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INTRODUCTION.

THE Narrative of the Proceedings of
the SociETY that was formed inthe year
1'788; for the purpofe of Promoting the
Difcovery of the Inland Diftri¢ts of
Africa, was written, at the requeft of
his Colleagues, by one of the Members
of the Committee of that AsSOCIATION;
and is now printed at the defire, and for
the ufe of the SocieTy. But as it may
alfo be read by perfons unacquainted
with the Origin and Objeét of the Un-
dertaking to which it relates, the follow-
ing Paper, as defcriptive of both, is re-

publithed for their information.
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\
OF the objects of inquiry which en-
gage our attention the moft, there are
nong, perhaps, that fo much excite con-
tinued curiofity, from childhood to age;
none that the learned and unlearned {o
equally wifh to inveftigate, as the na-
ture and hiftory of thofc parts of the
world, which have not, to our know-
ledge, been hitherto explored. ‘To this
defire the Voyages of the late Captain
Cook have {fo far afforded gratification,
that nothing worthy of refearch by Sea,

B2 the
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the Poles them{elves excepted, remains
to be examined. But by Land, the ob-
jects of Difcovery are flill {o vaft, as to
include at leaft a third of the habitable
furface of the earth: for much of Afia,
a ftill larger proportion of America, and
almoft the whole of Africa, are unvifited
and unknown.

In Afiathereare few extenfive diftricts
of which we are wholly ignorant; but
there are many of which we are imper-
fectly informed; and toour knowledge of
feveral of thefe, the expected publication
of the Travels of Mr. Fofter, in the {er-
vice of the Eaft India Company, may
bring material improvement. For, about
three years fince, in returning from Hin-
doftan to Europe, he travelled by the
way of Laldong, Jummoo, Cafhmire,
Cabul, Herat, and the Cafpian Sea; and
though the character of a Moorifh Mer-

chant,
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chant, a difguife which the nature of
the journey compelled him to affume,
would not permit him to depart fo far
from the ufage of Afia, as to makea
draught of the country, or to write any
other than fhort memorandums as he
pafled, yet, if we may judge from the
opportunities he had of information,
his Narrative muft be important. It
will probably fhew the manners and
cuftoms, and military ftrength of the
populous tribes that inhabit the moun-
tains on the North of Lahore: it pro-
mifes to gratify the eagernefs which all
men exprefs to acquire a knowledge of
the fequeftered and unexplored, though
celebrated Country of Cafhmire: and
there is reafon to {uppofe, that it will
alfo defcribe the rifing Empire of the
Seiks, the conquerors of Zabeta Cawn,
and the rivals of Abdalla. Should this
be the cafe, we fhall learn the hiftory of

B3 an
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an Empire that already extends from
the river Attok, the weftern branch of
the Indus, to the banksof the Jumma;
and pofiibly too we may alfo be told the
particulars of a Religion, which, accord-
ing to the accounts received, profefles
to bring back the Hindoos from the
idolatrous veneration of images to the
purity of their primitive faith, the wor-
thip of One God: a Religion, which is
faid to afcribe to its Founder, Nanock,
who died about 200 years fince, a facred
charaéer, by fuppofing that he was
Brimha, and that this was his laft ap-
pearance upon carth: a Religion, which
its Followers, in contradition to the
former uniform practice of the Believers
in the Shafter, endeavour to make uni-
verfal; and with a zeal which refembles
the Mahometan, conftantly enforce by

the {word.

To
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To our knowledge of America, alarge
and valuable addition may foon be ex-
peéted; for feveral of the inhabitants of
Canada had the fpirit, about two years
fince, to fend, at their own expence,
different perfons to traverfe that vaft
continent, from the river St. Lawrence
wefltward to the oppofite ocean.

While, 1n this manner, the circle of
our knowledge with refpect to Afia and
America is gradually extending itfelf,
and advancing towards perfeétion, fome
progrefs has been made in the difcovery
of particular parts of Africa: for Dr.
Sparrman’s Narrative has furnifhed im-
portant information, to which will
foon be added that of Mr. Patterfon,
whofe account of his Travels and Ob-
fervationsintheSouthern Partsof Africa
is already in the Prefs; and if a deferip-
tion of the {till more extended Travels

B 4 of
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of Colonel Gordon, the prefent Com-
mander of the Dutch Troops at the Cape
of Good Hope, fhould be given to the
Public, the fouthern extremity of the
African Peninfula may perhaps be juitly
confidered as explored. Mr. Bruce alfo,
it is faid, is preparing for the Prefs an
account of the knowledge which he has
obtained on the eaftern fide of that quar-
ter of the globe.*

But notwithftanding the progrefs of
difcoveryonthe coaftsand borders of that
vaft continent,r the map of its Interioris
{till but a wide extended blank, on which
the Geographer, on the authority of Leo
Africanus, and of the Xeriff Edrifli the
Nubian Author, has traced, with a he-
fitating hand, a few names of unexplored
rivers and of uncertain nations.

The

* Mr. ParTERsoN’s and Mr. Bruce’s Travels are
now publifhed.
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The courfe of the Niger, the places of
its rife and terminaticon, and even its ex-
ittence as a {feparate ftream, are ftillunde-
termined. Norhasourknowledgeofthe
Senegal and Gambiariversimproved up-
on that of De la Brue and Moore; for
though fince their timehalfacentury has
elapfed, the Falls of Felu on the firft of
thefe tworivers, and thofe of Baraconda
on thelaft, areftill the limits of difcovery.

Neither have we profited by the in-
formation which we have long poffefied,
that even on the weftern coafts of Africa,
the Mahometan faithis received in many

extenfive diftri¢ts, from the Tropic of
Cancer fouthward to the Line. That

the Arabic, which the Muflelman Priefts
of all countries underftand, furnithes an
eafy accefs to fuch knowledge as the
weftern Africans are able to fupply, is
perfeétly obvious; as it alfois, that thofe

- Africans
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Africans muft, from the nature of their
Religion, poffefs, what the Traders to
the coait afcribe to them, an intercourfe
with Mecca. But although thefe cir-
cumftances apparently prove the prac-
ticability of exploring the Interior Parts
of Africa, and would much facilitate the
execution of the Plan, yet no fuch ef-
forts have hitherto been made. Certain
however it is, that, while we continué
ignorant of fo large a portion of the
globe, that ignorance muft be confidered
as a degree of reproach upon the pre-
fent age.

Senfible of this ftigma, and defirous
of refcuing the age from a charge of ig-
norance, which, in other refpeéts, be-
longs fo little to its chara&er, a few In-
dividuals, ftrongly imprefled with a con-
viction of the practicability and utility
of thus enlarging the fund of human

knowledge,
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knowledge, have formed the Plan of an
Aflociation for Promoting the Difcovery
of the Interior Parts of Africa.

'The nature of their Eftablithment will

beft appear from the following account
of their proceedings.

At an ADjourRNED MEETING of the
SATURDAY’s CLUB, at the Sz. Alban’s Ta=
vern, on the gth of Fune, 1788,

PRESENT,

EARL OF GALLOWAY,
LORD RAWDON,
GENERAL CONWAY,
SIR ADAM FERGUSSON,
SIR JOSEPH BANKS,

SIR WILLIAM FORDYCE,
MR. PULTNEY,

MR. BEAUFOY,

MR. STUART :

ABSENT
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ABSENT MEMBERS.

BISHOP OF LANDAFF,
LLORD CARYSFORT,
SIR JOHIN SINCLAIR.

RESOLVED,

That as no {pecies of information is
more ardently defired, or more generally
ufeful, than that which improves the
fcience of Geography; and as the vaft
Continent of Africa, notwith{tanding
the effortsof the Antients, and thewifhes
of the Moderns, is ftill in a great mea-
fure unexplored, the Members of this
Club do form themfelves into an Affo-
ciation for Promoting the Difcovery of
the Inland Parts of that Quarter of the
World:

That, for the faid purpofe, each Mem-
ber do {ubfcribe Five Guineas a year,
for three years; and that at, or after that

period,
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period, any Member, on giving a year’s
notice, may withdraw him{elf from the
Affociation:

That during the fir{t twelve months
from the prefent day, each of the Mem-
bers of the Club be allowed to recom-
mend, for the approbation of the Club,
fuch of his Friends as he fhall think
proper to be admitted to the new Affo-
ciation; but that after that time all ad-

ditional Members be eleéted by a Ballot
of the Affociation at large:

That a Committee, confifting of a Se-
cretary, Treafurer, and three Affifting
Members, be chofen by Ballot:

That the {aid Committee do prepare
and {fubmit to the confideration of the
Members, at their next meeting, fuch
Rules as they fhall think requifite for

: the
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the effectual attainment of the objectof
the new Indtitution, and forits good go-

vernment:

Thatthe Committee be entrufted with
the choice of the perfons who arc to be
fent on the Difcovery of the Interior
Parts of Africa, together with the So-
ciety’s Corre{pondence, and the Manage-
ment of its Funds:

That the Committee thall not difclofe,
except to the Members of the Aflocia-
tion at large, fuch intelligence as they
fhall, from time to time, receive from
the perfons who fhall be {ent out on the
bufinefs of Difcovery:

That on the receipt of any interefting
intelligence from any of the faid per-
fons, the Members of the Affociation
fhall be convened by Letters from the

Secretary
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Secretary ; and thatfuch parts of the faid
intelligence as, in the opinion of the
Committee, may, without endangering
the object of their Affociation, be made
public, fhall be communicated to the
Meeting :

That an Account of all Monies paid
and received fhall, on the laft Saturday
in the month of May in each year, be
fubmitted to the confideration of the So-
ciety at large, by the Treafurer:

That the Members of the Committee
be chofen by Ballot, on the firft Saturday
in the month of May in each year.

The preceding Refolutions having -
been agreed to by all the Members pre-
fent, they proceeded on the fame day,

the
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the oth of June, 1788, in purfuance of
their Fourth Refolution, tochufe a Com-
mittee by Ballot, and the following per-
fons were elected :
LORD RAWDON,
BISHOP OF LANDAFF,
SIR JOSEPH BANKS,
MR. BEAUFOY,
- MR. STUART,




CHAPTER 1.

e e

Proceedings of the Affociation, from the Time of
1ts Eftablifbment, to that of the Departure of
Mr. LEDYARD.

'THE Affociation for Promoting the
Difcovery of the Interior Regions of
Africa was formed on the gth of June,
in the year 1788; and on the fame day
a Committee of its Members was inveft-

ed with the Direction of its Funds, the
Management of its Correfpondence, and

the Choice of the Perfons to whom the
Geographical Miflion fhould be affign-
ed.

Naturally anxious for the {peedy at-
tainment of the important object thus
C recoms-
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recommended to their care, an object
made doubly interefting by the confi-
deration of its having engaged the at-
tention, and baffled the refearches of the
moft inquifitive and moft powerful na-
tions of antiquity, the Managers pro-
ceeded with the utmoft ardour to the
immediate execution of the Plan.

Two Gentlemen, whofe qualifications

appeared to be eminent, propofed to un-
dertake the Adventure.

One of them, a Mr. LEDYARD, was an
American by birth, and feemed from his
youth to have felt an invincible defire
to make himfelf acquainted with the
unknown, or imperfeétly difcovered re-
gions of the globe. For feveral years
he had lived with the Indians of Ameri-
ca, had ftudied their manners, and had

pradtifed in their {chool the means of
' obtaining
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obtaining the protetion, and of recom-
mending himfelf to the favour of Sa-
vages. In the humble fituation of a
Corporal of Marines, to which he fub-
mitted rather than relinquifth his pur-
fuit, he had made, with Captain Cook,
the Voyage of the World; and feeling
on his return an anxious defire of pene-
trating from the North Weftern Coaft
of America, which Cook had partly ex-
plored, to the Eaftern Coaft, with which
he himfelf was perfeétly familiar, he
determined to traverfe the vaft Conti-

nent from the Pacific to the Atlantic
Ocean.

His firft Plan for the purpofe was that
of embarkingin a veficl which was then
preparing to {ail, on a Voyage of Com-
mercial Adventure, to Nootka Sound, on
the Weftern Coaft of America; and with
this view he expended in fea ftores, the

Ca greateft
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greateft part of the money which his
chief benefactor Sir Jofeph Banks (whoie
generous conduct the Writer of this
Narrative has often heard him acknow-
ledge) had liberally fupplied. But the
{cheme being fruftrated by the rapacity
of a Cuftom-houfe Officer, who had
feized and detained the veffel for reafons
which on legal inquiry proved to be fri-
volous, he determined to travel over
land to Kamf{chatka, from whence, to the
Weftern Coaft of America, the paflage
is extremely fhort. With no more than
ten guineas in his purfe, which was all
that he had left, he croffed the Britith
Channel to Oftend, and by the way of
Denmark and the Sound, proceeded to
the capital of Sweden, from which, as
it was Winter, he attempted to traverfe
the Gulph of Bothnia on the ice, in or-
der to reach Kami{chatka by the thorteft
way; but finding, when he came to the

middle
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middle of the fea, that the water was
not frozen, he returned to Stockholm,
and taking his courfe Northward, walk-
ed into the Arctic Circle; and paffing
round the head of the Gulph, defcended
on its Eaftern fide to Peterfburgh.
There he was foon noticed as an ex-
traordinary man. Without ftockings, or
thoes, and in too much poverty to pro-
vide himfelf with either, he received
and accepted an invitation to dine with
the Portugueze Ambafiador. To this in-
vitation it was probably owing that he
was able to obtain the fum of twenty
guineas for a bill on Sir Jofeph Banks,
which he confeffed he had no authority
to draw, but which, in confideration of
the bufinefs that he had undertaken,
and of the progrefs that he had made,
Sir Jofeph, he believed, would not be
unwilling to pay. To the Ambaffador’s
intereft it might alfo be owing that he

C3 obtained
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obtained permiffion to accompany a de-
tachment of Stores which the Emprefs
had ordered to be {fent to Yakutz, forthe
ufe of Mr. Billings, an Englifhman, at
that time in her fervice.

Thus accommodated, he travelled
Eaftward through Siberia, fix thoufand
miles, to Yakutz, where he was kindly
received by Mr. Billings, whom he re-
membered on board Captain Cook’s thip,
in the fituation of the Aftronomer’s Ser-
vant, but towhom the Emprefs had now
entrufted her fchemes of Northern Dif-
covery.

From Yakutz he proceeded to Ocza-
kow, on the coaft of the Kam{chatka fea,
from whence he meant to have paffed
over to that peninfula, and to have em-
barked on the Eaftern fide in one of the
Ruflian veflels that trade to the Weftern

fhores
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thores of America; but finding that the
navigation was completely obftructed by
the ice, he returned again to Yakutz,

in order to wait for the conclufion of the
Winter.

Such was his fituation when, in con-
fequence of fufpicions not hitherto ex-
plained, or refentments for which no
reafon is afligned, he was {eized, in the
Emprefs’s name, by two Ruffian foldiers,
who placed him in a fledge, and con-
veying him, in the depth of Winter,
through the Defarts of the Northern
Tartary, left him at laft on the Fron-
tiers of the Polifh Dominions. As they
parted they told him, that if he returned
to Ruffia, he would certainly be hanged ;
but that if he chofe to go back to Eng-

land, they wifhed him a pleafant jour-
ney.

Ca In
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In the midit of poverty, covered with
rags, infefted with the ufual accompa-
niments of fuch cloathing, worn with
continued hardfhip, exhaufted by dif-
eafe, without friends, without credit,
unknown, and full of mifery, he found
his way to Koningfberg.---There, in
the hour of his uttermoft diftrefs, he
refolved once more to have recourfe to
his old Benefactor, and he luckily found
a perfon who was willing to take his
draft for five guineas on the Prefident
of the Royal Society.

With this affiftance hearrived in Eng-
land, and immediately waited on Sir Jo-
feph Banks, who told him, knowing his
temper, that he believed he could re-
commend him to an adventure almoft
as perilous as the one from which he
had returned ; and then communicated
to him the wifhes of the Aflociation for

Dif~
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Difcovering the Inland Countries of
Africa.

LEpyARD replied, that hehad always
determined to traverfe the Continent of
Africa as foon as he had explored the
Interior of North America; and as Sir
Jofeph had offered him a Letter of In-
trodudtion, he came directly to the Wri-
ter of thefe Memoirs. Before I had
learnt from the note the name and bufi-
nefs of my Vifitor, I was ftruck with
the manlinefs of his perfon, the breadth
of his cheft, the opennefs of his coun-

tenance, and the inquictude of his eye.
I fpread the map of Africa before him,

and tracing aline from Cairo to Sennar,
and from thence Weftward in the lati-
tude and fuppofed direftion of the
Niger, Itold him that was the route, by
which I was anxious that Africa might,
if poflible, be explored. He faid, he

thould
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thould think himfelf fingularly fortu-
nate to be entrufted with the Adven-
ture. I afked him when he would fet
out? “ To-morrow morning,” was his
anfwer. I told him I was afraid that we
fhould not be able, in {o {hort atime, to
prepare his inftructions, and to procure
for him the letters that were requifite 3
but that if the Committee fhould ap-

prove of his propofal, all expedition
thould be ufed.

Such is the hiftory, and fuch were the
qualifications of one of the perfons
whom the Committee engaged in its
fervice.

Theother, Mr. L.ucas, had been fent,
when a boy, to Cadiz, in Spain, for edu-
cation as a merchant, and having the
misfortune, on his return, to be cap-
tured by a Sallee Rover, was brought as

a {lave
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a flave to the Imperial Court of Mo-
1OCCO.

Three years of captivity preceded his
reftoration to freedom, and his confe-
quent departure for Gibraltar; where,
at the requeft of General Cornwallis, he
accepted the offices of Vice-Conful and
Charge d’Affaires in the Empire of Mo-
rocco; and had the fatisfation to re-
turn, as the Delegate of his Sovereign,
to the very kingdom in which, for fo
long a period, he had lived as a flave.
At the end of fixteen years he once
more revifited England, and was foon
appointed Oriental Interpreter to the
Britifh Court, in which fituation he was
when he became known to the Com-
mittee, and expreffed his willingnefs,

~with His Majefty’s permiffion, to under-
take, in the Service of the Affociation,
whatever Journey his knowledge of

the
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the Manners, Cuftoms, and Language of
the Arabs might enable him to perform.
His Majefty, with that liberal attention
to the Progrefs of II{nowledge which at
all times has diftinguifhed his reign,
fignified his pleafure, that Mr. Lucas
fhould proceed on the bufinefs of the
Society; and that his falary, as Oriental
Interpreter, thould be continued to him
during his abfence.

Having thus obtained the affiftance
of two perfons fo eminently qualified to
facilitate the attainment of its object,
the Committee proceeded to prefcribe
to them their refpeétive routes. '

To Mr. LEpyarDp they afligned, at
his own defire, as an enterprize of obvi-
ous peril and of difficult f{uccefs, the
tafk of traverfing from Eaft to Weft,
in the latitude attributed to the Niger,

the
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the wideft part of the Continent of
Africa,

To Mr. Lucas, in confideration of
the knowledge which he poflefled of
the Language and Manners of the A-
rabs, they allotted the paflage of the
Defart of Zahara, from Tripoli to Fez-
zan; for they had learned from various
information, that with this kingdom,
which in fome meafure is dependent on
Tripoli, the traders of Agadez and Tom-
buctou, and of other towns in the Inte-
rior of Africa, had eftablithed a frequent
and regular intercourfe; and their in-
ftruétions to him were, that he thould
proceeddirecily to Fezzan; thathe fhould
collect and tranfmit by the way of Tri-
poli, whatever intelligence, refpecting
the Inland Regions of the Continent,
the people of Fezzan, or the traders who
' vifited
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vifited their country, might be able to
afford; and that he fhould afterwards
return by the way of the Gambia, or by
that of the Coaft of Guinea.

One obftacle to the departure of thefe
Geographical Miffionaries was ftill to be
removed; and that was, the fmallnefs
of the Fund; for the Members of the
Aflociation, which had not yet pafled
the {econd month of its exiftence, were
extremely few, and the Committee were
too confcious of the importance and dig-
nity of theirundertaking, to canvafs for
{fubicriptions.

In this dilemma, the Committee re-
folved to advance the money that was
requifite; and they accordingly raifed
among themielvesthe fum of 430l. which
enabled them to provide for their tra-

vellers
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vellers the means of immediate equip-
ment, and the letters of neceflary cre-
dit.

" Mr. Lucas, having been detained by
illnefs, did not leave England till the 6th
of Auguft.







CHAPTER IL

Mr. LEDYARD’s Arrival at Cairo.~His Re-
marks on the Inbabitants, &c¢.~~His Death
and Character,

MR. Lepyarptookhis departure from
Londo_n on the 3oth of June, 1788; and
after a journey of fix and thirty days,
feven of which were confumed at Paris,
and two at Marfeilles, arrived in thecity
of Alexandria.

His Letters of Recommendation tothe
Britith Conful fecured him from the
embarraffments which the want of inns

D would
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would otherwife have occafioned; and
procured for him the neceflary inftruc-
tions for affuming the drefs, and adopt-
ing the manners that are requifite for
an Egyptian Traveller.

Forcibly imprefled by the objects which
he faw, and naturally led to compare
them with thofe which other Regions
of the Globe had prefented to his view,
he defcribes with the energy of an ori-
ginal Obferver, and exhibits in his Nar-
rative the varied effect of fimilarity and
contraft. Butasthe travellers who pre-
ceded him, have obtained and tranfmit-
ted to Europe whatever knowledge, ei-
therantient or modern, the Lower Egypt
affords, and as the examination of that
countrywas no partof the bufinefs which
was given him in charge, his defcrip-
tions, generally fpeaking, would add

but
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but little to the inftruétion which other
Narratives convey.

The following Extraéts, from different

parts of his Journal, aregiven in hisown
words.

¢ A traveller, who fhould, by juft
comparifons between things here and
in Europe, tell his tale; who, by a mind
unbewitched by antecedent defcriptions,
too ftrong, too bold, too determined, too
honeft, to be capable of lying, thould
fpeak juft as he thought, would, no
doubt, be efteemed an arrant fool, and a
{tupid coxcomb.—For example, an Eng-
lithmanwhohad neverfeen Egypt, would
alk me what fort of a woman an Egyp-
tian woman was? If I meant to do the
queftion as much juftice by the anfwer,
as I could in my way, [ thould afk him to
D2 take
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take notice of thefirft companyof Gyp-
fies he faw behind a hedgein Effex; and
I {fuppofe he would be fool enough to
think me a fool.

“ Auguft 14. I left Alexandria at
midnight, with a pleafant breeze at
North ; and was, at {fun-rife next morn-
ing, at the mouth of the Nile, which has
a bar of fand acrofs it, and foundings as
irregular as the fea, which is raifed upon
it by the contentions of counter currents
and winds.

« The view in failing up the Nile is
very confined, unlefs from the top of
the maft, or fome other eminence, and
then it is an unbounded plain of ex-
cellent land, miferably cultivated, and
yet inter{perfed with a great number
of villages, both on its banks and as far

along
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along the meadows as one can fee in any
direction. The river is alfo filled with
boats pafling and repafling----boats all
of one kind, and navigated in one man-
ner; nearly alfo of one fize, the largeft
carrying tenor fifteentons. On board of
thefe boats are feen onions, water-me-
lons, dates, fometimes a horfe, a camel,
(which lies down in the boat) and fheep
and goats, dogs, men and women.---To0-
wards evening and morning they have
mudic.

“ Whenever we ftopped at a village,
I ufed to walk into it with my Conduc-
tor, who, being a Muffelman, and a de-

{cendant from Mahommed, wore a green
turban, and was therefore refpected,
and I was fure of fafety :—but in truth,
dreffed as I was in a common Turkifh
habit, I believe I fhould have walked
as fafely without him. I faw no pro-

D3 penfity
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penfity among the inhabitants to inci-
vility. ‘The villages are moft miferable
affemblages of poor little mud huts,
flung very clofe together without any
kind of order, full of duft, lice, fleas,
bed-bugs, flies, and all the curfes of
Mofes; people poorly clad, the youths
naked: in {uch refpect, they rank infi-
nitely below any Savages I ever faw.

“ The common people wear nothing
but a fhirt and drawers, and they are
always blue. Green is the royal or holy
colour; none but the defcendants of
Mahommed, if I am rightly informed,
being permitted to wear it.

“ Auguft 19. From the little town
where we landed, the diftance to Cairo
is about a mile and a half, which we
rode on afles; for the afs in this country
is the Chriftian’s horfe, as he is allowed

no
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no other animal to ride upon. Indeed
[ find the fituation of a Chriftian, orwhat
they more commonly call here a Frank,
to be very, very humiliating, ignomini-
ous, and diftrefling. No one, by a com-
bination of any caufes, can reafon down
to {uch effects as experience teaches us
do exift here; it being impoflible to
conceive, that the enmity I have alluded
to could exift between men ;——or, in
fact, that the {fame {pecies of beings,
from any caufes whatever, fhould ever
think and a¢t {o differently as the Egyp-
tians and the Englifh do.

«T arrived at Cairo earlyinthe morn-
ing, on the 1gth of Auguft, and went
to the houfe of the Venetian Conful,
Mr. Rofetti, Chargé d’Affaires for the
Englifh Conful here.

“« After dinner, not being able to find
D4 any
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anyother lodging, and receiving no very
prefling invitation from Mr. Rofetti to
lodge with him, I went to a convent.
This convent confifts of Miflionaries
fent by the Pope to propagate the Chrif-
tian Faith, or at leaft to give fhelter to
Chriftians. ‘The Chriftians here are
principally from Damafcus: the convent
is governed by the Order of Recollets: a
number of Englifh, as well as other Eu-
ropean travellers, have lodged there.

“ Auguft 21ft. It is now about the

hotteft feafon of the year here; but I
think I have felt it warmer in the City
of Philadelphia, in the fame month.

“ Auguft 26th. This day I was in-
troduced by Rofetti to the Aga Mahom-
med, the confidential Minifter of Ifmael,
the moft powerful of the four ruling
Beys: he gave me his hand to kifs, and

with
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with it the promife of letters, protection,
and fupport, through Turkifh Nubia,
and alfo to fome Chiefs farinland. Ina
fubfequent converfation, he told me 1
fhould {feein my travelsapeople who had
power to tranfmute themf{elves into the
formsof differentanimals. Heafked me
what I thought of the affair? I did not
like to render the ignorance, ﬁrﬁplicity,
and credulity of the Turk apparent. Itold
him, that it formed a part of the cha-
ralter of all Savages to be great Necro-
.mancers; but that I had never before
heard of any {o great as thofe which he

had done methehonourto defcribe ; that
it hadrendered me more anxious tobeon

my voyage; andif I paffed arnong them,
I would, in the letter I promifed to write
to him, give him a more particular ac-
count of them than he had hitherto had.
~--He afked me how I could travel with-
out the language of the people where I

fhould
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fhould pafs? I told him, with vocabula-
ries :---I might as well have read to him
a page of Newton’s Principia. He re-
turned to his fables again. Isitnot cu-
rious, that the Egyptians (for I {peak of
the natives of the country as well as of
him, when I make the obfervation) are
{till fuch dupes to the arts of forcery?
Was it the fame people that built the
Pyramids?

¢« I can’t underftand that the Turks
have a better opinion of our mental
powers than wehave of theirs; but they
fay of us, that we are “ a pesple who carry
our minds onour fingers ends:” meaning, that
we put them in exercife conftantly, and
render them fubfervient to all manner
of purpofes, and with celerity, difpatch,
and eafe, do what we do.

« 1 fufpect the Copts to have been the
origin
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origin of the Negro race: the nofe and
lip correfpond with thofe of the Negro.
The hair, whenever I can {ee it among
the people here, (the Copts) is curled;
—not clofe like the Negros, butlike the
Mulattoes. I obferve a greater variety
of colour among the human {pecies here
than inany other country; and a greater
variety of feature than in any other
country not poilefling a greater degree
of civilization.

“ I have {een an Abyflinian woman
and a Bengal man------ the colour is the

fame in both; {o are their features aind
perfons.

“ I have feen a fmall mummy ;----it
has what I call wampum work on it.
It appears as common here as among
the Tartars. Tatowing is as prevalent
among the Arabs of this place as among

the
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the South Sea Iflanders. It is a little
curious, that the women here are more
generally than in any other part of the
world tatewed on the chin, with perpen-
dicular lines defcending from the under
lip to the chin, like the women on the
North Weft Coaft of America. Itisalfo
a cuftom here to ftain the nails red, like
the Cochin Chinefe, and the Northern
Tartars. ‘The mafk or veil that the wo-
men here wear, refembles exactly that
worn by the Priefts at Otaheite, and thofe
feenat Sandwich Iflands.

¢« ] have not yet feen the Arabs make
ufe of a tool like our axe or hatchet;
but what they ufe for fuch purpofes as
we do our hatchet and axe, is inthe form
of an adze, and is a form we found
moft agreeable to the South Sea Iflan-
ders. I feeno inftance of a tool formed

defignedly for the ufe of the right or
left
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left hand particularly, as the cotogon
is among the Yorkertic Tartars.

« There is certainly a very remark-
able affinity between the Ruflian and
Greek drefs. The fillet round the tem-
ples of the Greck and Ruflian women,
is a circumftance in drefs that perhaps
would ftrike nobody as it does me; and
fo of the wampum work too, which is
alfo found among them both.

“ They {pin here with the diftaff and
{pindle only, like the French peafantry
and others in Europe; and the common

Arabloomis upon our principle, though
rude.

« I faw to-day (Auguft 1oth) an Arab
woman white, like the White Indiansin
the South Sea I{lands, Iftmus of Darien,
&c. Thefekind of people all look alike.

“ Among



46 MR LEDYARD’S

=¥

“ Among the Greek women here, I
iind the identical Archangel head-drefs.

¢« Their mufic is inftrumental, con-
fifting of a drum and pipe, both which
refemble thofe two inftruments in the
South Seas. The drumis exactlylike the
Otaheite drum ; the pipe is made of cane,
and confifts of a long and fhort tube
joined : the mufic refembles very much
the bagpipe, andis pleafant.---All their
mulfic is concluded, if not accompanied,
by the clapping of hands. I think it
fingular, that the women here make a
noife with their mouths like frogs, and
that this frog-mufic is always made at
weddings; and I believe on all other
occafions of merriment where there are

Wwomeceil.

« It is remarkable, that the dogs here
are
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are of juft the fame {pecies found among
the Otaheiteans.

« It is alfo remarkable, that in one

village I faw exactly the fame machines
ufed for diverfion as in Ruffia.---I for-

get the Ruflian name forit. Itisalarge
kind of wheel, on the extremities of
which there are fufpended feats, in
which people are whirled round over
and under each other.

“ The women drefs their hair behind
exatly in the fame manner in which

the women of the Calmuc Tartars drefs
theirs.

