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C H A P. I. 

An Eclipfe of the Moon obferved.—The IfandToobouai difco­
vered.—Its Situation, Extent, and Appearance,—Inter-
couife with its Inhabitants.—Their Perfons, Drejfes, and 
Canoes, defcribed..—Arrival in Qheitepeha Bay at Ota­
heite.—Omais Reception, and imprudent Conduct.—Ac­
count of Spanifj Ships twice vifiting the If and.—Inter­
view with the Chief of this Difricl,—The Olla, or God, of 
Bolabola.—A mad Prophet.—Arrival in Matavai Bay. 

n - T T A V I N G , as before re la ted* , taken o u r final leave i 7 7 7 . 

1 o f the F r i e n d l y Iflands, I n o w rcfume m y narra- ^ J ^ I l _ r 

w J L t ivc o f the voyage. In the e v e n i n g o f the 17th T h u r f d a y i ? . 

o f J u l y , at eight o'clock, the hody of Eaoo bore N o r t h Eaft 

by N o r t h , distant three or four leagues. T h e w i n d was n o w . 

* See the c o n c l u f i o n o f C h a p . I X . B o o k I I . 

V O L . II. m B at 



1/ 

at Eaft, and b lew a frcfh gale. W i t h it I ftood to the South, 
J u l y . 0 

k^-^^j t i l l h a l f an h o u r paft fix o 'c lock the next m o r n i n g , w h e n 
m y i ' a fudden f q u a l l , f rom" the fame direct ion, took o u r f l i i p 

a b a c k ; and, before the fhips c o u l d be t r i m m e d , o n the 

other tack, the m a i n - f a i l a n d the top-gal lant fails were 

m u c h torn . 

T h e w i n d kept between the South Weft, and South Eaft, 

Saturday 19. o n the 19th a n d 2 0 t h ; a f terward, it veered to the Eaft, 

S u n d a y 2 0 . N o r t h Eaft, a n d N o r t h . T h e n i g h t between the 2 0 t h a n d 

M o n d a y 21 . 2 i f t , an eclipfe of the m o o n was obferved as fo l lows j be­

i n g then i n the lat i tude o f 22* $7r S o u t h , 

A p p a r e n t t i m e , A , M . 
H . M . S. 

B e g i n n i n g , b y M r . K i n g , at o 32 5 0 I 

M r . B l i g h , at o 33 2 5 ^ M e a n l o n g . 186 0 5 7 ! 

M y f e l f , at o 33 3 5 ) 

E n d , b y M r . K i n g , at 1 44 56*} _ , 0 - 0 0 f , 
TV/, i , r S * r M e a n l o n g . 186 28^.'. 
M r . B h g h , at 1 44 6 L , b * 
it-rAc \ r ( T i m e keep. 186 0 58^. 
M y f e l f , at 1 44 5 6 J r J 1 

T h e lat i tude and longi tude are thofe o f the fhip, at 8" 5 6 * 

A . M . b e i n g the t ime w h e n the fun's alt i tude was taken for 

f i n d i n g the apparent t ime. A t the b e g i n n i n g of the eclipfe, 

the m o o n was i n the z e n i t h ; fo that it was f o u n d moft c o n ­

venient to m a k e ufe o f the fextants a n d to m a k e the o b ­

fervations b y the reflected i m a g e , w h i c h was b r o u g h t d o w n 

to a convenient alt i tude. T h e fame was done at the e n d ; 

except by M r . K i n g , w h o obferved w i t h a n i g h t telefcope. 

A l t h o u g h the greateft difference between o u r feveral ob­

fervations, is n o m o r e than fifty feconds, it , neverthelefs, 

appeared to m e , that two obfervers m i g h t differ m o r e than 

double that t i m e , i n b o t h the b e g i n n i n g a n d end. A n d , 

8 t h o u g h 



t h o u g h the times are noted to fcconds, no fuch accuracy jg£ 

was pretended to. T h e odd feconds, fet d o w n above, arofe x ir-

b y r e d u c i n g the t i m e , as g i v e n by the watch, to apparent t ime. 

I cont inued to ftretch to the Faft South Eaft, w i t h the w i n d Monday 

at N o r t h Eaf l and N o r t h , w i t h o u t m e e t i n g w i t h any t h i n g 

w o r t h y o f note, t i l l fcven o'clock i n the evening of the 2 9 t h ; Tuefday 

w h e n we h a d a fudden and very heavy f q u a l l o f w i n d f r o m 

the N o r t h . A t this t ime, we were u n d e r fingle reefed top-

fai ls , courfes, and flay-fails. T w o o f the latter were b l o w n 

to pieces; and it was w i t h dif f iculty that we favcd the other 

fai ls . Af ter this f q u a l l , we obferved feveral l ights m o v i n g 

about o n board the D i f c o v c r y ; by w h i c h w e conc luded, 

that f o m e t h i n g had g i v e n w a y ; and, the next m o r n i n g , we wodnef. 

faw that her main- top-mart had t e e n loft. Both w i n d a n d 

weather cont inued very unfettled t i l l n o o n , this day, w h e n 

the latter cleared u p , and the f o r m e r fettled i n the N o r t h Weft 

quarter . A t this t i m e , w c were i n the lat itude o f 28° 6 

S o u t h , a n d o u r longi tude was 1 9 8 0 2 3 ' Eaft. H e r e we faw 

fome pintado birds , b e i n g the firft fince we left the l a n d . 

O n the 31ft, at noon, Captain Gierke made a f ignal to ThwHa 

fpeak w i t h me. B y the r e t u r n of the boat, w h i c h I fent o n 

board his fh ip , he i n f o r m e d me, that the head o f the m a i n -

maft h a d been juft difcovered to be f p r u n g , i n fuch a m a n ­

ner, as to render the r i g g i n g of another top maft very dan­

gerous ; and that, therefore, he m u f l r i g f o m e t h i n g l ighter 

i n its place. H e alfo i n f o r m e d me, that he had loft his 

m a i n - t o p - g a l l a n t - y a r d ; and that he neither had another, 

n o r a fpar to m a k e one, on board. T h e Resolution's fprit-

fai l top-fai l-yard, w h i c h I fent h i m , fuppl icd this want . T h e A u g u 

next day, he got u p a jury top-matt, on w h i c h he fet a m i z e n - Friday 1 

top-fail j and this enabled h i m to keep w a y w i t h the R e f o l u -

t ion. 

B 2 T h e 



4 A V O Y A G E T O 

1777. T h e w i n d was fixed i n the W e f l e r n b o a r d : that is , f r o m 
Au£uft . 

v „ — t h e N o r t h , r o u n d by the W e i l to South , and I fleered Eaf l 

N o r t h Eaf l , and N o r t h Eaft, w i t h o u t m e e t i n g w i t h any t h i n g 

F r i d a y 8. r e m a r k a b l e , t i l l e leven o'clock i n the m o r n i n g of the 8th 

o f A u g u f l , w h e n land was feen, b e a r i n g N o r t h N o r t h Eaft, 

n i n e or ten leagues di itant. A t fiift, it appeared i n detached 

h i l l s , l i k e fo m a n y feparate i f lands; but, as we drew nearer, 

w e f o u n d , that they were a l l connected, and belonged to 

one and the fame i l l a n d . I (leered direct ly for it, w i t h a 

fine gale at South Eafl by South j and, at ha l f pad fix o'clock,, 

i n the afternoon, it extended f r o m N o r t h by Eafl , to N o r t h 

N o r t h Eaf l I Eafl , diflant three or four leagues. 

T h e n i g h t was fpent ( l a n d i n g off and o n ; and, at day-

Saturday 9 . break:, the next m o r n i n g , I fleered for the N o r t h Weft, or 

lee fide, o f the i f l a n d ; and, as we ftood r o u n d its South or 

South Weft part, we faw it every wherifi guarded by a 

reef o f coral rock, extending, i n fome places, a f u l l m i l e 

f r o m the l a n d , a n d a h i g h furf b r e a k i n g u p o n ir . Some 

thought that they faw l a n d to the S o u t h w a r d of this ifland ; 

but, as that was to the w i n d w a r d , it was left u n d e t e r m i n e d . 

A s we drew near, we faw people on fevcral parts of the 

coaft, w a l k i n g , or r u n n i n g a l o n g f h o r e ; and, i n a l ittle 

t i m e , after we had r e a d i e d the lee-fide of the i f land, w c 

faw t h e m l a u n c h two canoes, into w h i c h above a dozen 

m e n got, and paddled toward us. 

I n o w fhortencd fa i l , as w e l l to give thefe canoes t ime to 

come u p with us, as to found for anchorage. A t the diflance 

o f about h a l f a m i l e f r o m the reef, w c found f r o m forty 

to thirty-five fathoms water, over a bottom of fine fa rid. 

Nearer i n , the bottom was f l rcwcd w i t h coral rocks. T h e 

canoes h a v i n g advanced to about the diflance o f a p i f l o l -

fhot 







{hot f r o m the (hip, there flopped. O m a i was e m p l o y e d , as ffl 

he u f u a l l y h a d been o n fuch occafions, to ufe a l l his elo- « r 

quence to prevai l u p o n the m e n i n t h e m to come n e a r e r ; 

b u t no intreaties c o u l d induce t h e m to truf l ihcmfelves 

w i t h i n o u r reach. T h e y kept eagerly p o i n t i n g to the l l iore , 

w i t h their paddles, a n d c a l l i n g to us to go t h i t h e r ; and fe-

veral o f their c o u n t r y m e n , w h o flood u p o n the beach, h e l d 

u p f o m e t h i n g w h i t e , w h i c h we confidered alfo as an i n v i t a ­

t i o n to l a n d . W e could very w e l l have done this, as there 

was good anchorage w i t h o u t the reef, and a break or open­

i n g i n ir , f r o m whence the canoes h a d come out, w h i c h had 

n o furf u p o n it, and where , i f there was not water for the 

fhips, there was more than fu i l i c icnt for the boats. But I 

d i d not t h i n k proper to r i fk lo fmg the advantage o f a fair 

w i n d , for the fake of e x a m i n i n g an if land, that appeared to 

be of l k t l e confequence. W e flood i n no need of re fre fh-

ments, i f 1 had been fure of m e e t i n g w i t h them there ; a n d 

h a v i n g already been fo unexpectedly delayed i n m y pro­

grefs to the Society Iflands, I was dcfirous of a v o i d i n g every 

pof l ib i l i ty of farther retardment. F o r this reafon, after 

m a k i n g fevcral unfuccefs ful attempts to induce thefe people 

to come along-fulc, I made fa i l to the N o r t h , and left t h e m ; 

but not wi thout get t ing f r o m t h e m , d u r i n g their v i c i n i t y to 

our f l i ip , the name o f their i f land, w h i c h they cal led T o o -

bouai . 

Tt is fituatcd i n the lat i tude o f 23* 2 / , South ; and i n no 

37', Eafl longi tude. Its grcatcf l extent, i n any d i rec t ion , 

cxclufive of the reef, is not above five or fix m i l e s . O n the 

N o r t h W e i l fide, the reef appears i n detached pieces, be­

tween w h i c h , the fea feems to break u p o n the fhore. S m a l l 

as the ifland is , there are h i l l s i n it o f a confiderablc eleva­

t ion. At the foot o f the h i l l s , is a n a r r o w border o f flat 

land,., 



Auguft kmd» r u n n i n g quite r o u n d it , edged w i t h a w h i t e fand 

— b e a c h . T h e h i l l s are covered w i t h grafs, or fome other 

herbage, except a few fleep, r o c k y cliffs at one part, w i t h 

patches o f trees interfperfed to their f u m m i t s . But the 

plantations are more n u m e r o u s , i n fome o f the val l ies ; a n d 

the flat border is quite covered w i t h h i g h , f l r o n g trees, 

whofe different k i n d s we c o u l d not di fcern, except fome 

cocoa-palms, and a few o f the ctoa. A c c o r d i n g to the i n ­

f o r m a t i o n o f the m e n i n the canoes, their if land is f locked 

w i t h hogs and fowls j and produces the fevcral fruits a n d 

roots that are f o u n d at the other iflands i n this part o f the 

Pacific Ocean. 

W e h a d an opportuni ty , f r o m the converfation w e h a d 

w i t h thofe w h o came o i l ' to us, o f fa t is fy ing ourfelves, that 

the inhabitants o f T o o b o u a i fpeak the Otaheite l a n g u a g e ; 

a c i rcumflance that i n d u b i t a b l y proves t h e m to be o f the 

fame n a t i o n . Thofe o f t h e m w h o m we faw i n the canoes, 

were a flout copper-coloured people, w i t h flmight b lack 

hair , w h i c h fome o f t h e m wore tied i n a b u n c h o n the 

c r o w n o f the head, and others, f l o w i n g about the m o u l d e r s . 

T h e i r faces were fomewhat r o u n d and f u l l , but the features, 

u p o n the whole , rather flat; and their countenances fecmed 

to exprefs fome degree o f n a t u r a l ferocity. T h e y had no 

cover ing but a piece o f n a r r o w fluff w r a p p e d about the 

w a i f l , and made to pafs between the th ighs , to cover the 

adjo ining parts j but fome o f thofe w h o m we faw u p o n the 

beach, w h e r e a b o u t a h u n d r e d perfons had af lembled, were 

• entirely c lothed w i t h a k i n d o f w h i t e garment . W e could 

obferve, that fome o f o u r vifiters, i n the canoes, wore pearl 

fhells, h u n g about the neck, as an ornament . One o f t h e m 

kept b l o w i n g a large eonch-fhe l l , to w h i c h a reed, near two 

feet l o n g , was fixed ; at ilrft, w i t h a c o n t i n u e d tone o f the 

fame 



fame k i n d ; but he, afterward, converted it into a k i n d of 

m u f i c a l i n f t r u m e n t , perpetual ly repeating two or three 

notes, w i t h the fame f lrength. W h a t the b l o w i n g the 

conch portended, I cannot f a y ; b u t I never f o u n d it the 

meffenger o f peace. 

T h e i r canoes appeared to be about thirty feet l o n g , a n d 

t w o feet above the furface of the water, as they floated. 

T h e fore part projected a l i tt le , and h a d a notch cut acrofs, 

as i f intended to reprefent the m o u t h o f fome a n i m a l . T h e 

after-part rofc, w i t h a gentle curve, to the height of two o r 

three feet, t u r n i n g g r a d u a l l y fmal ler , and, as w e l l as the 

upper part o f the fides, was carved a l l over. T h e reft o f 

the fides, w h i c h were perpendicular , were cur iouf ly incruft-

ated w i t h flat w h i t e fhelis, difpofed near ly i n concentric 

femicircles, w i t h the curve u p w a r d . One o f the canoes 

carr ied feven, and the other eight m e n ; a n d they were 

m a n a g e d w i t h f m a l l paddles, whofe blades were n e a r l y 

r o u n d . E a c h o f t h e m h a d a pretty l o n g o u t r i g g e r ; a n d 

they fometimes paddled, w i t h the two oppofi.te fides to­

gether fo clofe, that they feemed to be one boat w i t h t w o 

o u t r i g g e r s ; the rowers , t u r n i n g their faces occafionally to 

the ftern, and p u l l i n g that w a y , w i t h o u t p a d d l i n g the ca­

noes r o u n d . W h e n they faw us determined to leave t h e m , 

they ftood u p i n their canoes, a n d repeated f o m e t h i n g , very 

l o u d l y , i n concert j but w e c o u l d not te l l , w h e t h e r this was 

meant as a m a r k o f their f r i e n d f h i p or e n m i t y . It is cer­

ta in , however, that they had n o weapons w i t h t h e m ; nor 

c o u l d we perceive, w i t h o u r glalTes, that thofe o n more h a d 

any. 

A f t e r l e a v i n g this i f land, f r o m the difcovery o f w h i c h , 

future navigators m a y poffibly derive fome advantage, I 

fteered to the N o r t h , w i t h a frefh gale at E a f l by South, a n d , 

at 



»777; at day-break, i n the m o r n i n g of the i s t h , we faw the i f land 
A u g u f t . J ° 

— ' o f M a i t c a . Soon after, Otaheite made its appearance ; a n d , 
u c l cl n. v 12 # 

at noon, it extended f r o m South Weft by Weft, to Weft N o r t h 

Weft j the point o f O h c i t e p c h a Bay b e a r i n g Weft, about 

f o u r leagues diftant. I fleered for this bay, i n t e n d i n g to 

anchor there, i n order to d r a w what refrefhments I c o u l d 

f r o m the S o u t h Eaf l part of the if land, before I went d o w n 

to M a t a v a i ; f r o m the n e i g h b o u r h o o d o f w h i c h nat ion I ex­

pected m y p r i n c i p a l f u p p l y . W e h a d a frefh gale Eafterly, 

t i l l two o 'c lock i n the a f t e r n o o n ; w h e n , b e i n g about a 

league f r o m the bay, the w i n d fuddenly died away, a n d 

was fuccecded b y baff l ing, l i g h t airs, f r o m every d irect ion, 

a n d ca lms, b y turns. T h i s lafted about two hours. T h e n 

w e h a d fudden fqual ls , w i t h r a i n , f r o m the Eaft. Thefe 

carr ied us before the bay, where we got a breeze f r o m the 

l a n d , and attempted, i n v a i n , to w o r k i n , to g a i n the a n -

c h o r i n g - p l a c c . So that, at laft, about n ine o'clock, we 

were ob l iged to f land out, and to fpend the n i g h t at fea. 

W h e n we firft drew near the i f land, fevcral canoes came 

olT to the fhip, each conducted by two or three m e n . But , 

' as they were c o m m o n fel lows, O m a i took no part icular n o ­

tice of them, n o r they of h i m . T h e y d i d nor, even, feem 

to perceive, that he was one of their c o u n t r y m e n , a l t h o u g h 

they converted w i t h h i m for fome time. At l e n g t h , a C h i e f , 

w h o m I had k n o w n before, n a m e d Ootee, and Omai ' s bro­

t h e r - i n - l a w , w h o chanced to be n o w at this coi;ner of the 

i f land, and three or four more perfons, a l l o f w h o m k n e w 

O m a i , before he e m b a r k e d w i t h Captain Furneaux , came 

o n board. Yet there was n o t h i n g c i ther tender or f l r i k i n g 

i n their m e e t i n g . O n the contrary, there feemed to be a 

perfect indifference on both fides, t i l l O m a i , h a v i n g taken 

h is brctther d o w n into the c a b i n , opened the drawer w h e r e 

6 he 



he kept his red feathers, and gave h i m a few. T h i s b e i n g 

prefently k n o w n , amongl t the reft of the natives u p o n deck, 

the face of affairs was int i re ly turned, and Ootee, w h o 

w o u l d hard ly fpeak to O m a i before, n o w begged, that they 

m i g h t be tayos*, and exchange names. O m a i accepted of 

the h o n o u r , and conf irmed it w i t h a pre fent of red feathers ; 

and Ootee, by w a y o f r e t u r n , fent afhore for a h o g . But it 

was evident to every one of us, that it was not the m a n , but 

his property , they were i n love w i t h . H a d he not f h e w n to 

t h e m his treafurc of red feathers, w h i c h is the c o m m o d i t y 

i n greateil c f t imation at the i f land, I qucft ion m u c h w h e t h e r 

they w o u l d have beftowed even a cocoa-nut u p o n h i m . 

S u c h was Omai 's fir ft reception a m o n g f l his c o u n t r y m e n . I 

o w n , I never expected it w o u l d be othcrwife ; but , f l i l l , I 

was i n hopes, that the v a l u a b l e cargo o f prefents, w i t h 

w h i c h the l ibera l i ty o f his fr iends i n E n g l a n d had loaded 

h i m , w o u l d be the means of r a i l i n g h i m into confcquencc. 

and of m a k i n g h i m refpected, and even courted, by the fir It 

perfons t h r o u g h o u t the extent of the Society Iflands. T h i s 

c o u l d not but have happened, h a d he conducted h i m f e l f 

w i t h any degree of prudence. Bur , inftcad of ir, I a m forry 

to fay, that he paid too little regard to the repeated advice o l 

thofe w h o wi fhed h i m w e l l , a n d fufFercd h i m f e l f to be 

duped by every deftgning knave . 

F r o m the natives w h o came off to us, i n the courfe o f this 

day, w c learnt, that two (hips had twice been i n Oheitepeha 

Bay, fince m y laft vifit to this i i l a n d i n 1774, and that they had 

left a n i m a l s there, f u c h as we h a d on board. B u t , on far­

ther i n q u i r y , w e f o u n d , they were o n l y hogs, dogs, goats, 

one b u l l , a n d the m a l e of fome other a n i m a l , w h i c h , f r o m 

V O L . If, 
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A u g u i t n e i m P e r r " C ( ^ : defcr ipt ion n o w g i v e n us, w e c o u l d not find out. 

v — J T h e y told us, that thefe m i p s had come f r o m a place ca l led 

Rcema j by w h i c h we guelTcd, that L i m a , the capita l o f P e r u , 

was meant, and that thefe late vifiters were Spaniards. W e 

w e r e i n f o r m e d , that the fir ft t ime they came, they b u i l t a 

houfe, and left f o u r m e n b e h i n d them, viz. t w o priefts, a 

boy or fervanr, and a f o u r t h perfon, cal led M a t e e m a , w h o 

was m u c h fpoken of at this t i m e ; c a r r y i n g away w i t h t h e m , 

w h e n they fai led, f o u r o f the natives; that, i n about ten 

m o n t h s , the fame two m i p s returned, b r i n g i n g back two o f 

the iftanders, the other two h a v i n g died at L i m a ; a n d that, 

after a fhort ftay, they took a w a y their o w n people; but 

that the houfe, w h i c h they had b u i l t , was left ftanding. 

T h e i m p o r t a n t news , o f red feathers b e i n g o n board o u r 

fhips , h a v i n g been conveyed on fhore b y Omai^s fr iends, 

W e d n e f . 13, day h a d n o fooner b e g u n to break, next m o r n i n g , than w e 

w e r e f u r r o u n d e d by a m u l t i t u d e o f canoes, c r o w d e d w i t h 

people, b r i n g i n g hogs a n d frui ts to market . A t firft, a 

q u a n t i t y o f feathers, not greater than v/hat m i g h t be got 

f r o m a tom-ti t , w o u l d purchafe a h o g , o f forty or fifty 

pounds w e i g h t . But , as almoft every body i n the fhips was 

pofTefTed o f fome o f this precious article o f trade, it f e l l , i n 

its value, above five h u n d r e d per cent, before n i g h t . H o w ­

ever, even then, the balance was m u c h i n o u r f a v o u r , 

a n d red feathers c o n t i n u e d to preferve their fuper ior i ty 

over every other c o m m o d i t y . Some o f the natives w o u l d 

not part w i t h a hog, unlefs they received an axe i n ex­

change ; b u t nai l s , a n d beads, and other tr inkets , w h i c h , 

d u r i n g o u r f o r m e r voyages, h a d fo great a r u n at this i i l a n d , 

were n o w fo m u c h defpifed, that few w o u l d de ign fo m u c h 

as to l o o k at t h e m . 

T h e r e 
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T h e r e b e i n g but l i t t le w i n d a l l the m o r n i n g , it was n i n e »777i 
o'clock before we c o u l d get to an anchor i n the b a y ; where \ * 

w e moored w i t h the t w o bowers. Soon after we h a d a n ­

chored, Omai ' s fi l ler came o n board to fee h i m . I was 

h a p p y to obferve, that, m u c h to the h o n o u r o f t h e m both , 

their m e e t i n g was m a r k e d w i t h expreflions of the tenderer!: 

affection, eafier to be conceived than to be defcribed. 

T h i s m o v i n g fcene h a v i n g clofed, a n d the f l i i p b e i n g pro­

per ly m o o r e d , O m a i and I went afhore. M y firf l object was 

to pay a vifit to a m a n w h o m m y f r iend reprefented as a 

very extraordinary perfonage indeed, for he fa id , that he 

"was the g o d of Bolabola. W e f o u n d h i m feated u n d e r one o f 

thofe f m a l l a w n i n g s , w h i c h they u f u a l l y carry i n their larger 

canoes. H e was an e lder ly m a n , and h a d lo f l the ufe of his 

l i m b s ; fo that he was carr ied f r o m place to place u p o n a h a n d -

b a r r o w . Some cal led h i m Olla, or Orra, w h i c h is the n a m e o f 

the god o f Bolabola ; but his o w n proper n a m e was E t a r y . 

F r o m O m a i ' s account of this perfon, I expected to have feen 

fome re l ig ious adorat ion pa id to h i m . B u t , except ing fome 

y o u n g p l a n t a i n trees that l a y before h i m , a n d u p o n the 

a w n i n g under w h i c h he fat, I c o u l d obferve n o t h i n g b y 

w h i c h he m i g h t be d i f l i n g u i f h e d f r o m their other Chiefs . 

O m a i prefented to h i m a tuft o f red feathers, t ied to the 

end o f a f m a l l f l i c k ; but, after a l i t t le converfation on i n ­

different matters w i t h this Bolabola m a n , his attention was 

d r a w n to an o l d w o m a n , the fil ler o f h is mother . She wTas 

already at h is feet, a n d h a d bedewed t h e m p l e n t i f u l l y w i t h 

tears of joy . 

I left h i m w i t h the o l d lady , i n the m i d f l o f a n u m b e r o f 

people, w h o h a d gathered r o u n d h i m , and went to take a 

v i e w of the houfe, fa id to be b u i l t b y the f lrangers w h o h a d 

lately been here. I f o u n d i t H a n d i n g at a f m a l l diflance 

C 2 f r o m 



>777j f r o m the beach. T h e wooden materials , o f ' w h i c h it was 
Attgllfti T i l l 

u—„—-> compofed, fcemed to have been b r o u g h t h i t h e r , ready pre­

pared, to be fet u p occafionally ; for a l l the p lanks were 

n u m b e r e d . It was div ided into two f m a l l rooms ; and i n 

the i n n e r one were, a bed Read, a table, a b e n c h , fome o l d 

hats, and other trifles, o f w h i c h the natives feemed to be 

very careful , as aifo of the houfe itfelf, w h i c h had ful lered 

no h u r t f r o m the weather, a ihed h a v i n g been bui l t over it. 

T h e r e were feutties a l l around, w h i c h fcrved as air holes; and, 

perhaps, they were alfo meant to fire f r o m , w i t h mufquets , 

i f ever this m o u l d have been f o u n d necefTary. At a l i tt le 

d i i lancc f r o m the front, flood a wooden crofs, on the tranf-

verfe part o f w h i c h was cut the f o l l o w i n g i n f e r i p t i o n : 
Ch'xjiui <vincil. 

A n d , o n the perpendicular part ( w h i c h conf irmed our con­

jecture, that the two fhips were Spanifh), 

CaroksMl. imptrat. 1774. 

O n the other fide of the p o l l , I preferved the m e m o r y o f the 

pr ior vifits of the E n g l i f h , by inf 'cr ibing, 

Gcorglus tertius Rex, 

slnnis 1767, 
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T h e natives pointed out to us , near the foot o f the crofs, 

the grave of the C o m m o d o r e of the two fhips, w h o h a d 

died here, w h i l e they lay i n the bay, the firft t ime. H i s 

n a m e , as they pronounced it, was Orcede. Whatever the 

intentions o f the Spaniards, i n v i f i t ing this i i l a n d , m i g h t be, 

they feemed to have taken great pains to ingratiate t h e m -

felves w i t h the i n h a b i t a n t s ; w h o , u p o n every occafion, 

m e n t i o n e d them w i t h the flrongcft exprefhons o f € flee m 

a n d veneration. 

8 I met 



I met w i t h no C h i e f of any confiderable note on this 0C-
cafion, except ing the extraordinary perfonage above dc- ^ — * — 
fcribcd. Wahciadooa , the fovereign of T ia raboo (as this 
part of the ifland is called), was now abfentj and, I after­
w a r d found, that he was not the fame perfon, t hough o f 
the fame name w i t h the C h i e f w h o m I had feen here du r ­
i n g m y laft voyage ; but his brother, a boy of about ten 
years o f age, w h o had fucceeded upon the death o f the 
elder Waheiadooa, about twenty months before our a r r iva l . 
W e alfo learned, that the celebrated Obcrea was dead j but 
that Otoo, and a l l our other friends, were l i v i n g . 

W h e n I returned f rom v i e w i n g the houfe and crofs erect­
ed by the Spaniards, I found O m a i h o l d i n g forth to a large 
c o m p a n y ; and it was w i t h fome diff icul ty that he could be 
got away to accompany me on board ; where I had an i m ­
portant affair to fettle. 

As I k n e w that Otaheite, and the n e i g h b o u r i n g iflands, 
could furni fh us w i t h a p len t i fu l f u p p l y - o f cocoa-nuts, the 
l iquor of w h i c h is an excellent fuccedaneum for any art if icial 
beverage, I was delirous o f p reva i l ing upon m y people to 
confent to be abridged, d u r i n g our flay here, of their flatcd 
al lowance of fpirits to m i x w i t h water. Bu t as this flop-
page of a favourite article, wi thout aiTigning fome reafon, 
m i g h t have occafioned a general m u r m u r , I thought it moft 
prudent to afiemble the fhip's company, and to make k n o w n 
to them the intent o f the voyage, and the extent o f ou r f u ­
ture operations. T o induce t h e m to undertake w h i c h , w i t h 
< heerfulnefs and pcrfeverance, I took notice o f the rewards 
offered, by Par l iament , to fuch of his Majcfly 's fubjeets as 
(hal l firft difcovcr a c o m m u n i c a t i o n between the At lan t ic 
and Pacific Oceans, i n any direct ion whatever, i n the N o r t h ­
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'777- e m hemi fphere ; and alfo to fuch as f l i a l l fir ft penetrate be-
Aogttft. 1 1 

v . — ^ * y o n d the 89111 degree of Nor the rn lati tude. I made no 
doubt , I told t hem, that I fhould find them w i l l i n g to 
co-operate w i t h me i n a t tempt ing, as far as m i g h t be pof-
fible, to become in t i t led to one or both thefe rewards ; but, 
that to g ive us the beft chance o f fucceeding, it w o u l d be 
neceiTary to obferve the utmoft ceconomy i n the expenditure 
of our ftores and proviftons, par t icu lar ly the latter, as there 
was no probabi l i ty o f ge t t ing a fupply, any where, after 
l e a v i n g thefe iflands. I ftrengthencd m y a rgument by re­
m i n d i n g them, that our voyage muft laft at leaft a year ' 
l onge r than had been o r i g i n a l l y fuppofed, by our h a v i n g 
al ready loft the oppor tuni ty o f ge t t ing to the N o r t h this 
f u m m e r . I begged t h e m to confidcr the various obftruc-
tions and difficulties we m i g h t f l i l l meet w i t h , and the a g ­
gravated hardfhips they w o u l d labour under, i f i t fhould 
be found necelTary' to put t hem to fliort a l lowance, o f any 
fpecics o f provifions, i n a cold c l imate . For thefe very fub-
ftantial reafons, I fubmi t ted to them, whether it w o u l d not 
be better to be prudent i n t ime, and rather than to r u n the 
r i f t o f h a v i n g no fpirits left, w h e n fuch a cord ia l w o u l d 
be moft wanted, to confent to be without their g r o g n o w , 
w h e n we had fo excellent a l i quo r as that o f cocoa-nuts to 
fubflitute i n its p l ace ; but that, after a l l , I left the deter­
m i n a t i o n ent i re ly to their o w n choice. 

1 had the fatisfaction to find, that this propofal d id not 
r e m a i n a fmgle momen t under confiderat ion; be ing u n a n i -
mouf ly approved of, immedia te ly , w i t h o u t any objection. 
I ordered Capta in Gierke to make the fame propofal to his 
people ; w h i c h they alfo agreed to. A c c o r d i n g l y , we flop­
ped ferving g rog , except o n Saturday n i g h t s ; w h e n the 
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companies o f bo th fhips had f u l l a l lowance o f i t , that they *̂777> 
m i g h t d r i n k the heal ths o f their female friends i n E n g l a n d ; i „ t 

left thefe, amongft the pretty g i r l s o f Otaheite, fhould be 
w h o l l y forgotten. 

T h e next day, we began fome neccflary opera t ions ; to Thurfdayu-
infpect the provifions that were i n the m a i n and fore h o l d ; 
to get the cafks o f beef and pork , and the coals, out of the 
g r o u n d tier ; and to put fome ballaft i n their place. T h e 
caulkers were fet to w o r k to cau lk the f l i ip , w h i c h flic ftood 
i n great need o f ; hav ing , at t imes, made m u c h water o n 
our paffage f rom the F r i end ly Iflands. I alfo put on fhore 
the b u l l , cows, horfes, and fheep, and appointed two m e n 
to look after t hem w h i l e g r a z i n g ; for I d i d not in tend to 
leave any o f t hem, at this part o f the i i l and . 

D u r i n g the two f o l l o w i n g days, it ha rd ly ever ceafed r a in - i<,iday 

i n g . T h e natives, neverthelefs, came to us f rom every Saturday 16. 

quarter, the news of our a r r iva l h a v i n g rap id ly fpread. 
Waheiadooa , t hough at a diftance, had been in formed o f i t ; 
and, i n the afternoon o f the iGth , a Chief , named Etorea, 
under whofe tutorage he was, b rought me two hogs as a 
prefent f r o m h i m ; and acquainted me, that he h i m f e l f 
w o u l d be w i t h us the day after. A n d fo it proved ; for t 

received a melTagc f r o m h i m the next m o r n i n g , n o t i f y i n g Sunday 17. 

his ar r iva l , and defir ing I w o u l d go afhore to meet h i m . A c ­
cord ing ly , O m a i and I prepared to pay h i m a f o r m a l viftt. 
O n this occafion, O m a i , aflifted by fome o f h is friends, 
dreffed h i m f e l f ; not after the E n g l i f h fafhion, nor that o f 
Otaheite, nor that o f Tongataboo, nor in the drefs o f any 
country upon ea r th ; but i n a ftrange medley of a l l that he 
was pofTefred of. 

6 T h u s 



T h u s equipped, on our l a n d i n g , we fu l l vifited E t a r y i 
w h o , carr ied on a hand-harrow, attended us to a large 
houfe, where he was fet d o w n ; and w c fcated ourfelves on 
each fide of h t m . I caufed a piece o f Tongataboo c lo th to 
be fpread out before us, on w h i c h I l a i d the prcfents I i n ­
tended to make . Prefcntly the y o u n g C h i e f came, attended 
by his mo.her , and fevcral p r inc ipa l men , w h o a l l feated 
themfelvcs, at the other end o f the c lo th , f ac ing us. T h e n 
a man , w h o (at by me, made a fpeeeh, conf id ing o f fliort and 
feparate fentences ; part o f w h i e h was dictated by thofe 
about h i m . IJe was anfwered by one f rom the oppofite 
fide, near the Chief . Etary fpokc nex t ; then O m a i ; and 
both o f them were anfwered f rom the fame quarter. Thefe 
orations were en t i re ly about m y ar r iva l , and connections 
w i t h them. T h e perfon w h o fpokc laft, told me, amongft 
other th ings , that the men o f Recma, that is, the Spaniards, 
had defired them not to A i d e r me to come into Oheitepeha 
Bay , i f I fhould return any more to the ifland, for that it 
be longed to them ; but that they were fo far f rom p a y i n g 
any regard to this requelt, that he was au thor ized now to 
m a k e a fo rmal furrender o f the province o f Tiaraboo to me, 
and o f every t h i n g in i t ; w h i c h marks very p la in ly , that 
thefe people arc no ftrangers to the policy o f accommoda t ing 
themfelvcs to prefent c i rcunif lanccs . At length, the y o u n g 
C h i e f was directed, by his attendants, to come and e m ­
brace me ; and, by way of con f i rming this treaty of f r iend-
i h i p , we exchanged names. T h e ceremony be ing clofcd, 
lie and his friends accompanied me on board to dinner . 

O m a i had prepared a thah, compofed o f red and y e l l o w 
feathers, w h i c h he intended for Otoo, the k i n g of the whole 
i f l a n d ; and, conf idcr ing where wc were, it was a prefent 
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o f very great value. I faid a l l that I cou ld to perfuade h i m g g ^ 

not to produce it now, w i f h i n g h i m to keep it on board t i l l an » ,—*> 
opportuni ty fhould offer of prcfent ing it to Otoo, w i t h his 
o w n hands. But he had too good an op in ion of the hone l ly 
and fidelity of his coun t rymen to take wiy advice. N o t h i n g 
w o u l d ferve h i m , but to carry it afhore, on this occafion, 
and to give it to Waheiadooa, to be by h i m forwarded to 
Otoo, i n order to its be ing added to the royal maro. He thought , 
by this management , that he m o u l d obl ige both C h i e f s ; 
whereas he h i g h l y d i fobl igcd the one, whofe favour was o f 
the m o d confequence to .h im, wi thout g a i n i n g any reward 
f rom the other. Wha t I had forefeen happened. For W a ­
heiadooa kept the maro for h imfel f , and on ly lent to Otoo a 
very fmal l piece o f feathers; not the twentieth part o f wha t 
belonged to the magnificent prefent. 

O n the 19th , this y o u n g C h i e f made me a prefent o f ten Tuefday 19-

or a dozen hogs, a quant i ty o f frui t , and fome c loth . In 
the evening, we played off fome f ireworks, w h i c h both ado. 
nifhed and entertained the numerous fpcclators. 

T h i s day, fome o f our gent lemen, i n their wa lks , found, 
wha t they were pleafed to ca l l , a R o m a n Cathol ic chapel . 
Indeed, f rom their account, this was not to be doub ted ; for 
they defcribed the altar, and every other conflituent part o f 
fuch a place of wor fh ip . However , as they ment ioned, at the 
fame time, that two m e n , w h o had the care o f it, w o u l d not 
fufTer them to go i n , I thought that they m i g h t be mi f l aken , 
and had the curiofity to pay a vifit to it myfelf . T h e fuppofed 
chapel proved to be a toopapaoo, i n w h i c h the remains o f the 
late Waheiadooa lay, as it were, i n flate. It was in a pretty 
large houfe, w h i c h was inclofed w i t h a l o w pallifade. 
T h e toopapaoo was u n c o m m o n l y neat, and refembled one 
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o f thofe l i t t le houfes, or awnings , be long ing to their large 
canoes. Perhaps, it had o r i g i n a l l y been employed for that 
purpofe. It was covered, and h u n g round, w i t h c lo th and 
mats o f different colours, fo as to have a pretty effect. 
The re was one piece o f fcarlet broad-cloth, four or five 
yards i n l eng th , confpicuous among!! the other ornaments ; 
•Which, no doubt, had been a prefent from the Spaniards. 
T h i s c loth, and a few taflels o f feathers, w h i c h our G e n ­
t lemen fuppofed to be fdk, fuggefted to them the idea o f a 
c h a p e l ; for whatever elfe was w a n t i n g to create a refem-
blance, their imag ina t i on fuppl ied ; and i f they had not 
previoufly k n o w n , that there had been Spaniards lately 
here, they cou ld not pof l ibly have made the mif lake . S m a l l 
offerings o f f rui t and roots feemed to be da i ly made at this 
fhrine, as fome pieces were quite frefli . Thefe were depo-
fited upon a ivhatta, or altar, w h i c h flood without the p a l l i -
fades; and w i t h i n thefe we were not permit ted to enter. T w o 
m e n conflantly attended, n igh t and day, not on ly to wa t ch 
over the place, but alfo to drcfs and urtdrefs the toopapaoo. 

For w h e n I firfl went to furvey it, the c loth and its appen­
dages were a l l rol led up ; but, at m y requefl , the two at­
tendants h u n g it out i n order, firfl dref l ing themfelves i n 
clean whi te robes. T h e y told me , that the C h i e f had been 
dead twenty months . 

H a v i n g taken i n a frefli fupply o f water, and fmifhed a l l 
our other necelfary operations, o n the 22d, I brought o l f the 
cattle and fheep, w h i c h had been put on fhore here to g r a z e ; 
and made ready for fea. 

In the m o r n i n g o f the 2 3 d , w h i l e the fhips were unmoor ­
i n g , O m a i and I landed, to take leave o f the y o u n g Chie f . 
V / h i l e we were w i t h h i m , one o f thofe cnthufiafl ic perfons, 
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w h o m they ca l l Eatooas, f r o m a perfuauon that they are 
polfeffed w i t h the fpiri t o f the d iv in i ty , came and flood be­
fore us. Fie had a l l the appearance o f a m a n not i n h i s 
r i gh t fenfes; and his on ly drefs was a large quant i ty o f 
p lan ta in leaves, wrapped r o u n d his wa i f l . H e fpoke i n a 
l o w , f q u c a k i n g voice, fo as ha rd ly to be under i lood ; ,at 
l ea i l , not by me. But O m a i faid, that he comprehended 
h i m perfectly, -and that he was advif ing Waheiadooa not to 
go w i t h me to M a t a v a i ; an expedit ion w h i c h I had never 
heard that he intended, nor had I ever made fuch a propofal 
to h i m . T h e Eatooa alfo foretold, that the fhips w o u l d not 
get to Matava i that day. But i n this he was mif taken *, 
t hough appearances n o w rather favoured his predict ion, 
there not be ing a breath o f w i n d i n any di rect ion. W h i l e 
he was prophefying, there f e l l a very heavy m o w e r of ra in , 
w h i c h made every one r u n for f l i cker , but h imfel f , w h o 
feemed not to regard it. H e remained fqucak ing , by us, 
about h a l f an hour , and then retired. N o one paid any at­
tention to what he uttered ; t hough fome l aughed at h i m . 
I afked the Chief , what he was, whether an Earce, or a Tow 

tow ? and the anfwer I received was, that he was taata eno; 

that is, a bad m a n . A n d yer, notwi thf tanding this, and the 
l i t t le notice any of the natives feemed to take of the m a d 
prophet, fuperfli t ion has fo far got the better o f their reafon, 
that they f i rmly believe fuch perfons to be polfc'ifcd w i t h the 
fpirit o f the Eatooa. O m a i feemed to be very w e l l inf l ruc tcd 
about them. H e faid, that, d u r i n g the fits that come u p o n 
them, they k n o w nobody, not even their m o l l in t imate ac­
quaintances ; and that, i f any one o f them happens to be a 
m a n of property, he w i l l very often give away every move­
able he is poffefied of, i f his friends do not put them out o f 
his reach ; and, w h e n he recovers, w i l l i nqu i re wha t had 
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AugS become o f thofe very things, w h i c h he had , but juft before, 
> v ' d i f l r ibuted , not feeming to have the lead remembrance o f 

what he had done, w h i l e the fit was upon h i m . 

A s foon as I got o n board, a l igh t breeze fp r ing ing u p at 
Eaft, w e got under fa i l , and fleered for Matava i B a y * ; 
where the Refolu t ion anchored the fame even ing . But the 

S u n d a y 2 4 . Di fcovery d id not get i n t i l l the next m o r n i n g ; fo that ha l f 
o f the man's prophecy was fu l f i l led . 

* See a plan of this bay, in Hawkefworth's Collection, V o l . i i . p. 248. 
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C H A R II. 

Interview with Otoo, King of the If and.—Imprudent Con-
duct of Omai.—Employments on Shore.—European Ani­
mals landed.—Particulars about a Native who had vi­
fited Lima.—About Oedidee.—A Revolt in Eimeo.— 
War with that Ifland determined upon, in a Council of 
Chiefs.—A human Sacrifice on that Account.—A par-. 
ticular Relation of the Ceremonies at the great Moral, 
where the Sacrifice was offered.—Other barbarous Cuf-
toms of this People. 

AB O U T nine o 'c lock i n the m o r n i n g , Otoo, the K i n g 1777. 

of the who le i i l and , attended by a great n u m b e r o f v _ A u f 1 ' -> 
canoes f u l l o f people, came f rom Oparre, his place o f re- S u n d a y 2 4 ' 
fidence, and h a v i n g landed on Matava i Point , fent a mef-
fage on board, exprcf l ing his defirc to fee m e there. A c ­
cord ing ly I landed, accompanied by O m a i , and fome o f 
the officers. W e found a prodigious n u m b e r o f people af-
fembled on this occafion, and i n the mid f l o f t h e m was the 
k i n g , attended by his father, his two brothers, and three 
fillers, I went up , firfl, and falutcd h i m , be ing fo l lowed b y 
O m a i , w h o knee led and embraced his legs. H e had prepared 
h i m f e l f for this ceremony, by dreffing h i m f e l f i n his very 
beflfui t of clothes, and behaved w i t h a great deal o f refpect 
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£777^ and modefty. Ncverchelefs, very l i t t le notice was taken o f 
— i r — ' h i m . Perhaps, envy had fome fhare i n p r o d u c i n g this co ld 

reception. Pie made the C h i e f a prefent o f a large piece o f 
red feathers, and about two or three yards o f go ld c l o t h ; 
and I gave h i m a fuit o f fine l i nen , a gold- laced hat, fome 
tools, and, what was of more value than a l l the other ar­
ticles, a quant i ty o f red feathers, and one of. the bonnets 
i n ufe at the F r i e n d l y Iflands. 

After the h u r r y of this vifit was over, the k i n g , and the 
w h o l e roya l f a m i l y , accompanied me o n board, fo l lowed 
by fevcral canoes, laden w i t h a l l k i n d o f provifions, i n 
quant i ty fuflicicnt to have feryed the companies of both 
fhips for a week. E a c h o f the f a m i l y owned, or pretended 
to o w n , a par t ; fo that I had a prefent f rom every one o f 
them ; and every one o f them had a feparate prefent i n re­
t u r n f rom me ; w h i c h was the great object i n v iew. Soon 
after, the k ing ' s mother , w h o had not been prefent at the 
firfl in terv iew, came on board, b r i n g i n g w i t h her a q u a n ­
tity of provifions and c lo th , w h i c h fhe d iv ided between me 
and O m a i . For , a l though he was but l i t t le noticed, at firfl, by 
his coun t rymen , they no fooner gained the knowledge o f 
his r iches, than they began to court his fr iendfhip. I en­
couraged this as m u c h as I c o u l d ; for it was m y w i f h to fix: 
h i m w i t h Otoo. As I intended to leave a l l m y European 
an imals at this i i l and , I thought he w o u l d be able to g ive 
fome inf l ruc t ion about the management o f them, and about 
thei r ufe. Bcfidcs, I k n e w and faw, that the farther he was 
f r o m his native ifland, he w o u l d be the better refpettcd. 
But , unfor tunate ly , poor O m a i rejected m y advice, and con­
ducted h i m f e l f i n fo impruden t a manner , that he foon loft 
the friendfhip o f Otoo, and o f every other perfon of note 
i n Otaheite. H e aflbciated w i t h none but vagabonds and 

flrangcrs, 



ftranjjfffft, whofe fole views were to p lunder h i m . A n d , i f A B

7 i& . 
I had not interfered, they w o u l d not have left h i m a tingle v~—' 
art; worth the c a r r y i n g f rom the if land. T h i s neceffarily 
drc pon h i m the i l l - w i l l o f the p r inc ipa l C h i e f s ; w h o 
fou r hat they cou ld not procure, f r o m any one i n the 
(hips, j :h va luable prcfents as O m a i be l lowed on the l o w e d 
of the people, his companions . 

As foon as we had dined, a party o f us accompanied Otoo 
to Oparre, t ak ing w i t h us the poul t ry , w i t h w h i c h we were 
to (lock the idand. T h e y confided o f a peacock and hen 
( w h i c h L o r d Befborough was fo k i n d as to fend me, for 
this purpofe, a few days before I left L o n d o n ) ; a t u rkey 
cock and hen ; one gander, and three gecfe ; a drake, and 
four ducks . A l l thefe I left at Oparre, i n the polfeffion o f 
O too ; and the geefe and ducks began to breed, before w e 
fai led. W e found there, a gander, w h i c h the natives told , 
us , was the fame that Capta in W a l l i s had g iven to Oberea 
ten years before ; feveral goa ts ; and the Spanif l i b u l l , 
w h o m they kept tied to^a tree, near Otoo's houfe. I never 
faw a finer a n i m a l of h is k i n d . H e was n o w the property 
of Etary , and had been brought f r o m Ohci tepcha to this 
place, i n order to be fhipped for Bolabola . Bu t it paffes m y 
comprehenfion, h o w they can contrive to carry h i m ;n one 

.of their canoes. If we had not ar r ived, it w o u l d have been o f 
l i t t le confequence who had the property o f h i m , as, w i thou t 
a cow, he could be of no ufe ; and none had been left w i t h 
h i m . T h o u g h the natives told us, that there were cows o n 
board the Spanif l i fhips, and that they took them away w i t h 
t hem, I cannot believe t h i s ; and fhould rather fuppofe, that 
they had died i n the paflage f rom L i m a . T h e next day, I Monday 2 5 . 

fent the three cows, that I had on board, to this b u l l ; and 
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1777; the b u l l , w h i c h I had brought , the horfe and marc , and 
A u g u l t . J 

^—, 1 fhcep, I put afhore at Matava i . 
H a v i n g thus difpofcd o f thefe paffengers, I found m y f e l f 

l igh tened o f a very heavy bur then . T h e trouble and vexa­
t ion that attended the b r i n g i n g this l i v i n g cargo thus far, 
is hard ly to be conceived. But the fatis faction that I felt, i n 
h a v i n g been fo fortunate as to fu l f i l his Majedy's h u m a n e 
defign, i n fending fuch valuable an imals , to fupply the 
wants o f two wor thy nations, fufliciently recompenfed me 
for the m a n y anxious hours I had patted, before this fuIn­
ordinate object o f m y voyage cou ld be carr ied into exe­
cut ion. 

As I intended to make fome flay here, we fet up the two 
obfervatories on Matava i Point. A d j o i n i n g to them, two 
tents were pitched, for the reception of a guard, and o f fuch 
people as it m i g h t be ncceffary to leave on more, i n different 
departments. At this flation, I i n t ruded the command to 
M r . K i n g ; who , at the fame t ime, attended the obfervations, 
for ascertaining the g o i n g o f the t ime-keeper, and other 
purpofes. D u r i n g our day, various ncceflary operations 
employed the crews o f both fhips. T h e Difcovery's m a i n -
m a i l was carr ied afliore, and made as good as ever O u r 
fails and water-cafks were repaired ; the fhips were c a u l k e d ; 
and the r i g g i n g a l l overhauled. W e alfo infpected a l l the 
bread that we had on board i n ca fks ; and had the fatis-
fact ion to find, that but l i t t le o f it was damaged. 

Tuefdayz©". O n the 2 6 t h , I had a piece o f g round cleared, for a 
garden, and planted it w i t h fevcral a r t ic les ; very few o f 
w h i c h , I believe, the natives w i l l ever look after. Some 
melons , potatoes, and two pine-apple plants, were i n a fair 
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w a y o f fuccceding, before we left the place. I had brought , 
f r o m the F r i e n d l y Iflands, feveral fhaddock trees. Thefe I » - -# , 
alfo planted here ; and they can ha rd ly f a i l o f fucccfs, u n -
lefs their g rowth fhould be checked by the fame premature 
curiofity, w h i c h deftroyed a vine planted by the Spaniards at 
Oheitepeha. A number o f the natives got together, to tafte the 
firfl: fruit it bo re ; but, as the grapes were ftill four, they con-
fidercd it as l i t t le better than poifon, and it was unan imouf ly 
determined, to tread it under foot. In that ftate, O m a i f o u n d 
it by chance, and was overjoyed at the difcovery. For he had 
a f u l l confidence, that, i f he had but grapes, he cou ld eafily 
m a k e wine . A c c o r d i n g l y , he had feveral flips cut off f r o m 
the tree, to carry away w i t h h i m ; and we pruned , and put 
i n order, the remains o f it. Probably , g r o w n wife b y 
OmaPs inftructions, they m a y n o w fuffer the fruit to g r o w 
to perfection, and not pafs fo hafty a fentence u p o n i t 
again . 

W e h a d not been eight and forty hours at anchor i n M a ­
tavai Bay, before w c were vifited by a l l our o ld friends, 
whofc names are recorded i n the account o f m y laft voyage. 
Not one of them came empty handed ; fo that w c had more 
provifions than we k n e w what to do w i t h . W h a t was ftill 
more , w c were under no apprehenfions o f exhauft ing the 
if land, w h i c h prefented to our eyes every m a r k o f the moil; 
exuberant plenty, i n every article o f refrefhment. 

Soon after our a r r iva l here, one o f the natives, w h o m the 
Spaniards had carried w i t h them to L i m a , pa id us a v i f i t ; 
but , i n his external appearance, he was not dif t inguifhable 
f r o m the reft o f his coun t rymen . However , he had not 
foigot fome Spanifh words w h i c h he had acquired, t hough 
he pronounced them badly. Amongf t them, the molt fre­
quent were, fi Scnnor- and, w h e n a ftranger was in t roduced 
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AugS t 0 n * m > n e ^ n o t t 0 r ^ e U P a n c * a c c o 1 ^ m m ) a s w e l l as 
\ — — ' he could . 

W e alfo found here, the y o u n g m a n w h o m we cal led 
Oedidee, but whofe real name is Hcete-heete. I had carr ied 
h i m f r o m Ul i e t ea i n 1773, and brought h i m back i n 1 7 7 4 ; 

after he had vifited the F r i end ly Iflands, N e w Zea land , 
Eaftcr Ifland, and the Marquefcs , and been on board m y 
fhip , i n that extenfive navigat ion, about feven months . H e 
was, at leaft, as tenacious o f his good breeding, as the m a n 
w h o had been at L i m a ; and yes, Sir, or if you pleafer Sir, 

were as frequently repeated by h i m , as ft Sc/mor, was b y 
the other. Heete-heete, w h o is a native o f Bolabola , h a d 
ar r ived i n Otaheite, about three months before; w i t h no 
other in tent ion, that we cou ld learn, than to grat i fy his cu> 
riofi ty, or, perhaps, fome other favourite pa f l i on ; w h i c h 
are, very often, the on ly objects o f the purfui t o f other 
t r ave l l i ng gent lemen. It was evident, however , that he 
preferred the modes, and even garb, o f his coun t rymen , to 
ours . For, t h o u g h I gave h i m fome clothes, w h i c h o u r 
A d m i r a l t y Board had been pleafed to fend for his ufe (to 
w h i c h I added a cheft o f tools, and a few other articles, as 
a prefent f r o m myfe l f ) , he decl ined w e a r i n g them, after a 
few days. T h i s inflance, and that of the perfon w h o had 
been at L i m a , m a y be u rged as a p roof o f the ftrong prc-
penfity na tura l to m a n , o f r e t u r n i n g to habits acquired at 
an early age, and on ly interrupted by accident. A n d , per­
haps, it m a y be concluded, that even O m a i , w h o had i m ­
bibed a l m o l l the w h o l e E n g l i i l i manners, w i l l , i n a very 
{hort t ime after our leav ing h i m , l i k e Oedidee, and the v i -
fiter o f L i m a , re turn to his o w n native garments . 

Wednef. 27. In the m o r n i n g o f the 2 7 t h , a m a n came f rom Ohei te-
peha, and told us, that two Spani f l i fhips had anchored i n 
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that bay the n ight before j and , i n confi rmat ion o f this in te l - ^Wgj. 
l igcncc , he produced a piece o f coarfe b lue c loth , w h i c h , s-^ri—-> 
he faid, he got out o f one o f the m i p s ; and w h i c h , indeed, 
to appearance, was a lmof l quite new. H e added, that M a -
teema was i n one of the fhips ; and that they were to come 
d o w n to M a t a v a i i n a day or two. Some other c i r c u m -
flances w h i c h he ment ioned , w i t h the foregoing ones, gave 
the flory fo m u c h the air o f t ruth, that I difpatched L ieu te ­
nant W i l l i a m f o n i n a boat, to look into Ohei tcpeha b a y ; and, 
i n the m e a n t ime, I put the fhips into a proper pofture o f 
defence. For, t h o u g h E n g l a n d and Spain were i n peace 
w h e n I left Europe , for aught I k n e w , a different fcene 
m i g h t , b y this t ime, have opened. However , o n farther i n ­
q u i r y , we had reafon to t h i n k that the f e l l ow , w h o brought 
the in te l l igence , had impofed u p o n u s ; and this was put 
beyond a l l doubt, w h e n M r . W i l l i a m f o n re turned next day ; Thurfdayi*. 

w h o made h is report to me , that he had been at Ohei tepeha, 
and found that no fhips were there n o w , and that none h a d 
been there fince we left i t . T h e people o f this part o f the 
i f land, where we n o w were , indeed, told us , f r o m the be­
g i n n i n g , that it was a fiction invented by thofe o f T ia raboo . 
B u t wha t v i ew they cou ld have, we were at a lofs to conceive, 
tmlefs they fuppofed, that the report w o u l d have fome effect 
i n m a k i n g us qui t the i i l and , and , by that means, deprive the 
people o f Otaheite-nooe o f the advantages they m i g h t reap 
f r o m our mips c o n t i n u i n g there ; the inhabitants o f the 
two parts o f the i i l and b e i n g inveterate enemies to each 
other. 

F r o m the t ime o f our a r r iva l at Matava i , the weather had Friday ig, 

been very unfettled, w i t h more or lefs r a in every day, t i l l 
the 29th; before w h i c h we were not able to get equa l a l t i ­
tudes o f the fun for afcer ta ining the g o i n g o f the t ime -
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1777* keeper. T h e fame caufe alfo retarded the c a u l k i n g , and 
f other neceilary repairs or the mips . 

In the evening of this day, the natives made a precipitate 
retreat, both f rom on board the fhips, and f r o m our flation 
on fhore. For what reafon, w c cou ld not, at f irf l , learn ; 
t hough , i n general , we guefled it arofe f rom their k n o w i n g 
that fome theft had been commi t t ed , and apprehending p u -
ni fhment on that account. A t length , I underftood wha t 
had happened. One of the furgeon's mates had been i n the 
coun t ry to purchafe curiofities, and had taken w i t h h i m 
four hatchets for that purpofe. H a v i n g employed one o f 
the natives to carry them for h i m , the f e l l ow took an op­
por tun i ty to r u n off w i t h fo valuable a pr ize . T h i s was the 
caufe o f the fudden fl ight , i n w h i c h Otoo himfelf , and h is 
w h o l e f a m i l y , had j o i n e d ; and it was w i t h difficulty that I 
flopped them, after f o l l o w i n g them two or three mi les . A s 
I had refolvcd to take no meafures for the recovery o f the 
hatchets, i n order to put m y people upon their g u a r d 
againft fuch negl igence for the future, I found no diffi­
cu l ty i n b r i n g i n g the natives back, and i n re f lo r ing every 
t h i n g to its u fua l t r anqu i l l i t y . 

j d H i the r to , the attention o f Otoo and his people had b e e n 
confined to u s ; but , next m o r n i n g , a n e w fcene o f b u f i -
nefs opened, by the a r r iva l o f fome meffengers f r o m E imeo , 
or (as it is m u c h oftener cal led by the natives) M o r e a * , w i t h 
in te l l igence, that the people i n that if land were i n a r m s ; 
and that Otoo's part izans there had been worf led, and 
obl iged to retreat to the mounta ins . T h e quar re l between, 
the two iflands, w h i c h commenced i n 1774, as ment ioned i n 

* Morea, according to D r , Forfar, is a diftrict in Eimeo. See his Obfervations. 
p. 217. 
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the account o f m y laft voyage, had , it feems, part ly fub- A u g u f t . 

lifted ever fince. T h e formidable a rmament w h i c h I faw, 1 » 
at that t ime, and defcribed % had failed foon after I then 
left Otaheite ; but the malcontents o f E i m e o had made fo 
ftout a refiftance, that the fleet had returned wi thou t ef­
fec t ing m u c h ; and now another expedit ion was neceffary. 

O n the a r r iva l o f thefe meffengers, a l l the Chiefs , w h o 
happened to be at Matava i , alfembled at Otoo's houfe, where 
I ac tual ly was at the t ime, and had the honour to be ad­
mit ted into their counc i l . One of the mefTengers opened 
the bufmefs o f the affembly, i n a fpeech o f confidcrablc 
l eng th . But I underftood l i t t le of it , befides its general 
purport , w h i c h was to expla in the fituation o f affairs i n 
E i m e o ; and to excite the affembled Chiefs of Otaheite to 
a r m on the occafton. T h i s op in ion was combated by others 
w h o were againft c o m m e n c i n g hoft i l i t ies ; and the debate 
was carr ied o n w i t h great order ; no more than one m a n 
fpeaking at a t ime. A t laft, they became very noify, and 
I expected that our mee t i ng w o u l d have ended l i k e a Pol i f l i 
diet. But the contending great m e n cooled as faft as they 
g rew w a r m , and order was foon rcflored. A t l eng th , the 
party for war p r eva i l ed ; and it was determined, that a 
ftrong force fhould be fent to affift their friends i n E i m e o . 
But this refolut ion was far f rom b e i n g u n a n i m o u s . Otoo, 
d u r i n g the whole debate, remained fdent ; except that, n o w 
and then, he addreffed a w o r d or two to the fpeakers. Thofe 
of the counc i l , w h o were for profecut ing the war, appl ied 
to me for m y afl i ( lance; and a l l of t h e m wanted to k n o w 
what part I w o u l d take. O m a i was fent for to be m y i n ­
terpreter ; but, as he cou ld not be found , I was ob l iged to» 
i'peak for myfelf , and told them, as w e l l as I cou ld , that as 

f See Cook's Voyage, V o l . i . p. 34.7, bV. 
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T was not t h o r o u g h l y acquainted w i t h the difputc, and as 
the people o f E i m e o had never offended me , I cou ld not 
t h i n k m y f e l f at l iber ty to engage i n hoftilities againft t hem. 
W i t h this declarat ion they either were, o r feemed, fatisfied. 
T h e affcnibly then broke u p j but, before I left them, Otoo 
defired me to come to h i m i n the afternoon, and to b r i n g 
O m a i w i t h me. 

A c c o r d i n g l y , a party o f us waited upon h i m at the ap­
pointed t ime i and we were conducted by h i m to his father, 
i n whofe prefence the difputc w i t h E i m e o was again ta lked 
over. B e i n g very defirous o f devif ing fome method to b r i n g 
about an accommodat ion , I founded the o ld C h i e f on that 
head. B u t w c found h i m deaf to any fuch propofal, and 
f u l l y determined to profecute the war . H e repeated the 
folici tat ions w h i c h I had already refilled, about g i v i n g t h e m 
m y affiftance. O n our i n q u i r i n g in to the caufe o f the war , 
w e were told, that, fome years ago, a brother o f Wahea-
dooa, of Tieraboo, was fent to E i m e o , at the requeft o f M a -
heine, a popular C h i e f o f that if land, to be their k i n g ; bu t 
that he had not been there a week before M a h e i n e , h a v i n g 
caufed h i m to be k i l l e d , fet u p for h imfe l f , i n oppofition to 
Tierataboonooe, his fiftcr's fon, w h o became the l a w f u l 
he i r j or clfe had been pi tched upon , by the people o f Ota­
heite, to fucceed to the government o n the death o f the 
other. 

T o w h a , w h o is a relat ion o f Otoo, and C h i e f o f the diftricl: 
o f Tettaha, a m a n o f m u c h we igh t i n the i i l and , and w h o had 
been C o m m a n d e r i n C h i e f o f the a rmament fitted out againft 
E i m e o i n 1774, happened not to be at M a t a v a i at this t ime ; 
and, confequently, was not prefent at any o f thefe c o n f u t ­
ations. It, however , appeared that he was no ftranger to 
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tvhat was-tranfadted; and that he entered w i t h more fpirit ^ W j j j ^ 

into the affair than any other Chie f . Fo r , early i n the m o r n - jr~?~—' 
* J M o n d a y I, 

i n g of the ift o f September, a meffenger arr ived f r o m h i m 
to acquaint Otoo, that he had k i l l e d a m a n to be facrificcd to 
the Eatooa, to implo re the afhflance of the G o d againft 
E i m e o . T h i s act of wor fh ip was to be performed at the 
great Moral at At tahooroo; and Otoo's prefence, it feems, 
was abfolutcly neceffary on that fo l emn occafion, 

T h a t the offering o f h u m a n facrifices is part o f the r e l i ­
gious infthutions o f this i i l and , had been ment ioned by 
Monf . de B o u g a i n v i l l e , o n the author i ty of the native 
w h o m he carried w i t h h i m to France . D u r i n g m y laft 
vifit to Otaheite, and w h i l e I had opportunit ies o f conver t ing 
wi th O m a i o n the fubject, I had fatisfied myfel f , that there 
was too m u c h reafon to admi t , that fuch a practice, how­
ever inconfiftent w i t h the general h u m a n i t y of the people, 
was here adopted. But as this was one o f thofe ext raordi ­
nary facts, about w h i c h m a n y are apt to retain doubts, u n -
lefs the relater h i m f e l f has had ocular proof to conf i rm 
what he had heard f rom others, I thought this a good o p ­
portuni ty of ob ta in ing the higheft evidence o f its certainty, 
by be ing prefent myfe l f at the f o i c m n i t y ; and, accord ingly , 
propofed to Otoo that I m i g h t be a l lowed to accompany h i m . 
T o this he readi ly confented ; and wTe immedia te ly fet out 
i n m y boat, w i th m y o ld f r iend Potatou, M r . Ander fon , and 
M r . W e b b e r ; O m a i f o l l o w i n g i n a canoe. 

In our way we landed u p o n a l i t t le i i l and , w h i c h He3 
off Tettaha, where we found T o w h a and his re t inue. Af te r 
fome li t t le converfation between the two Chiefs , on the fub­
ject of the war , T o w h a addreffed h i m f e l f to me, a i k i n g m y 
aftiftance. W h e n I excufed myfelf , he feemed a n g r y ; t h i n k ­
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re7ember **̂ > ^ r a n S c » ^ i a t w n o n a c ^ a lways declared m y f e l f to be 
^ r~—> the f r iend o f their i f land, w o u l d not n o w go and fight 

againft its enemies. Before w c parted, he gave to Otoo two 
o r three red feathers, t ied u p i n a t u f t ; and a lean half-
ffarved dog was put into a canoe that was to accompany l i s . 
W e then embarked again , t a k i n g on board a p r ie i l w h o was 
to aflifl at the fo lcmni ty . 

As foon as we landed at Attahooroo, w h i c h was about 
two o'clock i n the afternoon, Otoo cxprelTed his defire that 
the feamen m i g h t be ordered to r emain i n the boat ; and 
that M r . Andcr fon , M r . Webber , and myfelf , m i g h t take off 
o u r hats, as foon as we fhould come to the morai, to w h i c h 
we immedia t e ly proceeded, attended by a great m a n y m e n , 
and fome b o y s ; but not one w o m a n . W e found four 
priefls, and their attendants, or afliflants, w a i t i n g for us. 
T h e dead body, or facrifice, was i n a f m a l l canoe that lay 
o n the beach, and par t ly i n the waf l i o f the fea, f ron t ing 
the morai. T w o of the priefts, w i t h fome o f their attend­
ants, were f i t t ing by the canoe; the others at the morai* Out-
company flopped about twenty or th i r ty paces f rom the 
priefls. Here Otoo placed h i m f e l f ; we, and a few others 
H a n d i n g by h i m ; w h i l e the b u l k o f the people remained at 
a greater diflance. 

T h e ceremonies n o w began. One o f the priefl's attendants 
b rough t a y o u n g plantain-tree, and l a id it d o w n before 
Otoo. A n o t h e r approached w i t h a fma l l tuft o f red fea­
thers, twifled on fome fibres o f the cocoa-nut hufk, w i t h 
w h i c h he touched one o f the k i n g ' s feet, and then retired 
w i t h it to his companions. One o f the priefls, feated at the 
morai, f ac ing thofe w h o were upon the beach, now began a 
l o n g p r a y e r ; and, at certain times, fent d o w n y o u n g p lan-
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ta in trees, w h i c h were la id upon the facrifice. D u r i n g this S e 

prayer, a m a n , w h o Hood by the officiating pr ied , h e l d i n 
his hands two bundles , f eemin^ ly of c loth . In one o f them, 
as we afterward found , was the roya l maro; and the other, 
i f I m a y be a l lowed the expreffion, was the a rk o f the 
Eatooa. A s foon as the prayer was ended, the priefls at the 
moral, w i t h their attendants, went and fat d o w n by thofe 
u p o n the beach, c a r r y i n g w i t h them the two bundles . H e r e 
they renewed their prayers ; d u r i n g w h i c h the p lan ta in -
trees were taken, one by one, at different t imes, f r o m off 
the facrifice ; w h i c h was part ly wrapped up i n cocoa leaves 
and fma l l b rand ies . It was now taken out o f the canoe, 
and la id upon the beach, w i t h the feet to the fea. T h e 
priel ls placed themfelvcs a round it, fome fit t ing and others 
f l a n d i n g ; and one, or more of them, repeated fentences for 
about ten minutes . T h e dead body was now uncovered, by 
r e m o v i n g the leaves and branches, and la id in a paral le l d i ­
rect ion w i t h the fea-fhore. One of the priells then, f land­
i n g at the feet of it, pronounced a l ong prayer, i n w h i c h he 
was, at t imes, jo ined by the o thers ; each h o l d i n g i n his 
hand a tuft o f red feathers. In the courfe o f this prayer, 
fome hair was pu l l ed off the head o f the facrifice, and the 
left eye taken o u t ; bo th w h i c h were prefented to Otoo, 
wrapped up i n a green leaf. H e d id not, however touch i t ; 
but gave, to the m a n w h o prefented it, the tuft o f feathers, 
w h i c h he had received f rom T o w h a . T h i s , w i t h the ha i r 
and eye, was carried back to the priei ls . Soon after, Otoo 
fent to t hem another piece of feathers, w h i c h he had g i v e n 
m e i n the m o r n i n g to keep i n m y pocket. D u r i n g fome 
part o f this laft ceremony, a k ing-f i fher m a k i n g a noife i n 
the trees, Otoo turned to me, fay ing , " Tha t is the Eatooa 

and feemed to look upon it to be a good omen . 
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'777- T h e body was then carried a l i t t le way, w i t h its head toward 
September. ' J 

i , . t j i e mrait and l a id under a tree ; ne,ar w h i c h were fixed three 
broad t h i n pieces o f wood, differently, but rude ly , carved. 
T h e bundles o f cloth were la id on a part o f the moral; and 
the tufts o f red feathers were placed at the feet o f the fa­
crifice ; round w h i c h the priefls took their f la t ions ; and 
w e were n o w a l lowed to go as near as we plea fed. H e w h o 
feemed to be the ch ie f pr icf l fat at a fma l l diflance, a n d 
fpoke for a quarter o f an hour, but w i t h different tones 
and gef lures ; fo that he feemed often to cxpoflulate w i t h 
the dead perfon, to w h o m he constantly addrclTed h i m f e l f ; 
and, fomct imcs , afked feveral qucf l ions, f ceming ly w i t h re-
fpecf to the propriety of his h a v i n g been k i l l e d . A t other 
t imes, he made feveral demands, as i f the deceafed either 
n o w had power h imfel f , or interefl w i t h the D i v i n i t y , to 
engage h i m to c o m p l y w i t h fuch requefls. A m o n g f l w h i c h , 
w c underflood, he afked h i m to del iver E imeo , Mahe ine its 
chief, the hogs, w o m e n , and other th ings o f the if land, 
in to their hands ; w h i c h was, indeed, the exprefs inten­
t ion o f the facrifice. H e then chanted a prayer, w h i c h laft-
cd near h a l f an hour , i n a w h i n i n g , melancholy tone, ac­
companied by two other prief ls ; and i n w h i c h Potatou, and 
fome others, jo ined. In the courfe o f this prayer, fome 
more hair was p l u c k e d by a pr icf l f rom the head of the 
corpfe, and put u p o n one o f the bundles. After this, the 
ch ief pricfl prayed alone, h o l d i n g i n his hand the feathers 
w h i c h came f rom T o w h a . W h e n he had finifhed, he gave 
them to another, w h o prayed i n l i k e manner . T h e n a l l 
the tufts o f feathers were l a id upon the bundles of c l o t h ; 
w h i c h clofed the ceremony at this place. 

T h e corpfe was then carried up to the mof l confpicuous 
part o f the moral, w i t h the feathers, the two bundles o f 
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cloth, and the d r u m s ; the l a d of w h i c h beat H o w l v. T h e . l]tT-

feathers and bundles were l a i d againft the pi le o f ftones, ^ — * — ' 
and the corpfe at the foot of them. T h e priefts h a v i n g again 
feated themfelves round it, renewed their prayers ; w h i l e 
fome o f their attendants d u g a hole about two feet deep, 
into w h i c h they th rew the unhappy v i c t i m , and covered it 
over w i t h earth and ftones. W h i l e they were pu t t ing h i m 
into the grave, a boy fqueaked a loud , and O m a i faid to 
me , that it was the Eatooa. D u r i n g this t ime, a fire h a v i n g 
been made, the dog, before mentioned, was produced, and 
k i l l e d , by t w i l l i n g his neck, and fuffocating h i m . T h e ha i r 
was finged off, and the entrails taken out, and th rown i n ­
to the fire, where they were left to confumc. But the 
heart, l iver , and k idneys were on ly roafted, by be ing l a id 
on hot Hones for a few minutes ; and the body of the dog, 
after being befmeared w i t h the blood, w h i c h had been c o l ­
lected into a cocoa-nut (hel l , and dr ied over the fire, was, 
w i t h the l iver , &c, carried and la id d o w n before the priefts, 
w h o fat p ray ing , round the grave. T h e y cont inued their 
ejaculations over the dog, for fome t ime, w h i l e two m e n , 
at intervals, beat on two d rums very l o u d ; and a boy 
fcreamed, as before, i n a l o u d , f h r i l l voice, three different 
times. Th i s , as we were told, was to invite the Eatooa to feaft 
on the banquet that they had prepared for h i m . A s foon as 
the priefts had ended their prayers, the carcafc o f the dog, 
With what belonged to it, were la id on a ivhatta, or fcaffold, 
about fix feet h i g h , that Hood clofe by, on w h i c h lay the 
remains o f two other dogs, and of two pigs, w h i c h h a d * 
lately been facrificed, and, at this t ime, emitted an in tole­
rable flench. T h i s kept us at a greater diflance, than w o u l d , 
otherwifc, have been required of us. For, after the v i c t i m 
was removed f rom the fea-fidc toward the morai, we were 
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3 6 A V O Y A G E T O 

S ' p t t m b c r
 a ^ 0 W C C ^ t 0 approach as near as we pleafed. Indeed, after 

w - v , — t that, neither ferioufnefs nor attention were m u c h obferved 
by the fpectators. W h e n the dog was put upon the ivhatta, 
the priefts and attendants gave a k i n d o f fhout, w h i c h 
clo/ed the ceremonies for the prefent. T h e day be ing n o w 
a l io clofed, w e were conducted to a houfe be long ing to Po-
tatou, where we were entertained, and lodged for the n igh t . 
W e had been told, that the re l ig ious rites were to be renew­
ed i n the m o r n i n g ; and I w o u l d not leave the place, w h i l e 
any t h i n g remained to be fcen. 

T u e f d a y z . B e i n g u n w i l l i n g to lofe any part o f the fo lemni ty , fome 
of us repaired to the fcene o f act ion pretty early, but found 
n o t h i n g g o i n g forward . Howeve r , foon after, a p i g was 
facrificed, and l a id upon the fame ivhatta w i t h the others. 
A b o u t e ight o 'clock, Otoo took us a g a i n to the moral, where 
the priefts, and a great n u m b e r o f men , were, by this t ime, 
affembled. T h e two bundles occupied the place i n w h i c h 
we had fecn them dcpofited the preceding evening ; the two 
d rums ftood i n the front o f the moral, but fome what nearer 
it than before; and the priefls were beyond them. 'Otoo 
placed h imfe l f between the two d rums , and defired me to 
ftand by h i m . 

T h e ceremony began, as ufual , w i t h b r i n g i n g a y o u n g 
plantain-tree, and l a y i n g it d o w n at the k ing ' s feet. Af te r 
this a prayer was repeated by the priefts, w h o held i n their 
hands feveral tufts o f red feathers, and alfo a p l u m e o f 
of l r ich feathers, w h i c h 1 had g iven to Otoo on m y firfl ar­
r iva l , and had been confecrated to this ufe. W h e n the 
priefts had made an end o f the prayer, they changed their 
ftation, p l a c i n g themfelvcs between us and the moral; and 
one of them, the fame pcrfon w h o had acted the p r inc ipa l 
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part the clay before, began another prayer, w h i c h lafled gJ^jj^ 
about ha l f an hour . D u r i n g the continuance of this, the —*—~* 
tufrs o f feathers were, one by one, carr ied and l a id u p o n 
the ark o f the Eatooa. 

Some li t t le t ime after, four pigs were p roduced ; one o f 
w h i c h was immed ia t e ly k i l l e d ; and the others were taken 
to a fly, hard by, probably referved for fome future occa-
fion o f facrifice. One of the bundles was n o w unt ied ; and 
it was found , as I have before obferved, to contain the 
maro, w i t h w h i c h thefe people invcf l their k i n g s ; and w h i c h 
feems to anfwer, i n fome degree, to the European cnfigns 
of royal ty . It was careful ly taken out o f the c lo th , i n w h i c h 
it had been wrapped up, and fpread, at f u l l l eng th , u p o n 
the g round before the priefls. It is a g i rd l e , about five 
yards l o n g , and fifteen inches broad ; and, f r o m its name, 
feems to be put on in the fame manner as is the c o m m o n 
maro, or piece of c lo th , ufed, by thefe people, to wrap r o u n d 
the wai f l . It was ornamented w i t h red and y e l l o w feathers ; 
but moftly w i t h the latter, taken f rom a dove found u p o n 
the ifland. T h e one end was bordered w i t h eight pieces, 
each about the fize and fhape of a horfe-fhoe, h a v i n g the i r 
edges f r inged w i t h b lack feathers. T h e other end was 
forked, and the points were o f different lengths. T h e fea­
thers were i n fquare compartments, ranged i n two rows , 
and, othcrwife, fo difpofed as to produce a pleafmg effect. 
T h e y had been l i r f l palled or fixed upon fome o f their o w n 
country cloth ; and then fewed to the upper end of the 
pendant w h i c h Capta in W a l l i s had difplayed, and left f l y i n g 
afhore, the firfl t ime that he landed at Ma tava i . 1 his was 
wha t they told us ; and we had no reafon to doubt it, as 
we cou ld eafily trace the remains of an E n g l i f h pendant. 
About fix or e ight inches fquare o f the maro was u n o r n a -
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mer i ted ; there b e i n g no feathers u p o n that fpace, except a 
few that had been fent by Waheadooa, as already m e n ­
tioned. T h e priefls made a l o n g prayer, relative to this 
part o f the ceremony ; and, i f I mi f look not, they cal led it 
the prayer o f the maro. W h e n it was fmifhed, the badge o f 
royal ty was careful ly folded up, put into the c loth , and de-
pofitcd again upon the morau 

T h e other bundle , w h i c h I have dif t inguifhcd b y the 
name o f the ark, wTas next opened, at one end. But we 
were not a l lowed to go near enough to examine its myf l e -
r ious contents. The. in format ion we received was, that the 
Eatooa, to w h o m they had been facrif ic ing, and whofe name 
is Ooro, was concealed i n i t j or rather, what is luppofed to 
reprefent h i m . T h i s facrcd repofitory is made o f the twifted 
fibres of the hufk of the cocoa-nut, fhaped fomewhat l i ke a 
large fid, or fugar l o a f ; that is, roundi fh , w i t h one end 
m u c h th i cke r than the other. W e had, very often, got 
fmal l ones f rom different people, but never k n e w their ufe 
before. 

B y this t ime, the p ig , that had been k i l l e d , was cleaned, 
and the entrails taken out. Thefe happened to have a con-
fitlcrable mare o f thofe convulfive motions, wlnich often 
appear, i n different parts., after an a n i m a l is k i l l e d ; and 
this was confidercd by the fpectators as a very favourable 
o m e n to the expedit ion, on account o f w h i c h the facrificcs 
had been offered. After be ing expofed for fome t ime, that 
thofe w h o chofc, m i g h t examine their appearances, the en­
trails were carr ied to the priefls, and l a id d o w n before 
them. W h i l e one o f their n u m b e r prayed, another i n -
fpc<Sted the entrails more na r rowly , and kept t u rn ing them 
gent ly w i t h a fl ick. W h e n they had been fufl ic icnt ly exa­
m i n e d , they were t h r o w n into the fire, and left to con-
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fume. T h e facrificcd p i g , and its l iver , 6r. were n o w put S e ^ ^ 
u p o n the vuhatta, where the dog had been dcpolited the day 1 — — * * 
before; and then a l l the feathers, except the of l r i ch p lume , 
were inclofed w i t h the Eatooa, i n the ark ; and the fo lemni ty 
f inal ly clofed. 

F o u r double canoes lay upon the beach, before the place o f 
facrifice, a l l the m o r n i n g . O n the fore-part o f each of thefe, 
was fixed a fma l l p la t fo rm, covered w i t h palm-leaves , t ied 
i n myflerious k n o t s ; and this alfo is called a moral. Some 
cocoa-nuts, plantains, pieces of bread-frui t , fifh, and other 
things, lay upon each of thefe naval morals. We were told, 
that they be longed to the Eatooa \ and that they were to at­
tend the fleet defigned to go againf l E i m e o . 

T h e unhappy v i c t i m , offered to the object o f their wor fh ip 
u p o n this occafion, feemed to be a middle-aged m a n ; and, as 
we were told, was a tow tow, that is, one of the loweft clafs of 
the people. But , after a l l m y inqu i r i e s , I cou ld not l ea rn , 
that he had been pi tched upon, on account o f any par t icular 
cr ime, commit ted by h i m , m e r i t i n g death. It is certain* 
however , that they genera l ly make choice o f fuch g u i l t y 
perfons for their facrifices; or elfe o f c o m m o n , l o w , f e l ­
lows, w h o f l ro l l about, f rom place to place, and f rom if land 
to ifland, wi thout h a v i n g any fixed abode, or any vif iblc way 
o f get t ing an honefl l i v e l i h o o d ; o f w h i c h defcript ion o f m e n , 
enough are to be met w i t h at thefe iflands. H a v i n g had an 
oppor tuni ty o f e x a m i n i n g the appearance of the body o f 
the poor fufferer, now offered up, I cou ld obferve, that it 
was bloody about the head and face, and a good deal bru i fed 
upon the r ight temple ; w h i c h m a r k e d the manner o f his 
be ing k i l l e d . A n d we were told, that he had been pr ivately 
k n o c k e d on the head w i t h a flone, 
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Thofe w h o are devoted to fufFer, i n order to perform this 
bloody act of worfhip , are never apprized of their fate, t i l l 
the b l o w is g iven that puts an end to their exiftence. W h e n ­
ever any one o f the great Chiefs th inks a h u m a n f i c r i f i cc 
ncceflary, on any par t icular emergency, he pitches u p o n 
the v i c t i m . Some of his trufty fervants are then fent, w h o 
f a l l upon h i m fuddenly, and put h i m to death w i t h a c lub , 
or by Hon ing h i m . T h e k i n g is next acquainted w i t h it, 
whofc prefencc, at the folemn rites that fo l low, is, as I was 
told, abfolutc ly neceffary; and, indeed, on the prefent oc-
cafion, we cou ld obferve, that Otoo bore a p r inc ipa l part* 
T h e folemnity i t fc l f is cal led Poore Eree, or Ch ie f ' s P raye r ; 
and the v i c t i m , w h o is offered up , Taata-taboor or confe-
crated m a n . Th i s is the on ly inflance where we have heard 
the w o r d taboo ufed at this i i l and , where it feems to have 
the fame myfler ious fignification as at T o n g a ; t hough it is 
there appl ied to a l l cafes where things are not to be 
touched. But at Otaheite, the word ran ferves the fame 
purpofe, and is f u l l as extenfive i n its mean ing . 

T h e moral (wh ich , undoubted ly , is a place o f worfhip , fa­
crifice, and bu r i a l , at the fame time), where the facrifice 
was n o w offered, is that where the fupreme C h i e f o f 
the whole if land, is a lways bur ied , and is appropriated to 
his f a m i l y , and fome o f the p r inc ipa l people. It differs 
l i t t le f rom the c o m m o n ones, except i n extent. Its p r i n ­
c ipa l part, is a large, o b l o n g pile o f ftones, l y i n g loofely 
u p o n each other, about twelve or fourteen feet h i g h , con­
tracted towards the top, w i t h a fquare area, on each fide, 
loofely paved w i t h pebble ftones, under w h i c h the bones o f 
the Chiefs are bur ied . A t a l i t t le diflance f rom the end 
ncarcft the fea, is the place where the facrifices are offered; 
w h i c h , for a considerable extent, is alfo loofely paved. 
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There is here a very large fcaffold, or whatta, o n w h i c h the s^*bet< 

offerings o f fruits , and other vegetables, are l a i d . Bu t the „— /, 
an imals are depofitcd on a fmal ler one, already ment ioned , 
and the h u m a n facrifices are bu r i ed under different parts o f 
the pavement. The re are fevcral other reliques w h i c h i g n o ­
rant fuperfli t ion had fcattered about this place; fuch as f m a l l 
Hones, raifed i n different parts o f the pavement ; fome w i t h 
bits o f c lo th tied round t h e m ; others covered w i t h i t ; and 
upon the fide o f the large p i l e , w h i c h fronts the area, are 
placed a great m a n y pieces o f carved wood, w h i c h are fup-
pofed to be fometimcs the refidcnce of their d iv in i t ies , and , 
consequently, he ld facred. But, one place, more par t icular 
than the reft, is a heap o f ftones, at one end of the large 
-whatta, before w h i c h the facrifice was offered, w i t h a k i n d 
of p la t fo rm at one fide. O n this are l a i d the fcul ls o f a l l the 
h u m a n facrifices, w h i c h are taken u p after they have been fe­
vera l months under g round . Juft above them, are placed a 
great n u m b e r o f the pieces o f w o o d ; and it was alfo here, 
where the maro, and the other bundle , fuppofed to contain the 
godOoro (and w h i c h I ca l l the a rk) , were l a id , d u r i n g the ce­
r e m o n y ; a circumftance w h i c h denotes its agreement w i t h 
the altar o f other nat ions. 

It is m u c h to be regretted, that a practice fo h o r r i d i n its 
o w n nature, and fo deftructive o f that inv io lab le r igh t o f 
felf-prefervation, w h i c h every one is born w i t h , fhould be 
found ftill exift ing j and (fuch is the power o f fuperfl i t ion 
to counteract the firft p r inc ip les o f h u m a n i t y ! ) exift ing 
amongft a people, i n m a n y other refpects, emerged f r o m 
the bru ta l manners o f favage l i fe . W h a t is ftill worfe, it is 
probable, that thefe bloody rites o f wor fh ip arc prevalent 
th roughout a l l the wide extended iflands of the Pacific 
Ocean. T h e ftmilarity o f cuftoms and language , w h i c h 
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o u r late voyages have enabled us to trace, between the mol t 
diflant o f thefe iflands, makes it not u n l i k e l y , that fome o f 
the more important articles o f their re l ig ious inf l i tu t ions 
m o u l d agree. A n d , indeed, we h a d the moft authent ic i n ­
fo rmat ion , that h u m a n facrifices cont inue to be offered at 
the F r i e n d l y Iflands. W h e n I defcribed the Natche at Tonga-

taboo, I ment ioned that, on the approach ing fequel o f that 
feftival, we had been told, that ten m e n were to be facr i -
ficed. T h i s m a y give us an idea o f the extent o f this r e l i ­
gious maflacre, i n that if land. A n d t h o u g h we fhould fup-
pofe, that never m o r e than one pcrfon is facrificed, on any 
f ingle occafion, at Otaheite, it is more than probable, that 
thefe occafions happen fo f requent ly , as to m a k e a f h o c k i n g 
wafte o f the h u m a n race ; for I counted no lefs than for ty-
n ine fku l l s , o f fo rmer v ic t ims , l y i n g before the moral, where 
w e faw one more added to the n u m b e r . A n d as none o f 
thofe fku l l s had, as yet, fuffered any confiderable change 
f r o m the weather, i t m a y hence be infer red , that no great 
l eng th o f t ime had elapfed, fincc, at leafl, this confiderable 
n u m b e r o f u n h a p p y wretches had been offered u p o n this 
altar o f b lood. 

T h e cuftom, t hough no confideration can m a k e it ccafe 
to be abominable , m i g h t be thought lefs de t r imenta l , i n 
fome refpects, i f it ferved to imprefs any awe for the d i v i ­
n i ty , or reverence for r e l ig ion , upon the minds of the m u l ­
t i tude. But this is fo far f r o m be ing the cafe, that t hough 
a great n u m b e r o f people had af lemblcd at the ?norai, o n 
this occafion, they d id not feem to fhew any proper reve­
rence for what was do ing , or fay ing , d u r i n g the celebrat ion 
o f the rites. A n d O m a i happen ing to arr ive, after they 
had begun, m a n y o f the fpectators flocked r o u n d h i m , and 
were engaged, the remainder o f the t ime, i n m a k i n g h i m 
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relate fome o f h i s adventures, w h i c h they liftened to w i t h & 

great attention, regardlefs o f the fo lemn offices p e r f o r m i n g »-
by their priefls. Indeed, the priefts themfelvcs, except the 
one w h o chiefly repeated the prayers, ei ther f r o m their 
b e i n g f a m i l i a r i z e d to fuch objects, or f r o m want o f conf i ­
dence i n the efficacy o f their inf l i tu t ions , obferved very l i t t le 
o f that fo lemni ty , w h i c h is neceffary to g ive to re l ig ious 
performances their due weight . T h e i r drefs was o n l y an 
ord inary o n e ; they convcrfed together, w i thou t f c r u p l e ; 
and the on ly attempt made b y them to preferve any appear­
ance of decency, was by exer t ing their authori ty , to prevent 
the people f r o m c o m i n g u p o n the very fpot where the ce­
remonies were per formed ; and to fuffer us, as flrangers, to 
advance a l i t t le fo rward . T h e y were , however , very cand id 
i n their anfwers to any queflions that were put to them, 
concern ing the i n f l i t m i o n . A n d , par t icu lar ly , o n b e i n g 
afked, wha t the in tent ion of it was ? T h e y faid, that it was 
an o ld cuf lom, and was agreeable to their god , w h o de­
l ighted i n , or, i n other words , came and fed u p o n the fa­
crifices ; i n confequcncc o f w h i c h , he compl ied w i t h their 
petit ions. U p o n its b e i n g objected, that he cou ld not feed 
on thefe, as he was neither feen to do it, nor were the bo­
dies o f the an imals q u i c k l y confumed, and that as to the 
h u m a n v i c t i m , they prevented his feeding on h i m , by b u r y ­
i n g h i m . But to a l l this they anfwered, that he came i n the 
n igh t , but inv i f ib ly ; and fed o n l y o n the foul , or i m m a t e ­
r i a l part, w h i c h , according to their doctrine, remains about 
the place o f facrifice, u n t i l the body o f the v i c t i m be en­
t i rely wafted by putrefaction. 

It were m u c h to be wifhed , that this deluded people m a y 
learn to entertain the fame horror o f m u r d e r i n g their f e l ­
low-creatures, i n order to fu rn i fh fuch an invisible banquet 
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SepVember t 0 t n e * r S0c^> a s t n c Y n o w have of feeding, corporeally, o n 
V — \ — - j h u m a n flefh themfelvcs. A n d , yet, we have great reafon 

to believe, that there was a t ime w h e n they were cannibals . 
W e were told (and indeed part ly faw it), that it is a necef-
fary ceremony, w h e n a poor wre t ch is facrificed, for the 
prieft to take out the left eye. T h i s he prefents to the k i n g , 
h o l d i n g it to his m o u t h , w h i c h he defires h i m to open ; bur, 
inftead o f pu t t ing it i n , immed ia t e ly wi thdraws it . T h i s 
they ca l l " eat ing the m a n , " or 1 1 food for the C h i e f a n d , 
perhaps, w c m a y obferve here fome traces o f former t imes, 
w h e n the dead body was real ly feafted u p o n . 

But not to inf i l l upon t h i s ; it is certain, that h u m a n fa­
crifices are not the o n l y barbarous c u f l o m we find ftill pre­
v a i l i n g amongft this benevolent, h u m a n e people. For, be-
fidcs c u t t i n g out the jaw-bones o f their enemies ftain i n 
battle, w h i c h they carry about as trophies, they, i n fome 
meafure, offer their bodies as a facrifice to the Eatooa. Soon 
after a battle, i n w h i c h they have been victors, they col lect 
a l l the dead that have fa l len into their hands, and b r i n g 
t h e m to the moral, where , w i t h a great deal o f ceremony, 
they d i g a hole, and bu ry t h e m a l l i n it , as fo m a n y offer­
ings to the gods ; but their fcul ls are never after taken up . 

T h e i r o w n great Chiefs , that f a l l i n battle, are treated i n 
a different manner . W e were in fo rmed , that their late 
k i n g Tootaha , Tuboura i - t ama idc , and another Chief , w h o 
f e l l w i t h them i n the battle, fought w i t h thofe o f T ia raboo , 
and were b rough t to this moral, at Attahooroo. There thei r 
bowels were cut out by the priefts, before the great a l t a r ; 
and the bodies afterward bur ied i n three different places, 
w h i c h were pointed out to us, i n the great pi le o f ftones, 
that compofe the m o d confpicuous part o f this moral. A n d 
their c o m m o n m e n , w h o alfo fe l l i n this battle, were a l l 
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bur i ed i n one hole , at the foot o f the pile. T h i s , O m a i , w h o September, 

was prefent, told me, was done the day after the battle, ~-~ ' 
w i t h m u c h p o m p and ceremony, and i n the midft o f a great 
concouife of people, as a t h a n k f g i v i n g offering to the Ea­
tooa, for the vic tory they had obtained ; w h i l e the v a n -
quifhed had taken refuge i n the mounta ins . The re they 
remained a week , or ten days, t i l l the fury o f the victors 
was over, and a treaty fet on foot, by w h i c h it was agreed, 
that Otoo fhould be declared k i n g o f the who le ifland ; and 
the folemni ty of inver t ing h i m w i t h the maro, was per­
fo rmed at the fame morai, w i t h great pomp , i n the pre fence 
of a l l the p r inc ipa l m e n of the count ry . 

C H A E 



C H A P . III. 
i 

Conference with Towha.—Heevas defcribed.—Omai and 
Oedidee give Dinners.—Fireworks exhibited.—A re-
markable Prefent of Cloth.—Maitner of preferving the 
Body of a dead Chief. — Another human Sacrifice. — 
Riding on Horfeback,—Otoos Attention to fupply Pro­
vifions, and prevent Thefts.—Animals given to him.—* 
Etary, and the Deputies of a Chief have Audiences.— 
A Mock-fight of Two War Canoes.—Naval Strength 
of thefe Iflands.—Marnier of conducting a War. 

r~VT^ H E clofe o f the very l i ngu la r fcene, exhibi ted at the 
JL moral, w h i c h I have f a i th fu l ly defcribed i n the laft 

Chapter , l e av ing us no other bufinefs i n Attahooroo, we 
embarked about noon, i n order to re turn to Ma tava i j and, 
i n ou r way , vifited T o w h a , w h o had remained on the l i t t le 
i f land, where we met h i m the day before. Some converfa-
t ion pafTed between Otoo and h i m , on the prefent pofture o f 
pub l i c affairs ; and then the latter fol ici tcd me, once more , 
to j o i n them i n their w a r againft E i m e o . B y m y pofitive re-
fufai I ent i re ly loft the good graces o f this Ch ie f . 

Before we parted, he afked us, i f the fo lemni ty , at w h i c h 
we had been prefent, anfwered our expectations; what o p i ­
n i o n we had o f its efficacy; and whether wTe performed fuch 
acts o f wor fh ip i n our o w n country ? D u r i n g the celebra­
t ion o f the h o r r i d ceremony, we had prefervcd a p rofound 
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filence ; but as foon as it was clofed, had made no fcruple 
i n exprefling our fentiments very freely about it, to Otoo, 
and thofe w h o attended h i m ; o f courfe, therefore, I d i d not 
conceal m y dcteftation o f it, i n this convcrfat ion w i t h 
T o w h a . Befides the cruel ty o f the bloody cuftom, I f t rongly 
u r g e d the unreafonablenefs o f i t ; t e l l i ng the Chief , that 
fuch a facrifice, far f r o m m a k i n g the Eatooa propit ious to 
th eir na t ion , as they ignoran t ly bel ieved, w o u l d be the 
means of d r a w i n g d o w n his vengeance ; and that, f r o m 
this very circumftance, I took u p o n me to judge , that thei r 
intended expedit ion againft M a h e i n e w o u l d be unfuccefsful . 
T h i s was ven tu r i ng pretty far u p o n conjecture ; but f l i l l , 
I thought , that there was l i t t le danger o f be ing m i f l a k e n . 
F o r I found, that there were three parties i n the i f land, w i t h 
regard to this w a r ; one extremely violent for i t ; another 
perfectly indifferent about the mat te r ; and the th i rd openly 
dec la r ing themfelvcs friends to M a h e i n e , and his caufe. 
U n d e r thefe circumflances, o f d i fun ion diffract ing the i r 
counci ls , it was not l i k e l y that fuch a p l an o f mi l i t a ry ope­
rations w o u l d be fettled, as c o u l d infure even a probabi ­
l i t y o f fuccefs. In convey ing ou r fentiments to T o w h a , 
on the fubject o f the late facrifice, O m a i was made ufe o f 
as our in terpreter ; and he entered into o u r arguments 
w i t h fo m u c h fpirit , that the C h i e f feemed to be i n great 
w r a t h ; efpeCially w h e n he was to ld , that i f he had put a 
m a n to death i n E n g l a n d , as he had done here, h i s r ank 
w o u l d not have protected h i m f r o m be ing hanged for 
ir. U p o n this, he exc la imed, mac-no! viae no! [vile I v i l e ' ] 
and w o u l d not hear another w o r d . D u r i n g this debate, 
m a n y of the natives y e r e prefent, chiefly the at tend­
ants and fervants o f T o w n a h i m f e l f ; and w h e n O m a i be-
£ a n to expla in the pun i f l imen t that w o u l d be infl icted i n 
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September ^ g f e t i d , upon the greater! m a n , i f he k i l l e d the meaneft 

v _ v * fervant, they feemed to l i f len w i t h great attention ; and 

were, probably , o f a different o p i n i o n f r o m that o f their 
mai le r , on this fubjccl:. 

Af te r l e a v i n g T o w h a , we proceeded to Oparre, where 
Otoo preffed us to fpend the n igh t . W e landed i n the even­
i n g ; and, on our road to his houfe, had an oppor tuni ty o f 
obferv ing i n what manne r thefe people amufe thcmfelves, 
i n their private heevas. Abou t a hundred o f them wTere 
found fi t t ing i n a houfe ; and i n the mid f l o f t h e m were two 
w o m e n , w i t h an o ld m a n beh ind each o f them, beat ing very 
gen t ly upon a d r u m ; and the w o m e n , at intervals, f i ng ing 
i n a fofter manner , than I ever heard at their other d iver -
fions. T h e affembly l if lened w i t h great a t ten t ion; and 
were , f ecming ly , a lmof l abfbrbed i n the pleafure the mufic 
gave t h e m ; for f ew took any notice o f us, and the per­
formers never once Hopped. It was a lmof l dark before we 
reached Otoo's houfe, where we were entertained w i t h one 
o f their pub l ic heevas, or plays, i n w h i c h his three fillers 
appeared as the p r inc ipa l characters. T h i s was what they 
ca l l a heeva raci, w h i c h is o f fuch a nature, that no body is 
to enter the houfe or area, where it is exhibi ted. W h e n the 
r o y a l fillers are the performers, this is a lways the cafe. 
T h e i r drefs, on this occafion, was t ru ly picturefque and ele­
g a n t ; and they acquit ted themfelves, i n their parts, i n a 
very d i f l ingui fhed m a n n e r ; t hough fome comic interludes, 
per formed by four m e n , feemed to y i e ld greater pleafure to 

Wednef. 3 . the audience, w h i c h was numerous . T h e next m o r n i n g 
we proceeded to Matava i , l eav ing Otoo at Oparre ; but his 
mother , fillers, and feveral other w o m e n , attended me on 
board, and Otoo h i m f e l f fo l lowed foon after. 
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W h i l e Otoo and I were abfent f r o m the fhips, they had S c 

been but fpar ingly fupplied w i t h frui t , and had few vifucrs. —> 
After our re turn , we again overflowed w i t h provifions, and 
w i t h company. 

O n the 4th, a party o f us dined afhorc w i t h O m a i , w h o Thurfday 4-

gave excellent fare, conf id ing of fifh, fowls , pork , and pud ­
dings. After d inner , I attended Otoo, w h o had been one o f 
the party, back to his houfe, where I found a l l his fervants 
very bufy, get t ing a quant i ty o f provifions ready for m e , 
Amongf t other articles, there was a large hog , w h i c h they 
k i l l e d i n m y prefence. T h e entrails were d iv ided in to eleven 
portions, i n fuch a manner , that each of them contained 
a bit of every t h ing . Thefe portions were d i f l r ibuted to the 
fervants, and fome drclfed theirs in the fame oven w i t h the 
h o g , w h i l e others carried off, undreffed, what h a d come to 
their fhare. The re was alfo a large p u d d i n g , the w h o l e 
procefs i n m a k i n g w h i c h , I faw. It was compofed o f bread­
frui t , ripe plantains, taro, and p a l m or pandanus nuts, each 
rafped, fcraped, or beat u p fine, and baked by itfelf. A 
quant i ty of ju ice , expreffed f r o m cocoa-nut kerne ls , was 
put into a large tray, or w Tooden veffel. T h e other articles, 
hot f rom the oven, were depofited i n this veffel ; and a few 
hot floncs were alfo put in, to make the contents f immer . 
Th ree or four men made ufe of f l icks to ftir the feveral i n ­
gredients, t i l l they were incorporated one w i t h another, and 
the ju ice of the cocoa-nut was turned to o i l j fo that the 
who le mafs, at laft, became of the confiftency o f a hafty-
pudd ing . Some o f thefe puddings are excel lent ; and few 
that we make in E n g l a n d equal them. I fe ldom, or never, 
d ined wi thou t one, w h e n I cou ld get it, w h i c h was not a l ­
ways the cafe. Otoo's h o g be ing baked, and the p u d d i n g , 
w h i c h I have defcribed, be ing made, they, together w i t h 
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September. 

Friday 

Sunday 7. 

Monday 8. 

two l i v i n g hogs, and a quant i ty o f bread-fruit , and cocoa-
nuts, were put in to a canoe, and fent on board m y fhip, 
fo l lowed by myfel f , and a l l the roya l f ami ly . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g even ing , a y o u n g r a m , o f the Cape breed, 
that had been lambed, and, w i t h great care, b rought u p 
on board the fhip, was k i l l e d by a dog. Incidents are o f 
more or lefs confequence, as connected w i t h fituation. In 
o u r prefent fituation, defirous as I was to propagate this ufe-
f u l race, amongft thefe iflands, the lofs o f the r a m was a 
ferious misfor tune ; as it was the on ly one I had o f that 
breed ; and I had o n l y one o f the E n g l i f h breed left. 

In the evening of the 7th, w e played off fome f i reworks 
before a great concourfc o f people. Some were h i g h l y en ­
tertained w i t h the exhib i t ion j but by far the greater n u m ­
ber o f fpectators were terr ibly f r igh tened ; i n f o m u c h , that 
it was w i t h diff iculty we cou ld prevai l upon them to keep 
together, to fee the end of the fhew. A table-rocket was 
the laft. It flew off the table, and difperfed the w h o l e 
c r o w d i n a momen t j even the moft refolute a m o n g thetn 
fled w i t h precipi tat ion. 

T h e next day, a party o f us d ined w i t h our former fh ip-
mate, Oedidee, o n i i f h and pork. T h e hog we ighed about 
th i r ty p o u n d s ; and it m a y be w o r t h men t ion ing , that it was 
al ive, dreffed, and brought upon the table, w i t h i n the hour . 
W e had but juft d ined, w h e n Otoo came, and afked me, i f 
m y be l ly was fu l l? On m y anfwer ing i n the affirmative, he 
faid, " T h e n , come a long w i t h m e . " I, accord ingly , went 
w i t h h i m to his father's, where I found fome people 
employed i n dref i ing two girls w i t h a prodigious quant i ty o f 
fine c lo th , after a very l i ngu la r fa(hion. T h e one end o f each 
piece o f c loth , o f w h i c h there were a good m a n y , was hclcl 
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up over the heads o f the g i r l s , w h i l e the remainder was S c p \ 7
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7 Jb e r . 
wrapped round their bodies, under the arm-pi ts . T h e n the v — ' 
upper ends were let f a l l , and h u n g d o w n i n folds to the 
g round , over the other, fo as to bear fome refemblance to 
a c i rcular hoop-petticoat. Af te rward , r ound the outfide o f 
a l l , were wrapped feveral pieces o f differently co loured 
cloth, w h i c h confiderably increafed the fize ; fo that it was 
not lefs than five or fix yards i n c i r cu i t , and the w e i g h t o f 
this l i ngu la r attire was as m u c h as the poor g i r l s cou ld fup-
port. T o each were h u n g two taames, or brealt-plates, by 
way of en r i ch ing the who le , and g i v i n g it a picture fque 
appearance. T h u s equipped, they were conducted on board 
the fhip, together w i t h feveral hogs, and a quant i ty o f 
frui t , w h i c h , w i t h the c lo th , was a prefent to me f r o m 
Otoo's father. Perfons, o f ei ther lex, dreffed i n this m a n ­
ner, are called atee; but, I believe, it is never practifed, ex­
cept w h e n large prefents o f cloth arc to be made. At leaff, 
I never faw it practifed upon any other occafion ; nor, indeed, 
had I ever fuch a prefent before; but both Capta in C l e i ke and 
I had cloth g iven to us afterward, thus wrapped round the 
hearers. T h e next day, 1 had a prefent o f five hogs, and Tuefday? . 

fome fruit , f rom O t o o ; and one hog , and fome fruit , f rom 
each of his filters. N o r were other provifions w a n t i n g . For 
two or three days, great quantities o f macke re l had been 
caught by the natives, w i t h i n the reef, i n fcines ; fome o f 
w h i c h they brought to the fhips and tents, and fold. 

Otoo was not more attentive to fupply our wants, by a 
fuccel l ion o f prefents, than he was to contr ibute to ou r 
amufemcnt , by a fucceflion o f diverfions. A party o f us 
h a v i n g gone d o w n to Oparre, on the i o t h , he treated us Wednef. i 
w i t h what may be cal led a play. H i s three fillers were the 
aetreffes; and the dreifes, that they appeared i n , were new 
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and e legan t ; that is, more fo than we had ufua l ly met w i t h 
at any o f thefe iflands. But the p r inc ipa l object I had i n v iew, 
this day, in g o i n g toOparre, was to take a v i e w o f an e m b a l m e d 
corpfe, w h i c h fome o f ou r gen t lemen had happened to meet 
w i t h at that place, near the refidence of Otoo. O n i n q u i r y , 
I found it to be the remains o f Tee, a C h i e f w e l l k n o w n to 
me , w h e n I was at this ifland, d u r i n g m y laft voyage. It 
was l y i n g i n a toopapaoo, more elegant ly conftructed than 
their c o m m o n ones, and i n a l l refpects f imi la r to that lately 
feen by us at Oheitepeha, i n w h i c h the remains o f W a h e a -
dooa are depofited, e m b a l m e d i n the fame manner . W h e n 
we ar r ived at the place, the body was under cover, and 
wrapped up in c lo th , w i t h i n the toopopaoo ; but, at m y defire, 
the m a n w h o had the care o f it, b rought it out, and la id it 
upon a k i n d o f bier, i n fuch a manner , that we had as f u l l 
a v i ew o f it as we could w i f h ; but we were not a l lowed to 
go w i t h i n the pales that inclofed the toopapaoo. Af ter he 
had thus exhibi ted the corpfe, he h u n g the place w i t h 
mats and cloth , fo difpofed as to produce a very pretty effect;, 
W e found the body not on ly entire i n every par t ; but, w h a t 
furpr ized us m u c h more , was, that putrefact ion feemed 
icarcely to be begun , as there was not the leaf! difagreeable 
fme l l proceeding f rom i t ; t hough the c l imate is one o f the 
hotteff, and Tee had been dead above four months . T h e 
on l y remarkab le al terat ion that had happened, was a l l i r i n k -
i n g o f the mufcu l a r parts and eyes ; but the ha i r and na i l s 
were i n their o r i g i n a l ftate, and ft i l l adhered f i r m l y ; and 
the feveral jo in ts were quite pl iable , or i n that k i n d o f re* 
laxed ftate w h i c h happens to perfons w h o faint fuddenly. 
Such were M r . Anderfon 's remarks to me, w h o alfo told me, 
that, on his i n q u i r i n g into the method o f effecting this pre­
servation of their dead bodies, he had been in fo rmed , that, 
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the inteftines, and other vifcera, out at the anus; and the — « — ' 
whole cavity is then filled or fluffed w i t h c loth , in t roduced 
th rough the fame pa r t ; that w h e n any moif lure appeared 
on the f k i n , it was careful ly dr ied up , and the bodies after­
w a r d rubbed a l l over, w i t h a large quant i ty o f perfumed 
cocoa-nut o i l ; w h i c h , be ing frequent ly repeated, preferved 
them a great m a n y months ; but that, at laft, they g r a d u ­
al ly m o u l d e r away. T h i s was the in fo rmat ion M r . A n d e r -
fon received ; for m y o w n part, I cou ld not learn any more 
about their mode of operat ion, than wha t O m a i told me, 
wTho faid, that they made ufe o f the ju ice o f a plant w h i c h 
grows amongf l the m o u n t a i n s ; o f cocoa-nut o i l ; and of 
frequent w a f h i n g w i t h fea-water. I was alfo told, that the 
bodies o f a l l their great m e n , w h o die a natura l death, are 
preferved i n this manner ; and that they, expofe them to 
publ ic v i ew for a very confiderable t ime after. A t firfl, they 
are l a id out e v e r y d a y , w h e n it does not r a i n ; afterward, 
the intervals become greater and greater ; and, at laft, they 
are feldom to be feen. 

I n the even ing , w c re turned f rom Oparre, where we left 
Ctoo, and a l l the roya l f a m i l y -, and I faw none o f them t i l l 
the 1 2 t h ; . w h e n a l l , but the C h i e f h imfe l f , pa id me a vifit. F4d*y"*» 
H e , as they told me, was gone to Attahooroo, to aflifl , this 
day, at another h u m a n facrifice, w h i c h the C h i e f o f T i a r a -
boo had fent thi ther to be offered u p at the moral. T h i s 
fecond inftance, w i t h i n the courfe o f a few days, was too 
melancho ly a proof, h o w numerous the v ic t ims o f th i s 
bloody fuperflition are amongf l this h u m a n e people. I 
w o u l d have been prefent at this facrifice too, had I k n o w n 
of it i n t i m e ; for, now, it was too late. F r o m the very 
fame caufe, I miffed b e i n g prefent at a pub l ic tranfaetion, 

i w h i c h 



^ejtember w n * c n n a c * palTed at Oparre the preceding day, w h e n Otoo, 
v.—, / w i t h a l l the folemnit ics obferved on fuch occalions, reflored 

to the friends and followers of the late k i n v Tootaha , the 
lands and pofleflions, w h i c h had been w i hhe ld f rom t h e m 
ever fince his death. Probably, the n e w facrifice was the 
c o n c l u d i n g ceremony of what may be cal led the reverfal o f 
attainder. 

Saturday 13. T h e f o l l o w i n g evening, Otoo returned f rom exercifing this 
Sunday 14. m o l l difagrccable o f a l l his duties as fovereign ; and, the 

next day, be ing n o w honoured w i t h his company, Capta in 
Cle rke and I, mounted on horfeback, took a ride round the 
p l a i n o f Matava i , to the very great fu rpr izc o f a great t ra in 
o f people w h o attended on the occafion, g a z i n g upon us, 
w i t h as m u c h aftonifhment as i f we had been centaurs. 
O m a i , indeed, had , once or twice, before this, at tempted 
to get on hor feback; but he had as often been t h rown 
off, before he cou ld contrive to feat h i m f e l f ; fo that this 
was the f u l l t ime they had fecn any body ride a horfe. 
W h a t Capta in Clerke and I began, was, after this, repeated 
every day, w h i l e we ft aid, by one or another o f our people. 
A n d yet the curiofity o f the natives cont inued f l i l l unabated. 
T h e y were exceedingly del ighted w i t h thefe animals , after 
they had fecn the ufe that was made o f them ; and, as far 
as I cou ld judge, they conveyed to them a better idea of the 
greatnefs o f other nations, than a l l the other novelties, put 
together, that their Furopean vifuers had carried amongf l 
them. Both the horfe and mare were in good cafe, and 
looked extremely w e l l . 

M o n d a y 15. T h e next day, Etary, or O l l a , the god of Bolabola , w h o 
had , for feveral days pail , been i n the ne ighbourhood o f 

, Matava i , removed to Oparre, attended by feveral f a i l ing ca­
noes. W c were told, that Otoo d id not approve of his be ing 
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io near our flation, where his people cou ld more eafdy i n - s ' J S i J ^ 
vade our property. I mul l : do Otoo the ju l t icc to fay, that — — * 
he took every method prudence could fugged to prevent 
thefts and robberies ; and it was more o w i n g to his r egu l a ­
tions, than to our o w n c i rcumfpec t ion , that fo few were 
commit ted . He had taken care to creel a l i t t le houfe or two, 
on the other fide o f the r iver, beh ind ou r p o d ; and two 
others, clofe to our tents, on the bank between the r iver and 
the fea. In a l l thefe places fome of his o w n people con -
i lan t ly kept wa tch ; and his father genera l ly refided o n 
Matava i po in t ; io that we were, i n a manner , fur rounded 
by them. T h u s flat ioncd, they not on ly guarded us i n the 
n igh t f rom thieves, but cou ld obferve every t h i n g that pal led 
i n the day ; and were ready to collect: contr ibut ions f r o m 
fuch gir ls as had private connections w i t h our peop le ; 
w h i c h was genera l ly done every m o r n i n g . So that the 
mcafures adopted by h i m to fecure our fafety, at the fame 
t ime fcrved the more effential purpofe o f en l a rg ing h i s 
o w n profits. 

Otoo i n f o r m i n g me, that his prefence was neceffary at 
Oparre, where he was to give audience to the great per-
fonage f r o m Bolabola ; and a (k ing me to accompany h i m , I 
readily confented, i n hopes of meet ing w i t h fometh ing w o r t h 
our notice. A c c o r d i n g l y I went w i t h h i m , i n the m o r n i n g 
of the i6ch, attended by M r . Ander fon . N o t h i n g , however , T u e f J a y , 6„ 
occurred on this occafion, that was ci ther in tere l t ing or c u ­
rious. W c faw Etary and his fol lowers prefent fome coarfe 
cloth and hogs to Otoo ; and each article was del ivered w i t h 
fome ceremony, and a fet fpeech. After this, they, and 
fome other Chiefs , he ld a confultat ion about the expedi t ion 
tOjFijnaep, A Etary , at f i r l l , feemed to difapprove of it ; bur, 
at lalt, his objections were over- ru led . Indeed, it appeared, 
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J^Tft: next day, that it was too late to deliberate about this m c a -
Scptember. * 

* — i — - / fu rc ; and that T o w h a , Potatou, and another Chief , had a l ­
ready gone upon the expedition w i t h the fleet o f At tahoo-

•Rtdncf. t7« too. For a mefTengcr arr ived i n the evening, w i t h in te l l i ­
gence that they had reached Eimeo , and that there had been 
fome fkirmifhes , w i thou t m u c h lofs or advantage on either 
flue. 

W^gCi»fi$» In the m o r n i n g o f the 18th, M r . Andc r fon , myfel f , and 
O m a i , went aga in w i t h Otoo to Oparre, and took w i t h us 
the f h c e p ' w h i c h I intended to leave upon the i i l and , con -
fifting o f an E n g l i f h r a m and ewe, and three Cape ewes ; 
a l l w h i c h I gave to Otoo. As a l l the three cows had taken 
the b u l l , 1 thought I m i g h t venture to divide them, and 
carry fome to Ul ie tea . W i t h this v iew, I had them brought 
before us, and prcpofed to Etary , that i f he w o u l d leave his 
b u l l w i t h Otoo, he fhould have mine , and one of the three 

•cows; adding , that I w o u l d carry them for him to U l i e t e a ; 
for I was afraid to remove the Spanifh b u l l , left fome accident 
fhould happen to h i m , as he was a b u l k y fpirited beaft. 
T o this propofal o f m ine , Etary, at firft, made fome objec­
tions ; but, at laft, agreed to it ; part ly th rough the perfua-
fion of O m a i . However , juft as the cattle were pu t t ing 
into the boar, one o f Etary's fol lowers va l i an t ly oppofed 
any exchange whatever be ing made. F i n d i n g this, and 
iu fpec l ing that Etary had on ly confented to the propofed 
arrangement, for the prefent moment , to pleafe me ; and 
that, after 1 was gone, he m i g h t take away his bull, and 
then Otoo w o u l d not have one, I thought it beft to drop 
the idea o f an exchange, as it could not be made with the 
m u t u a l content of both part ies; and f inal ly determined to 
leave them a l l w i t h Otoo, ftriclly i n jo in ing him never to 
ful ler them to be removed f rom Oparre, not even the Spanifh 
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b u l l , nor any o f the fhecp, t i l l he m o u l d get a flock o f y o u n g g^jg*^ 
ones ; w h i c h he m i g h t then difpofc o f to his friends, and —.—f. 
fend to the n e i g h b o u r i n g i i lands. 

T h i s be ing fettled, we left Etary and his party to r u ­
minate u p o n their fo l ly , and attended Otoo to another place, 
ha rd by, where we found the fervants o f a Chief , w h o l e 
name I forgot to afk, w a i t i n g w i t h a hog , a p ig , and a dog, 
as a prefent f r o m their maffer to the fovereign. Thefe were 
del ivered w i t h the ufua l ceremonies, and w i t h an harangue 
i n fo rm, i n w h i c h the fpcaker, i n his mailer 's name, en­
qu i red after the heal th o f Otoo, and of a l l the p r inc ipa l 
people about h i m . T h i s compl imen t was echoed back i n 
the name of Otoo, by one o f his m in i f t e r s ; and then the 
difputc w i t h E i m e o was difcufled, w i t h m a n y arguments for 
and againft it. T h e deputies o f this C h i e f were for profecut-
i n g the w a r w i t h v igou r , and advifed Otoo to offer a h u m a n 
facrifice. O n the other hand, a Chief , w h o was in conftant at­
tendance on Otoo's perfon, oppofed it, f eeming ly , w i t h great 
f l rength o f a rgument . T h i s confirmed m c i n the op in ion , 
that Otoo h imfe l f never entered hear t i ly into the fpirit o f 
this war . H e n o w received repeated meffages f rom T o w h a , 
ftrongly fo l i c i t ing h i m to haften to his afliftance. W e were 
told, that his fleet was, i n a manner , furrounded.by that o f 
M a h e i n e ; but that nei ther the one, nor the other, durft 
haza rd an engagement. 

After d i n i n g w i t h Otoo, we re turned to Matava i , l eav ing 
h i m at Opavrc. T h i s day, and al io the 1 9 t h , w c were very f i i t y 19. 

fparingly fupplied w i t h frui t . Otoo hear ing of this, he and 
his brother, w h o had attached h i m f e l f to Capta in Gie rke , 
came f rom Oparre, between nine and ten o 'clock i n the 
evening, w i t h a large fupply for both fhips; T h i s m a r k e d 
his humane attention more ftrongly, than any t h i n g he had 
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September. h i t h e r t 0 d o n e f o r us. T h e next day, a l l the roya l f a m i l y 
J—« ' came w i t h prefents; fo that our wants were not on ly rel ieved, 
Saturday 2 0 . - , , J 

but we had more provifions than we c o u l d confume. 

H a v i n g got a l l our water on board, the fhips be ing cau lked , 
the r i g g i n g overhauled, and every t h i n g pur i n order, 1 began 
to t h i n k o f l eav ing the if land, that I m i g h t have fufficient 
t ime to fpare for v i f i t ing the others i n this ne ighbourhood . 
W i t h this v i ew , we removed f r o m the fhore our obferva-
tories, and inf l ruments , and bent the fails. E a r l y the next 

Sunday 2 i . m o r n i n g > Otoo came on board to acquaint me, that a l l the 
w a r canoes o f Matava i , and o f three other diftricts adjoin­
i n g , were g o i n g to Oparre, to j o i n thofe be long ing to that 
part of the i f land ; and that there w o u l d be a general re­
v i e w there. Soon after, the fquadron o f Ma tava i was a l l 
i n mot ion ; and, after pa rad ing a w h i l e about the bay, af-
fembled afhorc, near the midd le o f it. I now went i n 
m y boat to take a v i e w o f t hem. 

O f thofe w i t h flages, on w h i c h they fight, or what they 
c a l l their war canoes, there were about fixty ; w i t h near as 
m a n y more of a fmal ler fize. I was ready to have attend­
ed t h e m to O p a r r e ; but, foon after, a refolut ion was taken 
by the Chiefs , that they fhould not move t i l l the next day. 
I looked upqn this to be a fortunate delay, as it afforded me 
a good opportuni ty to get fome infight into their manne r 
o f f igh t ing . W i t h this v i ew, I expreffed m y w i f h to Otoo, 
that he w o u l d order fome o f them to go th rough the ne-
ceffary manoeuvres. T w o were, accord ingly , ordered out 
in to the b a y ; i n one of w h i c h , Otoo, M r . K i n g , and m y f e l f 
embarked ; and O m a i went on board the other. W h e n we 
had got fufheient fca-room, we faced, and advanced u p o n 
each other, and retreated by turns, as q u i c k as our rowers 
could paddle. D u r i n g this, the warr iors o n the flages flou-
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rifhed their weapons, and played a hundred antic t r icks , S e p 7 e ^be r . 
w h i c h cou ld anfwer no other end, i n m y j u d g m e n t , than to ^—• 1 

w o r k up their pal l ions, and prepare them for f igh t ing . 
Otoo flood by the fide o f our ftage, and gave the neceffary 
orders, w h e n to advance, and when to retreat. In this, 
great judgment , and a q u i c k eye, combined together, feemed 
requifitc, to feize every advantage that m i g h t offer, and to 
avoid g i v i n g any advantage to the advcrfary. At laft, after 
advancing and retreating to and f r o m each other, at leaft a 
dozen of t imes, the two canoes clofed, head to head, or 
ftage to ftage; and, after a fhort conflict, the troops on our 
flage were fuppofed to be a l l k i l l e d , and we were boarded 
b y O m a i and his affociates. At that very inftant, Otoo, and 
a l l our paddlers leaped over-board, as i f reduced to the ne-
ceftity o f endeavour ing to fave their l ives by f w i m m i n g . 

I f Omai's in fo rmat ion is to be depended upon , their naval 
engagements are not a lways conducted i n this manner . H e 
told me, that they fometimes beg in w i t h l a fh ing the two 
veffcls together, head to head, and then fight t i l l a l l the 
warr iors are k i l l e d , on one fide or the other. But this clofc 
combat , I apprehend, is never practifed, bu t w h e n they are 
determined to conquer or die. Indeed, one or the other 
m u l l happen ; for a l l agree, that they never give quarter , 
unlefs it be to refervc their prifoncrs for a more c rue l death 
the next day. 

T h e power and ftrength o f thefe iflands l ie ent i re ly i n 
their navies. I never heard o f a general engagement on 
land -, and a l l their decifive battles are fought on the water. 
I f the t ime and place o f conflict are fixed upon by both 
parties, the preceding day and n ight are fpent i n divcrfions 
and feafl ing. T o w a r d m o r n i n g , they l a u n c h the canoes, 
put every t h i n g i n order, and, w i t h the day, beg in the 
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'777- battle j the fate o f w h i c h genera l ly decides the difpute. T h e 
ptembcr . ° J * 

—̂  ' vanquifhed fave themfelvcs by a precipitate f l i g h t ; and 
fuch as reach the (hore fly, w i t h their friends, to the m o u n ­
tains; for the victors , w h i l e their f u ry lafts, fpare neither 
the aged, nor w o m e n , nor ch i ld ren . T h e next day, they 
affemble at the moral, to re turn thanks to the Eatooa for 
the vic tory , and to offer up the i l a i n as facrifices, and the 
prifoners alfo, i f they have any. After this, a treaty is fet o n 
foot; and the conquerors, for the moftpart , obtain their o w n 
te rms ; by w h i c h par t icular didriets o f land, and, fome-
times, who le iflands, change their owners . O m a i told us, 
that he was once taken a prifoner by the men of Bolabola , 
and carried to that if land, where he and fome others w o u l d 
have been put to death the next day, i f they had not found 
means to cfcape i n the n igh t . 

A s foon as this mock- f igh t was over, O m a i put on his 
fuit o f a rmour , mounted a flagc in one o f the canoes, and 
was paddled a l l a long the fhore o f the bay ; fo that every 
one had a f u l l v i ew o f h i m . H i s coat o f m a i l d id not d raw 
the attention o f his coun t rymen fo m u c h as m i g h t have 
been expected. Some o f them, indeed, had feen a part o f 
it before ; and there were others, aga in , w h o had t aken 
fuch a d i i l ike to O m a i , f r o m his impruden t conduct at this 
place, that they w o u l d hardly look at any th ing , however 
Angu la r , that was exhibi ted by h i m . 
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C H A P . I V . 

The Day of failing fixed.—Peace made with Eimeo.—De­
bates about it, a?id Otoos Conduct blamed.—A Solem­
nity at the Morai on the Occafion, defcribed by Mr. 
King.—Obfervations upon it.—Inflame of Otoo s Art. 
—Omais War Canoe, and Remarks upon his Behaviour. 
—Otoos Prefent, and Mcjfage to the King of Great 
Britain —Reflections on our Maimer of Trafific, and on 
the good Treatment we met with at Otaheite.—Account 
of the Expedition of the Spaniards.—Their Fictions to 
depreciate the Erglijh.—Wijhes expreffed that no Settle­
ment may- be made. — Omais yealoify of another 
Traveller. 

E 
A R L Y i n the m o r n i n g o f the 22c!, Otoo and his fa- . I 7 7 ?: 

«-» ' September. 
ther came on board, to k n o w w h e n I propofed fa i l ­

i n g . For , h a v i n g been in fo rmed , that there was a good 
harbour at E imeo, I had told them, that I fhould vi i i t that 
ifland on m y way to Huahc ine ; and they were deftroUs o f 
t ak ing a palfage w i t h me, and of their fleet f a i l ing , at the 
t ime, to reinforce T o w h a . A s I was ready to take m y de­
parture, I left it to them to name the d a y ; and the Wednes­
day f o l l o w i n g was fixed u p o n ; w h e n I was to take on board 
Otoo, his father, mother , and, i n ffiort, the whole f a m i l y . 
Thefe points be ing fettled, I propofed fetting out i m m e ­
diately for Oparre, Where a l l the fleet, fitted out for the ex­
pedit ion, was to affemble this day, and to be rev iewed. 

I had 

Monday 22. 



. '777* I had but iult t ime to get into m y boat, w h e n news was 
oeptcutber. J o j 
» w ' b rought , that T o w h a had concluded a treaty w i t h M a h e i n e , 

and had returned w i t h his fleet to Attahooroo. T h i s unex­
pected event made a l l further proceedings, i n the m i l i t a r y 
w a y , quite unneceflary ; and the war canoes, inflead o f ren-
dezvouf ing at Oparre, were ordered home to their refpective 
d i d riots. T h i s alteration* however , d id not hinder me f rom 
f o l l o w i n g Otoo to Oparre, accompanied by M r . K i n g and 
O m a i . Soon after our a r r iva l , and w h i l e d inner was pre­
p a r i n g , a mefTenger arr ived f rom E imeo , and related the 
condi t ions o f the peace; or rather o f the truce, it be ing o n l y 
for a l imi t ed t ime. T h e terms were difadvantageous to Ota­
heite ; and much b lame was t h r o w n upon Otoo, whofe de­
lay , i n fending reinforcements, had obl iged T o w h a to fub-

* m i t to a di fgraceful accommodat ion . It was even cur ren t ly 
reported, that T o w h a , r e l en t ing h is not be ing fupported, 
had declared, that, as foon as I fhould leave the if land, 
he w o u l d j o i n his forces to thofe o f Tiaraboo, and attack 
Otoo at Matava i , or Oparre. T h i s called upon me to declare, 
i n the moft pub l i c manner , that I was determined to efpoufe 
the in tere l l of m y fr iend, againf l any fuch combina t ion ; and 
that whoever pre fumed to attack h i m , fhould feel the 
we igh t of m y heavy difpleafure, w h e n I returned again to 
their ifland. M y declaration, probably , had the defired ef­
fect ; and, i f T o w h a had any fuch hofli le intent ion at firfl, 
we foon heard no more o f the report. W h a p p a i , Otoo's fa­
ther, h i g h l y difapproved o f the peace, and b lamed T o w h a 
very m u c h for c o n c l u d i n g it. T h i s fenflble o ld m a n wife ly 
judged , that m y g o i n g d o w n w i t h t hem to E i m e o muft have 
been of Angu la r fervice to their caufe, t hough I fhould take 
no other part whatever i n the quar re l . A n d it was upon 
this that he bu i l t a l l his a rguments , and mainta ined, that 
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Otoo had acted proper ly by w a i t i n g for me ; t h o u g h this ^ 
had prevented his g i v i n g afliflance to T o w h a fo foon as he w 
expected. 

O u r debates at Oparre , on this fubject, were ha rd ly end­
ed, before a meffenger arr ived f r o m T o w h a , de f i l ing Otoo's 
attendance, the next day, at the morai i n Attahooroo, to g ive 
thanks to the Gods for the peace he had conc luded ; at l ead , 
fuch was Omai 's account to me, o f the object o f this fo l em­
n i ty . I was afked to g o ; but be ing m u c h out o f order, 
was obl iged to decline it. Defirous, however , o f k n o w i n g 
what ceremonies m i g h t be obferved o n fo memorab le an 
occafion, I fent M r . K i n g , and O m a i , and returned on board 
m y (hip, attended by Otoo's mother , his three fillers, and 
eight more w o m e n . A t fir ft, I thought that this numerous 
t ra in o f females came into m y boat w i t h no other view than 
to get a pafTage to Ma tava i . Bu t w h e n we ar r ived at the 
(hip, they told me , they intended p a l l i n g the n igh t o n 
board, for the exprefs purpofe of u n d e r t a k i n g the cure o f 
the diforder I compla ined o f ; w h i c h was a pa in o f the 
rheumat ic k i n d , extending f rom the h i p to the foot. I ac­
cepted the fr iendly offer, had a bed fpread for them u p o n 
the cabbin floor, and fubmit ted m y f e l f to their direct ions. 
I was defired to lay myfe l f d o w n amongf l them. T h e n , as 
m a n y o f them as cou ld get round me, began to fqueeze me 
w i t h both hands, f rom head to foot, but more par t i cu la r ly on 
the parts where the pain was lodged, t i l l they made m y bones 
crack, and m y flefh became a perfect m u m m y . In fhort, 
after undergo ing this d i fc iplme about a quarter o f an hour , 
I was glad to get away f rom them. Howeve r , the opera­
t ion gave me immedia te relief, w h i c h encouraged me to 
fubmit to another r u b b i n g - d o w n before I went to bed ; and 
it was fo effectual, that I found m y f e l f pretty eafy a l l the 
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September n ' l $ n ^fter. M y female phyficians repeated their pre fen p-
TJleSa'T n C X t m o r n m £ > before they went afhore, and again , 

i n the evening, w h e n they returned on board ; after w h i c h , 
I found the pains ent i re ly removed-, and the cure be ing 

Wednef. 24. perfected, they took their leave o f me the f o l l o w i n g m o r n ­
i n g . T h i s they ca l l romee\ an operat ion w h i c h , i n m y o p i ­
n i o n , far exceeds the i le fh-bruf l i , or any t h i n g of the k i n d 
that w c m a k e ufe o f external ly. It is un iver fa l ly practifed 
amongf l thefe iflanders \ be ing fomctimes performed by the 
m e n , but more genera l ly by the w o m e n . If, at any t ime, 
one appears l a n g u i d and t ired, and fits d o w n by any o f 
t hem, they i m m e d i a t e l y beg in to practifc the romee u p o n 
his legs ; and I have a lways found it to have an exceedingly 
good effect *. 

Thurfday =5. J n the m o r n i n g o f the 2 5 t h , Otoo, M r . K i n g , and O m a i , 
re turned f r o m At tahooroo; and M r . K i n g gave me the f o l ­
l o w i n g account o f wha t he had feen: 

" Soon after y o u left me, a fecond mciTengcr came f rom 
T o w h a to Otoo, w i t h a p lanta in tree. It was funfet w h e n 
w c embarked i n a canoe and left Oparre. About nine o 'c lock 
w c landed at Tc t taha , at that ex t remi ty w h i c h joins to Atta­
hooroo. Before we landed, the people cal led to us f rom 
the fhorc ; probably, to tell us that T o w h a was there. T h e 
mee t ing of Otoo and this Chief , I expected, w o u l d afford 
fome incident wor thy of observation. Otoo, and his attend­
ants, went and featcd themfelvcs on the beach, clofe to 
the canoe in w h i c h T o w h a was. H e was then afleep; but 
his fervants h a v i n g awakened" h i m , and m e n t i o n i n g Otoo's 
name, immedia te ly a plantain-tree and a dog, were laid at 

* Sec Captain W a l l i s ' s account of the fame operation performed on himfelf, and 

his firft Lieutenant, in Haw&efwdtthy$ CctkXisii, V o l . i . ;>. 4O3. 
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Otoo's feet ; and m a n y o f T o w h a ' s people came and ta lked Sc*l7J^er. 
w i t h h i m , as I conceived, about their expedi t ion to E imeo . *~ f 
After I had, for fome t ime, remained fcatcd d o l e to Otoo, 
T o w h a neither fUr r ing from, his canoe, nor h o l d i n g any 
converfation w i t h us, I went to h i m . Fie afked m e i f Toote 
was angry w i t h h i m . 1 anfwered, N o : that he was h i s taio\ 
and that he had ordered m e to go to At tahooroo to t e l l h i m 
fo. O m a i n o w had a l o n g converfat ion w i t h this C h i e f ; 
but I cou ld gather no in fo rma t ion of any k i n d f r o m h i m . 
O n m y r e tu rn ing to Otoo, he feemed defirous,* that I f hou ld 
go to eat, and then to lleep. A c c o r d i n g l y , O m a i and I left 
h i m . O n quef l ion ing O m a i , he faid, the reafon o f Towha ' s 
not f l i r r i n g f r o m his canoe, was his b e i n g l a m e ; but that, pre-
fently, Otoo and he w o u l d convcrfc together i n private. T h i s 
feemed true•> for i n a l i t t le t ime , thofe we left w i t h Otoo 
came to us ; and, about ten minu tes after, Otoo h i m f e l f 
ar r ived, and we a l l went to ileep i n his canoe. 

T h e next m o r n i n g , the ava was i n great plenty. One 
m a n drank fo m u c h that he loll; h is fenfes. I fhould have 
fuppofed h i m to be i n a fit, f r o m the convulftons that a g i ­
tated h i m . T w o m e n h e l d h i m , and kept p l u c k i n g off his 
ha i r by the roots. I left this fpectacle to fee another that 
was more affect i n g . T h i s was the mee t i ng o f T o w h a a n d 
his wi fe , and a y o u n g g i r l , w h o m I underftood to be his 
daughter. Af te r the ceremony of cu t t i ng their heads, and 
d i fcharg ing a tolerable quant i ty o f b lood and tears, they 
wafhed, embraced the Chie f , and feemed unconcerned. But 
the y o u n g g i r l ' s fufferings were not yet come to an end. 
T c r r i d i r i * a r r i v e d ; and fhe went , w i t h great compofure, 
to repeat the fame ceremonies to h i m , w h i c h fhe had juft 
performed o n mee t ing her father. T o w h a had b rough t a 

* T e r r i d i r i is Obcrea's Ton. See an account of the royal family o f Otaheite, in 

JLnvh-/worth's Colhtihn, V o l . i i , p. 154. 
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\W< large w a r canoe f r o m E i m e o . I enqui red i f he had k i l l e d 
September. " , A 

i ^ - w the people b e l o n g i n g to her j and was to ld , that there was 
no m a n i n her w h e n fhe was captured. 

W e left Tet taha, about ten or eleven o 'clock, and landed, 
clofe to the moral o f Attahooroo, a l i t t le after noon. The re 
lay three canoes, hau led upon the beach, oppofite the moral, 
w i t h three hogs expofed i n each : the i r fheds, or awnings , 
had fometh ing under t h e m w h i c h I cou ld not difcern. W c 
expeef ed the folemnity to be performed the fame af te rnoon; 
but as nei ther T o w h a nor Pota tou had jo ined us, n o t h i n g 
was done. 

A C h i e f f r o m E i m e o came w i t h a fma l l p i g , and a p l a n ­
tain-tree, and placed them at Otoo's feet. T h e y ta lked fome 
t ime together \ and the E i m e o C h i e f often repeat ing the 
words , Warty, ivarry, " falfe," I fuppofed that Otoo was re­
l a t i n g to h i m what he had heard, and that the other de­
n ied it . 

T h e next day (Wednefday) T o w h a , and Potatou, w i t h 
about e ight large canoes, arr ived, and landed near the moral. 
M a n y plantain-trees were brought , on the part o f different 
Chiefs , to Otoo. T o w h a d id not f l i r f rom his canoe. The'deire-
m o n y began by the p r inc ipa l pr icf l b r i n g i n g out the maro, 
wrapped u p ; and a bundle , fhaped l i k e a large fugar-loaf. 
Thefe were placed at the head o f what I undcrf lood to be a 
grave. T h e n three priefls came, and fat d o w n oppofite, 
that is, at the other end o f the grave ; b r i n g i n g w i t h vhem a 
plantain-tree, the branch o f fome other tree, and the fheath 
o f the flower o f the cocoa-nut tree. 

T h e priefls, w i t h thefe th ings i n their hands, feparately 
repeated fentences; and, at intervals, two, and fometirries 
a l l three fung a me lancho ly dit ty, l i t t le attended to by the 
people. T h i s p r a y i n g and f ing ing cont inued for an hour . 
T h e n , after a fhort prayer, the p r inc ipa l pr icf l uncovered 
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the maro 5 and Otoo rofe up , and wrapped it about h i m , S e p\ 7
c

7mt>er. 

h o l d i n g , at the fame t ime, i n his hand , a cap or bonnet, \—-% ' 
compofed o f the red feathers of the ta i l o f the tropic b i r d , 
m i x e d w i t h other feathers o f a dark colour . H e flood i n 
the midd le fpace, f ac ing the three priefts, w h o con t inued 
their prayers for about ten minutes -, w h e n a m a n , ftarting 
f r o m the c rowd, faid fometh ing w h i c h ended w i t h the 
w o r d heiva! and the c rowd echoed back to h i m , three t imes, 
Earee! T h i s , as I had been told before, was the p r i n c i p a l part 
o f the folemnity . 

T h e company n o w moved to the oppofite fide o f the great 
p i le o f ftones, where is, wha t they ca l l , the k i n g ' s morai; 
w h i c h is not u n l i k e a large grave. H e r e the fame ceremony 
was performed over aga in , and ended i n three cheers. T h e 
maro was now wrapped up , and encreafed i n its fplendor by 
the addi t ion o f a f m a l l piece o f red feathers, w h i c h one o f 
the priefts gave Otoo w h e n he had it on, and w h i c h he 
ftuck into it. 

F r o m this place, the people went to a large hut , clofc by 
the morai, where they fcated themfelvcs i n m u c h greater or­
der than is ufua l a m o n g them. A m a n of T ia raboo , then 
made on oration, w h i c h laftcd about ten minutes . He was 
fo l lowed by an Attahooroo m a n ; af terward Potatou fpokc 
w i t h m u c h greater fluency and grace than any of them ; 
for, i n general, they fpokc i n fhort, b roken lentenccs, w i t h a 
mot ion o f the hand that was rather a w k w a r d . Tooteo, Otoo's 
orator, fpoke next ; and, after h i m , a m a n f rom E imeo . T w o 
or three more fpceches were made ; but not m u c h attended 
to. O m a i told me, that the fpceches declared, that, they 
fhould not l ight , but a l l be friends. A s m a n y of the fpeakers 
exprefled themfelvcs w i t h warmth , pofl ibly there were fome 
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• W recr iminat ions and protestations o f their good intentions. 
September. r t i 

i — I n the midft of their fpcak ing , a m a n o f Attahooroo got up , 
w i t h a f l i ng fattened to his waift, and a large ftone placed 
upon his fhoukler . Af te r pa rad ing near a quarter o f an 
hour , i n the open fpace, repeat ing fometh ing i n a f i ng ing 
tone, he threw the ftone d o w n . T h i s (tone, and a p lan ta in 
tree that lay at Otoo's feet, were , after the fpeeches ended, 
carried to the moral; and one o f the priefts, and Otoo w i t h 
h i m , faid fomething upon the occafion. 

O n ou r re turn to Oparre, the fea breeze h a v i n g fet i n , we 
were ob l iged to l a n d ; and had a pleafant w a l k t h r o u g h a l ­
m o f l the who le extent of Tet taha to Oparre. A tree, w i t h 
two bundles o f dr ied leaves fufpended u p o n it , m a r k e d the 
boundary o f the two diftricts. T h e m a n w h o had per­
fo rmed the ceremony of the ftone and f l ing came w i t h us. 
VVith h i m , Otoo's father had a l o n g converfation. H e 
feemed very angry . I underftood, he was enraged at the 
part T o w h a had taken i n the E i m e o bufinefs." 

F r o m what I can judge o f this fo lemni ty , as thus de­
fcribed by M r . K i n g , it had not been w h o l l y a t hank fg iv ing , 
as O m a i told us j but rather a conf i rmat ion o f the treaty ; 
or, perhaps, both. T h e grave, w h i c h M r . K i n g fpeaks of, 
feems to he the very fpot where the celebrat ion o f the rites 
began, w h e n the h u m a n facrifice, at w h i c h I was prefent, 
was offered, and before w h i c h the v i c t i m w ras l a id , after 
b e i n g removed f rom the fea fide. It is at this part o f the moral, 
alfo, that they firft inveft their k i n g s w i t h the maro. O m a i , 
w h o had been prefent w h e n Otoo was made k i n g , defcribed 
to me the whole ceremony, w h e n we were here ; and I f ind 
it to be almoft the fame, as this that M r . K i n g has now de­
fcr ibed, t hough w c underftood it to be upon a very different 
occafion. T h e plantain tree, fo often ment ioned , ; i s a lways 
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the firfl t h ing introduced, not on ly i n a l l their r e l ig ious ce- §c^J^Ttt 

remonies, but i n a l l their debates, whether o f a pub l i c o r *—r—* 
private nature. It is alfo ufed on other occafions ; perhaps 
m a n y more than we k n o w of. W h i l e T o w h a was at E i m e o , 
one or more meiFengers came f r o m h i m to Otoo every day. 
T h e meiTenger a lways came w i t h a y o u n g planta in tree i n 
h i s hand, w h i c h he la id d o w n at O toos feet, before he fpokc 
a w o r d ; then featcd h i m f e l f before h i m , and related wha t 
he was charged w i t h . I have feen two m e n i n fuch h i g h 
difpute that I expected they w o u l d proceed to b l o w s ; yet , 
o n one l a y i n g a p lan ta in tree before the other, they have 
both become cool , and carr ied on the a rgument without far^ 
ther animofity. In Ihoi t , i t i s , u p o n a l l occafions, the 
o l ive-branch o f thefe people. 

T h e w a r w i t h E i m e o , and the fo lemn rites w h i c h were 
the confequence o f it , be ing thus f ina l ly clofed, a l l o u r 
friends paid us a viftt on the 2 6 t h ; and, as they k n e w that F r i d a y 26* 

w e were upon the point o f f a i l i n g , b rought w i t h t h e m more 
hogs than we cou ld take off their hands. For, h a v i n g no 
fait lefr, to preferve any, we wanted no more than for pre­
fent ufe. 

