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NARRATIVE

OF THE

EMBASSY 70 CHINA.

-

AS the objet of this work is to furnifh the reader
with information refpe@ing China, we fhall fay little
refpe@ting the proceedings of the embafly in its courfe
thither 5 it may, however, be neceffary to offer a few
introdu&ory remarks.

The difadvantages under which Europedn countries
trade with China are great, and the Britifh nation, which
has felt thefe difadvantages in a peculiar manner, con-
ceived the idea of attempting their removal.  As the ex-
iftence of the government of Great Britain depends on its
commerce; and as from the rifing importance of the
United States of America, and the progrefs of civil and
teligious liberty in Europe, many of the old channels
- muft be in a manner (hut with refpect to _Bl'i‘i[h manu-
faQtures, the Englith government aéted with the ftricteft
view to its own intereft, in planning the embafly to
China for that purpofe. i

Some intimations were certainly given to the court of
London that an ambaffador would be well received and
treated with on a commercial ground ; but that fuch in-
formation was ever authorifed by the court at Pe-kin is
4 > B



2 NARRATIVE OF THE

fomewhat more than doubtful, and from circumftances
we are inclined to think that the court of St. James’s be-
came in this cafe, asin many others, the dupe of fome
artful and interefted fpeculatift.

However, in 1788 the honourable Colonel Catlcart
was invefted with the charaéter of Minifter from this
country to the court of China: the Colonel died on his
pallage, and as minilters with their accuffomed fagacity
had negleéted to make any provifion for this event, the
miflion with which he was entrufted may be faid to have
been buried with him. However, as fucce(s’might prove
highly advantageous to the Board of Controul, and the
Court of Direétors of the India Company, if to no one
elfe, the chara@ler of Ambaflador to China was revived
in the perfon of Lord Macartney, a2 nobleman certainly
well qualified for the tafk.. Great expenfes were incurred,
and many exertions made to render this embafly worthy of
the country from which it was fent; but, perhaps, after
all that was done, we fhall not err in faying, it was bet-
ter calculated to fucceed with a nation of Indians, or with
a petty African Prince, than with the government of
China ; for if the court of Pe-kin was to be fwayed by
fplendour, much more ought to have been done to have
accomplifhed it than was done ;—but fuppoling the Chi-
nefe government to have ferioully meditated commercial
arrangements, lefs trick would, perhaps, have fucceeded
better—be this as it may, the {uccefs was what might have
been expe@ed, difgrace and contempt—the gentlemen of
the embafly had a journey to Pe-kin, and realized the
fpirit of a diftich written on a certain monarch and his
army—¢ March'd up the hill, and then march’d down
¢ again.”

As we fhall in the courfe of our narrative have occafion
to mention in particular f{everal of the gentlemen who
formed the fuite of Easl Macastney, before we proceed:
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it may be proper to prefent the reader with a general
lift of their perfons and fituations :

Sir George Staunton, Bart, Secretary to the Embaffy ;

Lieut. Col. Benfon, Commandant of the Ambaffador’s
Guard ;

Lieut. H. W. Parifh, of the Royal Artillery ;

Lieut. J. Crewe ;

Mr. Achefon Maxwell, | Joint Secretaries to the

Mr. Edward Winder, J Ambaffador ;

Mr. Baring, Affiftant Secretary, outward-bound ; fon of
Sir Francis Baring, Bart.

Dr. Gillan, Phyfician and Philofopher to the Embaffy ;

Dr. Scott, Phyfician and ,Surgeon to the Embafly 5

Mr. Barrow, Comptroller of the Houfehold ;

Dr. Dinwiddie, Mechanift, Condutor of mathematical
and aftronomical prefents ;

Mafter George Staunton, fon of Sir Gcorge Staunton,
Bart. '

Thomas Hickey, Portrait Painter ;

M. Alexander, Draftfman ;

Mr. Huttner, Preceptor to Mafter Staunton ;
Mr. Plumb, Interpreter,

i
HIS EXCELLENCY'S SERVANTS, &C.

A Steward, and an under do, A Carpenter and Joiner,

2 Valets de Chambre, A Saddler,

A Cook, A Gardener,

o C(}uricrs, A Taylor,

A Fbmman, A Watchmaker,

A’ Baker, A Mathematical Inflru-
A Band of fix Muficians, ment-maker,

BELONGING TO, SIR G- STAUNTON.
2 Servants, 1 Gardeners;
Wh“-h, with Mr. Crewe’s Valet de Chambre, formed
B2
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the whole of the domeftic eftablithment, except three na-
tives of China, who went out from England.

MILITARY ESTARBLISHMENT.

20 Men of the Royal Artillery ;

10 Ditto 11th Light Dragoons ;

20 Ditto drafted from the additional Companies of In-
fantry, at Chatham,

SHIPS EMPLOYED TO TAKE THE EMBASSY TO CHINA.

The Lion, of 64 guns, Sir Eral. Gower, Commander ;

The Hindoftan Eaft Indiaman, Capt. William Mackin-_
toth, Commander ; .

The Jackall brig for a tender, manned by officers and
men from the Lion.

7

LIST OF THE OFFICERS ON BOARD THE LION. -

Sir Erafmus Gower, Knight, Commander j

Mr. Cambell, 1ft. Lieutenant ;

Mr. Whitman, 2d. ditto;

Mr. Atkins, 3d. ditto;

Mr. Cox, 4th. ditto—died at Chufan ;

Mr, Ommaney, acting Licutenant ;

Mr. Jackfon, Mafter of the Lion ;

Mr. Saunders, Malter’s-mate ;

Mr. Tippett, ditto ;

Mr. Siues, ditto ;

Mr. Lowe, ditto;

Mr. Roper, ditto ;

Mr. Warren, ditto, fon of Dr. Warren, prometed te
be adting Licutenant ;

M:. Kent;

Mr. Chapman, appointed Gunner, vice Corke, deceafed ;

Right Hon. Lord Mark Kerr, Midfhipman, promoted
to be adting Licutenant ; : '
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Hon. Wm. Stuart, Midfhipman ;

Mr. Bromely, ditto; :

Mr. Swinbourne, do,

Mr. Kelly, do.

Mr. Dilkes, do.

Mr. Trollope, do.

Mr. Heywood, do.

M. Hickey, do. _

Mr. Thompfon, do. -

Mr, Waller, do. (died at Wampoa;) ‘

Mr. Beaumont, do. {returned home from Angara Point,
for the recovery of his health ;)

Mr. Snipe, do. s -'

Mr. Wools, do.

Mr. Montague, do.

Mr. Chambers, do,

Mz, Scott, do. ' _—_

Mr. Bridgeman, do,

Mr. Perkins, do.

Mr. Sarradine, do. ) ;

Mr. Tothill, Purfer, (died at Cochin China ;)

Mr. Weft, Captain’s Clerk ;

Mr. Nutt, Surgeon ;

Mr. Anderfon, Chief-mate 3

Mr. Cooper, fecond ditto ;

Mr. Thomas, third ditto;

Mr. Humphries, Schoolmafter.

Every neceflary arrangement being made, the ambaf-
fador and his fuite arrived on board the Lion at Spithead,
on Friday the 211t of September, 1792 and on Tuefday
the 25th, at five o’clock in the afternoon, we took our
final departure from that place. On the 11th of October
we reached Funchal Bay, in the ifland of Madeira, from
whence we again failed on the 18th, and on the 21t an<
chored in Santa Cruz Bay, in the ifland of Teneriffe.
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On the 29th we left Santa Cruz, and artived at the
ifland and town of St. Jago on 2d of November ; on the
7th we again feiled ; on the 18th we found ourfelves
under the equator, and on the ift of December, in the
afternoon, we arrived in Rio Janeiro harbour. At this
place, mutual compliments and ceremonious attention
were paid by the governor and Lord Macartney to each
other, and here we remained till the 15th, when we
worked down the harbour to fifteen fathom water, and
the next day took our leave, and at three o'clock in the
afternoon, of March the 6th, 1793, came to in Batavia
road,

March the 27th, we weighed anchor, and made fail
from this place, running between the ifland of Onrooft
and the main.

The Jackall brig being given up for loft, Lord Ma-
cartney had purchafed a French veffel at Batavia to fup-
ply her place, and gave her the namie of the Clarence,
The Clarence, however, had only joined us the day be-
fore we reccived intelligence of the Jackall, by a (hip
from Oftend to Batavia ; and this intelligence was con-
firmed by the brig joining us on the 23d, to the great yay
of the whole embafiy.

On the 2gth we loft one of our crew, of the name of
Leighton, who had gone afhore to wafh his linen at
Sumatra beach, and was found covered with wounds,
and murdered by the Malays.  “Fo the favage difpofition
of thefc pcoplc, this event gave additional, though me-
lancholy, teftimony, “The latt rites were paid to the'
body of the deccafed with the utmoft decency and res
fpect ; and the feelings of the whole thip’s company on
the occafion were the belt culoglum on his charaéter
and condutt.

Pafling a variety of iflands, without any occurrence
worthy of remark, we came to anchor in Pulo Condore

i
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Bay, May 16. Soon after our arrival, a party of gen~
tlemen, accompanied by one of the Chinefe interpreters,
went on Thore, Some of the natives met us on the beach,
with whom we proceeded till we came at a fmall dif-
tance to a village of bamboo huts ; onc of which was the
refidence of the chief, whofe authority extended over the
whole ifland.  Like the reft, his habitation was formed
of bamboo, raifed on four pofts, a few feet from the
ground. Here we found feveral natives of Cochin
China, who wore no other drefs but a piece of linen
round their waifts, and a black turban on their heads.
The chief was habited in a loofe black gown, and a pair
of black filk trowfers. He was alfo decorated with a-
filver cord thrown over his fhoulder, from which a {mall
bag of elegant workmanfhip was {ulpended. Incommon
with the reft, he wore a turban, but no fhoes. He ap-
peared to be the objet of very great refpe&.

Near this palace, if it may be fo called, ftood the
temple. Externally, it refembled the other buildings;
but the infide was adorned with various military wea-
pons of Europe, particularly fome old fire arms, of which
they evidently did not know the ufe, and feemed to confider
them only as objefls of veneration, The difcharge of a
mufket againft a tree excited the moft lively alarm and
aftonifhment, They eagerly examined the place where
the ball entered 5 they even contrived to extract it, and
then prefented it to each other, with the moft vifible
£motion,

Having entered into a treaty with the chief for a
fupply of buffaloes, poultry, and fruit, with which he
was to furnifh us the next day, we were regaled with
tice and fifh, Finding that cocoa nuts would be ac-
ceptable, he immediately ordered fome to be procured for
Uss  The dexterity thefe people fhewed in climbing the
trees that produced them, is aftonifhing. On our re-
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turn to the fhip, we obferved caves on the beach vefy
ingenioufly conftructed.

Pulo Condore is but thinly peopled. The means of
fubfiftence is difficult ; and population of courfe muft be
influenced thereby. Thisifland is fubjec to the King of
Cochin China.

