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Extrall of a Letter Sfrom the Author
to the Editor. '

“ T With the manufcript which you
have been at the trouble of perufing, were more deferving
of the public attention ; but the faét 1s, that amidft the
indifpen{ible avocations of bufinefs, one has very little
time, during an occafional refidence in Afria‘:, to beftow
attention upon the hiftory, either natural or politicﬁl, of
that country ; and the ftupidity of the natives is an in=
fuperable barrier againft the inquirer’s information.

After your prefling intreaties, 1 cannot with-hold my
confent to its being printed ; and although I have no
ambition for my name to-“appear, yet, if you judge it at
all neceflary, to eftablifb the credibility of the facts related,
you are at liberty to make what ufe you pleafe of it.

1 could not eafily avoid, in my narrative, the terms
king, general, palace, and the like, and be intelligible to
the Englifh reader. For example: what 1 call palace,

a3 is,
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i5, in the language of" the country, fimbsmy ; which
(literally tranflated) means, a big boufe. This might
have founded aukwardly, and 1 have therefore adopted
the correfpohding term modt familiar to an Englifh car.
When thefe terms occur, it muft not be forgotten, that
they are by no means [ntcndcd'to con;'ey the fame ideas,
which are ufually annexed to them in civilized focieties
of mankind : and, for the reafons jull alleged, I may
hope it will be deemed a very exeufable burlefque, to
dignify 4 bratal barbarian with the title of king ; or hid
place of habitation (which is little fuperior to a dog-
kennel) widh the fplendid name of a palace.

Atkins, who faw the palace of the king of W¥lydah
before it was deftroyed, deferibes it as “ a dirty, large,
 bamboo building, of a mile or two in circumference
“ where he kept a thoufand concubines, and divided hia
“ time between eating and luft.”; This defcription, I
venunge 1o’ believe, is very fuitable to all or moft of the
teftyi wob o o
" "The royal fimbamy, or great houfe at Culmina, is fur«
rounded by a mud wall, about twenty feet high ; the
ground it occupies is nearly a fquare ; each fide ol
which is little Thort of a mile in extent ; for I found the
1wo fides which I meafured, each fixteen hundied of

my
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THE AUTHOR TO THE EDITOR. Vil

iy paces in length. In the centre of each fide wasa
large building, in which a guard of women and eunuchs
under arms was pofted. On the roofs, which were of
thatch, were ranged, on fmall wooden ftakes, a great
many buman fhulls of prifoners taken in war. The in-
ner apartments, which I had an opportunity of fecing,
were only feveral large courts, communicating with
each other ; generally fquare, or oblong, encompaffed
by mud walls.  In each of them was a piazza, or fhed,
formed with pofts about feven feet high, and planted in
the ground at the diftance of 2bout twelve or fourteen
feet from the wall : the intermediate {pace was covered
with a flanting thatched roof, fupported on bamboo
rafters, refting upon the pofts, and reaching to the top
of the wall, which, in this part, wasin general] about
twenty feet high, but only eight or ten feet on the other
fides of the court. The area of thefe courts was of the
common {oil of the country ; but beneath the fheds the
ground was elevated a few inches by a bed of clayey
mortar, which fornied the floor 5 and the wall was in
fome parts white-wathed with a fpecies of pipe-clay
which the country produces. The whole had fome-
what the refemblance of an affemblage of farm-yards,
with long thatched barns, hovels for cattle and carts,

'.14 and
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and low wiud walls to feparate thend; from each others
The intefior of a Negrith palace’ is' not. fo eafy to be
deleribed.  Its éoefles arenover eotered by any huﬂnlj
being of the mule gender 'y and -the! female apartments
are guirded. fromvinteufion, with more than eaflérn jeas
louly." T never paffed the hinits_of the cotirts i{eferq
mentioned, except-once, at Jhrmz,- when the old king
Hhades was fick, anib would: fec’ m# in his bed-chame
ber, which. wis @ detachéd citcular’ room; of aboud
eighteen fedt diametér; it-had a thatched, conical roof 3
the ‘walls;werd of mud, and white-wafhed within
there was a fmall area before it, formeil by a wall about
three feet-high, the top of which was fluck full of
human jaw bomes, and the path leading to the door was
paved with buman fhulls.  The matticfs and bed(teads
were of Eurspean manufacture, with check curtains
the furnitare of the room confifted "of a fmall table, a:
ehieft, anid tivo or three chairs 5 and the clay floor was,
covered ‘with i -carpet, which ‘1 had fold to him forne.
few. months before. Ti;e. apartments, for the women
‘each of whom have feparate huts) occupy, [ believe,
the renainder of the fpace within the palace walls §
except a fmall part appropriatgd to the eunuchs, and to
fome neecilary flore-houfes, for holding the p_mviﬁons

of



THE AUTHOR TO THE EDITOR. i%
of his numerous family, as well as for his cowries,
iron bars, clothes, arms, ammunition, &c. and for fome
articles of European furniture. - The late King was very,
defirouis of buying any article of this fc‘;rt that he could
procuré; fuéh as tables; chairs, bureaus,” mahogany.
liquorcafes, walking canes, cafes of knives and forks,
and fpoons, filver cups, and glafs ware. 1 once
brought him a two-handled filver cup and. cover, of
chafed work, weighing fwo oundred and twenty-fix
ounces. 1 have {ometimes dined in the piazzas, or
fheds, before mentioned, and fometimes in the open
area of fome of the courts: on the latter occaflions, the
table, &c. were' fkreened from the fun by large um-
brellas held up by attendants, clothed in the country
drefs ; which (for the men) in Dabomy, conlifts of a
pair of wide drawers, and a piece of cloth of about three
yards long, and two broad, wom loofely round the body,
infuch a manner as to leave the right arm free, and
bare. I found no deficiency of table apparatus, and
the king has always a fucceffion of cooks trained up in
the Eurcpean forts at ¥ hydah, fo that he is able to treat
his vifitors “Irith viGtuals drefled after their own country
manner. My repafts ufed to be ferved up in plates, and

difhes of pewter and earthen ware. I fhould remark,

that
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that although the rwe-twee and dog’s flefb -are highly
relithed by the natives, the king's European guefts are
never difgufted by the introduion of either.

1 do not think the Dahomans are Anthrspophagifts, in
the full fenfe of that word ; though they feruple not to
eat a devoted vi&tim at the public feftivals ; and yet re-
proach their own couritrymen, the natives of Toree, with
Canabalifm, of which, I own, I am not inclined to be-
lieve them guilty. But, that other African nations are
addited to that unnatural praltice, I have not the
fmalleft doubt 3 becaufe, from the concurrent and credi-
ble teﬁilﬁony of thofe who have been at Boany, it is
well known that a Bonmy man kills and cats an Audsmy
man ; and an Audomy man treats a Bonny man in the
fame way, whenever he has an opportunity : I mean,
as a familiar repaft, and not merely in favage triumph
after a victory. Swelgrave is certainly corre, and
Atkins ill-informed and erroncous, refpecting the Dabo-
zan king's motive for invading /#hydab. ' 1 knew many
of the old Whydafians as well as Dahomans who were
prefent when Truds attacked that kingdom. They
attributed his enterprize folely to the defire of extending
his dominions, and of enjoying at the fir#? hand, thofe
commedities which he had been ufed to purchafe of

the
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the #hydafians, who were in pofleflion of the coaft.
Truds had folicited permiffion from the king of #/kydah
to enjoy a free commercial paffage through his country
to the fea fide, on condition of paying the ufual cufloms
upon flaves exparted ; this was peremptorily refufed by
the king of /#hydab ; and in confequence of this refu-
fal, Truds determined to obtain his purpofe by force of
arms : he fucceeded in the attempt, and exterminated a

great part of the inhabitants.

His conqueft of the adjoining kingdom of Ardra
facilitated the acquifition of the other. Ardra was
once a powerful and populous nation, whofe {overeignty
extended from the river Volta, to the Lagos ; but having
afterwards been weakened by the revolts of  Quitte
(called by Baofman, Cste), and of Pspoe, ¥ hydab, Apper,
Bidagry, and Lagss, it became incapable of oppofing
the viftorious arms of Truds. FHWhydah, whofe king
had imprudently declined to lend any afliitance againit
the common enemy, foon fell a very eafy conqueft, and
with it, the tributary port and province of Fucquin.
This reftlefs barbarian, after glutting his vengeance
with carnage, and the defolation of every maritime {tate
which he was able to reduce, turned his fword againft
thofe inland kKingdoms whichi bhad Litherto withftood his

attacks.
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attacks. ~ But meeting unexpeéledly with a fevere re-
pulfe, his ferocity was redoubled by the difgrace, and
he fought to gratify it, by committing frefh outrages,
in the countries he had conquered. The arts of peace,
the encouragement of agriculture, the introduction of
praclicable manufatures, and the promoting a civi-
lized commerce with Eurgpesn traders, by an inter-
change of the native produ/s of the moft fertile {pot i
Guiney, were improvements, of which he does not ap<
pear to have ever formed the {malleft idea ; and of which
his mind was prcbably pot fufceptible. His pretended
letter to his « Brother” George I1. the monarch of Great
Britain, is now known to have been an impudent for-
gery of onc Builfinch Lambe, who made his way with
it to the Duke of Chandas, at that time the great patron
of the Britifh trade to Africa.

The policy of Truds was that of an ambitious and
brutal {avage, who fought to retain the territories he had
acquired, by the expedient of firing the towns, and flaugh-~
tering the inhabitants ; and in thefe exploits he employed
fome of the laft years of his life, which ended in 1732.
The fovereignty develved to Boffa Ahadee, whole Me-
moirs I relate, and now with the utmoft humility {ub~

mit to the candor of the public.”

R. N.



INTRODUCTION.

THE Dabomans, a powerful and war-
‘A& like nation of Africa, who live
to the ealtward of the Gold Coaf?, be-
tween the rivers Volta and Benin, have
not cfcaped' the notice of modern ge-
ographers; whofe attention they en-
gaged, by extending their dominions to
the fea coaft, and annexing to them, by
conqueft, the kingdom of WWhydab; a
country fo refpettable for its trade, that
‘the Englith, French and Portuguele
maintain forts there for the protetion
of their refpeiive fhares of it

The Dabomans, but little more than

a century ago, were an inconfiderable
na;ion; formidable however to their
neighbours, for their valour and mili-
tary fkill : they were¢ then known by
the



X1V INTRODUCTION.

the name of Foys; and the town of
Dawhee, which lies between Cal/mina and
Abamey, was the capital of their {mall
territory.

Early i the laft century, Tacoodonou,
chief of the Foy nation, balely murder-
ed, in violation of the facred laws of
hofpitality, a fovereign prince his neigh- -
bour, who made him a friendly vifit to
honor one of his feftivals: he then at-
tacked and took Ca/mina, the cilpital of
the deccafed : ftrengthened by this ac-
quifition, he ventured to wage war with
Da, king of Abomey, whom hebefieged
in his capital, which he foon reduced;
and in confequence of a vow, that he
made during the fiege, put Da to death,
by cutting open his belly; and placed
his body under the foundation of a pa-
Jace that he built in Abomey, as a memo-
rial of his victory; which he called Da-
komy, from Da the unfortunate victim,
and Homy his belly : that 15, a houfe
built in Da’s belly. ;

Tacoodorou



INTRODUCTION. XV

Tacoodonou after this conquelt fixed
his refidence at ;Abomey, and aflumed
the title of King of Dabomy; of which
the cruel circumftance jult mentioned
gives'the true etymology ; ‘and’ from
thence alfo the Foyps, his fubje&q are
generally called Dabomans : in the coun-
try indeed the old ‘mame of Foys prem
vails; but to Europeans, I believe; they
are only known by the name of Dabe-
mand. :

Thus Tacoodonou eftablifhed the Da-
homan empire, which, about a century
afterwards his  illuftrious delcendant
(_Twmya Trudo aggrandized, by {ubduing
various kingdoms, and adding Whydab
to his dominions, in the year 1727;
the conqueft of which is particularly
related by Snelgrave, Atkins and others.

Having premifed this to the following
aceount, which I have attempted to draw
up, of the reign of Bofa Abadee, late

king
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king of Dabomy, T fhall conclude with
ahﬁ of the kmgs of -that coumry

¥
)

Tacoodonou Canucred A&dmey;~ and
founded the. Dabomrm emplre, about the
year, 4025kt ciil . i1t olls, 99
: .ﬁa’czzm&aul be&an his rexgn n 1650.

}. 11t

' =V.-éczggee in 1880 A

Guadja Trudo (who conquered .
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Bcﬂz A/yaa’ee ln 1732
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OF THE REIGN OF

B.0.8 SA A HA D EE,

KEKING or DAHOMY.

Written in the Year 1973,

5 5 8 TR T

BO.S‘SJ AHADEE fucceeded his father
Guadja Trudo in his hereditary kingdom

of Dahomy, and alfo in the pofleflion of thofe
numerous and extenfive acquifitions obtained
by the victorious forces of that fuccefsful
tyrant ;—the valuable kingdoms of drdrab
and Whydab, togethér_with_ Toree, Didouma,
Ajirrab and Facquin, towards the fea; be-
fides feveral ftates inland bordering upon
B Dabomy ;



2 MEMOIRS OF THE REIGN

Dabomy ; as  Povey, which he affigned for
the patrimony of the heir-apparent, and
others, whefe names I am not acquainted
with.  All thefe, Trudo conquered, and lived
to fee effectually enflaved to his domination.

By Trudrs management (in tolerating
his new fubjects with the free exercife of
their various fuperftitions ; and incorporat-
ing them with the Dabomans by intermar-
riage if it may be fo called), no diftinc-
tions being made between the conquerors
and conquered, who were now become one
people, many of thofe who had fled their
native countries, to avoid the calamities of
war, were induced to return and fubmit
quictly to his government ; by which means,
every part of his dominions became reple-
nifhed with people, and fo devoted was
their fubmiffion, that none of the conquered
ftates have to this day made any efforts
to regain their independence.

Such was the fituation of affairs, when
Trudo, full of years, paid the debt of nature.
His memory is ftill dear to the Dabomans, and
in matters of great importance it is cuftom-
ary with them to fwear by his name, as the

moft
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moft facred of all imprecations. His nume-
tous conquefts teftify him to have been a
great warrior ; and that he was courteous, as
well as intrepid, appears from his reply to
the governors of the French, Englifh, and
Portuguefe forts in #hydab, who applied to
him, on his conqueft of that country, for an
abatement of the duties which had been ex-
acted by the former fovereigns from the Eu-
ropean {hipping trading there. “ Asa mark
“« of my eftecem, faid he, I will ufe you as an
« old man does his young bride, to whom he
“ can refufe nothing ; it fhall be as you re-

“quire, I remit you one half of the duties
L13 fOr ever.”

As it is criminal in the natives of this
country to difcourfe on politics, or to make
any remarks upon the adminiftration of pub.-
lic affairs, it is difficult to acquire any exten-
five knowledge of facts; and the little infor-
mation which can be obtained, is but imper-
fect : the remembrance of the moft inter-
efting occurrences generally dies with thofe
concerned in them. Fathers have not here
an opportunity of relating to their children
a detail of what they have feen or done:

B2 the
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the children belong to the ftate, or rather
are the property of the king, to whom they
are fent at too tender an age to recollect any
thing “of their parents. The old foldier
dares not thew his fcars and fight his battles
over a bottle here; however, during a long
refidence, I have picked up the following
memoirs among them : which I have ar-
ranged in order of time, as well as my in-
formation enabled me.

Trudo’s death was concealed, as is cufto-
mary upon fuch occafions, until the prime
minifters, who are ftiled Tamegan and May-
hou, had confulted togther, and agreed
which of his fons was to fucceed ; a truft
which devolves to thefe officers, upon the
deceafe of their fovereign: for though the
fon, who is the firft born, after his father
comes into poffeflion of the regal dignity,
1s efteemed heir apparent to his domi-
nions, yet if he appears to thefe two minif-
ters, from fome defect or vice, of body or
mind, to be unworthy of this exalted fta-
tion, they have the power of rejeéting him,
and of chufing from among the other chil-
dren, him who feems to be moft deferving

or



OF BOSSA AHADEE. 5

or beft qualificd to rule over them.* Upon
the prefent occafion, they rejected the eldeft
fon, and were unanimous in fixing their
choice on Ahadee; whofe reign has been a
continued feries of mifery to his unhappy
country, and who, notwithftanding fome
good qualities, has proved upon the whole, a
bad king, and a worfe man. ;
Tamegan and Maybor having determined
on their choice, announced Trudo’s death and
proclaimed Abadee King : by which determi-
nation, his elder brother Zingab, finding his
hopes difappointed, and himfelf aggrieved
by the lofs of an inheritance, with the ex-
pectation of which he had flattered himfelf ;
founded privately the difpofition of his
friends. Onapplying fecretly to thofe upon
whom he had conferred favors in his father’s
life time, he received aflurance, of numbers

B3 being

* This we find was alfo the cuftom in the kingdom of
Whydah; where a general plunder prevailed, until the
choice of the new king was publickly announced ; there is
fomething remarkable in this temporary anarchy, (and re-
turn as it were into the flate of nature) asif it were orid
ginally meant, to make the. people eager for the revival of
fovereign power, and a fettled government.
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being willing to efpoufe his caufe; and he
began to concert meafures to furprize his
brother, and feize the government either by
ftratagem or force. Abadee however, got
intelligence of his defign ; Zingab, and the
principal confpirators were feized, juft on
the point of taking up arms to affert his
claim: Zingah was fewed up in a hammock
at Albomey, in which he was carried to /#hy-
dab, where he was put into a canoe, and
taken about two leagues out at fea, and there
thrown over-board and drowned. The law
of the country does not allow the facred
blood of the royal family to be fhed, but ap-
points this punifhment for their offences:
fuch was the end of Zingah, and all bis adbe-
vents weve put to death.

The king, now clear of his competitor,
and fecure in the peaceable pofleflion of his
dominions, threw off the mafk, and gave an
unbounded indulgence to his inclinations ;
which unhappily were of the worft kind.
One of the firft edicts of his reign was, that
every man of the name of Bofa, thould be
put to death; which cruel order was punc-
tually executed throughout his 'dominions ;

' old
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old and young, indifcriminately fuffered, and
many innocent and ufeful men, were loft to
the community, for the gratification of his
vanity ; who thought it an infult to majcity,
that a fubject thould bear the fame name as
the fovereign.

Though fame has tran{mitted this enor-
mity to pofterity, the has been kind to his
memory in burying in oblivion the repeated
acts of cruelty and oppreffion which at laft
roufed Mayhou, and induced him in 17335, to
take up arms, to free his country from the
tyranny, under which it groaned.

From the {pecimen above mentioned, we
may judge, what the king was capable of
doing ; and great indeed muft the provoca-
tions have been, that induced Maybou to take
this ftep ; for it is the difpofition of the Dabo-
mans to think favorably of their king, and
approve his actions; they reverence him
with a mixture of love and fear, little {hort
of adoration. « [ think of my k'ing,” re-
plied a Dabomy man to me; when I afked
him, juft before his going to battle, if he
was not apprehenfive of finding the enemy
too ftrong. « I think of my king,” faid

By ¢ Dakou,
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Dakon,* « and then T dare engage five of
“ the enemy myfelf.” I am anxious for your
fafery, faid I, and fhall be happy that you
efcape the dangers of the day. ¢ It is not
“ material ;* “ he replied, my head belongs
« to the king, not to myfelf ; if he pleafes to
«‘fend for it, I am ready to refign it; or if
« 1t is fhot through in battle, it makes no
¢« difference to me ; I am fatisfied, fo that it
« is the fervice of my king.” Every Dabosgy
man poflefles the fame fentiments; even at
this day, after a tyranny of forty years, their
loyalty and attachment remain unfhaken.
Though his people are daily falling viGtims
to his avarice, oranger, and there is not an
individual in his dominions, but has loft

fome ‘near and dear connection by his orders,
yet their misfortunes are attributed entirely
to their own indifcretions; and whatever the
king does, they are perfuaded is right: fuch
blind fubmiffion and obedience, is probably
no where elfe to be found.

Maybon, who had béen brought up and

* A faithful {ervant whom I employed in my faftory,
he afterwards fell undefervedly under the king's difplea-
fure, and was {old, by his order, for a flave.

fought
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fought under Trudo, and had feen better
days; finding all his perfuafions ineffectual
to reclaim the young king, who was deaf to
his advice ; could no longer remain a mere
{peétator of the diftreflesof his country: he
had erred in his choice when he preferred
Ahbadee to his brother ; and judging it a du-
ty which he owed to his country, to free it
from the tyrant whom he had concurred in
placing upon the throne, he withdrew from
court, and foon appeared in rebellion at the
head of a powerful army. Thus, in addi-
tion to the evils with which Abadee afflicted
his country, he plunged it into the horrors
of a civil war; the iffue of which, had the
event been equal to the juftice of it, might
have been fatal to him: but it terminated
otherwife by the exertions of Apasw®, who
commanded the royal army ; in which were
many of the brave veterans who had fo often
conquered under Trudo. He entirely de-
feated the rebel army ; Maybou and many of
his friends fell in the engagement : the pri-
foners taken on this occafion were put to death;

* . .
Agasw, is the title of the commander in chief of the
king's army, and not the name of a particular man.
and
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and the few who efcaped, having nothing to
hope from the king’s clemency, and to avoid
the tortures intended for them, fled into the
neighbouring ftates, and ended their days in
exile. The king feems to have harboured
no vindictive refentment againft Maybou’s
family, for he foon after advanced his younger
brother into his office, and he continues to
be Mayhou tothis time ; a circumftance rather
extraordinary in Abadee’s conduct, who has
given very few inftances of his clemency. In
offences lefs heinous than that of Maybou,
when a man commits, or (what in the Da-
homan maxims amounts to the {ame) is ac-
cufed, of a crime, for which he is condemned
to death, or to jlavery; his effets are for-
feited to the king; his domeftics, relations,
and friends, arec all feized; fome of them
perhaps fuffer death ; the remainder are al-
ways fold for flaves: when the delinquent
happens to be a man of confequence, with
numerous dependants and connections, who
are made to fuffer death, or flavery on Ais ac-
count, it is no inconfiderable lofs to the ftate ,
yet this is a calamity, which often happens ;
and together with the carnage of war, has

contributed
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contributed greatly to depopulate this un-
happy country.

C-B AP

THE internal tranquility of the king-
dom was reftored by Maybow’s defeat,
and death ; but the Foys, did not long enjoy
the {weets of peace: deftruction threatened
them from another quarter. To the north-
eaft of Dabomy lies a fine, fertile, and extenfive
country, inhabited by a great, and warlike
people, called the FEyoes; the fcourge and
terror of all their neighbours.  Thefe Eyoes,
are governed by a king; but not by one fo
abfolute as the tyrant of Dabomy. If what
report fays of him be true, when his ill con-
duct gives juft offence to his people, a depu-
tation from them wait upon him, it is faid,
and reprefent to him, that the burden of go-
vernment has been fo fatiguing, that it is
full time for him to repofe from his cares,
and to indulge himfclf with a little fleep.

" He
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He thanks his people for their attention te
his eafe, retires to his apartment as if to
{leep, where he gives directions to his wo-
men to ftrangle him; which is immediately
executed, and his fon ciuir:tly fucceeds him,
upon the fame terms of holding the govern-
ment no longer than his conduct merits the
approbation of his people.

The Dabomans, to give an idea of the
ftrength of an Eyoe army, aflert, that when
they go to war, the general {preads the hide
of a buffaloe before the door of his tent,
and pitches a fpear in the ground, on each
fide of it; between - which the {foldiers
march, until the multitude, which pafs over
the hide, have worn an hole through it; as
foon as this happens, he prefumes that his
forces are numerous cnough to take the
field. The Dabsmans may poffibly exagge-
rate, but the Fyoes are certainly a very po-
pulous, warlike and powerful nation.

They invaded Dabomy in 1738 with an
irrefiftible army, and laid the country wafte
with fire and fword to the gates of Abomey ;
here, the Foys had colleéted their whole
ftrength, and waited the arrival of the ene-

my,
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my, who were advancing with an incredible
multitude.

The Foys, though inferior in numbers,
were not intimidated ; they had feen fervice
under Tyuds, but never was their valour
called forth upon a more trying occafion;
their country and every thing that was dear
to them, lay at ftake; and they did all
that could be expected in its defence. = The
enemy attacked them in the morning ; they
acted wonders on that day; twice they re-
pulfed the Ejyoes, and had nearly given them
a total defeat; but freth fupplies of the
enemy continually pouring in, to replace
thofe who fell, the Foys, worn out with fa-
tigue, were obliged to yield at laft to fu-
perior numbers, and retreated, under cover
of the night, into Abomey: having killed of
the Eyoes, above twice the number of their
own army. Their fituation now became
truly calamitous, and no profpeét was before
them, but an utter extinétion of the Dabomy
name and nation.