T h e next day, I accompanied Otoo to Oparre ; and , before Saturday 
I left it, I looked at the cattle and poul t ry , w h i c h I h a d c o n -
figncd to m y friend's care, at that place. Every t h i n g was 

• i n a p romif ing w a y ; and properly attended unto . T w o o f 
the gecfe, and two o f the ducks were f i t t i n g ; but the pea 
and t u i k e y hens had not b e g u n to lay . I got f r o m Otoo 
four goats; two.of w h i c h I in tended to leave at Ul ie tea , 
where none had as yet been introduced ; and the other two, 
I propofed to referve for the ufe of any other iflands I m i g h t 
meet w i t h , i n m y paffage to the N o r t h , 
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A circumftance w h i c h I (ha l l n o w ment ion o f Otoo, w i l l 
— w — f l i e w , that thefe people are capable o f m u c h aridrefs and 

art, to ga in their purpofes. A m o n g f l other things , w h i c h , 
at different times, I had g iven to this Chief , was a f p y i n g -
glafs. After h a v i n g it i n his poffeilion two or three days, 
t i red o f its novel ty , and probably f ind ing it of no ufe to 
h i m , he carried it pr ivately to Capta in C le rke , and told h i m , 
that, as he had been his very good fr iend, he had got a pre­
fent for h i m , w h i c h he k n e w w o u l d be agreeable. " Buty 
fays-Otoo, y o u m u f l not let Toote k n o w it, becaufe l ie wants 
it, and I woufd not let h i m have it." H e then put the glafs 
into Captain Clerke 's hands ; at the fame t ime, affuring h i m , 
that he came honeftly by it. Capta in C l e r k e , at firf l , de­
c l ined accept ing it ; but Otoo inf i l led upon it, and left it 
w i t h h i m . Some days after, he put Captain C le rke i n m i n d 
o f the glafs ; who , though he d id not wan t it, was yet de-
firous of o b l i g i n g O t o o ; and t h i n k i n g , that a f ew axes 
w o u l d be of more ufe at this ifland, produced four to g ive 
h i m i n re turn. Otoo no fooncr faw this, than he faid, 
" Toote offered me five for i t ." " W e l l , fays Capta in 
Gie rke , i f that be the cafe, you r f r iendfhip for me fha l l 
not make y o u a lofer, and y o u m a i l have fix axes." Thefe 
he accepted; but defired again , that I m i g h t not be to ld 
w h a t he had done. 

O u r f r iend O m a i got one good th ing , at this ifland, for 
the m a n y good th ings lie gave away. Th i s was a very fine 
double f a i l i n g canoe, complete ly equipped, and fit for the 
fea. Some t ime before, I had made up for h i m , a ftiit o f 
E n g l i f l i colours ; but he thought thefe too valuable to be 
ufed at this t i m e ; and patched up a parcel o f colours, fuch 
as flags and pendants, to the n u m b e r o f ten or a dozen, 
w h i c h he fpread on different parts o f his veiled, a l l at the 
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fame t i m e ; and d rew together as m a n y people to look at gj^jjfiir, 
her, as a m a n o f war w o u l d , drcfled, i n a European port. *-—« " 
Thefe ftreamers o f O m a i were a m i x t u r e o f E n g l i f h , 
French, Spanifh, and D u t c h , w h i c h were a l l the European 
colours that -he had fecn . W h e n I was lalt at this i i l and , I 
gave to Otoo an E t i g l i f l i j a c k and pendant, and to T o w h a a 
pendant ; w h i c h I n o w found they had preferved wi th the 
greatefl care. 

O m a i had alfo provided h i m f e l f w i t h a good f lock o f 
c loth and cocoa-nut o i l , w h i c h are not o n l y i n greater 
plenty, but m u c h better, at Otaheite, than at any of the 
Socie ty Iflands ; i n fomuch , that they are articles o f trade. 
D m a i w o u l d not have behaved , fo incont inent ly , and fo 
m u c h u n l i k e himfelf , as he d id , i n m a n y inftances, but 
for his M e r and bro ther - in - law, w h o , together w i t h a f ew 
more Of their acquaintance, engroffed h i m ent i re ly to them-
tfel<ve&inwith i io other v i e w than to f l r ip h i m o f every t h i n g 
he [Had got. A n d they w o u l d , undoubted ly , have fucceeded 
i n their fcheme, i f 1 had not put a flop to it i n t ime, by 
t a k i n g the m o l l ufefu l articles of h i s property into m y pof-
fbffiom * But even t h i s ' W o u l d not have " l a v e d O m a i f r o m 
m i n i i f 1 had fuffered thefe relations o f his to have gone 
w i t h , or to have fo l lowed us to, his intended place of fettle-
jn<mt ,»pt iuaheine . T h i s they had in t ended ; but [ difap-
rpoimtdti,their farther v iews of p lunder , by fo rb idd ing them 
k>, fhewr themfelvcs i n that if land, w h i l e I remained i n 
the n e i g h b o u r h o o d ; and they k n e w me too w e l l not to 
comply . 

O n the 2 8 t h , ' O t o o came on board1, and in fo rmed me, that sum'ayzs. 
he had got a canoe, w h i c h he defired I w o u l d take w i t h me, 
and carry home, as a prefent f rom h i m to the Earee rahie 
no Vretone; it be ing the. on ly th ing , he faid,. that he cou ld 
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„ ' 7 7 7 ; fend w o r t h his Maief tVs acceptance, I was not a l i t t l e 
September . J * 1 \ 

\ . - v - ^ pleafed w i t h Otoo, for this m a r k o f h is grat i tude. It was a 
thought ent i re ly h i s o w n , not one o f us h a v i n g g iven h i m 
the leaft h in t about i t ; and it m e w e d , that he f u l l y under ­
ftood to w h o m he was indebted for the moft va luable pre­
fents that he had received. A t firft, I thought , that this ca ­
noe had been a m o d e l o f one o f their veffels o f w a r ; but I 
foon found , that i t was a f m a l l ivahah, about fixteen feet 
l ong . It was double , and feemed to have been bu i l t for the 
purpofe ; and was decorated w i t h a l l thofe pieces o f carved 
w o r k , w h i c h they u fua l ly fix u p o n their canoes. As it was 
too large for m e to take on board, I cou ld o n l y thank h i m 
for his good in tent ion ; but it w o u l d have pleafed h i m m u c h 
better, i f his prefent cou ld have been accepted. 

W e were detained here fome days longer than I expected, 
by l igh t breezes f r o m the Weft, and ca lms by turns ; fo that 
w c cou ld not get out o f the bay. D u r i n g this t ime, the 
fhips were crowded w i t h ou r friends, and fur rounded b y a 
mu l t i t ude o f canoes ; for not one w o u l d leave the place, t i l l 
we were gone. A t l eng th , at three o 'c lock i n the afternoon 

Monday 5 . o f the 2 9 t h , the w i n d came at Eaft, and we w e i g h e d anchor. 

A s foon as the mips were under fa i l , at the requef tof Otoo, 
and to gratify the curiofity o f his people, I fired feven guns , 
loaded w i t h fhotj after w h i c h , a l l our fr iends, except h i m , 
and two or three more , left us w i t h fuch m a r k s o f affection 
and grief, as fufficiently m e w e d h o w m u c h they regretted 
our departure. Otoo be ing defirous o f feeing the fhip fai l , 
I made a ft retch out to fea, and then i n aga in ; w h e n he alfo 
bui us farewel l , and went afhore i n his canoe. 

T h e frequent vifrs we had lately paid to this i i l and , feem 
to have created a f u l l perfuafion, that the intercourfe w i l l 
not be d i fcondnued. It was ftnetly enjoined to me by Otoo, 
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to rcqueft, i n Ins name, the Earee rahie no Prctanc, to fend s^J^Tt 

h i m , by the next (hips, red feathers, and the birds that pro- * * * 
tlucc them ; axes j h a l f a dozen m u i k e t s , w i t h powder and 
mot ; and, by no means, to forget horfes. 

I h i v e occafionally ment ioned m y rece iv ing confiderable 
prefents f rom Otoo, and the red of the f a m i l y , w i thou t fpc-
c i f y i n g what returns 1 made. It is cu f lomary for thele 
people, w h e n they m a k e a prefent* to let us k n o w wha t 
they expect i n re turn ; and we find it neceflary to gra t i fy 
them ; fo that, wha t we get by w a y o f prefent, comes 
dearer than what we get by barter. But as we were 
fometimcs prclTed by occafional fcarcity, w c cou ld have 
rccourfc to our friends for a prefent, or fupply, w h e n w c 
cou ld not get our wants rel ieved by any other m e t h o d ; 
and, therefore, upon the who le , this w a y o f traffic was 
f u l l as advantageous to us as to the natives. Fo r the m o d 
part, I paid for each feparate article as I received it, except 
i n m y intercourfe w i t h Otoo. H i s prefents, genera l ly , came 
fo fa l l upon me, that no account was kept between us. 
Whatever he afked for, that I could fpare, he had whenever 
he a lkcd for i t ; and I a lways found h i m moderate i n his 
demands. 

If I c o u l d have prevai led upon O m a i to fix h i m f e l f at 
Otaheite, I fhould not have left it fo foon as I d id . For 
there was not a probabi l i ty o f our be ing better or cheaper 
fuppl icd w i t h refrefhmcnts at any other place, than we 
cont inued to be here, even at the t ime of our l e av ing it. 
Befide?, fuch a cordia l fr iendfhip and confidence fubfi i lcd 
between us and the inhabitants , as cou ld ha rd ly be expected 
any where elfe ; and, it was a li t t le extraordinary, that this 
f r iendly intercourfe had never once been fufpended, by any 
untoward accident ; nor had there been a theft commi t ted 
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7 4 A V O Y A G E T O 

' , 7 / 7 - that dcfervcs to be ment ioned. Not that I believe their m o -
September. 

^—w > rals, i n this refpect, to be m u c h mended ; but a m rather o f 
op in ion , that their r egu la r i ty o f conduct: was o w i n g to the 
fear, the Chiefs were under, o f i n t e r rup t ing a traffic w h i c h 
they m i g h t confidcr as the means o f fecur ing to themfelvcs 
a more confiderable fhare o f our commodi t ies , than cou ld 
have been got by p lunder or p i l f e r ing . Indeed, this point I 
fettled at the firft in te rv iew w i t h their Chiefs , after m y ar­
r i v a l . For, obferving the great plenty that was i n the if land, 
and the eagernefs o f the natives to poffefs ou r various ar­
ticles o f trade, I refolved to m a k e the mof l o f thefe two 
favourable c i rcumdances , and explained myfelf , i n the mof l 
decifive terms, that I w o u l d not fuffcr t hem to rob us, as 
they had done u p o n m a n y former occafions. In this, O m a i 
was o f great ufe, as I inflrueted h i m to point out to t h e m 
the good confcqucnccs o f their honed conduct: j and the 
fatal mifchiefs they m u d expect: to fuffer by devia t ing 
f r o m i t . 

It is not a lways i n the power of the Chiefs to prevent rob­
beries j they are f requent ly robbed themfelvcs ; and c o m ­
p l a i n o f it as a great e v i l . Otoo left the m o d valuable 
th ings he had f rom me, i n m y pofrefTion, t i l l the day before 
w c failed ; and the rcafon he gave for it was, that they were 
no where fo fafe. Since the b r i n g i n g i n o f n e w riches, the 
inducements to p i l f e r i ng m u d have increafed. T h e Chiefs , 
fenlible o f this, are n o w extremely defirous o f cheds. T h e y 
feemed to fet m u c h value upon a few that the Spaniards had 

^ left amongf l t h e m ; and they were con t i nua l l y a fk ing us 
for fome. I had one made for Otoo, the dimenfions o f 
w h i c h , accord ing to his o w n direct ions, were eight feet i n 
l eng th , five i n breadth, and about three i n depth. L o c k s 
and bolts were not a fufficient fecuri ty ; but it m u d be large 
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enough for two people to i leep upon , by w a y o f g u a r d i n g S e p 7 e
7 ^ b C r . 

it i n the n igh t . v~—« ' 

It w i l l appear a l i t t le extraordinary, that w e , w h o had a 
fniat tcr ing o f their l anguage , and O m a i , befides, for a n 
interpreter, cou ld never get any clear account o f the t ime 
w h e n the Spaniards ar r ived, h o w l o n g they flayed, and 
w h e n they departed. T h e more we i n q u i r e d in to this mat­
ter, the more w c were convinced o f the i nab i l i t y o f m o l l 
o f thefe people to remember , or note the t ime, w h e n pa l l 
events happened ; efpecially i f it exceeded ten or twenty 
months. It, however, appeared, by the date o f the infer ip-
t ion u p o n the crofs, and by the i n fo rma t ion we received 
f r o m the mofl in te l l igent o f the natives, that two fhips ar­
r ived at Ohei tepeha i n 1 7 7 4 , foon after I left Ma tava i , w h i c h 
was i n M a y , the fame year. T h e y b rough t w i t h them the 
houfe and l ive f lock, before ment ioned . Some faid, that, 
after l a n d i n g thefe th ings , and fome m e n , they failed i n 
q u e l l o f me, and returned i n about ten days. B u t I have 
fome doubt o f the t ru th o f this , as they were never feen, 
ci ther at Huahe inc , or at Ul ie tea . T h e l ive f lock they left 
here, confiiled o f one b u l l , fome goats, hogs, and dogs, 
and the ma le o f fome other a n i m a l ; w h i c h we af terward 
found to be a r a m , and, at this*time, was at Bolabola , w h i t h e r 
the b u l l was alfo to have been tranfported. 

T h e hogs are of a la rge k i n d ; have already great ly i m ­
proved the breed o r i g i n a l l y f ound by us u p o n the i f l a n d ; 
and, at the t ime of our late a r r iva l , were very n u m e r o u s . 
Goats arc, alfo, i n tolerable plenty, there be ing ha rd ly a 
C h i e f of any note w h o has not got fome. A s to the dogs 
that the Spaniards put afhore, w h i c h are o f two or three 
forts, I t h i n k they w o u l d have done the ifland a great deal 
more fervicc, i f they had hanged them a l l , inflead o f leav-
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September t n c m l l P o n l t - i C w a s t o o n e o r * them, that m y y o u n g 
» 1 r a m fe l l a v i c t i m . 

W h e n thefe mips left the i i l and , four Spaniards remained 
beh ind . T w o were priefts, one a fervant, and the four th 
made h i m f e l f very popular a m o n g the natives, w h o dif-
t ingu i fh h i m by the name o f Ma tcema . He feems to have 
been a perfon w h o had ftudied their language' ; or, at leaft, 
to have fpokcn it fo as to be underftood ; and to have taken 
u n c o m m o n pains to imprefs the minds of the iftanders w i t h 
the m o l l exalted ideas o f the greatnefs o f the Spanifh na­
t ion , and to make them t h i n k mean ly o f the E n g l i f h . H e 
even went fo far as to al lure them, that w c no longer cx-
ifled as an independent nat ion ; that Pretane was on ly a 
f m a l l i f land, w h i c h they, the Spaniards, had ent irely de-
ftroyed ; and, for me, that they h a d met w i t h me at fea, 
and, w i t h a few (hot, had fent m y fhip, and every foul i n 
her, to the bot tom ; fo that m y vi f i t ing Otaheite, at this 
t ime, was, o f courfe, very unexpected. A l l this, and m a n y 
other improbab le falfchoods, d id this Spaniard make thefe 
people believe. If Spain had no other views, i n this expedi­
t ion, but to depreciate the E n g l i f h , they had better have 
kept their fhips at h o m e ; for m y r e t u r n i n g aga in to Ota* 
hei tc , was confulcred as a complete confutat ion o f a l l that 
M a t c e m a had faid* 

W i t h what defign the priefts flayed, we can on ly guefs. 
I f it was to convert the natives to the cathol ic fai th, they 
have not f ucceedecl in any one inftance. But it does not tip* 
pear, that they ever attempted i t ; for, i f the natives are to 
he bel ieved, they never converfed w i t h them, either on this , 
or on any other fubject. T h e priefls refided conftantly i n 
the houfe at Oheitepeha ; but M a t c e m a roved about, v i f i t ing 
moft parts o f the i f l and . A t length , after he and his c o m -
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panions had Maid ten months , two fhips came to Oheitepeha, S e p

, 7 / m

7 ^ r „ 
took them on board, and failed aga in i n five days. T h i s *—* 1 

hafty departure (hews, that, whatever defign the Spaniards 
m i g h t have had upon this ifland, they had n o w la id it afide. 
A n d yet, as I was in fo rmed by Otoo, and m a n y others, before 
they went away, they w o u l d have the natives believe, that 
they ftill meant to re turn , and to b r i n g w i t h t hem houfes, 
a l l k inds o f animals , and m e n and w o m e n w h o were to 
fettle, l i ve , and die, on the ifland. Otoo, w h e n he told m e 
this, added, that i f the Spaniards fhould re turn, he w o u l d 
not let them come to Matava i Fort, w h i c h , he faid, was ours . 
It was eafy to fee, that the idea plcafed h i m ; l i t t le t h i n k i n g , 
that the comple t ion of it w o u l d , at once, deprive h i m o f 
his k i n g d o m , and the people o f their l ibert ies. T h i s fhews 
w i t h what faci l i ty a fett lcmcnt m i g h t be made at Otaheite ; 
w h i c h , grateful as I am for repeated good offices, I hope 
w i l l never happen. O u r occafional vifits may , in fome re-
fpects, have benefited its inhab i tan t s ; but a permanent 
cflablifhment among If them, conducted as m o l l European 
eftablifhmems amongft Indian nations have unfor tuna te ly 
been, w o u l d , I fear, give them juft caufe to lament, that 
our fhips had ever found them out. Indeed, it is very u n ­
l i k e l y , that any meafurc of this k i n d m o u l d ever be fieri— 
oufly thought of, as it can nei ther ferve the purpofes o f 
publ ic ambi t ion , nor o f private avar ice ; and, w i thou t fuch-
inducements , I m a y pronounce, that it w i l l never be u n ­
dertaken. 

I have already ment ioned the vifit that I had f rom one of 
the two natives of this if land, w h o had been carr ied by the 
Spaniards to L i m a . I never faw h i m af te rward ; w h i c h I 

rather wondered at, as I had received h i m w i t h u n c o m m o n 
c iv i l i t y . I believe, however, that O m a i had kept h i m at a 
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„ I 7 7 7 - diflance f rom me, by fome r o u g h ufa?e ; jealous, that there 
September. ' c ' ° 

w - v — ' m o u l d be another traveller u p o n the if land, w h o m i g h t v ie 
w i t h h imfe l f . O u r t o u c h i n g at Tencr i f fc was a fortunate c i r -
cumflance for O m a i ; as he pr ided h i m f e l f i n h a v i n g vifited 
a place b e l o n g i n g to Spain , as w e l l as this m a n . I d id not 
meet w i t h the other, w h o had returned f r o m L i m a ; bu t 
Cap ta in C l e r k e , w h o had fecn h i m , fpokc of h i m as a low-
fe l low, and as a l i t t le out o f his fenfes. H i s o w n country­
m e n , I found, agreed i n the fame account o f h i m . In fhort, 
thefe two adventurers feemed to be he ld i n no efleem. 
T h e y had not, indeed, been fo fortunate as to re tu rn home 
w i t h fuch valuable acquifitions o f property, as we had be­
l l o w e d u p o n O m a i ; and w i t h the advantages he reaped 
f r o m his voyage to E n g l a n d , it mutt be his o w n fault, i f he 
f h o u l d fink into the fame Hate o f inf ignif icancc. 

C H A P . 







C H A P. V , 

Arrival at Eimeo.—Two El arbours there, and an Account 
of them.—Vifit from Maheine, Chief of the If and.— 
His Perfon defcribed.—A Goat flolen, a?id fent back 
with the Thief.—Another Goat fiolen and fecreted—. 
Meafures taken o?i the Occafion.—Expedition crofs the 
If and.—Houfes and Canoes burnt.—The Goat deli­
vered up, and Peace reflored%—Some Account of the 
If and, Wc. 

A 
S I d id not give u p m y defign o f t ouch ing at E i m e o , 1777 

at day-break, i n the m o r n i n g o f the 30th, after leav- v. 
September. 

•—' 
i n g Otaheite, I flood for the N o r t h end o f the i f l a n d ; the 
harbour , w h i c h I wi fhed to examine, be ing at that part o f 
it. O m a i , i n his canoe, h a v i n g arr ived there l o n g before 
us, had taken fome neceffary meafures to fhew us the place. 
Howeve r , w c were not wi thou t pilots, h a v i n g feveral m e n 
o f Otaheite on board, and not a few w o m e n . Not c a r i n g to 
trufl ent i rely to thefe guides, I fent two boats to examine 
the h a r b o u r ; and on their m a k i n g the f ignal for fafe an­
chorage, we flood in w i t h the fhips, and anchored clofe u p 
to-the head o f the inlet , i n ten fathoms water, over a bot­
tom of foft m u d , and moored w i t h a hawfer fafl to the 
fhorc. 

T h i s harbour , w h i c h is cal led Taloo, is fituated upon the 
N o r t h fide o f the if land, i n the diftricl: o f Oboonohoo, or 

Poonohoo. 
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i * 7 7 * Poonohoo. It runs i n South , or South by E a i l , between 
September. . , r 

c _ - v — / the h i l l s , above two mi les . For fecuri ty, and goodneis or 
its bot tom, it is not infer ior to any harbour that 1 have met 
w i t h at any o f the iflands i n this ocean ; and it has this ad­
vantage over m o l l o f them, that a fhip can fai l i n and out, 
w i th the r e i g n i n g trade w i n d ; fo that the accefs and recefs 
are equa l ly eafy. The re are feveral r ivulets that fa l l into it. 
T h e one, at the head, is fo confiderable as to admit boats to 
go a quarter o f a m i l e up, where we found the water per­
fectly frefli . Its banks arc covered wi th the pooroo tree, as 
it is called by the natives, w h i c h makes good f i r ing , and 
w h i c h they fet no value upon ; fo that wood and water arc 
to be got here w i t h great fac i l i ty . 

O n the fame fide o f the i i l and , and about two miles to 
the- Eaftward, is the harbour o f Parowroah, m u c h larger 
w i t h i n than that o f Ta loo ; but the entrance, or open ing i n 
the reef (for the whole ifland is furrounded by a reef o f 
coral rock) is confiderably narrower , and lies to leeward o f 
the harbour. Thefe two defects are fo f i n k i n g , that the 
harbour o f Ta loo m u l l a lways have a decided preference. 
It is a l i t t le extraordinary, that I fhould have been three 
times at Otaheite before, and have once fent a boat to 
E i m e o , and yet not k n o w , t i l l now, that there was a har­
bour i n it. O n the contrary, I a lways underftood, there was 
not. Whereas, there arc net on ly the two above ment ioned, 
but one or two more, on the South fide o f the ifland. But 
thefe laft are not fo confiderable as the two we have j u f l de­
fcribed, and o f w h i c h a fketch has been made for the ufe 
o f thofe w h o may fo l l ow us i n fuch a jvoyage. 

W e had no fooner anchored, than the.fhips were c rowded 
w i t h the inhabitants , w h o m curiofity alone b r o u g h t on 
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b o a r d ; for they had n o t h i n g w i t h them for the purpofes of qUI^ 
barter. But , the next m o r n i n g , this deficiency was fup- — 
pl ied ; feveral canoes then a r r i v i n g f rom more diftant parts, 
w h i c h brought w i t h them abundance o f bread-fruit , cocoa-
nuts, and a few hogs. Thefe they exchanged for hatchets, 
nai ls , and beads; for red feathers were not fo m u c h fought 
after here as at Otaheite. T h e (hip be ing a good deal peft-
ered w i t h rats, I hauled her w i t h i n thir ty yards o f the fhore, 
as near as the depth o f water w o u l d a l low, and made 
a path for them to get to the land, by fattening hawfers to 
the trees. It is l a id , that this experiment has fometimes 
fucceeded; but, I believe, wc got clear o f very few, i f any, 
o f the numerous tribe that haunted us. 

In the m o r n i n g of the 2 d , Mahe ine , the C h i e f o f the T W J a y 

if land, paid me a vifit. H e approached the fhip w i t h great 
caut ion, and it required fome pcrfuafion to get h i m o n 
board. Probably, he was under fome apprchenfions o f mi f -
c h i c f f rom us, as friends o f the Otahei teans ; thefe people, 
not be ing able to comprehend, how we can be friends w i t h 
any one, wi thout adopt ing, at the fame t ime, his caufe 
againft his enemies. Mahe ine was accompanied by his 
wi fe , w h o , as I was in fo rmed , is M e r t o O a m o , o f Otaheite, 
o f whofe death we had an account, wh i l e we were at this 
i i l and . I made prefents to both o f them, o f fuch things as 
they feemed to fet the higheft value upon ; and after a ftay 
o f about h a l f an hour , they went away. Not l o n g after, 
they returned w i t h a large hog , which they meant as a re­
tu rn for m y prefent; but I made them another prefent to 
the f u l l value of it. After this, they paid a vifit to Capta in 
C le rke . 

T h i s Chief, who , w i t h a few fol lowers, has made h imfe l f , 
i n a manner , independent o f Otaheite, is between forty and 
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fifty years o ld . H e is ba ld-headed; w h i c h is rather an 
O c t o b e r . 

c—v—^ u n c o m m o n appearance i n thefe iflands, at that age. H e 
wore a k i n d o f turban, and feemed afhamed to fliew his 
head. But , whe ther they themfelvcs confidered this defi­
c iency o f ha i r as a m a r k o f difgrace, or whether they en­
tertained a notion o f ou r confider ing it as fuch, I cannot fay. 
W e judged that the latter fuppofition was the t ru th , f r o m 
this c i rcumflancc , that they had feen us lhave the head o f 
one of their people, w h o m w e had caught Heal ing . T h e y , 
therefore, concluded, that this was the puni fhment u fua l ly 
infl icted by us u p o n a l l th ieves ; and one or two o f ou r 
gen t lemen, whofe heads were not over-bur thened w i t h 
ha i r , we c o u l d obferve, l ay under violent fufpicions o f 
b e i n g tetos. 

In the evening, O m a i and I moun ted on horfeback, and 
took a ride a long the fhore to the Eaf l ward . O u r train was 
not very numerous , as O m a i had forb id the natives to f o l ­
l o w us ; and m a n y compl i ed ; the fear of g i v i n g offence, 
ge t t ing the better o f their curiofity. T o w h a had flationeel 
his fleet i n this harbour ; and t h o u g h the w a r laftcd but a 
few days, the m a r k s o f its devaftation were every where 
to be feen. T h e trees were dr ipped o f their f r u i t ; and a l l 
the houfes i n the ne ighbourhood , had been pu l l ed d o w n or 
burnt . 

H a v i n g employed two or three days i n ge t t ing up a l l our 
fpirit calks, to tar their heads, w h i c h we found neceffary, to 
fave them f rom the efforts o f a fma l l infect to deflroy them, 

Monday6, W e hau led the fhip off into the ftream, on the 6th i n the 
m o r n i n g , in t end ing to put to fea the next d a y ; but an acc i ­
dent happened that prevented it, and gave me a good deal 
of trouble. W c had fent our goats afliore, i n the day t ime, 
to graze , w i t h two m e n to look after them ; no twi th f land ing 
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w h i c h precaution, the natives had contrived to Meal one of *tt7> 
1 October. 

t hem this evening . T h e lofs o f this goat w o u l d have been ' — -
o f l i t t le confequencc, i f it had not interfered w i t h m y 
v iews o f f l ock ing other iflands w i t h thefe an imals ; but 
this be ing the cafe, it became ncceffary to recover i t , i f pof-
fiblc. T h e next m o r n i n g , we got intel l igence, that it had Tuefday7« 
been carried to M a h e i n e , the Chief, w h o was, at this t ime, 
at Pa rowroah harbour . T w o o ld m e n offered to conduci: 
any of m y people, w h o m I m i g h t t h i n k proper to fend to 
h i m , to b r i n g back the goat. A c c o r d i n g l y , I difpatched 
t h e m i n a boat, charged w i t h a threatening menage to 
M a h e i n e , i f the goat was not immed ia t e ly g iven u p to me, 
and alfo the thief . 

It was on ly the day before, that this C h i e f had requeued 
m e to give h i m two goats. But , as I cou ld not fpare them, 
unlcfs at the cxpence o f other iflands, that m i g h t never 
have another oppor tuni ty to get any, and had, befides, 
heard that there were already two upon this ifland, I d i d 
not gratify h i m . However , to fhew m y i n c l i n a t i o n to affift 
his views i n this refpecf, I defired T idooa , an Otaheite Ch ie f , 
w h o was prefent, to beg Otoo, i n m y name, to fend two o f 
thefe animals to Mahe ine ; and, by w a y o f i n fu r ing a c o m ­
pliance w i t h this rcquefl , I fent to Otoo, by this Chief, a 
large piece o f red feathers, equal to the value o f the two 
goats that I requi red . I expected that this arrangement 
w o u l d have been fatisfactory to Mahe ine , and a l l the other 
Chiefs o f the i i l and j but the event m e w e d that 1 was 
mif taken. 

Not t h i n k i n g , that any one w o u l d dare to Real a fecond, at 
the very t ime 1 was t a k i n g meafures to recover the firfl , 
the goats were put afhore again this m o r n i n g ; and i n the 
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1777- evening a boat was fent to brins; them on board. As our 
October. ° ° 

, 1 people were ge t t ing them into the boat, one was carried off 
undiscovered. It be ing immedia te ly miffed, I made no 
doubt o f r ecover ing it wi thout m u c h trouble, as there had 
not been time to carry it to any confiderable diflance. T e n 
or twelve o f the natives fet out, foon after, different ways, 
to b r i n g it back, or to look for it ; for not one of them 
w o u l d o w n that it was Rolen, but a l l tried to perfuadc us, 
that it had ft rayed into the w o o d s ; and, indeed, I thought 
fo myfelf . I was convinced to the contrary, however, w h e n 
I found that not one o f thofe w h o went i n purfuit o f it, re­
turned ; fo that their on ly v i ew was to amufe me, t i l l their 
pr ize was beyond m y reach ; and n ight c o m i n g on, put a 
flop to a l l farther fearch, A b o u t this t ime, the boat re­
turned w i t h the other goat, b r i n g i n g alfo one of the m e n 
w h o had ftolen i t ; the firfl inflance of the k i n d that I had 
met w i t h amongf l thefe iflands. 

W c d n e f . 8. T h e next m o r n i n g , I found that mof l o f the inhabitants 
i n the ne ighbourhood , had moved off ; c a r r y i n g w i th them 
a corpfe w h i c h lay on a toopapaoo oppofitc the f h i p ; and that 
Mahe ine h i m f e l f had retired to the mofl diflant part o f the 
if land. It feemed now no longer doubt fu l , that a p lan had 
been la id to fleal what I had refufed to give ; and that, 
t h o u g h they had reflored one, they were refolvcd to keep 
the other ; w h i c h was a fhc-goat, and b i g w i t h k i d . I was 
equa l ly fixed i n m y refolut ion that they fhould not keep it. 
I, therefore, applied to the two old m e n w h o had been i n -
ftrumental in ge t t ing back the firfl. T h e y told me, that this 
had been carried to Watea, a diflrict on the South fide o f the 
if land, by Hartioa, the C h i e f o f that p lace ; but that, i f I 
w o u l d fend any body for it, it w o u l d be del ivered up. T h e y 
offered to conduct fome of m y people crofs the i f land; but 
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on m y l ea rn ing f rom them, that a boat m i g h t go and re- '777* 
° tj u October. 

t u rn the fame day, I fent one, w i t h two petty officers, M r . < „ — * 
Roberts and M r . Shut t lewor th ; one to r e ma in w i t h the boat, 
i n cafe fhe could not get to the place, w h i l e the other 
fhould go w i t h the guides, and one or two of our people. 

Late in the evening, the boat returned, and the officers 
i n fo rmed me, that after proceeding as far i n the boat as 
rocks and fhoals w o u l d permit , M r . Shut t lewor th , w i t h two 
marines , and one o f the guides , landed and travelled to 
Watca , to the houfe o f H a m o a , where the people o f the 
place amufed them for fome t ime, by t e l l ing them, that the 
goat w o u l d foon be brought , and pretended they had fent 
for it. It however never c a m e ; and the approach o f n ight 
ob l iged M r . Shu t t l ewor th to re turn to the boat wi thout it. 

I was now very forry, that I had proceeded fo f a r ; as I 
cou ld not retreat w i t h any tolerable credit, and wi thout g i v ­
i n g encouragement to the people o f the other iflands we had 
yet to vifir, to rob us w i t h impun i ty . I afked O m a i and the 
two old men , what methods I fhould next take ; and they, 
wi thou t hefitation, advifed me to go w i t h a party o f m e n 
into the country , and moot every foul I fhould meet w i t h . 
T h i s bloody counfel I cou ld not f o l l o w ; but I refolved to 
m a r c h a party o f m e n crofs the i f l a n d ; and, at day-break T h u r f d a y 9 . 

the next m o r n i n g , fet out w i t h thirty-five o f m y people, ac­
companied by one o f the old men , by O m a i , and three or four 
o f his attendants. At the fame t ime, I ordered Lieutenant 
W i l l i a m f o n , w i t h three armed boats, round the Weflern part 
o f the if land, to meet us. 

I had no fooner landed w i t h m y party, than the few natives 
w h o ftill remained in the ne ighbourhood, fled before us. T h e 
firfl man that we met w i t h upon our march , r u n fome rifk o f 
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1777. his l ife ; for O m a i , the moment he faw h i m , afked me i f he 
October. 

v—%—-j m o u l d flioot h i m ; fo f u l l y was he perfuaded, that I was 
g o i n g to carry his advice into execution. 1 immedia te ly or­
dered both h i m and our guide to make it k n o w n , that I 
d id not in tend to hurt , m u c h lefs to k i l l , a fmgle native. 
Thefe g lad t idings flew before us l i ke l i g h t n i n g , and flop­
ped the f l ight o f the inhabitants ; fo that no one quitted his 
houfe, or employment , afterward. 

As we began to afcend the r idge o f h i l l s over w h i c h lay 
ou r road, we got in te l l igence, that the goat had been 
carr ied that way before us and, as w c underftood, c o u l d 
not, as yet, have paffed the h i l l s ; fo that we marched up , 
i n great filencc, i n hopes o f furpr i fmg the party w h o were 
bear ing off the p r i ze . But w h e n we had got to the upper-
mof l plantat ion on the fide o f the r idge, the people there 
told us, that what we were i n fcarch of had, indeed, been 
kept there the firfl n igh t , but had been carried, the next 
m o r n i n g , to Watea, by H a m o a . W e then croffed the r idge 
w i thou t m a k i n g any further i n q u i r y , t i l l we came w i t h i n 
fight o f Watea, where fome people fhe wed us I l a m o a s 
houfe, and told us, that the goat was there; fo thfFt I made 
no doubt o f ge t t ing it immed ia t e ly upon m y ar r iva l . But 
w h e n I reached the houfe, to m y very great furprize, the 
f ew people w c met w i t h denied that they had ever feen it, or 
k n e w any t h i n g about i t ; even H a m o a h i m f e l f came, and 
made the fame declarat ion. 

O n our firfl c o m i n g to the place, I obferved feveral m e n 
r u n n i n g to and fro i n the woods, w i t h clubs and bundles o f 
darts i n their h a n d s ; and O m a i , w h o fo l lowed them, had 
fome Hones t h rown at h i m ; fo that it feemed as i f they had 
intended to oppofe any Hep I fhould take, by force; but on 
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feeing m y party was too ftrong, had dropped the defign. I &Pfar 

was confirmed i n this not ion, by obferving, that a l l their v _ — » 
houfes were empty . A f e r get t ing a few o f the people o f 
the place together, I defired O m a i to expoftulate w i t h t hem 
on the abfurdity o f the conduci: they were p u r f u i n g ; and to 
tel l them, that, f rom the tef l imony o f m a n y on w h o m I 
cou ld depend, I was w e l l affured, that the goat was i n their 
poffcf l ion; and, therefore, infi l led upon its b e i n g del ivered 
up , otherwife I w o u l d b u r n their houfes and canoes. Bur , 
no twi th f l and ing a l l that I or O m a i cou ld fay, they cont i ­
nued to deny their h a v i n g any knowledge o f it. T h e con-
fequence was, that I fet fire to fix or eight houfes, w h i c h 
were prcfently confumed, w i t h two or three war-canoes that 
l ay cont iguous to them. T h i s done, 1 marched off to j o i n 
the boats, w h i c h were about feven or eight mi les f r o m u s ; 
and , i n our way, w e burn t fix more war-canoes, wi thou t any 
one at tempting to oppofe us ; on the contrary, m a n y aflift-
ed, though , probably, more out o f fear than good -wi l l . I n 
one place, O m a i , w h o had advanced a l i t t le before, came 
back w i t h in format ion , that a great m a n y m e n were ge t t ing 
together to attack us. W e made ready to receive t hem ; 
but , inflead o f enemies, we found petitioners w i t h p l a n ­
tain-trees in their hands, w h i c h they l a id d o w n at m y feet, 
and begged that I w o u l d fpare a canoe that lay clofe by ; 
w h i c h I readi ly compl ied w i t h . 

A t length , about four i n the afternoon, we got to the 
boats, that were w a i t i n g at Whar ra radc , the diftrieT be long­
i n g to Tiara taboonoue; but this Chief , as w e l l as a l l the 
p r inc ipa l people o f the place, had fled to the h i l l s ; t h o u g h 
I touched not a fingle t h i n g that was their property, 
as they were the friends o f Otoo. Af te r re f l ing ourfelves 
here about an hour , we fet out for the fhips, where we ar-

5 r ived 
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1777. r ived about e ight o 'clock i n the evening;. A t that t ime, no 
w ' account o f the goat had been r ece ived ; fo that the opera­

tions o f this day had not produced the defired effect. 
F n d a y 10. E a r l y next m o r n i n g , I difpatched one o f Omai ' s men to 

Mahe ine , w i t h this peremptory meffage, that, i f he p e r i l l ­
ed i n his refufal, I w o u l d not leave h i m a fmgle canoe u p o n 
the ifland, and that he m i g h t expect a cont inua t ion of hofti-
l i t ics as l o n g as the f lolcn a n i m a l r emained i n his poffef-
fion. A n d , that the meflenger m i g h t fee that I was in carne l l , 
before he left me, I fent the carpenter to break up three or 
four canoes that lay afhore at the head of the harbour. T h e 
p l ank was carr ied on board, as materials for b u i l d i n g a 
houfe for O m a i , at the place where he intended to fettle. 
I af terward went, properly accompanied, to the next har­
bour, where we broke up three or four more canoes, and 
burn t an equal n u m b e r ; and then returned on board about 
feven i n the even ing . On m y a r r iva l , I found that the goat 
had been brought back, about h a l f an hour before; and, 
on i nqu i ry , it appeared that it had come f rom the very 
place where I had been told, the day before, by the i n h a ­
bitants, that they k n e w n o t h i n g o f it. But i n confequence 
o f the meffage I fent to the C h i e f i n the m o r n i n g , it was 
judged prudent to trifle w i t h me no longer . 

T h u s ended this t roublefomc, and rather unfortunate, b u -
finefs ; w h i c h cou ld not be more regretted on the part o f the 
natives, than it was on mine . A n d it grieved me to reflect, 
that, after refufmg the pre f l ing felicitations of m y friends 
at Otaheite to favour their invafion of this if land, I m o u l d , 
fo foon, find myfe l f reduced to the ncceffity o f e n g a g i n g i n 
hofli l i t ies againfl its inhabitants , w h i c h , perhaps, d id them 
more mi fch i e f than they had ful lered f rom Towha ' s expe­
d i t ion . 
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T h e next m o r n i n g , our intercourfe w i t h the natives was 
r e n e w e d ; and fevcral canoes brought , to the fhips, bread- * — — ' 
f ru i t and cocoa-nuts to bar ter ; f rom whence it was na tura l " a u i u l ) 1 

for m c to d raw this conclufion, that they were confeious it 
was their o w n fault , i f I had treated them w i t h feverity ; 
a n d that the caufe o f m y difpleafurc be ing removed, they 
had a f u l l confidence that no further m i f c h i e f w o u l d enfue. 
A b o u t nine o 'clock, we we ighed w i t h a breeze d o w n the 
harbour ; but it proved fo faint and variable , that it was noon 
before we got out to fea, w h e n I fleered for H u a h c i n e , at­
tended by O m a i i n his canoe. H e d id not depend ent i re ly 
u p o n his o w n judgmen t , but had got on board a pi lot . I 
obferved, that they fhaped as direct a courfe for the i f land 
as I cou ld do. 

A t E i m e o we abundant ly fuppl ied the fhips w i t h fire­
wood . W c had not taken i n any at Otaheite, where the 
p r o c u r i n g this article w o u l d have been very inconven ien t ; 
there not be ing a tree at Matava i , but what is ufeful to the 
inhabitants. W e alfo got here good flore o f refreshments, 
bo th i n hogs and vegetables; that is, bread-fruit and cocoa-
nuts ; l i t t le elfe be ing i n feafon. I do not k n o w that there 
i s any difference between the produce o f this ifland and o f 
Otaheite ; but there is a very f l r i k i n g difference in their w o ­
m e n , that I can by no means account for, Thofe o f E i m e o 
are o f l o w flature, have a dark h u e ; and, i n general , for­
b i d d i n g features'. I f we met w i t h a fine w o m a n amongf l 
t hem, we were fure, upon enqu i ry , to find that flic had 
come f r o m fome other ii land* 

T h e general appearance o f E i m e o is very different f rom 
that o f Otaheite. T h e latter r i f ing i n one flcep h i l l y body, has 
l i t t le l o w land, except fome deep valleys ; and the flat bor -
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der that Surrounds the greatcfl part o f it, toward the fea. 
E i m e o , on the contrary, lias h i l l s r u n n i n g i n different d i ­
rections, w h i c h , are very ftecp and rugged , l eav ing , i n 
the interfpaces, very large val leys , and g e n t l y - r i f i n g 
grounds about their fides. Thefe h i l l s , t hough of a r o c k y 
difpofition, are, i n general , covered, a l m o i l to their tops, 
w i t h trees ; but the lower parts, on the fides, f requent ly 
on ly w i t h fern. A t the bot tom o f the harbour, where we 
lay , the g r o u n d rifes gent ly to the foot o f the h i l l s w h i c h 
r u n acrofs near ly i n the midd le o f the ifland ; but its flat 
border, on each fide, at a very fma l l diflance f rom the fea, 
becomes quite fleep. T h i s gives it a romant ic eafl, w h i c h 
renders it a profpecT fuperior to any t h i n g we faw at Otar 
heite. T h e fo i l , about the l o w grounds , is a y c l l o w i f h and 
pretty f l i ff m o u l d ; but, u p o n the lower h i l l s , it is b lacker 
and more loofe: and the ftone that compofes the h i l l s is*, 
w h e n b roken , o f a b lue i fh colour, but not very c o m p a c t 
texture, w i t h fome particles o f glimmer interfperfed. Thefe 
part iculars feem wor thy o f obfervation. Perhaps the reader 
w i l l t h ink differently o f m y judgmen t , w h e n I add, that, 
near the flation of our fhips, were two large floncs, or r a ­
ther rocks, conce rn ing w h i c h the natives have fome Super-
flitious notions. T h e y confider them as Eatooas, or D i v i ­
nities ; fay ing , that they are brother and fjfler, and that they 
came, by fome Supernatural means, f rom Ul ie tea . 
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c n A p. vi. 
Arrival at Huaheine.—Council of the Chiefs.—Omais 

Offerings, and Speech to the Chiefs.—His Eflablifj-
mcnt in this If and agreed to.—A Houfe built, and 
Garden planted for him.—Singularity of his Situation, 
—Meafures taken to infure his Safety.—Damage done 
by Cock-roaches on board the Ships.—A Thief detected 
and pun fed.—Fire-works exhibited.—Animals left 
with Omai.—His Family.—Weapons.',—Infcription on 
his Houfe.—His Behaviour on the Ship's leaving the 
Ifland.—Summary Fiew of his Conduct and Character. 
—Account of the two New 7*ealand Youths. 

H 
A V I N G left E i m e o , w i t h a gentle breeze and fine 

° O d o b c r . 
weather, ,at day-break, the next m o r n i n g , we faw 

H u a h e i n e , extending f r o m South Weft by Weft, h a l f Weft, 
to Weft by Nor th . A t noon, we anchored at the N o r t h en­
trance o f Owhar re harbour *, w h i c h is on the Weft l ide o f 
the if land. T h e w h o l e afternoon was fpent in w a r p i n g 
the fhips into a proper b i r th , and m o o r i n g . O m a i entered 
the ha rbour juft before us, i n his canoe, but d id not l and . 
N o r d id he take m u c h notice of any of his count rymen, 
t hough many crowded to fee h i m ; but far more o f t h e m 
came off to the fhips, i n f o m u c h that we could ha rd ly 
w o r k on account o f their numbers . O u r paffengcrs prc -

* See a plan of this harbour in Hawkefworth's Collection, V o l . i i . p. 248. 
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oaober U 2 n t ^ y acquainted t h e m w i t h wha t we had done at E i m e o , 
» >—j and m u l t i p l i e d the n u m b e r o f houfes and canoes that we 

had deflroycd, by ten at lead. I was not forry for this ex­
aggerated accoun t ; as I faw, that it made a great impref -
fion upon a l l w h o heard i t ; fo that I had hopes it w o u l d 
induce the inhabitants of this ifland to behave better to us, 
than they had done d u r i n g m y former vifits. 

W h i l e I was at Otaheite, I had learned that m y o ld f r iend 
Orcc was no longer the C h i e f o f H u a h e i n e ; and that, at 
this t ime, he rcfidcd at Ul ie tea . Indeed, he never had been 
more than regent d u r i n g the m i n o r i t y o f Taireetareea, the 
prefent Earee rahle; but he d id not give up the regency, t i l l 
he was forced. H i s two fons, Opoony and T o w h a , were the 
jirft w h o paid m e a vifit, c o m i n g on board before the fhip 
was w e l l i n the harbour , and b r i n g i n g a prefent w i t h 
them. 

O u r a r r iva l b rought a i l the p r inc ipa l people c f the if land 
M o n d a y 15. to our fhips, on the next m o r n i n g , be ing the 13th. T h i s 

was j u f l what I wifhed, as it was h i g h t ime to t h ink o f fet­
t l i ng O m a i ; and the prefence of thefe Chiefs , I guefTed, 
w o u l d enable me to do it i n the mofl Satisfactory manner . 
H e n o w feemed to have an inc l ina t ion to eflablifh h i m f e l f 
at U l i e t e a ; and i f he and I could have agreed about the 
mode o f b r i n g i n g that p lan to bear, I fhould have had no 
objection to adopt it. H i s father had been difpoffeffed by 
the m e n of Bolabola , w h e n they conquered Ul ie tea , o f fome 
land i n that i i l a n d ; and 1 made no doubt o f be ing able to 
get it reflored to the fon i n an amicable manner . For that 
purpofe it was ncceffary, that he fhould be upon good terms 
w i t h thofe w h o n o w were mailers o f the ifland ; but he was 
too great a patriot to l i f len to any fuch t h i n g \ and was 
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va in enough to fuppofe, that I w o u l d reinflatc h i m i n his ^ t f * 
forfeited lands by force. T h i s made it impoffible to fix h i m *—-v——* 
at Ulietea, and pointed out to me Huahe ine as the proper 
place. I, therefore, refolvcd to avai l m y f e l f of the prefence 
o f the ch ie f m e n o f the ifland, and to make this propofal to 
them. 

Af te r the h u r r y o f the m o r n i n g was over, we got ready to 
pay a f o r m a l -vifit to Taireetareca, m e a n i n g then to in t ro ­
duce this bufinefs. O m a i dreffed h i m f e l f very properly o n 
the occafion ; and prepared a handfome prefent for the C h i e f 
h imfel f , and another for h is Eatooa. Indeed, after he had 
got clear o f the gang that furrounded h i m at Otaheite, he 
behaved with fuch prudence as to ga in refpect. O u r l and­
i n g d rew mofl: o f our viliters f rom the fh ips ; and they, as 
w e l l as thofe that were on more , aiTcmbled i n a large houfe. 
T h e concourfe o f people, on this occafion, was very great ; 
and, amongfl: t hem, there appeared to be a greater propor­
t ion o f perfonable men and w o m e n than w c had ever feen 
i n one aflembly at any o f thefe new iflands. Not on ly the 
b u l k o f the people feemed, i n general , m u c h ftouter and 
fairer than thofe o f Otaheite, but there was alfo a m u c h 
greater n u m b e r o f m e n w h o appeared to be of confequence, 
i n proport ion to the extent o f the ifland ; mof l o f w h o m had 
exactly the corpulent appearance of the Chiefs o f Wateeo. 
W e wai ted fome t ime for Taireetareca, as I w o u l d do no­
t h i n g t i l l the Earce rahic came ; but w h e n he appeared, I 
f ound that his prefence m i g h t have been difpenfed w i t h , as 
he was not above e ight or ten years o f age. O m a i , w h o -
Hood at a l i t t le diflance f rom this circle o f great m e n , be­
gan w i t h m a k i n g his offering to the Gods, conf id ing o f red 
feathers, c loth, &c. T h e n fo l lowed another offering, w h i c h 
was -to be g iven to the Gods by the C h i e f j and, after that, 

£ feveral 



feveral other fma l l pieces and tufts o f red feathers were pre­
fented. E a c h article was la id before one o f the company , 
who , I under l ined , was a pr ied , and was delivered w i t h a 
fet fpecch or prayer, fpoken by one o f Omai ' s friends, w h o 
fa r by h m , but mot l ly dictated by h imfe l f . In thefe prayers, 
he did not forget his friends i n E n g l a n d , nor thofe w h o had 
brought h i m Safe back. T h e Earee rahie no Tretanc, L o r d 
Sandwich Toote, Tatee*, were ment ioned in every one o f 
them. W h e n Omai 's offerings and prayers were fmifhed, 
the pr icf l took each article, i n the fame order i n w h i c h it 
had been la id before h i m , and after repeating a prayer, fent 
it to the moral; w h i c h , as O m a i told us, was at a great 
diflance, otherwise the offerings w o u l d have been made 
there. 

Thefe rel igious ceremonies h a v i n g been performed, O m a i 
fat d o w n by me, and we entered upon bufmefs, by g i v i n g 
the y o u n g C h i e f m y prefent, and rece iv ing his i n return ; 
and, a l l things confidcrcd, they were l ibera l enough , on 
both fides. Some arrangements were next agreed upon, as 
to the manner of ca r ry ing on the intercourfe betwixt us ; 
and I pointed out the mifch icvous confequences that w o u l d 
attend their robb ing us, as they had done d u r i n g m y former 
vifits. Omai 's eflablifhmcnt was then propofed to the af-
femblcd Chiefs . 

H e acquainted them, " Tha t he had been carried by us 
into our country , where he was wel l received by the great 
K i n g and his Earees, and treated w i t h every m a r k o f regard 
and affection, w h i l e he ftaid amongf l u s ; that he had been 
brought back again , enr iched, by our l iberal i ty , w i t h a va ­
riety of articles, w h i c h w o u l d prove very ufeful to his 

* Cook and Clerke. 

7 count ry-



c o u n t r y m e n ; and that, befides the two horfes w h i c h were 
October. 

to remain w i t h h i m , fevcral other new and valuable an i - 1 —-
mals had been left at Otaheite, w h i c h w o u l d foon m u l t i p l y , 
and furn i fh a fufficicnt n u m b e r for the ufe o f a l l the iflands 
i n the ne ighbourhood . H e then fignified to them, that it 
was my. carncft requcft, i n re turn for a l l m y friendly offices, 
that they w o u l d g ive h i m a piece o f land, to b u i l d a houfe 
upon, and to raife provifions for h i m f e l f and fervants ; add­
i n g , that, i f this could not be obtained for h i m in Huahe ine , 
either by gift or by purchafe, I was determined to carry h i m 
to Ulie tea , and fix h i m there." 

Perhaps I have here made a better fpeech for m y fr iend; 
than he actual ly de l ive red ; but thefe were the topics I d i c ­
tated to h i m . I obferved, that what he concluded w i t h , 
about ca r ry ing h i m to Ul ie tea , feemed to meet w i t h the ap^ 
probation of a l l the Chiefs ; and I inf lan t ly faw the reafon. 
O m a i had, as I have already ment ioned, v a i n l y flattered 
himfel f , that I meant to ufe force i n reftoring h i m to his 
father's lands i n Ulietea, and he had talked id ly , and w i t h * 
out any author i ty f rom me, on this fubject, to fome of the 
prefent a f l embly ; w h o dreamed of no th ing lefs than a hof-
tile inva l ion of Ulietea. a n d o f be ing affiiled by me to dr ive 
the Bolabola m e n out o f that ifland. It was o f confequence, 
therefore, that 1 m o u l d undeceive them ; and, i n order to 
this, I fignified, i n the mof l peremptory manner , that I n e i ­
ther w o u l d a l M them i n f u c h an enterprize, nor fuffer i t to 
be put i n execution, wh i l e . I was i n their fcas; and that, i f 
O m a i fixed h i m i e i f i n Ul ie tea , he muft be introduced as a 
f r iend , and not forced u p o n the Bo labo la m e n as their 
conqueror . 

T h i s declaration gave a n e w turn to the fentiments o f the 

counc i l . One o f the Chiefs immedia te ly expreffed h i m f e l f 
to 



(\-iobcr t o t n i s C i ^ ^ : " T * i a t m e w n o l e if land o f Huahe ine , and 
v — e v e r y t h i n g i n it, were m i n e ; and that, therefore, 1 m i g h t 

give what port ion o f it I pleafed to m y f r i end . " O m a i , who , 
l i k e the reft o f his coun t rymen , feldom fees things beyond 
the prefent moment , was great ly pleafed to hear t h i s ; 
t h i n k i n g , no doubt, that I fhould be very l ibera l , and give 
h i m enough . But to offer what it w o u l d have been i m ­
proper to accept, I confidercd as offering no th ing at a l l ; and, 
therefore, I n o w defircd, that they w o u l d not on ly aflign the 
par t icu lar fpot, but alfo the exact quant i ty o f l and , w h i c h 
they w o u l d allot for the fettlcment. U p o n this , fome Chiefs, 
w h o had already left the af iembly, were fent for ; and, after 
a fhort con fu t a t i on a m o n g themfelvcs, m y requeft was 
granted b y general confent ; and the g round immedia t e ly 
pi tched upon, adjoining to the houfe where our mee t ing 
was held . T h e extent, a long the fhore o f the harbour , was 
about two hundred yards ; and its depth, to the foot o f the 
h i l l , fomewhat m o r e ; but a propor t ional part o f the h i l l 
was inc luded i n the grant. 

T h i s bufinefs be ing fettled to the fatisfaction o f a l l par­
ties, I fet u p a tent afhore, eftablifhed a po l l , and erected the 
obfervatorics. T h e carpenters o f both fhips were alfo fet to 
w o r k , to b u i l d a fma l l houfe for O m a i , i n w h i c h he m i g h t 
fecurc the European commodit ies that were his property. 
A t the fame t ime, fome hands were employed i n m a k i n g a 
garden for his ufe, p l an t i ng fhaddocks, vines, pine-apples, 
melons , and the feeds o f feveral other vegetable art icles; a l l 
o f w h i c h 1 had the fatisfaction o f obferving to be i n a f l o u -
r i f h i n g ftate before I left the ifland. 

O m a i now began fer ioui ly to attend to h i s o w n aftairs.5 

.and repented hear t i ly o f his i l l - judged prodiga l i ty w h i l e at 
Otaheite. 
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Otaheite. H e found at Huahe ine , a brother, a filter, and a 
bro ther - in- law ; the filler be ing marr ied . But thefe d i d not 
p lunder h i m , as he had lately been by his other relat ions. 
I was forry, however , to difeover, that, though they were 
too hone l l to do h i m any in ju ry , they were o f too l i t t le c o n -
Sequence i n the ifland to do h i m any pofuive good. T h e y 
had neither authori ty nor influence to protect his perfon, or 
his property ; and, i n that helplcfs fituation, I had reafon 
to apprehend, that he r u n great r ifk of be ing flr ipped o f 
every t h i n g he had got f rom us, as foon as he m o u l d ceafe 
to have us w i t h i n his reach, to enforce the good behaviour 
o f his coun t rymen , by an immedia te appeal to our i r r e -
i i f l ib lc power. 

A m a n w h o is r icher than his ne ighbours is fure to be en­
v ied , by numbers w h o w i f l i to fee h i m brought d o w n to 
their o w n level . But i n countries where c i v i l i z a t i o n , l a w , 
a; d r e l ig ion , impofc their restraints, the r i c h have a reafon-
ablc g r o u n d of fecurity. A n d , bcfulcs, there being, in a l l 
fuch communi t ies , a diffufion of property, no fingle i n d i v i ­
d u a l need fear, that the efforts o f a l l the poorer fort can ever 
be uni ted to injure h i m , exclufively o f others w h o are 
equa l ly the objects o f envy . It was very different w i t h 
O m a i . H e was to l ive amongf l thofe w h o arc l trangcrs, i n 
a great meafurc, to any other pr inciple o f action befides the 
immedia te impul fe o f their na tura l feel ings. But , wha t 
was his p r inc ipa l danger, he was to be placed i n the very 
l i ngu la r fituation, o f be ing the on ly r i c h man i n the c o m ­
m u n i t y to w h i c h he was to belong. A n d h a v i n g , by a for­
tunate connect ion w i t h us, got into his poflcflion an accu ­
mula ted quant i ty o f a fpecics o f trcafure w h i c h none of his 
coun t rymen cou ld create by any art or induf l ry o f their 
o w n ; w h i l e a l l coveted a fhare o f this envied weal th , i t 
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 w a s n a t u r a ^ t 0 apprehend, that a l l w o u l d be ready to j o i n i n 

-N 1 a t tempt ing to ftrip its folc proprietor. 

T o prevent this, i f poi l ib le , I advifed h i m to m a k e a p ro ­
per distr ibution o f fome o f h is moveables, to two or three 
of the p r inc ipa l Chiefs j who , b e i n g thus gratified t h e m ­
felvcs, m i g h t be induced to take h i m under their patronage, 
and protect h i m f rom the injuries o f others. H e promifed 
to fo l low m y adv ice ; and I heard, w i t h fatisfaction, before 
1 failed, that this very prudent Hep had been taken. Not 
t ru f l ing , however , ent i re ly to the operations o f grati tude, I 
had recourfe to the more forcible mot ive o f in t imida t ion . 
W i t h this v i ew, I took every oppor tuni ty o f n o t i f y i n g to the 
inhabitants , that it was m y in tent ion to re turn to their 
i i l and again , after be ing abfent the ufual t i m e ; and that, i f 
I d id not find O m a i i n the fame State o f Security i n w h i c h I 
was n o w to leave h i m , a l l thofe w h o m I m o u l d then dif-
cover to have been h is enemies, m i g h t expect to feel the 
we igh t o f m y refentmcnt. T h i s threatening declarat ion 
w i l l , probably, have no inconfidcrable effect. For our fuccef-
five vifus o f late years have taught thefe people to believe, 
that our fhips are to re turn at certain periods; and w h i l e 
they continue to be imprefTed w i t h fuch a not ion, w h i c h I 
thought it a fair Stratagem to confirm, O m a i has fome 
profpect o f be ing permitted to thrive upon his new plant­
at ion. 

W h i l e we lay i n this harbour, we carr ied afliore the bread, 
r e m a i n i n g i n the bread-room, to clear it o f ve rmin . T h e 
n u m b e r o f cock-roaches that infe i led the fhip, at this t ime, 
is incredible . T h e damage they* d id us was very confider­
able ; and every method devifed by us to deflroy them 
proved ineffectual. Thefe an imals , w h i c h , at firft, were a 
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nuifance, l i ke a l l other infects, had now become a real pef l ; JJ7J< 
1 October. 

and fo destructive, that few things were free f rom their ra - >—„-
vages. If food o f any k i n d was expofed, on ly for a few 
minutes , it was covered w i t h them ; and they foon pi.crced 
it f u l l o f holes, re fembl ing a honeycomb. T h e y were par­
t i cu la r ly deltrudrive to birds, w h i c h had been Huffed and 
preferved as cur iofn ies ; and, what was worfe, were u n c o m ­
m o n l y fond of i n k ; fo that the w r i t i n g on the labels, fatt­
ened to different articles, was quite eaten o u t ; and the on ly 
t h i n g that preferved books f rom them, w».s the clofenefs o f 
the b ind ing , w h i c h prevented thefe devourers get t ing be­
tween the leaves. A c c o r d i n g to M r . Andcrfon's obferva­
tions, they were o f two forts, the blatta orient alls, and ger~ 
manica. T h e flrtt o f thefe had been carr ied home i n the 
fhip f rom her former voyage, where they wi thf lood the Se­
veri ty o f the hard win te r i n 1776, t hough fhe was i n dock 
a l l the t ime. T h e others had on ly made their appearance 
Since our l eav ing N e w Zea land ; but had increafed fo fait, 
that they n o w not on ly d id a l l the mi f ch i e f ment ioned 
above, but had even got amongf l the r i g g i n g ; fo that w h e n 
a fail was loofened, thoufands o f t hem fe l l upon the decks. 
T h e orient ales, t hough i n infinite numbers , fcarcely came 
out but i n the night , w h e n they made every t h i n g i n the 
cabins feem as i f i n mot ion , f rom the part icular noife i n 
c r a w l i n g about. A n d , befides their difagreeable appear­
ance, they d id great m i f c h i e f to our bread, w h i c h was fo 
befpattcrcd w i t h their excrement, that it w o u l d have been 
badly rcl i fhed by delicate feeders. 

T h e intercourfe of trade, and f r iendly offices, was carried 
on , between us and the natives, w i thou t be ing dif lurbed by 
any one acc iden t t i l l the evening o f the 2 3 d , w h e n a m a n Wedoef, 22. 

found means to get into M r . Bayly 's obfervatory, and to 
O 2 carry 



'777- carry ofT a fextant, unobfcrvcd. As foon as I was made ac-
O c t o b e r . * 

v—-v-—' qua in ted w i t h the theft, I went afhorc, and got O m a i to ap­
p ly to the Chiefs , to procure reftitution. H e d id fo ; but 
they took no Heps toward it, be ing more attentive to a beeva, 
that was then act ing, t i l l I ordered the performers o f the 
exhib i t ion to defift. T h e y were now convinced, that I was 
i n earned, and began to m a k e fome enqu i ry after the thief, 
w h o was f i n ing i n the midft o f them, quite unconcerned, 
i n f o m u c h that I was i n great doubt o f h i s be ing the g u i l t y 
pcrfon ; efpecially as he denied it. O m a i , however, a l lu r ­
i n g me that l ie was the m a n , I fent h i m on board the fhip, 
and there confined h i m . T h i s raifed a general ferment 
amongf l the aflembled na t ives ; and the whole body fled, i n 
fpite o f a l l m y endeavours to flop them. H a v i n g employed 
O m a i to examine the prifoner, w i t h fome difficulty he was 
b rough t to confefs where he had h i d the fextant; bur, as it 

T h o r r j a y 2 3 . was n o w dark, we cou ld not find it t i l l day - l igh t the next 
m o r n i n g , w h e n it was brought back u n h u r t . After this, 
the natives recovered f rom their f r ight , and began to gather 
about us as ufua l . A n d , as to the thief, he appear ing to 
be a hardened fcoundrel , I punifhed h i m more feverely than 
I had ever done any one cu lp r i t before. Beiides h a v i n g his 
head and beard fhaved, I ordered both his ears to be cut 
off, and then difmifled h i m . 

T h i s , however , d id not deter h i m f rom g i v i n g us farther 

Saturday 1$, 

t r o u b l e ; for, i n the n ight between the 24th and 2 5 t h , a ge­
nera l a l a rm was fpread, occafioned, as was faid, by one of 
our goats b e i n g f lolcn by this very man . O n examinat ion , 
we found, that a l l was fafe i n that quarter. Probably , the 
goats were fo w e l l guarded, that he could not put his de­
fign i n execution. But his ho i l i l i t i cs had fucceeded againfl 
another object; and it appeared, that he had deflroyed and 
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carried ofF feveral vines and cabbaee-plants i n Omai ' s 1777-
& * Oftober. 

grounds j and he pub l i c ly threatened to k i l l h i m , and to * u — 
b u r n his houfe, as foon as we m o u l d leave the if land. T o 
prevent the fel low's d o i n g me and O m a i any more mifchief , 
I had h i m feized, and confined again on board the fhip, 
w i t h a v iew of ca r ry ing h i m off the ifland ; and it feemed 
to give general fatisfaction to the Chie fs , that I meant thus 
to difpofe o f h i m . H e was f rom B o l a b o l a ; but there were 
too many of the natives here ready to affift h i m i n any o f 
his defigns, whenever he i h o u l d t h ink of execut ing them. 
I had always met w i t h more troublefome people i n Huahe ine , 
than i n any other of the n e i g h b o u r i n g i f lands ; and it was 
on ly fear, and the want o f opportunit ies, that induced them to 
behave better now. A n a r c h y feemed to prevai l amongf l them. 
T h e i r n o m i n a l fovereign the Earee rahic> as I have before ob­
ferved, was but a ch iW ; and I d i d not find, that there was 
any one m a n , or fet o f m e n , w h o managed the govern­
ment for h i m ; fo that, whenever any mifunderf tanding 
happened between us, I never k n e w , w i t h fuflicient p rec i -
fion, where to make appl icat ion, i n order to b r i n g about an 
accommodat ion , or to procure redrefs. T h e y o u n g Chief ' s 
mother w o u l d , indeed, fometimes exert herfelf ; but I d id 
not perceive that fhe had .greater author i ty than m a n y 
others. 

O m a i ' s houfe be ing nearly finifhed, m a n y o f his move--
ables were carried afliore on the 2 6 t h . A m o n g f l a variety o f Sunday 2 6 . 

other ulc lcfs ai t iclcs was a box o f toys, w h i c h , w h e n ex-
pofed to publ ic v iew, feemed greatly to pleafe the g a z i n g 
mul t i tude . But , as to his pots, kettles, dimes, plates, d r i n k -
i n g - m u g s , glaffes, and the who le t ra in o f our domeftic ac­
comodations, hard ly any one o f his coun t rymen w o u l d fo 
m u c h as l o o k at them. O m a i h imfe l f n o w began to t h i n k 
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J27« t n a t t n c T were o f no manner o f ufe to h i m ; that a baked 
October. 

* \—.% 1 h o g was more favory food than a boi led one ; that a p l an ­
tain- leaf made as good a difh or plate as pewter ; and that a 
cocoa-nut fhel l was as convenient a goblet as a black- jack. 
A n d , therefore, he very wife ly difpofcd of as many of thefe 
articles o f E n g l i f h furni ture for the k i t chen and pantry, as 
he c o u l d find purchafers for, amongf l the people o f the 
m i p s ; r ece iv ing f rom them, i n re turn , hatchets, and other 
i ron tools, w h i c h had a more intr inf ic value i n this part o f the 
w o r l d , and added more to his d i f t ingu i fh ing fuperiority over 
thofe w i t h w h o m he was to pafs the remainder o f his days. 

Tuefday z8. In the l o n g l i i l o f the prefents be l lowed upon h i m i n E n g ­
land , fire-works had not been forgot. Some of thefe we ex­
hib i ted , i n the evening o f the 2 8 t h , before a great concourfe 
o f people, w h o beheld them w i t h a mix tu re of pleafure and 
fear. W h a t remained, after the evening's entertainment, 
were put i n order, and left w i t h O m a i , agreeably to their 
o i i g i n a l defl ination. Perhaps we need not lament it as a 
ferious misfor tune, that the far greater fhare o f this part o f 
h is cargo, had been already expended in exhibit ions at other 
iflands, or rendered ufelefs by be ing kept fo long . 

tfWifeno;. Between m i d n i g h t and four i n the m o r n i n g o f the 3 0 t h , 

the Bolabola man , w h o m I had in confinement, found means 
to make his cfcape out o f the fhip. H e carr ied w i t h h i m 
the fhackle o f the bi lboo-bolt that was about his l eg , w h i c h 
was taken f rom h i m , as foon as he got on fhore, by one of 
the Chiefs , and g iven to O m a i ; w h o came on board, very 
early i n the m o r n i n g , to acquaint me that his mor ta l enemy 
was again let loofe upon h i m . U p o n enqui ry , it appeared, 
that not on ly the fentry placed over the prifoncr, but the 
who le watch , upon the quarter deck where he was confined, 
had l a id themfelvcs d o w n to flcep. H e feized the oppor tu­

ni ty 
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ni ty to take the k e y o f the irons out o f the binnacle-drawer, *HJ: 
J J O c t o b e r . 

where he h a d feen it put, and fet h imfe l f at l iber ty . T h i s »—*—-' 
efcapc convinced me, that m y people had been very remifs 
i n their n igh t -du ty ; w h i c h made it neceftary t opun i fh thofe 
w h o were n o w i n fault , and to eflablifh fome new r e g u l a ­
tions to prevent the l i k e negl igence for the future. I was 
not a l i t t le pleafed to hear, af terward, that the fe l low w h o 
efcaped, had tranfported h i m f e l f to U l i e t e a ; i n this, fecond-
i n g m y views o f pu t t i ng h i m a fccond t ime i n i rons. 

A s foon as O m a i was fettled i n his n e w habitat ion, I be­
gan to t h i n k o f l eav ing the i i l a n d ; and got every t h i n g off 
f rom the fhore, this evening , except the horfe and mare , 
and a goat b i g w i t h k i d ; w h i c h were left i n the poffeffion 
o f our f r iend , w i t h w h o m we were n o w f inal ly to part. I 
alfo gave h i m a boar and two fows o f the E n g l i f h b r eed ; 
and he had got a fow or two o f his o w n . T h e horfe covered 
the mare w h i l e we were at Otahei te ; fo that I confider 
the in t roduct ion o f a breed o f horfes into thefe iflands, as 
l i k e l y to have fucceeded, by this valuable prefent. 

T h e h i f lo ry o f O m a i w i l l , perhaps, interefl a very n u ­
merous clafs o f readers, more than any other occurrence o f 
a voyage, the objects o f w h i c h do not, i n general , promife 
m u c h entertainment. Every c i rcumflance , therefore, w h i c h 
m a y ferve to convey a Satis factory account o f the exact 
fituation i n w h i c h he was left, w i l l be thought w o r t h pre­
ferving ; and the f o l l o w i n g part iculars arc added, to c o m ­
plete the v i ew o f his domeflic eftablifhment. H e had p icked 
u p at Otaheite four or five Toutous; the two N e w Zea land 
youths remained w i t h h i m ; and his brother, and fome others, 
joined h i m at Huahe ine : fo that his f ami ly confided already 
o f eight or ten perfons ; i f that can be called a f ami ly , to 

w h i c h 



w h i c h not a Tingle female, as yet, be longed ; nor, I doubt, 
was l i k e l y to be long , unlefs its matter became lefs volat i le . 
At prefent, O m a i d id not feem at a l l difpofed *to take un to 
h i m f e l f a wife . 

T h e houfe w h i c h we erected for h i m was twenty-four 
feet by eighteen ; and ten feet h i g h . It was com poled of 
boards, the fpoils o f our m i l i t a r y operations at E i m e o ; and, 
i n b u i l d i n g it, as few nails , as po i l ib lc , were ufed, that 
there m i g h t be no inducement , f rom the love o f i ron , to p u l l 
it d o w n . It was fettled, that immedia te ly after our de­
parture, he m o u l d begin to b u i l d a large houfe after the 
fafhion o f his c o u n t r y ; one end o f w h i c h was to be 
brought over that w h i c h we had erected, fo as to enclofe it 
ent i re ly for greater fecurity. In this w o r k , fome o f the 
Chiefs promifed to aflift h i m ; and, i f the intended b u i l d ­
i n g m o u l d cover the g r o u n d w h i c h he m a r k e d out, it w i l l 
be as large as mof l upon the i i l and . 

H i s European weapons confided of a mufker, bayonet, and 
car touch-box; a f o w l i n g - p i e c e ; two pair o f p ido l s ; and two 
or three fwords or cutlalfes. T he po He Hi on of thefe made 
h i m quite happy ; w h i c h was m y on ly v iew i n g i v i n g h i m 
fuch prefents. For I was a lways of op in ion , that he w o u l d 
have been happier wi thout fire-arms, and other European 
weapons, than w i t h them ; as fuch implements o f war , i n 
the hands o f one, who le prudent ufe o f them I had fome 
grounds for m i d r u d i n g , w o u l d rather encrcafe his dangers 
than edab l i l h his fuperiori ty. After he had got on more 
every t h i n g that belonged to h i m , and was fettled i n his 
houfe, he had m o d o f the officers o f both fhips, two or 
three times, to d inner ; and his table was a lways w e l l fup-
pl ied w i t h the very bed provifions that the idand produced. 

Before 



Before I failed, I had the f o l l o w i n g infer ipt ion cut upon Q W * 

the outfide o f his houfe : ^ — « 

Georglus Tertius, Rex, 2 Novemhrh, 1777. 

KRefolutlon, Jae. Cook, Pr. 
I Difcovery, Car. Clerke, Pr. 

O n the fecond o f November , at four i n the afternoon, I November, 

took the advantage o f a breeze, w h i c h then fprung up at S u n d a y 2 ' 
Eaft, and failed out o f the harbour . M o d o f our friends 
remained on board t i l l the fhips were under f a i l ; w h e n , to 
gra t i fy their curiofi ty, I ordered five guns to be fired. T h e y 
then a l l took their leave, except O m a i , w h o remained t i l l 
we were at fea. W c had come to fail by a hawfer faflencd 
to the fhore. In c a l l i n g the fhip, it parted, be ing cut by 
the rocks, and the outer end was left b e h i n d ; as thofe w h o 
ca l l it off, d id not perceive that it was broken ; fo that it 
became neceflary to fend a boat to b r i n g it on board. In 
this boat, O m a i went afhorc, after t ak ing a very affectionate 
farcwel o f a l l the officers. He fuflaincd h i m f e l f w i t h a 
m a n l y refolut ion, t i l l he came to me. T h e n his u t m o l l ef­
forts to conceal his tears f a i l ed ; and M r . K i n g , w h o went 
i n the boat, told me, that he wept a l l the t ime i n g o i n g 
a fhore, 

It was no fmal l fatisfaction to reflect, that wc had brought 
h i m fafc back to the very fpot f rom w h i c h he was taken. 
A n d , yet, fuch is the flrange nature of h u m a n affairs, that 
it is probable we left h i m in a lefs dcfirablc fituation, than 
he was i n before his connexion w i t h us. I do nor, by this, 
mean , that, becaufc he has tafled the fwcets of c iv i l i z ed 
l i fe , he m u l l become more mifcrable f rom be ing obl iged to 
abandon a l l thoughts o f c o n t i n u i n g them. I confine myfelf 
to t l i i s f inglc d i fdgiccablc c i rcumflancc , that the advantages 
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\c6 A V O Y A G E T O 
l7??i he received f rom us, have placed h i m i n a more hazardous 

November* 

< —. m fituation, w i t h refpect to his pcrfonal fafety. O m a i , f r o m 
b e i n g m u c h careffed i n E n g l a n d , loft fight o f h is o r i g i n a l 
condi t ion j and never coniidercd i n what manner his ac-
quif i t ions, ei ther o f knowledge or o f r iches, w o u l d be cft i-
matcd by his c o u n t r y m e n , at his re turn ; w h i c h were the 
o n l y th ings he cou ld have to r ecommend h i m to t h e m 
now, more than before, and on w h i c h he cou ld b u i l d either 
his future greatnefs or happinefs. H e feemed even to have 
mif taken their genius i n this r e f l e c t ; and, i n fome meafure, 
to have forgotten their cuf toms; otherwife he muft have 
k n o w n the extreme diff icul ty there w o u l d be i n ge t t ing 
h i m f e l f admit ted as a perfon of rank , where there is, per­
haps, no inftance of a man's be ing raifed f rom an infer ior 
i l a t ion by the greateft mer i t . R a n k feems to be the ve ry 
' foundat ion o f a l l dif t inction here, and, o f its attendant, 
p o w e r ; and fo pertinacioufly, or rather b l i n d l y adhered 
to, that, unlcfs a perfon has fome degree o f it, he w i l l 
cer ta in ly be defpifed and hated, i f he affumes the ap­
pearance o f exercif ing any authori ty. T h i s was rea l ly 
the cafe, i n fome meafure, w i t h O m a i ; t hough his coun­
t r y m e n were pretty cautious o f exprefl ing their fent i ­
ments w h i l e we remained amongfl: them. H a d he made 
a proper ufe o f the prefents he brought w i t h h i m f r o m 
E n g l a n d , this, w i t h the knowledge he had acquired by tra­
v e l l i n g fo far, m i g h t have enabled h i m to f o r m the mofl 
ufeful connections. But we have g iven too m a n y inflances, 
i n the courfe o f our narrative, o f his ch i ld i fh inattention to 
this obvious means of advancing his intcrefl . H i s fchemcs, 
feemed to be o f a h igher , though r id i cu lous nature ; i n ­
deed, I m i g h t fay, m e a n e r ; for revenge, rather than a 
defire o f becoming great, appeared to actuate h i m f rom the 

b e g i n n i n g . 



b e g i n n i n g . This , however , may be excufed, i f we confider that ! " 7 7 -

it is c o m m o n to h i s coun t rymen . Mis father was, doubtlefs, 
a m a n o f confiderable property i n Ul ie tea , w h e n that ifland 
was conquered by thofe o f Bolabola ; and, w i t h m a n y others, 
fought refuge i n Huahe ine , where he died, and left O m a i , 
w i t h fome other c h i l d r e n ; w h o , by that means, became 
total ly dependent. In this fituation he was taken u p by 
Capta in Furneaux, and carr ied to E n g l a n d . Whe the r he 
rea l ly expected, f r o m his treatment there, that any affift-
ance w o u l d be g iven h i m againft the enemies o f his father 
and his country j or whether he imag ined that his o w n per-
fonal courage, and fupcr ior i ty of knowledge , w o u l d be fuf-
ficient to difpoflefs the conquerors o f Ul ie tea , is unce r t a in ; 
but f r o m the b e g i n n i n g of the voyage, this was his con-
ftant theme. H e w o u l d not l i f len to our remonflrances on 
fo w i l d a de t e rmina t ion ; but f lew into a pafTion, i f more 
moderate and reafonable counfels were propofed for his ad ­
vantage. Nay , fo infatuated and attached to his favourite 
fcheme was he, that he affected to believe thefe people 
w o u l d certainly qui t the conquered if land, as foon as they 
m o u l d hear o f his a r r iva l i n Otaheite. A s we advanced, 
however , on our voyage, he became more fenfible o f his 
e r ro r ; and, by the t ime we reached the Fr i end ly Iflands, 
h a d even fuch apprehenfions o f his reception at home, that, 
as I have ment ioned i n m y j o u r n a l , he w o u l d fa in havef la id 
beh ind at Tongataboo, under Feenou's protection. A t thefe 
iflands, he fquandcrcd away m u c h of his European treafure 
very unnecelTarily and he was equal ly imprudent , as I alfo 
took notice o f above, at Tiaraboo, where he could have no 
v i e w of m a k i n g friends, as he had not any in tent ion o f re­
m a i n i n g there. A t M a t a v a i , he cont inued the fame i n c o n -
fiderate behaviour , t i l l I abfolutely put a flop to his p ro fu -
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fion ; and he formed fuch improper connections there, that 
Otoo, w h o was, at firfl, m u c h difpofed to countenance h i m , 
afterward openly exprefTed his d i i l i k c o f h i m , on account o f 
h is conduci:. It was not, however , too late to recover his 
favour ; and he m i g h t have fettled, to great advantage, i n 
Otaheite, as he had fo rmer ly l ived feveral years there, and 
was n o w a good deal not iced by T o w h a , w h o l e valuable 
prefent, o f a very large double canoe, we have feen above. 
T h e objection to admi t t i ng h i m to fome r an i : w o u l d have 
alfo been m u c h leffened, i f he had fixed at Otahei te ; as a 
native w i l l a lways find it more difficult to accompl i fh fuch 
a change o f flate amongf l his coun t rymen , than a flranger, 
w h o na tu ra l ly c la ims refpect. But O m a i remained u n d e ­
termined to the laft, and w o u l d not, I believe, have adopted 
m y p lan o f fettlemcnt i n Huahe ine , i f I had not fo e x p l i ­
c i t l y refufed to employ force i n ref lor ing h i m to his father's 
polfeflions. Whe the r the remains o f his European wea l th , 
w h i c h , after a l l his improv iden t wafle, was f l i l l confider­
able, w i l l be more prudent ly adminif lered by h i m , or w h e ­
ther the fleps I took, as already explained, to infurc h i m 
protection i n H u a h e i n e , fhal l have proved effectual, m u f l be 
left to the decifion of future navigators of this Ocean ; w i t h 
w h o m it cannot but be a p r inc ipa l object o f curiofity to trace 
the future fortunes of our traveller. A t prefent, I can o n l y 
conjecture, that his greatefl danger w i l l arife f rom the very 
i m p o l i t i c declarations o f his antipathy to the inhabitants o f 
Bolabola . For thefe people, f rom a pr inc ip le o f jealoufy, 
w i l l , no doubt, endeavour to render h i m obnoxious to thofe 
o f H u a h e i n e ; as they are at peace w i t h that if land at pre­
fent, and m a y eafily effect their defigns, m a n y o f them 
l i v i n g there. T h i s is a c i rcumflance, w h i c h , o f a l l others, 
he m i g h t , the mof l cafily, have avoided. F'or they were not 

s o n l y 



on ly free f rom any avcrfion to h i m , but the perfon, m e n - „ 1 7 7 7 : 
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t ioned before, w h o m we found at T ia raboo as an ambaf- « v-—* 
fador, pr ied, or G o d , abfolutely offered to rcindate h i m i n 
the property that was former ly his father's. But he re f i l l ed 
this pe r emp to r i l y ; and, to the very l a d , continued deter­
m i n e d to take the fir ft oppor tuni ty that offered of fat isfying 
his revenge in battle. T o this, I guefs, he is not a little fpur-
red by the coat o f m a i l he brought f rom E n g l a n d ; c lothed 
i n w h i c h , and i n pofleflion of fome fire-arms, he fancies 
that he m a l l be inv inc ib le . 

Whatever faults belonged to Omai ' s character, they were 
more than overbalanced by his great good nature and do-
f i l e difpofition. D u r i n g the w h o l e t ime he was w i t h me, I 
very fc ldom had reafon to be fer ioudy difplcafed w i t h his 
general conduct. H i s grateful heart a lways retained the 
h i g h e d fenfe o f the favours he had received in E n g l a n d ; 
nor w i l l he ever forget thofe w h o honoured h i m w i t h their 
protection and friendfhip, d u r i n g his day there. H e had a 
tolerable fhare o f u n d c r d a n d i n g , but wanted appl ica t ion 
and pcrfeverance to exert i t ; fo that his knowledge of things 
was very general , and, i n m a n y indances, imperfect . H e 
was not a m a n of m u c h observation. There w rcrc m a n y 
ufeful arts, as w e l l as elegant amufemcnts , a m o n g d the 
people o f the Fr iend ly l i lands, w h i c h he m i g h t have c o n ­
veyed to his o w n ; where they probably wou ld have been 
readi ly adopted, as be ing fo m u c h i n their o w n w a y . But 
I never found that he ufed the lead endeavour to m a k e 
h i m f e l f madc r o f any one. T h i s k i n d o f indifference is, 
indeed, the character idic foible o f his nat ion. Europeans 
have vifited them, at t imes, for thefe ten years p a d ; yet 
We cou ld not difcovcr the flighted trace o f any attempt to 
profit by this in tercourfe ; nor have they hi ther to copied 

after 
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after 113 i n any one t h ing . W e are not, therefore, to expect 
that O m a i w i l l be able to introduce m a n y o f our arts and 
cufloms amongfl: t hem, or m u c h improve thofe to w h i c h 
they have been l o n g habituated. I a m confident, however , 
that he w i l l endeavour to b r i n g to perfection the various 
frui ts and vegetables we planted, w h i c h w i l l be no fma l l 
acquif i t ion. But the greater! benefit thefe iflands are l i k e l y 
to receive f rom Omai ' s travels, w i l l be i n the animals that 
have been left upon t h e m ; w h i c h , probably, they never 
w o u l d have got, had he not come to England- W h e n thefe 
m u l t i p l y , o f w h i c h I t h i n k there is l i t t le doubt, Otaheite, 
and the Society Iflands, w i l l equal , i f not exceed, any place 
i n the k n o w n w o r l d , for provifions. 

O m a i ' s re turn, and the fubflantial proofs he brought back 
w i t h h i m o f our l ibera l i ty , encouraged m a n y to offer t h e m -
fclves as volunteers to attend me to Pvetane. I took every 
oppor tuni ty o f expreffing m y determinat ion to reject a l l 
fuch applicat ions. But , notwithstanding this, O m a i , w h o 
was very ambi t ious o f r e m a i n i n g the on ly great traveller, 
b e i n g afraid left I m i g h t be prevailed upon to put others i n 
a fituation o f r i v a l l i n g h i m , frequently put me i n m i n d , 
that L o r d Sandwich had told h i m , no others o f his count ry­
m e n were to come to E n g l a n d . 

I f there had been the moft diftant probabi l i ty o f any fhip 
b e i n g again fent to N e w Zealand, I w o u l d have brought the 
two youths o f that country home w i t h me ; as both o f 
t h e m were very defirous o f c o n t i n u i n g w i t h us. T ia rooa , 
the eldeft, was an exceedingly w e l l difpofed y o u n g m a n , 
w i t h f l rong natura l fenfe, and capable o f r ece iv ing any i n -
f t ruct ion. H e feemed to be fu l ly fenfible o f the infer ior i ty 

.of his o w n country to thefe iflands, and refigncd h imfel f , 
6 t hough 



t hough perhaps w i t h reluctance, to end his days, i n cafe N o

T

v

7

e ^, ;^ 
and plenty, i n H u a h e i n e . But the other was fo f trongly at- v . — i — • 
tached to us, that he was taken out o f the fhip, and carr ied 
afhore by force. H e was a w i t ty , fmart boy ; and, on that K 

account, m u c h noticed on board . 

C H A P . 



C H A P . V I E 

Arrival at Ulietea.—Agronomical Obfervations.—A Ma­
rine defer is, and is delivered up.—Intelligence from Omai. 
—InflruSiions to Captain Clerke.—Another Dcjertion of 
a Midlhiptnan and a Seaman.—Three of the chief Perfons 
of the If and confined on that Account.—A Defign to 

feize Captains Cook and Clerke, difcovered. — The two 
Deferters brought back, a?id the Pr if oners releafed.—The 
Ships fail.—Refrefhments received at Ulietea,— Prefent 
and former State of that Ifiand.—Account of its de­
throned King, and of the late Regent of Huaheine. 

•777- r p H E boat w h i c h carried O m a i afhorc, never to j o i n us 
November. « . . . i i n • • i ^\ • 

again , h a v i n g returned to the i m p , w i t h the remainder 

o f the hawfer , w e hoi f lcd her i n , and i m m e d i a t e l y flood 

over for Ul ie tea , where I intended to touch next. At ten 

o'c lock at n i g h t , w c brought to, t i l l f o u r the next m o r n i n g 

w h e n we made fa i l r o u n d the South end o f the if land, for 

the h a r b o u r o f O h a m a n c n o * . • W e met w i t h calms and 

l i g h t airs of w i n d , f r o m different directions, by turns ; fo 
that, at noon, we were fti l l a league f rom the entrance o f 

the harbour. W h i l e wc were thus detained, m y old f r i e n d 

Oreo, C h i e f o f the i i l a n d , w i t h his fon, and Pootoc, his fon-
i n - l a w , come off to vifit us. 

* Sec a plan of this harbour, in H a w k c f w o i t h ' s C o i l c & i o n , V o l . i i . p. 248. 

Being 
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B e i n g rcfolved to pufh for the harbour , I ordered a l l the *7ty-
° 1 November. 

boats to be hoi f lcd out, and fenr t hem a-head to tow, b e i n g * ; * 
afl i l led by a flight breeze f rom the Southward . T h i s breeze 
fai led too foon, and be ing fucceeded by one f rom the Eafl , 
w h i c h b l ew r i gh t out o f the harbour , wc were ob l iged to 
come to an anchor, at its entrance, at two o'clock, and to 
w a r p i n , w h i c h employed us t i l l n igh t fet i n . As foon as 
w e were w i t h i n the harbour , the fhips were furrounded 
w i t h canoes filled w i t h people, w h o brought hogs and frui t 
to barter w i t h us for our commodi t i e s ; fo that, wherever we 
went , w c found plenty. 

Next m o r n i n g , be ing the 4th, I moored the fhip, head Tuefday*. 

and flern, clofe to the N o r t h more , at the head o f the har­
bour ; hau led up the cables o n d e c k ; and opened one o f 
the bal lad-ports . F r o m this a f l ight flage was made to the 
l a n d , be ing at the diflance o f about twenty feet, w i t h a v i ew 
to get clear o f fome o f the rats that cont inued to infefl us. 
T h e Difcovery moored along-fide the South fhore for the 
fame purpofe. W h i l e this w o r k was g o i n g forward, 1 re- * fc 

turned Oreo's vifit. T h e prefent I made h i m , on the occa­
fion, confided of a l inen g o w n , a fhirt, a red-feathered cap 
f r o m Tongataboo, and other th ings o f lefs value. I then 
brought h i m , and fome o f his friends, on board to dinner . 

O n the 6th, we fet u p the ohfervatorics, and gor the neccf- ThurALiy 6. 
fary ind rumen t s on fhore. T h e two f o l l o w i n g days, we 
obferved the fun's az imuths , bo th on board and afliore, w i t h 
a l l the cornpaffes, i n order to find the variat ion ; and in the 
n igh t o f the latter, obferved an occultat ion o f g Caprkor.i:, 
by the moon's dark l i m b . M r . Bay ly and I agreed i n fixing 
the t ime o f its happen ing , at fix minutes and fif ty-four fe-
conds and a half , pad ten o 'c lock. M r . K i n g made it h a l f a 
fecond fooner, M r . Bay ly obferved w i t h the achromatic tele-

V O L . I I . feope 



November * ' c 0 P e be long ing to the Board o f L o n g i t u d e ; M r . K i n g , w i t h 
1 * ' the reflector be long ing alfo to the B o a r d ; and I made ufe o f 

m y o w n reflector, o f eighteen inches. There was alfo an 
immer f ion of Capricomi beh ind the moon's dark l i m b , 
fome time before ; but it was obferved by M r . Bay ly alone. 
1 attempted to trace it, w i t h a f m a l l achromat ic ; but found 
its m a g n i f y i n g power not fufficicnt. 

N o t h i n g wor thy o f note happened, t i l l the n igh t between 
Wednef. 12. the 1 2 t h and 1 3 t h , w h e n J o h n Har r i fon , a mar ine , w h o was 
Thurfdayi3. f e m j n c i a t t ] l c obfervatory, defertcd ; c a r r y i n g w i t h h i m his 

mufquet and accoutrements. H a v i n g i n the m o r n i n g got 
in te l l igence w h i c h way he had moved off", a party was fent 
after h i m ; but they returned i n the evening, after an inef-

iTkiay i 4 . fec tual enqu i ry and fcarch. T h e next day, I applied to the 
C h i e f to intcreft h i m f e l f i n this matter. H e promifed to 
fend a party o f his m e n after h i m , and gave me hopes that 
he fhould be brought back the fame day. But this d id not 
h a p p e n ; and I had rcafon to fufpecf, that no flcps had been 
taken by h i m . W e had, at this t ime, a great n u m b e r o f the 
natives about the mips , and fome thefts were c o m m i t t e d ; 
the confequence o f w h i c h be ing dreaded by them, very few 

Saturday 15. vifitcrs came near us the next m o r n i n g . T h e C h i e f h i m f e l f 
j o ined i n the a l a rm, and he and his whole f ami ly fled. I 
thought this a good oppor tuni ty to ob l ige them to del iver 
u p the defcrter; and h a v i n g got intel l igence that he was at 
a place cal led H a m o a , on the other fide o f the i i land , I went 
thi ther w i t h two armed boats, accompanied by one o f the 
na t ives ; and, i n our way, we found the Chief , w h o alfo 
emba rked w i t h me. I landed about a m i l e and a h a l f f r o m 
the place, w i t h a few people, and marched br i fk ly up to it, 
left the fight o f the boats fhould g ive the a la rm, and a l l ow 
the m a n t ime to efcape to the mounta ins . But this p recau­

t ion 



t ion was unnecefTary; for the natives there had got i n - , xrn-
J c November. 

fo rmat ion o f m y c o m i n g , and were prepared to del iver v_—,— 
h i m up. 

I f ound Har r i fon , w i t h the mufquc t l y i n g before h i m , 
f i t t ing between two w o m e n , w h o , the moment that I e n ­
tered the houfe, rofe u p to plead i n his behalf. A s it was 
h i g h l y proper to difcourage fuch proceedings, I f rowned 
upon them, and b id t h e m begone. U p o n this they burft 
in to tears, and w a l k e d off. Paha, the Ch ie f o f the diftrict, 
n o w came w i t h a p lan ta in tree, and a f u c k i n g p i g , w h i c h 
he w o u l d have prefented to me , as a peace-offering. I re­
jected it, and ordered h i m out of m y f i g h t ; and h a v i n g e m ­
barked , w i t h the deferter, on board the firft boat that ar­
r ived , returned to the fhips. After this, h a r m o n y was 
aga in reftored. T h e fe l low had no th ing to fay i n his de­
fence, but that the natives had enticed h i m away ; and this 
m i g h t i n part be true, as it was certain, that Paha, and alfo 
the two w o m e n above-mentioned, had been at the fh.ip the 
day before he defcrted. As it appeared, that he had re­
ma ined upon his po l l , t i l l w i t h i n a few minutes o f the t ime 
w h e n he was to have been relieved, the pun i f lmien t that I 
infl icted u p o n fr im was not very fevere. 

T h o u g h we had feparated f r o m O m a i , we were f l i l l near 
enough to have intel l igence o f his proceedings; and I had 
defired to hear f rom h i m . A c c o r d i n g l y , about a for tnight 
after our a r r iva l at Ul ie tea , he fent two of his people i n a 
canoe ; w h o brought me the fatisfatfory inte l l igence, that 
he remained undi f lurbed by the people o f the i i l and , and 
that every t h i n g went w e l l w i t h h i m , except that his goat 
had died i n k i d d i n g . H e accompanied this in te l l igence , 
w i t h a rcquelt , that I w o u l d fend h i m another goat, a n d 

Q j * . two 
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1777* two axes. Beinc? happy to have this addi t ional oppor tuni ty 
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\ — - ^ — ' o f ferving h i m , the meflengers were fent back to Huahe ine , 
Tuefdayis. on the 18tli , w i t h the axes, and two k ids , male and female, , 

w h i c h were fpared for h i m out o f the D i f coyc ry . 
Wednef. 19. T h e next day, I del ivered to Capta in C le rke inftructions 

h o w to proceed, i n cafe o f be ing feparated f r o m me, after 
l e a v i n g thefe i f l ands ; and it m a y not be improper to g ive 
t h e m a place here. 

By Captain James Cook, Commander of his Majefys 
Sloop the Refohttion. 

' " W H E R E A S the paffage f r o m the Society Iflands, to the 
N o r t h e r n coafl o f A m e r i c a , is o f confiderable length , both i n 
diflance and i n t ime, and as a part o f it m u f l be performed i n 
the very depth o f winter , when gales o f w i n d and bad weather 
m u f l be expected, and may , pof l ib ly , occafion a fcparat ion, 
y o u are to take a l l imag inab le care to prevent this. But i f , 
no twi th f l and ing a l l our endeavours to keep company, y o u 
m o u l d be feparated f rom me, y o u arc firft to look for m c 
where y o u lafi faw me. Not feeing me i n five days, you arc 
to proceed (as directed by the inftructions o f their Lordfhips , 
a copy of w h i c h y o u have already received) for the coaft o f 
N e w A l b i o n ; endeavour ing to f a l l i n wi th it i n the lati tude 
of 45°. 

In that latitude, and at a convenient diflance f rom the 
l and , y o u are to c ru ize for me ten days. Not feeing me i n 
that t ime, y o u are to put into the firfl convenient port, i n 
or to the N o r t h of that latitude, to recrui t you r wood and 
water , and to procure refrefhments. 

D u r i n g your flay in port, y o u are conftantly to keep a 
- good look-ou t for me. It w i l l be neceffary, therefore, to 

make 



m a k e choice o f a nat ion, fituatcd as near the fca-coart as is X T 

• Novemb 
poflible, the better to enable y o u to fee me, w h e n I m a l l — 
appear in the offing. 

I f I do not j o i n y o u before the i d o f next A p r i l , y o u are 
to put to fea, and proceed N o r t h w a r d to the latitude 56 0; i n 
w h i c h lat i tude, and at a convenient diftance f rom the coaft, 
never exceeding fifteen leagues, y o u arc to c ru i ze for m e 
t i l l the 10th o f M a y . 

Not feeing me i n that t ime, y o u are to proceed N o r t h ­
ward , and endeavour to find a paffage into the At lan t ic 
Ocean, th rough Hudfon's or Baffin's Bays, as directed by 
the above-mentioned inftructions. 

But i f y o u fhould fai l i n f ind ing a paffage t h rough either 
of the faid bays, or by any other way, as the feafon o f the 
year may render it unfafe for y o u to r ema in i n h i g h la t i ­
tudes, y o u are to repair to the harbour o f St. Peter and St. 
Paul , in Kamtfcha tka , i n order to refrefh y o u r people, and 
to pafs the winter . 

But , nevcrthelefs, i f y o u find, that y o u cannot procure 
the neceffary refrefhments at the faid port, y o u are at l i ­
berty to go where y o u fhal l judge mofl p roper ; t a k i n g care, 
before y o u depart, to leave w i t h the Governor an account 
o f you r intended dcfl inarion, to be del ivered to me upon 
m y a r r i v a l : A n d i n the fpr ing of the enfuing year, 1779, 

y o u are to repair back to the above-mentioned port, endea­
v o u r i n g to be there by the 10th of M a y , or fooner. 

If, on y o u r ar r iva l , y o u receive no orders f rom, or ac­
count of me, fo as to juftify y o u r p u r f u i n g any other mea­
fures than what are pointed out i n the before ment ioned 
inf l ruct ions , y o u r future proceedings are to be governed by 
them. 

Y o u 



' 7 7 7 - Y o u arc a l io to c o m p l y w i t h fuch parts o f faid in f l ruc-
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» — y ' tions, as have not been executed, and are not contrary to 
thefe orders. A n d i n cafe of you r inab i l i ty , by ficknefs or 
othervvife, to carry thefe, and the inftructions o f their L o r d -
fhips, into execution, you are to be careful to leave them w i t h 
the next officer i n c o m m a n d , w h o is hereby required to ex­
ecute them in the bel l manner he can. 

G i v e n under m y hand, on board the Rcfo lu t ion , at 
Ulie tea , the i S t h Day o f November 1777. 

J . C O O K . " 
" To Captain Charles Clerke, Commander of 

his Majefys Sloop, the Difcovery" 

W h i l e w e l ay moored to the fhore, w c heeled, and fcrub-
bed both fides o f the bottoms o f the fhips. A t the fame 
t ime, wc fixed fome tin-plates under the b i n d s ; firfl t a k i n g 
off the o ld fheathing, and pu t t ing i n a piece unf i l led , over 
w h i c h the plates were nai led. Thefe plates I had f rom the 
ingenious M r . P c l h a m , Secretary to the Commif l i onc r s for 
V i c t u a l l i n g his Majefty's N a v y ; w i t h a v i ew o f t r y i n g 
whether t in w o u l d anfwer the fame end as copper, on the 
bottoms of m i p s . 

Monday 24, O n the 2 4 t h i n the m o r n i n g , I was in fo rmed that a m i d -
fh ipman , and a feaman, both be long ing to the Difcovery, 
were m i l l i n g . Soon after, we learnt f rom the natives, that 
they went away in a canoe the preceding evening, and 
were, at this t ime, at the other end of the ifland. As the 
m i d f h i p m a n was k n o w n to have expreffed a defire to r e ma in 
at thefe iflands, it feemed pretty certain, that he and his 
compan ion had gone off w i t h this i n t e n t i o n ; and Capta in 
Gierke fet out i n quefl o f them w i t h two armed boats, and 
a party o f mar ines . H i s expedit ion proved fruitlcfs ; for he 

6 re turned 



re turned i n the evening, w i thou t h a v i n g got any certain ^JJ^ 
in te l l igence where they were. F r o m the conduct: o f the na - v— % —-» 
tives, Captain Clerke feemed to th ink , that they intended 
to conceal the deferters; and, w i t h that v iew, had amufed 
h i m w i t h falfe in fo rmat ion the who le day, and directed 
h i m to fearch for them i n places where they were not to be 
found . T h e Capta in j u d g e d r i g h t ; for, the next m o r n ­
i n g , we were told, that our runaways were at Otaha. As 
thefe two were not the on l y perfons i n the mips w h o w i f h -
cd to end their days at thefe favourite iflands, i n order to 
put a flop to any further defertion, it was neceflary to get 
t hem back at a l l events ; and that the natives m i g h t be c o n ­
vinced that I was i n earnefl, I refolvcd to go after them 
m y f e l f ; h a v i n g obferved, f rom repeated inflances, that 

they feldom offered to deceive me w i t h falfe i n f o r m a ­
t ion. 

A c c o r d i n g l y , I fet out, the next m o r n i n g , w i t h two a rm- Tuefday 2> 
ed boa ts ; b e i n g accompanied by the C h i e f h imfelf . I p ro­
ceeded, as he directed, wi thout f lopping any where, t i l l wc 
came to the m i d d l e of the Eaf l fide o f Otaha. The re w c 
put afhore ; and Oreo difpatched a m a n before us, w i t h or­
ders to feizc the deferters, and keep them t i l l we m o u l d 
arrive w i t h the boats. But w h e n we got to the place where 
we expected to find them, we were told, that they had 
quit ted this ifland, and gone over to Bolabola the day be­
fore. I d id not t h ink proper to fo l low them th i ther ; but 
returned to the fhips ; f u l l y determined, however, to have 
recourfe to a meafure, w h i c h , 1 guelfed, w o u l d obl ige the..' 
natives to b r i n g them back. 
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In the n ight , M r . B a y l y , M r . K i n g , and myfel f , obferved 
an immer f ion of Jupiter 's th i rd fatellite. It happened, by 
the obfei vation of 

Wednef. 2 6 . M r . B a y l y , at 2* 37- 54M 
M r . K i n g , at 2 37 24 j . i n the m o r n i n g . 
Myfe l f , at 2 37 - 44 j 

M r . B a y l y and M r . K i n g obferved, w i t h Dol lond ' s three 
and a h a l f feet achromat ic telefcope, and w i t h the greater!; 
m a g n i f y i n g power. I obferved, w i t h a two-feet Gregor ian 
reflector, made by B i r d . 

Soon after day-break, the Chief , his fon, daughter, and 
f o n - i n - l a w , came on board the Refolut ion. T h e three laft 
I refolved to detain, t i l l the two deferters m o u l d be brought 
back. W i t h this v iew, Capta in C l e r k e inv i t ed them to go 
on board h is f h i p ; and as foon as they arr ived there, con­
fined them i n his cab in . T h e C h i e f was w i t h m c w h e n the 
news reached h i m . H e immedia t e ly acquainted me w i t h it, 
fuppofing that this flep had been taken wi thou t m y k n o w ­
ledge, and consequently wi thou t m y approbation. I i n -
f lant ly undeceived h i m ; and then he began to have appre-
henfions as to his o w n fituation, and his looks exprefled the 
utmoft perturbat ion of m i n d . Bu t I foon made h i m cafy as 
to this, by t e l l i ng h i m , that he was at l iberty to leave the 
fhip whenever he pleafed, and to take fuch meafures as he 
m o u l d judge be l l calculated to get our two m e n b a c k ; that, 
i f he fuccccded, his friends on board the Difeovery m o u l d 
be delivered u p ; i f not, that I was determined to carry t hem 
away w i t h me. 1 added, that his o w n conduct, as w e l l as 
that o f many o f his people, i n not on ly ai l i f t ing thefe two 
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m e n to efcape, but i n be ing , even at this very t ime, af l i - , •I"77-
j . . . . Novcmb 
duous i n en t ic ing others to f o l l o w them, w o u l d juf l i fy any 1 y— 
flep I cou ld take to put a flop to fuch proceedings. 

T h i s explanat ion of the motives upon w h i c h I acted, and 
w h i c h we found means to m a k e Oreo and his people, w h o 
were prefent, f u l l y comprehend, feemed to recover them, 
i n a great meafure, f r o m that general conflernation into 
w h i c h they were at firfl t h rown . But , i f relieved f rom ap-
prehenfions about their o w n rarefy, they cont inued under 
the deepeft concern for thofe w h o were prifoncrs. M a n y 
o f them went under the Difcovery 's flern i n canoes, to be* 
w a i l their captivity, w h i c h they d id w i t h l o n g and l o u d 
exclamations. Pocdooa! for fo the Chie f ' s daughter was 
cal led, rcfounded f r o m every quar t e r ; and the w o m e n 
feemed to vie w i t h each other i n m o u r n i n g her fate, w i t h 
more fignificant cxprcfl ions o f their g r i e f than tears and 
cries ; for there were m a n y bloody heads upon the occa­
fion. 

Oreo h i m f e l f d id not give w a y to u n a v a i l i n g lamentat ions, 
but , inf lant ly , began his exertions to recover our deferters, 
b y di fpatching a canoe to Bolabola , w i t h a meffage to 
Opoony, the fovereign o f that ifland, acqua in t ing h i m w i t h 
wha t had happened, and requeu ing h i m to fcize the two 
fugit ives, and fend them back. T h e meffengcr, w h o was 
no lefs a m a n than the father o f Pootoe, Oreo's fon- in- law, 
before he fet out, came to receive m y commands . I f l r ic t -
l y enjoined h i m not to re turn wi thou t the deferters ; and 
to tel l Opoony, f r o m me, that, i f they had left Bolabola , 
he m u f l fend canoes to b r i n g them b a c k ; for I fufpedled 
that they w o u l d not l o n g r ema in i n one place. 
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T h e confequence, however , o f the prifoners was fo great, 
that the natives d i d not t h i n k proper to t r u l l to the re turn 
o f our people for their releafe j or, at leafl, their impat ience 
was fo great, that it hu r r i ed t h e m to meditate an attempt 
w h i c h m i g h t have invo lved t hem i n f l i l l greater diftrefs, had 
it not been fortunately prevented. Between five and fix 
o 'c lock i n the evening, I obferved that a l l their canoes, i n 
and about the harbour , began to move off, as i f fome fudden 
panic had feized them. I was afliore, abreafl o f the fhip, at 
the t ime, and enquired, i n va in , to find out the caufe ; t i l l 
ou r people cal led to us f r o m the Difcovery , and told us, that 
a party o f the natives had feized Capta in Cle rke and M r . 
Gore , w h o had w a l k e d out a l i t t le way f rom the fhips. 
S t ruck w i t h the boldnefs o f this p lan o f retaliation, w h i c h 
feemed to counteract me fo effectually i n m y o w n way , 
there was no t ime to deliberate. I indan t ly ordered the 
people to a r m ; and, i n lefs than five minutes , a f l rong 
party, under the c o m m a n d o f M r . K i n g , was fent to refcue 
ou r two gent lemen. A t the fame time, two armed boats, 
and a party under M r . W i l l i a m f o n , went after the f l y i n g 
canoes, to cut off their retreat to the fhore. Thefe fevcral 
detachments were hard ly out of fight, before an account 
arr ived that we had been mif informed ; upon w h i c h I fent, 
and called t hem a l l i n . 

It was evident, however , f rom feveral corroborat ing c i r -
cumi lances , that the defign o f f e i z i n g Captain Clerke h a d 
real ly been i n agi tat ion amongft the natives. Nay , they 
made no fecret in f p c a k i n g o f it the next day. But their firfl 
and great plan o f operations was to have la id ho ld o f me. 
It was m y c u l l o m , every evening, to bathe i n the frefh water. 
V e r y often I went a l one ; and always wi thout arms. E x -
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peel ing me to go, as u fua l , this evening, they had deter- N ,J7 
m i n e d to feize me, and Captain C le rke too, i f he had ac- 1 

•companied me. But I had, after conf in ing Oreo's f ami ly , 
thought it prudent to avoid pu t t ing m y f e l f i n their p o w e r ; 
and had cautioned Capta in Cle rke , and the officers, not to 
go far f rom the fhips, In the courfe o f the afternoon, the 
C h i e f afked me, three feveral times, i f I w o u l d not go to the 
ba th ing-p lace ; and w h e n he found, at l ad , that I could 
not be prevai led upon, he went off, w i t h the reft o f his 
people, i n fpite o f a l l that I cou ld do or fay to flop h i m . 
But as I had no fufpicion, at this t ime , o f their defign, I 
i m a g i n e d that fome fudden fr ight had feized them, w h i c h 
w T ould, as ufual , foon be over. F i n d i n g themfclves difap-
pointed as to me, they fixed on thofe w h o were more i n 
their power. It was fortunate, for a l l parties, that they did 
not fucceed; and not lefs fortunate, that no m i f c h i e f was 
done on the occafion. F o r not a mufquet was fired, except 
two or three, to flop the canoes. T o that f i r ing , perhaps, 
Mcffrs. C le rke and Gore owed their fafety * ; for, at that very 
inftant, a party o f the natives, a rmed w i t h clubs, were ad­
v a n c i n g toward t h e m ; and on hea r ing the report of the 
mufquets , they difperfed. 

T h i s confpiracy, as it m a y be cal led, was firfl difcovered 
b y a g i r l , w h o m one o f the officers had brought f rom 
H u a h e i n e . She, overhear ing fome of the Ulieteans fay, 
that they w o u l d feize Captain C le rke and M r . Gore, ran to 
acquaint the firfl o f our people that fhe met w i t h . Thofe 
w h o were charged w i t h the execution o f the defign threat-

* Perhaps they owed their fafety, principally, to Captain Clerke's walking with a 
piftol in his hand, which he once fired. This circumftance is omitted both in Cap­
tain Cook's and in M r . Anderfon's journal; but it is here mentioned on the autho­
rity of Captain K i n g . 
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' 7 7 7 - ened to k i l l her, as foon as we fhould leave the i i l and , for 
November. 

i 1 ' d i fappoint ing them. I k i n g aware o f this, we contr ived that 
her friends m o u l d come, fome days after, and take her out 
o f the fhip, to convey her to a place o f fafety, where fhe 
m i g h t l ie concealed, t i l l they m o u l d have a n oppor tuni ty 
o f fending her back to Huahe ine . 

Thmrjay27. O n the 2 7 t h , our obfervatories were taken down , and 
every t h i n g we had afhorc carr ied on board ; the moor ings 
o f the fhips were ca l l off; and we tranfported t h e m a l i t t le 
w a y d o w n the harbour , where they came to an anchor 
again . T o w a r d the afternoon, the natives began to m a k e 
off their fears, ga the r ing round , and on board, the fhips, as 
u f u a l ; and the a w k w a r d tranfacfion o f the day before 
feemed to be forgotten on both fides. 

Friday 2 8 . T h e f o l l o w i n g n igh t , the w i n d b lew i n hard fqual ls 
f rom South to Eaf l , attended w i t h heavy mowers o f r a in . 
In one o f the fqual ls , the cable, by w h i c h the Refolu t ion 
was r i d i n g , parted, juft w i t h o u t the hawfe. W e had a n ­
other anchor ready to let g o ; fo that the fhip was, prefent-
l y , b rought u p aga in . In the afternoon, the w i n d became 
moderate ; and we hooked the end of the belt fma l l bower 
cable, and got it again into the hawfe. 

Oreo, the Chief , be ing uneafy, as w e l l as myfel f , that 
no account had been received f r o m Bolabola , fet out, this 
evening , for that if land, and dcfired me to f o l l o w d o w n , 
the next day, w i t h the mips . T h i s was m y intention ; but 
the w i n d w o u l d not admit o f our ge t t ing to fea. But 
the fame w i n d w h i c h kept us in the harbour , b rough t 
Oreo back f r o m Bclabo la , w i t h the two deferters.. T h e y 
had reached Otaha, the fame n igh t they deferted ; but, 
f inding it impoffible to get to any o f the iflands to the I alb-
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w a r d ( w h i c h was their intention), for want o f w i n d , they X T
 1 7 7 7 -

had proceeded to Bolabola , and f rom thence to the fma l l —,—it 
i f land Toobaee, where they were taken by the father o f 
Pootoe, i n confequence o f the firfl mcflage fent to Opoony. 
As foon as they were on board, the three prifoners were re-
leafed. T h u s ended an affair, w h i c h had g iven me m u c h 
trouble and vexat ion. N o r w o u l d I have exerted m y f e l f fo 
refolutely o n the occafion, but for the reafon before m e n ­
tioned, and to fave the fon o f a brother officer f rom be ing 
lof l to his count ry . 

T h e w i n d cont inued conflantly between the N o r t h and De.ember. 

W e l l , and confined us i n the harbour , t i l l e ight o c lock i n S u n t l a y 7 -

m o r n i n g o f the 7th o f December ' ; w h e n we took the ad­
vantage o f a l i g h t breeze w h i c h then fprung up at N o r t h 
Ea f l , and, w i t h the afliflance o f a l l the boats, got out to fea 
w i t h the Difcovery i n company . 

D u r i n g the lafl week, we had been vifited by people f rom 
a l l parts o f the ifland, w h o furnifhed us w i t h a large flock 
o f hogs and green plantains. So that the t ime we lay 
w i n d - b o u n d i n the harbour was not ent i re ly l o f l ; green 
plantains b e i n g an excellent fubflitute for bread, as they 
w i l l keep good a for tnight , or three weeks. Befides this 
fupply o f provifions, we alfo completed our wood and water. 

T h e inhabitants o f Ul ie tea feemed, in general , fmal ler 
and b lacker than thofe o f the other n e i g h b o u r i n g iflands ; 
and appeared alfo lefs order ly , w h i c h , perhaps, may be con -
fidcred as the confequence o f their h a v i n g become fubject 
to the natives o f Bolabola . Oreo, their Chief , is on ly a fort 
o f deputy of the fovereign o f that i f l and ; and the conque l l 
feems to have leffened the n u m b e r o f fubordinate Chiefs 
rcfident among them ; fo that they are lefs immedia te ly 
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' 7 7 7 - under the infpeetion o f thofe whofe intereft it is to enforce 
December. r 

s—^ ' due obedience to author i ty . Ulie tea , t hough now reduced 
to this h u m i l i a t i n g ftate, was fo rmer ly , as we were told, 
the m o d eminent o f this clufter o f i f lands; and, probably, 
the fir ft feat o f gove rnmen t ; for they fay, that the prefent 
roya l f a m i l y o f Otaheite is defcended f r o m that w h i c h 
re igned here, before the late revolu t ion . Ooroo, the de­
throned mona rch o f Ul ie tea , was ftill a l ive, w h e n we were 
at Huahe ine , where he refides, a roya l wanderer, f u r n i i h -
i n g , i n his perfon, an inftance o f the inf tabi l i ty o f p o w e r ; 
but , what is more remarkable , o f the refpecf paid by thefe 
people to part icular fami l ies , and to the cuftoms w h i c h have 
once conferred fovere ignty ; for they fuffer Ooroo to p rc -
ferve a l l the enfigns w h i c h they appropriate to majefty, 
t h o u g h he has loft his domin ions . 

W e faw a f imi lar inftance o f this w h i l e we were at Ul ie tea . 
One o f the occafional vifiters I n o w had, was m y old fr iend 
Oree, the late C h i e f o f H u a h e i n e . H e ftill preferved his 
confequence ; came always at the head o f a numerous body 
o f at tendants; and was always provided w i t h fuch prefents 
as were very acceptable. T h i s C h i e f looked m u c h better 
n o w than I had ever feen h i m , d u r i n g either o f m y former 
voyages*. I cou ld account for his i m p r o v i n g i n heal th as 
he g rew older, only f rom his d r i n k i n g lefs copioufly o f the 
ava i n his prefent ftation as a private gent leman, than he 
had been accuftomcd to do when he was regent. 

* Captain Cook had fecn Oree in 1769,'when he commanded the Endeavour j 
alfo twice, during his fecond voyage, in 1772. 
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C H A P . VIII. 

Arrival at Bolabola. — Interview with Opoony.—Reafons 
fot~ pur chafing Monfieur de Bougainville's Anchor.—De­
parture from the Society Iflands.—Particulars about 
Bolabola —Hifiory cf the Conquefl of Otaha and Ulietea. 
—High Reputation of the Bolabola Men.—Animals 
left there, and at Ulietea.—Plentiful Supply of Provi­
fions, and Maimer of fait ing Pork on board.-—Va­
rious Reflections relative to Otaheite, and the Society 
Iflands. — Aflronomical and nautical Obfervations made' 
there* 

A S foon as we had got clear o f the harbour , w e took *7?7> 
TW 1 n - l i i December*. 

our leave of Ul ie tea , and fleered for Bolabola. T h e u—*>—» 
ch ie f i f not fole object I had in v iew, by vif i t ing that i i land, 
was, to procure f rom its monarch , Opoony, one o f the a n ­
chors w h i c h Monfieur de Bouga inv i l l e had loft at Otaheite. 
T h i s h a v i n g afterward been taken u p by the natives there, 
had, as they in fo rmed me, been fent by them as a prefent 
to that Chief . M y defire to get poffcilion o f it d id not arife 
f r o m our be ing i n want o f anchors. But h a v i n g expended 
a l l the hatchets, and other i ron tools, w h i c h wc had brought 
f rom E n g l a n d , i n purchaf ing refrefhments, we were n o w 
reduced to the nccei l i ty o f creating a frefli a/fortmcnt o f 
t rading articles, by fabr ica t ing them out o f the fparc iron. 

w e 



we had on board j and, i n fuch converfions, and In the oc-
cafional ufes o f the (hips, great part o f that had been a l ­
ready expended. I thought that M r . de Bouga inv i l l e ' s a n ­
chor w o u l d fupply our want o f this ufefu l m a t e r i a l ; and I 
made no doubt that I i l i o u l d be able to tempt Opoony to 
part w i t h it . 

Oreo, and fix or eight m e n more f r o m Ul ie tea , took a 
paffage w i t h us to Bolabola . Indeed, mof l o f the natives 
i n general , except the C h i e f h imfe l f , w o u l d have g l a d l y 
taken a paffage w i t h us to E n g l a n d . A t funfet, be ing the 
l eng th o f the South point o f Bolabola , we fhortened fa i l , 
and fpent the n igh t m a k i n g fhort boards. A t day-break, o n 
the 8th, we made fai l for the harbour , w h i c h is on the Weft 
fide o f the i i l and . The w i n d was fcant, fo that we had to 
p l y up, and it was n ine o 'c lock before we got near e n o u g h 
to fend away a boat to found the entrance. Fo r I had 
thoughts o f r u n n i n g the fhips i n , and anchor ing for a day 
or two. 

W h e n the boat re turned, the M a i l e r , w h o was i n her, re­
ported, that t hough , at the entrance o f the harbour the 
bot tom was rocky , there was good g round w i t h i n , and the 
depth o f water twenty-feven and twenty-five f a thoms ; and 
that there was room to tu rn the fhips i n , the channel b e i n g 
one third of a mi l e broad. In confequence o f this report, 
we attempted to w o r k the fhips i n . But the tide, as w e l l as 
the w i n d , b e i n g againft us, after m a k i n g two or three trips, 
I found that it cou ld not be done, t i l l the tide m o u l d tu rn 
i n our favour. U p o n this, I gave up the defign of c a r r y i n g 
the fhips into the harbour j and h a v i n g ordered the boats to 
be got ready, I embarked i n one o f them, accompanied 
by Oreo and his companions j and was rowed i n for the 
i i l and . 

We 



W c landed where the natives directed u s ; and, foon after, ^ I 777-
' December. 

I was int roduced to Opoony, i n the midft o f a great con- v - — — ' 
courfe o f people. H a v i n g no t ime to lofe, as foon as the 
neceffary fo rmal i ty o f compl iments was over, I afked the 
C h i e f to give me the anchor, and produced the prefent I had 
prepared for h i m , conf in ing o f a l i nen n igh t -gown , a fhirt, 
fome gauze handkerchiefs , a looking-g lafs , fome beads, 
and other toys ; and fix axes. A t the fight o f thefe laft, 
there was a general outcry. I cou ld on ly gnefs the caufe, 
by Opoony Y abfolutely rcfuf ing to receive m y prefent t i l l I 
fhould get the anchor. H e ordered three m e n to go and de­
l iver it to me ; and, as I underftood, I was to fend, by them, 
wha t I thought proper i n re turn. W i t h thefe meffengcrs, 
we fet out i n our boats for an ifland, l y i n g at the N o r t h fide 
of the entrance into the harbour , where the anchor had 
been depofited. I found it to be neither fo large, nor fo per­
fect, as I expected. It had o r i g i n a l l y weighed feven hundred 
pounds, accord ing to the m a r k that was upon i t ; but the 
r i n g , w i t h part o f the f l iank, and the two palms, were n o w 
w a n t i n g . I was no longer at a lofs to guefs the reafon o f 
Opoony's rcfufing m y prefent. H e , doubtlefs, thought that 
it fo m u c h exceeded the value o f the anchor i n its prefent 
ftate, that I fhould be difpleafed w h e n I faw it. Be this as 
it may , I took the anchor as I found it, and fent h i m every 
article o f the prefent that I at fnft intended. H a v i n g thus 
completed m y negociat ion, I returned on board ; and hav­
i n g hoifted i n the boats, made fai l f rom the ifland to the 
N o r t h . 

W h i l e the boats were ho i f l i ng i n , fome of the natives 
came off, i n three or four canoes, to fee the fhips, as they 
faid. T h e y brought w i t h them a few cocoa-nuts, and one 
p ig , w h i c h was the on ly one we got at the i i l and . I m a k e 
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no doubt, however , that, i f we had flayed t i l l the next day, 
w e fhould have been p l en t i f u l l y fuppl ied w i t h provi f ions ; 
and, I t h ink , the natives w o u l d feel themfelves difap-
pointed, w h e n they found that we were gone. But , as we 
had already a very good f lock both o f hogs and o f fruit on 
board, and very l i t t le o f any t h i n g left to purchafe more, I 
cou ld have no inducement to defer, any longer , the profe-
cu t ion o f our voyage. 

T h e harbour o f Bolabola , ca l led Oteavanooa, fituated on 
the Weft fide o f the if land, is one o f the moft capacious that 
I ever met w i t h ; and t h o u g h we d i d not enter i t , it was a 
fatisfaction to me , that I had an oppor tuni ty o f e m p l o y i n g 
m y people to afcertain its be ing a very proper place for the 
reception of fh ips*. 

T h e h i g h double-peaked moun ta in , w h i c h is i n the 
m i d d l e o f the if land, appeared to be barren on the Eaft 
f ide; but, o n the Weft fide, has trees or buflies o n its moft 
c raggy parts. T h e l ower grounds , a l l round , toward the 
fea, are covered w i t h cocoa-palms and bread-frui t trees, l i k e 
the other iflands o f this ocean ; and the m a n y l i t t le iflots 
that fur round it on the infide o f the reef, add both to the 
amount o f its vegetable produetions, and to the n u m b e r o f 
its inhabi tants . 

But , ftill, w h e n we confider its very f m a l l extent, b e i n g 
not more than eight leagues i n compafs, it is rather re­
markab le , that its people m o u l d have attempted, or have 
been able to atchieve the conqueft o f Ul ie tea and Otaha, the 
former o f w h i c h iflands is, o f itfclf, at leaft double its fize. 
m each of m y three voyages, we had heard m u c h o f the 

* See a chart of the ifland of Bolabola, in Hawkefwortb's Collection, V o l . i i . p. 249. 

T h o u g h wc have no particular drawing of the harbour, its fituation is there diftincliy 
i^orefented. 
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w a r that produced this great revolut ion. T h e r emi t o f our 
inqu i r i e s , as to the circumftances a t tending it, m a y amufe 
the reader; and I give it as a fpecimen o f the hiftory o f 
our friends, i n this part o f the w o r l d , as related to u s* by 
themfelvcs. 

Ul ie tea and Otaha, w h i c h adjoins it, l ived l o n g i n f r iend­
fhip, or, as the natives exprefs it, were confidered as two 
brothers, inseparable by any interefled v iews . T h e y alfo 
admit ted the ifland o f H u a h e i n e as their f r iend, t h o u g h not 
fo int imate. Otaha, however , l i k e a traitor, leagued w i t h 
Bolabola , and they refolved jo in t l y to attack U l i e t e a ; whofe 
people cal led i n their friends o f H u a h e i n e , to aflift them 
againft thefe two powers. T h e m e n o f Bolabola were en ­
couraged by a prieftefs, or rather prophetefs, w h o foretold, 
that they m o u l d be fuccefs fu l ; and , as a proof o f the cer­
ta inty o f her predict ion, fhe defired, that a m a n m i g h t be fent 
to the fea, at a par t icular place, where, f rom a great depth, a 
ftone w o u l d afcend. H e went , accord ingly , i n a canoe to the 
place m e n t i o n e d ; and was g o i n g to dive to fee where this 
ftone lay, w h e n , behold , it ftarted u p to the furface fpontane-
oufly into his h a n d ! T h e people were aftonifhed at the 
f igh t ; the ftone was depofited as facred i n the houfe o f the 
Eatooa; and is ftill preferved at Bolabola , as a proof o f this 
woman 's influence w i t h the d iv in i ty . T h e i r fpirits be ing 
thus elevated w i t h the hopes o f victory, the canoes o f Bo la ­
bola fet out to engage thofe o f Ul ie tea and Huahe ine , w h i c h 
be ing ftrongly fattened together w i t h ropes, the encounter 
lafted l o n g , and w o u l d probably, notwi thf tanding the pre­
d ic t ion and the mi rac le , have ended i n the over throw o f the 
Bolabola fleet, i f that of Otaha had not, i n the cr i t ica l m o -

• F o r this,' as for many other particulars about thefe people, we are indebted to 

M r . Anderfon. 

S 2 ment , 



ment, arr ived. T h i s turned the fortune of the day, and 
their enemies were defeated w i t h great Daughter. T h e 
m e n o f Bolabola, profecut ing their victory, invaded H u a ­
heine two days after, w h i c h they k n e w rnufl be w e a k l y 
defended, as m o i l o f its warr iors were abfent. A c c o r d ­
i n g l y , they made themfelvcs matters o f that ifland. But 
m a n y o f its fugit ives h a v i n g got to Otaheite, there told 
their lamentable ftory; w h i c h fo gr ieved thofe o f their 
coun t rymen , and of Ulietea, w h o m they met w i t h in that 
i i l and , that they obtained fome afliftance f rom them. T h e y 
were equipped w i t h on ly ten f igh t ing canoes; but, t h o u g h 
their force was fo in confiderable, they conducted the expe­
d i t ion w i t h fo m u c h prudence, that they landed at H u a ­
heine at n igh t , w h e n dark, and f a l l i n g u p o n the Bolabola 
m e n by furpr ize , k i l t ed many of them, fo rc ing the refl to 
f ly . So that, by this means, they got poffeflton o f their 
if land again , w h i c h n o w remains independent, under the 
government o f its o w n Chiefs . Immedia te ly after the de­
feat of the uni ted fleets of Ul ie tea and Huahe ine , a propofal 
was made to the Bolabola m e n by their allies o f Otaha, to 
be admitted to an equal fhare of the conquefls. T h e r e f u f a l 
o f this broke the al l iance ; and i n the courfe o f the war , 
Otaha itfelf, as w e l l as Ul ie tea , was conquered; and both n o w 
r e m a i n fubject to B o l a b o l a ; the Chiefs w h o govern them, 
b e i n g on ly deputies o f Opoony , the fovereign of that ifland. 
In the reduct ion of the two iflands, five battles were fought , 
at different places, i n w h i c h great numbers were flain o n 
bo th fulcs. 

Such was the account we received. I have more than 
once remarked , h o w very imperfec t ly thefe people recollect 
the exact dates o f pafl events. A n d w i t h regard to this war , 
t hough it happened not m a n y years ago, we cou ld on ly 
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guefs at the t ime of its commencement and its conclufion, 
f rom collateral circumftances, furni fhcd by our o w n obfer-
vation,as the natives cou ld not iatisfy our inquir ies w i t h any 
precifion. T h e final conquer!: o f Ul ie tea , w h i c h clofed the 
war , we k n o w , had been made before I was there in the 
Endeavour , i n 1769 ; but we may infer, that peace had not 
been very l o n g reftorcd, as w c could then fee marks o f re­
cent hofti l i t ies* h a v i n g been commit ted upon that i i land. 
Some addi t ional l igh t may be th rown upon this i nqu i ry , by 
at tending to the age o f Tecrcctareea, the prefent C h i e f o f 
Huahe ine . H i s looks fhewed, that he was not above ten or 
twelve years o ld ; and we were informed, that his father 
had been k i l l e d i n one o f the battles. As to the t ime w h e n 
the war began, we had no better ru le for j u d g i n g , than 
this, that the y o u n g people o f about twenty years o f age, 
of w h o m we made inquir ies , cou ld fcarcely remember the 
fir ft battles ; and I have already mentioned, that Omai 's 
count rymen, w h o m we found at Wateeoo, k n e w no th ing o f 
this w a r ; fo that its commencement was fubfequent to their 
voyage. 

E v e r fince the conqucft o f Ul ie tea and Otaha, the Bola ­
bola m e n have been confidered, by their neighbours , as i n ­
v i n c i b l e ; and fuch is the extent o f their fame, that even at 
Otaheite, w h i c h is almoft out o f their reach, i f thcy.are not 
dreaded, they are, at leaft, refpected for their valour. It is 
faid, that they never fly i n battle, and that they always beat 
an equal n u m b e r o f the other iflanders. But , befides thefe 
advantages, their ne ighbours feem to afcribe a great deal 
to the fuperiori ty o f their god, who, they believed, detained 
us at Ul ie tea by contrary winds , as be ing u n w i l l i n g that we 
fhould vifit an ifland under his fpecial protection. 

* Thefe are taken notice of in Havuktfivorth'i Colktlkn, V o l . i i . p. 256, &c. 
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^1777- . H o w h i g h the Bolabola m e n are n o w i n eft imation at Ota-
^ j hci te , m a y be infer red f r o m Monf ieur de Bougainvi l le ' s an ­

chor h a v i n g been conveyed to them. T o the fame caufe we 
m u f l afcribe the in tent ion o f tranfport ing to their ifland the 
Spanifh b u l l . A n d they had already got poffelfion o f a t h i rd 
Eu ropean curiofi ty, the male o f another a n i m a l , b rough t 
to Otaheite by the Spaniards. W e had been m u c h p u z z l e d , 
b y the imperfect defcript ion o f the natives, to guefs wha t 
this cou ld be. But Capta in Clerke ' s deferters, w h e n brought 
back f r o m Bolabola , told me, that the a n i m a l had been 
there fhewn to them, and that it was a r a m . It f c ldom hap­
pens, but that fome good arifes out o f e v i l ; and i f our t w o 
m e n h a d not deferted, I fhould not have k n o w n this. In 
confequence o f their in fo rmat ion , at the fame t ime that I 
l anded to meet Opoony, I carr ied afhore a ewe, w h i c h w e 
h a d b rough t f r o m the Cape o f Good Hope ; and I hope that, 
b y this prefent, I have l a id the foundat ion for a breed o f 
fheep at Bolabola . I alfo left at Ul ie tea , under the care o f 
Oreo, an E n g l i f h boar and fow, and two goats. So that, 
not on l y Otaheite, but a l l the n e i g h b o u r i n g iflands, w i l l , i n 
a few years, have their race o f hogs confiderably i m p r o v e d ; 
and , probably , be f locked w i t h a l l the va luable an imals . 
w h i c h have been tranfported h i ther b y their European 
vifiters. 

W h e n once this comes to pafs, no part o f the w o r l d w i l l 
equa l thefe iflands, i n variety and abundance o f refrefh-
ments for navigators. Indeed, even i n their prefent flate, I 
k n o w no place that excels them. After repeated trials, i n 
the courfe o f feveral voyages, we find, w h e n they are not 
dif lurbed by interline broi ls , but l ive i n a m i t y w i t h one 
another, w h i c h has been the cafe for fome years pafl, 
that their productions are i n the greater! p l e n t y ; and, 
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par t icu la r ly , the moft valuable o f a l l the articles, their 
hogs. 

If we had had a larger alfortment o f goods, and a fufhcient 
quant i ty o f fait on board, I m a k e no doubt that we m i g h t 
have falted as m u c h pork as w o u l d have ferved both fhips 
near twelve months . But our vi f i t ing the Fr iendly Iflands, and 
our l o n g flay at Otaheite and the ne ighbourhood , quite ex-
hauf lcd our t rading commodit ies ; pa r t i cu la r ly our axes, wi th 
w h i c h alone hogs, i n general , were to be purchafed. A n d 
we had hard ly fait enough to cure fifteen puncheons of meat. 
O f thefe, five were added to our flock o f provifions, at the 
F r i e n d l y Iflands, and the other ten at Otaheite. Cap ta in 
C l e r k e alfo falted a proportionable quant i ty for his fhip. 

T h e procefs was the fame that had been adopted by me 
i n m y laft voyage ; and it m a y be wor th w h i l e to defcribe 
it again . T h e hogs were k i l l e d i n the even ing j as foon as 
they were cleaned, they were cut up , the bone taken out, 
and the meat falted w h e n it was hot. It was then l a id i n 
fuch a pofition as to permi t the juices to dra in f r o m it, t i l l 
the next m o r n i n g , w h e n it was aga in falted, packed into a 
cafk, and covered w i t h p i c k l e . H e r e it remained for four 
or five days, or a w e e k ; after w h i c h it was taken out and 
examined, piece by piece, and i f there was any found to be 
i n the leaft tainted, as fometimes happened, it was feparated 
f r o m the reft, w h i c h was repacked into another cafk, headed 
up, and filled w i t h good p ick le . In about eight or ten days 
t ime, it underwent a fecond e x a m i n a t i o n ; but this feemed 
unneceffary, as the who le was genera l ly found to be per­
fectly cured . A mix tu re o f bay and o f white fait, anfwers 
the beft; but either o f them w i l l do alone. Great care 
fhould be taken, that none of the large blood-veffeis r e m a i n 
i n the mea t ; nor muft too great a quant i ty be packed toge­
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W j ther at the firft fa l t ing, left the pieces i n the midd le m o u l d 
December. ° r 

* — — ' heat, and, by that means, prevent the fait f rom penetrat ing 
them. T h i s once happened to us, w h e n we k i l l e d a larger 
quant i ty than ufua l . R a i n y , ful t ry weather, is unfavour ­
able for f a k i n g meat i n t ropical cl imates. 

Perhaps, the frequent vifits Europeans have lately made 
to thefe iflanders, m a y be one great inducement to their 
k e e p i n g up a large ftock o f hogs, as they have had exper i ­
ence enough to k n o w , that, whenever we come, they m a y 
be fure o f get t ing f rom us what they efteem a valuable con-
fideration for them. A t Otaheite, they expect the re turn o f 
the Spaniards every day ; and they w i l l look for the E n g ­
l i f h , two of three years hence, not on ly there, but at the 
other iflands. It is to no purpofe to tell them, that y o u w i l l 
not re turn . T h e y th ink y o u muf t ; t hough not one o f t hem 
k n o w s , or w i l l g ive h i m f e l f the trouble to inqu i re , the rea-
fon of your c o m i n g . 

I o w n , I cannot avoid exprefl ing it as m y real op in ion , 
that it wou ld have been far better for thefe poor people, 

t never to have k n o w n our fuperiori ty i n the accommodations 
and arts that make l ife comfortable, than, after once k n o w ­
i n g it, to be again left and abandoned to their o r ig ina l inca­
pacity o f improvement . Indeed, they cannot be reftored to 
that happy mediocr i ty i n w h i c h they l ived before wc difco­
vered them, i f the intercourfe between us fhould be discon­
t inued. It feems to me, that it has become, i n a manner , 
i ncumben t on the Europeans to vifit them once i n three or 
four years, i n order to fupply them w i t h thofe convenien­
c e s w h i c h we have int roduced a m o n g them, and have 
g iven them a predilect ion for. T h e want o f fuch occafional 
fupplies w i l l , probably , be felt very heavi ly by them, w h e n 
it may be too late to go back to their o ld lefs perfect con ­
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trivances,• w h i c h they n o w defpifc, and have d i fcont inued, *777-
. December. 

fince the in t roduc t ion o f ours. For , by the t ime that the ^—.-* ' 
i r o n tools, o f w h i c h they are n o w poffeffed, arc w o r n out , 
they w i l l have a lmof l lofl the knowledge o f their o w n . A 
ftone hatchet is, at prefent, as rare a t h i n g amongf l them, 
as an i r o n one was eight years a g o ; and a chiffel o f bone, 
or flone, is not to be feen. Spike-nai l s have fuppl ied the 
place o f thefe laf l s and they are weak enough to fancy, that 
they have got an inexhauf l ib le flore o f t h e m ; for thefe were 
not n o w at a l l fought after. Sometimes, however, nails, 
m u c h fmal lc r than a fpike, w o u l d fti l l be taken i n exchange 
for fruit . Kn ives happened, at prefent, to be i n great efteem 
at U l i e t e a ; and axes and hatchets remained u n r i v a l l e d by 
any other o f our commodi t ies , at a l l the iflands. W i t h re-
fpect to articles o f mere ornament , thefe people are as 
changeable as any o f the polifhed nations o f E u r o p e ; fo 
that what plcafes their fancy, w h i l e a fafhion is i n vogue, 
m a y be rejected, w h e n another w h i m has fupplanted it-
But our i ron tools, arc fo f l r i k i n g l y ufeful , that they w i l l , 
w c m a y confidently pronounce, cont inue to pr ize t h e m 
h i g h l y . ; and be comple te ly miferablc , if , nei ther poffefling 
the materials, nor trained up to the art o f fabr ica t ing them, 
they fhould ceafe to receive fupplies o f what m a y n o w 
be confidcrcd as h a v i n g become neceffary to their comfort­
able exiflence. 
v Otaheite, t hough not comprehended in - the number o f 
wha t we have cal led the Society Iflands, be ing inhabi ted by 
the fame race o f m e n , agree ing i n the fame lead ing fea­
tures o f character and manners, it was fortunate, that we 
happened to difcover this p r inc ipa l ifland before the others ; 
as the fr iendly and hofpitablc reception we there met w i t h , 
o f courfe, led us to make it the p r inc ipa l place o f refort, i n 
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•777- ourfuccefl ive vifits to this part o f the Pacific Ocean. B y the 
December. r . 

w—„ 1 f requency o f this intercourfe, we have had better oppor tun i ­
ties o f k n o w i n g fometh ing about it and its inhabi tants , than 
about the other f imi lar , but lefs confiderable, iflands i n its 
v i c in i t y . O f thefe, however , we have feen enough to fa-
tisfy us, that a l l that we obferved and have related of Ota­
heite, m a y , w i t h t r i f l ing variat ions, be appl ied to them. 

T o o m u c h feems to have been already k n o w n , and pub -
l i fhed i n our former relations, about fome of the modes o f 
l i fe , that made Otaheite fo agreeable an abode to m a n y o n 
board our fhips ; and i f I cou ld n o w add any finifhing 
i l rokes to a picture , the outl ines o f w h i c h have been a l ­
ready d r a w n w i t h fufheient accuracy, I fhould f l i l l have he-
fftated to m a k e this j o u r n a l the place for e x h i b i t i n g a v i e w 
o f l icent ious manners , w h i c h c o u l d o n l y ferve to d i fguf l 
thofe for whofc i n f o r m a t i o n I wri te . The re are, however , 
m a n y parts o f the domefl ic , po l i t i ca l , and re l ig ious i n f l i t u ­
tions o f thefe people, w h i c h , after a l l our vifits to them, are 
but imper fec t ly under f lccd . T h e fo rego ing narrative o f the 
incidents that happened d u r i n g our flay, w i l l , probably , be 
thought to th row fome addi t ional l i gh t j and, for farther fa­
tisfaction, I refer to M r . Anderfon 's remarks . 

A m i d f l our various fubordinate employments , w h i l e at 
thefe iflands, the great objects o f ou r du ty were always at­
tended to. N o oppor tuni ty was lofl o f m a k i n g af l ronomica l 
and naut ica l obfervat ions; f r o m w h i c h the f o l l o w i n g table 
was d r a w n u p : 

p . Latitude. Longitude. Variation of D ipo f the 
l I a c e - South. Eatt. theCompafs. Needle. 

M a t a v a i P o i n t , Otaheite 17° 29 1 / 2io° 22' 2 8 " 5 0 34' Eaft 29 0 12' 

O w h a r r e Harbour , Huaheine 160 4 2 ^ 208° 52' 24" 5° 131'Eaft 28* 28' 

Ohamaneno Harbour , Ul ietea 160 45*' 208 0 25' 2 * " 6° 19' Eaft 29 0 5' 
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T h e longi tude of the three feveral places is deduced f rom I777-
, December. 

the mean of 145- fets o f obfervations made on m o r e ; fome v., —w $ 
at one place, and fome at ano the r ; and carried on to each 
o f the flations, by the time-keeper. As the fituation o f thefe 
places was very accurately fettled, d u r i n g m y former v o y ­
ages, the above obfervations were n o w made chiefly w i t h 
a v i ew o f d e t e r m i n i n g h o w far a n u m b e r o f lunar ob ­
fervations m i g h t be depended upon , and h o w near they 
w o u l d agree w i t h thofe made upon the fame fpot i n 1769, 
w h i c h fixed Matava i Point to be i n 2100 27' 30". T h e differ­
ence, i t appears, is o n l y o f 5 ' 1"; and, perhaps, no other 
me thod cou ld have produced a more perfect agreement. 
W i t h o u t pre tending to fay w h i c h o f the two computat ions 
is the nearefl the t ruth, the long i tude o f 2100 22'28", or, 
w h i c h is the fame t h i n g , 208° 25' 22", w i l l be the longi tude 
we fhal l r eckon f r o m w i t h the t ime-keeper , a l l o w i n g it to be 
lof ing, o n mean t ime, I , " 6 Q each day, as found by the mean 
of a l l the obfervations made at thefe iflands, for that purpofe. 

O n our a r r iva l at Otaheite, the error o f the t ime-keeper 
i n longi tude was, 

G r e e n w i c h rate, i° 18' 58" 

ongataboo rate o° 16' 40" 

Some obfervations were alfo made on the t ide ; par t icu­
l a r ly at Otaheite and Ul ie tea ; w i t h a v i e w o f afcer ta ining 
its greateft rife at the firft place. W h e n w c were there, i n 
m y fecond voyage, M r . Wales thought he had difcovered, 
that it rofe h ighe r than I had obferved it to do, w h e n I 
firfl vifited Otaheite i n 1769. But the obfervations w c n o w 
made, proved that it d id no t ; that is, that it never rofe 
h ighe r than twelve or fourteen inches at mof l . A n d it was 
obferved to be h igh-wate r near ly at noon, as w e l l at the 
quadratures, as at the f u l l , and change o f the moon , 
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W7; T o verify this , the fo l lowing; obfervations were made at 
December. / * <=» 
w - v — - » U l i e t e a : 

Day of 
the Water at a ftand, Mean Time 

of 
Perpendicul 

rife. 
Month . •om to H i g h Water. Inches. 

N o v e m b e r 6. 11' I 5 M to I 2h 20m I I 1 ' 48™ 5» 5 
7- I I 40 I C O 12 20 5, 2 
8, I 1 35* 12 50 12 12 
% .1 I 40 I I 6 12 28 5> 5 

10. 11 25 I I O 12 18 6, 5 
12 00 I 40 I 0 20 

12. I I 00 1 °5 12 02 5>7 
13- 9 30 11 40 I O 35 8, 0 
14. 11 10 12 50 1 2 00 8,0 

9 20 11 30 10 2 5 9, 2 
16. 10 00 12 00 I I 00 9 , 0 
17- 10 45. fi 15 I I 30 
18. 10 25 12 10 I I 18 91 0 
19. 11 00 1 00 12 00 8, 0 
20. 11 30 2 00 12 45 7, 0 
21. 11 00 1 00 I ° 00 8, 0 
22. 11 3° 1 07 1 2 18 8, 0 

12 00 1 30 12 45 <VS 
24. 11 30 1 40 I 0 35 5» 5 
25- 11 40 1 50 12 45 4» 7 
26. 11 00 1 30 I 2 15 5» -

H a v i n g n o w finifhed a l l that occurs to me, w i t h regard to 
thefe iflands, w h i c h m a k e fo confpicuous a figure i n the 
lift o f our difcoveries, the Reader w i l l permi t m c to fufpend 
the profecution o f m y Journa l , w h i l e he perufes the f o l ­
l o w i n g Chapter , for w h i c h I a m indebted to M r , Anderfon. . 
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C H A P . I X . 

