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PACIFIC OCEAN.

BOOK V.,

Ca.ptain King’s Journal of the Tranfactions
on returning to the Sandwich Iflands.

CHAP L

Defeription of Karakakooa Bay.—Vaft Concourfe of the
Natives—Power of the Chicfs over the inferior People.—
PVifit from Koab, a Prief} and Warrior.—The Morai
at Kakooa defcribed,—Ceremonies at the Landing of
Captain Caook—Obfervatories erefted.—Powerful Ope-
ration of the Taboo.~Method of falting Pork in tropical
Climates,—Saciety of Priefts difcovered. —Their Hofpi-
tality and Munificence.~Reception of Captain Cook.—
Ayrtifice of Koab.—Arrival of Terreeoboo, King of the
Hland — Singular Ceremony ~—Vifit from the King.—
Returned by Captain Cook,

ifland of Owhyhee, in a diftrict called Akona. It is
about a mile in depth, and bounded by two low
points of land, at the diftance of half a league, and bearing
South South Eaft and North North Weft from each other,
Vor. 111, B On

KARAKAKOOA Bay is fituated on the Weft fide of the

1779-
January.
Sunday 17.
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January,

A-VODREAGE TO

On the North poin-t, which is flat and barren, flands the
village of Kowrowa ; and in the bottom of the bay, near a
groveof tallcocoa-nut trees, there is another village of a more
confiderable fize, called Kakooa : between them, runs a high
rocky cliff, inacceflible from the fea fhore. On the South
fide, the coaft, for about a mile inland, has a rugged ap-
pearance; beyond which the country rifes with a gradual
afcent, and is overfpread with cultivated inclofures and
groves of cocoa-nut trees, where the habitations of the na-
tives are {cattered in great numbers. The fhore, all round
the bay, is covered with a black coral rock, which makes
the landing very dangerous in rough weather; except at the
village of Kakooa, where there is a fine fandy beach, with
a Morai, or burying-place, at one extremity, and a {mall
well of frefh water, at the other. This bay appearing to
Captain Cook a proper place to refit the fhips, and lay in an
additional fupply of water and provifions, we moored on the
North fide, about a quarter of a mile from the fhore, Kow-
rowa bearing North Welft.

As foon as the inhabitants perceived our intention of
anchoring in the bay, they came off from the fhore in afto-
nifhing numbers, and exprefled their joy by fingingand fhout-
ing, and exhibiting a varicty of wildand extravagant geftures.
The fides, the decks, and rigging of both thips were foon
completely covered with them; and a multitude of women
and boys, who had not been able to get canoes, came fwim-
ming round us in fhoals ; many of whom, not finding room
on board, remained the whole day playing in the water.

Among the chiefs who came on board the Refolution,
was a young man, called Pareea, whom we {oon perceived
to be a perfon of great authority, On prefenting himfelf to

2 Captain
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Captain Cook, he told him, that he was Yakanee * to the king

1779:

Jaunaty,

of the ifland, who was at that time engaged on a military ‘s

expedition at Mowee, and was expected to return within
three or four days. A few prefents from Captain Cook
.attached him entirely to our interelts, and he became ex-
ceedingly ufeful to us in the management of his country-
men, as we had foon occafion to experience. For we had
not been long at anchor, when it was obferved that the
Difcovery had fuch a number of people hanging on one
fide, as occafioned her to heel confiderably; and that the
men were unable to keep off the crowds which continued
prefling into her. Captain Cook, being apprehenfive that
ihe might fuffer fome injury, pointed out the danger to
Pareea, who immediately went to their afliftance, cleared
the fhip of its incumbrances, and drove away the canoes
that furrounded her.

The authority of the chiefs over the inferior people ap-
peared, from this incident, to be of the moit defpotic kind,
A fimilar inftance of it happened the fame day on board the
Refolution; where the crowd being fo great, as to impede

the neceflary bufinefs of the thip, we were obliged to have'

recourfe to the affitance of Kaneena, another of their chiefs,
who had likewife attached himfelf to Captain Cook., The
%nconvenience we laboured under being made known, he
Immediately ordered his countrymen to quit the veflel; and
Wwe were not a little furprized to fee them jump overboard,
without a moment’s hefitation ; all except one man, who
loitering behind, and fhewing fome unwillingnefs to obeys

* We afterward met with feveral others of the fame denomination ; but whether it
be an office, or fome degree of affinity, we could never learn with certainty.

B 2 Kaneecna
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Kaneena took him up in his arms, and threw him into the
fea.

Both thefe chiefs were men of ftrong and well-pro-
portioned bodies, and of countenances remarkably pleafing.
Kaneena efpecially, whofe portrait Mr. Webber has drawn,
was one of the fineft men I ever faw. He was about fix feet
high, had regular and expreflive features, with lively, dark
eyes; his carriage was eafy, firm, and graceful.

It has been already mentioned, that during our long
cruize off this ifland, the inhabitants had always behaved
with great fairnefs and honefty in their dealings, and had
not thewn the flighteft propenfity to theft; which appeared
to us the more extraordinary, becaufe thofe with whom we
had hitherto held any intercourfe, were of the loweft rank,
either fervants or fithermen. We now found the cafe ex-
ceedingly altered. The immen{e crowd of iflanders, which

~ blocked up every part of the fhips, not only afforded fre-

quent opportunity of pilfering without rifk of difcovery,
but our inferiority in number held forth a profpe& of
efcaping with impunity in cafe of detedion. Another cir-
cumftance, to which we awributed this alteration in their
behaviour, was the prefence and encouragement of their
chiefs 5 for generally tracing the booty into the pofleflion
of fome men of confequence, we had the flrongeft reafon
to fufpect that thefe depredations were committed at their
inftigation.

Soon after the Refolution had got into her ftation, our
two friends, Pareea and Kaneena, brought on board a third
chief, named Koah, who, we were told, was a prieft, and

had been, in his youth, a diftinguifhed warrior, He was
' a little
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a little old man, of an emaciated figure; his eyes exceed-

1779
January.

Y

ingly fore and red, and his body covered with a white le- ‘==’

prous fcurf, the effeés of an immoderate ufe of the awva.
Being led into the cabin, he approached Captain Cook with
great veneration, and threw over his thoulders a piece of
red cloth, which he had brought along with him. Then
flepping a few paces back, he made an offering of a fmall
pig, which he held in his hand, whilft he pronounced a
difcourfe that lafted for a confiderable time. This ceremony
was frequently repeated during our flay at Owhyhee, and
appeared to us, from many circumftances, to be a fort of
religious adoration. Their idols we found always arrayed
with red cloth, in the fame manner as was done to Captain
Cook; and a fmall pig was their ufual offering to the Eatooas.
Their fpeeches, or prayers, were uttered too with a readinefs

and volubility that indicated them to be according to fome
formulary.

When this ceremony was over, Koah dined with Captain
Cook, eating plentifully of what was fet before him; but,
like the reft of the inhabitants of the iflands in thefe
Seas, could fcarcely be prevailed on to tafte a fecond time

our wine or {pirits. In the evening, Captain Cook, attended
by Mr. Bayly and myfelf, accompanied him on thore. We
landgd at the beach, and were received by four men, who
Carried wands tipt with dog’s hair, and marched before us,
Pronouncing with a loud voice a thort fentence, in which

We could only diftinguith the word Orono *,  The crowd,
* Captain Cook generally went by this name amongft the natives of Owhyhee;
bu_t we could never learn its precife meaning. Sometimes they applied it to an invifible
be'ﬂga who, they faid, lived in the heavens. We alfo found that it was a title be-
lcngmg to a perfonage of great rank and power in the ifland,  who refembles pretty
much the Delai Lama of the Tartars, and the ecclefiaftical emperor of Japan,

which
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-which had been colletted on the fhore, retired at our ap-
proach ; and not a perfon was to be feen, except a few lying
-proftrate on the ground, near the huts of the adjoining
village.

‘Before 1 proceed to relate the adoration that was paid to
Captain Cook, and the peculiar ceremonies with which he
was received on this fatal ifland, it will be neceflary to de-
fcribe the Morai, fituated, as 1 have already mentioned, at
the South fide of the beach at Kakosa. It was a {quare folid
pile of ftones, about forty yards long, twenty broad, and
fourteen in height. The top was flat, and well paved, and fur-
rounded by a wooden rail, on which were fixed the fculls of
the captives, facrificed on the death of their chiefs. In the
centre of the area, ftood a ruinous old building of wood,
conneéed with the rail, on each fide, by a ftone wall, which

divided the whole fpace into two parts. On the fide next

the country, were five poles, upward of twenty feet high,
fupporting an irregular kind of {caffold; on the oppofite
fide, toward the fea, ftood two{mall houfes, with a covered
communication. '

We were conducted by Koah to the top of this pile by
an cafy afcent, leading from the beach to the North Weft
corner of the area. At the entrance, we faw two large
wooden images, with features violently diftorted, and a
Tong piece of carved wood, of a conical form inverted, rifing
from the top of their heads; the reft was without form, and
wrapped round with red cloth. We were here met by a
tall young man with a long beard, who prefcnfcd Captain
Cook to the images, and after chanting a kind of hymn,
in which he was joined by Koah, they led us to that end of
the AMoraz, where the five poles were fixed. At the foot -of

them
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them were twelve images ranged in a femicircular form, and
“before the middle figure, ftood a high fland or table, exa&!y
refembling the Whatta* of Otaheite, on which lay a putrid

hog, and under it pieces of fugar-cane, cocoa-puts, bread-

~ fruit, plantains, and fweet potatoes. Koah having placed
the Captain under this ftand, took down the hog, and hc‘ld
it toward him ; and afier having a fecond time addreﬂcq
him in a long fpeech, pronounced with much vehemence
and rapidity, he let it fall on the ground, and led him to
the f{caflolding, which they began to climb together, not
without great rifk of falling. At this time we faw, coming
in folemn proceflion, at the entrance of the top of the Morai,
ten men carrying a live hog, and a large picce of red cloth.
Being advanced a few paces, they ftopped, and proftrated
themfelves; and Kaireckeea, the young man above-men-
tioned, went to them, and receiving the cloth, carried it
to Koah, who wrapped it round the Captain, and afterward

offered him the hog, which was brought by Kaireekeca with
the fame ceremony.

Whilit Captain Cook was aloft, in this aukward fituation,
fwathed round with red cloth, and with difficulty keeping
his hold amongft the pieces of rotten fcaffolding, Kaireckeea
and Koah began their office, chanting fometimes in concert,
and fometimes alternately. This lafted a confiderable time;
at length Koah let the hog drop, when he and the Caprain
defcended together. He then led him to the images before
mentioned, and having faid fomething to each in a fneer-
ing tone, {fnapping his fingers at them as he pafled, he
brought him to that in the center, which, from its being

* See Captain Cook’s former Voyage.
covered
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covered with red cloth, appeared to be in greater eftimation
than the reft. Before this figure he proftrated himfelf, and
kiffed it, defiring Captain Cook to do the fame; who fuffered
himfelf to be direfted by Koah throughout the whole of
this ceremony.

We were now led back into the other divifion of the Morai,
where there was a fpace, ten or twelve feet fquare, funk
about three feet below the level of the area. Into this we
defcended, and Captain Cook was feated between two
wooden idols, Koah fiipporting one of his arms, whilft I
was defired to fupport the other. At this time, arrived a
fecond proceffion of natives, carrying a baked hog, and a
pudding, fome bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, and other vege-
tables. When they approached us, Kaireekeea put himfelf
at their head, and prefenting the pig to Captain Cook in
the ufual manner, began the fame kind of chant as be,
fore, his companions making regular refponfes. We ob-
ferved, that after every refponfe, their parts became gra-
dually fhorter, till, toward the clofe, Kaireekeca’s confifted
of only two or three words, which the reft anfwered by the
word Orano.

When this offering was concluded, which lafted a quarter
of an hour, the natives fat down, fronting us, and began
to cut up the baked hog, to peel the vegetables, and break
the cocoa-nuts; whilit others employed themfelves in brew-
ing the awva; which is done, by chewing it in the fame
manner as at the Friendly Iflands. Kaireekeea then took
part of the kernel of a cocoa-nut, which he chewed, and
wrapping it in a piece of cloth, rubbed with it the Captain’s
face, head, hands, arms, and fhoulders. The ava was

3 then
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then handed round, and after we had tafted it, Koah and
Pareea began to pull the fleth of the hog in pieces, and to
put it into our mouths. I had no great objection to being
fed by Pareea, who was very cleanly in his perfon; but
Captain Cook, who was ferved by Koah, recolle¢ting the
putrid hog, could not fwallow a morfel; and his reluctance,
as may be fuppofed, was not diminithed, when the old man,
according to his own mode of civility, had chewed it for
him. |

When this laft ceremony was finithed, which Captain
Cook put an end to as foon as he decently could, we quitted
the Morai, after diftributing amongft the people fome pieces
of iron and other trifles, with which they feemed highly
gratified. The men with wands conduced us to the boats,
repeating the fame words as before. The people again re-
tired, and- the few that remained, proftrated themfelves as
we pafled along the thore. We immediately went on board,
our minds full of what we had feen, and extremely well
fatisfied with the good difpofitions of our new friends. The
meaning of the various ceremonies, with which we had
been received, and which, on account of their novelty and
fingularity, have been related at length, can only be the
fubjeét of conjectures, and thofe uncertain and partial :
they were, however, without doubr, expreflive of high re-
fpect on the part of the natives; and, as far as related to

the perfon of Captain Cook, they feemed approaching to
adoration.

The next morning, I went on fhore with a guard of eight
Marines, including the corporal and licutenant, having or-
ders to eret the obfervatory in fuch a fituation as might

beft enable me to fuperintend and protect the waterers, and
Vou, III. < the
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the other working parties that were to be on fhore. As
we were viewing a {pot conveniently fituated for this pur-
pofe, in the middle of the village, Parcea, who was always
ready to thew both his power and his good will, offered to
pull down fome houfes that would have obftruted our ob-
{ervations. However, we thought it proper to decline this
offer, and fixed on a field of {weet potatoes adjoining to the
Morai, which was readily granted us; and the priefts, to
prevent the intrufion of the natives, immediately confe-
crated the place, by fixing their wands round the wall by
which it was inclofed.

This fort of religious interdiction they call zaboo ; a word
we heard often repeated, during our ftay amongft thefe
iflanders, and found to be of very powerful and extenfive
operation. -A more particular explanation of it will be
given in the general account of thefe iflands, under the
article of religion ; at prefent it is only neceflary to obferve;
that it procured us even more ‘privacy than we defired. No
canoes ever prefumed to land near us; the nartives fat on
the wall, but none offered to come within the tabsoed {pace,
till he had obtained our permiffion. But though the men,
at our requeft, would come acrofs the field with provifions,
yet not all our endeavours could prevail on the women to:
approach us. Prefentswere tried, but without effect; Pareea
and Koah were tempted to bring them, but in vain; we
were invariably anfwered, that the Eatooz and Terreeoboo
(which was the name of their king) would kill them. This
circumftance afforded no fmall matter of amufement to our
friends on board, where the crowds of people, and parti-
cularly of women, that continued to flock thither, obliged
them almoft every hour to clear the veflel, in order to have

room
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room to do the neceffary duties of the fhip. On thefe oc-
cafions, two or three hundred women were frequently made
to jump into the water at once, where they continued {fwim-
ming and playing about, till they could again procure ad-
mittance.

From the 1gth to the 24th, when Parcea and Koah left us
to attend Terreeoboo, who had landed on fome other part
of the ifland, nothing very material happened on board.
The caulkers were fet to work on the fides of the fhips, and
the rigging was carefully overhauled and repaired. The
falting of hogs for fea-ftore was alfo a conftant, and one of
the principal objeéts of Captain Cook’s attention. As the
fuccefs we met with in this experiment, during our prefent
voyage, was much more complete than it had been in anp
former attempt of the fame kind, it may not be improper
to give an account of the detail of the operation.

It has generally been thought impracticable to cure the
fleth of animals by falting, in tropical climates; the pro-
grefs of putrefacion being fo rapid, as not to allow time
for the falt to take (as they exprefs it) before the meat gets
a taint, which prevents the effe&t of the pickle. We do not
find that experiments relative to this fubje@ have been made
by the navigators of any nation before Captain Cook. In
his firft trials, which were made in 1774, during his fecond
Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, the fuccefs he met with, thdugh
very imperfect, was yet fufficient to convince him of the error
of the received opinion. As the voyage, in which he was
NOw engaged, was likely to be protracted a year beyond the
ime for which the fhips had been victualled, he was under
the neceflity of providing, by fome fuch means, for the

Caz2 fubfiftence
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fubfiftence of the crews, or of relinquithing the further
profecution of his difcoveries. He therefore loft no oppor-
tunity of renewing his attempts, and the event anf{wered
his moft fanguine expectations.

The hogs, which we made ufe of for this purpofe, were
of various fizes, weighing from four to twelve ftone *. The
time of flaughtering was always in the afternoon ; and as
foon as the hair was fcalded off, and the entrails removed,
the hog was divided into pieces of four or eight pounds
each, and the bones of the legs and chine taken out; and,
in the larger fort, the ribs alfo. Every piece then being
carefully wiped and examined, and the veins cleared of the
coagulated blood, they were handed to the falters, whilft the
dlefh remained ftill warm. After they had been well rub-
bed with falt, they were placed in a heap, on a ftage raifed
in the open air, covered with planks, and prefled with the
heavieft weights we could lay on them. In this fituation
they remained till the next evening, when they were again
well wiped and examined, and the fufpicious parts taken away:.
They were then put into a tub of ftrong pickle, where they

were always looked over once or twice a day, and if any
piece had not taken the falt, which was readily difcovered

by the fmell of the pickle, they were immediately taken
out, re-examined, and the found pieces put to frefh pickle.
This, however, after the precautions before ufed, feldom
happened. After fix days, they were taken out, examined
for the laft time, and being again flightly prefled, they were
packed in barrels, with a thin layer of falt between them,
I brought home with me fome barrels of this pork, which
was pickled at Owhyhee in January 1779, and was tafted

* 141b,
by
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by feveral perfons in England about Chriftmas 1780, and
found perfectly found and wholefome *.

I fhall now return to our tranfactions on fhiore at the
obfervatory, where we had not been long fettled, before we
difcovered, in our neighbourhood, the habitations of a for
ciety of priefts, whofe regular attendance at the Mora; had

excited our curiofity. Their huts ftood round a pond of

water, and were furrounded by a grove of cocoa-nut trees,
which feparated them from the beach and the reft of the
village, and gave the place an air of religious retirement.

On my acquainting Captain Cook with thefe circumftances,.

he refolved to pay them a vifit; and as he expected to be
received in the fame manner as before, he brought Mr.
Webber wih him to make a drawing of the.ceremony t..

On his atrival at the beach, he was conducted to a facred’
building called Harre-no-Orono, or the houfe  of Oromo, and

feated before the entrance, at the foot of a wooden idol, of
the fame Kind with thofe on the Morai. 1 was here again

made to fupport one of his arms, and after wrapping him:

in red cloth, Kaireekeea, accompanied by twelve priefls,

* BSince thefe papers were prepared for the prefs, I have been informed by Mr.
Vancouver, who was one of my Midfhipmen in the Difcovery, and was afterward
appointed Licutenant of the Martin floop of war, that he tried the method here recom-
mended, both with Englith and Spanith pork, during a cruize on the Spanith Main,
in the year 1782, and fucceeded to the utmoft of his expeQations. He alfo made the
experiment at Jamaica with the beef ferved by the vi€tualling office to the fhips, but
not with the fame fuccefs, which he attributes to the want of the neceflary precautions
in killing and handling the beafts ; to their being hung up and opened before they bad
fufficient time to bleed, by which means the blood-veflels were expofed to the air, and
the blood condénfed before it had time to empty itfelf; and to their being hard driven
and bruifed. He adds, that having himfelf attended to the killing of an ox, which was
carefully taken on board the Martin, he falted a part of it, which at the end of the

week was found to have taken the falt completely, and he has no doubt would have -

kept for any length of time ; but the experiment was not tried.

4+ See Plate, Number LXI,
X madé
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made an offering of a pig with the ufual folemnities. The
pig was then ftrangled, and a fire being kindled, it was
thrown into the embers, and after the hair was finged off, it
was again prefented, with a repetition of the chanting, in
the manner before defcribed. The dead pig was then held
for a fhort time under the Captain’s nofe; after which it
was laid, with a cocoa-nut, at his feet, and the performers
fat down. The ava was then brewed, and handed round;
a fat hog, ready drefled, was brought in; and we were fed
as before.

During the reft of the time we remained in the bay,
whenever Captain Cook came on fhore, he was attended by
one of thefe priefts, who went before him, giving notice
that the Orono had landed, and ordering the people to pro-
firate themfelves. The fame perfon alfo conftantly accom-
panied him on the water, {tanding in the bow of the boat,
with a wand in his hand, and giving notice of his approach
to the natives, who were in canoes, on which they im-
mediately left off paddling, and lay down on their facestill
he had pafled. Whenever he ftopped at the obfervatory,
Kaireekeea and his brethren immediately made their ap-
pearance with hogs, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, &e. and pre-
fented them with the ufual folemnities. It was on thefe

-occafions that fome of the inferior chiefs frequently re-
quefted to be permitted to make an offering to the Orono,

‘When this was granted, they prefented the hog themfelves,
generally with evident marks of fear in their countenances;
whilft Kaireckeea and the priefts chanted their accuftomed
hymns.

The civilities of this fociety were not, however, confined
to mere ceremony and parade.  Our party on fhore received
o from
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from them, every day, a conftant fupply of hogs and vege-
tables, more than fuflicient for our fubfiltance; and fe-
veral canoes loaded with provifions were fent to the fhips
with the fame punctuality. No return was ever demanded,
or even hinted at in the moft diftant manner. Their prefents
were made with a regularity, more like the difcharge of a
religious duty, than the effet of mere liberality ; and when
we enquired at whofe charge all this munificence was dif-
played, we were told, it was at the expence of a great man
called Kaoo, the chief of the priefts, and grandfather to
Kaireekeea, who was at that time abfent attending the king
of the ifland.

As every thing relating to the character and behaviour
of this people muft be interefting to the reader, on account

of the tragedy that was afterward aced here, it will be

proper to acquaint him, that we had not always fo much
reafon to be fatisfied with the conduct of the warrior chiefs,
or Earees, as with that of the priefts. In all our dealings
with the former, we found them fufficiently attentive to-
their own interefts; and befides their habit of flealing,
which may admit of fome excufe, from the univerfality of

the practice amongft the iflanders of thefe feas, they made:

ufe of other artifices equally dithonourable. 1 fhall only
mention one inftance, in which we difcovered, with regret,
our friend Koah to be a party principally concerned. As the
chiefs, who brought us prefents of hogs, were always fent
back handfomely rewarded, we had generally a greater fup-
Ply than we could make ufe of. On thefe occafions, Koah,.
Who never failed in his attendance on us, ufed to beg fuch
s we did not want, and they were always given to him. It
one day happened, that a pig was prefented us by a man
whom Koah himfelf introduced as a chicf, who was de-

firouss
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firous of paying his refpets, and we recolleéted the pig
to be the fame that had been given to Koah juft before.
This leading us to fufpect fome trick, we found, on further
inquiry, the pretended chief to be an ordinary perfon; and
on connecting this with other circumftances, we had reafon
to fufpe, that it was not the firft time we had been the
dupes of the like impofition.

Things continued in this ftate till the 24th, when we were
a good deal furprized to find that no canoes were fuffered
to put off from the fhore, and that the natives kept clofe to
their houfes. After feveral hours fufpence, we learned that
the bay was tabooed, and all intercourfe with us interdicted, on
account of the arrival of Terreeoboo. As we had not fore-
feen an accident of this fort, the crews of both fhips were
obliged to pafs the day without their ufual fupply of vege-
tables. The next morning, therefore, they endeavoured,
both by threats and promifes, to induce the natives to come
along-fide; and as fome of them were at laft venturing to
put off, a chief was obferved attempting to drive them away.
A mufquet was immediately fired over his head, to make him
defift, which had the defired effe&, and refrefhments were
foon after purchafed as ufual. In the afternoon, Terreeoboo
arrived, and vifited the fhips in a private manner, attended
only by one canoe, in which were his wife and children.
He ftaid on board till near ten o'clock, when he returned to
the village of Kowrowa.

The next day, about noon, the king, in a large canoe,
attended by two orhers, fet out from the village, and
paddled toward the fhips in great ftate. Their appearance
was grand and magnificent. In the firft canoe was Ter-
reeoboo and his chiefs, drefled in their rich feathered clokes
and helmets, and armed with long fpears and daggers; in

the
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the fecond, came the venerable Kaoo, the chief of the
priefts, and his brethren, with their idols difplayed on red
cloth. Thefe idols were bufts of a gigantic” fize, made of
wicker-work, and curioufly covered with fmall feathers of
various colours, wrougﬁt in the fame manner with their
cloaks. Their eyes were made of large pearl oyfters, with
ablack nut fixed in the centre; their mouths were {et with a
double row of the fangs of dogs, and, together with the
reft of their features, were ftrangely diftorted. The third
canoe was filled with hogs and various forts of vegetables.
As they went along, the priefts in the centre canoe fung
their hymns with great folemnity; and after paddling round
the fhips, inftead of going on board, as was expected,

they made toward the fthore at the beach where we were
ftationed *.

As foon as I faw them approaching, I ordered out our
little guard to receive the king ; and Captain Cook, perceiv-
ing that he was going on fhore, followed him, and arrived
nearly at the fame time. We conduced them into the tent,

where they had fcarcely been feated, when the king rofe

up, and in a very graceful manner threw over the Captain’s
thoulders the cloak he himfelf wore, put a feathered helmet
upon his head, and a curious fan into his hand. He alfo
fpread at his feet five or fix other cloaks, all exceedingly
beautiful, and of the greateft value. His attendants then
brought four very large hogs, with fugar-canes, cocoa-nuts,
and bread-fruit; and this part of the ceremony was con-

clur.led by the king’s exchanging names with«<Captain Cook,
which, amongft all the iflanders of the Pacific Ocean, is

* This curious ceremony is reprefented in the annexed print, The prefents werc
made to Captain Cook after he went on fhore,

Vor, III, D efteemed
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efteemed the firongeflt pledge of friendfhip. A proceflion of
priefts, with a venerable old perfonage at their head, now
appeared, followed by a long train of men leading large.
hogs, and others carrying plantains, {weet potatoes, &c.
By the looks and geftures of Kaireckeea, I immediately.
knew the old man to be the chief of the priefts before,
mentioned, on whofe bounty we had fo long fubfifted. He
had a piece of red cloth in his hands, which he wrapped.
round Captain Cook’s fhoulders, and afterward prefented.
him with a {fmall pig in the ufual form. A feat was then;
made for him, next to the king, after which, Kaircekeea.
and his followers began their ceremonies, Kaco and the.
chiefs joining in the refponfes,

L wa$ furprized to fee, in the perfon of this king the fame:
infirm and emaciated old man, that came on board the Refo-.
lution when we were off' the North Eaft fide of the ifland of
Mowee; and we foon difcovered amongft. his attendants;
moft of the perfons who at that time had remained with us
all night. Of this number were the two younger fons.
of the king, the eldeft.of whom was {ixteen. years of age,.
and his nephew Maiha-Maiha, whom at firft we had {fome.
difficulty in recolleéting, his hair being plaftered over with.
a dirty. brown pafte and powder, which was no mean height-
ening to the moft favage face I ever beheld.

As foon as the formalities of the meeting were over, Cap-
tain Cook carried Terreeoboo, and as many chiefs as the pin-
nace could hold, on board the Refolution. They were re-
ceived with every mark of refpect that could be fhewn them ;.
and Captain Cook, in return for the feathered cloak, put a
linen fhirt on the king, and girt his own hanger round him,
‘The ancient Kaoo, and 'about half a dozen more old chiefs,

3 remained
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remained on fhore, and took up their abode at the priefts 7
houfes. During all this time, not a canoe was feen in '
the bay, and the natives either kept within their huts,

or lay proftrate on the ground. Before the king left the
Refolution, Captain Cook obtained leave for the natives to

come and trade with the fhips as ufual; but the women,

for what reafon we could not learn, ftill continued under the

effeCts of the taboo; that is, were forbidden to flir from

home, or to have any communication with us,

D2 CHQP,
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CHAP IL

Farther Account of Tranfations with the Natives.—Their
Ho/pitality—Propenfity to -Theft.~Defcription of a
Boxing Maich.—Death of one of our Seamen~DBeba-
viour of the Priefts at bis Funeral—The Wood Work
and Images on the Morai purchafed.—The Natives in-
quifitive about our Departure.—Their Opinion about the
Defign of our Voyage—Magnificent Prefents of Zer-
reeoboo to Captain Cook.—The Ships leave the Ifland —
The Refolution damaged in a Gale, and obliged to

refurii,

HE quiet and inoffenfive behaviour of the natives
having taken away every apprehenfion of danger, we

did not hefitate to truft ourfelves amongft them at all times,
and in all fituations. The Officers of both fhips went daily
up the country, in fmall parties, or even {ingly, and fre-
quently remained out the whole night. It would be endlefs
to recount all the inftances of kindnefs and civility which
we received upon thofe occafions, Wherever we went, the
people flocked about us, eager to offer every afliftance in
their power, and highly gratified if their fervices were ac-
cepted. Various little arts were practifed to attract our
notice, or to delay our departure. The boys and girls ran
before, as we walked through their villages, and ftopped us
at every opening, where there was room to form a group
for dancing. At one time, we were invited to accept a
draught of cocoa-nut milk, or fome other refrefhment
under
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under the fhade of their huts; at another, we were f{eated
within a circle of young women, who exerted all their fkill
and agility to amufe us with fongs and dances.

The fatisfaction we derived from their gentlenefs and
hofpitality, was, however, frequently interrupted by that
propenfity to ftealing, which they have in common with all
the other iflanders of thefe feas. This circumftance was
the more diftrefling, as it fometimes obliged us to have re-
courfe to ats of feverity, which we fhould willingly have
avoided, if the neceflity of the cafe had not abfolutely called
for them. Some of their moft expert fwimmers were one
day difcovered under the fhips, drawing out the filling nails
of the fheathing, which they performed very dexterouily by
means of a fhort ftick, with a flint ftone fixed in the end of
it. To put a ftop to this practice, which endangered the
very exiftence of the veflels, we at firft fired fmall fthot at the
offenders ; but they eafily got out of our reach by diving
under the fhip’s bottom. It was therefore found neceflary

to make an example, by flogging one of them on board the
Difcovery.

About this time, a large party of gentlemen, from both
thips, fet out on an excurfion into the interior parts of the
country, with a view of examining its natural productions,
An account of this journey will be given in a fubfequent
part of our narrative. It is, therefore, only neceflary at pre-
fent to obferve, that it afforded Kaoo a frefh opportunity of
thewing his attention and generofity. - For as foon as he was
informed of their departure, he fent a large fupply of pro-
vifions after them, together with orders, that the inhabit-
ants of the country through which they were to pafs, fhould
give them every afliftance in their power, And, to complete
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thre delicacy and difintereftednefs of his conduét, even the
people he employed could not be prevailed on to accept the
{fmalleft prefent. After remaining out fix days, our Officers
returned, without having -been able to penetrate above

twenty miles into the ifland ; partly from want of propey

guides, and partly from the impraéticability of the country.

The head of the Refolution’s rudder being found ex-
ceedingly fhaken, and molt of the pintles cither loofe or
broken, it was unhung, and fent on fhore, on the 27th
in the morning, to undergo a thorough repair. At the fame
time, the carpenters were fent into the country, under
conduét of fome of Kaoo’s people, to cut planks for the
the head rail work, which was alfo entirely decayed and
rotten.,

On the 28th, Captain Clerke, whofe ill health confined
him, for the moft part, on board, paid Terreeoboo his firft
vifit, at his hut on thore. He was received with the fame
formalities as were obferved with Captain Cook ; and, on
his coming away, though the vifit was quite unexpected,
he received a prefent of thirty large hogs, and as much
fruit and roots as his crew could confume in a week.

As we had not yet feen any thing of their {ports or ath-
Jetic exercifes, the natives, at the requeft of fome of our
Officers, entertained us this evening with a boxing-match.
Though thefe games were much inferior, as well in point
of folemnity and magnificence, as in the 1kill and powers
of the combatants, to what we had feen exhibited at the
Friendly Iflands; yet, as they differed in fome particulars, it
may not be improper to give a fhort account of them. We
found a vaft concourfe of people aflembled on a level fpot
of ground, at a litde diftance from our tents. A long fpace

was
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was left vacant in the midft of them, at the upper end of
which fat the judges, under three ftandards, from which
hung {lips of cloth of various colours, the fkins of two
wild geefe, a few fmall birds, and bunches of feathers.
When the {ports were ready to begin, the fignal was given
by the judges, and immediately two combatants appeared:
They came forward flowly, lifting up their feet very high
behind, and drawing their hands along the foles. As they
approached, they frequently eyed each other from head to
foor, in a contemptuous manner, cafting feveral arch looks
at the fpectators, ftraining their mufcles, and ufing a va-

riety of affected geftures. Being advanced within reach of

each other, they ftood with both arms held out {traight be-
tore their faces, at which part all their blows were aimed.
They ftruck, in what appeared to our eyes an awkward
manner, with a full fwing of the arm; made no attempt
to parry, but eluded their adverfary’s attack by an incli-
nation of the body, or by retreating. The battle was quickly
decided; for if either of them was knocked down, or even
fell by accident, he was confidered as vanquifhed, and the
victor exprefled his triumph by a variety of geltures, which
ufually excited, as was intended, a loud laugh among the
fpeCtators. He then waited for a fecond antagonift ; and if
again vittorious, for a third, till he was, at laft, in his turn
defeated. A fingular rule obferved in thefe combats is,
that whilft any two-are preparing to fight, a third perfon
may ftep in, and choofe either of them for his antagonift,
when the other is obliged to withdraw. Sometimes three or

four followed each other in this manner, before the match

was fettled. When the combat proved longer than ufual,
or appeared too unequal, oneof the chiefs generally ftepped
in, and ended it by putting a ftick between the combatants.

The.
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The fame good humour was preferved throughout, which we
before fo much admired in the Friendly Iflanders. As thefe
games were given at our defire, we found it was univerfally
expefted, that we fhould have borne our part in them s
but our people, though much prefled by the natives, turned
a deaf ear to their challenge, remembering full well the
blows they got at the Friendly Iflands.

This day died William Watman, a feaman of the gun-
ner’s crew; an event which I mention the more particu-
larly, as decath had hitherto been very rare amongft us.
He was an old man, and much refpected on account of his
attachment to Captain Cook. He had formerly ferved as a
marine twenty-one ycars; after which he entered as a fea-
man on board the Refolution in 1772, and ferved with Cap-
tain Cook in his voyage toward the South Pole. At their
return, he was admitted into Greenwich hofpital, through
the Captain’s intereft, at the {fame time with himfelf; and
being refolved to follow throughout the fortunes of his
benefator, he alfo quitted it along with him, on his being
appointed to the command of the prefent expedition.
During the voyage, he had frequently been fubjet to {light
fevers, and was a cenvalefcent when we came into the bay,
where being fent on fhore for a few days, he conceived him-
felf perfectly recovered, and, at his own defire, returned on
board; but the day following, he had a paralytic firoke,
which in two days more carried him off.

At the requeft of the king of the ifland, he was buried
on the Morai, and the ceremony was performed with as
much folemnity as our fituation permitted. Old Kaoo and
his brethren were fpectators, and preferved the moft pro-
found filence and attention, whilft the fervice was reading.

When
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When we began to fill up the grave, they approached it with
great reverence, threw in a dead pig, {fome cocoa-nuts, and
plantains ; and, for three nights afterward, they furrounded
it, facrificing hogs, and performing ‘their ufual ceremonies
of hymns and prayers, which continued till day-break.

At the head of the grave, we ereted a poft, and nailed
upon it a fquare piece of board, on which was infcribed the
name of the deceafed, his age, and the day of his death,
This they promifed not to remove; and we have no doubr,
but that it will be fuffered to remain, as long as the frail
materials, of which it is made, will permit.

The thips being in great want of fuel, the Captain de-
fired me, on the 2d of February, to treat with the priefts, for
the purchafe of the rail, that furrounded the top of the
Morai. 1 muft confefs, I had, at firft, fome doubt about the
decency of this propofal, and was apprehenfive, that even
the bare mention of it might be confidered, by them, as a
piece of fhocking impiety. In this, however, I found my-
felf miftaken. Not the {malleft furprize was exprefled at
the application, and the wood was readily given, even with-
out flipulating for any thing in return. Whilft the failors
were taking it away, I obferved one of them carrying off a
carved image ; and, on further inquiry, I found, that they
had conveyed to the boats the whole * femicircle. Though
this was done in the prefence of the natives, who had not
thewn any mark of relentment at it, but had even aflifted
them in the removal, I thought it proper to fpeak to Kaoo,
on the fubje¢t; who appeared very indifferent about the
matter, and only defired, that we would reftore the centre

* Sec defcription of the Mirai, in the preceding Chapter.
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L image, I have mentioned before, which he carried into one

- of the prieft’s houfes.

Terreeoboo, and his Chiefs, had, for fome days paft, been
very inquifitive about the time of our departure. This cir-
cumftance had excited in me a great curiofity to know, what
opinion this people had formed of us, and what were their
ideas refpecting the caufe and objects of our voyage. I took
fome pains to fatisfy myfelf on thefe points; but could
never learn any thing farther, than that they imagined we
came from fome country where provifions had failed ; and
that our vifit to them was merely for the purpofe of filling
our bellies. Indeed, the meagre appearance of fome of our
crew, the hearty appetites with which we {at down to their
frefh provifions, and our great anxiety to purchafe, and carry
off, as much as we were able, led them, naturally enough,
to fuch a conclufion. To thefe may be added, a circum-
ftance which puzzled them exceedingly, our having no wo-
men with us; together with our quiet conduct, and unwar-
like appearance. It was ridiculous enough to fee them
{troking the fides, and patting the bellies, of the failors
¢who were certainly much improved in the fleeknefs of
sheir looks, during our fhort ftay in the ifland), and telling
them, partly by figns, and partly by words, that it was time
for them to go; but if they would come again the next
bread-fruit feafon, they fhould be better able to fupply their
wants. We had now been fixteen days in the bay; and if
our enormous confumption of hogs and vegetables be con-
fidered, it need not be wondered, that they fhould wifh to
fee us take our leave. It is very probable, however, that
Terreeoboo had no other view, in his inquiries, at prefent,
than a defire of making fufficient preparation for difmifling

us.
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us with prefents, {uitable to the refpe& and kindnefs with
which he had received us. For, on our telling him we
fhould leave the ifland on the next day but one, we obferved,
that a fort of proclamation was immediately made, through
the villages, to require the people to bring in their hogs,
and vegetables, for the King to prefent to the Orono, on his
departure.

We were this day much diverted, at the beach, by the
buffooneries of one of the natives. He held in his hand
an inftrument, of the fort defcribed in the laft volume*;
fome bits of fea-weed were tied round his neck; and
round each leg, a piece of ftrong netting, about nine
inches deep, on which a great number of dogs’ tecth were
loofely faftened, in rows. His ftyle of dancing was en-
tirely burlefque, and accompanied with ftrange grimaces,
and pantomimical diftortions of the face; which though
at times inexpreilibly ridiculous, yet, on the whole, was
without much meaning, or exprcﬁion. Mr. Webber thought
it worth his while to make a drawing of this perfon, as ex-
hibiting a tolerable fpecimen of the natives; the manner in
which the maro is tied ; the figure of the inftrument before
mentioned, and of the ornaments round the legs, which, at
. other times, we alfo faw ufed by their dancers.

In the evening, we were again entertained with wreflling
and boxing matches; and we difplayed, in return, the few
fireworks we had left. Nothing could be better calculated
to excite the admiration of thefe iflanders, and to imprefs
them with an idea of our great {uperiority, than an exhibi-
tion of this kind. Captain Cook has already defcribed the
extraordinary effeéts of that which was made at Hapaec;

* See Vol. ii. p. 236,
Ea ™ and
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and though the prefent was, in every refpe&, infinitely in
ferior, yet the aftonithment of the natives was not lefs.

I have before mentioned, that the carpenters, from both
thips, had been fent up the country to cut planks, for the
head rail-work of the Refolution. This was the third day
fince their departure; and having received no intelligence
from them, we began to be very anxious for their {afery.
We were communicating our apprehenfions to old Kabo, who
appeared as much concerned as ourfelves, and were concert-
ing meafures with him, for fending after them, when they
arrived all fafe. They had been obliged to go farther into
the country than was expected, before they met with trees
fit for their purpofe; and it was this circumftance, together
with the badnefs of the roads, and the difficulty of bring-
ing back the timber, which had detained them fo long.
They {poke in high terms of their guides, who both fup-
plied them with provifions, and guarded their tools with the
utmoft fidelity.

The next day, being fixed for our departure, Terreeoboo
invited Captain Cook and myfelf to attend him, on the 3d,
to the place, where Kaoo refided. On our arrival, we found
the ground covered with parcels of cloth; a vaft quantity of
red and yellow feathers, tied to the fibres of cocoa-nut
hufks; and a great number of hatchets, and other pieces of-
iron-ware, that had been got in barter from us. At a little
diftance from thefe, lay an immenfe quantity of vegetables,
of every kind, and near them was a large herd of hogs. ‘At
firft, we imagined the whole to be intended as a.prefent for
us, till Kaireeckeea informed me, that it was a gift, or tri-
bute, from the people of that diftri¢t to the king ; and, ac-

cordingly, as foon as we were feated, they brought all the
bundles,
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bundles; and laid them feverally at Terreeoboo’s feét ; {pread-
ing out the cloth, and difplaying the feathers, and iron-

ware, before him. The king {feemed much pleafed with

this mark of their duty; and having feletted about a third

part of the iron-ware, the fame proportion of feathers,
and a few pieces of cloth, thefe were {et afide, by themfelves ;
and the remainder of the cloth, together with all the hogs.
and vegetables, were afterward prefented to Captain Cook,

and myfelf, We were aftonifthed at the value and magni-
“tude of this prefent, which far exceeded every thing of the
kind we had feen, either at the Friendly or Society Hlands. .
Boats were immediately fent, to carry them on board ; the:
large hogs were picked out, to be falted for fea-flore; and
upward of thirty {maller pigs, and the vegetables, were di--
vided between the two crews, :

The fame day, we quitted the Morai, and got the tents and-
aftronomical inftruments on board. The charm of the ¢aboo
was now removed; and we had no fooner left the place, than
the natives rufhed in, and fearched eagerly about, in ex-
pectation of finding fomething: of value, that we mighe
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" have left behind. As I happened to remain the laft on fhore, ..

apd waited for the return of the boat, feveral came crowd-
ing about me, and having made me {it down by them, be-
gan to lament our feparation.. It was, indeed, not without:
difficulty, I was able to quit them. And here, I hope I may
be, permitted to relate a trifling occurrence, in which I was .
- pringcipally. concerned.. Having had the command of: the
party on fhore, during the whole time we were in the bay,
1. had an opportunity of bccommg better acquainted with
the nanves, and of being better known to them, than thofe
whofe duty required them to be generally on board. AsI

had every reafon to be fatisfied with their kindnefs, in ge-
neral, ,
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neral, fo I cannot too often, nor too particularly, mention
the unbounded and conftant friendfhip of their priefts.

On my part, I fpared no endeavours to conciliate their af-
fections, and gain their efteem ; and I had the good fortune
to fucceed fo far, that, when the time of our departure was
made known, I was ftrongly folicited to remain behind, not
without offers of the moft flattering kind. When I excufed
myfelf, by faying, that Captain Cook would not give his
confent, they propofed, that I fhould retire into the moun-
tains; where, they faid, they would conceal me, till after
the departure of the fhips; and on my farther afluring
them, that the Captain would not leave the bay without me,
Terreeoboo and Kaoo waited upon Captain Cook, whofe fon
they fuppofed I was, with a formal requeft, that I might
be left behind. The Captain, to avoid giving a pofitive re-
fufal, to an offer fo kindly intended, told them, that he
could not part with me, atthat time, but that he thould re-
turn to the ifland next year, and would then endeavour to

fettle the matter to their fatisfation.

Early in the morning of the 4th, we unmoored, and failed
out of the bay, with the Difcovery in company, and were
followed by a great number of canoes. Captain Cook’s de-
fign was to finifh the {urvey of Owhyhee, before he vifited
the other iflands, in hopes of meeting with a road better
fheltered, than the bay we had jult left; and in cafe of not
fucceeding here, he purpofed to take a view of the South
Eaft part of Mowee, where the natives informed us we
fhould find an excellent harbour.

We had calm weather all this and the following day,
which made our progrefs to the Northward very flow. We

were accompanied by a great number of the natives in
their
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their canoes; and Terrceoboo gave a frefh proof of his
friend(hip to Captain Cook, by a large prefent of hogs, and
vegetables, that was fent after him.

In the night of the 5th, having a light brecze off the land,
we made fome way to the Northward; and in the morning
of the 6th, having paffed the Wefternmoft point of the
ifland, we found ourfelves abreaft of a deep bay, called by
the natives Toe-yah-yah. We had great hopes, that this bay
would furnifh us with a fafe and commodious harbour, as
we faw, to the North Eafl, feveral fine firecams of water;
and the whole had the appearance of being well fheltered.
‘Thefe obfervations agreeing with the accounts given us by
Koah, who accompanied Captain Cook, and had' changed
his name, out of compliment to us, into Britannee, the
pinnace was hoifted out, and the Mafter, with Britannee
for his guide, was fent to examine the bay, whilft the fhips
worked up after them.

In the afternoon, the weather became gloomy, and the
gufts of wind, that blew off the land, were fo violent, as
to make it neceflary to take in all the fails,and bring to, un-
der the mizen flay-fail. All the canoes left us, at the be-
ginning of the gale; and Mr. Bligh, on his return, had the
fatisfaCtion of faving an old woman, and two men, whofe
canoe had been overfet by the violence of the wind, as they
were endeavouring to gain the fhore. Befides thefe dif
trefled people, we had a great many women on board, whom
the natives had left behind, in their hurry to fhift for
themfelves.

The Mafter reported to Captain Cook, that he had landed
at the only village he faw, on the North fide of the bay,
where he was directed to fome wells of water; but found,
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they would by no means anfwer our purpofe ; that he after
ward procceded farther into the bay, which runs inland to
a great depth, and ftretches toward the foot of a very con-
{picuous high mountain, ficuated on the North Weft end of
the ifland ; but that inftead of meeting with fafe anchorage,
as Britannee had taught him to expe&, he found the fthores
low and rocky, and a flat bed of coral rocks running along
the coaft, and extending upward of a mile from the land;
on the outfide of which, the depth of water was twenty
fathoms, over a fandy bottom; and that, in the mean time,
Britannee had contrived to {lip away, being afraid of return.

ing, as we imagined, becaufe his information had not

proved true and fuccefsful.

In the evening, the weather being more moderate, wé
again made fail ; bur about midnight it blew fo violently, as
to fplit both the fore and main topfails. On the morning of
the 7th, we bent freth fails, and had fair weather, and a
light breeze. ~ At noon, the latitude, by obfervation, was
26’ 1’ North, the Weft point of the ifland bearing South,
~*Eaft, and the North Weft point Notth; 38° Eaft. As we
were, at this time, four or five leagues from the fliore, and
the weather very unfettled, none of the canoes would ven-
ture out, {o that our guefts were obliged to remain with us,
much-indeed to their diflatisfaction ; for they were all fea-
fick, and many- ¢f them' had left young children behind
them,, i ¢ (oW TIEn il 9

In the afternoon, though the weather was ftill fqually,
we ftood in for the land, and being about three leagues
from it, we faw a canoe, with two men paddling ‘toward us,
which we immediasely conjectured had been idriven off the
{hore, by the late boifterous weather; and therefore ftopped

the
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the fhip’s way, in order to take them in. Thefe poor
wretches were fo entirely exhaufled with fatigue, that had
not one of the natives on board, obferving their weaknefs,
jumped into the canoe to their afliftance, they would fcarcely
have been able to faften it to the rope we had thrown out
for that purpofe. It was with difficulty we got them up the
fhip’s fide, together with a child, about four years old, which

they had lafhed under the thwarts of the canoe, where it

had lain with only its head above water. They told us,
they had left the thore the morning before, and had been,
from that time, without food or water. The ufual precau-
tions were taken in giving them vituals, and the child be-
ing commitied to the care of one of the women, we found
them all next morning perfectly recovered.

At midnight, a gale of wind came on, which obliged us
to double reef the topfails, and get down the top-gallant
yards. On the 8th, at day-break, we found, that the fore-
maft had again given way, the filhes, which were put on the
head, in King George’s or Nootka Sound, on the coaft of
America, being fprung, and the parts {o very defe@ive, as
to make it abfolutely neceflary to replace them, and, of
courfe, to unflep the maft. In this difliculty, Captain Cook
was for fome time in doubr, whether he fhould run the
chance of meeting with a harbour in the iflands to leeward,
or return to Karakakooa. That bay was not fo remark-
ably commeodious, in any refpect, but that a better might
probably be expected, both for the purpofe of repairing
the mafts, and for procuring refrefhments, of which, it was
imagined, that the ncighbourhood of Karakakooa had
been already pretty well drained. On the other hand, it
was confidered as too great a rifk to lcave a place, that was
tolerably fheltered, and which, once left, could not be re-

Vou, Il F gained,
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gained, for the mere hopes of meeting with a better; the
failure of which might perhaps have left us without
refource,

We therefore continued ftanding on toward the land, in
order to give the natives an opportunity of releafing their
friends on board from their confinement; and, at noon, be-
ing within a mile of the thore, a few canoes came off to us,
but fo crowded with people, that there was not room in
them for any of our guefts; we therefore hoifted out the
pinnace to carry them on fhore; and the Mafter, who
went with them, had diretions to examine the South
coafts of the bay for water; but returned without finding
any.

The winds being variable, and a current fetting flrong to
the Northward, we made but little progrefs in our return ;
and at eight o'clock in the evening of the gth, it began to
blow very hard from the South Eaft, which obliged us to
clofe reef the topfails; and at two in the morning of the
1oth, in a heavy fquall, we found ourfelves clofe in with
the breakers, that lie to the Northward of the Welt point of
Owhyhee. We had juft room to haul off, and avoid them,
and fired feveral guns to apprize the Difcovery of the
danger.

In the forenoon, the weather' was more moderate, and a
few canoes came off to us, from which we learnt, that the
late ftorms had done much mifchief; and that feveral large
canoes had been loft. During the remainder of the day, we
kept beating to windward; and, before night, we were
within a mile of the bay; but not choofing to run on, while
it was dark, we ftood ofi"and on till day-light next morning,
when we dropt anchor nearly in the fame place as before.

9 CHAP.
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Su/picious Behaviour of the Natives, on our Return 1
Karakakwa Bay—Theft on board the Difcovery, and
its Confequences,.—The Pinnace attacked, and the Crew
obliged to quit ber-~Captain Cook’s Obfervations on the
Occafion.—Artemnpt at the Obfervatory—The Cutter of
the Difcovery flolen.—Meafures taken by Captain Cuok for
its Recovery.—Gues on Shore, to invite the King on board.
—The King being fopped by bis Wife, and the Chiefs, a
Conteft arifes.— News arrives of one of thz Chiefs
being killed, by one of our Pecple.— Ferment on this Oc-
cafion.—One of the Chiefs threatens Captain Cook, and
25 fhot by him.~—General Astack by the Natives— Death
of Captain Cook.~— Account of the Cap'azfz: Services,
and a Sketch of bis Charatier.

E were employed the whole of the r1th, and part of
the 12th, in getting out the foremaft, and fending
it, with the carpenters, on fhore. Befides the damage
which the head of the maft had fuftained, we found the

heel exceedingly rotten, having a large hole upthe middle
of it, capable of holding four or five cocoa-nuts.. It was

not, however, thought neceflary to fhorten it; and for-
tunately, the logs of red toa-wood, which had been cut at
Eimeo, for anchor-flocks, were found fit to replace the
fprung parts of the fithes. As thefe repairs were likely to
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take up feveral days, Mr. Bayly and myfelf, got the aftro-
nomical apparatus on fhore, and pitched our tents on the
Morai; having with us a guard of a corporal and fix ma-
rines. We renewed our friendly correfpondence with the
priefts, who, for the greater fecurity of the workmen, and
their tools, zabooed the place where the maft lay, flicking
their wands round it, as before. The failmakers were alfo
fent on fhore, to repair the damages which had taken place
in their department, during the late gales, They were
lodged in a houfe adjoining to the Moras, that was lent us
by the priefts. Such were our arrangements on fhore. I
thall now proceed to the account of thofe other tranfactions
with the natives, which led, by degrees, to the fatal cata-
{irophe of the 14th.

Upon coming to anchor, we were furprized to find our
reception very different from what it had been on our firft
arrival ; no fhouts, no buflle, no confufion; but a folitary
bay, with only here and there a canoe ftealing clofe along
the thore. The impulfe of curiofity, which had before ope-
rated to fo great a degree, might now indeed be fuppofed to
have ceafed; but the hofpitable treatment we had invari-
ably met with,and the friendly footing on which we parted,
gave us fome reafon to expect, that they would again have
flocked about us with great joy, on our return.

We were forming various conjectures, upon the occafion
of this extraordinary appearance, when our anxiety was at
length relieved by the return of a boat, which had been
{ent on fhore, and brought us word, that Terreeoboo was ab-
{fent, and had left the bay under the zaboo. Though this ac-
count appeared very fatisfactory to moft of us; yet others
were of opinion, or rather, perhaps, have been led, by fub-

fequent
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fequent events, to imagine, that there was fomething, at
this time, very {ufpicious in the behaviour of the natives;
and that the interdiction of all intercourfe with us, on pre-
tence of the king’s abfence, was only to give him time to
confult with his Chiefs, in what manner it might be proper
to treat us. Whether thele fufpicions were well founded,
or the account given by the natives was the truth, we were
never able to afcertain.  For though it is not improbable,
that our {udden return, for which they could fee no appa-
rent caufe, and the neceflity of which we afterward found
it very difficult to make them comprehend, might occafion
fome alarm; yet the unfufpicious conduct of Terreeoboo,
who, on his fuppofed arrival, the next morning, came im-
mediately to vifit Captain Cook, and the confequent return
of the natives to their former friendly intercourfe with us,
are ftrong proofs, that they neither meant, nor appre-
hended, any change of conduét:

In fupport of this opinion, I may add the account of ano-
ther accident, precifely of the fame kind, which happened
to us, on our firft vifit, the day before the arrival of the
king. A native had fold a hog on board the Refolution,
and taken the price agreed on, when Parcea, pafling by,
advifed the man not to part with the hog, without an ad-
vanced price. For this, he was fharply fpoken to, and
puthed away; and the fabos being foon after laid on the
bay, we had at firft no doubt, but thatit was in confequence
of the offence given to the Chief. Both thefe accidents
ferve to thew, how very difficult it is to draw any certain
eonclufion from the actions of people, with whofe cuftoms,
as well as language, we are fo imperfetly acquainted ; at
the fame time, fome idea may be formed from them, of

the difficulties, at the firlt view, perhaps, not very apparent,
which
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which thofe have to encounter, who, in all their tranf-
actions with thefe firangers, have to fleer their courfe amidft
fo much uncertainty, where a trifling error may be artended
with even the moft fatal confequences. However true or
falfe our conjeCtures may be, things went on in their ufual
quict courfe, till the afternoon of the 13th.

Taoward the évening of that day, the officer who com-
manded the watering-party of the Difcovery, came to in-
form me, that feveral Chiefs had affembled at the well near
the beach, driving away the natives, whom he had hired to
aflift the failors in rolling down the cafks to the thore. He
told me, at the fame time, that he thought their behaviour
extremely fufpicious, and that they meant to give him fome
farther difturbance. At his requeft, therefore, 1 fent a ma-
rine along with him, but fuffered him to take only his fide-
arms. In a fhort time, the oflicer returned, and on his ac-
quainting me, thatthe iflanders had armed themfielves with
ftones, and were grown very tumultuous, I went myfelf to
the fpot, attended by a marine, with his mufquet. Secing
us approach, they threw away their flones, and, on my
{peaking to fome of the Chiefs, the mob were driven away,
and thofe who chofe it, were {uffered to aflift in filling the
catks. Having left things quiet here, I went to meet Cap-
tain Cook, whom I faw coming on fhore, in the pinnace. I
related to him what had juft pafled; and he ordered me, in
cafe of their beginning to throw ftones, or behave info-
lently, immediately to fire a ball at the offenders. I accord-
ingly gave orders to the corporal, to have the pieces of the
fentinels loaded with ball, inftead of fmall thot,

Soon after our return to the tents, we were alarmed by a
continued fire of mufquets, from the Difcovery, which we
obferved
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obferved to be directed at a canoe, that we faw paddling iy
toward the fhore, in great hafte, purfued by one of our ‘“w——
fmall boats. We immediately concluded, that the firing
was in confequence of fome theft, and Captain Cook or-
dered me to follow him with a marine armed, and to en-
deavour to feize the people, as they came on fhore. Ac-
cordingly we ran toward the place where we {fuppofed the
canoe would land, but were too late; the people having
quitted it, and made their efcape into the country before

“our arrival.

We were at this time ignorant, that the goods had been
already reflored ; and as we thought it probable, from the
circumftances we had at firlt obferved, that they might be
of importance, were unwilling to relinquifh our hopes of
recovering them. Having therefore inquired of the natives,
which way the people had fled, we followed them, ull it
was pear dark, when judging ourfelves to be about three
miles from the tents, and {ufpeéting, that the natives, who
frequently enceuraged us in the purfuit, were amufing us
with falfe information, we thought it in vain to continue
our fearch any longer, and returned to the beach.

During our abfence, a difference, ‘'of a more ferious and
unpleafant nature, had happened. The officer, who had
been fent in the fmall boar, and was returning en board,
with the goods which had been reftored, obferving Captain
Cook and me engaged in the purfuit of the o6ffenders, -
thought it his duity to feize the canoe, which was left drawn
up on the fhore. Unfortunately, this canoe belonged to
Pareea, who arriving, at the fame moment, from on beard
the Difcovery, claimed his property, with many proteftations
of his innocence. The officer refufing to give it up, and

bcing
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being joined by the crew of the pinnace, which was waiting
for Captain Cook, a fcuflle enfued, in which Pareea was
knocked down, by a violent blow on the head, with an oar.
The natives, who were colletted about the fpot, and had hi-
therto been peaceable {pectators, immediately attacked our
people with fuch a fhower of ftones, as forced them to re-
treat, with great precipitation, and {wim off to a rock, at
{ome diftance from the fhore. The pinnace was immedi-
ately ranfacked by the iflanders ; and, but for the timely in-
terpofition of Pareea, who feemed to have recovered from
the blow, and forgot it at the fame inflant, would {foon have
been entirely demolifhed. Having driven away the crowd,
he made figns to our people, that they might come and take
pofleflion of the pinnace, and that he would endeavour to
get back the things which had been taken out of it. After
their departure, he followed them in his canoe, with a mid-
fhipman’s cap, and fome other trifling arricles of the plun-
der, and, with much apparent concern at what had hap-
pened, afked, if the Oroms would kill him, and whether he
would permit him to come on board the next day? On be-
ing aflured, that he thould be well received, he joined nofes
(as their cuftom is) with the officers, in token of friendihip,
and paddled over to the village of Kowrowa.,

When Captain Cook was informed of what had pafled, he
exprefled much uneafinefs at it, and as we were returning
on board, ““ I am afraid,” f{aid he, ¢ that thefe people will
oblige me to ufe fome violent meafures; for,” he added,
“ they muft not be left to imagine, thatthey have gained an
advantage over us.” However, as it was too late to rake
any fteps this evening, he contented himfelf with giving
orders, that every man and woman on board fhould be
immediately turned out of the fhip. As foon as this order

was
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was executed, [ returned on fhore; and our former confidence
in the natives being now much abated, by the events of the
day, I pofted a double guard on the Morai, with orders to
call me, if they faw any men lurking about the beach. At
about eleven o'clock, five iflanders were obferved creeping
round the bottom of the Morai; they feemed very cautious
in approaching us, and, at laft, finding themfelves difco-
vered, retired out of fight. About midnight, one of them
venturing up clofe to the obfervatory, the fentinel fired over
him ; on which the men fled, and we pafled the remainder
of the night without farther difturbance.

