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HITTITE hyelpi- "YOUNG, TENDER, FRESH" AND IE *Hulp-, “Hlup-

The follow1ng contribution offers a new: etymology of the
_Hittite’ term ‘hupelpi- which can throuvh IE root ngle -
be related %o IE _E%_“ Hlun- “fox “wol¥ . cat". The re-
" lation indicates that the’o6ld’ expres51on for namlng offe-
- rings to-the gods is hidden-in the IE: forms dulp—~ Hlun-f

.The etymology of the Hittite huelpi- (adj.) has since Hro-
zn§'s relation to IE *gRelbh- "womb, young one",of. OInd.ghr-.
bha- "mother's.body", Av. garswa- "idem", Gr.(SéA'fdss "young
pig", OHG kalb "Calf"l, remained on-weak phonetic and . seman=.
tic basis. B L o

~Also later attemptsy cf. the: relatlon to GHG welf ©» "young
dogy young:one“gzandithe relation~to_Arm;"§g§§ Qgiﬁ?vegetable
tissue"?, have;remained.insufficientgfq:vthey“have ~not. - wta=
ken-account of -the results of the laryngeal- theory whiéﬁdﬂjugu
stifiably rejects:Hrozn¥y's- postulate: Hittite he=-and - hu=--from

I@LSE?turalSA.; , » N |
¢ /Hitt. bpelpi- (adj.) "young,- tender, cute, fresh" ~which,
according to_Goet;qs;g substantiviseg‘adj;fﬁé;ningvﬁfyoung“af
nimal? while according té'the*latéStfdiSCQverieS»O£.th?'Hit%;f
text Instructions fo;wTemplééaffiqialg.mqre_likglyw' &§finigs;
nfirstefruitsnland:qfirstlingsv§,is a term used by the g

ttite for describing the most positive. features: of live-.and.
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unlive nature, for they, by using a substantivised form of
huelpi-, named their vegetable and animal sacrifice - for the
gods.

Considering the fact that no clear examples -to' .. verify
Hitt. -all- ffom 1E +’El§' are to be found7 the Hitt. i-stem
adjective huelpi- shduld be réconstrUbtéd“as>+HRe1p—i4.

 ;In3fﬁe abové”ﬁeﬂtibned'Hitt.'térm fhéfels“’hidden *E root
o

o o . e 4 . .
Fuelep—, - Huélp-, ;g;ép— "tender, cute, fregh, young,beau-~

tiful", The initiael laryngeal can as-préthetic vowel be' shown
in Gr. and Arm.

"~ ‘The’ reconstructed root” semantically and phoneticélly ' cor-
responds to the one noted by O¥tir- in irm. coiar "Lenero,be—
nero e dolce, molle, morbido, soave, piacevdle”. (n:the basis

of 'the recomnstruction +Holpéro~?fromfIE rootv+golep¥ he 1lin-

ked the Arm. form with Lat. lepidus "niedlich , zierlich,
allerliebst"; lepos,- —oris "PFeinheit, Anmuty - heiter Witgn?
and " Lith. lepls "weichlich, verzdrtelt". The relation:between
IE *nglep— and Arm.- golar:and the above mentioned Lat. @ and-
Lith. forms i§ very appealing. The initial laryngeal -~ ‘does
not “exclude  it, for it is known that IE'+g- as well: .as - .IE-
+Hg— were shifted into Arm. g-. Cf., for the former Arm. gitem
"know" . from IE-+geid- "know" and Arm. gini. "wine" = from IE

+EOino— “idem"lq“and for the later irm. geimn "wool, fleece",

Hitt. hulana-, both from IEﬁ+HHel(e)-ll;_Arm.'Egz "is", Hitt.
huis—-"live", Goth. wisan, all from IE’+ngs- "pbe, dwell, li-

12

Ven]'

. The gquestion arises wether O¥tir's recomstruction of

thé“Arm. word cam be justified. IE Y-p-y *-t-, Tk~ after.
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nasals and liquids correspond to Arm. -b-, -d-, -.-5-13 o Arm,
goiar should therefo‘re probably be reconstructed as +13.0].—
e_r_g—lq'. The relation between Arm. goiar and IE root ++Hg.el_e£-
is therefore vague. It does not, however, prevent us from re-
lating Lat. and Lith. forms to this root.

