amongft
many fa&s he cited in honour of his coun-
try, I fhall relate one which merits to be
tran{mitted to pofterity. Two young fol-
diers had deferted from the army, and re-
turned to their father’s houfe. Their fa-
ther, incenfed at this a&tion, loaded them
with irons, and condu&ed them himfelf to
their General, Lord Stirling. He did
what every other officer would have done,
in his place, he pardoned them. The fa-
ther, as patriotic, but lefs auftere than a
Roman, was happy to preferve his children;
neverthelefs he fcemed aftonithed, and ap-~
proaching the General, my Lord, fays he,
with tears in his eyes, 'Tis wore than &
boped for —1I quitted Mr. Adams with re=
gret, but with a full intention of feeing him
again, and my evening terminated by a vifit

to
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to Colonel Bland, one of the Delegates fof
Carolina. He is a tall handfome man, who
has been in the Weft-Indies, where he ac-
quired French. He is faid to be a good
foldier, but at prefent ferves his country, and
ferves it well in Congrefs. 'The Southern
Delegates, in fa&t, have great credit, they are
inceffantly labouring to draw the attention
of the Government towards them, and to
avert every idea of purchafing peace on their

account. 1
The weather was fo bad the thu‘d that it
was impoflible to {tir out. I had no reafon
to complain however of the employment of
this day, which I pafled either in-converfas
tion with M. de la L.uzerne, and M. de Mar=
buis, or inl reading fuch interefting papers
as they were pleafed to communicate, ~Mr.
Huntington having informed me, that the
next day hewould thew me the hallin which
the Congrefs affembles, I went-!there at
ten o'clock, and fourd him' waiting for me
accompanied by "feveral Delegates.: Tlhis
hall is {pacious, without magnificences; its
handfomeft ornament is the' portrait of
General Wathirigton, larger-than life ;- He
is
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is reprefented on foot,.in that noble and eafy
attitude which is natural to him ; cannon,
colours, and all the attributes of war form
the acceflories of the pi€ture. I was then
conduéted into the Secretary’s hall, which
has nothing remarkable but the manner in
which it is furnithed ; the colours taken
from the enemy ferve by way of tapeftry.
From thence you pafs to the library, which
is pretty large, but far from being filled ;
the few books it is compofed of, appear to
be well chofen. It is -in the town-houfe
that Congrefs hold their meetings: this
building is rather handfome ; the ftaircafe
in particular is wide and noble: as to ex-
ternal ornaments, they confift only in the
decoration of the gate, and in feveral tab-
lets of marble placed above the windows.
I remarked a peculiarity in the roof, which
appeared new to me: the chimneys are
bound to the two extremities of the build-
ing, which is a long fquare, and are fo con~
ftruted, as to be faftened together in the
form of an arch, thus forming a fort of

portico. o
After
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After taking leave of the Prefident and
Delegates, 1 returned to the Chevalier de
Ia Luzernc’s, and as the ftreets were co-
vered with ice, I ftaid at home, whered
received a vifit from Mr. Zilfon, * a cele-
brated lawyer and author of feveral pamph-
Iets on the prefent affairs. He has in his
library all our beft authors on public law
and jurifprudence ; the works of Prefident
Montefquieu, and of the Chancellor
d’Aqueffau; hold the firft rank among them,
and hé makes them his daily ftudy. After
dinner, which was private and a /2 Fran-
coife, 1 went to fee Mrs. Bingham, a young
and handfome woman, only feventeen : her
hufband, who was there, according to the
American cuftom, is only five and twenty :+

he

# Mr. Wilfon is a Scotchman, and is making a
fortune rapidly in the profeflion of the law at Phi-
ladelphia. He is about four and forty, a man of
real abilities, and Mr. Morris’s intimate friend and
coadjutor in his ariftocratic plans. TrANSLATOR,

+ Mr. Bingham, even at this age, returned from
Martinico with a very handfome fortune. In the
year 1782, he gained a very confiderable fum by
opening policies on the capture of the Count de
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he was Agent of Congrefs at Martin‘ico,
from whence he is returned with a tolera-
ble knowledge of French, and with much

v . .
? Graf{‘c in the Villede Paris ; an event, of which
there islittle doubt he had fecretand fure intelligence
from his conne&tion with the iflands. - They firft
opéned at 10, and afterwards were done at 25and 30
per cent. Very large fums were underwritten, chief-
lyAby the whigs, who were unwilling, and could
not bé brought to credit this piece of riews. Cir-
cumftances were peculiarly favourable to this fpecu-
lation, - for; notwithftanding the great intetcourfe
between the Weft-Indies and the Continent, only
two accounts of this affair arrived for fix weeks after
the engagenient ; tlie event of which was fooner
known, with certainty, in England. The ore was
in Rivington’s New York paper, copied from the
Antigua Gazette, and lamely given ; befides, that
his paper was defervedly in univerfal diferedit: the
other was brought to Philadelphia by the Ho/ker pri-
vateer, Captain Keane, who faw part of the engage-
ment, but whofe account contradiéted the principal
faéts in Rivington’s, The two fleets having gone to
leeward after the battle, no frefh intelligence was re-
ceived from the /eeward, or more properly fpeaking
here, in the windward iflands, fo that this gambling
was carried to fo high a pitch, as to induce the
French Ambaffador to go in perfon to the coffee-
houfe to communicate a letter he had received from
Martinique, fubfequent to the battle; from which

Vor. I Q.

fair
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attachment to the Marquis de Bouilld, T
paffed the remainder of the evening with
Mrts. Powell, where I expected to have an
agreeable converfation; in which I was
not deceived, and forgot myfelf there t;ll
pretty late. .
I went again to the Town-Houfe, on the
sth, but it was to be prefent at the Affem-
bly of the State of Penfylvania ; for the
hall, where this fort of parliament meets,,
is under the fame roof with the Congrefs.
I was with M. de la Fayette, the Vicomte
de Noailles, the Comte de Damas, M. de
Gimat, and all the French, or . Gallo-Ame-
i ricans;

fair concluﬁons might be drawn againff the capture 5

but this, inftead of putting a ftop to the gambling,
by encouraging the whigs, increafed it :—-Mr.
Bingham and his friends in the fecret, indulged
them to the utmoft extent of their enthufiafm i and
if the policies were all paid, a matter which began
to be a fubjeét of difcuffion when I left Philadelphia,
muft have gained prodigious fums, for no lefs than
from [. 80,000 to £. 100,000 ferling were “calcu-
Jated to have been written. It is a fingular circurm-
ftance, that the firft authentic account of this great
Battle, which appeared in America, was copied from
the London Gazerte. Whereas we had at Bofton the
account of the lofs of the-Royal George, at Spithead,
the 16¢h day after the accident, by way of Newfound-
land. TRANSLATOR.
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ricans, at Philadelphia. =~ We feated oura
felves on a'bench oppofite the Speaker’s
chair : -on his right was the Prefident of the
State, the Clerks were placed at a long ta-
ble before the Speaker. The debates turn=
ed on fome mifcondu&®, imputed to the
Commiffioners of the Treafury. The exea
cutive council were fent for and heard.
General Mifflin ‘was almoft the only fpeak~
er; he delivered himfelf with grace and
{pirit, but with a marked intention of op~
pofing the Prefident  of the State, who is
not one of bis friends. His manner of ex~
prefling himfeif, his geftures, his deport=
ment, the air and eafe of fuperiority he in-
variably affumed, perfectly reminded me of
thofe members of the Houfe of Commons
who are accuftomed to give the tone to
others, and to make every thing bend to
their opinion. The affair not being ter-
minated in the morning, the Speaker left
the chair; the houfe went into a committee,
and adjourned,

. The morning was not far {pent, and I
had enough to employ it 5 1 was expected
in three places ; by a lover of natural

Q.2 biftory,
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hiftory, by an anatomift, and at the col-
lege, or rather univerfity of Philadelphia.
I began by the cabinet of natural hiftory.
This fmall and fcanty colle&tion, is greatly
celebrated in America, where it is un-’
rivalled ; it was formed by a painter of Ge-
neva, called Cimetiere, a name better fuited
to a phyfician, than a painter. This'wor-
thy man came to Philadelphia twenty years
ago, to take portraits, and has continued
there ever fince; he lives there ftill as a
batchelor, andaforeigner, a very uncommon
inftance in America, where men do not long
remain without acquiring the titles of huf-
band and citizen. What I faw moft curi-
ous, in this cabinet, was a large quantity
of the vice, or fcrew, a fort of fhell pretty
common, within which avery hard ftone,
like jade,* is exaltly moulded. It appears
clear to me, that thefe petrefaGtions are
formed by the fucceflive accumulation of
layidific molecules conveyed by the waters,
and afflimilated by the affiftance of fixed
air.

% See Chambers’s Encyclopedia—a green fort of

precious ftone, called in France la pierre divine,
from its fuppofed myflic qualities.
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air. After fatiguing my legs, and fatisfy-
ing my eyes, which isalways the cafe in
cabinets of natural hiﬂ.‘(}l‘y, I thought pro-
per to quit the earth for heaven; or, in the
vulgar ftyle, 1 went to the library of the -
univerfity, to fee a very ingenious machine
(an Orrery) reprefenting all the celeftial
motions. I lofe no time in declaring that
I fhall not give a defcription of it: for
nothing is fo tirefome as the defcription of
any machine ; it is enough for me to fay,
that one part of it gives a perfe&t view, on
the vertical point, of all the motions of
the planets in their orbits; and that
the other, which is defigned only to re-
prefent that of the moon, difplays, in the
cleareft manner, her phafes, her nodes, and
her different altitudes. The Prefident of
the college, and Mr. Ritlenboufe, the in-

Q3 ventor

* The Prefidentis Dr. LZwing. I had the gratifi-
cation of being prefent at a public exhibition at the
college, at which the Congrefs, the Prefident and
executive council of the ftate, General Wafhington,
the French Minifter, and all the ftrangers of diftine-
tion, &c. aflifted, Some excellent declamations
were made in Latin, and in Englith, by the young
men who were about to leave college, and obtain
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ventor and maker of this ‘machine, took

‘the pains of explaining to me every partis
g B ' cular:

degrees ; by no means inferior to thofe I have heard
at Oxford and Cambridge. Their compofitions in
general were elegant, and their elocation eafy, dig-
nified and manly, but whatever was the fubjeé,
the great caufe of liberty and their country
never was loft fight of, mnor their abhorrence
of the tyranny of Britain. This language in
the mouths of fome of thefe young men, who were
the fons of torics, illuftrated the remark of the
threwd and fenfible author of Common Senfe, that
whilft the war was depending, the old prejudiced
friends of Britain were dropping off, and the rifing
generation, in the courfe of feven years, knew no-
thing of that country but as an enemy, nor faw,
or heard of any thing but her cruelties and de-
vaftation. To them the independence of America
appeared as much the natural and eftablifhed govern-
ment of the country, as that of England does to an
Englithman, ¢ Time¢ and Death, fays he, hard
¢ enemmies to contend with, fight conftantly againft
¢t the interefts of Britain ; and the bills of mortality,
*¢ in every part of Americaare the thermotneters of her
¢ decline. The children if the ftreets are from their
« cradle bred toconfider her as their only foe. They
“¢ hear of her cruelties : of their fathers, uncles, and
¢ kindred killed; they fee the remains of burnt and
¢ deftroyed houfes, and the common tradition of
¢ the fchool they go to, tells them thofe things were
¢ done by the Britifh.” !
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cular : they fecmed very happy that Tknew
Englith, and aftronomy enough to under-
ftand them; on which I muft obferve,
that the latter article is more to the fhame of
the Americans than to my praife ; the al-
manack being almoft the only book of
Aftronomy Pcudmd at Philadelphia. Mr.
Rittenhoufe is of 2 German family, as his
name announces ; but he is a native of Phi-
ladelphia, and a watch maker by profeffion.
He is a man of great fimplicity and modefty,
and though not a mathematician of the clafs
of the Eulers, and the D’Alemberts, knows
enough of that fcience to be perfectly ac-
quainted with the motions of the heavenly
bodies. As for his mechanical talents, it
is unneceflary to affign a reafon for them ;
we know that of all others, they are lefs
the refult of ftudy, and molt generally
the gift of nature; and it is 3 fa& -worthy
of obfervation, that, mnotwithftanding the
little conne@ion to be perceived between
that particular difpofition and the delicacy
of our fenfes, or the perfection of our or-
gans, men are more frequently born me-
c¢hanics, than painters and muficians. Edu-

Q4 - gdtion,
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cation, nay, even the rigour of education,
frequently makes great artifts in the two
Iatter ; but there is no example of its mak-
ing a mechancal genius.

This morning feemed devoted to the
fciences, and my walks were a fort of ency-
clopedia, for, on quitting the univerfity
library, I went to call upon a celebrated
anatomift, called Dr. Showell. The fol-
lowing, ina few words, is his hiftory : he
was born in England upwards of feventy
years ago. After ftudying medicine and
furgery there, he went to France to im-
prove himfelf under M. Winflow. In
1734, he went to the Weft Indies, where
he fince pradtifed medicine, fometimes at
Barbadoes, fometimes at Jamaica; but is in=
variably a man of application, and laborious.
In the war of 1744, a prize being brought
into Barbadoes, with a great deal of wax on
board, Mr. Showell ‘took this opportunity
to make different anatomical experiments
in wax, and he fucceeded fo well as to carry
this art to the higheft degree of perfection,
On feeing him, one can with difficulty con-
ceive how fo much patience and perfeve-

rance
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rance could confift with his natural vivacity ;
for it feems as if the fun of the tropic had
Prefervcd in him all the heat of youth 3 he
fpeaks with fire, and exprefles himfelf as
well in French as if he were ftill in our
fchools of furgery. In other refpeds, he
isa perfect original : his reigning tafte is
difputation ; when the Englith were at
Philadelphia he was a whig, and has be-
come a tory fince they left it; he is al=
ways fighing after Europe, without re=
folving to return, and declaiming conftant-
ly againft the Americans, he flill remains
among(t them. His defign in coming to
the continent, was to recover his health,
{o as to enable him to crofs the feas : this
‘was about the commencement of the war;
and, fince that time, he imagines he is not
at liberty to go, though no body prevents
him. He was to me a greater curiofity
than his anatomical preparations, which,
however, appeared fuperior to thofe of Bo-
logna, but inferior to the preparations of
Mademoifelle Bieron ; the wax having al=-
ways a certain luftre which makes them lefs
like nature,

At
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At the end of this morning’s walk I was
like a bee, {o laden with honey that he can
hardly regain his hive. I returned to the
Chevalier de la Luzerne’s, with my me-
mory well frored, and after taking food for
the body as well as mind, I dedicated my
evening to fociety. I was invited to drink
tea at  Colonel Bland’s, that is to fay, to
attend a fort of aflembly pretty much like
the converfazzioni of Italy 3 for tea here,
is the fubftitute for the rnfrefco.  Mr. How-
- Jey, Governor of Georgia, Mr. Jzard, Mr.
Artbhur Lee, (the two laft lately arrived from
Europe) M. de la Fayette, M. de Noailles,
M. de Damas, &c. were of the party. The
{cene was decorated by feveral married and
unmarried ladies, among whom, Mifs Ship=
pen, 'daughter of Dr. Shippen, and cous
fin of Mrs. Aruold, claimed particular dif-
tin&ion. Thus we fee that in. America the
crimes of individuals are not refleCted on
their family ; not only had Dr. Ship-
pen’s brother given his daughter to the trai-
tor Arnold, a fhort time before his defer-
.tion, but it is generally believed, that being
himfelf a tory, he had infpired his daugh-

ter
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ter with the  fame fentiments, and that the
charms of this handfome woman contri-
buted not a little to haften to criminality a
nind. corrupted b)r avarice, ‘before it tclt
the power of love.™ -

On our return to the Chevalier dela Iu-
zerne’s, we aflembled all the French and
Gallo- American military, and laid our plan
for a very agreeable jaunt we took next
day. The 6th, in the morning, M. de la
Fayette, the Vicomte de Noailles, the Comte
de Damas, the Chevalier du Pleflis Mau-
duit, Meflieurs de Gimat and De Neville,
Aides de Camp of M. de la Fayette, M. de
Montefquieu, Mr. Lynch, and myfelf, fet
out to vifit the field of battle of Brandywine,

thirty

# Mrs. Arnold is faid te be very handfome ; but
“this I know, that her two fifters are charming wo-
men, and muft have been very dangerou‘s-"compani-
ons for a wavering mind, in the leaft fufceptible of
the moft powerful of all paflions. Butan apology for
Arnold, on this fuppefition, is too generous for a
mind fo thoroughly bafe and unprincipled as his.
With what delicacy could be beloved a woman by that
‘mifcreant, who made the myfteries of the nuptial bed
the fubject of his coarfe ribaldry to his companions,
the day after his marriage ! TRANSLATOR.
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thirty miles from Philadelphia. M. de la
Fayette had not feen it, fince, at the age
of twenty, feparating from his wife, his
friends, the pleafures of the world, and
thofe of youth, at the diftance of three thou-
fand miles, he there fhed the firft drop of
blood he offered to glory, or rather to that
noble caufe he has invariably f{upported
with the fame zeal, but with better for-
tune. We pafled the Schuylkill at the fame
ferry where Mr. Du Coudray was drowned
in 1777. We there difcovered the traces
of fome entrenchments thrown up by the
Englifh, after they became mafters of Phi
ladelphia ; then turning to the left, we rode
on fourteen miles to the little town of
Chefter. It is built at the jun&ion of the
creek of that name, with the Delaware,
and is a fort of port where veflels coming
up the river fometimes anchor. The houfes,
to the number of forty or fifty, are hand-
fome and built of ftone or brick.* On
leaving Chefter, and on the road to Brandy-
wine, we pals the flone bridge where M.

de

* Not far from this town, is found an aftonifh-
ing quantity of afe/fos, TrANSLATOR,
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de la Fayette, wounded as he was, ftopped
the fugitives, and made the firft difpofitions
for rallying them behind the creek. The
¢ountry beyond it has nothing particular,
but refembles the  reft of Penfylvania,
that is to fay, is interfperfed with woods
and cultivated lands. It was too late then
we came within reach of the field of bat-
tle, and as we could fee nothing till next
morning, and Were too numerous to re-
main together, it was neceffary to feparate
into two divifions. Meffieurs de Gimat, De
Mauduit, and my two Aides de Camp, ftaid
with me at an inn, three miles on this fide
Brandywine ; and M. de la Fayette, at-
tended by the other travellers, went further
on to afk for quarters at a Quaker’s, called
Benjamin Ring, at whofe houfe he lodged
with General Wathington the night before
the battle. I joined him early sthe next
morning, and found him in great friendfhip
with his hoft, who, Quaker as he was,
feemed delighted to entertain the Marguis.
We got on horfeback at nine, provided with
a plan, executed under the dire@ion of Ge-
neral Howe, and engraved in England ; but

we
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we_got more information from an American
Major, with whom M. de la Fayette had
appointed a place of megting. - This officer
was prcfcnt at the -engagement, and his
houfc being on the field of battle, he knew
it better than ‘any body.

We mutft recolle&t, that in 1777, the
Englith having in. vain attempted to crofs
the Jerfeys to get to Philadelphia by land,
were obliged to embark, and doubled the
capes to reach the bay of Chefapeak, and
the mouth of the river E/k. = They arrived
there the 25th of Auguft, after 2 paflage
dreadful by fea, but fortunate in the bay;
which they remounted with much lefs
difficulty than they expe&ed. - Whilft the
fea, the winds, and three hundred veflels
were affifting the manceuvres of the enemy’s
army,; Mr. Wathington, remained fome
days at, Middlebrook, in:oneiof the moft
embarrafling pofitions in which the General
of an army can be placed. To ithe north;
the troops of Burgoyne, aftertaking Ticon~
deroge, ‘were. advancing -towards Albany;
to the fouth, an'Englith army of fifteen
thoufand men were embarked, and might

either



NORTH-AMERICA. 149

either prbceed to -Cherapeék bay, as they
did, penetrate by the Delaware, or go up
Hudfon’s river as far as Creft Point, to form
a junction with Burgoyne,”and cut! off the
American army, whichfrom that moment
would have been' for ever- feparated from
the eiftern and northern: ftates. Of alt
the chances, this' was certainly the moft. to
be dreaded; aceordingly General Wathington
did | not” abandon ' his ‘pofition at' Middie-
brock, ‘till' he received ' certain inteHigence
that' the enemy had doubled Cape May.
Let us ﬁgure to ourfelves the fituation in
which ‘a4 General maft find himfelf, when
obliged to comprehend in~ his plan of ‘de~
fende, an immenfe country, and a vaft ex-
tent of (%da;ﬁ",'"he is at a lofs to know, within
one hundfed and fifty miles,  where the
enemy is likely to ‘appear; and having no
longer any intelligence of them, either by
patroles, ‘or detachments, or even by cou-
riers, is reduced 'to the neceflity ‘of .ob-
ferving the compafs, and of confulting the
winds, | before he can form any refolution.
As foon as the movement of the enemy
was decided, General Wathington loft no

time
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time in marching his army; I fhould ra-
ther fay his foldiers, for a number of
foldiers, however confiderable, does not
always form an army. His was compofed
of -at moft 12,000 men. . It was at the head
of thefe troops, the greateft part of them
new levies, that he traverfed in filence the
city of Philadelphia, whilft the Congrefs
were giving him orders, to fight, yet re-
moving their -archives and  public papers
into the interior. parts of the country; a
finifter prefage of the fuccefs which muft
follow their council.

The army pafled the Schuylkill, and
occupied a firft camp near Wilmington, on
the banks of the Delaware. This pofition
had a double objed, for the fhips of war,
after convoying General Howe to the river
Elk, had fallen down the bay of the
Chefapeak, remounted the Delaware, and
feconded by fome troops landed from the
fleet, appeared inclined to force the paf-
. fages of that river. General Wafhington,
however, foon perceived that the pofition
he had taken became every day more dan-
.gerous. The Englith, having finifhed their

debarkation,
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debarkation, were ready toadvance into the
‘country; his flank was expofed, and he
left uncovered, at once, Philadelphia and
the whole County of Lancafter. It was
determined thercfore that the army fhould
repafs the Creek of Brandywine, and
encamp on the left bank of that river.
The pofition made choice of, was certainly
the beft that could be taken to difpute the
paflage. 'The left was very good, and fup~
ported by thick woods extending as far as
the jun&ion of the creek with the Dela-
ware. As it approaches’ its conflux, this
creek becomes more and more embanked,
and difficult to ford: the heights are equal
on the two banks; but for this reafon the-
advantage was in favour of him who de-
fended the paffage. A battery of cannon
with a good parapet, was pointed towards
Chaddsford, and every thing appeared in
fafety on that fide; but to the right the
ground was f{o covered, that it was im-
poffible to judge of the motions of the
encmy, and to keep in a line with them,
in cafe they fhould attempt, as they did,
to detach a corps by their- left, to pafs
the river higher up. “Thé only precaution

Yor. 1, R that
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that could be taken was to place five or
Jix brigades® in fteps from each other, to
watch that mancuvre. General Sullivan
had the command of them; he received
orders to keep in a line with the enemy,
fhould they march by their left; and on
the fuppofition that they would unite their
forees on the fide of Chaddsiord, he was
himfelf to pafs the river, and make a
powerful diverfion on their flank.

~ When a general has forefeen every thing,
when he has made the beft poffible dif-
pofitions, and his acivity, his judgment,
and his courage in the action correfpond
with the wifdom of his meafures, has he
not already triumphed in the eyes of every
impartial judge ? and if by any unforefeen
accidents, the laurels he has merited drop
from his hands, is it not the hiftorian’s
duty carefully to collect, and replace them
on his brow? Let us hope that hiftory will
acquit herfelf of this duty better than us, and
let us fee how fuch wife difpofitions were
difconcerted by the miftakes of fome offi-
cers, and the inexperience of the troops.

The

* (General Howe calls them 10,000 men.
TRANSLATOR,
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The 11th of September, General Howe
occupied the heights on the right of the
creek; he there formed part of his troops
in line of battle, and prepared fome bat-
teries oppofite Chaddsford, whilft his light
troops were attacking and driving before
them a corps of riflemen, who had paffed
over to the right bank more clofely to
obferve his motions. General Wathington
feeing the cannonade continue, without
any difpofition of the enemy to pafs the
river, concluded they had another objett..
He was informed that a great part of their
army had marched higher up the creek,
and were threatening his right; he felt
the importance of keeping an attentive eye
on all the movements of this corps; but
the country was fo covered with thickets,
that the patro]cs could difcover nothing.
It muft be obferved that General Wath-
ington had a very {fmall number of horfe,
and thofe he had fent to the right, towards
Dilworth, to make difcoveries on that fide.
He ordered an officer of whom he had a
good opinion, to pafs theriver, and inform
himfelf accurately of the route Lord Corn-

R 2 wallig,
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wallis was taking ; for it was he who corns
manded this feparate corps. The officer re-
turned, and affured him that Cornwallis was
marching by his right to join Knyphaufen,
on the fide of Chaddsford: According
to this report, the attack {feemed to bede-
termined on the left.  Another officer was,
then fent, who reported that Cornwallis had
changed his direGtion, and thathe was rapidly
advancing by the road leading to Fefferies
Ford, two miles higher than Birmingham
Church. General Sullivan was immediately
ordered to march thither with all the troops
of the right. Unfortunately the roads were
badly reconnoitred, and not at all open:
with great difficulty General Sullivan got
through the woods, and when he came out
of them to gain a fmall eminence near.
Birmingham Church, 4e jfound the Englifb
columns mounting it on the oppofite fide. It
was no eafy matter to range into order of
battle fuch troops as his; he had neither
the time to chufe his pofition, nor to form
his line. -~ 'The Englifh gained the emi-
nence, drove the Americans back on the
woods, to the edge of which they pur-
fued,
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fued them, and they were totally dif~
perfed.®

During the fhort time this a&ion lafted,
Lord Stirling and General Conway, had
time to form their brigade on pretty advan-
tageous ground: it was a gentle rifing,
partly covered by the woods which bounded
it, their left was proteGed by the fame
woods, and on the right of this rifing
ground, but a little in the rear, was the
Virginia line, who were ranged in line of
battle, on a high {pot of ground, and on the
edge of an open wood. The left column of
the enemy, who had not been engaged
with Sullivan, formed rapidly, and marched
againft thefe troops with as much order as
vivacity and courage. ‘The Americans
made a very f{mart fire, which did not
check the Englifh, and it was not till the

R 3 . latter

* General Howe’s account fays, ¢ General
** Wathington detached General Sullivan to his
¢ right with 10,000 men, who took a fBrong pofition
¢ on the commanding ground above Birmingham
¢ Church,” and then relates the manceuvres to
diflodge them. There is a material difference in
thefe accounts, TRANSLATOR.
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latter were within twenty yards of thent,
that they gave way, and threw themfelves
into the woods. Lord Stirling, M. de la
Fayette, and General Sullivan himflf;
after the defeat of his divifion fought with
this body of troops, whofe poft was the
moft important, and made the longeft re-
, fiftance. It was here that M. de la Fayette
was woupded in his left .leg, in rallying
the tropps who were beginning to ftagger.
On the right, the Virginia line made fome
refiftance; but the Englifh had gained a
height, from whence their artillery took
them en écharpe: this fire muft have been
very f{evere, for moft of the trees, bear'
the mark.of bullets or cannon fhot. The
Virgipians in their turn gave way, and the

right was then entirely uncovered.
~ Though this was three miles from
Chaddsford, General Knyphaufen 'heard
the firing of the artillery, and mufquetry,
and judging that the affair was ferious,
the confidence he had in the Englifh and
Heffian {roops, made him concludc they
were victorious. 'Iowards five in the
evening, he defcended from the heights i in
' - ' - two



NORTH-AMERICA. 249

two columns®, one at Jobn's Ford, which
turned the battery of the Americans,
and the other lower down at Chaddsford.
The latter marched firaight to the bat-
tery and took it. General Wayne, whofe
brigade was in line of battle, the left on
an eminence, and the right drawing towards
the battery, then made that right fall back,
and ftrengthened the heights, thus forming
a fort of change of front. In: a country
where there are neither open columns, nor
fucceflive pofitions to take, in cafe of acci-"
dent, itis difficult to make any difpofition
for retreat. The different corps who had
been beaten, all precipitated themf{elves
.into the Chefter Road, where they formed
‘but one column ; artillery, baggage and
troops being confafedly mixed together.
At the beginning of the night General Wath-
ington alfo took this road, and the Eng-

R 4 lith

* Seyeral perfons, amongft others fome Englith
officers who were prifoners, whom 1 have queftioned,
affured me that Knyphaufen’s corps paffed the river
only in one column at Chaddsford; and then fepa-
rated into two, one of which turned the battery,
and the other attacked it in front.
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lith, content with their viGory, did not dif-
turb their retreat.

Such is the idea I have formed of the
battle of Brandywine, from what I haye
heard from General Wathington himfelf,
from M. de la Fayette, Meflicurs de Gimat,
and de Manduit, and from the Generals
Wayne and Sullivan. T muft obferve,
however, thatthere is a difagreement in fome
particulars ;- feveral perfons, for example,
pretend that Knyphaufen, after paffing the
river, continued his march in one column
to the battery, and it is thus marked in
the Englith plan, which gives a falfe
direGtion to that column; befides that
General Wathington, and General Wayne
affured me there were two, and that the
left column turned the battery, which
otherwife would not have been carried.®
It is equally difficult to trace out on the
plan, all the ground on which Cornwallis
fought. 'The relations on both fides throw

hardly

* Howe’s account fays, there were two divifions,
one under Grant, the other under Knyphaufen,
the fourth and fifth regiments turned the battery.

TRANSLATOR,
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 hardly any light upon it; T was obliged
therefore to draw my conclufions from the
different narratives, and to follow none of
them implicitly.
Whilft we were examining the field of
" battle with the greateft minutenefs, our
fervants went on to Chefter to prepare
dinner and apartments, but we foon fol-
lowed them, and got there at four o’clock.
The road did not appear long to me; for
chance having feparated M. de la Fayette,
M. de Noailles, and myfelf from the reft
of the company, we entered into a very
agreeable converfation, which continued
till we got to Chefter. I could not help
obferving to them that after talking of
nothing but war for three hours, we had -
fuddenly changed the fubje&, and got on
that of Paris, and all forts of difcuflions
relative to our private focieties.  This
tranfition was truly French, but it does not
prove that we are lefs fond of war, than
other nations, -only that we like our
friends better. We were fcarcely arrived
at Chefter, before we faw fome ftate barges
or boats coming down the river, which
the
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the Prefident had fent to condu@® us back

to Philadelphia, it’being our plan to re-

mount the Delaware next day, in order to

examine the Fort of Redbank, and Fort

Miffling, as well as the other pofts which
‘had ferved for the defence of the river.

Anofficer of the American navy who was

come with thefe barges, to conduét us,

informed us that two veflels were arrived

at Philadelphia in" thirty-five days from

L'Orient. The hopes of receiving letters,

~or news from Europe, almoft tempted us
*to relinquith our projeéts, and fet out im-
mediately for Philadelphia; but as the

weather was fine, and we fhould have the

tide mn our favour next day, which ren-

- dered our voyage more ealy, we determined
to remain at Chefter, and M. de 1z Fayette

_fent 6ff a2 man and a horfe to Philadelphia,
to bring back news, and letters, if there

were any. This courier returned before

nine; and only brought us a line from

the Chevalier de la Luzerne, by which we

learnt that thefe thips had no letters; but

that thc captams affured him, that Mon.

: ficur
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fieur de Caftries was ‘made minifter of the
marine.

Whil{t the Courler was going and coms
ing, we had - got to the i inn, where dinner
and lodgings were prepared.® The exte-
rior of this houfe is not very tempting, and
{everal of the company were preparing to
look out elfewhere, but after a minute exa-
mination, we found reom enough for a
dozen mafters, as many fervants, and nine-
teen hories. In addition to our campany
‘we had the Major who met us on the field
of butile of Brandywine, and the officgr
who had brought us the barges. We had
an excellent dinner, and very good wine.
The tea which followed pretty clofe on
dinner fucceeded as well; fo that all
my fellow travellers, were in the beft
humour, and fo gay as never to ceafe laugh-
ing, finging, and dancing during the whole
evening. The people of the houfe, who faw
rothing in this company but two General
efficers, one French, the other American,

accoms

% Mrs, Vithy’s inn at Chefter, is one of the beft
on the Continent, and a favourite houfe for partlcs
of pleafure from Philadelphia, TRANSLATOR.