“ In the Hiftory of the Kingdom of
Benin in Guinea, the Chiefs are called
- Aree Roee, or Street Kings. Among the
the Iflands in the South Sea, Otaheite,
&c. they call the Chiefs Arees; and the

great
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great Chiefs, Aree le Hoi. I think this
curious; and {o I do that it is a cuftom
among the Arabs to fpread a blanket
when they would invite any one to tea
or reft with them.—American Indians
{pread the beaver {kins onfuch occafions,

“ The Arabs of the Defarts, like the
Tartars, have an invincible attachment
to Liberty. No arts will reconcile them
to any other life, or form of govern-
ment, however modified. This is a cha-
racter given me here of the Arabs.

« It is fingular that the Arab Lan-
guage has no word for Liberty, although
it has for Slaves.

“ The Arabs, like the New Zealan-
ders, engage with a long ftrong fpear.

« 1 have made the beft enquiries I
have



COMMUNICATIONS. 49

e
e

have been able, fince I have been here,
of the nature of the country before me;
of Sennar, Darfoor, Wangara, of Nu-
bia, Abyflinia, of thofe named, or un-
known by name. I fhould have been
happy to have fent you better informa-
tion of thofe places than I am yet able
to do. It will appear very fingular to
you in England, that we in Egypt are
fo ignorant of countries which we an-
nually vifit. The Egyptians know as
little of Geography as the generality of
the French; and like them, {ing, dance,
and traflic without it,

¢« T have the beft affurances of a cer-
tain and fafe conduét by the return of
the caravan thatis arrived from Sennar;
and Mr. Rofetti tells me that the letters
I fhall have from the Aga here, will in-
fure me of being conveyed, from hand

to hand, to my journey’s end.
E “ The
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“ The Mahometansin Africaare what
the Ruffians are in Siberia—a trading,
enterprizing, fuperftitious, warlike fet
of vagabonds, and wherever they are
fet upon going, they willand do go; but
they necither can nor do make voyages
merely commercial, or merely religious,
acrofs Africa; and where we do not find
them in commerce, we find them not at
all. They cannot (however vehemently
pufhed on by religion) afford to crofs
the Continent without trading by the

way.

« O&tober 14th. I went to-day tothe
market-place, wherethey vend the Black
flaves that come from towards the inte-
- rior parts of Africa :---there were 200 of
them together, drefled and ornamented
as in their own country, The appear-
ance of a Savage in every region is al-
moft the fame!—There were very few

men
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men among them: this indicates that
they are prifoners of war. They have
a great many beads and other ornaments
about them that are from the Eaft. I
was told by one of them that they came
from the Weft of Sennar, fifty-five days
journey, which may be about four or
five hundred miles. A Negro Chief faid,
the Nile had its fource in his country.
In general they had their hair plaited in
a great number of {mall detached plaits,
none exceeding in length fix or eight
inches—the hair was filled with greafe,
and dirt purpofely daubed on.

« O&ober 16th. I have renewed my
vifit to-day, and pafled it more agreea-
bly than yefterday; for yefterday I was
rudely treated. The Franks are prohi-
bited to purchafe flaves, and therefore
the Turks do not like to fee them in

the market, Mr. Rofetti favoured me
2 with
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one of his running Chargé d’Affaires
to accompany me: but having obferved
yefterday among the ornaments of the
Negros a variety of beads, and wanting
to know from what country they came,
I requefted Mr. Rofetti, previoufly to
my fecond vifit, to thew me from his
ftore famples of Venetian beads.——He
fhewed me famples of fifteen hundred
different kinds. After this I fet out.

“ The name of the country thefe Sa-
vages come from is Darfoor, and is well
known on account of the Slave Trade,
as well as of that in Gum and Elephant’s
teeth.

“ The appearance of thefe Negros de-
clares them to be a people in as favage a
ftate as any people can ; but not of {o {a-
vageatemper, or of that {pecies of coun-
tenance that indicates favage intelli-

gence.
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gence. Theyappear aharmlefs wild peo-
ple; but theyare moitly young women.

“ Thebeadsthey are ornamented with
are Venetian; and they have fome Ve-
netian brafs medals which the Venetians
make for trade. The beads are worked
wampum-wife, Iknow not where they
gotthemarine fhells they worked among
their beads, nor how they could have
feen white men. I afked them if they
would ufe me well in their country, if
I fhould vifit it? They faid, * Yes:"—
and added, that they fhould make aKing
of me, and treat me with all the delica-
cies of their country. Like the Egyp-
tian women, and like moit other Sava-
ges, they ftick on ornaments wherever

‘they can, and wear, like them, a great
ring in the nofe, either from the carti-
lage, or from the fide: they alfo rub on
{fome black kind of paint round the eyes,

Ej3 like
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like the Egyptian women. They area
fizeable well-formed people, quite black,
with what, I believe, we call the true
Guinea face, and with curled thort hair;
but not more curled or fhorter than I
have feen it among the Egyptians; but
in general thefe Savages plait it in taf~
fels plaiftered with clay and paint. A-
mong fome of them the hairis a foot
long, and curled, refembling exactly one
of our mops. The prevailing colour,
where it can be feen, is a black and red
mixed. I thinkit would make any hair
curl, even Uncle Toby’s wig, to be
plaited and plaiftered as this is. This
caravan, which I call the Darfoor cara-
van, is not very rich. The Sennar is
the rich-caravan.

“ October 1gth. I went yefterday to
fee if more of the Darfoor caravan had
arrived ; but they were not. I wonder

why
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why travellers to Cairo have not vifited
thefe {lave markets, and converfed with
the Jelabs or travelling Merchants of
thefecaravans: both arecertainly fources
of great information.—The eighth part
of the money expended on other ac-
counts, might here anfwer fome good
{olid purpofe. For my part, I have not
expended a crown, and I have a better
idea of the people of Africa, of its trade,
of the pofition of places, the nature of
* the country, manner of travelling, &c.
than ever I had by any other means;
and, I believe, better than any other
means would afford me.

« October 25th. I have been again
to the {lave market; but neither the
Jelabs (a name which in this country is
~ given to all travelling Merchants) nor
the {laves are yet arrived in town
they will be here to-morrow. I met

E 4 two
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two or three in the ftreet, and one with
a fhield and {pear.

« ] have underftood to-day, that the
King of Sennar is himfelf a Merchant,
and concerned in the Sennar caravans.
The Merchant herec who contracts to
convey me to Sennar, i1s Procurer at
Cairo to the King of Sennar: thisisa
good circumftance, and one I knew not
of till to-day. Mr. Rofetti informed me
of it. He informed me alfo, that the
importation of Negro {laves into Egypt
will amount to 20,000.—The caravans
from the interior countries of Africa do
not arrive here unisormly every year—

they are fometimes abfent two or three
years.

¢« Among a dozen of Sennar flaves, |
faw three perfonable men, of a good
bright olive colour, of vivacious and in-

telligent
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telligent countenances; butthey had all
three (which fir{t attraéted my notice)
heads uncommonly formed: the fore-
head was the narroweft, the longeft, and
moft protuberant I ever {faw. Many of
thefe flaves {peak a few words of the
Arablanguage ; but whether they learn-

ed them before or fince their captivity
I cannot tell.

“ A caravan goes from here (Cairo)
to Fezzan, which they call a journey of
fifty days; and from Fezzan to Tom-
buftou, which they call a journey of
ninety days. 'Thecaravans travel about
twenty miles a day, which makes the
diftance on the road from here to Fez-
zan, one thoufand miles; and from Fez-
zan'to Tombuctou, one thoufand eight
hundred miles. From here to Sennar is
reckoned {ix hundred miles.

¢“ T have
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“ I have been waiting feveral days to
have an interview with the Jelabs who
go from hence to Sennar. Iam told that
they carry, in general, trinkets; but
among other things, foap, antimony,
red linen, razors, {ciflars, mirrors, beads ;
and, as faras I can yet learn, they bring
from Sennar elephant’s teeth, the gum
called here Gum Sennar, camels, oftrich
feathers, and {laves, :

« Wangarais talked of here as a place
producing much gold, and as a king-
dom: all accounts, and there are many,
agree in this. The King of Wangara
(whom I hope to fee in about three
months after leaving this) is faid to dif-
pofe of juft what quantity he pleafes of
his gold—fometimes a great deal, and
fometimes little or none; and this, itis
faid, he does to prevent ftrangers know-

mng
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ing how rich he is, and that he may
live in peace.”

Such are the moft material of thofe
remarks on the people of Africa, which
Mr. LEDYARD was enabled, by his re-
fidence at Cairo, to fend to the Commit-
tee. The views which they opened
were interefting and inftructive; but

they derived their principal importance
from the proofs which they afforded of
the ardent {pirit of inquiry, the unwea-
ried attention, the perfevering refearch,
and the laborious, indefatigable, anxi-
ous zeal with which their Author pur~
fued the object of his Miflion.

Already informed that his next dif-
patch would be dated from Sennar; that
letters of earneft recommendation had
been given him by the Aga; that the
terms of his paffage had been fcttled;

and
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and that the day of his departure was
appointed——the Committee expeéted
with impatience the defcription of his
journey. Great was therefore their con-
cern, and fevere their' difappointment,
when letters from Egypt announced to
themthemelancholy tidingsof hisdeath.
A bilious complaint, the confequence of
vexatious delays in the promifed depar-
ture of the caravan, had induced him to
try the effect of too powerful a dofe of
the acid of wvitriol; and the fudden un-
eafinefs and burning pain which fol-
lowed the incautious draught, impelled
him to {eek relief fromtheviolent action
of the ftrongeft Tartar emetic. A con-
tinued difcharge of blood difcovered the
dariger of his fituation, and fummoned
to his aid the generous friendfhip of the
Venetian Conful, and the ineffe¢tual 1kill
of the the moft approved phyficians of
Cairo.

He
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He was decently interred intheneigh-
bourhood of fuch of the Englith as had
ended their days in the capital of Egypt.

The bilious complaint with which he
was feized has been attributed to the
frowardnefs of a childifh impatience.—
Much more natural is the conjeéture,
that his unexpected detention, week af-
ter week, and month after month, at
Cairo, (a detention which confumed his
finances, which therefore expofed to ad-
ditional hazard the fuccefs of his favou-
rite enterprize, and which confequently
tended to bring into queftion his honour
to the Society) had troubled his {pirits,
had preyed upon his peace,and fubjeéted
him at laft to the difeafe that proved in

its confequences the means of dragging
him to his grave.

Of his attachment to the Society, and
of
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of his zeal for their {ervice, the follow-
ing Extraéts from his Letters are re-
markably expreflive:

“ Money! it is a vile flave !—I have at
prefent an ceconomy of a more exalted
kind to obferve. I havethe eyes of fome
of the firft men of the firft kingdom on
earth turned upon me. I am engaged
by thofe very men, in the moft impor-
tant objet that any private individual
can be engaged in: I have their appro-
bation to acquire, or to lofe; and their
efteem alfo, which I prize beyond every
thing, except the independent idea of
ferving mankind. Should rafhnefs or
defperation carry me through, whatever
fame the vainand injudicious might be=-
ftow, I thould not accept of it;—it is the
good and great I look to: fame from
them beftowed is altogether different,
and is clofely allied to a well-done from

God;
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God: but rathnefs will not be likely to
carry me through, any more than timid
caution. To find the neceflary medium
of condudt, to vary and apply it to con-
tingencies, is the ceconomy I allude to;
and if I fucceed by fuch means, men of
fenfe in any fucceeding epoch will not
blufh to follow me, and perfect thofe
Difcoveries I have only abilities to trace
out roughly, or, a difpofition to attempt.

“ A Turkifh fopha has nocharms for
me: if it had, I could foon obtain one
here. I could to-morrow take the com-~
mand of the beft armament of IHhmael
Bey.—I fhould be fure of fuccefs, and
its confequential honours. Believe me,
a fingle well-done from your Affociation
has more worth in it to me, than all the
trappings of the Eaft; and what is ftill
more precious, is, the pleafure I have in

the
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the juftification of my own conduét at
the tribunal of my own heart.”

To thofe who have never {feen Mr.
LEDYARD, it may not, perhaps, be un-
interefting to know, that his perfon,
though fcarcely exceeding the middle
fize, was remarkably expreflfive of acti-
vity and ftrength; and that his manners,
though unpolifhed, were neither unci-
vil nor unpleafing. Little attentive to
difference of rank, he feemed to confider
all men as his equals, and as {uch he re-
{pected them. His genius, though un-
cultivated and irregular, wasoriginaland
comprehenfive. Ardentinhiswifhes, yet
calm in his deliberations; daring in his
purpofes, but guarded in his meafures;
impatient of controul, yet capable of
ftrong endurance ; adventurous beyond
the conceptionof ordinary men, yet wary
and confiderate; and attentive to all pre-

cautions,
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cautions, he appeared to be formed by
Nature for atchievements of hardihood
and peril.

They who compare the extent of his
pilgrimage through the vaft regions of
Tartary with the {cantinefs of his funds,
will naturally afk, by what means he
obtained a {ubfiftence on the road? All
that I have ever learned from him on
the fubject, was, thathis fufferings were
exceflive, and that more than once he
owed his life to the compaflionate tem-
per of the women. This laft remark is

trongly confirmed by the following Ex-
tract from his account of his Siberian
Tour.

¢« I have always remarked, that wo=
men, in all countries, are civil, obliging,
tender, and humanej; that they are ever
inclined tobe gay and chearful, timorous
Fo3 and
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and modeft; and that they do not hefi-
tate, like men, to perform a generous
aétion.—Not haughty, not arrogant, not
fupercilious, they arc full of courtefy,
and fond of fociety: more liable, in ge-
neral, to err than man; butin general,
alfo, more virtuous, and performing
more good actions than he, To a wo-
man, whether civilized or favage, I ne-
ver addreffed myfelf in the language of
decency and friendfhip, without receiv-~
ing a decent and friendly anfwer. With
man it has often been otherwife.

« In wandering over the darren plains
of inbofpitable Denmark, through honeft Swe-
den, and frozen Lapland, rude and churlifb
Finland, unprincipled Ruffia, and the wide
Jpread regions of the wandering Tartar, if
hungry, dry, cold, wet, or fick, the wo-
men have ever been friendly to me, and
uniformly fo; and te add to this virtue,

(fo
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(fo worthy the appellation of benevo-
lence) thefe actions have been performed
in fo free, and fo kind a manner, that if
I was dry, I drank the {weeteft draught;

and if hungry, I eat the coarfe morfel
with a double relith.”

But though the native benevolence;
which evenamong Savages diftinguifhes
and adorns the female charadter, might
fometimes foften the feverity of his
fufferings, yetat others he feemsto have
endured the utmoft preflure of diftrefs,

“ I am accuftomed---(faid he, in our
laft converfation---"twas on the morning
of his departure for Africa)---I am ac-
cuftomed to hardfhips. I have known
both hunger and nakednefs to the ut-
moit extremity of human fuffering. I
have known what it is to have food giv-
en me as charity to a madman; and I

F 2 have
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haveat times been obliged to fhelter my-
felf under the miferies of that charaéter,
to avoid a heavier calamity. My dif-
trefles have been greater than I have
ever owned, or ever w:// own to any
man.  Such evils are terrible to bear;
but they never yet had power to turn
me from my purpofe. If1live, I will
faithfully perform, in its utmoft extent,
my engagement to the Society; and if I
perifh in the attempt, my honour will {till
be fafe, for death cancels all bonds.”

CHAPTER



CHBAPTER 11

Arrival of Mr. LucAS at Tripoli.~--Fis Re-
ception by the Bafhaw.---His “fourney to Me=
Jurata with the Sherecfs Fouwad and Im-
bammed.—-- His Mode of obtaining from the
latter an Account of bis Travels in the In-
terigr Countries of Africa.---His Return to
England.

MR. Lucas, having taken his paflage
at Mar{eilles, on board the St. Jean Bap-
tifte, afmall vefiel belonging to that port,
embarked on the 18th of Otober, 1788;
and on the 25th of the fame month ar-
rived in the harbour of Tripoli.

F 3 The
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The date trees, which {pread them-
felves like a foreft behind the town, and
the hills beyond them, which bound the
profpect on the South, are interefting
objets; but the town itfelf is built in
too low afituation to compofe a part of
the general {fcene: for it is {carcely vi-
{ible at the diftance of a mile.

The firft appearance of Tripoli may
difappoint, by its meannefs, the expec-
tations of the traveller; but if he re-
flects on the nature of a de{potic govern-
ment, ever incompatible with perma-
nent profperity, he will not be furpriz-
ed when he finds, on a nearer view, that
the city, though the capital of an em-
pire, exhibits through all its extent, the
marks of a rapid decay ; that its {fcanty
limits, though fcarcely four milesin cir«
cumference, are too great for its prefent
population; and that its antient caftle,

though
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though once the pride, and ftill the re-
fidence of the reigning family, is now
a mouldering ruin.

The expected ceremonial of announ-
cing to the Bathaw, which is the title of
the Sovereign, and to the Conful of the
State, to whom the veflcl belongs, her
arrival in the harbour, having been re-
gularly obferved, Mr. Lucas, accom-
panied by Mr. Tully, the Britith Refi-
dent, waited on Hadgee Abdrahaman, .
the Tripoline Minifter for Foreign Af-
fairs, who had formerly refided in Eng-
land as Ambaflador from the Bathaw;
and having known Mr. Lucas there,
received him now with the joy of an
old acquaintance, and the cordiality of
an intimate friend. Encouraged by this
kindnefs, Mr. Lucas explained to him
the objet of his miffion, and requefted
that he would prefent and recommend

F 4 him
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him to the Bathaw, and to the Prince,
his eldeft fon, whois diftinguifhed by the
title of the Bey. TheMinifter confented;
and the next morning was, accordingly,
appointed by the Bafhaw for the firft
of thefe andiences: the morning after
was fixed on by the Bey for the latter.

The Bafhaw, a fhort and robuft old
man, of a fair complexion, a pleafing
countenance, and an affable, joyous dif-
pofition, received Mr. Lucas with great
complacency, and accepted, with much
{atisfaction, his prefent of a pair of dou-
ble-barrelled piftols, mounted with fil-
ver; but expreffed his {urprize, when
leave was afked to vifit his kingdom of
Fezzan: for the journey, he faid, had
never been attempted by a Chriftian,
Mr. Lucas replied, that he was led to
undertake it by the report which he
had heard of various Roman antiquities

in
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in different parts of the Kingdom, and
by the hope of colleting a variety of
medicinal plants that are not to be found
in Europe. The Bafliaw appearcd to
be {atisfied, and promifed that, on the
firft opportunity of a fafe convevance,
he would give him fuch aids for the
journcy as his countenance and protec-
tion could afford.

On the next morning Mr. Lucas was
prefented-to the Bey, the Bathaw’s eld-
eft fon, a tall and well thaped, but dark
complexioned man, in the middle period
of life; and was received by him with
the engaging politenefs for which heis
eminently diftinguifthed. The prefent
that was made to him, except that its
value was inferior, was fimilar to that
which had been given to his father;
and the aflurances of the protection and
friendfhip, which he offered him in re-

turn,
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turn, were the {fame in effeé&t with thofe
which the Bathaw had exprefied.

Soon after his prefentation at Court,
Mr. Lucas was informed that fome of
the principal Tribes of the tributary
Arabs had lately revolted from the Go-
vernment, and were then in aétual re-
bellion ; that all the frontiers of Tripoli,
on the fide of the Defart, were infefted
by their inroads ; that a caravan from
the inland country had lately been at-
tacked; and that a Spanifh Merchant
had been plundered within a few miles
of the Capital. Mr. Lucas wasalfo in-
formed, that the Bathaw, who has no
regular forces, was preparing to raife,
on this occafion, an army of 2,000 men;
that as foon as the grafs thould be high
enough to afford the neceflary forage
for the cattle, which it would be in the
month of December, they would begin

their



COMMUNICATIONS. 75

b ——— ——— — e,

their march to the frontier, where they
would be joined by the troops of fuch
of the Arabs as continued faithful tothe
Government,

With this army, the colle&ive num-
bers of which were expected to amount
to five or fix thoufund men, it was hoped
that the Bey, by the ufual enforcements
of predatory war, would be able to re-
duce the rebellious Tribes to their an-
tient obedience, and to the payment of
the cuftomary tribute.

But while, from this expectation, Mr,
Lucas waited with impatience for the
departure of the army, he was informed
that two Shereefs from Fezzan, who
were both, as their title announces, de-
{cended from the Prophet, and one of
whom had married the daughter of the
King, were arrived in Tripoli. They

camnle
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came there as Merchants, and brought
with them, for fale, a variety of articles, -
of which flaves and fenna were the
chief: and as the reverence in which
the defcendants of Mahomet are held
{ecures their perfons from violence, and
their property from plunder, they did
not think that the reftoration of peace
was requifite for the fafety of their re-
turn. It was, therefore, with much fa-
tisfaction that the Minifter, whofe inti-
mate acquaintance they were, received
from them an affurance, that if Mr.
Lucas could bear the fatigue of the
journey, they would take him under
their proteétion, and would be anfwer=
able for his fafe arrival in Fezzan.

The next morning, in confequence of
this converfation, the Shereefs waited
upon Mr. LLucas. One of them, whofe
rank as fon-in-law to the King, entitled

him
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him to the firft confideration, was a tall,
thin, copper complexioned man, of too
flender a frame for his height, which
was nearly fix feet, but of an appear-
ance that was expreflive of dignity: to
this appecarance the fedatenefs of his
manners, and the fewnefs, but folidity
of his words were particularly fuited.
His age was feemingly about thirty-five
years, and his name was Mahommed
Benfein Haffen Fouwad. The other
Shereef was a lively old man, thort and
thin, and dark coloured, almoftto bl;}ck-
nefs; affable, free, and entertaining in
his converfation, and much refpected by
his companion, to whom he was related.
His name was Imhammed, and his age
about fifty years.

After many compliments, for which
their countrymen are famous, they €x-
prefled to Mr. Lucas the pleafure they

thould
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fhould feel in prefenting him to their
King, who had never feen a Chriftian
‘Fraveller, and would be highly gratified
by fo new a vifit. They affured him of
every accommodation which theircoun-
try could afford, and of every proof
which they themfelves could give of the
kindeft good will, and of the fincereit
friendfhip. The conference was con-
cluded by a prefent from Mr. Lucas of
a pair of piftols to each, with a fuitable
quantity of powder and ball and flints,.

The Bathaw, being informed by the
Minifter of the propofal and promifes of
the Shereefs, exprefled his approbation
of the {cheme, and fent, from his {ta-
bles, as a prefent to Mr. Lucas, a hand-
{fome mule for the journey. The Bey,
too, was no fooner acquainted with the
arrangements, than he gave directions
toa Jew Taylor, who had been employed

in
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in making, and had juft finifhed his own
tent, to wait upon Mr. L.ucas, and take
his orders for fuch a tent as would be
requifite for his journey.

But while in this manner Mr. Lucas
was preparing for his departure, and had
befpokena Turkifh drefs for himfelf, and
a magnificent robe, as a prefent, to the
King of Fezzan, an apprehenfion arofe
in the mind of the Bafthaw, that if Mr.
Lucas fhould be taken prifoner by the
Rebels, he himfelf thould be reduced to
the diftrefling dilemma of ‘either con-
cluding a difadvantageous peace, or of
abandoning the Interpreter of the King
of Great Britain to all the infults, and all
the cruelties which thofe Barbarians
might be difpofed to inflict.

For this reafon, the force of which
will be much more apparent, if the re-
fpect
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fpect in which the office of Interpreter
in a Mahometan Government is ufually
held; be confidered, he expreffed his de-
fire (and in this defire his elde{t {on, the
Bey, entirely concurred) that Mr. Lu-
cas would defer his intended journey till
the revolted Arabs fhould be reduced to
obedience, and the peace of the Defart
be reftored. A few days after this re-
quifition, the Bey began his march with
an army of 300 horfe and 13500 foot.

The Shereefs were no fooner informs-
ed of the obiftacle which had arifen to
the journey of their intended fellow
traveller, than they exprefled as much
chagrin and difappointment as Mr LLu-
cas himfelf could feel; for they faid,
that they had already fent word to their
Sovereign, that they thould foon have
the pleafure to prefent tohim a Chriftian,

who
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who had travelled from his native land,
(a journey of many moons) with no
other view than to gratify his wifh to
vifit him, and to fee his kingdom of
Fezzan:—that his anger would fall hea-
vily on them, to whom he would attri-
bute the difappointment; and would
probablylead him to infli¢t on them the
greateft indignity that Shereefs can en-
dure, that of having duft heaped upon
their heads.

Imprefled with thefe apprehenfions,
the Shereefs waited upon the Bafhaw,
and offered to be refponfible with their
lives for the fafety of the Chriftian.

In this unfavourable ftate of Mr. I,u-
cas’s profpect, an old man of the clafs
of Maraboots (a lame which is given to
perfons of diftinguithed fanity) in-

G formed
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formed the Minifter, with whom he had
been long acquainted, that he meant, in
a few days, to take his departure for
FFezzan; and that as the Rebels, in con-
fequence of the march of the Bathaw’s
forces, had removed from that part of
the country through which he intended
to pafs, he would engage that, underhis
condué&t, Mr. Lucas fhould travel in
{afety.

With this propofal Mr. Lucas, by the
advice of the Minifter, and with the
confent of the Bathaw, had determined
to comply, though againft his own opi-
nion; for the countenance and behavi-
our of the Maraboot had fuggefted fuf-
picions of his fincerity: but while he
was preparing for his departure, which
was fixed for the Monday following, the
Bafhaw,on farther refleétion, concluded

that
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that the plan which the Shereefs had
propofed would, on the whole, be at-
tended with the {imalleft hazard,

The fcheme of the journey being thus
finally fettled, the Bathaw, atthe requeft
of the Minifter, prefented Mr. Lucas
with a letter of recommendation to the
King of Fezzan, of which the following
is a tranilation.

TRANSLATION OF THE BASHAW OF TRIPOLI’S
RECOMMENDATION OF M* LUCAS TO THE KING
OF FLZZAN.

¢ Praife be unto the Almighty God,
and unto our Lord his Prophet Mahoms-
med, whofe protection and mercy we
crave, and refign ourfelves to his holy
will: to our Son Sydy Hamed Benmo-
hamed, the great and juft ruler over his
G2 beloved
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beloved people; may his days be long
and happy. Amen.

« Peace, and the protection and blef-
fing of God, be with you, and preferve
you from evil.

« We have to acquaint you, our fon,
that our friend, the Englifth King, hath
fent one of his Interpreters unto us, and
defired we would procure him a fafe
conveyance to Fezzan, where he goes
for his own amufement and pleafure :
and as we have found a perfon whom
we efteem, and who has promifed us to
take great care of him, we have con-
fented to let the {aid Interpreter and his
friends * go with him to Fezzan. We

‘have

-

* In the Arabic, the word Friend is often employed, as in
this paffage, to exprefs the fame meaning as the Englifb term
Servant,
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have to defire that you will {hew him
and his friends every kindnefs in your
power, and comply with all his withes
and fhould he be inclined to go to any
other place, you will fend proper people
to conduét him, and to proteét him in
every thing; for he is 2 man of fenfe,
and much efteemed by us; wherefore
we recommend him to your care and
protection. Peace and the bleffing of
God be with you: from the Slave of
God, Ally Benkaramaly, whofe greatnefs
is under the protection of God. Dated
in the Moon of Rabeah thénee 1203"—
(which correfponds with the month of

January 1789.)

To this rout by Mefurata, though not
fo direct as the antient paffage by the
way of the Mountains of Guariano, the
Merchants who trade to Fezzan have

G 3 lately |
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lately given the preference: for in the
firft place, they avoid the oppreflive
contributions, which, even in time of
peace, the rapacious tribes of Hooled
Benfoliman and Beniocleed, whoinhabit
thofe hills, have often levied on travel-
Jers; and in the next place, they have
not only the advantage of {fending their
heavy merchandize to Mefurata by fea,
but have alfo an opportunity of hiring
there, at a much lower rate than at
Tripoli, the camels for which they have
occafion,

On Sunday the firftof February, 1783,
at half an hour after eight in the morn-
ing, the Shereefs, accompanied by Mr,
Lucas, took their departure from the
fuburbs of Tripoli, where, in a garden
which is fituated at the diftance of three
miles from the town, and which be-
Jonged to a Tripoline Merchant, who

was
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was travelling with them toFezzan, they
and their attendants had {lept the even-
ing before.

The caravan was compofed of the
Shereef Fouwad, and of three other
Merchants, on horfeback, all of them
well armed; of the little old Shereef,
who rode upon an afs; of Mr. Lucas,
who was mounted on the mule which
the Bafthaw had given him ; of Mr. Lv-
cas’s black fervant, well armed, upon a
camel ; of twelve Fezzaners on foot, but
armed ; of three Negros and their wives,
who had been flaves at'T'ripeli, but hav-
ing obtained their freedom, were now
travelling to Fezzan on their return to
their native country ; and of twenty-one
camels, with fifteen drivers, each of
whom was armed with a muifket and a
piftol.

G 4 That
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That {o few camels were requifite in
this part of the journey, was owing to
the expedient which the Shereefs, with
great ceconomy, had adopted, of fend-
ing their heavy merchandize by fea to
Mefurata,

At twelve o'clock, the caravan, whole
courfe was E. S. E. pafled through the
town of Tajarah, a miferable collection
of clay-walled huts, of which {fome were
covered with terrace, and the reft with
roofs of thatch: but wretched as the
buildings are, the country around them
abounds with Date trees, among which
a few of the Olive are intermixed,

At five the caravan encamped for the
night upon a fandy eminence. - No
{fooner were the camels unburthened of
their loads, than their drivers turned
them loofe to feed on the ftubble of the

valleys,
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valleys, and on the brambles of the ad-
jacent hills; but though their freedom
is thus given them, they never ftray to
a greater diftance than that of two or
three hundred paces from the camp.

The loads in the mean time are piled
in a circle, and, except at the narrow
opening which forms the entrance, are
ftowed as clofe as poflible to each other.
Within this circle the Merchants and
drivers and {ervants {pread their mats
and carpets. Here, alfo, they light their
fires and drefs their victuals; and with-
out any other covering than their al-
haiques or blankets (for very few are
furnifhed with a tent) liec down amidft
the heavy dews and occafional ftorms of
rain that fall upon the coaft, and {leep
as foundly as in bed: for the wetnefs of
their cloaths, which is often the confe-
quence of this expofure, is little regard-

ed,
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- ed, and from the falubrity of the cli-
mate, 1s attended with little inconveni-
ence.