Abomey is a very large town, furrounded
with a deep moat, but has no wall nor
brealt-work to defend the beficged; nor are

there
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there any f{prings of water in it; confe-
quently, it could not be long tenable. The
firflt care of the Dabomans on the night after
the battle, whilft the Eyses were too much
fatigued to interrupt them, was, to fend
away the wounded, and the women and
children, to Zaffa, a town about twenty-five
miles off, where the King then was; who
when he learned the unfortunate iffue of the
day, was immediately conveyed, with his
women and treafures, to an inacceflible re-
treat, about four hours journey from Zaffa.
The path leading to it is extremely intri-
cate, and known to very few of the Dabo-
mans themfelves ; and is never vifited, except
in cafes of the laft extremity, when the
king is obliged to fly for the fafety of his
perfon.  As none but the king’s own family
take fhelter there, it was efteemed an extra-
ordinary mark of refpect fhewn to Mr.
Gregory, governor of the Englip fort at
Whydab, who happened to be at Zafa at
this unhappy time, that the king was pleafed
to take him in his royal fuite to this place.
Agaow, the King’s general at Abomey, con-
tinued to defend the place, and amufe the

enemy,
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enemy, until he learned that the king was
fafe, and Zafla evacuated: he then took the
advantage of a dark night, conducted the
remains of his army fafe, paffed the enemy,
and fled ; leaving the town to the mercy of
the Eyoes, who afterwards plundered and
burnt it ; as they alfo did Calmina and Zaf-
Ja: they lived in the country at difcretion,
as long as they could procure fubfiftence ;
and in a few months, when that grew fcarce,
rcturned to their own country. Had they,
when they engaged at Alomey, detached a
part of their numerous army, and attacked
Zafla at the fame time, the king and all his
treafure muft inevitably have fallen into
their hands : and for this neglect, their general
was difgraced upon his return.

The Eyoes continued for feveral years, to
harrafs Dabomy with an annual vifit: the
Foys never thought it prudent to engage
them afterwards; but when apprized of
their coming, ufed to evacuate their towns,
divide into fimall parties, and fhelter them-
felves as well as they could in their faftneffes
and woods. ‘The king ufed all his efforts
to obtain an accommodation, and offered

them



16 MEMOIRS OF THE REIGN

them any reafonable compenfation to re-
frain from hoftilities ; but it was difficult to
fatisfy their demands. They claimed, in
confequence of an old treaty, an annual tri-
bute; the payment of which had been
omitted in the profperous days of Truds.
Thele arrears were confiderable ; and frefh
demands were alfo added, on account of
the conqueft of Whydah, which the Eyoes
looked upon as aninexhauftible fource of
wealth to the king. Their expectations,
upon the whole, were fo exorbitant, that
Abadee found it impracticable to fatisfy
them; and the FEyes continued to ravage
the country for feveral years, burning their
towns, deftroying their crops in harveft,
killing many people, and carrying numbers
away into captivity. In the year 1747, how-
ever, the Eyces confented to an accommo-
dation, and compromized the matter for a
tribute, which is paid them annually at
Calmina, in the month of November.

% CHAP.
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CHAP I

SHE Dabomans, whilft they were thus dif-

trefled by the Eyoes, were engaged in

two other bloody wars (each of which con-

tinued above thirty years) with the Mabees,

and with the old #hydabs ; who had fled out

of the country at the conquett, and were now
aflifted by their neighbours the Popoes.

The Mabee country, which is an extenfive
one, lies to the weftward of Dabomy, on its
borders; it is divided into feveral {mall
ftates, each governed by its own laws, and
independent of one another: thefe ftates
form a repullic, and unite for the common
fafety, when dangers threaten any of the con-
federated members. The war with them
was entirely provoked by Abadee. They were
difpofed to live in friendfhip with him ; but
his reftlefs fpirit would not fuffer them to
remain in peace. He claimed a right of in-
terference in their national concerns, and in-

i fifted
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fifted on altering their mode of government ;
and upon their refufal to comply, declared
war againft them. He had heard in hig
youth, that the Iuys were invincible, and
their arms irrefiftible : but if they were fo in
the days of Trude, his misfertunes and dil-
graces thould have taught Abadee to be lefs
confident. He refoived therefore to abolith |
the republic, and give the Mabees a king;
but he wanted talents proportioned to this
enterprife.  Truds had been monareh, ftatef-
man, general, uniting all in his own perfon,
and conftantly fought at the head of his
troops. - Abadee; immured in his feraglio,
where thoufands adminiftered to his plea-
fures, expected a prompt devotion to his will,
and flattering himfelf with an eafy conquefy
thought nothing was more expedient for that
purpofe, than to fignify to Agaow, * That
“ bis houf wanted thatch,” which is the phrafe
ufed in giving his general orders to go to
war, and alludes to the cuftom of placing the
“heads of the enemy, killed in battle, or any
of the prifoners of diftinction, on the roof of
the guard houfes at the gates of his palaces.
Abadee pretended, that his fubjects tra-
< velling
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velling thro:;gh the Mubee country to more
diftant nations,” for the purpofes of trade,
were - frequently opprefled by heavy taxes,
arbitrarily impofed there by the ftates
through which they had occafion to pafs;
that thefe ftates were fo numerous and avi-
ricious, that it was impoffible, in the prefent
fituation of affairs, to regulate their de-
mands, for the future fecurity of his fubjects’
property ; but that if eze king governed the
whole Muabee nation, treaties could then be
eftablithed, to the mutual advantage of both
kingdoms. This in falt was mere pretence;
for no part of Abadee’s conduct had teftified
that regard for the welfare and intereft of his

people, which his language on the prefent
occafion feemed to manifeft. The true rea-

fon was, that ene of his favorite wives, who
was a Mabee woman, had a brother whom he
wifhed to advance to this dignity; but the
Mabees refufed to relinquifh their independ-
ence, and fubmit to be governed by a ty-
rant; and Abadee perfifted in his refolution.
A war commenced in 1737, and was carried
on with all that favage fury which is cufto-
mary afmong barbarous nations, The pri--
Ce foners
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foners of diftinction were put to death; and
the other captives configned to flavery ; thefe
were the Ze¢ff terms either party allowed.
Many battles were fought with various fuc-
cels ; fometimes the Mabees, fometimes the
Dabomans were victorious ; but neither would
relinquith their pretenfions: to follow them
through all their fcenes of flaughter, would
be a difgufting tafk, and indeed almoft im-
poflible.

The fevereft blow which the Mahees ye-
ceived was in 1752, about fifteen years after
the commencement of the war: they had
been unfuccefsful in fome battles, and were
unable to keep the ficld. There i3, in their
country a very high mountain called Boagry,
rendered almoft inacceflible by nature, and
deemed impregnable : thither the Mabees
fled, with the thattered remains of their ar..
my. The Dabomans pillaged, 2nd laid wafte
the country without oppofition ; and having
impofed what terms, and contributions thoy
pleafed on the vanquifhed, Agaow fat down
with his army and invefted Boagry ; which.
as a camp, had one fault ; it was as difficulz
to quit, when occafion required, as it was.

arduous
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srduous of accefs. Many fkirmifhes hap-
pened betwixt the befiegers and befieged,
thefe making frequent fallies, and the others
many attempts to force their way up the
mountain.  The Mabees, planted corn, and
had plenty of water upon Boagry, which en-
abled thera to perfevere in a long refift-
ance.

Agaow, had now invefted them near twelve
months, without being able to advance far
up the mountain ; when the king, folicitous
for the honor of his arms, fent his general
all the affiftance that he was able to draw to-
gether, and ordered him to hazard every
thing for the reduction of Boagry, whatever
the lofs of men might be on the occafion.
Agaow, was by this time, well acquainted
with the mountain, and led on his men to
this dangerous enterprize, determined either
to conquer, or die in the attempt: he at.
tacked it, in every accefible part: the Ma-
bees, made an obftinate refiftance, and killed
an immenfe number of their enemy ; but at
laft, the bravery of the Dabomans, and their
fuperior numbers, furmounted every diffi-
culty ; they routed the Mabees from their

C3 entrenchments,
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entrenchments, and fummit. © A prodigious
flaughter enfued, for there was no poffibility
of efcaping: the unfortunate remnant which
the fword had fpared, were led in triumph,
captive to Abomey, where the chiefs were
put to death, and the remainder fold for
flaves. ?

The king was at this time warmly ena
gaged with the old Whydabs, and Popoes ;
and had occafion for all his troops to re~
inforce his army in that quarter, which in-
duced him to defift from further hoftilities
againft the Mabees at prefent, and even to
confent to a truce with them ; byt as this
was ill obferved by either fide, it proved of
very fhort continuance. The Mabees, though
defeated, were far from being fubjugated ;
thofe who had fled, after the calamity which
happened at Beagry, returned to their coun-
try, and were ftill a formidable enemy: efpe-
cially as the Dabomans, were now weakened
by a feries of near twenty years unprofitable
wars.

Hoftilities were renewed, and. carried on
as before, to the ruin of both countries;
without producing any thing decifive. _Aba-

dee
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dee could not cffect his purpofe of umpofing
a king on the Mabees ; nor were they fo far
humbled as to fubmit to accept of one.
They refolved to retaliate the infult at Boagry,
by invading Dabomy; and actually penetrated
into that difmal foreft which divides Dabomy
from Ardra, in order by that manceuvre to
intercept ~any fuccours coming from the
kingdoms of Ardra or Whydab to the relicf
of Dabomy : but in confequence of fome divi-
{ion in their councils (a grievance to which
republics are generally expofed), they re-
tired again without atchieving any thing
worthy of the boldnefs and wifdom of the

defign. |
In 1764, the advantage feemed to be on the
fide of the Dabomans, who then laid fiege a
fecond time to Boagry : but had not a fuffi-
cient force to render themfelves mafters of
it. Several of Abadee’s fons were with his
army, to animate the foldiers by their pre.
fence ; and among them his favorite Fupera,
his father having fent him under Agaow’s
care, to acquire military excellence. This
general had been encamped above twelve
months around Boagry ; when the king, im~
Cy patient
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patient at the delay, accufed him.of cowar-
dice, and fent Maybou to take the command :
with orders to proceed immediately to the
affault. - When Apaow found himfelf {uper~
feded, and difgraced, he judged it was time
to confult his perfonal fafety, as he well
knew- the king’s difpleafure to be implacas
ble. 'Having Fupera, the beir-apparent in
power, he could havetaken a fevere revenge
of his ungrateful mafter; but he generoufly
delivered him into Maybouw’s care, and with-
drew privately to the Mabees : who received,
and protected him. :

Maybou, made an unfuccefsful attempt
againft Doagry ; was repulfed, and obliged to
raife the fiege : he returned with his army to
Dabomy ; and to add to the unfortunate
event, Fupera died on the march. Adbadee
failed in his views, and in fact unable to pro-
{ecute them any further, never attempted
any thing of confequence afterwards againft
the Mabees ; and the perfon, in whofe favor
he had made fo many fruitlels exertions, dy-
ing lome years afterwards, both parties
fecmed heartily tired of the war, and agreed
to a peace in 1772, which ftill continues.

CHAP.
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CH AE. IV,

URING the continuance of the Ma.

bee war, the Dabomans had toé much
employment, in another quarter, to permit
them ever to breathe from their toils.  The
old Whydabs, aflifted by the Popoes, allowed
them no refpite on that fide. This war was
ftill more ruinous if poffible, than that which
was carried on with the Mabees : the Dabo-
mans, were generally obliged to act upon the
defenfive ; and even when they routed the
enemy, could reap but little advantage from
the victory : for their country, environed by
fwamps, and creeks, is fo defenfible by na-
ture, that it was next to impoffible to purfue
them. It may be neceflary to explain the
motives of this war.

When Truds, king of Dabomy had fubdued
Ardra, and Toree, he led his victorious army
in 1727, againft the Whydahs, who fhame-
fully fled before him ; and without making

- any
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any refiftance, or even trying the fortune of
a battle, yielded their country an eafy prey
to the invader. Many were made prifoners,
and fold for flaves ; fome furrendered them-
felves to the conqueror’s mercy, and were
admitted to be his vaflals : but, the greater
number efcaped, and fled out ot the country,
taking refuge among their neighbours the
FPopoes, whole country borders on Whydab, to
the weftward, and fettled there; in a low,
marfthy country, furrounded with fwamps,
and interfeéted with many branches of rj-
vers, which form a multitude of iflands, on
which they lived. Thefe refugees, affifted
by the Popoes, with whom they were incor-
porated and became as it were one nation,
bore an inveterate hatred againft the Dabo-
mans ; and, urged by a defite of regaining
their native country, omitted no occafion to
harrafs them. Their vicinity to #hydab ; the
facility with which they tranfported their
troops in canoes, within two miles of Griv
awhee, the capital of it ; the embarrafled fitu-
ation of the king’s affairs, whofe country was
fometimes over run by the Eyoes, and whofe
whole force was at other times employed

againtt
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apainft the Mabees, and this frontier left de-
fencelefs; afforded them many opportunities
of committing invafions with advantage.
They frequently got pofleffion of Whydab
beach, and interrupted the trade; ih which
event the fhipping were often confiderable
fufferers : the white people, their goods, or
whatever property happened to be on the
beach fell a prey to them: fometimes they
made incurfions up to the town of Griwbee,
where the Englifh, French, and Portuguefe,
have each, a fort; and if attacked by a fu-
perior force, they readily efcaped to their
canoes, and eluded their purfuers: for the
Dabomans have no addrefs in engageménts
on the water, as they are altogether unac-
quainted with the management of canoes.
An occafion prefented in the year 1741,
which had it been rightly managed, might
have concluded thefe differences, to the {a-
tisfaction of the king, and to the advantage
of his country: but, over-ruled by his evil
genius, he neglected the opportunity ; and
exafperated the /#bydabs more than ever.
The Whydabs, in their exile, ftill adhered
to the fyftem of their old government; and

continued
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continued to be ruled by a kizg : but it was
neceflary, on the acceflion of a new one, that
he thould be inaugurated at Xguvier, which
had been the feat of his anceftors, and the
capital of W#hydab, before the conquelt ; for
the “ celebration of which ceremony it was
requifite, that permiffion thould firft be ob-
tained from Abadee, who derived an advant.
age from it, by exacting a confideration for
the liberty of going thither; and asa truce
was neceffary for a ceflation of hoftilities
on thefe occafions, he did not emit to turn
it to account, whenever there wasan oppor-
tunity, by employing his agents to fow di-
vilions among them, in hope of reaping
fome advantage by that means,

To be king of the W bydabs, even in their
humbled ftate, had its temptations ; and the
brother of the rightful heir was, upon the
death of his father, which happened about
that time, ambitious of this rank., If
Abadee did not fuggeft, he at leaft encou-
raged this fcheme, with a view to divide
the /¥bydabs ; and affured him of his fupport ;
in return for which, the other engaged pri-

vately to become his tributary and ally, and
, o
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to pay a confiderable fum upon his acceffion
to the government. This wicked young
man (relying on Abadee’s protection) whilft
the ceremonies were preparing at Xavrer, to
inveft his brother with the regal dignity, had
the audacity to murder him there, and the
addrefs to be appeinted king in his place;

and clofed his atchievement, by devoyring
the heart of his unfortunate brother; which

laft act of unnatural barbarity was the proof
required by Abadee, of unlimited devotion to
his commands.

The enormity of this adiion, and the en-
gagements which the uiurper had made with
Abadee, though intended to be kept fecrer,
did not altogether efcape the knowledge of
the /#hydabs ; they fufpected what had
pafled, and feveral of them, inftead of re-
turning from Xavier to live under fuch a
king, remained in the country, and fettled
under the protection of the Portuguefe fore
at Griwbee; of which Seiguior Fobn Bafile
Wwas at that time governor; a gentleman of
humane - temper and engaging difpofition.
Thefe people maintained a correfpondence
with their countrymen, and making a favor-

able
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able report of the governor’s behavior, and
of their own fituation, many of the old
Whydahs were induced to come and fettle in
the country, to avoid the horrors of a civil
war in theirown: five or fix hundred per-
fons eftablithed themfelves peaceably in this
manner ; and if this difpofition had been
properly encouraged, in all probability a
much greater number had followed their ex-
ample ; but Abadee, without Waiting for fuch
a defirable event, by which he would have
gained a large addition of ufeful and valu.
able fubje@s, cruelly determined to feize
upon thefe poor people, and fell them for
flaves.  To facilitate his defign, the king in-
vited Seignior Fobn Bafile to Abomey, on pre-
tence of bufinefs; but the true motive was,
to have him in his power. The governor
proceeded on his journey, and meeting Agarw
at the head of an army upon the road, in full
march towards Whydab ; he was arrefted by
the king’s order, and informed that the only
condition of regaining his liberty was to de-
liver up all the #hydabs who had put them-
felves under his protetion: the governor
urged his faith and honor plighted to thefe
people;
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people ; and, treating the propofal with con-
tempt, was detained prifoner by the general;
who continued his march to Griwbee, and
encamped on Gonnegee, a plain between that
town and the river, by which pofition he
cut off the retreat of the Whydabs to their
own country. Agaow, finding the governor
was determined not to betray the. /#hydabs,
offered to take a certain quantity of goods,
as a ranfom for them: the propofal was ac-
cepted, and the goods delivered ; but pre-
tences were ftill found to detain the gover-
nor, anda freth demand for more goods was
made : thefe he allo confented to pay, and
{ent an order to the fort for their delivery.
A head fervant of his, a black man, who had
charge of the fort, faw that they were de-
ceiving his mafter; and refufed to fend any
more goods. He intimated his fufpicions
to the /#hydabs, who finding no peflibility
of efcape, refolved to defend themfelves to
the laft extremity: they retired into the
fort, and got every thing in order for its pro-
tection ; determined, if overpowered at laft,
to fell their lives as dear as poffible: Agacwe
remained quiet in his camp on Gonnegee, for

about
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about a fortnight, perhaps waiting for ors
ders; and then came to a refolution to at-
tack the fort. 'This was furrounded with
a wall and a deep moat, and mounted about
thirty guns. Agaow’s difadvantage lay in
having no artillery ; however, early in the
morning, on the 1ft of November 1741, he
led on his troops to the ftorm, and began
his attack on every fide; thofe within the
fort were not idle ; bur with their cannon
made a prodigious flaughter: the Dabomans,
with that bravery which animates them on
all occafions, filled up their ranks with frefh
men, as faft as others fell, and continued the
affault. About noon a quantity of gun
powder in one of the baftions took fire, and
communicated the flame to the roofs of the
buildings, which were thatched, and blazed
furioufly : this accident threw the befieged
into great confufion, which was confiderably
increafed by an explofion of the magazine,
in whofe deftruction every foul near it was
involved. 'The Dabomans now entered at
the embrafures, almoft without oppofition,
and put every man they met with to the
fword. The governor's faithful fervant,

who
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who had commianded in the defence, fecing
all was loft, threw open thé gate, and with a
keg of gunpowder under his arm, and 2
lighted match in his hand, ran, impelled
with ' rage and defpair, towards the place
where  Agaow was: and having got as near
to him as he could, with intention ro make
him a partner 'in his own unmerited fate, fet
fire to the powder, and heroically blew him-
felf to pieces : his fecond in command was
taken alive, and roafted aftérwards beforca
flow fire at Calmina. Abadee afterwards re-
built the fort for the Portugucfe, and difa-
vowed Agacw’s proceedings ; denying that
he gave him any orders toact as he had done;
but, although he was defirous to throw the
odium of this affair upon his general, no one
pretended to acquit Abadee himfelf from the
infamy of the whole plan and tranfaction.
Agaotw was about to return from this ex.
ploit, when he received orders from the king
to go and chaftife the people of Facquin; a
country which borders immediately on ##/hy-
dab, 1o the eaftward: it was once a place of

fome confequence, and the Dutch had for-
merly a fettlement there.

D

It had been con-
quered
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quered: by Tviuds, and ahnexed to his domi-
nions : but: the inhabitants, taking advant-
age of the:perplexed flate of the king’s af-
fairs, had neglected for forme time paft to pay
the tribute,  which' had 'been impofed on
them.  This country, like: that. of the Po-
poes, furrounded with maithes and fwamps;:
was of difficult accefs; and the Dabomans.
were not fufliciently acquainted with the en-
virons, to be able to make an inroad into it :
but it happened at this time, that a' woman
of fome confequence, belonging toa Facquin
chief having been guilty of fome gallantries,
dreaded the punifhment of her inconftancy,
fled to' Dabomy ; and for a promife of the
royal protection, engaged to conduct his ar-
my through the only path by which Yac-
quin ¢ould be invaded with effect. Apaow
having this woman for his guide, entered
Jacquin unexpectedly, and extirpated the whole
nation, wmot leaving a fingle inbabitant alive in
the whale country *; for the poor people, hem-
med in by ‘their impaffable morafles, were

* Adawrzon 1, fent a few familics to re-eflablith a feecle-
ment there in the year 1954,

caught,
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caught, as it were, in a trap, and could’ not
efcape:

C°H'AP. V.

SHE /Whydabs were too much difgufted
with their new king, to fuffer him to
reign long over them ; he had rendered him-
feIf fo odious, that he could not even form
a party among them to fupport his preten-
fions, and unable to make Abadee the pay-
ment, which had been promifed at his ac-
ceffion, all fuccours from that quarter were
refufed : he was therefore obliged to relin-
quifh that government which he had atroci-
oufly obtained, and withdrew to  Dabomy ;
where, after wandering about for fome time
univerfally defpifed, he died miferably of a
leprous difcafe, contradted immediately on
his return from Xavier : and which the Da-
bomans attributed to the horrid repaft he had"

made there, when he devoured the heart of
his own brother.

D2 All
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All that had paffed ferved only to exafpe-
rate the exiled /#hydabs ftill more againft
Abadee, and hoftilities were renewed with
greater fury than ever: in 1743 they en-
larged their plan of operations, and feemed
determined to difpute the pofleflion of #hy-
dab with him. The Popoes, and all their
other friends, concurred in affifting them,
and they invaded Whydab with a powerful
army. Their defigns had been no fecret,
but it was out of the king’s power to pre.
vent them: Dabomy was at that time overa
run by the Eyoes or Jaos, and every thing was
in confufion : Agaow and the army were at a
confiderable diftance, engaged with the Ma-
bees ; and Whydah was left almoft defence-
lefs, and effec¢tually deprived of any military
aflitance: hawever, Caukaow* did every thing
that could be expected from a brave and
loyal foldier : he put his fmall army in readi-
nefs ; Eubiga, the vice-roy, aflembled all
that were able to bear arms in the town, and
joined him ; the Xavier Cabocheers, and all

* The title of the military officer who commands in
Whydah,
their



OF BOSSA AHADEE. 37

their ‘vaffals increafed his force; but ftill
‘Cankaow was inferior to the enemy : however
he was not intimidated, he knew his own
heart, and relied on the bravery of his fol-
lowers. Fear never enters into the mind of
a Daboman ; cowardice is no part of his
compofition: he marched out againft the

enemy, and met them about a mile to the
weftward of the French fort. The generals

of both parties held a difpaffionate conver-
fation at the head of their troops ; in which
they declared to each other their refpective
determinations, the one to conquer, the other
to defend the country : they drank together,
and Cankaow toafted health to his king, and
fuccefs to his arms; withing that if he was
unfuccefsful on that day, he might not fur-
vive the difgrace, but perifh like the glafs,
out of which he had drank, dathing it as he
fpoke againft' the ground, and breaking it
in pieces. The battle commenced, and was
obftinately fought : all that rude fkill, and
ferocious courage could effect, was executed
on each fide ; at laft Cankaorw fell at the head
of his men, after inflicting and receiving in-
nurnerablc wounds, and diftinguifhed both

D3 as
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as a general, and a foldier. . The firft in rank,
were foremoft in danger. Ewbiga, and nearly
all the chieftains of his party were among
the flain; and the Xavier Cabocheers fhared
the fame fate. The Dabomans, deftitute of
leaders, and overpowered by numbers, were

thrown into confufion, and totally routed.
The encmy next day pillaged Griwbee,
without oppofition, and burned it ; the in-~
habitants fled out of the country, and left
the #Whydabs in peaceable pofleffion. They
fummened the forts to fubmit, or at leaft to
acknowledgc the new government : but the
governors continued attached to the king,
and refufed to accede to the propofals of-
fered by his enemies. The old Whydabs
flocked into the country in great numbers,
with their families; and built a-town upon
Gonnegee, a ‘plain between Griwkee and the
river, juft beyond all annoyance from the
guns of the forts, Three tedious months
elapfed after the battle, which had been fo
fatal to the king’s affairs, without his re-
ceiving any advices from the governors of
the forts ; who began to be fo much in want
of provifions, that it is probable they could
not
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aot have continued much longer, to de-
cline an accommodation with the W hydabs ;
when a meflenger arrived ‘privately— from the
king, with affurances that they might de-
pend upon being {peedily relieved ; and en-
treating them to perfevere in his caufe for a
few days longer. The meflenger, having
given this information, eluded the vigilance
of the Whydabs, and returned with the fame
fecrecy. Abadee, finding that the forts con-
tinued true to his intereft, did not defpair
of recovering the country : he had not been
idle hefore in making every provifion that
was in his power. * He recalled Agaow out
of Mabee, and, as foon as the Eyes per-
mitted him, by returning to their own coun-
try, he muftered all his Dabomans, and in-
creafed his general’s army to fifty-thoufand
men. This formidable army arrived in /#7by-
dab in ten days after the meflenger had been
there.  As the #hydabs did not expect them,
they were not prepared for an encounter:
they were attacked, defeated, and driven out
of the country ; by which means the pol-
feffion of it was once more f{ecured to the

king,
D4 Let
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Let us ceafe for the prefent attending
them through their fubfequent hoftilities,
and proceed to relate an affair of fome mo-
ment which followed next in order of time
in this country.