Next morning, at day-light, I went on board the Refolu-
tion for the time-keeper, and, in my way, was hailed by
the Difcovery, and informed, that their cutter had been
flolen, during the night, from the buoy where it was
moored. '

When I arrived on board, I found the marines arming,
and Captain Cook loading his double-barrelled gun. Whilft
I was relating to him what had happened o us in the night,
he interrupted me, with {fome eagernefs, and acquainted me
with the lofs of the Difcovery’s cutter, and with the prepa-
rations he was making for its recovery. It had been his
ufual pra&tice, whenever any thing of confequence was loft,
at any of the iflands in this ocean, to get the king, or fome
of the principal Erees, on board, and to keep them as hoft-
ages, till it was reftored. This method, which had been
always attended with fuccefs, he meant to purfue on the
prefent occafion; and, at the fame time, had given orders
to ftop all the canoes that fhould attempt to leave the bay,
with an intention of feizing and deftroying them, if he
could not recover the cutter by peaceable means. Accord-
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ingly, the boats of both thips, well manned and armed,
were ftationed acrofs the bay; and, before I left the fhip,
fome great guns had been fired at two large canoes, that
were attempting to make their efcape. ;

It was between feven and eight o’clock when we quitted
the thip together ; Captain Cook in the pinnace, having Mr.
Phillips, and nine marines with him; and myfelf in the
{fmall boat. The laft orders I received from him were, to
quiet the minds of the natives, on our fide of the bay, by
afluring them, they fhould not be hurt; to keep my people
together; and to be on my guard. We then parted ; the
Captain went toward Kowrowa, where the king refided;
and I proceeded to the beach. My firft care, on going
athore, was to give ftrict orders to the marines to remain
within the tent, to load their pieces with ball, and not to
quit their arms. Afterward I took a walk to the huts of
old Kaoo, and the priefts, and explained to them, as well as
1 could, the object of the hoftile preparations, which had
exceedingly alarmed them. Ifound, that they had already
heard of the cutter’s being ftolen, and I aflured them, that
though Captain Cook was refolved to recover it, and to
punith the authors of the theft, yet that they, and the people
of the village on our fide, need not be under the {fmalleft
apprehenfion of fuffering any evil from us. 1 defired the
priefls to explain this to the people, and to tell them not to
be alarmed, but to continue peaceable and quiet. Kaoo
afked me, with great earneftnefs, if Terreeoboo was to be
hurt? Iaflured him, he was not; and both he and the reft of

his brethren feemed much fatisfied with this aflurance.
In the mcan time, Captain Cook, having called off the

launch, which was ftationed at the North point of the bay, and
4 " taken
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taken it along with him, proceeded to Kowrowa, and landed

with the Lieutenant and nine marines. He immediately

marched into the village, where he was received with the
ufual marks of refpeét; the people proftrating themfelves
before him, and bringing their accuftomed offerings of
{mall hogs. Finding that there was no fufpicion of his de-
fign, his next ftep was, to inquire for Terrecoboo, and the
two boys, his {fons, who had been his conftant guefts on
board the Refolution. In a fhort time, the boys returned
along with the natives, who had been fent in fearch of
them, and immediately led Captain Cook to the houfe
where the king had flept. They found the old man juft
awoke from fleep; and, after a fhort converfation about the
lofs of the cutter, from which Captain Cook was convinced
that he was in no wife privy to it, he invited him to return
in the bpat, and fpend the day on board the Refolution. To
this propofal the king readily confented, and immediately
got up to accompany him.

Things were in this profperous train, the two boys being
already in the pinnace, and the reft of the party having ad-
vanced near the water-fide, when an elderly woman called
Kanee-kabareea, the mother of the boys, and one of the
king’s favourite wives, came after him, and with many
tears, and entreaties, befought him not to go on board. At
the {fame time, two Chiefs, who came along with her, laid
hold of him, and infiting, that he fhould go no farther,
forced him to fit down. The natives, who were collecting
in prodigious numbers along the fhore, and had probably
been alarmed by the firing of the great guns, and the ap-
pearances of hoftility in the bay, began to throng round
Captain Cook and their king. In this fituation, the Lieute-
nant of marines, obferving that his men were huddled clofe
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together in the crowd, and thus incapable of ufing their
arms, if any occafion fhould require it, propofed to the
Captain, to draw them up along the rocks, clofe to the
water's edge ; and the crowd readily making way for them
to pafs, they were drawn up in a line, at the diftance of
about thirty yards from the place where the king was
fitting. :

All this time, the old king remained on the ground, with
the ftrongeft marks of terror and dejetion in his counte-
nance ; Captain Cook, not willing to abandon the objeét for
which he had come on fhore, continuing to urge him, in
the moft prefling manner, to proceed; whilft, on the other
hand, whenever the king appeared inclined to follow him,
the Chiefs, who ftocd round him, interpofed, at firft with
prayers and entreaties, but afterward, having recourfe to
force and violence, and infifted on his ftaying where he was.
Captain Cook therefore finding, that the alarm had fpread
too generally, and that it was in vain to think any longer of
getting him off, without bloodfhed, at laft gave up the
point; obferving to Mr. Phillips, that it would be impoflible
to compel him to go on board, without the rifk of killing a
great number of the inhabitants.

Though the enterprize, which had carried Captain Cook
on fhore had now failed, and was abandoned, yet his per-
fon did not appear to have been in the lealt danger, till an
accident happened, which gave a fatal turn to the affair.
The boats, which had been ftationed acrofs the bay, having
fired at fome canoes, that were attempting to get out, unfor-
tunately had killed a Chief of the firlt rank. The news of
his death arrived at the village where Captain Cook was, juft
as he had left the king, and was walking flowly toward the

fhore. The ferment it occafioned was very confpicuous;
the
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the women and children were immediately fent off; and
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the men put on their war-mats, and armed themfelves with ———u

fpears and ftones. One of the natives, having in his hands
a flone, and a long iron {pike (which they call a pahooa)
came up to the Captain, flourithing his weapon, by way of
defiance, and threatening to throw the flone. The Captain
defired him to defift; but the man perfifting in his infolence,
he was at length provoked to fire a load of fmall-fhot. The
man having his mat on, which the {hot were not able to pe-
netrate, this had no other effet than to irritate and encou-
rage them. Several ftones were thrown atthe marines; and
one of the Ereces attempted to.ftab Mr. Phillips with his
pabooa; but failed in the attempt, and received from him a

blow with the but end of his mufquet. Captain Cook now

fired his fecond barrel, loaded with ball, and killed one of

the foremoft of the natives. A general attack with ftones.
immediately followed, which was anfwered by a difcharge:

of mufquetry from the marines, and the people in the boats.

The iflanders, contrary to the expectations of every one;.
flood the fire with great firmnefs ; and before the marines.
had time to reload, they broke in upon them with dreadful:

thouts and yells. What followed was a {cenc of the utmoft
horror and confufion..

Four of the marines were cut off amongft the rocks in
their retreat, and fell a facrifice to the fury. of the enemy ;:
three more were dangeroufly wounded ; and the Licutenant,

who had received aftab between the fhoulders with a pahosa,

having fortunately referved his fire, fhot the man who had:

wounded him juft as he was going to repeat his blow.. OQur

unfortunate Commander, the laft time he was feen diftinétly,.
‘was ftanding at' the water’s edge, and calling out to the:

Boats to ceafe firing, and to pull in.. If it be true, as fome-
of-
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of thofe who were prefent have imagined, that the marines
and boat-men had fired without his orders, and rhat he was
defirous of preventing any further bloodfhed, it is not im-
probable, that his humanity, on this occafion, proved fatal

to him. TFor it was remarked, that whilft he faced the na-

tives, none of them had offered him any violence, but that
having turned about, to give his orders to the boats, he was
flabbed in the back and fell with his face into the water.
On feeing him fall, the iflanders fet up a great fthout, and
his body was immediately dragged on fhore, and fur-
rounded by the enenmry, who fnatching the dagger out of
each other’s hands, thewed a favage eagernefs to have a

{hare in his deftru¢tion.

Thus fell our great and excellent Commander! After a
life of fo much diftinguifhed and fuccefsful enterprize, his
death, as far as regards himfelf, cannot be reckoned pre-
mature; f{ince he lived to finifh the great work for which he
feems to have been defigned ; and was rather removed from
the enjoyment, than cut off from the acquifition, of glory.
How fincerely his lofs was felt and lamented, by thofe who
had fo long found their general fecurity in his {kill and con-
dué, and every confolation, under their hardfhips, in his
tendernefs and humanity, it is neither neceflary nor pofﬁblc
for me to defcribe ; ‘'much lefs fhall I attempt to paint the
horror with which we were ftruck, and the univerfal dejec-
tion and difmay, which followed fo dreadful and unex-
pected a calamity. The reader will not be difpleafed to turn
from fo fad a fcene, to the contemplation of his charaer

and virtues, whillt 1 am paying my laft tribute to the me-
mory of a dear and honoured friend, in a fhort hli’cory of
his life, and public fervices.

Captain
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Captain James Cook was born near Whitby, in York-
fhire, in the year 1727; and, at an early age, was put ap-
prentice to a fhopkeeper in a neighbouring village. His na-
tural inclination not having been confulted on this occa-
fion, he foon quitted the counter from difguft, and bound
himfelf, for nine years, to the mafter of a véflel in the coal
trade. At the breaking out of the war in 1755, he entered
into the king’s fervice, on board the Eagle, at that time
commanded by Captain Hamer, and afterward by Sir Hugh
Pallifer, who foon difcovered his merit, and introduced him
on the quarter-deck.

In the year 1758, we find him mafter of the Northumber- -

land, the flag thip of Lord Colville, who had then the com-
mand of the {quadron ftationed on the coaft of America. It
was here, as I have often heard him fay, that, during a
hard winter, he firft read Euclid, and applied himfelf to the
ftudy of mathematics and aftronomy, without any other
afliftance, than what a few books, and his own induftry,
afforded him. At the fame time, that he thus found means
to cultivate and improve his mind, and to fupply the defi-

ciencies of an early education, he was engaged in moft of .

the bufy and active fcenes of the war in America. At the
fiege of Quebec, Sir Charles Saunders committed to his
charge the execution of fervices, of the firft importance in
the naval department. He piloted the boats to the attack of
Montmorency ; conduted the embarkation to the Heights
of Abraham; examined the paflage, and laid buoys for the

fecurity of the large fhips in proceeding up the river. The

€ourage and addrefs with which he acquitted himfelf in
thefe fervices, gained him the warm friendthip of Sir Charles
Saunders and Lord Colville, who continued to patronize him,
during the reft of their lives, with the greateft zeal and af-

| fection,
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79 feftion. At the conclufion of the war, he was appointed,

‘—~— threugh the recommendation of Lord Colville and Sir Hugh
Pallifer, to furvey the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and the coalfts
of Newfoundland. In this employment he continued till
the year 1;67, when he was fixed on by Sir Edward Hawke,
to command an expedition to the South Seas; for the pur-
pofe of obferving the tranfic of Penus, and profecuting dif-
coveries in that part of the globe.

From this period, as his fervices are too well known to
require a recital here, fo his reputation has proportionably
advanced to a height too great to be affeted by my pane-
gyrick. Indeed, he appears to have been moft eminently
and peculiarly qualified for this fpecies of enterprize. The
carlieft habits of his life, the courfe of his fervices, and the
conflant application of his mind, all confpired to fit him for

it, and gave him a degree of profeflional knowledge, which
can fall to the lot of very few.

The conftitution of his body was robuft, inured to labour,
and capable of undergoing the fevereft hardfthips. His fto-
mach bore, without difliculty, the coarfeft and moft un-
grateful food. Indeed, temperance in hirn was fcarcely a
virtue ; fo great was the indifference with which he fub-
mitted to every kind of felf-denial. The qualities of his
mind were of the fame hardy, vigorous kind with thofe of
his body. His underftanding was flrong and perfpicacious.
His judgment, in whatever related to the fervices he was
engaged in, quick and fure. His defigns were bold and
manly ; and both in the conception, and in the mode of
execution, bore evident marks of a great original genius.
His courage was cool and determined, and accompanied
with an admirable prefence of mind in the moment of

6 danger,
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“danger. His manners were plain and unaffefted. Tis
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temper might perhaps have been juftly blamed, as fubjet e

to haftinefs and paflion, had not thefe been difarmed by a
difpofition the moft benevolent and humane.

Such were the outlines of Captain Cook’s charater; but
its moftdiftinguifhing feature was,that unremitting perfeve-
rance in the purfuit of his objet, which was not only fuperior
to the eppofition of dangers,and the preflure of hardfhips, but
even exempt from the want of ordinary relaxation. During
the long and tedious voyages in which he was engaged, his
eagernefs and altivity were never in the leaft abated. No
incidental temptation could detain him for a moment ; even
thofe intervals of recreation, which fometimes unavoidably
occurred, and were looked for by us with a longing, that
perfons, who have experienced the fatigues of fervice, will
readily excufe, were fubmitted to by him with a certain
impatience, whenever they could not be employed in making

further provifion for the more effectual profecution of his
defigns.

It 1s not neceflary, here, to enumerate the inflances.in
which thefe qualities were difplayed, during the great and
important enterprizes in which he was engaged. I fhall
content myfelf with ftating the refult of thofe fervices,
under the two principal heads to which they may be refer-
red, thofe of geography and navigation, placing each in a
feparate and diftinét point of view.

Perhaps no fcience ever received greater additions from
the labours of a fingle man, than geography has done from
thofe of Captain Cook. In his firft voyage to the South
Seas, he difcovered the Society Iflands ; determined the in-
fularity of New Zealand ; difcovered the ftraits which fepa-
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rate the two iflands, and are called after his name; and’
made a complete furvey of both. He afterward explored
the Eaftern coaft of New Holland, hitherto unknown; an
extent of twenty-feven degrees of latitude, or upward of
two thoufand miles.

In his fecond expedition, he refolved the great problem of
a Southern continent ; havmg traverfed that hemifphere be-
tween the latitudes of 40° and 70’ in {uch a manner, as
not to leave a poffibility of its exiflence, unlefs near the pole,.
and out of the reach of navigation. During this voyage,
he difcovered New Caledonia, the largeft ifland in the South-
ern Pacific, except New Zealand; the ifland of Georgia;

"and an unknown coaft, which he named Sandwich Land,

the thule of the Southern hemifphere ; and having twice
vifited the tropical feas, he fettled the fituations of the old,
and made f{everal new difcoveries.

But the voyage we are now relating, is diftinguithed,
above all the reft, by the extent and importance of its dif-
coveries. Befides feveral {fmaller iflands in the Southern
Pacific, he difcovered, to the North of the equino¢tial line,
the group called the Sandwich Iflands; which, from their
fituation and produétions, bid fairer for becoming an objec
of confequence, in the {yftem of European navigation, than
any other dilcovery in the South Sea. He afterward ex-
plored what had hitherto remained unknown of the Weftern
coaft of America, from the latitude of 43° to 70° North, con-
taining an extent of three thoufand five hundred miles;
alcertained the proximity of the two great continents of
Afia and America ; paffed the ftraits between them, and {ur-
veyed the coaft, on each fide, to fuch a height of Northern
latitude, as to demonftrate the impra&icability of a paffage,

8 in
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in that hemifphere, from the Atlantic into the Pacific Ocean,
either by an Eaftern or a Weftern courfe. In fhort, if we
cexcept the fea of Amur, and the Japanefe Archipelago,
which ftill remain imperfetly known to Europeans, he has
completed the hydrography of the habitable globe,

As a navigator, his fervices were not perhaps lefs fplendid;
certainly not lefs important and meritorious. The method
which he difcovered, and fo fuccefsfully purfucd, of pre-
Aderving the healcth of feamen, forms a new ara in naviga-
.tion, and will tran{mit his name to future ages, amongft the
friends and benefa&ors of mankind. '

Thofe who are converfant in naval hiftory, nced not be
told, at how dear a rate the advantages, which have been
fought, through the medium of long voyages at fea, have
always been purchafed. That dreadful diforder which is
peculiar to this fervice, and whofe ravages have marked the

tracks of difcoverers with circumftances almoft too thock-
ing to relate, muft, without exercifing an unwarrantable

tyranny over the lives of our feamen, have proved an in-
fuperable obftacle to the profecution of fuch enterprizes. It
was referved for Captain Cook to fhew the world, by
repeated trials, that voyages might be protracted to the un-
ufual length of three or even four years, in unknown re-
gions, and under every change and rigour of climate, not
only without affe¢ting the health, but even without di-
minithing the probability of life, in the fmalleft degree.
The method he purfued has been fully explained by him-
felf, in a paper which was read before the Royal Society, in
the year 1776 *; and whatever improvements the experience

* Sir Godfiey Copley’s gold medal was adjudged to him, on that occafion.
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. of the prefent voyage has fuggefted, are mentioned in their

——~— proper places.

With refpe to his profeflional abilities, I fhall Ieave them
to the judgment of thofe who are beft acquainted with the
nature of the fervices in which he was engaged. They
will readily acknowledge, that to have conducted three ex-
peditions of fo much danger and difficulty, of fo unufual
a length, and in fuch a variety of fituation, with uniform
and invariable fuccefs, muft have required not only a
thorough and accurate knowledge of his bufinefs, but a
powerful and comprehenfive genius, fruitful in refources,
and equally ready in the application of whatever the higher
and inferior calls of the fervice required.

Having given the moft faithful account I have been able
to colle(t, both from my own obfervation, and the relations
of others, of the death of my ever honoured friend, and
alfo of his charaéter and fervices ; I {fhall now leave his me-
mory to the gratitude and admiration of pofterity; accept-
ing, with a melancholy fatisfaction, the honour, which the
lofs of him hath procured me, of feeing my name joined
with his; and of teftifying that affection and refpect for
his memory, which, whilft he lived, it was no lefs my in-
clination, than my conftant ftudy, to thew him.

CH AT,
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Tranfaétions at Owbyhee, [ubfequent to the Death of Cap-~
tain Cook.—Gallant Bebaviour of the Licutenant of '
Marines.— Dangerous Situation of the Party at the
Morai,— Bravery of one of the Natives.— Confultation
refpelting future Meafures.—Demand of the Body of
Captain Cook.—Evafive and infidious Condué? of Koabh,
and the Chicfs.—Infolent Bebaviour of the Natives.—
Promotion of Officers.— Arrival of two Pricfls with
Part of the Body.—Extraordinary Bebaviour of two
Boys.—Burning of the Village of Kakooa.—Unfortunate
Deftruétion of 'the Dwellings of the Priefts.—Recovery

of the Bones of Captain Cook——Departure Srom Kara-
kakooa Bay.

IT has been already related, that four of the marines,
who attended Captain Cook, were killed by the iflanders
on the fpot. The reft, with Mr. Phillips, their Lieutenant,
threw themfelves into the water, and efcaped, under cover
of a {fmart fire from the boats. On this occafion, a remark-
able inftance of gallant behaviour, and of affection for his
men, was fhewn by that officer. For he had fcarcely got
Into the boat, when, fecing one of the marines, who was a.
bafi {wimmer, ftruggling in the water, and in danger of
being taken by the enemy, he immediately jumped into the |
fea to his affiftance, though much wounded himfelf; and

I after
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after receiving a blow on the head from a ftone, which had
nearly ‘fent him to the bottom, he caught the man by thc
hair, and brought him fafe off *.

‘Our people continued for fome time to keep up a conftant

fire from the boats (which, during the whole tranfaction,
‘were not more than twenty yards from the land), in order
‘to afford  their unfortunate companions, if any of them

{hould flill remain alive, an opportunity of® elcaping. Thefe
efforts, feconded by a few guns, that were fired at the fame
time, from the Refolution, having forced the natives at laft
to retire, a fmall boat, manned by five of our young mid-
fhipmen, pulled toward the fhore, wnere they faw the bo-

~dies, without any figns of life, lying on the ground; but

judging it dangerous to attempt to bring them off, with fo
fmall a force, and their ammunition being nearly expended,
they returned to the {hips, leaving them in pofleflion of the
iflanders, together with ten flands of arms.

As foon as the general confternation, which the news of
this calamity occafioned throughout both crews, had a little
fubfided, their attention was called to our party at the Mora;,

% From the annexed phate, the reader will be enabled to form a very clear and
diftinét idea of the fituation of the feveral places mentioned in this and the three laft
chapters, Oa the fartheft point of land, beyond the fhips, to the left, is fituated the
village of Kowrowa, where Captain Cook was killed. The pile of, ftones, with a
building on the top, at the other extremity of the plate, reprefents the Merai, where
the obfervatories were erefted.  Behind the grove of cocoa-nut trees, ftood the

cloifters of the priefts, To the left of thefe, is part of the village of Kakooa, which

was burnt down on the 17th of February; and, farther on, amongft the rocks, at the
end of the beack, is the well where we watered. The fteep high ground, above
the beach, is the hill from which the natives annoyed the watcrers, by ‘rolling down
ftones.

In the fore ground, a native is fwimming on one of the boards, as defcribed in the

feventh chapter.  The canoes, and the general air of the people, are rcprefcntcd with
the gleatef’c truth and fidelity,

where
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where the maft and fails were on fhore, with a guard of
only fix marines. It is impoflible for me to delcribe the
emotions of my own mind, during the time thefe tranf

adtions had been carrying on, at the other fide of the bay.
Being at the diftance only of a fhort mile from the village

of Kowrowa, we could fee diftin¢tly an immenfe crowd col-
lected on the {pot where Captain Cook had juft ‘before
landed. We heard the firing of the mufquetry, and could
perceive fome extraordinary buftle and agitation in the mul-
titude, We afterward faw the natives flying, the boats re-
tire from the fhore, agd pafling @nd repafling, in great
ftillnefs, between the fhips. I muft confefs, that my heart
foon mifgave me. Where a life fo dear and valuable was
concerned, it was impoflible not to be alarmed, by.appear-
ances both new and threatening. But, befides this, 1 knew,
thatalong and uninterrupted courfe of fuccefs, in his tranf-
adtions with the natives of thefe {eas, had given the Captain
a degree of confidence, that I was always fearful might, at
fome unlucky moment, put him too much off his guard;
and I now faw all the dangers to which that confidence
might lead, without receiving much confolation from con-
fidering the experience that had given rife to it.

My firft care, on hearing the mufquets fired, was, to aflure
the people, who were affembled in confiderable numbers,
round the wall of our confecrated field, and feemed equally
ata lofs with ourfelves how to account for what they had
feen and heard, that they fhould not be molefted ; and that,
at all events, I was defirous of continuing on peaceable
terms with them. We remained in this pofture, till the

boats had returned on board, when Caprain Clerke, obferv-.

ing, through his telefcope, that we were furrounded by the

- Matives, and apprehending they meant to attack us, ordered

two
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two four-pounders to be fired at them. Fortunately thefe

guns, though well aimed, did no mifchief, and yet gave
the natives a convincing proof of their power. One of the
balls broke a cocoa-nut tree in the middle, under which a
party of them were fitting ; and the other fhivered a rock,

‘that ftood in an exact line with them. AsI had, juft before,

given them the flrongeft aflurances of their fafety, I was
exceedingly mortified at this act of hoftility; and, to pre-
vent a repetition of it, immediately difpatched a boat to ac-
quaint Captain Clerke, that, at prefent, I was on the moft
friendly terms with the natives; and that, if occafion fhould

hereafter arife for altering my condué&t toward them, I -

would hoift a jack, as a fignal for him to afford us all the
afliftance in his power.

We expected the return of the boat with the utmoft impa-
tience; and after remaining a quarter of an hour, under
the moft torturing anxiety and fufpence, our fears were at
length confirmed, by the arrival of Mr. Bligh, with orders
to ftrike the tents as quickly as poflible, and to fend the
fails, that were repairing, on board. Juft at the fame mo-
ment, our friend Kaireekeea having allo received intelli-
gence of the death of Captain Cook, from a native, who had

arrived from the other fide of the bay, came to me, with
great forrow and dejection in his countenance, to inquire,
if 1t was true?

Our fituation was, at this time, extremely critical and im-
portant. Not only our own lives, but the event of the ex-
pedition, and the return of at leaft one of the fhips, being
involved in the fame common danger. We had the maft of
the Refolution, and the greateft part of our fails, on fhore,
under the prote¢tion of only fix marines: their lofs would

have
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have been irreparable ; and though the natives had not as
yet thewn the {malleft difpofition to moleft us, yet it was
impoflible to anfwer for the alteration, which the news of
the tranfa&jon at Kowrowa might produce. I therefore

thought it prudent to diflemble my belief of the decath of

Captain Cook, and to defire Kaireekeea to difcourage the
report ; left either the fear of our refentment, or’ the fuc~
cefsful example of their countrymen, might lead them to

feize the favourable opportunity, which at this time offered
itfelf, of giving us a fecond blow. At the fame time, I ad-
vifed him to bring old Kaoo, and the reft of the priefls, into

a large houfe that was clofe to the Morai; partly out of '

regard to their fafety, in cafe it thould have been found
neceflary to proceed to extremities ; and partly to have him
near us, in order to make ufe of his authority with the
people, if it could be inftrumental in preferving peace.

Having placed the marines on the top of the Morai, which
formed a ftrong and advantageous poft, and left the com-
mand with Mr. Bligh, giving him the mof: pofitive direc-
tions to adt entirely on the defenfive, I went on board the
Difcovery, in order to reprefent to Captain Clerke the dan-
gerous fituation of our affairs, As foon as 1 quitted the

fpot, the natives began to annoy our people with ftones ;"

and I had fcarcely reached the fhip, before I heard the firing
of the marines. I therefore returned inftantly on thore,
- where I found things growing every moment more alarm-

ing. The natives were arming, and putting on their mats;

and their numbers increafed very falt. 1 could alfo perceive
feveral large bodies marching toward us, along the cliff
which feparates the village of Kakcoa from the North fide
of the bay, where the village of Kowrowa is fituated.

- Vou. IIL 1 They
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They began, at firft, toattack us with ftones, from behind

‘-~ the walls of their inclofures, and finding no refiftance on

our part, they foon grew more daring. A few refolute fel-
lows, having crept along the beach, under cover of the
rocks, fuddenly made their appearance at the foot of the
Morai, with a defign, as it feemed, of ftorming it on the
fide next the fea, which was its only acceflible part; and
were not diflodged, till after they had ftood a confiderable
number of fhot, and feen one of their party fall.

The bravery of one of thefe aflailants well deferves to be
particularly mentioned. For having returned to carry off
his companion, amidft the fire of our whole party, a wound,
which he received, made him quirt the body and retire; but,”
in a few minutes, he again appeared, and being again
wounded, he was obliged a fecond time to retreat. At this
moment I arrived at the Mora;, and faw him return the
third time, bleeding and faint; and being informed of what
had happened, I forbad the foldiers to fire, and he was {uf-
fered to carry off his friend; which he was juft able to per-
form, and then fell down himfelf, and expired.

About this time, a {lrong reinforcement from both thips
having landed, the natives retreated behind their walls;
which giving me accefls to our friendly priefts, I fent one of
them to endeavour to bring their countrymen to fome terms,
and to propofe to them, that if they would defit from throw-
ing ftones, I would not permit our men to fire. This truce
was agreed to, and we were fuffered to launch the maft, and
carry off the fails, and our aftronomical apparatus, unmo-
lefled. As foon as we had quitted the Morai, they took
poffcﬂion of it, and fome of them threw a few flones; but
without doing us any mifchief,

It
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1t was half an hour paft eleven oclock, when I got on
board the Difcovery, where I found no decifive plan had
been adopted for our future proceedings. The reftirution
of the boat, and the recovery of the body of Captain Cook
were the objeéts, which, on all hands, we agreed to infit
on; and it was my opinion, that fome vigorous fleps fhould
be taken, in cafe the demand of them was not immediately
complied with.

Though my feelings, on the death of a beloved and ho-
noured friend, may be fufpected to have had fome fhare
in this opinion, yet there were certainly other reafons, and
thofe of the moft ferious kind, that had confiderable weight
with me. The confidence which their fuccefs in killing our
Chief, and forcing us to quit the thore, muft naturally have
infpired ; and the advantage, however trifling, which they
had obtained over us the preceding day, would, I had no
doubt, encourage them to make fome further dangerous
attempts ; and the more efpecially, as they had litte reafon,
from what they had hitherto feen, to dread the cffe@s of
our fire-arms. Indeed, contrary to the expetations of every
one, this fort of weapon had produced no figns of terror in

them. On our fide, fuch was the condition of the fhips,
and the ftate of difcipline amongft us, that had a vigorous
attack been made on us, in the night, it would have been
impoffible to anfwer for the confequences.

- In thefe apprehenfions, I was fupported by the opinion
of moft of the officers on board; and nothing feemed to
me f{o likely to encourage the natives to make the attempt,
as the appearance of our being inclined to an accom-
modation, which they could only attribute to weaknefs, or
fear.
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In favour of more conciliatory meafures, it was juftly urged,

‘g that the mifchief was done, and irreparable ; that the na-

tives bad a ftrong claim to our regard, on account of their
former friendfhip and kindnefs; and the more efpecially,
as the late melancholy accident did not appear to have arifen
irom any premeditated defign : that, on the part of Ter-
recoboo, his ignorance of the theft, his readinefs to accom-
pany Captain Cook on board, and his having a&ually fent
his two fons into the boat, muft free him from the fmalleft
degree of fufpicion: that the condué of his women, and
the Erees, might eafily be accounted for, from the appre-
henfions occafioned by the armed force with which' Captain
Cook came on fhore, and the hoftile preparations in the
bay; appearances fo different from the terms of friendfhip
and confidence, in which both parties had hitherto lived,
that the arming of the natives was evidently with a defign
to refift the attempt, which they had fome reafon to imagine
would be made, to carry off their king by force, and was
naturally to be expetted from a people full of affe@tion and
attachment to their Chiefs.

To thefe motives of humanity, others of a prudential
nature were added; that we were in wantof water, and other
refrefhments : that our foremaft would require fix or eight
days work, before it could be ftepped : that the {pring was
advancing apace; and that the fpeedy profecution of our
next Northern expedition ought now to be our fole object:
that therefore to engage in a vindictive conteft with the in-
habitants, might not only lay us under the imputation of
unneceffary cruelty, but would occafion an unav01dable de-
lay in the equipment of the fhips.

In this latter opinion Captain Clerke concurred; and
though I was convinced, that an ecarly difplay of vigorous
refentment
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refentment would more effeually have anfwered every Fclgrzfx;yu
object both of prudence and humanity, I was not forry, that ‘—v—
the meafures I had recommended were rejeCted. Forthough
the contemptuous behaviour of the natives, and their fub-
fequent oppolfition to our neceflary operations on fhore, arif-
ing, I have no doubt, from a mifconftrution of our lenity,
compelled us at laft to have recourfe to violence in our own
defence; yet I am not fo fure, that the circumftances of the
cafe would, in the opinion of the world, have juftified the
ufe of force, on our part, in the firft inftance. Cautionary
rigour is at all times invidious, and has this additional ob-
je€tion to ir, that the feverity of a preventive courfe,

when it beft fucceeds, leaves its expediency the leaft ap-
parent.

During the time we were thus engaged, in concerting
fome plan for our future condud, a prodigious concourfe
of natives flill kept pofleflion of the fhore; and fome of
them came off in canoes, and had the boldnefs to approach
within piftol-thot of the fhips, and to infult us by various
marks of contempt and defiance. It was with great diffi-
culty we could reftrain the failors from the ufe of their
arms, on thefe occafions; but as pacific meafures had

been refolved on, the canoes were {uffered to return un-
molefted,

In purfuance of this plan, it was determined, that I
fhould proceed toward the fhore, with the boats of both
fhips, well manned and armed, with a view to bring the

natives to a parley, and, if poflible, to obtain a conference
with fome of the Chiefs.

If this attempt fucceeded, I was to demand the dead
bodies, and particularly that of Captain Cook ; to threaten
them
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them with our vengeance in cafe of a refufal; but, by no
means, to fire unlefs attacked ; and not to land on any ac-
count whatever. Thefe orders were delivered to me before
the whole party, and in the moft pofitive manner.

I left the fhips about four o’clock in the afternoon; and,
as we approached the fhore, I perceived every indication of
a hoftile reception. The whole crowd of natives was in
motion ; the women and children retiring; the men putiing
on their war mats, and arming themfelves with long fpears
and daggers. We alfo obferved, that, fince the morning,
they had thrown up ftone breaft-works along the beach,
where Captain Cook had landed; probably in expetation
of an attack art that place; and, as foon as we were within
reach, they began to throw ftones at us with flings, but
without doing any mifchief. Concluding, therefore, thar all
attempts to bring them to a parley would be in vain, unlefs
I firt gave them fome ground for murual confidence ; I or-
dered the armed boats to ftop, and went on, in the fmall
boat, alone, with a white flag in my hand, which, by a
general cry of joy from the natives, 1 had the fatisfaction to
find was inftantly underftood. The women immediately re-
turned from the fide of the hill, whither they had retired ;
the men threw off their mats; and all fat down together by
the water-fide, extending their arms, and inviting me to
come on fhore,

Though this behaviour was very expreflive of a friendly
difpofition, yet I could not help entertaining fome fufpicions
of its fincerity. But when I faw Koah, with a boldnefs and
aflurance altogether unaccountable, fwimming off toward
the boat, with a white flag in his hand, I thought it ne-
ceflfary to return this mark of confidence, and therefore re-
ceived bim into the boat, though armed; a circumftance

which
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which did not tend to leffen my fufpicions. I muft confefs,
I had long harboured an unfavourable opinion of this man.
The priefts had always told us, that he was of a malicious
difpofition, and no friend of ours; and the repeated detec-
tions of his fraud and treachery, had convinced us of the
truth of their reprefentations. Add to'all this, the thocking
tranfaction of the morning, in which he was feen alting a
principal part, made me feel the utmoft horror at finding
myfelf {o near him; and as he came up to me with feigned
tears, and embraced me, I was fo diftruftful of his inten-
tions, that I could not help taking hold of the point of the
pabovab, which he held in his hand, and turning it from
me. [ told him, thatI had come to demand the body of
Captain Cook ; and to declare war againft them, unlefs it
was inftantly reftored. He aflured me this thould be done
as foon as poflible; and that he would go himfelf for that
purpofe ; and, after begging of me a piece of iron, with

much aflurance, as if nothing extraordinary had happened,
he leaped into the fea, and fwam athore, calling out to his
countrymen, that we were all friends again.

We waited near an hour, with great anxiety for his re-
turn; during which time, the relt of the boats had ap-
proached fo near the fhore, as to enter into converfation
with a party of the natives, at fome diltance from us; by
whom they were plainly given to underftand, that the body

had been cut to pieces, and carried up the country; but of
this circumitance I was not informed, ull our return to the

thips. .
I began now to exprefs fome impatience at Koah's delay ;
upon which the Chiefs prefled me exceedingly to come on

fhore ; affuring me, thatif I would go myfelf to Terreeoboo,
| the
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the body would certainly be reflored to me. When they
found they could not prevail on me to land, they attempt-
ed, under a pretence of wifthing to converfe with more eafe,
t6 decoy our boat among fome rocks, where they would
have had it in their power to cut us'off from the reft. It
was no difficult matter to fee through thefe artifices; and I
was, therefore, ftrongly inclined to break off all further
communication with them, when a Chief came to us, who
was the particular friend of Captain Clerke, and of the officers
of the Difcovery, on board which thip he had failed, when
we laft left the bay, intending to take his paflage to Mewwee.
He told us, he came from Terrceoboo to acquaint us, that
the body was carried up the country; but that it fthould
be brought to us the next morning. There appeared a great
deal of fincerity in his manner ; and being afked, if he told
a falfehood, he hooked his two fore-fingers together, which
is underflood amongft thefe iflanders as the fign of truth;
in the ufe of which they are very fcrupulous.

As I was now at a lofs in what manner to proceed, I fent
Mr. Vancouver to acquaint Captain Clerke with all that had
pafled ; that my opinion was, they meant not to keep their
word with us, and were fo far from being forry at what had
happened, that, on the contrary, they were full of {pirits
and confidence on account of their late fuccefs, and fought
only to gain time, till they could contrive fome {cheme for
getting us into their power, Mr. Vancouver came back
with orders for me to return on board; having firft given
the natives to underftand, that, if the body was not brought
the next morning, the town fhould be deftroyed.

When they faw that we were going off, they endeavoured
to provoke us by the moft infulting and contemptuous gel-
tures. Some of our people faid, they could diftinguifh feve-
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ral of the natives parading about in the clothes of our un-
fortunate comrades; and, among them, a Chief brandifhing
Captain Cook’s hanger, and a woman holding the fcabbard.
Indeed, there can be no doubt, but that our behaviour had
given them a mean opinion of our courage ; for they could
have but little notion of the motives of humanity that di-
rected it

In confequence of the report I made to Captain Clerke, of
what I conceived to be the pr¢fent temper and difpofition of
the iflanders, the moft effeCtual meafures were taken to
guard againft any attack they might make in the night. The
boats were moored with top-chains ; additional fentinels
were pofted on both fhips; and guard-boats were ftationed
to row round them, in order to prevent the natives from cut-
ting the cables. During the night we obferved a prodi-
gious number of lights on the hills, which’made fome of
us imagine, they were removing their effets back into the
country, in confequence of our threats. But I rather be-
liecve them to have been the facrifices that were performing
on account of the war, in which they imagined themfelves
about to be engaged; and moft probably the bodies of our
flain countrymen were, at that time, burning. We after-
ward faw fires of the fame kind, as we pafled the ifland of
Morotoi ; and which, we were told by fome natives then on
board, were made on account of the war they had declared
againft a neighbouring ifland. And this agrees with what
we learned amongft the Friendly and Society Ifles, that,
previous to any expedition againft an enemy, the Chiefs al-
ways endeavoured to animate and inflame the courage of
the people by feafls and rejoicings in the night,

We remained the whole night undifturbed, except by the
howlings and lamentations which were heard on fhore:

Vo, 1L K and
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and early the next morning, Koah came along-fide the Re-
folution, with a prefent of cloth, and a fmall pig, which he
defired leave to prefent to me. I have mentioned before,
that I was fuppofed, by the natives, to be the fon of Captain
Cook ; and as he, in his life-time, had always fuffered
them to believe it, I was probably confidered as the Chief,
after his death. As foon as I came on deck, 1 queftioned
him about the body ; and, on his returning me nothing but
evafive anfwers, I refufed to accept his prefents; and was
going to difmifs him, with fome expreflions of anger and
refentment, had not Captain Clerke, judging it beft, at all

events, to keep up the appearance of friendfhip, thought

it more proper, that he fhould be treated with the ufual re-
{pect. '

This treacherous fellow came frequently to us, during
the courfe of the forenoon, with fome rtrifling prefent or
other ; and as I always obferved him eyeing every part of
the fhip with great attention, I took care he fhould fee we:

were well prepared for our defence.

He was exceedingly urgent, both with Captain Clerke and
myfelf, to go on fhore, laying all the blame of the deten-
tion of the bodies on the other Chiefs; and afluring us, that
every thing might be fettled to our fatisfation, by a per-
{fonal interview with Terrecoboo. However, his conduct
was too fufpicious to make it prudent to comply with this
requeft ; and indeed a fact came afterward to our know-
ledge, which proved the entire falfehood of his pretenfions.
Yor we were told, that, immediately after the attion in
which Captain Cook was killed, the old king had retired
to a cave in the fleep part of the mountain, that hangs over
the bay, which was acceflible only by the help of ropes,

o and



THECEAGCGREIC OCLEAN

and where he remained for many days, having his victuals
let down to him by cords.

When Koah returned from the thips, we could perceive
that his countrymen, who had been collected, by break of
day, in vaft crowds on the fhore, thronged abour him with
great eagernefs; as if to learn the intelligence he had ac-
quired, and what was to be done in confequence of it. It is
very probable, that they expected we fhould attempt to put
our threats in execution ; and they feemed fully refolved to
fland their ground. During the whole morning, we heard
conchs blowing in different parts of the coaft; large parties
were {een marching over the hills ; and, in fhort, appear-
ances were {o alarming, that we carried out a ftream anchor,
to enable us to haul the fhip abreaft of the town, in cafe of
an attack ; and ftationed boats off the North point of the
bay, .to prevent a furprife from that quarter.

The breach of their engagement to reftore the bodies of
the flain, and the warlike pofture, in which they, at this

time, appeared, occafioned freth debates amongft us con-
cerning the meafures next to be purfued. It was, at laft,
determined, that nothing fhould be fuffered to interfere
with the repair of the maft, and the preparations for our

departure ; but that we fhould, neverthelefs, continue our
negociations for the recovery of the bodies.

The greateft part of the day was taken up in getting the
fore-maft into a proper fituation on deck, for the carpenters
0 work upon it; and in making the neceffary alterations in
the commiflions of the officers. The command of the ex-
pedition having devolved on Captain Clerke, he removed
on board the Refolution, appointed Lieutenant Gore to be
Captain of the Difcovery, and promoted Mr. Harvey, a mid-

K2 thipman,
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thipman, who had been with Captain Cook in his two laft
voyages, to the vacant Lieutenancy. During the whole
day, we met with no interruption from the natives; and, at
night, the launch was again moored with a top-chain; and
guard-boats ftaticned round both fhips as before.

About eight o’clock, it being very dark, a canoe was heard
paddling toward the fhip; and as foon as it was feen, both
the fentinels on deck fired into it. There were two perfons
in the canoe, and they immediately roared out  Zinnce,”
(which was the way in which they pronounced my name),
and faid they were friends, and had fomething for me be-
longing to Captain Cook. When they came on board, they
threw themfelves at our feet, and appeared exceedingly
frightened. Luckily neither of them was hurt, notwith-
ftanding the balls of both pieces had gone through the
canoe. One of them was the perfon, whom I have before

" mentioned under the name of the Taboo man, who con-

ftantly attended Captain Cook with the circumftances of ce-
remony I have already defcribed; and who, though a man
of rank in the ifland, could {carcely be hindered from per-
forming for him the lowelt offices of a menial fervant,
After lamenting, with abundance of tears, the lofs of the
Orono, he told us, that he had brought us a part of his
body. He then prefented to us a fmall bundle wrapped up
in cloth, which he brought under his arm; and it is im-
poflible to defcribe the horror which feized us, on finding
in it, a piece of human flefh, about nine or ten pounds
weight. This, he faid, was all that remained of .the body;
that the reft was cut to pieces, and burnt; but that the
head and all the bones, except what belonged to the trunk,
were in the pofleflion of Terreeoboo, and the other Erees;
that what we {faw had been allotted to Kaoo, the chief of
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-he priefts, to be made ufe of in fome religious ceremony ;
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and that he had fent it as a proof of his innocence and at~ ‘“———v

tachment to us.

This aflforded an opportunity of informing ourfelves,
whether they were cannibals; and we did not negleét it.
We firlt tried, by many indire&t queflions, put to each of
them apart, to learn in what manner the reft of the bodies
had been difpofed of; and finding them very conflant in
one flory, that, after the flefth had been cut off, it was all
burnt; we at laft put the dire& queftion, Whether they
had not eat fome of it?! They immediately fhewed as
much horror at the idea, as any European would have done;
and afked, very naturally, if that was the cuftom amongf(t
us? They afterward afked us, with great earneftnefs and

apparent apprehenfion, ¢ When the Orono would come

again! and what he would do to them on his return?” The
fame inquiry was frequently made afterward by others;
and this idea agrees with the general tenour of their con-
duct toward him, which thewed, that they confidered him
as a being of a fuperior nature.

We prefled our two friendly vifiters to remain on board till
morning ; but in vain. They told us, that, if this tranfattion
fhould come to the knowledge of the king, or Chiefs, it might
be attended with the moft fata) confequences to their whole
fociety ; in order to prevent which, they had been obliged
to come off to us in the dark ; and thar the fame precaution
would be neceflary in returning on thore. They informed
us farther, that the Chiefs were eager to revenge the death
of their countrymen ; and, particularly, cautioned us againft
trufting Koah, who, they faid, was our mortal and im-

placable enemy; and defired nothing more ardently, than
an
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an -opportunity of fighting us; to which the blowing of
the conchs, we had heard in the morning, was meant as a
challenge.

We learned from thefe men, that feventeen of their coun-

trymen were killed in the firft action at Kowrowa, of whom

five were Chiefs; and that Kaneena and his brother, our
very particular friends, were unfortunately of that number.
Eight, they faid, were killed at the obfervatory ; three of
whom were alfo of the firft rank.

About eleven o’clock, our two friends left us, and took
the precaution to defire, that our guard-boat might attend
them, till they had pafled the Difcovery, left they fhould
again be fired upon, which might alarm their countrymen
on fhore, and expofe them to the danger of being difco-
vered. This requeft was complied with; and we had the
fatisfattion to find, that they got fafe and undifcovered to
Jand.

During the remainder of this night, we heard the fame
loud howling and lamentations, as in the preceding one.
Early in the morning, we received another vifit from Koah.
I muft confefs, I was a little piqued to find, that, notwith-
flanding the moft evident marks of treachery in his con-
dud, and the pofitive teftimony of our friends the priefts, he
thould flill be permitted to carry on the fame farce, and to
make us at leaft appear to be the dupes of his hypocrify.
Indeed our fituation was become extremely awkward and
unpromifing ; none of the purpofes for which this pacific
courfe of proceeding had been adopted, having hitherto
been in the leaft forwarded by it. No fatisfaCtory anfwer
whatever had been given to our demands ; we did not feem
to be at all advanced toward a reconciliation with the

iflanders ;
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iflanders ; they ftill kept in force on the fhore, as if deter-
mined to refift any attempts we might make to land ; and
yet the attempt was become abfolutely neceflary, as the
completing our fupply of water would not admit of any
longer delay.

However it muft be obferved, in juftice to the condué of
Captain Clerke, that it was very probable, from the great
numbers of the natives, and from the refolution with
which they feemed to expect us, an attack could not have
been made without {fome danger; and that the lofs of a
very few men might have been feverely felt by us, during
the remaining courfe of our voyage. Whereas the delaying
the execution of our threats, though, on the one hand, it
leflened their opinion of our prowefs, had the effect of
caufing them to difperfe, on the other. For, this day, about
noon, finding us perfilt in our inacivity, great bodies of
them, after blowing their conchs, and ufing every mode of
defiance, marched off, over the bhills, and never appeared
afterward. Thofe, however, who remained, were not the
lefs daring and infolent. One man had the audacity to
come within mufquet-fhot, a-head of the fhip; and, after
flinging feveral flones at us, he waved Captain Cook’s hat
over his head, whilft his countrymen on fhore were exult-
ing, and encouraging his boldnefs. Our people were all in
a flame at this infult, and coming in a body on the quarter-
deck, begged they might no longer be obliged to put up
with thefe repeated provocations; and requefted me to ob-
tain permiflion for them, from Captain Clerke, to avail
themfelves of the firft fair occafion of revenging the death
of their Commander. On my acquainting him with what
was pafling, he gave orders for fome great guns to be fired

at the natives on fhore; and promifed the crew, that if they
fhould
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fhould meet with any moleftation at the watering-place, the
next day, they fhould then be left at liberty to chatftife
them,

It is fomewhat remarkable, that, before we could bring
our guns to bear, the iflanders had fufpected our intentions,
from the ftir they faw in the fhip, and had retired behind
their houfes and walls. We were therefore obliged to fire,
in fome meafure, at random; notwithftanding which, our
fhot produced all the effets that could have been defired,
For, foon after, we faw Koah paddling toward us, with ex4
treme hafte, and, on his arrival, we learned, that fome
people had been killed, and amongft the reft, Maiha-maiha,
a principal Chief, and a near relation of the king*,

Soon after the arrival of Koah, two boys {wam off from
the Morai toward the fhips, having each a long fpear in his
hand; and after they had approached pretty near, they be-
gan to chant a fong, in a very folemn manner; the fubjet
of which, from their often mentioning the word Orono, and
pointing to the village where Captain Cook was killed, we
concluded to be the late calamitous difaller. Having fung
in a plaintive ftrain for about twelve or fifteen minutes,
during the whole of which time they remained in the wa-
ter, they went on board the Difcovery, and delivered their
fpears; and, after making a fhort ftay, returned on fhore,
Who fent them, or what was the object of this ceremony,
we were never able to learn,

At night, the ufual precautionswere taken for the fecu-
rity of the fhips; and as foon as it was dark, our two

* The wotd matee, is commonly ufed, in the language of thefe iflands, to exprefs
either killing or wounding; and we were afterward told, that this Chief had only

received a flight blow on the face from a ftone, which had been flruck by one of the
balls.

friends,
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friends, who had vifired us the night before, came off again.
They aflured us, that though the effets of our great guns,
this afternoon, had terrified the Chiefs exceedingly, they had

by no means laid afide their hoftile intentions, and advifed
us to be on our guard.

The next morning, the boats of both fhips were fent
afhore for water; and the Difcovery was warped clofe to the
beach, in order to cover that fervice. We foon found, that
the intelligence which the priefts had fent us, was not with-
out foundation; and that the natives were refolved to take

every opportunity of annoying us, when it could be done
without much rifk.

Throughout all this group of iflands, the villages, for the
moft parg, are fituated near the fea; and the adjacent ground
1s inclofed with ftone walls, about three feet high. Thefe,
we at firft imagined, were intended for the divifion of pro-
perty; but we now difcovered, that they ferved, and pro-
bably were principally defigned, for a defence againft in-
vafion. They confift of loofe ftones, and the inhabitants are
very dexterous in fhifting them, with great quicknefs, to fuch
{ituations, as the direCtion of the attack may require. In
the fides of the mountain, which hangs over the bay, they
have alfo little holes, or caves, of confiderable depth, the
entrance of which is fecured by a fence of the fame kind.
From behind both thefe defences the natives kept perpetu-
ally harafling our waterers with ftones; nor could the
fmall force we had on fhore, with the advanta ge of mufquets,
compel them to retreat.

In this expofed fituation, our people were {o taken up in
attending to their own fafety, that they employed the whole

forenoon in filling only one ton of water. As it was there-
Vou, III. L fore
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fore impoflible to perform this fervice, till their affailants
were driven to a greater diftance, the Difcovery was ordered.
to diflodge them, with-her great guns ; which being effected

by a few difcharges, the men landed without moleftation.

However, the natives foon after made their appearance again,
in their ufual mode of attack; and it was now found abfo-
lutely neceflary to burn down fome ftraggling houfes, near
the wall, behind which they had taken fhelter. In execut-
ing thefe orders, I am forry to add, that our people were
hurried into acts of unneceflary cruelty and devaftation.
Something ought certainly to be allowed to their refentment
of the repeated infults, and contemptuous behaviour, of the
iflanders, and to the natural defire of revenging the lofs of
their Commander. But, at the fame ume, their conduct
ferved ftrongly to convince me, that the utmoft precaution
is neceffary in trufting, though but for a moment, the dif-
cretionary ufe of arms, in the hands of private feamen, or
foldiers, on fuch occafions. The rigour of difcipline, and
the habits of obedience, by which their force is kept di-
re&ed to its proper objects, lead them naturally enough to

conceive, that whatever they have the power, they have alfo
the right to do.  Actual difobedience being almoft the only

crime for which they are accuftomed to expect punithment,
they learn to confider it as the only meafure of right and
wrong ; and hence are apt to conclude, that what they can
do with impunity, they may do with juftice and honour.
So that the feclings of humanity, which are infeparable
from us all, and that generofity toward an unrefiting
enemy, which, at other times, is the diftinguifthing mark of
brave men, become but weak reftraints to the exercife of
violence, when oppofed to the defire they naturally have of

thewing their own independence and power.
I have
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I have already mentioned, that orders had been given to
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burn only a few ftraggling huts, which afforded fhelter t0 ‘o’

the natives. We were therefore a good deal furprized to fee
the whole village on fire; and before a boar, that was
fent to ftop the progrefs of the mifchicef, could reach the
fhore, the houfes of our old and conftant friends, the priefis,
were allin flames. I cannot enough lament the illnefs, that
confined me on board this day. The priefts had always
been under my protection ; and, unluckily, the officers who
were then on duty, having been feldom on fhore at the
Morai, were not much acquainted with the circumftances of
the place. Had I been prefent myfelf, I might probably

have been the means of faving their little fociety from
deftruétion,

Several of the natives were fhot, in making their efcape
from the flames; and our people cut off the heads of two
of them, and brought them on board. The fate of one
poor iflander was much lamented by us all. As he was
coming to the well for water, he was fhot at by one of the
marines. The ball ftruck his calibath, which he immedi-
ately threw from him and fled. He was purfued into one
of the caves I have before defcribed, and no lion could have
defended his den with greater courage and fiercenefs ; till
at laft, after having kept two of our people at bay for a
confiderable time, he expired, covered with wounds. It was
this accident, that firft brought us acquainted with thé'ufe

. of thefe caverns.

At this time, an elderiy man was taken prifoner, bound,
and fent on board in the {fame boat with the heads of his

two countrymen. I never faw horror fo ftrongly pictured,
as in the face of this man, nor fo violent a tranfition to

L a extravagant
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extravagant joy, asé when he was untied, and told he might
go away in fafety. He fhewed us he did not want grati-
tude, as he frequently afterward returned with prefents of
provifions ; and alfo did us other fervices.

Soon after the village was dcﬂ-royéd, we faw, coming

down the hill, a man, attended by fifteen or twenty boys,
holding pieces of white cloth, green boughs, plantains, &e.

in their hands. I knew not how it happened, that this:

peaceful embafly, as foon as they were within reach, re-
ceived the fire of a party of our men. This, however, did
not ftop them. They continued their proceffion, and the
officer on duty came up, in time, to prevent a fecond dif-
charge. As they approached nearer, it was found to be our
much-efteemed friend Kaireekeea, who had fled on our
firft fetting fire to the village, and had now recturned, and
defired to be {ent on board the Refolution.

When he arrived, we found him exceedingly grave and
thoughtful. We endeavoured to make him underftand the
neceflity we were under of fetting fire to the village, by
which his houfe, and thofe of his brethren, were uninten-
tionally confumed. He expoftulated a little with us on our
want of friendfhip, and on our ingratitude. And, indeed,
it was not till now, that we learnt the whole extent of the
injury we had done them. He told us, that, relying on the
promifes I had made them, and on the affurances they had
afterward received from the men, who had brought us the
remains of Captain Cook, they had not removed their ef-
fets back into the country, with the reft of the inhabitants,
but had put every thing that was valuable of their own, as
well as what they had collected from us, into a houfe clofe
to the Morai, where they had the mortification to fee it all
fet on fire by ourfelves,

5 On
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On coming on board,-he had feen the heads of his coun-
trymen lying on the deck, at which he was exceedingly
thocked, and defired, with great earneftnefs, that they might
be thrown over-board. This requeft Capiain Clerke inflant-
ly ordered to be complied with.

In the evening, the watering party returned on board,
having met with no farther interruption. - We pafled a
gloomy night; the cries and lamentations we heard on fhore
being far more dreadful than ever. Our only confolation
was, the hope that we fhould have no occafion, in future,
for a repetition of {uch feverities,

It is very extraordinary, that, amidft all thefe difturbances,
the women of the ifland, who were on board, never offered
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to leave us, nor difcovered the fmalleft apprehenfions either

for themfelves or their friends athore. So entirely uncon-
cerned did they appear, that fome of them, who were on
deck when the town was in flames, feemed to admire the

fight, and frequently cned out, that it was maitai, or very
fine.

The next morning, Koah came off as ufual to the fhips.
As there exifted no longer any neceflity for keeping terms
with him, I was allowed to have my own way. When he
approached toward the fide of the fhip, finging his fong, and
offering me a ‘hog, and fome plantains, I ordered him to
keep off, cautioning him never to appear again without
Captain Cook’s bones, left his life thould pay the forfeit of
his frequent breach of promife. Ie did not appear much
mortified with this reception, but went immediately on
fhore, and joined a party of his countrymen, who were
pelting the waterers with flones. The body of- the young
man, who had been killed the day before, was found

this
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this morning, lying at the entrance of the cave; and fome

of our people went, and threw a mat over it. Soon after

which they faw fome men carrying him off on their fhoul-
ders, and could hear them f{inging, as they marched, a
mournful fong. -

The natives, being at laft convinced that it was not the
want of ability to punifh them, which had hitherto made
us tolerate their provocations, defifted from giving us any
farther moleftation; and, in the evening, a Chief called
Eappo, who had feldom vifited us, but whom we knew to
be a man of the very firft confequence, came with prefents
from Terreeoboo to fue for peace. Thefe prefents were re-
ceived, and he was difmififed with the fame anfwer which
had before been given, that, until the remains of Captain
Cook fhould be reftored, no peace would be granted. We
learned from this perfon, that the fleth of all the bodies of
our people, together with the bones of the trunks, had been
burnt; that the limb bories of the marines had been divided
amongft the inferior Chiefs ; and that thofe of Captain Cook
had been difpofed of in the following manner : the head, to
a great Chief, called Kahoo-opeon ; the hair to Maia-maia ;
and the legs, thighs, and arms to Terreeoboo. = After it
was dark, many of the inhabitants came off’ with roots and
other vegetables ; and we alfo received two large prefents of
the fame articles from Kaireckeea.

The 19th was chiefly taken up in fending and receiving
the meflages which pafled between Captain Clerke and Ter-
reeoboo. Eappo was very prefling, thar one of our officers
fhould go on fhore ; and,-in the mean time, offered to re-
main as an hoftage on board. This requeft, however, it
was not thought proper to comply with; and he left us
with a promife of bringing the bones the next day. At
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the beach, the waterers did not meet with the leaft oppofi-
tion from the natives; who, notwithftanding our cautious
behaviour, came amongft us again, without the fmalleft
appearance of diffidence or apprehenfion.

Early in the morning of the 2oth, we had the fatisfaction
of gerting the fore-maft ftepped. It was an operation at-
tended with great difficulty, and fome danger; our ropes
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being fo exceedingly rotten, that the purchafe gave way fe- .

veral times.