Accounts of OtaheiteJiill imperfect.—The prevailing Winch. 
—Beauty of the Country.—Cultivation.—Natural Cu-
riofities.—The Perfons of the Natives.—Difeafes.—Ge­
neral Character.—Love of Pleafure.—Language.— 
Surgery and Phyfic.—Articles of Food.—Effects of 
drinking Ava.—Times and Manner of Eating.—Con­
nections with the Females.—:Circumcifon.—Syflem of Rt-
ligion.—Notions about the Soul and a future Life.— 
Various Superfitions.—Traditions about the Creation.— 
Aft hiforical Legend.—Honours paid to the King.— 
Diflinttion of Ranks.—Punifhment of Crimes.—Pecu­
liarities of the neighbouring Iflands.—Names of their 
Gods.—Names of Iflands they vifitk—Extent of their-
Navigation. 

" r T P O what has been faid o f Otahehc, i n the accounts o f 
JL the fucceil ive voyages o f Captain W a l l i s , Monf . de 

Bouga inv i l l e , and Capta in Cook, it w o u l d , at f u l l fight, 
feem fupcrfluous to add any t h i n g ; as it migh t be fuppofed, 
that l i t t le cou ld be n o w produced, but a repetit ion o f what 
has been told before. I am , however, far f r o m be ing o f 
that op in ion ; and w i l l venture to affirm, though a very ac­
curate defcription o f the country, and o f the moft obvious 
cufloms of its inhabitants , has been already g iven , cfpe-
c ia l ly by Capta in Cook , that m u c h ftill remains untouched ; 
that, i n fome inflanccs, mif lakes have been made, w h i c h 
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later and repeated obfervation has been able to rectify ; and 
that, even n o w , w e arc drangers to m a n y o f the m o l l i m ­
portant in l l i tu t ions that preva i l amongf l thefe people. T h e 
t ru th is, our vifits, t h o u g h frequent, l iave been but t ran-
f ient ; m a n y o f us had no inc l ina t ion to m a k e i n q u i r i e s ; 
m o r e o f us were unable to direct our inqui r ies p rope r ly ; 
and we a l l laboured, t h o u g h not to the fame degree, under 
the difadvantages a t tending an imperfect knowledge o f the 
language o f thofe, f r o m w h o m alone wc could receive a n y 
in fo rmat ion . T h e Spaniards had it more i n their power to 
fu rmoun t this bar to i n l l r u c t i o n ; fome o f them h a v i n g re-
fided at Otaheite m u c h longer than any other European 
vifiters. A s , w i t h their fupcrior advantages, they cou ld 
not but have had an oppor tuni ty o f ob ta in ing the f u l l e d 
i n f o r m a t i o n on m o d fubjects re la t ing to this ifland ; their 
account o f it w o u l d , probably, convey more authentic and 
accurate inte l l igence, than, w i t h our bed endeavours, any 
o f us cou ld poflibly obtain. But , as I look upon it to be very 
uncer ta in , i f not very u n l i k e l y , that we m a l l ever have any 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n f r o m that quarter, I have here put toge­
ther what addi t ional inte l l igence, about Otaheite, and its 
n e i g h b o u r i n g iflands, I was able to procure, either f r o m 
O m a i , w h i l e on board the fhip, or by converfing w i t h the 
other natives, w h i l e we remained amongf l them. 

T h e w i n d , for the greatcd part o f the year, b lows f r o m 
between E a d South Eaft, and f a d Nor th Eaf l . Th i s is 
the true trade w i n d , or what the natives ca l l Maaraee \ and 
it fometimes blows w i t h confiderable force. W h e n this is 
the cafe, the weather is often c loudy , w i t h fhowers o f 
r a in ; but w h e n the w i n d is more moderate, it is clear, 
fettled, and ferene. I f the w i n d fhould veer farther to the 
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Southward , and become South Eafl;, or South South Eaft, i t 
then b lows more gent ly , w i t h a fmooth fea, and is ca l led 
Maoai. In thofe months , w h e n the fun is near ly ver t ica l , 
that is, i n December and January , the w inds and wea ­
ther are both very variable ; but it f requent ly b lows f r o m 
W e l l N w h w e f t , or N o r t h Weft. T h i s w i n d is what they 
ca l l Toerou; and is general ly attended by dark, c loudy wea­
ther, and frequently by ra in . It fomctimes b lows ftrong, 
t h o u g h genera l ly moderate ; bu t fe ldom lafts longer than 
five or fix days wi thou t i n t e r r u p t i o n ; and is the o n l y w i n d 
i n w h i c h the people o f the iflands to leeward come to this, 
i n their canoes. I f it happens to be ftill more Nor ther ly , it 
b lows w i t h lefs ftrcngth, and has the different appel la t ion 
o f Era-fotala; w h i c h they f e ign to be the wife o f the Toerou ; 
w h o , accord ing to their m y t h o l o g y , is a male . 

T h e w i n d f r o m South Weft, and Weft South Weft, is ftill 
more frequent than the former ; and though it is , i n ge ­
nera l , gentle, and in ter rupted by calms, or breezes f r o m 
the Eaftward, yet it fometimes b lows i n brifk fqual ls . T h e 
weather a t tending it is c o m m o n l y dark, c loudy, and ra iny , 
w i t h a clofe, hot a i r ; and often accompanied by a great 
deal o f l i g h t n i n g and thunder . It is called Eton, and often 
fucceeds the Toerou; as does alfo the Farooa, w h i c h is ftill 
more Souther ly ; and, f r o m its violence, blows d o w n houfes 
and trees, efpccial ly the cocoa-palms, f rom their loftinefs ; 
bu t it is on ly o f a fhort dura t ion . 

T h e natives feem not to have a very accurate k n o w l e d g e 
of thefe changes, and yet pretend to have d r awn fome ge­
neral conclufions f rom their effects: for they fay, w h e n the 
fea has a ho l low found, and dafhes flowly on the more , or ra ­
ther on the reef wi thout , that it portends good weather ; bur, 
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lrn- i f U has a fharp found, and the waves fucceed each other 
xc:mber. 1 

fait, that the reverfe w i l l happen. 

Perhaps, there is fcarcely a fpot i n the univerfe that af­
fords a more luxur i an t profpecl than the South Eafl: part o f 
Otaheite. T h e h i l l s are h i g h and f leep; and, i n m a n y 
places, craggy. But they are covered to the very fummi t s 
w i t h trees and fhrubs, i n fuch a manner , that the fpeclator 
can r fcarcely help t h i n k i n g , that the very rocks poffefs the 
property o f p roduc ing and fuppor t ing their verdant c lo th­
i n g . T h e flat l and w h i c h bounds thofe h i l l s toward the fea, 
and the interjacent valleys alfo, teem w i t h various p roduc­
tions that g r o w w i t h the mof l exuberant v i g o u r ; and, at 
once, fill the m i n d o f the beholder w i t h the idea, that no 
place upon earth can outdo this, i n the f l rength and beauty 
o f vegetation. Na ture has been no lefs l ibera l i n d i f l r i b u t i n g 
r ivule ts , w h i c h arc found i n every v a l l e y ; and as they ap­
proach the fea, often divide into two or three branches, fer t i ­
l i z i n g the flat lands t h rough w h i c h they run . T h e habitations 
o f the natives are fcattered, w i thou t order, upon thefe flats ; 
and many of t h e m appear ing toward the fhore, prefented 
a de l i gh t fu l fcene, v iewed f r o m our fhips ; cfpccial ly as the 
fea, w i t h i n the reef, w h i c h bounds the coafl, is perfectly 
f u l l , and affords a fafe navigat ion , at a l l t imes, for the i n ­
habi tan ts ; w h o are often feen padd l ing i n their canoes i n ­
dolent ly a long , i n paffing f rom place to place, or in g o i n g 
to fifh. O n v i e w i n g thefe c h a r m i n g fecnes, 1 have ofren re­
gretted m y inab i l i t y to tranfmit to thofe w h o have had no 
oppor tuni ty of feeing them, fuch a defcription as m i g h t , 
i n fome meafure, convey an impreffion f imi lar to what m u f l 
be felt by every one w h o has been fortunate enough to be 
upon the fpot. 

It 



It Is, doubtlcfs, the na tura l fer t i l i ty o f the country, combined 
w i t h the mi ldncfs and ferenity o f the c l imate , that renders 
the natives fo carclcfs i n their cu l t iva t ion , that, i n m a n y 
places, t h o u g h over f lowing w i t h the r i chcf l productions, 
the fmal lc f l traces o f it cannot be obferved. T h e c lo th 
plant, w h i c h is raifed by feeds brought f rom the mounta ins , 
and the ava, or in toxica t ing pepper, w h i c h they defend f r o m 
the fun w h e n very y o u n g , by cover ing them w i t h leaves o f 
the bread-fruit-tree, are a lmof l the o n l y things to w h i c h 
they feem to pay any attention ; and thefe they keep very 
clean. 

I have inqu i r ed very careful ly into their manner o f c u l t i ­
va t ing the bread-fruit-tree ; but was a lways anfwered, that 
they never planted it. T h i s , indeed, muff be evident to every 
one w h o w i l l examine the places where the y o u n g trees come 
up. It w i l l be a lways obferved, that they fpr ing f rom the 
roots o f the o ld ones ; w h i c h r u n a long near the furface 
o f the g round . So that the bread-fruit-trees may be rec­
koned thofe that w o u l d na tu ra l ly cover the plains, even 
fuppofing that the ifland was not i nhab i t ed ; i n the fame 
manner that the wh i t e -ba rked trees, found at V a n Diemen ' s 
Land , conflitute the forefls there. A n d f rom this we m a y 
obferve, that the inhabi tant o f Otaheite, inflead o f b e i n g 
obl iged to plant his bread, w i l l rather be under a neccfli ty 
o f prevent ing its progrefs ; w h i c h , I fuppofe, is fomct imcs 
done, to g ive room for trees o f another fort, to afford h i m 
fome variety i n his food. 

T h e ch ie f o f thefe are the cocoa-nut and plantain j the 
firfl of w h i c h can give no trouble, after it has raifed i t felf 
a foot or two above the g round j but the plantain requires a 
l i t t le more care, fo r , after it is planted, it fhoots up, and, 
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i n about three months , begins to bear fruit ; d u r i n g w h i c h 
t ime it gives y o u n g moots, w h i c h fupply a fucceflion o f 
f rui t . F o r the o ld flocks are cut down , as the frui t is 
taken off. * 

T h e products o f the if land, however , are not fo r e m a r k ­
able for their variety, as great abundance ; and curiofities 
o f any k i n d are not numerous . A m o n g f l thefe we m a y 
r e c k o n a pond or lake of frefl i water, at the top o f one o f 
the h ighef l mounta ins , to go to, and to re turn f r o m w h i c h , 
takes three or four days. It is r emarkab le for its depth ; 
and has eels o f an enormous fize i n i t ; w h i c h are fome-
times caught by the natives, who go upon this water i n l i t t le 
floats of two or three w i l d plantain-trees faflened together. 
T h i s is efteemed one o f the grearefl na tura l curiofities o f 
the country ; i n fomuch , that travellers, w h o come f r o m 
the other iflands, are c o m m o n l y afked, amongf l the firfl. 
th ings , by their friends, at their re turn , i f they have feen 
it ? The re is alfo a fort o f water, o f w h i c h there is o n l y one 
f m a l l pond upon the if land, as far diflant as the lake, and 
to appearance very good, w i t h a y e l l o w fediment at the 
b o t t o m : but it has a bad tafle, and proves fatal to thofe w h o 
d r i n k any q u a n t i t y ; or makes t hem break out i n blotches, 
i f they bathe i n i t . 

N o t h i n g could m a k e a f lronger impreff ion, at firfl l ight , 
on our a r r iva l here, than the remarkable contrafl between 
the robufl make and dark colour o f the people o f T o n g a -
taboo, and a fort o f del icacy and whitenefs, w h i c h d i f l i n -
p-uifh the inhabitants o f Otaheite. It was even fome t ime 
before that difference cou ld preponderate i n favour o f the 
Otaheiteans ; and then on ly , perhaps, becaufe we became 
accuflomed to them, the marks w h i c h had recommended 
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the others began to be forgotten. T h e i r w o m e n , however , _ W7> 
0 0 December. 

ftruck us as fuperior i n every refpeet; and as poffeiling a l l » * 
thofe delicate characteriftics, w h i c h di f t inguifh them f r o m 
the other fex i n m a n y countr ies . T h e beard w h i c h the 
m e n here wear l o n g , and the ha i r w h i c h is not cut fo 
ihor t , as is the fafhion at Tongataboo, made alfo a great 
difference; and we cou ld not he lp t h i n k i n g , that, on every 
occafion, they fliewed a greater degree o f t im id i t y a n d 
f icklcnefs . T h e m u f c u l a r appearance, fo c o m m o n amongfl: 
the Fr iend ly IfLanders, and w h i c h feems a confequence o f 
their be ing accuf lomcd to m u c h action, is loft here, where 
the fuperior fer t i l i ty of their count ry enables the inhab i t ­
ants to lead a more indolent l i f e ; and its place is fuppl ied 
b y a p lumpnefs and fmoothnefs o f the f k i n ; w h i c h , 
t h o u g h , perhaps, more confonant w i t h our ideas o f beauty, 
is no real advantage ; as it feems attended w i t h a k i n d o f 
l anguor i n a l l their mot ions , not obfervable i n the others. 
T h i s obfervation is f u l l y verified, i n their box ing and wreft-
l i n g , w h i c h may be called l i t t le better than the feeble ef­
forts o f ch i ld ren , i f compared to the v i g o u r w i t h w h i c h 
thefe exercifes are per formed at the F r i e n d l y Iflands. 

Perfonal endowments b e i n g i n great eftcem amongf l 
t hem, they have recourfe to feveral methods o f i m p r o v i n g 
t h e m , according to their notions o f beauty. In part icular , 
i t is a practice, efpecially amongf l the Erreoes, or u n m a r ­
r ied men of fome confequence, to undergo a k i n d o f phyfical 
operat ion to render t h e m fair. T h i s is done by r e m a i n i n g 
a m o n t h or two i n the houfe ; d u r i n g w h i c h t ime they wear 
a great quant i ty o f clothes, eat n o t h i n g but bread-fruit to 
w h i c h they afcribe a remarkable property i n w h i t e n i n g 
them. T h e y alfo fpeak, as i f their corpulence and colour , 
at other t imes, depended u p o n their f o o d ; as they arc 
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obl iged , f r o m the change o f feafons, to ufe different forts 
at different t imes. 

T h e i r c o m m o n diet is made u p of, at leaft, nine-tenths 
o f vegetable f o o d ; and, I believe, more par t icular ly , the 
mahee, or fermented bread-fruit, w h i c h enters a lmof l every 
m e a l , has a remarkab le effect u p o n them, prevent ing a cof-
tive habit , and p r o d u c i n g a very fenfible coolnefs about 
them, w h i c h cou ld not be perceived i n us w h o fed on a n i ­
m a l food. A n d it i s , perhaps, o w i n g to this temperate 
courfe o f l i fe that they have fo few difeafes a m o n g them. 

T h e y on l y reckon five or fix, w h i c h m i g h t be cal led 
chronic , or na t iona l d i forders ; amongf l w h i c h are the 
dropfy, and the fefai, or indolent fwel l ings before ment ioned , 
as frequent at Tongataboo. But this was before the a r r iva l 
o f the Europeans ; for we have added to this fhort cata­
logue , a difeafe w h i c h abundant ly fupplies the place o f 
a l l the others j and is n o w a lmof l univer fa l . For this 
they feem to have no effectual remedy. T h e priefls, indeed, 
fometimes give t h e m a med ley o f fimples ; but they o w n 
that it never cures them. A n d yet, they a l low, that, i n a 
f ew cafes, nature, w i thou t the affiftance o f a phyf ic ian , ex­
terminates the poifon o f this fatal difeafe, and a perfect 
recovery is produced. T h e y fay, that, i f a m a n is infected 
w i t h it, he w i l l often communica te it to others i n the fame 
houfe, by feeding out o f the fame utenfils, or h a n d l i n g 
t h e m ; and that, i n this cafe, they frequently die, w h i l e 
he recovers; t h o u g h we fee no reafon w h y this fhould 
happen. 

T h e i r behaviour , on a l l occafions, feems to indicate a 
great opennefs and generofity o f difpofition. O m a i , i n ­
deed, w h o , as their coun t ryman , fhould be fuppofed rather 
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w i l l i n g to conceal any o f their defects, has often faid, that ^77^ 
they are fometimes cruel i n p u n i f h i n g their enemies. A c - ^ — » — 
Cording to his reprefentation, they torment them very d e l i ­
berately ; at one t ime, tear ing out fmal l pieces o f flelh f r o m 
different parts ; at another, t a k i n g out the eyes; then cut­
t i ng off the nofej and laf l ly , k i l l i n g t h e m by opening the 
be l ly . But this on ly happens on part icular occafions I f 
chcerfulnefs argues a confeious innocence, one wou ld fup-
pofe that their l i fe is feldom fu l l ied by crimes. T h i s , h o w ­
ever, I rather impu te to their feelings, w h i c h , though l ive ly , 
feem i n no cafe pe rmanen t ; for I never faw them, in any 
misfor tune , l abour under the appearance o f anxiety, after 
the cr i t ica l momen t was pad. Nei ther does care ever feem 
to w r i n k l e their brow. O n the contrary, even the approach 
o f death does not appear to alter their ufual v ivac i ty . I 
have fecn them, when brought to the b r i n k o f the graye by 
difeafe, and w h e n prepar ing to go to bat t le; but, i n nei ther 
cafe, ever obferved their countenances overclouded w i t h 
me lancho ly , or fcrious reflection. 

S u c h a difpofition, leads them to direct a l l their a ims o n l y 
to what can give them pleafure and cafe. T h e i r amufc -
ments a l l tend to excite and continue their amorous paf l ions; 
and their fongs, o f w h i c h they'are immodera te ly fond, an -
fwer the fame purpofe. But as a condant fucceflion o f fen-
fual enjoyments m u d cloy, w c found, that they frequent ly 
varied them to more refined fubjects, and had m u c h plea­
fure i n chan t ing their t r i umphs i n war, and their occupa­
tions i n peace ; their travels to other iflands, and adventures 
there ; and the pecul iar beauties, and fuperior advantages 
of their o w n ifland over the red, or o f different parts o f it 
over other lefs favourite dif lr icts . T h i s marks , that they re­
ceive great del ight f rom m u f i c ; and though they rather ex-
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l 777- preffcd a d i f l ikc to our compl ica ted compofitions, yet were 
December. * 

*»—* ' they a lways del ighted w i t h the more melodious founds pro­
duced f ingly on our inftruments, as approach ing nearer to 
the f impl ic i ty o f their o w n . : 

Ne i the r arc they ftrangers to the foothing effects pro­
duced by part icular forts o f mot ion ; w h i c h , i n fome cafes, 
feem to a l lay any per turbat ion o f m i n d , w i t h as m u c h fuc-
cefs as mufic . O f this, I met w i t h a remarkab le inftance. 
For on w a l k i n g , one day, about Matava i Point , where our 
tents were erected, I faw a m a n padd l ing , i n a fmal l canoe, 
fo q u i c k l y , and l o o k i n g about w i t h fuch cagernefs, on each 
fide, as to c o m m a n d a l l m y attention. A t firft, 1 i m a g i n e d 
that he had ftolen fometh ing f rom one of the fhips, and 
was purfued ; but, on w a i t i n g patiently, faw h i m repeat his 
amufement . H e went out f rom the more , t i l l he was near 
the place where the fwel l begins to take its r i f e ; and, 
w a t c h i n g its firft m o t i o n very attentively, paddled before it, 
w i t h great quicknefs , t i l l he found that it overtook h i m , and 
had acquired fufficicnt force to carry his canoe before i t , 
w i thou t p a l l i n g underneath. H e then fat motionlefs, and 
was carr ied a long, at the fame fwift rate as the wave, t i l l it 
l anded h i m upon the beach. T h e n he ftarted out, emptied 
h i s canoe, and went i n fcarcl i o f another fwel l . I could not 
he lp conc lud ing , that this m a n felt the moft fupreme plea­
fure, w h i l e he was d r iven on , fo faft and fo fmoothly , by the 
fea; c fpccia l ly as, t hough the tents and fhips were fo near, 
he d id not feem, i n the leaft, to envy, or even to take any 
notice of, the crowds of his c oun t rymen collected to v i e w 
t h e m as objects w h i c h were rare and cur ious . D u r i n g m y 
ftay, two or three o f the natives came up , w h o feemed to 
fhare his fe l ic i ty , and always cal led out, w h e n there was 
a n appearance o f a favourable fwel l , as he fomctimes miff-



cd ir, by h is back b e i n g turned, and l o o k i n g about for i t . 
B y them I underftood, that this exercifc, w h i c h is cal led 
ehorooe, was frequent amongft t h e m ; and they have pro­
bably more amufements o f this fort, w h i c h afford them at 
leaft as m u c h pleafure as fka i t ing , w h i c h is the on ly one o f 
ours, w i t h whofe effects I cou ld compare it . 

T h e language o f Otaheite, t hough doubtlefs radica l ly the 
fame w i t h that o f N e w Zealand and the Fr iendly Iflands, is 
deftitute o f that gut tura l p ronuncia t ion , and o f fome con-
fonants, w i t h w h i c h thofe latter dialects abound. T h e fpe-
c imens w c have already g iven , are fufticient to m a r k 
whe re in the var ia t ion chiefly confifts, and to f l i cw, that, l i k e 
the manners o f the inhabitants, it has become foft and 
foothing. D u r i n g the former voyage, I had collected a co­
pious vocabulary, w h i c h enabled me the better to compare 
this dialect w i t h that o f the other iflands ; and, d u r i n g this 
voyage, I took every opportuni ty o f i m p r o v i n g m y ac­
quaintance w i t h it, by convcrf ing w i t h O m a i , before we ar­
r ived , and by m y da i ly intercourfe w i t h the natives, w h i l e we 
n o w remained there *. It abounds w i t h beaut i ful and f igura­
tive exprcffions, w h i c h , were it perfectly k n o w n , w o u l d , I 
have no doubt, put it upon a level w i t h m a n y o f the languages 
that are moft i n efteem for their w a r m and bold images. 
For inftance; the Otahcitcans cxprefs their notions o f death 
very emphat ica l ly , by fay ing , u T h a t the foul goes in to 
darknefs ; or rather into n ight ." A n d , i f y o u feem to en­
tertain any doubt, i n a fk ing the queftion, " i f fuch a per­
fon is their m o t h e r : " they immedia te ly reply, w i t h fur-

* See this vocabulary, at the end of the fecond volume of Captain Cook's fecond 
voyage- M a n y corrections, and additions. to it, were now made by this inde­
fatigable inquirer ; but the fpecimens of the language of Otaheite, already in the 
hands of the Public, fwm fufHcicnt for every ufeful purpofe. 
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'777. p r i ze , " Yes , the mother that bore m e , " T h e y have one 
December. 

* ^ cxpreffion, that coiTcfponds exactly w i t h the phrafeology or 
the fcriptures, where we read of the 1 1 y e a r n i n g o f the 
bowels , " T h e y ufe it o n a l l occafions, w h e n the paflions 
give them uneafinefs ; as they c o n d a m l y refer pain f rom 
grief , anxious defire, and other affections, to the bowels, as 
its feat; where they l i k e w i f c fuppofe a l l operations o f the 
m i n d are performed. T h e i r language admits o f that i n ­
verted arrangement o f words, w h i c h fo m u c h di f l ingui f l ics 
the L a t i n and Greek f rom m o d o f our modern Eu ropean 
tongues, whofe imperfect ions require a more orderly c o n -
f l ruc t ion , to prevent ambigui t ies . It is fo copious, that 
for the bread-frui t alone, i n its different dates, they have 
above twenty names ; as many for the taro roo t ; and about 
ten for the cocoa-nut. A d d to this, that, befides the c o m m o n 
dialect, they often expodulatc, i n a k i n d o f danza or r ec i -

**.TT tative, w h i c h is anfwered i n the fame manner . 
T h e i r arts are few and fimple ; yet, i f we m a y credit 

t hem, they per form cures i n furgery, w h i c h our extcnfive 
knowledge i n that b ranch has not, as yet, enabled us to i m i ­
tate. In f imple fractures, they b ind them up w i t h fpl ints ; but 
i f part o f the fubflance of the bone be lod , they infert a piece 
o f wood , between the fractured ends, made h o l l o w l i k e 
the deficient part. In five or fix days, the rapaooyox furgcon, 
infpects the w o u n d , and finds the wood partly covered w i t h 
the g r o w i n g flefh. In as m a n y more days, it is genera l ly 
ent i re ly covered ; after w h i c h , w h e n the patient has ac­
qu i r ed fome f l rcngth , he bathes i n the water, and recovers. 
W e k n o w that wounds w i l l heal over leaden bu l l e t s ; and 
fometimes, t hough rarely, over other extraneous bodies. 
B u t what makes me entertain fome doubt o f the t ruth o f fo 
extraordinary (kilt, as i n the above indance is, that i n 
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other cafes w h i c h fe l l under m y o w n observation, they are 
far f rom be ing fo dexterous. 1 have feen the f l u m p o f an 
a r m , w h i c h was taken off, after be ing fhattered by a f a l l 
f r o m a tree, that bore no m a r k s o f f k i l f u l operation, t h o u g h 
fome al lowance be made for their defective mf l ruments . 
A n d I met w i t h a m a n g o i n g about w i t h a diflocated 
ihou lder , fome months after the accident, f r o m their b e i n g 
ignorant o f a method to reduce i t ; t h o u g h this be con -
fidered as one o f the fimpleft operations o f our furgery. 
T h e y k n o w that fractures or luxations o f the fpine are 
mor ta l , but not fractures o f the lieu 11; and they l i kewi f e 
k n o w , f r o m experience, i n wha t parts o f the body wounds 
prove fatal. T h e y have fometimes pointed out thofe i n ­
flicted by fpears, w h i c h , i f made i n the d i rec t ion they m e n ­
tioned, w o u l d cer ta inly have been pronounced deadly by 
us j and yet thefe people have recovered. 

T h e i r phyfical knowledge feems more confined j and 
that, probably, becaufe their difeafes are fewer than the i r 
accidents. T h e priefls, however , admin i f l c r the juices o f 
herbs i n fome cafes; and w o m e n w h o are t roubled w i t h 
after-pains, or other diforders after ch i ld -bear ing , ufe a re­
medy w h i c h one w o u l d t h i n k needlefs i n a hot country. 
T h e y firfl heat ftones, as w h e n they bake their f o o d ; then 
they lay a th ick cloth over them, upon w h i c h is put a 
quant i ty o f a fma l l plant o f the muf la rd k i n d ; and thefe 
are covered w i t h another c loth. U p o n this they feat t h e m -
feives, and fwcat p len t i fu l ly , to obtain a cure. T h e m e n 
have practifed the fame method for the venereal lues, but 
find it ineffectual. T h e y have no emetic medicines . 

No twi th f l and ing the extreme fer t i l i ty o f the if land, a f a ­
m i n e frequently happens, i n w h i c h , it is faid, m a n y perifh. 
Whe the r this be o w i n g to the fa i lure o f fome fcafons, to 
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' k » happen, or to wars , I have not been able to de te rmine ; 
t hough the t ru th o f the fact m a y fa i r ly be inferred, f r o m 
the great ceconomy that they obferve w i t h refpect to their 
food, even w h e n there is plenty. In t imes of Scarcity, after 
their bread-fruit and yams are con fumed, they have re-
courfe to various roots, w h i c h g row, wi thou t cu l t iva t ion , 
u p o n the mountains . T h e patarra, w h i c h is found i n vaft 
quanti t ies, is what they ufe firft. It is not u n l i k e a very 
large potatoe or y a m , and good w h e n i n its g r o w i n g ftate; 
but , w h e n o ld , is f u l l o f hard ftringy fibres. T h e y then eat 
two other roots ; one not u n l i k e taro\ and, laftly, the ehoee. 
T h i s is o f two forts ; one o f them poifcfhng deleterious 
quali t ies , w h i c h obliges t h e m to flice and macerate it i n 
water , a n ight before they bake and eat it. In this refpect, 
i t refembles the cajfava root of the Weft-Indies j but it form3 
a very infipid, moift pafle, i n the manner they drefs if. 
However , I have feen them eat it at times w h e n no fuch 
fcarcity reigned. Both this and the patavra are c reeping 
p lan t s ; the laft, w i t h ternate leaves. 

O f a n i m a l food, a very fmal l portion falls, at any t ime, to 
the fhare o f the lower clafs of people; and then it is either fifh, 
fea-eggs, or other mar ine product ions; for they feldom or ever 
eat pork. T h e Eree de hoi * alone, is able to furnifh pork every 
day ; and infer ior Chiefs , according to their riches, once a 
week, for tnight , or mon th . Sometimes, they are not even 
a l lowed that ; for, w h e n the ifland is impoverifhed by war, 
or other caufes, the C h i e f prohibi ts his fubjects to k i l l any 
h o g s ; and this p roh ib i t ion , we were told, is i n force, fome­
times, for feveral months , or even for a year or two. D u r -

* M r . Anderfon invariably, in his manufcript, writes Era de hot. According to 
Captain Cook's mode, it is Eree rahie. This is one of the numerous inftances that 
perpetually occur, of our people's reprefenting the fame word differently. 
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rag that reflraint, the hogs m u l t i p l y fo fa i l , that there are «J7K 
inftances o f their c h a n g i n g their domeftic ilate, and t u r n i n g — . • 
w i l d . W h e n it is thought proper to take off the p roh ib i t i on , 
a l l the Chiefs affemble at the k i n g ' s place o f abode; and 
each br ings w i t h h i m a prefent o f hogs. T h e k i n g then 
orders fome of them to be k i l l e d , on w h i c h they fea l l ; and, 
after that, every one returns home w i t h l iber ty to k i l l what 
-he plcafes for his o w n ufe. Such a prohib i t ion was ac tua l ly 
i n force, on our laft a r r iva l here ; at lead, i n a l l thofe diftricls. 
o f the ifland, that are immed ia t e ly under the direct ion o f 
Otoo. A n d , left it m o u l d have prevented our g o i n g to 
Ma tava i after l eav ing Ohei tcpeha, he fent a meffage to 
al lure us, that it fhould be taken off, as foon as the 
m i p s arr ived there. W i t h refpect to us, we found it 
fo ; but we made fuch a confumpt ion o f them, that, I 
have no doubt, it w o u l d be la id on aga in , as foon as we 
failed. A Similar p roh ib i t ion is alfo, fometimes, extended 
to fowls. 

It is alfo amongf l the better fort, that the ava is chief ly 
ufed. But this beverage is prepared fomcwhat differently, 
f rom that w h i c h w c faw fo m u c h of at the F r i end ly Iflands. 
For they pour a very fmal l quant i ty o f water upon the root 
here; and Sometimes road or bake, and bruife the da lks , 
wi thou t c h e w i n g it previoufly to its infuf ion. T h e y alfo 
ufe the leaves o f the plant here, w h i c h are bruifed, and 
water poured upon them, as upon the root. La rge compa­
nies do not affcmble to d r i n k it, i n that fociable way w h i c h 
is practifed at Tongataboo. But its pernicious effects are 
more obvious he re ; perhaps, o w i n g to the manner of pre­
pa r ing i t ; as we often faw indances of its intoxicat ing, or 
rather d u p i f y i n g powers. Some of us, w h o had been at 
thefe iflands before, were furpr ized to find m a n y people, 
w h o , w h e n we faw them l a d , were remarkable for their 

X 2 d z e 



fize and corpulency, n o w a lmof l reduced to Skeletons ; a n d , 
u p o n i n q u i r i n g in to the caufe of this alteration, it was u n i -
verfa l ly a l lowed to be the ufe o f the ava. T h e fkins o f 
thefe people were r o u g h , dry , and covered w i t h Scales ; 
w h i c h , they fay, every n o w and then, f a l l off, and their 
f k i n is, as it were, renewed. As an excufe for a practice fo 
deftructive, they allege, that it is adopted to prevent their 
g r o w i n g too f a t ; but it ev ident ly enervates t h e m ; and, i n 
a l l p robabi l i ty , fhortens their days. A s its effects had not 
been fo vifible, d u r i n g our former vifits, it is not u n l i k e l y 
that this article o f l u x u r y had never been fo m u c h abufed 
as at this t ime. I f it continues to be fo fafhionablc, it bids 
fair to deflroy great numbers . 

T h e times o f eating, at Otaheite, are very frequent. T h e i r 
firfl mea l , or (as it m a y rather be called) their laft, as they 
go to deep after it, is about two o 'clock i n the m o r n i n g ; 
and the next is at eight. A t eleven, they dine ; and again , 
as O m a i expreffed it , at two, and at five ; and fup at e ight . 
In this art icle o f domeftic l i f e , they have adopted fome 
cuftoms w h i c h are exceedingly w h i m f i c a l . T h e w o m e n , for 
inftance, have not on ly the mort i f icat ion of be ing obl iged to 
cat by themfelvcs, and i n a different part of the houfe f r o m 
the m e n ; but, by a ftrange-kind o f pol icy , are excluded 
f r o m a fhare o f ^ o f t o f the better forts o f food. T h e y dare 
not tafte turtle, nor nfh of the tunny k i n d , w h i c h is m u c h 
efteemed ; nor fome part icular forts o f the heft p lan ta ins ; 
and it is very Seldom that even thofe o f the firft r ank are 
fuffered to eat pork . T h e ch i ld ren o f each fex alfo eat 
^par t ; and the w o m e n , general ly, Serve up their o w n v i c ­
tuals ; for they w o u l d cer tainly ftarve, before any g r o w n 
m a n w o u l d do t h e m fuch an office. In this, as w e l l as i n 
fome other cuftoms relative to their eating, there is a myf -
terious conduct, w h i c h we cou ld never thoroughly comprc -
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hend. W h e n we i nqu i r ed into the reafons o f it, we cou ld 
get no other anfwer, but that it is r i gh t and neceffary that 
it fhould be fo. 

In other cuftoms refpect i n g the females, there feems to 
be no fuch ob fcu r i t y ; efpecial ly as to their connections 
w i t h the m e n . If a y o u n g m a n and w o m a n , f rom m u t u a l 
choice, cohabit, the m a n gives the father o f the g i r l fuch 
things as are neccffary i n c o m m o n life j as hogs , c lo th , or 
canoes, i n proport ion to the t ime they are together ; and 
i f he t h inks that he has not been fufhciently paid for his 
daughter , he makes no fcruple of fo rc ing her to leave her 
f r iend , and to cohabit w i t h another perfon w h o may be 
more l ibe ra l . T h e m a n , on his part, is a lways at l iber ty to 
m a k e a new choice j but, fhould his confort become preg­
nant, he may k i l l the c h i l d ; and, after that, c i ther cont inue 
his connect ion wi th the mother , or leave her. But i f he 
m o u l d adopt the ch i l d , and fuffer it to live, the parties are 
then confidered as i n the mar r i ed ftate, and they c o m m o n l y 
live together ever after. Howeve r , it is thought no c r ime 
i n the m a n to j o i n a more y o u t h f u l partner to his firft wife , 
and to l ive w i t h both. T h e cuftom o f c h a n g i n g their con­
nections is , however, m u c h more general than this laft ; 
and it is a t h i n g fo c o m m o n , that they fpeak of it w i t h great 
indifference. T h e Erreoes are on ly thofe o f the better fort, 
w h o , f rom their ficklenefs, and their poffeffing the means 
of purchaf ing a fuccefllon o f frefli connections, are c o n -
ftantly r o a m i n g about j and, f rom h a v i n g no part icular at­
tachment, feldom adopt the more fettled method ment ioned 
above. A n d fo agreeable is this l icent ious p lan o f l i fe to 
their difpofttion, that the moft beaut iful of both fexes thus 
c o m m o n l y fpend their y o u t h f u l days, habituated to the 
practice o f enormities w h i c h w o u l d difgrace the moft favage 
tribes ; but are pecu l ia r ly fhock ing amongf l a people who le 
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1777. general character, i n other refpceTs, has evident traces of 
Decembe?, 

1 „ ' the prevalence o f humane and tender feelings *; W h e n an 
Errcoc 

* That the Caroline Iflands are inhabited by the fame tribe or nation, whom Cap­
tain Cook found, at fuch jmmcnfe diftanccs, spread throughout the South Pacific 
Ocean, has been fatisfailorily cfh\bliihcd in fome preceding notes. The fituation of 
the Ladrones, or Marianne Iflands, dil l farther North than the Carolines, hut at no 
£reat diflance from them, is favourable, at firft fight, to the conjecture, that the 
.fame race alfo peopled that cluirer; and, on looking into Father le Gobicn's H i (lory of 
them, this conjecture appears to be actually confirmed by direct evidence. One of the 
grcateft Angularities of the Otaheite manners, is the exiftence of the fociety of young 
*nen, called Erroes, of whom fome account is given in the preceding paragraph. 
.Now we learn .from Father le Gobien, that fuch a fociety exifts alfo amongft the i n ­
habitants of the Ladrones. His words are; Les Urritoes font parmi ettx les jcuns gens 
qui vivent ava des maiircjjes, fans vouloir s'engager dans les liens du manage. That there 

fliould be young men in the Ladrones, as well as in Otaheite, who live with mijlrejfes, 
without being inclined to enter into the married flatwould not, indeed, furnifh the 

fhadow of any peculiar refemblance between them. But that the young men in 
the Ladrones, and in Otaheite, whofe manners are thus licentious, mould be con-
fidered as a diftinct confraternity, called by a particular name ; and that this name 
fhould be the fame in both places : this Angular coincidence of cuftom, confirmed by 
that of language, feems to furnifh an irrefragable proof of the inhabitants of both places 
being the fame nation. W e know, that it is the general property of the Otaheite 
dialect, to ("often the pronunciation of its words. And, it is obfervable, that, by the 
omiflion of one fingle letter (the confonant / J , our Arreoys (as fpelled in Hawkef-
worth's Collection), or Erreoes (according to Air . Anderfon's orthography), and the 
Urritoes of the Ladrones, art bjtought to fuch a fimilitude of found (the only rule of 
comparing two unwritten languages), that we may pronounce them to be the fame 
word, without cxpoiing ourfclves to the fhecrs of fupercilious criticilin. 

One or two more fuch proofs, drawn from fimilarlty of language, in very fignifi-
cant words, may be affigncd. Le Gobien tells us, that the people of the Ladrones 
worfhip their dead, whom they call Anitis. Here, again, by dropping the confonant 

we have a word that bears a flrong refemblance to that which fo often occurs 
in Captain Cook's Voyages, when fpeaking of the Divinities of his iflands, whom 
he calls Eatooas. And it .may be matter of curi fity to remark, that what is called 
an Aniti, at the Ladrones, is, as we learn from Cantova [Lettres Edifiantes fcf Curieufest 

T o m . xv. p. 309, 310. J , at the Caroline Iflands, where dead Chiefs are alfo worship­
ped, called a Tahutup \ and that, by foftening or finking the ftrong founding letters, at 
the beginning and at the end of this latter word, the Ahutu of the Carolines, the Aiii 
of the Ladrones, and the Eatooa of the South Pacific iilands, afl'ume fuch a fimilaiity 
in pronunciation (for wc can nave no other guide), as ftrongly marks one common ori­
ginal. Once moYe ; we learn from Le Gobien, that the Marianne people call their Chiefs 
Clwmcrris, or Chamoris. And, by foftening the afpirate Ch into T} and the harfh-
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Erreoe w o m a n is delivered o f a ch i l d , a piece of c loth , d ip - * 7 7 7 ; 
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ped in water, is appl ied to the m o u t h and nofe, w h i c h fuf- < , — * 
focates it. 

A s 

nefs of r into / (of which the vocabularies of the different iflands give us repealed 
inftances), we have the Tamole of the Caroline Iflands, and the Tamolao, or Tamaha, 
of the Friendly ones.' 

If thefe fpecimens of affinity of language fhould be thought too fcanty, fome very 
remarkable inftances of fimilarity of cuftoms and inflitutions will go far to remove 
every doubt, i . A divifion into three clafles, of nobles, a middle rank, and the 
common people, or fervants, was found, bv Captain Cook, to prevail both at the 
Friendly and the Society Iflands. Father lc Gobien exprefsly tells us, that the fame 
diftinction prevails at the Ladrones : II y a trois etats, parmi les infulaires, la noblefje, 
le moyen, if le menu. i. Numberlefs inftances occur in Captain Cook's voyage to 
prove the great fubjection under which*the people of his iflands are to their Chiefs. 
W e learn from Le Gobien, that it is fo alfo at the Ladrones La nobleffe efl d'un fiert'e 
incroyable, if tien leptuple dam un abaifement qu'on ne pourroit imaginer en Europe, Sec. 
3. The diverfions of the natives at Wateeoo, the Friendly, and the Society Iflands,-
have been copioufly defcribed by Captain Cook. How fimilar arc thofe which Le 
Gobien mentions in the following words, as prevailing at the Ladrones ? lis fe dl-
Vertifl'ent a danfer, courir, fautir, lutter, pour s'exercer, if eprouver leur forces. lis 
prennent grand plaifir a raconter les avantures de leurs ancetres, if a reciter des vers dc 
leurs poetes. 4. The principal fhare fuftained by the women, in the entertainments at 
Captain Cook's iflands, appears fufliciently from a variety of inftances in this work; 
:>nd we cannot read what Le Gobien fays, of the practice at the Ladrones, without 
tracing the ftrongeft refemblance.— Dans leurs affemblees elles fe mettent doux on trieze 
femmes en rond, debout, fans fe remuer. Dans cette attitude elles chantent les vers fa-
buleux de leurs poetes avec un agreinent, if une jujleffe qui plairoit en Europe. U accord de 
teur voix ejl admirable, if ne cede en rien a la mufique concertee. Elles out dans les mains 
de petlts ccquilles, dont elles fe fervent avec beaucoup de prccijion. Elles foutlennent leur voix^ 
if animent leur chants avec une aflionft vive, if des ge/les ft expre[fives, qu"'elles channent 
ceux qui les voient, if qui les entendent. 5. W e read, in Hawkefworth's account of 
Captain Cook's firft voyage, V o l . i i . p. 235. that garlands of the fruit of the palm* 
tree and cocoa-leaves, with other things particularly confecrated to funeral folemnities, 
are depofited about the places where they lay their dead ; and that provifions and water 
are alio left at a little diftance. How conformable to this is the practice at the L a ­
drones, as defcribed by Le Gobien ! lis font quclques repas autour du tombeau\ car on 
en eleve toujours un fur le lieu oil le corps ejl enterre, on dans le voifinage ; on le charge de 
fieurs, de branches dc pahnicrs, de coquillages, if de tout cc qu'ils ont de plus precieux. 
6. It is the cuftorn at Otaheite [fee Hawkcfworth, V o l . i i . p. 236.] not to bury the 
fculis of the Chiefs, with the reft of the bones, but to put them into boxes made for 
that purpofe. Here again, we find the lame Grange cuftorn prevailing at the L a ­
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'777; A s i n fuch a l i fe , their w o m e n muff contr ibute a very 
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v— t A a r g e fhare o f its happinefs, it is rather f u r p r i z i n g , befides 
the h u m i l i a c i n g rel iraints they are la id under w i t h regard to 
food, to find them often treated w i t h a degree of harfhnefs, 
or rather bruta l i ty , w h i c h one w o u l d fcarcely fuppofe a m a n 
w o u l d be l low, on an object for w h o m he had the l ead af-
drones ; for Le Gobien exprefsly tells us, qu'ils gardent les cranes en leur maifons, that 

they put thefe fculls into little bafkets (pctites corbeilles) ; and that thefe dead Chiefs are 

the Anitis, to whom their priefts addrefs their invocations. 7. T h e people of Otaheite, 

as we learn from Captain Cook, in his account of Tee's embalmed corpfe, make ufe 

of cocoa-nut oi l , and other ingredients, in rubbing the dead bodies. The people of the 

Ladrones, Father L e Gobien tells us, fometimes do the fame—D'autres frottent les 
marts d'lmile odoriferante. 8. The inhabitants of Otaheite [fee Hawkefworth, V o l . i i . 
p. 239, 240.] believe the immortality of the foul; and that there are two fituations 

after death, fomewhat analagous to our heaven and hell; but they do not fuppofe, 

that their actions here in the leaft influence their future ftate. And in the account 

given in this voyage [ V o l . i . p. 403.] , of the religious opinions entertained at the 

Friendly Iflands, wc find there, exactly the fame doctrine. It is very obfervable, how 

conformable to this is the belief of the inhabitants of the Ladrones—lis font perfuades 
(fays Le Gobien) de rimmortalite de Vame. lis reconnoiffent mane un Paradis & un 
Enfer, dont Us fe forment des tdecs affez bizarres. Ce n'ejl point, felon eux, la vertu 
ni le crime, qui conduit dans ces lieux la j les bonnes ou les mauvaifes aclions n'y fervent 
de rien. 9. One more very fingular inftance of agreement, fhall clofe this long lift. 

In Captain Cook's account of the New Zealandcrs [ V o l . i . p. 138.], we find, that, 

according to them, the foul of the man who is killed, and whofc flefh is devoured, is 

doomed to a perpetual fire ; while the fouls of all who die a natural death, afcend to the 

habitations of the Gods. A n d , from Le Gobien, we learn, that this very notion is 

adopted by his iflanders — Si on a le malheur de mourir de mort violente, on a Venfer pour 
leur partage. 

Surely, fuch a concurrence of very characteriftic conformities cannot be the refult 
of mere accident; and, when combined with the fpecimens of affinity of language 
mentioned at the beginning of this note, it mould feem, that wc are fully warranted, 
from premifes thus unexceptionable, to draw a certain conclufion, that the inhabitants 
of the various iflands difcovered or vifited by Captain Cook, in the South Pacific 
Ocean, and thofe whom the Spaniards found fettled upon the Ladrones or Mariannes^ 
in the Northern hemifphere, carried thp fame language, cuftoms, and opinions, from 
one common center, from which they had emigrated ; and that, therefore, they may be 
confidered as fcattercd members of the fame nation. 

Sec Pcre le Gobien's Hifloire des Ifles Mariannes, Book i i . or the fummary of it in 
Hi/hire des Navigations MUX Terres Auftralcs, T . i i . p. 492—512, from which the 

material* for this note have been extracted. 
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fection. N o t h i n g , however , is more c o m m o n , than to fee 
the men beat t hem wi thou t mercy ; and unlefs this treat­
ment is the effect o f jealoufy, w h i c h both fexes, at leaf!, 
pretend to be fometimes infected w i t h , it w i l l be difficult to 
account for it. It w i l l be lefs difficult to admit this as the 
mot ive , as I have feen feveral inftances where the w o m e n 
have preferred perfonal beauty to i n t c r c d ; though , I m u l l 
o w n , that, even i n thefe cafes, they feem fcarcely fufceptible 
o f thofe delicate fentiments that are the refult o f m u t u a l af­
fection j and, I believe, that there is lefs Pla tonic love i n 
Otaheite than i n any other count ry . 

C u t t i n g or i n c i d i n g the fore-fkin m o u l d be ment ioned 
here as a practice adopted amongf l them, f r o m a not ion o f 
c l ean l inc f s ; and they have a reproachful epithet i n their 
language, for thofe w h o do not obferve that cuftorn. W h e n 
there are five or fix lads pretty w e l l g r o w n up in a ne igh ­
bourhood, the father o f one o f them goes to a Taboua, or 
m a n o f knowledge , and lets h i m k n o w . He goes w i t h the 
lads to the top of the h i l l s , attended by a fervant; and, 
feat i ng one of them properly, introduces a piece of wood 
underneath the fo re lk in , and deiires h i m to look afide at 
fometh ing he pretends is c o m i n g . H a v i n g thus engaged the 
y o u n g man's attention to another object, he cuts t h r o u g h 
the / k i n upon the wood, w i t h a mark ' s tooth, general ly at 
one ftrokc. H e then feparatcs, or rather turns back the d i ­
vided parts-, and, h a v i n g put on a bandage, proceeds to 
perform the lame operarion on the other lads. At the end 
of five days they bathe, and the bandages be ing taken off, 
the matter is cleaned away. A t the end o f five days more, 
they bathe again , and are w e l l ; but a thicknefs o f the 
prepuce, where it was cut, r e m a i n i n g , they go aga in to the 
mounta ins w i t h the Tahoua and fc ivant ; and a fire be ing 
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' puce between two o f them, and fqueezes it gent ly, w h i c h 
removes the thicknefs, T h e y then re turn home, h a v i n g 
their heads, and other parts o f their bodies, adorned w i t h 
odoriferous f lowers ; and the Tahoua is rewarded for his fer-
vices by their fathers, i n proport ion to their feveral ab i ­
l i t ies , w i t h prefents o f hogs and c l o t h ; and i f they be poo iv 
their relations are l ibera l on the occafion. 

T h e i r re l ig ious fyftem is cxtenfive, and, i n m a n y inftances, 
f ingular ; but few o f the c o m m o n people have a perfect' 
knowledge of i t ; that be ing confined chiefly to their priefts, 
w h o are pretty numerous . T h e y do not feem to pay refpect 
to one G o d as poiTefling p re -eminence ; but believe i n a 
p lu ra l i t y o f d iv ini t ies , w h o are a l l very p o w e r f u l ; and, i n 
this cafe, as different parts o f the ifland, and the other iflands 
i n the ne ighbourhood , have different ones, the inhabitants 
o f each, no doubt, t h ink that they have chofen the mof l 
eminent , or, at leaft, one w h o is invefted w i t h power fufh-
cient to protect them, and to fupply a l l their wants. I f he 
fhould not anfwer their expectations, they t h i n k it no i m ­
piety to change ; as has very lately happened i n Tiaraboo, 
where , i n the room o f the two divini t ies fo rmer ly honoured 
there, O r a a * , G o d o f Bolabola , has been adopted, I fhould 
fuppofe, becaufe he is the protector o f a people w h o have 
been vic tor ious i n w a r ; and as, fince they have made this 
change, they have been very fuccefsful themfelves againft 
the inhabitants o f Otaheite-nooe, they impute it ent i re ly to 
Oraa, w h o , as they l i te ra l ly fay, fights their battles. 

T h e i r af l idui ty i n ferv ing their Gods is r emarkab ly con-
fpicuous. No t o n l y the ivhattasy or offering-places o f the 

* W e have here -another inftance of the fame word being differently pronounced by 

©ur people. Captain Cook, as appears above, fpeaks of Oik, as the Bolabola God, 
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morals, are c o m m o n l y loaded w i t h fruits and an imals ; but 
there are few houfes where y o u do not meet w i t h a f m a l l 
place o f the fame fort near them. M a n y of them are fo 
j i g i d l y fcrupulous, that they w i l l not beg in a mea l , w i thou t 
firfl l a y i n g afide a morfe l for the Eatooa ; and we had an op ­
por tuni ty , d u r i n g this voyage, o f feeing their fuperftitious 
zea l carr ied to a m o d pernicious height , i n the inftance o f 
h u m a n facrifices ; the occafions o f offering w h i c h , I doubt, 
are too frequent. Perhaps, they have recourfe to t h e m 
w h e n misfor tunes o c c u r ; for they afked, i f one of our m e n , 
w h o happened to be confined, w h e n we were detained by 
a contrary w i n d , was taboo? T h e i r prayers are alfo very fre­
quent, w h i c h they chant, m u c h after the manner o f the 
fongs i n their feftive entertainments. A n d the w o m e n , as 
i n other cafes, are alfo ob l iged to fhew their infer ior i ty i n 
re l ig ious obfervances; for it is requi red o f them, that they 
i h o u l d par t ly uncover themfelves, as they pafs the Morals; 
or take a confiderable c i rcu i t to avoid them. T h o u g h they 
have no not ion , that their G o d muft a lways be confer r ing 
benefits, wi thout fometimes forget t ing them, or fuffering 
e v i l to befa l l them, they feem to regard this lefs than the 
attempts o f fome more inaufpicious be ing to hur t them. 
T h e y tel l us, that Etec is an evi l fpirit, w h o fometimes does 
t h e m mi fch i e f ; and to w h o m , as w e l l as to their god, they 
m a k e offerings. But the mifchiefs they apprehend f rom 
any fuperior invif ible beings, are confined to things mere ly 
temporal . 

T h e y believe the foul to be both immate r ia l and i m m o r t a l . 
T h e y fay, that it keeps fluttering about the lips d u r i n g the 
pangs o f death ; and that then it afcends, and mixes w i t h , or, 
as they exprefs it, is eaten by the deity. In this ftate it remains 
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1777* for fome t ime ; after w h i c h , it departs to a certain place 
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L — * ' deflined for the reception o f the fouls of men , where it 
exifls i n eternal n ight j or, as they fometimes fay, in t w i ­
l igh t , or dawn . T h e y have no idea o f any permanent p u -
nifhment after death, for c r imes that they have commi ted 
on earth ; for the fouls o f good and o f bad men are eat i n ­
d i sc r imina te ly by G o d . But they certainly confider this 
coal i t ion w i t h the Dei ty as a k i n d o f purif icat ion neceflary 
to be undergone, before they enter a ftate o f blifs. For, 
accord ing to their doctrine, i f a man refrain f rom a l l con­
nect ion w i t h w o m e n fome months before death, he panes 
immedia t e ly into his eternal manfion, wi thout fuch a pre­
vious u n i o n , as i f already, by this abftinence, he were pure 
e n o u g h to be exempted f r o m the general lot. 

T h e y are, however, far f rom enter ta ining thofe fub l ime 
conceptions o f happinefs, w h i c h our r e l ig ion , and, indeed, 
reafon, gives us room to expect hereafter. T h e on ly great 
pr iv i lege they feem to t h i n k they fliall acquire by death, is 
i m m o r t a l i t y ; for they fpeak of fpirits be ing , i n fome m e a ­
fure, not totally diverted o f thofe paflions w h i c h actuated 
t h e m w h e n combined w i t h mater ia l vehicles. T h u s , i f 
fouls, w h o were fo rmer ly enemies, fhould meet, they have 
m a n y conflicts ; t hough , it fhould feem, to no purpofe, as 
they are accounted invulnerab le i n this invif ible ftate. The re 
is a i i m i l a r reafoning w i t h regard to the mee t ing o f m a n 
and wi fe . If the hufband dies firfl, the foul of his wi fe is 
k n o w n to h i m on its a r r iva l i n the l and of fpirits. t h e y 
refume their former acquaintance, i n a fpacious houfe, 
called Tourooa^ where the fouls o f the deceafed aiTemble to 
recreate themfelvcs w i t h the Gods. She then retires w i t h 
h i m to his feparate habi ta t ion, where they remain for ever, 
and have an o f f sp r ing ; w h i c h , however, is entirely fpi r i -
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tua l j as they are neither marr ied , nor are their embraces * 7 7?' 
J December. 

fuppofcd to be the fame as w i t h corporeal beings. v . — — * 

Some o f their notions about the deity, are extravagantly 
abfurd. T h e y believe, that he is fubject ro the power o f 
thofe very fpirits to w h o m he has g iven exigence \ and that, 
i n their turn, they frequently eat or devour h i m , though he 
pofTels the power of re-creating himfel f . T h e y , doubtlcfs, 
ufe this mode of exprei l ion, as they feem incapable o f c o n ­
vert ing about imma te r i a l things, wi thou t conftantly refer­

r i n g to mater ia l objects to convey their m e a n i n g . A n d i n 
this manner they continue the account, by faying , that, i n 
the tourooa, the deity inquires , i f they intend, or not, to de-
ftroy h i m ? A n d that he is not able to alter their determinat ion. 
T h i s is k n o w n to the inhabitants on earth, as w e l l as to the 
fp i r i t s ; for w h e n the m o o n is i n its wane, it is faid, that 
they are then devour ing their Eatooa; and that, as it i n ­
creases, he is r e n e w i n g h imfel f . A n d to this accident, not 
on ly the infer ior , bur the mofl eminent gods are l iable . 
T h e y alfo believe, that there are other places for the re­
ception of fouls at death. T h u s , thofe w h o are drowned i n 
the fea, remain there ; where they t h i n k that there is a fine 
country , houfes, and every t h i n g that can make them 
happy. But what is more l i ngu la r , they ma in t a in , that not 
on ly a l l other animals , but trees, frui t , and even ftones,. 
have fouls, w h i c h at death, or upon be ing con fumed or 
broken , afcend to the d iv in i ty , w i t h w h o m they firft m i x , 
and afterward pafs in to the manfion allotted to each. 

T h e y imagine , that their punc tua l performance o f r e l i ­
g ious offices procures for t h e m every temporal blefTing, 
A n d as they believe, that the a n i m a t i n g and powerfu l in f lu ­
ence of the d iv ine fpirit is every where diffufed, it is no 
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wonder that they j o i n to this m a n y fuperftitious opinions 
about its operations. A c c o r d i n g l y , they believe that fud-
den deaths, and a l l other accidents, are effected by the i m ­
mediate act ion o f fome d iv in i ty . I f a m a n on ly ( tumble 
againft a ftone, and hur t his toe, they i m p u t e it to an Ea-
tooa; fo that they m a y be l i tera l ly faid, agreeably to their 
fyftem, to tread enchanted g round . T h e y are ftartled, i n 
the night , on approaching a toopapaoo, where the dead are 
expofed, i n the fame manner that m a n y o f our ignorant 
and fuperftitious people are w i t h the apprehenfions o f 
ghofls, and at the fight o f a c h u r c h y a r d ; and they have 
an equal confidence i n dreams, w h i c h they fuppofe to be 
communica t ions either f rom their G o d , or f rom the fpirits 
o f their departed friends, enab l ing thofe favoured w i t h 
t h e m to foretell future events ; but this k i n d o f knowledge 
is confined to par t icular people. O m a i pretended to have 
this gif t . H e told us, that the foul o f his father had i n t i ­
mated to h i m i n a dream, on the 2 6 t h o f J u l y 1776, that he 
m o u l d g o o n fhore, at fome place, w i t h i n three days ; but 
he was unfortunate i n this firft attempt to perfuade us, that 
he was a prophet ; for it was the ift o f Auguf t before we got 
in to Teneriffe. A m o n g f l them, however, the dreamers pof-
fefs a reputation little infer ior to that o f their infpired 
priefls and priefteffes, whofe predictions they i m p l i c i t l y be­
l ieve, and are determined by them i n a l l under takings o f 
confequence. T h e prieftefs w h o perfuaded Opoony to i n ­
vade Ul ie tea , is m u c h refpected by h i m ; and he never goes 
to war , w i thou t conful t ing her. T h e y alfo, i n fome degree, 
ma in t a in our o ld doctrine o f planetary influence ; at lea ft, 
they are fometimes regulated, i n their pub l ic counfels, by 
certain appearances o f the m o o n ; .pa r t i cu la r ly , w h e n l y i n g 
hor izon ta l ly , or m u c h inc l i ned on the convex part, on its 
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firft appearance after the change, they are encouraged to ^JM?' 
engage i n w a r , w i t h confidence o f fuccefs. i - — , — J 

T h e y have traditions c o n c e r n i n g the creation, w h i c h , as 

m i g h t be expected, are complex , a n d c louded w i t h o b f c u -

r i ty . T h e y fay, that a goddefs, h a v i n g a l u m p or mafs 

o f earth fufpended i n a cord, gave it a f w i n g , and feat-

tered about pieces o f l a n d , thus c o n f l i t u t i n g Otaheite a n d 

the n e i g h b o u r i n g iflands, w h i c h were a l l peopled by a m a n 

a n d w o m a n o r i g i n a l l y fixed at Otaheite. T h i s , however , 

o n l y refpects their o w n i m m e d i a t e c r e a t i o n ; for they have 

notions of an u n i v e r f a l one before t h i s ; and of lands, o f 

w h i c h they have n o w no other k n o w l e d g e than what is 

m e n t i o n e d i n the t radi t ion. T h e i r m o f l remote account 

reaches to T a t o o m a a n d T a p u p p a , m a l e and female flones 

or rocks , w h o fupport the congeries o f l a n d and water, or 

o u r globe underneath . Thefe produced Totorro, w h o was 

k i l l e d , and div ided into l a n d j and, after h i m , Otaia a n d 

Oroo were begotten, w h o were afterward m a r r i e d , and pro­

duced, firfl l a n d , a n d then a race of gods. Otaia is k i l l e d , 

a n d Oroo marries- a god, h e r fon, cal led Teorraha, w h o m 

flie orders to create more l a n d , the a n i m a l s , and a l l forts o f 

food f o u n d u p o n the e a r t h ; as alfo the i k y , w h i c h is fup-

ported by m e n cal led Teeferei . T h e fpots obferved i n the 

m o o n , are fuppofed to be groves o f a fort o f trees w h i c h 

once g r e w i n Otaheite, and, b e i n g deflroyed by fome a c c i ­

dent, their feeds were carr ied u p thither by doves, where they 

n o w flourifh. 

T h e y have alfo m a n y legends, both re l ig ious and h i f l o -

r i c a l ; one o f w h i c h latter, relative to the practice o f eat ing 

h u m a n flefh, I m a i l g ive the fubflance of, as a fpecimen o f 

their m e t h o d . A l o n g t i m e fmce, there l ived i n Otaheite 
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two m e n ca l led Taheeai; the on ly name they yet have for 
cannibals . None k n e w f rom whence they came, or i n wha t 
manne r they arr ived at the ifland. T h e i r habitat ion was i n 
the mounta ins , f r o m whence they ufed to iflue, and k i l l 
m a n y of the natives, w h o m they afterward devoured, and, 
by that means, prevented the progrefs o f popula t ion. T w o 
brothers, determined to r i d their country o f fuch a f o r m i ­
dable enemy, ufed a flratagem for their deftruetion, w i t h fuc­
cefs. Thefe m i l l ived farther u p w a r d than the Taheeai, and 
i n fuch a fi tuation, that they cou ld fpeak w i t h them, w i t h ­
out greatly haza rd ing their o w n fafety. T h e y invi ted them 
to accept o f an entertainment, that fhould be provided for 
them, to w h i c h thefe readi ly confented. T h e brothers then 
t a k i n g fome flones, heated them i n a fire, and thrul t ing 
them into pieces o f mahee, defired one o f the Taheeai to open 
his mouth . O n w h i c h , one of thefe pieces was dropped i n , 
and fome water poured down , w h i c h made a b o i l i n g or h i d ­
i n g noifc, i n q u e n c h i n g the ftone, and k i l l e d h i m . T h e y 
intrcated the other to do the fame; but he decl ined ir, repre-
fent ing the confequences o f his companion 's eating. H o w ­
ever, they affured h i m , that the food was excellent, and its 
effects on l y temporary ; for that the other w o u l d foon re­
cover. H i s credul i ty was fuch, that he fwal lowed the bait, 
andfhared the fate o f the firfl . The natives then cut them 
i n pieces, w h i c h they buried ; and conferred the govern­
ment o f the i i l and on the brothers, as a reward for del iver­
i n g t hem f rom fuch monlters. T h e i r refidence was i n the 
diftricT called Whapaeenoo; and, to this day, there remains 
a bread-fruit tree, once the property of the Taheea/s. T h e y 
had alfo a w o m a n , w h o l ived w i t h them, and had two teeth 
o f a prodigious fize. After they were k i l l e d , fhe l ived at 
the ifland Otaha, and, w h e n dead, was ranked amongfl: 
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their deities. She d id not eat h u m a n flefh, as the m e n ; n

t 7 7 ? : 
December, 

but, f r o m the fUe o f her teeth, the natives ftill c a l l any - v — 
a n i m a l that has a fierce appearance, or is reprefentcd w i t h 
large tufks, Taheeai. 

E v e r y one muft a l l ow, that this ftory is juft as natural as 
that o f Hercules deftroying the H y d r a , or the more modern 
one o f Jack the g i an t -k i l l e r . But I do not find, that there 
is any m o r a l couched under it, any more than under moft 
o ld fables o f the fame k i n d , w h i c h have been received as 
truths o n l y d u r i n g the prevalence of the fame ignorance 
that marked the character o f the ages i n w h i c h they were 
invented. It, however , has not been imprope r ly introduced, 
as ferving to cxprefs the horror and deteftation entertained 
here, againft thofe w h o feed upon h u m a n flefh. A n d yer» 
f r o m fome circumftances, I have been led to th ink , that the 
natives o f thefe iftes were fo rmer ly cannibals . U p o n a fk ing 
O m a i , he denied it ftoutly; yet ment ioned a fact, w i t h i n h i s 
o w n knowledge , w h i c h almoft confirms fuch an op in ion . 
W h e n the people o f Bolabola , one t ime, defeated thofe o f 
H u a h e i n e , a great n u m b e r o f h i s k i n f m e n were f la in . B u t 
one o f his relations had, afterward, an oppor tuni ty o f re­
v e n g i n g himfel f , w h e n the Bolabola m e n were worfted i n 
their tu rn , and cu t t ing a piece out o f the t h igh of one o f 
his enemies, he broi led and eat it. I have, alfo, f requent ly 
confidered the offering of the perfon's eye, w h o is f ier if iced, 
to the Chief , as a veftige o f a cuftorn w h i c h once real ly ex-
iftcd to a greater extent, and is ftill commemora ted by this 
emblemat ica l ceremony. 

T h e b e i n g inverted w i t h the maro, and the prefiding at 
h u m a n facrifices, feem to be the peculiar charaeteriftics o f 
the fovereign. T o thefe, perhaps, may be added the b l o w -
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I777« i n g a c o n c h - m e l l , w h i c h produces a very loud found. O n 
'comber. r . ~ 

~v ' hear ing it, a l l his fubjccts are ob l iged to b r i n g food o f every 
fort to his roya l refidcnce, i n proport ion to their abi l i t ies . 
O n fome other occafions, they carry their veneration for his 
very name, to an extravagant and very deHructive p i t ch . For 
i f , " o n h is accefhon to the maro, any words i n their l anguage 
be found to have a refemblance to it i n found, they are changed 
for o thers ; and i f any m a n be bold enough not to c o m p l y , 
and continue to ufe thofe words, not on ly he, but a l l his 
relations, are immedia te ly put to death. T h e fame feverity 
is exercifed toward thofe w h o m a i l prefume to apply this 
facred name to any a n i m a l . A n d , agreeably to this cu f lom 
of his coun t rymen , O m a i ufed to exprefs his ind igna t ion , 
thai the E n g l i f h m o u l d give the names o f prince or princefs 
to their favourite horfes or dogs. But wh i l e death is the 
puni fhment for m a k i n g free w i t h the name of their fove-
re ign , i f abufe be on ly level led at his government, the of­
fender efcapes w i t h the forfeiture o f land and houfes. 

T h e k i n g never enters the houfe o f any of his fubjects ; 
but has, i n every diftrict, where he vifits, houfes be long ing 
to h imfel f . A n d if, at any t ime, he fhould be obl iged by 
accident to deviate f rom this rule , the houfe thus honoured 
w i t h his prefence, and every part o f its furni ture , is burnt . 
H i s fubjects not on ly uncover to h i m , w h e n prefent, d o w n 
to the waiff ; but i f he be at any par t icular place, a pole, 
h a v i n g a piece o f c loth tied to it, is fet up fome where 
near, to w h i c h they pay the fame honours. H i s brothers 
are alfo int i t led to the fir 11 part of the ceremony ; but the 
w o m e n on ly uncover to the females o f the roya l f a m i l y . 
In fhort, they feem even fuperftitious in their refpect to h i n n 
and efleem his perfon l i t t le lefs than facred. A n d it is, per­
haps, to thefe circumftances, that he owes the quiet pof-
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ief l ion of his domin ions . For even the people o f Tiaraboo • '777-
i -i i December. 

a l l o w h i m the fame honours as his r i g h t ; though , at the < ir— 
fame t ime, they look upon their o w n C h i e f as more power­
f u l ; and fay, that he wou ld fucceed to the government o f 
the who le i i land , fhould the prefent r e i g n i n g f ami ly become 
extinct. T h i s is the more l i k e l y , as Waheiadooa not o n l y 
poilefles Tiaraboo, but m a n y diflricts o f Opooreanoo. H i s 
territories, therefore, are a lmof l equal , i n extent, to thofe 
o f O t o o ; and he has, befides, the advantage o f a more po­
pulous and fertile part o f the ifland. H i s fubjects, alfo, 
have given proofs o f their fuperiori ty, by frequent victories 
over thofe o f Otahcitc-nooe, w h o m they affect to fpeak o f 
as contemptible warr iors , cafily to be worf lcd , if , at any 
t ime, their C h i e f fhould w i fh to put it to the te l l . 

The ranks o f people, befides the Eree de hoi, and his fa­
m i l y , arc the Erses, or powerfu l Chiefs ; the Manahoone, or 
vaflals ; and the Teouy or Toutoit, fervants, or rather flavcs. 
T h e men of each o f thefe, according to the regular i n f l i t u -
t ion, fo rm their connections w i t h w o m e n o f their refpective 
r a n k s ; but i f w i t h any infer ior one, w h i c h frequently hap­
pens, and a ch i l d be born , it is preferved, and has the rank 
o f the father, unlcfs he happens to be an Eree, i n w h i c h 
cafe it is k i l l e d . I f a w o m a n o f condi t ion fhould choofe 
an infer ior perfon to officiate as a hufband, the ch i ld ren he 
has by her are k i l l e d . A n d i f a Teou be caught in an in t r igue 
w i t h a w o m a n of the b lood-royal , he is put to death. T h e 
fon of the Eree de hoi fucceeds his father i n title and honours, 
as foon as he is born ; but i f he fhould have no children, the 
brother affumcs the government at his death. In other fa­
mil ies , pofiefnons always defcend to the eldefl fon ; but he is 
obl iged to main ta in his brothers and fillers, w h o are a l lowed 
houfes on his eflates. 
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T h e boundaries o f the feveral diflr icts , into w h i c h O t a ­
heite is divided, are, general ly , e i ther r ivule ts , or l o w h i l l s , 
w h i c h , i n m a n y places, jut out in to the fea. But the fub-
divifions into par t icular property, are m a r k e d by large ftones, 
w h i c h have remained f r o m one generat ion to another. T h e 
r emova l of any o f thefe gives rife to quarrels , w h i c h are de­
cided by a r m s ; each party b r i n g i n g his friends in to the 
f ield. But i f any one c o m p l a i n to the Eree de hoi, he ter­
minates the difference amicab ly . T h i s is an offence, h o w ­
ever, not c o m m o n j and l o n g cuftorn feems to fecure p ro­
perty here as effectually, as the mof l fevere laws do i n other 
countries. In conformi ty alfo to ancient practice eftablifhed 
amongf l them, cr imes o f a lefs general nature are left to be 
puni fhed by the fufferer, wi thou t re fe r r ing them to a fupe­
r ior . In this cafe, they feem to th ink , that the injured per­
fon w i l l j udge as equi tably as thofe w h o are totally u n c o n ­
cerned ; and as l o n g cuftorn has allotted certain p u n i f h -
ments for cr imes o f different forts, he is a l lowed to infl ict 
them, wi thou t be ing amenable to any other perfon. T h u s , 
i f any one be caught ftealing, w h i c h is c o m m o n l y done i n 
the n igh t , the proprietor o f the goods m a y put the th ief i n -
i tant ly to dea th ; and i f any one fhould inqui re o f h i m 
after the deceafed, it is fufftcient to acquit h i m , i f he o n l y 
i n f o r m t h e m o f the provocation he had to k i l l h i m . Bu t 
fo fevere a puni fhment is feldom inflicted, unlefs the articles 
that are f lolen be reckoned very va luab l e ; fuch as breafl-
plates, and plaited hair . I f on ly c loth , or even hogs be 
f lolen, and the th ief efcape, upon his be ing afterward dif­
covered, i f he promife to return the fame n u m b e r o f pieces 
o f c lo th , or o f hogs, no farther punifhment is inflicted* 
Sometimes, after k e e p i n g out o f the w a y for a few days, he 
is forgiven, or, at moft, gets a f l ight beat ing. I f a perfon 

i k i l l 
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k i l l another i n a quar re l , the friends o f the deceafcd af- ^ r777-
December. 

femble, and engage the furv ivor and his adherents. I f w—*— 
they conquer , they take poffcflion o f the houfe, lands, and 
goods o f the other pa r ty ; but i f conquered, the reverfe 
takes place. I f a Manahoone k i l l the Toutou> or Have o f a 
Chief , the latter fends people to take poffeflion o f the lands 
and houfe o f the former, w h o flies either to fome other 
part o f the i f land, or to fome o f the n e i g h b o u r i n g iflands. 
Af t e r fome months he returns, and f ind ing h is flock o f 
hogs m u c h increafed, he offers a large prefent o f thefe, w i t h 
fome red feathers, and other va luable articles, to the Toutou's 
mai le r , w h o genera l ly accepts the compenfat ion, and per­
mi t s h i m to repoflefs his houfe and lands. T h i s practice is 
the he ight o f venal i ty and in ju f l i ce ; and the flayer o f the 
flave feems to be under no farther neceflity o f abfconding, 
than to impofe upon the lower clafs o f people w h o are the 
fufferers. For it does not appear, that the C h i e f has the leaf! 
power to puni fh this Manahoone; but the w h o l e management 
m a r k s a col luf ion between h i m and his fuperior, to gra t i fy 
the revenge o f the former , and the avarice o f the latter* 
Indeed, we need not wonder that the k i l l i n g o f a m a n 
fhou ld be confidered as fo ven ia l an offence, amongf l a people 
w h o do not confider it as any c r ime at a l l , to murde r their 
o w n ch i ld ren . W h e n , t a l k i n g to t hem about fuch inflances 
o f unna tu ra l cruel ty , and afk ing , whether the Chiefs o r 
p r inc ipa l people were not angry , and d id not pun i fh them? 
I was told , that the C h i e f nei ther cou ld nor w o u l d interfere 
i n fuch cafes; and that every one had a r i g h t to do w i t h -
his o w n c h i l d what he pleafed. 

T h o u g h the productions, the people, and the cuftoms 
and manners o f a l l the iflands i n the ne ighbourhood , m a y f 

i n general , be reckoned the fame as at Otaheite, there are 
a .few/ 



a few differences w h i c h m o u l d be m e n t i o n e d ; as this m a y 
lead to an i n q u i r y about more mater ia l ones hereafter, i f 
fuch there be, o f w h i c h we are n o w ignorant . 

W i t h regard to the l i t t le i i l and Mata i a , or Ofnaburgh 
Ifland, w h i c h lies twenty leagues Eaf l o f Otaheite, and be­
longs- to a C h i e f o f that place, w h o gets f rom thence a k i n d 
o f t r i bu t e ; a different dialect f rom that o f Otaheite is 
there fpoken. T h e m e n o f Ma ta i a alfo wear their ha i r 
very l o n g ; and, w h e n they fight, cover their arms w i t h a 
fubftance w h i c h is befet w i t h marks teeth, and their bodies 
w i t h a fort o f fhagrccn, be ing fk in o f fifties. A t the fame 
t ime, they are ornamented w i t h polifhed pearl (hells, w h i c h 
m a k e a prodigious g l i t te r ing i n the fun ; and they have a 
very large one, that covers them before, l i k e a fhield or 
bread-plate. 

T h e language o f Otaheite has m a n y words, and even 
phrafes, quite u n l i k e thofe of the iflands to tlie Weftward o f 
i t , w h i c h a l l agree; and it is remarkable for p roduc ing great 
quanti t ies o f that del icious frui t we cal led apples, w h i c h 
arc found i n none o f the others, except E imeo . It has alfo 
the advantage of p roduc ing an odoriferous wood, called 
eahol, w h i c h is h i g h l y valued at the other ifles where there 
is none ; nor even in the South Eaft peninfula , or Tiaraboo, 
t hough j o i n i n g it. Huahe ine and E imeo , again, are re­
markab le for p roduc ing greater quantities o f yams than 
the other iflands. A n d at Mourooa , there is a part icular 
b i rd , found upon the h i l l s , m u c h cfleemed for its whi te 
feathers; at w h i c h place there is alfo faid to be fome o f the 
apples, t h o u g h it be the moft remote o f the Society Iflands 
f rom Otaheite and E i m e o , where they are produced. 

T h o u g h the re l ig ion o f a l l the iflands be. the fame, each 
o f them has its par t icular , or tutelar God ; whofc names, 

2 according 
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according to the heft in format ion I could receive, are fet >J77; 
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d o w n m the f o l l o w i n g lift • v ~ / 

Gods of the Ifles. 

Huahe ine , Tanne. 
Ulie tea , Ooro. 
Otaha, Tamte. 
Bolabola , Oraa. 
M o u r o o a , Otoo, ee weiahoo, 
Toobaee, Tamoitee. 
Tabooymanoo , or j 

Saunders's Ifland, 
w h i c h is fubject 
to Huahe ine , 

E i m e o , Oroo hadoo. 
Otaheite } 

( Ooroo. ~ 1 . 1 nooe, 3 Otaheite, 1 

»Taroa. 

r n , f w h o m they have late­
re . \Opoonooa, and , 1 „ 
T i a r a b o o , * ; ' \ changed for Oraa, 

[Whatooteeree, } ^ , fe„ , , • 
God of Bolabo a. 

Mata ia , or O i n a - ? „ . . . _ 
, . r n . > 100000, toobooau Ry maraiva. 
b u r g h Ifland, ) J 

T h e l o w iiles, Ea f l -1_ , 
S Tarn mar ee. 

ward , 3 

Befides the clufter o f h i g h iflands f rom Mata ia to M o u ­
rooa inclufive, the people o f Otaheite are acquainted w i t h 
a low un inhabi ted ifland, w h i c h they name Mopeeha, and 
feems to be Howe's Ifland, l a id down to the W e l l ward o f 
M o u r o o a i n our late charts o f this ocean. T o this the i n ­
habitants o f the mof l leeward iflands fometimes go. There . 

are 

file:///Opoonooa


1777- are alfo fevcral l o w iflands, to the N o r t h Ea f lwa rd o f Ota -
ccember. • r 1 t n 

_/ heite, w h i c h they have fometimes vifited, but not conftant-
l y ; and are faid to be on ly at the diflance o f two days fa i l 
w i t h a fair w i n d . T h e y were thus named to me : 

Orootooa, 
Otavaoo, where arc large pearls. 

T h e inhabitants o f thefe hies come more f requent ly to 
Otaheite, and the other n e i g h b o u r i n g h i g h iflands, f r o m 
w h o l e natives they differ i n be ing o f a darker colour , w i t h 
a fiercer afpect, and differently punctured. I was in formed , 
that at Mataecva, and others o f them, it is a cuftorn for the 
m e n to give their daughters to ftrangcrs w h o arrive amongf l 
them ; but the pairs m u f l be five nights l y i n g near each 
other, wi thout p r e fuming to proceed farther. O n the fixth 
even ing , the father o f the y o u n g w o m a n treats his guefl 
w i t h food, and informs his daughter, that fhe muf l , that 
n igh t , receive h i m as her hufband. T h e ftranger, h o w ­
ever, m u f l nor offer to exprefs the leaft d i f l ikc , though the 
bed-fellow allotted to h i m fhould be ever fo difagreeable; 
for this is confidcred as an unpardonable affront, and is 
pun i fhed w i t h death. Forty m e n of Bolabola , who , i n ­
cited by curiofity, had roamed as far as Mataeeva i n a 
canoe, were treated in this manner ; one o f them h a v i n g 
incaut iouf ly ment ioned his dif l ike o f the w o m a n w h o fe l l 
to his lot, i n the hear ing of a boy w h o in formed her f a -

Mataeeva, 

Oanaa, 
cal led O a n n a h i n Da l rympie ' s Letter to 

H a w k e f w o r t h . 
Taboohoe, 
A w e h c e , 
Kaoora , 

ther. 



thcr . In confequence o f this, the Matcevans fe l l upon them ; _ l\77: 
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but ihefe w a r l i k e people k i l l e d three t imes their o w n n u m - 1 ' 
b e r ; t hough w i t h the lofs o f a l l their party, except five. 
Thefe h i d themfelvcs i n the woods, and took an oppor tu ­
n i t y , w h e n the others were b u r y i n g their dead, to enter 
fome houfes, where , h a v i n g provided themfelvcs w i t h v i c ­
tuals and water, they carried t h e m on board a canoe, i n 
w h i c h they made their efcape; and, after pafTmg Mata ia , at 
w h i c h they w o u l d not touch, at laft ar r ived fafe at E i m e o . 
T h e Bolabolans, however , were fenfible enough that thei r 
travellers had been to b lame ; for a canoe f r o m Mateeva, 
a r r i v i n g fome t ime after at Bolabola , fo far were they f r o m 
re ta l ia t ing u p o n them for the death o f their c o u n t r y m e n , 
that they acknowledged they had deferved their fate, and 
treated their vifiters k i n d l y . 

Thefe l o w ifles are, doubtlefs, the farther! nav iga t ion , 
w h i c h thofe o f Otaheite, and the Society Iflands, pe r fo rm at 
prefent. It feems to be a groundlefs fuppofition, made by 
M o n f . de Bouga inv i l l e , that they made voyages o f the pro­
d ig ious extent* he men t ions ; for I found, that it is reckoned 
a fort o f a prodigy, that a canoe, once dr iven by a florm 
f r o m Otaheite, fhould have fa l len i n w i t h Mopecha , or 
H o w e ' s Ifland, t hough fo near, and di rect ly to leeward. T h e 
k n o w l e d g e they have o f other diftant iflands is, no doubt, 
t r ad i t iona l ; and has been communica t ed to them by the 
natives o f thofe iflands, d r iven accidental ly upon their coafls, 
w h o , befides g i v i n g t h e m the names, cou ld eafily i n f o r m 
them of the direct ion i n w h i c h the places l ie f rom whence 
they came, and of the number o f days they had been upon 

* Sec Bougainville's Voyage autour du Monde, p. 228. where we arc told, that thefe 

people fometimes navigate at the diftance of more than three hundred leagues. 
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I7?7* the fea. In this manner , it may be fuppofed, that the na-
Dcccmber. 

w - — * tives o f Wateeoo have increafed their catalogue by the ad­
di t ion of* Otaheite and its n e i g h b o u r i n g ifles, f rom the people 
w e met w i t h there, and alfo o f the other iflands thefe had 
heard of. W e may thus account for that extenfive k n o w ­
ledge attributed, b y the gent lemen o f the Endeavour *, to 
T u p i a , i n fuch matters. A n d , w i t h a l l due deference to his 
veraci ty, I prefume that i t was, by the fame means o f i n ­
format ion , that he was able to direct the fhip to Oheteroa, 
w i t h o u t h a v i n g ever been there himfelf , as he pretended y 
w h i c h , on m a n y accounts, is very improbab le . " 

* Hawkefworth's Col lect ion, V o l . i i . p. 278.. 
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C H A R X. 

Progrefs of the Voyage, after leaving the Society Iflands.—• 
Chriflmas Ifland difcovered, and Station of the Ships 
there.—Boats fent afore.—Great Succefs in catching 
Turtle.—An Eclipfe of the Sun obferved.—Diflrefs of 
tivo Sea?nen who had lofl their Way.—Infer ipt ion left 
in a Bottle.—Account of the Ifland.—Its Soil.—Trees 
and Plants.—Birds.—Its Size.—Form.—Situation.— 
Anchoring Ground* 

o 

A F T E R l eav ing Bolabola , I fleered to the N o r t h w a r d , p*™^ 
i i c lofe-hawled, w i t h the w i n d between N o r t h Eafl and ' ' 
E a f l ; ha rd ly ever h a v i n g it to the Sou thward o f Eafl, t i l l M o n d a y 8 , 

after we had croffed the l ine , and had got in to N o r t h la t i ­
tudes. So that our courfe, made good, was a lways to the 
W e l l o f N o r t h , and, fometimes, no better than N o r t h Weft. 

T h o u g h feventeen months had now elapfed fince our de­
parture f rom E n g l a n d , d u r i n g w h i c h , w c had not, u p o n 
the whole , been un profitably employed, I was fcnfihle that f 

w i t h revard to the pr inc ipa l object o f m y inftructions, ou r 
voyage was, at this t ime, on ly b e g i n n i n g ; and, therefore, 
m y attention to every c i rcumflancc that m i g h t contr ibute 
toward our fafety, and our ul t imate fuccefs, was n o w to be 
cal led forth anew. W i t h this v i ew I had examined into the 
ftate of our provifions at the laft iflands ; and, as foon as 
I had left them, and got beyond the extent o f m y former d i f • 

A a 2 coveries, 



coverics, I ordered a furvey to be taken o f a l l the boat-
fwain 's and carpenter's flores that were i n the mips , that I 
m i g h t be f u l l y in fo rmed of the quant i ty , flate, and condi t ion 
o f every article ; and, by that means, k n o w h o w to ufe t h e m 
to the greatefl advantage. 

Before I failed f r o m the Society Iflands, I lof l no oppor tu­
n i t y of i n q u i r i n g o f the inhabitants, i f there were any iflands 
i n a N o r t h or a N o r t h Weft d i rect ion f r o m them ; but I d id 
not find that they k n e w o f any. N o r d id we meet w i t h any 
t h i n g that indicated the v i c in i t y o f l and , t i l l we came to 
about the latitude of 8° South, where we began to fee b i rd s ; 
f u c h as boobies, tropic and men-of -war -b i rds , tern, and 
fome other forts. A t this t ime, our longi tude was 2 0 5 0 E a f l . 
M e n d a n a , i n his firfl voyage i n 1 5 6 8 * , difcovered an i i l a n d 
w h i c h he named Ifla de Jefus, i n latitude 6° 4 5 ' Sou th , , and . 
1450 leagues f rom Cal lao , w h i c h is 200* Eaf l longi tude f r o m 
G r e e n w i c h . W e croffed this lati tude near a hundred leagues 
to the Eaf lward o f this longi tude , and faw there many o f 
the above-ment ioned birds ; w h i c h are fe ldom k n o w n to go 
very far f r o m l and . 

In the night , between the 2id and 2 3 d , we croffed the 
l ine i n the longi tude o f 2 0 3 0 15' Eafl . Here the var ia t ion o f 
the compafs was 6° 3 0 ' Eaf l near ly . 

O n the 24th, about h a l f an hou r after day-break, l a n d 
was difcovered bea r ing N o r t h Eaf l by Eafl , h a l f Eaf l . U p o n 
a nearer approach, it was found to be one of thofe l o w 
iflands fo c o m m o n i n this ocean ; that is, a nar row bank o f 
l and inc lo f ing the fea w i t h i n . A few cocoa-nut trees were 
feen in two or three places ; but, i n general , the l and had 
a very barren appearance. A t noon, it extended f rom N o r t h 
Eaf l by Ea f l , to South by Eaf l , h a l f Eafl , about four mi les 

* See Dalrymplc ' s Col lec t ion, V o l . i . p. 4 5 . 
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diflant. T h e w i n d was at Eaf l South E a f l ; fo that w c were »777; 
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under a neceftity o f m a k i n g a few boards, to get u p to the <— 
Ice, or Weft f ide; where we found f rom forty to twenty and 
fourteen fathoms water, over a bottom o f fine f and ; the 
leafl depth about h a l f a m i l e f r o m the breakers, and the 
greatefl about one m i l e . T h e mee t ing w i t h foundings de­
te rmined me to anchor, w i t h a v i e w to t ry to get fome 
turtle j for the ifland feemed be a l i k e l y place to meet w i t h 
them, and to be w i thou t inhabitants . A c c o r d i n g l y , w e 
dropped anchor i n th i r ty fathoms ; and then a boat was 
difpatched to examine whether it was practicable to l and ; 
o f w h i c h I had fome doubt, as the fea broke i n a dreadful 
fu r f a l l a long the fhore. W h e n the boat returned, the of­
ficer, w h o m I had intruftcd w i t h this examina t ion , reported 
to me, that he cou ld fee no place where a boat could l and ; 
but that there was great abundance of fifh i n the fhoal water, 
w i thou t the breakers. 

A t day-break, the next m o r n i n g , I fent two boats, one f r o m r«, f I 

each fhip, to fearch more accurately for a l a n d i n g - p l a c e ; 
and, at the fame t ime, two others, to fifh at a g r a p p l i n g 
near the fhore. Thefe laft re turned about e ight o 'c lock, 
w i t h u p w a r d o f two hundred w e i g h t o f fifh. Encouraged 
by this fuccefs, they were difpatched again after brcakfaft ; 
and I then went i n another boat, to take a v iew of the coaft, 
and attempt l a n d i n g ; but this I f ound to be w h o l l y i m ­
practicable. T o w a r d noon, the two boars, fent on the fame 
fearch, returned. T h e maftcr, w h o was in that b e l o n g i n g 
to the Resolut ion, reported to m c , that, about a league and 
a h a l f to the N o r t h , was a break in the l and , and a channe l 
into the lagoon, confequcntly, that there was a fit place for 
l a n d i n g ; and that he had found the fame foundings off 
this entrance, as we had where w c n o w lay. In confe­

quence 
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 < ! l u e n c e m ^ s report the m i p s we ighed anchor , and, after 

v—^—y two or three trips, came to aga in i n twenty fathoms water, 
over a bot tom o f fine dark fand, before a f m a l l i f land that 
lies at the entrance of the lagoon; and on each fide o f w h i c h 
there is a channe l l ead ing into i t ; but o n l y fit for boats. T h e 
water i n the lagoon i t felf is a l l very m a l l o w . 

i r iday 26. O n the 26th, i n the m o r n i n g , I ordered Captain Clerke to 
fend a boat, w i t h an officer, to the South Eaft part o f the la­
goon, to look for t u r t l e ; and M r . K i n g and I went each i n 
a boat to the N o r t h Eafl part, I intended to have gone to 
the mof l Eafler ly ex t remi ty ; but the w i n d b l ew too frefli to 
a l l ow it, and obl iged us to l and more to leeward, on a fandy 
flat, where we caught one tu r t l e ; the on ly one that we faw 
i n the lagoon. W e w a l k e d , or rather waded, t h rough the 
water , to an i f l and ; where f ind ing n o t h i n g but a few birds, 
I left it, and proceeded to the l and that bounds the fea to the 
N o r t h Weft, l e av ing M r . K i n g to obferve the fun's m e r i d i a n 
al t i tude. I found this l and to be even more barren than the 
i i l and I had been upon j but w a l k i n g over to the fea-coaft, I 
faw five turtles clofe to the fhore. One of thefe we caugh t , 
and the reft made their efcape. Not feeing any more , I re­
turned on board, as d id M r . K i n g foon after, wi thout h a v i n g 
feen one turtle. W c , however, d id not defpair of get t ing 
a f u p p l y ; for fome o f Captain Clerke ' s officers, w h o had 
been afhore on the land to the Southward o f the channel 
l ead ing into the lagoon, had been more fortunate, and caught 
feveral there. 

Saturday^. % m e m o r n i n g of the 27th, the pinnace and cutter, 
under the c o m m a n d of M r . K i n g , were fent to the South 
Eaft part o f the if land, w i t h i n the lagoon; and the f m a l l cut­
ter to the Nor thward , where I had been the day before ; 

4 both 
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turtle. Capta in C le rke h a v i n g had fome of his people on c—,—-» 
fhore a l l n igh t , they had been fo fortunate as to turn be­
tween forty and fifty on the land, w h i c h were brought on 
board, w i t h a l l expedit ion, this day. A n d i n the after­
noon, the party I had fent N o r t h w a r d returned w i t h fix. 
T h e y were fent back again , and remained there t i l l we left 
the ifland ; h a v i n g i n general pretty good fuccefs. 

O n the 28th, I landed, i n company w i t h M r . B a y l y , on the Sunday 
if land w h i c h lies between the two channels into the lagoon, 
to prepare the telefcopes for obferving the approaching 
eclipfe of the fun ; w h i c h was one great inducement to m y 
anchor ing here. Abou t noon, M r . K i n g returned w i t h one 
boat, and eight tur t les ; l eav ing feven behind to be brought 
by the other boat, w h o l e people were employed i n ca tch ing 
m o r e ; and, i n the evening, the fame boat was lent w i t h 
water and provifions for them. M r . W i l l i a m f o n n o w went 
to fuperintend this duty in the room o f M r . K i n g , w h o re­
m a i n e d on board, to attend the obfervation of the eclipfe. 

T h e next day, M r . W i l l i a m f o n difpatched the two boats M o n J a y : f l > 

back to the fhip, laden w i t h turtle. A t the fame time, he 
fent me a meffage, defir ing, that the boats m i g h t be ordered 
r o u n d by fea, as he had found a landing-place on the South 
Eaf l fide o f the ifland, where mofl o f the turtle were caugh t ; 
fo that, by fend ing the boats thither, the trouble w o u l d be 
faved of c a r r y i n g them over the l and to the infide o f the la­
goon, as had been hitherto done. T h e boats were, accord­
i n g l y , difpatched to the place w h i c h he pointed out. 

O n the m o r n i n g o f the 3 0 t h , the day wdien the eclipfe Tuefdayj* 
was to happen, M r . K i n g , M r . Bay ly , and myfelf , went 
afhore, on the fma l l i f land. above-mentioned, to attend the 
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obfervation. T h e fky was over-cad, t i l l pad nine o 'c lock, 
w h e n the clouds about the fun difperfed l o n g e n o u g h to 
take its alt i tude, to rectify the t ime by the wa tch we made 
ufe of. Af t e r this, it was aga in obfeured, t i l l about th i r ty 
minutes pad n i n e ; and then we found , that the eclipfe was 
b e g u n . W e n o w fixed the micrometers to the telefcopes, 
and obferved, or meafured, the uncc l ip fed part o f the fun's 
difk. A t thefe obfervations, I con t inued about three-quarters 
o f an h o u r before the end, w h e n I left off ; be ing , i n fact, 
unable to cont inue them longer, on account o f the great 
heat o f the fun, incrcafed by the reflection f r o m the fand. 

T h e fun was c louded at t imes ; but it was clear, w h e n 
the eclipfe ended, the t ime o f w h i c h was obferved as 
fo l lows : 

IT. M . S. 

f M r . Bay ly 1 f o 26 3 1 

B y \ M r . K i n g > at < o 26 1 > Apparent T i m e P. M . 
( M y f e l f J ( o 25 37 ) 

M r . B a y l y and I obferved w i t h the large achromat ic tele­
fcopes ; and M r . K i n g w i t h a reflector. A s M r . Bay ly ' s tcle-
fcope and m i n e were o f the fame m a g n i f y i n g power, I 
ough t not to have differed fo m u c h f r o m h i m as I d id . Per­
haps, it was, i n part, i f not w h o l l y , o w i n g to a protube­
rance i n the moon , w h i c h efcaped m y notice, but was fecn 
by both the other gent lemen. 

In the afternoon, the boats and t u r t l i n g party, at the 
South E a d part o f the ifland, a l l re turned on board, except 
a feaman b e l o n g i n g to the Difcovery, w h o had been m i l l i n g 
two days. There were two o f them at firft, w h o had loft 
their' way ; but d i fagrce ing about the m o d probable track to 
b r i n g them back to their companions , they had feparated; 
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and one o f t h e m joined the party, after h a v i n g been ab- _ lW; 
J 1 < Pecrnibcr. 

fent twenty- four hours, and been i n great diflrefs. Not 1 —-v—^ 

a drop o f frefli water cou ld be had, for there is none u p o n 

the whole i i l and ; nor was there a Angle cocoa-nut tree on 

that part o f it. In order to a l lay his thirf l , he had recourfe 

to the A n g u l a r expedient of k i l l i n g turt le, and d r i n k i n g 
their blood. Flis mode o f refrefhing h imfe l f , w h e n weary, 
o f w h i c h he faid he fclr the good effects, was equa l ly w h i m -
Acal . l i e undrefled himfel f , and lay d o w n for fome t ime i n 

the m a l l o w water u p o n the beach. 

It was a matter o f furpr ize to every one, h o w thefe two 
m e n cou ld contrive tolofe themfelves. T h e land over w h i c h 
they had to travel, f r o m the fea-coafl to the lagoon, where 
the boats lay, was not more than three mi les acrofs ; nor 
was there any t h i n g to obf l ruc l their v i e w ; for the country 
was a flat, w i t h a few fhrubs fcattered upon i t ; and, f r o m 
m a n y parts o f it, the mafls o f the fhips cou ld eaflly be feen. 
But this was a rule o f direct ion they never once thought o f ; 
nor d id they recollect i n wha t quarter o f the ifland the fhips 
had anchored ; and they were as m u c h at a lofs h o w to get 
back to them, or to the party they had flraggled f rom, as i f 
they had but j u f l dropped f r o m the clouds. Conf ider ing 
h o w flrange a fet o f beings the general i ty o f feamen are, 
w h e n on fhore, inftead o f be ing furpr ized that thefe two 
m e n fhould thus lofe their way , it is rather to be wondered 
ar, that no more o f the party were mif f ing . Indeed, one 
o f thofe w h o landed w i t h me, was i n a A m i l a r f i tuat ion; but 
he had fagacity enough to k n o w that the fhips were to lee­
ward , and got on board a lmof l as foon as it was] difcovered 
that he had been left beh ind . 

V O L , II. As 



_ 1777- A s foon as Capta in C le rke k n e w , that one o f the ftraofglers 
December. * oo 
> w~—/ was ftill i n this a w k w a r d fituation, he fent a party i n fearch 

o f h i m ; but nei ther the m a n nor the party h a v i n g come 
Wednef. 31. back, the next m o r n i n g , I ordered two boats into the lagoony 

to go different ways , i n profecution of the fearch. Not l o n g 
after, Cap ta in Clcrke ' s party re turned w i t h their loft compa­
n i o n ; and m y boats h a v i n g n o w no object- left, I ca l led 
t h e m back by f ignal . T h i s poor f e l l ow m u f l have fuffered 
far greater diflrefs than the other ftraggler; not o n l y as 
h a v i n g been lofl a longer t ime, but as wc found that he 
was too fqueamifh to d r i n k turtle's b lood. 

H a v i n g fome cocoa-nuts and yams on board, i n a ftate o f 
vegetat ion, I ordered them to be planted on the l i t t le i f land 
where we had obferved the eclipfe ; and fome melon-feeds 
were fown i n another place. I alfo left, on the l i t t le i f land, 
a bottle con ta in ing this infer ipt ion : 

Georgius Tertius, Rex, 31 Deccmbris, IJJJ'. 
{Refolution, Jac. Cook, Pr. 
[Difcovery, Car* Clerke, Pr. 

1778. 
January. 

Thurfday I. 

O n the 1 ft o f January 1778, I fent boats to b r i n g on board 
a l l our parties f r o m the land, and the turtle they had 
caught . Before this v/as completed, it was late i n the after­
noon ; fo that I d id not th ink proper to fail t i l l next m o r n i n g . 
W c got at this if land, to both fhips, about three h u n d r e d 
turtle, w e i g h i n g , one w i t h another, about n inety or a h u n ­
dred pounds. T h e y were a l l of the green k i n d ; and per­
haps as good as any in the w o r l d . W e alfo caught , w i t h 
hook and l ine , as m u c h fifh as w c cou ld confume, d u r i n g 
our flay. T h e y confided p r inc ipa l ly o f caval l ics , o f d i f ­
ferent fizes; large and fma l l Snappers; and a few o f two 
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forts o f r ock - f i f h ; one w i t h numerous fpots of b lue , and '77 s -

' r January. 
the other w i t h w h i t i f h flreaks fcattered about. v.—«— 

T h e foil o f this ifland, i n fome places, is l igh t and b lack , 
evidently compofed of decayed vegetables, the d u n g of birds , 
and fand. There arc other places again , where n o t h i n g 
but mar ine productions, fuch as b roken coral ftones, and 
fhells, are to be feen. Thefe are depofitcd i n long , nar­
r o w ridges, l y i n g i n a para l le l di rect ion w i t h the fea-coafl, 
not u n l i k e a p loughed field 5 and m u f l have been t h r o w n 
u p by the waves, though, at this t ime, they do not reach 
w i t h i n a m i l e of fome o f thefe places. T h i s feems to 
fu rn i fh an inconteflable proof, that the if land has been pro­
duced by acceflions f r o m the fea, and is i n a ftate o f i n -
creafe; for not o n l y the b roken pieces o f coral , but m a n y 
o f the fhells , are too heavy and large to have been brought 
by any birds, f r o m the beach, to the places where they now 
l ie . No t a drop o f frefli water was any where found, t hough 
frequent ly d u g for. W e met w i t h feveral ponds o f fait 
water, w h i c h had no vifible c o m m u n i c a t i o n w i t h the fea, 
and m u f l , therefore, i n a l l probabi l i ty , be filled by the water 
f i l t ra t ing t h r o u g h the fand, i n h i g h tides. One of the lofl 
m e n found fome fait on the South Eafl part o f the if land. 
But, t h o u g h this was an article o f w h i c h we were i n want, 
a m a n w h o cou ld lofe h imfe l f , as he d id , and not k n o w 
whether he was t rave l l ing Eaf l , Weft, Nor th , or South , was 
not to be depended upon as a fit gu ide to conduct us to the 
place. 

The re were not the fmallef l traces o f any h u m a n b e i n g 
h a v i n g ever been here before us ; and, indeed, fhould any­
one be fo unfortunate as to be accidentally d r iven upon the 
if land, or left there, it is ha rd to fay, that he cou ld be able 
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I??8- to p ro long cxi l lencc . T h e r e is, indeed, abundance of birds 
and fifh.; but no v iab le means o f a l l a y i n g th i rd , nor any 
vegetable that cou ld fupply the place o f bread, or correct 
the bad effects o f an a n i m a l d ie t ; w h i c h , i n a i l probabi l i ty , 
w o u l d foon prove fatal alone. O n the few cocoa-trees upon 
the ifland, the number o f w h i c h d id not exceed thir ty, very 
l i t t le f ru i t was f o u n d ; and, i n general , what was found , 
was c i ther not f u l l y g r o w n , or had the ju ice fait, or 
b rack i fh . So that a fhip t o u c h i n g here, m u f l expect no th ing 
but fifh and tu r t l e ; and o f thefe an abundant fupply m a y 
be depended upon . 

O n fome parts o f the l and were a f ew low trees. M r . 
Ander fon gave me a n account, alfo, o f two fmal l fhrubs, 
and o f two or three fmal l p lants ; a l l w h i c h we had feen o n 
Palmerflon 's Ifland, and Otakootaia. The re was alfo a fpe-
cics o f Jida, or Indian m a l l o w ; a fort o f purflain ; and ano­
ther fmal l plant, that feemed, f r o m its leaves, a mefembryan-
thcmnm\ w i t h two fpecies o f grafs. But each o f thefe vege­
table productions was i n fo fma l l a quant i ty , and g rew w i t h 
fo m u c h languor , that one is a lmof l furpr ized that the fpecies 
do not become extinct. 

Under the l o w trees above-mentioned, fat infinite n u m ­
bers o f a new fpecies o f tern, or egg-bird , t Thefe are black 
above, and whi te below, w i t h a whi te arch on -die fore­
head ; and*are rather larger than the c o m m o n noddy. M o i l 
o f t hem had lately hatched their y o u n g ; w h i c h lay under 
o ld ones, upon the bare g round . T h e refl had e g g s ; 
o f w h i c h they on ly lay one, larger than that o f a p igeon, 
b l u i f h and fpcckled w i t h black. The re were alfo a good 
m a n y c o m m o n boobies ; a fort that are a lmof l l i k e a g a n -
net; and a footy, or chocolate-coloured one, w i t h a whi te 
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be l ly . T o this l i d we m u d add men-of-war-b i rds ; t ropic- *77«-
J 1 |aauary, 

b i r d s ; curlews-, fand pipers ; a fma l l land-bi rd l i k e a u.— 
hedge-fparrow; land-crabs ; fmal l l i z a r d s ; and rats. 

A s we kept our Chr idmas here, I called this di fcovery 
C h r i d m a s Ifland. I judge it to be about fifteen or twenty 
leagues i n c i rcumference. It feemed to be o f a f e m i c i r -
cu la r f o r m ; or l i k e the m o o n in the laft quarter, the two 
horns be ing the N o r t h and South points ; w h i c h bear f r o m 
each other near ly N o r t h by Eaft, and South by Weft, four 
or five leagues diftant. T h i s Weft fide, or the little ifle at 
the entrance in to the lagoon, upon w h i c h we obferved the 
eclipfe, lies i n the latitude of i ° S9' Nor th , and in the l o n ­
gi tude of 202° 30' Eaft, determined by a confiderable n u m ­
ber o f l una r obfervations, w h i c h differed on ly 7' f rom the 
t ime-keeper ; it be ing fo m u c h lefs. T h e var iat ion o f the 
compafs was 6° 2 2 ^ Eaft ; and the dip o f the Nor th end o f 
the needle 11° 54'. 

C h r i d m a s Ifland, l i k e mod: others i n this ocean, is bounded 
b y a reef o f coral rocks, w h i c h extends but a l i t t le w a y 
f rom the fhore. Far ther out than this reef, on the W e d fide, 
is a bank o f fine fand, extending a m i l e into the fea. O n 
this bank is good anchorage, i n any depth between eighteen 
and th i r ty fathoms. In lefs than the firfl ment ioned depth, 
the reef w o u l d be too near^ and i n more than the lad, the 
edge o f the bank w o u l d not be at a fufheient didance. 
D u r i n g the t ime we lay here, the w i n d blew, condant ly , a 
frefh gale at E a d , or E a d by South, except one or two days. 
W c had, always, a great fwel l f rom the Nor thward , w h i c h 
broke upon the reef, i n a prodigious furf. W e had found 
this fwel l before we came to the ifland ; and it cont inued 
for fome days after we left i t . 

C H A P . 



C H A P . X, 

Seme IJlands difcovered. — Account of the Natives of 
Atooi) who come off to the Ships, and their Behaviour 
on going on board. — One of them killed.—Pn cautions 
ufed to prevent Intercourfe with the Females.—A wa­
tering-place found.—Reception upon landing,—Excur-
flon into the Country.—A Morai vifted and defcribed.— 
Graves of the Chiefs, and of the human Sacrifices, there 
buried.—Another If and, called Oneeheow vifted.—Ce­
remonies performed by the Natives^ who go off to the 
Ships.—Reafons for believing that they are Cannibals.— 
A Party fent afIiorey who re?nain two Nights.—Accomit 
of what paffed on landing.—The Ships leave the IJlands^ 
and proceed to the North. 

/ ~ X N the 2 d o f January , at day-break, we weighed anchor , 
v * / and rc fumed our courfe to the N o r t h ; h a v i n g fine 
weather, and a gentle breeze at Eaft, and Eafl South Eaf l , 
t i l l we got into the lati tude o f 7 0 4 5 ' Nor th , and the l o n g i ­
tude o f 2 0 5 0 Eafl , where we had one c a l m day. T h i s was 
fucceeded by a N o r t h Eafl by Eaf l , and Eafl Nor th E a d w i n d . 
A t firfl it b l e w faint, but frefhened as we advanced to the 
Nor th , W e cont inued to fee birds every day, o f the forts 
laft m e n t i o n e d ; fometimes i n greater numbers than others; 
and between the lat i tude o f io° and 11 0 , we faw feveral 
turtle. A l l thefe are looked upon as figns o f the v i c i n i t y o f 
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January. 
> — _ y 

Sunday 18. 

l and . However , we difcovered none t i l l day-break, i n the _ f77 8 

m o r n i n g o f the 1 8 t h , w h e n an if land made its appearance, 
bear ing N o r t h Eafl by E a f l ; and, foon after, we faw more 
l a n d bear ing N o r t h , and entirely detached f rom the former. 
B o t h had the appearance of be ing h i g h l and . At noon, the 
firfl bore N o r t h Eafl by Eaf l , h a l f Eafl , by ef l imation about 
eight or n ine leagues d i f l an t ; and an elevated h i l l , near the 
E a l l end o f the other, bore Nor th , h a l f Weft. O u r lat i tude, 
at this t ime, was it* iz\ N o r t h ; and longi tude 2 0 0 0 4 1 ' , 

Eaft. W c had n o w l i gh t airs and calms, by t u r n s ; fo that, 
at funfet, w c were not lefs than nine or ten leagues f r o m 
the neareft land . 

O n the 1 9 t h , at fun-rife, the if land firft fecn, bore Eaft, fe- Monday if? 

veral leagues diflant. T h i s b e i n g d i rec t ly to w i n d w a r d , 
w h i c h prevented our ge t t ing near it, I ftood for the other, 
w h i c h we cou ld reach ; and, not l o n g after, difcovered a 
t h i rd if land i n the direct ion o f Weft N o r t h Weft, as far dif-
tant as l and cou ld be feen. W e had n o w a fine breeze at 
Eaft by N o r t h ; and I fleered for the Eaft end o f the fecond 
i i l and ; w h i c h , at noon , extended f r o m N o r t h , h a l f Eaft, to 
Weft N o r t h Weft, a quarter Weft, the neareft part b e i n g 
about two leagues dlftaht. A t this t ime, we were i n fome 
doubt whe the r or no the l and before us was inhabi ted ; 
but this doubt was foon cleared up , by feeing fome canoes 
c o m i n g off f rom the fhore, toward the m i p s . I i m m e d i ­
ately brought to, to give them t ime to j o i n us. T h e y had 
f rom three to fix m e n each ; and, o n their approach, w c 
were agreeably furpr ized to find, that they fpoke the l an ­
guage of Otaheite, and o f the other iflands we had lately 
vifited. It required but very l i t t le addrefs, to get them to 
come along-fide ; but no intreaties cou ld prevai l upon any 
o f them to come o n board. I tied fome brafs medals to a 
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1778. rope, and gave t h e m to thofe i n one o f the canoes, w h o , i n 
—. > re turn , tied fome fma l l m a c k e r e l to the rope, as an equ i ­

valent. T h i s was repeated ; and fome f m a l l nails, or bits 
o f i ron , w h i c h they va lued more than any other art icle, 
were g iven them. For thefe they exchanged more fifh, and 
a fweet potatoe ; a fure fign that they had fome not ion o f 
b a r t e r i n g ; or, at leafl, o f r e tu rn ing one prefent for another. 
T h e y had no th ing elfe i n their canoes, except fome large 
g o u r d fhells, and a k i n d o f f i fh ing-net ; but one o f them 
offered for falc the piece o f f luff that he wore round his 
w a i f l , after the manner o f the other iflands. Thefe people 
were o f a b r o w n c o l o u r ; and, t hough o f the c o m m o n fize, 
were f lout ly made . The re was l i t t le difference i n the 
cafts o f their colour , but a confiderable var ia t ion i n their 
features.; fome o f their vifages not b e i n g very u n l i k e thofe 
o f Europeans . T h e ha i r o f mof l o f them was cropt pretty 
fhor t ; others had it f l o w i n g loofe; and, w i t h a few, it was 
tied i n a b u n c h on the c r o w n o f the head. In a l l , it feemed 
to be na tura l ly b l a c k ; but mof l o f t h e m had flained it, as 
is the practice o f the F r i end ly Inlanders, w i t h fome f luff 
w h i c h gave it a b r o w n or burnt colour, i n general , they wore 
the i r beards. T h e y had no ornaments about their perfons, 
nor d id we obferve that their ears were perforated; but 
fome were punc tu red on the hands, or near the g r o i n , 
t h o u g h i n a fma l l degree ; and the bits o f c lo th , w h i c h 
they wore, were cur iouf ly flained w i t h red, b lack , and whi te 
colours . T h e y feemed very m i l d ; and had no arms of any 
k i n d , i f we except fome fmal l ftones, w h i c h they had e v i ­
dent ly brought for their o w n defence ; and thefe they threw 
overboard w h e n they found that they were not wanted. 

Seeing no figns o f an anchor ing-place at this Eaf lcrn ex­
treme of the if land, I bore away to leeward, and ranged 
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a long the South Eafl fide, at the diflance o f h a l f a league 
f r o m the fhore. A s foon as we made fa i l , the canoes left 
ns ; but others came off, as we proceeded a long the coafl, 
b r i n g i n g w i t h them roafl ing-pigs, and fome very fine pota­
toes, w h i c h they exchanged, as the others had done, for 
whatever was offered to them. Several fma l l pigs were 
purchafed for a f ixpenny n a i l ; fo that w c again found ou r -
felves i n a l and of p l e n t y ; and ju f l at the t ime w h e n the 
turtle, w h i c h w c had fo for tunately procured at C h r i d m a s 
Ifland, were near ly expended. W e paffed feveral v i l l a g e s ; 
fome fcated near the fea, and others farther up the count ry . 
T h e inhabitants o f a l l o f them crowded to the fhore, and 
collected themfelves on the elevated places to v iew the fhips. 
T h e l and u p o n this fide o f the i i l and rifes, i n a gentle Hope, 
f r o m the fea to the foot o f the mounta ins , w h i c h occupy 
the centre o f the country , except at one place near the Eaf l 
end, where they rife d i rec t ly f rom the fea, and feemed to be 
fo rmed of n o t h i n g but ftone, or rocks l y i n g i n hor i zon ta l 

Jirata. W e faw no wood , but wha t was up i n the inter ior 
part o f the if land, except a few trees about the v i l l a g e s ; 
near w h i c h , alfo, we cou ld obferve feveral plantations o f 
plantains and fugar-canes, and fpots that feemed cul t ivated 
for roots. 

W e cont inued to found, wi thou t f t r i k ing g r o u n d w i t h a 
l ine o f fifty fathoms, t i l l we came abreail o f a l o w point, 
w h i c h is about the middle o f this fule o f the ifland, or ra­
ther nearer the N o r t h W e l l end. H e r e we met w i t h twelve 
and fourteen fathoms, over a rocky bottom. B e i n g pad this 
point , f rom w h i c h the coad trended more Nor ther ly , we had 
twenty , then fixtecn, twelve, and, at lad , live fathoms over 
a fandy bot tom. T h e l ad foundings were about a m i l e f r o m 
the fhore. N i g h t now put a dop to any farther researches ; 
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and we fpent it H a n d i n g off and on. T h e next m o r n i n g , 
we flood i n for the l and , and were met w i t h feveral canoes 
fdled w i t h peop le ; fome o f w h o m took courage, and v e n ­
tured on board. 

In the courfe o f m y feveral voyages, I never before met 
w i t h the natives o f any place fo m u c h aflonifhed, as thefe 
people were, upon enter ing a fhip. T h e i r eyes were con­
t i nua l l y flying f rom object to object ; the wi ldnefs o f their 
looks and geftures f u l l y cxpref l ing their entire ignorance 
about every t h i n g they faw, and flrongly m a r k i n g to us , 
that, t i l l now, they had never been vifited by Europeans , 
nor been acquainted w i t h any o f our commodi t ies , except 
i ron ; w h i c h , however, it was p la in , they had on ly heard 
of, or had k n o w n it i n fome fmal l quant i ty , b rought to 
t h e m at fome diflant per iod. T h e y feemed on ly to under -
Hand, that it was a fubflance, m u c h better adapted to the 
purpofes o f cu t t ing , or o f bo r ing o f holes, than any t h i n g 
their o w n country produced. T h e y afked for it by the name 
o f hamalte, probably re fe r r ing to fome inf l rument , i n the 
m a k i n g o f w h i c h i ron cou ld be u fc fu l ly employed ; for they 
appl ied that name to the blade of a kn i f e , t hough w e 
cou ld be certain that they had no idea o f that part icular i n ­
flrument; nor cou ld they, at a l l , handle it properly. For 
the fame rcafon, they frequently cal led i r o n by the name 
o f toe, w h i c h , i n their language, fignifle3 a hatchet, or ra­
ther a k i n d o f adze. O n a f k i n g them what i ron was, they 
immed ia t e ly anfwered, " W e do not k n o w ; \ o u k n o w what 
it is, and w c o n l y underf land it as toe, or hmnaite" W h e n 
we fhewed them foine beads, they aiked firfl, " What they 
w e r e ; and then, whether they fhould cat them. ' ' But o n 
their be ing told, that they were to be h u n g i n their ears, 
they returned them as ufelefs. T h e y were equa l ly ind i f ­
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ferent as to a looking-g la fs , w h i c h was offered them, and »77* 
returned i t , for the fame reafon ; but fufhciently exprefied < 
their defire for hamaite and toe, w h i c h they wifhed m i g h t be 
very large. Plates o f earthen-ware, ch ina cups, and other 
fuch things, were fo new to them, that they afked i f they 
were made of w o o d ; but wifhed to have fome, that they 
m i g h t carry t hem to be looked<at on fhore. T h e y were, i n 
fome refpects, na tura l ly w e l l bred ; or, at leaft, fearful o f 
g i v i n g ofTcnce, afking, where they fhould fit d o w n , whether 
they m i g h t fpit upon the deck, and the l i k e . Some o f t h e m 
repeated a l o n g prayer before they came on b o a r d ; and 
others, af terward, f u n g and made motions w i t h their hands, 
fuch as we had been accuftomcd to fee i n the dances o f the 
iflands we had lately vifited; 1 here was another c i r c u m -
flancc, i n w h i c h they alfo perfectly refembled thofe other 
iflanders. A t firft, on their enter ing the fhip, they endea­
voured to fleal every t h i n g they came nea r ; or rather to 
take it openly, as what we either fhould not refent, or not 
h inder . W e foon convinced them o f their miftake ; and i f 
they, after fome t ime, became lefs active i n appropr ia t ing 
to themfelvcs whatever they took a fancy to, it was becaufe 
they f o u n d that we kept a wa tch fu l eye over them. 

A t n ine o 'c lock, be ing pretty near the fhore, I fent three 
a rmed boats, under the c o m m a n d o f Lieutenant W i l l i a m - \ 
fon, to look for a landing-place , and for frefli water. I or ­
dered h i m , that i f he fhould find it ncceffary to l and i n 
fearch of the latter, not to ful ler more than one m a n to go 
w i t h h i m out of the boats. Ju f l as they were pu t t ing off 
f r o m the fhip, one o f the natives h a v i n g ftolen the b u r n e r ' s 
cleaver, leaped overboard, got into his canoe, and haftencd 
to the fhore, the boats p u r f u i n g h i m i n va in . 
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T h e order not to permi t the crews o f the boats to go on 
more was iffucd, that I m i g h t do every t h i n g in m y power to 
prevent the impor ta t ion o f a fatal difeafe into this i i l and , 
w h i c h I k n e w fome o f our m e n n o w laboured under, and 
w h i c h , unfor tunate ly , had been already communica t ed by us 
to other iflands i n thefe feas. W i t h the fame v iew, I ordered 
a l l female vifiters to be excluded f rom the fhips. M a n y o f 
them had come off i n the canoes. T h e i r fize, colour , and fea­
tures d id not differ m u c h f rom thofe o f the m e n ; and though 
their countenances were r e m a r k a b l y open and agreeable, 
there were few traces o f del icacy to be fecn, either i n their 
faces, or other proportions. T h e on ly difference i n their 
drefs, was their h a v i n g a piece o f c lo th about the body, 
r each ing f r o m near the midd le , to ha l f -way d o w n the th ighs , 
inftead o f the maro w o r n by the other fex. T h e y w o u l d as 
read i ly have favoured us w i t h their company on board as 
the m e n ; but I wi fhed to prevent a l l connect ion, w h i c h 
m i g h t , too probably, convey an irreparable in ju ry to them-
felves, and, t h r o u g h their means, to the who le nat ion. 
Ano the r neceffary precaut ion was taken, by f lr ict ly enjoin­
i n g , that no perfon, k n o w n to be capable o f propagat ing 
the infect ion, fhould be fent upon duty out o f the fhips. 

W h e t h e r thefe regulat ions, dictated by h u m a n i t y , had the 
defired effect, or no, t ime o n l y can difcover. I had been 
equa l ly attentive to the fame object, w h e n I firfl vifited the 
F r i e n d l y If lands; yet I af terward found , w i t h real c o n ­
cern, that I had not fucceeded. A n d I a m m u c h afraid, that 
this w i l l a lways be the cafe, i n fuch voyages as ours, w h e n ­
ever it is neceffary to have a n u m b e r o f people on fhore. 
T h e opportunit ies and inducements to an intercourfe be­
tween the fcxes are then too numerous to be guarded 
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againf t ; and however confident we may be o f the heal th '778. 
& * * January. 

o f our men , we are often undeceived too late. It is even 1 — - v - — ' 
a matter o f doubt w i t h me, i f it be a lways in the power o f 
the moft f k i l f u l o f the facul ty to pronounce, w i t h any cer­
tainty, whe ther a perfon w h o has been under their care, i n 
certain ftages o f this ma lady , is fo effectually cured, as to 
leave no poffibil i ty o f his be ing ftill capable o f c o m m u n i ­
ca t ing the taint. 1 t h i n k I could men t ion fome inftances 
w h i c h juft ify m y p r c f u m i n g to hazard this op in ion . It is , 
l i k e w i f c , we l l k n o w n , that, amongft a n u m b e r o f men , 
there are, genera l ly , to be found fome fo bafhful as to en­
deavour to conceal their l a b o u r i n g under any fymptoms o f 
this diforder. A n d there are others, again , fo profligate, as 
not to care to w h o m they communica te it. O f this laft, we 
had an inftance at Tongataboo, i n the g u n n e r o f the Difco-
very , w h o had been ftationed on fhore to manage the trade 
for that fhip . Af ter he k n e w that he had contracted this 
difeafe, he cont inued to have connections w i t h different 
w o m e n , w h o were fuppofed not to have already contracted 
it. H i s companions cxpoftulated w i t h h i m wi thout effect, 
t i l l Captain Cle rke , hea r ing of this dangerous i r r egu la r i ty 
o f conduct, ordered h i m on board. 

W h i l e the boats were occupied i n e x a m i n i n g the coaft, 
we ftood on and off w i th the fhips, w a i t i n g for their re turn . 
Abou t noon, M r . W i l l i a m f o n came back, and reported, that 
he had feen a large pond beh ind a beach near one of the 
v i l lages , w h i c h the natives told h i m contained frefli water ; 
and that there was ancho r ing -g round before it . H e alfo 
reported, that he had attempted to l a n d i n another place, 
but was prevented by the natives, w h o , c o m i n g d o w n to. 
the boats i n great numbers , attempted to take away the 
oars, mufkets, and, i n fhort, every t h i n g that they cou ld 
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TaniLfr'y * 1 0 ^ a n c * P ^ ^ d *° *Wfcfe upon h i m , that he was 
C — o b l i g e d to fire, by w h i c h one m a n was k i l l e d . But this u n ­

happy c i rcumflance I d id not k n o w t i l l afrcr we had left the 
i f l a n d ; fo that a l l m y meafures were directed as i f n o t h i n g 
o f the k i n d had happened. M r . W i l l i a m f o n told me, that, af­
ter the m a n fe l l , his c o u n t r y m e n took h i m up, carr ied h i m 
off, and then retired f rom the boat ; but f l i l l they made f i g -
nals for our people to land, w h i c h he decl ined. It d id not 
appear to M r . W i l l i a m f o n , that the natives had any defign 
to k i l l , or even to hurt , any o f his party ; but they feemed 
excited by mere curiofi ty, to get f r o m them what they had, 
be ing , at the fame t ime , ready to give, i n re turn , any t h i n g 
o f their o w n . 

Af ter the boats were o n board, I difpatched one o f them to 
l ie i n the befl a n c h o r i n g - g r o u n d ; and as foon as fhe had got 
to this f lat ion, I bore d o w n w i t h the fhips, and anchored i n 
twenty-five fathoms wa te r ; the bot tom a fine grey fand. 
T e Eaft point o f the road, w h i c h was the l ow point be­
fore ment ioned , bore South 51° E a f l ; the Weft point, N o r t h 
6 5 ° W e i l ; and the v i l lage , beh ind w h i c h the water was faid 
to be, N o r t h Eaf l by Eaft, diflant one m i l e . But , l i t t le more 
than a quarter o f a m i l e f rom us, there were breakers, w h i c h 
I d id not fee t i l l after the Refo lu t ion was placed. T h e D i f -
covcry anchored to the Eaf lward o f us, and farther f r o m 
the land . T h e fhips be ing thus flationed, between three 
and four o 'clock, I went afhore w i t h three armed boats, and 
twelve marines, to examine the water, and to try the dif-
poli t ion o f the inhabitants , feveral hundred of w h o m were 
afTembled on a fandy beach before the v i l l a g e ; behind it 
was a na r row val ley , the bot tom o f w h i c h was occupied by 
the piece of water . 
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T h e very infiant I leaped on fhore, the collected body o f the _ J778-
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natives a l l fe l l flat upon their faces, and remained i n that — i — ~ * 
very h u m b l e pofture, t i l l , by exprcffive figns, I prevai led 
u p o n them to rife. T h e y then brought a great many f m a l l 
p igs , w h i c h they prefented to me, w i t h plantain-trees, 
u f ing m u c h the fame ceremonies that we had feen prac­
tifed, on fuch occafions, at the Society and other iflands ; 
and a l o n g prayer b e i n g fpoken by a fingle perfon, i n w h i c h 
others o f the affembly fometims jo ined. I exprcfTed m y ac­
ceptance o f their proffered fr iendfhip, by g i v i n g them, i n 
re turn , fuch prefents as I had brought w i l l me f rom the 
fhip for that purpofc. W h e n this in t roductory bufinefs was 
finifhed, I flationed a gua rd upon the beach, and got fome 
o f the natives to conduct me to the water, w h i c h proved to 
be very good, and i n a proper fituation for our purpofe. It 
was fo confiderable, that it may be called a lake ; and it ex­
tended farther up the country than we cou ld fee. H a v i n g 
fatisfied m y f e l f about this very effential point, and about the 
peaceable difpofition o f the natives, I returned on board ; 
and then gave orders that every t h i n g fhould be i n readi -
nefs for l a n d i n g and f i l l i n g our water-caiks i n the m o r n i n g ; Wednef. at* 
w h e n I went afhore w i t h the people employed in that fervice, 
h a v i n g a party o f mar iners w i t h us for a gua rd , w h o were 
flationed on the beach. 

A s foon as we landed, a trade was fet on foot for hogs 
and potatoes, w h i c h the people o f the if land gave us i n ex­
change for nai ls and pieces o f i ron , formed into fometh ing 
l i k e chif lels . W e met w i t h no obf l ruct ion i n wate r ing ; o n 
the contrary, the natives afliflcd our m e n i n r o l l i n g the 
cafks to and f rom the p o o l ; and readi ly performed what ­
ever w e required. Every t h i n g thus g o i n g on to m y fatis­
fact ion, and confidering m y prefence on the fpot as unne -
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•778- ceffary, I left the c o m m a n d to M r . W i l l i a m f o n , w h o h a d 
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— v — l a n d e d wi th me, and made an excur l ion into the country , u p 
the val ley , accompanied by M r . Ande r fon and M r . W e b b e r ; 
the former o f w h o m was as w e l l qual i f ied to defcribe w i t h 
the pen, as the latter was to reprefent w i t h his penc i l , every 
t h i n g we m i g h t meet w i t h w o r t h y o f obfervation. A n u ­
merous t ra in o f natives fo l lowed u s ; and one of them, 
w h o m I had dift inguifhed for his act ivi ty i n k e e p i n g the reft 
i n order, I made choice o f as our guide . T h i s m a n , f r o m 
t ime to t ime, p roc la imed our approach ; and every one, w h o m 
we met, f e l l proftrate u p o n the g round , and remained i n 
that pofition t i l l we had paffed. T h i s , as I af terward under ­
ftood, is the mode of p a y i n g their refpect to their o w n 
great Ch ie f s . As we ranged d o w n the coaft f rom the Eaft, 
i n the fhips, we had obferved at every v i l l age one or more 
elevated whi te objects, l i k e pyramids or rather obe l i f k s ; 
and one o f thefe, w h i c h I gueffed to be at leaft fifty feet h i g h , 
was very confpicuous f r o m the fhip's a n c h o r i n g ftation, 
and feemed to be at no great diflance up this va l ley . T o 
have a nearer infpection o f i t , was the p r inc ipa l object o f 
m y w a l k . O u r guide perfectly underftood that we wifhed 
to be conducted to it. But it happened to be fo placed, that 
we cou ld not get at it, be ing feparated f r o m us by the pool 
o f water. However , there be ing another o f the fame k i n d 
w i t h i n our reach, about h a l f a mi l e off, upon our fide o f 
the val ley, w c fet out to vifit that. T h e moment we got to 
ir, we faw that it ftood i n a b u r y i n g - g r o u n d , or moral; the 
refemblance o f w h i c h , in many refpects, to thofe we were 
fo w e l l acquainted w i t h at other iflands i n this ocean, and 
par t i cu la r ly Otaheite, cou ld not but ftrike us ; and we alfo 
foon found , that the feveral parts that compofe it, were 

• cal led by the fame names. It was an o b l o n g fpace, o f 
confiderable 



confiderable extent, fur rounded by a w a l l o f flone, about four «77&-
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feet h i g h . T h e fpace inclofed was loofely paved w i t h fmal le r ' r—*t 

flones; and at one end o f it , flood what I ca l l the py ramid , but, 
i n the language o f the if land, is named henananoo; w h i c h ap­
peared evident ly to be an exact mode l of the larger one, ob­
ferved by us f r o m the fhips. It was about four feet fquare at 
the bafe, and about twenty feet h i g h . T h e four fides were 
compofedof f m a l l poles in te rwoven w i t h twigs and branches, 
thus f o r m i n g an indifferent w i c k e r - w o r k , h o l l o w or open 
w i t h i n , f r o m bot tom to top. It feemed to be rather i n a r u i n ­
ous ftate; but there were fufficient r e m a i n i n g marks , to fhew, 
that it had o r i g i n a l l y been covered w i t h a th in , l ight , grey 
c lo th ; w h i c h thefe people, i t fhould feem, confecrate to re ­
l i g ious purpofes ; as we cou ld fee a good deal o f it h a n g ­
i n g i n different parts of the morai; and fome o f i t had been 
forced u p o n me w h e n I firfl landed. O n each fide o f the 
p y r a m i d were l o n g pieces o f w i c k e r - w o r k , ca l led hereanee, 
i n the fame ru inous condi t ion ; w i t h two flender poles, i n ­
c l i n i n g to each other, at one corner, where fome plantains 
were la id upon a board, fixed at the he ight o f five or fix feet. 
T h i s they cal led hcrairemy; and i n fo rmed us, that the f ru i t 
was an offering to their G o d , w h i c h makes it agree exact ly 
w i t h the ivbatta o f Otaheite. Before the henananoo were a 
few pieces o f wood , carved in to fometh ing l i k e h u m a n 
figures, w h i c h , w i t h a flone near two feet h i g h , covered 
w i t h pieces of c lo th , cal led hoho, and confecrated to Tongarooa, 
w h o is the G o d o f thefe people, f t i l l more and more re ­
m i n d e d us o f what w c ufed to meet w i t h i n the morals o f the 
iflands we had lately left *. A d j o i n i n g to thefe, o n the 
outfide o f the morai, was a fma l l fhed, no bigger than a dog-

* Sec the defcription of the moral, in Otaheite, where the human facrifice was of­

fered, at which Captain Cook, was prefent. 
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177a- kenne l , w h i c h they cal led hareepahoo\ and before it was a 
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v—*—t grave, where , as we were told , the remains of a w o ­
m a n lay. 

O n the farther fide o f the area o f the moral, flood a houfe 
o r fhed , about forty feet l o n g , ten broad in the midd le , each 
end be ing narrower , and about ten feet h i g h . T h i s , w h i c h , 
t h o u g h m u c h longer, was lower than their c o m m o n d w e l l ­
ing-places, we were in fo rmed , was cal led hemanaa. T h e 

, entrance into it was at the midd le o f the fide, w h i c h was 
i n the moral. O n the farther fide o f this houfe, oppofite the 
entrance, flood two wooden images, cut out o f one piece, 
w i t h pedeflals, i n a l l about three feet h i g h ; neither very i n ­
differently defigned nor executed. Thefe were l a id to be 
Eatooa no Vchehia, or rcprcfentations o f goddeffes. O n the 
head o f one of them was a carved helmet , not u n l i k e thofe 
w o r n by the ancient warr iors j and on that o f the other, a 
c y l i n d r i c a l cap, r e f embl ing the head-drefs at Otaheite, ca l led 
tomou) and both o f them had pieces o f c lo th , t ied about the 
loins, and h a n g i n g a confiderable way d o w n . A t the fide o f 
each, was alfo a piece o f carved wood, w i t h bits o f the c lo th 
h u n g on them, i n the fame manner ; and between, or be­
fore, the pedeitals, l ay a quant i ty o f fern , i n a heap. It was 
obvious, that this had been depofited there, piece by piece, 
and at different t i m e s ; for there was o f it, i n a l l Hates, 
f r o m what was quite decayed, to what was f l i l l frefli and 
green. 

In the m i d d l e o f the houfe, and before the two images , 
was an ob long fpace, inclofed by a l o w edg ing of flone, and 
covered w i t h fhreds o f the cloth fo often ment ioned. T h i s , 
on i nqu i ry , we found, was the grave o f feven Chiefs , whofe 
names were enumerated, and the place was called Heneene. 
W e had met already w i t h fo many f i n k i n g inl lanccs o f re- ( 
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femblance, between the bury ing-place we were n o w vif i t ing, ! ' ? 3 -
and thofe o f iflands we had lately come f r o m i n the South 
Pacif ic , that wc had li t t le doubt i n ou r minds , that the re­
femblance exiflcd alfo, i n the ceremonies practifed here, and 
par t i cu la r ly i n the hor r id one o f offering h u m a n f icr i f ices . 
O u r fufpicions were too foon confirmed, by direct evidence. 
For, on c o m i n g out o f the houfe, juft on one fide of the en ­
trance, we faw a f m a l l fquare place, and another flill lefs, 
near i t ; and on afk ing, wha t thefe were? O u r guide i m m e ­
diately in fo rmed us, that i n the one was bur ied a m a n w h o 
had been facr i f lced; a Taata (Janata or Tangata, i n this 
count ry) taboo (tafoo, as here pronounced) ; and i n the other, 
a hog , w h i c h had alfo been made an offering to the d i v i ­
n i ty . A t a l i t t le diflance f r o m thefe, near the midd le o f the 
morai, were three more of thefe fquare, inclofed places, w i t h 
two pieces o f carved wood at each, and upon them a heap 
o f fern. Thefe, w c were told, were the graves o f three 
Chiefs ; and before them, was an ob long , inclofed fpace, to 
w h i c h our conductor alfo gave the name of Tangata-taboo; 

t e l l i ng us, fo exp l ic i t ly , that we cou ld not mif lake h is 
•meaning , that three h u m a n facrifices had been bu r i ed 
there ; that is, one at the funera l o f each Chief. It was w i t h 
mof l fincere concern, that I cou ld trace, on fuch undoubted 
evidence, the prevalence of thefe bloody rites, throughout 
this immenfe ocean, amongf l people disjoined by fuch a 
diflance, and even ignorant of each other's cxil lence, t h o u g h 
fo flrongly m a r k e d as o r i g i n a l l y o f the fame nat ion. It 
was ho fmal l addi t ion to this concern, to reflect, that every 
appearance led us to believe, that the barbarous practice 
was very general here. T h e ifland feemed to abound w i t h 
fuch places o f facrifice as this w h i c h we were now vi fu ing, 
and w h i c h appeared to be one o f the mofl inccnfiderable o f 
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—v—* we had feen, as we failed a long the coaft, and pa r t i cu la r ly 
than that on the oppofite fide o f the water, i n this v a l l e y ; 
the wh i t e henananoo, or p y r a m i d , o f w h i c h , we were n o w a l ­
m o f l fure, der ived its colour on ly f r o m pieces o f the confed­
erated c lo th l a i d over i t . In feveral parts, w i t h i n the i n -
clofure o f this b u r y i n g - g r o u n d , were planted trees of the 
cordia febeftina ; fome o f the morinda citrifolia; and feveral 
plants o f the etee, or jgee% o f Tongataboo, w i t h the leaves o f 
w h i c h the bemanaa was tha tched ; and, as I obferved, that 
th i s plant was not made ufe o f i n tha tch ing their d w e l l -
ing-houfes , probably it is referved ent i re ly for re l ig ious 
purpofes. 

O u r road to and f r o m the morai, w h i c h I have defcribed, 
l a y t h r o u g h the plantations. T h e greatefl part o f the 
g r o u n d was qui te flat, w i t h ditches f u l l o f water i n t e r f e r ­
i n g different parts, and roads that feemed art i f icial ly raifed 
to fome height . T h e interfpaces were, i n general , planted 
w i t h faro, w h i c h grows h e r e w i t h great ftrength,as the fields 
are funk be low the c o m m o n level , fo as to conta in the water 
neceffary to nour i fh the roots. T h i s water probably comes 
f r o m the fame fource, w h i c h fupplies the large pool f r o m 
w h i c h we fi l led our cafks. O n the drier fpaces were feveral 
fpots, where the c lo th -mulbe r ry was planted, i n regula r r o w s ; 
alfo g r o w i n g vigoroufty, and kept very c lean. T h e cocoa-
trees were not i n fo t h r i v i n g a ftate, and were a l l l o w ; but 
the plantain-trees made a better appearance; t hough they 
were not large. In general , the trees round this v i l l age , 
and w h i c h were feen at m a n y of thofe w h i c h we paffed be­
fore we anchored, are the cordia febeftina; but o f a more d i ­
m i n u t i v e fize than the product o f the Southern iflcs. T h e 
greatefl part o f the v i l lage ftands near the beach, and con­
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fills o f above fixty houfes there ; but, perhaps, about forty 17?8-
Januarj 

more fland fcattered about, farther up the country , toward < 
the bury ing-p lace . 

Af t e r we had examined, very careful ly , every t h i n g that 
was to be feen about the morai, and M r . Webber had takert 
d rawings o f i t , and o f the adjoin ing country, we re turned 
by a different route. I f o u n d a great c r o w d afTcmbled at the 
beach 5 and a brifk trade for pigs, fowls , and roots, g o i n g 
on there, w i t h the greater! good o rde r ; t hough I d id not 
obferve any par t icu lar perfon, w h o took the lead amongf l 
the refl o f his coun t rymen . A t noon, I went on board to 
dinner , and then fent M r . K i n g , to c o m m a n d the party 
afhore. H e was to have gone u p o n that fervice i n the 
m o r n i n g , but was then detained i n the fhip, to make l u n a r 
obfervations. In the afternoon, I landed again , accompa­
n i e d by Capta in C le rke , w i t h a v i e w to m a k e another ex-
curfion u p the country. But , before this* could be put i n 
execution, the day was too far fpent ; fo that I l a id afidc m y 
in tent ion for the prefent; and it fo happened, that I had not 
another oppor tuni ty . A t fun-fet, I brought every body o n 
b o a r d ; h a v i n g procured, i n the courfe o f the day, n ine 
tons o f wa t e r ; and, by exchanges, chiefly for nails and 
pieces o f i ron , about feventy or e ighty pigs, a few fowls , a 
quant i ty o f potatoes, and a few plantains, and taro roots. 
Thefe people mer i ted our befl commendat ions , i n this c o m ­
m e r c i a l intercourfe, never once a t tempting to cheat us, 
either afhore, or along-fide the fhips. Some o f them, i n ­
deed, as already ment ioned, at firfl, betrayed a thievifh dif-
pofition ; or rather, they thought , that they had a r igh t to 
every t h i n g they could lay their hands u p o n ; but they foon 
l a id afide a conduct', w h i c h , we convinced them, they c o u l d , 
not perfevere i n w i t h i m p u n i t y . 

Amongfl;-; 
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! 7 7 3 - A m o n g f l the articles w h i c h they brought to barter, this 

January, ° . 

« ,—j day, we cou ld not he lp t a k i n g notice o f a par t icular fort o f 
c loak and cap, w h i c h , even i n countries where drefs is more 
pa r t i cu la r ly attended to, m i g h t be reckoned elegant. T h e 
firft, are near ly o f the fizc and fliape of the fhort c loaks 
w o r n by the w o m e n i n E n g l a n d , and by the m e n i n Spain , 
r each ing to the midd le of the back, and tied loofely before. 
T h e g round o f them is a net -work, u p o n w h i c h the mofl 
beaut i fu l red and y e l l o w feathers arc fo clofely fixed, that 
the furface m i g h t be compared to the thickeft and richer! 
velvet, w h i c h they refemble, both as to the feel, and the 
gloffy appearance. T h e manner o f v a r y i n g the mix ture is 
very different; fome h a v i n g t r i angula r fpaces o f red and 
y e l l o w , a l ternate ly ; others, a k i n d o f crefcent; and fome 
that were ent i re ly red, had a broad y e l l o w border, w h i c h 
made them appear, at fome diflance, exactly l i k e a fcarlet 
c loak edged w i t h go ld lace. T h e br i l l i an t colours o f the 
feathers, i n thofe that happened to be new, added not a l i t t le 
to their fine appearance ; and we found, that they were i n 
h i g h ef l imat ion w i t h their owners ; for they w o u l d not, at 
firft, part w i t h one o f them, for any t h i n g that we offered, 
a f k i n g no lefs a price than a mufquet . H o w e v e r , fome were 
af terward purchafed for very large nails. Such o f them as 
were o f the belt fort, were fcarce ; and it fhould feem, that 
they are on ly ufed on the occafion of fome part icular cerc-
m o u y , or diverfion ; for the people w h o had them, a lways 
made fome gcfticulations, w h i c h we had feen ufed before by 
thofe w h o fung. 

T h e cap is made a lmof l exactly l i ke a helmet , w i t h the 
m i d d l e part, or crcft, fometimes o f a hand's breadth j and it 
fas very clofe upon the head, h a v i n g notches to admit the 
ears. It is a frame o f twigs and oficrs, covered w i t h a net-
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w o r k , in to w h i c h are w r o u g h t feathers, i n the fame man* '778. 
January. 

ner as upon the cloaks, t hough rather clofer, and lefs d iver- v „ ^ 
f ined ; the greater part be ing red, w i t h fome black, y e l l o w , 
or green ftripes, on the fides, f o l l o w i n g the curve direct ion 
o f the crcft. Thefe, probably, complete the drefs, w i t h 
the c l o a k s ; for the natives, fometimes, appeared i n both 
together. 

W e were at a lofs to guefs f rom whence they could get 
fuch a quant i ty o f thefe beaut i fu l feathers ; but were foon 
in fo rmed , as to one fort ; for they afterward brought great 
number s o f fkins of fmal l red birds for fale, w h i c h were often 
tied u p i n bunches o f twenty or more , or had a fma l l 
wooden fkewer r u n t h r o u g h their noflr i ls . A t the firfl , 
thofe that were bought , confiffed on ly of the fk in f rom be­
h i n d the w ings fo rward ; but we, afterward, got m a n y w i t h 
the h i n d part, i n c l u d i n g the ta i l and feet. T h e firfl, h o w ­
ever, ftruck us, at once, 1 w i t h the o r i g i n o f the fable for ­
m e r l y adopted, o f the birds o f paradife w a n t i n g legs ; and fuf-
ficiently explained that c i r cumi lance . Probably the people 
o f the iflands Eaft o f the Moluccas , f r o m whence the fkins 
o f the birds o f paradife are brought , cut off their feet, for 
the very reafon affigned by the people of Atoo i , for the l i k e 
pract ice ; w h i c h was, that they hereby can preferve t h e m 
w i t h greater eafe, wi thou t lof ing any part w h i c h they 
r e c k o n valuable . T h e red-bird o f o u r if land, was judged by 
M r , Ander fon to be a fpecies o f mcrops, about the fize o f a 
fparrow ; o f a beaut i fu l fcarlet colour, w i t h a b lack tail and 
w i n g s ; and an arched b i l l , twice the length o f the head, 
w h i c h , w i t h the feet, was alfo o f a reddifh colour . T h e 
contents o f the heads were taken our, as i n the birds o f pa­
radife ; but it d id not appear, that they ufed any other 
me thod to preferve t h e m , than by fimple d r y i n g ; for the 
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f*rr*> fkins, t hough m o i d , h a d nei ther a tafte nor f m e l l that 
January. c 

**—v—-t cou ld g ive r o o m to fufpect the ufe o f antiputrefcent fub-
fiances*. 

Thurfdayzx, I n the n igh t , and a l l the m o r n i n g , o n the 2 2 d , it ra ined 
a lmof l con t inua l ly . T h e w i n d was at South Eaft, South 
South Eaft, and South ; w h i c h b rought i n a fhort, c h o p p i n g 

, fea ; and as there were breakers l i t t le more than two cables 
l eng th f rom the ftcrn o f our fhip, her fituation was none o f 
the fafeft. T h e fur f broke fo h i g h againft the more , that 
w e cou ld not l and i n our boats; but the day was not w h o l l y 
loft ; for the natives ventured i n their canoes, to b r i n g off to 
the fhips hogs and roots, w h i c h they bartered as before. 
One of ou r vifiters, o n this occafion, w h o offered fome fifh-
hooks to fale, was obferved to have a very fma l l parcel , t ied 

• It is matter of real curiofity to obferve, how very extenfively the predilection for 
red feathers is fpread throughout nil the iflands of the Pacific Ocean : and the addi­
tional circumftancc, mentioned in this paragraph, wi l l , probably, be looked upon, by 
thofe who amufe themfelvcs in tracing the wonderful migrations of the fame family, or 
tribe, as a confirmation of that hypothefis (built indeed on other inftances of refem­
blance), which confiders New Guinea, and its neighbouring Eaft India iflands, from 
whence the Dutch bring their birds of paradife, as originally peopled by the fame race, 
which Captain Cook found at every ifland from New Zealand to this new group, 
to which Atooi belongs. 