€H APV

T H E kingdom of #hydab having been
recovered by this fortunate event, 4ha.
dee appointed a perfon named Tanga, to be
Eubiga (or vice-roy) over it, in the place of
his predeceflor who had perithed with
Caukaow, In the late bloody confli¢t with the
Whydabs : he was a man of violent paffions ;
vain, proud, and ambitious ; he maintained
a great number of domeftics and attendants,
whom he attached to his perfon by his li-
berality ; and to his interelt by protecting
them in their villainies, and {creening them
from juftice in defiance of the king. His
oppreflions rendered him odious to the gar-

rifons at the forts; and his great influence
and
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and wealth gave no fmall uncafinefs to the
king ; who neverthelefs did not care to at-
tack him openly, but waited a fit opportu-
nity to get him into his hands by ftratagem,
or furprize. While Abadee was waiting to
accomplifh this purpofe, Tanga was meditat-
ing nothing lefs, than the acquifition of
Whydah kingdom for himfelf. A daring
projeét, and not juftified by even a plaufible
motive ; for, being a eunuch from his in<
fancy, he had no children to be elevated to
royal dignity. The poft which he already
poffeffed was a very honorable one, and his
opulence fo confiderable, that it amply af.
forded him- the gratification of every defire,
except that of infatiable ambition. His
plan was, to gain pofleffion of the Englyb
fort, and then to declare himfelf King.
The command of any of the forts would
have been a confiderable affiftance to his de-
fign; but he preferred this, from an opi-
nion which prevails in the country that it is
impregnable. The fpot on which William’s
Fort* ftands, was formerly dedicated to re-

s * The Englifh caltle in Whydah is fo called.
ligious
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ligious purpofes, and to the exercife of fa«
cred ceremonies: the deities which were for-
merly worfhipped there, are fuppofed ftill
to protect it; and, in compliance with the
{fuperftition of the natives, the governors
permit a houfe within the walls of the fort
to be appropriated to Nabbakeu, the titular
god of the place. It has hitherto been fo
fortunate, as to efcape thofe calamities’
which the other forts have experienced ; a
circumftance, rather extraordinary, as the
Whydah king, when he fled from Xavier, at
the time of the Dabomans invafion of his
kingdom, took fhelter there; and found pro-
tection in it, until there was an opportunity
of conveying him in fafety out of the coun-
try. This might poflibly have braught up-
on it, the vengeance of the Dabomans; how-
ever, they did not appear to refent it; though
they plundered the Fremch fort at that time,
and afterwards that which belonged to the
Portuguefe, as we have already related ; but
the Englifh fort, having met with no fimilar
difafter, ftood high in the opinion of the
patives ; and Tanga deemed the acquifition

ef
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of it of greater importance to his defigns,
than all the others.

When Tanga’s {cheme was ripe for execu-
tion, he'attémpted to furprize William’s Fort,
in Auguft, 1745, in the following manncr.
Under pretence of making a public vifit to
the forts, he gave directions that a certain

number of his men fhould be ready to at-
tend him. When the vice-roy vifits the go-

vernors, it is cultomary for him to be ac-
cormpanied by four or five hundred men, un-
- der arms ; befides the muficians, flag-bear-
ers, umbrella-carriers, and feveral employed
immediately about his perfon; amounting
perhaps to one hundred more. Upon the
prefent occafion, Tanga, feleted all thefe
out of his beft men, whom he could rely on,
and knew to be devoted to his will; and
hoped, that by introducing them, without
{fufpicion, into the fort as ufual, he thould
cafily make himfelf mafter of it. Before he
departed from his own houfe, he fupplied
his men with ammunition, and ordered them
to load their mufkets; an order which ap-
peared ftrange to thofe who were not ap-
prifed of his fecret intentions. The Englifh

linguift,



44 MEMOIRS OF THE REIGN

linguift, who was accidentally prefent, ftruck
with this circumiftance, flipped: away pri-
vately, and acquainted Mr. Gregory, the
Enghth governor, with what he had feen.
Mr. Gregory's fufpicions were raifed by the
information, and he made a proper ufe of it,
by providing for the fecurity of his fort,
whilft Tanga was paying a vifit to the French
governor. He ordered his guns to be loaded,
and the gate fhut, before the vice-roy ar-
rived ; and when he came, refufed to admit
him into the fort, unlefs he difmifled his
retinue ; Tanga refufed to comply, and pro-
tefted againft fuch an exception, as an un-
precedented indignity, to which it became
him not to f{ubmit: he threatened, and
foothed alternately, but to no purpofe; the
governor would not recede from his deter-
mination ; and Tanga, finding it impracti-
cable to introduce his ruffians, returned
home extremely - chagrined at the difap-
pointment. ‘
Apprehending from the governor’s unufual
precaution, that his defigns were difcovered ;
he began to fortity his honle. Abadee on re~
ceiving intelligence of what had pafled, de-
clared
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clared him a traitor, and fet a price upon his
head : fome troops were fent to attack him,
which he engaged, and defeated ; but more
fuccours arriving, they befieged him in his
houfe, from whence he made frequent fallies,
and fometimes with fuccefs; but his ftrength
diminifhed daily by the lofs of men in thefe
{kirmifhes, and he faw no profpect of extri-
cating himfelf. In this dilemma he confult-
ed his priefts ; who, having performed their
{uperftitious rites, informed him, That his
fafety alone depended upon getting into the
Englifh fort ; this was no ealy matter to effect;
he was clofely befieged by the king’s troops,
andupon bad terms with the Englifb governor;
who, befides abhorring his rebellion, had not
forgiven an infult, which he received from
him fome months before ; when in company
with the other governors, he was going to
Abomey, to complain to the King of his vice-
roy’s oppreflive condudt ; : Tanga, apprized of
their intentions, met them on the road at
Ardra, where he feized them; and having
kept them for fome days prifoners in the
{table, among his horfcs, brought them back
with himto #/hydab, {ufficiently humbled, and *

debarred
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debarred fromall accefs to the king.  Under
. thefe circumftances the only refuge pointed
out to him by the pricfts (and which they had
" probably advifed for this reafon) feemed al-
moft unattainable : but his affairs were def-
.‘ perate, and fomething muft be attempted s he
harangued his ddherents, intreated their af.
fiftance, and diftributed all his treafures
among them: his filks, his coral, his gold,
were lavithed without referve, to animate
them on this emergency : his twrves (for
though an eunuch he had a feraglio of fome
hundreds) joined their perfuafions; and his
peoplc at length worked up to an attachment
and refolution worthy of a better occafion,
refufed to facrifice him to their own fafety ;
which they might have obtained by deliver~
ing him up: they determined to force their
way through the king’s troops, conduct their
mafter to the Englith fort, and there recom-
mend him to the governor’s mercy. This
refolution being adopted, the women, dread-
" ing a reverfe of fortune, and defpairing to
meet again with {o indulgent a lord, put each
other to death : the oldeft firft flaughtering
" the young ones, and then qutting their own
throats.
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throats.  This melancholy office being per-
formed, and the houfe fet on fire to deftroy
the remaining effects, and prevent their fall-
ing ‘into’ the king’s hands; Tanga and his
party, with fuch part. of his treafure as was
moft portable, fallied forth, and made good
their paffage through the king’s troops, di-
recting their' courfe for the Englith:caftle ;
from whence they were fired upon, as they.
approached, «and Tamga ' retreating into the
garden, received a thot which ended at once .
his life and ambition. -~ Originally, and in his
youth, ‘a captive, and a flave, he had the
addrefs to recommend himfelf to Abadee’s
friendfhip, who raifed him to the higheft
rank : but his infolence, which was infup-
portable ; and his ingratitude to his bene-
factor, proved how unworthy he was of the
favors he had received. When he fell, his
adhercgts immediately difperfed ; fome ef-
caped out of the country, but tht_' greater
part of them were taken, and leff'L‘l‘C.‘d, as Ehf)'_
deferved.

The affection of Tanga’s wives, which im-
pelled them in the defperate crifis of - his af-
fairs to devote themfelves to death, may per-

; haps
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haps appear romantic, if not incredible.
To explain this, -it is neceflary to obferve,
that Zanga did not guard his women with -
that jealous eye and ftri¢t confinement which
is ufual in that part of the world.—The
feraglio was only a ncceflary appendage to
the pomp and fplendor of his rank ; and out
of this refervoir he generoufly fupplied all
his fervants with Wwives. Such. unprece-
dented bounty conciliated the fincereft re-
gard of thefe people. Every young: man
within his jurifdiction was ambitious of ferv..
ing Tanga: to his feraglio he appeared; not
the rigid jailer, nor the tyrannic ufurper of
the affections ; —but the generous arbiter of
its livelieft pleafures. His women could
not but be charmed with a freedom, which
no other feraglio enjoyed ; and would not
furvive that felicity and protection which
was to terminate with the exiftence cg their
mafter, and of their lovers, whofe ruin
{eemed inevitable.

CHAP.
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CiH-A:P - VIL

VINGA and his followers were not un-
worthy of the fate they met with; and

if Abadee had reftricted his vengeance to
thofe who really deferved it, his character
would have been lefs exceptionable; few
real occafions oftered to incur his difplea-
fure; fo general was the difpofition among
his people ‘to fubmit implicitly to his will,
and to applaud all his actions; but through
the whole tenor of his reign, every man’s
{afety was precarious, in proportion to his
merit, or wealth: not content with being
univerfal heir to their effects, and that every
thing his fubjects died poflefled of belonged
to him, the innocent inhabitants of whole
villages were fold for flaves, to raife fupplies
for his extravagance: and although this
grievance was repeated at his pleafure, fuch
was their fubmiffion and attachment, that
hone prefumed to complain. Unrealonable
E fufpicions
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fufpicions occupied his breaft, fo that they
who ferved him with folicitous fidelity, and
became eminent by their exploits, and fuc-
cels, were generally at length the objects of
his envy and horror. Among thefe was
Shampo, who fignalized himfelf on many oc-
cafions, and held a confiderable poft in the
army + he was: the darling of the foldiers,
and every tonguc was bufy in His praife : fuch
merit could nop fail to exeite 'a tyrant’s jea-
loufy. ' Abadece frem  ithat - moment deter-
mined to cut -him off: Shamps had a fifter in
the king’s houfe, who, by fome means, got
intimation; of the king’s defign: -fhe could
have noanterview with her brother, for the
King’s women are farbidden to hold dif=
courfe ‘withany man ; but as the was at li-
berty to fend provifions for his table, from
the royal manfion, {he conccaled a Knife and
a cord, with a noofe on the end of it, among
the victuals ; from which expreflive allufion,
her brother was at no lofs to comprehend,
that he was doomed to fufter, cither by the
cord, or by the fabre.  He faved himfelf by
a precipitate flight, and carried a confider-
able part of the army along with him inte
the
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the Pgpoe country, where he was received in
a manner fuitable to his merit. The Popoés
promoted him to the command of their ar-
my: which poft he enjoyed to the dayof his
death in 1767, and bore to the laft an im-
placable enmity = againft the ungrateful
Abadee. ;

Agaow, who had ferved him zealouﬂy, and
executed his orders with great fuccefs, was
lefs fortunate, and fell a vi¢tim to his cruelty ;
the fame Agaow, who had bravely ftormed
the Portugnefe fort, who had recovered /#hy-
dab, and taken = Bozgry: who had in fome
meafure reftored the declining glory of the
country, and once ftood fo high in the efti-
mation of his king, that after beftowing many
favors upon him, he was defirous to let the
whole world fee how much he honored his
favorite Agaow ; and adtually gave him leave
to build a houfe two flories bigh ; which, how-
ever, the general modeftly declined.

Wherg the inhabitants are in fuch abject
flavery, that they muft not fit upon a chair,
becaufe it'is an indulgence referved for white
people, and a few only of the principal men,

who enjoy this high privilege, by efpecial
Es grace
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grace and favor from the king ; where none
may prefume, on pain of certain death, to
have a door of boards for his houfe, to de-
fend him from the weather; nor to make it
decent, by whitewathing the interior part; in
Juch a country, to have permiffion to build a
convenient houfe, is a mark of extraordinary
diftindtion : but Agaow did not continue long
to enjoy his mafter’s fmiles; he was feized
and brought before the king, who accufed
him of an intention to withdraw from the
kingdom, and following the evil example of
Shampo (who had joined the Popoes), to fly
into the country of the Mabees. Nothing
could be more unjuft than this fufpicion;
and Agaow, witha becoming firmnefs, re-
plied, it is faid, to this effect: « I havema-
“ nifefted my zcal on various occafions for
“your fervice; and thought no march fa-
“ tiguing, no battle hazardous, whilft execut-
“ ing your will ; my actions, fo often crowned
« with fuccefs, haveadded affluenceand honor
“ to your kingdom. What part of my conduct
s has expofed me to this accufation? You
« have, as pledges of the fidelity of your {lave,

« my aged mother, my wives and my children
: (12 in
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« in your hands. Where, or to whom in pre-
« ference fhould I go? 1 have conducted your
“ armies, and fpread deftruction through all
“ the nations around us: is it probable I
“ fhould throw myfelf into the arms of thofe
“ who tremble at my name? Of thofe, whofe
« country I have laid wafte, and led the inha-
“ bitants captive, in triumph to your gate?”
The king defired him - to acknowledge him-
felf guilty, and truft to his royal clemency ;
Agaow refufed to - atteft a falthood, and was
ordered to immediate execution. - The per-
fon whofe bufinefs it was to perform this
horrid duty, though hackneyed in deeds of
death, was too much fhocked on this oc-
cafion, to acquit himfelf with propriety ; the
fcimitar failed, in his hand, to perform the
office of beheading, it only mangled, the un-
happy victim. He was fent back to prifon,
and  ftrangled there. The family of this
brave man are now fo much reduced, that his
eldeft fon was glad to find employment as a
fervant in my factory.

Ej3 CHAP.
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C'H A P. VI

THE Wbydab.f aﬁ‘}ﬁéd by the Popow, and
directed by the fagacious advice of
Shampo,; became more formidable than-ever:
they vifited the Whydah Beach, and' gave
frequent interruptions to trade. In'difput-
ing the pofleflion of /#hydab Beach, the Dau
homans were often very roughly handled, and
as often returned unfuctefsful : they had loft
numbets of their men inithefe fkirmithes;
when their o priefts dt) laft’ difcovered, that
their roracles had forbidden them torattack
the enemy on the Beach; but had erdered
that they fhould wait.in readinefs, between
Griwhee -and  the rivery and [that'the party
which {hould firft crofs the river, and:begin
the attack, fhould infallibly be routed. "This
was no unwelcome difcovery, becaufe it afi
forded” a jalvo for their honor, and an apo-
logy for fubmitting to infults, which they
were too weak to refent. :

) g The
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The tking* at: 14 ~took- the) refolution” of
makingra powerful effort; to lreftrain thefe
people’;iand in rgrga;s fome:time after the
taking of Boagry; when a kind of itrtiee with
the v Mubées afforded himo fome *Jeifure, he
fenti v numerons army: again(t thean: © They
were provided with fomeé cdnoesy: and Yeized
others “beldnging to the encny)’ which ena<
bled thémito pénetrate into théir cotrtiy!
but-is was:a, mode of warfare whicki they did
n6t welhunderfand) aShene; iwho feemis
manded-the' ‘confederated  J#/hydabs dnd Po!
poes;) by rpretending, ‘tor Iy} lencouraged the
Dabanangtoradvance iy degrées they were
bewildesed among fwamps; fivérs and'marh:
esy in-alwretched country;, whére provifions
began ‘to- fail themw however; they patied
beldly' férward, hoping o bring the'enehsy
to an engagement but Slmmpa oub\ivmd

nm_um:s,‘,ht drcw thc:m Qn to that narrow
flip-oftbarren fand, " which' feachies ‘nearly
fromPita 1 to Bening and is from halfa mile
to three 'miles ih breadch; between thedfed
and.a river, which rrans: nearly parallelsto
the Bcau:n, for about two “hundreéd miles:

E4 here
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here the retreat of the Dabomans was effec-
tually ~cut off, and the Popoes employed
themfelves in firing! at them at their leifure;
from their canoes; but the greater part
perithed by difeafc and famine. - They were
{fo numerous (fay the Popoes, who perhaps
may exaggerate) that the fith of the river;
affifted by the beafts, and birds of -prey,
were not able to eat them all ; but their'pud
trid carcafles corrupted the air, and occa-
fioned a . peftilence in the country. The
whole army was loft here, except twenty-four,
whom $Shampo fent back; to acquaint Adbadee
with the fate of their companions:. when
they had told their fad tale, Abadee ordered
them, to.immediate exesution, bidding them go
exprofs to, the fhades, to inform their ‘com-
rades -how much he difapproved their 'con-
duct in the war! |

‘Fhe next affair of any confequence that
occurred was in 1763, when the old Whydaks
and Lopoes, .in their turn, invaded Whydab
Shampo himfelf, was too old and infirm to
take the field with them, but his fon com-
manded; and was accompanied by the whole
flower of the Popoe chicfs: they advanced

o into
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into the country without oppofition, for old
Honnon, who was ithen Euliga, or vice-roy,
would not venture out to ritk a battle, but
remained in Griwbee with his men, to defend
thetown.  The Popoes wére advancing to at-
tack it before he ventured to engige them:
he was wounded and carried off the field
early in the fight, and the command devolved
on BHaddely, who made a gallant defence, but
was obliged to yield to the fuperior force of
the enemy ; and retreated with his men to-
wards the French fort, in expectation of be-
ing protected by their guns; but he was dif-
appointed : though -the king’s honor, and
the fafety of the country were at flake,
though the enemy had begun to fet the fub-
urbs on fire, the Irench’ fired nothing but
powder at them. This neutrality, if it de<
feryed the name, however politic it might
be, was certainly not very grateful ; for if
the manner in which the king ufually treated
his own people were never o exceptionable,
yet the whites had nothing to reproach him
with, in his conduét towards them. He
was always refpectful, and generous to a de-
gree of profufion: in all difputes between

them,
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them, and ‘his fubjects, if they had buitthe
color: of juftice on their : fide;¥ 'he . deter-
mined in their'favor : :and the complaifance,
civility and refpect, swith:which they.are uni:
verfally received in his dominions, are greatly

owing to his own confpicuous example; -
The  Popoes, animated by - the conduét of
the 'French, advanced boldly §'iBaiddely and
his men were obliged- to fly'beforethem :
the Popoes thoughe they had nothing moreto
fear; and-were preparing to burn the'viece.
roy’s quarters; in their way thithdr,:rrhey
had to march paft the Englith fort, where
Mr. Goodfon, the governor, had a warm re-
ception provided for them ; 'which they did
not expeét : his cannon; loaden with mufket
balls, and grape-fhot, made a prodigious
havock' among ‘them,  and-threw ‘themb inta
the utmoft' confufion ;“they could’ not ad-
vance, and it was fome time before they had
prefence of mind, to confult their fafety by
flight. “The Dabomans, at this inftant, ral-
lied, ha’ving Juft received a confiderable re<
inforcement ; the Popoes had 'taken them at
a difadvantage, they “were not expected on
that dsy, and. as it was feéd-tim¢, ithe vices
roy
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roy ‘had permitted half his people in the
morning, to go to their plantations ; thefe
were ‘now returned, and Baddely led them on
to the' purfuit : there could not be a more
comipleat vitory... Of thirty<two general
officers, diftinguifhed by the large umbrellas
which were carried over' them, thirty were
Killed  on 'the fpot. - Affirrey, Shampo’s fon,
efcaped from thefield ;' but overwhelmed
withogtief and fhame, fat down beneath a
tree and fhot himfelf; only one furvived to
conduét the fhattered remains of their army
back. . The king had difpatched Agasw and
the army down before, but they did notar-
rive rtillonext day - Mr. Goodfon had the {ole
merit of the. victory, as the king gratefully
acknowledged. b :

The Dabomans, now weakened bya long
feries of unprofitable wars, were unable to
follow-up their victory ; but contented them-
felves witH driving the enemy out of the
country : and the Popoes and Whydabs having
loft the flower of their men, and of their
generals in the late engagement, attempted
nothing of moment after this ; tho’ hoftilities
were continued on a fmaller fcale for feve-

[ T ral
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ral years: confined merely to plundering par-
ties, and occafional vifits to /#bydab Beach ;
where the effets of the white traders on
Janding or embarking, fometimes fell into
their hands : but in 1772, a peace was hap-
pily concluded, under the mediation of
Lionel Abfon, EAq. governor of William’s Fort,
to the mutual advantage of both parties :
who after forty years of war, now enjoy the
prohits and plealures of undifturbed com-
merce and focial intercoufe, This able go.
vernor beftows fo much attention on this
affair, and is fo circumfpect on the tranfac.
tions of both parties, by whom he is equally
refpected, and acknowledged to be an im-
partial umpire between them; that whilft
he continues to fuperintend them, a firm
peace may probably continue.

Abadee worn out with years and infirmities,
engaged in nothing worth relating after
this. He died on the 17th of May, 1774 ;
and was fucceeded by Adannzou 11. the pre-
fent king. i

A JOURNEY
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F0 THE COURT.OF

BOSSA .AHADEE,
KING or DAHOMY,

In the Year 1972,

WH Y'D A H, once a flourithing and in-
depent kingdom, but now a maritime
province of the Daboman empire, is fituated
to the eaftward of the Gold Coafl ; between
the rivers Volta, and Bemn. ‘The road in
which fhips that trade there anchor, is in
6 deg. 27 min. north latitude. Landing is
always difficulc and dangerous, and fre-
Quently impracticable for feveral weeks to-
gether, from the violence of the breakers on
the
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the fhore ; and can only be effe¢ted in canoes,
which the fhips take with them from the
Gold Coaft : they are manned with fifteen or
feventeen [antees each, hired from Cape Coafl
or El Mine ; hardy, ac¢tive men, who under-
take this bufinefs, and return in their canoe
to their own country, when the captain, in
‘whofe employ they ferve, bas finithed his
trade. :

Grigue or Griwhee, the capital of this pro-
vince, fituated ona fandy plain, about three
miles from the fea, is a large, ﬂraggling
town, which contains about eight thoufand
inhabitants. It is the refidence of the vice-
roy, who is affifted in his command by two
other Cabocheers, and a military officer of
high rank. The Englifh, French, and Por«
tuguefe have each a fort here, and feveral
commodious factories, for the accommoda-
tion of captains of trading fhips, who pur-
chafe here between five and fix thoufand
flaves annually.

My bufinefs requiring an interview with
the king, I applied to the vice-roy for the ne-
ceflary attendants, and was furnifthed by him

with a linguift, fix hammoc men, ten porters,
and
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and a captain of the.gang ; who was refpon-
fible for the condudt of the others: my own
fervants, and a few others attending on the
captain, who were armed, made up our num-
ber thirty.

The porters, having each received their
feveral loads, which confifted, befides a mat-
trefs, a fmall trunk of wearing apparel, and
fome provifions and liquors for mylelf, of a
cafe or two of fpirits which I provided for
their own ufe, fome bags of cowrse fhells (the
current money of the couniry), for defraying
our expences, and a few pieces of filk for
prefents, fet off by day light; and I got into
my hammoc, and commenced my journey
to Abomey at fixin the morning of Feliuary 1,
1772.