252 TRAVELS IN

accompanied by their families, and not a
fociety of friends joyous to meet together
in another hemifphere, could not conceive
how it was poflible to be” fo gay without
being drunk, and looked upon us as people
defcended from the moon. This evening
which was lengthened to eleven o’clock,
terminated well, for we had excellent beds,
fuch as one might expe to find in a well
furnifhed country houfe. We rofe at fix
in the morning, and affembled in the dining-
room, where a good breakfaft was prepared
for us by candle light. At feven we em-
barked, and crofling the Delaware, ab-
liquely a little higher up, we landed at
Billingport.  ‘This is a fort conftrutted
in 1776, to fupport the left of the firft
barrier of the Chevaux de Frife, deftined
to block the paflage of the river. This
poft was of no ufe, for the fortifications
having been commenced on too extenfive:
a plan for the number of troops which
could be fpared, it was thought proper to
abandon it. They have fince been reduced,
which is the better, as they are now re-
moved from fome points which commanded

the
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the fort. The prefent fituation of affairs,
not drawing the attention of Government
to this quarter, the fortifications are rather
negle&teds All the battery there was, con=
fifted of one pretty good brafs mortar, and
five eighteen pounders, (Englith twenty-
fours) which Major Armfirong, who com=
mands on the river, and came to receive
me, fired on' my arrival. When America
has more money, and leifure, fhe will do
well not to neglet this poft, as well as all
thofe for the defence of the river. For
this war once terminated, the will fee no
more European armies on the Continent,
and all fhe can have to fear from England,
in cafe of a rupture with her, will be a few
maritime expeditions, the fole obje& of
which can be to deftroy thipping, to ra-
vage the country, and even to burn the
towns within reach of the fea. Unfor-
tunately Billingfport belongs to the ftate
of Jerfey, which can reap no advantage
from it; and that of Penfylvania, whofe:
fafety it would conftitute, has no other
means to employ towards fortifying it than
its own requeft, and the recommendations

of
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of Congrefs, which are not always attended
to. However this may be,: Philadelphia
took other precautions for- her defence,
which depended only on the ftate- of Pen-
{ylvania, and to this advantige is united
that of ‘an excellent pofition, “which" will
foon be made impregnable; I mean Fort
Miflling, whither we went on leaving Bil-
lingfport, flill afcending the river. ‘The
ifle on which it is built, and that called
Mud Ifland, {upport the right of a.{econd
barrier of Chevaux de Frife, the left of
which is defended by the Fort of Red
Bank;* but it muft be obferved that the
barrier only blocked the main channel of
the river, the conly paffage by which it
was thought that veflels could pafsif

Near

#* This fort too, is liable to the fame difficulties
with Billingfport, being on the Jerfey fide. ,
‘ TRANSLATOR.

+ The perfon principally employed in finkKing
the chevaux de frife, and in fecuring the paflage
of the river, was one #hite, who is fuppofed to
have left this channel open defignedly, as he after-
wards turned out a decided traitor, went over to
the enemy, and diftinguithed himfelf by every a&
of hoftile virulence againft his country.

TRANSLATOR.
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Near the right bank is Hog Ifland, about
two miles long, the furface of which, like
that of moft of the iflands ia the Delaware
is fo low, that at hlgh water, nothmg is
to be feen but the tops of the reeds with
which it is covered. Between this ifland,
and the main land, a {mall paflage remained
open, but the Americans were perfuaded
that there was not water enough for any
thip with guns to pafs it. At the extre.
mity of this channel, and in remounting
it, we leave on the left a marfhy ground,
fo furrounded by Creeks, and inlets, as to
form a real ifland, called Province [fland.*
‘This poft was in the pofeflion of the
enemy ; who eftablithed batteries there,
which incommoded thofe of Fort Mdﬁm,_
but not fufficiently to make the Americans
abandon it.

The Englith army were at that time
in a fingular fituation: they had purchafed
and maintained pofieffion of Philadelphia

at

* This is one of the richeft fpots of land in
America, and being part of the proprietary eftate,
was parcelled out, and fold in lots by the Aflembly
of the State.
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at the price of two bloody battles: but
they were ftill fhut up between the Schuyl-
kill and the Delaware, having in their
" front Wathington’s army, which kept them
in awe, and behind them feveral forts
occupied by the Americans, which fhu¢
the paffage of the Delaware. A large city,
however, and a whole army muft have fub-
fiftence; it became neceflary therefore to
open the communication by fea, and to
fecure the navigation of the river. When
one recollets the innumerable obftacles the
Englith had to furmount in the prefent
war, it is difficult to affign the caufe of
 their fucceffes ; but if we turn our eyes on
all the unforefeen events which have de«
ceived the expeation of the Americans,
and fruftrated their beft concerted meafures,
one cannot but be perfuaded that they were
devoted to deftruétion, and that the alliance
with France alofie proved the means of
their prefervation. In this voyage, in par-
ticular, I faw freth proofs of it every in-
fltant. When the place was pointed out
to meé where the Augufla, of fixty-four
guns, took fire, and blew up in'attempting

tQ
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to force the chevaux de frife, and fur-
ther, on the remains of the Merlin, of two
and twenty, which ran athore in the fame
alion, and was burnt by the Englith them-
felves, whillt the Heflians were vainly
facrificing five or fix hundred men before
the Fort of Redbank, 1 figured to myfelf
the Englith army ftarved in Philadelphia,
retreating with difgrace and difficulty
through the Jerfeys, and my imagination
already enjoyed the triumph of America.
But of a fudden the fcene changed, and I
faw nothing but the fatality which col-
leGted towards the channel of Hog Ifland
the waters long' confined by: the Chevaux
de Frife, and recolleted with pain, that
on the 1g5th of November, three weeks
after the fruitlefs attempts I have men-
tioned, the Englith fucceeded in pafling
over the bar of this channel, the Vigilant,
and another {mall fhip of war; that they
thus got up the river, and turned Fort
Mifflin, the batteries of which they took
from behind, and left the Americans no
other refource but to abandon the defence
of .the chevaux de frife in all parts, and

Vor. L. S

make
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make a precipitate retreat by the left ﬂwre
of the Delaware.

Taught by fad experierice, the Ame-
ricans have provided in future againft the
misfortunes which coft them fo dear.
faw them with pleafure extending the for-
tifications of Miffling’s Ifland, fo as to en-
clofe the fort on every fide, which will be
furrounded alfo by the Delaware in place
of a ditch ; and as the garrifon will have'a
fafe afylum in fouterrains, bomb-proof,
this fort may henceforth be deemed im-
pregnable. The plan of thefe works was
given by M. du Portail ; Major Armfitrong
thewed me them upon the fpot, and I
found them' correfpond perfeétly wnh thc
juft reputation- of their author.

We now had to vifit Redbank; for
which purpofe we had again to crofs the
Delaware, which in this place is a mile
wide. The gentleman, who was to do the
honour there, was impatient to arrive. We
‘had amufed ourfelves by telling him that
the morning being far fpent, and the tide
about to turn, we fhould be obliged to
omit Redbank, and return direétly to

4 Philadelphia.
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Philadelphia. This conduCor, whom we
diverted ourfelves in tormenting, was M.
du Pleflis Maddu‘it', who in the double
capacity of engineer, and officer of artil-
lery, had the charge of arranging and de-
fending this poft, under the orders of
Colonel Green. On landing from our
boat, he propofed conducting us to a Qua-
ker’s, whofe houfe is half a mufquet
fhot from the fort, or rather the ruins
of the fort; for it is now deftroyed, and
there are {carcely any relsefs of it remain-
ing. ¢ This man, faid M. de Mauduit,
is a little of a tory; I was obliged to
knock down his barn, and fell his fruit
trees ; but he will be glad to fee M. de la
Fayette, and will receive us well.” We
took him at his word, but never was ex-
peCtation more compleatly deceived. We
found our Quaker feated in the chimney
corner, bufied in cleaning herbs: he re-
colleCted M. de Mauduit, who named M.
de la Fayette, and me, to him; but he did
not deign to lift his eyes, nor to anfwer
any of our introducer’s difcourfe, which
at firft was complimentary, and at length

S a jocofe.
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jocofe. Lxcept Dido’s ﬁlence, I know
nothing more fevere, but we had no dlf-
ficulty in accommodatmg ourfclves to thls
bad reception, and made our way to the
fort. We had not gone a hundsed yards
before we came to a {mall elevation, on
which a ftone was vertically placed, with,
this thort epitaph : bere Jies buried Colanel
Donop. M. de Mauduit could not. refrain
from expreffing his regret for this brave
man, who died in his arms two days after
the action; he affured us that we could
not make a ftep without treading on the
remains of fome Heffians; for near three
hundred were buricd in the front of the
ditch,

The Fort of Rcdbank was dcf'gned as
I have faid above, to fupport the left of
the chevaux de frife. ‘The bank of the
" Delaware at_this place is fteep; but even
this fteepnefs allowed the enemy to ap-
proach the fort, under cover, and without
being expofed to the fire of the batteries.
To remedy  this mconvemcuce feveral
gallies armed with cannon, and deftined to
defend, the chevaux de frlfe, were pofted

= the
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the whole length' of the efcarpement, and
took it in reverfe. 'The Americans, little
pradifed in the art of fortifications, and al-
ways difpofed to take works beyond their
ftrength, had made thofe of Redbank too
extenfive. When M. de Mauduit obtained
permiffion to be fent thither with Colonel
Green, he immediately fet about reducing
the fortifications, by interfeGting them from
eaft to weft, which transformed them into
a fort of large redoubt nearly of a 'pén'-
tagonal form. A good earthen rampart,
raifed to the height of the cordon, a foffé,
and an abattis in front of the foflé, con-
ftituted the whole ftrength of this ‘po(t,
in which were placed zhree bundred men,”
and fourteen pieces of cannon. The 22d
of O&ober, in the morning, they received
intelligence that a detachment of two thou-
fand five hundred Heflians were advancing ;
who were foon after perceived on the edge
of a wood to the north of Redbank, nearly
within cannon fhot.  Preparations were

] g

3 making

# General Howe calls them abont 8oo men.~
TRANSLATOR,
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making for the defence, when a Heflian
officer advanced, preceded by a drum; he
was fuffered to approach, but his harangue
was fo infolent that it only ferved to irritate
the garrifon, and infpire them with more
refolution.  * The King of England, faid
s he, orders bis rebellious fubjecis to lay down
“ their arms, and they are warned, that if
“¢ they fland the battle, no quarters whatever
¢ will be given.” The; anfwer was, that
they accepted the challenge, and that there
thould be no quarter on either fide. At four
o’clock in the afternoon, the Heflians made
avery brifk fire from a battery of cannon, and
foon after they opened, and marched to the
firft entrenchment, from which, finding
it abandoned, but not deftroyed, they
‘t'magz'fzed they had driven the Americans.
They then thouted vittoria, waved their hats
in the air, and advanced towards the redoubt,
The {fame drummer, who a few hours be-
fore had come to fummon the garrifon,
and had appeared as infolent as his officer,
was at their head beating the march ; both
he, and that officer were knocked on the
head by the firlt fire. The Heffians, how-

ever,
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ever, ftill kept advancing within the firft
entrenchment, leaving the river on their
right: they had already reached the abattis,
and were endeavouring to tear up, or cut
away the branches, when they were over-
whelmed with a fhower of mufquet thot,
which took them in front, and in flank 3
for as chance would have it, a part of the
courtine of the old entrenchment, which
had not been deftroyd, formed a proje&tion
at this very part of the interfeGtion. M. de
Mauduit had contrived to form it into a
fort of caponiere, (or trenchwith loop-holes)
into which he threw fome men, who flank-
ed the enemy’s left, and fired on them at
clofe thot. Officerswere feen every moment
rallying their men, marching back to the
abattis, and falling amidft the branches they
were endeavouring to cut. Colonel Donop
was particularly diftinguifhed by the marks
of the order he wore, by his handfome
figure, and by his courage; he was alfo feen
to fall like the reft. The Heffians, repulfed
by the fire of the redoubt, attempted to.
{ecure themfelves from it by attacking on:
the fide of the efcarpement, but the fire

S 4 from
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from the gallies fent them back with a
great lofs of men. At length they re-’
linquithed the attack, and regained the
wood in diforder.

Whilft this was pafling on the north
fide, another column made an attack on
the fouth, and, more fortunate than the
other, pafled the abattis, traverfed the
foflé, and mounted the berm; but they
were ftopped by the fraifes, and M. de
Mauduit running to this poft as foon as he
faw the firft affailants give way, the others
were obliged to follow their example.
They ftill did not dare however to ftir out
cf the fort, fearing a furprize; bat M.
de Mauduit withing to replace fome pali-
fades which had been torn up; he fallied
out with a few men, and was furprized to
find about twenty Heffians ftanding on the
berm, and ftuck up againft the thelving
of the parapet. . Thefe foldiers who had
been bold enough to advance thus far, fen-
fible that there was more rifque in ‘return-
ing, and not thinking proper to expofe
themfelves, were taken and brought into
the fort. " M. de Mauduit, after fixing

’ the
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the palifades, employed himfelf in repairing
the abattis; he again fallied out with a
detachment, and it was then he beheld
the deplorable fpeftacle of the dead; and
“dying, heaped one upon 2nother. = A% voice
arofe from amidft thefe carcafes, and faid in
Englith; whoever you are; draw ‘me bence.
It was the voice of Colonel- Donop: M.
de Mauduit made the foldiers lift him 'up,
and carry him into the fort, ‘where he was
foon known. He had his hip broken; but
whether they did not confider his wound
as mortal, or that they were heated by
the battle, and ftill irritated at the menaces
thrown out againft them a few hours before,
the Americans could not help faying,
aloud: Well! is it determined to give no
quarter 2 I am in your bands, replied the
Colonel, you may revenge yourfelves. M. de
Mauduit had no difficulty in  impofing
filence, and employed himfelf only in
taking care of the wounded officer. The
latter, perceiving he fpoke bad Englith, faid
to him: you appear to me a jforeigner, Sir,
who are you ?—A4 French officer, replied the

other.~— e fuis content, faid Donop, making
ule
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ufe of our language, e meurs entre les mains
de Phonneur mevze. 1 am content; I die in
the hands of honour itfelf. The next day
he was removed to the Quaker’s houfe,
where he lived three days, during which
he converfed frequently with M. de Mauduit.
He told him that he had beenlong in friend-
fhip with M. de Saint-Germain, that he
wifhed in dying to recommend to him his
vanquither, and benefactor. He afked for
paper, and wrate a letter, which he deli-
vered to M. de Maunduit, requiring of him,
as the laft favour, to acquaint him when
he was about to die: the latter was foon
under the neceflity of acquitting himfelf of
this fad duty: if is finifbhing a noble career
early, faid the Colonel; but I die the victim
of my ambition, and of the avarice of my
Sfovereign.  Fifteen wounded officers were
found, like him, upon the ficld of battle ;
M. de Mauduit had the fatisfaction to con-
du& them himfelf to Philadelphia, where
he was very well received by General Howe,
By fingular accident, it happened that the
Englith that very day received indiret in-
telligence of the capitulation of Burgoyne,
of
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of which he knew more than they. They
pretended to give no credit to it: yox who,
are a Erenchman, faid they, fpeak Jreely, do
you think it poffible? I know, replied he,

that the fait is fo; explan zt as You tbzmé
proper.

Perhaps Ihave dwelt tco long on tlns
event; but I fhall not have to apologize to
thofe who will partake of the pleafing
fatisfation I experience, in fixing my eyes
upon the triumphs of America, and in
difcovering my countrymen amongift thofe
who have reaped her laurels. At prefent
1 haften my return to Philadelphia, where,
on my arrival, I had only time to drefs
myfelf toattend the Chevalier de la Luzerne,
and the companions of my journey, to din-
ner at Mr. Huntington’s, the Prefident of
Congrefs.  Mrs. Huntington, a good look-
ing, lufty woman, but not young, did the
honours of the table, that is to fay, helped
every body without faying a word. I did
not remain long after dinner, having a
little fnug rendezvous, which I was not
inclined to mifs. The reader will think
it time for me to throw fome variety -into

this
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this journal; but'T’am obliged to confels
that this rendezvous-was with My, Samuel
Adams.. We had promifed ourfelves at
our laft interview to fet' an cvening apart
for a tranquil téte-a-tete, and this ‘was the
day appointed. Our converfation commen-
ded with a topic of which he might have
{pared himfelf the difcuffion; the juftice of
the caufe he was engaged in. < I am clearly
of opinion that ‘the parliament of England
had no right to tax America without her
«confent, but I am more clearly convinced
that when a whole people fay we will be free,
At is difficult to demonftrate they are in the
wrong. Be thatas it may, Mr. Adams very
Afatisfactorily proved to me, that New Eng- -
land, comprehending the ftates of Mafia-
chuflets, New Hampthire, Conne&ticut, and
Rhode Ifland, were not peopled with any
view to commerce and aggrandifement, but
wholly by individuals who fled from perfe-
cution, and fought an afylum at the extre-
mity of the world, where they might be
free to live, and follow their opinions ; that
:it was of their own accord, that thofe new
«colonifts put themfelves under the protec-

tion
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tion of England ; that:the mutual relation-
thip, fprmgxng from this connexion, was
exprefled. in: their- charters, and that the
right of xmpnﬁng, or. exacting a revenue. of
any Lmd was not comprized in them. . ./
From this fubjeét we pafled to a moresin-
terefting one; the form of government which
thould be given to each ftate; for itis only
on account of the future, that it is neceffary
to take a retrofpe& of the Paﬁ: “The revolu-
tion has taken place, and the republic is
beginning; it is an infant newly born, the
queftion is how to nour1ﬂ1 and rear it to
maturity. I exPreffed to Mr. Adams fome
anxiety for the foundations on whlc;h the
new conftitutions are formed, and particu-
larly that of Maffachuflets. Every citizen,
faid I, every man who pays taxes, has a
right to vote in the elecion of reprefenta-
tives, who form the legiflative body, -and
who may be called the fovereign power,
All this is very well for the prefent moment,
becaufe every citizen is pretty equally at his
eafe, or may be fo in a fhort time, but the
{uccefs of commerce, and even of agricul-
ture, will introduce riches amongft you, and
riches
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riches ‘will produce inequality of fortunes,
and of property. INow, wherever this in-
equality exifts, the real force Will’invariably
be on the fide of ‘property; fo that'if the in-
fluence in government be not proportioned
to that property, there will always be a con-
trariety, a combat between the form of go-
vernment, and its natural tendency, theright
will be on one fide, and the power on the
other; ' the balance then only can exift be-
tween the two equally dangerous extremes,
of ariftocracy and anarchy. Befides, the ideal
worth of men muft ever be comparative :
an individual without property is a difcon-
tented citizen, when the ftate is poor;
place a rich man near him, he dwindles in-
toaclown. What will refult then, one
day, from vefting the right of election in
this clafs of citizens? The fource of civil
broils, or corruption, perhaps both at the
{ame time. The following was pretty near-
1y the anfwer of Mr. Adams. I'am very
fenfible of theforce of your obje@ions; we
aré not what we thould be, we fhould la-
bour rather for the future, than for the pre-
fent moment, I build a country houfe, and

have
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have infant children ; I' ought doubtlefs’to"
conftrud theirapartments with an eye to'the’
time in which they fhall be'grown up and’
married: but we have not negleted this pre-
caution. ~ Inthe firft place, I muft inform
you, that this new conftitution was propofed
and agreed to in the moft legitimate manner
of which thereis any example fince'the days
of Lycurgus. Acommittee chofen from the
members of the legiflative body, then ex-
ifting, and which might be confidered asa
provifional government, was named to pre-
pare a new code of laws. - As foon as it was
prepared, each county or diftrit was re-
quired toname a committee to-examine this
plan : it was recommended to them to fend
it back at the expiration of a certain time,
with their obfervations. ‘Thefe obferva-
tions having been difcuffed by the com-
mittee, and the neceffary alterations made,
the plan was fent back to each particular
committee. When they had all approved
it, they received orders to communicate it
to the people at large, and to demand their
fuffrages. If two-thirds of the votersap-
‘proved it, it was to have the force of law,

and



and. be regarded as the work of the people
themf(elves ; of two and twenty  thoufand
fuffrages, a much greater proportion than
tworthirds was in favour of the new con-
ftitution. - Now - thefe were ‘the  principles
on which it -was-eftablithed : a ftate is ne-
ver free but when!each citizen is bound by
no-law whatever: that he has not approved
of, either by himfelf, or by his reprefenta-
tives; but to reprefent another man, it is
neceflary to have been elected by him; every
citizen therefore thould have 2 part in elec-
tions.. On the other hand, it would be in
vain for the people to poflefs- the right of
elé&ting reprefentatives, were they reftrain-
ed.in the choice of them to a particular
clafs; it is neceflary therefore not to re-
quire too much property as a qualification
for the reprefentative of the péople.  Accord-
ingly the houfe -of reprefentatives which
form the legiflative body, and the true fo-
vereign,, are the people themfelves repre-
fented by their delegates. = Thus far the go-
~vernment is purely democratical; but it is
the_permanent and: enlightened will of the
_peaple which. fhould conftitute law, and

not
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not the paffions and fallies to which they
are too fubje&t. It is neceffary to moderate
their firft emotions, and bring them to the
teft of enquiry and refletion.  This is the
important bufinefs entrufted with the Go-
vernor and Senate, who reprefent with us
the negative power, vefted in England in
the upper-houfe, and even in the crown,
with this difference only, that in our new
conftitution the fenate has a right to reject
a law, and the governor to fufpend the pro-
mulgation, and return it for a reconfidera-
tion ; but thefe forms complied with, if, af-
ter this frefh examination, the people per-
fift in their refolution, and there is then,
not as before, a mere majority, but two-
thirds of the fuffrages in favour of the law,
the governor and fenate are compelled to
give it their fancion. Thus this power
moderates, without deftroying the authori-
ty of the people, and fuch is the organiza-
tion of ourrepublic; as to prevent the {prings
from breaking by too rapid a movement,
withoutever ftopping them entirely. Now, it
is here we have given all its weight to pro-
perty. A man mufl have a pretty confider-

Vor. L. ¢ i able
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able property to vote for a member of the
Senate; he muft have a more confiderable
one to be himfelf eligible. Thus the de-
mocracy is pure and entire in the affembly,
which reprefents the jovereign ; and the ari-
ftocracy, or, if you will, the optimacy, is to
be found only in the moderating power,
where it is the more neceffary, as men ne-
ver watch more carefully over the ftate
than when they have a great intereft in its
deftiny. As to the power of commanding
-armies, it ought neither to be vefted in a
great, nor even in a {mall number of men:
the Governor alone can employ the forces by
fea and land according to the neceflity; but
the land forces will confift ¢nly in the mi-
litia, which, as it is compofed of the people
themfelves, can never adt againft the peo-

ple.*
Such

# As there dppears to be fome little inaccuracy in
this account of the converfation, the reader is re-
ferred to the Confiitution of the MafJachufféts, as repub-
lithed in England with thofe of the other ftates,
‘where he will fee the refpective privileges and powers
of the Senate and Governor and Carincil clearly difcri-
‘minated, which are here confounded. The Tranfla-
tor has endeavoured to free the original from its ob-
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Such was the idea Mr. Adams gave me
of his own work, * for it is he who had the
greateft part in the formation of the {new
laws. It is faid, however, that before his
credit was employed to get them accepted,
it was neceflary to combat his private opi-
nion, and to make him abandon f{yftems
in which he loved to ftray, for lefs fublime,
but more pra&ticable proje&s. This citizen,
otherwife fo refpectable, has been frequent-
ly reproached with confulting his library,
rather than the prefent circumftances, and
of always beginning by the Greeks and
Romans, to get at the whigs and tories ; if
this be true, I fhall only fay that ftudy has.
alfo its inconveniences, but not fuch as are
important, fince Mr. Samuel Adams, hereto-
fore the enemy of regular troops, and the

' T 2 moft

{curity, the fenate being there wholly overlooked,
and its duties blended with thofe of the Governor and
Council ; and materially to preferve the drift of Mr.
Adams’s argument. TrANSLATOR.

* I have fome reafon to think that the admirable
form of government for Maffachuffets Bay, is not the
work of Mr. Samuel Adams, but of Mr. Fohn Adams,
the prefent Minifter Plenipotentiary from the United
States, in England. TRANSLATOR.
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moft extravagant partifan of the democracy,
at prefent employs all his influence to main-
tain an army, and to eftablith a mixed: go-
vernment. Be that as it _may, I departed
well content with this converfation, which
was only interrupted by a glafs of Madeira,
a difth of tea, and an old American General,
nowamember of Congrefs, who lodges with
Mr. Adams.

I knew that there was a ball at the Che-
valier de la Luzerne’s, which made me lefs
in a hurry to return thither : it was, how-
ever, a very agreeable aflembly; for it was
giverr to a private fociety, on the occafion
of a marriage. There were near twenty
women, twelve or fourteen of whom were
dancers ; each of them having her partner,
as is the cuftom in America. Dancing is
faid to be at once the emblem of gaiety and
of love; here it feems to be the emblem of
legiflation, and of marriage ; of legiflation,
inafmuch as places are marked out, the
country dances named, and every proceed-
ing provided for, calculated and fubmitted
to regulation ; of marriage, as it furnithes
each lady with a partner, with whom fhe

danges
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dances the whole evening, without being
alHowed to take another. It is true that
every fevere law requires ‘mitigation, and
that it often happens, that a young lady
after dancing the two or three firft dances

with her partner, may make a freth choice,
or accept of the invitation fhe has receiv-
ed; but ftill the comparifon holds good,
for it is a marriage in the European fa-
fhion.  Strangers have generally the privi-
lege of being complimented with the hand-
fomeft women. The Comte de Darnes had
Mrs. Bingham for his partner, and the Vi-
comte de Noailles, Mifs Shippen. Both of
them, like true philofophers, teftified a
great refpect for the manners of the coun.
try, by not quitting their handfome part-
ners the whole evening ; in other refpeéts
they were the admiration of all the affembly,
from the grace and noblenefs with which
they danced ; I may even affert, to the ho-
nour of my country, that they furpaffed a
Chief Juftice of Carolina (Mr. Pendleton)
and two members of Congrefs, one of whom
(Mr. Duane) paffed however for being by
10 per cent. more lively than all the other

13 dancers.
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dancers. ‘The ball was fufpended, towards
midnight, by a fupper, ferved in the man-
ner of coffee, on feveral different tables.
On paffing into the dining-room, the Che-
valier de la Luzerne prefented his hand to
Mors. Morris, and gave her the precedence,
an honour pretty generally beftowed on her,
as {he is the richeft woman in the city, and
all ranks here being equal, men follow
their natural bent, by giving the preference
to riches. The ball continued till two in
the morning, as I learnt the next morning
on rifing, for I had feen too many attacks
and battles the day before not to have
learnt to make a timely retreat.

Our young folks ftanding in need of re-
pofe after their journey and exercife of the
evening, did not appear at breakfaft. In
their ftead, we had an old Quaker of the
name of Benezer, whofe diminutive figure,
and humble and f{canty phyfiognomy,
formed a perfect contraft to Mr. Pendleton.
This Mr. Benezet may rather be regarded
as the model, than as a {pecimen of the
fe& of Quakers: wholly occupied with the
- welfare of mankind, his charity and gene-
rofity
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rofity made him be held in great confidera-
tion in happier times, when the virtues
alone fufficed to render the citizen illuf-
trious. At prefent the noife of arms deafens
the ears againft the fighs of charity, and the
amor patriz has prevailed over the love of
humanity.  Benezet, however, ftill exer-
cifes his benevolence: he came to get fome
_information refpe&ting the new methods
invented in France of reftoring drowned
perfons to life. I promifed not only to
fend them to him from Newport, but to
tran{mit to him fuch a box, with the ne-
ceffaries, as our government has diftributed
in the fea-port towns. Confidence being
eftablithed between us, we fell on the topic
of the miferies of war. * Friend, fays he
to me, I know thou art a man of letters,
« and 2 member of the French Academy :
¢ the men of letters have written a great
¢ many good things of late; they have
« attacked errors and prejudices, and,
¢ above all, intolerance; will they not
endeavour too, to difguft men with the
horrors of war, and to make them live
¢ together like friends and brethren ?"—

Lo “ Thou

e

6
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Thou art not deceived, Friend, replied
1, when thou buildeft fome hope on
the progrefs of enlightened philofophy.
Many active hands are labouring at the

«¢ grandedifice of public happinefs; but vainly
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will they employ themfelves in finithing
fome parts of it, as long as there is a
deficiency at the bafe, and that bafe, thou
haft faid it, is univerfal peace. Asforinto-
lerance and perfecution, itistrue that thefe
two enemies of the human race, are not
bound by ftrong enough chains; but I
will whifper a word in thy ear, of which
thou wilt not perhaps feel all the force,
though thou art well acquainted with
the French; they are out of fafbion; 1
thould even believe them to be on the
point of annihilation, but for fome little
circumitances thou art not informed of ;
which are, that they who attack them are
now and then imprifoned, and Abbies of a
bundred thoufand livres a year beflowed on

“ fuch as favour them.” <« A hundred

[ 11
éc

thoufand livres a year! cried Benezet,
there is wherewithal to build hofpitals

‘and eftablith manufatures; this doubt-

¢ lefs
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lefs is the ufe they make of their riches.”
No, Friend, replied I, perfecution muft
be kept in pay; though it muft be con- -
fefled that it is but md:ﬁ"erently paid,
for the moft fplendid of thefe perfecutors
content themfelves with giving a penfion
of ten or twelve hundred livres to a few
fatirical poets, or journalifts, enemies of
letters, whofe works are greatly read, but
little fold.”—¢¢ Friend, fays the Quaker,
this perfecution is a ftrange thing: I can
hardly believe what has happened to
myfelf. My father was a Frenchman,
and I am a native of thy country. It is
now fixty years, fince he was obliged to
feek an afylum in England taking with
him his children, the only treafure he
could fave in his misfortunes. Juftice,
or what is fo called in thy country, or-
dered him to be hung in effigy, for
explaining the Gofpel differently from
thy priefts. My father was not much
better pleafed with thofe of England;
wifthing to get out of the way of all
hierarchy, he came and fettled in this
country, where I led a happy life until

; « this
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<« this war broke out. I have long forgot
« all the perfecutions my family under-
«« went. 1 love thy nation, becaufe it is
« mild and fenfible, and as  for thee,
¢« Friend, I know that thou ferveft humae
¢ nity as much as in thy power. When
« thou fhalt get to Europe, engage thy
¢« brethren to fecond thee, and, in the mean
¢ time, permit me to place under thy
¢« protection our brethren of Rhode Ifland.”
He then recommended to me fpecifically the
Quakers living in that ftate, and who are
pretty numerous; after which he took
leave, defiring my permiffion to fend me
fome pamphlets, iz bis way, which were
principally apologies for his fect. I affured
him I would read them with great pleafure,
and he did not fail to fend them the next
morning.