Between ten and eleven o'clock, we faw a great number
of people defcending the hill, which is over the beach, in
a kind of proceflion, each man carrying a fugar-cane or
two on his thoulders, and bread-fruit, #aro, and plantains in
his hand. They were preceded by two drummers; who,
when they came to the water-fide; fat down by a white flag,
and began to beat their drums, while thofe who had fol-
lowed them, advanced, one by one; and, having depofited
the prefents they had brought, retired in the fame order,
Soon after, Fappo came in fight, in his long feathered cloak,
bearing fomething with great folemnity in his hands; and

having placed himfelf on a rock, he made figns for a boat
to be fent him.

Captain Clerke, conjeturing that he had brought the

‘bones of Captain Cook, which proved to be the fact,

went himfelf in the pinnace to receive them; and or-
dered me to attend him in the cutter. When we arrived
at the beach, Eappo came into the pinnace, and delivered
o the Captain the bones wrapped up in a large quan-
tity of fine new cloth, and covered with a fpotted cloak
of black and white feathers. He atterward attended us to
the Reiolution; but could not be prevailed upon to bio c:ln

ard ;
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board ; probably not choofing, from a fenfe of decency, to
be prefent at the opening of the bundle, We found in it
both the hands of Captain Cook entire, which were well
known from a remarkable {car on one of them, that di-
vided the thumb from the fore-finger, the whole length of
the metacarpal bone ; the fkull, but with the fcalp fepa-
rated from it, and the bones that form the face wanting;
the fcalp, with the hair upon it cut fhort, and the ears ad-
hering to it; the bones of both arms, with the fkin of the
fore-arms hanging to them ; the thigh and leg-bones joined
together, but without the feet. The ligaments of the joints
were entire ; and the whole bore evident marks of having
been in the fire, except the hands, which had the flefh lefc
upon them, and were cut in feveral places, and crammed
with falt, apparently with an intention of preferving them.
The {calp had a cuit-in the back part of it, but the tkull was
free from any fracture. The lower jaw and feet, which
were wanting, Eappo told us, had been feized by different
Chiefs, and that Terreeoboo was ufing cvery means to re-
cover them.

-

The next morning, Eappo, and the king's {fons came on
board, and brought with them the remaining bones of Cap-
tain Cook ; the barrels of his gun, his fhoes, and fome other
trifles that belonged to him. Eappo took great pains to
convince us, that Terrecoboo, Maiha-maiha, and himfelf
were moft heartily defirous of peace; that they had given
us the moft convincing proof of it in their power ; and that
they had been prevented from giving it fooner by the other
Chiefs, many of whom were flill our enemies. He lament-
ed, with the greateft forrow, the death of fix Chiefs we
had killed, fome of whom, he faid, were amongft our
beft friends. The cutter, he told us, was’taken away by

Parcea’s
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Parcea’s people; very probably in revenge for the blow that
hzad been given him ; and that it had been broken up the
next day. The arms of the marines, which we had alfo
demanded, he affured us, had been carried off by the com-
mon people, and were irrecoverable ; the bones of the Chief

alone having been preferved, as belonging to Terreeoboo
and the Erees.

Nothing now remained, but to perform the laft offices
to our great and unfortunate commander. Eappo was dif-
mifled with orders to faboo all the bay; and, in the after-
noon, the bones having been put into a coffin; and the fer-
vice read over them, they were committed to the deep with
the ufual military honours. What our feelings were on
this occafion, I leave the world to conceive ; thofe who

were prefent know, that it is not in my power to exprefs
them.

During the forenoon of the 22d, not a canoe was feen

paddling in the bay ; the faboo, which Eappo had laid on it
the day before, at our requeft, not being yet taken off. At

length Eappo came off to us. We affured him, that we
were now entirely fatisfied ; and that, as the Orono was bu-
ried, all remembrance of what had pafled was buried with
him. We afterward defired him to take off the taboo, and
to make it known, that the people might bring their pro-
vifions as ufual. The fhips were foon furrounded with
canoes, and many of the Chiefs came on board, exprefling
great forrow at what had happened, and their fatisfation
at our reconciliation. Several of our friends, who did not

vifit us, fent prefents of large hogs, and other provifions.
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Amongft the reft came the old treacherous Koah, but was

refufed admittance.
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As we had now every thing ready for fea, Captain Clerke
imagining, that, if the news of our proceedings fhould
reach the Iflands to leeward before us, it might have a bad
effe@, gave orders to unmoor. About eight in the evening
we difmifled all the natives ; and Eappo, and the friendly
Kaireckeea, took an affetionate leave of us. We imme-
diately weighed, and ftood out of the bay. The natives
were colleCted on the fhore in great numbers; and, as we
pafled along, received our laft farewels with every mark of
affection and good will,

CHAP.
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B AP V.

Departure from Karakakooa in Search of an Harbour os
the South Eaft Side of Mowee.—Driven to Lecward by
the Eaflerly Winds and Current.—Pafs the Ifland of
Zahoorowa.—Defcription of the South Weft Side of
Mowee.~Run along the Coafts of Ranai and Morotoi
to Woahoo.—Defcription of the North Eaft Coaft of
Woahoo—Unfuccefsful Attempt to water.—PafJage 1o
Atooi.— Anchor in Wymoa Bay.— Dangerous Situation
of the IV atering Party on Shore.—Civil Dilfentions in the
Iflands—Vifit from the contending Chiefs.—Anchor off
Onecheow.—Final Departure from the Sandwich Iflands.

E got clear of the land about ten ; and, hoifting in

the boats, ftood to the Northward, with an inten-
tion of fearching for an harbour on the South Eaft fide of
Mowee, which we had heard frequently mentioned by the
natives. The next morning we found ourfelves driven to
leeward by a heavy fwell from the North Eaft; and a frefh
gale, fpringing up from the fame quarter, carried us ftill
farther to the Weftward. At midnight we tacked, and ftood
to the South for four hours, in order to keep clear of the
land ; and, at day-break, we found ourfelves ftanding to-
ward a fmall barren ifland, called Tahoorowa, which lies
feven or eight miles to the South Weft of Mowee.
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All profpect of examining more nearly the South Eaft

“—+— parts of Mowee being now deftroyed, we bore away, and

ran along the South Eaft fide of Tahoorowa. As we were
fleering clofe round its Weflern extremity, with an inten-
tion of fetching the Weft fide of Mowee, we fuddenly
fhoaled our water, and obferved the fea breaking on fome
detached rocks, almoft right ahead. This obliged us to
keep away a league and a half, when we again fteered to
the Northward ; and, after pafling over a bank, with nine-
teen fathoms water, flood for a paflage between Mowee and
an ifland called Ranai. At noon, the latitude was, by ob-
fervation, 20° 42’ North, and the longitude 203" 22’ Eaft;

. the Southern extremity of Mowee bearing Eaft South Eaft,

quarter Eaft; the Southern extremity of Ranai Weft North
Weft, quarter Weft ; Morotoi, North Weft and by North;
and the Weftern extremity of Tahoorowa, South by Eaft,
feven miles diftant. Our longitude was accurately deduced
from obfervations made by the time-keeper before and after
noon, compared with the longitude found by a great many
diftances of the moon from the fun and ftars, which were
alfo obferved the fame day.

In the afternoon, the weather being calm, with light airs
from the Weft, we ftood on to the North North Welt; but,
at fun-fet, obferving a fthoal, which appeared to flretch to
a confiderable diftance from the Weft point of Mowee, to-
ward the middle of the paflage, and the weather being un-
fettled; we tacked, and ftood toward the South.

The South Weft fide of this ifland, which we now had
pafled without being able to get near the fhore, forms the
{fame diltant view with the North Eaft, as feen on our return

from the North, in November 1778 ; the mountainous parts,
4 which.
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which are conneéted by a low, flat ithmus, appearing at firft
like two feparate iflands. This deception continued on the
South Weft fide, till we approached within eight or ten
leagues of the coaft, which, bending inward, to a great
depth, formed a fine capacious bay. The Wefternmoft poinr,
off which the fhoal we have juft mentioned runs, is made
remarkable by a {mall hillock, to the Southward of which
there is a fine fandy bay, with feveral huts on the fhore, and
a number of cocoa-nut trees growing about them.

During the courfe of the day, we were vifired by feveral
of the natives, who came off to fell provifions; and we foon
found, that they had heard of our late unfortunate tran{-
actions at Owhyhee. They were very curious to learn the
particulars, from a woman who had concealed herfelf on
board the Refolution, in order to take her paflage to Atooi ;
inquiring eagerly after Pareea, and fome other Chiefs, and
appearing  much fhocked at the death of Kaneena, and his

brother. We had, however, the fatisfacion to find, that, in:

whatever light the woman might have reprefented this bu-

finefs, it had no bad effe¢t on their behaviour, which was.

remarkably civil and fubmiflive.

The weather continued variable, during the night; but in
the morning of the 25th, having the wind at Eaft, we ran
along the South fide of Ranai, till near noon; after which,
we had calms and bafiling winds till evening, when we
fteered, with'a light Eafterly breeze, for the Weft part of
Morotoi. In the courfe of the day, the current, which,

from the time we left Karakakooa Bay, had fet from the

North Eaft, charged its direction to the South Eaft..

During the night, the wind was again variable ; but early
next morning, it fettled at Eaft, and blew fo frefh, as to

oblige:
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oblige us to double-reef the topfails. At feven, on hauling
round the Weft point of Morotoi, we opened a {fmall bay, at
the diftance of about two leagues, with a fine fandy beach ;
but feeing no appearance of frefh water, we ftood on to the
North, in order to get to the windward of Woahoo, an
ifland which we had feen at our firft vifit, in January 1778.

At two in the afternoon, we faw the land, bearing Weft
by North, eight leagues diftant; and having tacked as foon
as it was dark, we again bore away at day-light on the
27th; and at half paft ten, were within a league of the
thore, near the middle of the Norcth Eaft fide of the ifland.

The coaft, to the Northward, is formed of detached hills,
rifing perpendicularly from the fea, with ragged and broken
fummits; the fides covered with wood, and the vallies be-
tween them of a fertile and well culitivated appearance. To
the Southward, we faw an extenfive bay, bounded by a low
point of land to the South Eaft, which was covered with
cocoa-nut trees; and off it ftood a high infulated rock,
about a mile from the fhore. The hazinefs of the weather
prevented our feeing diftinctly the land to the Southward
of the point; we could only perceive that it was high and
broken. :

As the wind continued to blow very frefth, we thought it
dangerous to entangle ourfelves with a lee-thore; and there-
fore did not attempt to examine the bay, but hauled up, and
fteered to the Northward, in the diretion of the coaft. At
noon, we were abreaft of the North point of the ifland,
about two leagues from the land, which is low and flat, and
has a reef ftretching off it to the diftance of near a mile
and a half. The latitude, by obfervation, 21° 50’ North,
longitude 202° 15" Eaft; the extreme parts of the ifland in

fight,
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fight, bearing South South Eaft, quarter Faf, and South
Weft by South, three-quarters Welft.

Between the North point and a diftant head-land, which
we faw to the South Weft, the land bends inward confider-
ably, and appeared likely to afford a good road. We there-
fore directed our courfe along the fhore, at the diftance of
about a mile, carrying regular foundings from twenty to
thirteen fathoms. At a quarter paft two, the fight of a fine
river, running through a deep valley, induced us to come
to an anchor in thirteen fathoms water, with a fandy bot-
tom ; the extreme points of the bay bearing South Weft by
Weft half Weft, and North Eaft by Faft three-quarters Eaft;
and the mouth of the river South Eaft half Eaft, one mile
diftant. 1n the afternoon, I attended the two Captains on

_fhore, where we found but few of the natives, and thofe

moftly women; the men, they told us, were gone to Mo-
rotoi to fight Tahyterree ; but that their Chief Perreeoranee,
who had ftayed behind, would certainly vifit us, as foon as

he heard of our arrival.

We were much difappointed to find the water had a
brackifh tafte, for two hundred yards up the river, owing
to the marfhy ground through which it empties itfelf into
the fea. Beyond this, it was perfeétly frefh, and formed a
fine running ftream, along the fide of which I walked, till
I came to the conflux of two fmall rivulets, that branched
off to the right and left of a remarkably fteep and romantic '
mountain. The banks of this river, and indeed the whole
we faw of the North Weft part of Woahoo, are well culti-

vated, and full of villages; and the face of the country is
uncommonly beautiful and pi¢turefque.
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As the watering at this place would have been attended
with great labour, I was fent to examine the coaft to lee-
ward ; but not being able to land, on account of a reef of
coral, which ftretched along the fhore to the diftance of half
a mile, Captain Clerke determined, ‘without farther lofs of
time, to proceed to Atooi. At eightin the morning, we

‘weighed, and ftood to the Northward, till day-light on the

28th, when we bore away for that ifland, which we were in
fight of by noon; and about funfet, were off its Eaftern
extremity, which fhews itfelf in a fine, green, flat point.

. Tt being too late to run for the road, on the South Weft
fide of the ifland, where we had been the laft year, we
pafled the night in plying on and off, and at nine the next
morning, came to an anchor in twenty-five fathoms water,
and moored with the beft bower in thirty-eight fathoms,
the bluff-head, on the Welft fide of the village, bearing North
Eaft by North three-quarters Eaft, two miles diftant; the
extremes of the ifland, North Weft by Weft three-quarters

. Weft, and South Eaft by Eaft half Eaft; the ifland Oneheow

Weft by South half Weft. In running down to the road,
from the South Eaft point of the ifland, we faw the appear-
ance of fhoal water, in feveral places, at a confiderable
diftance from the land; and when we were about two miles
to the Eaftward of the anchoring-place, and two or three
miles from the fhore, we got into four and half fathoms
water, although our foundings had ufually been feven and
eight fathoms.

We had no fooner anchored in our old fation, than feveral
canoes came along-fide of us; but we could obferve, that
they did not welcome us with the fame cordiality in their
manner, and fatisfa¢tion in their countenances, as when we

3 were
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were here before. As {oon as they got on board, one of the

their women, of which feveral perfons of both f{exes had
died. He was himfelf afflicted with the venereal difeafe,
and gave a very full and minute account of the wvarious
fymptoms with which it had been attended. As there was

‘not the flighteft appearance of that diforder amongft them

on our firft arrival, I am afraid it is not to be denied, that
we were the authors of this irreparable mifchief.

Our principal object here was to water the fhips with the
utmoft expedition; and I was fent on fhore early in the af-

ternoon, with the pinnace and launch laden with cafks.
The gunner of the Refolution accompanied me to trade for

provifions; and we had a guard of five marines. We found '

a confiderable number of people collected upon the beach,
who received us at firft with great kindnefs; but as foon as
we had got the cafks on fhore, began to be exceedingly
troublefome. Former experience having taught me how
difficult it was to reprefs this difpofition, without having
recourfe to the authority of their Chiefs, I was very forry to
find, that they were all at another part of the ifland. In-
deed we foon felt the want of their afliftance; for it was
with great difficulty I was able to form a circle, according to
our ufual practice, for the convenience and fecurity of the
trading party ; and had no fooner done it, and pofted guards
to keep off the crowd, than I faw a man laying hold of the
bayonet of one of the foldiers mufquets, and endeavouring,
with all his force, to wrench it out of his hand. On my
coming up to them, the native let go his hold and retired;
but returned in a moment, with a fpear in one hand, and
dagger in the other; and his countrymen had much ado to
reftrain him from trying his prowefs with the foldier. This
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fray was occafioned by the latter’s having given the man a
flight prick with his bayonet, in order to make him keep
without the line.

I now perceived, that our fituation required great circum-
fpection and management; and accordingly gave the ftricteft
orders, that no one fhould fire, nor have recourfe to any
other aét of violence, without pofitive commands. As foon
as I had given thefe diretions, I was called to the affiftance
of thewatering party, where I found the natives equally in-
clined to mifchief. They had demanded from our people a
large hatchet for every cafk of water; and this not being
complied with, they would not fuffer the failors to roll them
down to the boats.

I had no fooner joined them, than one of the natives ad-

vanced up to me, with great infolence, and made the fame
claim. I told him, that, as a friend, I was very willing to
prefent him with a hatchet, but that I fhould certainly carry
off the water, without paying any thing for it; and I im-
mediately ordered the pinnace men to proceed in their
bufinefs, and called three marines from the traders to pro-
tect them.

Though'this thew of {pirit fucceeded fo far as to make
the natives defift from any open attempt to interrupt us, they
flill continued to behave in the mof teafing and provoking
manner, Whilft fome of them, under pretence of afliting
the men in rolling down the cafks, turned them out of
their courfe, and gave them a wrong diretion; others were
ftealing the hats from off the failors heads, pulling them
backward by their clothes, or tripping up their heels; the
whole crowd, all this time, fhouting and laughing, with a
ftrange mixture of childifhnefs and malice. They afterward

found
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found means to fleal the cooper’s bucket, and took away 779
his bag by force; but the objects they were moft eager t0 ‘e’
poflefs themfelves of, were the mufquets of the marines,
who were, every inftant, complaining of their attempts to
force them out of their hands. Though they continued, for
the moft part, to pay great deference and refpect to me, yet
~ they did not fuffer me to efcape without contributing my
fhare to their fltock of plunder. One of them came up to
me with a familiar air, and with great management di-
verted my attention, whilft another, wrenching the hanger,

which I held carelefly in my hand, from me, ran off with
it like lightning.

It was in vain to think of repelling this infolence by force;
guarding therefore againft its effeéts, in the beft manner we
were able, we had nothing to do but to fubmit patiently to
it. . My apprehenfions were, however, a little alarmed, by the
il_lformationl foon after received from the ferjeant of ma-
rines, who told me, that, turning fuddenly round, he faw
a man behind me holding a dagger in the pofition of ftrik-

ing. In this he might poflibly be miftaken ; yet our fitua-
tion was certainly alarming and critical, and the fmalleft
error on our fide might have been fatal to us. As our
people ‘were feparated into three {mall partics, one at the
lake, filling cafks; another rolling them down to the fhore;
and the third, at fome diftance, purchafing provifions; it
had once occurred to me, that it might be proper to colleét
them all together, and to execute and protect one duty at a
time. But on fecond thoughts, I judged it more advifeable
to let them continue as they were. In cafe of a real attack,
our whole force, however advantageoutly difpofed, could have
made but a poor refiftance. On the other hand, I thought it
of fome confequence to thew the natives, that we were
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undér no fears; and, what was ftill more material, "the
crowd was, by this means, kept divided, and a confider~
able part of them fully employed in bartering provifions.

It is probable, that their dread of the effets of our arms,
was the principal caufe of their backwardnefs in attacking
us; and indeed the confidence we appeared to place in this
advantage, by oppofing only five marines to their -whole

force, muft have raifed in them a very high idea of our {u- -

periority. It was our bufinefs to keep up this opinion as

much as poffible; and in juftice to the whole party, I muft -
obferve, that no men could poflibly behave better, for the

purpofe of ftrengthening thefe impreflions. Whatever could

be taken in jeft, they bore with the utmoft temper and pa-

tience; and whenever any ferious attempt was made to in=-
terrupt them, they oppofed it with bold looks and menaces.
By this management, we fucceeded fo far, as to get all
the cafks down to the water fide, without any material

accident.

While we were getting them into the launch, the natives,
perceiving the opportunity of plundering would foon be
over, became every moment more daring and infolent. Qn
this occafion, I was indebted to the ferjeant of marines for
fuggefting to me, the advantage that would arife from fend-
ing ofl his party firft into the boats; by which means, the
mufquets of the foldiers, which, as I have already men-
tioned, were the objects the iflanders bad principally in view,
would be removed out of their reach; and in cafe of an at-
tack, the marines themfelves might be employed more ef-
fetually in our defence, than if they were on fhore.

We had now got every thing into the boats, and only Mr.
Anderfon the gunner, a feaman of the boat’s crew, and
myfelf,

s e

e L

e e —




THERALIELC OCEAN.

myfelf, remained on fhore. As the pinnace lay beyond the
furf, through which we were obliged to fwim, I told them

to make the beft of their way to it; and that I thould follow
them. '

With this order I was furprized to find them both refufe
to comply ; and the confequence was a contelt amongft us,
who fhould be the laft on thore. It feems, that fome hafty
words I had juft before ufed to the failor, which he thought
refleCted on his courage, was the caufe of this odd fancy in
him ; and the old gunner, finding a point of honour ftarted,
thought he could not well avoid taking a partinit. In this
ridiculous fituation we might have remained fome time,
had not our difpute been foon fetiled by the ftones that be-
gan to fly about us, and by the cries of the people from the
boats, to make hafte, as the natives were following us into
the water with clubs and {pears. I reached the fide of the
pinnace firft, and finding Mr. Anderfon was at fome diftance
behind, and not yet enrirely out of danger, 1 called out to
the marines, to fire one mufquet. In the hurry of execut-
ing my orders, they fired two; and when I got into the boat,
I faw the natives running away, and one man, with a

woman fitting by him, left behind on the beach. The man
- made feveral attempts to rife, without being able; and it
was with much regret, I perceived him to be wounded in
the groin. The natives foon after returned, and furrounded
the wounded man, brandifhing their {pears and daggers at
us, with an air of threatening and defiance; but before we
reached the thips, we faw fome perfons, whom we {fuppofed

to be the Chiefs, now arrived, driving them away from the
fhore.

During our abfence, Captain Clerke had been under the
greateft anxiety for our fafety. And thefe apprehenfions

were
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were confiderably increafed, from his having entirely mif-
taken the drift of the converfation he had held with fome
natives who had been on board. The frequent miention of
the name of Captain Cook, with other ftrong and circum-
ftantial defcriptions of death and deftruction, made him
conclude, that the knowledge of the unfortunate events at
Owhyhee had reached them, and that thefe were what they
alluded to; whereas all they had in view was, to make
known to him the wars that had arifen, in confequence of
the goats that Captain Cook had left at Onecheow, and the
flaughter of the poor goats themfelves, during the ftruggle
for the property of them. Captain Clerke, applying this
earncftnefs of converfation, and thefe terrible reprefenta-
tions, to our calamitous tranfactions at Owhyhee, and to an
indication of revenge, kept his telefcope fixed upon us, and
the moment he faw the fmoke of the mufquets, ordered the
boats to be manned and armed, and to put off to our
afliftance. ;

The next morning, [ was again ordered on fhore, with the
watering party. The rifk we had run the preceding day
determined Captain Clerke to fend a confiderable force from
both fhips for our guard, amounting in all to forty men
under arms. This precaution, however, was now unnecef-
fary ; for we found the beach lefi entirely to ourfelves, and
the ground between the landing place and the lake, zabooed
with fmall white flags. We concluded, from this appear-
ance, that fome of the Chiefs had certainly vifited this quar-
ter; and that, not being able to ftay, they had kindly and
confiderately taken this ftep, for our greater fecurity and
convenience. We faw feveral men armed with long {pears
and daggers, on the other fide of the river, on our right;
but they did not offer to give us the leaft moleftation. Their

women
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women came over, and fat down on the banks clofe by us,
and at noon we prevailed on fomeof the men to bring hogs
and roots for our people, and to drefs them forus. As foon

as we had left the beach, they came down to the fea-fide,
and one of them threw a ftone at us; but his conduc¢t feem-

ing to be highly difapproved of by all the reft, we did not
think it proper to fhew any refentment.

The nextday, we completed our watering, without meet-
ing with any material difficulty. On our return to the fhips,
we found that feveral Chiefs had been on board, and had
made excufes for the behaviour of their countrymen, at-
tributing their riotous conduct to the quarrels which fub-
fifted at that time amongft the principal people of the ifland,
and which had occafioned a general want of order and {ub-
ordination amongft them. The government of Atooi was
in difpute between Toneoneo, who had the fupreme power
when we were here laft year, and a boy named Teavee:
They are both, by different fathers, the grandfons of Per-
recorannee, king of Woahoo, who had given the govern-
ment of Atooi to the former, and that of Onecheow to the
Iatter. The quarrel had arifen about the goats we had left
‘at Onecheow the laft year ; the right of property in which
was claimed by Toneoneo, on the pretence of that ifland’s
being a dependency of his. The friends of Teavee infift-
ing on the right of pofleflion, both parties prepared to main-

tain their pretenfions by force; and, a few days before our

arrival, a battle had been fought, in which Tonconeo had
been worfted. The confequence of this viftory was likely
to affect Tonconeco in a much deeper manner than by the
mere lofs of the objefts in difpute; for the mother of
Teavee, having married a {fecond hufband, who was a Chief"

of Atooi, and at the head of a powerful faction there, He.
i thoughe:
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thought that the prefent opportunity was not to be negletted,

of driving Toneoneo entirely out of the ifland, and of advan-
cing his {on-in-law to the government. I have already had
occafion to mention, that the goats, which had increafed to
the number of fix, and would, probably, in a few years,
have ftocked all thefe iflands, were deftroyed in the conteft.
On the 4th, the mother and fifter of the young prince and
his father-im-law, with many other Chiefs of that party,
came on board the Refolution, and made feveral curious
and wvaluable prefents to Captain Clerke. Amongft the
former, were fome fith-hooks, which they aflured us were
made of the bones of our old friend Terreeoboo’s father,
who had been killed in an unfuccefsful defcent upon the
ifland of Woahoo ; and a fly flap, prefented to him by the
prince’s fifter, the handle of which was a human bone, that
had been given her as a trophy by her father-in-law. Young
Teavee was not of the company, being engaged, as we were
told, in performing fome religious ceremonies, in confe-
quence of the victory he had obtained, which were to laft
twenty days. : :
This, and the two following days, were employed on
fhore, in completing the Difcovery’s water ; and the car-

~ penters were bufy on board, in caulking the thips, and in

making other preparations for our next cruife. The na-
tives defifted from giving us any further difturbance; and
we procured from them a plentiful fupply of pork and ve-
getables.

At this time, an Indian brought a piece of iron on board
the Difcovery to be fafthioned into the fhape of a paboca.
It was carefully examined both by the officers and men,
and appeared to be the bolt of fome large fhip timbers.

3 They
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They were not able to difcover to what nation it belonged;
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but from the pale colour* of the iron, and its Not COITE~ ‘\mmmm?

fponding in fhape to our bolts, they concluded that it cer-
tainly was not Englith. This led them to make a firi¢t in-
quiry of the native, when and where he got it; and if they
comprehended him right, it had been taken out of a
piece of timber, larger than the cable bit, to which he
pointed. This piece of wood, they farther underftood
from him to have been driven upon their ifland, fince we
were here in January 1778.

On the 7th, we were furprized with a vifit from Toneo-
neo. When he heard the dowager princefs was in the fhip,
it was with great difficulty we could prevail on him to come
on board, not from any apprehenfion that he appeared to
entertain of his fafety, but from an unwillingnefs to fce
her. Their meeting was with fulky and lowering looks
on both fides. He ftaid but a fhort time, and feemed much
dejected ; but we remarked, with fome furprize, that the
women, both at his coming and going away, proftrated
themfelves before him; and that he was treated by all the
natives on board with the refpect ufually paid to thofe of his
rank. Indeed, it muft appear fomewhat extraordinary, that
a perfon, who was at this time in a ftate of actual hoftility
with Teavee’'s party, and was even prepared for another
battle, thould truft himfelf almoft alone within the power
of his enemies. It is, therefore, to be obferved, that the
civil diffentions, which are very frequent throughout all the
South Sea Iflands, feem to be carried on without much acri-
mony or bloodfhed; and that the depofed governor ftill
continues to enjoy the rank of an Eree, and is left to make

* It was evident, that the iron we found in poffefion of the natives at Nootka
Sound, and which was moftly made into knives, was of a much paler fort than ours.
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ufe of fuch means as may arife for the regaining his loft
confequence. But I fhall have occafion to {peak more par-
ticularly on this fubje in the next chapter; in which the
beft account will be given, which we were able to colle&,
of the political ftate of thofe countries.

On the 8th, at nine in the morning, we weighed, and
failed toward Onecheow ; and, at three in the afternoon,
anchored in twenty fathoms water, nearly on the fame {pot
as in the year 1778. We moored with the other anchor in
twenty-fix fathoms water. The high bluff, on the South
end of the ifland, bore Eaft South Eaft; the North point of
the road, North half Eaft; and a bluff head to the South of
it, North Eaft by North. During the night, we had a ftrong
gale from the Eaftward; and, in the morning of the gth,
found the fhip had driven a whole cable’s length, and
brought both anchors almoft ahead. We fhortened in the
beft bower cable; but the wind blowing too frefh to un-
moor, we were obliged to remain this and the two follow-
ing days, with the anchors ftill ahead.

On the r2th, the weather being moderate, the mafler was
fent to the North Weft fide of the ifland, to look for a more
convenient place for anchoring. He returned in the even-
ing, having found, clofe round the Weft point of the road
where we now lay, which is alfo the Weflernmoft point of
the ifland, a fine bay, with good anchorage, in cighteen fa-
thoms water, a clear fandy bottom, not a mile from the .
beach, on which the furf beats, but not fo as to hinder
landing. The diretion of the points of the bay were North
by Eaft, and South by Weft; and, in that line, the found-
ings feven, eight, and nine fathoms. On the North fide

of the bay was a {mall village; and a quarter of a mile to
the
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the Faftward 'were four {mall wells of good water; the T
road to them level, and fit for rolling cafks. Mr. Bligh ‘et
went afterward fo far to the North as to fatisfy himfelf,

that Orcehoua was a feparate ifland from Onecheow ; and

that there was a paflage between them; which, before, we

only conjetured to exift.

In the afternoon we hoifted in all the boats, and made
ready for going to {ea in the morning,

O 2 CHAP.
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CH-AP VL
General Aecount of the Sandwich Iflands—Their Number,

WNames, and Situation.—QOwnynee,—Its Extent, and
Divifion into Diflricts.—Account of its Coafts, and the
adjacent  Country.— Voleanic  Appearances. — Snowy
Mountains.—Their Height determined.— Account of a
FJourney into the interior Parts of the Country.—Mowzk,
—T anoorowa, — MoroTor. — R an a1, — WoaHo0.—
AT1001,—ONEEHEOW,—OREEHOU A, —T'AHOOR A, —(/}-
mate.~M inds.—Currents.—Tides.— Animals and Ve-
getables ~—Aftronomical Obfervations.

S we are now about to take our final leave of the Sand-
wich Iflands, it will not be improper to introduce

here fome general account of their firuation and natural
hiftory, and of the manners and cuftoms of the inhabitants.
This fubje&t has indeed been, in fome meafure, pre-
occupied by perfons far more capable of doing it juftice,
than I can pretend to be. Had Captain Cook and Mr. An-
derfon lived to avail themfelves of the advantages which
we enjoyed by a return to thefe iflands, it cannot be quef-
tioned, that the Public would have derived much additional
informaiion from the fkill and diligence of two fuch ac-
curate obfervers. The reader will thercfore lament with me
our common misfortune, which hath deprived him of the la-
bours of fuch fuperior abilities, and impofed on me the tafk
of prefenting him with the beft fupplementary account the

various duties of my flation permitted me to furnifh.
This
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This group confifts of eleven iflands, extending in lati-
tude from 18° 54’ to 22° 1§’ North; and in longitude from
199° 36' to 205° o6’ Eaft. They are called by the natives;
i. Owhyhee. 2. Mowee. 3. Ranai, or Oranai. 4. Moro-
tinnee, or Morokinnee. 5. Kahowrowee, or Tahoorowa.
6. Morotoi, or Morokoi. 7. Woahoo, or Oahoo. 8. Atooi,
Atowi, or Towi, and fometimes Kowi *. ¢. Neehechow,
or Oneecheow. 10. Orechoua, or Reehoua; and, 11 Tahoora;
and are all inhabited, excepting Morotinnee and Tahoora,
Befides the iflands above enumerated, we were told by the
Indians, that there is another called Modoopapapa , or Ko-
modoopapapa, lying to the Weft South Weft of Tahoora,
which is low and fandy, and vifited only for the purpofe of
catching turtle and fea-fowl; and, as I could never learn
that they knew of any others, it is probable that none exift
in their neighbourhood.

They were named by Captain Cook the Sandwich Iflands, in
honour of the Eart of Sanpwich, under whofe adminiftra-
tion he had enriched geography with fo many fplendid and
important difcoveries; a tribute juftly due to that noble
perfon for the liberal fupport' thefe voyages derived from
his power, in whatever could extend their utility, or pro-
mote their {uccefs; for the zeal with which he feconded
the views of that great navigator; and, if I may be allowed
to add the voice of private gratitude, for the generous pro-
tetion, which, fince the death of their unfortunate com-
mander, he has afforded all the officers that ferved under him,

Owhyhee, the Eafternmoft, and by much the largeft, of
thefe iflands, is of a triangular fhape, and nearly equilate-

* It is to be obferved, that, among the windward Iflands, the £ is ufed inftead
of the t, as Morokoi inftead of Morotoi, &e. :
t Mudso fignifies ifland ; papapa, flat, This ifland is called Tammatapappa, by
Captain Cook, vol. II. p. 222.
ral.
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ral. The angular points make the North, Eaft, and South
extremities, of which the Northern is in latitude 20 17’ North,
longitude 204° o2’ Eaft : the Eafterm in latitude 19" 34/
North, longitude 205° 06’ Eaft: and the Southern extremity
in latitude 18° 54’ North, longitude 204" 15 Eaft. Its great-
eft length, which lies in a direction nearly North and South,
is 281 leagues; its breadth is 24 leagues; and it is about 253
geographical, or 293 Englifh miles, in circumference. The
whole ifland is divided into fix large diftricts; Amakooa
and Aheedoo, which lie on the North Eaft fide; Apoona
and Kaoo on the South Eaft ; Akona and Koaarra on the Weft.

The diftri¢ts of Amakooa and Aheedoo are feparated by a
mountain called Mouna Kaah (or the mountain Kaah), which
rifes in three peaks, perpetually.covered with {fnow, and may
be clearly feen at 40 leagues diftance.

To the North of this mountain the coaft confifts of high
and abrupt cliffs, down which fall many beautiful cafcades
of water. We were once flattered with the hopes of meeting
with a harbour round a bluff head, in latitude 20° 10’ North,
and longitude 204’ 26’ Eaft: but, on doub]ing the point, and
ftanding clofe in, we fouad it connected by a low valley,
with another high head to the North Weft. The country
rifes inland with a gentle afcent, is interfeted by deep.
narrow glens, or rather chafms, and appeared to be well
cultivated and {prinkled over with a number of villages, The
fnowy mountain is very fteep, and the lower part of it co-
vered with wood.

The coaflt of Aheedoo, which lics to the South of Mouna |

Kaah, 1s of amoderate height, and the interior parts appear
more even than the country to the North Weft, and lefs bro-
ken by ravines. Off thefe two diftri¢ts we cruized for al-

2 moft
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moft 2 month; and, whenever our diftance from {hore
would permit it, were {ure of being furrounded by canoes
laden with all kinds of refrefhments. We had frequently a
very heavy fea, and great {well on this fide of the ifland,
and as we had no foundings, and could obferve much
foul ground off the fhore, we never approached nearer the
land than two or three leagues, excepting on the occafion al-
ready mentioned. '

The coaft to the North Eaft of Apoona, which forms the
Eaftern extremity of the ifland, is low and flat; the acclivity
of the inland parts is very gradual, and the whole country
covered with cocoa-nut and bread-fruit trees. This, as far
as we could judge, is the fineft part of the ifland, and we
were afterward told that the king had a place of refidence
here. At the South Weft extremity the hills rife abruptly
from the fea-fide, leaving but a narrow border of low
ground toward the beach. We were pretty near the fhore

at this part of the ifland, and found the fides of the hills co-
vered with a fine verdure; but the country feemed to be very

thinly inhabited. On doubling the Eaft point of the ifland,
we came 1in fight of another fnowy mountain, called Mouna
Roa (or the extenfive mountain), which continued to be a
very confpicuous object all the while we were failing along
the South Eaft fide. It is flat at the top, making what is
called by mariners table-land: the fummit was conftantly
buried in fnow, and we once faw its fides alfo flightly cover-
ed for a confiderable way down ; but the greateft part of this
difappeared again in a few days.

According to the tropical line of fnow, as determined by
Mr. Condamine, from obfervations taken on the Cordilleras,
this mountain muft be at leaft 16,020 feet high, which ex-

cceds
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ceeds the height of the Pico de Teyde, or Peak of Teneriffe,
by 724 feet, according to Dr. Heberden's computation, or
3680, according to that of the Chevalier de Borda. The
peaks of Mouna Kaah appeared to be about half a mile high;
and as they are entirely covered with fnow, the altitude of
their fummits cannot be lefs than 18,400 feet. But it is pro-
bable that both thefe mountains may be confiderably higher.
For, in infular fituations, the effets of the warm fea air muft
neceflarily remove the line of fnow, in equal latitudes, to a
greater height than where the atmofphere is chilled on all
fides by an immenfe tract of perpetual fnow.

The coaft of Kaoo prefents a profpect of the moft horrid
and dreary kind : the whole country appearing to have un-
dergone a total change from the effects of fome dreadful
convulfion. The ground is every where covered with cin-
ders, and interfe¢ted in many places with black fireaks,
which feem to mark the courfe of a lava that has flowed,
not many ages back, from the mountain Roa to the fhore.
The Southern promontory looks like the mere dregs of a
volcano. The projecting head-land is compofed of broken
and craggy rocks, piled irregularly on one another, and
terminating in fharp points,

Notwithftanding the difmal alpect of this part of the ifland,
there are many villages fcattered over it, and it certainly is
much more populous than the verdant mountains of Apoona,
Nor is this circumftance hard to be accounted for. As thefe
illanders have no cattle, they have confequently no ufe for
pafturage, and thercfore naturally prefer fuch ground, as
either lies more convenient for fithing, or is belt fuited to
the cultivation of yams and plantains. Now amidft thefe
ruins, there are many patches of rich foil, which are care-

3 fully
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fully laid out in plantations, and the neighbouring fea
abounds with a variety of moft excellent fith, with which,
as well as with other provifions, we were always plenti-
fully fupplied. OfF this part of the coaft we could find no
ground, at lefs than a cable’s length from the fhore, with a
hundred and fixty fathoms of line, excepting in a fmall bight
to the Faftward of the South point, where we had regular
foundingsof fifty and fifty-eight fathoms over a bottom of fine
fand. Before we proceed to the weftern diftricts, it may be
neceflary to remark, that the whole coaft fide of the ifland,
from the Northern to the Southern extremity, does not afford
the fmalleft harbour or fhelter for thipping.

The South Weft parts of Akona are in the fame flate with
the adjoining diftrit of Kaoo; but farther to the North, the
country has been cultivated with great pains, and is ex-
tremely populous.

In this partof the ifland is fituated Karakakooa Bay, which
has been already defcribed. Along the coaft nothing is {een

but large mafies of {lag, and the fragments of black fcorch-
ed rocks; behind which, the ground rifes gradually for
about two miles and a half, and appcars to have been for-
merly covered with loofe burnt flones. Thefe the natives
have taken the pains of clearing away, frequently to the
depth of three feet and upward ; which labour, great as it
is, the fertility of the foil amply repays. Here, in a rich
athy mould, they cultivate {weet potatoes, and the cloth-
plant. The fields are inclofed with flone-fences, and are in-
terfperfed with groves of cocoa-nut trees. On the rifing
ground beyond thefe, the bread-fruit trees are phnted and
flourifh with the greateft luxuriance.

Vou. 11I. - r Kocaara
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Koaara exstends from the Wefternmoft point to the Nor-

\—~-s thern extremity of the ifland ; the whole coaft between them

forming an extenfive bay, called Toe-yah-yah, which is
bounded to the North by two very confpicuous hills. To-

ward the bottom of this bay there is foul, corally ground,

-extending upward of a mile from the fhore, without which

the foundings are regular, with good anchorage, in twenty
fathoms. The country, as far as the eye could reach,
feemed fruitful and well inhabited, the foil being in appear-.
ance of the fame kind with the diftrict of Kaoo; but no frefh
water is to be got here. $

1 have hitherto confined myfelf to the coafts of this ifland,
and the adjacent country, which is all that I had an oppor-
tunity of being acquainted with from my own obfervation.
The only account I can give of the interior parts, is from
the information I obtained from a party, who fet out, on
the afternoon of the 26th of January, on an expedition up
the country, with an intention of penetrating as far as they
could ; and principally of reaching, if poflible, the fnowy.
mountains. |

Having procured two natives to ferve them as guides,.
they left the village about four o'clock in the afternoon,
direCting their courfe a little to the Southward of the Eag,.
To the diftance of three or four miles from the bay, they
found the country as before defcribed ;. the hills afterward:
rofe with a more {fudden afcent, which brought them to the
extenfive plantations, that terminate the view of the country,,
as feen from the fhips. '

Thele plantations confit of the * tarrow or eddy root,
and the {weet potatoe, with plants of the cloth-tree, neady

- - fet
# Both the fweet potatoes, and the tarrow, are here planted four feet from each
ether ; the former was earthed up almoft to the top of the ftalk, with about half a
bufhel

6
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fet out in rows. The walls that feparate them are made of
the loofe burnt flones, which are got in clearing the ground;
and, being entirely concealed by fugar-canes, planted clofe
on each fide, make the moft beautiful fences that can be
conceived, The party ftopped for the night at the fecond
hut they found amongft the plantations, where they judged
themfelves to be about fix or feven miles from the fhips.
They defcribed the profpect from this fpot as very delight-
ful ; they faw the fhips in the bay before them; to the left,
a continued range of villages, interfperfed with groves of
cocoa-nut trees, {preading along the fea-fhore; a thick wood

ftretching out of fight behind them; and to the right, an ex~

tent of ground laid out in regular and well cultivated plant-
ations, as far as the eye could reach.

Near this fpot, ata diftance from any other dwelling, the
natives pointed out to them the refidence of an hermit,
who, they faid, had formerly been a great Chief and war-
rior, but had long ago quitted the fhores of the ifland, and
now never {tirred from his cottage. They proftrated them-
felves as they approached him, and afterward prefented to
him a part of fuch provifions as they had brought with
them. His behaviour was cafy and cheerful; he fcarce
fhewed any marks of aftonithment at the fight of our peo-
ple, and though prefled to accept fome of our curiofities, he

bufhel of light mould ; the latter is left bare to the root, and the mould round it is made
in the form of a bafon, in order te hold the rain-water, as this root requires a certain
degree of moifture. It has been before obferved, that the tarrow, at the Friendly and
Society Iflands, was always planted in low and moift fituations, and, generally, where
there was the conveniency of a rivulet to flood it. It was imagined that this mode of
. Culture was abfolutely neceflary ; but ‘we now found, that, w1th the precaution above
mentioned, it fucceeds equally well in a drier fituation : indeed, we all remarked, that
the tarrow of the Sandwich Iflands is the beft we had ever tafted. The plantains are
‘not admitted in thefe plantations, but grow amongft the bread-fruit trees.

P2 ‘declined
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u7r9:  declined the offer, and foon withdrew to his cottage. He
= was defcribed as by far the oldeft perfon any of the party had
ever feen, and judged to be, by thofe who computed his age

at the loweft, upward of 100 years old.

As our people had imagined the mountain not to be more
than ten or twelve miles from the bay, and confequently,
that they fhould reach it with eafe early the next morning,
an error into which its great height had probably led them,
they were now much furprifed to find the diftance fcarce
perceptibly diminithed. This circumitance, together with
the uninhabited ftate of the country they were going to
enter, made it neceflary to procure a fupply of provifions ;
and for that purpofe they difpatched one of their guides
back to the village. Whillt. they were waiting his return,
they were joined by fome of Kaoo’s fervants, whom that
benevolent old man had {fent after them, as foon as he heard
of their journey, laden with refrefhments, and authorized,
as their route lay through his grounds, to'demand and take
away whatever they might have occafion for.

Our travellers were much aftonifhed to find the cold here
fo intenfe; but having no thermometer with them, could
judge of it only by their feelings; which, from the warm
atmofphere they had left, muft have been a very fallacious
meafure. They found it, however, {o cold, that they could get
but little {leep, and the natives none at all; both parties being
difturbed, the whole night, by continued coughing. Asthey
could not, at this time, be at any very confiderable height,
the diftance from the fea being only fix or feven miles, and
part of the road on a very moderate afcent, this extraordinary
degree of cold muft be afcribed to the eafterly wind blow-
ing frefh over the {fnowy mountains.

Early




e BAeQEE G .60 CE A N,

Early on the 24th, they fet out again, and filled their ca-
libathes at an excellent well about half a mile from their
hut. Having paffed the plantations, they came to a thick
wood, which they entered by a path made for the conve-
nience of the natives, who go thither to fetch the wild or
horfe-plantain, and to catch birds. Their progrefs now be-
came very {low, and attended with much labour; the ground
being either {fwampy, or covered with large ftones ; the path
narrow, and frequently interrupted by trees lying acrofs it,
which it was neceflary to climb over, the thicknefs of the
~under-wood, on both fides, making it impoflible to pafs
round them. In thefe woods they obferved, at fmall dif-
tances, pieces of white cloth fixed on poles, which they
fuppofed to be land-marks for the divifion of property, as
they only met with them where the wild plantains grew.
The trees, which are of the fame kind with thofe we called
the fpice-tree at New Holland, were lofty and ftraight, and
from two to four feet in circumference.

After they had advanced about ten miles in the wood,
they had the mortification to find themfelves, on a fudden,
within fight of the fea, and at no great diftance from it; the
path having turned imperceptibly to the Southward, and
carried them to the right of the mountain, which it was
their obje@ to reach. Their difappointment was greatly- in-
creafed by the uncertainty they were now under of its true
bearings, fince they could not, at this time, get a view of
it from the top of the higheft trees. They, therefore, found
themfelves obliged to walk back fix or feven miles to an
unoccupied hut, where they had left three of the natives,
and two of their own people, with the fmall flock that re-
mained of their provifions. Here they f{pent the fecond
night; and the air was fo very fharp, and fo little to the

5 . liking
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liking of their guides, that, by the morning, they had all
taken themfelves off, except one.

The want of provifions now making it neceflary to return
to fome of the cultivated parts of the ifland, they quitted
the wood by .the fame path they had entered it; and, on
their arrival at the plantations, were furrounded by the na-
tives, of whom they purchafed a freth flock of neceflaries;
and prevailed upon two of them to fupply the place of the
guides that were gone away. Having obtained the beft in-
formation in their power, with regard to the direction of
their road, the party being now nine in number, marched

along the fkirts of the wood for {ix or feven miles, and then

entered it again by a path that bore to the Eaftward. For
the firft three miles, they pafled through a foreflt of lofty

{pice-trees, growing on a ftrong rich loam ; at the back of
which they found an equal extent of low fhrubby trees, with
much thick underwood, on a bottom of loofe burnt ftones.

This led them to a fecond foreft of {pice-trees, and the fame
rich brown foil, which was again fucceeded by a barren
ridge of the fame nature with the former. This alternate
fucceflion may, perhaps, afford matter of curious fpecula-

tion to naturalifts. The only additional circumftance I could

learn relating to it was, that thefe ridges appeared, as far as
they could be feen, to run in dire@ions parallel to the fea-
fhore, and to have Mouna Roa for their centre.

 In pafling through the woods, they found many canoes
half-finithed ; and, here and there, a hut; but {faw none of
the inhabitants. Having penctrated near three miles into
the fecond wood, they came to two huts, where they ftopped,
exceedingly fatigued with the day’s journey, having walk-
ed not lefs than twenty miles, according to their own com-
putation. As they had met with no fprings, from the time

they
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they left the plantation-ground, and began to fuffer much
from the violence of their thirft, they were obliged, before
the night came on, to feparate into parties, and go in fearch

of water; and, at laft, found fome, left by rain in the bot-~ -

tom of an unfinithed canoe; which, though of the colour
of red wine, was to them no unwelcome difcovery. In the

night, the cold was ftill more intenfe:than they had found

it before; and though they had ‘wrapped themfelves up in
mats and cloths of the country, and kept a large fire be-
tween the two huts, they could yet {leep but very little ;
and were  obliged to walk about the greateft part of the

night. Their elevation was now probably pretty confider- -
able, as the ground on which ‘they -had travelled had been -

gencrally on the afcent.

On the 2gth, atday-break, they fet out, intending to make

their laft and utmoft effort to reach the fnowy mountain; -

but their {pirits were much deprefled, when they found

they had expended the miferable pittance of water they had

~ found the night before. The path, which extended no far-

ther than where canoes had been built, was now at an end ; -

.and they were therefore obliged to make their way as well
as they could; every now and then climbing up into the
higheft trees, to explore the country round. Ac eleven
o'clock, they came to a ridge of burnt flones, from the top
of which they faw the fnowy mountain, appearing to be
about twelve or fourteen miles from them. -

It was here deliberated, whether they fhould proceed any

farther, or reit fatisfied with the view they now had of
Mouna Roa. The road, ever fince the path ceafed, had be- -
come exceedingly fatiguing ; and, every moment they ad- -

vanced; was growing ftill more fo. The deep chinks, with
which the ground was every where broken, being flightly
: ' cavered
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af79. - covered with mofs, made them flumble at almoft every
- flep; and the intermediate fpace was a furface of loofe
burnt flones, which broke under their feet like potfherds.
They threw flones into feveral of thefe chinks; which,
by the noife they Iﬁzlcle, feemed to fall to a confiderable
depth, and the ground founded hollow under their feet.

Befides thefe difcouraging circumftances, they found their
guides fo averfe to going on, that they believed,: what-
ever their own determinations might have been, they could
not have prevailed on them to remain out another night,
They, therefore, at laft agreed to return to the fhips, after
taking a view of the country, from the higheft trees which
the place afforded. From this elevation they faw them-
{elves furrounded, on all fides, with wood toward she fea;
they could not diftinguifh, in the horizon, the fky from
the water; and between them and the fnowy moun-
tain, was a valley about feven or eight miles broad, above
which the mountain appeared only as a hill of a moderate

fize.

They refted this night at a hut in the fecond wood, and
on the joth, before noon, they had got clear of the firft, and
found themfelves about nine miles to the North Eaft of the
fhips, toward which they direted their march through the
plantations. As they pafled along, they did not obferve a
fingle fpot of ground, that was capable of improvement, left
unplanted ; and, indeed, it appeared, from their account,
hardly poflible for the country to be cultivated to greater
advantage for the purpofes of the inhabitants, or made to
yield them a larger fupply of neceflaries for their fubfift-
ence. They were {furprized to meet with feveral fields of
hay; and on inquiring to what ufes it was applied, were
told, it was defigned to cover the young tarrow grounds, in

order
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order to preferve them from being fcorched by the fun.
They faw a few fcattered huts amongft the plantations,
which ferved for occafional fhelter to the labourers ; but no
villages at a greater diftance than four or five miles from
the fea. Near one of them, about four miles from the bay,
they found a cave, forty fathoms long, three broad, and of
the fame height. It was open at both ends; the fides were
fluted, as if wrought with a chiffel, and the furface glazed
over, probably by the action of fire.

Having given this account of the moft material cir-
cumftances that occurred on the expedition to the {nowy
mountain, I {hall now return to the other iflands that remain
to be defcribed.

The ifland next in fize, and neareft in fituation, to Qwhy-
hee, 1s MoweE ; which lies at the diftance of eight leagues
North North Weft from the former, and is 140 geographical
miles in circumference. A low ifthmus divides it into two
circular peninfulas, of which that to the Eaft is called
Whamadooa, and is double the fize of the Weftern penin-
fula called Owhyrookoo. The mountains in both rife to an
exceeding great height, having been feen by us at the dif-
tance of upward of thirty leagues. The Northern fhores,
like thofe of Owhyhee, afford no foundings; and the coun-
try prefents the fame appearance of verdure and fertility.
To the South Eaft, between this and the adjacent ifles, we
had regular depths with a hundred and fifty fathoms, with
a fandy bottom. From the Weft point, which is low, runs
a fhoal, ftretching out toward Ranai, to a confiderable dif-
tance; and to the Southward of this, is a fine fpacious bay,
with a fandy beach, fhaded with cocoa-nut trees. It is pro-
bable that good anchorage might be found here, with fhel-

Voi. 1L Q ter
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ter from the prevailing winds, and that the beach affords a
convenient place for landing. The country behind prefents
a moft romantic appearance. The hills rife almoft perpen-
dicularly, in a great variety of peaked forms; and their
fteep fides, and the deep chafms between them, are covered
with trees, amongft which thofe of the bread-fruit were
obferved particularly to abound. The tops of thefe hills are
entirely bare, and of a reddifh brown colour. We were in-
formed by the natives, that there is an harbour to the
Southward of the Eaft point, which they affirmed to be
fuperiour to that of Karakakooa; and we were alfo told,
that, on the North Weft fide, there was another harbour,
called Keepoo-keepoo. '

,Tahoorowa is a fmall ifland lying off the South Weft part
of Mowee, from which it is diftant three leagues. This
ifland is deftitute of wood, and the foil feems to be fandy and
barren. Between Tahowrowa and Mowee lies the {mall un-
inhabited ifland Morrotinnee,

Morotoi is enly two leagues and a half from Mowee to the
Weft North Weft, The South Weltern coaft, which was the
only part near which we approached, is very low; but the
land rifes backward to a confiderable height; and, at the
diftance from which we faw ir, appeared to be entirely
without wood. Its produce, we were told, confifts chiefly
of yams. It may, probably, have frefh water, and, on the
South and Weft fides, the coaft forms feveral bays, that pro-
mife good fhelter from the trade winds.

Ranai is about three leagucs diftant from Mowee and Mo-
rotol, and lies to the South Weft of the pafTage between
thefe iflands. The country, to the South, is high and
craggy ; but the other parts of the ifland had a better af-

8 pe&t,
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pedt, and appeared to be well inhabited. We were told that 779
it produces very few plantains, and bread-fruit trees; ‘——
but that it abounds in roots, fuch as yams, {weet potatoes,

and tarrow.

Woahoo lies to the North Weft of Morotoi, at the diftance
of about fevenlcagues. As far as we could judge, from the
appearance of the North Eaft and North Weft parts (for we
faw nothing of the Southern fide), it is by far the fineft
illand of the whole group. Nothing can exceed the verdure
of the hills, the variety of wood and lawn, and rich culti-
vated vallies, which the whole face of the country dif-
played. Having already given a defcription of the bay,
formed by the North and Weft extremities, in which we
came to anchor, I have only to obferve, that in the bight of
the bay, to the South of the anchoring-place, we found
rocky foul ground, two miles from the fhore. Should the

~ground tackling of a fhip be weak, and the wind blow
flrong from the North, to which quarter the road is entirely
open, this circumftance might be attended with fome dan-

. ger; but with good cables there would be little rifk, as the
ground from the anchoring-place, which is oppofite to the

valley through which the river runs, to the North point, is a
fine fand.

Atooi lies to the North Weft of Woahoo, and is diftant
from it about twenty-five leagues. The face of the country,
to the North Eaft and North Weft, is broken and ragged;
but to the South it is more even; the hills rife with a gen-
tle flope from the fea-fide, and, at fome diftance back, are
Covered with wood. Its producdtionsare the fame with thofe
of the other iflands; but the inhabitants far, furpafs all the
neighbouring iflanders in the management of their plant-

Q 2 . ations.
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ations. In the low grounds, adjoining to the bay where we
lay at anchor, thefe plantations were divided by deep and
regular ditches; the fences were made with a neatnefs
approaching to elegance, and the roads through them were
thrown up and finithed, in a manner that would have done
credit to any European engineer.

Onecheow lies five leagues to the Weftward of Attooi.
The Eaftern coaft is high, and rifes abruptly from the fea,
but the reft of the ifland confifts of low ground; excepting a
round bluff head on the South Eaft point. It produces
abundance of yams, and of the {weet root called Tee; but we
got from it no other fort of provifions.

Oreehoua, and Tahoora, are two fmall iflands in the
neighbourhood of Oneeheow. The former is a fingle
high hummock, joined by a reef of coral rocks to the North-

ern extremity of Onecheow. The latter lies to the South
Eaft, and is uninhabited.

The climate of the Sandwich Ilands differs very litle
from that of the Weft India Iflands, which lie in the fame
latitude. Upon the whole, perhaps, it may be rather more
temperate. The thermometer, on fhore in Karakakooa Bay,
never rofe higher than 85 and that but one day ; its mean
height, at noon, was 83°. In Wymoa Bay, its mean height
at noon was 76°, and when out at fea, y5°. The mean
height of the thermometer at noon, in Jamaica, is about 86°,
at fea 8o”. '

Whether they be fubje@ to the fame violent winds and
hurricanes, we could not difcover, as we were not there in
any of the flormy months. However, as the natives gave
us no pofitive teftimony of the fa&, and no traces of their
effets were any where vifible, it is probable that, in this

re{pect,
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refpet, they refemble the Society and Friendly Iflands,

which are, in a great meafure, free from thefe dreadful vi-
fitations.

During the four winter months that we remained amongft
thefe iflands, there was more rain, efpecially in the interior
parts, than ufually falls during the dry feafon in the iflands
of the Welt Indies. We generally faw clouds colleting
round the tops of the hills, and producing rain to leeward ;
but after they are feparated from the land by the wind, they
difperfe, and are loft, and others fucceed in their place.
This happened daily at Owhyhee: the mountainous parts
being generally enveloped in a cloud; fucceflive fhowers

falling in the inland country; with fine weather, and a clear
fky at the fea-thore.

The winds in general were, from Eaft South Eaft to North
Eaft; though this fometimes varied a few points each way
to the North and South ; but thefe were light, and of fhort
duration. In the harbour of Karakakooa, we had a conflant
land and fea-breeze every day and night.

The currents feemed very uncertain ; {fometimes fetting to
windward ; and, at other times, toleeward, withoutany re-
gulanty. They did not appear to be governed by the winds,
nor any other caufe that I can aflign : they frequently fet to
windward againft a freth breeze.

The tides are very regular, flowing and ebbing fix hours
~ cach. The flood comes from the Eaftward; and it is high
water at the full and change of the moon, forty-five mi-
Nutes paft three, apparent time. Their greateft rife is twor
feet feven inches; and we always obferved the water to be
four inches higher when the moon was abow. the herizon,
than when it was below,

7 The
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“The quadrupeds in thefe, as in all the other iflands that
have been difcovered in the South fea, are confined to three
forts, dogs, hogs, and rats. The dogs arc of the fame {pe-
cies with thofe of Otaheite, having fhort crooked legs, long
backs, and pricked ears. I did not obferve any variety in
them, except in their fkins; fome having long and rough
bair, and others being quite {mooth, They are about the
fize of a common turnfpit; exceedingly fluggith in their
nature; though perhaps this may be more owing to the
manner in which they are treated, than to any natural dif-
pofition in them. They are, in general, fed, and left to
herd, with the hogs; and I do not recollet one infltance in
which a dog was made a companion in the manner we do
in Europe. Indeced, the cuftom of eating them is an infu-
perable bar to their admiflion into fociety, and as there are
neither beafls of prey in the ifland, nor objefts of chace,
it is probable, that the focial qualities of the dog, its fide-
lity, attachment, and {agacity, will remain unknown to the

natives.