In paffing by the market place, I found a
great number of people collected: there, and
obferving fome large umbrellas among them,
L concluded that the vice-roy and his Cabo-
cheers were of the party: [urprized at this
carly affembly, I fent a fervant to inquire the
occalion of it; but before he could return, a
meflenger from the vice-roy, who had dif-
covered my approach, accofted me with a

melflage
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meflage from his mafter, requefting to {peak
to me before my departure. I found him
pafling fentence of death on a criminal, a
middle aged woman, who was on her knees
before him, in the midft of a circle formed
by his attendants. I requefted her life migh
be fpared ; and, from the circumftance of his
having fent for me, flattered myfelf that my
offer to purchafe her for a flave, would be
accepted ; but I was difappointed: he told
me the king himfelf had confidered the of-
fence, and decreed the fentence ; which was,
« that her head fhould be cut off, and fixed
« upon a ftake” which was lying by her, and
which fhe had been compelled to bring with
her, from Abomey, for that purpofe.

During this converfation a little girl,
prompted by curiofity, and ignorant of what
was doing, made her way through the crowd ;
and difcovering her mother, ran to her with
joy to congratulate her on her return. The
poor woman, after a fhort embrace, faid,
« Go away, child, this is no place for you,”
and fhe was immediately conveyed away.
The vice-roy proceeded in his fentence,
which the poor wretch heard with feeming

indifference,



OF BOSSA AHADEE, 65

mdifference, picking her teeth with a ftraw
which the took up from the ground. When
the vice-roy concluded his charge to the
{pectators, of obedience, fubmiffion and or-
derly behavior, which the king required from
all his people; the delinquent rececived a
blow on the back of her head, with 2 bludgeon
from one of the executioners, which levelled
her to the ground ; and another fevered it

from the body, with a cutlafs. The head
was then fixed on a pole in the market place,
and the body was immediately carried to the
outfide of the town, and left there to be de-
voured by wild beafts.

The perfon that was executed was one of
thofe who kept a little fhop in the market;
and a few days before, on difcovering that
fome trifle had been ftolen from her; the took
from the fire a fmall ftick, one end of which
Was burning, and waving it over her head
(2 ufual cuftom in the country) exclaimed
loud « Whoever has taken my property, if
“ they do not return it, I with they may die
“ &_nd be extinguithed like this ftick.” In
going through this ceremony, a fpark fell on

) the
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the dry thatch of one of the huts, and fet th€
market on fire. :

Aftera delay of half an hour on this dif-
agreeable occafion, I refumed my journey.
The face of the country, theugh flat, is ex-
tremely agrecable ; it is mofily open, and a
confiderable portion of it cultivated, inter-
{perfed  with fome clumps and groves of lofty
and luxuriant trees. =~ In an hour and an half
we dpproached the town of Xavier, which is
environed with plantations of yams, potatoes,
callivances, and corn; for which there is a
ready ‘market at Griwbee.

Before the Dabomy conqueftin 1727, when
I¥hydab was an independent kingdom, this
was therrefidence of the kings of Whydak,
and the Englifh, French, Dutch, and Portu-
guele had fort‘s or factories here, on which
thofe at'Griwhee were dependent : but thele
wer¢ abandoned on that event, and the guns
removed by the conqueror, Guadja Trudo, to
his palaces at Ardra, Calinina, and Abomey:
no veftige of them now remains, but the

“moats which furrounded them. The fite of
the palace of the /#bydab kings can alfo ftill
be aicertained, by the trench which encom-

paffed
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pafied it : the place is now overgrown with
lofty trees, and is held facred by the repre-
fentatives of ‘that unfortunate family, who
live in exile with the remains of their coun-
trymen in the vicinity of Popoe ; and on his
acceflion to the government of his few and
needy vaffals, the new king muft come to
this fpot to be inaugurated.

All writers who have defcribed this coun-
try, extol its natural beauties and the fertility
of its foil ; previous to the conquett it is faid
to have been fo extremely populous that land
was claimed as private propérty; and the
inhabitants, from their great advantages in
commerce (this being the great mart of trade
for a very extenfive tract of the interior
country), are faid to have abounded in riches.
An anecdote which I have heard of the laft
King of Whydah, from the old people of the
country, confirms his wealth in fome de-
gree.

When Capt. Ogle (afterwards Sir Chaloner)
Was fent in 1722, in the Swallow man of war,
to the coaft of Africa, in quelt of Roberts,
the pirate, he landed at Whydab, and ac-
Quainted the king with the purpofe of his

Fa2 errand.
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errand. The king told him, «If he fhould
“ fecure that rafcal Roeberts, who had long
« infefted his ceaft, he would give him fifty-
« fix pounds of gold duft,” pointing to an
iron half hundred weight that lay near him,
which was to afcertain the quantity. Capt.
Ogle fell in with and took Reberts’s fhip, the
Royal Fortune, at Cape Lopex ; Roberts was
killed in the engagement; the pirates were
tried and condemrded at Cape Coaft, where
moft of them were executed ; but half a
dozen of them were carried to /i bydah, and
hanged there ; and the king difcharged his
promife by giving Capt. Ogle the handfome
reward he had promifed him.
- We made no halt at Xavier; the hammoc
men chufing to jog on at their ufual rate of
~about five miles per hour; relieving each
other occafionally. From thence to Turee
took up two hours. It is but a fmall town,
and, being a convenient ftage, the inhabit-
ants derive fome advantage from fupplying
travellers with refrethment. It is feparated -
from the province of Whydab by a pretty decp
and rapid river, whofe banks are covered
with ftately trees, and a great deal of clofe
underwood,
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underwood, which afford a couvenient thel-
ter to elephants, of which there are plenty
hereabouts.

This river was formerly the northern
boundary of the W#hydab kingdom ; and
when the Dabomans croffed it, inftead of
difputing the paifagé, or rifking a battle in
defence of their country, the infatuated /#7by-
dabs contented themfelves with placing, with
great ceremony, the fetith fnake in the path,
to oppofe the invading army; which not
anfwering their hopes and expectations, they
deemed all other refiftance vain, and fled
precipitately before the conqueror. We
croffed the river over a tolerably good bridge,
formed by wooden piles placed at proper
diftances, and covered with fagoots and
hurdles.

Here we overtook our porters, and the
hammoc men being difpofed to take a little
reft and refrefbment, I intended to amufe
myfelf with ftrolling through the town,.and
viewing it. Though I purpofed to be alone,
I found myfelf followed by my captain; on
telling him I did not require his attendance
then, and that he might remain with his

F B compa-
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companions, «he :replied,  that “ithe Torees
“ were a {trange fort of people, and had bad
“ cuftorns ; and, as he had to anf{wef.with
« his head for my fafety, he would net truft
“me alone among a people who made a
“ practice “of cating men:” though: L was
pretty certain his fears forhr_n_c Were unne-=
ceflary, yet'to make him eafly I returned tp
my party, reflecting on the prejudices which
people refiding at not more'than twenty miles
diftance entertained of’ their neighbours.

- When the hammoc men Had refted a little,
.and taken a flight repaft,. we refumed our
journey, and proceéded to a {mall town,
called Azoway, which we reached in a couple
of hours; the road very good, but no fettle-
ments or plantations between thetwo places’;
and as the country was covered with thick

woods, and the grafs grew luxuriantly, higher

than our heads, which prevented a free cirs
culation of air, I found the heat, now that
the fun had gained the }neridian, fo ex-
tremely fatiguing, that when we reached
Azoway, 1 readily confented to the ham-
moc men’s propofal, of having my ham-
moc f{ufpended under the fhade of a {pread-

ine
% Q2
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ing tree, whilft they went to bathe in an ad-
joining river, which refrefhed them exceed-
ingly ; and we proceeded with frefh {pirits
tor Ardra, which we reached in two hours.

Ardra was once the capital of a.greatand
powerful kingdom, whole dominion extended
from Folta to Bewin : it is pleafantly firuated
on a gently rifing eminence of gravelly foil.
A prodigious number of palm trees grow in
the neighbourhood of it, which add greatly
to the beauty of the profpect, and fupply
the inhabitants with great quantities of the
oily which they bring to market at I bydal
in large callebathes that contain from five to
ten or twelve gallons each. The king and
feveral of his great men have houfes here ;
but they feldom vifit them, and it is now
greatly reduced from what it formerly was.

I was conduéted to apartments in a houfe
belonging to one of the _king’s officers,
which are appropriated to the accommoda-
tion of white men on their journcy, and was
prefented, by the man who had the care of
it, with a jar of cool water, and a pot of the
¢ountry beer, called pitto; which favor I

F4 acknowledged
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acknowledged, by returning a flafk of
brandy.

Here we refolved to flop for the day, and
my retinue, having depofited their baggage
in my apartment, and fufpended the cotton
hammoc in which I travelled, wiih the mat-
trefs in it, for my night’s lodging, went to
the quarters provided for them, and left me
to recover, in filence and retirement,’from
the fatigues of the day ; nor was I interrupted
by any impertinent curiofity of the town’s-
people during the remainder of it, and pafied
the night without even a bolt to the door,
in the moft perfect fecurity. My fleep, how-
ever, was greatly interrupted by the incef-
fant howling, roaring and barking of wild
beafts, particularly the jackals, called by
the natives fwetwees who, as if it had been
its regular police, eontinued prowling -
through the town during the whole night,
and difturbed us with their execrable cries.
They are fierce, voracious animals, about
the fize of a large maftifi dog, but much
ftronger in all their parts, particularly the
jaws, teeth and legs, which are remarkably
ftrong : their feet are very large, and armed

with
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with formidable claws. They quit their
retreats in the woods foon after dark, and
range in troops through the towns and plan-
tations, in queft of food: any domeftic ani-
mal that is not fecured in a houfe, or at lealt
within high walls, is fure to become their
prey ; but fcarcely any thing comes amifs
to them: when they cannot get better fare,
they eat any kind of trath. I have fre-
quently feen the ftomachs of thofe that have
been Kkilled, full of pieces of broken calle-
bafhes that had once contained oil in them ;
and of old dry cow-hides, that had been ufed
for covering the rolls of Portuguefe tobacce.
They are the greateft devourers of the car-
cales of thofe who are executed as criminals,
orfacrificed at the public feftivals.

They readily difcover dead bodies that are
interred, and drag them out of their graves :
this is a joint operation of feveral; and when
they have got their prey before them, they
dance and caper round it with great exul-
tation for fome time, before they devour it.
When any of them fingly falls in with a
booty, he changes the horrid roaring which
he ufed in the purfuit, to another vile note,

which
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which is to {ummon his companions to come,
and partake with him ; and it is by the fame
note they announce the difcovery of a human
grave, and colle¢t a party to explore its con-
tents. I never knew an inftance where they
attacked a cow, that they did notfeize the
udder firlt ; and in /¥ lydah, where they are
very numerous, I have often known cows
refcued from them, with the lofs of that
part, by the fpeedy cxertions of the people
running immediately to the place where the
piteous bellowings of the poor animal di-
reCted them. 1 am furprized, that Monf.
Buffon {hould omit te mention, that though
this animal has a ftrong refemblance in
figure to the wolf, and canine fpecies, it dif-
fers from. them in a ftriking feature, by
having only two teats, which are placed one
on each fide of the breaft, like a monkey *.

* Mirifica pudendorum conformatio extat. A feemina,
mas haud facile dignofei poteft. Latitant penis ac teftes
intus, fubter cutem hypegaftricam. Per foramen effluit
urina ; penifque in coitu detruditur. * Tantam autem
rima labiis muliebribus profert fimilitudinem, ut, fpecie
prima, valde ambiguum fexus eftimetur, et quali Herma-
!J[i yodiiacim.

The



!

p. "

OF BOSSA AHADEE. 75

The kingdom of Ardra was reduced, both
in extent and power, by the revoltand fepa-
ration of feveral provinces, before 1t was
attacked by the Dabomans, under Guadja
Trudo, in 1725. However, the Ardras made
an obﬁinate refiftance, and are faid to have
loft fifty thoufand men in a battle near this
town, which lafted tbree days, before they
were fubdued.

Early on the next morning, (February 2d)
we continued our journey acrofs a very agree-
able country, and having pafled through two
viliages, ftopped at a town called Havee and
breakfafted : it is but an inconfiderable
place, though the king has a houfe in it.
Our ftay here was no longer than neceflary,
and we proceeded to /Fbybow ; which place,
I reached about ten o’clock, and was kindly
received by the holpitable old Cabocheer,
who provided an excellent dinner for me, and
gave my whole retinue abundant proof of
his liberality, by fupplying them plentifully
with good cheer. This old man’s name was
Jabrakou; he had been a warrior in his youth,
and having acquitted himfelf with reputa-
tion, was rewarded with the government of

this
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this town. I found him a keen {port{man :
he did not like domeltic animals, he faid,
but the chace furnifhed him with a variety
of delicacies, and he fhewed me his larder,
which was well ftored with buifalo, venifon
of different fizes, and forts, wild hog, and
Agouti, or Bufb-Cat ; of all thefe he prefled
me to partake, for my journey, which though
I declined as having no occafion for, yet on
coming away, he infifted on my accepting a
couple of nice guiney fowls, which, he faid,
he had ordered to be roafted for my fupper.
It was with much difficulty I prevailed upon
him to accept a {mall prefent in return ;
which he refufed to do, until I promifed to
fpend a few days with him on a hunting
party, at my return,

I recollect Manfienr Buffon fays, the Agut:
is peculiar to the new world ; and is found
1o where but in Awerica. They are grega-
rious animals, abound in this part of Africa,
and are efteemed a great dainty by the na.
tives. The Bufb-cat, (by which name it is
diftinguithed among the Britifh traders at
this coalt) approaches nearly in the length
of its body; to that of a full grown hare,

and
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and is rather thicker. The body, when di-
vefted of its fkin, appears incafed with fat,
like a hog. The tail is thort, and not bufhy.
1 do not remember the number of its claws;
but the feet are fmall, and do not feem
formed for burrowing in the earth. The
hinder legs are longer than the fore ones,
and the ears are rounded and fhort. The
lads who feized and brought them to me
for fale, related that the practice was to wait
for thefe animals in their haunts, morning
and evening. That they were generally feen
in companies (or probably families) of fif-
teen, or twenty, following one another in
the fame path. The head-moft were fuffered
to pafs on unmolefted, and then an affault
was made upon the rear of the party with
fticks; and by this manceuvre, two or three °
were ufually taken prifoners.  On my afking
the reafon, why they did not make their
firft ateack upon the leaders? they replied,
that in fuch cafe, the affailants would be ex-
pofed to the fury of all that followed ; and
that their bite was extremely fevere : this, |
was induced to believe, as they are furnifhed
With two very formidable incifory teeth in

the



78 A JOURNEY TO THE COURT

the upper jaw. But by beginning with the
rear, there was little danger, becaufe, thofe
which were already pafled, continued to
march on, without difturbing themfelves
about the fate of their companions. The
muzzle of the Bujb-mz‘ (except that the up-
per lip is divided like that of a hare) is
not very unlike that of a rat; the upper jaw
projecting confiderably beyond the lower.
Inftcad of foft hair, they are covered with
harfh,- coarfe, ftiff’ briftles, which adhere fo
flightly to the fkin, as to be feparated by a
flight touch. This creature is endued with
a power of erecting its briftles, which are of
a brownith colour, clouded with dark [pots.
It is on the authority of the Brafilian Por-
tuguefe captains who trade at /#hydab, that
1 fuppofe this animal to be the Agonti'; for
thefe perfons affured me, that it is not at all
different from thofe which are fo common in
Brafil ; and the French captains, who had
been at Cayenne, concurred in the fame opi-
nion. The African Agouts, is very far, and
its flefh taftes greafy, and ftrong, unlefs it
has been cured by fmoak; which is a

preparation



OF BOSSAJAIIADEE. 79

preparation that makes it cxceedingly pa-
latable. *

Having ftaid with my old friend until
evening, I fet off for Appsy, which is an hour
and a half’s journey; and lodged there,ina
houfe provided by the king’s order, for the
accommodation of white people. 1 was
now come to the difagreeable and truly
fatiguing part of the journey, and judged

fome

* Pifa (Hift. Nat. lib, 3.) enumerates five {pecies of the
Lepus in Brafil; of which the dgoasi is the third, In
the circumftances particularly of its bulk‘ and fpots, the
Bujb.cat of Whydab feems to have a nearer refemblance to
the Paca, which ftands foremoft in hisclaffification. The '
American Agonti is rather a {maller animal ; has fhort round
ears; its hinder feet are armed with fix claws, and irs
anterior with only four: when it is eating, it holds the
food between its fore paws, and f{its erect on its haunches.
It produces feventeen young ones at a litter, thrice inthe
year. In Pere Labat’s Voyage aux Ifies de I Amevique, is a
bad figure of it; but his defeription is very correét. He
{peaks of three fpecies obferved in the Carib iflands, Perer
Martyr allots the fame number to the ifland of §. .Da;rziﬂga 5
they were the common food of the Indians, who called
them the U, or Ouei, which fearcely differs from the con-
tinental name, Acouti.

That it is common to Africa and America, 1s a curious
fuft.  Are we o fuppofe, that there once exifted an actual

junétion
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fome reft neceflary, previous to entering
upon it. Here the great weod commences,
through which, the path is fo narrow,
crooked, and bad, that it is impoflible to be

junétion of the two continents? Or, thatan intercourfc
of navigation prevailed’ between them in remote ages,
prior to any hiftory or tradition that has reachedus? To
the former fuppofition it will be objected, that the elephant,
and other quadrupeds of Africa, have never (as far as we
are informed) been feen in America, either by the Indian
Aborigines, or by the firft Enropean difcoverars ; and that
America, in its turn, poffefles fome not yet known to exift
‘in Afvica; as the tamandua, &c. Navigators, indeed,
might tranfport from one country to the other, a breed of
the {maller efculent quadrupeds, as the Agausi for example,
This is a fubject upon which a great deal of various con-
jecinre may be hazarded; but of which nothing can now,
with certainty be known.

Father Labat, who wasan admirer of good cheer, and
not uninftruéted in the art of cookery, has given a receipt
for the beft manner of drefling this animal. He tells us,
that < firft of all it is to be fcalded with milk, like a pig ;
** and, when intended for the {pit, great eare muit be taken
““ to fill its paunch with a rich ftuffing, compofed of the
¢ harflet mixed with yolks of eggs, {weet herbs, and fpicery.
*¢ [ have eaten it, fays he, many a time, drefled according
“ to this, and other fafhions, and always found it an ex-
** cellent difh, and of eafy digeftion.” ‘Tom. IIL fo. 2.

carricd
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tarried in a hammoc, even at the prefent,
which is the beft and drieft feafon of the
year.

We entered the wood at three o’clock 1n
the morning; February 3d, with the advan-
tage of a bright moon, and ferene {ky: The
captain of the guard difpofed his men, fome
in front; fome in the rear, with loaded
muikets, to defend us from the attacks of
wild beafts, with which this dreary wood
abounds ; two of the hammoc men, carry-
ing lanthorns with lighted candles in them,
on each fide of me; on which the natives
have great reliance for terrifying the beafts
of prey: the whole party finging, and fhout-
ing as loud as they could bellow ; blowing
their trumpets, and firing mufkets occafion-
ally, which, with the chattering of monkeys,
alarmed at our approach, the {qualling of
parrots, the roaring of wild beafts, and the
crathing and ruftling of elephants through
the underwood, formed the moft horrid dif-
cord that could be conceived.

After a fatiguing march of five hours, we
reached Aprimee, a fmall town on the oppofite
fide of the weod; where we halted fome

G time,
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time, to breakfaft; and then refumed our
journey to Calmina, which we reached in two
hours. Calmina is a large town, and may
contain about fifteen thoufand inhabitants.
The king frequently refides here, and has a
fpacious houfe, which occupies with its
appendages, almoft as much ground as
St. Fames’s Park : it is inclofed with a high
mud wall, which forms nearly a fquare. On
a former vifit, I meafured one fide of it,
and found it one thoufand jeven bundred paces
long; in the centre is a gateway, and large
guard-houfe, on the roof of which, are ex-
pofed, a great number of the fkulls of pri-
foners taken in war, :

At Calmina, 1 was introduced. into apart-
ments in Maybow’s houfe, where 1 met a
meffenger from him, with compliments, to
congratulate me on my fafe arrival ; and de-
firing tobe informed, what time I propofed
to enter Abomey, and whether I would con-
fent to be received in flate, by the great offi-
cers of the court? which ceremony, confifts
of the prime minifter, and other head men,
coming out about half a mile, on horfeback,
with nuinerous attendants, under arms; who

perform
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perform their military exercife, and fire a
few rounds of mufketry; after which, the
great men alight, and receive the ftranger
under the fhade of large umbrellas ; prefent
him firft with a tumbler of cool water, and
afterwards with a fmall glafs of fpirits;
which is drank to the king’s health; and
then they proceed on foot, to accompany
him into the town.

I declined this honor, as agreeing but
badly with my prefent fatigue; and dif-
miffed the meflenger, charged with com-
pliments on my part, to his mafter; and re-
mained there till evening. In the interim, an
old lady of the houfe provided me with an
excellent dinner, which came very fealonably,
as the porters, with my provifions, did not
arrive in time, owing to their fatigue in
croffing the wood.

I left Calmina at five in the evening, and
profecuted my journey for Abomey, which I
reached in two hours: the intermediate
country is cleared of trees, and the road,
which isan excellent one, lying high, af-
fords a very pleafing profpet of the coun-
try, which I found in high cultivation,

G 3 chiefly
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chiefly of corn'and callivances, for the fup-
“ply of the adjoining towns. 'Half way, be-
tween Calmina and Abomey,'1s a country houfe
of the king’s, and a village called Dawber ;
which was the ancient refidence of his fa-
mily, and the capitak of their little territory,
‘before they émerged from their original ob-
fcurity ; when his anceftor, Tacodmon, early |
in the laft century, gained Calmina by treach-
ety, and Abomey by force of arms; which
laid the foundation ef the  Daboman great-
nefs. '

On my 4rrivdl af the gate of Lbomey, 1 was
faluted with fifteen guns, and conducted teo'
the ‘white: men’s apartments in Maybon's
houfe ; whofe fteward waited on me, with a
prefent from his mafter, of a jar of cool
water, a'pot of pitte, and fome fowls.  Mays
hon foon made his appearance, accompanied
by Eubigab the vice-roy of Whydab, and pre-
fented the king’s compliments on my fafe
arrival, and efedpe from aceidents, or fick=
nefson the journey ; which was followed by
a‘prefent from: the king, of a fheep, fome
fowls, two jars of pitrs, two bafkets of corn-

: flour,
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flour, a callebath of palm oil, one of falt,
and a flafk of brandy. ;

Having had occafion to mention Maybou's
name, it may be neceflary to explain his
office, and that of a few others, who will be
introduced in the fequel. The prime minif-
ter is called Zamegab: he is the firft civil
olficer of the flate, -and ranks immediately
after the king : he is the only perfon in his
dominions whefc head the king may not take
off at his pleature. It is Tumegah’s duty to
affift the king with his advice, and to aid
him in the cares of government. Upon the
deceafe of the king, he, and Mayhou, have
the power of appointing which of his fons
is to fucceed to the government : though the
firft fon born after his father’s acceffion, is
deemed the heir apparent, yet, if zbey think
him unworthy to fucceed, they have a right
to confer the fovereignty on fome one of his
brothers, whom they judge poflefied of fu-
perior merit and abilities. The next in rank
is ftiled Maybou ; he is alfo a counfellor of
the king, and acts as mafter of the, cere-
monies ; he direts, or fuperintends the pub-
tic feftivals of the court ; and has the care

G 3 of
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5\

of all'ﬁrangers that vifit Dabomy, whether
Furopeans, Moors, or Negro ambaffadors
from neighbouring ftates. Tamegab, and he,
are judges in criminal cafes; and one, or
other of them, are almoft conftantly with the
king, informing him of every circumftance
that paffes.  Agaow 1is commander in chief
of the army. Eubigab is vice-roy of Why-
dab : the literal traflation of his title is,
& Captain of the white men.”  Fahbou, is mafter
of the horfe; he has the care of criminals,
and is to fee their punifhments inflicted ;
he has alfo the fuperintendance of the plan-
tations, which fupply the king’s houfhold
with provifions ; and to fee that the women
who ave o cyltvvate them are not remifs in the
difcarge of their duty. Thefe are the prin-
cipal perfonages of the kingdom; to which
offices they have no hereditary claim, being
appointed to them by the King's particular
favor, arifing from the opinion he entertaing
of their qualifications and abilities.