To our utter aftonithment, on landing next morning,
to receive the ftipulated fupply of provifions, we found
the village deferted, and every moveable carried off. A
letter in Chinefe charaéters, left in the hut of the chief,
explained the reafons of this fudden and unexpetted
movement. It feems they were apprehenfive we medi-
tated hoftilities againft them, from our fhips coming to

“anchor in their bay ; they earneftly implored us to fpare
their humble dwellings, which they intended to re-oc-
cupy on our departure ; and dwelt on their poverty,
which they perhaps concluded was their beit protec-
tion, and the ftrongeft argument to allay European ras
pacity. -

Being obliged to fet fail ‘without our expeéted fup-
ply, we left Pulo Condore on the -18th, and pafling
feveral iflands of different forms and magnitudes; we an=
chored in Turon Bay, in Cochin China, on the evening
of the 26th,

Soon after our arrival the Ambaffador reccived a vifit
from feveral mandarins, who came in great ftate. They
were liberally entertained ; but at firft feemed averle to
tafte the wines and other liquors which were. fet before
them. This referve appearing to arife from fear, Lord
Macartnéy fet them an example, when they indulged
very freely; fhewing a particular predile&ion for cherry
and rafberry brandy. Thefe chiefs wore nearly the fame
kind of drefs as we have defcribed at Pulo Condore, €X+
cept that they had a girdle of filver cordage. Their do-
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feftics were clad in a fancy drefs, refembling Tartan;
and their legs and feet were wholly bare. ,

Intelligence of our arrival having reached the court; in
the evening of the 2gth the prime minifter of the King of
Cochin China, attended by {everal mandarins, came, in
his Majefty’s name, to invite the Ambaflador-to dinner,
His Excellency obligingly accepted the invitation, but
poftponed the day to the 4th June.

In the interim, he reccived a prefent from the king,
confifting of a great number of buffaloes, hogs, fowls,
. ducks, fome bags of rice, and fome jars of famptfoo, a
Chinefe liquor, reckoned very delicious, .

We vifited the town of Fie-Fou, while we lay here,
It is nothing but an aflemblage of wretched bamboo
huts; but it has a good market ; and were the induftry
of the natives equal to the fertility of the foil, this place
would be remarkably abundant. They feem, however, to
have little knowledge of agriculture : they fubfift;therefore,
shiefly on the fpontaneous produce of the earth, and make
their women a principal branch of their trade. Fora
gertain confideration, they are always ready to conlign
them to the fociety of Europeans who touch here, with-
out any apparent fenfe of impropriety. In one of our
excurfions to the f{hore, we {aw fix elephants performing
a variety of unwicldy feats, for the entertainment of the
auandarins who had affembled here.

The 4th of June was ufhered in with a falute of
twenty-one guns; the royal ftandard of Great Britain,
the St. George’s enfign, and the union; were all dif-
Played at their appropriate ftations.  Several mandarins
waited Lord Macartney’s arrival on thore, and attended
him, under an efcost of his own troops, to the refidence
of the prime minifter, A collation was here providcd for
him, conﬁiling of all the daintics the country afforded

=,
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after partaking of which, he returned on board, inter-
changing mutual civilities with his hofts. :

Thus far affairs proceeded to the fatisfadion of all
parties in Cochin China; but the mafter of the Lion,
who had gone in the cutter to take foundings in the bay,
having unrefleftingly begun to furvey the coaft, was im-
mediately fcized, with feven men who accon lpanls,d
him, and carried prifoners to the capital.

When we firft received this difagreeable intelligence,
the impreflion it made is not eafily conceived. It was
not only the danger to which our countrymen had ex-
pofed themfelves, that affeCted the embaily; but as this
kingdom is tributary’ to China, it was feared that a re«
prefentation of this condu& might make it appear cri-
minal, and have an injurious effet on all our future
proceedings ; and that the objeét fo much at heart—to
infpirc confidence, would be changed into fufpicion and
alarm. The gocd offices of the mandarins were inftantly
and earneftly folicited, and one of the interpreters was
fent on fhore to promote an inquiry, and furnith an ex-
planation 5 and on the 13th, we had the happinefs to
fee the mafter and his men return in fafety, after an ab-
fence of fix days. What they fuffered, during this pe-
riod of fufpenfe, cannot well be defcribed. Nothing
but a refpeét for the country to which they belonged, and
a regard to the miflion on which they were employed,
could have faved them from certain death.

This was not the only unpleafant event that befel us
hére._ We loft a refpetable gentleman, the purfer of
the Lion, who died after a few days illnefs on the 12th,
and was interred on fhore with all poffible folcmmty and
refpect.

On June 16, at four in the afternoon, we fet fail from
Turon Bay, with the weather moderate and fair, and on
the 20th, at fix P. M, faw the land on the north-north-
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eaft ; at eight the body of the Grand Ladrone bore north-
north-eaft.

Sir George and Mr. Staunton, with one of Tord Ma-
cartney’s fecretaries, were here charged with letters and
bufinefs to the commiflioners, Meil. Brown, Irvine, and
Jackfon, who had been fent from England to notify the
expefted embafly, and who were then at Macao. They
accordingly fet fail in the Jackall brig, accompanied by
the Clarence, for that place. Mr. Coa and Mr, Niaung,
the two natives of China whom we had brought from
Europe, accoinpanied them with the defign of proceeding
over land to the place of their nativity.

Thefe worthy chara&ers took leave of their friends on
board the Lion, with whom they had made fo long a
voyage, with genuine affe&ion ; but they manifefted all the
impatience natural to thofe who had been feparated. for
fo great a length of time, and at fuch a diltance, from
their native land. :

At half paft eight in the morning of the 21ft we came
to anchor on the north point of the Grand Ladrone
ifland.

On Sunday the 23d the Jackall and Clarence returned
fromMacao. Sir George Staunton foon after went on board
the Lion, and from what information he had obtained
from the commiifioners, the moft fanguine hopes were
entertained that the embafly would be crowned with
fuccefs,

We now entered the Yellow Sea, when nothing ma-
terial happened till we arrived at the end of this branch
of our voyage, We faw many iflands in our paffage,
and met with feveral Chinefe junks and fithing boats.

While in the Yellow Sea, Sir Erafinus Gower thought
‘proper to name feveral rocks on the coaft, that had no
denomination, after the three principal characers of the
embafly,

Ca
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On Sunday July 21ft, in the afternoon, the Lion came
fo an anchor in Jangangfoe Bay, when Licuts, Campbel}
and Ommaney, Mr. Huttner, and Mr. Plumb, the in-
terpreter, went in the cutter to Mettow, to learn if there
was any track by which the Lion could enter the river,
or if there was any river on that coaft, by whofe navi-
gation fhe could make a nearer approach to Pe-kin, and
if not, they were then to concert meafures with the
mandarin of the place for the difembarkation of the
fuite. i

The next morning the Endeavour brig arrived from
Macao and Canton with difpatches from the commif-
fioners.

On Tuefday the 23d a mandarin of Chufan fent a pre-
fent of twelve fine fmall bullocks, a number of hogs and
a large quantity of fruit, rice, &c.

On the 25th the cutter returned, and Lieut. Campbell
and his company . gave a very pleafing account of the
holpitality they experienced from the Chinefe at Mettow,
having been not only received with the greateft civility,
but furnifhed with every accommodation and neceffary.
It was, however, found abfolutely impracticable to pro-
ceed farther with the fhips, as the whole way to the
mouth of the river was a chain of fhoals, with a bar
running acrofs the entrance of it not more than fix feet
deep at high water.

T'he Jackall and Clarence, therefore, failed with Mr.
Huttner and Mr. Plumb to Mettow, to make arrange-
ments for the landing of the embafly, and to fix the
time when the Ambaflador thould go on fhore.

On the 2d of Auguft a prefent of fixteen bullocks,
thirty-two fheep, fome hogs, vegetables, tea, fugar, &¢.
was fent on board the Lion, A principal mandarin alfo
came on board from one of the junks, and finally fettled
with his Excellency the fucceeding Monday for the day
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of his difembarkation ; and that the heavy baggage, &c.
fhould be previoufly removed into the junks.  The man-
darin, after exprefling great furprife at our wooden pa-
lace, and the various arrangements and conveniences of
it, was hoifted into one of our boats in the accommoda-
tion chair, a ceremony with which he appeared to be
much pleafed.

On Monday, at four o'clock in the morning, feveral
junks came along-fide the Lion to receive the remainder
of the Ambaflador's baggage, and his Excellency was
now joined by the remainder of his fuite from the Hin-
doftan.

At eight o’clock orders were given to man fhip, pre-
vious to his Excellency's difembarkation, which teok
place almoft immediately ; when he received three cheers
from the feamen, and a falute of nincteen guns from the
Lion and Hindoftan,

At nine o'clock the reft of the fuite took their flations
on board their different junks; the Ambaflador, Sir
George Staunton and fon, being on board the Clarence
brig.

The number of junks occupied by the fuite and bag-
gage amounted in all to twenty fail. At two o’clock in
the afterncon we faw the town of Mettow ; and at three
the junks came to anchor at the mouth of ‘h? river,
where the Jackall, Clarence, and Endeavour had arrived
before us, In the evening the mandarin fent us an ac-
ceptable prefent of drefled meats, and a variety of fruits,

This town, thgngh gxtcnﬁvc’ has neither the charms
of elegance, or the merit of uniformity; it is fituated
on a fwamp, occafioned by the frequent overflowing of
the fea, notwithﬂanding the inhabitants have taken the
Precaution to make an embankment on the fhore.

The houfes are built of mud, with bamboo roafs;
$hey arc very low, and without cither floors or pave-

3
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ments, At fome diftance from the town thcrc‘arc feveral
buildings of a very fuperior kind, which belong to the
mandarins of the place: they are conftru@ed of ftone
and wood; the body of the houfe being of the former,
and the wings and galleries, of the latter, varioully
painted ; they are of a fquare form, three ftories high,
and each ftory has a furrounding range of palifadoes,
gilt and fancifully painted. T he ground floor is fronted
with piazzas ornamented in the fame manner. The
wings project on cach fide the body of the houfe, and
appear to contain a confiderable range of apartments.

‘The mandarins here are attended by a great number
of guards, infantry and cavalry, who live in tents pitched
vound the refidence of the perfonage whom they ferve,

The immenfe crowd of fpeétators who affembled to
fee the Ambaflador land, proves Mettow to be a place of
prodigious population. Many of thefe people were on
horfeback andin carriages, and the banks of the river
where the junks lay at anchor were entirely covered with
them.

The fort in this place conlifts of a {quare tower, ap-
pearing rather to have been conftruted for ornament
than public utility ; it flands on the margin of the fea,
and commands the entrance of the river, but it had not
a fingle picce of ordnance mounted.

The river here is about a furlong over, and the co=
Jour of the water muddy, its depth is unequal, being in
fome parts nine feet deep, in others fix, and in fore
parts not more than two.