Of whatever fect a man may be who is
" inflamed with an ardent love of humanity,
he is undoubtedly a refpetable being ; but
I muft confefs that it is difficult to beftow
upon this feét in general, thatefteem which
cannot be refufed to fome individuals. The

law obferved by many of them, of faying
: neither
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neither you, nor fir, is far frem giving them
a tone of fimplicity and candour. I know
not whether it be to compenfate for that
{ort of rufticity, that they in general af-
{fume a fmooth and wheedling tone, which
isaltogether Jefuitical. Nor does their con-
du&t belie this refemblance: concealing
their indifference for the public welfare
under the cloak of religion, they are {par-
ing of blood, ’tis true, efpecially of their
own people ;¥ but they trick both parties

out

# In confirmation of this remark, I cannot avoid
referring to a circumftance which made a confiderable
noife at the time, and has been grofily perverted to
the difcredit of American humanity. Every reader
attentive to the events of the war in that country,
muft recolle& the execution of Carlifle and Roberts,
two confiderable Quakers, after the evacuation of
Philadelphia by General Clinton; the barbarity of
putting to death two members of a fe& fo peaceable
and inoffenfive, who bad not borne arms, and whofe
principles forbid an a&ive oppofition to any form of
government, was much enlarged upon. In juftice
to America, and for the benefit of future hiftorians,
1 fhall give the fa&, the truth of which will bear
enquiry, as 1 had it from men of every party and
defcription in that city, and leave the decifion to
every impartial man. The Quakers in America, [
fpeak generally, had long belicd their principles, and
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out of their money, and that without either
fhame or decency. It isa received maxim
in trade, to beware of thcm, and this
opinion, which is well founded, will become
ftill more neceflary. In fack, nothing can

be

covertly and openly done every thing in their power
to thwart the meafures adopted by a vaft majority of
their countrymen, then in poffeflion of the govern-
ment ; their fecret intrigues and open defiance were
long overlooked and borne with, until danger be-
came fo critical as to demand fome precautions for
the common fafety. A few of the moft afive {pirits
amongft thefe pacific and paffive feélaries were ar-
refted, and fent from the immediate fcene of ation
into Virginia, where they {uffered only a temporary
reftraint from mifchief. Carlifle and Roberts, tho’
well known for a malignant hatred to the canfe of
America, unfortunately for them, elcaping this
tempox:ary exile, continued their clandeftine prac-
tices until General Howe got pofleflion of the city,
when they no longer fet any bounds to their inve-
teracy. They were both employed by the General, -
or his honeft and grateful agent M. Galloway, in
the adminiftration of the police, or in other words, ~
they undertook, Carlifle in particular, to difcriminate
between the Loyalifts and the Friends to America.
Carlifle granted permiffions to pafs the lines, watched
at the gates, to point out obnoxious perfons coming
in from the country, who were frequently committed
to prifen on his bare fuggeftion, and exercifed, in
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be worfe than enthufiafm in its downfall ;
for what can be its fubftitute, bat hypo-
crify ? ‘That monfler fo well known in
Europe, ﬁnds but too eafy an accefs to all

rchglons,

fhort, the office of fub-inquifitor to Mr. Jofeph
Galloway. Nor was this the only method by which
they manifefted the peaceable principles of their feét.
General Howe having received information ofa party
of militia lying in the woods, in the county of
Bucks, at fixteen miles diftance, under General
Lacy, difpatched Lieutenant Colonel Abercrombie
with a confiderable detachment by the Frankfort
road to attack them ; and one or both of thefe harm-
lefs Quakers, who would not bear arms for the wealth
of Britain, confcientiouily undertook to conducét this
man of blood to a fuccefsful furprize and maflacre
of their own countrymen. Thefe, and a variety of
other fafts being proved againft them, after the eva-
cuation of the town, where they had the prefumption
to remain, and there being an evident neceffity for
making an example of thefe moft dangerous of all
enemies, lenity would have been as ill timed as
unjuft to_the fuffering citizens. Such, I am forry
to fay it, was the undoubted condu& of too many of
this once refpe&table body, during the war, a con-
duét, which muft not only be condemned by every
honourable and feeling mind, but I may venture o
fay, is wholly repugnant to the principles ®f 2
Lettfom, aFothergill, a Barclay, or a #illiam Penn;
for, it may be pronounced with no intolerant fpirit,
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religions; he found none, however, in a
a company of young ladies, who were in-
vited, as well as myfelf, to drink tea with
Mrs. Cunningham. They were well dreffed,
feemed defirous of pleafing, and it is fair
to conclude, that their private fentiments
were in unifon with their appearance. The
miftrefs of the houfe is amiable, and her
converfation graceful and interefting. This
aflembly recalled to my mind in every ref-
peét, thofe of Holland, and Geneva, where
one meets with gaiety without indecency,

and the with to pleafe without coquettry.
On Sunday the 1oth I had refolved to
make a circuit through the churches, and
different

that in cafes of critical emergency, no fociety can
endure fuch members. In oppofition, however, to
newf{paper reports, and their cries of perfecution, I
can myfelf bear teftimony to the unpunifhed licence
thefe Quietefts gave their tongues in the very feat of
Congrefs, and in defiance of the Affembly of the
State, and to their oftentatious difplay of the por-
traits of the King and Queen of England, which,
however, there is every reafon to believe, was more
the refult of obftinacy, and the fpirit of contradiction,
than of loyalty or reafon, in this felfifh {et of people,
‘ TRANSLATOR.
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different places of worfhip.  Unluckily the
different fe&s, who agree in neither point,
take the fame hour to afifemble the faithful,
fo that in the morning I'was only able to
vifit the quakers meeting, and in the after-
noon the church of England. The hall
the Quakers meet in is {quare; there are,
on every fide, and parallel with the walls,
benches and defks, by which means they
are placed oppofite to each other, without
either altar or pulpit to attralt the atten-
tion. As foon as they are aflembled, one
of the more elderly makes an extempore
prayer, of whatever comes uppermoft in his
mind ; filence is then obferved until fome
man or woman feels infpired, and rifes to
{peak. Travellers muft be taken at their
word, however extraordinary their motives.
Like Ariofto, I fhall recount prodigies, diro
maraviglia; but it is a fa& that I arrived at
the moment a woman was done holding
forth ; fhe was followed by 2 man who talk-

ed a great deal of nonfenfe about internal
grace, the illumination of the fpirit, and
the other dogmas of his fe®, which. be
bandied about, but took fpecial care not to

explain them; and at length finifhed his
4 difcourfe
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difcourfe to the great content of the bre-
thren, and the fifterhood, who had all of

them a very inattentive and liftlefs air. Af-
ter feven or eight minutes filence, an old
man went on his knees, dealt us out a very
unmeaning prayer, and difmifled the audi-

ence.™
On

* Mention has been frequently made in the pub-
lic prints of the new fe& of fhakers in Maflachuffets
Bay, who carry their frantic orgies to ftill more ri-
diculous and licentious excefles than the priftine
Quakers, with George Fox at their head ; but I have
feen no notice taken of another, which fprung up
at Rhode Ifland about the year 1780. A very come-
ly young woman is, or pretends to be, impréﬂ'cd with
the belief that fhe is in her perfon the faviour of the
world revived, and travels from place to place, at-
tended by twelve young men, whom fhe calls ber
apoftles; who, if the general affertion be credited,
have literally followed the precept of ““making eu-
nuchs of themfelves for Chrift’s fake.” General
Gates told me he heard her preach at Rhode Ifland,
and I made an attempt to hear her at Philadelphia
in O&ober 1782, but the crowd was {o great, and,
what is very uncommon in America, fo turbulent,
that it was impoffible to get near the place of wor-
fhip. Two of her apoftles came to the houfe I
boarded in, to obtain lodgings for her, and fome of
the brethren ; by which means I had an opportuni-
ty of feeing a fpecimen of them, but they would en-
ter into no converfation; they were tall, handfome
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On quitting this melancholy, homefpun
aﬂ'cmbly, the fervwc of the Englith church
appeared to me a fort of gpéra, as well for
the mufic as the decorations: a handfome
pulpit placed before a handfome organ; a
handfome minifter in that pulpit, reading,
fpcakmg, and finging with a grace entirely
theatrical, a number of young women an-
fwering melodioufly from the pit and boxes,
(for the two fide galleries form a fort of
boxes) a foft and agreeable vocal mufic,
with excellent fonatas, played alternately on
the organ ; all this, compared to the qua-
kers, the anabaptifts, the prefbyterians, &c.
appeared to me rather like a little paradife
itfelf, than as the road to'it. 1f however
we confider the different {e&ts, whether ri~
gid, or frivolous, but all imperious, all ex-
clufive, we think we fee men reading in the
great book of nature, like Montauciel at his

young men, the youngeft not abeve nineteen, with
large round flapped hats, and long flowing ftrait
locks, with a fort of melancholy wildnefs in their
countenances, and an effeninate, dejected air, which
feemed to juftify the truth of what I believe literally
to be their unfortunate fituation. TRANSLATOR.

¥or.]. U lefion,
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leflon, when inftead of wous,efes unblanc bec,
he perfifts in repeating trompette bleffé. It
is a million to one that a man thould hit up-
on a line of writing without knowing how
to {pell his letters : but fhould he come to
afk your affiftance, beware how you med-
dle with him ; it is better to leave him in
his error than to cut throats with him.

I fhall only mention my dinner this day at
Mrs. Powell’s, to fay that it wasexcellentand
agreeable in every refpect. ‘The converfa-
tion carried us fo far into the evening, that
it was near eleven when I returned home.
M. de l1a Fayette had made a party with
the Vicomte de Noailles and the Comte de
Damas, to go the next morning, firft to
German-Town (whlch the two latter had not
yet feen) and from thence to the old camp
at Whitemarfb. Though I had already
viewed the former, I had no objeftion to
coing over it a fecond time, befides that I
was curious to fee the compleat White-

marih.

+ For this allufion the reader is referred to the
humorous prifon fcene, = between Montauciel and
the Defertcr, in the comic opera-of that names, Mon-
tauciel is the Skirmifh of the Englifh theatre, in
their copy from the French, TRANSLATOR.
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marfh. It is that which was occupied by
General Wathington after the unfuccefsful
attempt of the 7th of O&ober. As this was
a bold pofition which the. Englith never
dared to attack, it is very celebrated in the
American army, where they affert that they
had o other entrenchment than two redoubts.
The factis, that the pofition is excellent,
and does great honour to General Wathing«
ton, who could difcover it, asif by inftin&,
through thofe woods with which the coun-
try was then covered ; but it is nolefs true,
that General Howe had every reafon for not
attacking it, and, amongft others, for the
following : defcending from the heights of
German-Town, there are very thick woods;
on coming out of them, to the weft, is a
pretty high hill, the foot of which is wa-
tered by a rivulet, with fteep banks, which
turns towards the north and protects the
right of the camp. Six pieces of cannon
were placed on this eminence, with four
hundred men, who formed an advanced
pion. 1t is called Chefnut-Hill, from a little
church of that' name, fituated on its fum=
mit ; behind'this eminence; and behiad the

U 2 ; woods
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woods which ftrétch from eaft to weft
the ground rifes Qo&lﬁdcrably, and forms
two hills with a gentle declivity, which
commands Chefnut church ; here the army.
was encamped.  Thefe hills are only fepa-
rated by a fmall bottom; each fummit was
fortified with a redoubt, and the flope of it
defended by an abattis. The hill on the
left was ftill further prote&ed by a rivulet,
which might be increafed at pleafure, as
it ran behind the camp, and it was eafy to
make the dams neceffary for raifing the wa-
ters. 'The front of this pofition, tis true,
is covered with wood ; but thefe woods ter-
minate at three hundred yards from the line
formed abreaft; an enemy therefore muft
have come out of them uncovered, and how
get through a wood where there is no road,
and which was filled with militia and r#fle-
men?2 T pointed out the more minutely all
the advantages of this pofition, that I might
amufe myfelf in exaggerating them to M. de
la Fayette, to convince him that he was a
Gafeon as well as the reft of them. He
owned to me that the camp was a good one,
‘and that if the Englith had given them
6 room
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room for pleafantry, it was only by infert-
ing in their relations that the Rebels were
fo well entrenched that it was impofiible to
attack them. But we were unanimous in
our conclufion, that the more refpe&able
this pofition was, the more honour it did to
General Wathington, who had divined, ra_
ther than difcovered it. This was really
an eagle’s-eye view, for it feems as if he
muft have hovered above the trees to exa-

mine the ground concealed by them.*
Having taken our view, we returned
brifkly to the Chevalier de la Luzerne’s,
where dinner came very a propos, after be-
ing eight hours op horfeback, and riding
fix and thirty miles. In the afternoon we
drank tea with Mifs Shippen. This was
the firft time, fince my arrival in America,
that I had ieen mufic introduced into {o-
ciety, and mix with its amufements. Mjfs
Rytledge + played on the harpfichord, and
U3 played

* See General Howe's account of his attempt upon
this camp. TRANSLATOR.
+ Mifs Rutlcdgc is fince married to M. de Mar-
bois, who is at prefent Secretary to M. de 1a Lu-

#erne in his government of St. Domingo.
TRANSLATOR,
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played very well.  Mifs Shippen fung with
timidity, but with a pretty voice. - Mr. Ot~
taw, Secretary to M. de la Luzerne, fent
for his harp ||, he accompanied Mifs Ship-
pen, and played feveral pieces. Mufic na-
turally leads to dancing: the Vicomte de
WNoailles, took down a violin, which was
mounted with harp ftrings, and he made
the young ladies dance, whilft their mo-
thers and other grave perfonages chatted in
another room. . When mufic, and the fine
arts come to profper at Philadelphia; when
fociety once becomes eafy and gay there, and
they learn to accept of pleafure when it pre-
fents itfelf, without a formal invitation,
then may foreigners cnjoy all the advan-
tages peculiar to their manners and govern-
ment, without envying any thing in Eu-

Tope
& § The

|| He is now Conful General, and Chargé des
Affaires at Philadelphia in the abfence of the Che-
valier de la Luzerne, —The Chevalier does not
returp to America, being appointed to the govern-
;ilpnt 'o_.f St. Domingo, and no other Minifter is yet
npamed, TRANSLATOR.,

§ It is very certain that any perfon educated in
Etrope, and accuftomed to the luxury of mufic and
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The 12th, in the morning, a new caval=
cade, and a new reconnoitring party. M.
de la Fayette was to do the honours of
this. The juft interet he infpires, has
given ftill more celebrity to an event, of
itfelf fingular enough. The alliance with
France being already public in June 1778,
it feemed probable that the Englith would

not delay the evacuation of Philadelphia.
In this ftate of things, though it was Gene-
ral Wathington’s bufinefs to rifque nothing,

it

the fine arts, and to their enjoyment in the two ca-
pitals of France and England, muft find a great
void in thefe particulars in America. This the
Tranflator experienced during his refidence in that
country, and felt the contraft with greater force on
his return to Europe.  After a long abfence, in which
he heard {fcarcely any other mufic than church
hymns, the cannon, and the drum ; or viewing any
paintings but the little fketches of Cimetiere, or the
portraits of Pecle, at Philadelphia: on his arrival at
Bordeaux after the peace, the common orcheftra at
the theatre afforded him more exquifite delight than
he had ever felt from one of Haydon's beft fympho-
nies at Bach’s, or than he fhould now feel perhaps
at the Weftminfter commemoration of Handel; and
the very moderate exhibition at the Louvre, was, to
him, agroupe of Raphaels, Titians, and Vandykes.
TRANSLATOR,
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it was important neverthelefs to watch the
“motions of the enemy. M. de la Fayette
received ordcrs to march from Valley Forge,
with two thoufand infantry, fifty dragoons,
and as many favages, to pafs the Schuyikill,
and take poft on a height called Barrenbill,
about twelye miles dlﬁant from Philadel-
phia. The pofition was critical, he might
be attackcd or turned, by thrgc dl&cr:.nt
roads; but M. de la Faycttc guarded, the.
moft d:rg& of the three; a Brigadier anq—
ral of militia, named Potter, had orders to
watch the fecond, and patroles kept an
eye upon the third, which was the moft
circuitous. Though thefe - precautions
fcemcd fuiﬁcxent at firlt fight, they muft
not have been deemed fo by General Howes
for he thought he had now fairly caught
the J\’Imgms, and even carried his gafconade
fo far'as to ‘invite Iadlcs to meet hlm at
{uppcr the next day, and whilft the prm-
cipal part of the’ ofﬁcers were at thc play,
"he

® % The Englith had brought with them from New
York, a cornpany &f players, and the officers them-
{elves frequently perfo: med the principal chara&ters.
~[ At excellent trait this for the futare hiftorians of

L J
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he put in movement the main body of his
forces, which he marched in three co-
lumns. The firft, commanded by General
Howe in perfon, took the'diredt road to
Barrenhill, - pafling by Schuylkill Falks, and
keeping along the river; the fecond, led
by General Grey, kept the high road of
German-Town, and was to fall on M. de
la Fayette’s left flank; the third, ‘under the
orders of General Grant, made a long cir-
cuit, marching firft by Frankfort, then
turning upon Oxford, to reach the only
ford by which the Americans could re-

treat. - . '
This complicated ,maréhj"-_ was executed
the more eafily, as the'Englith had pofitive
intelligence that the militia did not occupy.
the poft affigned them. Fortunately for
M. de la Fayette, two officers had fet out
early from the camp to go into the Jerfeys,
where they had bufinefs; thefe officers
having fucceflively fallen in with two
columns

the civil war, as well as thc mefchianza, that jlluf-
trious at of folly and infatuation ; fals truly cha-

ra&eriftic of the diffipation, and decline of a great
people, TRANSLATOR.]
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columns of the enemy, refolved to return
to the camp through the woods, as quick
as pofiible. - General Howe’s column was
not long in reaching the advanced pofts of
M. de la Fayette; which gave rife to a
laughable enough adventure. The fifty
favages he had with him, were placed in
an ambufcade, in the woods, after their
manner, that is .to fay, lying as clofe as
rabbits. © Fifty Englifh dragoons, who had
;;cyer feen any Indians, marching at the
head of the column, entered the wood
where they were hid, who on their part
had never feen dragoons. Up they ftart,
raifing a horrible. cry, throw down their
arms, and efcape by {wimming acrofs the
Schuylkill. The dragoons, on the other
hand, as much terrified as they were,
turned abont their horfes, and did not re-

~ cover - their panic ’till they got back to

Philadelphia. M. de la Fayette, now find-
ing that he was turned, concluded very

juftly like a warrior, that the column

marched againft him would not be the firft
to makc the attack, and that it would wait
till the other was in r_eadmcfs He imme-

5 : - diately
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diately - changed his front, therefore, and
took a good pofition oppofite the fecond
column, having before him Barrenhill
Church, and behind him the opening which
ferved as a retreat. But he had fcarcely
occupied this pofition, before he learnt that
General Grant was on his march to the
Schuylkill Ford, and was already nearer
to it than himfelf. Nothing remained but
to retreat: but the only road he had, made
him approach the column of General Grant,
and expofed him to be attacked by it in
front, whilft Grey and Howe fell upon his
rear. The road, ’tis true, foon turning;to the
left, became {eparated by a fmall valley
from that General Grant was on, but this
valley itfelf was crofled by feveral roads, and
it muft, in thort, be traverfed to reach the
Ford. In this fituation, his own greatnefs
of mind alone {uggefted to the:young foldier
the proper condud, as well as confummate
experience could poffibly have done. He
knew that more honour is loft, than time
gained, in converting a retreat. into a flight,
He continued his march, therefore, in fa
tranquil and regular an order, that he im-

: pofed
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pofcd on General Grant, and made him
believe, that he was {uftained by Wathing-
ton's whole ‘army, which was waiting for
fok 4 B8 of the defil&™ On ‘the
b£11er hand, Howe himfelf, on arriving on
the heights of Barrenhill, was deceived by
the firt manceuvre of M, de la Fayette;
for fteing the Americans in line of battle,
on the very fpot where the fecond column
was to appear, ‘he imagined it was Generat
Grey who had got pofleffion of this pofition,
and thusloft fome minutesinlooking through
his olaf's, and 'in fending to reconnoitre.
General Grey alfo loft time in waiting for the
right'and left columns. From all thefe mif*
takes it followed, that M. de Ia Fayette had
the opportunity of cffe&mg his retreat, as if
by enchantment, and he paﬁ'ed the river
~ with all his artillery without lofing a man.
Six alarm guns, which were fired at the
army, on the firt news of this. attack,
ferved, 1belicve, to keep the enemy in awe,
who imagined the whole American army
were4n march. 'The Englith, after finding
the bird ﬂown, returned to Philadelphia,
fpent with fatlguc, and athamed of having
done
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done nothing. The ladies did not fee M.
de la Fayette, and General Howe himfelf
arrived too late for fupper. :
In reciting this affair, I give at the fame
time an account of my ride, for I followed
the exaét road of the left column, which
leads to Schuylkill Falls, where there is a
fort of {cattered village, compofed of feveral
beautiful country houfes; amongft others,
that of the Chevalier de la Luzerne.* A
{mall

# The beautiful banks of the Schuylkill are every
where covered with elegant country houfes; amongit
others thofe of Mr. Penn, the late proprictor, Mr.
Hamilton, and Mr. Peters, late Secretary to the
Board of War, are on the moft delightful fituations.
Tlhe tafty little box of the laftgentleman isonthe moft
enchanting {pot that Nature can embellifh, and befides
the variegated beauties of the ruralbanksof the Schuyl-
kill, commands the Delaware, and the fhipping,
mounting and defcending it, where it is joined at right
angles by the former. From hence is. the moft ro-
mantic ride up the river to the Falls, in which the
oppofite bank is likewife feen beautifully inter{perfed
with the country houfes of the opulent citizens of
the capital. On your arrival at the Falls, every little
knowl or eminence is occupied by one of thefe
charming retreats; amongft which General Miffling’s
ftands confpicuous, nor is the exterior belied by the
neatnefs, the abundance, and hofpitality which reign
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{mall creek’ which falls into the Schuylkill,
the height of ten or twelve feet, the mills
turned by this creek, the trees which cover
its banks, and thofe of the Schuylkill form
a moft pleafing landfcape, which weuld
not efcape the pencil of Robert and Le
Prince.

This

withhi; the eafy “politenefs, the attention, good
fenfe, gaicty, and information of the owner; the
order, arrangement, and elegance of Mrs. Miflin,
who ftill adhering to her fe&, which her hufband
renounced for ¢ the ear-piercing fife and {pirit-
ftirring drum,” poflefles all its excellencies, and is
what a moft amiable female Quaker ought to be,
render this (and I fpeak from knowledge and gra-
titude) a moft delicious abode. Below this houfe,
and clofe to the Falls, is a building ereéted by Mr,
Fobn Dickinfon, the celebrated author of the Farz
mer’s Letters, for a felet fociety of friends, whe
held a weekly meeting there, before the war, during
the feafon for eating thad. Good humour, harmony,
and good fenfe, are'faid to have chara&erifed thefe
meetings, prefided by this eminent and amiable man,
whofc figure, countenance, and manners always re=
minded me of the urbanity and virtues fo characa
teriftically portrayed in the perfon of - the lamented,
great, good man, Lord Ruckingham.

o TRANSLATORW
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This expedition not being fo long as
that of the other day, left me two hours at
my difpofal; and I employed them in vifiting
the left of the Englith lines which I had
not yet feen. M. de Gimat was fp good
as to feparate from the reft of the company,
and inftead of returning to Philadelphia,
we kept to the right, to follow the lines,
as far as the Schuylkill. I found that from
the centre, to the left, their pofition was
nothing lefs than advantageous, particularly
near a burnt houfe, towards which I thould
have dire¢ted my attack had 1 been in the
way of making one. From a ridge of
ground, where indeed the Englith had
formed a femicircular battery towards the
Schuylkill, the glacis is againft the lines ;
fo that theaffailant might firft march under
cover, and then command the batteries
which defend them. To the left, and
cloe to the Schuylkill, the ground has
fuddenly a very confiderable rife, of which
the Englifh did not fail to avail themfelves,
by conftru&ing a large redoubt, and a bat-
tery ;. but this fummit itfelf is commanded,
and taken in reverfe by the heights on the
: other
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other fide of the river: Be this as it may;
thefe works were fufficient to fecure an
army of fifteen thoufand men, againft one
of feven or at moft eight thoufand. At
every ftep one takes in America, one is
aftonifhed at the f{triking contraft between
the contempt in which the Englifh affeGted
to hold their enemies, and the extreme
precautions they took on every occafion.

Nothing can equal the beauties of the
coup d’eil which the banks of the Schuyl-
kill prefent, in defcending towards the
fouth to return to Philadelphia.

I found a pretty numerous company af=
fembled at dinner at the Chevalier de la
Luzerne’s, which was augmented by the
arrival of the Comte de Cuitine and the M;
de Laval. In the evening we took them to
fee the Prefident of the Congrefs, who was
not at home, and then to Mr. Peter’s the
Secretary to the Board of War, to whom it
avas my firft vifit. His houfe is not large,
nor his office of great importance; for every
thing which is not in the power of the
General of th¢Army, depends on each par-
ticular ftate, much more than on Congrefs;

but
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but he poffeffes what is preferable to all the
departments in the world, an amiable wife
[the Marquis might have added, very beau-’
tiful] excellent health, a good voice, and
great gaicty and humour.. We converfed
-fome time together, and he {poke of tﬁe
American army with as much freedom as
good fenfe. He confeflfed that formcrly'
their army knew no difcipline, and he in-
fifted ftrongly on the obligations they owed
to the Baron de Soeuben, who performed the
duties of Infpector-General. Pafling then
to the eulogium of Meflieurs de Fleury,
du Portal, and all the French officers who
had ferved in the late campaigns, he ob-
ferved, that thofe who offered their fervice
in the beginning, had not given a very ad-
vantageous idea of their country. They
were almoft all furnithed, however, with
letters of recommendation from the Gover-
nors or Commandants of our colonies; in
which they feem to me very reprehenfible.
The weaknefs which prevents men from
refufing a letter of recommendation, or the
defire of getting rid of a good for nothing
fellow, continually gets the better of juf-
Vor. I, X . tice
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tice and good faith ; we deceive, we expofe
the reputation of ourallies, but we ftill more
effentially betray the interefts of our coun-
try, whofe honour and charafter are thus
thamefully proftituted.

I fhall only fpeak of Mr. Price, with
whom we drank tea and {pent the evening,
to bear witnefs to the generofity of this gal-
lant man, who, born in Canada and always
attached to the French, lent two hundred
thoufand livres, bard money, to M. de Corny,
whom the court had fent with fifty thou-
fand livres only, to make provifion for our
army.

The 13th, I went with the Chevalier de
Luzerne, and the French travellers, to
~dine with the Southern Delegates.® Mef-

fieurs

* The Marquis de Chaftellux feems unfortunately
to have known but little of the Southern Delegates,
particularly thofe of South Carolina, whom, without
any invidious comparifon, he would have found
men of the greateft liberality and underftanding :
as firm in their principles, and as ready to hazard
their lives in the defence of their liberty, as the
moft zealous inhabitant of New England ; they pof-

“fefled, in general, all the tafte, urbanity, and en-
lightened knowledge of polifhed Europe. In Mr,



NORTH-AMERICA. 307

Beurs Sharp, Flowyst and Maddifon, were
the neareft to me; I converfed a great deal
with' them, and was much fatisfied with

X2 their

Ramfay, he would have found a cultivated under-
ftanding, a perfevering mind, and an aftive enthue
fiafm, founded ona thorough knowledge of the caufe
he was engaged in, and the moft perfe& convition
of its rectitude. In Mr. Zzard, the fire and zeal of
a gentleman repubhcan, filled with indignation at
the violence and excefles he had witnefled in the
Englith Government. In Mr. Rutledge, a manly,
principled determination to rifk and fuffer every
thing, rather than again {fubmit to the yoke of Bri-
tain, with elegant ideas of the enjoyments of life,
and all the domeftic virtaes. In Mr. drthur Middle-
ton, the pldineft manners, with the moft refined
tafte; great reading, and knowledge of the world,
concealed under the referve of the mildeft, and moft
modeft nature; a compleat philanthropift, but the
firmeft patriot; cool, fteady, and unmoved at the
general wreck of property and fortune, as far as he
was perfonally concerned, but with a heart melting
for the fuffering and woes of others. He would
have found him, in fhort, a model of private worth,
and public virtue, a good citizen, a good father, and
an excmplary hufband, accomplifhed in the letters,
in the fciences, and fine arts, well acquainted with
the manners and the courts of Europe, from whence
he has tranfplanted to his country nothing but their
embellithments and virtues. I fpeak of him with
enthufialm, for he really excited my admiration. He
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their converfation. But I wag @#ill more
fo with that 1 had in the afterncon at Mrs.
Meredith’s, General Cadwallader’s daughter :
this was the firft time I had feen this ami-
able family, although the Chevalier de la
Luzerne was very intimate with them; but
they had only juft arrived from the coun-
try, where General Cadwallader was ftill
detained by bufinefs. Itis this gentleman
who had a duel with Mr. Chace, formerly
a Delegate for Maryland, and feverely
wounded him in the jaw with a piftol
fhot. Mrs. Meredith bhas three or four
fillers, or fifters-in-law. 1 was aftonifthed
at the freedom and gaiety which reigned
in this family, and regretted not having
known them fooner. I chattered more,
particularly with Mss, Meredith, who ap-

peared

had made a handfome colle&tion of paintings when
in Italy, and on his travels, which were mutilated
and deftroyed by the ruffian hands of the European
favages, who took pofleffion of his houfe in Carolina,

- TRANSLATOR,

+ There muft be gn error in this name, but as
the Tranflator ean find no fimilitude between it, and
that of any of the Southern Delegates, he has in-
ferted it literally. TRANSEATORS
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peared to me very amiable and well in-
formed. In the courfe of an hour we
talked of literature, poetry, romances, and
above all, hiftory; I found fhe knew that
of France very well; the comparifon be-
tween Francis I. and Henry 1V, between
T'urenneand Condé, Richelieuand Mazarine,
feemed familiar to her, and the made them
.with much grace, wit and underftanding,
Whilft I was talking with Mrs. Meredith,
Mzr. Lynch had got pofiefliion of Mifs Polly
Cadwallader, who had likewife made a
conqueft of him, infomuch that the Che-
valier de la Luzerne was much entertained
at the enthufiafm with which this com-
pany had infpired us, and the regret we
exprefled at not having became fooner ac-
quainted with them. It muft be acknow-
ledged, with regard to the ladies who
compofe it, that none of them is what may
be called handfome; this mode of expref-
fion is, perhaps, a little too circuitous for
the American women, but if they have
wit enough to comprehend, and good
fenfe enough to be flattered with it, their

eulogium will be compleat.
. X 3 I know



310 JTRANELS IN

I know not how it happened, that fince
my arrival in Philadelphia, I had not yet
feen Mr. Payne, that author fo celebrated
in America, and throughout Europe, by
his excellent work, entitled, Common Senfe,
and feveral other political pamphlets.  Mr.,
de la Fayette and I had afked the permiffion
of an interview for the 14th in the morn«
ing, and we waited on him accordingly with
Colonel Laurens. Idifcovered, at hisapart-
ments, all the attributes of a2 man of letters;
a room pretty much in diforder, dufty fur-
niture, and a large table covered with books
lying open, and manufcripts begun. His
perfon was in a correfpondent drefs, nor did
his phyfiognomy belie the fpirit that reigns
throughout his works. Qur converfation
was agreeable and animated, and f{uch as to
form'a connexion between us, for he has
written to me fince my departure, and feems
defirous of maintaining a conftant corref-
pondence. His exiftence at Philadelphia is
fimilar to that of thofe political writers in
England, who have obtained nothing, and
‘have neither credit enough in the ftate, nor

- fufficient political weight to obtain a part
R
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in the affairs of government. Their works
are read with more curiofity than confi-
dence, their proje&ts being regarded rather
as the play of imagination, than as well
concerted plans, and fufficient in credit ever
to produce any real effect: theirs is always
confidered as the work of an individual,
and not that of a party; information may
be drawn from them, but not confequences;
accordingly we obferve, that the influence
of thefe authors is more felt in the fatirical,
than in the dogmatical ftyle, as it is eafier
for them to decry other men’s opinions
than to eftablith their own. This is more
the cafe with Mr. Payne than any body; for
having formerly held a poft in government,
he has now no connexion with it; and as
his patrlotlfm and his talents are unqucfhon-
able, it is natural to conclude that the vi-
vacity of his imagination, and the inde-
pendence of his charac&er, render him more
calculated for reafoning on affairs, than for
conduding them *. Another literary man,

as

# Mr. Payne has fince written a very interefting
pamphlet on the finances of America, entitled, 4
€rifi; ; an anfwer to the Hiftory of the American
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as much refpeted, though lefs celebrated,
expeted us at dinner 5 this was Mr, Wilfon,
. whom

Revolution by the Abbé Raynal; and feveral other
works, which confirm the reputation he fo Juftly
acquired by his firft produéion,~————[The author
is inaccurate in this particular, the Crifis was a fort of
periodical publication, many numbers of which had
appcared previous even to the arrival of the French
army in America, and was adaptcd by Mr. Payne ta
every great houfe, or crifis of ‘the government, whe-
ther favourable, or unfavourable ; cither to urge to
energy, and as a fpur againft fupinenefs, or to give
a countenance to misfortune, and ftimulate to
frefh exertions; the fub_]e& of finance was only the
occafional topic of one number of the Crifis, and fa
great was the weight of this writer, whofe fituation
was very different indeed from that of an Englith
pamphleteer, however ingenious the comparifon, tha.t
on great emergencies, where almoft defpondency
might be looked for, the whole continent waited with
fufpence for confolation and council from Common
Senfe, his general appellation. His produdions
were inftantly publifhed in every town, of every.
ftate, (for every town has a newfpaper) on grey,
brown, yellow, and black, but feldom on white pa-
per, a very rare commodity ; the people took frefh
courage, and, ¢ have you read the Crifis,” was the
fpecific againft every political apprehenfion. In fhort,
never was a writer better caleulated for the meridian
under which he wrote, or who knew how to adapt
himfelf more happily to every eircumftance. Cons
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whom 1 have already mentioned : his houfe
and library are in-the ‘beft order; he gave
us an excellent dinner, and received us with
a plain ‘and eafy politenefs. - Mrs. Wil{on
did the honours of the table with all pofiible
attention ; ‘but we were particularly fenfible
to the mark of it fhe gave us, by retiring
after the defert, for then the dinner affums--
ed an air of gaiety. Mr. Peters, the mi-
nifter at war, gave the fignal of joy and li-
berty by favouring us with a fong of his
compofition, fo jolly, and fo free, that I
thall difpenfe with giving either a tranfla-
tion, ar an extratt. This was really 2
very excellent fong. - He then fung anather
more chafte, and more mufical; a very fine

fidering the wonderful effet of his pamphlet of Com-
mon Senfe, known to every man in America, and
the univer{al afcendency he had juftly acquired over
the minds of the people, it is impoffible, ina gene-
ral diftribution of cafes, to appreciate the fhare Mr.
Payne had in producing this momentous revolution.
At were the height of injuftice, and ingratitude, to
rob him of that fhare of glory, which if not his
enly, is at leaft his gobleft recompence.

