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The Diocese of Sarsenterensis

Ivica PULJIC and Ante SKEGRO

Izvlecek

Omembo sarsenterske §kofije najdemo v aktih druge salo-
nitanske sinode, ki je potekala pod vodstvom salonitanskega
nadSkofa Honorija II. (528-547) leta 533 v Saloni. Na tej sino-
di so bile ustanovljene nove §kofije v Sarsenteru, Mukuru in
Ludru (in Sarsentero, Muccuro et Ludro) in posve€eni njihovi
skofi. Mnenja predhodnih piscev, ki so se ukvarjali s sarsenter-
sko §kofijo, se precej razlikujejo, avtor tega ¢lanka pa meni, da
moramo srediSCe sarsenterske $kofije - Sarsenterum (Sarsite-
ron) iskati v ostankih anti¢ne urbane naselbine v Stolcu. Ta
naselbina s svojo velikostjo in pomenom prevladuje med osta-
limi antiénimi naselbinami na §irSem obmocju spodnje Neretve,
z izjemo Narone.

Kljuéne besede: rimska Dalmacija, zgodnje kr§canstvo,
Sarsenterum (Sarsiteron), sarsenterska skofija

1. AN OVERVIEW OF RESEARCH
COMPLETED THUS FAR

Early authors

Wilchelm Tomaschek (1841-1901) located ”Sar-
siter” in Goranci at the foot of Bila by Poleg (sic/)
near Mostarsko blato. He identified it with Sarsenterum
- which from the time of the second Salona synod
became the seat of the Sarsenterian diocese.! He
interpreted the founding of this diocese in a spe-
cific way? and concluded that it had been allocat-
ed the municipium Ad Novas (Runovi¢, Imotski),

I Tomaschek 1880, 547.
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Stantium (sic!) or also Constantium - that is KocCerin
(Siroki Brijeg), Delontium - the estates and the grazing
lands Pecuaticum and Beuzavaticum. Delontium ir-
resistibly reminded him of the name Epilentium -
with the meaning “on the other side of the marsh”
and located it at the fields of Posusje - that is, Lon¢ari
near Imotski (sic/). He viewed Pecuaticum as a large
grazing land, and Beuzavaticum as the estate of some
Delmataean with the name Beuza, claiming that the
name Beusas was a quite common Dalmatian name.?
D. Mandi¢ questioned Tomaschek’s opinion, argu-
ing that there were no traces of an important an-
cient settlement in that area.*

2 Tomaschek 1880, 547-548: “ut Sarsenterensis episcopatus basilicas, quae in municipiis Delontino Stantino Novense (et) per
rusticaria Pecuatico et Beuzzavatico supra sunt constitutae, in parochia consequatur”.

3 Tomaschek 1880, 548.
4 Mandi¢ 1959, 77; 1963b, 31.
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F. Racki (1828-1894) considered that Sarsenterum
was located at the area between Imotski and Duvno,
namely at Rosko Polje,® and he also identified
Dellontino with Epilentium, deeming it to have been
between Librae and Novae in Garbovac-Zagvozd
(Imotski),® and assumed that Stantino was situat-
ed in Krstatice-Slivno near Imotski (forsitan in valle
Krstatice-Slivno), identifying Novense with Novas
and locating them at Runovi¢ (Imotski),” and locating
Rusticiarium at Rastovaéa (Posusje).® He also
identified Potuatico with Pazinatium,® whereas he
considered Beuzuvatico a corruption, and thought
it to be Bulsanaticum or Bulsinium, locating it at
BuZanin grad in the area of Duvno.!°

L. Jeli¢ (1864-1922) sought ”Sarsiter” in StrZanj
or Strmica grad near Suica.!! He identified it with
the “renowned Delmatian diocese”.!? He located
Lontino (Epi-Lentio or rather De-Lontino) at Imo-
tski,!3 Stantino at Stanik to the east of Vostane
(Sinj), Novense at Runovi¢, per Rasticianum (sic!)
at Rastok (Vinjani, PosuSje) or Rastane (the east-
ern part of Duvansko plain), and he identified
Petuatico with Bestuatico or Bistue vetus, locating
it at Suica or Buzanin grad in the area of Duvno.

F. Buli¢ (1846-1934) located Sarsenterum in
ArZano and considered that the diocese of Sarsen-
terensis was founded at the second Salona synod,
with Paulinus as its first bishop. He also identi-
fied Novense, also a part of the diocese of Sarsen-
terensis, with the municipality of Novae, locating
it at Runovi¢. The main argument in favour of this
was the three-naved early Christian basilica in
Dikovaéa (Zmijavci, Imotski) (fig. 1).'> He locat-

Fig. I: Early Christian basilica from Dikovaca (according to:
Cambi, Gamulin, Tonkovi¢ 1999).

SI. 1: Zgodnjekrscanska bazilika v Dikovaci (po: Cambi, Gamulin,
Tonkovi¢ 1999).

ed Rusticiarium approximately at Rastok (Vrgo-
rac), and considered Delontinum and Stantinum
unknown sites, locating them between Runovi¢ and
Trilj, and associated Beusavaticum with BuZan-grad,
whereas he claimed that Potuaticum had an un-
known location.!® Buli¢’s theses were accepted by
V. Klai¢, F. Sisi¢, M. Barada, N. Bilogrivi¢ (1893-
1947),17 A. Ujevi¢, '8 K. Draganovié,'? J. Wilkes,20
N. Cambi,?! J. Buturac and A. Ivandija,?2 R. Bra-
toz,2? J. Kolari¢2* but not L. Kati¢ (1887-1961).2

5 Racki 1894, 16 note: Rav. cosmographi IV, 16 inter Aufustis (aufustianis, ad Fusciana) et Bistue vetus, inter Imosko et Duvno,

in valle Roskopolje.

6 Racki 1894, 16 note: De Lontino videtur esse cosmographi rav. (loc. cit.) Epi-lentio, inter Libros et Novas (Imosko) in valle

Grabovac-Zagvozd.

7 Racki 1894, 16 note: Novae (tab. peut. segm. VI, 4. Rav. cosmogr. IV, 16), nunc Runovi¢ (CIL 111 302) in Dalmatia.

8 Racki 1894, 16 note: fors Rastovaca, ubi antiqua rudera visuntur.

9 Racki 1894, 16 note: Pazinatium, municipium. Bulletino di Archaeol. e Storia dalm. XIV, 163.

10 Racki 1894, 16 note: fors. corruptum pro Bulsanatico, tab. peut. (segm. VI, 4) ”in monte Bulsinio”, cosmogr. Rav. IV, 16 monte

Vulsi, inter Bistue et Libros, forte BuZanin grad.

11 Jeli¢ 1898, 548, 550; Jeleni¢ 1990, 15; Strzanj was located near Suica also by Radimsky 1894, 284.

12 Jeli¢ 1898, 548.

13 He supposed that the ancient name of Imotski was Saloniana but also not Emotha.
14 Buzanin grad was located at the base of TuSnica mountain near the village of Misi in the Duvno region: Radimsky 1892,

223-224; 1894, 284; Mayer 1940, 127-128, 129).
15 Cambi er al. 1999, 132.
16 Buli¢, Bervaldi 1912, 55.
17 Bilogrivi¢ 1998, 35.
18 Ujevic 1991, 61, 69.
19 Draganovi¢ 1943a, 97, 116.
20 »
21 Cambi 2002, 206, 209.
22 Buturac, Ivandija 1973, 25.
23 Bratoz 1986, 378 n. 80.
24 Kolari¢ 1993, 9; 1998, 9.
25 Kati¢ 1959, 2.

. ecclesia Sarsenterensis, which has been identified with ArZana (sic/) near Duvno” Wilkes 1969, 432.
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V. Klai¢ (1849-1928) first relied on Tomaschek’s
thesis.2® Later he stated that the diocese “Sarni-
tensis” was actually related to the Sarnitae, the
Sarnadae or Sarniclo, which he claimed to have
been around the source of the Sana River in west-
ern Bosnia. He concluded that the diocese of
Sarsenterensis was given Ston (Stagnum) and
Runovi¢ (Novense, Novae),?’ with which he made
this diocese even larger than the archdiocese of
Salona.

F. Sigi¢ (1869-1940) emphasized that the dio-
ceses of Sarsenterensis, Muccur and Ludrum, founded
at the second Synod of Salona, were located to
the west of the Bestoen diocese.2® He located Novense
(Municipium Novense) at Runovi¢, mun. Rasticia-
rium at Rastok (Vrgorac), and mun. Delontinum
at Stolac. He did not know the location of Stanti-
num, he looked for mun. Beuzavaticum at Buzan-
grad or BuSko blato, while he concluded that
Potuaticum had an unknown location.?’ Despite
the more than obvious illogical claims, the theo-
ries of Tomaschek, Racki, Buli¢, and Sisi¢ can still
be encountered in some textbooks. All of this is
still being accepted, despite the overlapping juris-
dictional questions of the bishops of Muccur and
Sarsenterum (fig. 2), which in the process of cre-
ating dioceses was not the intention of the bish-
ops at the second Synod of Salona.’®

N. Vuli¢ (1872-1945) identified the diocese of
Sarsenterensis from the acts of the second Salona
synod with the Sarsiteron of the Anonymous
Geographer of Ravenna (Geogr. Rav. 211, 14), lo-
cating it somewhere along the Aufustiana - Bistue
Vetus road in the Dalmatian area.’!

M. Barada (1889-1957) also accepted the Tom-
aschek-Bulié-Sisi¢ location of Sarsenterum at Arzano
and Novense (Novae) at Runovi¢. He placed Rus-
ticiarum in Rastok in the hinterland of Biokovo
Mountain and Rastoéko polje near Vrgorac.3?

K. Draganovi¢ (1903-1983) was initially satis-
fied with the claim of the creation of three new
dioceses at the second synod of Solin (sic!): Muc-
cur, Ludrum and Sarsenterum,*® only to conclude

26 Klai¢ 1882, 40-41 n. 32.

27 Klai¢ 1912, 314.

28 About this diocese: Skegro 2005.
29 Sisi¢ 1914, 156; 1990, 171.

30 About this cf.: Barada 1928, 46; Mandi¢ 1957, 66; 1963a,

31 vuli¢ 1923, 51.

32 Barada 1928, 41.

33 Draganovi¢ 1934, 4; 1943b, 201, 220.
34 Draganovi¢ 1943a, 97, 116.

35 Sematizam 1975, 386.

36 Vanino 1998, 144.

37 Vanino 1998, 150.

38 Corovi¢ 1940, 91 n. 4.
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Fig. 2: Overlapping jurisdictional questions of the bishops of
Muccur and of Sarsenterum.

SI. 2: Obmocje prekrivanja pristojnosti sosednjih skofij (Muc-
cur in Sarsenterum).

afterwards that the diocese of Sarsenterensis might
also have been Arzano.>* Later he refuted his own
theory of locating Sarsenterum at Arzano. Relying
on D. Mandi¢ and P. Basler, he was more inclined
to place it in BiS¢e polje at the mouth of the Buna
River to the southeast of Mostar, where he claimed
four important Roman roads intersected. Draganovic¢
considered the early Christian basilicas at Potoci,
Cim, and Zitomisli¢i to be peripheral churches that
belonged to the diocese of Sarsenterensis.?’

M. Vanino (1879-1965) concluded that the dio-
cese of Sarsenterensis at the time of its founding
was given Stolac (Daluntum, municipium Delonti-
num) and the Beuzavaticum municipality (BuZan?
Busko Blato?), and that the diocese of Makarska
(Muccur) was given Duvno (municipium Delminense).3®
He did not take into consideration the jurisdiction-
al overlapping of the mentioned dioceses.?’

Despite the fact that he argued against the
authenticity of the Salona synod acts,>® V. Corovi¢
(1885-1941) still believed that the dioceses in
Sarsenterum, Muccur and Ludrum were created at
the second synod. He concluded that the location
of the Sarsenterian diocese was unknown, but its

21; Pulji¢ 1999, 95 and n. 14; Skegro 2002b, 45-47.



222 Ivica PULJIC and Ante SKEGRO

position could be found, considering that it had been
given parishes that were until then part of the Salona
diocese, and that one of them was identical to the
municipality Novae in Runovi¢. He considered that
the diocese of Sarsenterensis also encompassed a
part of the Ljubuski and Duvno areas.’

Recent research

A. Ujevi¢ (1944-1992) accepted Buli¢’s location
of Sarsenterum at the Arzano area. He attributed
the Imotska region, except for Zagvozd, to the diocese
of Sarsenterensis and identified Novense with Novae
locating it at Runovi¢ and Rusticiarum (Rusticiat-
ico) at Rastok (Posusje). He considered that Lon-
tino, Stantino, Pecuatico, Bezzavatico should be sought
in the Imotska area and the neighbouring districts.*0

D. Mandi¢ (1889-1973) searched for the "town
of Sarsiteron”, the seat of the diocese of Sarsen-
terensis, near the source of the Radobolja River
in Mostar. In his view, this diocese was founded
for the area of central and western Herzegovina.*!
He considered the cathedral of the diocese of
Sarsenterensis to be the basilica at Zdinj (Ili¢i) in
Mostar,*? however at Zdinj no early Christian basilica
has been found. He thought that this diocese stretched
from Stolac (Daluntum) to Runovi¢ (Imotski), where
he also located Ad Novas, and in the north to the
Bosnian and Herzegovinian mountains.*? The diocese
of Sarsenterensis was destroyed during the Avaric
devastations and before Slavic tribes settled the
area.** In favour of Mandi¢’s attempt to locate
Sarsenterum in the Mostar region are earlier set-
tlements from the broader Mostar area®> and the

39 Corovi¢ 1940, 90-91.
40 Ujevic 1991, 61, 69.

early Christian basilicas at: Cim,*® Gréine-Poto-
ci,*” Hum-Lis$ani,*8 Kratine in Humilisani,*® Kute,>°
Sutina,’' Tepéi¢i®? and Zitomisli¢i.>?

