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To Mr: ®2%%%

DEAR SIR,

if Embrace the earlieft opportunity of per-
forming the promife I made you on my
quitting England ; and fhould the contents of
the accompanying fheets, collected chiefly from
perfonal obfervation, aided by the beft local in-
quiries, acquit me, in your mind, of a breach
of that promife, 1 fhall feel myfelf more than
happy :--~-They had been more ample, but that
T was impatient to pay a debt of gratitude that
would not brook the lofs of an opportunity ;
confequently you will find the conclufion rather
abrupt; but by the next fhip T fhall, I truft,
make amends, having nearly tranfcribed fome
letters from my friend, Mr. Wentworth, con-
taining a pleafant narrative of the rife and pro-
grefs of the fettlement at Norfolk Ifland ; to-
gether with fome farther particulars relative to,

Sir,
Your moft obedient,
And obliged,
Humble Servant,

G. BarrincToON.
Paramatia, November 1793
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A
VOYAGE
TO

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CuH2A P

Am ordered Sor embarkation—Vifited by my friends—
Receive many  prefents—Efcorted from Newgate to
Blackfriars-Bridge by the city gnard, and put on board
a lighter—Proceed down the river—sn accident along=
Jide the fhip—Receive great indulgence on board,
through the interference of a friend—Situation of the
conviéls on board—The fbip drops down to Gravefend.
~—The captain comes on board—Proceed to the Downs,
and from thence to the Mother Bank—7oin feveral
tranfports for the fame destination—The agent for
tranfports comes on board— Makes the fignal for [ail-
ing==Get under weigh, and run through the Needles—
Lofe fight of land—d4 violent gale,

T was with unfpeakable fatisfaction that I received 2
fummons to be ready early the next morning for my
embarkation, agreeably to my fentence. I inftantly made
the moft of my time, and, by the affiftance of a friend,
procured a few pounds’ worth of neceflaries for my voy-
age; government allowance being extremely flender, ef-

B pecially
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pecially for one like me, who had hitherto been accuftom-
ed to moft of the luxuries of the table. The news of
my fpeedy departure brought feveral of my acquaintance
to bid me adieu, and, with gratitude, I recollect that not
one of them came empty handed; for, before the time of
locking-up, I had fuch a colleftion of ventures, that I
doubted whether I fhould be permitted to take them all
onboard: had each of my fhipmates been as well ftocked,
it would have needed a fhip on purpofe.

About a quarter before five a general mufter took place ;
and, having bid farewel to my fellow prifoners, we were
efcorted from the prifon to ' Blackfriars-bridge by the city
guard, where two lighters were waiting to receive us.
“This proceffion, though early, and but few fpedtators,
made a deep impreflion on my mind; and the ignominy of
being thus mingled with felons of all deferiptions, many
{carce a degree above the brute creation, intoxicated with
liquor; and fhocking the cars of thofe they paffed with
blafphemy, oaths, and fongs, the moft offenfive to modef-
ty, inflifted a punifhment more fevere than the fentence
of my country, and fully avenzed that fociety I had fo
much wronged.

Abforbed in the moft humiliating meditation, the ob-
je&ts we pafled going down the river were totally unno-
ticed by me ; nor was I rouzed from my lethargy till I re-
ceived a violent hlow on the head, which I took at firfk
for a ftroke with aftick, but on looking around me found
we were alongfide the thip, and that the injury I bad fuf-
tained proceeded from the boatfwain, who, ftanding on the.
gangway, -had thrown a fmall coil of rope for fome one

onboard the lighter to take hold of,, to bring us alonrrﬁde,
and

6
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and which unluckily came in contaét with my head;
this circumftance occafioned a laugh at my expence’: but
as 1 have always found that chagrin and ill-humour en-
creafes the mortification, I ftified my real fenfations, and
feemed to join in the mirth. Inmy turn I afcended the
thip’s fide, and, to my great fatisfaction, the firft perfon
I caft my eyes on was my particular friend, whofe gene-
rous exertions not only procured me ftowage for my
packages, but alfo the liberty of walking the deck, unen-
cumbered by thofe galling and ignominious chains which
my paft conduét had configned me to, Not content
with thefe fervices, he prevailed on the boatfwain to admit
me into his mefs, which was compofed of the fecond mate,
carpenter, and gunner, who cheerfully acquiefced, on re-
ceiving my proportion towards defraying the extra re«
quifites for the mefs during the voyage, My benefaélor,
having rendered my fituation thus comfortable, bade me
farewel, and left me : my heart {welling with gratitude,
was too full, and interdiCted all verbal acknowledgments ;
but the remembrance is too ftrongly engraven thereon for
the moft diftant time to effet the flighteft eradication.

My fellow prifoners, to the amount of upwards of two
hundred, were all ordered into the hold, which was ren-
dered as convenient as circumftances would admit, battens
being fixed fore and aft for hammocks, which were hung
feventeen inches apart from each other : but being encum-
bered with their irons, together with the want of frefh air,
foon rendered their fituation truly deplorable. Toalleviate
their condition as much as was confiftent with the fafety
of the thip, they were permitted to walk the deck in turn,
ten at a time: the women, of whom we had fix, had a
inug birth made for them, and were kept by themfelves.

Bo My
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My meflmate, the boat{wain, had provided me with a
neat flung hammock, and gave me a birth next his own 3
at the fame time addrefling fome of his fhipmates who
were prefent, with, « Lookee, my hearts, as I know you
¢ are all above diftreffing a gentleman under misfor-
¢ tunes, I’'m furg you will confent to his having this here
& birth; but if fo be as how any of you don't like it,
« why, you may have mine—It isn’t the firft time I have
& prick’d for the fofteft plank »  Whether from the ora-
tory of mynew friend, or the infinuating appearance of a
large can of flip, produced from an ample liquor-cale,
which promifed a fuccefion of the fame arguinents, the
iron mufcles of his auditors were foftened down to a fig-
nificant {mile, and wpiverfal nod of affent. The fettling
of this important bufineis afforded me great fatisiaction,
as it not only aflured me a comforiable birth for my ham-
mock, but:a place allo for my little property, which I
could have immediately under my eye,

We lay about a week at Long-Reach, when we dropt
down to Giavefend : here the captain came on board, and
fome foldiers of the New South Wales corps; we got
under weigh the ncxt morning, and proceeded to the
Downs, it blowing ftrong to the weftward, we came to
an anchor, - 'The wind veering zbout, at day-break we
were again under fail, and arrived at the Mother-Bank,
where lay feveral other tranfports for the {ame deftination,

It was about ten days before we were ready to fail from
hence, the interyal being employed in getting frefh ftock,
and replenifhing our water. -On the report of our being
ready for fea bemg made to the admiral, a lieutcnant of
the navy came on board, as agent of tranfports, and im-

mediately
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mediately made the fignal for the mafters of the other
fhips to come on board, to whom he delivered their fail-
ing inftructions ; and on the following morning made the
fignal to weigh: by a quarter paft nine we were under
an eafy fail ; and it blowing a fiff eafterly breeze, we ran
through the Needles : it was delightful weather, and the
profpedt on each hand muft have afforded the moft agree-
able fenfations to every beholder, and is, perhaps, as rich
and luxuriant as is any where to be met with; but, alas!
it only brought a frelh pang to the bofom of one whoin
all probability was bidding it adieu for ever.

The weather continuing moderate, and the wind fair,
we imperceptibly glid down the Channel, and had loft
fightof Old England before | turned out the next morn-
ing. My frequent trips from Ireland to England had, in
fome meafure, inured me to falt water, nor did I want my
fea-legs in a moll violent gale, which took place the third
day after we loft fight of the land, and which for near ten
hours baffled the fkill of all hands :- two men were blown
from the main-top-fail yard, and the fail fplit to ribbands ;
all our endeavours to fave the men proved ineffeftual.
Soon after our fore-top maft went over the fide,and car-
ried four men and two boys with it; but they were pro-
videntially taken up, having kept faft to the wreck. By
the indefatigable exertions of the feamen, the remainder
of the fails were handed, and the fhip greatly eafed, car=
rying only a ftorm-ftayfail ; the fea running very high
and irregular, rendered it very uncomfortable; and not
being capable of any fervice upon deck, I retired to my
hammock, where [ buried all thoughts of the contentious
ocean in a found fleep, from which I was awaked by the
fhrill whiftle of my meflmate, piping all hands to break-

faft;
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faft ; the cheering found of « fteady® from the helmfman,
faluting my ears, and the quictnefs of the fhip 2fured me
the gale was paft, Having buddled on my cloaths, [
found, on my afcending the deck, the ftorm had fubfided,
the wind perfedly fair, and the fhip jozging on under an
cafy fail, at the rate of about feven miles an hour,

i

A s B e o

Confpiracy of the convifis—daring "attempt to feize the
Soip—The mutiny quelled—Gain the captain's friend-
SPip and confidence by my bebavisur during the muti-
ny—Arrive at Teneviffe— Defeription of the town and
barbour of Santa Cruz—Indulged with permiffion to
go on fhore—Vifit Oratava, a town in the vicinity of
the Peak—dccount of the country furrounding that
meuntain— Return to the fhip.

HI8 danger was fucceeded by one that had nearly

proved much more fatal: the captain, with great
huenanity, had releafed many of the convicts who had
been in a weakly flate from their irons; and, as 1 have
before obferved, they were allowed alternately, ten at a
time, to walk upon deck. Two of them, Americans,
who had fome knowledge of navigation, prevailed upon
the majority of their comrades to attempt feizing the
fhip, imprefling them with the idea that it would be ea-
fily effected, and that they would carry her to America,

whete every man would not only attain his liberty, but
receive
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receive a trad of land from Congrefs, befides-a fhare of
the money arifing from the fale of the fhip and cargo.

Thefe arguments had the defired effedt, and it was de-
termined the firft opportunity that a part of thofe on the
deck fhould, while the officers were at dinner, force the
arm-chefl, which was kept on the quarter-deck, at the
fame time make a fignal to two of them, who fhould be
keeping the centinels in difcourfe, to attack them, get pof-
feffion of their arms, and pafs the word for thofe below
to rufh upon deck.

This confpiracy was condu@ed with the greateft fe-
¢crecy, and put in execution with -cqual {pirit and auda-
city. A favourable opportunity prefenting itfelf, the cap-
tain and moft of the officers being below, examining the
ftowage of fome wine, a cafk having leaked out in the
{pirit room, I was the only perfon on the deck excepting
the man at the helm ; hearing a fcuffle on the main-deck,
I was going forward, but was flopped by oneof the Ame-
ricans, followed by another convi&, who made a ftroke
at me with a {word he had wrelted from one of the een-
tinels, which was put afide by a piftol which the other
had juft fnapped at me; I fnatched up a handipike lucki-
ly in my reach, and brought the foremoft to the ground:
the man at the helm had quitted the wheel, and called up
the captain. I {lill kept my fituation, guarding the pafs
fage of the quarter-deck, my antagonifts having retreat-
ed a few paces, but being joined by many others, were
ruthing on me, when the difcharge of a blunderbufs from
behind me among them wounding feveral, they retreated,
and T was immediately joined by the captain 2nd the reft
of the officers, who, in a few minutes, drove them all

inte
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into the hold. An attempt of this kind required the
moft exemplary punithment; accordingly two of the
ringleaders were inftantly hung at the yard-arm, and fe-
veral others feverely flogged at the gangway.

As foon as the confpirators were re-ironed, and the
tranquillity of the thip reftored, the captain paid me many
handfome compliments, in having, as he was pleafed to
fay, faved the fhip, and aflured me that when we arrived
at the Cape he fhould, on the part of his owners, think
it his duty to reward the fervice I had, by my courage
and prefence of mind, rendered them; atthe fame time
he gave his fteward orders to fupply me with any thing
I might have occafion for from his ftore-room during the
voyage.

I foon experienced the good effells of my late beha-
viour, as feldom a day paffed but fome frefh meat or poul-
try was fent me by the captain, which confiderably raifed
me in the eftimation of my meflmates, who were no
ways difpleafed at the fubftitution of a fea pic made of
fow! or frefh meat, to a difh of Lobfcoufe, or a picce of
falt junk.

With a fettled north-wefterly breeze we gradually
proceeded to the fouthward, at the rate of between eighty
and one hundred miles in twenty-four hours: we foon
reached the ifland of Teneriffe, and came to an anchor
in the bay of Santa Cruz, which is defended by feveral
batteries of three or four guns each, at certain diftances
from each other, round the bay, and clofe to the water’s
edge; their principal fort is near to the landing-place,
and mounts a nomber’ of beavy cannon; it is a firong

: work,



i85}
work, but _there being a good depth of wafgr clofe in
fhore, it could not fuftain the attack of two fhips of the

line, though the whole of the hatteries mount more than
one hundred pieces of cannon.

The town of Santa Cruz is very irregularly built, the
principa! ftreet being fo broad, that it looks more like a
fquare than a ftreet: the houfe of the governor, whichis
at_ the upper end, is a very indifferent looking building,
and has more the appearance of an Auberge than the
palace of a Spanifh grandee ; at the other end is a fquare
monument, commemorating the appearance of Our Lady
to the Guanches, the Aborigines of the ifland. The
outikirts appear like a deferted village rather than a place
of trade, many of the houfes being either half built, or
fallen to decay from fome caufe or other ; and the flone
walls, which were their principal fences, are broken down
and in ruins,

Some of the officers having obtained leave from the
agent of traniports to vifit the town of Oratava, a few
miles from Santa Cruz, we having completed our water
and frefh ftock, and waiting for the other tranfports who
had not been fo alert; on my exprefling a defire to fee'
the town, I was permitted to be of the party. . The ¢oun-
try is exceedingly beautiful and fertile, notwithftanding
the frequent convulfions of the neighbouring volcanos .
we arrived at Oratava about noon, and by figns, for none
of us were mafters of the language, we got a few eggs,
and plenty of fmall wine. We had fcarcely taken our
feats, when we were relieved {rom the inconvenience at-
tending our not being acquainted with the language, by
the arrival of an old Spanith foldier, who had been {ome

C time
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time a_prifoner in England, and fpoke our tongue tole-
rably well: we informed him we had come from Santa
Cruz to take a nearer view of the Peak, and, if time
would admit, to afcend it. He faid it was impoflible at
this time of the year, as no guides would undertake to
accompany us, and that feveral of the goatherds who had
ventured after their goats, had perifhed from the intenfe-
nefls of the cold, but that he would take us as far as was
prudent for us to venture, We thanked him for the of-
fer, and accordingly walked about a league from the
town into the plain, which extends to the bafe of the
Peak, and had a full view of this ftupendous mountain.
Tmmenle quantities of Java, and huge fragments of rocks,
evidently vomitted from the crater of the volcano, cover-
ed the plains, and nearly reached the town: we gathered
fome [mall pieces which had been fparred off, and found
them impregnated with inflammable matter, and as hard
as flint. I meafured one -of the pieces of rock with
fome twine I had about me, and afterwards found it was
near feventy feet in circumference. Qur time being
fhort, and the weather intenfely cold, we returned to
Oratava, and got fome fult fifh, with a_few hard eggs for
fupper, to which our old foldier invited himfelf, but am-
ply repaid us for his intrufion by a lively and humourous
defcription of the fquabbles of his neighbours, the kna-
very praétifed by the mountaineers on the curious and
exploring ftranger; his own heroifm againft the Moors,
and at the fiege of Gibraltar, where he was taken pri-
foner, with bis amours while in England: the intervals
were fupplied by feveral fongs from a company of mule-
teers, who, by their extreme vociferation intirely difcom~
pofed the ferenity of our loquacious gueft, and, but for
sy mediation, would have produced 2 ferious quairel be-
; tween
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tween them, Our leave of abfence from the fhip ex-
tending till fun-fet the fucceeding day, we enquired of
our interpreter if we could be provided with beds; he
gave us to underftand that a bed was an article of luxury
little known to the generality of the Oratavians, but he
would get us mats to fleep on, which we were fain to be
contented with; and infpite of the indefatigable labour of
myriads of  every fpecies of vermin, I enjoyed as profound
a fleep as though I had refted on a bed of down. A lit-
tle before funrife we were waked by the veteran, who had
come to partake of our breakfaft, and {hew us the town.
Not having ftripped, we foon made our appearance at
the table, where he had provided half a dozen fmall
loaves, fome baccalo, and a quantity of dried grapes;
he had alfo boiled a large iron kettle of coffee, but there
being no fugar or milk at hand, we were glad to fub-
ftitute fome flafks of Teneriffe for our beverage.

Oratava is fituated on the declivity of a rugged hill,
gradually floping to the fea, and commands a fine view of
the bay, which, from the number of thoals, will only ad-
mit thips of a {mall draught of water, and here merchant-
men of this defcription generally anchor, as~wine, fruits,
and vegetables, are procured at Oratava much cheaper
than at Santa Cruz. It is certainly the moft fertile fide
of the ifland, and, in a great meafure, fupplies all the reft,
Nothing can be more charming or romantically fituated
than this delightful fpot: the houfes are low, but remark-
ably neat, and of white ftone. On one fide the ftreet
runs a pleafant rivulet from a copious {pring of the clear~
eft and {weetet water, which, in its progrefs over a rugged
pavcmeht, murmuis moft agreeably along. Hills rifing
above hills, crowned with woods of the moft luxuriant

Ca foilage,
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foilage, and beautifully canopied with variegated clouds ;
and the {tupendous Peak, towering its majeftic head aboye
the whole, forms a profpect moft fublimely interefting.

The furrounding valleys, adorned with vineyards, and
watered by innumerable ftreams, forming natural caf-
cades, complete the piGture.

At noon we began to think of returning to the fhip;
and taking leave of Don Galparo, the old feldier, we
reached Santa Cruz by funfet, and, one of the boats be-
ing luckily on fhore, immediately went on board, hxghh
g’ratlﬁcd wnth our excurﬁoﬂ

\

CHAP.
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Leave Teneriffe—Shape aur courfe for Saint Fago—Prea

~ wented from anchoring in Port au Prayo Bay by a con=
trary wind—Sail to :bcﬁutb.umd-—Paﬁ the Eguarar
—Ceremany of Ducking and Shaving— Make Cape
Frin—dnchor in the harbsur ame Janeiro—Re-
Jrefbments of all kinds brought on board— Fruit ferved
to the conviéts— Defcription of the town and barbour
—Produce of Ris jfaneiro. L

HE fhips having completed their watering, the
fignal was made for cvery perfon belonging to the

fleet to repair on board their refpetive veflels, and the
next morning the {ignal to get under weigh : with a plea-
{ant breeze, we foon loft fight of the land, We fteered
to the fouth-weft till we were in the meridian of Saint
Jago, when we fhaped our courfe with an intention of
coming to an anchor in Port au Prayo Bay; but when we
opened the bay were taken aback, and a fiff breeze
blowing dire&t in our teeth, it was thought that an at-
tempt to gain the bay wouldbeattended with fome rifk and
much lofs of time, it was therefore determined to give up
the idea, and a fignal was made for that purpofe. We then
thaped our courfe to the fouthward, and as we croffed the
Equinoctial Line the ceremony of fhaving and duckmg
was punftually obferved: at noon, a hoarfc voice hailed
the fhip, as from the fea, with “Ho! the thip, ho!”
which was anfwered by one {tationed for the purpofe, with
“ Hallo! what thip’s that ?”” « The Albermarle.” «I
“ don't recolle€t her pafling this way before—I fhall
& come
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% come on board and examine her.” Upon which half a
dozen moft grotefque figures entered the fhip,as if from
the bofom of the deep ; having previoufly flung a grating
under each bow as a flage to afcend fromj; with great fo-
lemnity they proceeded to the quarter-deck: the princi-
pal perfonages were Neptune and Amphitrite, attended by
their nymphs and neriads, perfonated by the oldeft feamen
in the fhip, but fo disfigured with red ochre, robes, and
wigs, made of ravelled fpun yarn, that it was a difficult
matter to recognize their perfons, After receiving a
double toll from the captain, it being the firlt time of the
. thip’s croffing the line, cenfifting of half a gallon of li.
quor, and two pounds of fugar, they, in turn, queftioned
every perfon ondeck. 'When any one faid he bad croffed
before, and had not, his watry majefty, with great dignity,
turning to one of his attendants, who held a large book,
faid, < Look if you have this gentleman down in my log
« book ?” which being anlwered in the negative, the rum
and fugar was inftantly demandeds Whenit came to my
turn, my friend, the captain, defired them to put my quota
down to him. Having finifhed with the quarter-deck,
they proceeded to the examination of their own comrades,
after having prepared for the ceremony of treating thofe
who could not pay with a view of Neptune’s cellar; for
this purpofe they had made a tackle faft to the main yard-
arm, through which they rove a rope, with an iron crow
‘made faft to the end for a feat.  Thhe only exhibition was
on the perfon of the cook, who not being of the moft
conciliatory difpofition, moft of the (hip’s company owed
him a grudge; and s ‘he peremptorily refufed to pay, al-
though in his power, they placed him on the crow, and
brought the yard rope between his legs, making another
faft round him, to prevent a poffibility of his falling; they

' then
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then fwung him off, and running him clofe up tathe yard,
foufed the poor devil from the heighth of near fifty feet
into the water; this they performed thrice : when they
took him on board he was fo much exhaufted that his life
was thought in danger, which put an end to this part of the
ceremony, aad the other defaulters were let off with only
a fhaving, performed by Neptune and his affiftants: the
party was feated on 2 piece of bpard placed a¢rofs alarge
tub; the razor part of an iron hoop, and the foap not the
fineft Windfor, but a compofition of tar, tallow, and every
filth they could colle&: the difagreeablenefs of this ope-
ration exclufive of the fmart, the hand of the fhaver not
being of the lighteft, occafions a ftruggle to get from
under it, in which the board whereon he is {eated gives
way, and poor pilgarlick is unexpeftedly emerged over

head and ears in bilge water, Thofe deftined for this ope-
* ration are kept clofe prifoners, fo that they are totally ig-
norant of what they are to go through, but when the or-
deal is once pafled they think no more of it, but fhake
their ears, and aflift in carrying on the joke. The for-
feits made them all as merry as grigs, and the day clofed
with dancing and fongs on the forecaftle, and every body,
the cook excepted, forgot their temporary mortifications,
and joined in the evening’s conviviality.

A moft favourable breeze wafted us pleafantly along
till we made Cape Frio: at midnight we were abreaft of
the Cape, which is 2 fmall ifland, diftant two or three
miles from the main Jand. We had very little wind and
variable weather between the Cape and Rio Janicro, a
diftance of fifty or fixty miles. A fpurt of wind from
the fea carried us within the iflands, when we came to an
anchor off the harbour’s mouth. The next morning the

agent
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agent went on fhore to wait on the viceroy, and in the

afternoon we weighed and failed into the harbour; as we

pafled “the fort we faluted them with thirteen guns;
which was returned by eleven (we not being a man of
war) and came to an anchor abreaft the town, The
Thips in general were remarkably healthy, and had hither-

fo buried but few of the convifts: in our paffage from

Teneriffe to this place we loft only four men and one wo-
man, whichisa very inconfiderable number, confidering
their confined ftate, change of climate, and unwholefome-

niefs of living fo long entirely on falt provifions.  Freln

meat and vegetables were brought from the fhore imme-

diately on our coping to an anchor, and feveral country

boats, with Pines, Bannanas, Oringes, and cvery fpecies
of tropical fruits, came alongfide, of which the convicls

had a certain proportion ferved them; the fruits being in

fuch plenty that the expence of diftributing a few to cach

individual every morning was very inconfiderable,

The harbour is very commodious, and will contain al-
moft any number of fhips, where they may ride in perfect
fecurity from bad weather. The city of Saint Sebaftian
is tolerably large, 2nd regularly buile; but from its being
fituated on low fwampy ground, furrounded by high
hiils, which entirely exclude it from the refrefhing fea and
lind breezes, fo that in the {ummer months it is infup-
pottably hot, and of courfe very unheaithy.  Some few of
the ftreets arc pretty wide, but in gc.ler,ﬂ'they dre rathér
too narfow ; the fquare opp fite the landing-place is fpa-
cious, and on the fouth fide ffands the palace of the vice-
16y; a very handfome ftone buildihg, and is {4id to be very -
richly ornamented within. The infide of the churches are

"ccrated with the utmofl profafion, and molt of them fur-
nithed
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nithed with an excellent organ, and tolerable good pic-
tures over the different algars.