‘ TRANSLATOR }

Ttalian
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Ttalian contabile. 4Mr. Peters is, unqueftions
ably, the Minifter of the two worlds, who
has the beft voice, and who fings the beft,
the pathetic and the bowffon. I was told
that the preceding year there were fome
private concerts at Philadelphia, where he
fung, amongft other pieces of comic operas,
a burlefque part in a very pleafant trio, by
himfelf, which he feafoned with all the
humorous ftrokes ufual on fuch occafions,
and afforded the higheft amufement to the
company, fo that this was not the time for
faying, one cannot lof¢ a kingdom more gaily,
but, it is impoffible to be more gay in forming
a republic.  After this, conclude from par-
ticulars to generals, judge of whole nations
by one fpecimen, and eftablifh principles
without exceptions !

The affembly, or fubfcription ball, of
which I muft give an account, may here
be properly introduced. At Philadelphia,

as at London, Bath, Spa, &c. there are
places

+ So varied and univerfal are the talents of Mr.
Peters, and he is fo excellent a companion, that it
is not faying too much, to add, that he would form

the delight of any fociety in Europe.
TRANSLATOR,
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places appropriated- for the young’ people
to dance in, and where thofe whom that
amufement does not fuit, play at different
games of cards; butat Philadclphia, games

of commerce are alone allowcd A
ger, or mafter of ceremonies prefides at thefc_

methodical amufements; he prefents to the
gentlemen and ladies, dancers, billets fold=
ed up containing each a number ; thus fate
decides the male or female partner for
the whole evening. All the dances are
previoufly arranged, and the dancers are
called in their turns. Thefe dances, like
the zoafis we drink at table, have fome re-
lation to politics : one is called zbe fuccefs of
the campaign, another, the difeat of Burgoyne,
and a third, Clinfon’s retreat. ‘The mana-
gers are generally chofen from amongft the
_ moft diftinguithed officers of the army;
this important place is at prefent held by
Colonel #ilkinfon, who is alfo clothier ge-
neral of the army. Colonel Mitchell, a lit-
tle fat, {quat -man, fifty years old, a great
judge of horfes, and who was lately con-
trattor for carriages, both for the American

and French armies, was formerly the ma-
nager ;
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nager; but when I faw him, he had de-
fcended from the magiftracy, and danced
like a private citizen. He is faid to have
exercifed his office with great {everity, and
it is told of him, that a young lady who
was figuring in a country dance, having for-
got her turn by converfing with a friend,
he came up to her, and called out aloud,
give over, Mifs, take care what you are about;
Do you think you come bere for your pleafure 2
* The affembly I went to on leaving Mr.
‘Wilfon, was the fecond of the Winter. 1
was apprized that it would be neither nu-
merous nor brilliant, for at Philadelphia,
as at Paris, the beft company feldom go to
the balls before Chriftmas. On entering
the room however, I found twenty, or five
and twenty ladies ready for dancing. It
was whifpered me, that having heard a great
deal of the Vicomte de Noailles, and the
Comte de Damas, they were come with the
hopes of having them for partners; but they
were compleatly difappointed, thofe gen-
tlemen having fet out that very morning,
I fhould have been difappointed alfo, had
I expe@ed to fee pretty women. There
Bt b were
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were only two paffable, one of whom, cal=
led Mifs Faotman, was rather contreband,
that is to fay, fufpected of not being a very
good whig, for the tory ladies are publicly
excluded from this affembly. I was here
prefented to a ridiculous enough perfonage,
but who plays her part in the town; a Mifs
Viny, celebrated for her coquettry, her wit
and her farcaftic difpofition : fhe is thirty,
and does not feem on the point of marriage.
In the mean, time fhe applies red, white;
blue, and all poffible colours, affeéts an ex-
traordinary mode of drefling her hair and
perfon, and, a ftaunch whig in every point,
the fets no bounds to her liberty.

I intended leaving Philadelphia the 1 5th,
but the Prefident of the State, who is alfo
Prefident of the Academy, was fo good as to
invite me to a meeting of that body to be
held that day. It was the more difficult
for me to refufe his invitation, as it was
propofed to ele&t me a foreign member.
The mcetings are held only once a fort-
night, and the elections take place but once a
year: every candidate muft be prefented and

_tecommended by a member of the acade-
4 my s
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my; after which recommendation his name
is placed up during three fucceeding fittin 25,
in the hall of the academy, and the elec-
tion is at length proceeded to by ballot,
1 had only heard of mine three days before.
It was unanimous, which very rarely hap-
pens. M. de la'Fayette himfelf, who was
ele&ted at the fame time, had one black ball
againft him, but it was thought to have
been an accident. Out of one and twenty
candidates, only feven were chofen, altho’
the others had been ftrongly recommended,
and there were feveral vacancies.

As the fittings of the academy did not be-
gin ’till (even in the evening, I employed
my morning in paying vifits, after which I
dined at Mr. Holker's, * with the Chevalier

de

* Mr. Holker, the fon of the Chevalier Holker,
died a few months ago at Rouen, who being con-~
demned to die for a&ing as an officer in the Man-
chefter regiment, in the rebellion of 1745, made his
efcape from prifon, and fled to France, where he
was tempted by the government to eftablifh the Man-
chefter manufa&ory ; this he repeatedly refufed, un-
til, from the wretched policy of Mr. Pelham and
other Minifters to whom he reprefented the offers
held ‘out to him, with a requeft of his pardon, he
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de la Luzerne, M. de la Fayette, andall the
French officers: from thence I went to the
| academy

was driven to accept of the propofals of the Frency,
court. England knows too well, at this hour, the
fuccefs with which his endeavours have been crown-
ed. On the arrival of the American commiffioners
in France, Mr. Holker was among the firft, and
moft zealous in his offers of every affiftance in his
power, and entered into the moft intimate connexion
with them. In 1777 his fon was fent to Paris to be
near Dr. Franklin, and had many opportunities of
rendering eflential fervices. In 1778 he went out
to America with Monfieur Gerard the firft French
Ambaflador, in D’Eftaing’s fquadron, as Conful
General of France. He had not been long in the
country before he entered into very advantageous
commercial fpeculations, jointly with his father’s
countryman, Mr. Robert Morris, and by means of
his fituation as Conful, had many opportunities of
thipping flour, &c. under permiffions for the French
fleet, in the time of a general and ftrit embargo ;
he fpeculated largely too in paper money, with
which he purchafed, for almoft nothing, a very hand-
fome houfe at Philadelphia, and an elegant country
houfe, and eftate a few miles from that city. Mr.
Holker difplayed, during the whole war, a tafte and
luxury hitherto ftrangers in America ; his houfe was
the refort of all the firft people on the Continent,
and after the arrival of the French army, of all their
officers of diftin&ion. The French court however,
on fome reprefentations of the Chevalier de la Lu-
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=acad'cmy accompanied by M. Marbois, 2
‘member of that body, a5 well as M. de la
Luzerne,

‘werne, thought fit fo prohibit thieir Confuls from
all private commierce, 2 wile regulation univer-
'i‘a'll'y eftablifhed by them ; and Mr. Holker prefer-
ring the advantages of trade, to thofe of his office,
refigned the latter, about the beginning of 1481,
which for fome time occafioned a coolnefs between
tlie Minifter and him ; he had likewife a difference
~with Mr. Morris on fettling their accounts to a very
Jarge amount, which has detained him in America,
fince the peace ; but, if am rightly informed, it is at
Iength terminated. In 1777, I fupped with Mr.
Deane, then a ftrenuous friend to his country, on his
return from Havre de Grace ; where he told me, that
on giving the ufual toafts of  the Congrefs,” &c. af-
ter dinner, the old gentleman could not forbear re-
flecting on the mutability of human affairs, and that
be who was an exile, and had nearly fuffered death
for his zealous attachment to the caufe of arbitrary
monarchy, fhould now be as ardent in his withes
for the fuccefls of the moft pure democracy that had
ever been propofed to human underftanding. And
in fact this is more ftriking, as the moft ftrenuous
Tupporters of the American war were found in Scot-
land, and his native town of Manchefter; in the
very feat, and fources of rebellion againft liberty ;
in the perfons of the very actors, in the attempt to
overthrow the Englith conftitution, and dethrone
the Brunfwick family. TRANSLATOR.
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Lizerne, who having other bufinefs, ex- :
cufed himfelf from attending me, but left
me in very good hands. Mr. Marbois,
unites to all political and focial qualities,
a great deal of literature, and a perfect
knowledge of the Englith language. The
aflembly confifted of only fourteen or fifteen
perfons ; the Prefident of the college per-
formed the office of Secretary. A memoir
was read on a fingular plant, a native of the
country ; the Secretary then gave an ac
count of correfpondence and read a letter,
the obje& of which was, for the academy of
Philadelphia to affociate with, or rather
adopt feveral learned focieties which are
forming in each State. This projet tend-
ed to make of this academy a fort of literary
congrefs, with which the particular legifla-
tures fhould keep a correfpondence, -but
it was not thought proper to adopt this
idea; the members feeming to be afraid of
the trouble infeparable from all thefe adop-
tions, and the academy not wifhing to make
the following lines of Racine’s Azbalic ap-
plicable to them ;

Vor. I, ¥ - Doz
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D’0u lui viennent de tous cdtés
Ces enfans qu'en fon fein elle W'a pas portés !

1 returned as foon as poffible to the Che-
valier de’la Luzerne’s, to have a ftill further
enjoyment of that fociety which had con-
ftituted my happinefs for the laft fortnight:
for it is unqueftionably a very great one, to
live with a man whofe amiable and mild
charalter never varies on any occafion
whofe converfation is agreeable and inftruc-
tive, and whofe eafy and unaffetted polite-
nefs is the genuine expreflion of the beft
difpofition. But however allowable it may
be to declare one’s own fentiments, when
ditated by juftice and gratitude, there is
always a fort of perfonality in regarding
public men only as they refpe& their con-
nexions with ourfelves : it is to the King’s
Minifter, in America; it is to a man who
moft ably fills a moft important poft, that
I owe my teftimony and my praifes. I
dhall fay, without fear of contradition, that
~ the Chevalier de la Luzerne is fo formed
for the ftation he occupies, that one would
be led to imagine no other could fill it but

5 himfelf’;
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himfelf; noble in. his expences, like the
_miniﬁer of a great monarchy, but as plin
1n his manners as a rcpu_blican, he is equally
proper to reprefent the King with Congrefs,
or the Congrefs with the King. He loves
the Americans, and his own inclination at-
taches him to the duties of his adminiftra-
tion; he has accordingly obtained theit
confidence, both as a private and a pub-
lic man; but in both thefe refpe&s he is
equally inacceflible to the fpirit of party,
which reigns but too much around him :
whence it refults, that he is anxioufly
courted by all parties, and that, by efpou(=
ing none, he manages them all.

It was the 16th of December that I quit-
ted the excellent winter quarters I had with
him, and turned my face towards the north,
to feek after the traces of General Gates
and General Burgoyne, amidit heaps of fnow.
I had fent forward my horfes to Briftol,
where I was conveyed in a carriage which
the Chevalier de la Luzerne was fo kind as
tolend me. By this means I arrived there
time enough to reach Prince-Town that
night, but not before it was dark, leaving

behind me fome of my fervants and horfes.
Y 2 The
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The detail of my daily occupations hav=
ing prevented me from giving a general
idea of Philadelphia, 1 muft, on quitting
it, take a retrofpettive view, and confider
at once its prefent ftate and the deftiny
which feems to await it. In obferving its
geographical fituation, we may readily ad-
mit that Penn proceeded upon no erroneous
idea, when he conceived his plan of making
it one day the capital of America. Two
large rivers,” which take their rife in the
neighbourhood of Lake Ontario, convey to
it the riches of all the interior parts of
the country, and at length, by their junc-
tion confiderably higher up, form a mag-
nificent port at this city. This port is
at once far enough from the fea to fhelter
it from every infult; and fo near, as to
render it as eafy of accefs as if fituated on
the fhore of the ocean. The Schuylkill,

which runs to the weft of Philadelphia,
and

% The two branches of the Delaware form two
‘confiderable rivers, the fources of which are dif-
tant feveral miles from each other, but they are
only diftinguifhed by the names of the Eaffern and:
J¥eflern Branches. :
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and nearly parallel with the Delaware, is
rather ornamental than ufeful to this city
and its commerce. This river, though
wide and beautiful near its conflux, is not
navigable for boats, on account of its fhal-
low and rocky bed.  Philadelphia; placed
between thefe two rivers, on a neck of land
only three miles broad, ought to fill up
this f{pace, but commerce has given it
another tern.  The regular plan of William.
Peun has been followed, but the buildings
are along the Delaware, for the convenience
of being near the warehoufes and thipping.
Front-firect, which is parallel with the
river, is near three miles long,  out of
which open upwards of two bundred
quays, forming fo many views terminated
by veflels of different fizes.* 1 could eafily

' Y3 form

# The author has by no means given an adequate
jdea-of Philadelphia, which, however, has fo often
been defcribed as to render it lefs neceflary; but as
he names only one ftreet extending along the Triver,
it may be proper to obferve, that parallel with Front-
{trect, are fecond, third, fourth, fifthand fixth firects;
thefe are interfefed at right angles by drch fireet,
State ftreet, Market ftreet, &c. &c. the latter, which
#s of a great breadth, and length, and cuts the centre

6
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form an idea of the commerce of Phila~
delphia, from feeing above three hundred
veffels in the harbaur, though the Englith
had not left a fingle bark in it in 1458,
"Two years tranquillity, and, above all, the
diverfion made by our fquadron at Rhode
Ifland, have fufficed to colleét this great

number

of the city, would be one of the fineft fireets
in the world, were it not for the market fituat-
ed in the middle of it; but the upper part is
occupied by the houfes of opulent citizens, and
will in time become truly noble. It may be
added, that fo far from the buildings following
the river, they are extended rapidly towards the
common, where many new {treets were marked
out and begun in 1782; and it may fafely be pre-
diéted, that if the trade of Philadelphia continue to
flourith, the plan of #illiam Penn will be accom-
plithed, judging from the very rapid progrefs of the
paft, at no very diftant period, and the ground be
covered with, perhaps, the nobleft of modern cities,
extending from the Delaware to the Schuylkill,
This will be accelerated too, by the fale of the
common, which was taken by the Aflembly from
the proprietor, Mr John Penn, at the beginning
of the revolution; with the reft of the proprietary
eftate, in confideration of a certain fum, and difs
?qi’cd_ of in lots to the beft bidders.
TRANsSLATOR,
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number of veflels, the fuccefs of which
in privateering, as well as in trade, have
filled the warehoufes with goods, infomuch
that purchafers alone are wanting. The
wifdom of the legiflative council, however
has not correfponded with the adva.ntages’
lavithed by Nature. Penfylvania is very
far from being the beft governed of the
United States. Expofed, more than others,
to the convulfions of credit, and to the
manceuvres of fpeculation, the inflability
of the public wealth has operated on the
legiflation itfelf. An attempt was made to
fix the value of the paper currency, but
commodities augmented in price, in pro-
portion as money loft its value; arefolution
was then taken to fix the price alfo of com-
modities which almoft produced a famine.
A more recent error of the government,
was the law prohibiting the exportation of
corn. The obje& they had in view, was
on one hand to {upply the American army
at a cheaper rate, and on the other, to put
a ftop to the contraband trade between
Philadelphia and New York; the ruin of

the farmers and the ftate was the refult,
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which could no longer obtain payment of
the taxes. This law is juft repealed, {o
that I hope agriculture will refume its vi-
gour, and commerce receive an increafe.
Corn fent to the army will be fomething
dearer, but there will be more money ta
pay for it; and thould there be fome {mug-
gling with New York, Englith money will
circulatec amongft their enemies.”

It

#* The votes of the Houfe of Commons, and the
account of Meffieurs Drummond and Harley, will
fhew the immenfe fums, in Portugal and Spanifh
gold alone, fent to America; thefe, as well as Eng-._
lifh guineas, found their way, towards the middle
period of the war, in great abundance into the Ame-
rican part of the continent, where they circulated
in a variety of mutilated forms, the moidores, and
ﬁx-and-thi;ties, had all of them holes punched in
them, or were otherwife diminifhed at New York,
before they were fuffered to pafs-the lines; froml
whence they obtained the name of Rabertfon’s, in
the rebel country; but the profits, if any, of that
commander, on this new edition of the coin, re-
main a fecret.—In the country, almoft all the fpecie
of every denomination was cut by individuals, and
appeared under the forms of half, quarter, and elghth
parts, the latter of which received the name of /harp
Sbins; by this arbitrary divifion of the money, which
was never nghcd, great frauds were inevitable.

TRANSLATOR.
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It were greatly to be wifhed that paper
might at length obtain an eftablithed credit,
no matter what value; for it fignifies little
whether the price of a ftheep be reprefented
by olie hundred and fifty paper dollars, or
two dollars in fpecie. This depreciation
of the paper is not felt in thofe places where
it remains the fame; but Philadelphia is,
fo to fpeak, the great fink, wherein all the
fpeculations of America terminate, and are
confounded together. Since the capture of
Charles Town, many of the inhabitants of
Carolina haftily fold their eftates and crops,
and having only been paid in paper, they
brought this article with them to Phila=
delphia already overftocked with it.* The

Quakers

" * The wonderful refources derived in the com-
mencement from this paper money, its extraordinary
depreciation, and total difappearance without pros=
ducing any great fhock, or convulfion in an infang
country, ﬁruggling with a complication of difficul-
ties, will certainly form an epocha in the genoral
hiftory of finances, as well as in that of this grea
-revolution. « I faw bundreds of millions of paper dol-
lars piled up, effaced, in the office of Congrefs 2t
I’bi]ade]phia, which, never poflefling any real value
had ferved all the purpofes of a difficult, and unce
monly expenfive war, and were now quictly
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Quakers and Tories, on the other hand,
with which this province abounds, two
claffes

afide, with fcarce 2 murmur on the part of the
public; the variety of the depreciation, at different
periods, and in different parts of the Continent,
whilft it gave rife to great temporary abufes, had
been fo divided, and balanced, by alternate profit
and lofs amongft all clafles of citizens, that on caft-
ing up the account, fome very unfortunate cafes ex-
cepted, it feems to have operated only as a general
tax on the public; and the univerfal joy on its anni-
hilation, with the fatisfattory refleétion on the necef-
fity under which it was iffued in the critical moment
of danger, feemed to conciliate all minds, toa total
oblivion of its partial mifchief. Here and there great
fortunes are to be feen, reared upon its now vifio=
nary bafis, and families reduced from opulence to
mediocrity by means of this deftruftive medium, but
thefe inftances are by no means fo frequent as they
have been reprefented in Europe, and were of-
ten the refult of ill judged, but avaricious fpecu-
lations ; but I repeat it, that the continued ufe, the
general circulation, the aftonithing depreciation, and
total deftruction of fuch an immenfe imaginary pro-
perty, will always exhibit a phcenomenon infinitely
more ftriking, than thata few, or even a great num-
ber of individuals fthould have fuffered, as muft
always be the cafe in every civil commotion. The
fa& is unparalleled, and will probably ftand fingle
in the annals of the world, TraNsLATOR,
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clafles of men equally dangerous, one from
their timidity, and the other from their
bad intentions, are inceflantly labouring to
fecure their fortune; they lavith the paper
for a little gold or filver, to enable them
to remove wherever they may think them-
felves in fafety; from thefe reafons, the
paper money is more and more decried,
not only becaufe it is too common, but
becaufe gold and filver are extremely {carce,
and difficult to be obtained.

In the midft of thefe convulfions the
government is without force, nor can it
be otherwife. A popular government can
never have any, whilft the people are un-
fteady, and fluGuating in their opinions;
for then the leaders rather feek to pleafe,
than ferve them; obliged to gain their con-
fidence before they merit it, they are more
inclined to flatter, than inftru& them, and
fearing to lofe the favour they have ac-
quired, they finith by becoming the flaves
‘of the multitude whom they pretended to
govern.  Mr. Franklin has been blamed
for giving too democratical a government
to his country, but they who cenfure him

do
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do not refle& that the fieft ftep was to make
her renounce monarchical government, and
that it was neceflary to employ a fort of
feduction in order to conduct a timid and
avaricious people to independence, who
were befides fo divided in their opinions,
that the republican party was fcarcely {tron-
ger than the other. Under thefe circums
ftances he afted like Solonz; he has not
given the befl pofiible laws to Penfylvania,
but the beft of which the country was fuf-
-ceptible, Time will produce perfetion ;
in pleading to recover an eftate, the firfk
pbject is to obtain pofleflion, the reft follows
of courfe,®

Phijladelphia

% “The author might have added in corroboration
of his argument, that the conftitution of Penfyl-
wania is, for this reafon, onlya conftitution of expe-
yiment, from feven years to feven years, in which
it is expreflly referved to a Cauncil of Cenfors, to re-
vife the paft-operations of government, to judge of
the effefts produced from it as then conftituted, and
to call a.general convention of the people for the pur=
ipofe of amending the deficient parts, and of corre&t-
.ing its exuberancies and vices. It is a glorious ex-
periment, worthy the phi]anthro}iic heart, and the
enlightened underftanding of DocTor FrRANKLIN,
w—Quod feliz, faaﬁumgm Sy TRANSLATGR,
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Philadelphia. contains about forty thou-
fand inhabitants. The ftreets are large and
regular, and interfe& each other at right
ang]es. There are fOOtW'ayS herc, as in
London, for the paffengers. This city
has every ufeful eftablithment, fuch gg
hofpitals, workhoufes, houfes of correétion,
&c. but it is fo deficient in an eflential
article of comfort and enjoyment, that there
s not a fingle public walk.* The reafon
of this is, that hitherto every thing con-
cerning the police, and particular govern-
ment of the city has been in the hands of
the

# The city of Philadelphia is not only at prefent
deftitute of public walks, but, in fummer, the heat
renders walking in the fireets intolerably incon-
venient ; the houfes and footpaths being generallyof
brick, are not even cooled until fome bours after fun-
fet. This extreme heat, and the abundance of .cx-
cellent water, with which Philadelphia is fupplied,
occafion many accidents among the lower clafs of
people, for itis no uncommon thingto fee a labourer
after quenching his thirft at a pump, drop down
dead upon the fpot, nor can the numerous examples
of this kind every fummer, prevent them from fre:f
quently occurring; but it is to be obferved, that if

the heat be intenfe, the wateris uncommonly cold.
TRANSLATOR.
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the Quakers, and thefe fearies confider
every {pecies of private or public amufe-
ment as a tranfgreffion of their law, and as
a pomp of Satan. Fortunately, the little
zeal, (to fay no more) they have difplayed
on the prefent crifis, has made them lofe
their credit. This revolution comes very
opportunely, at a time when the public
has derived every benefit from them they
could expeéct; the walls of the houfe are
finifhed, it is time to call in the carpenters
and upholfterers.

It is time alfo for me to return to Prince
Town, to continue my journey to Albany,
by *New Windfor, General Wathington’s
head quarters. I intended fetting out early
on the 17th; it was neceffary, in fa&, to
be alert, that I might reach Morris Town,
but my baggage horfe not being able to pafs
the Delaware, at the {fame time with my-
felf, 1 left one of my people to wait for,
and condu& him. It fo happened that
neither the fervant I was waiting for, nor
the other arrived. One of the fervants
was an Irithman, the other a German,
both newly entered into my fervice. As

{oon
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foon as I faw the morning of the 17th
approach, without their making their ap- -
pearance, the neighbourhood of New York
began to give me fome uneafinefs. 1 was
apprehenﬁve they might have taken that
road with my little baggage, and I was
already making difpofitions to purfue them,
when, to my great fatisfaltion, 1 faw the
head of my baggage column appear, that
is, one of the three horfes which were left

behind, the remainder following foon after.*
To

* After Sir Guy Carleton’s arrival at New-York
with the vote of Parliament to difcontinue offenfive
war, the Tranflator, who was travelling to thenorth-
ward, and meant to call on General Wathington
then in camp at Verplanks Point, on the North Ri-
ver, thought he might with fafety take the lower
road by Brunfwick and Elizabeth-Town, but he
had not been an hour in bed, before he and his
companion, a furgeon in the American army, were
alarmed by a {cattering fire of mufquetry. Before
they had time to drefs themfelves, and take their
piftols, the landlord entered their apartment, and in-
formed them, that a party from Staten Ifland was
marching towards the town, and advifed them to
make their efcape; with much difficulty they got
their horfes out of the ftable, hid their baggage in
the church-yard, and hearing the Englifh officer
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To pafs the time, however, I enteted
into converfation withmy landlord, Colonel

Howard;

order his men to form at the end of thé town, they
took different roads, leaving their fervants, who were,
one a Scotch prifoner to the Americans, the other
an Englifh deferter, and whofe condu& appeared
very fufpicious, to take care of themfelves, and the
horfes they rode on. The Tranflator, who follow-
ed the great road to Newark, was mounted on a
white horfe, which made him a good obje&t, and had
feveral fhot fired at him, but the ground -riﬁng, and
his horfe going at full gallop, the balls luckily fell
fhort. After endeavouring toroufe the ¢ountry, but
without being able to colle& a fufficient force, he
took thelter at an honeft carpenter’s, about a mile
from the town, where he remained ’till a little before
daybreak, when concluding from the general filence;
that the party had retired, he returned, and went to
“fearch for his baggage in the church-yard, for which
however he fought in vain, and his anxiety was not a
little increafed on not finding his other horfe in the
ftable, nor feeing either of the fervants. But from
which he was foon relieved by his friend, who had
watched the firft moment of the enemy’s departure,
ordered the baggage up into his room, and affured
him that the fervants had condu&ed’ themfelves with
. the greateit fidelity.  His alarm was, it feems, much
greater than that of the Tranflator, as General
‘Wathington had declared publicly in orders, that
any officer of his army, taken near the lines, unlels
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Howard, who is a very good man, and with
his fon the Captain, a great talker, and a
genuine Capitan. He recounted to me with
many geftures, oaths and imprecations, all
his feats of prowefs in the war ; efpecially
at the affuir of Prince-Town, where he
- {erved as a lieutenant of militia in his fa-
ther’s regiment; and indeed the ation he
boafted of would have merited an eulogium,
had he related it with fimplicity. We may
recollect that after beating the Englifh, Ge-
‘neral Wathington continued his route to-

on duty, fhould be the laft exchanged. The Tran-
{lator imagines the party to have been Refugees from
Staten Ifland, who, from their feparate inftitution,
under the diredtion of a Board, not unfrequently fet
at defiance the orders of the Commander in Chief; a
remarkable inftance of which occurred in the cafe of
Captain Huddy, whom they obtained, under falfe pre-
tences, from the guard-houfe, where he was a pri-
foner, and murdered without either feruple or ap-
prehenfion.  All Europe knows the confequence, in
the eminent danger of Captain Afgill ; and all Ame-
rica faw with thame and indignation the Englith Ge-
neral unable to enforce difcipline in his own army,
and fhrinking under the apprehenfions of irritating
Governor anklin, and his envenomed board of
Loyalifts. TRANSLATOR.

Vor.I, A4

wards
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wards Middlebrook. An American officer,
who had his leg broke by a mufquet ball,
was dragged into a houfe, where the En-
glith fooner or later muft have found him :
young Howard, and fome foldiers as well
difpofed as himfelf, fet out at night from
Middlebrook, - took a circuitous road, ar-
rived at the houfe, found the officer, took
him on their thoulders and carried him to
their quarters. During the remawder of -
the winter, the Jerfey militia were conftant-
ly under arms to refirain the Englith, who
occupied Elizabeth-Town and Brunfwick.
It was a fort of continual chace, to which
Lieutenant Howard one day led his little
brother, a boy of fifteen, and who was
lucky enough to begin his career by killing
a Hefllan grenadier ; as thefe ftories were
very tedious, I Thall drop them here, for
fear of not improving on the narration: I
muit mention however the manner in which
my Capitan entered into the fervice, as it
will ferve to difcever the {pirit which reign-
ed in America at the beginning of the pre-
fent revolution. He was apprentice to a
hatter at the time of the affair of Lexing-

E ; ton,
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¢on, and the blockade of Bofton; three of
his companions and himfelf fet out one
morning from Philadelphia with four dol-
lars amongft them in their pockets: they
travelled four hundred miles on foot to join
the army, in which they ferved as volun-
teers the remainder of the campaign ; from
thence they fet out with Arnold on his ex-~
pedition to Canada, and did not return
home till the theatre of war was removed
into their own country. :

Eleven o'clock had ftruck before I counld
rally the horfes in my train, and begin my
march ; I abandoned therefore the plan of
fleeping at Morris-Town, and determined
to ftop at Bafkenridge, eight miles nearer
Prince-Town. I firft left the Millftone on
the right, then crofled it twice before I
reached the Rariton, which I paffed at the
fame place; as in my journey to Philadel-
phia. Three miles from thence 1 was told
to take a road to the right, which leads
into the woods, and over the fummit of the
hills 5 this route was opened for the army,’
during the winter quarters of 1778,-95 it
appears to have been made with care, and is

Z 2 ftill
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fiill paffable; butafter fome time, daylight
failing me, I left myfelf, and went a mile
or two out of my way. Luckily for me, I
found a hut inhabited by fome new fettlers;
there I got a guide who conduted me to
Bafkenridge, where L arrived at feven o’clock,
and alighted at Bullion’s Tavern, got toler-
able lodgings, with the beft people in the
world. Our fupper was very good: bread
only was .wanting ; but, enquiring of us
what fort we liked, in an hour’s time we
had fuch as we defired. This will appear
Yefs extraordinary, on being told that in
America, little cakes, which are eafily knead-
ed and baked in half an hour, are often’
{fubftituted for bread. Poflibly one would
foon tire of them, but they fuited my tafte
extremely well. Mr. Bullion had twc
white fervants, one a man about fifty,
the other a woman, younger, with a toler-
able good face: I had the curiofity to en-
quire what wages he gave them, and was
told that the man earned half a crown a day
and the woman fix fhillings 2 week, or ten
pence aday. If we pay attention to the cir-
cumftance, that thefe {ervants are lodged and

fed,
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fed, and have no expences, we may fee that
it is eafy for them very fhortly to acquire a
piece of ground, and to form fuch a fettle-.
ment as I have defcribed. 3

The 18th I fet out at eight in the morn-
ing, and made only one ftage to Pbmpton s
which is fix-and-thirty miles, without bait-
ing my horfes or ftopping, except for a
quarter of an hour to pay a vifit te-General
Wayne, whofe quarters were on the main
road. He was pofted to cover the Jerfeys,
and had under his orders the fame Penfyl-
vania line which revolted a fortnight after.
I again fuw with pleafure the environs of
Morris-Town, which are agreeable and well
cultivated ; but after paffing the Rockaway,
and approaching Pompton, I was aftonith-
ed at the degree of perfection to which agri-
culture is carried, and particularly admired
the farms of Meflieurs Mandevile. They
are the {ons of a Dutchman, who firft clear-
ed the ground from which they now reap
fuch rich harvefts. Their domains join
each other. In each of them the manor is
very fimple and fmall, the barns alone are

lofty and fpacious. ~ Always faithful to their
Z 3 : national
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national ceconomy, they cultivate, reap, and
fell, without augmeénting either their houfes
or their enjoyments; content with livin gin
a corner of their farm, and with being on-
ly the fpeGators of their owr wealth. By
the fide of thefe old farms we fee new fet-
tlements forming, and have more and more
reafon to be convinced, that if the war has
retarded, the progrefs of agriculture and po- -
pulation, it has not entirely fufpended thermn.
"The night, which furprifed me on my jour~
ney, deprived me of the beautiful profpe
; this country would have continued to af-
ford. Being very dark, it was not with-
out difficulty I pafied two or three rivulets,
on very fmall bridges, and got to Court-
beath's Tavern. This Inn is lately eftablifh~
ed, and kept by young people without for-
tune, confequently the beft parts of the fur-
niture are the owner and his family. Mr.
Courtheathis a young man of four-and-twen-
ty, who was formerly a travelling dealer in
ftuffs, toys, &c. The depreciation of pa-
per money, or perhaps his own imprudence,
fo far ruined him as to oblige him to leave
his houfe at Morris-Town, and fet up a ta-

' vern
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vern in this out of the way place, where no-
thing but the ncxghbourhood of the army
can procure him a few cuftomers. He has
+wo handfome fifters, well drefled girls, whe
swait on travellers with grace and coquettry.
Their brother fays, he will marry them to
fome fat clumfy Dutchmen, and that as for
himfelf, as foon as he has got a little mo-
ney, he fhall refume his commerce, and
travel about as formerly. On entering the
parlour, where thefe young women fit, when
there are no ftrangers, I found on a great,
table, Milton, Addifon, Richardfon, and fe-
veral other works of that kind. The cel-
lar was not fo well ftored as the library, for
there was neither wine, cyder, nor rum
nothing in fhort but fome vile cyder-brandy,
with which I muft make grog. The bill
they prefented me the next morning amoun-
ted neverthelefs to fixteen dollars. * T ob-
ferved

* Travelling in America was wonderfully expen-
five during the war, even after the abolition of paper
money, and when all payments were made in fpecic ;
you could not remain at an inn, even the moft in-
different, one night, with a fervant and two horfes,
Living in the moft moderate way, underfrom five to
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ferved to Mr. Courtheath, that if he made
one pay for being waited on by his pretty
filters, it was by much too little; but if
only for lodgings and fupper, it was a great
deal. He feemed alittle athamed at having

charged

eight dollars. At Grant’s Tavern at Baltimore,
where the Tranflator ftaid fome days, with only one
horfe and no fervant, though he either dined or
fupped out every day, he never efcaped for lefs than
frve dollars.—I cannot here avoid relating the plea.
fant manner in which one Bel/, a threwd Scotch
bookfeller and auftioncer of Philadelphia, paid his
bills in travelling through the country. I had given
him an Irith copy of Sheridan’s School for Scandal,
with the prologue and epilogue taken from Dodfley’s
annual Regifter, which he reprinted, and fold for &
dollar. 1In travelling through Virginia fome months
after, I was {urprifed to fee in many of the inns,
even in the moft remote parts of the country, this
celebrated comedy ; and, upon enquiry, found that
Mr. Bell, who travelled with his family in a covered
cart, had paffed in his way to the Springs, (the Har-
rogate, or Matlock of America) and fuccefsfully cir-
culated in payment this new fpecies of paper cur-
rency ; for, as he obferved, ¢ Who would not prefer
_Sheridan’s Sterling, to the counterfeit creations of
Congrefs, or even of Robert Morris " Nor was any
depreciation attempted, where the intrinfic value was
fo unequivocally ftamped with the chara&ter of wit
and freedom. TRANSLATOR.