B. Rupé€i¢ (1920-1984) located the centre of the
diocese of Sarsenterensis at Biskup-Krupac (Glav-
ati¢evo, Konjic) near the mouth of the Ladanica
River where it enters into the Neretva River.>*
However, no ancient basilica was found in that
area, but rather a memorial chapel from the late
Middle Ages.>® An early Christian basilica was found
at another place - Bare (Tadi¢i) near Konjic.*® In
the name of Sarsenterum, Rupi¢ would see a
settlement of the Illyrian Autariatae, which was
built by flowing water.’” He looked for the dio-
cese of Sarsenterensis to the north of the dioces-
es of Epidaurum or Narona, to the northeast and
east of Makarska, and to the south of the Bestoen
diocese. It included the areas to the east of Zagvozd
and the Duvno area.’® He located Delontino (Di-
luntum) at Hutovo near Stolac, Stantinum he iden-
tified with Ston, Novense with Ad Novas, also lo-
cating them at Runovi¢, he indentified Rusticia-
rum with Rastani (Mostar), whereas he could not
identify Poutuatico and Beusavatico. Rup¢€i¢ did not
accept locating Beusavatico at BuSko Blato. By
including Stolac, Ston and Runovi¢ in the diocese
of Sarsenterensis, he realized that he had extremely
minimized the dioceses of Narona and Epidaurum.>®
Rupci¢’s theory is in contradiction with the re-
form of the diocesan borders and the creation of
new dioceses at the second Salona synod (fig. 3).
The same goes for locating Sarsenterum at Cim,
that is at Zitomisli¢i (Mostar).®® He neglected the
fact that at the Salona synod, the Bestoen bishop
also demanded the division of his diocese because

41 Mandi¢ 1957, 65-68; 1959, 71-77; 1963a, 19-23, 1963b, 24-31.

42 Mandi¢ 1959, 77; 1963b, 31.
43 Mandi¢ 1959, 71; 1963b, 24.
44 Mandi¢ 1963b, 26.

45 Arheoloski leksikon Bosne i Hercegovine 3 (Sarajevo 1988) 283-309.
46 Andeli¢ 1974, 179-244; 1980, 257-262; 1988a, 292 br. 24.45.
47 Mileti¢ 1962, 153-157; Patsch 1904a, 271-273; 1904b, 39-43.

48 Atanackovi¢-Saléi¢, 1997, 26-27.

49 Atanackovi¢-Salci¢ 1988c, 300 no. 24.222.

50 Atanackovi¢-Saléi¢ 1988a, 292 no. 24.39.

51 Atanackovic¢-Salci¢ 1988b, 292 no. 24.42; 1997, 24-26.
52 Andeli¢ 1995b, 95-115.

33 Andeli¢ 1978b, 293-314; 1980, 262-264; 1988b, 292 no. 24.44; 1999b, 1-60; Ribarevi¢ Nikoli¢ 1998, 699-701.

54 Rupéi¢ 1957, 69-84; 1959, 78-87.
55 Andeli¢ 1973, 192-193.

56 Glavas 1986, 113-128.

5T Rupéic¢ 1957, 73-74.

58 Rupéi¢ 1957, 82, 83.

39 Rupéi¢ 1957, 83-84; 1959, 85-86.
60 pylji¢ 1999, 102.
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Fig. 3: Overlapping jurisdictional questions of the bishops of
Narona and Sarsenterum.

SI. 3: Obmocje prekrivanja pristojnosti sosednjih Skofij (Nar-
ona in Sarsenterum).

it was very large.%! Rup¢i¢’s opinion was very similar
to that of A. Benkovi¢ (1890-1970), who assumed
that the centre of the diocese of Sarsenterensis
was in Dalmatia or in Herzegovina and that it
encompassed a large part of Herzegovina.®> The
Sarsenter diocese is also located somewhere north
of Mostar in the Catholic Encyclopaedia.®3

b. Basler (1917-1990) initially located the dio-
cese of Sarsenterensis (Sarsiteron, Sarsenterum)
at Mostar, included in it the area of Stolac (Di-
luntum), Stantino (locating it approximately at the
area of Ljubuski), Nove (Runovi¢), per Rusticia-
rum (locating it approximately at Posuski Gradac
and Rastovaca near Posusje), Potuatico, which he
assumed to be in Potoci (Mostar), and Beuzavat-
ic, which he could not locate. According to him,

this diocese encompassed the areas of central and
western Herzegovina,®* but he couldn’t locate its
centre.®® After the excavations of the early Chris-
tian complex in Zitomisli¢i (fig. 4), he connected
the diocese of Sarsenterensis to this.®® The decline
of the diocese of Sarsenterensis took place the first
half of the seventeenth century.%’ Basler’s locat-
ing Sarsenterum at Zitomisli¢i was accepted to some
extent by M. Vidovi¢ ("around the Buna River or
at Zitomisli¢i”),®® F. Sanjek (”Zitomisli¢i?”),®® B.
Goluza (*Zitomisli¢i or Mostar”),’? B. Kunti¢-Makvi¢
(”Zitomisli¢i?”),”! and so forth. T. Andelié¢, who
researched the early Christian monuments from
Cim and Zitomisli¢i, considered that an early
Christian ecclesiastical community was in Zito-
misli¢i. He placed the centre of the diocese of
Sarsenterensis in Cim basilica (fig. 5).”> Andeli¢’s
opinion was accepted by S. Vasilj’> and A. Barun,’™
wheres P. Chevalier is not sure whether the eccle-
sia Mactaritana (sic!) or Sarsenterum were locat-
ed in Cim.”® She sought the latter alternatively at
ArZano or Mostar ("ArZzano? ou Mostar?”).”°

J. Buturac (1905-1993) and A. Ivandija (1917-
1997) considered that at the second Salona syn-
od four new dioceses were created in the area of
the Solin metropolitan see: Muccur (Makarska),
Ludrum (in the Kninsko plain or along the Cetina
River), Sarsenterum (Arzano), and Baloie (around
the source of the Sana River).”’” They emphasized
that this was ”criticized by Rome”, because they
claimed that smaller places got bishops in this way,
whereas the care of souls could have be carried
out by common priests.’$

The most absurd opinion about the diocese of
Sarsenterensis was suggested by E. Imamovi¢,

61 Klai¢ 1967, 84: Andreas vir venerabilis [episcopus] bestoensis ecelesiae dixit: ”Necesse nobis est bonae institutionis formam
libenter amplecti, praesertim cum de sacro laudabiliter cogitatur obsequio adque ideo quaeso, ut a loco Copella et Arena usque ad has
urbes basilicas, quae in mea patrocinia continentur, ad proponendum iisdem locum faciatis episcopum pertinere. Tantae vexationis labore
submoto, aptior mihi solicitudo sit de sacerdotibus plebeque commissa, quanto grex dominicus vicino pastore melius gubernetur”.

62 Benkovi¢ 1966, 16.

63 Catholic Encyclopedia: Bosnia and herzegovina: http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02694a.htm, January 9, 2006.

64 Basler (Kujundzi¢) 1982, 140.
65 Basler 1986, 19; 1990, 29.

66 Basler 1984, 327, 339-340, fig. 103; 1990, 101-102, fig. 47; 1991, 3.

67 Basler 1982, 143.

68 Vidovi¢ 1996, 17.

69 Sanjek 1991, 9; 1996, 33; 1997, 218.

70 Goluza 1998, 97.

71 Kunti¢-Makvi¢ 2003, 38.

72 Andeli¢ 1980, 262-262; 1999b, 37; 1999c¢, 5.
73 Vasilj 1993, 17-18.

74 Barun 2003, 48.

75 Chevalier 1995a, 394-395, 400.

76 Chevalier 1995b, 195, 22 map 2.

7T Baloie was located by Bojanovski at the Roman settlement at Sipovo (central Bosnia): Bojanovski 1968, 1-4; 1974a, 347-

369; 1988, 287-292, 292, 329, 374; 1991, 287-289.
78 Buturac, Ivandija 1973, 25.
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Fig. 4: Early Christian objects in zitomisliéi (according to: Andeli¢ 1978b).
SI. 4: Zgodnjekrscanski objekti v Zitomisli¢ih (po: Andeli¢ 1978b).

according to whom it included ”today’s Stolac
(municipium Diluntum) and the municipality Beuza-
vaticum (maybe BuZan, BuSko Blato), the diocese
of Makarska contained Duvno, and the diocese
in Ludrum (perhaps today’s Knin) was given Glamo¢
with its surroundings, as well as Sarziaticum”.”®
If the diocese of Sarsenterensis really included the
area from Busko Blato in the west all the way to
Stolac in the east, it would have been intersected
by the territory of the diocese of Narona, which
the synod fathers would never have approved. During
the creation of the new dioceses, the geographi-
cal logic of the area was taken into consideration,
as well as the economical potential, all in accor-
dance with the needs of the church and its clergy
for a more efficient Christianization.%?

79 Imamovi¢ 1983, 45.

80 Cambi 2001, 11.

81 Cambi 1985, 35.

82 Cambi 2002, 206, 209.
83 Bojanovski 1988, 381.

N. Cambi assumed that the diocese of Sarsen-
terensis was located near Mostar, where the dio-
cese of Narona extended until the creation of the
former. He deemed that the exact position of the
seat of this diocese was not definitely established.®!
He finally embraced to some extent the location
of Sarsenterum at ArZano.%?

I. Bojanovski (1915-1993) identified the Sarsiteron
of the Anonymous Geographer of Ravenna with
the Sarsenterum from the acts of the synods of
Salona. He identified a diocese in it from 533,
and, somewhat reluctantly related it to the basil-
ica in Cim.3? At Konjic Bojanovski located Potu-
atico (mun. Potuaticum?), in Stolac Dellontino, in
Ston Stantino and Novense (Novae) in the Imotsko
plain. Unidentified were per Rusticiarum, Potuat-
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Fig. 5: Early Christian basilica in Cim (according to: Andeli¢
1978a).
SI. 5: Zgodnjekricanska bazilika v Cimu (po: Andeli¢ 1978a).

ico and Benzavatico. Tracing the Roman road Narona
- Sarajevo plain,* he located per Rusticiarum at
the Nevesinjsko plain, Potuatico at Konjic, and
Benzavatico possibly at Rama. However, he left open
other possibilities.® He initially thought that
Sarsiteron was located at Cim, Benzavatico at Konjic,
per Rusticiarum at Nevesinjsko plain, and Potuat-
ico at Glavatic¢evo on the upper Neretva River.3¢
In all the places mentioned, he found early Chris-
tian parishes (parochia).t” However, an excellent
expert in the topography of the area around Kon-
jic, P. Andeli¢ (1920-1985) left no possibility of
locating Sarsenterum or any place from the dio-
cese of Sarsenterensis in the area of Konjic.?®
A. Dracevac (1920-1993) thought it most probable
that the diocese of Sarsenterensis was created for

84 Bojanovski 1978, 66-98; 1988, 135 n. 14.
85 Bojanovski 1988, 135.

86 Bojanovski 1978, 114.

87 Bojanovski 1978, 114; 1988, 135.

88 Andeli¢ 1973, 103-108, 175, 192-193.

89 Dragevac 1987, 78.

90 Dracevac 1987, 78; 1988, 85.

91 Dragevac 1988, 84.

92 Lupis 2000, 12-13 and n. 6; 2001, 198-199, and n. 6.
93 Paskvalin 1999, 47-83; 2003, 245-270.
94 Paskvalin 1999, 48, 82; 2003, 246, 269.
95 Paskvalin 2003, map after p. 349.

96 Goldstein 1995, 61.

97 Goldstein 1995, 163.

the area of Zahumlje (Hum), PeljeSac, and Pri-
morje (the coastal area) all the way to Rijeka
Dubrovacka, and that the diocese of Sarsenteren-
sis should be located by the area of Mostar. The
diocese of Sarsenterensis was suppressed during
the advances of the Slavs and the Avars in the years
614/615, but he also claimed that Christianity in
this area was not entirely extinguished. It was renewed
in the form of the diocese of Zahumlje or Ston,?°
which was its legal successor in the same area where
the diocese of Sarsenterensis had been located.?®
The Stantania of the archbishop of Bar, Gregory
(the Priest of Dioclea),was identified by this au-
thor with Stantin of the diocese of Sarsenterensis
and with Turris Stagna from the Tabula Peuting-
eriiana, locating them at ancient Ston (Stari Grad
and the knoll of St. Michael and Gorica).’! Ac-
cording to V. B. Lupis, the diocese of Zahumlje
or Ston expanded on the tradition of the dioceses
of Narona and Sarsenterensis.”?

V. Paskvalin claimed that there were no reliable
arguments for locating Sarsenterum at Cim.?3 He
placed the eastern part of Mostar (Bijelo Polje,
Bis¢e polje, and others) into the ager of the mu-
nicipium Diluntum.®* He had doubts about plac-
ing Sarsenterum or Diluntum at Stolac.%’

I. Goldstein saw the reason for the creation of
the dioceses of Sarsenterum, Muccur and Ludrum
in the "impossibility to properly monitor the wide
territory of the diocese of Salona” (sic!). He placed
the centre of the diocese of Sarsenterensis in the
area near Arzano, while the diocese he placed along
Busko Blato all the way to Stolac,’® emphasizing
that the county of Imota inherited the position of
the ”Sarsenter parish” (sic!).”’

S. Cace was certain that Sarsiteron from the
”Cosmography” of the Anonymous Geographer of
Ravenna is identical to the Sarsenterum from the
acts of the second Synod of Salona. He searched
for it somewhere in the area of Mostar, but not in
Cim. He also accepted the location of Dellontino
at Stolac, and Novae at Runovi¢, whereas he claimed
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Fig. 6: Medieval district of Zazablje (according to: Andeli¢ 1999).
SI. 6: Srednjeveska Zupa Zazablje (po: Andeli¢ 1999).

that the locations of Beuzavatico, Potuatico and
Stantino are unknown.’®

I. Pulji¢ placed the diocese of Sarsenterensis
in the area that was inhabited at earlier times by
the united Illyrian tribes of the Daorsei, and Sarsenter-
um in the center of this area - Stolac. He located
the diocese of Sarsenterensis in the area between
the dioceses of Narona and Epidaurum, as well as
Martaritan and Bestoen.’® He identified Stantino
with Ston, while Delontino - on the basis of in-
scriptions of the decurion of the municipium De-
lunti,'%% the Tabula Peutingeriana and the Itinerar-
ium Antonini, he locates at Trebinja in the Popovo
area.!%! The other municipalities that were a part
of this diocese he located in the area around
Mostarsko Blato and Potoci (Mostar) to Jablani-
ca and Konjic in central Herzegovina.!92 Pulji¢ stated

98 Cage 1993, 390-391.

that the ancient roads and settlements in the area
of eastern Herzegovina are not very well known. 103
According to his reading of the "Historia Saloni-
ta Maior”, he located Novense (Neuense) and identifies
it with the Neum area (Neon, Novum) in the me-
dieval district of Zapska (Zazablje) or Nevesinje
in eastern Herzegovina (fig. 6).194 To corroborate
his thesis, he enumerated several ancient sites and
objects from the Neum area.!% Pulji¢ also locat-
ed Potuatico at Potoci (Mostar), per Rusticiarum
at RaStani on the right bank of the Neretva River,
and Beuzavatico at Zvati¢ (Beu-Zavatic-o) near
Zvonigrad in Mostarsko Blato and alternatively
at Bisc¢e.!%¢ He also believed that the diocese of
Sarsenterensis survived the migration period as
the diocese of Ston-Zahumlje, which encompassed
the same areas as the diocese of Sarsenterensis.!?’

99 Pulji¢ 1994, 129-131; 1995, 22-26; 1996, 92-98; 1997, 13; 1999, 93-116; 2006, 33-54.

100 Sergejevski 1935, 17-18, PL. 1V, fig. 1; Bojanovski 1977, 84; Atanackovi¢-Sal¢i¢ 1979, 7-40; Sasel 1986, no. 1740: D(is)
m(anibus) s(acrum) / P. Aplio Pllas]/so patri pientis/[s]imo dec(urioni) m(unicipii) Dil(unti) /7 et MJ....Jc[...] / infelicissi/ma(e)
def(unctae) an(norum) VIIII (?) / P. Aplius Anni/us v(ivus) sibi et / suis fecit.