Mr. Lucas’s tent being {pread, the
two Shereefs, with three of their friends,
took up their quarters with him: and on
the firlt appearance of fupper, which
was ferved in a large wooden difh, and
confifted of dried meat, and of flour
formed into balls, and drefled in fteam,
they all fat down with the familiarity of
near reclations, and dipping their right
handsintothedith,without either{poons
or forks or knives, devoured, with a vo-
racious and difguiting hafte, the whole
that was fet before them.

'Theconclufion of the meal was follow-
ed by the céremony of wathing, which
confifted in each man’s dipping his right
hand into the fame water which his

compa-
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companions had ufed.  Coifee being
thenbroughtin, they lighted their pipes,
and each of them having drank three or
four difhes as he {moaked, they laid
themfelves down in their cloaths, upon
the bare fand, and converfed together
till they talked themielves to fleep.

February 2d.  The next morning, at
day-break, the drivers began to re-load
the camels : at eight o’'clock the caravan
was again in motion; from which time
till half an hour after four, they travel-
led amidft dreary hills of loofe and bar-
ren {and, where they {aw neither man
nor beaft, neither wood nor water.

A {mall valley between the hills, from
which, to their great annoyance, the
thifting {fandwas continually blowndown
upon them, was the place of their en-
campment ; a place entirely deftitute of

water;
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water; but from this circumftance they
felt no fort of inconvenience, as they
had brought with them, in goat {kins,
an ample ftore.

February 3d. At half an hour after
feven in the morning, they proceeded
on their journey, and having emerged
from the f{and hills about two in the
afternoon, were charmed with the fight
of Olive and of Date trees, of large quan-
titics of white thorn, and of the Spanifh
broom; yet the foil is dry and ftoney,
and the few fields of grain which pre-
fent themf{elves here and there to the
eye, exhibit in their {fcanty and meagre
appearance, the marks of an ungracious
and fullen vegetation. ‘

On the right or S.E. of their road, at
‘the diftance of about twenty miles, the
mountains of Guariano and Miffelata rife
111)011
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upon the view.~—A fight that recalls to
the mind of the experienced Traveller,
and leads him to relate to the ftranger,
the beauty of the vales, the richnefs of
the lands, abounding in corn and oil,
and thefierce inhofpitable difpofition of
the inhabitants, that compels the cara-
van to turn from their dominions, its
diret and antient road, and take its

courfe among the defolate hills, and

dreary waftes of the fandy and barren
coaft.*

A requeft

e

* Ben Ay, a native of Morocco, who was lately in
England, and of whom an account is given in the Intro-
duction to Chapter IV, relates, that in proceeding from
Fezzan to Gharien, on his way to Tripoli, he was met by
feveral parties of Arabs, who were robbers by profeflion,
and who rendered the rout fo dangerous, that every indivi-
dual in the caravan was obliged to carry a gun, a brace of

Piftols, and a yatagan or fabre.  He defcribes the country

a5
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A requeft from the Shereef Fouwad
was now made to Mr. L.ucas for his

confent to encamp that evening in the
neighbourhood of an old Arab, his par-

ticular friend, with whom he had bufi-
nefs to tranfacét, but whofe refidence was
two hours march to the Southward of
theirroad. They accordingly turned to
the South, and about f{ive o’clock, after
a tedious and diflicult paflage among
rocky hills, they approached the tents
of the Arab. The old gentleman, ac~
companied by his two fons and few at-
tendants, came forward to meet them ;

and after exprefling great {atisfaction at
3 the

as partially cultivated; and remarks, that it is furnithed

with few fprings, and is wholly deltitute of rivers.

By his account, the diftance from Fezzan to Gharien ig

that of a journey of fixteen days,

He reprefents the rout from Gharien to Tripoli as a fand ¥

defart, and its length as that of a feven days journey.
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the fight of his friend, the Shereef, he
ordered a tent to be cleared for their re-
ception, and in the mean time condudcked
them toa mat and carpet, which his
fervants had {pread for them under a
hedge; for, notwithftanding the feafon
of the year, the heat was already trou-
blefome. They had not been feated long
when their hoft invited them to their
tent, in which a number of mats and
carpets were neatly laid.—A fheep was
killed, and {ent to be drefled for their
fuppers; bowls of butter-milk were
brought -for their prefent refrefhment,
and barley in abundance was given to
{uch of their cattle as were accuftomed
to that kind of food ; while the camels,
as ufual, were fent to feed among the
hills.

Ateighto'clock the fupperwas brought
to the tent, and was placed before them

mn
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in two large wooden difhes. Of thefe
the firft contained the mutton, which
was boiled, and cut into fiall pieces :
the other was filled with a boiled pafte
of dried barley meal, made up in the
form of an Englifh pudding, and fur-
rounded with a great quantity of oil.
‘T'his difh, which was intended as an ac-
companiment to the mutton, and which
is in much eftimation at Tripoli, is called
bazeen.

While Mr. Lucas tafted of the laft,
and eat with pleafure of the firft of thefe
dithes, and the Fezzaners, with their
ufual difpatch, were devouring the con-
tents of both, the old man and his fons
ftood by to {upply them with water and
butter-milk; for the rules of the Arab
hofpitality require, that during their
meals the mafter of the houfe fhowuld
wait upon his guefts.

Feb.
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Feb. 4th. The next morning, at fe-
ven o’clock, the entertainment was re-
peated, with the {fame marks of a kind
and liberal welcome; for the old man is
rich in corn and cattle, and having ob-
tained the charater of a Muffelman
Saint, or Maraboot, is, on that account,
exempted from the payment of taxes.

After a march of three hours, during
which the route was perplexed, and the
eye fatigued by a continued fucceflion
of rocky hills, the caravan arrived at
the entrance of an extenfive and beau-
tiful plain, that every where exhibited
aluxuriant growth of Olive trees, inter-
mixed with Dates,

The next two hours brought them to
the fea coaft, and to all that now exifts
of the town of Lebida, where, in the
Tuins of a temple, and in the much

H more
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more perfe¢t remains of feveral trium-
phal arches, the Traveller contemplates
the magnificence of an antient Roman
colony ; and difcovers, in the beauty and
fertile appearance of the adjoining plain,
the reafons which led themto chufe, for
a fea-port town, a ﬁtua;tion that fur-
nithes no natural harbour.

Eaftward of the ruins, for about five
and twenty miles, the {oil, though en-
tirely unaided by the poor Arabs who
inhabit it, exhibits the fame luxuriant
vegetation; and the fcene is rendered
ftill more interefting by the remains of
a ftupendous aqueduct, which formerly
éonveyed to Lebida the water of a dif=
tant hill.

At half an hour after five, and in fhc
neighbourhood of a miferable village,

the caravan encamped for the night.
Feb.



COMMUNICATIONS. 99

Feb. sth. The next day’s journey,
which was attended with nothing re-
markable, and during which they fol-
lowed the line of the coaft, brought
them to Zuleteen, an inconfiderable
town, where they found that a boat, to
which a part of their baggage was in-
trufted, had Been compelled by a ftorm
to depofit her cargo. From this circum-
ftance, and the neceffity which followed
it, of hiring fix additional camels for
their goods, the departure of the cara-
van on the next day (February 6th) was
retarded till two o'clock in the after-
noon. At the end of the firft hour’s
march, they were informed by fome
friendly Arabs, who were moving their
tents and cattle, for the fake of protec-
tion, to the fuburbs of the town, that
on the preceding afternoon a party of
the rebel tribe of Hooled Benfoliman,
from the neighbouring hills, had at-

H 2 tacked
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tacked a fmall caravan belonging to Me-
furata, and after killing four of the peo-
ple, had carried off the camels and bag-
gage:—and they were alfo informed,
that on that very morning two men,
who were going from Mefurata to the
market, which is held at fome diftance
from the town, were robbed and killed
by the fame party. At thisnewsa Coun-
cil was fummoned to determine on the
prudence of attempting to proceed ; for
the Shereefs began to diftruft the {uffi-
ciency of that title to anexemption from
the violence of war, on which, when
the danger was diftant, they had fo con-
fidently relied. The opinion of Mr. Lu-
cas being afked, he obferved, that as
the party which committed the depre-
dations were defcribed as not more than
forty or fifty in number, and were con-
fequently much too weak to refift the
detachment that, they muift be fure,

would



COMMUNICATIONS. 101

F— B

would be fent from Mefurata to revenge
the violence of which they had been
guilty, he had not the {malleft doubt of
their being already returned to the re-
fuge of their mountains; butthat at any
rate, their own numbers, confidering
how well they were armed, were amply
fufficient to defend them from the at-

tacks of fuch petty marauders. Pleafed
with an opinion which gave them the
profpect of but little danger, they frefh
primed their mufkets and piftols, and
finging as they went, drove merrily on.

At fix o’clock they encamped upon a
hill directly oppofite to the enemy’s
mountains, that werenow within twelve
or fifteen miles; and having lighted, by
Mr. Lucas’s advice, about {feventy fires,
for which the dry bruth-wood that was
near them furnifthed the means, they
had foon the fatisfaction of obferving,

H3 that
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that the fires of the enemy, who proba-
bly miftook them for the troops of Me-
{urata, were all extinguifhed.

Feb. 7th. The next morning at day-
break, in the midi{t of a ftorm from the
S. W. of violent rain and wind, they left
the hill; and after a tempeftuous march
of four hours, they difcerned through
the heavy atmofphere, which now be-
gan to clear, a party of fifty or fixty
Arabs upona rifing ground, at a diftance
to the left.—That more were concealed
behind the hill, they had not the {fmall-
eft doubt; but as efcape was impoflible,
and confultation ufelefs, they refolved
unanimouily to make rather than receive
the attack. The Shereef Fouwad took
the command, and having given the
charge of the camegls to the three Ne-
gros and their wives, with ordersto drive
them flowly, and keep them clofe toge=~

ther,
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ther, led on the reft of the party. The
horfe, with the Shereef at their head,
formed the van, while thofe on foot
were mixed together in a croud, dancing
and fhouting, and twirling their mufkets
over their heads, and running round
each other like madmen, till they came
within fhot of their antagonifts, when
they fu'ddenly difperfed, and each man
fquatted down behind a buth, to fhelter
himfelf and take a furer aim. The
horfe were now clofe upon the enemy,
and were levelling their pieces at the
foremoft, when one of the latter laid
down his muiket, and called to them
not to fire, for they were friends.

A moment’s paufe was followed by a
mutual recollection, and they exhibited,
on both fides, the moft extravagant
marks of joy. They ran round each
Other like a flock of frighted fheep, and

H 4 danced
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danced, and fhouted, and twirled their
guns over their heads, till they were
tired, when they fat down and began a
reciprocal congratulation on their fafe-
ty. The ftrangers faid that they were
herdfmen belonging to Mefurata; that
for want of pafturage near the town,
they had brought their flocks to feed
upon thefe hills; that they were 200
armed men, and that they did not fear
the enemy.

After this information, and the ex-
change of civilities, the caravan conti-
nued its journey, and at {ix in the even-
ing arrived at Mefurata,

“The Governor, whofe politenefs and
natural good {enfe had been improved
by a long refidence in Italy, received Mr.
Lucas with marks of the greateft at-
tention; but exprefled his fear that,

while
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while the war continued, the Shereefs
would not be able to obtain from the
Rebel Arabs, who alone could furnifh
them, the 120camels which were requi-
fite for the conveyance of their goods:
and that, as the profpect of peace was at
prefent remote, and the fultry feafon
would {foon commence, he faw but little
chance of their reaching Fezzan before
the following Winter,

Feb. gth. Information was now re-
ceived at Mefurata, that the Bey’s army,
which confifted of 1,500 horfe, and
6,000 foot, was encamped within five
hours march of the Rebels, whofe force
was compofed of 6oo horfe and 10,000
foot, and was commanded by a power-
ful Chief of thename of Séife Bannazar.

It was alfo faid, that the Tribes of the
friendly Arabs, who formed. the prin-
cipal
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cipal part of the Tripoline army, were
too clofely connected, by intermarriages
and the force of antient alliance, with
many of the Rebel Clans, to bring with
them to the battle that fort of zeal which
Government could {afely truft.

Feb. 1oth. Such was the fituation of
affairs when the Shercef Fouwad re-
quefted from the Governor, to whom
he was ftrongly recommended by the
Minifter, a public and formal declara-
tion, that if the hoftile Arabs would {fend
to Mefurata 120 camels, with their dri-
vers, for the conveyance of the mer-
chandize ofthe Shereefs to Fezzan, both
they and theircatttlethould be perfectly
fecure. The Governor replied, that by
his own authority alone he could not,
with either prudence or effet, announce
to the Rebel Arabs fuch a ftipulation;
but that he would fummon a Council of

the
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the Chiefs of the town, and would pro-
pofe the bufinefs to them; though he
himfelf was perfuaded, that {hould they
confent to the Shereef’s requifition, as

he hoped they would, the Rebel Arabs
wvere much too cautious to rely on the

good faith of fuch an engagement.

Feb. 11th. The next morning, a
Council of fix of the principal inhabi-
tants, with the Governor as Prefident,
affembled in Mr. Lucas’s tent, (for the
Governor’s own houfe was near the fea,
at the diftance of {ix miles from Mefu-
rata) and unanimoufly agreed that a
letter thould be written by the Gover-
nor, and figned by himfelf and by all the
Members of the Council, to aflure the
hoftile Arabs, that {fuch of their camels
and of their people, as they might fend
at the requeft of the Shereef, thould
neither be detained or molefted within

the
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the jurifdiction of Mefurata. This let-
ter, accompanied by one from the She-
reef, in which he defired to be furnithed
with 120 camels for the earriage of his
goods, wasaccordingly fent on that very
day, by an exprefs, to a rebel province,
in which he had many friends,and which
is called Guady.

Feb. 14th. In three days from the
time of his departure, the exprefs re-
turned, and brought with him a reply,
in whichthe Arabs obferved that, as the
country was in arms they could not with
prudence truft their camels from under
their own protection, much lefs could
they {pare their people.

Notwithftanding this anfwer, the She-
reef Fouwad conceived that the refufal
of the Arabs was folely di¢tated by a dif-
truft of the fort of fecurity which was

offered
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offered by the Governor and Council of
Mefurata; for independently of the
doubts which the Arabs might entertain
of their good faith, it was evident, that
without the fanétion of the Bey, who
commanded the army, their engage-
ment, at the utmoft, could not extend
beyond their own jurifdi¢tion. But if
the Bey himfelf would guaranty the
fafety of the camels and their drivers,
by granting them a pafs, the Shereef
concluded that the real objetion of the
Arabs would beentirely removed. With
this view, on the 27th of February, the

Shereef and two of his countrymen fet
out for the camp, which they reached

on the fecond day,as it was not far from
Mefurata; but their trouble was fruit-

lefs, for the Bey could not be prevailed
on to affent to their propofal.

All hopes of obtaining, before the

Ccon-
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conclufion of the war, a fufficient con-
veyance for the goods being thus at an
end, the Council refolved that, until
peace thould be eftablithed, the Shereefs
and the other Merchants of the caravan,
thould be at liberty to warchoufe their
packages in the public ftore-rooms of
the Governor.

Deprived, in this manner, of all pro-
fpet of arriving this year at Fezzan, and
doubtful if the ftate of the countrv
would encourage, or his own fituation
permit the éttempt in the Winter, Mr.
Lucas refolved to avail himfelf to the
utmoft of fuch means of information as
the knowledge of his fellow-travellers
enabled them to afford.

He had already difcovered that the
little old Shereef Imhammed had been
often employed by the King of Fezzan

as
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as his Factor in the Slave Trade; and in
that capacity had travelled to Bornou and
different parts of Nigritia; and he now
determined to cultivate his friendfhip
with double folicitude, and by occafional
prefents and frequent converfation, to
draw from him an account of the coun-
tries which he had {feen. With this view
he, one evening, took from his pocket
his map of Africa, and after {atisfying
the Shereef’s curiofity as to its nature
and ufe, told him that he once intended
it as a prefent to the King of Fezzan;
but, that havin g difcovered in it feveral
miftakes, he now propofed to draw ano-
ther that fhoulc1 be more corre¢t. The
Shereef replied,, that the King would be
highly pleafed 1 vith fuch a prefent. Mr.
Lucas faid, th at if he would affift him
with an accourn it of the diftances from
Place to place, i n {fuch parts of the coun=-
try as he hac| vifited, and with their

names
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names in Arabic, and would alfo fatisfy
him as to fuch queftions as he fhould
alk, he would prepare fwo corrected co-
pies of the map, and would give one of
them to the King and the other to him-
felf. The Shereef was delighted with.
the propofal; and they immediately re-
tired to a fand hill at fome diftance from
the tent, that their converfation might
be unreferved and uninterrupted. Many
fucceflive days were employed in the
fame manner; and as Mr.LucAs wrote
down, at the time, the information
which he obtained, he was foon pof-
fefled of {uch an account of Fezzan,
Bornou, and Nigritia, efpecially of the
two former, as much diminithed the
chagrin of his own difappointment.

One afternoon, as they fat together
on the cuftomary hill, they were fud-
denly difturbed by the loud fcreams and

difmal
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difmal howlings of all the women of
Mefurata—a mode of alarming and col-
le¢ting the men, which is always prac-
tifed among the Arabs, on the approach
of thieves, or of an invading enemy.

In a few minutes the townf{men were
under arms, and together with the She-
reef Fouwad, the other Fezzaners, and
Mr. Lucas’s Black, went haftily on to
the place where the Rebels were faid to
have appeared :—there they found that
the women had been deceived. It{eems
an afs had ftrayed into a field of barley;
and as the owner of the corn, who was
armed, and happened to pafs by at the
time, went into the field to drive out the
animal, the women miftook him for one
of the Rebels, and conceiving that many
more were concealed, (for they often
come down from the mountains to fteal
the cattle) had given the ufual alarm.

1 In
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In a few minutes, Mr. Lucas and the
old Shereef, who had both continued on
the hill, obferved the Fezzaners coming
fulkily back, and curfing the women for
fo foolith adifturbance, whilit the town{-
men, on the contrary, fired their pieces,
and rejoiced in their difappointment
as much as if they had conquered an
army.

A few days afterwards, a fecond alarm
was given, and with much more reafon
than the firft; for a party of the Rebel
Arabs, {fome on horfeback, and others
on foot, had fuddenly appeared within
two miles of the town, and after killing
two herdfmen, and feizing three Black

flaves, their affiftants, had carried off
fixty goats, fourteen cows, and three ca-
mels.

The attack was made at a time when
moit
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moft of the townfmen were at the mar-
ket, which is held at the diftance of
three miles from Mefurata; and to add
to their indighation, it was made in a
place which hitherto had been deemed
inviolable; forthe land on which the cat-
tle were feeding was confidered as under
the immediate protection of a departed
Saint, whofe remains were buried there,
and whofe fanctuary, it was thought, no
Muflfelman, however accuftomed to rob-
bery andblood, could ventureto profane.

March r3th. Letters by exprefs from
the camp were now rcceived by the Go-
vernor, which announced, that in con-
fequence of the Bey’s having entered
the country of the Rebels, and turned
his cattle to pafture in their corn, an
€ngagement, which {foon became gene-
ral, had enfued ; that after a lofs of 150
men, the Rebelshad retired to themoun-

12 tains
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tains; and that the Bey, at the expence
in killed and wounded, of not more than
twenty-fix horfe and feventy or eighty
foot, had obtained pofleflion of ten or
twelve thoufand fheep, and of three
hundred camels.

Mr. Lucas congratulated the Gover-
nor on the victory, who thanked him;
but I fear,” faid he, fhaking his head,
“ that the news requires confirmation.
There was a time, indeed, when the peo-
ple of Tripoli knew how to conquer,
and the Arabs to tremble at the fight of
an encampment.,”

March 15th. On the next day but one,
accounts were brought by different per-
fons who arrived from the camp, that
there had indeed been a fkirmifh, in their
relation of which they varied much from
cach other; but they all agreed that the

Bey
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Bey had loft the greater number of men,
and that the only cattle which he had
obtained, were a few camels and fome

theep that the i’crégglin g parties from the
camp had feized.

Wearied with fruitlefs expectations of
a peace, difappointed in their expedi-
ents,’and warned by the increafing heat,
that the feafon for a journey to Fezzan
was already paft, the Shereefs now re-

folved to proceed to the intended places
of their Summer refidence.

The Shercef Fouwad retired to Wa-
dan, his native town; and the Shereef
Imhammed, with tears in his eyes, and
an earneft prayer that he might f{ee his
friend Mr. Lucas again in November,
retired to the mountains, where he had
many acquaintance, and could live at a
fmall expence.

13 March
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March 20th. A few days afterwards,
Mr. Lucas took leave of the Governor,
to whofe civilities he had been much in-
debted, and having accompanied a {fmall
caravan as far as Lebida, embarked in a
coafting veflel at the neighbouring vil-
lage of Legatah, and went by fea to Tri-
poli, where the Bafhaw, upon whom he
waited, and to whom with many ac-
knowledgments he returned the mule,
not only received him with great kind-
nefs, but exprefled his hope that better
fortune would attend him another year,

April 6th. From Tripoli he failed for
Malta, and after a tedious quarantine,
which the {ufpicion of the plague at
Mefurata had much prolonged, he took
his departure for Marfeilles, and on the
26th of July arrived in England.

INTRO-



INTRODUCTION

CHAPTER 1V.

AN account has already been given of
the opportunity which the length of
his refidence in Mefurata afforded to Mr.
Lucas, of obtaining from the Shereef
Imhammed a defcription of the King-
dom of Fezzan, and of fuch of the coun-
tries beyond it to the South as the She-
reef himfelf had vifited.

But though this intelligent ftranger
had no difcoverable motive for decep-
tion, yet as the folitary evidence of any
individual excites but a dubious belief,
Mr. Lucas was anxious to learn from

I4 the
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“the Governor of Mefurata, who had for-
merly travelled to Fezzan, his idea of
the truth of the Narrative. With this
view he afked and received the Gover-
nor’s permiflion to read to him the me-
morandums that the repeated converfa-
tions of Imhammed had enabled him to
make,

“ The Shereef’s Account of Fezzan,”
faid the Governor,* my own knowledge
confirms; and many of the particulars
which he relates of Bornou and Cafhna
1 have heard from the report of others.
His countrymen fay that he is better ac-
quainted with both than any other in-
dividual among them; and fuch is the
opinion which the King himfelf enter-
tains of his probity, knowledge, and ta-
Jenits, that to his management 1is always
entrufted whatever bufinefs in either of

thofe
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‘thofe empires his Sovereign has to tran-

bast.”

But while Mr. Lucas, with a prudent
and laudable caution, was thus endea-
vouring to afcertain the truth of the
Shereef’s account, another, and perhaps
more decifive teft of its value was fortu-
nately obtained in England.—For, be-
fore the return of Mr. Lucas, or the
arrival of his papers, the Committee of
the Affociation, affifted by Mr. Dobs-
woRTH, (whofe refidence of fourteen
years in Barbary had given him a com-
petent knowledge of Arabic) had pro-
cured from Ben Alli, a native of Moroc-
co, at that time in London, an account
of all thofe countries to the South of the
Defart of Zahara, which, in the courfe
of his extenfive Travels as a Merchant,
he had formerly vifited: and though his
remarks appear to be thofe of a fuperfi-

cial
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cial Obferver, who poflefles aétivity of
{pirit rather than energy of mind, and
whofe remembrance of what he faw is
impaired by the lapfe of near twenty
years; yet, (as will be {feen in the follow=
ing pages)the general conformity of his
defcription of Bornou to that which the
Shereef has given, has an obvious ten-
dency to ftrengthen the credit of the
latter.

This thort account of the nature of the
only external evidence that has yet been
obtainedin fupportofthe following Nar-
rative, feemed to be due from the Com-
mittee; butinwhat degree that evidence
is impreflive of belief, or what internal
marks of authenticity the Work itfelf
may afford, the judgment of others muit
decide; for on thefe points, it is evident
that each individual muft determine for
himfelf. In forming his opinion, how=

cver,



COMMUNICATIONS. I23

ever, it is requifite he thould know, that
while the moft anxious attention has
been given to the faithful prefervation
of the fenfe of the Original, an entire
change has been made in its language
and arrangement ;.a change which, the
obvious advantage of methodizing con-
verfations, as defultory as they were nu-
merous, of feparating the blended ac-
counts of unconnected objects, and of
unitingavariety of broken and detached
defcriptions of the fame thing, has una-
voidably occafioned.

CHAPTER






CHAPTER 1V.

Rout from Mefurata. --- Enumeration of the
principal Towns of Fezzan---Account of its
Climate and principal produttions--- Defcrip-
tion of the Manners, Religion, and Govern-
ment of its People, their Revenue, Adminifiraa
tion of fuftice, and Military Force.

F EZZ AN, whofe {mall and circular do-
main is placed in the vaft Wildernefs,
as an ifland in the midft of the ocean, is
fituated to the South of Mefurata. A
journey of eight days, through diftricts
but little inhabited or improved, though
naturally not unfertile, conducts the
Traveller to the town of Wadan, where

every
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every requifite for the refrefhment of
the caravan is found.—From thence, in
five hours, he arrives at the forlorn vil-
lage of Houn, on the edge of the Defart
of Soudah, n whofe black and obdurate
foil, the bafis of which is a foft ftone, no
vegetable but the Talk is feen to grow.
To this tree, which is of the fize of the
fmall Olive, and bears a {prig of yellow
flowers, the hufbandman of Fezzan is
indebted for the hard and lemon-colour-
ed wood of which he forms the handles
of his tools, and the frames of his larger
inftruments. Having crofled the Defart,
which furnithes no water, and for the
paflage of which four days are requifite,
the Traveller accepts the refrefhments
of a miferable village that affords him
nothing but dates of the worft quality,
fome brackifh water, and a {fmall fupply
of Indian corn, of the {pecies called Gaf=
fob. FromZéghen, by which name the

village
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village is diftinguifhed, a fingle day con-
duéts him to the town of Sebbah, where
the large remains of an antient caftle,
built upon a hill, and other venerable
ruins, that in point of extent are com-
pared to thofe of Lebida, imprefs on his
mind the melancholy idea of departed
greatnefs; while, on the other hand,
the humble dwellings of the modern in-
habitants, and the rich vegetation of
their neighbouring fields, prefent tohis
eye an ample {tore of all thatis requifite
for the fuftenance of man.—Dates, bar-
ley, Indian corn, pompions, cucumbers,
fig trees, pomegranates, and apricots,
and for meaner purpofes, the white
thorn and Spanifh broom are defcribed
as but a part of the numerous vegeta-
bles that reward the induftry of the peo-
ple. The animals in which they moft
abound are {aid to be the common fow],

and
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and the brown long-haired and broad-
tailed {theep.

From Sebbah a journey of two days
tran{ports the Traveller to Goddoua, a
fmall town of {imilar produce ; and from
thence, in two days more, he arrives at
Mourzouk, the capital of the kingdom
of Fezzan.

This city* is furrounded by a high
wall,which not only furnifhes themeans

of

#* The capital of Fezzan is fituated on the banks of a
fmall river, and is alfo fupplied with water from a multitude

of fprings and wells,

Being formerly built with ftone, it flill retains the appel=
lation of a Chriftian Town; and the medley which it pre-
fents to the eye, of the vaft ruins of antient buildings, and
of the humble cottages of earth and fand that form the
dwellings of its prefent Arab inhabitants, is fingulaily gro-
tefque and ftrange.

Ben Arrr,
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of defence, but affords to the Govern-
ment an opportunity of colle€ting, at its -
three gates, a tax on all goods (though
provifions are exempted) that are
brought for the fupply of its people.
Its diftance from Meflurata, which bor-
ders on the coaft, and with refpect to
which its fituation is nearly South, is
about* 3go miles,

Eaftward of Mourzouk, and fituated
in a diftri¢t of remarkable fertility, is
K the

B YA O Y S T T

® [n this eftimate of diffance, the rate of travelling is fup-
pofed to be twenty-two miles per day:—a conclufion that
arifes from the time that was employed by Mr. Luc as in tra-
velling from Tripali to Mefurata; for in that journcy of 150
miles, feven days were confumed; and though the caravan
was detained for a few hours on the fea toaft, and was em-
Ployed during four more in paffing ts and from the tentsf the
Arab, yet thefe loffes were probably compenfated by the extra=
ordinary difpatch with which, in confequence of their fears,
the greatefl part of their journey was perfarmeds
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the town of Zuéela, in which the rem-
" nants of antient buildings, the number
and fize of the cifterns, and the conftruc-
tion of the vaulted caves, intended per-
haps as repofitories for corn, exhibit
fuch veftiges of antient fplendour, as
will probably attract, and may highly
reward the attention of the future Tra-
veller.

To the South of Zuéela, and nearly at
the {ame diftance from the capital, is the
town of Jermah, which, like Zuéela, is
diftinguifhed by the numerous herds,
efpecially of fheep and goats, that are
feen around it; by the various and
abundant produce of its adjacent fields;
and by numerous and majeftic ruins,
that exhibit to the ignorant inhabitants
of its clay-built cottages infcriptions of
which they know not the meaning, and

veftiges
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veftiges of greatnefs to which they are
perfectly indifferent.

Teflouwa, a confiderable town, is alfo
fituated to the Eaftward of the capital;
but feems to have no claim to particular
attention. Near thistown, ariver which
the Shereef defcribes as overwhelmed
" in the moving fands, but which he re-
members a deep and rapid ftream, had
formerly its courfe.

More remote from Mourzouk, being
diftant from itin a N. E.direction, about
120 miles, is the large town of Temmif-
fa. Here the caravan of Pilgrims from
Bornou and Nigritia, which takes its
departure from Mourzouk, and travels
by the way of Cairo to Mecca, ufually
provides the ftores of corn and dates,
and dried meat, that are requifite for its
dreary paffage,

K 2 S. E,
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S.E. from the capital, and diftant from
it about fixty miles, is the {fmall town of
Kattrén, which feems to be remarkable
for nothing but the quantity which it
breeds of the common fowl, and for the
abundant crops of Indian corn which
the neighbouring lands afford.

Very differently diftinguifhed is the
town,orrather the province, of Mendrah,
for though much of its land is a conti-
nued level of hard and barren {oil, the
quantity of Trona, a ipecies of foffil al-
kali that floats on the furface, or {ettles
on the banks of its numerous {moaking
lakes, has given it a higher importance
than that of the moft fertile diftricts.

Of this valuable produce great quan-
tities are annually brought by the Mer-
chants of Fezzan to Tripoli, from
whence it is fhipped for Turkey and

Tunis,
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Tunis, and the dominions of the Empe-
ror of Morecco. The people of the lat-
ter emplov it asan ingredient in the red
dye of the leather, for which they are
famous, and in that of the woollen caps
that are worn by the Arabs and the
Moors as the bafis of their turbans.

The {ituation of Mendrah is nearly
South from the capital, and is diftant
from it about {ixty miles.