The court was engaged at this time in the
celebration of a grand feftival, which conti«
nues feveral weeks, and is called “1he ane
“ nual cuffoms ;° when the king, waters the

graves
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graves of bis anceflors with the blood of many bu-
man vidtims. The governors of the forts at
W bydab are expelted to attend, and make a
prefent on the occafion ; which fhould con-
fift of at leaft one picce of Indian damaik,
or fome other handfome filk: the vice-roy
of Whydab, and the governors of the dif-
ferent towns and provinces, muft be there
with their prefents alfo, and give an account
of their conduct, and of every circumftance
which the king wifthes to be informed of.
They, who acquit themlelves to his fatis-
fation, have the honor to receive fome mark
of his approbation; which is generally a
large cotton cloth, manufactured in the Eyo
country, of excellent workmanthip, which
they afterwards wear for an upper garment.
The black merchants, or trading men, and
indeed every head of a family muft alfo at-
‘tend for a few days, and bring a quantity of
cowries, proportioned to their circymitances:
each of them endeavours to make his pre-
fent (which is in fact a fax) as refpectable as
he can ; and would be reprimanded, or per-
haps punithed, if he did not do fo. They
are all attended by their domeftics, and the

G4 young
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young fellows among them, who are defirousg
of having female companions, bring, each,
the favings of their induftry, if it amounts
to five cabefs, or twenty thoufand eowrieg,
which they lay before the king’s gate ; and
proftrating themfelves in the duft, beg to
be favored with wives; which is generally
complied with. The females are handed
out from the palace, and diftributed among
the petitioners; and the cowries received in
return.  Each muft take the female that is
affigned him ; be fhe old, or young; hand-
{fome or deformed ; he is obliged to receive
her: fometimes, I have known the king’s
wives, who are the agents in this bufinefs,
hand out in malicious fport, the man’s mo-
ther to him, whom he muft maintain after-
wards ; and wait, content, till his circum-
ftances enable him to try his luck on fome
future occafion.

The ftate principles from which this mode
of fupplying wives is derived is, that « pa-
“ rents have no fort of property in theiv children
“in the Daboman territovies ' they * belong
“entirely to the king,” and are taken from
their mothers, at an early age, and diftri-

buted
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buted in villages remote from the places of
their nativity ; where they remain f{ubject to
bis future appropriation of them, with but
little chance of their being ever feen, orat
leaft recognized by their parents, after-
wards. ‘The motive for this, is, that there
may be no family connections, or combina-
tions ; no aflociations, that might be inju-
rious to the king’s unlimited power. Hence,
each individual is detached, and uncon-
nected ; and having no relative for whom
he is interefted, is folicitous only for his own
fafety ; which he confults, by the moft ab-
je&k fubmiffion, and obedience. Here, pa-
ternal affections, and filial love fcarcely
exift. Mothers, inftead of cherifhing, en-
deavour to fupprefs thofe attachments for
their offspring which they know will be vi-
olated, as foon as their children are able to
undergo the fatigue of being removed from
them.

On the annual return of the Cyfloms (at
which a// muft attend, unlefs prevented by
ficknefs), every perfon being immediately in
the King’s power, they who have been guilty
©f any delinquency, are apprehended with-

out
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out any trouble; and an inquiry into fmall
offences is frequently deferred to that time ;
but on a {ufpicion of crimes that merit im-
mediate inquiry, fuch as imprudent famili-
arity with the Kking’s women ; witchraft, or
theft; the oftfender is vifited by certain mel-
fengers, called balf-beads ; (from having one
half of their heads thaved, and the hair per-
mitted to grow to its full length on the other;
which, with half a dozen ftrings of human
teeth that reach from the right thoulder acrofs
the breaft and back to the oppofite knee,
gives them a ftrange appearance) thefe mel-
fengers hear the merits of the cafe before the
magiftrate of the town; and if the offence
is proved, they either carry the criminal’s
head with them, in a bag, to fhew the king
that {entence has been executed ; or condudt
him to the capital, to receive his punifhment
there.

At this t'me too, the king informs himfelf
particularly, of the behavior of each of his
flaves ; the meaneft of whom have accefls to
bim upon this occafion; and, if injured, has
an opportunity of applying perfonally, and
in private for redrefs ; which is a check on

the
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the conduct of thofe in power, and, no doubt,
prevents them from opprefling their infe-
riors. There are indeed but few inftances
of perfonal injuries in this country; for as
they are a// flaves to the king, thofe who en-
Joy any pre-eminence are cautious how they
abufe their fellow flaves, left they incur the
difpleafure of their common mafter: and
from this terror, in quarrels between equals,
they content themielves with exprefling
their indignation in mutual invetive; and
rarely proceed to blows, left a king’s flave
fhould be hurt; which would be of ferious
confequences to the aggreflor.

I was fuffered to remain uninterrupted in
my apartments the day after my arrival, to
recover from the fatigue of the journey ; ex-
cept, that towards evening, an old man
begged leave to come in; and approaching
with great refpect, produced a fmall calle-
bafh, containing a few pebbles, which he
turned out upon the floor, and, counting
them deliberately over, fhewed me there
Were fifteen of them ; which, I recollected,
Was the mumber of guns that were fired on the
Preceding evening; and finding that he was

the
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the gunner, I paid him his perquifite of an
arkey of cowries, and a flafk of brandy; and
defired him to fhew me his artillery, to which
he readily agreed, and conducted me to an
open {pace in the town, where I found twen-
ty-two two pounders, and two fixes, without
any carriages; notarranged for defence, but
lying on logs of wood, to be fired occafion-
ally for falutes, and on public rejoicings. |
"The town is large, and may contain about
twenty-four thoufand inhabitants. It is built
without any order, or the leaft regard paid
to the regularity of the ftreets. A number
of {mall huts for the women, and a fhady
piazza or two for the mafter, the whole in-
clofed with a high mud wall, form the ac-
commodations of cach family. It is fitu-
ated upon a dry gravelly plain, and is f{up-
plied with water from a rivulet near two
miles off, which makes that article dear;
and a number of women are employed in car-
rying it round the town, in earthen pots, to
fell. The town is furrounded by a wide and
deep ditch, but has no breaft-work ; nor does
it appear how they have difpofed of the clay
that has been dug out of it, unlefs it has been
expended
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expended in conftruting the mud walls of
their houfes. There are, in different places,
four wooden bridges acrofs this ditch, and a
guard houfe at each, in which fome foldiers
are ftationed.

The' king has two houfes, called Dabomy
and’ Gringomy, in the town, and another with-
out the gates, called Dampagey ; they are about
the fame dimenfions as that at Calmina ; and,
like it; are' inclofed by ‘a wmud wall, about
twenty feet high. In pafling the guard houfe
at the door of Gringomy houfe 1 obferved a
great number of human fkulls, fixed on fmall
flakes on the roof of it : they were the heads
of prifoners taken in war. On cach fide of
the door was a pile of human heads, at leaft
fifty in each; and at a few yards diftance;
oppofite to the door, wasa fmall ftage abour
ten feet high, on which lay about two dozen
heads of unfortunate vi¢tims, who had been
facrificed a few days before, at fome of the
late feftivals.

On my return, I received a meflage from
the king, who defired to fee me next morn-
fﬂg in Dabomy houle. I prepared, accord-
Wnely, for my vifit, by unpacking a vesy

handfome



04 A JOURNEY TO THE COURT

handfome fedan chair, and a chamber orgar,
which I had previoully fent up from /#hydab.
Thefe 1 fent carly in the morning by my
porters to the palace, and followed them, at
ten o’clock, February 5, accompanied by
my linguift. I was received at the door by
Maybox ; on each fide of it was a human
head, recently cut off, lying on a flat ftone,
with the face down, and the bloody end of
the neck towards the entrance.  In the guard
houfe were about forty women, armed with
a mufket and cutlafs each; and twenty eu-
nuchs, with bright iron rods in their hands;
one of whom {lipped away, to announce my
arrival ; and Maybor, walking céutiouﬂy for-
ward, conducted me through the firft court
to a door, near which were two more heads ;
where, he proftrated himfelf, and kiffed the
ground ; on which jt was opened by a female,
and we entéred a fecond court, two fides of
which were formed by long fhady piazzas:
in this we were met by Tamcgab and Eubigab,
who, with Maybou, frequently knelt down,
and kiffed the ground, pronouncing aloud
fome of the king’s titles, as we walked acrofs
this court, in which werc ranged fix human

heads.
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heads. From this we pafled through a third
door into the court, where the king was
feated, on a handfome chair of crimfon vel-
ver, ornamented with gold fringe, placed on
a carpet, in a fpacious cool piazza, which
occupied one fide of the court. He was
fmoking tobacco, and had on a gold laced
hat, with a plume of oftrich feathers; he
wore a rich crimfon damafk robe, wrapped
loofely round him; yellow {lippers, and no
ftockings: feveral women were employed
fanning him, and others with whitks, to
chace away the flies: one woman, on her
knees before him; held a gold cup, for him
to {pit in. ,

When the door, which led into this court
was opened, Tamegab and his two compani-
ons immediately fell down, rubbed their
foreheads in the duft, kiffed the ground re-
peatedly, and approached the king crawling
on their hands and knees, proflrating them-
{elves frequently, and throwing the duft
Plentifully with both hands upon their heads
had it been mud from preceding rain, the
fame ceremony would have been performed.
-+ Having bowed to the king, I was directed

; o
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to a chair a few yards from him ; and hav-
ing drank his health ina fmall glafs of brandy,
and he mine, he inquired after the health of
his brother, King George of England ; and
alked fome queftions refpecting my voyage:
We converfed through the medium of my
{ervant, who acted as interpreter, and Maybou ;
who firft kiffed the ground, before he pre-
fumed to repeat the king’s words to my fer«
vant: a cuftom always obferved in every part
of the country, as well as in the royal pre-
fence, when a perfon has occafion to repeat
the king’s words, or deliver any meflage or
order of his. After fome converfation, he
defired me to let him hear the organ, and
appeared much pleafed with the tunes. I
then explained the ufe of the fedan chair,
which I reprefented as much more conveni-
ent than hammocs, which he generally ufed.
Half a dozen of his hammoc men were then
introduced, crawling on their hands and
knees; and by his defire, 1 went into the
fedan, and directing them what to do, was
carried by them all in turns, until they ap-
peared to be pretty expert at their bufinefs«
he then went into it himfelf, and was car-

ried
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ried repeatedly round the court, amidit the
fliouts and acclamations of his-minifters, his
women, and his hammoc men. It was a
finart thowy thing, covered with red morocco
leather, and lined with white filk. He was
aftonithingly delighted with it, and diverted
himfelf with opening and drawing the cur-
tains, which he deemed a ‘moft ingenious
contrivance; at laft; in the exultation of his
foul, fome of the eunuchs were called in to
fupply the place of the hammoc men, and
the door leading from the piazza to his pri-
vateapartments being opened, he was carried
by them to difplay his finery among his
women'; and I had permiffion to depart:
his nobles retiring in the fame abject man-
ner which they obferved in approaching him.
Ia the evening, I purchafed thirty-two flaves,
which finithed the bufinefs of the day.

On the next morning (February 6) I had
an invitation to come, if it was agreeable,
and be a fpetator of fome amufements at the
1'-‘iﬂg’s gate,- at Gringomy, which I acceepted,

~ a8 ] underftood that ﬁgﬁaw (the general) had
returned, in the preceding night, from an
expedition agnainft the Mabess, and had

: H brought
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brought fome prifoners, which I wifhed to
inquire about. I found  Tamegab, Mayhou,
Liubigab, Agaow, and Fabou feated on ftools,
placed on leopard’s fkins, at the king’s gate,
and {heltered under large umbrellas from the
{fun. An accommodation’of the fame fort
was provided for me.. A large concourfe of
people was affembled, but 1 found it was not
a time, or place for bufinels, fo entertained
myfelf with the droll diftortions, and antic
dances of a multitude of people, to the harfh
mufic of a variety of infiruments : amidft all.
this feftivity, fhould a man’s foot flip, and
{hould he tumble and get a fall, which are
1‘cgardcd as bad omens, the poor wretch
is immediately taken out of the crowd, and
his head is ftruck off, without any. interrup-
tion to the dance, which goes on, as if no-
thing had happened. To thefe fucceeded a
troop of about two hundred and fifty females,
wholfe motions and grimaces were ftill more-
comic, if poffible, than what had preceded.
This band was compofed.of ladies of plea~ .

fure, ordered to be fuch by royal authority.  *

This is a precaution taken by government
to prevent the peace of private families being
violated,
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Yivlated, and is perhaps more neceffary here,
than in any other ftate; as adultery is le-
verely punithed, and every indifcretion of
zallantry, expofes the delinquents to death,
or flavery ; efpecially too, as the people of
rank, engrofs the major part of the women.
The king’s feraglio confifts of between three
and four thoufand ; his principal'men, have
from one to three or four hundred wives
each ; and'people in humbler ftations from
half a dozen, to twenty: from this unequal
diftribution, in which the rights of mankind
are infringed, and their wants egregioufly
mifcalculated, the lower clals remain un-
provided with female companions ; but in
every town there is a certain number of wo-
men, proportioned to its fize, who are to
be obliging to every cuftomer that offers :
the price of their favors is regulated, and
very moderate ; and though thefe poor crea-
tures pay a heavy tax annually, which was
the occafion of their being convened at pre-
fent, yet by having fmall beer, and breed-
.i“g poultry added to what their occupation
brings in, they are enabled to live; and I
am inclined to think there are wretches in

H 2 the
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the world, of the fame profeflion, more mi-
ferable than they are.

Whatever entertainment this fcene might
afford, was damped, by my fervant’s offici-
otfly pointing out feven horfes, and the
fame number of micn with their ankles and
wrifls fecured round tall pofts fixed in the
ground ; where they were to remain, tiil the
night preceding the next feftival ; when,
both mren and horfes were to have their heads
ftruck oft: thefe unhappy victims, though
confcious of their inpeénding fate, were not
indifferent to the mufic, which they feemed
to enjoy, by endeavoring to beat time to it.
1 foon took my leave and quitted this feene
of diftrefs; but had not proceeded far, be«
forc 1 was almeft fuffocated by an infup-
portable ftench; which, upon looking round,
I found to proceed from the heads of thirty-
two borfes and thirtyfix men who bad been maf-

Jacved on two preceding feflivals, not for any

crime of theirs, but as a facrifice to the mifs
raken grandeur of the king, and agrecable
to cuflom dmmemorial, Direlting my courle
from thence towards the market place, [
found at the entrance of it two gibbets,

about.
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about twenty feet high; with a murdered
man hanging naked by the ankles to each’;
and at the other end of the market, two
other gibbets furnithed in the fame man-
ner. Thefe poor wretches, were put to death
by blows of heavy clubs on the head, and
had their privities cut clofe off, that the de-
licacy of the king’s women, who had to
march under them in proceflion on a feftival,
about eight days before, might not be of-
- fended.  The birds of prey were tearing out
their bowels, and devouring them piece-
meal ; which the natives looked at without
the leaft emotion; enly admiring the gran-
deur of the king, who could defray the ex-
pence of fuch exhibitions. 1 obferved in
the market, that the fleth of dogs was ex-
pofed for fale here, as well as in Whydab, in

. common with that of other animals.
February 7th. Easly this morning I went
to the gate of Dabomy houfe to fec a pro-
ceflion of the king’s women, who came out,
in 'number about feven hyndred, neatly
drefled, and danced in the parade before the
guard-houfe; where a number of men un-
der arms were drawn up at a diftance, to
H 3 prevent
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prevent the populace from approaching
them. Upontheir retiring, Agaow advanced
with about five thoufand men under arms,
who went through the various evolutions of
their exercife ; and concluded with a gene-
ral dance, and fome war-fongs. After which
I went in to pay my refpects to the king, and
by his defire played over the tunes on the
chamber organ ; it had three barrels, which
made it rather too complicated a bufinefs
for him. It played feveral agreeable tuncs,
and fome fele¢t marches, but he preferred
the bundred and fourth pfalm ; and I fixed
the barrel, at his requeft, to that, for his
future amufement.
February 8th.. This morning I reccived
a meflage from the king to wait on him in
Dabomy houfe, which 1 did, and found him
fitting in a piazza, drefled in a filk night-
gown ; having bowed to him, I wasdirected to
a chair, where fome flaves were ready to hold
a large umbrella over me. The king was at-
tended by his great officers of ftate, and the
parade crowded with a multitude of the po-
pulace. Ata little diftance from me fat a
dozen {warthy men with turbans on their
heads,
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heads, they wore loofe cotton fhirts made
like furplices, long loofe drawers or trowfers
of the fame, and Morocco leather flippers.
Thefe people are called here Mallays ; they
fpcak, and write Arabic, and are fup-
pofed to come from the northern part of
_ dfrica, from the confines of Morocco, and
the ftates of Barbary. They travel to this,
and other parts of Africa more remote (for

they vifit Angola), apparently from motives
of trade; and yet I could not difcover that
they purfued any branch of it, that was of
importance enough to be an object: they
buy hides, and fkins, which they tan and
work into horfe furniture, tobacco pouches,
and other ufeful articles; and carry fome
{mall bales of fkins back with them: what-
ever be the real motives of their journey,
they behave with propriety, and are cour-
teoufly received, and much refpected wherever
they come : they profefs the Mahometan re-
ligion ; and when their long lent of Rama-
dan is over, the king annually kills an ele-
phanr to feaft them.* ‘

H 4 Soon

¥ Thefe Mullahs, are noticed by Snelgrave, who on his
vifit
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Soon after I was feated, the mufic, which,

befides trumpets, flutesyrand bells, con-
fifted

vifit at the camp of the former king cf Dabomy, (Guadje
Truds) obferved two of them, and wasinformed that they
belonged to a far inland nation bordering on the Moors, and
together with thirty eight others of their countrymen had
been taken prifoners at different times, whilft they were
trading from one country to another. They were in fact iti.
nerant Arabs, poflibly mongrels, expertin writing Arabic,
and in the art of dyeing with a variety of colors, goat
and fheep fkins, which they manufactured into cartouch-
boxes, bags for holding gunpowder and other wufes. By
thefe valuable talents they had fo far attradted the admi-
ration and efteem of their congueror, that he treated
them with extraordinary marks of favor. The title of
Mullahs or Mallabs, which properly belongs to an order of
Mahometan priefts, whofe office it is to fupervife and con-
troul the Cadic, may poflibly be affumed to give themfelves
a greaterair of dignity ; and it is not imprebable, but that
under the unfufpected appearance of traders, they may be
+ fecretly employed as miffionaries, to make known and
fpread the doftrines of the Korar among thefe interior
black nations. If the negroes fhould ever be difpofeq! to
tay afide their own hereditary fuperftitions, it is hardly a
doubt but they will embrace Mahometifm in preference to
any other religious fyftem, becaufe it allows polygamy,
flatters their prejudices in many other refpeéts, and will
induce a conformity of faith and manners with their nor-
thern
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fifted principally of a multitude of drums
of various fizes, began to play, and a nu-
merous crowd danced to this rough harmony.
When one band was tired, they were re-
lieved by another, and thefe by two more:
after fome time, a table was laid with abun-
dance of good victuals, and I dined, as did
alfo the Mallays at another. Adaunzou the
king’s eldeft fon and heir apparent, who
knew me on former vifits here, fquatted
down behind my chair; and condefcended
to receive a roafted fowl and fome other
things, which I handed to him from my ta-
ble; but the king never eats in public; it
is even criminal to fuppofe he ever eats,
or that he is fo much like other mortals as
to want the refrefhment of {leep. When the
repaft was over, the mufic was renewed, and
the king advanced into the parade, followed
by a guard of twenty-four women armed

thern and north-eaftern neighbours. Butas yet, they do
not feem, in general, inclined to adopt a change, The
remnant of the Whydahs who had efcaped the edge of
Cuadja Trudy's fword, were abundantly thankful to him,
for permitting them to continue in the enjoyment of their

JSuake-auafbip,
cach
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cach with a blunderbufs, where he danced
fome time, to convince his fubjects of his
health and activity, to their inexprefiible joy
and fatisfaction ; which they manifefted in
the loudeft acclamations. He then teftified
his approbation of the performance of his
muficians, by rewarding them with eighty
ounces * of cowries, which were brought in
by three hundred and twenty of his wives,
each carrying a cabefs, or four thoufand of
them in a brafs pan, which they diftributed
to the drummers, who departed, highly fa-
. tisfied ; and I alfo tock my leave and with-
drew.

Tebruary 8. On my arrival this morn-
ing at Gringomy houfe, I found a vaft con.
courfe of people affembled. I was received
by Maybor, who conducted me into a fpa-
cious parade; on each fide of the entrance,
were three human heads that had been cut
off the night before; and in the centre was
erected a lofty tent, fhaped like a fugar loaf,
about fifty feet high and forty feet wide ; it
was open below, and refted on a circular

* An ounce is about forty-five pounds.
range
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range of {mall iron rails, through which the
king could have a view of what paffed
in the parade. He foon made his appear-
ance, and feated himfelf (amidft the fhouts
and acclamations of the people) under his
tent, on an elegant armed chair, covered
with crimfon velvet, and ornamented with
carving and gilding. I was placed under
the fhade of a largeumbrella, the Mallays
on my right, and about thirty eunuchs, with
cach a bright iron rod in their hands, and
drefled like women, on my left hand: after
the mufic had played about half an hour,
with the confufed noife of which, and the
thouts and fongs of the multitude, I was
almoft ftunned: a droll Harlequin enter-
tained the king with an odd fort of dance,
and fired occafionally a blunderbufs with
five barrels, which gave the king fo much
fatisfaction, that he fent him five cabefs of
cowries.

The . proceffion then began with a guard
of an hundred and twenty men, carrying
blunderbuffes, who marched out two a-
breaft: next, fifteen of the king’s daughters,

fine comely women in the bloom of life, at-
tended
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tended by fifty female flaves: after them
marched in regular order, one by one, feven
hundred and thirty of his wives, bearing pro-
vifions and liquors for an entertainment in
the market place: thele were followed by a
guard of ninety women under arms, with
drums beating. A table was then laid, and
I breakfafted, whilft the proceffion conti-
nued : fix troops advanced, of f{eventy wo-
men each; a diftinguithed favorite walked
under an umbrella at the head of cach. ~She
who led the van was fo univerfally refpected,
as to be too facred to be feen ; in fact, they
{fecured her effc@ually from my fight with
the umbrella, and certain long targéts of lea-
ther, covered with red and blue taffata, with
which they encompafled her: in the laft
troop were two umbrellas, and four favor-
ites, very fine women, who were faid to be
in higher efteem with the king than any,
except the lady before mentioned. All thefe
entertained the king with their fongs and
dances as they pafled ; and the favorites went
into the tent to pay their refpects, and re-
ceived confiderable prefents of cotwries from
him. 'They were fucceeded by ten bands of

his
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his younger children, fifteen in each, from
about feven to fifteen years old, each band
confifting of thofe that were nearly of the
fame age and fize. Seven troops of fifty wo-
men each followed next, each troop preceded
by two Englifh flags : thefe, like the formet,
amufed his Majefty with their fongs and
droll dances: four of them particularly en-
gaged my attention: their drefs was too ex«
travagant to be defcribed; and each had a
long il fixed to her rump, which {eemed to
be a flip of leopard’s fkin, fewed up and
ftuffed ; which, by a dexterous wriggle of
their hips they whirled round with furprifing
velocity, like a fling.  Thefe likewife had a
fhare of their mafter’s bounty, and marched
off loaden with cowrses. Befides thefe, there
were fifty or fixty women employed about
his perfon, going on meflages, and diftribut-
ing prefents, which he dealt about him with
a liberal hand.

When the women had marched out, the
eunuchsbegan their fongs in the king’s praife;
enumerating his titles, and proclaiming his
grandeur and actions, in terms of the moft
fulfome adulation: which continued until

the
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the women had made the neceflary preparii«
tions for him in the market place: then the
king retired, and the proceffion began in the
following order.  Firft, two coaches drawn
by twelve men each ; next, the fedan chair ;
and then three hammocs fcreened from the
fun by large fumptuous umbrellas of gold
and filver tiflue, and covered with canopies
of the fame. Each of thefe was furrounded
by a very ftrong guard; and the king was
in one of them, but whether in coach, chairy
or hammoc, would have been prefumptuous,
even criminal, for any of the attendants to
venture to guefs. My hammoc followed,
and then five other hammocs, belonging to
the great officers of the flate, accompanied
by an immenfe crowd of attendants and fpec-
tators. We proceceded through Ajawbee
market, direCtly under five gibbets, with a
‘man hanging to cach, as defcribed before,
who had been murdered in the preceding
night for that purpofe. We then entered a
large parade, inclofed with different kinds
of cloth, extended on rails, to keep off the
populace ; adjoining one end of it was a
highcr inclofure of finer cloth for the king.