101 pyjji¢ 1994, 130; 1995, 23; 1996, 93.

102 pylji¢ 1995, 22; 1996, 91-98.

103 pyjji¢ 1995, 23 and n. 53.

104 O zupi Zaba: Andeli¢, Sivri¢, Andeli¢c 1999, 47-69.
105 pyljic 1994, 130; 1995, 23-24; 1996, 94-95.

106 pylji¢ 1994, 130; 1995, 24 and n. 54; 1996, 94-95.
107 pylji¢c 1995, 24, 25.
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In favour of this thesis, he stated the fact that Ston
from 533 was a "parish” of the diocese of Sarsen-
terensis and that the bishop took refuge in it, as
well as the bishops of Epidaurus and Salona who
took refuge in fortified Ragusium and in Diocletian’s
Palace in Split.1% The mother church of the Ston
parish dating back to ancient times is generally
accepted to be the basilica dedicated to St. Magdalena
of Gorica, which also survived the advances of the
Slavs.!9? Pulji¢ emphasized that in the process of
establishing the area of the diocese of Sarsenteren-
sis, care was not taken about its size and its road
network, as well as its relation to the neighbouring
dioceses. As an example of this, he stated the loca-
tion of Rusticiarium at Rastok (Vrgorac), which
gravitates towards the center of the diocese of Narona
and to no other place where the center of the dio-
cese of Sarsenterensis is sought.!!9 Pulji¢ searched
for Sarsentereum at Stolac,'!! where the remains of
a larger ancient settlement have been verified, and
not, as is commonly said, Diluntum."'2 In favour of
this thesis, he cited the "Cosmography” of the
Anonymous Geographer of Ravenna, where there
is no mention of the name Diluntum. Pulji¢ con-
cluded from these facts that Diluntum had no spe-
cial traits to have deserved to be the seat of the
diocese.!!3 No early Christian basilica has yet been
found at Stolac. Still there is a possibility that it
was located in the area of Podgrad, that is beneath
Careva DzZamija (the Sultan’s Mosque) in Stolac,
which was erected on the foundations of some early
Christian sacral object, or somewhere else,!!* be-
cause no systematic investigation has been under-
taken in Stolac at all.!'® In Stolac, a domus ecclesi-
ae existed as early as the pre-Constantinian times. !

108 pyljic 1995, 25-26.

109 Fiskovi¢ 1980, 222, 224.

10 pylji¢ 1996, 93 n. 19.

1T pylji¢ 1999, 93-116.

112 Bojanovski 1988, 88-102, 93, 97, 99-100, 102.
113 pyljic 1996, 93-94.

14 Hercegovina 1985, 134; Hasandedi¢ 1990, 9; 1997, 14/90.
1S Hercegovina 1985, 134; Hasandedi¢ 1990, 9; 1997, 14/90.
116 Tryhelka 1892, 356-358; 1931, 100-102; Basler 1990, 25.

On the basis of inscriptions mentioning the parish
council (ordo decurionum) from this place'!” and
Trebinja,!'® A. Skegro placed Diluntum at Stolac.'"®
He concluded that the fate of the late Roman and
early medieval churches from the area of Stolac, 20
were sealed by the devastations of war in 534 and
535, when the Byzantine emperor Justinian (527-
565) suppressed the Ostrogoths in Dalmatia.!?!

Basing his theory on the existence of a large urban
settlement and two monumental fortifications in
Gradac near Posusje, P. Orec tied the centre of the
diocese of Sarsenterensis to the double-naved ear-
ly Christian basilica at BriZak in Gradac by Posus-
je.122 The problem of the Sarsenter diocese was also
discussed by J. Vuéié.'?3 He preferred the identifi-
cation of Diluntum or Delontino as Stolac, of Nov-
ense as Runovié, and of Sarsenter as Mostar.!2* His
definition and identification of the centre of the
Sarsenter diocese and the individual settlements that
composed it is not based on a review of the overall
research results, or on the extant sources - the medieval
ones in particular.

2. WHAT DO THE SOURCES SAY?

The diocese of Sarsenterensis is also mentioned
in the acts of the second synod of Salona, which
was held in the city in 533, presided over by the
Salonitan archbishop Honorius II. The acts of the
Salona synod were added to some manuscripts of
the “Historia Salonitana Maior” by the chronicler
of Split, Thomas the Archdeacon. The authentic-
ity of those acts was refuted by I. Luéi¢ (Joannes
Lucius, 1604-1679),'%5 and nowadays by 1. Babi¢, 126

17 Cr1 111 13874; Bojanovski 1973, 151, note 54: ——/ [— mjatri k(astrorum?) —? / [—] sc¢(—) ob[— / =?] dicati(ssimus?)—?]
[~ /m =2 /5=] cos[—?/—] un[-?] l(oco) d(ato) d(ecreto) d(ecurionum) [-?].

118 Bojanovski 1977, 83-86: D(is) M(anibus) S(acrum) / P(ublio) Aplio Plas/so patri pientis/simo dec(urioni) m(unicipii) Dil(unti)
/2 et Alnniae fil(iae)] infelicissi/mae def(unctae) an(norum) VIIIL. / P(ublius) Anni/us v(ivus) sibi et /!0 suis fecit.

119 Skegro 2001, 72-78; 2002a, 11-25.

120 Andeli¢ 1999a, 117-120.

121 Skegro 2002a, 15-16.

122 Orec 1982, 55-85; 1994, 86; 1996, 135-136.

123 vygi¢ 2005, 164, 165-166.

124 yugi¢ 2005, 166.

125 Lucius 1673, 73: ™...
scripta sunt, ea omnia ficta et supposititia sunt”.

126 Babi¢ 1993, 13-57.

et quaecunque in illo de actis conciliorum Dalmatiae, epistolis papalibus et epitaphio Zvonimiri regis
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but not by D. Farlati (1690-1773),'27 1. Batthyan
(1741-1798),128 F. Racki,1’ F. §isi¢, 13 V. Blazevic, 1!
N. Klai¢ (1920-1988),132 S. Gunjaga (1909-1981),133
M. Ivanisevic,!3* etc.

”Historia Salonitana Maior”

The acts of the first synod of Salona were co-
signed by the Vitalis presbyter, whom the oldest
manuscript "Historia Salonitana Maior”, the Vat-
ican Congregatio de propaganda Fide addresses as
the sarniensis, that is sarntesis, and in the Barberine
manuscripts as sarnitensis. Based on this, some
authors consider Vitalis to be a priest from Sarsen-
terensis.'3® If this is truly a place that became a
diocese during the second Salonitan synod, one
gets the impression that Sarsenterum had quite a
reputation even before the creation of the diocese,
and because of this it became the seat of the di-
ocese.

At the second synod of Salona, Sarsenterum
is mentioned in the context of the ordination of
three new bishops (in Sarsentero, Muccuro et Ludro
episcopi debeant consecrari) and mention is made
of the election of the priest Paulinus as bishop
(in Sarsentero Paulinum presbiterum).'3® The di-
ocese of Sarsenterensis (sarsinterensis) is men-
tioned during the choosing of places for the newly
formed diocese.!3” Finally, the acts of the sec-
ond synod of Salona were also co-signed by the
bishop of Sarsenterensis, Paulinus episcopus ec-
clesie sarsenterensis.'3®

127 Farlati 1753, 162-164; 173-174.
128 Batthyan 1785, 285-293.

129 Racki 1894, 13-18.

130 §isi¢c 1914, 157-164.

131 Blazevi¢ 1967, 9-11, nos. 8, 9.
132 Klai¢ 1967, 76-85.

133 Gunjaca 1973, 50-56.

134 Tvanisevi¢c 1994, 159-161.

Thus it is obvious that in the period of late
antiquity the diocese of Sarsenterensis (Ecclesia
sarsenterensis, sarsinterensis, sarsiterensis) was created
in the area of the Salona metropolitan see in a
place called Sarsenterum. “Historia Salonitana
Maior” does not state precisely where this place
would be. However, considering the order of the
newly formed dioceses, it could be found east of
the diocese Muccur. "Historia Salonitana Maior”
gives evidence that Sarsenterum was an urban set-
tlement that was among the first municipalities
given to the bishop of Sarsenterensis. According
to the words of the Salonitan archbishop Honori-
us II, which he spoke before the decision on the
creation of the new dioceses, it is clear that this
was primarily a case of taking into consideration
the canonical rules related to dioceses. Special care
was taken not to damage the dignity of the bish-
ops’ service.!3® As early as in 343/344, even the
synod in Serdica!4? determined that ”it is not
permitted to ordain a bishop in any village or smaller
settlement; where a single priest is sufficient there
is no need for a bishop to be present as well, so
that his name and dignity could be undermined”.!!
The synod fathers held to these norms in the year
533, when they chose the centres of the newly formed
dioceses.!*2 The legislation of emperor Iustinian
also tended to the preservation of the dignity of
the bishop’s service. These dioceses were found-
ed during his reign. The legislation of this emper-
or did not allow for the creation of new dioceses
either in rural or in smaller urban settlements. !4
According to the acts of the Split synod in the

135 Farlati 1753, 172; Batthyan 1785, 290; Sisi¢ 1914, 157, 161; Klai¢ 1967, 81 n. 221.
136 Farlati 1753, 173; Batthyan 1785, 291; Racki 1894, 16, note; Sisi¢ 1914, 162; Klai¢ 1967, 83; Gunjaca 1973, 54; Ivanisevi¢

1994, 161.

137 Farlati 1753, 173; Batthyan 1785, 291; Racki 1894, 18, note; Sisi¢ 1914, 162; Klai¢ 1967, 83; Gunjaca 1973, 54; Ivanisevi¢

1994, 161.

138 Farlati 1753, 174; Batthyan 1785, 293; Racki 1894, 18, note; Sisi¢ 1914, 164; Klai¢ 1967, 85; Gunjaca 1973, 56; IvaniSevi¢

1994, 161.

139 4d ordinandorum nuper episcoporum curam, facta distributione, credimus pertinere, presertim cum nihil canonicis sit contra-
rium constitutis, gia nec episcopalis vilescit auctoritas... Quapropter, quos vel in quibus locis episcopi debeant consecrari, diligentius

pertractemus. Klai¢ 1967, 82 (615r).
140 About this synod: Bratoz 1987, 154-155.

141 Kurtscheid 1951, 107: "Licentia danda non est ordinandi episcopum aut in vico aliquo aut in modica civitate, cui sufficit unus
presbyter, quia non est necesse ibi episcopum fieri ne vilescat nomen episcopi et auctoritas”.

142 Tractatu itaque habito, adicto, quomodo hoc comuni noscitur sedisse consilio, ut in Sarsentero, Muccuro et Ludro episcopi
debeant consecrari futurorum personas antistitum decretorum tenor adsignet. Klai¢ 1967, 82 (615r).

143 Jedin 1995, 418-427.
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year 925, this norm was also valid during the tenth
century.!** Considering the context of these de-
velopments, we can easily comprehend the speech
of archbishop Honorius II, where he emphasizes
the importance of the preservation of canonical
norms and the dignity of the bishops, as well as
the importance of the newly formed dioceses for
which they are ordained. They use the term de-
bere (must) for it, which emphasizes a strong moral
commitment.!*> The ordination of these bishops
was accepted by all the bishops at the second synod
of Salona.'*® It is not clear whether these or any
other ordinations are related to the reproaches that
were addressed in the year 550 to the administra-
tor of the Pope’e patrimony in Dalmatia (Dalma-
tiarum patrimonium, patrimonium in Dalmatia), the
Deacon Sebastianus by Pope Vigilius (537-555).147
Bearing in mind the large time span from when
the Salonitan synod was held and when the Pope’s
letter arrived, this seems far-fetched.

The ”Cosmography”
of the Anonymous Geographer of Ravenna

The "Cosmography” of the Anonymous Geog-
rapher of Ravenna consists of short and long lists
of towns (civitates) based on cartographic and
itinerary traditions.!® Although it goes back as
far as the seventh century, the information it gives
refers to the first half of the sixth century.** Among
other towns in Dalmatia (Dalmatia, Dalmatiae) on
the road leading from Burzuman to Nova (Novas)
this work also mentions Sarsiteron (civitas Sarsiteron,
Sarsitheron): "Next to Burzumon there are also towns
called Medione, Anderba, Ausustis, Emanio, Sarsiteron,

Bistue Betus, Montebulsi, Libros, Orbam, Naurtio,
Epilentio, Novas.”13% Burzumon is identified with
the Bersumun (Birzuminium) mentioned in the Tabula
Peutingeriana and it is located in Podgorica,!’!
Medione is identified with the fortification Meteon
of the Illyric tribe of the Labeates in Medun (Kuca),
north-east of Podgorica, and Anderba with Niksi¢
(Montenegro).'22 Ausustis is identified with the travel
station Ad Fusciana mentioned in the Tabula Peu-
tingeriana, i.e. with Aufustianis from the Itinerar-
ium Antonini, and is located at Tkanice (Tihalji-
na), Emanio by its name refers to Imotski,!>? Bis-
tue Betus is identical with Bistue Vetus mentioned
in the Tabula Peutingeriana and is located at Tomis-
lavgrad,>*i.e. at Cipulji¢ (Bugojno),'>> Montebul-
si is identified with the station In monte Bulsinio
mentioned in the Tabula Peutingeriana and is sought
at Privala on the slopes of TuSnica between Busko
Blato and the Duvanjsko plain,!® Libros is iden-
tified with Ad Libros mentioned in the Tabula
Peutingeriana and is located at Gradina (Bukova
Gora) near Bugko Blato,!’” whereas Orba is locat-
ed at Arzano, Naurtio at Studenci (Imotski), Epilentio
at Prolozac (Imotski),'>® and Novas has been iden-
tified since 1880 with Ad Novas, i.e. with Novae
and is located at Runovi¢ (fig. 7).1%° The "Cos-
mography” of the Anonymous Geographer of
Ravenna points to the fact that Sarsiteron was located
between Burzumon (Podgorica) and Medion (Me-
dun, Kuéi near Podgorica) in Montenegro, and
Bistue betus (Bistue vetus) in southeastern or cen-
tral Bosnia. This work, however, still does not reveal
any details about Sarsiteron. Based on the fact that
there is no mention of Diluntum in the *Cosmog-
raphy”, one can rightfully assume that this place
has not been omitted by mistake, because it was

144 Non licet in modicis ciuitatibus uel villis episcopos statui, ne nomen episcopi uilescat. Kostrenéic, Stipisi¢, Samsalovi¢ 1967,

31; Klai¢ 1967, 99, fig. 628v.

145 Quapropter, quos vel in quibus locis episcopi debeant consecrari, diligentius pertractemus. Tractatu itaque habito, adiecte,
quoniam hoc comuni noscitur sedisse consilio, ut in Sarsentero, in Muccuro et Ludro episcopi debeant consecrari. Klai¢ 1967, 82-83,

n. 254: debeatur.
146 Klai¢ 1967, 83.