'To the account that has been given of
the principal towns of Fezzan, that of
Tegérhy alone remains to be added. It
is but a fmall town, is fituated S. W. of
the capital, about eighty miles, and col-
lects from its lands but little other pro-
duce than dates and Indian corn. The
territory of Fezzan, to the Weftward of
the capital, appears to extend but a little
Way; foron that fide, the {fullen barren-

K3 nefs
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nefs of the Defart, more effe¢tually than
the ftrongeft human power, prefcribes
a limit to the purfuits of Avarice and to
the efforts of Ambition.

Of the fmaller towns of Fezzan, and
of its fcattered villages, the number of
which, including that of the towns, is
{aid to be little lefs than one hundred,
the Shereef has given no particular de-
{cription.

The towns themfelves appear to be
chiefly inhabited by hufbandmen and
fhepherds; for, though theyalfo contain
the Merchants, the Artificers, the Mi-
nifters of Religion, and the Officers of
the Executive Government; yet, the bu-
{inefs of agriculture and pafturage feems
to be the principal occupation of the
natives of Fezzan.

In
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In every town a market for butcher’s
meat, and corn, and fruit, and garden
vegetables, is regularly held. Mutton
and goats fleth are {old by the quarter,
without being weighed : the ufual price
of a quarter of a goat or theep is from
thirty-two to forty grains of gold duft,
or from four to five fhillings of Englifth
money. The flefh of the camel, which
is much more highly valued, is com-
monly {old at adearer rate, and isdivided
into fmaller lots.

The houfes, like thofe of the little
villages in the neighbourhood of Tri-
poli, are built of clay, and are covered
with a flat roof, that is compofed of the
boughs and branches of trees, on which
a quantity of earth is laid. Inartificial
and defective as this covering appears,
it is fuited to the climate: for as rain is
never known in Fezzan, the principal

- 4 requifites
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requifites of a roof are fhelter from the
dews, and protection from the fun.

The heats of the Summer, which be-
gins in April and continues till Novem-
ber, are {o intenfe, that, from nine in the
morning till fun-fet, the ftreets are fre-
quented only by the lahouring people,
and even in the houfes refpiration would
be difficult, if the expedient of wetting
the apartments did not furnith its falu-
tary aid. Of this torrid clime the fierce-
nefs is chiefly felt from the month of
May to the latter end of Auguft; during
which period, the courfe of the wind is
ufually from the E. the S. E. the S. or
the S. W.andthough from the twolatter
points it blows with violence, the heatis
often fuch as to threaten inftant fuffo-
cation : but if it happens to change, as,
for a few days; it fometimes does, to the

W,
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W.or N. W. areviving frethnefs im-
mediately {ucceeds.

The drefs of the inhabitants of Fez-
zan is fimilar to that of the Moors of
Barbary. The immediate covering of
the body confifts of a pair of large trow-
fers, of linen or cloth, which defcends
to the fmall of the leg, and of a fhirt,
which i1s wide in the {leeves, but loofe
at the breaft, and the fkirts of which
hang over and conceal the upper part
of the trowfers. Next to the fhirt is
worn a kind of waiftcoat, which in fhape
refembles the fhirt, except that it hasno
{leeves, and that it reaches no lower than
the waift; and to the waiftcoat is fuper-
added a jacket, with tight {leeves which
extend to the wrift, but which are left
unbuttoned and open from the wrift al-
moft to the elbow. Thus fartheir drefs
may be faid to be fimilar to that of a

Britifh
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Britifh {feaman, its colour excepted, and
except tco, that the fhirt is not open at
the breaft, that the waiftcoat is not faft-
ened with buttons, but is put on like the
ihirt, and that the bottom of the fhirt
hangs down on the outfide of the trow-
{ers.

Over the jacket is worn a loofe robe,
which reaches below the knee, and the
fleeves of which, though wider than
thofe of the jacket, are made in the fame
form, and, like them, are left open at the
wriit.

A girdle of crimfon filk binds the robe
to the waift; and a long cloth (called a
barakan or alhaique) of the fhape of a
Highlander’s plaid, and worn in the fame
way, is thrown over the whole. The
legs, as far as the calves, to which the

trow{ers
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trow{ers defcend, arecovered with a kind
of thort ftockings, which are made of
leather, and are laced like the half boot
of an Englithman. The feet are accom-
modated with {lippers; and the head is
protected by a red woollen cap, which is
incircled by the folds of a filk or mu{lin
turban.

Ample as this cloathing may appear,
the farther provifion of a long cloak
with a large hood is often confidered as
requifite. It is called a burnoofe, and in
fine weather is ufually carried on the
thoulder.

Such, when complete, isthedrefs of the
inhabitants of Fezzan. But in the Sum-
mer months thecommon people have no
other covering than the drawers, which
decency requires; and the caps, which
protect their heads from the immediate

action
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attion of the fun; for in other refpeéts
their bodies are completely naked.

Nature and cuftom have formed their
conftitutions to fuch high degrees of
heat, that any approach to the common
temperamentof Europe entirely deftroys
their comfort; for Mr. L.ucas often ob-
ferved, in his journey to Mefurata, that
when the fcorching heat of the noon-day
beams had compelled him to feek the
fhade, his fellow-traveliers, efpecially if
the wind was in the North, laid them-
{felves down, upon the {and in the open
fun, in order to receive a double portion
of its warmth; and when, as their cuf-
tom was, they enquiredafter his health,
they, almoft always, concluded with the
expreflion,  Heack m'andick berd,” we
hope you are not cold.

The difeafes that are moft frequentin
Fezzan
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Fezzan are thofe of the inflammatory,
and thofe of the putrid kind.

The {mall-pox is common among the
inhabitants; violent head-achs attack
them in the Summer; and they are often
affli¢ted with rheumatic pains.

Their old women are their principal
phyficians. For pains in the head they
prefcribe cupping and bleeding; for
pains in the limbs they {end their pati-
ents to bathe in the hot lakes, which pro-
duce the trona; and for obftinate achs
and ftrains, and long continued fliffnefs
in the mufcles, they have recourfe, like
the horfe-doctors of Europe and the
phyficians of Barbary, to the application
of a burning iron.

The ufe of the firongeft oils, and of
the
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the moft powerful herbs, isalfo frequent
among them.

To the nature of their climate the
greateft part of their difeafes is probably
owing; and to this caufe they are cer-
tainly indebted for the extraordinary
multitude of noxious and of loathfome
animals that infeft their country. Ad-
ders, {nakes, fcorpions, and toads, are
the conftant inhabitants of their fields,
their gardens, and their houfes. The
air is crowded with mofquitos; and per-
fons of every rank areover-run with all
the different kindsof vermin that attack
the beggars of Europe; and though in
the Summer the fleas intirely difappear,
the inhabitants are f{carcely fenfible of
relief.

In their perfons, the natives of Fez-
Zan
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zan incline to the Negro much more
than to the Arab caft. Thofe who tra-
velled with Mr. Lucas from Tripoli to
Mefurata, and who were fourteen in
number, had fhort curly black hair,
thick lips, flat broad nofes, and a dark#*
ikin, which, either from their habitual
naftinefs, the vermin with which they
are covered, or the natural ranknefs of
their perfpiration, emits the moft nau-
feous and fetid effluvia. They are tall,
but not ftrong ; well thaped, yet indolent,
inactive, and weak ; and though the She-
reef Fouwad is defcribed as majeftic in
his appearance, yet his countrymen, in
general, are confidered at Tripoli as a
people of remarkable uglinefs.

In

* The people are of a deep {warthy complexion.
Ben ALLIL
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In their common intercourfe with each
other all diftinétions of rank appear to
be forgotten; for the Shereef and the
loweft plebean, the rich and the poor,
the mafter and the man, converfe fami-
liarly, and eat and drink together. Ge-
nerous and eminently hofpitable, the
Fezzaner, let his fare be {canty or abun-
dant, is ever defirous that others thould
partake of his meal; and if twenty peo-
ple thould unexpectedly vifit his dwell-
ing, they muft all participate as far as it

will go.

When they fettle theirmoney tranfac~
tions, they {quat down upon the ground,
and having levelled a {pot with their
hands, make dots as they reckon; and if
they findthemfelves wrong, they imooth
the{potagain, and repeat the calculation.
All this time the by-ftanders, though
they have nothing to do with the bufi-

nefs,
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nefs, are as eager to put in their word,
and to correét miftakes, as if the affair
were their own. Even in common con-
verfation, if they fit without doors, they
level the fand inorder togo on with their
difcourfe, and at every fentence mark it
with their fingers.

An extenfive plain, encompafled by
mountains, the irregular circle of which
is interrupted on the Weft, where it
feems to communicate with the Defart,
compofestheKingdomof Fezzan. Tothe
influence of the neighbouring heights
it may poflibly be owing, that in Fezzan,
as in the Upper Egypt, the fituation of
which is extremely fimilar, no rain is
ever known to fall.

A light fand conftitutes the general
foil; and fand hills of various forms are
feen in particular diftrits; but though

L the



140 MR. LUCAS’s

character of the furface and the drynefs
of the Heavens may feem to announce
an eternal fterility, yet the {prings are {o
abundant, and fo ample a ftore of {ub-
terraneous water is fupplied by the ad-
jacent heights, that few regions in the
North of Africa exhibita richer vegeta~-
tion. From wells of eight or ten feet
deep, with feveral of which every gar-
den and every field are furnifhed, the
hufbandman waters, at fun-rife, the na-
tural or artificial produétions of his land.
Of thefe the principal are,

The Talk, a tree that in fize refem-
bles the {imall Olive. It flowers in yel-
low {prigs, and fupplies the hard and
lemon-coloured wood, from which the
handles and frames of the Fezzanner’s
inftruments of hufbandry are made:

The White Thorn:
A kind
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A kind of bruthwood that refembles
the Spanifh broom:

The Date tree, which is common:

The Olive and the Lime, which are de-
{cribed as {carce; the Apricot, the Po-
megranate, and the Fig:

Indian corn and barley, the two fa-

vourite objects of the Fezzanner’s culti-
vation:

Wheat, of which but little is raifed:

Pompions or calabafh, carrots, cucum-
bers, onions, and garlick.

Of the fame animals that are raifed in
Fezzan, the Shereef enumerates,

Lo The
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The Sheep, which is defcribed as of a
light brown colour; as having a broad
tail, and as cloathed with a {pecies of
hair rather than of wool:

The Cow, which does not {feem to be
common, except in a few diftricts in
which the pafture is excellent:

The Goat, and the Camel:

A {pecies of the domeftic fowl of Eu-

rope.
The wi/d animals of the country are,
The Oftrich:

Antelopes of various kinds, one of
which is called the Huadee, and4s cele-
brated for the fingular addrefs with
which, when chafed by the hunteramidit

1ts
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its craggy heights, it plunges from the
precipice, and lighting on its hams,with-
out danger of purfuit, continues till
evening in the vale below:

A fpeciesof deer of a fmaller fize than
the common park deer of England. Its
head, neck, and back, are of a brownifh
red; and a pale ftreak of the fame colour,
running on a white ground, iscontinued
on each fide from the haunch to the
hoof: the reft of the body is of a clear
and delicate white. Such, if the Fez-
zanners are to be credited, is the clean-
linefs of its temper, or fuch, more pro-
bably, is its diflike to the chill of a wa-
tery foil, that during the autumnal rains,
which fall in the Defarts of Zahara,
where it chiefly inhabits, no traces of
its lying down have ever yet been feen.
In the ftillnefs of the night it often ven-
turesto the corn fields of Fezzan, where,

L3 n
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in traps prepared for the purpofe, it is
fometimes taken.

The food of the lower clafles of the peo-
ple confifts of the flour of Indian corn,
feafoned with oil; of dates, apricots, and
pomegranates, and of calabafhes, cu-
cumbers, and garden roots,

Perfons of a fuperior rank are alfo fup-
plied with wheat bread, which is baked
in their own houfes; with mutton, goats
flefh, the fleth of the camel, and that of
the antelope; and with a great variety
of fruits, and of garden vegetables,

Fezzan produces a {ufliciency of falt
for the confumption of its own inhabi-
‘tants.

The water in general has a mineral
tafte; yet fome of the {fprings are pure:
but
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but the favourite beverage confifts of a
liquor which thedatetree, like the palm,
affords. At firft it poflefles the mild fla-
vour and cooling quality of orgeat; but
acquires, when fermented, an acclcent
tafte and intoxicating ftrength that are
ftill more highly valued.

+ To the palm the lofs of {o large a pro-
portion of its {ap is generally fatal; but
the hardier date tree recovers from its
wound, and in the courf{c of two or three
years regains its former health.

In their Religion the people of Fezzan
are rigid Mahometans ; not intolerant
to the opinions of others, but {tri¢t and
fuperititious in the obfervance of their

own.

The Government of Fezzan is purely
monarchical; butits powers, which feem
L 4 to
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to be reftri¢ted by the influence of opi-
nion, are adminiftered with {fuch pater-
nal regard to the happinefs of the people,
the rights of property are {o much re-
vered, the taxes are fo moderate, and the
courfe of juftice is direted by fo firm,
‘and yet fo temperate a hand, that the
inhabitants of Fezzan (as far as judge-
ment can be formed from the feelings of
thofe who travelled with Mr. Lucas)

are affectionately and ardently attached
to their Sovereign.*

The

* Ta thefe fentiments of conflant regard and of deep vene-
ration for their King, his acknowledged defcent from the Pro-
phet has undoubtedly contributed : for fuch, if united to the
temporal power, is the effec? of this claim to religious autho-
rity, that in Moracco, when in the hour of bis wrath the
Jword of the Emperor is drawn, the fubmiffive Vidlims whom
chance or official attendance on the Court prefents to bis fury,

Sretch forth their necks with filent and humble acquicfeence 3
perfeitly convinced that the flroke of death, when given by fo
Jacred a hand, is an inflant admiffion to Paradife,
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The prefent King, Mohammed Ben
Mohammed, is defcended from one of
the Shereefs of Tafilet, in the kingdom
of Morocco, who was related to the Re-
gal Family of that empire, and who, a-
bout 400 years fince, obtained pofifeflion
of the Crown of Fezzan.

From that period to the middle of the
prefent century, the kingdom maintain-
ed its Independence; but at the latter
eera, the Bathaw of Tripoli invaded it
with a powerful force, laid fiege to the
capital, defeated, and took the King cap-
tive, and carried him a prifoner to Tri-
poli. For two years the unfortunate Mo-
narch was detained in bondage, but at
the end of that period, on the condition
of an annual tribute of fifty {laves and
ten pounds of gold duft, the Bathaw re-
ftored him to his Crown.

Till
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Till the acceffion of the prefent ling
of Fezzan, this tribute was faithfully
tranfinitted. But the reigning Sovereign,
confcious of the declining power of Tri-
poli, and of the internal ftrength which
the affection and confidence of his peo-
ple had given to his Kingdom, has gra-
dually diminifthed the amount, and al-
tered the nature of the acknowledge-
ment; for it now confifts in anoccafional
prefent of a few ilaves, and of a pound
or two of gold duft, and is rather the
compliment of a trading State to the
Kingdom in which its principal com-
modities are {old, than a proof of poli-
tical dependence. Still, however, the
expreflion of my Kingdom of Fezzan is
in frequent ufe with the reigning Bathaw
of Tripoli, who is the grandfon of the
Conqueror; nor has the dependence of

the
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the former State on the latter been ever
direétly renounced.*

In Fezzan, asin all the Countries in
which the Mahometan Faith is eftablith-
ed, the defcendants of the Prophet are
confidered as a diftinct and highly pri-
vileged order. Their property is facred;
their perfons are mviolable; and while
the colour of their turbans, and the re-
vered title of Shereef, announce to the
people the auguft dignity which they
bear, they derive fromthe hereditary na-
ture of their privileges a high degree of

permanent influence, and fometimes of
dangerous power.§

Among

* When L was at Fezzan, about twen ¥y yeais ago, the
aftual government was committed to an Alcaid, who re-
ceived his annual appointment from the Bathaw of Tripoli.

Brn ArLL
L In Morccco, as in Fezzan, the Founder of the reigning

JSamily was indebted for the diadem to the refpect and reverence
which the title of Sherecf beflows.
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Among the privileges of their rank
may be numbered an exemption from
certain punifhments, and that{ortof ge-
neral indulgence which the prevalent
dread of fhedding the blood of the Pro-
phet unavoidably creates.

To thefe circumftances of diftinction
itis owing that, like the Nobility of other
States, they are fometimes {ubjected to,
and feel a particular apprehenfion of the
penalty of difhonour, efpecially that of
having duft thrown upon their heads.

But great as the privileges of this high
order unqueftionably are, theindividuals
who compofe it have no union or gene-
ral concert with each other; for neither
in contefts for power, nor in refiftance
to oppreflion, do they ever act as a body,

Some of the clafs are devoted to the
indolence
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indolence of a religious life; buta larger
proportion is engaged in the active con=
cerns and progreflive purfuits of com-
merce: for, in general, the defcendants
of Mahomet, following the example of
their great anceftor, are either Princes or
Merchants.

The Revenue of Fezzan is compofed of
a variety of branches, the principal of
which are,

1ft, A tax on towns and villages, at
the rate of from 100 to o0 mitkals each.
Thenumber of towns and villages is efti-
mated at 100; and the value of a mitkal
at about ten fhillings Englith: confe-
quently, the tax on each town and vil-
lage is from gol. to asol. fterling.

2d, A tax on every camel’s load of
8oods (provifions for the market ex-
' cepted)
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cepted) which enters the capital. The
rate of this impoit is one mitkal, or ten
thillings Englifth, per load.

3d, The fines that are inflited as
punifhments for offences.

4th, The produce of fuch lands as, on
the deathof the poffeffors, without heirs,
efcheat to the Crown.

sth, A {mall tax upon all gardens and
date trees.

To thefe {everal branches of revenue
may be added, as another {ource of con-
fiderableincome, the commerce in which
the King is engaged; for he feems, ef-
pecially in the articles of trona and {fen-
na, to be the principal Merchant in the
kingdom.

Gold
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Gold duft conftitutes in Fezzan the
chief medium of payment; and value
in that medium is always exprefled by
weight.

Their common meafures of weight,
and confequently of value, are,

The xarobe (or harrobe) the weight
of which is four grains, and which ex-
prefles the value of thirty-three piaftres
of Tripoli, or 6d. fterling.

The mitkal, the weight of which is
eighty-one grains, and which exprefies
the value of 668% Tripoli piaftres, or
108. 13d.

A fingle grain therefore is equal in
value to 1.d.

In the choice of the firft of thefe mea-

fures,
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fures, the xarobe, they fecm to have
been influenced by the difcovery, 1,
That four grains is the ufual weight of
ahard and durableberry,* which is called
habbat ell goreth; and 2dly, That half
that weight, two grains, is the weight
of another and moft beautiful berry,
which is brought from Nigritia, and to
which, from its {carlet colour, and the
black ftroke that ornaments one of its
ends, they have given the name of eyne-
deeka, or the cock’s eye. Thefe berries
are therefore employed as the common
weights for gold duft in Fezzan; for the
xarobe and the mitkal have only an ideal

exiftence.

But for the greater convenience of ex-
change,

i W

* From the appearance of the Juppafed berries, there is
reafon to fufpedd that they beling 1o the clafs of leguminous
plants, and are in facl twa fpecies of peafe.
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change, the Merchants of Fezzan are
generally furnithed with fmall papers
of gold duft, of different values, from
that of two xarobes, or one fhilling, to

fuch an amount as their bufinefs is likely
to require.

If the value of the article to be pur-
chafed is lefs than two xarobes, the pay-
ment is generally made in corn or flour.
Thus the {fmaller articles of provifions,

as eggs, onions, &c. are generally pur-
¢hafed by a proportionable value in corn,

M TABLE.
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TABLE.

e e s

One grain (in weight) of gold 7 piaftres of Tripoli,
is equalto - - - - { 1:d. fterfing.
1 xarobe of Fezzan,
Four grains ditto are equal to < 33 piaftres of Tripoli,
6d. fterling.

2 xarobes of Fezzan,
Eight grains ditto are equal to If’ﬁ piaftres of Tripoli,

{_1 s. fterling.

¥ 1 mitkal (an imaginary
Twenty xarobes, or eighty coin of Fezzan)
grains, are equal to - - L666 piaftres of Tripoli,

108, fterling.

In

* Inthe neighbourhood of Tombuctou a gold mitgan is
worth about 10s, 6d. fterling.

Bew Arrr,
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In this view of the currency of Fez-
zan, the {mall fractions that would be

requifite to render it perfetly accurate
are omitted.

A mitkal is 675 piaftres of Tripoli, or
a fraction more than 1o0s. 17d. fterling,
and confequently it exceeds, by a frac-
tion, the amount of 20 Xarobes.

The grains of Fezzan are of the fame

* weight as in England, but the okea, or
ounce of Fezzan, is very different, for it
contains 640 grains; whereas the Englith
M 2 ounce

——— e

* Mr. Lucas found by his medicine feales, that the pea
called habbat ell gorethy which is ufed in Fezzan Jor a weight
of four grains, is exallly equal to four grains Englifb,

In Engiand one grain of gold is worth 2d.—one pennys
weight is worth 4s.—and one ounce is warth 4l. Slerling.

Rees’s Edition of Chambers’s Didtionary, Article ¢ GoLp,"
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ounce contains but 480, which is a fourh
lefs,

A Fezzan ounce of gold therefore, or
640 grains, at 17d. per grain, muft be
worth in Fezzan 4l.

And an Englifh ounce of gold, or 480
grains, at 17d. per grain, muft be worth
in Fezzan 3l.

Amohg the circumftances for which
the natives of Fezzan, who travelled
with Mr. Lucas, confidered their Sove-
reign as eminently diftinguifhed, they
often mentioned his juft and impartial,
but fevere and determined adminiftra-
tion of juftice; and as a proof of the af-
cendancy which, in this refpect, he has
acquired over the minds of his fubjects,
they defcribed the following cuftom :—

If any man has injured another, and re-
fufes
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fufes to go with him to the Jud ge, the
complainant, drawing a circle round the
oppreflor, folemnly charges him in the
King’s name, not to leave the place till
the Officers of Juftice, in fearch of whom
he is going, fhall arrive: and fuch (if
they are to be credited) is, on the one
hand, his fear of the punithment which
is infli¢ted on thofe who difobey the in-
junction, and {fo great, on the other, is
his dread of the perpetual banithment
which, if he {eeks his {afety by with-
drawing from the kingdom, muft bq his
inevitable lot, that this imaginary pri-
fon operates as a real confinement, and
the offender {fubmiflively waits the arri-
val of the Officers of the Judge,

Small offences are punifhed by theba-
ftinado: but thofe of a greater magni-
tude fubje&t the convict, according to

the different degrees of guilt, to the pe-
nalty
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nalty of a fine, of imprifonment, or of
death.——Shereefs, like the Nobility of
other States, are fometimes punifthed, as
was mentioned before, by the pain of dif-
honour; in which clafs of punifhments,
the moft dreaded, becaufe the moft re-
proachful, is theindignity of having duit
heaped upon their heads.

To theirinfulated and remote fituation,
and to their natural barrier of defolate
mountains and dreary waftes of {and,
much more than to military ftrength,
the people of Fezzan are indebted for
their fecurity.,

Trufting to this natural defence, their
towns are without guards, and, their ca-
pital excepted, are without walls; nor
have they any regular ftanding force;
yet. the Shereef conceives that 15 or
20,000 troops might, upon an emergen--

cYs
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cy, be raifed. The only expedition of a
military naturethat has happened within
his remembrance, was undertaken on
the following account :—

South-Eaft of the capital, at the dif-
tance of 150 miles, is a wide and {andy de-
fart, entirely barren, and opprefied with

.a fuffocating heat. Immediately beyond
this defart, the width of which is about
200 miles, the mountains of Tibefti, in-
habited by a wild and {favage people of
that name, begin to take their rife. Fe-
rocious in their manners, free-booters
in their principles, and fecure, as they
thought, inthe natural defences of their
fituation, thefe independent mountain-
eers became the terror of the caravans
which traded from Fezzan to Bornou,
and which are obliged to pafs the Weft-
ern extremity of the Defart. But at
length, having plundered a caravan

M 4 which
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which belonged to the King himfelf,
and having killed about twenty of his
people, their conduct provoked his re-
fentment, and determined him to re-
venge the infult. With this view he
immediately raifed a fmall army of from
3 to 4,000 men, the command of which
he gave to an able and active Magi/lrate,
announcing, by that appointment, that
he fent them, not to fubdue a refpeéta-
ble enemy, but to punifh an affemblage
of plunderersand affaffins. Having com-
pleated the difficult paflage of the de-
fart, and having gained the firft afcent
of the mountains, they proceeded with-
out oppofition, till at length the natives,
who waited in ambufh, ruthed upon
them, and with the bows and arrows,
and lances, with which they were armed,
began a furious affault: but the inftant
that the foremoft of the foldiers had
given their fire, the mountaineers, more

alarmed
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alarmed at the dreadful founds which
they heard, and at the imagined light-
ning which they faw, than terrified with
the flaughter that was made, threw down
their arms, and flying with great preci-
pitation, abandoned, to the mercy of the
victors, their houfes and their helplefs
inhabitants. The next morning, a de-
putation from the natives, of their prin-
cipal people arrived at the camp, with
humble intreaties that their wives and
children might be {pared, and an offer,
on that condition, to {ubmit to any terms
which the Alcaid fhould defire to im-
pofe. The Alcaid accordingly demand-
ed, and received, as hoftages for their
future conduct, twenty of their princi-
pal people, with whom, and with all the
plunder which the country afforded, he
returned in triumph to Fezzan. There
the King entertained them with kind-
nefs, and under a promife that their na-

tion
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tion thould acknowledge him as their
Sovereign, and thould annually pay to him
a tribute of twenty camel loads of {fenna,
made them valuable prefents ; and with
ftrong impreflions on their minds, of the
generous treatment which they had re-
ceived, {fent them back to Tibefti.

From that period no attempt to moleft
his caravans has beenmade by the moun-
taineers; and though they neither ac-
knowledge the King of Fezzan for their
S(J\fcrcign,_ nor pay him any tribute, yet
they bring the whole of their {fenna to
Mourzouk for fale, where it is purchafed
to great advantage by the King, and is
afterwards fold, on his account, at the
market of Tripoli.

Anoccafional vifit to the Courtof Fez-
zan is paid by their Chief, who 1s always
received with great hofpitality; and after

a re-
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a refidence of a few weeks, is difmifled,
with a prefent of a long robe.

The vales of Tibefti are fertile in corn,
and pafturage for cattle, of which they
have numerous herds, and are particu-
larly celebrated for their breed of camels,
which are efteemed the beft in Africa.
For this fertility they are indebted to the
water of the innumerable {prings that
amply compenfate for the want of rain,
which feldom, if ever, falls within the
limits of Tibefti.

Huts of the fimpleft conftruction (for
theyare formed of ftakes driven into the
ground in a circular arrangement, and
covered with the branches of trees and
brufhwood intermixed) compofe the
dwellings of the people.

In return for the fenna and the camels

which



172 MR LUCAS’s

which they fell in Fezzan, they bring
back coral, alhaiks, or barakans, Impe-
rial dollars, and brafs, from the two laft
of which articles they manufacture the
rings and bracelets which are worn by
their women,

Among the natives of Tibeftidifferent
religionsare profefled; for fomeof them
are Mahometans, and others continue
attached to their antient {yftem of Ido-
latry.

CHAPTER



CHAPTER V.

Mode of Travelling in Africa.

'THE mode of travelling in Africa is
fo conneéted with the commerce, and
therefore with the manners of its prin-
cipal nations, that without {fome know-
ledge of the former, a defcription of the
two latter cannot be clearly underitood.

In that divifion of Africa which lies
to the North of the Niger, the feafon for
travelling begins with the month of Oc-
tober, and terminates with the month of
March., During this period, the tempe-

rature
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rature of the air, though ftrongly affet-
ed by the degree of latitude, the eleva-
tion of the land, the diftance of the fea,
and the direction of the wind, is compa-
ratively cool; and in fome places, as in
the neighbourhood of Mount Atlas, and
on the Coafts of the Mediterranean, oc-
cafionally exhibits the phenomena of
an European Winter. At Tripoli, the
Thermometer is fometimes feen at the
4oth degree of Farenheit’s {cale ; and on
the 31{t of December,in the year 1788, it
was obferved, at nine in the morning, to
have fallen within four degrees of the
freezing point; a coldnefs that was fol-
lowed by a {light thower of fhow.

In all countries, the animals which
Nature and the attention of man have
provided for the conveyance of the Tra-
veller, and for the tranfit of his mer-
chandize, are fuited to the charatter of

the
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the foil, and to the fmoothnefs or ine-
quality of its furface. Of the foil of
Africa, to the North of the Niger, the
prevailing charaéteris fand; and though
in the neighbourhood of rivers, and in
all thofe diftri¢ts which receive from the
adjacent mountains, the advantage of
numerous {prings, the fand is blended
with a vegetable mould, yet the ground,
in general, is remarkably foft and dry.
In general, too, the furface of the land,
though in fome places broken by naked
rocks, and {welling, in others, to moun-
tains of confiderable magnitude, may be
regarded as comparatively level.

To fuch a country the camel is pecu-
liarly {uited; for his broad and tender
foot, which flides on a wet furface, and
Is injured by the refiftance of ftones, is
obferved to tread with perfe& fecurity
and eafe on the dry and yielding fanid:

and
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and while, from the {fame circumftances
inits ftructure, his hoof is incapable of
faftening, with any {trength, on the
ground of a fteep afcent, and furnifhes,
in a fhelving declivity, no folid or {uffi-
cient {fupport, hismovementon a {mooth
and level furface is fingularly firm and
fafe.

So remarkably exemplified in Africa
is that rule in the ceconomy of Nature
which fuits the beaft of burden to the
land which it inhabits, thatin the coun-
try which lies to the South-Weit of the
Niger, where the furface is mountain-
ous, and the ground is as ftony in fome
place, as it is wet and muddy in others,
no camels are found. Their place is fup-
plied by {mall horfes, afles, and mules.

The proper burthen for a camel va-
ries with its ftrength, which is very dif-
ferent



COMMUNICATIONS. 177

- e e

ferent in different {pecies of the animal.
In the dominions of Tripoli, a common
load is from three to four hundred
weight ; and the medium expence of the
conveyance for each hundred appears to
be one farthing per mile.

The ufual rate of travelling is three
miles in the hour, and the number of
hours that are actually employed on the
rout, exclufive of thofe which are allot-
ted to refrefhment, is feldom more than
feven or eight in a day. Of the num-
ber of days which are confumed on a
long journey, many are devoted to the
purpofe of occafional trade; to that of
recruiting the ftrength of the camels,
and to that of procuring additional ftores
of provifions and of water; for in all
fuch places as are able to fur ith a fup-
Ply of provifions (which are generally
Places of confiderable population, and

N there
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therefore of fome traffic) the ftay of the
caravan is feldom lefs than twodays, and
is often prolonged to more.