The number of dogs in thefe iflands did not appear to be
nearly equal, in proportion, to thofe in Otaheite. But on
the other hand, they abound much more in hogs; and the

‘breed is of a larger and weightier kind. The fupply of

provifions of this kind, which we got from them, was really
aftonifhing. We were near four months, either cruifing off
the coaft, or inharbour at Owhyhee. During all this time,
a large allowance of frefh pork was conftantly ferved to both
crews: fo that our confumption was computed at about fixty
puncheons of five hundred weight each. Befides this,
and the incredible wafte which, in the midft of fuch plenty,
was not to be guarded againft, fixty puncheons more were

falted for {fea ftore. The greatelt part of this fupply was

~drawn
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drawn from the ifland of Owhyhee alone, and yet we could
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not perceive that it was at all drained, or even that the abun- ‘—em—

dance had any way decreafed.

The birds of thefe iflands are as beautiful as any we have
feen during the voyage, and are numerous, though not va-
rious. There arc four, which feem to belong to the trochils,
or honey-fuckers of Linnzus; one of which is fomething
larger than a bullfinch; its colour is a fine glofly black, the
rump-vent and thighs a deep yellow. It is called by the na-
tives hookoo. Another is of an exceeding bright fcarlet co-

lour; the wings black, and edged with white; and the tail

black ; its native name is,eeeeve. A third, which feems to
be cither a young bird, or a variety of the foregoing, is va-
riegated with red, brown, and yellow. The fourth is en-
tirely green, with atinge of yellow, and is called akaicarooa.

There is a {pecies of thrufh, with a grey breaft; and a fmall:

bird of the flycatcher kind; a rail, with very fhort wings.
and no tail, which, on that account, we named rallus ecan--

dotus, Ravens are found here, but they are very fcarce;
their colour is dark brown, inclining to black; and their:
note 1s different from the European. Here are two {mall
birds, both of one genus, that are very common; one is
red, and generally feen about the cocoa-nut trees, particu-

larly when they are in flower, from whence it feems to de--

rive great part of its fubfiftence; the other is green;
the tongues of both arc long and ciliated, or fringed at

the tip. A bird with a yellow head, which, from the-

firu@ure of its beak, we called a parroquet, is likewife
very common. It, however, by no means belongs to that

tribe, but greatly refembles the lexia flavicans, or yellowifl:

€rofs-bill of Linnzus.
Here
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Here are alfo owls, plovers of two forts, one very like
the whiftling plover of Europe; a large white pigeon; a
bird with a long tail, whofe colour is black, the vent
and feathers under the wing (which is much longer
than is ufually feen in the generality of birds, except the
birds of paradife) are yellow; and the common water or
darker hen. -

Their vegetable preductions are nearly the fame with che
reft of the South-fea iflands, I have before mentioned, that
the farrow root is much fuperiour to any we had before tafted,
and that we attributed this excellence to the dry method of
cultivating it. The bread-fruit trees thrive here, notin fuch
abundance, but produce double the quantity of fruit they
do on the rich plains of Otaheite. The trees are nearly
of the fame height, but the branches begin to ftrike
out from the trunk much lower, and with greater luxu-
riance. Their fugar-canes are alfo of a very unufual fize.
One of them was brought to us at Atooi, meafuring eleven
inches and a quarter in circumference ; and having fourtcen
feet ecatable.

At Onecheow they brought us feveral large roots of a
brown colour, thaped like a yam, and from {ix to-ten pounds
in weight. The juice, which it yields in great abundance,
is very {weet, and of a pleafant tafte, and was found to be
an excellent fubftitute for fugar. The natives are very fond
of it, and ufe it as an article of their common diet ; and our
people alfo found it very palatable and wholefome. We could
not learn to what {pecies of plant it belonged, having never
been able to procure the leaves ; but it was {fuppofed, by our
botanifts, to be the root of fome kind of fern.

Agreeably
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Agreeably to the practice of Captain Cook, I fhall fubjoin
an abftrat of the aftronomical obfervations which were
made at the obfervatory in Karakakooa Bay, for determin-
- ing its latitude and longitude, and for finding the rate and
-error of the time-keeper. To thefe are fubjoined the mean
variation of the compafs, the dip of the magnetic needle, and
a table of the latitude and longitude of the Sandwich Iflands.

The latitude of the obfervatory, deduced
from meridian zenith diftances of the
fun, eleven ftars to the South, and
four ftars to the North of the zenith 19” 28’ o North.

The longitude of the obfervatory, de-
duced from 253 fets of lunar obferva-
tions; each fet confiting of fix ob-
ferved diftances of the fun from the
moon, or ftars; 14 of the above fets
were only taken at the obfervatory,
105 fets being taken whilft cruizing
off Owhyhee; and 134 fets, when at
Atooi and Onecheow ; all thefe being
reduced to the obfervatory, by means
of the time-keeper . - 204” o o' Eaft,

The longitude of the obfervatory, by
the time-keeper, on the 19th January
1779, according to its rate, as found at
Greenwich - - - 214" %' 15" Eaft,

The longitude of the obfervatory, by
the time-keeper, on the 19th January
1779, according toits rate, corrected at
different places, and laft at Samga-
nocdha Harbour, in Oonalafchka - 203" 37" 22" Eaft.

Vor. III. R The
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The daily rate of the time-keeper
lofing on mean time, was 9", 6 ; and on
the 2d February 1779, it was 14" 41" 1"
{flow for mean time.

The variation of the compafs, by azi-
muths obferved on fhore, with four
different compafles - -

The variation of the compafs, by azi-
muths, obferved on board the Refolu-
tion, with four different compaffes -

o

8. 6’ 'o” Eaﬁ.

7 23! o Eafk,

Dip of the North pole of (Balanced needle } 40° 22’ 30"
the magnetic needle! Unbalanced or
on fhore, with { plain needle J 40° 41" 15"
Dip of the North pole of ot
the magnetic needle BNlancas needle} ety
on board, with Unbalanced needle) 40" 30 435 ‘
A Table of the Latitude and Longitude of the Sandwich
Iflands.
Latitude. Longitude,
The North point - - 20" 17’ 204" 2
South point - - - 18 54 204° 1§
Owhyhee Eaft point - - - 19 ‘;:’ 20:" -(5;'
Karakakooa Bay - =~ 19° 28" 204’ o
Eaft point - - & ~" 20" g0 204" 4
Mowee {South point - s 0" 3 U o8
Weft point - - < 20" 54’ 203" 24
Morokinnee - - - 20" 39’ 203" 33’
Tahoorowa - - - 20° 38 203" 27
Ranai. South point - - - 20° 46° 203" 8
Morotoi. Welft point - - - 21° 10)  202° 46

Woahoo,



THE PACIFIC OCEAN.
Latitude.
Woahoo. Anchoring-place - - “21° 43’
Atooi. Wymoa Bay - - - 21 Pr
Oneeheow. Anchoring-place = - 21° 50
Oreehoua - - - - g2" gl
Tahoora - - - - - 21° 43

Longitude,
202° ¢
200" 20/
199° 45'
199" 52°
199° 36

CHAP

1779
Marchs
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CHAP VIL

General Account of the Sandwich Iflands continued—Of the
Inbabitants.—Their Origin—Perfons.—Pernicious Ef-
fetts of the Ava—Numbers.— Difpofition and Manners.
~Reajons for fuppofing them not Cannibals.— Drefs and
Ornaments.—Villages and Houfes.—Food.—Occupations
and Amufements— Addiéted to Gaming —Their extra-
ordinary Dexterity in Swimming —Arts and Manufac-
tures.—Curious Specimens of their Sculpture —Kipparee,

or Method of painting Cloth.— Mats.—Fijhing Hooks,
—Cordage—Salt Pans.—W arlike Inflruments.

HE inhabitants of the Sandwich Iflands are undoubt-

edly of the fame race with thofe of New Zealand, the
Society and Friendly Iflands, Eafter lfland, and the Marque-
fas; a race that poflefles, withour any intermixture, all the
known lands between the latitudes of 47° South, and 20°
North, and between the longitudes of 184° and 260° Eaft.
This fact, which, extraordinary as it is, might be thought
fufficiently proved by the ftriking fimilarity of their manners
and cuftoms, and the general refemblance of their perfons,
is eftablithed, beyond all cbntroveriy, by the abfolute iden-
tity of their language.

From what continent they originally emigrated, and by
what fleps they have fpread thropgh fo vaft-a fpace, tholc
who are curious in difquifitions of this nature, may per-

3 haps
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haps not find it very difficult to conjecture. It has been al-
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ready obferved, that they bear ftrong marks of affinity t0 ‘et

fome of the Indian tribes, that inhabit the Ladrones and Ca-
roline Ilands; and the fame affinity may again be traced
amongft the Battas and the Malays. When thefe events
happened, is not fo eafy to afcertain; it was probably not
very lately, as they are extremely populous, and have no
tradition of their own origin, but what is perfectly fabulous ;
whilfl, on the other hand, the unadulterated ftate of their
general language, and the fimplicity which flill prevails in
their cuftoms and manners, feem to indicate, that it could
not have been at any very diftant period.

The npatives of thefe iflands are, in general, above the
middle fize, and well made; they walk very gracefully,
run nimbly, and are capable of bearing great fatigue;
though, upon the whole, the men are fomewhat inferior,
in point of ftrength and adivity, to the Friendly iflanders,
and the women lefs delicately limbed than thofe of Otaheite.
Their complexion is rather darker than that of the Otaheite-
ans, and they are not altogether fo handfome a people *,
However, many of both fexes had fine open countenances ;
and the women, in particular, had good eyes and teeth, and
a fweetnefs and fenfibility of look, which rendered them
very engaging. Their hair is of a brownifh black, and
neither uniformly ftraight, like that of the Indians of Ame-
rica, nor uniformly curling, as amongft the African ne-
groes, but varying, in this refpect, like the hair of Europe-
ans. One ftriking peculiarity, in the features of every part
of this great nation, I do not remember to have feen any

* The annexed print of @ man of Sandwich Iflands, was taken from a portrait of
our friend Kancena,

where
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where mentioned; which is, that, even in the handfomeft
faces, there is always a fulnefs of the noftril, without any
flatnefs or fpreading of the nofe, that diftinguifhes them
from Europeans. It is not improbable that this may be the
effe@ of their ufual mode of falutation, which is performed
by prefling the ends of their nofes together.

The fame f{uperiority that is obfervable in the perfons of
the Erees, through all the other iflands, is found alfo here.
Thofe whom we faw were, without exception, perfeétly
well formed ; wherecas the lower fort, befides their general
inferiority, are fubject to all the variety of make and figure
that is {een in the populace of other countries. Inftances
of deformity are more frequent here, than in any of the
other iflands, Whilft we were cruifing off Owhyhee, two
dwarfs came on board, one an old man, four feet two
inches high, but exaly proportioned, and the other a wo-
man, nearly of the fame height. We afterward faw three
natives, who were hump-backed, and a young man, born:
without hands or feet. Squinting is alfo very common
amongft them; and a man, who, they faid, had been born
blind, was brought to us to.be cured. Befides thefe parti-
cular imperfecions, they are, in general, very fubject to
boils and ulcers,- which we attributed to the great quantity
of falt they eat with their fleth and fith. The Erees are very
free from thefe complaints; but many of them fuffer ftill
more dreadful effets from the immoderate ufe of the awva.
Thofe who were the molt affeted by it, had their bodies co-
vered with a white fcurf, their eyes red and inflamed, their
limbs emaciated, the whole frame trembling and paralytic,
accompanied with a difability to raife the head. Though
this drug does not appear univerfally to fhorten life, as was

evident
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evident from the cafes of Terrecoboo, Kaoo, and fome other
Chiefs, who were very old men ; yet it invariably brings on
an early and decrepid old age. It is fortunate, that the ufe
of it is made one of the peculiar privileges of the Chiefs.
The young fon of Terreeoboo, who was about twelve years
old, ufed to boaft of his being admitted to drink eva, and

fhewed us, with great triumph, a {mall {got in his fide that
was growing fcaly,

There is fomething very fingular in the hiftory of this
pernicious drug. When Captain Cook firft vifited the So-
ciety Hlands, it was very little known among them. On
his fecond voyage, he found the ufe of it vety prevalent at
Ulietea ; but it had ftill gained very little ground at
Otaheite. When we were laft there, the dreadful havock
it had made was beyond belief, infomuch that the Cap-
tain fcarce knew many of his old acquaintances. At
the Friendly Iflands, it is alfo conftantly drunk by the
Chiefs, but fo much diluted with water, that it does not
- appear to produce any bad effects. At Atooi, alfo, it is
ufed with great moderation, and the Chiefs are, in confe-
quence, a much finer fet of men there, than in any of the
neighbouring iflands. We remarked, that, by difcontinu-
Ing the ufe of this root, the noxious effeés of it foon
wore off. Our good friends, Kaireeckeea and old Kaoo,
were perfuaded by us to refrain from it; and they recovered

amazingly during the fhort time we afterward remained in
the ifland. ‘

It may be thought extremely difficult to form any pro-
bable conjetures refpecting the population of iflands,

with many parts of which we are but imperfetly ac-
2 . quainted.

-
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quainted. ‘There are, however, two circumftances, that
take away much of this objetion; the firft is, that the
interior parts of the countr'y are entirely uninhabited; fo
that, if the number of the inhabitants along the coaft be
known, the whole will be pretty accurately determined,

‘The other is, that there are no towns of any ‘confider-

able fize, the habitations of the natives being pretty
equally difperfed in {mall villages round all their coafts.
It is on this ground that I f{hall venture at a rough

calculation of the number of perfons in this group of
iflands. '

The bay of Karakakooa, in Owhyhee, is three miles in
extent, and contains four villages of about eighty houfes
each; upon an average, in all three hundred and twenty;
befides a number of ftraggling houfes; which may make

the whole amount to three hundred and fifty. From the
frequent opportunities I had of informing myfelf on this

head, I am convinced, that fix perfons to a houfe is a very
moderate allowance ; fo that, on this calculation, the coun-
try about the bay contains two thoufand one hundred fouls.
To thefe may be added fifty families, or three hundred
perfons, which I conceive to be nearly the number em-
ployed in the interior parts of the country amongft their
plantations; making inall two thoufand four hundred.
If, therefore, this number be applied to the whole extent
of coaft round the ifland, deduting a quarter for the unin-
habited parts, it will be found to contain one hundred and
fifty thoufand.. By the fame mode of calculation, the reft
of the iflands will be found to contain the following num-
bers : ;
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‘Owhyhee, - - 150,000
Mowee, - - - 65,400
‘Woahoo, - - - 60,200
Atooi, - - - 54,000
Morotoi, - - - 36,000
Onecheow, - - - 10,000
Ranai, - - - 20,400
Oreehoua, - = - - 4,000

Total of inhabitants, - 400,000

I am pretty confident, that, in this calculation, I have not
«exceeded the truth in the total amount. If we compare the
numbers fuppofed to be in Owhyhee, with the population
of Otaheite, as fettled by Dr. Forfter, this computation will
be found very low. The proportion of coaft, in the latter
illand, 1s, to that of Owhyhee, only as one to three: the
number of inhabitants in Otaheite he ftates to be one hun-

-dred and twenty-one thoufand five hundred; though, ac-
cording to his own principles, it fhould be double that

amount. Again, if we compare it with the medium popu-
larion of the countries in Europe, the proportion will be in
favour of the latter nearly as two to one. )

Notwithftanding the irreparable lofs we fuffered from the
fudden refentment and violence of thefe people, yet, in
juflice to their gencral condué, it muft be acknowledged,
that they are of the moft mild and affetionate difpofition;
equally remote from the extreme levity and ficklenefs of the
Otaheiteans, and the diftant gravity and referve of the inha-
bitants of the Friendly Iflands. They appear to live in the
utmoft harmony and friendfhip with one another. The wo-
men, who had children, were remarkable for their tender

and conftant attention to them ; and the men would often
Vouw. III. S lend
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lend their afliftance in thofe domeftic offices, with a willing-
nefs that does credit to their feelings.

It muft, however, be obferved, that they fall very fhort of
the other iflanders, in that beft teft of civilization, the refpect
paid to the women. Here they are not only deprived of the
privilege of eating with the men, but the beft forts of food
are zabooed, or forbidden them. They are not allowed to eat
pork, turtle, feveral kinds of fith, and fome fpecies of the
plantains ; and we were told that a poor girl got a terrible
beating, for having eaten, on board our fhip, one of thefe
interdited articles. In their domeftic life, they appear to
live almoft entirely by themfelves, and though we did not
obferve any inftances of perfonal ill-treatment, yer it was
evident they had little regard or attention paid them.,

The great hofpitality and kindnefs, with which we were re-
ceived by them, have been already frequently remarked;
and indeed they make the principal part of our tranfaions
with them. Whenever we came on fhore, there was a con-
ftant ftruggle who fhould be moft forward in making us lit-
tle prefents, bringing refrefhments, or thewing fome other
mark of their refpect. The old people never failed of re-
ceiving us with tears of joy; feemed highly gratified with
being allowed to touch us, and were conftantly making com-

" parifons between themfelves and us, with the ftrongeft

marks of humility. The young women were not lefs kind
and engaging, and, till they found, notwithftanding our ut-
moft endeavours to prevent it, that they had reafon to re-
pent of our acquaintance, attached themfelves to us without
the leaft referve. |
" In juftice, however, to the fex, it muft be obferved, that
thefe ladies were probably all of the lower clafs of the
: people;
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people; for I am firongly inclined to believe, that, excepting

the few, whofe names are mentioned in the courfe of our
narrative, we did not fee any woman of rank during our flay
amongft them.

Their natural capacity feenis, in no refpect, below the
common ftandard of mankind. Their improvements in
agriculture, and the perfetion of their manufactures, are
certainly adequate to the circumftances of their fituation, and
the natural advantages they enjoy. The eager curiofity, with
which theyattended the armourer’s forge, and the many
expedients they had invented, even before we left the iflands,
for working the iron they had procured from us, into {fuch
forms as were beft adapted to their purpofes, were ftrong
proofs of docility and ingenuity.

Our unfortunate friend, Kaneena, poflefled a degree of ju-
dicious curiofity, and a quicknefs of conception, which was
rarely met with amongft thefe people. He was very inquifi-
tive after our cuftoms and manners; afked after our King;
the nature of our government; our numbers; the method
of building our fhips; our houfes ; the produce of our coun-
try ; whether we had wars; with whom ; and on what oc-
cafions ; and in what manner they were carried on; who
was our God ; and many other queftions of the {fame na-

ture, which indicated an underftanding of great compre-
henfion,

We met with two inftances of perfons difordered in their
minds, the one a man at Owhyhee, the other a woman at
Oneeheow. It appeared, from the particular attention and
refpe paid to them, that the opinion of their being infpired
by the Divinity, which obtains among moft of the nations of
the Eaft, is alfo received here.

S 2 Though
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Though the cuftom, of eating the bodies of their enemies,

*—— be notknown, by pofitive evidence, to exift in any of the

South Sea Iflands, except New Zealand, yet it is extremely
probable, that it was originally prevalent in them all. The
facrificing human victims, which feems evidently to be a
relick of this horrid practice, ftill obtains univerfally amongit
thefe iflanders; and it is eafy to conceive, why the New
Zealanders fhould retain the repaft, which was probably the
laft a¢ of thefe fhocking rites, longer than the reft of their
tribe, who were fituated in more mild and fruitful climates.
As the inhabitants of the Sandwich Ilands certainly bear a
nearer refemblance to thofe of New Zealand, both in their
perfons and difpofition, than to any other people of this fa-
mily, fo it was ftrongly fufpected, by Mr. Anderfon, that,
like them, they ftill continue tp feaft on human fleth. The
evidence, on which he founds this opinion, has been ftated
very fully in the tenth chapter of the third book *; but, as
I always entertained great doubts of the juftice of his con-
clufions, it may not be improper to take this occafion of
mentioning the grounds on which I venture to differ from
him. With refpect to the information derived from the na-
tives them{elves, I fhall only obferve, that great pains were
taken, by almoft every officer on board, to come at the
knowledge of fo curious a circumftance; and that, except
in the two inftances mentioned by Mr. Anderfon, we found
them invariably denying the exiftence of any fuch cuftom
amongft them, It muft be allowed, that Mr. Anderfon’s
knowledge of their language, which was fuperior to that
of any other perfon in either thip, ought certainly to give his
opinion great weight; at the fame time, I muft beg leave to

*. See Vol. I, p. 209, 210—214.
remark,
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remark, thar, being prefent when he examined the man
who had the fmall piece of falted flefh wrapped in cloth, it
firuck me very foreibly, that the figns he made ufe of meant
nothing more, than that it was intended to be eat, and that
it was very pleafant or wholefome to the ftomach, In this
-opinion I was confirmed, by a circumftance which came to
our knowledge, after the death of my worthy and ingenious

friend, @iz, that almoft every native of thefe iflands carried:

about with him, either in his calibath, or wrapped up ina
piece of cloth, and tied about his waift, a fmall piece of
raw pork, highly f{alted, which they confidered as a great
delicacy, and ufed now and then'to tafte of. With refpeét
to the confufion the young lad was in (for he was not more
than fixteen or eighteen years of age), no one could have
been furprized at it, who had feen the cager and earneft
manner in- which Mr. Anderfon queftioned him.

The argument drawn from the inftrument made with:

fhark’s teeth, and which is nearly of the fame form with

thofe ufed at New Zealand for cutting up the bodies of their-

enemies, is much more difficult to.controvert. I believe it

to'be an undoubted falt, that this knife, if it may be fo-

called, is never ufed by them in cutting the flefh of other
animals. However, as the cuftom of offering human facri-

fices, and of burning the bodies of the flain, is fill preva--

lent here, it is not improbable, that the ufe of this inftru-
ment is retained in thofe ceremonies. Upon the whole, I
am firongly inclined to think, and particularly from thislaft
circumftancé, that the horrid pra@ice, in queftion, has but
lately ceafed amongit thefe and other iflands of the South
Sea. Omai, when prefled on this fubje®, confefled, that,
in the rage and fury of revenge, they would {fometimes tear
the fleth of their enemies, that were flain, with their teeth ;

5 : bug
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but pofitively denied that they ever eat ir. This was cer-
tainly approaching as near the fact as could be; but, on the
other hand, the denial is a ftrong proof that the pradtice
has actually ceafed; fince in New Zealand, where it flill
exifts, the inhabitants never made the {malleft {cruple of
confefling it.

The inhabitants of thefe iflands differ from thofe of the
Friendly Ifles, in fuffering, almoft univerfally, their beards
to grow. There were, indeed, a few, amongft whom was
the old king, that cut it off entirely; and others that wore
it only upon the upper lip. The fame variety, in the man-
ner of wearing the hair, is alfo obfervable here, as among
the other iflanders of the South Sea; befides which, they
have a fathion, as far as we know, peculiar to themfelves.
They cut it clofe on cach fide the head, down to the ears,
leaving aridge, of about a {mall hand’s breadch, running
from the forehead to the neck; which, when the hair is
thick and curling, has the form of the creft of the ancient
helmet. Others wear large quantities of falfe hair, flowing
down their backs in long ringlets, like the figure of the in-
habitants of Horn Ifland, as feen in Dalrymple’s Voyages;
and others, again, tie it into a fingle round bunch on the
top of the head, almoft as large as the head itfelf; and
fome into five or fix diftin&t bunches. They daub their
hair with a grey clay, mixed with powdered thells, which
they keep in balls, and chew into a kind of foft pafte, when
they have occafion to make ufe of it. This keeps the
hair {fmooth; and, in time, changes it to a pale yellow
colour. :

Both fexes wear necklaces, made of firings of {mall va-
riegated {hells; and an ornament, in the form of the handle
of
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of a cup, about two inches long, and half an inch broad,
made of wood, ftone, or ivory, finely polifhed, which is
hung about the neck, by fine threads of twilted hair,

doubled fometimes an hundred fold. Inftead of this or-
nament, fome of them wear, on their breaft, a fmall

human figure, made of bone, fufpended in the fame man-
ner.

The fan, or fly-flap, is alfo an ormament ufed by both
fexes. 'The moft ordinary kind are made of the fibres of the
cocoa-nut, tied loofe, in bunches, to the top of a {fmooth po-
lithed handle. The tail-feathers of the cock, and of the tro-
pic-bird, are alfo ufed in the fame manner ; but the moft
valuable are thofe which have the handle made of the arm
or leg bones of an enemy {lain in battle; and which are pre-
{ferved with great care, and handed down, from father to

fon, as trophies of ineftimable value.

The cuftom of zattowing the body, they have in common

with the reft of the natives of the South Sea Iflands; but it

is only at New Zealand, and the Sandwich Iflands, that they
tattow the face. There is alfo this difference between the
two laft, that, in the former, it is done in elegant {piral vo-
lutes, and in the latter, in firaight lines, crofling each other
at right angles. 'The hands and arms of the women are
alfo very neatly marked, and they have a fingular cuftom
amongft them, the meaning of which we could never

learn, that of tatfowing the tip of the tongues of the fe-
males, :

From {fome information we received, relative to the cultom
of tattowing, we were inclined to think, thatitis frequently
intended as a fign of mourning on the death of a Chief, or

any other calamitous event. For we were often told, that
8 fuch
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fuch a particular mark was in memory of fuch a Chief; and
fo of the reft. It may be here, too, obferved, that the low-
cft clafs are often fatfowed with a mark, thar diftinguifhes
them as the property of the feveral Chiefs to whom they
belong.

The drefs of the men generally confifts only of a piece of
thick cloth called the maro, about ten or twelve inches broad,
which they pafs between the legs, and tie round the waift.
This is the common drefs of all ranks of people. Their
mats, fome of which are beautifully manufa&ured, are of
various fizes, but moftly about five feet long, and four
broad. Thefe they throw eover their fhoulders, and bring
forward before ; but they are feldom ufed, except in time of
war, for which purpofe they feem better adapted than for
ordinary ufe, beingof a thick and cuamberfome texture, and
capable of breaking the blow of a flone, or any blunt wea-
pon. Their feet are generally bare, except when they have
occafion to travel over the burnt ftones, when they fecure -
them with a {ort of fandal, made of cords, twifted from the
fibres of the cocoa-nut. Such is the ordinary drefs of thele
iflanders; but they have another, appropriated to their

Chiefs, and ufed on ceremonious occafions, confifting of a

feathered cloak and helmet, which, in point of beauty and
magnificence, is perhaps nearly equal to that of any nation
in the world. As this drefs has been already defcribed with
great accuracy and minutenefs, I have only to add, that
thefe cloaks are made of different lengths, in proportion to
the rank of the wearer, fome of them reaching no lower
than the middle, others trailing on the ground. The infe-
rior Chiefs have alfo a fhort cloak, refembling the former,
made of the long tail-feathers of the cock, the tropic and
man of war birds, with a broad border of the fmall red and

yellow
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yellow feathers, and a collar of the fame. Others again
are made of feathers entirely white, with variegated bor-
ders. The helmet has a flrong lining of wicker-work, ca-
pable of breaking the blow of any warlike inftrument, and
{eems evidently defigned for that purpofe.

. Thefe feathered drefles feemed to be exceedingly fcarce,
appropriated to perfons of the higheft rank, and worn
by the men only. During the whole time we lay in Karaka-
kooa Bay, we never faw them ufed but on three occafions :
in the curious ceremony of Terreeoboo’s firft vifit to the
. thips; by fome Chiefs, who were feen among the crowd on
{hore, when Captain Cook was killed ; and, afterward, when
Eappo brought his bones to us.

The exac refemblance between this habit, and the cloak
and helmet formerly worn by the Spaniards, was too ftrik-
ing not to excite our curiofity to inquire, whether there
were any probable grounds for fuppofing it to have been
borrowed from them. After exerting every means in
our power, of obtaining information on this fubje&t, we
found that they had no immediate knowledge of any other
nation whatever; nor any tradition remaining among them
of thefe iflands having been ever vifited before by fuch fhips
as ours. But notwithftanding the refult of thefe inquiries,
the uncommon form of this habit appears to me a fuflicient
proof of its European origin; efpecially when added to ano-
ther circumftance, that it is a fingular deviation from the
general refemblance in drefs, which prevails amongit all the
branches of this tribe, difperfed through the South Sea.
We were driven indeed, by this conclufion, to a {fuppofition
of the fhipwreck of fome Buccaneer, or Spanifh fhip, in
the neighbourhood of thefe iflands. But when it is recol-
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une  lected, that the courfe of the Spanifh trade from Acapulco
v~ to the Manillas, is but a few degrees to the Southward of
the Sandwich Hlands, in their paffage out, and to the North-
ward, on their return, this fuppofition will not appear in the

leaft improbable.

The common drefs of the women bears a clofe refem-
blance to that of the men. They wrap round the waift a
piece of cloth, that reaches half way down the thighs; and
fometimes, in the cool of the evening, they appeared with
loofe pieces of fine cloth thrown over their {houlders, like
the women of Otaheite. The pau is another drefs very fre-

quently worn by the younger part of the fex. It is made of
the thinneft and fineft fort of cloth, wrapt feveral times

round the waift, and defcending to the leg; fo as to have
exaltly the appearance of a full fhort petticoat. Their hair
is cut thort behind, and turned up before, as is the fathion
among the Otaheiteans and New Zealanders; all of whom
differ, in this refpet, from the women of the Friendly
Hlands, who wear their hair long. We faw, indeed, one
woman in Karakakooa Bay, whofe hair was arranged in a
very fingular manner ; it was turned up behind, and brought
over the forehead, and then doubled back, {o as to form a
fort of {hade to the face, like a {fmall bonnet.

Their necklaces are made of fhells, or of a hard, fhining,
red berry. Befides which, they wear wreaths of dried flowers.
of the Indian mallow; and another beautiful ornament,
called eraie, which: is generally put about the neck, but is
fometimes tied like a garland round the hair, and fometimes.
worn in both thefe ways at once, as may be feen in the print
of the woman of the Sandwich Iflands. 1t is a ruff of the thick-
nefs of a finger, made, in a curious manner, of exceedingly

{fmall
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{mall feathers, woven fo clofe together as to form a furface
as fmooth as that of the richeft velvet. The ground was
generally of a red colour, with alternate circles of green,
yellow, and black. Their bracelets, which were ‘alfo of
great variety, and very peculiar kinds, have been already
defcribed.

At Atooi, fome of the women wore little figures of the
turtle, neatly formed of wood or ivory, tied on their fingers
in the manner we wear rings. Why this animal is thus
particularly diftinguifhed, I leave to the conjectures of the
curious. There is alfo an ornament made of fhells, faftened
in rows on a ground of flrong netting, {o as to ftrike each
other, when in motion ; which both men and women, when
they dance, tie either round the arm or the ankle, or below
the knee. Inftead of fhells, they fometimes make ufe of
dogs teeth, and a bard red berry, refembling that of the
holly. )

There remains to be mentioned another ornament (if fuch
it may be called), the figure of which may be berter con-

ceived from the annexed print, than any written defcrip--

tion. It is a kind of maik, made of a large gourd, with
holes cutin it for the eyes and nofe. The top was ftuck full
of {fmall green twigs, which, at a diftance, had the appear-
ance of an elegant waving plume; and from the lower part
hung narrow ftripes of cloth, refembling a beard. We never
faw thefe mafks worn but twice, and both times by a num-
ber of people together in a canoe, who came to the fide of
the fhip, laughing and drolling, with an air of mafquerad-
ing. Whether they may not likewife be ufed as a defence
for the head againft ftones, for which they feem beft de-
figned, or in fome of their public games, or be merely in-
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tended for the purpofes of mummery, we could never in-
form ourfelves. :

It has already been remarked, in a few inftances, that
the natives of the Sandwich Iflands approach nearer to the
New Zealanders, in their manners and cuftems, than to
either of their lefs diftant neighbours of the Society or
Friendly Iflands. This is in nothing more obfervable, than
in their method of living together in {mall towns or vil-
lages, containing from about one hundred to two hundred
houfes, built pretty clofe together, without any order, and
baving a winding path leading through them. They are
generally flanked, toward the fea, with loofe detached walls,
which probably are meant both for the purpofes of fheltar

and defence. The figure of their houfes has been already
defcribed. They are of different fizes, from eighteen feet
by twelve, to forty-five by twenty-four. There are fome of
a larger kind ; being fifty feet long and thirty broad, and
quite-open at onc end. Thefe, they told us, were defigned
for travellers or flrangers, who were only making a fhort
ftay. ]

In addition to the furniture of their houfes, which has
been accurately defcribed by Captain Cook, I have only to
add, that at one end are mats on which they fleep, with
wooden pillows, or fleeping ftools, exaétly like thofe of the
Chinefe. Some of the better fort of houfes have a court-
yard before them, neatly railed in, with fmaller houfes
built round it, for their fervants. In this area they generally
eat, and fit during the day-time. In the fides of the hills,
and among the fteep racks, we alfo obferved feveral holes or
caves, which appeared to be inhabited ; but as the entrance
was defended with wicker-work, and we alfo found, in the

only
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only one that was vifited, a flone fence running acrofs it
within, we imagine they are principally defigned for
places of retreat, in cafe of an attack from an enemy.

The food of the lower clafs of people confifts principally
of fifh, and vegetables; fuch as yams, {weet-potatoes, tar-
row, plantains, fugar-canes, and bread-fruit. To thefe, the
people of a higher rank add the flefh of hogs and dogs,
drefled in the fame manner as at the Society Iflands. They
alfo eat fowls of the fame domeftic kind with ours; but
they are neither plentiful, nor much efteemed by them. It
is remarked by Captain Cook, that the bread-fruit and yams
appeared fcarce amongft them, and were reckoned great
rarities,.  We found this not to be the cafe on our fecond
vifit; and it is therefore moft probable, that, asthefe vege-
tables were generally planted in the interior parts of the
country, the natives had not had time to bring them down to
us, during the thort ftay we made in Wymoa Bay. Their fith
they falt, and plefelve in gourd-fhells; not, as we at firt
imagined, for the purpofe of providing againft any tempo-
rary fcarcity, but from the preference they give to falted
meats. For we alfo found, that the Erees ufed to pickle
pieces of pork in the fame manner, -and efteemed it a great
dehcac_y

yTheir cookery is exactly of the fame fort with thar al-

ready defcribed, in the accounts' that have been publithed
of the other South Sea iflands; and though Captain Cook

complains of the fournefs of their tarrow puddings, yet, in

juftice to the many excellent meals they-afforded us in Karas
kakooa Bay, I muft be permitted to refcue them from this
general cenfure. and todeclare, that [ never eat better even in
the Friendly . I,ﬂands. It is however remarkable, that they had

net

isr

1779«
March.



142

1779
March.

R

A YOYAGE-TO

not ’got the art of preferving the bread-fruit, and making the
four pafte of it called Maibee, as at the Society Iflands ; and it
was fome fatisfaction to us, in return for their great kind-
nefs and hofpitality, to have it in our power to teach them
this ufeful fecret. They are exceedingly cleanly at their
meals; and their mode of drefling both their animal and
vegetable food, was univerfally allowed to be greatly fupe-
rior to ours. The Chiefs conftantly begin their meal with a
doze of the extralt of pepper-root, brewed after the ufual
manner. The women eat apart from the men, and are ts-
booed, or forbidden, as has been already mentioned, the ufe
of pork, turtle, and particular kinds of plantains. How-
ever, they would eat pork with us in private ; but we could
never prevail upon them to touch the two laft articles.

The way of {pending their time appears to be very fimple,
and to admit of little variety. They rife with the {fun; and,
after enjoying the cool of the evening, retire to reft a few
hours after fun-fet. The making of canoes and mats forms
the occupations of the Erees; the women are employed in
manufa¢turing cloth; and thé Towtews are principally en-
gaged in the plantations and fithing. Their idle hours are
filled up with various amufements. Their young men and
women are fond of dancing; and, on more folemn occa-
fions, they have boxing and wreftling matches, after the
manner of the Friendly Iflands; though, in all thefe re-
fpetts, they are much inferior to the latter.

Their dances have a much nearer refemblance to thofe of
the New Zealanders, thany of ,the Otaheiteans ox Friendly
Hlanders. They are prefaced with a flow, folemn fong, in
which all the party join, moving their legs, and gently ftrik-
ing their breafts, in a manner, and with attitudes, that are

perfedtly
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perfeltly eafy and graceful; and fo far they are the fame
with the dances of the Society Iflands. When this has lafted
about ten minutes, both the tune and the motions gradu-
ally quicken, and end only by their inability to fupport the
fatigue; which part of the performance is the exact coun-
ter-part of that of the New Zealanders; and (as it is among
them) the perfon who ufes the moft violent action, and
holds out the longeft, is applauded as the beft dancer. It is
to be obferved, that, in this dance, the women only take a
part, and that the dancing of the men is nearly of the fame
kind with what we faw of the fmall parties at the Friendly
Hlands ; and which may, perhaps, with more propriety, be
called the accompaniment of fongs, with correfponding and
graceful motions of the whole body. Yet as we were {pec-
tators of boxing exhibitions, of the fame kind with thofe we
were entertained with at the Friendly Iflands, itis probable
that they had likewife their grand ceremonious dances, in
which numbers of both fexes aflifted.

Their mufic is alfo of a ruder kind, having neither flutes
nor reeds, nor inftrumenis of any other fort, that we faw,
except drums of various fizes. But their fongs, which they

fung in parts*, and accompany with a gentle motion of the
' arms,

* As this circumftance, of their finging in parts, has been much doubted by
perfons eminently fkilled in mufic, and would be exceedingly curious if it was
clearly afcertained, it is to be lamented that it cannot be more pofitively authen-
ticated,

Captain Bumcy, and Captain Phillips of the Marines, who both have a tolerable
_l:nowledge of mufic, have given it as their opinion, that they did fing in parts ; that
s to fay, that they fung together in different notes, which formed a pleafing har-
Tuony,

Thefe gentlemen have fully teftified, that the Friendly Iflanders undoubtedly
fudied their performances before they were exhibited in public ; that they bad an

of different notes being ufeful in harmony; and alfo, that they rehearfed
;i their
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arms, in the fame manner as the Friendly Iflanders, had a
very pleafing effect.

It is very remarkable, that the people of thefe iflands are
great gamblers. They have a game very much like our
draughts; but, if one may judge from the number of
fquares, it is much more intricate. The board is about two
feet long, and is divided into two hundred and thirty-eight
fquares, of which there are fourteen in a row, and they

their compofitions in private, and threw out the inferior voices, before they ven-
tured to appear before thofe who were fuppofed to be judges of their fkill in
mufic.

In their regular concerts, each man had a bamboo, which was of a different
length, and gave a different tone : thefe they beat againft the ground, and each per-
former, aflifted by the note given by this inftrument, repeated the fame note, accom-
panying it by words, by which means it was rendered fometimes fhort, and fometimes
long. In this manner, they fung in chorus, and not only produced oftaves to each
other, according to their different fpecies of voice, but fell on concords, fuch as were
not difagreeable to the ear. ‘

Now, to overturn this fact, by the reafoning of perfons who did not hear thefe per-
formances, is rather an arduous tafk. And, yet, there is great improbability that any
uncivilized people fhould, by accident, arrive at this degree of perfection in the art of
mufic, which we imagine can only be attained by dint of ftudy, and knowledge of the

- fyftem and theory upon which mufical compofition is founded. = Such miferable jargon

as our country Plalm-fingers practife, which may be jultly deemed the loweft clafs of
counterpoint, or finging in feveral parts, cannot be acquired in the coarfe manner in
which it is performed in the churches, without confiderable time and pradtice. It is,
therefore, f{carcely credible, that a people, femi-barbarous, fhould naturally arrive at
any perfection in that art, which itis much doubted whether the Greeks and Romans,
with all their refinements in mufic, ever attained, and which the Chinefe, who have
been longer civilized than any people on the globe, have not yet found out.

If Captain Burney (who, by the teftimony of his father, perhaps the greateft mufi-
cal theorift of this or any other age, was able to have done it) had written down, in
European notes, the concords that thefe people fung ; and if thefe concords had been
fuch as European ears could tolerate, there would ‘have been no longer doubt of
the fact : but, as it is, it would, in my opinion, be a rafh judgment to venture to
affirm that they did or did not underftand counterpoint ; and therefore I fear that
this curious matter muft be confidered as flill remaining undecided. '

2 ‘ make
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make ufe of black and white pebbles, which they move from
fquare to fquare.

There is another game, which confifts in hiding a ftone
under a piece of cloth, which one of the parties fpreads out,
and rumples in fuch a manner, that the place where the
flone lies is difficult to be diftinguifhed. The antagonift,
with a ftick, then ftrikes the part of the cloth where he ima-
gines the flone to be; and as the chances are, upon the
whole, confiderably againft his hitting it, odds, of all de-
grees, varying with the opinion of the fkill of the parties,
are laid on the fide of him who hides.

Befides thefe games, they frequently amufe themfelves
with racing-matches between the boys and girls ; and here
again they wager with great {pirit. Ifaw a man in a moft
violent rage, tearing his hair, and beating his breaft, after
lofing three hatchets at one of thefe races, which he had
juft before purchafed from us, with half his fubftance.

Swimming is not only a neceflary art, in which both
their men and women are more expert than any people we
had hitherto feen, but a favourite diverfion amongft them.
One particular mode, in which they fometimes amufed
themfelves with this exercife, in Karakakooa Bay, appeared
to us moft perilous and extraordinary, and well deferving a
diftin& relation.

The furf, which breaks on the coaft round the bay, ex-
tends to the diftance of about one hundred and fifty yards
from the fhore, within which fpace, the {urges of the fea,
accumulating from the thallownefs of the water, are dafhed
againft the beach with prodigious violence. Whenever,
from flormy weather, or any extraordinary fwell at fea, the

impetuofity of the furf is increafed to its utmoft height, they
Vou. HI. R b choofe
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o77%  choofe that time for this amufement, which is performed in
-~ the following manner: Twenty or thirty of the natives,
taking each a long narrow board, rounded at the ends, fet
out together from the thore. The firft wave they meet, they
plunge under, and fuffering it to roll over them, rife again
beyond it, and make the beft of their way, by {fwimming,
out into the fea. The fecond wave is encountered in the
fame manner with the firft; the great difficulty confifting
in feizing the proper moment of diving under it, which, if
mifled, the perfon is caught by the furf, and driven back
again with great violence; and all his dexterity is then re-
quired to prevent himfelf from being dathed againft the
rocks. As foon as they have gained, by thefe repeated ef-
forts, the {mooth water beyond the furf, they lay them-
felves at length on their board, and prepare for their return.
As the {urf confifts of a number of waves, of which every
third is remarked to be always much larger than the others,
and to flow higher on the fhore, the reft breaking in the
intermediate fpace, their firft object is to place themfelves
on the fummit of the largeft furge, by which they are
driven along with amazing rapidity toward the thore. If by
miftake they fhould place themfelves on onec.of the fmaller
waves, which breaks before they reach the land, or fhould
not be able to keep their plank in a proper direction on the
top of the fwell, they are left expofed to the fury of the
next, and, to avoid it, are obliged again to dive and regain
the place, from which they fet out. Thofe who fucceed in.
their obje of reaching the fhore, have flill the greateft
danger to encounter. The coaft béing guarded by a chain
of rocks, with, here and there, a fmall opening between
.them, they are obliged to fteer their board through one of
thefe, or, in cafe of failure, to quit it, beforethey reach the

4 rocks,
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- rocks, and, plunging under the wave, make the beft of
their way back again. This is reckoned very difgraceful,
and is alfo attended with the lofs of the board, which I
have often feen, with great terror, dafthed to pieccé, at the
very moment the iflander quitted it. The boldnefs and ad-
drefs, with which we faw them perform thefe difficult and
dangerous manceuvres, was altogether aftonifhing, and is
fcarcely to be credited *.

An accident, of which I was a near {peftator, thews at
how early a period they are fo far familiarized to the water,
as both to lofe all fears of it, and to fet its dangers at de-
fiance. A canoe being overfet, in which was a woman with
her children, one of them an infant, who, I am convinced,
was not more than four years old, feemed highly delighted
with what had happened, fwimming about at its eafe, and
playing a hundred tricks, till the canoe was put to rights
again.

Befides the amufements I have already mentioned, the
young children have one, which was much played at, and
thewed no {mall degree of dexterity. ‘They take a fhort
ftick, with a peg fharpened at both ends, running through
one extremity of it, and extending about an inch on each
fide; and throwing up a ball made of green leaves moulded
together, and {ecured with twine, they catch it on the point
of the peg; and immediately throwing it up again from the
peg, they turn the ftick round, and thus keep catching
iton each peg alternately, without mifling it, for a confider-
able time. They are not lefs expert at another game of the
fame nature, tofling up in the air, and catching, in their

¥ An amufement, fomewhat fimilar to this, at Otaheite, has been defcribed,
Vol. IL p. 150
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turns, a number of thefe balls ; fo that we frequently faw
little children thus keep in motion five at a time. With this
latter play the young people likewife divert themfelves at
the Friendly Iflands.

The great refemblance which prevails in the mode of
agriculture and navigation, amongft all the inhabitants of
the South Sea iflands, leaves me very little to add on thofe
heads. Captain Cook has already defcribed the figure of
the canoes we faw at Atooi. Thofe of the other iflands were
precifely the fame; and the largeft we faw was a double ca-
noe belonging to Terreeoboo, which meafured feventy feet
in length, three and a half in depth, and twelve in breadth ;
and each was hollowed out of one tree.

~ The progrefs they have made in fculpture, their fkill in
painting cloth, and their manufaéturing of mats, have been
all particularly defcribed. The moft curious fpecimens of
the former, which we faw during our fecond vifit, are the
bowls, in which the Chiefs drink ava. Thefe are ufually
about eight orten inches in diameter, perfectly round, and
beautifully polithed. They are fupported by three, and
fometimes four fmall human figures, in various attitudes.
Some of them reft on the hands of their fupporters, ex-
tended over the head ; others on the head and hands; and
fome on the fhoulders. The figures, I am told, are accu-
rately proportioned, and neatly finifhed, and even the ana-
tomy of the mulcles, in fupporting the WElght well
exprefled.

Their cloth is made of the fame materials, and in the
fame manner, as at the Friendly and Society Iflands. That
which is defigned to be painted, is of a thick and firong tex-
ture, feveral folds being beat and incorporated together s

i after
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after which it is cut in breadths, about two or three feet
wide, and is painted in a variety of patterns, with a compre-
henfivenefs and regularity of defign, that befpeaks infinite
tafte and fancy. The exa¢tnefs with which the moft intri-
cate patterns are continued, is the more furprizing, when
we confider, thatthey have no ftamps, and that the whole is
done by the eye, with pieces of bamboo cane dipped in
paint; the hand being fupported by another piece of the
cane, in the manner practifed by our painters. Their co-
lours are extracted from the fame berries, and other vege-
table fubftances, as at Otaheite, which have been already
defcribed by former voyagers.

The bufinefs of painting belongs entirely to the women,
and is called kipparee; and it is remarkable, that they
always gave the fame name to our writing. The young
women would often take the pen out of our hands, and
thew us, that they knew the ufe of it as well as we did ; at
the fame time telling us, that our pens were not fo good as
theirs. They looked upon a fheet of written paper, as a
piece of cloth ftriped after the fafhion of our country, and
it was not without the utmoft difficulty, that we could make
them underftand, that our figures had a meaning in them
which, theirs had not.

Their mats are made of the leaves of the pandanus ; and,
as well as their cloths, are beautifully worked in a variety
of patterns, and ftained of different colours. Some have a
ground of pale green, fpotted with {fquares, or romboids, of
red ; others are of a firaw colour, fpotted with green; and
others are worked with beautiful ftripes, either in ftraight
or waving lines of red and brown. In this article of manu-
fatture, whether we regard the ftrength, finenefs, or beauty,
they certainly excel the whole world.

Their
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A779: Their fifhing-hooks are made of mother-of-pearl, bone,
\——— or wood, pointed and barbed with fmall bones, or tortoile-
fhell. They are of various fizes and forms; but the moft
common are about two or three inches long, and made in
the thape of a fmall fith, which ferves as a bait, having a
bunch of feathers tied to the head or tail. Thofe with
which they fith for fharks, are of a very large fize, being
generally fix or eight inches long. Confidering the mate-
rials of which thefe hooks are made, their ftrength and
neatnefs are really aftonithing ; and in fadt we found them,
upon trial, much fuperior to our own.

The line which they ufe for fithing, for making nets, and
for other domeftic purpofes, is of different degrees of fine«
nefs, and is made of the bark of the touta, or cloth tree,
neatly and evenly twifted, in the fame manner as our com-
mon twine; and may be continued to any length. They
have a finer fort, made of the bark of a fmall fhrub called
areemah ; and the fineft is made of human hair; but this laft
is chiefly ufed for things of ornament. They alfo make
cordage of a ftronger kind, for the rigging of their canoes,
from the fibrous coatings of the cocoa-nuts. Some of this
we purchafed for our own ufe, and found it well adapted to
the fmaller kinds of running rigging. They likewife make
another fort of cordage, which is flat, and exceedingly
ftrong, and ufed principally in lathing the roofing of their
houfes, or whatever they wifh to faften tight together.
This laft is not twitted like the former forts, but is made of _
the fibrous firings of the cocoa-nut’s coat, plaited with the
fingers, in the manner our failors make their points for the
reefing of fails.

The gourds, which grow to fo enormous a fize, that fome
of them are capable of containing from ten to twelve gal-
lons,
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lons, are applied to all manner of domeftic purpofes; and in
order to fit them the better to their refpeétive ufes, they have
the ingenuity to give them different forms, by tying band-
ages round them during their growth. Thus, fome of
them are of along, cylindrical form, as beft adapted to con-
tain their fithing-tackle; others are of a difh form, and
thefe ferve to hold their falt, and falted provifions, their
puddings, vegetables, &c.; which two forts have neat clofe
covers, made likewife of the gourd; others again are ex-
actly the fhape of a bottle with a long neck, and in thefe
they keep their water. " They have likewife a method of

{coring them with a heated inftrument, fo as to give them

the appearance of being painted, in a variety of necat and
elegant defigns.

Amongft their arts, we muft not forget that of making
falt, with which we were amply fupplied, during our ftay at
thefe iflands, and which was perfectly good of its kind.
Their falt-pans are made of earth, lined with clay; being
generally fix or eight feet fquare, and about eight inches
deep. They are raifed upon a bank of ftones near the high

water mark, from whence the {alt water is conducted to the

foot of them, in {fmall trenches, out of which they are fill-
ed, and the {fun quickly performs the neceflary procefs of
evaporation. The falt we procured at Atooi and Oneeheow,
on our firlt vifit, was of a brown and dirty fort; but that

which we afterward got in Karakakooa Bay, was white, and-

of a moft excellent quality, and in great abundance. Be-
fides the quantity we ufed in falting pork, we filled all our

empty cafks, amounting to fixteen puncheons, in the Refos

lution only.

Their inftruments of war are {pears ; daggers, called. pa=

hoaas 5 clubs; and flings. The fpears are of two forts, and:
made:
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made of a hard folid wood, which has much the appear-
ance of mahogany. One fort is from fix to eight feet in
length, finely polifhed, and gradually increafing in thicknefs
from the extremity till within about half a footof the point,
which tapers fuddenly, and is furnifhed with four or fix
rows of barbs. Itis not improbable, that thefe might be
ufed in the way of darts. The other fort, with which we
- faw the warriors at Owhyhee and Atooi moftly armed, are
twelve or fifteen feet long, and, inftead of being barbed,
terminate toward the point, like their daggers.

The dagger, or pahooa, is made of heavy black wood, re-
{fembling ebony. Its length is from one to two feet, with
a ftring paffing through the handle, for the purpofe of fuf-
pending it to the arm. Forits fthape, I muft refer the reader
to figure 6, in Plate LXVIIL

The clubs are made indifferently of feveral forts of wood.
They are of rude workmanfhip, and of a variety of fhapes
and fizes.

The {lings have nothing fingular about them ; and in no
refpect differ from our common {lings, except that the flone
is lodged on a piece of matting inftead of leather,

CHAP
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CH AP VI

General Account of the Sandwich Iflands continued, ~—
Government.—People divided into three ClafJes.— Power
of Eree-taboo.—Genealogy of the Kings of Qwhybee and
Mowee.—Power of the Chiefs.—State of the inferior
Clafs.— Punifbment of Crimes.— Religion.— Suciety of
Priefls—The Orono.—Their Idols.— Songs chanted by
the Chiefs, before they drink Ava.— Human Sacrifices.
—Cuftom of knocking out the Fore-teeth.— Notions with
regard to a future State.— Marriages.— Remarkable

Inflance of Fealou[y.—Funeral Rites.

HE people of thefe iflands are manifeftly divided

into three claffes. The firft are the Erees, or Chiefs, of
each diftri¢t; one of whom is fuperior to the reft, and is
called at Owhyhee Eree-taboo, and Erec Moce. By the firft of
thefe words they exprefs his abfolute authority; and by
the Jatter, that all are obliged to proftrate themfelves (or put
themfelves to fleep, as the word fignifies) in his prefence.
The fecond clafs are thofe who appear to enjoy a right of
Property, without authority. The third are the fowtows, or
fervants, who have neither rank nor property.

It is not pofiible to give any thing like a fyftematical ac-
Ccount of the fubordination of thefe clafles to each other,
without departing from that ftri¢t veracity, which, in works
of this nature, is more {atisfactory than conjectures, how-
ever ingenious. 1 will, therefore, content myfelf with re-
lating fuch fa&s, as we were witnefles to ourfelves, and fuch

Vou. III. A accounts
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accounts as we thought could be depended upon; and fhall
leave the reader to form, from them, his own ideas of the
nature of their government,

The great power and high rank of Terreeoboo, the Eree-
taboo of Owhyhee, was very evident, from the manner in
which he was received at Karakakooa, on his firft arrival.
All the natives were {een proftrated at the entrance of their
houfes; and the canoes, for two days before, were tabosed,
or forbidden to go out, till he took off the refiraint, He
was, at this time, juft returned from Mowee, for the pof-
feflion of which he was contending in favour of his fon
Teewarro, who had married the daughter and only child
of the late king of that ifland, againft Taheeterree, his
furviving brother. He was attended, in this expedition, by
many of his warriors; but whether their fervice was vo-
luntary, or the condition on which they hold their rank and
property, we could not learn.

That he collects tribute from the {ubordinate Chiefs, we
had a very firiking proof in the inftance of Kaoo, which has
been already related in our tranfations of the 2d and 3d of
¥ebruary. : ;

1 have before mentioned, that the two moft powerful Chiefs

- of thefe iflands are Terreeoboo of Owhyhee, and Perreeoran-

nce of Woahoo; the reft of the fmaller ifles being fubjeét to
one or other of thefe; Mowee, and its dependencies, being,
at this time, claimed, as we have juft obferved, by Terreeo-
boo for Teewarro his fon and intended fucceflor ; Atooi and
Oneeheow being governed by the grandfons of Perreeorannee.
The following genealogy of the Owhyhee and Mowee
kings, which I colleéted from the priefts, during our refi-
dence at the Mora: in Karakakooa Bay, contains all the in-
2 ‘ formation
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formation I could procure relative to the political hiftory of
thefe iflands.

This account reaches to four Chiefs, predeceflors of the

prefent ; all of whom they reprefent to have lived to an old
age. Their names and fucceflions are as follow:

Firft, Poorahoo Awhykaia was king of Owhyhee, and had
an only fon, called Neerooagooa. At this time Mowce was

governed by Mokoakea ; who had alfo an only fon, named
Pipikaneeou.

Secondly, Neerooagooa had three fons, the eldeft named

Kahavee; and Papikanecou, of the Mowee race, had an only

fon, named Kaowreeka.

Thirdly, Kahavee had an only {fon, Kayenewee a mum-
mow ; and Kaowreeka, the Mowee king, had two fons,
Maiha maiha, and Taheeterree; the latter of whom is now,
by one party, acknowledged Chief of Mowee.

Fourthly, Kayenewee a mummow had two fons, Terree-
oboo and Kaihooa ; and Maiha maiha, king of Mowee, had
no fon, but left a daughter, called Roaho.

Fifthly, Terreeoboo,. the prefent king of Owhyhee, had a
fon named Teewarro, by Rora-rora, the widow of Maiha
maiha, late king of Mowee ; and this fon has married Roaho,

his half fitter, in whofe right he claims Mowee and its ap-
pendages.

Taheeterree, the brother of the late king, fupported by a
confiderable party, who were not willing that the pofieflions
thould go into another family, took up arms, and oppofed
the rights of his niece.

When we were firft off Mowee, Terreeoboo was there with
his warriors to fupport the claims of his wife, his fon, and
X 2 daughter-
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V7% daughter-in-law, and had fought a battle with the oppofite
‘e~ party, in which Taheeterree was worfted. We afterward
underflood, that matters had been compromifed, and that
“Taheeterree is to have the pofleflion of the three neigh-
bouring iflands during his life; that Teewarro is acknow-
ledged the Chief of Mowee, and will alfo fucceed to the
kingdom of Owhyhee on the death of Terreeoboo; and alfo
to the fovercignty of the three iflands, contiguous to Mowee,
on the death of Taheeterree. Teewarro has been lately
married to his half fifter; and fhould he die without iflue,
the government of thefe iflands defcends to Maiha maiha,
whom we have often had occafion to mention, he being the
fon of Kaihooa, the deceafed brother of Terreeoboo. Should
he alfo die without iflue, they could not tell who would fuc-
ceed ; for the two youngeft fons of Terreeoboo, one of whom
he appears to be exceedingly fond of, being born of a wo-
man of no rank, would, from this circamftance, be debarred
all right of fucceflion. We had not an opportunity of fee-
ing queen Rora-rora, whom Terreeoboo had left behind at
Mowee; but we have already had occafion to take notice,
that he was accompanied by Kanee Kaberaia, the mother
of the two youths, to whom he was very much attached.
From this account of the genealogy of the Owhyhee and
Mowee monarchs, it is pretty clear that the government is
hereditary ; which alfo makes it very probable, that the in-
fericer ritles, and property itfelf, defcend in the fame courfe.
With regard to Perreeorannece, we could only learn, that he
is an Eree Taboo ; that he was invading the pofifeflion of Ta-
heeterree, but on what pretence we were not informed ;
and that his grandfons governed the iflands to leeward.

The power of the Erces over the inferior clafles of people
appears to be very abfolute. Many inftances of this oc-
curred
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curred daily during our ftay amongft them, and have been
already related. The people, on the other hand, pay them
the moft implicit obedience; and this ftate of fervility has
manifeftly had a grear effect in debafing both their minds
and bodies. It is, however, remarkable, that the Chiefs
were never guilty, as far at leaft as came within my know-
ledge, of any acts of cruelty or injuftice, or even of infolent
behaviour toward them ; though, at the fame time, they
exercifed their power over one another in the moft haughty
and oppreflive manner. Of this I fhall give two inftances,
A Chief of the lower order had behaved with great civility
to the mafter of the fhip, when he went to examine Kara-
kakooa bay, the day before the thip firft arrived there ; and,
in return, I afterward carried him on board, and introduced
him to Caprain Cook, who invited him to dine with us.
While we were at table, Pareea entered, whofe face bur toa
plainly manifefted his indignation, at fecing our gueft in fo
honourable a ficuation. He immediately feized him by the
hair of the head, and was proceeding to drag him out of
the cabin, when the Captain interfered ; and, after a greac
deal of altercation, all the indulgence we could abtain,,
without coming to a quarrel with Pareea, was, that our gueft
fhould be fuffered to remain, being feated upon the floor,
whilft Pareea filled his place at the table. At another time,
when Terreeoboo firft came on board the Refolution, Mai-
ha-maiha, who attended him, finding Pareea on deck, turned
him out of the fhip in the moft ignominious manner ; and
yet Pareea, we certainly knew, to be a man of the firft con-
{fequence.

