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Advanced breast biopsy instrument (ABBI) system 
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Severa/ methods have been developed in the last 10-15 years to reduce the extension oj surgery in the treat­
ment oj breast cancer. First oj ali, it is well known that breast conservation does not impair the prognosis 

oj patients with breast cancer and therejore the rate oj brast conserving therapy has been rapidly increas­
ing in the countries with high medica/ standard. Far example, in our institution and within the Austrian Co­
operative Study Group oj Breast Cance1; the rate oj breast conservation has been raised jrom 35% up to 
75% in the last 10 years. 
This has been mainly due to the jact that postoperative radiation therapy has been improved extensively. 
Concerning operation in the axilla region the development oj sentinel node technique has brought the oppor­
tunity to reduce the extension oj surgery in the axilla and to improve the rate oj postoperative morbidity. 
Although the logistic problems in pe1forming this technique are evident it is necessary to enhance its use as 
much as possible. 
Another new technique is the so-cal/ed ''ABBI-system" (advanced breast biopsy instrument). This procedure 
is used to remove small lesion under local anaesthesia. It also allows to perjorm the diagnosis and treatment 
oj minor breast cancers in one step. It is important that these techniques, the sentinel node biopsy and ABBI­
system are pe1formed in controlled tria/ conditions to jind out the possibilities and limitations oj this new 
rnetlwd. 
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