NORTH-AMERICA. g

charged too high, and offered to make 2
pretty confiderable abatement, which I re-
fufed, content with having thewn him, that
though a foreigner, I was no ftranger to the
price of articles, and fatisfied with the ex-
cufe he made me, that being himfelf a
ftranger and without property in the coun-
try, he was obliged to purchafe every thing.
I'learnt, on this occafion, that he hired the
inn he kept, as well as a large barn which
ferved for a ftable, and a garden of two or
three acres, for eighty-four bufhels of corn
ayear: in fa, the depreciation of paper has
compelled people to this manner of making
bargains, which is perhaps the beft of all,
but is unqueftionably an effeCtual remedy to
the prefent diforder.

At eight o'clock I took leave of my land-
lord and young landladies, to penetrate thro’
the woods by a road with which nobody
was very well acquainted. The country I
was to pafs through, called #be Clove, is ex-
tremely wild, and was fcarcely known be-
fore the war : it is a fortof valley, or gorge,
fituated to the weftward of the high moun-

tains between New Windlor and ang’s ,
: Ferry,
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Ferry, and at the foot of which are Wefts
Point and Stoney-Point, and the principal
forts which defend the river. 1In times
when the river is not navigable, on account
of ice, or contrary winds, it is neceflary
to have communication by land between the
States of New-York and the Jerfeys, be-
tween New Windfor and Morris-Town.
This communication traverfing the Clove,
when General Green was Quarter Mafter
General, he opened a road for the convoys
of provifions and the artillery. This was
the road I took, leaving on my right the
Romapog road, and afcending by that which
comes from Ringwood. Ringwood is only
a hamlet of feven or eight houfes, formed
by Mrs. Erfkine’s manor® and the forges,
which are profitable to her. 1 had been
told that I fhould find there all forts of
conveniencies, whether in pointoflodgings,
if I chofe to flop, or in procuring every
information I might ftand in need of. As
it was carly in the day, and I had travelled
but twelve miles, 1 alighted at Mrs. Erf-
kine’s, only to defire her to point out to me
fome inn where I might fleep, or to recom-

mend
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mend me to fome hofpitable quarters, I
entered a very handfome houfe where every
body was in mourning, Mr. Erfkine being
dead two months before. Mrs, Ertkine,
his widow, is about forty, and did not ap-
pear the lefs freth or tranquil for her mif
fortune. She had with her one of her ne-
phews, and Mr. Fobn Fell a member of
Congrefs, They gave me all the necef-
fary information, and after drinking a glafs
of Madeira, according to the cuftom of the
country, which will not allow you to leave
a houfe without tafting fomething, I got on
horfeback, and penetrated afreth into the
woods, mounting and defcending very high
mountains, until I found myfelf on the bor-
ders of a lake, fo folitary and concealed,
that it is only vifible through the trees with
" which it is furrounded. The declivities
which form its banks are fo fteep, that if a
deer made a falfe ftep on the top of the moun-
tain, he would infallibly roll into the lake,
without being able torife up. This lake,
which is not marked upon the charts, and
is called Duck Sider, is about three miles

long and two wide. 1 was now in the
wildeft
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wildeft and moft-defert country 1 had yet
paffed through 5 my imagination was already
enjoying this folitude, and my eyes were
fearching through the woods for fome ex-
traordinary animals, fuch as elks or cariboug
(fuppofed to be the fame as the rein deer)
when I perceived, in an open fpot, a qua-
druped which feemed very large. I ftarted
with joy, and was advancing flowly, but
on a nearer obfervation of the monfter of
the defert, to my great regret I difcovered
it to bea horfe peaceably browfing the grafs;
and the opening, no other than a field be-
longing to a new fettlement. On advanc-
/ing a few fteps farther, I met two children
of eight or ten years old, returning quietly
from f{chool, carrying under their arms a
little bafket, and a large book. Thus was
I obliged to lay afide all the ideas of a poet
or a fportfman, to admire this new country,
where one cannot travel four miles without
finding a dwelling, ncr find one which is
not within reach of every poflible fuccour,
as well in the natural as in the moral order.
Thefe refle&tions, and the fine weather we
had all the afternoon, made the end of my

day’s
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day’s journey very agreeable. At the be-
ginning of the night, I arrived at the houfe
of Mr. Smith, who" formerly kept an “inny
though at prefent he lodges only his friendss
but as I had not the honour to be of that
number, I was obliged to go alittle further,
to Hern's Tavern, a very indifferent houfe,
where I fupped and flept. 1 leftit the 1gth,
as early as poffible; having ftill twelve
miles to New-Windfor, and intending to
ftay only one night, I was anxious to pafs at
leaft the greateft part of the day with Gene-
ral Wathington. I met him two miles from
New-Windfor; he was in his carriage with
Mrs. Wathington, going on a vifit to Mrs,
Knox, whofe quarters were a mile farther
on, near the artillery barracks. They with-
ed to return with me, but I begged
them to continue their way. = The Ge-
neral gave me one of his Aide de Camp’s,

(Colonel Humphreys) * to conduct me to
o . his

* He is at prefent Secretary of the Embafly to the
court of France. This brave and excellent foldier
is at the fame time a poet of great talents : he is the
author of a poem addreffed to the American army,
a work recently known in England, where, in {pight
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his houfe, aflured me that he thould not ba
long in joining me, and he returned accord-
ingly in half an hour. I faw him again
with the fame pleafure, but with a different
fentiment from what he had infpired me
with at our firt interview. I felt that in-
ternal fatisfaltion, in which felf-love has
fome fhare, but which we always ex perience
in finding ourfelves in an intimacy already
formed, in real fociety with a man we have
long admired without being able to ap-
proach him. Itthen feems as if this great
man more peculiarly belongs to us than to
the reft of mankind ; heretofore we defired

i Lt

of the national jealoufy, and the affeation of depre-
ciating every thing American, it has had fuch fuc-
cefs, as to have beenr feveral times publicly read in
the manner of the antients. [ The Marquis de
Chaftellux may be affured that it is not by that part
of the Englifh nation who are ¢ jealous of America,
and who affect to depreciate every thing American,”
that the poem of Colonel Humphreys is admired, it
is by that numerous and enlightened clafs of free
fpirits, who have always fupported; and wifhed prof-
perity to the glorious ftruggle of America, who re~
joiced at her fuccels, and who look forward with
Hope and-pleafyre to her rifing greatnefs.
“TRANSLATOR.]
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to {fee him ; henceforth, fo to fpeak, we
exhibit hims; we knew him, we are
better acquainted with him than others,
have the fame advantage over them, that
a man having read a book through, has in
converfation over him who is only at the
beginning.

“The General infifted on my lodging with
him, though his houfe was much lefs than
that he had at Praknefi. Several officers,
whom I had not feen at the army, came to
dine with us. The principal of whom
were Colonel Malcomb, a native of Scotland,
but fettled in America, where he has ferved
with diftin&ion in the continental army ;
he has fince retired to his eftate, and is now
only a militia Colonel ; Colonel Smith +,

an

+ The author having fince been very intimate with
Colonel Smith, can take upon himfelf to affert, that
this young man is not only a very good foldier, but
an excellent fcholar.. The manner of his enter-
ing into the fervice merits relation: he was de-
figned for the profeflion of the law, and was finifhing
his ftudies at New-York, when the American army
affembled there after the unfortunate affair of Long~.
Hland. He immcdiatel‘y refolved to take arms in de-
fence of his country, but his parents difapproving
of this ftep, he enlifted as a common foldier, with-
Put making himfelf known, or pretending to any
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" an officer. highly {poken of, and who com-
manded a battalion of light infantry under

M. de la Fayette s Colonel Humpbreys, the
General’s Aide de Camp, and feveral others
whofe names I have forgot, but who had
all the beft zon, and the eafieft deportment.
The dinner was excellent; tea fucceeded
dinner, and converfation fucceeded tea, and
lafted till fupper.. The war was frequently
the fubjeét : On afking the General which of
our profeflional books he read with the moft
pleafure; he told me, the King of Pruffia’s

Infiru&ions

fuperior rank. Being one day on duty at the door
of a General Officer, he was difcovered by a friend
of his family, who fpoke of him to that General
Officer. He was immediately invited to dinner ; but
he anfwered that he could not quit his duty ; his cor-
poral was {ent for to relieve him, and he returned to
his pott after dinner. A few days only elapfed before
that General Officer, charmed with his zeal, made
him his Aide de Camp. In 1780, he commanded 2
battalion of light infantry, and the year following
was made aide de camp to General Wathington, with
whom he remained until the peace.——[ He is now
Secretary to the Embafly to the court of Great Bri.
tain, and has lately married the daughter of his Ex.
cellency John Adams, Minifter Plenipotentiary to
that court, TRANSLATOR.]
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Inftru&ions to his Generals, and the Tactics
of M. de Guibert; from whence 1 con-
cluded that he knew as ‘well how to fele@
his authors as to profit by them.
e | f.hould havc. btzcn. very happy to accept
of his preffing invitation to pafs a few days
with him, had I not made a folemn pro-
mife, at Philadelphia, to the Vicomte de
Noailles, and his travelling companions,
to arrive four-and-twenty hours after them
if they ftopped there, or at Albany if they
went ftraight on. We were defirous of
fecing Stillwater and Saratoga, and it would
have been no eafy matter for us to have
acquired a juft knowledge of that country
had we not been together, becaufe we
reckoned upon General Schuyler, who could
not be expeted to make two journies to
gratify our curiofity. T was thus far faith-
ful to my engagement, for I arrived at
New Windfor the fame day that they left
Crefs Point ; I hoped to overtake them at
Albany, and General Wathington finding
he could not retain me, was pleafed him-
felf to condu@ me in his barge to the other
fide of the river. We got on fhore at Fifb
Vor. I, Aa Kill
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Kill Landing Place, to gain the caltern road,
preferred by travellers to the weftern. I
now quitted the General, but he infifted
that Colonel Smith fhould accompany me
as far as Poughkenfie. The road to this
town pafles pretty near Fith Kill, which
we leave on the right, from thence we tra-
vel on the heights, were there is a beau-
tiful and extenfive profpet, and traverfing
a townthip, called Middlebrook, arrive at
the creek, and at Wapping Fall. There 1
halted a few minutes to confider, under
different points of view, the charming
landfcape formed by this river, as well from
its cafcade, which is roaring and pic-
turefque, as from the groups of trees and
rocks, which, combined with a number of
faw mills and furnaces, compofe the mofk
capricious and romantic profpect.

It was only half paft three when I got
to Poughkenfie, where I intended fleeping ,
but finding that the /&/ions were then hold-
ing, and that all the taverns were full, I
took advantage of the little remaining day
to reach a tavern I was told of at three
miles diftance, Colonel Smith who had

bufinefs
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bufinefs at Poughkenfie remained there,
and I was very happy to find myfelf in the
evening With nObOdY but my two Aides de
Camp- It was, in fa&t, anew enjoyrgent for
us to be left to ourfelves, and at perfeék
liberty to give mutual accounts of the im-
preflion left on our minds by fo many dif-
ferent objelts. . I only regretted not having
feen Governor Clinton, for whom 1 had
letters of recommendation. He is a man
who governs with the utmoft vigour and
firmnefs, and is inexorable to the tories,
whom he makes tremble, though they are
very numerous : he has had the addrefs to
maintain in its duty this province, one
extremity of which borders on Canada, the
other on the city of New York. He was
then at Poughkenfie, but taken up with
the bufinefs of the feflions: befides, Sara-
toga, and Burgoyne’s different fields of
battle, being henceforth the fole obje& of
my journey, I was withing to get forward
for fear of being hindered by the fnow,
and of the roads becoming impaffable. On
my arrival at Pride’s Tavern, 1 afked a num-
ber of queftions of my landlord, refpelting

Aa'2 the
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the appearance he thought there was of &
continuance, or a change of weather, and
perceiving that he was a good farmer, I
interrogated him on the fubje& of agricy]-
ture, and drew the following details from
him. The land is very fertile in Duchefs
County, of which Poughkenfie is the capital;
as welk as in the State of New-York,
but it is commonly left fallow one year
out of two or three, lefs from neceflity
than from there being more land than they
can cultivate. A buthel of wheat at moft
is-fown upon an acre, which renders twenty,
and five-and-twenty for one. Some far-
mers fow oats on the land that has borne
wheat the preceding year, but this grain in
general is referved for lands newly turned
up:* ‘flax is alfo a confiderable object of
cultivation: the land is ploughed with

horfes,

# Flax has become a very great and profitable
article of cultivation in the Middle and Eaftern States,
the principal cultivators are fettlers from the north of
Ireland, who know the value of it in their own
country. In Maffachuffets, thereisa very confider-
able and fleurithing fettlement, c: alled Londonderry,
peopled entirely by emigrants from that city, where

they apply themfelves particulasly to tlie growth of
flax. TRANSLATOR,

P g



NORTH-AMERICA. 335

horfes, two or three to a plough; fome-
times cven a:greater number when on

new land, or that which has’ ]gng lain
fallow. - Mr. Pride, while he wag giving
me thefe details, always flattered me with
the hopes of fine weather the next day. - I
went to reft, highly fatisfied with him
and his prognoftics ; in the morning, how-
ever, when I awakened, I faw the ground
already entirely white, and fnow, which
continued to fall in abundance, mixed with
hail and ice. There was nothing to be
done under fuch circumftances, butto con-
tinue my journey, asif it was fine weather,
only taking a little better breakfaft than I
thould otherwife have done. But I re-
gretted moft that the fnow, or rather
{mall hail that drove againft my eyes, pre-
vented me from feeing the country; which,
as far as I could judge, is beautiful and
well cultivated.  After travelling about
ten miles, I traverfed the townthip of Stra/=
bourg, called by the inh#bitants of the
country Strattfborough. This townfhip is
five or fix miles long, yet the houfes are
not far from each other. As 1 was remark-

ing one which was rather handfome, the
Aag owner
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owner came to the door, doubtlefs from
curiofity, and atked ‘me; in French, if I
would alight, and ftep in and dine 'with
him. Nothing can be more fedﬁcing iﬁ
bad weather than fuch a propofal; but: on
the other hand, nothing is more cruel,
when one has once got under fhelter, than
to quit the fire fide, a fecond time, to ex-
pofe onefelf to froft and {now.

I refufed therefore the dinner offered me
by this gallant man, but not the queflions
he put tome. I alked him, in my tuin,
whether he had not feen fome French
officers -pafs, meaning the Vicomte de
Noailles, the Comte 'de Damos, and the
Chevalier de Mauduit; - who, as they "had
three -or four fervants, 'and fix or feven
horfes, might have been remarked on the
road. My Dutchman, for I have fince
learnt that his name is Le Roy,* a Dutch

merchant,

# The Tranflater had the pleafure of being well
acguamted wuh one of the fons of Mr. Le Roy, a 2
moft am:able young man, whom he knew at
Amfterdam, when reﬁdmg with his aunt Madame
Chabanel, the w;dow of a rich merchant, who did a
'grcat deal of buﬁncfs with America prevmt\s to the
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mérchant, born in®urope, and acquainted
with France, where he lived fome time; my
Dutchiman, repliedlike a man who knew
France,” and who fpeaks French ;- Sir, 7f is
very true: that the Prince de Conti paffed by
bere yofferday evening, with two offcers, in
their way to Albany. 1 could not difcover
whether it was to the Vicomte de Noailles,
or the Comte de:Damos, that I ought to-
do homage for his principality; but as they
are - both my relations, I anfwered with
ftri truth, that my coufin having gone on’
before, 1 was very glad to know at what
hour they pafled, ‘and when I fhould be
able to join them; fo that if Mr. Le Roy,
as no doubt he did, confulted his almanack,
he will have fet me down for the Duke of
QOrleans, or the Duke of Chartres; which
was the more probable as I had nine horfes
with me, whilft the Prince de Conti, being

. farther
war, He faw Lim afterwards at Philadelphia and
Bofton, and has only to regret, that his affairs ren-
der@d it impoffible to accept of a kind invitation to-
pay him a vifit at Strattfborough.. Mrs. Chabanel’s
houfe, 2t Amfterdam, was open to.all the Americans
in Holland during the war, TRANSLATOR.
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farther removed from the crown, had only
feven.

You fcarcely get out of Strafbourgh, be-
fore you enter the townthip of Rbynbecs,
It is unneccflary to obferve, that all thefe
names - difcover a German origin. At
Rhynbeck, nobody came out to afk me to
dinner. But this {now mixed with hail was
{o cold, and I was fo fatigued with keeping
my horfe from flipping, that I fthould have
ftopped here even without being invited by
the handfome appearance of the inn called
Thomas's Inn. It was no more, however,
than half paft two; but as I had already
come three-and-twenty miles, the houfe was
good, the fire well lighted, my hoft a tall
good looking man, a {portfman, a horfe
dealer, and difpofed to chat, I determined
according, to the Englith phrafe, to {pend
the reft of my day there. The following
isall I got interefting from Mr. Thomas.
In time of peace, he carried on a great trade
of horfes, which he purchafed in Canada,
and fent to New York, there to be thipped
for the Weft-Indies. It is incredible with
what facility this trade is carried on in

winter ;
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winter; he affured me that he once went -
to Montreal, and ‘brought back with Birﬁ,
in a fortnight feventy-five horfes which he-
bought there. This is effected by travelling
in aright line, traverfing Lake George upon
ice and the {fnow, the defert between that
Lake and Montreal. The Canadian horfes’
cafily travel eighteen or twenty hours a day,
and three or four men, mounted, are fuffi-
cient to drive one hundred before them.
¢t It was I, added Mr. Thomas, who made,"
¢* or rather who repaired the fortune of
« that.rogue, Arnold. He had conducted
«¢ his affairs ill, in thelittle trade he carried
¢ on at Newhaven ; # I perfuaded him to
¢ purchafe

* Arnold was brought up to the‘bufinefs of an
apothecary, being taken from his mother, out of cha-
rity, by Do&or Lothrop of Norwich in Connec-
ticut, who was at once a phyfician, furgeon, apothe-
cary, merchant and fhopkeeper, as is ufual in Ame-
rica; after his apprenticefhip expired, his mafter gave
him gqo’. and letters of recommendation to his cor-
refpondents in London, by which means he ob-
tained credit for fome thoufands, and returning to
Connefticut, fettled at Newhaven, fet up an equi-
page, with ten horfes, a carriage, and a number of
fervants, failed in two years, and was thrown into
Jail, where he remained *till releafed by a bankrupt
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¢ purchafe horfes in Canada, and to go
o¢ himfelf and fell them at Jamaica. 'This
¢¢ fpeculation alone was fufficient to pay
¢¢ his debts, and fet him once more aflgat.”

s o ©After

a& paflfed the Affembly. He then firft got with
child, and afterwards married the daughter of Mr.
Mansfield, High Sheriff of Newhaven, much againft
the will of the latter; who at length, became recon-"
ciled to him, and employed him as a fupercargo to-
the Weft-Indies, p.\_rhe‘re he ufually went in the fpring; -
and returned in the autumn with melafles, rum, and
fugar. In winter, he went amongft the Dutch to-
wards the head of Hudfon'’s River, and into Canada,
with various forts of woollen goods, fuch as ftock-
ings, caps, mittens, &c, &c. and alfo cheefe, which
fold to great profit in Canada. Thefe articles he
gither exchanged for horfes, orpurchafed them with
the money arifing from his fales. ~With thefe
horfes, which generally made a part of a Connecticut
cargo, together with poultry, corn and fifh, he went
to the iflands, whillt his father-in-law was felling
the rum, melaffes and fugars of the laft voyage, and
colle&ing woollens for Arnold’s next winter trip to
Canada. It was in thefe voyages that Arnold became
an expert feaman, which qualified him for the com-
mand of the fleet on the lakes, where he behaved
with his ufual gallantry againft a much fuperior
enemy. The Tranflator had an opportunity, during
his refidence at Porto Rico during the war, of feeing
feyeral of thefe Connecticut floops make very advan-
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After talking of trade, we got to agricul-
ture: he told:me, that in the neighbour-
hood-of - Rhynbeck, ‘the land was ‘uncome
monly fmutfnl and .that for a bufhel of

wiznnod - fown

tageous fales of their little: cargoes. = After rhﬁ:m |
bar]ung their horfes, they’ ran their veflels upto ‘the
quay, and converted them into retail thops, where'
they dealt out their ‘onions, potatoes, falt fith and
appie:, ‘(an-article which brought a very h:gh price)
in the {malleft quantities, for which they received
hard dollars, although it is fact, that fpecxc

uncommonly fcarce in this Spani/® ifland, almoft all
the intercourfe being carried on in paper dollars,
whilft the French part of the neighbouring ifland of
Hifpaniola was full of Spanifh money, and the
French fleet and army were paid in dollars from
the Havannah. The Tranflator hopes that he fhall
here be pardoned adigreflion on the fubjeét of this
¢charming ifland, which in the hands of any other
nation would certainly become one of the moft
valuable poffeffions in the American Archipelago.
Its central fituation between the windward and
leeward iflands, its capacious harbour, the number
of fprings and rivers with which it is watered, (the
latter é.bpunding with fith) the excellence of its
foil, the greateft part of which is nearly in avirgin
ftate, the ftrong pofi ition of the peninfula of St.
John, are advantages, which if in the pofieflion of
a great affive maritime power, fuch as France or
England, can fcarcely be apprecmtcd. In the poflel~
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fown wheat, he reaped from thirty to forty.
‘The corn is fo abundant that they do not
take the trouble of cutting it with a fickle,
but mow it like hay.  Some dogs of. 5

ol beautiful

fion of Spain, it is at moft but a negative advantage ;
for I am well affured that the King only receives the
inconfiderable revenue of 100,000 piafters from this
Iﬂand whilft he expended, in the courfe of the late
war; nolefs than . agbr millions on the fortifications,
which I had the very fingular favour to vifit, accom-
Pamed by the firft engineer, and the ftrength of
which is now deemed not lefs formidable than thofe
of fort More, and the Havannah. Nor could Eng-
Iand, with her then force in the Weft Indies, have
attacked this ifland with any profpeét of fuccefss
though many perfons in Jamaica were fanguine for
+ {uch an expedition. Befides an immenfe train of
very fine artillery, three of the beft regiments in the
Spanifh fervice were there in garrifon, in full health,
viz. the regiments de Bruxelles, de la Couronne, and
de la Victoire, and a moft numerous militia. Indeed,
fo fecure did they think themfelves, that they em-
barked, when I was there, the regiment de la
Couronne, confifting of 1200 men for Carthagena.
The interior of the' country, which I was likewife
allowed to vifit, is delightful; land may be had for
nothing, butevery fettler muft not only be a catholic,
but a rigid one, the Inguifition having an officer here;
he muft likewife marry, and wretched is his choice,
within a year, nor is he ever allowed to remove any
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beautiful kind moving about the houfe,
awakened my paffion for the chace ; on afk-
ing Mr. Thomas what ufe he made of them,
he told me, that they were only for hunting
the fox; that deer, ftags, and bears, were
pretty common in the country, but they
“feldom killed them except in winter, either
by tracing on the fnow, or by tracking them
in the woods.. All American converfation
muft finith with politics. Thofe of Mr.
“Thomas appeared to me rather equivocal ;

he was too rich, and complained too much
of

property from the ifland, fhould he wifh to guit it,
except what he can carry off clandeftinely. Several
1rith are fettled here, but all under the predicament
of facrificing to the moft gloomy fuperftition, the
moft arbitrary jealoufy of defpotic power, and to
the moft harrid ftate of nuptial flavery, with the
uglieft and filthieft of women. The officers of the
“Dragon man of war of 6o guns, and of the fri-
gates which were lying there, and the military in
garrifon were anxious to perufe the European and
American Gazettes I had with me, but even this
communication was obliged to be confined to ver.y
few, and under the ftri®eft injunttions of fecrecy,
tor our mutual fafety. In other refpeéts it is 1m-
poffible to have met with a more hofpitable recep-

gion. TRANSLATOR.
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of the flour he furnithed for. the army to
let me think him a good whig. He gave
himfelf out for fuch notwithﬁanding, but
I obfervered that he was greatly. attached
-to an opinion which I found generally diffufed
throughout the flate of New York s that there
is no expedition more ufeful, nor more  eafy
than the conqueft of Canada. Itis impoffible
o concerve the ardour the inbabitants of the
north flill bave to recommence that énterprize.
‘The reafon 1s, that their country is fo fer-
tile, and fo happily fituated for commerce,
that they are fure to become very wealthy
as foon as they have nothing to fear from
the favages; now the favages are only for-
midable when they are fupported and ani-
mated by the Englifh.

I left Thomas’s Inn the 23d, at 8 in the
morning, and travelled three hours always
in Livington’s Manor. ‘The road was good,
and the country rich and well cultivated.
We pafs feveral confiderable villages, the
houfes of which are handfome and neat, and
every obje& here announces.profperity.  On
leaving this diftri&t, we enter that of Clave-
rack, then defcend from the hills, and ap-
proach Hudfon’s River. We foon after

come
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come to a creek, which isalfo called by the
name of Claverack, and which falls not far
from thisinto the Huclon. As foon as you
have paffed this creek, an immenfe rock,
which runs acrofs in the dire&ion of the
road, obliges you to turn to the right to
reach Claverack Mecting-houfe, and to pur-
fue the road to Albany. This rock, or ra-
ther chain of rocks, merits all the attention
of naturalifts. It is about three miles in
length. ‘As I did not traverfe it, I am ig-
norant of its width, but it is fo fteep. to the
fouth, that it can be afcribed to nothing but
a fhrinking of the earth, occafioned by a
violent thock. Yetone does not find, either
in the fpace between this rock and the lit-
.tle river, or on the oppofite bank, any cor-
refpondence with the accidental fepara-
tion it announces. Its flank, which is al-
moft expofed, prefents parallel beds, but
rarely horizontal, which made me conjec-
ture that it was of a calcareous nature ; * |

tried

* The Marquis having, i his account of Fose-
haw Fulls, obferved that there is little or no calca-
reous ftone in this country, by which I am at a lofs
to know whether he means the ftate of New ]erfey,
wliere he then was, or the United States in general ;
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tried it with aqua fortis, and found my con«
jeCture juft. But I was the moft ftruck
with the ftrength and beauty of the trees
which grow in the midft of it, the trunks
of which rife out of the chinks formed by
the feparation of the rock.  Unlefs you
clofely examine thefe trees, it is impoffible
to believe that they can grow, and get to
fuch a height without an inch of earth to
nourifh their roots.  Several of them grow
horizontally, to a certain diftance, and t}{en
affume a vertical direction. Others have
their roots guite naked, which proves that
their origin is prior to the cataftrophe,
whatever it was, which one cannot refufe
admitting. Thefe roots are in the moft
whimfical diretions imaginable, refembling
ferpents crawling amid{t the ruins of an
immenfe edifice. The principal part of
the trees I {peak of, are of that fort of fir

called

1 take this opportunity of mentioning, that limeftone
abounds in a great part of the Continent; the inte-
rior parts of Penfylvania, Maryland, and Virginia in
particular are interfeCted by immenfe ftrata of this
invaluable ftone, which lie every where expofed to
the day, or very near the furface.
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called hemiock by the Englifh, but they aré*
mixed with others, which I took to be wal-
Dut-trees, and other white wood ; but I
miuift obferve that this conjeGure cdrinot bé
relied on, as I did not fee the leaves; and
am not well enough acqudinted with trees
to diftinguith by their branches and their
ftructore. §

Cleverack is a pretty confiderable towr=
fhip, and extends very far. On quitting it
you traverfe feveral woods to arifé 4t the
firft-houfes of Kinderbock. I found in thefe
woods new improvements, did feveral log-
huts: ¥ But on approaching one of them,

+ With great fubmiffion to the author, he appedrs
to have laid a greater firefs on this pheenomenon than
it has any clairh to from its fingularity ; évery moun-
tainous country in Europe: abounds with fuch ap-
pearances, which; though curicus, may poflibly be
accounted for on principles more fimple; and lefs
[yflematical, thai thofe great convulfions fo enthufi-
aftically imaginzd by the diftiples &f the buffonic
fthool:  The Tranilator too owns himfelf ignorant
of the fpecies of fir, called hemiick, by the Englifh:

TRANSLATOR;

* Huts made of the trunks of trees, laid horizon<
t'allly on each other, and the interftices Alled with
earth, or clay.

Vor. L. B b I per-
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I perceived, with regret, that the family who
inhabited it had been long fettled there,
without thinking of building a better houfe,
an uncommon circumitance in America,
and which is almoft unexampled, except
in the Dutch fettlements ; for that people
are more ceconomical than induftrious,
and are more defirous of amafling
wealth than of adding to their comfort.
When you arrive at the firft hamlet of
Kinderhook, you muft malke a long circuit
to reach the meeting-houfe, which is in
the centre of what may be properly called
the town of Kinderhook. There you pafs
a pretty confiderable ftream, and have the
choice of three or four .inns; but the beft
is that of Mr. Van Burragh. The prefer-
ence given to this, however, does no ho-
nour to the others ; it is a very fmall houfe,
kept by two young people of a Dutch fa-
mily ; they are civil and attentive, and you
are not badly.off with them, provided you
are not difficult to pleafe. It would have ill
become me now to have been fo, for 1 had
nothing but fnow, hail, and froft during

3 the



NORTH«<AMERICA. 27%

the whole day, and any firefide was an
agreeable afylum for me.