How far the property of the lower clafs is fecured againft
the rapacity and defporifm of the great Chiefs, I cannot fay,
but it thould feem, that it is fufficiently protected againft
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private theft, or mutual depredation. For not only their
plantations, which are {pread over the whole country, but
alfo their houfes, their hogs, and their cloth, were left un-
guarded, without the fmalleft apprehenfions. I have al-
ready remarked, that they not only feparate their poffef-
fions by walls in the plain country, but that, in the woods
likewife, wherever the horfe-plantains grow, they make ufe
of fmall white flags, in the fame manner, and f{or the fame
purpofc of difcriminating property, as they do bunches of .
leaves at Otaheite. All which circumftances, if they do not
amount to proofs, are flrong indications that the power of
the Chiefs, where property is concerned, is not arbitrary ;
but, at leaft, fo far circumfcribed and afcertained, as to
make it worth the while for the inferior orders to cultivate
the foil, and to occupy their pofleflions diftinét from each
other.

With refpect to the adminiftration of juflice, all the in-
formation we could collet was very imperfet and con-
fined. Whenever any of the loweft clafs of people had a
quarrel amongft themfelves, the matter in difpute was re-
ferred to the decifion of fome Chief, probably the Chief of
the diftri¢t, or the perfon to whom they appertained. If an
inferior Chief had given caufe of offence to one of a higher
rank, the feeclings of the latter at the moment feemed the
only meafure of his punithment. If he had the good for-
tune to efcape the firft tranfports of his f{uperior’s rage, he
generally found means, through the mediation of fome
third perfon, to compound for his crime by a part or the
whole of his property and effets. Thefe were the only
facts that came to our knowledge on this head.

The religion of thefe people refembles, in moft of its prin-

cipal features, that of the Society and Friendly Iflands.
Their
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Their Morais, their Whattas, their idols, their facrifices, and
their facred fongs, all of which they have in common with
each other, are convincing proofs, that their religious no-
tions are derived from the fame fource. In the length and
number of their ceremonies, this branch indeed far exceeds
the reft; and, though in all thefe countries, there is a cer-
tain clafs of men, to whofe care the performance of their
religious rites is committed ; yet we had never met with a
regular fociety of priefts, till we difcovered the cloifters of
Kakooa in Karakakooa Bay. The head of this order was
called Orono 5 a title which we imagined to imply {omething
highly facred, and which, in the perfon of Omeeah, was
honoured almoft to adoration. It is probable, that the pri-
vilege of entering into this order (at leaft as to the princi-
pal offices in it), is limited to certain families. Omeeah,
the Orons, was the fon of Kaoo, and the uncle of Kairee-
keea; which laft prefided, during the abfence of his grand-
father, in all religious ceremonies at the Morai. It was alfo

remarked, that the child of Omeeah, an only fon, about .

five years old, was never fuffered to appear withouta num-
ber of attendants, and fuch other marks of care and {olici-

tude, as we faw no other like inftance of. This feemed to -

indicate, thart his life was an objet of the greateft moment,

and that he was deftined to {ucceed to the high rank of his

father,

It has been mentioned, that the title of Orono, with all its
honours, was given to Captain Cook ; and it is al{o certain,
that they regarded us, gencrally, as a race of people fupe-
rior to themfelves; and ufed often to fay, that great Fatosa
dwelled in our country. The little image, which we
have before defcribed, as the favourite idol on the Mora:

in Karakakooa Bay, they call Koonoorackaice, and faid it
was
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was Terreeoboo’s God; and that he alfo refided amongft
us.

There are found an infinite variety of thefe images, both
on the Morais, and within and without their houfes, to which
they give different names ; but it foon became obvious to
us in how little eftimation they were held, from their fre-
quent expreflions of contempt of them, and from their even
offering them to fale for trifles. At the fame time, there
feldom failed to be fome one particular figure in favour, to
which, whilft this preference lafted, all their adoration was
addrefled. This confifted in arraying it in red cloth; beat-
ing their drums, and finging hymns before it; laying
bunches of red feathers, and different forts of vegetables, at
its feet ; and expofing a pig, or a dog, to rot on the whatta

that {tood near it.

In a bay to the Southward of Karakakooa, a party of our
gentlemen were conducted to a large houfe, in which they
found the black figure of a man, refting on his fingers and
toes, with his head inclined backward; the limbs well
formed and exactly proportioned, and the whole beautifully
polithed. This figure the natives called Maee ; and round
it were placed thirteen others of rude and diftorted fhapes,
which they faid were the Eatooas of feveral deceafed Chiefs,
whofe names they recounted. The place was full of whattas,
on which lay the remains of their offerings. They likewife
give a place in their houfes to many ludicrous and fome
obfcene idols, like the Priapus of the ancients.

It hath been remarked, by former voyagers, that both
among the Society and Friendly Iflanders, an adoration is
paid to particular birds; and I am led to believe, that the
fame cuftom prevails here ; and that, probably, the raven is

: the
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the objeéts of it, from feeing two of thefe birds tame at the
village of Kakooa, which they told me were Eatooas; and,
refufing every thing I offered for them, cautioned me, at
the fame time, not to hurt or offend them.

Amongft their religious ceremonies, may be reckoned the
prayers and offerings made by the priefts before their meals.
Whilft the ava is chewing, of which they always drink be-
fore they begin their repaft, the perfon of the higheft rank
takes the lead in a fort of hymn, in which he is prefently
joined by one, two, or more of the company ; the reft mov-
ing their bodies, and friking their hands gently together,
in concert with the fingers. When the ava is ready, cups of
it are handed about to thofe who do not join in the fong,
which they keep in their hands till it is ended ; when, unit-
ing in one loud refponfe, they drink off their cup. The
performers of the hymn are then ferved with ava, who
drink it after a repetition of the fame ceremony ; and, if
there be prefent one of a very fuperior rank, a cup is, laft
of all, prefented to him, which, after chanting fome time
alone, and being anfwered by the reft, and pouring a little
out on the ground, he drinks off. A picce of the flefh that

is drefled, is next cut off, without any felection of the part'

of the animal ; which, together with fome of the vegetables,
being depofited at the foot of the image of the Eatooa, and a
hymn chanted, their meal commences. A ceremony of
much the fame kind is alfo performed by the Chiefs, when-
ever they drink ava, between their meals.

Human facrifices are more frequent here, according to
the account of the natives themfelves, than in any other
iflands we vifired. Thefe horrid rites are not only had re-
courfe to upon the commencement of war, and preceding

NOL. HI. Y great
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M7 great battles, and other fignal enterprizes; but the death of

‘e any confiderable Chief calls for a facrifice of one or more
Towtows, according to his rank ; and we were told, that ten
men were deflined to fuffer on the death of Terreeoboo.
What may (if any thing poflibly can) leflen, in fome {mall
degree, the horror of this practice, is, that the unhappy
victims have not the moft diftant intimation of their fate.
Thofe who are fixed upon to fall, are fet upon with clubs
wherever they bappen to be; and, after being difpatched,
are brought dead to the place, where the remainder of the
rites are completed. The reader will here call to his re-
membrance the fkulls of the captives, that had been facri-
ficed at the death of fome great Chief, and which were fix-
ed on the rails round the top of the Mora: at Kakooa. We
got a farther piece of intelligence upon this fubject at the
village of Kowrowa; where, on our inquiring into the ufe
of a fmall piece of ground, inclofed with a {tone fence, we
were told that it was an Here-eere, or burying-ground of a
Chief; and there, added our informer, pointing to one of
the corners, lie the tangata and waheene taboo, or the man
and woman who were facrificed at his funeral.

To this clafs of their cuftoms may alfo be referred that
of knocking out their fore-tecth. Scarce any of the lower
people, and very few of the Chiefs, were feen, who had not
loft one or more of them; and we always underftood, that
this voluntary punifhment, like the cutting off the joints
of the finger at the Friendly Iflands, was not infli¢ted on
themfelves from the violence of grief; on the death of their
friends, but was defigned as a propitiatory facrifice to the
Eatooa, to avert any danger or mifchief to which they might
be expofed.

6 We
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We were able to learn but little of their notions with re-
gard to a future ftate. 'Whenever we afked them, whither
the dead were gone?! we were always anf{wered, that the
breath, which they appeared to confider as the foul, or im-
mortal part, was gone to the Eatoa; and, on puthing our
inquiries farther, they feemed to defcribe {fome particular
place, where they imagined the abode of the deccafed to be;
but we could not perceive, that they thought, in this ftate,
cither rewards or punifhments awaited them.,

Having promifed the Reader, in the firft Chapter, an ex-
planation of what was meant by the word #aboo, I fhall, in
this place, lay before him the particular inftances that fell
under our obfervation, of its application and efleéts. On
our inquiring into the reafons of the interdi¢tion of all in-
tercourfe between us and the natives, the day preceding the
arrival of Terreeoboo, we were told, that the Bay was ta-
booed. The fame reftriction took place, at our requeft, the
day we interred the bones of Captain Cook. In thefe two
inftances the natives paid the moft implicit and fcrupulous
obedience ; but whether on any religious principle, or mere-
ly in deference to the civil authority of their Chiefs, I can-
not determine. When the ground near our obfervatories,
and the place where our mafts lay, were tabosed, by f{licking
fmall wands round them, this operated in a manner not
lefs efficacious. But though this mode of confecration was
performed by the priefts only, yet flill, as the men ventured
to come within the fpace, when invited by us, it fhould
{feem, that they were under no religious apprehenfions ;
and that their obedience was limited to our refufal only.
The women could, by no means, be induced to come near
us ;3 but this was probably on account of the Mora: adjoin-
ing; which they are prohibited, at all times, and in all the

X2 iflands
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iflands of thofe feas, from approaching. Mention hath been
already made, that women are always fabooed, or forbidden,
to eat cerrain kind of meats. We alfo frequentdy faw fe-
veral at their meals, who had the meat put into their
mouths by others; and on our afking the reafon of this fin-
gularity, were told, that they were tabooed, or forbidden, to
feed themfelves. This prohibition, we underftood, was
always laid on them, after they had aflifted at any funeral,
or touched a dead body, and alfo on other occafions. It is
neceflary to obferve, that, on thefe occafions, they apply
the word taboo indifferently both to perfons and things.
Thus they fay, the natives were tabooed, or the bay was ta-
booed, and fo of the reft. This word is alfo ufed to exprefs
any thing facred, or eminent, or devoted. Thus the king
of Owhyhee was called Eree-tabeoo; a human vitim, tengata
taboo 3 and, inthe fame manner, among the Friendly Hlanders,
Tonga, the ifland where the king refides, is named Tonga-
taboo.

Concerning their marriages, I can afford the reader little
farther fatisfaétion, than informing him, that fuch a relation
or compact exifts amongft them. Ihave already had occa-
fion to mention, that at the time Terrecoboo had left his.
queen Rora Rora at Mowee, he was attended by another wo-
man, by whom he had children, and to whom he was very
much attached ; but how far polygamy, properly fpeaking,
is allowed, or how far it is mixed with concubinage, either
with refpect to the king, the Chiefs, or among the inferior
orders, too few facts came to our knowledge to juftify any
conclufions. It hath alfo been obferved, that, except Kainee
Kabarcea, and the wife of the Orono, with three women
whom I thall have occafion hereafter to mention, we never
{aw any female of high rank, From what [ had an oppor-

tunity
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tunity of obferving of the domeftic concerns of the loweft
clafs, the houfe feemed to be under the direction of one man
and woman, and the children in the like ftate of fubordina-
tion as in civilized countries.

It will not be improper, in this place, to take notice, that
we were eye-witnefles of a fact, which, as it was the only in-
ftance we faw of any thing like jealoufy among them, thews,
at the fame time, that not only fidelity, bur a degree of re-
ferve, is required from the married women of confequence.
At one of the entertainments of boxing, Omeah was ob-
ferved to rife from his place two or three times, and to go
up to his wife with ftrong marks of difpleafure, ordering
her, as it appeared to us from his manner, to withdraw.,
Whether it was, that being very handfome, he thought the
drew too much of our attention, or without being able to
determine what other reafon he might have for his conduét,
itis but juftice to fay, that there exifted no real caufe of
jealoufy. However, fhe kept her place; and when the en-
tertainment was over, joined our party, and foliciting fome
trifling prefents, was given to underftand, that we had none
about us; but that if the would accompany us toward our
tent, the fhould return with fuch as fhe liked beft. She was
accordingly walking along with: us; which Omeah obferv-

ing, followed in a violent rage, and feizing her by the hair,

began to inflict, with his fifts, a fevere corporal punifhment
This fight, efpecially as we had innocently been the caufe of
1t, gave us much concern; and yet we were told;, that it

would be highly improper to. interfere between man and’
wife of {uch high rank. We were, however, not left with--

out the confolation of feeing the natives at laft interpofe ;.
and had the farther fatisfaction of meeting them together
the next day, in perfe& good-humour with each other; and

S what,
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what 15 flill more fingular, the lady would not fuffer us to

v remonftrate with her hufhand on his treatment of her,

which we were much inclined to do, and plainly told us,
that he had done no more than he ought.

Whilft I was afhore at the obfervatory at Karakakooa Bay,

I had twice an opportunity of fecing a confiderable part of
their funeral rites. Intelligence was brought me of the
death of an old Chief in a houfe near our obfervatories,
foon after the event happened. On going to the place, I
found a number of people aflembled, and feated round a
fquare srea, fronting the houfe in which the deceafed lay,
whilft a man, in a red feathered cap, advanced from an in-
terior part of the houfe to the door, and putting out his
head, at almoft every moment uttered a moft lamentable
howl, accompanied with the moft fingular grimaces, and
violent diftortions of his face, that can be conceived. Afrer
this had pafled a fhort time, a large mat was {pread upon
the area, and two men and thirteen women came out of the
houfe and feated themfelves down upon it, in three equal
rows; the two men, and three of the women, being in
front. The necks and hands of the women were decorated
with feathered ruffs; and broad green leaves, curioufly
feolloped, were fpread over their thoulders. At one corner
of this ares, near a {mall hut, were half a dozen boys wav-
ing {mall white banners, and the tufted wands, or tabe
fticks, which have been often mentioned in the former
chapters, who would not permit us to approach them. This
led me to imagine, that the dead body might be depolfited
wn this little hur; but I afterward underftood, that it was in
the houie where the man in the red cap opened the rites,
by playing his tricks at the door. The company juft men-
rioned, being feated on the mat, began to fing a melancholy
tune,
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tune, accompanied with a flow and gentle motion of the
body and arms. When this had continued fome time, they
raifed themfelves on their knees, and, in a poefture be-
tween kneeling and fitting, began by degrees to move their
arms and their bodies with great rapidity, the tune always
keeping pace with their motions. As thefe laft exertions were
too violent to continue long, they refumed, at intervals, their
flower movements ; and, after this performance had lafted
an hour, more mats were brought and fpread upon the area,

and four or five elderly women, amongit whom, I was told,’

was the dead Chicf’s wife, advanced flowly out of the houfe,

and feating themfelves in the front of the firft company, .
began to cry and wail moft bitterly ; the women in the three -
rows behind joining them, whilft the two men inclined .

their heads over them in a very melancholy and penfive at-
titude. At this period of the rites, I was obliged to leave
them to attend at the obfervatory; but returning within
half an hour, found them in the fame fituation. 1 con-

tinued with them till late in the evening, and left them -

proceeding with little-variation, as juft deferibed ; refolving,
however, to attend early in.the morning, to fee the remain-
der of the ceremony. On my arrival at the houfe, asfoon
as it was day, 1 found to my mortification, the crowd dif-
perfed, and every thing quiet; and was given to underfland,

that the corpfe was removed; nor could I learn in what

manner it was difpofed of. I was interrupted ‘in making
farther inquiries for this purpofe, by the approach of three
women of rank, who, whilflt their attendants ftood near
them with their fly-flaps, fat.down by us, and, entering into
converfation, foon made me comprehend, that our prefence

was a hindrance to the performance of fome neceflary rites.
; : I had
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I had hardly got out of fight, before I heard their cries and
lamentations; and meeting them a few hours afterward,

I found they had painted the lower part of their faces per-
fect black.

The other opportunity 1 had of obferving thefe cere-
monies, was in the cafe of an ordinary perfon; when, on
hearing fome mournful female cries iflue from a miferable
looking hut, I ventured into it, and found an old woman
with her daughter, weeping over the body of an elderly
man, who had but juft expired, being ftill warm. The
firft ftep they took, was to cover the body with cloth,

after which, lying down by it, they drew the cloth over
themfelves, and then began a mournful kind of fong,

frequently repeating, Aweb medoaah! Aweb tance! Oh my
father! Oh my hufband! A younger daughter was alfo
at the fame time lying proftrate, in a corner of the houfe,
covered over with black cloth, repeating the fame words.
On leaving this melancholy fcene, I found at the door a
number of their neighbours colleted together, and liften-
ing to their cries with profound filence. I was refolved not
to mifs this opportunity of feeing in what manner they dif-
pofe of the body; and therefore, after fatisfying myfelf,
before I went to bed, that it was not then removed, I gave
orders, that the fentries thould walk backward and forward
before the houfe, and, in cafe they f{ufpected any meafures
were taking for the removal of the body, to give me im-
mediate notice. However, the fentries had not kept a good
look-out, for in the morning I found the body was gone.
On inquiring, what they had done with it? They pointed
toward the fea; indicating, moft probably, thereby, that it
had been committed to the deep, or perhaps that it had
been carried beyond the bay, to fome burying-ground in

another
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another part of the country. The Chiefs are interred in the Nor
Morais, or Heree-crees, with the men facrificed on the occa~ ‘e
fion, by the fide of them; and we obferved, that the Morai,

where the Chief had been buried, who, as I have already
mentioned, was killed in the cave, after {0 ftout a refiftance,.

was hung round with red cloth..

Vou, III, 7 A VOYAGE
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Tranfaltions during the fecond Expedition to
the North, by the Way of Kamtichatka ;
and on the return Home, by the Way of
Canton, and the Cape of Good Hope.

CHAP K

Departure from Onecheow,— Fruitlefs Attempt to difeover
Modoopapappa.—Courfe fleered for Awaifka Bay.—QOc-
eurrences during that Paffage.— Sudden Change from
Heat 10 Cold—Diflrefs occafioned by the leaking of the
Refolution —View of the Coaft of Kamt:fchatha —Ex-
treme Rivour of the Climate.—Lofe Sight of the Dif-
covery,—The Refolution enters the Bay of Awatfra.—
Profpelt of the Town of Saint Peter and Saint Paul—
Party fent afbore.~—Their Reception by the Command-
ing Officer of the Port.—MefJage difpatched to the Com-

mander gt Bolcheretbk.— Arrival of the Difcovery.—
L 2 Returm
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Return of the Me[lengers, from the Commander,—
Extraordinary Mode of travelling. — Vifit from a
Merchant, and a German Servant belonging to the
Commander.

N the 1s5th of March, at feven in the morning, we

weighed anchor, and pafling to the North of Tahoora,
ftood on to the South Weft, in hopes of falling in with the
ifland of Modoopapappa, which, we were told by the natives,
lay in that dire&ion, about five hours fail from Tahoora.
At four in the afternoon, we were overtaken by a ftout ca-
noe, with ten men, who were going from Oneeheow to
Tahoora, to kill tropic and man-of-war birds, with which
that place was faid to abound. It has been mentioned be-
fore, that the feathers of thefe birds are in great requeft,
being much ufed in making their cloaks, and other orna-
mental parts of their drefs.

At eight, having feen nothing of the ifland, we hauled
the wind to the Northward, till midnight, and then tacked,
and ftood on a wind to the South Eaft, till day-light next
morning, at which time Tahoora bore Eaft North Eaft, five
or fix leagues diftant. We afterward fteered Weft South
Weft, and made the Difcovery’s fignal to {pread four miles
upon our flarboard beam. At noon, our latitude was 21° 27/,
and our longitude 198° 42'; and having ftood on till five, in
the fame direction, we made the Difcovery’s fignal to come
under our flern, and gave over all hopes of feeing Modoopa-
pappa. We conceived, that it might probably lie in a more
Southerly dire¢tion from Tahdora, than that in which we
had fteered; though, after all, it is poflible, that we might
have pafled it in the night, as the iflanders defcribed it

to
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to be very {mall, and almoft even with the furface of
the fea.

The next day, we fteered Weft; it being Captain Clerke’s
intention to keep as near as poflible in the fame parallel of
latitude, till we thould make the longitude of Awatfka Bay,
and afterward to fleer due North for the harbour of Saint
Peter and Saint Paul in that bay; which was alfo appointed
for our rendezvous, in cafe of feparation, This track was
chofen on account of its being, as far as we knew, unex-
plored ; and we were not without hopes of falling in with
fome new iflands on our paflage.

We had fcarcely feen a bird, fince our lofing fight of Ta-
hoora, till the 18th in the afternoon, when, being in the
latitude of 21° 12/, and the longitude of 194° 45/, the ap-
pearance of a great many boobies, and fome man-of-war
birds, made us keep a fharp look-out for land. Toward
evening, the wind leflened, and the North Eaft {well, which,
on the 16th and r7th, had been fo heavy as to make the fhips
labour exceedingly, was much abated. The next day, we
faw no appearance of land; and at noon, we {teered a point
more to the Southward, viz. Weft by South, in the hopes of
finding the trade winds (which blew almoft invariably from
the Eaft by North) frefher as we advanced within the tropic.
It is fomewhat fingular, that though we faw no birds in the
forenoon, yet toward evening we had again a number of
boobies and man-of-war birds about us. This fcemed to
indicate, that we had pafled the land from whence the
former flights had come, and that we were approaching
fome other low ifland.

The wind continued very moderate, with fine weather,
till the 23d, when it frethened from the North Eaft by Eaft,
: and
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and increafed to a ftrong gale, which fplit fome of our old
fails, and made the running rigging very frequently give
way. This gale lafted twelve hours; it then became more
moderate, and continued fo, till the 25th at noon, when
we entirely loft it, and had only a very light air.

On the 26th in the morning, we thought we faw land to
the Weft South Weft, bur, after running about fixteen
leagues in that direction, we found our miftake ; and night
coming on, we again fteered Weflt. Our latitude, at this
time, was 19’ 45, which was the greateft Southing we
made in this run; our longitude was 183°, and varia-
tion 12° 45' Eaft. We continued in this courfe, with little
alteration in the wind, till the 29th, when it thifted to the
South Eaft and South South Eaft, and, for a few hours in
the night, it was in the Weft; the weather being dark and
cloudy, with much rain. We had met, for fome days paft,
feveral turtles, one of which was the {malleft I ever faw,,
not exceeding three inches in length. We were alfo accom-
panied by man-of-war birds, and boobies of an unufual
kind, being quite white (except the tip of the wing, which
was black), and eafily miftaken, at firft fight, for gannets.

The light winds which we had met with for fome time
paft, with the prefent unfettled ftate of the weather, and the
little appearance of any change for the better, induced Cap-~
tain Clerke to alter his plan of keeping within the tropical
latitudes ; and accordingly, at fix this evening, we began
to fteer North Weft by North, at which time our latitude
was 20" 23, and our longitude 180" 40'. During the
continuance of the light winds, which prevailed almoft
conftantly ever fince our departure from the Sandwich
Iflands, the weather was very clofe, and the air hot and
: fultry;,
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fultry; the thermometer being generally at 80°, and fome-
times at 83° All this time, we had a confiderable fwell
from the North Eaft; and in no period of the voyage did
the fhips roll and ftrain fo violently.

In the morning of the 1ft of April, the wind changed
from the South Eaft to the North Eaft by Eaft, and blew a
frefh breeze, till the morning of the 4th, when it altered
two points more to the Eaft, and by noon increafed to a
ftrong gale, which lafted till the afternoon of the sth, at-
tended with hazy weather. It then again altered its direc-
tion to the South Eaft, became more moderate, and was ac-
companied by heavy thowers of rain. During all this time,
we kept fteering to the North Weft, againft a flow but re-
gular current from that quarter, which caufed a conftant
variation from our reckoning by the log, of fifteen miles
a day. On the 4th, being then in the latitude 26° 17/,
and longitude 173" g0/, we paffed prodigious quantities
of what failors call Portuguefe men-of-war (“holothuria phy-
Jalis), and were alfo accompanied with a great number of
fea birds, amongft which we obferved, for the firft time, the
albatrofs and fheerwater.

On the 6th, at noon, we loft the trade wind, and were
fuddenly taken a-back, with the wind from the North
North Weft. At this time, our latitude was 29° 50/, and
our longitude 170° 1. As the old running ropes were
conftantly breaking in the late gales, we reeved what new
ones we had left, and made fuch other preparations, as
were neceflary for the very different climate with which
we were now fhortly to encounter. The fine weather we
met with between the tropics, had not been idly fpent. The
carpenters found {ufficient employment in repairing the
boats. The beft bower cable had been fo much damaged
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by the foul ground in Karakakooa Bay, and whilft we were
at anchor off Onecheow, that we were obliged to cut forty
fathoms from it; in converting of which, with other old
cordage, into fpun-yarn, and applying it to different ufes,
a confiderable part of the people were kept conftantly em-
ployed by the boatfwain. The airing of fails and other
ftores, which, from the leakinefs of the decks and fides of
the fhips, were perpetually fubject to be wet, had now be-
come a frequent as well as a laborious and troublefome part
of our duty.

Befides thefe cares, which had regard only to the fhips
themfelves, there were others, which had for their object
the prefervation of the health of the crews, that furnithed a
conftant occupation to a great number of our hands. The
ftanding orders, eftablifhed by Captain Cook, of airing the
bedding, placing fires between decks, wathing them with
vinegar, and fmoking them with gunpowder, were ob-
ferved without any intermiffion. For fome time paft, even
the operation of mending the failors old jackets had rifen
into a duty both of difficulty and importance. It may be
neceflary to inform thofe who are unacquainted with the
difpofition and habits of feamen, that they are fo accuf-
tomed in fhips of war to be directed in the care of theni-
felves by their oflicers, that they lofe the very idea of fore-
fight, and contract the thoughtleflnefs of infants. I am
fure, that if our people had been left to their own difcre-
tion alone, we fliould have had the whole crew naked, be-
fore the voyage had been half finifhed. It was naturgl to
expect, that their experience, during our voyage to the
North laft year, would have made them fenfible of the ne-
ceflity of paying fome attention to thefe matters; but if
fuch reflections ever occurred to them, their impreflion was

fo
6
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o tranfitory, that, upon our return to the tropical climates,
their fur jackets, and the reft of their cold country clothes,
were kicked about the decks as things of no value; though
it was generally known, in both fhips, that we were to
make another voyage toward the pole. They were, of courfe,
picked up by the officers; and, being put into cafks, reftored
about this time to the owners.

In the afternoon, we obferved fome of the fheathing float-
ing by the fhip; and, on examination, found that twelve
or fourteen feet had been wafthed off from under the lar-
board-bow, where we f{uppofed the leak to have been;
which, ever fince our leaving Sandwich llands, had kept
the people almoft conftantly at the pumps, making twelve
inches water an hour. This day we faw a number of {mall
crabs, of a pale blue colour; and had again, in company, a
few albatrofles and fheerwaters. The thermometer, in the
night-time, funk eleven degrees; and although it ftill re-
mained as high as 5¢°, yet we {uffered much from the cold ;
our feelings being, as yet, by no means, reconciled to that
degree of temperature.

The wind continued blowing frefh from the North, till
the eighth, in the morning, when it became more moderate,
with fair weather, and gradually changed its direction to the
Eaft, and afterward to the South.

On the ninth, at noon, our latitude was 32° 16'; our
longitude 166° 40'; and the variation 8° 30’ Eaft. And on
the tenth, having croffed the track of the Spanifh gal-
leons from the Manillas to Acapulco, we expected to have
fallen in with the Iland of Rica de Plata, which, according
to De Lifle’s chart, in which the route of thofe thips is laid

down, ought to have been in fight; its latitude, as there
Vou. Il Aa given,
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given, being 33° 30/ North, and its longitude 166° Eaft. Not-
withftanding we were {o far advanced to the Northward, we
faw this day a tropic bird, and alfo feveral other kinds of
fea-birds ; fuch as puflins, {ea-parrots, fheerwaters, and al-
batrofles.

On the eleventh, at noon, we were in latitude 35° 30/,
longitude 165° 45'; and during the courfe of the day, had
fea-birds, as before, and pafled feveral bunches of fea-weed.
About the fame time, the Difcovery pafled a log of wood;
but no other figns of land were feen.

The next day the wind came gradually round to the Eaft,
and increafed to fo flrong a gale, as obliged us to firike our
top-gallant yards, and brought us under the lower fails,
and the main top-fail clofe reefed. Unfortunately we were
upon that tack, which was the moft difadvantageous for our
leak. But, as we had always been able to keep it under
with the hand-pumps, it gave us no great uneafinefs, till
the 13th, about fix in the afternoon, when we were greatly
alarmed by a fudden inundation, that deluged the whole
{pace between decks. The water, which had lodged in the
coal-hole, not finding a f{ufficient vent into the well, had
forced up the platforms over it, and in a moment fet every
thing afloat. Our fituation was indeed exceedingly diftrefl-
ing; nor did we immediately fee any means of relieving
ourfelves. A pump, through the upper decks into the coal-
hole, could an{wer no end, as it would very foon have been
choaked up by the {mall coals; and, to bale the water out
with buckets, was become impraicable, from the number
of bulky materials that were wafhed out of the gunner’s
ftore-room into it, and which, by the fhip’s motion, were
tofled violently from fide to fide. No other method was

therefore
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therefore left, but to cut a hole through the bulk-head (or
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partition) that feparated the coal-hole from the fore-hold, «——

and by that means to make a paflage for the body of water
into the well. However, before that could be done, it was
neceflary to get the cafks of dry provifions out of the fore-
hold, which kept us employed the greatelt part of the night;
fo that the carpenters could not get at the partition till the
next morning. As foon as a paflage was made, the greateft
part of the water emptied itfelf into the well, and enabled
us to get out the reft with buckets. But the leak was now
fo much increafed, that we were obliged to keep one half of
the people conflantly pumping and baleing, till the noon of
the 15th. Our men bore, with great cheerfulnefs, this ex-
ceflive fatigue, which was much increafed by their having
no dry place to fleep in; and, on this account, we began to
ferve their full allowance of grog.

The weather now becoming more moderate, and the {well
lefs heavy, we were enabled to clear away the reft of the
caftks from the fore-hold, and to open a fuflicient paflage

for the water to the pumps. This day we faw a greenifh
piece of drift-wood, and fancying the water coloured, we
founded, but got no bottom with a hundred and fixty fa-

Wednef, 14.

Thur(day 15,

thoms of line. Our latitude, at noon this day, was 4:° 52,

longitude 161° 15'; variation 6° 30’ Eaft; and the wind foon
after veering to the Northward, we altered our courfe three
points to the Weft,

On the 16th, at noon, we were in the latitude of 42° 12/,
and in the longitude of 160" 5'; and as we were now ap-
Proaching the place where a great extent of land is faid
to have been feen by De Gama, we were glad of the op-
portunity which the courfe we were fleering gave, of con-
tributing to remove the doubts, if any fhould be ftill en-

Aa 2 tertained,
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tertained, refpeCting the falfehood of this pretended difco-
very. For it is to be obferved, that no one has ever yet been
able to find who John de Gama was, when he lived, or what
year this pretended difcovery was made.

According to Mr, Muller, the firft account of it given to
the Public was in a chart publithed by Texeira, a Portu-
gueze geographer, in 1649, who places it in ten or twelve de-
grees to the North Eaft of Japan, between the latitudes of
44° and 45°; and announce it to be land feen by John de Gama,
the Indian, in a woyage from China to New Span. On what
grounds the French geographers have fince removed it five
degrees to the Eaftward, does not appear; except we {fuppofe
it to have been in order to make room for another dilcovery
of the fame kind made by the Dutch, called Company’s Land ;
of which we fhall have occafion to fpeak hereafter.

During the whole day, the wind was exceedingly un-
fettled, being feldom fleady to two or three points; and
blowing in frefh gufts, which were fucceeded by dead
calms. Thefe were not unpromifing appearances; bur,
after ftanding off and on, the whole of this day, with-
out {eeing any thing of the land, we again ftcered to the
Northward, not thinking it worth our while to lofe time in
fearch of an object, the opinion of whofe exiitence had
been alrecady pretty generally exploded. Our people were
employed the whole of the 16th, in getting their wet things
to dry, and in airing the fhips below.

- We now began to feel very fharply the increafing in-
clemency of the Northern climate. In the morning of
the 18th, our latitude being 45° 40, and our longitude
160° 25, we had fnow and {leet, accompanied with flrong
gales from the South Weft. This circumflance will ap-

pear
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pear very remarkable, if we confider the feafon of the
year, and the quarter from which the wind blew. On the
1gth, the thermometer, in the day-time, remained at the
freezing point, and at four in the morning fell to 29°. If
the reader will take the trouble to compare the degree of
heat, during the hot fultry weather we had at the begin-
ning of this month, with the extreme cold which we now
endured, he will conceive how feverely fo rapid a change
muft have been felt by us.

In the gale of the 18th, we had fplit almoft all the fails
we had bent, which being our fecond beft fuit, we were
now reduced to make ufe of our laft and beft fet. To add
to Captain Clerke’s difficulties, the fea was in general o
rough, and the thips fo leaky, that the fail-makers had no
place to repair the fails in, except his apartments, which,
in his declining ftate of health, was a ferious inconvenience
to him.

On the 20th, at noon, being in latitude 49° 45 North,
and longitude 16:1° 15" Eaft; and cagerly expecting to fall
in with the coaft of Afia, the wind fhifted {fuddenly to the
North, and continued in the fame quarter the following
day. However, although it retarded our progrefs, yet the
fair weather it brought was no fmall refrefhment to us.
In the forenoon of the 21ft, we faw a whale, and a land-
bird ; and, in the afternoon, the water looking muddy, we
founded, but got no ground with an hundred and forty fa-
thoms of line. During the three preceding days, we faw
large flocks of wild-fowl, of a fpecies refembling ducks.
This is ufually confidered as a proof of the vicinity of land;
but we had no other figns of it, fince the 16th; in which
time we had run upward of an hundred and fifty leagues.

On
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On the 22d, the wind fhifted to the North Eaft, attended
with mifty weather. The cold was exceedingly fevere, and
the ropes were fo frozen, that it was with difficulty we
could force them through the blocks. At noon, the lati-
tude, by account, was s1° 38/, longitude 16c°7’; and on
comparing our prefent pofition with that given to the
Southern parts of Kamtfchatka, in the Ruflian charts,
Captain Clerke did not think it prudent to run on toward
the land all night. We therefore tacked at ten; and, hav-
ing founded, had ground agreeably to our conjectures, with
feventy fathoms of line.

On the 23d, at fix in the morning, being in latitude
52°09’, and longitude 160° 07', on the fog clearing away,
the land appeared in mountains covered with fnow; and
extending from North three quarters Eaft, to South Weft, a
high conical rock, bearing South Weft, three quarters Weft,
at three or four leagues diftance. We had no fooner taken
this imperfet view, than we were again covered with a
thick fog. Being now, according to our maps, only eight
leagues from the entrance of Awailka Bay, as foon as the
weather cleared up, we ftood in to take a nearer view of
the land ; and a more difmal and dreary profpet I never
beheld. The coaft appears ftraight and uniform, having
no inlets or bays ; the ground, from the fhore, rifes in hills
of a moderate elevation, behind which are ranges of moun-
tains, whofe fummits were loft in the clouds. The whole
fcene was entirely covered with fnow, except the fides of
fome of the cliffs, which rofe too abruptly from the fea for
the {fnow ro lie upon them.

The wind continued blowing very ftrong from the North
Eaft, with thick hazy weather and fleet, from the a4th till
the 2fth, During the whole time, the thermometer was
never higher than 30°. The thip appeared to be a com-

3 plete
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plete mafs of ice; the fhrowds were fo incrufted with it, as
to meafure in circumference more than double their ufual
fize; and, in fhort, the experience of the oldeft feaman
among us, had never met with any thing like the conti-
nued thowers of fleet, and the extreme cold, which we now
encountered. Indeed the feverity of the weather, added to
the great difficulty of working the fhips, and the labour of
keeping the pumps conftantly going, rendered the fervice
too hard for many of the crew, fome of whom were froft-
bitten, and others laid up with bad colds. We continued
all this time ftanding four hours on each tack, having ge-
nerally foundings of fixty fathoms, when about three leagues
from the land ; but none at twice that diftance. On the
25th, we had a tranfient view of the entrance of Awatfka
Bay; bur, in the prefent ftate of the weather, we were
afraid of venturing into it. Upon our flanding off again,
we loft fight of the Difcovery; but, as we were now {o
near the place of rendezvous, this gave us no great un-
cafinefs.

On the 28th, in the morning, the weather at laft cleared,
and the wind fell to a light breeze from the fame quarter as
before. We had a fine warm day; and, as we now began
o expect a thaw, the men were employed in breaking
the ice from off the rigging, malts, and fails, in order
to prevent its falling on our heads. At noon, being in the
latitude of 52° 44', and the longitude of 159° the en-
trance of Awatfka Bay bore North Weft, diftant three or
four leagues; and, about three in the afternoon, a fair
wind {fprung up from the Southward, with which we ftood
in, having regular foundings, from twenty-two to feven
fathom:
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dEs The mouth of the bay opens in a North North Wett di-

e Teltion. The land, on the South fide, is of a moderate

height ; to the Northward, it rifes into a bluff head, which
is the higheft part of the coaft. In the channel between
them, near the North Eaft fide, lie three remarkable
rocks; and, farther in, near the oppofite coaft, a fingle de-
tached rock of a confiderable fize. On the North head
there is a look-out houfe, which, when the Ruflians expect
any of their fhips upon the coaft, is ufed as a light-houfe.
There was a flag-ftaff’ on ir; but we faw no fign of any
perfon being there.

Having paffed the mouth of the bay, which is about four
miles long, we opencd a large circular bafon of twenty-five
miles in circumference ; and, at half paft four, came to an
anchor in fix fathoms water, being afraid of running foul
on a fhoal, or fome funk rocks, which are faid by Muller ¥,
to lie in the channel of the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul.
The middle of the bay was full of loofe ice, drifting with
the tide ; but the fthores were ftill entirely blocked up with
it. Great flocks of wild-fowl were feen of various {pecies ;
likewife ravens, eagles, and large flights of Greenland
pigeons. We examined every corner of the bay, with our
glafles, in fearch of the town of St. Peter and St. Paul;
which, according to the accounts given us at Oonalafka,
we had conceived to be a place of fome firength and con-
fideration. At length we difcovered, on a narrow point of
land to the North North Eaft, a few miferable log-houfes,
and fome conical huts, raifed on poles, amounting in all to
about thirty ; which, from their fituation, notwithftanding
all the refpeft we wifhed to entertain for a Ruflian offrog,

* Voyages made by the Ruffians from Afia to America, &c. tranflated from the

German ; by T. Jefferys, p. 37.
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we were under the neceflity of concluding to be Petro-
paulowfka. However, in juftice to the generous and ho-
{pitable treatment we found here, I fhall beg leave to an-
ticipate the reader’s curiofity, by afluring him, that our dif-
appointment proved to be more of a laughable than a feri-
ous nature. For, in this wretched extremity of the earth,
fituated beyond every thing that we conceived to be moft
barbarous and inhofpitable, and, as it were, out of the very
reach of civilization, barricaded with ice, and covered with
{fummer fnow, in a poor miferable port, far inferior to the
meaneft of our fithing towns, we met with feelings of hu-
manity, joined to a greatnefs of mind, and elevation of fen-
timent, which would have done honour to any nation or
climate.

During the night, much ice drifted by us with the tide,
and at day-light T was fent with the boats to examine the
bay, and deliver the letters we had brought from Oona-
lathka to the Ruffian Commander. We dire&ed our courfe
toward the village I have juft mentioned, and having pro-
ceeded as far as we were able with the boats, we got upon
the ice, which extended near half a mile from the fhore.
Mr. Webber, and two of the feamen, accompanied me,
whilft the Mafter took the pinnace and curter to finifh the
furvey, leaving the jolly-boat behind to carry us back.

I believe the inhabirants had not yet feen either the fhip
or the boats ; for even after we had got on the ice, we could
not perceive any figns of aliving creature in the town. By
the time we had advanced a little way on the ice, we ob-
ferved a few men hurrying backward and forward, and
prefently after, a fledge, drawn by dogs with one of the
inhabitants in ir, came down to the fea-fide, oppolite to us.
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Whilft we were gazing at this unufual fight, and admiring
the great civility of this ftranger, which we imagined had
brought him to our afliftance, the man, after viewing us
for fome time very attentively, turned fhort round, and
went off, with great {peed, toward the ¢frog. We were not
lefs chagrined than difappointed at this abrupt departure, as
we began to find our journey over the ice, attended not only
with great difficulty, but even with danger. We funk at
every ftep almoft knee deep in the fnow, and though we
found tolerable footing at the bottom, yet the weak parts
of the ice not being difcoverable, we were conftantly ¢x-
pofed to the rifk of breaking through it. This accident at
lat a@ually happened to myfelf; for ftepping on quickly
over a fufpicious fpot, in order to prefs with lefs weight
upon it, I came upon a fecond, before I could ftop myfelf,
which broke under me, and in I fell. Luckily, I rofe clear
of the ice, and a man that was a little way behind with a
boat-hook, throwing it to me, I laid it acrofs fome loofe
pieces near me, and, by that means, was enabled to get
upon firm ice again.

As we approached the thore, we found the ice, contrary to
our expetations, more broken than it had been before.
We were, however, again comforted by the fight of another
fledge coming toward us, but inftead of proceeding to our
relief, the driver ftopt fhort, and began to call out to us. 1
immediately held up to him Ifmyloff’s letters ; upon which
he turned about, and fet off back again full {peed; fol-
lowed, I believe, not with the prayers of any of our party.
Being at a great lofs what conclufions to draw from this
unaccountable behaviour, we continued our march toward
the offrog, with great circumfpection, and when we had ar-
rived within a quarter of a mile of it, we perceived a body
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of armed men marching toward us. That we might give
them as little alarm, and have as peaceable an appearance
as poflible, the two men who had boat-hooks in their hands,
were ordered into the rear, and Mr. Webber and myfelf
marched in front. The Ruflian party, confifting of about
thirty foldiers, was headed by a decent looking perfon, with
a cane in his hand. He halted within a few yards of us,
and drew up his men in a martial and good order. I deli-
vered to him Ifmyloff’s letters, and endeavoured to make
him underftand, as well as I could (though I afterward
found in vain), that we were Englith, and had brought
them papers from Oonalathka. After having examined us
attentively, he began to conduct us roward the village, in
great filence and folemnity, frequently halting his men, to
form them in different manners, and make them perform
feveral parts of their manual exercife, probably with a view
to thew us, that if we had the temerity to offer any violence»

we fhould have to deal with men who were not ignorant of
their bufinefs,

Though I was all this time in my wet clothes, fhivering
with cold, and {ufficiently inclined to the molt uncondi-
tional fubmiflion, without having my fears violenuy alarm-
ed; yet it was impoflible not to be diverted with this mili-
tary parade, notwithftanding it was attended with the moft
unfeafonable delay. At length, we arrived at the houfe of
the Commanding Officer of the party, into which we were
ufhered ; and, after no {mall flir in giving orders, and dif-
pofing of the military without doors, our hoft made his ap-
pearance, accompanied by another perfon, whom we un-
derftood to be the Secretary of the port. One of Ifinylof’s
letters was now opened, and the other fent off, by a fpecial
mellenger, to Bolcheretk, a town on the Weft fide of the

Bba2 . peninfula
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peninfula of Kamtfchatka, where the Ruflian Commander
of this province ufually refides.

It is very remarkable, that they had not feen the fhip the
preceding day, when we came to anchor in the bay, nor
indeed this morning, till our boats were pretty near the ice.
The panic with which the difcovery had ftruck them, we
found, had been very confiderable. The garrifon was im-
mediately put under arms. Two fmall field-pieces were
placed at the entrance of the Commander’s houfe, and
pointed toward our boats; and fhot, powder, and lighted
matches were all ready at hand.

The officer, in whofe houfe we were at prefent entertained,
was a Serjeant, and the Commander of the ofrog. Nothing
could exceed the kindnefs and hofpitality of his behaviour,
after he had recovered from the alarm occafioned by our
arrival.  'We found the houfe infufferably hot, but exceed-
ingly neat and clean. After I had changed my clothes,
which the Serjeant’s civility enabled me to do, by furnith-
ing me with a complete {uit of his own, we were invited to
fit down to dinner, which I have no doubt was the beft he
could procure; and, confidering the fhortnefs of time he
had to provide it, was managed with fome ingenuity. As
there was not time to prepare foup and boui/li, we had, in
their ftead, fome cold beef fliced, with hot water poured
over it. We had next a large bird roafted, of a fpecies with
which I was unacquainted, but of a very excellent tafte.
After having eaten a part of this, it was taken off, and we
were ferved with fith dreffed two different ways ; and, {oon
after, the bird again made its appearance, in favory and
{weet patés.  Our liquor, of which I fhall have to fpeak

hereafter, was of the kind called by the Ruffians quafs, and
was
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was much the worft part of the entertainment. The Secr-
jeant's wife brought in feveral of the difhes herfelf, and was
not permitted to fit down at table. Having finithed our re-
paft, during which it is hardly neceflary to remark, that
our converfation was confined to a few bows, and other
figns of mutual refpect, we endeavoured to open to our hoft
the caufe and objets of our vifit to this port. As lmyloff
bad probably written to them on the fame fubje&, in the
letters we had before delivered, he appeared very readily to
conceive our meaning; but as there was unfortunately no
one in the place that could talk any other language except
Ruflian or Kamtfchadale, we found the utmoft difficulty in
comprehending the information he meant to convey to us.
After fome time {pent in thefe endeavours to underfland
one another, we conceived the fum of the intelligence we
had procured to be, that though no fupply, either of provi-
fions or naval ftores were to be had at this place, yet that
thefe arricles were in great plenty at Bolcheretfk. That the
Commander would, moft probably, be very willing to give
us what we wanted; but that, till the Serjeant had received
orders from him, neither he nor his people, nor the natives,
could even venture to go on board the fhip.

It was now time for us to take our leave; and, as my
clothes were ftill too wet to put on, I was obliged to have
recourfe again to the Serjeant’s benevolence, for his leave to
carry thofe I had borrowed of him on board. This requeft
was complied with very cheerfully, and a fledge, drawn by
five dogs, with a driver, was immediately provided for each
of our party. The failors were highly delighted with this
mode of conveyance; and what diverted them {till more
was, that the two boat-hooks had alfo a fledge appropriated
ta themfelves. Thefe fledges are fo light, and their con-
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ftruction {o well adapted to the purpofes for which they are
intended, that they went with great expedition, and perfect
fafety, over the ice, which it would have been impoflible
for us, with all our caution, to have pafled on foot.

On our return, we found the boats towing the fhip toward
the village; and at feven we got clofe to the ice, and
moored with the fmall bower to the North Eaft, and beft
bower to the South Weft; the entrance of the bay bearing
South by Eaft, and South three-quarters Eaft; and the ofrog
North, one quarter Eaft, diftant one mile and a half. The
next morning, the cafks and cables were got upon the
quarter-deck, in order to lighten the fhip forward; and the
carpenters were fet to werk to flop the leak, which had
given us fo much trouble during our laft run. It was
found to have been occafioned by the falling of fome
theathing from the larboard-bow, and the oakum between
the planks having been wafhed out. The warm weather
we had in the middle of the day, began to make the ice
break away very faft, which, drifting with the tide, had al-
mott filled up the entrance of the bay. Several of our gen-
tlemen paid their vifits to the Serjeant, by whom they were
received with great civility ; and Captain Clerke fent him
two botiles of rum which he underftood would be the moft
acceptable prefent he could make him, and received in re-
turn fome fine fowls of the groufe kind, and twenty trouts.
Our fportfmen met with but bad fuccefs; for though the
bay fwarmed with flocks of ducks of various kinds, and
Greenland pigeons, yet they were fo fhy, that they could
not come within fhot of them.

In the morning of the 1ft of May, feeing the Difcovery
ftanding into the bay, a boat was immediately fent to her
aflitance;
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aflitance; and in the afternoon, the moored clofe by us.
They told us, that after the weather cleared up on the 2%th,
the day on which fhe had parted company, they found
themfelves to leeward of the bay, and that, when they got
abreaft of it, the following day, and faw the entrance
choaked up with ice, they flood off, after firing guns, con-
cluding we could not be here ; but finding afterward it was
only loofe drift-ice, they had ventured in. The next day,
the weather was fo very unfettled, attended with heavy
thowers of fnow, that the carpenters were not able to pro-
ceed in their work. The thermometer ftood at 28° in the
cvening, and the froft was exceedingly fevere in the night.

The following morning, on our obferving two {ledges
drive into the village, Captain Clerke fent me on fhore, to
inquire whether any meflage was arrived from the Com-
mander of Kamtfchatka, which, according to the ferjeant’s
account, might now be expected, in confequence of the in-
telligence that had been fent of our arrival. Bolcheretfk,
by the ufual route, is about one hundred and thirty-five
Englifth miles from Saint Peter and Saint Paul’'s. Our dif-
patches were fent off in a fledge drawn by dogs, on the 2¢rth,
about noon. And the anfwer arrived, as we afterward
found, early this morning ; fo that they were only a litle
more than three days and a half in performing a journey of
two hundred and feventy miles.

The return of the Commander’s anfwer was, however,
concealed from us for the prefent; and I was told, on my
arrival at the ferjeant’s, that we fhould hear from him the
next day., Whilft I was on fhore, the boat, which had
brought me, together with another belonging to the Difco-
very, were fet faft in the ice, which a Southerly wind had

driven
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driven from the other fide of the bay. On feeing them en-
tangled, the Difcovery’s launch had been fent to their af-
fiftance, but foon thared the fame fate; and, in a thort time,
the ice had furrounded them near a quarter of a mile deep.
This obliged us to ftay on fhore till evening, when finding
no profpe¢t of getting the boats ofl, fome of us went in
fledges to the edge of the ice, and were taken off by boats
fent from the fhip, and the reft flaid on fhore all night.

It continued to freeze hard during the night; but, before
morning, on the 4th, a change of wind drifted away the
floating ice, and fet the boats at liberty, without their hav-
ing {uftained the fmalleft damage.

About ten o’clock in the forenoon, we faw feveral fledges
driving down the edge of the ice, and fent a boat to con-
duct the perfons who were in them on board. One of thefe
was a Ruflian merchant from Bolcheretfk, named Fedo-
fitfch, and the other a German, called Port, who had brought
a letter from Major Behm, the Commander of Kamt{chatka,
to Captain Clerke. When they got to the edge of the ice, and
faw diftin¢tly the fize of the fhips, whichlay within about two
hundred yards from them, they appeared to be exceedingly
alarmed; and, before they would venture to embark, defired
two of our boat’s crew might be left on fhore as hoftages
for their fafety. We afterward found, that Ifmyloff, in his
letter to the commander, had mifreprefented us, for what
reafons we could not conceive, as two {mall trading boats,
and that the ferjeant, who had only feen the fhips at a
diftance, bad nor, in his difpatches, re¢tified the miftake.

When they arrived on board, we ftill found, from their
cautious and timorous behaviour, thar they were under
fome unaccountable apprehenfions; and an uncommon de-

gree
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gree of fatisfaction was vifible in their countenances, on the
German’s finding a perfon amongft us, with whom he could
converfe. This was Mr. Webber, who {poke that language
perfectly well; and at laft, though with fome difliculty, con-
vinced them, that we were Englithmen, and friends. Mr.
Port being introduced to Captain Clerke, delivered to him
the Commander’s letter, which was written in German, and
was merely complimental, inviting him and his officers to
Bolcheretfk, to which place the people, who brought i,
were to conduct us. Mr. Port, at the fame time, acquainted
him, that the Major had conceived a very wrong idea of the
fize of the fhips, and of the fervice we were engaged in;
Hmyloff, in his letter, having reprefented us as two fmall
Englith pacquet boats, and cautioned him to be on his
guard ; infinuating, that he fufpected us to be no better
than pirates. In confequence of this letter, he faid, there
had been various conjeCtures formed about us at Bolche-
retfk : that the Major thought it moft probable we were on a
trading fcheme, and for that reafon had fent down a mer-
chant to us; but that the officer, who was fecond in com-
mand, was of opinion we were French, and come with fome
hoftile intention, and were for taking meafures accordingly.
It had required, he added, all the Major’s authority to keep
the inhabitants from leaving the town, and retiring up into
the country; to fo extraordinary a pitch had their fears rifen,
from their perfuafion that we were French,

Their extreme apprehenfions of that nation were princi-
pally occafioned, by fome circumftances attending an infur-
rection that had happened at Bolcheretik, a few years be-
fore, in which the Commander had loft his life. We were
informed, that an exiled Polifh officer, named Beniowiki,
taking advantage of the confufion into which the town was
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thrown, had feized upon a galliot, then lying at the entrance
of the Bolfchoireeka, and had forced on board a number of
Ruflian failors, fuflicient to navigate her: that he had put
on fhore a part of the crew at the Kourile Iflands; and,
among the reft, Ifmyloff, who, as the reader will recolle&,
had puzzled us exceedingly, at Oonalafhka, with the hiftory
of this tranfaction ; though, for want of underflanding his
language, we could not then make out all the circumftances
attending ir: that he pafled in fight of Japan; made Luco-
nia; and was there dire¢ted how to fleer to Canton: that, ar-
riving there, he had applied to the French, and had got a
paflage in one of their India thips to France: and that moft
of the Ruflians had likewife returned to Europe in French
{hips; and had afterward found their way to Peterfburg.
We met with three of Beniowfki’s crew in the harbour of
Saint Peter and Saint Paul; and from them we learnt the
circumflances of the above flory.

On our arrival at Canton, we received a farther corrobora-
tion of the facts, from the gentlemen of the Englifh faétory,
who told us, that a perfon had arrived there in a Ruflian
galliot, who faid he came from Kamtfchatka; and that he
had been furnithed by the French factory, with a paffage to
Europe *.

We could not help being much diverted with the fears
and apprehenfions of thefe good people, and particularly
with the account M. Port gave us of the ferjeant’s wary pro-
ceedings the day before. On feeing me come on fhore, in
company with fome other gentlemen, he had made him and
thie merchant, who arrived in the fledges we had feen come

# It hath fince appeared, from the account of Kerguelen’s Voyage, that this
extraordinary perfon, who had entered into the French fervice, was commander of a
new fettlement at Madagafcar, when Kerguelen touched there in 1774.
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in the morning, hide themfelves in his kitchen, and liften
to our converfation with one another, in hopes, that by this
means, they might difcover whether we were really Englifh
or not.

As we concluded, from the commiflion and drefs of M.
Port, that he might probably be the Commander’s fecretary,
he was received as fuch, and invited, with his companion,
the merchant, to dine with Captain Clerke: and though we
foon began to fufpe, from the behaviour of the latter to-
ward him, that he was only 2 common fervant, yet this be-
ing no time to facrifice our little comforts to our pride, we
prevented an explanation, by not f{uffering the queftion to be
put to him; and, in return for the fatisfation we reaped
from his abilities as a linguift, we continued to let him live
on a footing of equality with us..

Ce 2 e o
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Scarcity of Provifions and Stores at the Harbour of
Saint Peter and Saint Pawl, —A Party fet out
to vifit the Commander at Bolcheretfe.—Paflage up the
River Awatfka. — Account of their Reception by the
Toion of Karatchin,— Defeription of a Kamtfchadale
Drefs. — Journey on Sledges.— Defcription of  this
Mode of Travelling.—Arrival at Vatcheekin.— Account
of hot Springs.—Embark on the Bolchoireka.— Reception
at the Capital.—Generous and hofpitable Condult of the
Commander and the Garrifon. — Defeription of Bolche-
retfk.— Prefents from the Commander.—Ruffian and
Kamt[chadale Dancing. — Affeéting Departure from
Bolcheretfe.—Return to Saint Peter and Saint Paul’s,"
accompanied by Major Bebm, who vifits the Ships.—Ge-
nerofity of the Sailors.— Difpatches fent by Major Bebm
to Peterfburg.—His Departure and Charaéler.

EING now enabled to converfe with the Ruflians, by
the aid of our interpreter, with tolerable facility, our
firft inquiries were direted to the means of procuring a fup-
ply of frefh provifions, and naval ftores; from the want of
which latter article, in particular, we had been for fome
time in great diftrefs. On inquiry, it appeared, that the

whole ftock of live cattle, which the country about the bay
g could
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ould furnifh, amounted only to two heifers; and thefe the
ferjeant very readily promifed to procure us. Our applica-
tions were next made to the merchant, but we found the
terms, upon which he offered to ferve us, fo exorbitant,
that Captain Clerke thought it neceflary to fend an officer to
vific the Commander at Bolcheretfk, and to inquire into the
price of flores at that place. As foon as this determi-
nation was communicated to Mr. Port, he difpatched an
exprefs to the Commander, to inform him of our intentions,
and, at the fame time, to clear us from the fufpicions that
were entertained with refpect to the defignation and purpofes
of our voyage.

Captain Clerke having thought proper to fix on me for
this fervice, I received orders, together with Mr. Webber,
who was to accompany me as interpreter, to be ready to fet
out the next day. It proved, however, too ftormy, as did
- alfo the 6th, for beginning a journey through fo wild and
defolate a country; but, on the 7th, the weather appearing
more favourable, we fet out early in the morning in the
thip’s boats, with a view to reach the entrance of the
Awatfka at high water, on account of the fhoals with which
the mouth of that river abounds: here the country boats
were to meet us, and carry us up the ftream.

Captain Gore was now added to our party, and we were
attended by Meflrs. Port and Fedofitfch, with two coffacks,
and were provided, by our conductors, with warm furred
clothing ; a precaution which we foon found very necei-
fary, as it began to fnow brifkly juft after we fet out. At
cight o'clock, being flopped by fhoal water, about a mile
from the mouth of the river, fome {fmall canoes, belonging
to the Kamtfchadales, toek up us and our baggage, and

carried
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carried us over a {pit of fand, which is thrown up by the
rapidity of the river, and which, they told us, was continu-
ally fhifting, When we had crofled this fhoal, the watey
again deepened ; and here we found a commodious boat,
built and fhaped like a Norway yawl, ready to convey
us up the river, together with canoes for our baggage.