Here meckanies and tradefmen carry on their bufinefs
in diltiné paris of the town, particular ftreets being 2p-
propsiated for particular trades: here vou will find 2
whole ftreet of gun-fmiths, apother of taylors, a third
of carpenters, &c. &c,

The numerous forts and battenies which furround Szint
Sebaftian give it an air of ftrength, butan enemy getting
pofledion of the ifland of Cobres, which is very neart
and overlooks the town, afifted by a few large fhips, for
which there is pleaty of water, would foon oblige it to
capiulate.

The produce and exports of Rio Janeiro are gald, fugar,
rice, coftee, and moit of the valuable drugs: we took a
culledtion of {eeds, and fome young (hoots of the Tama-
rind, Banana, Orange, Lemon, and Guava trecs, in order
to try them onthe foil of New South Wales,

D CHAP,
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C.H AP+,

The fignal wiade for [ailing—Get under weigh—Squally
weather, with thunder and lightning —Clears up—=Se-
ries of fine weather—drrive at the Cape of Good
HopewmRewarded by the captain with a bundred dol-
lars for my fervices during the infurreition of  the
convidls— Permitted to go on fhore—Some account of
the manners of the people of Cape Toswn—Dine at a
Table & Hote— Fall in with an entertaining Frenchman
— His account of the flaves—Of the colonifts in the
envirens—Of the country of the duteniquas,

E lay here about three weeks, when the fick be-
_ ing pretty well recovered, the fhips replenifhed
with water, and loaded with vegetables-and fruits of all
kinds, the fignal was made for failing, and’ for the firfl-
three or four days wepreceeded with a brifk north-eafter-
ly wind, when fuddenly it became dark and cloudy, with
tremendous peals of thunder, and vivid flafhes of lightning,
from every part of the horizon, attended with violent
fqualls of wind, but of no long continuance. At day
break the wind fhified to the fouthward, and we had a fe«
ries of fine weather till we arrived at the Cape of Good:
Hope, on the twentieth of July, and.about funfet came to-
an anchor in Table-Bay:

This being the laft port'we could touch at for refreth-
ments during the remainder of the voyage, all- hands fet
to work ' to procure fuch articles as they might ftand in:
need of; as well for their prefent confumption, as for their

futurc comfort in the new colony.
Early



{ =gz )

Early in the morning the captain ordered the pinnace
to be manned, and went on fhore; from whence he re-
turned about noon, and fending for me aft, gave me an
order on a merchant in Cape Town for one hundred dol-
lars; at the fame time telling me that 1 might at any time
take the opportunity of the boats going on fhore, to vifit
the town as often as 1 pleafed, only fpeaking to the officer
ondeck when I was {o difpofed. The confidence he re-
pofed in me firuck me more forcibly than the meney, and
I was really fo confufed that I could fearcely articulate
my acknowledgments.

During our ftay here I vifited the town almolt every
day, taking care to be on board by funfet; and laid out
the money I had received in fuch articles as were molt in
requeft in New Holland.

On entering a houfe in Cape Town, you arc always
prefented with a Sopi, that is fo faya glafs of arrick,
geneva, ory perhaps, French brandy: Geneva, however,
is the common morning dram, Before they fit down to
table, the ctiquette is to offer a fopi of white wine, in
which aloes or wormwood have been {teeped, to create an
appetite: at table they drink beer or.winc indifcriminate-
lyy "The beer is much efteemed, but they piace « higher
valueon Englith porter, After the defert, which i3 al-
“ways plentifully fupplied, they bring pipes and robucco,
and continue drinking and fmoking till late in the even-
ing, This is their uiual manner of living, with the ex-
geption of thofe in indifferent circumftances, who drink
their own wine; but in this particular the vanity. of the
inhabitants is often highly ridiculous: one day as 1 was
walking with an acquaintance 1 had made. at the Caps,
D2
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he mizde me obferve 4 man fedted at the door of his houfeg
no we we near him. agran ‘rg"in:ry to-biis-diave
te bring hun fome red winey tiough heallnred me had
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not talted; wWine ten FES BN IS 3, vV g ¢ d0 pall«
ed-a letle way, I turned and faw that his flave had brought

. plais of beer, which he with great oftentation deli=
berately drank off.  For twelve miles round the Cape the
colonifts d> not employ the Hottentots, chufing rather to
purchiafs negroes, whe are more induftrious and trufts
worthy. The Hottentot, carelefs and inconftant by na-
ture, often go away from their mafter on the profpect of
hard work, and frequently leave them in embarraffment :
the negroes defert alfo, but vain are their efforts to re-
gain their liberty : they are foon retaken, and fent to the
bailiff of the canton, from whom they are redeemed by
the proprietor for a fmall fum. Their correction is
‘much lef$ fevere than one would expedt ; indeed there are
few places where flaves are treated with more humanity

than at the Cape,

The Creole {laves are moft efteemed at the Cape, and
fetch double the price of any cther: if they are initiated
‘in any bufinefs, their price is exhorbitant. A good cook
is worth from eight to twelve hundred rix.dollars; me~
chanics, double that fum; and others in proportian,
They arec commonly neatly drefled, but walk barefoot, as
a mark of flavery. There are none of that infolent tribe
called footmen; luxury and pride not having yet intro=
duced that ufelefs lumber in the antichambers of the
opulent,

The
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The negroes - of Madzgafcar. and. Molambique ace
looked upcn s the moft ingenious and beft workmen ;
they are alfo the moft affeCtionate and faithful to their

mafters; when they are firlt landed at the Cape, they
ufually fell for cne hundred and twenty to one hundred
and fifty piaftresahead. The Indians are more empl_y-
ed in houfhold work in the town; there are alfo fome
Malayans, but they are the moft {ubtle and dangerous of
all other flaves, frequently affaffinating their mafters or
miftrefses.  “When taken they go to execution with the
grewscic indifference. 1 heard onc of thele wretches pub-
lickly declare, at the place of execution, that he was glad
he had committed the crime, as they were only going to
fend him to his native country : it is a matter of wonder
with me, that thele ideas are not produttive of much
greater mifchicfs.

I frequently dined ata T'able d’Hote, or ordinary, where
Ifell in with a very intelligent Frenchman, who had tra-
verfed great part of the interior of the country, and from
time to time related many entertaining particulars ; from
among which I feleéted the following account of one of
his journies to the country of the Auteniquas, which I
hope will not appear tedious to my readers:

A traveller having arrived at the Cape, and fignifying
his intention of vifiting the interior of the country, | im-
mediately offered him my fervices. The bargain was
foon ftruck, and [ inftantly fet about procuring the necef-
fary articles for the journey. We fet out on our expedi-
tion in the middle of December, when [ led the way to«
wards Dutch Hottentote, our company confifting, of four
horfes, two of which were mounced by my mafter and

myfelf,



( 3)

mylelf, the others by two Hottentots, in cafe any accident
fhould befall ours; there were three other natives, and
cach his dog: we ftopped at the decline of dav at
the foot of thofe high mountains that border the eaft of
the Cape.

« After two days journey we paffed a little rivulet,
and arrived at a wood called Le Bois de Grand Pére, near
the country of the Auteniquas, which we found inhabitzd
from the fummit of the mountains to the water’s edge by
the colonifts, who breed vaft quantities of cattle, make
butter, gather honey, and cut wood for fuel, as well as for
the mechanic; thefe articles are all fent to the Cape. It
is aftonifhing that thefe people who have fuch plenty of
timber, do not build themfelves tenable houfes, inftead of
being content with miferable huts, formed of hurdles
covered with earth. The fkin of a buffalo, ftretched on
four ftakes, ferves for a bed; a mat clofes the door-way,
which is alfo the window; two or three clumfy ftodls,
fome pieces of plank joined together make their table,
and an ill-made box, of about two feet fquare, compofe
the whole furpiture of one of thefe dens. In other re-
fpe&ts thefe people live luxurioufly; they have plenty of
game and fifh, and enjoy the advantage over the other co
lonifts, in having all the year without interruption theip
gardens well ﬁock_cd with all kinds of vegetables.

« Thefe advantages are owing to the goodnefs of the
foil, and the natural waterings from the various rivulets
that wind and crofs each other ina thoufand different di-
rections, laying under contribution, if it may be foex.
P;‘c[fﬁé_, the four feafons of the year. '

# In
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% In fearching for a Touraco, which Monfieur my maf-
ter had thot, he fell into a pit upwards of twelve feet deep,
which had been dug by the Hottentots, to entrap wild
beafts, particularly the Elephant. Fortunately the hole
was empty, and he had the good fortune to efcape being
impaled alive on the pointed ftakes fixed at the bottom of
thefe pits: they are generally flightly covered over with
Hender branches of trees, and the interftices filled with
turf and mofs; the roots moft anxioufly fought after by
the Elephant are ftrewed on the furface, and the un-
weildy animal eagerly prefling forward after his favourite
food, is eafily entrapped by the wify Hottentot into the
fnare: being wounded by his fall, he is foon difpatcaed..

After many fruitlefs efforts to extricate himfelf, I be--
ing at fome diftance with the Hottentots, he fired his fu
fee, and by that means broughr us back to his affiftance:
T'his accident, however ferious, did not prevent him pur~
fuing the wounded bird, which at length he found,and
confidered the acquifition as a full compenfation for all
his perils. The Touraco is as agreeable in'its form, as
i the fweetnefs and melody of its notes; it is of a bright
green, a tuft of the fame colour, bordered with white,
adorns its head; its eyes a fparkling red, with a {treak
over them of the moft dazzling white; its wings are
a beautiful purple, varying to the violet, according to the
point of light in which it is viewed. It is reckoned by
the naturalifts a fpecies of the Cuckoo; but they have
been: much: miftaken, as it has not the leaft affinity with
that bird. The Cuckon; in-every part of the world,
{ubfifts on fnails and infets, but the Touraco is fruvie
gorous. In whatever part of the world the Cuckoo
may e, it is remarkable that fhe never builds a neft, but

lays
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lays her eggs in thofe of other birds, and by this means
faves herfelf the wouble of rearing her young; the Tou-
raco, on the contrary, is careful cf irs family. builds a
noft, and hatches her own eggs: this difference in their
difpofition is, [ think, a fufficient reafon to proye them
a particular fpecies.”

CHAP:YV,

Hunting the Elephant~1IVars of the Caffres—Atrogions

3 bebaviour of the Colonifls—Their cruelty exemplified
in the murder of a young grifoner—Singular encounter
with a Lion—Courage, und tragical death of a widpw,
attacking a Lion in defence of ber t‘art/c—-—-f)cfrr.;ptjgn
cf the Black Eagle—-Accounts g" various cufloms of
the Hottentots.

& WE had fcarce recovered from this aecident
when one of the Hottentots came running up
o me, and faid he had difcovered the haunt of an Kle-
phant. Afier fome hours fatigue, painfully tracing him
through a thick partof the wood, rendered almoft impaf-
fable from the thorns and briars, we arrived at an open
part of the foreflt, in which was a clump of fhrubs and
underwood : here we ftopped while one of the Hotten»
tots afcended a tree; after looking round him, he clapped
his finger on his mouth as a teken for us to be filens, then
by opening and clofing his hand feveral times (a fignal be.
fore agreed upon) gave us to pnderliiand how mainy Ele-
phants he had difcovered.
“ We
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o We now held a council of war, the refult of which
was, that the perfon who had feen them from the tree
fhould lead us as near as poffible through the buthes to
the fpot where he had difcovered them. Ina few mi-
nutes I was very near one of thofe enormous animals,
which I did not mmedlately perceive, not that fear had
fafcinated my fight, but that I could fcarce believe that
the prodigious immoveable mafs beneath me was the ani-
mal we had fo much withed to encounter.” It thould be
.obferved we were on a hillock which raifed us above the
back of the animal: [ fill kept looking farther on, and
rather took what was (o nearme for a fragmeut of rock
than a living creature. The Hottentot now cried out,
# See, fee there! there heis,” with a tone of the ut-
moft impatience. At length a flight motion caught my
eye, and immediately after the kead and tufks; which the
enormous body had in' part cencealed, wers turned to-
wards me: Monfieur, who wasclofe behind me, without
lofing time, let fiy at bim; I'immediately followed his'ex-
ample, and both thots took ‘place in his head; he ftag-
gered and fell: the noile fiizhted the reft; and they, o
the number of thirty, feampered off as faft as their un-
weildy corporations would permit them. This was but
the prelude to a more animated {cene,

% While we were examining the animal we had killed,
another paffed juft by us, which was firedat by one of the
Hottentots, and by’ the bleod that trickled down his huge
fhoulders T ‘imagincd he was mortally wounded, and im-
mediately purfied him.  He would have laid down, but
was prevented by our repeated firing ; he then took to the
thickeft part of the wood’; we followed himinto a thick-
¢f, in which was a number of decuyed trees that had

E fallan
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fallen through age.- The beaft now became enraged
from the-number of bis wounds,.and made furioufly at a
Hottentot who had juft difcharged his piece at him, and
inan inftant trod him to death, and' thyrfting one of -his
tulks into the body, with atofs threw it.upwards of  thir-
ty yards from - him, We werd -about five-and-twenty
paces from the poor fellow, my mafter a few paces behind
me; I was too much encumbered for fpeed, my earbine
being very heavy, and having a good deal of aminunition,
together with a net containing feveral large birds, flung
acrofs my fhoulder: I ran with all my might, bat the en-
raged animal mo foaner caft his angry eyes on me, thaj
he pu:fugd me at a full gallpp, and gained ground every
jnftant... More dead than alive through fear, abandoned by
the. Hottgntots, who, checked by the fate of their com-
rade, were lefs courageous than ufual, the pnly chance I
had was to lie down clofe to the trunk of a large tree thyt
.was near me, which I had fcarce time fo accemplifh be-
fore the.animal ran over if; byt fcared at the hooting of
the Hottentots ipftantly ﬁopped as it were to liften. I
could eaﬁ}v have hit him from my fituation had I chofe,
but although my piece was loaded, I reftrained ﬁrma for
though he had rec\.wcd fo many wounds 1 defpaired to dif-
able himby a finrrle fhot, fo kept my fituation, every mo-
chnt cxpe&ne to 'Decome A prey to the enrafred beatt.

¢ The Ho};temcj:s, hav,ng loft fight of me, as I lay
F!ofe undcr the tree, not daring to ﬂar, and not anfwerms
fo their repeated crics, were per{.iadedl was alreajy
Lru‘bcd to pieces, made Lhe woods re-ccho with: their
ihquw. The Elephant, turmno haﬁlly round, paffed me
a fccond ume, and, ﬁeppmg ov::r the tree not fix yayds
from me, went oﬁ' ona full gallop. prrung on my fpet

2
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4 foorias lie Had pafed, and; thowing myfelf to my coms
banions, fired another fhot after him, which did not ftop

his career, but rufhinig into the thickeft part of the woods;
difappeared.

« The report of thy piete was an Univerfal fignal of
joy- 1 was immediately furrcunded by the Hottentotsy
whofz couritenarices beamed the moft lizely and difinte-
refted emotions of gladnefs: my matter in the molt af2
feCtionate terms exprefled his fatisfadtion at my efcape;
prefling nte eagerlyin hisarms. Night drawing on, we
returned to find the Elephant we had killed in the morn=
ing. The carcafe was alteady in the pofleffion of feveral
hrge birds of prey, who had loft no time; having already
made great progrefs in its diffection:

« Fires were now quickly kindled ; and otr attenidarits,
after having pitched the tent; began to fthew their fkill inf
cooking. They cut off feveral fteaks to broil for them-
felves, drefing a part of the trunk for us : it was the fir[k
time T had ever tafted ehis kind 6f food; but I determined
it thould not be the Iaft; as T thoughe it deliciotss, - Hav-
ing fettled the neceffary preliminaries of watching' round
the tent, we went to reft, with as much éompofire as
though we Were at an inn; nor were we difturbed ’till
funrife, when we fet forward onf ut journey. As we
paficd a fmalt river we met'a company of Hottentots, of
about a feore, who had fled from the wars of the Caffres:
By our guides we learnt that thofe people are mioft vilely
¢alumniated : the perpetual” vexations and tyfanny of the'
¢olonifts gave rife to thofe’ vars, ia which the Caffres
have been reprefented as férotious animals, -nurtured with
Mm’iﬂ gorey fparing neither age nor fex; and totally se<
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gardlefs of the rights of bofpitalitys - The, colonifts often
form pretences of lofling, theic cattle; purpofely to. make
inroads intp the, Cafiree fettlements, exterminating whole
hordes without diftintticn of age or fex, carrying away
their herds, and laying wafte the country; this being an
ealier inethod of obtaining cattle than rearing them.

« In deftroying a fmall- fettlement of Caffres, a child
of about twelve years of age efcaped the general carmage;
by concealing himfelf in a hollow tree, but, unfortunately,
was difcovered by one of the Marauders, who determined
to make a flave of his prize; - The commander of this
barbareus detachment peremptorily laid claim to the little
trembling prifoner ; the captor as firmly refufed to deliver
him up; which fo enraged the favage leader that he ran:
with the utmolt fury at the innozent obje& of the dif-
pute, exclaiming— If I muft nothave him, neither fhalt:
thou |’ and accompanied thefe words with. a blow of his.
{abre, which:laid the unfortunate victim.dead at his feet.

% About noon:one of cur people who had gone ofr-
fome hundred yards before us, came running back with-
evident marks of confufion: on enquiring the caufe, he
told us- there was a Lion couching.in a thicket a little
a-head of us, and that he would certainly attack. us if we
proceeded.  We immediately halted to confult what was-.
to be done; Monfieur, defirous of adding, the fpoil of the
king of the forefts to hisother acquifitions, decided on.
the attack. . Accordingly the horlesand dogs were given.
in _charge to ofe of the natives to keep them back, and"
we, to-the number. of  five, marched on, keeping a fharp-
look out. We had proceeded near half a mile, and find--
ing nething, concluded it was 2n imaginary Liony.

% i oy
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only in the idea of Eaco (the name of the Hottentot who
had given us the intelligence), who having lately loft a
very good miftrefs, killed by one of thofe animals, was in
continual dread of them.

« Her habitation being on the fkirts of a wood, one
g]oomy night the family was awakened by the lowing of
the cattle, in an inclofureat a fmall difiance from the houfe ¢
they immediately feized their fire-arms, and running to the
fpot, found a Lion had broken through the fence, and was:
making terrible havock among the cattle. It was ouly
neceflary to enter the enclofure, and fire, to kill the ani-
mal; but neither of her fons, fervants, or flaves, had fuf-
ficient courage to attempt it. The undaunted matron,
therefore,. entered alone,, and, armed with a mufket, ap-
proached the fcene of carnage: the darknefs of the night
prevented her perceiving the:animal till fhe was clofe tor
him, when {he courageoufly fired, but was fo unfortunate
as only to wound him ; he inftantly rufhed upon her: the
fereams of the unfostunate mother brought her fons to:
her afliftance, Furious—defperate—diftracted—-they flew
upon the tremendous animal, and killed him, though too’
late to fave her, and he fell breathlels on the mangled-
body of their parent. Exclufive of the deep wounds fhe
had received from the fangs and talons of the ferocious:
favage, he had bit one of her hands off at the wrift, Af-
filtance was ineffe@ual; fhe died the fame night amid®

the vain lamentations of her puﬁlammous fons and fer-
vants.

The remembrance of this fcene had made fo deepan.
impreflion on the mind of Eaco, and filled him with fuch.
apprehenfions, that he had frequently teazed his comrades
with falfe alarms,eof being near tl"e dens of Lions,and of

being.
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Ee:“ng fure of [asing him in fuch and fuch d thicket, fo
that at Jaft they paid little orno regard to his reprefenta-
tionsy and, in the prefent inftance, acquainted us with his
difpofition, and advifed me to’ order the iforfes forwardy
and to continue our route, as we were three days from
Zny habieation, and our provifions near exhaufted. The
trembling Eaco at this inftant cried, « There, there ! .
when hearinig a ruftling among the Bulhes I hatily looked’
‘round, and faw the bca& in the att of fpringmg upon his
prey, one of the Hottentots being within his reach: as
fwift as lightning he darted wpon the poor fellow ; but
rather overlezping himfelf; in bringing him'to the ground
his fore-quarters extended fo far over him, that his'anta-
gonift, with.the utmoft intrepidity and prefence of mind,
clafped him firmly round the middle, and prefiing him"
to his breaft, the animal was fo fituated that he could do
him little “or no injury; at this moment one of his com-
rades ran to'his afifkance, and elapping the muzzle of his
piece to his ear, difpatched him inftantancoully, and thus
providentially delivered l'us fellow fervant unhure'from this'
imminent danger, ; - :

1 o

% This natrow elcape, added fo thie lofs of our mian
killed by the Elephanty rather abated the ardour of our
purfuit, and Monfieur beganferioufly to think of return-
ing to the Cape, which-we reached without any ‘remark~
able occurrence happening. ~ In our way } fhot an eagle’
of afpecies hitherto unknown, and confidered as-a great’
rarity by my mafter: it was of a bright black, with a
ring of burnifhed gold round his neck, and feemed to re-
famble the vuiture as minch as the eagle, though’ different
in fome inftances.  Hunger changes the eagle into a'vul—
ture 3 that is to fay, when it-is hunyry it will feed on pu~

trifed!



( 43 )

giified cafrion,- Tt is a vulgar error that this bird only
fubfifts by preying on others ; for 1 have frequently feen
‘Eagles, asswell as other carnivorous birds, attralted by the
offal of the beafts we had killed”  He allo related fome
particularsrefpetting the Hottentots; completely refuting
the accounts of our geographical writers, who defcribe
2 moit filthy cuftom ufed by the Hottentots at their mar-
riage ceremonies 3 the priefl being faid to beftow publick-
ly aurinary ftream on the bride and bridegroom, in pre-
dence of all the aflembled friends. + The formalities of
thofe marriages, he faid, confifted in the promifes théy
made each other to live together as long as they may find
Jjtconvenient; the engagement made, the young couple,
from. that moment, are man and wife. Khey then kill
fome fheep, fometimes: an ox, to celebrate this little holia
day. The parents on both fides furnith the young couple
with fome cattle; they immediately apply themfelves to
_the conftruction of a hut, forming an inclofure, and in
getting together their little flock of neceflaries, They
Jive together as long as a good underftanding fubfifts be-
tween them; for fhould any difference arife, whichis nat
likely to fybfide, they make no fcruple of feparation, but
_part with as little ceremony as they met; and each, free to
_form frefh connexions, fecks gliewhere a more agreeable

partner, ‘ &
In cafes of feparation, the efiedts of the married pair
- are equally divided ; but fhould the hufband, in_ his qua-
. ity of mafter, infift on retaining the whole, the wife nz-.
. ver fails tofind thofe who will affertand defend her right;
her family interefts itfelf, nor are the friends of the man
. idle; fo that, fometimes, the whole horde is ina ferment ;
_inthe gad they come to blows, and, as ip all other places,
the
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the conquerors give laws to the vanquifhed. The meo-
ther always has the carc of the younger children, efpecial<
Iy if they are girls, while the boys, who are able to fol.
low their father, are fure to belong to him. Thefe difs
agreements, however, are far from being common; and
itis equally worthy of remark that they have no known
law, or eftablifhed cuftom, to which they can refer for the
termination of their differences.