What M r . Sonnerat tells us, about the bird of paradife, agrees perfectly with the 
account here given of the preferved red-birds. Speaking of the Papons, he pro­
ceeds thus: 1 1 l is nous prefentercnt pluficurs efpeces d'oifeaux, aufli elegants par 
" leur forme, que brillants par l'eclat delcur coulcurs. L a depouille des oifeaux fert 
*' a la paruro des Chef*, qui la portent attache's a leurs bonnets en forme d'aigrettes. 

Mais en priparant les peaux, ils ceupent les pieds. Les Hollandois, qui trafiquent fyr 
ces cotes, y achetent de ces pcaux ainfi preparecs, les tranfportent en Perfe, a Su-

*' rate, dans les Indes, oil ils les vendent fort chere aux habitans riches, qui en font 
•" des aigrettes pour leurs turbans, & pour le cafquc des guerricrs, & qui en parent 
•" leur chevaux. C e l t de la qu'eft venue l'opinion, qu'une dc ces ei'peccs d'oifeaux 
" (l'oifeau dc paradis) na point de pattes. Les Hollandois ont accredit** ces fables, 
" qui, en jetant du mcrveilleux fur l'objet dont ils traffiquoient, etoient propres a le 
*' rendre plus precieux, & a en rechaufler la valeur." 

Voyage a la Nouvelle Guinee, p. 154-
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to the f i r ing o f one o f them, w h i c h he feparated w i t h great i j j j j ' 
care, and referved for h imfel f , w h e n he parted w i t h the l • '. 
hook . B e i n g afked, wha t it was ? H e pointed to h is be l ly , 
and fpoke fometh ing o f its be ing dead; at the fame t ime 
fay ing , it was bad ; as i f he d id not w i l h to anfvvcr any 
more qucfl ions about it . O n feeing h i m fo anxious to c o n ­
ceal the contents o f this par. el , he was requcfled to open ir, 
•which he d id w i t h great reluctance, and fome diff iculty, as 
it was wrapped u p i n m a n y folds o f c l o t h t We found, that 
i t contained a t h i n bit o f flefh, about two inches l o n g , 
w h i c h , to appearance, had been dr ied, but was n o w wet 
w i t h fait water. It f l ruck U3, that it m i g h t be h u m a n flefh, 
and that thefe people m i g h t , perhaps, cat their enemies j as 
w e k n e w , that this was the practice o f fome of the natives 
o f the South Sea iflands. T h e quef l ion be ing put to the 
perfon w h o produced it, he anfwered, that the flefh was 
part o f a m a n . A n o t h e r o f his coun t rymen , w h o flood by 
h i m , was then afked, whether it was their cuftorn to eat 
thofe k i l l e d i n battle? and he immed ia t e ly anfwered i n the 
affirmative. 

The re were fome intervals o f fair weather i n the after­
n o o n ; and the w i n d then inc l ined to the Eaft and N o r t h 
Ea f t ; but, i n the evening , it veered back again to South 
South Eafl , and the ra in alfo returned, and cont inued a l l 
n ight . V e r y l u c k i l y , it was not attended w i t h m u c h w i n d . 
W e had, however , prepared for the worf l , by d ropp ing the 
fma l l bower anchor ; and f t r i k ing our top-gallant-yards. 

A t feven o 'c lock, the next m o r n i n g , a breeze o f w i n d Friday 23.* 

fp r ing ing u p at N o r t h Ea f l , I took tip the anchors, w i t h a 
v i ew of r e m o v i n g the fhip farther out. T h e moment that 
the laft anchor was up , the w i n d veered to the Eaf l , w h i c h 
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•778. made it neceffary to fet a l l the fa i l we could , i n order to 
January. 

c mm^mmJ clear the m o r e ; fo that, before w c had tolerable fea-room, 
we were d r iven fome diflance to leeward. W e made a f lretch 
off, w i t h a v i e w to rega in the r o a d ; but h a v i n g very l i t t le 
w i n d , and a ftrong current againft us, I found, that this was 
not to be effected. I therefore difpatched Meffrs. K i n g and 
W i l l i a m f o n afhore, w i t h three boats, for water, and to trade 
for refrefhments. A t the fame t ime, I fent an order to Cap­
ta in Cle rke , to put to fea after me, i f he m o u l d fee that I 
cou ld not recover the road. B e i n g i n hopes o f f ind ing one, 
or perhaps a harbour , at the Weft end o f the if land, I was 
the lefs anxious about ge t t ing back to m y former ftation. 
B u t as I had fent the boats thither, we kept to w i n d w a r d as 
m u c h as poflible ; notwi ths tanding w h i c h , at noon, we were 
three leagues to leeward. A s we d rew near the Weft end o f 
the if land, w c found the coafl to r o u n d g radua l ly to the 
N o r t h Eaf l , w i t hou t f o r m i n g a creek, or cove, to fheker a 
vcf le l f r o m the force of the fwe l l , w h i c h ro l led i n f r o m the 
N o r t h , and broke upon the fhore i n a prodigious fur f ; fo 

* that a l l hopes o f f ind ing a harbour here vanifhed. 
Several canoes came off i n the m o r n i n g , and fo l lowed us 

as we flood out to fea, bar te r ing their roots and other ar­
ticles. B e i n g very averfe to believe thefe people to be can­
n iba ls , notwi ths tanding the fufpicious circumftance w h i c h 
had happened the day before, w e took occafion now to m a k e 
fome more inqui r ies about this. A fma l l wooden in f t ru -
ment, befet w i t h m a r k s teeth, had been pu rcha fed ; and 
f rom its refemblance to the faw or kn i f e ufed by the N e w 
Zealanders, to difTect the bodies o f their enemies, it was 
fufpected to have the fame ufe here. One o f the natives 
b e i n g afked about this, immed ia t e ly gave the name o f the 
in f l rument , and told us, that it was ufed to cut out the 
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flcfhy part o f the be l ly , w h e n any perfon was k i l l e d . T h i s 
, January. 

expla ined and conf i rmed the c i rcumflance above-ment ioned, \ J^mj 

of the perfon p o i n t i n g to his bel ly . T h e man , however , 
f r o m w h o m we now had this in fo rmat ion , b e i n g afked, i f 
h i s coun t rymen eat the part thus cut out ? denied it f t rong­
l y ; but, u p o n the queftion be ing repeated, fhewed fome 
degree o f fear, and f w a m to his canoe. J u f l before he 
reached it, he-made figns," as he had done before, expreflivc 
o f the ufe o f the in f l rument . A n d an o l d m a n , w h o fat 
fore mofl i n the canoe, be ing then afked, whether they eat 
the flefh ? anfwered i n the affirmative, and laughed, feem-
i n g l y at the f impl ic i ty o f fuch a queftion. l i e affirmed the 
fact, on be ing afked again ; and alfo faid, it was excellent 
food, or, as he expreffed it, " favoury eating." 

A t feven o 'clock i n the evening, the boats returned, w i t h 
two tons of water, a few hogs, a quant i ty o f plantains, and 
fome roots. M r . K i n g in fo rmed mc , that a great n u m b e r 
o f the inhabitants were at the wa te r ing or l a n d i n g place. 
H e fuppofed, that they had come f r o m a l l parts o f the 
i i l and . T h e y had b rought w i t h them a great m a n y fine fat 
hogs, to barter ; but m y people had not commodi t ies w i t h 
them equal to the purchafc. T h i s , however , was no great 
l o f s ; for we had already got as m a n y on board, as we cou ld 
w e l l manage for immedia te ufe ; and, w a n t i n g the mate­
rials, we could not have falted them. M r . K i n g a.lfo to ld 
me, that a great deal o f r a i n had fa l len afhore, whereas, out 
at fea, we had on ly a few fhowcr s ; and that the furf had 
r u n fo h i g h , that it was w i t h great difficulty ou r m e n 
landed, and got back into the boat's. 

"We had l i gh t airs and calms, by turns, w i t h fhowcrs o f 
ra in , a l l n i g h t ; and at day-break, i n the m o r n i n g o f the 
24th, we found, that the currents had carr ied the fhip to Saturday i * . 
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the N o r t h Weft and N o r t h ; fo that the Weft end of the 
January. 

y——1 i i l and , upon w h i c h we had been, called A t o o i by the n a ­
tives, bore Eaft, one league d i f lan t ; another i i l and , ca l led 
Oreehoua, Weft by S o u t h ; and the h i g h land o f a t h i r d 
i f land , cal led Oneeheow, f r o m South Weft by Weft, to Weft 
South Weft. Soon after, a breeze fprung up at N o r t h ; and , 
as I expected that this w o u l d b r i n g the Difcovery to fea, I 
ftcered for Oneeheow, i n order to take a nearer v i ew of it, and 
to anchor there, i f I fhould f ind a convenient place. I con­
t inued to fleer for it, t i l l paft eleven o 'clock, at w h i c h t ime 
w c were about two leagues f r o m it. But not feeing the D i f ­
covery, and be ing doubt fu l whether they cou ld fee us, I was 
fear fu l left fome i l l confequence m i g h t attend our feparat-
i n g fo far. I, therefore, gave u p the defign o f v i f i t ing Onee­
h e o w for the prefent, and ftood back to A too i , w i t h an i n ­
tent to anchor again i n the road, to complete our water. A t 
two o 'c lock i n the afternoon, the N o r t h e r l y w i n d died away , 
and was fuccccdcd by variable l i gh t airs and calms, that 
cont inued t i l l e leven at n ight , w i t h w h i c h we ftretched to 

Sunday 25. the South Ead , t i l l day-break i n the m o r n i n g o f the 25th, 

w h e n we tacked and ftood i n for A t o o i road, w h i c h bore 
about N o r t h f rom us ; and, foon after, w c were jo ined by 
the Difcovery. 

W c fetched i n w i t h the land about two leagues to leeward 
of the road, w h i c h , though fonear, we never could recover; 
for what w e gained at one t ime, we loft at another ; fo that, 

Tiiurfday?o. by the m o r n i n g of the 251th, the currents had carried us 
Wef tward , w i t h i n three leagues of Oneeheow. Be ing t ired 
w i t h p l y i n g f b ur i fucccfsful ly, I gave u p a l l thoughts of 
get t ing back to A t o o i , and came to-the rcfolut ion of t r y i n g , 
whether we could not procure what we wanted at the other 
iLLind, w h i c h was w i t h i n our reach. W i t h this v iew, I fent 
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the Matter i n a boat, to found the coaft ; to look out for a '~ y S -
1 January. 

landing-place ; and, i f he Ihou ld find one, to examine i f ^—*——4 
fref l i water cou ld be convenient ly got in its ne ighbourhood . 
T o give h i m t ime to execute his c o m m i f l i o n , we fo l lowed, 
under an eafy fa i l , w i t h the fhips. As foon as we were 
abreaft, or to the Wef tward of the South Point o f Oneeheow, 
w e found thir ty , twenty-five, and twenty fathoms water, 
over a bot tom o f coral fand, a m i l e f rom the fhore. 

A t ten o'clock, the Mafter returned, and reported, that he 
had landed i n one place, but could find no frefli wa te r ; a n d 
that there was anchorage a l l a long the coaft. Seeing a v i l ­
lage a l i t t le farther to leeward ; and fome of the iflanders,. 
"who had come off to the fhips, i n f o r m i n g us, that fref l i 
water m i g h t be got there, I ran d o w n , and came to an a n ­
chor before it, i n twenty-fix fathoms water, about three 
quarters o f a m i l e f rom the fhore. T h e South Eaft point o f 
the ifland bore-South , 6 5 0 Eaft, three mi les d i f lant ; the 
other extreme o f the ifland bore Nor th by E a d , about two 
or three miles d i f lant ; a peaked h i l l , i n l and , N o r t h Eaft, a 
quarter Eaft ; and another ifland, ca l led Tahoora , w h i c h was 
difcovered the preceding evening, bore South, 6 i ° Weft, 
diflant feven leagues. 

Six or feven canoes had come off to us, before we a n ­
chored, b r i n g i n g fome fmal l pigs and potatoes, and a good 
m a n y yams and mats. T h e people i n them rcfembled thofe 
o f A t o o i ; and feemed to be equally, w e l l acquainted w i t h 
the ufe o f i ron , w h i c h they afked for alfo by the names o f 
hamaite Tundtoc \ par t ing readi ly w i t h a l l their commodi t ies 
for pieces o f this precious meta l . . Several more canoes foon 
reached the fhips, a l ter they had anchored ; but the na­
tives i n thefe feemed to have no other object, than to pay 
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us a fo rma l vii ir . M a n y of t hem came read i ly on board, 
c r o u c h i n g d o w n u p o n the deck, and not q u i t t i n g that 
h u m b l e po l lurc , t i l l they were defired to get up. T h e y 
had b rought feveral females w i t h them, w h o remained 
a long fide i n the canoes, behav ing w i t h far lefs m o d c l l y 
than their c o u n t r y w o m e n o f A t o o i ; and, at times, a l l j o i n ­
i n g i n a l ong , not r emarkab le for its melody, t h o u g h per­
fo rmed i n very exact concert, by beat ing t ime u p o n their 
breaits w i t h their hands. T h e m e n w h o had come on board 
d i d not uay l o n g ; and before they departed, fome o f them 
requeued our pc rmi f l i on to l a y d o w n , on the deck, locks o f 
their ha i r . 

Thefe vifiters furni fhed us w i t h an oppor tuni ty o f agitat­
i n g again , this day, the cur ious i n q u i r y , whether they were 
canniba ls ; and the f u b j e d d id not take its rife f r o m any 
queftions o f ours, but f r o m a c i rcumflance that feemed to 
remove a l l a m b i g u i t y . One o f the iflandcrs, w h o wanted to 
get i n at the g u n - r o o m port, was refufed ; and, at the fame 
t ime, a l l ied , whether , i f he fhould come i n , we w o u l d k i l l 
and eat h i m ? a c c o m p a n y i n g this q u c l l i o n w i t h figns fo ex-
prcfhvc, that there cou ld be no doubt about his m e a n i n g . 
T h i s gave a proper o p e n i n g to retort the quef l ion as to this 
p rac t ice ; and a perfon behind the other, i n the canoe, w h o 
pa id great attention to what was pa l l i ng , immedia te ly an ­
fwered, that i f wc were k i l l e d on more , they w o u l d cer­
t a in ly cat us. H e fpoke w i t h fo l i t t le emot ion , that it ap­
peared p l a i n l y to be his mean ing , that they w o u l d not de-
flroy us for that purpofe ; but that their ea t ing us w o u l d 
be the confequence o f our be ing at enmi ty w i t h them. I 
have avai led m y f e l f o f M r . Andcr fon ' s collect ions for the 
decifion o f this ma t t e r ; and a m forry to fay, that I cannot 
fee the leafl reafon to hefitate in p r o n o u n c i n g it to be cer­

tain, 
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tain, ihfrt the hor r id banquet o f h u m a n flefh, is as m u c h L778» 
. a January. 

rc l i fhed here, amidf l plenty, as it is i n N e w Zea land . \—^—t 

In the afternoon, I fent Lieutenant Gore , w i t h three 
armed boats, to look for the moft convenient l and ing-p lace ; 
and, w h e n o n fhore, to fearch for frefli water. In the 
even ing he re turned, h a v i n g landed at the v i l lage above 
ment ioned , and acquainted me, that he had been conducted 
to a w e l l h a l f a m i l e u p the coun t ry ; but, by his account, 
the quant i ty o f water it contained was too inconfulcrablc 
for our purpofe, and the road l ead ing to it exceedingly bad. 

O n the 3 0 t h , I fent M r . Gore afhore again , w i t h a gua rd F r i d a y ^ , 

o f mar iners , and a party to trade w i t h the natives for re-
frefhments. I intended to have fo l lowed foon after, and 
went f rom the fhip w i t h that defign. B u t the fu r f had i n -
creafed fo m u c h , by this t ime, that I was fearful , i f I got 
afhore, I fhould not be able to get off again . T h i s r ea l ly 
happened to our people w h o had landed w i t h M r . Gore , 
the communica t i on between t h e m and the fhips, by our 
o w n boats, be ing foon flopped. In the evening , they made 
a f i g n a l for the boats, w h i c h were fent a c c o r d i n g l y ; and, not 
l o n g after, they returned w i t h a few yams and fome fait. 
A tolerable quant i ty o f both had been procured i n the courfe 
of the day ; but the fu r f was fo great, that the greatefl part 
o f both thefe articles had been loft i n convey ing them to the 
boats. T h e officer and twenty m e n , deterred by the dan ­
ger o f c o m i n g off, were left afhore a l l n i g h t ; and, by this 
unfortunate c i rcumftancc, the very t h i n g happened, w h i c h , 
as I have already ment ioned, I wi fhed fo hear t i ly to pre­
vent, and va in ly i m a g i n e d I had effectually guarded againft. 
T h e violence o f the furf, w h i c h our o w n boats cou ld not 
act againft, d id not h inder the natives f r o m c o m i n g off to 
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i77s- the fhips i n their canoes. T h e y brought refrcfhments w i t h 
y • *_j t hem, w h i c h were purchafed, i n exchange for nai ls , and 

pieces o f i ron hoops j and I diftributed a good m a n y pieces 
o f r ibbon , and fome buttons, as bracelets, amongf l the w o ­
m e n i n the canoes. One o f the m e n had the figure o f a 
l i z a r d punc tured u p o n his breaft, and upon thofe o f others 
were the figures o f m e n badly imitated. Thefe vifrtcrs i n ­
formed us, that there was no Chief , or Hairee, o f this i f l and ; 
but that it was fubjecT to Tcneooneoo, a C h i e f o f A t o o i ; 
w h i c h if land, they faid, was not governed by a fingle Chief , 
but that there were m a n y to w h o m they paid the honour o f 
moet or proflration ; and, amongf l others, they named Otaeaio 
and Terarotoa. A m o n g other things , w h i c h thefe people 
n o w brought off, was a fma l l d r u m , a lmof l l i k e thofe o f 
Otaheite. 

A b o u t ten or eleven o'clock at n ight , the w i n d veered to 
the South, and the fky feemed to forebode a f lorm. W i t h 
fuch appearances, t h i n k i n g that we were rather too near 
the fhore, I ordered the anchors to be taken up , and, h a v i n g 
carr ied the fhips into for ty- two fathoms, came to again i n 
that fafer f la i ion . T h e precaution, however, proved to be 
unnecefTary ; for the w i n d , foon after, veered to N o r t h N o r t h 

- Ea f l , f rom w h i c h quarter it b lew a frefh gale, w i t h fqualls, 
attended w i t h very heavy fhowcrs of r a in . 

faturdiy w . T h i s weather cont inued a l l the next d a y ; and the fea ran 
fo h i g h , that we had no manner o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n w i t h 
our party on fhore ; and even the natives themfelvcs durft 
not venture out to the (hips in their canoes. In the even­
i n g , 1 fent the matter i n a boat up to the South Eaf l head, 
or point o f the ifland, to try i f lie could land under it. H e 
returned w i t h a favourable report ; but it was too late, now, to 
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fend for our party t i l l the next m o r n i n g ; and thus they had *77*. 
1 J . January. 

another n igh t to improve their intercourfe w i t h the na- t ^ - v ~ / 

tives. 
Encouraged by the mailer 's report, I fent a boat to the February. 

South Eaft point, as foon as day- l igh t returned, w i t h an or- S u n d a y l" 
der to M r . Gore , that, i f he cou ld not embark his people 
f r o m the fpot where they n o w were, to m a r c h them i i p to 
the point. As the boat cou ld not get to the beach, one o f 
the crew fwam afhore, and carr ied the order. O n the re turn 
o f the boat, I went m y f e l f w i t h the pinnace and l aunch u p 
to the point, to b r i n g the party on board ; t a k i n g w i t h m e 
a ram-goat and two ewes, a boar and fow p i g o f the E n g ­
l i fh breed ; and the feeds o f melons , p u m p k i n s , and on ions ; 
be ing very delirous o f benefit ing thefe poor people, by fur-
n i f h i n g them w i t h fome addi t ional articles o f food. I 

landed w i t h the greatefl cafe, under the Weft fide o f the 
point, and found m y party already there, w i t h fome of the 
natives i n company. T o one o f them, w h o m M r . Gore had 
obfc ivcd a f luming fome c o m m a n d over the reft, I gave the 
goats, pigs, and feeds. I fhould have left thefe w e l l - i n ­
tended prefents at A too i , had we not been fo unexpectedly 
d r iven f rom i t . 

W h i l e the people were engaged i n f i l l i n g four water-cafks, 
f r o m a fma l l ftream occafionccl by the late r a in , I wa lked a 
l i t t le way up the country, attended by the m a n above-men­
tioned, and fo l lowed by two others ca r ry ing the two pigs. As-
foon as we got upon a r i f ing g round , I flopped to look round 
me ; and obferved a w o m a n , on the oppolite fide o f the val ley 
where I landed, c a l l i n g to her coun t rymen who attended me. 
U p o n this, the C h i e f began to mutter fomething w h i c h I fup-
pofed was a prayer ; and the two m e n , w h o carried the pigs , 
con t inued to w a l k round me a l l the t ime, m a k i n g , at lcaft, 
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a dozen circuits before the other had finifhed his oraifon. 
:bruary, 

— — » T h i s ceremony b e i n g performed, we proceeded ; and, pre­
sently, met people c o m i n g f rom a i l parts, who , on be ing 
cal led to by m y attendants, threw themfelvcs prollrate o n 
their faces, t i l l I was out o f fight. T h e g round , t h r o u g h 
w h i c h I pal led, was i n a ftate o f nature, very ftony, and 
the fo i l feemed poor. It was, however, covered w i t h Ihrubs 
and plants, fome of w h i c h per fumed the air, w i t h a more 
del ic ious fragrancy than I had met w i t h at any other o f the 
illands vifited by us i n this ocean. O u r people, w h o had 
been obl iged to remain fo l o n g on ihorc , gave me the fame 
account o f thofe parts of the ifland w h i c h they had rraverfed. 
T h e y met w i t h feveral fait ponds, fome o f w h i c h had a l i t t le 
water r ema in ing , but others had none ; and the fait that 
was left i n them was fo th in , that no great quant i ty cou ld 
have been procured. T h e r e was no appearance o f any r u n ­
n i n g ftream ; and t h o u g h they found fome fma l l wel ls , i n 
w h i c h the frefh water was tolerably good, it feemed fcarce. 
T h e habitations o f the natives were t h i n l y fcattered about 
and it was fuppofed, that there cou ld not be more than five 
hundred people upon the i i l and , as the greatefl part were 
feen at the marke t ing-p lace o f our party, and few found 
about the houfes by thofe w h o w a l k e d up the country. T h e y 
had an oppor tuni ty o f obferving the method o f l i v i n g 
amongft the natives, and it appeared to be decent and 
c leanly . T h e y d id not, however, fee any inftance o f the 
m e n and w o m e n eat ing together; and the latter feemed ge­
nera l ly affociated i n companies by themfelves. It was 
found , that they burn t here the o i l y nuts o f the dooe dooe for 
l igh ts i n the n ight , as at Otahei te ; and that they baked 
their hogs i n ovens ; but, contrary to the practice o f the So­
ciety and Fr iendly Illands, fplit the carcafes t h rough their 
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w h o l e length . T h e y met w i t h a pofitive proof o f the exiftencc p ^ * ; . 
o f the taboo (or as they pronounce it the tafoo), for one w o m a n v — — - * 
fed another who was under that in terdic t ion. T h e y alfo ob­
ferved fome other myfterious ceremonies; one o f w h i c h was 
per formed by a w o m a n , w h o took a f m a l l p i g , and th rew 
it into the furf, t i l l it was drowned, and then tied u p a 
bund le o f wood , w h i c h fhe alfo difpofed o f i n the fame 
manner . T h e fame w o m a n , at another t ime, beat w i t h a 
f l i ck u p o n a man's moulders , w h o fat d o w n for that pur -
pofe. A par t icular venerat ion feemed to be paid here to 
o w l s , w h i c h they have very tame ; and it was obferved to be 
a pretty general practice, amongf l them, to p u l l out one o f 
their t e e t h * ; for w h i c h odd cuf lom, w h e n afked the rea-
fon, the o n l y anfwer that could be got was, that it was teeha% 

w h i c h was alfo the reafon affigncd for another o f their 
practices, the g i v i n g a lock o f their ha i r . 

Af te r the water-cafks had been filled and conveyed into 
the boat, and we had purchafed f rom the natives a few 
roots, a l i t t le fait, and fome falted fifh, I returned on board 
w i t h a l l the people, in tend ing to vifit the ifland the next 
day. But , about feven o'clock i n the evening, the a n ­
chor o f the Refolut ion flarted, and fhe drove off the bank. 
A s we had a who le cable out, it was fome time before the 
anchor was at the bows ; and then we had the l aunch to 
ho i f l up along-fide, before we could make fai l . By this u n ­
l u c k y accident, we found ourfelves, at day-break next 
m o r n i n g , three, leagues to the leeward o f our laft f l a t ion ; Monday*; 
and forefeeing that it w o u l d require more time to recover 

* ft is very remarkable, that, in this cuftorn, which one would" think is To unnatural, 
as not to be adopted by two different tribes, originally unconnected, the people of this 
ifland, and Dampier's natives on the Weft fide of New Holland, at fuch an immenfe 
•diftance, fhould be found to agree. 
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_ "778. i t than I chofe to fpend, I made the f ignal for the Difcovery 
rebruary. * * a 

U i - I ^ - j to w e i g h and j o i n us. T h i s was done about noon ; and w c 
immed ia t e ly flood away to the N o r t h w a r d , i n profecution 
o f our voyage. T h u s , after fpending more t ime about thefe 
iflands, than was neceffary to have anfwered a l l our pur-
pofes, we were ob l iged to leave them before we had c o m ­
pleted our water, and got f r o m them fuch a quant i ty o f re­
freshments as their inhabitants were both able and w i l l i n g 
to have fupplied us w i t h . But , as it was, our fhip pro­
cured f r o m them provifions, fufficient for three weeks at 
leaf!; and Captain C le rke , more fortunate than us, got, o f 
their vegetable productions, a fupply that laflcd his people 
u p w a r d o f two months . T h e obfervations I was enabled to 
m a k e , combined w i t h thofe o f M r . Anderfon , w h o was a 
ve ry ufeful afTiftant on a l l fuch occafions, w i l l fu rn i fh m a ­
terials for the next chapter. , 
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C FI A P. XI. 

The Situation of the Ifands now difcovered.—Their Names*. 
—Called the Sandwich Ifands..—Atooi defcribed.—Tide 
Soil.—Climate.—Vegetable Produtlions.—Birds.—Fijh, 
—Domefic Animals.—Perfons of the Inhabitants.—Their 
Difpoftion,—Drefs.—Ornaments.—Habitations.—Food* 
—Cookery.—Amufeme?tts, — Manufactures.—Worki tig-
tools.—Knowledge of Iron accounted for.—Canoes.—• 
Agriculture.—Account of one of their Chiefs.—Wea­
pons.—Cufoms agreeing with thofe of Tongataboo and 
Otaheite.—Their Language the fa?ne.—Extetit of this 
Nation throughout the Pacifc Ocean.—-Refeclions on the 
iiflful Situation of the Sandwich Ifands. 

"I T is wor thy of obfervation, that the iflands i n the Pa-
- l cific Ocean, w h i c h our late voyages have added to the 
geography o f the globe, have been general ly found l y i n g i n 
groups or clutters ; the fingle intermediate i l lands, as yet 
difcovered, be ing few i n proport ion to the o thers ; though , 
probably, there are many more of them n i l ! u n k n o w n , w h i c h 
fcrve as Heps between the feveral cluflers. O f what n u m b e r 
this newly-di fcovered Arch ipe lago confifts, m u l l be left for 
future inve l l iga t ion . W e faw five o f them, whofe names, as 
g i v e n to us by the natives, are Woahoo, Atoo i , Oneeheow, 
Orechoua, and Tahoora , T h e l a i l i s a fmal l elevated ifland, 
l y i n g four or five leagues f rom the South Eafl point o f Onee-
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1778. heow, i n the d i rec t ion o f South , 69* Weft. W e were told, 
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i — - v ' that it abounds w i t h birds, w h i c h are its on ly inhabi tants . 
W e alfo got fome in fo rmat ion o f the exiftence o f a l o w u n ­
inhabi ted if land i n the ne ighbourhood , whofe n a m e is 
T a m m a t a pappa. Befides thefe fix, w h i c h we can d i f t ingui f l i 
by their names, it appeared, that the inhabitants o f thofe 
w i t h w h o m we had intercourfe, were acquainted w i t h fome 
other iflands both to the Eaftward and Weftward. I named 
the whole g roup the S a n d w i c h Iflands, i n honour o f the 
E a r l o f Sandwich . Thofe that I faw, are fitua'tcd between 
the latitude o f 21 0 30', and 22 0 15' Nor th , and between the 
long i tude o f 1990 qo', and 2c i ° 30' Eaft. 

O f Woahoo , the moft Eafterly o f thefe iflands, feen by 
us, w h i c h lies i n the latitude o f 210 36', we c o u l d get no 
other in te l l igence, but that it is h i g h l and , and is i n h a ­
bi ted. 

W e had opportunit ies o f k n o w i n g fome part iculars about 
Oneeheow, w h i c h have been ment ioned already. It lies fe­
ven leagues to the Weftward o f our anchor ing-placc at 
A t o o i ; and is not above fifteen leagues i n c i rcu i t . Its c h i e f 
vegetable produce is yams ; i f we may judge f rom what was 
b rought to us by the natives. T h e y have fait, w h i c h they 
ca l l patai; and is produced i n fait ponds. W i t h it they cure 
both fifh and pork ; and fome fait fifh, w h i c h we got f r o m 
them, kept very w e l l , and were found to be very good. T h i s 
i f land is moftly l o w land, except the part f ac ing A t o o i , 
w h i c h rifes direct ly f rom the fea to a good h e i g h t ; as does 
alfo the South Eaft point of it, w h i c h terminates i n a round 
h i l l . It was on the Weft fide o f this point where our fhips 
anchored. 

O f Oreehoua we k n o w no th ing more than that it is a f m a l l 

elevated if land, l y i n g clofe to the N o r t h fide o f Oneeheow. 
A too i , 



A t o o i , w h i c h is the largeft, be ing the p r inc ipa l fcenc o f 
o u r operations, I i h a l l n o w proceed to lay before m y readers 
wha t in format ion I was able to collect about it, either f r o m 
actual obfervation, w h i l e on fhore, or f rom converfat ion 
w i t h its inhabitants, w h o were perpetual ly on board the 
fhips w h i l e we lay at a n c h o r ; and w h o , i n general , c o u l d 
be tolerably w e l l underftood, by thofe o f us w h o had ac­
qu i red an acquaintance w i t h the dialects o f the South Pa ­
cific Iflands. It is , however, to be regretted, that we fhou ld 
have been obl iged , fo foon, to leave a place, w h i c h , as far as 
ou r opportuni t ies of k n o w i n g reached, feemed to be h i g h l y 
w o r t h y of a more accurate examinat ion. 

A too i , f r o m what we faw o f it, is, at leaft, ten leagues 
i n length f rom Eaft to Weft ; f r o m whence its c i rcui t m a y 
near ly be guefTed, though it appears to be m u c h broader 
at the Eaft than at the Weft point, i f we m a y judge f rom 
the double range o f h i l l s w h i c h appeared there. The road, 
or anchoring-place, w h i c h we occupied, is on the South 
Weft fide o f the ifland, about fix mi les f rom the Weft end, 
before a v i l lage w h i c h has the name o f W y m o i . As far as 
we founded, we found , that the bank has a fine grey fand' 
at the bottom, and is free f r o m rocks ; except a l i t t le to the 
Eaftward o f the v i l lage , where there fpits out a fhoal , o n 
w h i c h are fome rocks and breakers ; but they are not far 
f r o m the fhore. T h i s road w o u l d be ent i re ly fheltered f rom 
the trade w i n d , i f the he ight o f the land, over w h i c h it 
b lows, d id not alter its d i rect ion, and make it fo l low that o f 
the coaft ; fo that it blows at N o r t h Eaft, on one fide o f the 
if land, and at Eaft South Eaft, or South Eaf l , on the other,, 
f a l l i n g ob l ique ly upon the more . T h u s the road, t h o u g h 
fituated on the lee fide of the ifland, is a lit t le expofed to the 
trade w i n d ; but, notwi ths tanding this defect, is far f rom 
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be ing a bad ftation, and m u c h fuperior to thofe w h i c h ne-
cefllty obl iges fhips da i ly to ufe, i n regions where the winds 
are both more variable and more boifterous ; as at TeneriiTe, 
M a d e i r a , the Azores , and e l fewhcrc . T h e l a n d i n g too is 
more eafy than at mofl: o f thofe places ; and, unlefs i n very 
bad weather, a lways practicable. T h e water to be got i n the 
ne ighbourhood is excellent, and eafy to be conveyed to the 
boats. But no wood can be cut at any didance, convenient 
e n o u g h to b r ing it f rom, unlefs the natives cou ld be pre­
va i led upon to part w i t h the few ctooa trees (for fo they ca l l 
the cordia febajlina), that g r o w about their v i l lages , or a fort 
cal led dooe dooef that g r o w farther up the coun t ry . 

T h e land , as to its general appearance, does not, i n the 
lead, refcmble any o f the idands we have hitherto vifited 
w i t h i n the tropic, on the fouth fide o f the equator ; i f we ex­
cept its h i l l s near the centre, w h i c h are h i g h , but dope 
gent ly to the fea, or lower lands. T h o u g h it be dci l i tu te o f 
the de l igh t fu l borders o f Otaheite, and of the l uxu r i an t 
pla ins o f Tongataboo, covered w i t h trees, w h i c h at once 
afford a f r iendly Inciter f r o m the fcorch ing fun, and a n 
enchan t ing profpecl; to the eye, and food for the natives, 
w h i c h may be t r u ly faid to drop f r o m the trees into their 
mouths , w i thou t the laborious tafk of r e a r i n g ; t hough , 1 
fay, A t o o i be deditute o f thefe advantages, its polfeding a 
greater quant i ty o f gen t ly - r i f ing land, renders it, i n fome 
meafure, fuperior to the above favouri te idands, as be ing 
more capable o f improvement . 

T h e he ight o f the l and w i t h i n , the quant i ty o f clouds 
w h i c h we faw, d u r i n g the w h o l e t ime we flaid, h a n g i n g 
over it, and frequent ly o n the other parts, feems to put it be­
y o n d a l l doubt, that there is a fuflicient fupply o f wa te r ; and 
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that there are fome r u n n i n g dreams w h i c h we d i d not fee, T77 8-
. . . . February, 

efpecia l ly i n the deep val leys, at the entrance o f w h i c h < 
the vi l lages c o m m o n l y ftand. F r o m the wooded part to the 
fea, the g r o u n d is covered w i t h a n excellent fort o f grafs, 
about two feet h i g h , w h i c h grows fometimes i n tufts, and, 
t h o u g h not very t h i ck at the place where we were, feemed 
capable o f b e i n g converted in to p len t i fu l crops o f fine hay . 
B u t not even a fhrub g rows na tu ra l ly o n ' t h i s extendve 
fpace. 

I n the break, or n a r r o w val ley , t h rough w h i c h we had 
o u r road to the morai, the fo i l is o f a b r o w n i f h b lack colour , 
fomewhat loofe; but as we advanced upon the h i g h g round , 
it changed to a reddifh b r o w n , more fliff and clayey, t hough , 
at this t ime, bri t t le f r o m its drynefs. It is m o d probably 
the fame a l l over the cul t ivated par t s ; for what adhered to 
m o d o f the potatoes, bought by us, w h i c h , no doubt, came 
f r o m very different fpots, was o f this fort. Its qua l i ty , 
however , m a y be better underdood f r o m its products, than 
f r o m its appearance. F o r the vale, or m o i d g round , pro­
duces taro, o f a m u c h larger fize than any we h a d ever feen; 
and the h i g h e r g r o u n d furnifl ies fweet potatoes, that often 
w e i g h ten, and fometimes twelve or fourteen pounds ; very 
few be ing under two or three. 

T h e temperature of the c l imate m a y be eafily gueffed 
f r o m the fi tuation of the if land. Were we to judge of i t 
f r o m our experience, it m i g h t be faid to be very variable ; 
for, according to the general ly received op in ion , it was 
n o w the feafon of the year, w h e n the weather is fuppofed 
to be m o d fettled, the fun be ing at his greated annua l dis­
tance. The heat was, at this t ime, very modera te ; and 
few of thofe inconveniences , w h i c h m a n y tropical countr ies 
are fubject to, either f r o m heat or m o i d u r e , feem to be 
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experienced here, as the habitations o f the natives are quite 
c lofe ; and they fait both fifh and pork , w h i c h keep w e l l , 
contrary to what has u fua l ly been obferved to be the cafe, 
w h e n this operation is attempted i n hot countr ies . Ne i ther 
d i d we f ind any dews o f confequence, w h i c h m a y , i n fome 
meafure, be accounted for, by the lower part o f the count ry 
be ing deflitute o f trees. 

T h e rock that forms the fides o f the va l ley , and w h i c h 
feems to be the fame w i t h that feen by us at different 
parts o f the coafl, is a greyi fh b lack , ponderous f lone; but 
honey-combed , w i t h fome very m i n u t e m i n i n g particles, 
and fome fpots o f a rufly co lour interfperfed. T h e l a l l gives 
it often a reddifh eafl, w h e n at a diflance. It is o f an i m -
menfe depth, but feems d iv ided into Jlrata, t hough n o t h i n g 
is interpofed. For the large pieces a lways broke off to a 
determinate thieknefs, w i thou t appear ing to have adhered 
to thofe be low them. Other Hones are probably m u c h 
more var ious , than i n the Southern iflands. For, d u r i n g 
our fhort Hay, befides the lapis lyJlus, w h i c h feems c o m ­
m o n a l l over the South Sea, w c found a fpecies o f c ream-
coloured whetflone, fometimes variegated w i t h b lacker or 
w h i t e r veins, as m a r b l e ; or i n pieces, as breccia; and c o m ­
m o n w r i t i n g flate, as w e l l as a coarfer for t ; but we faw none 
o f them i n their natural flate ; and the natives brought fome 
pieces o f a coarfe w h i t i f h pumice-f lone . W e got alfo a 
b r o w n fort o f hematites, w h i c h , f r o m be ing f l rong ly at­
tracted by the magnet , difcovered the quant i ty o f meta l that 
i t contained, and feems to belong to the fecond fpecies o f 
Cronflcdt , t hough Linnseus has placed it amongf l his intracla-
b'dia. B u t its var ie ty could not be difcovered ; for what we 
faw o f it, as w e l l as the Hates and whetflones, was cut a r t i ­
f ic ial ly . 3 
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Befides the vegetable articles, bought by us as refrefli- ~*PS' 
° , rcbruary. 

merits, amongf l w h i c h were, at lcaft, five or fix varieties o f v,— 
planta ins , the if land produces bread-f ru i t ; though it feems 
to be fcarce, as we faw on ly one tree, w h i c h was large, and 
had fome frui t upon it. There are alfo a few cocoa-palms j 
yams , as w c were told, for we faw none ; the kappe o f the 
F r i end ly Iflands, or V i r g i n i a n arum ; the ctooa tree, and fweet 
f m e l l i n g gardenia, or cape jajmine. We faw feveral trees o f 
the dooe dooet fo ufeful at Otaheite, as bear ing the o i l y nuts, 
w h i c h are f luck u p o n a k i n d of fkewer, and burnt as 
candles. O u r people faw them ufed, i n the fame manner , 
at Oneeheow. W e were not on fhore at A t o o i but i n the 
day t ime , and then we faw the natives w e a r i n g thefe nuts, 
h u n g on f i r ings , r o u n d the neck. There is a fpecies o f fida, 
or Ind ian m a l l o w , fomcwhat altered, by the c l imate , f r o m 
w h a t we faw at Chr i f lmas I f land; the morbid a citrifolia, w h i c h 
is cal led none ; a fpecies o f convolvulus; the ava, or intoxicat­
i n g pepper ; and great numbers o f gourds- Thefe laft 
g row to a very large fize, and are o f a vafl variety o f fhapes, 
w h i c h probably is effected by art. U p o n the d ry fand, 
about the v i l l age , g r ew a plant, that we had never feen i n 
thefe feas, o f the fize o f a c o m m o n thif l le , and p r i c k l y , l i k e 
tha t ; but bear ing a fine flower, a lmof l r e f emb l ing a whi t e 
poppy. T h i s , w i t h another fma l l one, were the o n l y u n ­
c o m m o n plants, w h i c h ou r fliort excurfion gave us an op­
por tun i ty o f obferv ing . 

T h e fcarlet birds, already defcribed, w h i c h were b rought 
for fale, were never met w i t h alive ; but we faw a fingle 
f m a l l one, about the fize o f a canary-bi rd , o f a deep c r imfon 
c o l o u r ; a large o w l ; two large b r o w n hawks , or kites ; and a 
w i l d duck . T h e natives ment ioned the names of feveral other 
b i r d s ; amongl t w h i c h we k n e w the otoo, or b lue i fh heron ; 
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[778- and the torata, a fort o f w h i m b r e l , w h i c h arc k n o w n by the 
February. J 

i - v — / fame names at Otaheite ; and it is probable, that there are 
a great m a n y forts, j u d g i n g by the quant i ty o f fine y e l l o w , 
green, and very f m a l l , ve lve t - l ike , b l ack feathers ufed 
u p o n the c loaks , and other ornaments , w o r n b y the i n ­
habitants. 

F i fh , and other mar ine product ions were, to appearance, 
not va r i ous ; as, befides the fma l l mackere l , we on ly faw 
c o m m o n m u l l e t s ; a fort o f a dead whi te , or c h a l k y c o l o u r ; 
a fma l l , b rown i fh rock-f i fh , fpotted w i t h b lue \ a turt le , 
w h i c h was penned u p i n a p o n d ; and three or four forts o f 
fifh falted. T h e few fhell-f ifh, that we faw, were chief ly 
converted in to ornaments, t h o u g h they nei ther h a d beauty 
n o r novel ty to r e c o m m e n d them. 

T h e hogs, dogs, and fowls , w h i c h were the o n l y tame o r 
domeftic an imals that we found here, were a l l o f the fame 
k i n d that we met w i t h at the South Pacific iflands. There 
were alfo f m a l l l i z a r d s ; and fome rats, refembling. thofe 
feen at every i i l and at w h i c h we had, as yet, touched. 

T h e inhabitants are o f a m i d d l i n g ftature, f i r m l y made, 
w i t h fome exceptions, nei ther remarkable for a beaut i fu l 
fhape, nor for f t r i k i n g features, w h i c h rather exprcfs an 
opennefs and good-nature, than a keen , in te l l igent difpofi-
t ion. T h e i r vifage, efpecially amongf l the women , is fome­
times r o u n d ; but others have it l o n g ; nor can we fay, that 
they are dif t inguif l ied, as a nat ion, by any general eaft o f 
countenance. T h e i r co lour is near ly o f a nut b r o w n j and 
it m a y be difficult to m a k e a nearer compar i fon, i f w c take 
i n a l l the different hues o f that c o l o u r ; but fome ind iv idua l s 
are darker . T h e w o m e n have been already ment ioned , a3 
b e i n g lit t le more delicate than the men> i n their fo rmat ion ; 
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and I m a y fay, that, w i t h a very few exceptions, they have 
l i t t le c l a i m to thofe peculiar i t ies that di f t inguifh the fex, i n 
other countries. There i s , indeed, a more remarkable equa­
l i t y i n the fize, colour , and figure o f both fexes, than i n 
mof l places I have vifited. However , u p o n the whole , they 
are far f r o m b e i n g u g l y , and appear to have few natural de­
formit ies o f any k i n d . T h e i r fk in is not very 10ft, nor 
m i n i n g ; perhaps for want o f o i l i n g , w h i c h is practifed at 
the Southern i f lands ; but their eyes and teeth arc, i n gene­
ra l , ve ry tolerable. T h e hair , for the greatefl part, is 
f lraight , t hough , i n fome, f r i z z l i n g ; and t hough its na ­
tu ra l co lour be, c o m m o n l y , b lack , it is f la ined, as at the 
F r i e n d l y and other iflands. W e faw but few inftances o f 
co rpu lence ; and thefe oftener amongf l the w o m e n than the 
m e n ; but it was chiefly amongf l the latter that perfonal 
defects were obferved, t hough , i f any o f them can c l a i m 
a fhare o f beauty, it was m o f l confpicuous amongf l the 
y o u n g m e n . 

T h e y are vigorous, active, and moft expert fwimmers °9 

l e a v i n g their canoes u p o n the mof l t r i f l ing occafion ; d i v i n g 
under t h e m ; and f w i m m i n g to others t h o u g h at a great 
diflance. It was very c o m m o n to fee w o m e n , w i t h infants 
at the breafl, w h e n the fu r f was fo h i g h , that they c o u l d 
not l and i n the canoes, leap overboard, and wi thou t endan­
g e r i n g their l i t t le ones, fvvim to the more , t h r o u g h a fea 
that looked dreadful . 

T h e y feem to be blcft w i t h a f rank, cheerful difpofltion j 
and were I to d raw any comparifons, fhould fay, that they 
are equa l ly free f r o m the fickle levi ty w h i c h dif l inguif l ies 
the natives o f Otaheite, and the fedate eafl obfervable 
amongf l m a n y o f thofe o f Tongataboo. T h e y feem to l ive 
very fociably i n their intercourfe w i t h one another ; a n d , 
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except the propenfity to t h i ev ing , w h i c h feems innate i n 
moft o f the people we have vifited i n this ocean, they were 
exceedingly f r iendly to us. A n d it does their fenfibil i ty no 
l i t t le credit, w i thou t f lat ter ing ourfelves, that w h e n they 
faw the var ious articles o f o u r Eu ropean manufac ture , they 
cou ld not he lp expreffing their furpr ize , by a mix tu re o f joy 
and concern, that feemed to apply the cafe, as a leffon o f 
h u m i l i t y to themfelvcs ; and, o n a l l occafions, they ap­
peared deeply impreffed w i t h a confeioufnefs o f their o w n 
i n f e r i o r i t y ; a behaviour w h i c h equa l ly exempts their na ­
t ional character f rom the prepofterous pride o f the more 
pol i fhed Japancfc, and o f the ruder Grcenlar ider . It was a 
pleafure to obferve w i t h h o w m u c h affection the w o m e n 
m a n a g e d their infants , and h o w readi ly the m e n lent their 
ai l i l tance to fuch a tender off ice; thus fufficiently d i f l i n -
g u i f h i n g themfelves f r o m thofe ravages, w h o efteem a wi f e 
and c h i l d as things rather neceffary, than dc i i rab lc , or 
wor thy o f their notice. 

f r o m the numbers w h i c h we faw collected at every v i l ­
lage, as we failed paft, it m a y be fuppofed, that the inhabi t ­
ants o f this if land are pretty numerous . A n y computa t ion , 
that we make , can be on ly conjectural . But , that fome 
no t ion m a y be formed, w h i c h m a l l not great ly err o n 
either fide, I w o u l d fuppofe, that, i n c l u d i n g the d r a g g l i n g 
houfes, there m i g h t be, u p o n the who le ifland, fixty fuch 
vi l lages , as that before w h i c h we anchored ; and that, a l ­
l o w i n g five perfons to each houfe, there wou ld be, i n every 
v i l l age , five h u n d r e d ; or thir ty thoufand upon the if land. 
T h i s n u m b e r is , cer tainly, not exaggerated ; for we had 
fometimes three thoufand perfons, at leaf!, upon the beach ; 
w h e n it cou ld not be fuppofed, that above a tenth part o f 
the inhabitants were prefent. 

T h e 



T h e c o m m o n drefs, both o f the w o m e n and o f the men , '778. 
rcbruary. 

has been already defcribed. T h e firft have often m u c h w-—» * 
larger pieces o f cloth wrapped round them, reach ing f r o m 
ju l t be low the breafts to the hams, or l o w e r ; and feveral 
were feen w i t h pieces t h r o w n loofely about the moulders , 
w h i c h covered the greateft part o f the b o d y ; but the c h i l ­
dren, w h e n very y o u n g , are quite naked. T h e y wear no­
t h i n g upon the head \ but the hair , i n both fexes, is cut i n 
different forms ; and the general fafhion, cfpecial ly a m o n g 
the w o m e n , is, to have it l o n g before, and fhort beh ind . 
T h e m e n often had it cut , or fhaved, on each fide, i n fuch a 
manner , that the r e m a i n i n g part, i n fome meafure, re-
fembles the creft o f their caps or helmets, fo rmer ly de­
fcribed. Bo th fexes, however , feem very carelefs about 
their hair , and have n o t h i n g l ike combs to drefs i t w i t h . 
Inftances of w e a r i n g it, i n a l i ngu la r manner , were fome­
t imes met w i t h a m o n g the men , w h o twift it into a n u m ­
ber o f fe pa rare parcels, l i k e the tails o f a w i g , each about 
the thicknefs o f a finger ; t hough the greateft part o f thefe, 
w h i c h are fo l o n g that they reach far d o w n the back, we 
obferved, were ar t i f icial ly fixed upon the head, over their 
o w n ha i r* . 

It is remarkab le , that, contrary to the general practice o f 
the iflands we had hi ther to difcovered i n the Pacific Ocean, 
the people o f the Sandwich Illands have not their ears per­
forated ; nor have they the leaft idea o f w e a r i n g ornaments 
i n them. Both fexes, neverthelefs, adorn themfelves w i t h 
necklaces made of bunches of f m a l l b lack cord, l i k e o u r 

* The print of Horn Ifland, which wc meet with in M r . Dalrymplc's account of 

L c Maire and Schoutcn's voyage, reprefents foine of the natives of that ifland with-

fuch long tails, han:rin«; from their heads, as are here defcribed. See Da.'rymple's 
Voyages to the South Pacifie^ V o l , i i . p. 5 8 . 
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FebVuty h^t- f t r ing, often above a h u n d r e d - f o l d ; exacTly l i k e thofe 
*—* o f Wateeoo; o n l y , that, inftead o f the two l i t t le bal ls , o n 

the m i d d l e before, they fix a f m a l l bi t o f w o o d , flone, or 
fhe l l , about two inches l o n g , w i t h a broad hook, t u r n i n g 
fo rward at its lower part, w e l l pol ifhed. T h e y have, l i k e -
wi fe , necklaces o f m a n y f i r ings o f very f m a l l fhells, or o f 
the dr ied flowers o f the Indian m a l l o w . A n d , fometimes, 
a f m a l l h u m a n image o f bone, about three inches l o n g , 
neat ly polifhed, is h u n g r o u n d the neck. T h e w o m e n alfo 
wear bracelets o f a fingle fhel l , pieces o f b l a c k wood, w i t h 
bits o f i vo ry interfperfed, and w e l l pol ifhed, fixed by a f i r i ng 
d r a w n very clofely t h rough t h e m ; or others o f hogs teeth, 
l a id para l le l to each other, w i t h the concave part ou tward , 
and the points cut off, faflened together as the former j 
fome o f w h i c h , made on ly o f large boars' tufks, are very 
elegant*. T h e m e n , fometimes, wear p lumes o f the tropic 
birds feathers, f luck i n their heads ; or thofe o f cocks, fatt­
ened round neat pol i fhed f l icks , two feet l o n g , c o m m o n l y 
decorated, at the lower part, w i t h oora ; and, for the fame 
purpofe, the fk in o f a whi te dog's tai l is fewed over a f l ick , 
w i t h its tuft at the end. T h e y alfo, f requent ly, wear o n 
the head a k i n d o f ornament , o f a finger's thicknefs, or 
more , covered w i t h red and y e l l o w feathers, cur iouf ly v a ­
r ied , and tied b e h i n d ; and on the a r m , above the e lbow, a 
a k i n d o f broad fhe l l -work , g rounded upon ne t -work . 

T h e m e n are frequently punctured, t hough not i n any 
par t icular part, as the Otaheiteans, and thofe o f Tongataboo. 
Sometimes there are a few marks upon their hands, or 
a rms , and near the g r o i n ; but frequently we cou ld obferve 
none at a l l ; t h o u g h a few ind iv idua l s had more o f this fort 

* Sec Plate, N L X V I I . 
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o f ornament , than we had ufua l ly feen at other places, and B ">7?-
, . reoniary. 

ingemouf ly executed i n a great variety of lines and figures, *—-v~— 
o n the arms and fore-part o f the body •, on w h i c h latter, fome 
o f them had the figure o f the t&ame, or bread-plate, o f Ota ­
heite, t hough we d id not meet w i t h the t h i n g itfelf a m o n g d 
them. Contrary to the c u d o m o f the Society and F t i end ly 
Idands, they do not dit , or cut off, part o f the prepuce; but 
have it, un iver fa l ly , d r a w n over the glam, and tied w i t h 
a d r i n g , as practifed by fome o f the natives o f N e w 
Zea land . 

T h o u g h they feem to have adopted the mode o f l i v i n g i n 
v i l l ages , there is no appearance o f defence, or fortification, 
near any of them ; and the houfes are fcattered about, w i t h ­
out any order, ei ther w i t h refpect to their didances f r o m 
each other, or their pofition i n any par t icu lar direetion. 
Ne i the r is there any proport ion as to their fize ; fome be ing 
large and commodious , f rom forty to fifty feet l ong , a n d 
twenty or th i r ty broad, w h i l e others o f them are mere h o ­
vels. T h e i r figure is not u n l i k e o b l o n g corn , or h a y - d a c k s ; 
or, perhaps, a better idea m a y be conceived o f them, i f w e 
fuppofe the roof o f a barn placed o n the g r o u n d , i n fuch a 
manner , as to f o r m a h i g h , acute r idge, w i t h two very l o w 
fides, ha rd ly difcernible at a didance. T h e gable, at each 
end, correfponding to the fides, makes thefe habitat ions per­
fectly clofe a l l r o u n d ; and they are w e l l thatched w i t h 
l o n g grafs, w h i c h is l a id on dender poles, difpofed w i t h 
fome regular i ty . T h e entrance is made indifferently i n the 
end or fide, and is an ob long hole , fo l o w , that one m u f l 
rather creep than w a l k i n ; and is often fl iut u p by a board 
o f p lanks , fadencd together, w h i c h ferves as a door, but 
h a v i n g no hinges, m u d be removed occafionally. N o l igh t 
enters the houfe, but by this o p e n i n g ; and t h o u g h fuch 
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„ \77%- clofe habitations m a y afTord a comfor table retreat i n bad 
rebruary. ^ * 

v » > weather, they feem but i l l -adapted to the w a r m t h o f the 
c l imate . T h e y are, however, kept r e m a r k a b l y clean and 
their floors are covered w i t h a large quant i ty o f dr ied grafs, 
over w h i c h they fpread mats to fit and fleep upon . A t one 
end ftands a k i n d o f bench, about three feet h i g h , on w h i c h 
their houfehold utenfils are placed. T h e catalogue is not long . 
It confifts of gourd-fhel ls , w h i c h they convert in to veffels that 
ferve as bottles to ho ld water, and as bafkets to contain their 
v ic tuals , and other th ings , w i t h covers o f the fame j and o f 
a few wooden bowls and trenchers, o f different fizes. J u d g ­
i n g f rom what we faw g r o w i n g , and f r o m what was brought 
to marke t , there can be no doubt, that the greateft part o f their 
vegetable food confifts o f fweet potatoes, taro, and p l a n t a i n s ; 
a n d that bread-fruit and yams are rather to be efteemed ra­
r i t ies . O f a n i m a l food, they can be i n no w a n t ; as they 
have abundance o f hogs, w h i c h r u n , w i thou t reftraint, 
about the houfes ; and i f they cat dogs, w h i c h is not i m ­
probable, their flock o f thefe feemed to be very confiderable. 
T h e great n u m b e r o f f i fhing-hooks found amongf l them, 
fhewed, that they derive no inconfidcrable fupply o f a n i m a l 
food f rom the fea. But it m o u l d feem, f r o m their practice 
o f fa l t ing fifh, that the opennefs of their coaft often inter­
rupts the bufmefs o f ca tch ing t h e m ; as it m a y be na tu ra l ly 
fuppofed, that no fet o f people w o u l d ever t h ink o f preferv­
i n g quanti t ies o f food ar t i f ic ia l ly , i f they cou ld depend u p o n 
a da i ly , regular fupply o f it , i n its frefh ftate. T h i s fort o f 
rea(oning, however , w i l l not account for their cuftorn o f 

• f ah ing their pork, as w e l l as their fifh, w h i c h arc preferved 
in gourd-fhel ls . T h e fait, of w h i c h they ufe a great quan­
tity for this purpofc, is o f a red colour , not very coarfe, and 
feems to be m u c h the fame w i t h what our ftragglcrs f o u n d 
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at C h r i d m a s I i land. It has its colour , doubtlcfs, f rom a mix -
r e b r u a i y . 

ture o f the m u d , at the bot tom o f the part where it is ' • 
f o r m e d ; for fome o f ir, that had adhered i n l u m p s , was o f 
a fufficient whitenefs and pur i ty . 

T h e y bake their vegetable food w i t h heated flones, as at 
the Southern I l l ands ; and , f rom the va i l quant i ty w h i c h we 
faw drefled at one t ime, w c fufpccTed, that the whole v i l ­
lage, or, at lead, a confiderable n u m b e r o f people, jo ined 
i n the ufe o f a c o m m o n oven. W c d id not fee them drefs 
any a n i m a l food at this i i l a n d ; but M r . Gore's party, as 
already ment ioned, had an oppor tuni ty o f fa t is fying them-
felves, that i t was dreffed i n Oneeheow i n d ie fame fort o f 
ovens; w h i c h leaves no doubt o f this b e i n g alfo the practice i n 
A t o o i ; efpecially as we met w i t h no utcnf i l there, that cou ld 
be appl ied to the purpofe o f f l e w i n g or b o i l i n g . T h e o n l y 
ar t i f ic ia l diffi we met w i t h , was a taro p u d d i n g ; w h i c h , 
t hough a difagreeable mefs f rom its fournefs, was g reed i ly 
devoured by the natives. T h e y eat off a k i n d o f wooden 
plates, or t renchers; and the w o m e n , as far as we c o u l d 
j udge f r o m one inftance, i f rcftrained f r o m feeding at the 
fame d i m w i t h the m e n , as at Otaheite, are, at lead, per­
mi t t ed to cat i n the fame place near them. 

T h e i r amufements feem pretty various ; for, d u r i n g our 
fhort day, feveral were difcovered. T h e dances, at w h i c h 
they ufe the feathered cloaks and caps, were not fecn ; but 
f r o m the motions w h i c h they made w i t h their hands, o n 
other occafions, w h e n they fung, we could f o r m fome j u d g ­
ment that they arc, i n fome degree at lead , f imi lar to thofe 
wc. had met Wi th at the Southern Idands, t hough not exe­
cuted fo fldlfully. Ne i ther had they, amongf l them, either 
flutes or reeds j and the on ly two muf ica l i nd rumen t s 
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1778- w h i c h we obferved, were o f a n exceedingly rude k ind . O n e 
February. 0 ' 

1 ^—-> o f them does not produce a m e l o d y exceeding that o f a 
ch i ld ' s rattle. It confifls o f wha t m a y be ca l led a conic cap 
inverted, but fcarcely h o l l o w e d at the bafe above a foot 
h i g h , made of a coarfe, fedge-l ike plant j the upper part o f 
w h i c h , and the edges, are ornamented w i t h beaut i ful red 
feathers ; and to the point, or lower part, is fixed a g o u r d -
jfhell, larger than the fifh Into this is put fometh ing to 
rattle ; w h i c h is done by h o l d i n g the in f l rument by the 
f m a l l part, and m a k i n g , or rather m o v i n g it, f r o m place to 
place b r i fk ly , either to different fides, or b a c k w a r d and for­
w a r d , juft before the face, f l r i k i n g the breaft w i t h the other 
h a n d at the fame t i m e * . T h e other muf i ca l inf l rument ( i f 
ei ther o f t hem deferve that name) was a h o l l o w veiled o f 
wood, l i k e a platter, combined w i t h the ufe o f two f l icks , 
o n w h i c h one o f ou r gen t lemen faw a m a n pe r fo rming . 
H e held one o f the f l icks , about two feet l ong , as we do a 
fiddle, w i t h one hand , and f l ruck it w i t h the other, w h i c h 
was fmal lc r , and refembied a d rum- f l i ck , i n a q u i c k e r or 
flower meafure ; at the fame t ime beat ing w i t h his foot 
u p o n the h o l l o w veffel, that lay inverted upon the g r o u n d , 
and thus p roduc ing a tune, that was by no means difagrce.-
ab!e. T h i s mufic was accompanied by the vocal pe r fo rm­
ance o f fome women , w h o l e fong had a plcafing and tender 
effect. 

W e obferved great numbers o f fmal l polifhed rods, about 
four or five feet l o n g , fomewhat th icker than the r a m m e r 
o f a mufquct , w i t h a tuft o f l ong , whi t e dog's ha i r fixed o n 
the f m a l l end. Thefe are, probably, ufed i n their d i v e r t 
fions. W e faw a perfon take one of them i n his hand, and, 

* See Plate, N° L X V I I . 
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h o l d i n g it up , g ive a fmart ftroke, t i l l he brought it into a n 
w 1 ° February. 

hor i zon ta l pofition, f l r i k i n g w i t h the foot, on the fame fide, i — 
u p o n the g round , and, w i t h his other hand, beat ing h is 
bread at the fame t ime. T h e y p lay at bowls , w i t h pieces 
o f the whetdone ment ioned before, o f about a pound weight , 
fhaped fomcwhat l i ke a fma l l cheefe, but- rounded at the 
fides and edges, w h i c h are very n ice ly pol i lhed ; and they 
have other bowls o f the fame fort, made o f a heavy, red-
difh b rown c lay , neatly g lazed over w i t h a compoi i t ion o f 
the fame colour, or o f a coarfe, dark grey date. T h e y alfo 
ufe, i n the manner that we throw quoits, fma l l , dat, rounded 
pieces o f the w r i t i n g date, o f the diameter o f the bowls , but 
fcarcely a quarter o f an i n c h th ick , a l io w e l l pol ifhed. 
F r o m thefe c i rcumdances , one w o u l d be induced to th ink , 
that their games are rather trials o f f k i l l than o f ftrengtlv 

In every t h i n g manufac tu red by thefe people, there ap­
pears to be an u n c o m m o n degree o f neatnefs and ingenu i ty . 
T h e i r c lo th , w h i c h is the p r inc ipa l manufacture , is made 
f r o m the morns papyrifera; and, doubtlefs, i n the fame m a n ­
ner as at Otaheite and Tonga taboo ; for w c bought fome o f 
the grooved d icks , w i t h w h i c h it is beaten. Its texture, how- -
ever, t h o u g h th icker , is rather infer ior to that o f the c loth o f 
either o f the other places; but, in c o l o u r i n g or d a i n i n g it, the 
people o f A t o o i difplay a fuperiori ty o f taite, by the endlcfs • 
var ia t ion o f figures w h i c h they execute. One w o u l d fup­
pofe, on feeing a n u m b e r o f their pieces, that they had bor­
rowed their patterns f rom fome mercer 's f l iop, i n w h i c h the 
m o d elegant product ions-of C h i n a and Europe are co l lec ted ; . 
befides fome o r i g i n a l patterns o f their o w n . T h e i r colours , 
indeed, except the red, are not very b r i g h t ; but the r egu l a ­
r i t y o f the figures and dripes is t ru ly f u p r i z i n g ; for, as far 
as w c k n e w , they have, n o t h i n g l ike damps or prints, io•. 
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1778. m a k e the impreffions. In wha t manne r they produce their 
— v — c o l o u r s , w e had not opportuni t ies of l e a r n i n g ) but befides 

the par ty-coloured forts, they have fome pieces o f p l a i n 
w h i t e c loth , and others o f a a n g l e colour , par t i cu la r ly dark 
b r o w n and l i g h t b lue . In general , the pieces w h i c h they 
brought to us, were about two feet broad, and four or five 
yards l o n g , b e i n g the f o r m and quan t i t y that they ufe for 
their c o m m o n drefs, or maro; and even thefe we fometimes 
found were compofed o f pieces fewed toge ther ; an art 
w h i c h we d i d not find to the Sou thward , but is ftrongly, 
t h o u g h not very neatly, performed here. The re is alfo a 
par t icu la r fort that is t h in , m u c h r c f e m b l i n g o i l - c lo th ; 
a n d w h i c h is ac tua l ly ei ther o i led or foaked i n fome k i n d 
o f varni fh , and feems to refi l l the action o f water pretty 
w e l l . 

T h e y fabricate a great m a n y w h i t e mats, w h i c h are 
f l rong, w i t h m a n y red ltripes, rhombufes , and other figures 
in t e rwoven on one fide; and often pretty large. Thefe, pro­
bab ly , m a k e a part o f their drefs occafionally ; for they 
put them on their backs w h e n they offered t h e m to fale. 
But they m a k e others coarfer, p l a in and f l rong, w h i c h they 
fpread o v e l their floors to flcep upon . 

T h e y Main their gourd-f l iel ls pret t i ly w i t h undula ted l ines , 
t r iangles, and other figures o f a b lack c o l o u r ; inflanccs o f 
•which we faw practifed at N e w Zea land . A n d they feem 
to polfefs the art o f v a r n i i h i n g ; for fome o f thefe f lained 
gourd-fhel ls are covered w i t h a k i n d o f l a c k e r ; and o n 
other occafions, they ufe a f l rong fize, or g l u e y fubffance, to 
fa l len their things together. T h e i r wooden difhes and 
bowls , out of w h i c h they dr ink their ava, are o f the ctooa-
tree, or cordia, as neat, as i f made i n our tu rn ing- la the , and 
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perhaps better pol i fhed. A n d amongf l their articles o f 
•t T r r i ' Februur 
handifcraf t , m a y be reckoned fma l l fquare fans o f mat » ^— 
or w i c k e r - w o r k , w i t h handles taper ing f rom them o f the 
fame, or o f wood ; w h i c h are neatly w r o u g h t w i t h f m a l i 
cords o f hai r , and fibres o f the. cocoa-nut coir, in te rmixed . 
T h e great variety o f f i fhing-hooks are ingeniouf ly made ; 
fome of bone, others o f wood pointed w i t h bone, and many 
o f pear l fhe l l . O f the laf l , fome are l i k e a fort that we 
faw at T o n g a t a b o o ; and others f imply curved , as the c o m ­
m o n fort at Otaheite, as w e l l as the wooden ones. T h e 
bones are m o t l l y f m a l i , and compofed of two pieces ; and 
a l l the different forts have a barb, c i ther on the infide, l i k e 
ours , or on the outfide, oppofite the fame par t ; but others 
have both, the outer one be ing farthefl f r o m the point. O f 
this laft fort, one was procured, n ine inches long , o f a f ing le 
piece o f bone, w h i c h , doubtlefs, belonged to fome large 
fifh. T h e elegant f o r m and pol i fh o f this cou ld nor, cer­
ta in ly , be outdone by any European artift, even i f he fhou ld 
add a l l his knowledge i n defign, to the n u m b e r and conve­
nience o f his tools. T h e y pol i fh their ftones, by conftant 
f r ic t ion , w i t h pumice-ftone i n wa te r ; and fuch of thei r 
w o r k i n g inf truments , or tools, as I faw, refcmbled thofe o f 
the Southern Iflands, T h e i r hatchets, or rather adzes, were 
exactly o f the fame pattern, and either made o f the fame 
fort o f b l ack i fh flone, or o f a c lay-co loured one. T h e y 
have alfo l i t t le inftruments made o f a fingle mark ' s tooth, 
fome o f w h i c h are fixed to the forepart o f a dog's j a w ­
bone, and others to a th in wooden handle o f the fame 
fhape; and at the other end there is a bit o f f i r ing fatten­
ed t h rough a fma l l perforat ion. Thefe fcrvc as kn ives oc-
cafionally, and are, perhaps, ufed i n c a r v i n g . 
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T h e only i ron tools, or rather bits o f i ron , feen amoneft 
February. ° 

v , < them, ami w h i c h they had before our a r r iva l , were a piece 
o f i ron hoop, about two inches l ong , fitted into a wooden 
handle and another edge-tool, w h i c h our people gucffed 
to be made o f the point o f a broad-fword. T h e i r h a v i n g 
the actual poifcl l ion of thefe, and their fo general ly k n o w ­
i n g the ufe o f this meta l , i nc l ined fome o n board to t h ink , 
that we had not been the firft European vifiters o f thefe 
iflands. But , it feems to me, that the very great furpr ize 
cxprefled by them, on feeing our fhips, and their total i g ­
norance o f the ufe o f f ire-arms, cannot be reconci led w i t h 
fuch a not ion. There are m a n y ways , by w h i c h fuch people 
m a y get pieces o f i ron , or acquire the knowledge of the ex­
igence o f fuch a metal , w i thou t h a v i n g ever had an i m m e ­
diate connect ion w i t h nations that ufe ir. It can ha rd ly 
be doubted, that it was u n k n o w n to a l l the inhabitants o f 
this fea, before M a g e l l a n led the w a y into i t ; for no di fco-
vercr , immed ia t e ly after his voyage, ever f ound any of this 
me ta l i n their poffeflion ; t hough , i n the courfe o f our late 
voyages, it has been obferved, that the ufe o f it was k n o w n 
at feveral iflands, to w h i c h no former European fhips had 
ever, as far as we know, found their way. At a l l the places 
where M e n d a n a touched, i n his two voyages, it muft have 
been feen and left; and this w o u l d extend the knowledge o f 
i t , no doubt, to a l l the various iflands w Tith w h i c h thofe, 
w h o m he had vifited, had any immedia te intercourfe. It 
m i g h t even be carr ied fa r ther ; and where fpecimens o f this 
favouri te article cou ld not be procured, defcriptions m i g h t , 
i n fome meafure, ferve to m a k e it k n o w n , w h e n afterward 
feen. T h e next voyage to the Sou thward o f the l ine , i n 

* Captain K i n g purchafed this, and has it now in his pofleJiion. 
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w h i c h any intercourfe was h a d w i t h the natives o f this 
ocean, was that o f Qui ros , w h o landed at Sagit taria, the 
I i l and o f H a n d f o m e People, and at T i e r r a de l E f p i r i t u 
Santo ; at a l l w h i c h places, and at thofe w i t h w h o m they 
had any c o m m u n i c a t i o n , it m u f l , o f confequence, have 
been made k n o w n . T o h i m fucceeded, i n this naviga t ion , 
Ec Ma i r e and Schouten, whofe connections w i t h the na ­
tives commenced m u c h farther to the Eaftward, and ended 
at Cocos and H o r n Iflands. It was not furprif ing, that, w h e n 
I vifited Tongataboo i n 1773) I m o u l d find a bit o f i ron there, 
as we k n e w that T a f m a n had vifited it before me j but, 
let us fuppofe, that he h a d never difcovered the F r i end ly 
Iflands, o u r f ind ing i r o n amongf l t hem w o u l d have occa-
fioned m u c h fpeculation ; t h o u g h we have ment ioned be­
fore *, the method by w h i c h they had ga ined a renewal o f 
thei r k n o w l e d g e o f this meta l , w h i c h confirms m y hypo-
thefis. For Nceootaboo taboo, or Bofcawen's Ifland, whe re 
Capta in Wal l i s ' s fhips left i t , and f rom whence Poulaho re­
ceived it, lies fome degrees to the N o r t h Weft o f T o n g a -
taboo. It is w e l l k n o w n , that R o g g e w e i n lof l one o f his 
fhips on the Pernic ious Iflands j w h i c h , f r o m their f i tuation, 
are, probably, not u n k n o w n to, t hough not f requently v i ­
fited by, the inhabitants o f Otaheite and the Society Iflands. 
It is equa l ly certain, that thefe laft people had a knowledge 
o f i ron , and purchafed it w i t h the greateft avidi ty , w h e n 
Capta in W a l l i s difcovered Otahei te ; and this knowledge 
cou ld on ly have been acquired, t h rough the media t ion o f 
thofe n e i g h b o u r i n g iflands where it had been o r i g i n a l l y 
left. Indeed they acknowledge , that this was ac tua l ly the 
cafe; and they have told us fince, that they held it i n fuch 
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eftimation, before Captain Wal l i s ' s a r r iva l , that a C h i e f o f 
Otaheite, w h o had got two nails into his poifeflion, re­
ceived no fma l l emolument , by le t t ing out the ufe o f thefe 
to his ne ighbours , for the purpofe o f b o r i n g holes, w h e n 
their o w n methods fai led, or were thought too tedious*. 
T h e m e n of the Society Illands, w h o m we found atWateeoo, 
had been dr iven thither, l o n g after the knowledge and 
ufe o f i ron had thus been in t roduced amongf l their coun­
t rymen ; and though , probably, they had no fpecimen o f it 
w i t h them, they w o u l d na tura l ly , and w i t h cafe, c o m m u n i ­
cate at that i f land their knowledge o f this valuable mate­
r i a l , by defcript ion. F r o m the people o f Wateeoo again , 
thofe o f Hervey ' s Ifland m i g h t derive that defire to polfefs 
fome o f i t , o f w h i c h we had proofs d u r i n g o u r fhort inter­
courfe w i t h them. 

T h e confideration o f thefe facts fufficiently explains h o w 
the k n o w l e d g e of i ron has been conveyed throughout this 
ocean, to iflands w h i c h never have had an immedia te inter­
courfe w i t h Europeans ; and it m a y eafdy be conceived, that 
wherever the hiftory o f it on ly has been reported, or a very 
f m a l l quant i ty of it has been left, the greater eagernefs w i l l 
be fhewn by the natives to get copious fupplies o f it. T h e 
appl icat ion of thefe particulars, to the inftance n o w under 
confideration, is obvious. T h e people o f A t o o i and Onee­
heow, wi thou t h a v i n g ever been vifited by Europeans be­
fore us, m i g h t have received it f rom intermediate iflands, 

* A (inula* inftance of profitable revenue, drawn from the ufe of nails by the 
Chiefs of the Caroline Iflands, is mentioned by father Cantova : 4 4 Si , par hazard, un 
4 4 vaifleau ttranger laifie dans leurs ifles quelques vieux mcrceaux de fer, ils appar-
4 4 ticnnent de droit aux Tamoles, qui en font faire des outils, le mieux qu'il eft pof-

4 4 ftble. Ces outils font un fond dont le Tamole tire un revenu confiderable, car i l 
** les donne a louage, & ce louage fe paye aflez chere," p. 314. 
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l y i n g between them and the Ladrones, w h i c h have been „ * 7 ? 8 * 
" February. 

frequented by the Spaniards, almofl: ever fince the date o f «—-v— 
Mage l l an ' s voyage. Or , i f the diflant Wef le rn fituation o f 
the Ladrones fhould render this fo lu t ion lefs probable, is 
there not the extenfive continent o f A m e r i c a to w i n d w a r d , 
where the Spaniards have been fettled for more than two 
hundred years ; d u r i n g w h i c h l o n g period o f t ime, fhip-
wrecks m u f l have frequently happened o n its coafls? It 
cannot be thought at a l l extraordinary, that part o f fuch 
wrecks , con ta in ing i ron , fhould, by the Eafler ly trade w i n d , 
be, f rom time to t ime, c a l l u p o n iflands fcattered about this , 
vafl ocean. T h e diflance o f A too i f rom A m e r i c a , is no ar­
gumen t againft this fuppofition. But even i f it were, it 
w o u l d not dcflroy it. T h i s ocean is traverfed every year by 
Spanifh m i p s ; and it is obvious, that, befides the accident 
o f lof ing a m a i l , and its appendages, cafks w i t h i ron hoops, 
and m a n y other th ings con ta in ing i ron , m a y be th rown , 
or may f a l l overboard, d u r i n g fo l o n g a paffage, and thus 
find their w a y to land . But thefe are not mere conjectures 
and pofhbi l i t i es ; for one of m y people actual ly d id fee fome 
w o o d i n one o f the houfes at W y m o a , w h i c h he judged to 
be fir. It was worm-eaten, and the natives gave h i m t o u n -
derfland, that it had been dr iven afhore by the waves o f the 
fea ; and we had their o w n exprcfs tef l imony, that they h a d 
got the inconfiderable fpecimens o f i r o n found amongf l 
them, f r o m fome place to the Eafl ward . 

F r o m this digrefhon ( i f it can be cal led fo), I re turn to the 
obfervations made d u r i n g our flay at A t o o i ; and fome ac­
count m u f l n o w be g iven of their canoes. Thefe, i n ge­
neral , are about twenty-four feet l o n g , and have the bot tom, 
for the m o d part, formed o f a fingle piece or l o g o f wood , 
ho l lowed out to the thicknefs o f an i nch , or an i n c h and an 
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jpr" half , and brought to a point at each end. T h e (ides confifl 
February. ° * 

—*~-*/ o f three boards, each about an i n c h th ick, and neat ly fitted 
and lafhed to the bot tom part. T h e extremities, both at 
head and ftern, are a l i t t le raifed, and both are made fharp, 
fomewhat l i k e a w e d g e ; bu t they flatten more abrupt ly j 
fo that the two fide-boards j o i n each other, fide by fide, for 
more than a foot. But M r . Webber ' s d r a w i n g w i l l exp la in 
their conf l ruc l ion more accurately than m y defcription i n 
words. As they are not more than fifteen or eighteen inches 
broad, thofe that go fingle (for they fometimes j o i n them as 
at the other idands) , have out- r iggers , w h i c h are fhaped 
and fitted w i t h more j u d g m e n t than any I had before feen. 
T h e y are rowed by paddles, fuch as we had genera l ly met 
w i t h ; and fome o f them have a l i gh t t r i angular fa i l , l i k e 
thofe o f the F r i end ly Iflands, extended to a m a l l and b o o m . 
T h e ropes ufed for their boats, and the fmal ler cords for 
their f i th ing- tackle , are f l rong and w e l l made. 

W h a t we faw of their agr icu l ture , furnifhed fufficicnt 
proofs that they are not novices i n that art. T h e vale 
g r o u n d has already been ment ioned as one cont inued plant­
at ion of taro, and a few other th ings , w h i c h have a l l the 
appearance o f b e i n g w e l l attended to. T h e potatoe fields, 
and fpots o f fugar-cane, or plantains, on the h ighe r grounds , 
are planted w i t h the fame r e g u l a r i t y ; and a lways i n fome 
determinate figure ; general ly as a fquare or ob long ; but 
neither thefe, nor the others, are inclofed w i t h any k i n d o f 
fence, unlefs we reckon the ditches i n the l o w grounds fuch -r 

w h i c h , it is more probable, are intended to convey water 
to the taro. T h e great quant i ty and goodnefs o f thefe ar­
ticles m a y alfo, perhaps, be as m u c h attr ibuted to f k i l f u l 
cu l ture , as to na tu ra l fer t i l i ty o f fo i l , w h i c h feems better 
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adapted to t h e m than to bread-fruit and cocoa-nut trees; '778-
the few w h i c h w e faw o f thefe latter not be ing i n a thr iv- ^ ° J ^ ! 2 l / 
i n g flate, w h i c h w i l l fufficiently account for the preference 
g iven to the cul ture o f the other articles, though more 
l abour be requi red to produce them. Bu t notwi ths tanding 
this f k i l l i n agr icu l tu re , the general appearance o f the ifland 
Hie wed, that i t was capable o f m u c h more extenfive i m ­
provement, and o f m a i n t a i n i n g , at leaf!, three times the 
n u m b e r o f the inhabitants that are at prefent upon i t ; for 
the far greater part o f it , that n o w lies quite wafle, feemed 
to be as good a fo i l as thofe parts o f it that are i n cu l t i va ­
t ion. W c m u d therefore conclude, that thefe people, f r o m 
fome caufe, w h i c h we were not l o n g enough amongf l them 
to be able to trace, do not incrcafe i n that proport ion, w h i c h 
w o u l d m a k e it neceffary to ava i l themfelvcs o f the extent o f 
their i f land, toward raif ing a greater quant i ty o f its vegetable 
product ions for their fubfiflence. 

T h o u g h I d id not fee a C h i e f o f any note, there were , 
however , feveral, as the natives i n fo rmed us, w h o refide 
u p o n A t o o i , and to w h o m they proflrate themfelves as a 
m a r k of f u b m i f l l o n ; w h i c h feems equivalent to the moe, 
moea, pa id to the Chiefs o f the Fr iendly Iflands, and is cal led 
here hamoca or moe. Whe the r they wTerc, at firft, afraid to 
fiiew themfelves, or happened to be abfent, I cannot f a y ; 
but after I had left the ifland, one o f thefe great m e n made 
his appearance, and paid a vifit to Capta in Clerke on board 
the Difcovery . H e came off i n a double canoe ; and, l i k e 
the k i n g o f the F r i end ly Iflands, pa id no regard to the f m a l l 
canoes that happened to l ie i n his way, but ran againtt, or 
over them, wi thout endeavour ing , i n the leafl, to avoid them. 
A n d it was not poflible for thefe poor people to avoid h i m , for 
they cou ld not manage their canoes ; it be ing a neceiTiry 

m a r k 



m a r k o f their fubmiff ion, that they fhould l ie d o w n t i l l he 
had palled. H i s attendants helped h i m into the fhip, and 
placed h i m o n the gang-way . T h e i r care o f h i m d i d not 
ceafe then ; for they flood r o u n d h i m , h o l d i n g each other 
by the hands ; nor w o u l d they fufFcr any one to come near 
h i m but Cap ta in C le rke h imfe l f . H e was a y o u n g m a n , 
clothed f rom head to foo t ; and accompanied by a y o u n g 
w o m a n , fuppofed to be his wi fe . H i s name was raid to be 
Tamahano . Captain Clerke made h i m fome fuitable pre­
fents ; and received f rom h i m , i n return, a large b o w l , 
fupported by two figures o f m e n , the ca rv ing o f w h i c h , 
both as to the defign and the execution, fhewed fome degree 
of f k i l l . T h i s b o w l , as our people were told, ufed to be 
f i l led w i t h the kava, or ava (as it is called at Otaheite), 
w h i c h l i q u o r they prepare and d r i n k here, as at the other 
iflands i n this ocean. Capta in C le rke could not prevai l upon 
this great m a n to go be low, nor to move f rom the place 
where h is attendants had firfl fixed h i m . After f l ay ing fome 
t ime i n the fhip, he was carried aga in in to his canoe, and 
returned to the if land, r ece iv ing the fame honours f rom a l l 
the natives, as w h e n he came on board. T h e next day, fe­
vera l meffages were fent to Capta in C le rke , i n v i t i n g h i m to 
re tu rn the vifit afhore, and acqua in t ing h i m , that the C h i e f 
had prepared a large prefent on that occafion. But be ing 
anxious to get to fea, and j o i n the Rcfo lu t ion , the Capta in 
d i d not t h i n k it advifeable to accept o f the inv i ta t ion . 

T h e very fliort and imperfect intercourfe w h i c h we h a d 
w i t h the natives, put it out o f our power to f o r m any ac­
curate judgment o f the mode o f government cflablifhed 
amongf l t h e m ; but, f r o m the general refemblance o f cuf­
toms, and par t i cu la r ly f r o m what we obferved o f the ho­
nours pa id to their Chiefs , it feems reafonable to believe, 
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that i t is o f the fame nature w i t h that w h i c h prevai ls '77 8* 
* February. 

th roughout a l l the iflands we had hitherto vifited >t and , ^ — — ' 
probably , their wars amongf l themfelves are equa l ly fre­
quent. T h i s , indeed, m i g h t be inferred f rom the n u m ­
ber o f weapons w h i c h w c found them poffeffed of, and 
f r o m the excellent order thefe were kept i n . But we had 
direct p roof o f the fact f r o m their o w n confef l ion ; and, as 
we underftood, thefe wars are between the different diftricts 
o f their o w n if land, as w e l l as between it and their n e i g h ­
bours o f Oneeheow and Orrehoua . W e need fcarcely affign 
any other caufe befides this, to account for the appear­
ance, already ment ioned, o f their popula t ion bear ing no pro­
por t ion to the extent o f their g r o u n d capable o f cul t iva t ion . 

Befides their fpears or lances, made o f a fine chefnut-
coloured wood, beaut i ful ly polifhed, fome o f w h i c h arc 
barbed at one end, and flattened to a point at the other, 
they have a fort o f weapon w h i c h we had never feen be­
fore, and not ment ioned by any navigator, as ufed by the 
natives o f the South Sea. It is fomewhat l i k e a dagger ; i n 
general , about a foot and a ha l f l ong , fharpencd at one or 
both ends, and fecured to the hand by a f i r ing . Its ufe is 
to flab in clofe f igh t ; and it feems w e l l adapted to the pur -
pofe. Some of thefe may be called double daggers, h a v i n g 
a handle in the middle , w i t h w h i c h they are better enabled 
to ftrike different ways . T h e y have alfo bows and a r r o w s ; 
but, both f rom their apparent fcarcity, and their flender 
m a k e , it may a lmof l be prcfumed that they never ufe them 
i n battle. T h e kn i f e or faw, fo rmer ly mentioned, w i t h 
w T hich they difFect the dead bodies, m a y alfo be r anked 
amongf l their weapons, as they both ftrike and cut w i t h it, 
w h e n clofely engaged. It is a fma l l flat wooden inf l rument , 
o f an o b l o n g fliape, about a foot l o n g , rounded at the 
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corners, w i t h a 'handle , a lmof l l i k e one fort o f the patoos o f 
N e w Z e a l a n d ; but its edges are ent irely furrounded w i t h 
m a r k s 1 teeth ftrongly fixed to it, and p o i n t i n g ou tward ; 
h a v i n g c o m m o n l y a hole i n the handle , t h rough w h i c h 
pafles a l o n g f i r ing , w h i c h is wrapped feveral times r o u n d 
the wrift . W e alfo fufpecTed that they ufe flings on fome 
occafions ; for we got fome pieces o f the hematites, or b lood-
ftone, ar t i f ic ial ly made o f an oval fhape, d iv ided l o n g i t u d i ­
n a l l y , w i t h a na r row groove i n the midd le o f the convex 
parr. T o this the perfon, w h o had one o f them, applied a 
cord o f no great thicknefs , but w o u l d not part w i t h it, 
t h o u g h he had no objection to part w i t h the ftone, w h i c h 
m u f l prove fatal w h e n t h r o w n w i t h any force, as it w e i g h e d 
a pound. W e l i k e wife faw fome oval pieces o f whetftone 
w e l l polifhed, but fomewhat pointed toward each end, 
near ly r e f embl ing i n fhape fome ftones w h i c h we had feen 
at N e w Caledonia i n 1774, and ufed there i n their f l ings. 

W h a t we cou ld learn o f their re l ig ious inf l i tut ions, and 
the manner o f difpofing of their dead, w h i c h m a y , p ro ­
per ly , be confidered as clofely connected, has been already 
ment ioned. A n d as no th ing more ftrongly points out the 
affinity between the manners o f thefe people and o f the 
F r i e n d l y and Society Iflands, I m u f l juft me n t i on fome other 
circumftances to place this i n a f l rong point o f v i ew ; and, 
at the fame t ime, to m e w h o w a few o f the infinite modi f i ­
cations o f w h i c h a few l ead ing pr inciples arc capable, m a y 
d i f l ingu i fh any par t icular nat ion. T h e people o f T o n g a -
taboo inter their dead i n a very decent manner , and they 
alfo inter their h u m a n facrifices; but they do not offer, or 
expofe any other a n i m a l , or even vegetable, to their Gods, 
as far as we k n o w . Thofe of Otaheite do not inter thei r 
dead, but expofe t hem to wafle by t ime and putrefact ion, 
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T H E P A C I F I C O C E A N , 24g 

though the bones are afterward buried ; and, as this is the *778-
February. 

cafe, it is very remarkable, that they fhould inter the entire V — / 

bodies of their human facrifices. They alfo offer other 
animals, and vegetables, to their gods ; but are, by no 
means, attentive to the flate of the facred places, where thofe 
folcmn rites are performed; mofl of their Morals being in a 
ruinous condition, and bearing evident marks of neglect. 
The people of Atooi, again, inter both their common dead, 
and human facrifices, as at Tongataboo; but they refcmble 
thofe of Otaheite, in the flovenly flate of their religious 
places, and in offering vegetables and animals to their 
gods. * 

The taboo alfo prevails in Atooi, in its full extent, and 
feemingly with much more rigour than even at Tongataboo. 
For the people here always afked, with great eagernefs and 
figns of fear to offend, whether any particular thing, which 
they defired to fee, or we were unwilling to fhew, was tabooy 

or, as they pronounced the word, tafia? The maia, rail, or 
forbidden articles at the Society Iflands, though, doubtlefs, 
the fame thing, did not feem to be fo flrictly obferved by 
them, except with refpect to the dead, about whom we 
thought them more fuperftitious than any of the others were. 
But thefe are circumftances with which we are not, as yet, 
fufflciently acquainted, to be decifive about; and I fhall only 
jufl obferve, to fhew the fimilitude in other matters, connected 
with religion, that the priefts, or tahounas, here, are as nu­
merous as at the other iflands ; if we may judge, from our 
being able, during our fhort flay, to diftinguifh feveral, fay­
ing their poort, or prayer. 

But whatever refemblance we might difcover, in the gene­
ral manners of the people of Atooi, to thofe of Otaheite, thefe, 
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o f courfe, were lefs U n k i n g than the coincidence of l a n ­
guage. Indeed, the languages o f both places m a y be faid 
to be a lmof l , w o r d for word , the fame. It is true, that w e 
fometimes r emarked part icular words to be pronounced ex­
actly as we h a d f o u n d at N e w Zea land , and the F r i end ly 
Illands ; but though a l l the four dialects are ind i fputably 
the fame, thefe people, i n general , have neither the f l rong 
g u t t u r a l pronuncia t ion o f the former, nor a lefs degree o f 
i t , w h i c h alfo dift inguifhes the la t ter ; and they have not 
on ly adopted the foft mode o f the Otaheiteans, i n avo id ing 
harfh founds, but the w h o l e i d i o m of their language ; u f ing 
not o n l y the fame affixes and fuflixcs to their words , but the 
fame meafure and cadence i n their fongs ; t h o u g h i n a m a n ­
ner fomewhat lefs agreeable. There feems, indeed, at firfl 
hea r ing , fome disagreement, to the ear o f a f l r anger ; bu t 
it ought be confidered, that the people o f Otaheite, f r o m 
their frequent connections w i t h the E n g l i f h , had learnt, i n 
fome meafure, to adapt themfelvcs to our fcanty k n o w l e d g e 
o f their language, by u f ing not on ly the mof l c o m m o n , 
but even corrupted expreflions, i n converfation w i t h u s ; 
whereas, w h e n they converfed a m o n g themfelvcs, and ufed 
the feveral parts neceffary to propriety o f fpeech, they were 
fcarcely at a l l underftood by thofe amongf l us, w h o had 
made the greateft proficiency i n their vocabulary . A cata­
logue o f words was collected at Atoo i , by M r . A n d c r f o n , 
w h o loft no oppor tuni ty o f m a k i n g our voyage ufefu l to 
thofe, w h o amufe themfelvcs i n t rac ing the migra t ions o f 
the var ious tribes, or famil ies , that have peopled the g lobe , 
by the moft conv inc ing o f a l l arguments , that d r awn f r o m 
affinity o f language . 

H o w fhal l we account for this nation's h a v i n g fprcad i t -
felf, i n fo m a n y detached iflands, fo w i d e l y disjoined f r o m 
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each other, i n every quarter o f the Pacific Ocean ! W c find 1 7s-
it , f r om N e w Zealand, i n the South, as far as the S a n d w i c h 
Iflands, to the Nor th ! A n d , i n another direct ion, f rom Eafler 
Jfland, to the Hebrides i. Tha t is, over an extent o f fixty de­
grees o f lat i tude, or twelve hundred leagues, Nor th and 
S o u t h ! A n d eighty-three degrees o f long i tude , or fixteen 
h u n d r e d and fixty leagues, Eafl and W c f l ! H o w m u c h far­
ther, i n either d i rec t ion, its colonies reach, is not k n o w n ; 
bu t wha t w c k n o w already, i n confequence o f this and our 
former voyage, warrants our p r o n o u n c i n g it to be, t h o u g h 
perhaps not the mof l numerous , cer ta inly , by far, the m o f l 
extenfive nat ion u p o n ear th*. 

H a d the S a n d w i c h Iflands been difcovered at an early pe­
r iod , by the Spaniards, there is l i t t le doubt that they w o u l d 
have taken advantage o f fo excellent a fituation, and have 
made ufe o f A t o o i , or fome other o f the iflands, as a refrefh-
i n g place to the fhips, that fai l a n n u a l l y f r o m Acapu lco for 
M a n i l l a . T h e y l ie a lmof l m i d w a y between the firfl place 
and G u a m one o f the Ladrones, w h i c h is at prefent their o n l y 
port i n travcrfing this vaft ocean ; and it w o u l d not have 
been a week's fail out o f their c o m m o n route, to have 
touched at t hem ; w h i c h cou ld have been done, w i thou t 
r u n n i n g the leafl haza rd of lof ing the paflage, as they arc 
fufl iciently w i t h i n the verge o f the Eaf lcr ly t rade-wind. A n 
acquaintance w i t h the S a n d w i c h Iflands w o u l d have been 
equa l ly favourable to our Buccaneers ; w h o ufed fometimes 
to pafs f r o m the coafl o f A m e r i c a to the Ladrones, w i t h a f lock 
of food and water fcarcely fufficient to preferve l i fe . He re 
they m i g h t a lways have found plenty, and have been w i t h i n 
a month ' s fure fai l o f the very part o f Ca l i fo rn ia , w h i c h the 

* See more about the great extent of the colonies of this nation, in the Intro­

ductory Preface, 
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1778. Manilla fhip is obliged to make, or elfe have returned to the 
v—v—J coaft of America, thoroughly refitted, after an abfence of 

two months. How happy would Lord Anfon have been, and 
what hardfhips would he have avoided, if he had known 
that there was a group of iflands, half way between Ame­
rica and Tinian, where all his wants could have been 
effectually fupplied; and in defcribing which, the elegant 
hiftorian of that voyage, would have prefented his reader 
with a more agreeable picture, than I have been able to draw 
in this chapter ? 9 
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C H A P . XIII. 

Obfervations made at the Sandwich Ifands, on the Longi* 
tude, Variation of the Compafs, and Tides.—Pro/ecu-
tion of the Voyage.—Remarks on the Mildnefs of the 
Weather, as far as the Latitude 4 4 0 North.—Paucity 
of Sea Birds, in the Northern Hemifphere.—Small Sea 
Animals defcribed.—Arrival on the Coaft of America. 
—Appearance of the Country.—Unfavourable Wi?ids, 
and boifterous Weather.—Remarks on Martin de Agui-
lars River, and yuan de Fucds pretended Strait.— 
An Inlet difcovered, where the Ships anchor.—Behaviour 
of the Natives. 

AF T E R the Di fcovery had jo ined us, we flood away to 1773. 
the N o r t h w a r d , clofe hau led , w i t h a gentle gale f r o m . e l u a r y ^ . 

the E a f l ; and n o t h i n g occu r r i ng , i n this fi tuation, w o r t h y M o n a y 2* 
o f a place i n m y narrative, the reader w i l l pe rmi t m e to« 
infert here the nau t ica l obfervations w h i c h I had oppor tu­
nities o f m a k i n g , relative to the iflands we had l e f t ; and 
w h i c h we had been for tunate enough to add to the geogra­
p h y o f this part o f the Pacific Ocean. 

T h e longi tude o f the Sandwich Iflands, was determined 
by feventy-two fets o f luna r obfervat ions; fome o f w h i c h 
were made w h i l e we were at anchor, i n the road o f 
W y m o a ; others, before we arr ived, and after we left it , 
and reduced to i t , by the watch , or t ime-keeper. By the 
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i77»- m e a n rcfult o f thefe obfervations, the longi tude o f the 
February. 

road is — — 2 0 0 0 *3' °" Eaft. 

S G r e e n w i c h rate, 2 0 2 0 o' o 

Ul ie tea rate T h e latitude o f the road, by the mean o f ) 
. V . , r . r . i r f 21*56' 15" N o r t h , two m e r i d i a n obfervations or the fun J D 

T h e obfervations for the var ia t ion o f the compafs, d id not 
agree very w e l l a m o n g thcmfclves . It is true, they were 
not a l l made exactly i n the fame fpot. T h e different f i l i a ­
t ions, however , cou ld m a k e very l i t t le difference. But the 
w h o l e w i l l be beft feen by cafting an eye o n the f o l l o w i n g 
table. 

Time. Latitude. Longitude. Compafs. , , E . a f t . , r
M c ' 1 n 

r Variation. Variation. 

"Gregory's io° i o ' i o " " J 

January 18th. A . M . 21 0 i%' 200 0 4i'< Knight's 9 ° 20 5" I 9" 51' 38" 

J Martin's io° 4* 4 0 " ] 

ti, D i\ T o / a * i Knight's io° 2" 10"? „ , ,, 
19th. P . M . 21 51 200° 20 \ 0 j io° 37 20 

* Gregory's n ° 12' %C?* J. 
f Gregory's 9 0 1' 20" 

28th. A . M . 21° 22' 199° 56'J Knight's cf 1' 25' \ 9 0 26' 57' 
[Martin's io° 18' 5 " 

J Cnegory's n ° 21' 15' 

Knight's io' J 40' o' [ Martin' " 37 50 

Means of the above 21 0 29' 200 0 12' 

O n January 18th. 2i° 12' 200° 41" the North end of 

the needle dipped 42° l ' j r . 

T h e tides, at the Sandwich Iflands arc fo inconfiderable, 
that, w i t h the great f m f w h i c h broke againft the more , it 
was ha rd ly poflible to te l l , at any t ime , whe ther we had 
h i g h or l o w water, or whether it ebbed or flowed. O n the 
South fide o f A t o o i , we genera l ly found a current fett ing to 
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the Weftward, or N o r t h Weftward . But w h e n we were at '77*. 
February* 

anchor o i l Oneeheow, the current fet near ly N o r t h Weft ' « 
and South Eaft, 11 x hours one way, and fix the other, and fo 
f l rong as to m a k e the mips tend, though the w i n d b l ew 
frefli . T h i s was cer ta inly a regula r t ide ; and, as far as I 
cou ld judge, the flood came f r o m the Nor th Weft. 

I n o w re turn to the progrefs o f our voyage. O n the 7th, Saturday 7 . 

be ing i n the latitude of a*/ Nor th , and i n the longi tude o f % 

200° Eaft, the w i n d veered to South Eaft. T h i s enabled us 
to fleer N o r t h Eaft and Eaf t ; w h i c h courfe we cont inued t i l l 
the 12th, w h e n the w i n d had veered round by the South and TJwrTdiyu-
Weft, to N o r t h Eaft and Eaft Nor th Eaft. I then tacked, and 
ftood to the N o r t h w a r d , our lati tude b e i n g 30* No r th , and 
our longi tude 206° 15'Eaft. Notwi thf tanding ou r advanced 
lati tude, and its be ing the win te r feafon, we had on ly be­
g u n , for a few days paft, to feel a fenfation o f co ld i n the 
morn ings and evenings. T h i s is a fign o f the equal and l a d ­
i n g influence o f the fun's heat, at a l l feafons, to 300 on each 
fide the l ine . T h e difproport ion is k n o w n to become ve ry 
great after that. T h i s m u f l be attributed, a lmof l ent irely, 
to the direct ion o f the rays o f the fun, independent o f the 
bare diflance, w h i c h is, by no means, equa l to the effect. 

O n the 19th, be ing n o w i n the latitude o f 37* Nor th , and fhurfiUy J<> 

i n the longi tude o f 2060
 Eaft, the w i n d veered to South Eaft ; 

and I was enabled aga in to fleer to the Eaft, i n c l i n i n g to the 
Nor th . W c had, on the 25th, reached the lati tude o f 42s

 30', 
and the longi tude o f 2190; and then we began to meet w i t h 
the rock-weed , ment ioned by the wr i te r o f L o r d Anfbn's 
voyage, under the name o f fea-lcdk, w h i c h the M a n i l l a 
ih ips general ly fa l l i n w i t h . N o w and then, a piece o f wood 
alfo appeared. Bu t , i f we had not k n o w n , that the continent 
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1778- o f Nor th A m e r i c a was not far diftant, w e m i g h t , f r o m the 
February, . . ^ 

v — M — / f ew figns o f the v i c in i t y o f l and hitherto met w i t h , have 
concluded, that there was none w i t h i n fome thoufand 
leagues o f us . W e had ha rd ly feen a b i rd , or any other 
oceanic a n i m a l , fince w e left S a n d w i c h Iflands. 

March. O n the 1 ft o f M a r c h , our lati tude be ing n o w 4 4 0 4 9 ' N o r t h , 
Sunday i . o u r longi tude 228° Eaft, we had one c a l m day. T h i s 

was fucceeded by a w i n d f r o m the Nor th , w i t h w h i c h I 
ftood to the Eaft clofe hauled, i n order to m a k e the l and . 
A c c o r d i n g to the charts, i t ought not to have been far f rom 
us. It was remarkable , that we fhould ftill carry w i t h us 
fuch moderate and m i l d weather, fo far to the Nor thward , 
and fo near the coaft o f an extenfive continent, at this t ime 
o f the year. T h e prefent feafon either m u f l be u n c o m m o n 
for its mildnefs , or we can af l ign no reafon, w h y S i r Francis 
Drake fhould have met w i t h fuch fevere cold , about this l a ­
titude, i n the m o n t h o f June* . Vi fca ino , indeed, w h o was 
near the fame place, i n the depth o f win te r , fays l i t t le o f 
the cold , and fpeaks o f a r idge o f fnowy mounta ins , fome-
where on the coaft, as a t h i n g rather remarkab le f . O u r 
feeing fo few birds, i n compar i fon o f what we met w i t h i n 
the fame latitudes, to the South o f the l ine , is another a n g u ­
l a r circumftance, w h i c h m u f l either proceed f r o m a fcarcity 
o f the different forts, or f r o m a deficiency o f places to reft 
upon . F r o m hence we m a y conclude, that beyond 4 0 0 i n 
the Southern hemifphere, the fpecies are m u c h more n u ­
merous , and the ifles where they inhabi t alfo more p l en t i -

* See the account of Sir Francis's voyage, in Campbell's edition of Harris, V o l . i . 
p> 18. and other Collections. 

t See Torquemada's Narrative of Vifcaino's Expedition, in 1602 and 1603, in 

the fecond volume of Vanegas's Hiftory of California, Englifh translation, from 

p. 7.29. to p. 308. 
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"ful ly fcattered about, than any where between the coafl: o f J77s: 
; J March. 

Cal i fo rn ia and Japan, i n or near that latitude. t—v~—t 

D u r i n g a ca lm , on the m o r n i n g o f the 2d, fome parts o f Mondays, 

the fea feemed covered w i t h a k i n d o f f l i m e ; and fome f m a l l 
fea animals were f w i m m i n g about. T h e moft confpicuous 
o f w h i c h , were o f the gelat inous, or medufa k i n d , a lmof l 
g l o b u l a r ; and another fort fmaller , that had a whi te , or 
m i n i n g appearance, and were very numerous . Some of 
thefe lafl were taken up, and pu^ into a glafs cup, w i t h fome 
fait water, i n w h i c h they appeared l i k e fma l l fcales, or bits 
o f filver, w h e n at reft, i n a prone fituation. W h e n they be­
gan to f w i m about, w h i c h they d id , w i t h equal eafe, u p o n 
their back, fides, or be l ly , they emit ted the br ighter! co­
lours o f the moft precious gems, accord ing to their pofitidn 
w i t h refpect to the l igh t . Sometimes they appeared quite 
pe l luc id , at other t imes a f fuming various tints o f b lue , 
f rom a pale fapphir ine, to a deep violet c o l o u r ; w h i c h were 
frequently m i x e d w i t h a ruby , or opal ine rednefs; and 
g lowed w i t h a ftrength fufflcicnt to i l l u m i n a t e the veflel 
and water. Thefe colours appeared moft v i v i d , w h e n the 
glafs was he ld to a f l rong l i g h t ; and mof l ly vanifhed, on the 
fubf iding o f the an imals to the bot tom, w h e n they had a 
b r o w n i f h ca l l . But , w i t h candle l igh t , the colour was, 
chiefly, a beaut i ful , pale green, t inged w i t h a burnifhed 
g io f s ; and, i n the dark, it had a faint appearance o f g l o w ­
i n g fire. T h e y proved to be a new fpecies o f cnifcus, and, 
f r o m their properties, were, by M r . Anderfon (to w h o m we 
owe this account o f them), cal led onifeus juJgcns\ be ing , pro­
bably , an a n i m a l w h i c h has a fhare in p roduc ing fome forts 
o f that l u c i d appearance, often obferved near fhips at fea, 
i n the n igh t . O n the fame day, two large birds fettled on 
the water, near the fhip. One o f thefe was the procellaria 
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maxima (the quebvantahuefTos), and the other, w h i c h was l i t t le 
March. v 1 M 

v—>—^ more than ha l f the fize, feemed to be of the albatrofi k i n d . 
The upper part o f the wings , and tip o f the ta i l , were b lack , 
w i t h the r c l l white ; the b i l l y e l l ow i fh ; upon the whole , 
not u n l i k e the fea-gul l , t hough larger. 

Friday 6. On the 6th, at noon, b e i n g in the latitude o f 440
 10 ' N o r t h , 

and the longi tude o f 234 Eaft, we faw two feals, and feve-
saiurday 7. r a i w h a l e s ; and at day-break, the next m o r n i n g , the l o n g -

looked for coaft o f N e w A l b i o n * was feen, extending f r o m 
N o r t h Cal l to South Eaft, diflant ten or twelve leagues. A t 
noon, Our lat i tude wras 440 33' Nor th , and our longi tude 
2350

 20' Eaft ; and the l and extended f r o m Nor th Eaft h a l f 
N o r t h , to South Eaft by South, about eight leagues diftant. 
In this fituation, we had feventy-three fathoms water, over 
a m u d d y bottom, and about a league farther off found 
n ine ty fathoms. T h e land appeared to be o f a moderate 
he igh t , diverfified w i t h h i l l s and val l ies , and, a lmof l every 
where , covered w i t h wood . The re was, however , no very 
ftriking object on any part o f i t , except one h i l l , whofe ele­
vated l u m m it was flat. T h i s bore Eaft f rom us, at noon. 
A t the Nor the rn extreme, the land formed a point , w h i c h I 
cal led Cape Fouhveather, f rom the very bad weather that we, 
foon after, met w i t h . I judge it to l ie i n the lat i tude o f 440 

55' N o r t h , and i n the longi tude o f 2350 54' Eaft. 

W e had variable l i gh t airs and ca lms , t i l l eight o 'clock i n 
the evening, w h e n a breeze fp rung up at South Weft. W i t h 
i t , I ftood to the N o r t h Weft, under an eafy fa i l , w a i t i n g for 

Sunday 8. day- l igh t to range a long the coaft. But at four, next morn;-
i n g , the w i n d fhif tcd to N o r t h Weft, and b l e w i n fqualls , 
w i t h ra in . O u r courfe was N o r t h Eaft, t i l l near ten o 'c lock, 

* This pr.rt of the Weft fide of North America, was fo named by Sir Francis 

Drake. % 
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w h e n , f ind ing that I cou ld make no progrefs o n this tack, "7?8. 
1 rr- M a r c h . 

and feeing no th ing l i k e a harbour, I tacked, and flood off > 
Sou th Weft. A t this t ime, Cape Foulwea thcr bore N o r t h 
Eaft by N o r t h , about eight leagues diflant. T o w a r d noon, 
the w i n d veered more to the Weftward, and the weather 
became fair and c l e a r ; fo that we were enabled to m a k e 
l u n a r obfervations. H a v i n g reduced a l l thofe that we had 
made fince the 19th o f laft m o n t h to the prefent ones, by 
the t ime-keeper, a m o u n t i n g , i n the whole , to feventy-two 
fcts ; their mean refult determined the longi tude to be 

15' 26" Eaft, w h i c h was 14' 11" lefs than what the 
t ime-keeper gave. T h i s longi tude is made ufe o f for fet t l ing 
that o f the coafl j and 1 have not a doubt o f its be ing w i t h ­
i n a very few mi les o f the t ruth. 

O u r difficulties n o w began to increafe. In the evening, 
the w i n d came to the N o r t h Weft, b l o w i n g i n fqualls w i t h 
h a i l and fleet; and the weather be ing th ick and hazy, I ftood 
out to fea t i l l near noon the next day, w h e n I tacked and M o n d a y 9 , 

ftood i n aga in for the land, w h i c h made its appearance at 
two i n the afternoon, bear ing Eaft N o r t h Eaft. T h e w i n d 
and weather cont inued the fame ; but, i n the evening , the 
fo rmer veered more to the Weft, and the latter g r ew worfc ; 
w h i c h made it neceffary to tack and ft and off t i l l four the 
next m o r n i n g , w h e n I ventured to fland i n aga in . 

A t four i n the afternoon, we faw the land, w h i c h , at fix, Tucfday i d . 

extended f rom Nor th F a l l ha l f Eaft, to South Eaft by South , 
about eight leagues di i lant . In this fituation, we tacked and 
founded ; but a l ine o f a hundred and fixty fathoms did not 
reach the ground. I ftood off t i l l m idn igh t , then flood i n Wednef. t i . 

a g a i n ; and, a t ' h a l f pa ft fix, we were w i t h i n three leagues 
of the land, w h i c h extended f r o m N o r t h by Eaft, ha l f Eaf l , 
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to South , h a l f E a f l ; each extreme about feven leagues dif-
tant. Seeing no figns o f a harbour , and the weather b e i n g 
f t i l l unfet t lcd, I tacked and flretched off South Weft, h a v i n g 
then fifty-five fathoms water over a m u d d y bottom. 

Tha t part o f the l and , w h i c h we were fo near when wc 
tacked, is o f a moderate he ight , t h o u g h , i n fome places, i t 
rifes h i g h e r w i t h i n . It was diverfificd w i t h a great m a n y 
r i f ing grounds and fma l l h i l l s ; m a n y o f w h i c h were ent i re ly 
covered w i t h t a l l , f l ra ight trees; and others, w h i c h were 
lower , and g rew i n fpots l i k e coppices ; but the interfpaccs, 
and fides o f m a n y o f the r i f ing grounds, were clear. T h e 
w h o l e , t h o u g h it m i g h t m a k e an agreeable f u m m c r pro-
fpecl, had n o w an uncomfor tab le appearance j as the bare 
grounds toward the coafl were a l l covered w i t h fnow, w h i c h 
feemed to be o f a confiderable depth between the l i t t le h i l l s 
and r i f ing grounds ; and, i n feveral places toward the fea, 
m i g h t eafily have been m i f l a k c n , at a diflance, for wh i t e 
cliffs. T h e fnow o n the r i f ing grounds was th inner fprcad; 
and farther i n l and , there was no appearance o f a n y ; f r o m 
whence we migh t , perhaps, conclude, that what we faw to­
w a r d the fea, had fa l len d u r i n g the n i g h t ; w h i c h was c o l d ­
er than any we had experienced fince our a r r iva l on the 
coaf l ; and we had fometimes a k i n d o f fleet. T h e coafl 
feemed every where a lmof l f lraight , wi thou t any o p e n i n g 
or i n l e t ; and it appeared to terminate i n a k i n d o f whi te 
fandy beach ; t hough fome on board thought that appear­
ance was o w i n g to the fnow. Each extreme of the l a n d 
that was n o w before us, feemed to moot out into a point. 
T h e Nor thern one was the fame w h i c h we had firfl feen o n 
the 7th; and, on that account, I cal led it Cape Perpetua. 
It lies i n the lati tude o f 440 6' N o r t h , and i n the longi tude o f 
2 3 5 ° 5 2 ' Eaf l . T h e Southern extreme before us, I named 
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Cape Gregory». Its lat i tude is 43* 30', and its longi tude ^77*. 
2 3 5 ° 57' Eaft. It is a remarkable po in t ; the l and o f it r i f ing w—*~—1 

a lmof l d i rect ly f r o m the fea, to a tolerable height , w h i l e that 
o n each fide o f it is low. 

I cont inued H a n d i n g off t i l l one i n the afternoon. T h e n 
I tacked, and ftood i n , h o p i n g to have the w i n d off f r o m 
the land i n the n ight . Bu t i n this I was m i f t a k e n ; for at 
five o 'c lock it began to veer to the Weft and South Weft ; 
w h i c h ob l iged me, once more , to ftand out to fea. A t this 
t ime, Cape Perpetua bore N o r t h Eaft by N o r t h j and the 
fartheft l and we c o u l d fee to the South o f Cape Grego ry , 
bore South by Eaft, perhaps ten or twelve leagues diftant. 
I f I a m r igh t i n this eftimation, its lat i tude w i l l be 430 10', 
and its long i tude 235° 55' Eaft, w h i c h is near ly the fi tuation 
o f Cape Blanco, difcovered or feen by M a r t i n d ' A g u i l a r , on 
the 19th o f January , 1603. It is w o r t h obferving, that, i n 
the very lat i tude where we n o w were, geographers have 
"been pleafed to place a large entrance or ftrait, the di fco­
ve ry o f w h i c h they take u p o n them to afcribe to the fame 
nav iga to r ; whereas n o t h i n g more is ment ioned i n the ac­
count o f his voyage, than his h a v i n g feen, i n this fituation, 
a large r iver , w h i c h he w o u l d have entered, but was pre­
vented by the currents j " . 

T h e w i n d , as I have obferved, had veered to South Weft 
i n the even ing ; but it was very 11 nfettled, and b l e w i n h 

fqualls w i t h fnow, fhowers. In one o f thefe, at m i d n i g h t , 
i t fhifted at once to Weft N o r t h Weft, and foon increafed to 
a very hard gale, w i t h heavy fqualls , attended w i t h fleet 
or fnow. There was no choice n o w ; and we were ob l iged 

* In our calendar, the 7th of March is diftinguifhed by the name of Perpetua M , 

and the 12th by that of Gregory B . 

t See the Hittory of California. Eng. tranf. V o l . i i . p- 292. 
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*778- to ftretch to the Southward , h i order to set clear o f the 
March. 0 

< „ ' coaft. T h i s was done under courfcs, and two clofc-reefed 
topfails; be ing rather more fail than the fhips c o u l d fafely 
bear ; but it was neceffary to carry it to avoid the more 
p r e i l i n g danger o f b e i n g forced on fhore. T h i s gale con-

-Friday 13, t inued t i l l e ight o 'c lock i n the m o r n i n g o f the 13th; w h e n 
it abated, and I flood i n aga in for the l and . W c had been 
forced a confiderable w a y b a c k w a r d ; for at the t ime o f 
our t ack ing , we were i n the lati tude o f 420 45', and i n the 
longi tude o f 233° 30', 

T h e w i n d cont inued at Weft, and N o r t h W e l l ; ftorms, 
moderate weather, and calms, fucceeding each other by 

Saturday21. turns, t i l l the m o r n i n g of the 21ft ; w h e n , after a few hours 
c a l m , a breeze fp rung u p at South W e l l . T h i s b r i n g i n g 
w i t h it fair weather, I fleered N o r t h Eaflerly, i n order to 
f a l l i n w i t h the land , beyond that part o f it where we had 
already fo unprofi tably been toffed about for the laft fort­
n igh t . In the evening , the w i n d veered to the W e f t w a r d ; 

Sunday 22. and, at eight o 'clock, the next m o r n i n g , we faw the l and , 
extending f rom Nor th Eaft to Eaft, nine leagues diflant. A t 
this t ime w c were i n the latitude o f 47* 5 ' N o r t h , and i n 
the longi tude o f 2350 10' Eaft. 

I continued to fland to the Nor th w i t h a fine breeze at 
Weft, and Weft N o r t h Weft, t i l l near feven o 'c lock i n the 
evening, w h e n I tacked to wai t for day- l igh t . A t this 
t ime, we were i n forty-eight fathoms water, and about four 
leagues f rom the land, w h i c h extended f rom Nor th to South 
Eaft ha l f Eaft, and a fma l l round h i l l , w h i c h had the ap­
pearance o f be ing an ifland, bore N o r t h three quarters Eaft, 
d.iftant fix or feven leagues, as I gueffed ; it appears to be o f 
a tolerable height , and was but j u f l to be feen f rom the 
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deck. Between this i i l and or rock, and the Nor the rn ex- *p\-
March, 

rrcme o f the land , there appeared to be a fmal l open ing , < — — J 
w h i c h flattered us w i t h the hopes o f f ind ing an harbour . 
Thefe hopes leflcned as we drew neare r ; and, at lalt, we 
had fome reafon to t h ink , that the open ing was clofed by-
l o w land . O n this account I cal led the point o f land to the 
N o r t h o f it Cape Flattery. It lies i n the latitude of 48* 15' 
N o r t h , and in the longi tude of 2350 31

 Eaft. There is a 
round h i l l o f a moderate he ight over i t ; and a l l the land 
upon this part o f the coaft is o f a moderate and pretty equal 
height , w e l l covered w i t h wood, and had a very pleafant 
and fertile appearance. It is i n this very latitude where wc 
n o w were, that geographers have placed the pretended 
ftrait o f J u a n de F u c a . But wc faw no th ing l i k e it ; nor is 
there the leaf! p robabi l i ty that ever any fuch t h i n g cx-
ifted *. 

I ftood off to the Sou thward t i l l m idn igh t , w h e n I tack­
ed, and fleered to the N o r t h Weft, w i t h a gentle breeze at 
South Weft, in tend ing to ftand i n for the land as foon as 
day- l igh t fhould appear. But, by that t ime, we were re- Monday 25. 

duced to two courfcs and clofe-reefed top-fails, h a v i n g a 
very hard gale, w i t h r a in , r ight on fhore ; fo that, inftead 
o f r u n n i n g i n for the land, I was g lad to get an offing, or to 
keep that w h i c h we had already got. T h e South Weft w i n d 
was, however , but of fhort continuance ; for, i n the even­
i n g , it veered again to the Weft. T h u s had we perpetual ly 
f l rong Weft and N o r t h Weft w i n d s to encounter . Sometimes, 
i n an evening , the w i n d w o u l d become moderate, and veer 
to the S o u t h w a r d ; but this was always a fure prelude to a 

* See Michael Locke's apocryphal account of Juan de Fuca, and his pretended 

fk-Aity in Purchas, V o l . ; i i . p. 849—852. and many later Collections. 
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ftorm, w h i c h b l e w the hardeft at South South Eaft, and was 
attended w i t h r a in and fleet. It fe ldom lafted above four 
or fix hours , before it was fucccedcd by another gale f r o m 
the N o r t h Weft, w h i c h , genera l ly , brought w i t h it fair w e a ­
ther. It was, by the means o f thefe Southerly blafts, that 
we were enabled to get to the N o r t h Weft at a l l . 

A t l eng th , at n ine o 'c lock i n the m o r n i n g o f the 29th, as 
w e were Hand ing to the N o r t h Eaft, wTc again faw the l and , 
w h i c h , at noon, extended f rom N o r t h Weft by Weft, to Eaft 
South Eaft, the neareft part about fix leagues diftant. O u r 
lati tude was n o w 490 29/ N o r t h , and our longi tude 2320 29' 
Eafl:. T h e appearance o f the count ry differed m u c h f r o m 
that o f the parts w h i c h we had before feen; b e i n g f u l l o f 
h i g h mounta ins , whofe fummi ts were covered w i t h fnow. 
But the valleys between them, and the grounds on the fea 
coaft, h i g h as w e l l as l o w , were covered to a confiderable 
breadth w i t h h i g h , f lraight trees, that formed a beaut i fu l 
prof peel:, as o f one vaft forcft. T h e South Eaft extreme o f 
the land formed a l o w point, off w h i c h arc m a n y breakers, 
occafioncd by funken rocks . O n this account it was cal led 
Point Breakers. It lies i n the lati tude o f 15 ' Nor th , and in 
the longi tude o f 2 3 3 * 2 0 ' Eaft ; and the other extreme, i n about 
the latitude o f 500, and the longi tude o f 2320. I named 
this laft Woody Point. It projects pretty m u c h out to the 
South Weft, and is h i g h land . Between thefe two points, 
the fhore forms a large bay, w h i c h I ca l led Rope Bay\ 
h o p i n g , f rom the appearance o f the land , to find i n it a 
good harbour. T h e event proved, that we were not mi f -
taken. 

As we drew nearer the coaft, w c perceived the appear­
ance o f two i n l c : s ; one i n the Nor th Weft, and the other i n 
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the Nor th Eafl corner o f the bay. A s I cou ld not fetch the 
former, I bore up for the latter; and paffed fome breakers, 
or funken rocks , that lay a league or more f rom the fhore. 
W e had nineteen and twenty fathoms water h a l f a league 
wi thou t them ; but as foon as we had paffed them, the 
depth increafed to th i ry , forty, and fifty fathoms, w i t h a 
fandy b o t t o m ; and farther i n we found no g round w i t h 
the greatefl l eng th o f l ine . N o t w i t h f l a n d i n g appearances, 
w e were not yet fure that there were any in l e t s ; but, as w c 
were i n a deep bay, I had refolved to anchor, w i t h a v i e w 
to endeavour to get fome water, o f w h i c h , by this t ime, we 
were i n great want . A t l eng th , as we advanced, the exift-
cnce o f the inlet was no longer doubt fu l . A t five o 'c lock we 
reached the W e l l point o f it, where we were becalmed for 
fome t ime . W h i l e i n this fituation, I ordered a l l the boats 
to be hoifled out to tow the fhips i n . But this was ha rd ly 
done, before a frefli breeze fp rung u p again at Nor th Weft, 
w i t h w h i c h we were enabled to ftretch u p in to an a r m o f 
the inlet, that was obferved by us to r u n i n to the N o r t h Eaft. 
The re we were aga in beca lmed, and obl iged to anchor i n 
eighty-five fathoms water, and fo near the fhore as to reach 
i t w i t h a hawfer . T h e w i n d fa i led the Difcovery before 
fhe got w i t h i n the a r m , where fhe anchored, and found o n l y 
feventy fathoms. 

W e no fooner drew near the inlet than we found the 
coaft to be i n h a b i t e d ; and at the place where we were firft 
becalmed, three canoes came off to the fhip. In one o f 
thefe were two men, i n another fix, and i n the th i rd ten. 
H a v i n g come pretty near us, a perfon i n one o f the two 
laft flood up, and made a l o n g harangue, i n v i t i n g us to 
l and , as we gueffed, by his gefturcs, A t the fame t ime, he 
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*p9; kept flrewino: handfuls of feathers toward u s* ; and fome o f 
March. r o 

<* » h is companions th rew handfuls o f a red duf l or powder i n 
the fame manner . T h e perfon w h o played the orator, 
wore the i k i n o f fome a n i m a l , and he ld , i n each hand , 
fome th ing w h i c h rattled as he kept m a k i n g it. Af ter t i r i n g 
h i m f e l f w i t h hris repeated exhortations, o f w h i c h we d i d 
not underfland a word , he was q u i e t ; and then others took 
i t , by turns, to fay fomething, t hough they acted their part 
nei ther fo l o n g , nor w i t h fo m u c h vehemence as the other. 
W e obferved that two or three had their ha i r quite f l rewed 
over w i t h f m a l l w h i t e feathers ; and others had large ones 
f l uck in to different parts o f the head. Af ter the t u m u l ­
tuous noife had ceafed, they l ay at a l i t t le diflance f r o m the 
fh ip , and converfed w i t h each other i n a very eafy m a n n e r ; 
nor d id they feem to fhew the leaft furpr ize or d i f l ruf l . 
Some o f them, n o w and then, got up , and faid fometh ing 
after the manner o f their firft ha rangues ; and one fung a 
very agreeable air, w i t h a degree o f foftnefs and m e l o d y 
w h i c h we cou ld not have expected; the w o r d haela, b e i n g 
often repeated as the burden o f the fong. T h e breeze 
w h i c h foon after fp rung up, b r i n g i n g us nearer to the fhore, 
the canoes began to come off i n greater numbers ; and we had> 
at one t ime, th i r ty - two of t h e m near the fhip, c a r r y i n g f r o m 
three to feven or eight perfons each, both m e n and women* 
Several o f thefe flood u p i n their canoes h a r a n g u i n g , and 
m a k i n g gcflures after the manne r o f our firfl vifiters. One 
canoe was remarkab le for a a n g u l a r head, w h i c h had a 
bird's eye and b i l l , o f an enormous fize, painted o n i t ; and 
a perfon w h o was i n it, w h o feemed to be a Chie f , was no 

* The natives of this coaft, twelve degrees farther South, alfo brought feathers as 
prefents to Sir Francis Drake on his arrival. See an account of his voyage in Camp~ 
id?$ edit, of Harrh, V o l . i . p. 18. 
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lefs r emarkab le for his u n c o m m o n appearance ; h a v i n g 
m a n y feathers h a n g i n g f r o m h i s head, and be ing painted 
i n an extraordinary manne r* . H e he ld i n his hand a carved 
b i rd o f wood , as large as a p igeon, w i t h w h i c h he ratt led as 
the perfon f i r f l -ment ioned had done ; and was no lefs vo­
ciferous i n h is harangue, w h i c h was attended w i t h fome 
expreffive geflures. 

T h o u g h our vifiters behaved very peaceably, and cou ld 
not be fufpected of any hofl i le in tent ion , we cou ld not pre­
v a i l u p o n any of them to come o n board. T h e y fhewed 
great readinefs, however , to part w i t h any t h i n g they had, 
and rook f r o m us whatever we offered them i n exchange ; 
bu t were more defirous o f i r o n , than o f any other o f our 
articles o f c o m m e r c e ; appear ing to be perfectly acquainted 
w i t h the ufe o f that meta l . M a n y o f the canoes fo l lowed 
us to our ancho r ing -p l ace ; and a g roup o f about ten or a 
dozen o f them remained along-fide the Refolu t ion mof l part 
o f the night ; 

Thefe circumflances gave us a reafbnable g round o f hope, 
that we fhould find this a comfortable flation to fupply a l l 
o u r wants, and to m a k e us forget the hardfhips and delays 
experienced d u r i n g a conflant fucceflion o f adverfe winds , 
and boiflerous weather, a lmof l ever fince our a r r iva l u p o n 
the coafl o f A m e r i c a . 

* Vifcaino met with natives on the coaft of California, while he was in the har­

bour of San Diego, who were painted or hefmeared with black and white, and had tfo'ir 
heads loaded with feathers. Hijiory of California, V o l . i i . p. 272. 
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V O Y A G E 
T O T H E 

P A C I F I C O C E A N 

B O O K IV. 

Tranfa&ions amongft the Natives of North 
America j Difcoveries along that Coaft and 
the Eaftern Extremity of Afia, Northward 
to Icy Cape j and Return Southward to the 
Sandwich Iflands. 

C H A P . I. 
The Ships enter the Sound, and moor in a Harbour.—In-* 

tercourfe with the Natives.—Articles brought to barter. 
—Thefts co?nmitted.—The Obfervatories creeled, and 
Carpenters fet to work.—Jealoufy of the Inhabitants of 
the Sound to prevent other Tribes having Intercourfe with 
the Ships.-—Stormy and rainy Weather.— Progrefs round 
the Sound.—Behaviour of the Natives at their Villages. 
—Their Manner of drying Fifij, &c.—Remarkable Vifit 
from Strangers, and introdu&ory Ceremonies,—Afecond 
Vifit to one of the Villages.—Leave to cut Grafs^purchajed. 
—The Ships faiL—Prefents given and received at parting. . 

T H E fhips h a v i n g happ i l y found fo excellent flicker 
i n an inlet , the coafls o f w h i c h appeared to be in -1 , 
habited by a race o f people, whofe inoiTenfive be­

hav iou r promifed a f r iendly intercourfe, the next m o r n - Monday 3 ou 

1778. 
March. 



i n g , after c o m i n g to anchor, I loft no t ime i n endeavour ing 
to find a c o m m o d i o u s harbour where we m i g h t ftation ou r -
felves d u r i n g our cont inuance i n the Sound. A c c o r d i n g l y , 
1 fent three a rmed boats, under the c o m m a n d o f M r . K i n g , 
upon this fervicc and foon after, I went myfelf , i n a f m a l l 
boat, on the fame fearch. I had very l i t t le trouble i n f ind­
i n g what we wanted. O n the N o r t h Weft o f the a r m we 
were n o w i n , and not/far f rom the fhips, I met w i t h a con­
venient f n u g cove w e l l fui tcd to our purpofe. M r . K i n g 
was equa l ly fuccefsful ; for he returned about noon , w i t h 
a n account o f a ftill better harbour, w h i c h he had feen and 
examined , l y i n g on the N o r t h Weft fide o f the l and . B u t 
as it w o u l d have required more t ime to carry the fhips t h i ­
ther, than to the cove where I had been, w h i c h was i m m e ­
diately w i t h i n our reach ; this reafon operated to determine 
m y choice i n favour o f the latter fi tuation. But be ing ap* 
prehenfive, that we fhould not be able to tranfport our fhips 
to it, and to moor them proper ly , before n ight came on , 
1 thought i t beft to r e m a i n where we were t i l l next m o r n ­
i n g ; and, that no t ime m i g h t be loft, I employed the re­
ma inde r o f the day to fome ufeful purpofes, o rder ing the 
fails to be unbenr, the top-mafts to be flruck, and the fore-
maft o f the Refolut ion to be un r igged , i n order to fix a new 
b ib , one o f the o ld ones be ing decayed. 

A great m a n y canoes, fi l led w i t h the natives, were about 
the fhips a l l day ; and a trade commenced betwixt us and 
them, w h i c h was carried on w i t h the ftricleft honefty o n 
both fides. T h e articles w h i c h they offered to fale were 
fkins o f various an imals , fuch as bears, wolves , foxes, 
deer, rackoons, polecats, m a r t i n s ; and, i n par t icular , o f 
the fea otters, w h i c h are found at the i l lands Eaft o f K a m t -
fchatka. Befides the fkins i n their native fhape, they alfo 
b rought garments made o f them, and another fort o f c l o t h ­

i n g 



i n g made o f the ba rk o f a tree, or fome plant l i k e h e m p ; wea- ^77** 
pons, fuch as bows, arrows, and fpears; fifh-hooks, and in f l ru -
ments o f various k inds ; wooden vizors o f m a n y different 
monftrous figures j a fort o f wool len fluff, or b l a n k e t i n g ; bags 
fi l led w i t h red ochre ; pieces o f carved w o r k ; beads; and feve­
ra l other l i t t le ornaments o f th in brafs and i ron , fhaped l i k e a 
horfe-fhoe, w h i c h they h a n g at their nofes; and fevcral chif-
fels, or pieces o f i ron , fixed to handles. F r o m their poflefling 
w h i c h metals, we could infer that they had either been 
vifited before by fome c i v i l i z e d nat ion, or had connections 
w i t h tribes on their continent, w h o had c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
w i t h them. But the moft extraordinary of a l l the articles 
w h i c h they brought to the fhips for fale, were h u m a n 
fku l l s , and hands not yet quite f l r ippcd of the flefh, w h i c h 
they made our people p l a i n l y underfland they had eaten > 
and, indeed, fome o f t hem had evident marks that they had 
been upon the fire. W e had but too m u c h reafon to fufpecf^ 
f rom this c i rcumflance, that the h o r r i d practice o f feeding 
on their enemies is as prevalent here, as we had found i t 
to be at N e w Zea land and other South Sea iflands. For 
the var ious articles w h i c h they brought , they took i n ex­
change knives , chiffels, pieces of i r o n and t in , nai ls , l ook-
ing-glaffes, buttons, or any k i n d o f me ta l . Glafs beads 
they were not fond o f ; and c lo th o f every fort they re­
jected. 

W e employed the next day i n h a u l i n g ou r fhips in to the Taefdayir. 

cove, where they were moored head and flern, f a l i en ing 
our hawfers to the trees on fhore. O n heav ing up the an­
chor o f the Refo lu t ion , we found , notwi thf landing the great 
depth of water i n w h i c h it was let go, that there were rocks 
at the bot tom. Thefe had done fome confiderable damage 
to the cable j and the hawfers that were carr ied out, to 

w a r p 



warp the fhip into the cove, alfo got f o u l o f r o c k s ; f r o m 
w h i c h it appeared that the whole bottom was flrewed w i t h 
t hem. T h e fhip b e i n g aga in very l e aky i n her upper 
w o r k s , I ordered the carpenters to go to w o r k to cau lk her, 
and to repair fuch other defects as, o n examina t ion , we 
m i g h t difcover. 

T h e fame o f our a r r iva l b rought a great concourfe of the 
natives to our fhips i n the courfe o f this day. W e counted 
above a hundred canoes at one t ime, w h i c h m i g h t be fup­
pofed to contain, at an average, five perfons each ; for few 
of them had lefs than three o n board j great numbers had 
feven, eight, or n ine ; and one was manned w i t h no lefs 
than feventeen. A m o n g f l thefe vifiters, m a n y n o w favoured 
us w i t h their company for the firfl t ime, w h i c h we cou ld 
guefs, f rom their approaching the fhips w i t h their orations 
and other ceremonies. I f they had any dif l ruf l or fear o f us 
at firfl, they n o w appeared to have la id it afide; for they 
came on board the fhips, and mixed w i t h our people w i t h 
the greatefl freedom. W e foon difcovered, by this nearer 
intercourfe, that they were as l ight-f ingered as any o f our 
friends i n the iflands w c had vifited i n the courfe o f the 
voyage. A n d they were far more dangerous thieves ; for, 
poffefling fharp i ron inf l ruments , they cou ld cut a hook 
f r o m a tackle, or any other piece o f i ron f r o m a rope, the 
inflant that our backs were turned. A large hook, w e i g h ­
i n g between twenty and thir ty pounds, feveral fmal ler ones, 
and other articles of i ron , were loft i n this manner . A n d , 
as to ou r boats, they fli-ipped them o f every bit o f i r on 
that was wor th ca r ry ing away, t hough we had a lways 
m e n left i n them as a guard . T h e y were dextrous enough 
i n effecting their purpofes ; for one fe l low w o u l d contrive 
to amufc the boat-keeper, at one end o f a boat, w h i l e an-
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other was p u l l i n g out the i ron w o r k at the other. I f we ^77*-
miffed a t h i n g immed ia t e ly after it had been flolen, we ^r—j 

found l i t t le diff icul ty i n detecting the thief, as they were 
ready enough to i m p e a c h one another. Bu t the g u i l t y per­
fon genera l ly r c l i nqu i fhed his pr ize w i t h reluctance ; and 
fometimes we found it neceffary to have recourfe to force. 

T h e lh ips b e i n g fecurely moored, we began our other A p r i l , 

neceffary bufinefs the next day. T h e obfervatorics were e d " e f * ( i 

carr ied afhore, and placed upon an elevated rock on one fide 
o f the cove, clofe to the Refo lu t ion . A party o f men , w i t h 
a n officer, was fent to cut wood , and to clear a place for the 
convcn icncy o f water ing . Others were employed to brew 
fpruce-beer, as pine trees abounded here. T h e forge was 
al fo fet up, to m a k e the i r o n - w o r k w a n t i n g for the re­
pairs o f the fore-mafl. For, befides one o f the bibs be ing 
defective, the larboard treflle-tree, and one o f the crofs-trees 
were fp rung . 

A confiderable n u m b e r o f the natives vifited us da i ly ; 
and , every n o w and then, we faw n e w faces. O n their firfl 
c o m i n g , they genera l ly went t h r o u g h a f ingular mode o f 
i n t r o d u c i n g themfelves. T h e y w o u l d paddle, w i t h a l l their 
f l rength , qui te r ound both fhips, a Chief , or other p r inc ipa l 
perfon i n the canoe, Hand ing up w i t h a fpear, or fome other 
weapon, i n his hand , and fpeaking, or rather h o l l o w i n g , 
a l l the t ime. Sometimes the orator o f the canoe w o u l d 
have his face covered w i t h a mafk, reprefenting ci ther a 
h u m a n vifage, or that o f fome a n i m a l ; and, inflcad o f a 
weapon , w o u l d h o l d a rattle i n his hand , as before de­
fcribed. Af te r m a k i n g this c i rcu i t round the f l i ips , they 
w o u l d come along-fide, and beg in to trade wi thou t further 
ce remony . V e r y often, indeed, they w o u l d firfl g ive us a 

Vox, . II. N n fong, 



J778- fong, i n w h i c h a l l i n the canoe jo ined , w i t h a very pleafinq: 
A p r i l . 0 *-* 

L — , — J h a rmony . 
D u r i n g thefe vifns, they gave us no other trouble, 

than to gua rd againft their th icv i fh t r icks. But , i n the 
Saturday 4. m o r n i n g of the 4 t h , we had a ferious a l a r m . O u r party 

o n fhore, w h o were employed i n cu t t i ng wood, and f i l l i n g 
water , obferved, that the natives a l l a round them were 
a r m i n g themfelvcs i n the beft manne r they cou ld ; thofe, 
w h o were not poflc fifed o f proper weapons, p repar ing f l icks , 
and co l lec t ing ftones. O n hear ing this, I thought it prudent 
to a r m a l fo ; but, be ing determined to act upon the defen-
fivc, I ordered a l l our w o r k m e n to retreat to the rock, u p o n 
w h i c h we had placed our obfervatories ; l eav ing the natives 
i n quiet poffefiion o f the g r o u n d where they had affemblcd, 
w h i c h was w i t h i n a ftone's th row o f the Refolution's ftern. 
O u r fears were i l l -g rounded : thefe hoftilc preparations were 
not directed againft us, but againft a body o f their o w n 
coun t rymen , w h o were c o m i n g to fight t h e m ; and ou r 
friends o f the Sound, on obferv ing our apprehenfions, ufed 
their beft endeavours to convince us that this was the cafe. 
W e cou ld fee, that they had people l o o k i n g out, on each 
point o f the cove, and canoes frequently paffed between 
t h e m and the m a i n body affembled near the f l i ips . A t 
length , the adverfc party, i n about a dozen large canoes, 
appeared off the South point o f the cove, where they flop­
ped, and lay d r a w n up i n l ine of battle, a negociat ion hav­
i n g commenced . Some people i n canoes, i n conduc t ing the 
treaty, paffed between the two parties, and there was fome 
fpeak ing o n both fides. A t l eng th , the difference, wha t ­
ever it was, feemed to be compromifed ; but the flrangers 
were not a l lowed to come along-lide the f l i ips , nor to have 
any trade or intercourfe w i t h us. Probably we were the 
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caufe o f the q u a r r e l ; the ftrangers, perhaps, be ing defirous J773. 
to mare i n the advantages o f a trade w i t h us ; and our firft u J ^ i 

friends, the inhabi tants o f the Sound, be ing determined to 
engrofs us ent i re ly to themfelvcs. W e had proofs o f this 
on feveral other occafions; nay, it appeared, that even thofe 
who l ived in the Sound were not uni ted i n the fame cau fe ; 
for the weaker were frequently ob l iged to g ive way to the 
f l ronger party, and p lundered o f every t h i n g , wi thout at­
t empt ing to make the leaf! refinance. 

W e r c fumcd our w o r k i n the afternoon, and, the next Sunday 5 . 

day, r igged the fo re -mal t ; the head of w h i c h be ing rather 
too f m a l i for the cap, the carpenter went to w o r k , to fix a 
piece o n one fide, to f i l l up the vacant fpacc. In cu t t ing i n ­
to the maf l -head for this purpofe, and e x a m i n i n g the flate o f 
it , both cheeks were found to be fo rotten, that there was no 
p o m b i l i t y of repa i r ing them ; and it became neceffary to get 
the mafl out, and to fix new ones upon it. It was evident, 
that one o f the checks had been defective at the firfl , and 
that the un found part had been cut out, and a piece put i n ; 
w h i c h had not o n l y weakened the mai l -head , but had, i n 
a great meafure, been the occafion o f ro t t ing every other 
part o f both cheeks. T h u s , w h e n we were a lmof l ready to 
put to fea, wc had a l l ou r w o r k to do over a g a i n ; and, 
wha t was f l i l l more p r o v o k i n g , an addi t ional repair was to 
be under taken, w h i c h w o u l d require fome t ime to be c o m ­
pleted. But , as there was no remedy, w c immedia te ly fet 
about it. It was fortunate for the voyage, that thefe defects 
were difcovered, w h e n we were i n a place, where the m a ­
terials requifitc were to be procured. For, amongt l the dr i f t -
\vood, i n the cove where the fhips lay , were fome fma l l fea-
foncd trees very fit for our purpofe. One of thefe was p i t c h ­
ed upon ; fnd the carpenters began, w i thou t lofs o f t ime, to 
m a k e out o f it two new cheeks. 

N n 2 In 
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i n the m o r n i n g o f the 7th, we got the fo re -mad out, and 
u-~j*—j hau led it afhore; and the carpenters o f the fhips were fet 

y 7" to w o r k u p o n it . Some parts o f the lower Hand ing r i g ­
g i n g h a v i n g been found to be very m u c h decayed, as we had 
t ime n o w to put t hem i n order, w h i l e the carpenters were 
r epa i r ing the fore m a i l , I ordered a new fet o f m a i n - r i g g i n g 
to be fitted, and a more perfect fet o f f o r e - r i gg ing to be fe-
lccted out o f the beft parts o f the o ld . 

F r o m the t ime o f our pu t t ing into the Sound t i l l now , the 
weather had been exceedingly fine, w i thou t either w i n d or 
r a in . Tha t comfort , at the very m o m e n t w h e n the con t i ­
nuance of it w o u l d have been o f m o f l fervice, was w i t h -

Wednef. 8. d r a w n . I n the m o r n i n g o f the 8th, the w i n d frefhened at 
S o u t h Eaf l , attended w i t h th i ck hazy weather and ra in . I n 
the afternoon the w i n d increafed; and , toward the even ing , 
it b l e w very hard indeed. I t . came, i n exccfl ively heavy 
fqual ls , f r o m over the h i g h l and on the oppofite fhore, r i gh t 
in to the cove ; and, t h o u g h the fliips were very w e l l moor­
ed, put t h e m i n fome danger. Thefe tempefluous blafls 
fuccccded each other pretty q u i c k ; but they were o f f l iort 
d u r a t i o n ; and i n the intervals between t h e m we had a per­
fect ca lm. A c c o r d i n g to the o ld proverb, Misfor tunes fel-
d o m come f i n g l e ; the m i z e n was n o w the o n l y maf l o n 
board the Refo lu t ion that r emained r igged , w i t h its top-
maft up. T h e former was fo defective, that it could not 
fupport the latter d u r i n g the violence o f the fqualls , bu t 
gave w a y at the head under the r i g g i n g . Abou t e ight 
o 'clock the gale abated ; but the r a i n cont inued w i t h very 
l i t t le in termiff ion for feveral days ; and , that the carpenters 
m i g h t be enabled to proceed i n their labours, w h i l e it pre­
va i l ed , a tent was erected over the fore-mafl , where they 
cou ld w o r k w i t h fome degree o f convenience. 

T h e 



T h e bad weather w h i c h n o w came on, d i d not, however , 177?. 

h inder the natives f r o m v i f i t ing us d a i l y ; and, i n fuch c i r - u-A-J-'>^ 
cumftances, their vifits were very advantageous to us. F o r 
they frequently brought us a tolerable fupply o f fifh, w h e n 
we cou ld not catch any ourfelves w i t h hook and l i n e ; and 
there was not a proper place near us where we cou ld d raw 
a net. The fifh w h i c h they brought us were ei ther fardines ; 
or wha t refemblcd them m u c h , a fma l l k i n d o f bream ; and 
fometimes fma l l cod. 