The reconstructed root +"'HL‘%elep- in some vowel alternation

with a prothetic vowel which points to g corresponds +to IE

15 +g]'.p-, with mebathesis

expressions reconstructed by Pokorny
+l_ug- which in most IE languages mark the fox, as well as the
welf and the cat.

Gr. Méﬁ'ﬂ)% (f.), gen. &Awﬁ'gkos "fox" must be recon-
structed as *Hglap-ek'-, The early dissimilatory falling of
digama should of course be accounted of, This in Gr. is not a
sole example., Compare Gr.Ho;n. élu.gw , cf. OInd, vimiti,lat.
vomere, Lith. vémti; Gr.Hom.'TroL{lﬁ , gen.'ﬂ’oLLSSS"boy" instead
of ""de:‘FLS V R gen.‘ﬂ'oLfLJOSIG, '

~ -+. . . -
Short o-grade of IE root nglep- can.be seen in ILith. lZpe

"fox". The same vowel grade is found in OPr. lape "fox" and
Lett. Lg;gs_a "idem". Lettic -s- is probably from IE +—E— which
ean be found in Lat. volpecula, though with a bare vowel gra=- .
de of the same root. Schulzel7 thought of syncope when  men-
tioning the Lett. form which accordingly may indicate IE form

+Hg.lop—ek'— or Hulop-ok'=?

Lat. volpes "fox" pointing to a bare vowel grade is origi~
nally an é-stem with a secondary nom. -s as vate-s "prophet'zq
Perhaps Goth. wulfa "wolf", OHG wolf, ASax. wulf ' should

be related to IE +Hl’%elep-. The majority of scholars see in
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these Germanic forms the starting form +H%k*oslg while Zupi-

20

tza saw in them the IE form +H}pos. Such reconstructed Ger=

manic forms can be related to MPers. gurpak "domestic cat",Li-

d'en21 here assumed an Arian starting point +H§pap comparing

it to Lith. viloiéis "wild cat*. Iran.—Balt.;+ulpo- origi~

nally should have meant "wild cat" znd only secondarily in
Pers. "domestlc cat", _

In. Arm. §§g§§, gen. afuesu "fox" Friskg2 saw .a . perfect
parallel to Gr«iksﬂﬁls "idem"., By relating these two he pro-
bably didn't btake inbto account Schulze's reconstruction +d}'-
hoower~. such starting Gr. form cannot be related to Arm. aX-
ugs. Arm. equivalent to Gr. ‘GIACOTEK - shouid begin with i-
nitial g-. About Arm. g- from IE4+g- or +HH‘ see the above
mentioned remarks in the texﬁ;iThefﬂrm. fg;m should be recon-
structed aS'*Hlppek!o,. Thematic form of IE +ElupeekL is con-
ditioned by the rule about Armenian acceht,ﬁcf. Arm., gégg <
IZ *ebheret, OInd. &bharet, Gr.E?EQ& 25 IE Tep- in mid-vo-
wel position through- 12g—hpa35ed into Arm. -w-, cf. Arm. ew
"and, also" from IE +ggi, OInd. &pi "also, then", Gr,%ﬁf;Arm.
‘hoviv "shepherd" from IE +ogi—p§2é,vA£ter the falling of pre-
accent -u-, cf. Arm. orcam "vomite" < *oruchn®?, the irm. w
caused the change of Arm¢ -1~ into -X-. The initiesl Arm. & a-
is a vocalised laryngeal *H, cf. Gr.jﬁésﬁn]% and Hitt. huel-
E-. ce e A | | L

‘ Av.-g;gggf‘ﬁwgasel" according to the generesl opinion  but
"fox" according ¥o the‘latest discoveries, as Hofmann®® assu-

mes from the texts and reconstructs it as +lupE (ef. Lat.
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*volpg), is also related to IE ‘Hlup-.