Among thole Hottentots who are the moft diftant from
the colonifts, conjugal fidelity is held more facred than
among the polifhed offspring of refinement; though po-
iygamy is not repugnant to the cuftoms of the Hottentots,
it is by no means commeon among them, They may take
25 many wives as they pleafe ; but whether from a love of
peace, or any other motive, feldom have ‘but one. Wo-
men are never known to cohabit with two men, Na-
ture, that would ever have 2 man able to afcertain his own
offpspring, has wilely planted in the heart of a female
Gonaguais Hottentot, an invincible averfion from fuch
infamous proftitution ; nay, fo difgufting is itto thefe peo.
ple, that 2 hufband, on a knowledge of the molt trifling
mfidelity -of his wife, might kill her, without fear of in.
curring the reproach of his horde.

With ideas of honor fuch as thefe, the reader will the
~more eafily be induced to difcredit the affertions of many
writers ; that the Hottentots indulge in connexions of an
-inceftuous nature. It being hinted that ftrong fufpi-
cions of this fort had been entertained of them, they
-fhewed figns of the greateft deteftation. % Do you take
ws for brutes ™ faid they, and immediately broke off all
WOLEST s farther
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farther converfe s nor ‘could all we had to fay prevail on
them to forget the offence.

CHAP. VL

Departure from the Cape—Gale of wind—DPart compary
with the refl of the tranfpor t.r—S:f[)er/?"ian of rbrjéa-
men—Story of the Flying. Dutchman— T be boatjwain
alarmed—The gale fubfides—The Phanomenon  ac=
counted for—Sea birds make their appearance about the
Ship—Make Van Dieman’s Land— Beautiful appear-
ance of the Aurora Auflrealis—A number of feals
alongfide. :

AVING completely flored the fhip with proyi-

fions and water, taken in fix hundred cafks of flour

for the colony, and various other ftores, the fignal was

made for the tranfports to be in readinefs to get under

weigh. I bade my new friend adieu, haltened on board,
and the next morning we worked out of the bay.

We had fcarcely got a tolerable offing when a very heavy |

gale blew from the northyard, and the fea foop ran moyn-

tains high. The veflel being deep-loaded, we ﬂlippedli

fome very heavy feas, which obhged us to lay too near. -

four-and-twenty hours.

I 'had often heard of the fuperftition of failors refpe&-
ing apparitions, but had never given much credit ta the
report: it feems that fome years fince a Dutch man of ,
war was loft off the Cape, and every fm.l on board pe-

F rifhed.
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rifhed; her confort weathered the gale, and arrived foon
after at the Cape, Having refitted, and returning to
Europe they were affailed with a violent tempeft nearly in
the fame latitude. In the night watch fome of the people
faw, or imagined they {aw, a vellel flanding for them un-
der a prefs of fail, as though fhe would run them down:
one in particular affirmed it was the fhip that had foun-
dered in the former gale, and that it muft certainly be her,
or the apparition of her; buton its clearing up, the ob-
ject (a dark thick cloud) difappeared. Nothing could do
away the ideaof this pheenomenon on the minds of the
the failors; and, on their relating the clrcumﬂ:ances when
they arrived in port, the ftory fpread like wildfire, and the
fuppofed phantom was called the Flying Dutchman, From
the Dutch the Englith feamen got the infatuation, and
there are very few Indizmen but what has fome one on
board who pretends to have feen the apparition.

About two in the morning T was waked by a violent
fhake by the fhoulder, when, ftarting up in my hammock,
I faw the boatfwain, with cvident figns of terror and dif-
may in his countenance, ftanding by me, «For God’s
fake, meflmate,”’—faid he—*hand us the kcy of the cai'e,

" for by the Lord I'm ddmnably fearified : for, d’ ye fee, as
g was juft Iookmw over the weather bow, what fhould I
fee but the Flymo Dutchman goming right down upon
us, with every thing fet—I know ’twas fhe—I cou’d fee
all her lower-deck ports up,and the lights fore and aft, as
if cleared for a&ion. Now as how, d’ye fee, I am fure
no mortal thip could bear her lower-deck ports up and not
founc!cr in this here weather : Why, the fea runs moun«
taing high. It muft certainly be the ghoft of that there

pu;chman, that foundered i in this latitude, and which, I
. ha"p
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have heard {2y, aiWajrs appars in this hete quarter, in
hard gales of wind.

After taking 2 good pull or two at the Holland’s he
grew a little compofed, when I jokingly afked him, if he
was aftaid of ghofts? « Why, as to that, d’ye fee,”—
faid he— T think as how I’m as good as another man ;
but 1'd always a terrible antipathy to thofe things. Even
when I was 4 boy, I never could find it in my heart to
erofsa church-yard in the dark without whifiling and hal-
looing, to make them believe I had company with mey
for I’ve heard fay they appear but to orie at 4 time; for
fiow, when I called to Joe Jackfon, who was at the helm,
to look over th= weather bow, he faw nothing ; tho’, ds
how, I faw it as plain as this here bottle,” taking another
fwig at the Geneva,

Havinz fome curiofity to fee if T could malke out any
thing that could take fuch an appearance, I turned out,and
accompanied him upofi deck; but it had clear=d up, the
moon thining very bright, and not a cloud to be feen ;
though; by whtat I could learn from the reft of the people
who were on deck; it had been very cloudy about kalf an
bour before, of courfe I eafily divitied what kind of phan-
tom had fo alarmed my meflatate. The fea running very
high, and the gale rather Increafing, we tontinied to lay
too, and in the morning fourid we had parted company
with the reft of the tranfports, not one being difcernable
from the maft head:

The wind abating in the afternooh, and coming to the
north-well; we bore away under a reefed forefail : and it
centinuing to blow a very ftrong gale; we jozged on in

Fa thig
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this manner about ten days': when the weather moderate=
ing we crouded all the fil we could make from this time
till we made Van Dieman’s land, off which we frequent-
ly faw in the night the fea covered with luminous fpots,
refembling lights floating on the furface,and | immediate-
ly imagjined that it might have been fome of thefe which
the boat(wain had fcen through a pafling cloud, and which
he magnified into lanterns on a fhip’s lowerdeck, as in
fome points of view they had very much that appeat-
ance. :

Whether thefe fhining fpots proceed: from the fpawn
of fifh floating in fmall quantities, ot from an animal of a
jelly-like fubftance, called by the failors, Blubber, is not
determined, though I am of the latter opinion ; valt
fhoals of them furrounded the fhip in the courfe of the.day.
Numbers of fea birds now hovered over us, {uch as Al-
batroffes ; Gulls of various fpecies ; and a large black
bird, greatly refembling 2 crow, but rather bwgcr. In
the evening the horizon was beautifully illumingd by the
Aurora Auflrealis,or Southern Lights: they were of a
bright crimfon, variegated with orange, yellow and white
ﬁreaks, continually changing their hues, and prefentﬁd a
moft fublime and animating piGture,

The next morning at ddy-brezk the man at the maft
head cried out, “Land, hoa!” which agreeable found
re-echoed through the fhip; and it clearing up we found
ourfelves clofe in with it. It appeared a bold even fhore,
with fome hills inland, pleafantly ornamented with tall
firaight trees, fuppofed to be cabbage or palm trees, from
their having branches only near the top.

We
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We failed slong the coaflt for fome leagues, in the
courfe of which we faw fome pretty deep bays. We
now ftretched off in order to’get a good offing, and to
weather fome rocks about three leagues from the fhore,
being afraid of pafling too near them in the dark.

At day-light they appeared about fix miles on our lee-
beam. FHere we perceived a number of Seals playing and
fporting dlongfide : they weie in general of the fize of a
common dog, witha long head, tapered to the nofe like 2
greyhound; they frequently raifed themfelves half the
length of their body out of the water, turning round as it
were to reconnoitre, and fometimes in their gambols
leaped entirely out. 'We took our leave of thefe [portive
gentry, and, {haping our courfe for New Holland, before
funfet loft fight of the land,

CIAP,
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Make the land of New South tPales—Pafs Botany
Bay—Come to an anchor in Por; Fackfon—Convilis
ordered on fhore—Attend the grvernor, kindly receiv=
ed, through the favourable report of the captain—
The governor promifes me his protedion—Return on
Board—Take lcave of my mefimates—Receive orders
to go on fhore to Sydney Cove— Accompanied by the
captain—dppointed [fuperintendant of the convifis at
Paramatta—Dine with a  forjeant of Murines—
Walk round the €ove— Defeription of the Settlement—
Sleep at Sydney—Embark my effeéts and accompanied
by the ferjeant proceed to Paramatta—Arrive at Rofe-
Hill—Take poffeffion of my hbabitation, account of
the [ettlement—TI¥ait on the commanding offfccr—Res
ceive inflructions for my future condult,

\ FAVOURABLE flant of wind, emabled us to
Amake the land of New South Wales on the 12th of
O&ober, about eight leagues diftant.—We ftood on till we
were within about fix or feven miles from the fhore, and’
then ranged along the coalt pleafuntly.—At noon we
were abreaft of a point of land, called red point, only
ten leagues diftant from Botany Bay —About two leagucs
to the fouthward of the Bay is a chainof chalky hills,
over-topped by level land.—On this land is a clump of
trees fomething like' Poftdown-hill in' the neighbourhood
of Portfmouth. The wind fpringing up to the eaftwardy
we ftocd from the land, under an ealy fail, till daylight,
when we werc quite abreaft of the bay; and, at noon, en

the
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the 13th. came toan anchor.in Port Jack(on, about five
or fix leagues to the northward of it,

At ten o'clock the next moraing the convi@s were all
ordered on fhore; their appearance was truly deplorable,
the generality of them being emaciated by difeafe, and
thofe who laboured uader no bodily diforder, from the
fcantinefs of their allowance, ‘were in better plight,
The boats from all the fhips in the harbour attended in
order to land them, there were in all two hundred and
fifty men, fix women, and a convict’s wife and child who
had obtained permiflion to accompany her hufband. —We
loft, during the voyage thirty two men.—Upon their land-
ing they were entirely new cloathed from the king's flore,
and their old things were all burnt, in order to prevent
any infectious diforder that might have been in the (hipy
from being introduced into the colony.

From the report of the capfain T had 2 moft gracious
reception from the gevernor, he told me that en 2ccouat
of my behaviour on board, he would place me in a fitua-
tion that fhould render my exile from Epgland as little
itkfome as poflible, and that if Ic_ontlnued to deferve it
I might rely on his favour and proteQion: for the pre-
fent I might returm on board, and as foon as any boat
could be fpared from the fhip, it fhould convey me and
what things I had up to Parramatta, where a habitation
fhould be provided for me. The next morning I receive
ed orders again to attend the governor at Si dney Cove,'
and to put my property in charge of a ferjeant of Ma-
yines, who came off in a large boat, and who was to fee
jt fafely lodged in the publlc ftore, till fuch time as I
fhould be fettled, and able to gake care of it myfelf.

' Ftodk
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T took leave of my mef{‘ma.tcs W1th unfcxgned regret
the captain himfelf accompanied me on fhore, and waited
on the governor _with me.—His cxcellency faid he had
long wanted a proper perfon as fuperintendant of the
eonvitts at Parramatta, that he had appom;cd me to that
office, aad that I fhould take charge of the farm-houfe
there.—When [ was difmiffed, the ferjeant took me to
his houfe where I partook of a good fith dinner; and, it
being fome time before we could fet off for my future
refidence, we took a walk round the Cove, where fome
confiderable buildings have been erefted, for the governor,
the lieutenant-governor, the judge~advocate and the great-
elt part of the officers, : :

The governor’s houfe is of flone, near feventy fest
M front, and makes a very handfome appearance. The
houfes of the officers “are of brick, the reft are generally
log houfes, plaftered; the roofs are cither fhingled or
thatched. Here is allo an hofpital, a goad temporary
building, and alfo barracks for the foldiers, and comfort-
able cabbins for the 0ﬁccrs, with gardeps adjoining ; but
unluckily thefe gardens are not very productive, as the
foil ™ is very indifferent ; and to this i mconyemence muft
he added the depredations of rats and thieves. A mile
of two from the Cove, the foil is confiderably better,
where the officers and others have litde farms; there
are alfo brickilns, and a pottery, both of ‘which articles
they would bring to tolerable perfeftion, where they pofs
féfled of the materials ufed to glaze their earthen-ware.
I wonder there are not more ftone buildings here, ftone,
refembling that of Portland, being at hand in great
abundance, exccedingly foft, but hardens very much af.
fex itis wrought; and expofed to the weather, |

Moy
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Not being able to proceed *till the mortiing, 1 flunz my
cot in acornerof the ferjeant’s houfe, and {pent the even-
ing with him; we role at day break, and, re-embarking
my cffc@s, left Sydney Cove about eight o’clock in the
morning, and arrived at Parramatta about noon, Twe
or three miles before you come to the town, the river is
quite narrow, not more than fix or eight yards acrofs,
and the banks fo high that you can fearce fee the face of
the country.—Where they were lower it had very much
‘the appearance of a park or a gentleman's pleafure
ground. In our progrefs we faw feveral Kangaroos bat
had a very imperfect glance of them; _thc g:_afs heirng;i
long, entirely hid them from our view except when

they were in the aét of leaping.

We landed about a quarter of a mile from the town
and walked up to it; it is fituated on an elevated fpot in
the form of a crefcent; a ftrong redoubt is confiruted
where there are very good barracks for a defachment of the
military, which is always on duty here; as well to pre-
ferve good order and regularity among the convicls, as a
check upon the natives, who from the diftance to Sydney
Cove might be tempted to moleft the fettlers, were there
no armed force to prote@ them ; they have litdle apprehen=
fion from the natives asthey have never thewn any incli-
astion to atiack armed men; not that they are defiitute
of courage, but that they are perfeétly convinced of
the great and -invincible fuperiority of our firc-arms,
Aftec a fhort walk we arrived at the houfe appropriated
for me, it is a compaét little cottaze with four rooms in
jt; the fituation is mofk delightful, being in the midit of

Jeafant gardens—the conviét’s houfes form a line in fronts
at fome diflance, they have each a fmall garden and thole
whe
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who have been induftrious feem very comferiable, as
their day’s work is not fo hard, as many working men’s
in England.

A fervant who kept the houfe gave us fome refreth-
ment, after which I waited on the commanding officer of
‘the troops, on duty here, and prefented a letter given me
by the governor; my reception was as agreeable as I
could expect, he told me that the next day he would caufe
the conviéts to be muftered in my prefence, and inform
them of my fituation, as fuperintendant, and would then
give'me fome mflméhons nece{fary to regulate my future
proceedings,

CHAP
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CHAP VIIL

A general mufier of the convidls—They are mads ace
quainted wWith my fituation among them—T beir beba=
vigur—Avocations—Hours of labsur-—Attend: public
wor/bip—Get perfeétly acquainted with my duty—Sine
gularimpoflure of one of the convidts— Encouragement
Fiven o the convifis 1o become fettlers on the expiraa
tion of their fentence—Defeription of the Kangareo
and of the'native Dog—~Get acquainted with the na=
tives— Defcription of  them—I beir wveapons— Aanner

< of painting themfelves when going to'battle,

N the morning a general mufter took place ; when
the whole were affembled, to the amount of near four
hundred ; they were informed by the officer of the truft
the governor had been pleafed to repofe in ‘me, and that
aily mifbehaviour or difobedience of orders ifluing from me
would be as feverely punifhed as though they procceded
from the governor him{elf: they were then difmiffed to
their feveral employments. I proceeded through the dif-
ferent gangs of people at their refpetive occupations 3
and found them much more attentive to their bufinefs
and refpectful to thofe over them than I could poffibly
have imagined. Some were employed in making bricks
and tiles ; others, building ftore-houfes, huts, &c. a great
number clearing the grounds, bringing in timber, and mak-
ing roads. Others at their different callings, fuch as
fmiths, gardencrs, coopers, fhoemakers, taylors, bakers,
attendants on the fick,&c. The hours of work are from
fun-rife till half-paft feven, when they breakfaft; at half
G2 palt
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paft cight they refume their work 'till half paft eleven,
when they are rung to dinner ; attwo they recommence
their labours, and the fetting of the fun is the fignal that
terminates their daily toil, and which is announced by the
drum beating a retreat. Inorder to encourage the culti-
wvation of gardens, Saturday is appropriated to clear away
and cultivate fpots of ground for themfelves ; and thofe
who have been induftrious now find the benefit, by having
plenty of vegetables, which faves their falt provifions, and
enables them. to ‘truck with the natives for fith. Inde-
pendent of this advantage, thofe who rear the greateft
quantities of vegetables and plants receive premiums from
the governor, who, at the proper feafon of the year, dif-
tributes fezds among them for that purpofe. - The wow
men fweep round the huts every moi'ning, and cook the
victuals for the men, colle&t all their dirty €loaths, and
return each man his refpelive linen, wafhed and mended,
on the Sunday morning.

No perfon is excufed from attending divine worthip,
which is perfoimed every Sunday morning at eleven
o'clock, when ‘all the convifls are obliged to attend ‘in
clean linen; and, indeed, behave inamore orderly and de-
vout manner than would be naturally expe@ed: indeed,
the indefatigable zeal and wife meafures purfued by the
worthy governor in the formation of this infant coleny
is beyond all praife.

T'had fome apprehenfions that from my former fituation.
in lif2 I (hould have ‘been expofed to many mortificatioris,
although fhielded by the proteQion of my office; but [
faw few faces who recolle&ted mey and thofe-who did be=
kaved in the moft refpe@ful manner, The greater part

of
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of thofe who came over ‘with me were fent to Norfolk
Idand, and thofe that were lef zemained at Syndey Cove,

My bufinefs was chiefly to report the progrefs made
in the different works carrying on at Paramatta; for
which purpofe I was furnifbed with abftrals from a kind
of overfeers or head man of the various gangs ; and in
lefs than a week I was as much at home, and as perfectly
mafter of the bufinefs, as though [ had been coeval with
the colony.

From a neceffary and well regulated difcipline, the
conviéts who had come over in the firflt fhips had been
brought into the excellent erder above defcribed; but
many fevere examples were made ere they were reduced
to order, and various knaveries and tricks played on the:
officers ; but punifhment never failed to attend the detcc-
tion of their frauds. In the infancy of the fettlement a:
convict had induftrioufly fpread a report that he had dif~
covered a gold mine, which at firft gained credit, as the
are pretended to have been found had fomething of the
appearance of gold ore.

. 'The circumftance was as follows : One Dailey, a con-
vict, had, he pretended, difcovered a piece of ground
which contained a confiderable quantity of gold ore,
fome of which was produced, tried, and found to contain
a fmell portion of gold. The governor was abfent at'
this time on an excurfion into the country: the report
coming to the ears of the lieutenant-governor, he exa-
mined the pretended difcoverer, who told his flory with’
the greateflt plaufibility, and it was not doubted but an.
Hmportant difcovery had been made, Dailey was inter-

rogated.
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fogated as to the place, but. refufed to give the nécellary
ihformation *till the return of the governor, to whom hd
would give a full and fatisfactory account of the difeo-
very, on a promife that he would grant him what he
fhould think equivalent to the importance of the difco<
very, and which he (Dailey) conceived a fmall compenfa«
tion for fo valuable an acquifition: the demand was, his
own and a particular woman conviét’s enlargement, and a
paflage in one of the firft {hips to England, together with
afum of money. The lieutenant-governor told himy
that unlefs he peinted out the fpot he fhould confider him
4s ‘an impoftor, and order him to inftant punifhment,
for daring to impofe upon thofe officers to whom he had
related the bufinefs, The dread of punithment difpofed
him to come too a little, though not without apparent re«
lu&ance: he propofed to the lieutenant-governor that an
officer thould be {ent down the harbour with him, for the
treafure, he faid, lay in the lower part of the harbour, and
near the fea fhore ; and he would fhew the officer the exack
fpot: accordingly he was takenat his word, and an offi-
cer, with a corporal, and two or three foldiers, were fent:
with him; he pointed out the landing-place, whence he
faid it was but a fhort walk to the defired fpot. They en-
tered the wood, but had fcarce got among the bufhes,
which were very thick, than he begzed leave to turn afide
as though he had a prefling occafion; this was granted-
him: the officer continued waiting for him, but to no'
purpofe ; for as foon as he had got out of their reach he
puthed off towards Sydney Cave by land, leaving the of=
ficer and his foldiers to beat their heels, and curfe their ere=
dulity in letting him out of their fight,

Jhe
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The officer having difpatched the ‘boat back on theis
Janding, intending to return on foot, was left in no yery
envisble fituation. Mr. Dailey reached Sydney in the
afternoon, and informed the licutenant-governor that he
had left thofe whom he had fent down with him in entire

offeflion of the gold mine: he then got a few things
from his own tent, and difappearede The party, after
fearching fome hours after the cheat, marched round to
the camp, where. they arrived at dufk, heartily tired, and
not alittle chagrined at the trick the villain had put upoy
them.,

The want of provifions foon brought the difcoverer
back to the fettlement, and a fevere flogging was the re~
ward of his ingenuity ; however he fhill perfifted in hav-
ing made the difcovery which he before had mentioned,
and his reafon for quitting the officer who went with
him was, that he was fure if he made the difcovery to the
governor I';imfcl_f he fhould certainly get what he had de=
manded.

When the governor returned he was made acquainted
with the bufinefs, and another officer was fent with him,
althc:ugh there was not a perfon in the colony who had
the leaft faith in his affertions, The officer who now ac-
compamcd him informed him, on landing from [.hc boat, -
that if he offered to quit him for an mﬁant he would put
]um to death This determination fo terrified the gold-
finder, that he acknowledged the impofture: he was then
jnterrogated . refpecting the ore which. he bad produged.
He confefled he had filed down part of a yellow metal
buckle, and had mixed it with fome gold filings from a
broken rmg, wluch he had got from onc of the conw& WO=

men,
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men, all which he had blended with fome earth, and made
it hard. The man who tried the ore had been a filver=
fmith, and on feperating the different parts he difeavered
a finall quantity of gold contained therein : the cheat re-
ccived a fecond punifhment for his perfeverance, and a
recommendation to be very attentive to his duty, and not
attempt any more tricks as he valued his neck.