O n the n t h , no twi th f l and ing the r a iny weather, the m a i n - Saturday u , 

r i g g i n g was fixed and got over head ; and our employment , 
the day after, was to take d o w n the mizen-maf t , the head Sunday i * 

o f w h i c h proved to be fo rotten, that it dropped off w h i l e i n 
the f l ings . In the even ing we were vifited by a tribe o f 
natives w h o m we had never feen before;, and w h o , i n ge­
nera l , were better l o o k i n g people than moft o f ou r o ld 
fr iends, fome o f w h o m attended them. I prevai led upon 
thefe vifiters to go d o w n into the cabin for the firft t i m e ; 
and obferved, that there was not a fingle object that fixed 
the attention o f moft o f them for a m o m e n t ; their coun ­
tenances m a r k i n g , that they looked u p o n a l l our nove l ­
ties w i t h the utmoft indifference. T h i s , however, was not 
w i t h o u t except ion; for a few o f the company fhewed a 
certain degree o f curiofi ty. 

In the afternoon o f the next day, I went into the woods MorMy 11. 

w i t h a party o f our m e n , and cut d o w n a tree for a m i z e n -
maft. O n the day f o l l o w i n g , it was brought to the plac2 Tneffry 14. 

where the carpenters were employed upon the fore-maft. 
In the even ing the w i n d , w h i c h had been, for fome t ime, 
Wefter ly, veered to South Eaft, and increafed to a very hard 
gale, w i t h ra in , w h i c h cont inued t i l l e ight o 'c lock the next wednef. 15, 

m o r n i n g , w h e n i t abated, and veered aga in to the Weft. 

T h e 



1 7 7 s . T h e fore-matt beino;, by this t ime, finifhed, we hau led it 

April. , 1 , 
v - ^ v ^ . ^ along-fide ; but the bad weather prevented our ge t t ing it i n 

t i l l the afternoon ; and we fet about r i g g i n g it w i t h the 
greateft expedit ion, w h i l e the carpenters were g o i n g on w i t h 
the mizen-maf t on fhore. T h e y had made very confiderable 

Thurfday 16. progrefs i n i t on the 16th; w h e n they difcovered, that the 
Hick upon w h i c h they were at w o r k was fp rung , or w o u n d ­
e d ; o w i n g , as fuppofed, to fome accident i n cu t t i ng it d o w n . 
So that a l l their l abour was t h r o w n away -7 and it became 
neceffary to get another tree out o f the woods, w h i c h em­
ployed a l l hands above h a l f a day. D u r i n g thefe var ious 
operations, feveral o f the natives, w h o were about the fhips, 
looked on w i t h an expreflive filent furprize, w h i c h we d i d 
not expect, f rom their genera l indifference and inat tent ion. 

Saturday 18. O n the 1 8 t h , a party o f ftrangers, i n fix or e ight canoes, 
came into the cove, where they remained , l o o k i n g at us, 
for fome t ime ; and then retired, wi thou t c o m i n g a l o n g -
fide either fhip. W e fuppofed, that our o ld friends, w h o 
were more numerous , at this t ime, about us, than thefe n e w 
vifiters, w o u l d not permi t them to have any intercourfe w i t h 
us. It was evident, u p o n this and feveral other occafions, 
that the inhabitants o f the ad jo in ing parts o f the Sound en-
groffed us ent irely to thcmfe lves ; or if , at any t ime, they 
d id not h inder ftrangers f rom t rad ing w i t h us, they con ­
tr ived to manage the trade for t hem i n fuch a manner , that 
the price o f their commodi t ies was always kept up , w h i l e 
the value of ours wa-s lef lening every day. W e alfo found, 
that m a n y of the p r inc ipa l natives, w h o l ived near us, car­
r ied on a trade w i t h more diflant tribes, i n the articles 
they had procured f rom us. Fo r w c obferved, that they 
w o u l d frequently difappear for four or five days at a t ime, 
and then re turn w i t h frefh cargoes o f fkins and curiofities, 

w h i c h 
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w h i c h our people were To paftionately fond of, that they a l - jftg}-

ways came to a good marke t . But we received moft bene- "—v~—* 
fit f r o m fuch o f the natives as vifited us da i ly . Thefe, after 
difpofing o f a l l their l i t t le trifles, turned their attention to 
f i fh ingj and we never fa i led to partake o f what they 
caught. We alfo got f r o m thefe people a confiderable quan­
tity o f very good a n i m a l o i l , w h i c h they had rcfcrved i n 
bladders. In this traffic fome w o u l d attempt to cheat us, by 
m i x i n g water w i t h the o i l ; and, once or twice, they had 
the addrcfs to carry their impofi t ion fo far, as to fill their 
bladders w i t h mere water, w i thou t a fingle drop of o i l . It 
was a lways better to bear w i t h thefe t r icks , than to m a k e 
them the foundat ion o f a q u a r r e l ; for our articles o f traffic 
confifted, for the mof l part, o f mere trifles; and yet we were 
put to our fhifts to find a conflant fupply even o f thefe. 
Beads, and fuch other toys, o f w h i c h I had f t i l l fome left, 
were in li t t le ef l imation. N o t h i n g w o u l d go d o w n w i t h ou r 
vifiters but metal and brafs had, by this t ime, fupplanted 
i r o n ; be ing fo eagerly fought after, that before we left this 
place, hardly a bit o f it was left i n the f l i ips , except wha t 
belonged to our neceffary inftruments. W h o l e fuits o f 
clothes were ftripped of every button ; bureaus of their fu r ­
ni ture ; and copper kettles, t in cannifters, candlef l icks, and 
the l i k e , a l l went to wreck ; fo that our A m e r i c a n friends 
here got a greater medley and variety o f th ings f rom us, 
than any other nat ion w h o m w e had vifited i n the courfe o f 
the voyage. 

Af ter a fortnight 's bad weather, the 19th p rov ing a fair Sunday 19*. 

day, we availed ourfclves o f it, to get up the top-mafts and 
yards, and to fix up the r i g g i n g . A n d , h a v i n g n o w finifhed 
moft o f our heavy work , I fet out the next m o r n i n g to take Monday 20. 

a. v iew o f the Sound, I firft went to the Weft point , where 
7 I found-



1 7 7 8 . I found a large v i l l age , and, before i t , a very f n u g bar -
*p"1' j bour , i n w h i c h was f r o m nine to four fa thoms water, over 

a bot tom o f fine fand. T h e people o f this v i l l age , w h o 
were numerous , and to mof l o f w h o m I was w e l l k n o w n , 
received me very cour teouf ly ; every one pref l ing me to go 
in to h is houfe, or rather his apar tment ; for feveral fami l ies 
l i v e under the fame roof. I d id not decline the inv i ta t ions ; and 
m y hofpitable friends, w h o m I vifited, fpread a mat for me 
to fit d o w n upon , and fhewed me every other m a r k o f c i v i l i t y . 
In m o d o f the houfes were w o m e n at w o r k , m a k i n g dreffes 
o f the plant or bark before ment ioned , w h i c h they executed 
exact ly i n the fame manne r that the N e w Zealanders m a ­
nufacture their c lo th . Others were occupied i n o p e n i n g 
fardines. I had feen'a large quant i ty o f them brought o n 
fhore f r o m canoes, and d iv ided by meafure amongf l feveral 
people, w h o carr ied t h e m u p to their houfes, where the 
operat ion o f c u r i n g them by f m o k e - d r y i n g is per formed. 
T h e y h a n g t h e m on f m a l l r ods ; at firfl , about a foot f r o m 
the f i re ; af terward they remove t h e m h i g h e r and h igher , to 
m a k e r o o m for others, t i l l the rods, on w h i c h the fifh hang , 
reach the top o f the houfe. W h e n they are complete ly 
dr ied, they are t aken d o w n and packed clofe i n bales, w h i c h 
they cover w i t h mats . T h u s they are kept t i l l w a n t e d ; and 
they are not a difagreeable article o f food. Cod, and other 
large fifh, are alfo cured i n the fame manner by t h e m ; 
t hough they fometimes dry thefe i n the open air, w i thou t 
fire. 

F r o m this v i l lage I proceeded u p the Wef l fide o f the 
Sound . For about three mi les , I f ound the fhore covered 
w i t h fma l l iflands, w h i c h are fo fituated as to f o r m feveral 
convenient harbours , h a v i n g var ious depths o f water, f r o m 
th i r ty to feven fathoms, w i t h a good bot tom. T w o leagues 
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w i t h i n the Sound , o n this Weft fide, there runs i n an a r m I77.?. 
April . 

i n the d i rec t ion o f N o r t h N o r t h Weft ; and two miles far- ' »— 
ther, is another near ly i n the fame direct ion, w i t h a pretty 
large ifland before it. I had no t ime to examine either 
o f thefe a r m s ; but have reafon to believe, that they do not 
extend far i n l a n d , as the water was no more than bracki fh 
at their entrances. A m i l e above the fecond a rm, I found 
the remains o f a v i l l age . T h e logs or f ramings o f the houfes 
were H a n d i n g ; but the boards that had compofed their fules 
and roofs d i d not exift. Before this v i l l age were fome 
large fifhing w e a r s ; but I faw nobody at tending them. 
Thefe wears were compofed o f pieces o f w i c k e r - w o r k made 
o f f m a l l rods, fome clofer than others, according to the 
fize o f the fifh intended to be caught i n them. Thefe pieces 
o f w i c k e r - w o r k (fome o f whofefuperficies arc, at lea l l , twenty 
feet by twelve), are fixed up cdgewife i n fha l low water, by 
f l rong poles or pickets , that fland f i rm i n the g round . Be­
h i n d this ru ined v i l l age is a p l a in o f a few acres extent, 
covered w i t h the largeft pine-trees that I ever faw. T h i s 
was more remarkable , as the elevated g round , on moft 
other parts o f this Weft fide o f the Sound, was rather naked. 

F r o m this place, I croffed over to the other, or Eaft fide o f 
the Sound, paffing an a r m o f it that runs i n N o r t h Nor th 
Eaft, to appearance not far. I n o w found , what I had be­
fore conjectured, that the l and , under w h i c h the fhips lay, 
was an ifland ; and that there were many fmal ler ones l y i n g 
fcattered i n the Sound on the Weft fide o f it . Oppofitc the 
N o r t h end of our large if land, u p o n the m a i n land, I ob­
ferved a v i l lage , and there I landed. T h e inhabitants o f it 
were not fo polite as thofe o f the other I had juft vifited. Bu t 
this co ld reception feemed, i n a great meafure, i f not e n ­
t i re ly , o w i n g to one fur ly Chie f , w h o w o u l d not let m e 
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1778; enter their houfes, f o l l o w i n g me wherever I w e n t ; and 
A p r i l . , 

v ' feveral t imes, by exprell ive l igns , m a r k i n g his impa t ience 
that 1 fhould be gone. I attempted i n va in to footh h i m by 
prefents; but though he d id not re f ufe them, they d id not 
alter his behaviour . Some o f the y o u n g w o m e n , better 
pleafed w i t h us than was their inhofpitable Chief , dreffed 
themfelvcs expeditioufly i n their beft apparel , and, af lem-
b l i n g i n a body, we lcomed us to their v i l l age , by j o i n i n g 
i n a l ong , w h i c h was far f rom harfh or difagrceable . 

T h e day be ing n o w far fpent, I proceeded for the f l i ips , 
r o u n d the N o r t h end of the large ifland ; mee t ing , i n m y 
way , w i t h feveral canoes laden w i t h fardincs, w h i c h had 
been juft caught , fomewhere i n the Eaft corner o f the Sound . 
W h e n I got on board, I was in formed , that, w h i l e I was ab-
fent, the fl i ips had been vifited by fome ftrangers, i n two or 
three large canoes, w h o , by figns, made our people underftand 
that they had come f r o m the South Eaft, beyond the bay. 
T h e y b rough t feveral fkins, garments, and other articles, 
w h i c h they bartered. But what was moft f ingular , two filver 
table-fpoons were purchafed f r o m them, w h i c h , f r o m their 
pecul iar fhape, we fuppofed to be o f Spanifh manufacture . 
One o f thefe ftrangers wore them round his neck, by w a y 
o f ornament. Thefe vifiters alfo appeared to be more p l e n t i ­
f u l l y fupplied w i t h i ron than the inhabi tants o f the Sound. 

T h e mizen-maf t be ing finifhed, it was got i n , and r igged , 
Tuefdayai. on the 21ft ; and the carpenters were fet to w o r k to m a k e a 

new fore-top-ma ft, to replace the one that had been carried 
away fome t ime before. 

Wednef. 22. Next m o r n i n g , about e ight o 'c lock , w e were vifited by a 
n u m b e r o f ftrangers, i n twelve or fourteen canoes. T h e y 
came into the cove f r o m the S o u t h w a r d ; and as foon 
as they had turned the point o f i t , they flopped, and l ay 
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d r a w n up i n a body above h a l f an hour, about two or three '77S; 
r J April . 

hundred yards f r o m the Ihips. A t firfl , we thought , that 1 r~> 

they were afraid to come nearer ; but we were mif taken i n 
this , and they were o n l y prepar ing an int roductory cere­
m o n y . O n advanc ing toward the mips , they a l l flood u p i n 
their canoes, and began to l i ng . Some o f their fongs, i n 
w h i c h the who le body jo ined, were i n a l l o w , and others i n 
i n q u i c k e r t i m e ; and they accompanied their notes w i t h 
the mof l regular motions o f their hands ; or beat ing i n con­
cert, w i t h their paddles, on the fides o f the canoes; a n d 
m a k i n g other very expreflive geflures. A t the end o f each 
i p n g , they remained filent a few feconds, and then began 
again , fometimes p r o n o u n c i n g the word hooee! forc ib ly , as 
a chorus . Af ter enter ta in ing us w i t h this fpecimen of their 
mufic , w h i c h we l i f lened to w i t h admira t ion , for above h a l f 
an hour, they came a long fide the fhips, and bartered what 
they had to difpofc of. Some o f our o ld friends of the 
Sound, were now found to be amongf l them ; and they took 
the whole management o f the traffic between us and the 
Grangers, m u c h to the advantage of the latter. 

O u r attendance on thefe vifitcrs be ing fmifhed, Captain 
Cle rke and I went, i n the forenoon, w i t h two boats, to the 
v i l l age at the Weft point o f the Sound. W h e n 1 wan there 
the clay before, I had obferved, that plenty o f grafs g r ew 
near i t ; and it was neceffary to lay i n a quant i ty of this, as 
food for the few goats and fheep w h i c h were £1111 left on 
board. T h e inhabitants received us w i t h the fame de mon-
flrations of f r iendfhip w h i c h I had experienced before ; and 
the momen t we landed, I ordered fome of m y people to be­
g i n their operation o f cu t t ing . I had not the leafl i m a g i n a ­
t ion, that the natives cou ld m a k e any objection to our fur-
n i f h i n g ourfelves w i t h what feemed to be of no ufe to t h e m , 
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7̂7*j. but was neccfTary for us. Howeve r , I was mif taken ; fo*v 
u—*—t the moment that our m e n began to cut, fome o f the i nhab i t ­

ants interpofed, and w o u l d not permi t them to proceed, 
f ay ing they m u d 1 1 makook-" that is , m u f l firfl b u y it. I 
was n o w i n one o f the houfes ; but as foon as I heard o f 
this, I went to the field, where I found about a dozen o f the 
natives, each o f w h o m la id c l a i m to fome part o f the grafs 
that g r ew i n this place. I bargained w i t h t h e m for i t , and 
h a v i n g completed the purchafe, thought that we were n o w 
at l iber ty to cut wherever we pleafed. But here, aga in , 
i t appeared, that I was under a mif lake j for the l ibe ra l 
manne r i n w h i c h I had paid the firfl pretended proprietors, 
b rought frefh demands upon m e f r o m others ; fo that there 
d i d not feem to be a fingle blade o f grafs, that had not a 
feparate o w n e r ; and fo m a n y o f t hem were to be fatisfied, 
that I very foon emptied m y pockets. W h e n they found , 
that I real ly had no th ing more to g ive , their impor tun i t ies 
ceafcd, and we were permit ted to cut wherever we pleafed, 
and as m u c h as we chofe to carry away. 

Here I m u f l obferve, that I have no where, i n m y feveral 
voyages, met w i t h any u n c i v i l i z e d na t ion , or tribe, w h o h a d 
fuch Uriel: notions o f their h a v i n g a r ight to the exclufive 
property o f every t h i n g that their country produces, as the 
inhabitants o f this Sound. A t firfl, they wanted our people 
to pay for the wood and water that they carr ied on b o a r d ; 
and had I been upon the fpot, w h e n thefe demands were 
made, I fhould cer ta inly have compl i ed w i t h them. O u r 
w o r k m e n , i n m y abfence, thought differently j for they 
took but l i t t le notice o f fuch c l a i m s ; and the nat ives, 
w h e n they found that we were determined to pay no­
th ing , at laft ceafed to apply . But they made a mer i t o f 
necei l i ty ; and frequent ly afterward, took occafion to re­
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m i n d us, that they had g iven us wood and water out o f 
f r iendship*. 

D u r i n g the t ime I was at this v i l l age , M r . Webber , w h o 
had attended me thither, made d rawings o f every t h i n g 
that was cur ious , both w i t h i n and wi thou t doors. I h a d 
a l io an oppor tun i ty o f infpect ing, more na r rowly , the c o n -
ftrucTion o f the houfes, houfehold furni ture , and urenfils, 
and the flriking peculiari t ies o f the cuftoms and modes o f 
l i v i n g o f the inhabitants . Thefe fhal l be defcribed i n ano­
ther place, i n the beft manner I can, c a l l i n g i n to m y aftift-
ance the obfervations o f M r . Ander fon . W h e n we had c o m ­
pleted a l l our operations at this v i l l age , the natives and we 
parted very good f r iends ; and we got back to the fhips i n 
the afternoon. 

T h e three f o l l o w i n g days were employed i n ge t t ing ready Thurfdaya 

to put to fea; the fails were ben t ; the obfervatories and i n - Saturday4* 

f l ruments , b r e w i n g ve/fels, and other things, were m o v e d 
f r o m the fhore ; fome fmal l fpars, for different ufes, and 
pieces o f t imber, w h i c h m i g h t be occafionally fawn into 
boards, were prepared and put on b o a r d ; and both fhips 
were cleared, and put into a fa i l ing condi t ion . 

Every t h ing be ing n o w ready, i n the m o r n i n g o f the 26th, Sunday*5-

I intended to have pur to fea; but both w i n d and tide be ing 
againft us, was ob l iged to wai t t i l l noon, w h e n the South 
Weft w i n d was fuccecded by a c a l m ; and the tide t u r n i n g 

* Similar to the behaviour of the natives of Nootka, on this occafion, was that 
of another tribe of Indians, farther North, in latitude 57 0 18', to the Spaniards, 
who had preceded Captain Cook only three years, in a voyage to explore the coaft of 
America, Northward of California. See the journal of that voyage, writ by the 
fecond pilot of the fleet, and pubiiilied by the Honourable Mr. Daines Barrington,. 
to whom the literary world, owes lb many obligations. Mifcell<mk$7 p, 505, 506. 
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jffifi. in. our favour, w c c a i l o i l the moor ings , and w i t h our 
— * — b o a t s towed the fliips out o f the cove. Af ter this, we had 

variable l igh t airs and ca lms, t i l l four i n the afternoon, 
w h e n a breeze fprung u p Nor the r ly , w i t h very th ick , hazy 
weather. T h e m e r c u r y i n the barometer fel l u n u fu a l l y 
l o w ; and we had every other fore-runner o f an approach­
i n g f lo rm, w h i c h we had reafon to expect w o u l d be f r o m 
the Southward . T h i s made me heikate a little, as n igh t was 
at hand, whether I fhould venture to fa i l , or wai t t i l l the 
next m o r n i n g . But m y anxious impat ience to proceed u p o n 
the voyage, and the fear o f lofing this oppor tuni ty o f get­
t i n g out o f the Sound, m a k i n g a greater impreff ion on m y 
m i n d , than any apprehenfion o f immedia te danger, I deter­
m i n e d to put to fea at a l l events. 

O u r friends, the natives, attended us, t i l l we were a lmof l 
out o f the Sound ; fome on board the f l i ips , and others i n 
thei r canoes. One of their Chiefs , w h o had, fome t ime be­
fore, attached h i m f e l f to me, was a m o n g l l the laft w h o left 
us. H a v i n g , before he went , bel lowed upon h i m a fmal i 
prefent, I received in re turn, a bcavcr - fk in , o f m u c h greater 
value. T h i s cal led upon me to make fome addit ion to m y 
prefent, w h i c h pleafed h i m fo m u c h , that he infil led upon 
m y acceptance of the beaver-fkin c loak w h i c h he then 
w o r e ; and o f w h i c h I k n e w he was par t icu lar ly fond. 
S t ruck w i t h this inflance of gcncrofity, and defirous that he 
m o u l d be no fulferer by his fr iendfhip to me, I prefented to 
h i m a n e w broad-fword, w i t h a brafs h i l t ; the pollefl ion o f 
w h i c h made h i m complete ly happy. H e , and alfo m a n y 
others o f his coun t rymen , impor tuned us m u c h to pay 
them another v i f i t ; and, by wa y of encouragement , pro­
mised to lay i n a good flock of fkins. 1 make no doubt, 
that whoever comes after me to this place, w i l l f ind the na-
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tives prepared accordingly , w i t h no inconfiderable fupp ly 
o f an article o f trade, w h i c h , they cou ld obferve, we were 
eager to poffcfs ; and w h i c h w e found cou ld be purchafed 
to great advantage. 

S u c h part iculars about the country , and its inhabitants, as 
came to our knowledge , d u r i n g ou r fhort flay, and have 
not been ment ioned i n the courfe o f the narrative, w i l l fu r ­
n i fh materials for the two f o l l o w i n g Chapters. 
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C H A P . II. 

The Name of the Sound, and Directions for failing into it. 
Account of the adjacent Country—Weather.—Climate. 
—Trees.—Other vegetable Productions.—Quadrupeds, 
whofe Skins were brought for Sale.—Sea Animals.— 
Defcription of a Sea Otter,—Birds.—Water Fowl.— 
Fifh—Shell-fifj, &>c—Reptiles.—Infe&s.—Stones, &c. 
—Perfons of the Inhabita?tts.—Their Colour.—Common 
Drefs and Ornaments.—Occafonal Dreffes, and mon-

Jlrous Decorations of wooden Majks.—Their general Dif-
poft ions.—Songs.—Mufical Inftruments.—Their Eager-
nefs to pojfefs Iron and other Metals. 

ON m y a r r iva l i n this inlet , I had honoured it w i t h the 
name o f K i n g George 's Sound ; but I afterward found , 

that it is cal led N o o t k a by the natives. T h e entrance is f i tu-
ated i n the Eai t corner o f Hope Bay, i n the lati tude of 490 33' 
N o r t h , and i n the longi tude of 233* 12' Eafl . T h e Eafl coafl 
o f that bay, a l l the w a y f rom Breakers Point to the entrance 
o f the Sound, is covered by a cha in o f funken rocks, that 
feemed to extend fome diflance f rom the fhore ; and, near 
the Sound, are fome iflands and rocks above water. 

W e enter this Sound between two r o c k y points, that l ie 
Eaf l South Eafl , and W c f l Nor th W e l l f rom each other, dif-
tant between three and four mi les . W i t h i n thefe points 
the Sound widens confiderably, and extends i n , to the N o r t h ­
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ward , four leagues at lcafl , exclufivc o f the feveral branches T7?8-
A p r i l . 

toward its bot tom, the te rmina t ion o f w h i c h we had not an v » 
oppor tun i ty to afcertain. Cut , f r o m the c i rcumflance o f 
finding that the water frefhencd wThere our boats croifed 
their entrance, it is probable that they had almofl; reached 
its u tmof l l i m i t s . A n d this probabi l i ty is increafed by the 
h i l l s that bounded it toward the l and , b e i n g covered w i t h 
th i ck fnow, w h e n thofe toward the fea, or where w c lay, had 
not a fpeck r e m a i n i n g o n them ; t hough , i n general , they 
were m u c h h igher . In the midd le o f the Sound arc a n u m ­
ber o f iflands o f various fizes. But the chart or fketch o f 
the Sound, here annexed, t h o u g h it has no pretenftons to 
accuracy, w i l l , w i t h a l l its imperfect ions , convey a better 
idea o f thefe i l lands, and o f the figure, and the extent o f 
the Sound, than any wr i t t en defcript ion. T h e depth o f 
water i n the midd le o f the Sound, and even clofe home to 
fome parts o f its fhore, is f r o m forty-feven to ninety f a ­
thoms, and perhaps more. T h e harbours , and a n c h o r i n g -
places w i t h i n its c i rcui t , are numerous ; but we had no 
t ime to furvey them. T h e cove i n w h i c h our fli ips lay is on 
the Eafl fide o f the Sound, and on the Eaf l fide o f the largefl 
o f the iflands. It is covered f r o m the fea, but has l i t t le elfe 
to r ecommend it, be ing expofed to the South Eaf l w inds , 
w h i c h we found to blow, w i t h great violence ; and the de-
variat ion they m a k e fometimes, was apparent i n m a n y 
places. 

T h e l and border ing upon the fea-coafl is o f a m i d d l i n g 
height and l eve l ; but w i t h i n the Sound, i t r i les a lmofl every 
where into flecp h i l l s , w h i c h agree i n their general f o r m ­
at ion, end ing i n round or b lunted tops, w i t h fome fharp, 
t hough not very prominent , ridges on their fides. Some o f 
thefe h i l i a may be reckoned h i g h , w h i l e others o f t h e m 
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jJ77.̂ - are o f a very moderate h e i g h t ; but even the highcft are e n ­
t i re ly covered to their tops w i t h the thickeft woods ; as w e l l 
as every flat part toward the fea. There are fometimes fpots 
u p o n the fides o f fome o f the h i l l s w h i c h are bare; but they 
are few, i n compar i fon o f the whole , t hough they fufh> 
eiently point out the general r o c k y difpofition o f thefe h i l l s . 
P roper ly fpeaking, they have no foil u p o n them, except a 
k i n d o f compofl , produced f rom rotten mofTes and trees, o f 
the dep th o f two feet or more . T h e i r foundations are, 
therefore, to be confidered as n o t h i n g more than f lupendous 
rocks , o f a w h i t i f h or grey eafl, where they have been 
expofed to the weather ; but , w h e n b roken , they appeared 
to be o f a b luc i fh grey colour , l i k e that univer fa l fort w h i c h 
were found at Kergue lcn ' s L a n d . T h e r o c k y fhores are a 
cont inued mafs o f t h i s ; and the l i t t le coves, i n the Sound , 
have beaches compofed o f fragments o f it, w i t h a few other 
pebbles. A l l thefe coves are furn i fhed w i t h a great q u a n ­
t i ty o f fa l len wood l y i n g i n them, w h i c h is carried i n by 
the tide ; and w i t h r i l l s o f frefh water, fufheient for the ufe 
a fhip, w h i c h feem to be fupplied entirely f rom the rains 
and fogs that hover about the tops o f the h i l l s . For f ew 
ipr ings can be expected i n fo r o c k y a country , and the frefl i 
water found farther u p the Sound, m o l l probably arofe 
f r o m the m e l t i n g of the f n o w ; there be ing no room to fuf-
pecf, that any large r iver falls into the Sound, either f r o m 
i l rangers c o m i n g d o w n it, or f rom any other circumftancei 
T h e water o f thefe r i l l s is perfectly clear, and diffolvea foap 
eafily. 

T h e weather, d u r i n g our flay, correfponded pretty near ly 
w i t h that w h i c h we had experienced off the coafl. That is, 
w h e n the w i n d was any where between Nor th and W e l l , 
the weather was fine and c l ea r ; but i f to the Southward o f 
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Weft, hazy w i t h ra in . T h e cl imate, as far as we had any 
experience o f it, is inf ini te ly m i l d e r than that on the Eaft 
coaft o f A m e r i c a , under the fame para l le l of latitude. T h e 
m e r c u r y i n the thermometer never, even i n the n ight , f e l l 
l ower than 4s 0; and very often, i n the day, it rofe to 6o°. 
N o fuch t h i n g as froft was perceived i n any o f the l o w 
g r o u n d ; on the contrary, vegetation had made a confider­
able progrefs ; for I met w i t h grafs that was already above 
a foot l ong . 

T h e trees w h i c h chiefly compofe the woods, are the C a ­
nadian pine, whi te cyprefs, cyprcjfut tbyoidesy the w i l d pine, 
w i t h two or three other forts o f pine lefs c o m m o n . T h e 
two firft make u p almofl: two thirds o f the w h o l e ; and, at 
a diflance, m i g h t be mif taken for the fame tree; as they 
bo th r u n up into pointed fp i re- l ike tops; but they are cafily 
dif t inguifhed o n c o m i n g nearer, f r o m their c o l o u r ; the 
cyprefs b e i n g o f a m u c h paler green, or fhade, than the 
other. T h e trees, i n general , g r o w w i t h great v igour , and 
are a l l o f a large fize. 

There is but l i t t le variety o f other vegetable productions, 
t hough , doubtlefs, feveral h a d not yet fprung up at the 
early feafon w h e n we vifited the p l ace ; and m a n y more 
m i g h t be h i d f r o m the n a r r o w fphere o f our refearches. 
A b o u t the rocks , and verge o f the woods, w c found ftraw-
berry-plants , fome rafberry, currant , and goofebcrry bufhes; 
w h i c h were a l l i n a moft f lour i fh ing ftate ; w i t h a few fma l l 
b lack alder-trees. The re arc, l i k e wife, a fpecies o f fow-
thif t le ; goofe-grafs; fome crow's-foot, w h i c h has a very 
fine c r imfon f lower ; and two forts o f anthcricum; one w i t h 
a large orange flower, and the other w i t h a blue one. W e 
alfo found , i n thefe i i tuat ions, fome w i l d rofc-bufhes, w h i c h 
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were juft b u d d i n g ; a great quant i ty o f y o u n g leeks, w i t h 
t r i angula r leaves ; a f m a l l fort o f g ra fs ; and fome water -
creffes, w h i c h g r o w about the fides o f the r i l l s ; befides 
great abundance o f andromeda. W i t h i n the woods, befides 
two forts o f unde rwood fhrubs u n k n o w n to us, are moffes 
and ferns. O f the firfl o f w h i c h , are feven or e ight d i f ­
ferent forts j o f the laft, not above three or f o u r ; and the 
fpecies o f both, are moft ly fuch as are c o m m o n to Europe and 
A m e r i c a . 

A s the feafon o f the year was unfavourable to ou r g a i n ­
i n g m u c h knowledge o f the vegetable productions o f this 
count ry , fo our o w n fituation w h i l e there, put it out o f ou r 
power to learn m u c h about its an ima l s . For as the want 
o f water made it neceffary that we fhou ld enter the Sound 
at firft, the unforcfcen accidents w h i c h happened after­
ward , t hough they lengthened ou r flay, were rather u n ­
favourable to our ob t a in ing any knowledge o f this k i n d . 
T h e emergency o f the cafe required , that every perfon 
fhou ld be conftantly employed i n the neceffary bufinefs o f 
the fhips, w h i c h was the capital object ; as the feafon was 
advancing very fa l l , and the fuccefs o f the voyage depended 
u p o n their d i l igence and alacri ty i n expedi t ing the var ious 
tafks afl igned to them. Hence it happened, that cxcurfions 
o f every k i n d , either on the land , or by water, were never 
attempted. A n d as we lay i n a cove on an if land, no other 
an imals were ever feen alive i n the woods there, than two 
or three racoons, mar t ins , and fquirrels . Befides thefe, fome 
o f our people w h o , one day, landed on the continent, near 
the South Eaft fide o f the entrance o f the Sound, obferved 
the pr ints o f a bear's feet near the fhore. T h e account, 
therefore, that we can give o f the quadrupeds, is taken 
f r o m the fkins w h i c h the natives brought to f e l l ; and thefe 
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were often fo mut i l a t ed w i t h refpect to the d im 'ngu i fh ing 
parts, fuch as the paws, tai ls , and heads, that i t was i m -
poifible even to guefs at the an imals to w h o m they b e l o n g ­
ed ; t h o u g h others were fo perfect, or , at lead , fo w e l l 
k n o w n , that they left no r o o m to doubt about them. 

O f thefe the mof l c o m m o n were bears, deer, foxes, and 
wolves . T h e bear-fkins were i n great numbers ; few o f 
them very large ; but, i n general , o f a m i n i n g b lack co­
lou r . T h e deer-fkins were fcarcer, and they feem to be­
l o n g to that fort ca l led the fal low-deer by the hif lor ians o f 
C a r o l i n a ; t h o u g h M r . Pennant t h inks it quite a d i f ­
ferent fpecies f r o m ours , and diftinguifhes i t by the 
name o f V i r g i n i a n deer *. T h e foxes are i n great p l e n ­
ty, and o f feveral varieties ' ; fome o f their fkins b e i n g 
quite y e l l o w , w i t h a b lack t ip to the t a i l ; others o f a deep 
or r edd i lh y e l l o w , in t e rmixed w i t h b lack ; and a th i rd fort 
o f a w h i t i f h grey or afh-colour, alfo in te rmixed w i t h 
b lack . O u r people ufed to apply the name o f fox o r 
w o l f i nd i fc r imina te ly , w h e n the fkins were fo mut i l a ted as 
to leave r o o m for a doubt. But wc got, at laf l , an entire 
w o l f ' s fk in w i t h the head on ; and it was grey. Befides 
the c o m m o n fort o f mar t in , the p ine -mar t in is alfo here ; 
and another, whofe f k i n is o f a l ighter b r o w n colour than 
either, w i t h coarfer h a i r ; but is not fo c o m m o n , and is , 
perhaps, on ly a mere variety ar i f ing f r o m age, or fome other 
accidental c i rcumflance . T h e e rmine is alfo found at this 
p lace ; but is rare and f m a l l ; nor is the ha i r r e m a r k a b l y 
fine, t h o u g h the a n i m a l appeared to be perfectly wh i t e , 
except an i n c h or more at the t ip o f the ta i l . T h e racoons 
and fquirrels are o f the c o m m o n for t ; but the latter is r a ­
ther fmal ler than ours, and has a deeper r u i l y co lour r u n ­
n i n g a long the back. 

* Sec Virginian deer; Pennant's Hilt. Quad, Vol, i. N°46 ; and Arftic Zool. N 5 6 . 
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W e were clear as to the cxif lcnce o f a l l the animals a l ­
ready ment ioned ; but there are two others, befides, w h i c h 
we cou ld not d i f t inguifh w i t h fufficient certainty. O f the 
firft o f thefe we faw none of the fkins , but what were 
dreffed or tanned l i k e leather. T h e natives wear t h e m o n 
fome occafions; and, f r o m the fize as w e l l as thicknefs , 
they were genera l ly concluded to be long to the eilr, o r 
moufc -dee r ; t hough fome of them perhaps m i g h t be long 
to the buffalo. T h e other a n i m a l , w h i c h feems by no 
means rare, was g u c i l c d to be a fpecies o f the w i l d cat or 
lynx. T h e l eng th of the fk ins , w i thou t the head, w h i c h 
none o f them had, wTas about two feet two inches. T h e y 
are covered w i t h a very fine w o o l or fur, o f a very l i g h t 
b r o w n or wh i t i fh ye l low colour, in te rmixed w i t h l o n g hairs , 
w h i c h on the back, where they are fhorteft, are b l a c k i f h ; 
on the fides, where they are longer , o f a filver w h i t e ; and o n 
the be l ly , where they are longeft, o f the colour o f the w o o l ; 
bu t the wh i t i fh , or filver hairs , are often fo predominant , 
that the who le a n i m a l acquires a eaft o f that k i n d . T h e ta i l 
is on ly three inches long , and has a b lack tip. T h e who le 
fk in be ing , by the natives, cal led ivanjhee; that, moft pro­
bably , is their name for this a n i m a l . H o g s , dogs, and 
goats, have not as yet found their way to this place. N o r 
do the natives feem to have any knowledge o f our b r o w n 
rats, to w h i c h , w h e n they faw them on board the f l i ips , 
they appl ied the name they give to fquirrels . A n d t h o u g h 
they cal led our goats evicctla, this, moft probably , is their 
name for a y o u n g deer or f awn . 

T h e fea an imals fecn off the coaft, were whales , por-
poifes, and feals. T h e laft o f thefe feem on ly of the c o m ­
m o n fort, j u d g i n g f rom the fkins w h i c h we faw here ; their 
colour be ing either f i lver ly , y e l l o w i f l i , p l a in , or fpotted, w i t h 
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black . T h e porpoife is the phocena. I have chofen to refer 
to this clafs the fea-otter, as l i v i n g mol t ly i n the water . It 
m i g h t have been fufficient to have ment ioned, that this 
a n i m a l abounds here, as it is f u l l y defcribed i n different 
books, taken f r o m the accounts o f the Ruffian adventurers 
i n their expeditions Eaf lwafd f rom Kamt fcha tka , i f there had 
not been a f m a l l difference i n one that we faw. W e , for 
fome t ime, entertained doubts, whether the m a n y fkins 
w h i c h the natives brought , real ly belonged to this a n i m a l ; as 
our on ly rcafon for be ing of that op in ion , was founded o n 
the fize, colour , and fmcnefs of the fur-, t i l l a fhort w h i l e 
before our departure, w h e n a whole one, that had been j u f l 
k i l l e d , was purchafed f rom fome flrangers w h o came to 
bar ter ; and o f this M r . Webber made a d r awing . It was 
rather y o u n g , w e i g h i n g o n l y twenty-five pounds ; o f a 
m i n i n g or gloffy b l ack colour ; but many o f the hairs be ing 
tipt w i t h whi te , gave it a greyi fh ca l l at firfl fight. T h e face, 
throat, and breaft were o f a ye l lowi fh whi te , or very l i g h t 
b r o w n colour, w h i c h , i n m a n y of the fkins, extended the 
whole l eng th of the be l ly . It had fix cu t t ing teeth i n each 
j a w ; two o f thofe o f the lower j a w be ing very minu te , and 
placed wi thou t , at the bale of the two midd le ones. In 
thefe circumftances, it feems to difagree w i t h thofe found 
by the Ruffians ; and alfo i n not h a v i n g the outer toes o f 
the h i n d feet fkirted w i t h a membrane . There feemed alfo 
a greater variety i n the colour o f the. fkins, than is m e n ­
tioned by the defcribcrs o f the Ruffian fea-otters. Thefe 
changes of colour cer ta in ly take place at the different gra^ 
dations o f l i fe . T h e very y o u n g ones had b r o w n ha i r , 
w h i c h was coarfe, w i t h very little fur underneath ; but thofe 
o f the fize o f the entire a n i m a l , w h i c h came into our pof-
feffion, and juft defcribed, had a confiderable quant i ty o f 

that , 



that fubflance ; and both i n that colour and ftate the fea-
otters feem to r ema in , t i l l they have attained their f u l l 
g r o w t h . After that, they lofe the b lack colour, and af lume 
a deep b r o w n or footy c o l o u r ; but have then a greater 
quant i ty o f very fine fur , and fcarcely any l o n g hairs . 
Others, w h i c h we fufpected to be ftill older, were o f a 
chefnut b r o w n ; and a f ew fkins were feen that had even 
acquired a perfectly y e l l o w colour . T h e fu r o f thefe a n i ­
ma l s , as ment ioned i n the Ruffian accounts, is cer ta inly 
fofter and finer than that o f any others we k n o w of ; and, 
therefore, the difcovery o f this part o f the continent o f 
N o r t h A m e r i c a , where fo valuable an article o f commerce 
m a y be met w i t h , cannot be a matter o f indifference *. 

Bi rds , i n general , are not on ly rare as to the different 
fpecies, but very fcarce as to n u m b e r s ; and thefe few are 
fo fhy, that, i n a l l p robabi l i ty , they are con t inua l ly h a -
raffed by the natives j perhaps to eat t hem as food, cer ta inly 
to get poffeflion o f their feathers, w h i c h they ufe as o rna ­
ments. Thofe w h i c h frequent the woods, are crows and 
ravens, not at a l l different f r o m our E n g l i f h ones ; a b lue i fh 
j ay or m a g p i e ; c o m m o n wrens , w h i c h are the on ly r ing­
i n g b i r d that we hea rd ; the Canad ian , or m i g r a t i n g thrufh ; 
a n d a confiderable n u m b e r o f b r o w n eagles, w i t h wh i t e 
heads and t a i l s ; w h i c h , t hough they feem p r inc ipa l l y to 
frequent the coaft, come in to the Sound i n bad weather, 
and fometimes perch upon the trees. A m o n g f l fome other 
b i rds , o f w h i c h the natives ei ther b rought fragments, or 
dr ied fkins , we cou ld d i f t inguifh a fma l l fpecies o f h a w k ; 
a h e r o n ; and the alcyon, or large-crefted A m e r i c a n k i n g -

* Mr. Coxe, on the authority of Mr, Pallas, informs us, that the old and middle-
aged fea-otters fkins are fold, at Kiachta, by the Ruffians, to the Chinefe, from 80 to 
100 rubles a (kin; that i i , from 16I. to 201. each. See Goxfs Ruffian DifcQveries, p. 13. 
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fifher. The re are alfo fome, w h i c h , I believe, are not m e n - '77B-
r 1 Apri l . 

t ioncd, or at leaft vary, very confiderably, f r o m the accounts * — v — / 
g iven o f them by any writers w h o have treated profefledly 
o n this part o f natura l h i f lo ry . T h e two firft o f thefe arc 
fpecies o f wood-peckers . One lefs than a thrufh, of a b l ack 
co lour above, w i t h whi te fpots on the w i n g s , a c r i m fori 
head, neck and breaft, and a y c l l o w i f h ol ive-coloured b e l l y ; 
f r o m w h i c h laft c ircumftancc it m igh t , perhaps, not i m ­
proper ly be cal led the ye l low-be l l i ed wood-pecker . T h e 
other is a larger, and m u c h more elegant b i rd , o f a du fky 
b r o w n colour , on the upper parr, r i c h l y waved w i t h b lack , 
except about the h e a d ; the be l ly o f a reddifh eaft, w i t h 
round b lack fpots; a b lack fpot on the breaft; and the u n ­
der- fide o f the w i n g s and tail o f a p l a in fcarlet colour , 
t hough b lack i fh above ; w i t h a c r imfon ftreak r u n n i n g 
f r o m the angle o f the mou th , a l i t t le d o w n the neck on each 
fide. T h e th i rd and four th , are a fma l l b i r d o f the f inch 
k i n d , about the fize o f a l innet , o f a dark dufky colour , 
w h i t i f h below, w i t h a b lack head and neck, and wh i t e b i l l ; 
and a fand-pipcr, o f the fize o f a f m a l l pigeon, o f a du fky 
b r o w n colour, and whi te be low, except the throat and breaft, 
w i t h a broad wh i t e band acrofs the w i n g s . T h e r e are alfo 
h u m m i n g - b i r d s ; w h i c h yet feem to differ f r o m the n u ­
merous forts o f this delicate a n i m a l already k n o w n , unlefs 
they be a mere variety o f the t roe hi!us colubris o f Linnams. 
Thefe, perhaps, inhabi t more to the Southward , and fpread 
N o r t h w a r d as the feafon advances ; becaufe we faw none at 
firft, though , near the t ime o f our departure, the natives 
brought them to the fhips i n great numbers . 

T h e birds w h i c h frequent the waters and the fhores, are 
not more numerous than the others. The quebrantahueflbs, 
gu l l s , and mags were fecn off the coaft; and the two laft 
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alfo frequent the Sound. T h e y are o f the c o m m o n forts; 
the ihags b e i n g ou r cormorant or water-crow. W e faw two 
forts o f w i l d - d u c k s ; one black, w i t h a whi te head, w h i c h 
were i n confiderable flocks ; the other whi te , w i t h a red b i l l , 
b u t o f a larger fize ; and the greater lummt, or diver, found 
i n o u r nor thern countries. There were alfo feen, once o r 
twice, fome fwans f ly ing acrofs the Sound to the N o r t h w a r d ; 
h u t we k n e w n o t h i n g o f their haunts . O n the fhores, be­
fides the fand-piper, defcribed above, we found another, 
about the fize o f a l a rk , w h i c h bears a great affinity to the 
bu r r e ; and a plover differ ing very l i t t le f r o m our c o m m o n 
fea-lark. 

F i f h arc more p len t i fu l i n quant i ty than birds, t h o u g h 
the variety is not very g rea t ; and yet, f r o m feveral c i r c u m -
flances, it is probable, that even the variety is confiderably 
increafed at certain feafons. T h e p r inc ipa l forts, w h i c h w c 
f o u n d i n great numbers , are the c o m m o n he r r ing , bu t 
fcarcely exceeding feven inches i n l e n g t h ; a fmal lc r fort, 
w h i c h i s the fame w i t h the anchovy, or fardine, t h o u g h 
rather l a r g e r ; a whi te , or f i lver-coloured bream, and a n ­
other o f a go ld -b rown colour , w i t h m a n y nar row l o n g i t u ­
d i n a l b lue flripes. T h e her r ings and fardines, doubtlefs, 
come i n large fhoals, and on ly at flated feafons, as is c o m ­
m o n w i t h that fort o f fifh. T h e bream, o f bo th forts, m a y 
be reckoned the next to thefe i n q u a n t i t y ; and the f u l l 
g r o w n ones w e i g h e d , at leaft, a pound . T h e other fifh, 
w h i c h are a l l fcarce, are a fma l l b r o w n k i n d o f fcnlpin, fuch 
as is found on the coafl o f N o r w a y ; another o f a b r o w n i f h 
red ea f l ; f rof l - f i fh ; a large one, fomewhat r e fembl ing the 
bu l l -head , w i t h a tough fk in , deflitute o f fcales; and n o w 
and then, toward the t ime o f our l eav ing the Sound, the 
natives b rought a fma l l b rowni fh cod, fpotted w i t h wh i t e ; 
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and a red fifh o f the fame fize, w h i c h fome o f our people "778 
r A p r i l . 

faid they had feen i n the Straits o f M a g e l l a n \ befides an -
other dif fer ing l i t t le f r o m the hake . There are alfo conft-

- derable numbers o f thofe fifh cal led the cb'wKene, or l i t t le fea 
wolves, by fome ; w h i c h is a - k i n to, and about the fize of, 
the pezegalloy or e lcphant-f i lh . Sharks , l i kewi fe , fometimes 
frequent the S o u n d ; for the natives have fome o f their teeth 
i n their poffelfion ; and we faw fome pieces of, ray, or fcate, 
w h i c h feemed to have been pretty large. T h e other m a r i n e 
an imals that ought to be ment ioned here, are a f m a l l c r u -
Ciated medufa, or b l u b b e r ; ftar-fifh, w h i c h differ fomewhat 
f r o m the c o m m o n ones; two f m a l l forts o f c rabs ; and two 
others, w h i c h the natives b rough t ; one o f them of a th ick , 
tough, gelat inous confiftcnce; and the other a fort o f m e m ­
branaceous tube or pipe, both w h i c h are probably taken f r o m 
the rocks. A n d we , alfo, purchafed f rom them, once, a very 
large cuttle-fifh. 

T h e r e is abundance o f large mufcles about the rocks ; 
m a n y fea-ears ; and we often faw fhells o f pretty large 
p l a in charnt* T h e fmaller forts are fome trochi o f two fpecies; 
a cur ious murex\ r ugged w i l k s ; and a f n a i l ; a l l w h i c h are, 
probably , pecul iar to this p l ace ; at lead I do not recollect 
to have feen them i n any count ry near the fame latitude, i n 
either hemifphere. The re are, befides thefe, fome f m a l l 
p l a in cockles, l impets ; and fome ftrangers, w h o came in to 
the Sound, wore necklaces o f a fma l l b l u i f h volute, or pana-
mat. M a n y o f the mufcles are a fpan i n l e n g t h ; and fome 
h a v i n g pretty large pearls ; w h i c h , however , are both badly 
fhaped and coloured. W e m a y conclude, that there is red 
coral i n the Sound, o r f o m e w h e r c u p o n the coaft; fome th i ck 
pieces, or branches, h a v i n g been feen i n the canoes o f the 
natives. 
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T h e o n l y an imals o f the reptile k i n d obferved here, and 
f o u n d i n the woods, were b r o w n fnakes two feet l o n g , w i t h 
w h i t i f h flripes o n the back and fides ; w h i c h are harmlefs , 
as we often faw the natives carry t hem alive i n their hands; 
and b rowni fh water- l izards , w i t h a ta i l exactly l i k e that 
o f an eel, w h i c h frequented the f m a l l Hand ing pools about 
the rocks . 

T h e infect tribe feem to be more numerous . F o r t hough 
the feafon, w h i c h is pecu l ia r ly fitted to their appear ing 
abroad was on ly b e g i n n i n g , we faw four or five different 
forts o f butterflies, none o f w h i c h were u n c o m m o n ; a good 
m a n y h u m b l e - b e e s ; fome o f o u r c o m m o n goofeberry 
moths ; two or three forts o f flies ; a f ew beetles ; and fome 
mufqui toes , w h i c h , probably , m a y be more numerous and 
t roublcfome i n a count ry fo f u l l o f wood , d u r i n g the 
S u m m e r , t h o u g h at this t ime they d i d l i t t le mi fch ie f . 

A s to the m i n e r a l fubflances i n this country , t h o u g h we 
found both i ron and copper here, there is l i t t le reafon to be­
l ieve that either o f t hem be long to the place. Ne i the r 
were the ores o f any meta l feen, i f we except a coarfe, red* 
earthy, or ochry fubflance, ufed by the natives i n paint ­
i n g thcmfelves, w h i c h probably m a y conta in a l i t t le 
i r o n ; w i t h a whi te and a b l ack p igmen t ufed for the fame 
purpofe. But we d id not procure fpecimens o f them, and 
therefore cannot pofitively determine wha t are their compo­
nent parts. 

Befides the flone or r ock that conflitutes the moun ta ins 
and mores, w h i c h fometimes contains pieces of very coarfe 
quartz, we found , amongf l the natives things made o f a 
hard b lack granite, t h o u g h not r emarkab ly compact or fine 
g r a i n e d ; a g rey i fh whetflone ;. the c o m m o n o i l flone o f o u r 
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carpenters, i n coarfer and finer pieces; and' fome b lack 
bits w h i c h are litt le infer ior to the hone-flone. T h e natives 
alfo ufe the tranfparcnt leafy glimmer, or Mu fco v y glafs ; 
a b r o w n leafy or ma r t i a l for t ; and they, fometimes, 
b rought to us pieces o f rock-cryf ta l , tolerably tranfparenr. 
T h e two firft are, probably, found near the fpot, as they 
feemed to be i n confiderable quant i t i es ; but the latter feems 
to be brought f r o m a greater diflance, or is very fcarce ; for 
ou r vifiters a lways parted w i t h it re luctant ly . Some o f the 
pieces were octangular , and had the appearance o f b e i n g 
formed into that fhape by art. 

T h e perfons o f the natives are, i n general , under the 
c o m m o n ftature ; but not flender i n propor t ion, be ing c o m ­
m o n l y pretty f u l l or p l u m p , t h o u g h not mufcu l a r . Nei ther 
doth the foft flefhinefs feem ever to fwe l l in to co rpu lence ; 
a n d m a n y o f the older people are rather fpare, or lean. T h e 
vifage o f mof l o f t hem is r ound and f u l l ; and fometimes, 
alfo, broad, w i t h h i g h prominent cheeks ; and, above thefe, 
the face is f requendy m u c h depreffed, or feems fa l l en i n 
qui te acrofs between the temples ; the nofe alfo flattening at 
its bafe, w i t h pretty w ide nof l r i l s , and a rounded point. . 
T h e forehead rather l o w ; the eyes f m a l l , b lack , and rather 
l a n g u i f h i n g than f p a r k l i n g ; the m o u t h round , w i t h large 
r o u n d th i ck i fh l i p s ; the teeth tolerably equal and w e l l fet, 
but not r emarkab ly wh i t e . T h e y have either no beards at 
a l l , w h i c h was mof l c o m m o n l y the cafe, or a fma l l t h in one 
u p o n the point o f the c h i n ; w h i c h does not arife f rom any 
na tura l defect o f hai r o n that part, but f r o m p l u c k i n g it out 
more or l e f s ; for fome o f them, and par t icu lar ly the o l d 
m e n , have not o n l y confiderable beards a l l over the 
c h i n , but whifkers, or muf tachios ; both on the upper 
l i p , and r u n n i n g f r o m thence toward the l ower j a w ob­
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•77*- l i que ly d o w n w a r d * . T h e i r eye-brows are alfo fcanty, and 
t — y - ^ » a lways n a r r o w ; but the ha i r o f the head is i n great a b u n ­

dance, very coarfe and f l r o n g ; and, wi thou t a fmgle excep* 

* One of the mofl: curious fmgularitics obfervable in the natural hiftory of the hu­
man fpecies, is the fuppofed defect in the habit and temperature of the bodies of the 
American Indians, exemplified in their having no beards, while they are furniflied with 
a profufion of hair on their heads. M . de Paw, the ingenious author of Recberches 
fur Us Amtrkains j D r . Robcrtfon, in his Hijhry of America \ and, in general, the 

writers for whole authority we ought to have the higheft deference, adopt this as an 
indifputablc matter of fact. May we not be permitted to requcft thofe who efpoufc 
their fentiments, to reconfider the queftion, when we can produce Captain Cook's 
evidence on the oppolitc fide, at leaft fo far as relates to the American tribe, whom he 
had intercourfe with at Nootka ? Nor is Captain Cook finguiar in his report. What 
he faw on the fea coaft, Captain Carver aJfo met with amongfl: the American Indians 
far up in the country. His words arc as follow: " F r o m minute inquiries, and a 
" curious infpection, I am able to declare (however refpectable I may hold the autho-
" rity of thefe Hiftorians in other points), that their aflertions are erroneous, and pro* 
" cceding from a want of a thorough knowledge of the cuftoms of the Indians. After 
" the age of puberty, their bodies, in their natural ftate, are covered in the fame man-
'* ner as thofe of the Europeans. The men, indeed, eftcem a beard very unbecoming, 
'* and take great pains to get rid of i t ; nor is there any ever to be perceived on their 
N faces, except when they grow old, and become inattentive to appearances.—The 
** NaudowefTes, and the remote nations, pluck them out with bent pieces of hard 
** wood, formed into a kind of nippers ; whilft thofe who have communication 
*< with Europeans, procure from them wire, which they twift into a fcrew or worm ; 
" applying this to the part, they prefs the rings together, and with a fudden {witch 
** draw out all the hairs that are inclofed in them." Carver's Travels, p. 22JU 225. 
T h e remark made by M r . Marfden, who alfo quotes Carver, is worth attending to, 
that the vizor or mafk of Montezuma's armour, preferved at BrufTcls, has remarkably 
large whifkers ; and that thofe Americans could not have imitated this ornament, unlefs 
nature had prefented them with the model. From Captain Cook's obfervation on the 
Weft coaft of North America, combined with Carver's in the inland parts of that con­
tinent, and confirmed by the Mexican Vizor as above, there feems abundant renfon to 
agree with M r . Marfden, who thus modeflly expreffes himfelf: " Were it not for the 

numerous and very refpectable authorities, from which we are afliited that the na-
" tives of America are naturally beardlefs, I fhould think that the common opinion 
" on that fubject had been haftijy adopted ; and that their appearing thus at a mature 
6* age, was only the confequence of an early practice, ilmilar to that obferved among 
*< the Sumatrans. Even now, I mull confefs, that it would remove fome fmall degree 
« of doubt from my mind, could it be afceruined that no fuch cuftorn prevails," 
Marfden'1! Hiflory of Sumatra, p. 39, 40. 
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t ion , b lack, flraight, and l ank , or h a n g i n g d o w n over the x 77?-

fl ioulders. T h e neck is fhort j the arms and body have no 
par t icular m a r k o f beauty or elegance i n their format ion , 
but are rather c lumfy ; and the l i m b s , i n a l l , are very f m a l l 
i n propor t ion to the other parts, and crooked, or i l l made, 
w i t h large feet badly fhaped, and projecting ankles . T h i s 
lafl defect feems, i n a great meafure, to arife f rom their 
i i i t i n g fo m u c h on their hams or knees, both i n their canoes 
and houfes. 

T h e i r co lour we could never pofitively determine, as their 
bodies were incrufled w i t h paint and d i r t ; though , i n par­
t icu la r cafes, w h e n thefe were w e l l rubbed off, the whitenefs 
o f the f k i n appeared a lmof l to equal that o f E u r o p e a n s ; 
t h o u g h rather o f that pale effete eafl w h i c h diftinguifhes 
thofe o f our Southern nations. T h e i r ch i ld ren , whofc fkins 
had never been flained w i t h paint, alfo equal led ours i n 
whitenefs . D u r i n g their you th , fome o f t h e m have no dif-
agreeablc look, i f compared to the general i ty o f the peop le ; 
but this feems to be ent i re ly o w i n g to the par t icular a n i m a ­
t ion at tending that period of l i f e ; for, after a t ta in ing a cer­
tain age, there is ha rd ly any di f l inc t ion . U p o n the who le , 
a very remarkable famenefs feems to characterize the coun­
tenances of the w h o l e nat ion j a d u l l ph legmat ic want o f 
cxprcf l ion , w i t h very l i t t le var ia t ion, b e i n g f l rongly m a r k e d 
i n a l l o f them. 

T h e w o m e n are near ly o f the fame fize, colour , and f o r m , 
w i t h the m e n ; f rom w h o m it is not eafy to d i f l i n g u i l h 
them, as they poffefs no na tura l delicacies fufficient to r e n ­
der their perfons agreeable; and ha rd ly any one was feen, 
even amongft thofe w h o were i n the pr ime of l i f e , w h o h a d 
the leai l pretenfions to be cal led hand fome. 
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*77*< T h e i r c o m m o n drefs is a flaxen garment , or mant le , o r -
i——t namented o n the upper edge by a na r row f l r ip o f fur, and, 

at the lower edge, by fringes or taflels. It pafles under the 
left a r m , and is tied over the r igh t fhoulder, by a f i r ing be­
fore, a n d one beh ind , near its m idd le ; by w h i c h means 
both arms are left free ; and it hangs evenly, cover ing the 
left fide, but l eav ing the r igh t open, except f r o m the loofe 
part o f the edges f a l l i n g upon it, unlefs w h e n the mant le is 
faflened by a g i rd le (of coarfe ma t t ing or wool len) round the 
wa i f l , w h i c h is often done. Over this, w h i c h reaches be low 
the knees, is w o r n a fma l l c loak o f the fame fubflance, l i k e -
wi fe f r inged at the lower part. In fhape this refembles a 
r o u n d d i f l i cover, be ing quite clofe, except i n the m i d d l e , 
where there is a hole j u f l large e nough to admi t the head ; 
and then, reft ing upon the fhoulders, it covers the arms to 
the elbows, and the body as far as the wai f l . T h e i r head is 
covered w i t h a cap, o f the figure o f a truncated cone, or l i k e 
a flower-pot, made o f fine ma t t i ng , h a v i n g the top f requent ly 
ornamented w i t h a round or pointed knob , or b u n c h of lea­
thern taffels ; and there is a f i r i n g that panes under the c h i n , 
to prevent its b l o w i n g off. 

Befides the above drefs, w h i c h is c o m m o n to both fexes, 
the m e n frequently th row over their other garments the fk in 
o f a bear, wol f , or fea-otter, w i t h the hai r ou tward , and tie 
it, as a/cloak, near the upper part, w e a r i n g it fometimes 
before, and fometimes behind. In ra iny weather, they 
th row a coarfe mat about their moulders . T h e y have alfo 
wool len garments, w h i c h , however, are l i t t le i n ufe. T h e 
ha i r is c o m m o n l y w o r n , h a n g i n g d o w n loofe; but fome, 
w h e n they have no c-ip, tie it i n a b u n c h on the c rown o f 
the head. T h e i r drefs, upon the whole , is convenient , a n d 
w o u l d by no means be inelegant, were it kept clean. Bu t 
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as they rub their bodies confbn t ly over w i t h a red paint, of 
a clayey or coarfe ochry fubftancc, mixed w i t h o i l , their 
garments , by this means, contract a rancid offcnfive f a i c l l , 
and a greafy nai l inefs . So that they m a k e a very wretched 
d i r ty appearance; and what is f l i l l worfe, their heads and 
their garments fwarm w i t h v e r m i n , w h i c h , fo depraved is 
their tafte for cleanlinefs, we ufed to fee them p ick o i l w i t h 
great compofurc , and eat. 

T h o u g h their bodies arc a lways covered w i t h red paint, 
their faces arc often flained w i t h a black, a br ighter red, or 
a whi te colour, by way o f ornament . T h e laft o f thefe gives 
t h e m a ghai t ly , d i fgu f l i ng afpect. T h e y alfo f l rcw the 
b r o w n mar t i a l mica upon the paint, w h i c h makes it gl i t ter . 
T h e ears o f m a n y o f them are perforated i n the lobe, where 
they m a k e a pretty large h o l e ; and two others h igher u p o n 
the outer edge. In thefe holes they h a n g bits o f bone ; 
qu i l l s fixed upon a leathern t h o n g ; f m a l l fhel ls ; bunches 
o f woo l l en taflels; or pieces o f th in copper, w h i c h o u r 
beads cou ld never fupplant. T h e feptum o f the nofe, i n 
many , is alfo perforated, t h rough w h i c h they draw a piece 
o f foft cord ; and others wear, at the fame place, fmal l t h i n 
pieces o f i r o n , brafs, or copper, fhaped a lmofl l i ke a horfe -
fhoe, the nar row open ing o f w h i c h receives the feptum, fo as 
that the two points m a y gent ly p inch it ; and the ornament 
thus hangs over the upper l ip . T h e r ings o f our brafs but­
tons, w h i c h they eagerly purchafed, were appropriated to 
this ufe. About their wrifts they wear bracelets or bunches 
o f whi te bug le beads, made o f a conic f l i c l ly fubda i icc ; 
bunches o f thongs, w i t h taflels; or a broad b lack f h i n i n g 
h o r n y fubflance, o f one piece. A n d about their ankles they 
alfo frequently wear m a n y folds of leathern thongs, or the 
finews o f an imals tw i l l ed to a confiderable thicknefs . 
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Thus far o f their ord inary drefs and ornaments ; but they 
have fome that feem to be ufed on ly on extraordinary occa­
fions ; either w h e n they exhibi t themfelves as ftrangers, In 
vifits o f ceremony, or w h e n they go to war . A m o n g f l the 
firfl m a y be confidered the fkins o f an imals , fuch as wolves 
or bears, t ied on i n the ufual manner , but ornamented at the 
edges w i t h broad borders o f fur, or o f the w o o l l e n f lu f f 
manufac tu red by them, ingeniouf ly w r o u g h t w i t h various 
figures. Thefe are w o r n either feparately, or over their other 
c o m m o n garments. O n fuch occafions, the mof l c o m m o n 
head-drefs is a quant i ty o f wi the , or h a l f beaten ba rk , 
wrapped about the h e a d ; w h i c h , at the fame t ime, has v a ­
r ious large feathers, par t icu lar ly thofe o f eagles, f luck i n i t , 
o r is ent irely covered, or, we m a y fay, powdered w i t h f m a l l 
white feathers. T h e face, at the fame t ime, is var iouf ly 
painted, h a v i n g its upper and lower parts o f different co­
lours , the flrokes appear ing l i k e frefh. gafhes; or it is be-
fmeared w i t h a k i n d o f ta l low, m i x e d w i t h paint, w h i c h is 
a f terward formed into a great variety o f regular figures, and 
appears l i k e carved w o r k . Sometimes, again , the ha i r is 
feparated in to fma l l parcels, w h i c h are tied at intervals o f 
about two inches, to the end, w i t h thread ; and others tie 
it together, behind, after our manner , and f l ick branches o f 
the cuprejfus thyoides i n it. T h u s dreffed, they have a t r u l y 
lavage and incongruous appearance; but this is m u c h 
heightened w h e n they affurne, wha t m a y be cal led, thei r 
monf l rous decorations. Thefe confifl of an cndlefs variety 
o f carved wooden mafks or v izors , appl ied on the face, o r 
to the upper part o f the head or forehead. Some o f thefe 
refemble h u m a n faces, furni fhed w i t h hai r , beards, and 
eye -b rows ; others, the heads o f birds , par t icu la r ly o f 
eagles and quebrantahueflbs j and m a n y , the heads o f l a n d 
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and fea-animals , fuch as wolves , deer, and porpoifes, and l77?~ 
A p r i l . 

others. But , i n general , thefe reprefentations m u c h exceed —̂— 
the na tura l f ize ; and they are painted, and often f l rewed 
•with pieces o f the foliaceous mica, w h i c h makes them g l i t ­
ter, and fervcs to augment their enormous deformi ty . T h e y 
even exceed this fometimes, and fix o n the fame part o f the 
head large pieces of carved w o r k , r e f c m b l i n g the p row o f 
a canoe, painted i n the fame manner , and project ing to a 
confiderable diflance. So fond are they o f thefe difguifes, 
that I have feen one o f them put his head into a t in kectle 
he had got f r o m us, for want o f another fort o f mafk. 
Whe the r they ufe thefe extravagant mafquerade ornaments 
on any par t icu lar re l ig ious occafion, or diverfion ; or whether 
they be put o n to in t imidate their enemies w h e n they go to 
bat t le ,by their rnonflrous appearance; or as decoys w h e n they 
go to hun t an imals , is uncer ta in . But it m a y be concluded, 
that, i f travellers or voyagers, i n an ignorant and credulous 
age, w h e n m a n y unna tu ra l or marve l lous things were fup­
pofed to exift, had feen a n u m b e r o f people decorated i n 
this manner , w i thou t b e i n g able to approach fo near as to 
be undeceived, they w o u l d readi ly have bel ieved, and, i n 
their relations, w o u l d have attempted to m a k e others be­
lieve, that there exifled a race o f beings, pa r t ak ing o f the 
nature o f m a n and b e a f l ; more cfpecial ly, w h e n , befides 
the heads o f animals on the h u m a n fhouldcrs, they m i g h t 
have feen the who le bodies o f their n icn-monf lc rs covered 
w i t h quadrupeds ' fkins '. 

T h e on l y drefs amongf l the people o f Nootka , obferved by 
us, that feems pecul ia r ly adapted to war , is a t h i c k leathern 

* The reflection in the text may furnifh the admirers of Herodotus, in particular, 

with an excellent apology for fome of his wonderful talcs of this fort. 
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mant le doubled, w h i c h , f rom its fize, appears to be the fkin. 
o f an e lk , or buffalo tanned. T h i s they fal len on , i n the 
c o m m o n manner ; and it is fo contr ived, that it m a y reach 
up , and cover the breafl quite to the throat, f a l l i ng , at the 
fame t ime, a lmof l to the heels. It is, fometimes, ingeniouf ly 
painted i n different compartments ; and is not on ly fufft-
c ient ly f l rong to refill arrows ; but, as they in fo rmed us by 
figns, even fpcars cannot pierce i t ; fo that it may be c o n -
fidered as their coat o f m a i l , or mofl complete defenfive ar­
m o u r . U p o n the fame occafion, they fometimes wear a 
k i n d o f leathern c loak, covered w i t h rows o f dr ied hoofs o f 
deer, difpofed hor i zon ta l ly , appended by leathern thongs, 
covered w i t h qu i l l s ; w h i c h , w h e n they move, m a k e a l o u d 
r a t t l i ng noife, a lmof l equa l to that o f m a n y fmal l bells. It 
feems doubtfu l , however, whether this part o f their garb, 
be intended to f l r ike terror i n war , or o n l y is to be c o n -
fidcred as be long ing to their eccentric ornaments on cere­
mon ious occafions. For we faw one o f their mufical enter­
tainments, conducted by a m a n drefled i n this fort o f c loak, 
w i t h his mafk on, and f h a k i n g his rattle. 

T h o u g h thefe people cannot be v iewed wi thou t a k i n d o f 
horror , w h e n equipped i n fuch extravagant drelTcs, yet, 
w h e n diverted of them, and beheld i n their c o m m o n habi t 
and actions, they have not the leafl appearance of ferocity 
i n their countenances ; and feem, on the contrary, as ob­
ferved already, to be o f a quiet, ph legmat ic , and inactive 
difpofition ; deflitute, i n fome meafure, o f that degree o f 
an imat ion and v ivac i ty that w o u l d render' t h e m agreeable 
as i'ocial beings. I f they are not rcferved, they are far f r o m 
b e i n g loquacious ; but their gravi ty is, perhaps, rather a 
confequence o f the difpofition j u f l ment ioned, than of any 
convic t ion o f its propriety, or the effect o f any par t icular 
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mode o f education. For, even i n the greateft paroxyfms o f j£7|j 

their rage, they feem unable to exprefs it fufl iciently, either <—v—J 
w i t h w a r m t h o f language, or f igni l icancy of geftures. 

T h e i r orations, w h i c h are made either w h e n engaged irf 
any altercation or difputc, or to expla in their fentiments pub­
l i c l y on other occafions, feem little more than fhort fentences, 
or rather (ingle words, forc ib ly repeated, and conflantly i n 
one tone and degree o f f l rcngth, accompanied on ly w i t h a 
fingle gcflure, w h i c h they ufe at every fentence, j e r k i n g 
their who le body a litt le forward , by bend ing the knees, 
their arms h a n g i n g d o w n by their fides at the fame t ime. 

T h o u g h there be but too m u c h reafon, f rom their b r i n g ­
i n g to fale h u m a n fkul l s and bones, to infer that they treat 
their enemies w i t h a degree of bru ta l cruel ty , this c i r c u m -
ftance rather marks a general agreement o f character w i t h 
that of almofl: every tribe o f u n c i v i l i z e d man, i n every age, 
and in every part o f the glohe, than that they arc to be re­
proached w i t h any charge of pecul iar i n h u m a n i t y . W c 
had no reafon to judge unfavourab ly of their difpofition i n 
this refpect. T h e y feem to be a docile, courteous, g o o d -
natured people ; but notwi ths tanding the predominant 
p h l e g m o f their tempers, q u i c k in re len t ing what they look 
upon as an injury ; and, l i k e m o d other pallionare people, as-
foon forgetting it. I never found that thefe fits o f paflion 
went farther than the parties immed ia t e ly concerned ; the 
fpectators not t roub l ing themfelvcs about the quar re l , whe ­
ther it was w i t h any of us, or amongfl: their o w n body ; 
and preferving as m u c h indifference as i f they had not . 
k n o w n any t h i n g about it. I have often feen one o f t h e m 
rave and fcold, wi thou t any o f his coun t rymen p a y i n g the 
lead attention to his ag i t a t ion ; and w h e n none o f us cou ld 

7 trace 



trace the caufe > or the object o f his difplcafure. In fuch 
cafes they never difcovcr the leaft f y m p t o m o f t imid i ty , 
bu t feem determined, at a l l events, t o ' p u n i f h the infu l t . 
For , even w i t h refpect to us, they never appeared to be u n ­
der the leaft apprchcnf ion o f our fuperiori ty ; but w h e n any 
difference happened, were j u d as ready to avenge the w r o n g , 
as amongrt thcmfclves . 

T h e i r other paffions, especially their curiofi ty, appear i n 
fome meafure to l ie dormant . For few expreffed any defire 
to fee or examine things w h o l l y u n k n o w n to them ; and 
w h i c h , to thofe t ru ly pollened o f that pafhon, w o u l d have 
appeared af tonif l i ing. T h e y were a lways contented to pro­
cure the articles they k n e w and wanted, r egard ing every 
t h i n g elfc w i t h great indifference ; nor d id our perfons, ap­
pare l , and manners, fo different f r o m their o w n , or even the 
extraordinary fize and condruc t ion of ou r f l i ips , feem to ex­
cite admira t ion , or even engage attention. 

One caufe o f this m a y be their indolence, w h i c h feems 
confiderable. But , on the other hand , they are cer ta inly 
not w h o l l y unfufccpt iblc of the tender paflions ; i f we m a y 
judge f r o m their b e i n g fo fond of mufic , w h i c h is m o d l y 
o f the grave or ferious, but t ru ly pathetic fort. T h e y keep 
the exacted concert i n their fongs, w h i c h are often fung by 
great numbers together, as thofe already mentioned, w i t h 
w h i c h they ufed to entertain us i n their canoes. Thefe arc 
genera l ly flow and fo l emn; but the mufic is not o f that con ­
fined fort found a m o n g l l many rude nations ; for the v a r i ­
ations arc very numerous and exprci l ive, and the cadence or 
melody power fu l ly foothing. Befides their f u l l concerts, 
fonncts of the fame grave cad were f requent ly fung by 
tingle performers, w h o keep t ime by d r i k i n g the hand 
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againft the t h igh . Howeve r , the mufic was fometimes va ­
r ied, f rom its predominant fo lemni ty o f air j and there were 
inftances o f flanzas be ing fung i n a more gay and l i v e l y 
ftrain, and even w i t h a degree o f h u m o u r . 

T h e on ly inftruments o f mufic ( if fuch they may be called) 
w h i c h I faw amongfl; them, were a rat t le; and a fma l i whiff le , 
about an inch l ong , incapable o f any var ia t ion, f rom hav­
i n g but one hole. T h e y ufe the rattle w h e n they fine ; but 
u p o n what occafions they ufe the w h i l l l c I k n o w not, unlefs 
it be w h e n they drefs themfclves l i k e par t icular an imals , 
and endeavour to imitate their h o w l or cry . I once faw 
one o f them dreffed i n a w o l f ' s fk in , w i t h the head over his 
o w n , and i m i t a t i n g that a n i m a l by m a k i n g a fqueak ing 
noife w i t h one o f thefe whiffles, w h i c h he had i n his m o u t h . 
T h e rattles are, for the moft part, made i n the fhape o f a 
b i rd , w i t h a few pebbles i n the be l ly and the tai l is the 
handle . T h e y have others, however , that bear rather more 
refemblance to a ch i ld ' s rattle. » 

In t raf f icking w i t h us, fome o f them w o u l d betray a 
k n a v i f h difpofition, and carry off our goods wi thou t m a k i n g 
any re turn . But , i n general , it was otherwife $ and we h a d 
abundant reafon to c o m m e n d the fairnefs o f their conduci:. 
Howeve r , their cagcrnefs to poilefs i ron and brafs, and, i n ­
deed, any k i n d of metal , was fo great, that few o f t h e m 
cou ld refill the temptation to i leal it, whenever an opportu­
n i ty offered. T h e inhabi tants o f the South Sea Iflands, as 
appears f r o m a variety c f inftances i n the courfe o f this 
voyage, rather than be idle , w o u l d i lea l any t h i n g that they 
cou ld lay their hands upon , w i t h o u t ever confidering, w h e ­
ther it could be o f ufe to them or no, The novelty o f the 
object, w i t h them, was a fufUcient motive for their endea­
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jtif* v o u r i n g , by any indirect means, to get poftcflion o f i t ; 
^—i ,— t w h i c h marked that, in fuch cafes, they were rather actuated 

by a c h i l d i l h curiofuy, than by a difhoncft difpofition, re-
gardlcfs o f the modes o f f u p p l y i n g real wants. T h e i n h a ­
bitants o f Noo tka , w h o invaded our property, cannot have 
fuch apology made for them. T h e y were thieves i n the 
ftrkteft fenfe o f the w o r d ; for they pi lfered no th ing f rom 
us, but what they k n e w could be converted to the purpofes 
of private u t i l i ty , and had a real value according to their 
eftimation o f things. A n d it was l u c k y for us, that no th ing 
was thought valuable by them, but the finglc articles of our 
mecals. L i n e n , and fuch l i k e things, were perfectly fc-
cure f r o m their depredations ; and we could fafely leave 
t h e m h a n g i n g out afhore a l l n ight , w i thou t w a t c h i n g . T h e 
fame pr inc ip le w h i c h prompted our Noo tka friends to p i l fer 
f r o m us, it was natural to fuppofe, w o u l d produce a f imi la r 
conduct i n their intercourfe w i t h each other. A n d , ac­
cord ing ly , we had abundant reafon to believe, that dea l i ng 
is m u c h practifed amongf l them ; and that it chiefly gives 
rife to their q u a r r e l s ; o f w h i c h wc l aw more than one i n ­
ftance. 
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C H A P . 111. 
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Manner of building the Houfes in Nootka Sound.—Infide 
of them defcribed.—Furniture and Utenfls.—Wooden 
Images.—Employments of the Men.—Of the Women.— 
Food, animal and vegetable.—Matifier of preparing it* 
—Weapons.—Manufactures a?id mecha?tic Arts.— 
Carving and Painting.—Canoes.—Implements for fijhhig 
a?id hunting,—Iron Tools.—Manner of procuring that 
Metal.—Remarks on their Language, and a Specimen 
of it.—Afrononiical and nautical Obfervations made in 
Nootka Sound. 

T H E t w o towns o r v i l lages , mentioned i n the courfe 
o f m y Journa l , feem to be the on ly inhabi ted parts 

o f the Sound. T h e n u m b e r o f inhabitants i n both m i g h t 
be pretty exactly computed f r o m the canoes that were about 
the fl i ips the fecond day after o u r a r r iva l . T h e y amounted 
to about a h u n d r e d ; w h i c h , at a very moderate a l lowance , 
m u f l , u p o n an average, have he ld five perfons each. B u t 
as there were fcarcely any w o m e n , very o ld men , ch i ld ren , 
o r youths amongf l them at that t ime, I t h ink it w i l l rather 
be r a t ing the n u m b e r o f the inhabitants o f the two towns 
too low, i f we fuppofe they cou ld be lefs than four times the 
n u m b e r of our vifi ters; that is, two thoufand i n the whole . 

T h e v i l l age at the entrance o f the Sound flands on the 
fide o f a r i f ing g r o u n d , w h i c h has a pretty flecp afcent 
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f rom the beach to the verge of the wood, i n w h i c h fpacc It 
is fituated. 

T h e houfes are difpofed i n three ranges or rows, r i f ing 
g radua l ly beh ind each o the r ; the large ft be ing that i n 
front, and the others lefs ; befides a few ftraggling, or fingle 
ones, at each end. Thefe ranges are interrupted or dis join­
ed at i r regu la r diftances, by na r row paths, or lanes, that 
pafs u p w a r d ; but thofe w h i c h r u n i n the direct ion o f the 
houfes, between the rows, are m u c h broader. T h o u g h 
there be fome appearance o f regular i ty i n this difpofition, 
there is none i n the fingle houfes ; for each o f the divifions, 
made by the paths, m a y be confidered either as one houfe, 
or as m a n y ; there be ing no regula r or complete repara­
t ion, either wi thou t or w i t h i n , to d i f l ingu i fh them by. T h e y 
are bu i l t o f very l o n g and broad p lanks *, re f l ing upon the 
edges o f each other, fattened or tied by wi thes o f pine 
bark , here and there ; and have o n l y f lcndcr potts, or r a ­
ther poles, at confiderable diftances, on the outfide, to 
w h i c h they alfo are tied but w i t h i n arc fome la rger poles 
placed aflant. T h e height o f the fides and ends o f thefe 
habitations, is feven or eight feet; but the back part is a 
l i t t le h igher , by w h i c h means the p lanks , that compofc the 
roof, flant forward , and are l a id on loofe, fo as to be moved 
about j either to be put clofe, to exclude the r a i n ; or, i n fa i r 
weather, to be feparated, to let i n the l igh t , and carry out 
the fmoke. T h e y arc, however , upon the who le , miferable 
d w e l l i n g s , and conf l ruclcd w i t h l i t t le care or ingenu i ty . 
For , t hough the fide-planks be made to fit pretty clofely i n 

* The habitations of the natives, more to the Nor:h upon this coaft, where 
Behring'speople landed in 1741, feem to refemble thofe of Nootka. Mullcr defcribes 
them thus: Ces cabanes ctoient de bois revctu de planches bien unies, & memo en-

chantrees en cjudques endroits." Muller, Dmuvertes, p. 255. 
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fome places, i n others they are quite open ; and there arc 
n o regular doors into them ; the on ly way o f entrance be ing —-——' 
either by a hole, where the unequa l length of the p lanks 
has accidental ly left an open ing ; or, i n fome cafes, the 
p lanks are made to pafs a litt le beyond each other, or over­
lap , about two feet a funder ; and the entrance is i n this 
fpacc. There are alfo holes, or w indows , i n the fides o f the 
houfes to look out a t ; but wi thou t any regula r i ty o f fhape 
o r difpofition ; and thefe have bits o f mat h u n g before 
them, to prevent the ra in ge t t ing i n . 

O n the infide, one may frequent ly fee f rom one end to 
the other o f thefe ranges o f b u i l d i n g wi thout in te r rupt ion . . 
For t hough , i n general , there be the rudiments , or rather 
veftiges, o f fcparations on each fide, for the accommodat ion 
o f different fami l ies , they are fuch as do not intercept the 
f i g h t ; and often confift o f no more than pieces o f p lank , 
r u n n i n g f rom the fide toward the midd le o f the houfe ; fo 
that, i f they were complete, the who le m i g h t be compared 
to a l o n g l iable , w i t h a double range of flails, and a broad 
paifagc i n the midd le . Clofe to the fides, i n each o f thefe 
parts, is a l i t t le bench o f boards, raifed five or fix inches 
h ighe r than the refl o f the floor, and covered w i t h mats, o n 
w h i c h the f a m i l y fit and flcep. Thefe benches arc c o m m o n ­
l y feven or eight feet l ong , and four or five broad. In the 
m i d d l e o f the floor, between them, is the fire-place, w h i c h 
has neither hearth nor c h i m n e y . In one houfe, w h i c h was 
i n the end of a midd le range, a lmof l qui te feparated f r o m 
the refl by a h i g h clofe part i t ion, and the mofl regular , as to 
defign, o f any that I faw, there were four o f thefe benches; 
each of w h i c h held a fingle f a m i l y , at a corner, but w i t h ­
out any feparation by boards ; and the midd le part o f the 
houfe appeared c o m m o n to them a l l . 
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T h e i r furn i ture confifts chiefly o f a great n u m b e r o f 
chefls and boxes o f a l l fizes, w h i c h are genera l ly p i l ed 
u p o n each other, clofe to the fides or ends o f the houfe ; 
and contain their fpare garments, fkins , mafks, and other 
th ings w h i c h they fet a va lue upon . Some o f thefe are 
double , or one covers the other as a l i d ; others have a l i d 
fa l iened w i t h t h o n g s ; and fome o f the very large ones 
have a fquare hole , or fcuttle, cut i n the upper pa r t ; b y 
w h i c h the things are put i n and taken out. T h e y are of ten 
painted b lack , ftudded w i t h the teeth o f different an imals , 
or carved w i t h a k i n d o f frecze-work, and figures o f birds 
or an ima l s , as decorations. T h e i r other domeftic utenfils-
are moft ly fquare and o b l o n g pails or buckets to h o l d 
water and other t h i n g s ; round wooden cups and b o w l s ; 
and fma l l m a l l o w wooden t roughs, about two feet l o n g , 
out o f w h i c h they eat their f o o d ; and bafkets o f twigs , 
bags o f ma t t ing , &c. T h e i r f i fh ing implements , and other 
th ings alfo, l ie or h a n g u p i n different parts o f the houfe, 
but wi thout the leaft order; fo that the who le is a complete 
fcene o f confufion ; and the on ly places that do not partake 
o f this confufion are the i leeping-benches, that have no ­
t h i n g on t h e m but the m a t s ; w h i c h are alfo cleaner, or o f 
a finer fort, than thofe they c o m m o n l y have to fit on i n their 
boats. 

T h e naftinefs and flench o f their houfes are, however, at 
leaft equa l to the confufion. For, as they d r y their fifh 
w i t h i n doors, they alfo gut them there, w h i c h , w i t h their 
bones and fragments t h r o w n d o w n at meals , and the addi­
t ion o f other forts o f f i l th , l ie every where i n heaps, and 
are, I believe, never carried away, t i l l it becomes t rouble-
fome, f rom their fize, to w a l k over them. In a w o r d , their 
houfes are as fil thy as hog-ft ies; every t h i n g i n and about 
them ( l i n k i n g o f fifh, t ra in-o i l , and fmoke. 
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But , amidf l a l l the fil th and confufion that are found i n the 
houfes, m a n y o f t h e m are decorated w i t h images. Thefe 
are no th ing more than the t runks o f very large trees, four 
or five feet h i g h , fet u p f i n g l y , or by pairs, at the upper end 
o f the apartment, w i t h the front carved into a h u m a n face ; 
the arms and hands cut out upon the fides, and var iouf ly 
pa in ted ; fo that the whole is a t ru ly monflrous figure. T h e 
general name o f thefe images is Klumma\ and the names o f 
two par t icular ones, w h i c h flood abreaff o f each other, three 
or four feet afunder, i n one o f the houfes, were Natchkoa 
and Matfceta. M r . Webber 's v iew o f the infide o f a N o o t k a 
-houfe, i n w h i c h thefe images are reprefented, w i l l convey a 
more perfect idea o f them than any defcription. A mat, by 
w a y o f cur ta in , for the mofl part h u n g before them, w h i c h 
the natives were not w i l l i n g , at a l l t imes, to remove \ and 
w h e n they d id u n v e i l them, they feemed to fpeak o f t h e m 
i n a very myfler ious manner . It fhould feem that they are, 
at t imes, accuflomed to m a k e offerings to them j i f we can 
d r a w this inference f r o m their def i r ing us, as we interpreted 
their figns, to give fometh ing to thefe images, w h e n they 
d rew afide the mats that covered them *. It was na tura l , 

f r o m 

* It fhould feem, that Mr. Webber was obliged to repeat his offerings pretty fre­
quently, before he could be permitted to fiaiifh his drawing of thefe images. The fol­
lowing account is in his own words : M After having made a general view of their 
•* habitations, I fought for an infide, which might furnifh me with fufficient matter 
" to convey a perfect idea of the mode in which thefe people live. Such was foon 
*4 found. While I was employed, a man approached me with a large knife in his 
•* hand, feemingly difpleafed, when he obferved that my eyes were fixed on two repre-
*' fentations of human figures, which were placed at one end of the apartment, carv-
M ed on planks, of a gigantic proportion, and painted after their cuftorn. However, 
*' I took as little notice of him as po/fible, and proceeded; to prevent which, he foon 
" provided himfelf with a mat, and placed it in fuch a manner as to hinder my having 
'* any longer a fight of them. Being pretty certain that I could have no future op-
** portunity to finifh my drawing, and the object being too intcrefting to be omitted, 
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f rom thefe circumflances, for us to t h ink that they were r c -
prefenta'tives o f their gods, or fymbols o f fome re l ig ious or 
fupcr l l i t ious object: and yet we had proofs o f the l i t t le real 
c i l i m a t i o n they were in ; for w i t h a fmal l quant i ty of i ron or 
brafs, I cou ld have purchafed a l l the gods ( i f their images 
were fuch) in the place. I d id not fee one that was not 
offered to m e ; and I ac tual ly got two or three o f the very 
fmallefl fort. 

T h e ch ie f employment o f the m e n feems to be that o f 
fifhing, and k i l l i n g land or fea an imals , for the fuflenance 
of their famil ies ; for we faw few o f them d o i n g any 
t h i n g i n the houfes ; whereas the w o m e n were occupied i n 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g their flaxen or woo l l en garments, and i n 
p repar ing the fardines for d r y i n g ; w h i c h they alfo carry up 
f r o m the beach i n twig-bafkets , after the m e n have b rought 
t h e m i n their canoes. T h e w o m e n are alfo fent i n the 
f m a l l canoes to gather mufcles , and other fhe l l - f i fh ; and 
perhaps on fome other occafions; for they manage thefe 
w i t h as m u c h dexterity as the m e n ; who , w h e n i n the ca­
noes w i t h them, feem to pay l i t t le attention to their fex, by 
offering to relieve them f rom the labour o f the paddle; nor, 
indeed, do they treat them w i t h any par t icular refpect. or 
tendcrnefs i n other fituations. T h e y o u n g men appeared to 
be the mof l indolent or idle fet in this c o m m u n i t y ; for they 
were either fi t t ing about, i n fcattercd companies, to bafk 

** I confulered that a little bribery might probably have fome cft'eft. Accordingly I 
*' made an offer of a button from my coat, which, being of metal, I thought they 
1 1 would be pleafed with. This, inftanfly, produced the defrred efTect. For the mat 
f was removed, and I was left at liberty to proceed us before. Scarcely had I feated 
•" myfelf, and made a beginning, when he returned and renewed his former practice, 
** continuing it till I had parted with every fingle button ; and when he fayy that he 
.** had completely ilripped me, I met with no further obftruclion." 
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ihcmfe lvcs i n the f u n ; or lay w a l l o w i n g i n the fand u p o n J77s-
April. 

the beach, l i k e a number o f hogs, for the fame purpofe, ' «—+ 
wi thou t any cover ing . But this difregard o f decency was 
confined to the m e n . T h e w o m e n were a lways proper ly 
clothed, and behaved w i t h the u tmof l p rop r i e ty ; j u f l l y de­
fending a l l commenda t ion , for a bafhfulnefs and modefty 
b e c o m i n g their f ex ; but more mer i tor ious i n them, as the 
m e n feem to have no fenfe o f fhame. Ic is impoffible, h o w ­
ever, that we fhould have been able to obferve the exact 
mode of their domeftic l ife and employments , f r o m a fingle 
vifit (as the firft was quite tranfitory) o f a few hours . For i t 
m a y be cafily fuppofed, that, on fuch an occafion, moft o f 
the labour o f a l l the inhabitants o f the v i l l age w o u l d ceafe 
u p o n our a r r iva l , and an in ter rupt ion be g iven even to the 
ufua l manne r o f appear ing i n their houfes, d u r i n g their 
more remifs or fociable hours, w h e n left to themfelvcs. 
W e were m u c h better enabled to fo rm fome judgmen t of their 
difpofition, and, i n fome meafure, even o f their method o f 
l i v i n g , f rom the frequent vifits fo many of them paid us at 
our fhips, i n their canoes ; in w h i c h , it fhould feem, they 
fpend a great deal o f t ime, at leaft i n the f u m m c r feafon. 
For we obferved that they not on ly eat and deep frequent ly 
i n them, but ftrip off their clothes, and lay t h e m fe Ives a long 
to bafk i n the fun, i n the fame manner as we had feen 
practifed at their v i l l age . T h e i r canoes o f the larger fort, 
arc, indeed, fufi iciently fpacious for that purpofe, and p e r ­
fectly dry ; fo that, under f l i cker of a fk in , they are, except 
i n ra iny weather, m u c h more comfortable habitations than 
their houfes. 

T h o u g h their food, ftrictly fpcaking, m a y be faid<to con-
fid o f every t h i n g a n i m a l or vegetable that they can procure, 
the quant i ty o f the latter hears an exceedingly fmal l propor­
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t ion to that o f the former . T h e i r greateft rel iance feems to 
be u p o n the fea, as affording fifh, mufcles, and fmal ler 
fhell-f ifh, and fea-animals. O f the firft, the p r inc ipa l are 
her r ings and fardines; the two fpecies o f b ream fo rmer ly 
m e n t i o n e d ; and f m a l l cod. But the her r ings and fardines 
are not o n l y eaten frefh, i n their feafon, but l i k e w i f e ferve 
as ftores, w h i c h , after b e i n g dr ied and fmoked , are pre­
ferved by b e i n g fewed u p i n mats, fo as to f o r m large bales, 
three or four feet fquare. It feems that the herr ings alfo 
fupply them w i t h another g rand refource for f o o d ; w h i c h 
is a vaft quant i ty o f roe, very e u r i o u i l y prepared. It is 
f l rewed upon , or, as it were , incruftated about, f m a l l 
branches o f the Canadian pine . T h e y alfo prepare it upon 
a l o n g na r row fea-grafs, w h i c h grows p l en t i fu l l y u p o n the 
rocks, under water. T h i s caviare, i f i t m a y be fo cal led, 
is kept i n bafkets or bags o f mat, and ufed occafionally, be­
i n g firft d ipped i n water . It m a y be confidered as the w i n ­
ter bread o f thefe people, and has no difagreeable taflc. 
T h e y alfo eat the roe o f fome other fifh, w h i c h , f r o m the 
fize o f its gra ins , m u f l be very l a rge ; but it has a r anc id 
tafte and f m c l l . It does not appear that they prepare any 
other fifh i n this manner , to preferve them for any l eng th o f 
t ime. For though they fplit and d ry a few o f the bream and 
chhmr<e, w h i c h are pretty p l e n t i f u l ; they do not fmoke t h e m 
as the her r ings and fardines. 

T h e next article, on w h i c h they feem to depend for a large 
propor t ion o f their food, is the large m u f c l e ; great a b u n d ­
ance o f w h i c h are found i n the Sound. Thefe are roafled 
i n their fhells, then f luck u p o n l o n g wooden fkewers, and 
taken off occafionally as w a n t e d ; b e i n g eat w i thou t any 
other preparation, t hough they often dip them i n o i l , as a 
fauce. T h e other mar ine product ions, fuch as the fmal le r 
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mel l - f i fh , t h o u g h they contribute to increafe the general j 7 7 8 . 

f lock, are by no means to be l ooked u p o n as a H a n d i n g or 1 <' 

mate r i a l art icle o f their food, w h e n compared to thofe juft 
men t ioned . 

O f the fea-animals , the moft c o m m o n that we faw i n ufe 
amongf l them, as food, is the porpoife ; the fat or r i n d o f 
w h i c h , as w e l l as the flefh, they cut i n large pieces, a n d 
h a v i n g dried them, as they do the her r ings , eat t h e m w i t h ­
out any farther preparat ion. T h e y alfo prepare a fort o f 
b ro th f r o m this a n i m a l , i n its frefh flate, i n a f ingula r m a n ­
ner, pu t t i ng pieces o f it i n a fquare wooden veffel or bucket , 
w i t h water, and then t h r o w i n g heated ftones into it. T h i s 
operat ion they repeat t i l l they t h i n k the contents are fuff lci-
en t ly ftewed or Teethed. T h e y put i n the frefh, and take 
out the other ftones, w i t h a cleft f l i ck , w h i c h ferves as 
tongs ; the veffel be ing a lways placed near the fire, for that 
purpofe *'. T h i s is a pretty c o m m o n d i fh a m o n g f l t h e m ; 
and, f r o m its appearance, feems to be f l rong, n o u r i f h -
i n g food. T h e o i l w h i c h they procure f r o m thefe 
and other fea-animals , is alfo ufed by t h e m i n great 
quan t i t i e s ; bo th fupp ing it alone, w i t h a large fcoop 
or fpoon, made o f h o r n ; or m i x i n g it w i t h other food, 
as fauce. 

It m a y alfo be prefumed that they feed upon other 
fea-animals , fuch as feals, fea-otters, and w h a l e s ; not o n l y 
f r o m the fkins o f the two firft b e i n g frequent amongf l 
t hem, but f r o m the great n u m b e r o f implements , o f 
a l l forts, intended to deftroy thefe different a n i m a l s ; 

* T h i s operation is reprefcnted by M r . W e b b e r , i n his drawing of the infide of au 
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w h i c h c lear ly points out their dependence u p o n t h e m ; 
t h o u g h perhaps they do not catch t h e m i n great p len ty 
at a l l feafons; w h i c h feemed to be the cafe w h i l e we l a y 
there, as no great n u m b e r o f frefl i fkins, or pieces o f the 
flefh, were feen. 

T h e fame m i g h t , perhaps, be faid o f the land-an imals , 
w h i c h , t h o u g h doubtlefs the natives fometimes k i l l them, 
appeared to be fcarce at this t ime ; as we d i d not fee a.fingle 
piece o f the flefli b e long ing to any o f t h e m ; and t h o u g h 
their fkins be i n tolerable plenty, it is probable that m a n y 
o f thefe are procured by traffic f r o m other tribes. U p o n 
the who le , it feems p la in , f r o m a variety o f circumftances, 
that thefe people procure a lmof l a l l their a n i m a l food f r o m 
the fea, i f we except a few birds, o f w h i c h the gu l l s or 
fca - fowl , w h i c h they flioot w i t h their arrows, arc the mof l 
mater ia l . 

A s the Canad ian pine-branches and fca-grafs, on w h i c h 
the fifh roc is ftrewed, m a y be confidercd as their on ly w i n ­
ter-vegetables ; fo, as the fpr ing advances, they m a k e ufe 
o f fevcral others as they come i n feafon. T h e mofl c o m ­
m o n of thefe, w h i c h we obferved, were two forts o f l i l i a ­
ceous roots, one f imply tunicateel, the other granula ted 
u p o n its furface, cal led mahkatte and koohquoppa, w h i c h have 
a m i l d fweetifli taflc, and are m u c i l a g i n o u s , and eaten raw. 
T h e next, w h i c h they have i n great quanti t ies , is a root 
cal led aheita, r e fembl ing , i n tafle, ou r l i q u o r i c e ; and a n ­
other fern root, whofe leaves were not yet difclofed. T h e y 
alfo eat, raw, another fma l l , fweet i f l i , inf ipid root, about 
the thicknefs o f farfaparilla \ but we were ignorant o f the 
plant to w h i c h it be longs ; and alfo o f another root, w h i c h 
is very large and palmated, w h i c h we faw them d i g up near 
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the v i l l age , and afterward eat it. It is alfo probable that 1 

, 1 A p r i l . 

as the feafon advances, they have m a n y others, w h i c h we v.— 
d id not fee. For t hough there be no appearance o f cultivat­
i o n amongf l them, there are great quanti t ies o f alder, 
goofeberry and currant bu l l i es , whofe fruits they m a y cat 
i n their na tura l flate, as we have feen t h e m cat the leaves o f 
the l ad , and o f the l i l i es , j u f l as they were p l u c k e d f r o m 
the plant. It mu l t , however, be obferved, that one of the 
condi t ions w h i c h they feem to require , i n a l l food, is, that 
it fhould be o f the b l and or lefs acr id k i n d ; for they w o u l d 
not eat the leek or gar l i c , t hough they brought va i l q u a n ­
tities to fe l l , w h e n they underftood we were fond of i t . 
Indeed, they fecmed to have no r c l i f l i for any o f our food ;• 
and w h e n offered fpir i tuous l iquors , they rejected t h e m as 
fome th ing unna tu ra l and d i fgu f l i ng to the palate. 

T h o u g h they fometimes eat fma l l mar ine*animals , i n 
thei r frefh flate, raw, it is their c o m m o n practice to roaft 
or b ro i l their f o o d ; for they are qui te ignorant o f o u r m e ­
thod of b o i l i n g ; unlefs w c a l l o w that o f p repar ing thei r 
porpoife broth is f u c h ; and, indeed, their veflels b e i n g a l l 
o f wood , are quite infufficient for this purpofe. 

T h e i r manne r o f eat ing is exactly confonant to the naf l i -
nefs o f their houfes and perfons ; for the t roughs and p l a t ­
ters, i n w h i c h they put their food, appear never to have 
been wafhed f rom the t ime they were firft made, and the 
dir ty remains o f a fo rmer m e a l are on ly fweeped away b y 
the fucceeding one. T h e y alfo tear every t h i n g fol id , or 
tough, to pieces, w i t h their hands and teeth ; for t h o u g h 
they m a k e ufe of their kn ives to cut off the larger, portions, 
they have not, as yet, thought o f r educ ing thefe to fmal le r 
pieces and mouth fu l s , by the fame means, t h o u g h o b v i -
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o u i l y more convenient and c leanly . B u t they feem to have 
no idea o f cleanlinefs for they eat the roots w h i c h they d i g 
f r o m the g round , w i thou t fo m u c h as m a k i n g off the fo i l 
that adheres to them. 

W e are uncer ta in i f they have any fet t ime for m e a l s ; 
for we have feen t h e m eat at a l l hours , i n their canoes. 
A n d yet, f r o m feeing feveral mefles o f the porpoife b ro th 
prepar ing toward noon, w h e n w e vifited the v i l l age , I 
fhou ld fufpeff, that they m a k e a p r i n c i p a l m e a l about that 
t i m e . 

T h e i r weapons are bows and arrows, f l ings, fpears, fhort 
t runcheons o f bone, fomewhat l i k e the patoo patoo o f N e w Zea­
l a n d , and a fma l l p ick-axe, not u n l i k e the c o m m o n A m e r i c a n 
tomahawk. T h e fpear has genera l ly a l o n g point , made o f 
bone. Some of the arrows are pointed w i t h i r o n ; but mof l 
c o m m o n l y thei r points were o f indented bone. T h e toma­
h a w k is a flone, fix or e igh t inches l ong , pointed at one end, 
and the other end fixed into a handle o f wood . T h i s handle 
refembles the head and neck o f the h u m a n f i g u r e ; and the 
flone is fixed i n the m o u t h , fo as to reprefent an enormouf ly 
large tongue. T o m a k e the refemblance f l i l i f lronger, h u ­
m a n ha i r is alfo fixed to it. T h i s weapon they c a l l taaweeflj, 
or tfujkeeah. T h e y have another flone weapon cal led feeaik, 
nine inches or a foot l o n g , w i t h a fquare point . 

F r o m the n u m b e r o f flone weapons, and others, w e 
m i g h t a lmof l conclude, that it is their c u f l o m to en­
gage i n clofe f i g h t ; and we h a d too c o n v i n c i n g proofs 
that their wars are both frequent and bloody, f r o m the 
vafl n u m b e r o f h u m a n fculls w h i c h they brought to 
fe l l . 

T h e i r 



T h e i r manufactures , and mechanic arts, are far more ex-
tenfive and ingenious , whether we regard the defign, or the 
execut ion, than cou ld have been expected f rom the na tu ra l 
difpofition o f the people, a n d the l i t t le progrefs that c i v i l i ­
za t ion has made amongf l t hem i n other refpects. T h e flaxen 
a n d w o o l l e n garments , w i t h w h i c h they cover thcmfelves, 
m u f l neceffarily engage their firfl care ; and are the mof l 
ma te r i a l o f thofe that can be ranked under the head of m a ­
nufactures. T h e former o f thefe are made o f the ba rk o f a 
pine-tree, beat in to a h e m p e n ftate. It is not fpun, but, af­
ter be ing proper ly prepared, is fpread u p o n a f l i ck , w h i c h 
is faflened acrofs to two others that f land upr igh t . It is dif-
p o f e d i n f u c h a manner , that the manufacturer , w h o fits o n 
her hams at this f imple mach ine , knots it acrofs w i t h fma l l 
p la i ted threads, at the diflance o f h a l f an i n c h f r o m each 
other. T h o u g h , by this method, it be not fo clofe or f i r m as 
c lo th that is woven , the bunches between the knots m a k e 
it fufficiently imperv ious to the a i r , by filling the interfaces ; 
and it has the addi t ional advantage o f be ing fofter and more 
pl iable . T h e w o o l l e n garments , t hough probably manufac ­
tured i n the fame manner , have the flrongefl refemblance 
to woven c loth . Bu t the various figures w h i c h are very ar t i ­
f ic ia l ly inferted i n them, dcflroy the fuppofition o f their be­
i n g w r o u g h t i n a l o o m ; it b e i n g extremely u n l i k e l y , that 
thefe people fhou ld be fo dexterous as to be able to f inifh 
fuch a complex w o r k , unlefs i m m e d i a t e l y by their hands. 
T h e y are o f different degrees o f finenefs ; fome r e f c m b l i n g 
our coarfefl rugs or blankets ; and others a lmofl equal to 
our finefl forts, or even fofter, and cer tainly warmer . T h e 
w o o l , o f w h i c h they are made, feems to be taken f rom dif­
ferent animals , as the fox and b r o w n lynx; the laft of w h i c h 
is by far the finefl for t ; and, i n its na tura l flate, differs 
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l i t t le f r o m the colour o f our coarfcr w o o l s ; but the ha i r , 
w i t h w h i c h the a n i m a l is alfo covered, be ing in te rmixed , its 
appearance, w h e n wrough t , is fomewhat different. T h e 
o rnamenta l parts or figures in thefe garments , w h i c h are dif-
pofed w i t h great talte, are c o m m o n l y o f a different colour , 
b e i n g dyed, chiefly, either o f a deep b r o w n , or o f a y e l l o w ; 
the laft o f w h i c h , w h e n it is new, equals the beft i n our car­
pets as to br ight ne fs. 

T o their tafte or defign i n w o r k i n g figures upon their 
garments , correfponds their fondnefs for ca rv ing , i n every 
t h i n g they m a k e of wood . N o t h i n g is w i thou t a k i n d o f 
f r eezc -work , or the figure o f fome a n i m a l upon it ; but the 
moft general reprcfentation is that o f the h u m a n face, w h i c h 
is often cut out upon birds, and the other monftrous figures 
men t ioned before; and even u p o n their ftone and their 
bone weapons. T h e genera l defign of a l l thefe th ings is 
perfectly fuflicient to convey a k n o w l e d g e o f the object they 
are in tended to repre fen t ; but the c a r v i n g is not executed 
w i t h the nicety that a dexterous artift w o u l d b e l l o w even 
u p o n an indifferent defign. T h e fame, however , cannot be 
faid o f m a n y o f the h u m a n mafks and heads ; where they 
fhew themfelvcs to be ingenious fculptors. T h e y not o n l y 
preferve, w i t h great exactnefs, the genera l character o f their 
o w n faces, but fmif l i the more minu te parts, w i t h a degree 
o f accuracy i n propor t ion, and neatnefs i n execution. T h e 
f l r ong propenfity o f this people to w o r k s o f this fort, is re­
m a r k a b l e , i n a v a i l var ie ty o f par t iculars . S m a l l whole 
h u m a n f igures ; reprefentations o f birds, fifh, and l a n d 
and fea a n i m a l s ; models o f their houfehold utenfils 
and o f their canoes, were found amongf l them i n great 
abundance. 

T h e 



T h e imi ta t ive arts b e i n g nearly a l l i ed , no wonder that, to 
their i l d l l i n w o r k i n g figures i n their garments, and carv­
i n g them i n wood , they fhould add that o f d r a w i n g them i n 
colours . W e have fometimes feen the w h o l e procefs o f their 
whale-f ifhery painted on the caps they wear. T h i s , t h o u g h 
rude ly executed, ferves, at leaft, to fhew, that t hough there 
be no appearance o f the knowledge of letters amongf l them, 
they have fome not ion o f a method o f c o m m e m o r a t i n g and 
reprcfent ing actions, i n a laft ing w a y , independent ly o f 
what m a y be recorded i n their fongs and traditions. T h e y 
have alfo other figures painted on fome o f their th ings ; but 
it is doub t fu l i f they ought to be confidercd as fymbols , that 
have certain eftablifhcd fignifications, or on ly the mere crea­
t ion o f fancy and caprice. 

T h e i r canoes are o f a f imple ftructure ; but, to appearance, 
w e l l calculated for every ufefu l purpofe. Even the larger!, 
w h i c h carry twenty people or more , arc formed o f one tree. 
M a n y of them arc forty feet l ong , feven broad, and about 
three deep. F r o m the midd le , toward each end, they be­
come g r a d u a l l y narrower , the after-part, or flern, end ing 
abrup t ly or perpendicular ly , w i t h a f m a l l k n o b on the top \ 
but the fore-part is lengthened out, f l r c t ch ing fo rward and 
u p w a r d , e n d i n g in a notched point or prow, confiderably 
h i g h e r than the fides o f the canoe, w h i c h r u n nearly in a 
flraight l ine . For the mof l part, they are wi thou t any o rna ­
m e n t ; but fome have a l i t t le c a rv ing , and are decorated by 
fet t ing feals' teeth on the fur f ace, l i k e fluds ; as is the prac­
tice on their m a i k s and weapons. A few have, fikewife, a 
k i n d o f addi t ional head or prow, l i k e a large cut -water , 
w h i c h is painted w i t h the figure o f fome a n i m a l . T h e y 
have no feats, nor any other fupporters, on the infide, than 
fevcral r ound f l icks, l i t t le th icker than a cane, placed acrofs, 
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at m i d depth. T h e y are very l i g h t , and their breadth and 
flatnefs enable t h e m to f w i m f i rmly , w i thou t a n out- r igger , 
w h i c h none o f t h e m have ; a r emarkab le d i f l inc t ion between 
the navigat ion of a l l the A m e r i c a n nations, and that o f the 
Southern parts o f the Eaft Indies, and the Iflands i n the Pa ­
cific Ocean. T h e i r paddles are f m a l l and l i g h t ; the fhape, 
i n fome meafure, r e f e m b l i n g that o f a large leaf, poin ted 
at the bot tom, broadeft i n the m i d d l e , and g radua l ly lof ing 
i t fe l f i n the {haft, the who le be ing about five feet l o n g , 
T h e y have acquired great dexterity i n m a n a g i n g thefe pad­
dles, by conflant u f e ; for fails are no part o f their art o f 
nav iga t i on . 

T h e i r imp lemen t s for fifhing and h u n t i n g , w h i c h are 
bo th ingeniouf ly contr ived, and w e l l made, are nets, hooka 
and l ines, harpoons, g igs , and an in f l rument l i k e an oar. 
T h i s laft is about twenty feet l o n g , four or five inches 
broad, and about h a l f an i n c h th ick . E a c h edge, for about 
two-thi rds o f its l eng th (the other t h i rd be ing its handle) , is 
fet w i t h fharp bone-teeth, about two inches l o n g . H e r ­
r ings and fardines, and fuch other f m a l l fifh as come i n 
fhoals, are at tacked w i t h this i n f l r u m e n t ; w h i c h is f l ruck 
in to the fhoal , and the fifh are caught c i ther upon , or be­
tween the teeth. T h e i r hooks are made o f bone and wood , 
and rather inar t i f ic ia l ly but the harpoon, w i t h w h i c h they 
ftrike the whales and leffer fea animals , fhews a great reach 
o f contr ivance. It is compofed of a piece o f bone, cut in to 
two barbs, i n w h i c h is fixed, the ova l blade o f a large 
rnufcle fhel l , i n w h i c h is the point o f the inf l rument . T o 
this is fattened about two or three fathoms o f rope ; and to 
t h r o w this harpoon, they ufe a fhaft o f about twelve or fif­
teen feet l ong , to w h i c h the l ine or rope is made f a f l ; a n d 
to one end o f w h i c h the harpoon is fixed, fo as to feparate 
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f r o m the fhaft, and leave it f loating upon the water as 
a buoy, w h e n the a n i m a l darts away w i t h the harpoon. 

W e can fay n o t h i n g as to the manner o f their ca tch ing or 
k i l l i n g l and an imals , unlefs we m a y fuppofe that they 
ihoot the fmal ler forts w i t h their arrows, and engage bears, 
or wolves and foxes, w i t h their fpears. T h e y have, i n ­
deed, feveral nets, w h i c h are probably appl ied to that pur­
pofe * ; as they frequent ly th row them over the i r heads, to 
fhew their ufe, w h e n they brought t hem to us for fale. 
T h e y alfo, fometimes, decoy animals , by cover ing thcrn-
felves w i t h a f k i n , and r u n n i n g about u p o n a l l fours, 
w h i c h they do very n i m b l y , as appeared f r o m the fpeci-
mens o f their f k i l l , w h i c h they exhibi ted to us, m a k i n g a 
k i n d o f noife or n e i g h i n g at the fame t i m e ; and, on thefe 
occafions, the mafks, or carved heads, as w e l l as the real 
dr ied heads, o f the different an imals , are put on . 

A s to the materials , o f w h i c h they m a k e their various ar­
ticles, it is to be obferved, that every t h ing o f the rope k i n d , 
is formed either f r o m thongs o f flans, and finews o f an i ­
ma l s j or f r o m the fame flaxen fubflance o f w h i c h their 
mant les are manufactured . T h e finews often appeared to 
be o f fuch a length , that it m i g h t be prefumed they c o u l d 
be o f no other a n i m a l than the whale . A n d the fame 
m a y be faid o f the bones o f w h i c h they m a k e their weapons 
already ment ioned ; fuch as their bark-bea t ing inftruments, 
the points o f their fpears, and the barbs of their harpoons. 

T h e i r great dexterity i n w o r k s o f wood, may, i n fome 
meafure, be afcribed to the afTillance they receive f rom i ron 

* One of the methods of catching the fca-ottcr, when afhore, in Kamtfchatka, is 
with nets. See Cox's Ruffian Difcoveries, p. 13, 
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\77$- tools. For, as far as we k n o w , they ufe no other ; at leaft, 
A p r i l . 

*- -w —/ we faw on ly one chiffel o f bone. A n d though , o r i g i n a l l y , 
their tools m u f l have been o f different materials, it is not 
improbab le that m a n y o f their improvements have been 
madc f incc they acquired a knowledge of that metal , w h i c h 
n o w is un iver fa l ly ufed i n their var ious wooden w o r k s . 
^The ch i f l c i and the kn i f e , are the on ly forms, as far as we 
faw, that i ron affumes amongf l them. T h e chiffel is a 
l o n g flat piece, fitted into a handle o f wood . A ftone ferves 
for a mal le t , and a piece o f fifh-fkin for a polifhcr . I have 
feen fome of thefe chiffels that were eight or ten inches l o n g , 
and three or four inches broad j but, i n general , they were 
fmal ler . T h e knives are o f various fizes ; fome very large j 
and their blades are crooked, fomewhat l i k e ou r p r u n i n g -
k n i f e ; but the edge is on the back or convex part. Moft o f 
t hem that we faw were about the breadth and thicknefs o f 
an i ron h o o p ; and their a n g u l a r f o r m m a r k s that they are 
not o f European make . P robab ly , they are imi ta t ions 
o f their o w n o r i g i n a l inftruments, ufed for the fame pu r -
pofes. T h e y fharpen thefe i ron tools upon a coarfe flate 
whe t f lonc ; and l i k e w i f c keep the who le in f l rument c o n -
ftantly br ight . 

Iron, w h i c h they cal l feekemaik, (wh ich name they alfo g ive 
to t in , and a l l whi te metals) be ing f ami l i a r to thefe people, 
it was very na tura l for us to fpcculate about the mode o f 
its be ing conveyed to them. U p o n our a r r iva l i n the Sound, 
they immedia te ly difcovered a knowledge o f traffic, and an 
inc l ina t ion for i t ; and we were convinced afterward, that 
they had not received this knowledge f rom a curfory inter­
v i e w w i t h any ftrangers ; but, f rom their method, it feemed 
to be an eftablifhed practice, o f w h i c h they were fond, and i n 
w h i c h they were alfo w e l l f k i l l c d . W i t h w h o m they carry 
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on this traffic, may perhaps admi t o f fome doubt. For 
t h o u g h w c found amongf l t h e m things doubtldfs o f E u r o ­
pean manufacture , or at leaft der ived f rom fome c i v i l i z e d 
nat ion, fuch as i ron and brafs, it, by no means, appears that 
they receive t h e m immedia t e ly f rom thefe nations. For w e 
never obferved the leaft f ign o f their h a v i n g feen fliips l i k e 
ours before, nor o f their h a v i n g traded w i t h fuch people. 
M a n y c i r cuml lanccs fervc to prove this almoft beyond a 
doubt. T h e y were earned i n their inqui r ies , by figns, o n 
our a r r iva l , i f we meant to fettle amongl t them ; and i f w e 
came as f r iends : f i gn i fy ing , at the fame t ime, that they 
gave the wood and water freely, f rom fr iendfhip. T h i s not 
o n l y proves, that they confidered the place as ent irely their 
property, wi thou t fear ing any fuper io r i ty ; but the i n q u i r y 
w o u l d have been an unna tu ra l one, on a fuppofition that 
any fliips had been here before; had trafficked, and fuppl ied 
themfelvcs w i t h w o o d and w a t e r ; and had then depar ted; 
for, i n that cafe, they m i g h t reafonably expect we w o u l d 
do the fame. T h e y , indeed, cxprcflcd no marks o f fu r -
pr ize at feeing ou r f l i ips . But this, as I obferved before, 
m a y be impu ted to their na tura l indolence o f temper, and 
want o f curiofi ty. N o r were they even ftartlcd at the report 
o f a m u f q u e t ; t i l l , one day, upon their endeavour ing to 
make us fenfiblc, that their arrows and fpears could not 
penetrate the hide-dreffes, one o f our gent lemen mot a muf­
quet ba l l t h rough one o f them, folded fix times. A t this they 
were fo m u c h daggered, that they p la in ly difcovered their 
ignorance o f the effect o f fire-arms. T h i s was very often 
confirmed afterward, w h e n we ufed them at their v i l l age , 
and other places, to flioot birds, the manner o f w h i c h 
p la in ly confounded them ; and our explanations of the ufe 
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o f fhot and ba l l , were received w i t h the mof l figniflcant 
m a r k s o f their h a v i n g no previous ideas on this matter. 

Some account o f a Spanifh voyage to this coafl, i n 1774* 
or 1775, had reached E n g l a n d before I fa i led ; but the fore­
g o i n g ci rcumflances fufficiently prove, that thefe fli ips had 
not been at N o o t k a *. Befides this, it was evident that i r o n 
was too c o m m o n he re ; was i n too m a n y hands ; and the 
ufes o f it were too w e l l k n o w n , for them to have had the 
firfl knowledge o f it fo very la te ly ; or, indeed, at any ear­
l i e r period, by an accidental fupply f rom a fhip. Doubtlefs, 
f r o m the general ufe they make of this meta l , it m a y be fup­
pofed to come f r o m fome conflanr fource, by w a y o f traffic, 
and that not o f a very late date ; for they are as dexterous i n 
u f ing their tools as the longefl practice can m a k e them. 
T h e mof l probable way, therefore, by w h i c h w e can fup­
pofe that they get their i ron , is by t rad ing for it w i t h other 
Indian tribes, w h o either have immedia te c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
w i t h European fcttlcmcnts upon that continent, or receive 
it , perhaps, t h r o u g h feveral intermediate nations. ' T h e 
fame m i g h t be faid o f the brafs and copper found amongft 
them. 

Whether thefe th ings be in t roduced by w a y o f Hudfon ' s 
Bay and Canada, f r o m the Indians, w h o deal w i t h ou r 
traders, and fo fucceflively acrofs f rom one tribe to the o ther ; 
or whether they be brought f rom the N o r t h Wef le rn parts 
o f M e x i c o , i n the fame manne r ; perhaps cannot be eafdy 

* We now know that Captain Cook's conjecture was well founded. It appears, 
from the Journal of this Voyage, already referred to, that the Spaniards had inter­
courfe with the natives of this coaft, only in three places, in latitude 41° 7 '; in latitude 
47 0 2 1 ' ; and in latitude 570 18'. So that they were not within two degrees of 
Nootka j and it is moft probable, that the people there never heard of thefe Spanifh 
ihips. 
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V, 
determined. But it fhould feem, that not on ly the rude 
materials , bu t fome articles i n their manufac tured ftate, 
find their w a y hi ther . T h e brafs ornaments for nofes, i n 
part icular , are fo neatly made, that I a m doubtful whether 
the Indians are capable o f fabr ica t ing them. T h e materials 
cer ta in ly are European ; as no A m e r i c a n tribes have been 
found , w h o k n e w the method o f m a k i n g brafs; t hough 
copper has been c o m m o n l y met w i t h , and, f r o m its foft-
nefs, m i g h t be fafhioned into any fhape, and alfo polifhed. 
If our traders to Hudfon 's Bay and Canada do not ufe fuch 
articles i n their traffic w i t h the natives, they muft have been 
int roduced at N o o t k a f r o m the quarter o f Mex ico , f r o m 
whence, no doubt, the two filver table-fpoons, met w i t h here, 
were o r i g i n a l l y der ived. It is moft probable, however, that 
the Spaniards are not fuch eager traders, nor have formed 
fuch extenfive connections w i t h the tribes N o r t h o f M e x i c o , 
as to fupply t hem w i t h quanti t ies o f i ron , f r o m w h i c h they 
can fpare fo m u c h to the people here *. 

O f the pol i t ica l and re l ig ious infl i tut ions cftablifhed 
amongf l them, it cannot be fuppofed that we fhould learn 
m u c h . T h i s we cou ld obferve, that there are fuch m e n as 
Chiefs , w h o are dif t inguifhed by the name or title o f Ac-
iveek, and to w h o m the others are, i n fome meafure, fubor-
dinate. But , I fhould guefs, the author i ty o f each o f thefe 
great m e n extends no farther than the f a m i l y to w h i c h he 

* Though the two filver table-fpoons, found at Nootka Sound, moft probably 
came from the Spaniards in the South, there feems to be fufRcient grounds for believ­
ing that the regular fupply of iron comes from a different quarter. It is remarkable, 
that the Spaniards, in 1775, found at Puerto de la Trinidad, in latitude 41 0 j', arrows 
pointed with copper or iron, which they understood were procured from the North. Mr. 
Daines Barrington, in a note at this part of the Spanifh Journal, p. 20. fays, " I 
*< fhould conceive that the copper and iron, here mentioned, muft have originally been 
** bartered at our forts in Hudfon's- Bay." 

belongs^ 



177s. belongs, and w h o o w n h i m aS their head. Thefe Aciveeh 
Apri l . " 

v-—, ' were not a lways e lder ly m e n ; f r o m w h i c h I conc luded that 
this title came to them by inheri tance. 

I faw no th ing that cou ld g ive the leafl infight in to their 
notions o f r e l i g ion , befides the figures before ment ioned, 
cal led by them Klumma. M o f l probably thefe were idols ; 
but as they frequent ly ment ioned the w o r d acweek, w h e n 
they fpokc o f t hem, we m a y , perhaps, be au thor ized to 
fuppofe that they are the images of fome of their anccf-
tors, w h o m they venerate as d iv in i t ies . Bu t a l l this is 
mere conjecture; for we faw no act o f re l ig ious homage 
paid to t hem ; nor cou ld we g a i n any in fo rma t ion , as we 
had learned l i t t le more o f their language, than to afk the 
names o f things, wi thou t be ing able to ho ld any converfa­
t ion w i t h the natives, that m i g h t i n l l r u c t us as to their i n f l i ­
tutions or tradit ions. 

In d r a w i n g up the preceding account o f the people o f 
this Sound, I have occafionally blended M r . Anderfon 's ob­
fervations w i t h m y o w n ; but I owe every t h i n g to h i m that 
relates to their l a n g u a g e ; and the f o l l o w i n g remarks are i n 
his o w n words. 

" T h e i r language is, by no means, h a r m or difagreeable, 
farther than proceeds f rom their uf ing the k and ft w i t h 
more force, or p ronounc ing them w i t h lefs foftnefs than we 
do ; and, upon the who le , it abounds rather w i t h wha t we 
m a y ca l l l ab ia l and dental, than w i t h gu t tu ra l founds. T h e 
f imple founds w h i c h we have not heard them ufe, and 
w h i c h , confequently, may be reckoned rare, or w a n t i n g i n 
their language, are thofe represented by the letters b, iUf, 

g, r, and v\ But , on the other hand, they have one, w h i c h 
is very frequent, and not ufed by us. It is formed, i n a 
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par t icular manner , by c l a m i n g the tongue par t ly againft 
the roof o f the m o u t h , w i t h confiderable force j and m a y 
be compared to a very coarfe or harf l i method of l i fp ing . It 
is difficult to reprefent this found by any compofit ion o f our 
letters, unlefs , fomehow, f r o m IfztbL T h i s is one of their 
moft u fua l te rminat ions , t h o u g h we fometimes found it i n 
the b e g i n n i n g o f words. T h e next mof l general t e rmina­
t ion is compofed o f / / ; and m a n y words end w i t h z and/?* 
A fpcc imen or two, o f each of thefe, is here put d o w n : 

OpulfzthU T h e fun. 
Onulfzthl, T h e moon . 
KahJIjcetly Dead. 
Teejlocheetl, T o th row a flone. 
Kooomitz, A h u m a n f c u l l . 
®uah?ni/s, F i f h roe. 

T h e y feem to take fo great a lat i tude i n their mode o f 
fpeaking, that I have fometimes ohfcrved four or five d i f ­
ferent terminations o f the fame w o r d . T h i s is a c i r c u m -
fiance very p u z z l i n g at firfl to a f l rangcr, and marks a 
great imperfec t ion i n their language . 

A s to the compofi t ion o f it , we can fay very little ; hav­
i n g been fcarcely able to dif t inguifh the feveral parts of 
fpecch. It can on l y be inferred, f rom their method o f 
fpeaking, w h i c h is very flow and diftinct, that it has f ew 
prepofitions or conjunctions and, as far as we cou ld dis­
cover, isdeftitute of even a fingle interjection, to exprefs ad­
m i r a t i o n or furprize. F r o m its h a v i n g few conjunctions, 
it m a y b e conceived, that thefe be ing thought unneceffary,. 
as be ing underftood, each fingle w o r d , w i t h them, w i l l 
alfo exprefs a great deal , or comprehend feveral fimple ideas; 
w h i c h feems to be the cafe. But , for the fame reafon, rhe l a n ­
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^77*. guage w i l l be defective i n other refpects; not h a v i n g words 
— i — * to d i f l i ngu i fh or exprefs differences w h i c h rea l ly exift, and 

hence not fufficiently copious. T h i s was obferved to be the 
cafe, i n m a n y inftances, pa r t i cu la r ly w i t h refpect to the 
names of an ima l s . T h e re la t ion or affinity it m a y bear to 
other languages , ei ther o n this, or o n the Afiat ic continent , 
I have not been able fufficiently to trace, for want o f proper 
Specimens to compare it w i t h , except thofe o f the E f q u i -
maux , and Indians about Hudfon ' s Bay ; to neither o f w h i c h 
i t bears the leaft refemblance. O n the other hand , f r o m the 
few M e x i c a n words I have been able to procure, there is the 
moft obvious agreement, i n the very frequent terminat ions 
o f the words i n /, //, or z, th roughout the language V 

T h e large vocabulary o f the N o o t k a language , collected 
b y M r . Ander fon , fha l l be referved for another place f, as 
its infer t ion here w o u l d too m u c h interrupt ou r narrat ion. 
A t prefent, I o n l y felect the i r numera l s , for the fatif-
fact ion o f fuch o f ou r readers as love to compare thofe o f 
different nations, i n different parts o f the w o r l d : 

Tfaiuack, One. 
Akkla, T w o . 
Katfitfa, Three . 
Mo, or moo, Four . 
Sochah, F i v e . 
Nofpo, Six. 
Atflepoo, Seven. 
Atlaquolthl) E i g h t . 
Tfawaquulthl, N i n e . 
Haeeoo, T e n . 

* May wc not, in confirmation of Mr. Anderfon's remark, obferve, that Opuffzikl, 
the Nootka name of the Sun; and Fitziputzll, the name of the Mexican Divinity, 
have no very diftant affinity in found ? 

f I t w i l l be found at the end of the third volume. 
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Were I ro affix a n a m e to the people o f Nootka , as a *7?"-
diftincT: nat ion, I w o u l d c a l l t h e m Wakciflnam j f rom the w o r d ^ A p ^ ' ? 
uoakajhy w h i c h was very frequently i n their mouths . It 
feemed to exprefs applaufe, approbat ion, and f r iendfhip . 
For w h e n they appeared to be fatisfied, or w e l l pleafed w i t h 
any t h i n g they faw, or any incident that happened, they 
w o u l d , w i t h one voice, c a l l out ivakaJJj! <wakajh! I fha l l 
take m y leave o f them, w i t h r e m a r k i n g , that, d i f fer ing fo 
efTentially as they cer ta inly do, i n their perfons, their cuftoms, 
and language , f r o m the inhabitants o f the iflands i n the Pa­
cific Ocean, we cannot fuppofe their refpecTive progeni tors 
to have been un i t ed i n the fame tr ibe, or to have had any 
in t imate connect ion, w h e n they emigra ted f r o m their o r i ­
g i n a l fettlements, in to the places where w e n o w find their 
defcendants. 

M y account o f the tranfactions i n N o o t k a Sound w o u l d 
be imperfect , w i t h o u t add ing the af t ronomical and nau t i ca l 
obfervations made by us, w h i l e the m i p s were i n that ftation. 

Latitude. 
r S u n - - 49* 36' i " , if 

T h e latitude o f the ob-j , S o m h 4 g * ^ ^ ^ 
fervatory by - [ b t a r s | N o n h . 6 , ^ ,„ 

T h e l o n g i -

T h e mean o f thefe means - 49* 36' 6", 47"/North. 
Longitude. 

("Twenty fets taken o n the 
21 ft and 2<id o f M a r c h 233° 26' 18", 7 

tude, by Ninety- three taken at the ) a „ . 
obiervatory J 

Twenty- four taken on the) 0 , t l 

iff, 2d, and 3d o f M a y * 3 3 7 ' 7 

l u n a r ob 
fervations 

T h e mean o f thefe means - 2330 17' 14", o ' ^Ead . 
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> 2 3 3 ° 17' 30", 5'" 

But by r educ ing each fet taken before"' 
we arr ived i n the Sound, and after 
we left it, by the t ime-keeper, and 
a d d i n g them up w i t h thofe made 
o n the fpot, the m e a n o f the 137 
fets w i l l be 

L o n g i t u d e by the ( G r e e n w i c h rate - 2350 46' 51", o 

t ime-keeper £ Ul i e t ea rate - 2330 59' 24", o 

F r o m the refults o f the laft fifteen days obfervations o f 
equal altitudes o f the S u n , the da i ly rate o f the t ime-keeper 
was lof ing , on m e a n t ime, 7" -, and on the 1 6 t h o f A p r i l , fhe 
was too flow for mean t ime , b y i6h om 58", 45. T h e r e was 
found an i r r egu la r i ty i n her rate, greater than at any t ime 
before. It was thought proper to reject the firfl five days, 
as the rate i n them differed fo m u c h f r o m that o f the fif­
teen f o l l o w i n g ; and even i n thefe, each day differed f r o m 
another more than ufual . 

Variation of the Compafs. 
. .. V t A . M . 1 Obfervatory, t i t ° 57' , 

A p n ' 4 t h > t P. M . { Mean of four needles \ ?f V [ * * ¥ ^ " • * 

5th. r A. M . ? On board the fhip, # 190 50' 4 9 " 7 
17th. IP. M . J Mean of four needles } 19 38' 46" i I 9 ° 4 4 ' 3 7 

T h e var ia t ion found on board the fhip, ought to be taken 
for the true one •, not on ly as it agreed w i t h wha t w e ob ­
ferved at f ea ; bu t becaufe it was found , that there was 
fometh ing afhore that had a confiderable effect u p o n the 
compalfes ; i n fome places more than others. At one fpot, 
o n the W e l l point o f the Sound, the needle was attracted 
114 points f r o m its proper direct ion. 
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Inclination of the dipping Needle. 
A p r i l 5th. O n board with b a » f M a r k e d 7 E n d N o r t h r 71 0 26' 22f" 7 

lanced needle 1 U n m a r k e d 1 and dipping [ 71 0 54' 22\" \ }} 4 ° 

T h e fame needle ate M a r k e d ? E n d N o r t h r 72 0 3' 45" ? 

the obfervatory £ U n m a r k e d J and dipping } 71° 56' 15" J ' ° ° ° 

0 , - - t M a r k e d 7 E n d N o r t h r 71 0 58' 20" 7 0 , „ 
18th. D i t t o - - - X i \ ' 3 S72 7 15 

t Unmarked i and dipping c 72 0 r6 10 J 

5th. Spare needle at C M a r k e d 7 E n d N o r t h r 72" 32' 30" 7 o 

the obervatory 1 U n m a r k e d J and dipping | 73 0 6' 0 ' 4 9 ^ 

c M a r k e d 7 E n d N o r t h f 7 2 0 o " -> 

18th. D i t t o - - - j \ j o Q/ „ f 73° I i ' 4 5 " 
t U n m a r k e d J and dipping t 73 28 30 J / J T * 

l 2 d . Sparc needle on f M a r k e d j E n d N o r t h r 73° 28' 38" 1 o . 

board - - c. U n m a r k e d } and clipping L yi° 53' 3 0 " 1 1 0 

Hence the mean dip, w i t h both needles, on fhore, was - 72 0 32' 3 * " 

O n b o a r d - - - - - - 72 0 25' 41 J " 

T h i s is as near as can be expected j and m e w s , that w h a t ­
ever it was that affected the compafTcs, whether on board 
or afhore, it had no effect upon the d i p p i n g needles. 

Tides. 
It is h igh-water on the days o f the new and f u l l moon , at 12k 

2o'\ T h e perpendicular rife and f a l l , e ight feet n ine i nches ; 
w h i c h is to be underftood o f the day-tides, and thofe w h i c h 
happen two or three days after the f u l l and new moon . 
T h e n igh t tides, at this t ime, rife near two feet h igher . T h i s 
was very confpicuous d u r i n g the fpring-t ide o f the f u l l 
m o o n , w h i c h happened foon after our a r r i v a l ; and it was 
obvious , that it w o u l d be the fame i n thofe o f the new m o o n , 
t h o u g h we d id not r e m a i n here l o n g e nough to fee the 
who le o f its effect. 

Some circumftances, that occurred da i ly , r e la t ing to this, 
defcrve par t icular notice. In the cove where we got wood 
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and water , was a great deal o f d r i f t -wood t h r o w n afhore; 
a part o f w h i c h we had to remove, to come at the water. It 
often happened, that large pieces or trees, w h i c h we had re­
moved i n the day, out o f the reach of the then h igh-wate r , 
were found , the next m o r n i n g , floated aga in i n our w a y ; 
and a l l ou r fpouts, for convey ing d o w n the water, t h r o w n 
out o f their places, w h i c h were immoveab l e d u r i n g the 
day tides. W e alfo found , that wood , w h i c h we had fplit 
u p for fue l , and had depofited beyond the reach of the day 
tide, floated away d u r i n g the n ight . Some o f thefe c i r c u m ­
ftances happened every n igh t or m o r n i n g , for three or four 
days i n the he igh t o f the fpring-tides ; d u r i n g w h i c h t ime 
w e were ob l iged to attend every m o r n i n g tide, to remove 
the large logs out o f the w a y o f wa te r ing . 

I cannot fay, whe the r the flood-tide fal ls into the Sound 
f r o m the N o r t h Weft , Sou th Weft, or South Eaf l . I t h i n k it 
does not come f r o m the laft quarter ; but this is o n l y c o n ­
jecture, founded u p o n the f o l l o w i n g obfervations: T h e South 
Ea f l gales, w h i c h we had i n the Sound , were fo far f r o m i n ­
creasing the rife o f the tide, that they rather d imin i fhed i t ; 
w h i c h w o u l d hard ly have happened, i f the flood and w i n d 
had been i n the fame direct ion. 
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C H A P. IV. 

A Storm, after failing from Nootka Sound. — Reflation 
fprings a Leak.—Pretended Strait of Admiral de Fonte 
paffed unexa7nined — Progrefs along the Coaf of Ame­
rica.—Behrings Bay.—Kayes If and.—Account of it* 
—The Ships come to an Anchor.—Vif ted by the Na­
tives.—Their Behaviour.—Fondnefs for Beads and Iron* 
—Attempt to plunder the Difcovery.—Refolutions Leak 
flopped.—Progrefs up the Sound. — Mejfrs. Gore and 
Roberts fent to exa7nine its Extent.—Reafons againft a 
Paffage to the North through it.—The Ships proceed down 
it, to the ope?t Sea. 

T T A V I N G put to fea, o n the even ing o f the 26th, as ^ 
O before related, w i t h -flrong figns o f an approaching | — 
f lo rm ; thefe figns did not deceive us. W e were ha rd ly out 
o f the Sound, before the w i n d , i n an inf lant , fhifted f r o m 
N o r t h Eaf l to South Eafl by Eaf l , and increafed to a f l rong 
gale, w i t h fqualls and ra in , and fo dark a fky, that we c o u l d 
not fee the l eng th o f the fhip . B e i n g apprehenfive, f r o m 
the experience I had fince our a r r iva l on this coafl, o f the 
w i n d veer ing more to the South , w h i c h w o u l d put us i n 
danger o f a lee-fhore, we got the tacks o n board, and 
flretched off to the South W e f l , under a l l the fa i l the fl i ips 
cou ld bear. Fortunately, the w i n d veered no farther South­
er ly , than South Eaf l j fo that at day- l igh t the next m o r n i n g , Monday 

w e were qui te clear o f the coafl. 

T h e 
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7̂78 T h e Difcovery b e i n g at fome diflance aflcrn, I b rought 
v.—v~> to, t i l l f l ic came up , and then bore away, f leer ing N o r t h 

W e l l ; i n w h i c h . d i r e c t i o n I fuppofed the coafl to l ie . T h e 
w i n d was at South E a l l , b l e w very hard , and i n fqual ls , 
w i t h th ick h a z y weather . A t h a l f pad one in the after­
noon, it b l ew a perfect h u r r i c a n e ; fo that I j udged it h i g h l y 
dangerous to r u n any longer before it , and, therefore, 
b rought the fl i ips to, w i t h their heads to the Southward, 
under the forefails and mizen- f layfa i l s . At this t ime, the 
Kefo lu t ion fp rung a leak, w h i c h , at firfl , a la rmed us not a 
l i t t le . It was found to be under the {larboard b u t t o c k ; 
where , f r o m the bread-room, we cou ld both hear and fee 
the water ru f l i in ; and, as we then thought , two feet under 
water. But i n this we were happ i ly m i f l a k c n ; for it was 
af terward found to be even w i t h the water- l ine, i f not above 
it, w h e n the l h i p was u p r i g h t . It was no fooncr difcovered, 
than the f i fh-room was found to be f u l l o f water , and the 
cafks i n it afloat; but this was, i n a great meafure, o w i n g 
to the water not f ind ing its wa y to the pumps th rough the 
coals that lay i n the bottom o f the room. Tor after the 
water was baled out, w h i c h employed us t i l l m i d n i g h t , and 
had found its way direct ly f r o m the leak to the pumps , it 
appeared that one p u m p kept it under, w h i c h gave us no 
fma l l fatisfaction, In the even ing , the w i n d veered to the 
Sou th , and its fury , i n fome degree, ccafed. O n this, w c 
fet the ma in - fa i l , and two topfails clofc-reefed, and flretched 
to the Weftward. But at eleven o 'clock, the gale aga in i n -
creafed, and ob l iged us to take in the topfails, t i l l five 

Tueflay 28. o 'c lock the next m o r n i n g , w h e n the f lor in began to abate; 
fo that we cou ld bear to fet them again . 

T h e weather n o w began to clear up ; and, be ing able to fee 
feveral leagues round us, I fleered more to the N o r t h w a r d . 

A t 



A t noon, the lat i tude, by obfervation, was $om i 7 ; Ion- 7̂7.8-

gi tude 2290 a6'*. I n o w fleered Nor th W e f l by N o r t h , w i t h V *.* 
a frefl i gale at South South Eaf l , a n d fa i r weather . Bu t 
at n ine i n the evening , it began aga in to b l o w hard , and 
i n fqualls w i t h r a in . W i t h fuch weather, a n d the w i n d be­
tween South South Eaft and Sou th Wel t , I cont inued the 
fame courfe t i l l the 30th, at four i n the m o r n i n g , w h e n I Thurfday3o» 

fleered N o r t h by Weft, i n order to m a k e the land . I re­
gretted very m u c h indeed that I-could not do it fooner, for 
this obvious reafon, that we were n o w p a l l i n g the place 
w h e r e geographers f have placed the pretended flrait o f A d ­
m i r a l de Fonte. F o r m y o w n part, I g ive no credit to fuch 
vague and improbab le ftories, that carry their o w n c o n ­
futa t ion a l o n g w i t h them.. Neverthelefs, I was very defirous 
o f k e e p i n g the A m e r i c a n coaft aboard, i n order to clear 
u p this point beyond difpute. But it w o u l d have been h i g h ­
l y impruden t i n me, to have engaged w i t h the l and i n wea­
ther fo exceedingly tcmpeftuous, or to have loft the advan­
tage o f a fair w i n d , by w a i t i n g for better weather. T h i s 
fame day at noon we were i n the lati tude o f 530 23', and i n 
the longi tude of 225 0 14'. 

T h e next m o r n i n g , be ing the ift o f M a y , feeing no th ing o f M ; v v . 
the land, I fleered Nor th Eaftcrly, w i t h a frefli breeze at South F n d a y 

South Eaft and South , w i t h fqualls and fhowcrs o f r a in 
and h a i l . O u r lati tude at noon was 54 0 43', and o u r l o n ­
gi tude 224 0 44'. A t feven i n the even ing , be ing i n the l a ­
titude o f 55 0 20', we got Cight o f the land, extending f r o m 

f A6 in the remaining part of this V o l u m e , the Latitude and Longi tude are very 
frequently fet down j the former being invariably N o r t h , and the latter Eaft, the c o n -
ftant repetition of the two words, North and Eajl, has been omitted, to avoid unne-
ceilhry precifion. 

t See D e L i l l e ' s Carte Generate des DecmverUs de ?Amlrd de Fonte, & c . Par is , 
1752 i and many other M a p s . 
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1778 ' N o r t h N o r t h Eaf l to Eafl , or E a f l by South , about twelve or 
May. ' / 

—u—-> fourteen leagues diflant. A n hour after, I fleered N o r t h by 
Saturday 2. W e f t ; and at four the next m o r n i n g , the coafl was feen f r o m 

N o r t h b y W e f l to Sou th Eaft, the neareft part about fix 
leagues diflant *. 

A t this t ime the Nor the rn point o f an inlet , or wha t ap­
peared to be one, bore Eaf l by South . It l ies i n the lat i tude o f 
5 6 0 ; and f r o m it to the N o r t h w a r d , the coaft feemed to be 
m u c h b roken , f o r m i n g bays and harbours every two or 
three leagues ; or elfe appearances m u c h deceived us. A t 
fix o ' c lock , d r a w i n g nearer the l and , I fleered N o r t h W e f l 
by N o r t h , this be ing the d i rec t ion o f the c o a f l ; h a v i n g a 
frefh gale at South Eaft, w i t h fome fhowers o f h a i l , fnow 
and fleet. Between eleven and twelve o'clock, w e paffed a 
g r o u p o f fma l l iflands l y i n g under the m a i n l and , i n the l a ­
t i tude o f 5 6° 48'; and off, or rather to the N o r t h w a r d of, 
the South point o f a large bay. A n a r m o f this bay, i n the 
N o r t h e r n part o f it, feemed to extend i n toward the N o r t h , 
b e h i n d a r o u n d elevated m o u n t a i n that lies between it and 
the fea. Th i s m o u n t a i n 1 ca l led Mount Edgecumbe; and the 
point o f l and that moots out f r o m it, Cape Edgecumbe. T h e 
latter lies i n the lat i tude o f 5 7 0 3 ' , and in the longi tude 
o f 2240

 7 ' ; and, at noon, it bore N o r t h 200
 Wef l , fix leagues 

diflant . 

* T h i s muft be very near that part of the Amer ican coafl , where T f c h e r i k o w an ­
chored in 1741. F o r M i d l e r places its latitude in 56°. Mad this Ruffian navigator 
been fo fortunate as to proceed a little farther Nor thward along the coaft, ' he would 
have found, as we now learn from Captain C o o k , bays, and harbours, and iflands, 
where his fhip might have been fheltered, and his people protected in landing. F o r the 
particulars of the misfortunes he met wi th here, two boats crews, which he fent afhore, 
having never returned, probably cut off by the natives, fee Mutter's Decouveries de 
Ruffes, p. 2.; 8. 254. T h e Spaniards, i n 1775, found two good harbours on this 
part of the coaft ; that called Gualoupe, i n latitude 5 7 0 11', and the other, De las 
Rcjnedics, in latitude 57 0 18'. 

1 T h e 



. T h e l and , except i n fome places clofe to the fea, is a l l o f '778. 

a confiderable he igh t , and h i l l y ; but M o u n t E d g c u m b e far L J ^ I L . 

out-tops a l l the other h i l l s . It was w h o l l y covered w i t h 
f n o w ; as were alfo a l l the other elevated h i l l s ; but the 
lower ones, and the flatter fpots, bo rde r ing u p o n the fea, 
were free f r o m i t , and covered w i t h w o o d . 

A s we advanced to the N o r t h , we found the coafl f rom 
Cape E d g c u m b e to t rend to N o r t h and N o r t h Eafler ly for 
fix or feven leagues, and there f o r m a large bay. In the 
entrance o f that bay are fome i f l ands ; for w h i c h reafon I 
named it the Bay of Iflands. It lies i n the lati tude o f 570 2 0 ' * ; 

and feemed to b r anch into fevcral arms, one o f w h i c h tu rned 
to the South , and m a y probably communica t e w i t h the bay 
o n the Eaf l fide o f Cape E d g c u m b e , and m a k e the l and o f 
that Cape an if land. A t eight o 'clock i n the evening , the 
Cape bore South Eaf l h a l f S o u t h ; *the Bay o f Iflands N o r t h 
^3° E a f l ; and another inlet , before w h i c h are alfo fome 
iflands, bore N o r t h 520 Eaf l , five leagues diflant. I c o n t i ­
nued to fleer N o r t h N o r t h Wef l , h a l f Wef l , and N o r t h Wef l 
b y Weft, as the coafl trended, w i t h a fine gale at N o r t h Eaf l , 
and clear weather. 