147 Mansi 1960, 355; Migne 1848, epist. XIV, 50-51; Ivanisevi¢ 1994, 162; Skegro 2002b, 76-717.

148 Cage 1993, 352.
149 Cace 1993, 348.

150 ftem iuxta Burzumon est civitas quae dicitur Medione, Anderba, Ausustis, Emanio, Sarsiteron (Sarsitheron), Bistue betus,
Montebulsi, Libros, Orbam, Naurtio (Naurcio), Epilentio (Epilencio), Novas (per Novas). Caée 1993, 357; Ravennatis Anonymi Cos-

mographia, IV, 16; Cambi, Pasini 1980, 290.
151 Garasanin 1967a, 127; 1967, 171.
152 Garasanin 1967, 127-133.
153 Cace 1993, 389.

154 Bojanovski 1974b 160-166, 170, 187, 189, 233, 236, 244.

155 pagkvalin 1998, 549-619; 2003, 129-191.

156 Bojanovski 1974b 149, 156-160; Cace 1993, 392.
157 Bojanovski 1974b 152-155; Cace 1993, 392.

158 Cace 1993, 392-393.

159 Cace 1993, 390 and n. 147.
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Fig. 7: Sarsiteron of the Anonymous of Ravenna (according to:
Cace 1993). .
SI. 7: Sarsiteron Anonimnega Ravenata (po: Cace 1993).

not important enough for the author to have
mentioned it. If it had been a larger and more
important settlement, the Anonymous Geographer
of Ravenna would not have left it out, like he has
not left out the largest urban settlement in the basin
of the lower Neretva - Narona.

3. THE TERRITORY OF THE DIOCESE
OF SARSENTERENSIS

Sarsenterum - Sarsiteron

Despite the fact that systematic archaeological
research has not begun in the area of Stolac, ran-
dom archaeological finds, as well as the rescue
investigation of some ancient sites, demonstrate
that a important ancient urban settlement devel-
oped in this area. In the wider area of Herzegov-
ina, if one excludes Narona, there are no traces of
a larger urban settlement except in Stolac.!69 With
its size and cultural achievements, it is the most
prominent settlement in the wider area of the eastern
Adriatic hinterland. ¢! The development of an ancient

160 Bojanovski, 1973, 151; 1969, 146-150.
161 Atanackovié-Salc¢i¢ 1979, 35; Cremosnik 1984, 63-77.
162 Schallmayer 1990, 382-384, nos. 485-487.

settlement in Stolac that obtained municipal sta-
tus appears logical. A beneficiary station was also
situated there.!®? Nearby, at Gradina in OS$aniéi,
in the Hellenic period, the centre of the Illyric
tribal community of the Daorsei was located.!63
After being devastated by the De/matae around the
middle of the second century BC, they erected a
new settlement by the Bregava River.'%* The Daorsei
in the time of the Illyrian - Roman wars took sides
with the Romans and as a consequence suffered
considerable losses, yet as Roman allies they earned
certain privileges and thus had a better perspec-
tive, unlike other itinerant populations that stood
up to the Romans, which largely contributed to
the development of this settlement in the ancient
Roman times. In the early imperial period, as civ-
itas peregrinorum'®® they were autonomous under
the protection of the Roman senate.'%¢ Their new
center earned its municipal status somewhere around
the time of the Flavian dynasty (69-96), that is,
during the time when municipal status was more
favourable than colonial.!®’” According to early
Christian norms, this place had the potential of
becoming a diocese, depending on the influence
of the Christian municipality. "Historia Salonitana
Maior” gives evidence that Sarsenterensis is even
more important than Diluntum. This is also directly
confirmed in the "Cosmography” of the Anony-
mous Geographer of Ravenna, where Diluntum was
not even mentioned. The "Cosmography” locates
Sarsenterum in the far hinterland of the eastern
Adriatic, while Tabula Peutingeriana places the station
Diluntum closer to the shore.

Dellontino

The Salonitan synod fathers assigned the basil-
icas, quae in municipiis Dellontino, Stantino, Neu-
ense - Nouense,'°® per Rusticiarum Pecuatico et
Beuzavatico to the bishop of Sarsenterensis in the
year 533. As Dellontino is mentioned first among
them, it is justified to assume that it was a place
that, like the others, gravitated towards Sarsenter-
um and was the closest one. Tabula Peutingeriana

163 Mari¢ 1977, 5-50; 1979, 61-181; 1989, 57-59; 1995, 43-93; 1996, 7-33.

164

Skok 1972, 57-58; Simunovi¢ 1986, 80, 63 n. 10.
165 Bojanovski 1988, 75, 94.
166 Mari¢ 1985, 49; Bojanovski 1988, 89-90, 94.
167 Bojanovski 1973, 151 and n. 54.
168 Klai¢ 1967, fig. 17.

If the toponymic form Kostolac came from castellum, it could be a way of interpreting the genesis of the name of Stolac:
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Fig. 8: Place of the station Dilunto from the Tabula Peutingeriana.

SI. 8: Lokacija Dilunta na Tabuli Peutingeriani.

states that the station Dilunto was located thirty-
five miles east of Narona, on the left side of the
Neretva River beyond the station Ad Turres and before
Pardua and Zizio (Narona - XXII - Ad Turres - XIIT
- Dilunto - XIIII - Pardua - XVI - Ad Zizio) (fig. 8).
Dalluntum Dalluntum is also mentioned on the Itin-
erarum Antonini on the road that led from Salona
to Durrés (Dyrrachium) in northern Albania (a Salonis
Dyrrachium mp CCCIII - Ponte Tiluri XVI. Tronto
XII - Bilubio XIII - Aufustianis XVIII - Narona XXV
- Dallunto - XXV - Leusinio XL - Andarba XXVIIII -
Salunto XVIII - Alata XVII - Birziminio X - Cinna
XVIII - Scodra XII - Dyrrachio L).'%°

From this one can conclude that the travel sta-
tion Dallunto should be sought to the east of Narona.
It has mostly been located in different areas of
eastern Herzegovina. W. Tomaschek!’? and A. Mayer
sought it in Hutovo (Hutovo Polje),'”! H. Cons in
Neum, 172 M. Hoernes (1852-1917) in Vranjevo Selo
(Neum),'”® G. Novak (1888-1978) in Neum,'7* H.
Kiepert (1818-1899) in Popovo,!”> K. Miller (1844-
1933) in Popovo (or Kotezi),!’® E. Pasali¢ (1915-

e —— 8 fhuciveris: vy,

-._/""'\—-—-.,/"'\/- - 143

ful.'l\‘ﬁ "‘" Otulttw et pam
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1967) around Trebinja in Popovo,'”” G. Alf6ldy
in the local area of the Illyrian Deremists (Dere-
mistae) or in Trebinja, but was still not sure where
to seek it,178 J. J. Wilkes reluctantly placed it at
Ljubinje or at Trebinja in Popovo,!”® while A. J.
Evans (1851-1941),180 C. Truhelka (1865-1942),181
D. Sergejevski (1886-1965),132 D. Mandi¢,!®3 D.

Basler,!$* 1. Bojanovski,!8> and A. Skegro placed

it in Stolac,'8¢ and 1. Pulji¢ at Trebinja.'®’” Mod-
ern authors did not suspect that this itinerary station
was in Stolac, in favour of which they referred to
traces of an ancient settlement from Trebinja and
two inscriptions that mentioned members of a
municipal council (ordo decurionum) from Stolac!8®
and Trebinja.'8? While locating Dilunto in Stolac,
the remains of an ancient settlement with mosa-
ics, frescos, baths, temples, buildings with hypoc-
austs, etc., in Trebinja were unjustifiably ignored. !0

Some travel stations from the Tabula Peutinge-
riana, among which Dilunto was also mentioned,
are mentioned in the "Cosmography” of the Anon-
ymous Geographer of Ravenna in a list of towns

169 parthey, Pinder 1848, 338; Pasali¢ 1960, 62; Bojanovski 1973, 168; Ravennatis Anonymi Cosmographia IV, 16; Cambi,

Pasini 1980, 289.

170 Tomaschek 1880, 548-549 and 553; Pasali¢ 1960, 62 and n. 12.

171 Mayer 1940, 141-142, 150; 1991, 116; Pasali¢ 1960, 63.

172 Cons 1882, 370-371, 380, 390, 398; Pasali¢ 1960, 62.
173 Mayer 1940, 137; Pasali¢ 1960, 62.

174 Novak 1944, 66.

175 Kiepert 1893-1914, map 17; Pasali¢ 1960, 62-63.

176 Kiepert 1893-1914, 468, 482; Pasali¢ 1960, 63.

177 Pazali¢ 1960, 64.

178 Alfoldy 1965, 144, 178, 207.

179 Wilkes 1969, 167, 258-259, 290.

180 Evans 1883, 92-93, 103; Pasali¢ 1960, 62; Bojanovski 1988, 99.

181 Truhelka 1892, 364. Truhelka wrote:

183 Mandi¢ 1962, 20.
184 Basler (Kujundzi¢) 1976b, 25-26; 1982, 140.

“Evans located Assano in Stolac.”
182 Sergejevski 1935, 17-18; 1962, 111-113; Pasali¢ 1960, 63.

Truhelka 1892, n. 1.

185 Bojanovski, 1969, 146-150; 1973, 151; 1980, 183; 1988, 99-102, 377.

186 Skegro 2002a, 11-13.
187 pyljic 1999, 111-112.

188 CJL 11T 13874; Bojanovski 1973, 151, note 54: ——/ [— m]atri k(astrorum?) —? / [—] sc(—) ob[— / —?] dicati(ssimus?)—?]
[— /m =? /=] cos[—?/—] un[—?] I(oco) d(ato) d(ecreto) d(ecurionum) [—?].

189 Bojanovski 1977, 83-86: D(is) M(anibus) S(acrum) / P(ublio) Aplio Plas/so patri pientis/simo dec(urioni) m(unicipii) Dil(unti)
/° et Afnniae fil(iae)] infelicissi/mae def(unctae) an(norum) VIIIIL. / P(ublius) Anni/us v(ivus) sibi et /!0 suis fecit.

190 Bojanovski 1973, 152.
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Fig. 9: Roman road in eastern Herzegovina (according to: Bojanovski 1973).

S 9: Rimska cesta v vzhodni Hercegovini (po: Bojanovski 1973).

on the coast (per litus maris). They are Epitaurum
id est Ragusium, Asamon, Zidion, Pardua id est
Stamnes, Turres, Narrona. On the Tabula Peuting-
eriana, the Dilunto travel station is mentioned between
Turres and Pardua in the "Cosmography” of the
Anonymous Geographer of Ravenna. In some other
instances, the ”Cosmography” becomes more de-
tailed, so that right along the coast (circa ipsa litora
maris) it mentions among other items: Epitauron,
Assidium, Bretorum, Turres, Narrona.'®! It is evi-
dent for Assidium that this is the same as Ad Ziz-
io, and Turres is obviously Ad Turres from the Tabula
Peutingeriana. These are travel stations from the
group of stations along the coast, where Dilunto
is mentioned as well. Considering the fact that it

is located on the same travel route, Dilunto can-
not be further from the shore, so it is not wise to
locate it at Stolac. The ancient road towards the
east connected Narona and Stolac (fig. 9), and this
route is well documented in the sources.'?2 There-
fore there are no arguments to tie this road with
the roads from the Tabula Peutingeriana or the ”Cos-
mography” of the Anonymous Geographer of
Ravenna. These sources do not contain descrip-
tions of all the ancient roads.!®? The important
road which led from Narona over the Nevesinjsko
plain deeper inland towards eastern and central
Bosnia was not recorded by any sources, °* despite
the fact there is much evidence in the form of unpaved
roadways, beaten paths, milestones, traces of ancient

1 Ravennatis Anonymi Cosmographia V, 14; Cambi, Pasini 1980, 289, 291.

192 Bojanovski 1980, 183.
193 Bojanovski 1974b, 21.
194 Bojanovski 1978, 52.
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settlements next to it, and the like. This road can
be easily traced from the valley of the Neretva River
through the Bregava River canyon, going straight
over the Dubrava plateau, Brstanik, Stjepan Krst,
Jasena, etc. It is one of the oldest Roman roads in
Dalmatia, which was constructed before the great
builder and governor of Dalmatia Publius Corne-
lius Dolabella (14-20).1%3 In addition to the inscrip-
tions from Trebinja and Stolac, one of the crucial
arguments for identifying the ancient settlement
of Stolac with Dilunto is this very road that ran
through Stolac as well. This road is identified with
the route from the Tabula Peutingeriana and the
Itinerarium Antonini, although its track through
eastern Herzegovina has not been precisely deter-
mined. Thus, for instance, the route from Narona
to Stolac, Ljubomir, and Trebinje to Epidaurus
(Cavtat) is uncertain, because of the fact that there
were at least two more logical, and by a third shorter,
road directions, next to which traces of ancient
edifices have been verified as well. One runs over
the Hrasno plateau, and the other is located in
the coastal area of Dubrovnik.

Stantino

The "Cosmography” by the Anonymous Geog-
rapher of Ravenna identifies the travel station Par-
dua with Stamnes (Pardua id est Stamnes),'*® which
Cace explains as "Pardua, from which you can reach
another town, namely Ston” or ”in the vicinity of
which there is another town, namely Ston” or “on
the other side there is another town, namely Ston”
or to put it in a simplified way, "Pardua, and here
is also Ston” (fig. 10)."7 During the Middle Ages,
Ston was also called Stona (Stamnum, Stannu, Stagno,
Stagnum).'?® This signified an underwater place,
stagnant water, dead water, and a salt lake, which
are all traits of the Veliki Ston area.'®® Stagnon (16
Ftoryvov) is discussed in the thirteenth chapter of
the work entitled ”De administrando Imperio” of the
Byzantine emperor Constantinus VII Porphyrogenetus
as the first of five towns in the territory of the Zahumlje

195 Bojanovski 1974b, 15; Pulji¢ 1999, 107.

Pardua

Zidion

Asamon
(Trebinje)

Stamnes

(Ston) Rucinium

(Risan)

Ragusium Epitaurum

(Cavtat)

-

Fig. 10: Parduavand Stamnes of the Anonymous of Ravenna
(according to: Cace 1993). }
SI. 10: Pardua in Stamnes Anonimnega Ravenata (po: Cace 1993).

people.2%0 The Byzantine writer Kekaumenos (the
second half of the eleventh century) mentions Stamnon
(T Ztaryvov).2%! Civitas Stagnum, which was part
of the Salona metropolitan see, is mentioned as well
in the late medieval source called Provinciale ve-
tus.292 The same source refers to the bishop of Ston
(episcopus Stagnensis), who was under the jurisdic-
tion of the metropolitan see of Dubrovnik.29? This
title was retained by the bishops of Ston afterwards
as well (episcopi stagnenses).?%*

Stantino is mentioned in the “Historia Saloni-
tana Maior” as the second municipality whose basilica
had been assigned to the bishop of Sarsenterum.
Antibarum’s archbishop Gregory (the priest of
Dioclea) calls Ston at the end of the twelfth centu-
ry Stantania.*® Including Stantania in the diocese
of Sarsenterensis makes the location of its centre
at the distant Biskup-Krupac (Glavatic¢evo, Konjic)
absurd, as well as at Mostar and Zitomisli¢i, which
were the natural hinterland of Narona and which
they certainly were a part of in 533. Stantino was
separated from the diocese of Narona and assigned
to the diocese of Sarsenterensis. The road connecting
Ston with Stolac, along which the author of this
work locates Sarsenterum, is much more favourable
than the road connecting Ston with Narona, and it
was used throughout the year. Its existence has been
verified by the numerous ancient edifices that have
been found along this road (Neum, Neljetovlje,
Vranjevo Selo, MoSevi¢i, Gradac, Bro¢anac, Pra-
pratnica, Hutovski Grad, Hutovo - Crkvine, PreviSi¢a
Gradina, Basari¢a Gradina, Burmazi, Poplat).206

196 Ravennatis Anonymi Cosmographia IV, 16; Cambi, Pasini 1980, 289. "Pardua, (Stamnes), danasnji Ston”. Novak 2001, 66.

197 Cage 1993, 397.

198 Skok 1922, 129-130; 1973, 338.
199 Zaninovié¢ 1987, 16, 17.

200 porfirogenet 2003, 89.