Having a good deal of time on my hands, my attend-
anee and infpeltion being generally finithed in the fore-
noon, 1 frequently vifited the farnis of the fettlers : thefe
in general were convifls whofe term of tranfportation
had expired, and had had Jands granted them, in the fol-
lowing proportions: thirty acres to every fingle man ;
fifty to the married oncs; and ten more for every child ;
they received provifions and cloathing from the public
ftores for the firft cightcen months: the neceffary tools
and implements of hufbandry, with feeds and grain to fow
the ground the firft year: two young fow pigs were alfo
given to each fettler, and a pair or two of fowls. On
“thofe conditions twenty-feven of them had commenced
farming in the neighbourhood of Parramatta, Profpet-
Hill, and at fome ponds about two-miles to the north-
ward. At this time thefe fettlements had little the ap-
pearance of farms ; but as there were many very induf-
trious and careful menamong; them, their ftock foon began
to thrive, and the face of the country thow gvident figns
of culture, '

In my walks I often fcll in with the Kangaroos, of
which there are great numbers: they are about the fize
of a common deer, of a dark tan colour; its head, I
think, refembles that of the Mocock from the Eaft Indies,

fIRK, I The
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The hind legs are much longer than  the fore, and
with them they leap and fpring forward with amaz-
ing rapidity, their fore feet feldom being feen to touch the
ground; 2nd, indged, they are fo very {hort, that it is not

“pofiible the animal can make great ufe of them in running :
they have prodigious force in their tail, which is a priuci-
pal part of their defence when attacked; they firike a

low with this weapon fufficient to break the leg of a
man, or the back of dog; it alfo affifts them in their
fprings, which are truly furprizing. The native Dog is
much fwilter than the Kangaroo, and will attack them
with great courage ; the chafe is fcldom of long duration,
the Kangaroo bcmg foon tired, and is crcncrally overtaken
in lefs than a quarter of an hour. When feized, if they
have no opportunity of ufing the tail to advantage, thev
turn upon the Dog, and catching hold with the talons of
his fore-paws, he flys at and ftrikes his adverfary witlf
thofe of his hind-feet, which are long, fharp, and of great
firength ; and, if the dog is not affifted, it frequently bap-
pens r‘mt they get the berter.

I have frequently feen male Kangaroo’s which, when
fitting on their haunches, would meafure at leaft from five
feet eight to five féet ten inches in height'; fuch an one
would, I think, over-match any of thé dogs; but I never
ventured to try them fingly. Having had feveral youu'r
native dogs given me, from time to time, I take great
delight in Kangaroo hunting; it is ot only an agrees
able exercife, but produces a dith for the tabley nearly 45
good as mutton; and, in the prefent deatth of live ftock,
is notan unacceptable prefent.

31 T
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The Native Dog greatly refembles the Pemeraniarg
breed: with their ears erec, they have a remarkable -
vage look, and are not unlike a Wolf, both in fize and
appearance. There is no getting the better of their na~
tural ferocity ; for if you take ever fuch pains in rearing
them, théy will, at every opportunity, deftroy the Sheep,
Pigs, or Poultry, nordo I think it poffible to break them
of this favagenels of, temper, fo that they are of litde or
no ufe, except in hunting the Kangaroo.

T had many opportunities of getting acquainted with
feveral of the natives 3 and, as I feldom faw them witha
out giving them fome trifle or other, foorbecame a great
favourite with.them, and moftly had one or other of them:
with me in my rambles. The men in general are from
five feet fix to five feet nine inches high; are rather {len-
der,-but ftraight, and well made. The women are not
quite fo tall, rather luftier, but are moftly well made,
“T'heir colour is a brownifh black, of a coffee caft, but.
many of the women are almoft as light as 2 mulatto: now
and then you may meet with fome of both fexes with
pretty tolerable features, but broad nofes, wide mouths,
and thick lips, are moft generally met with; their couns
tenances are not-the moft prepoffefling, and what renders
hem ftill lefs- €0, is, they are abominably filthy, They
know no fuch ceremony as wafhing, themfelves ; and their
tkin is' moflly fmeared with the fat of fuch animals as
they kill, and afterwards covered with every fort of dirt;
fand from the beach, and afhes from their fires, all adhere
to their filthy fkin, which never comes off, except when
accident, or the want of food. cbliges them to go into the:
water. Some of the men wear a piece of wood, or
bone thruft through the feptum of the nofsy which, by
raifing
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raifing the oppofite fides of the nofe, dilates the noftril,
and fpreads the lower part very much. Many of them
want the two front teeth on the right fide of the upper
jaw; and I have feen feveral of the women who have
loft the two firlt joints of the little finger of the ieft hand,
a circumftance which I have never been able to difcover
the meaning of. This want of the little finger I obferv-
ed in elderly women ; in girls, of eight or nine years old ;
i1 young women, who have had children ; and in thofe
who have had none. I have alfo obferved that the finger
has been perfe@ in individuals of all ages and deferip-
tions. They have, in general, good teeth ; their hair is
fhort, firong, and curly ; and they having no method of
_combing or cleaning it, it is always filthy and matted
the men’s beards are fhort and curly like the hair of their
+ heads. “They all go entirely: naked; men, women, and
" childien, and feem to have no fixed place of refidence,
but lay down wherever night overtakes them. Cavyitics
in the rocks on the fea fhore, are places they ufually feek
to fhelter themfelves from the wind and rain; and they
moftly make a good fire before they go to fleep, by which
means the rock round them becomes heated, and retains
_its warmpth a confiderable time, like an oven; and fpread-
ing a little dried grafs they lie down and huddle together,

The menare generally armed with a lance, and a thort
ftick which they ufe in throwing it ; this ftick is about a
yard long, flat on one fide, and a notch in one end, the
other is furnifhed with a flat fhell fixed into a {plit in the
ftick, made faft with a ftrong gum, which, when dry, is
as hard as flint: on the flat fide of the ftick they place
the lance, the butt end of which refis againft the notch
in the throwing ftick ; poifing the lance thus fixed in ong

| Ha2 kand,
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hand, bmdmg it with the fore finger and thumb to pre,
vent its flipping off ; keeping faft hold of the throwmg ;
ftick, they hurl the lance with confiderable force, and to-
lerably true, to the diftance of feventy or eighty yards.
Their lances arc in general about ten feet long; the fhell
hxed on the throwing ftick is intended for fharpening the
point of their lance, and various other ufes. Although
they throw their lances with confiderable velomty,I fhould
think it no very difficult matter, being on one’s guald
either to parry or get out of the way of them.

When they are upon any hoftile expedition, they pain¢
their faces and bodies with red and white fireaks, as if
;hey mten&cd to, ftrike terror by their death-like appear-
ance: fome are mere lines drawn without attention o
method others with the greateft nicety and exatnefs,
At a few paces diftance fome have the appearance of be«
ing accoutered with crofs-belts : others, with white circles
round their eyes, and feveral horizontal lines acrofs the
forchead ; others, again, have narrow white lines acrofs
the body, with a broad {treak down the middle of the back
and beily, anid a fingle line down the arm, thigh, and leg,
Being commonly marked with white, their black {kins
are feen very confpicuoufly between the lines, and, at a
thort diftance, takes very much the appearance of a fkele-
ton, and which, I fuppofe, is what they intend to repre-
f“nt. The colours they ufe are chiefly red and white,
the firfk of which is a kind of Ochre, or fed earth, which’
js found herein abundance ; the latter is a fine Pipe Clay,
great quantities of which are ufzd in the pottenf;s eftab-
Hh:d in the colony. ~ The bodies of the men are much
(ranﬁeﬂ mmcu.arly about the breaft and fhoulders; and

B rhowrh not s rcgular, yet are smlﬁdercd as ornamental,
LI’IAP?
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CHAP IX.

Eampaigns generally [ettled by negociation—TLheir habitas
tions—I¥onderful dexterity in climbing the Cabbage
and Palm tr ees— Tieir method of hunting fmall ani-
mals—De efeription of warioys Quadrupeds—Curions
JSimilarity of the different [pecies—Fifb— Birds—Ina
Jecis—Plants and fruits, :

HE warriors thus armed and painted range them-
felves in a line, with each a green bough in their
hand, as a token that they do not mean to ufe force, un-
lefs ob‘-gcd thereto, in their own defence, or in cafe their
difference cannot be fettled by an amicable agreement: a
long parley generally enfues,and conceffions on both fides
for the moft part terminate theiy bloodlefs campaign., :
\

Building themfelves habitations never feem to have en=
tered their imaginations,or any place to fhelter them from
the weather, though they have plenty of the moft incle-
ment ; their indo'ence and want of forefi ght in this par-
'_ti(:ular would be fatal to them, were it not for the liberal
hand of nature, who has fo abundantly fupplied thé
fea fhores with {oft crumbly rocks, whuch for the moft
part, are excavated by the walhing of the fea, fo as to
'form caves of very confiderable dlmenﬁons, fomenmcs
ﬁ.ry or more of them find a comfortable lodmng in one
of thefe caves. In the woods where there are no rocks,
they firip the bark off feveral trees, and cutting them into
flips, fafllen and epterlace them to four flakes drove in the
ground, bending broad pieces of the bark over the top to.
thlyc off the rain; thele commonly held a family; and,

= »i
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as the weather is very cold in the winter months, they find
it neceflary to huddle very clofe for the benefit of the
warmth to which each individual mutually contributes a
fhare. Thefe huts are only ufed when they arc out a
Kangaroo hunting ; for in that feafon they employ them=
" felves wholly in the woods.

Moft of the large trecs are hollow, by decaying at ths
heart ; and when the Opoffum, Kangaroo, Rat, Squirrel,
and various other animals which inhabit the woods, are
purfued, they commonly take fhelter in thefe trees. In
order, therefore, to make {ure of them, wherein they fel-
dom fail, when they find them in the trge, one man
climbs to the top, which is performed with wonderful dex-
terity, in the following manner : they cut notches in the
bark about an inch deep, which is a kind of reft for the
ball of the great toe ; the two firft notches are cut before
they begin to climb, the reft as they afcend, at fuch difs
tances from each other, that when both feet are in the
notches, the right is raifed nearly as high as the middle of
the left thigh; when they are raifing themfelves the
hatchet is held in their mouths, that they may have the
ufe of both their hands ; and when rhaking the notch the
body refts on the ball of the great toe; the fingers of the
left hand are alfo placed in a notch cut on the fide of the
tree, thould it be too large to admit their clalping it {ufh-
giently with the left arm to keep their body firm and clofe
toit. In this manner they afcend, with wonderful agis
Jity, trees fifteen or twenty feet in circumference, fomea
 times fixty or [cvcntr feet before they come to a fingle
pranch, :

Being
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Being arrived at the top, or the place he judges the
moft convenient, he takes his feat with his club or ftick
in his hand, another perfon below makes a fire and fills
the hollow trunk with fmoak, which obliges the animal
to attempt its efcape, either upwards or downwards, but
whichever way it takes, it is almoft certain of defruc-
tion, as they very feldom efcape.  In this manner they
employ themfelves, and get a livelihood in the woods.
They, fometimes, when many of them are hunting to.
gether, fet fire to the country for feveral miles in extent.;
this is for the purpofe of diliusbing fuch animals as may
be within the circle of the conflagration: thusthe affrighted
animals, confounded, finged, and half-fmothered, fall an
ealy prey to their perfevering and f{znguinary adver-
faries, - ' ;

Thefe fires, it is fuppofed, are fometimes intended to
clear that part of the country through which they have .
occafion to travel, of the briars and therns, from
which, being naked, they fuffer great inconvenience.
The fires which are frequently fecn in the fummer time
account alfo for an appearance which very much puzzled
the firft fettlers; this was, that more than two thirds of
 the trees in the woods were very much fcorched with fire,
fome were burnt quite black to the very top; the caule
of this occafioned great diflerence of opinion, but it is
now evident that it was-occafioned by the fires which the
natives {o frequently make, and which often reach the
higheft branches of the trees; Lat firft conjeftured it to
be the effe& of lightning, but upon examining farther, it
appeared too general to have been caufed by fuch an ac-
cident.

Opoffums
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Opoffums are very numerous here : they partake a
good deal of the ‘Kangaroo, in the ftrength of their tail,
ard make of its fore legs, which are very fhort in propor-
tion to the hinder ones; like that animal it is provided
with a falfe belly for the fafety of its young in time of
danger, and its colour very much refembles that of the
common Englith Rat; it isof the fize of a fmall Cat,
and very inoffenfive. There are a varicty of other ani-
mals of different fizes, from the Oppoflum down to our
implacable enemy, the Ficld Rat, all of which, in fome
fhape or other, partake of the Kangaroo and Oppoffum,
1 have caught feveral Rats with their pouch full of young
oncs, formed exallly in their legs, claws, and tail, as the
abové animals. "One would" almoft conclude, from the
great refemblence of the different quadrupeds found here,
that there is a promifcuous intercourfe between the differ-
ent {exes of all thofe various animals. This ftrange fi-
milarity does not attach folely to quadrupeds, for the finny
inhabitants of the fea are in th fame predicament, their
variety is truly aﬁ*oniﬂling;' moft of them partake in
fome degree of the thark, and it is no uncommon thing to
fee the head and thoulders of a Skait to the hind part of
a Shark, or a Shark’s head to the body of a large Mullet,
and what 1s more aftonifhing, fometimes to the flat body
of a Sting Ray or Holibet.

Nature feems equally playful in the feathered tribe :
the Parrot is the moft common. I have fhot feveral,
with the head, neck, and bill of the Parrot, and with the
fame beautiful plumage on thofe parts for which that bird
hére'is diftinguilhed ; atail and body of a different make
and colour, with long delicats feet and le:g,s, which is quite

the reverfe of the Parrot kinde There is alfo a bird with
& the
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e feet and legs of a Parrot, whofe head, neck, make,
and colour, were like the common Sea Gull; with the
wings and tail of the Hawk. Neither is this confined
to the animal creation ; for here are trees bedsing three
different forts of leaves; others bearing the leaf of the
gum tree, wuh the gum exuding from it, and covered with
bark of a very different kind.

The country abounds in birds of numbe:lefs fpecies:
thofe of the Parrot kind, fuch as the Macaw, Cocatoo,
Loty, Green Parrot, and Paroquets of different fpecies
and fizes, are ornamented with the moft gay and luxuriant
plumage that can be conceived. The common crow is
no ftranger here, biit is found in confiderable numbers;
the found of their voice and manner of croaking is widely
different from thofz in Eurepe.  Hawks are in great plen<
ty; Pidgeons, Quails, and a great variety of fmall birds ;
but I have not feen any withi an agreeable note.

There is alfo a very large bird, butit is not very com-
mon; at firft they were taken for the Oltrich, as they did
not fly when purfued, but ran fo exceedingly faft that a
firong Native Dog could not overtake themi: I fhot one
of them, which meafured upwards of two yards and a
half from its feet to the upper part of its head. The dif-
ference between this bird and the Oftrich isin its b:ll,
which is narrower at the point, and it has three tces;
which is riot the cafe with the Offrich, as I had an oppor-
tunity of feeing feveral of themat the Cape. It poﬂeﬁ'e!
one fingularity by which it cannet fail of bemn' knowny
which is, that two diftin&t feathers grow out from every
guill. Its flefh; thoygh not the moft tender grained, is

far fiom unacceptable : it refembles, when raw, neclt
I beefs
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beef; and a fide-bone of this bird makes an excellent
dinner for half a dozen. The crow, I think, relithes
equally as well here as the barn fowl in England. I
have fometimes, when on : thooting excurfion, fallen
in with the Black Swan: the extremity of their wings
- are white, and ail the reft of their plumage a bright
black ; its bill, a pale pink, or crimfon: they are of
the fize of the common White Swan, and are a deli-
eate appendage to the table.

A predigious quantity of Bats have made their ap-
pearance during thefe two laft years; they are gene-
rallv feen about Rofe-Hill towards the clofe of the
evening: the head of this Bat very much refembles
that of the Fox; the wings of many of them extend
four feetfrom tip to tip. I have oneof them that will
eat out of the hand, and is as domeftic in the houfe as
a Cat.  Their fmell is rank and offenfive; and nom-
bers having perifhed from the extreme heat of the
weather, and falen into the water about Role-Hill,
rendered it undrinkable for fome days.

There are as many different fpecies of infe&s as of
birds; the Centipedes Spider Ant, and Scorpion; the
generality of thefe vary but little from thofe defcribed:
as‘inhabitants of moft parts between the tropicks : the
Ang poflefles not only the greateft portion of induftry,
but alfo of courage; an infult is never offered them
with impunity : they are of various fizes, from the
common European Ant to near three quarters of an
inch in length, they are alfe of different colours, as
black, white, yellow, and red +~#he moft formidable of

Tnch are the red-coated gcntry whenever it happens
that
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that they are difturbed by any perfon or beaft treading
on their nefts, which are conftructed juft bencath the .
furface, with numberlefs fmall paffages, or outlets,
they fally forth in myriads and attack the ill fated and
unconfcious oifender with aftonifhing intrepidity, and
even continue their purfuit to 2 confiderable diftance;
their bite, if not venomous, is attended with the molt
acute pain for fome time: one fpecies of them build .
their nefts againft a tree, of the fize of a bee-hive ;
another kind raifes mounts of earth with prodigious
indufiry to the height of four feet.

The Spider of this country rearly approaches the Ant in
point of induftry; the fmallefk of thefeare larger than any
I ever faw in England; they {pread their web in the
woods between the trees, generally to the diftance of teur
or a dogen yards, and weave them fo ftrong that fmall
birds are frequently entangled therein, The filk of
which the web is compofed, when wound off in a ball T
think is equal to any I ever faw in the fame ftate from
the filk -worm; it is of the fame colour, a pale yellow, or
ftraw colour ; of Reptiles, there are Snakes from the
fmalleft I have ever feen in England to the length of
eleven feet, and -as thick as a man’s leg; alo lizards of
various kinds and fizes,

A great variety of beautiful plants and flowers abound
in this country; but being unacquainted with.the {cience
of Botany Iam confequently unqualifed to defcant on
their different properties; we find wild fpinach, parfley
and forrel, but net in fufficient quantities to flatter qur-
felves with the hope of deriving any confiderable advan-
tage to the colany therefrom.

13

Exclufive
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Exclufive of the Plantain, Banana, and other tropical
fruits, here are fome peculiar I believe to this country ; ;
that which they call the Mizzabore greatly tefembles
our cherry, its tafte is very infipid, and it varies but
llttlc from another fl‘l.llt, fimilar in its appearance, but
{ometbmg fmaller, and which is alfo found in abundance ;
there is ‘alfo a third fort, which alfo refembles the former
two; though there is fo great a fimilarity between thefe
fruits it is remarkable that the trees which bear them
are of very different kinds and appearance —Thefe ber-
ries have all the fame- infipidity and are held in no eilima-
tion by our, people ; but there is another berry, of about
the fize of a currant, and grows on a tree the leaves of
which are much like the broom: the j juice of this fruit
when ripe is, perhaps, the pureft acid in the world; it
gs cxtremely pleafant to the tafte, and by the faculty held
in great eftimation as a moft powerful antifcorbutic—It
is an excellent acquifition in making tarts, jellies and
other delicacies in the confeltionary and paltry depart-
ment. There is another fpecies of berries, which when
i'ipe, is a clear red, of the fize of 2 currant, and fhaped
Yike a heart; it has a moft pleafang flavour, is 2 ftrong
aftringent, and if pot taken in too great quantities is not
unwholfome, many of the people having eaten of them
very frecly without any pernicious confequence.

Here is alfo a Nut which adts 25 a violent purgative,
and emetic, if eaten unprepared: it muft be foaked fe-
ven or eight days in wafer, taking care that the water be
ehanged every day.—When it has been thoroughly foak-
ed, it is then roafted in theembers; and when done it is
not unlike a chefnut, and very palatable, j

FHAL
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The Small-Pox makes its appearance among the natives
—Dreadful ravages of it—A native Boy and Girl
found labouring under that diforder, taken to the hof=

“pital at Sydney Cove, and cured—Secize a native who
becomes tolerably civilized : token with the Small-Pox
and dies—Gaovernor Philip gets two more of the na-
tives into his® poffeffion—dre treated with the greatef
kindnefs—Their efcape from the Settlement; are Jeen

- by the fifhing parties—The governor defirous of a
reconciliaiion, goes among the natives unarmed— e
interview with Banalong &co—~One of the natives
throws a fpear and dangeroufly wounds the governor.

BOUT a twelvemonth before my arrival, the Small-

Pox made its appearance and occafioned a terris

ble havock among the poor natives. It was truly fhock-

ihg to find the coves of the harbour, which were formerly

thronged with numerous families in tempetuous weather,

now ftrewed with the dead bodies of men, women anrl

children. No veftige of this cruel diforder being vifi-

ble in the countenances of any of the natives, it was rea-

{onab!e to fuppofe they were never before infelted with

it, and of courfe ignorant of the method of treating this

cruel ravaser of the human fpecies, The various atti-

;udes in which the dead bodies were found, afforded

reafon to believe  that when any of them were indifpofed,
* and the diforder affumed the appearance of the fmall-pox,
they were immediately deferted by their friends and left

;6 perith, in their helplefs fituation, for want of fufte-

pance. Some have been found fitting with their heads

fcclmed bctwnn their knees; others were leaning a«ramﬂ:

- @ rack,
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a rock, with their head refting upenit. Two children,
a boy and a girl, the boy about nine, the girl about two
years older, were picked up during the prevalance of,
this diforder, labouring under its dreadful effects. Two old
men, who were fuppofed the fathers of the children were
picked up about the fame time, and carried to the hofpital,
where they were taken all poflible care of ; the men fur-
vived but a fhort time, but the children both recover-
ed, and appeared perfectly fatisfied with. their change of
Jiving.

About this time a'native, who Ifaw frequently at
the governor’s and who was now as perfectly at his
eafe in company as if he had been bred in England,
being ‘decently cloathed, and managing his knife,
fork, cup and fancer with great dexterity, was en-
trapped from his friends. Some officers were fent
down the harbour with two boats for the purpofe of.
feizing any of the natives they could lay their hands
on; the governor having found that no encourage-
ment would induce " them to pay a vifit to the colony
of their own accord: he therefore determined to get
fome of them into his pofleffion, and by kind treat-
ment prevail on them to bring their countrymen to re-
pole more confidence in us—Arabanoo, the name of
the native above alluded to was taken in the follow-
ing manner

Being enticed near to the beach, by the difplay of
various articles calculated to excite his curiofity
and defire, and bufily employed in admiring the pre-
fents that were given him, one of the feamen, fta--
tioned for the purpofe, threw a rope round his neck,

S and



t953)

and, in a moment dragged him to the boat; his crics
brought a number of his friends tothe fkirts of the
wood, from whence they threw feveral fpears but
without effeft. To pourtray the terror and difmay
depicted in the countenance of this poor creature,
would require the hand of an able artift : he believed
he was to be put to inftant death ; but when he was
affured by the officers that hislife was fafe, and they
at the fame time cafting off the rope they had bound
round his neck and fixing it to his leg, treated
him with fo much kindnefs that he gradually became
cheerful. On his arrival atthe governor’s houle he
had an iron fhackle put round his leg to prevent the
poffibility of an efcape; this he was taught tocon-
fider as a Bang Ally, aterm in their language, ufed for
a decoration of any kind; and it was no very difficult
matter to bring him into the belief of this, as it was
nof uncommon to fee fome of the convicls ironed in

the fame manner, as a punifhment for the crimes they
had committed in the colony.