The mouth of the Awatfka is about a quarter of a mile
broad; and as we advanced, it narrowed very gradually,
After we had proceeded a few miles, we pafled feveral
branches, which, we were told, emptied themfelves into
other parts.of the bay ; and that fome of thofe on the left
hand, flowed into the Paratounca river. Iis general direc-
tion from the bay, for the firft ten miles, is to the North,
after which it turns to the Weftward: this bend excepted, it
preferves, for the moft part, a ftraight courfe ; and the coun-
try, through which it flows, to the diftance of near thirty,
miles from the fea, is low and flat, and fubject to frequent
inundations. We were pufhed forward by fix men, with
long poles, three at each end of the boat; two of whom
were coflacks, the others Kamtfchadales; and. advanced.
againfta flrong flream, at the rate, as well as I could judge,
of about three miles an hour, Our Kamtfchadales bore this,
fevere labour, with great floutnefs, for ten hours; during,
which we ftopped only once, and that for a fhort time,.
whilft they took fome little refrefhment. As we had been
told, at our firft fetting out in the morning, that we fhould’
eafily reach an Offrog, called Karatchin, the fame night, we:
were much difappointed to find ourfelves, at fun-fer, fifteen
miles from that place. This we attributed to the delay oc-
cafioned in pafling the fhoals we had met with, both ac the
entrance of the river, and in feveral other places, as we pro-
ceeded up it: for our boat being the firft that had paflfed up

the
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the river, the guides were not acquainted with the fituation
of the fhifting fand-banks, and unfortunately the fnow not
having yet begun to melt, the fhallownefs of the river was
at its extreme.

The fatigue our men had already undergone, and the dif-
ficulty of navigating the river, which would have been
much increafed by the darknefs of the night, obliged us to
give -up all thoughts of continuing our journey that even-
ing. Having therefore found a place tolerably fheltered,
and cleared it of the fnow, we erected a {fmall marguée, which
we had brought with us; and, by the afliftance of a brifk
fire, and fome goocd punch, pafled the night not very un-
pleafantly. The only inconvenience we laboured under
was, the being obliged to make the fire at fome diftance
from us. For, although the ground was, to all appear-
ance, dry enough before, yet when the fire was lighted, it
foon thawed all the parts round it into an abfolute puddle.
We admired much the alertnefs and expedition with which
the Kamtfchadales erected our marguée, and cooked our pro-
vifions ; but what was moft unexpected, we found they had
brought with them their tea-kettles, confidering it as the
greatelt of hardfhips not to drink tea two or three times a
day.

We fet out as foon as it was light, in the morning, and
had not advanced far, before we were met by the Zvion, or
Chief of Karatchin, who had been apprized of our coming,
and had provided canoes that were lighter, and better con-
trived for navigating the higher parts of the river. A com-
modious veffel, confiting of two canoes, lathed clofe 1o-
gether with crofs fpars, lined with bear-fkins, and fur-

nithed with fur cloaks, was alfo provided for us, We now
: went
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went on very rapidly, the Toion’s people being both ftout and
frefh, and remarkable for their expertnefs in this bufinefs.
At ten we got to the Offrog, the feat of his command, where
we were received at the water-fide by the Kamtfchadale men
and women, and fome Ruflian fervants belonging to Fedo-
fitfch, who were employed in making canoes. They were
all drefled out in their beft clothes. Thofe of the women
were pretty and gay, confifting of a full loofe robe, of white
nankeen, gathered clofe round the neck, and faftened with
a collar of coloured filk. Over this they wore a fhort jacker,
without fleeves, made of different coloured nankeens, and
petticoats of a flight Chinefe filk. Their fhifts, which had
fleeves down to the wrifts, were alfo of filk; and coloured
filk handkerchiefs were bound round their heads, conceal-
ing entirely the hair of the married women, whilft thofe who

were unmarried, brought the handkerchief under the hair,
and fuffered it to flow loofe behind.

This offrog was pleafantly fituated by the fide of the river;
and confifted of three log-houfes; three jourts, or houfes
made under ground; and nineteen balagans, or fummer ha-
bitations. We were conducted to the dwelling of the Toion,
who was a plain decent man, born of a Ruflian woman,
by a Kamtfchadale father. His houfe, like all the reft in
this country, was divided into two apartments. A long
narrow table, with a bench round it, was all the furniture
we faw in the outer; and the houfehold ftuff of the inner,
which was the kitchen, was not lefs fimple and fcanty. But
the kind attention of our hoft, and the hearty welcome we
received, more than compenfated for the poverty of his
lodgings.

His
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His wife proved an excellent cook; and ferved us with
fith and game of different forts, and various kinds of heath-
berries, that had been kept fince the laft year. Whilft we
were at dinner in this miferable hut, the guefls of a people,
with whofe exiflence we had before been {carce acquainted,
and at the extremity of the habitable globe, a folitary, half.
worn pewter {poon, whofe fthape was familiar to us, at-
tracted our attention ; and, on examination, we found it
ftamped on the back with the word London. 1 cannot pafs
over this circumftance in filence, out of gratitude for the
many pleafant thoughts, the anxious hopes, and tender re-
membrances it excited in us. Thofe, who have experienced
the effects that long abfence and extreme diftance from their
native country produce on the mind, will readily conceive
the pleafure {fuch trifling incidents can give. To the philo-
fopher and the politician they may perhaps fuggeft reflec-
tions of a different nature.

We were now to quit the river, and perform the next part
of our journey on fledges; but the thaw had been too power-
ful in the day-time, to allow us to fet out, till the cold of
the evening had again made the furface of the {now hard
and firm. This gave us an opportunity of walking about
the village, which was the only place we had yet feen
free from fnow fince we landed in this country. It flood
upon a well-wooded flat, of about a mile and a half in cir-
cumference. The leaves were juft budding, and the verdure
of the whole fcene was flrongly contrafted with the fides of
the furrounding hills, which were ftill covered with fnow.
As the foil appeared to me very capable of producing all the
common forts of garden vegetables, I was greatly furprifed
not to find the fmalleft {pot any where cultivated. If to
this we add, that none of the inhabitants were poflefled of
cattle of any fort, nothing can be well concecived more
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wretched than their fituation muft be during the winter
months. They were at this time removing from their jourts
into their balagans, which afforded us an opportunity of .ex-
amining both thefe forts of habitations; and they will be
hereafter more particularly defcribed. The people invited
us into- their houfes with great good humour ; a general
air of cheerfulnefs and content was every where vifible, to
which the approaching change of fealon might probably not
a little contribute.

On our return. to-the Zoion’s, we found f{upper prepared
for us, which differed in nothing from our former repaft ;
and concluded with our treating the Zvion and his wife with
fome of the fpirits, we had brought with us, made into
punch. Captain Gore, who had great generofity on. all. oc-
cafions, having afterward made them fome valuable pre-
fents, they retired to the kitchen, leaving us in pofleflion of
the outward room, where, {preading our bear-fkins on the
benches, we were glad to ger a little repofe, having fettled
with our conduéors to refume our journey, as foon as the
ground fhould be judged fit for travelling,

About nine o’clock, the fame evening, we were awakened
by the melancholy howlings of the dogs, which continued all
the time our baggage was lafhing upon the fledges ; but, as
{foon as they were yoked, and we were all prepared to fet our,
this changed into a light cheerful yelping, which intirely
cealed the inflant they marched off. But, before we {ét out,
the Reader may expet to be made more particularly ac-
quainted with this curious mode of travelling.

The figure of the fledges will be beft conceived by the
annexed engraving, which was taken from one I brought
over with me, that is now in the pofleflion of Sir Afhton
Lever. The body is about four feet and a half long, and a
foot wide, made in the form of a crefcent, of light tough

' 2 wood,



THEARACLEIC O/GE AN.

wood, ftrongly bound together with wicker-work ; which
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in thofe belonging to the better fort of people is elegantly w———

ftained of a red and blue colour, and the feat covered with bear-
ikins, or other furs. It is fupported by four legs, about two
feet high, which reft on two long flat pieces of wood, five or
fix inches broad, extending a foot at each end beyond the
body of the fledge. Thefe are turned up before in the man-
ner of a {kate, and thod with the bone of fome fea animal.
The fore-part of the carriage is ornamented with thongs of
leather and rtaflels of coloured cloth; and from the crofs
bar, to which the harnefs is joined, are hung links of iron,
or fmall bells, the jingling of which they conceive to be en-
couraging to the dogs. They are feldom ufed to carry more
than one perfon at a time, who fits afide, refting his feet on
the lower part of the fledge, and carrying his provifions and
other neceflaries, wrapped up in a bundle, behind him. The
dogs are ufually five in number, yoked two and two, with
a leader. The reins not being faftened to the head of the
dogs, but to the collar, have little power over them, and are
therefore generally hung upon the fledge, whilft the driver
depends entirely on their obedience to his voice for the
dire&tion of them. With this view, the leader is always
trained up with a particular degree of care and attention ;
fome of them rifing to a moft extraordinary value on account
of their docility and fleadinefs ; infomuch, that for one of
thefe,I am well aflured, forty roubles (or ten pounds) was no
unufual price. The driver is alfo provided with a crooked
ftick, which anf{wers the purpofe both of whip and reins ;
as by ftriking it into the fnow, he is enabled to moderate the
fpeed of the dogs, or even to flop them entirely ; and when
they are lazy, or otherwife inattentive to his voice, he chaf-
tifes them by throwing it at them. Upon thefe occafions,
their dexterity in picking it up again is very remarkable,

Dd 2 and
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and forms the principal difficulty of their art. But it i8
indeed not furprifing, that they fhould labour to be fkil-
ful in a pradtice upon which their fafety fo materially de-
pends. For they fay, that if the driver thould happen to lofe
his ftick, the dogs will inftantly perceive it; and unlefs their
leader be of the moft fober and refolute kind, they will im-
mediately run a-head full fpeed, and never ftop till they are
quite fpent. But as that will not be the cafe foon, it gene-
rally happens, that either the carriage is overturned, and
dafhed to pieces againft the trees, or they hurry down fome
precipice, and are all buried in the fnow. The accounts
that were given us of the fpeed of thefe dogs, and of their
extraordinary patience of hunger and fatigue, were fcarcely
credible, if they had not been fupported by the beft autho-
rity. We were indeed ourfelves witnefles of the great
expedition with which the meflenger, who had been dif-
patched to Bolcheretfk with the news of our arrival, re-
turned to the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul, though the
fnow was, at this time, exceedingly foft. But I was in-
formed, by the Commander of Kamt{chatka, that this jour-
ney was generally performed in two days and a half; and
that he had once received an exprefs from the latter place in
twenty-three hours.

The dogs are fed, during the winter, on the offals of
dried and ft'nking fifh ; but are always deprived of this mi-
ferable food, a day before they fet out on a journey, and
never {uffered to eat before they reach the end of it. We
were alio wold, that it was not unufual for them to continue
thus fafling two entire days, in which time they would per-
form a journey of one hundred and twenty miles ¥, Thefe

dogs.

* Dxtraordinary as this may appear, Krafchininikoff, whofe account of Kamt-

fchatka, from every thing that 1 faw, and had an opportunity of comparing it with,
feems.
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dogs are, in thape, fomewhat like the Pomeranian breed, but
confiderably larger.

As we did not choofe to truft to our own fkill, we had
each of us 2 man to drive and guide the fledge, which,
from the flate the roads were now in, proved a very labo-

rious bufinefs. For, as the thaw had advanced very confi-

derably in the vallies, through which our road lay, we were
under the neceflity of keeping along the fides of the hills;
and this obliged our guides, who were provided with fnow-
thoes for that purpofe, to fupport the fledges, on the lower
fide, with their thoulders, for {feveral miles together. I had
a very good-humoured Coflack to attend me, who was,
however, fo very unfkilful in his bufinefs, that we were
overturned almoft every minute, to the great entertainment
of the reft of the company. Our party confifted, in all, of
ten fledges. That in which Captain Gore was carried, was
made of two lathed together, and abundantly provided with

furs and bear-ifkins ; it had ten dogs, yoked four abreaft; as

had alfo fome of thofe that were heavy laden with baggage.

When we had proceeded about four miles, it began to

rain ; which, added to the darknefs of the night, threw us
all into confufion. It was at laft agreed, that we {hould re-
main, where we were, till day-light; and accordingly we
came to anchor in the fnow (for I cannot better exprefs the

manner in which the fledges were fecured), and wrapping

feems to me to deferve entire credit; and whofe authority I jball, therefore, frequently
have recourfe to; relates inftances of this kind, that are much more furprifing.
¢ Travelling parties,” fays he, * are often overtaken with dreadful ftorms of fnow,

 on the approach of which, they drive, with the utmaff precipitation, into the neareft

*“ wosd, and there are obliged to ftay, till the tempeft, which frequently lafts fix or

¢ feven days, is over; the dogs remaining all this while quiet and inoffenfive; ex-

(11

S

other leathern parts of the harnefs.”
Hiftory and Defiription of Kamtfchatka, by Krafehininikoff.

I ourfelves.

cept that, fometimes, when preft by hunger, they will devour their reins, and the:
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ourfelves up in our furs, waited patiently for the morning.
About three o’clock we were called on to fet out, our guides
‘being apprehenfive, that if we waited longer, we might
be ftopped by the thaw, and neither be able to proceed, nor
to return, After encountering many difficulties, which were
principally occafioned by the bad condition of the road, at
two in the afterncon, we got fafe to an offrog, called Nat-
cheekin, fituated on the fide of a fmall ftream, which falls
into the Bolchoireka, a little way below the town. The
diftance between Karatchin and Natcheekin is thirty-eight
werfls (or twenty-five miles); and had the hard froft conti-
nued, we thould not, by their account, have been more than
four hours in performing it; -but the fnow was fo foft, that
the dogs, almoft at every flep, funk up to their bellies; and
I was indeed much furprifed at their being at all able to
overcome the difliculties of {o fatiguing a journey.

Natcheckin is a very inconfiderable ¢/frog, havﬁng only one
log-houfe, the refidence of the Zvion; five balagans, and one
jourt, We were received here with the fame formalities,
and in the fame hofpitable manner, as at Karatchin ; and in
the afternoon we went to vifit a remarkable hot {pring,
which is near this village. We faw, at fome diftance, the
fteam rifing from it, as from a boiling caldron; and as we
approached, perceived the air had a firong fulphureous fmell.
The main {pring forms a bafon of about three feet in dia-
meter ; befides which, there are a number of lefler {prings,
of the fame degree of heat, in the adjacent ground; fo that
the whole fpor, to the extent of near an acre, was fo hot,
that we could not ftand two minutes in the fame place. The
water flowing from thefe fprings is collected in a fmall
bathing pond, and afterward forms a little rivulet ; which,
at the diftance of about an hundred and fifty yards, falls
into the river. The bath, they told us, had wrought great

cures
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cures in {everal diforders, fuch as rheumatifms; {welled and
contracted joints, and fcorbutic ulcers. In the bathing-
place the thermometer ftood at 100°, or blood heat; but in
the fpring, after being immerfed two minutes, it was °
above boiling fpirits. The thermometer in the air, at this
time, was 34°; in the river 40°; and in the 7vion’s houfe 64”.
The ground where thefe {prings break our, is on a gentle
afcent; behind which there is a green hill of a moderate
fize. 1 am forry I was not fufficiently fkilled in botany to
examine the plants, which feemed to thrive here with great
Iuxuriance; the wild garlic, indced, forced itfelf on our
notice, and was at this time {pringing up very vigorouily.

The next morning, we embarked on the Bolchoireka in
canoes ; and, having the flream with us, expected to be at
our journey’s end the day following. The town of Bolche-
retlk is about eighty miles from Natcheckin; and we were

informed, that, in the fummer {eafon, when the river has.

been full and rapid; from the melting of fnow on the moun-
tains, the canoes had often gone down in a fingle day; but

that, in its prefent ftate, we fhould probably be much longer, .

as the ice had broken up only three days before we arrived ;
and that ours would be, the firft boat that had attempted to
pafs. This intelligence proved but too true.. We found
ourfelves greatly impeded by the fhallows; and though the
fiream, in many places, ran with great rapidity, yet every
half mile, we had ripplings and fhoals, over which we
were obliged to haul the boats.. The country, on each fide,
was very romantic, but unvaried; the river running be-

tween mountains of the moft craggy and barren afped, .

where there was nothing to diverfify the {cene; but now
and then the fight of a bear, and the flights of wild-fowl.

So uninterefting a paflage leaves me nothing farther to fay, .
than,,
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than that this, and the following night, we flept on the
banks of the river, under our marquée; and fuffered very
much from the {feverity of the weather, and the {now,
which ftill remained on the ground.

At day-light on the 12th, we found we had got clear of
the mountains, and were entering a low extenfive plain, co-
vered with fhrubby trees. About nine in the torenoon, we
arrived at an ¢ffrig, called Oparchin, which is computed to
be fifty miles from Natcheekin, and is nearly of the fame
fize as Karatchin. We found here a ferjeant with four
Ruflian foldiers, who had been two days waiting for our
arrival ; and who immediately difpatched a light boat to
Bolcheretfk, with intelligence of our approach. We were
now put into the trammels of formality; a canoe, furnifthed
with fkins and furs, and equipped in a magnificent man-
ner, was prepared for our reception, in which we were ac-
commodated much at our eafe, but to the exclufion of the
reft of our fellow-travellers. It was with much regret we
found ourfelves obliged to feparate from our old companion
Monfieur Port, whom we had obferved to grow every day
more fhy and diftant, as we drew nearer the end of our jour-
ney. Indeed, he had himfelf told us, before we fet out,
that we paid him a refpect he had no title to; but as we
found him a very modeft and difcreet man, we had infifted
on his living with us during the whole of our journey. The
remainder of our paflage was performed with great facility
and expedition, the river growing more rapid, as we de-
{cended, and lefs obftructed by fhoals.

As we approached the capital, we were forry to obferve,
from an appearance of much ftir and buflle, that we were
to be received in form. Decent clothes had been, for fome

time,
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time, a fcarce commodity among(t us; and our travelling
drefles were made up of a burlefque mixture of European,
Indian, and Kamt{chatdale fathions. We therefore thought it
would be too ridiculous to make a parade in this trim through
the metropolis of Kamtfchatka; and as we faw a crowd
collected on the banks of the river, and were told the Com-
mander would be at the water-fide to receive us, we ftopped
thort at a foldier’s houfe, about a quarter of a mile from the
town, from whence we fent Port with a meflage to his Ex-
cellency, acquainting him, that the moment we had put off
our travelling drefles, we would pay our refpects to him at
his own houfe; and to beg he would not think of waiting to
conduct us. Finding, however, that he perfifted in his in-
tentions of paying us this compliment, we loft no far-
ther time in attiring ourfelves, but made all the hafte in our
power to join him at the entrance of the town. I obferved
my companions to be as awkward as I felt myfelf, in mak-
ing our firft falutations ; bowing and fcraping being marks
of good-breeding that we had now, for two years and a
half, been totally unaccuftomed to. The manner in which
we were réceived by the Commander, was the moft enga-
ging that could be conceived, and increafed my mortification,
at finding, that he had almoft entirely forgot the French
language ; fo that the fatisfattion of converfing with him

was wholly confined to Mr. Webber, who fpoke the Ger-
man, his native tongue.

In company with Major Behm, was Captain Shmaleff, the
fecond in command, and another officer, with the whole
body of the merchants of the place. They conducted us
to the Commander’s houfe, where we were received by his
lady with great civility, and found tea and other refreth-

ments prepared for us, After the firft compliments were
Vo, IlI. E e over,
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over, Mr. Webber was defired to acquaint the Major with
the object of our journey, with our want of naval ftores,
flour, and frefh provifions, and other neceflaries for the fhips
crews ; and at the fame time to aflure him, that we were
fenfible, from what we had already feen of the condition
of the country about Awatfka Bay, we could nor expect
much afliftance from him in that quarter; that the impof-
fibility of fending heavy flores acrofs the peninfula, during
the prefent feafon of the year, was but too apparent, from
the difficulties we had met with in our journey; and that,
long before any material change could take place, we
fhould be under the neceflity of proceeding on our voyage.
We were here interrupted by the Commander, who ob-
ferved, that we did not yet know what they were capable of
doing ; that, at leaft, it was not his bufinefs to think of the
difficulties of fupplying our wants, but only to learn what
were the articles we ftood in need of, and the longeft time
we could allow him, for procuring them. After exprefling
our fenfe of his obliging difpofition, we gave him a lilt of
the naval ftores, the number of carttle, and the quantity of
flour, we were direéted to purchafe, and told him, that
we purpofed recommencing our voyage about the sth of
June.

Our converfation afterward turned upon different fubje@s;
and it will naturally be fuppofed, that our inquiries were
principally directed to the obtaining fome information re-
fpecting our own country. Having now been abfent three
years, we had flattered ourfelves with the certainty of re-
cciving intelligence from Major Behm, which could not fail
of being interclling; and I cannot exprefs the difappoint-
ment we felr, on finding, that he had no news to commu-

nicate
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‘nicate of a much later date than that of our departure from
- England.

About feven o'clock, the Commander, conceiving we
might be fatigued with our journey, and defirous of taking
fome repofe, begged he might conduct us to our lodgings.
It was in vain that we protefted againft 2 compliment
which we had certainly no title to expect, but that of being
flrangers ; a circumftance which feemed, in the opinion of
this generous Livonian, to counterbalance every other con-
fideration. In our way, we pafled by two guard-houfes,
where the men were turned out under arms, in compliment
to Captain Gore; and were afterward brought to a very neat
and decent houfe, which the Major gave us to underftand was
to be our refidence, during our ftay. Two fentinels were
pofled at the door; and in a houfe adjoining, there was a

ferjeant’s guard. Having fhewn us into our apartments,
the Major took his leave, with a promife to fee us the next
day; and we were left to find out, at our leifure, all the
conveniencies that he had moft amply provided for us. A
foldier, called a putproperfckack, whofe rank is between that
of a ferjeant and corporal, along with our fellow-traveller
Port, were appointed to be our male domeftics; befides
whom, there was a houfe-keeper and a cook, who had or-
ders to obey Port’s directions in drefling us a fupper, accord-
ing to our own mode of cookery. We received many civil
mellages, in the courfe of the evening, from the principal
people of the town, purporting, that they would not add to
our fatigues, by paying their refpeéts to us at that time, but
would wait on us in the morning. Such well-fupported
politenefs and attention in a country {o defolate and uncul-
tivated, formed a contraft exceedingly favourable to its in-

habitants; and to finifh the piece as it began, at fun-fet the
Eez ferjeant
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ferjeant came with the report of his guard to Captain
Gore. :

Early in the morning, we received the compliments of the
Commander, of Captain Shmaleff, and of the principal in-
habitants of the town, who all honoured us with vifits foon
after. The two firft having fent for Port, after we were
gone to reft, and inquired of him, what articles we feemed
to be moft in want of on board the fhips; we found them
prepared to infift on our fharing with the garrifon under
their command, in what litcle ftock of proviftons they had
remaining. At the fame time they lamented, that we had
arrived at a feafon of the year, when there was always the
greatelt fcarcity of every thing amongft them; the floops
not being yet arrived, with their annual fupply, from
Okotik.

We agreed to accept the liberality of thefe hofpitable
ftrangers, with the belt grace we could; but on condition,
that we might be made acquainted with the price of the ar-
ticles we were to be fupplied with; and that Captain Clerke
fhould give bills to the amount, upon the Victualling Office
in London. This the Major pofitively refufed ; and when-
ever it was afterward urged, ftopped us fthort, by telling us,
he was certain, that he could not oblige his Miftrefs more,
than in giving every afliftance in his power to her good
friends and allies the Englifh ; and thart it would be a parti-
cular fatisfaction to her, to hear, that in fo remote a part of
the world, her dominions had afforded any relief to fhips
engaged in fuch fervices as ours; that he could not there-
fore alt fo contrary to the charalter of his Emprels, as to
accept of any bills ; but that, to accommodate the matter,
he would take a bare atteftation of the particulars, with

which
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which we might be furnifthed; and that this he fhould
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tran{mit to his Court, as a certificate of having performed «m

his duty. I fhall leave (he continued) to the two Courts, all
farther acknowledgments ; but cannot-confent to accept any
thing of the kind alluded to.

When this matter was adjufled, he began to inquire about
our private wants; faying, he thould confider himfelf as ill
ufed, if we had any dealings with the merchants, or applied
toany other perfon except himf{elf.

In return for fuch fingular generofity, we had little to
beftow but our admiration and our thanks, Fortunately,
however, Captain Clerke had fent by me a fet of prints and
maps, belonging to the laft voyage of Caprain Cook, which
he defired me to prefent in his name to the Commander;
who being an enthufiaft in every thing relating to difcove-
ries, received it with a fatisfation which fhewed, that,
though a trifle, nething could have been more acceptable.
Captain Clerke had likewife intrufted me with a difcretion-
ary power of fhewing him a chart of the difcoveries made
in the prefent voyage ; and as I judged, that a perfon in his
fituation, and of his turn of mind, would be exceedingly
gratified by a communication of this fort, though, out of
delicacy, he had forborn to afk more than a few general
queftions on the fubje&, 1 made no fcruple to repofe in him
a confidence, of which his whole conduét thewed him to be
deferving.

I had the pleafure to find, that he felt this compliment
as I hoped he would, and was much ftruck at feeing, in one
view, the whole of that coaft, as well on the fide of Afia ason
that of America, of which his countrymen had been fo many

7 years



214

1779.

ay.

A VOYACGCE. TO

years employed in acquiring a partial and imperfet
knowledge*.

Excepting this mark of confidence, and the fet of prints
I have already mentioned, we had brought nothing with
us that was in the leaft worth his acceptance; for it fcarce
deferves noticing, that I prevailed on his fon, a young boy,
to accept of a filver watch I happened to have about me;
and I made his little daughter very happy with two pair of
ear-rings, of French pafte. Befides thefe trifles, I left with
Captain Shmalefl the thermometer I had ufed on my
journey ; and he promifed me, to keep an exa regifter of
the temperature of the air for one year, and to tran{mit it
to Mr. Muller, with whom he had the pleafure of being
acquainted.

We dined this day at the Commander’s, who, ftudious on
every occafion to gratify our curiofity, had, befides a num-
ber of difhes drefled in our own way, prepared a great va-

riety of others, after the Ruffian and Kamt{chadale manner.

‘The afternoon was employed in taking a view of the town,

and the adjacent country. Bolcheretik is fituated in a low
fwampy plain, that extends to the fea of Okotlk, being
about forty miles long, and of a confiderable breadth. It

# On this occafion, Major Behm permitted us to examine all the maps and charts
that were in his poffeflion. Thofe relating to the peninfula of the Tfchutfki, were made
in conformity to the information colleéted by Plenifhner, between the years 1760 and
1770.  As the charts of Plenifhner were afterward made ufe of, according to Mr.
Coxe, in the compilation of the General Map of Ruflia, publithed by the Academy in
1776, it may be necefliry to obferve, that we found them exceedingly erroneous ;
and that the compilers of the General Map feem to have been led into fome miftakes
on his authority, Thofe, in which the iflands on the coaft of America were laid down,
we found to contain nothing new, and to be much lefs accurate than thofe we faw
at Oonalafhka.

lies
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lies on the North fide of the Bolchoi-reka (or great river),
between the mouth of the Gottfofka and the Biftraia, which
here empty themfelves into this river; and the peninfula,
on which it ftands, has been feparated from the continent
by a large canal, the work of the prefent Commander;
which has not only added much to its ftrength as a fortrefs,
but has made it much lefs liable, than it was before, to
inundations. Below the town, the river is from fix to eight
feet deep, and about a quarter of a mile broad. It empties
itfelf into the fea of Okotfk, at the diftance of twenty-two
miles ; where, according to Kratheninicoff, it is capable of
admitting veflels of a confiderable fize. There is no corn,
of any fpecies, cultivated in this part of the country; and
Major Behm informed me, that his was the only garden that
had yet been planted. The ground was, for the moft part,
covered with fnow ; that which was free from it appeared
full of fmall hillocks, of a black turfy nature. I {faw about
twenty or thirty cows; and the Major had f{ix ftout horfes.
Thefe, and their dogs, are the only tame animals they pof-
{efs ; the neceflity they are under, in the prefent ftate of the
country, of keeping great numbers of the latter, making it
impoflible to bring up any cattle, that are not in fize and
ftrength a match for them. For, during the fummer {ca-
fon, their dogs are entirely let loofe, and left to pro-
vide for themfelves; which makes them fo exceedingly
ravenous, that they will fometimes even attack the bul-
locks.

The houfes in Bolcheretfk are all of one fafhion, being
built of logs, and thatched. That of the Commander is
much larger than the refl, confifting of three rooms of a
confiderable fize, neatly papered, and which might have
been reckoned handfome, if the ta/c with which the win-

3 dows
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dows were covered, had not given them a poor and dif-
agreeable appearance. The town confifts of feveral rows
of low buildings, each confifting of five or fix dwellings, con-
nected together, with a long common paflage running the
length of them; on one fide of which is the kitchen and
flore-houfe ; and on the other the dwelling apartments.
Befides thefe, are barracks for the Ruflian foldiers and Cof-
facks; a well-looking church; and a court-room; and at
the end of the town a great number of Balagans, belonging
to the Kamtfchadales. The inhabitants, taken all together,
amount to between five and f{ix hundred. In the evening,
the Major gave a handfome entertainment; to which the
principal people of the town, of both fexes, were invited.

The next morning we applied privately to the merchant
Fedofitfch, to purchafe fome tobacco for the failors, who had
now been upward of a twelvemonth without this favourite
commodity. However, this, like all our other tranfaétions
of the fame kind, came immediately to the Major’s know-
ledge; and we were foon after furprifed to find, in our
houfe, four bags of tobacco, weighing upward of a hun-
dred pounds each, which he begged might be prefented, in
the name of himfelf, and the garrifon under his command,
to our failors. At the fame time, they had fent us twenty
loaves of fine fugar, and as many pounds of tea, being arti-
cles they underftood we were in great want of, which they
begged to be indulged in prefenting to the officers. Along
with thefe, Madame Behm had alfo fent a prefent for Cap-
tain Clerke, confilting of frefh butter, honey, figs, rice, and
fome other little things of the fame kind, attended with
many wifhes, that, in his infirm ftate of health, they might
be of fervice to him. It was in vain we tried to oppofe this
profufion of bounty, which I was really anxious to reftrain,

being
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being convinced, that they were giving away, not a fhare,
but almoft the whole ftock of the garrifon. The conftant
an{wer the Major returned us, on thofe occafions, was, that
we had fuffered a great deal, and that we muft needs be in
diftrefs. Indeed, the length of time we had been out, fince
we touched at any known port, appeared to them {o very in-
credible, that it required the teftimony of our maps, and
other corroborating circumftances, to gain their belief.
Amongft the latter was a very curious fact which Major
Behm related to us this morning, and which, he faid, but
forour arrival, he fhould have been totally at a lofs to ac-
count for.

It is well known, that the T{chut{ki are the only people,
of the North of Afia, who have maintained their independ-
ence, and refifted all the attempts that have been made by
the Ruflians to reduce them. The laft expedition againft
them was undertaken in the year 1750, and terminated,
after various fuccefs, in the retreat of the Ruflian forces,
and the lofs of the commanding officer. Since that time,
the Ruflians had removed their frontier fortre{s from the
Anadyr to the Ingiga, a river that empties itfelf into the
Northern extremity of the fea of Okotfk, and gives its name
to a gulf, fituated to the Weft of that of Penfhinfk. From
this fort, Major Behm had received difpatches the day of our
arrival at Bolcheretfk, containing intelligence, that a tribe,
or party, of the T{chutfki, had arrived at that place with
propofitions of friendfhip, and a voluntary offer of tribute;
that on inquiring into the caufe of this unexpected altera-
~tion in their fentiments, they had informed his people, that
toward the latter end of the laft fummer they had been vi-
fited by two very large Ruflian boats; that they had been
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treated by the people, who were in them, with the greateft
kindnefs, and had entered into a league of friendfhip and
amity with them; and that, relying on this frieadly dif=
pofition, they were now come to the Ruflian fort, in order
to fettle a wreaty, on fuch terms as might be acceptable to
both nations. This extraordinary hiftory had occafioned

much fpeculation, both at Ingigintk and Bolcheretik; and,
had we not furnifthed them with a key to it, muft have re-

mained perfectly unintelligible. We felt no {mall fatisfac-
tion in having, though accidentally, thewn the Ruffians, in
this inftance, the only true way of colleting tribute, and
extending their dominions ; and in the hopes that the good
underftanding, which this event hath given rife to, may re-
fcue a brave people from the future invafions of fuch power-
ful neighbours.

We dined, this day, with Captain Shmalefl, and in the
afternoon, in order to vary our amufements, he treated us
with an exhibition of the Ruffian and Kamtfchadale dancing.
No defeription can convey an adequate idea of this rude and
uncouth entertainment, The figure of the Ruflian dance
was much like thofe of our hornpipes, and was danced ei-
ther fingle, or by two or four perfons at a time. Their
fteps were fhort and quick, with the feet fcarce raifed from#
the ground; the arms were fixed clofe to the fides; the body
being all the while kept upright and immoveable, except-
ing when the parties pafled each other, at which time the
hand was raifed with a quick and awkward motion. But if
the Ruffian dance was at the fame time both unmeaning
and ridiculous, the Kamt{chadale joined to the latter quality
the moft whimfical idea that ever entered into any people’s
heads, It is intended to reprefent the awkward and clumfy

1 geftures
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geftures of the bear, which thefe people have frequent op-
portunities of obferving in a great variety of fituations. It
will fcarcely be expected that I fhould give a minute de-
fcription of all the ftrange poftures which were exhibited
on thefe occafions; and I fhall therefore only mention,
that the body was always bowed, and the knees bent, whilft

the arms were ufed in imitating the tricks and attitudes of
that animal.

As our journey to Bolcheretik had taken up more time
than we expected, and we were told that our return might
prove ftill more difficult and tedious, we were under the ne-
ceflity of acquainting the commander, this evening, with
our intention of fetting out the next day. It was not with-
out the utmoft regret we thought of leaving our new ac-
quaintance ; and were therefore moft agreeably furprifed,
when the Major told us, that if we could ftay one day longer,
he would accompany us. He had, he faid, made up his
difpatches, and refigned the command of Kamtfchatka to
his fucceflor Captain Shmaleff, and had prepared every thing
for his departure to Okot{k, which was to take place in a few
days; but that he fhould feel great pleafure in putting off
his journey a little longer, and returning with us to Saint
Peter and Saint Paul’s, that he might himfelf be a witnefs

of every thing being done for us, that it was in their power
to do.

In return for the few trifles I had given to the children of
Major Behm, I was, next morning, the 15th, prefented, by
his little boy, with a moft magnificent Kamt{chadale drefs,
which fhall be defcribed in its proper place. It was of the
kind worn by the principal Toiors of the country, on occa-
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fions of great ceremony; and, as I was afterward told, by
Fedofitfch, could not have been purchafed for one hundred
and twenty roubles. At the fame time I had a prefent from
his daughter, of a handfome fable muff.

We afterward dined with the Commander, who, in order
to let us fee as much of the manners of the inhabitants, and
of the cuftoms of the country, as our time would permit,
invited the whole of the better fort of people in the village
to his houfe this evening. All the women appeared very
fplendidly drefled, after the Kamtfchadale fafthion. The
wives of Captain Shmaleff, ard the other officers of the gar-
rifon, were prettily drefled, half in the Siberian, and half
in the European mode; and Madame Behm, in order to
make the ftronger contraft, had unpacked part of her bag-
gage, and put on a rich European drefs. Iwas much ftruck
with the richnefs and variety of the filks which the women
wore, and the fingularity of their habits. The whole was
like fome enchanted {cenc in the midft of the wildeft and
moft dreary country inthe world. Our entertainment again
confiiled of dancing and finging.

The next morning being fixed for our departure, we re-
tired early to our lodgings, where the firft things we faw
were three travelling drefles, made after the fafhion of the
country, which the Major had provided for us, who came
himf{elf to our houfe foon after, to fee all our things packed
up, and properly taken care of. Indeed, what with his
liberal prefents, and the kindnefs of Captain Shmalefl, and
many other individuals, who all begged to throw in their
inite, together with the ample flock of provifions he had {ent
us for our journey, we had amafled no inconfiderable load of
baggage.

5 Early
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Early in the morning, every thing being ready for our
departure, we were invited to call on Madame Behm, in
our way to the boats, and take our leave of her. Imprefled,
as our minds were, with fentiments of the warmeft grati-

tude, by the attentive, benevolent, and generous treatment

we had met with atBolcheretfk, they were greatly heighten-
ed, by the affeCting {cene which prefented itfelf to us, on
leaving our lodgings. All the foldiers and Coflacks, belong-
ing to the garrifon, were drawn up on one hand, and the
male inhabitants of the town, dreflfed out in their beft
clothes, on the other; and, as foon as we came out of the
houfe, the whole body of the people joined in a melancholy
fong, which, the Major told us, it was ufual, in that coun-
try, to fing on taking leave of their friends. In this man-
ner we marched down to the Commander’s houfe, preceded
by the drums and mulfic of the garrifon, where we were re-
ceived by Madame Behm, attended by the ladies, who were
drefled in long filk cloaks, lined with very valuable furs of
different colours, which made a moft magnificent appear-
ance. After partaking of fome refrefhment, that was pre-
pared for us, we went down to the water-fide, accompanied
by the ladies, who now joined the fong with the reft of the
inhabitants ; and as foon as we had taken leave of Madame

Behm, and aflured her of the grateful fenfe we fhould ever

retain of the hofpitality of Bolcheretfk, we found ourfelves
too much affeéted, not to haflen into the boats with all the
expedition we could. When we put off, the whole com-
pany gave us three cheers, which we returned from the
boat; and, as we were doubling a point, where for the laft
time we faw our friendly entertainers, they took their fare-
wel in another cheer. :

We
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We found the fiream, on our return, fo exceedingly rapid
that notwithftanding the Coffacks and Kamtfchadales ufed
their utmoft exertions, we did not reach the firft village,
Opatchin, till the evening of the 17th, which was at the rate
of about twenty miles a day. We got to Natcheekin on the
1gth; and, on the 20th, we crofled the plain to Karatchin.
We found the road much better than when we had pafled it
before, there having been a {mart froft on the night of
the 19th. On the 21ft, we proceeded down the Awatfka
River; and, before it was dark, got over the fhoals which
lie at the entrance of the bay. During the whole courfe of
our journecy, we were much pleafed with the great good-
will with which the Toious, and their Kamtfchadales, afforded
us their afliftance, ar the different ¢ffrogs through which we
pafled ; and I could not but obferve the pleafure that appear-
ed in their countenances, on feeing the Major, and their
ftrong exprefiions of forrow, on hearing he was {o foon go-
ing to leave them.

We had difpatched a meflenger to Captain Clerke, from
Bolcheretik, with an account of our reception, and of the
Major’s intention of returning with us; at the fame time,
apprizing him of the day he might probably expet to fee
us. We were therefore very well pleafed to obferve, as we
approached the harbour, all the boats of the two thips com-
ing toward us, the men clean, and the officers as well
drefled as the {carcity of our clothing would permit. The
Major was much ftruck at the robuft and healthy ap-
pearance of the boats crews, and {till more at feeing
molt of them without any other covering than a fhirt
and trowfers, although at the very moment it actually
fnowed.

As
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As Major Behm had exprefled his intentions of vifiting
the thips before he landed, as foon as we arrived off the
town, I defired to receive his commands; when remarking,
that from the account we had given of the very bad ftate of
Captain Clerke’s health, it might be imprudent to difturb
him at fo late an hour (it being now paft nine o’clock), he
thought it, he faid, moft advifeable to remain that night on
fhore, Accordingly, after attending him to the ferjeant’s
houfe, I took my leave, for the prefent, and went on board
to acquaint Captain Clerke with my proceedings at Bolche-
retik. It was with the utmoft concern I found, that in the
fortnight we had been abfent, this excellent officer was
much altered for the worfe, inflead of reaping that advan-
tage we flattered ourfelves he might, from the repofe of the
harbour, and the milk and vegetable diet with which he was

fupplied.

As foon as I had difpatched this bufinefs, I returned to the
Major, and the next morning conduéted him to the fhips;
where, on his arrival, he was faluted with thirteen guns,
and received with every other mark of diftintion, that it
was in our power to pay him. He was attended by the
Commander of one of the Ruffian galliots, the mafter of a
floop that lay in the harbour, two merchants from Bolche-
retfk, and the prieft of the neighbouring village of Para-
tounca, for whom he appeared to entertain the higheft
refpe, and whom I fhall hereafter have occafion to men-
tion, on account of his great kindnefs to Captain Clerke.

After vifiting the Captain, and taking a view of both the
thips, he returned to dinner on board the Refolution; and,
in the afternoon, the various curiofities we had colleéted in

the courfe of our voyage, were fhewn him, and a complete
affortment
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affortment of every article prefented to him by Captain
Clerke. On this occafion I muft not pafs over an inftance of
great generofity and gratitude in the failors of both fhips;
who, when they were told of the handfome prefentof to-
bacco that was made them by the Major, defired, entirely
of their own accord, that their grog might be ftopped, and
their allowance of fpirits prefented, on their part, to the
garrifon of Bolcheretfk, as they faid they had reafon to con-
clude that brandy was {carce in the country, and would be
very acceptable to them, fince the foldiers on fhore had of-
fered four roubles a bottle for it. We, who knew how
much the failors always felt, whenever their allowance of
grog was ftopped, which was generally done in warm wea-
ther, that they might have it in a greater proportion in cold,
and that this offer would deprive them of it during the in-
clement feafon we had to expect in our next expedition to
the North, could not but admire fo extraordinary a facrifice;
and that they might not fuffer by ir, Captain Clerke, and
the reft of the officers fubftituted in the room of the very
fmall quantity the Major could be prevailed on to accept, the
fame quantity of rum. This, with a dozen or two.of Cape
wine, for Madame Behm, and fuch other little prefents as
were in our power to beftow, were accepted in the moft
obliging manner. The next morning the tobacco was di-
vided between thecrews of the two fhips, three pounds being
allotted to every man that chewed or {moked tobacco, and
one pound to thofe that did not.

I'have before mentioned, that Major Behm had refigned the
command of Kamtfchatka, and intended to fet out in a fhort
time for Peterfburg; and he now offered to charge himfelf
with any difpatches we might truft to his care. This was
an opportunity not to be neglected ; and accordingly Cap-

tain
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tain Clerke acquainted him, that he would take the liberty
of fending by him fome papers relating to our voyage, to
be delivered to our Ambaflador at the Ruffian court. Our
firlt intentions were to fend only a fmall journal of our pro-
ceedings ; but afterward, Captain Clerke being perfuaded
that the whole account of our .difcoveries might fafely be
trufled to a perfon who had given fuch ftriking proofs both
of his public and private virtues; and confidering that we
had a very hazardous part of the voyage ftill to undertake,
determined to fend, by him, the whole of the journal of our
late Commander, with that part of his own, which com-
pleted the period from Caprain Cook’s death, till our ar-
rival at Kamt{chatka ; together with a chartof all aur difco-
veries. Mr. Bayly, and myfelf, thought it alfo proper to fend
a general account of our proceedings to the board of longi-
tude ; by which precautions, if any misfortune had after-
ward befallen us, the Admiralty would have been in poflef-
fion of a complete hiftory of the principal faéts of our voy-
age. It was alfo determined, thata fmaller pacquet fhould
be fent by an exprefs from Okotfk, which, the Major faid,
if he was fortunate in his paflage to that port, would reach
Peterfburg by December; and that he himfelf {hould be there
in February or March.

During the three following days, the Major was enter-
tained alternately in the two fhips, in the beft manner we
were able. On the 25th, he took his leave, and was faluted
with thirteen guns; and the failors, at their own defire,
gave him three cheers, The next morning, Mr. Webber,
and myfelf, attended him a few miles up the Awatfka
River, where we met the Ruflian prieft, his wife and chil-
dren, who werc waiting to take the laft farewel of their
commander.,

Vou. IIL Gg It
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It was hard to {fay, whether the good prieft and his family,
or ourfelves, were moft afle¢ted on taking our leave of
Major Behm. Short as our acquaintance had been, his no-
ble and difinterefled conduét had infpired us with the high-
clt refpect and efteem for him; and we could not part with
a perfon to whom we were under fuch obligations, and
whom we had little profpect of ever' feeing again, without
feeling the moft tender concern. The intrinfic value of the
private prefents we received from him, exclufive of the
ftores which might be carried to a public account, muft
have amounted, according to the current price of articles in
that country, to upward of two hundred pounds. But this
generofity, extraordinary as it muft appear in itfelf, was
exceeded by the delicacy with which all his favours were
conferred, and the artful manner in which he endeavoured
to prevent our feeling the weight of obligations, which he
knew we had no means of requiting. If we go a ftep fur-
ther, and confider him as fupporting a public character, and
maintaining the honour of a great Sovereign, we fhall find a
{lill higher fubject of admiration, in the jult and enlarged
fentiments by which he was attuated. ¢ The fervice in
“ which you are employed,” he would often fay, « is for
“ the general advantage of mankind, and therefore gives
“ you aright, not merely to the offices of humanity, but to
¢« the privileges of citizens, in whatever country you may
« be thrown. Tam fure I am ating agreeably to the withes
“ of my Miflrefs, in affording you all the relief in our
“ power; and I cannot forget either her chara&er, or my
own honour, fo much, as to barter for the performance
« of a duty.,” At other times, he would tell us, that he
was particularly defirous of fetting a good example to the
Kamtfchadales, who, he faid, were but jult emerging from

a ftate
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a f{tate of barbarifm ; that they looked up to the Ruffians
as their patterns in every thing ; and that he had hopes they
might, in future, look upon it as a duty incumbent upon
them to aflift ftrangers to the utmoft of their power, and be-
lieve, that fuch was the univerfal pratice of civilized na-
tions. To all this muft be added, that, after having re-
lieved, to the utmoft of his abilities, all our prefent diftrefles,
he thewed himfelf not much lefs mindful of our future
wants ; and, as he fuppofed it more than probable we thould
not difcover the paflage we were in fearch of, and therefore
fhould return to Kamtfchatka in the fall of the year, he
made Captain Clerke give him a lift of what cordage and
flour we fhould want, and promifed they fhould be fent
from Okotfk, and wait our arrival.. For the fame purpofe,
he gave Captain Clerke a paper, enjoining all the fubjects
of the Emprefs, whom we might happen to meet, to give us

every afliftance in their power.

227

1770.



1779+
May.

Friday 7.

A NOYAGCE.TO

C HA P JdlL

Continuation of Tranfaétions in the Harbour of St. Peter

and St. Paul.—Abundance of Fifb.—Death of a Sea-
man belonging to the Refolution.—The Ruffian Hofpital put
under the Care of the Ship’s Surgeons.—Supply of Flour
and Cattle~—Celebration of the King's Birth-day.—
Difficilties in [ailing out of the Bay.—Eruption of
a Volcano.~Steer to the Northward.—Cheepoonfloi Vofs.
—Errors of the Ruffian Charts.—Kamt/chatfksi Nojs,
—OQlutorfroi  NVofs.—Tfchukotfhai Nofs.~Ifland of St.
Laurence~View, from the fame Point, of the Coafls of
Afia and America, and the Iflands of St. Diomede.—
Various Attempts to get to the North, between the two
Continents.—Qbflruiled by impenetrable Ice.—Sea-bhorf:s
and white Bears killed —Captain Clerke's Determination,
and future Defigns.

AVING concluded the laft chapter with an account of
our return from Bolcheretlk, accompanied by Major

Behm, the Commander of Kamtf{chatka, and of his departure;
I fhall proceed to relate the tranfactions that pafied in the
harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul during our abfence. On
the 7th of May, foon after we had left the bay, a large
piece of ice drove acrofs the cut-water of the Refolution,
and brought home the fmall bower anchor. This obliged
them'to weigh the other anchor, and mcor again. The

carpenters,



THE PACIETC  OEEAN,

carpenters, who were employed in fltopping the leak, were
obliged to take off a great part of the fheathing from the
bows, and found many of the trunnels fo very lcofe and
rotten, as to be eafily drawn out with the fingers.

On the 11th, they had heavy gales from the North Eaft,
which obliged both the fhips to flrike yards and topmafts ;
but in the afternoon the weather being more moderate, and
the ice having drifted away as far as the mouth of the
harbour of St. Peter and St, Paul, they warped clofe to the
{hore for the greater convenience of watering and wooding,
and again moored as before; the town bearing North half
Weft, half a mile diftant, and the mouth of the bay, fhut
in by the Southernmoft point of Rakowina harbour, South.

The next day a party was {ent on fthore to cut wood, but
made little progrels on account of the fnow, which ftill co-
vered the ground. A convenient fpot was cleared away
abreaft of the fthips, where there was a fine run of water;
and a tent being erected for the cooper, the empty cafks
were landed, and the fail-makers fent on fhore.

On the 1 5th, the beach being clear of ice, the people were
fent to haul the feine, and caught an abundant fupply of
fine flat fith for both the fhips companies. Indeed, from
this time, during the whole of our flay in the harbour, we
were abfolutely overpowered with the quantities of fith which
came in from every quarter. The Ztins, both of this town,
and of Paratounca, a village in the neighbourhood, had re-
ceived orders from Major Behm to employ all the Kamt-
f{chadales in our fervice; fo that we frequently could not
take into the thips the prefents that were fent us. They
confifted, in general, of flat fith, cod, trout, and herring.
Thefe laft, which were in their full perfetion, and of a

‘ delicious
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delicious flavour, were exccedingly abundant in this bay.
The Difcovery’s people furrounded, at one time, fo great a
quantity in their feine, that they were obliged to throw a
vafl number out, left the net fhould be broken to pieces ;
and the cargo they landed was afterward {o plentiful, that,
befides a f{ufficient flore for immediate ufe, they filled as
many cafks as they could fpare for falting; and, after fend-
ing to the Refolution a fuflicient quantity for the fame
purpofe, they left feveral buthels behind on the beach.

The {fnow now began to difappear very rapidly, and abun-
dance of wild garlic, celery, and nettle tops were gathered
for the ufe of the crews; which being boiled with wheat
and portable foup, made them a wholefome and comfort-
able breakfaft; and with this they were fupplied every morn-
ing. The birch-trees were alfo tapped, and the {weet juice,
which they yielded in great quantities, was conftantly mixed
with the men’s allowance of brandy.

The next day, a fmall bullock, which had been procured
for the fhips companies by the ferjeant, was killed; and
weighed two hundred and feventy-two pounds. It was
ferved out to both crews for their Sunday’s dinner, being
the firlt piece of frefh beef they had tafted fince our de-
parture from the Cape of Good Hope in December 1776, a
period of near two years and a half,

This evening died john Macintofh, the earpenter’s mate,
after having laboured under a dyfentery ever fince our de-
parture from the Sandwich Iflands: he was a very hard
working quiet man, and much regretted by his mefs-mates.
He was the fourth perfon we loft by ficknefs during the
voyage; but the firft who could be faid, from his age, and
the conftitutional habits. of his body, to have had, on our

X ' fetting
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fetting out, an equal chance with the reft of his comrades:
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Watman, we fuppofed to be about fixty years of age; and il

Roberts, and Mr. Anderfon, from the decay, which had
evidently commenced before we left England, could nor,
in all probability, under any circumflances, have lived a
greater length of time than they did.

I have already mentioned, that Captain Clerke’s health
continued daily to decline, notwithftanding the falutary
change of diet, which the country of Kamt{chatka afforded
him, The prieft of Paratounca, as foon as he heard of the
infirm ftate ke was in, fupplied him every day with bread,
milk, frefh butter, and fowls, though his houfe was fixteen
miles from the harbour where we lay.

On our firft arrival, we found the Ruflian hofpital, which
is near the town of St. Peter and St. Paul, in a condition truly
deplorable. All the foldiers were, more or lefs, affected by
the fcurvy, and a great many in the laft ftage of that dif-
order. The relt of the Ruflian inhabitants were alfo in the
fame condition; and we particularly remarked, that our
friend the ferjeant, by making too free with the {pirits we
gave him, had brought on himfelf, in the courfe of a few
days, fome of the moft alarming fymptoms of that malady.
In this lamentable ftate, Captain Clerke put them all under
the care of our furgeons, and ordered a fupply of four krout,
and malt, for wort, to be furnifhed for their ufe. It was
aftonithing to obferve the alteration in the figures of al-
moft every perfon we met on our return from Bolcheretfk ;
and I was informed, by our furgeons, that they attributed

their {fpeedy recovery principally to the effets of the fwcet
Wort,

On
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On the 1t of June we got on board two hundred and fifty

_—~ poods,ornine thoufand pound weight of rye flour, with which

Tuefday 1.

Friday 4.

Sunday 6.

we were {upplied from the ftores of St. Peter and St. Paul’s;
and the Difcovery had a proportional quantity. The men
were immediately put on full allowance of bread, which
they had not been indulged in fince our leaving the Cape of

- Good Hop}: The fame day, our watering was completed,

having got on board fixty-five tons.

On the, 4th, we had freth breezes, and hard rain, which
difappointed us in our defign of drefling the fhips, and
obliged us to content ourfelves with firing twenty-one guns,

in honour of the day, and celebrating it in other refpects
in the beft manner we were able. Port, who was left with

us on account of his fkill in languages, behaved himfelf
with fo much modefty and difcretion, that, as foon as his
mafter was gone, he was no longer Jean Port, but Monfieur
Port, the interpreter; and partook, as well as the ferjeant
(in his capacity of commander of the place), of the enter-
tainment of the day. Our worthy friend, the pricft of Para-
tounca, having got intelligence of its being our king's

birth-day, gave alfo a fumptuous feaft; at which fome of

our gentlemen were prefent, who feemed highly delighted
with their entertainment, which confifted of abundance of
good eating and drinking, together with dancing.

On the 6th, twenty head of cattle were fent us by the
Commander’s orders from the Verchnei offrog, which is fitu-
ated on the river Kamtfchatka, at the diftance of near a
hundred miles from this place, in a direct line. They were
of'a moderate fize; and, notwithftanding the Kamt{chadales
had been feventeen days in driving them down to the har-
bour, arrived in good condition. The four following days

5 were
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were employed in making ready for fea; and, on the 11th,
at two in the morning, we began to unmoor; but, before
we had got one anchor up, it blew fo ftrong a gale from the
North Eaft, that we kept faft, and moored again; conjectur-
ing, from the pofition of the entrance of the bay, that the
current of wind would fet up the channel. Accordingly,
the pinnace being fent out to examine the paflage, returned
with an account, that the wind blew fltrong from the South
Eaft, with a great {well, fetting into the bay, which would
have made any attempt to get to fea very hazardous.

Our friend Port now took his leave of us, and carried with
him the box with our journals, which was to go by the
Major, and the pacquet that was to be fent exprefs. On the
12th, the weather being moderate, we began to unmoor
again; but, after &eaking'the meflenger, and reeving a
running purchafe with a fix inch hawfer, which alfo
broke three times, we were obliged, at laft, to heave a
ftrain at low water, and wait for the flowing of the tide to
raife the anchor. This project fucceeded ; but not without
damaging the cable in the wake of the hawfe. At three,
we weighed the beft bower, and fet fail; and, at eight,
having little wind, and the tide making againft us, we
dropped anchor again in ten fathoms, off the mouth of
Rakowina harbour; the ¢freg bearing North by Eaft half
Eaft, two miles and a half diftant; the needle rocks on the
Eaft fide of the paffage South South Eaft half Eaft; and the
high rock, on the Weft fide of the paffage, South.

On the 13th, at four in the morning, we got under way
with the ebb tide ; and, there being a dead calm, the boats
were {ent ahead to tow the fhips. At ten, the wind
{pringing up from the South Eaft by South, and the tide

Vou. III, Hh having
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having turned, we were again obliged to drop anchor in
feven fathoms; the Three Needle Rocks bearing South half
Faft; and the ofrog North half Eaft, at the diftance of one
mile from the neareft land. After dinner, I went, with
Captain Gore, on fhore on the Eaft fide of the paflfage, where
we faw, in two different places, the remains of extenfive
villages ; and, on the fide of the hill, an old ruined parapet,
with fouror five embrafures. It commanded the paflage up
the mouth of the bay; and, in Beering’s time, as he him-
felf mentions, had guns mounted on it. Near this place,
were the ruins of fome caverns under ground, which we
fuppofed to have been magazines.

At fix in the afternoon we weighed with the ebb tide, and
turned to windward ; but, at eight, a thick fog arifing, we
were obliged to bring to, asour foundirﬁs could not afford us
a fufficient direction for fteering between feveral funk rocks,
which lie on each fide of the paflage we had to make. In
the morning of the 14th, the fog clearing away, we weighed
as foon as the tide began to ebb; and, having little wind,
fent the boats ahead to tow; but, at ten o’clock, both the
wind and tide fet in fo ftrong from the fea, that we were
again obliged to drop anchor in thirteen, fathoms, the high
rock bearing Welt one quarter South, diftant three quarcers
of a mile. We remained faft for the reft of the day, the
wind blowing frefh into the mouth of the bay; ar;d, to-
ward evening, the weather had a very unufual appearance,
being exceedingly dark and cloudy, with an unfertled fhift--
ing wind.

Before day-light, on the 15th, we were furprifed with a
rumbling noife, refembling diftant hollow thunder; and,
when the day broke, we found the decks and fides of the

7 flxips
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thips covered with a fine duft like emery, near an inch
thick. The air, at the fame time, continued loaded and
darkened with this fubftance ;. and, toward the wolano
mountain, fituated to the North of the harbour, it was fo
thick and black, that we could not diftinguifth the body of
the hill. About twelve o'clock, and, during the afternoon,
the explofions became louder, and were followed by thowers
of cinders, which were, in general, about the fize of peas ;
though many were picked up from the deck larger than
a hazel nut. Along with the cinders fell feveral fmall ftones,
which had undergone no change from the action of fire. In
the evening we had dreadful thunder and lightning, which,
with the darknefs of the atmofphere, and the fulphureous
{mell of the air, produced altogether a moft awful and terri-

fying effect. We Were, at this time, about eight leagues
from the foot of the mountain.

On the 16th, at day-light, we again weighed anchor, and
ftood out of the bay; but the ebb-tide fetting acrofs the paf-
fage upon the Eaftern thore, and the wind falling, we were
driven very near the Three Needle Rocks, which lie on that
fide of the entrance, and obliged to hoift out the boats, in
order to tow the thips clear of them. At noon we were two
leagues from the land, and had foundings with forty-
three fathoms of line, over a bottom of {mall ftones, of the
fame kind with thofe which fell on our decks, after the
eruption of the wolcano; but whether they had been left
there by the laft, or by fome former eruptions, we were not
able to determine.

The afpect of the country was now very different from
what it had been on our firft arrival. The {now, excepting
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difappeared; and the fides of the hills, which, in many
parts, were well wooded, were covered with a beautiful ver-
dure.

As it was Captain Clerke’s intention to keep as much in
fight of the coaft of Kamt{chatka as the weather would per-
mit, in order to determine its pofition, we continued fteering
to the North North Eaft, with light and variable winds, till
the.18th, The wdlcano was {lill {feen throwing up immenfe
volumes of {moke; and we had no foundings with one hun-
dred and fifty fathoms, at the diftance of four leagues from
the fhore.

On the 18th, the wind frefhening from the South, the
weather became fo thick and hazy, as to make it impru-
dent to attempt any longer to keep in fight of the land. But
that we might be ready to refume oUf furvey, whenever
the fogs thould difperfe, we ran on in the direction of the
coaft, as laid down in the Ruffian charts, and fired fignal
guns for the Difcovery to fteer the fame courfe. At eleven
o’clock, juft before we loft fight of the land, Cheeponikoi
Nofs, fo called by the Ruflians (a defcription of which, as
well as the coaft between it and Awatfka Bay, will be given
hereafter), bore North North Eaft, diftant feven or eight
leagues.