Thegeneral food of the camelsis fuch
only astheir nightly pafture affords ; and
is often confined to the hard and thorny
fhrubs of the Defart, where a {ullen ve-
getation is created by the rains of the
Winter, and upheld by the dews that
defcend in copious abundance through
all the remainder of the year.

Of the drivers and fervants of the ca-
ravan, the cuftomary food confifts of the
milk of the camels, with a few dates, to-
gether with the meal of barley or Indian
corn, which is {fometimes feafoned with
oil, while the Merchant fuperadds, for
his own ufe, the dried flefh of the camel,
or of fheep, and concludes his repaft
with coffee.

Water
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Water is drawn from the wells in lea-
ther buckets, that form a part of the
travelling equipage of the caravan, and
is carried in the fkins of goats, through
which, however, though tarred within
and without, it is often exhaled by the
heat of the noon-day fun.

A particular mode of eafy conveyarce
is provided for the women and children,
and for perfons oppreffed with infirmity
orillnefs. Six oreight camels are yoked
together in a row, and a number of tent
Poles are placed in parallel lines upon
their backs: thefe are covered with car-
pets; and bags of corn are fuperadded to
bring the floor to a level, as well as to
{often the harfhnefs of the camel’s move-
ment: other carpets are then {pread, and
the traveller fits or lies down, with as

mmuch convenience as if he refted on a
couch,

N 2 The
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The Defart (a term of the fame mean-
ing with its Arabicname of Zahara) may
be faid, like the ocean, to conneét the
very nations which it feems to feparate;
for, in comparifon with the woods and
morafles of America, it furnifthes the
Merchant with an eafy and convenient
road.

A fandy heath of various levels, in
fome places naked and bare, but much
more frequently covered with an odori-
ferous plant, which the Arabs call the
Shé, and which, though far {fuperior in
fragrance, has at leaft a remote refem-
blance to the wild thyme of Europe, con-
ftitutes the general appearance of the
Defart. The exceptions, however, are
interefting and important: for befides
the diverfity that arifes from the diffe-
rent thrubs, which are often {cantily in-
termixed with the Shé, and of which the
thorny
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thorny plant that forms the harfh food
of the camel appears to be the moft com-
mon, an eflential variation is furnifhed
by the comparative fertility of fome par-
ticular diftriéts, and by the total barren-
nefs of others.

In fome portions of the general wil-
dernefs, thoufands of fheep, and goats,
and cows, are {feen to pafture; while in
others nothing is prefented to thc eye
but defolate hills of fhifting fand.

To thelaft of thefe thename of Defarts
without Water is emphatically given; a
name that conveys to an Arab ear the
fearful idea of an intenfe and fuffocating
heat, of the total abfence of vegetablelife,
and of the hazard of a dreadful death.
For though the movement of the thift-
ing fands is not o rapid as to endanger
the fafety of the caravan, yet as the

N 3 {corch=
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fcorching heat of the fun-beams, con-
fined and refleéted by the hills of fand,
hourly diminifhes the ftore of water, and
as the breadth of {everal of thefe defarts
is that of a ten days journey, the hazard
of perifhing with thirft is fometimes
fatally experienced.

All means of afcertaining therout by
land-marks, the ufual guides in other
partsof the wildernefs, are here deftroved
by the varying forms and fhifting pofi-
tions of the hills: but from anxious ob-
fervation and continued practice, the ca-
mel-drivers acquire a fuflicient know-
ledge of the bearings of the fun and ftars
to direct them in their way.

Such are the expedients by which the
difficulties of the Defart are in general
overcome : thofe which are prefented by
the broad current of the impetuous Ni-

gErs
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ger, though much more eafily, are not
fo frequently furmounted.

Of this river, which in Arabic is fome-
times called Neelil Kibeer, or the Great
Nile, and at others, Neelil Abeed, or the
Nile of the Negros, the rife and termi-
nation are unknown, but the courfe is
from Eaft to Weft. So great is its rapi-
dity, that no veffel can afcend its ftream:
and fuch is the want of 1kill, or fuch the
abfence of commercial inducements a-
mong the nations who inhabit its bor-
ders, that even with the current, neither
veflels nor boats are feen to navigate.
In one place, indeed, the Traveller finds
accommodations for the paflage of him-
{elf and of his goods; but even there,
though the ferrymen, by the indulgence
of the Sultan of Cafthna, are exempted
from all taxes, the boat which conveys
the merchandize is nothing more than
N 4 an
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anill-conftruéted raft; for the planksare
faftened to the timbers with ropes, and
the feams are clofed both within and
without, by a plaifter of tough clay, of
which a large provifion is always carried
on the raft for the purpofe of excluding
the ftream wherever its entrance is ob-
ferved.

The depth of the river at the place of
paflage, which is more than a hundred
miles to the South of the City of Cafthna,

the capital of the empire of that name,
is eftimated at twenty-three or twenty-
four feet Englifh. *

Its width is fuch that even at the I{-
land of Gongoo, where the ferrymen re-
fide,

e

® Jts depth is from ten to twelve peeks, each of which
is twenty-feven inches,

The Shereef IMpAMMED.
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fide, the found of the loudeft voice from
the northern fhoreis {carcely heard; and
at Tombuéton, where the name of Gne-
wa, or black, is given to the {tream, the
width is defcribed as being that of the
Thames at Weftminfter. In the rainy
feafon it {fwells above its banks, and not
only floods the adjacent lands, but often
fweeps before it the cattle and cottages

of the fhort-fighted or too confident in-
habitants.

That the people wholive in the neigh-
bourhood of the Niger thould refufe to
profit by its navigation, may juftly fur-
prife the Traveller: but much greater is
hisaftonifhment, when he findsthateven
the food which the bounty of the ftream
would give, is ufelefsly offered to their
acceptance ; for {uch is the want of fkill,
or fuch the fettled diflike of the people

to
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to this fort of provifion, that the fifh
with which the river abounds are left
in undifturbed pofieflion of its waters.

Having pafled the ftream, the face of
the country, and with it the mode of
travelling, are changed. High moun-
tainsand narrow valleys, extenfive woods
and miry roads, fucceed to the vaft plains
and fandy {oil of the Zahara and its
neighbouring kingdoms. Water is no
longer refufed or {cantily given to the
parched lips of the Traveller; but while
the abundance of this refrefhment, and
of the vaft variety both of vegetable and
animal food that is offered in profufion
for his {fupport, diminith the hardfhips
and remove the principal hazards of his
journey, the raging heat of the Torrid
Clime increafes as he proceeds. Wet
cloths applied to the mouth are {fome-

times
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times requifite, and efpecially in the
woods, to allay, for the purpofe of re~
{piration, the violence of the burning
air; and the journey, which the fierce-
nefsof the fun fufpends, is often renewed
amidit the dews and comparative dark-
nefs of the night.

From the want of camels, which are
{eldom feen to the South of Cafthna, nor
even to the Weft, except in higher lati-
tudes, the conveyance of the Merchant
and his goods is committed to the mules,
and {mall horfes and affesof the country.,
Of the firft, the ufual burden is 2oo0lbs.
of the fecond, 150lbs. and of the laft,
100lbs,

Travelling through all this part of
Africa isconfidered as fo fecure, that the
Shereef Imhammed, with the utmoft

chear-
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chearfulnefs and confidence of f{afety,
propofed to accompany and conduct Mr.
Lucas, by the wayof Fezzan and Cafh-
na, acrofs the Niger, to Affenté, which

borders on the Coaft of the Chriftians.

CHAPTER



CHAPTER Vi

General Remarks on the Empires of Bornou and
Cafbna—Rout from Mourzouk to Bornou—
Climate of Bornou— Complexion, Drefs, and
Food of the Inbabitants Their Mode of
Butlding—Their Language—Government—
Military Force— Manners—and Trade.

TO the South of the Kingdom of Fez-
zan, in that vaft region which {preads
itfelf from the river of the Antelopes
weftward for 1200 miles, and includes a
confiderable part of the Niger’s courfe,

two great empires, thofe of Bornou and
thofe of Cafhna, are eftablifhed.

The
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The circumitances of foil and climate,
and thofe alfo which conftitute political
character, are nearly the fame in both :
for their prevailing winds are the fame;
their rains, which are periodical in
each, though much more profufe in
Bornou, begin at the fame feafon; the
fame grains are cultivated; the fame
fruits (generally {peaking)are produced;;
and except that no camels are bred to
the weftward of the City of Cafthna, the
capital of the empire, the fame animals
are reared. In both, the complexion of
the inhabitants is black ; their mode of
building too is fimilar, and their man-
ners, though in fome refpeéts more ci-
vilized in Bornou, havea general refém-
blance.

Each of the two empires is formed by
the fubjeétion of different tribes or na-

tions to the dominion of one ruling peo-
ple.
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ple. The nature of the Government,
and the laws which regulate its fuccef-
fion, are the fume in both. In both, the
ruling people are Mahometans ; in both,
the dependent nations are compofed of
converts to the Muflelman faith, and of
adherents to the antient worfhip; and
though at prefent their languages are :
different, the conquerors in both had
probably the fame original.

Of thefe empires, Cafhna, till of late,
was efteemed the firft in power; but
though a thoufand villages and towns
are ftill included in her vaft domains, the
is now confidered as much inferior to
Bornou.

ROUT



192 MR LUCAS’S

e ——— - — —~—

ROUT FROM MOURZOUK TO BORNOU.

FROM Mourzouk in Fezzan to Bor-
nou, the capital of the empire from
which it takes its name, the Fezzaners,
whofe commercial {pirit no diftance can
difcourage, are conduéted by a rout of
more than a thoufand miles. Temifia,
the firft town at which they arrive, and
the laft which they fee in Fezzan, they
reach on the feventh day; and in three
days more they enter the territories of
Bornou. Several villages, inhabited by
Blacks, whofe perfons, their waifts ex-
cepted, are entirely naked, whofe mea-
gre limbs and famifhed looks announce
the extremity of mifery, and whofe ido-
latrous religion neither excites the re-
fentment nQr reftrains the charity of the

benevo-
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benevolent Fezzaners, mark the north-
ern frontier of the empire.

On the day following their departure
from -thefe melancholy hamlets, they
begin the afcent of a hilly uninhabited
defart of fand, where a few bufhes of
penurious vegetation point out the {fuc-
ceflive wells that are found in thefe bar-
ren heights, and diminifh the fatigues
of a three days paffage. At the clofe of
the fourth day they enter a plain that
is inhabited by Mahometans, where, in
addition to a plentiful fupply of excel-
lent water, they are cheared with the
fight of date trees, and of Indian corn.

From this plain, which lies to the
Weft of the Defart of Tibefti, and the
end of which they reach on the fecond
day,a part of the Tibefti mountains take

: 0 - their
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their rife.  Thefe vaft hills, the range
of which is very extenfive, are varioufly
peopled: but fuch of them as are croffed
on the rout from Fezzan to the City of
Bornou, are inhabited by a mixture of
Muflelmen and Idolaters, who employ
themf{elves in breeding camels and affes,
and other cattle, particularly horfes of a
fmall fize.

Exclufively of the two days that arere-
quifite for the paflage of the mountains,
an allowance of twice that time is gene-
rally given to refrethment and repofe;
foon after which a fertile and beautiful
country, as richly diverfified as nume-
rouily peopled, opens to their view. Its
inhabitants are herdfmen, and with the
exception of a few Pagans who are in-
termixed among them, are Muflelmen
in their faith. Their dwellings are in

tents
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tents, which are compofed of hides, and
their wealth confifts in the multitude of
their cows and (heep.

Four days are employed in crofling
thefe fortunate diftricts: the fixth con-
dudéts the caravan to the entrance of the
vaft and burning Defart of Bilma. Sur-
rounded by this dreary folitude, the Tra-
veller {fees with a dejeéted eye the dead
bodies of the birds that the violence of
the wind has brought from happier re-
gions; and as he ruminates on the fear-
ful length of his remaining paflage, lif-
tens with horror to the voiceof the driv-
ing blaft, the only found that interrupts
the awful repofe of the Defart.

Ontheeleventh dayfromtheirentrance
on thefe fcorching fands, the caravan
arrives in the fertile plains that encom-
Pafs the Town of Domboo, the approach

o) to
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to which is enlivened by the frequent
appearance of the majeftic Oftrich, and
of the gay but fearful Antelope.

From thence, in about five days, they
reach the City of Kanem, the capital of
an extenfive and fertile province, of
which it bears the name, and in which
the inhabitants, who are compofed of
MuflfelmenandPagans, breed multitudes

of cattle, and raife innumerable horfes
for the fervice of the King.

Ajourney of ten days more concludes
their labour, and brings them to the
imperial City of Bornou.#

Bornou,

— " R
ST -

* The rout which Ben Avwr purfued from Fezzan to
Bornou is not ditinély defcribed.

His
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Bornou, the name which the natives
give to the country, is diftinguifhed in
Og Arabic

His relation is, that on the 26th day from the time of
his leaving Fezzan, he arrived at a place which in Arabic
is called Wéddan, or the Rivers, for Weddan is the plural
of Wed, which fignifies a river.

The firft part of the country through which he paffed is
reprefented as a fandy Defart, in which the Shé (a plant that
refembles the Wild Thyme of England) and a few bufhes
of (hrubs and fhort trees are thinly fcattered, and wells of
water are extremely rare. Wandering Arabs, of the pow-
erful but hefpitable Tribes of Booaith and Duhaffin, appear
to be its only inhabitants; and Weéddan itfelf is faid to
contain but 130 houfes, which are built of earth and fand ;
and to furnith no articles of trade but dates and falt; yet
the country around it is called prolific : the rice grounds
are defcribed as numerous; and multitudes of {heep and

goats, of camels and of horfes, fwell the lift of its poffeffions.

He reprefents the Duhaffin Arabs, as Merchants jour-
neying to Bornou, who carried with them for fale an affort-

ment
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Arabic by the appellation of Bernou or
Bernoa, a word that fignifies the land

of

ment of goods ; among which he enumerates wheat, bar~
ley, dates, falt, tobacco, and alhaiks: and he obferves,
that he purchafed from the Chie! the permiffion of accom~
panying the T'ribe, and the confequent affurance of a fafe

paffage to Bornou.

From Wéddan, by forced marches, they arrrived in
twenty days at Bornou, A defart of fand, in fome places
interrupted by woods, and occafionally watered with rivu-
lets of a ftrong mineral tafte, conftitutes the general deferip-
tion of the country. But as he entered the kingdom of
the Bornoos, the limit of which he reprefents as feven days
diftant from the capital, he paffed through feveral poor
villages of Blacks, who live upon the charity of Travel-
lers ;. for though there be no regular marked road, yet the
caravans always take the fame rout, and pafs by thofe vil-

lages both in going and returning,

Ben ALvLx feems to have travelled from Mourzouk to
Bornou by a different rout from that which is ufually taken
by the Merchants of Fezzan : nor canit be fuppofed, that
the independent and powerful Arabs with whom he jour=

ncycd,
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of Noah, for the Arabs conceive that, on
the firft retiring of the deluge, its moun-
tains received the Ark.

The Climate, as may naturally be ex-
pected in a kingdom which {feems to be
bounded by the 16th and the 26th paral-
lels of latitude, is characterized by ex-
ceflive, though not by uniform heat.

04 Two

s s e s

neyed, would either obtain, or folicit the permiffion of the
Sovereign of Fezzan to pafs in fo large a body through his
fmall and unguarded dominions. And though the corre-
fponding accounts that are given in the narratives of the
Shereef and of BEN Arvr, of fome villages of mifera~
ble Blacks, may fuggeft an idea that two roads interfected
each other on the frontier of Bornou, yet as on that fup-
pofition, the different times within which the feveral parts
of the two journeys were refpectively performed cannot be
eafily reconciled, there is reafon to believe that the villages
deferibed by Ben ALLi, though peopled by fimilar inha-
bitants, may not be the fame with thofe which attracted
the compaflionate notice of the Shereef.
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Two feafons, the one commencing foon
after the middle of April, the other at
the fame period of Oétober, may be faid
to divide the year. The fir/fisintroduced
by violent winds that bring with them,
from the South Eaft and South, an in-
tenfe heat, with a deluge of fultry rain,
and fuch tempefts of thunder and light-
ning as deftroy multitudes of the cattle,
and many of the people. During the
rainy period (the continuance of which
is from three to nine fucceflive days,
with thort intervals from the occafional
changes of the wind to the North or
Weft) the inhabitants confine them-
{elyes clofely to their dwellings; but the
reft of the firft feafon, however fultry
and however occafionally wet, is not in-
compatible with the neceffary labours of
the hufbandman and the thepherd,

At the commencement of the fecond
- feafold
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{feafon in the latter part of O&ober, the
ardent heat fubfides; the air becomes
foft and mild; the weather continues
perfecily ferene; and asthe year declines,

an unwelcome coolnefs precedes the ri-
fing of the {fun.

The inhabitants, though confifting of
fuch a multitude of nations that thirty
languages are faid to be {poken in the
empire, are alike in their Complexion,
which is entirely black; but they are not
of the Negro caft. '

In a climate fo warm, the chief recom-
mendations of Drefs are decency and or-
nament: among the pooreft, therefore,
by whom thefirft onlyis regarded, akind
of girdle for the waift is fometimes the
only covering; but in general a turban,
confifting, as in Barbary, of a red wool-

len
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len cap, furrounded by folds of cotton,

together with a loofe robe of coloured
cotton of a coarfer kind, are alfo worn.*

The Grain that conftitutes the princi-
pal object of culture in Bornou is Indian
corn, of two different kinds, which are
diftinguifhed in this country by the
names of the gafiob, and the gamphily.

The gaflob, which in its general thape
refembles the common reed, is of two
{pecies. The firft grows with along ftalk

that

* The drefs of the greateft part of the people is compofed
of fhirts of blue cotton, which is manufactured in the
country ; of a red cap, which is imported from Tripoli ;
and of a white muflin turban, which is brought from Cairo
by the pilgrims who return through that City from Mecca.
Nofe-rings of gold are worn by the principal people as a

mark of diftinétion,

Bew ArLi,
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that bears an ear, whichinlength is from
eight to twelve inches, and contains, in
little hufks or cavities, from threeto five
hundred grains, of the fize of {mall peafe.
The fecond {pecies, which is common in
Tripoli, differs no otherwife from the
firft than in the fhorter fize of the ear,

The gamphiily is diftinguifthed from
the gaffob, by the bulk of the ftalk; for
that of the gamphily is much thicker,
by the number of its ears, for it has fe-
veral on the {fame reed, and by the fize
of the grain,which isconfiderably larger.
This kind of corn is frequently feen in
Spain, and is there called Maize.

Wheat and barley are not raifed in
Bornou; but the horfe-bean of Europe
and the common kidney-bean are culti-
vated with great affiduity, as they are

ufed



204, MR LUCAS’s

ufed for food, both by the flaves and by
the cattle.#

In the culture of thefe different grains,
the hoe alone is employed, as the ufe of
the plough is ftill unknown to the peo-
ple. The women divide with the men
the labours of their hufbandry; for
while the latter, with their hoes, open

‘the ground, and form the trenches in
ftraight lines parallel to each other, the
women follow and throw in the feed:
ner is this the only part which they take
in the bufinefs of the field; for tothem,

as

* The country in the néighbourhood of the City of Bor=-
nou is fertile in Indian corn and rice. Of barley and wheat
the quantity raifed is fmall. A fpecies of bean, which re-
fembies the horfe-bean of Europe, though larger, ard of a
darker hue, is a much more common produce. Gum-trees
are thinly fcattered.  Cotton, hemp, and indigo, are alfo
among the various produce of its foil,

Bex ALLr
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as foon as the weeds begin to rife on the
ridges of the lines in which the grain is

fowed, the hoe is conftantly transferred.

The fowing feafon commences at the
end of the periodical rains of April; and
{uch in that climate is the rapid vegeta-
tion, that on the gth of July the gaflob
is reaped ; but the gamphily, a grain of
flower growth, is {eldom cut till the
month of Auguft or September. |

Such are the feveral {pecies of corn
that, among the people of Bornou, fup-
ply the place of the wheat, the barley,
and the oats of Europe. Two {pecies of
roots are alfo ufed aswholefome and fub-
ftantial food: the one, which is called the
Dondoo, produces a low plant, with
branches that {pread four or five feet
upon the ground, and leaves that refem-
ble thofe of the garden-bean. At the

cnd



2006 MR LUCAS’s

end of five months, from the time of
its being planted, the leaves fall off, and
the root is taken from the ground, and
being cut into fmall pieces, is dried in
the fun, in which ftate it may be kept
for two years. Its farther preparation
confifts in reducing it to a fine powder,
and mixing it with palm oil till it affumes
the confiftency of pafte.

The other root is that of a tree, of
which the name had efcaped the She-
reef’s recollection: boiling is the only
procefs that is requifite in preparing it
for ufe.

The {fame charaéter of fufliciency
which marks the catalogue of the diffe-
rent kinds of grain in Bornou, belongs
alfo to the lift of its various Fruits; for
though neither olives nor oranges are

feen in the empire,and even figs are rare;
and
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and though the apples and plumbs of its
growth deferve no commendation, and
the dates are as indifferent as they are
{carce, yet grapes, and apricots, and po-
megranates, together with lemons and
limes, and the two {pecies of melons, the
water and the muik, are produced in
large abundance.* But one of the moft
valuable of its vegetable ftores, is a tree
which is called Kedéynah, that in form
and height refembles the Olive, is like
the Lemon inits leaf, and bears a nut, of
which the kernel and the fhell are both
in great eftimation, the firft as a fruit,
the laft on account of the oil which it
furnifhes when bruifed, and which {fup-
plies the lamps of the people of Bornou
with a fubftitute for the oil of olives.

Jo

* The country abounds in different fpecies of fruit trees,
but that which produces the date is not of the number.
Bew ALLr,
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To this competent provifion of fuch
vegetables as are requifite to the fupport,

or grateful to the appetite of man, muit
be added a much more ample and more

varied fupply of Auimal Food. Innume-
rable flocks of theep, and herds of goats
and cows, (for there are no oxen) toge-
ther with multitudes of hor{es, buffaloes,
and camels, (the flefh of which isin high
eftimation) cover the vales or pafture on
the mountains of Bornou.*

The common, though not the Guinea
fowl is alfo reared by the inhabitants;
and their hives of bees are {o extremely
numerous, that the wax is often thrown
away as an article of no value in the

market.
Their

# Horfes and horned cattle, goats and (heep, and camels,

are the common animals of the country.
Bewn Arvr.
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Their Game confifts of the Huaddee,
and other fpecies of antelopes, of the
partridge, the wild duck, and the oftrich,
the fleth of which they prizeabove every
other,

Their other wild animals are, the lion,
the leopard, the civet cat, the {fmall wolf,
the fox, the wild dog, that hunts the an-
telope; the elephant, which is not com-
mon, and of which they make no ufe;
the crocodile, the hippopotamus, which
1s often killed on the banks of the river
that runs from the Neel Shem, (the Nile
of Egypt) to the Defart of Bilma; and a
large and fingular animal, which is dif-
tiguithed by the name of Zarapah, and
which is defcribed as refembling the ca-
mel in its head and body, as having a
long and flender neck like the oftrich,
asbeing much tallerat the fhoulders than
the haunches, and as defended by fo

P tough
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tough a {kin, as to furnifh the natives
with fhields that no arrowor javelin can
pierce.*

Bornou, like other countries that ap-
proach the Equinoctial, is much infefted
with different kinds of dangerous or dif-
gufting reptiles, efpecially {nakes and
fcorpions, centipedes and toads.

Of its beafls of burthen the variety is as
ample as the numbers are abundant; for

the camel, the horfe, the afs, and the
mule, are common in the empire.

The dog, with which the inhabitants
purfue their game, appears to be their
only domeflic animal.

In

T

* Giraffa is the name by which the Camelopardalis is called
in the old zoological books.—T he defeription here inferted, feems
to have arifen from a blended recolleclion of that animal, and
of the hippopotamus, whofe hide is extremely tough,
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In the mountains of Tibefti, and per-
haps in other parts of the empire, the
herd{fmen, probably for the {fake of a
more eafy change of pafture, prefer a
refidence in tents to ftationary dwellings;
andthofe,it{feems,arenotmanufactured,
like the tents of the Zahara, from the
camel’s hair; but are compofed of the
hides of cows, a more durable and im-
pervious covering,.

Through all the empire of Bornou the
fame mode of building, and with the dif-
ference of a greater or a {fmaller {cale,
the {fame form in the plan of the houfes
univerfally prevails.— Four walls, in-
clofing afquare,areereted: withinthofe
walls, and parallel to them, four other
walls are alfo built : the ground between
the walls is then divided into different
apartments, and is covered with a roof.
- Thus the fpace within the interior walls
¥z determines
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determines the fize of the court; the
{pace between the walls determines the
width of the apartments; and the height
of the walls determines the height of the
rooms. In a large houfe the rooms are
each about twenty fect in length, eleven
feet in height, and as many in width.

" On the outfide of the houfe, a fecond
{quare or large yard, furrounded by a
wall,is ufually provided for the inclofure
and protection of the cattle.*

Such is the general plan of a Bornou
houfe. Forthe conftruction of the walls
the following method is conftantly pur-
fued: a trench for the foundation being
made, is filled with dry and {folid mate-
rials rammed in with force, and levelled:

on

* n form, the houfes are fimilar to thofe of Tripoli.
Bex ALLI.
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on thefe a layer of tempered mud or clay
1s placed; and in this {ubftitute for mor-
tar a fuitable number of {tones are regu-
larly fixed. Thus with alternate layers
of clay and ftones the wall praceeds ; but
as foon as it has reached the height of fix
or feven feet, the workmen {uipend its
progrefs for a week, that it may have
time to fettle, and become compact; for
which purpofe they water it every day.

When the walls are finithed they are
neatly plaiftered, both within and with-
out, with clay or mud, tempered with
{fand; for the country furnifhes no lime.

The roofs are formed of branches of
the palm tree, intermixed with brufh-
Wwood ; and are {fo conftruéted as at firft
to be water-proof; but {uch is the vio-
lence of the wind and rain, that the end

P g of



214 MR LUCAS’S

e |

of the fecond year is the utmoft period
of their duration.*

Much lefs. attention is given to the
furniture than is beftowed on the ftruc-
ture of the houfes; for the catalogue of
utenfils is extremely thort. Among the
lower claffesof theinhabitants it confifts
of the mats covered with a fheep-ikin,
upon which they fleep; of an earthen
pot; of a pan of the fame materials; of
two or three wooden difhes, a couple of
wooden bowls, an old carpet, alamp for
oil, and perhaps a copper kettle.

Perfons

* The walls of the greateft part of the houfes are built
of a compofition of earth and fand, and are often wathed
down by the heavy rains ; butothers are formed of the more

durable materials of ftones and bricks.

The roofs are compofed of the branches of trees, which
are covered with layers of earth, and the whole buildin g is
white-wathed with a fpecies of cha'k,

Ben Arrr
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Perfons of a fuperior rank are alfo pof-
fefled of leathern cuthions, that are {tuff-
ed with wool; of feveral brafs and cop-
per utenfils, of a handfome carpet, and
of a fort of candlefticks; for inftead of
the vegetable oil which is ufed by the
common people, they employ the light
of candles manufactured fromtheir bees
wax and the tallow of their fheep.

Bornou is fituated at the diftance of a
day’s journey from a river which is call-
ed Wed-el-Gazel, from the multitude of
antelopes that feed upon its banks, and
which isloftin the deepand fandy waftes
of the vaft Defart of Bilma.*

From the {fymmetry of the houfes,
P 4 and

L e e

* Bornoo is fituated in a flat country, on the banks of 2
{mall river,
Ben ALLL
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and the general refemblance which they
bear to each other, a regular arrange-
ment of ftreets might, with the utmoit
eafe, have been given to their towns. In
Bornou, however, a different {yftem has
prevailed; for even in the capital, the
houfes, ftraggling wide of each other,
are placed without method or rule; and
the obvious propriety of giving to the
principal mo{que, a central fituation, ex-
hibits the only proof of attention to ge-
neral convenience.*

The King’s palace, furrounded by high
walls, and forming a kind of citadel, is
built,

* Bornoo, though a town of greater extent than Tripoli,
confifts of a multitude of houfes, fo irregularly placed that
the fpaces between them cannot be called ftreets. It is fur-
nithed with mofques, which are conftructed of brick and
of earth; and with fchools, in which the Koran is taught,
as in the principal towns of Barbary.

Baw ALLI.
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bailt, perhaps with a view to fecurity,
in a corner of the town.*

Markets for the fale of provifions are
opened within the city; but for other
articles, a weekly market, as in Barbary,
is held without the walls. :

The common price in Bornou of a cow or a} f. Z t:.
bull is 2 mahaboob of Tripoli, or ..

FURBET 6 15 8 3% = ok mom. xR e G 3 B
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A camel from 61, to 7. 10s. orata medium, 6 15 o

A horfe from 3l to 71, 10s. or ata medium, § 5 o0 .

In general, the towns have no other
defence than that which the courage of
the inhabitants affords; but the capital

s

T R S S b ey —— |

. .
* In time of peace the Sultan always refides in the capital:

BEN ALLI
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is furrounded by a wall of fourteen feet
in height, the foundations of which are
from eight to ten feet deep, and which
feems to be built with confiderable
ftrength. 'To this defence is given the
additional {ecurity of a ditch, which en-
compafies the whole ; and care is taken,
that at {fun-fet the feven gates which
form the communication with the coun-
try fthall be fhut.*

The great population of Bornou is de-
fcribed by the indefinite and metapho-
rical expreflion of a countlefs multitude.

In Fezzan the price of all things is
meafured by grains of gold; and where

the value is too fmall to be eafily paid in
fo

e — e ———
* Bornoo is furrounded by a wall, on which, however,

there are no guards.
Bew ALLL
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{o coftly a metal, the inhabitants have
recourfe to corn, as a common medium
of exchange. But in Bornou, as in Eu-
rope, the aid of inferior metals is em-
ployed, and copper and brafs (which
feem to be melted together, and to be
mixed with other materials) are formed
into pieces of different weights, from
an ounce to a pound, and conftitute the
current {pecies of the empire.*

Dominions fo extenfive as thofe of
Bornon have feldom the advantage of
one uniform language; but an inftance
of fo many different tongues, within the
limits of one empire, as are {poken in
that kingdom, and its dependencies, has

ftill

% A fmall quantity of gold duft is produced in Bornoo;
but the principal medium of exchange confifts of pieces of

metal which has fome refemblance to tin,

Bex Arra.
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ftill lefs frequently occurred, for they
are {aid to be more than thirty in num-
ber.