Av. urupi- "fox" is an i-stem with its starting form +;3—
pi-.. Lat. QEEE§‘"wolf"“shpuldsalso be-included here.The later
should be regarded as a form inherited frovaE-+§;EE- and not
as the one taken over from Sab.27. The same vowel alternation
of the root.probably:contain Kim;,vllzyarn "fox", OCorn. lou-
5935,,MBret;4loua:n28°101nd.tlonaéé—-"fox, Jackal®™ and = Av.
raopi- "idem" point %o a;v;ddhi form- of the IE fglgg-.

-~ Owing to the appearance in the above mentioned expre—
ssions. for: fox, a wolf anc a:cat of the same root attested in

Hitt. ggelpi—, Lat. lepidus, lepOs, -oris, Lith. leplds, there

is a need %o have a'closer look.at the role of -these -animals

with Indoeuropeans. The original meaning of IE +H%%pr, *Hlup-

is "young,: tender, cute, fresh™. Here a hypothesis forces it-
self that all theseiabove mentioned forms do not point to. an
0ld IE expression for naming the beast as”Pokorny291 -assumed
but they reveal one of the oldest expressions.for naming of-
ferings.of:Indoeurqpens. It therefore reveals an old saq:al»
role of the fox, the wolf and the cat. The reason for the to-
tal loss of traces of this' role should be: looked for in ' the
break- through of new ideas or religions which all wanted %o
supress.the‘oid spirit and offering‘cénnected with it. Ukr.
gqhénin "Wolf“ besidéé-"pagan; the one who is impure",cf. poé~
Qgé "imﬁurity, corruption, filfhinééé", probably taken  over
from Lat. paganus, cleérly points to the above mentioned hy-

pothesis.

Indoeuropean lexiqa shows that Indoeuropeans often  named
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their tributes using a term "young; chastejy without being
added to; what is fresh; cubte, tender" or with a - superlative
"beautiful”. When the tribute was abandoned this term . only
marked a concrete sacrificial object that is a sheep, a pig,
a horse etc.

Thus how from OHG adj. frisc "fresh" an OGH noun friscing,
translated in same cases as "hostia, victima, holocaustum"Bo,
was derived. At the same time the same term is often used to
mark a pig and a sheepBl. IHG vriscing means only - "young
sheep or young pig" and also "tax". lLiodern German ' Frischling
has retained only a non sacral meaning "wild boar".

A similar principle can be found in 3Slav. +Drésn£ +4fresh,
row, without addition". A derivation *opr&snszks, cf.  ORuss.
onfésnmkﬁ with its meaning "hostia". beside "unleavened bread"
Slov. dial. presmec "Easter bread™ originally probably meant
+"sacrifice, the thing which is pure, nothing is added to it"

Also OHG zebar "sacrificial animal", ASax. tiber "iden",
tifer, Goth. tibr "sacrifice"az, ONor. tifurr "god"33 s . Arm.

tvar "ram" from +di2- most. likely indicates the above shown

semantic chain. Perhaps one should see in Pokorny's Trecon-
struction taip-2* « *dei(s)p- the IE root *de%(a)- "hell

35

glanzen, schimmern, scheinen", cf. OHG zeiz "zart, unmutig"’?
To the German forms LHG ungeZibere, Liodern German Ungeziefer
"vermin" or "uynreines, nicht zum Opfer geeignetes Tier"36
must also be related .

The same principle of marking can be observed also in Eith

uzuéugba (nom.-acc.n.pl.) < +§uppa§a "eultic pure meat" from
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Zuppi- "pure"37,

The hypothesis that in the semantic chain in +the princi-
ple of naming sacrifice to the gods realizes itself as a bterm
marking a concrete sacrificial object, while the beginning of
the same chain points to the.quality of the sacrificial ob-
ject is also illustrated by Norv. sau "sheep", Swed. s8,0Nor.
saudr "idem". These markings are phonetically identical with
Goth,. EEEPE "gsacrifica". All these terms must be. related to
CIsl. sjé&a 'boil, cook", ASax. séoden, Eng. seethe, OEG sio-
dan "boil" which all correspond to IE root f§gg:§7 "boil, mo-

n38

ve quickly . The above .shown semantic chain points to . an

0ld pagan offering of cooked nutton>?