The country around, on both fides of the river, is
flat, but the foil is rich and exceedingly fertile,

The whole of the morning of Tuefday the 6th was

: cmp}oyed in removing the baggage to the junks, hired
~for the embafly by Van.Tadge-In, a mandarin of the
firlt clafs, who had been ap?ointcd to conduét the bpf=
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nefs of the embafy, in every thing that related to the
refidence, provifions, and journey of the fuite.

This perfon was of a pleafing and open countenance,
and his manners were polite and unaffe&ted ; the appoint-
ment of a man of this defcription, while it impreffed
us with a favourable opinion of the Chinefe government,
ferved to encourage our hopes of {uccels with refpect to
the object of our journey.

At noon the mandarin’s boat brought us a quantity
of raw Dbeef, bread, apples, pears, fhaddocks, and
oranges: the beef was of a very good quality, but the
bread was by no means pleafant to our tafte. The fhape
and fize of the loaves are {imilar to a middling orange
cut in two. They are compofed of flour and water,
and the fteam of boiling water, to which they are ex-
pofed for a few minutes, is all the baking, if it may be
{fo called, which the bread receives. We, therefore,
found it neceflary to cut it int {lices and toaft it before we
could reconcile it to our plates. .

In the afternoon of the day we received another fupply
of beef, mutton, pork, whole pigs, and poultry of all
forts, both roaft and boiled.

The roafted meat had a very oily tafle, arifing from
fome preparation that the Chinefe ufe, which gives it a
glofs like that of varnifh., The beiled meat, being free
from this oily tafte, was far preferable, or, at lealt, more
agreeable to ys. '

"~ We here learned the indifference of the Chinefe con~
cerning their food, and this circumftance made feveral
of us very cautious of what we eat; and as to their
hathes and ftews, many refufed ‘their allowance, from
the apprehenfion of their being compoled of unwholefome
flefh. :

Another circumftance added to the difguft we felt at
Chinefe cookery, and furnifhed us with ocular demon-
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itration of the grofs appetites of the Chinefe peoples
“T'he pigs on board the Lion being affeéted with a diforder
which proved fatal to them, feveral were thrown over<
board ; the Chinefe belonging to the junks immediately
got out their boats and picked up thefe difeafed carcafes,
when having drefled a part of them, they appeared to
make a very comfortable meal, at the fame time ridi-
culing us for our extravagant delicacy.,

The junks, or Chinefe veifels, are built of beach
wood and bamboo, with a flat botton), from thirty to
an hundred feet in length, and from about ten to thirty
in breadth.

Mr. Anderfon gives the following defcription of that
on which he was on board.* < On the firlt deck was a
¢ range of very neat and commodious apartments,
¢¢ which were clean and decorated with paintings ; they
¢ conlifted of three flecping apartments, a dining par-
¢¢ lour, with a kitchen, and two rooms for fervants ; the
¢ floor is made to lift up, by hatches all along the
¢¢ junk, to each of which there is a brafs ring : beneath
¢¢ is an hold, or vacant fpace for containing lumber ; and
< the quantity of goods that can be ftowed away in thefe
¢¢ places is almolt incredible.

« On the upper or main deck, there is a range of
< fourteen or fifteen fmall chambers, allotted for the
¢ ufe of the men belonging to the junk, and an apart-
¢ ment for the captain or owner of the veflel,

¢« In the lower deck the windows are made of wood,
¢ with very fmall fquare holes, covered with a fort of
¢ glazed, tranfparent paper; the fafhes are divided inte
« four parts, and made to take out occafionally, either
¢ to admit the air for coolnefs, or to {weeten the apart-
« ments. On the outlide there is a coloured curtain,

* Oétavo edition of Account of the Embafly to China, p. 97+
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« that extends from one end of the junk to the othery
¢ which, in very hot weather, is unfurled and fixed up
¢ to fhade the apartments from the heat of the fun.
« There are alfo fhutters, which flide before the win~
« dows, to prevent the effects of cold weather, or any
¢ inclemency of the feafon. :

«¢ There is a gang-way on both fides of the veflel,
¢ about thirty inches broad, by way of pallage, without
 entering into any' of the apartments; and though
¢ many of thefe veflels carry from two to three hundred
¢ tons, they only draw three feet water, fo that they
€ can be worked with eafe and fafety in the moft thoaly
“ rivers. Some of thefe junks have two mafts,ghough,
““in general, they have but one, witha very aukward
kind of ruddery but the more elegant vellels of this
kind, which I have juft defcribed, are only calculated
for the navigaiion of a river, as they are not con=
ftructed with fuffcient ftrength to refift the violent ef-
¢ felts of wind and weather.”

Al veffels which navigate the rivers in China have 2
lamp hoifted to the maft head, as foon as it is dark, to
prevent accidents which might otherwife happen from
veflels running foul of each other. ' Thefe lamps are
made of tranfparent paper, with characters painted on
them, to notify the name of the junk, or the rank of
any paffengcrg on board it 3 and the number of Ii‘ghts are
proportioned to the rank of the perfons who occupy the
junks, The fame notification is given in the day-time
by filken enfigns” with paintéd chara&ers. From the
prodigious number of junks which navigate this river, 2
very pleafing effe@ is produccd by fuch an affemblage
of lights moving along the water. :

On the morning of the 7th the Ambaffador paid 2 vifit
to the principal mandarin of Mettow, to take leave 3

D
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and at eleven o'clock the whole {uite proceeded on theit
voyage.

On the 8th we reccived a large fupply of tea, fugar,
breéad, vegetables of all forts, a large quantity of fruit,
confifting of apples, pears, grapes, and oranges, and a
quantity of provifions of different kinds ready drefled 5
thefe fupplies were, indeed, at all times furnifhed, in
the greatelt abundance. We likewife received a l"upply"
of wood and charcoal for culinary ufes.

* Words can but faintly convey the effe@ which the no~
velty and beauty of the fcene produced on our minds, as we.
pafled through a country rich in the charms of nature and
of artyy Cultivation every where around feemed to have
exhaufted its diligent refources. The fields were en-
viched with its toils, and prefented a view of various
crops, as luxuriant as fancy can conceive ; this fcene was
alfo heightened by the abundance of fheep and the moft
beautiful cattle, which were feen grazing in the mea~
dows. ' -

The gardens, on the courfe of the ftream, appeared
alfo delightful ; they are equally adapted for pleafure and
utility ; and however much Europeans may plume them-
felves on their fuperior knowledge in agriculture, gar-
dening, and ornamental defign, the Chinefe, in moft re-
fpeéts, would bear away the palm., Their tafte, to our
eyes, may be lefs chafte, but their diligence overcomes
difficulties, which in moft countries would appear infur-
mountable. i

In this delightful voyage, the mandarin’s guards
marched by day along the bankd of the river, and at
night pitched their tents oppofite where the junks lay at
anchor. Both the fronts of the tents on land, and the
junks on the water, were decorated with lamps, which
together produced a very pleafing effect.
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The centinels, who kept a regular watch during the
night, were furnithed with a piece of hollow bamboo,
which they ftrike with a mallet at regular intervals, tq
fignify their vigilance and a&ivity. This cuftom the fols
diers informed us was univerfally adopted by the Chinefe
army.

At an early hour next morning the gongs gave the
fignal for failing. Thefe inftruments are circular, made
of brafs, and fomething refembling the cover of a large
culinary veffel ; when ftruck with a large mallet, covered
with leather, they produce a found that may be heard
farther than the European trumpet or bell, in the room
of which they are fubftituted.

With the ufual fupply of provifions, for the firft time,
we received a jar of the country wine, of about three
gallons: the mouth of this veflel was clofed with a large
plantain leaf covered with 4 top of clay, to which was
affixed a label, on which were certain Chinefe chara@ers.
This wine pollefles a good body, but the tafte is ﬂlﬁrp
and unpleafant 5 in its colour it refembles Lifbon.

In pafling feveral populous towns, on both fides of
the river, the foldiers quartered or refident there; wers
drawn up on the banks to falute the Ambaffador, while:
crowds of fpetators filled cvery acceflible fpot of view.

The uniform of a Chinefe foldier deferves a defeription,
It confifts of black nankeen trowfers, over which a kind.
of cotton flockings are drawn. Their fhoes, which are
alfo made of cotton, are extremely clumfy, broad at
the toes, and furnifhed with immoderately thick foles.
From the top of their trowfers is fufpended a purfes
which contains their money. They have neither fhirts
nor waiftcoats, but only a large black nankeen mantle
with loofe fleeves, turned up and fringed with red-co-
loured cloth of the fame fabric. A broad girdle con-
#incs this loofe yobe, ornamented in front with a kind

D2 ,
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of plate, faid to be a compofition of rice. A pipe, and
bag for tobacco, hangs from this girdle on one fide, and
afan on the other. Thefe appendages, and a fupply of
tobacco, are allowed by the Emperor.

The Chinefe troops were always, when we faw
them, drawn up in fingle ranks, with a great number
of colours or ftandards, made chiefly of green filk, with
a red border, and ornamented with golden charaders.
They wear their fwords on the left fide, with the point
forwards, fo that, when they draw them they put their
hands behind their backs, and unfheath them without be-
ing immediately perceived; a manceuvre which they
execute with gieat dexterity, and which is well adapted
for the purpofes of attack., Under their left arm is flung
a bow ; and on their backs is hung a quiver, generally
containing twelve arrows, others are armed with match-
locks of a very rufty appearance.

On all occafions when the Chinefe troops are called
to do military honours, a temporary arch covered with
filk is placed at each end of the line, in which the man-
darins {it till the perfon to be faluted appears, when they
come forward and make their appearance. Near thefe
arches are three {mall fwivels about two feet and a half
in length, which are fixed in the ground with the muzzle
pointing to the air: thefe are difcharged as the perfon
to be honoured pafles the mandarin at the end of the line,
This method of firing falutes the Chinefe have adopted
to prevent accidents, obferving, thata loaded gun fhould
never be levelled but at their enemies. In the manage-
ment of artillery and fire arms, it is not to be expected
that Europeans can derive much improvement from the
inhabitants of the eaft ; the caution they employ on oc-
cafions of rejoicing to prevent accidents from them might
give the wifelt nations a leffon ; for we well know that
melanchely, and frequently fatal accidents are occafioned
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from the want of fimilar regulations, on our days of
public rejoicing.

The foldiers have a tuft of hair on the back of their
head, which is plalted down the back, and tled. at the
extremity with a riband. The reft they fhave.. They
cover their heads with fhallow f{traw hats, bound under
the chin, and decorated with a red plume of camel’s hais.
According to our ideas, there is litle military appearance
in the compofition of a Chinefe foldier’s drefs.