201 Cage 1993, 397 n. 170.

202 Skegro 2005, 52-53.

203 Skegro 2005, 63.

204 Farlati 1800, 324-362; Gams 1873, 421; Eubel 1913, 487.

205 Sjsic 1928, 327; Mosin 1950, 75.

206 Truhelka 1892, 350-365; Marijan 1989, 35-59; Pulji¢ 1994, passim; 1995, 21.
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Pardua

Pardua, with which Stamno (Stamnes) is iden-
tified, is located at Gradac near Ljubinje,2°” more
to the north in Gacko in eastern Herzegovina.208
In the context of identifying it with Stamnum (Ston),
this does not seem at all logical. If Pardua were
located in one of the places mentioned, then the
trip from Narona to Stamnum (Ston) would be longer,
despite the four times shorter naval route Narona
- Stamnum. The fact that the Tabula Peutingeri-
ana is not a reliable source has been known for a
long time,2%° which becomes prominent precisely
in the context of this naval route. The inscription
in memory of the decurion of the municipium Delunti
from Trebinja?!” would not support locating Par-
dua at the cited places. The inscription indicates
that whether or not Diluntum was at Trebinja, its
area was certainly part of the Diluntum ager. Trav-
elling from Narona to Pardua, which was accord-
ing to the "Cosmography” the same as Ston (Par-
dua id est Stamnes), the traveller would, accord-
ing to the Tabula Peutingeriana have to go through
Diluntum (thus including Trebinja) and finally after
that, having passed at least fourteen miles, turn
towards Stamnum (Ston),?!! which does not at all
seem logical. The travel station Leusino was also
without valid reason placed outside the Trebinje-
DZivar area and located at Panik near Bile¢a.?!2
This is in contradiction to the Montecassino
Chronicles, in whose epitomes it is stated that the
emperor Justinian awarded numerous estates to
Benedict of Nursia (ca. 480 - ca. 550), among
which there is one in Lausinum (In Dalmatia Pontem
Tiluri, Biludium, Lausinium, Salluntum). A Bene-
dictine estate has been verified only in Dzivar
(Trebinje), as well as at St. Peter’s in the Field
(sv. Petar u Polju).?!3 The road mentioned is more
logically to be sought in a more natural direction,
namely somewhere on the way from Narona through
Hrasno and Gornje Popovsko towards Hum,2! and
through Hutovo and Gradac and the Dubrovnik
coastal area, which could be reached via Vukov

Klanac.2!® In accordance with this, it would be
logical to look for the travel station Dilunto at the
place where it has been verified, namely in the
remains of the ancient settlement in Trebinja, or
in its vicinity. Those who know lower Herzegovi-
na know that Popovsko Polje (plain) is inundated
most of the year, and because of that it could not
possibly be the centre of a region, but rather a
place that separates it. It separates the coastal area
from the region to the north of Popovsko Polje,
which also includes Stolac, whereas Trebinja be-
longs to the coastal area.?!¢

Nouense per Rusticiarum pecuatico

Since there are no original texts of the Salona
synods’ acts, one cannot connect with certainty
the terms Novense (Neuense) with Rusticiarum
(Rasticiarum, Rusticiarum, Rusticarum) and pecu-
atico (Pecuatio, Potuatico, pecuatio, potuatico), which
was noted after it. The oldest copy by the Congre-
gatio de propaganda Fide directs the reader to read
it as Neuense per Rusticiarum pecuatico without the
full-stop mark as the separator, which is, for in-
stance, found between Stantino and Neuense, as
well as after Pecuatico and before et Beuzavatico.
Pecuatico is also written with a small initial letter,
which is also the case with dellontino in the copy
of the acts by the Congregation for the Propaga-
tion of the Faith. The copy of the Kaptol archives
in Split 529b, 25r, also suggests the reading of Nouense
per Rusticiarum pecuatio without commas, which
are placed before and after these terms. This would
lead to the conclusion that there is a possibility
of aunique term. The copy 485, on the other hand,
in the same archive, in the name Nouensi makes
the letter ” i ” longer by drawing a longer curved
line, which ends in such a way as if the author
wanted to put a full stop before that name. He
makes a distinction between the term per Rusti-
ciarum and pecuatico, which he also writes with a
small initial letter, like the above-mentioned cop-

207 Sergejevski 1962, 111-113; Bojanovski 1973, 158; 1980, 183.

208 Bojanovski 1973, 158 n. 69.

209 Mommsen: CIL 111 290; Mayer 1940, 145; Pasali¢ 1960, 63-64; Bojanovski, 1980, 183; 1983, 9, 11-13.
210 Sergejevski 1935, 17-18, P1. 1V, fig. 1; Bojanovski 1977, 84; Atanackovié¢-Sal¢i¢ 1979, 7-40; ILJug 1740.

211 Bojanovski 1980, 183-189; 1983, 15.
212 Bojanovski 1988, 84-85, 378.
213 Ostoji¢ 1963, 80; Popovi¢ 1973, 313-347.

214 Near Hum an isolated hill called Cicina could be the crossroad Ad Zizio that is mentioned in Tabula Peutingerianae.
215 During the excavations in Dubravica, archeologists found the remains of a path that led towards Vukov Klanac. This

information was shared with me by Mr. Vidovié.

216 Bojanovski notes the geographical connection of Trebinje to the coastal region. However, this assumption does not suggest
to him the location of Diluntum in this region, but rather the conclusion that the sea-coast of Slano was part of Diluntum.

Bojanovski 1988, 100.
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ies, with a comma placed a little lower. All these
copies lead to the conclusion that one cannot claim
with certainty whether these are three terms, two
terms or just one. It is also not clear what the
connection between them is, or rather if there is
any connection between them at all! It is espe-
cially curious that the third name in four of the
six copies is written with a small initial letter p,
which is not the case with any other name. This
leads to the conclusion that this name might be
considered an adjective.

Nouense per Rusticiarum, as it is usually read by
authors of newer editions of the acts of the diocese
of Salona, is mentioned after Dellontino and Stan-
tino as a part of the diocese of Sarsenterensis.?!” If
we accept the fusion of these two terms, as well as
the fusion of these with pecuatico, as it is suggested
in the above-mentioned copies, in this case it would
be a settlement that had the traits of a municipal-
ity like the previous two settlements, but it would
also be an ethnic territory. There are some indica-
tions for this in the fact that the Muccur diocese
was founded simultaneously with the Sasenter and
the Ludrum dioceses, and that at the same synod
of Salona was also assigned the territory of the
Delmatic tribe - Onestini (delminese Onestinum), which
is located in Srednja Poljica in the heart of Mosor.2!8
Nouense (Neuense) per Rusticiarum probably refers
to the area that was inhabited by the Illyrian tribe
Narensae somewhere between late antiquity and
the medieval period. The name was found on an
early Roman tombstone in Trgoviste at the foot of
Brljevska glavica in Kazanci near Gacko.2!° They
are also mentioned by Pliny the Younger (Nare-
si),229 Ptolomy (Nopévdior),??! and Appian (Nopg—
d101).222 Judging by the other sources that are to

217 Klai¢ 1967, 83; Gunjaca 1973, 54; Ivanisevi¢ 1994, 161.

some extent close to these epigraphic materials,?2?

it seems that the Narensai tribe lived in Dabarsko
plain to the southeast of Stolac, where there have
been attempts to locate the Deremistae.?** Judging
from onomastics, the Narensae resisted the Romans
for quite a long time. It seems that a large reason
for this was their economic power - in stockbreed-
ing - due to which they remained a rustic popula-
tion (Narensae Rustici). Another reminder of the
stock-breeding tradition of ancient times in east-
ern Herzegovina is the border inscription carved
on the cliff of Sari¢a Greda (Zmajevac) in Stolac
near Gacko at the crossing from Gatacko plain to
Cernica.??’ Ancient settlements have been verified
on Dabarsko plain,??® which is very well connect-
ed by roads with Stolac.2?” Narensae is not difficult
to connect linguistically to the Nouense - (Neuen-
se) from the ”Historia Salonita Maior”,228 as well
as Nevesinje, which the archbishop of Bar, Grego-
ry (the priest of Docleia)?2? and other earlier writ-
ers23? mention under the name Netusini (Netussigne).>!
Tomaschek saw Petuaticum as a large grazing field,
locating it in the western area of Herzegovina.232
Considering the location of Sarsenterum at the ancient
settlement in Stolac, we would rather place Nouen-
se per Rusticiarum in the area gravitating towards
the Stolac area, since it is connected to it by roads.
The most appropriate area in this context seems to
be the Nevesinjsko plain, which has optimal condi-
tions for extensive stock-breeding.233 It was connected
to the ancient settlement in Stolac by a very old
road which ran through the canjon of the Brega-
va.23* Attempts have been made to locate the Illyr-
ic tribe of the Glinditiones*3> in the Nevesinjsko
plain region, that is, per Rusticiarum from the area
of the diocese of Sarsenterensis.23® There were several

218 Klai¢ 1967, 83; Gunjaca 1973, 54; Ivanisevi¢ 1994, 161; Skegro 2002b, 50-53.
219 Mandi¢ Studo 1985, 192; Bojanovski 1988, 109; Atanackovic-Salci¢ 1990, 8; Skegro 2003, 154-157, n. 18: [Tattaris / Veneti
(filius) vel fil(ius)] / et Temus Bla]/tonis fil(ia), / Narensai. / Annaei (filiae) ann(orum) / XXV, Hic sita / est.

220 pLIN., Nat. hist., 111, 143.
221 prOL., 11, 16, 5.
222 4pP., 111, 16.

223 CIL 111 12800; Bojanovski 1988, 110; Skegro 2003, 155-157.

224 Bojanovski 1988, 110-112.

225 Sergejevski 1938, 20 n. 18; Bojanovski 1988, 108: Te(rminus?) IN (...) Te(rminus?) VCV (...)?.

226 Bojanovski 1987, 89; 1988, 110-111.
227 Vego 1957, 29-30.

228 Klai¢ 1967, p. Fig. 17. fol. 615r.
229 Mosgin 1950, 75.

230 §isi¢ 1928, 327; Mosin 1950, 75.

231 Muzi¢ 2002, 55, 190; Bojanovski locates per Rasticiarum in the Nevesinjsko plain: Bojanovski 1988, 135.

232 Muzi¢ 2002, 55, 190.
233 Tomaschek 1880, 548.
234 Bojanovski, 1988, 106-108.

235 Bojanovski 1978, 78-95, add. I; 1987, add. 1I, appendix I, appendix II.

236 Bojanovski 1988, 106-108.
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ancient settlements discovered in the Nevesinje area,
which were attached to ancient communication
routes. The largest one was on both sides of Zalomka
in Drenovik near Kifin Selo (Nevesinje), where
several adjacent routes crossed.23’

Beuzavaticum - Benzavaticum

What lies underneath the term Beuzavaticum -
Benzavaticum still remains unclear. The authors
mentioned above placed it, for the main part without
argument, in different places. Tomaschek saw in
it the estate of some Delmataean named Beuza,
because he claimed that Beusas was a common
Delmataean name. Beusas or Beuzas is a common
Illyrian name (cognomen).?38 It is quite probable
that it was located on the northern or northeast-
ern border of the diocese of Sarsenterensis.2?? It
is also possible that it referred to the area of Gacko
plain.

4. CONCLUSION

The “Historia Salonitana Maior” gives evidence
that in the year 533, at the second synod of Salo-
na, the diocese of Sarsenterensis was founded. Paulin
was ordained to be its bishop. Basilicas were as-
signed to it, as written in the copies of "Historia
Salonitana Maior”: in monicipiis Dellontino, Stan-
tino, Noenese (Neuense) per Rusticiarum pecuati-
co, et Beuzavatico supra constituto. With the solu-
tions given by the authors mentioned above, this
work suggests that the area of Narensae might be
the same as Novensae (Nouense per Rusticiarum),
that Pecuaticum could be identified with Nevesin-
jsko plain, and that the area of Beuzavaticum or
Benzavaticum could also be found in the area of
eastern Herzegovina. Considering the usual cus-
toms of the Church in ancient times, i.e. that dioceses
could be founded only in places worthy of episco-
pal dignity, one comes to the conclusion that the
centre of the diocese of Sarsenterensis - Sarsenterum
(Sarsiteron) should be found in the ancient urban

237 Bojanovski 1978, 114; 1988, 135 n. 14.

238 Bojanovski 1978, 84; 1988, 106.

239 Alfoldy 1969, 165.

240 Bojanovski 1988, 375.

241 Basler 1976a, 88-89; 1986, 17; 1988, 31; 1990, 25.

242 Atanackovié-Salci¢ 1979, 7-40; Bojanovski 1988, 88-102.

settlement of Stolac. In terms of its size and im-
portance, it exceeds all other ancient settlements
from the wider area of the lower Neretva River
except for Narona. The growth of the urban settle-
ment in Stolac and its significance for the wider
surrounding area was conditioned by the special
status that Rome awarded to the Daorsei tribe as
their allies in the wars with the Illyrian tribes, as
well as by its central position in this specific and
different mini-region. Besides that, the line of
communication of Stantino and Delontino with Stolac
was geographically more favourable and natural
than that of Narona and other dioceses of that time,
which was not taken into account by the researchers.
Christianity in Stolac consolidated in pre-Constan-
tinian times.2%° Judging by the traces of sacral objects
from the wider area of Stolac, it particularly blos-
somed until late antiquity, which was the prereq-
uisite for the founding of a new diocese. In the
wider region of the lower Neretva River, exclud-
ing Narona, only the ancient settlement at Stolac
possesses the qualities of an urban settlement.2*!
In this context, it is only logical to connect the
centre of the diocese of Sarsenterensis precisely
with this. The remains of this settlement are also
not contrary to the norms that in late antiquity
applied to the creation of dioceses. Just like Na-
rona, the ancient settlement of Stolac could con-
tribute with its importance to episcopal dignity.
Thus, it is illogical to place Diluntum in Stolac,
and then to search for a larger settlement that would
be the centre of the diocese of Sarsenterensis. Such
an arrangement of places included in this diocese
produces a naturally integrated and a historically
justified territory. The diocese of Sarsenterensis
did not terminate with the migration of barbarian
peoples. Its bishop retreated during those tumul-
tuous times into his more sheltered parish of Ston
(Stantino from 533 AD). It is precisely because
of this that the Split synods from 925 and 928
AD do not deny the right of existence of the Ston
diocese. The diocese of Sarsenterensis became the
diocese of Ston because of the migration of its
bishop, or rather the diocese of Zahumlje, which
was named after the principality where it extended.