.Of the language, however; which is
current in the capital, and which feems
to be confidered as the proper language*
of Bornou, the following fpecimen is
- given by the Shercef.

One is exprefled by Lakka | Eight is exprefled by Tallire
WO -~ ape sl &0 ot Endeg ol iNInE F18 ke fand il ary
Three . «oos. . Nigfhes , Ten oo oovneis .. Aot
| R . Dekoo || Eleven . ... Meiko Lakka
Yo . Okos || Twelve .... Meiko Endee
Six ....... Arafbes| Thirteen ... Meiko Niefkoo
Seven ...... Hufkeo || Fourteen... Micko Deko

Two

* The language of the common people of Bornoo,
though different from, has a firong refemblance to that of

the neighbouring Negros, and is very unlike the Arabic, in
which, however, the Nobles and principal families con-

verfe.

The
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Two different Religions divide the fen-
timents, without difturbing the peace
of the kingdom.

The ruling people profefs the Maho-
metan faith;* and though the antient

Pagani{m of the dependent nations does
not appear to fubject them to any in-
convenience, a confiderable part are con-
verts to the dodtrines of the Prophet.

An elective monarchy conftitutes the
Government of Bornou,t and like the {imi-
lar fyftem of Cafhna, endangers the hap-

pinefs,

The art of writing is known ameng them, and they arz
taught to exprefls the Bornoo tongue in the charaders of
the Arabic.

: Ben AvLL

* The Sultan and his fubjelts are Muoflelmen.

Bewx ALLI,

+ Bornoo is governed by a King, who takes the title of

Sultan,
Ben ALLL
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pinefs, while it acknowledges the power
of the people. On the death of the So-
vereign, the privilege of chufing among
his fons, without regard to priority of
birth, a fuccefior to his throne, is con-
ferred by the nation on three of the
moft diftinguifhed men, whofe age and
charadter for wifdom, are denoted by
their title of Elders ; and whofe conduct
in the State has invefted them with the
public efteem. Bound by no other rule
as to their judgment, or reftraint as to
their will, than that which the expreffed
or implied inftruction of eleéting the
moft worthy may form, they retire to
the appointed place for their fecret deli-
beration, the avenues to which are care-
fully guarded by the people: and while
the contending fuggeftions of private
intereft, or a fenfe of the real difficulty
of chuﬁﬁg where judgment may eafily
err, and crror may be fatal to the State,

keeps
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keeps them in {ufpence, the Princes are
clofely confined in feparate chambers of
the Palace. Their choice being made,
they proceed to the apartment of the
Sovereign elect, and conduct him, in fi-
lence, to the gloomy place in which the
unburied corpfe of his father, that can-
not be interred till this awful ceremony
is pafled, awaits his arrival. There, the
Elders point out to him the feveral vir-
tues and the feveral defects which mark-
ed the charater of his departed parent;
and theyalfo forcibly defcribe, with juft
panegyric, or {evere condemnation, the
feveral meafures which raifed or de-
prefled the glory of his reign. “ You
“ fee before you the end of your mortal
 career: the efernal, which {ucceeds to
“it, will be miferable or happy in pro-
*“ portion as your reign fhall have proved
“ a curfe or a blefling to your people.”

From
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From this dread {fcene of inftrudtion,
the new Sovereign, amidit the loud ac-
clamations of the people, is conduéted
back to the Palace, and is there invefted
by the electors with all the {laves, and
with two-thirds of all the lands and cattle
of his father; the remaining third being
always detained as a provifion for the
other children of the deceafed Monarch.
No fooneristheSovereign invefted with
the enfigns of Royzﬂty, than fuch of his
brothers as havereached the age of man-
hood proftratethemfelves at his feet,and
in rifing prefs his hands to their lips—
the two ceremonies that conftitute the
declaration of allegiance.

Ifany doubt of their fincerity fuggefts
itfelf to the King, or to the Elders, death
or perpetual imprifonment removes the
fear; but if no fufpicion arifes, an efta-

blifhment
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blithment of lands and cattle from the
pofleflions of their father, together with
prefents of {laves from the reigning mo-
narch, are liberally beftowed upon them.

Often, however, the moft populdr, or
themoftambitiousoftherejectedPrinces,
covering his defigns with clofe diffimu-
lation, and the zeal of feeming attach-
ment, creates a powerful party; and af-
fured of foreign aid, prepares, in fecret,
the means of fuccefsful revolt. But,
ftained with fuch kindred blood, the
fceptre of the vi&orious Rebel is not
laftingly fecure<—one revolution invites
and facilitates another; and till the
flaughter of the field, the {word of the
executioner, or the knife of the affaffin
have left him without a brother, the

throne of the Sovereign is feldom firmly
eftablithed,

A Q Such,
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Such, in the Muhometan empires of
Bornou and of Cafhna, is the rule of fuc-
ceffion tothe monarchy ; butthe Pagan
kingdoms adjoining, with obviouily lefs
wifdom, permit the {everal fons of the
late Sovereign, attended by their re{pec-
tive partizans, to offer them{elves in per-
fon, to the choice of the electors, and to
beactuallyprefent at thedecifion ; an im=
prudence that often brings with it the
interference of other States, and unites
the different calamities of foreign and
inteftine war.

Thofe of the Royal Children of Bor-
nou who are too young to take fharein
the referved part of their deceafed fa-
ther’s pofleflions, are educated in the
Palace till the age of maturity arrives;
at which time their refpective portions
of lands and cattle are affigned them.

To
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To the four lawful wives of the late
Sovereign, a {eparate houfe, with a fui-
table eftablifhment, is granted by the
reigning Monarch; and fuch of his nu-
merous concubines as were not {laves,
are at liberty to return to their feveral
friends ; and, together with leave to re-
tain- their cloaths, and all their orna-
ments, which are often valuable, have
free permiffion to marry.

In the empire of Bornou, asin all the
Mahometan States, the adminiftration of
the provinces is committed to Governors,
appointed by the Crown; and the ex-
pences of the Sovereign are partly de-
frayed by his hereditarylands,and partly
by taxes levied on the people.

The prefent Sultan, whofe name is
Alli, is 2 man of an unoftentatious plain

4ppearance; for he feldom wears any
Q2 other
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other drefs than the common blue fhirt
of cotton or of filk; and the filk or muf-
lin turban, which form the ufual drefs
of the couritry. Such, however, is the
magnificence of his feraglio, that the la-
dies who inhabit it are faid to be five
hundred in number; and he himfelf is
defcribed as the reputed father of three
hundred and fifty children, of whom
three hundred are males; a difproportion
which naturally{uggefts the idea that the
mother, preferring to the gratification of
natural affection, the joy of feeing her-
felf the fuppofed parent of a future can-
didate for the empire, fometimes ex-
changes her female child for the male
offspring of a ftranger.

Equally {fplendid in his ftable, he is
{aid to have 500 horfes for his own ufe,
and for that of the numerous {ervants
of his houfchold.

n
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In many of the neighbouring king-
doms, the Monarch himfelf is the exe-
cutionerof thofe criminals on whom his
own voice has pronounced fentence of
death; but the Sultan of Borncu, too
polithed, or too humane, to pollute his
hands with the blood of his fubjetts,
commits the care of the execution to the’
Cadi, who dire&ts his flaves to ftrike off
the head of the prifoner,

The Military Force of the Sultan of
Bornou confifts in the multitude of his
~ horfemen; for his foot {foldiers are few
in number, and are {carcely confidered
as contributing to the ftrength of the
battle.# The fabre, the lance, the pike,

Q3 and

=

* The Sultan of Bornoo commands a vaft army of
1’Drl”c:man, and is a much more powerful Monarch than the
Empemr of Morocco,

BEN ALLI.
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andthe bow, conftitute their weapons of
offence; and a fhield of hides compofes
their defenfive armour.  Fire-arms,
though not entirely unknown to them,
(for thofe with which the Merchants of
Fezzan occafionally travel, are {uflicient
to give them anidea of theirimportance
and decifive effect) are neither ufed nor
poflefled by the people of Bornou.

When theSovereign prepares for war,
and levies an army for the purpofe, he
is faid to have a cuftom, (the refult of
idle vanity or of politic oftentation) of
directing a date tree to be placed as a
threfhold to one of the gates of his ca-
pital, and of commanding his horfemen
to enter the town one by one, that the
parting of the tree in the middle, when
worn through by the trampling of the

horfes, may enable him to judge of the
fuffi-
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fufliciency of their numbers, and ape-
rate as a fignal that his levy is com-
plete.

In their Manners, the people of Bornou
are fingularly courteous and humane.
They will not pafs a ftranger onthe road
till they have ftopped and faluted him:
the moit violent of their quarrels are
only contefts of words; and though a
part of the bufinefs of their hufbandry
is affigned to the women, yet, as their
employmeht is confined to that of drop-
ping the feed in the furrows, and of re-
moving the weeds with a hoe, it has
more of the amufement of occafional oc=
cupation, than of the harfhnefs of con-
tinued labour.

Paflionately attached to the tumul-
tuous gratifications of play, yet unac-
Q4 quainted
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quainted with any game but drafts, they
often {it down on the ground, and form-
ing holes to anfwer the purpofe of
© {quares, fupply the place of men with
«glates, or the meaner {fubftitute of {tones,
or of camel’s dung. On their fkill in
the management of thefe rude infiru-
ments of the game, they ftake their gold
duft, their brafs money, and even their
very clothes; and as the bye-ftanders on
thefe occafions conftantly obtrude their
advice, and fometimes make the maoves
for the perfon whofe {uccefs they with,
their playis ufually accompanied by that
conflit of abufe, and vehemence of

{colding, which mark and terminate the
fharpeft of their quarrels.

Such is the amufement of the lower
claflgs of the people: thofe of a fuperior
rank are devoted to the more difficult

and

D'
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and more interefting game of chefs, in
which they are eminently fkilled,

In countries that afford without culti-
vation, or that give in return for {light
exertions of labour, the principal requi-
fites of life, few articles of export are
likely to be found. Thofe of the Bor-
nou Empire confift of—

Gold Duft,# Oftrich Feathers,

Slaves, Salt, and

Horfes, Civet,

By what means the gold duit, thatap-
pears to be a principal article of trade,
is procured by the inhabitants, whether
from mines in the country, or by pur-
chafe from other nations, the Shereef

has

B e

¥ At Bornoo[ exchanged for gold duft and oftrich fea-
thers the merchandize which I brought from Tripoli.
BEN ALLr,
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has not explained. But of their mode
of obtaining the Slaves, who conftitute
another extenfive branch of their com-
merce, he gives the following accournt :

South Eaft of Bornou, at the diftance
of about twenty days travelling, and fe-
parated from it by feveral {mall defarts,
is fituated an extenfive kingdom of the
name of Begarmee, the inhabitants of
whicharerigid Mahometans,and though
perfectly black in their complexions, are
not of the Negro caft. Beyond this king-
dom to the Eaft are {everal tribes of Ne-
gros, idolaters in their religion, favage
in their manners, and accuftomed, it is
{aid, to feed on human fleth. They are
called the Kardee, the Serrowah, the
Showva, the Battah, and the Mulgui.
Thefe nations the Bergarmeefe, who
fight on horfeback, and are great war-

riors, annually invade; and when they
have
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have taken as many prifoners as the op-
portunity affords, or their purpofe may
require, they drive the captives, like cat-
tle, to Begarmee. It is faid thatif any
of them, weakened by age, or exhaufted
by fatigue, happen to linger in their
pace, one of the horfemen feizes on the
oldeft, and cutting off his arm, ufes it as
aclub to drive on the reft.

From Begarmee they are fent to Bor-
nou,* where they are {old at alow price;
and thence many of them are conveyed
to Fezzan, where they generally em-

brace

e e

* The Sultan of Bornoo is continually at war with the
various idolatrous tribes of Blacks who border on his do-
minions. Thofe who are taken prifoners are fold to the
Arabs, and this traffic conflitutes the principal commerce
of the country.

Slaves are every day brought to him; for the acquifition
of this fort of plunder is his conftant occupation.
BeEn AvLLr,
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brace the Muflelman faith, and are af-
terwards exported by the way of Tripoli
to different parts of the Levant,

Such is the mode of obtaining the
greateft part of the flaves who are an-
nually {fold in Bornou: but as feveral of
the proviuces of the empire are inha-
bited by Negros, their infurrections, real
or pretended, afford to the Sovereign an
opportunity of increafing his income by
their fale. '

A more politic and more effectual
mode of aiding his finances is fruitlefsly
offered by the falt lakes of the Province
of Domboo: for, as the great Empire of
Cafhna is entirely deftitute of falt, and
none is found in the dominions of the
Negros, the {ole poffeflion of this arti-
cle might infure to the King of Bbrnou
a conftant and ample revenue of the beft

Kind,
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kind, a revenue collected from the {ub-
jects of Foreign States. But fuch is the
prevalency of antient cuftom over the
obvious fuggeftions of policy, that the

people of Agadez, a province of the
Cafthna Empire, are annually permitted

to load their immenfe caravans with the
falt of Bornou, and to engrofs the pro-
fits of this invaluable trade. The {alt is
collected on the fhores of the feveral
lakes which produce it, and the only ac-
knowledgement that the Merchants of
Agadez give in return for the article, is
the trifling price which they payin brafs
and copper (the currency of Bornou) to
the neighbouring peafants.

The civet, which forms another arti-
cle of the export trade of Bornou, and
the greateft part of which is fent to the
Negro States who inhabit far to the
South, is obtained from a fpecies of wild

cat
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cat that iscommon in the woods of Bor=
nou and of Cafthna.

This animal is taken alive in a trap
prepared for the purpofe, is placed in a
cage, and 1is ftrongly irritated till a co-
pious perfpiration is produced. Its {weat,
and efpecially the moifture that appears
upon the tail, is then {craped off, is pre-
ferved in a bladder; and conftitutes the
much valued perfume. After a fhort
interval the operation is renewed, and is
repecated, from time to time, till at the
end of twelve or fourteen days the ani-
mal dies of the fatigue and continual
torment. The quantity obtained from
one cat is generally about half an ounce.

Of Manufaétures, none for exportation
are furnifhed by the people of Bornou}
but the Shereef remarks that, for their

own confumption, they fabricate from
the
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the iron ore of their country, though
with little {kill, fuch flight tools as their
hufbandry requires.*

In return for their exports, they re-
ceive the following goods:
Copper

* From the hemp of the country, a coarfe linen is ma-
nufa&ured by the people of Bornoo. Their cotton, which
is alfoa native produce, is fpun to a thread of remarkable
finenefs, and is then converted to callicoes and muflins of
about nine inches in breadth, and of a length which varies
from fifteen to twenty yards. Such of thefe cotton manu-
faltures as are enriched with the blue dye of the country,
which, from the fuperiority of the indigo, is preferable to
that of the Eaft Indies, are valued more highly than filk ;
yet their only fupply of the latter is that which theMerchants
of Barbary convey.

They alfo fabricate a fpecies of carpet, as a covering for
their horfes.  Tents, from wool and the hair of goats and
of camels, are made for the ufe of the army.

The little filver they have is converted by their own ar-
tifts into rings.

BEwn ALLr,
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Copper and Brafs, which are brought
tothem from Tripoli, by the wiy of Fez-
zan, and which, as already mentioned,
are ufed as the current {pecies of Bor-

nous;

Imperial Dollars, which are alfo
brought to them from Tripoli by the
Merchants of Fezzan, and are converted
by their own artifts into rings and brace=-
lets for their women;

Red Woollen Caps, which are worn
under the turbang

Check Linens,

Light coarfe Woollen Cloths,
Baize,

Barakans,

Small Turkey Carpets,

Plain Mefurata Carpets.’

CHAPTER



CHAPTER N1

Rout from Mourzouk to Cafhna— Boundaries of
the Empire—Its Language, Currency, and
Trade.

EQUALLY connected by their com-
merce with Cafthna and Bornou, the
Fezzaners difpatch to the former as well
as to the latter, and always at the {fame
feafon, an annual caravan. From Mour-
Zouk, their capital, which they leave at
the clofe of O&ober, they take their
Courfe to the South South Weft, and pro-

Ceed to the Province of Hiatts, the moft
R barren,



242 MR LUCAS’S

barren, and the worit inhabited diftrict
of their country,

Five of the fourteen days which are
requifite for this part of their rout, are
confumed in the paffage of a {andy de-
fart, in which their ufual expedient of
covering their goat fkins, both within
and without, with a rcfinous {ubftance,
prevents but imperfeétly the dreaded
evaporation of their water,

From the Province of Hiatts they crofs
the low mountains of Eyré, which fepa-
rate the Kingdom of Fezzan from the
vait Empire of Cathna; and leaving to
their right the {fmall river which flows
from thefe hills, and is loft in the deep
fandsof a nzighbouring defart, they en=
ter a wide heath, uninhabited, but not
ceftitute of water, The fixth day con-
ducts them from this extended folitude

to
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to the long defired refrethments of the
Town of Ganatt, where the two next
days are devoted to repofe.

From thence, by a march of nineteen
days, during fix of which they are im-
merfed in the heats of a thirfty defart,
they pafs on to the Town of Aflouda,
which offers them equal refrefhments
with Ganatt, and equally {ufpends their
journey.

On leaving Aflfouda, they travel a de-
lightful country, as fertile as it is nume-
roufly peopled; and while the exhilara-
ting {ight of Indian corn and of frequent
herds of cattle accompanies and chears
their paflage, the eighth day introduces
them to the large and populous City of
Agadez, the capital of an extenfive pro-
Vince,

R 2 Diftin-
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Diftinguithed as the moft commercial
of all the towns of Cafhna, and, like
Affouda and Ganatt, inhabited by Ma-
hometans alone, Agadez naturally at-
tracts the peculiar attention of the Mer-
chants of Fezzan. Many of them prp-
ceed no farther; but the greateft part,
committing to their Agents the care of
the {laves, cotton, and fenna, which they
purchafe in the courfe of a ten days re-
fidence, continue their journey to tle
South.

In this manner, if the camels are com-
pleatly loaded, feven and forty days, ex-~
clufive of thofe which are allotted to re=
frethment and neceffary reft, are em-
ployed in travelling from Mourzouk t0
Agadez.

At the end of three days more, amidft
fields that are enriched with the luxu-
riant
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riant growth of Indian corn, and paf-
tures thdt are covered with multitudes
of cows, and with flocks of fheep and
goats, the Traveller reaches the {mall
Town of Begzam ; from which, through
a country of herdfmen, whofe dwellings
are in tents of hides, the fecond day con-
dués hini to the Town of Tegomah.
There, as he furveys the ftony; unin-
habited, defolate hills that form the
‘chearlefs profpect before him, he cafts
a regretful eye on thefe verdant {cenes
that furrounded him the day before.
Employed for twodaysin the paflage of
thefe dreary heights, he defcends on the
third to a deep and {corching fand, from
which he emerges at the approach of
the fifth evening, and enteritig a beau-
tiful country, as pleafingly diverfified
With the natural beauties of hills and
Vales and woods, as with the rich rewards
Of the hufbandman’s and the fhepherd’s

B3 toil,
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toil, he arrives in feven days more at the
City of Cathna, the capital of the em-
pire of which it bears the name, and
the ufual refidence of its powerful Sul-
tan.

The country to which the Geogra-
phers of Europe have given the name
of Nigritia, is called by the Arabs Sou-
dan, and by the natives Aafnou, two

words of fimilar import, that, like the
European appellation, exprefs the land

of the Blacks, and like that too, are ap-
plied to a part only of the region to
which their meaning {fo obvioufly be-
longs.—Yet, even in this limited f{enfe,
the word Soudan is often variouily em-
ployed; for while fome of the Africans
reftrict it to the Empire of Cathna, which
is fituated at the North of the Niger,
others extend it, with indefinite com-
prehenfion, to the Negro States on the

South
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South of the river, and applying it as a
means of exprefling the extended rule
and tranfcendant power of the Emperor
of Cafhna, call him, with extravagant
compliment, the Sultan of all Soudan.

His real fovereignty is bounded, on
the North, by the mountains of Eyré,
and by one of thofe diftricts of the great
Zahara, that furnifh no means of ufeful
property or available dominion; on the
South, by the Niger; and on the Eaft,
by the Kingdom of Zamphara and the
Empire of Bornou, Its weftern limit is
not defcribed by the Shereef; nor is any
thing faid of the Capital, except that it
is fituated to the North of the Niger, at
the diftance of five days journey, and
that its buildings refemble thofe of Bor-
nou,

R 4 The
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The obfervations which introduced
the account of Bornou, have already an-
neunced the remarkable fimilarity, as
well with refpect to climate, {oil, and na-
tural productions, as with regard to the
colour, genius, religion, and political in-
ftitutions of the people, that prevails be-
tween that powerful State and its fifter
Kingdom of Cafhna.

The rains, indeed, are lefs violent than
thofe of Bornou. It exclufively fur-
nithes the bithnah, a fpecies of Indian
corn that differs from the gamphaly, in
the blended colours of red and white
which diftinguifh its grain. Its mon-
keys and parrots (animals but {eldom
feen in Bornou) are numerous, and of
varjous fpecies. The meridian of its ca-
pital is confidered as a weftern limit, in
that parallel of latitude, to the vegetation

of
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of grapes and the breed of camels; for
between Cafthna and the Atlantic few
camelsare bred, and no grapes will grow.
The manners of the common peopleare
lefs courteous in Cathna than in Bornou,
and their games are lefs expreflive of
reflection ; for their favourite play con-
fifts in tofling up four {fmall fticks, and
counting thofe that crofs each other, as
fo many points of the number that con-
ftitutes the game. Butthecircumftances
of chief difcrimination between the em-
pires are, thofe of language, currency,
and certain articles of commerce.

of
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Of the difference between the Lanu-
guages of Bornou and of Cafthna, the fol-
lowing {pecimen is given by the She-
reef.

In the Language of Bornou F\ In the Language of Caflina

¥ is expreffed by Lakkah | xds expreffed by Deiyrh
2w Endee } 2 ... Becyou
A eianeiae Nielkoo 1 3 e Okoo
& Teoiiiese Dokoo | 4 ... Foodoo
5 «. Okoo B Bt
& Ot Arafkoo 6 .... Shedah
7 weeenes Nuflkoo I Bookai
- Jr— Tallére | 8 ... Tikoos
[ R L’ilkar 9 ... Tarrih
IO sesbares Mcikoo { 10 «.. Goumah
BE cnaites Meiko Lakkah | 11 .... Goumah fha Deiyah
12 .uoeoeee Meiko Endee || 12 .... Goumah fha Beeyou
13 «everns MeikooNiefkoo! 13 +... Goumah {ha Okoo

¥4 essanies Meikoo Dekoo | 14 -+ Goumah fha Foodoo

The Currency of Cafhna, like that of
the Negro States to the South of the Ni-
ger, is compofed of thofe fmall fhells

that



COMMUNICATIONS. 251

that are known to Europeans and to the
Blacks themfelves by the name of Cow-
ries, and to the Arabs by the appellation
of Hueddah.—Cardie, which is another
term for this {pecies of Negro money,
and the fpecific meaning of which the
Shereef has negleted to explain, is faid
to be given to it by the idelatrous tribes
alone; a circumitance that {eems to in-
Of
thefe fhells, 2,500 are eftimated in Cath-
na as equal in value to a mitkal of Fez-
zan, which 1s worth about 675 piaftres
of Tripoli, or ten fhillings and three

dicate fuperititious attachment.

half-pence fterling.

Among the few circumitances which
chara&erize the Trade of Cathna, as dif-
tinguifhed from thatof Bornou, the moft
remarkable is, that the Merchants of the

Jormer kingdom are the f{ole carriers, to

other nations, of a {carce and moft valu-
able
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able commodity, which is only to be ob-
tained from the inhabitants of the /Jatter.
For though the falt of Bornou {upplies
the confumption of Cafthna, and of the
Negro Kingdoms to the South, yet its
owners have abandoned to the commer-
cial activity of the Merchants of Agadez,
the whole of that profitable trade.

The lakes, on the dreary fhores of
which this article of African luxury is
found, are feparated from Agadez by a
march of five and forty days, and are
encompafied on all fides by the {fands of
the vaft Defart of Bilma, where the ar-
dent heat of a flaming fKy is returned
with double fiercenefs by the furface of
the burning foil. A thoufand camels,
bred and maintained for the purpofe, are
faid to compofe the caravan which an-
nually explores, in the favage wilder=
nefs, the long line of this adventurous

journey.
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journey. Perilous, however, and full
of hardfhips as their labour is, the Mer-
chants find an ample recompence in the
profitsof their commerce; for while the
wretched villagers who inhabit the
neighbourhoed of the lakes, and collet
the {alt that congeals upon the fhores,
are contented to receive, or obliged to
accept a fcanty price, the value that the
Merchants obtain in the various markets
of Cafhna, of Tombuétou, and of the
countries to the South of the Niger, 1s
fuited to the high eftimation in which
the article is held.

Attentive in this manner to the means
of profiting by the produce of a neigh-
bouring country, the people of Agadez
are equally anxious to avail themfelves
of the commodities that are furnithed
by theirown ; for knowing the {fuperior
quality of the fenna which grows upon

their
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their mountains, they demand and re-
ceive from the Merchants of Fezzan a
proportionable price.—

The fenna of Agadez is valued in
Tripoli at fourteen or fifteen maha-
boobs, or from 41. 4s. to 4l. 1os. per hun-
dred weight; -while that of Tibefti is
worth no more than from nine to ten
mahaboobs, or from zL. 14s. to 3l. fter-
ling. From Tripoli the {enna is ex-
ported to Turkey, Leghorn, and Mar-
feilles.

Of the other articles of {ale which the
extenfive Empire of Cafthna affords, the
principal are—

Gold Duft—the value of which ap-
pears to be eftimated at a higher rate in
Cathna than in Fezzan; for in the for-

mer the worth of an ounce of 640 grains
(which
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(which is the weight of an ounce in
Fezzan, Cafhna, and probably in all the
States between that kingdom and the
Niger) is faid to be nine mitkals, or
4l. 10s. fterling; whereas an ounce of
the fame weight is worth in Fezzan but
4l. In Cafhna the value of an Englifh
ounce of 480 grains is confequently 3l
7s. 6d, whereas in Fezzan itis only 3l

Slaves.—In what manner thefe are ob-
tained, does not diftinétly appear; but
the value of a male flave is faid to be
from 15 to 20,000 cowries, or from 3l to
4l. fterling :

That of a female flave is defcribed
as being two-thirds of the former, or
from 30,000 t0 13,334 cowries, which in
Englith money would be from 2l to
2l. 138, 44,

Cotton
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Cotton Cloths—which are the general
manufacture of Cafhna, of Bornou, and
of the Negro States to the South of the

Niger:

Goat-1kins-=of the red and of the yel-
low dyes:

Ox and Buffalo Hides:

Civet—the mode of obtaining which,
as well as the principal markets for its

fale, weredefcribedin the account which
has been given of the trade of Bornou.

In return for thefe articles the inha-
bitants of Cathna receive—~—

Cowries—a fea thell which is brought
from the coaft, and conftitutes the com-

mon {pecie of the empire:

Hor{es
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Horfes and Mares—which are pur-
chafed from the Merchants of Fezzan;
but whether bred in that country, or
procured from the Arabs, or from the

people of Bornou, is not mentioned by
the Shereef:

Red Woollen Caps,

Check Linens,*

Light coarfe Woollen Cloths,

Baize,

Barakans or Alhaiks,

Small Turkey Carpets,

Plain Mefurata Carpets,

Silk, wrought and unwrought,

Tiflues and Brocades,

Sabre Blades, :
S Dutch

e s < TEEEE

* The drefs of the people of Fullan (a country to the
Wet of Cafhna) refembles the cloth of which the plaids
Of the Scotch Highlanders are made,
Ben ALL1.
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Dutch Knives,

Scifiars,

Coral,

Beads,

Small Looking-Glaffes,

Tickera—a pafte which is prepared in
Fezzan from datesand the meal of Indian
corn, and which, whenever they travel,
is in great requeft among the people of
Fezzan:

Gooroo Nuts——which are brought
from the Negro States on the South of
the Niger, and which are principally
valued for the pleafant bitter that they

communicate to any liquid in which
they are infufed,

CHAPTER



CHAPTER VIIL

-

Countries South of the Niger,

THE account which the Shereef has
given of fuch of the kingdoms to the
South of the Niger as he himfelf has vi-
fitéd, is too deficient in geographical in-
formation, to furnifh a clear and deter-
minate idea of this part of his travels:
and though the names of the principal
States in whofe capitals he traded, or
through whofe dominions he pafled,
may beufed with advantage as the means
of future enquiry, and are therefore in-

ferted in the map which accompanies
S2 this
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this Narrative; vet the places afligned
them muft be confidered as in {fome de-
oree conjeétural. That the line of his
journey was towards the Gold Coatt,
there is, however, the ftrongeft reafon
to believe; and the following brief ac-
count of his remarks may lead to con-
clufions which are neither uninterefting
nor unimportant.

From that part of the Niger which
forms the fouthern limit of the great
Empire of Cafthna, to the Kingdom of
Tonouwah, which borders on the coatt
of the Chriftians, and of which the Town
of Aflenté is faid to be the capital, afuc-
ceflionof hills, among which are moun-
tains of a ftupendous height, diverfifies
or conftitutes the general face of the
country. Moft of the lands are defcribed
as already cleared, but {fome particular

diftri¢ts are ftillincumbered with woods
of
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of a vaft extent; and though for the
moft part the highlands are paftured by
innumerable flocks of fheep, and by
herds of cows and goats, and the vales
exhibit the captivating view of {uccef=
five villages, encompafled with corn and
rice, and fruits of various kinds, yet
there are places of native fterility and

eternal barrennefs.

"The combined occupations of the thep-
herd and of the hufbandman compofe
the general employment of the pcople;
while the cotton cloth, and the goat-
{kins of the red and of the yellow dyes,
that are offered in feveral of the towns
for fale, announce the rudiments of fu-
ture manufactures, and perhaps of an
€Xtenfive commerce.,

Exempted by the nature of their cli-
Mate frommany of thofe hardthips from
S 3 which,
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which, in other countries, drefs is the
principal protection, a large proportion
of the inhabitants wear only the cover-
ing that decency requires. But moft of
theMahometans,asthe mark of areligion
which they are proud to profefs, adorn
their heads with the folds of the turban,
and alfo adopt, at leaft in fome of the
States, the cotton thirt, which is fo much
worn in the empires of Cafthna and
Bornou.

Tents, which are formed of the hides
of cows or of buffaloes, and which are
peculiarly fuited to the thepherd life,
are the only dwellings of multitudes of
the Negros; while the huts, which o-
thers erect with the branches of trees,
areof a conftruction almoft equally {im-
ple.