On the 20th, at three in the morning, the weather having
cleared up, we ftood in toward the land; and in an hour’s
time faw it ahead, extending from North Weft to North
North Eaft, diftant about five leagues. The North part we
took to be Kronotfkoi Nofs; its pofition in the Ruflian charts
agreeing nearly with our reckoning as to its latitude, which
was 54° 42'; but, in longitude, we differed from them con-
fiderably, they placing it 1° 48’ Eaft of Awatlka; whereas,

our



THE: PACIEYFG DOCE AN.

our reckoning, corrected by the time-keepers and lunar ob-
fervations, makes it 3° 34’ Eaftward of that place, or162° 1%’
Eaft from Greenwich. The land about this cape is very
high, and the inland mountains were ftill covered with fnow.
The {hore breaks off in fteep cliffs, and the coaft is without
any appearance of inlets or bays. 'We had not been long
gratified with this fight of the land, when the wind frefhen-
ed from the South Weft, and brought on a thick fog, which
obliged us to ftand off to the North Eaft by Eaft. The wea-
ther clearing up again at noon, we fteered toward the land,
expcting to fall in with Kamt{chatfkoi Nofs, and had fight
“of it at day-break of the 21it,

The Southerly wind was foon after fucceeded by a light
breeze blowing off ghe land, which prevented our approacht
ing the coaft fuflici€iitly near to defcribe its afpe, or alcer-
tain, with accuracy, its direCtion. At noon our latitude, by
obfervation, was §5° 52, and longitude (deduced from a
comparifon of many lunar obfervations, taken near this
time, with the time-keepers), 163° s0'; the extremities of
the land bearing North Weft by Weft, three quarters Weft,
and North by Weft three quarters Weft, the neareft part
about cight leagues diftant. At nine o'clock in the evening,
having approached about two leagues nearer the coaft, we
found it formed a projecting peninfula, extending about
twelve leagues in a dire¢tion nearly North and South, It is
level, and of a moderate height, the Southern extremity
terminating in a low floping point; that to the North form-
ing a fteep blufl head; and bet.ween them, about four
leagues to the Southward of the Northern Cape, there is a
confiderable break in the land. On each fide of this break
the land is quite low ; beyond the opening rifes a remark-
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able faddle-like hill ; and a chain of high mountains, co-
vered with fnow, ranges along the back of the whole pen-
infula.

As the coaft runs in an even direction, we were at a
great lofs where to place Kamtfchatfkoi Nofs, which, ac-
cording to Muller, forms a projeting point about the
middle of the peninfula, and which certainly does not exift;
but I have fince found, that, in the general map publifhed
by the academy of Peterfburg in 1776, that name is given
to the Southern cape. This was found, by feveral accurate
obfervations, to be in latitude §56° 3', longitude 163° 20’ ; the
difference in longitude, from the Ruflian charts, being the
fame as at Kronotfkoi Nofs. The variation of the compafs at
this time was 10” Eaft. To the Southward of this peninfula
the great river Kamtichatka falls into the fea.

As the feafon was too far advanced to admit of our making
an accurate furvey of the coaft of Kamt{chatka, it was Cap-
tain Clerke’s plan, in our run to Beering’s Straits, to de-
termine principally the pofitions of the projeting points of
the coaft. We, therefore, direted our courfe acrofs an ex-
tenfive bay, laid down between Kamtfchatfkoi Nofs and
Olutorfkoi Nofs, intending to make the latter; which, ac-
cording to the Ruflian geographers, terminates the penin-
fula called Kamt{chatka, and becomes the Southern boun-
dary of the Koriaki country.

On the 22d, we pafled a dead whale, which emitted a
horrid ftench, perceivable at upward of a league’s diftance ;
it was covered with a great number of fea-birds, that were
feafting on it.

On the 24th, the wind, which had varied round the com-
pafs the three preceding days, fixed at South Weft, and

brought
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brought clear weather, with which we continued our courfe
to the North Eaft by North, acrofs the bay, without any land
in fight.

This day we faw a great number of gulls, and were wit-
nefles to the difgufting mode of feeding of the arctic gull,
which has procured it the name of the parafite, and which,
if the reader is not already acquainted with it, he will find
in the note below*,

On the 25th, atone o'clock in the afternoon, being in lati-
tude 59° 12/, longitude 168° g5', the wind frefhening from
the fame quarter, a thick fog fucceeded ; and this unforru-
nately juft at the time we expected to fee Olutorfkoi Nofs,
which, if Muller places it right in latitude 59° 30/, and in
longitude 167° 36, could only have then been twelve leagues
from us; at which" diftance, land of a moderate height
might cafily have been feen. But if the fame error in lon-
gitude prevails here, which we have hitherto invariably
found, it would have been much nearer us, even before the
fog came on; and as we faw no appearance of land at that
time, it mufl either have been very low, or there muit be
fome miftake of latitude in Muller’s account. We tried
foundings, but had no ground with one hundred and fixty
fathoms of line.

The weather ftill thickening, and preventing a nearer ap-
proach to the land, at five we fteered Eaft by North, which
is fomewhat more Eafterly than the Ruflian charts lay down
the trending of the coaft from Olutorfkoi Nofs. The next
day, we had a frefh gale from the South Weft, which lafled

* This bird, which is fomewhat larger than the common gull, purfues the latter
kind whenever it meets them ; the gull, after flying for fome time, with loud fcreams,

and evident marks of great terror, drops its dung, which its purfuer immediately.

darts at, and catches before it falls into the fea.

till
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till the 27th at noon, when the fogs clearing away, we ftood
to the Northward, in order to make the land. The latitude
at noon, by obfervation, was §¢° 49', longitude 175" 43'.
Notwithftanding we faw fhags in the forenoon, which are
fuppofed never to go far from land, yet there was no ap-
pearance of it this day; but on the 28th, at fix in the morn-
ing, we got fight of it to the North Weft. The coaft thews
itfelf in hills of a moderate height; but inland, others are
{een to rife confiderably. We could obferve no wood, and the
fnow lying upon them in patches, gave the whole a very
barren appearance. At nine, we were about ten miles from
the thore, the Southern extremity bearing Weft by South,
fix leagues diftant, beyond whichthe coaft appeared to trend
to the Weftward. This point being in latitude 61° 48', lon-
gitude 174° 48, lies, according to thegRuflian charts, near
the mouth of the river Opuka. At the fame time, the
Northern extreme bore North by Weft; between which and
a hill bearing North Weft by Weft a quarter Weft, and at this
diftance appearing to us like an ifland, the coaft feemed to
bend to the Weflward, and form a deep bay.

About eight miles from land, we perceived ourfelves in a
ftrong rippling ; and being apprehenfive of foul ground, we
bore away to the North Eaft, along the thore ; notwithftand-
ing, on heaving the lead, we found regular foundings of
twenty-four fathoms, over a gravelly bottom; from whence
we concluded, that this appearance was occafioned by a tide,
at that time running to the Southward. At noon, the ex-
tremes of the land bearing Weft South Weft three-quarters
Weft, and North North Eaft three-quarters Eaft, diftant from
the neareft fhore four leagues, we were abreaft of the low
land, which we now perceived to join the two points, where
we had before expected to find a deep bay. The coaft bends

a little
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alittle to the Weftward, and has a fmall inlet, which may
probably be the mouth of fome trifling fiream. - Our lati-
tude, by obfervation, was 61° 56, and longitude 175° 43/,
and the variation of the compafs 17° 30’ Eaft.

We continued, during the afternoon, to run along the
thore, at the diftance of four or five leagues, with a mode-
ratc Wefterly breeze, carrying regular foundings from
twenty-eight to thirty-fix facthoms. The coaft prefented the
fame barren afpect as to the Southward; the hills rifing
confiderably inland, but to what height, the clouds on their
tops put it out of our power to determine. At eight in the
evening, land was thought to have been feen to the Eaft by
North, on which we fteered to the Southward of Eaft; but
it turned out to be only a fog bank. At midnight, the ex-
treme point bearing North Eaft a quarter Eaft, we {fuppofed
it to be Saint Thadeus’s Nofs; to the Southward of which,
the land trends to the Weftward, and forms a deep bighrt,
wherein, according to the Ruffian charts, lies the river
Karirka. '

On the 29th, the weather was unfettled and variable,
with the wind from the North Eaft. At nocn of the joth,
our latitude, by obfervation, was 61° 48, and longitude
18.° o' ; at which time Saint Thadeus’s Nofs bore North
North Weft, twenty-three leagues diftant, and beyond it
we obferved the coaft ftretching almoft dire&ly North. The
moft Eafterly point of the Nofs is in latitude 62° 50/, and
longitude 179° ¢, being 3:° more to the Eaft, than what the
Ruflians make it. The land about it muft be of a confider-
able height from its being feen at {o great a diftance. Dur-
ing the two laft days, we faw numbers of whales, large
feals, and fea-horfes; alfo gulls, fea-parrots, and alba-
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trofles.. ‘We took the advantage of a little calm wea-

ther to try for fith, and caught abundance of fine
cod. The depth of water from fixty-five to feventy-five
fathoms.

On the 1ft of July at noon, Mr. Bligh having moored a
{fmall keg with the deep-fea lead, in feventy-five fathoms,
found the {thip made a courfe North by Eaft, half a mile an
hour. This he attributed to the effect of a long Southerly
fwell, and not to that of any current. The wind frefhen-
ing from the South Eaft toward evening, we fhaped our
courfe to the North Eaft by Eaft, for the point called in Beer-
ing’s chart, T{chukotfkoi Nofs, which we had ebferved on
the 4th of September laft year, at the fame time that we
{faw, to the South Eaft, the ifland of Saint Laurence. This
Cape, and Saint Thadeus'’s Nofs, form the North Eaft and South
Weft extremities of the large and deep Gulph of Anadir,
into the bottom of which the river of that name empties
itfelf, dividing, as it pafies, the country of the Koriacs
from that of the Tichutfki.

On the 3d at noon, the latitude, by obfervation, was 63°
23’, and the longitude 186° 45'; half an hour after which
we got fight of the Tichukotfkoi Nofs, bearing North half
Weft, thirteen or fourteen leagues diftant, and at five in the
afternoon faw the ifland of Saint Laurence, bearing Eaft
three-quarters North ; and another ifland a little to the Eaft-
ward of it, which we {uppofed to be between Saint Laurence
and Anderfon’s Ifland, about fix leagues Eaft South Eaft of
the former. As we had no certain accounts of this ifland,
Captain Clerke was defirous of a nearer profpect, and im-
mediately hauled the wind toward it; but, unfortunately,
we were not able to weather the ifland of Saint Laurence,

and
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and were therefore under the neceflity of bearing up again,
and pafling them all to the leeward.

We had a better opportunity of fettling the longitude of
the ifland Saint Laurence, when we laft faw it, than now,
But feeing it at that time but once, and to the Southward,
we could only determine its latitude fo far as we could
judge of diftances; whereas now the noon obfervations en-
abled us to afcertain it correétly, which is 63° 47'. Its lon-
gitude was found to be 188° 15', as before. This ifland, if
its boundaries were at this time within our view, is about
three leagues in circuit. The North part may be feen at

the diftance of ten or twelve leagues ; but as it falls in low’

land to the South Eaft, the extent of which we could not
fee, fome of us conjetured, that it might probably be
joined to the land to the Eaftward of it; this, however, the
hazinefs of the weather prevented our afcertaining. Thefe
iflands, as well as the land about the Tfchukot{koi Nofs,

were covered with fnow, and prefented us with a moft
dreary picture. At midnight, Saint Laurence bore South

South Eaft, five or {ix miles diftant; and our depth of water
was cighteen fathoms. We were accompanied by various
kinds of fea fowl, and faw feveral fmall crefted hawks.

The weather ftill continuing to thicken, we loft all fight
of land till the 5th, when it appeared both to the North Eaft
and North Weft, OQur latitude, by account, was, at this
time, 65° 24, longitude 189° 14. As the iflands of Saint
Diomede, which lie between the two continents in Beer-
ing’s ftrait, were determined by us laft year to be in latitude
65° 48, we could not reconcile the land to the North Eaft,
with the fituation of thofe iflands. We therefore ftood to-
ward the land till three in the afternoon, when we were
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within four miles of it, and finding it to be two iflands,
were pretty well fatisfied of their being the fame; but the
weather ftill continuing hazy, to make fure of our fituation,
we {tood over to the coaft of Afia, till feven in the evening;
at which time we were within two or three leagues of the
Eaft Cape of that continent.

This Cape is a high round head of land, extending four
or five miles from North to South, forming a peninfula, and
connected with the continent by a narrow neck of low land.
Its fhore is bold, and off its North part are three high, de-
tached, fpiral rocks. At this time it was covered with fnow,
and the beach (urrounded with ice. We were now con-
vinced, that we had been under the influence of a flrong
current, fetting to the North, that had caufed an error in
our latitude at noon of twenty miles. In pafling this {trait
the laft year, we had experienced the fame effect.

Being at length fure of our pofition, we held on to the
North by Eaft. At tenat night, the weather becoming clear:.
we had an opportunity of {eeing, at the fame moment, thie
remarkable peaked hill, near Cape Prince of Wales, on the:
coaft of America, and the Eaft Cape of Afia, with the two-
connecting iflands of Saint Diomede between them.

At noon on the 6th, the latitude, by account, was 67°
North, and the longitude 191° 6’ Eaft. Havingalready pafl-
ed a confiderable number of large mafles of ice, and ob-
ferved, that it ftill adhered in {everal places to the fhore on
the continent of Afia, we were not much furprized to fall
in, at three in the afternoon, with an extenfive body of it,.
ftretching away to the Weftward, This fight gave great dif-
couragement to our hopes of advancing much farther
Northward this year, than we had done the preceding.

Having
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Having little wind in the afternoon, we hoifted out the

boats in purfuit of the fea-horfes, which were in great

numbers on the detached pieces of ice; but they foon re-
turned without fucce(s; thefe animals being cxceedinély
fhy, and before they could come within gun-fhot, always
making their retreat into the water.

At feven in the evening, we hoifted in the boats, and the
wind frethening from the Southward, we ftood on to the
North Eaft, with a view of exploring the continent of Ame-

rica, between the latitudes of 65° and 63°, which, owing o0
the foggy weather laft year, we had not been able to exa-
mine. In this attempt we were again in part difappointed.
For, on the 7th, at fix in the morning, we were f{topped by
a large field of ice, ftretching from North Welt to South
Eaft; but foon after, the horizon becoming clear, we had
fight of the coaft of America, at about ten leagues diftance,
extending from North Eaft by Eaft to Eaft, and lying, by ob-
fervation, between the 68° and 68° 20' of latitude. As the
weather was clear, and the ice not high, we were enabled

to fee over a greatextent of it. The whole prefented a folid

and compa& furface, not in the fmalleft degree thawed;.

and appeared to us likewife to adhere to-the land,

The weather foon after changing to hazy, we faw no
more of the land; and there not remaining a poflibility of
approaching nearer to it, we ftood to the North North Weft,
keeping the ice clofe on board, and got round its Weftern
extremity by noon, when we found it trending nearly North.
Our latitude at this time was, by account, 68° 22/, and lon-
gitude 192° 34/. We continued our courfe to the North
North Eaft, along the edge of the ice, during the remain-

ing part of the day, pafling through many loofe pieces that
' had
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had been broken off’ from the main body, and againft which,
notwithftanding all our caution, the fhips were driven with
great violence. Ateight o'clock in the evening, we paffed
fome drift wood; and at midnight the wind fhifted to the
North Weft; the thermometér fell from 38° to 31°, and we
had continued fthowers of fnow and {leet.

On the 8th, at five in the morning, the wind coming ftill
more to the Northward, we could no longer keep on the
fame tack, on account of the ice, but were obliged to ftand
to the Weftward. At this time our foundings had decreafed
to nineteen fathoms, from which, on comparing it with
our obfervations on the depth of water laft year, we con-
cluded, that we were not at a greater diftance from the
American fhore than fix or feven leagues ; but our view was
confined within a much fhorter compafs, by a violent fall
of fnow. At noon, the latitude, by account, was 69’ 21/,
longitude 192° 42'. At two in the afternoon, the weather
cleared up, and we found ourfelves clofe to an expanfe of
what appeared from the deck folid ice; but, from the maft-
head, it was difcovered to be compofed of huge compact
bodies, clofe and united toward the outer edge, but in the
interior parts, feveral pieces were feen floating in vacant
fpaces of the water. It extended from North Eaft by the
North to Weft South Welt. We bore away by the edge of it,
to the Southward, that we might get into clearer water;
for the flrong Northerly winds had drifted down fuch
quantities of loofe pieces, that we had been, for fome
time, furrounded by them, and could not avoid ftriking
againfk feveral, notwithftanding we reefed the topfails, and’
flood under an eafy fail. |

On the oth, we had a frefh gale from the North North

Weft, with heavy thowers of fnow and {leet. The thermo-
3 _meter
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meter was, in the night-time, 28°, and at noon 30". We
continued to fteer Weft South Weft, as before, keeping as
near the large body of ice as we could, and had the mif-
fortune to rub off fome of the fheathing from the bows
againft the drift pieces, and to damage the cutwater. In-
deed, the thocks we could not avoid receiving, were fre-
quently fo fevere, as to be attended with confiderable danger.
At noon, the latitude, by account, was 69° 12/, and longi-
tude 188° 5. The variation, in the afternoon, was found to
be 2¢° 30’ Eaft.

As we had now failed near forty leagues to the Weftward,
along the edge of the ice, without feeing any opening, or a
clear fea to the Northward beyond it, and had therefore no
profpect of advancing farther North for the prefent, Captain
Clerke refolved to bear away to the South by Eaft (the only
quarter that was clear), and to wait till the feafon was more

advanced, before he made any farther efforts to penctrate
through the ice. The intermediate time he propofed to
{fpend in examining the bay of St, Laurence, and the coaft to

the Southward of it ; as a harbour {fo near,- in cafe of future
damage from the ice, would be very defirable. We alfo
wifhed to pay another vifit to our T{chutfki friends; and,
particularly, fince the accounts we had heard of them from
the Commander of Kamtichatka.

We therefore ftood on to the Southward, till the noon of
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the roth, at which time we pafled great quantities of drift- Saturday 1o

ice, and the wind fell to a perfe& calm. The latitude, by
obfervation, was 68" 1'; longitude 188° 30/. We pafled fe-
veral whales in the forenoon ; and, in the afternoon, hoifted
out the boats, and fent them in purfuit of the fea-horfes,

which were in great numbers on the pieces of ice that fur-
rounded
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rounded us. Our people were more fuccefsful than they
had been before, returning with three large ones, and a
young one; befides killing and wounding feveral others.
The gentlemen who went on this party were witnefles of
feveral remarkable inftances of parental affection in thofe
animals. On the approach of our boats toward the ice,
they all took their cubs under their fins, and endeavoured
to efcape with them into the fea. Several, whofe young -
were killed or wounded and left floating on the furface,
rofe again, and carried them down, fometimes juft as our
people were going to take them up into the boat; and might
be traced bearing them to a great diftance through the wa-
ter, which was coloured with their blood: we afterward ob-
ferved them bringing them, at times, above the furface, as
if for air, and again diving under it with a dreadful bellow-
ing. The female, in particular, whofe young had been de-
ftroyed, and taken into the boat, became fo enraged, that fhe
artacked the cutter, and ftruck her two tufks through the

bottom of it.

Ateight in the evening, a breeze fprung up to the Eaft-
ward, with which we ftill continued our courfe to the South-
ward, and at twelve fell in with numerous large bodies of
ice. -We endeavoured 10 pufh through them with an eafy
fail, for fear of damaging the thip: and having got a little
farther to the Southward, nothing was to be feen, but one
compact field of ice, firetching to the South Weft, South
Faft, and North Eaft, as far as the eye could reach. This
unexpected and formidable obflacle put an end to Captain
Clerke’s plan of vifiting the T{chutfki; for nofpace remain-
ed open, but back again to the Northward. Accordingly,
at three in the morning of the r1th, we tacked, and flood

o
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to that quarter. At noon, the latitude, by obfervation, was
67" 4¢', and longitude 188° 47"

On the r12th, we had light winds, with thick hazy wea-
ther; and, on trying the current, we found it fet to the
North Weft, at the rate of half a knot an hour. We conti-
nued to fteer Northward, with a moderate Southerly breeze,
and fair weather, till the 13th, atten in the forenoon, when
we again found ourfelves clofe in with a folid ficld of ice, to
which we could fee no limits from the maft head. This, at
once, dafhed all our hopes of penectrating farther; which
had been confiderably raifed, by having now advanced near
ten leagues through a fpace, which, on the 9th, we had

found occupied by impenetrable ice. Our latitude, at this
time, was 69° 37'; our pofition nearly in the mid channel
between the two continents; and the field of ice extending
from Eaft North Eaft, to Weft South Wetft.

As there did not remain the fmalleft profpe& of getting
farther North in the part of the fea where we now were,

Captain Clerke refolved to make one more, and final at-
tempt on the American coaft, for Baffin’s Bay, fince we had
been able to advance the fartheft on this fide laft year. Ac-
cordingly, we kept working, the remaining part of the day,
to the windward, with a frefh Eafterly breeze. We faw fe-
veral fulmars and arétic gulls, and pafled two trees, both
appearing to have lain in the water a long time. The larger
was about ten feet in length, and three in circumference,
witht_)ut either bark or branches, but with the roots remain-
ing attached.

On the 14th, we ftood on to the Eaftward, with thick and
foggy weather, our courfe being nearly parallel to that we
fteered the 8th and gth, but fix leagues more to the North-

Vour. IIL KR ward.
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ward. On the 15th, the wind frefhened from the Weftward
and having, in a great meafure, difperfed the fog, we im-
mediately ftood to the Northward, that we might take a
nearer view of the ice; and in an hour were clofe in with it,
extending from North North Wefl, to North Eaft. We found
it to be compact and folid ; the outer parts were ragged, and
of different heights; the interiour furface was even; and,
we judged, from eight to ten feet above the level of the
fea. The weather becoming moderate for the remaining
part of the day, we direted our courfe according to the
trending of the ice, which in many parts formed deep
bays.

In the morning of the 16th, the wind frefhened, and was
attended with thick and frequent fthowers of fnow. At
eight in the forenoon, it blew a ftrong gale from the Weft
South Weft, and brought us under double-reefed top-fails ;
when, the weather clearing a littdle, we found ourfelves
embayed; the ice having taken a fudden turn to the South
Eaft, and in one compact body furrounding us on all fides,
except on the South quarter. We therefore hauled our wind
to the Southward, being at this time in latitude 70° 8’ North,
and in twenty-fix fathoms water ; and, as we fuppofed, about
twenty-five leagues from the coaft of America. The gale
increafing, at four in the afternoon we clofe reefed the fore
and main-top-fails, furled the mizen top-fail, and got the
top-gallant-yards down upon déck. At eight, finding the
depth of water had decreafed to twenty-two fathoms, which
we confidered as a proof of our near approach to the Ame-
rican coaft, we tacked and fltood to the North. We had
blowing weather, accompanied with {now, through the
night; but next morning, it became clear and moderate ;
and, at eight in the forenoon, we got the top-gallant yards

acrofs,
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acrofs, and made fail with the wind ftill at Weft South Weft.
At noon, we were in latitude, by obfervation, 6¢° 55', longi-
tude 194° 30’. Toward evening, the wind flackened, and at
midnight it was a calm.

On the 18th, at five in the morning, a light breeze fprung
up from the Eaft North Eaft, with which we continued our
courfe to the North, in order toregain the ice as foon as pof-
fible. We paflfed fome fmall logs of drift-wood, and faw
abundance of fea-parrots, and the fmall ice-birds, and like-
wife a number of whales. At noon, the latitude, by ob-
fervation, was 70° 26', and longitude 194° 54'; the depth of
water twenty-three fathoms; the ice ftretched from North to
Eaft North Eaft, and was diftant about three miles. At one
in the afternoon, finding that we were clofe in with a firm
united field of it, extending from Weft North Weft to Eaft,
we tacked, and, the wind coming round to the Weftward,
ftood on to the Eaftward, along its edge, till eleven at night.

At that time a very thick fog coming on, and the water

{hoaling to nineteen fathoms, we hauled our wind to the
South. The variation obferved this day was 31" 20’ Eaft. It
is remarkable, that though we faw no fea-horfes on the
body of the ice, yet they were in herds, and in greater
numbers on the detached fragments, than we had ever
obferved before. About nine in the evening, a white
bear was feen fwimming clofe by the Difcovery; it after-
ward made to the ice, on which were alfo two others.

On the 19th, at one in the morning, the weather clearing
up, we again fteered to the North Eaft, till two, when we
were a {econd time fo completely embayed, that there was
no opening left, but to the South; to which quarter we ac-
cordingly direCted our courfe, returning through a remark-

- ably
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ably fmooth water, and with very favourable weather, by
the fame way we had come in. We were never able to pe-
netrate farther North than at this time, when our latitude
was 70° 33’5 and this was five leagues fhort of the point to
which we advanced laft feafon. We held on to the South
South Weft, with light winds from the North Weft, by the
édge of the main ice, which lay on our left hand, and
firetched between us and the continent of America. Qur
latitude, by obfervation at noon, was 70° r1', our longitude
196° 15’y and the depth of water fixteen fathoms. From this
circumftance, we judged that the Icy Cape was now only at
feven or eight leagues diftance; but, though the weather
was in general clear, it was at the fame time hazy in the ho-.
rizon; fo that we could not expect to fee it.

In the afternoon, we faw two white bears in the water, to.
which we immediately gave chace in the jolly boat, and had,
the good fortune to kill them both. The larger, which proba-.
bly was the dam of the younger, being thot firft, the other
would not quit it, though it might cafily have efcaped on the.
ice, whillt the men were reloading, but remained fwimming
about, till, after being fired upon feveral times, it was fhot.
dead,

The dimenfions of the larger were as follow :
Feet. Inches .

From the fnout to the end of the tail, - S
From the fnout to the fhoulder-bone i
Height of the fhoulder - - - 4 3
Circumference near the fore-legs . 4 10
Breadth of the fore-paw- - - - 10

| Ib.

- Weight of the four quarters - 436

Weight of the four quarters of the fmallelt 2356
6 | On
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On comparing the dimenfions of this with Lord Mul-
grave’s white bear, they were found almoft exactly the fame,
except in the circumference, where our’s fell exceedingly
{hort.

Thefe animals afforded us a few excellent meals of frefl

meat. The fleth had indeed a firong fithy tafte, but was,

in every reipect, infinitely fuperior to that of the fea-

horfe; which, neverthelefs, our people were again per-

fuaded, without much difficulty, to prefer to their falted’

provifions.

At fix in the morning of the 20th; a thick fog coming on;
we loft fight of the ice for two hours; but the weather
clearing, we faw the main body again to the South South
Eaft, when we hauled our wind, which was Eafterly, to-

ward it, in the expectation of making the American coaft to-

the South Eaft, and which we effected at half paft ten. Ac

noon, the latitude, by account, was 69° 33, and longitude:

194° 53', and the depth of water nineteen fathoms. The
land extended from South by Eaft, to South South Weft half
Weft, diftant eight or ten leagues, being the fame we had
feen laft year; but it was now much. more covered with
{fnow than at that time; and, to all appearance, the ice ad-
hered to the thore. We continued, in the afternoon, fail-
ing through a fea of loofe ice, and {tanding toward the land,
as near as the wind, which was Eaft South Eaft, would ad-
mit.. Ateight, the wind leflening, there came on a thick

fog; and, on perceiving a rippling in the water, we tried

the current, which we found to fet to the Eaft North Eaft, at

the rate of a mile an hour, and therefore determined to.
fteer, during the night, before the wind, in order to flem it,.

and to oppofe the large fragments of loofe ice, that were
‘ ferting

s
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fetting us on toward the land. The depth of the water, at
midnight, was twenty fathoms.

" Ateight in the morning of the 21ft, the wind frefhening,
and the fog clearing away, we faw the American coaft to
the South Eaft, at the diftance of eight or ten leagues, and
hauled in for it; but were ftopped again by the ice, and
obliged to bear away to the Weftward, along the edge of it.
At noon, the latitude, by account, was 69° 34, and longi-
tude 193°, and the depth of water twenty-four fathoms.

Thus, a connetted, folid field of ice, rendering every ef-
fort we could make to a nearer approach to the land fruit-
lefs, and joining, as we judged, toit, we took a laft farewel
of a North Eaft paflage to Old England. I fhall beg leave to
give, in Captain Clerke’s own words, the reafons of this his
final determination, as well as of his future plans; and this
the rather, as it is the laft tranfaction his health permitted
him to write down.

“ It is now impoflible to proceed the leaft farther to the
« Northward upon this coaft (America); and it is equally
“ as improbable that this amazing mafs of ice thould be
“ diflolved by the few remaining fummer-weeks which will
« terminate this feafon; but it will continue, it is to be be-
¢ lieved, as it now is, an infurmountable barrier to every
« attempt we can poflibly make. I, therefore, think it the
“ befl ftep that can be taken, for the good of the fervice, to
¢ trace the fea over tothe Afiatic coaft, and to tryif I can find
‘ any opening, that will admit me farther North; if not, to
¢ fee what more is to be done upon that coaft; where I'hope,
« yet cannot much flatter myfelf, to meet with better fuc-
‘e cefs; for the fea is now fo choaked with ice, that a paf-
“ fage, I fear, is totally out of the queftion.”
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Fruitlefs Attempts to penetrate through the Ice to the North
Weft— Dangerous Situation of the Difcovery.—Sea-
horfes killed.—Frefb Obflructions from the Ice.—Report
of Damages received by the Difcovery.—Captain Clerke's
Determination to proceed to the Southward.— oy of the
Ship’s Crews on that Occafion.—Pafs Serdze Kamen.—
Return through Beering's Straits—Inquiry into the Ex-
tent of the North Eaft Coaff of Afia.—Reafons for re-
1eéting Muller's Map of the Promontory of the Tfchutfki,
~—Reafons for believing the Coaft does not reach a higher
Latitude than 701> North—General Obfervations on the
Impraéticability of a North Eafl, or North Wef? Paflage
Jfrom the Arlantic into the Pacific Ocean.—Comparative
View of the Progrefs made in the Years 1778 and 1779,
—Remarks on the Sea, and Sea-coafts, North of Beer-
ing’s Straits.— Hiffory of the Voyage refumed.—Pafs
the Ifland of St. Laurence—The Ifland of Mednoi.,
—Death of Captain Clerke, — Shart Account of  bis

Services.

Arraix Cuerke having determined, for the reafons 'ﬂf}’;}
afligned at the conclufion of the laft Chapter, to give ‘———
up all farther attempts on the coaft of America, and to make’

his laft efforts, in {fearch of a paflage on the coaft of the op-
I pofite
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pofite continent, we continued, during the afternoonofthe21ft
of July, to fteer to the Weft North Weft, through much loofe
1ce. Atten at nighe, difcovering the main body of it through
the fog, rightahead, and almoft clofe to us, and being unwil-
ling to take aSoutherly courfe, fo long as we could poflibly
avoid it, we hauled our wind, which was Eaflerly, and ftood
to the Northward ; but, in an hour after, the weather clear-
ing up, and finding ourfelves furrounded by a compaé field
of ice, on every {ide, except to the South South Weft, we
tacked, and ftood on in that direction, in order to get clear
of it

At noon of the 22d, our latitude, by obfervation, was
69° 30, and longitude 187° 30'. In the afrernopn, we again
came up with the ice, which extended to the North Weft and
South Weft, and obliged us to continue our courfe to the
Southward, in order to weather it.

It may be remarked, that fince the 8th of this month, we
had twice traverfed this {ea, in lines nearly parallel with the
run we had juft now made; that in the firft of thofe tra-
verfes, we were not able to penetrate {o far North, by eight
or ten leagues, asin the fecond; and that in the laft we had
again found an united body of ice, generally about five
leagues to the Southward of its pofition in the preceding
run. As this proves that the large, compa& fields of ice,
which we faw were moveable, or diminithing; art the
fame time, it does not leave any well-founded expecta-
tion of advancing much farther in the moft favourable
{eafons. ‘

At feven in the evening, the weather being hazy, and no
ice in {ight, we bore away to the Weltward; but, at half
paft cight, the fog difperfing, we found ourfelves in the

midft
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midft of loofe ice, and clofe in with the main body; we
therefore flood upon a wind, which was ftill Eafterly, and
kept beating to windward during the night, in hopes of
weathering the loofe pieces, which the frefhnefs of the
wind kept driving down upon us in fuch quantities, that
we were in manifeft danger of being blocked up by them.

In the morning of the 23d, the clear water, in which we
continued to ftand to and fro, did not exceed a mile and a
half, and was every inflant leflening. At length, after
ufing our utmoft endeavours to clear the loofe ice, we were
driven to the neceflity of forcing a paflage to the Southward,
which, at half paft feven, we accomplifhed, but not with-
out {ubje&ing the fhip to fome very fevere fhocks. The
Difcovery was lefs fuccefsful. For, at eleven, when they
had nigh got clear out, fhe became fo entangled by feveral
large pieces, that her way was ftopped, and immediately
dropping bodily to leeward, fhe fell, broadfide foremoft, on
the edge of a confiderable body of ice; and having, at the
fame time, anopen fea to windward, the furf caufed her to
ftrike violently upon it. This mafs at length either fo far
broke, or moved, as to fct them at liberty to make another
trial to efcape; but, unfortunately, before the thip gathered
way enough to be under command, the again fell to lce-
ward on another fragment; and the {fwell making it unfafe
to lie to windward, and finding no chance of getting clear,
they pufhed into a {mall opening, furled their fails, and
made faft with ice-hooks. i

In this dan:gerous ficuation we faw them at noon, about
three miles from us, bearing Northh Wetft, a freth gale from
the South Eaft driving more ice to the North Weft, and in-
creafing the body that lay between us. Our latitude, by

VoL. I 8 | account,
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account, was 6g° 8, the longitude 187°, and the depth of
water twenty-eight fathoms. To add to the gloomy appre-
henfions which began to force themfelves on us, at half paft
four in the afternoon, the weather becoming thick and
hazy, we loft fight of the Difcovery ; but, that we might be
in afiruation to afford her every afliftance in our power, we
kept flanding on clofe by the edge of the ice. At fix, the
wind happily coming round to the North, gave us fome
hopes, that the ice might drift away and releafe her; and in
that cafe, as it was uncertain in what condition the might
come out, we kept firing a gun every half hour, in order to
prevent a feparation. Our apprehenfions for her fafety did
not ceafe till nine, when we heard her guns in anfwer to
ours; and foon after, being hailed by her, were informed,
that upon the change of wind, the ice began to feparate;
and that, fetting all their fails, they forced a paflage through
it. We learned farther, that whilft they were encompafled
by it, they found the fhip drift, with the main body, to the
North Eaft, at the rate of half a mile an haur. We were
forry to find, that the Difcovery had rubbed oft a great deal
of the ftheathing from the bows, and was become very leaky,
from the ftrokes fhe had received when fhe fell upon the edge
of the ice.

On the 24th, we had frefh breezes from South Weft, with
hazy weather, and kept running to the South Eaft till eleven
in the forenoon, when a large body of loofe ice, extending
from North North Eaft, round by the Eaft, to South South
Faft, and to which (though the weather was tolerably clear)
we could fee no end, again obftructed our courfe. We there-
fore kept working to windward, and at noon, our latitude,
by obfervation, was 68° 53/, longitude 188°; the variation of
the compafs 22° 30' Eaft, At four in the afternoon, it be-

4 came
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came calm, and we hoifted out the boats in purfuit of the
fea-horfes, which were in prodigious herds on every fide of
us. We Kkilled ten of them, which were as many as we
could make ufe of for eating, or for converting into lamp
oil. We kept on with the wind, from the South Weft,
along the edge of the ice, which extended in a direction al-
moft due Eaft and Weft, till four in the morning of the 25th,
when obferving a clear fea beyond it, to the South Eaft, we
made fail that way, with a view of forcing through it. By
fix, we had cleared it, and continued the remainder of the
day running to the South Eaft, without any ice in fight. At
noon, our latitude, by obfervation, was 68° 38, longitude
189° ¢/, and the depth of water thirty fathoms. At mid-
night, we tacked, and ftood to the Weflward, with a fre(h
gale from the South ; and at ten in the forenoon of the 26th,
the ice again fhewed itfelf, extending from North Weft to
South. It appeared loofe, and drifting, by the force of the
wind, to the Northward. At noon, our latitude, by obfer._
vation, was 68° North, longitude 188° 10’ Faft; and we had
foundings with twenty-eight fathoms. For the remaining
part of the day, and till noonof the 27th, we kept ftanding
backward and forward, in order to clear ourfelves of differ-
ent bodies of ice. Atnoon, we were in latitude, by obferva-
tion, 67° 47, longitude 188°. At two in the afternoon, we
faw the continent to the South by Eaft ; and at four, having
run, fince noon, with a South South Eaft wind to the South
Welt, we were furrounded by loofe mafles of ice, with the
firm body of it in fight, ftretching in a North by Weft, and
a South by Eaft direction, as far as the eye could reach ; be-
yond which we {aw the coaft of Afia, bearing South, and
South by Eaft.
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As it was now neceflary to come to fome determination

——~— with refpe& to the courfe we were next to fleer, Captain

Clerke fent a boat, with the carpenters, on board the Difco-
very, to inquire into the particulars of the damage fhe had
fuftained. They returned, in the evening, with the report
of Captain Gore, and of the carpenters of both fhips, that
the damages they had received were of a kind that would
require three weeks to repair; and that it would be necef-
fary, for that purpofe, to go into fome port.

Thus, finding a farther advance to the Northward, as well
as a nearer approach to either continent, obftructed by a fea
blocked up with ice, we judged it both injurious to the fer-
vice, by endangering the fafety of the fhips, as well as
fruitlefs, with refpect to the defign of our voyage, to make
any farther attempts toward a paflage. This, therefore,
added to the reprefentations of Captain Gore, determined
Captain Clerke not to lofe more time in what he concluded
to be an unattainable object, but to fail for Awatfka Bay, to
repair our damages there ; and, before the winter thould fet
in, and render all other efforts toward difcovery impraética-
ble, to explore the coalt of Japan.

I will not endeavour to conceal the joy that brightened
the countenance of every individual, as foon as Captain
Clerke’s refolutions were made known. We were all hear-
tily fick of a navigation full of danger, and in which the
utmoft perfeverance had not been repaid with the fmalleft
probability of fuccefs. We therefore turned our faces
toward home, after an abfence of three years, with a de-
light and fatisfaction, which, notwithftanding the tedious
voyage we had flill to make, and the immenfe diftance we
had to run, were as frecly entertained, and perhaps as

2 fully
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fully enjoyed, as if we had been already in fight of the
Land’s-end.

On the 28th, we kept working to windward with a frefh
breeze from the South Eaft, having the coaft of Afia fill in
fight. At four in the morning, the Cape, which on the
authority of Muller, we have called Serdze Kamen, bore
South South Weft, diftant fix or feven leagues. We faw, in
different places, upon the tops of the hills, which rife in-
land on both fides of the Cape, protuberances of a confider-
able height, which had the appearance of huge rocks, or
pillars of {tone.

On the 29th, the wind ftill continuing contrary, we made
but flow progrefs to the Southward. At midnight we had
thick, foggy weather, accompanied with a breeze from the
North North Weft, with which we directed our courfe to the
South South Eaft, through the ftraits, and had no land in
fight till feven in the evening of the 3oth; when the fog
clearing away, we faw Cape Prince of Wales bearing South
by Eaft, diftant about fix leagues; and the ifland St. Diomede
South Weft by Weft. We now altered our courfe to the Weft,
and at eight made the Eaft Cape, which, at midnight, bore
Weft by North, diftant four leagues. In the night we ftcered
to the South South Weit, with a frefh Weft North Wefterly
breeze; and, at four in the morning of the 31ft, the Eaft
Cape bore North North Eaft, and the North Eaft part of the
bay of St. Laurence (wher¢ we anchored the laft year) Weft
by South, its diftance being four leagues. As we could not'
have worked up to windward without a greater wafte of
time, than the obje& appeared to deferve, we ran acrofs the
bay, regretting much, as we pafled along, the lofs of this

opportunity of paying a fecond vifit to the Tfchutfki. At
noon
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noon our latitude, by obfervation, was 65° ¢/, and longitude
189”. The South point of the Bay of St. Laurence bore North
by Weft one quarter Weft, and was diftant {feven or eight
leagues. In the afternoon the variation was found to be
22° 5o’ Eaft.

Having now pafled Beering’s Straits, and taken our final
leave of the North Eaft coaft of Afia, it may not be improper,
on this occafion, to ftate the grounds on which we have
ventured to adopt two general conclufions refpecting its ex-
tent, in oppofition to the opinions of Mr. Muller. The firft,
that the promontory named Eaft Cape is actually the Eaftern-
moft point of that quarter of the globe; or, in other words,
that no part of the continent extends in longitude beyond
1go° 22" Eaft: the fecond, that the latitude of the North Eaft-
ernmoft extremity falls to the Southward of 70° North. With
refpect to the former, if fuch land exift, it muft neceflarily
be to the North of latitude 6¢9°, where the difcoveries made
in the prefent voyage terminate; and, therefore, the pro-
bable direction of the coaft, beyond this point, is the quef-
tion I fhall endeavour, in the firft place, to inveftigate.

As the Ruflian is the only nation that has hitherto navi-
gated thefe feas, all our information refpecting the fitua-
tion of the coaft to the Northward of Cape North, muft ne-
ceflarily be derived from the charts and journals of the
perfons who have been employed, at various times, in afcer-
taining the limits of that empire; and thefe are, for the
moft part, fo imperfe(t, {fo confufed, and contradictory, that
it 1s not eafy to form-any diftinét idea of their pretended,
much lefs to collect the amount of their real difcoveries.
It is on this account, that the extent and form of the penin-
fula, inhabited by the Tfchutfki, fill remains a point, on

which
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which the Ruflian geographers are much divided. Mr. Mul-
ler,in his map, publifhed in the year 17545fuppofes this coun-
try to extend toward the North Eaft, to the 75° of latitude,
and in longitude 1go° Eaft of Greenwich, and to terminate
in a round Cape, which he calls Tfchukot{koi Nofs. To the
Southward of this Cape he conceives the coaft to form a bay
to the Weftward, bounded in latitude 67° 18/, by Serdze Ka-
men, the Northernmoft point feen by Beering in his expedi-
tion in the year 1728. The map, publifhed by the acade-
my of St. Peterfburg, in the year 1776, gives the whole
peninfula intirely a new form, placing its North Eafternmoft
extremity in the latitude 73°, longitude 178° 30'. The
Eafternmoft point in latitude 65° 30, longitude 189" 30'. All
the other maps we faw, both printed and in manufcript,

vary between thefe two, apparently more according to the

fancy of the compiler, than on any grounds of more ac-
curate information. The only point in which there is a
general coincidence, without any confiderable variation, is

in the pofition of the Eaft Cape in latitude 66°. The form:

of the coaft, both to the South and North of this Cape, in
the map of the academy, is exceedingly erroncous, and may
be totally difregarded. In that of Mr. Muller, the coaft to
the Northward bears a confiderable refemblance to our fur-
vey, as far as the latter extends, except that it does not
trend fufficiently to the Weftward ; receding only about §°
of longitude, between the latitude of 66° and 69”; whereas,

in reality, it recedes near ten. Between the latitude of 69"
and 74°, he makes the coaft bend round to the North and
North Eaft, and to form a confiderable promontory. On

what authority, now remains to be examined.

Mr. Coxe, whofe accurate refearches into this fubje&, give:

~ his opinion great weight, is perfuaded that the extremity of
the
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the No/i in queftion, was never pafled but by Defhneff and
his party, who failed from the river Kovyma in the year
1648, and are fuppofed to have got round it into the Anadyr.
As the account of this expedition, the fubftance of which
the Reader will find in Mr. Coxe’s Account of Ruffian Difco-
veries, contains no geographical delineation of the coaft
along which they failed, its pofition muft be conjectured
from incidental circumftances ; and from thefe it appears
very manifeft, thatthe Tfchukotfkoi Nofs of Defhneff is no
other than the promontory called, by Captain Cook, the
Eaft Cape. Speaking of the Ngf, he fays, ¢ One might
“ {fail from the ifthmus to the river Anadyr, with a
“ fair wind, in three days and three nights.” This exaétly
coincides with the fituation of the Eaft Cape, which is about
one hundred and twenty leagues from the mouth of the
Anadyr; and as there is no other ifthmus to the Northward
between that and the latitude of 69° it is obvious, that, by

“ this defcription, he muft intend either the Cape in queftion,

or.{fome other to the Southward of it. In another place he
fay;é, ¢« Qver againft the ifthmus there are two iflands in
¢ the fea, upon which were feen people of the Tfchutfki
# pation, through whofe lips were run pieces of the teeth
« of the fea-horfe.” This again perfectly agrees with the
two iflands fituared to the South Eaft of the Eaft Cape. We
faw indeed no inhabitants on them ; but it is not at all im-
probable, that a party of the Americans, from the oppofite:
continent,*whom this defcription accurately fuits, might, at
that time, have been accidentally there; and whom it was
natural enough for him to miftake for a tribe of the
Tichutfki *, -
Thefe
* From the circumitance, related in the laft Volume, that gave name to Sledge

Ifiand, it appears, that the inhabitants of the adjacent continents vifit occafionally the
fmail
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Thefe two circumflances are of fo firiking and unequivo-

of the Tichukotikoi Nofs, notwithftanding there are others
of a more doubtful kind, which we have from the fame
authority, and which now remain to be confidered. « To
“ g0,” fays Defhneff in another account, from the Ko-
“ vyma, to the Anadyr, a great promontory muft be doubled,
“ which ftretches very far into the fea;” and afterward,
“ this promontory ftretches between North and North Eaft.”
It was probably from the expreflions contained in thefe
paflages, that Mr. Muller was induced to gife the country
of the T{chutiki the form we find in his map; but had he
been acquainted with the fituation of the Eaft Cape, as
afcertained by Captain Cook, and the remarkable coinci-
dence between it and their promontory or ifthmus (for it
muft be obferved, that Defhnefl' appears to be all along
{peaking of the fame thing), in the circumftances already
mentioned, I am confident, he would not have thought thofe
expreflions, merely by themfelves, of fufficient weight to
warrant him in extending the North Eaftern extremify of
Afia, either fo far to the North or to the Eaftward. Yor, after

fmall iflands lying between them, probably for the conveniency of fithing, or in pur-
{uit of furs.

It appears alfo from Popoff’s depofition, which I fhall have occafion to fpeak of
more particularly hereafter, that the general refemblance between the people, who are
feen in thefe iflands, and the Tfchutfki, was fufficient to lead Defchneff into the error

of imagining them to be the fame. ¢ Oppofite to the Nofs,” he fays, * is an ifland -
of moderate fize, without trees, whofe inhabitants refemble, in their exterior, the

Tfchutfki, although they are quite ansther nation ; not numerous indeed, yet fpeaking
their own particular language.” Again, © One may go in a baidare from the Nofs
to the ifland in half a day : beyond is a great continent, which can be difcovered from
the ifland in ferene weather. When the weather is good, one may go from theifland
to the continent in a day. The inbabitants of the continent mffm:/ar to the Tchutfkis
sxcepting that they Jpeak another language.”

Vou. 1L - : M m all,
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all, thefe expreflions are not irreconcileable with the opinion
we have adopted, if we fuppofe Defhneff to have taken thefe

bearings from the fmall bight which lies to the Weftward
of the Cape.

The depofition of the Coflac Popofl, taken at the Anadir-
ikoi offrog, in the year 1711, feems to have been the next
authority on which Mr, Muller has proceeded ; and befide
thefe two, I am not acquainted with any other. This Coflac,
together with feveral others, was fent by land to demand
tribute from the independent Tichutfki tribes, who lived
about the Nofs., The firft circumftance, in the account of
this journey, that can lead to the fituation of Tichukot{koi
Nofs, is its diftance from Anadirfk; and this is ftated to be
ten weeks journey, with loaded recin-deer; on which ac-
count it is added, theirday’s journey was but very fmall. It
is impoflible to conclude much from fo vague an account;

-but, as the diftance between the Eaft Cape and the ¢frog is

upward of two hundred leagues in a ftraight line, and
therefore may be fuppofed to allow twelve or fifteen miles a
day ; its fituation cannot be reckoned incompatible with Pop-
off’s calculation. The next circumftance mentioned in this
depofition is, that their route lay by the foot of a rock called
Matkol, fituated at the bottom of a great gulf, This gulf
Muller fuppofes to be the bay he had laid down between
latitude 66° and 72°; and accordingly places. the rock
Matkol in the center of it ; but it appears equally probable,
even if we had not fo many reafons to doubt the exiflence of
that bay, that it might be fome part of the gulf of Anadir,
which they would undoubtedly touch upon in their road
from the ¢ffrog to the Eaft Cape.

But what {feems to put this matter beyond all difpute, and
to prove that the Cape vifited by Popofl' cannot be to the
3 o . North-
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Northward of 69° latitude, is that part of his depofition,
which I have already quoted, relative to the ifland lying, off
the Nofs, from whence the oppofite continent might be feen.
For as the two continents, in latitude 69°, have diverged fo
far as to be more than three hundred miles diftant, it is
highly improbable, that the Afiatic coaft fhould again trend
in fuch a manner to the Eaftward, as to come nearly within
fight of the Coaft of America.

If thefe arguments fhould be deemed conclufive againft
the exiftence of the peninfula of the T{chutfki, as laid down
by Muller, it will follow, that the Eaft Cape is the Tfchu-
kotfkoi Nofs of the * more early Ruflian navigators ; and,
confequently, that the undefcribed coaft, from the latitude
of 69° to the mouth of the river Kovyma, muft uniformly
trend more or lefs to the Weftward. As an additional proof
of this, it may be remarked, that the Tf{chukotfkoi Nofs is
always reprefented as dividing the fea of Kovyma from thae
of Anadir, which could not be the cafe, if any confider-
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able cape had projeted to the North Eaft in the higher -

latitudes. Thus, in the depofitions taken at Anadirfk,
it is related, ¢ that oppofite the Nofs, on both fides, as well
« in the fea of Kovyma, as in that of Anadir, an ifland is faid
«“ to be feen at a great diftance, which the T{chutfki call a
« large country ; and fay, that people dwell there who have
« large teeth put in their mouths, that project through their
* cheeks.” Then follows a defcription of thefe people and
their country, exaétly correfponding with our accounts of
the oppofite continent.

* 1 mention the more early Rufian navigators, becaufe Beering, whom we have

alfo followed, and after him all the late Ruffian geographers, have given this' name
to the South Eaft Cape of the peninfula of the Tlchutikiy, which was formerly called
the Anadirfkoi Nofs,

Mm 2 The
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The laft queftion that arifes is, to what degree of Northern

\—— latitude this coaft extends, before it trends more directly to

the Weftward. If the fituation of the mouth of the Ko-
vyma, both with refpec to its latitude and longitude, were
accurately determined, it would perhaps not be very diffi-
cult to form a probable conjefture upon this point. Cap-
tain Cook was always ftrongly of opinion, that the Northern
coaft of Afia, from the Indigirka eaftward, has hitherto been
generally laid down more than two degrees to the North-
ward of its true pofition; and he has, therefore, on the
authority of a map that was in his pofleflion, and on the in-
formation he received at Oonalafthka, placed the mouth of
the river Kovyma, in his chart of the North Weft coaft of
America, and the North Eaft coaft of Afia, in the latitude of
68°. Should he be right in this conjecture, it is probable,
for the reafons that have been already ftated, that the Afiatic
coaft does not any where exceed 70° before it trends
to the Weftward ; and confequently, that we were within
1° of its North Eaftern extremity. For, if the continent be
fuppofed to firetch any where to the Northward of Shelat-
fkoi Nofs, it is fcarcely poflible, that fo extraordinary a cir-
cumftance thould not have been mentioned by the Ruflian
navigators; and we have already fhewn, that they make
mention of no remarkable promontory between the Kovy-
ma and the Anadir, except the Eaft Cape. Another circums
ftance, related by Defhneff, may, perhaps, be thought a
further confirmation of this opinion, namely, that he met
with nd impediment from ice in navigating round the North
Eaft extremity of Afia; though he adds, that this fea is not
always fo free from it; as indeed is manifeft from the
failure of his firft expedition, and, fince that, from the un-

: I ' fuccefsful
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fuccefsful attempts of Shalauroff, and the obftacles we met
with, in two different years, in our prefent voyage.

The continent, left undetermined in our chart, between
Cape North, and the mouth of the Kovyma, is, in longitu-
dinal extent, one hundred and twenty-five leagues. One
third, or about forty leagues, of this diftance, from the
the Kovyma Eaftward, was explored in the year 1723, by a
Sinbojarfkoi of Jakutz, whofe name was Fedot Amofloff ; by
whom Mr. Muller was informed, that its dire@ion was to
the Eaftward. It is faid to have been fince accurately fur-
veyed by Shalauroff, whofe chart makes it trend to the
North Eaft by Eaft, as far as the Shelaukoi Nofs, which he
places about forty-three leagues to the Eaftward of the
Kovyma. The fpace between this Nofs and Cape North,
about eighty-two leagues, is therefore the only part of the
Ruflian empire that now remains unafcertained.

Bue if the river Kovyma be erroneoully fituated with re-
fpect to its longitude, as well as in its latitude, a fuppofition
for which probable grounds are not wanting, the extent of
the unexplored coaft will become proportionably. diminifhed.
The reafons which incline me to believe, that the mouth
of this riveris placed in the Ruflian charts much too far to the
Weftward, are as follow : Firft, becaufe the accounts that are
given of the navigation of the Frozen Sea from that river,
round the North Eaft point of Afia, to the gulf of Anadir,
do not accord with the fuppofed diftance between thofc
places. Secondly, becaufe the diftance over land, from the
Kovyma to the Anadir, is reprefented by the early Ruflian
travellers as a journey eafily performed, and of no very ex-
traordinary length. Thirdly, becaufe the coaft from the
Shelatfkoi Nofs of Shalauroff * {feems to trend directly South

* See Chart in Coxe’s Account of Ruffian Difcoveries,
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Eaft to the Eaft Cape. If this be fo, it will follow, that, as
we were probably not more than 1° to the Southward of
Shelat{koi Nofs, only fixty miles of the Afiatic coaft remain
unafcertained.

Had Captain Cook lived to this period of our voyage, and
experienced, in a fecond attempt, the impraticability of a
North Eaft or North Weft paffage from the Pacific to the At-
lantic Ocean, he would doubtlefs have laid before the Pub-
lic, in one connected view, an account of the obftacles
which defeated this, the primary obje® of our expedition,
together with his obfervations on a {ubje& of fuch magni-
tude, and which had engaged the attention, and divided the |
opinions of philofophers and navigators, for upward of two
hundred years. Iam very fenfible how unequal I am to the
tafk of fupplying this deficiency; but that the expetations
of the reader may not be wholly difappointed, I muft beg
his candid acceptance of the following obfervations, as well
as of thofe I have already ventured to offer him, relative to
the extent of the North Eaft coaft of Afia.

The ¢vidence that has been fo fully and judiciouily ftated
in the introduction, amounts to the higheft degree of pro-
bability, that a North Weft paflage, from the Atlantic into
the Pacific Ocean, cannot exift. to the Southward of 65
of latitude. If then there exifls a paflage, it muft be cither
through Baffin’s Bay, or round by the North of Greenland,
in the Weftern hemifphere; or elfe through the Frozen
Qcean, to the Northward of Siberia, in the Eaftern; and on
whichever fide it lies, the navigator muft neceflarily pafs
through Beering’s Straits. The impracticability of pene-
trating into the Atlantic on either fide, through this ftrait, is
therefore all that remains to be fubmitted to the confidera-
tion of the Public.

As
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As far as our experience went, it appears, that the fea to
the North of ‘Beering’s ftrait, is clearer of ice in Auguft than
in July, and perhaps in a part of September it may be flill
more free. But after the equinox, the days fhorten fo faft,
that no farther thaw can be expected; and we cannot ra-
tionally allow fo great an effect to the warm weather in the
firlt half of September, as to imagine it capable of difper-
fing the ice from the moft Northern parts of the American
coaft. But admitting this to be poflible, it muft at leaft be
granted, that it would be madnefs to attempt to run from
the Icy Cape to the known parts of Baflin’s Bay (a diftance
of four hundred and twenty leagues), in f{o fhort a time as
that paflage can be fuppofed to continue open. o

Upon the Afiatic fide, there appears ftill lefs probability of
fuccefs, both from what came to our own knowledge, with
refpect to the ftate of the fea to the Southward of Cape
North, and alfo from what we learn from the experience of
the * Lieutenants under Beering’s dire¢tion, and the journal
of Shalauroff, in regard to that on the North of Siberia.

The voyage of Defhneff, if its truth be admitted, proves
undoubtedly the poflibility of pafling round the North Eaft
point of Afia; but when the reader refleéts, that near a cen-
tury and a half has elapfed fince the time of that navigator,
during which, in an age of great curiofity and enterprize,
no man has yet been able to follow him, he will not enter-
tain very fanguine expectations of the public advantages
that can be derived from it. But let us even {uppofe, that in
fome fingularly favourable feafon a fhip has found a clefft
paflage round the coaft of Siberia, and is fafely arrived at
the mouth of the Lena, ftill there remains the Cape of Tai-

# See Gmelin, pages 369. 374.
. mura,
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']17{;)_- mura, {tretching to the 78° of latitude, which the good for-

- tune of no fingle voyager has hitherto doubled.

It is, however, contended, that there are ftrong reafons
for believing, that the fea is more free from ice, the nearer
awe approach to the pole; and that all the ice we faw in the
lower latitudes, was formed in the great rivers of Siberia
and America, the breaking up of which had filled the in-
termediate fea. But even if that fuppofition be true, it is
equally fo, that there can be no accefs to thofe open feas,
unlefs this great mafs of ice is {o far diffolved in the {fum-
mer, as to admit of a fhip’s getting through it. If this be
the fat, we have taken a wrong time of the year for at-
tempting to find this paflage, which fhould have been ex-
plored in April and May, before the rivers were broken up.
But how many reafons may be given againft fuch a fuppo-
fition. Our experience at Saint Peter and Saint Paul en-
abled us to judge what might be expeted farther North;
and upon that ground, we had reafon to doubt, whether
the continents might not in winter be even joined by the
ice; and this agreed with the ftories we heard in Kamtf~

. chatka, that on the Siberian coaft, they go out from the
fhore in winter, upon the ice, to greater diftances than the

breadth of the fea is, in fome parts, from one continent to
the other.

In the depofitions referred to above, the following remark-
able circumfitance is related. Speaking of the land feen
from the T{chukot{koi Nofs, it is faid, “ that in fummer
time they fail in one day to the land in baidares, a fort of
veflel conﬂ:u&ed of whale-bone, and covered with feal-
{kins; and in winter time, going {wift with rein deer, the
journey may likewife be made in a day.” A fufficient

proof,
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proof, that the two countries were ufually joined together
by the ice.