Arabanoo, from the kind treatment he experiencedy
was foon reconciled to his fituation, and the iron be-
coming troublefome, galling his leg, it was taken
off, and he was permitted to go where he pleafed.
The names of the different gentlemen who took
notice of him were foon familiar to him, and he
could call them with great facility—He was a very
good tempered fellow, ef about thirty years of age,

well made, and on the whole not an unhandfome
figure,

The intentions of the governor was however fruf-
trated for & time, poor Arabanoo, ere he could bring
about
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about a good underftanding with his countrymes,
was attacked with the Smaill-Pox, which notwith-
flanding every poffible means was ufed by the faculty
for his recovery, he only lived tiil the crifis of his
diftemper. ;

Frequent indications of hoftilities, as well as the
mifling of feveral of the convi@s, who were fup-
pofed to have been murdered by the natives, made the
governor cxceedingly regret the fate of poor Ara-ba-
noo, who, had he lived, might have prevented much
of this hoftile difpofition towards us, as he would foan
have underftood enough of our language to have com-
municated whatever we defired ; he could have made
them underftand that we wifhed to live with them on
the moft friendly footing, and to promote, as much as
in our power, their comfort and happinefs.

The children had recovered from the {omll pox, and
were perfectly happy in their fituation, but were then
too young to be of fervice in reconciling their cun-
trymen to us ; they very foon underﬁoo'f almoft every
thing that was faid, and could alfo make themfelves
tolerably well underftood ; but the governor was ftill
determined, if poffible, to get a man or two into his
pofleflion, who might be taught enough of the lan<
guage to render them ufeful negociatorss

Accordingly fomie officers and a party of men were
fent on this expedition, ifi an armed boat; they pro-
ceeded to the north fide of the harbour, where they
faw two of the natives walking on the beach: a plan

was foon formed to entice them to converfation; a
few
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fgw ]argt_ filh were held up, aml an oﬂicer who fpoke
fome words of their tonguc, hailed them, wh:ch had
the defired effe&. The men advanced, unarmed, with
much confidence, and readily took the fifh that was
prefented them. Tle boat was lying afloat, and five
or fix feamen on' the beach, nearly furroundmg them ;
when the officer in the boat, obferying the opportu-
nity favoumb!e, made the ﬁgnal to {ecure thcm ;i
an inftant they were tripped up, and tumbled into the
boat, ere they had time to look around, Th'c:y" called
out to their friends the moment they récovered their
rccollcﬁhon, and a confiderable number appt.‘.ared from
the woods, and many fpcars were thrown, onc of_
which piérced throngh the gunwale of the boat : the
party pulled off inftantly, and_the people prefcntmg
their fire-arms, they halted, not daring to venture any
farther attack. The two prifoners were made faft to
the thwarts of the boat on being put on board ; but
havmg got a good diftanice from the fhore, their hands
were loofed, and they were only {ecured by one leg,
When théy were landed at Sydney Cove, the refi-
dence of the governor, many people, prompted by cu-
riofity, went to fec them'; among whom were Araba- |
foo, and Nanbarre, the two children before mention-
¢d: the moment they faw them their eyes fparkled
with joy; they called them by their names; the chil-
dren were alfs known to them ; and by their ealy and
apparently fatishied behaviour tended greatly to' calm
their appréhenfions.

They difcovered that one of the men they had taken
was a chief of the tribe of CangnI named Coalby ;
he was about thirty-five ycnrs of age: the othery

aboit
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about twenty-five, was called Banalong: he was a
fmart, a&ive, good looking young man, of alively,
pleafant difpofition. His fellow prifoner appeared a
check upon the volatile temper of B:ma]ong, who, in
his prefence, was always fedate and grave, and "paid
grcat'deference to him but no fooner 'was Coalby out
as merry and good humoured as though e had been
all his life in the colony They were treated with
the ntmoft Kindnefs; but leaft they fhould attempt an
efcape, they wore each of them an iron on one leg,
with a piece of rope fpliced to it, and a man was or-
dered for each, who was to be refponfible for their fe-
curity. Wherever they went they were accompanicd
by their leaders, holding one end of the rope.

“They had been taken near three weeks, when they
appeated fo well fatisfied with their treatment, that
their keepers began to be under very little apprehen-
fions of their attempting to get from them; this fe-
curity they did not fail to avail themfelves of : ac-
cordingly one evening about dufk, their guards fitting
within the door of their hut, eating their fupper ; Ba-
nalong being alfo in the hut in like manner employ-
ed : Coalby feated without the door, pretending to be
alfo eating his fupper, unfpliced the rope from the
fhackle, leaving the other end faft in the keeper’s hand,
who had not the leaft fufpicion of what was going
forward: he was over the paling of the yard inan
inftant, The noife he made in leaping the paling
roufed thofe within, but too late; the fugitive gained
the wood in fpite of an immediate purfuit, and joined

his friends. Banalong was much more ehecrful after
5 Coalby’s
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Coalby’s departure, which confirmed the conjeiure,
-and the children’s report, that he was a chief, and con-
fequently Banalong ftood jn great awe of him.

This man had feveral names; hut the one he ufual-
ly went by was Banalong : he is a ftout well “made
man, about five feet fix inches high; he is dark black,
large featured, and hasa flat nefe; his hair is the fame
as the Africans, but very coarfe and ftrong; he'is
very good humoured, of a lively and pleafant difpofi-
tion, and feldom angry at any jokes that are pafled on
him: he readily imitates the actions and geftures of
every perfon in the governor’s family, and generally
fits at table with the governor, whom he calls Besuga,
or father, and he, in return, calls him Doorowd, or {on :
he is vnder no refiraint, nor does he appear aukward
in eating ; and confidering the favage ftate from which
he has fo recently emerged, he may be deemed a polite
man, as he performs the ceremonies of bowing, drink-
ing healths, returning thanks, &c. with the moft feru-
pulons exa&nefs. He is very fond of wine, but can-
not bear the fmell of fpitits, although they have often
tried to deccive him, by mixing very weak rum or
brandy and water, and giving it him for wine and wa-
ter, but he inftantly difcovers the deception, and is
very angry on thefe cecafions: he' generally accompa-
nies the governor in liis wnlks, who, to infpire him
with confidence, always talTes off Liis fmall fword, and
puts it on him, and he is much Eleaﬁ:d at this mark of
diftinction, His drefs is a_jacket, mide of coarfe red
kerley, and a pair of trowfers; but on Sundays he is
drefled in nankeen. “The governor’s reafon for mak-

ng him wear -the thick kerfey is. that he may be fo
xa SRR feibie
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{cn,ﬁb e of cold as not to be able to go w:thout cloathsa
He fings when afked, but in general his fongs are of
the mournful ftrain; he keeps time by throwing h:s
arms backward and forward. Whenever defir red to
dance, hc does it wnh the utmoﬁ rcadmefs ; his gef-
tures at ﬁrﬂ afe very ﬂow, and regul..ted by a ]ow dif-
mal tune, wh:ch qmckehs as the dance advances, till
at length he throws hx;nfclf into thc moﬂ: violent at-
titudes, Ihakmg his ' arms, :md ﬁnkmg thc ground,

with great force, which ives him the agpcarancc of
a madman. It is very probablc thnt this part of t‘a-
dance is ufed as a kind of deﬁance, as all the natives
which were fecn when the governor firf} landed at
Port _Izu.kfon, a.lways accompanied this fort of dance
to their vomfer:mons of « TVaroa, Ffarao g tt Go
“ away,Goaway.”

The kind treatment, and air of f'atlsfaéhon which
Banalong mamfe{‘tcd for the fp.lcc of a year aftcr
Coalby s ﬂlg.lt, dctenmned the governor to truﬂ: him
with his liberty. Accordmgly the fhackle was takcn
from hrs legy nor did he in the Ieaﬁ: feem dlfpofed to
leave ;bc goyernar’s 38 houfe, or defert his new “friends
he contjnued this behav:our with great fucccfs for fe-
veral days, {o that no perfon had the leaft fufpicion of
his lcavmg the colony - he, howevcr, one evcnmg,
Juﬁ as it was d’ark ftripped himfelf, and léaving the
cloaths that had bccn glven hun behmd beat hls
mryrch into t‘m woods.

Both he and Co:llby were frequenﬂy feen by the
bonts cmplmcc‘ in fithing, and would even converfe
-m{h t!u pcop!e, who earncﬁly mvrtcd them to fre-
tuig

1
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gurn to Sydaey; but no entreatics could prcva:l on
zhem to aceept the invitation.

The governor having received information that they
were feen in a cove at the entrance of the harbour,
he went thither, attended by feveral of the officers,
but they were all unarmed, which ill-judged piece of
confidence had like to have proved fatal to the gor
vernor. . The particulars of this expedition were re-
lated to me nearly as follows:

The governor, with fome of the gentlemen of the
colony, went down to the month of the harbour, in
order to pitch on a fpot proper to erect a landmark,
to enable ftrangers the more readily to afcertain the
harbour’s mouth when at fea ; on' their retyrp they
were met by a boat, which had juft landed a party of
officers, who intended to take a furvey of the fhore as
far as Broken bay : thecox{wain of the boat informed
the governor, that one of the party (Mr. White, the
furgeon) had feen Coalby and Banalong, and bad had
fome converfation with them; that they enquired af-
ter every perfon they had any knowledge of in the
colony, and particularly the governor, apd that they
faid they would go wp to Sydncy if he would come
for them.

In confequence of this informatipn, his excellepcy
returned to the Cove, got fome few prefents for them,
which he {uppofed wounld be acceprable; he alfo or-
F]grgd four m[ufq_uets intg. the boat, and im_mediarely
yepaired to the {pot where thefe men had been feen:
When they arrived at the place, they found a number

of
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of the natives fitting round a fire, and near them lay
the remains of a dead whale,; which had been thrown
afhore in a hard gale, and on which they had been
heartily: fealting.  As foon as they were within hail,
the governor ftood up in the boat, and called for Ba-
malong, ‘and in their language' afked where he was,
Banalong inflantly anfwered, ¢ Here I am.” His
excellency then faid, ¢ I am the governor, your fa-
ther ; which title he always gave the governor when
he was at Sydney. After defiring two gentlemen to
remain in the boat, and to have the mufquers ready,
wpon examining which, two were found unprovided
with flints, his excellency landed, and walked towards
them with his arms extended, to fhew them hLe was
wnarmed, and that they might be be under no appre-
henfions for ‘their fafety : they appeared very back-
ward in coming to a nearer conference ; ‘however he
continued approaching them till he entered the wood ;
one of ‘them, poffeffed of more affurance than his
comrades, after frequently repeating the words ¢ Go-
vernor, father,” ventured to thake hands in a friendly
manner.  His excellency then returned to the boat,
and ordered one of the people to bring fome wine,
beef, bread, and a jacket or two which had. been
brought on purpofe, and returned to them with thefe
prefents.  On his fhewing a bottle, one of them called
out, ¢ Wine!l wine?” two of them immediately ad-
vanced, took the things, and drank ‘a little of the
wine ; the governor alfo gave thém two or three
knives; he then returned to the boat, and told the
gentlemen that remained in her that he had not feen
either Coalby or Banalong. and that his mind was not
altogether fatished with regard to their pacific inten-
' gions ;
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tions; at the fame time defiring them to flay by he
boat, and give a good look, and be ready in cafe of,
alarm. - He then went towards them, accompanied by
captain Collins.  The officer in. the boat frequently
heard one of the natives call to Banalong, and ac-
quaint him with the obfervations he made upon thofe
who were in the boat, which was kept-afloat npenher
oars; ‘prefently after one of the people came down
from the governor, and acquainted ‘Mr. Waterhoule,
the officer left in the boat, that both Coalby and Ba-
nalong were among them, had afked for him, and that
governor Philip defired he would join them. He im-
mediately accompanied the meflenger to the governor,
whom he found, with captain Collins, in clofe conver-
fation with two of the natives, who were unarmed :
Mr, Waterhoufe went up, but did not recognize Bana-
long till he was pointed out to him, fo much was he
altertd ; nor could he then perfuade himfelf that it
was the fame. On the'queftion being repeatedly afk-
ed, where was Banalong, he grew rather impatient,
and was going off; however a bottle being ' fhewn
him, and being afked the name of it, he readily an-
fwered,  The king i having obferved, when at the
governor’s houfe, his majelty’s health drank in the
firft glafs after dinner, and ‘had been taught to repeat
the word before he drank his own glafs; he imagined:
the liquor was called the king; and when heafter-
wards came to know it was'wine, yet he would:fre-
quently call it king. © This convinced'the gentlemen’
that it was no other than' their old acquaintance 'Ba-
nalong ; and every method was tried to induce him to’
godown to the boat’; -bat he always rétired when any
one approached nearer thab he wiflied, forthat they

gradually
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gradually got out of fight of the boat, when about
dozen of the natives placing themf{elves in a fitnation’
to prevent any furprize, Banalong and Coalby came
among the gentlemen, and afked various quettions rela-
tive to different tranfadtions which had occurred at the
fettlement during their refidence there: Banalong
took Mr. Waterhoufe round the neck, Coatby thook
them all:by the hand ; a jacket being préfented to him
he was puzzle how to put it on, and begged one of the
gentlemen to do it for him: Banalong had a very fine
fpear in his hand,; which the governor afked him for,
but he would not part with it. During all this time
the moft perfe@ harmony and friendfhip feemed tor
{ubfift among the whole party; but the governor, per-
ceiving upwards of twenty of them clofing round hiy
party, propofed returning to the boat, telling Bamalong
that he wauld fhortly return; and bring him and
Coalby 2 couple of hatchets, which pleafed them ex<
tremely. The governer then went down to the beachy
and the officers left in the boat came on fhore; the
boat’s crew with the arms remained in the boat: ag
the natives, by continuing their pofition, indicated fomne
remaining {ymptoms of diftrult, his exccllency was
afraid of alarming them. Banalong was very cheer-
ful, and appeared tranfported at the fight of fo many
of his dear friends, as he termed them; inceffantly
fhaking hands all round. He pointed out a {mall fire
near them, and faid he would fleep there till their re-
turn. They were very merry on their efcape, and
told them how Coalby got rid of the fhackle by which'
he had been fecured when at the fettlement, and that
if they had meant to keep them, they fhould never
* Nangora,”—Fall afleep: in
The



: t 85 )

The goveinor and his party now began fo mriove tos
wards the boat, when a ftout native, who had been
feen flanding at a diftance, approached; at firlt he
fhewed ftrong indications of fear, which foon fubfided
on his being treated in the fame familiar friendly man-
ner as Coalby and Banaleng, dnd he becanic tolerably
converfable. He fhewed a wound which hie had re-
ceived in the back with a fpear; this alfo put Bana-
long upon fhewing that he had alfo been wounded in
different parts of the body fince he guitted the fettle~
ment ; one was through the left arm, made with 4
fpear; another dangerous one over the left eye, not
healed : thefe wounds; he faid; were received in a ren=
counter with a neighbouring tribe near Botany Bay.

The party fill proceeding towards the beach, were
detained by Banalong, who continued teazing them
about the hatchets that were to be fent himi; and he
pointed oat the ftout native, who had retired abouf
thirty yards diftance, whom he appeared anxicus
fhould be noticed: the governor advanced towards
him, and upon the favage indicating that he would
not be approached, he laid down his fword, fill going
forward with extended arms; to affure him he was un=
armed.

As the governor diew near, the native feized a fpeat
that lay concealed in the grafs, fixed it in his throws
ing ftick, and for fom¢ moments appeared to ftand en
his defence. There beinig not the leaft reafon té fup-
pofc he would throw it without provocation, his ex<
L cetlency
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cellency continued to advance, calling out ¢ Werer,
Heree,” a term ufed by them when they wifh a thing
not to be done which difpleales them : notwithftand-
ing which the native difcharged the fpear with fur-
prizing velocity, and immediately ran off. 1In their
getreat to the wocds many {pears were thrown, but the
enly one which took effelt was' unfortunately the
firft, which ftruck our much loved governor: it en-
tered his right fhoulder juft above the collar boue, and
came out beliind, about three inches lower under the
blade bone. -

The gentlemen near the governor concluded he
was mortally wounded, and feared, from the num-
ber of armed men that began to fhew themftlves
from the woods, that it would be impradticable
for them to reach the boat. TFhe governor, hold-

“ing up the fpear, which trailed’ on the ground,
endeavoured to make his way to the beach, but
its great length frequently flopped him; in this
fitnation he defired fome one to endeavour if poffible
to draw the f{pear out of his body, but it being barbed,
it was found impracticable ;. they then with great dif-
ficulty broke it, and difembarraffed him from the great-
er part; he then drew a piftol from his pocket, and dif-
charged it at them, who, from the apprehenfion of
there being more fire-arms among the party, kept a
refpeétful diftance ; and the governor, earried between
two of the people, reached the boat without any
farther moleftation.

Immmediately after their arrival at Sydney, the far-
geon was fent for, Mr, Balmain, the firfk who asri-
' ved
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ved at the governor’s houfe, after examining the
wound, relieved every body frem the moft painful fufs
penfe, by affuring them, that alarming as the fituation
of the governor might appear, he did not apprehend
any fatal confequences from it : he extracted the point
of the fpear, drefled the wound, and, to the admira-
tion of every body, in fix weeks he was enabled ta
£v abgut,

L2 ' CHAP,
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A fhooting party fall in with fome of the natives, whe
give information of the man who fpeared the govers
nor—Araboo wants to be marrigd—=QGovernor Phillip,
bas_an intgrviews with Banalong, and makes bim fome
prefentsy, Baraugaroo his wife introduced—A fecond
intevview ; Banalong prevailed on to wifit the fetile-
ment—Curious bebaviour of his wife on the occafion,
vepeats his vifit with feveral gf the natives—Friend-
&y intercourfe with the natives ¢flablifbed— Banalong's
extroordinary behaviour to a native girh

OVERNOR Philip fiill defirous of being re-
X conciled with the natives, did not harbour any
refentment towards them on account of the late
tranfaction, which he conftrued to have proceeded
from a fudden impulfc of fear rather than treachery,
and had given the neceffary dire&ions that none of
them fhould be firedat, or any ways molefted, une
lefs they provoked it by the throwmg of Ipears or
other hoftilities.

Nanbarre, the boy, who had now bécame a tolera-
ble interpreter, attending fome of the . officers, who
were on a fhooting excurfion, near the fpot where
the accident to the governor had happened, a number
@f natives appeared on an eminence at a (hort diffance ;
being afled who it was that threw the fpear at the
governor, they named a man of the tribe who dwelt tg
the Northward; that hisname was Carrigal. Nan-
bg‘:";L, wag alfo defirgd to cpqm;c after Banalong and

Eoalby
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Coalby, when they pointed to fome people at a dif-
tance—Qne of whom threw a {pear at an officer who
afked for it; but evidently with no milchievous
defign, as he took care it fe]l where nobody was

fanding.

The girl Abaroo was in the boat, and pointing to
one of the patives f{aid it was her father, and was ve-
ry defirous of going with them; fhe had arrived at.
an age when her inclination began to tend toward
the other fex, and with great naiveté and innocence
told the officers that fhe wanted to be married—As
the had no oppportunity of a connetion of that
kind in the clergyman’s houfe where fhe dwelt, and
it would be a diffcult matter to keep her againft her
will, it was judged moft prudent to permit her to go
where fhe pleafed, and fhe was told that as {oon as
fome new cloaths could be made for her, fhe fhould
take them with her, with which affurances fhe was
perfelly fatisfied to flay fome time longer ; during
which great pains were taken to inftruét her in Eng-
lifh, that fhe might be enabled to explain our inten-
tions towards her countrymen,

The governor being fufficiently recovered to ven-
ture in a boat, wentto the place where Banalong
and his wife- lived—he found feveral nativeson the
fpot, who told him that they were out a fithing,
Araboo was in the boat, and her father being among
them, a hatchet and fome fifh were given him, and
he gave the governor a fhort {pear in return ; as the
boat was puthing from the fhore they perceived four
ganoes paddling towards them, in the foremoftthey
Pcrcaivc:d Banalong; the boat ghen Jay too on her

oars
.
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oars, and they landed from the canoes; as {oom as
Banalong had fecured Lis, he approached the boat,
solding up his hands to thew he was unarmed.

Upcen which the party landed from the beat, and
he very readily joined them ; he afked the governor
where he was wounded, and faid that he had quar-
relled with and beat the man who had wounded him—
being told that he would be killed if he was canghit,
he feemed no. ways concerned, but defired it might
be done—feveral prefents were made him, and he
wanted fome alfe for his wife; but being told that
if fhe wanted them fhe muft come and fetch them
hetfelf~in about half an heur fhe made her appear-
ance ; fhe was called Barangaroo and appeared older
than him; a petticoat and feveral little prefents were
given to the 1adv, and a red jacket with a filver epaua
Jet, which Bamlonw ufed to wear when at the fettle-
ment, were given him, which delighted him exceed-
ingly; he was afked if he would come and dine with
the governor the next day, to which hereadily affents
ed, and faid that he would bring his wife and fome
fricnds with hiun,

Notwithftanding Banalong did not vifit the go-
vernor according to his promife, he frequently joined
the different parties he fell in with, although they
were well armed, and would without the leaft tear
go to the long boat, though he always faw mufquets
in her: his wife was generally with him in the canoe,
and he intimated that he ftiil intended paying the
governor a vifit, but his fufpicion of being detained
apparently had not heen entirely done away; hows

gver the governor d!d not choofe g take him 3 fecond
time
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‘time by force; as he flill entertained hopes that he
would be foon reconciled to pafs fome of his time at
Sydney, whcli he could be affured of béing his own
mafter, to go and come when he pleafed.

At length his excellency’s withes were accomplifh-
ed; as he was going to Paramatta, a native was feen
ﬂnnding on one of the points of land, and as they
towed paft him he was afked where Banalong was,
when he pointed to an ifland called Memill, to which
they rowed; as they drew near the rocks he came
down to the boat accompanied by his wite, without
the leaft figns of fear or diftruft. They greedily
took fome bread that was given them, and the boat
‘foon after pufhed off and left them: from the con-
fidence now evinced by this man, there was little
doubt but he wonld fhortly truft himfelf at Sydney.
Accordingly a few days after, as the governor was paf-
fing in his boat, Banalang called to him repeatedly from
the oppofite fhore where he was with fome of the
officers; and the furgeon, in whom he placed great
confidence, perfaaded him to go over to the governor;
he took three natives with him, who wese exceed-
ingly pleafed with the prefents made them. It feems
that Banalong’s wife oppofed his coming, and find-
ing her tears and entreaties of no avail, flew into-a
violeat paffion, and broke a very fine fith-gig of
her lfband’s for which fhe would have received a
hearty drubbing had it not been for the interference
of the Surgeon, who took thiem back to their refi-

dence on the North fhore.

Banalong
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Banalong appeared quite at his eafe and not under
the leaft apprehenfion of being detained; he promifed
when he went away to bring his wife over, which
he did two days afterward, accompanied by her fif-
ter and two other natives; they were followed by a
third—Blankets and cloathing were given them and
cach as much fith as they could eat, Banalong
dined with the governor, and drank his wine and
coffee as formerly—his excellency bought a fpear of
onc of them, and gave them to underfland, that
fpears, lines, birds, orany thing they brought fhould
always be purchafed; and at the fame time promif-
ed him a fhield, for which he was to bring a fpear
in return—The next day a large party came over
for the fhield, but it was not finifhed ; two of thefe
men were owned by Araboo, as her brothers, and for
whom fhe procured two hatchets, the moft defirable
prefent that can be given them—DBanalong came the
next day for his prefent ; feveral of his comrades who
accompanied him went away in a fhort time, but
he ftzid todinner, and left Sydney Cove, highly de«
lighted with his fhield, which being made of a
good fubftantial hide and covered with tin, was
likely to refift the firoke of a fpear. It being late
in the afternoon before he thought of returning, his.
wife and fifter, with two men come over in their
canoes to fetch him, -

The girl who had been near eightec& months in
the colony with the clergyman’s wife, was fo im-
patient to get away that atlaft it was confented to
and the" very next day after fhe had left the fettle-

et



{933

tnent fhe was feen in the canoe naked, however fhe
put on her petticoat before fhe joined the clergyman
and fome others wlio went to vifit her : fhe appear-
ed much pleafed with her liberty, and the boy Nari-
bara, who was of the party, wifhed to ftay with
the natives all night; he was accordingly left behind,
but the next morning returned to the fettlement, and
Baving fared but indifferently did not feem inclined
to repéat his vifit.