The Diocese of Sarsenterensis 237

ALFOLDY, G. 1965, Bevilkerung und Gesellschaft der rimi-
schen Provinz Dalmatien. - Budapest.

ALFOLDY, G. 1969, Die Personennamen in der rémischen Provinz
Dalmatia. - Heidelberg.

ANDELIC, P. 1975, Historijski spomenici Konjica i okoline. -
Konjic.

ANDELIC, P. and SIVRIC, M. and ANDELIC, T. 1999, Sred-
njoviekovne Humske Zupe. - Mostar

ANDELIC, T. 1978a, Kasnoanti¢ka bazilika u Cimu i Zito-
misli¢cima kod Mostara. - Arheoloski vestnik 29, 629-640.

ANDELIC, T. 1978b, Kasnoanticka dvojna bazilika (basilica
geminata) u Zitomisliéu kod Mostara. - Glasnik Zemaljskog
muzeja u Bosni i Hercegovini 32, 293-314.

ANDELIC, T. 1980, Neki objekti kasnoanticke sakralne ar-
hitekture u okolini Mostara. - In: Dolina rijeke Neretve od
prethistorije do ranog srednjeg vijeka. Znanstveni skup Met-
kovié¢ 4-7. X 1977, 1zdanja Hrvatskog arheolo§kog drustva 5,
257-266.

ANDELIC, T. 1988a, Crkvine, Cim, Mostar. - In: Arheoloski
leksikon Bosne i Hercegovine 3, 292 no. 24.45, Sarajevo.
ANDELIC, T. 1988b, Crkvina, Zitomisli¢i, Mostar. - In: Arhe-
oloski leksikon Bosne i Hercegovine 3, 292 no. 24.44, Sara-

jevo.

ANDELIC, T. 1999a, ”Crkvine” kao arheoloski lokaliteti u
stolackom kraju. - In: Stolac u povijesti i kulturi Hrvata, Humski
zbornik 4, 117-120, Zagreb, Stolac.

ANDELIC, T. 1999b, Ranokrséanska dvojna bazilika (basilica
geminata) u Zitomislicima kod Mostara. - Mostar.

ANDELIC, T. 1999c¢, Srednjovjekovna crkva u Tepéi¢ima kod
Citluka. - Hercegovina. Godisnjak za kulturno i povijesno naslijede
1(9), 95-115.

ANDELIC, T. 1999d, Starokricanska cimska bazilika u Mos-
taru. Altchristliche Cimer Basilika in Mostar. - Mostar.
ATANACKOVIC-SALCIC, V. 1977, Nove ranokricanske crk-
ve na podrucju Mostara. - Hercegovina. Godisnjak za kultur-

no i povijesno naslijede 3(11), 23-30.

ATANACKOVIC-SALCIC, V. 1979, Anti¢ki Diluntum u svet-
Iu novih arheoloskih istraZivanja (Stolac i Trebinja). - Tri-
bunia. Prilozi za istoriju, arheologiju, etnologiju, umjetnost i
kulturu 5, 7-40.

ATANACKOVIC-SALCIC, V. 1988a, Kuti, Mostar. - In: Arhe-
oloski leksikon Bosne i Hercegovine 3, 292 no. 24.39, Sara-
jevo.

ATANACKOVIC-SALCIC, V. 1988b, Crkvina, Mostar-Sutina.
In: - Arheoloski leksikon Bosne i Hercegovine 3,292 no. 24.42,
Sarajevo.

ATANACKOVIC-SALCIC, V. 1990, Rimski epigrafski spome-
nik iz Kazanaca kod Gacka. - Hercegovina. Godisnjak za kulturno
i povijesno naslijede 7-8, 7-13.

BABIC, I. 1993, Splitske uspomene na salonitanske kri¢anske
starine. - Vjesnik za arheologiju i historiju dalmatinsku 85,
13-57.

BARADA, M. 1928, Topografija Porfirogenitove Paganije. -
Starohrvatska prosvjeta. Arheolosko-historijski ¢asopis. Nova
serija 2/1-2, 37-54.

BARUN, A. 2003, Svjedoci i ucitelji. Povijest franjevaca Bosne
Srebrene. - Sarajevo, Zagreb.

BASLER D. 1988, Arheolo§ki spomenici na podrucju Trebinj-
ske biskupije. - In: Tisucu godina Trebinjske biskupije, 31-
40, Sarajevo.

BASLER, P. (KUJUNDZIC, J.) 1982, Povijest kr§¢anstva na
tlu Mostarsko-duvanjske biskupije do ranog srednjeg vije-
ka. - Nova et vetera. Revija za filozofsko-teoloske i srodne discipline
32, 139-148.

BASLER, D. 1976a, Orficki elementi u simbolici stecaka. - Dobri
pastir. Revija Udruzenja katolickih svecenika Bosne i Herce-
govine 26, 79-96.

BASLER, D. 1976b, Rimsko naselje u Stocu. - Slovo Gorcina 4,
25-26, Stolac.

BASLER, D. 1984, Kasnoanti¢ko doba. - In: Kulturna istorija
Bosne i Hercegovine od najstarijih viemena do pada ovih zemalja
pod osmansku vilast, 309-373, Sarajevo.

BASLER, P. 1990, Ranokrséanska arheologija. Drugo izdanje.
- Mostar.

BASLER, D. 1991, Arheoloski spomenici kr§¢anstva u Bosni
i Hercegovini do XV. stolje¢a. - In: Krséanstvo srednjovje-
kovne Bosne. Radovi sa simpozija povodom 9 stoljeca spomin-
janja Bosanske biskupije /1089-1989/, 1-9, Sarajevo.

BATTHYAN, 1. 1785, Leges ecclestiasticae regni Hungariae et
provinciarum adiacentium, opera, et studio Ignatii comitis de
Batthyan episcopi Transilvaniae colectae, et illustratae. To-
mus primus. - Albae Carolinae.

BENKOVIC, A. 1966, Naselja Bosne i Hercegovine sa katolickim
stanovnistvom. Katolicke Zupe Bosne i Hercegovine i njihove
filijale od XII. vijeka do danas. - Pakovo.

BILOGRIVIC, N. 1998, Katolicka crkva na podrucju danasnje
Banjalucke biskupije do invazije Turaka. Topoloske i povijes-
ne crtice. - Sarajevo.

BLAZEVIC, V. 1967, Concilia et synodi in territorio hodiernae
Jugoslaviae celebrata. - Vicetiae.

BOJANOVSKI, I. 1968, Sokol na Plivi. - Spomenici kulture.
Serija A 18, Sarajevo.

BOJANOVSKI, I. 1969, Mogorjelo - rimsko Turres. Prilog
topografiji rimske provincije Dalmacije. - Glasnik Zemalj-
skog muzeja u Bosni i Hercegovini 24, 137-163.

BOJANOVSKI, I. 1973, Rimska cesta Narona - Leusinium kao
primjer saobracajnog kontinuiteta. - Godisnjak ANUBiH. Centar
za balkanoloska ispitivanja 10/8, 137-187.

BOJANOVSKI, 1. 1974a, Baloie - Rimski municipij u Sipovu
na Plivi. - Arheoloski radovi i rasprave 7, 347-372.

BOJANOVSKI, I. 1974b, Dolabelin sistem cesta u rimskoj pro-
vinciji Dalmaciji. - Djela ANUBiH. Centar za balkanoloska
ispitivanja 47/2, Sarajevo.

BOJANOVSKI, I. 1977, Rimski natpisi iz doline TrebiSnjice. -
Tribunia. Prilozi za istoriju, arheologiju, etnologiju, umjetn-
ost i kulturu 3, 67-98.

BOJANOVSKI, 1. 1978, Prilozi za topografiju rimskih i pred-
rimskih komunikacija i naselja u rimskoj provinciji Dalma-
ciji 2. Prethistorijska i rimska cesta Narona - Sarajevsko
Polje s limitrofnim naseljim. - Godisnjak ANUBiH. Centar
za balkanoloSka ispitivanja 17/15, 51-125.

BOJANOVSKI, I. 1980, Neka pitanja anticke topografije don-
je Neretve. - In: Dolina rijeke Neretve od prethistorije do ranog
srednjeg vijeka. Znanstveni skup Metkovi¢ 4-7. X 1977, 1zdan-
ja Hrvatskog arheoloskog drustva 5, 181-194.

BOJANOVSKI, I. 1983, Trebinje - rimsko Asamo (Asamum) s
kratkim osvrtom na ager kolonije Epidaura. - Tribunia. Prilozi
za istoriju, arheologiju, etnologiju, umjetnost i kulturu 7, 7-32.

BOJANOVSKI, I. 1987, Prilozi za topografiju rimskih i pred-
rimskih komunikacija i naselja u rimskoj provinciji Dalma-
ciji. - In: Gornje Podrinje u sistemu rimskih komunikacija.
- Godisnjak ANUBIH. Centar za balkanoloska ispitivanja 25/
23, 63-174.

BOJANOVSKI, 1. 1988, Bosna i Hercegovina u antic¢ko doba. -
Djela ANUBiH. Centar za balkanoloska ispitivanja 66/6,
Sarajevo.

BOJANOVSKI, I. 1991, Sokol na Plivi. - Napredak. Hrvatski
narodni kalendar 1992, 287-294, Sarajevo.

BRATOZ, R. 1986, Razvoj organizacije zgodnjekricanske cer-
kve na ozemlju Jugoslavije od 3. do 6. stoletja. - Zgodovin-
ski ¢asopis 40/4, 363-395.

BRATOZ, R. 1987, Die Entwicklung der Kirchenorganisation
in den Westbalkanprovinzen (4. bis 6. Jahrhundert). - Mis-
cellanea Bulgarica 5, 149-196.

BULIC, F. and J. BERVALDI 1912-1913, Kronotaksa solinskih
biskupa i spljetskih nadbiskupa. - Zagreb.

BUTURAC, J. and A. IVANDIJA 1973, Povijest Katolicke Crk-
ve medu Hrvatima. - Zagreb.



238 Ivica PULJIC and Ante SKEGRO

CAMBI, N. 1976, Neki problemi starokr§¢anske arheologije
na isto¢noj jadranskoj obali. - In: IX kongres arheologa Jugoslavije
Zadar 1972, Materijali 12, 239-282.

CAMBI, N. 1985, Arhitektura Narone i njezina teritorija u kasnoj
antici. - Radovi Filozofskog fakulteta u Zadru. Razdio povi-
jesnih znanosti 11, 33-59.

CAMBI, N. 2001, Podrugje Sibenske biskupije u starokrséan-
sko doba. - In: Sedam stoljeca Sibenske biskupije. Zbornik
radova sa znanstvenog skupa Sibenska biskupija od 1298. do
1998. Sibenik, 22. do 26. rujna 1998, 9-23, Sibenik.

CAMBI, N. 2002, Antika. - Zagreb.

CAMBI, N. and U. PASINI 1980, Anticki izvori o Naroni i
Neretvi. - In: Dolina rijeke Neretve od prethistorije do ranog
srednjeg vijeka. Znanstveni skup Metkovi¢ 4-7. X 1977, 1zdan-
ja Hrvatskog arheolo§kog drustva 5, 279-293.

CAMBI, N., A. GAMULIN, S. TONKOVIC and I. TONKO-
VIC 1999, Starokrséanska bazilika u Zmijavcima. - Split,
Zmijavci.

CHEVALIER, P. 1995a, Salona 2. Ecclesiae Dalmatiae.
Larchitecture paléochrétienne de la province romaine de Dalmatie
(IVe-VII¢ s.) 1. Catalogue. - Collection de I’Ecole francaise
de Rome 194/2, Rome, Split.

CHEVALIER, P. 1995b, Salona 2. Ecclesiae Dalmatiae.
Larchitecture paléochrétienne de la province romaine de Dalmatie
(IVe-VII¢ s.) 2. Illustrations et conclusions. - Collection de
I'’Ecole francaise de Rome 194/2, Rome, Split.

CONS, H. 1882, La province romaine de Dalmatie. - Paris.

COROVIC, V. 1940, Historija Bosne. Prva knjiga. - Posebna izdanja
SANU 129, Beograd.

CACE, S. 1993, Civitates Dalmatiae u ”Kozmografiji” Anoni-
ma Ravenjanina. - Diadora 15, 347-440.

CREMOSNIK, 1. 1984, Mozaici i zidno slikarstvo rimskog doba
u Bosni i Hercegovini. - Sarajevo.

DRACEVAC, A. 1987, Ponovno osnivanje katolicke biskupije
u Stonu. - In: Zbornik radova u cast 650. obljetnice planske
izgradnje Stona i Malog Stona, 77-90, Ston,

DRACEVAC, A. 1988, Srednjovjekovna Stonsko-zahumska bi-
skupija. - In: Tisucu godina Trebinjske biskupije. 83-90, Sarajevo.

DRAGANOVIC, K. 1934, Katolicka Crkva u Bosni i Hercego-
vini nekad i danas. (Prilog uz istoimenu historijsko-statisticku
kartu). - Zagreb.

DRAGANOVIC, K. 1943a, Hrvatske biskupije (sadasnjost kroz
prizmu proSlosti). - Croatia sacra. Arhiv za crkvenu poviest
Hrvata 20-21, 78-130.

DRAGANOVIC, K. 1943b, Le diocesi croate. - In: Croazia sacra.
Un popolo lotta per i suoi ideali sul confine tra ['oriente e
l'occidente, 181-231, Roma.

EUBEL, C. 1913, Hierarchia catholica medii aevi sive summo-
rum pontificum, S. R. E. cardinalium, ecclesiarum antistitum
series ab anno 1198 usque ad annum 1431 perducta e docu-
mentis tabularii praesertim Vaticani collecta, digesta, edita
per Conradum EUBEL, s. theol. doct. ord. min. conv. defi-
nitorem generalem olim apostolicum apud S. Petrum de Urbe
poenitentiarium. Editio altera. Monasteriii MDCCCCXIII.
Sumptibus et typis librariae regensbergianae.

EVANS, A. J. 1883, Antiquarian Researches in Illyricum 1. -
Westminster.