In failing up the river, we faw numbers of ruftic ha-
bitations, chiefly conftrufted of mud, with fome few of
ftone. The country women, with the curiofity natural
to their fex, advanced to fee the proceflion. They
feemed to walk with difficulty ; having their feet and an-
cles bound with a red fillet to confine their growth;
and as this practice commences with their infancy, it is
aftonithing that they can walk at all, Their front hair
is combed back on the crown of the head, clubbed, and
decorated with artificial flowers and filver pins; the hind
hair is then brought up, and fecured under the club.
Except thefe decorations of the head and the bandages
on their feet, the drefs of the Chinefe women differs bus
little from that of the foldiers,

Qur progrefls was by no means rapid ; but we were
every moment attrafted by fome new objects, which pre.
vented our wifh for greater expedition. In the courfe of
one day’s failing, which could not exceed twenty-four
_miles, we paffed fuch an immenfe number of junks, and
faw fuch crowds of peoplc, as would almolt exceed belief
did we attempt calculation. Independent of the moving
fcene, the river itfelf, fpacious and meandering, was a
noble objeét ; and the diverfity of its banks, and the views
- which occafionally opened over a rich and varied country,

-Would have afforded a fcope to the moft glowing pencil.
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On the 10th, we for the firft time faw the plantationé
of the tea-tree. This plant, which, from being origi-
nally an ufelefs luxury, has now become a neceffary in
fo many countries, we have before defcribed, 2 repetition
here would therefore be needlefs. Plentiful as tea ap-
pears to be in this provincé, it is not within the reach of
the lower clailes, as the crew of the junks were glad to
receive our tea leaves, which they dried, and then boiled,
to procure their favourite beverage. Tea is univerfally
ufed in China without fugar ; and as the natives, parti.
cularly the lower orders, frequently dry and reboil the
leaves for fome weeks fucceflively, they unite economy
with gratification,

We this day paffed feveral populous villages, compofed
of very neat houfes built of brick of one ftory, from
every one of which the Ambaflador received the fame
honours which have been already defcribed. The crowds
of people were beyond all calculation, and impreffed on
our minds an exalted idea of the: immenfe population of
the Chinefe empire. Nor was the number of junks that
appeared on the river lefs aftonifhing ; being fometimes
fo numerous, that the water was covered with them.

On the morning of the 11th we approached the city
Tyen-Sing. The banks of the river here prefented ficlds
of millet and rice, and the number of f{peftators that
met us, both in veflels and by land, was as great as be-
fore. For nearly two miles we obferved a range of {alt
heaps, difpofed in columns, and covered with matting ;
but whether manufaétured on the fpot, or for what pur-
Pofc {fucha prodigious qualltity was collefted, we were
not able to afcertain. 3

The noife and thouts of an innumerable ﬂjlﬂd'
tude of people attended our entrance into the city,
which is a very populous and extenfive place. The
Doufes are built of brick, and are in general two ftories
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high, covered with tiles; but the Want of regularity
offends the eye; and the ftreets are fo uncommonly nar=
yow, that not more than two perfons can walk a-breaft.

Soon after our arrival, the Ambaflador, who was re-
ceived with military honours, went in full form to vifit
the chief mandarin. His palace is in the centre of a
garden ; it is large and lofty, palifadoed in front, gilt
and painted in a very fanciful form, Even the external
walls are decorated with paintings ; and the roof is coated
with that bright yellow varnifh we have often noticed.
Here the ambaflador and fuite partook of a cold colla-
tion, at which all the dainties of the country were col=
le&ted, particularly confectionary.

A play was alfo performed as a mark of refpect and
attention to Lord Macartney. The theatre is a {quare
building, built principally of woed, and erected .in the
front of the mandarin’s palace. The ftage is furrounded
with galleries ; and the whole was decorated with a pro-
fufion of ribands, and filken ftreamers of varlous co-
lours. The theatrical exhibitions confifted chiefly of
reprefentations of imaginary battles, with {words, {pears,
and lances; in which the performers acquitted themfelves
with an aftonifhing aftivity. The fcenes were beauti-
fully gilt and painted, and the dreffes of the actors were
ornamented in conformity to the fcenery. The exhibi-
tion was varied with an agreeable variety of very curi-
ous deceptions by flight of hand, theatrical machinery,
and that fpecies of agility which we call tumbling ;
wherein the performers executed their parts with fuperior
addrefs and adivity, A band of mufic, confifting of
wind inftruments, enlivened the fcene. The novelty of
which pleafed the eye, rather than delighted the ear.
The female chara@ers were performed by eunuchs, for
the delicacy of the Chinefe would be {hocked at the pub-
Yic exhibition of their women.
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When the Ambaffador and - attendants returned on
board, he was faluted by three pieces of fmall ordnance,
fuch an immenfe number of people accompanied theni,
in every kind of conveyance capable of floating, that ac-
cidents appeared incvitable. We were witnefs to one,
where part of the deck of an old junk giving way, from
the cnormous preflure of fpeftators, configned- feveral
perfons to a watery grave. '

A very liberal fupply of provifions had been fent us
before we embarked, together with a fupply of wine [u
perior to that we -have before noticed : from the fuper-
abundance of our provifions we entertained the créws
who navigated the junks; thus converting the hofpitality
of the country to the benefit of its natives,’ for which
mark ofi attention they teftificd a due fenfe of gratitude. -

‘A prefent having been made of three parcels of co-
loured {ilk by the mandarin Tyen-Sing, to the embafly,
Mr. Maxwell, by the direétion of the Ambaffador, dif-
tributed them among the fuite ; but it not being poffible
for every one to have an equal fhare, it Wwas determined,
after two pieces were diftributed to each of the gentle-
men, that the remainder thould be difpofed of by drawing
lots, by which means every. perfon; whether mechanic,
fervant, mufician, or foldicr, had an equal chance.

The weather had been exceflively hot- for fome days ;
and at an early hour on the morning of the 12th of Auguft
we were vifited by a- moft tremendous {torm of thundes,
lightning, and rain; which is net unufual in this climate.

1t was found neceffary, during feveral hours in this
day, to emplay men to tow the junks along. In China,
numbers follow this laborious” vocation, to which they
are called when the wind or tide fails. /A rope is fixed
to the maft, and another to the head of the junk. Thefe
are of a length proportionable to the breadth of the rivers
and are fixed, one at each end, to a ftick of about thirty

1
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inches long, This is thrown over the head, and relts on
the breait, furminé a2 kind of harnels. Every draoght(~
man is furnifhed with a' fimilar apparatus, and when all
are rcady, the leader gives the fignal to advance ¢ 'they
att in concert, and proceed with a meafured ftep, which
is rcguldted by a kind of mufical tone, conftantly re-
peated. 'The fatigue " thefe ufeful diudges underps,
would appear exceflive to any but the Chinele; they
wade through marfhy banks, and flalk through rhuddy
foil, with a perfeverance that claims at once otr pity nnd
admiration.

Next day, when we received the ufual fupply of pra.
vifions, we fet about cooking them  ourfelves ; being
perfectly difgufted with Chinefe filthinefs in regard to
“their victuals, With refpe& to rice, however, they de-
ferve the praife of cleanlinefs, They wafh it well in
cold water, and drain it through a_fieve, then throw it
into_ boiling water, and when pulpy, take it out with a
ladle, and put it into another clean veffel, where it is
fuffered to remain till it becomes quite white and dry.
In this form it is ufed for bread. Indeed, boiled rice,
and fometimes millet, with vegetables, fried in oil,
conftitute the ufual food of the lower clafs, They eat
regularly every four hours of the day, and feldom vary
their humble repaft. ‘Their tables are about a foot
high ; on them a large veffel of rice is placed, and each
perfon, fitting on the floor, he[ps himfelf into a {mall
bafon. The vegetables are taken up With a couple of
shop-fticks, and eaten with the rice. On particular
days of rejoicing or facrifice, a more genial diet is ufed,
but feldom on any other occafion. The ufual beverage is
a weak infufion of tea.

Amid the new and extraordinary things which in
fuch rapid fucceflion c:mght the view, perhaps the number

of the inhabitants shat every where prefeme& themfelves,
= 2



26 NARRATIVE OF THE

was the molt wonderful: it may be thought to bor-
der on the marvellous, but it is a certain fa&t that we
could not pafs fewer than four thoufand junks in the
courfe of this day. '

On the 14th the weather was extremely hot and fultry,
and the mufquitos fo troublefome, as to provea very pain-
ful interruption to our repofe.

We continued to pafs extenfive fields of millet and
rice, and the country maintained its chara&er for ferti-
lity, cultivation, and abundance; though in fevgral
parts it affumed a more varied and irregular appearance
than we had yet feen.

In the forenoon we paffed a large town called Cho-
tung-poa, pleafantly fituated on the banks of the river.
The houfes are of brick, but moftly only one ftory in
height ; walls are erefed in the front of them, over
which we difcovered a great number of women viewing
the junks-as they paffed. The fpectators, whom curio-
fity had led to the banks of the river, were, as ufual, in
prodigious numbers. :

Scon after leaving Cho-tung-poa, we came to a fork
of the river, over the lateral branch of which there were
two bridges of two arches, conftru&ted with the appear-
ance of much archite&tural ﬁbility‘.' At a fmall diftance
we faw the ruins of another bridge of one arch, originally
built of hewn flone, which bore the appearance of Eu-
ropean mafonry. At a fmall diftance, on a gentle emi-
nence, {tood the palace of the mandarin, built of ftone,
two ftories high, in a pleafing ftyle of architeGure, with
a flight of {teps afcending to the door. ;

At fix o'clock in the evening we came to anchor near
the fhore, and in a fhort time after the grand mandaria
of T ycn-ﬁng, ‘efcorted 'by a numerous “train of attend-
ants, came to pay his refpeéts to the Amballador ; 2
troop of men preceded him, who were cmployed i

3
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fhouting aloud as they came cn, in order to notify his
approach. This party was followed by two men carry-
ing large filk umbrellas, with pendent curtains of the
fame thaterials, to fhelter the palankin from the rays of
the fun ; then followed a large band of ftandard-bearers,
who were fucceeded by foot foldiers. The mandarin in
his palankin appeared next, and a large efcort of cavalry
clofed the proceflion.

The mandarin of Tyen-fing remained with Lord Ma-
cartniey about an hour ; and, on his return, the procef-
fion was rendered more brilliant by a great number of
people bearing lamps and torches. ‘

On the 15th, the heat {lill continued to be extreme,
but the country ftill prefented an equally fertile appear-
ance, and the large fields of corn which we paffed, ap-
peared to be in crop and cultivation cqual to any which
are the boaft of England. We this day paffed a large
plantation of tea, where there was a vaft number of
boxes ranged in order, for the purpofe of packing the
tea.

The banks of the river became more and more diverfi-
fied ; and the alternate view of extenfive meadows,
luxuriant fields, and beautiful gardens, did not fuffer tlhe
gratification of the eye, or the mind, to be for a moment
fufpepded,

In the evening we walked along the fhorc ; the corn
was almoft ripe, agriculture appeared in its moft pleafing
form, and copious nlenty feemed to vie with the immenfe
population of this aftonithing empire.