None
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None came into the large parade but Tame-
gab, Maybou, Eubigab, Agaow, and Fabou, and
their attendants, except myfelf, and fervants;
and here I fat down to a dinner which would
have ferved an hundred more. After I had
dined, Tamegah, &c. attacked the remainder ;
and the crowd without were fo well fupplied
with victuals, and brandy, that every one of
them was fully fatisfied : in the evening I
had permiffion to vifit the king, and having
pafled half an hour with him, returned to my
quarters {ufficiéntly tired with the noife and
fatigue of the day. On my way I paffed by
the place where I had feen the feven men
and the like number of horfes tyed two days
before: they were now gone, and I was told
were murdered on the preceding night ; but
that thofe upon the gibbets, and the heads

in the king’s houfe, were none of them.
Nothing material occurred on the three
enfuing days, which I employed in pur-
chafing fome flaves and ivory ; but on: the
12th I was fummoned again to court, to at-
tend another feftival: only four human heads
were placed at the king’s door upon this oc-
cafion. The dances and the proceffion were
nearly
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nearly the fame as before, except that" the
drefles and ornaments of the women were
much more fhowy : the variety, and abun-
dance of rich filks, filver bracelets, and other
ornaments, coral, and a profufion of other
valuable beads, exceeded my expectation ;
befides, there was added another troop of
forty women, with filver helmets, and there
was a difplay of the king’s furniture and trin«
kets, moft of the women carrying fomething
or other of his; fome of them fine fwords ;
others filver-mounted guns; above a hun-
dred of them held cither gold, or filver-
headed canes, in their hands ; and that none
might be unprovided, fome carried a candle~
ftick, and others a lamp, perhaps fifty at
leaft of each, with many other articles ; which
were all held up for the gaping multitude to
admire. We dined, as before, in the mar-
ket place; and in the evening, when I went
to wait on the king, a female dwarf was in-
troduced to dance before him, in which the
acquitted herfelf very well: fhe feemed to
be about thikty years old, and meafured only
two feet {feven inches high, was without any
- deformity, and eolerably well fhaped.
: During
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During this day’s amufcments, we were-
vifited by an Harmattan wind, which if de-
{cribed fcientifically, would furnifha curious
chapter in the hiftory of winds : leaving that
tafk to thofe who are more equal to it, 1 {hall
only endeavor to give fome idea of its moft
{triking phanomena.

On that part of the coaﬂ of Afnca which
extends from Cape Ferd to Cape Lopez, there.
arc, in the months of December, January,
and February, frequent returns of a wind,
from the north eaft, which is known by the
name of the Harmattan wind. It, probably,
may be felt further to the fouthward than
Cape Lopez, but I cannot fpeak of what oc-
curs in countries which I have not vifited.
It comes on indifcriminately at any hour of
the day or night; at any. time of the tide;
or at any period of the moon’s age; and
continues a day or two ; fometimes, five or
fix ; once I knew it to continue a fortnight;
and there are generally threc or four returns
of it every feafon. It never rainsin an Har-
mattan ; but it fometimes immediately fuc-
ceeds a fhower. It blows with moderate

force ; not quite fo ftrong as the fea breeze
: I which
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which in the fair or dry feafon fets from the
weft, welt-fouth-weft, and fouth-weft; but
fomething ftronger than the land wind
which blows at night from the north, and
north-north-weft.

This wind is always accompanied with an
unufual gloominefs, and hazinefs of the at-,
mofphere 5 very few ftars can be feen
through the fog ; and the fun, concealed the
greateft part of the day, appears only for a
tew hours about noon, and then of a mild
red, exciting no painful {enfation in the cye.
No dew is perceived during the continuance
of this wind ; nor is there the leaft appear-
ance of any moifture in the atmofphere,
Salt of Tartar, diffolved in water, fo as to run
upon a tile, and expofed to the Harmattan,
even in the night, becomes perfectly dry
again in a few hours. Vegetables, of every
kind, fuffer confiderably from it: all tender
plants, and feeds juft fprouting above the
carth, are killed by it: the moft flourithing
ever-grgens feel its baneful influence; the
branches of the lemon, orange, and lime
trees droop; the leaves become flaccid, and
wither; and their fruits, robbed of their

: ufual
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ufual nourithment, are cramped in their
growth, and ripen, or rather appear yellow,
and become dry, before they have arrived at
half their ufual fize. Every thing appears
dull and faded : the grafs withers, and dries
like hay ; of which circumftance the natives
avail themfelves, to burn it down in the vi-
cinity of the roads; as well to keep them
open, as to deftroy the fhelter which it af-
fords to wild beafts, or even to enemics that
might lurk concealed in it. The covers of
books, thut up clofely in a trunk, and pro-
tected by lying ameng clothes, bend back as
if they had been expofed to a fire ; the pan-
nels of doors, window fhutters, &, {plit ;
and thexjoints of a well-laid floor, of fealoned
wood, will gape fo wide, that one may lay
his finger in them: the fides, and decks of
thips, become quite open and leaky; and
veneered work flies to pieces, from the con-
traction of the wood in different directions.
If cafks containing liquor, as wine, or {pirits,
are not frequently wetted on the outfide,

they generally lofe their contents,
The air becomes confiderably cooler in
an Harwattan ; and the thermomcter ( Faren~
| beit’s)
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heir’s) is generally ten or twelve degrees be-
low the common ftandard. The wnatives com-
plain much of the feverity of the weather
on thefe occafions, and clothe themfelves in
their warmeft apparel, to guard againftit;
though - that’alteration  is highly grateful to
the Europeans refident in the country, yet
they alfo feel many inconveniencies, in com-
mon with' the Blacks: for the eyes, noftrils,
lips and palate become difagreeably dry and
unealy : there is a neceflity and inclination
to drink often; not fo much to quench
thirft, as to remove a painful aridity in the
fauces : the lips and nofe become chapped
and fore; and though the air is cool, there
is a difagreeable fenfation of prickling heat
upon the {kin, as if it had been wafhed with
{pirits of hartthorn or ftrong lye. If this
wind continues five or fix days, the fcarf
fkin generally peels off from the hands and
face, and even from the reft of the body, if
the Harmattar continues a few days longer.
Perfpiration is confiderably fupprefled ; but
when fweat is excited by exercife, I have
found it peculiarly acrid ; tafting like fpirits
of wine diluted with water.

So
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So far its effects on the animal and vege-
table world are very difagreeable, but it is
alfo productive of fome good. The ftate
of the air is extremely conducive to health:
it contributes furprifingly to the cure of old
ulcers and cutancous eruptions : perfons la-
bouring under fluxes and intermitting fevers,
generally recover in an Harmattan ; and they
who have been weakened and relaxed by fe-
vers, and finking under evacuations for the
cure of them, particularly bleeding, (which
is often injudicioufly repeated) have their
lives faved, in {pite of the doctor. It ftops
the progrefs of epidemic difeafes: the finall
pox, fluxes, and remittent fevers not enly dif-
appear, but they who are labouring under
thefe diforders when an Harmattan comes
on, are almoft fure of a {peedy recovery. In-
fection is not then eafily communicated.
In the year 1770, I had above three hundred
flaves on board a thip in #hydab Road, when
the fmall pox appeared among them; the
greater part of thefe were inoculated, before
an Harmattan came on; and about feventy
of them underwent that operation a few days

after it fet in: the former got very well
I3 through
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through the diforder: none of the latter had
either any ficknefs or eruption: we thought
we had got clear of the diforder, but ina
very few weeks it began to appear among
thefe feventy: about fifty of them were ino-
culated the fecond time; the others had it
in the natural way: an HHarmattan came on,
and they a// recovered, except one girl, who
had a malignant ulcer an the inoculated {pot,
and died fometime afterwards of a locked
Jaw. Thefe falutary effects may probably be
not univerlal, efpecially where the Harmattan
may ‘come laden with- the noifome cffluvia
of a putrid fwamp, which is not the cafe in
ibis part of the country.

I am forry to be obliged to diffent from
fuch refpectable authority as that of Dr. Lind,
to whofe labors we are fo much indebted,
for his valuable directions for preferving the

health of feamen. 1 prefume, his account
of the Harmattan is derived from informa-
tion, and not from his own obfervations,
which are univerfally fo juft : had he expe-
rienced it in perfon, he could mot have called
i« faral and malignant;” and that « its
“« noxious vapour was deftructive to Blacks

L4 ‘,ES
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e as well as Wbites,” or that « the mortality
* which it occafioned was in proportion to
« the denfity and durationof the fog.” He
fecms to confound the falubrity of the Har-
mattan, with thofe baneful effeéts to the con-
{titution that follow the commencement of
the periodical vains in April and May.

Thefe rains are uthered in by hard gufts
of wind, from the north eaft, and caft-north-
eaft, called Tornadoes (from a corruption of
the Portuguefe word Trowoada, a thunder-
{torm) which occur ufually on the full and
change of the moon, about the latter end
of March, and in the months before men-
tioned: they are accompaniced by fevere
thunder and lightning, and a very heavy
fhower of two or three hours continuance,
which f{oftens the furface of the earth, that
had been parched up by the preceding Har-
mattans, and a fucceflion of fix or eight
months dry weather in that burning climate,
and gives an opportunity for the colletted,
ftagnating and putrid vapors, confined under
its arid furface, to rife and efcape : thefe, vo-
latilized by the {olar heat, which beams forth

with redoubled heat when the Tomm:’o’is
14 over,
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over, ftrike the noftrils with the moft offen.
five ftench imaginable, and occafion many
bilious vomitings, fluxes, remittent and pu-
trid fevers of the worft kind.  Befides thefe,
which are amnnal, there feems to be a col-
lection of peftiferous vapor, which remains
imprifoned for a longer period, and does
not cmerge above the furface oftner than
once in five, {ix or feven years. The periods
which I recolle¢t to have been moft fatal
were in 1755 or 1756, when Governor Mel-
wille and moft of the gentlemen and garrifon
of Cape Coaft died ; and.in 1763 and 1769 *,
The mortality in fome of thele years (for
they were not all equally fatal to the European
fettlers) was fo great, that, as Dr. Lind fays
“ The living were [carce fufficient to re-
“ move, and bury the dead.” :
The fog which accompanies the Farmattan
is occalioned by an infinite number of {mall
particles floating in the air: they are fo mi-
nute as to efcape the touch, and elude every
inveltigation that 1 could devife: I could
not fucceed in attempting to examine them

’

7

* The year 1775 was alfo fatal to many.

-

by
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by the microfcope, though a part of them
are depofited upon the grafs, leaves of trees,
and even upon the fkin of the Negroes,
and make them appear whitifh, er rather
greyith. Thefe particles do not fly far over
the furface of the fea: the fog is not fo
thick on board the thips in /#hydab Road, at
two or three miles diftance from the thore,
as it is on the Beach; and in proportion to
the diftance from the fhore, the fog de-
creales: at four or five leagues diftance from
it the fog is entirely loft, though the wind
is felt ten or twelve leagues off.

Upon a careful inquiry concerning the
face of the country, I learn, that excepta
few rivers, and fome fwamps and lakes of no
confiderable extent, the country behind #%y-
dah, for four hundred miles back, is covered
with verdure, open plains of grafs, with
fome clumps of trees, and fome woods or
forefts. It rifes with a gentle and gradual
afcent, for about an hundred and fifty miles
from the fea, before there is the appearance
of a hill; and behind thofe hills I do not
hear of any remarkable ranges of moun-
tains. The {urface is generally a loofe fandy

: foll,
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{oil ; below that a rich reddifh earth, and not
aftone to be found in it of the fize of a wal-
nut. I hear of no barren tracks of arid fand
from whence thofe particles are likely to be
detached by the Harmatian. Dr. Lind writes,
that « The Harmattan is faid to arife from
« the conflux of feveral rivers about Benin '
but here, at Abomey, 1 felt it blowing from
the north-eaft, {tronger than I ufually have
clfewhere, and Bewin bore from me, foutha
caft; therefore the Harmattan was not likely
to originate there. On the Gold Coafl, it ge-
nerally blows from the fouth-eaft; at the J//zs
de 1os, a little to the northward of Sierra
Leone, from the eaft-fouth-eaft; and at the
river Gabon near Cape Lopez, from the north-
north-caft. The interfection of thefe points,
or (what I would prefer) an e/ line drawn
from Cape Verd, cut by a north-eaft one from
the centre of the Gold Coaft ; and a north line
from Cape Lopez, would, I think, point out
a probgble fource for this extraordinary wind:
but this is mere conjecture of my own.

As the bufinefs which brought me to Alo-
mey, and refpected abufes practifed by the
carriers of goods, who in bringing them

from
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from the deach to the factories in Griwbee,
pilfered confiderable quantities of them, was
in fome meafure etfected, by the king’s pro-
mifing that he thould take proper meafures
to prevent the like in future, I was now de-
{irous to return; and acquainting the King
with my intention to do {o, as foon as the
Harmattan fhould ceafe, took my leave of
him. It continued blowing freth for two
days longer, which detained me, as the wea-
ther was too difagrecable for travelling. In
the interim, a part of Dabomy houfe tock fire,
which greatly endangered the whole of it.
As foon as the hurry occalioned by it was
over, I was induced to wait again upon the
king on this occafion, as a mark of refpedt.
1 obferved, as [ expected, much confufion and
diforder in tht houfe; feveral heads had been
cut off, and lay fcattered about to the num-.
ber of twenty at leaft; and I found the king
much irritated againit his women ; who were
accufing each other of careleflne(s, and each
endeavouring to remove the blame of it from
herfelf, It probably was not caly to afcer-
tain how the accident happencd: and the
king finding the inveftigation difficult, and

his
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his difpleafure being perhaps fomewhat ap-
peafed by the lives which he had taken away
in the firft impulfe of his anger, he fettled
the bufinefs, by felecting mmeteen of them
whofe refidence was in the quarter where the
fire broke out, and fold them to me for
flaves. On the third day, the Harmattan
ceafed, and I prepared for my departure ;
previous to which, the king fent me a fat
theep, an anchor of brandy, and five cabe/s
of cowries, towards defraying my expences
on the road; and a prefent alfo, of a fine
ftriped cotton cloth, and a handfome female
flave.

I fhould have {et off on my return to /#hy-
dab early in the morning of the 16th of Fe-
bruary, which was the laft day of the 4u-
nual Cufloms, on which the king diftributes a
profufion of prefents among his people ; but
I was prevailed upon to remain till evening,
at the requeft of my attendants, who hoped
to pick up fomething in the {cramble of the
day. On this occafion, a large ftage is erect-
ed near one of the palace gates, adorned with
flags and umbrellas, and furrounded with a
fence of thorns, to keep off the rabble; on

this
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this are piled heaps of filefias, checks, calli-
coes, and a variety of other European and
Indian goods; a great many fine cotton
cloths that are manufactured in the FEyo
country ; and a prodigious quantity ef coto-
ries.  When all is ready, the king comes
upon the ftage, accompanied by any of the
governors, or captains of thips, thar may be
there, and attended by Tamegab, Maybou, and
a few others of his head men; to cach of
thele he gives, according to their rank, the
choice of an Eyo cloth, and a ftring of coral
beads ; his fubordinate officers are then
called over from among the crowd below,
and receive each a piece of cloth, and fome
cowries, as a mark of their mafter’s approba-
tion and regard. The King then throws a
bunch of cowries with his own hands among
the crowd ; on which, his women begin to
fling the remainder of the goods indifcrimi-
nately among the multitude; in which the
white men, if they pleafe, and Tamegab and
his companions affift; and finally, as forne
cruelty muft accompany all their exhibitions,
a man tied neck and heels, an alligator muz-
zled, and a couple of pigeons, with their

wings
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wings clipped, are thrown off the [tage
among the crowd, where a confufion, greater
if poffible than what has preceded, enfues, in
{crambling for the heads of each, to the great,
amufement of the king; and whoever are
lucky enough to carry off the prizes, which
confift of the heads of the victims, are each
rewarded with a handfome prefent. This is
the laft human facrifice at the Cufloms, and is
a 'part of the ceremony which the Whites
never ftay-to fee performed ; but, if report
may be credited, the carcafe of the human
victim is almoft wholly devoured, as all the
mob below will have a tafte of it.

I reached Agrimee, on the borders of the
wood, that night ; and, after a few hours reft,
rofe betore day to get through this fatiguing
part of the journey before the heat of the
morning, and did not halt until I got to my
old friend Fabrakon at Wihybow ; with whom
I fpent that day, and a great part of the next:
but could not ftay to accompany him on a
great buffalo hunt, for which he was prepar-
ing. Larrived at Ardra on the evening of
the 17th of February, where an occurrence
happened that might have terminated worfe

for



., OF BOSSA AHADEEL. ' - 127

for us than it did. I had my hammoc flung
in the white men’s apartment, adjoining
Maybow's houfe ; and the weather being very
warm, the hammoc men, porters, &c. chole
to fpread their mats, and lie in the piazza,
and in the little court before it, in the open
air: when we were all afleep, except the cap-
tain of the gang, who after taking a nap was
regaling himfelf with a pipe, a leopard leaped
over the wall, walked over thofe who were
fleeping in the court, and, without hurting
them, {eized upon the fat fheep which the
king had given me, that was tyed in a corner
of the yard ; and carried it off with him in
an inftant, over a wall eight feet high, before
the man who faw him had time to get a fhot
at him.

The next day, February 18, 1772, I re-
turned fafe to my factory ; and here my nar-
rative thould conclude, but Tam tempted to
wafte fome additional pages, in relating a

few circumftances that oceurred in my fub-
fequent journies to Dabory. 1 had occafion
“to vifit dbomey hgain in December 1773: the
king was thed infirm, and finking under
years, as well ds difeafe: he was confined to
his
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his room, but would fee me ; which gave me
an opportunity of infpecting his private
apartment. He had a neat detached room
for fleeping in, which was feparated from
the court, in which it fteod, by a wall about
breaft high, the top of which was ftuck full
of human lower-jaw bones ; and the little arca
within it, was paved with /kulls, which, I
underftood, were thofe of neighbouring
kings, and other perfons of eminence and
diftinction, whom he had taken prifoners in
the courfe of his wars ; and had been placed
there, that he might enjoy the favage grati-
fication of trampling on the beads of his ene-
mies, when he plealed. He did not long
furvive this interview, but lingered on to the
17th of May 1774, when he died aged about
feventy years; of which he had reigned about
forty ; and was fucceeded by his fon Adaun-
Zar.

A horrid fcene commences in the palace,
the moment the king expires; which con-
tinues until Tamegab and Maybou have ans
nounced that event to his fucceflor,; and till
he takes poffeflion of it: this he lofes no time

in doing, that he may put an end to the mifs
chicf
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chi¢f going on there. The wives of the
deceafed begin, with breaking and deftroying
the furniture of the houfe, the gold and filver
ornaments and utenfils, the coral, and in
ihort, every thing of value that belonged
cither to themfelves, or to the late king, and

-then murder one another. *
Ko Adaunzou,

* By/man, an author of cftablifhed credit, fpeaking of
the cuftoms at Whydab, prior to its conqueft, relates, that
“¢ upon the death of the king of that country; and as foon
“¢ as it was publicly known, every perfon fell to ftealing as
“¢ much as he could of his neighbour’s goods, without be-
*¢ ing liable to any punifhment. This fcene of rapine and
¢ confufion continued till a zew king was confirmed on the
“¢ throne; who, by public proclamation, forbad it, and
« was inflantly, and ftrictly obeyed.” He adds, * that
«¢ the fucceffion to the crown feemed to depend on the great
« officers, and their adherents ; fo that the younger brother
“ was frequently elevated to that rank, in exclafion of the
* eldet.” The temporary anarchy and " tumult ufual in
thefe countries whenever the throne became vacant by the
death of the fovereign, may poffibly have originated (as I
have already hinted in a preceding note) in a defign either
to accelerate the choice of a fucceflor, in order by that
means to prevent acivil war; or, to confirm the popular
attachment to a momarchical form of government, by dif-
guiting them with the turbulence and licentioufnefs inci-
dent to 2 democracy.  But this is merely matter of conjec-

' ture;
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Adaunzon, upon being nominated king,
haftened with his retinue to the palace gate,
which he broke down, and taking poffeflion
of it, put a ftop to the carnage; but, before
he could accomplifh this, a great part of the
furniture, &¢. was deftroyed, and two bundred
and eighty five of the women had been mur-
dered. The fedan chair, however, remained

entire, and Abadee was interred in it, accom-

panied, it is faid, by fix of his wives, who
were buried alive with him, as were allo all
thofc who had been killed in the affray.

The new king inherited his father’s pro-
penfity for war, and an opportunity foon of-
fered for gratifying this paffion. In the au-
tumn of 1774, the King of the exiled #hydabs,
who had fled from their country on the Dabo-
man conqueft, died. Thefe people occupy
a fmall, fwampy térritor_v, between /Fhydab
and Prpoe ; and live in amity with the latter,
who affift them in their incurfions and de-
predations on the former. The Dabomans

ture; and, after all, might be no more, than would probably

happen, upon fetting any other flaves loofe fora while from

the awe ol a coutrouling and defpotic power, and during
its fufpenfion, ;
never

-
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never fail to take fome advantage of any dil-
fentions that happen among thefe people ;
and one now occurred on the death of their
king; for there were two competitors for the
government :  Abgvon (or the Swamp-Dog),
who was fon to him who killed his own bro-
ther at Xavier, and ate his heart, as related
in Abadee’s Memoirs ; and ‘anothcr, who was
equally related to the deceafed, named Eyce
(or the Monkey). The former had the moft
numerous adherents, and drove his rival out
of the country ; - Adaunzou determined to fup-
port his pretenfions, without being at the
trouble of inquiring into the merits of them,
and fent an army to his afliftance.  Abavox,
and his party, were obliged to fly in their
turn.  The Dabomans drove them off the
main land in the firft campaign, and com-
pelled them to take refuge on an ifland call.
ed Foudou-Cong, or Feleefo-Ijland, which is in a
lagoon, or broad expanfe of water, formed by
a river in that country. There they remain-
ed inacceflible during the pei'iodical rains,
becaufe the Dabomans had no canoes, and
indeed know nothing of the management of
them : bug as foon as the waters fubfided,

K2 they
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they began an arduous undertaking ; the
army was reinforced with a prodigious num-
ber of men ; they cut down the trees on each
{ide of the lagoon, of which they made piles,
and carried on a bridge, or caufeway, on both
fides, directly to the ifland; and after a
bloody conflict, in which many lives were
loft, they carried it.

Abavon and his party ' retreated upon the
lagoon in about eight hundred canoes, which
they had with them ; but their efcape was
prevented by the Dabomans having previoufly
piled the river acrofs, a few miles below,
where it was narrow, and by keeping poffef=
fion of both thores.  The /#bydabs remained
in this diftrefling fituation for fome months,
without any other fubfifténce than what they
derived from the fith in the river; or by
landing occafionally in force, and beating up
fome of the Dabomans in their quarters, where
the aflailants fometimes found a fmall fupply
of provifions. :

- At laft, Abavou, fecing his pcople worn out
with famine and fatigue, ‘and no profpe& of
extricating them from their difficulties, re-
folved to furrender himfelf. He thanked his

followers
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followers for their {ervices, and told them,
that the only return he could now make for
their attachment and fidelity, was to deliver
himfelf up, and endeavour te prevail on
Adaunzou to accept bis life, as a peace-offer-
ing for their fafety : with this determination
he came on fhore, and was fent by Agaow
(the Daboman general) to the king, who or-
dered his head to be cut off.  His adherents
fubmitted prifoners at difcretion, to be difv
pofed of as the king pleafed.

. Although this tranfaction paffed within a
few miles of /hydab, and we could not fail
of knowing every ftage of it, for in fact there
was nothing elfe to attend to (as frade is en-
tively fufpended whilfl the country is at war) yet
Adaunzon, to gratify his own vanity, fent his
balf-heads to announce his victory to the
governors of the forts there, and fignified
his with, that they fhould teftify their joy at
the event, which was complied with, by
firing a royal {alute at each of the forts; and
by every fhip in the road.

Soon after this, he thought fit to fend a
meflenger to acquaint me, that he wifhed to
{ee me, and I waited on him towards the end

K3 of
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of December 1775. At our firft interview,
he afked me if I had ever feen Abavou 2 on
replying that I had not, he added, « Then
« you' thall now.” I knew Abavor had been
dead a month at leaft, and had no curiofity to
{ee his remains ; but did not think it advife-
able to oppofe the king’s intention. Some
women, to whom he gave directions about it,
foon returned from an inner apartment of the
palace, carrying a wide, fhallow, brafs veflel,
that contained a large bundle, much bigger
than a bee-hive, which was ornamented with
two fmall filk flags, each about the fize of a
handkerchief. This bundle was compofed
of various folds of cloth, the uppermoft of
cotton ; within them were feveral filk wrap-
pers, which being removed, Afavow’s head
made its appearance, lying ina china bafon.
It was in perfect prefervation, as dry as an
Fgyptian mummy, and the hair fimartly dref-
fed. « That is the fellow,” faid the king,
“ whe gave me fo much trouble.” I replied,
You feem to take gaod care of him, now you
have him. <« Yes,”” faid he, “I am a warrior
« myfelf, and if I thould fall into the enemies
 hands,
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r hands, could with to be treated with that
“ decency, of which I fet the example.”