FARLATI, D. 1753, Illyrici sacri tomus secundus. Ecclesia
Salonitana. A quarto saeculo aere christianae usque ad exi-
dium Salonae. Accessere Vita Diocletiani Imperatoris. - Acta
Sanctorum ex ejus genere, Marmora Salonitana,Venetiis.

FARLATI, D. 1800, Illyrici sacri tomus sextus. Ecclesia Ragu-
sina cum suffraganeis, et Ecclesia Rhiziniensis et Catharen-
sis. Farlato presbytero Societatis Jesu, et Jacobo Coleto olim
ejusdem societatis alumno. - Venetiis.

FISKOVIC, 1. 1980, O ranokri¢anskim spomenicima naroni-
tanskog podrucja. - In: Dolina rijeke Neretve od prethistorije
do ranog srednjeg vijeka. Znanstveni skup Metkovi¢ 4-7. X
1977, 1zdanja Hrvatskog arheoloSkog drustva 5, 213-256.

GAMS, P. B.1873, Series episcoporum ecclesiae catholicae, quotquot
innotuerunt a Beato Petro Apostolo. A multis adjutus edidit
p. Pius Bonifacius Gams O. S. B. - Ratisbonae.

GARASANIN, D. and M. GARASANIN 1967, Crna Gora u
doba Rimskog Carstva. - In: Istorija Crne Gore. Knjiga prva.
Od najstarijih vremena do kraja XII vijeka, 141-277, Titograd.

GARASANIN, D. and M. GARASANIN 1967a, Crna Gora u
osvit pisane istorije. In: Istorija Crne Gore. Knjiga prva. Od
najstarijih vremena do kraja XII vijeka. Titograd, 87-139.

GOLDSTEIN, 1. 1995, Hrvatski rani srednji vijek. - Zagreb.

GOLUZA, B. 1998, Povijest Crkve. - Mostar.

GUNIJACA, S. 1973, Ispravci i dopune starijoj hrvatskoj histo-
riji. Knjiga 1. Izvori (analiza i kritika). - Zagreb.

HASANDEDIC, H. 1990, Muslimanska bastina u istocnoj
Hercegovini. - Sarajevo.

HASANDEDIC, H. 1997, Sultan Selimova (Careva) dZamija
u Stocu. - Slovo gorcina 14/90-18/94.

Hercegovina 1985 = Hercegovina. Povijest. Kultura. Umjetnost.
Prirodne znamenitosti. Turizam. - Zagreb.

HOERNES, M. 1881, Alterthiimer der Hercegovina. - Sitzzungs-
berichte der Philosophisch-historischen Classe der Akademie
der Wissenschaften 97/4-6, 491-612.

IMAMOVIC, E. 1983, Poéeci kri¢anstva na tlu Bosne i Her-
cegovine u svjetlu pisanih izvora i arheolo§kih spomenika.
- Tribunia. Prilozi za istoriju, arheologiju, etnologiju, umjetn-
ost i kulturu 7, 37-58.

IVANISEVIC, M. 1993, Salonitanski biskupi. - Vjesnik za ar-
heologiju i historiju dalmatinsku 86, 223-252.

IVANISEVIC, M. 1994, Povijesni izvori. - In: - Salona christi-
ana, 105-195, Split.

JEDIN, H. 1995, Velika povijest Crkve. Drugi svezak. Crkva Carstva
poslije Konstantina Velikoga. - Zagreb.

JELENIC, J. 1990, Kultura i bosanski franjevci. 1 svezak. Foto-
tip izdanja iz 1912. - Sarajevo.

JELIC, L. 1898, Najstariji kartografski spomenik o rimskoj
pokrajini Dalmaciji. - Glasnik Zemaljskog muzeja u Bosni i
Hercegovini 10, 227-559.

KATIC, L. 1959, Povijest Splitske biskupije (negda Solinske).
- Prilog Sluzbenog vjesnika 8-12/59, 1-11, Split.

KIEPERT, H. 1893-1914, Formae orbis antiqui 17. - Berlin.

KLAIC, N. 1967, Historia salonitana maior. - Beograd.

KLAIC, V. 1882, Poviest Bosne do propasti kraljevstva. Napisao
Jju je po prvih izvorih V. Klaic¢. (Fototip izdanja iz 1882. godine).
- Sarajevo.

KLAIC, V. 1912, Episcopatus Ludrensis u Dalmaciji. - Vjesnik
Hrvatskog arheoloskog drusva 12, 314-315.

KLAIC, V. 1990, Poviest Bosne do propasti kraljevstva. Zagreb,
1882. - Sarajevo (reprint).

KOLARIC, J. 1993, Povijest kricanstva na nasem tlu prije do-
laska Hrvata. - Zagreb.

KOLARIC, J. 1998, Povijest kricanstva u Hrvata. - Zagreb.

KOSTRENCIC, M., J. STIPISIC, J. and M. SAMSALOVIC
1967, Codex diplomaticus Regni Croatiae, Dalmatiae et Sla-
voniae 1. - Zagrabiae.

KUNTIC-MAKVIC, B. 1998, Honorius Iunior, Salonitanae urbis
episcopus. Essai sur la Dalmatie de son temps. - In: Radovi
XIII. medunarodnog kongresa za starokrséansku arheolgiju
/ Acta XIII Congressus internationalis archaeologiae christi-
anae, Split - Pore¢ (25. 9. - 1. 10. 1994.) 2, Vjesnik za arhe-
ologiju i historiju dalmatinsku. Supl. 87-89 = Studi di anti-
chita christiana pubblicati a cura del Pontificio istituto di
archeologia cristiana 54, 997-1002, Split, Citta del Vaticano.

KUNTIC-MAKVIC, B. 2003, Podrugje rimskog Ilirika uo¢i dolaska
Hrvata. - In: Povijest Hrvata 1. Srednji vijek, 5-38 Zagreb.

KURTSCHEID, B. 1951, Historia iuris canonici. Historia insti-
tutorum ab ecclesiae fundatione usque ad Gratianum. Ad usum
scholarum. - Romae.

LUCII, 1. 1673, Inscriptiones Dalmaticae. Notae ad Memoriale
Pauli de Paulo. Notae ad Palladium Fuscum. Addenda, vel



The Diocese of Sarsenterensis 239

corrigenda in Opere de Regno Dalmatiae & Croatiae. Variae
Lectiones Chronici Vngarici manuscripti cum editis. - Venetiis.

LUPIS, V. B. 2000, Sakralna bastina Stona i okolice. - Ston.

LUPIS, V. B. 2001, Pregled povijesti Stonske biskupije od osnutka
do 1541. godine. - In: Tisucéu godina Dubrovacke (nad)biskupije.
Zbornik radova znanstvenoga skupa u povodu tisucu godina
uspostave dubrovacke (nad)biskupije / metropolije (998.-1998.),
197-217, Dubrovnik, Split.

MANDIC, D. 1957, Gdje je bilo sijelo biskupije sarsenteren-
sis? - Dobri pastir. Revija UdruZenja katolickih svecenika Bosne
i Hercegovine 8, 65-68.

MANDIC, D. 1959, Ponovno o sijelu biskupije sarsenterensis.
- Dobri pastir. Revija UdruZenja katolickih svecenika Bosne i
Hercegovine 9, 71-77.

MANDIC, D. 1963a, Gdje je bilo sijelo biskupije Sarsiteren-
sis? - In: Rasprave i prilozi iz stare hrvatske povijesti, 19-23,
Rim.

MANDIC, D. 1963b, Ponovno o sijelu biskupije Sarsiterensis?
- In: Rasprave i prilozi iz stare hrvatske povijesti, 24-31, Rim.

MANDIC STUDO, N. 1985, Gacko kroz vijekove. (Prilozi isto-
riji Gacka) 1. - Gacko.

MANSI, J. D. 1960, Sacrorum conciliorum nova et amplissima
collectio cujus Joannes Dominicus Mansi et post ipsius mor-
tem Florentinus et Venetianus editores ab anno 1758 ad an-
num 1798, priores triginta unum tomos eddiderunt nunc autem
continuata, et Deo favente absoluta, vol. 9, 10, (ed. secun-
da). - Graz.

MARIC, Z. 1977, Arheoloka istrazivanja akropole ilirskog grada
DAORS...a na gradini u OSani¢ima kod Stoca od 1967. do
1972. godine. - Glasnik Zemaljskog muzeja u Bosni i Herce-
govini 30-31, 5-50.

MARIC, Z. 1979, Archiologische Erforschung der Akropolis
der illyrischen Stadt Daors... auf dem Gradina in OSaniéi
bei Stolac. - Wissenschaftliche Mitteilungen des Bosnisch-
herzegovinischen Landesmuseums. Archdologie 6, 61-181.

MARIC, Z. 1985, Helenizam i helenisticka umjetnost u Her-
cegovini. - In: Sahranjivanje pokojnika sa aspekta ekonom-
skih i drustvenih kretanja u praistoriji i antici, Materijali 20,
47-53.

MARIC, Z. 1989, Daorsi i Narona (koreferat uz referat Nena-
da Cambija o Naroni). - In: Medunarodni simpozij "Bosna i
Hercegovina u tokovima istorijskih i kulturnih kretanja u
Jjugoistocnoj Evropi”, Sarajevo 6-7. oktobar 1989, 57-59, Sa-
rajevo.

MARIC, Z. 1995, Rezultati istrazivanja utvrdenog ilirskog grada
kod OSanica blizu Stoca (1890-1978). - Hercegovina. Godisnjak
za kulturno i povijesno naslijede 1(9), 43-93.

MARIC, Z. 1996, Rezultati istrazivanja utvrdenog ilirskog grada
kod OsSanic¢a blizu Stoca (1890-1978), II. dio. - Hercegovi-
na. Godisnjak za kulturno i povijesno naslijede 2(10), 7-33.

MARIJAN, B. 1989, Grobni nalazi iz Graca kod Neuma. - Glasnik
Zemaljskog muzeja u Bosni i Hercegovini 42-43, 35-39.

MAYER, A. 1940, Doprinos poznavanju rimskih cesta u Dal-
maciji. - Vjesnik za arheologiju i historiju dalmatinsku 51,
125-156.

MAYER, A. 1991, Bosna u ilirsko doba. - In: Povijest Bosne i
Hercegovine od najstarijih vremena do godine 1463. Knjiga
Prva. Trece izdanje, 102-120, Sarajevo.

MIGNE, J. P. 1848, Patrologiae cursus completus sive bibliothe-
ca universalis, integra, uniformis, commoda, oeconomica, omnium
ss. Patrum, doctorum scriptorumque ecclestiasticorum qui ab
aevo apostolico ad Inocentii Il tempora floruerunt. Tomus
LXIX: Magni Aurelii Cassiodori senatoris, viri patricii, consu-
lares, et vivarensis oblatis opera omnia. Praecedunt Vigilii papae,
Gildae Sapientis et Pelagii papae scripta universa. Accurante
Jacques Paul Migne. Tomus tertius. - Parisii.

MILETIC, N. 1962, Izvjestaj o zastitnom iskopavanju u Poto-
cima kod Mostara. - Glasnik Zemaljskog muzeja u Bosni i
Hercegovini 17, 153-157.

MILLER, K. 1916, Tabula Peuntigeriana. Itineraria romana. -
Stuttgart.

MOSIN, V. 1950, Ljetopis popa Dukljanina. Latinski tekst sa
hrvatskim prijevodom i "Hrvatska kronika”. - Zagreb.

MUZIC, 1. 2002, Hrvatska kronika 547.-1089., V. izdanje. - Split.

NOVAK, G. 1944, Proslost Dalmacije 1. Od najstarijih vremena
do Kandijskoga rata. - Zagreb.

OREC, P. 1982, Ranokr§¢anska dvojna crkva u Gracu kod Posusja.
- Glasnik Zemaljskog muzeja u Bosni i Hercegovini 37, 55-
85.

OREC, P. 1994, Prilog proucavanju starohrvatske Zupanije Imota
(Novi toponomasti¢ko-arheoloski nalazi). - Imotski zbornik
2, 71-88.

OREC, P. 1996, Povijesno-kulturno znacenje ranokr§¢anske crkve
u Gradcu kod Posusja. - Posuski zbornik 1, 128-140.

OSTOJIC, 1. 1963, Benediktinci u Hrvatskoj i ostalim nasim
krajevima 1. Opci povijesno-kulturni osvrt. - Split.

PARTHEY, G. and M. PINDER 1848, Itinerarium Antonini Augusti
et Hierosolymitanum. - Berlin.

PASALIC, E. 1960, Anticka naselja i komunikacije u Bosni i
Hercegovini. - Sarajevo.

PASKVALIN, V. 1998, Ostaci starokricanske bazilike na Crkvi-
ni (Grudine) u Bugojnu s osvrtom na MVN(isipium) BIST(ue)
ili BISTVES, sjediste bistuenske biskupije i biskupa Andrije.
- In: Radovi XIII. medunarodnog kongresa za starokrséansku
arheolgiju (Acta XIII Congressus internationalis archaeologi-
ae christianae) Split - Pore¢ (25. 9. - 1. 10. 1994.) 3, Vjesnik
za arheologiju i historiju dalmatinsku. Supl. 87-89 = Studi di
antichita christiana pubblicati a cura del Pontificio istituto
di archeologia cristiana 54, 549-619, Split, Citta del Vaticano.

PASKVALIN, V. 1999, Podru¢je Mostara u anti¢kom i kasno-
antickom dobu do dolaska Hrvata. - Hercegovina. Godisnjak
za kulturno i povijesno naslijede 4-5(12-13), 47-82.

PASKVALIN, V. 2003, Krsc¢anstvo kasne antike u zaledu Salo-
ne i Narone. ArheoloSka istrazivanja kasnoantickog krséanst-
va u Bosni i Hercegovini. - Sarajevo.

PATSCH, C. 1904a, Archidologisch-epigraphische Untersuchungen
zur Geschichte der rémischen Provinz Dalmatien. VI. Teil.
- Wissenschaftliche Mittheilungen aus Bosnien und der Her-
zegovina 9, 171-301.

PATSCH, K. 1904b, Arheolosko epigrafsko istraZivanje o pov-
jesti rimske pokrajine Dalmacije. - Glasnik Zemaljskog muzeja
u Bosni i Hercegovini 16, 33-60.

POPOVIC, M. 1973, Manastir sv. Petra de Campo kod Trebin-
ja. - Glasnik Zemaljskog muzeja u Bosni i Hercegovini 27/28,
(1972-1973), 313-346.

PORFIROGENET, K. 2003, O upravijanju Carstvom. - Zagreb.

PULJIC, 1. 1994, Kroz nasu proslost. - In: Hutovo: Dobri Do,
Glimina, Mramor, Prapratnica, Previs, Tuhinje, Vjetrenik,
Zelenikovci, 117-283, Mostar, (priredio Ivica Pulji¢).

PULJIC, 1. 1995, Neum - povijesna domovina Hrvata. - In: Neum:
zemlja i zavicaj Hrvata, Humski zbornik 1, 11-117, Neum.

PULJIC, 1. 1996, Crkvene prilike u srednjovjekovnoj Humskoj
zemlji. - In: Zbornik znanstvenog simpozija: Povijest hrvatskog
Pocitelja odrzanog 16. i 17, veljace 1996. god. u Capljini, Humski
zbornik 2, 88-150, Capljina, Zagreb.