It was a difficult queftion to know where
1 fhould the next day pafs the north river,
for I' was told that it was neithér {ufficient-
ly broken to crofs it on the ice, nor free
enough from flakes to venture it in a boat.
Apprized of thefe obftacles, I fet out early
on the 24th, that I might have time to dif=
cover the eafieft paflage. I was only twena
ty miles from Albany; fo that after a con~
tinued journey through a foreft of fir trees,
1 arrived at one o’clock on the banks of the
Hudfon. ‘The vale in which this river runs,
and the town of Albany, which is built in
the form of an amphitheatre on its weftern
bank, muit have afforded a very agreeable
coup d’ceil, had it not been disfigured by
the fnow. - A handfome houfe half way up
the bank oppofite the ferry, feems to at-
tradt attention, and to invite ftrangers to
ftop at General Schuyler’s, who is the pro-
prietor as well as archite&., Ihad recom-
mendations to him from all quarters, but
particularly from General Wathington and
Mrs, Carter. 1 had befides given the ren-
‘ Bbz dezvous
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dezvous to Colonel Hamilton, who had juft
married another of his daughters #, and was

preceded

* Colonel Hamilton is {o well known by all thofe
who have had any connexion with America, that jt
would be unneceffary to point him out more parti-
cularly, were not this journal, at length deftined for
publication, likely to fall into the hands of feveral
readers who were ignorant of, or have forgotten,
many details relative to this revolution, to which
their attention may be ftill awakened. Colonel Ha-
milton, 4 native of Sainte Croix, and fome time fet-
tled in America, was deftined to the profeffion of the
" law, and had fcarcely compleated his ftudies, when
General Wathington, verfed as all great men are in
the difcovery of talents, and in the employment of
them, made him at once his Aide de Camp and Se-
cretary, a poft as emlinent as important in the A-
merican army. From that time his correfpondence
with the French, which language he fpeaks and
writes perfeftly well, the details of every kind, po-
litical and military, entrufted to him, developed
thofe talents, the General had known how to difco-
ver, and put in a&ivity ; whilft the young foldier, by
a prudence and fecrecy ftill more beyond his age
than his information, juftified the confidence with
which he was honoured. He continued to ferve in
_ this capacity till_the year 1781, when defirous of
diftinguithing himfelf in the ¢ommand of troops, as
‘he had done in all his other fun&ions, he took that
of a battalion of light infantry. It was at the head
of this battalion, that jointly with M. de Gimat, he
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preceded by the Vicomte de Noailles, and
the Comte de Damas, who I knew were
arrived the night before. The fole diffi-
culty therefore confifted in paffing the ri-
ver. Whilft the boat was making-its way

Bbs with"

carried by affault one of the enemy’s redoubts at the
fiege of York Town. The reader will perhaps be
furprized to hear, that the next year, before the
peace was made, Mr. Hamilton turned advocate, and
became a member of Congrefs. The explanation of
this enigma is, that the war being confidered as at an
end, it was neceffary for him to think of hisfértune,
which was very inconfiderable. Now the profeflion
of a lawyer, which comprehends thofe of attorney
and notary, isnotonly the moft refpetable in Ame.
rica, but likewife the moft lucrative; and there is
no doubt that, with fuch talents and fuch knowledge,
Mr. Hamilton mutfl be in peace, as well as in war,
one of the moft confiderable citizenf in his new
country. At prefent he is fettled at New-York.—
[To this juft eulogium, the Tranflator takes the li-
berty of adding, that Colonel Hamilton is a moft
elegant writer, and a perfeétly accomplithed gentle-
man, and as fuch could not fail of diftinguithing
himfelf in the firft European circles. His account
of the behaviour and death of the unfortunate An-
dre, to which he was a witnefs, publithed at the time
in the American and Englifh prints, does equal

honour to his underftanding and his heart.
TRANSLATOR.]
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with difficulty through the flakes of ice,
which we were obliged to break as we ad-
vanced. Mr. Lynch, who is not indifferent
about a good dinner, contemplating Gene-
ral Schuyler’s houfe, mournfully fays to me,
T am fure the Vicomte and Damas are now at
 table, where they have good cheer, and good
company, whilft we are bere kicking our beels,
an hopes of getting this evening to fome wretch=
ed alehoufe. 1 partook a little of his anxiety,
but diverted myfelf by affuring him that
they faw us from the windows, that I even
diftinguifhed the Vicomte de Noailles who
was looking at us through a telefcope, and
that he was going to {fend fomebody to con-
du& us on our landing to that excellent
houfe, where we fhould find dinner ready
to come on table; I even pretended that a
{ledge I had {een defcending towards the
“river was defigned for us, As chance
would have it, never was conjeCture more
juft. The firft perfon we faw on fhore,
was the Chevalier de Mauduit, who was
waiting for us with the General’s {ledge, in-
to which we quickly ftepped and were con-
veyed in an inftant into a handfome faloon,

: neag
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near a good ‘fire, with Mr. Schuyler, his
wife and daughters. Whilft we were warm-
ing ourfelves, dinner was ferved, to which
every one did honour, as well as to the Ma-
deira which was excellent, and made us
compleatly forget the rigour of the feafon,
and the fatigue of the journey.

General Scuyler’s family was compofed
of Mrs. Hamilton, his fccond'daughtcr,
who has a mild agreéable countenance; of
Mifs Peggy Schuyler, whofe feattires'sire
animated and ftriking ; of another charm-
ing girl, only eight years old, and of three
boys, the eldeft of whom is fifieen, and are
the handfomeft children you é#h fee. e
is himfelfabout fifty, but already gouty and
infirm. His fortune is very confiderable,
and it will become ftill more fo, for he pof-
fefles an immenfe extent of territory, but
derives more credit from his talents and 'jn—
formation, than from his wealth. He ferv-
ed with General Amherft in the Canadian
war, as Deputy (@artcr-Maﬁer General.
From that period he made himfelf known,
and became diftinguithed ; he was very ufe-

ful to the Enghih and was fent for to Lon-
-~ don
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don after the peace, to fettle the accounts
of every thing furnithed by the Americans.
His mérriage with Mifs Ranfeleer, the rich
heirefs of a family which has given its name
to a diftri®, or rather a whole province,
{till added to his credit and his influence;
fo that it is not furprizing he fhould be
raifed to the rank of Maj'or General at the
beginning of the war, and have the com-
mand of the troops on the frontiers of Ca-
nada. It was in this capacity, that he was
commiffioned in 1777 to oppofe the pro-
grefs of General Burgoyne; but having re-
ceived orders from Congrefs, directly con-
trary to his opinion, without l:min{:r provid..
ed with any means neceflary for carrying
them into execution, he found himfelf ob-
liged to evacuate Ticonderoga, and fall
back on the Hudfon, Thefe meafures, un-
doubtedly prudent in themfclves, being un-
favourably conftrued jn a2 moment of ill
humour and anxiety, he was tried by a
Court Martial, as well as General Sinclair,
his fecond in command, and both of them
were foon after Aomourably acquitted, Sin-
glair yefumed his ftation in the army, but

General
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General Schuyler, juttly offended, demanded
more fatisfactory reparation, and reclaimed
his rank which, fince this event, was con-
tefted with him by two or three Generals
of the fame ftanding. ‘This affair not be-
ing fettled, he did not rejoin the army, but
continued his fervices to his country.
Eleted a member of Congrefs the year fol-
lowing, he was nearly chofen Prefident in
oppofition to Mr. Laurens ; fince that time _
he has always enjoyed the confidence of the
govcrnmcnf, and of General Wathington,
who are at prefent paying their court to him,
and prefling him to accept the office of Se-
cretary at War.

Whilit we were in this excellent afylum, *
the weather continued doubtful, between
froftand thaw ; there was a little fnow upon
the ground, and it was probable there foon
would be a fall. The council of travel-
lers affembled, and it appeared to them pro-
per not to deléy their departure for Sarato-
ga. General Schuyler offered us a houfe
which he has upon his own eftate; but
he could not ferve us as a guide, on ac=

count of an izxdifpoﬁtion, and his appre-
henfion
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henfion of a fit of the gout. He propofed
giving us an 1ntellxgent officer to conduét
us to thedifferent fields of battle, whilft his
fon fhould go before to prepare us lodg-
ings. We could ftill travel on horfeback,
and were f{upplied with horfes of the coun.
try to replace ours which were fatigued, and
a part of which {till remained on the other
fide of the river. All thefe arrangements
being accepted, we were conveyed to Al-
bany in a fledge. On our arrival, we wait-
ed on Brigadier General Clinton, to whom
I delivered my letters of recommendation.
He is an honeft man, but of no diftinguithed
talents, and is only employed out of refpect
to his brother the Governor. He imme-
diately ordered the horfes for our _]OUI'IICY,
and Major Popham, his Aide de Camp, an
amiable and intelligent officer,. was defired
to conduct us. He was to take with him
Major Greme, who knows properly the
ground, and ferved in the army under Ge-
neral Gates.

All our meafures being well concerted,
we each of us retired to our quarters ; the

Vicomte de Noailles and his two compa=
nions
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nions to an inn, kept by a Frenéhman, cal-
led Louis, and I to that of an American of
the name of Blenniffens. At day-break, tea
was ready, and the whole caravan affem-
bled at my quarters; but melted fuow
was falling, which did not promife an agrée'.
able ride. 'We were in hopes that it was
a real thaw, and fet out upon our journey.
The fnow however fell thicker and thicker,
and was fix inches deep when we arrived
at the junétion of the Mowhawk with the
Hudfon's river. Here is a choice of
two roads to Saratoga : one obliges you to
pafs the Hudfon, to keep fome time along
the left bank, and pafs it a fecond time near
the Half-Moon; the other goes on the Mo-
hawk river "till you get above the Catarait,
when you pafs that river, and traverfe the
woods to Szi/lwater. Even had there been
ro difficulty in pafling the North river on
account of the ice, I thould have preferred
the other road, to fee the cafcade of Cokes,
which is one of the wonders of America.
Before we left the Hudfon, I remarked an
ifland in the middle of its bed, which of-

fers a very advantageous pofition for erect-
] - H é inf)-
o]
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'ing batteries, to defend the navigation'.
The two Majors, to whom I communicated
this obfervation, told me that this point of
defence was negleted, becaufe there was
a better one, a little higher up, at the ex-
tremity of one of the three branches into
which the Mohawk river divides itfelf, in
falling into the Hudfon. They added that
this pofition was very flightly reconnoitred ;
that which was begun to be fortified higher
up, being fufficient to ftop the progrefsof the
enemy. Thus the more you examine the
country, the more you are convinced that
the expedition of Burgoyne was extravagant,
and muft fooner or latter have mifcarried,
independent of the engagements which de-

cided the event, AeE
The juntion of the two rivers is fix
miles north of Albany, and after travel-
ling two more in the woods, we began to
hear a murmuring noife, which increafed
’till we came in fight of Cobes Fall. This
catara& is the whole breadth of the river,
that is to fay, near two hundred toifes,
about 1200 Englith feet wide. It is a vaft
fheet of water, - which falls 76 Englifh
fect.™
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feet.* The river in this place is contraé-
ed between two fteep banks formed by the
declivity of the mountains, thefe precipices
are covered by an earth as black as iron ore,.
and on which nothing grows, but firs and
cy prefles. The courfe of the river is ftraight,
both before and after its fall, and the rocks”
forming this cafcade are nearly on a level,

but their irregular figure breaks the water
whilft it is falling, and forms a vancty of
whimfical and puf’curchuc appeargnces.
This picture was rendered ftill more terrible
by the fhow which covered" the ﬁrs, the
brilliancy of which gave a black colour to
the water, gliding gently along, and a yel-
low tinge to that which was dafhing over

the cataract.
After

% Madame /a Comteffe de Genlis in {peaking of this
cataraét in one of the notes to her Peilles du Chateax,
fays it is only go feet, but from otheraccounts con~
firming this of M. de Chaftellux, I am inclined to
think, that it is between 70 and 80 feet. Thisin-
valuable, and correét writer, the pride of her fon, and
of humanity, has in this inftance been unavoidably

mifled by the American travellers the confulted.
TRANSLATQR. 7
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After feafling our eyes with this awfut
fpe&tacle, we travelled 2 mile higher up to
the ferry where we hoped to pafs the river ;
but on our arrival, found the boat fo en-
thc ice and fnow, that it was im-
pofﬁblc to make ufe of it. We were affur=
ed, that pcople had paffed a ferry two miles
highér, that morning, whither we imme-
diately went, determined to purfue our
route, tho"ug"h t'he {fhow was g"reatlj encreaf-
ed, and we were benumbed with wet and
cold. The boatmen of this ferry y made
many objeions on account of the bad
weather and the {mallnefs of their boat,
which could only tranfport three horfes at
a time; but this difliculty did not ftop us,
and we agreed to make feveral trips. The
firft attempt was made to pafs over my Va-
let de Chambre, with three horfes; I was
waiting by. the firefide for my turn, when
they came to inform me that the boat was
- coming back to fhore, with fome difficulty,
and that the current had almoft driven it
towards the catara&t. We were obliged
therefore to fubmit to our deftiny, which
was not yet difpofed to let us fulfil the ob-
je&k
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je& of our voyage. On this occafion I
difplayed a magnanimity which placed
me h;gh in the ef’ccem of the whole com-
pany: whilft others were ﬁormmg, and
growing impatient, uncertain of the mea- -
fures to be taken, I ferenely gave the ﬁgna'l
for a retreat, and thought no more of any
thing but fupper, for which I made the
moft prudent difpofitions on the fpot. The
innkeeper of M. de Noailles beinga French-
- man, and confequently a better cook, or at
leaft more a&ive than mine, it was decided
that he fhould provide our {upper: the beft
mounted cavalier of the troop was difpatch=
ed to give the neceflary orders, whom we
followed in half an hour; we arrived as
night was coming on, and prefently fat
down to table. Thus pafled the day’s work
of the 25th, which was not very agreeable
till the hour of fupper, but terminated very
happily ; for what confolation does not one
derive under difappointment, from a good
fire, a good fupper, and good company ?
The 26th, the rivers not being yet fro-
zen, nor the roads hard enough to make
a long journey in a fledge, I determined to
Temain at Albany. My morning was em-

ployed
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ployed in adjufting my notes, which oc-
cupation was only interrupted by a vifit
from Colonel Hamilton. He told us that
Mrs. Schuyler was alittle indifpofed, but
that the General would be equally glad to
receive us. Accordingly he fent us hig
fledges the beginning of the evening. We
found him in his faloon with Mr. and Ms.
Hamilton, A converfation foon tock place
between the General, the Vicomte de Neailles
and me. We had alrcady talked, when we
were laft with him, of fome important
faults relative to the nothern campaigns, of
which we bad alked fome explanations.
Mr. Schuyler appeared no lefs defirous of
giving them. He is pretty communicative,
and is well entitled to be fo; his conver-
fation is eafy and agreeable ; he Kiiows well
what he fays, and exprefles himfelf well on
every thing he knows. ‘To give the beft
anfwer to our queflions, he propofed to us
to read his political and military corref:
pondence with General Wathington, which
we accepted With great pleafure, and leav-
ing the reft of the company with Mr. and
Mrs. Hamilton, we reured into anbther

room,



|
|

NORTH-AMERICA. 385

room. The General opening his pocket-
book, the Vicomte and I divided the dif-
ferent manufcripts, containing upwards of
fixty pages of clofe writing on paper 2 /
Telliere. The firft difpatch I read was a
Jetter written by him to General Wathing-
ton, in November 1777+ it contained a plan
of attack on Canada, which originated in the
following circumftance: Two Englith of-
ficers after being made prifonei's with Bur-
goyne’s army, obtained permiffion to re-
~ turn to Canada on their parole, and on the
road ftopped at General Schuyler’s at Sara-
toga. The converfation, as we may eafily
fuppofe, foon turned on the great event,
the impreflion of which was fo recent,
One of thefe officers being attached to Ge-
neral Burgoyne, criminated Governor Sir
Guy Carleton, whom he accufed of having
retained too many troops in Canada; the
States maintained that he, had not even re-
ferved fufficient for the defence of the coun-
try. - From affertions they came to proofs,
which proofs could only be an exal? detail
of all the forces then remaining in Canada, and
their diftribution. General Schuyler was at-
¥oL.I. Ee tentive,
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tentive, and took advantage of the difpute.
He learns by this means, that Canada was
in real danger; and propofed, in confe-
quence, to General Wathington to refake
Ticonderoga, in cafe that poft was not a-
"bandoned, as it attually has been, and to
proceed from thence to Montreal. This
plan is extremely well conceived, and ex=
hibits a great knowledge of the country ;
and what {truck me as the moft worthy of
attention, is the immenfity of the refources
to be found in this country for a winter
expedition, and the extreme facility with
which an army may rapidly advance, by
the means of fledges to tranfport the pro-
vifions and ftores, and even {ick and lame
foldiers. It is poflible, in a month’s time,
to colle&, between the Conne&icut and
Hudfon’s River, fifteen hundred fledges,
two thoufand horfes and as many oxen ; the
latter may be fhod for the ice, like horfes,
and ferve to draw the {ledges with provifions;
and as thefe are confumed, or the oxen fa-
tigued, they may be flain for the food of
the army. Nor muft it be imagined that
thefe expeditions are {o dreadful for the fol-

diers
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diers as we arl éﬁ:'cuﬁomea to fuppofe them.
With the feet and legs well fortified, and
prop er cloathing, which it was eafy to pro-
curé before the ﬁnances and refources of
thg country were exhaufted, they fupport
extremely well the fatigue of long marches;
and as they pafs all the night in the woods,
they eafily find {helter, and light great fires,
by which they {leep better than under tents ;
for it is to be obferved, that if the cold be
fevere in this country, it is always a dry
cold, agdinft which it is much more eafy
to provide than againft rain and moifture.

General Schuyler never received any an-
{wer to this letter, nor does he know with
whom the fault lies. M. de la Fayette
however came to Albany in January to pre-
pare and command an expedition fimilar to
that he had proje&ed: he fhewed his in-
firu&ions to General Schuyler, who difco-
vered it to be his own plan, of which he
fuppofes fome other perfon withed to claim
the honour, but as no orders had come to
h_im, he had made no preparations, nor were
there any made on the fide of Connedticut ;

fo that M. de la Fayette, how agreeable
e foever
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foever this expedition might be to him, had
fo much good fenfe and attachment to
the intereft of America as to admit the dif-
ficulties, and divert Congrefs from purfuing

it. :
The winter following, after the evacua-
tion of Philadelphia, and the affair of Mon-
mouth, General Wathingten, always more
occupied in putting an end to the misfor-
tunes of his country, than in prolonging the
duration of the brilliant part he was alting
in America, wrote to Mr. Schuyler, to con-
fult him on an expedition to Canada, and
on the means of executing it with fuccefs,
In anfwer to this letter, he fent a memoir
perfe&ly well conceived, and no lefs well
written, in which he propofed three dif-
ferent plans. The firft was to colle& his
forces near the fources of the Conneicut,
at a place called Coos; from thence there
is only a trifling carrying place to the rivers
which fall into the St. Lawrence, below
Lake Saint Pierre, near to Quebec. But
this plan would be difficult of execution,
from the fcarcity of refources on the Con-
neicut river, and from the great difficul-
ties
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ties to be encountered in approaching thofe
to be provided on the Hudfon and Mohawk
rivers, befides that the attack would thus
be carried into the heart of the Englith
forces, and too near the fea, from whence
they derive their principal aid. The fe-
cond proje&t was to remount the Mohawk
river, then to embark on Lake Oneida, and
crofling Lake Ontaris, proceed weftward to
befiege Niagara; then returning by the
fame route, to defcend the river, and at-
tack Montreal by the north. In this plan,
General Schuyler forefaw two great incon-
veniencies; one, from the long circuit it
would be neceflary to make, thus giving
the Englifh time to colleé their troops at
the pointof attack ; the other from the im-
poflibility there was of deceiving the ene-
my by threatning them on the fide of Lake
Champlain, and Sorel, fince the prepara~
tions on the Mohawk and Hudfon’s River
could not fail of difclofing the whole fyftem
of the campaign. It was by Lake Cham-
plain therefore, and in the winter, that Ge-
neral Schuyler propofed marching direétly
to Montreal; leaving. Sf. Jobn's on the

L ca ~ right,
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right, and poftponing the attack of that
poft ’till {pring, which was not to be fecur-
ed, before the 1fle of Montreal, and, all the
upper country {hould be got pofleffion of
on this p]an there would be no dlfﬁculty in
concealing its real object; as the neceffary
preparations might be colleted on the ri-
vers Hudfon and Conne@icut; the fhifting
from one to the other being an eafy mea-
fure. 'Thus. the enemy would be alarmed
at once for Quebec, St. John’s, and Mon-
treal. On this {uppofition, it is probable
they would prefer facrificing Montreal.
"There an advantageous eftablithment might
be formed, and meafures taken to. attack
Quebec ; ‘but in cafe of their being oblig-
ed to abandon it, an eafy retreat would al~
ways be fecured by the Beaver. bunting
Place ¥, and Lake Champlain. Such was
the obje& of this long difpatch which I
read with great attention, and much piea-
fure, and of which I have attem pted to give
fome

# This is the name given in the Englith charts
to the deferts between Lake Ontario, the River St.
Lawrence, and the Lakes George and Champlain,
and the River of Sorce.
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fome idea, convinced as I am that this ar-
ticle of my jo‘u'rnal” will not. be unintereft-
ing to military men ; others may render it
amufing, by furveying the chart, and run-
ning over the immenfe country embraced
by thefe different projets.

The next memoir which fell into my
hands was the anfwer of General Wathing-
ton. After teftifying the greateft confi-
dence in General Schuyler, he enters into
difcuflion with him, and offers his reflexions
with a modefty as amiable, as worthy of ef-
timation. He is of opinion that the expe-
dition by Lake Ontario is perhaps too highly
rejected without fufficient reafon ; that it
would be eafy for him to favour the attack of
Niagara, by adiverfion he could make on lake
Grie, by marching the Virginia troops on the
fide of the Ok and Fort Pitt: he enquires
whether it be poffible tobuild boats on Hud-
fon’s river, and tranfpert them on carriages to
the Mohawk ; his obje&t in this was evi-
dently to obviate one of the principal ob-
je&ions I have mentioned ; that the prepa-
rations for this expedition revealed too much
the real object, All the other points are

I treated
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treated with wifdom and precifion ; which
renders the reply of General Schuyler ftill
more curious and interefting. It is worthy
both of the importance of the fubjed, and
of the great man to whom it is addreffed,
Mr. Schuyler perfifts in his opinion; and in-
variably attached to his proje& of attack by
Lake Champlain, he proves that it may be
executed in fummer as well as in winter.
Every thing depends, according to him, on
poflefling a naval fuperfority *, which he

15

* From thefe accounts itappears very evident that
General Carleton acted with great prudence in re-
taining the force he did in Canada, for which he
has been blamed by fome, when Burgoyne went on
his expediticn ; in the cataftrophe of which, 1500
or 2000 men more would probably have made little
difference, but the want of which would have totally
enfeebled the defence of Canada, and thrown that
province into the hands of the United States. The
American ideas too, on the fubject of an expedition.
jnto Canada, and which may poffibly be carried into
execution at fome future period, merit the attention
of the Englifh Government, more particularly as
America, fince the is put in pofieffion of the Kenebee
and the boundary line, cuts the Sorel river below
Lake Champlain, can now carry on her operations
at her eafe, and unmolefted on the lakes, and by
Armold’s route; but, in fa&, Canada muft, on a
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- is of opinion may be eafily obtained by con-
ftrufting larger vefiels than thofe of the
Englifh,

rupture, follow the fortune of the United States ;
that province can only be prevented from falling ra-
pidly before fuch a force as the Eaftern States can
put in motion, by very firong forts built at the head
of the Kennchee, St. Croix, and Conneflicut rivers,
by forts on foth fides of the Sorel, where cut by the
boundary line, on éoth fides the St. Lawrence where
it joins that river, at the bead of the carrying place
above Niagara, on the Englifh fide, where a new
carrying place muft, if poflible be formed, and oppo-
fite the fort of Detroit and Michilimazance. All
muft be frong, regular works, capable of containing
Garrifons with ftores fufficient to ftop the progrefs
of an enemy’s army, ’till relief can arrive from the
interior of the country, where 6 or Soco regular
forces muft be kept, befides ftrong garrifons at Que-
bec, and Montreal, the fortifications of which muft
be repaired and ftrengthened. - Unlefs England be
determined to adopt, and rigoroufly to maintain all
thefe neceflary defences, perhaps after all inadequate,
it is impoffible that Canada thould long refift an A-
merican expedition. On {uch a tenure, and at {fuch
an enormous expence, will that province be worth
holding ? M. Payne, in his admirable letter to the
Abbé Raynal, makes the following judicious obfer-
vations on this fubjeé :—*¢ Refpe&ing Canada, one
** or other of thefe two events will takeplace; viz. if
# Canada fhould become populous, it will reyolt; and
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Engiifh, and he is perfuaded that two fifty
gun thips would be fufficient to fecure it.
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if it do not become fo, it will not be worth the ex-
pence of holding. But Canada never will become

populous; Britain may put herfelf to greatexpences

in fending fettlers to Canada, but the defcendants of
thofe {ettlers will be Americans, as other defcend -
ants have been before them. They will look round
and {ee the neighbouring States fovereign and free,
refpected abroad, and trading at large with the
world ; and the natural love of liberty, the advan-
tages of commerce, the bleflings of independence,
and of .a bappier climate and a richer foil will draw
them fouthward, and the effe@ts will be, that Bri-
tain will {fuftain the expence, and America reap

- the advantage, and the fame may be faid of Ha-

lifax and the country round it. - One would think
that the experience Britain has had of America,
would entirely ficken her of all thoughts of conzi-
nental colonization ; and any part fhe may retain,
will only becomie to her a field of jealoufy and
thorns, of debate and contention, for ever ftrug-
gling for privileges, and meditating revolt. Shemay
form new fettlements, but they will be for us; they
will become part of the United States of America; and
that againdt all her contrivances to prevent it, or
without any endeavour of ours to promote it. In
the firft place fhe cannot draw from them a revenue
until they are able to pay one, and when they
are fo, they will be above fubjettion. Men foon
bécome attached to the foil they live upon, and
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Peopleare wrong, added he, in dreading the
navigation of th;.LakCS, and in not dal‘lqg

e A

& ;nqp:pomhd -with the profperity of the place; and
< it fignifies but little what opinions they come over -
¢ with, for time, intereft and new conneétions will
¢ render them obfolete, and. the next gencration
¢ know nothing of them, To fpeak cxphcu:ly '
‘“ on the matter, I would not, were I an European,
have Canada, under the. conditions that Britain
“ muft retain it, could. it bc given to me. It is
“ one of thofe kinds of dominion that is, and
¢ ever will be, a conftant charge upon any ﬂ)rcxgn‘
¢t holder. There are, I doubt not, thoufands
¢ of peaple in England, who fuppefe that Canada-
« and Nova Scotia are a profitto the nation, where-
¢ as they arc_diredtly the, contrary, and inftead. of
¢¢ producing any revenue, a. conﬁderablc part of the
« revenue of England is annually drawn off to {up-
¢ port the expence of holding them.” What
it.cofts England to maintain Canada alone, may be
known from the following accurate abfiraét, verified
by the treafury accounts, of the expences of that Pro=
vince, from the 1/ of June 1776, to the 24tk of Oéfon
ber 1782, being fix years and four months.
Military—Ordinaries, £ 688,385 : 18 : 2§
Extraordinaries, 4,510,790 : 12 : 7
Civil Eftabli

and Continfghetrrll:igz, } 100,343 89

; Total, - - 5,290,519 : 19 ; 63,

§

~

-

-

-

Which for 6 years 826,766 : 6.1 3 per ani.
and 4 months is, }’C A
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totruftlarge thipson them. Onall thefe fub-
jeéts, he{peaks as an enterprifing well inform-
ed man; and capable of executing what he
propofes. I thall conclude this detail, by giv-
ing the project of acampaign againft the fava-
ges, different from that adopted by Congrefs
in 1779, the execution of which wasentruft-
ed to General Sullivan.  According tothis,
five hundred men only thould have marched
by Wioming and Tisga, whilft the remain-
der of the army made its appearance by the
head of the Mohawk river, and Lake Meida
to take the favages in the rear, and cut
off their retreat to Lake Ontario; which
appeared to me reafonable, becaufe by

this means, the double objet was fulfilled
of deftroying the favages, and of avoiding

a

It is true that the war extraordinaries muft not be
taken into the eftimateof a peace eftablithment, but
will not the independence of the United States ren-
der a larger force neceflary than during the former
peace, befides the garrifons above mentioned, &c ;
and is war {o very improbable in that quarter? Per-
haps the moft fortunate event for Britain will be,
to receive the news, fome {pring or other, after the
opening of the St. Lawrence, that Canada has been
taken in the winter, with little or no bloodfhed.
TRANSLATOR.
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a long and difficult march for the main
body of the army, acrofs the Great Swamp

of Wioming.
To comprehend this, it muft be recol—-

leed that in 1779, the Congrefs, fecing
their enemies confined to New-York and
Rhode Ifland, thought they might fpare a
body of troops of three or four thoufand
men againft the five nations, of whofe
cruelties they had many proofs. The plan
was to carry off or deftroy them, and thus
relieve the country lying between the Saf
quabannah and the Delaware. General Sul-
livan, after taking every fort of precaution
to fecure the fubfiftence and health of the
foldiers, made a very long and well con-
du&ed march, drove the favages before
him, and burnt their villages and harvefts.
But this was the whole fruit of his expedi-
tion, for he never had it in his power to
cut them off; the corps under General
Clinton, which had penetrated by the Mo-
hawk river, being found too weak to a& of
itfelf, was obliged to join the main body of

the army.

I did
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Tdid not finifh ' my reading before ten
o'clock 3 and 1 continued it converfation
wi h General Schuyler, whilft the company
was at fupper. It cannot be fuppofed that
1 was able to reafon upon all the fubje@s
he had laid before me. 1 contented myfelf
therefore with remarking that every partial
expedition againft Catiada, and which did
not fend to the ‘tofal conqueft, or rather
the deéliverance of “that country, would be
dangerous and ineffetual 5 as it would not
be firengthened by the concurrence of the
inhabitants, they having been already de-
ceived in their expetations in- Montgo-
mery’s expedition, and dreading the réfent-
ment of the Englith, fhould they a fecond
time fhew themfelves favourable to the A-
mericans. It gave me pleafure to find him
of the fame opinion. We then feparated
well pleafed with each other, and I return-
ed home to await the decifion of the wea-
ther, refpe@ing the next day’s journey.
The 27th in the morning, underftand-
ing that the rivers were not yet frozen, and
the weather being fine but very cold, I with-
ed to take advantage of it to go to Schenecta-
; dy.
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ay. This is a-town fituated 14 miles from
Albany, on.the Mohawk river. It excites
{ome curiofity, from being built in the very
country of the favages; from its being
picketed, that is to fay, {urrounded with
lofty palifades, like their villages, and from
their: ftill retaining fome habitations there,
which form a fort of fuburb, to the eaft of
the town. Itwas rather late when I thought
of this ride, and it was noen before I got
afledge; but General Schuyler had affured
me that I fhould be there in two hours,
on the fuppofition, doubtlefs, that my fledge
would be better provided with horfes. - T
found the roads very bad, and the herfes
{till worfe ; for they would not draw, and
if M. de Montefquieu had not himfelf taken
the reins, and prefled them forward with
more vivacity than their merciful cenductor,
I believe I thould have remained in-the
fnow, with which this country is covered
fix months in the year. The country
which lies between Albany and Schenec-
tady, is nothing but an immenfe foreft of
pine-trees, untouched by the hatchet. They

are lofty and robuft, but thin fown; and
as
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as nothing grows under their fhade, a line
of cavalry might traverfe this wood without
breaking _their ranks, or defiling. . It was
three o’clock, and myfelf half dead with cold
when I reached Schenetady. This town
ftands at the foot of a fmall declivity, on
your coming out of the woods ; it is regu-
larly built, and contains five hundred houfes
within the palifades, without reckoning
fome dwellings which form a {uburb, and
the Indian village adjoining to the fuburb.
Two families, and eight inhabitants are
reckoned to a houfe. Beyond the town, to
the weftward, the country is more open,
and the land very fertile; it produces a great
deal of corn, of which they carry on a great
trade. I alighted at Colonel Glen's, the
Quarter Mafter General of this diftrict, a
lively, active man. He received me in the
politeft manner ; an excellent fire, and two
or three glaffes of toddy, warmed me, fo as
to enable me to afk him fome queftions,
and to return immediately, for night was
coming on, and the Vicomte de Noailles
expe@ed me at dinner at five o’clock. Co-
lonel Glen lent me horfes to return to-Al-

banys,
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‘bany, and was fo good as to condu@ me
himfelf into the Indian village. - As we
were_preparing to fet out; one of thefe fa-
vages entered his houfe : he was a meffen-
ger-difpatched by their hunters, who came
to inform him of a party of one hundred
and fifty Seneeas, and feveral tories, making
‘their appearance a few miles from Saratoga,
and having even carried off one of their
young men.' This meflenger fpoke very
good French, and very bad Englith; born
of a Canadian, or European father, he had
mixed with the favages, amongft whom he
had lived twenty years, rather from liber-
tinifid than any other motive,  'The news
he brought was not very encouraging for the
journey I was about to take, but 1 gave lit-
tle credit to it, and T was in the right.