He ordered a great number of the prifon-
ers, who had furrendered on the late occa-
fion, to be fhewn to me. I declined pur-
chafing any of them, as they weremuch ema-
ciated, and appeared to be fickly. <« Since
< that is the cafe,” faid he, « I fhall put them
« to death.” I endeavored to diffuade him
from that refolution, and recommended that
he would make them Zoilers of falt, as they
came from the country which fupplied him
with that article; or to employ them in fome
other way. He faid, “it would be fetting a
“« lad example, and keeping people in the
« country, who might hold feditious lan-
« guage: that bis was a peculiar government,
-« and that thefe ftrangers might prejudice
« his people againft it, and infect them with
«¢ {entiments incompatible with it.” Ireally
cannot fay what was at laft the fate of thefe
poor people: I know they were no kept for
Jfalt boilers, and doubt not fome of them were
purchafed afterwards (when their health
and ftrength were recruited), for flaves for
the /el Indies ; but thofe who did not find

K4 - purchafers
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purchafers would undoubtedly be put te
death: and the Awnual Cufloms, which were
then at hand, would produce a demand for
two or three hundred of them; to * wateg
s¢ with their blood the graves of ddaun:ﬁa;«s's
« anceftors,” ;

»

e e e o G

I SHALL beg leave to add, by way of
fupplement, a few particulars, which
have fome conneétion with the preceding
narratives. It has been feen, that the Da-
boman conquefts have extended chiefly over
the maritime ftates—a circumftance, which
might appear fingular, if we were only to
regard the comparative civilization of thofe
ftates, in confequence of their intercourfe
with Europeans, and the ready fupply of fire
arms and ammunition to be obtained from

that
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that commerce, for their defence: but the
truth feems to have been, that in proportion
as thefe ftates became improved in civili-
gation, and addi¢ted to agriculture and
trade, they declined from their ancient fero-
city of temper: they had grown voluptuous
and effeminate, and loft every {park of madr-
tial fire. The kingdom of #hydab, though
capable of muftering with eafe two hundred
thoufand effective militia, employe¢ none
but mercenary foldiers for its protection.
On the other hand, the interior nations
continuing unaltered in their manners, were
not to be fubdued by the Daboman armies.
The borderers on this kingdom are the Eyos
or Eyoes on the eaftern fide, between Dabomy
and Benin ; the Mabees, on the weftern ; and
the Tappas, whofe country lies contiguous
to the Eys. The latter are a very {pirited
nation, and firft gave a check to the ambi-
tion of Guadja Trudo. They are probably
the 2uboos of Snelgrave, who perhaps had
borrowed this name from Swifi’s Gulliver,
which was cotemporary with his publica-
tion. Their form of government is not

very different from that of Dabomy, from
| | which
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which their defpot, until very lately, ex.
aéted a yearly tribute for many years, as the
priceof peace.  They cultivate cotton, and
a fpecies of grafs, and manufadture both
into clothing, for the ufe of the natives.
Their traders likewife deal largely in flaves,
which are difpofed of to the factors of Da-
bowy. The Mabees, as 1 haye before hinted,
are a powerful confederacy of many united
and independent ftates ; whofe form of go-
vernment {eems to be of the feudal kind.
Their leading men poflef(s vaflals or flaves,
but do not treat them with the Daboman af-
perity. Neverthelefs, they fell flaves in con-
fiderable numbers to the Daboman factors.
But revolutions happen fo frequently, and
from fuch trivial caufes, among thefe barba-
rous natiens, who have not yet difcovered
the means of conftituting, by regular often-
five and defenfive treaties, a political balance
of power, for their mutual prefervation and
tranquility, that they cannot be fuppofed to
enjoy any thing like a fettled form of govern-
ment : it fluctuates with the alternate fuc-
cefles of invaders and ufurpers. The Eyos
are even now engaged in hoftilities againft

the
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the Mabees, with the ufual fury of favages.
At the commencement of the laft periodical
rains (in May 1788) they had ravaged no
lefs than fourteen diftricts; and, burning
and deftroying multitudes of towns and vil-
lages, continued their progrefs with fuch de-
vaftation and horror, that the tyrant of Dag-
bomy was not without violent apprehenfions
for his ewn fafety. Of the Tuppas, but little
is known. Itis fuppofed they are the fame
nation which is mentioned by Snelgrave, by
the name of Tuffos, a large party of whom
having been furprized and routed by the
forces of Guadja Trudo, eighteen hundred
captives were brought to the royal encamp-
ment, and of this number no lefs than four
hundred were inftantly facrificed. The re-
mainder were either kept or fold as flaves.
This nation, however, muft have acquired
confiderable importance, as they drew a re-
gular tribute from the Ejyos.

The language commonly fpoken in the
Daboman empire is the Afirab, which is the
proper dialet of Ardrab, whofe dominions
formerly extended from the river Folta to

Lagos.  Throughout the fame tra& of coun-
try
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try it prevails at this day, though corrupted
a little, it is true, with fome provincial idioms
and variations, occafioned by an intermix-
ture of different people.  Ajirab was oncea
* Jarge and populous town, before the fubver-
fion of the kingdom of Ardrab by the Dabo-
mans in 1724. It is even at prefent no con-
temptible place. Its diftance from Griwhee
or Grigue, (the capital of Whydab) is about
feven hours. I ufed to compute, thatthe
hammoc men carried me at the rate of ar
leaft, five. miles ' per hour, in general. But
that part of the road indeed which lies
through the great wood (marked upon the
map) is fo extremely bad, that I am certain
my rate of travelling did not excced four
miles per hour, during the five hours I em-
ployed in crofling it.  Whydab, in its ancient
ftate, and before it became a province to Da-
bomy, was bounded on the weftern part by
Popo. Tt ranged along the fhore about nine
or ten miles; but in its inland divifion, from
ten to twelve miles in breadth (though in
fome parts rather lefs), and contained about
fixty thoufand fquare acres. So very popu-
lous was it, that in one village only, were

computed
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computed as many inhabitants as are com-
monly found in an entire kingdom on the
Gold Coaft.  There were many of thefe large
villages equally well ftocked, befides innu-
merable {mall ones ; moft of which lay ata
very {mall diftance from each other. The
king aflured Bgfinan (about the year 1693)
that one of his vice-roys, with his fons and
grand-fons (and not reckoning any of his
female defcendants) made up a body of swe
thoufund perfons, all of whom were then li-
ving. This, however marvellous it may
found in owr ears, was not thought at all in-
credible by thofe to whom it was mentioned,
becaufe the common men in general had
from forty to fifty wives each; and their
fuperiors from three to four hundred, and
fome of them even one thoufand: the king
himfelf maintained a baram of between four.
and five thoufand. Moft of thefe women
were employed in tilling the ground for
their refpe®ive hufbands. Such among
them as could boaft pre-eminent beauty,
which elevated them to the rank of favorites,
remained at home, yet were not entirely ex-

cufed from fervile duties, but waited upon
their
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their hufbands. Befides agriculture, they
werealfo occupied in {pinning cotton, weav-
ing cloths, and brewing piite, a. kind of
beer (which was the ordinary drink), in
drefling vituals for fale, and carrying mer-
chandifes to the market *. The men prac~
tifed, though rudely, the arts of forming do-
meftic utenfils with the fhells of the calebafl
fruit; baflagyes (or javelins), and feveral
other articles. They were the moft wealthy
and the moft enlightened blacks on the flave
coaft; an improvement chiefly effected by
a long habit of intercourfe with Europeans
of feveral different nations. Salee, at that
period the metropolis of the kingdom, the
refidence of their monarch, and feat of their
commerce, was above four miles in circum-
ference. The houfes, conftruéted with mud
walls, were roofed with thatch. The factory
houfes of the European traders were fpacious:
and airy, diftributed into convenient apart-
ments, and furrounded on the outfide with
a large gallery opening into balconies. The

* 'The natives afiigned as a reafon for ufing an artificial
beverage, that the water of their wells was too chilly, to
be fwallowed without danger.

town
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town f{warmed with people, infomuch,
that it was impoflible to pafs through the
ftreets without great difficulty. Markets
were held every day, at which were expofed
to fale all forts of merchandizes, European
and African, befides abundance of provifions °
of every kind. Adjacent to the faltories
was an extenfive fpace, adorned with beauti-
ful and lofty trees, which afforded a refrefh-
ing thade to the governors, factors, and cap-
tains of veflels belonging to Great-Britain,
France, and Portugal. Here they walked
_ every day, and difcourfed of their affairs.
The prodigious number and variety of tall
and lovely trees, which feemed as if they had
been planted on purpofe for decoration ; the
drains which interfeted the country, and
were unincumbered with briars, or noxious
plants [{o unlike what one {ees in other parts
of Guinea) ; fields of the livelieft verdure,
entirely devoted to culture, and feparated
only by a ditch, or a path ; the plains em-
bellifhed with an aftonifhing multitude of
large and finall villages, every one of which
was inclofed with a low mud wall, and placed
in full view of the furrounding diftrict ;—all

this
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this affemblage united to form the moft pica
turefque view imaginable, unobftructed eithex
by mountain or hill. The country rifing by
a gradual, and almoft imperceptible flope, to
the diftance of between forty and fifty miles
from the margin of the fea, there was not a
fpot throughout the whole kingdom, which
did not comprehend water within the limits
of its profpect. = Such was the landfcape
fketched by Bofinan, and finithed by Swmith,
who perhaps may have heightened its color-
ing with rather too licentious a fancy; for
he had no opportunity of viewing the coun-
try with his own eyes, until fome months
after the utter demolition of the town, and
defolation of the entire kingdom, by the bar-
barians of Dabomy. At the time of this
voyager’s arrival on the coaft, the elyfium
had vanifhed ; the fields lay uncultured, over-
run with weeds, and firewed with. human
fkeletons ; and the very air of the place was
impoifoned with exhalations peftiferous to
the lives of European vifitors. But it is un-
queltionably a very fertile tract of land.
The heat of the fun is almoft infupportable

by Europeans, yet /#'hydab is at prefent not
in
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in all refpeds a difagreeable refidence. - The
fociety of the gentlemen at the forts, is a
pleafing relief in the hours of relayation
from bufinefs. The market is amply fup-
plied ; for the country abounds with deer,
fheep, and excellent goats (whofe flefh is as
tender as mutton), hags both wild and do-
mefticated, variety of poultry, and plenty of
good fith. Some beef is likewife attainable
occafionally. * All thefe articles are fold at
reafonable prices. A turtle weighing one
hundred pounds weight, has been purchaled
for a fingle flafk of brandy. So that a {hip’s
company may be furnifhed here with freth
provifions in greater abundance, and cheaper
than at any other part of the coaft. Nor is
it deftitute of various productions, adapted to
commerce, and manufacture, Among thofe
which in a very imperfect furvey of the coun.
try have ftruck the obfervation of European
traders, are, A
The Indigo plang,-which is exceedingly

* Atkins fays, that a cow-of three hundred pounds weight
is reckoned a fine bealt; and that the fheep weigh about
twelve pounds weight. It istrue they are fmall; but they
are juicy and well tafted.

L COTAIMON ;
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common; but which the natives have nei-
ther {kill, nor difpofition to prepare for a
market.

Tobacco grows {pontaneoufly in feveral
places: this, no lefs than the former, requires
the management of experienced Europeans,
to bring it into a ftate adapted for fale.

Cotton is not only cultivated, but manu-
factured into cloth, for the ufe of the na.
tives.

Pepper, of a pecies very fimilar, and in-
deed fcarcely diftinguifhable in flavor from
that of the Eaft-Indies.

A fmall Zerry ferves the natives as a fubfti.
tute for fugar. It isin itfelf infipid in the
mouth, but imparts a certain {weetnefs to
whatever is eaten after it. )

Palm Ol ig another valuable production,
and is exported from hence in large quanti-
ties for the ufe of the Britifh waol-combers
and foap-boilers.

Peltry, fuch as tyger and leopard fkins, &e.
are not of much importance. But if we
confider the infinite prbfuﬁon of other ufeful
products fcattered over this country by the
hand of nature, we are forced to lament the

extreme
7
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cxtreme indolence of the natives, who remain
uncon{cious of, or indifferent to, the bleflings
which {urround them.

The men fleep, and fmoke; the women
{upon whom the whole tafk of agriculture is
enforced) put, once in the year, a little feed-
corn into the ground: fuch is the general
torpidity which characterizes this people,
and which would feem to juftify a common
remark, that in Africa, in proportion as the
{oil is fruitful, the inhabitants are averfe to
labor.

IWhydab, in its ftate of independence, and
profperity, before the Daboman invafion, is
faid * to have exported, pretty regularly, a
thoufand flayes per month, throughout the
year. Its prefent export amounts only to
about five thoufand five hundred perannum.
Thus, the conqueft of it, by the king of Da~
homy, has diminifhed the traffic in flaves ; not
by the fubftitution of one more innocent, but
by a carnage, and depopulation, the moft
- horrible that ever occurred, perhaps, in the
hiftory of mankind. '

® See Bofinan,
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OF THE

AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE.

$cconp EpiTion, wiTH ADDITIONS,

S the African Slave Trade has been of
' late the fubject of public examination
and of private difcuffion, a brief account of
it may not perhaps be unacceptable to thofe
who have had no opportunity of hearing the
evidence that has been given at the bar of
both houfes of parliament, or leifure to pe-
rufe the various publications which the pre-
fent inquiry has occafioned.
A trade for Negro flaves is carried on from
the river Senegal in 16 deg. north latitude,
I 3 1o
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‘to Cape Negro, in 16 deg. fouth: which
comprehends a tract of near four thoufand
miles of {ea coaft; and includes the greateft
pars of the interior country, within the above
limits, from the confines of Mount Atlas,
acrofs the immenfe continent of Africa, to
Mozambique, on the eaftern coaft.

From the nations bordering on the rivers
Senegal and Gambia, the emperor of Mo-
rocco procures annually recruits for his black
cavalry ; and his fubjeéts are furnithed from
thence with whatever {laves they have occa-
fion for. - €aravans alfe travel from thence
acrofs the continent, to Upper Egypt, with
confiderable numbers of Negro {laves; who
arc forwarded frorh thence either from Aleéx-
andria, by f{ea, or marched through Afia
Minor, to Conftantinople. From the fame
country, including the diftricts towards the
river Sterra Leon, flaves are collected for
tupplying the different ftates of Barbary ;
from the ports of which, fome of thefe flaves
are fent to the Morca, and to the Furkith
illands in the Mediterranean : hence it is,
that the Adrican coaft from Senegalk to Siérra
Leon atfords, comparatively, but few (lavea

to
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to the European traders. From Mozam-
bique, and the ports on the eaftern coaft of
Africa, great numbers are {ent to Perfia, Goa,
and other parts of the Eaft Indies; and in
proportion as the culture of the Weft Indian
Iflands, and of the European fettlements in
America, has been extended, a demand for
the labour of African Negroes has regularly
increafed there ; and now amounts to about
eighty thoufand annually : of which the Bri-
tith purchafe about forty thoufand ; the
French, twenty thoufand; the Portuguefe,
ten thoufand ; the Dutch; fix thoufand ; and
the Danes, four thoufand.—Of the forty
thoufand purchafed by the Britith, about a
twentieth part are calculated to die on the
voyage ; and three-fourths of thofe that ar-
vive in the Weft Indies, are difpofed of to the
French and Spaniards; the remainder are
diftributed in the Britifh iflands, and, for the
greater part, continue ftill in a ftate of na-.
ture. Jamaica will require an addition’qf
five or fix thoufand flaves annually, for many
years, to complete its cultivation. This is
the cafe alfe, though in a lefs degree, of the
iflands of Grenada, Dominica, St. Vincent,

L4 and
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and fome other places ; particularly the Ba-
hamas and the Bay of Honduras: the Ba-
hamas are now the retreat of the unfortunate
Loyalifts, who having been banifhed from
the United States, have a virgin foil to work
upon, which promifes no ungrateful return,
as foon as the neceflary labourers can be pro-
cured ; and the Bay of Honduras affords an
alylum <o thofe Britifh fettlers; who have
lately been obliged to abandon their poffef-
fions on the Mofquitto Shore.

When the prodigious demand for African
Negroes, which has exifted for time imme-
morial in Mauritania, Egypt, Perfia, and
the Eaft, is confidered ; and, in addition to
that, the immenfe exportation of late years
to America and the Weft Indies, it might be
prefumed, that a vifible decreafe of inhabi-
rants would be the confequence of thefe an-
nual drains ; but from the concurrent tefti~
mony of the moft intelligent perfons, who
have vifited that country, it does not appear
that this fpeculation is juftified by expe-
rience.

They who have been both in Africa and
America, fay that they have been ftruck

: with
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with the appearance of nearly the fame po-
pulation as in the ftate of Virginia, in thofe
parts of Africa that lie upon the Coaft ; and
add, that from the beft information which
they could get; the interior parts are at Jeaft
as fully inhabited; as thofe which they had
an opportunity of feeing. Virginia compre-
herds about thirty thoufand fquare miles;
and, including the Negroes, is faid to conx
tain eight hundred thoufand inhabitants:
raking this for the bafis of a calculation, it
tnay reafonably be prefumed that Negroland,
which extends, as was mentioned before,
from the Senegal to Cape Negro, and from
the Atlantic eaftward to the Indian Ocean,
and contains, exclufive of Nubia and Abilt
finia, at leaft, four millions of fyuare miles,
cdnnot have lefs than one hundred and fix
millions of inhabitants ; which are more
than Great Britain, France, Spain, Portugal,
Germany, Italy, Holland and Switzerland
collectively contain.

A late writer *, who' was well acquainted
with Africa, from his long refidence there;

* The ‘htc Governor Hippefly, of Cape Coaft Caftle.
has
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has pointed out the very different circurirs
ftances of Europe and Africa, with regard
to the advantages and difadvantages attend-
ing the propagation of the fpecies in each.
What numbers of both fexes, fays he, are
there in the European world, who grow up
and die, without ever having children! The
increafe of luxury has always béen an enemy
to matrimony; and accordingly, we find
many decline it from choice, and many from
neceflity. The vain are deterred from it
from an unwillingnefls to abridge any part
of the {plendor of their appearance; and
the indigent, from a certainty of multiplying
their neceffities. The long abfence of men
from their wives, on account of trade and
other avocations, to fay nothing of war and
its wafteful confequences; neceflarily reduces
the number of births. A ftate of fervitude
precludes a ftate of matrimony, in a great
'parl: of the community ; for there are few
who will keep a married fervant of either
fex; but above all, religion, in the Roman
Catholic countries, ftrikes the heavieft blow
at propagation. Thefe, and other obftacles
to martiage and population, which exift, and

are-
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are likely to continue in Europe, prevent a
yearly recruit of at leaft fome millions of
people; yer under all thefe difadvantages,
the number of its inhabitants are fuppofed
to increafe.

In Africa none of thefe impediments pre-
viil: there we find defire, unchecked by the
dread of want, taking its full fcope. A
turn to {peculdtion, retirement and abftracted
ftudies, refolutions of celibacy from difap-
pointed love, unmarried fervants, long voy-
ages, and religious vows, are utterly unknown.
Their wars are not attended with the fame
circumftances of deftruction as ours*; and
here are no impediments againft purfuing
the dictates of natural inclination. Polygamy
is univerfally practifed in Africa, and con-
tributes greatly to its populoufnefs. It would
be hurtful to the population of Europe ;
where the number of males and females born
is nearly equal, or at leaft differs only about
as much as to make up for the number of
the former that are cut off, by accident at-
tending their aclive ftate: but in Africa,

* Long voyages, tedious imprifonments, {hipwrecks,

bowbardments, &e. &e.
where



!56 A SHORT ACTOUNRT ©OF

where no man goes without a wife from a
fcarcity of women, and in fhort an un«
mated black man is feldom or never feen;
where the richeft men, having many wives,
do not prevent the pooreft from having ene
or two, the number of women muft greatly
exceed that of the men: nor is this a fingu-
lar cdfe, forthe fame happens at Bantam,
and other parts of the Faft Indies, that lie
in the fame latitudes: befides the number
of ‘men every year flaughtered and facrificed
in Africa, there isa great majority of male
{laves carried out of it, which ftill adds
very much to the relative proportion of wo-
men left behind; {o that there muft be an
advantage to population in admitting poly-
gamy in a country, where almoft every man
may have two or three wives, and feveral,
as many hundreds. Hence it is, that Africa
can not only continue fupplying all the de-
mands that offer for her furplus inhabitants,
in the quantities it has hitherto done, but,
if neceflity required it, could fpare thoufands,
nay millions more, to the end of time, all

of whom may be confidered as refcued
by
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by this means from that certain death, which
awaited them in their own country.

The vaft country of Negroland is di-
vided into a multitude of flates, the greateft
part of which have never yet been explored ;
but in thole which have been vifited By Fu<
ropeans, the government is found to vary
from the moft abfolute tyranny in fome, to
fomewhat lefs defpotic and oppreffive in
others.  The bulk of the pcople are flaves
to a few freemen ; and in fome {tates there
is not an individual free but the prince ;
from every circumitance of intelligence and
obfervation, the general {tate of the Negro,
in Africa, is that of flavery and oppreflion,
in every fenfe of the word, In Dabomy, the
king is abfolute mafter of the life, liberty,
and property, of every perfon in his domi-
nions; and he fports with them, with the
moft favage and wanton cruelty. Piles of
their heads are placed as ornaments before
his palace gates on feftival days, and on every
public occafion ; and the floors leading to
his aparment are ftrewed with their bodies,
to imprefs thofe who approach him with re-
fpect and awe. ‘The area before his beds

chamber
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chamber, is paved with the fkulls: of pri.
foners taken in war, that he may daily en.
joy the favage gratification of literally tramp-
ling on the heads of his ecnemies. Parents
have neither property, nor intereft in their
children, in the Dabsman territories 5 they
belong entirely to the king; and. are all
taken, by his order, from their mothers, at
an early age, and diftributed in villages re-
mote from the place of their: nativity;
where there is but‘little chance of their be«
ing feen, or, at leaft, recognized by their
parents afterwards, His motive  for this is,
that there may be no family connexions, no
affociations that might be injurious to his
unlimitted power. * Fach' individual is de-
_tached, and unconneted ; and, having ne
relative for whom he is interefted, is foli-
citous only for his own fafety, which he con=
fults by the moft abje¢t fumiflion. There,
paternal affeétions, and filial love fcarcely
exift: for mothers, inftead of cherithing,
endeavour to fupprefs thof: attachments for
their offspring, which, they are certain, will
be violated, as foon as their children are able
to undergo the fatigue of being removed

from
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from them. Yet, this worft of flavery does
not prevent population, as it, doubtlefs, would
in any civilized part of the world, where
liberty is prized above all other enjoyments.
But the idea of flavery is different in an
African. Had the Negro the love of ra-
.tional freedom exifting in his breaft, it is
mnext to impoffible that he could alt thus,
But, alas! he knows nothing of this in-
eftimable blefling, having never enjoyed it!
The country which gave him birth, the foil
from which he fprung, produce no fuch
blofflom ; and, fhould it ever appear, which
is highly improbable, inftead of the fofter-
ing hand to bring it to maturity, the bloody
and unrelenting arm of tyr:mny is ever ready
to cut it down.

The credibility of thefe extraordinary
facts does not depend upon mere hearfay:
Dabomy is a maritime kingdom, in which the
Britith, French, and Portuguefe have been
permitted to eret forts for the protection of
their trade; and the veracity of what is
here related, is authenticated by the indu-
bitable teftimony of many who have refided

there, and have avowed it publicly.
The
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The Africans have been in the practice,
from time immemorial, of felling their
countrymen, and never entertained any more
doubt of their right to do fo, than we do of
fending delinquents to Botany Bay, or to Ty-
burn; deeming it fair and juft to difpofe of
their flaves, priloners of war, and felons,
according to their own eftablifhed laws and
cuftoms. Great enormities they punith with
death ; but, unlefs it be in fuch defpotic
governments as Dabomy, few but criminals
are fold to the Europeans, except prifoners
taken in war; who would inevitably be put
to death, did not a more profitable mode
offer of difpofing of them: and hence it is,
that perfons of, fome rank in their own
country, f{omectimes become flaves in the
Weft Indies and American colonies ; but the
houfe of bondage, ftrictly fpeaking, may be
called a land of freedom to them : where,
notwithftanding they do not enjoy pre-emi-
nence, they may be comfortable; and where,
although prevented from exercifing cruelty
on others, they are always protected.them-
felves. Thofe who are guilty of theft, adul-
tery, or the imputed crime of witcheraft,

if
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if they efcape death, are fold for flaves. To
deter them from the commitfion of thefe
crimes, their fituation in foreign flavery is
reprefented to be artended with the fevereft
tortures ; which, fortunately for them how-
ever, are not realized. Nor is it to be won-
dered at, in a country of fo great extent,
and fo little civilization; that the greateft
part of the Africans, brought to the Euro-
pean colonics, have been previoufly con-
demned to flavery, for ais of delinquency ;
fince Great Britain alone, under the fupe-
rior advantages of its religion, laws, and
manners, produces annually above two thou-
{fand conviéts.