As we continued on our voyage, the villages became
more numerous and populous, until wWe arrived at the
city of Tong-tchew on the 16th of Auguft in the after-
noon, and here our voyage ended,

Soon after our grrival, the condu@ing mandarin, ag-
mewr’d by Lord Magartney and Sir Geerge Staunton,

: £a
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went on fhore to infpect the place which the Chincfe had
prepared for the landing the prefents and baggage. It
contained about the fpace of an acre, fenced in with
matting, and furnithed with long fheds made of up-
rights of wood, covered with matting, in order to pre-
vent the packages from being injured by damp. The
ground was entirely covered with mats, and the place well
guarded on all fides by mandarins and foldiers.

A building, termed a temple, was allotted for the refi-
dence of the embally, and the whole fuite, of every de-
feription, received an invitation from the grand manda-
rin to partake of a public breakfaft, which was to be pro-
vided here on the next morning, and during the ftay of
the embafly at this place; notice was therefore given to
each junk, and orders iflued for difembarking. Ac-
cordingly, Lord Macartney and Sir George Staunton fet
out in two palankins, which had been fent for them,
and were efcorted to the temple by a party of Chinefe
foldiers, The breakfaft was compofed of various ftews,
made difhes, meat of all kinds, eggs, tea, wines, fruit,
and confectionary, ‘

Every exertion was made to land the baggage, and
prefents, w1t11 fpeed and f.lfet}r, and for this purpofe 2
number of Chinefe porters were ordered to each junk,
and fuch emulation was difplayed in this fervice, that
moft of it was fafely lodged in the depot before night.
Two Chinefe oﬂ'if_ers infpeced every cafe and package at
the gate of the inc lofure, of which they appeared to take
] wutten account, and paﬂcd marks correfpondent with
thur minutes on every feparate article, for not a fingle
box was fuﬂ'cr(.d to pafe, ull it had undcrgonc this ce-
remony. - :

The temple appropriétcd for the refidence of the em-
baffy, was, in fa&, the habitation of a timber mer-
ehant, and hired by" the Chinefe govarnmcnt afor this
purpofe : it ftands about a mile diftant from the city ; %
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isaneat, low building, of one ftory high, and confifts of
feveral courts, which were feverally oceupied by the fol-
diers, {ervants, Ambaflador, and fuite. The foldiers
court was next the entrance ; beyond this was the fer-
vants quarter, oppolite to which is a fquare building of
one room, confecrated to religious worfhip.  In the
middle of this ftands an altar, [upporting three porcelain
ftatues as large as life ; and on cach fide are candlefticks,
containing candles, which are lighted regularly when-
ever any perfon is paying his devotion, and regularly at
morn and eve.  Before the images ftands a pot full of
duft, into which a number of long matches are thruft,
which are likewife lighted during the celebration of wor-
fhip.  The devotees having finifhed, the candles and the
matches are extinguifhed, and an attendant on the altar
firikes a bell thrice with a mallet. All perfons prefent
then kneel before the images, inclining their heads three
times, with their hands clafped, which they lift over
their heads as they rife. ~ Such is the fimple ceremony of
the daily worfhip of the Chinefe, invariably obferved
from the humbleft to the higheft, from the peafant to
the emperor. This worfhip obtains the appellation of
Chin-chin-jofh, or the fervice of God.

The court adjoining this domeflic chapel was occupied
by the Chinefe as a kitchen ; from thence there is a cir-
cular entrance to that part of the building which was par-
ticularly afligned to the Ambaffador and his fuite.

It furrounds a fpacious court, which was ufed as a
dining apartment on the occafion ;5 on one fide there was
a platform, raifed on two fteps, with a beautiful roof,
f”_l’PUI‘tC‘Jl by four gilt pillars; and an awning was
ftretched over the whole court to protect it from the heat
of the fun.  Lamps, confifting of frames of box-wood,
covered with tranfparent filk and flowered gauze of va-
flous colours, added much to the pleafing effect of the
i”}}mipatio_n,
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The dinner ferved up for the Ambaflador and his coms-
panys confifted of about one hundred different difhes,
drefled according to the fafhion of the country : they con-
filted principally of ftews, ferved up in fmall bafons,
without either table-cloths, or knives and forks.

During the time of dinner, a great number of Chinefe,
crowded round the table, and not only exprefled their
furprife by peculiar, actions and geftures, but feemed

“highly diverted with the difplay of European man-
neys. :

A guard of Britifh foldiers attended the Ambaffador’s
apartments ; but as we were removed from public view,
thefe centinels were placed at the outer gate, and the en-
trance of the inner court, that they might attralt the no-
tice of the Chinefe, and give confequence to the diplo-
matic miffion, in the opinion of the people of the coun-
try ; a circumftance on which the fuccefs of the embally
was fuppofed in a great meafure to depend, and which
{peaks pretty plainly the erroneous fentiments imbibed

~refpefling the perfons we had to treat with.

In the feveral apartments appropriated to the ufe of
the embafly, Chinefe fervants were diftributed, to fupply
thofe who were difpofed to call for drink, with hot and '
cold ted, cold and hot water, ice water, &c.

The city of Tong-tchew is about fix miles in cir-
cumference, almoft fquare, furrounded by a wail thirty
feet high, and fix broad, to which an external ditch is
added, in the moft acceflible fpots, - It has threc gates,
cach well fortified, and may, altogether, be confidered
as a ftrong place. - :

The houfes are almoft univerfally of wood, one ftory
high, with exterior decorations in the Chinefe ftile, but
moft of them are deftitute of furniture. The fhop is the
principal room ; before this are high pillars, fupporting
an awning covercd with painting and gilding, and deco-
rated with ftreamers, which jundicate the . commodities
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to'be fold; and fometimes a wooden figure is fuper-
added, to dire&t to the fpot.

In the form and fize of the houfes and fhops there is
very little variety ; the fame plan prevails throughout the
city in almoft every refpe@. The flreets, indeed, are of
different breadths, but all of them have a pavement o,
sach fide for the accommodation of the fpot paffengers.

As a fubftitute for glafs, a! thin glazed paper is ufed ;
but fome of the palaces of the higher clafles are furnithed
with filk to adinit the light.

Tong-tehew feemstocarry on a very extenfive trade 3 :
an immenfe number of junks refort toit, and the popula-
tion is computed dt nearly half a million.

The fliortnefs of our {tay, and our ignorance of the
language, rendered it impofiible to obtain any corre&
idea of the nature of the municipal government.

The curiofity of the people was fo very troublefome
during our excurfion round the city, that we were fre-
quently obliged to feek an afylum in the fhops till the ga-
zing multitude had difperfed.

The fecond day after our arrival, the ordnance and
ftores were examined, and a trial made of the guns in
the prefence of the Ambaffador, which were found to
anf{wer perfe&ly well ; after which his Excellency and
the reft of the fuite dined as on the preceding day.

In the evening his Excellency was vifited by the chief*
mandarin, accompanied by Van-Tadge-In. A band of
mulic performed during his ftay, with which the vifitors
feemed vaftly pleafed.

We had hitherto efcaped without 2 death, or agy ;ﬂ-,-
ous illnef$ in the embafly, fince we entered China ; but
this evening we loft' Mr. Eades, onc of the mechanics,
by a violent flux, with which he had been fome time af-
flited. Toimprefs the natives with a favourable idea of
the folemnity of our funerals, Lord Macartney directed
that the deceafcd fhésld be interped with military ho-
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daurs.  Colonel ‘Benfon therefore gave orders for the
troops to appear with thetr fide armie, except thefe: who'
were appointed to fire over the grave,  In China, cot-
fins are keptiready made ; Mr. Plumb was therefore re-
quefted to order one ; ‘théy are chiefly of the fame {ize
for all grown perfons, are ftrang and very heavy 5 ig
fhape fomewhat like a flat-bottomed - boat, and the lid is
fecured with a cord inflead of nails:  Having procured
one of thefe receptacles of mortality, -we placed the
corpfe in it with all poflible decency ; and as, by fome
ftrange accidént, there was no clergyman attached to; the
embafly, Mr. Anderfon, an atteridant/on his Lordfhip,
was called on to officiate on this mournful occafion.
"At'nine o’clock the order of the ,proccﬂion was formed,

as follows :
A detachment of the royal artillery, with. arms re-

ver ﬁ d. ¥id 53
The coffin éarried on men's fhouldess,,

Two fifes playing a funeral dirge. = | i

The perfons appointed to officiate; at the graye: :

The fervants, mechanics, &c. two and two.

The troops, which clofed the whole, excepting feveral
of the gentlemen belonging to the embalffy, who accom-
panied it,

The proceflion being thus previoufly marﬂmllcd, pm-
ceeded flowly to the burying-ground, at about a quarter
of a mile’s diflance from the Ambaffador’s relidence,
where permiffion for interment had been granted, with a
liberality far fuperior to what would be experienced in
Great Britain by a follower of Confucius or Fo.

An immenfe concourfe of fpeQators were allured by
the novelty of the fcene to accompany ys. Perhaps the
moft {plendid exhibition in any European city would not
bave procured a larger affembly.  The body was comn-
‘mitted to the ground with due folemnity, and the procei=

fion returned in the f3me order 25 it went,
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- 'We obferved that the graves were very fhallow, having
no greater depth than what is juft neceflary to cover the
coffin ; and that the Chinefe have memorials of marble
and ftone as with us, charged with infcriptions, and
fome of the monuments here exhibited traces of no ordi-
nary fculpture. This receptacle of duft was of very con-
fiderable extent, but without walls. Except in the vici-
nity of large towns, there are no public burial grounds :
in the country, the deceafed repofe in the premifes where
they lived.

Several mandarins this day paid a vifit to the Ambafs
fador, and notified that the day following was appointed
for the embafly’s departure to Pe-kin. Thefe vifits we
confidered as a favourable omen of our ultimate fuc-
cefs,

At a very early hour, on the morning of the 21ft of
Auguft, the fignal was given by beat of drum, to pre-
pare for our departure. The foldiers were firft marched
off, and then the fervants; for both of whom covered
waggons had been provided. The gentlemen of the
{uite followed in light carts, but the Ambaffador, Sir
George Staunton, and the interpreter, had each a palan-
kin carried by four men, In point of equipage and ap-
pearance, this proceflion was mean, indeed ; it funk the
diplomatic dignity of the nation, and mortified thofe
who compofed the embalfy, for the carts which carried
the foldiers and fervants, were wretched paft dcfcrip-
tion.

After leaving Tong-tchew, we entered a fine cham-
paign country, through which we tiavelled on a road
of uncommon breadth and beauty. A foot pavement,
about fix yards wide, occupied the centre, and on each
fide feveral carriages had room to run a-breaft. Roads
of a fimilar defeription condut to the capital from the
principal towns of the empire; and thefe are kept ia

B
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perfe&t repair by labourers regularly difpofed, and cone
ftantly employed.