Several of the towns are defcribed as
{furrounded
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furrounded by walls; and bows and ar-
rows are mentioned as the common in-
ftruments of war,

In the defcription of their Govern-
ment, a few inftances of fmall Republics
are given; but moft of their States are
monarchical; and of thefe, the inhabi-
tants of the Mahometan Kingdom of
Degombah are diftinguifhed by the cuf-
tom of tamingthe Elephant, and by that
of felling for {laves the prifoners they
take from {uch of the bordering nations
as motives of religion or of avarice
prompt them to invade.

Such, however, is the mildnefs of the
N egro character, that even the afperi-
ties of religious difagreement appear to
have no effect on their general conduét;
for there is reafon to believe, from the

Shereef’s account, that the Muffelman
S 4 and
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and the Pagan are indifcriminately mix.
ed; that their cattle feed upon the fame
mountain ; ':md that the approach of
evening fends them in peace to the fame
village : and though the nations who are
attacked by the people of Degombah
punifh with death, as guilty of atrocious
injuftice, fuch of the invaders as the
chance of war throws into their hands,
yet thofe of the Mahometans who vifit
them for the purpofes of trade, are re-
ceived with protetion and refpect.

To the Merchants of Fezzan, who tra-
vel to the fouthern States of the Negros,
the purchafe of gold, which the domi-
nions of feveral, and efpecially of thofe
of Degombah, abundantly afford, is al-
ways the firft obje¢t of commercial ac-
quifition. The other articles which they
obtain, confift of

Slaves, 3 4
Cotton
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Cotton Cloth,

Goat-Skins, of a beautiful dye,

Hides of Buffaloes and Cows, and

A {pecies of Nut—which is much va-
lued in the kingdoms to the North of
the Niger, and which is called Gooroo.
It grows on a large and broad leafed
tree that bears a pod of about eighteen
inches in length, in which are inclofed
a number of nuts that varies from feven
to nine. Their colour is a yellowifh
green; their fize is that of a chefnut,
which they alfo refemble in being co-
vered by a hufk of a fimilar thicknefs;
and their tafte, which is defcribed as a
pleafant bitter, is fo grateful to thofe
who are accuftomed to its ufe, and fo
important as a corrective to the unpala-
table or unwholefome waters of Fezzan,
and of the other kingdoms that border
on the vaft Zahara, as to be deemed of
importance to the happinefs of life.

No
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Nocommercial value appears to be an-
nexed to the fleeces which the nume-
rous flocks of the Negro kingdoms af-
ford; for thecotton manufacéture, which,
the Shereef fays, is eftablithed among
the tribes to the South of the Niger,
feems to be the only {pecies of weaving
that is known among them. Perhaps
the dark colour of the fleece, as difqua-
lifying it for the dye, may be one reafon,
and its coarfe and hairy nature may be
another, of the little efteem in which it

appears to be held.

In return for the articles which they
fell to their foreign vifitors, the Negros
receive—

Salt, from the Merchants of Agadez,

Dutch Knives,

Sabre Blades,

Carpets,

Coral,

Beads,



Beads,

Looking-Glafes,

Civet,

Imperial Dollars and Brafs--from both

of which the Negro artifts manufacture
rings and bracelets for their women.

Fire Arms are unknown to {uch of the
nations on the South of the Niger as the
Shereef has vifited ; and thereafon which
he affigns for it is, that the Kings in the
neighourhood of the coaft, perfuaded
that if thefe powerful inftruments of
war fhould reach the pofieflion of the
populous inland States, their own inde-
pendence would be loft, have ftrictly
prohibited, and by the wifdom of their
meafures, have effe¢tually prevented this
dangerous merchandize from pafling be-
yond the limit of their dominions.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER kX,

General View of the Trade from Fezzan to Tri-
poli, Bornou, Cafbna, and the Countries on
the South of the Niger.,

IN the general defcription of Fezzan,
an account was given of the various ar-
ticles of native produce which fupply
the wants, or contribute to the trade of
its people; but of their Foreign Com-
merce, for which, like the Dutch in Eu-
rope, they are eminently diftinguifhed,
the detail was purpofely deferred: for
till a previous account of the countries

to
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to which that commerce is eftablithed
had been exhibited, no adequate con-
ception of its nature or extent could be
eafily conveyed. '

At the latter end of O&ober, when
the ardent heat of the Summer months
is fucceeded by the pleafant mildnefs and
{ettled ferenity of Autumn, the feveral
caravans that are refpeétively deftined
for Tripoli and Bornou and Cafthna, and
the Negro Nations beyond the Niger,
take their departure from Mourzouk,
the capitalof Fezzan. The parties which
compofe them are generally {fmall; for
unlefs information has been received
that the road is infefted with robbers,
ten or a dozen Merchants attended by
twice as many camels, and by the ne-
ceflary fervants, conftitute the ufual
ftrength of the caravan. But if an at-

tack is apprehended, an affociation of
forty
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forty or fifty men, with muifkets for
their defence, is formed; and as none
of the Africans to the South of Fezzan
(the people of Agadez and the nations
on the coaft excepted) have yet poffefled
themf{elves of fire-arms, the colle&ive
force of fuch a number is {ufficient to
infure their fafety.

Their ftore of provifions ufually con-
fifts of dates; of meal prepared from
barley or from Indian corn, and pre-
vioufly deprived of all its moifture inan
oven temperately heated; and of mut-
ton, which is cured for the purpofe, by
the treble procefs of being falted and
dried in the {un, and afterwards boiled
in oil or fat; a procefs which gives it,
even in that climate, a lafting preferva-
tion,

In all the principal towns to which
they
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they trade, the Merchants of Fezzan
have Faltors, or confidential Friends, to
whofe care, till their return, or till their
inftructions as to the market fhall arrive,
they confign fuch Negros as they pur-
chafe, perfectly affured that the flaves
will be forwarded by the Agents accord-
ing to the orders they receive; but their
gold duft, as being more eafily conveyed,
and lefs dependant for its value on the
choiceof the market, is feldom entrufted
to the Fattor.

'The caravans which proceed to Tripoli
are freighted partly with trona, the pro-
duce of their native land, and partly
with fenna and gold duft and flaves, the
produce of the {fouthern countries with
which they trade: and in return they
bring back the cutlery and woollens
(particularly red woollen caps) and filks,

wrought and unwrought, together with
the
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the Imperial dollars, the copper and the
brafs, which are requifite for the con-
fumption of thofe countries or for their
OWI.

The caravans which travel to Boruou
arc loaded with the following goods :

Brafs and copper—for the currency
of Bornou. The caravan which Mr.
Lucas accompanied from Tripoli to
Mefurata, had brought ten camel loads
or forty hundred weight of thefe metals
for the Bornou market: their value in
Bornou is about four fhillings fterling
for each pound weight.

Imperial Dollars—which are called in
Arabic Real Abotacia, and the value of
Which, in comparifon with the dollars
of Spain, is, at Tripoli, as 365 piaftres to

340, or nearly as 16 to 15:
# 5 Red
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Red Woollen Caps,

Check Linens,

Light coarfe Cloth,

Baize,

Barakans or Alhaiks,

Small Carpets of Turkey,

Small plain Carpets of Mefurata,

Silk, wrought and unwrought,

Tiflues and Brocades—for the Royal
Family and other perfons of rank,

Sabre Blades,

Dutch Knives,

Sciffars,

Coral,

Beads,

Small Looking-Glafles,

Gooroo Nuts,

Of the native produce of Fezzan the
only article which is brought as mer-
chandize to Bornou is a preparation of
pounded dates, and of the meal of Indian

corn,
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corn, highly dried in an oven. It iscall-
ed Tickera, and is valued, efpecially by
Travellers, as a portable and highly {a-
lubrious food.

In return for the goods which they
bring to Bornou the Merchants zake back
with them,

Slaves,

Gold Dutt,

Civet—for the markets on the South

of the Niger.

The exports from Fezzan to Cafbna and
its dependent States, confift of the fol-

lowing articles :

Cowries—a fea thell (in Arabic called
Hueddah) which conftitutes the circu-

lating {pecie of this empire, and of the
Tia Negro
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Negro kingdoms, and which the Mer-
chants procure from the Southern na-
tions who border on the coaft; 17,062
are confidered in Cafhna as equivalent
toan Englith ounce (48ograins)of gold ;

Brafs—from which the Smiths of the
country manufacture rings and bracelets
for their wamen;

Horfes,

Red Woaollen Caps,

Check Linens,

Light coarfe Cloths,

Baize,

Barakans, or Alhaiks,

Small Turkey Carpets,

Plain Mefurata Carpets,

Silk, wrought and unwrought,
Tiflues and Brocades, '

Sabre Blades,
Dutch
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Dutch Knives,

Sciffars,

Coral,

Beads,

Small Looking-Glafles,

Tickera—a preparation of pounded
dates, and the meal of Indian corn,
which is manufaétured in Fezzan:

Gooroo Nuts—which are brought
from the Negro Countries on the South
of the Niger, and the ufe of whlch has
been mentioned before.

The articles received in refurn, are——

Gold Duft—ofwhichan Englith ounce
(or 480 grains) appears to be valued at
3l. 8s. 3d. though in Fezzan it feems to
be worth no more than 3l. The Fez-

zaners, in all probability, make them-
i 3 {elves
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{felves amends by the price which they
charge upon their goods:

Slaves—A male flave is worth in Cath-
na, from 3l. 10s. to sl.—a female {laveis
worth two-thirds of the amount, or from
2l. 6s. 8d. to 3l. 6s. 8d.

Cotton Cloths—of various colours,
principally blue and white, of which in
the Empire of Cafhna, and in the Negro
States to the South of the Niger, great
quantities are made :

Goat Skins—dyed red or yellow :
Ox and Buffalo Hides—for tents :

Senna from Agadez—a province of the
Cafhna Empire:—the Agadez fenna is
worth at Tripoli, from fourteen to fif-
teen mahaboobs (4l. 4s. to 4l. 10s. fter-

ling)
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ling) per hundred weight: that which
the Fezzaners obtain at Tibefti is only
worth per hundred weight, from nine

to ten mahaboobs, or from 2l. 14s. to 3l
fterling.

CiVCta

e R ——s

To fuch of the various nations inha~
biting the Country on the South of the Niger
as they are accuftomed to vifit, the Mer-
chants of Fezzan convey the following
articles :

Sabre blades,
Dutch Knives,
Carpets,
Coral,
Beads,
Looking-Glafles,
Brafs,
T4 Imperial
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Imperial Dollars,
Civet.

In return the Merchants receive=—

Gold Dutft,

Slaves,

Cotton Cloths—of various colours,

Goat Skins—red and yellow,

Ox and Buffalo Hides,

Gooroo Nuts—for fale in Cafhna, Bor-
nou, and Fezzan, where they are pur-
chafed at the rate of 12s. for one hun-
dred pods :

Cowries—for fale in Cafhna.

Ivory, though very common in the
country to the South of the Niger, is not
confidered by the Merchants of Fezzan
as an article of profitable tranfport, the
demand for it on the Coaft being fuch
as induces them to fell to the Negros
who traffic there, the teeth which in

the
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the courfe of their journey, they often
find in the woods.*
Such

* 'The goods imported by the Merchants of Fezzan,

confift of

Slaves—in which they have a great trade,
Gold Duft,

Ivory,

Oftrich Feathers,

Senna—which is brought from the neighbouring coun-

trics,

European goods of various fpecies, from Tripoli.

The goods exported from Fezzan, confift of the follow-

ing European articles :

Woollen Cloths,
Linens of different forts,
Gun Barrels,
Gun and Piftol Locks,
Small Shot,
Ball,
Iron Bars,
Tin,
Copper,
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Such are the principal branches of the
extenfive commerce of the Merchants
of Fezzan ; from a view of which it ap-
pears, that, vaft as their concerns are,
they have little communication with any
of the States that are fituated to the Weft
of the Empire of Cafhnaj a circum-
ftance which the Shereef afcribes to the

want

Copper,

Brafs,

Brafs Difhes,

Nails,

Spices,

Mufk,

Benzoin,

Dying Wood,

Allum,

Tartar for Dying,

Green Vitriol,

Verdigreafe,

Brimftone,

Looking-Glaffes.
Bex ArLrn
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want of a proper conveyance for their
goods; for the country on the Weft of
Cafthna furnithes but few camels, and

even horfes and mules are fingularly
{carce and dear.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER X.

Rout from Mourzouk to Grand Cairo, according
to Hadgee Abdalab Benmileitan, the prefent
Governor of Mefurata.

PLAGED in a fituation which affords
an eafy intercourfe with the Mediterra-
nean, and therefore with the States of
Europe, on the one hand, and on the
other with the extenfive Empires of
Bornou and Czfhna, the dominions of
of Tombuétou, and the various nations
of Negros to the South of the Niger,

the Merchants of Fezzan are happily
poflefled
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pofiefled of the farther advantage of
communicating by a fafe and compara-
tively commodious paflage with the Ci-
ties of Grand Cairo and of Mecca. A
pilgrimage to the latter, the object, from
time immemorial, of veneration in Ara-
bia, is prefcribed to every Muflelman;
and though the greateft part of the be-
lieversin Mahomet, deterred by diftance,
or reftrained by the avocations of bufi-
nefs and the feelings of domeftic attach-
ment, content themfelves with imper-
fect refolutions of performing at {fome
future period this arduous journey ; yet
there are perfons, even from the in-
nermoft recefles of Africa, who think,
that a pofitive injunéion of their faith -
1s too folemn for excufes, and too mo-
mentous for delay. Prompted by this
urgent confideration, or allured by the
honourable diftinétion which attends
upon the title of Hadgee, the envied,ap-

pellation
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pellation of thofe who have vifited the
facred Temple, a number of the faithful
from the Empires of Bornou and Cafh-
na, from the extenfive kingdom of Caf-
fabas and from feveral of the Negro
States, refort to Fezzan, and proceed
from thence, with the caravan, which
in the Autumn of every {econd or third
year takes its departure for Mecca. The
caravan, which feldom coenfifts of lefs
than one hundred, or of more than three
hundred Travellers, affembles at Mour-
zouk, and begins its journey in the laft
week of Oé¢tober, or in the firft of the
fucceeding month.

Temifla, a town in the dominions of
Fezzan, and fituated to the Eaft North
Eaft of Mourzouk, receives them at the
clofe of the feventh day; and in two
days more, of eafy travelling, they ar-
rive at a lofty mountain, rocky, uninha-

bited,
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bited, and barren, of the name of Xa-
nibba. Having recruited their goat-fkin
bags from the only well which thefe ful-
len heights afford, they defcend to a
vaft and dreary defart, whofe hilly {ur-
face, for four {ucceflive days, prefents
nothing to the eye but onc continued ex-
tent of black and naked rock; to which,
for three days more, the equally barren
view of a foft and fandy ftone {ucceeds.
Through all this wide expanfe of varied
nakednefs no trace of animal or vegeta-
ble life, not even the defart thorn, is
feen. On the eighth day, the vaft
mountain of Ziltan, the rugged fides of
which are marked with {canty {pots of
bruthwood, and are enriched with ftores
of water, increafes the labour of the
journey. Four days are devoted to the
toils of this ftupendous paffage; four
others are employed in croffingthe {ul-
try plain that ftretches its barren fands

from
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from the foot of the mountain to the
verdant heights of Sibbeel, where the
wells of water and the chearing view of
multitudes ot antelopes fufpend their
fatigugs, andanticipate the refrefhments
that await them on the next evening;
for the clofe of the following day con-
dués them to the town of Augéla.

From that place, which is fubjet to
Tripoli, and is famed for the abundance
and excellent flavour of its dates, they
proceed in one day to the little village of
Gui Xarrah : another brings them to the
long afcent of the broad mountain of
Gerdébah, from whofe inflexible bar-
rennefs the Traveller, in the courfe of a
five days paffage, can only collect a {can-
ty fupply of unpalatable water. De-
fcending from thefe mournful high-
lands, he enters the narrow plain of Ge-

gabib, fandy and uninhabited, yet fer-
8] tile
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tile in dates, which the people of Duna
(atown dependant on Tripoli, and fitu-
ated on the Coaft at the diftance of eight

days journey from Gegabib) annually
gather.

From this {cene of gladfome contraft
to the inveterate rocks of Gerdobah, a
three days march conducts the caravan
to another defolate mountain of the
name of Bufelema, that furnifthes only
water; and in three daysmoretheyenter
the dominions of the independent Re-
public of See-wah.

Governed by a Council of fix or eight
Elders, whofe lafting diffentions divide
the opinions and diftract the allegiance
of the people, this unfortunate State is
conftantly involved in the miferies of

inteftine war. Its chief produce is the
date
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date tree; for the lands, though not def-
titute of water, furnith but little corn,

From See-wah, the capital, the caravan
proceeds in a fingle day to the miferable
village of Umfeguér, which isone of the
dependencies of the State, and is fituated
at the foot of the mountainous Defart
of Le Magra, where, in the long courfe
of a feven days pafiage, the Traveller is
fcarcely fenfible that a few {pots of thin
and meagre bruthwood {flightly inter-
rupt the vaft expanfe of fterility, and
diminith the amplitude of defolation.
The eighth day terminates with his ar-
rival at the hill of Huaddy I Ottrén,
which is diftinguithed by a {fmall con-
vent, of three Chriftian Monks, who re-
fide there under the protetion of Cairo,
and to whofe hofpitable entertainment
the Travelleris largely indebted. Build-
ings furrounded with high walls, and

Ua erected
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ereted in the neighbourhood of the
convent, are opened for his reception ;
and for three {fucceflive days, if he chu-
fes to be their gueft {fo long, his wants,
as far as their means extend, are chear=
fully and liberally fupplied.

Their garden, in which is a well of
excellent and never-failing water, af-
fords an ample ftore of vegetables of va-
rious kinds: the maintenance of a few
theep is furnifhed by an adjoining paf-
ture ; and they raife, without difficulty,
a numerous breed of fowls. All other
articles, except their bread, which they
manufacture themfelves, they receive '
from Cairo.

Refpeéted by the Arabs, who revere
their hofpitality more than they hate
their religion, thefe venerable men are
apparently fecure. Yet as too much

con-
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confidence might invite the meaneft
plunderers to invade their peaceful
dwelling, they have cautioufly guarded
their convent by a feparate and lofty
inclofure from an opening in which a
ladder of ropes furnifhes the means of
defcent.

Leaving this hofpitable hill with fuch
refrelhments as the generous Fathers
could fupply, the caravan continues its
courfe, and on the fifth day arrives at
the City of Cairo, from whence, at the
ufual feafon, it proceeds by the cufto-

mary rout to Mecca,

Ug CHAPTER
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CHAPTER XI.
: =

Conclufions fuggefted by the preceding Narrative.

From the perufal of the preceding ac-
count, the Society are enabled to judge
of thecredit which it deferves, and of the
value of the information which it offers.
If the evidence of its truth fhould be
thoughtinfuflicient, they will keep their
minds in fufpencetill Narratives of more
confirmed authenticity fhall difprove or
eftablith therelation. Butif they thould
think that the Shereef’s account of Bor-
nou and of the Niger is too ftrongly
fupported by the correfponding defcrip-
tion of Ben Alli, to leave a fufpicion of

U 4 ' its



296 MR. LUCAS’s

its falfehood ; and that the fidelity of this
part of his Narrative warrants the be-
lief of whatever elfe is equally defcribed
on the authority of his perfonal know-
ledge, then they will feel that conclufiong
of an important and interefting nature
refult from the various,thoughimperfect
intelligence which he has furnifhed,

The prefent ftate of the Empire of
Bornou, compared with its condition
when Leo Africanus, who wrote his
account in the year 1526, wasits vifitor,
exhibits an interefting proof of the ad-
vancementof the Mahometan Faith, and
of the progrefs of imperfet civiliza-
tion.* A favage nakednefs, or the rude

covering

* Led's Hift. of Africa, baok vii. p. 293, 294. Eng, Edition,
‘“ OF THE KINGDOM OF BORNO,

@ The inhabitants in Summer go all naked, except at

% their waifts, which they cover with a piece of leather:

« put
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covering which the fkins of beafts af-
ford, are now relinquifhed, for the de-

cency

¥ but all the Winter they are clad in fkins, and have beds
s of fkins alfo, They embrace no religion at all, being
« neither Chriftians, Mahometans, nor Jews, nor of any
¢ other profeffion, but living after a brutith manner, and
¢ having wives and children in common: and (as I un-
¢ derftood of a certain Merchant that abode a long time
among them) they have no proper names at all, but
 every one is nick-named according to his length, his
“ fatnefs, or fome other qualitie. They have a moft
¢ puiffant Prince, being lineally defcended from the Ly-
¢ bian people called Bardoa : horfemen he hath in a con-
& tinual readinefs, to the number of 3000, and an huge
¢ number of footmen, for all his fubjeéts are fo fervice-
« able and obedient unto him, that whenfoever he com-—
“ mandeth them, they will arme themfelves and follow
¢ him whither he pleafeth to conduct them, They paye
“¢ ynto him none other tribute but the tithes of all their
% corne: neither hath this King any revenues to maintain
 his Eftate, but only fuch fpoils as he getteth from his

¥ next enemies by often invafions and affaults.”

= Yet thg King feemeth to be marvellous rich; for

% Ris
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cency and convenience of a drefs of cot-
ton manufa¢ture. Tempered by the
courte{y of commerce, and the concili-
ating interchange of important benefits,
the antient barbarifm of the people is
foftened to habits of kindnefs; and, in
the minds of the greateft part, the ab-
furd fuperftitions of Paganifm have giv-
en place to the natural and fublime idea
of the Unity of God.

From the account of the nations to
the South of the Niger, it appears, that,
among

-

® his fpurs, his bridles, platters, difhes, pots, and other
¢ veflels wherein his meat and drink are brought to the
“ table, arc all of pure gold: yea, and the chains of -
¢ his dogs and hounds are of gold alfo. Howbeit this
“ King is extremely covetous, for he had much rather pay
¢ his debts in flaves than in geld. In this kingdome are
“ great multitudes of Negros and of other people, the
% names of whom (bicaufe I tarried here but one month)

% T could not well note.””
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among the Mahometan Blacks, the ftern-
nefs of the Muflelman is {foftened by the
mildnefs of the Negro; and that if the
zeal of the invader be not inflamed by
the value of the captive, the propaga-
tion of the faith is feldom confidered as
a reafon or pretext for war.

Perhaps the attention of the Philgfo-
pher may be engaged by the ufe to which
the {fmall fhells of the Maldive Iflands
are equally applied by the inhabitants
of Cathna, and by the natives of Bengal.
Samenefs of opinion, or refemblance of
po-ndué’c, when founded in natural feel-
ing, or a fimilar ftate of fociety, are feen
without wonder in nations unconneéted
and remote; but that a cuftom {o arbi-
trary and artificial as that of employing
Cowries as a fubftitute for coin, a cuf-
tom which inftinct could not have pro-
duced, and chance could fcarcely have

occafi-
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occafioned, fhould equally prevailamong
the Negros of Africa and the natives of
Bengal, may juftly be deemed a curious
and interefting phenomenon.

'To the Britith Traveller, a defire of ex=
changing the ufual excurfion from Ca-
laisto Naples, for a Tour more extended
and important, and of pafling from
feenes with which all are acquainted, to
refearches in which every objeét is new,
and each ftep is difcovery, may recom-
mend the Kingdom of Fezzan. If An-
tiquities be his favourite purfuit, the
ruins which thadow the cottages of Jer-
mah-and of Temifla, promife an ample
gratification: or if the ftudy of Nature
be his wifh, the expanfive fcenes and
numerous productions of that uninvef-
tigated foil may equally promote his en-
tertainment and his knowledge. Butif

a {pirit of more adventurous refearch
fhould
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thould induce him to tl'ével with the
Merchants of Fezzan, difcoveries of fu-
perior value may diftinguifh and reward
his toil. The powerful Empires of Bor+
nou and Cafhna will be open to his in-
veftigation; the luxurious City of Tom=
buctouy; whofe opulence and fevere po=
lice attra¢t the Merchants of the moft
diftant States of Africa, will unfold to
him the caufes of her vaft profperity;
the myfterious Niger”will difclofe her
unknown original and doubtful termi-
riation ; and countries unveiled to antient
or modern refearch will become fami-
liar to his view. Or fhould he be wil-
ling to join the Cairo Caravan, the dif-
covery of the antient {cite, and of what-
ever elfe may remain of the Temple of
Jupiter Ammon, may perhaps be at-
tempted with fuccefs: for the fame
caufes which gave birth to the {prings,
and, by their means, to the luxuriant

vege-
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vegetation of the antient domains of the
Temple, muit {till continue to diftin-
guifh the fortunate foil : and there feems
no reafon to doubt that the hofpitable
convent of Huaddy L’Ottrén, or the
neighbouring Republic of See-wah, will
not only furnith a place of convenient
departure and of eafy retreat, but will
alfo {fupply the requifite information,
and the neceflary aid. At this time, an
Interpreter, who is equally acquainted
with Arabic and Englith, may be found
in London; and, at all times, the Cities
of Tripoli, of Tunis, and Ceuta, afford
a number of Mahometans who are al-
moft as converfant with the Italian or
the Spanith, as with the Arabic, their
native language.

But of all the advantages which a bet-
ter acquaintance with the Inland Re-
gions of Afiicamaylead, the firlt in im-

portance
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portance is, the extenfion of the Com-

merce, and the encouragement of the
Manufactures of Britain. That fire-

arms are in requeft with all nations, ci-
vilized and f{avage, who have the means
of obtaining them, experience uniformly
proves; and we now learn, that to the
jealoufy which the Princes on the South-
ern Coaft entertain of the powerful In-
terior States, and to the total neglect of
all opportunities of opening, from more
favourable quarters, animmediate com-
munication with the inland country, it
is owing that the fale of one of the moft
profitable manufactures of Great Bri-
tain is ftill in a great meafure confined
to the {canty Tribes which inhabit the
thore of the Atlantic. From the fame
information we are alfo led to conclude,
that the anxious policy which prohibits
the conveyance of fire-arms to the In-
land Tribes, di¢tates, as a neceflary cau-

tion,
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tion, the {evereft reftraints on the tranfit
of other merchandize. But if, on the
{yftem of the Moors; the effet of which
has been tried too long for its wifdom
to be difputed, aflociations of Englifh~
men fthould form caravans, and take
their departure from the higheft navi=-
gable reaches of the Gambia, or from
the fettlement which islately eftablithed
at Sierra Leona; there is reafon to be-
lieve, that countries new to the fabrics
of England, and probably inhabited by
more than a hundred millions of people,
may be gradually opened to her trade.
On this fyftem, much greater would be
their profits than thofe which the Mer-
chantsof Fezzan receive; forthey would
reach, by a journey of 700 miles from
their veffels, the fame markets to which
a land-carriage of 3000 conveys from
the Mediterranean the goods of the Fez-

zaners ; and they would alfo poffefs the
farther
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farther advantage of obtaining at prime
coft, the fame articles for which the

Merchants of Fezzan are fubjected to
the complicated difadvantages of a high
price, of an inferior quality, and of the
varying exactions that the defpotic Go-

vernments of Barbary impofe. Now if
it be confidered, that notwithf’canding

the vaft expence of land-carriage, and
of an exorbitant price on the purchafe
of the articles which they fell, the Tra-
ders of Fezzan are ftill enabled to collect

a profit that upholds and encourages
their commerce, it muit be evident, that

the gain which theMerchantsof England
would derive from a fimilar traffic, con-

du&ed as is here propofed, would be
fuch as few commercial adventures have
ever been found to yield. That no dif-
ficulties will attend the execution of the
Plan, the general hiftory of new under-
takings forbids us to believe ; but as far

X as
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as the climate and religion of the Negros
are in queftion, there feems to be little
difcouragement ; for the long defcent of
the rivers is a proof that the elevation
of the inland country is raifed above the
level of the coaft, and confequently that
the climate is much more temperate,
and probably more falubricus : and while
the Narrative of the Shereef announces
that the Merchant is confidered by the
Negro as the general friendof Mankind,
common experience convincingly thews
that, in the judgment of the Pagan, the
Crefcent and the Crofs are objeéts of
equal indifference; and that the compa-
rative welcome of the Muffelman and of
the Chriftian depends on their Merchan-
dize rather than their Creed.

As little difcouragement is fuggefted
by a view of the purchafeable goods of
which the natives are poffefled; for, in-

depen-
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dependently of their cotton, which in
all the interior nations is defcribed as of
common manufaéture, and therefore as
of general growth, their mines of gold
(the improveable poffeffion of many of
the Inland States) will furnifh, to an un-
known, and probably boundlefs extent,
anarticle that commands, in all the mar-
kets of the civilized world, a conftant
and unlimited fale.

Such are theimportant objects of mer-
cantile purfuit, which the various intel-
ligence obtained by thefirft efforts of the
Affociation, enables them to point out
and recommend to their Country: and
while the contemplation of national in-
terefts, and of the ftill more extended
interefts of philofophy, direéts their ef-
forts and animates their hopes, they
cannot be indifferent to the reflection,

that in the purfuit of thefe advantages,
X 2 and
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and by means as peaceable as the
purpofes are juft, the conveniencies of
civil life, the benefits of the mechanic
and manufaéturing arts, the attainments
of fcience, the energies of the cultivated
mind, and the elevation of the human
charaéter, may in fome degree be im-
parted to nations hitherto configned to
hopelefs barbarifm and uniform con-
tempt.



FOR the following Memoir, and
for the Map which it defcribes, the
Society are indebted to the eminent
talents and ardent zeal in the Promo-

tion of Geographical Improvement that
diftinguith the chara@er of Major

RENNELL.






CHAPTER XIL

Conftruction of the Map of Africa.

THAT the Geography of Africa has
made a {lower progrefs towards im-
provement than that of every other part
of the world, during the laft, and the
prefent century, is to be attributed more
to natural caufes, than to an abfolute
want of attention on the part of Geo-
graphers. Formed by the Creator, with
a contour and {urface totally unlike the
other Continents, its interior partselude
all nautic refearch; whilft the wars and

commerce in which Europeans have ta-
X 4 ken
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en part, have been confined to very
circumf{cribed parts of its borders. Thefe
moft productive means of geographical
information failing, the next refource
is to collect materials from the beft in-
formedamongft thetravelled zatives: I {ay
natives, becaufe the generality of Euro-
pean Travellers reckon upon fome de-
gree of folace, as well as the gratifica-
tion of curiofity, during their peregri-
nations: not to mention, thatit is more
the practice to fee what has been already

{een, than to ftrike intoanew path, and
dare to contemplate an unfafthonable
fubject. Tothe loversof adventure and
now.?elty, Africa difplays a moft ample
field : but the qualification of local man-
ners, and, in fome degree, of habits,
muit in this cafe, be fuperadded to that
of language: and this, unqueitionably,
renders the undertaking more arduous
than that of an ordinary Tour. Butthe

Adven-
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Adventurer in queft of fame, will rea-
dily appreciate the degree of glory at-
tendant on each purfuit.