The Indian village Mr. Glen conducted
me to, is nothing but an affemblage of mi-
ferable huts in the wood, along the road to
Albany. He took me into that of 2 {uvage
du Saut Saint Louis, who had long lived at
Montreal, and {poke good F rench. Thefe
huts are like our barracks in time of war,
or thofe run up in vineyards, or orchards,

Vor. I, Dd to
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to watch the fruit when it is ripe. - All the
timber confifts in two up-rights and one
crofs pole; itis covered with a matted: roof,
but this is well lined within by a quantity
of bark. The inner fpace is rather below
the level of the ground, and the entrance by
alittle fide-door; in the middle of the hut
is the fire-place, from which the fmoke af-
cends by an openingin the roof. On each fide
of the fire, are raifed two branches, which
run the length of the hut, and ferve to fleep
on; thefe are covered: with fkins and bark.
Befide the favage who {poke French, in this
hut, there was a fguab, the name given to
the Indian women, who had - taken him as
her fecond, and was bringing up a-child by
her firft hufband ; two old men compofed
the remainder of the family, which had a
melancholy and pocr appearance. . The
fquah was hideous, as they all are, and her
hufband almoft ftupid, fo that the ¢harms
of this fociety did not make e forget that
the day was advancing, and that it was time
to fet out. All that I could learn from the
Colonel, or from the favages was, _that the
State gives them rations of meat, and {fome-

' times
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times of flour; that they pofefs alfo fome
land, where they fow Indian corn, and gé
a hunting for fkins, which they exchange
for rum.  They are fometimes employed
in war, and are commended for their bra-
very and fidelity. Though in fubjection to
- the Americans, they have their chiefs, to
whom application is made for juftice, when
an Indian has committed any crime. Mr.
Glen told me, that they fubmitted to the
punithments infli¢ted on them ; but had no
idea that it was right to punifh them with
death, even for homicide. Their number
at prefent is 350; which is conftantly di-
minithing, as well as that of #be five nations.
I do not believe that thefe five nations can
produce four thoufand men in arms. The
favages of themfelves therefore, would not
be much to be dreaded, were they not fup-
ported by the Englith, and the American
tories. As an advanced guard, they are
formidable, as an army they are nothing.
But their cruelty feems to augment in pro+
portion as their numbers diminifh ; it 1s
fuch as to render it impofiible for the Ame-

ricans to confent to have them long for
Ddz2 neighbours 3
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neighbours ; and a neceffary confequence of
a peace, if favourable to the Congrefs, muft
be their total deftruion, er. their: excly-
fion at leaft from all the country within the
lakes #. Thofe who are attached to the
Americans, and live in fome manner undes
their laws, fuch as the Mohawks of the
environs of Schencctady, and part of the
Oneidas, will ultimately become civilized
and be confounded with them. This is
what every feelingand reafonable man fhould
with, whe, preferring the interefts of hu-
manity to thofe of his own celebrity, dif-
dains the little artifice fo often and fo fuc-

cefsfully

# Dr, Franklin, whofe amiable and philofophic
mind fincerely laments all the evils attendant on hu-
manity, ufed frequently to regret the painful necef-
fity under which he forefaw America would thortly
find herfelf of ufing violence againft the favages,
from the bloody fcenes into which they were led by
the policy of the Englifh Government. The Tranf-
lator has often heard hint exprefs himfelf with the
utmoft fenfibility on the {ubjef, and fuggeft many
expedicnts to prevent the probability of matters be-
ingurged to that horrid extremity, but reafon, phi-
lofophy and eloquence were in vain oppofed by good
and wife men to the headlong career of that mad
War, . TRANSLATOR.
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cefsfully employed, of extolling ignorance
and poverty, to extort pralfcs in fenates and
academlcs

- T had time enough to make thefe and a
great many other reflexions, whilft, by the
fole light of the fnow, I was pafing through
thefe majeftic woods, where the filence
which reigns in the night'is feldom dif-
turbed even in the day. I did not arrive at
the apartments of the Vicomte de Noailles
till near eight o’clock, where fupper, tea,
and converfation detained me till midnight.
Still nothing was decided refpe®ing our
journey, and the news we had received was
by'no means fatisfaGory. The next morn-
ing I received a letter from General Schuy-
ler, to inform me, that having fent the
evening before, he was told that I was gone
to Schene@ady, and from thence to Sarato-
go; but that he was glad to know I was
detained at Albany, for that finding him-
felf much better of his gout, he intended
accompanying me the next day. He re-
quefted me to come and pafs the evening
with him, to fettle our route, and our de-
parture. I anfwered his letter, by accept-

Ddj ing



406 TRAVELS IN

ing of all -his propofitions, and employed
part of the morning in walking about Al-
bany, not without taking many precautions,
for the fireets were covered with ice. My
firft vifit was to the artillery park, or rather
the trophies of the Americans ; for there is
no other artillery in this place than eight
handfome mortars, and twenty ammuni-
tion waggons, which made part of Bur-
goyne’s artillery *. I entered a large work-
thop where they were employed in making
muiquets for the army. The barrels of
thefe mufquets, and the bayonets, are forg-
ed a few miles from Albany, and polifhed
and finifhed here. I enquired the price of
them, and found that the weapon compleat
cofts about five dollars. Thearmourers are
enlifted, and receive befides their rations,
very confiderable falaries, if they were well
paid. From thence I went to another bar-
rack fituated towards the weft of the town,

which

* The principal part of Burgoyne’s artillery was
conveyed to Philadelphia, where I faw a very fine
park, formed of them and the pieces taken from
the Heflians, in various engagements.

TRANSLATOR,
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which ferves as a military hofpital. ‘The
fick are ferved by women. Each of them
has a feparate bed, and they appear in ge-
neral to be well taken ‘care of, and kept
very clean. At dinner all the company
who were to be of the Saratoga party col-
le€ted at my lodgings, and we went after-
wards to General Schuyler’s to fettle mat-
ters for our journey, and, in confequence,
fet out the next day at fun rife, in five dif-
ferent {ledges. General Schuyler took me
in his own. We pafled the Mohawk river
on the ice, a mile above the catara&. It
was almoft the firlt attempt, and fucceeded
with all but Major Popham, whofe two
horfes broke through the ice, and funk in-
to the river. This event will appear fatal
to Epropeans; but let them not be alarm-
ed at the confequences. It is a very com-
mon accident, and is remedied in two ways:
one by dragging the horfes on the ice
by force, and, if poffible, by the help of a
lever or plank to raife them up; the other
by ftrangling them with their halter, or the
reins : as foon as they have loft their refpi-

ration, and motion, they float on the water,
and
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and are lifted by their fore-feet on the ice ;-
the ftri¢ture is looflened, they are bled, and
in a quarter of am hour are reinftated in
the harnefs. = As there were a great many .
of us, the firft method which is the fureft,
was employed. All this may be eafily con-
ceived, but it will be afked what becomes
of the fledge, and how one does to approach
the gulph opened by the horfes ! The an-
fwer is, that thefe animals being much
heavier than the fledge, and fupported by
four f{lender bafes, break the ice under their
feet, without caufing the fledge to fink,
which is light of itfelf, and its weight fup-
ported by long pieces of wood which ferve
by way of fhafts. The travellers are not
lefs fafe, the ice being always thicker than
is neceflary to bear them. As for the horfes,
they eafily keep themfeclves up on the fur-
face of the water, by means of their fore-
legs, and by refting their heads upon the

ice. '

The accident which happened to Major

Popham’s fledge, did not deétain us above

feven or eight minutes ; but we went a lit-

tle aftray in the woods we had to pafs, to:

reach
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reach the high road. We come into it be-
tween Half Moon and Stillwater. A mile
from thence, I faw on the left, an openmg
in the wood, and a pretty extenfive plain,
below which runs a creek, and obferved to
General Schuyler, that there muft be 2
good pofition there: he told 'me I was not
deceived, and that it had been reconnoitred
for that purpofein cafe of need. The ereek
1s called Antbhony’s Rill ; the word 7ill, a-
mongft the Dutch, having the fame figni-
cation as creck with the Americans. Three

miles farther on, we traverfed a hamlet cal-
led Stillwater Landing-place, for it is here
that boats coming down from Saratoga are
obliged to ftop to avoid the rapids. From
hence there is a portage of ecight or ten
miles to the place where the river is navi-
gable. I imagine the name of Sti/waler is
derived from its tranquillity here previous
to the commencement of the rapids. Ge-
neral Schuyler thewed me fome redoubts he
had conftru&ed to defend the park, where
his boats and proviﬁons were colle@ed, af-
ter the avacuation of fort Anne and fort Ed-

ward. We ftopped there to refreth our
4 horfes,
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horfes. The General had given the ren-
dezvous to a militia officer, called Swang,
who lives in this neighbourhood, and fery-
ed in the army of General Gates; he put
me into his hands, and continued his route
to Saratoga, to prepare our reception. I
prefently got into a fledge with my guide,
and, at the end of three miles, we faw two
houfes on the bank of the river; it was
here that General Gates had his right, and
his bridge of boats defended by a redoubt
on each bank. We alighted to examine
this interefting pofition, which diffipated all
the hopes of Burgoyne, and prepared his
ruin. I thall attempt to give fome idea of
it, which though incompleat indeed, may
throw fome light on the relations of Gene-
ral Burgoyne, and even ferve to re€lify his
errors.

The eminencies, called Breams Heights,
from whence this famous camp is named,
are only a part of thofe high grounds which
extend along the right bank  of the Hudfon,
from the river Mohawk to that of Sarato-
ga. At the fpot chofen by General Gates
for his pofition, they form, on the fide of

the
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the river, two different flopes, or terraces.
In mounting the firft flope, are three re-
doubts placed in parallel direGions. In
front of the laft, on the north fide, is a.
little hollow, beyond which the ground
rifes again, on which are three more re-
doubts, placed nearly in the fame direction
as the former. In front of them is a deep
ravine which runs from the wefl, in which
1s a fmall creek. This ravine takes its rife
in the woods, and all the ground on the
right of it is extremely thick {et with wood.
1f you will now return upon your fteps,
place yourfelf near the firlt redoubts you
fpoke of, and mount to the fecond {lope
proceeding to the weftward, you will find,
on the moft elevated platform, a large en-
trenchment which was parallel with the ri-
ver, and then turns towards the north-weft,
Wwhere it terminates in fome pretty fteep fum-
mits, which were likewife fortified by
fmall redoubts. To the left of thefe heights,
and at a place where the declivity becomes
more gentle, begins another entrenchment
which turns towards the weft, and makes

two or three angles, always carried over
; the
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the tops of the heights to the fouth-weft.
Towards the northweft, you come ocut of
the lines to defcend another platform, which
prefents a pofition the more favourable, a5
jt commands the furrounding woods, and
refifts every thing which might turn the
left flank of the army. It is here that Ar-
nold was encamped with the advanced
guard.

If you defcend again from this height,
proceeding towards the north, you are pre-
fently in the midft of the woods near Free-
man's Farm, and on the ground where the
attions of the 1gth of September, and the
7th of O&ober happened. 1avoid the word
Sfield of battle; for thefe two engagements
were in the woods, and on ground fo inter~
fe@ted and covered, that it is impoffible
either fo conceive or difcover the fmallefi re-
femblance between 1t and the plan given to
the public by General Burgoyne. But what
appears to me very clear is, that this Ge-
neral who was encamped about four miles
from the camp of Breams’s Heights, withing
to approach, and reconnoitre the avenues to
it, marched throngh the woods in four co-

lumns,
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dumns, and that having feveral ravines to pafs,
he made General Frazer, with the advanced
guard, turn them at their origin ; that two
other columns traverfed the - ravines, and
the woods, as well as they could, without
either communicating or materially waits
ing for each other; that the left column,
- chiefly compofed of artillery, followed the
courfe of the river, where the ground is
more level, and: built- bridges over the ra-
vines and rivulets, which are deeper on that
fide, as they all terminate in the rivers
that the engagement firft began with the
#iflemen and American militia; who were
fupported as neceflity required, without . any
prior difpofition ; : that the advanced guard,
and the right column were the firft engag-
ed, and that the combat lafted until the
columns on the left arrived, that is to fay,
till funfet; that the Americans then retir-
ed to their camp, where they had taken
care to convey their wounded; that the
Englith advanced guard, and the right co-
lumn greatly fuffered; both- one and the
other having been very long engaged in the
woods without any fupport.

General
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General Burgoyne purchafed dearly the
frivolous honour of fleeping on the field of
battle: he now encamped at Freeman’s
farm, fo'near ‘the American’ ¢amp, that it
was impofiible for him to manceuvre, - fp
that he found himfelf in the fituation of a
chefs-player, who fuffers himfelf to be ftale
mated. In this pofition he remained until
the 7th of O&ober, when feeing his pro-
vifions expended, hearing nothing of Clin-
ton, and being too near the enemy to re-
treat without danger, he tried a fecond at-
tack, and again made an attempt for his
advanced guard to turn their left. ‘The
enemy, with whom the woods were filled,
penctrated his® defign, - themfelves turned
the left flank of the corps which threatened
theirs, put them to rout, and purfued them
{o far as to find themfelves, without knowing
it, oppofite the camp of the Germans. This
camp was fituated ez pofence, and a little in
the rear of the line. Arnold and Lincoln,
animated with fuccefs, attacked and carried
the entrenchments: both of them bought
the victory at the price of their blood ; each

of
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of them had a leg broke * with mufquet
thot. I faw the fpot- where Arnold, unit-
ing the hardinels of a jockey 4 with 'that of
a foldier, leaped his horfe over the entrench-
ment of the enemy. © It ‘was’ like'all thofe
of'this country, 'a fort of parapet, formed
by the trunks of trees piled one upon’ 4rio=
ther. . This ation was'very brifk, t6 which
the fir'trees, which are torn by mufquet and
cannon thot, will long bear teftimony ; for
the term of their exiftence feems as rcmotc,
as is the'period of their origin. ' 70710

I ‘continued réconnoitring here till night;
fometimes walking ‘in the' fhow, 'where 1
funk to the knees, and fometimes travelling
{till lefs faccefsfully in‘a fledge, my con-
duor having taken care to overfet me, very
gently indeed, in a great heap of fhow.
After furveying Burgoyne’s lines, Iat len gth
got down to the high road, paffing’through
a field where he had eftablithed his hofpi-
tal. We then travelled more eafily, and I

8ot to Saratoga at feven in the evening, af-
ter

*
Lincoln was not wounded till the next day.
t The name given in- America to horfe- dcalers,
as well as thofe who take care of horfes.
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ter -a-feven and thirty miles jourmey, we
found good rooms well warmed, an excel-
lent fupper, and had a gay and agreeable
converfations for General Schuyler;, like
many European hufbands, is ftill more-amij«
able when he is abfent from his wife, He
gave us inftructions for our next day’s ex-
pedition, as well to.Fort Edward, as to the
great cataract of Hudfon's river, eight miles

above that fort, and ten from Lake George.
_In- confequence of - thefe arrangements,
we fet out the next morning at eight o’clock,
with: the Majors Grame and Popham, whom
he had requefted to accompany us. We
remounted the right bank of the Hudfon for
near three miles, before we found a fafe
place to pafs the river in our fledges. - That
we made choice of expofed us to ho danger,
the ice being as thick as we could wifh it;
but, on approaching the oppofite fide, the
banks appeared to me fo high and  fteep
that I could not conceive how we fhould
get upthem. As it is my principle to
form no judgment of any thing I do not
underftand, and always to conform myfelf
‘in travelling as in navigation, to the perfons
who
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who are habituated to the roads, I was fit-
ting quietly in my fledge, waiting the event,
when my conducor, a farmer of the coun~
try, called his horfes with a ferocious cry,
fomething like that of the favages; and in
an inftant, without a firoke of the whip,
they fet off with the fledge, and, in three
bounds, were at the top of a precipice, of 2o
feet high, nearly perpendicular., )
The road to Fort Edward 1is almoit al-
ways on the fide of the river, but you fre~
quently lofe fight of it in the fir-woods you
pafs’ through. From time to time you
difcover tolerable handfome houfes on
the two banks. That of the unfortunate
Mifs Mac Rea, who was killed by the
{avages, was pointed out to me. If the
whigs were fuperftitious, they would at-
tribute this event to the Divine ven-
geance. ' The parents of Mifs :Mac Rea
were _whigs, nor did fhe belye the fenti-
ments with which they had infpired her,
until the became acquainted with an En-
glifh officer at New-York, who triumphed
at once over her virtue, and her patriotifm.
From that moment fhe efpoufed the inted

refts of England, and waited till the had
Yor.L E e an
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an opportunity of marrying her lover. The
war which foon extended to New-York, as

well as Bofton, obliged her father to retire
to his country-houfe, which he abandoned
immediately on the approach of Burgoyne’s
army. But Mifs Mac Rea’s lover was in
this army ; fhe wifhed to fee him again as
a conqueror, to marry. him, and then par-
take of his toils and his fucceffes. Unfora
tunately the Indians compofed the vanguard
of this army ; thefe favages are not much
accuftomed to diftinguifh friends from foess
they pillaged the houfe of Mils Mac Rea,
and carried her off. When they had con-
ducted her to their camp, it was a matter
of difpute to whom fhe fhould belong; they
could not agree, and to terminate the quar-
rel, fome of them killed her with a zomo-
bhawk. The recital of this fad cataftrophe,
whilft it made me deplore the miferies of
war, concentrated all my intereft in the per-
fon of the Englifh officer, to whom it was
allowable toliften at once to his paflion and
his duty. I know that a death fo cruel and
unforfeen, would furnith a very pathetic
fubje&t for a drama, or an elegy; but no-
¢hing fhort of the charms of eloquenc;
- an
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and poetry is capable of moving the heart,
for fuch a deftiny, by exhibiting only the
effe@, and throwing the caufe into the thade;
for fuch is the true charaler of love, that
all the noble and generous affeGions feem
to beits natural attendants, and if it be that
it can fometimes ally itfelf with blameable
circumftances, every thing at leaft which
tends to humiliate or degrade it, either an-’

nihilates or difguifes its genuine features.
Asyou approach Fort Edward the houfes
become more rate. This fort is built at
fixteen miles from Saratoga, in a little val-
ley near the river, on the only fpot which
is not covered with wood, and where you
can have a profpect to the diftance of a muf-
quet-fhot around you. 'Formerly it confifted
of a fquare, fortified by two baftions on the
eaft-fide, and by two demi-baftions on the
fide of the river; but this old fortification
is abandoned, becaufe it was too much com-
manded, and a large redoubt, with a fimple
parapet and a wretched pallifade, is builton
a'more elevated fpot : within are {mall bar-
racks for about two hundred foldiers.  Such
is Fort Edward, fo much {poken of in Eu-
fope, altho’ it could in no time have been
bea able
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able to refift five hundred men, with four
pieces of cannon. I ftopped here an hoiir
to refreth my horfes, and about noon fet
off to proceed as far as the catara&, which
s eight miles beyond it. - On leaving the
valley, and purfuing the road to Lake George,
is a tolerable military pofition which was
occupied in the war before the Jaft: itisa
fort of entrenched camp, adapted to abattis,
guarding the paffage from the :.woods‘, and
commanding the valley. _

I had fcarcely loft fightof Fort Edward
before the {pectacle of devaftation prefented
itfelf to my €yes, and. continued to diftrefs
them as far as the place ‘I ftopped at.
Peace and Induftry had ‘conduéted cultiva-
‘tors amidft thefe antient forefts, men con-
tent and happy, before the period of this
war. » Thofe who were in Burgoyne’s way
alone experienced the horrors of his expe-
dition; but on the laft invafion of. the fa-
vages, the defolation has fpread from Fort
Schuyler, (of Fort Stanwife) even: to:Fort
Edward ; 1 beheld nothing around me:but
the remains of conflagrations ; a few bricks,
proof againft the ﬁre, were the only indica-

# sxi on arbiios - tions
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tions of ruined’ houfes; whilft the fences
{till entire, and cleared out lands, announ-
ced that thefe deplorable habitations had.
once been the abode of riches, and of hap-
pinefs.  Arrived at the height of the cata-.
raét it was neceflary to quit our fledges, and"
walk half a mile to the bank of the river,.
The fnow was fifteen inches deep, which'
rendered this walk rather difficult, and ob-
liged us to proceed in Indian files, in order:
to make a path. Each of us put ocurfelves:
alternately at the head of this little column,
as the wild geefe relieve each other to oc-.
cupy the fummit of the angle they form in
their flight. But had our march been ftill
more difficult, thefight of the cataraét was
an ample recompence. It is not a fheet of
“water as at Cobos, and at Totobaw : the ri-
ver confined, and interrupted in its courfe
by different rocks, glides through the midft
of them, and precipitating itfelf obliquely
forms feveral cafcades. - That of Cohos
is more majeftic, this, more terrible:
the Mohawk River feems to fall from its
own dead weight; that of Hudfon frets,

and becomes enraged, it foams and forms
Ecj whirl-
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whirlpools; and flies like a ferpent making
its efcape, ftill continuing its m
horrible hiffings. :
It was near two when we regained our
fledges, having two-and-twenty miles to re-
torn to Saratoga, fo that we trod back our.
fteps as faft as poffible ; but we ftill had to
halt at Fort Edward to refreth our horfes.
We employed this time, as we had done in
the morning, in warming ourfelves by the
fire of the officers who command the gar~
rifon. ‘They are five in number, and have
about one hundred and fifty foldiers. = They
are ftationed in this defert for the whole
winter, and I leave the reader to imagine
whether this garrifon be much more gay
than thofe of Gravelines, or Briancon *,
We fet off again in an hour, and night foon
overtook us; but before it was dark, I had
the fatisfa&tion to fee the firft game I had
met with in my journey : it was a bevy of
quails ; by fome called partridges, though
they have a much greater refemblance of
quails. They were perched to the number of

feven,

enaces by

* Two of the moft melancholy garrifons in France.
‘TRANSLATOR.
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feven, upon afence.~ 1 got out of my fledge
to have a nearer view of them ; they fuffer-
ed me to approach within four paces, and
to make them rife I was obliged to throw
my cane at them; they all went off toge-
ther, in a flight fimilar to that of partridges,

and like them they are fedentary *.
Our

# This bird can neither be claffed in the fpecies of
quails, nor in that of partridges; it is larger than
the former, and {maller than the latter ; the feathers
of the wings and body are nearly of the fame colour
with the grey partridge, thofe of the belly are mixed
with grey and black, like the bartavelle. The neck
of the cock is white, that of the hen, yellow, both
of them have a handfome black collar. It whiftles
like a quail, but with more force ; and has four notes,
whereas the quail has only three. In other refpeéts
its manners refemble more thofe of the red partridge
than the quail, for it perches, and is always ina
flock ; it haunts the woods and morafles. This
bird is very common in America, more fo to the
fouthward, than in the northern parts. It isno ex-
aggeration to affert that in one winter only, and in
a circle of five or fix leagues, the officers in winter
quarters at William{burgh and York, killed upw ards
of fix thoufand, and that they bought as many of
the negroes, which they had taken in little fnares,
yet it was difficult to perceive any diminution of their
niumbers the following fpring.
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Our return was quick and fortunate: we
had no accident to fear but at the fecond
paflage of the river, and' the defcent of the
precipice we had mounted. T waited for
this frefh trial with as' much confidence as
the former; buta fledge, which was before
mine, ftopping at that place, and the dark-
nefs of the night preventing me from dif-
tinguifhing any thing, I imagined that the
company were going to alight, the firft
fledge was that of the Vicomte de Noailles,
and the Comte de Damas ; butI was fcarce-
1y alighted, before I faw this fledge fet out
with all its lading, and flide down the pre-
cipice with fuch rapidity that it could not
be ftopped at thirty yards from the bottom.
They make no more ceremony in défcend-
ing thefe precipices, than In mounting
them: the horfes accuftomed to'this ma-
nceuvre, precipitate ‘themfelves, as:rapidly
as they launch off the carriage, {o that the
fledge fliding like the Ramaffe of mount
Cenis, cannot touch their hind legs and
make them fall. . s

At half paft fix, we rcachcd General

“Schuyler's, where we fpent our evening as

agrecably as the former, o
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The 31{’( we got on hotfeback at e‘ight
o’clock, and Mr.Schuyler condu&ed us him-
felf to the camp occupied by the Englith
when General® Burgoyne capitulated.” We
could not have a better guide, but he was
abfolutely neceffary for us in every refpeét;
for befides that this event happened before
his eyes, and that he was better able than
any body to give us anaccount of it, no
perfon but' the proprietor of the ground
himfelf was able to conduét us fafely thro’
the woods ; the fences and entrenchments
being covered a foot decp with fhow.

In throwing your eyes upon the chart,
you will fee that Saratoga is fituated on the
bank'of a fmall river which comes from a
lake of that name, and falls into the Hud-
fon. - On the right bank of the Fifh- Ki,
the name of that little river, ftood former-
ly a handfome country-houfe belonging to
General Schuyler; a large farm depending
on it, two or three faw-mills, a meeting-
houfe, and three or four middling houfes,
compofed all the habitations of this cele-
brated place, the name of which will be

handed down to the lateft pofterity. After
“the
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the affair of the 7th of O&ober, General
Burgoyne began his retreat ; he marched in
the night between the 8th and gth, byt did
not pafs the creek till the 13th, fo much
difficulty he had in dragging his artillery,
which he perfified in preferving, altho’ the
greateft part of his horfes were killed, or
dead with hunger. He took four days
therefore to retire eight miles, which gave
the Americans time to follow him on the
right bank of the Hudfon, and to get be-
fore him on the left bank, where they oc-
cupied in force all the paffages. General
Burgoyne had fcarcely reached the other
fide of the creek, before he fet fire to Ge-
neral Schuyler’s houfe, rather from malice,
than for the fafety of his army *; fince this

houfe,

#* This is a matter in which General Burgoyne’s
honour, and humanity, feem to be direétly called in
queftion. The General in his examination of wit-
nefles on the enquiry into the failure of his expedi-
tion before the Houfe of Commons, was particular-
Iy anxious to exculpate himfelf on the fubje&, and to
prove not only that italways was neceffary in amilitary
point of view to deftroy this houfe, but that General
‘Schuyler himfelf afterwards admitted that neceffiry—
in oppefition to which we have here the aflertion of
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houfe, fituated in a bottom, could afford ne
advantage ta the Americans; and he left the
: farm

a man of rank diftinguithed in the military and Ii-
terary world, as well as the General, who on the tef-
timony of General Schuyler, afferts, ¢ Que le Gene-
ral Burgoyne fut d peine de I'autre cité de la creek, qu'il
Sit mettre lefen a la maifon du General Schuyler, plutée
par bumblur, que pour la fireté de fon armée ; &c. &c.”
The Tranflator knows General Burgoyne to be a
foldier of honour, who in that capacity never withes
to forget the paramount duties of the citizen, and
the man ; the Marquis de Cheftellux too, defervedly .
ftands high in the public eftimation ; it is with in-
finite concern therefore, that the Tranilator finds
himfelf unable to refute the injurious affertion, or
reconcile the contradi@ion. That the matter may be
fairly brought to iffue, he fubjoins an extra& from
General Burgoyne’s fpeech in the Houfe of Com-
mons, in anfwer to ““a call upon him by Afr.
Wilkes, for explanation refpe&ing the burning of
the country during the progrefs of the army under
his command.” ¢ Iam ignorant, faid the General, of
' ¢ any fuch circumftance ; I do not recolle& more
* than one accident by fire ; I pofitively affert there
** was no fire by order, or countenance of myfelf,
‘““ or any other officer, except at Saratoga, That
‘¢ diftri& is the property of Major General Schuyler
% of the American troops ; there were large barracks
* built by him, which took firc the day after the
** army arrived on the ground in their retreat; and
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farm ftanding, which is at prefent the only
afylum for the owner. It is here that Mr.

Schu yler

¢ I helieve, I need not ftate any other proof of that
««. matter being merely accident, than that the bar-
¢ racks were then made ufe of as my hofpital, and
« full of fick and wounded foldiers. General
U Scﬁuyler had likewife a very good dwelling-houfe,
« exceeding large ftorehoufes, great faw-mills, and -
¢ other out-buildings, to the value altogether per~
“ haPS of ten thoufand pounds : a few days before
<fthe ncgotlation with General Gates, the enemy

¢ had formed a plan to attack me: a large column

«¢ of troops was approaching to pafs the fmall river
¢ preparatory to a general altion, and was entirely
“¢ covered from the fire of my artillery by thofe buildings.
¢«¢ Sir, I avow that I gave the order to fet them on
¢ fire; and in a vé_ry fhort time the whole property
¢« 1 have defcribed was confumed. But, to fhew
¢« that the perfon moft decply concerned in that ca-
« lamity did not put the conftru&ion upon it which
¢¢ it has pleafed the honourablc Gentleman to do, I
¢ muft inform the Houfe, that one of .the firft per-
« {ons I faw, after the convention was figned, was
< General Schuyler. 1 exprefled to him my regret at
¢« ¢he event which had happened and the re'tfons
« which occafioned it. He defired me, to think no
<« more of it ; faid tbat the occafion juflified it, accord-
¢ ing to the principles and rules of war, and Ae
< fhould have done the fame, upan 1he ﬁzme occafion, or
« words to that effeét. He did more—he fent an
« Aide de Camp to conduét me to Albany, in or-
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- Schuylerlodged us in fome temporary apart-

ments he fitted up, until happier-timeég ai-

- low himto build dnotherhoufe. © The creek

]

runs between two fteep aftents, the fum-
mits of which are about the fame hcigh{ :
it then defcends by feveral rapids:which
turn the mills : there the ground ‘is:more

~open, and continues. {o.tathe horth river ;

that is to fay, for half a:mile. = As to Ge-

- neral Burgoyne’s pofition,-dt is difficult to
- defcribe it, becaufe the.ground is fo very
-irregular,. and the Generalfinding himfelf

furrounded, was obliged to divide his troops

-inte three camps, forming three: different

- fronts 3

"« der, as he exprefled, to procure me better quarters

“¢ than a ftranger might be able'to find. “This gen-
« tleman conduéted me to a very elegant houfe, and,
“ to my great furprize, prefented:me to Mrs. Schuy-
¢ ler and her. family : and in. this General’s houfe
¢ T remained during my whole ftay at Albany, with
““ a'table of more than twenty covers for me-and m'y
< friends, ‘and every other poffible demonftration of
* hofpitality ; afituation painful astit is' truevin
¢« point of fenfibility at the time, but which.l now
¢ contemplate with fome fatisfattion, as carrying
¢ undeniable teftimony how little I deferved the

“ charges of the honourable gentleman.”
TRANSLATOR.
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fronts ; one facing the creek, another Hud-
fon’s river, and the third the mountains to
the weftward.  General Burgoyne’s plan
- gives a tolerable juft idea of this pofition,
which was not ill taken, and is only defec-
tive-on the fide of the Germans, where the
ground forms a rifing, the declivity of which
was againft them.  All that it is neceflary
to obferve is, that the ‘woods continually
rife 'towards the weft ; fo that the General
might very well occupy fome advantageous
eminences, but never the fummdits. Aec-
cordingly, General ‘Gates who arrived at Sa-
ratoga, almoft as foon as the Englith paffed
two ‘thoufand men over the creek, with
orders to begin to fire on the 14th and con-
fiderably incommode the Englith.. General
Schuyler criticifes this pofition ; he pre-
tends that this corps fo advanced as to be
in danger, without being ftrong enough to
oppofe the retreat of the enemy. = But when
we confider that thefe two thoufand men
were pofted in very thick woods ; that they
were proteCted by abattis ; had a fecure
retreat in the immenfe foreft in their rear,
and that they had only to harafs a flying
enemy,
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enemy, whofe courage was broken, every
military man will think with me that this
was rather the criticifm of a fevere rival,
than ‘of a well informed and methodical
taltician. Be this as it may, it is very cer=
tain that Burgoyne had no other alternative
than to let his troops be flaughtered, or
capitulate, His army had only five days
provifion, and it was impofiible for him to
retain his pofition. It was propofed 'to him
to reftore an old bridge of boats, which had
been conftructed in the very front of his
camp; but a corps of two thoufand men
were already pofted on the heights on the
oppofite fide of the river, where they had
raifed a battery of two pieces of cannon.
Had he undertaken to remount by the
right bank, to attain the fords which are
near Fort Edward, he had ravines to pafs
and bridges to repair ; befides that thefe de-
files were already occupied by the militia,
and the vanguard alone muft have been en-
gaged with them, whilft he bad a whole
army on his rear, and on his flanks. He
had fcarce time to deliberate, the cannon

fhot began to fhower into the camp ; one
5 Of
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of which fell in the houfe where the coun-
cil of war was-holding,. and obliged them
to, quit-it to take refuge in the.woods.