The natives now vifited the cofony daily ; one
morning Banalong came very early and breakfafted
with the governor, and on taking his leave told him
he was going a great way off, but fhould return in
three days with two young men who were with him;
and it was conjectured that they were going to fight
with fome other tiibe,

When Baha]orig returned from his expedition, he
immediately waited o the governor, with whom
he dined according to cufiom: after dinuer he re-
iated the caufe of his abfence; that he had been to
fight a man who had formerly wounded him; he
faid his fhield was a good one. and that his {pear had
pierced the fhield and arm of his antagonift; he al-
fo faid that the people he had been to fight with had
killed one of the convis, who had been fome time
miffing,

Governor Philip conjeurad that the women were
not treated thh the greateft deference, in which
conjelture

M
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conjeCture he was certainly not much miftaker
for Bainalong frequently beat his wife with great fe«
verity, although he profeffed great affeGtion for her.
He was often told that it was wrong and unmanly tor
beat a woman; but he enly laughed at thefe remon-
firances, and continued daily to vifit the fettlement,
with his wife, children, and half a dozen of his
friends ;- Coalby was generally one of the party.

Banalong, with his wife and children, now lived i
a hut which the governor had built for them on the
eaftern point of the cove ; they conftantly had a nums
ber of vifitors many of whom came daily to the fet=
tlement; and all of them becoming very fond of
bread, which they got in exchange for any triffling ar<
ticles they brought, they foon found the advantage of
coming amongft the fettlers.

It had hitherto been the cpinion that the cuftom of
lofing the front teeth was confined to thie men, but a
woman was alfo feen with the fame mark, and two of
them had the bottom of the griftle which parts the
noftrils perforated ; one of them was Barangaroo, the
wife of-Banalong, who never confidered herfelf dreffed
but when her pofe- was dilated with a fmall fick,
thruoft through the {eptum or griftle of the noftrils.
She is very ftrait and well formed, her features well
proportioned and pleafing, and, though fhe goes en~
tirely naked; there is fuch an air of innoeence about
her that cloathing fearce feems neceffary.

Araboo, the native girl, returned to the colony, af-
ter a few weeks abfence, with fome officers who hadl
' been
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®een down the harbour, and feemed perfe@ly happv in
the opportunity of getting from the party fhe had
been with.  She faid that fhe had lived three days
with the young man fhe wifhed to marry, but that he
had another wife, who was jealous of her, and had
beat her; indeed evident wmarks of ill ufage appaared
about her head, which was {o much hurt that the was
put under the furgeon®shands.  Her favorite, it feems,
had taken her part, and beat his.wife in return; but
matrimonial fquaﬁbles, which are always fettled by the
exercife of the cudgel, are very frequent, and the wo-
men in general treated very roughly,

Sixteen of the natives paid a vifit to the governor
one morning, and were regaled with fith for breakfait,
te which they fat down in the yard in.the vtmoft good
humour: thofe who had not been there before were
highly delighted with the novelties that {urrounded
them.  Banalong, who had been abfent for fome days,
was of this party, and brought his wife with him; fhe
appeared very ill, and bad a freth wound on her head,
which he g'avc the governor to underftand was becaufe
fhe had behaved ill, and in her il hemour had broken
a filk-gig and a throwing-ftick. The governor again
reafoned with him on the fubject of beating his wife,
but to no effect ; he faid the was wicked, and therefors
he had beaten her. When they had finifhed their
breakfafts, his wife and another' woman, a ftranger,
who had alfo been wounded by fome of the men,
went to the {urgeon to have their heads drefled ; when
they returned, Banalong miffing the governor, enquir-
ed for him, and faid that he wanted to fee him; upon
wwhich he was taken to his excellency, who was writ~
g ' M s En ing,
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ing. Banalong feated himfelf, and appeared very much
out of humour, frf'quently faying that he was going
to beat a woman with a hatchet, which he held in his
hand ; it was unpoﬂﬁble to divert him from his purpnfc,‘
and, after fome cnmerfat_xon, he was gaing to take his
leave, excufing himfelf from dining with his excel-
lency, ashe was going to beat the woman mpon which
the governor mﬁﬁed on accompanying him ; he mads’
no objedlion to the propofal, though he was told that
he would not be perm:tted to beat the woman. Thej
fet off for the hut, the governor ordermg a ferjeant
and a couple of marines to attend him, and the j ]uuge
advocate coming in at the time, went with them,

Though Banalong had faid he would kill the wo-
man when they were endeavouring to perfuatle him
not to heat her, it was not iuppofcd that he harboured
any fuch mtent:on, nor was it thnught ‘there would
be much trouble to prevent his bmnng her but left
he fhould in his paflion firike her with thc hatchet,
which miglit be fatal to her, it was taken from hlm
before they got to the hut, and, as he appeared rcluc-—
tantly to part with it, the governor gave him hl$
cane; but his menaces and countemance made them
believe even that too dangerous a weapon to truft hm}
with, :md it was accon.uwly taken from him.

When they came to the hut they found feveral
men, women, and children affembled ; and notw:th-
ftanding governor Ph:ll[‘ endeavonred to ﬁngl‘c out the
phject of Banalong’s a;hfph,afure, whom he was deter»
mined on prote&mg. the furious favage fejzed a wood-
qm fworcl, apd d.zrtcd on his victim, a fmc girl of

abouy
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about fifteen, who, on [ecing him coming had hid her
face in the grafs; he firuck her feveral blows on the
head before the weapon could be wrefted from him ; he
then feized a hatchet, but was prevented doing any
farther mifchief.

The fury which took poffeffion of him when he
found himfelf prevented from beating the girl is in-
defcribeable; the poor creature lay trembling in the
grafs, not daring to ftir, and in momenary expeélation
of being put to death : he had got another fword, and
was preparing to repeat his violence, but was laid hold
hold of by the judge-advocate and the ferjeant. The
fracas being obferved by the officers on l__)bard the Sup-
ply, they inflantly went on {hore armed, and took the
poor girl, without any oppofition from the natives,
who had all armed themfelves the moment they faw
the governor and his party interfere,

When the hoat had taken the girl on board the
Supply, the party retuyrned to the governoi’s houfe,
where they were joined by feveral of the natives;
Banalong was of the number: after fome time his paf-
fion fubfided, and he grew calm. He was then given
to underfland that the governor was very angry with
Lim for endeavouring to kill a woman; that it was a
cowardly and unmanly a&tion, and fhould it be known
that he did kill her, or even beat her any more, he
thould be put to death himfelf; but ghreats had no
greater effe® op him than entreaties, and he com-
plained bitterly of the injury done him by depriving
him of his viGtim ; faying, that fhe was his, that hep
lfa,thgr had wounded him over the eye, that the was of

: a wicked -
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a wicked tribe, and that they fhould fee he would kill
her. When he was talked to by the judge advocate,
and told that if he killed the girl the governor would kill
him, he pointed with his fore-finger to the parts of the
fiead, breaf}, and arms, where he faid he would wound her
before he cut her head off; in this refolution he returned
home, and the gjrl was brought from " the Supply to the
governor’s, accompanied by a young man whom Bana-
long had defired to remain with her, The attention paid
her by this young native made every body conclude he
was her hufband, though he had not been feen to mur-
mur or exprefs any figns of difatistaltion when her life
was in dangcr_.

Two days after Banalong. returned to Sydney, appa-
- rently in great good humour ; he faid he would not beat
the girl any more, but that he had been obliged again to
chaftife his wife, and had wounded her on the head, and
that he had received'a wound on the fhoulder frema club
in return. On being told to go to the hofpital to have
it drefled, as well as bis wife’s head, he refufed, faying,
that the furgeon would kill him, and that he was afraid
of fleeping in his hut, left he fhould fhoot him in the
night: theugh, to fhew he was not afraid of meeting him
openly, he went once or twice into the room where he
had left his fpear, brought it, and fhook it by way of de-
fiance. Governor Philip aflured him that no harm was
intended him, unlefs he killed the girly or threw fpears at
the Englith. As foon as he was fatisfied that the furgeon
was {tiil his friend, he agreed to go to him for a plaifter fog
his fhoulder; but his excellency, defirous of being pre-
fent at their meeting, fent for Mr, White ; Banalong re=
ecived him as ufual, giving him part of what he was eate

-
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ing, and went with him to the hofpital ; after which he
went to his houfe, and the girl being there againft whome
he had lately been fo incenfed, he took her by the hand,
and fpoke to her in a friendly manner. Barangaroo, who
was prefent, was fo exafperated at her hufband’s atten-
tion to the girl, that it was with great difficaity the could
be prevented from doing hér a mifchief with a club flie
had fnatched from one of the by-flanders; nor did Bana=
long feem difpofed to prevent her, till defired by Mr,
Whitey when: he gave her a found flap' on the face: fhe
not being: able to vent her paffion on the girl, burll into’
tears, and weat to the governor’s ; the girl was taken
there for greater fecurity, and was followed by feveral
men.

Governor Philipordered her to be put in'a room occus
pied by one of his maid fervants,at which Banalong (cem~
ed greatly plealed, and begged him to let the fame young
man ftay with her; in the mean time his wife grew quite
outrageous, and ufed many threats; fhe had got her huls
band’s fpears, which fhe would not part with, till forced
from her by one of the foldiersy from whom Banaleng
wanted to take them, faying he would give them to the
governor himfelf; upon which they were delivered tor
him, and he immediately gave them as he promifed; beg=
ging that they might be lodged in the houfe: this thewed
he placed fonte confidence in- governor Philip;: notwith=
ftanding he was very viclent againft thofe who- prevented
Bim entering the houfe, and threatened to knock them
down with his club, though 2 file of foldiers was drawn
up in the yard, and he knew that they had orders to fire
on the leaft violence being. offered. One of the nativesy
wiho was generally his companion, feemed ready to {up-

port
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port him in any attempt he might be difpofed to make.
“T'hey were all turned out of the yard except Banalong—
Barangaroo was alfo turned out with the reft—but he
ftaid dinnew and behaved with as much indifference as if
nothing had happened. In the evening, when they were’
going, an unexpeled fcene took place ; the native who
had remained with the girl would ftay no longer, and the
girl forced her way out of the room to go with Banalong;
fhe was brought back, and told {he would be beat if fhe
went with him ; but he faid he would beat her no morey
and begged fhe might be permitted to accompany him :
that Barangaroo would be reconciled to her, as her pafa
fion was over, and fhe was now very good.

The governor was fully perfuaded that Banalong would
keep his word, but the general opinion was againft him,
and that the girl would be facrificed ; but the next morn-
ing he returned to dinner, and faid he bad {ent her to her
friends, which was afterwards confirmed. How he got
this girl into his pofleffion could never be learnt; fhe ap-
peared about fifteen, and when fhe went away her wounds
were in a fair way of doing well ; fortunately for her the
weapon Bunalong firft caught hold of was a boy’s wood-
en {word, and made of very light wood; but.they pay
little attention to wounds, and even thofe which have been
deemed dangerous by the furgeons, do not feent to require
the common attention of clofing and keeping them clean ;
which fhews that they muft be of an excellent habit of
body. :

CHAP,
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CH AP XIV.

The governor gors to Paramatta, is accompanied by Bana=
long—Stop by the way to take up bis wife, who refufis
to go, and prevails on ber hufband to quit the boat— Fall
in with a party lamenting toe death of a brother killed
by the Camaragals—The natives very alert in faving
a boat that had been taken away by fome conviél de-
fertersy and caft-on the rocks in bad weather— Banaling
again prevented from accompanying the governor by his
wife—His excellency’s gamekeeper mortally wounded by
the natrves—A firong party [ent out to punifb the of=

Jonders— Banalong plunders fome of the fifhing-boats==
Lis bebaviour on being accufed of the theft.

HORTLY after, the governor having occafion to

vifit Paramatta, Banalong faid he would accompany
him ; accordingly they {ct out, and flopped at the poinr,
in order to take his wife into the beat, but fhe refufed,
and alfo perfuaded him to change his mind.  On his ex-
cellency’s return to Sydney, he was teld that this party
had been lamenting the lofs of a brother, who had been
killed by one of the Camaragals ; the women cried vio~
lently, but their grief was of no leng duration; and Ba-
palong went away with .the officers, who, hearing the
cries of women, had gone to the hut to Jearn the caufe.
As they proceeded down the harbour, lookin g after a fmall
boat that had been loft with five conviéls, he begged them
to land him on the north fhore, in order, it was ﬁlppoﬁ:a,
to colle¢t his friends, to go and revenge his brother’s
death, They found the wreck of the boat, and one of the
bodies : and being feen under fail whea itblew a galeof

N wind
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wind, it was fuppofed that the people were ignorant of the
management of her, and fhe bad been driven afhcrc
among the rocks. The natives were very alert in faving
:the oars and other articles that were driven afhore, and
Coalby exeited himfelf greatly on the occafion, and faved
the feine which was entangled among the rocks, for
which he was rewarded with fome cloaths, and a couple
of blankets ; the reft of them had alfo fome fmall prefent;
but let you cloath thefe p::bpl;: ever fo well, they general-
ly return naked the next day; for of all the things that
had been given to Banalong, very little remained in his
pofieflion; he had, he faid, fent his thic!d, and moﬂ: of his
cloaths, a long way off; but whether he had glven them

away, fold, or loft them, was equally ur_xccmm.

The governor had bailt a fmall houfe at Paramatta,
(the one I now occupy) and was going to remain there
fome tine, when feveral of the natives were defirons of
accompanying hin, among whom were Banalong and
Coalby. His excellency took three of them in his boat;
but Bannlong going to fetch bis cloak, was detained by
his wife ; butas they were geing out of the cove he ap-
peared on the rocks, and got into the boat, in fpite of her
threats and entreaties. No fooner was the boat put off,
than fhe went to her canoe, which was 2 new one, and
ftove ity and breaking the paddles, threw them into the
water ; fhe then went to the hut, probably with the in-
tent of committing more mifchief, Banalong endeavour-
ed to pacify her, te]lmg her he woyld not be more than
one day abfent ; but all would not do, and he was put on
There. ihc party then proceeded to Rofe-Hill, with
Cﬁby and two other natives, none ¢f whom ever open
c;l thcxr lips during the nltcrcatlon. indeed they are nevgr
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knowh to intetferé in any difpute which does fiot imme-
diately concern themfelves.

The natives flept that night at Paramatts, and thotigh
they wanted for nothing, yet the next morning were very
anxious of returning; a boat was accordingly fent down
with them, by the return of whicn it was genefally ex-
pected that news would be received of Mrs. Barangaroo’s
being again under the hands of the furgeon for her freaks;
but, to the furprize of every body, the next day they
both made their appearance, and it féemied that he had
not beaten her: whether he had withheld the ufual cor-
rection from - what hadﬁieen formerly faid to him by the
governdr, or from fome other caufe, could not be difco-
vered; however a reconciliation had taken place, and they
both dined with his excellency, in great good humour.
Every thing they defired was given them ; but no fooner
was the dinner ended than the lady withed to return, and
Banalong {uid fhe would cry if they detained her, fo that
they were obliged to fend a boat down in the evening
with them.

On the return of the governor to Sydney, he learnt
that his gamekeeper had been dangeroully wounded by the
natives with a fpear. It appeared that he went out with
three others, one of whom was 2 {erjeanty and in the heat
of the day they retired to a hut they had made with’
boughs, and laid down to fleep. One of them waking,
beard a noile in the buthes which he fuppofed to be fome
animal ; but, on waking his comrades, and cominy out of
the hut, four. natives ftarted up from among the bulhes,
and ran away with all their fpeed ; the gamekeeper, thin'~
ing he knew one of them, who had been at Sydnev, fol-
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Jowed them without his gun, notwithftanding pofitive or-
ders had been given for no one to truft himiclf with the
natives unarmed, calling on them to ftop, and he would
give them fome bread; and obferving one who followed
him to have a gun in his hand, defired him to lay it down,
as it only frightened the nativesyand they would do them
no harm: he had now advanced about fifty yards before
his companions, and was not ten paces from one of the
natives, who ftopped fhort, and finding they were unarm-
ed, fixed his fpear on the throwing-ftick in a moment,
and threw it at the man neareft him ; it entered his left
fide, and penetrated the lower lobe of thelungs: it was
barbed, and confequently could not be extracted till a
a fupperation took place.- Immediately after throwing

the fpear, the native fled into the woods, and was {een no
niore,.

They were eleven miles from Sydney when this
sccident happened, and it was with the greateft dit-
ficulty that the wounded man could be broughtto
the fettlement, Being queftioned whether he had
provoked the natives to this viclence, he defired
to have the clergyman fent for, to whom he con-
fefled he had been a very bad man; but at the fame
time declared that he had never killed or wounded
any native, except once; when having had a fpear
thrown ‘at him, he difcharged his piece, loaded with
fmall fhot, and wounded the man that threw the
fpear; this declaration added to the teftimony of
thofe who were with him, left no room to doubt
but that the native had the taken. advantage of his
being unarmed.,

Banalong
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‘Banalong and’ Araboo repeatedly faid that it was
the tribes which lived absur Botany Bay who threw
the {pears, and killed the white men, yet as it was
evident that they gencrally received fome provoeation
from our pecople, the governor was loth to proceed
to extremities whilft there was any poffibility of
avoiding it; efpecially as he had been at fo much
trouble in bringing them to repofe fome confidence
in him; ‘and a good underftanding with them was
eflentially neceflary to the happinefs and profperity of
the coleny.

Many of the natives now daily vifited the fettle-
ment and were all well received; it was no unufual
thing for the mothers to leave their children behind
them for feveral days, without ever enquiring after
them; and if any of them were going where the
children' would be am incumbrance they made no
fcruple of leaving them at Sydney; Banalong Coal-
by and two or three others took  up their quarters
there four days in a week, and all joined in the fame
flory, and defired ‘thofe natives might be killed who
threw the fpears; but governor Philip had his fuf--
picions that there was a great deal of art and cun-
ning in Banalong; he had lately been feen among
thofe people he now wifhed to be killed, where he
faid they danced, and that one of them had fung a
fong i praife of his' houfe, the governor and the
‘white ‘men at Sydney; and he faid thofe people
would throw no more fpears, as they were now all
friends ; this was but a few daysalter he was fofolicit~
eus with the governor to kill them all.

What
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What was rather extraordinary they all knew the
man that threw the fpear; they faid his name was
« Pemulaway, of the Bejigal tribe; Banmalong and
Coalby faid they would bring him to the governor;
and went off the next day, as it was fuppofed to
Botany Bay; and his excellency, wpon a report that
a_number of natives had been feen armed about the
mouth of the harbour, went down to'the leck-out;
he met Coalby there, who returned to Sydney with
him, but did not feem inclined togive hinmfelf any
trouble about Pemualaway, but after dinner took his
leave, faying he was going to Botany Bay to meet
his wife.  Banalong was abfent feveral days: they
faid he was gone to affift. at the ceremony of draw-
ing a front tooth from fome young men, among the
Camaragals, which gave rife tothe ideathatrthe tooth’
is-extracted asa kind of tribute.

Araboo, now refided with the Camaragals; when
fhe left the clergyman’s fhe promifed to return witlf
her {wectheart, and his wife; hence it appears evi-
dent that when they can procure two wives, the cuf-
tom of the country does not prohibit their having
them ; though this cuftom feems very unreafonable;
as the women bear no proportion to the men in point
of number. It is generally believed that moft of
their wives are taken by force, or furprize, from
the tribes with which they are at wvariance 3 confes
quently, their enemies retaliate, and from the dif=
proportion ,of the females to the males muft have
been more fuccefsful in their Sabinical expeditions.

Spears
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Spears being frequently thrown at the fettlers; it
became abfolutely neceffary that aftep fhould be put 1o
it though his excellency withed to do it with as
llttle fe#enty as pollible, yet he was convinced that
a fevere example muft be made to have the defired
effe.  Accordingly a party was fent out confifting
ot fifty privates, befides officers ; they were directed to
proceed- to the fpot where the man was wounded;
and to fearch for the natives who dwelt thereabouts,
fome of whom were to be fecured and brought pri-
foners; orif it was found lmpraﬂlc ible to take them
alive ; they were to put half a dozen of them to
death—Spears, and all other weapons, which they
happened to meet with were ordered to he deftroyed
and left on the fpot, that they mwhtfec it was in-
tended as a punifhment infli@ed on them—Particu-
Jar attention was to be paid to the women and child-
fen,” who where not to be molefled on any account
whatever ; and as the governer wilhed to imprefs
the idea ‘that no deceit was ever pra&ifed, and that
they might depend on having protetion whenever
it was offered; he ordered that noneof the partvy
fhould hold up their hands, which isthe fignal of
friendthip; nor to anfwer fuch fignal if made them
by the natives; they having lately behaved with
great infolence ‘on feveral occafions; and a punifh-
ment ‘inflicted on a few, mlght inthe eml be an adt
nF mercy to many

Notwithftand: ing the moft vigilant endeavours,
the party was not able to ‘get near any of them, as
th"‘y madc o&' at - their approa.ch, and eluded the
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purfuit, They faw Coalby near Botany Bay, where
he was fithing, at whom they fired feveral fhot. They
returned to Sydney without any fuccefs; but the
governor being determined if poffible to make an
example of {ome of them, again {ent the party with
the fame orders they had before received—They left
Sydney towards evening with the hope of furprifing
fome of the natives at their fires, but were difap- .
pointed, not a fingle native being feen during all the
time they were out.