The 18th century has {fmiled propiti-
oufly on the Science of Grocrarmuy
throughout the globe; and an Englith-
man may be allowed to pride himfelf,
that his countrymen have had their full
thare of the glory attending this, and
other kinds of refearches calculated to
increafe the general ftock of knowledge.
It is to this {pirit that we are to attribute
the acquifition of the materials which
form the fubject of the prefent Work.
It is no lefs to this {pirit that we are in-
debted for the progrefliveimprovements
in the North-American and Afiatic Geo-
graphy : our {yftems embracing objeéts
far fuperior to thofe, for which Geogra-
phical Surveys are ordinarily underta~

ken: not the topography of townfhips,
diftricts,



314 CEOGRAPHICAL.

diftricts, counties; but the Geography
of Empires, Regions, and Continents!

Asboth EurorE,andits adjacent Con-
tinent, Asia, are {pread over with in-
land {eas, lakes, orrivers of the moft ex-
tended navigations,{o as collectivelytoaid
the traniport of bulky articles of mer-
chandize fromoneextremeofthemtothe
other; and to form (like ftepping-ftones
over a brook) amore commodious com-

nunication: {o likewife the northern
part of the new Continent appears to
have an almoft continuous Inland Na-
vigation; which muft prove of infinite
advantage to its inhabitants, when fully
peopled; and contribute to their {peedier
civilization, in the mean time. But
Africa ftands alone in a geographical
view ! Penetrated by no inland feas, like
the Mediterranean, Baltic, or Hudfon’s
Bay; nor overfpread with eXtenfive

lakes,
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lakes, like thofe of North America:
nor having in common with the other
Continents, rivers running from the
center to the extremities; but, on the
contrary, its regions feparated from
cach other by the leaft practicable of all
boundaries, arid Defarts of fuch formi-
dable extent, as to threaten thofe who
traverfe them, with the moft horrible
of all deaths, that arifing from. thirft!
Placed in {fuch circumftances, can we be
furprifed either at our ignorance of its
Interior Part, or of the tardy progrefs of
civilization in it? Poflibly, the difliculty
of conveying merchandize to the coafts,
undertheabovecircumftances, may have
given rife to the #rafic in men, a commo-
dity that can traniport itfelf! But lay-
ing this out of the queftion, as an ab-
firaét {peculation, there can be lit-
tle doubt but that the progrefs of civi-
lization amongft the Africans, has been

as
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as {low as can be conceived, in any fitu-
ation: and it hasalfohappened,of courfe,
that the deftinedinftruments of their ci-
vilization, have remained in a propor-
tional degree of ignorance concerning
the nature of the country.

Nothing can evince the low {tate of
the African Geography, more than M.
I’Anville’s having had recourfe to the
Works of ProLemy and Eprist, tocom-
pofe the Interior Part of his Map of
Africa (1749.) It is well known, that
thofe Authors wrote in the fecond, and
in the twelfth centuries of our wra.
Moft of the pofitions in the Inland Part
of the great body of Africa are derived
from Eprist; and it is wonderful how
nearly fome of the pofitions agree with
thofe furnifhed by the prefent materials.
Such was the tranfcendant judgment of
D’Anville, in combining the fcanty no-

tices
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tices that are furnifhed by the Nubian
Geographer !

But the Public are not to expect, even
under an improved {yftem of African
seography, that the Interior Part of that
Continent willexhibitan afpect fimilar to
theothers; rich in variety; each region af-
fuming a diftin¢t character. On the con-
trary, it will be meagre and vacantin the
extreme. The dreary expanfes of defart
which often furround the habitable
{pots, forbid the appearance of the ufual
proportion of towns; ard the paucity of
rivers, added to their being either ab-
forbed or evaporated, inftead of being
conducted in lowing lines to the ocean,
will give a fingular caft to its hydrogra-
phy; the direction of their courfes, be-
ing moreover, equivocal, through the
want of that information, which a com-
munication with the {ea ufually affords
at
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at aglance. Little asthe Anticnts knew
of the Interior Part of Africa, they ap-
pear to have underftood the charalter
of its furface; one of them comparing it
toaleopard’s fkin. Swift al{fo, whomifles
no opportunity of being witty at the ex-
pence of mathematicians, diverts him-
felf and his readers both with the naked-
znefs of the land, and the abfurdity of the

map-makers.

“ Geographers, in Afric maps,
With favage pictures fill their gaps,
And o’er unhabitable downs

Place elephants, for want of towns.”

The Society for Promoting the Difco-
very of the Interior Parts of Africa has
been fortunate in colleéting much geo-
graphical information, in{o early a ftage
of the African refearches; and there is

little doubt but that in a few vears all the
great
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great features of this Continent (within
the reach of their enquiries) may be
known and defcribed. But to accom-
plifh this, it willbe neceflary that intelli-
gent Europeans thould trace fome of the
principal routes; as well to apportion the
diftances, as to eftablifth fome kind of cri=-
terion forthe parole information derived
from the natives. As yet, in the wide
extent of near thirty degrees on a meri-
dian, between BENIN and TriroLI, not

one celeftial obfervation has been taken,
to determine the latitude.

But as far as the materials compofed
bya fcale founded on eftimated diftances
(that is days journeys of caravans) may
go towards the eftablifhment of geogra-
phical pofitions, the itineraries madeufe
of for conftructing the new matter in
the accompanying map, are lefs difcor-
dant than might be expected in {0 wide

an
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an expanfe, and on the foundation of
rules {o vague as thofe which neceffity
has compelled me to apply. On this,
however, the Reader muft exercife his
own judgment, after the following ex-
pofition of the dafa, and the rules by
which I have determined the {cale.

It will eafily be conceived by the Read-
er, that all roads, except fuch as are
made through a country, in which the
public works are in the higheft {tate of
improvement, and where alfo the face of
it is perfectly level (the curvature of the
earth excepted) muft have fome degree
of inflexion, both horizontally and ver-
tically; and cither of thefe will occafion
a Traveller to trace a line of greater
length by the road, than can be meafured
on a ftraight line, drawn from the point
of commencement, to that of the termi-

nation of hisjourney. The quantity of
the
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the difference muft vary with the na-
ture of the country; but in ordinary
cafes, {till more with tlie extént of the
line of diftance: for a different ratio be-
tween the road diftance and horizontal
diftance muft obtain, as the line of dif-
tance is increafed. Let it be admitted,
that in ftages of ten or twelve miles, the
winding of the road cccafions a lofs of
only one-tenth part, which may be
termed the fmple winding : yetas the dif-
ferent ftages in an extent of 100 or 150
miles, do not lie in a ftraight line, drawn
throughthe whole extent, butoften very
far to the right and left of it, a compound
winding arifes: and I have found by
long experience, that one mile in eight
muit be deduéted, to reduce the road
meafure, on {fucha length, to horizontal
meafure. When a line of diftance is
extended to 500 miles and upwards, the

rule becomes much more vague than
Y when,
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when applied to moderate diftances ; be-
caufe it often happens (and more par-
ticularly in unimproved countries) that
obftacles arife, which give an entire new
direction to the courfe of the road; al-
though the two parts of it, confidered
{eparately, may have only an ordinary
degree of crookednefs. However, as
fome of the lines of diftance applied to
the prefent fubjeét, are from thirty to

forty days journey, it becomes neceflary .
that fome general rules fhould be

adopted. It happens that examples are
furnifhed, in two cafes, on very long
journies, where the real diftances be-
tween the terminating points of the
Toutes are nearly known: fuch is that
of fifty-three days journey, between the
Capital of Fezzan and Cairo; and the
mean horizontal diftance for each day,
is fourteen and a half geographic miles,
or thofe of fixty to a degree. 1 confefs

I thould
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L{hould have expected much lefs. The
other example is between Arguin and
Gallam : there forty days produce thirteen
miles for each day; and this is confor-
mable to my expectations. In the ex-
amples of fmall diftances, fuch as fix
days journcy, fixteen miles per day is
the refult, and is confiftent. For a ca-
ravan journey, taken at twenty-two
Britith miles of #oad diftance, will pro-
duce, when the allowance for winding
15 deduéted, and the remainder reduced
to geographic miles, about fixteen and
a-half fuch miles fora fingle day.

The following are the proportions
which I have eftablifhed, for the appli-
cation of a {cale, tothe different degrees

of diftance.

- For one day, fixteen milesand a half;
for feventeen to twenty-five days, fif-
: k) teen
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teen miles; for forty to fifty days, thir-
teen miles. Thefe numbers are particu=
larly felected, becaufe they occurred in
the courfe of the Work. The Reader
will be pleafed to obferve, that the miles
fpoken of in the conftruétion, are al-
ways thofe of {ixty to adegreeof a great
circle. However tedious this inveftiga-
tion may appear to the generality of
readers, it is abfolutely neceflary; as it
is the hinge upon which the whole turns:
and a neglect of attention to this parti-
cular fubject, would warrant the Rea-
der’s taking the whole for granted, with-
out further examination.

Mr. BEauroy having given, from the
materials in his poffeflion, fo full an ac-
count of each road and country, nothing
remains for me to do, but fimply to de-
fcribe, from the fame materials, the
mode of fixing the principal pofitions,

1n
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in the Map. As the obje¢t of it is to ex-
hibit the new matter only, care has been
taken to exclude all that has already
appeared, except what was abfohitely
neceflary towards explaining the other:
and as the borrowed particulars are dif-
tinguifhed from the reft, the Reader can-
not be miftaken. The outline of the
great body of Africa, together with the
courfes of the Nile, Gambia, Senegal,
and Wad-drah, arec copied from Mr.
D’Anville,

Fezzan (or rather its capital, Mour-
zouk) is given in the Itineraries at the
diftance of feventeen days and a half
from Mefurata. Thefe, taken at fifteen
miles per day, produce twohundred and
fixty-two miles. The bearing is faid to
be South from Mefurata; and this latter
is placed according to D’Anville. Mour-

zouk, then, falls in latitude 27° 20/.
Y3 Agadez,
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Agadez, the next principal ftation, is,
at a medium forty-one days from Mour-
zouk, on a South Weft courfe, or there-
abouts : and thefe, at thirteen miles per
day, produce four hundred and fifty-
five miles; and place Agadez in latitude
20% 20/; and nearly in the meridian of
Tripoli. Agadez is the Agadoft of Ed-
rifi.

From Agadez to Cathna is {feventeen
days; which, at fifteen miles per day,
give a diftance of two hundred and fif-
ty-five miles. The bearing is faid to be
South South Weft. Cafhna, then, will
ftand in or about the latitude of 16° 20’
North, and about a degree and a half
Wetft from Tripoli.

D’Anville’s  Caffeenab  (undoubtedly
meant for Cafhna) is placed about thir-
ty-feven miles to the North Weit of the

pofition
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pofition affumed in the accompanying
Map; whence I confider mine as a near
approximation, e{pecially as the diftance
from Mefurata is upwards of nine hun-
dred and feventy miles.

Cafhna may be regarded as the central
kingdom of the great body of Africa;
and as a part of the region named Sou-
p AN, of which at prefent but few parti-
culars are known.

Ghanah, or Ghinnabh, is placed, in re-
{pect of Cafhna, according to M. D’An-
ville’s Map. It does not appear whether
he had any authority for placing it
ninety miles to the North Eaft of Cafh-
na: but its pofition, in refpeét of the
City of Nubia, (antiently Meroé, on
the Nile) is on the authority of Edrifi.
This Author alfo allows twelve days be-
tween Aeadez and Ghanah : and by my

l Y4 con-



228 GEOGRAPHICAL

conftru&tion, they are two hundred and
eight miles afunder. See Geag. Nubienfis,
P- 39. Ghanah was in the twelfth cen-
tury a city of the firft confequence.
Wangara and Kanem, were alfo known
to Edrifi,

The river known ta Europeans by the
name of NiGER, runs on the South of
the kingdom of Cafhna, in its courfe to-
wards Tombuétou; and if the report
which Ben Alli heard in that town, may
be credited, it is afterwards loft in the
fands on the South of the country of
Tombuctou. In the Map, only the
known part of its courfe is marked by
a line; and the {uppofitious part by dots.
It may be proper to obferve, that the
Africans have two names for this river;
that is, NEEL 1L ABEED, or RivER of
the NEGROS; and NEEL 1L KiBEER, OT
THE GREAT RIVER. They alfoterm the

NILE,
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NILE, (that is the Egyptian River) NEEL
Suem: {o that the term NEEL, from
whence our NILE, is nothing more than
the appellative of River; like GANGEs,
or SINDE,

From Cafhna the road leads Weftward
to the Kingdom of GoNjaH, ninety-
feven days journey from the former.
Gonjab, is, from circumitances, the Con-
¢bé of M. D’Anville, and the Gongé of M.
Delifle; and the {imilitude of names,
however great, is the leaft proof of it:
for theltinerary of the SHEREEF IMHAM-
MED fays, that eighteen or twenty days
from Gonjah, towards the North Weft
(or between the Weft and North) lies
the Country of YArBA: and eight days
farther Weft, that of Arrow. Now the
countries of YARRA and YarrFoN, will
be found in Delifle’s Map of Senegal
’ ' (1726)
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(1726), nearly in the pofition that Yarba
and Ajffow take in refpect of Gonjah ; fup-
pofing D’Anville’s Conché to be meant for
it. It is extremely difficult to affign a
ratio for the decreafe of the horizontal
diftance, on {fo extended a line as ninety-
feven days journey; and therefore it
would belofing time to attempt it. Gon-
jah, by circumftances, is about eight
hundred and feventy miles from Cafhna;
which allows only nine miles for each
day. Ithereforeconclude that the road
is very circuitous.

Gonjah is reported by the Shereef to
be forty-{ix days journey fromthe Coaft
of Guinea, to which the Chriftians trade,
It is probable that the Gold Coatt is the
part meant, and that may bc taken at
five hundredandthirty miles from D’An-
ville’s Conché. The ratioat thirteen per

day,
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day, would give near {ix hundred. Here
again, it would be lofing of time, to rea-
fon on fuch a point of uncertainty, fince
neither of the extreme points of the line
of diftance are correctly known. The
Reader muift therefore determine for
himfelf. Of this {pace of forty-fix days
travelling, from Gonjah towards the
Coaft, the Shereef had travelled only the
firft ten days, to the City of Kalanfhee,
a dependecy of the Kingdom of Tounou-
wab ; the capital of which, according to
his report, AsseNTAi (the Affianté of
D’Anville) fituated midway between Ka-
lanfhee and the fea coaft: that is, eigh-
tecn days journey from each. The She-
reef alfo reports, that there is no com-
munication between this coaft (which we
may fuppofe to be the Gold Coaft) and
the country of Gonjah: for that the

Kingof Affentai, who poffefies the {pace
tweens
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betwen, prohibitshis Inland Neighbours
from pafling through his country.

But Mr. Norris, a gentleman who
refided many years in Wydah, &c. re-
ports differently: for he fays, that there
are other States, (that is, the Fantees,
and their confederates) lying between
Affentai and thefea; and that the Affen-
tais have often attempted, but without
{uccefs, to open a communication with
the Coaft,

To return to the route from Cafthna
to Gonjah. There are between them
fome extenfive kingdoms or ftates, moft
of which appear to preferve their antient
religion. 1 have generally marked the
progrefs of the Mahomedan Religion,
by a crefcent; and the Caffre States by
an arbitrary mark of a different kind.

It
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It will appear by a {light infpeétion of
the Map, that the Mahomedan Religion,
as far as refpects the Interior Part of the
Country, has {fpread fouthward, toabout
the parallel of twelve degrees of North
latitude. Probably though, in {fome of
thofe countries where the Court religion
is Mahomedan, the bulk of the people
may profefs the antient religion.

ToMBUCTOU, is placed on the follow-
ing authorities: Firft, Mr. MATRA, the
Britifh Conful in the dominions of Mo-
rocco, fays, on the authority of the na-
tives, that Tombuctou is fifty days ca-
ravan travelling from TATTAH, a place fi-
tuated on the common frontiers of Mo-
rocco, Drah, and Zenhaga; and in the
route from Morocco, and Suz, to Tom-
buftou. Tattah is afcertained in pofi-
tion, by a route of Ben Alli’s, He found
it to be nine days and half from Moroc-

Co,
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co, and one day thort of a ftation on the
Wad-drah (or Drah River) which fta-
tion was four days, or fixty-fix miles
lower down than Tinjulecn, a place in
D’Anville’s and Delifle’s Maps of Africa.
It was alfo twelve days journey from the
City of Nun, or Non, which city by Ben
Alli’s account, is two days from the {ea
coaft; and well known to be oppofite to
the Cape of the fame name. Thefe au-
thorities enable us to place Tattah one
hundred and feverity miles South South
Eaft fromMorocco. Then, fifty days from
Tattah to Tombucétou, at thirteen each
day, produces fix hundred and fifty
miles. By Ben Alli’s report, Tombuc-
tou is forty-eight days from the capital
of Sultan Fullan, lying within the diftriét
of Gallam, on the River Senegal. The
pofition of this place is not known to
me; but by circumftances itmuftbe near
the river: and in ufing materials of fo

coarfe
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coarfeakind, triflesmuftnot be regarded.
Forty-eight days at thirteen each day,
produce fix hundred and twenty miles;
and this line of diftance meets that from
Tattah, in latitude 19°. 40’. and nearly
midway between Gallam and Cafhna.
In this pofition, it falls only twenty-eight
miles to the North Weit of D’Anville’s
Tombucdtou.

It appears that moft of the road from
Tattah to Tombuctou, lies acrofs the
vaft Defart, commonly known by the
name of ZAHARA, or properly, THE DE-
sART. Geography is at prefent, very
bare of particulars, in this quarter. Ben
Alli went from Tombuctou, direét to
Fezzan, fkirting the South Eaft border
of this great Defart. He reckoned only
fixty-four days between Tombudctou and
Fezzan, which attwelve miles and half
per day, produce only cight hundred

miles.



336 GEOGRAPHICAL

miles. The intervalon the¢ Map is nine
hundred and feventy. Reafon, howe-
ver, points out, that the diftance from
the neareft place, Gallam, ought to be
preferred. And as itis underftood, that
Agadez and Tombuctou are about fifty-
five days afunder, it appears yet more
probable that the interval between Fez-
zan and Tombuctou, ought not to be
reduced. It muit be recolleted, that
Ben Alli’s Communications were given
from memory, afteran interval of twen-

ty years.

The point of the next importance, 13
Bornou, the capital of an extenfive king-
dom fituated on the South Eaft of Fez-
zan, and between the two NEELs or
NiLEs; that of Egypt, and that of the

Negros.

Bornou, is given by the Shereef, at
about
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about fifty days from Mourzouk (or
Fezzan) which may be taken at {ix hun-
dred and fifty miles. He alfo reports
that it is twenty-five days journey from
the courfe of the Nile, where it pafles
the country of Sennar; or in diftance
about three hundred and {ixty miles.
This would place Bornou in a direc-
tion of South Eaft, {fomewhat fouth-
wardly, from Mourzouk; and about the
parallel of 19° 40’. It is not probable
that Bornou has amore wefterly pofition.
Edrifi’s account would place it more
eafterly; for he fays, Matthan, a city of
Kanem, lies thirty-one days from Nuabia
(on the Nile) through Tegua. Geog. Nub.
p- 15. Edrifi’s day’s journey is equal to
eighteen Arabic miles, or nearly nine-
teen geographicones : confequently the
thirty-one days give five hundred and
eighty-feven miles. Matthan is not re-

ported in the Itinerary : but Kanem is,
Z both
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both as Province and a capital City: and
the pofition of the latter according tomy
conftruétion, is feven hundred miles
from Nuabia. Whether the error lies
on the fide of Edrifi, or the Shereef; or
arifes from the faulty pofition of Nua-
bia in D’Anville, cannot eafily be dif-
covered.

Ben Alli travelled the road between
Bornou and Alexandria; but was too
much indifpofed to make any obferva-
tions, otherwife than that the Kingdom
of Bornou extends fifteen days journey,
or about two hundred and thirty miles,
in that direction. This was particularly
unfortunate; for whichfoever route he
went, he muft probably have croffed
fome one or more of the Oasgs; and of
courfe fome important matter would
have been added to the Map.

The
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The only route of importance that re-
mains to be difcufled, is that from Fez-
zan or Mourzouk, to Cairo, leading to
Mecca; for, at Mourzouk the Mahome-
dans from the fouthernand weftern parts
of Africa, who intend to make a pil-
grimage to Mecca, affemble at the pro-
per feafon, as ata common point of de-
parture. The route to Cairo, which
requires fifty-three days to atchieve,
appears on the Map to be feven hundred
and feventy miles; being equal to four=-
teen and half for each day : ahd is on the
whole, {feventy more than I thould have
expected that number of days to pro-
duce. To what degree of accuracy the
difference of longitude between Mefu-
rata and Cairo, is afcertained, I am ig-
norant : as alfo whether the bearing of
Mourzouk from Mefurata, be tight.
Fourteen miles and half of horizontal
diftance for each day, on folong a line

7 2 of
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of diftance, and on fo rugged a way as
the Itinerary defcribes, is too great a
proportion; and we may fufpect an er=
ror fomewhere.

A circumftance occurs in the Itine-
rary, which would determine how near
this route approaches to the Coaft of the
Mediterranean Sea ; if we might depend
on the accuracy of the Itinerift. The
dates produced in the Plain of Gegabib,
are gathered by the people of Derna, who
are {aid to inhabit the {ea coaft, eight
days journey off; or about one hundred
and thirty miles. Derna (antiently Dar-
zis) 1s {ituated within the confines of
Tripoli : but the diftance muft be faulty ;
becaufe Augela is the neareft point in this
route, to Derna, though ten days from
it: and Gegabib, is {even days from Au-
gela, in a direction that ftill increafes
the diftance.

JAugela
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Augela is found in Herodotus, Book
IV. under the name of Agila; and in
Ptolemy and Pliny it is written Augila.
In Ptolomy, (Africa, Tab.IIL) itis placed
about one hundred and ninety-feven
miles from the fea coaft, and about a
degree of longitude to the eaftward of
Darnis.  Its longitudinal pofition from
Mourzouk and Cairo, agrees very well :
and confidering the extent of Ptole-
my’s local knowledge in this quarter,
we may fuppofe him well acquainted
with its diftance from the coaft. Al-
lowance muft be made for an excefs of
diftance given by Ptolemy’s fcale, in this
Map; and it being in the proportion of
twenty-feven to twenty-three, the one
hundred and ninety-feven miles thould
be reduced to one hundred and fixty=-
eight: and according to this, Augela

ought to ftand in latitude 29° 20’; and
Z3 nearly
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nearly midway between Mourzouk and
Cairo.

Gegabib, as has been faid before, is
feven days journey from Augela, to-
wards Cairo; and as I have a particular
pleafurein producing any authority that
ferves to prove the veracity of {uch an
Author as HERopOoTUS, I fhall juft men-
tion, that (in B. IV.) he fays, that the
WNafamones in the Summer {eafon, leave
their cattle on the coaff, and go to the
plains of Agila, to gather the fruit of
the Palm trees, which abound in that
place. And he marks the pofition of
this coaft, by placing it on the Weft of
Teuchera, or Tauc'bz'm, (the modern Teukera)
a fea-port that lay within the diftrict of
Cyrene, now better known by the names
of Curin and Barca.

But
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But Ptolemy’s Nafamones occupy, in
refpet of Augila, the very {pot where
the dates are now gathered in the plain
of Gegabib: and therefore theif territo-
ries muft have extended at leaft from
that plain, to the eaftern coaft of the
Great Syrtis. Andalthough the prefent
gatherers of the Augela dates may come
from different parts of the coaft, from
thofe, in the time of Herodotus; yet it
is remarkable, that the {ame cuftom
fhould have exifted for twenty-two or
twenty-three centuries.

Between Augela and See-fwab; the next
town towards Cairo (and probably the
Siropum of Ptolemy) the road pafles over
a chain of very high mountains, named
in thefe times Gerdobab: and this is un-
queftionably the {fame ridge that termi-
nates on the Mediterranean, a few days

journey farther on; and which, by the
Z 4 fudden-
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fuddennefs of its defcent towards the
fea, was antiently named Catabathmus.
This chain or ridge divided Cyrene from
Marmarica. .

The fite of the antient T'emple of u-
piter dmmon, wasafew days journey (per-
haps fouror five) inland from the plain
of Gegabib, fo often mentioned. Ithink
I may venture to fay this, on the autho-

rity of Herodotus, Strabo, Pliny, and
Arrian; from each of whom, fome par-
ticulars may be colle¢ted refpecting its
fituation. Firft, Herodotus fays, (Book
IV.) that the Temple is fituated ten days
from Zgila; (frequented by the Nafa-
mones on account of the dates) and on
. the road from Thebes to £gila. Next,
Arrian fays, on the authority of Arifto-
bulus, that Alexander went to it, from
the fite of his new city of Alexandria,
along the fca coafts of Egypt and Mar-

£ marica,
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marica, to Paractonium: which latter was
fituated, according to the fame autho-
rity, fixteen hundred ftadia from Alex-
andria. Pliny gives it at two hundred
Roman miles (Book V.) Thefeaccounts
are perfectly conclufive; and the pofi-
tion of Paraetonium, is alfo very clear in
Ptolemy ; and is moreover known to the
Moderns under the name of A4/ Bareton:
{o that no difficulty can arife here. Ar-
rian fays farther, that Alexander firuck
inland from Paraetonium, and entered the
Defart : but he does not fay how far the
Temple lay from the fea coaft. This is
fupplied by Strabo, (Book XXVII.) who
gives the diftance at thirteen hundred
ftadia. Allowing thefe to produce one
hundred and thirty, or one hundred and
forty miles; and taking Herodotus’s ten
days from Augela, at one hundred and
feventy (we muft not confider them as
garavan journies, but as ordinary ones) the

meeting
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meeting of thefe lines of diftance, place
the Temple in latitude twenty-nine de-
grees, and afmall fration ; andinaSouth
Wefterly direction from Parztonium.
Pliny fays, (Book V.) that the Temple is
four hundred [Roman] miles from Cy-
renc; thatis, twice as far as Paratonium
is from Alexandria: and this agrees with
the former pofition. Laftly, Ptolemy
places it one hundred and ninety-five
geographic miles {rom Paraetonium; and
from Cyrene three hundred and forty.—
But Ptolemy’s {cale, in Africa, Tab. IIL
gives too much diftance (asIhavefaid be-
fore) and corrected, it thould be one hun-
dred and fixty-{ix from Parztonium. As
thefe authorities do not vary amongit
themfelves more than thirty miles, I
confider them conclufive.

M. D’Anville’s pofition of this Temple
isabout thirty miles fartherto the South-
ward;
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ward ; that is, from the Mediterranean ;
but he does not quote his authorities.
In his Geographie Ancienne Abregee, vol. iii.
P- 42. he has the following pafiage:
“ Selon la Géographie actuelle, ce qu’on
“ trouve fous le nom de Santrieh, paroit
“ en tenir la place; & par la Nature du
“ pays, qui ne laifle point diftinguer
¢« d’autre objet, on n'eft point embar-
« raflé fur le choix.” Edrifi (Geo. Nub.
p- 41.) places Santrie ten days Eaftward
from Augela, and nine days from the
Mediterranean; which carries Sant-rie
farther from the fea coaft, than Strabo
allows to the Temple; but accords with
Ptolemy. Savary (Vol.ii. Lett. VIIL)
quotes Abulfeda, to thew that the Ogfes
were only three days journey Weft of
the Nile; and Ptolemy places the largeft
of them, named EL WaH by the Arabs,
under the parallel of 27°. I fufpect
Abulfeda is wrong; and that Ptolemy is

nearer
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nearer the truth, when he allows one
hundred and twenty-three miles, (or one

hundred and five correéted) forthe dif~
tance of the Great QOafis from Ptolemais

on the Nile, in the direction of Weft,
fomewhat Southwardly, Then Edrift
allows only nine days between Sant-rie
and E1 Wah; whereas the fite of the
Temple of Jupiter Ammon, by theahove
authorities, thould be, according to my
apprehenfion, at leaft twelve days from
EL WAH. Butwe are young in African
Geography: and as I have faid before,
the date furnithed by Arrian, Strabo,
and Pliny, may fatisfy us,

The defcription of the Oafis (or Ifland
in the midft of the fandy Defart) which
contained the Temple, is pretty gene-
rally known: but for the fake of thofe
who may not recollect the particulars,
I have extracted the following account.

Arrian
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Arrian fays, that it is not more than
forty ftadia in extent; Diodorus fifty:
fay, fix or feven miles. All accounts
agree, that it has one or more fountains
of water; and that it was planted with
divers kinds of fruit trees: Arrian parti-
cularly notices the Palmand Olive. What
appeared to be a very great natural cu-
riofity, was, a fountain, which accord-
ingto Arrian, (whoie account is the leaft
extravagant) varied in its temperature,
in a greater degree than any other that
has been heard of: that is, it was very
warm, or hot, at midnight; very coldin
the heat of the day. I prefume thefe
phenomena will not appear very extra-
ordinary to thofe, who confider, that a
deep-feated {pring will preferve a mean
degree of temperature at all {eafons: fo
that, in effe¢t, it was the atmofphere
that underwent the change; and with

it,
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it, the bodies of thofe who made the ob-
fervations.

TheTemplewas furrounded by atriple
wall, forming three diftinét quarters or
divifions; oneof which was appropriated
to the ufe of the Monarch. In the time
of Herodotus, when probably the Tem-
ple wasin its glory, the dominions of the
Ammonites reached within ten days
journey of the City of Thebes: the peo-
ple were a colon y of Egvptians and Ethi-
opians, and fpoke a mixed language,
(Herod. Book III.) Ammon, or Ham-
mon, wasthe Egyptian name of Jupiter;
and the image of the god, fimilar to that
at Thebes; that is, it had the head of a
Ram. (Book IV.)

In the time of Strabo, about four hun-
dred and fifty years after Herodotus, the
Temple
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Temple was almoft deferted; as the Ora-
cle was grown out of fafhion.

It is probable that fome remains, ei-
ther of thetriple wall, or of the Temple,
may be found at this day; although the
materials may have undergone a differ-
ent kind of arrangement. The tran{port
of the materials acrofs the Defart could
only have been accomplithed by the
ftrong impulfe of furperftition : and be-
ing once collected, nothing but a like
caufe could remove them. See-wahap-
pears to be the neareft town to this Oafis;
and is probably not more than fix days
journey on the North Eaft of it: the
{pring, together with the ruins of the
Temple, and the triple wall, might af-
certain the {pot, if the curiofity of the
prefent age demanded it.

MaARrcH, 1790.
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