+ After abandoning - the
sacrificing the term with its meaning "sacrifice" or - "cooked
nutton™ was given a completely non sacral, concrete mea~-
ning Msheep™.

Pokorny assumed the IE +g}p—, *lgg— to be original forms

for naming fbhe'~beas't7."Zu.pi’cza'q'0 shared the same opinion, for

he saw in these forms the original meaning "the one . who
tears" and therefore connected +g}p-, +lu;g— beside - +E}kw-

with IE root +gel(e)—,-cf. Lat. vello "rupfen, zupfen,raufent

The central meaning of IE ‘Huelep- is "fox". This in ori-
ginal home of the Indoeuropeans probably didn't arouse fear,
above all one cannot assume her greed for fowl. This could
happen much later. Dating from the same period are  probably
also single linguistic “%abuistisdhe Unmbildungen® - as Pokorny
expressed himself, Riegler4l also spoke of the mythical . and
foleloric role of the fox as well as Peuckert42, but ‘both.
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saw in it a demonic power, arousing fear in man. Tabuistic
expressions for the fox in different IE languages do not re-
ject their statements, but this, probably, is not the origi-
nal role of the fox. It is not a mere coincidence that the
citation used by Grimm43 to show a horse as a sacrificial a-
nimal and with it the man's irresistible greed for consuning
horse's meat which, at the time of Christianity was = stric-
tly forbidden, testifies in favour of the fox. It seems that
her meat was equally esteemed as that of -the horse'sf But the
reoples wouldn't haVe esteemed’ fox's meat if the fox had a-
roused: - in them such fear as is generally attributed to her;
"Hieronymus adv. Jov. Lib. 2. (ed.basil. 1553.2, 75):  Sar-
matae, Quadi, Vandali et innumerabiles aliae gentes  equorum
et vulpium carnibus delectantur". A citation which points +to
the consumptiom of cat's meat which runs:"Otto friscing 6,lo0:
audiat, quod Pecenati et hi:' qui - Falones vocantur crudis et
immundis carnibus, utpote -equinis é% catinis  usque hodie
vescuntur" must also be understand in the same context.

‘The wolf as well as.the fox and the cat must have aroused
in:the mind of Indoeuropean ﬁan a-glowing strength and, owing
thaty an esteemed animal. From this originates aiso an old
desire for identification With him, cf. personal nouns such

as Lat. Vlp(ius), Lupio, Lupus, Iupillus etc.; 0HG Wolf (e.g.

wolf Zenebus, noted in 1424, who was a knight, as well as -

Wolf v. Stain, noted in 1291), Gal.AONEQVloﬁtetc.

And last but not least the legend about the beginning . of

the Roman empire shows that the wolf originally in the ' mind
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of the Indoeuropean man was not a demonic destructive animal

as it is generally assumedq'4

The prev1ous arouments do not flnally define the sacral
role of the fox, the wolf and the cat. A firmer decls1on a-

bout this role would demand:an interdisciplinary research.

My thanks are due to professors Boaan Cop and VarJa Cvet-
ko-Oresnik for critical observatlons and to Blaga Juvan  for
translation.
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Povzetek

HETITSKO hgelpl— "MLAD, NEZVN, oVEZ" IN IDE. Hg}p—; +H1up;'
txeTeITIL 4 ou : '
‘QPrlgbevéﬁfpoﬁuba novo etlmologlao hetltskega Teksema huel-

23? "mlad, 'neﬁen, sveé" ki ‘ga Jje mo¥no prek ides korena

Huelep- povezati z lat. lepidus "niedlich, 21erllch aller-
liebst", levos, 35rls'"we1chllch, verzirtelt" in z ide.izrazi
zd~"1isrco; volkE; masko"™, ki jih je Pokorny - rekonstrulral

E;_' 1uD—. Povezava sili v domnevo, da se % ide. tvorban_

Hulb- + lup- skriva staro poimenovanje za darove bogovom.
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