PULJIC, 1. 1997, Je li u Stocu bila biskupija? - Crkva na kame-
nu 12, 13.

PULJIC, 1. 1999, Stolac - sjediste kasnoanti¢ke biskupije sar-
senterensis. - In: Stolac u povijesti i kulturi Hrvata, Humski
zbornik 4, 93-116, Zagreb, Stolac.

PULIJIC, I. 2006., Traganje za kasnoanti¢kom biskupijom sar-
senterensis. - Stolacko kulturno proljece 4, 33-54.

RACKI, F. 1894, Thomas Archidiaconus: Historia salonitana.
Scriptores, vol. 3. - Zagrabiae.

RADIMSKY, V. 1892, Arheoloske crtice. - Glasnik Zemaljskog
muzeja u Bosni i Hercegovini 4, 221-230.

RADIMSKY, V. 1894, Starine kotara Zupanjackog u Bosni. -
Glasnik Zemaljskog muzeja u Bosni i Hercegovini 6, 283-319.



240 Ivica PULJIC and Ante SKEGRO

Ravennatis Anonymi Cosmographia (ed. M. Pinder and G. Parthey).
- Berlin 1860.

RIBAREVIC NIKOLIC, 1. 1998, Genesis and formation of a
complex type of church using early christian churches in
Hercegovina ax examples. In: Radovi XIII. medunarodnog
kongresa za starokrséansku arheolgiju (Acta XIII Congressus
internationalis archaeologiae christianae) Split - Pore¢ (25.
9.- 1 10. 1994.) 3, Vjesnik za arheologiju i historiju dalma-
tinsku. Supl. 87-89 = Studi di antichita christiana pubblica-
ti a cura del Pontificio istituto di archeologia cristiana 54,
693-714, Split, Citta del Vaticano.

RUPCIC, B. 1957, Povodom ¢lanka dra N. M-a - Gdje je bilo
sijelo biskupije Sarsiterensis? - Dobri pastir. Revija Udruzenja
katolickih svecenika Bosne i Hercegovine 8, 69-84.

RUPCIC, B. 1959, Odgovor na odgovor dra N. M-a o sijelu
biskupije Sarsiterensis. - Dobri pastir. Revija Udruzenja ka-
tolickih svecenika Bosne i Hercegovine 9, 78-87.

SCHALLMAYER, E. 1990, Der rémischen Weihebezirk von Oster-
burken 1. Corpus der griechischen und lateinischen Beneficia-
rier-Inschrifien des Romischen Reiches. - Forschungen und Berichte
zur Vor- und Frithgeschichte in Baden-Wiirttemberg 40.

Sematizam 1975, Opéi Sematizam Katolicke Crkve u Jugoslaviji,
Cerkve v Jugoslaviji. - Zagreb.

SERGEJEVSKI, D. 1938, I. Rimski spomenici iz Bosne, II.
Rimski natpisi iz Bosne. - In: Spomenik 88. Srpska kraljev-
ska akademija. Drugi razred 69, Beograd.

SERGEJEVSKI, D. 1962, Rimska cesta Narona - Leusinium.
(Prethodno istrazivanje). - Glasnik Zemaljskog muzeja u Bosni
i Hercegovini 17, 111-113.

SERGEJEVSKI, D., 1935, Iz rimske arheologije. - Glasnik
Zemaljskog muzeja u Bosni i Hercegovini 47, 17-22.

SANIJEK, F. 1991, Kricanstvo na hrvatskom prostoru. Pregled
religiozne povijesti Hrvata (7-20. st.). - Zagreb.

SANIJEK, F. 1996, Krs¢anstvo na hrvatskom prostoru. Pregled
religiozne povijesti Hrvata (7.-20. st.). - Zagreb.

SANJEK, F. 1997, Crkva i kr§éanstvo. - In: Hrvatska i Europa.
Kultura, znanost i umjetnost 1. Srednji vijek (VII-XII. stolje-
¢e) rano doba hrvatske kulture, 217-236, Zagreb.

SASEL, A. et J. 1986, Inscriptiones latinae quae in Iugoslavia
inter annos MCMII et MCMXL repertae et editae sunt. - Si-
tula 25.

SIMUNOVIC, P 1986, Istocnojadranska toponimija. - Split.

SISIC, F. 1914, Prirucnik izvora hrvatske historije. Dio I. Cest 1.
(do god. 1107). Uvod, natpisi i isprave. - Zagreb.

SISIC, F. 1928, Letopis popa Dukljanina. - Beograd, Zagreb.

SISIC, F. 1990, Povijest Hrvata u vrijeme narodnih vladara. Pretisak
izdanja iz 1925. - Zagreb.

SKEGRO, A. 2000, Duvanjski prostori u antici. - In: Duvanj-
ski zbornik. Zbornik radova s medunarodnoga znanstvenog
skupa "Duvanjski kraj kroz povijest”, Tomislavgrad, 6-7. srp-
nja 2000, 79-113, Zagreb, Tomislavgrad.

SKEGRO, A. 2001, Kri¢anstvo na stolackom podrucju do
osmanlijske okupacije. - Motrista. Matica hrvatska Mostar,
Prosinac, 2001., 72-78.

SKEGRO, A. 2002a, Kricanstvo na stolackom podruéju do
osmanlijske okupacije. - In: Stolac mjesto spora umjesto raz-
govora. Radovi s Okruglog stola Stolac, 5. listopada 2001. Dodatak
Prilog dijalogu izmedu krséanstva i islama, 11-25, Stolac.

SKEGRO, A. 2002b, Na rubu opstanka. Duvanjska biskupija
od utemeljenja do ukljucenja u bosanski apostolski vikarijat.
- Zagreb.

SKEGRO, A. 2003, Rimski spomenici iz Bosne i Hercegovi-
ne. - Vjesnik Arheoloskog muzeja u Zagrebu 36, 135-164.
SKOK, P. 1922, Prilozi ispitivanju hrvatskih imena mjesta. -

Nastavni vjesnik 30, 129-133.

SKOK, P. 1972, Etimologijski rjecnik hrvatskoga ili srpskoga
Jjezika. Knjiga druga. - Zagreb.

SKOK, P. 1973, Etimologijski riecnik hrvatskoga ili srpskoga
jezika. Knjiga treca. - Zagreb.

TOMASCHEK, W. 1880, Die vor-slawische Topographie der
Bosna, Herzegowina, Crna-gora und der angrenzenden Gebiete.
- Mittheilungen der Geographischen Gesellschaft in Wien 11,
497-528, 567.

TRUHELKA, C. 1892, Prilozi rimskoj arheologiji Bosne i
Hercegovine. - Glasnik Zemaljskog muzeja u Bosni i Herce-
govini 4, 340-365.

TRUHELKA, C. 1931, Starokricanska arheologija. - Zagreb.

UJEVIC, A. 1991, Imotska krajina. Drugo prosireno izdanje. -
Imotski.

VANINO, M. 1998, Prve pojave kr§canstva u Bosni. - In: Po-
vijest Bosne i Hercegovine od najstarijih vremena do godine
1463. Knjiga prva. Trece izdanje, 138-158, Sarajevo.

VASILJ, S. 1993, Od rimskog osvajanja do bana Kulina. - In:
Katolicanstvo u Bosni i Hercegovini, 5-36, Sarajevo.

VEGO, M. 1957, Naselja bosanske srednjevjekovne drzZave. - Sarajevo.

VIDOVIC, M. 1996, Povijest Crkve u Hrvata. - Split.

VUCIC, J. 2005, Ecclesia Naronitana / Prostor i granice. -
Vjesnik za arheologiju i historiju dalmatinsku 96, 159-170.

VULIC, N. 1923, Sarsiteron. - In: Paulys Real-Encyclopddie der
classischen Altertumswissenschaft. Neue Bearbeitung. Zweite
Reihe R-Z. Zweiter Band, 51, Stuttgart.

ZANINOVIC, M. 1987, Ston u prethistoriji i antici. - In: Zbor-
nik radova u cast 650. obljetnice izgradnje Stona i Malog Stona,
7-24, Ston.

Sarsenterska Skofija

Omembo sarsenterske §kofije najdemo v aktih druge salo-
nitanske sinode, ki je potekala pod vodstvom salonitanskega
nadSkofa Honorija I1. (528-547) leta 533 v Saloni. Na tej sino-
di so bile ustanovljene nove $kofije v Sarsenteru, Mukuru in
Ludru (in Sarsentero, Muccuro et Ludro) in posveceni njihovi
§kofi. Iz aktov te sinode je razvidno, da so bile sarsenterski
skofiji dodeljene bazilike s podro¢ij municipijev Delontina in
Stantina, "Nouense (Neuense) per Rusticiarum”, Potuatika in
Beuzavatika oz. Benzavatika ter nekaterih drugih (Sarsente-
rensis episcopus basilicas, quae in monicipiis Dellontino, Stanti-

Povzetek

no, Nouense (Neuense) per Rusticiarum, Potuatico et Beuzavati-
co (Benzavatico) et supra constitutae sunt). Ker za Sarsenter
(Sarsenterum, Sarsiteron) ni epigrafskih dokazov, se lahko pri
iskanju lokacije skofije in mest oz. podrocij pod pristojnostjo
njenega Skofa naslanjamo le na itinerarije in geografske vire
ter rezultate arheoloSkih raziskav. S to §kofijo se je ukvarjala
ze vrsta avtorjev, od katerih sta bila prva I. Luci¢ (1604-1679)
in D. Farlati (1690-1773). Razen D. Mandica (1889-1973), B.
Rupcica (1920-1984) in I. Pulji¢a so jo le mimogrede omenili
v okviru drugih vprasanj poznoanti¢ne oz. zgodnjesrednjeveske
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zgodovine. Trditve o njej so pogosto postavljali ne ozirajo¢ se
na norme, ki so veljale v obdobju zgodnjega krs¢anstva, pogos-
to celo v nasprotju s pravili o izogibanju prekrivanju pristoj-
nosti sosednjih $kofij. Pri sooCanju z zapletenim problemom
iskanja srediSca sarsenterske §kofije in njenega ozemlja je veCina
avtorjev uporabljala trditve o tej skofiji, ki so jih postavili W.
Tomaschek (1841-1901), F. Buli¢ (1846-1934) in F. Sisi¢ (1869-
1940). Naslanjajo¢ se bolj na njihovo avtoriteto kot na lastno
presojo so pogosto prisli do zelo nenavadnih resitev. Nekateri
so srediSce sarsenterske §kofije iskali v Arzanu (Imotski), nje-
no ozemlje videli od Stolca v vzhodni, do BuSkega blata in
Suice v severozahodni Hercegovini, obenem pa pripisovali
Duvanjsko polje mukurski §kofiji. Drugi so iskali Sarsenter na
podrocju Konjica, Mostarja oz. Stolca, obenem pa pripisovali
Sir§e podrocje spodnjega toka Neretve naronitanski §kofiji. Tretji
so iskali srediSCe sarsenterske $kofije v veCjih zgodnjekrs§can-
skih stavbah najdi§¢ v Hercegovini.

“Historia Salonitana Maior” prica, da je bila na drugi salo-
nitanski sinodi 533 ustanovljena tudi sarsenterska $kofija. Za
Skofa je bil posvecen duhovnik Pavlin. Vanjo so bile vklju¢ene
bazilike, kakor je zapisano v nekaterih prepisih tega spisa: in
monicipiis Dellontino, Stantino, Nouense (Neuense) per Rustici-
arum pecuatico, et Beuzavatico supra constituto. Ta prepis do-
pusca interpretacijo, da je podro¢je Narensov (Narensae) z
Debarskega polja jugovzhodno od Stolca mogoce identificira-
ti z Novensami (Nouense per Rusticiarum), da se Pekuatik
(Pecuaticum) lahko enaci z Nevesinjskim poljem ter da lahko
podrocje Beuzavatika oz. Benzavatika (Beuzavaticum - Benza-
yaticum) i§¢emo na vzhodnohercegovskem prostoru. Ce upos-
tevamo anti¢no cerkveno prakso, da se S§kofije lahko ustanav-
ljajo samo na mestih, ki so vredna §kofovskega dostojanstva,
pridemo do ugotovitve, da moramo sredi§ce sarsenterske Sko-
fije - Sarsenterum (Sarsiteron) iskati v ostankih anti¢ne urba-
ne naselbine v Stolcu. Ta naselbina s svojo velikostjo in pome-
nom prevladuje med ostalimi anti¢nimi naselbinami na SirSem
obmocju spodnje Neretve, z izjemo Narone. Rast urbane na-
selbine v Stolcu in njen pomen za Sir§o okolico sta pogojena
s posebnim statusom, s katerim je Rim nagradil Daorse (Da-
orsei) kot svoje zaveznike v vojnah z Iliri, ter z njegovo central-
no pozicijo v tej specifi¢ni in od okolice druga¢ni miniregiji.
Poleg tega je bila komunikacija med Stantinom in Delontinom

ter Stolcem geografsko ugodnejSa in bolj naravna kot z Naro-
no in drugimi tedanjimi Skofijskimi sredisci, Cesar dosedanji
raziskovalci niso upoS§tevali. Kr§¢anstvo se je v Stolcu zakore-
ninilo §e v predkonstantinski dobi. Ce lahko sodimo po ostan-
kih sakralnih objektov s §irSega obmocje Stolca, se je krs¢anst-
vo na tem obmocju do ¢asa pozne antike resni¢no razcvetelo,
kar je bilo obenem predpogoj za osnovanje nove $kofije. Na
§irSem obmocju spodnjega toka Neretve, z izjemo Narone, ima
samo anti¢na naselbina v Stolcu znacilnosti urbane naselbine.
Glede na to je smiselno povezovati prav to naselbino s sre-
dis¢em sarsenterske Skofije. Ostanki te naselbine tudi niso v
nasprotju z normami, ki so v pozni antiki veljale za ustanav-
ljanje Skofijskih sredis¢. Tako kot Narona je tudi anti¢na na-
selbina v Stolcu s svojim pomenom lahko prispevala k §kofij-
skemu dostojanstvu. Glede na to je nesmiselno v Stolac loci-
rati Diluntum in potem iskati ve¢jo naselbino, v katero bi lah-
ko postavili sredisce sarsenterske Skofije. S tako razporeditvi-
jo mest, vklju¢enih v to skofijo, dobimo naravno celovito in
zgodovinsko upravi¢eno ozemlje. Sarsenterska Skofija se ni konc¢ala
v burnem casu selitev barbarskih ljudstev, temveC se je njen
skof zatekel v svojo bolje zavarovano Zupnijo Ston (Stantino iz
leta 533). Prav zato splitski sinodi iz let 925 in 928 ne zani-
kata pravice do obstoja Stonski §kofiji. Sarsenterska Skofija s
selitvijo njenega §kofa v Ston (Stantino) postane stonska oz.
zahumska skofija, ime pa dobi po kneZevini, v kateri se je nahajala.
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