We reached the town of Kiang-Fou by feven in the
mommg, and as it was, probably, a matter of gencral
nototiety, when we were to enter Pe-kin, the con-
courfe of people who filled every acceffible fpot of view,
and even crowded on us, exceeded what we had hitherto
{een of Chinefe population. To our mortification we
here obferved, that our appearance excited rather more ri-
dicule than refped ; and burlts of laughter accompanied
every tranfient fight of us from our contemptible vehicle.

Such was the appearance of an embafly which quitted
England with the view of prepeffefling the Chinefe with
exalted fentiments of the grandeur and opulence of the
Britith nation, and for 'the purpofec of obtaining #hole
political diftinCtions and commercial privileges which no
‘other European nation could boaft.

We ftopped nearly an hour at Kiang-Fou, and received
fome refrefhments of mcats, tea, and fruits, of which
thofe in the infericr department partook in the open yard,
and thofe of the upper in miferable rooms adjoining.

Van-Tadge-In likewife ordered fome joau, an un-
‘pleafant Chinefe wine, to be diftributed to the attend-
ants of the embafly. This he did from the benevolent
motive of enabling them to refift the calls of appetite,
till another opportunity offered of gratifying them,
which at prefent could not be afcestained.  'When {um-
moned to prepare for our departure, a fcene of confufion
enfued, not calculated to imprefs the numerous beholders
with a very favourable opinion of Englith manners, nor
to wipe off the unfavourable impreffion already made;
indeed, it was with difficulty that the mandarins could
aflign the whole to their refpedive vehicles. Of the
face of the country between this town and Pe-kin, it is

-impoflible to fpeak.  Myriads of people intercepted 09%
view,
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. ‘We paflid beneath feveral beantiful trillmphal arches
on entering the fuburbs of the mctropohs 3 -where the mag-
nificence difplayed, ferved only for a contraﬂ to the mean-
nefs of cur appearance, and of courfe added to our mor-
tification and regret. -

At two in the afternoon we, reached thc gates of the
imiperial city of Pe-kin. Ordnance and troops are fta-
tioned at every gate; and though the olive branch of
peace blelfes Pe-kin with almoft a perpetual fhade, the
arts of defence and of prudent caution are neither neg-
leGted nor unknown. As we have before defcribed this
city, we fhall here only make fuch obfervations as have
not before occurred. .

On the molt moderate, computation, from the fouth
gate to the eaft gate is a fpace of ten miles. This was
our route through Pe-kin ; and every ftep prefented fome
new object to arreft our attention. The ftreets are {pa-
cious, clean, and commodious, well paved, and well re-
gulated. An exad police is kept up; and as every pub-
lic funétionary, from the highelt to the lowelt, is atten-
tive to the difcharge of his duty, order, neatnefs, and ac<
tivity, are every where perceptible. Large bodies of
fcavengers are employed in {eparate diftriéts in removmg
every {pecies of filth ; and another clafs of men fprmklc
the ftreets, to prevent the duft from incommoding paﬂ'en-
gers, or injuring the gaudy wares and elggant manufac-
tures which every fhop prefents for fale.

In the capital, as indecd in almoft every town in China,
the pride. of architeGural elegance and embellithment
feems 10 be chiefly difplayed in the thops. = The tradef-
men wifely lay out the greateft expenfe in that apart=
ment which brings them in the moft proht hence the
thops in general are magmﬁccnt, while their ~domeftic

accommodations are ncnhcr NUMETOUS nox greatq
g
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In Pe-kin, many thoufands derive their livelihood
from the exercife of their bufinefs in the ftreets. Thele
itinerant tradefmen, according to the nature of their bu-
finefs, cither carry bafkets over their fhoulders, or a kind
of pack. Street barbers are very numerous ; they carry
with them the implements of their trade, being a chair,
a [mall ftove, and a water bafon. Their cuftomers fit
down in the ftreet, where the operation is performed.
A pair of large fteel tweezers, fnapped with force, gives
the fignal that the barber is at hand ; and in a country
where it is impoflible that any perfon can entirely fhave
himfelf, if he complies with the eftablithed mode, this
muft be a lucrative trade.

Street auctioneers, apparently poffeffed of all the low
eloquence and the vociferous exertions of that craft, pre-
fent themfelves frequently on a kind of platform.

The principal ftreets being of enormous length, are
fubdivided by arched gateways, under each of which the
name of the partial ftreet is written in gilt charaters.
Thefe arches continually appearing, ferve as central ob-
jeés for the eye to repofe on.

The women here frequently prefent themfelves from
the galleries in front of their houfes; and amid the im-
menfe concourfe that were affembled to view our procef-
fion, perhaps there were more women in proportion than
we fhould have feen in any principal town of Europe.
They poflefs delicate features, the cffeéts of which they
heighten by cofmetics. They alfo apply vermilion to
the middle of their lips, marking along the midd!e a ftripe
of the deepefk die. Their eyes are fimall, but very ex-
preflive 5 and their brilliance is contrafted by a peak of
black velvet or filk, fet with ftones, which depends from
the forehead to the infertion of the nofe. ‘Their feet ap-
pear to be of the natural fize, and are free from thofe
bandages we have before mentioned, In fa&, the wo-
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men feem to enjoy as much liberty in this place as is
confiftent with the delicacy of the fex ; nor is jealoufy,
as far as we could judge, a predominant paflion among
the men ; at leaft in this part of the empire.

In our way through the city, we met a funeral pro-
ceffion. The coffin was covered by a rich canopy, with
filk curtains, highly ornamented, and hung with efcut.
cheons. It was placed on a large bier, and had a great
number of men to fupport it, who advanced with a flow
and folemn ftep. A band of mufic followed, playing a
kind of dirge ; and after them came the friends and re~
lations of the decealed, in drefles of black and white.

Pafling the eaftern fuburbs, we again entered a rich
and beautiful country, and foon arrived at Yeumen.man-
yeumen, one of the Emperor’s palaces, ditant about five
miles from the city. Here we found rather 2 {canty and
indifferent refrefhment, but being much fatigued with
the extreme heat, and the various impediments we had
met with from the concourfe of people in our way, the
idea of reft was our molt acceprable gratification.

This palace is low, both in fituation and building.
We entered it by a common ftone gateway, guarded by
foldiers ; beyond this is a kind of parade, in the centre of
which is a [mall lodge for the accommodation of the
mandarins in waiting. The body of the palace is di-
vided into two fquare courts, equally deftitute of efe.
gance and convenicnce ; the windows of the apartments
are formed of lattice, covered with glazed and painted
paper; and throughout the whole range there was no
other furniture than a few ordinary tables and chairs.
Not a bed or beditead was any where to be feen; the
Chincefe having nothing of this kind, inftead of bedfteads
they ufe a large wooden bench, raifed about two feet
from the ground, and bottomed with bamboos or wicker
work. © On one of thefe feveral perfons may {pread
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their mattref{es, it was thercfore fortunate for us that we
had brought our hammocks and cots with us.

Every thing about this refidence evinced that it had
been long deferted or negledled; and, indeed, a more
unpromifing fituation for a royal refidence could no where
be found. The fituation is naturally fwampy ; it is fur-
raunded by an high wall, and two ponds of {tagnant wa-
ter communicated their mephitic odours to every apart-
ment.  Some fmall grafs fields, indeed, belong to the pa-
lice ; but thefe too were an exception to the general cul-
tivated appearance of the country. Ia fhort, centipedes,
fcorpions, and mufquetos, infefted every part of this pa-
lace; and for fuch inhabitants it was folcly adapted.

Yet, difagreeable as the iniernal ftate of our refidence
was, we were cut off from all external communication.
Soldiers and mandarins guarded every avenue ; and the
embafly could be confidered in no other light than as pri-
foners of ftate ; receiving, like them, a daily allowance
from the government which opprelles them.

The Ambaffador’s apartments were guarded night and
day by Britifh centinels ; and to keep up fome appear-
ance of dignity, of which, indeed, we appeared to have
but little, Lord Macartney required that a table fhould
be, in future, furnithed for himfelf, Sir George, and
Mr. Staunton, diftiné from the other gentlemen of his
fuite. . This requifition was readily complied with ;
from this time thercfore he dined in his own apartment,
while the upper ranks of thofe who attended on the em-
baffy, had a table prepared for them in one of the courts,
and beneath the fhade of a tree, which f{eemed to parti-
cipate in the general wretchednels of the place. Even
the prefents were {o carelefsly depolited, and fo much ex-
pofed to the fun, that there was reafon for apprehending
that fome of them would receive confiderable injury
from their unfavourable fituation ; a temporary fhed was

4,
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therefore immediately ere@ed, to which they were fpee-
dily removed.

T'he Ambaflfador being very much diffatisfied, and ha-
ving jultly conceived a difguft at his treatment and fitua-
tion, made a ferious requifition for a refidence more
{uited to the chara&er which he f{uftained, and better
ealculated for the convenience and accommodation of the
embally. To obtain this objeét, Mr. Plumb, the in-
terpreter, made feveral vifits to Pe-kin, and at laft fuc-
ceeded in his application : little occurred worthy of a
recital during the remainder of our ftay in this uncom-
fortable and wretched abode, in which we continued till
the twenty-fixth day of this month, which was appoinied
for the Ambaffador’s departure for Pe-kin.

During this interval feveral unpleafant altercations took
place between the members of the embafly and the {ol-
diers on guard : the former could ill brook the difgraceful
reftraints laid on them by confinement within the walls of
their prifon ; and the latter pertinacioufly oppofed every
attempt at greater liberty.  Col. Benfon in particular was
fo mortified at being denied the liberty of pafling the
walls of the palace, that he made a refolute attempt to
gratify his inclinations, which produced a very unplea-
{ant affray. The Colonel, however, was not only forced
to abandon his defign, but was alfo threatened with very
fevere and iliiberal treatment from the Chinefe who were
on duty at the gates. Thefe fracas were not unfrequent,
and perhaps were produttive of future ill confequences
to the interefts of the miflion. Conciliatory meafures by
means of negotiation would certainly have been prefer-
able and far more prudent than menaces, which could
not be carried into effe@®, and altercations with thofe,
who in the punQual difcharge of the duty impofed on
them, were rather objeQs of refpe@ than of enmity and
oppolition, It muft, however, be acknowledged that it
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was a very humiliating circumftance to be made prifoners
when upon a miffion, that by the laws of European na-
tions poflefles almoft univerfal privileges.

So much pleafure did every perfon attached to the em-
bafly feel, at the profpe& of leaving this wretched place,
that every neceffary preparation was made for the pur-
pofe in the {horteft pofiible fpace of time. Some of the
prefents and the more delicate articles of art or manufac-
ture, as chandeliers, mathematical apparatus, clocks,
time picces, &c. were left here, left they fhould be in-
jured by frequent removal.