It was near a foitnight before Banalong made his
appearance, when he brought his wife with him;
he faid he had been with the Camaragals, that feve
ral young men had undergone the operations of having
their front teeth drawn, and Tattowing, which ismaking
thofe {cars which areconfidered as ernamental by the
natives— I'hefe fcars are made by cutting two lines
through the fkin parallel toeach other,. with a fharp
fhell or flint, and then firipping off the intermediate
fkin; the operation is repeated till the wound rifes
confiderable above the furrounding fleth, when it
is fuffered to heal over. Thefe painful embellithments
are not very common among the women; Banalong
fhewed a throwing ftick which had been cut for the
purpoie of khockiug out the front teeth; and it was
generally fuppofed he had been employed in that
office. He was on good terms with the Camaragals,
and he faid they were ail good people ; when he was afk-
ed if he had feen the man who threw the {pear at the go-
vernor, he faid yes, and had {lept in the fame cove with
him; fo that his former account of having quarrelled
with, and beat him, was notbelicved, Barangaroo,whohad

been
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been with himon this occafion, was painted in a different
manner from what {he had been before, and there appear-
ed to have been a great deal of attention beflowed on
her; her cheeks, nofe, and upper lip, were rubbed over
with red ochre, on which, and under the eyes, were laid
fpots of white clay; ‘the fmall of her back was likewife
rubbed with ochre, and by her deportment feemed defirous
of fhewing that fhe was finer than common. Shortly
after, two of the conyicls being fithing, Banalong, find-
ing they had no arms in the boat, went alongfide in his
canoe, and robbed them of the fith they had taken: his
wife and fifter being in the canoe, and having feveral
fpears, the conyicts were deterred from making any re-
fitance. In confequence of this robbery, orders were
given that no beat in futwe fhould go out of the cove
unzrmed,

The next time the natives came to the fettlement, they
were told, thar if any more fpears were thrown they
would all be killed ; but thefe threats did not {eem to make
the fmalleft imprefficn on them. Banalong coming foon
after, he was charged with raking the fith from the two
white men; he denied the charge with great aflurance,
_affcrting that he was a great diftance from the place at the
time; but when the people were confronted with him, he
endeavoured to juftify himfelf, but with fo infolent an air,
that he rather aggravatedthan excufed the offence @ he fre-
quently mentioned the man who had been wounded, and
threatened revenge; but on recollecting himfelf he of-
fered his hand to the governor, which being refufed, he
grew violent, and feemed inclined to make ufe of his ﬁick':
a centinel was called in, as it was feared he might commit
fome exiravagance that would oblige his cxccllencydto
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erder him to be put to death; for his behaviour was fa-
vage and infolent in the extreme, and would bave met

with inftant punifhbment in any other perfon but they
withed to bring him to reafon, wuthout having recourfe ta
violent mealyres; and the ZOVErnor was very t unw;llmn to
deftroy that confidence he had been at fo much pains to
create in Banalpng, which the ﬁl"htcﬁ pumihment would
have done : he was therefore defired to come near the go-
Vernor, but he refufed, turned upon his heel, and went
away. As he pafled the wheelwright's thop, the work-
men being at dinner, he flole a hatchet, with which,
he got clear n&
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The watives eontinue their vifits to S_}difﬂ}——Bd}?a!ﬂ}M’f
reconciliation—-Cer, emony of cutling off the finger of a
Semale infant—Curions mithod of curing a‘jorder —
One of the natives canses flove by the conviéts—He ap+
plies to the governor—The offenders diftovered and pu-
nifbed—id conviéi [peared by Balderty, the owner of
the cante—Governor Philip fendsa party of marines to
take Balderry, who is advertifed of bis danger by Nan-
barre, the native boy—The marines fire among the na-
tives— Banalong brivgs bis wife to Sydney 16 lay-in—
Her préparations for that decafion—Governor Philip
Jorgives Balderry at the intereeffion of Banalong.

NHE natives continued to' vifit Sydney after Bana-
long”s recent behaviour, and conduéted themftlves

fn fuch a manner as gave great reafon to fuppofe he would
never return’: this, however, was not the cafey for hav-
ing previoufly vifited the fithing boats, to know if go-
vernor Philip was ftdl angry with him, and if he would
fhoot him ; he appeared very defirous of knowi‘n'g if he
might go'to'the governor’s hotife, at the fame’ time nam<
ing a man who had flole the hatchet, ami denied having
tifed any threats; however net being pleafed with' the an-
fwers that were given fo his queftions, he went awayy
But returned in a few days, and went to' the governor’sy
who, happening to fee him ¢ome to tht gate, ordered h1m
away. He was {een foon' afterwards j and' feemed very
defirous of being received dgaininto favour; hé difélaim-
ed any knowledge of the hatchet, of any intention’of re-
Oz venging
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venging the death of a man who had beed fhot. Go-
vernor Philip appeared to believe him, and he was {uffer~
ed to go into the yardy which wasalways open.to the na-
tives; fome bread and fith were given him, but he was
not permitted to ertter the howfe as ufual : though this dew
gradation did not a little huvt his pridey he frequently re-
peated his vifits.

Governor Philip had been very defirons of Tearning the
reafon that the females had two of the joints of the little
finger cut off, and of feeing in what manner that opera-
tion was performed; he had now an epportunity of grati-
fying a part of his wifh: Coalby’s wife coming to the
fettlervent with @ new-born female, brought her infant to
the governor”s houfe; and being told that his excellency
would be prefent at the operation, it was accordingly per-
formed. A ligature was applied round the litcle finger at
the fecond joint; but two days afterwards they broughs
the child again, the ligature was either broken or taken
off ; this being told the mother, {be took fome hairs from
the head of an officer who was prefent, and bound them
very tight round the finger  after fome time a gangrene
took place; and though the child feemed uneafy when it
was touched, it did net ery, nor was any attention paid
to it after the ligature was applied. This operation had
always been performed on the left hand, but this child
was an exception, for it was the little linger of the right
hand which underwent the operation : this bandage was
continued until the finger was ready'to drop off, when its
parents took it to the furgeon, whe, at their requell, fe-
parated it with a knife,

Banalong
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Tl:fanal'ong, after an abfence of three weeks, durirg
which timie he had been particularly aétive in rendering
fervices to a boat’s crew, feveral of whom would have
been loff but for his exertions, which were confidered as a
full atonement for his paft behaviour, and hé was admii-
ted again into the favour of the governor. In confe~
quence of this reconciliation the number of vifitors in-
creafed, and the governor’s yard became their head quarters.

Their medical operations partake more of the juggling
than the Efculapian fyftem. Coalby had formerly been
wounded with a fith-gig below the left brealt, and though
it muft have been done many years, as it was extreme~
ly difficult ' to perceive the fcar; yet it was fuppofed that
he felt fome pain from the ftraps of a knapfack, which
he carried when out on an excurfion with the governor:
he had travelled two or three days with it on his thould-
‘ers, and the flraps prefling againit his breaft, he com-
plained of pain there.

He applied to an old man and his fon, who had
joined thent in the excurfion, for relief, and they prepared
to perform the cure: the fon began the ceremony, by
taking a mouthful of water, whick be fpirted on the part
affected, and then applying his diouth, began to fuck as
long as he could without taking breath, which appeared to
make liim fick, arid wlien he rofe up (for his patient was
extended at full length on the grafs) he walked about for
fome mirutes; lie then repeated the {ultion three times,
and he dppeared, by drawing in his ftomach, to feel the
fame paini he pretended to extrat from the breaft of his
patient; and having picked up a bit of ftick or ftone, but
with fo litde fleight of hard that it was obvious to the

; whole
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whole party, he pretended to throw fomething which he
had taken out of his mouth into the water, He undoubt+
edly threw fomething away, which muft have been what
he picked up; but Coalby, after the ceretnony was overy
faid it was what he had fucked out of his breaft; which
was underflood to be two barbs of a fith-gig, as he made
ufe of the word Bullerdooul; but the governor was of z
different opinion, and thought he meant two pains. Be-
fore this bufinefs was finifhied, the dolor felt the patient’s
back below the fhoulder;and feemed to apply his fingers
as if he twitched fomething out ; after which he fat down
by the patient, and put his right arm round his back ; the
old man, at the fame time, fac down on the other fide of
the paticnt, with his face the contrary way; and clafped
him round the breaft with his. right arm; each of thenr
held one of the patient’s hands; they continued in this
fituation feveral minutes, flraining him very clofe; and
thus end=d the ceremonyy When Coalby faid he was per-
fely well. He gave his worlted night-cap; and a fhare
of his fupper, as a fee to his doors; and being afked if
they were both of the faculty, he faid yes, and a little boy
that was with them was 2 docor too; from whence it
was fuppofed that the power of healing is hereditary, and
defcended from father to fon.

As the natives frequently caught more fiflr than they
could immediately ufe, great pains had been taken to in-
duce them to barter it with the fettders at Paramatta for
bread; vegetables, &c. Several of them had carried on'
this traffic, and there was reafon to hope thata tolerable
filh market would foon be cftablithed : among thofe whe'
brought their ith was a yoyng man that had lived fome

: months’
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months with the governor, but had left the fettlement,
from time to tjme, to goa ﬁ’hmo his canoe'was a new
one, and, being the ficft he had ever been mafter ofy he
was not a little proud of " ity and accordingly valug:d it

highly.

Stri orders had been given that their carioes fhould
never be touched ; and, indeed, the intereft of the marines
and convifs fhould have fecured them from infult; the
traffic and intercourfe tending much to their comforts, the
balance being greatly in their favour ; butina very fhort
time thisamity and good underftanding “was interrupted
by fome villains, who had ftove the canoe of the young
man before mentioned. * The moment he difcovered the
injury done him, he flew to the governor’s in a violent
rage, faid the white men had broke his canoce, and that he
would kill them; he had his throwing-ftick, and feveral
fpears in his hand, and his hair, face, arms, and brealt were
painted red, which is a fign of. the ‘moft implacable anger,
It was not till ‘the governor affured him that he would
kill thofe whe had deftroyed his earioe, that he would lif
ten to any thing tending to divert him from his purpofe of
killing the white 'men ; he promifedyat laft, that he would
Jeave it to the governor to punifh them,

The offenders were foon difcavered, and were feverely
flogged in the prefence of Balderry ; but he was fap
from being fatisfied, till he was told that one of them
had been hanged. During their examination he appeared
very meat:cnt and faid that it belonged to him to punifh
the injury he had received, About a month after, when
it was thought he had been amply compenfated by various
Prr:[cnts which the go‘v}emqr— had given him 5 by feeing the

Pl s e " offenders
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offenders punifhed ; and by fuppofing one of them had
beenhanged, yet he took the firft opportunity of revenging
himfelf, which plainly thews that thefe people do not
readily forgive an injury. A convi&t who had ftrayed
*from the fettlement, was met by two of the natives ; and
e had fearce, paffed them when he was wonnded in the
back with a fpear, and before he could recover himfelf he
received a fecond wound in the fide; however he got
away; and as they did not attempt to {top him to get his
cloaths, or take any thing from him, there was no doubt
but the deftrution of the canoe was the caufe of this at=
tack ; -efpecially as the fame evening {everal natives were
feen round a fire, and being afked who it was that had
wounded the white man, they immediately. anfwered,
< Balderry.” It is not a little remarkable that thefe peo-
ple always tell the names of thofe who have thrown fpears
at the colonifts, or who have ftole any thing from the
fettlement, if they are afked, though they are confcious
that you mean to punilh them; it might be thought to
proceed from a principle of adhering to truth, did they
not deftroy this opinion by ipvariably depying any thing
they may be charged with, though you fee them commit
the offence, and lay the blame on ancther who is not pre-
fent; it is not only furprizing that they always difcover
the offenders, but this they do openly, without any feag
or dread of the confequence,

The deftru&tion of this canoe was a moft ynfortunate
accident, as it prevented the natives from carrying theic
fith to Paramatta; and no canoe vifited the fettlement
for fome time after ; and, befides, the governor wilhed ta
attach Balderry to himfelf, intending to take him to
England when he returned,  Afier abfenting himfelf aboys

' - amond
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& ménth or five wecks, Balderry began to make enquiries
bf the various parties he met, whether Beanak, the go~
vernor, was ftill angry ; he was anfwered in the afirma-
tive, and told that he would be killed for wounding 4
white man; yet this did not deter him from coming into
the cove in a canoe, and the governor, upon being made
acquainted with his appearance, ordered a party of ma-
rlues to go and fecure him.  Banalong, who was prefent,
feeing the foldiers go towards the point. gave him the
alarm, and he got off. Goverrior Philip faw Banalong
fpcaking to the young man in his canoe, and gave him to
underftand that Balderry fhould be killed'; upon v hich
he called out that the governor was ft.ll very angry: on
hearing this Balderry paddled off pretty brifkly to the op-
polite fide of the harbour, and appeared to fet their threars
atdefiance, and tatked of fpearing; but whether it was
the governor of the foldiers that he threatened could net
be diftinguithed, he being at too gteat a diftance to hear
diftin&ly. Thefe people are very refolutey and when pro<
voked fet Little vatue on their lives, fo they can be reveng=
ed; they ever contrive to be even with you, whether yon
praife or threatem; and wheriever a blow is given they are
fure to return it, though their lives fhould pay lor it. A
number of natives having arrived at Sydney, amongé
whom there was upwards of thirty women and children;
they were treated with bread and rice as ufial: they in-
formed his excellency that Balderry was on the oppolire
fide of the cove, with a party of his friends, armed.
Whether his eoming after what had paffed procecded
from a {uppofition that he fhould not be punifhed;or that
he was fafe whilt furrounded by fo many of Lis country-
men, it was thought neceflury to order him to be taken,
as foom as the vifitants {hould be gone; fur as Balderry

x could
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eould not be feized without their hearing the difpute, it
was probable they would fuppofe themfelves in danger,and
make ufe of their fpears in defence of their countryman,
in which cafe many of them muft have been killed; and*
this was the more likely, as many of the guefts were’
ftrangers, and this was their firft vifitto-the colomy.

As foon- as they had taken theit leave, a party of {ol-
diers were ordered after the definquent, but before they
got fight of him, he had been advertifed of his danger by
Nanbarre, who hearing what was going forward had left:
the place; aferjeant and a party were fent after him: in
their way they met feveral of the natives, who joined him
ina friendly manner, but, while they were talking to the
ferjeant, one of them had the audacity toattempt to wreft
a firelock from one of the foldiers ; however, he failed in
the attempt, but immediately after a fpear was thrown,
fuppofed to be by Balderry: two mufkets were now fired'
among the natives, which' wounded one of them in the
leg, but; unfortunately, neither of the offenders: A ftrong:
party was immediately ordered: to- fome brick fields,
where a pretty numerous body of them had affembled ;.
but Nanbarre, ever faithful-to his countrymen, on feeing
the {oldiers form on the parade, took to the woods, and
firipping himfelf, that he might not be known, joined the
natives, and put them on their guard ; after which-he re-
tyrned, and faw the governor pafs with fome officers whilit
he was hid in a bufh . he afterwards met an officer’s fer-
vant,and afked where the governor and foldiers were go-

ing; on veing told, he laughed, and faid they were too
late for the neo‘ple were all gone.

3 ' -Banalong,_ :
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- ‘Banalong came in foon afterwards with his wife 3 and
though he was told that the foldiers were gone out to take
Balderry, yet the intelligence did not prevent him from
<eating ahearty dinner, and when he went away he left a
darge bundle of fpears, fith-gigs, and varipus other arti=
les, under the care of the governor. As the natives
knew that the governor only meant to punith thofe whe
threw the fpears, the late difagreements did not in the
leaft interrupt their vifits, and they called upon their friends
with the fame familiarity as if nothing had happened.
They were afked what became of the wounded man;
they faid he was'gone to his tribe ; that the wound was
but of little confequence; and {foon would be. healed,

Barangaroo was now near her time of lying in, when
the colonifts had an opportunity of fecing their prepara-
ticns on the occafion : fhe had two nets hanging from
her neck, one of which, being new, the governor was de-
dirous of obtaining, and it was given him, after fhe had
taken aldrge piece of the Tea tree out of it, nicely fold-
ed up, and which was intended to lay her infant upen, and
which ig the only preparation previous to the ceremony of
an infants’ introduétion into the world, that is made by
lying.in women in this country. The bark of the Tea
tree is thick in proportion to to the fize of the trunk, and
is compofed of a great number of layers of very thin
bark, not unlike in appearance to the Birch tree, but fo
exquifitely foft, that nothing this country affords can be
better calculated for the purpofe for which it is intended.
Banalong, however, defired to have a blanket for the
child, which was given him, and next day a net made in
the Englith manner, which was more acceptable to his

wile thap the one fhe Lad given the governor. Banalong
Pa informed
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informed the governor that his wife intended to do him
the honour of lying-in at his houfe ; this favour  his €X=
ccilency declined, telling him that fhe would be fo much

better accommodated at the hofpital, that he could not -

think of riflkking her health, by fuffering hér to be any
where clfe, which compliment highly gratified both huf-
band and wife, and they accordingly took up their quar-
ters there. Banalong had frequently folicited the go-
yernor to receive Balderry again into favour, but was al-
ways refufed; however, on being told that the poor fel-
low was emrﬂmely :,I the furzeon was defired to go and
feehim : he found him ina hwh fever, and the firft quef-
tion he afked was, whether t‘ae governor continued angry
with him, and if he would lct him go to the hofpital to bg
cured, Banalong, who went w:th the furgeon, return‘-d
to the governar, who told him he was not angry now,
and that he might bring his compamon to the fertlement,
he faid he would, and early the next morning, Balucrr}r
made his appearance. at firft he was under great appre-
henfions, but on the governar’s taking him by the hand,
anﬁ promifing that when he was recovered he {hould 1wq
with him again, his fears fubfided: he appeared very ill,
and went with the furgeon and BEHAIOH'* to the hofp:tal

CHAR,
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CHAP "RV,

Re[igian of the natives—Their ﬁzpnﬁitimmpr eparations
Sor a ball—Manner of darzcmg-—‘fbrzr method osz_/é-
ing 3 of procuring fire—Their court/bip.

HAVE been thus minute in detailing the behaviour

of the natives,and the perfevering diligence and inex-
hauftible patience of governor Fhilip, in conciiating and
familiarizing them, 1n the infancy of the colony, that,
thould they hereafter attain any degree of Ci\"ih'zation,
poﬂrenty may know to whom they are indébted for the
extrication of numberlefs tribes from the rudeft barba«
rifim, thereby adding to fociety the inhabitants of a coun-
try which occupies a feftion of the globe of greater cx=
tent than all Europe, and capable of becoming a great
and powerful empire,

With regard to re]wm':, they fing an hymn, or fong of
w), from ddV—break till fun-rife; but we have not been
yet able to mﬁ:over whether 1hc) have any particular ob-
jet to whom they pay : uor'xt:on neither do any of the

KCPldh?! bodics feem to occupy more of their attention
than a.ny of the animals which inhabit this extenfive couna
try; yet t'ﬁcy do not appear eptively ignorant of a future
ftate, as rhf'v fay the bones of thg dead are in the grave,

and their bcdlu in the cloyds ; or may probdm‘y have
been mzfund “tood and mean that the foul is in the
rlcuds. Thev rnu& ccrta!nly burn their dead; for on
Dpenmfr a new made grave, a quantity of white afhes
were h‘und which app: ared to have been hut lately depo-
!:ue\l there; amom tic afhes | were found pait of -a human
Jaw
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jaw-bone, and a piece of a fkull, which had not been fuf-
ficiently burnt to prevent its being perfe@ly afcertained,
‘The grave was not a foot deep, but the earth was raifed
as high round it asare the common graves in England,
"The fun, moon, and ftars, they call weré (bad). Araboo
once went into fits on feeing a falling ftar, and faid that
every body would be deftroyed ; although fome who were
prefent infifted that fthe particularly alluded to the « Afur-
'ray nowey,” the Sirius, which was loft fome time after
at Norfolk Ifland. From Banalon.g we underftood that
they believe in apparitions, which they call “ Adane,”
he defcribes them as afcending from the earth with a hor-
rid noife, feizing any one in ifs way by the throat: he
fays thele apparitions finge the hair and beards of thofe
to whom they appear, which he faid was a very painful
operation ; rubbing the face after every application of the
firebrand.

Their prineipal diverfion is that of dancing, for which
ceremony they prepare themfelves with more than ordi-
nary attenticn; they are all in their birth-day fuits, like-
fo many Adams and Eves, without even a fig leaf to par-
ry the inquifitive glance of the curious European. The
young women employ all their zrt in decorating the young
men, who are chiefly crnamented with ftreaks of white,
drawn with pipe clay, and in different forms, according
to the tafte of the man himflf, or to the lady who adorns
him. They are zs emulous of appearing fine as the mofk
finifhed petit-maitre preparing foy the birth-day ball of
his favourite miftrefs. Their paint cannot be applied
without moiftening, and the lady, in drawing the ftreaks
down the face, which is the moft effential part of the de.
goration,{pits in the face of her friend whom fhe is adorn-

10gy
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ing, from timé to time, as the ochre or clay get drys

Their dances are always at the clofe of the day, as they
prefer fire-light to that of the fun on thefe occalions.

The dance begins by a few young boys, and is en=
ereafed by the men and women gradually falling in, to the
number of thirty or forty, but moftly men: it is truly
wild and favage, yet inmany parts order and regularity
are very apparent. One man would frequently fingle
himfelf out from the reft, and running round the whole
of the performers, fing out in a loud voice, fome expref-
fion delivered in a peculiar tone of voice; he would thery
fall in with the reft of the dancers, who alternately led
forward in the centery.and there exhibit their utmoft fkilk
and dexterity in the moft difficult contorfions of the body,
which, in their opinion, conftitute the principal beauties
of dancing : one of the moft ﬂnkmfv is, that of placing
their feet very wide apart, and; by an extraordmary exer~’
tion of the mufeles of the thighs and legs, move theirknees
in a trembling and very altonifhing manner, fuch as no
perfon in the colony could any ways imitate ; of courfe
much practice is required to arrive at any degree of per-
fection in this fingular motion, There is great variety
in their dances; {dmetimes they dance in pairs, and fre-
quently turn back to back, then fuddenly tutn and face
each other; fometimes they all fit on the ground, with
their feet under them, in the manner of the Chinefe, and:
at a particular word: or fignal they are on their feet in '
moment, which they perform without any affiftance from
their hands ; they then run back in rows, and again ad-
vance in the fame order.  Sometimes' they form a circle
with {ome diftinguifhed perfon: in the center ; at other
times all the dancers have green boughs in their hands:.

1%
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ip all the different figures they generally finith by.2 eers
tain number of their principal dancers advancing to the’
front, and go through the difficelt part of the dance, the
quivering motion of the knees, upon which the whole
company faces to the frons, aud go through the fame mo-
tions, the moit expert being geunerally in the center.,
Their mufic confiils of two fticks of very hard wood,

ne of which the mufician holds to his breaft i the man-
uer of avioliny and frikes it with she other, in tolerable
good timie. The performers fing the whole time of the
dance, afiifted by feveral boys and girls who are feated at
his fet, and by the manner of croffing their thighs formy
a holiow between them and their beliy, upon which they
beat time with the flat of the hand, which makes an odd:
-though not difagreeable found. They are very prone to.
flattery, and if any ftrangers are prefent always afk for
their approbation, and appear highly delighted if you fay
« bogjerie cariberie,”” a very good dance--which never
fails to prodyce more than extraordinary exsriions.

They are very dexterous in firiking £fh: the [pear of
the gig with- which they take them is ab. ut ten feet in
length, but they can increale it by joints as we do our
fithing rods in England ; they have feveral prongs barbed
with the bone of a filh, or of feme an‘mak  The fither
lies acrofs: the canoey his face in the water, and his fifh-
gig ready for darting ; thus he lies moticnlels, and by his
face being bepeath the furface, he can fee the fifh diftinét-
ly; in this manner they fbrike the- fith with great certains
ty. The women are chiefiy employed-with lines and
hooks; the Hnes manufatured from the bark of treesy
the hooks commonly of the pearl of different Mells: the
talons of birds of prey they fometimes make e ofy but

the
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the former are moft efteemed. The women are frequent=
Iy feenin 2 miferable canoe with two or three children,
fithing the whole day, in the edge of a furf that would ter-
tify anold feaman to jruft himfelf near in a good ftout
boat. The mea afe excellent divers, and remain a fur-
prizing time in the furfs where their canoes éannot live :
whatever they bring up to the furface they throw on
fhore, where their comrade attends to receive if, Hav-
ing fire ready Kindled for cooking, they broil or roaft all
their food; they have not the Jeaft conception of boilingy
for one of the natives watching an opportunity when no-
body was attending to the ketile, planged his hand into
the boiling water to take the fith; of courfe, to his utter
aftonithment, he was terribly fealded.  They procure
fire with great labour, by fixing the pointed end of 2
found ftick info a hole made I a flat piece of wood,
and whirling it round fwiftly with both hands, fliding them
up and down till the operator is fatigued, when he is re-
leved by fome of his companions ; each takes his turn
till the fire is produced: from the labour attendingz this
procefs, it is no wonder that they are feldom feen without
a piece of lighted wood in their hand, When they mean
to evince a partiality to any ftranger, they immediately af-
fume his name, calling him by theirs ; this they confider
as the higheft compliment they can pay 4n Englifhman,
and are highly pleafed at being called by their new name.
Of all their cuftoms, that of making love would be the
fartheft from meeting the approbation of my fair coun-
trywomeén ; that ceremony being, ifi this country, always
prefaced by a found béating, which the lady receives, as &
matter of courfe, with all the mecknefs imaginable.

