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Sodobnost

The first issue of the 67th year of the magazine includes a range of contributions which
are distinctly novel for the Slovenian scene. The poet, dramatist, essayist, professor of poetry

at the Faculty of Philosophy in Ljubljana, and renowned experimenter with poetic forms
Boris A. Novak, n on the same day as the poet France PreSeren (though not in the
same year!), has (as a hommage to the central figure of the Slovenian annual "cultural
holiday") produced a corona. This is the Renaissance poetic form from which the sonnet
wreath was developed.

The young writer Barbara Lenaré€i¢ argues seriously against any language editor's
correction of texts, and contends that language editing serves merely to prop up the writer
and perpetuate semi-literacy, instead of promoting the advance of literacy. "The better the
product is, the easier it is to spoil it," she maintains, "and the worse it is, the harder it is
to improve it, so it is more suitable to reject it if it doesn't match up to the standard
envisaged." No doubt many will disagree, starting a controversy with which we will be
engaged for some time to come.

Helena Motoh presents seven contemporary Chinese poets (she has translated the
poems from the Chinese), and with her essay Compromise with the wall (Kompromis z
zidom) she provides a thorough insight into the political constraints of Chinese literature
of the late 201 century. Irena Svetek, in her essay on "the paradoxicality of the feminine",
researches into French feminist discourse and the écriture féminine syntagma; this she
confronts with the theory of Julija Kr and with numerous skilful arguments uses her
rejection of the idea of écriture féminine as evidence that the syntagma is, after all,
meaningful.

In his notes on "living with books", the poet, storyteller, editor, essayist and critic Josip
Osti reflects on the prose of one of the most eminent contemporary Slovene writers, Lojze
Kovaci¢. The poet and writer Milan Vinceti¢ assesses the poetry collections of Jurij Kovic,







