Les/Wood

Novice/News

Interview with Dr. Kavyashree Srinivasa

Intervju z dr. Kavyashree Srinivasa

Katarina Cufar

Dr. Kavyashree Srinivasa” has worked at our
Department of Wood Science and Technology
(DWST), Biotechnical Faculty (BF), University of Lju-
bljana (UL) since February 2020. In September 2018
she applied for a Marie Sktodowska Curie (MSCA)
individual fellowship from the European Commis-
sion. The proposal “Enhancement of UV stability
of thermally modified wood through envelope im-
pregnation with nano-based stabilisers” (NewSiest
867451) was awarded with a Seal of Excellence and
funding was approved under the Widening fellow-
ship scheme, and Kavyashree Srinivasa became
a postdoctoral researcher at BF UL for the period
from February 2020 to 2022. We interviewed her in
November 2021.

1. Canyou briefly present yourself and your pro-
fessional development?
| am Kavyashree Srinivasa, born in India, a mul-
ticultural and diverse country, and the largest
democracy in the world. | received my mas-
ter’s degree in chemistry (analytical chemistry)
from the University of Mysore. Then | joined
the Institute of Wood Science & Technolo-
gy, Bengaluru as a junior research fellow un-
der a project, and then enrolled myself for a
doctoral degree in Forestry (Wood Science &
Technology) at the Forest Research Institute
Deemed University, Dehradun. This four years
of work experience at the research institute
was life-changing, and transformed my views
on the importance of sustainability, preserva-
tion and durability of wood and its products.

2. What stimulated your co-operation with Prof.
Dr. Marko Petri¢ and the University of Ljubljana.
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Figure 1. Dr. Kavyashree Srinivasa during her stay in
Ljubljana, Slovenia.

Slika 1. Dr. Kavyashree Srinivasa med svojim bivan-
jem v Ljubljani.

Initially | met Prof. Dr. Marko Petri¢ in person
during IRG-WP (IRG44), Stockholm, Sweden,
and | had been following his work during my
doctoral studies. After completing my doctor-
al degree, | approached Prof. Petric with re-
gard to hosting a nationally funded overseas
post-doctoral fellowship (DST-OPDF). The ap-
plication time frame was not suitable, so he
suggested that | apply for a Marie Sklodowska
Curie fellowship, and | succeeded in obtaining
an MSCA Widening fellowship from the Euro-
pean Commission.

3. Which program supported your stay in Lju-
bljana in the recent period.
| am currently working as part of an EU fund-
ed project titled “Enhancement of UV stability
of thermally modified wood through envelope
impregnation with nano-based stabilisers”
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(NewSiest 867451) as a postdoctoral research-
er from Feb 2020-2022.

4. What are the main challenges and achieve-
ments of your stay?
There were a few challenges initially when |
started my work here, since this was my first
stay outside my country and, like everyone, |
had to get accustomed to new climatic con-
ditions, work culture, language, food, and
social life, and then the COVID-19 outbreak
started and forced us to a new way of life.
The support from my team members and
family gave me courage to overcome all such
challenges. Due to the pandemic, attending
conferences and networking could not hap-
pen as planned, but being a part of the proj-
ect team has given me a great opportunity
to develop interpersonal and professional
skills.

5. What are the main professional challenges of
your home university, country and in global
sense.

India being a tropical country with a popula-
tion of around 1.4 billion is among the larg-
est importers as well as producers of wood
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and wood-based products. It has commit-
ted to creating a carbon sink of 2.5-3 billion
MT of CO, by 2030 through additional tree
and forest cover (UNFCCC, Paris Agreement,
2015). However, in the past few decades
the majority of India’s forest cover has been
degraded by the construction of dams and
highways, along with mining and industrial
work, or inhabited to accommodate increas-
ing population or displaced into sanctuaries
and national parks to improve tourism. The
sustainable management of forest resources
is still rare, and the related policies and ac-
complishments are in a contradictory stage.
There is a huge gap between the policymak-
ers and professionals working on the ground
in fields related to R&D, industry and the in-
volvement of general public. Scientists work-
ing in the wood sector have few international
collaborations and little experience working
abroad, as there is less support from national
funding. In this regard, | would like to share
my experiences, educate and encourage peo-
ple around me to pursue higher education in
forestry and utilize the available resources to
develop and gain expertise, leading to the de-
velopment of skills.

Figure 2. In the
laboratory with
her supervisor

and colleagues.
Slika 2. V labo-

ratoriju z men-
torjem in kolegi
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Dr. Kavyashree Srinivasa je od februarja 2020
zaposlena na Oddelku za lesarstvo (OL) Biotehniske
fakultete (BF) Univerze v Ljubljani (UL). Septembra
2018 se je prijavila na razpis za individualno $ti-
pendijo Marie Sktodowska Curie (MSCA) Evropske
komisije. Predlog projekta “Enhancement of UV
stability of thermally modified wood through en-
velope impregnation with nanobased stabilisers”
(NewsSiest 867451) je bil nagrajen s Pecatom odli¢-
nosti, sredstva so bila odobrena v okviru programa
»Widening fellowship scheme« in Kavyashree Srini-
vasa je postala podoktorska raziskovalka na BF UL
za obdobje februar 2020-2022. Razgovor z njo smo
opravili novembra 2021.