Q. CHAP.
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CHAP XV,

Land in cultivation at Paramatta—Viciffitudes of the
weather — Mortality of the conviéls—Invefligation of
their treatment on board the tran_[parts—.Drﬁrtim of
the convidts—Stock my farm yard—Governor Philip
pleafed with my fuperintendance—Lofe myfelf in the
woods—Interefling adventure—Condulied to Para-
matia by a native boy—Vifit my new acquaintance—

Governor Philip departs for England,

E had now upwards of a thoufand acres of

cleared land at Paramatta, three hundred and fifty
of which were in wheat and maize; but though we had
frequent fhowers of rain, yet not in fufficient quantitics
to compenfate for the exceflive drought which had been
experienced in the preceding months; and from the
ground being new, and requiring more work thanm was in
the power of the fettlers to beftow on it, the grain in ge-
neral had a very unpromifing appearance. There are about
twohundred acres laid out in gardens,as much more prepared
for turnips and potatoes, and the remainder clofed in for
feeding cattle. We are very badly eff for manure, and
ere the colony can properly flourith it muft be ftocked
with cattle, the ground being infinitely too poor of it-
felf ever to produce erops fufficient for us to depend
on ity folely, for fubfiftance, . The fudden viciffitudes of
the weather muft alfo render our harvelts very precarious,
as well as prove injurious to the health of the new
comers; it often happens that there is a change of from
forty to fifty degrees twice in one day, It is no unfre~

quent
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quent circumftance to fee the country firewed with nume
bers of birds, fallen from the trees, unable to fupe
port the intenfe heat of the meridian fun. Numbers of
conviéls fall victims, but it muft not be wholly afcribed
to the weather, as the debilitated ftate in which they are,
for the moft part, landed, would, were it a more favour-
able climate, be attended with a confiderable mortality;
and they are generally fo weak that they cannot be put to
any kind of labour, but are employed in weeding and
pulling grafs for the purpofe of thatching: we have fre-
quencly four or five hundred on the doétor’s lift, who are
individually vifited daily by the furgeon ; upwards of fifty
have dicd in a month, in the generality of whom nature
appears entirely exhaufted, and many of them were fo
fairly worn out, that they expired without a groan, and to
all appearance did not experience the [malleft degree of
pain,

From a moft humane fuggeftion of Captain Parker of
the Gorgon, the governor iflued orders for a regular
furvey to be taken of the condition of the conviéts on
their landing from the different tranfports ; anda {krick
inveftigation taking place, it appeared that fome of the
captains had very much abridged their unfortunate paf-
fengers of the allowance ftipulated by government for their
fubfiftance; and this inhuman praétice had been carried
to fuch an extent in fome of the fhips, that it appeared
many had been literally ftarved to death. A ftrong and
pointed reprefentation of the circumftance was {ent home
to government, which will, I hope, put an effectual ftop
to fuch gefarious proceedings.

Q32 ; Some
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Some of the convidts had entertained an idea that they
could range along the coaft till they reachzd fome of the
Chinefe fettlements ; fubfifting themfclves on oyfters and
other fhell-fith, havmg been m}d that there was a copper
coloured tribe one hundred and fifty miles to the northe
ward, who were much more civilized than the natives
they were with, and who trafficked with the Dutch from
Timur, where they would be free, With thefe potions
feveral parties fet off from Sydney Cove and Rofe Hill,
but after fome days ftraggling fome were taken, and
others returned of their own accord, induced by the im
perative command of hunger; and asfome were fuppofed
tobe ftill lusking in the woods, afraid of returning left
they fhould be punithed for leaving the fettlement, the
governor, lefs inclined to punith than to convince them
of their error, promiled a general pardon to every one
710 fhould return within five days ; at the fame time de-
claring that an exemplary punithment would be inflicted
on thofe who fhould be taken after that periods Accord-
ingly feveral returned, and appeared fenfible of the lenity
fhewn them, but fome of them appeared capable of the
moft defperate attempts, and even talked of repelling force
by force; they were however given to underftand that
nio mercy would be fhewn them on the leaft difpofition tg
mutiny, and that any who were near thofe that mwht be
fo ml'pofcd would be confidered as principals, and treatcd
accordmgly. Almeft all the deferters returned, and thofe
who were ftill mifling, was fuppofcd to be murdered by the
natives 3 and the m:fcrablc ftate of thofe that returned
would, it was thought, moft effectually prevent any morg
pxcurﬁcns of the like nature,

The
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The parchafes T had made it the Cape, as well as the
prefents I brought from England, enabled me to furnith
the officers and (ettlers with various little articles, which
in general were not to be had by the fhips, fo that in a
fhort time I had colleCted the following valuable ftock
for my farm yard: a fow in pig; two fine porkers; a
young fhe goat and two kids ; an Englifh dunghill cocky
three laymcr hens, and cne with a brood of chickens and_
young ducks:; thefe, with a young kangarao, which I had
been at infinite pains in rearing, three native dogs, my-
felf, a cenvi@ woman fervant, and her fon Timothy, a
youth between twelve and thirteen, a traltable and ufeful
Jad, comprifed: the whole family.: Having always had a
firong predilection for borticulture, the garden employed
great part of my time, and is now as profperous and flou-
rithing as any in the colony. Governor Philip, when he:
vifits Rofehill, takes great delight in it, and gives me
much credit for its improvement, as . well as for the ap=
pearance and fpirit of induftry manifeft in the convids
under my {uperintendance,

Having contradted an intimacy with a young man
who had taken one of the farms on the northern bounda-
1y, about four miles from Paramatta, I generally walked
over once or twice a week: as:l was returning from
thence one afternoon, with no other companpy but my
boy Tim, whe, having evinced a great partiality for
ﬁme, was now my conflant companion ; a large male Kan-
garoo crofled the path jult before us ; 1 lmmedmtely took’
my gun from the boy, fired at the animal, and difabled
pne of his hind legs, which very much impeded his flight ;.
powever he preferved his diftance for near an hour, when,

gettmn‘
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getting a fair hot at him, [ lodged a ball in the back part
of his head, which effeétually did his bufinefs,

Upon examining our prize, I found it would be impof-
fible for us to get it home without help ; we therefore
fearched for a place to conceal it till the next afternoon,
when I meant to return for it with a couple of men. a
few paces from where it lay we perceived a cavity on the
flope of a deep ravine, to which we dragged the carcafe,
and covering it with {tones and grafs, began to think of
making the beft of our way to the fettlement, :

The fun was now fetting, and I began to be alarmed at
being fo far from home: in the eagernefs of our purfuit
I had forgot to take any bearings by my pocket compafs,
and the day clofing ere we had reached any known path,
increafed my apprehenfions in the extreme. Poor Tim,
though half dead with fatigue, endeavoured to keep up
my {pirits, which he perceived were much agitated : « He!
was certain fure”’—he {aid—* that we were in the right
road, and that we thould get home time enough to mufter
the people at nine, the hour fixed for that purpofe; and
that if we were obliged to fleep in the woods, why, he
would cut fome grafs for my bed, and ftand centinel with
the gun while I lay down, for he was not afeard to fire:
and befides, my dear mafter,”—added he—*¢ you know
the natives are {o ’feard of guns, that fbould they come [
only need {how i, and they’ll be off likea fhot,”* The
boy’s courage and fidelity charmed me; and put me to
the blufh to think 1 had fo little command of mylelf as
pot to conceal my uneafinefs from him, '

Aftey
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After rambling for near two hours, we could not per«
ceive that we were any nearer home than at funfet, but
rather conjetured we had taken a different rout, as we
did not recolleét a fingle obje& that now prefented itfelf ;
it beimg a fine fhar-light nighty we could diftinguith the
river at times through the trees at fome diftance; but
prefenting a different appearance to any part we had ever
feen; we quickened our pace with the hope of fpeedily
reaching its banks, when, to my great mortification, we
were ftopped by a deep ravine. I now abandoned all
hopes of reaching the fettlement; and, as the poor boy
was almoft exhaufted with fatigue, made up my mind
to pafling the night on the fpot.

With this determination we began to cut grafs, and
pull fome boughs, in erder to make a fire ; for although
it had been intenfcly hot in the middle of the day, | could
now very well have difpenfed with a great coat. While
I was thus employed, Tim, who had got fome diftance
from me, came running back, faying I might fave my-
felf the trouble, for he had found a fnug fleeping place for
us, with plenty of dried wood for a fire, I followed him to
the {pot, and found it was a hut inhabited by the natives
when hunting; as 1 had no apprehenfions of their return-
ing, the hunting . feafon having juft clofed, I got a light
from a flath of powder, and in a few minutes kindled ‘a
comfortable fire. Inonecorner of the hut was a bundle
of grafs ready dried which we fpread to lic down on ;
but I could not prevail on the boy to think of fleep; no,
if I would truft him with the gun he would keep watch.
Not being inclined to fleep myfelf, I took a book from
my pocket, and, by fire light,endeavoured to amule my
felf ull day-break, I had fcarce perufed half a dozen

pages,
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pages, ere poor Tim had funk into a found fleep; How
Jong it was before I followed his example, or how tong ¥
fhouid have continued it, is difficalt to determine, had T
not been waked by an acute pain in one of my hands;
whieh I found was occafioned by the bite of fome ants,
whom I had accidentally molefted in my fleep: 1 called
Tim, and fallied forth; following the winding of the ra«
vine, about a mile, we arrived atits termination, and per-
ceived a break in the highlands before us, through which
T diftinétly faw Rofe-Hill, about fix or feven miles dif~
tant ; this profpe@ revived our fpirits, which were be=
ginning to flag, with the reflelion that if we efcaped
every other danger that of being ftarved to death was
mevitable, unlefs we could extricate ourfelves from the
Tabyrinth in which we were involved. Having, fet the’
fpot by my compafs, T found it bore W. S. W.; as
we defeended to the plain we loft fight of the object, bat
continued our courfe in that direGion till wearrived at a:
fwamp, which coft us fome time in getting round, there’
being no poflibility of croffing it: we had now got to 2°
part almoft impaffable from the quantity of underwood,:
and the trees were fo-clofe together that we could fearce’
fee three yards before us, and were proceeding very flow~
ly through a thicket, when we were alarmed by a deep’
groany apparently but a few paces diftant; a found foun<
looked for, for fome moments rivetted vs to the fpot. Not
being immediately able to'perceive from whence the groan’
iffued, T advanced withigreat caution about a dozen paces;,
when-T difcovered a cavein‘the fide' of a rock ; T wasat
“firfk for retreating, but on recolle@ing that perhaps I'might
render, fome fervice to the afliced, and that I equally
ftood in need of affiftance; or perhaps might perith with

‘ TV hunger
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hunger, T examined the priming of my gun, forced Tim,
with fome difficulty, behind me, and approdching the en=
trance of the cave, a moft interefting {cene prefented itfelf
to my view: a young creature {eated ona jut of the rock,
mournfully contemplating the extended body of a man,
whofe expiring groan had juit pierced our ears; all her
faculties were fo abforbed with grief that we were yet un-
noticed : a {ympathizing forrow pervaded all my frame; [
gave my gun to Timy and made figns for him to retire,
left the fight fhould alarm her ; when fhe perceived me
fhe uttered a faint fhriek, and funk motionlefs on the
body. Obferving a fmall pond a few paces from the cave,
1 fent the boy to bring fome water in his hat, and gently
moved her from the body to the mouth of the cave, raifed
her up, and fupported her in my arms; the water foon
brought her too, when fhe raifed her head, and regard-
ed me with a look blended with grief and terror; 1 en-
deavoured, by every fign I could fuggeft, to do away her
fears, and retired a few paces, leaving her at liberty to
go from the cave had fhe chofe. Gaining confidence by
my behaviour, fhe imade me underftand that the deceafed
was her brother, who, faint with the lofs of blood, could
not reach their habitation; and night approaching they had
turned from the road to fhelter themfelves in thiscave.
On examining the body I found a deep wound under the
left pap, made with a fpeary part of which, being barbed,
remained in the wound: 1 made her underftand, partly
by figns, and partly by fome words I had picked up, that
I had, unfortunately, loft my way, and bad been all night
“in the woods : fhe fhook ‘her head, and pointed to her -

brother, fignifying that fhe could not leave him; but
that their habitation was not far off, and making me ob-

R ferve
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ferve a hill about two miles diftant, gave me to under
ftand it was in their neighbourhood. I made figns to
her, that if fhe would go and acquaint her friends with
her fituation, I would watch by her. brother till: her re~
turn: hereye gliftened with joy as the gathered my mean-
ing, and with an affenting inclination of the head, more
eloquent and expreflive of her feelings than in the power
of the moft refined language to convey, fthe quitted us
with a celerity quickened by fraternal love, and in a few
moments was out of fight.

This interefting and pathetic fcene had (o wholly ab~
forbed all my.faculties, that not a fingle refle@ion of dan-
ger had occurred to me in the approaching interviews
when Tim, who had been witnefs to feveral inftances of
the perfidy of the natives towards the fettlers, ftrongly
urged me to leave the body, and make the beft of our way
home. Roufed by his folicitations, a momentary impulfe
of fear came over me, and my mind had half yielded to
his importunity ; when cafting my eye on the body me-
thought I perceived it heave ; a feeble figh convinced me
that life was' yet unextinguifhed, and the imperative call of
humanity decided my operatiens : a death-like dew had
befpread his face and limbs, which I dried with my hand-
kerchief, and chafed’ his body with my hand. Tim moft
readily bore his part in this alt of humanity, and a re-
turning warmth encouraged us to redouble our efforts;
in a few moments we perceived a faint pulfation, which
: gradually increafed : at this junéture we were furprized-
by the return of his fifter, accompanied by her father,
* another clderly 'man, and a boy about twelve years of ages
feeing us bufied about the body, they ftopped fhort at the

entrance of the hu, {ezmingly at a lofs for our conduct.
I beckoned
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I beckoned my young friend, who advanced with the
utmoft confidence, and giving her the hand of her bro-
ther, fhe exclaimed, with great emotion, “ Didgerry-
goor, didgerry-goory” I thank you, I thank you ;—and
turning to her father, calicd him to her: I immediately
quitted my ftation, and refigned him to their care; the
old man examined the wound, and with great feeming
tkill extralted the barb. During the operation the youti
lifted wp his eyes, and obferving his father, a glance of
filial affection beamed forth. Hope now tranquilifed the
boding fears of thelittle group ; Yeariana, his fifter, fup-
ported him while the father and his friend were contriv-
ing how they fhould remove him to their dwelling; find-
ing it neceffary to difpatch fome one for’ their canoe, the
river which paffed their habitation winding within fifty
paces of us, and which was the fafeft and only convey-
ance he could bear; Yeariana propofed goirig for it; and
it being our direct road to Paramatta, I feized the oppor-
tunity of accompanying her; in lefs than an hour we ar-
rived at the foot of a fmall ‘mountain, when Yeariana,
like an arrow from a bow, abruptly quitted us: leaving -
her brother, the boy before mentioned, as our guide, we
were not long before we difcovered near a dozen natives,
with Yeariana at their head, waiting our arrival ; fhe had
" fent off the canoe for her brether, and had got fome dried
fith, which fhe prefented us, and led us to herhutor cave,
which wasa large excavated rock on the bank of a very
‘pleafant branch of the river.. The reception we met
with from this grateful people almoft bordered upon ado-
ration; the mother of Yeariana was quits troublefome
with her carefles for my fervices to herfon ; and I could
perceive in the mild eye of her daufzhter that it anxiouf-
ly fought a farther acquaintance. Upon enquiry I found

‘R 3 we
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we were near five miles from Paramatta, but that none of
them had ever vifited the fettlement; however, Batcherry,
her brother, offered to be our condutor, provided I
would take care of him, and fee him part of the way back
next day; promifing to fee her again fhortly, I took my
leave, and arrived at Paramatta about noon, heartily fa-
tigued, My abfence had not caufed any alarm at the fet-
tlement, as they thought I had gone to Sydney Cove,
which I had done twice or thrice,and ftaid there all night.

Every obje@ that prefented itfelf to Batcherry filled
him with furprize and aftonifhment, and the poot lad had
fcarce time to eat or drink, fo much was he taken up
with admiration of the wonders that furrounded him.
The next morning I fet him on his way home, giving
him a batchet for him{tlf, and a ftring of beads for his
fifler, whofe image had made a ftrong impreffion on my
mind, being the mott interclting I ever faw: with a form
that might ferve as a perfect model for the molt fcrupu-
lous ftatuary ; her face and hair unlike any thing I had
ever feen in this'country; the firlt of a perfe&t oval, or
Grecian fhgpe, with features regularly beautiful, and as
fine a pair of eyes as can be imagined; the latter long,
and of a fhining black; the was likewife of a much
lighter colour than any of her countrywomen, and might
eafily have been taken for a beautiful Oriental Cregle.

Taking three men, and the boy T'im, we went in fearch
of the fpot where we had concealed the Kangaroo, and )
with fome dificulty found it; we cut a couple of ftout
fticks, and laying the animal acrofs it, took fpell and fpell
till we reachcd home, when I rewarded the men with 3
fore quarter for their trouble, e

Li
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It was more than a week ere I could {pare time to pay

a vifit to the abode of my charming Yeariana; when ar-
ranging my bufinefs {o that, (hould I be detained all night,
my abfence would be of no material confequence, I took
Tim with me, and with much more facility than I ex-
pected found my way to ‘Paculbenah, the name of the
place where the family of Yeariana refided ; Batcherry
faw us as we turned the foot of the mountain, and run-
ning back to the caye, gave notice of our coming; the
whole family, except Palermo, who was not fufficiently
recovered, were ranged at ‘the entrance of their cave ;
_theu')oy at ff_emg me was evident in their countenances ; H
the old man took me by the hand, and led me to his fon,
who was now out of danger ; he exprefled his thanks by a
hearty fqueeze of the hand, and alook that amply ex-
plained his meaning; his fifler was not deficient in ex-
preflions of fatisfattion, by every litle attention in her
power. Having brought plenty of beef, bread, and a
little brandy with-us, left we might ftand in need of re-
frefhment, we feated ourfelves in a circle on the ground,
and fpread our fare on a piece of canvas which had con-
tained it; every eye was fixed on me, and every motion
gave frefh caufe of wonder. There being no knives
among them, I carved the meat for them all, and gave
to every onea part ; the beef they eat with great avidity,
but did nét relith the bread, and rinfed their mouths feve.
ral times after it. When the meat was all eaten, they
produced fome dried fith, roots, two or three kind of ber-
ries, and a nut refembling the Chefnut in tafte: every
perfon’ having finifhed eating, Wanjarkoo, the father,
clapping his h::r-ds thrice they 21l ftart=d upon their feet,
and prepared to refume their ufual avocations; the old
man and his wife went to the canoe to finifhi their day’s
filhina ;
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fithing ; Batcherry to cut grafs; and Yeariana was left
to attend her brother, Palerino, who lay on a bed of dried
grafs in one corner of the hut; fhe, after fome minutes
paufe, took my hand, and drawing me towards Palerino,
joined it with his, and whifpering fomething to him, he
cried “ Boodjerie, Boodjerie,” Good, good, Palerino.—
and by figns afked my name, when I repeated  George,”
_two or three times; then fqueezing my hand to his
- breaft, he made me underftand that he would change
names with me, and I muft call him George, and he
would call-me Palerino, and that he would come and bring
Yeariana with “him to the fettlement, as foon as he was
~well: this ceremony was finifhed by his fifter kiffing us
_both, repeating  Boodjerie Palerino, Boodjerie Georgey’
. Good Palerino, good George,—and appeared quite over-
_joyed, They now made me underftand, that the day be~
fore I found them, as they had been out together, fearch-
ing for a kind of grub, whichis a part of their food, they
were furprized by two of the tribe of Wangal, their mor-
~ tal enemies, one of whom her brother had killed witha
fifh-gig ; during the conflict the had thrown a flone at the
{urvivor, which fo difabled him that he retreated with
difficulty to his canoe, and rowed off with precipitation :
Palerino, faint with the lofs of blood, could not reach
their habitation, and night approaching they had turned
from the road to fhelter themielves in the cave where 1
found them,

Highly pleafed with my vifit, T task leave an hour be-
fore {unfet, when they repeated their aflurances of coming
_ to the fettlement, which was what I ardently wifhed for,
as I flattered myfelf that I {hould be able to perfuade them
to flay fome tim¢ with us, and thereby cement that friend-

fhip
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fhip which had juft taken root, and might eventually
prove beneficial to the fetdement, as well as promote cer«
tain views juft dawning on my mind with refpett to
Yeariana. .

Mr. Wentworth, who refides at Norfolk Ifland, Had
been appointed to the fame ftation there that I occupy at
‘Paramatta, which, joined to his fkill in furgery, renders
him an invaluable acquifition ; and, as we frequently cor-
relpond, he has kindly promifed me an account of the
rife and progrefs of that fettlement : he fpeaks with rap-
‘ture of the urbanity of governor King to all ranks and
defcriptions, and whofe unremitting attention to the clear-
ing and cultivating the land, already enables the fettiers,
of which there are between forty and fifty failors and ma~
rines,” who have parcels of land allotted them of fixty
acres each, and about twenty convits; who have ten
acres cach, not only to fupport themfelves, but to have
fomething to fpare: indeed, they have greatly the ad—~
vantage of thole fettled at Sidney and Paramatta, the
ground being much more fertile; the wheat frequently
producing an increafe of twenty fold, and it is conjecs
tured that future harvelts will be more productive, Po-
tatoes thrive exceedingly, upwards of an hundred hav-
ing heen feen to a fingle root; and every kind of garden-
vegetable fhoots up in abundance, and in the greateft
perfeltiom :

To afcertain in what time a2 man might be able to cul~
tivate ground fufficient to fupport himfelf, the governory
about a twelve-month ago, ordered an acre of ground to
be cleared in a good fituation; it was then given to a
very decent fteady conviét, who was told, that if he was

induftrious,,
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induftrious, in order to prove the experiment, he thould
have thirty acres given him, cleared inJike manner., He
was very afliduous, and, at the expiration of fix months,
requefted another acre to be cleared for him, which was
granted ; and he is now able to fupport himfelf, without
drawing any affiftance whatever from the public ftores.

The declining health of our worthy governor render~
ing his return to Ergland indifpenfable for its re-eftab-
lithment, he made the neceffary arrangements for the fu-
ture government of the colofy; and having perfuaded
Banalong and another native to accompany him, embark-
ed on board the Atlantic tranfport, and, with the bene-
diftions of every perfon in the fettlement, proceeded on
his voyage to England.

¢ 1N I8,
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