The bufinefs of ourfetting off was as ufual a fcene of
confufion, but by eleven o’clock, to our great fatisfadlion,
the procelfion fet out on its return to Pe-kin, but with the
fame wretched, beggarly accommodations as it came;
we arrived however, without any accident, at the north-
gate of Pe-kin about one in the afternoon. "This was the
counter-gate to what we had entered in our former pro-
ceflion through Pe-kin, and prefented new views of
ftreets and buildings. A pagoda attratted our notice in
our progrefs, being the firlt we had found an opportunity
of obferving. It ftands in the centre of a beautiful gar-
den, adjoining to a mandarin’s palace ; is f{quare, built
of ftone, and gradually diminithes from the bottom till it
terminates in a f{pire. It rifes to the height of feven
ftories, and has a gallery near the top, encompalled by a
rail with a projeding canopy, from which hung a curtain
of red filk.

As it is probable our return was unexpetted, we palled
with facility through the ftreets, and foon arrived at 2
princely palace belonging to the Viceroy of Canton,
who, it fcems, was a ftate prifoner here for fome milcon-
du¢t in office.  This palace confifts of twelve large and
fix fmaller courts : it is built of a grey-coloured brick, of
molt excellent wmkman{hip, but, except two detached
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edifices, which were occupied by Lord Macartney and
the fecretary to the embafly, the palace was only one
ftory high; though this was of unufual clevation, Every
thing without and within convinced us we now lodged
in a palace; the embellithments were in the firft ftyle
of Chinefe tafte; and in regard to the beauty of colours
and the brilliant effect of houfe painting, no nation can
enter into competition with this. The glofly effect of
japan is every where perceptible, without the interven-
tion of varnifh ; for we were convinced, that the beauty
produced arole from fome .ingredients in the original
compofition.

The apartments were very [pacious; and hung with
the moft elegant paper, enriched with gilding. Lord
Macay;tney’s refidence was fingularly fuperb, and more-
over had an clegant private theatre belonging to it ; and,
in a word, all ranks and defctiptions were accommo-
dated in a ftile that gave fatisfaion, and deferved ac~
knowledgment. Here, however, the furniture was
neither valuable nor in any quantity. Chairs and tables,
a few platforms; covered with bamboo matting and car-
pets, were the only moveables in a palace whofe decora-
tions, both external and internal, would not have dif-
graced the refidence of the Emperor himfelf.

In feveral of the courts there are artificial rocks and
ruins, which; though not very congenial to their fitua-
tion, are formed with confiderable fkill, and are in them-
felves very happy imitations of thofe abjeéts they were
defigned to reprefent. To thefe may be added the tri-
umphal arches, which arife, with all their fanciful de-
vices, in various parts of the building, giving it a novel
but plcaﬁng appearance.

Under the floor, in each of the principal apactments,
is a ftove, with a circular tubey, which conveys warm air
%0 every part of the room above, We faw no chimni.e§

G
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in this country, and underftood that ftoves fupplied with
charcoal were the univerfal cuftom,

The fupplies for the table were in the beft ftile of
Chinefe living, but confifting more of ftews and hathes
than folid joints. In this refpect, however, we had no
teafon to complain; but the fame fufpicious vigilance
was employed to keep us within the limits of our refi-
dence as ever; and on no pretence could we pals the
gates; or even fcale the walls, every acceflible part being
conftantly guarded by an ative military force.

We were told, thiat the palace in which we were confined
was built by the Viceroy of Canton, at the expenfe of
one hundred thoufand pounds, the fruits of his exaétions
while in that office ; and that thefe exaltions werc chiefly
made on the Englifh.

Though we wifhed that our continuance in this place
thight be of no long duration, as it was impoffible to
make any progrefs in the grand obje& of our miflion
till we had an interview with the Emperor, yet every
arrangement was made to add-to the dignity of the em-
bafly; or promote its convenience. Having fettled this
bufinefs, we waited with anxious expeQation the return’
of a mandarin, who had beer: difpatched to learn his Im-
perial Majefty’s pleafure, whether we fhould proceed to
Tartary, where he was then refident, or wait till the-
period of his ufual return to Pe-kin.

Among the mandarins who paid their reflpeds to the
Arbaflador, on his taking up his refidence here, there
were feveral natives of France, formerly of the order
of Jelvits, who being prohibited from the promulgation
of their religious tenets; had affumed the drefs and
manners of the Chinefe ; arid who had, on account of their
learning, been promoted to civil rank among them.
"Thefe, who were well acquainted with the interefts
of the country, in which they were now naturalifed,
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gave Lord Macartney hopes of a favourable iffue to the
jmportant embafly he conduéted.

On the morning of the 28th of Auguft, the conduéting
mandarin acquainted the Ambaflador, that it was his
Imperial Majefty’s pleafure to receive him in Tartary.

A new arrangement immediately took place, and
the following gentlemen belonging to the embafly were
feleéted to accompany his Excellency into Tartary:

Sir George Staunton, Mr. Winder,

Mr. Staunton, Dy. Gillan,
Lieut. Col. Benfon, Mr. Plumb;
Capt. Mackintofh, M. Baring, and
Lieut, Parifh, Mr, Huttner.

Lieut. Crewe,

Mr. Maxwell was left at Pekin, with three fervants,
to fettle the houfehold of the Ambaffador, as, whatever
had yet been the cafe, it was now determined, that on
his return from Tartary his eftablifhment and appearance
fhould be, as far as poffible, fuited to the dignity of the
charaéter he {uftained.

Dr. Scott was alfo left, to take care of the fick, for
feveral of the foldiers and fervants were, at this time,
afflicted with the bloody flux.

Mr. Hickey and Mr. Alexander were to prepare the
portraits of the King and Queen of Great Britain, which,
with the ftate canopy, were tq ornament the prefence
chamber of the Ambaflador.

Dr. Dinwiddie and Mr. Barrow were left to re.
gulate and arrange the prefents which had hitherto re-
mained at the palace of Ycumen-manyeumen, and to
prepare them for prefentation ta the Emperor on the
Ambaflador’s return.

The guards, muficians, and fervants, received orders
to hold themfelves in readinefls, with only indifpenfable
neceflaries ; and even the gentlemen of the fuite were to

G2
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be as little incumbered as poffible.  They were to carry
with them only the uniform of the embaffy and a common
fuit of cloaths : the muficians and fervants were to bedreffed
out in a fuit of ftate liveries, which, on being un-
packed, furnifhed evident proof, that this was not their
firft appearance in public ; from feveral of their drelfes
bearing the names of their former wearers, and from
fome circumftances we difcovered that they had been
'{n;}de up for the fervants of M. de la Luzerne, late
French ambaffador at London. But whether they were
of diplomatic origin, or derived their exiflence from
the theatre or Monmouth-ftreet, is of little importance
to the reader. 'With thefe habiliments, fuch as they
were, every man fitted himfelf out in the beft manner
he could, at leaft with coats and waiftcoats, for with re-
fpe&t to breeches, there were only fix paire i the pack-
age, and not a fingle hat accompanied them. Such, in-
deed, was the grotefque figure they made, when thus
drefled -out, that had the party appeared as ridiculous to
the Chinefe as they did to each other, they might rea-
fonably have fuppofed, that we rather withed to acquire
money by the exhibition, than to add dignity to an em-
bafly of the nature of that in which we were engaged.

The Ambaffador and Sir George Staunton agreed to
travel in an old chaife belonging ta the latter, which,
on being unpacked, certainly had none of that gaudy
appearance which diftinguifhes the works of artin China;
and fome of the Chinefe did not hefitate to exprefs their
difapprobation of its external appearance, which was,
{ndecd, contemptible. ; :

When the chaife was put in order for the journey, a dif+
ficulty arofe, for which, as it had not been forefeen, no
provifion was made ; this was to get a couple of poltil-
lions: at length, however, a corporal of infantry, wha
had once been in this fituation, offered his fervicey and
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a light-horfeman was ordered to aflift him in conduting
the carriage,

A man who has learned two trades is frequently ufe-
ful to himfelf and to others: this humble corporal was
the only man who could have headed the Azﬁba[’{'aclor,
and conduéted him on his way. He and his affiftant
were permitted to exercife the horfes in the chaife for a
fhort time through the fireets of Fe-kin, under a guard
of mandarins and foldiers, and {fuch crowds affembled to
fee this extraordinary fpectacle, that authority was ab-
folutely neceffary to reftrain the impertinent trefpaffes of
curiofity.

Such of the fuite as preferred riding on horfcback
were to be accommodated on giving in their names, and
carts were to be provided for thole who preferred thole
kind of vehicles to the faddle.

On the morning of the 3ift of Auguft, fuch of the
prefents and baggage as were intended to be forwarded to
Tartary, being fent off, fome on mules, others in carts,
and fome borne by men. A number of horfes were
brought, from which the riders having made a feleétion,
very early on the morning of September the fecond we
began our march, but meeting with frequent interrupe
tion, it was fome time before we could pafs the city gate,
This, however, being effedted, we foon drove through
the fuburbs, and entered a rich and beautiful eountry by
a road of great width, but without any central pave-
ment, After travelling about fix miles, we reached the
village of Chin-giho, where we were allowed our morn-
il'lg refrethments. In our route we paﬁed a great num-
ber of populous villages, and took up our firft night’s
lodging at one of the Emperor’s palaces, named Nan-
fhighee, : :

Our benevolent condufor, Van-Tadge-In, feemed
to redouble his aivity as we anroach_cd the imperial
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prefence,  'We were now furnifhed every day with the
belt accommodations, and received an allowance of famt-
cheo, and a kind of wine, which the Chinefe call jooaw ;
the former is a {pirit diftilled from rice and millet, and
may deferve the appellation of Chinefe gin.

From Pe-kin to Jchol, the Emperor’s Tartar refi-
dence, the diftance is one hundred and fixty miles, which
was divided into {even days journies, that we might have
the advantage of fleeping in an imperial refidence every
night. This flattering mark of diftin&ion is the higheft,
it feems, that can be paid, and is never conferred even on
the firft mandarins. The palace where we pafled the
firft night had but little to demand attention, either in
its external appearance or its internal decorations ; it was
environed by a fpacious garden, but to this we were de-
nied accefs.

The journey of this day we computed at above
twenty-five miles, which may be confidered as a tole-
rable progrefs, when it is known that the fame horfes
were to take us the whole journey, and the fame men
were to carry the baggage all the way ; and what delayed
us {till more, the whole of our provifions were ordered
and drefled at the feveral places through which we paffed
on.the road, and conveyed in covered trays, on men’s
thoulders, to every ftage of our journey, for our re-
frefhment there.

We refumed our journcy at four next morning, and
having paflfed a populous village called Can-tim, took
our refrefhment at the town of Wheazon, a place of
fome confequence.  From thence we proceeded through
dufty roads, beneath a burning fun, till we reached the
palace of Chan-chin, where we halted for the night.
This is a fpacious {{maurc, covering a great extent of
ground, containing ten or twelve courts, and adorned
with gardeng and plantations, The furropnding countyy
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fs inclofed, and in point of fertility equalled any we had
feen. It fed immenfc herds of cattle, which are {mall,
but very fat.