- Let us now compare the fituation of Ge-
neral. Burgoyne, colle&ting his trophies, and
publifhing ‘his infolent manifefto-at- Ticon-
deroga, with that'in which. he now ftood,
when, vanquifhed, and furrounded as -he
was by a troop of peafants, not a place was
left him even to difcufs the terms of f{up-
plication. I confefs that when I was con-
ducted to the {pot where the Englith laid
down their arms, and to that where they
filed off; before Gate’s army, 1 could not
but partake of the triumph of ‘the Ameri-
cans, and at the fame: time admire their
magnanimity ;, Eolr.- the. foldiers. and officers
beheld their prefumptucus and fanguinary
enemies pafs, without offering the {inalleft
infult, without fuffering an infulting {mile
or gelture torefcape them.  This majeftic
filence conveyed a very flriking refutation
of .the vain /declarations of the Englith Ge-
neral, and feemed to atteft all the rights of
our. allies to the victory. Chance alone
gave rife to an allufion with which General

Burgoyne
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Burgoyne was very fenfibly affe€ted. It is
the cuftom in England, and in America,
on approaching any perfon for the firft time,
to fay, I am wvery. bappy 70 fee you ; General
Gates chanced to make ufe of this exprcf-
fion in accofting General ‘Burgoyné: 7 3
lieve you are; replied the General, #be fortuse
of the day is entirely yours. General Gates pre-
tended to give no attention to this anfwer,
and .condudted “Burgoyne to his' quarters,
where he-gave ‘him a good ‘dinner, ds well
as-to the principal part of the Englith offi-
cers. - Every body ate and drank heartily,
and feemed mutually to forget their misfor-
tunes, or their fuccefles. :

" Before dinner, and at the moment when
the Americans were {triving “who ‘fhould
entertain the Englifh- officers, -fomebody
came to afk where Madame Reidefél, the
wife of the Brunfwick.General, was to be
conduced. Mr. Schayler, who-had fol-
lowed the army as a volunteer, fince he
had quitted the command, ordered her to
be thewn to his tent, where he went foon
after, and found her trembling and fpeech-
lefs, “expecting to find in every American 2

Vor. I. Ef favage,
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favage, like thofe who had followed the
Englith army, She had with her two
charming little girls, about fix or feven
‘years old. General Schuyler carefled them
greatly ; the fight of this touched Madame
de Reidefel and removed her apprehenfion
inan inftant ; you are tender and fenfible, {aid
the, you muft then be generous, and I am
bappy to bave fallen into your hands.

In confequence of the capitulation, the
Englith army was conduted to Bofton.
During their march the troops encamped,
but lodgings were to be procured for the
Generals, and there being fome difficulty in
procuring near Albany a proper quarter for
General Burgoyne and his fuite, Mr. Schuy-
ler offered him his handfome houfe. He
was himfelf detained by bufinefs at Sara-
toga, where he remained to vifit the ruins
of his other houfe, which General Bur-
goyne had juft deftroyed; but he wrote to
his wife to prepare every thing for giving
him the beft reception, and his intentions
were perfedly fulfilled. Burgoyne was ex-
tremely well received by Mrs, Schuyler, and
her little family ; he was lodged in the beft

apartment
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apartment in the houfe. An excellent fup-
per was ferved him in the evening, the ho-
nours of which were done with {fo much
grace, that he was affeted even to tears;
and could not help faying, with a deep figh,
Indeed this is doing too much for the man who
kas ravaged their lands, and burnt their afy-
fum.  The next morning however, he was
again reminded of his difgraces by an ad-
venture which would have appeared gay
to any one but him. It was always inno-
cently that he was affli®ed. His bed was
prepared in a large room ; but as he had a
numerous f{uite, or family, feveral mattref-
fes were {pread upon the floor for fome of-
ficers to fleep near him. Mr. Schuyler’s
fecond fon, a little fpoilt child of about
feven years old, very forward and arch,
as all the American children are, but very
amiable, was running all the morning about
the houfe, according to cuftom, and open-
ing the door of the faloon, he burft out a
laughing on feeing all the Englifh colle¢ted,
and, thut it after him, crying, - 2e are all
my prifoners: this ftroke of nature was

Pf-2 cruel,
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cruel,. and rendered them more melancholy
than the precedmg evening.

I hope I thall be p'lrdoned thefe little-
anecdotes, which only appeared mterc{’cmw-
to myfelf, perhaps folely from their pro--
ceeding from the fource, and being acquir--
ed upon the {fpot. Befides, a plain journal
merits fome indulgence, and when one does
not write hifltory, it is allowable to write
little flories. Henceforth I have only to tékc |
leave of General Schuyler, detained by bu-
finefs at Saratoga, and to tread back my
fteps as faft as poffible to Newport.

. In repaffling near Breams’s Height, and
Stillwater, I had again an opportunity of
examining the right flank of General Bur-
goyne’s camp, of which it feemed to me
that his plan gives a pretty accurate idea.
I was affured that I might return to Albany
by the eaftern road, but on arriving at Half
Maon, T learnt that the ice was broke in fe-
veral places, fo that after rcpoﬁng fome -
time in a handfome inn, kept by Madam
Pegple, a2 Dutchman’s widow, 1 took the
road by the Mohawk river, which I paffed
without accident, and arrived at Albany

about
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about fix in the'evening, We 1mmed1ate]y
affembled (I fpcak only of the fix French
travellers) to concert meafures for our rea
turn. Not a moment was to ‘be ‘loft] for
the wind having got to the fouthward; the
thaw was beginning ; and it might very
~well happen that we thould be detained a
confiderable time at Albany: for, when
you cannot pafs the river on the ice, you
are fometimes obliged to wait eight or ten
days before it is navigable, and you can
pafs the ferry. It was neceffary therefore
to {et out immediately ; but as we were too
many to travel together, it was determined
that the Vicomte de Noailles and his two
companions fhould fet off the next morn-
ing at day-break, and fleep thirty miles
from Albany; and that I fhould fet out at
noon, and ftay all night at Kinderbook. The
Vicomte de' Noailles' had left his horfes on
the other fide of the river, and had already
fent over his fledge, nothing therefore ftood
in the way of his departure, the ice being
certainly thick enough for him to pals on
foot. My fituation was" very different ; I
had, at Albany, two fledges, which belonged

Y-ty to



to the State, and were furnifhed me by the
Aid-Quarter Mafter General, an excellent
man, called Quakerbufb. My intention was
to pay for them; but he would not allow
it, afluring me that I had only to deliver
. them to the Quarter-Mafter of Rhode ifland,
who would return them by the firft oppor-
tunity. Thisis a very convenient arrange-
ment for the military on the continent, and
for all {uch as are employed in commiffions
for the public fervice: each State main-
tains horfes for travelling, nothing more be-
ing requifite than to deliver them to the
Quarter-Mafter of the place at which you
leave them. 1n the Northern States, there
are {ledges alfo for the fame purpofe.

As we were deliberating on our journey,
Colonel Hugbes, Quarter-Mafter of the State
of New-York, came to call upon us: he
had juftarrived from an expedition towards
Fifh-Kill, and teftified great regret at not
having been at Albany during our ftay. I
muft repeat here what I have already faid,
that it is impoffible to imagine a more
frank, and more noble politenefs, a more
courteous behaviour, than I expericnced

from
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from the greateft part of the American of-
ficers with whom I had any concern.  Mr,
Hughes was fo good as undertake to con-
duct me to the other fide of the river, and
promifed to call upon me the next day at
eleven o’clock.

I had travelled far enough in the day to
hope for a quiet {leep, but, at four in the
morning, I wasawakened by a mufquet fired
clofe to my windows: I liftened, but heard
not the finalleft noife, or motion in the
ftreet, which made me imagine it was fome
mufquet difcharged of itfelf without cauf-
ing any accident, I again attempted to go
to fleep, but a quarter of an hour after a
freth mufquet or piftol fhot interrupted my
repofe ; this was followed by feveral others ;
{o that I had no longer any doubt that it
was fome rejoicing, or feaft, like our village
chriftenings. 'The hour indeed ftruck me
as unufual, but at length a number of voices
mingled with mufquettry, crying out, zew
year, reminded me that we were at the firft
of January, and I concluded that it was
thus the Americans celebrate that event.

Though this manner of proclaiming it was
I'IOI',
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not, I muft own, very pleafing ta me, there
was nothing for it but patience; but at the
end of half an hour, T heard a confufeq
noife. of upwards of a hundred perfons,
chiefly children, or young people, aflembled
under my windows, and I very foon had far-
ther indication of their proxiinity, for they
fired feveral mufquet fhot, knocked rudely at
the door, and threw f’concs againft my win-
dows. Cold and- mdo'lence ftill ‘kept me
in bed, but Mr. Lynch got up, and came

into my chamber to tell me that thefe peo-
ple certainly meant to do_me honour, and
get fome ‘money from ‘me. T defired him
to ftep down, ‘and give them two Louis ; he
found ‘them alréady mafters of the houfe,
and drinking my landlord’s rum. In a
quartér of an hour, they went off to vifit
other ftreets, and continued their noife till
day-light. 'On 'rifing, T learnt from my
* landlord, that it was the cuftom of the
country for the young folks, the fervants,
and even the negroes, to go from tavern: to
tavern, and to other houfes, to wifh a good
new year, and afk for dtink, fo that thero
was no particular complimcnt to me in this
affair,



NORTH-AMERICA. 44

affair, and I found that, after the example of
the Roman Emperors, I had made alargefs to
the people. In the morning, when I wentout
to take leave of General Clinton, I met no-
thing but drunken people in the ftreets, but
what aftonifhed me the moft was to fee them
not only walk, but run upon the ice with-
out falling, -or making a falfe fiep, whilft
it was w:th thc utmoﬁ d1ﬂicu1ty I kepe uPon
my legs.’

As foon as my fledges were ready, I took
one of ‘them to go and bid adicu ‘to Mrs.
Schuyler - and her family, whence I re-
turned to. Colonel Hughes, who was wait-
ing for me at the entrance of the town.
He had learnt, fince he left us, that the Ba-
ron de Montefquieu was grandfon of the
author of tbe Spirit of Laws. Rejoiced at
this difcovery, he defired me to introduce
him a fecond time to the gentleman who
bore fo refpetable a name ; and a few mi-
nutes after, as I was exprefling my fenfibi-
lity for the fervices he had done us, and my
regret at the fame time at not having it in
my power to repay them, he faid to me with

@ fentiment truly amiable, ¢ Well then!
¢ fince
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¢ fince you wifth to do fomething for me,
¢ try to procure a French copy of the Spi-
¢ rit of Laws. I do not fpeak your lan-
¢ guage, but I underftand your books, and
¢¢ {hall be happy to read that in the origi-
¢ nal.” Ipropofed to fend him a copy, and
have been fo lucky as to be able to fulfill
my promifeon my return to Newport. Af-
ter this converfation he took me to the river-
fide, at the place he thought the fafeft; but,
as I was about to venture myfelf, the firft
objet I beheld was a fledge, the horfes of
which were finking under the ice, at twen-
'ty paces fromme. Judge of my confterna-
tion ; I muft tread back my fteps, and re-
main perhaps a week at Albany till the
thaw was compleat, and the river free from
floating ice. Colonel Hughes bid me to
return to my inn, and remain there quietly,
until he fent 2 man and horfe along the ri-
ver to enquire for a place to pafs over.
Three fledges, however, with rum for the
ftate frorehoufes appeared on the other fide,
and feemed determined to rifk the paflage,
but he fent 2 man on foot to ftop them, af-
ter which I left him forrowfully enough.

About
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About one o'clock, as I was reading by
my firefide, Mr. Hughes’s Secretary entered,
and told me that the fledges he had fent to
ftop, had perfifted in paffing, and fucceeded
by avoiding the hole made by the horfes I
had feen finking, and which were extricated
with great difficulty. As the thaw conti-
nued, I had not a moment to lofe, the
horfes were inftantly put to, and I fet out,
under the aufpices of Colonel Hughes, who
was waiting for me at the river-fide. As
{oon as I got over, I parted from him; but
had ftill half a mile to go upon the ice, be-
fore I could get to a landing place which
led me to the high road; all danger was
now over, and I reached Kinderhook with
cafe towards fix o’clock.

I fet out the next morning at nine, and
after paffing the bridge of Kinderhook, left
the Clavarack road on the right, to follow
that of Nobletown. 1 ftopped in this town-
thip, and alighted at Makingflon's Tavern,
a fmall peat inn, in which two travellers
may be conveniently lodged. Having an
Opportunity of converfing with the coufin

and nejghbour of Mr. Makingfton, of the
- fame



fame name with himfelf;-he told me he had
been a Major in the American -army, and
received a ball through his'thighin Canada.
Hc {aid that “his nerves, irritated with the
wound, became contrated, and he halted
for upwards of a year; but that at the affair
of Prince-Town, after travelling eighteen
miles on foot, he happening to leap over a
fence, by this .effort’ the contracted nerves
broke or rather lengthened themfelves, fo
that he has never fince beei-lame.

As foon as my horfes had refted a little,
1 continued  my journey, and travelling
amongft woods and mountains, it was night
before I got to Shefield. T traverfed this
whole town, which is about two:miles long,
before T got to Mr. Dewy’s inn." Sheflield
is a very pretty place, ithere are-a good many
well built houfes, and the high road that
" feparates them®is upwards of a hundred
paces wide... My inn gave me pleafure the
moment I entered it; the mafter and mif-
trefs of the houfe appeared polite and well
educated ; but I admired above all a girl of
twelve years old, who.had all the beauty of
her age, and whom Greuze would have been

happy
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happy to. have taken for a model, when he
painted his charmmg picure of the young
girl crymg for the lofs of her canary bird.
When I was fhewn into my chamber, T
amufed myfelf in looking at fome books
{cattered on the tables. The Hrﬂ: 1 opened
was the Abridgment of Newton’s Philofo-
phy: this difcovery induced me to put
fome queftions. to my landlord on phyfics,
and  geometry, with which I found him
well acquainted, and that he was befides
very modeft, and very good company. He
is a_furveyor, a very altive employment in
a country where there is perpetually land
to meafure, and boundaries to fix.

The 3d in the morning, I was forry to
find that the wecather, which had been hi-
therto uncertain, was ended in a thaw, I
had to traverfe the green woods, arugged,
difficult, and , defert country. The fhow
remaining on  the ground, and giving me {till
hopes of being able to continue my route in
a fledge, I kept mine, and proceeded toler-
ably well as far as Canaan, a fmall town fi-
tuated on the left bank of the Houfatonick,
feven miles from Sheffield Meeting-kboufe ;

there
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there I turned to the left, and began to
climb the mountains; unfortunately ‘the
{fnow failed me where it was the mof} ne-
ceffary, and I was obliged to walk almoft 4l-
~ ways on foot to relieve my horfes, which
were fometimes labouring to drag the fledge
out of the mud, and at others to pull it
over ftones two or three feet high. This
road is, in falt, fo rough, that itis hardly
poffible to make ufe of fledges, unle(s there
be a foot and a half of fnow upon the
ground. It was with the utmoft difficulty
therefore I travelled fifteen miles to a
wretched inn dependent on Norfole. On
leaving this inp, I gotinto the green woods.
This foreft is part of the fame chain of
mountains-I had paffed in going to Fifh-
Kill by the Litchfield road; but here the
trees are fuperb ; they are firs, but {o ftrong,
{o ftraight and lofty, that I doubt whéther
there are any like them in all North Ame-
rica. I regret that Salvator Rofa, or Gaf-
pard Pouffin, never faw the majeftic and
truly grandiofo piture a deep valley here af-
fords, through which runs the fmall river
called the Naragontad. 'This valley ap-

pears
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pears ftill more narrow from the immenfe
firs that fhade it; fome of which, rifing in
an oblique direction, feem to unite their tops
- purpofely to intercept the rays of the fun.
When you have pafied this river, you mount
for four or five miles, and then defcend as
much ; continually bounding from one large
ftone to another which crofs the road, and
give it the refemblance of ftairs. Here one
of my fledges broke, and night approach-
ing, I was at a lofs how to repair it, imagin-
ing myfelf in an uninhabitable defert; I
tried to get it forward broken as it was, but
difpaired of fucceeding, when two hundred
fteps further on, I found a fmall houle, and
oppofite to it a forge, where the fire was
lighted, and the blackfmith at work. A
pilot who difcovers land in unknown feas,
is not more happy than 1 was at this fight,
I politely requefted the honeft man to leave
his work and repair my fledge, which he
agreed to, and I continued to follow that
in good condition, on foot, defpairing of
ever feeing the other, which arrived how=
ever an hour after 'me. Such are the re-

fources travellers meet with in America, and
fuch
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fuch the excellent police * of this-couritry,
that no road is deftitute of what is neceflary
for their wants. 1

This day was deftined to be fall = con.
(rarxctxes. It was- feven in the evening

whcn

% The word police is certainly inapplicable in this
cafe, although the fa& be, as the Marquis ftates it.
The refpeftive governments of America, never
dreamt of compelling perfons to keep pnblié'hqufcs.
or blackfmith’s, and wheelwright's thops,- ner could
fuch a regulation be enforced without infinite diffi--
culty, even in eftablifhed and arbitrary gévérnmcnts.
A moment’s refletion, but above all, a knoﬁvledgc of
the conititutions, and the nature of the country, may
convince any perfon that this aflertion, which is re-
peated in this work, can only be the refult of mifin-
formation, or mifapprehcnﬁon I have faid that the
exiftence of thefe refources is a fadt, havmg eXperi.
enced their utility and frequency in all parts of the
country, but this arifes from the neceflity of fuch
occupations, in the innumerable new fettlements
which are fpread over great part of the continent,
wherein every fettler is obliged more, orlefs, to be
a handicraftfman, and where they are all compcllcd
mutually to adminifter to each other’s wants. In
them too, the publican, who is fo far from being
precluded from other purfuits, that he frequently
becomes the firft farmer, the firft magiftrate, the
firft military officer of the diftri&, is a neceflary ap-
pendage. : TRANSLATOR.
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when 1 arrived at New Hartford, where [
expelted to find a good inn, called Gilders’s
boufe. Three American officers who, having
rode on horfeback, had very eafily pafied me,
were {0 politeas to go further on, in order to
leave me the whole houfe; but I was told,
and it was evidenton entering, that it was
impofiible I could be accommodated. The
mafons were repairing it, and at work every
where: fo that I had now no other hope
but at the inn of a Mr. Caf, two miles
further, beyond Farmington-river; but
learning that the American officers were
there, I enquired whether I could not be
lodged elfewhere, and was recommended to
an old woman, called Mrs. #allen, who
formerly kept an inn, and 1 was flattered
with hopes of her receiving me. I conti-
nued therefore to follow my fledge on foot,
and having, with difficulty, reached this
“houfe, 1implored Mrs. Wallen’s hofpitality, .
who confented, but merely to oblige me.
I remained here fome time, but finding it
a very poor houfe, and the apartments
wretched, I fent one of my people to Cafe’s,
to try if he could find me fome corner to
Vor. I Gg lodge
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lodge in. ‘They contrived to let me have
one, and 1 went thither on foot, leaving
my horfes at the other houfe. I was lucky
enough to find a good bed, and a fupper,
fach as it was, but which appeared to me
excellent, lefs becaufe I had a good appetite,
than from being waited on by a tall woman
of five-and-twenty, handfome, and of anoble
appearance. I enquired of my landlady if
the was her daughter, but fhe, a good, fat
woman, very induftrious and talkative, and
who had taken me into favour for giving
ready an{wers to the queftions fhe had put,
told me fhe had never had any children,
although fhe then had one in her arms,
which fhe was dandling and carefling. To
whom does that belong then, faid I? To
the tall woman you fee, replied the—and
who is her hufband #—She has none—She
is a widow then :—No, the was never mar-
ried. It is an unlucky affair, too long to
tell you : the poor girl was in want, I took
her to live with me and provide for the
mother and child. Is it advancing a par-
adox to fay, that fuch conduét proves, more

: than




\
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than any thing, the pure and refpe&able
manners of the Americans? With them
vice is fo ftrange, and fo rare, that the dan-
ger of example has almoft no effe& ; o that
a fault of this nature is regarded only as an
accidental error, of which the individual,
attacked with it, muft be cured, without
taking any meafures to efcape the contagion.
I muft add too, that the acquifition of a ci-
tizen in this country is fo precious, thata
girl, by bringing up her child, feems to ex-
piate the weaknefs which brought it into ex-
iftence. Thusmorality, which can never dif-
fer from the real intereft of fociety, appears
fometimes to be local and modified by times
and circumftances. When an infant with-
out an afylum, and without property, fhall
become a burthen to the ftate, a being de-
voted to misfortune, owing its prefervation
to pity alone, and not to the public utility,
we fhall then fee the mother humbled, nay
perhaps punifhed, and this feverity will then
be vindicated here, as well as elfewhere, by
all thofe auftere dogmas which at prefent
are neglected or forgotten *.
Gga:2 I
* It is to be hoped that it will be long, very long
ere the barbarous prejudices and punifbments of po-



1 propofed making a fhort journey the
next day to Hartford, fifteen miles only from

the place 1 flept at, but it {ceming to me
impoffible to perform it except on horfe-
back, I left the two State fledges with Me,
Cafe, taking a reccipt from him, which I
afterwards delivered to Mr. Wadfworth.
At firft | was not fatisfied with the exchange,
as I travelled fome time on heights covered
with fhow, well calculated for the fledge,

but

lithed Europe fhall be introduced into this happy

country. At prefent, the natural commierce between

the fexes univerfally takes place, to the exclufion of
exotic vices, and without involving the weak and un-

protetted female in all the horrors of fhame, mifery

.and child-murder. Here libertini{m is by no means

the confequence of an accidental frailty, nor is the

mother, who in following the ftrong impulfe of Na-

ture, has given a member to fociety, thrown an

out-caft upon the world, loft to herfelf, and com-.
pelled to become vicious. The error of paffion,

though condemned, is venial, and fhe is neither

driven to defpair by cruelty, nor excluded from the

fiveet profpect of, giving birth to fature offspring,

under the fan&tion of every legitimate and facred

title. Nothing is more common in this country,

than fuch flips in the firft violence of an early pu-
berty, nor lefs frequent than a repetition of the fame
weaknefs, TRANSLATOR.
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but on defcending towards Farmington ri-
ver, I found the thaw compleat, and mud
inftcad of fnow. The woods I had juft
paffed through, were very different from
the Greenwoods; they were full of fmall firs,
whofe verdant hue pleafed the eye, and the
road was by accident fo prettily laid out,
that it is impofiible to imagine a better mo-
del for walks in the Englifh ftyle.

When I had paffed Farmington river, I
mounted a pretty long and fteep hill, on
which I obferved, from time totime, obje&s
interefting to the lovers of natural hiftory.
You fee, amongft other things, large maffes of
rocks, or rather vaft blocks of {tone, which
have no fort of correfpondence with the
reft of the mountain, and appear as if they
had been launched there by fome volcano.
I remarked one more fingular than the reft,
and ftopped to meafure it: it is a fort of
Jocle, or long fquare, thirty feet long by
twenty high, and as many wide, not unlike
the pedeftal of the ftatue of Peter the Great
one feesat Peterfburgh. On the eaft fide, it
is fplit from top to bottom, the crack is about
a foot and a half wide at the top, but much

Ggs lefs



lefs at bottom. Some fhrubs vegetate in
the little carth there is, and on the very
fummit of the rock growsa fmall tree, but
I could not tell of what fpecies. The
ftone is hard, of the nature of quartz, and
is no wife volcanized. :

I got to Hartford about three, and being
informed that Mr. Wad{worth was abfent,
I was afraid of incommading his wife and
filter hy going to lodge there, and went to
a very good inn kept by Mr. Bu//, who is
accufed of being rather on the other fide of
the queftion 5 a polite method of defignating
atory. I only made a tranfient vifit there-
fore to Mrs. Wadfworth, to invite myfelf
to breakfaft the next morning. The sth
1 did not fet out till eleven, although I had
thirty miles journey to Lebanon. At the
p_aﬁ'agc of the Ferry, I met with a detach-
ment of the Rhode lfland regiment, the
fame corps we had with us all the laft fum-
mer, but they have fince been recruited and
cloathed. The greateft part of them are
negroes or mulattoes; but they are ftrong,
robuft men, and thofe I have feen had a
very goad appearance. We had fine wea-

ther
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ther all day, and got to Lebanon at funfet.
Not that I got to Lebanon Meeting-boufe,
where the Duke de Lauzun was quartered
with his Huflars, that was fix miles farther
ftill travelling in Lebanon. Who would
not think after this, that I am fpeaking of
an immenfe city ? and in fact, thisis one of
the moft confiderable towns in the country,
for it confifts of at leaft one hundred houfes ;
but it is unneceflary to add, that they are
much feattered, and diftant from each other
frequently more than four or five hundred
paces.

It will be eafily imagined that I was not
forry to find myfelf in the French army, of
which thefe Huflars formed the advanced
guard, although their quarters be feventy-
five miles from Newport ; but there are no
circumftances in which I fhould not be hap-
py with M. de Lauzun. For two months
I had been talking,and liftening, with him I
converfed ; for it muft be allowed that con-
verfation is ftill the peculiar forte of the
amiable French; a precious appendage for
our nation, which it neglects poffibly too

much, and may one day chance to forfeit,
It



It is told of an Englithman accuftomed to
be filent, that he {aid, zalking fpoils conver-

Jfation. ‘This whimfical expreffion contains

great {enfe : every body can talk, but no-
body knows how to lilten; infomuch that
the fociety of Paris, fuch as I left it, re-
fembles the chorus of an opera, which a
few coryphées alone have a right to interrupt;

each theatre has its particular coryphzus ;

each theatre has its chorus too, which

chime in, and its pit which applaud without
knowing why. ‘Tranfplant the aftors, or
change the theatre, the effe&t of the piece is

loft. Fortunate for the fpectators, when

the ftock is abundant, and they are not fa-

tiated with a repetition of the fame produc-

tion. ]

But I am got very far from America,
where, I muft return however, if it be only
to hunt afew fquirrels. TheDuke de Lau-
zun entertained me with thisdiverfion, which
is much in fathion in this country. Thefe
animals are large, and have a more beauti-
ful fur than thofe in Europe ; like ours, they
* are very adroit in flipping from tree to tree,
and in clinging {o clofely to the branches as
to become almoft invifible. You frequent-

ly
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ly wound them, without their falli'ng; buf
that is a flight.'inconvenience, for you
have only to call or fend for fomebody,,
who applies the hatchet to the tree, and pre-
{ently knocks it down.  As iquirrelsare not
rare, you will conclude then, and very juft-
ly, that trees are very common *. On re-
turning from the chace, I dined at the Duke
de Lauzun’s, with Governor Zurnbull and

General Huntingdon.  The former lives at
I.ebanon, and the other had come from

I have already painted Governor

Norwich.
Turnbull,

# There are alfo a great number of fying fquirrels
in Conne&icut. They are {fmaller than the others,
which they greatly refemble in their form and fkin.
Every body knows that they are called flying {fquirrels
from the facility with which they fupport themfelves
a long time in the air, by means of a long mem-
brane, orikin, attached to the lower part of their
feet : when they are in a&ion this is folded up under
their bellies; but when they want to leap from one
tree to another, they fpread their feet, and this {kin
forms a kind of {ail which fupports them in the air,
and affifts them evenin their motion. There is alfo
throughout North America another fort of {quirrelss
called /and fquirrels, becaufe they do not climb the
trees, but burrow in the earth like rabbits. Their
hair is fhorter, and of a deer colour, ftriped with
black. Thefe animals are very pretty, and not wild.
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"Turnbull, at prefent you have only to re-
prefent to ycurfelf this little old man, in
the antique drefs of the firft fettlers in this
colony, approaching a table furrounded by
twenty Huffar officers, and without either
difconcerting himfelf, or lofing any thing of
his formal {tiffnefs, pronouncing, ina loud
voice, a long prayer in the form of a benedi-
cite. Let it not be imagined that he
excites the laughter of his auditors ; they
are too well trained : you muft, on the con-
trary, figure to yourfelf twenty amens iffu-
ing at once from the midft of forty muf-
taches *, and you will have fome idea of
this little fcene. But M. de Lauzun is the
man to relate, how this good, methodical
Governor, didaic in all his a&ions, inva-
riably fays, that he will confider ; that he
muft refer to his council ; how of little af-
fairs he makes great ones, and how happy
a mortal he is when he has any to tranfact,
Thus, in the two hemifphercs, Paris alone
excepted, ridicule muft not imply inaptitude

to

* The Huffars of Lauzun’s legion, and the Duke
himfelf wore muftaches in America.

TRANSLATOR.
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to govern; fince it is by the charaCer men
govern, and by the chara@ter men make
themf{elves ridiculous.

I propofed leaving Lebanon the 7th at
ten o'clock, but the weather was fo bad
that I flaid till paft one, expeiing it to
clear up ; I was obliged, however, to fet out
at laft in a melting fnow, the moft conti-
nued, and the coldeft I ever experienced.
The bad weather urged *me on fo faft that
I arrived at Voluntown about five o’clock,
If the reader recolleéts what I have faid at
the beginning of my journal of Mr. Dor-
rance’s houfe, he will not be furprifed at
my returning to it with pleafure. Mifs
Pearce however was no longer there, but
fhe was replaced by the youngeft Mifs Dor-
rance, a charming pretty girl, although not
fo regular a beauty as her friend. She has,
like her, modefty, candour, and beauty in all
her features ; and has befides, a ferenity mix-
ed with gaiety, which render her as amiable
as the other isinterefting. Her eldeft fifter
had laid in fince I was laft at Voluntown ;
the was in a great chair, near the fire, around

which her family were feated. Her noble
" and
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and commanding countenance feemed more
changed by misfortune than, by fuffering ;
yet every body about her was employed in
confoling and taking care of her; her go-
ther, feated by her, held in her arms the'in_
fant; fmiling at it, and carefling it ; but a8
for her, her eyes were forrowfully fixed up-
on. the little innocent, eying it with intereft,
but without pleafure, as if the were faying
to it, mfero paragoletto il tuo deftin, non fai*.
Never did a more interefting or more moral
pi&ure exercife the pencil of a Greuze, or
the pen of a tender poet. May that man
be banithed from the bofom of fociety who
could be {o barbarous as to leave this ami-
able girl a prey to a misfortune which it is
in his power to repair; and may every bene-~
_di¢tion which heaven can beftow be thower-
ed on the being, generous and juft enough
to give her more legitimate titles to the hal-
lowed names of wife and mother, and thus
seftore her, to all that happinefs, which Na-
ture had defigned her .

My
# Unhappy child ! thou knoweft not the lot that
is referved for thee. Meiaftafio. Demophoon.

+ See what is faid on this fubje&, in a note at
the commencement of this Journal.
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My journey henceforward affords nothing
worthy of the {malleft attentiony 1 flept
next day at Providenge, and arrived the gth
at Newport; fatisfied with having {een
many interefting thmgs “without mcetmg
‘with anyaccident; but witha forrowf‘ur re-
fletion that the place I arrived at, af;er tra-
velling fo far,  was ftill fifteen hundred
leagues from that' where 1 had left ‘my
friends; where I fhall enjoy the ‘httle know—
ledge I have acqmred by ﬁlar}ng it WLth
them; where I fhall again be happy, if
there ftill be any happinefs in ftore for me;
the only place in thort, dove da longhi errors

Jpero di repofar *.

* I wifh to recompence thofe who fhall have the
patience to compleat the perufal of this Journal, by

laying before them the charming paflage of Meraflafis
from whence thefe words are borrowed.

1.’Onda dal mar divifa
Bagna la valla e il monte,
Va paflagiera in fiume

Va prigioniera in fonte ;
Mormora fempre e geme
Fin che non torna al mar.

Al
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Al mar dove ella nacque
Dove acquifto’ gli umori
Dove da lunghi errori
Spera di repofar.

The following is a free tranflation

The wave once feparated from the fea, ftrays over
the mountains, or bathes the vallies: anon it tra-
vels with the rivers, &c. now is kept prifoner in the
fountains ; but it never ceafes to murmur and com-
plain until it returns unto the fea.

To the fea its native abode, to the fea its laft afy-
lum, where fatigued after its long wanderings, it
hopes at length to find fome repofe.

END OF THE FIRST YOLWME.,
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