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Kratki prispevki / Short Communications

Evidence for the regular spring 
and autumn migration of Terek 
Sandpiper Xenus cinereus along the 
western Black Sea coast 

Dokazi o redni spomladanski in jesenski 
selitvi sabljastega martinca Xenus cinereus 
vzdol` zahodne obale ^rnega morja
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The Terek Sandpiper is a regular migrant to the region 
of the eastern Black Sea with important route between 
the Ural and Volga rivers and birds also passing through 
Transcaucasus and Ukraine (Dementiev & Gladkov 
1951). The species is considered to be a rare visitor or 
vagrant farther west, including the Balkans (Cramp 
1983) and there are few published observations in 
Bulgaria (Nankinov et al. 1997, Michev et al. 2004).

On 16 Sep 2002, a juvenile Terek Sandpiper was 
seen on the beach of nature protected site Poda (UTM 
NH03). The species was observed at the same site in 
the ensuing year (on 16 Sep). A Terek Sandpiper was 
seen on 22 and 31 Sep 2004 at Shablenska Tuzla salty 
lake (UTM PJ22). The observed individuals stayed 
separately from the other Waders presented at the 
foregoing sites. On 14 Aug 2005, two adult Terek 
Sandpipers in summer plumage were seen together at 
14.00 h in the northern part of Pomorie Lake saltpans 
(UTM NH51). The birds were staying close (3 − 5 
meters) to a number of Curlew Sandpipers Calidris 
ferruginea, Little Stints C. minuta, Dunlins C. alpina, 
Kentish Plovers Charadrius alexandrinus, Avocets 
Recurvirostra avocetta and one Broad-billed Sandpiper 
Limicola falcinellus all feeding around. The two Terek 
Sandpipers flew away together at 14.15 h. The species
was observed during the next year at the same site: 
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in the middle part of Pomorie Lake saltpans between 
9.06 and 9.28 h local time on 24 May 2006. It was an 
adult bird in breeding plumage: the body upperparts 
were brown-grayish with black feather centers, the legs 
were dingy orange and the up-curved bill was black 
with basal third tinged dirty orange (Cramp 1983). 
The observed Terek Sandpiper stayed alone and did 
not join the Curlew Sandpipers, Little Stints, Avocets, 
Kentish and Ringed Plovers Charadrius hiaticula that 
were present nearby. 

The foregoing observations reveal that almost 
every year several Terek Sandpipers pass (in spring 
and in autumn) along the western Black Sea coast 
through the Via Pontica flyway. In some years, some
individuals even rest in Bulgaria during the summer 
(Petkov 2005).

Povzetek

Avtorji povzemajo nove podatke o pojavljanju 
sabljastega martinca Xenus cinereus na ~rnomorski 
obali (V Bolgarija). Posami~ni primerki so se v obdobju 
2002 − 2006 pojavljali skoraj vsako leto, spomladi in 
jeseni.
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