Since the labour of African flaves has
been found neceflary for the cultivation of
the foil in the tropical climates of America,
from the utter incapacity of white people to
undergo that fatigue, every European nation
poflefling colonies there, has been folicitous
to acquire a fhare in this traffic; nor have
the moft fcrupulous of them entertained a
doubt of their right to purchafe, what the
Africans exercifed a right to difpofe of.

Among the adventurers in this trade, the
: M ' Bricifh
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Britifh poflefs, at prefent, the greateft fhare.
It was during the government of the com-
monwealth, that Negroes were carried, in any
numbers, to the Britith Weft Indies, and
then, chicfly to Barbadoes: a few indeed
were brought to Virginia, by a Dutch fhip,
as carly as 1620 ; but it was the Royal Afri-
can Company, that fisft carried on, from
England, a vigorous commerce to Africa;
during ‘the reign of Charles 1. We may
form an opinion of the magnitude of it, in
its moft flourithing ftate, prior to the revo-
lution in 1688, by confidering that the
company employed thirty fhips annually,
which delivered about five thoufand Negroes
in the Weft Indics. ~ The increafe of it to
its prefent ftate, may be attributed to the
enterprizing {pirit of the merchants; to the
fuperior addrefs of thofe employed in the ex-
ecutive part of it ; to the opulence of the
manufacturers, which enables them to extend
a credit to the former, beyond what can be
had in any other country; and to the annual
grants of parliament, for the maintenance
of feveral forts, and factories in Africa. From
thefe concurring circumftances,  the Britifh

planteys
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planters are fupplied with Negroes, on more
reafonable terms than their neighbours;
and a large furplus is left; which is dupofed
of to the French and Spaniards for fpecic,
and other valuable commodities.

The importance of this trade to Great
Britain may be determined from the follow-
ing confiderations : it immediately employs
about one hundred fhips, which fail annu-
ally for Africa, with cargoes which amount
nearly to a million fterling, and which are
compofed of the productions of the Britith
fettlements in the Eaft and Weft Indics; and
of Britith manufactures, to the value of {feven
hundred thoufand pounds. The circuitous
returns of thefe cargoés are computed at a
million and an half. The artificers and
mechanics employed at Liverpool alone, re-
ceive one hundred thoufand pounds annually -
for labor and materials employed in equip-
ping the fhips engaged in it; and exclufive
of the large fums paid for feamen’s wages,
the commiffions and privilege of the cap-
tains and officers amount at leaft to fifty
thoufand pounds annually; which are gene-~
rally realized there, and have contributed

M 2 greatly
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greatly to the rapid increafe of that com-
mercial town. -

The African trade, connected as-itiswith
the Welt Indian commerce, and with the
trade to the remaining continental colonies,
and Newfoundland fithery, is of the utmoft
confequence to the employment of many
thoufands of our fellow fubjelts; to the na-
val power of Britain; and to the royal re-
venues 3 all which are conjoined by fympa-
thetic ties. The value of three millions at
fealt of domeftic manufactures, exclufive
of other merchandize, annually finds a pro.
fitable vent by means of the African and
Weft Indian trades y and above five millions
of property, arifing from the labor of Ne-
gro flaves, employed in the Weft Indian
iflands, is' yearly imported from thence;
which contributés not lefs than a million
and an half annually to the revenue of this
kingdom. To carry on this immenfe traf-
fic, and to fupply thefe iflands with lumber
and provifions, from the continental colo-
nies and Newfoundland fifhery, gives con.
ftant employment to at leaft a thoufand
thips, and to above fifteen thoufand mari-

nCYs.
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ners. To enumerate the fatal confequences
that would inevitably enfue from a check
given to this extenfive. commerce, much
more the {uppreflion of it, exceeds the pre-
fent limits of this fhort fketch, but they
thall be hinted in the fequel.

The adventurers in this trade, who have
feen for near a century paft, the Society for
propagating Chriftianity, compofed of the
Archbithop of Canterbury, the Bifthop of
London, and many pious doltors of the efta-
blithed church, deriving, as mafters, a yearly
income from the labor of their Negroe
{laves in the Weft Indies, which is appro-
priated to the increafe of Chriftianity in the
world, could not confider it as contrary to
the {pirit of the Scriptures, or to the princi-
ples of morality: nor could the adventurers
regard this traffic as inconfiftent with the
natural rights of mankind, when they read
in the ftatute of g and 10 of King William
(which was made avowedly for extending
the trade to Africa),  That this trade was
« bighly beneficial to 1his kingdom ; a decla-
ration of a king, who was the patron of li-
berty, and of a parliament that bad vindi-

' M 3 cated
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cated the natural rights of mankind; and
when they read alfo in the fiat, of 23 Geo. 1.
« That the trade to Africa is very advaniageous
to Great Britain, and neceflary 1o the planta-
* Which a¢t was made by a whig
king, and a whig parliament ; who, when
they diflolved the late African Company,
granted a large fum of money as a compen-
fation for their rights, in order that a trade
thus neceflary and advantageous, might be
carried on with greater energy and fuccefs.
Encouraged by thefe, and various other
ats of parliament, which declared the Afri-
can trade to be highly beneficial to this na-

< tions.

tion, many merchants engaged their fortunes
in it; nor could they imagine the purchafe
of Negroes from thofe ftates of Africa (who
have the fame right ta difpofe of them as
the parliament has to infli¢t the pains of ba-
nithment or death) or confider the Jale of
them as illegal, when they knew that many
able lawyers, learned judges, and illuftrious
chancellors had exprefsly declared this pur-
chafe and fale to be lawful; and to have
transferred to the mafter fuch a property as
could not be affected by local changes, oy

fubfequent
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fubfequent baptifm: and when the adven-
turers know alfo, that in conformity to the
declarations of thefe judges and lawyers, the
ftatute of the zth of his late and of the 13th
of his prefent Majefty, fubjected the Ne-
groes in the Weft Indian iflands, as well as
the lands which they laboured, to the pay-
ment of all debts, owing either to his Ma-
jefty, or to any of his fubjects ; and directed
thefe Negroes to be fold, like any other
chattels, for fatisfaction of fuch debts. In
confequence of which, the five hundred
thoufand Negroes, now belonging to the
planters in thofe iflands, are pledged by the
legiflature, and by the nation, for payment
of the debts that are due, cither to the Bri-
tith merchants or manufaéturers, or to the
{ubjects of forcign princes; who, by alate
act of parliament, have been encouraged
and enabled to lend money to thefe planters,
on the fecurity of their lands, and of the
Jabour of their Negroes.

Yet this trade, fo highly beneficial to the
adventurers, and important to the ftate; a
trade fanctioned by the clergy, fupported
by the judges, and authorized by the laws,

M 4 has
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has lately been condemned both in principle
~and practice. By the law and ufage of par-
liament, the moft trivial right of the meft
inconfiderable fubject is never taken away,
even for the public good itfelf, without a
manifeft neceflfity, and a full compenfation.
Yet an attempt has been made, and meafures
are unremittingly purfued, to deprive the
Britith planters, merchants and manufactu-
rers, of the advantage of this important
traffic ; and under a pretence of regulation,
reftrictions have already been. propofed,
which ftrike at its exiflence; but though
the liberty of Negroes feems now to be the
favorite idea, the liberty of Britons to pur-
fue their lawful occupations fhould not be
forgotten : for the principle which has raifed
the commerce and navigation of this coun-
try, and with them the landed intereft and
revenues of the kingdom, from inconfider-
able beginnings to their prefent greatnefs,
1s the right which every man in it poffeffes,
to carry on his own bufinefs, in the way
moft advantageous to himfelf and the fox
ciety, without any fudden interruption in
the purfuit of it; and the confeionfnefs which
he
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he has, of the fteady protection of -the laws,
in the profecution of what has been thewn
to be legal.

At a time when neighbouring nations,
our rivals in commerce as well as arms, are
lavithing unprecedented bounties, to extend
their African trade, and endeavor to promote
it by every poffible encouragement, an aflo-
ciation has been formed here for the avowed
purpole of abolijhing it ; who fuffering them-
felves to be impofed upon, by lending too
credulous an ear to that kind of information
which they fought with more avidity than
juﬁice,' without duly confidering by what
means, or by or from whom it was procured,
have labored to inflame the paffions, and
prejudice the minds of the community, by
various publications, containing the moft
grofs miftatements of falts, and mifrepre-
{entatiomr of charadters. It is an eafy tafk to
draw in glowing colors, that imaginary
picture of human woe, which fhall excite
compaffion, and rouze indignation ; and in
this ftyle of painting the folicitors for the
abolition, have almoft fucceeded to their
withes: by their perfonal affiduities, fub-

fcriptions
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{criptions, and publications ; by their circu~
lar letters to the mayors of corporations, and
addrefles to grand juries, they have raifed
the torch of civil conteft in the realm, which
may eventually fpread the flame of refiftance
throughout the colonies.  Their clamors
have reached the legiflature ; and they who
are concerned inthe trade, have been called
upon to defend their rights and injured re-
putation, at the bar of both houfes of par-
liament.

It has there appeared in evidence, that to
ferve a particular purpefe, the mortality of the
mariners, and of the Negroes, had been ex-
aggerated beyond the bounds of probability
and truth: that the African trade, fo far from
being deftructive to the lives of Britith fea-
men, in the degree aflerted, is, in fact, a nur-
fery for trainiug‘ up men to that ufeful pro-
feffion.* That this trade is carried on as

much

* For it is in this trade alone that thofe, who are de-
firous of embracing a fea life, at an age too advanced to
gommence an apprenticefhip, can find employment ; as the
crews of veflels in any other trade, confift of feamen and

zpprentices only : but in this, one half at leaft of each
fhip'y
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much to the eafe and comfort of thofe that
arc the {fubjects of it, and alfo of thofe who
conduct it, as it is poflible for human inge-
nuity to devife. That the fhips employed in
it, are fo peculiarly conftructed for the ac-
commodation of the Negroes, as to be un-
fuitable for any other trade. That the opi-
nion, which has been induftrioufly propa-
gated, of thefe fhips being unequal to the
rumbers which were faid to be crowded in
them, is groundlefs ; as appears from a fur-
vey and admeafurement of them, by an ex-
perienced naval officer appointed by govern-
ment. * That on the voyage from Africa to
the Weft Indies, the Negroes are well fed,
comfortably lodged, and have every poffible
attention paid to their health, cleanlinefs,

fhip’s company is compofed of land{men, young men, who
in two or three voyagesacquire as much profeflional know-
ledge as qualifies them afterwards for any ftation of a fia
life.

% In every inftance of thofe thips which delivered their
c:_n_"gocs at the Britith Weft India iﬂands, it appears that
(to evade a duty upon tonnage which is paid there) their ton-
hagc was reported at the cultom houfes, at gne third or more

édww their zeal burthon, ‘
and



172 A SHORT ACCOUNT OP

and convenience. ‘That the captain’s cabbin
is appropriated to the ufe of fuch as are fick;
where proper care, and medical aid, are duly
adminiftered to them ; and that, by an admi-
rable regulation, the emoluments of the cap-
tains and officers, employed in this trade, are
conne&ed with, and depend upon, the health.
and good condition of thofe whom they have
the charge of conveying. The mode of ob-
taining Negro flaves in Africa, has been
demonftrated to be in a way perfectly fair,
and cquitable ; by a barter with the natives.
The crime of kidnapping, as it is termed, with
which the traders to Africa have been re-
proached, proves to be extremely unfrequent :
for the African committee, whofe bufinefs it
is to take cognizance of fuch an offence, and
for which the law infli¢ts a heavy penalty,
have reported, that only one #uflance of it has
come before them in the courfe of near forty
years. It has alfo been fhewn, that, in con-
fequence of this trade, many innocent lives
are fpared, that would otherwife be facrificed
to the fuperftitious rites and ceremonies of
the country ; many prifoners of war exempt-
cd from torture, and death : and the punifh-

ment
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ment of many crimes commuted from death
in Africa to life in America; and finally, that
it is the lot of moft of thofe that are brought
to the Colonies, who, generally fpeaking,
were ‘flaves in their own country, only to
exchange a black mafter for a white one.
That the wars which have always exifted in
Africa, have no connexion with the flave
trade, is evident from the univerfality of the
practice of it between communities ina favage
ftate. The oldeft writers, as Leo, and others,
have reprefented the Africans as living ina
continual ftate of war, and rapine, long be-
fore the commerce with Luropeans was in-
troduced among them ; and no man of {enfe
can doubt but the fame practice would ftill
continue, if no trade exifted, and with greater
frequency. Belides the motives of ambition
and réfentment, which the African has, in
common with other nations of men, the tur-
bulent and irafciblé difpofition of a Negro
prompts him to harrafs and difpute with his
neighbour, upon the moft trivial provoca-
tions. Lured by the love of plunder, before
he ever faw an European commodity (as the
value of an article depends upon the effima-

tion
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tion it holds in the fancy of him who covet?
it), the rude productions of the country, the
trinkets of gold, or ivory, &c. were as much
the objects of his defire formerly, as the
acquificion of European manufactures can be
at prefent.  So far are the Whites from being
acceffary to thefe wars, as has been unjuftly
alleged ; itis notorious, that the Europeans
trading there, deprecate a war as the greateft
inconvenience that can happen to them :
trade is entirely fufpended during its con-
tinuance; and the term of their voyages is
thereby protracted much beyond the ufual
time. Hence arifes an inevitable increafe of
expence, and an additional rifk of ficknefs
and mortality, which cannot be compenfated
by a few additional flaves, that may occafion-
ally be brought to market in confequence of
it. The affertion, that farther fupplies of
tlaves from Africa, are not neceflary to the
cultivation of our iflands, fcarcely merits a
ferious refutation. It is dictated by the fame
miftaken policy, that preferred the wilds of
Canada, at the clofe of a former war, to the
poﬂ‘eﬂion of the truly valuable Sugar Ilands ;

which, after being wrefted from our enemies
and
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and rivals, at the expence of much blood and
treafure, were again reftored to them in an
evil hour. . But are no new fettlements to be
made, nor old ones to be extended? Isin-
duftry to be limited, and improvement pro-
hibited, in the moft valuable of all our foreign
polieflions ; where a fupply from propagation
alone, adequate to the fervices required, is
never to be expected. And are princely ter-
ritories, millions of property, to be hazarded
upon crude experiments ? of whofe fuccels
fome few may poflibly hope ; but of whofe
failure few indeed can have a doubt?

How the Negroes, occupied in the Colo-
nies, are now treated, remains next to be
confidered ; and cannot be better related than
nearly in the words of a refpectable writer *,
who has very lately favored the public with
his obfervations on this fubject.

Negro property is an object of fuch value
and importance to the proprietor, that he is
difpofed to cherifh it by every prudent and
humane method; independent of what he
owes as a man, and a Chriftian, he feels an

* Heétor M*Neil, Efq. of Jamaica.

adventitious
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adventitious affection for ity refulting from
intereft.  Hence it is, that the happinefs
and mifery of Negraes, in the Weft Indies,
depend almoft totally on themfelves. If a
Negro is flothful or flagitious, he is, like
rafcals and drones of fociety in every well
regulated community, poor and miferable ;
and f{ubject to correction, as a punifhment
for his own vices, and for the inftruction of
others: but, on the contrary, if he is in-
duftrious in his own concerns, and attentive
to the intereft of his fuperior, mild in tem-
per, and tradtable in difpofition, he is en-
titled to indulgencies, which thoufands, even
in this country, would be happy to enjoy.—
The habitations of the {laves, on every eftate,
are fituated near the dwelling-houfe of the
owner, or overfeer; that they may be under
more immediate in{pection. Thefe are, in
general, comfortable and commodious ; with
a garden to each, encircled with plantain,
banana, and orange trees : and ftocked with
roots and vegetables, for domeftic ufes; and,
even a large furplus to {pare, which is car-
ried occalionally to market, thofe little ne-
cefiaries and luxuries, which they with

ta
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tdenjoy. Befides this, there is a portion of
land on every eftate, called the Negro-
gromnds, of which each flave is allowed as
much as he can cultivate, for his own ufe.
This land, from the fertility of the {foil,
requires only a fmall portion of occafional
labour ; a few hours in a week is fufficient,
and the Negro is allowed, independent of
every Sunday, which he has to himfelf
throughout the year, one day in a fortnight,
for * eight months of it, for cultivating his
grounds. In thefe habitations, there is an
arrangement of apartments, and propriety of
furniture; a fupply of utenfils; and even
a parade of apparel, little to be expected in
the pofleffion of flaves. They have each
their ftyes of hogs, and little flocks of poul-
try ; fome of them referved for fale, and
the reft appropriated to their evening’s re-
paft; this, with a comfortable night’s reft,
enables them to return with vigor to the
next morningfs work, which, however ftrange
it may feem, is net fo hard as that of moft
of the laboring poor in Britain. But what

* Crop-time occupies the other four.

N renders
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renders the fituation of the Negro peculiarly
comfortable, is the provifion made for him
during ficknefs, and old age. On the firft
fymptoms of indifpofition, he is inftantly
exempted from all labor, and lodged in a
houfc particularly conftrudted for the pur=
pofe, where he is vifited daily by a practitioner
of medicine; fupplied with freth viands, ve-
getables, and even wine; attended conftant-
ly by a nurfe, who acts likewife as an under
medical afliftant, and is not defired, or even
allowed to refume labor, until his health
and f{trength enable him to undergo its fa.
tigues. Let indifpofition continue never fo
long; no immediate lofs, no confufion or
derangement in his little property, is the
confequence. Poverty, want, and afflition,
are, by no means, the concomitants of his
fick-bed : every thing, through the affift-
ance of his fellow-labourers and the direc«
tion of his fuperiors, goes on, and is at-
tended to, in the fame way, as if he were
immediately on the fpot: his grounds are
worked; his ftock raifed; his fruits and
products carried to market, by his family or
connections; andas he is amply fupplied with

EVEFY
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every neceffary during his confinement, in-
{tead of being poorer, he comes out of his
hofpital a richer man than when he went in.
When old age has rendered his farther ex-
ertions ‘ufelefs, it may be prefumed, that
fome property has been acquired, and a fitu-
ation of comfort eftablithed. —Thefe he is
allowed to enjoy unmolefted, while the ufual
proportion of provifions and clothing are an-
nually given to him. His children, and his
children’s children, his friends and former
fellow-labourers ; his countrymen, and fel-
low paflengers, are all near him, and are all
ready to adminifter their helps and confola-
tion. In fthort, inftead of wretchednefs,
and chilling penury, old age, in this ftate,
often wears away, and fnaps its flender thread,
as gently, and perhaps as imperceptibly, as
in any country whatever, It is a fat wor-
thy of obfervation, that a Negro flave in
the Weft Indies, has {carcely ever been heard
to exprefls a defire to return to his own coun-
try; nor, of the many who have obtained
their freedom there, has one put it into prac-
tice: but, on the contrary, even ncwly im-
ported Negroes, when threatened by the over-

N 2 {eer,
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feer, upon fome fault or negle& of theirs,
to be fent back again, are ferioufly alarmed
at it.

To the eye of candor and moderation I
addrefs this pi¢ture of what does really ex-
ift. But to the prejudiced,—to thofe who
arc inftigated to calumnies the moft harfh,
and proceedings the moft unjuft, upon the
flighteft grounds, I have nothing to ofter,
becaufe I know that the opinions thcy have
haftily adopted without any juftifiable evi-
dence, they will not quite fo haftily give up.
No perfons are or can be fo well informed
of the faéts I have before ftated, as the
planters and merchants refident, or who have
refided in the Weft Indies, and in whofe view
they have paflfed. But the abolitionifs very
artfully endeavor to put afide every tefti-
mony of this fort, by infinuating, that they
‘are interefted parties, and therefore their
evidence muft be deftitute of credibility. It
1s rather hard, that the teftimony of many
thoufands of Britith fubjects, among whom
are men of unqueftioned integrity and
diftinguifhed moral charaéter, endued with

as much virtue and hozor as any other clafs
of
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of men in the world, fhould be lefs credible
than that of hireling {criblers, profligate
common {ailors, and the fcum of the people.
But be it {o; and then let us appeal for the
truth to other witnefles ;—to the governors,
and other public ofticers, civil, military, and
.naval ; who holding oflices under the crown,
have occafionally lived in the Weft Indian
iflands, and are undoubtedly competent to
declare what they have obferved. Let us
allo appeal to the alts of our colonial legil-
lature, particularly - Famaica ; where from
the year 1781 to the prefent, the General A/~
Jembly have been framing and enacting a fuc-
ceffion of laws, all calculated to meliorate
the condition of their Negroes by gradual
improvements. ‘To have done lefs, would
ill have accorded with their known humani-
ty ; but to have done more, would have
brought no credit to their wifdom; for to
anticipate thofe more enlarged privileges
and franchifes, which time and maturer ci-
vilization alone muft gradually effectuate,
would be folly, or rather frenazy in the ex-
treme. The unexceptionable atteftations of
thefe laws, thefe governors, admirals, gene-
rals, and other officers of high rank and

i character,
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charalter, we may very fafely oppofe to all
the hearfay ftories, paragraphs, effays, pam-
phlets and hand-bills, which the adolitionifis
can poflibly fcrape together, in fupport of
their petitions to parliament.

There now only remains of the propofed
plan of this fhort fketch, to point out briefly,
what would be the probable, nay, the inevit-
able confequence of the furrender of a trade,
which 1s the connecting medium of our fo-
reign with our domeftic commerce. If it
were taken out of the chain, of which it com-
pofes fo confiderable a link, and upon which
our manufactures fo immediately depend,
every Improvement in the Weft Indian
iflands would immediatcly ceafe, and a dimi-
nution of the produce of the lands, now un-
der cultivation there, would fhortly follow,
The export of Britith manufactures, which
to Africa and the Colonies amount to nearly
three millions fterling annually, would foon
be reduced to nothing. The immenfe {ums,
owing to this country from the Weft 'n-
dies, would for ever remain unpaid ; and in-
numerable bankruptcies would follow at
home. From the inevitable decreafe of the
import of Weft Indian productions, there

would



THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE. 183

would be fuch a deficiency of the national
revenue, as the impofition of frefh taxes,
upon a people deprived of their accuftomed
refources of opulence and induftry, could
not poflibly replace. If we fhould feek to
replace this deficiency, by importing the
products of the Foreign Weft Indian iflands,
~~this indeed would be a truly national flo
de fe. A decay of public credit, and a de-
preciation of government fecurities, would
enfue, from an inability to raife the public
fupplies. Our national importance would
quickly decline, and be known to the next
generation, only -by the page of hiftory. Af«
ter fo flagrant an act of oppreflion and im-
policy, the merchants could no longer con-
fide in government, for the continuation of
thofe privileges which they had for ages
enjoyed. This reflection would naturally
throw a damp on all future enterprize, in
every branch of foreign trade, as well as do-
meftic manufadture ; for, however the minds
of fome men may be inflamed at this mo-
ment, and however {trenuous they may be in
oppefition to the African flave trade, there
muft a time come, when every Englifhman,
who is capable of refle¢ting at all, will weigh

the
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the injuftice of this proceeding; abftracted
trom every confideration of feeling or poli-
cy; and will then perceive the inftability of
all commercial eftablithments in a country,
where the miftaken zeal of a few could ex-
cite the legiflature, fo grofsly to invade the
rights of individuals. Thefe and many other
evils, muft be reafonably expected from the
abolition of a trade, which we may relinquifh;
but which canust be taken from us, by the
jealoufy of foreign power: in this political
felf- murther we muft be our own execution-
ers.

To prevent thefe calamities, a bill is now
framing, from local knowledge and practical
expericnce ; not a bill of mere theory and
fpeculation, fuch as lately appeared, but a
bill to obviate every reafonable complaint,
and eftablith every ncceflfary regulation in
the African trade : and that fuch a bill may
meet the approbation of every branch of
the Britifh legiflature, and be pafled into a
law, ought to be the earneft with of every
patriotic Briton,

TR R e



ERRATA 1to MEMOIRS or
BOSSA AHADEE, &c.
Page 24, line 19, for failed read failed.

99, 29, for having read brewing and felling
(or making).

116, latt line, for wine read hartfborn. -
117, g, for The read This.

151, 20, dele-and, for.
-do. 21, after greater part add of which con-

tinues, &c.

163, 9, after one hundred add and forty.
168, 12, for propofed read impofed.

1176, 25, after market add to exchange for, -or

1o purchafe.
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