A t h a l f an h o u r paft four i n the m o r n i n g , on the 3d, Sunday ^ 

M o u n t E d g c u m b e bore South 540 E a f l ; a large inlet , N o r t h 
50* Eaf l , diflant fix leagues ; and the mof l advanced point o f 
the land , to the N o r t h Wef l , l y i n g under a very h i g h peaked 
m o u n t a i n , w h i c h obtained the name o f Mount Fair Weather, 
bore N o r t h 3 2 0 Wef l . T h e in le t was named Crofs Sound, as 
b e i n g firfl feen on that day, fo m a r k e d i n our calendar. It 

* It fhould feem, that in this very bay, the Spaniards, in 1775, found their port 
w h i c h they call De los Remedies. T h e latitude is exactly the fame; and their Journal 
mentions its being protected by a hng ridge of high ifands. See Mlfcellames by the 
Honourable Daines Harrington, p. 503, 504. 
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appeared to b ranch i n fevcral arms, the largcft o f w h i c h 
turned to the Nor thward . T h e South Eaft point o f this 
Sound is a h i g h promontory, w h i c h obtained the name o f 
Crofs Cape. It lies i n the lati tude o f s7° 57'> a n d i t s l o n g i ­
tude is 2230 21'. A t noon it bore South Eaft; and the point , 
under the peaked moun ta in , w h i c h was cal led Cape Fair 
Weather, Nor th by Weft a quarter Weft, diftant thir teen 
leagues. O u r latitude at this t ime, was 580 17', and o u r 
longi tude 2220 14'; and w c were diftant f rom the fhore 
three or four leagues. In this fi tuation we found the varia­
t ion o f the compafs to be f r o m 24* 11' to 26° 11' Eaft. 

H e r e the N o r t h Eaft w i n d left us, and was fuccceded by 
l i g h t breezes f r o m the N o r t h Weft, w h i c h Lifted for feveral 
days. I ftood to the South Weft, and Weft South Weft, t i l l e ight 
o 'clock the next m o r n i n g , w h e n we tacked, and ftood to­
w a r d the fhore. A t noon, the lat i tude was 580 22', and the 
long i tude 2200 45'. M o u n t Fair Weather, the peaked m o u n ­
tain over the cape o f the fame name, bore Nor th , 630 Eaft ; 
the fhore under it twelve leagues diftant. T h i s m o u n t a i n , 
w h i c h lies i n the latitude of 58* 52', and i n the longi tude o f 
22a0, and f i v e leagues i n l and , is the higheft o f a cha in , or 
rather a r idge, of mounta ins , that rife at the N o r t h W e f l 
entrance o f Crofs Sound, and extend to the N o r t h W e l l , 
i n a para l le l di rect ion w i t h the coaft. Thefe mounta ins 
were w h o l l y covered w i t h fnow, f rom the higheft f u m m i t 
d o w n to the fea-coaft; fome few places excepted, where 
w e cou ld perceive trees r i l i n g , as it were, out of the fea ; 
and w h i c h , therefore, we fuppofed, g r e w on l o w land , or 
£ n iflands border ing upon the fhore o f the continent * . 

A t 

* A c c o r d i n g to M u l l c r , Bcer ing fell in wi th the coaft of N o r t h A m e r i c a , in l a t i ­
tude 5 8 0 2 8 ' j and he defcribes its afbccl thus: " L\ifpetl du pays etoit affrayant par 
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A t five i n the afternoon, our latitude being; then c8° c*', , 7 ?s. 
° J J M a y . 

and our longi tude 220 0 5 2 ' ; the f u m m i t o f an elevated v - — * 
m o u n t a i n appeared above the ho r i zon , bear ing N o r t h , 
26 0 W e l l ; and, as was afterward found , forty leagues diftant. 
W e fuppofed it to be Bcer ing 's M o u n t St. E l ias ; and it (lands 
by that name i n ou r chart. 

T h i s day we faw feveral whales , feals, and porpoifes; 
m a n y gu l l s , and fevcral flocks o f birds, w h i c h had a b lack 
r i n g about the head ; the tip o f the ta i l , and upper part o f 
the w i n g s w i t h a b lack band ; and the reft b lue i fh above, 
and whi te be low. W e alfo faw a b rowni fh duck , w i t h a 
black or deep blue head and neck, f i t t ing u p o n the water. 

H a v i n g but l i g h t w inds , w i t h fome calms, we advanced Wednef, 6. 

( l o w l y ; fo that, on the 6th at noon , we were o n l y i n the 
lat i tude o f 590 8', and i n the long i tude o f 220 0 19'. M o u n t 
Fa i r Weather bore South, 63 0 Eaft, and M o u n t E l ias N o r t h , 
30 0 Weft ; the neareft land about eight leagues diflanr. In 
the di rect ion o f N o r t h , 470 Eaf l f rom this ftation, there was 
the appearance o f a bay, and an ifland off the South point o f 
it , that was covered w i t h wood . It is here where I fuppofe 

C o m m o d o r e B e c r i n g to have anchored. T h e latitude, w h i c h 

is 59 0 18', correfponds pretty w e l l w i t h the map of his voy­
age*, and the longi tude is 221° Eaft. Beh ind the bay (wh ich 
I fhal l d i f t inguifh by the name of Beerings Bay, in honour o f 
its difcovcrer), or rather to the South o f it, the cha in o f 
mounta ins before ment ioned , is interrupted by a p la in o f a 
few leagues extent; beyond w h i c h the fight was u n l i m i t -

4 4 fes hautcs montagnes couvcrtes de /u'ege." T h e c h a i n , o r r i d g e o f m o u n t a i n s , c o ­

v e r e d w i t h f n o w , m e n t i o n e d here b y C a p t a i n C o o k , i n the fame l a t i t u d e , e x i c l l y 

agrees w i t h w h a t B e e r i n g m e t w i t h . See M u l l c r ' s Voyages et Decmvertes des Ruffes* 

p . 248 — 254. 

* P r o b a b l y , C a p t a i n C o o k m e a n s M u l l c r ' s m a p , p r e f i x e d t o h i s I l i f t o r y o f the 

R u f l i a n D i f c o v e r i e s . 
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1778. ed : fo that there is ei ther a l eve l count ry or water b e h i n d 
M a y . ' J 

s^^^^j jt # i n £ h e afternoon, h a v i n g a few hours c a l m , I took this 
oppor tuni ty to found, and found feventy fa thoms wate r 
over a m u d d y bot tom. T h e c a l m was fucceeded by a l i g h t 
breeze f r o m the N o r t h , w i t h w h i c h we flood to the Wef t -

Thurfchy7. w a r d } and at noon the next day, w e were i n the lat i tude o f 
§f 27', and the longi tude o f 2190 7'. In this fituation, M o u n t 
1 air Weather bore South, 700 E a i l ; M o u n t St. E l ias , N o r t h , 
h a l l W e l l - , the Wef le rnmof l land i n fight, N o r t h , 52* W e i l ; 
and c u r diflance f r o m the fhore four or five leagues ; the 
dep ih o f water be ing e igh ty - two fathoms over a m u d d y 
bot tom. F r o m this flation we c o u l d fee a bay (circular to 
appearance) under the h i g h l and , w i t h l o w wood- land o n 
each fide o f i t . 

W e n o w found the coafl to trend very m u c h to the Weft, 
i n c l i n i n g ha rd ly any t h i n g to the N o r t h ; and as w e had the 
w i n d moft ly f r o m the W e i l ward , and but l i t t le o f i t , o u r 

S a t u r d a y 9. progrefs was flow. O n the 9th at noon, the lat i tude was 
590 30', and the longi tude 2170. In this fituation the neareft 
l a n d was n ine leagues d i f lan t ; and M o u n t St. E l i a s bore 
N o r t h , 30° Eaft, nineteen leagues diflant. T h i s m o u n t a i n 
lies twelve leagues i n l and , i n the lati tude o f 6o° 27', and i n 
the longi tude o f 2190. It belongs to a r idge o f exceedingly 
h i g h mounta ins , that m a y be reckoned a cont inuat ion o f 
the f o r m e r ; as they are o n ly d iv ided f r o m them by the p l a i n 
above ment ioned. T h e y extend as far to the Wef l as the 
longi tude o f 2170 *, where , a l though they do not end, they 
lofe m u c h o f their height , and become more b r o k e n and 
d iv ided . 

S u n d a y i o . A t noon on the 10th, our lati tude was 59*51' and ou r l o n ­
gitude 2150 56', b e ing no more than three leagues f rom the 

2 coaft 



T H E P A C I F I C O C E A N . 3 4 ? 

coaft o f the continent, w h i c h extended f rom Eaft h a l f Nor th , lJ7%* 
M a y . 

to N o r t h Weft h a l f Weft, as far as the eye could reach. T o v.—«— 
the Weftward o f this laft d i rec t ion was an ifland that extend­
ed f r o m N o r t h , 52° Weft, to South , 85* Weft, diftant fix 
leagues. A point fhoots out f r o m the m a i n toward the 
N o r t h Eaf l end o f the if land, bear ing, at this t ime, N o r t h , 
30* Weft, five or fix leagues diftant. T h i s point I n a m e d 
Cape Suckling. T h e point o f the Cape is l o w ; but w i t h i n it, is 
a tolerably h i g h h i l l , w h i c h is dis joined f rom the m o u n ­
tains by l o w land ; fo that, at a diflance, the Cape looks l i k e 
an if land. O n the Nor th fide o f Cape S u c k l i n g is a bay that 
appeared to be o f fome extent, and to be covered f r o m moft 
winds . T o this bay I had fome thoughts o f g o i n g to flop 
ou r leak, as al l our endeavours to do it at fea had proved 
ineffectual . W i t h this v i e w , I fleered for the Cape j but as 
we had o n l y variable l igh t breezes, we approached it f lowly . 
Howeve r , before n igh t , we were near enough to fee fome 
l o w land fpi t t ing out f rom the Cape to the N o r t h Wef l , fo as 
to cover the Eaft part of the bay f rom the South w i n d . W e 
alfo faw fome fma l l iflands i n the bay, and elevated rocks 
between the Cape and the N o r t h Eaft end o f the ifland. But 
f l i l l there appeared to be a paffage on both fides o f thefe 
rocks ; and I cont inued f leer ing for t h e m a l l n igh t , h a v i n g 
f r o m forty-three to twenty-feven fathoms water over a 
m u d d y bottom. 

A t four o 'c lock next m o r n i n g , the w i n d , w h i c h had been M o n d a y ir* 
moft ly at N o r t h Eaft, fhifted to N o r t h . T h i s be ing againft 
us , I gave up the defign o f g o i n g w i t h i n the ifland, or in to 
the bay, as nei ther cou ld be done wi thout lofs o f t ime. I 
therefore bore up for the W e f l end o f the ifland. T h e w i n d 
b l ew fa in t ; and at ten o 'c lock it fe l l c a lm . B e i n g not far 
f r o m the ifland, I went i n a boat, and landed upon it, w i t h 

a v i e w 



a v i ew o f feeing what lay on the other fide ; but {mding it 
farther to the h i l l s than I expected, and the way be ing flcep 
and woody, I was ob l iged to drop the defign. A t the foot o f 
a tree, on a l i t t le eminence not far f r o m the fhore, I left a 
bottle, w i t h a paper i n it, on w h i c h were infer ibed the names 
o f the f l i ips , and the date of our difcovery. A n d a long w i t h 
it, I inclofed two filver twopenny pieces o f his Majefty's co in , 
o f the date 1772. Thefe, w i t h m a n y others, were furni fhed 
me by the Reverend D r . K a y e * j and, as a m a r k of m y eftceni 
and regard for that gent leman, I named the i i l and , after 
h i m , Kayes JJlancL It is eleven or twelve leagues i n length , 
i n the d i rec t ion of N o r t h Eaf l and South W e f l ; but its 
breadth is not above a league, or a league and a half , i n any 
part o f it. T h e South Wefl point, w h i c h lies i n the lat i tude 
o f 590 4c/, and the longi tude o f 216° 58', is very r e m a r k ­
able, b e i n g a naked rock, elevated confiderably above the 
l and w i t h i n it. The re is alfo an elevated rock l y i n g off i t , 
w h i c h , f rom fome points o f v iew, appears l i k e a ru ined 
cafllc. T o w a r d the fea, the ifland terminates i n a k i n d o f 
bare Hoping cliffs, w i t h a beach, on ly a few paces acrofs to 
their foot, o f large pebble ftones, in termixed i n fome places 
w i t h a b r o w n i f h c l a y e y ' fand, w h i c h the fea feems to dc-
pofit after r o l l i n g i n , h a v i n g been wafhed d o w n f rom the 
h ighe r parts, by the r ivulets or torrents. T h e cliffs are 
compofed of a bluei th flone or rock, i n a foft or m o u l d e r i n g 
ftate, except in a few places. There are parts o f the fhore 
interrupted by fma l l vall ies and gul l ies . In each of thefe, 
a r ivulet or torrent rufhes down w i t h confiderable i m p e t u -
ofity ; though it m a y be fuppofed that they are on ly fu r ­
nifhed f rom the fnow, and laft no longer than t i l l it is a l l 

* T h e n S u l - a h n o n e r , a n d C h a p l a i n to h is M a j e f t y , n o w D e a n o f L i n c o l n . 
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melted. Thefe val l ics are fi l led w i t h pine-trees, w h i c h 
g r o w d o w n clofe to the entrance, but on ly to about h a l f 
w a y up the h ighe r or midd le part of the i f land. . T h e woody 
part alfo begins, every where, immed ia t e ly above the cliffs, 
and is cont inued to the fame height w i t h the fo rmer ; fo 
that the if land is covered, as it were, w i t h a broad g i rd le o f 
wood , fpread upon its fide, i nc luded between the top o f the 
cliffy fhore, and the h ighe r parts i n the centre. T h e trees, 
however , are far f rom be ing o f an u n c o m m o n g r o w t h ;, 
few appear ing to be larger than one m i g h t grafp r o u n d 
w i t h his arms, and about forty or fifty feet h i g h ; fo that 
the on ly purpofe they cou ld anfwer for fh ipp ing , w o u l d be 
to m a k e top-gallant-mafls , and other fmal l things, f l o w 
far we m a y judge o f the fize o f the trees w h i c h g r o w on 
the n e i g h b o u r i n g continent, it m a y be difficult to deter* 
m i n e . But it was obferved, that none larger than thofe we 
faw g r o w i n g , lay u p o n the beach amongf l the drift wood . 
T h e pine-trees feemed a l l o f one fort j a n d there was 
neither the Canadian pine, nor cyprefs to be feen. But there 
were a few w h i c h appeared to be the alder, that were but 
fma l l , and had not yet fhot forth their leaves. U p o n the 
edges o f the cliffs, and on fome f loping g round , the furface 
was covered w i t h a k i n d of turf, about h a l f a foot t h i c k ; 
w h i c h feemed compofed o f the c o m m o n mofs ; and the top, 
or upper part o f the ifland had a lmof l the fame appearance 
as to co lou r ; but whatever covered it feemed to be th icker . 
I found amongf l the trees fome cur ra in and hawber ry 
bu l l ies ;• a fma l l ye l low-f lowered v io l e t ; and the leaves o f 
fome other plants not yet i n flower, par t icular ly one w h i c h 
M r . Ander fon fuppofed to be the hc^achum o f Linna:us, the 
fweet herb, w h i c h Steller, w h o attended l i ce r ing , i m a g i n e d 
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the Amer i cans here drefs for food, i n the fame manner as 
the natives o f K a m t f c h a t k a * . 

W e faw, f l y i n g about the wood , a c r o w ; two or three of 
the whi te-headed eagles ment ioned at N o o t k a ; and another 
fort f u l l as large, w h i c h appeared alfo o f the fame colour , 
or b lacker , and had o n l y a wh i t e breaft. In the paffage 
f r o m the fhip to the fhore, we faw a great m a n y fowls fit­
t i n g upon the water, or f l y ing about i n flocks or p a i r s ; the 
ch ie f of w h i c h were a few quebrantahueffes ; d ive r s ; d u c k s , 
or large peterels ; g u l l s ; fhags ; and burres. T h e divers 
were o f two forts ; one very large, o f a b lack colour , w i t h 
a wh i t e breaft and b e l l y ; the other fmaller , and w i t h a 
longer and more pointed b i l l , w h i c h feemed to be the c o m ­
m o n g u i l l e m o t . T h e ducks were alfo o f two forts ; one 
b rown i fh , w i t h a b lack or deep b lue head and neck, and is 
perhaps the flone d u c k defcribed by Steller. T h e others f ly 
i n larger flocks, but are fmal ler than thefe, and are o f a 
d i r ty b l ack co lour . T h e g u l l s wTere of the c o m m o n fort, 
and thofe w h i c h fly i n flocks. T h e fhags were large and 
b lack , w i t h a wh i t e fpot beh ind the w i n g s as they f l ew; but 
probably o n l y the larger water cormorant . The re was 
alfo a fingle b i r d fecn f l y i n g about, to appearance o f the 
g u l l k i n d , o f a fnowy whi te colour , w i t h b lack a long part 
o f the upper fide o f its w i n g s . I owe a l l thefe remarks to 
M r . Ander fon . A t the place where we landed, a fox came 
f rom the verge o f the wood, and eyed us w i t h very l i t t le 
emot ion , w a l k i n g Icifurcly wi thou t any figns o f fear. H e 
was of a r edd i lh -ye l low colour , l i ke fome o f the fkins we 
bought at N o o t k a , but not o f a large fize. W e alfo faw two 
o r three l i t t le ieals off fhore ; but no other an imals or 

* Sec M u l l e r , p . 256. 
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b i r d s ; nor the k a i l l i ens o f inhabitants h a v i n g ever been 'J/*-
% ° • M a y 

u p o n the i f land. < 

I re turned o n board at h a l f pafl two i n the af ternoon; 
and , w i t h a l i g h t breeze Eafterly, fleered for the South W e f l 
o f the if land, w h i c h we got r o u n d b y eight o 'c lock, and 
then flood for the Wef le rnmof l l and n o w i n fight, w h i c h , at 
this t ime , bore N o r t h W e f l h a l f N o r t h . O n the N o r t h W e l l 
fide o f the N o r t h Eaf l end o f Kaye 's Ifland, l ies another 
i f land, f l re tch ing South Eaf l and N o r t h Weft about three 
leagues, to w i t h i n the fame diflance o f the N o r t h Wef l 
bounda ry o f the bay above ment ioned , w h i c h is d i f t in-
gu i fhed by the name o f Comptroller's Bay. 

Next m o r n i n g , at fou r o 'c lock, K a y e ' s Ifland was f l i l l i n T u c f d a y 

fight, bea r ing Eaf l a quar ter South . A t this t ime, we were 
about four or l ive leagues f r o m the m a i n ; and the m o f l 
W e l l e r n part i n fight bore N o r t h W e f l h a l f N o r t h We had 
n o w a frefli gale at Eaf l South E a f l ; and as we advanced to 
the N o r t h Wef l , we raifed l a n d more and more W e i l e r l y ; 
and , at laft, to the Sou thward o f Wef t ; fo that, at noon, 
w h e n the lati tude was 61* 11', and the longi tude 2130 28' , 

the mof l advanced l and bore f r o m us South Weft by Weft 
h a l f Weft. A t the fame t ime, the Eafl point o f a large inlet 
bore Weft N o r t h Weft, three leagues diftant. 

F r o m Compt ro l l e r ' s Bay to this point, w h i c h I name Cape 
Hinchingbroke> the direction o f the coafl is near ly Eaft a n d 
Weft. Beyond this, it feemed to i nc l i ne to the Sou thward ; 
a direct ion fo contrary to the modern charts founded u p o n 
the late Ruff ian difcoveries, that we had reafon to expect-
that, by the inlet before us, we fhould find a paffage to the 
N o r t h ; and that the l and to the Weft and South Weft was 
n o t h i n g but a g roup o f iflands. A d d to this , that the w i n d 
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177s. was n o w at South Eaf l , and we were threatened w i t h a fog 
M a y . 

[%m —w mj and a ftorm j and I wanted to get into fome place to flop the 
leak, before we encountered another gale. Thefe reafbns 
induced me to fleer for the inle t , w h i c h we had no fooner 
reached, than the weather became fo foggy, that we cou ld 
not fee a m i l e before us, and it became neceffary to fecure 
the fl i ips i n fome place, to wai t for a clearer fky. W i t h this 
v i ew , I hau led clofe under Cape H i n c h i n g b r o k c , and a n ­
chored before a f m a l l cove, a l i t t le w i t h i n the Cape, i n e ight 
fathoms water, a c layey bottom, and about a quarter o f a 
m i l e f r o m the fhore. 

T h e boats were then hoif led out, fome to found, and others 
to fifh. T h e feine was d r a w n i n the cove ; but w i thou t fuc-
cefs, for i t was torn. A t fome fhort intervals , the fog 
cleared away, and gave us a fight o f the lands a round us. 
T h e Cape bore South by W e f l h a l f Wef l , one league d i f l an t ; 
the W e l l point o f the inle t South W e f l by W e f l , diflant five 
leagues ; and the l and on that fide extended as far as W e f l 
b y N o r t h . Between this point and N o r t h W e f l by Wef l , w c 
c o u l d fee no land ; and what was i n the l a l l d i rect ion feemed 
to be at a great diflance. T h e Wef le rnmof l point we had i n 
fight on the N o r t h fhore, bore. N o r t h N o r t h Wef l ha l f W e f l , 
two leagues diflant. Between this point , and the fhore 
under w h i c h we were at anchor, is a bay about three leagues 
deep ; on the South Eafl fide o f w h i c h there are two or three 
coves, fuch as that before w h i c h w c had a n c h o r e d ; and i n 
the midd le fome rocky iflands. 

T o thefe iflands M r . Gore was fent i n a boat, i n hopes 
o f m o o t i n g fome eatable birds. But he had hard ly got 
io them, before about twenty natives made their appear­
ance i n two large canoes; on w h i c h he thought proper 

to 



to re turn to the fliips, and they fo l lowed h i m . T h e y w o u l d 1778. 
not venture along-fide, but kept at fome diflance, h o l l o w i n g i - J 
a loud, and alternately c la fp ing and extending their arms ; 
and, i n a fhort t ime, began a k i n d o f fong exactly after the 
manne r o f thofe at Nootka . T h e i r heads were alfo powdered 
w i t h feathers. One m a n he ld out a whi te garment , w h i c h 
w e interpreted as a fign o f f r i endfh ip ; and another flood u p 
i n the canoe, quite naked, for a lmof l a quarter o f an hour , 
w i t h his arms f l rctchcd out l i k e a crofs, and motionlefs . 
T h e canoes were not conf l ructcd o f wood, as at K i n g 
George's or Noo tka Sound. T h e frame on ly , be ing flender 
laths, was o f that fubf lance; the outfide confif l ing of the 
fkins o f feals, or o f fuch like an ima l s . T h o u g h we returned 
a l l their figns o f f r iendfhip, and, by every cxprcflive gcf lure , 
tr ied to encourage them to come along-fide, we cou ld not 
p reva i l . Some o f our people repeated feveral o f the c o m ­
m o n words o f the N o o t k a language, fuch as fceketnaUc, and 
mahook\ but they d id not feem to underf land them. Af te r 
rece iv ing fome prefents, w h i c h were t h rown to them, they 
ret ired toward that part o f the fhore f r o m whence they 
came ; g i v i n g us to underf land by figns, that they w o u l d 
vifit us again the next m o r n i n g . T w o o f them, however , 
each i n a fma l l canoe, wai ted u p o n us i n the n i g h t ; pro­
bab ly w i t h a defign to p i l fe r fometh ing , t h i n k i n g we fhould 
be a l l af lecp; for they retired as foon as they found t h e m ­
felvcs difcovered. 

D u r i n g the n igh t , the w i n d was at South South Eaf l , 
b l o w i n g hard and i n fqual ls , w i t h ra in , and very th i ck wea­
ther. A t ten o 'clock next m o r n i n g , the w i n d became more w e d n c f , 1 3 . 

moderate, and the weather be ing fomcwhat clearer, we got 
under fa i l , i n order to look out for fome m u g place, where 
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w c m i g h t fearch for, and flop the leak ; our prefent f la t ion 
be ing too m u c h expofed for this purpofe. A t firfl , I propofed 
to have gone u p the bay, before w h i c h we had ancho red ; but 
the clearnefs o f the weather tempted me to fleer to the 
N o r t h w a r d , farther u p the great inlet , as be ing a l l i n o u r 
w a y . As foon as w e had paffed the N o r t h Wef l point o f the 
bay above ment ioned , w e found the coafl on that fide to 
t u r n fhort to the Eaf lward . I d id not f o l l o w it , but con ­
t inued our courfe to the N o r t h , for a point o f l a n d w h i c h 
we faw i n that d i rec t ion . 

T h e natives w h o vifited us the preced ing evening , came 
off aga in i n the m o r n i n g , i n five or fix canoes j but not t i l l 
w e were under f a i l ; and a l t hough they fo l lowed us fo r 
fome t ime, they cou ld not get u p w i t h us. Before two i n 
the afternoon, the bad weather re turned again , w i t h fo 
t h i c k a haze, that w c cou ld fee no other l and befides the 
point j u f l ment ioned, w h i c h we reached at h a l f pafl four , 
and found it to be a f m a l l i f land, l y i n g about two mi l e s 
f r o m the adjacent coafl, be ing a point o f l and , on the E a f l 
fide o f w h i c h we difcovered a fine bay, or rather harbour . 
T o this we p l ied up , under reefed topfails and courfes. T h e 
w i n d b lew f l rong at South Eaf l , and i n cxccf l lvc ly h a r d 
fqual ls , w i t h ra in . A t intervals, we cou ld fee l and i n every 
direct ion ; but i n general the weather was fo foggy, that we 
cou ld fee none but the fhores o f the bay into w h i c h we 
were p l y i n g . In p a i l i n g the if land, the depth o f water was 
twenty-fix fathoms, w i t h a m u d d y bot tom. Soon after, the 
depth incrcafed to fixty and feventy fathoms, a r o c k y bot­
tom ; but i n the entrance o f the bay, the depth was f r o m 
th i r ty to fix fathoms ; the laft very near the more . A t 
length , at e ight o 'c lock, the violence o f the fqualls ob l iged 
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l i s to anchor i n thir teen fathoms, before we had got fo far into 
the bay as I intended} but we thought our l c lvcs fortunate \_—»—~J 
that we had already fufficienrly fecured ourfelves at this 
h o u r ; for the n i g h t was exceedingly f lo rmy. 

T h e weather, bad as it was, d id not h inder three o f the 
natives f r o m p a y i n g us a vifit. T h e y came ofF i n two c a ­
noes ; two m e n i n one, and one i n the o the r ; b e i n g the 
n u m b e r each cou ld carry. For they were bu i l t and c o n -
flrucTed i n the fame m a n n e r w i t h thofe o f the E f q u i m a u x ; 
on ly , i n the one were two holes for two m e n to fit i n ; and 
i n the other but one. E a c h o f thefe m e n had a f l ick , about 
three feet l o n g , w i t h the large feathers or w i n g o f birds 
t ied to it . Thefe they frequent ly he ld u p to u s ; w i t h a 
v i e w , as we guefTed, to exprefs their pacific di fpof i t ion*. 

T h e treatment thefe m e n met w i t h , induced m a n y more T W d 

to vifit us, between one and two the next m o r n i n g , i n both 
great and fma l l canoes. Some ventured on board the f h i p ; 
but not t i l l fome o f ou r people had fleppcd into their boats. 
A m o n g f l ' thofe w h o came o n board, was a g o o d - l o o k i n g 
midd le -aged m a n , w h o m we af terward found to be the ' 
Ch ie f . H e was clothed i n a drefs made o f the fea-otter's 
f k i n ; and had on his head fuch a cap as is w o r n by the 
people o f K i n g George's Sound, ornamented w i t h fky -b lue 
glafs beads, about the fize o f a large pea. H e feemed to fet 
a m u c h h i g h e r value u p o n thefe, than upon ou r whi te glafs 
beads. A n y fort of beads, however , appeared to be i n h i g h 
e l l i m a t i o n with- thefe people ; and they readi ly gave what­
ever they had i n exchange for t h e m ; even their fine fea-

* E x a c t l y c o r r e f p o n d i n g to t h i s , w a s the m a n n e r o f r e c e i v i n g B e c r i n g ' s p e o p l e , a t 

t h e S c h u m a g i n I f l a n d s , o n th is c o a f t , i n 1741. M u l l e r ' s w o r d s a r e — " O n fai t c e 

«.< q u e e'eft q u e le Calumet > q u e les A m e r i c a i n s f e p t c n t r i o n a u x p r e f e n t e n t e n f i g n e de 

** p a i x , C e u x - c i e n t c n o i e n t de p a r c i l s e n m a i n . C ' e t o i n t des b a t o n s a v e c aites de 

*• faucon a t t a c h e c s au b o u l . " Decouvertes1 p . 268. 
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otter fkins. But here I m u f l obferve, that they fet no more 
va lue upon thefe than upon other fkins , w h i c h was alfo the 
cafe at K i n g George's Sound, t i l l ou r people fet a h ighe r price 
u p o n them ; and even after that, the natives o f both places 
w o u l d fooner part w i t h a drefs made o f thefe, than w i t h One 
made of the fkins o f wi ld-ca ts or o f mart ins . 

Thefe people were alfo defirous o f i r o n ; but they wanted 
pieces eight or ten inches l o n g at leafl, and o f the breadth 
o f three or four fingers. F o r they abfolutely rejected f m a l l 
pieces. Confequent ly , they got but l i t t le f r o m u s ; i r o n 
h a v i n g , by this t ime, become rather a fcarce art icle. T h e 
points o f fome o f their fpears or lances were o f that m e t a l ; 
others were o f coppe r ; and a few of bone ; o f w h i c h the 
points o f their darts, arrows, &c. were compofed. I c o u l d 
not prevai l upon the C h i e f to t r u l l h i m f e l f be low the upper 
d e c k ; nor d i d he and his companions r e m a i n l o n g on board. 
B u t w h i l e we had their company, it was neceffary to w a t c h 
t h e m na r rowly , as they foon betrayed a thievifh difpofition. 
A t length , after be ing about three or four hours along-fide 
the Refolu t ion , they a l l left her, and went to the D i f c o v e r y ; 
none h a v i n g been there before, except one m a n , w h o , at 
this t ime, came f r o m her, and i m m e d i a t e l y returned t h i ­
ther i n company w i t h the refl. W h e n I obferved this, I 
thought this m a n had met w i t h fometh ing there, w h i c h he 
k n e w w o u l d pleafe his coun t rymen better than what they 
met w i t h at our fhip. But i n this I was mi f l aken , as w i l l 
foon appear. 

A s foon as they were gone, I fent a boat to found the head 
o f the bay. For , as the w i n d was moderate, I had thoughts 

o f l a y i n g the fhip afhore, i f a convenient place cou ld be 

f o u n d jwhere I m i g h t beg in our operations to flop the leak . 
It 



It was not l o n g before a l l the Amer icans left the Difcovery, 
and inflead o f r e tu rn ing to us, made their way toward our 
boat employed as above. T h e officer i n her feeing this, re ­
turned to the fhip, and was fo l lowed by a l l the canoes. T h e 
boat's c rew.had no fooner come on board, l e a v i n g i n her 
two o f their n u m b e r by w a y o f a gua rd , than fome of the 
Amer icans flcpped into her. Some prefented their fpears be ­
fore the two men ; others caff loofe the rope w h i c h faflened 
her to the fhip ; and the refl attempted to tow her away . 
But the inflant they faw us prepar ing to oppofe them, they 
let her go, flcpped out o f her into their canoes, and m a d e 
i igns to us to lay d o w n our arms, h a v i n g the appearance o f 
b e i n g as perfectly unconcerned as i f they had done n o t h i n g 
amifs . T h i s , t hough rather a more d a r i n g attempt, was 
h a r d l y equal to what they had meditated on board the Di f ­
covery. T h e m a n w h o came and carr ied a l l h is count ry­
m e n f rom the R c f o l u d o n to the other fhip, had firfl been o n 
board o f h e r ; where , after l o o k i n g d o w n a l l the hatchways, 
and feeing nohody but the officer o f the watch , and one or 
two more , he no doubt thought they m i g h t p lunder her 
w i t h eafe; efpecialiy as fhe lay at fome diflance f r o m us. 
It was unquef l ionably w i t h this v i ew , that they a l l repaired 
to her. Several o f them, wi thou t any ceremony, went o n 
b o a r d ; d rew their k n i v e s ; made figns to the officer and 
people on deck to keep of f ; and began to look about t hem 
for p lunder . T h e firfl t h i n g they met w i t h was the rudder 
o f one o f the boats, w h i c h they threw over-board to thofe 
o f their party w h o had remained i n the canoes. Before 
they had t ime to find another object: that pleafed their fancy, 
the c rew were a larmed, and began to come upon deck a r m e d 
w i t h cutlaffes. O n feeing this, the whole company o f p l u n ­
derers fneaked off in to their canoes, w i t h as m u c h c lc l i -
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Deration and indifference as they had g i v e n u p the boa t ; 
and they were obferved de fc r ib ing to thofe w h o had not 
been o n board, h o w m u c h longer the kn ives o f the fhip's 
c r ew were than their o w n . It was at this t ime, that m y boat 
was o n the found ing du ty ; w h i c h they m u f l have feen ; for 
they proceeded d i rec t ly for her , after their d i fappointment 
at the Difcovery. I have not the lead doubt, that the i r vif i t ­
i n g us fo very early i n the m o r n i n g was w i t h a v i ew to 
p l u n d e r ; on a fuppofition, that they m o u l d f ind every body 
afleep. 

M a y w e not, f r o m thefe c i rcumflances , reafonably in fe r , 
that thefe people are unacquain ted w i t h f ire-arms. F o r 
cer ta inly , i f they had k n o w n any t h i n g o f their effect, they 
never w o u l d have dared to attempt t a k i n g a boat f r o m 
t inder a fhip's guns , i n the face o f above a h u n d r e d m e n j 
for mofl o f m y people were l o o k i n g at t hem, at the very i n -
flant they made the attempt. H o w e v e r , after a l l thefe t r icks , 
w e had the good fortune to leave t h e m as ignorant , i n this 
•refpect, as we found them F o r they nei ther heard nor faw 
a mufquet fired, unlefs at birds. 

J u i l as we were g o i n g to w e i g h the anchor, to proceed 
farther u p the hay, it began to b l o w and to r a in as hard as 
be fore ; fo that we were ob l iged to bear away the cable 
aga in , and lay fafl. T o w a r d the even ing , f i nd ing that the 
gale did not moderate, and that i t m i g h t be fome t ime be­
fore an oppor tuni ty offered to get h i g h e r up , I came to a re-
folut ion to heel the fhip where we were and, w i t h this 
v i e w , moored her w i t h a kedge-anchor and hawfer . In 
heav ing the anchor out o f the boat, one o f the feamen, 
ci ther t h rough ignorance or carcleffncfs, or both, was car­
r ied over board by the buoy-rope, and fo l lowed the anchor 
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to the bot tom. It is remarkable , that, i n this very c r i t i ca l '778-

fi tuation, he had prefence o f m i n d to difengage h imfe l f , and 1 1 
come u p to the furface o f the water, where he was taken 
up , w i t h one o f his legs fractured i n a dangerous manner . 

E a r l y the next m o r n i n g , we gave the fhip a good heel to F r i d a y 15, 

port, i n order to come at, and flop the leak . O n r i p p i n g 
off the fheathing, it was found to be i n the feams, w h i c h 
were very open, b o t h i n and under the w a l e ; and, i n fe­
vera l places, not a bit o f o a k u m i n t h e m . W h i l e the car­
penters were m a k i n g good thefe defects, w e filled a l l o u r 
empty water-cafks, at a f l ream hard by the fhip. T h e w i n d 
was n o w moderate, but the weather was t h i c k and h a z y , 
w i t h r a i n . 

T h e natives, w h o left us the preceding day, w h e n the 
bad weather came on , pa id us another vifit this m o r n i n g , 
Thofe w h o came firfl , were i n f m a l i canoes ; others, after­
ward , a r r ived i n large boats; i n one o f w h i c h were twenty 
w o m e n , and one m a n , befides ch i ld ren . 

In the even ing o f the 16th, the weather cleared up ; and Saturday 16, 

w e then found ourfelves furrounded on every fide by l and . 
O u r flation was on the Eaf l fide o f the Sound , i n a place, 
w h i c h i n the chart is d i f l i ngu i fhcd by the name o f Smig 
Comer Bay. A n d a very fnug place it i s . I. went , accompa­
nied by fome o f the officers, to v i e w the head o f i t ; a n d 
we found that it was fheltered f r o m a l l w i n d s ; w i t h a depth 
o f water f rom feven to three fathoms over a m u d d y bot tom. 
T h e land , near the fhore, is l o w ; part clear, and part w o o d ­
ed. T h e clear g r o u n d was covered, two or three feet t h i ck , 
w i t h f n o w ; but very l i t t le l ay i n the woods. T h e very 
fummi t s o f the n e i g h b o u r i n g h i l l s were covered w i t h 
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wood j bu t thofe farther i n l a n d feemed to be n a k e d rocks , 
bur ied i n fnow. 

T h e leak be ing flopped, and the flieatbing made good 
over it, at four o 'clock i n the m o r n i n g o f the 17th, w e 
w e i g h e d , and fleered to the Nor th-wef tward , w i t h a l i g h t 
breeze at E a f l N o r t h E a f l ; t h i n k i n g , i f there fhould be any 
paffage to the N o r t h th rough this inlet , that it m u f l be i n 
that d i rect ion. Soon after we were under fa i l , the natives, 
i n both great and f m a l l canoes, paid us another vifit, w h i c h 
gave us an addi t ional oppor tuni ty o f f o r m i n g a more per­
fect idea o f their perfons, drefs, and other part iculars, w h i c h 
fha l l be afterward defcribed. O u r vifiters feemed to have no 
other bufinefs, but to grat i fy their cur io f i ty ; for they en­
tered into no fort of traffic w i t h us. Af ter we had got over 
to the Nor th W e f l point o f the a r m i n w h i c h we had an ­
chored, we found that the flood-tide came into the inle t , 
t h r o u g h the fame channe l by w h i c h we had entered. A l ­
t h o u g h this c i rcumflance d id not m a k e w h o l l y againft a 
paffage, it was, however , n o t h i n g i n its favour. Af te r pair­
i n g the point above ment ioned , we met w i t h a good deal o f 
f o u l g round , and m a n y funken rocks, even out i n the 
m i d d l e o f the channel , w h i c h is here five or fix leagues 
wide . A t this t ime the w i n d failed us, and was fucceeded 
b y calms and l ight airs f rom every direct ion ; fo that w e 
h a d fome trouble to extricate ourfelves f rom the threaten­
i n g danger. A t length , about one o 'clock, w i t h the aflift-
ance of our boats, we got to an anchor, under the Eaftern 
fhore, i n thi r teen fathoms water, and about four leagues 
to the Nor th o f our laft f lation. In the m o r n i n g , the wea­
ther had been very h a z y ; but it af terward cleared up, fo as 
to give us a diftinct v i e w of a l l the l and r o u n d us, pa r t i cu -
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l a r l y to the N o r t h w a r d , where it feemed to clofe. T h i s left 
us but l i t t le hopes o f f ind ing a paffage that w a y ; or, i n ­
deed, i n any other d i rec t ion , w i thou t pu t t ing out aga in to 
fea. 

T o enable me to f o r m a better j udgmen t , I difpatched M r . 
Gore , w i t h two a rmed boats, to examine the Nor the rn a r m ; 
and the mai le r , w i t h two other boats, to examine another 
a r m that feemed to take an Eaf le r ly d i rect ion. Late i n 
the evening , they both returned. T h e M a i l e r reported, 
that the a r m he had been fent to, communica t ed w i t h that 
f r o m w h i c h we had laft c o m e ; and that one fide o f it was 
on ly formed by a group of iflands. M r . Gore i n fo rmed me, 
that he had feen the entrance o f an a r m , w h i c h , he was o f 
op in ion , extended a l o n g w a y to the N o r t h E a f l ; and that, 
p robab ly by it, a paffage m i g h t be found . O n the other 
h a n d , M r . Roberts, one o f the mates, w h o m I had fent 
w i t h M r . Gore to fketch out the parts they had examined, 
was o f op in ion , that they faw the head of this a rm. T h e 
difagreemcnt o f thefe two opin ions , and the c i rcumflance 
already ment ioned of the flood-tide enter ing the Sound f r o m 
the South, rendered the exiflencc o f a paflage this w a y 
very doubt fu l . A n d , as the w i n d i n the m o r n i n g had be­
come favourable for ge t t ing out to fea, I refolved to fpend 
no more t ime i n fearching for a paffage i n a place that pro-
mi fed fo l i t t le fuccefs. Befides this, I confidcrcd, that, i f the 
l and on the Wef l fhould prove to be iflands, agreeably to the 
late Ruff ian Difcoveries *, we cou ld not f a i l o f get t ing far 
enough to the N o r t h , and that i n good t ime ; provided we 
d id not lofe the feafon i n fearch ing places, where a paffage 
was not on ly doubt fu l , but improbable . W e were n o w 

* C a p t a i n C o o k feems t o t a k e h is ideas o f thefe f r o m M r . S t r e h l i n ' s m a p , p r e f i x e d 

t o the A c c o u n t o f the N o r t h e r n A r c h i p e l a g o j published by D r . Maty. L o n d o n , 1774. 
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M a y u p w a r d o f five hundred and twenty leagues to the Wef tward 
^ — * — * o f any part o f Baffin's, or o f Hudfon ' s Bay. A n d whatever 

paffage there m a y be, it m u f l be, or, at leafl , part o f i t , 
m u f l l ie to the N o r t h o f latitude 720*. W h o could expect to 
find a paffage or flrait o f fuch extent ? 

M o n d a y 18. H a v i n g thus taken m y refolut ion, next m o r n i n g at three 
o 'clock, we weighed , and w i t h a gentle breeze at N o r t h , p ro­
ceeded to the Sou thward d o w n the inlet j and met w i t h the 
fame b roken g round , as on the preceding day. H o w e v e r , 
w e foon extricated ourfelvcs f r o m i t , and afterward never 
f l ruck g r o u n d w i t h a l ine o f forty fa thoms. A n o t h e r paf­
fage into this in le t was n o w difcovered, to the South Wef l o f 
that by w h i c h we came i n , w h i c h enabled us to fhorten 
o u r w a y out to fea. It is feparated f r o m the other by 
a n i f land, ex tending eighteen leagues i n the di rect ion o f 
N o r t h Eaf l and South W e f l j to w h i c h I gave the name o f 
Montagu IJland. 

In this South W e f l channe l are feveral iflands. Thofe that 
l i e i n the entrance, next the open fea, are h i g h and r o c k y . 
Bu t thofe w i t h i n are l o w ones ; and b e i n g entirely free f r o m 
fnow, and covered w i t h w o o d and verdure, on this account 
they were cal led Green Iflands. 

A t two i n the afternoon, the w i n d veered to the South 
Weft, and South Wef l by South, w h i c h reduced us to the 
neceffity o f p l y i n g . I firfl flretched over to w i t h i n two miles 
o f the Eaflern more , and tacked i n fifty-three fathoms 
water. In H a n d i n g back to M o n t a g u Ifland, we difcovered 
a ledge o f r o c k s ; fome above, and others under water, l y ­
i n g three mi les w i t h i n , or to the N o r t h o f the N o r t h e r n 

* O n w h a t e v i d e n c e C a p t a i n C o o k f o r m e d h i s j u d g m e n t as t o t h i s , w i l l he m e n ­

t i o n e d i n the I n t r o d u c t i o n . 
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point o f Green Iflands. Af t e rward , fome others were feen >77« 
. * M a y 

i n the midd le o f the channe l farther out than the iflands. i 
Thefe rocks made unfafe p l y i n g i n the n igh t ( t hough not 
very d a r k ) ; and, for that reafon, we fpent it i f and ing 01T 
and on , under M o n t a g u Ifland ; for the dep th of water 
was too great to come to an anchor . 

A t day break, the next m o r n i n g , the w i n d came more fa- T u e f d a y 

vourable , and we fleered for the channe l between M o n t a g u 
Ifland and the Green Iflands, w h i c h is between two and 
three leagues broad, and f r o m th i r ty - four to feventeen fa ­
thoms deep. W e had but l i t t le w i n d a l l the d a y ; and, at 
e igh t o 'c lock i n the even ing , it was a dead c a l m ; w h e n w e 
anchored i n twenty-one fathoms water , over a m u d d y bot­
tom ; about two mi les f r o m the m o r e o f Montagu ' s If land. 
T h e c a l m cont inued t i l l ten o 'c lock the next m o r n i n g , w h e n w e d n e f , 

i t was fucceeded by a f m a l l breeze f r o m the N o r t h , w i t h 
w h i c h we w e i g h e d ; and, b y fix o 'clock i n the even ing , w e 
were aga in i n the open fea, a n d f o u n d the coafl t r end ing 
W e f l by Sou th , as far as the eye cou ld reach, 
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C H A P . V . 

The Inlet called Prince Williams Sound.—Its Extent.— 
Perfons of the Inhabitants defcribed.—Their Drefs.— 
Inctfion of the Under-lip.—Various other Ornaments. 
—Their Boats.—Weapons, fifing, and hunting Inftru­
ments.—Utenfils.—Tools.*—Ufes Iron is applied to.— 
Food.—Language, and a Specimen of it.— Animals.— 
Birds.—Fifh.*—Iron and Beads, whence received. 

r i r ^ O the inlet, w h i c h we had n o w left, I gave the name 
J . of Prince William's Sound. T o judge o f this Sound f r o m 

wha t we faw o f it, it occupies, at leaft, a degree and a h a l f 
o f lat i tude, and two o f long i tude , exclufive o f the arms or 
branches, the extent o f w h i c h is not k n o w n . T h e di rect ion 
w h i c h they feemed to take, as alfo the fituation and m a g ­
ni tude of the feveral iflands i n and about it, w i l l be beft 
feen i n the /ketch, w h i c h is delineated w i t h as m u c h accu­
racy as the fhort t ime and other circumftances w o u l d a l low. 

T h e natives, w h o came to m a k e us feveral vifits w h i l e 
w c were i n the Sound, were general ly not above the c o m ­
m o n height ; t hough m a n y o f t h e m were under it. T h e y 
were fquare, or f l rong chefted ; and the moft d i f pro por­
t ioned part o f their body feemed to be their heads, w h i c h 
were very large ; wi th^ th ick , fhort n e c k s ; and large, broad 
or fpreading faces ; w h i c h , upon the whole , were flat. T h e i r 
eyes, t hough not fmal l , fcarcely bore a proport ion to the 
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fize o f their faces j and their nofes had f u l l , r ound points, 
hooked, or turned u p at the tip. T h e i r teeth were broad, 
wh i t e , equal i n fize, and evenly fet. T h e i r ha i r was b l ack , 
th i ck , f l raight and f l rong j and their beards, i n general , 
t h in , or w a n t i n g j but the hairs about the l ips o f thofe w h o 
have them, were fl i ff or b r i f l ly , and frequently o f a b r o w n 
colour . A n d feveral o f the e lder ly m e n had even large and 
th ick , but f lraight beards. 

T h o u g h , i n genera l , they agree i n the make o f their per­
fons, and largenefs o f their heads, there is a confiderable 
variety i n their features; but very few can be faid to be o f 
the handfome fort, t hough their countenance c o m m o n l y i n ­
dicates a confiderable fliare o f v ivac i ty , good-nature, and 
franknefs. A n d yet fome o f t h e m had an air o f fullennefs 
and referve. Some o f the w o m e n have agreeable faces ; 
and m a n y are eafily d i f l ingui ( l iable f r o m the m e n by their 
features, w h i c h are more del ica te ; but this fhould be u n -
dcrflood chiefly o f the youngef l fort, or middle-aged. T h e 
complex ion o f fome of the w o m e n , and o f the ch i ld ren , is 
whi t e ; but wi thou t any mix tu re o f red. A n d fome o f the 
m e n , w h o were feen naked, had rather a b rowni fh or 
fwar thy ca l l , w h i c h cou ld fcarcely be the effect, o f any ftain; 
for they do not paint their bodies. 

T h e i r c o m m o n drefs (for men , w o m e n , and ch i ld ren are 
clothed alike), is a k i n d o f clofe frock, or rather robe; reach­
i n g general ly to the ankles, t hough fometimes on ly to the 
knees. At the upper part is a hole j lift fuflieient to admit the 
head, w i t h fleeves that reach to the wrift. Thefe frocks are 
made o f the fkins o f different an imals ; the moft c o m m o n o f 
w h i c h are thofe'of the fea-otter, grey fox, racoon, and p i n e 
m a r t i n ; w i t h m a n y o f feal f k i n s ; and, i n general , they 
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are w o r n w i t h the h a i r y fide o u t w a r d . Some alfo have thefe 
frocks made o f the fkins o f fowls , w i t h o n l y the d o w n re­
m a i n i n g o n them, w h i c h they g lue on other fubftances. 
A n d we faw one or two w o o l l e n garments l i k e thofe o f 
N o o t k a . A t the feams, where the different fkins are fewed 
together, they are c o m m o n l y ornamented w i t h taflels o r 
fr inges o f n a r r o w thongs, cut out o f the fame fkins. A few 
have a k i n d o f cape, or c o l l a r ; and fome a hood ; but the 
other is the moft c o m m o n f o r m , and feems to be their 
w h o l e drefs i n good weather. W h e n it rains, they put over 
this another frock, ingeniouf ly made f rom the intei l ines o f 
wha les , or fome other large a n i m a l , prepared fo fk i l f u l l y , as 
a lmof l to refemble our gold-beaters leaf. It is made to d r aw 
t igh t r o u n d the neck ; its fleeves reach as l o w as the w r i f l , 
r o u n d w h i c h they are tied w i t h a f i r i n g ; and its fkirts, 
w h e n they are i n their canoes, are d r a w n over the r i m o f 
the hole i n w h i c h they f i t ; fo that no water can enter. A t 
the fame t ime, it keeps the m e n ent i re ly dry u p w a r d . F o r 
no water can penetrate t h r o u g h it, any more than t h r o u g h 
a bladder. It m u f l be kept con t inua l ly moift or w e t ; other-
wife it is apt to crack or break. T h i s , as w e l l as the c o m ­
m o n frock made of the fkins, bears a great refemblance to 
the drefs o f the Grccnlanders , as defcribed by C r a n t z * . 

In general , they do not cover their legs, or fee t ; but a 
few have a k i n d o f f k i n f lockings , w h i c h reach h a l f - w a y 

• C r a n t z ' s H i f t o r y o f G r e e n l a n d , V o l . i , p . 136—138. T h e reader w i l l f i n d i n 

C r a n t z m a n y v e r y ftriking i n f t a n c e s , i n w h i c h the G r e e n l a n d e r s , a n d A m e r i c a n s o f 

P r i n c e W i l l i a m ' s S o u n d , r e f e m b l e e a c h o t h e r , bef ides thofe m e n t i o n e d i n this C h a p t e r 

b y C a p t a i n C o o k . T h e drefs o f the p e o p l e o f P r i n c e W i l l i a m ' s S o u n d , as d e f c r i b e d 

b y C a p t a i n C o o k , alfo agrees w i t h t h a t o f the i n h a b i t a n t s o f S c h u m a n n ' s I f l a n d s , d i f ­

c o v e r e d b y B e e r i n g i n , 1741. M u l l c r ' s w o r d s a r e , " L e u r r n i b i l l e m e n t e t o i t de 

•*« b o y a u x de ba le ines p o u r le haut d u c o r p s , e t de p e a u x de c h i e n s - m a r i n s p o u r l e b a s . " 

Diccwvertes des Rujfis, p . 274. 
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u p the t h i g h ; and fcarcely any o f them are wi thou t mittens 
for the hands, made of the fkins o f bears paws. T h o l e 
w h o wear any t h i n g o n their heads, refemblcd, i n this re­
fpect, our friends at N o o t k a ; h a v i n g h i g h truncated conic 
caps, made of fLraw, and fometimes o f wood, re fembl ing a 
feaPs head w e l l painted. 

T h e m e n c o m m o n l y wear the ha i r cropt round the neck 
and forehead; but the w o m e n a l l o w it to g r o w l o n g ; and mof l 
o f them tie a fma l l l ock o f it on the c r o w n ; or a few c l u b it 
beh ind , after our manner. Both fexes have the ears perfo­
rated w i t h feveral holes, about the outer and lower part o f 
the edge, i n w h i c h they h a n g li t t le bunches o f beads, made 
o f the fame tubulofe fhel ly fubflance ufed for this purpofe 
b y thofe o f Nootka . The feptum o f the nofe is alfo perfo­
rated ; t h r o u g h w h i c h they frequent ly th ruf l the q u i l l - f c a -
thers o f fma l l b i rds , or l i t t le bend ing ornaments , made o f 
the above fhel ly fubflance, f i n i n g on a f l i f f f i r i ng or cord , 
three or four inches l o n g , w h i c h g ive them a t r u ly g r o -
tefque appearance. But the mof l u n c o m m o n and unf igh t ly 
ornamenta l fafhion, adopted by fome o f both fexes, is their 
h a v i n g the unde r - l i p flit, or cut, qui te th rough , i n the d i ­
rect ion o f the m o u t h , a l i t t le be low the f w e l l i n g part. T h i s 
inc i f ion , w h i c h is made even i n the f u c k i n g ch i ld ren , is 
often above two inches l o n g ; and either by its natural re­
traction, w h e n the w o u n d is frefl i , or by the repeti t ion o f 
fome art if icial management , aflumes the true fhape o f l ips , 
and becomes fo large as to admi t the tongue th rough . T h i s 
happened to be the cafe, w h e n the firfl perfon hav ing this 
inc i f ion was feen by one o f the feamen, w h o called out, that 
the m a n had two m o u t h s ; and, indeed, it does not look u n ­
l i k e it. In this artificial m o u t h they flick a flat, nar row or ­
nament , made chiefly out o f a folic! fhel l or bone, cut into 
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little narrow pieces, like fmall teeth, almofl down to the 
bafc or thickeft part, which has a fmall projecting bit at 
each end that fupports it when put into the divided lip; the 
cut part then appearing outward. Others have the lower 
lip only perforated into feparate holes; and then the orna­
ment confifts of as many diflinct fhelly ftuds, whofe points 
are pufhed through thefe holes, and their heads appear 
within the lip, as another row of teeth immediately under 
their own. 

Thefe are their native ornaments. But we found many 
beads of European manufacture among them, chiefly of a 
pale blue colour, which they hang in their ears ; about their 
caps; or join to their lip-ornaments, which have a fmall 
hole drilled in each point to which they are faftened, and 
others to them, till they hang fometimes as low as the point 
of the chin. But, in this laft cafe, they cannot remove 
them fo eafdy; for, as to their own lip-ornaments, they can 
take them out with their tongue, or fuck within, at plea­
fure. They alfo wear bracelets of the flielly beads, or 
others of a cylindrical fhape, made of a fubflance like am­
ber ; with fuch alfo as are ufed in their ears and nofes. And 
fo fond are they, in general, of ornament, that they Hick 
any thing in their perforated lip; one man appearing with 
two of our iron nails projecting from it like prongs; and 
another endeavouring to put a large brafs button into it. 

The men frequently paint their faces of a bright red, and 
of a black colour, and fometimes of a blue, or leaden co­
lour ; but not in any regular figure; and the women, in 
fome meafure, endeavoured to imitate them, by puncturing 
or ilaining the chin with black, that comes to a point in 
each cheek; a practice very fimilar to which is in fafhion 
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amongfl: the females of Greenland, as we learn from Crantz *. W*> 
Their bodies are not painted, which may be owing to the i M' * 
fcarcity of proper materials j for all the colours which they 
brought to fell in bladders, were in very fmall quantities. 
"Upon the whole, I have no where feen ravages who take 
more pains than thefe people do, to ornament, or rather to 
disfigure their perfons. 

Their boats or canoes are of two forts ; the one being 
large and open, and the other fmall and covered. I men­
tioned already, that in one of the large boats were twenty 
women, and one man, befides children. I attentively ex­
amined and compared the conftruction of this, with Crantz's 
defcription of what he calls the great, or women's boat in 
Greenland, and found that they were built in the fame 
manner, parts like parts, with no other difference than in 
the form of the head and flern; particularly of the firfl, 
which bears fome refemblance to the head of a whale. The 
framing is of (lender pieces of wood, over which the fkins 
of feals, or of other larger fea-animals, are flretched, to 
compofe the outfide. It appeared alfo, that the fmall canoes 
of thefe people are made nearly of the fame form, and of 
the fame materials with thofe ufed by the Grecnlanders f 
and Efquimaux; at leafl the difference is not material. 
Some of thefe, as I have before obferved, carry two men. 
They are broader in proportion to their length than thofe of 
the Efquimaux ; and the head or fore-part curves fomewhat 
like the head of a violin. 

The weapons, and inftruments for fifhing and hunting, 
are the very fame that are made ufe of by the Efquimaux and 
Grecnlanders; and it is unneceffary to be particular in my 

* V o l . i . p . 1 3 8 . f See C r a n t z , V o l . i . p 150 
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account o f them, as they are a l l very accurately defcribed 
by C r a n t z * . I d id not fee a fingle one w i t h thefe people 
that he has not ment ioned ; nor has he ment ioned one that 
they have not. F o r dcfenfive a r m o u r they have a k i n d o f 
jacket, or coat o f m a i l , made o f th in laths, bound together 
w i t h finews, w h i c h makes it quite flexible, t h o u g h fo clofe 
as not to admit an a r row or dart. It on ly covers the t r u n k 
o f the body, and m a y not be i m p r o p e r l y compared to a w o ­
man ' s flays. 

As none o f thefe people l i v e d i n the bay where we a n ­
chored, or where any o f us landed, we faw none o f their 
habi ta t ions ; and I had not t ime to look after them. O f their 
domeftic utenfils, they brought i n their boats fome r o u n d 
and oval fha l low difhes o f wood j and others o f a c y l i n d i c a l 
fhape m u c h deeper. T h e fides were made o f one piece, 
bent round , l i k e ou r chip-boxes, t h o u g h th ick , neatly 
fattened w i t h thongs, and the bottoms fixed i n w i t h f m a l l 
wooden pegs. Others were fmaller , and o f a more elegant 
fhape, fomcwhat r e f e m b l i n g a large oval butter-boat, w i t h ­
out a handle, but more fhal low, made f r o m a piece o f 
wood , or ho rny fubflance. Thefe laft were fometimes 
neatly carved. T h e y had m a n y li t t le fquare bags, made 
of the fame gut w i t h their outer f rocks, neatly o rna ­
mented w i t h very m i n u t e red feathers interwoven w i t h it, 
i n w h i c h were contained fome very fine finews, and bundles 
o f f m a l l cord, made f rom them, m o i l ingen iouf ly plai ted. 
T h e y alfo brought m a n y chequered bafkets, fo c lofc ly 
w r o u g h t as to h o l d w a t e r ; fome wooden models o f their 
canoes ; a good m a n y l i t t le images, four 'or five, inches 
l o n g , either o f wood , or n u l l e d ; w h i c h were covered w i t h 

* V o l . i . p . 146. H e has al fo g i v e n a r e p r e f e n t a t i o n o f t h e m o n a p la te t h e r e i n ­
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a bit o f fur , and ornamented w i t h pieces o f fma l l q u i l l fea- *77s-
M a y . 

thers, i n imi ta t ion o f their fhelly beads, w i t h hair fixed o n v_. - y — j 
their heads. Whe the r thefe m i g h t be mere toys for c h i l ­
dren, or he ld in venerat ion, as reprefent ing their deceafed 
friends, and appl ied to fome fuperftitious purpofe, wc cou ld 
not determine. But they have m a n y inftruments made o f 
two or three hoops, or concentric pieces o f wood, w i t h a 
crofs-bar fixed in the middle , to ho ld t hem by. T o thefe are 
fixed a great number o f dried barnacle-fbells, w i t h threads, 
w h i c h ferve as a rattle, and make a l o u d noife, w h e n they 
m a k e them. T h i s contrivance feems to be a fubflitute for 
the ra t t l ing-b i rd at Noo tka j and perhaps both o f them are 
employed on the fame occafions*. 

W i t h what tools they make their wooden utenfils, frames 
o f boats, and other things , is uncer ta in ; as the on ly one 
feen amongf l them was a k i n d o f flone adze, made a lmof l 
after the manner o f thofe o f Otaheite, and the other iflands 
o f the South Sea. T h e y have a great m a n y i ron knives j 
fome of w h i c h are f l r a igh t ; others a l i t t le c u r v e d ; a n d 
fome very fma l l ones, fixed i» pretty l o n g handles, w i t h the 
blades bent upward , l i k e fome of our fhoemakers in f t ru ­
ments . But they have f l i l l kn ives o f another fort, w h i c h 
are fometimes near two feet l ong , fhaped a lmof l l i k e a dag ­
ger, w i t h a r idge i n the middle . Thefe they wear i n 
fhcaths o f fk ins , h u n g by a thong round the neck, under 
their robe ; and they are, probably, on ly ufed as weapons ; 
the other knives be ing apparently appl ied to other purpofes* 
Eve ry t h i n g they have, however , is as w e l l and ingeniouf ly 
made, as i f they were furnifhed w i t h the moft complete 
t o o l - c h c l l ; and their fewing, p l a i t i ng o f finews, and f m a l l 

* T h e r a t t l i n g - b a l l f o u n d b y S t e l l c r , w h o attended B e e r i n g i n 174I, at n o g r e a t 

d i f t a n c e f r o m this S o u n d , , feems to be for a f i m i l a r ufe. See M u l l e r , p . 256-
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w o r k o n their l i t t le bags, m a y be put i n compe t i t i on w i t h 
the mof l delicate manufactures found i n any part o f the 
k n o w n w o r l d . In Ihort, confidering the otherwife u n c i v i ­
l i z e d or rude flate i n w h i c h thefe people are, their Nor the rn 
f i tuat ion, amidf l a count ry perpetual ly covered w i t h fnow, 
and the wre tched materials they have to w o r k w i t h , it ap­
pears, that their inven t ion and dexteri ty, i n a l l m a n u a l 
works , is at leafl equal to that o f any other na t ion . 

T h e food w h i c h we faw them eat, was dr ied fifh, and the 
flefh o f fome a n i m a l , ei ther broi led or roafled. Some o f the 
latter that was bought , feemed to be bear*s flefh, but w i t h a 
fifhy tafle. T h e y alfo eat the larger fort o f fern-root, m e n ­
tioned at Noo tka , ei ther baked , or drefled i n fome other w a y ; 
a n d fome o f ou r people faw them eat freely o f a fubflance 
w h i c h they fuppofed to be the inne r part o f the pine bark. 
T h e i r d r i n k is mof l probably wa te r ; for i n their boats they 
b rought fnow i n the wooden veffels, w h i c h they fwa l lowed 
by mouth fu l s . Perhaps it cou ld be carr ied w i t h lefs t rouble, 
i n thefe open veffels, than water itfelf. T h e i r me thod o f 
ea t ing feems decent and c l e a n l y ; for they a lways took care 
to feparate any dirt that m i g h t adhere to their v ic tuals . 
A n d t h o u g h they fometimes d id eat the r a w fat o f fome fea 
a n i m a l , they cut it careful ly into mouthfu l s , w i t h their 
fma l l kn ives . T h e fame m i g h t be faid o f their perfons, 
w h i c h , to appearance, were a lways clean and decent, w i t h ­
out greafe or d i r t ; and the wooden veffels, i n w h i c h their 
vic tuals are probably put, were kept i n excellent o r d e r ; 
as w e l l as their boats, w h i c h were neat, and free f r o m 
l u m b e r . 

T h e i r l anguage feems difficult to be underftood at f i r f l ; 
not f rom any indifl inctnefs or confufion i n their words and 
founds, but f r o m the various fignifications they have. For 
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they appeared to ufe the very fame w o r d , frequently, o n 
very different occafions; t h o u g h doubtlefs this m i g h t , i f 
o u r intercourfe had been o f longer dura t ion , have been 
f o u n d to be a mif lake on ou r fide. T h e only words I cou ld 
obtain , and for them I a m indebted to M r , Anderfon*, were 
thofe that f o l l o w ; the firfl o f w h i c h was alfo ufed at Nootka , 
i n the fame fenfe; t h o u g h we c o u l d not trace an afl ini ty 
between the two dialects i n any other inflance. 

What's the name of that ? 
An ornament for the ear. 
A brown ffjaggy fkin, perhaps a bears. 
Yes. 
The fkin of a fea-otter. 
Give me fomething. 
Give me fomething in exchange, or barter. 

Of, or belonging to me.—Will you barter 
for this that belongs to me ? 

A k a f h o u , 
N a m u k , 
L u k l u k , 
A a , 
Natoonefhuk, 
Keeta , 
N a e m a , 

Ooonaka , i 1 

M a n a k a , 
A h l e u , 
Weena , or V e c n a , 
Kee la fhuk , 
T a w u k , 

A m i l h t o o , 

W h a e h a i , 
Yau t , 
C h i l k e , 
T a i h a , 
T o k k e , 

A fpear. 
Stranger—calling to one. 
Guts of which they make jackets. 
Keep it. 

A piece of ivhite bears fkin, or perhaps 
the hair that covered it. 

Shall I keep it f do you give k me ? 
I'll go I or fhalllgo? 
One. 
Tvao. 
Three. 

* W e are a l fo i n d e b t e d t o h i m f o r m a n y r e m a r k s i n this c h a p t e r , i n t e r w o v e n w i t h 

thofe o f C a p t a i n C o o k , as t h r o w i n g c o n f i d e r a b l e l i g h t o n m a n y parts o f h i s j o u r n a l . 

2 (T inke) 



(T inke) 
C h u k e l o * 
Kocheene , 
T a k u l a i , 
K e i c h i l h o , 
K l u , or K l i e w , Eight ? 

A s to the an imals o f this part o f the continent, the fame 
muft be underftood as o f thofe at Noo tka ; that is , that the 
k n o w l e d g e we have o f them is ent i re ly taken f rom the 
fkins w h i c h the natives b rough t to fe l l . Thefe were chiefly 
o f feals ; a few foxes; the w h i t i f h cat, or lynx; c o m m o n 
and pine m a r t i n s ; f m a l l ermines ; bears ; racoons ; and 
fea-otters. O f thefe, the mof l c o m m o n were the mar t i n , 
racoon, and fea-otter fkins, w h i c h compofed the o rd inary 
drefs o f the na t ives ; but the fkins o f the firfl, w h i c h i n ge­
nera l were o f a m u c h l igh te r b r o w n than thofe at Noo tka , 
were far fuperior to t hem i n f inenefs; whereas the laft, 
w h i c h , as w e l l as the mart ins , were far 'more p len t i fu l than 
at Nootka , feemed great ly infer ior i n the finenefs and t h i ck -
nefs o f their fur , t hough they great ly exceeded them i n 
fize ; and were a lmof l a l l o f the gloffy black fort, w h i c h is 
doubtlefs the colour mofl el leemed i n thofe fkins. Bear and 
feal fkins were alfo pretty c o m m o n ; and the laft were i n 
general whi t e , very beaut i fu l ly fpotted w i t h b l a c k ; or fome­
times f imply w h i t e ; and m a n y o f the bears here were o f a 
b r o w n , or footy colour. 

Befides thefe an imals , w h i c h were a l l feen at N o o t k a , 
there are fome others i n this place w h i c h we d id not find 
there j fuch as, the whi te bear ; o f whofe fkins the natives 

* W i t h r e g a r d t o thefe n u m e r a l s , M r . A n d e r f o n o b f e r v e s , t h a t the w o r d s c o r r e -

f p o n d i n g to o u r s , are n o t c e r t a i n after p a l l i n g three; a n d therefore he m a r k s t h o f e , 

a b o u t w h o f e p o f i t i o n he is d o u b t f u l , w i t h a p o i n t o f i n t e r r o g a t i o n . 
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brought feveral pieces, and fome entire fkins o f c u b s ; f r o m 
w h i c h their fize cou ld not be determined. W e alfo f o u n d 
the wolverene, or q u i c k h a t c h , w h i c h had very b r igh t co­
l o u r s ; a la rger fort o f e rmine than the c o m m o n one, w h i c h 
is the fame as at N o o t k a , var ied w i t h a b r o w n colour, and 
w i t h fcarcely any b l a c k on its ta i l . T h e natives alfo 
b rought the f k i n o f the head o f fome very large a n i m a l ; bu t 
it cou ld not be pofitively determined what it was ; t hough , 
f r o m the co lour and fhagginefs o f the hai r , and its u n l i k c -
nefs to any l and a n i m a l , we j u d g e d it m i g h t probably be 
that o f the large male urfme feal, or fea-bear. But one o f 
the mof l beau t i fu l fkins, and w h i c h feems pecul iar to this 
place, as we never faw it before, is that o f a f m a l l a n i m a l 
about ten inches l o n g , o f a b r o w n or ruf ly colour on the 
back, w i t h a great n u m b e r o f obfeure w h i t i f h fpecks ; and 
the fides o f a b lue i fh afh colour, alfo w i t h a few o f thefe 
fpecks. T h e t a i l is not above a th i rd o f the l eng th o f its 
body, and is covered w i t h ha i r o f a w h i t i f h colour at the 
edges. It is no doubt the fame w i t h thofe ca l led fpotted 
field mice , by M r . Stadil in* i n his fhort account o f the N e w 
N o r t h e r n Arch ipe lago . B u t whether they be real ly o f the 
moufe k i n d , or a fqu i r re l , we cou ld not te l l , for want o f per­
fect fkins ; t h o u g h M r . Ande r fon was i n c l i n e d to t h i n k that 
it is the fame a n i m a l defcribed under the name o f the Cafan 
marmot , by M r . Pennant. T h e n u m b e r o f fkins we f o u n d 
here, points out the great plenty o f thefe feveral an imals 
j u f l ment ioned ; but it is remarkable , that we neither faw 
the fkins o f the moofe nor o f the c o m m o n deer. 

O f the birds ment ioned at Noo tka , we found here o n l y 
the white-headed eagle; the fhag ; the alcyon, or great k i n g ^ 

* I n his A c c o u n t o f K o d j a k , p. 32 and 34. 
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fifher, w h i c h had very fine b r igh t co lou r s ; and the h u m -
m i n g - b i r d , w h i c h came frequently and flew about the fhip* 
w h i l e at a n c h o r ; t h o u g h it can fcarcely l ive here i n the 
win te r , w h i c h m u f l be very fevere. T h e water f o w l were 
geefe ; a f m a l l fort o f duck , a lmof l l i k e that ment ioned 
at Kergue len ' s L a n d ; another fort w h i c h none o f us 
k n e w ; and fome o f the b lack feapyes, w i t h red b i l l s , 
w h i c h we found at V a n Diemen 's L a n d , and N e w Z e a ­
land. Some o f the people w h o went on fhore, k i l l e d a 
groufe, a fnipe, and fome plover. Bu t though , u p o n the 
who le , the water fowl were pretty numerous , efpecially 
the ducks and geefe, w h i c h frequent the fhores, they 
were fo fhy, that it was fcarcely pof l ible to get w i t h i n fho t ; 
fo that we obtained a very fma l l fupp ly o f t hem as refresh­
ment . T h e d u c k ment ioned above, is as large as the c o m ­
m o n w i l d - d u c k , o f a deep black co lour , w i t h a fhort pointed 
ta i l , and red feet. T h e b i l l is wh i t e , t inged w i t h red toward 
the point, and has a large b lack fpot, a lmof l fquare, near 
its bafe, on each fide, where it is alfo enlarged or dif lended. 
A n d on the forehead is a large t r i angu la r whi te fpot; w i t h 
one H i l l larger on the back part of the neck. T h e female 
has m u c h du l le r colours , and none o f the ornaments o f the 
b i l l , except the two b lack fpots, w h i c h arc obfeure. 

The re is l i kewi fe a fpecies o f diver here, w h i c h feems 
pecul iar to the place. It is about the fize o f a pa r t r idge ; 
has a fhort, b lack, compreffed b i l l ; w i t h the head and up­
per part o f the neck o f a b r o w n b l a c k ; the refl o f a deep 
b r o w n , obfeurely waved w i t h black, except the under-part,, 
w h i c h is entirely o f a b l a c k i f h eafl, very m i n u t e l y var ied 
w i t h w h i t e ; the other (perhaps the female) is b lacker 
above, and whi te r be low. A fma l l l and b i rd , o f the finch 
k i n d , about the fize o f a y e l l o w - h a m m e r , was alfo found ; 
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but was fufpected to be one of thofe w h i c h change their co­
lour , w i t h the feafon, and w i t h their migra t ions . A t this 
t ime, it was o f a dufky b r o w n colour , w i t h a reddifh t a i l ; 
and 'he fuppofed male had a large y e l l o w fpot on the 
crow;* o f the head, w i t h fome var ied b lack on the upper 
part o f the n e c k ; but the laft was o n the breaft o f the 
female. 

T h e on ly fifh we got, were fome torfk and ha l ibut , w h i c h 
were chiefly brought by the natives to f e l l ; and we caught 
a few fculpins about the fh ip ; w i t h fome purp l i fh ftar-fifh, 
that had feventeen or e ighteen rays. T h e rocks were ob ­
ferved to be a lmof l deflitute o f fhel l f i fh ; and the o n l y other 
a n i m a l o f this tribe feen, was a red crab, covered w i t h fpines 
o f a very large fize. 

T h e metals we faw were copper and i ron ; both w h i c h , 
pa r t i cu la r ly the latter, were i n fuch plenty, as to conftitute 
the points o f mof l o f the arrows and lances. T h e ores, w i t h 
w h i c h they painted themfelvcs, were a red, britt le, unctuous 
ochre, or iron-ore, not m u c h u n l i k e c innabar i n c o l o u r ; a 
br ight blue p igment , w h i c h we d id not procure ; and b lack 
lead. E a c h of thefe feems to be very fcarce, as they brought 
very fma l l quanti t ies o f the firfl and laf l , and feemed to 
keep them w i t h great care. 

F e w vegetables o f any k i n d were fecn ; and the trees 
w h i c h chiefly g rew here, were the Canadian and fpruce 
pine, and fome of them tolerably large. 

T h e beads and i ron found amongf l thefe people, left no 
room to doubt, that they m u f l have received t h e m f r o m 
fome c i v i l i z e d nat ion. W e were pretty certain, f r o m c i r -
cumflances already ment ioned, that we were the f u l l E u r o ­
peans w i t h w h o m they had ever communica t ed di rect ly ; 
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and it remains on ly to be decided, f r o m wha t quar ter 
they had got our manufac tures , by intermediate c o n ­
veyance. A n d there cannot be the leaft doubt o f their 
h a v i n g received thefe articles, t h r o u g h the in tervent ion o f 
the more i n l a n d tribes, f r o m Hudfon ' s Bay , or the fcttlc-
ments on the Canadian lakes ; unlefs it can be fuppofed 
( w h i c h however is lefs l i k e l y ) that the Pvuflian traders, f r o m 
K a m t f c h a t k a , have already extended their traffic thus far j 
or at leaft that the natives o f their moft Eafterly F o x Iflands 
communica te a l o n g the coaft, w i t h thofe o f Pr ince W i l l i a m ' s 
S o u n d * . 

A s to the copper, thefe people feem to procure it t h e m -
felves, or at moft it paffes t h r o u g h few hands to them j for 
they ufed to exprefs its be ing i n a fufficient quant i ty amongft 
t hem, w h e n they offered any to barter, by p o i n t i n g to thei r 
weapons ; as i f to fay, that h a v i n g fo m u c h o f this me ta l 
o f their o w n , they wanted no more . 

It is, however , remarkab le , i f the inhabi tants o f this 
Sound be fuppl ied w i t h European articles, by w a y o f the 
intermediate traffic to the Eaft coaft, that they fhould , i n re­
turn , never have g i v e n to the more i n l a n d Indians any o f 

* There is a circumftance mentioned by Muller, in his account of Becring's voy­
age to the coaft of America in 1741, which feems to decide this queftion. His 
people found iion at the Schumagin Iflands, as may be fairly prefumed from the fo l ­
lowing quotation. " U n feul hgmme avoit un couteau pendu a fa ceinture, qui parut 
" fort fmgulier a nos gens par fa figure. II etoit long dc hult pouces, et fort epais, &c 
M large a Pendroit ou devoit etre la pointe. O n ne pcut favoir quel etoit Pufage de 
u cct outi l ." Decouvertes des Ruffes, p. 274. 

I f there was iron amongft the natives on this part of the American coaft, prior to 
the difcovery of it by the Ruffians, and before there was any traffic with them carried 
on from Kamtfchatka, what reafon can there be to make the leaft doubt of the people 
of Prince William's Sound, as well as thofe of Schumagin's Iflands, having got this 
metal from the only probable fource, the European fcttlements on the North Eaft coaft 
of this continent ? 
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their fea-otter fkins ; w h i c h w o u l d certainly have been fecn, 
fome t ime or other, about Hudfon ' s B a y . But , as far as I 
k n o w , that is not the cafe ; and the o n l y method o f account­
i n g for this, muft be b y t a k i n g into confideration the very 
great d i f lance; w h i c h , t hough it m i g h t not prevent E u r o ­
pean goods c o m i n g fo far, as b e i n g fo u n c o m m o n , m i g h t 
prevent the fkins , w h i c h are a c o m m o n article, f r o m pann­
i n g t h r o u g h more than two or three different tribes, w h o 
m i g h t ufe them f o r their o w n c l o t h i n g ; and fend others, 
w h i c h they efleemed lefs valuable , as b e i n g o f their o w n 
an imals , Eaftward, t i l l they reach the traders f r o m Europe . 

C H A P . 



C H A P . V L 

Progrefs along the Coafl.—Cape Elizabeth.—Cape St. 
Hermogenes.—Accounts of Peering j Voyage very de­
fective.—Point Banks—Cape Douglas.—Cape Bede.— 
Mount St. Auguflin.—Hopes of finding a Paffage up 
an Inlet.—The Ships proceed up it.—Indubitable Marks 
of its being a River.— Named C'>oKs River.—The Ships 
return down it. — Various Vifts from the Natives.— 
Lieutenant King lands, and takes pofeffon of the Coun­
try.—His Report. — The Refolution runs aground on a 
Shoal. — Reflexions on the Difcovery of Cook's River. — 
The co?tflderable Tides in it accounted for* 

1778, \ F T E R l e a v i n g Pr ince W i l l i a m ' s Sound , I fleered to 
M a y . 1 \ the South W e i l , w i t h a gentle breeze at Nor th N o r t h 

T h u r f d a y " '
 E a ^ ' w h i c h , at four o 'c lock, the next m o r n i n g , was fuc-

ceeded by a ca lm ; and foon after, the c a l m was fucceeded by 
a breeze f rom South W e f l . T h i s f re lhen ing , and veer ing to 
N o r t h Wef l , we ft i l l cont inued to flretch to the South Wef l , 
and paffed a lofty promontory , fituated i n the lati tude o f 
5 9 0 i o ' , and the longi tude of 2070

 4 5 ' . As the difcovery o f 
i t was connected w i t h the Princefs El izabeth 's b i r th-day, I 
named it Cape Elizabeth. Beyond it we cou ld fee no land ; fo 
that, at firft, we were i n hopes that it was the W e l l e r n ex­
t remity o f the cont inen t ; but not l o n g after, we faw our 
miftake ; for frefli l and appeared i n fight, bear ing Weft 
South Weft. 

T h e 



T h e w i n d , by this t ime, had increafed to a very f l rong X7/ 8-

gale, and forced us to a good diflance f r o m the coafl. In < - v - w 
the afternoon o f the 2 2 d , the gale abated ; and we flood tO Friday 22. 

the N o r t h w a r d for Cape E l i zabe th ; w h i c h at noon, the next Saturday 23. 

day, bore W e f l , ten leagues diflant. A t the fame t ime, a 
n e w land was feen, bear ing South 770 W e l l , w h i c h was fup­
pofed to connect Cape E l i z a b e t h w i t h the l and we had feen 
to the W e (I ward . 

T h e w i n d cont inued at W e f l , and T flood to the Sou thward 
t i l l noon the next day, w h e n we were w i t h i n three leagues Sunday 24. 

o f the coafl w h i c h we had difcovered on rite 2nd. It here 
formed a point that bore Wefl N o r t h Weft. A t the fame 
t ime, more land was fecn extending to the Southward , as 
far as South South Wef t ; the who le be ing twelve or fifteen 
leagues diftant. O n it was feen a r idge of mounta ins co­
vered w i t h fnow, ex tending to the N o r t h Weft, behind the 
firft land, w h i c h we judged to be an ifland, f rom the very 
inconfiderable quant i ty o f fnow that lay upon it. T h i s 
point o f land is fituated i n the latitude of 5 S 0 13', and i n 
the longi tude o f 207' 42'; and by what 1 can gather 
f rom the account o f Beering's voyage, and the chart that 
accompanies it i n the E n g l i f h edit ion*, I conclude, that it 
muft be what he cal led Cape St. Hermogenes . But the ac ­
count o f that voyage is fo very m u c h abridged, and the 
chart fo extremely inaccurate, that it is ha rd ly poflible, 
ei ther by the one or by the other,, or by c o m p a r i n g both to­
gether, to find out any one place w h i c h that navigator either 
faw or touched at. Were I to form a judgment o f Beer­
ing 's proceedings on this coaft, I fhould fuppofe, that he f e l l 
i n w i t h the continent near M o u n t Fair-weather . But 1 am 

* Captain Cook means Mullcr's • of which a translation had been publifhed l a 
London fome time before he failed, 
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»m778, by no means certain, that the bay to w h i c h I have given his 
May. *' J ° 

'—v—' name, is the place where he anchored. N o r do I k n o w , that 
- what I cal led M o u n t St. E l i as , is the fame confpicuous 

m o u n t a i n to w h i c h he gave that name. A n d as to his 
Cape St. E l i a s , I a m ent i re ly at a lofs to pronounce where 
it l ies. 

O n the N o r t h E a d fide o f Cape St. Hermogenes , the coafl 
turned toward the N o r t h Weft, and appeared to be w h o l l y 
unconnected w i t h the l and feen by us the preceding day. I n 
the chart above ment ioned , there is here a fpace, whe re 
Bee r ing is fuppofed to have feen no land . T h i s alfo fa­
voured the later account publ i fhed by M r . Stsehlin, w h o 
makes Cape St. Hermogenes , and a l l the land that Bee r ing 
difcovered to the South Weft o f it, to be a cluftcr o f iflands ; 
p l a c i n g St. Hermogenes amongft thofe w h i c h arc deftitute 
o f wood. W h a t we n o w faw, feemed to conf i rm this ; 
and every ci rcumftancc infpired us w i t h hopes o f finding 
here a paffage Nor thward , wi thou t be ing ob l iged to proceed 
any farther to the South Weft. 

W e were detained off the Cape , b y variable l i g h t airs and 
Monday 25. ca lms, t i l l two o 'c lock the next m o r n i n g , w h e n a breeze 

fp r ing ing u p at N o r t h Eaft, we fleered N o r t h N o r t h Weft 
a long the coaft; and foon found the l a n d o f Cape St. H e r ­
mogenes to be an if land, about fix leagues i n c i rcu i t , fepa­
rated f r o m the adjacent coaft by a channe l one league 
broad. A league and a h a l f to the N o r t h o f this i f land, l i e 
fome rocks , above w a t e r ; on the N o r t h Eaft fide o f w h i c h 
we had f r o m th i r ty to twenty fathoms water. 

A t noon, the i f land o f St. Hermogenes bore Sou th h a l f 
Eaft, e ight leagues diftant ; and the l and to the N o r t h Weft 
o f it, extended f r o m Sou th h a l f Weft to near Weft. In this 
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laft d i rect ion it ended i n a l o w point, n o w five leagues dif- W** 
tant, w h i c h was cal led Point Banks. T h e lati tude o f the fhip, s / * / 
at this t ime, was 58* 41', and its longi tude 207* 44/. In this 
fi tuation, the l and , w h i c h was fuppofed to connect Cape 
E l i z a b e t h w i t h this South Weft land, was in fight, bear ing 
N o r t h Weft h a l f N o r t h . I fleered direct ly for i t ; and, on a 
nearer approach, found it to be a g roup o f h i g h iflands and 
rocks , ent irely unconnected w i t h any other l and . T h e y ob­
tained the name o f Barren IJles f r om their very n a k e d ap­
pearance. T h e i r fituation is i n the latitude o f 59°, and i n a 
l i ne w i t h Cape E l i z abe th and Point B a n k s ; three leagues 
diftant f rom the former , and five f r o m the latter. 

I intended g o i n g t h r o u g h one o f the channels that d ivide 
thefe iflands^; but m e e t i n g w i t h a f l rong current ' fe t t ing 
againft us, I bore up , and went to the leeward o f them a l l . 
T o w a r d the evening, the weather, w h i c h had been h a z y a l l 
day , cleared up , and we got fight o f a very lofty p r o m o n ­
tory, whofe elevated fummi t , f o r m i n g two exceedingly h i g h 
mounta ins , was feen above the clouds. T h i s p romonto ry 
I named Cape Douglas, i n honour o f m y very good fr iend, 
D r . Douglas , canon of Windfo r . It is fituated i n the lat i tude 
o f 580 56', and i n the longi tude of 206* 10'; ten leagues to 
the Weftward o f Bar ren Ifles; and twelve f rom Point Banks , 
i n the di rect ion o f N o r t h Weft by Weft h a l f Weft. 

Between this point and Cape Douglas , the coaft feemed 
to form, a large and deep b a y ; w h i c h , f r o m fome fmoke 
that had been feen o n Point Banks , obtained the name o f 
Smokey Bay. 

A t day-break, the next m o r n i n g , be ing the 2 6 t h , h a v i n g Tuefdaya6. 

got to the N o r t h w a r d o f the Bar ren Ifles, we difcovered more 
l and , extending f r o m Cape Douglas to the N o r t h . It f o r m -
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ed a cha in o f mounta ins o f vaft h e i g h t ; one o f w h i c h , far 
M a y . ° 

—*—J more confpicuous than the reft, was named Mount St, Aw 
gujlln. T h e difcovery of this land d id not difcourage us ; 
as it was fuppofed to be w h o l l y unconnected w i t h the l and 
o f Cape E l i z abe th . For , i n a N o r t h N o r t h Eaft d i rec t ion, 
the ftght was u n l i m i t e d by every t h i n g but the ho r i zon . W e 
alfo thought , that there was a paflagc to the N o r t h Weft, 
between Cape Douglas and M o u n t St. Auguf t in . In fhort, 
i t was i m a g i n e d , that the land on our larboard, to the 
N o r t h o f Cape Douglas , was compofed o f a g roup o f iflands, 
disjoined by fo m a n y channels , any one o f w h i c h we m i g h t 
m a k e ufe o f accord ing as the w i n d fhould ferve. 

W i t h thefe flat tering ideas, h a v i n g a frefli gale at N o r t h 
N o r t h Eaft, we ftood to the N o r t h Weft, t i l l e ight o'clock* 
w h e n w c c lear ly faw that what we had taken for iflands 
were fummits o f mounta ins , every where connected by 
lower l and , w h i c h the hazinefs o f the ho r i zon had prevent­
ed us f r o m feeing at a greater diftancc. T h i s land was 
every where covered w i t h fnow, f r o m the tops o f the h i l l s 
d o w n to the very fea-beach ; and had every other appear­
ance o f be ing part o f a great continent. I was n o w f u l l y 
perfuaded that I fhould find no paffage by this i n l e t ; and m y 
pcr fevcr ing i n the fearch o f it here, was more to fatisfy 
other people, than to conf i rm m y o w n o p i n i o n . 

A t this t ime, M o u n t Sr. A u g u f t i n bore N o r t h , 40° Weft, 
three or four leagues diftant. T h i s m o u n t a i n is o f a conica l 
figure, and of very confiderable heigh.t j but it remains u n ­
determined whether it be an if land, or part o f the continent . 
F i n d i n g , that n o t h i n g cou ld be done to the Wef l , we tacked, 
and ftood over to Cape E l i zabe th , under w h i c h w c fetched 
at h a l f paft five i n the afternoon. O n the N o r t h fide o f Cape 
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El i zabe th , between it and a lofty promontory , n a m e d Cape ff*-
Bede*, is a bay, i n the bottom o f w h i c h there appeared to ~ 
be two m u g harbours . W e ftood w e l l into this bay, where 
we m i g h t have anchored i n twenty-three fathoms w a t e r ; 
but as 1 had no fuch v i ew, we tacked and ftood to the Wef t ­
wa rd , w i t h the w i n d at N o r t h , a very ftrong gale, attended 
by ra in , and th ick hazy weather. 

T h e next m o r n i n g the gale abated; but the fame wea­
ther cont inued t i l l three o 'clock i n the afternoon, w h e n it 
cleared up . Cape Douglas bore South Weft by Weft ; M o u n t 
St. A u g u f t i n Weft h a l f S o u t h ; and Cape Bede South, 15* 

Eaft, five leagues diftant. In this fi tuation, the depth o f 
water was forty fathoms, over a rocky bot tom. F r o m Cape 
Bede, the coaft trended N o r t h Eaft by Eaft, w i t h a c h a i n 
o f mounta ins in l and , extending i n the fame direct ion. T h e 
l and on the coaft was w o o d y ; and there feemed to be no de­
ficiency o f harbours . But what was not m u c h i n our f a ­
vour , wc difcovered l o w land i n the midd le o f the inlet , 
extending f rom Nor th N o r t h Eaft, to N o r t h Haft by Eaft h a l f 
Eaft. However , as this was fuppofed to be an if land, it d id not 
difcouragc us. Abou t this t ime, we got a l igh t breeze 
Souther ly , and I fleered to the Weftward o f this l ow l a n d ; 
n o t h i n g appear ing to obftruct us i n that d i rec t ion . O u r 
foundings, d u r i n g the n ight , were f rom thir ty co twenty-
five fathoms. 

O n the 2 8 t h i n the m o r n i n g , h a v i n g but very l i t t le w i n d , T h u r f d a y i f . 

and obferving the fhip to drive to the Southward , i n order 
to flop her, I dropped a kedgc-anchor , w i t h an eight i n c h 
hawfer bent to it. But, i n b r i n g i n g the fhip up , the hawfer 

* In naming this, and Mount St. Auguftin, Captain Cook was directed by our 

Calendar. 
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parted near the inner end ; and we loft both it and the an ­
chor. For a l t h o u g h we b rough t the fhip u p w i t h one of the 
bowers , and fpent mof l o f the day i n fweeping for t hem, it 
was to no effect. B y an obfervation, we found our ftation 
to be i n the lat i tude of 59° 51'; the l o w l a n d above m e n ­
t ioned extended f r o m N o r t h Eaf l to South , 7 5 * E a f l ; the 
neareft part two leagues diftant. T h e l and on the Weftern 
fhore was about feven leagues diftant, and extended f r o m 
Sou th 3 5 * Weft, to N o r t h 7 0 Eaft ; fo that the extent o f the 
inlet was n o w reduced to three points and a h a l f o f the 
c o m p a f s ; that is , f rom N o r t h h a l f Eaft, to N o r t h Eaft. B e ­
tween thefe two points no l a n d was to be feen. H e r e was 
a f l rong tide fet t ing to the Sou thward out o f the inlet . It 
was the ebb, and ran between three and four knots i n a n 
h o u r ; and it was l o w water at ten o 'clock. A good deal o f 
fea-weed, and fome dr i f t -wood, were car r ied out w i t h the 
tide. T h e water too had become th i ck l i k e that i n rivers ; 
but we were encouraged to proceed by f ind ing it as fait at 
l o w water as the ocean. T h e ftrength o f the flood-tide was 
three k n o t s ; and the ftream ran u p t i l l four i n the after­
noon . 

A s it cont inued c a l m a l l day, I d id not move t i l l e ight 
o 'c lock i n the even ing ; w h e n , w i t h a l i gh t breeze at Eaft, w e 
w e i g h e d , and ftood to the Nor th , u p the inlet . W e had not 
been l o n g under fa i l , before the w i n d veered to the N o r t h , 
increaf ing to a frefh gale , and b l o w i n g i n fqual ls , w i t h r a in . 
T h i s d i d not, however , h inde r us f r o m p l y i n g u p as l o n g 
as the flood cont inued ; w h i c h was t i l l near five o 'c lock the 
next m o r n i n g . W e had foundings f r o m thir ty-f ive to 
twen ty- four fa thoms. In this laft depth we anchored about 
two leagues f r o m the Eaftern fhore, i n the lat i tude o f 6o* 8 ' ; 
fome l o w land , that we j u d g e d to be an if land, l y i n g under 
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the Weflern more , extended f r o m N o r t h h a l f Wef l , to N o r t h 1778. 

Wef l by Nor th , diflant three or four leagues. ^ , M ^ ' _ , 

T h e weather had n o w become fair and tolerably c l e a r ; 
fo that we cou ld fee any l and that m i g h t l ie w i th in ou r ho - -
r i z o n ; and i n a N o r t h Nor th Eaf l d i rect ion no land , nor any 
t h i n g to obflruct ou r progrefs, was vifible. But , on each 
fide was a r idge o f mounta ins , r i f ing one beh ind another, 
w i thou t the leafl feparation. I judged it to be l o w water, 
by the fhore, about ten o ' c l o c k ; but the ebb r an d o w n 
t i l l near noon . T h e f l rength o f it was four knots and a 
h a l f ; and it f e l l , u p o n a perpendicular , ten feet three 
inches , that i s , w h i l e we l ay an a n c h o r ; fo that there is 
reafon to believe this was not the greatefl f a l l . O n the 
Eaf le rn fhore w c n o w faw two co lumns o f fmoke, a fure 
f ign that there were inhabi tants . 

A t o n e i n the afternoon w c we ighed , and p lyed u p under 
double-reefed top-fails and courfcs, h a v i n g a very f l rong 
gale at N o r t h N o r t h Ea f l , near ly r ight d o w n the inlet . W e 
i l re tched over to the Wef le rn fhore, and fetched w i t h i n t w o 
leagues o f the South end o f the l o w land , or if land before 
men t ioned , under w h i c h I intended to have taken fhelter t i l l 
the gale fhou ld ceafe. Bu t f a l l i n g fuddenly in to twelve fa­
thoms water, f r o m u p w a r d o f forty, and feeing the appear­
ance o f a fhoal ahead, fp i t t ing out f r o m the l o w l and , I 
tacked, and flretched back to the E a f l w a r d ; and anchored 
u n d e r that fhore i n nineteen fathoms water, over a bot tom 
o f fma l l pebble floncs. 

Between one and two i n the m o r n i n g o f the 3 0 t h , w e _ . 
0

 ( ** Saturday 3 0 . 

w e i g h e d aga in w i t h the firfl o f the flood, the gale h a v i n g , 
b y this t ime, qui te abated, bu t f l i l l c o n t i n u i n g con t ra ry ; 
fo that w e p l ied u p t i l l near feven o 'c lock, w h e n the tide 
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b e i n g done, w e anchored i n nineteen fathoms, t inder the 
fame fhore as before. T h e N o r t h Weft part o f it, f o r m i n g 
a b lu f f point, bore N o r t h , 200 Eaft, two leagues diftant; a 
point on the other fhore oppofitc to it, and nearly of the 
fame height , bore N o r t h , 36° Weft ; our lat i tude, by obfer­
va t ion , 6o° 37'. 

Abou t noon , two canoes, w i t h a m a n in each, came off 
to .the fhip, f rom near the place where we had feen the 
fmoke the preceding day. T h e y laboured very hard i n pad­
d l i n g acrofs the f l rong tide \ and hcfitated a litt le before 
they w o u l d come quite clofe ; but u p o n figns be ing made 
to them, they approached One o f them talked a great deal 
to no purpofe ; for we d id not underf land a w o r d he fa id . 
H e kept po in t ing to the fhore, w h i c h we interpreted to be 
an inv i ta t ion to go thi ther . T h e y accepted a few trifles f r o m 
me , w h i c h I conveyed to them f r o m the quar ter -gal lery . 
Thefe m e n , i n every refpecT, refembled the people we had 
met w i t h i n P r ince W i l l i a m ' s Sound as to their perfons and 
drefs. T h e i r canoes were alfo of the fame conftruction. One 
o f our vifiters had his face painted jet b lack , and feemed to 
have no beard ; but the other, w h o was more elderly, had 
no paint , and a confiderable beard, w i t h a vifage m u c h l i k e 
the c o m m o n fort o f the Prince W i l l i a m ' s people. There was 
alfo fmoke feen upon the flat Weflern more this day, f r o m 
whence we may infer, that thefe lower fpots, and iflands, are 
the o n l y inhabi ted places. 

W h e n the flood made we we ighed , and then the canoes 
left us. I ftood over to the Wef lern fhore, w i t h a frefh gale at 
N o r t h N o r t h Eaft, and fetched under the point above m e n ­
tioned. T h i s , w i t h the other on the oppofite fhore, con ­
tracted the channe l to the breadth o f four leagues. T h r o u g h 
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this channel ran a prodigious tide. It looked f r i gh t fu l to w*' 

us, w h o could not tel l whether the agitation o f the water 1 ***** 

was occafioned by the ftream. or by the b r e a k i n g o f the 
waves again!! rocks or fands. As we met w i t h no fhoal, it 
was concluded to be the f o r m e r ; but, i n the end, we found 
ourfelves m i l l a k e n . I n o w kept the Weflern fhore aboard, 
i t appear ing to be the fafeft. Nea r the fhore we had a depth 
o f thirteen fathoms ; and two or three miles off, forty and 
u p w a r d . At eight i n the evening, we anchored under a point 
o f land w h i c h bore N o r t h Eaft, three leagues diflant, i n fif­
teen fathoms water. Here we lay d u r i n g the ebb, w h i c h 
r u n near five knots i n the hour . 

U n t i l we got thus far, the water had retained the fame 
degree o f faitnefs at l o w , as at h i g h - w a t e r ; and, at both pe­
riods, was as fait as that i n the ocean. But n o w the m a r k s 
o f a r iver difplayed themfelvcs. T h e water taken u p this 
ebb, w h e n at the l o w e d , was found to be very confiderably 
freiher, than any we had hi therto tailed ; i n f o m u c h that I 
was convinced that we were i n a large r iver , and not i n a 
flrait, c o m m u n i c a t i n g w i t h the Nor thern feas. But as we 
had proceeded thus far, I was defirous o f h a v i n g ftronger 
p roofs ; and, therefore, we ighed w i t h the next flood i n the 
m o r n i n g o f the 31 ft, and pi ied h igher up, or rather drove S u n d a y s ? * 

u p w i t h the t ide ; for we had but l i t t le w i n d . 

Abou t eight o 'c lock, we were vifited by feveral o f the na­
tives, i n one large, and feveral f m a l l canoes. T h e latter 
carried on ly one perfon each j and fome had a paddle w i t h a 
blade at each end, after the manner of the E fqu imaux . In-
the large canoes were m e n , w o m e n , and ch i ld ren . Before 
they reached the fhip, they difplayed a leathern frock u p o n 
a l ong pole, as a fign, as we underftood it, o f their peaceable 

intent ions, 



intentions. T h i s f rock they conveyed into the fhip, i n re­
t u rn for fome trifles w h i c h I gave them. I cou ld obferve no 
difference between the perfons, drefs, ornaments, and boats 
o f thefe people, and thofe o f Pr ince W i l l i a m ' s Sound, ex­
cept that the f m a l l canoes were rather o f a lefs fize, and 
carr ied on ly one m a n . W e procured f r o m t h e m fome o f 
the i r fur dreffes, made o f the fkins o f fea-otters, mar t ins , 
hares, and other an imals ; a few o f their darts ; and a 
f m a l l fupply o f f a lmon and ha l ibu t . In exchange for 
thefe they took o l d clothes, beads, and pieces o f i ron . W e 
f o u n d that they were i n poffeflion o f large i ron kn ives , 
and o f fky-b luc glafs beads, fuch as we had found amongf l 
the natives o f Pr ince W i l l i a m ' s Sound. Thefe latter they 
feemed to value m u c h , and confequcnt ly thofe w h i c h w e 
n o w gave them. But their i nc l i na t i on led them, efpccial ly , 
to afk for large pieces o f i r o n ; w h i c h meta l , i f I was not 
m u c h m i f l a k e n , they ca l led by the name o f goone; t hough , 
l i k e their ne ighbours i n Pr ince W i l l i a m ' s Sound, they feem­
ed to have m a n y fignifications to one w o r d . T h e y evident­
l y fpoke the fame language ; as the words keeta, naema, 
ooiiaka, and a few others o f the mof l c o m m o n we heard i n 
that Sound, were alfo frequently ufed by, this n e w tribe. 
Af te r fpending about two hours between the one fhip and 
the other, they a l l retired to the Wef lern fhore. 

A t nine o 'c lock , we came to an anchor, i n fixtcen fathoms 
water, about two leagues f rom the W e l l fhore, and found 
the ebb already begun . A t its greatefl f l rength, ir ran on ly 
three knots i n the hour , and fe l l , upon a perpendicular , af­
ter we had anchored, twenty-one feet. T h e weather was 
mifty, w i t h d r i z l i n g ra in , and clear, by turns. At the clear 
intervals , we. faw an open ing between the mounta ins on the 
Eaflern fhore, bear ing Eaf l f r o m the flat ion o f the fhips, 
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w i t h low land , w h i c h we fuppofed to be ii lands l y i n g be- jjgj; 
tween us and the m a i n l and . L o w land was alfo fecn to the *—-v-—J 
N o r t h w a r d , that feemed to extend f rom the foot o f the 
mounta ins on the one fide, to thofe o n the o the r ; and, at 
l o w water, we perceived large l l ioals l l r e t ch ing out f r o m 
tlris l o w l a n d ; fome o f w h i c h were at no great d i i lance 
f r o m us. F r o m thefe appearances, we were i n fome doubt 
whe ther the inlet d id not take an Eafterly di rect ion, t h r o u g h 
the above open ing ; or whether that o p e n i n g was o n l y a 
b ranch o f it, and the m a i n channe l cont inued its Nor the rn 
di rect ion th rough the l o w land n o w i n fight. T h e c o n t i n u ­
ation and di rect ion of the cha in o f mounta ins on each fide 
o f it, ftrongly indicated the probabi l i ty o f the latter fup-
pol i t ion . 

T o determine this point, and to examine the fhoals, I dif­
patched two boats, under the c o m m a n d of the mafter ; and , 
as foon as the flood-tide made, fo l lowed wi th the f l i i p s : but , 
as it was a dead c a l m , and the tide f l rong, I anchored, after 
d r i v i n g about ten mi les i n an Eaft d i rec t ion. At the lowcft 
o f the preceding ebb, the water at the furface, and for near 
a foot be low it , was found to be perfectly f r e f l i ; r e t a in ing , 
however , a confiderable degree o f faltnefs at a greater 
depth. Befides this, we had n o w m a n y -oilier, and but too 
evident, proofs o f b e i n g i n a great r iver. Such as l o w 
m o r e s ; very th i ck and m u d d y w a t e r ; large trees, and a l l 
manner o f dirt and rubbi fh , f loat ing up and d o w n w i t h the 
tide. In the afternoon, the natives, i n fevcral canoes, pa id 
us another v i f i t ; and trafficked w i t h ou r people for fome 
t ime, w i thou t ever g i v i n g us reafon to accufe t hem of any 
act o f difhonefty. 
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•778. A t two o 'clock next m o r n i n g , b e i n g the i f t o f June, the 
»——t ma i l e r returned, and reported that he found the inlet, or, 
Monday i . j ^ j j ^ r i v e r , contracted to the breadth o f one league, b y 

l o w l a n d on each fide, t h r o u g h w h i c h it took a N o r t h e r l y 
d i rec t ion . H e proceeded three leagues t h r o u g h this n a r r o w 
part, w h i c h he found navigable for the l a r g c l l fliips, b e i n g 
f r o m twenty to feventcen fathoms deep. T h e lead water, 
at a proper diflance f rom the fhore and flioals, was ten f a ­
thoms ; and this was before he entered the na r row part. 
W h i l e the ebb or f l rcam r u n d o w n , the water was per­
fect ly f r e f l i ; but, after the flood made, it became b rack i fh ; 
and, toward h i g h water, very m u c h fo, even as h i g h u p as 
l i e went . H e landed u p o n an i i l and , w h i c h lies between 
this b ranch and the Eaftern one ; and upon it faw fome cur ­
rant bufhes, w i t h the frui t already fet ; and fome other 
fruit-trees and bufhes, u n k n o w n to h i m . T h e foil appeared 
to be c lay , m i x e d w i t h fand. A b o u t three leagues beyond 
the extent of his fearch, or to the N o r t h w a r d of it, he ob­
ferved there was another fcparation in the Eaftcrn cha in o f 
mounta ins , t h r o u g h w h i c h he fuppofed the r iver took a 
N o r t h Eaft d i rect ion ; but it feemed rather more probable 
that this was on ly another b ranch , and that the m a i n c h a n ­
nel kept its Nor the rn di rec t ion, between the two ridges or 
chains o f mounta ins before ment ioned. H e found that 
thefe two ridges, as they extended to the N o r t h , i n c l i n e d 
more and more to each other, but never appeared to clofe j 
nor was any elevated land feen between them, o n l y l o w 
land , part woody, and part clear. 

A l l hopes o f f ind ing a paffage were n o w g iven up . Bu t 
as the ebb was a lmof l fpent, and we c o u l d not re turn againft 
the flood, 1 thought I m i g h t as w e l l take the advantage o f 

the 



the latter, to get a nearer v i e w o f the Eaf l c rn b ranch j and, 
by that means, finally to determine whether the l o w land o n 
the Eaft fide o f the r iver was an ifland, as we had fuppofed, 
or not. W i t h this purpofe i n v i ew , we we ighed w i t h the 
firft o f the flood, and, h a v i n g a faint breeze at N o r t h F a l l , 
flood over for the Eaf lcrn fhore, w i t h boats ahead, found ing . 
O u r depth was f rom twelve to five f a thoms ; the bottom a 
hard gravel , t hough the water was exceedingly m u d d y . A t 
eight o 'c lock, a frefh breeze fprung up at Eaft, b l o w i n g i n 
an oppofite di rect ion to our courfe ; fo that I defpaired o f 
reaching the entrance o f the river, to w h i c h we were p l y ­
i n g up , before h igh-water . But t h i n k i n g that wha t the fhips 
cou ld not do, m i g h t be done by boats, I difpatched two, 
under the c o m m a n d of Lieutenant K i n g , to examine the 
tides, and to m a k e fuch other obfervations as m i g h t give us 
fome infight into the nature o f the r iver . 

A t ten o 'c lock, finding the ebb begun , I anchored i n nine 
fathoms water, over a grave l ly bottom. Obfc rv ing the tide 
to be too f l rong for the boats to make head againft it, I made 
a fignal for them to re turn on board, before they had got 
h a l f way to the entrance o f the r iver they were fent to ex­
amine , w h i c h bore f rom us South 8o° Eafl , three leagues 
diftant. T h e p r inc ipa l in fo rmat ion gained by this tide's 
w o r k , was the de t e rmin ing that a l l the l o w land, w h i c h we 
had fuppofed to be an ifland or iflands, was one con t inued 
tract, f r o m the banks o f the great r iver , to the foot o f the 
mounta ins , to w h i c h it jo ined ; and that it terminated at the 
South entrance o f this Eaf lcrn branch, w h i c h I fhall dif t in-
g u i f h by the name of River Tumagain. O n the N o r t h fide o f 
this r iver , the l o w land aga in begins, and flretchcs out 
f rom the foot o f the mounta ins , d o w n to the banks o f the 
great r i v e r ; fo that, before the river T u r n n g a i n , it forms a 
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J / 7 ? - l a t y c bay, on the South fide o f w h i c h we were now at an-
June* ^ 

^ c h o r ; and where w c had f r o m twelve to live fathoms, f rom 
half- f lood to h igh-wate r . 

After we had entered the bay, the flood fet f l rong into the 
r iver T u r n a g a i n j and ebb came out w i t h ft i l l greater force ; 
the water f a l l i n g , w h i l e we lay at anchor , twenty feet upon 
a perpendicular . Thefe c i rcumflances convinced me, that 
no paffage was to be expected by this fide r iver , any more 
than by the m a i n branch. However , as the water d u r i n g 
the ebb, t hough very confiderably frefher, had H i l l a f l rong 
degree o f faltncfs, it is but reafonable to fuppofe, that both 
thefe branches are navigable by f l i ips , m u c h farther than 
w e examined them ; and that by means of this r iver , and i ts 
feveral branches, a very extenfive i n l and c o m m u n i c a t i o n lies, 
open. W e had traced it as h i g h as the lat i tude o f 6i° 30', 
and the longi tude o f 210°; w h i c h is feventy leagues, or more , 
f r o m its entrance, wi thou t feeing the leaft appearance o f its 
fource. 

I f the difcovery o f this great r iver *, w h i c h promifes to 
vie w i t h the mof l confiderable ones already k n o w n to be 
capable o f extenfive i n l a n d nav iga t ion , fhould prove o f ufe 
c i ther to the prefent, or to any future age, the t ime we fpent 
i n it ought to be the lefs regretted. But to us, w h o had a 
m u c h greater object i n v i ew , the delay thus occafioned was 
an effential lofs. T h e feafon was advanc ing apace. W c 
k n e w not h o w far we m i g h t have to proceed to the South • 
and w c were n o w convinced, that the continent o f N o r t h 
A m e r i c a extended farther to the Weft, than, f r o m the m o -

* Captain Cook having here left a blank which he had not filled up with any parti­
cular name, Lord Sandwich directed, with the greateft propriety, that it fhould be 
called Cook's River. 
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dcrn moft reputable charts, we had reafon to expect. T h i s 
made the exigence o f a paffage into Baffin's or H u d f o n ' s 
Bays lefs probable ; or, at leafl, fhe wed it to be o f greater 
extent. It was a fatisfaction to me, however , to reflect, 
that, i f I had not examined this very confiderable inlet , 
it w o u l d have been affumed, by fpeculative fabricators o f 
geography , as a fact, that it communica t ed w i t h the fea to 
the N o r t h , or w i t h Baffin's or Hudfon 's Bay to the Eaftj and 
been marked , perhaps, on future maps o f the w o r l d , w i t h 
greater precifion, and more certain figns o f real i ty , than 
the invi f ib le , becaufe i m a g i n a r y , Straits o f de Fuca , a n d de 
Fon tc . 

In the afternoon, I fent M r . K i n g again , w i t h two a rmed 
boats, w i t h orders to land , o n the N o r t h e r n point o f the 
l o w l a n d , on the South Eaf l fide o f the r i v e r ; there to dif-
p lay the flag to take poffeflion o f the country and r iver , i n 
his Maj city's name j and to b u r y in the g r o u n d a bottle, 
con ta in ing fome pieces o f E n g l i f h co in , o f the year 1772, 
and a paper, on w h i c h was inferibed the names o f our fhips,. 
and the date o f our difcovery. In the mean t ime, the fhips 
were got under fa i l , i n order to proceed d o w n the r iver. T h e 
w i n d f t i l l b lue frefh, E a f l e r l y ; but a c a lm enfued, not l o n g 
after we were under way ; and the flood-tide mee t ing us off 
the point where M r . K i n g landed (and w h i c h thence got the 
name o f Point Pojfeffiori), we were ob l iged to drop anchor i n 
fix fathoms water, w i t h the point bear ing South, two mi les 
diflant. 

W h e n M r . K i n g re turned, he in fo rmed me, that as he ap­
proached the fhore, about twenty of the natives made their 
appearance, w i t h their arms extended j probably, to exprefs 
thus their peaceable difpofition, and to fl iew that they w e i e 
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1778- w i thou t weapons. O n M r . K i n g ' s , and the gen t l emen w i t h 

June . * t • 1 1 1 J 

v_ h i m , l a n d i n g , w i t h mufquets in their hands, they feemed 
a la rmed , and made figns exprefllve o f their requeft to l ay 
t h e m down . T h i s was accord ing ly done ; and then they 
fuffered the gent lemen to wa lk up to them, and appeared to 
be cheerfu l and fociable. T h e y had w i t h them a few pieces 
o f frefli f a lmon, and fevcral dogs. M r . L a w , furgeon o f the 
Difcovery , w h o was one of the parry, h a v i n g bought one o f 
the latter, took it d o w n toward the boat, and fliot it dead, i n 
their fight. T h i s feemed to furprize them exceed ing ly ; 
and , as i f they d i d not t h i n k themfelves fafe i n fuch c o m ­
pany, they w a l k e d a w a y ; but it was foon after difcovered, 
that their fpears, and other weapons, were h id i n the buflies 
clofe beh ind them. M r . K i n g alfo in fo rmed me, that the 
g r o u n d was fwampy , and the foil poor, l i gh t , and black. It 
p roduced a few trees and i l i r u b s ; fuch as pines, alders, 
b i r c h , and w i l l o w s ; rofe and currant buf l i es ; and a l i t t le 
g ra f s ; but they faw not a fingle plant i n flower. 

W e w e i g h e d anchor , as foon as it was h i g h wate r ; and, 
w i t h a faint breeze Souther ly , ftood over to the Weft fhore, 
where the re turn o f the flood ob l iged us to anchor ear ly next 

Tuefdaya. m o r n i n g . Soon after, feveral large, and fome f m a l l canoes, 
w i t h natives, came off, w h o bartered their f k i n s ; after 
w h i c h they fold their garments , t i l l m a n y o f them were 
quite naked . Amongf t others, they brought a n u m b e r o f 
w h i t e ha i r or rabbit f k in s ; and very beau t i fu l reddifh ones 
of foxes; but there were o n l y two or three fkins o f otters. 
T h e y alfo fold us fome pieces o f fa lmon and ha l ibu t . T h e y 
preferred i ron to every t h i n g elfe offered to them i n ex­
change. T h e l ip -ornaments d id not feem fo frequent 
amongft them, as at Pr ince W i l l i a m ' s S o u n d ; but they h a d 
more o f thofe w h i c h pafs t h r o u g h the nofe, and, i n general , 
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thefe were alfo m u c h longer . T h e y had , however , a greater j77«-

quant i ty o f a k i n d o f wh i t e and red embroidered w o r k o n ^ — * 
fome parts o f their garments , and on other things, fuch as 
their quivers , and knife-cafes. 

A t h a l f pad ten, we we ighed w i t h the firfl o f the ebb, and 
h a v i n g a gentle breeze at South , p l ied d o w n the r i v e r ; i n 
the d o i n g of w h i c h , by the inat tention and neglect of the 
m a n at the lead, the Refolut ion f l ruck, and f luck fafl on a 
bank , that lies nearly in the midd le o f the r iver , and about 
two mi les above the two project ing b luf f points before m e n ­
tioned. T h i s bank was, no doubt, the occafion o f that very 
f l rong r i p p l i n g , or agi tat ion o f the f l ream, w h i c h we had 
obferved w h e n t u r n i n g u p the r iver . The re was not lefs than 
twelve feet depth o f water about the fhip, at the lowef l of the 
e b b ; but other parts o f the bank were dry . A s foon as the 
i h i p came aground, I made a fignal for the Difcovery to a n ­
chor. She, as I afterward underflood, had been near afhore 
on the W e d fide o f the bank. As the flood-tide came i n , the 
fhip floated off, foon after five o 'c lock i n the afternoon, w i t h ­
out rece iv ing the leaft damage, or g i v i n g us any trouble ; 
and, after Hand ing over to the W e f l fhore, into deep w a ­
ter, we anchored to wait for the ebb, as the w i n d was ftill 
contrary. 

W c we ighed again w i t h the ebb, at ten o 'c lock at n i g h t ; 
and, between four and five next m o r n i n g , w h e n the tide was Wednef.3. 

finifhed, once more ca l l anchor about tv/o miles be low the 
bluff point, on the Weft fhore, i n nineteen fathoms water. A 
good many o f the natives came off, w h e n wc were in this 
i l a t ion , and attended upon us a l l the m o r n i n g . T h e i r c o m ­
pany was very acceptable; for they brought w i t h them a 
large quant i ty o f very fine fa lmon, w h i c h they exchanged for 
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1773- fuch trifles as we h a d to give them. M o f l o f i t was fplit 
•. ready for d r y i n g ; and feveral hundred w e i g h t o f it was pro-

cured for the two fhips. 

In the afternoon, the mounta ins , for the firft t ime fince 
o u r enter ing the river, were clear o f c l o u d s ; and we difco­
vered a volcano i n one o f thofe on the Welt fide. It is i n the 
lat i tude of 6o° 23'; and is the firfl h i g h m o u n t a i n to the 
N o r t h o f M o u n t St. A u g u f l i n e . T h e volcano is on that fide 
o f it that is next the r iver , and not far f rom the fummi t . It 
d i d not n o w m a k e any finking appearance, emi t t i ng on ly a 
wh i t e fmoke, but no fire. 

T h e w i n d r e m a i n i n g Souther ly , w c cont inued to tide it 
d*y 5- d o w n the r iver ; and, on the 5th, i n the m o r n i n g , c o m i n g 

to the place where we had lofl our kedge-anchor , made an 
attempt to recover it , but w i thou t fucccfs. Before we left 
this place, fix canoes came off f r o m the Eaf l fhore ; fome 
conducted by one, and others by two m e n . T h e y remained 
at a l i t t le diflance f r o m the fhips, v i e w i n g them, w i t h a 
k i n d o f filent furpr ize , at leaf! h a l f a n hour , w i thou t ex­
c h a n g i n g a fingle w o r d w i t h us, or w i t h one another. A t 
l eng th , they took courage, and came a long fide; began to 
barter w i t h our people ; and d id not leave us t i l l they had 
parted w i t h every t h i n g they brought w i t h them, conf in ing 
o f a few fkins and fome fa lmon. A n d here it m a y not he 
imprope r to remark , that a l l the people we had met w i t h i n 
this r iver , feemed, by every l i n k i n g inftance o f refem­
blance, to be o f the fame nat ion w i t h thofe w h o inhab i t 
Pr ince W i l l i a m ' s Sound, but differ ing cf ient ial ly from thofe 
of Noo tka , or K i n g George 's Sound, both i n their perfons 
and language. T h e language o f thefe is rather more gu t ­

tura l ; 
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t u r a l ; but, l i k e the others, they fpeak ftrongly and diftincT, 
i n words w h i c h feem fentences. 

I have before obferved, that they are i n poffeflion o f i r o n ; 
that is , they have the points o f their fpears and knives o f 
this m e t a l ; and fome o f the former are alfo made o f copper. 
T h e i r fpears are l i k e o u r fpontoons; and their knives , w h i c h 
they keep i n /heaths, are o f a confiderable length . Thefe 
w i t h a few glafs beads, are the on ly things we faw amongft 
t h e m that were not o f their o w n manufac ture . I have a l ­
ready offered m y conjectures f rom whence they derive their 
fo re ign ar t ic les ; and m a l l on ly add here, that, i f it were 
probable that they found their w a y to t h e m f r o m fuch o f 
thei r neighbours w i t h w h o m the Ruffians m a y have efta-
bl i fhed a trade, I w i l l be bo ld to fay, the Ruffians t h e m -
felves have never been amongft t h e m : for i f that had been 
the cafe, w e fhould ha rd ly have found them clothed i n fuch 
va luable fkins as thofe o f the fea-otter. 

The re is not the leaft doubt, that a very beneficial fu r 
trade m i g h t be carr ied on w i t h the inhabitants o f this vaft 
coaft. But unlefs a Nor the rn paffage fhould be found prac­
t icable, it feems rather too remote for Great Br i t a in to re­
ceive any emolumen t f r o m it. It muft, however , be ob ­
ferved, that the moft va luable , or rather the on ly va luable 
fkins, I faw on this Weft fide o f A m e r i c a , were thofe o f the 
fea-otter. A l l their other fkins feemed to be o f an infer ior 
q u a l i t y ; par t icu lar ly thofe o f their foxes and mart ins. It 
muft alfo be obferved, that moft o f the fkins , w h i c h we p u r -
chafed, were made u p in to garments . However , fome o f 
thefe were in good condi t ion ; but others were o ld and ragged 
e n o u g h ; and a l l o f t hem very loufy. But as thefe poor 
people m a k e no other ufe o f fkins but for c l o t h i n g them-
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tint4 fclves» 1 1 cannot be fuppofed that they are at the trouble o f 
v — d r c f l i n g more of them than are neceffary for this purpofe. 

A n d , perhaps, this is the c h i e f ufe for w h i c h they k i l l the 
a n i m a l s ; for the fea and the r ivers feem to fupply t h e m 
w i t h their p r i n c i p a l articles o f food. It w o u l d , p robab ly , 
be m u c h otherwife , were they once habituated to a conftant 
trade w i t h foreigners . T h i s intercourfe w o u l d increafe their 
wants , by i n t r o d u c i n g t h e m to an acquaintance w i t h n e w 
luxur ies ; and , i n order to be enabled to purchafe thefe, they 
w o u l d be more a l l iduous i n p r o c u r i n g fkins , w h i c h they 
w o u l d foon difcover to be the c o m m o d i t y mof l fought f o r ; 
and a p l en t i fu l fupp ly o f w h i c h , I m a k e no doubt, w o u l d 
be had i n the count ry . 

It w i l l appear, f rom what has been faid occafionally o f the 
tide, that it is confiderable i n th is r iver , and contributes very 
m u c h to facil i tate the nav iga t ion o f i t . It is h igh-water i n 
the f l ream, on the days o f the new and f u l l m o o n , between 
two and three o ' c lock ; and the tide r i les , upon a perpendi­
cu lar , between three and four fa thoms. T h e reafon o f the 
tide's b e i n g greater here, than at other parts o f this coafl, 
is eafdy accounted for. T h e m o u t h o f the r iver be ing f i tu-
ated i n a corner o f the coafl, the flood that comes f r o m the 
ocean is forced into it by both mores , and by that means 
fwells the tide to a great height . A v i e w o f the chart w i l l 
i l luf l ra te this. 

T h e variat ion o f the compafs was 250 40' Eaf l . 
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Difcoveries after leaving CooKs River.—If and of St. Her­
mogenes.—Cape ffibitfunday.—Cape Greville.— Cape 
Barnabas. —Two - headed Point.—Trinity If and.—Peer­
ing s Foggy Iflandt—A beautiful bird defcribed.—Ko-
diak a?id the Sebum agin Iflands.—A Ruffian Letter 
brought on board by a Native.—Conjeclures about it.—-
Rock Point.—Halibut Ifland.—A Voleano Mountain.—• 
Providential Efcape.—Arrival of the Ships at Oona-
lafchka.—Intercourfe with the Natives there.—An­
other Ruffian Letter.—Samganoodha Harbour defcribed. 

A S foon as the ebb tide made i n our favour, we w e i g h e d . ! 7 ? 8 -
° ' J u n e . 

and, w i t h a l i g h t breeze, between Weft South Weft, and *-—>-w 
F r i d a y e. 

South South Weft, p l i ed d o w n the r iver , t i l l the flood ob l iged us 
to anchor again. A t l eng th , about one o 'clock, next m o r n i n g , a Saturday 6.v 

frefh breeze fp rung up at Weft, w i t h w h i c h we got under fai l , 
and, at eight, paffed the Bar ren Iflands, and ftretched away 
for Cape St. Hermogenes . A t noon , this Cape bore Sou th 
South Eaft, e ight leagues diftant; and the paffage between 
the if land o f that name, and the m a i n l and , bore Sou th . 
For this paffage I fleered, i n t end ing to go th rough it . 
B u t foon after the w i n d fa i led us ; and we had baf f l ing 
l i gh t airs f r o m the Eaftward ; fo that I gave u p m y de­
fign o f c a r r y i n g the fliips between the I i land and the 
m a i n . 
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A t this t ime, w e faw feveral c o l u m n s o f fmoke , o n the 
coafl o f the continent , to the N o r t h w a r d o f the paffage; 
and, m o f l probably , they were meant as fignals to attract 
us thi ther. H e r e the l and forms a bay, or perhaps a har­
b o u r ; off the N o r t h W e f l point o f w h i c h lies a l ow , r o c k y 
i f land. T h e r e are alfo fome other iflands o f the fame ap­
pearance, fcattered a long the coaft, between this place and 
Point Banks . 

A t eight i n the evening , the if land o f St. Hermogenes ex­
tended f rom South h a l f Eaf l , to South South Eaf l , a quar ter 
E a f l ; and the rocks that l i e o n the N o r t h fide o f it bore 
Sou th Eaf l , three mile3 diflant. I n this fi tuation, we h a d 
for ty fathoms water over a bot tom o f fand and fhells. Soon 
after, on p u t t i n g over hooks and l ines , we caught feveral 
ha l ibu t . 

A t midn igh t , b e i n g pafl the rocks, we bore u p to the 
S o u t h w a r d ; and, at noon, St. Hermogenes bore Nor th* 
four leagues diflant. At- this t ime , the Southernmof l point 
o f the m a i n l and , w i t h i n or to the Weftward o f St. H e r m o ­
genes, lay N o r t h h a l f Weft, diftant five leagues. T h i s pro­
mon to ry , w h i c h is fituated i n the lati tude of 5 8 0 15', and i n 
the longi tude of 2070 24', was named, after the day, Cape 
Whitjunday. A large bay, w h i c h lies to the Weft o f it, ob­
tained the name o f Whitfuntide Bay. T h e l and on the Eaft 
fide o f this bay, o f w h i c h Cape W h i t f u n d a y is the Southern 
point, and Point Banks the Nor the rn one, is, i n a l l re -
fpects, l i k e the ifland o f St. H e r m o g e n e s ; f eeming ly def-
titute o f wood , and part ly free f r o m fnow. It was fup­
pofed to be covered w i t h a moffy fubflance, that gave it a 
b rown i fh eaft. T h e r e were fome reafons to t h i n k it was 
an if land. I f this be fo, the laft ment ioned bay is o n l y 
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the {trait or paffage that feparates i t f r o m the m a i n w*-
June. 

l a n d . «—r—0, 
Between one and two i n the afternoon, the w i n d , w h i c h 

had been at N o r t h Eaft, ih i f t ed at once to the Sou thward . 
It was unfett led t i l l fix, w h e n it fixed at South , w h i c h was 
the very d i rec t ion o f our courfe ; fo that we were ob l iged to 
p l y u p the coalt. T h e weather was g l o o m y , and the a i r 
dry , but co ld . W e flood to the Eaftward t i l l m i d n i g h t ; then 
tacked, and flood i n for the land ; and, between feven and 
eight i n the m o r n i n g o f the 8th, w e were w i t h i n four mi les Mondays, 

o f i t , and not more than h a l f a league f rom fome f u n k e n 
rocks , w h i c h bore Weft South Wel t . In this fituation w e 
tacked in thirty-five fa thoms water, the i i l and o f St. H e r m o ­
genes bear ing Nor th , qo° Ea f l , and the Southernmost l and i n 
l ight , South . 

In Hand ing i n for this coafl, w e croffed the m o u t h o f 
Whi t fun t ide Bay, and faw l and a l l r ound the bottom o f i t ; 
fo that either the l and is connected, or elfe the points l o c k 
i n , one behind another. I a m more inc l ined to t h ink , that 
the former is the cafe ; and that the l and , Eaft o f the bay, 
is a part o f the continent. Some f m a l l iflands l ie o n the 
Wel t o f the bay. T h e fea-coafl to the Sou thward o f it is ra ­
ther l o w , w i t h projecting r o c k y points, between w h i c h are 
fma l l bays or inlets . There was no wood, and but l i t t le 
fnow u p o n the coaf l ; but the mounta ins , w h i c h l ie at fome 
diflance in land , were w h o l l y covered w i t h the latter. W e flood 
off t i l l noon ; then tacked, and flood i n for the land . T h e l a ­
ti tude, at this t ime, was 57* 52.!.'; Cape St. Hermogenes bore 
N o r t h , 3o° W e f l , e ight leagues d i f lan t ; and the Southern-
mof l part of the coaft i n fight, the fame that was feen be­
fore, bore South W e f l , ten leagues diflant. T h e l and here 
forms a point, w h i c h was named Cape Greville. It l ies i n 
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the lat i tude o f 570 33', and i n the long i tude o f 207° 15' ; 
and is diflant fifteen leagues f r o m Cape St. Hermogenes , i n 
the direct ion o f South, 17 0 W e f l . 

TuefcUy 9. T h e three f o l l o w i n g days we had a lmof l conflant m i f l y 
W e d n e f . 10. 

T h u r i d a y i i . weather , w i t h d r i z z l i n g ra in ; fo that we fe ldom had a fight 
o f the coafl. T h e w i n d was South Eafl by South , and South 
South Eaf l , a gentle breeze, and the ai r r a w and cold . W i t h 
this w i n d and weather , we cont inued to p ly u p the coafl, 
m a k i n g boards o f fix or e ight leagues each. T h e depth o f 
water was f r o m th i r ty td fifty-five fathoms, over a coarfe, 
b lack fandy bot tom. 

T h e fog c l ea r ing up , w i t h the change o f the w i n d to South 
Friday 12. W e f l , i n the even ing o f the 12th, w e had a fight o f the l a n d 

bear ing W e f l , twelve leagues diflant. W e flood i n for i t 
ear ly next m o r n i n g . A t noon we were not above three 
mi le s f rom i t ; an elevated point , w h i c h obtained the name 
o f Cape Barnabas, l y i n g i n the lati tude o f 5 7 * 13' bore N o r t h 
N o r t h Eafl h a l f Ea f l , ten mi les dif lant ; and the coafl extended 
f r o m Nor th , 420 Eaf l , to W e f l South Weft. T h e N o r t h Eaft 
extreme was loft i n a haze ; but the point to the Sou th Weft, 
whofe elevated f u m m i t terminated i n two round h i l l s ; on 
that account was cal led Two headed Point. T h i s part o f the 
coaft, i n w h i c h arc feveral fma l l bays, is compofed of h i g h 
h i l l s and deep v a l l i e s ; and in fome places we cou ld fee the 
tops of other h i l l s , beyond thofe that f o r m the coaft ; w h i c h 
was but l i t t le i ncumbered w i t h fnow, but had a very barren 
appearance. No t a tree or bufh was to be feen upon i t ; and, 
i n general , it had a b rown i fh hue, probably the effect, o f a 
m o i l y cover ing . 

I cont inued to ply to the South Weft by Weft, as the coaft 
trended ; and , at fix i n the even ing , be ing m i d w a y between 
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Cape Barnabas and Two-headed Point , and two leagues 
J u n e . 

f r o m the fhore, the depth o f water was fixty two fathoms. 1 „ — - * 

F r o m this f lat ion, a l o w point o f land made its appearance 
beyond T w o - h e a d e d Point , bear ing South , 690 W e i l ; and , 
w i t h o u t it, other l and that had the appearance o f an i i l and , 
bore South, 5 9 * W e f l . 

A t noon, o n the 13th, b e i n g i n lati tude 56* 49', Cape St .Bar- Saturdayij. 

nabas bore N o r t h , 52° E a f l ; Two-headed Point N o r t h , 14° 
W e f l , feven or e ight mi les diftant; and the coaft o f the c o n - * 
tinent extended as far as South , 724.0 Weft ; and the l and feen 
the preced ing evening , and fuppofed to be an if land, n o w 
appeared l i k e two iflands. F r o m whatever quarter T w o -
headed Point was v iewed , it had the appearance of b e i n g an 
i f l a n d ; or elfe it is a peninfula , on each fide o f w h i c h the 
fhore forms a bay. T h e w i n d ftill con t inued Wefterly, a 
gentle breeze ; the weather rather d u l l and c loudy , and the 
air fharp and dry . 

W e were w e l l u p w i t h the Southernmoft l and next m o r n - S u n d a y 14. 

i n g , and found it to be an if land, w h i c h was named Trinity 
Ifland. Its greateft extent is fix leagues i n the d i rec t ion o f 
fc^aft and Weft. E a c h end is elevated naked land , and i n 
the midd le it is l o w ; fo that, at a dif lance, f rom fome points 
o f v i e w , it affumes the appearance o f two iflands. It lies i n 
the lat i tude o f 5 6 0 3 6 ' and i n the longi tude o f 2 0 5 0 ; and be­
tween two and three leagues f r o m the cont inent ; w h i c h 
fpace is interfperfed w i t h fma l l iflands and r o c k s ; but there 
feemed to be good paffage enough , and alfo fafe anchorage*. 
A t firft, we were i n c l i n e d to th ink , that this was Beer ing 's 
Foggy I/Iand*; but its fituation fo near the m a i n does not f u i u 
his chart. 

* Tumannm-oflrcwy e'eft-a-dire, Uijle Nebuhufe. Muller, p. 261. 
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June' ^ t e i S n t u l t n e even ing , we flood i n for the l and , t i l l we 
v — ^ were w i t h i n a league o f the above-mentioned fma l l iflands. 

T h e Wef le rnmof l part o f the continent n o w in fight, be ing a 
l o w point f a c i n g T r i n i t y Ifland, and w h i c h we called CapeTrini-
ty> n o w bore W e f l N o r t h W e f l . Inthis fi tuation, h a v i n g tacked 
i n f i f ty-four fathoms water, over a bottom o f b lack fand, 
w e flood over for the if land, in tend ing to w o r k u p between 
it and the m a i n . T h e l a n d to the Wef tward o f T w o - h e a d e d 
Point , is not fo moun ta inous as it is to the N o r t h Eaft o f it, 
n o r does fo m u c h fnow l ie upon it. The re are, however , 
a good m a n y h i l l s confiderably e levated; but they are dif-
j o ined by large tracts o f flat l and that appeared to be per­
fect ly deftitute o f wood , and very bar ren . 

A s we were ftanding over toward the ifland, we met two 
m e n i n a f m a l l canoe, p a d d l i n g f rom it to the m a i n . F a r 
f r o m approach ing us, they feemed rather to avoid it . T h e 
w i n d n o w began to i nc l ine to the S o u t h ; and we had rea­
fon to expect, that it w o u l d foon be at South Eaft. E x p e ­
r ience h a v i n g taught us, that a South Eafterly w i n d was 
here genera l ly , i f not a lways , accompanied by a th ick fog, 
I was afraid to venture t h r o u g h between the ifland and the 
continent , left the paffage fhould not be accomplished before 
n igh t , or before the th ick weather came o n ; w h e n we fhou ld 
be ob l iged to anchor, and, by that means, lofe the advan­
tage o f a fa i r w i n d . Thefe reafons induced me to ftretch 
out to fea ; and we paffed two or three rocky iflots that l i e 
near the Eaft end o f T r i n i t y Ifland. A t four i n the after­
noon, h a v i n g weathered the ifland, we tacked, and fleered 
Weft, Souther ly , w i t h a frefli gale at South Sou th Eaf t ; 
w h i c h , before m i d n i g h t , veered to the South Eaft ; and was, 
as u fua l , attended w i t h mifty, d r i z z l i n g , r a iny weather. 
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B y the courfe we fleered a l l n igh t , I was i n hopes o f f a l l - !77^r 
- , * .• . . , June. 

i n g i n w i t h the cont inent m the m o r n i n g . A n d , doubtlefs, *—-v * 
we f l iou ld have feen it, h a d the weather been, i n the leafl , M o n d a y I 5 < 

c l ea r ; but the fog prevented. Seeing no land at noon, and 
the gale increafing, w i t h a t h i c k fog and ra in , I fleered W e f l 
N o r t h Wef l , under fuch fail as we cou ld eafily h a u l the 
w i n d w i t h ; be ing f u l l y fenfible o f the danger o f r u n n i n g 
before a f l rong gale i n a th ick fog, i n the v i c in i t y o f an u n ­
k n o w n coafl. It was, however , neceffary to r u n fome r i fk 
w h e n the, w i n d favoured u s ; for clear weather, we had 
found , was genera l ly accompanied w i t h winds f r o m the 
Weft. 

Between two and three i n the afternoon, l and was feen 
t h r o u g h the fog, bear ing N o r t h Weft, not more than three 
or four mi l e s diftant. U p o n this, we immedia t e ly hau led 
u p South, clofe to the w i n d . Soon after, the two courfcs 
were fplit , fo that we had others to b r i n g to the yards ; 
and feveral others o f our fails received confiderable d a ­
mage. A t n ine , the gale abated ; the weather cleared u p ; 
and we got fight o f the coaft again , ex tending f r o m Weft by 
South to N o r t h Weft, about four or five leagues diflant. O n 
found ing , we found a h u n d r e d fathoms water, over a m u d d y 
bot tom. Soon after, the fog returned, and we faw no more 
of the land a l l n ight . 

A t four next m o r n i n g , the fog b e i n g n o w difperfed, We Tuefchy i5. 

found ourfclves i n a manner furrounded by l a n d ; the con­
tinent, or what was fuppofed to be the continent, extending 
f r o m Weft South Weft to N o r t h Eaft by N o r t h ; and fome 
elevated l and bear ing South Eaft h a l f S o u t h ; by cftimation 
eight or nine leagues diflant. ' fhe N o r t h Eaft extreme o f 
the m a i n was the fame point of land that we had fa l len i n 
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»77 8 - w i t h d u r i n g the f o g ; and we named it Foggy Cape. It lies 
v , mem*** i n lat i tude 56° 31', A t this t ime, h a v i n g had but l i t t le w i n d 

a l l n igh t , a breeze fp rung up at N o r t h Weft. W i t h this we 
ftood to the Sou thward , to m a k e the l a n d , feen i n that d i ­
rect ion, p la iner . 

A t n ine o 'c lock, we found it to be an ifland o f about n ine 
leagues i n compafs j l y i n g i n the lat i tude o f 560 10', and i n 
the longi tude o f 2020

 45'; and it is d i f t ingui fhcd i n ou r chart 
by the name o f Foggy Ifland; h a v i n g reafon to believe, f r o m 
its f i tuation, that it is the fame w h i c h had that name g i v e n 
to it by Beer ing . A t the fame t ime , three or four iflands, 
l y i n g before a bay, fo rmed by the coaft o f the m a i n l and , 
bore N o r t h by W e f t ; a point, w i t h three or four p innacle 
rocks upon it, w h i c h was cal led Pinnacle Point, bore N o r t h 
Weft by W e f t ; and a clufter o f f m a l l iflots, or rocks , l y i n g 
about n ine leagues f r o m the coaft, South South Eaft. 

A t noon , w h e n our lat i tude was 560 9', and o u r long i tude 
2 0 1 ° 45', thefe rocks bore South , 5S0 Eaft, ten mi les d i f tant ; 
P innac le Po in t , N o r t h N o r t h Weft , diftant feven l e agues ; 
the neareft part o f the m a i n l and N o r t h Weft by Weft, fix 
leagues diftant; and the moft advanced l and to the Sou th 
Weft, w h i c h had the appearance o f be ing an if land, bore 
Weft, a l i t t le Souther ly . In the afternoon, we had l i t t le or no 
w i n d ; fo that ou r progrefs was inconfiderable. A t e ight i n 
the even ing , the coaft extended f r o m South Weft to N o r t h 
N o r t h Eaft ; the neareft part about eight leagues diftant. 

Wednef. i 7 . O n the 17th, the w i n d was between Weft and N o r t h Weft, 
a gentle breeze, and fometimes a lmof l c a lm . T h e weather 
was clear, and the a i r fharp and dry . A t noon, the con t i ­
nent extended f r o m South Weft to N o r t h by Eaf t ; the near­
eft part feven leagues diftant. A large g roup o f iflands l y i n g 
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about the fame diftance f r o m the continent , extended f r o m <77j 
South 26 0 Weft, to South 5 2 0 Weft . 

It was c a l m great part o f the 18th ; and the weather was T h u r f d a y i s . 

clear and plcafant. W e avai led ourfelves o f this , by m a k i n g 
obfervations for the longi tude and var ia t ion . T h e latter was 
found to be 210 27' Eaft. There can be no doubt that there 
is a con t inua t ion o f the continent between T r i n i t y Iftand 
and F o g g y Cape, w h i c h the th ick weather prevented us 
f r o m feeing. For fome diftance to the South Weft o f that 
Cape, this count ry is more b roke n or rugged than any part 
w e had yet feen, both w i t h refpect. to the h i l l s thcmfelves, 
and to the coaft, w h i c h feemed f u l l o f creeks, or f m a l l i n ­
lets, none of w h i c h appeared to be o f any great depth. Per­
haps, u p o n a clofer examina t ion , fome o f the project ing 
points between thefe inlets w i l l be found to be iflands. Eve ry 
part had a very barren afpect; and was covered w i t h fnow, 
f r o m the fummi t s o f the higheft h i l l s , d o w n to a very f m a l l 
diftance f rom the fea-coaft. 

H a v i n g occafion to fend a boat on board the Difcovery , 
one o f the people i n her fhot a very beau t i fu l b i r d o f the 
a w k k i n d . It is fomcwhat ' l c f s than a duck , and o f a b lack 
colour , except the fore-part o f the head, w h i c h is w h i t e ; 
and f r o m above and beh ind each eye arifes an elegant y e l -
lowi fh - whi te creft, revolved b a c k w a r d as a ram's ho rn . T h e 
b i l l and feet are red. It is, perhaps, the alca vionochroa o f 
Steller, ment ioned i n the Hif tory o f K a m t f c h a t k a * . I t h i n k 
the firft of thefe birds was feen by us, a l i t t le to the S o u t h ­
ward of Cape St. Hermogenes . F r o m that t ime, wc gene­
ra l ly faw fome o f t hem every d a y ; and fometimes i n large 

* P . 153. E n g . T r a n f . 
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1778. flocks. Befides thefe, we da i ly faw mof l o f the other fea-
June. , y 

e—^^_r birds, that are c o m m o n l y found i n other No r th e rn oceans.j 
fuch as gu l l s , fhags, puffins, fhecrwaters ; and fomet imes 
ducks , geefe, and fwans. A n d f c ldom a day paffed wi thou t 
feeing feals, whales , and other large fifh. 

In the afternoon, we got a l igh t breeze o f w i n d Souther ly , 
w h i c h enabled us to fleer Wef l , for the channel that appear­
ed between the iflands and the con t inen t ; and, at day break 

Friday i 9 . next m o r n i n g , we were at no great diflance f r o m it, and 
f o u n d feveral o i l i e r iflands, w i t h i n thofe already feen by us, 
of var ious extent both i n he igh t and c i rcu i t . But between 
thefe laft iflands, and thofe before feen, there feemed to be 
a clear channe l , for w h i c h I fleered, b e i n g afraid to keep 
the coafl o f the cont inent aboard, left we m o u l d mi f l ake 
fome point o f it for an if land, and , by that means, be d r a w n 
into fome inlet , and lofe the advantage o f the fair w i n d , 
w h i c h at this t ime b l e w . 

I therefore kept a long the Southernmof l c h a i n o f i f lands ; 
and at noon we were i n the lat i tude o f 550 18', and i n the 
narrowef l part o f the channe l , fo rmed b y them and thofe 
w h i c h l ie a long the continent, where it is about a league 
and a half , or two leagues over. Th e largefl i i l and i n this 
g r o u p was n o w on ou r left, and is d i f l ingui fhed by the name 
o f Kodiak*, according to the i n fo rma t ion we afterward re­
ceived. I left the refl o f t h e m wi thou t names. I believe 
t h e m to be the fame that Bee r ing calls SchumaghVs 
Iflands - f ; or thofe iflands w h i c h he ca l led by that name, to 
be a part o f them ; for this g roup is pretty extenfive. W e 

* See an Account of Kodiak, in Stashlin's New Northern Archipelago, 

f See Mullcr's Decouvertes dss Rujfts, p. 262—277. 
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faw iflands as far to the Sou thward as an ifland cou ld be 
feen. T h e y commence i n the longi tude o f 2 0 0 0 15' Eaft, and 
extend a degree and a half, or two degrees, to the Wef tward . 
I cannot be par t icular} as we could not d i f t inguifh a l l the 
iflands f rom the coaft o f the continent. Moft of thefe iflands 
are o f a good height , very barren and rugged ; a b o u n d i n g 
w i t h rocks and ftcep cliffs, and e x h i b i t i n g other romant ic 
appearances. The re are feveral fnug bays and coves about 
them ; ftreams o f frefh water r u n f rom their elevated parts ; 
fome drift wood was f loating around ; but not a tree or buf l i 
was to be feen g r o w i n g on the land . A good deal o f fnow ftill 
lay on m a n y of t h e m ; and the parts o f the continent, w h i c h 
fhewed themfelves between the inncrmoft iflands, were quite 
covered w i t h it. 

A t four i n the afternoon, we had paffed a l l the iflands that 
l ay to the Sou thward o f us ; the Southernmoft, at this t ime, 
bea r ing South 3 0 Eaft, and the Wefternmoft point o f l a n d 
n o w i n fight, South 8 2 0 Weft. Fo r this point we fleered, and 
paffed between it and two or three elevated rocks that l ie 
about a league to the Eaft o f it. 