1. Ali lahko na kratko predstavite sebe in svojo
poklicno pot?
Sem Kavyashree Srinivasa, rojena v Indiji,
veckulturni, raznoliki in najvedji demokratic-
ni drzavi. Magistrirala sem iz kemije (analizna
kemija) na Univerzi Mysore. Nato sem se kot
mlajsa raziskovalka v okviru projekta pridruzila
Intitutu za znanost in tehnologijo lesa v Ben-
galuruju, nato pa sem se vpisala na doktorski
studij gozdarstva (znanost in tehnologija lesa)
na Forest Research Institute Deemed Universi-
ty v Dehradunu. Te Stiriletne delovne izkusnje
na raziskovalnem institutu so mi spremenile
zivljenje in pogled na pomen trajnosti, ohra-
njanja in trajnosti lesa ter izdelkov iz lesa.

2. Kaj (in kdaj) je spodbudilo vase sodelovanje s
prof. dr. Markom Petricem in Univerzo v Lju-
bljani?

Prof. dr. Marka Petrica sem spoznala na konfe-
renci IRG-WP (IRG44) v Stockholmu na Sved-
skem. Njegovo delo sem spremljala ze med
doktorskim studijem. Po koncanem doktora-
tu sem se obrnila na profesorja Petrica s pre-
dlogom za gostovanje v okviru podoktorske
stipendije v tujini, financirane iz nacionalnih
sredstev (DST-OPDF). Casovni okvir prijave se
ni ujemal, zato mi je predlagal, naj se prijavim
za Stipendijo Marie Sklodowska Curie, in uspe-
la sem pridobiti razsiritveno stipendijo MSCA
Evropske komisije.

Od februarja 2020 do predvidoma 2022 delu-
jem kot podoktorska raziskovalka pri projektu,
ki ga financira EU, z naslovom “Enhancement
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of UV stability of thermally modified wood
through envelope impregnation with nanoba-
sed stabilisers” (NewSiest 867451).

Kateri so glavni izzivi in doseZki vasega biva-
nja v Sloveniji?

Na zacetku, ko sem zacela delati v Sloveniji, je
bilo nekaj izzivov, saj je bilo to moje prvo bi-
vanje zunaj moje drzave. Tako sem se morala
kot vsi navaditi na nove podnebne razmere,
delovno kulturo, jezik, hrano, druzabno Zivlje-
nje. Izbruh Covid 19 mi je tako kot vsem dodat-
no zapletel zivljenje. Podpora ¢lanov ekipe in
druzine mi je dajala pogum, da sem premagala
vse tezave. Zaradi pandemije udelezba na kon-
ferencah in mrezenje zal ne moreta normalno
potekati. Biti del projektne skupine mi je hkrati
dalo odliéno priloznost za razvoj medosebnih
in strokovnih ves¢in.

Kateri so vasi glavni poklicni izzivi?

Indija kot tropska drzava s priblizno 1,4 milijarde
prebivalcev je med najvecjimi uvozniki in tudi
proizvajalci lesa in lesnih izdelkov. Zavezala se
je, da bo do leta 2030 izboljsala pokritost drza-
ve z drevesi in gozdovi ter tako omogodila ponor
ogljika v visini 2,5-3 milijard MT CO2 (UNFCCC,
Pariski sporazum, 2015). Zal je bila v zadnjih
nekaj desetletjih vecina indijskih gozdnih povr-
sin degradirana zaradi gradnje jezov, avtocest,
rudarjenja, industrijskih del ali poselitve zaradi
prilagajanja narascajoemu stevilu prebivalstva
ali spremenjena v rezervate in nacionalne par-
ke zaradi izbolj$anja turizma. Trajnostno gospo-
darjenje z gozdnimi viri je $e vedno redko. Poli-
tike in dosezki so si nasprotujoci. Obstaja velik
razkorak med oblikovalci politik in strokovnjaki,
ki delujejo na terenu na podrogjih, povezanih z
raziskavami in razvojem, industrijo in vkljuceva-
njem splosne javnosti. Znanstveniki, ki delajo v
lesnem sektorju, imajo manj mednarodnih so-
delovanj in izkusenj z delom v tujini, saj je pod-
pora z nacionalnimi viri manjsa. V zvezi s tem
bi si zelela deliti svoje izkusnje, izobrazevati in
spodbuijati ljudi okoli sebe, da nadaljujejo viso-
kosolsko izobrazevanje na podrocju gozdarstva
in lesarstva, da bi bolje izkoristili razpolozljive
vire za razvoj in pridobivanje strokovnega zna-
nja, ki vodi k splosnem razvoju. ®
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