The account given by Mr. Muller, of one of the expedi-

tions undertaken to difcover a fuppofed ifland in the Frozen
Sea, is ftill more remarkable. ‘¢ In the year 1714, a new
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expedition was prepared from Jakutzk, for the fame
place, under the command of Alexei Markoff, who was
to fail from the mouth of the Jana; and if the Schitiki
were not fit for fea voyages, he was to conftru, ata pro-
per place, veflels fit for profecuting the difcoveries with-
out danger.

“ On his arrival at Uft-janfkoe Simovie, the port at which
he was to embark, he fent an account, dated February 2,
1715, to the Chancery of Jakutzk, mentioning, that it
was impoflible to navigate the fea, as it was continually
frozen, both in fummer and winter; and that, confe-
quently, the intended expedition, was no otherwife to be
carricd on, but with fledges drawn by dogs. ;In this
manner, he accordingly fet out, with nine perfons, on
the roth of March the fame year, and returned on the
sd of April, to Uft-janfkoe Simovie. The account of
his journey is as follows: that he went {even days,
as faft as his dogs could draw. him (which, in good
ways and weather, is eighty or a hundred werfts in a
day) dire&ly toward the North, upon the ice, without
difcovering any ifland: that it had not been poflible for
him to proceed any farther, the ice rifing there in thé fea
like mountains: that he had climbed to the top of fome
of them, whence he was able to fee to a great diltance
round about him, but could difcerns no appedfance of
VoL, III N n « land :
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“ land: and that, at laft, wanting food for his dogs, many
“ of them died, which obliged him to return.”

Befides thefe arguments, which proceed upon an admif-
fion of the hypothefis, that the ice in thofe feas comes from
the rivers, there are others which give great room to
fufpe& the truth of the hypothefis itfelf. Captain Cook,
whofe opinion refpecing the formation of ice had formerly
coincided with that of the theorifts we are now controvert-
ing, found abundant reafon, in the prefent voyage, for
changing his fentiments. We found the coaft of each con-
tinent to be low, the foundings gradually decreafing toward
them, and a ftriking refemblance between the two ; which,
together with the delcription Mr. Hearne gives of the copper-
mine river, afford reafon to conjeture, that whatever rivers
may empty themfelves into the Frozen Sea, from the Ame-
rican continent, are of the fame nature with thofe on the
Afiatic fide ; which are reprefented to be fo fhallow at the
entrance, as to admit only fmall veflels; whereas the ice we
have {een, rifes above the level of the fea to a height equal
to the depth of thofe rivers; fo that its entire height muft

be at leafl ten times greater.

The curious reader will alfo, in this place, be led naturally
to refleét on another circumftance, which appears very in-
compatible with the opinion of thofe who imagine land to-
be necellary for the formation of ice; I mean the different
ttate of the fea about Spitfbergen, and to the North of Beer-
ing’s Straits. It 1s incumbent on them to explain how it
comes to pafs, that in the former quarter, and in the vicinity
of much known land, the navigator annually penetrates to
near 80° North latitude ; whereas, on the other fide, his ut-

moft
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moft efforts have not been able to carry him beyond 71°;
where, moreover, the continents diverge nearly Eaft and
'Weft, and where there is noland yet known to exift near the
pole. For the farther fatisfaction of the reader on this
point, I fhall beg leave to refer him to Obfervations made,
during a woyage round the world, by Dr, Forfter, where he
will find the queftion of the formation of ice, fully and fa-
tisfactorily difcufled, and the probability of open polar feas
difproved by a variety of powerful arguments.

I {hall conclude thefe remarks with a fhort comparative
view of the progrefs we made to the Northward, at the two
different feafons we were engaged in that purfuit, together
with a few general obfervations relative to the fea, and the
coaft of the two continents, which lie to the North of Beer-
ing’s Straits,

It may be obferved, that in the year 1778, we did not
meet with the ice, till we advanced to the latitude of 70°
on Auguft 17th; and that then we found it in compact
bodies, extending as far as the eye could reach, and of
which a part or the whole was moveable, fince, by its drift-
ing down upon us, we narrowly efcaped being hemmed in
between it and the land. After experiencing both how
fruitlefs and dangerous it would be to attempt to penetrate
farther North, between the ice and the land, we ftood over
toward the Afiatic fide, between the latitude 6¢° and - o°, fre-
quently encountering, in this tract, large and extenfive fields
of ice; and though, by reafon of the fogs, and thicknefs of
the weather, we were not able abfolutely and entirely to

trace a conne&ed line of it acrofs, yet we were {ure to meet

with it before we reached the latitude of 70°, whenever we
attempted to ftand to the Northward. On the 26th of Au-
N n 2 guit,
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guft, in latitude 694°, and longitude 184°, we were obftruted
by it in fuch quantities, as made it impoflible for us to pafs
cither to the North or Weft, and obliged us to run along the
edge of it to the South South Weft, till we faw land, which
we afterward found to be the coaftof Afia. With the feafon
thus far advanced, the weather fetting in with fnow and fleet,
and other figns of approaching winter, we abandoned our
enterprize for that time.

In this {fecond attempt, we could do little more than con-
firm the obfervations we had made in the firft; for we were
never able to approach the continent of Afia higher than the
latitude of 67°, nor that of America in any parts, excepting
a few leagues between the latitude of 68° and 68° 20/, that
were not feen the laft year, We were now obftructed by
ice 3° lower, and our endeavours to pufh farther to the
Northward, were principally confined to the mid-{pace be-
tween the two coafts. We penetrated near 3° farther on the
American fide than on the Afiatic, meeting with the ice
both years {fooner, and in greater quantities, on. the latter
coaft. As we advanced North, we ftill found the ice more
compact and folid; yet as, in our different traverfes from
fide to. fide, we pafled over fpaces which had before been
covered with it, we conjectured, that moft of what we {aw
was moveable. Its height, on a medium, we took to be
from eight to ten feet, and that of the higheft to have been
fixteen or eighteen. We again tried the currents twice, and
found them unequal, but never to exceed one mile an hour.
By comparing the reckoning with the obflervations, we alfo
found the currenttofetdifferent ways,yet more from the South
Weil than any other quarter; but whatever their dire&ion
might be, their effect was fo trifling, that no conclufions, re-

fpecting



THE PACIFIC OCEAN.

fpecting the exiftence of any paflage to the Northward, could
be drawn from them. We found the month of July tobe in-
finitely colder than that of Auguft. The thermometer in
July was once at 28°, and very commonly at 30°; whereas
the laft year, in Auguft, it was very rare to have it fo low
as the freezing point. In both feafons, we had fome high
winds, all of which came from the South Weit. We were
fubject to fogs, whenever the wind was moderate, from
whatever quarter, but they attended Southerly winds more
conftantly than contrary ones.

The ftraits, between the two continents, at their neareft
approach, in latitude 66°, were afcertained to be thirteen
leagues, beyond which they diverge to North Eaft by Eaft
and Weft North Weft; and in latitude 6¢°, they become 14°
of longitude, or about one hundred leagues, afunder. A
great fimilarity is obfervable in the appearance of the two
countries, to the Northward of the ftraits. Both are defti-
tute of wood. The fthores are low, with mountains rifing
to a great height farther up the country. The depth of
water, in the mid-way between them, was twenty-nine
and thirty fathoms, decreafing gradually as we approached
either continent, with the difference of being fomewhat
fhoaler on the American than on the Afiatic coaft, at the
{fame diftance from land. The bottom, in the middle, was
a foft {limy mud; and on drawing necar to cither fhore, a
brown fand, intermixed with fmallfragments of bones, and
a few fhells, We obferved burt little tide or current; what
there was, came from the Weftward.

But it is now time to refume the narrative of our voyage,
which was broken off on the 3:ft of July, on which day at
noon we had advanced eighteen leagues to the Southward:
of the Eaft Cape. '

7 We

277

1779,
July.



278

17794
Auguft.
b )

Sunday 1.

.Monday z.

Tucfday 3.

Wednef. 4.

A VOYA GEATDO

“We had light airs from the South Weft, till noon of the
1ft of Auguft, at which time our latitude, by obfervation,
was 64° 23/, longitude 189° 15/, the coaft of Afia extended
from North Weft by Weft to Weft half South, diftant about
twelve leagues ; and the land to the Eaftward of Saint Lau-
rence bore South half Weft. On the 2d, the weather be-
coming clear, we faw the fame land at noon, bearing from
Weft South Weft half Weft to South Eaft, making in a num-
ber of high hummocks, which had the appearance of fe-

-arate iflands; the latitude, by obfervation, was 64° 3/,

longitude 189° 28, and depth of water feventeen fathoms.
We did not approach this land fufficiently near to deter-
mine, whether it was one ifland, or compofed of a clufler
together. Its Wefternmoft part we pafled July gd, in the
evening, and then fuppofed to be the ifland of Saint Lau-
rence; the Eafternmoft we ran clofe by in September laft
year, and this we named Clerke’s Ifland, and found it to
confift of a number of high cliffs, joined together by very
low land. Though we miftook, the laft year, thofe cliffs
for feparate iflands, till we approached very near the fhore,
I thould ftill conjeéture, that the ifland Saint Laurence was
diftinét from Clerke’s Ifland, fince there appeared a confider-
able {pace between them, where we could not perceive the
fmalleft rifing of ground. In the afternoon, we alfo faw
what bore the appearance of a fmall ifland, to the North
Eaft of the land, which was feen at noon, and which, from
the hazinefs of the weather, we had only fight of once.

‘We eflimated its diftance to be nineteen leagues from the

ifland of Saint Laurence, in a North Eaft by Eaft half Eaft
direction. On the 3d, we had light variable winds, and di-
rected our courfe round the North Weft point of the ifland
of Saint Laurence. On the 4th, at noon, our latitude, by

.account,



THE PACIEIC OCEAN.

account, was 64° 8, longitude 188°; the Ifland St. Lau-
rence bearing South one quarter Eaft, diftant feven leagues.
In the afternoon, a frefh breeze {pringing up from the
Eaft, we fteered to the South South Weft, and foon loft
fight of St. Laurence. On the 7th, at noon, the latitude,
by obfervation, was 59° 38, longitude 183°. In the after-

noon, it fell calm, and we got a great number of cod in

feventy-eight fathoms of water. The variation was found
to be 19° Eaft. From this time, to the 17th, we were making
the beft of our way to the South, without any occurrence
worth remarking, except that the wind coming from the
Weftern quarter, forced us farther to the Eaftward than
we withed, as it was our intention to make Beering’s
ifland.

On the 17th, at half paft four in the morning, we faw
land to the North Weft, which we could not approach, the
wind blowing from that quarter. At noon, the latitude, by
obfervation, was 53° 49, longitude 168° 5, and variation

10° Eaft. The land in fight bore North by Weft, twelve op

fourteen leagues diftant, This land we take to be the ifland
Mednoi, laid down, in the Ruflian charts, to the South Eaft
of Beering’s Ifland. It is high land, and appeared clear of
fnow. 'We place it in the latitude 54° 28', longitude 167° 52/,
We got no foundings with one hundred and fifty fathoms of
line.

‘Captain Clerke was now no longer able to get out of his
bed; he therefore defired, that the officers would receive
their orders from me, and directed that we fhould proceed,
with all fpeed, to Awatfka Bay. The wind continuing Weft-
erly, we ftood on to the South, till carly on the morning of

2 the
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the rgth, when, after a few hours rain, it blew from the
Eaftward, and frefhened to a ftrong gale. We accordingly
made the motft of it whilft it lafted, by ftanding to the Weft-
ward, under all the fail we could carry. On the 20th, the
wind fhifting to the South Weft, our courfe was to the Weft
North Weft. At noon, the latitude, by obfervation, was
53° 7'» longitude 162° 49'. On the 21ft, at half paft five in
the morning, we faw a very high peaked mountain on the
coaft of Kamtfchatka, called Cheepoonfkoi Mountain, from
its lying behind the Nofs, bearing North Weft by North,
twenty-five or thirty leagues diftant. At noon, the coaft
extended from North by Eaft to Weft, with a very great ha-
zinefs npon it, and diftant about twelve leagues. We had
light airs the remaining part of this and the following day,
and got no foundings with one hundred and forty fathoms
of line, u

On the 22d of Auguft, 1779, at nine o’clock in the morn-
ing, departed tbis life Captain Charles Clerke, in the thirty-

_eighth year of his age. He died of a confumption, which

had evidently commenced before he left England, and of
which he had lingered during the whole voyage. His very
gradual decay had long made him a melancholy objeét to
his friends; yet the equanimity with which he bore it, the
conftant flow of good fpirits, which continued to the laft
hour, and a cheerful refignation to his fate, afforded them
fome confolation. It was impoflible not to feel a more than
common degree of compaflion for a perfon, whofe life had
becn a continued fcene of thofe difliculties and hardfhips, to
which a feaman’s occupation is fubjelt, and under which
he at laft funk. He was brought up to the Navy from his

earlieft
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earlieft youth, and had been in feveral actions during the
war which began in 1756, particularly in that between the
Bellona and Courageux, where being ftationed in the mizen-
top, he was carried overboard with the maft, but was taken

up without having received any hurt. He was Midfhipman
in the Dolphin, commanded by Commodore Byron, on her

firft Voyage round .the world, and afterward ferved on the
American ftation. In 1768, he made his fecond voyage
round the world, in the Endeavour, as Mafter’s Mate, and
by the promotion, which took place during the expedi-

tion, he returned a Lieutenant. His third voyage round

the world was in the Refolution, of which he was ap-
pointed the Second Lieutenant: and foon after his return,
in 1775, he was promoted to the rank of Mafter and Com-
mander. When the prefent expedition was ordered to be
fitted out, he was appointed to the Difcovery, to accom-
pany Captain Cook; and, by the death of the latter, fuc-
cceded, as has been already mentioned, to the chief com-
mand.

It would be doing his memory extreme injuftice not to
fay, that during the fhort time the expedition was under his
direction, he was moft zealous and anxious for its fuccefs,
His health, about the time the principal command devolved
upon him, began to decline very rapidly, and was every
way unequal to encounter the rigours of a high Northern
climate. But the vigour-and activity of his mind had, in no
fthape, {uffered by the decay of his body: and though he
knew, that by delaying his return to a warmer climate, he
was giving up the only chance that remained for his reco-
very, yet, careful and jealous to the laft degree, that a regard

Vor, IIL -0 to
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Aus to his own fituation fhould never bias his judgment to the
-~ prejudice of the fervice, he perfevered in the fearch of a paf-
fage, till it was the opinion of every officer in both fhips,
that it was impracticable, and that any farther attempts

would not only be fruitlefs, but dangerous.

C H"A P,
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Return to the Harbour of Saint Peter and Saint Pawl—
Promotion of Officers—Funeral of Captain Clerke.—
Damages of the Difcovery repaired.—V arious other
Occupations of the Ships Crews.— Letters from the Com-
mander —Supply of Flour and Naval Stores from a
Ruffian. Galliote— Aecount of an Exile.—DBear-hunting
and Fifbing Parties.— Difgrace of the Serjeant.—Cele-
bration of the King’s Coronation Day, and Vifit from
the Commander.—The Serjeant reinflated.—A Ruffian
Soldier. promoted at our Requeft.—Remarks on the Dif-
cipline of the Ruffian Army.—Church at Paratounca.—
Method of Bear-bhunting.—Farther Account'of the Bears
and Kamtfchadales— Infcription to the Memory of Cap-
tain Clerke.—Supply of Cattle.—Entertainments on the
Emprefs’s Name Day,—Prefent from the Commander.
—Attempt of a Marine to defert—Work out of the
Bay. — Nautical and Geograpbical Defcription  of
Awatfea Bay. — Afronomical Tables, and Obferva-

tions,

SENT Mr. Williamfon to acquaint Captain Gore with 1779,
: v . g A it,

the death of Captain Clerke, and received a letter from "%
him, ordering me to ufe all my endeavours to Kcep in com-

pany with the Difcovery; and, in cafe of a feparation, to
Oo2 make

Sunday 224
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make the beft of my way to the harbour of St. Peter and
St. Paul. At noon, we were in latitude 53° 8’ North, longi-
tude 160° 40’ Eaft, with Cheepoonikoi Nofs bearing Weft.
We had light airs in the afternoon, which lafted through
the forenoon of the 23d. At noon, a frefh breeze {pringing
up from the Eaftward, we ftood in for the entrance of Awat-
fka Bay; and at fix in the evening, faw it bearing Weft
North Weft half Weft, diftant five leagues. At eight, the
light houfe, in which we now found a good light, bore
North Weft by Weft, three miles diftant, The wind about
this time died away ; but the tide being in our favour, we
fent the boats ahead, and towed beyond the narrow parts of
the entrance; and, at one o'clock in the morning of the
24th, the ebb tide fetting againft us, we dropped anchor.

, At nine, we weighed, and turned up the bay with light airs,

and the boats ftill ahead till one; when, by the help of a
freth breeze, we anchored, before three in the afternoon,
in the harbour of St Peter and S8t. Paul, with our enfign
half ftaff up, on account of our carrying the body of
our late Captain ; and were foon after followed by the Dif-
covery.

~We had no fooner anchored, than our old friend, the
Serjeant, who was ftill the Commander of the place, came
on board with a prefent of berries, intended for our poor
deccafed Captain. He was exceedingly affeted when we
told him of his death, and fhewed him the coffin that con-

tained his body. And as it was Captain Clerke’s particular

requeft to be buried on fthore, and, if poflible, in the church
of Paratounca, we took the prefent opportunity of explain-

~ing this matter to the Serjeant, and confulting with him

about the proper fteps to be taken on the occafion, In the
courfe of our converfation, which, for want of an interpre-

Q ter;
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ter, was carried on but imperfeétly, we learned that Pro-
feflor de L'Ifle, and feveral Ruflian gentlemen, who died here,
had been buried in the ground near the barracks, at the
ofirog of St. Peter and St. Paul’s; and that this place would
be preferable to Paratounca, as the church was to be re-
moved thither the next year. It was therefore determined,
that we fhould wait for the arrival of the Prielt of Para-
tounca, whom the Serjeant advifed us to fend for, as the
only perfon that could fatisfy our inquiries on this {ubjeét.
The Serjeant having, at the fame time, fignified his inten-
tions of fending off an exprefs to the Commander at Bol-
cheretfk, to acquaint him with our arrival, Captain Gore
availed himfelf of that occafion of writing him a letter, in
which he requefted that fixteen head of black cattle might
be fent with all poflible expedition. And becaufe the Com-

mander did not underftand any language except his own, the '

nature of our requeft was made known to the Serjeant, who
readily undertook to fend, along with our letter, an explana-
tion of its contents.

We could not help remarking, that, although the country
was much improved in its appearance fince we were laft
here, the Ruflians looked, if pofiible, worfe now than they
did then. Itis to be owned, they obferved, that this was:
alfo the cafe with us; and as neither party feemed to like
to be told of their bad looks, we found mutual confolation
in throwing the blame ‘upon the country, whofe green and®

lively complexion, we agreed, caft a deadnefs and fallow-

nefs upon our own.

The irruption of the volcano, which was fo violent when
we failed out of the bay, we found, had done no damage
here, notwithftanding ftones had fallen at the ¢ffrog, of the

fize
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fize of a goofe’s egg. This was all the news we had to in-
quire after, and all they had to tell; excepting that of the
arrival of Sopofnikoff from Oonalafhka, who took charge of
the pacquet Captain Cook had fent to the Admiralty, and
which, it gave us much fatisfaction to find, had been for-
warded.

In the morning of the 25th, Captain Gore made out the
new commiflions, in confequence of Captain Clerke’s death ;
appointing himfelf to the command of the Refolution, and
me to the command of the Difcovery; and Mr. Lanyan,
mafter’s Mate of the Refolution, who had ferved in that ca-
pacity on board the Adventure in the former voyage, was
promoted to the vacant Lieutenancy. Thefe promotions
produced the following farther arrangements: Licutenants
Burney and Rickman were removed from the Difcovery, to
be Firft and Second Lieutecnants of the Refolution; and
Lieutenant Williamfon was appointed Firft Lieutenant of
the Difcovery. Captain Gore alfo permitted me to take into
the Difcovery, four Midfhipmen, who had made themf{elves
ufeful to me in aftronomical calculations, and whofe af-
fitance was now particularly neceflary, as we had no ephe-
meris for the prefent year. And, that aftronomical obferva-
tions might continue to be made in both fhips, Mr. Bayley
took my place in the Refolution. The f{ame day we were
vifited by the Pope Romanoff Verethagen, the worthy Prieft
of Paratounca. He exprefled his forrow at the death of
Captain Clerke in a manner that did honour to his feelings,
and confirmed the account given by the Serjeant, refpecting
the intended removal of the church to the harbour; adding,
that the timber was actually preparing, but leaving the
choice of either place entirely to Captain Gore,

¢ The
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The Difcovery, as has been mentioned, had fuffered great
damage from the ice, particularly on the 23d day of July;
and having, ever fince, been exceedingly leaky, it was
imagined that fome of her timbers had ftarted. Captain
Gore therefore fent the carpenters of the Refolution to aflift
our own in repairing her; and accordingly, the forchold
being cleared, to lighten her forward, they were fet to work
to rip the damaged fheathing from the larboard bow, This
operation difcovered, that three feet of the third ftrake, un-
der the wale, were ftaved, and the timbers within ftarted.
A tent was next erected, for the accommodation of {uch of
our people as were employed on fhore; and a party were
fent a mile into the country, to the Northward of the har-
bour, to fell timber. The obfervatories were ereted at the
Weft end of the village, near a tent, in which Captain Gore
and myfelf took up our abode.

The farther we proceeded in removing the {heathing, the
more we dilcovered of the decayed ftate of the fhip’s hull.
The next morning, cight feet of a plank in the wale were
found to be fo exceedingly rotten, as to make it neceflary to
thift it. This left us for fome time at a ftand, as nothing
was to be found, in either thip, wherewith to replace it, un-
lefs we chofe to cut up a top-maft; an expedient not to be
had recourfe to, till all others failed. The carpenters were
therefore fent on fhore in the afternoon, in fearch of a tree
big enough for the purpofe. Luckily they found a birch,
which I believe was the only one of f{ufficient fize in the
whole neighbourhood of the bay, and which had been fawed
down by us when we were laft here; fo that it had the ad-
vantage of having lain fome time to feafon. This was thaped
on the fpot, and brought on board the next morning.

As
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As the feafon was now fo far advanced, I was fearful left

, any delay or hindrance {hould arife, on our parts, to Captain

Gore’s farther views of difcovery, and therefore gave orders
that no more fheathing fhould be ripped off, than was abfo-
lutely neceflary for repairing the damages fuflained by the
ice. This I did, being apprehenfive of their meeting with
more decayed planks, which, I judged, had much better
remain in that fate, than be filled up with green birch,
upon a fuppofition that fuch was to be had. All hands were,
at prefent, bufily employed in feparate duties, that every
thing might be in readinefs for fea, againft the time our
carpenters fhould have finifhed their work. We fet apart
four men to haul the feine for falmon, which were caught
in great abundance, and found to be of an excellent quality,
After fupplying the immediate wants of both fhips, we
falted down near a hogfhead a day. The invalids, who
were four in number, were employed in gathering greens,
and in cooking for the parties on fhore. Our powder was
alfo landed, in order to be dried; and the fea-horfe blubber,
with which both fhips, in our paflage to the North (as has
been before related), had ftored themfelves, was now boiled
down for oil, which was become a neceflary article, our
candles having long fince been expended. The cooper was
fully engaged in his department : and in this manner were
both fhips companies employed in their feveral occupa-
tions, till Saturday afternoon, which was given up to all
our men, except the carpenters, for the purpofe of wafh-
ing their linen, and getting their clothes in fome little

~ order, that they might make a decent appearance on Sun-

Sunday 29,

day.

In the afternoon of that day, we paid the laft offices to
Captain Clerke. The officers and men of both fhips walked
in
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in proceflion to the grave, whilft the fhips fired minute-
guns ; and the {ervice being ended, the marines fired three
vollies. He was interred under a -tree, which ftands on
rifing ground, in the valley to the North fide of the harbour,
where the hofpital and ftore houfes are fituated ; Caprain
Gore having judged this fituation moft agreeable to the laft
wifhes of the deceafed, for the reafons above-mentioned ;
and the Priclt of Paratounca having pointed out a fpot for
his grave, which, he faid, would be as near as he could
guefs, in the centre of the new church. This reverend
Paftor walked in the proceffion, along with the gentleman

who read the fervice; and all the Ruflians in the garrifon

were aflembled, and attended with great refpect and fo-
lemnity.

On the 3oth, the different parties returned to their refpec-
tive employments, as mentioned in the courfe of the preced-
ing week; and on the 2d of September, the carpenters
having fhifted the rotten and damaged planks, and re-
paired and caulked the fheathing of the larboard bow, pro-
ceeded to rip off the fheathing that had been injured by the
ice, from the ftarboard fide. Here, again, they difcovered
four feetof a plank, in the third ftrake under the wale, fo
thaken, as to make it neceflary to be replaced. This was
accordingly done, and the fheathing repaired on the 3d.
In the afternoon of the fame day, we got on board fome bal-
laft, unhung the rudder, and fent it on fhore, the lead of the
pintles being found entirely worn away, and a great partof
the fheathing rubbed off. As the carpenters of the Refolu-
tion were not yet wanted, we got this fet to rights the next
day, but finding the rudder out of all proportion heavy, even
heavier than that of the Refolution, we let it remain on
thore, in order to dry and lighten.
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The fame day, an enfign arrived from Bolcheretfk with a

~-— letter from the Commander to Captain Gore, which we put

Sunday 5.

into the Serjeant’s hands, and, by his affiftance, were made
to underftand, that orders had been given about the cattle;
and that they might be expeted here in a few days; and,
moreover, that Captain Shmaleff, the prefent Commander,
would himfelf pay us a vifit immediately on the arrival of a
floop which was daily expected from Okotzk. The young
officer, who brought the letter, was the fon of the Captain
Lieutenant Synd, who commanded an expedition on difco-
very, between Afia and America, eleven years ago, and re-
fided at this time at Okotzk *. He intormed us, that he was
fent to receive our diretions, and to take care to get us fup.
plied with whatever our fervice might require; and that
he fhould remain with us, till the Commander was himfelf
able to leave Bolcheretfk ; after which he was to return, that
the garrifon there might not be left without an officer.

On the s5th, the parties that were on fhore returned on
board, and were employed in {crubbing the fhip’s bottom,

* See all that is known of his voyage, and a Chart of his difcoveries, in Mr. Coxe’s
Account of Ruffian Difcoveries between Afia and America. "We were not able to ‘learn,
from the Ruflians in Kamtfchatka, a more perfe& account of Synd than we now find
is given by Mr. Coxe; and yet they feemed difpofed to communicate all that they
really knew. Major Behm could only inform us, in general, that the expedition
had mifcarried as to its object, and that the commander had fallen under much blame.
It appeared evidently, that he had been on the coaft of America to the Southward of
Cape Prince of Wales, between the latitude of 64° and 65°; and it is moft probable,
that his having got too far to the Northward to meet with fea-otters, which the
Ruffians, in all their attempts at difcoveries, feem to have principally in view, and
his returning without having made any that promifed commercial advantages, was the
caufe of his difgrace, and of the great contempt with which the Ruflians always fpoke
of this officer’s voyage.

The clufter of iflands, placed in Synd’s chart, between the latitude of 61° and 65°, is
undoubtedly the fame with the ifland, called, by Beering, St. Laurence’s, and thofe
we named Clerke’s, Anderfon’s, and King’s Iflands ; but their proportionate fize, and
relative fituation, are exceedingly erroncous,

3 and
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and getting in eight tons of fhingle ballaft. We alfo got up
two of our guns, that had been ftowed in the fore-hold, and
mounted them on the deck, being now about to vifit na-
tions, our reception amongft whom might a good deal de-
pend on the refpectability of our appearance.

The Refolution hauled on fhore on the 8th, to repair fome
damages, which fhe had alfo received among the ice, in her
cutwater ; and our carpenters, in their turn, were fent to
her afliftance.

About this time we began to brew a ftrong decoétion of

a {pecies of dwarf-pine that grows here in great abun-
dance, thinking that it might hereafter be ufeful in
making beer, and that we thould probably be able to pro-
cure fugar or melafles to ferment with it at Canton. At all
events, I was fure it would be ferviceable as a medicine for
the fcurvy; and was more particularly defirous of fupply-
ing myfelf with as much of it as I could procure, becaufe
moft of the preventatives we had brought out, were either
ufed, or fpoiled by keeping. By the time we had prepared
a hogthead of it, the fhip’s copper was difcovered to be
very thin, and cracked in many places. This obliged me
to defift, and to give orders, that it fhould be ufed as fpa-
ringly, for the future, as poffible. It might, perhaps, be
an ufeful precaution for thofe who may hereafter be en-
gaged in long voyages of this kind, either to provide them-
felves with a fpare copper, or to fee that the copper ufually
"furnifhed be of the ftrongeft kind. The various extra-
fervices, in which it will be found neceffary to employ them,
and efpecially the important one of making antifcorbutic
decoctions, feem abfolutely to require fome {uch provifion ;
and I fhould rather recommend the former on account
Pp2 of
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of the additional quantity of fuel that would be confumed’
in heating thick coppers.

In the morning of the 1oth; the boats from both fhips:
were {ent to tow into the harbour a Ruffian galliot from
Okotzk. She had been thirty-five days on her paflage, and
had been feen from the light-houfe a fortnight ago, beating
up toward the mouth of the bay. At that time, the crew
had fent their only boat on fhore for water, of which they
now began to be in great want; and the wind frefhening,.
the boat was loft on its return ; and the galliot, being driven
out to fea again, had fuffered exceedingly.

There were fifty foldiers- in her, with their wives and:
children; and feveral other paffengers, befides the crew,
which confifted of twenty-five; o that they had upward
of an hundred fouls on board. A great number for a veflel’
of eighty tons; and that was alfo heavy laden with ftores
and provifions. Both this galliot, and the floop we faw here
in May, are built like the Dutch doggers. Soon after fhe
had come to anchor, we received a vifit from a Put-parouchich,
or Sub-lieutenant, who was a paflenger in the galliot, and
fent to take the command of this place. Part of the fol-
diers, we underftood, were alfo defigned to reinforce the
garrifon ; and two pieces of fmall cannon were landed, as
an additional defence to the town. It fhould feem, from
thefe circumftances, that our vifit here had drawn the atten-
tion of the Ruflian Commanders in Siberia to the defencelefs
fituation of the place ; and I was told by the honeft Serjeant,
with many fignificant fhrugs, that, as we had found our
way into it, other nations might do the fame, fome of
whom might not be altogether fo welcome,

5 Next
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Next morning the Refolution hauled off from the fhore,.
Raving repaired the damages fhe had fuftained by the ice;
and, in the courfe of the day, we got from the galliot a fmall
quantity of pitch, tar, cordage, and twine; canvafs was the
only thing we afked for, with which their {fcanty ftore did not
put it into their power to fupply us. We alfo received from:
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her an hundred and forty fkins of flour, amounting to 13,782 -

pounds Englifh, after deducting five pounds for the weight
of each bag..

We had a conftant courfe of dry weather till this day,
when there came on a heavy rain, accompanied with ftrong
fqualls of wind; which obliged us to firike our yards and
topmails.

The 12th, being Sunday, was kept as a day of reft; but
the weather unfortunately continuing foul, our men could
not derive the advantage from it we withed, by gathering
the berries that grew in great quantities and varieties on the
coaft; and taking other paftime on fhore. The fame day,
Enfign Synd left us to return to Bolcheretfk with the re-
mainder of the foldiers that came in the galliot. He had:
been our conftant gueft during his ftay. Indeed, we could
not but confider him, on his father’s account, as, in fome
meafure, belonging to us, and entitled, as one of the family
of difcoverers, to a fhare in our affections.

We had hitherto admitted the Serjeant to our tables, in-
confideration of his being Commander of the place; and,
morcover, becaufe he was a quick, fenfible man, and com--
prehended better than any other the few Ruffian words we

had Jearned. Enfign Synd had very politely fuffered him
to enjoy the fame privileges during his ftay; but, on the

arrival of the new Commander from Okotzk, the Serjeant,
for

Sunday 12+
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for fome caufe or other, which we could not learn, fell into
difgrace, and was no longer {fuffered to it down in the com-
pany of his own officers. It was in vain to think of mak-
ing any attempt to obtain an indulgence, which, though it
would have been highly agreecable to us, was doubtlefs in-
compatible with their difcipline.

On Wednefday we had finifhed the ftowage of the holds ;
got on board all our wood and water ; and were ready to put
to fea at a day’s notice. It is however neceflary to obferve,
that though every thing was in this degrec of readinefs on
board, the cattle were not yet arrived from Verchnei; and
as frefh provifions were the moft important article of our
wants, and in a great meafure neceflary for the health of
the men, we could not think of taking our departure with-
out them. We therefore thought this a favourable oppor-
tunity (efpecially as there was an appearance of fine wea-
ther) of taking fome amufement on fhore, and acquiring a
little knowledge of the country. Accordingly, Captain Gore
propofed a party of bear-hunting, which we all very readily
came into.

We did not {fet out on this expedition till Friday the 17th,
in order to give a day’s reft to the Hofpodin Ivafkin, a new
acquaintance, that was to be of our party, and who came
down here on Wednefday. This gentleman, who, we un-
derftood, ufually refides at Verchnei, had been defired by
Major Behm to attend us on our return to the harbour, in
order to be our interpreter; and the accounts we had heard
of him, before his arrival, had excited in us a great cu-
riofity to fee him.

He is of a confiderable family in Ruflia. His father was
a General in the Emprefs’s fervice; and he himfelf, after
having
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having received his education partly in France, and partly Seprb
in Germany, had been page to the Emprefs Elizabeth, and w——
an Enfign in her guards. At the age of fixteen he was

knowted, had his nofe flit, and was banifhed firft to Siberia

and afterward to Kamtfchatka, where he had now lived
thirty-one years. He was a very tall thin man, with a face

‘all over furrowed with deep wrinkles; and bore, in his

whole figure, the ftrongeft marks of old age, though he had

{carcely reached his fifty-fourth year.

To our very great difappointment, he had fo totally for-
gotten both his German and French, as not to be able to
fpeak a fentence, nor readily to underftand what was faid
to him, in cither of thefe languages. We found ourfelves
thus unfortunately deprived of what we flattered ourfelves
would have turned out a favourable opportunity of getting
farther information relative to this country. We had alfo
promifed ourfelves much pleafure from the hiflory of this

extraordinary man, which he probably would have been
induced to relate to ftrangers, who might perhaps be

of fome little fervice to him, but who could have no in-

ducement to take advantage, from any thing he might fay,

to do him an injury. No one here knew the caufe of his

banithment ; but they took it for granted, that it muft have s

been for fomething very atrocious ; particularly, as two or

three Commanders of Kamtf hatka have endeavoured to

get him recalled, fince the prefcnt Cmprefs’s reign ; but far

from fucceeding in this, they hiave not been cven able to get

the place of his banithment changed. 1l¢ told us, that, for

twenty years, he had nor talted brend, nor had been allowed

fubfiftence of any kind whatfoeicr; but that, during this

period. he had lived among 1ic Kam {¢hadales, on what his

own activity and toil in t¢ chace had furnifthed., That af«
terward
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terward he had a {mall penfion granted; and that fince
Major Behm came to the command, his fituation had been
infinitely mended. The notice that worthy man had taken
of him, and his having often invited him to become his
gueft, had been the occafion of others following his ex-
ample ; befides which, he had been the means of getting
his penfion increafed to one hundred roubles a year; which
is the common pay of an Enfign in all parts of the Em-
prefs’s dominions, except in this province, where the pay of
all the officers is double. Major Behm told us, that he had
obtained permiffion to take him to Okotzk, which was to be
the place of his refidence in future; but that he fhould

leave him behind for the prefent, on an idea, that he

might, on our return to the bay, be ufeful to us as an
interpreter.

Having given orders to the Firft Lieutenants of both fhips,

to let the rigging have fuch a repair as the fupply of ftores,

we had lately received, would permit, we fet out on our
hunting party, under the direction of the corporal of the

Kamtfchadales, intending, before we began to look for our

game, to proceed ftraight to the head of Behm’s Harbour. It

is an.inlet on the Wetft fide of the bay (which we had named
-after that officer, from its being a favourite place of his,
.and having been {urveyed by himf{elf), and is called by the
natives Tareinika.

In our way toward this harbour, we met the Toion of Saint

Peter and Saint Paul, in a canoe, with his wife and two

children, and another Kamtfchadale. He had killed two
{eals upon a round ifland, that lies in the entrance of the
harbour, with which, and a great quantity of berries that

he had gathered, he was returning home. As the wind had

veered to the South Weft, we now changed our route, by
his
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his advice; and, inftead of going up the harbour, dircted
our courfe to the Northward, toward a pool of water that
lies near the mouth of the river Paratounca, and which was
a known haunt of the bears, We had fcarce landed, when
unfortunately the wind changed to the Eaftward, and a fe-
cond time deftroyed all hopes of coming up with our game;
for the Kamtfchadales afflured us, that it was in vain to ex-
pect to meet with bears, whilft we were to the windward ;
owing to their being poflefled of an uncommon acutenefs
in {centing their purfuers, which enabled them, under fuch
circumftances, to avoid the danger, whilft it is yetata very
great diftance. We returned therefore to the boat, and
pafled the night on the beach, having brought a tent with
us for that purpofe ; and the next day, by the advice of our
guides, crofled the bay, and went to the head of Rakoweena
Harbour.

Having here fecured the boats, we proceeded with all our
luggage on foot, and, after a walk of five or fix miles, came
to the fea-fide, a league to the Northward of the Light-
houfe Head. From hence, as far as we could fee toward
Cheepoonfkoi Nofs, there is a continued narrow border of
low level ground adjoining to the fea, which is covered
with heath, and produces great abundance of berries, par-
ticularly thofe called partridge and crow berries. We were
told, we fhould not fail to meet with a number of bears,
feeding upon thefe berries; but that the weather being
thowery, was unfavourable for us.

Accordingly, we direted our courfe along this plain; and
though we faw feveral bears at a diftance, we could never,

with all our management, contrive to get within fhot of

them. Our diverfion was therefore changed to fpearing of
VoL, 11 Qq {almon,
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falmon, which we faw pufhing, in great numbers, through
the furf into a fmall river. I could not help obferving, how
much inferior our Kamt{chadales were at this method of
fithing, to the people at Oonalathka; nor were their inftru-
ments, although pointed with iron, near fo good for the
purpofe, nor to be compared in neatnefs, to thofe of the
Americans, though pointed only with bone. On inquiring
into the reafon of this inferiority, I was informed by the
corporal, who had lived many years amongft the Americans,
that formerly the Kamtfchadales made ufe of the fame kind
of darts and fpears with the Americans, headed and barbed
with bone, and were not lefs dexterous in the management
of them than the latter. We could not underftand one ano-
ther fufliciently for me to learn the caufe of this change;
probably it was one of the not unufual effes of a forced
and imperfelt ftate of improvement. = It fell out very oppor-
tunely, that the water afforded us a little prey ; for befides
our ill fuccefs in the chace by land, we had alfo been difap-
pointed in our expectations of fhooting wild fowl, on a
fupply of which we had in fome meafure depended for our
fubfifience; and on its failure, began to think that we had
been full long abfent from head-quarters.

Our Kamtfchadales now difcovered, that the want of fuc-
cefs, in not meeting with game, was owing to the party
being too large, and to the unavoidable noife that was the
confequence of it. We therefore agreed to feparate; Iva-
{kin, the corporal, and myfelf, forming one party ; Captain
Gore, and the reft of the company, the other.

Accordingly, after pafling the night under our tent, we
fet out on the morning of the 1g9th, by different routes,
meaning to take a circuit round the country, and meet at

Saint
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Saint Peter and Saint Paul. The party to which I belonged,
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took the courfe of the river, at the mouth of which we had =

fithed for the falmon; and, after being thoroughly foaked
by the heavy rains that fell all the morning, we came about
three in the afternoon to fome old dalagans, where a Kamt{~
chadale village had been formerly fituated, without meet-
ing with a fingle bear during the whole of a long and tedi-
ous walk. It was our firft intention to have remained here
all night, in order to have refumed our chace early the next
morning ; but the weather clearing, and at the {fame time
a frefh breeze fpringing up from a quarter unfavourable to
our defigns, the Hofpodin, whom former fufferings had
made very unfit to bear much fatigue, and who feemed, at
prefent, more particularly diftrefled from having emptied
his fnuff-box, began to be very importunate with us to return
home. It was fome time before the old corporal confented,
alleging, that we were at a great diftance from the harbour ;

and that, on account of the badnefs of the way, the night
would probably overtake us before we reached the end of

our journey. At length, however, he yielded to Ivafkin’s
intreaties, and condu¢ted us along the fide of a number of
fmall lakes, with which the flat part of this country feems
much to abound. Thefe lakes are from half a mile to two
miles in length, and about half a mile broad ; the water is
freth and clear, and they are full of a red coloured fith, re-
fembling, both in fhape and fize, a fmall {falmon ; of which
a more particular defcription will be given hereafter. The
banks of thefe lakes were covered with the fragments of
filh that the bears had half eaten, and which caufed an in-
tolerable fltench. We often came upon the {pots which the
bears had juft left, but were never able even to come within
fight of them.

Qq 2 It
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It was night before we reached the fhips, and we had
then been twelve hours upon our legs. Poor Ivafkin found
himfelf exceedingly tired and overcome with fatigue; pro-
bably, he was more fenfible of it, for want of a fupply of
fnufl’; for, every flep he took, his hand dived mechanically
into his pocket, and drew out his huge empty box. We had
{carcely got into the tent, when the weather fet in exceed-
ingly rough and wet. We congratulated ourfelves, that we
had not ftayed out another day, the Hofpodin’s box was re-
plenithed, and we forgot the fatigues and ill fuccefs of our
expedition over a good fupper.

I was exceedingly forry, on being told the next day, that
our friend the ferjeant had undergone corporal punifh-
ment, during our abfence, by command of the old Put-pa-
rouchick, None of our people had been able to learn what
was the caufe of his difpleafure; but it was imagined to
have arifen from fome little jealoufy fubfifting between
them, on account of the civility which we had thewn to the
former. However, having every reafon to believe, that the
offence, whatever it might be, did not call for fo difgraceful
a chaftifement, we could not help being both forry and
much provoked at it, as the terms on which we had lived
with him, and the intereft we were known to take in his
aflairs, made the affront in fome meafure perfonal to our=
felves. For it has not yet been mentioned, that we had con-
fulted with the late worthy Commander, Major Behm,
who was alfo his friend, by what means we might be moft
likely to fucceed in doing him fome fervice, for the good
order he had kept in the ofrog during our ftay, and for his
readinefs, on all occafions, to oblige us. The Major ad-
vifed a letter of recommendation to the Governor General,:

which Captain Clerke had accordingly given him, and
which,
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which, backed with his own reprefentations, he had no
doubt would get the ferjeant advanced a ftep higher in-his

profeilion.

We did not choofe to make any remonflrance on this fub-
je&, till the arrival of Captain Shmaleff. Indeed our ina--
bility, from the want of language, to enter into any difcuf~

fion of the bufinefs, made it advifable to come to this de-
termination. However, when the Put-parouchick paid us his
next vifit, we could not help teftifying our chagrin, by re-
ceiving him very coolly. :

The 22d, being the anniverfary of his Majefty’s corona-
tion, twenty-one guns were fired, and the handfometft feaft

our fituation would allow of was prepared, in honour of
the day. As we were fitting down to dinner, the arrival of

Captain Shmalefl was announced. This was a- moft agree--
able furprize ; in the firft place, becaufe he arrived fo oppor--

tunely to partake of the good fare and feftivity of the ocea-

fion; and, in the next, becaufe, in our laft accounts of him,.
we were given to underftand, that the effects of a fevere ill-
nefs had made him unequal to the journey. We were glad.
to find this had been merely an excufe; that, in fac; he:

was afhamed of coming empty-handed, knowing we muft

be in great want of tea, fugar, &w«. & ; and that therefore.
he had deferred his fetting out, in daily expectation of the.

floop from Okotfk ; but having no tidings of her, and dread-
ing left we thould fail, without his having paid us a vifit, he
was determined to fet out, though with nothing better to
prefent to us, thanapologies for the poverty of Bolcheretik.
At the fame time, he acquainted us, that our not having
received the fixteen head of black cattle, we had defired

might be fent down, was owing to the very heavy rains
at
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at Verchnei, which had prevented their fetting out. We
made the beft anfwer we were able, to fo much politenefs
and generofity; and the next day, on coming on board the
Refolution, he was faluted with eleven guns. Speci-
mens of all our curiofities were prefented to him; and
Captain Gore added to them a gold watch, and a fowling-
picce.

The next day, he was entertained on board the Difcovery ;
and on the 25th, he took leave of us toreturn to Bolcheretfk.
He could not be prevailed on to lengthen his vifit, having
fome expectations, as he told us, that the Sub-governor Ge-
neral, who was at this time making a tour through all the
provinces of the Governor General of Jakutfk, might arrive
in the floop that was daily expected from Okotfk. Before
his departure, and without any interference of ours, he re-
inftated the Serjeant in the command of this place, having
determined to take the Put-parcuchick along with him ; at the
fame time, we underftood that he was highly difpleafed with
him, on account of the punifhment that had been inflicted
on the Serjeant, and for which there did not appear to be
the {lighteft grounds.

Captain Shmalefl’s great readinefs to give us every pof-
fible proof of his defire to oblige us, encouraged us to afk a
fmall favour, for another of our Kamtfchadale friends. It
was to requite an old foldier, whofe houfe had been, art all
times, open to the inferior officers, and who had done
both them, and all the crew, a thoufand good offices. The
Captain moft obligingly complied with our requeft, and
dubbed him (which was al!l he wifhed for) a corporal, upon
the fpot; and ordered him to thank the Englifh officers for
his great promotion. It may not here be improper to ob-

3 ferve,
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ferve, that, in the Ruflian army, the inferior clafs of officers
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enjoy a degree of pre eminence above the private men, with ‘“———"

which we, in our fervice, are in a great meafure unac-
quainted. It was no fmall aftonifhment to us, to fee a Ser-
jeant keep up all the ftate, and exact all the refpec, from all
beneath him, belonging to a field officer. It may be farther
remarked, that there are many more gradations of rank

amongft them, than are to be met with in other countries.
Between a ferjeant and a private man, there are not lefs
than four intermediate fteps; and I have nodoubt, but that
the advantages arifing from this fyftem are found to be very
confiderable, The f{alutary effects of little fubordinate ranks
in our fea-fervice, cannot be queflioned. It gives rife to
great emulation, and the {uperior officers are enabled to
beftow, on almoft every poflible degree of merit, a reward
proportioned to it.

Having been incidentally led into this fubje, I fhall beg
leave to add but one obfervation more, namely, that the dif-
cipline of the Ruflian army, though at this diftance from
the feat of government, is of the ftricteft and fevereft kind ;
from which even the commiffioned officers are not exempt.
The punithment of the latter for finall offences is imprifon-
ment, and a bread and water diet. An Enfign, a good friend
of ours at this place, told us, that for having been con-
cerned in a drunken rior, he was confined in the black
hole for three months, and fed upon bread and water;
which, he {aid, {o fhattered his nerves, that he had never
fince had {pirits for a common convivial mceting.

Taccompanied Captain Shmalefl to the entrance of Awat-
fka River, and, having bid him farewel ook this opportu-
nity of paying a vilit 1o the Prieft of Puratounca. On Sunday

the
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the 26th, Iattended him to church. The congregation con-
fifted of his own family, three Kamt{chadale men, and three
boys, who aflifted in finging part of the fervice; the whole
of which was performed in a very folemn and edifying
manner. The church is of wood, and by far the beft building
cither in this town, or in that of St. Peter and St, Paul. It is
ornamented with many paintings, particularly with two pic-
tures of St. Peter and St. Paul, prefented by Beering; and
which, in the real richnefs of their drapery, would carry off
the prize from the firft of our European performances ;
for all the principal parts of it are made of thick plates of
folid filver, faftened to the canvafs, and fafhioned into the
various foldings of the robes with which the figures were
clothed.

The next day, I fet on foot another hunting party, and
put myfelf under the direction of the Clerk of the parifh,
who was a celebrated bear-hunter. We arrived, by fun-fet,
at the fide of one of the larger lakes. The next ftep was to
conceal ourfelves as much as poflible; and this we were able
to do very effectually, among fome long grafs and brufh-
wood, that grew clofe to the water’s edge. We had not
Jain long in ambuth, before we had the pleafure to hear the
growlings of bears in different parts round about us; and
our expectations were foon gratified, by the fight of one of
them in the water, which feemed to be {fwimming directly
to the place where we lay hid. The moon, at this time,
gave a confiderable light; and when the animal had ad-
vanced about fifteen yards, three of us fired at it, pretty
nearly at the fame time. The beaft immediately turned
dhort on one fide, and fet up a noife, which could not pro-
perly be called roaring, nor growling, nor yelling, but was

a mixture
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a mixture of all three, and horrible beyond defcription. We
plainly faw that it was feverely wounded, and that with dif-
ficulty it gained the bank, and retreated to fome thick
bufhes at a little diftance. It flill continued to make the
{fame loud and terrible noife ; and though the Kamt{chadales
were perfuaded it was mortally wounded, and could get no
farther, yet they thought it moft advifeable not to roufc it
again for the prefent. It was, at this time, palt nine
o'clock ; and the night becoming overcaft, and threatening
a change of weather, we thought it moft prudent to return
home, and defer the gratification of our curiofity till morn-
ing, when we returned to the {fpot, and found the bear dead
in the place to which it had been watched. It proved to be
a female, and beyond the common fize.

As the account of our firlt hunting party will be apt to
give the reader a wrong idca of the method in which this
fport is ufually conducted ; it may not be amifs to add a few
more words on the fubje¢t; and which I am the better able

to do fince this laft expedition.

When the natives come to the ground frequented by the
bears, which they contrive to reach about {un-fet, the firft
ftep is to look for their tracks, to examine which are the
frefheft, and the beft fitnated with a view to concealment,
and taking aim at the beaft, cither as he is pafling by, or
advancing in front, or going from them. Thefe tracks are
found in the greateft numbers, leading from the woods
down to the lakes, and among the long fedgy grafs and
brakes by the edge of the water. The place of ambufcade
being determined upon, the hunters next fix in the ground
the crutches, upon which their firelocks are made to reft,

pointing them in the dircction they mean to make their
Vou. Il R r thot,
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Sen ke thot, This done, they kneel or lie down, as the circum-
v ftances of the cover require; and, with their bear-fpears by
their fide, wait for their game. Thefe precautions, which
are chiefly taken, in order to make fure of their mark, are,
on feveral accounts, highly expedient. For, in the firft
place, ammunition is fo dear at Kamtf{chatka, that the price
of a bear will not purchafe more of it than is {uflicient to
load a muflket four or five times; and, what is more mate-
rial, if the bear be not rendered incapable of purfuit by the
firft thot, the confequences are often fatal. He immediately

makes toward the place from whence the noife and fmoke
iffue, and attacks his adverfaries with great fury. Itis im-
poflible for them to reload, as the animal is feldom at more
than twelve or fifteen yards diftance, when he is fired at: fo
that, if he does not fall, they immediately put themfelves
in a pofture to receive him upon their {pears; and their
fafety greatly depends on their giving him a mortal ftab, as
he firft comes upon them. If he parries the thruft (which,
by the extraordinary ftrength and agility of their paws, they
are often enabled to do), and thereby breaks in upon his
adverfaries, the confli¢t becomes very unequal, and it is
well if the life of one of the party alone fuffice to pay the
forfeit. .

- There are two feafons of the year when this diverfion, or
occupation, as it may be rather called, is more- particularly
dangerous: in.the {pring, when the bears firft come forth,
after having fubfifted, as is univerfally afferted here, on
fucking their paws through the winter; and efpecially if
the froft happen to be fevere, and the ice not to be broken
up in the lake at that time, by which means they are de-
prived of their ordinary and expe&ted food. Under thefe
circumftances, they foon become exceedingly famifhed, and

4 fierce
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fierce and favage in proportion. They will purfue the na-
tives by the fcent; and, as they now prowl about out of
their ufual tracks, frequently come upon them unawares ;
and when this happens, as the Kamt{chadales have not the
fmalleft notion of fthooting flying, nor even at an animal
running, or in any way except with their piece on a reft,
the bear-hunters often fall a facrifice to their hunger. The
other feafon in which it is dangerous to come in their way.,
is at the time of their copulation, which is generally about
this time of the year.

An extraordinary inftance of natural affection in thefe
animals hath been already mentioned. The chace affords a
variety of a fimilar nature, and not lefs affecting; many of
which were related to me. The Kamtfchadales derive great
advantage in hunting, from this circumftance. They never
venture to fire upon a young bear, when the mother is near:

for, if the .cub drop, the becomes enraged to a degree little
{hort of madnefs; and if fhe get fight of the enemy, will

only quit her revenge with her life. On the contrary, if
the dam be fhot, the cubs will not leave her fide, even af-
ter {he has been dead a long time; -but continue about her,
{hewing, by a variety of affe¢ting altions and geftures, marks
of the deepefl aflliction, and thus become an eafy prey to the
hunters.
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Nor is thefagacity of the bears, if the Kamtfchadales are -

to be credited, lefs extraordinary, or lefs worthy to be re-
marked, than their natural affe¢tion. Of this they have a
thoufand flories to relate. I fhall content myfelf with men-
tioning one inftance, which the natives fpeak of as a well-
known fact; and that is, the flratagem they have recourfe
to, in order to catch the -bareins, which are confiderably

RT2 100
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too fwift of foot for them. Thefe animals keep together in
large herds; they frequent mofily the low grounds, and
love to browfe at the feect of rocks and precipices. The
bear hunts them by fcent, till he come in fight; when he
advances warily, keeping above them, and concealing him-
felf amongft the rocks, as he makes his approaches, till he
gets immediately over them, and nigh enough for his pur-
pofe. He then begins to puth down, with his paws, pieces
of the rock amongft the herd below. This manceuvre is
not followed by any attempt to purfue, until he find he has
maimed one of the flock, upon which a courfe immediately
enfues, that proves fuccefsful, or otherwife, according to the
hurt the barcin has received.

I cannot conclude this digreflion, without obferving, that
the Kamtfchadales very thankfully acknowledge their obli-
gations to the bears for what little advancement they have
hitherto made, cither in the fciences or polite arts. They
confefs that they owe to them all their fkill both in phyfic
and furgery; that by remarking with what herbs thefe ani-
mals rub the wounds they have received, and what they
have recourfe to when fick and languid, they have become
acquainted with moft of the fimples in ufe among them,
either in the way of internal medicine, or external applica-
tion. But what will appear fomewhat more fingular, is,
they acknowledge the bears likewife for their dancing
mafters. Indeed, the cvidence of one’s fenfes puts this out
of difpute; for the bear-dance of the Kamtichadales is an
exact counterpart of every attitude and gefture peculiar to
this animal, through its various functions; and this is the
foundation and ground-work of all their other dances, and
what they value themfelves moft upon.

1 Ire.
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{ returned to the fhips on the 28th, very well pleafed with
my excurfion, as it had afforded me an opportunity of fee-
ing a little more of the country, and of obferving the man-
ners and behaviour of the Kamtfchadales, when freed from
that conftraint, which they evidently lie under in the com-
pany of the Ruflians.

No occurrence worth mentioning took place till the joth,
when Captain Gore went to Paratounca, to put up in the
church there an efcutcheon, prepared by Mr. Webber, with
an infcription upon it, fetting forth Captain Clerke’s age and
rank, and the object of the expedition in which he was en-
gaged at the time of his deceafe. We alfo aflixed to the tree,
under which he was buried, a board, with an infcription upon
it to the fame effect.

Before his departure, Captain Gore left orders with me to
get the thips out of the harbour into the bay, to be in readi-
nels to fail.  We were prevented from doing this, by a vio-
lent gale of wind, which lafted the whole day of the firft of
O&ober. However, on the ad, both fhips warped out of
the harbour, clear of the narrow paflage, and came to
anchor in fcven fathoms, a quarter of a mile from the
oftrog.

The day before we went out of the harbour, the cattle
arrived from Verchnei; and that the men might receive the
full benefit of this capital and much-longed-for fupply, by
confuming it frefh, Caprain Gore came to a determination of
flaying five or fix days longer. Nor was this time idly em-
ployed. The boats, pumps, fails, and rigging, of both
fhips, thereby reccived an additional repair. And Captain
Gore, {paring me fome molofles, and the ufe of the Refolu-
tion's copper, I was enabled to brew a fortnight's beer for

the
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the crew, and to make a farther provifion of ten puncheons
of firong fpruce eflence. The prefent {fupply was the more
acceptable, as our laft cafk of {pirits, except a fmall quan-
tity left in referve for cafes of neceflity, was now ferving
out.

The 3d was the name-day of the Emprefs; and we could
want no inducement to thew it every poflible refpect. Ac-

cordingly Captain Gore invited the Prieft of Paratounca,
Ivafkin, and the Serjeant, to dinner; and an entertainment
was alfo provided for the inferior officers of the garrifon,
for the two Toiwons of Paratounca, and St. Peter and St, Paul,
and for the other better fort of Kamtfchadale inhabirants.
The reft of the natives, of every defcription, were invited to
partake with the fhips companies, who had a pound of
good fat beef ferved out to each man; and what remained
of our {pirits was made into grog, and divided amongit
them. A falute of twenty-one guns was fired at the ufual
hour; and the whole was conduéed (confidering the part of
her dominions it was in) in a manner not unworthy fo re-
nowned and magnificent an Emprefs.

On the sth, we received, from Bolcheretfk, a freth fupply
of tea, fugar, and tobacco. This prefent had met Captain
Shmaleff on his return, and was accompanied by a letter
from him, in which he informed us, that the floop from
Okotfk had arrived during his ablence, and that Madame
Shmaleff, who was entirely in our interefts, had loft no time
in difpatching a courier, with the few prefents, of which
our acceptance was requefted.

The appearance of foul weather, on the 6th and 7th, pre-
vented our unmooring; but on the morning of the 8th, we
failed out toward the mouth of the bay, and hoifted in all

the
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the boats; when the wind, veering to the Southward,
flopped our farther progrefs, and obliged us to drop anchor
in ten fathoms; the ¢fro¢ bearing due North, half a league
diftant.

The weather being foggy, and the wind from the fame
quarter during the forenoon of the gth, we continued in our
ftation. At four in the afternoon, we again unmoored; but
whilft we were, with great difficulty, weighing our laft an-
chor, I was told that the drummer of the marines had left
the boat, which had juft returned from the village, and
that he was laft feen with a Kamt{chadale woman, to whom
his meflmates knew he had been much attached, and who
had often been obferved perfuading him to ftay behind.
Though this man had been long ufelefs to us, from a
fwelling in his knee, which rendered him lame, yet this
made me the more unwilling he fhould be left behind, to
become a miferable burthen, both to the Ruflians and him-

felf. I therefore got the ferjeant to fend parties of foldiers,.

in different directions, in fearch of him, whillt fome of our
failors went to a well known haunt of his in the neighbour-
hood, where they found him with his woman. On the re-

turn of this party, with. our deferter, we weighed, and fol--

lowed the Refolution out of the bay.

Having at length taken our leave of St. Peter and' St. Paul,
I fhall conclude this chapter with a particular defcription of
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