Some t ime after we had got t h rough this channe l , i n 
w h i c h we found forty fathoms water, the Difcovery , n o w 
two mi les aftern, fired three guns, and brought to, and 
made the f ignal to fpeak w i t h us. T h i s a la rmed me not a 
l i t t le ; and as no apparent danger had been r emarked i n the 
paffage t h r o u g h the channe l , it was apprehended that fome 
accident, fuch as f p r i n g i n g a leak, muft have happened. A 
boat was immedia te ly fent to her; and in a fhort t ime re­
turned wi th Capta in C le rke . I now learned f rom h i m , that 
fome natives, i n three it four canoes, w h o had been f o l ­
l o w i n g the fhip for fome t ime, at l ength got under his ftern. 

One 



One o f them then made m a n y figns, t a k i n g off his cap, and 
b o w i n g , after the manne r o f Europeans . A rope be ing 
handed d o w n f r o m the (hip, to this he fattened a f m a l l t h i n 
wooden cafe or box ; and h a v i n g del ivered this fafe, and 
fpoken fometh ing , and made fome more figns, the canoes 
dropped a i l c r n , and left the Difcovery. N o one on board 
her had any fufpicion that the box contained any t h i n g t i l l 
after the departure o f the canoes, w h e n it was accidental ly 
opened, and a piece o f paper was found , folded up careful ly , 
u p o n w h i c h fometh ing was wri t ten i n the Ruffian language , 
as was fuppofed. T h e date 1778 was prefixed to it j and, i n 
the body o f the wri t ten note, there was a reference to the 
year 1776. Not learned enough to decypher the alphabet o f 
the wri ter , his numera l s m a r k e d fufficiently that others had 
preceded us i n v i f i t i ng this dreary part o f the globe, w h o were 
u n i t e d to us by other ties befides thofe o f our c o m m o n nature; 
and the hopes o f foon mee t ing w i t h fome o f the Ruff ian 
traders, cou ld not but g ive a fenfible fatisfaction to thofe 
w h o had, for fuch a l eng th o f t ime, been converfant w i t h the 
favages o f the Pacific Ocean, and o f the continent o f N o r t h 
A m e r i c a . 

Capta in Clerke was, at firft, o f op in ion , that fome Ruffians 
h a d been fh ipwrccked h e r e ; and that thefe unfor tunate 
perfons, feeing our fliips pafs, had taken this me thod to i n ­
f o r m us of their fituation. Imprel led w i t h h u m a n e fent i­
ments , on fuch an occafion, he was defirous o f o u r flopping 
t i l l they m i g h t have t ime to j o i n us. But no fuch idea oc­
curred to me. It feemed obvious, that i f this had been the 
cafe, it w o u l d have been the firft ftep taken by fuch fhip­
w r c c k e d perfons, i n order to fecure to themfclves, and to 
their companions , the re l ie f they cou ld not but be folici tous 
about, to fend fome of their body off to the fhips i n the ca­

noes. 



noes. For this reafon, I rather thought that the paper con -
tained a note o f i n fo rma t ion , left by fome Ruff ian trader, 1 r-—' 
w h o had lately been amongft thefe iflands, to be del ivered 
to the next o f their c o u n t r y m e n w h o m o u l d arrive ; and 
that the natives, feeing our fhips pafs, and fuppofing us to 
be Ruffians, had rcfolved to b r i n g off the note, t h i n k i n g ir 
m i g h t induce us to flop. F u l l y convinced of this, I d id not 
flay to inqu i re any farther into the mat te r ; but made fai l , 
and ftood away to the Weftward, a long the coaft: perhaps I 
fhould fay a long the i f l ands ; for we cou ld not pronounce, 
w i t h certainty, whether the neareft l and , w i t h i n us, was 
continent or iflands, I f not the latter, the coaft here forms 
fome tolerably large and deep bays. 

W e cont inued to r u n a l l n igh t w i t h a gentle breeze at 
N o r t h Eaf t ; and, at two o'clock next m o r n i n g , fome Saturday *o> 

breakers were feen w i t h i n us, at the diftance o f two miles . 
T w o hours after, others were feen ahead ; and, on ou r l a r ­
board bow, and between us and the land, they were i n n u ­
merable . W e d id but juft clear them, by h o l d i n g a South 
courfe. Thefe breakers were occafioncd by r o c k s ; fome o f 
w h i c h were above water. T h e y extend feven leagues f rom 
the l and ; and are very dangerous, efpecially i n th ick wea ­
ther, to w h i c h this coaft feems m u c h fubjecT. A t noon , we 
had juft got on their outf ide; and, by obfervation, we were 
i n the lati tude o f 540 44/, and in the longi tude o f 1980. T h e 
neareft land, be ing an elevated b lu f f point, w h i c h was cal led 
Rock Point, bore Nor th , feven or eight leagues dif lant ; the 
Weftcrnmoft part o f the m a i n , or what was fuppofed to be 
the m a i n , bore N o r t h 8o° W e f t ; and a round h i l l , w i t h ­
out, w h i c h was found to be an i i land , and was cal led 
Halibut-head* bore South 650 Weft, thirteen leagues diftant. 

On 



j7?3. O n the 21ft at noon , h a v i n g made but l i t t le progrefs, on 
L—account o f faint winds and ca lms , H a l i b u t - h e a d , wdi ich lies 

i n the lat i tude o f 540 27', and i n the long i tude o f 197 0, bore 
N o r t h 24 0 W e f t ; and the if land o n w h i c h it is, and cal led 
Halibut Ifland* extended f r o m N o r t h by Eaft, to N o r t h Weft 
by Weft, two leagues diftant. T h i s if land is feven or e ight 
leagues in c i r c u i t ; and, except the head, the l and o f it is 
l o w and very barren. T h e r e arc feveral f m a l l iflands near 
i t , a l l o f the fame appearance; but there feemed to be a 
pal lagc between t h e m and the m a i n , two or three leagues 
broad. 

T h e rocks and breakers, before ment ioned, forced us fo 
far f r o m the continent, that we had but a diftant v i ew o f the 
coaft between Rock Point and H a l i b u t Ifland. Over this 
and the adjo in ing iflands w c cou ld fee the m a i n l and co­
vered w i t h f n o w ; but, par t icu lar ly , fome h i l l s , whofe ele­
vated tops were feen, t ower ing above the c louds, to .a moft 
ftupendous height . T h e moft South Wefterly o f thefe 
h i l l s was difcovered to have a volcano* w h i c h con t inua l ly 
t h rew up vaft c o l u m n s o f b lack fmoke. it Hands not far 
f r o m the coaft; and i n the lati tude of 5 4 0 4 $ , and the 
longi tude o f 1950 45' . It is alfo r emarkab le , f rom its figure, 
w h i c h is a complete cone ; and the volcano is at the very 
fummi t . W e feldom faw this (or indeed any other o f thefe 
mounta ins ) w h o l l y clear o f c louds. A t times, both bale 
and f u m m i t w o u l d be c l e a r ; w h e n a nar row c loud, fome­
times two or three, one above another, Would embrace the 
midd le , l i ke a g i rd le ; w h i c h , w i t h the c o l u m n o f fmoke, 
r i f ing perpendicular to a great he ight out o f its top, and 
fprcading before the w i n d into a ta i l o f v a i l length, made a 
very piclurefquc appearance. It may be w o r t h r e m a r k i n g , 
that the w i n d , at the height to w h i c h the fmoke o f this 
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volcano reached, moved fometimes i n a d i rect ion contrary '778. 

to what it d id at fea, even w h e n it b lew a frefh gale. \ 

In the afternoon, h a v i n g three hours ca lm , ou r people 
caught u p w a r d o f a h u n d r e d hal ibuts , fome o f w h i c h 
w e i g h e d a hundred pounds, and none lefs than twenty pounds. 
T h i s was a very feafonable refrefhment to us . In the height 
o f ou r f i fhing, w h i c h was i n thirty-five fathoms water, and 
three or four mi les f r o m the fhore, a fma l l canoe, conduct­
ed by one m a n , came to us f rom the large i i l and . O n ap­
proach ing the fhip, he took off his cap, and bowed, as the 
other had done, w h o vifited the Difcovery the preceding 
day. It was evident, that the Ruffians m u f l have a c o m m u ­
nica t ion and traffic w i t h thefe peop le ; not on ly f r o m their 
acqui red politencfs, but f rom the note before ment ioned . 
B u t we had n o w a frefh proof o f i t ; for ou r prefent vifiter 
wore a pair o f green c lo th breeches, and a jacket o f b l a c k 
c lo th , or fluff, under the gut-fhirt or f rock o f his o w n coun­
try. H e had n o t h i n g to barter, except a grey fox f k i n , and 
fome f i fhing implements or ha rpoons ; the heads o f thefhafts 
o f w h i c h , for the l eng th of a foot, or more, were neatly made 
o f bone, as t h i ck as a wa lk ing -cane , and carved. H e had 
w i t h h i m a bladder, f u l l o f fomething, w h j c h we fuppofed 
to be o i l ; for he opened it , took a m o u t h f u l , and then fatten­
ed it aga in . 

I l i s canoe was o f the fame make w i t h thofe we had feen 
before ; but rather fmal ler . H e ufed the double-bladed 
paddle, as d id a l io thole w h o had vifued the Difcovery. In 
his fize and features, he exactly refembled thofe wc faw i n 
Prince W i l l i a m ' s Sound , and i n the Great R i v e r ; but he was 
quite free f rom paint o f any k i n d ; and had the perforation 
of his l i p made i n an obl ique direct ion, wi thout any orna-
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1778. merit i n i t . H e d id not feem to under f land any of iht 
u J ! ^ — 1 words c o m m o n l y ufed by our vifiters i n the Sound, w h e n 

repeated to h i m . But , perhaps, our faul ty p ronunc ia t ion , 
rather than his ignorance of the dialect, m a y be in fe r red 
f r o m this . 

T h e weather was c loudy and hazy , w i t h , n o w and then, 
Monday 22. funfhine, t i l l the afternoon o f the 2 2 d , w h e n the w i n d came 

r o u n d to the South Eaf l , and, as u fua l , b rought th i ck r a iny 
weather. Before the fog came o n , no part o f the m a i n l and 
was i n fight, except the volcano, and another m o u n t a i n clofe 
by i t . I cont inued to fleer W e f l t i l l feven i n the evening , 
w h e n , b e i n g apprehenfive o f f a l l i n g i n w i t h the l and i n 
t h i c k weather, we hau led the w i n d to the Southward , t i l l 

Tucfday23. two o 'clock next m o r n i n g , and then bore away aga in 
W e f l . W e made but l i t t le progrefs, h a v i n g the w i n d v a ­
r iab le , and but l i t t le o f it , t i l l at laft it fixed i n the Wef le rn 
board, and at five i n the afternoon, h a v i n g a g l e a m of f un ­
fhine, we faw l and bear ing N o r t h 590 Wefl , appear ing i n h i l ­
locks l i k e iflands. 

Wednef. 24. A t fix i n the m o r n i n g o f the 24th, we got a fight o f the 
continent ; and at n ine it was feen extending f r o m N o r t h 
E a f l by Eaf l , to South Wefl by W e f l , h a l f W e f l ; the nearefl 
part about four leagues diflant. T h e land to the South Wef l 
proved to be i f lands; the fame that had been fecn the pre­
ced ing evening . But the other was a cont inuat ion o f the 
continent, w i thou t any iflands to obf l ruc l ou r v i e w o f it. In 
the evening, be ing about four leagues f r o m the fhore, i n 
for ty- two fathoms water, h a v i n g li t t le or no w i n d , we had 
recourfe to our hooks and l ines j but o n l y t w o or three f m a l l 
cod were caught . 

The 



T h e next m o r n i n g we got a breeze Eafterly ; and , wha t I 7? 8 -

was u n c o m m o n , w i t h this w i n d , clear wea ther ; fo that we ^ —* 
not o n l y faw the volcano, but other mounta ins , bo th to the T h l i r [ d a y 2 , t 

Ealt and Weft o f it, and a l l the coaft of the m a i n l and under 
them, m u c h pla iner than at any t ime before. It extended 
f r o m N o r t h Eaft by Nor th , to Nor th Weft h a l f Weft, where 
it feemed to terminate. Between this point and the iflands 
w i t h o u t it, there appeared a large open ing , for w h i c h I 
fleered, t i l l we raifed l and beyond it. T h i s l and , a l t h o u g h 
we d id not perceive that it jo ined the continent, made a paf­
fage t h rough the open ing very doubt fu l . It alfo made i t 
doub t fu l , whether the l and w h i c h we faw to the South Weft, 
was infu lar or con t inen t a l ; and, i f the latter, it was obvious 
that the o p e n i n g w o u l d be a deep bay or inlet , f r o m w h i c h , 
i f once we entered it w i t h an Eafterly w i n d , i t w o u l d not 
be fo eafy to get out. No t ca r ing , therefore, to truft too 
m u c h to appearances, I fleered to the Sou thward . H a v i n g 
thus got wi thou t a l l the l a n d i n fight, I then fleered Weft, 
i n w h i c h direct ion the iflands l a y ; for fuch we found this 
l and to be. 

B y eight o ' c lock we h a d paffed three o f them, a l l o f a 
g o o d he ight . M o r e o f t hem were n o w feen to the Weft­
w a r d ; the South Wefternmoft part o f t h e m bear ing Weft 
N o r t h Weft . T h e weather, i n the afternoon, became 
g l o o m y , and at l eng th turned to a m i l l ; and the w i n d 
b l ew frefl i at Eaft. I therefore, at ten at n igh t , hau l ed the 
w i n d to the Sou thward t i l l day-break, w h e n we refumed our l l r i d a y 2 ( i 

courfe to the Weft. 

D a y - l i g h t avai led us l i t t l e ; for the weather was fo th ick , 
that w c cou ld not fee a h u n d r e d yards before u s ; but as 
the w i n d was n o w moderate, I ventured to r u n . A t h a l f 
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paft four, we were a la rmed at hea r ing the found of breakers 
o n ou r larboard bow. O n heav ing the lead, we f o u n d 
twenty-e ight fathoms water ; and the next ca l l , twenty-f ive. 
I immed ia t e ly b rought the fhip to, w i t h her head to the 
N o r t h w a r d , and anchored i n this laft depth, over a bot tom 
o f coarfe fand j c a l l i n g , the Difcovery, fhe b e i n g clofe by us* 
to anchor alfo. 

A f ew hours after, the fog h a v i n g cleared away a l i t t le , 
i t appeared that we had efcaped very i m m i n e n t danger . 
W e found ourfelves three quarters o f a m i l e f r o m the N o r t h 
Eaf l fide o f an if land, w h i c h extended f r o m South by W e f l 
h a l f W e f l , to N o r t h by Eaf l h a l f Eafl , each extreme about 
a league diflant. T w o elevated rocks , the one bea r ing 
Sou th by Eaf l , and the other Eaf l by South , were about h a l f 
a league each f r o m us, and about the fame diflance f r o m 
each other. The re were feveral breakers about t h e m ; a n d 
yet Providence had, i n the dark , conducted the fl i ips through^ 
between thefe rocks, w h i c h I fhould not have ventured i n a 
clear day, and to fuch an anchor ing-p lace , that I cou ld not 
have chofen a better. 

F i n d i n g ourfelves fo near l and , I fent a boat to examine 
wha t it produced. In the afternoon fhe r e tu rned ; and the 
officer, w h o c o m m a n d e d her, reported, that it produced 
fome tolerably good grafs, and feveral other f m a l l p l an t s ; 
one o f w h i c h was l i k e purf la in , and cat very w e l l , ei ther i n 
foups, or as a fal lad. There was no appearance o f fhrubs or 
trees ; but o n the beach were a few pieces o f dr i f t -wood. It 
was j u d g e d to be low-water between ten and eleven o ' c l o c k ; 
a n d we found , where we lay at anchor , that the flood-tide 
came f r o m the Eaf l or South Eaf l . 

In 



Ih the n ight , the w i n d b l ew frefh at Sou th ; but was more 
moderate toward the m o r n i n g , and the fog par t ly dif-
perfed. H a v i n g we ighed at feven o 'c lock, w c fleered to 
the Nor thward , between the ifland under w h i c h we had a n ­
chored, and another f m a l l one near it. The channel is 
not above a m i l e b r o a d ; and before we were th rough i t , 
the w i n d failed, and we were ob l iged to anchor i n th i r ty -
four fatnoms water. W e had n o w l a n d i n every d i rec t ion . 
T h a t to the South, extended to the South W e f l , i n a r idge 
o f m o u n t a i n s ; but our fight cou ld not determine whether i t 
compofed one or more iflands. W e af terward found it to be 
on ly one if land, and k n o w n by the name o f OonaUiJJjka. B e ­
tween it, and the land to the N o r t h , w h i c h had the appear­
ance of be ing a g roup of iflands, there feemed to be a c h a n ­
n e l , in the direct ion o f Nor th W e f l by Nor th . O n a point , 
w h i c h bore W e f l f r o m the fhip, three quarters o f a m i l e 
diflant, wTere feveral natives, and their habitations. T o this 
place we faw them tow i n two whales , w h i c h we fuppofed 
they had juft k i l l e d . A few of them, now and then, came off 
to the f l i ips , and bartered a few t r i f l ing things w i t h our peo­
ple ; but never remained above a quarter o f an hou r at a t ime. 
O n the contrary, they rather feemed f h y ; and yet, we cou ld 
j udge that they were no ftrangers to veffels, i n fome degree, 
l i k e ours. T h e y behaved w i t h a degree o f politenefs u n ­
c o m m o n to lavage tribes. 

A t one o 'c lock i n the afternoon, h a v i n g a l i g h t breeze at 
N o r t h En ft, and the tide o f flood i n our favour, we we ighed , 
and fleered for the channe l above men t ioned , - in hopes, af­
ter we were th rough , o f f ind ing the land trend awa<y to 
the Nor thward , or, at leaft, a paffage out to fea, to the 
Weft. For we fuppofed ourfelves, as it rea l ly happened, 
to be amongft iflands, and not i n an inlet o f the cont inent . 

W e 



1778. W c had not been l o n g under fai l , before the w i n d veered to 
— t h e N o r t h , w h i c h ob l iged us to ply . T h e foundings were 

f r o m forty to twenty-feven fathoms, over a bottom o f fand 
and m u d . In the evening, the ebb m a k i n g againft us, we 
anchored about three leagues f r o m our laft ftation, w i t h the 
paffage bear ing N o r t h Weft. 

Sunday 28. A t day-break, the next m o r n i n g , w re we ighed , w i t h a 
l i g h t breeze at South , w h i c h carried us up to the paflagc, 
w h e n it was fucccedcd by var iable l i gh t airs f r o m a l l d i ­
rections. But as there r u n a rapid tide i n our favour , the 
Refo lu t ion got t h r o u g h before the ebb made. T h e Di fco­
very was not fo fortunate. She was carr ied back, got 
in to the r ace ; and had fome trouble to get clear o f it . 
A s foon as we were th rough , the l and , on one fide, was 
f o u n d to trend Weft and South Wef t ; and that on the 
other fide to trend N o r t h . T h i s gave us great reafon to 
hope, that the continent had here taken a n e w direc t ion, 
w h i c h was m u c h i n ou r favour. B e i n g i n wan t o f w a ­
ter, and perce iv ing that we r u n fome r i f l i o f d r i v i n g 
about in a rapid tide, w i t h o u t w i n d to govern the fhip, 
I ftood for a harbour , l y i n g on the South fide o f the paf­
fage ; but we were very foon d r iven paft it ; and, to pre­
vent b e i n g forced back t h r o u g h the paffage, came to an 
anchor i n twenty eight fa thoms water, pretty near the 
Southern more, out o f the reach o f the flrong tide. A n d 
yet, even here, we found it to r u n f u l l five knots and a n 
h a l f i n the hour . 

W h i l e we lay here, feveral o f the natives came off to us, 
-each i n a canoe ; and bartered a f ew f i fhing implemen t s 
for tobacco. One o f t hem, a y o u n g m a n , overfet his c a ­
noe, w h i l e along-fide o f one o f our boats. O u r people 

caught 



caught ho ld o f h i m ; but the canoe went adrift , and, be­
i n g p i cked up by another, was carr ied afhore. T h e y o u t h , 
by this accident, was ob l iged to come into the f h i p ; and 
he went d o w n into m y cab in , u p o n the firfl i nv i t a t ion , 
w i thou t expreffing the leaft reluctance, or uneafinefs. 
H i s drefs was an upper garment , l i k e a f l i i r t , made o f 
the large gut o f fome fea-animal , probably the w h a l e ; 
and an under garment o f the fame fhape, made of the 
fkins o f birds, dreffed w i t h the feathers on, and neatly 
fewed together ; the feathered fide b e i n g w o r n next h i s 
flcin. It was mended, or patched, w i t h pieces o f filk-
i l u f f ; and his cap was ornamented w i t h two or three forts 
o f glafs beads. H i s o w n clothes being wet, I gave h i m 
others, i n w h i c h he dreffed h imfe l f , w i t h as m u c h cafe as I 
cou ld have done. F r o m his behaviour , and that o f fome 
others, w c were convinced that thefe people were no ftran­
gers to Europeans, a n d to fome o f their cuftoms. But there 
was fometh ing i n our fliips that great ly excited their cu r io -
fity ; for fuch as cou ld not come off i n canoes, affemblcd o n 
the n e i g h b o u r i n g h i l l s to look at them. 

At l ow water, h a v i n g w e i g h e d and towed the fhip into 
the harbour , we anchored there i n nine fathoms water, over 
a bot tom o f fand and m u d . T h e Difcovery got i n foon 
after. A l a u n c h was n o w fent for wa t e r ; and a boat to 
d raw the fe ine; but we caught on ly four trout, and a few 
other fma l l fifh. 

Soon after we anchored, a native o f the ifland b rought 

o n board fuch another note as had been g iven to C a p ­

ta in C le rke . H e prefented it to me ; but i t was w r i t ­

ten i n the F^uilian language , w h i c h , as already obferv-
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177B. ed, none o f us c o u l d read. A s it c o u l d be o f no ufe to 
June. 

v ' me, and m i g h t be o f confequence to others, I re turned i t 

to the bearer, and difmiffed h i m w i t h a f ew prefents ; for 

w h i c h he exprcfled h is thanks , by m a k i n g feveral l o w bows 

as he ret i red. 
Monday 2g. In w a l k i n g , next day, a l o n g the fhore, I met w i t h a 

g roup o f natives o f bo th fexes, feated on the grafs, at a 
repaft, conf id ing o f r aw fifh, w h i c h they feemed to eat 
w i t h as m u c h rel i fh as we m o u l d a turbot, ferved u p w i t h 
the r ichef l fauce. By the even ing we had completed o u r 
water, and made fuch oblervations as the t ime and w e a ­
ther w o u l d permit . I have taken notice o f the rap id i ty 
o f the tide w i thou t the h a r b o u r ; but it was inconfider-
able w i t h i n . It was l o w water at n o o n ; and h i g h w a ­
ter at h a l f pafl fix i n the even ing ; and the water rofe, u p o n 
a perpendicular , three feet four inches ; but there were 
m a r k s o f its fometimes r i f ing a foot h igher . 

T h i c k fogs, and a contrary w i n d , detained us t i l l the 
July. 

Thurfday*. 2 d o f J u l y ; w h i c h afforded an oppor tun i ty o f acqu i r ­
i n g fome k n o w l e d g e o f the country , and o f its i nhab i t ­
ants. T h e rcfult o f our obfervations w i l l be ment ioned i n 
another place. A t prefent, I f l i a l l o n l y defcribe the ha r ­
bour . 

It is ca l led, by the natives, Samganoodha; and is fituated 
on the N o r t h fide o f Oonalafhka , i n the lati tude o f 530 55', 
i n the longi tude o f 1930 30'; and i n the flrait, or paffage, 
that fcparates this ifland f r o m thofe that l ie to the N o r t h 
o f it, and whofe pol i t ion before the harbour fhelters it 
f r o m the winds that b l o w f r o m that quarter. It runs 
i n , Sou th by Weft, about four mi les , and is about a 
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mile broad at the entrance; narrowing toward the head, «778. 

where its breadth is not above a quarter of a mile, and * *̂ "Iy' t 
where fliips can lie land-locked, in feven, fix, and four 
fathoms water. Great plenty of good water may be eafily 
got; but not a Angle flick of wood o f any fize* 

V O L . IX. CHAP, 



C H A P . V I I L 

Progrefs Northward, after leaving Oonalafhka. — The 
Ifands Oonella and Acootan,—Ooneemak.—Shallownefs 
of the Water along the Coafl.—Briflol Bay.—Round 
Ifland.—Calm Point. —Cape Ncwenham. —Lieutenant 
Williamfon lands* and his Report.—Briflol Bay* audits 
Extent.—The Ships obliged to return* on account of 
Shoals.—Natives come off to the Ships.—Death of Mr. 
Anderfon; his Chara&er \ and Ifland named after 
him.—Point Rodney.—Sledge Ifland* and Remarks on 
landing there —Kings Ifland —Cape Prince of Wales, 
the Weffem Extreme of America.—Courfe Weflward. 
—Anchor i?i a Bay on the Coaft of Afla. 

TJ A V I N G put to fea w i t h a l igh t breeze, at South South 
J L A Eaft, we fleered to the N o r t h , mee t ing w i th no th ing 
to obftruct. us in this courfe. For, as I obferved before, the 
Ifland of Oonalafhka, on the one fide, trended South Weft; 
an i l , on the other, no land was to be fecn in a direct ion more 
Nor the r ly than N o r t h Eaft; the whole o f w h i c h land was a 
cont inuat ion of the fame g roup of iflands w h i c h we had 
fa l len in w i t h on the 25th o f June. Tha t w h i c h lies before 
Samganoodha, and forms the Nor th Eaft fide o f the pafTagc 
t h rough w h i c h we came, is cal led Oondla* and is about 
feven leagues i n c i rcumference. Ano the r i i l and , to the 
N o r t h Eaft o f it, is ca l led Acootan, w h i c h is confiderably 
larger than Oonel la , and ha th i n it fome very h i g h m o u n -
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tains, w h i c h were covered w i t h fnow. It appeared, that I77»-
* July-

we m i g h t have gone very fafely between thefe two iflands \ ,—*J 
and the continent, the South W e f l point o f w h i c h opened 
off the N o r t h Eaf l point o f Acootan, in the d i rec t ion 
o f Nor th , 60 ' Eaf t ; and w h i c h proved to be the fame 
point o f l and we had feen w h e n we quit ted the coafl 
o f the continent, on the 2 5 t h o f June, to go without the 
iflands. It is cal led by the people o f thefe parts Oonemak, 
and lies i n the lat i tude o f 540 30', and i n the longi tude o f 
1920 30'. Over the cape, w h i c h , o f itfclf, is h i g h land , is 
a round elevated m o u n t a i n , at this t ime ent irely covered 
w i t h fnow. 

A t fix i n the even ing , this m o u n t a i n bore Eaf l , 20 N o r t h ; 

and at e ight we had no l and i n fight. C o n c l u d i n g , there­
fore, that the coafl o f the continent had n o w taken a Nor th 
Eafterly direct ion, I ventured to fleer the fame courfe, t i l l 
one o 'c lock next m o r n i n g , w h e n the watch on deck thought Friday 3. 

they faw l and ahead. U p o n this we wore, and flood to the 
South Wef l for two hours , and . then re fumcd our courfe to 
the Eaft N o r t h Eaft. 

A t fix o 'c lock, l and was feen ahead, bear ing South Eaft, 
about five leagues diftant. As we advanced, we raifed more 
and more land, a l l connected, and f ceming ly i n the direct ion 
o f our courfe, A t noon, it extended f rom South South Weft 
to Eaft; the neareft part five or fix leagues diftant. O u r l a ­
ti tude, at this t ime, was 550 21', and our longi tude 1950 18'. 
T h i s coaft is on the N o r t h Weft fide o f the volcano m o u n t a i n ; 
fo that we muft have feen it, i f the weather had been to­
le rably clear. 

A t fix i n the evening, after h a v i n g r u n eight leagues 
u p o n an Eaft by N o r t h courfe f rom noon, we founded, and 
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1778. f o u n d forty-eight fathoms, over a bot tom o f b l ack fand. 
July. 0 

v . — B e i n g at this t ime four leagues f r o m the l and , the Eaftern 
part i n fight bore Eaft South Eaft, and appeared as a h i g h 
r o u n d h u m m o c k , f eeming ly detached f r o m d o m a i n . 

H a v i n g cont inued to fteer Eaft N o r t h Eaft a l l n ight , at 
Saturday 4. e ight i n the m o r n i n g o f the 4th, the coaft was feen f r o m 

Sou th South Weft, and Eaft by S o u t h ; and at t imes we c o u l d 
fee h i g h land , covered w i t h fnow, beh ind it. Soon after, i t 
f e l l c a lm , and b e i n g i n th i r ty fathoms water, we put over 
hooks and l ines, and caught a good n u m b e r o f fine cod-fifh. 
A t noon , h a v i n g n o w a breeze f r o m the Eaft, and the wea ­
ther b e i n g clear, we found ourfelves fix leagues f r o m the 
l and , w h i c h extended f r o m South by Weft to Eaft by South . 
T h e h u m m o c k , fecn the preceding evening, bore Sou th 
Weft by South, ten leagues diftant. O u r lati tude was n o w 
5 5 0 5 0 ' , and our longi tude 1 9 7 0 3'. A great h o l l o w fwe l l 
f r o m Weft South Weft, a l lu red us, that there was no m a i n 
l a n d near, i n that direct ion I ftood to the Nor th t i l l fix i n 
the afternoon, w h e n the w i n d h a v i n g veered to South Eaft, 
enabled us to fteer Eaft N o r t h Eaft. T h e coaft l ay i n this 
d i rec t ion, and , at noon the next day, was about four leagues 
diftant. 

O n the 6th and 7th, the w i n d be ing Norther ly , we made 
but l i t t le progrefs. A t eight i n the even ing of the latter, w e 
were i n nineteen fathoms water, and about three or four 
leagues f rom the coaft, w h i c h , on the 8th, extended f r o m 
Sou th South Weft to Raft by Nor th , and was a l l l o w land , 
w i t h a r idge of mounta ins behind it, covered w i t h fnow. 
It is probable, that this l o w coaft extends, fome diftance, to 
the South W e f t ; and that fuch places as we fometimes took 
for inlets or bays, are o n l y vall ies between the mounta ins . 

3 On 

Sunday 5. 

Monday 6. 
Tuefday 7. 

Wednef, 8. 



On the morning of the 9th, with a breeze at North Weft, 
•we fteerecl Eaft by North, to get nearer the coaft. At noon, we « ~—* 
were in the latitude of 570 49', and in the longitude of 2 0 1 0 T H U R F A Y 9 , 

33', and about two leagues from the land, which extended 
from South by Eaft to Eaft North Eaft; being all a low coaft, 
with points mooting out in fome places, which, from the 
deck, appeared like iflands; but, from the maft-head, low 
land was feen to connect, them. In this fituation, the 
depth of water was fifteen fathoms, the bottom a fine 
black fand. 

As we had advanced to the North Eaft, we had found the 
depth of water gradually decreafing, and the coaft trending 
more and more Northerly. But the ridge of mountains be­
hind it, continued to lie in the fame direction as thofe more 
Wefterly; fo .that the extent of the low land, between the 
foot of the mountains and the fea coaft, infenfibly increafed. 
Both high and low grounds were perfectly deftitute of 
wood; but feemed to be covered with a green turf, except 
the mountains, which were covered with fnow. Continuing 
to fteer along the coaft, with a gentle breeze Wefterly, the 
water gradually Ihoaled from fifteen to ten fathoms, though 
•we were at the diftance of eight or ten miles from the 
fhore. At eight in the evening, an elevated mountain, 
which had been in fight for fome time, bore South Eaft by 
Eaft twenty-one leagues diftant. Some other mountains, 
belonging to the fame chain, and much farther diftant, 
bore Eaft 3° North. The coaft extended as far as North 
Eaft half North, where it feemed to terminate in a point, 
beyond which we hoped and expected, that it would take a 
more Eafterly direction. But foon after, we difcovered low 
land, extending from behind this point, as far as North 
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Weft by Weft, where it was loft i n the h o r i z o n ; and beh ind 
it was h i g h land , that appeared i n detached h i l l s . 

T h u s the fine profpeet we had o f get t ing to the N o r t h 
vanifhed in a moment . I flood on t i l l n ine o 'c lock, for fo 
l o n g it was l igh t , and then the point above ment ioned, bore 
N o r t h Eaft ha l f Eaft, about three mi les diflant. B e h i n d this 
point is a r iver , the entrance o f w h i c h feemed to be a m i l e 
broad ; but I can fay n o t h i n g as to its depth. T h e water 
appeared difcoloured, as upon fhoaJs, but a c a l m w o u l d 
have g iven it the fame afpect. It feemed to have a w i n d i n g 
direct ion, t h r o u g h the great flat that lies between the cha in 
o f mounta ins to the South Eaft, a n d the h i l l s to the N o r t h 
Weft. It muft abound w i t h fa lmon, as we faw m a n y leap­
i n g i n the fea before the en t rance ; and fome were found i n 
the maws o f cod w h i c h w e had caught . T h e entrance o f 
this r iver , dif t inguifhed by the name o f Brijiol River* l ies 
i n the lati tude o f 5S0 27', and i n the longi tude o f 201* 55'. 

H a v i n g fpent the n igh t i n m a k i n g fhort boards ; at day­
break on the m o r n i n g o f the 10th, we made fai l to the Weft 
South Weft', w i t h a gentle breeze at N o r t h Eaft. A t eleven 
o 'c lock, we thought the coaft to the N o r t h Weft terminated 
i n a point, bear ing N o r t h Weft by Weft ; and as we had n o w 
deepened the water f r o m nine to fourteen fathoms, I fleered 
for the point, o rde r ing the Difcovery to keep ahead. B u t 
before fire had r u n a m i l e , fhe made a f ignal for fhoal 
water. A t that inftant, we had the depth o f feven fathoms ; 
and before we cou ld get the fhip's head the other way , had 
lefs than five ; but the Difcovery had lefs than four . 

W e flood back to the N o r t h Eaft, three or four mi les ; bu t 
f ind ing there was a f lrong tide or current fett ing to the Weft 
South Weft, that is toward the fhoal, we anchored i n ten 
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fathoms, over a bot tom o f fine fand. T w o hours after we ' " 7 8 -
July. 

had anchored, the water had fa l len two feet and u p w a r d ; « — — * 
w h i c h proved, that it was the tide o f ebb that came f r o m 
the r iver above ment ioned. W e alfo examined fome of the 
water w h i c h we had taken u p , and found that it was not 
h a l f fo fait as c o m m o n fea water. T h i s furni fhed another 
proof, that we were before a large r iver . 

A t four i n the afternoon, the w i n d f l i i f t ing to South W e f l , 
we we ighed and flood to the Southward , w i t h boats ahead 
found ing ; and paffed over the South end o f the f l ioa l , i n fix 
fathoms water. W e then got into thir teen and f if teen; i n 
w h i c h laft depth we anchored, at h a l f pa i l e i g h t ; fome part 
o f the cha in o f mounta ins , on the South Eaf l fhore, i n fight, 
bea r ing South Eafl h a l f South ; and the Weflernmofl l and o n 
the other fhore, N o r t h Wef l . W e had, i n the courfe o f the 
day, feen h i g h land, bear ing Nor th , 6o° Wef l , by e f l imat ion 
twelve leagues diflant. 

H a v i n g we ighed next m o r n i n g , at two o 'c lock , w i t h a Saturday n , " 
l i gh t breeze at South W e f l by Wef l , we p l ied to w i n d w a r d 
t i l l n i n e ; w h e n j u d g i n g the flood tide to be n o w made 
aga inf l us, we came to an anchor i n twenty-four fa thoms. 
W e lay here t i l l one, w h e n the fog , w h i c h had prevai led 
this m o r n i n g , difperfing, and the tide m a k i n g i n our f a ­
vour , we we ighed and p l i ed to the South Wef l . In the 
evening, the w i n d was very variable, and we had fome 
thunder. W e had heard none before, fince our a r r iva l u p o n 
the coaft; and this was at a great diftance. 

T h e w i n d h a v i n g fettled again i n the South Weft quarter, 
i n the m o r n i n g of the 12th, we ftood to the Nor th Weft, and Sundayi*. 

at ten faw the continent. A t noon, it extended f rom N o r t h 
Eaft by Nor th , to N o r t h Nor th Weft a quarter Weft ; and an 
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elevated hill bore North North Weft, ten leagues diftant July. 
' «r—-' This proved to be an ifland, which, from its figure, obtained 

the name of Round Ifland. It lies in the latitude of 580 37', 
and in the longitude of 200 0 6', and feven miles from the 
continent. In the evening at nine, having ftood to the 
Northward to within three leagues of the more, we tacked 
in fourteen fathoms water ; the extremes of the coaft bear­
ing Eaft South Eaft half Eaft, and Weft. The wind veering 
to the North Weft, enabled us to make a good ftretch along 

Monday 13. more, till two o'clock in the morning, when we got all at 
once into fix fathoms water, being at this time two leagues 
from the fhore. After edging off a little, our depth gradu­
ally increafed, and at noon we had twenty fathoms, when 
the latitude was 58 13', and the longitude 1990. Round 
Ifland bore North, 50 Eaft; and the Weft extreme of the 
coaft North, 160 Weft, feven leagues diftant. It is an ele­
vated point, which obtained the name of Calm Point, from 
our having calm weather when off it. To the North Weft 
of Round Ifland arc two or three hillocks, that appeared like 
iflands; and it is poflible they may be fuch; for we had 
but a diftant view of the coaft in this place. 

r n e f d a y 14. During the 14th and 15th, our progrefs was flow, hav*-
Wednc.15. . wind, and fometimes fo thick a fog, that we 

could not fee the length of the fhip. The foundings were 
from fourteen to twenty-fix fathoms; and we had tolerable 
fuccefs in fifhing, catching cod, and now and then a few 

riWday 16, flat fifh. At five in the morning of the i6th, the fog hav­
ing cleared up, we found ourfelves nearer the land than we 
expected. Calm Point bore North, 72" Eaft, and a point 
eight leagues from it, in the direction of Weft, bore North, 
3 0 Eaft, three miles diftant. Between thefe two points, the 
coaft forms a bay, in fome parts of which the land was 
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hard ly vif iblc f r o m the maf l head. There is alfo a bay o n w** 

the N o r t h Wef l fide o f this laft point, between it and an e le- v» * 
vated promontory, w h i c h , at this t ime, bore N o r t h , 360 W e f l , 
fixteen mi les diftant. A t n ine , I fent Lieutenant W i l l i a m f o n 
to this promontory , w i t h orders to l and , and fee wha t d i ­
rec t ion the coaft took beyond it, and wha t the count ry pro­
d u c e d ; for, f r o m the fhips, i t had but a barren appear­
ance. W e found here the flood-tide fett ing ftrongly to the 
N o r t h Weft a long the coaft. A t noon it was h igh-wate r , 
a n d we anchored i n twenty- four fathoms, four leagues 
diftant f r o m the fhore. A t five i n the afternoon, the tide 
m a k i n g i n ou r favour , we we ighed , and drove w i t h i t ; for 
there was no w i n d . 

Soon after M r . W i l l i a m f o n returned, and reported, that he 
had landed o n the point , and, h a v i n g c l i m b e d the higheft 
h i l l , f ound , that the fartheft part o f the coaft i n fight bore 
nea r ly N o r t h . H e took pofTeflion o f the coun t ry i n h i s 
Majefty's name, and left on the h i l l a bottle, i n w h i c h was 
infer ibed, on a piece o f paper, the names o f the fhips, and 
the date o f the difcovery. T h e p romontory , to w h i c h he 
gave the name o f Cape Neuocnham^ is a r o c k y point, o f tole­
rable height , fituated i n the lat i tude o f 58* 42', and i n the 
longi tude o f 1970 36'. Over, or w i t h i n it, are two elevated 
h i l l s , r i f ing one beh ind the other. T h e innermoft, or Eaft-
ernmoft, is the higheft. T h e count ry , as far as M r . W i l ­
l i a m f o n cou ld fee, produces nei ther tree nor f l i rub . T h e 
h i l l s are naked ; but on the lower grounds grew grafs, and 
other plants, very f ew o f w h i c h were i n f lower. H e faw no 
other a n i m a l but a doe and her f a w n ; and a dead fea-horfe, 
•or cow, upon the beach. O f thefe an imals we had lately 
feen a great m a n y . 
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1778. As the coaft takes a Nor ther ly di rect ion f r o m Cape N e w e n -
J u l y . J 1 

C — h a m , that Cape fixes the N o r t h e r n l i m i t o f the great bay 
and g u l p h , l y i n g before the r iver Brif tol , w h i c h , i n honour 
o f the a d m i r a l E a r l o f Brif tol , was named Briflol Bay. C a p e 
Ooneemak is the South l i m i t o f this bay ; and is diftant e igh ty-
two leagues f r o m Cape N e w e n h a m , i n the di rect ion o f Sou th 
Sou th Weft. 

A b o u t e ight i n the evening , a l i g h t breeze f p r i n g i n g u p , 
w h i c h fixed at South South Eaft, w e fleered N o r t h Weft, 
and N o r t h N o r t h Weft, r ound Cape N e w e n h a m , w h i c h , at 

Friday 17. n o o n next day, bore South by Eaft, diftant four leagues. A t 
this t ime the moft advanced l and to the N o r t h w a r d bore 
N o r t h , 3 0 0 Eaft ; o u r depth o f water was feventeen fathoms ; 
a n d the neareft fhore 3 - leagues diftant. W e had but l i t t le 
w i n d a l l the afternoon ; fo that, at ten at n igh t , w e h a d 
o n l y made three leagues u p o n a N o r t h courfe. 

Saturday 18. W e fleered N o r t h by Weft t i l l e ight the next m o r n i n g , 
w h e n , our depth o f water decreafmg fuddenly to five and 
feven fathoms, we brought to, t i l l a boat f rom each fhip 
was fent ahead to found, and then fleered N o r t h Eaft after 
t h e m •, and at noon we had deepened the water to feventeen 
fa thoms. A t this t ime, Cape N e w e n h a m bore South, 90 

Eaft, diftant eleven or twelve l eagues ; the N o r t h Eaft ex­
treme o f the land i n fight N o r t h , 0 6 0 Eaftj and the neareft 
fhore about four or five leagues diftant. O u r lat i tude, by 
obfervation, was 16'. 

Between this lat i tude and Cape N e w e n h a m , the coaft is 
compofed o f h i l l s , and l o w land , and appeared to f o r m 
feveral bays. A l i t t le before one o 'c lock, the boats ahead 
made the f ignal for mee t ing w i t h fhoal water. It feems 
they had o n l y two fathoms j and , at the fame t ime, the 
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fhips were i n fix fathoms. By h a u l i n g a l i t t le more to r j j j 8 ' 
the N o r t h w a r d , we con t inued i n m u c h the fame depth t i l l c—v—.j 
between five and fix o 'c lock , w h e n the boats mee t ing w i t h 
lefs and lefs water, I made the fignal to the Difcovery , fhe 
b e i n g then ahead, to anchor, w h i c h we d id foon after. I n 
b r i n g i n g our fhip up , the cable parted at the c l i n c h , w h i c h 
ob l iged us to come to w i t h the other anchor . W e rode i n 
fix fathoms water, a fandy bottom, and about four or five 
leagues f rom the m a i n - l a n d ; Cape N e w e n h a m bear ing 
South , feventeen leagues diflant. T h e farthefl h i l l s w e 
cou ld fee to the N o r t h , bore N o r t h Eaf l by E a f l ; but there 
was l o w l a n d f l re tching out f r o m the h i g h l and , as far as 
N o r t h by Eafl . W i t h o u t this, was a fhoal o f fand and ftones, 
that was dry at h a l f ebb. 

I h a d fent the two Matters, each i n a boat, to found be­
tween this fhoal and the coaft. O n their re turn, they re­
ported, that there was a channel , i n w h i c h they found fix 
and feven fathoms w a t e r ; but that it was na r row and i n t r i ­
cate. A t l o w water, we made an attempt to get a hawfer 
r ound the loft a n c h o r ; but d id not fucceed then. Howeve r , 
b e i n g determined not to leave it beh ind me, as l o n g as 
there was a probabi l i ty o f recover ing it , I perfevered i n m y 
endeavours ; and at laft fucceeded i n the even ing o f the 20th. Monday 2 0 . 

W h i l e we were thus employed , I ordered Captain C l e r k e 
to fend his Mafter i n a boat to look for a paffage i n the 
South Weft quarter. He d id fo ; but no channel was to be 
found i n that d i rec t ion ; nor d id there appear to be any w a y 
to get clear o f thefe lhoals , but to re turn by the track w h i c h 
had brought us i n . For , a l though by f o l l o w i n g the channe l 
we were i n , we m i g h t probably have got farther d o w n the 
coaft ; and t h o u g h po l l i b ly this channe l m i g h t have led us 
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w f ; at laft to the N o r t h , clear o f the fhoals, ftill the attempt 
v . — w o u l d have been attended w i t h vaft r i f le; and i f we fhou ld 

not have fucceeded, there w o u l d have been a confiderable 
lofs o f t ime that c o u l d i l l be fpared. Thefe reafons i n d u c e d 
m e to r e t u r n b y the way i n w h i c h w e came j and fo get 
w i thou t the fhoals. 

A n u m b e r o f l u n a r obfervations made by M r . K i n g and m y ­
felf, on this, and the four preceding days, and a l l reduced to 
the fhip's prefent ftation, gave the longi tude , 1970 43*' 48" 

B y the t ime-keeper it was - 197° 26' 48" 
O u r lat i tude was . . . . 37' 30" 
V a r i a t i o n by the 

m e a n o f three 
compaffes, 

T h e Northernmoft part o f the coaft that we c o u l d fee 
f r o m this ftation, I j u d g e d to l ie i n the lati tude o f 6o°. It 
feemed to f o r m a l o w point , w h i c h obtained the name o f 
Shoal Nefs. 

T h e tide o f flood fets to the N o r t h , and the ebb to the 
South . It rifes and fal ls , u p o n a perpendicular , five or fix 
feet; and I reckon it to be h igh-water , on the f u l l and change 
days, at eight o 'clock. 

Tuefday 2 i . H a v i n g we ighed at three i n the m o r n i n g on the 21ft, w i t h 
a l i g h t breeze at N o r t h N o r t h Weft, we fleered back to the 
Sou thward , h a v i n g three boats ahead to direct: us. B u t , 
no twi thf tanding this precaution, w e found more d i f f i cu l ­
ty i n r e t u r n i n g than w e had i n a d v a n c i n g ; and at laft 
were ob l iged to anchor, to avoid r u n n i n g u p o n a fhoal, 
w h i c h had o n l y a depth o f five feet. W h i l e we l ay here, 
twenty-feven m e n o f the country , each i n a canoe, came 
off to the f l i ips , w h i c h they approached w i t h great c a u t i o n ; 

h o l l o w i n g 
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h o l l o w i n g and open ing their arms as they advanced. T h i s , 
w e underftood, was' to exprefs their pacific intentions. A t \ 
l eng th fome approached near enough to receive a few trifles 
that were t h o w n to them. T h i s encouraged the reft to v e n ­
ture along-fide ; and a traffic prefently commenced between 
t h e m and our people ; w h o got drelfes o f fkins , bows, ar­
rows, darts, wooden veffels, our vi l i tcrs t a k i n g i n 
exchange for thefe whatever was offered them. T h e y 
feemed to be the fame fort o f people that w c had o f late 
met w i t h a l l a long this coaft ; .wo re the fame k i n d o f o rna ­
ments i n their l ips and nofes; but were far more d i r ty , and 
not fo w e l l clothed. T h e y appeared to be w h o l l y u n a c ­
quainted w i t h people l i k e u s ; they k n e w not the ufe o f 
tobacco; nor was any fore ign art icle feen i n their poffef-
i i on , unlefs a k n i f e m a y be looked u p o n as fuch . T h i s , 
indeed, was o n l y a piece o f c o m m o n i ron fitted i n a wooden 
handle , fo as to an iwer the purpofe o f a kn i f e . T h e y , h o w ­
ever, k n e w the value and ufe o f this in f l rument fo w e l l , 
that it feemed to be the o n l y article they wi fhed for. Mof t 
o f t hem had their ha i r fhaved, or cut fhort off, l eav ing o n l y 
a few locks beh ind , or on one fide. For a cover ing for the 
head they wore a hood o f fkins, and a bonnet w h i c h ap­
peared to be o f wood . One part o f their drefs, w h i c h we 
got f r o m them, was a k i n d o f g i rd le , very neatly made o f 
f k i n , w i t h t rappings depending f rom it , and p a l l i n g be­
tween the legs, fo as to conceal the adjo in ing.par ts . B y 
the ufe o f fuch a g i rd le , it fhould feem that they fome­
times go naked, even i n this h i g h la t i tude ; for they ha rd ly 
wear it under their other c l o t h i n g . 

T h e canoes were made o f fkins, l i ke a l l the others w e 
had lately feen; o n l y w i t h this difference, that thefe were 
broader, and the hole i n w h i c h the m a n fits, was w i d e r 
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778. than i n any I had before met w i t h . O u r boats r e t u r n i n g 
July. J 

C^iym—1 f r o m found ing feemed to a l a r m them ; fo that they a l l left 
us fooner than probably they w o u l d otherwife have done. 

Wcdncf. Z2. i t was the .2d i n the evening before we got clear o f thefe 
fhoals, and then 1 dur f l not v e n t u r e to fteer to the Wef tward 
i n the n igh t , but fpent it off cape N e w e n h a m ; and at day-

Thurfdayzj. break, next m o r n i n g , fleered to the N o r t h Weft, o rde r ing 
the Difcovery to lead. Before we had r u n two leagues, o u r 
depth o f water decreafed to fix fathoms. F e a r i n g i f w e 
con t inued this courfe, that we fhould find lefs and lefs 
water, I hau led to the Sou thward ; the w i n d be ing at Eaft, 
a frefl i breeze. T h i s courfe brought us g radua l ly into 
e ighteen fa thoms, and, h a v i n g that depth, I ventured to 
fleer a l i t t le W e f t e i l y ; and af terward Weft, w h e n we at laft 
found twenty-fix fathoms water. 

Friday 24. O n the 24th at noon we were , by obfervation, i n the l a -
ti-ude o f 580 7', and i n the longi tude o f 194*22'. Th ree 
leagues to the Weftward of this ftation we had twenty-eight 
fathoms water, and then fleered Weft N o r t h Weft, the water 
g r a d u a l l y deepening to th i r ty - four fa thoms. 1 w o u l d have 
fleered more Nor the r ly , but the w i n d h a v i n g veered i n that 
d i rec t ion , I cou ld not. 

Saturday 25. T h e 25th i n the evening, h a v i n g a very th i ck fog, and but 
l i t t le w i n d , we dropped anchor i n th i r ty fathoms water. 
O u r lat i tude was n o w 580 20', and our longi tude 1910 37'. 

Sunday 26. j\t f l x > the next m o r n i n g , the weather c l ea r ing up a l i t t le , 
we weighed , and, w i t h a fma l l breeze at Eaft, fleered N o r t h ; 
our foundings be ing f r o m twenty-e ight to twenty-five fa­
thoms After r u n n i n g nine leagues u p o n this courfe, the 
w i n d re turned back to the N o r t h , w h i c h ob l iged us to fteer 
more Wefter ly . * 

T h e 



T h e weather cont inued, for the moft part, foggy, t i l l to- 1778* 

w a r d noon o n the 2 8 t h , w h e n we had a few hours clear ' *—-f 
fun-fhine ; d u r i n g w h i c h we made feveral l una r obferva- T u e r d a y z 8 ' 
t ions. T h e mean remi t of t hem, reduced to noon, w h e n 
the lati tude was 59*55', gave 1900 6' longi tude j and the 
t ime-keeper gave i8g° S9', T h e va r i a t ion o f the compafs 
was 18° 40' Eaft. C o n t i n u i n g our Wefterly courfe, the water 
h a v i n g n o w deepened to thirty-fix fathoms, at four o 'c lock 
next m o r n i n g , we difcovered land , bear ing N o r t h Weft by Wednef. a> 
Weft, fix leagues diftant. W e ftood toward it t i l l h a l f paft 
ten, w h e n we tacked i n twenty-four fathoms water ; be ing , 
at this t ime, a league f r o m the l and , w h i c h bore N o r t h 
N o r t h Weft. It was the South Eaft extremity, and f o r m e d 
a perpendicular c l i f f o f confiderable h e i g h t ; on w h i c h ac­
count it was cal led Point Upright* and lies i n the lat i tude o f 
6o° 17', and i n the longi tude o f 1 B 7 0 30'. M o r e land was 
feen to the Weftward o f the P o i n t ; and, at a clear in terva l , 
we faw another elevated port ion o f land, i n the d i rec t ion o f 
Weft by S o u t h ; and this feemed to be ent i re ly feparated 
f r o m the other. Here we met w i t h an incredible n u m b e r 
o f birds, a l l as the a w k k i n d before defcribed. 

W e had bafHing l i g h t w i n d s a l l the afternoon, fo that 
we made but l i t t le p rogrefs ; and the weather was not clear 
enoug l i to enable us to determine the extent o f the land be­
fore us. We fuppofed it to be one of the m a n y iflands la id 
d o w n by M r S t s h l i n i n his map of the N e w Nor the rn A r ­
ch ipe lago ; and we expected every moment to fee more o f 
them. 

A t four i n the afternoon o f the 30th, Point U p r i g h t bore Thurfdayp, 

N o r t h Weft by Nor th , fix leagues diftant. About this t ime, 
a l igh t breeze fp r ing ing up at N o r t h N o r t h Weft, we ftood 
to the N o r t h Eaft t i l l four o 'c lock next m o r n i n g , w h e n the 

w i n d 



1778. w i n d vee r ing to the Eaft ward , we tacked, and ftood to the 
J u l y , 0 

« u ' Nor th Weft. Soon after the w i n d came to South Eaft ; and 
we fleered N o r t h Eaft by N o r t h ; w h i c h courfe we c o n t i ­
nued , w i t h foundings f rom thirty-five to twenty fathoms, 

Austin, tx\\ n c x t (\ay a t n o o n . A t this t ime w c were i n the la t i tude 
Saturday I• 

o f 6o° 58', and i n the longi tude o f 191°. T h e w i n d n o w 
vee r ing to N o r t h Eaft, I firft made a ftretch of ten leagues to 
the N o r t h Wef t ; and then, feeing no l and i n that d i rec t ion , 
1 ftood back to the Eaf tward about fifteen leagues, and met 
w i t h n o t h i n g but pieces o f d r i f t -wood . T h e foundings were 
f r o m twen ty - two to nineteen fathoms. 

V a r i a b l e , l i g h t w i n d s , w i t h f l iowers o f r a in , prevailed a l l 
.Sunday 2. the 2d ; but f ix ing i n the South Eaft quarter, i n the m o r n i n g 
Monday 3. o f the 3d, w c refumed our courfe to the N o r t h w a r d . A t noon 

we were , by obfervation, i n the lat i tude o f 620 34', ou r l o n ­
g i tude was 1920; and our depth o f water fixteen fathoms. 

M r . Ander fon , m y furgeon, w h o had been l i n g e r i n g u n ­
der a confumpt ion for more than twelve months , expi red 
between three and four this afternoon. H e was a fenfible 
y o u n g m a n , an agreeable compan ion , w e l l fk i l l ed i n his 
o w n profeflion ; and had acquired confiderable knowledge 
i n other branches o f fcience. T h e reader o f this J o u r n a l 
w i l l have obferved h o w ufeful an afliftant I had found h i m 
i n the courfe o f the voyage ; and had it pleafed G o d to have 
fpared his l i fe , the P u b l i c , I make no doubt, m i g h t have re­
ceived f rom h i m fuch communica t ions , on various parts o f 
the na tura l hiftory o f the feveral places we vifited, as w o u l d 
have abundant ly fhewn, that he was not u n w o r t h y of this 
commenda t ion *. Soon after he had breathed his laft, l a n d 

* Mr. Andcrfon's Journal feems to have been difcontinued for about two months 
before his death j the laft date in his MSS. being of the 3d of June. 
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was feen to the Wef tward , twelve leagues diftant. It was }Tf%* 
. Auguft, 

fuppofed to be an i f land j and , to perpetuate the m e m o r y o f v- » r -
the deceafed, for w h o m I had a very great regard, I n a m e d 
i t Anderfons Jjland. T h e next day, I removed M r . L a w , the 
furgeon o f the Difcovery , in to the Refo lu t ion , and appoint ­
ed M r . Samuel , the Surgeon's firft mate o f the Refolut ion , to 
be Surgeon o f the Difcovery. 

O n the 4th, at three i n the afternoon, l a n d was feen, ex- Tuefday 4. 

t end ing f r o m N o r t h N o r t h Eaft to N o r t h Weft. W e ftood o n 
toward it t i l l four o 'c lock, w h e n , b e i n g four or five mi l e s 
f r o m it, w e tacked ; and, foon after, the w i n d f a l l i n g , w e 
anchored i n thir teen fathoms water, over a fandy b o t t o m ; 
b e i n g about two leagues f r o m the l and , and, by o u r r e c k o n - • 
i n g , i n the lat i tude o f 64.0 27 ' , and i n the longi tude o f J94. 0 j 8'. 
A t intervals, w e cou ld fee the coaft ex tending f r o m Eaft to 
N o r t h Weft , and a pretty h i g h i f land, bea r ing Weft by N o r t h , 
three leagues diftant. 

T h e l a n d before us, w h i c h we fuppofed to be the c o n t i ­
nent o f A m e r i c a , appeared l o w next the fea; but , i n l and , i t 
fwel led into h i l l s , w h i c h rife, one beh ind another, to a con ­
fiderable height . It had a greenifh hue, bu t feemed defti-
tute o f wood , and free f r o m fnow. W h i l e we l ay at a n ­
chor, we found that the flood-tide came f r o m the Eaft, and 
fet to the Weft, t i l l between ten and eleven o'clock. F r o m 
that t ime, t i l l two the next m o r n i n g , the f l rcam fet to the 
Eaftward, and the water fe l l three feet. T h e flood ran bo th 
ftronger and longer than the ebb ; f rom w h i c h I concluded, 
that, befides the tide, there was a Wefterly current. 

A t ten i n the m o r n i n g o f the 5th, w i t h the w i n d at South wednef. 5. 

Weft, we r an d o w n , and anchored between the if land and 
the continent, i n feven fa thoms water. Soon after, I landed 
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1778. u p o n the if land, accompanied by M r . K i n g and fome others 
o f the officers. I hoped to have had f r o m it a v i e w o f the 
coaft and fea to the Wef tward ; . but tire fog was fo th ick i n 
that d i rec t ion, that the profpecl was not more extenfive than 
f r o m the fhip. T h e coaft o f the continent feemed to take a 
t u r n to the N o r t h w a r d , at a l o w point named Point Rodney y 

w h i c h bore f r o m the if land N o r t h Weft h a l f Weft, three or 
four leagues diftant; but the h i g h l and , w h i c h took a more 
N o r t h e r l y d i rec t ion, was feen a great w a y farther. 

T h i s i i l and , w h i c h was named Sledge Ifland* and lies i n the 
lat i tude of 64° 30', and i n the long i tude o f 1930 57', is about 
four leagues i n c i r cu i t . T h e furface o f the g r o u n d is c o m ­
pofed chiefly o f large loofe ftones, that are, i n m a n y places, 
covered w i t h mofs and other vegetables, o f w h i c h there 
were above twenty or thir ty different forts, and moft o f 
t h e m i n flower. But I faw nei ther fhrub nor tree, ei ther 
u p o n the i f land, or on the cont inent . O n a fma l l l o w fpor, 
near the beach where w c landed, was a good deal o f w i l d 
pur f la in , peafe, long-wor t , &c; fome o f w h i c h we took o n 
board for the pot. W e faw one fox a f ew plovers, and fome 
other fma l l b i rds ; and we met w i t h fome decayed huts that 
were partly bui l t be low g r o u n d . People had lately been o n 
the i f l and ; and it is pretty clear, that they frequently vifit 
it for fome purpofe or other, as there was a beaten path f rom 
the one end to the other. W e found , a l i t t le way f rom the 
fhore where we landed, a fledge, w h i c h occafioned this name 
b e i n g g iven to the if land. It feemed to be fuch a one as 
the Ruffians i n Kamt fcha tka make ufe o f to convey goods 
f r o m place to place, over the ice or fnow. It was ten feet 
l o n g , twenty inches b r o a d ; and had a k i n d o f r a i l - w o r k on 
each fide, and was fhod w i t h bone. T h e conftrucTion o f it 
was admirab le , and a l l the parts neat ly put together ; fome 
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w i t h wooden pins , but moft ly w i t h thongs or lafhings o f J??|k 
whale -bone , w h i c h made me t h i n k it was ent i re ly the \. -t— 
w o r k m a n f h i p o f the natives. 

A t three o 'c lock, the next m o r n i n g , we we ighed , and Thurfdayfi, 
proceeded to the N o r t h Weftward, w i t h a l i g h t Souther ly 
breeze. W e had an oppor tuni ty to obferve the fun's m e r i ­
d ian al t i tude for the la t i tude ; and to get al t i tude, both i n 
the forenoon and afternoon, to obtain the longi tude by the 
t ime-keeper. As we had but l i t t le w ind , and variable w i t h a l , 
w e advanced but f l o w l y ; and, at e ight i n the evening , 
f i nd ing the f l i ips fettle faft toward the l a n d in to fhoal water, 
I anchored i n feven fa thoms, about two leagues f r o m the 
coaft. Sledge Ifland bore South , 51° Eaft, ten leagues diftant •> 
and was feen over the South point o f the m a i n l and . 

Soon after we had anchored, the weather, w h i c h had 
been mif ty , c l ea r ing up , we faw h i g h l and extending f r o m 
N o r t h , 40° Eaft, to N o r t h , 300 Weft, apparently dis joined 
f r o m the coaft, under w h i c h we were at anchor, w h i c h 
feemed to trend away N o r t h Eaft. A t the fame t ime, an 
if land was feen bea r ing N o r t h 8 i ° Weft, e ight or n ine 
leagues diftant. It appeared to have no great extent, and 
was n a m e d Kingh Ijland. W e rode here t i l l e ight o 'clock, 
next m o r n i n g , w h e n we we ighed , and ftood to the N o r t h Friday?. 
Weft . T h e weather c l ea r ing u p toward the evening, we 
got fight o f the N o r t h Weft land, extending f r o m N o r t h by 
Weft , to N o r t h Weft by N o r t h , diftant about three leagues. 
W e fpent the n i g h t m a k i n g fhort boards, the weather 
b e i n g mifty and ra iny , w i t h l i t t le w i n d ; and, between four 
and five o f the m o r n i n g o f the 8th, we had again a fight Saturdays, 
o f the N o r t h Weft l a n d ; and, foon after, on account o f a 
c a l m , and a current d r i v i n g us toward the fhore, we f o u n d 
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i t neceffary to anchor i n twelve fa thoms water , about two 
mi le s f r o m the coaft. Over the Wef le rn extreme is a n 
elevated peaked h i l l , i i tuated i n lat i tude 650 36', and i n 
long i tude 1920 i 8 ' . A breeze at N o r t h Eaft f p r i n g i n g u p 
at e ight o 'c lock, w e we ighed , and flood to the South Eaft, 
i n hopes o f finding a paifage between the coaft o n w h i c h 
w e had anchored o n the 6th i n the even ing , and this N o r t h 
Weft l and . B u t we foon got into feven fathoms water , a n d 
difcovered l o w l and connec t ing the two coafts, and the h i g h 
l a n d beh ind i t . 

B e i n g n o w fatisfied that the w h o l e was a con t inued 
coaft, I tacked, and ftood away for its N o r t h Weft part, and 
came to an anchor under it i n feventeen fathoms water. 
T h e weather, at this t ime, was very th ick w i t h r a i n ; but, at 

Sunday 9. f o u r n e x t m o r n i n g , i t cleared up, fo that we cou ld fee the 
l a n d about us. A h i g h fteep rock or i f land bore Weft by 
S o u t h ; another i f land to the N o r t h o f it, and m u c h larger , 
hore Weft by N o r t h ; the peaked h i l l above ment ioned , 
Sou th Eaft b y Eaf t ; and the point unde r i t , South , 32* 
Eaft. U n d e r this h i l l l ies fome l o w land , ftretching out 
toward the N o r t h Weft, the extreme point o f w h i c h , bore 
N o r t h Eaft by Eaft, about three mi l e s diftant. Over, and 
beyond it , fome h i g h l and was feen, fuppofed to be a 
con t inua t ion o f the cont inent . 

T h i s point o f l and , w h i c h I named Cape Prince of Wales* 
is the more remarkable , by be ing the Wef le rn extremity 
o f a l l A m e r i c a hi therto k n o w n . It is fituated i n the l a t i ­
tude o f 650 46', and i n the longi tude o f 191*45'. T h e o b ­
fervations by w h i c h both were determined, t h o u g h made 
i n fight o f i t , were l iab le to fome f m a l l error, o n ac­
count o f the hazinefs o f the weather. W e thought we faw 
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fome people u p o n the coaft; and probably we were not *77»j 
mif taken, as fome elevations, l i k e flages, and others l i k e 
huts, were feen at the fame place. W e faw the fame th ings 
o n the cont inent w i t h i n Sledge Ifland, and o n fome other 
part's o f the Coaft. 

It was c a l m t i l l e ight o 'c lock i n the m o r n i n g , w h e n a 
faint breeze at N o r t h f p r i n g i n g up , we we ighed . But w e 
had fcarcely got ou r fails fet, w h e n it began to b l o w and 
r a in very ha rd , w i t h mifty weather. T h e w i n d and cur ­
rent, b e i n g i n contrary direct ions, raifed fuch a fea, that i t 
frequently b roke into the fhip. W e had a f ew minu tes 
fun lh ine at n o o n ; and f r o m the obfervation then obtained, 
we fixed the above-ment ioned la t i tude. 

H a v i n g p l i ed to w i n d w a r d t i l l two i n the afternoon, w i t h 
l i t t le effect., I bore u p for the if land we had feen to the Weft­
w a r d , propofing to come to a n anchor under it t i l l the gale 
fhou ld ceafe. But o n ge t t ing to this l and , we found i t 
compofed o f two f m a l l iflands, each not above three or four 
leagues i n c i r c u i t ; and confequently they c o u l d afford us 
l i t t le fhelter. ' Inftead o f ancho r ing , therefore, we c o n ­
t inued to flretch to the W e f t w a r d ; and, at e ight o 'c lock, 
l a n d was feen i n that d i rec t ion , extending f r o m N o r t h N o r t h 
Weft , to Weft by South , the neareft part fix leagues diftant. 
I ftood o n t i l l ten, and then made a board to the Eaf tward, 
i n order to fpend the n i g h t . 

A t day-break i n the m o r n i n g of the i o t h , we refumed Monday io, 
o u r courfe to the Weft for the l and we had feen the pre­
ced ing even ing . A t e leven minutes after feven, w h e n the 
longi tude , by the t ime-keeper , was 18c/ 24', it extended 
f r o m South , 72 0 Weft, to N o r t h , 41* Eaft. Between the South 
Weft extreme, and a point w h i c h bore Weft, two leagues dif-
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tant, the fhore forms a large bay, i n w h i c h w e anchored at 
ten o 'clock i n the forenoon, about two mi le s f r o m the N o r t h 
lhore , i n ten fathoms water, over a g r a v e l l y bot tom. T h e 
Sou th point o f the bay bore Sou th , 58* Weft j the N o r t h 
point N o r t h , 43° Eaf t ; the bo t tom o f the bay N o r t h , 6o° 
Weft, two or three leagues dif tant ; and the two iflands w e 
h a d paffed the preceding day, N o r t h , 72* Eaft, diftant fou r ­
teen leagues. 

C H A P . 



C H A P . I X . 

Behaviour of the Natives* the Tfchutjhi* on feeing the Ships* 
—Interview with fome of them.—Their Weapons.— 
Perfo?ts.—Ornaments.—Clothing.—Winter and Sum­
mer Habitations.—The Ships crofs the Strait* to the 
Coafl of America.—Progrefs Northward.—Cape Mul-
grave.—Appearance of Fields of Ice,—Situation of Icy 
Cape.—The Sea blocked up with Ice.—Sea-horfes killed*, 
and ufed as Provifions.—Thefe Animals defcribed.—Di-
menflons of one of them.—Cape Lifbume.—Fruitlefs At-

. tempts to get through the Ice> at a Diflance from the 
Coafl.—Obfervations on the Formation of this Ice.— 
Arrival on the Coafl of Afla.—Cape North.—The Pro-

fecution of the Voyage deferred to the enfuing Year. 

AS we were ( l and ing into this bay, we perceived on the \77z. 

N o r t h fhore a v i l l age , and fome people, w h o m the A u g u!!'_j 
fight o f the f l i ips feemed to have t h r o w n in to confufion, or M o n d a x I 0* 
fear. W e cou ld p l a i n l y fee perfons r u n n i n g u p the c o u n ­
try w i t h burdens u p o n their backs . A t thefe habitations I 
propofed to l a n d ; and, accord ing ly , went w i t h three a rmed 
boats, accompanied by fome of the officers. Abou t th i r ty 
or forty m e n , each a rmed w i t h a fpontoon, a bow, and ar­
rows, flood d r a w n u p o n a r i f ing g r o u n d clofe by the v i l l age . 
A s we drew near, three o f t h e m came d o w n toward the fhore, 
and were fo polite as to take off their caps, and to m a k e 
us l o w bows. W e re turned the c i v i l i t y ; bu t this d i d not 
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•??•: infpire them with fuffkient confidence to wait for our land-
- A u g u t h * 

i - v - ing; for the moment we put the boats afhore, they retired. 
I followed them alone, without any thing in my hand; 
and by figns and geftures prevailed on them to flop, and to> 
receive fome trifling prefents. In return for thefe, they 
gave me two fox-fkins, and a couple of fea-horfe teeth. I 
cannot fay whether they or I made the firfl prefent; for it 
appeared to me, that they had brought down with them 
thefe things for this very purpofe; and that they would 
have given them to me, even though I had made no return. 

They feemed very fearful and cautious ; cxprefling their 
defire, by figns, that no more of our people fhould be per­
mitted to come up. On my laying my hand on the fhoul-
der of one of them, he flarted back feveral paces. In pro­
portion as I advanced, they retreated backward; always in 
the attitude of being ready to make ufe of their fpears; 
while thofe on the rifing ground flood ready to fupport them 
with their arrows. Infenfibly, myfelf, and two or three of 
my companions, got in amongfl them. A few beads dis­
tributed to thofe about us, foon created a kind of confidence; 
fo that they were not alarmed when a few more of our 
people joined us ; and, by degrees, a fort of traffic between 
us commenced. In exchange for knives, beads, tobacco, 
and other articles, they gave us fome of their clothing, and 
a few arrows. But nothing that wc had to offer could in­
duce them to part with a fpear, or a bow. Thefe they held 
in conflant readinefs, never once quitting them, except at 
one time, when four or five perfons laid theirs down, while 
they gave us a fong and a dance. And even then, they placed 
them in fuch a manner, that they could lay hold of them in 
an inflant; and, for their fecurity, they defired us to fit 
down. 
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T h e arrows were pointed either w i t h bone or Hone ; but 1778. 
very few o f t h e m had ba rbs ; and fome had a r o u n d ^ — J 
b lun t point. W h a t ufe thefe m a y be applied to, I cannot 
f a y ; unlefs it be to k i l l fma i l animals , wi thout d a m a g i n g 
the f k i n . T h e bows were fuch as we had feen on the A m e ­
r i can coafl, and l i k e thofe ufed by the Efqu imaux . T h e 
fpears, or fpontoons, were o f i ron or fleel, and of European 
or Afiat ic w o r k m a n f h i p ; i n w h i c h no l i t t le pains had been 
taken to ornament t h e m w i t h ca rv ing , and i n l ay ings o f 
brafs, and o f a white metal . Thofe w h o flood ready w i t h 
bows and arrows i n their hands, had the fpear f lung over 
their r i gh t m o u l d e r by a leathern flrap. A leathern qu iver , 
f l u n g over their left moulder , contained a r r o w s ; and fome 
o f thefe quivers were extremely b e a u t i f u l ; be ing made o f 
red leather, on w h i c h was ve ry neat embroidery , and other 
ornaments. 

Several other things, and, i n par t icular , their c l o t h i n g , 
fhewed that they were pofreffed o f a degree o f ingenui ty , far 
furpaf l ing what one cou ld expect to find amongf l fo N o r t h ­
ern a people. A h the Amer icans we had feen, fince ou r 
a r r iva l on that coafl, were rather l o w o f flature, w i t h r o u n d 
c h u b b y faces, and h i g h cheek-bones. T h e people we n o w 
wTere amongft, far f r o m re fembl ing them, had l o n g vifages, 
and were flout and w e l l made. In fhort, they appeared to 
be a quite different nat ion. W e faw neither w o m e n , nor 
ch i ld ren , o f ci ther fcx ; nor any aged, except one man , w h o 
was bald-headed; and he was the o n l y one w h o carried no 
a rms . T h e others feemed to be p icked men , and rather u n ­
der than above the m i d d l e age. T h e o ld m a n had a b lack 
m a r k acrofs his face, w h i c h I d id not fee i n any others. 
A l l of them had their ears bored ; and fome had glafs beads 
h a n g i n g to them. Thefe were the o n l y fixed ornaments we 
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ug7ft * " a w a ^ o u t t n e m » f ° r t n e Y w e a r none to the l ips . T h i s i s 
~ v — ' another t h i n g i n w h i c h they differ f r o m the A m e r i c a n s we 

h a d lately feen. 

T h e i r c l o t h i n g confifled o f a cap, a f rock, a pair o f 
breeches, a pair o f boots, and a pair o f gloves, a l l made o f 
leather, or o f the fkins o f deer, dogs, feals, & c . and ex* 
t remely w e l l dreffed; fome w i t h the ha i r or fu r o n ; bu t 
others w i thou t it . T h e caps were made to fit the head ve ry 
c lo fe ; and befides thefe caps, w h i c h mof l o f t hem wore , w e 
got f r o m t h e m fome hoods, made o f fkins o f dogs, that 
were large enough to cover b o t h head and fhoulders. T h e i r 
h a i r feemed to be b lack ; bu t the i r heads were either fhav-
ed, or the ha i r cut clofe off; and none o f t hem wore any 
beard. O f the few articles w h i c h they got f r o m us, kn ives 
and tobacco were wha t they va lued mof l . 

W e found the v i l l age compofed both o f their f u m m e r and 
thei r w i n t e r habitat ions. T h e latter are exactly l i k e a vau l t , 
the floor o f w h i c h is funk a l i t t le be low the furface o f the 
earth. One o f them, w h i c h I examined, was o f an ova l 
f o r m , about twenty feet l o n g , and twelve or more h i g h . 
T h e f r a m i n g was compofed o f w o o d , and the r ibs o f whales , 
difpofed i n a jud ic ious manner , and bound together w i t h 
fmal le r materials o f the fame fort. Over this f r a m i n g is l a i d 
a cover ing o f f l rong coarfe grafs ; and that aga in is covered 
w i t h ear th ; fo that, on the outfide, the houfe looks l i k e a 
l i t t le h i l l o c k , fupported by a w a l l o f flone, three or four feet 
h i g h , w h i c h is bui l t r ound the two fides, and one end. A t 
the other end, the earth is raifed f loping, to w a l k u p to the 
entrance, w h i c h is by a hole i n the top o f the roof over that 
end. T h e floor was boarded, and under it a k i n d o f cellar , 
i n w h i c h 1 faw n o t h i n g but water. A n d at the end o f each 
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houfe was a vaul ted room, w h i c h I rook to be a l l o r c - r o o m . 
Thefe flore-rooms communica ted w i t h the houfe, by a dark 
paffage j and w i t h the open air , by a hole i n the roof, 
w h i c h was even w i t h the g r o u n d one w a l k e d u p o n ; but 
they cannot be faid to be w h o l l y under g r o u n d ; for one 
end reached to the edge of the h i l l , a l o n g w h i c h they were 
made, and w h i c h was bu i l t u p w i t h ftone. Over it flood 
a k i n d o f fentry-box, or tower, compofed o f the large bones 
of large fifh. 

T h e f u m m e r huts were pretty large and c i rcu lar , b e i n g 
b rough t to a point at the top. T h e f r a m i n g was o f f l ight 
poles, and bones, covered w i t h the fkins o f fea-animals. I 
examined the infide o f one. T h e r e was a fire-place, juft 
w i t h i n the door, where lay a few wooden veffels, a l l very 
d i r ty . T h e i r bed-places were clofe to the fide, and took u p 
about h a l f the c i rcu i t . Some pr ivacy feemed to be obferved; 
for there were feveral partit ions made w i t h fkins. T h e bed 
and bedd ing were o f deer - fk ins ; and mof l o f t h e m were d r y 
-and clean. 

A b o u t the habitations were erected feveral flages, ten or 
twelve feet h i g h ; fuch as we had obferved on fome parts o f 
the A m e r i c a n coafl. T h e y were w h o l l y compofed o f bones; 
and feemed intended for d r y i n g their fifh and fkins , w h i c h 
were thus placed beyond the reach o f their dogs, o f w h i c h 
they had a great m a n y . Thefe dogs are o f the fox k i n d , 
rather large, and o f different colours , w i t h l o n g foft h a i r 
l i k e w o o l . T h e y are, probably , ufed i n d r a w i n g thei r 
fledges i n winter . For fledges they have, as I faw a good 
m a n y l a i d u p i n one of the win te r huts. It is alfo not 
improbable , that dogs m a y conflitute a part o f their food. 
Several lay dead, that had been k i l l e d that m o r n i n g . 
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t 5 2 A V O Y A G E T O 

i.77«. T h e canoes o f thefe people are o f the fame fort w i t h 
u — t h o f e o f the Nor the rn A m e r i c a n s ; fome, both o f the la rge 

and o f the fma l l ones, b e i n g feen l y i n g i n a creek under the 
v i l l age . 

B y the large fifh-bones, and o f other fea-animals, it ap­
peared that the fea fuppl ied t h e m w i t h the greateft part o f 
the i r fubfiftence. T h e count ry appeared to be exceedingly 
barren ; y i e l d i n g neither tree nor fhrub, that we could fee. 
A t fome diftance Weftward, we obferved a r idge of m o u n ­
tains covered w i t h fnow, that had lately fa l len . 

A t firft, we fuppofed this land to be a part o f the ifland o f 
A l a f c h k a , l a id d o w n i n M r . Staehlin's map, before m e n t i o n ­
ed. Bu t f rom the figure o f the coaft, the fituation o f the 
oppofite fhore o f A m e r i c a , and f rom the longi tude , we foon 
began to t h i n k that it was, more probably , the country o f 
the T fchu t fk i , or the Eaftern extremity o f Afia , explored 
b y Bee r ing i n 1728. B u t to have admit ted this, w i t h o u t 
farther examina t ion , I muft have pronounced M r . Stcchlin's 
map , and his account o f the n e w N o r t h e r n Arch ipe lago , to 
be either exceedingly erroneous, even i n lat i tude, or elfe to 
be a mere fiction ; a j u d g m e n t w h i c h I had no r igh t to pafs, 
u p o n a publ ica t ion fo refpectably vouched, wi thout p r o d u ­
c i n g the clear eft proofs. 

Af te r a flay o f between two and three hours , w i t h thefe 
people, we returned to our fhips j and, foon after, the w i n d 
vee r ing to the South, we w e i g h e d anchor, ftood out o f the 
bay, and fleered to the N o r t h Eaft, between the coaft and the 

Tuefdayn. two i l lands. T h e next day, at noon, the former extended 
f r o m South 8o° Weft, to N o r t h 84VWeft; the latter bore 
South 400 Weft ; and the peaked moun ta in , over Cape Prince 
o f Wales , bore South 360 Eaft ; w i t h l a n d extending f rom ic 
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as far as South 750 Eaft. T h e latitude o f the fhip was 66° 5̂ ; 1778. 
the longi tude 1910 19'; our depth o f water twenty-e ight .'"5- \j 

fathoms ; and ou r pofition near ly i n the m i d d l e o f the 
channe l between the two coafts, each be ing feven leagues 
diftant. 

F r o m this ftation we fleered Eaft, i n order to get nearer 
the A m e r i c a n coaft. In this courfe the water ihoaled g r a ­
dua l ly , and there be ing l i t t le w i n d , and a l l our endeavours 
to increafe our depth f a i l i ng , I was ob l iged at laft to drop 
anchor i n fix fathoms ; the on ly remedy we had left to pre­
vent the fliips d r i v i n g into lefs. T h e neareft part o f the Weft-
c m land bore Weft, twelve leagues diftant; the peaked h i l l 
over Cape Pr ince of Wales , South i6° Wef t ; and the N o r t h -
ernmoft part o f the A m e r i c a n continent in fight, Eaft South 
Eaft, the neareft part about four leagues diftant. After we 
had anchored, I fent a boat to found, and the water was 
found to fhoal g radua l ly toward the land. W h i l e we lay at 
anchor, w h i c h was f rom fix to nine in the evening, we found 
l i t t le or no cu r ren t ; nor c o u l d we perceive that the water 
either rofe or f e l l . 

A breeze o f w i n d f p r i n g i n g u p at N o r t h , we weighed , and 
ftood to the Weftward, w h i c h courfe foon brought us into 
deep wa te r ; and, d u r i n g the 12th , we pl ied to the N o r t h , Wednef. 

both coafts be ing i n f i g h t ; but we kept neareft to that o f 
A m e r i c a . 

A t four i n the afternoon o f the 13th, a breeze fp r ing ing T h u r f d a y ^ . 

u p at South, 1 fleered N o r t h Eaft by N o r t h , t i l l four o 'c lock 
next m o r n i n g , w h e n , feeing no land , we directed our courfe 
Eaft by N o r t h ; and between nine and ten, land, fuppofed F j i d a y *M 
to be a cont inuat ion o f the continent, appeared. It extend­
ed f rom Eaft by South to Eaft by N o r t h ; and, foon after, we 
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177?.. faw more l and , bea r ing N o r t h by Eaft. C o m i n g pretty fud -
v ."f." \ denly into thirteen fathoms water, at two i n the afternoon, 

we made a tr ip off t i l l four, w h e n we flood i n aga in for the 
l a n d ; w h i c h was feen, foon after, extending f r o m N o r t h to 
South Eaf t ; the neareft part three or four leagues diflant. 
T h e coafl here forms a point, named Point Midgrave* w h i c h 
lies i n the lati tude o f 670 45'; and i n the longi tude o f 
194° 51'. T h e l a n d appeared very l o w next the fea ; but, a 
l i t t le back, it rifes into h i l l s o f a moderate he ight . T h e 
w h o l e was free f r o m fnow ; and, to appearance, deititute o f 
wood . I n o w tacked, and bore away N o r t h Weft by W e f l ; 
but , foon after, t h i ck weather w i t h r a in c o m i n g on , and the 
w i n d increaf ing, I hau led more to the W e f l . 

Saturday 15. Next m o r n i n g , at two o 'c lock , the w i n d veered to South 
W e f l by South , and b lew a f l rong gale, w h i c h abated at 
noon ; and the fun m i n i n g out, we found ourfelves, by ob­
fervation, i n the lati tude of 68° 18'. I n o w fleered N o r t h 

Sunday 16. Ea f l , t i l l fix o 'clock the next m o r n i n g , w h e n I fleered two 
points more Eafterly. In this r u n we met w i t h feveral fea-
horfes, and flights o f birds ; fome l i k e fand-larks , and others 
no b igger than hedge-fparrows. Some fhags were alfo 
feen j fo that we judged ourfelves to be not far f r o m land . 
B u t as we had a th ick fog , we cou ld not expect to fee any4 
and, as the w i n d b lew f l rong, it was not prudent to con t i ­
nue a courfe w h i c h was mof l l i k e l y to b r i n g us to it . F r o m 
the noon o f this day, to fix o 'clock i n the m o r n i n g o f the 

Monday 17. f o l l owing , I fleered Eaf l by N o r t h ; w h i c h courfe brought us 
in to fixteen fathoms water. I n o w fleered N o r t h Eaf l b y 
Eaf l , t h i n k i n g , by this courfe, to deepen o u r Water. Bu t , 
i n the fpace o f fix leagues, it fhoalcd to eleven fathoms ; 
w h i c h made me t h i n k it proper to h a u l clofe to the w i n d , 
that n o w b l ew at Wef l , T o w a r d noon, both fun and m o o n 
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were feen c lear ly at intervals , and we got fome f l y i n g ob - "778. 
fervations for the longi tude ; w h i c h , reduced to noon, w h e n v J ! ^ L * 
the latitude was 70° 33', gave 1970 41'. T h e t ime-keeper , 
for the fame t ime , gave 1.980; and the var ia t ion was 
350 1' 22." Eaft. W e had, afterward, reafon to believe, that 
the obferved long i tude was w i t h i n a very f ew miles o f the 
t ru th . 

Some t ime before noon, we perceived a brightnefs i n 
the N o r t h e r n h o r i z o n , l i k e that reflected f r o m ice, c o m ­
m o n l y called the b l i n k . It was l i t t le noticed, f rom a fup-
pofuion that it was improbable we fhould meet w i t h ice fo 
foon. A n d yet, the fharpnefs of the air, and g loomincfs o f 
the weather, for two or three days paft, feemed to indicate 
fome fudden change. A b o u t an hou r after, the fight o f a 
large field o f ice, left us no longer i n doubt about the caufe 
o f the brightnefs o f the h o r i z o n . A t h a l f paft two, we tack­
ed, clofe to the edge o f the ice, i n twen ty - two fathoms w a ­
ter, b e i n g then i n the lati tude o f 700 41'; not be ing able to 
fland on any farther. For the ice was quite impenetrable, and 
extended f r o m Weft by South, to Eaft by N o r t h , as far as the 
eye cou ld reach. He re were abundance o f fea-horfes; fome 
i n the w a t e r ; but far more upon the ice. I had thoughts 
o f hoif t ing out the boats to k i l l fome ; but the w i n d tfrefhen-
i n g , I gave up the defign ; and cont inued to p ly to the Sou th ­
w a r d , or rather to the Wef tward ; for the w i n d came f r o m 
that quarter. 

W e ga ined n o t h i n g ; for, on the 18th at noon, ou r l a t i - w*k*r** 

tudc was 7 0 0 44'; and we were near five leagues farther to 
the Eaftward. W e were, at this t ime, clofe to the edge of the 
ice, w h i c h was as compact as a w a l l ; and feemed to be ten 
or twelve feet h i g h at leaft. But , farther Nor th , it appeared. 
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1 7 7 \ m u c h h igher . Its furface was extremely rugged ; and, here 
v—-1—~> and there, we l a w upon it pools o f water. 

W e n o w ftood to the Southward ; and, after r u n n i n g fix 
leagues, fhoaled the water to feven f a thoms ; but it foon 
deepened to nine fathoms. A t this t ime, the weather, w h i c h 
had been hazy , c lear ing up a l i t t le , we faw l and extending 
f r o m South to South Eaft by Eaft, about three or four mi l e s 
diftant. T h e Eaftern extreme forms a point, w h i c h was 
m u c h incumbered w i t h ice ; for w h i c h reafon it obtained 
the name o f Icy Cape. Its lat i tude is 70 0 29', and its l o n g i ­
tude 198° 20'. T h e other extreme of the l and was loft i n the 
h o r i z o n ; fo that there can be no doubt o f its be ing a cont i ­
nua t ion o f the A m e r i c a n continent. T h e Difcovery be ing 
about a m i l e aftern, and to leeward, found lefs water than 
we d id ; and t a ck ing on that account, I was ob l iged to tack 
alfo, to prevent feparation. 

O u r fituation was n o w more and more c r i t i ca l . W e were 
i n fhoal water, upon a Ice fhore ; and the m a i n body o f the 
ice to w i n d w a r d , d r i v i n g d o w n upon us. It was evident, 
that, i f we remained m u c h longer between it and the l and , 
it w o u l d force us afhore ; unlefs it fhould happen to take the 
g r o u n d before us. It feemed near ly to j o i n the l and to lee­
w a r d ; and the on ly direct ion that was open, was to the 
South Weft. Af te r m a k i n g a fhort board to the N o r t h w a r d , 
I made the fignal for the Difcovery to tack, and tacked m y ­
felf at the fame t ime. T h e w i n d proved rather favourable ; 
fo that we lay up South Weft, and South Weft by Weft. 

Wednef. K ; . A t eight i n the m o r n i n g o f the 19th, the w i n d vee r ing 
back to Weft, I tacked to the N o r t h w a r d ; and, at noon, the 
lati tude was 70 0 6', and the longi tude 1960 42'. I n this fi­
tuat ion, we had a good deal o f drif t- ice about u s ; and the 
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m a i n ice was about two leagues to the Nor th . A t h a l f paft }77*-
° 1 Augufl. 

one, we got i n w i t h the edge o f it . It was not fo c o m - v — » — * 
pact as that w h i c h w c had feento'thc N o r t h w a r d ; but it was 
too clofe, and i n too large pieces, to attempt fo rc ing the 
fhips t h r o u g h it. O n the ice lay a prodigious n u m b e r o f 
fea-horfcs ; and, as we were i n want o f f re lh provifions, the 
boats f rom each fhip were fent to get fome. 

13y feven o 'c lock i n the evening , we had received, o n board 
the Refolut ion, n ine o f thefe a n i m a l s ; w h i c h , t i l l now , w e 
had fuppofed to be fea-cows ; fo that we were not a litt le dif-
appointed, efpecially fome o f the feamen, w h o , for the no­
velty o f the t h i n g , had been fcafting the i r eyes for fome days 
paft. N o r w o u l d they have been difappointed now, nor have 
k n o w n the difference, i f we had not happened to have one 
or two on board, w h o had been i n Greenland, and declared 
w h a t an imals thefe were, and that no one ever eat o f them. 
But , no twi thf tanding this , we l i ved upon them as l o n g as 
they lafted; and there were few o n board w h o d i d not prefer 
t h e m to our fait meat. 

T h e fat, at firft, is as fweet as m a r r o w ; but i n a f ew 
days it g rows ranc id , unlefs it be fa l ted ; i n w h i c h ftate, it 
w i l l keep m u c h longer . T h e lean flefh is coarfe, b lack , and 
has rather a f l rong tafte ; and the heart is near ly as w e l l 
tai led as that o f a b u l l o c k . T h e fat, w h e n mel ted, yields a 
good deal o f o i l , w h i c h burns very w e l l i n lamps ; and their 
hides, w h i c h are very th ick , were very ufeful about o u r 
r i g g i n g . T h e teeth, or tufks, o f moft o f them were, at this 
t ime, very f m a l l ; even fome o f the largeft and oldeft o f thefe 
an imals , had them not exceeding f i x inches i n length . F r o m 
this we concluded , that they had lately fhed their o l d 
teeth. 
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T h e y l i e , i n herds o f m a n y hundreds , u p o n the i c e ; 
h u d d l i n g o n e over the other l i k e f w i n e ; and roar or bray 
very loud j f o that, i n the n igh t , or i n foggy weather , they 
gave us notice o f the v i c i n i t y o f the ice, before w e c o u l d f e e 

i t . W e never found the w h o l e herd afleep; fome b e i n g a l ­
ways u p o n the wa tch . Thefe , o n the approach o f the boat, 
w o u l d wake thofe next to t h e m ; and the a l a r m b e i n g thus 
g r a d u a l l y communica t ed , the w h o l e herd w o u l d be a w a k e 
prefently. But they w e r e f e l d o m i n a h u r r y to get away, t i l l 
after they had been once fired at. T h e n they w o u l d t umble 
o n e over the other, in to the f e a , i n the utmoft confufion* 
A n d , i f w e d id not, at the f i r f t d i fcharge, k i l l thofe we fired 
at, we genera l ly loft them, t h o u g h m o r t a l l y wounded* 
T h e y d id not appear to us to be that dangerous a n i m a l fome 
authors have defcr ibed; not even w h e n attacked. T h e y 
are rather more fo, to appearance, than i n real i ty . Vaft 
number s o f t hem w o u l d f o l l o w , and come clofe u p to the 
boats. But the flafhof a mufquet i n the pan, or even the 
bare po in t ing o f one at them, w o u l d fend them d o w n i n a n 
inftant. T h e female w i l l defend the y o u n g one to the very 
laft, and at the expence o f her o w n l i fe , whether i n the w a ­

ter, or u p o n the ice. N o r w i l l the y o u n g one qu i t the dam* 
t h o u g h fhe be dead; fo that, i f y o u k i l l one, y o u are fure o f 
the other. T h e d a m , w h e n i n the water, holds the y o u n g 
one between her fore-fins. 

M r . Pennant , i n his Synopfis ^uadr. p. 355*, has g iven a 
very good defcript ion o f this a n i m a l under the name o f 

Arctic Walrus; but 1 have n o where feen a good d r a w i n g 

* M r . Pennant, fince Captain Cook wrote this, has defcribed this animal in a new 
, work, which'hc.calls Arilk Zoology* now ready for publication. W e have been fa­

voured with his obliging communications on this, and other particulars \ and, there­
fore, refer the reader to the Affile Zoology* N° 72, 
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o f one. W h y they fhould be cal led fea-horfes, is ha rd to ?r?^ 
J
 % A u g u f t . 

f a y ; unlefs the w o r d be a cor rup t ion o f the Ruff ian name 
Morfe\ for they have not the leaft refemblance o f a horfe. 
T h i s is, wi thou t doubt, the fame a n i m a l that is found i n 
the G u l p h o f St. Lawrence , and there ca l led Sea-cow. It is 
cer ta in ly more l i k e a cow than a hor fe ; but this l ikenefs 
confifts i n n o t h i n g but the fnout. In fhort, it is an a n i ­
m a l l i k e a f e a l ; but i ncomparab ly larger. T h e d i m e n -
fions and we igh t o f one , w h i c h was none o f the largeft, 
were as f o l l o w s : 

Fee t . Inches. 

L e n g t h f rom the fnout to the ta i l - 9 4 
L e n g t h o f the neck, f r o m the fnout to the j t 

fhoulder-bone - J 
H e i g h t o f the m o u l d e r - - 5 o 

L e n g t h o f the fins \ f ° r e . 2 * 
& ( H i n d - 2 6 

Breadth o f the fins 5f^ r e , 
£Hind - - - 2 0 

c Breadth - - - 0 5v 
S n o u t ] ^ -

( D e p t h - - - - 1 3 
C i r cumfe rence o f the neck clofe to the ears - 2 7 
Circumfe rence o f the body at the m o u l d e r - 710 
Circumference near the h i n d fins - 5 6 
F r o m the fnout to the eyes - - 0 7 

lb. 

W e i g h t o f the carcafe, w i thou t the ) „ 
head, f k i n , or entrails - 3 

H e a d - 4 1 J 
Skin - 205 
I cou ld not find out wha t thefe an imals feed upon . The re 

was no th ing i n the m a w s o f thofe we k i l l e d . 
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It is w o r t h obferving, that for fome days before this date, 
we "had f requent ly feen flocks o f ducks f l y i n g to the South­
ward . T h e y were o f two forts, the one m u c h la rger than 
the other. T h e largefl were o f a b r o w n co lour ; and, o f the 
fmal l fort, ei ther the d u c k or drake was b lack and whi te , 
and the other b r o w n . Some faid they faw geefe alfo. Does 
not this indicate that there m u f l be l and to the N o r t h ; 
where thefe birds find inc i te r , i n the proper feafon, to breed, 
and f r o m whence they were n o w r e t u r n i n g to a w a r m e r 
c l imate ? 

B y the t ime that we had got ou r fea-horfes o n board, we 
were, i n a manner , fur rounded w i t h the ice ; and had no 
w a y left to clear it, but by Hand ing to the S o u t h w a r d ; 

Thurfdayao. w h i c h was done t i l l three o 'c lock next m o r n i n g , w i t h a 
gentle breeze wefterly ; and, for the moft part, th ick , foggy 
weather. T h e foundings were f r o m twelve to fifteen f a ­
thoms. W e then tacked, a n d ftood to the N o r t h t i l l ten 
o ' c l o c k ; w h e n the w i n d v e e r i n g to the N o r t h w a r d , we d i ­
rected o u r courfe to the Weft South Weft and Weft. A t two 
i n the afternoon, we fe l l i n w i t h the m a i n i c e ; a l o n g the 
edge of w h i c h we k e p t ; b e i n g par t ly directed by the roa r ing 
of the fea-horfes; for we had a very t h i ck fog . T h u s w e 
cont inued f a i l i n g t i l l near m i d n i g h t , w h e n w e got i n amongft 
the loofe ice, and heard the furge o f the fea u p o n the m a i n 
ice. 

T h e fog b e i n g very th ick , and the w i n d Eafterly, I n o w 
Friday zu h a u l e d to the S o u t h w a r d ; and, at ten o 'c lock the next m o r n ­

i n g , the fog c l ea r ing away, we faw the continent o f A m e r i c a , 
extending f r o m South by Eaft, to Eaft by S o u t h ; and at 
noon, f rom South Weft h a l f South , to Eaft; the neareft part 
five leagues diftant. A t this t ime we were i n the lati tude 
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o f Go* 32', and i n the longi tude of 195* 48'; and as the m a i n T778. 
. . . A u g u f t . 

ice was at no great diftance f rom us, it is evident, that it < „ — 1 

n o w covered a part o f the fea, w h i c h , but a few days before, 
had been c l ea r ; and that it extended farther to the South , 
than where we firft fe l l i n w i t h it. It muft not be under -
ftood, that I fuppofed any part o f this ice w h i c h we had 
feen, to be fixed ; on the contrary, I a m w e l l a l lured , that 
the who le was a moveable mafs. 

H a v i n g but l i t t le w i n d , i n the afternoon, I fent the M a i l e r 
i n a boat, to try i f there was any current ; but he f o u n d 
none. I cont inued to fteer i n for the A m e r i c a n l and , u n t i l 
e ight o 'clock, i n order to get a nearer v i e w of i t , and to l ook 
for a harbour ; but feeing n o t h i n g l i k e one, I ftood again to 
the N o r t h , w i t h a l igh t breeze Wefterly. A t this t ime, the 
coaft extended f r o m South Weft to Eaft ; the neareft part 
four or five leagues diftant. T h e Southern extreme feemed 
to f o r m a point, w h i c h was named Cape Lijburne. It l ies i n 
the lat i tude o f 69° 5', and i n the longi tude o f 191.* 42 ' , a n d 
appeared to be pretty h i g h l and , even d o w n to the fea. But 
there m a y be l o w land under it , w h i c h we m i g h t not fee, 
b e i n g not lefs than ten leagues f r o m it. Every where elfe, 
as w e advanced N o r t h w a r d , we had found a l o w coaft, 
f rom w h i c h the land rifes to a m i d d l e height . T h e coaft 
now before us was w i t h o u t fnow, except i n one or two 
places ; and had a grceni fh hue. But we cou ld not perceive 
any wood upon it. 

O n the 2 2 d , the w i n d was Souther ly , and the weather Saturday 2*. 

moftly foggy, w i t h fome intervals o f funfhine. A t e igh t i n 
the even ing it f e l l c a l m , w h i c h cont inued t i l l m i d n i g h t , 
w h e n we heard the furge o f the fea againft the ice, and h a d 
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W 8 ; feveral loofe pieces about us. A l igh t breeze n o w forunff 
A u g u f t . 1 0 r 

» up at N o r t h Eaf t ; and, as the fog was very th ick , I fleered 
to the Sou thward , to clear the ice. A t eight o 'c lock next 

Sunday 2 3 . m o r n i n g , the fog difperfed, and I hauled to the Weftward-
f o r f ind ing that I cou ld not get to the N o r t h near the coaft, 
o n account o f the ice, I refolved to try what cou ld be done 
at a diftance f rom i t ; and as the w i n d feemed to be fettled 
at N o r t h , I thought it a good oppor tuni ty . 

M o n d a y 24. As w c advanced to the Weft, the water deepened g radua l ly 
uc , a> 5 . ^ twenty-eight fathoms, w h i c h was the moft we had. W i t h 

the Nor the r ly w i n d the air was raw, f l iarp, and cold ; and 
we had fogs, funfhine, fhowers o f fnow and fleet, by turns. 

Wednef. 26. A t ten i n the m o r n i n g of the 26th, we fe l l i n w i t h the ice. A t 
noon , it extended f rom Nor th Weft to Eaft by N o r t h , and ap­
peared to be th ick and compact. A t this t ime , we were, b y 
obfervation, i n the la t i tude 690 36', and i n the longi tude o f 
1840; fo that it n o w appeared we had no better profpect o f 
ge t t ing to the Nor th here, than nearer the fhore. 

I cont inued to Hand to the Weftward, t i l l five i n the after­
noon , w h e n w c were i n a manner embayed by the ice, 
w h i c h appeared h i g h , and very clofe i n the N o r t h Weft and 
N o r t h Eaft quarters, w i t h a great deal o f loofe ice about 
the edge o f the m a i n field. A t this t ime, w c had baffl ing 
l i g h t w i n d s ; but it foon fixed at South, and increafed to a 
frefli gale, w i t h mowers o f r a in . W e got the tack aboard, 
and ftretched to the Eaftvvard; this b e i n g the on ly d i rec t ion 
i n w h i c h the fea was c lear o f ice. 

luurfdayz;. A t four i n the m o r n i n g o f the 27th, we tacked and ftood 
to the Weft, and at feven i n the even ing we were clofe i n 
w i t h the edge o f the ice, w h i c h lay Eaft N o r t h Eaft, and 
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Weft South Wert, as far each way as the eye c o u l d reach. 1 '7 8-
J J A u g u f t . 

H a v i n g bur l i t t le w i n d , I went w i t h the boats, to examine 
the date o f the ice. I found it conf id ing o f loofe pieces, o f 
var ious extent, and fo clofe together, that I cou ld h a r d l y 
enter the outer edge w i t h a boa t ; and it was as impof l ib le 
for the fliips to enter it, as i f it had been fo m a n y rocks. I 
took par t icular notice, that it was a l l pure tranfparent ice, 
except the upper furface, w h i c h was a l i t t le porous. It ap­
peared to be entirely compofed o f f rozen fnow, and to have 
been a l l formed at fea. For, fett ing afide the i m p r o b a b i l i t y , 
or rather impof i ib i l i ty , o f fuch huge mafles f loat ing out o f 
rivers, i n w h i c h there is hard ly water for a boat, none of the 
productions o f the l a n d were found incorporated, or fixed 
i n i t ; w h i c h muft have unavoidably been the cafe, had it 
been formed i n r ivers, ei ther great or f m a l l . T h e pieces o f 
ice that formed the outer edge o f the field, were f rom forty 
or fifty yards in extent, to four or five ; and 1 judged , that 
the larger pieces reached th i r ty feet, or more, under the fur-
face o f the water. It alfo appeared to me very improbab le , 
that this ice cou ld have been the product ion o f the preced­
i n g win te r alone. I f l i ou ld fuppofe it rather to have been 
the product ion of a great m a n y winters . N o r was it lefs 
improbable , according to m y j u d g m e n t , that the li t t le that 
remained of the fummer , cou ld deftroy the tenth part o f wha t 
n o w fubfifted of this mafs ; for the fun had already exerted 
u p o n it the f u l l influence of his rays. Indeed I a m o f op i ­
n i o n , that the fun contributes very l i t t le toward r educ ing 
thefe great maffes. For a l t hough that l u m i n a r y is a c o n ­
fiderable w h i l e above the ho r i z on , it fe ldom fhines out foF 
more than a few hours at a t i m e ; and often is not feen for 
feveral days i n fucceifion. It is the w i n d , or rather the 
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"7-8. waves raifed by the w i n d , that b r ings d o w n the b u l k o f 
Auguft. rr • • 

* 1 ' thefe enormous manes, by g r i n d i n g one piece aga in l i ano­
ther, and by u n d e r m i n i n g and w a f h i n g a w a y thofe parts 
that l i e expofed to the furge o f the fea. T h i s was evident, 
f r o m our obferving, that the upper furf ace o f m a n y pieces 
h a d been part ly wafhed away, w h i l e the bafe or under part 
r ema ined firm for feveral fathoms r o u n d that w h i c h ap­
peared above water, exactly l i k e a fhoal r o u n d an elevated 
rock. W e . meafured the depth o f water u p o n one, and 
found it to be fifteen feet; fo that the fhips m i g h t have 
fai led over it. I f I had not meafured this depth, I w o u l d 
not have bel ieved, that there was a fufficient we igh t o f ice 
above the fu r f ace, to have funk the other fo m u c h be low 
i t . T h u s it m a y happen, that m o r e ice is deflroyed i n one 
f lo rmy feafon, than is fo rmed i n feveral winters, and an end-
lefs a c c u m u l a t i o n is prevented. But that there is a lways a 
r e m a i n i n g flore, every one w h o has been u p o n the fpot w i l l 
conc lude , and none but c lo fc t - f ludy ing phi lofophers w i l l 
d ifpute. 

A th ick fog, w h i c h came o n w h i l e I was thus employed 
w i t h the boats, haflened me aboard, rather fooncr than I 
cou ld have wifhed, w i t h one fea-horfe to each fhip. W e had 
k i l l e d more, but cou ld not wait to b r i n g them w i t h us. T h e 
n u m b e r of thefe an imals , on a l l the ice that we had feen, 
is a lmof l incredible . W c fpent the n igh t Hand ing off and 
on, a m o n g l l the drif t i c e ; and at n ine o 'c lock the next 

f r i d a y z p . m o r n i n g , the fog h a v i n g partly difperfed, boats f rom each 
fhip were fent for fea-horfes. For, b y this L i m e , our people 
began to re l i fh t hem, and thofe we had procured before 

.were a l l confumed. At noon, our lat i tude was 690 17', our 
longi tude 183*; the var ia t ion , by the m o r n i n g az imu ths , 
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56'Eaft; and the depth o f water twenty-five fathoms. l?y*' 
1 1 1 • • Auguft. 

A t two o'clock, h a v i n g got on board as m u c h mar ine beef 1 . . - w — _j 
as was thought neceffary, and the w i n d freshening at South 
South Eaft, we took on board the boats, and ftretched to the 
South Weft. But not be ing able to weather the ice u p o n 
this tack, or to go t h r o u g h it, we made a board to the Eaft, 
t i l l e ight o 'c lock, then r c fumcd our courfe to the South 
Weft, and before m i d n i g h t were obl iged to tack again , o n 
account of the ice. Soon after, the w i n d fluffed to the 
N o r t h Weft, b l o w i n g a ftiff gale, and we ftretched to the 
South Weft, clofe hau led . 

1 In the m o r n i n g o f the 29th, we faw the m a i n ice to the Saturday 29. 

N o r t h w a r d , and not l o n g after, l and bea r ing South Weft by 
Weft. Prcfently after this, more l and fhewed itfelf, bear ing 
Weft. It fhewed i tfelf i n two hi l l s l i k e iflands, but af terward 
the who le appeared connected. As we approached the 
l and , the depth of water decreafed very faft; fo that at 
noon, w h e n wc tacked, we had on ly eight f a thoms ; be ing 
three mi les f rom the coaft, w h i c h extended f r o m South, 
^o° Eaft, to N o r t h , 60* Weft. Th i s laft extreme t e rmi ­
nated i n a b lu f f point, be ing one of the h i l l s above 
ment ioned. 

T h e weather at this t ime was very hazy , w i t h d r i z z l i n g 
ra in ; but foon after, it cleared ; efpecially to the South­
ward , Weftward, and N o r t h w a r d . T h i s enabled us to have 
a pretty good view of the coaft ; w h i c h , i n every refpect, is 
l i k e the oppofite one o f A m e r i c a ; that is, low l and next the 
fea, w i t h elevated l and farther back. It was perfectly defti-
tute o f wood, and even f n o w ; but was, probably, covered 
w i t h a moffy fubflance, that gave it a b rowni fh eaft. In the 
l o w g r o u n d l y i n g between the h i g h land and the fea, was 
a lake, extending to the South Eaft, farther than we c o u l d 
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-1.778. f c c . As we flood off, the Wef l e rnmof l o f the two h i l l s he-
— - v — ^ fore ment ioned came open off the b lu f f point, i n the d i ­

rect ion of Nor th Wef l . It had the appearance o f be ing an 
ifland ; but it m i g h t be jo ined to the other by l o w land , 
t h o u g h we d id not fee it . A n d i f fo, there is a two- fo ld 
point , w i t h a bay between them. T h i s point , w h i c h is 
ftcep and r o c k y , was named Cape North. Its fituation is 
near ly i n the lat i tude o f 68° 56', and i n the longi tude of 
1800 51'. T h e coafl beyond it m u f l take a very Wefterly d i ­
r ec t i on ; for we cou ld fee no l and to the N o r t h w a r d o f i t , 
t h o u g h the h o r i z o n was there pretty clear. B e i n g defirous 
o f feeing more o f the coafl to the Wef lward , we tackexl 
aga in , at two o 'c lock i n the afternoon, t h i n k i n g we cou ld 
weather Cape Nor th . But f ind ing w c cou ld not, the w i n d 
f refhening, a t h i c k fog c o m i n g on , w i t h m u c h fnow, and 
b e i n g fearful o f the ice c o m i n g d o w n upon us, I gave up 
the defign I bad f o r m e d o f p l y i n g to the Wef lward , and 
flood off fhore aga in . 

T h e feafon was n o w fo far advanced, and the t ime w h e n 
the frofl is expected to fet i n fo near at hand, that I d id not 
t h i n k it confident w i t h prudence, to m a k e any farther at­
tempts to find a paffage into the A t l an t i c this year, i n any 
d i r e c t i o n ; fo l i t t le was the profpect o f fucceeding. M y at­
tention was n o w directed toward f ind ing out fome place 
where we m i g h t fupply ourfelves w i t h wood and w a t e r ; 
and the object uppermort i n m y thoughts was, h o w I fhould 
fpend the winter , fo as to m a k e fome improvements i n geo­
g raphy and navigat ion , and, at the fame t ime , be in a con­
d i t ion to re turn to the N o r t h , i n farther fearch o f a paffage, 
the enfu ing fummer . 

C H A P . 
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C H A P . X . 

Return from Cape Norths along the Coaf of Afa.—Views 
of the Country.—Burneys If and.—Cape Serdze Kameny 

the Northern Limit of Beering s Voyage. — Pafs the 
Eaf Cape of Afia.—Defer ipt ion and Situation of it.— 
Obfervations on Muller.—The Tfchutfi.—Bay of Saint 
Lawrence. — Two other Bays, and Habitations of the 
Natives.—Beering s Gape Tfchukotjkoi.—Beering s Po-
ftion of this Coaf accurate.—If and of Saint Lawrence. 
—Pafs to the America?i Coaft.—Cape Darby.—Bald 
Head.—Cape Denbigh, on a Peninfula.—Beforough 
Ifland.—Wood and Water procured,—Vifits from the 
Natives —7heir Perfons and Habitations.—Produce of 
of the Country.—Marks that the Peninjula had formerly 
been fur rounded by the Sea.—Lieutenant Kitifs Re-
port —Norton Sound. —Lunar Obfervation there. —-
Stczblins Map proved to be erroneous.—Plan of future 
Operations. 

F T E R h a v i n g flood off t i l l w c got in to eighteen f a - 1778. 
thorns water, I bore up to the Eafl ward, a long the ^AagalL, 

coafl, w h i c h , by this t ime, it was pretty-certain, could on ly S a t u r d a y 29-
be the continent of Af ia . A s the w i n d b lew frefh, w i t h a 
very heavy fa l l of fnow, and a th ick m i l l , it was ncce'flary 
to proceed w i t h great caut ion. I therefore brought to, for 
a few hours i n the n igh t , 
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1 77 8 « A t day-break, on the 30th, we made fa i l , and fleered fuch 
A u g u l t . 

* 0—1 a courfe as I thought w o u l d b r i n g us i n w i t h the l a n d ; 
Sunday 50. o e m g j n a g r c a t rneafure gu ided by the lead. For the wea­

ther was as th ick as ever, and it m o w e d incclfant ly . A t ten, 
w e got fight o f the coafl;, bea r ing South W e i l , four mi les 
d i f tant ; and prefently after, h a v i n g fhoaled the water to 
feven fathoms, we hau led off. A t this t ime, a very l o w 
point , or fpit, bore South South W e l l , two or three mi les 
d i f lan t ; to the Faf l o f w h i c h there appeared to be a na r row 
channel , l e ad ing into fome water that we faw over the 
point. Probably, the lake before ment ioned communica tes 
here w i t h the fea. 

A t noon, the m i l l difperfing for a fhort in terva l , we h a d a 
tolerably good v i ew o f the coafl, w h i c h extended f rom 
South Eafl to Nor th Wef l by Wef l . Some parts appeared 
h i g h e r than others ; but i n general it was very l o w , w i t h 
h i g h l and farther up xhc count ry . T h e whole was now covered 
w i t h fnow, w h i c h had lately fa l l en , quite down to the fea. 
I cont inued to range a long the coafl, at two leagues diflance, 
t i l l ten at n igh t , w h e n wc hau led off; but we renamed our 

Monday 31. courfe next m o r n i n g , foon after day-break, w h e n we got 
fight o f the coafl aga in , extending f rom Wef l to South halt 
by South. A t eight, the Eaf lcrn part bore South, and proved 
to be an ifland ; w h i c h at noon bore South W e l l h a l f South , 
four or five miles diflant. It is about four or five miles i n 
c i rcu i t , o f a m i d d l i n g height , w i t h a fleep, r o c k y coafl, 
fituated about three leagues f rom the m a i n , i n the lat i tude 
o f 6f 4 5 ' , and d i f l ingu i fhed i n the chart by the name o f 
Burncy's Ifland. 

T h e i n l a n d coun t ry hereabout is f u l l o f h i l l s ; fome o f 

w h i c h arc o f a confiderable height. T h e land was covered 

w i t h 



Tuefday j . 

w i t h fnow, except a few fpots upon the'fea-coaft, w h i c h f l i l l in** 
cont inued low, but lefs fo than farther Weftward. F o r the *_ "f- 1/ 
two preceding days, the mean he ight o f the mercury i n the 
thermometer had been very l i t t le above the f reez ing point, 
and often below i t ; fo that the water, i n the veffels u p o n 
the deck, was frequent ly covered w i t h a fheet o f ice. 

I cont inued to fteer South South Eaft, near ly i n the di rec­
t ion o f the coaft, t i l l five i n the afternoon, w h e n l a n d was 
feen bear ing South, 50 0 Eaft, w h i c h we prcfently found to 
be a cont inuat ion o f the coaft, and hau led u p for it. B e i n g 
abreaft o f the Eaftern land , at ten at n ight , and i n doubts 
o f wea the r ing it, we tacked, and made a board to the Weft- September, 
ward , t i l l paft one the next m o r n i n g , w h e n we ftood aga in 
to the Eaft, and found that it was as m u c h as we cou ld do 
to keep our diftance f r o m the coaft, the w i n d be ing exceed­
i n g l y unfet t lcd, v a r y i n g con t inua l ly f r o m N o r t h to N o r t h 
Eaft. A t h a l f an h o u r paft eight, the Eaftern extreme above 
ment ioned bore South by Eaft, fix or feven mi les diftant. A t 
the fame t ime, a head-land appeared i n fight, bear ing Eaft 
by South, h a l f South ; and, foon after, we cou ld trace the 
w h o l e coaft l y i n g between them, and a f m a l l i f land at fome 
diftance f r o m it. 

T h e coaft feemed to fo rm feveral r ocky points, connected 
b y a l ow fliore, wi thou t the leaft appearance o f a harbour . 
A t fome diftance f rom the fea, the l o w land appeared to 
f w e l l into a n u m b e r o f h i l l s . T h e higheft of thefe were co­
vered w i t h fnow ; and, i n other refpects, the who le count ry 
feemed naked. A t feven i n the evening, two points o f 
land , at fome diftance beyond the Eaftern head, opened off 
it i n the direct ion o f South, 3 7 ° Eaft. I was now w e l l af-
fured, of what I had bel ieved before, that this was the 

count ry 



4 7 o A V O Y A G E T O 

' 7 7 ^ - c o u n t r y o f the T f c h u t f k i , o r the N o r t h E a f l coafl o f A f i a ; 
September. , 1 1 r — . 1 1 • ^ t . 

a n d that thus far B e e r i n g proceeded i n 1 7 2 8 ; that i s , to 
th is head w h i c h M u l l e r fays is ca l l ed Serdze Kamen, o n ac­
coun t o f a r o c k u p o n i t , fhaped l i k e a heart. B u t I c o n ­
ceive, that M r . M u l l e r ' s k n o w l e d g e o f the g e o g r a p h y o f 
thefe parts is ve ry imper fec t . T h e r e are m a n y elevated 
r o c k s u p o n this Cape , a n d pof l ib ly fome one o r other o f 
t h e m m a y have the fhape o f a heart. It is a pret ty lo f ty 
p romon to ry , w i t h a fleep r o c k y c l i f f f a c i n g the f ea ; and lies 
i n the la t i tude o f 6y° 3 ' , a n d i n the l ong i t ude o f 18S* n ' . T o 
the E a f l w a r d o f i t , the coafl is h i g h and b o l d ; but to the 
W e f l w a r d it is l o w , and trends N o r t h N o r t h W e f l , and N o r t h 
W e f l by W e l l ; w h i c h is nea r ly its d i r ec t ion a l l the w a y to 
Cape N o r t h . T h e found ings are every w h e r e the fame at 
the fame dif lance f r o m the more , w h i c h is alfo the cafe o n 
the oppol i tc fhore o f A m e r i c a . T h e g rea t c i l depth we f o u n d 
i n r a n g i n g a l o n g it was twenty- th ree fa thoms . A n d , i n the 
n i g h t , or i n foggy weather , the found ings are no bad g u i d e 
i n f a i l i n g a l o n g c i the r o f thefe fhorcs. 

v/cdnef. z . A t e igh t o ' c l o c k i n the m o r n i n g o f the 2d, the m o f l a d ­
vanced l a n d to the Sou th Eaf l , bore Sou th , 25" E a f l ; a n d 
f r o m this poin t o f v i e w had the appearance o f b e i n g a n 
i i l a n d . But the t h i c k m o w fhowers , w h i c h fuccceded one 
another pretty fafl, and fettled u p o n the l a n d , h i d great 
part o f the coa l ! at this t ime f r o m o u r fight. Soon after, 
the fun , whofe face we had not feen for near five days , 
b roke out at the in tervals be tween the fhowers ; and , i n 
fome meafure , freed the coafl f r o m the fog, fo that we h a d 
a fight o f it, a n d found the w h o l e to be connected. T h e w i n d 
f l i l l con t inued at N o r t h , the a i r was co ld , and the m e r c u r y 
i n the the rmometer never rofe above 35*, and was fometimes. 
as l o w as 300. A t noon the obferved la t i tude was 66° 37, 

Cape 
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Cape Serdze K a m e n bore N o r t h , 52* Wefl:, thirteen leagues dif­
t an t ; the Southernmoft point o f l and i n fight South , 41 0 

Eaft ; the neareft part o f the coaft two leagues diftant; and 
ou r depth o f water twenty- two fa thoms. 

W e had n o w fair weather and funfhine ; and as we ranged 
a long the coaft, at the diftance of four mi les , we faw feve­
ra l o f the inhabitants , and fome of their habitations, w h i c h 
looked l i k e litt le h i l l o c k s o f earth. In the even ing we 
paffed the Eajlern Cape, or the point above m e n t i o n e d ; f r o m 
w h i c h the coaft changes its d i rec t ion, and trends South 
Weft. It is ' the fame point o f l and w h i c h we had paffed o n 
the n t h o f Auguf t . T h e y w h o bel ieved i m p l i c i t l y i n M r . 
Stachlin's map , then thought it the Eaft point o f his i f land 
A l a f c h k a ; but w e had, by this t ime, fatisfied ourfelves, that 
it is no other than the Eaftern p romontory o f Afia 3 and pro­
bab ly the proper Tfcbukotjkoi Nofs, t h o u g h the promontory , to 
w h i c h Beer ing gave that name, is farther to the South 
Weft. 

T h o u g h M r . M u l l e r , i n his map o f the Ruff ian Difcoveries, 
places the T f c h u k o t f k o i Nofs near ly i n 7 5 ° o f latitude, and 
extends it fomewhat to the Eaftward o f this Cape, it appears 
to me, that he h a d no good author i ty for fo do ing . Indeed 
his o w n accounts, or rather DefhnefPs *, o f the diftance be­
tween the Nofs, and the r iver A n a d i r , cannot be reconci led 
w i t h this very N o r t h e r l y pofi t ion. But as I hope to vifit 
thefe parts aga in , I fha l l leave the d i fcuf l ion o f this point 
t i l l then. In the m e a n t ime, I muft conclude , as B e e r i n g 
d i d before me , that this is the moft Eaftern point o f A f i a . 

* Avec le vent le plus favorable, on peut aller par mcr de cette pointe (des 
Tfchuktfchis), jufqu'a l 'Anadir en trois ibis 24 heures j & par terre lc chemin ne 
peut guere ctre plus long, Muller, p. 1 3 . 
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September * c * s a P e m n i ^ u ^ a ° f confiderable he ight , jo ined to the cont i -
v— » nent by a very l o w , and, to appearance, na r row neck o f 

l and . It fiiews a fleep r o c k y c l i f f next the fea ; and off the 
very point are fome rocks l i k e fpires. It is fituated i n the 
lat i tude o f 66° 6', and i n the longi tude o f 190° 22 ' ; and is dif­
tant, f r o m Cape Pr ince o f Wales , on the A m e r i c a n coafl, 
thir teen leagues, i n the d i rec t ion o f N o r t h , 530 W e f l . T h e 
l a n d about this p romontory is compofed o f h i l l s and 
val l ies . T h e fo rmer terminate at the fea i n fleep r o c k y 
points, and the latter i n l o w fhores. T h e h i l l s feemed to be 
n a k e d rocks ; but the val l ies had a greenifh hue, but def-
titute of tree or fhrub. 

After p a l l i n g the Cape, I fleered South W e f l h a l f Wef l , for 
the N o r t h e r n point o f St. Lawrence Bay, i n w h i c h we had 
anchored on the 10th o f laft m o n t h . W e reached it by eight 

Thuifday 3. o 'c lock next m o r n i n g , and faw fome o f the inhabi tants at 
the place where I had feen t h e m before, as w e l l as feveral 
others on the oppofite fide o f the bay. N o n e o f them, h o w ­
ever, attempted to come off to us j w h i c h feemed a l i t t le 
extraordinary, as the weather was favourable enough ; and 
thofe w h o m we had lately vifited had no reafon, that I 
k n o w of, to di f l ike ou r company . Thefe people m u f l be 
the T f c h n t f k i j a nat ion that, at the t ime M r . M u l l e r wrote, 
the Ruffians had not been able to conquer . A n d , f r o m 
the who le o f their conduct w i t h us, it appears that they 
have not, as yet, brought t h e m under fubjec t ion; t hough it 
is obvious that they m u f l have a trade w i t h the Ruffians, 
either d i rect ly , or by means o f fome n e i g h b o u r i n g nat ion ; 
as we cannot o thcrwife account for their be ing i n poffef-
fion o f the fpontoons, i n par t icular , o f w h i c h we took 
notice. 5 

T h i s 



T h i s Bay o f St. Laurence * is, at Ieafx, five leagues broad 1 

at the entrance, and four leagues deep, n a r r o w i n g toward <-2! 
the bot tom, where it appeared to be tolerably w e l l f l i cke red 
f r o m the fea-winds, p rovided there be fufficient depth o f 
water for fhips. I d i d not wai t to examine i t , a l t h o u g h I 
was very defirous o f f i n d i n g an harbour i n thofe parts, to 
w h i c h I m i g h t rcfort next fp r ing . B u t I wanted one where 
w o o d m i g h t be got, and I k n e w that none was to be f o u n d 
here. F r o m the South point o f this bay, w h i c h l ies i n the 
lat i tude of 650 30', the coaft trends Weft by South , for about 
n ine leagues, and there forms a deep bay, or r iver ; or elfe 
the l and there is fo l o w that we c o u l d not fee i t . 

A t one i n the afternoon, i n the d i rec t ion o f o u r courfe, 
w e faw wha t was firft taken for a rock ; bu t i t proved to be 
a dead wha le , w h i c h fome natives o f the Afiat ic coaft had 
k i l l e d , and were t o w i n g afhore. T h e y feemed to conceal 
themfelves beh ind the fifh to avoid be ing feen by us. T h i s 
was unneceffary ; for we purfued our courfe, w i thou t t a k i n g 
any notice o f them. 

A t day-break o n the 4th, I hau led to the N o r t h Weft, i n F r i d a 

order to get a nearer v i e w of the in le t feen the preced ing 
d a y ; but the w i n d , foon after, vee r ing to that d i rec t ion, I 
gave u p the de f ign ; and, f leer ing to the Sou thward a l o n g 
the coaft, paft two bays, each about two leagues deep. T h e 
Nor thernmof t lies before a h i l l , w h i c h is r emarkab le by be­
i n g rounder than any other u p o n the coaft. A n d there is 
an ifland l y i n g before the other. It m a y be doubted, w h e ­
ther there be a fufficient depth for fli ips i n ci ther o f thefe 
bays, as we a lways met w i t h fhoal water, w h e n we edged 

* Captain Cook gives it this name, having anchored in it on St. Laurence's day, 
Auguft 10. It is remarkable, that Beering failed paft this very place on the 10th of 
Auguft 1728 j on which account, the neighbouring ifland was named by him after the 
fame Saint. 
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7 ? - i n for the fhore. T h e count ry here is exceedingly h i l l y 
\~—,—^ and naked . In feveral places on the l o w g round , next the 

fea, were the d w e l l i n g s o f the natives ; and near a l l o f t h e m 
were creeled flages o f bones, fuch as before defcr ibed. 
Thefe m a y be feen at a great diflance, on account o f their 
whitenefs . 

A t noon the latitude, was 640 38', and the long i tude 
18*8* 15'; the Southernmofl point o f the m a i n i n fight bore 
South , 480 W e f l ; a n d the neareft fhore about three or four 
lergues diftant. B y this t ime, the w i n d had veered aga in 
to the N o r t h , and b l ew a gentle breeze. T h e weather was 
clear, and the air co ld . I d i d not f o l l o w the di rect ion o f 
the coaft, as 1 found that it took a Wef ter ly di rect ion toward 
the G u l f o f A n a d i r , i n t o w h i c h I had no inducement to go, 
but fleered to the Sou thward , i n order to get a fight o f the 
Ifland of St. Laurence , difcovered by B e e r i n g ; w h i c h ac­
c o r d i n g l y fhewed itfelf, and, at e ight o 'c lock i n the even­
i n g , it bore South, 2o°Eaf t ; by eft imation, eleven leagues 
diftant. A t the fame t ime, the Southernmof l point o f the 
m a i n l and bore South , 83° Weft, diftant twelve leagues. I 
take this to be the point w h i c h B e e r i n g calls the Eaft Poin t 
o f Suchot fk i , or Cape Tfcbukotjkoi; a name w h i c h he gave it* 
and w i t h propriety, becaufe it was f r o m this part o f the 
coaft that the natives came off to h i m , w h o cal led t h e m ­
felvcs o f the nat ion o f the T f c h u t f k i . I m a k e its lat i tude 
to be 64° 13', and its longi tude 186° 36'. 

In juftice to the m e m o r y o f Beer ing , I muft fay, that he 
has delineated the coaft very w e l l , and fixed the latitude a n d 
longi tude o f the points better than could .be expected f r o m 
the methods he had to go by. T h i s j u d g m e n t is not formed 
f r o m M r . M u l l e r ' s account o f the voyage, or the chart pre­
fixed to his book 5. but f r o m D r . Campbe l l ' s account o f it i n 

his> 
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his edit ion o f Har r i s ' s Co l l ec t i on* , and a m a p thereto an - e
 !778-

* September, 

nexed, w h i c h is both more c i r cumf lan t i a l and accurate than w—v—~J 

that o f M r . M u l l e r . 
T h e more I was convinced o f m y b e i n g n o w u p o n the 

coafl o f Af ia , the more I was at a lofs to reconcile M r . Staeh-
l i n ' s m a p of the N e w Nor the rn A r c h i p e l a g o w i t h m y ob­
fervations ; and I had no w a y to account for the great di f ­
ference, but by fuppofing, that I had m i f l a k e n fome part o f 
w h a t he calls the Ifland o f A l a f c h k a for the A m e r i c a n con­
tinent, and had miffed the channe l that feparates them. A d ­
m i t t i n g even this, there w o u l d f l i l l have been a confiderable 
difference. It was w i t h me a matter of fome confequence, 
to clear u p this point the prefent feafon, that I m i g h t have 
but one object i n v i e w the next. A n d , as thefe Nor the rn 
ifles are reprefented by h i m as a b o u n d i n g wi th wood, I 
was i n hopes, i f I fhould find them, o f ge t t ing a fupply o f 
that art icle, w h i c h we n o w began to be i n great want o f 
o n board. 

W i t h thefe v iews , I fleered over for the A m e r i c a n coafi ; 
and, at five i n the afternoon, the next day, faw k n d bear- Saturdays, 
i n g South three quarters Eaft, w h i c h w c took to be Arider-
fon's I i land, or fome other l a n d near i t , and therefore d id 
not wai t to examine it. O n the 6th, at four i n the m o r n - Sunday 5. 
i n g , we got fight o f the A m e r i c a n coafl near Sledge I f land; 
and at fix, the fame evening , this if land bore N o r t h , 6° Eaf l , 
ten leagues d i f l an t ; and the Eaflernmoft land i n fight 
N o r t h , 490 Eaf l . I f any part o f wha t I had fuppofed to be 
A m e r i c a n coafl, cou ld pof l ib ly be the ifland o f A l a f c h k a , 
it was that n o w before u s ; and i n that cafe, I m u f l have 
miffed the channe l between it and the m a i n , by f leer ing to 

* V o l . i i . p. 1016, &c» 
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Tuefday 8. 

Wcdnef. 9. 

the Weft, inftead o f the Eaft, after we firft f e l l i n w i t h it . I 

was not, therefore, at a lofs where to go, i n order to clear u p 
thefe doubts. • 

A t e ight i n the even ing o f the 7 t h , we h a d got clofe i n 
w i t h the land , Sledge Ifland bea r ing N o r t h 85* Weft, e ight 
or n ine leagues dif tant ; and the Eaftern, part o f the coafl: 
N o r t h 700 Eaft, w i t h h i g h l and i n the d i rec t ion o f Eaft b y 
N o r t h , f eeming ly at a great diftance beyond the point . A t 
this t ime we faw a l i gh t afhore ; and two canoes, f i l led w i t h 
people, c o m i n g off toward us. I b rought to, that they m i g h t 
have t ime to come up . But it was to no purpofe ; for , r e ­
f i l l i n g a l l the figns o f f r iendfhip we c o u l d exh ib i t , they kept 
at the diftance o f a quarter o f a m i l e ; fo that we left t h e m , 
and purfued ou r courfe a l o n g the coaft. 

A t one i n the m o r n i n g o f the 8 t h , f i nd ing the water fhoal 
pretty f a i l , w e dropped anchor i n ten fa thoms, where we l a y 
u n t i l day- l igh t , and then renamed ou r courfe a l o n g the coaft, 
w h i c h we f o u n d to t rend Eaft, and Eaft h a l f South . A t 
feven i n the evening , we were abreaft o f a point, l y i n g i n 
the lati tude o f 6 4 0 21 ' , and i n the longi tude o f 197*; beyond 
w h i c h the coaft takes a more N o r t h e r l y d i rec t ion . A t eight , 
this poin t , w h i c h obtained the name o f Cape Darby, bore 
South 62° Wef t ; the Nor thernmoft l and i n fight, N o r t h 3 2 0 

Eaft ; and the neareft fhore three mi les diftant. In this f i ­
tuat ion we anchored i n thir teen fathoms water, over a m u d d y 
bot tom. 

N e x t m o r n i n g , at day-break, we w e i g h e d , and fai led 
a l o n g the coaft. T w o iflands, as w c fuppofed t h e m to be, 
were at that t ime feen; the one bea r ing South 70* Eaft, and 
the other Eaft. Soon after, w e found ourfelves u p o n a coaft 
covered w i t h w o o d 5 an agreeable fight, to w h i c h , o f late, 

4 w e 



we had not been accuf tomcd. As we advanced to the N o r t h , _ XT**: 
September. 

we raifed l a n d i n the di rect ion o f N o r t h Eaft h a l f N o r t h ; • <~—* 
w h i c h proved to be a cont inuat ion o f the coaft we w e r e 
u p o n . W e alfo faw h i g h l a n d oven the iflands, f c e m i n g l y 
at a good diftance beyond them. T h i s was thought to be 
the cont inent , and the other l and the Ifland o f A l a f c h k a . 
B u t it was already doubt fu l , whether we m o u l d find a paf­
fage between t h e m ; for the water fhoaled infenfibly as we 
advanced farther to the N o r t h . In this fituation, two boats 
were fent to found before the f l i i p s ; and I ordered the Dif ­
covery to lead, k e e p i n g near ly i n the m i d channel , between 
the coaft on our larboard, and the Northcrnmoft if land o n 
o u r ftarboard. T h u s w e proceeded t i l l three i n the after­
n o o n ; w h e n , h a v i n g paffed the i f land, w e had not more 
t h a n three fathoms and an h a l f o f water ; and the R e f o l u ­
t ion , at one t ime, b rought the m u d u p f r o m the bo t tom. 
M o r e water was not to be found i n any part o f the c h a n n e l ; 
for, w i t h the mips and boats, we had t r ied it f r o m fide to 
fide. 

I therefore thought it h i g h t ime to r e t u r n ; efpecially as 
the w i n d was i n fuch a quarter , that we muft p l y back. B u t 
w h a t I dreaded moft was the w i n d increaf ing, and ra i f ing 
the fea into waves, fo as to put the fl i ips i n danger o f ftrik-
i n g . A t this t ime , a head- land on the Weft fhore, w h i c h is 
dif t inguifhed by the name o f Bald Head, bore N o r t h by Weft, 
one league diftant. T h e coaft beyond it extended as far as 
N o r t h Eaft by N o r t h , where it feemed to end i n a p o i n t ; be­
h i n d w h i c h the coaft o f the h i g h land , feen over the iflands, 
ftretched i t f e l f ; and fome thought they c o u l d trace whe re 
it jo ined . O n the Weft fide of B a l d Head, the more forms a 
bay , i n the bot tom o f w h i c h is a l o w beach, where we faw 
a n u m b e r o f huts or habi tat ions o f the natives. 

H a v i n g , 



W*- H a v i n g cont inued to p ly back a l l n igh t , by day-break the 
September. . . . , . 
. > next m o r n i n g we had got into fix fa thoms water. A t n ine 

urfdayio. O » c j o c ] ^ b e i n g about a league f r o m the W e d fhore, I took 
two boats, and landed, attended by M r , K i n g , to feek w o o d 
and water. W e landed where the coafl projects out into a 
b l u f f head, compofed o f perpendicular Jlrata o f a rock o f a 
da rk blue colour , m i x e d w i t h quar tz and g l i m m e r . There 
jo ins to the beach a na r row border o f land, n o w covered 
w i t h l o n g grafs, and where w c met w i t h fome angelica. 
Beyond this, the g r o u n d rifes abrupt ly . At the top o f this 
elevation, we found a heath, a b o u n d i n g wi th a variety o f 
be r r i e s ; and fur ther on , the country was level , and t h i n l y 
covered w i t h f m a l l fprucc trees ; and b i rch and w i l l o w s no 
b igge r than b room Huff. W e obferved tracks o f deer and 
fo ies on the b e a c h ; on w h i c h alfo lay a great quant i ty o f 
d r i f t - w o o d ; and there was no want o f frefh water. I re­
turned on board, w i t h an in ten t ion to b r i n g the fliips to an 
anchor h e r e ; but the w i n d then veer ing to N o r t h Ea f l , 
w h i c h b lew rather on this more , I ftretched over to the op-
pofite one, i n the expectation o f f ind ing wood there alfo, and 
anchored at eight o 'c lock in the evening , under the Sou th 
end o f the Nor thernmof t i f l and : fo we then fuppofed it to 

Friday i i . D e > bur, next m o r n i n g , we found it to be a peninfula , u n i t ­
ed to the continent by a l o w neck o f land, on each fide 
o f w h i c h the coaft forms a bay. W e p l ied into the Sou th -
ernmoft, and about noon anchored i n five fathoms water, 
over a bot tom of m u d ; the point o f the peninfula , w h i c h 
obtained the name o f Cape Denbigh, bea r ing N o r t h 68° 
Weft, three miles diftant. 

Several people were fecn u p o n the p e n i n f u l a ; and one 
m a n came off i n a f m a l l canoe. I gave h i m a kn i fe , and a 
f ew beads, w i t h w h i c h he feemed w e l l pleafed. H a v i n g 

made 
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made figns to h i m to b r i n g us fomethinff to cat, he i m m c - n
 r77*« 

° ° 0 September. 
diately left us, and paddled toward the fhore. But , meet- < -/ 
i n g another m a n c o m i n g off, w h o happened to have t w o 
dr ied Sa lmon, he got t hem f rom h i m ; and on r e t u r n i n g to 
the fhip, w o u l d give them to no body but me. Some of ou r 
people thought that he afked for me under the name of Ca~ 
pitane\ but i n this they were probably mi f l aken . H e k n e w 
w h o had g iven h i m the k n i f e and beads, but I do not fee 
h o w he cou ld k n o w that 1 was the Capta in . Others o f the 
natives, foon after, came off, and exchanged a f ew dry f ifh, 
for fuch trifles as they cou ld get, or we had to g ive them. 
T h e y were mof l defirous of kn ives j and they had no d i f l ike 
to tobacco. 

Af te r d inner , Lieutenant G o r e was fent to the peninfula* 
to fee i f w o o d and water were there to be got ; o r rather 
wa te r ; for the who le beach round the bay feemed to be co­
vered w i t h dr i f t -wood. A t the fame t ime, a boat was fent 
f r o m each fhip, to found r o u n d the b a y ; and, at three i n 
the afternoon, the w i n d f refhening at N o r t h Eafl , we 
w e i g h e d , i n order to w o r k farther i n . But it was foon 
f o u n d to be impof l ib le , o n account o f the fhoals, w h i c h ex­
tended quite r o u n d the bay, to the diflance o f two or three 
m i l e s f rom the more ; as the officers, w h o had been fent to. 
found, reported. W c , therefore, kept f l and ing off and o n 
w i t h the f l i ips , w a i t i n g for M r . Gore , w h o returned about 
eight o 'clock, w i t h the l a u n c h laden w i t h wood. 

H e reported, that there was but litt le frefh wa te r ; and 
that wood was difficult to be got at, by reafon o f the boats 
g r o u n d i n g at fome diflance f r o m the beach. T h i s b e i n g the. 
cafe, 1 flood back to the other fhore ; and, at eight o ' c lock 
the next m o r n i n g , fent a l l the boats, and a par ty o f m e n , S a t u r d a y l 2 

1 w i th . 



-with an officer, to get w o o d f r o m the place where I h a d 
landed two days before. W c cont inued, for a w h i l e , to 
Hand o n and off w i t h the fh ips ; but , at l eng th , came to a n 
anchor i n one- four th lefs than five fathoms, h a l f a league 
f r o m the coafl, the Sou th point o f w h i c h bore South 26* 
W e f l ; and B a l d Head , N o r t h 6o° Eaf l , n ine leagues diflant. 
Cape D e n b i g h bore South 72 0 Eaf l , twenty-f ix mi l e s d i f l an t ; 
and the ifland under the Eaf l more , to the Sou thward o f Cape 
D e n b i g h , n a m e d Bcjhorough I/land, Sou th 52 0 Eaf l , fifteen 
leagues diflant. 

A s this was a very open road, and confequently not a fafc 
f la t ion, I refolved not to wa i t to complete water , as that 
w o u l d require fome t ime ; but o n l y to fupply the fli ips w i t h 
w o od , and then to go i n fearch o f a more convenient place 
for the other art icle. W e took off the d r i f t -wood that 
l a y u p o n the b e a c h ; and as the w i n d b l e w a l o n g fhore, the 
boats c o u l d fai l bo th ways , w h i c h enabled us to m a k e great 
difpatch. 

I n the afternoon, I went afhore, and w a l k e d a l i t t le in to 
the c o u n t r y ; w h i c h , where there was no w o o d , was covered 
w i t h heath and other plants, fome o f w h i c h produce berries 
i n abundance. A l l the berries were r ipe ; the hurt le-berr ies 
too m u c h fo ; and ha rd ly a fingle plant was i n flower. T h e 
unde rwood , fuch as b i r c h , w i l l o w s , and alders, rendered it 
ve ry t roublefome w a l k i n g a m o n g f l the trees, w h i c h were a l l 
fpruce, and none of t h e m above fix or e ight inches i n d i a ­
meter . But we f o u n d fome l y i n g u p o n the beach, more 
than twice this fize. A l l the d r i f t -wood i n thefe N o r t h e r n 
parts was fir. I faw not a f l i ck o f any other fort. 

Next day, a f a m i l y o f the natives came near to the place 
where w e were t a k i n g off wood . I k n o w not h o w m a n y 

there 



there were at firft; but I faw o n l y the hufband, the wi fe , and _ f 7 7 8 -
J September. 

the i r c h i l d ; and a four th perfon w h o bore the h u m a n fhape, u — — » 
a n d that was a l l ; for he was the moft deformed cr ipple I had 
ever fecn or heard of. T h e other m a n was a lmof l b l i n d ; 
and nei ther he, nor his w i fe , were fuch good - look ing people 
as we had fometimes feen amongft the natives o f this coaft. 
T h e under - l ips o f bo th were b o r e d ; and they had i n their 
poiTeflion fome fuch glafs beads as I had met w i t h before 
amongft their ne ighbours . B u t i ron was their beloved ar­
ticle. For four kn ives , w h i c h we had made out o f an o l d 
i r o n hoop, I got f r o m them near four hundred pounds 
we igh t o f fifh, w h i c h they had caught on this or the pre­
c e d i n g day. Some were trout, and the reft were, i n fize 
and tafte, fome wha t between a m u l l e t and a he r r ing . I gave 
the c h i l d , w h o was a g i r l , a few beads ; on w h i c h the 
mother burft in to tears, then the father, then the cr ipple , 
and, at laft, to complete the concert, the g i r l herfelf. Bu t 
this muf ic cont inued not l o n g * . Before n igh t , we had got 

the 

* Captain K i n g has communicated the following account of his interview with the 

fame family. " O n the 12th, while I attended the wooding party, a canoe full of" 

natives approached us ; and, beckoning them to land, an elderly man and woman 

came on more. I gave the woman a fmall knife, making her underfland, that X 
would give her a much larger one for fome fifh. She made figns to me to follow her. 

I had proceeded with them about a mile, when the man, in croffing a ftony beach, 

fell down, and cut his foot very much. This made me Hop; upon which the wo­

man pointed to the man's eyes, which, I obferved, were covered with a thick, white 

film. He afterward kept clofe to his wife, who apprized him of the obftacles in his 

way. The woman had a little child on her back, covered with the hood of her 

jacket: and which I took for a bundle, till I heard it cry. At about two miles dif­

tance we came to their open fkin boat, which was turned on its fide, the convex part 

toward the wind, and ferved for their houfe. I was now made to perform a lingular 

operation on the man's eyes. Firft, I was directed to hold my breath ; afterward, to 

breathe on the difeafed eyes ; and next, "to fpit on them. The woman then took both 

my hands, and prefling them to his ftomach, held them there for fome time, while fhe 

/elated fome calamitous hiftory of her family ; pointing fometimes to her hufbaiu), 
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! 7 7 8 . 
September *Z?mLb t n e ^'ll?s a m p l y fuppl ied w i t h wood ; and had carr ied on 

board about twelve tons o f water to each. 

Monday O n the 1 4 t h , a party o f m e n were fent on more to cut 
brooms, w h i c h we were i n want of, and the branches o f 
fpruce-trees for b r e w i n g beer. T o w a r d noon, every body 
was taken on board ; for the w i n d , freshening, had raifed 
fuch a furf on the beach, that the boats cou ld not cont inue 
to l and wi thou t great diff iculty. Some doubts b e i n g f t i l l 
entertained, whe ther the coaft w e were n o w u p o n be­
longed to an if land, or the A m e r i c a n con t inen t ; and the 
fhal lownefs o f the water pu t t ing it out o f ou r power to de­
te rmine this w i t h our f l i ips , I fent L ieu tenan t K i n g , w i t h 
two boats under his c o m m a n d , to m a k e fuch fe arches as 
m i g h t leave no r o o m for a var ie ty o f op in ions on the fub-

Tuefday 15. j e f t Next day, the fliips removed over to the bay, w h i c h 
is 

fometimes to a frightful cripple belonging to the family, and fometimes to her child, 
1 purchafed all the fifh they had, confiding of very fine falmon, falmon-trout, and 
mullet; which were delivered moft faithfully to the man I fent for them. The man 
was about five feet two inches high, and well made ; his colour, of a light copper ; 
his hair black and fhort, and with little beard. He had two holes in his under-lip, 
but no ornaments in them. T h e woman was fhort and fqu'at, with a plump round 
face ; wore a decr-fkin jacket with a large hood ; and had on wide boots. The teeth 
of both were black, and feemed as if they had been filed down level with the gums. 
The woman was punctured from the lip to the chin ." 

* Captain K i n g has been fo good as to communicate his inftructions on this occa­

fion, and the particulars of the fatigue he underwent, in carrying them into execution : 

** Y o u are to proceed to the Northward as far as the extreme point wc faw on 
" Wednefday laft, or a little further, if you think it necetfary j land there, and en-
" deavour, from the heights,, to difcover whether the land you are then upon, fup-
** pofed to be the ifland of Alafchka, is really an ifland, or joins to the land on the 
" Eaft, fuppofed to be the continent of America. If the former, you are to fatisfy 
M yourfelf v/jLth the depth of water in the channel between them, and which way the 
!* flood-tide cemes. But if you find the two lands connected, lofe no time in found-
*' ing ; but make the beft of your way back to the fhip, which you will find at anchor 
" near the point of land we anchored under on Friday laft. If you perceive any Iikeli-

hood 



is on the South Eaf l fide o f Cape D e n b i g h , where w c an - "778. 
. , c . September. 

chored i n the afternoon. Soon after, a few or the natives > ;— 
came off i n their f m a l l canoes, and bartered fome dr ied f a l ­
m o n for fuch trifles as ou r people had to give them. 

" hood of a change of weather for the worfe, you are, in that cafe, to return to the 
" fhip, although you have not performed the fervice you are fent upon. A n d , at any 
U rate, you are not to remain longer upon it than four or five days j but the fooncr 
" it is done the better. If any unforefeen, or unavoidable accident, ihould force the 

fhips off the coaft, fo that they cannot return at a reafonable time, the rendezvous 
« is at the harbour of Samganoodha; that is, the place where we laft completed our 
" water." 

" J A M E S C O O K . " 
*' To Lieutenant King" 

" Our cutter being hoifted out, and thefignal made for the Difcovcry's, at eight at 
night, on the 14th, we fet out. It was a little unlucky, that the boats crews had been much 
fatigued during the whole day in bringing things from the ihore. They pulled ftoutly, 
without reft or intermiflion, toward the land, till one o'clock in the morning of the 
15th. I wanted much to have got clofe to it, to have had the advantage of the wind, 
which had very regularly, in the evening, blown from the land, and in the day-time 
down the Sound, from the North North Eaft, and was contrary to our courfe; but 
the men were, at this time, too much fatigued to prefs them farther. W e , therefore, 
fet our fails, and ftood acrofs the bay, which the coaft forms to the Weft of Baldhead, 
and fteered for it. But, as I expected, by three o'clock, the wind headed us; and, 
as it was in vain to endeavour to fetch Baldhead with our fails, we again took to the 
oars. The Difcovery's boat (being a heavy king's-built cutter, while ours was one 
from Deal) had, in the night-time, detained us very much, and now wc foon pulled 
out of light of her ; nor would I wait, being in great hopes to reach the extreme 
point that was in fight, time enough to afcend the heights before dark, as the weather 
was at this time remarkably clear and fine ; and we could fee to a great diftance. By 
two o'clock we had got within two miles of Baldhead, under the lee of the high 
land, and in fmooth water j but, at the moment our object: was nearly attained, 
all the men, but two, were fo overcome with fatigue and fleep, that my utmoft 
endeavours to make them put on were ineffectual. They, at length, dropped 
their oars, quite exhaufted, and fell afleep in the bottom of the boat. Indeed, consi­
dering that they had fet out fatigued, and had now been fixteen hours, out of the 
eighteen fince they left the fhip, pulling in a poppling fea, it was no wonder that 
their ftrength and fpirits fhould be worn out for want of fleep and refrefhmeats. T h e 
two gentlemen, who were with me, and my&Ff, were now obliged to lay hold of the 
ears ; and, by a little after three, we landed between the Baldhead and a projecting 
point to the Eaftward." 
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A t day-break, on the i 6 t h , n ine m e n , each i n h is canoe, 
paid us a vifit. T h e y approached the fhip w i t h fome cau^ 
t i o n ; and evidently came w i t h no other v i e w than to g r a ­
t ify their curiofity. T h e y drew u p abreaft o f each other, 
under ou r Hern, and gave us a f o n g ; w h i l e one o f thei r 
n u m b e r beat upon a k i n d o f d r u m , and another made a 
thoufand antic mot ions w i t h h is hands and body. T h e r e 
was , however , no th ing favagc, either i n the fong, or i n the 
geftures that accompanied it. None o f us cou ld perceive 
any difference between thefe people, either as to their fize 
or features, and thofe w h o m w c had met w i t h on every 
other part o f the coaft, K i n g George's Sound excepted. T h e i r 
c l o t h i n g , w h i c h confifled p r inc ipa l l y o f dcer-fkins , was made 
after the fame f a f h i o n ; and they obferved the cuf tom o f 
b o r i n g their under l ips , and f ix ing ornaments to them. 

T h e d w e l l i n g s o f thefe people were feated clofe to the 
beach. T h e y confifl f imp ly o f a Hoping.roof , w i thou t any 
f ide-wal ls , compofed o f logs , and covered w i t h grafs a n d 
earth. T h e floor is alfo l a id w i t h logs ; the entrance is at 
one end ; the fire-place juft w i t h i n i t ; and a f m a l l hole i& 
made near the door to let out the fmoke. 

Af te r breakfaft, a party o f m e n were fent to the peninfula-
for brooms and fpruce. A t the fame t ime, h a l f the re­
ma inde r o f the people i n each fhip had leave to go and 
p i c k berries. Thefe re turned on board at noon, w h e n the 
other h a l f wen t o n the fame errand. T h e berries to be got 
here were w i l d currant-berries, hurt le-berr ies , par t r idge-
berries, and heath-berries. I alfo went afhore myfe l f , 
and w a l k e d over part o f the peninfu la . In feveral places 
there was very good g ra f s ; and I ha rd ly faw a fpot, o n 
w h i c h fome vegetable was not g r o w i n g . T h e l o w l a n d 

w h i c h 



w h i c h connects this peninfula w i t h the continent, is f u l l o f c

 l7?\ 
1 S e p t e m b e r . 

nar row creeks ; and abounds w i t h ponds o f water, fome o f ^ . — y — 

w h i c h were already frozen over. The re were a great m a n y 
geefe and buflards ; but fo fhy, that it was not poffible to 
get w i t h i n mufket-fhot o f them. W e alfo met w i t h fome 
fnipes ; and on the h i g h g r o u n d were partridges o f two 
forts. W h e r e there was any wood , mufqui toes were i n 
plenty. Some o f the officers, who travel led farther than I 
d id , met w i t h a few o f the natives o f both fexes, w h o treated 
them w i t h c i v i l i t y . 

It appeared to me, that this peninfula m u f l have been an 
ifland i n remote t imes ; for there were marks o f the fea 
h a v i n g flowed over the i f thmus. A n d , even now, it ap­
peared to be kept out by a bank o f fand, (tones, and w o o d 
t h rown up by the waves. B y this bank it was evident, that 
the l and was here encroach ing u p o n the fea, and it was eafy 
to trace its g radua l format ion . 

Abou t feven i n the evening , M r . K i n g returned f r o m his 
exped i t ion ; and reported, that he proceeded w i t h the boats 
about three or four leagues farther than the fhips had been 
able to go ; that he then landed on the W e l l fide; that, f r o m 
the heights , he cou ld fee the two coafls j o i n , and the inlet to 
terminate i n a fma l l r iver or creek, before w h i c h were banks 
o f fand or m u d ; and every where fhoal water. T h e l and 
too, was l o w and fwampy for fome diflance to the N o r t h ­
w a r d ; then it fwel led into h i l l s ; and the complete j u n c t i o n 
o f thofe, on each fide of ' the inlet , was cafily traced. 

F r o m the elevated fpot on w h i c h M r . K i n g furveyed the 
Sound, he could d i f l i ngu i fh m a n y extenfive vallies, w i th rivers 
r u n n i n g th rough them, w e l l wooded, and bounded by h i l l s 
o f a gentle afcent and moderate height . One o f thefe r ivers 

to 



to the N o r t h Weft appeared to be confiderable; and, f r o m 
its d i rect ion, he was i n c l i n e d to t h i n k , that it empt ied i t ­
felf in to the fea at the head of the bay. Some o f his people, 
w h o penetrated beyond this into the count ry , found the 
trees larger , the farther they advanced. 

In h o n o u r o f Sir F le tcher Nor ton *, Speaker o f the H o u f e 
o f C o m m o n s , and M r . K i n g ' s near relat ion, I named this 
in le t Norton*s Sound. It extends to t h e N o r t h w a r d as far as 
la t i tude o f 640 T h e bay, i n w h i c h we w7erc n o w at a n ­
chor , lies o n the South Eaf l fide o f i t ; and is cal led by the 
natives Chacktoole. It is but an indifferent ftation j b e ing ex-
pofed to the Sou th and South Weft w inds . N o r is there a 
ha rbour i n a l l this S o u n d . B u t we were f o fortunate as t o 

have the w i n d f r o m the Nor th and N o r t h Eaft a l l the t ime, 
w i t h remarkab le fine weather. T h i s gave us an oppor tu­
n i t y to m a k e no lefs than feventy-feven fets o f l u n a r o b ­

fervations, between the 6th and 17th inc luf ive . T h e mean 
r emi t o f thefe made the longi tude o f the anchor ing-p lace , 
o n the W e f l fide o f the Sound, to be - 1970 13' 

Lat i tude - - - - 640 3 1 ' 

Var i a t i on o f the compafs - - 250 45' Eaf l . 

D i p o f the needle - 76" 25' 

O f the tides i t was obferved, that the night-f lood rofe 
about two o r three feet, and that the day-flood was hard ly 
perceivable. 

H a v i n g n o w f u l l y fatisfied myfelf , that M r . Stschlin's map 
m u f l be erroneous j and, h a v i n g reflored the A m e r i c a n con­
tinent to that fpacc w h i c h he had occupied w i t h his i m a ­
g ina ry ifland o f A l a f c h k a , it was h i g h t ime t o t h ink o f 

l e a v i n g thefe Nor the rn regions, and t o retire t o fome place 

* N o w Lord Grantley. 
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d a r i n g the winter , where I m i g h t procure refreshments for >77«-
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m y people, and a fma l l fupply o f provifions. Pe t ropau- « 
lowfka , or the harbour o f St. Peter and St. Pau l , i n K a m t f ­
chatka , d id not appear l i k e l y to fu rn i fh either the one or the 
other, for fo large a n u m b e r o f m e n . I had, befides, o ther 
reafons for not r epa i r ing thi ther at this t ime. T h e firft, and 
o n w h i c h a l l the others depended, was the great dif l ike I had 
to l ie inactive for fix or feven m o n t h s ; w h i c h w o u l d have 
been the neceffary confequence o f w i n t e r i n g i n any o f thefe 
N o r t h e r n parts. N o place was fo convenient ly w i t h i n o u r 
reach, where we c o u l d expect to have our wants relieved, as> 

the Sandwich Iflands. T o them, therefore, I de termined to 
proceed. But before this cou ld be carr ied into execution, a 
fuppiy o f water was neceffary. W i t h this v i ew , I refolved 
to fearch the A m e r i c a n coaft for a harbour , by proceeding 
a long it to the Southward , and thus endeavour to connect* 
the f u r v e y o f this part o f it, w i t h that l y i n g immed ia t e ly to 
the N o r t h o f Cape N e w e n h a m . If I fai led in f ind ing a h a r ­
bour there, m y plan was then to proceed to Samganoodha, . 
w h i c h was fixed upon as our place o f rendezvous, i n cafe o f 
fe par at ion . 

C H A P . 



C H A P . X I . 

Difcoveries after leaving Norton Sound,—Stuart s If and. 
—Cape Stephens.—Point Shallow-Water.—Shoals on 
the American Coaf.—Clerke s If and.—Gores If and.— 
Pinnacle I fand.—Arrival at Oonalafka.-—Intercourfe 
with the Natives and Ruffian Traders.—Charts of the 
Ruffian Difcoveries^ communicated by Mr. Ifmyloff.— 
Their Errors pointed out.—Situation of the Ifands vift­
ed by the Ruffians.—Account of their Settlement at Oona­
lafka.—Of the Natives of the If and.—Their Perfons. 
—Drefs.—Orna?nents.—Food.—Houfes and domefic 
Utenfls.—Manufactures.—Manner of producing Fire. 
—CaJioes.—Fifing and Huntirg Impleme?its.—Fi/hesy 

and Sea Animals.—Sea and Water Fowls, and Land 
Birds.—Land Animals, and Vegetables.—Manner of 
burying the Dead.—Refemblance of the Natives on this 
Side of America to the Greenlanders and Efquimaux — 
Tides.—Obfervations for detennining the Longitude of 
Oonalafhka. 

Member T T A V I N G w e i g h e d , on the 17th i n the m o r n i n g , w i t h 

, > JL JL a l i g h t breeze at Eaft, we fleered to the Sou thward , 
and attempted to pafs w i t h i n Befborough Ifland j but, t h o u g h 
i t lies fix or feven mi le s f r o m the continent, were prevented, 
by mee t ing w i t h fhoal water. As we had but l i t t le w i n d a l l 

the 
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the day, i t was dark before we patted the i f l a n d : and the e # 
J r ' Septembc. 

n i g h t was ipent under an eafy fa i l . w— 
W e refumed our courfe, at day-break on the 18th, a l o n g Friday 18. 

the coafl. At noon, we had no more than five fathoms w a ­
ter. A t this t ime the lati tude was 630 37'. Befborough Ifland 
n o w bore N o r t h 42° Eaft; the Southernmof l land i n fight, 
w h i c h proved alfo to be an ifland, South 66° W e f l ; the paf­
fage between it and the m a i n , South 40° W e f l ; and the near­
eft land about two mi les diftant. I con t inued to fteer for this 
paffage, u n t i l the boats, w h i c h were ahead, made the f ignal 
for h a v i n g no more than three fathoms water. O n this w e 
hau led wi thou t the i f l and ; and made the f ignal for the R e -
folut ion 's boat to keep between the fhips and the fhore. 

T h i s if land, w h i c h obtained the name o f Stuarts' Ifland, 

lies i n the lat i tude o f 63° 35', and feventeen leagues f r o m 
Cape D e n b i g h , i n the d i rec t ion o f South if Weft . It is fix 
or feven leagues i n c i rcu i t . Some parts o f it are o f a 
m i d d l i n g h e i g h t ; but, i n general , it is l o w ; w i t h fome 
rocks l y i n g off the Weftcrn part. T h e coaft o f the cont inent 
is, for the moft part, l o w l and j but wc faw h i g h land u p 
the country . It forms a point, oppofitc the i f land, w h i c h 
was n a m e d Cape Stephens, and lies i n la t i tude 63*33', and i n 
longi tude 197* 41'. Some dr i f t -wood was feen upon the 
fhores, both of the if land and o f the con t inen t ; but not a 
tree was perceived g r o w i n g u p o n either. One m i g h t an­
chor, u p o n occafion, between the N o r t h Eaft fide o f this 
i l h n d and the continent , i n a depth of live fathoms, fhel-
tered f r o m Wefter ly , Souther ly , and E a l l e r l y w i n d s . But 
this ftation w o u l d be w h o l l y expofed to the N o r t h e r l y w i n d s , 
the land, i n that d i rec t ion, be ing at too great a diftance to 
afford any fecuri ty. Before wc reached Stuart 's I i land, w e 
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1 778- paffed two f m a l l iflands, l y i n g between us and the m a i n ; and 
September. r ft * 

— a s we ranged a long the coaft, feveral people appeared u p o n 
the fhore, and, by figns, feemed to invi te us to approach 
t h e m . 

A s foon as we were w i thou t the if land, we fleered South by 
Weft , for the Southernmofl point o f the cont inent i n fight, 
t i l l e ight o 'c lock i n the evening , w h e n , h a v i n g fhoaled the 
water f r o m fix fathoms to lefs than four , I tacked, and ftood 
to the N o r t h w a r d , into five fathoms, and then fpent the n i g h t 
l y i n g off and on . A t the t ime w e tacked, the Southernmof l 
point o f land , the fame w h i c h is ment ioned above, and was 
n a m e d Point Shallow-Water, bore South h a l f Eaft, feven leagues 
diflant. 

W e refumed ou r courfe to the Southward at day-break 
Saturday 19. next m o r n i n g ; but fhoal water ob l iged us to h a u l more to 

the Wef tward . A t l eng th , w e got fo far advanced u p o n the 
bank , that we cou ld not h o l d a N o r t h N o r t h W e f l courfe, 
mee t i ng fometimes w i t h o n l y four fa thoms. T h e w i n d 
b l o w i n g frefli at Eaft N o r t h Eaft, it was h i g h t ime to look 
for deep water, and to qu i t a coaft, u p o n w h i c h we c o u l d no 
longer navigate w i t h any degree of fafety. I therefore 
hau l ed the w i n d to the N o r t h w a r d , and g r a d u a l l y deepened 
the water to eight fathoms. A t the t ime we hauled the w i n d , 
we were at leaft twelve leagues f r o m the continent, and n ine 
to the Weftward o f Stuart's Ifland. N o l a n d was feen to the 
Sou thward of Point S h a l l o w - W a t e r , w h i c h I judge to l ie i n 
the latitude o f 63°. So that between this lat i tude, and Shoal 
Nefs, i n lat i tude 6o°, the coaft is ent irely unexplored . P r o ­
bab ly , it is acceflible o n l y to boats, or very f m a l l vefTels ; 
or, at leaft, i f there be channels for la rger veffels, it w o u l d 
require fome t ime to find t hem j and I a m o f op in ion , that 
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they m u f l be looked for near the coaft. F r o m the maf l head, „ 
• 1 • -i n September 

the fea w i t h i n us appeared to be chequered w i t h fhoals ; the < « — 
water was very m u c h difcoloured and m u d d y ; and confider­
ably frefher than at any o f the places where we had lately 
anchored. F r o m this I inferred, that a confiderable r iver 
runs in to the fea, i n this u n k n o w n part. 

As foon as we got into e ight fathoms water, I fleered to 
the Wef tward , and af terward more Souther ly , for the l a n d 
difcovered on the 5th, w h i c h , at noon the next day, bore Sunday 20. 

South Weft by Wef l , ten or eleven leagues diftant. A t this 
t ime, we had a frefl i gale at N o r t h , w i t h fhowers o f h a i l and 
fnow at intervals, and a pretty h i g h fea; fo that we got clear 
o f the fhoals but juft i n t ime. A s I n o w found that the 
l and before us lay too far to the Weftward to be Anderfon 's 
Ifland, I named it Clerke*s Ifland. It lies i n the latitude o f 
63° 15', and i n the longi tude o f 190° 30'. It feemed to be a 
pretty large if land, i n w h i c h are four or more h i l l s , a l l con­
nected by l o w g r o u n d ; fo that, at a diftance, it looks l i k e a 
g r o u p o f i l lands. Nea r its Eaft part lies a f m a l l i f land re­
markab le by h a v i n g u p o n it three elevated rocks . N o t o n l y 
the greater i i l and , but this fma l l fpot was inhabi ted . 

W e got u p to the N o r t h e r n point o f Gierke 's Ifland about 
fix o 'clock, and h a v i n g ranged a l o n g its coaft t i l l dark , 
brought to d u r i n g the n ight . A t day-break,next m o r n i n g , we Monday 21 

ftood i n aga in for the coaft, and cont inued to range a l o n g it, 
i n fearch o f a harbour , t i l l n o o n ; w h e n , feeing no l i k e l i ­
hood o f fucceeding, I left it, and fleered South South W e f l , 
for the land w h i c h we had difcovered on the 29th o f J u l y 5 
h a v i n g a frefh gale at N o r t h , w i t h fhowers o f fleet and 
fnow. I r emarked , that as foon as we opened the channe l 
w h i c h feparatcs the two continents, c loudy weather, w i t h 
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 I778. fnow mowers i m m e d i a t e l y commenced ; whereas, a l l the 
September, . * r 

> , — t i m e that we were i n N o r t o n Sound , we had , w i t h the 
fame w i n d , clear weather. M i g h t not this be occafioned by 
the mounta ins to the N o r t h or' that place at t ract ing the va ­
pours , and h i n d e r i n g them to proceed any farther ? 

W e d n e f , 23. day-break i n the m o r n i n g o f the 23d, the land above 
ment ioned appeared i n fight, bear ing South W e f l , fix or 
feven leagues diflant. F r o m this point o f v iew, it re femblcd 
a g roup of i f lands; but it proved to be but one, o f th i r ty 
mi l e s i n extent, i n the di rect ion o f N o r t h W e f l and Sou th 
E a f l ; the South Eaf l end b e i n g Cape U p r i g h t , a lready taken 
notice of. T h e ifland is but na r row j efpecial ly at the l o w 
necks o f l a n d that connect the h i l l s . I af terward found , 
that i t was w h o l l y u n k n o w n to the Ruffians ; and therefore 
confider ing it as a difcovery o f o u r o w n , I named it Gore's 
ifland. It appeared to be barren, and wi thout inhabi tants ; 
at leafl we faw none. N o r d id we fee f o m a n y birds about it , 
as w h e n we firfl difcovered i t . Bu t we faw fome fea-otters ; 
an a n i m a l w h i c h we had not met w i t h to the N o r t h o f this 
la t i tude. Four leagues f rom Cape U p r i g h t , i n the d i rec t ion 
o f South, 7 2 0 Weft, lies a fmal l i f land, whofe elevated f u m ­
m i t terminates i n fevcral p innacle rocks . O n this account 
i t was named 'Pinnacle Ifland. A t two i n the afternoon, after 
pa f l ing Cape U p r i g h t , I fleered South Eaft by South , for 
Samganoodha , w i t h a gentle breeze at N o r t h N o r t h Weft, 
b e i n g refolved to fpend no more t ime i n fearching for a har ­
bou r amongft iflands, w h i c h I n o w began to fufpect had no 
cxiftence j at leaft, not i n the latitude and longi tude where 
mode rn map-makers have thought proper to place them. 

T h u r f d a y 2 4 . In the even ing o f the 24th, the w i n d veered to South Weft 
and South, and increafed to a frefh gale . 



W e cont inued to flretch to the Eaf tward, t i l l e ight o ' c lock „ ! 7 7 * : 

September. 
i n the m o r n i n g o f the 25th, w h e n , i n the latitude o f 58 0 32' 
and i n the longi tude o f 191° i o ' , w c tacked and flood to the 
W e f t ; and foon after, the gale increafing, we were reduced 
to two courfes, and clofe-reefed m a i n top-fails. Not l o n g 
after, the Refo lu t ion fp rung a leak, under the flarboard 
but tock, w h i c h f i l led the fpir i t - room w i t h water, before it 
was d i fcovered; and it was fo confiderable as to keep one 
p u m p conflant ly employed . W e durft not put the fh ip 
u p o n the other tack, for fear o f ge t t ing u p o n the fhoals 
that l ie to the N o r t h W e f l o f Cape N e w e n h a m ; but con t i ­
n u e d Hand ing to the W e f l , t i l l fix i n the even ing o f the 2 6 t h , Saturday 2 6„ 

w h e n we wore and flood to the Eaf lward ; and then the l eak 
no longer t roubled us. T h i s proved, that it was above the 
water l ine ; w h i c h was no f m a l l fatisfaction. T h e gale was 
n o w o v e r ; bu t the w i n d remained at South and South W e f l 
for fome days longer . 

A t l eng th , on the 2 d o f October, at day-break, we faw o a o b e r . 

the if land o f Oonala fhka , bea r ing South Eaf l . Bu t as this n a y z ' 
was to us a n e w point o f v i ew , and the l and was obfeured 
b y a th i ck haze, we were not fure o f our fituation t i l l noon , 
w h e n the obferved lat i tude determined i t . As a l l harbours 
were a l ike to me , provided they were equal ly fafe and con­
venient , I hauled in to a bay, that lies ten mi l e s to the W e l l -
w a r d o f Samganoodha, k n o w n by the name o f EgoochJJjnc-^ 
but we found very deep water ; fo that we were g l ad to get 
out aga in . T h e natives, m a n y of w h o m l ived here, vifited 
us at different t imes, b r i n g i n g w i t h them dried fa lmon, a n d 
other fifh, w h i c h they exchanged w i t h the fcamen for to­
bacco. But a f ew days before, every ounce of tobacco that 
was i n the fhip had been dif lr ibuted a m o n g them ; and the 
quant i ty was not h a l f fufficient to anfwer their demands. 

No twi th f t and ing 



Notwi thf tand ing this , fo improv iden t a creature is an E n g ­
l i fh failor, that they were as profufe i n m a k i n g their bar ­
gains , as i f w c had n o w arr ived at a port i n V i r g i n i a ; b y 
w h i c h means, i n lefs than eight and forty hours , the value 
o f this art icle o f barter was lowered above a thoufand 
per cent. 

A t one o 'clock i n the afternoon o f the 3d, we anchored 
i n Samganoodha H a r b o u r ; and the next m o r n i n g , the car­
penters o f bo th fliips were fet to w o r k to r i p off the f l ieath-
i n g o f and under the wale , on the flarboard fide abaft. 
M a n y o f the feams were found qui te open ; fo that it was 
no wonder that fo m u c h water had found its way into the 
fhip . W h i l e w c lay here, w e cleared the fifh and fpiri t 

rooms, and the after-hold ; difpofing things i n fuch a m a n ­
ner, that i n cafe w e fhould happen to have any more leaks 
o f the fame nature, the water m i g h t find its way to the 
p u m p s . A n d befides this w o r k , and comple t ing our water, 
w c cleared the fore-hold to the very bot tom, and took i n a 
quant i ty o f ballaft. 

T h e vegetables w h i c h wc had met w i t h , w h e n we were 
here before, were n o w mof l ly in a ftate o f decay ; fo that 
w e were but li t t le benefited by the great quanti t ies o f ber­
ries every where found afhore. In order to avai l ourfelves 
as m u c h as poflible o f this u fe fu l refreshment, one th i rd 
o f the people, by turns, had leave to go and p i c k them. 
Confiderable quantit ies o f t hem were alfo procured f r o m the 
natives. I f there were any feeds of the fcurvy, i n ei ther 
fhip, thefe berries, and the ufe o f fpruce beer, w h i c h 
they had to d r i n k every other day, effectually eradicated 
the in . 



W e alfo got p lenty o f fifh j at firfl, moftly fa lmon, bo th 
frefli and dried, w h i c h the natives b rough t us. Some o f 1 » ' 
the frefli f a lmon was i n h i g h perfection j but there was one 
fort, w h i c h we cal led hook-nofed , f rom the figure o f its 
head, that was but indifferent. W e d rew the feine feveral 
t imes, at the head o f the b a y ; and caught a good m a n y 
f a lmon trout, and once a ha l ibu t that w e i g h e d two hundred 
and fifty-four pounds. T h e fifhcry f a i l i n g , we had recourfe 
to hooks and l ines . A boat was fent out every m o r n i n g ; 
and fe ldom returned w i t h o u t e ight or ten h a l i b u t ; w h i c h 
was more than fufficient to fcrve a l l our people. T h e h a ­
l i b u t were excellent, and there were few w h o d id not prefer 
t hem to fa lmon. T h u s we not o n l y procured a fupply o f fifh 
for prefent confumpt ion , but had fome to carry w i t h us to fea. 
T h i s enabled us to m a k e a confiderable f av ing o f ou r p ro ­
vifions, w h i c h was an object: o f no fma l l importance . 

O n the 8th, I received by the hands o f an Oonala fhka Thuria*] r, 
m a n , named Der ramoufhk , a very a n g u l a r prefent, c o n -
f ider ing the place. It was a rye loaf, or rather a pye made 
i n the f o r m o f a loaf, for it inclofed fome fa lmon, h i g h l y 
feafoned w i t h pepper. T h i s m a n had the l i k e prefent for 
Cap ta in C le rke , and a note for each o f us, wr i t ten i n a cha­
racter w h i c h none o f us c o u l d read. It was na tura l to fup­
pofe, that this prefent was f r o m fome Ruffians n o w i n o u r 
ne ighbourhood and therefore we fent, by the fame hand , 
to thefe our u n k n o w n friends, a few bottles o f r u m , winc> 
and por te r ; w h i c h w e thought w o u l d be as acceptable as 
any t h i n g we had befides; and we foon k n e w , that i n this 
we had not been mif taken. I alfo fent a long w i t h D e r r a -
m o u f l i k , Corpora l L e d i a r d o f the marines , an inte l l igent 
m a n , i n order to g a i n fome farther in format ion , w i t h or ­
ders., that i f he met w i t h any Ruffians, he fhould endeavour 

to 



•773. to make them underf land, that we were E n g l i f h , the friends 
October. 
— * — * and allies o f the i r nat ion. 

Saturday 10, O n the l o t h , L e d i a r d re turned w i t h three Ruff ian feamen, 
or f u r r i e r s ; w h o , w i t h fome others, refided at Egoochfhac, 
where they had a dwe l l i ng -houfe , fome ftore-houfes, and a 
floop o f about th i r ty tons bur then . One ' o f thefe m e n was 
ei ther M a i l e r or Mate o f this veffe l ; another o f them wrote 
a very good hand , and underftood figures ; and they were 
a l l three w e l l behaved in te l l igen t m e n , and very ready to 
g ive me a l l the in fo rma t ion I c o u l d defire. Bu t for want o f 
an interpreter, we had fome difficulty to underf land each 
other. T h e y appeared to have a t ho rough k n o w l e d g e o f 
the attempts that h a d been made by their c o u n t r y m e n to 
navigate the F r o z e n Ocean, and o f the difcoveries w h i c h 
had been made f r o m Kamt fcha tka , by Beer ing , Tfchcr ikofF, 
and Spangenberg. But they feemed to k n o w no more o f 
Lieutenant Syndo*, or Synd , than his name. N o r had they 
the leaft idea wha t part o f the w o r l d M r . Staehlin's map re­
ferred to, w h e n it was l a i d before t hem. W h e n I pointed 
out K a m t f c h a t k a , and fome other k n o w n places, u p o n that 
m a p , they afked, whe the r I had feen the iflands there l a i d 
d o w n ; and on m y an fwer ing i n the negative, one o f t h e m 
put his finger upon a part o f this map, where a n u m b e r o f 
iflands are reprefented, and faid, that he had cruifed there 
for land , but never cou ld find any. I then la id before t h e m 
m y o w n char t ; and found that they were ftrangers to every 
part o f the A m e r i c a n coaft, except wha t lies oppofite this 
i f land. One o f thefe m e n faid, that he had been w i t h Beer­
i n g , i n his A m e r i c a n voyage ; but muft then have been very 

* See the little that is known of Synd's voyage, accompanied with a chart, in M r . 

Coxe's Ruffian Difcoveries, p. 300. 
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y o u n g , for he had not now, at the diftance o f th i r ty-feven »7?8-
J a October, 
yca'rs, the appearance o f be ing aged. Neve r was there v * » 

greater refpect: paid to the m e m o r y o f any dif t inguifhed 
perfon, than by thefe m e n to that o f Bee r ing . T h e trade 
i n w h i c h they are engaged is very benef ic ia l ; and its be ing 
unde r t aken and extended to the Eaftward o f Kamt fcha tka , 
was the immedia te confequence o f the fecond voyage o f that 
able navigator , whofe misfor tunes proved to be the fource 
o f m u c h private advantage to i nd iv idua l s , and o f pub l i c 
u t i l i t y to the Ruff ian na t ion . A n d yet, i f his diflreffes had 
not accidental ly carr ied h i m to die i n the i i l and w h i c h bears 
his name, and f rom whence the miferable remnant o f h i s 
fhip 's crew brought back fui l ic ient fpecimens o f its v a l u ­
able furs, p robably the Ruf l ians never w o u l d have under­
taken any future voyages, w h i c h cou ld lead t h e m to m a k e 
difcoveries i n this fea, toward the coafl o f A m e r i c a . Indeed, 
after his t ime, government feems to have pa id lefs at ten­
t ion to this ; and we owe what difcoveries have been fince 
made, p r i n c i p a l l y to the enterpr i f ing fpirit o f private traders, 
encouraged, however , by the fuper in tending care o f the 
Court o f Peterfburg. T h e three Rufl ians h a v i n g remained 
w i t h me a l l n ight , vifited Capta in C le rke next m o r n i n g ; and Sunday n 
then left us, very w e l l fatisfied w i t h the reception they had 
met w i t h ; p romi fmg to re turn i n a f ew days, and to 
b r i n g w i t h t hem a chart o f the i l lands l y i n g between O o n a -
lafhka and Kamt fcha tka . 

O n the 14th, i n the even ing , w h i l e M r . W e b b e r and I W e d n e r . 
were at a v i l l age at a f m a l l diflance f rom Samganoodha, a 
Ruff ian landed there, w h o , I found , was the p r i nc ipa l perfon 
amongf l his c o u n t r y m e n i n this and the n e i g h b o u r i n g 
iflands. H i s name was E r a f i m Gregor io f f S in Ifmyloff. H e 
ar r ived i n a canoe c a r r y i n g three perfons, attended by 
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Thurfllay 15. 

oa 7b twenty or th i r ty other canoes, each conducted by one m a n 
I took notice, that the firfl t h i n g they d id , after l a n d i n g , was 
to m a k e a fma l l tent for Ifmyloff, o f materials w h i c h they 
b rough t w i t h them ; and then they made others for t h e m ­
felvcs, o f their canoes and paddles, w h i c h they covered 
w i t h grafs ; fo that the people o f the v i l l age were at no 
t rouble to find t h e m l o d g i n g . I fmylof f h a v i n g inv i t ed us 
into his tent, fet before us fome dr ied fa lmon and be r r i e s ; 
w h i c h , I was fatisfied, was the beft cheer he had . H e ap­
peared to be a fcnfible in te l l igent m a n ; and I felt no f m a l i 
mort i f icat ion i n not b e i n g able to converfc w i t h h i m , unlefs 
b y figns, aflifled by figures, and other characters; w h i c h 
however were a very great he lp . I defircd to fee h i m on 
board the next d a y ; and accord ing ly he came, w i t h a l l h is 
attendants. Indeed, he had moved into ou r ne ighbourhood , 
for the exprefs purpofe o f w a i t i n g u p o n us. 

I was i n hopes to have had by h i m , the chart w h i c h h is 
three c o u n t r y m e n had p r o m i f e d ; but I was difappointed. 
However , he a l lu red me I fhould have i t ; and he kept his 
w o r d . I f ound that he was very w e l l acquainted w i t h the 
geography o f thefe parts, and w i t h a l l the difcoveries that 
had been made i n them by the Ruf l ians . O n feeing the 
m o d e r n maps, he at once pointed out their errors. H e told 
me , he had accompanied Lieutenant Syndo, or Synd as he 
cal led h i m , i n his expedi t ion to the N o r t h ; and, accord ing 
to his account, they d id not proceed farther than the 
T f c h u k o t f k o i Nos , or rather than the bay o f St. L a u r e n c e ; 
for he pointed on ou r chart to the very place where I landed. 
F r o m thence, he faid, they went to an ifland i n lat i tude 630, 

upon w h i c h they did. not land, nor cou ld he te l l me its 
name. But I fhould guefs it to be the fame to w h i c h I gave 
*he name o f Clerke ' s Ifland. T o what place Synd went 

* after. 
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after that, or i n wha t manner he fpent the two years, d u r i n g Q

J ^ V 

w h i c h , as I fmyloff faid, his refearchcs la i l ed , he ci ther < *~—> 

could not or w o u l d not i n f o r m us. Perhaps he d id not c o m . 

prehend our inqu i r i es about t h i s ; and yet, i n a lmof l every 

other t h ing , we cou ld m a k e h i m underf land us. T h i s cre­

ated a fufpicion, that he had not rea l ly been i n that expedi­

t ion , no twi th f l and ing his affertion. 

Both I fmylof f and the others affirmed, that they k n e w no­
t h i n g o f the continent o f A m e r i c a to the N o r t h w a r d ; and 
that neither Lieu tenant Synd , nor any other Ruff ian, had 
ever feen it of late. T h e y ca l l it by the fame name w h i c h 
M r . Stcchlin gives to his great i f l a n d ; that is A l a f c h k a . 
Stachtan Ni tada , as it is ca l led i n the mode rn maps, is a 
name quite u n k n o w n to thefe people, natives o f the iflands 
as w e l l as Ruffians ; but bo th o f t hem k n o w it by the name 
o f A m e r i c a . F r o m wha t w e cou ld gather f r o m Ifmyloff 
and his coun t rymen , the Ruf l ians have made feveral at­
tempts to get a foo t ing upon that part o f this continent , that 
l ies cont iguous to Oona la fhka and the ad jo in ing iflands, but 
have a lways been repulfcd by the na t ives ; w h o m they de­
scribe as a very treacherous people. T h e y ment ioned two 
or three Captains, or C h i e f men , w h o had been murdered 
by them ; and fome o f the Ruffians fhewed us w o u n d s 
w h i c h , they faid, they had received there. 

Some other in fo rma t ion , w h i c h w c got f r o m Ifmyloff, is 
w o r t h record ing , whe ther true or falfe. H e told us, that i n 
the year 1773, an expedit ion had been made into the F r o z e n 
Sea i n fledges, over the ice, to three large iflands that l i e 
oppofite the m o u t h of the r iver K o v y m a . W c were i n fome 
doubt, whether he d id not mean the fame expedi t ion o f 
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3b" w h i c h M u l l e r gives an account*; and yet he wrote d o w n 
* ' the year, and m a r k e d the iflands on the chart . Bu t a voyage 

w h i c h he h i m f e l f had performed, engaged ou r attention 
more than any other. H e faid, that on the 12th o f M a y 
1771, he failed f r o m Bol fchcre tzk , i n a Ruff ian veffel, to 
one o f the K u r i l Iflands, named M a r e e k a n , i n the lat i tude 
o f 470, where there is a harbour , and a Ruffian fettlcmcnt-
F r o m this if land, he proceeded to Japan, where he feems 
to have made but a fhort flayy For w h e n the Japanefe came 
to k n o w that he and his companions were chrif l ians , they 
made figns for t h e m to be g o n e ; but d id not, fo far a s w c 
c o u l d underf land h i m , offer any inful t or force. F r o m 
Japan, he got to C a n t o n j and f r o m thence to F rance , i n a 

F rench fhip. F r o m France, he t ravel led to P e t e r i b u r g ; 
and was afterward fent out a g a i n to Kamt fcha tka . W h a t 
became o f the veffel i n w h i c h he f i r l l embarked , we cou ld 
not learn ; nor what was the p r i nc ipa l object o f the voyage. 
H i s not b e i n g able to fpeak one w o r d o f French , made this 
flory a l i t t le fufpicious. H e d id not even k n o w the name 
o f any one o f the mofl c o m m o n things that m u f l have 
been in ufe every day, w h i l e he was on board the fhip, and 
i n France. A n d yet he feemed clear as to the t imes of his 
a r r i v i n g at the different places, and of his l eav ing them, 
w h i c h he put d o w n i n w r i t i n g , 

* The lateft expedition of this kind,, taken notice of by Muller, was in 1.72{. 
But in juftice to M r . Ifmyloff, it may be proper to mention, which is done on the 
authority of a M S . communicated by M r . Pennant, and the fubftance of which has 
been publifhed by M r . Coxe, that, fo late as 1768, the Governor of Siberia fent 
three young officers over the ice, in fledges, to the iflands oppofite the mouth of the 
Kovyma. There feems no reafon for not (iippofing, that a fubiequent expedition of 
this fort mi^ht alfo be undertaken in 1773- M r . Coxe, p. 374. places the expedition 
on fledges in 1764 ; but M r . Pennant's M S . may be depended upon. 
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T h e next m o r n i n g , he w o u l d fa in have made me a pre- \77,8-
° * October. 

fent o f a fea-otter f k i n , w h i c h , he faid, was w o r t h e ighty —a ', 
roubles at K a m t f c h a t k a . Howeve r , I thought proper to dc- " a y 

cl ine i t ; but I accepted of fome dr ied fifh, and feveral baf-
kets of the l i l y , or faranne root, w h i c h is defcribed at large 
i n the H i f l o r y o f K a m t f c h a t k a *. In the afternoon, M r . If­
myloff , after d i n i n g w i t h Captain C le rke , left us w i t h a l l 
his retinue, p romi f ing to re turn i n a f ew days. A c c o r d i n g ­
l y , on the 19th, he made us another vifit, and brought w i t h Monday ir> 

h i m the charts before ment ioned , w h i c h he a l lowed me to 
c o p y ; and the contents o f w h i c h furn i fh matter for the f o l ­
l o w i n g obfervations. 

The re were two o f them, both manufcr ip ts , and bea r ing 
every m a r k o f authent ic i ty . T h e firft, comprehended the 
Penfiinfkian Sea ; the coafl o f Tar ta ry , as l o w as the la t i tude 
of 4 1 ° ; the K u r i l Iflands; and the peninfu la o f Kamt fcha tka . 
Since this m a p had been made, Wawfcelee Irkeechoff, 
Capta in of the fleet, explored, i n 1758, the coafl o f Tartary^ 
f r o m Okotfk, and the r iver A m u r , to Japan, or 4 1 8 o f l a t i ­
tude. M r . I fmyloff alfo in fo rmed us, that great part o f the 
fea-coaft of the peninfula o f Kamt fcha tka had been cor­
rected by h i m f e l f ; and defcribed the inf l rument he made-
ufe of, w h i c h m u l l have been a theodolite. H e alfo i n f o r m ­
ed us, that there were o n l y two harbours fit for f h i p p i n g , 
on a l l the Eaft coalt o f Kamt fcha tka , viz. the bay o f Aivatfiay 

and the r iver Olutcra, i n the bot tom o f the G u l f o f the fame 
n a m e ; that there was not a f ingle ha rbour upon its W e f l 
coafl ; and that Vcmjk was the on ly one on a l l the Wefl fide 
of the Penfchinfkian Sea, except Okotfk, t i l l w c come to 
the r iver A m u r . T h e K u r i l e Iflands afford on ly one ha r -

* Knglifh Translation, p. 8 3 , 84. 1 
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h o u r ; and that is on the N o r t h Eaft fide o f M a r c e k a n , i n the 
latitude o f 4 7 4 0 ; where , as I have before obferved, the Poif-
fians have a fcttlement. 

T h e fecond chart was, to me , the moft in te re f t ing ; for 
it comprehended a l l the difcoveries made by the Ruf l ians to 
the Eaft wa rd o f K a m t f c h a t k a , toward A m e r i c a ; w h i c h , i f 
w e exclude the voyage of Bee r ing and TfcherikofF, w i l l 
amount to l i t t le or no th ing . T h e part o f the A m e r i c a n 
coaft, w i t h w h i c h the latter fe l l i n , is m a r k e d i n this chart, 
between the lat i tude o f 58 0 and 581°, and 75° o f longi tude 
f r o m Okotfk, or a i B i " f r o m G r e e n w i c h ; and the place 
where the former anchored i n 591° o f la t i tude, and 6 3 ^ 0 

o f long i tude f r o m Okotfk , or 207 0 f r o m G r e e n w i c h . T o 

fay n o t h i n g o f the longi tude , w h i c h m a y be erroneous f r o m 
m a n y caufes, the lat i tude o f the coafl, difcovered by thefe 
two navigators, efpccial ly the part o f it difcovered by 
TfcherikofF, differs confiderably f r o m the account publ i fhed 
by M r . M u l l e r , and his chart. Indeed, whe the r M u l l e r ' s 
chart, or this n o w produced by M r . Ifmyloff, be mof l er­
roneous i n this rcfpccl , it m a y be hard to determine ; t h o u g h 
it is not n o w a point w o r t h d i feu f l ing , But the iflands that 
l ie difperfed between 520 and 5 5 0 o f lati tude, i n the fpace 
between Kamt fcha tka and A m e r i c a , deferve fome notice. 
A c c o r d i n g to M r . I fmyloff ' s account, nei ther the n u m b e r nor 
ihc fituation o f thefe iflands is w e l l afecrtained. H e ftruck 
out about one th i rd of t hem, a l l u r i n g me they had no exift-
ence ; and he altered the fituation o f others conf ide rab ly ; 
w h i c h , he faid, was neceffary, f r o m his o w n obfervations. 
A n d there was no reafon to doubt about this. As thefe 
iflands lie a l l near ly under the fame para l le l , different n a v i ­
gators, be ing m i l l e d by their different reckonings , m i g h t 
eafily miftakc one i i l and , or g roup o f iflands, for another ; 

and 



and fancy they had made a n e w difcovery, w h e n they had 0 ^ 7

b

8

e ; 
on ly found o ld ones i n a different pol i t ion f rom that af l igned <—-* 1 

to them by their fo rmer vifiters. 

T h e iflands o f St. M a c a r i u s , St. Stephen, St. Theodore, St. 
A b r a h a m , Seduct ion I i land, and fome others, w h i c h arc to 
be found i n M r , M u l l e r ' s chart, had no place i n this n o w 
produced to us ; nay, both M r . Ifmyloff, and the others af-
fured me , that they had been feveral t imes fought for i n 
va in . A n d yet it is difficult to believe, h o w M r . M u l l e r , • 
f r o m w h o m fubfequcnt map-makers have adopted them, 
cou ld place them i n his chart w i thou t fome authori ty . R e ­
l y i n g , however, o n the teft imony of thefe people, w h o m 
I thought competent witneffes, I have left t hem out o f m y 
c h a r t ; and made fuch corrections amongft the other iflands 
as I was told was neceffary. I f ound there was w a n t i n g 
another correction ; for the difference of longi tude , between 
the Bay o f A w a t f k a , and the harbour of Samganoodha , 
accord ing to af t ronomical obfervations, made at thefe two 
places, is greater by five degrees and a half , than it is by 
the chart. T h i s error I have fuppofed to be infufed th rough­
out the who le , t hough it m a y not be fo i n real i ty . T h e r e 
was alfo an error i n the lat i tude o f fome p laces ; but this 
h a r d l y exceeded a quar ter o f a degree. 

I m a i l n o w give fome account o f the iflands ; b e g i n n i n g 
w i t h thofe that l ie neareft to Kamt fcha tka , and r e c k o n i n g 
the longi tude f r o m the harbour o f Petropaulowfka, i n the 
Bay of Awat fka . T h e firfl is Beeringys Ifland, i n 55* o f l a ­
t i tude, and 6° o f long i tude . T e n leagues f r o m the South 
end o f this, i n the d i rec t ion o f Eaf l by South, or Eafl South 
Eaf l , l ies Maidenoi Ojlroff, or the Copper Ifland. The next 
ifland is Atakou, l a i d d o w n i n 52* 45' o f la t i tude, and i n 



150 or i 6 J o f longi tude. T h i s i i land is about eighteen leagues 
i n extent, i n the di rect ion o f Eaft and Wef t ; and feems to 
be the fame l and w h i c h Bee r ing fe l l i n w i t h , and named 
Mount St. John. But there are no iflands about it, except two 
inconfidcrablc ones, l y i n g three or four leagues f r o m the 
Eafl end, i n the direct ion o f Eaft N o r t h Eaft. 

W c next come to a group, conf id ing o f fix or more iflands; 
two o f w h i c h , Atghka and Amluk are tolerably l a rge ; and 
i n each o f them is a good harbour . T h e midd le o f this 
g r o u p lies i n the lat i tude o f 52*30 ' , and 28* o f long i tude 
f r o m A w a t f k a ; and its extent, Eaf l and W e d , is four de­
grees. Thefe are the ifles that M r . I fmyloff faid were to 
be removed four degrees t o the E a f t , w h i c h is here done. 
A n d i n the fi tuation they have i n m y chart, was a g roup , 
conf id ing o f ten fma l l iflands, w h i c h , I was told, were 
w h o l l y to be f l ruck out ; and alfo two iflands l y i n g between 
t h e m and the g roup to w h i c h Oonalafhka belongs. In 
the place of thefe two, an ifland cal led A m o g h t a ( w h i c h i n 
the chart was fituatcd i n the lat i tude o f 51 0 45', and 4 0 of 
longi tude to the Wefl) was brought . 

N o t h i n g more need be faid to fhew h o w erroneous the 
f i tuation o f m a n y o f thefe iflands m a y be ; and for w h i c h 
I a m i n nowifc accountable. But the pofition o f the largefl 
g roup , o f w h i c h Oonala fhka is one of the p r inc ipa l iflands, 
and the o n l y one i n w h i c h there is a harbour, is not l iable 
to any fuch errors. M o d o f thefe iflands were feen by us ; 
and confequcnt ly their lati tude and longi tude were pretty 
exactly determined ; par t i cu la r ly the ha rbour o f Samga-
noodha i n Oonalafhka , w h i c h muft be looked u p o n as a 
fixed point. T h i s g roup of iflands may he faid to extend 
as far at H a l i b u t Ifles, w h i c h are forty leagues f r o m O o n a ­
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l a fhka toward the Eaft Nor th Eaft. W i t h i n thefe ifles. a 
. O f t o b s r . 

paffage was m a r k e d i n IfmylofFs chart, c o m m u n i c a t i n g w i t h < „—.» 
Brif tol B a y ; w h i c h converts about fifteen leagues o f the 
coafl, that I had fuppofed to be long to the continent, 
into an i f land, dif t inguifhed by the name o f OonecmaL T h i s 
paffage m i g h t eafily efcape us, as we were i n f o r m e d that it 
is very nar row, fhal low, and o n l y to be navigated t h rough 
w i t h boats, or very f m a l l veffels. 

It appeared by the chart, as w e l l as b y the teftimony of 
I fmylo f f and the other Ruf l ians , that this is as far as their 
coun t rymen have made any difcoveries, or have extended 
themfelves, i ince Beering's t ime. T h e y a l l faid, that no 
Ruffians had fettled themfelves fo far to the Eaft as the place 
where the natives gave the note to Captain C l e r k e ; w h i c h 
M r . Ifmyloff, to w h o m I del ivered it, on p e r i l l i n g it, faid, had 
been wr i t t en at O o m a n a k . It was, however , f r o m h i m that 
w c got the name o f Kodiak *, the largeft o f S c h u m a g i n ' s 
Iflands ; for it had no name upon the chart produced by h i m . 
T h e names o f a l l the other iflands were taken f rom it, and 
we wrote t hem d o w n as pronounced by h i m . He faid, they 
were a l l fuch as the natives themfelvcs cal led their i l lands 
b y ; but, i f fo, fome o f the names feem to have been 
f l rangely altered. It is w o r t h obferv ing , that no names were 
put to the iflands w h i c h I fmyloff told us were to be f l ruck 
out o f the cha r t ; and I confidered this as fome conf i rmat ion 
that they have not exiftence. 

I have already obferved, that the Amer i can continent is 
here cal led, by the Ruf l ians , as w e l l as by the i l landers, 
A l a f c h k a ; w h i c h name, though it properly be long on ly to 

* A Ruffian (hip had been at K o d i a c k , in 17765 as appears from a M S . obligingly 
communicated by M r . Pennant, 
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oaober t * i e c o u n t l T ad jo in ing to Oonemak , is ufed by them w h e n 
\—„~—» fpeaking of the A m e r i c a n continent i n general , w h i c h they 

k n o w perfectly w e l l to be a great l and . 

T h i s is a l l the i n fo rma t ion I got f rom thefe people, relat­
i n g to the geography o f this part o f the w o r l d ; and I have 
reafon to believe that this was a l l the in fo rmat ion they were 
able to g ive . For they affured me, over and over aga in , 
that they k n e w of no other iflands, befides thofe w h i c h 
were l a i d d o w n upon this cha r t ; and that no Ruff ian had 
ever feen any part o f the continent o f A m e r i c a to the N o r t h ­
w a r d , except that w h i c h lies oppofue the count ry o f the 
Tfchu t fk i s . 

I f M r . Stsehlin was not grofs ly impofed u p o n , wha t c o u l d 
i nduce h i m to pub l i fh a map , fo A n g u l a r l y e r roneous ; and 
i n w h i c h m a n y o f thefe iflands are j u m b l e d together i n re­
g u l a r confufion, w i thou t the leaf! regard to t ruth? A n d yet, 
he is pleafed to ca l l it a very accurate little map Indeed, i t 
is a map to w h i c h the mof l i l l i terate o f h i s i l l i terate fea-
f a r i n g c o u n t r y m e n w o u l d have been afhamcd to fet his 
name. 

Wcdncf 21 Ifrnyloff r emained w i t h us t i l l the 2 i f f , i n the even­
i n g , w h e n he took his f inal leave. T o his care I in t ruded a 
letter to the Lords C o m m i f l i o n c r s o f the A d m i r a l t y * in w h i c h 
was inclofed a chart o f a l l the N o r t h e r n coafls I had vifited. 
H e faid there w o u l d be an oppor tun i ty o f fending it to 
K-mit fchatka, or Okotfk , the en fu ing f p r i n g ; and that it 
w o u l d he at Petersburg the f o l l o w i n g win te r . H e gave me 
a letter to Major B e h m , Gove rno r o f K a m t f c h a t k a , w h o re-
fides at Bolfcheretfk j and another to the c o m m a n d i n g O f -

* Stxhlin's New Northern Archipelago, p. 15 . 
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T H E P A C I F I C O C E A N . 5 

ficer at Petropaulowfka. M r . I fmyloff feemed to have a b i l i - , !77&-
O c t o b e r 

ties that m i g h t entitle h i m to a h i g h e r ftation i n l ire, than \ 
that i n w h i c h we found h i m . H e was tolerably w e l l verfed 
i n aftronomy, and i n the moft ufefu l branches o f the mathe­
mat ics . I made h i m a prefent o f an Hadley ' s octant; and 
though , probably , it was the firft he had ever feen, he made 
h i m f e l f acquainted, i n a very fhort t ime, w i t h moft o f the 
ufes to w h i c h that in f l rument can be appl ied. 

In the m o r n i n g o f the 2 2 d , we made an attempt to get to Thurfday 

fea, w i t h the w i n d at South Eaft, w h i c h mifcar r ied . T h e 
f o l l o w i n g afternoon, we were vifited by one Jacob Ivanovi tch Friday 33 

SopofnicofF, a Ruff ian , w h o c o m m a n d e d a boat, or f m a l l 
veffel, at Oomanak . T h i s m a n had a great fhare o f m o -
def ly ; and w o u l d d r i n k no f l rong l iquor , o f w h i c h the refl 
o f his coun t rymen , w h o m we had met w i t h here, were i m ­
moderately fond. H e feemed to k n o w more accurately w h a t 
fupplies cou ld be got at the ha rbour o f Pet ropaulowfka, and 
the price o f the different articles, than M r . Ifmyloff. But , b y 
a l l accounts, every t h i n g we fhould want at that place was 
very fcarce, and bore a h i g h price. F l o u r , for inftance, was 
f rom three to five roubles the p o o d * ; and deer, f r o m three 
to five roubles each. T h i s m a n told us that he was to be at 
Pe t ropaulowfka i n M a y nex t ; and, as I underftood, was to 
have the charge o f m y letter. H e feemed to be exceed­
i n g l y defirous of h a v i n g fome token f r o m me to carry to 
Major B e h m ; and, to grat i fy h i m , I fent a fma l l f p y i n g -
glafs. 

Af ter we became acquainted w i t h thefe Ruffians, fome o f 
our gen t lemen , at different t imes, vifited their fettlement o n 

* 361b. 
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the i i l a n d ; where they a lways met w i t h a hearty welcome. 
T h i s fettlement confifted o f a d w e l l i n g - h o u f c , and two ftore-
houfes. A n d , befides the Ruffians, there was a n u m b e r o f 
the Kamtfchadales , and o f the natives, as fervants, or flaves» 
to the former. Some others o f the natives, w h o feemed i n ­
dependent o f the Ruf l ians , l i ved at the fame place. Such o f 
them as belonged to the Ruffians were a l l m a l e s ; and they 
are taken, or, perhaps, purchafed f r o m the i r parents w h e n 
y o u n g . The re was, at this t ime, about twenty o f thefe, 
w h o c o u l d be looked u p o n i n no other l i gh t than as ch i ld r en . 
T h e y a l l l ive i n the fame houfe ; the Ruf l ians at the upper 
end, the Kamtfchadales i n the m i d d l e ; and the natives at 
the lower end ; where is fixed u. large boi ler for p repar ing 
their food, w h i c h confifts chiefly o f what the fea produces, 
w i t h the addi t ion o f w i l d roots and berries. The re is l i t t le 
difference between the firfl and laft table, befides what is 
produced by cookery , i n w h i c h the Ruf l ians have the art to 
m a k e indifferent th ings palatable. I have cat whale 's flefh 
o f their dreffing, w h i c h I thought very good ; and they 
made a k i n d o f p a n - p u d d i n g o f f a lmon roe, beaten u p fine, 
and fr ied, that is no bad fuccedaneum for bread. T h e y m a y , 
n o w and then, tafle real bread, or have a d i fh i n w h i c h 
f lour is an ing red ien t ; but this can o n l y be an occafional 
l u x u r y . I f we except the ju ice o f berries, w h i c h they 
f>p at their meals , they have no other l i q u o r befides pure 
water ; and it feems to be very happy for them that they have 
n o t h i n g flronger. 

A s the ifland fupplics them w i t h food, fo it does, i n a great 
meafure, w i t h c l o t h i n g . T h i s confifts chiefly o f i k i n s , and 
is, perhaps, the befl they cou ld have. T h e upper ga rment 
is made l i k e o u r waggoner ' s f rock, and reaches as l o w as 
tl\e knee . Befides this, they wear a waiflcoat or two, a pair 
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o f breeches; a fur cap ; and a pair o f boots, the foles and 
upper leathers o f w h i c h are o f Ruffian leather ; but the legs 
are made o f fome k i n d o f f l rong gut. T h e i r two Chiefs , 
I fmylof f and Ivanovi tch , wore each a calico f r o c k ; and 
they, as w e l l as fome others, had fhirts, w h i c h were of f i lk . 
Thefe , perhaps, were the on ly part o f their drefs not made 
amongf l themfelves. 

The re arc Ruffians fettled, u p o n a l l the p r inc ipa l iflands 
between Oonalafhka and Kamt fcha tka , for the fole purpofe 
o f co l lec t ing furs. T h e i r great object is the fea beaver or 
ottcr. I never heard t h e m inqu i r e after any other a n i m a l ; 
t hough thofe, whofe fkins are o f infer ior value, are alfo 
made part o f their cargoes. I never thought to afk h o w 
l o n g they have had a fettlement upon Oonalafhka , and the 
n e i g h b o u r i n g if les; but , to judge f r o m the great fubjecl ion 
the natives are under, this cannot be o f a very late date*. A l l 
thefe furr iers are rel ieved, f r o m t ime to t ime, by others* 
Thofe we met w i t h a r r ived here f r o m Okotfk, i n 1776, and 
are to re turn i n 1781; fo that their flay at the ifland w i l l be 
four years at leafl. 

It is n o w t ime to give fome account o f the native inhab i t ­
ants. T o a l l appearance, they are the mof l peaceable, inof -
fenfivc people, I ever met w i t h . A n d , as to honefly, they 
m i g h t fervc as a pattern to the mof l c i v i l i z e d nat ion upon 
earth. But , f r o m wha t I faw o f their ne ighbours , w i t h 
w h o m the Ruffians have no connect ion, I doubt w h e ­
ther this was thei r o r i g i n a l difpofition ; and rather t h i n k 
that it has been the confequence of their prefent flate 
of fubjection. Indeed, i f fome o f our gen t lemen d i d 

* The Ruflians began to frequent Oonalafhka in 1762. See Coxe's RuJ/ian Difco­
veries, ch. vii i . p. 80. 
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•77*- not mifundcr f land the Ruff ians , they had been obl iged to 
October . * ° 

— „ — . make fome fevere examples* , before they c o u l d b r i n g the 
i i landers into any order. I f there were feverities infl icted at 

firft, the befl apology for t h e m is, that they have produced 
the happicft confcquenccs ; and, at prefent, the greateft 
h a r m o n y fublifts between the two nations. T h e natives have 
their o w n Chiefs i n each i i l and , and feem to enjoy l iber ty 
and property unmOlefted. But whether or no they are t r ibu ­
taries to the Ruffians, we cou ld never find out. T h e r e was 
fome reafon to t h i n k that they are. 

Thefe people are rather l o w o f ftature, but p l u m p and w e l l 
fliapedj w i t h rather fhort n e c k s ; fwar thy c h u b b y faces j 
b lack eyes ; f m a l l beards ; unci l o n g , f lraight , b l ack h a i r ; 
w h i c h the m e n wear loofe beh ind , and cut before, but the 
w o m e n tie up i n a b u n c h . 

T h e i r drefs has been occafionally ment ioned . B o t h fexes 
wear the fame i n f a fh ion ; the o n l y difference is i n the mate­
r ials . T h e women ' s f rock is made o f feal fk in ; and that o f 
the men , o f the fkins o f b i r d s ; both r each ing be low the 
knee . T h i s is the w h o l e drefs o f the w o m e n . But , over 
the frock, the m e n wear another made o f gut , w h i c h r c -

.fifls water ; and has a hood to it, w h i c h draws over the head . 
Some o f t hem wear boots ; and a l l o f them have a k i n d o f 
oval fnouted cap, made o f wood , w i t h a r i m to admi t the 
head. Thefe caps are dyed w i t h green and other colours ; 
and round the upper part o f the r i m , are f luck the l o n g 
briflles o f fome fea-animal , on w h i c h are f i n i n g glafs 
beads; and on the front is a f m a l l image or two made o f 
bone. 

* Sec the particulars o f hostilities between the Ruflians and .natives, in Coxe, a* 
cited above. 
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T h e y m a k e ufe of no paint ; but the w o m e n puncture 
their faces ( l i g h t l y ; and both m e n and w o m e n bore the 
under l i p , to w h i c h they fix pieces o f bone. But it is as u n ­
c o m m o n , at Oona la fhka , to fee a m a n w i t h this ornament , 
as to fee a w o m a n wi thou t it. Some fix beads to the upper 
l i p , under the nof t r i l s ; and a l l o f t h e m h a n g ornaments i n 
their ears. 

T h e i r food confifts o f fifh, fea-animals , birds, roots, and 
berries ; and even of fea-weed. T h e y dry large quantit ies 
o f fifh i n f u m m e r ; w h i c h they lay u p i n f m a l H i u t s for w i n ­
ter u fe ; and, probably, they preferve roots and berries for 
the fame t ime o f fcarci ty. T h e y eat a lmof l every t h i n g 
r aw. B o i l i n g and b r o i l i n g were the o n l y methods of cookery 
that I faw them m a k e ufe o f ; and the firft w a s p robably 
learnt f rom the Ruffians. Some have got li t t le brafs ke t t l es ; 
and thofe w h o have not, m a k e one of a flat flone, w i t h fides 
o f c lay, not u n l i k e a Hand ing pye. 

I was once prefent, w h e n the C h i e f o f Oonalafhka made 
his d inner o f the raw head o f a large ha l ibu t , juft caught . 
Before any was g iven to the Chief , two of his fervants eat the 
g i l l s , w i t hou t any other dref l ing, befides fqueezing out the 
fl ime. T h i s done, one o f t h e m c u t o f f the head o f the fi.fh, 
took it to the fea and warned i t ; then came w i t h it, and 
fat d o w n by the C h i e f ; firfl p u l l i n g up fome grafs, upon a 
part o f w h i c h the head was l a id , and the reft was f lrewed 
before the Chief . H e then cut large pieces off the cheeks, 
and la id thefe w i t h i n the reach of the great man, w h o fwal -
lowed them w i t h as m u c h fatisfaction as we fhould do r a w 
oyflers. W h e n he had done, the remains o f the head were 
cut in pieces, and g iven to the attendants, w h o tore off the 
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meat w i t h their teeth, and gnawed the bones l i k e fo m a n y 

dogs. 

A s thefe people ufe no paint, they are not fo di r ty i n their 
perfons as the ravages w h o thus befmear themfe lves ; bu t 
they are f u l l as loufy and f i l thy i n their houfes. T h e i r m e ­
thod o f b u i l d i n g is as f o l l o w s : T h e y d ig , i n the g r o u n d , 
an o b l o n g fquare pit , the l eng th o f w h i c h fe ldom exceeds 
fifty feet, and the breadth t w e n t y ; but i n general the d i -
menfions are fmal ler . Over this excavation they f o r m the 
roof o f wood w h i c h the fea throws afhore. T h i s roof is co­
vered firft w i t h grafs, and then w i t h earth ; fo that the out­
ward appearance is l i k e a d u n g h i l l . In the midd le o f the 
roof, toward each end, is left a fquare open ing , by w h i c h 
the l i g h t is a d m i t t e d ; one o f thefe openings b e i n g for this 
purpofe on ly , a n d the other be ing alfo ufed to go i n and out 
by , w i t h the he lp o f a ladder, or rather a poft, w i t h ffepscut 
i n it *. In fome houfes there is another entrance b e l o w ; 
but this is not c o m m o n . R o u n d the fides and ends o f the 
huts , the fami l ies (for feveral are lodged together) have their 
feparate apartments, where they fleep, and fit at w o r k ; not 
u p o n benches, hut i n a k i n d o f a concave trench, w h i c h is 
d u g a l l r ound the infide o f the houfe, and covered w i t h ma t s ; 
fo that this part is kept tolerably decent. Bu t the midd le o f 
the houfe, w h i c h is c o m m o n to a l l the fami l ies , is far other-
wife, fo r , a l t hough it be covered w i t h dry grafs, it is a re­
ceptacle for dirt o f every k i n d , and the place for the 
u r ine t rough -t the flench o f w h i c h is not mended by 

* M r . Coxc's description of the habitations of the natives of Oonalafhka, and the 
other Fox Iflands, in general, agrees with Captain Cook's. See Ruffian Difcoveries, 
p. 149. '': alfo Ifi/hire des dijf'i rents Penples foumis a ia Domination des Ruffes, par 

M . Levefque, T o m . I. p. 4 0 , 4 1 . 
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r a w hides, or leather b e i n g a lmof l con t inua l ly fleeped i n 
it. B e h i n d and over the t rench, are placed the f ew ef­
fects they are poffeffed o f ; fuch as their c l o t h i n g , mats, 
a n d fkins. 

T h e i r houfehold furn i ture confifts o f bowls , fpoons, buc­
kets, p igg ins or cans, matred bafkets, and perhaps a Ruf­
fian kettle or pot. A l l thefe utenfils arc very neatly made, 
and w e l l formed ; and yet we faw no other tools a m o n g 
th em but the kn i f e and the ha tche t ; that is, a fma l l flat piece 
o f i ron , made l i k e an adze, by fitting it into a crooked wooden 
handle. Thefe were the o n l y inftruments we met w i t h 
there, made of i ron . F o r a l t h o u g h the Rufl ians l ive amongft 
t hem, we found m u c h lefs of this meta l i n their poffef-
fion, than we had met w i t h i n the pofleiTion o f other tribes 
o n the A m e r i c a n continent, w h o had never feen, nor per­
haps had any intercourfe w i t h the Ruffians. Probably, a 
a few beads, a l i t t le tobacco and muff, purchafe a l l they 
have to fpare. T h e r e are few, i f any o f them, that do not 
both fmoke, and chew tobacco, and take fnuff ; a l u x u r y 
that bids fair to keep them always poor. 

T h e y d id not feem to w i f h for more i ron , or to want any 
other inftruments, except f e w i n g needles, their o w n b e i n g 
made o f bone. W i t h thefe they not on ly few their canoes, 
a n d make their clothes, but alfo very cur ious embroidery . 
Inflead of thread, they ufe the fibres o f finews, w h i c h they 
fplit to the thicknefs w h i c h each fort o f w o r k requires. A l l 
f e w i n g is per formed by the w o m e n . T h e y are the taylors, 
fhoemakcrs, and boat-builders, or boat-coverers; for the men , 
mof l probably , conflruct the frame of wood over w h i c h the 
fkins are fewed. T h e y make mats and bafkets o f grafs, that 
are both beaut i ful and f l rong. Indeed, there is a ncatnefs 
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177*- and perfection i n m o l l of their w o r k , that fhews they n e l -
O c l o b c r . . , 

x — i thcr want ingenu i ty nor perfeverancc. 

I faw not a fire-place i n any one o f their houfes. T h e y 
arc l igh ted , as w e l l as heated, by l a m p s ; w h i c h arc f imple, 
and yet anfwer the purpofe very w e l l . T h e y are made o f a 
flat flone, ho l lowed on one fide l i k e a plate, and about the 
l ame fize, or rather larger . In the h o l l o w part they put the 
o i l , m i x e d w i t h a l i t t le d ry grafs, w h i c h ferves the purpofe 
o f a w i c k . Both m e n and w o m e n frequently w a r m their 
bodies over one o f thefe lamps, by p l ac ing it between their 
legs, under their garments , and f i t t ing thus over it for a few 
minutes . 

T h e y produce fire both by col l l f ion and by a t t r i t ion ; the 
fo rmer by f i n k i n g two floncs one again 11 another ; on one 
o f w h i c h a good deal o f brimftone is f i r i l rubbed. T h e latter 
me thod is w i t h two pieces o f wood ; one of w h i c h is a ( l ick 
o f about eighteen inches i n length , and the other a flat 
piece. T h e pointed end o f the f l ick they prefs upon the 
other, w h i r l i n g it n i m b l y round as a d r i l l ; thus p rodu­
c i n g fire i n a few minutes . T h i s method is c o m m o n i n 
m a n y parts o f the w o r l d . It is practifed by the K a m t ­
fchadales, by thefe people, by the Greenlanders , by the 
Braz i l i ans , by the Otaheiteans, by the N e w H o l l a n d e r s ; 
and probably by many other nations. Yet fome learned and 
ingenious m e n have founded an argument on this cuftorn to 
prove, that this and that nat ion are o f the fame extraction. 
Bu t accidental agreements, i n a few par t icular inftances, 
w i l l not authorife fuch a conc luf ion ; nor w i l l a difagree-
ment , either i n manners or cuftoms, between two different 
nations, o f courfe, prove that they arc of different cxtrac-
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T H E P A C I F I C O C E A N . 5 

d o n . I could fupport this op in ion by many inftances befides '778. 
Oftober. 

the one juft ment ioned. < „—. 
N o fuch t h i n g as an offenfive or even defenftve weapon 

was feen amongft the natives o f Oonalafhka . W e cannot fup­
pofe that the Ruffians found them i n fuch a defencelefs ftate; 
it is more probable that, for their o w n fecurity, they have 
d i fa rmed them. Po l i t i ca l reafons too m a y have induced the 
Rufl ians not to a l l o w thefe iflanders to have any large canoes; 
for it is difficult to believe they had none fuch o r i g ina l l y , as 
we found them amongf l a l l their ne ighbours . However , 
we faw none here but one or two b e l o n g i n g to the Ruf l ians . 
T h e canoes made ufe o f by the natives are the fmallef l we 
had any where fecn u p o n the A m e r i c a n coa f l ; t hough bu i l t 
after the fame manner, wi th fome li t t le difference i n the 
conftruetion. T h e flern o f thefe terminates a l i t t le abruptly; 
the head is forked ; the upper point o f the fork project ing 
wi thou t the under one, w h i c h is even w i t h the furface o f 
the water. W h y they fhould thus conftrucT them is difficult 
to conceive ; for the fork is apt to catch ho ld o f every t h i n g 
that comes i n the w a y ; to prevent w h i c h , they fix a piece -
o f fma l l f l i ck f rom point to point. In other refpecTs, their 
canoes are bu i l t after the m a n n e r o f thofe ufed by the 
Greenlanders and E f q u i m a u x ; the f r a m i n g be ing of flender 
laths, and the cover ing o f feal-fkins. T h e y are about twelve 
feet l o n g ; a foot and a h a l f broad i n the m i d d l e ; and twelve 
or fourteen inches deep. U p o n occafion, they can carry two 
perfons ; one of w h o m is ftretched at f u l l length i n the canoe; 
and the other fits i n the feat, or round hole, w h i c h is near ly 
i n the midd le . R o u n d this hole is a r i m or hoop of wood , 
about w h i c h is fewed g u t - l k i n , that can be d r awn together, 
or opened l i k e a purfe, w i t h leathern thongs fitted to the outer 
edge. T h e m a n feats h i m f e l f i n this p lace ; draws the fk in 
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oftobe t i S n t round his body over his gut f rock, and br ings the ends 
w—s—1/ o f the thongs, or pur fe - l t r ing , over the flioulder to keep i t 

i n its place. T h e flceves o f his f rock are tied t ight r o u n d his 
wri f ts ; and it be ing clofe round his neck, and the hood d r a w n 
over his head, where it is confined by his cap, water can 
fcarcely penetrate either to his body, or into the canoe. I f 
any fhould , however, infinuate itfelf, the boatman carries 
a piece o f fpunge w i t h w h i c h he dries it up . H e ufes the 
double-bladed paddle, w h i c h is he ld w i t h both hands i n the 
m i d d l e , f i n k i n g the water w i t h a q u i c k regular mot ion , firft 
on one fide, and then on the other. B y this means, the 
canoe is i m p e l l e d at a great rate, and i n a d i rec t ion as 
f l raight as a l ine can Be d r a w n . In fail ing from E g o o c h -
fhak to Samganoodha, two or three canoes kept w a y w i t h 

the fhip, t hough fhe was g o i n g at the rate o f feven mi le s an 

hour . 

T h e i r f i fhing and h u n t i n g implements l ie ready upon the 
canoes, under flraps fixed for the purpofe. T h e y arc a l l 
made, i n great perfection, o f wood and bone ; and differ 
very l i t t le f rom thofe ufed by the Grecnlanders , as they are 
defcribed by Crantz . The on ly difference is i n the point o f 
the mi f l i l c da r t ; w h i c h , i n fome we faw here, is not above 
an i n c h l o n g ; whereas Cran tz fays, that thofe o f the G r e e n -
landers are a foot and a ha l f i n l eng th . Indeed, thefe darts, 
as w e l l as fome others of their inftruments, are fo cu r ious , 
that they deferve a part icular description j but as m a n y 
o f them were brought away on board the m i p s , this can be 
done, at any time, i f thought neceffary. Thefe people are 
very expert i n f l r i k i n g fifh, both i n the fea, and i n r ivers. 
T h e y alfo m a k e ufe o f hooks and l ines, nets and wears. 
T h e hooks are compofed of bone, and the lines o f finews. 
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T h e fifties w h i c h are c o m m o n to other nor thern feas, are 
found here j fuch as whales , grampuifes , porpoifes, fword-
fifh, ha l ibu t , cod, fa lmon , trout, foals, nat-f i fh; feveral 
other forts o f fma l l fifh ; and there m a y be many more that 
we had no oppor tuni ty o f feeing. H a l i b u t and fa lmon feem 
to be i n the greateft plenty ; and on them the inhabitants o f 
thefe ifles fubfift ch ie f ly ; at leaft, they were the on ly fort o f 
fifh, except a few cod, w h i c h we obferved to be la id up for 
their winter ftore. T o the N o r t h o f 6o°, the fea is, i n a m a n ­
ner, diftitute o f fma l l f i i l i o f every k i n d j but then whales 
are more numerous . 

Seals, and that w h o l e tribe o f fea-animals, are not fo n u ­
merous as i n m a n y other feas. N o r can this be thought 
ftrangc, fmce there is hard ly any part o f the coaft, on ci ther 
continent, nor any o f the iflands l y i n g between them, that 
is not inhabi ted, and whofe inhabitants hun t thefe animals 
for their food and c lo th ing . Sea-horfcs are, indeed, in pro­
dig ious numbers about the ice ; and the fea-otter is, I be­
lieve, no where found but i n this fea. W e fometimes faw 
an an ima l , w i t h a head l i k e a fcal's, that b lew after the m a n ­
ner o f whales . It was larger than a feal, and its colour was 
whi te , w i t h fome dark fpots. Probably this was the fea-
cow, or manatu 

I t h i n k I may venture to aflert, that fea and water fowls 
are neither i n fuch numbers , nor i n fuch variety, as w i t h 
us i n the nor thern parts o f the At lant ic Ocean. The re arc 
fome, however, here, that I do not remember to have fecn-
any where elfe ; par t icu la r ly the alt a monochroa o f Steller, be­
fore men t ioned i and a b lack and whi te duck , w h i c h I con­
ceive to be diiferent f rom the ftone-duck defcribed by K r a -
fhenin ikoff *. A l l the other birds feen by us are ment ioned 

* Hiflory o f Kamtfchatka. Eng. Tranf. p. 160. 
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by this author, except fome that we met w i t h near the ice ; 
and m o d , i f not a l l o f thefe, are defcribed by M a r t i n i n h i s 
voyage to Green land . It is a l i t t le extraordinary, that pen­
gu ins , w h i c h are c o m m o n i n m a n y parts o f the w o r l d , 
fhould not be found i n this fea. Albatroffes too are fo very 
fcarce, that I cannot he lp t h i n k i n g that this is not their pro­
per c l imate . 

T h e few land-birds that we met w i t h arc the fame w i t h 
thofe i n Europe ; but there m a y be many others w h i c h wc 
had no oppor tuni ty o f k n o w i n g . A very beaut i fu l b i rd was 
ihot i n the woods at N o r t o n S o u n d ; w h i c h , I a m told, is 
fometimes found i n E n g l a n d , and k n o w n by the name o f 
chatterer. O u r people met wi th other fmall birds there, 
but i n no great variety and abundance ; fuch as the w o o d ­
pecker, the bu l l f inch , the y e l l o w f inch, and a fma l l b i r d 
cal led a t i t-moufe. 

A s our excurfions and obfervations were confined w h o l l y 
to the fea-coaft, it is not to be expected, that we could k n o w 
m u c h of the an imals or vegetables o f the country. Except 
mufqui toes , there are few other infects ; nor reptiles, that 
I faw, but l i za rds . The re are no deer upon Oonalafhka , 
or u p o n any other o f the iflands. N o r have they any do­
meftic a n i m a l s ; not even dogs. Foxes and wcafels were 
the on ly quadrupeds we f a w ; but they told us, that they 
had hares alfo, and the marmottas ment ioned by Krafhe-
n in iko f f* . Hence it is evident, that the fea and rivers 
fupply the greateft fhare o f food to the inhabitants . T h e y 
are alfo ob l iged to the fea for a l l the wood made ufe of for 
b u i l d i n g , and other neceffary purpofes; for not a ftick grows 
upon any o f the iflands, nor upon the adjacent coaft o f the 
continent. 

* Hiftory of Kamtfchatk;i, p. 99. 
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T h e learned tel l us, that the feeds o f plants are, by va­
rious means, conveyed f rom one part o f the w o r l d to ano­
ther ; even to iflands i n the midft o f great oceans, and far 
remote f rom any other land . H o w comes it to pafs, that 
there are no trees g r o w i n g on this part o f the continent o f 
A m e r i c a , nor any o f the iflands l y i n g near it? T h e y are 
cer ta inly as w e l l fituated for receiving feeds, by a l l the va ­
rious ways I have heard of, as any of thofe coafls are that 
abound i n wood. M a y not nature have denied to fome 
foi l the power of raif ing trees, wi thout the afliflance o f art ? 
As to the drift wood, upon the mores o f the iflands, I have 
no doubt that it comes f r o m A m e r i c a . For a l t hough there 
m a y be none on the n e i g h b o u r i n g coafl, enough may g r o w 
far ther up the count ry , w h i c h torrents i n the fpr ing m a y 
break loofe, and b r i n g d o w n to the fea. A n d not a l i t t le may 
be conveyed f r o m the woody coafls, t h o u g h they l ie at a 
greater diflance. 

There arc a great variety o f plants at O o n a l a f h k a ; and 
mof l o f t hem were i n flower the latter end o f June . Se* 
veral o f t hem are fuch as we find i n Europe, and i n other 
parts o f A m e r i c a , par t icular ly i n N e w f o u n d l a n d ; and others 
o f them, w h i c h are alfo met w i t h i n Kamtfcha tka , are eat 
by the natives bo th there and here. O f thefe, K r a f l i e n i n K 
k o i f has g iven us defcriptions. T h e p r inc ipa l one is the 

jarannc, or l i l y root ; w h i c h is about the fize o f a root o f gar-
l i c k , r ound , made u p o f a n u m b e r o f f m a l l cloves, and 
grains l i k e groats. W h e n boi led , it is fomewhat l i k e faloopj 
the taflc is not difagreeable, and we found means to m a k e 
fome good diflies w i t h it. It docs not feem to be i n great 
plenty ; for we got none but what I fmyloff gave us. 

W e m u f l reckon amongfl: the food o f the natives, fome 
other w i l d roots ; the f la lk o f a plant re fembl ing . angelica;, 
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and berries o f fevcral different forts ; fuch as b ramble ber­
ries ; c ranber r ies ; hurt le-berries ; heath-berries ; a fma l l 
red berry, w h i c h , i n N e w f o u n d l a n d , is ca l led par t r idge-
berry ; and another b r o w n berry, u n k n o w n to us. T h i s 
has fomewhat o f the tafle o f a floe, but is u n l i k e it i n every 
other refpect. It is very aftringent, i f eaten i n any q u a n ­
tity. Brandy m i g h t be d i f l i l l ed f r o m it. Capta in C le rke 
attempted to preferve fome ; but they fermented, and be­
came as f l rong as i f they had been fleeped i n fpirits. 

There were a few other plants, w h i c h we found fervice-
able, but are not made ufe o f by either Ruf l ians or natives. 
S u c h as w i l d purf la in ; pea-tops; a k i n d o f fcurvy-gra fs ; 
creffes, and fome others. A l l thefe, we found very palat­
able, dreired either i n foups or i n fallads. O n the l o w 

g r o u n d , and i n the val l ies , is plenty o f grafs, w h i c h grows 
very th ick , and to a great length . I a m o f op in ion , that 
cattle m i g h t fubfifl at Oona la fhka a l l the year round , wi thou t 
b e i n g houfed. A n d the foi l , i n m a n y places, feemed ca­
pable o f p r o d u c i n g g ra in , roots, and vegetables. But, at 
prefent, the Ruff ian traders, and the natives, feem fatisfied 
w i t h what nature br ings forth. 

Nat ive fu lphur was feen amongf l the inhabitants o f the 
i f l a n d ; hut I had no oppor tuni ty o f l e a r n i n g where they 
got it. W e found alfo ochre ; a flone that gives a purple 
c o l o u r ; and another that gives a very good green. It m a y 
be doubted, whether this laft is k n o w n . In its natural flate, 
it is o f a g r e y i d i green colour, coarfe and heavy. It eafily 
dilfolvcs i n o i l ; but w h e n put into water, it en t i re ly lofes its 
properties. It feemed to be fcarce i n Oona la fhka ; but we were 
told, that it was i n greater plenty on the ifland Oonemak . 
A s to the ftones about the fhore and h i l l s , I faw n o t h i n g i n 
t hem that was u n c o m m o n , 
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T h e people o f Oonalafhka bu ry their dead on the f u m -
mits o f h i l l s , and raife a l i t t le h i l l o c k over the grave. In a 
w a l k into the country , one o f the natives, w h o attended me, 
pointed out feveral o f thefe receptacles o f the dead. There 
was one of them, by the fide o f the road l ead ing f rom the 
ha rbour to the v i l l age , over w h i c h was raifed a heap o f 
Hones. It was obferved, that every one w h o paffed it, added 
one to it. I faw i n the count ry feveral flone h i l l ocks , that 
feemed to have been raifed by art. M a n y of them were ap­
parently o f great an t iqu i ty . 

W h a t their notions arc o f the Dei ty , and o f a future flate, 
I k n o w not. I a m equa l ly unacquainted w i t h their diver-

f ions; n o t h i n g h a v i n g been feen that c o u l d give us an i n -
fight in to ci ther . 

T h e y are r emarkab ly cheer fu l and f r iendly amongf l each 
o the r ; and always behaved w i t h great c i v i l i t y to us. T h e 
Ruffians told us, that they never had any connections w i t h 
their w o m e n , becaufe they were not Chr i f l ians . O u r people 
were not fo fcrupulous ; and fome of them had reafon to re­
pent that the females [of Oonalafhka encouraged their ad -
dreffes w i thou t any referve; for their heal th fullered by a dif-
tcmper that is not u n k n o w n here. T h e natives o f this if land 
are alfo fubject to the cancer, or a compla in t l i k e it, w h i c h 
thofe w h o m it attacks, are very careful to conceal . T h e y do 
not feem to be long- l ived . I no where faw a perfon, m a n or 
w o m a n , w h o m I cou ld fuppofe to be fixty years o f a g e ; and 
but very few w h o appeared to be above fifty. P robably their 
hard way of l i v i n g may be the means of fhor tcn ing the i r days. 

I have frequently had occafion to ment ion , f rom the t ime 
of our a r r iva l i n Pr ince W i l l i a m ' s Sound, how r e m a r k a b l y 
the natives, on this N o r t h W e f l fide o f A m e r i c a , refemble the 
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i778' Grecnlanders and E f q u i m a u x , i n various part iculars o f per-

>ftober. „ 1 i i T T 

-v » fon, drefs, weapons, canoes, and the l i k e . However , I was 
m u c h lefs f i ruck w i t h this , than w i t h the affinity w h i c h w e 
f o u n d fubfifting be tween the dialects o f the Greenlanders 
and E f q u i m a u x , and thofe o f Norton's Sound and Oona­
la fhka . T h i s w i l l appear f r o m a table o f correfponding 
words , w h i c h I put together, and w i l l be inferted i n the 
courfe o f this work* . It muff be obferved, however , w i t h 
regard to the words w h i c h we collected on this fide o f A m e ­
r ica , that too m u c h ftrefs is not to be l a id u p o n their be ing 
accurate ly reprefented; for, after M r . Anderfon 's death, we 
h a d f ew w h o took m u c h pains about fuch mat ters ; and I 
have f requent ly found, tliat tire fame words wr i t t en d o w n 
b y two or more perfons, f rom the m o u t h of the fame native, 
o n b e i n g compared together, differed not a l i t t le . B u t ftill, 
e nough is certain, to warrant this j udgmen t , that there is 
great reafon to believe, that a l l thefe nations are o f the fame-
extraction ; and i f fo, there can be l i t t le doubt o f there be­
i n g a Nor the rn c o m m u n i c a t i o n o f fome fort, by fea, be­
tween this Weft fide o f A m e r i c a and the Eaft fide, t h rough 
Baffin's B a y ; w h i c h c o m m u n i c a t i o n , however , may be ef­
fectual ly fhut up againft fhips, by ice, and other i m p e d i ­
ments . S u c h , at leaft, was m y o p i n i o n at this t ime. 

I fha l l n o w qui t thefe Nor the rn regions, w i t h a few par t i ­
culars relative to the tides and currents u p o n the coaft, and 
an account o f the ag ronomica l obfervations made by us i n 
Samganoodha H a r b o u r . 

T h e tide is no where confiderable but i n the great 

r i v e r f . 
* It will be found, amongft other vocabularies, at the end of the third volume.. 

jt Cook's River. 
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T h e flood comes f r o m the South or Sou th Eaf l , every *778-

where f o l l o w i n g the direct ion o f the coafl to the Nor th W e f l ­
ward , Between N o r t o n Sound and Cape Prince o f W a l e s , 
we found a current fetting to the N o r t h W e f l , pa r t i cu la r ly 
off the Cape, and w i t h i n Sledge Ifland. But this current 
extended o n l y a l i t t le w a y f r o m the coa f l ; nor was it ei ther 
confident or u n i f o r m . T o the N o r t h o f Cape Pr ince o f 
Wales , we found nei ther tide nor current, ei ther on the 
A m e r i c a n or on the Afiatic coafl, t hough feveral t imes 
looked for. T h i s gave rife to an o p i n i o n entertained by 
fome on board our fhips, that the two coafls were connected, 
ei ther by land or by i c e ; w h i c h o p i n i o n received fome 
ffrength, by our never h a v i n g any h o l l o w waves f r o m the 
N o r t h , and by ou r feeing ice a lmof l the w h o l e w a y acrofs. 

T h e f o l l o w i n g are the refults of the feveral obferva­
tions made afhore, d u r i n g our flay i n the ha rbour o f Sam> 
ganoodha. 

T h e lati tude, by the m e a n o f feveral o b ­
ferved mer id i an alt i tudes o f the fun - 53* 5' o" 

r B y the m e a n o f twenty fets o f 
l una r obfervations, w i th the^ 1930 47' 45" 
fun Eafl o f the m o o n T h e l o n ­

gitude By the mean of fourteen fets,") 
w i t h the fun and flars Weflj> 1030 n ' 45" 
of the m o o n j 

T h e mean o f thefe - - 1930 29' 45" 
T h e longi tude affumed - 1930 30' o" 

By the mean o f equal altitudes o f the fun , 
taken on the 12th, 14th, 17th, and 2ifl, 
the t ime-keeper was found to be lof ing 
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1778. on mean t ime 8", 8 each day ; and, o n 
October, • . 

I i 1 the laft o f thefe days, was too f low for 
m e a n t ime i3h 46" 43', 98. Hence the 
t ime-keeper m u f l have been too f low, 
on the 4th, the day after our a r r i va l , by 
13h 44" 26', 62 j and the long i tude , by 
G r e e n w i c h rate, w i l l be 13" 23™ 53', 8 - 2000

 58' 27" 
B y K i n g George's (or Noo tka ) Sound rate 

i2h
 56™ 40% 4 1940 io' 6" 

T h e 30th o f June, the t ime-keeper , by 

the fame rate, gave - - 1930 12' o" 
T h e error o f the t ime-keeper , at that 

t ime, was - - - °° 18' o"Weft . 

A t this t ime , its error was 0* 3 9 ' 5 4 " Eaf l . 

T h e error o f the t ime-keeper , be tween 
ou r l e av ing Samganoodha, and our re­
t u r n to it aga in , was 0* 57' 54" 

O n the iath of October, the variation t A . M . 20° if a " } - , 0 . „ 
„ . c L tr L ^ „ / „ f Mean 19° 59' 15 Eaft. 
B y the mean of three compafles, L P . M . 19° 41 27 } J J 

, t Unmarked end ? . . m _ t 68° 45 ' ? Face C 69 0 30' 
D i p of the needle } ^ J Dipping face Eaft j ̂  ^ J W f i f t j ̂  j ? , 
Mean of the dip of the North end of the needle 69 0 23' 30". 
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C H A P . X I I . 

Departure from Oo7talafkay and future Views,—The J fand 
Amogbta.—Situation of a remarkable Rock.—The Strait 
between Oonalafljka a?id Oonella repajfed.—Progrefs t0' 
the South. — Melancholy Accident on board the Difco­
very.—Mowee, one of the Sandwich Ifands, difcovered. 
—Intercourfe with the Natives.—Vifet from Terreeoboo. 
— Another If and, called Owbyhee, difcovered.—The 
Ships ply to Windward to get round it.—An Eclipfe of 
the Moon obferved. — The Crew refufe to drink Sugar-
cane Beer. — Cordage deficient in Strength.—Commend­
ation of the Natives of Owhyhee,—The Refolution gets 
to Windward of the If and.—Her Progrefs down the 
South Eaf Coaf.—Views of the Country, and Vifts 
from the Natives.—The Difcovery joins.—Slow Pro­
grefs Weflward.—Karakakooa Bay examined by Mr. 
Bligh.—Vaf Concourfe of the Natives. — The Ships 
anchor in the Bay. 

i N the m o r n i n g o f M o n d a y the 26th, we put to fea f rom 177B 

oaob ( Samganoodha H a r b o u r ; and, as the w i n d was Southerly, 
Hood away to the Wef tward . M o n d a y 

M y in tent ion was n o w to proceed to S a n d w i c h Iflands, 
there to fpend a few o f the w in t e r months , i n cafe we 
m o u l d meet w i t h the necefTary refrefhments, and then to 
direct our courfe to Kamt fcha tka , fo as to endeavour to be 
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1778. there by the midd le o f M a y , the enfuino; fummcr . In c o n -
Oftober. J J 0 

v — » — « j fcquence o f this refolut ion, I gave Capta in C l e r k e orders 
h o w to proceed, i n cafe o f feparat ion; appo in t ing S a n d w i c h 
Illands for the firft place o f rendezvous, and the harbour 
o f Petropaulowfka, i n Kamt fcha tka , for the fecond. 

Soon after we were out o f the harbour , the w i n d veered 
to the South Eaf l and Eaf l South Eafl , w h i c h , by the even­
i n g , carr ied us as far as the Wef le rn part of Oonalafhka> 
where we got the w i n d at South. W i t h this we ftretched to 

Tucfdayz;. the Weftward, t i l l feven o 'c lock the next m o r n i n g , w h e n w c 
wore , and flood to the Eafl . T h e w i n d , by this t ime, h a d 
increafed in fuch a manne r as to reduce us to our three 
courfes. It b l ew i n very heavy fqual ls , attended w i t h r a i n , 
h a i l , and fnow. 

Wednef,28. A t n ine o 'c lock i n the m o r n i n g o f the 28th, the i f land o f 
Oona la fhka bore South Eaft, four leagues diflant. W e then 
wore and flood to the Weftward. T h e ftrength o f the gale 
was n o w over, and toward evening, the l i t t le w i n d that b l ew 
infenfibly veered round to the F a l l , where it cont inued but 
a fhort t ime before it got to N o r t h Eaft, and increafed to a 
very hard gale w i t h ra in . I fleered firft to the S o u t h w a r d ; 
and as the w i n d i n c l i n e d to the N o r t h and Nor th W e f l , I 
fleered more Wef le r ly . 

Thurfday 2 9 . O n the 29th, at h a l f paft fix i n the m o r n i n g , we faw l and 
extending f r o m Eaft by South to South by W e f l , fuppofed to 
be the ifland A m o g h t a . A t eight, f ind ing that we c o u l d 
not weather the if land, as the w i n d had n o w veered to the 
W e f l w a r d , I gave over p l y i n g , and bore away for Oona­
lafhka , w i t h a v i ew of g o i n g to the N o r t h w a r d and Eaf l -
w a r d o f that i f land, not da r ing to attempt a paffage to the 
South Eaf l of i t , i n fo hard a gale o f w i n d . A t the t ime 
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we bore away, the l and extended f rom Faff by South h a l f >77? 
South to South South Weft, four leagues diftant. T h e Ion- \ „—<j 

gi tude by the t ime-keeper was 191° 17', and the latitude 5 3 0 

38'. T h i s w i l l give a very different f i tuation to this i f land 
f r o m that affigned to it u p o n the Ruff ian map. But i t muft 
be remembered, that this is one of the iflands w h i c h M r . 
I fmylo f f faid was w r o n g placed. Indeed it is a doubt i f this 
be A m o g h t a * ; for after I fmyloff had made the correction,, 
no l and appeared upon the map i n this lati tude ; but as I 
have obferved before, we muft not look for accuracy i n this 
chart. 

A t eleven o 'c lock, as we were f leering to the N o r t h Eafl , we 
difcovered an elevated rock, l i k e a tower, bear ing N o r t h N o r t h 
Eaft h a l f Eaft, four leagues diftant. It lies i n the lati tude o f 
53° 57'> a n Q l m t n e longi tude o f I Q l * 2 > and hath no place 
i n the Ruff ian m a p f . W e m u f l have paffed very near it i n 
the n igh t . W e cou ld judge o f its flecpnefs f r o m this c i r -
cumftance, that the fea, w h i c h n o w r u n very h i g h , broke 
no where but againft it. A t three i n the afternoon, after 
ge t t ing a fight o f Oonalafhka , we fhorrened fai l , and hau led 
the w i n d , not h a v i n g t ime to get t h rough the paffage before 
n igh t . A t day-break the next m o r n i n g , we bore away Frida 

under courfes, and clofe-reefed topfails, h a v i n g a very hard 
gale at Weft N o r t h Weft, w i t h heavy fqualls , attended w i t h 
fnow. A t noon, we were i n the midd le o f the flrait, be-

* O n the chart of Krenitzcn's and LevamefPs voyage, in 1768 and 1769, which' 
we find in M r . Coxe's book, p. 251. amifland called Amuckta, is laid down, not 
very far from the place afligned to Amoghta by Captain Cook. 

f Though this rock had no place in the Ruffian map produced by Ifmyloff, it has a 
place in the chart of Krenitzen's and Levafheff's voyage, above referred to. That 
chart alfo agrees with Captain Cook's, as to the general pofition of this group of 
iflands. The fingularly indented fliores of the ifland of Oonalafhka are reprefented in 
both charts much alike. Thefe circumltances arc worth attending to, as the more 
modern Ruffian maps of this Archipelago are fo wonderfully erroneous. 
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o S L t w e e n Oonalafhka, and Oone l l a , the harbour o f S a m g a -
* — u * noodha bea r ing Sou th South Eafl , one league diflant. A t 

three i n the afternoon, be ing t h r o u g h the flrait, and clear 
o f the ifles, Cape Providence bea r ing Wef l South Wef l , two 
or three leagues di l lant , wTe fleered to the Sou thward , under 
double reefed top-fails and courfes, w i t h the w i n d at W e f l 
N o r t h Wef l , a f l rong gale, and fair weather. 

November. O n M o n d a y , the 2d o f November , the w i n d veered to the 
.Monday 2. 

Southward •, and, before n ight , b l e w a violent f iorm, w h i c h 
ob l iged us to b r i n g to. T h e Difcovery fired fevcral guns , 
w h i c h we anfwered ; but wi thou t k n o w i n g on wha t occa­
fion they were fired. A t eight o 'clock, we lof l fight o f her, 
and d id not fee her again till eigUt the next morning . A t 

ten, fhe jo ined u s ; and, as the he igh t o f the gale was 
n o w over, and the w i n d had veered back to W e f l N o r t h 
W e f l , w c made fai l , and refumcd our courfe to the South­
w a r d . 

i«riday6. T h e 6ih, i n the even ing , b e i n g i n the lati tude of 420 12', 
and i n the longi tude o f 2010 26', the var ia t ion was 170 15' 

Saturday 7. £ a f t t The next m o r n i n g , our lat i tude be ing 41° 20', and o u r 
longi tude 2020, a f l i ag , or cormorant , n e w feveral t imes 
round the fhip. A s thefe birds are f c ldom, i f ever, k n o w n 
to fly far out o f dght o f land, I j udged that fome was not far 
diflant. However , we cou ld fee none. In the afternoon, 
there be ing but l i t t le w i n d , Cap ta in Gie rke came on board, 
and in fo rmed me o f a me lancho ly accident that happened 
on board his fhip, the fecond n ight after w e left S a m g a -
noodha. T h e m a i n tack gave way, k i l l e d one m a n , and 
w o u n d e d the boatfwain, and two or three more . In addi ­
t ion to this misfor tune, I now learned, that, on the even ing 
o f the 3d, his fails and r i g g i n g received confiderable da-
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m a g e ; and that the guns w h i c h he fired were the f ignal to 

b r i n g to. 

1778. 
N o v e m b e r . 

O n the Sth, the w i n d was at N o r t h ; a gentle breeze, w i t h S u n d a y 8. 

c lear weather. O n the 9th, i n the lat i tude of 39!°, we had M o n d a y 9 . 

'eight hours c a l m . T h i s was fuccccded by the w i n d f r o m 
the South, attended w i t h fair weather. A v a i l i n g ourfelves 
o f this, as m a n y of our people as cou ld handle a needle, 
were fet to w o r k to repair the f a i l s ; and the carpenters were 
employed to put the boats i n order. 

O n the 12th at noon, be ing then i n the latitude o f 3S0 14' T h u r f d a y i * . 

and i n the longi tude o f 2060 17', the w i n d returned back to 
the N o r t h w a r d ; and, on the 15th, i n the latitude of 330 30', Sunday 15. 

it veered to the Eafl . At this t ime, we faw a tropic b i rd , and 
a do lph in ; the firfl that we had obferved d u r i n g the paffage. 
O n the 17th, the wind veered to the Sou thward , where it Tuefday 17. 

cont inued t i l l the afternoon of the 19th, when a fqua l l o f 
w i n d and ra in brought it at once round by the Wef l to the 
N o r t h . T h i s was i n the lati tude o f 320 26', and i n the l o n g i ­
tude o f 2070 30'. 

T h e w i n d prefently increafed to a very f l rong gale, at­
tended w i t h ra in , fo as to b r i n g us under double reefed top-
fails. In l o w e r i n g d o w n the m a i n top-fail to reef it, the 
w i n d tore it quite out o f the foot rope ; and it was fplit i n fe­
vera l other parts. T h i s fai l had on ly been b rought to the 
ya rd the day before, after h a v i n g had a repair. T h e next 
m o r n i n g , we got another top-fail to the yard. T h i s gale w«4nef. is. 
proved to be the forerunner o f the t rade-wind, w h i c h i n l a ­
titude 2 50 veered to Eaf l , and Eafl South Eafl . 

I cont inued to fleer to the Southward , t i l l day- l igh t i n the 
m o r n i n g of the 2 5 th, at w h i c h t ime we were i n the latitude w«a*«f. - >• 
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i778- o f ^0° cc'. I n o w fpread the f l i ips, and fleered to the W e d . 
ovember. r 1 

M • In the evening, we jo ined j and at m i d n i g h t brought to. 
Thurfday26. A t day-break, next m o r n i n g , l and was feen extending f r o m 

South South Eaft to Weft. W e made fa i l , and flood for it. 
A t eight , it extended f r o m Sou th Eafl h a l f South , to Wef t ; 
the neareft part two leagues diftant. It was fuppofed that 
we faw the extent o f the land to the Eafl , but not to the W e d . 
W e were n o w fatisfied, that the g roup o f the S a n d w i c h 
Iflands had been on l y imperfec t ly difcovered ; as thofe o f 
t hem w h i c h we had vifited i n our progrefs N o r t h w a r d , a l l 
l ie to the leeward of our prefent ftation. 

In the country was an elevated faddle h i l l , whofe f u m m i t 
appeared above the c l o u d s . F r o m this h i l l , the l a n d f e l l 
i n a gentle flope, and terminated i n a fleep r o c k y coafl, 
againft w h i c h the fea broke i n a dreadful furf. F i n d i n g that 
w e cou ld not weather the if land, I bore up, and ranged 
a l o n g the coaft to the Wef tward . It was not l o n g before we 
faw people on feveral parts o f the fhore, and fome houfes 
and plantations. T h e coun t ry feemed to be both w e l l wood­
ed and watered ; and r u n n i n g ftrcams were feen f a l l i n g into 
the fea i n var ious places. 

As it was of the laft importance to procure a fupply o f 
provifions at thefe i f lands; and experience h a v i n g taught me 
that I could have no chance to fuccced i n this, i f a free 
trade w i t h the natives were to be a l lowed ; that is , i f it were 
left to every man's difcret ion to trade for what he pleafed, 
and i n the manner he pleafed ; for this fubftantial reafon, I 
n o w publ ished an order, p r o h i b i t i n g a l l perfons f r o m t rad­
i n g , except fuch as fhould be appointed by me and Capta in 
Cle rke ; and even thefe were enjoined to trade on ly for pro­
vifions and rcfrefhmcnts . W o m e n were alfo forbidden to be 

admi t ted 
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N o v e m b e r , 
admitted in to the f l i ips , except under certain rcftrietions. . *778; 
But the ev i l I meant to prevent, by this regula t ion , I foon 
found , had already got amongf l t hem. 

A t noon, the coafl extended f rom Sou th 81* Eaf l , to N o r t h 
56° W e f l ; a low flat, l i k e an i f lhmus , bore South 420 W e l l j 
the neareft fhore three or four mi les d i f tant ; the lati tude 
was 20̂ 59'; and the longi tude 2o3°5o;. Seeing fome canoes 
c o m i n g off to us, I b rought to. As foon as they got a long 
fide, m a n y of the people, w h o conducted them, came into 
the fhip, wi thout the leaft hefitation. W e found them to be 
o f the fame nation w i t h the inhabitants o f the iflands more 
to leeward, w h i c h we had already v i f i ted ; and, i f we d i d 
not m i l l a k e them, they k n e w of our h a v i n g been there. In­
deed, it rather appeared too ev iden t ; for thefe people had 
got amongf l them the venereal d i f temper; and, as yet, I 
k n e w of no other way o f its r each ing them, but by an inter­
courfe w i t h their ne ighbours fince our l eav ing them. 

W c got f r o m our vifiters a quant i ty o f cuttle-fifh, for nai ls 
and pieces o f i ron . T h e y b rough t very little fruit and roots; 
but told us that they had plenty o f them on their i f land, as 
a l io hogs and fowls . In the even ing , the h o r i z o n b e i n g 
clear to the Weftward, we judged the Wefternmoft l and i n 
fight to be an ifland, feparated f r o m that off w h i c h we n o w 
were. H a v i n g no doubt that the people w o u l d re turn to the 
fhips next day, w i t h the produce o f their country, I kept 
p l y i n g off a l l n igh t , and i n the m o r n i n g ftood clofe i n fhore. F r i d a y 27. 

A t firfl , on ly a few o f the natives v i l i t cd u s ; but, toward 
noon, w c had the company of a good many , who brought 
w i t h t h e m bread-fruit , potatoes, tarro, or eddy roots, a few 
plantains, and f m a l l p i g s ; a l l o f w h i c h they exchanged for 
nails and i ron tools. Indeed, w c had n o t h i n g elfe to g ive 

3 Y 2 t hem. 
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'77 8- them, W e cont inued t rad ing w i t h t hem t i l l four o 'c lock 
November. . , 

v. —v- „> i n tne afternoon, w h e n , h a v i n g difpofed or a l l their cargoes, 
and not f ceming i n c l i n e d to fetch more , we made fa i l , and 
flood off fhore. 

W h i l e we were l y i n g to, t h o u g h the w i n d b l e w frefl i , I 
obferved that the fliips drif ted to the Eaft. Confequent ly , 
there m u f l have been a current fc t t ing i n that di rect ion. 
T h i s encouraged me to p ly to w i n d w a r d , w i th a v i ew to 
get round the Eafl end o f the i f land, and fo have the 

Monday 3o. whole lee-fide before us. In the afternoon o f the 30th, be­
i n g off the N o r t h Eaf l end o f the i f land, feveral canoes came 
off to the f l i ips . M o f l o f thefe be longed to a C h i e f n a m e d 
Terrceoboo, w h o came i n o n e o f u i . l i e m a d e me a pre­
fent o f two or three f m a l l p i g s ; and we got, by barter, 
f r o m the other people, a l i t t le fruit . Af te r a flay o f about 
two hours , they a l l left us, except fix or eight o f their c o m ­
pany, w h o chofe to r e m a i n on board. . A double fa i l ing ca­
noe came, foon after, to attend u p o n them ; w h i c h we tow­
ed aflern a l l n ight . In the evening , w c difcovered another 
if land to w i n d w a r d , w h i c h the natives ca l l Oivhyhee. T h e 
name of that, off w h i c h w c had been for fome days, we were 
alfo told, is Moivec 

December. On the i ft o f December, at e ight i n the m o r n i n g , O w h y -
Tiufdiy. I. j l c e e x t c m i C ( i f rom South 22° Eaf l , to South 12° W e f l ; and 

M o w e e f r o m N o r t h 4 1 0 to Nor th 83* Wef l . F i n d i n g that we 
cou ld fetch O w h y h e e , I flood for i t ; and our vifiters f r o m 
M o w e e not choofing to accompany us, embarked i n their 
canoe, and went afhore. A t feven in the evening, we wer^ 
clofe u p w i t h the N o r t h fide o f O w h y h e e where we fpent 
the n i^h t , Hand ing off and on . 

In 



Th the m o r n i n g o f the 2d, we were furpr ized to fee the 
f t immits o f the mounta ins on O w h y h e e covered w i t h - — - — / 

Wedncf. 2. 

fnow. T h e y d i d not appear to be o f any extraordinary 
h e i g h t ; and yet, i n fome places, the fnow feemed to be o f a 
confiderable depth, and to have l a i n there fome t ime. A s 
w c d rew near the fhore, fome o f the natives came off to us. 
T h e y were a l i t t le fhy at f i r f l ; but we foon enticed fome o f 
t h e m on board ; and at lafl prevai led upon them to re turn to 
the if land, and b r i n g off what we wanted. Soon after thefe 
reached the fhore, we had company e n o u g h ; and few 
c o m i n g empty-handed, we got a tolerable fupply of fma l l pigs, 
f rui t , and roots. W e cont inued t rading w i t h t hem t i l l fix i n 
the even ing ; w h e n we made fai l , and flood off, w i t h a v i ew 
o f p l y i n g to w i n d w a r d r o u n d the if land. 

I n the even ing of the 4 t h , we obferved an eclipfe o f the Friday 4 . 

m o o n . M r . Iving made ufe o f a night-telefcope, a c i rcu lar 
aperture be ing placed at the object end, about one- thi rd o f 
the fize o f the c o m m o n aperture. I obferved w i t h the tele-
fcopc of one o f Ramfden's fextants; w h i c h , I t h ink , anfwers 
this purpofe as w e l l as any other. T h e f o l l o w i n g times are 
the means, as obferved by us both. 

G h 3' 25" b e g i n n i n g of the eclipfe ) , ( 204 0 40' 45" 
8 h 27' 25" end of the eclipfe J i - o n g m i o c j ^ 0 ^ 

M e a n - -* 204° 35' of' 

T h e penumbra was vhible , at leaft ten minutes before the 
beg inn ing , and after the end of the eclipfe. I meafured the 
unechpfed part o f the moon , w i t h one o f Ramfden 's fextants, 
fevcral t imes before, at, and after the midd le of the ecl ipfe; 
but d id not get the t ime o f the midd le fo near as m i g h t have 
been effected by this method. Indeed thefe obfervations 

were 
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'773. 
December 

were made on ly as an experiment , w i thou t a i m i n g at m u c h 
nicety. I a l io meafured moft ly one w a y ; whereas I ought 
to have brought alternately the reflected and direct images 
to contrary fides, w i t h refpect to each o t h e r ; reading the 
numbers off the quadrant , i n one cafe, to the left o f the be­
g i n n i n g of the d iv i f ions ; and, i n the other cafe, to the r ight 
hand o f the fame. It is evident, that h a l f t h e f u m o f thefe 
two numbers muft be the true mcafurement , independent o f 
the error o f the quadran t ; and this is the method that I w o u l d 
r ecommend . 

Bu t I a m w e l l a l lured , that it m i g h t have been obferved 
m u c h nearer ; and that this method m a y be ufe fu l w h e n 
nei ther the b e g i n n i n g n o r e n d o f a n ec l ipfe c a n be obferved, 
w h i c h m a y often happen . 

Immedia te ly after the eclipfe was over, we obferved the 
diftance o f each l i m b o f the m o o n f rom Pollux and Arktis\ 
the one be ing to the Eaft, and the other to the Weft. A n op­
por tun i ty to obferve, under a l l thefe circumftanccs, f c l d o m 
happens ; but w h e n it does, it ough t not to be omit ted ; as, 
i n this cafe, the loca l errors to w h i c h thefe obfervations are 
l i ab le , deftroy each o the r ; w h i c h , i n a l l other cafes, w o u l d 
require the obfervations o f a w h o l e moon . T h e f o l l o w i n g 
are the remits o f thefe obfervat ions; 

TIT flf ' I \AricllS " q04'22' O7"? Q 
M y f e l f w i t h \ n > . , ' / m e a n 2-40 21' 5' 

J (Pollux - 204 3 0 4' 3 0 

\Arictis - 2Ql° 27' 45" 1 o n l 

M r . K i n g w i t h ] „ „ \ , [ m e a n 2040
 18' 20" 

to I Pollux - 204 9 13 J J 

M e a n o f the two means - 2040 19' 47" 
T h e t ime-keeper, at 4* 3 0 ' , to w h i c h t ime a l l ) , > 204 04 45 

the l una r obfervations are reduced - i 

The 
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T h e current w h i c h I have ment ioned, as fetting to the _ l77^ 
L } D e c e m b e r . 

Eaftward, had n o w ecafed ; for we gained but little by p ly - » ( — J 
i n g . O n the 6th, i n the even ing , be ing about five leagues Sunday & 

farther u p the coafl, and near the fhore, w c had fome traffic 
w i t h the natives. But , as it had furnifhed on ly a t r i f l ing 
fupply , I flood i n again the next m o r n i n g , w h e n we had a Monday 7. 

confiderable n u m b e r o f v i fners ; and we lay to, t rad ing w i t h 
them t i l l two i n the afternoon. B y that time, w c had 
procured pork , f rui t , and roots, fufficient for four or five 
days. W e then made fa i l , and cont inued to p ly to w i n d ­
ward . 

H a v i n g procured a quant i ty of fugar cane ; and h a v i n g , 
upon a t r ia l , made but a few days before, found that a 
f l rong decoction o f it produced a very palatable beer, 1 or­
dered fome more to be brewed, for our general ufe. But 
w h e n the cafk was n o w broached, not one of m y c r ew 
w o u l d even fo m u c h as taflc it. A s I had no mot ive i n 
p repa r ing this beverage, but to fave our fpirit for a colder 
c l imate , I gave m y f e l f no t rouble , ei ther by exer t ing autho­
r i ty , or by h a v i n g rccourfe to perfuafion, to prevai l u p o n 
t h e m to d r i n k i t ; k n o w i n g that there was no danger o f the 
fcurvy , fo l o n g as we cou ld get a p len t i fu l fupply o f other 
vegetables. But , that I m i g h t not be difappointed in m y 
views, I gave orders that no g rog fhould be fcrved in either 
fhip. I myfelf , and the officers, cont inued to make ufe o f 
this fugar-cane beer, whenever we cou ld get materials for 
b r e w i n g it. A few hops, o f w h i c h we had fome on board, 
improved it m u c h . It has the taflc o f new mal t beer ; and I 
believe no one w i l l doubt o f its be ing very whole fome. A n d 
yet m y inconfiderate c r ew al leged that it was in jur ious to 
their h e a l t h . 

T h e y 
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1773. T h e y had no better reafon to fupport a refolut ion, w h i c h 
December, . , 

v _ - ^ —^ they took on our far ft a r r iva l i n K i n g George's Sound, not to 
d r i n k the fpruce-beer made there. Bur , whether f rom a 
conhderat ion that it was not the firft t ime o f their b e i n g re­
qu i red to ufe that l i quo r , or f r o m fome other reafon, they 
d i d not attempt to carry their purpofe into actual execu­
tion ; and I had never heard o f it t i l l now, w h e n they renew­
ed their ignorant oppoli t ion to m y beft endeavours to ferve 
them. E v e r y innovat ion whatever, on board a fhip, t h o u g h 
ever fo m u c h to the advantage o f feamen, is fure to meet 
w i t h their higheft di fapprobat ion. Both portable foup, and 
four k rou t were, at firft, condemned as fluff unfit for h u ­
m a n beings. Few commanders have in t roduced into their 
fl i ips more novelties, as u fe fu l varieties of food a n d d r i n k , 
than I have done. Indeed few commanders have had the 
fame opportunit ies of t r y i n g fuch experiments, or been 
d r iven to the fame neccflity o f t r y i n g them. It has, h o w ­
ever, been, i n a great meafure, o w i n g to various li t t le dev i ­
ations f r o m eftablifhed practice, that I have been able to pre­
ferve m y people, genera l ly fpeaking , f r o m that dreadful 
diftempcr, the fcurvy, w h i c h has perhaps deftroyed more o f 
our failors, i n their peaceful voyages, than have fa l len by 
the enemy i n m i l i t a r y expeditions. 

13. I kep t at fome diftance f r o m the coaft, t i l l the 1 3 t h , w h e n 
I flood i n aga in , f i x leagues farther to w i n d w a r d than wc had 
as yet reached; and, after h a v i n g fome trade w i th the na­
tives w h o vifited us, re turned to fea. I fhould have got near 

j\:cf.iny i 5 . the fhore aga in on the 1 5 t h , for a fupply o f frui t or roots, 
but the w i n d happen ing to be at South Eaft by South, and 
South South Eaft, 1 thought this a good t ime to ftretch to 
the Eaftward, i n order to get r o u n d , or, at leaft, to get a 
fight of the South F a l l end of the if land. T h e w i n d con t i -

2 n u c d 



l i n e d at South Eafl: by South, moft part o f the 16th. It was *?78,-
J * D e c e m b e r . 

variable between South and Eaft on the 17th ; and o n the 1 . ' 
18th, it was con t inua l ly veer ing f rom one quarter to ano- ^ J f l B y J 6 , 

t h c r ; b l o w i n g , fometimes, i n hard fqua l l s ; and, at other Friday 18. 

t imes, c a l m , w i t h thunder , l i g h t n i n g , and ra in . I n the 
afternoon, we had the w i n d Wefter ly for a few h o u r s ; but 
i n the even ing it fhifted to Eaft by South, and we ftood to 
the Southward , clofe hauled , under an eafy fa i l , as the D i f ­
covery was at fome diftance aftern. A t this t ime the South 
Eaft point of the i f land bore Sou th Weft by South, about five 
leagues diftant; and I made no doubt that I fhould be able 
to weather i t . Bu t at one o 'clock, next m o r n i n g , it f e l l Saturday 19. 

c a l m , and we were left to the mercy o f a N o r t h Eafterly 
fwe l l , w h i c h impe l l ed u s fafl toward the l and ; fo that, l o n g 
before day-break, we faw l igh t s u p o n the fhore, w h i c h was 
not more than a league diftant. T h e n igh t was dark, w i t h 
thunder , l i g h t n i n g , and ra in . 

A t three o 'clock, the c a l m was fucceeded by a breeze f r o m 
the South Eaft by Eaft, b l o w i n g i n fqualls, w i t h ra in . W e 
ftood to the N o r t h Eaft, t h i n k i n g it the belt tack to clear the 
coaft; but, i f it had been day- l igh t , we fhould have chofen 
the other. At day break, the coaft was feen extending f r o m 
N o r t h by Weft, to South Weft by Weft ; a dreadful fur f 
b r e a k i n g upon the fhore, w h i c h was not more than h a l f a 
league diftant. It was evident, that w c had been i n the 
moft i m m i n e n t danger. N o r were we yet in fafety, the 
w i n d vee r ing more Eafter ly; fo that, for fome time, we d id 
but juft keep our diftance f rom the coaft. Wha t made ou r 
fituation more a l a r m i n g , was the leach-rope of the m a i n top-
fail g i v i n g way ; w h i c h was the occafion of the fail's be ing 
rent i n t w o ; and the two top-gallant fails gave way i n the 
fame manner , t h o u g h not h a l f w o r n out. B y t ak ing a fa -

V O L . II. 3 Z vourable 



1778. vourablc oppor tuni ty , we foon got others to the yards ; and 
D e c e m b e r . * * 0 ' 

^ — t h e n we left the l a n d aflern. T h e Difcovery , by b e i n g at 
fome diftance to the N o r t h , was never near the l a n d ; nor 
d id we fee her t i l l e ight o 'c lock. 

O n this occafion, I cannot he lp obferving, that I have a l ­
ways found , that the bolt-ropes to our fails have not been 
o f fufTicient ftrength or fubflance. T h i s , at different t imes, 
has been the fourcc o f infinite t rouble and vexa t ion ; and 
o f m u c h expence o f canvas, r u i n e d by their g i v i n g w a y . I 
w i f l i alfo, that I d id not t h i n k there is r o o m for r e m a r k i n g , 
that the cordage and canvas, and indeed a l l the other flores 
made ufe o f i n the navy , are not o f equal goodnefs w i t h 
thofe, i n general , ufed i n the m e r c h a n t fervice . 

It feems to be a very prevalent op in ion , amongf l nava l 
officers o f a l l r anks , that the k ing ' s flores are better than 
any others, .and that no fhips are fo w e l l fitted out as thofe 
o f the navy. U n d o u b t e d l y they are i n the r ight , as to the 
quant i ty , but, I fear, not as to the qua l i t y o f the flores. 
T h i s , indeed, is fe ldom tried ; for th ings are genera l ly 
condemned, or converted to fome other ufe, by fuch t ime as 
they are h a l f w o r n out. It is o n l y on fuch voyages as ours, 
that we have an oppor tuni ty of m a k i n g the t r i a l ; as o u r 
fi tuation makes it neceffary to wear every t h i n g to the very 
u tmof l *. 

* Captain Cook may, in part, be right in his companion of fome cordage ufed in 
thc King's fervice, with what is ufed in that of the merchants ; efpecially in time of 
war, when part of the cordage wanted in the navy is, from neceflity, made by con-
trad!. But it is well known, that there is no better cordage than what is made in the 
King's yards. This explanation of the preceding paragraph has been fubjoined, on 
the authority of a naval officer of diftinguiflied rank, and great profeflional ability, 
who has, at the fame time, recommended it as a neceflary precaution, that fliips 
fitted out on voyages of difcovery, fhould be furnifhed with no cordage but what is 
made in the King's yards ; and, indeed, that every article of their ftore, <jf every kind, 
fhould be the beft that can be made. 

As 



A s foon as day - l i gh t appeared, the natives afhore difplay- D |£78. 

ed a w h i t e f lag, w h i c h we conceived to be a fignal o f 1 ' 
peace and fr iendfhip. Some o f t h e m ventured out after us ; 
but the w i n d freshening, and it not b e i n g fafe to wai t , they 
were foon left aflern. 

In the afternoon, after m a k i n g another attempt to weather 
the Eaf lc rn extreme, w h i c h fai led, I gave it up, and r u n d o w n 
to the Difcovery. Indeed, it was o f no confequence to get r ound 
the i f l a n d ; for we had feen its extent to the South Eafl , 
w h i c h was the t h i n g I a i m e d at \ and, accord ing to the i n ­
fo rma t ion w h i c h we had got f r o m the natives, there is no 
other ifland to the w i n d w a r d o f this. H o w e v e r , as we were 
fo near the South Eaf l end o f it , and as the leafl fhift o f 
w i n d , i n our favour, w o u l d ferve to carry U S r ound , I d i d not 
w h o l l y g ive u p the idea o f w T eathering i t ; and therefore con­
t inued to p ly . 

O n the 20th, at noon , this South Eafl point bore South , Sunday zo. 

three leagues diflant ; the fnowy h i l l s W e l l N o r t h W e f l ; and 
we were about four mi les f r o m the nearefl fhore. In the af­
ternoon, fome o f the natives came off i n their canoes, 
b r i n g i n g w i t h them a f ew pigs and plantains. T h e latter 
were very acceptable, h a v i n g had no vegetables for fome 
days ; hut the fupply we n o w received was fo inconfider-
ablc, be ing bare ly fufficient for one day, that I ftood i n 
aga in the next m o r n i n g , t i l l w i t h i n three or four mi les o f Monday «« 

the l and , where we were met by a n u m b e r o f canoes, laden 
w i t h provifions. W e brought to, and cont inued t r ad ing 
w i t h the people i n t hem, t i l l four i n the af ternoon; w h e n , 
h a v i n g got a pretty good fupply , we made fai l , and ftretched 
off to the N o r t h w a r d . 

3 Z 2 I had 



L778- I had never met w i t h a behaviour fo free f r o m referve and 
December. 

—w» fufpicion, i n m y intercourfe w i t h any tribes of favages, as 
w e experienced i n the people o f this i f land. It was very 
c o m m o n for t h e m to fend u p into the fhip the feveral a r t i ­
cles they brought off for bar ter ; af terward, they w o u l d 
come i n themfelves, and m a k e their bargains on the quar ­
ter-deck. T h e people o f Otaheite, even after ou r repeated 
vifits, do not care to put fo m u c h confidence i n us. I infer 
f r o m this, that thofe o f O w h y h e e muft be more fa i th fu l i n 
the i r deal ings w i t h one another, than the inhabi tants o f 
Otaheite are. F o r i f l i t t le faith were obferved amongf l 
themfelves, they w o u l d not be fo ready to t ruf l ftrangers. It 
is alfo to be obferved, to their, honour , that they had never 
once attempted to cheat us i n exchanges, nor to c o m m i t a 
theft.. T h e y underf land t rad ing as w e l l as moft people ; 
and feemed to comprehend c lear ly the reafon o f our p l y i n g 
u p o n the coaft. For , t h o u g h they brought off provifions i n 
great plenty, pa r t i cu la r ly pigs, yet they kept u p thei r 
p r i c e ; and, rather than difpofe o f them for lefs than 
they thought they were wor th , w o u l d take them afhore 
aga in . 

Tu c/Uay22. O n the 2sd, at e ight i n the m o r n i n g , we tacked to the 
Sou thward w i t h a frefh breeze at Eaf l by N o r t h . A t noon, 
the lat i tude was 20 0 28' 30"; and the fnowy peak bore South 
Weft h a l f South . W e had a good v i e w o f it the preceding 
day, and the quant i ty o f fnow feemed to have increafed, 
and to extend lower d o w n the h i l l . I ftood to the Sou th 
Eaft t i l l m i d n i g h t , then tacked' to the N o r t h t i l l four i n the 

Wednef.23. m o r n i n g , w h e n we returned to the South Eaft tack ; and, as 
the w i n d was at N o r t h Eaft by Eaft, we had hopes o f wear 
the r ing the ifland. W e fhou ld have fuccecded, i f the w i n d 
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had not died away, and left us to the mercy o f a great fwe l l , D ^ 7 be 
w h i c h carr ied us faft toward the land, w h i c h was not two v —v-—* 
leagues diftant. A t length , we got our head off, and fome 
l i g h t puffs o f w i n d , w h i c h came w i t h fhowers o f r a in , put 
us out of danger. W h i l e we lay , as it were, becalmed, 
feveral o f the iflanders came off w i t h hogs, fowls, fruit , and 
roots. Out o f one canoe we got a goofe j w h i c h was about 
the fize o f a M u f c o v y duck . Its p l u m a g e was dark grey* 
and the b i l l and legs b lack . 

A t four i n the afternoon, after purchaf ing every t h i n g 
that the natives had brought off, w h i c h was f u l l as m u c h 
as we had occafion for, we made fai l , and ftretched to the 
N o r t h , w i t h the w i n d at Eaft N o r t h Eaft. At m i d n i g h t , we 
t a c k e d , and ftood to the South Eaf l . U p o n a fuppofit ion that 
the Difcovery w o u l d fee us tack, the f ignal was omi t t ed , bu t 
fhe d i d not fee us, as we afterward found , and cont inued 
ftanding to the Nor th ; for, at day- l ight next m o r n i n g , Thurfdayz** 

fhe was not i n fight. A t this t ime, the weather be ing hazy, 
w e could not fee f a r ; fo that it was poflible the Difcovery 
m i g h t be f o l l o w i n g u s ; and, be ing pa i l the N o r t h Eaft part 
o f the if land, I was tempted to fland on , t i l l , by the w i n d 
vee r ing to N o r t h Eaft, we could not weather the land u p o n 
the other t a c k . C o n f e q u e n t l y w e cou ld n o t fland to the 
Nor th , to j o i n , or look for, the Difcovery. A t noon, we 
were , b y obfervation, i n the lati tude o f 1 9 ° 5 5 ' , and i n the 
long i tude of 205° 3' ; the South Eaft point o f the i f land 
bore Sou th by Eaft a quarter Ea f l , fix leagues dif tant ; the 
other extreme bore N o r t h , 6o° Wef t ; and we were two 
leagues f r o m the neareft fhore. At fix i n the evening, the 
Southernmof l extreme o f the if land bore South Weft, the 

neareft fhore feven or e ight mi les dif tant ; fo that we had 
now 



_ 1778- n o w fuccecded i n get t ing to the w i n d w a r d of the ifland> 
December. , . 

— v — w h i c h we had a i m e d at w i t h fo m u c h perfeverance. 
T h e Difcovery , however , was not yet to be feen. B u t 

the w i n d , as we had it , be ing very favourable for her to 
f o l l o w us, I conc luded , that it w o u l d not be l o n g before fhe 
jo ined us. I therefore kept c r u i z i n g off this South Eaf l 
point o f the if land, w h i c h lies i n the lati tude o f i9°34', 
and i n the longi tude o f 205° 6', t i l l I was fatisfied that Cap­
ta in C le rke cou ld not j o i n me here. I n o w conjectured, that 
he had not been able to weather the N o r t h Eaf l part o f the 
i i l a n d , and had gone to leeward i n order to meet m c that 
way . 

A s I generally kept from five to ten leagues from the land, 
Monday 28. no canoes, except one, came off to us t i l l the 28th; w h e n 

w c were vifited by a dozen or fourteen. T h e people w h o 
conducted them, brought , as ufual , the produce o f the 
i f land. I was very forry that they had taken the trouble to 
come fo far. F o r we c o u l d not trade w i t h them, ou r o l d 
f lock not be ing , as yet, confumed ; and we had found , by 
late experience, that the hogs cou ld not be kept a l ive, nor 
the roots preferved f rom putrefaction, m a n y days. H o w ­
ever, I intended not to leave this part o f the i i l and before I 
got a f u p p l y ; as it w o u l d not be eafy to re tu rn to it aga in , 
i n cafe it fhou ld be found ncccfTary. 

Wedncf. 30. W e began to be i n want on the 30th; and I w o u l d have 
flood i n near the fhore, but was prevented by a ca lm ; but a 
breeze fp r i ng ing up , at m i d n i g h t , f r o m South and South 
Weft, we were enabled to fland i n for the l and at day-break. 

Thurfday3i. A t ten o 'c lock i n the m o r n i n g , wc were met by the i i l and -
ers w i t h fruit and roots ; but, i n a l l the canoes, were o n l y 
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three fma l l p igs . O u r not h a v i n g bought thofe w h i c h had D t ! c
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been lately b rought off, m a y be fuppofed to be the reafon of * w 
this very fcanty fupp ly . W e brought to, for the purpofes o f 
t rade; but, foon after, ou r m a r k e t i n g was interrupted by a 
very ha rd ra in ; and, befides, we were rather too far f r o m 
the more . N o r dur f l I go nearer; f o r i could not depend 
u p o n the w ind ' s r e m a i n i n g where it was for a m o m e n t ; 
the fwel l alfo b e i n g h i g h , and fetting ob l ique ly u p o n the 
fhore, againft w h i c h it b roke i n a f r igh t fu l ftirf. In the 
even ing the weather m e n d e d ; the n igh t was clear, and it 
was fpent i n m a k i n g fhort boards. 

Before day-break, the atmofphere was aga in loaded w i t h I779-

n 1 • January 

heavy c louds ; and the n e w year was ufnered i n w i t h very Friday i 

hard ra in , w h i c h cont inued , at intervals, t i l l paft ten o 'c lock. 
T h e w i n d was Sou the r l y ; a l i g h t breeze, w i t h fome ca lms . 
W h e n the ra in ceafed the fky cleared, and the breeze frefh -
ened. Be ing , at this t ime, about five mi les f rom the land , 
feveral canoes ar r ived w i t h frui t and roots; and, at laft, 
fome hogs were brought off. W e lay to, t rad ing w i t h t h e m 
t i l l three o 'c lock i n the afternoon ; w h e n , h a v i n g a tolerable 
fupply , we made fa i l , w i t h a v i e w o f proceeding to the 
N o r t h Weft, or lee-fide o f the i i l and , to look for the D i f co ­
very. It was neceffary, however , the w i n d b e i n g at South, 
to ftretch firft to the Eaftward, t i l l m i d n i g h t , w h e n the 
w i n d came more favourable, and we went upon the other 
tack. For feveral days paft, both w i n d and weather had 
been exceedingly unfett led ; and there fe l l a great deal o f 
ra in . 

T h e three f o l l o w i n g days were fpent i n r u n n i n g d o w n Saturday s 
the South Eaft fide o f the if land. For, d u r i n g the nights wc S u n d a y 3 -

i • , • Monday 4. 
flood off and o n ; and part o f each day, was employed i n l y i n g -



|2?«r' t o ' * n o r a < e r t 0 faraifli an oppor tuni ty to the natives, o f 
—v-—» t rad ing w i t h us. T h e y fometimes came on board, w h i l e w e 

were five leagues f r o m the fhore. But , whether f r o m a 
fear o f lofmg their goods i n the fea, or f r o m the uncer ta inty 
o f a marke t , they never brought m u c h w i t h t hem. T h e 
p r i n c i p a l article procured was fait, w h i c h was ext remely 
good. 

Friday 5. G n the 5th i n the m o r n i n g , we paffed the South point o f 
the if land, w h i c h lies i n the lat i tude o f 180 54' j and beyond 
i t w e found the coaft to trend N o r t h , 6o° Weft. O n this 
point flands a pretty large v i l l age , the inhabitants o f w h i c h 
thronged off to the fhip w i t h hogs and women. It was not 
poflible to keep the latter f r o m c o m i n g o n b o a r d ; a n d no 
w o m e n , I ever met w i t h , were lefs refcrved. Indeed, it ap­
peared to me, that they vifited us w i t h no other v iew, than 
to m a k e a furrender o f their perfons. A s I had now got a 
quan t i ty o f fait, I purchafed no hogs but fuch as were fit 
for f a k i n g ; refufing a l l that were under fize. However , we 
cou ld fe ldom get any above fifty or fixty pounds we igh t . 
It was happy for us, that we had ft i l l fome vegetables o n 
board ; for we n o w received few fuch productions. Indeed, 
this part of the count ry , f r o m its appearance, d id not feem 
capable o f affording them. M a r k s o f its h a v i n g been l a i d 
wafle by the explofion o f a volcano, every where prefented 
themfe lves ; and t h o u g h we had, as yet, feen n o t h i n g l i k e 
one u p o n the ifland, the devaflation that it had made, i n 
this ne ighbourhood , was v i ab l e to the naked eye. 

T h i s part o f the coaft is f l ickered f rom the r e i g n i n g w i n d s ; 
but we could find no bottom to anchor u p o n ; a l ine o f an 
hundred and fixty fathoms not r each ing it, w i t h i n the dif­
tance o f h a l f a m i l e f r o m the fhore. T h e iflanders h a v i n g 
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a l l left us, toward the evening:, w c ran a few miles down T
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o ' January. 

the coa f l ; and then fpent the n igh t Hand ing off and on, * — » 
T h e next m o r n i n g , the natives vifited us again , b r i n g i n g Wednef. 6. 

w i t h them the fame articles o f commerce as before. B e i n g 
now near the fhore, I fent M r . B l i g h , the Maf ler , i n a boat, 
to found the coafl, w i t h orders to land, and to look for frefl i 
water. U p o n his re turn, he reported, that, at two cables 
lengths f rom the fhore, he had found no foundings w i t h a 
l ine o f one hundred and fixty f a t h o m s ; that, w h e n he 
landed, he found no flream or fpring, but on ly ra in-water , 
dcpofited i n holes u p o n the r o c k s ; and even that was 
b rack i fh , f rom the fpray o f the fea; and that the furface o f 
the country was ent irely compofed of flags and afhes, w i t h 
a few plants here and there interfperfed. Between ten and 
eleven, we faw w i t h pleafure the Difcovery c o m i n g r o u n d 
the South point o f the ifland ; and , at one i n the afternoon, 
fl ic jo ined us. Capta in C le rke then c o m i n g on board, i n ­
fo rmed me , that he had cruifed four or five days where we 
were feparated, and then p l ied round the Eafl fide o f the 
i f l a n d ; but that, mee t ing w i t h unfavourable w inds , he had 
been carried to fome diflance f rom the coafl. f ie had one 
of the iflanders on board, a l l this t i m e ; w h o had remained 
there f r o m cho ice , a n d h a d r e f u f e d to q u i t the fhip, t hough 
opportunit ies had offered. 

H a v i n g fpent the n igh t Hand ing off and on , we flood Thurfday; . 

i n again the next m o r n i n g , and w h e n we were about a 
league f rom the fhore, m a n y of the natives vifited us. A t 
noon, the obferved lati tude was 19* 1', and the longi tude , 
by the t ime-keeper, was 2030 26'; the ifland extending f rom 
South, 740 Eaf l , to N o r t h , 1 3 ° W e f l ; the nearefl part two 
leagues diflant. 
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A t day-break on the 8th, w e found , that the currents, 
d u r i n g the n ight , w h i c h we fpent i n p l y i n g , had carr ied us 
back confiderably to w i n d w a r d ; fo that we were n o w off the 
Sou th W e f l point o f the i f land. The re w e brought to, i n 
order to give the natives an oppor tuni ty o f t rad ing w i t h us . 
A t noon , our obferved lati tude was 190 i ' , and ou r l o n g i ­
tude, by the t ime-keeper , was 2030 13'; the South Weft 
point o f the i i l and bear ing N o r t h , 300 E a f l ; two m i l e s 
diflant. 

Saturday 9 . W e fpent the n igh t as ufual , f l and ing off and on . It hap ­
pened, that four m e n and ten w o m e n w h o had come o n 
board the preceding day, f l i l l r ema ined w i t h us. A s I d i d 
not l i k e the company o f the latter, I flood i n fhore toward 
noon, p r inc ipa l ly w i t h a v i e w to get them out o f the f h i p ; . 
and fome canoes c o m i n g off, I took that oppor tuni ty o f 
fending away our gucfls . 

W e had l igh t airs f r o m N o r t h W e f l and South W e f l , and 
S u a * ? 10. ca lms , t i l l eleven i n the m o r n i n g of the 10th, w h e n the w i n d 

frefhened at W e f l N o r t h W e f l , w h i c h , w i t h a f l rong current 
l e t t ing to the South Eaf l , fo m u c h retarded us, that, i n the 
even ing , between feven and e ight o 'clock, the South point 
o f the i i l and bore N o r t h , io*.* W e f l , four leagues diflant,. 
T h e South fnowy h i l l n o w bore N o r t h , E a f l . 

Monday i i . A t four i n the m o r n i n g o f the n t h , the w i n d h a v i n g 
fixqd at Wef l , I flood i n for the land, i n order to get fome 
refrefhmcnts. As we drew near the fhore, the natives be­
g a n to conic off. W e lay to, or flood on and off, t r ad ing 
w i t h t hem a l l the d a y ; but got a very fcanty fupply at lafh 
M a n y canoes vifited us, whofe people had not a fingle 
t h i n g to bar ter ; w h i c h convinced us, that this part o f the 
ifland m u f l be very poor, and that we had already got a l l 
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that they cou ld fpare, W e fpent the 12th, p l v i n g off and *779-
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o n , w i t h a frefh gale at Wef l . A m i l e f rom the fhore, and \ 
to the N o r t h Ea f l o f the South point o f the ifland, h a v i n g r u e f d a y 

t r ied foundings, we found g round at fifty-five fathoms 
d e p t h ; the bo t tom a fine fand. A t five i n the evening, we 
flood to the South W e l l , w i t h the w i n d at W e f l N o r t h Weft ; 
a n d foon after m i d n i g h t we had a c a l m . 

A t eight o 'c lock next m o r n i n g , h a v i n g got a fma l l breeze Wednef. 

at South Sou th Eaf l , we fleered to the N o r t h N o r t h W e d , i n 
for the land . Soon after, a few canoes came along-fide w i t h 
fome hogs, but w i thou t any vegetables, w h i c h articles we 
m o f l wanted. W re had n o w made fome progrefs ; for at 
noon the South point o f the if land bore South, 8 6 ^ E a f l ; the 
Sou th W e l l point N o r t h , 13 0 W e f l ; the neareft more two 
leagues diftant; lat i tude, by obfervation, 18 0 56 ' , and our 
long i tude , by the t ime-keeper , 203° 4 0 ' . W c had got the 
l e n g t h o f the South Weft point o f the ifland i n the e v e n i n g ; 
but the w i n d n o w veer ing to the Wef tward and Nor thward , 
d u r i n g the n i g h t w c lof l a l l that we had gained. Next 
m o r n i n g , b e i n g ftill off the South Weft point o f the if land, Thurfda y i |« 

fome canoes came off; but they brought no th ing that we 
were i n want of. W e had n o w nei ther fruit nor roots, and 
were under a necelTity o f m a k i n g ufe o f fome of our fca-
provifions. A t length , fome canoes f rom the N o r t h w a r d 
b rought us a fma l l fupply o f hogs and roots. 

W e had variable l i gh t airs next to a c a l m , the f o l l o w i n g Friday 15-

day, t i l l five i n the afternoon, w h e n a fmal l breeze at Eaft N o r t h 
Eaft f p r i ng ing up , we were at laft enabled to fleer a long fhore 
to the N o r t h w a r d . T h e weather be ing fine, wc had plenty o f 
company this day, and abundance of every th ing . M a n y o f 
o f our vifiters remained w i t h us o n b o a r d a l l n ight , and we 
towed their canoes aftcrn. 
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•779- Ac day-break on the 16th, feeing the appearance of a bay, 
* ' I fent M r . B l i g h , w i t h a boat f rom each fhip, to examine it, 
Saturday 16, . . . . „ 

be ing at this t ime three leagues off. Canoes n o w began to 
arr ive f rom al l parts; fo that before ten o 'clock, there were 
not fewer than a thoufand about the two fl i ips, mof l o f 
t h e m crowded w i t h people, and w e l l laden w i t h hogs and 
other productions o f the ifland. W c had the mof l fatisfy-
i n g proof o f their f r iendly in ten t ions ; for we did not fee a 
fingle perfon w h o had w i t h h i m a weapon o f any fort. 
Trade and curioficy alone had brought them off. A m o n g 
fuch numbers as we had, at t imes, on board, it is no w o n ­
der that fome fhould betray a th ievif l i difpofition. One o f 
ou r vifiters took out o f the fhip a boat's rudder. H e was 
difcovered ; but too late to recover it. i t h u u g h c rtits a good 
oppor tuni ty to fhew thefe people the ufe o f f i re -arms; and 
two or three mufquets, and as m a n y four-pounders , were 
fired over the canoe, w h i c h carried off the rudder . As it 
was not intended that any o f the fliot fhould take effect, the 
fu r round ing mul t i tude o f natives feemed rather more fur-
p r i zed than fr ightened. 

In the evening, M r . B l i g h returned, and reported, that he 
had found a bay i n w h i c h was good anchorage, and frefh 
water , i n a fi tuation tolerably eafy to be come at. Into this 
bay, I refolved to carry the fhips, there to refit, and fupp ly 
ourfelves w i t h every refrefhment that the place cou ld afford. 
A s n ight approached, the greater part o f o u r vifiters ret ired 
to the fhore ; but numbers of them requcflcd our permif l ion 
to fleep on board. Curiof i ty was not the on ly mot ive , at leaft 

Sunday i 7 , w i t h f o m e ; for, the next m o r n i n g , feveral things were 
mi f f ing , w h i c h determined me not to entertain fo m a n y 
another n ight . 
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At eleven o 'c lock i n the forenoon, we anchored i n the / 7 7 ' 
janu< 

bay ( w h i c h is called by the natives Karakakooi\ i n thirteen ' 
fathoms water, over a fandy bottom, and about a quarter 
of a m i l e f r o m the N o r t h Eaft more. In this fituation, the 
South point o f the bay bore South by W e f t ; and the N o r t h 
point Weft h a l f N o r t h . W e moored w i t h the ftream-anchor 
and cable, to the Nor thward , unbent the fails, and ftruck 
yards and top-marts. T h e mips cont inued to be m u c h 
crowded w i t h natives, and were furrounded by a mul t i tude 
o f canoes. I had no where, i n the courfe o f m y voyages, 
feen fo numerous a body o f people affcmbled at one place. 
For, befides thofe w h o had come off to us i n canoes, a l l the 
fhore o f the bay was covered w i t h fpeclators, and m a n y 
hundreds were f w i m m i n g round the mips l i k e fhoals o f 
fifh. W e cou ld not but be ftruck w i t h the f ingular i ty o f this 
fcene; and perhaps there were few on board w h o now l a ­
mented our h a v i n g fa i led i n our endeavours to find a 
Nor the rn paffage h o m e w a r d , laft fummer . T o this difap-
pointment we owed our h a v i n g it i n o u r power to revifit the 
Sandwich Iflands, and to en r i ch o u r voyage w i t h a difcovery 
w h i c h , t hough the laft, feemed, i n m a n y refpecfts, to be the 
moft important that had hi ther to been made by Europeans, 
throughout the extent o f the Pacific Ocean. 

[e3* Here Captain Cook's journal ends. The remaining tranfaclions 
of the voyage are related by Captain King, in the third Volume.] 
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