As we proceeded on our journcy the next morningy
the diftant country affumed a mountainous afpe& ; ferti-
lity fenfibly diminifhed, and the villages became more
thin; at one of thele, called Cua-bu-cow, we break«
fafted in a farm yard. About ncon we faw the city of
Caung-chum-fou.

We met nothing worth remark in this day’s march,
except about two hundred camels and dromedaries, car-
rying wood and charcoal, entirely under the direction of
one man.

The palace of Caung-chum-fou received us at an
carly hour in the afternoon, after 2 moft fatiguing and

difagreeable journey. This palace appeared to be little

different from thofe we had before occupied, and the
treatment which the Ambaffador and his attendants re-
ceived, correfpended in every refpet with what they had
undergone before, in their journey to and from Pe-kin.
It is almoft unneceflfary to fay, that however unfavou.
rable appearances might be, moft of us gladly accepted
of whatever was prepared for our refrefhment ; and it
will be doubted by none, that we received with great
fatisfaltion the meflage of our conductor, that informed
us we might retire to the different apartments allotted for
our repofe.

Early the next morning we were fummoned together,
and foon after departed.

The roads were now become very indifferent, and the
country difplayed a mountainous appearance, At a fmall
diftance from Waung-chau-yeng, where we had arrived at
about nine o'clock, we paffed a prodigious arch, which
ftretches acrofs a valley, uniting two hills, the farther of
which is crowned with a fort, whofe ramparts cxtend toa
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very confiderable diftance. Beneath this fort is a flohe archs
way conduéting down the hill, fo fleep as to render tra-
velling dangerous.  In a romantic valley, at the bottomg
appears the town of Waung-chau-yeng ; it is i\rregularly
built, about a mile in length, and difplays a confiderable
fhare of commerce and opulence. At the extremity of
this town, a temporary triumphal arch, ornamented
with filken ftreamers, was erected in honour of the em-
baffy, and the Ambaffador was complimented with a
band of mulic, and received a falute from f{ome guns
while he pafled between a double line of foldiers, ex-
tending from the arch to the great wall, who difplayed a
martial appearance and military parade beyond what we
had hitherto witnefled in China. They were regularly
drawn up in companies, and each regiment was diftin-
guithed by a different drels ; they all wore a kind of
coat of mail, and had their head and fhoulders covered
with fteel helmets ; their arms were matchlocks, fabres,
fpears, lances, and bows and arrows, together with
fome weapons of which we knew not the appropriate
name. Almolt every divifion varied in its arms as well ag -
its drefs. The number of divifions on each fide of the road
were feventeen, confifting of about eighty men each.

We now approached one of the wonders of the world,
the wall that feparates China from Tartary, the moft
ftupendous work ever produced by main. In the vicinity
are cantonments for an army of confiderable magnitude ;
at the extremity of which is a maffy gateway of ftone,
defended by three iron doors, which guard the pafs be-
tween gountries formerly dittinét. “This wall we have
already deferibed, when fpeaking of the forts and placed.
of defence in the Chinefe empire, and to that defcription
we refer the reader.

Man, and all his works are doomed to decay- Time
has already difcovered its influence on this celebrated

i
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tnonument of labour ; and as it is now no longer necef-
fary for fecurity or defence, fince the nations on both
fides acknowledge one fovercign, no attention is paid to
its prefervation; and it is mote thanh than probable, that
future travellers in fome remote age, for it will exift for
ages {till, may defcribe its ruins, and paufe while they
contemplate the inftability of fublunary grandeur. In
fome places fragments have already tumbled down,
and in others menace to incumber the plains they once
defended,.

Having now paffed the wall, the country aflumed a
new afpeét; even the climate appeared to be ghangcd.
Inftead of high cultivation, the abodes of wealth, and
the buftle of commerce, nothing prefented itfelf but
barren wafte, where art has not yet difplayed her magic
powers.

The traveller; however; is amply compenfated by the
variety of natural objedts which prefent themfelves to
his view ; and the lower of picturefque beauty finds,
amidft all the increafing inconveniencies of his journey,
a fource of entertainment which makes him forget all
the difficulties he from time to time encounters.

About feven miles from the great wall, we arrived at
the foot of a very high mountain, which the carts could
not afcend without an additional number of horfes. The
paflage through this mountain is an additional proof, if
fuch be wanting, of the geniusand indefatigable fpirit of
the Chinefe people, in works that relate to public utility,
This road, thirty feet in breadth, is cut through a folid
rock 3 and what appeared to us more extracrdmary,‘ -4
leffen its declivity, it is funk fo much, that it is not lefs
than one hundred feet from the top of the mountain to the
furface of the road ; yet ftill the afcent is tremendois,
and at the begmnmg has a very fearful appearance,
while on the other fide the way flopes down with a gentle

H
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declivity between two large mountains towards a beautd-
ful valley,

After pafling this mountain, at about a mile and a half
diftance, we arrived at the palace of Chaung-fhanuve,
fituated on a finall elevation ; it is of large dimenfions,
and furrounded by an high wall, being the refidence of a
confiderable number of the Emperor’s women ; many of
whom we difcovered peeping over the partition which
feparated their apartments from the part of the palace afl-
figned to the accommodation of the embafly, Though
we were not permitted, as may well be fuppoled, to
vifit thefe ladies, the cunuchs who were their guardians
came to vifit us, There were feveral mandarins among
them, to whom was configned the care and conduct of
this female community. This palace is {urrounded with
very extenfive gardens and pleafure grounds, but from the
particular fervice to which they are applied, it would
have been dn idle rifk of danger, to have made any at-
tempt to fee them. ,

We left Chaung-fhanuve at fix o'clock next morning ;
the road takes the charaQer of the country, which was
every where broken and mountainous : yet fterile as it
now appeared, this evidently did not proceed from any
want of adivity in the natives. Every fpot capable of
cultivation was covered with cornj and in one place we
faw feveral patches of tillage where the declivity
feemed to be wholly inacceflible. This excited our ad-
miration, but judge our furprize when we obferved a
peafant labouring on ene of them, where we at firft could
not conceive how he was capable of {tanding.

A more minute examinaticn informed us, that this
peafunt had a rope faftened round his middle, which
was fecured 2t the top of the mountain, and by which
this hardy cultivator lets himfelf down to any part of the
precipice where a few yards of ground give him encous

1
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ragement to plant his vegetables or fow his corn : and in
this manner he had decorated the mountain with thofe
little cultivated fpots that hung about it.  Near the bot-
tom, on an hillock, he had erected a wooden hut, fur-
ronnded with a fmall piece of ground, planted with a
few neceflary vegetables, where he fupported, by his
hazardous induftry, a wife and family. The whole of
thefe cultivated fpots, which did not appear to amount ta
more than half an acre, offered from their fituation, at.
fuch hazardous diftances from each other, a very curious
example of the natural induftry of the peaple.

We have before noticed, and we again repeat, that
the wile policy of the Chinefe government is in nothing
more pereeptible than in its receiving the greatelt part of
the taxes impofed, in the produce of the country.  This
ferves as a fpur to the exertions of both body and mind.
The landiord alfo is paid his rent in the produce of his
farms ; and the farmer again pays his labourers by an
allotment of fmall portions of land, from whence in-
duftry, with a little occalional encouragement, may de-
rive a comfortable f{ubfiftence. The only real wealth
of nations is agriculture, which is here perfectly under-
ftood, A regular chain is eftablithed between all ranks
for its encouragement 5 and the artificial and unnatural
medium of money, the fource of wretchednefs and of
crimes, is only employed as the cement, not as the ma-
terials of the building,

Before noon we arrived at the palace of Calla.
chottueng, where we fpent the remainder of the day.
This palace ftands between two lofty hills 5 it appears of
more modern ere@ion, but is built in {lile and form, re-
fembling thofe we had already pafled ; the apartments arc,
however, better fitted ups

At this place the Ambaflador gave orders to pradtife
the proceflion and ceremonies with which we were to

H
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appear before the imperial court. His Excellency was
pleafed to approve of the rehearfal, which was under the
direction of Colonel Benfon, and during which, the
band played the favourite march, known by the appella-
tion of the Duke of York's, :

On the next morning, being the 7th of September,
we continued our route over a hilly country, where the
air was piercingly cold. We paffed feveral well-peopled
villages, but neither the cultivation of the country, nor
its population, will bear any comparifon with that on the
other fide of the Chinefe wall.

Early in the afternoon we reached the palace of Calla-
chotrefhangfu, much fatigued by the badnefs of the
roads'; this palace, in extent and form, is equal to any
we had lately feen, but we found it tenanted only by
fquirrels, which bounded round the courts and haunted
the apartments,

At fix o’clock next morning we continued our route,
and arrived at one of the Emperor’s pagodas in about twa
hours, here we found an abundant fupply of provifions,
but we made only a ftay fufficient to enable us to arrange
our drefs and equipage.

After travelling for about an hour, we came to the
village of Quoangcho, within a mile of Jehol, the im-
perial refidence. Here we were marfhalled, and pro-
ceeded amid an immenfe concourfe of fpeétators, with
all the parade that circumftances would allow. The
foldiers of the royal artillery led the way, ‘commanded by .
Lieutenant Parifh; the light-horfe and infantry fuc-
ceeded, commanded by Lieutenant Crewe ; then fol-
lowed the Ambaflador's fervants, two and two ; two
couriers 5 mechanics, two and two ; muficians, two and
two; the gentlemen of the fuite, two and two; Sir
George Staunton, in a palankin ; the Ambaffador and
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Mr. Staunton clofed the cavalcade in the poft-chalfe, be-
hind which ftood a black boy in a turban.

The military, for their numbers, made a refpe@able
{hew, and the gentlemen of the fuite, it may be reafon=
ably fuppofed, were not forgetful of their dignity ; in-
deed, it is but doing them juftice to fay, they ftrove to
fupport it by every external difplay in their power, but
the generality were a motley gromi‘p, without even the ad-
vantage of a tolerable uniformity in any part of their drefs
or appearance. [ he whole certainly was not calculated
to convey any extraordinary ideas of the fplendor or
power of the country from which we came, but the con-
trary. The Chinefe might, indeed, poliibly be amufed
with the novelty of the fcene, but it was utterly ima
poflible that they fhould be impreffed with its gran-
deur.

Proceeding with a flow pace, in this flate we reached
Jehol about ten in the morning, and drew up before the
palace provided for the reception of the embafly. The
Britith military formed a line for the Ambaffador as he
pafled ; but not a mandarin was in waiting to receive
him, and we took poffeflion of the palace without the wel-
come of an addrefs. This, indeed, wasa mortal blow to
all our hopes and expeations, for it had been given out,
that the Grand Choulaa would meet the Ambaifador, and
efcort him to Jehol ; and after our arrival, we were
kept for fome hours in anxious expe@ation of receiving
this honour, the troops holding themfelves in readinefs 1o
fall into a line, and the fervants and mechanics ranged
in order before the Ambaflador’s door ; but at laft dinner
being ferved up, put an end to our expeclations of feeing
him for the day,

The palace we now inhabited is fituated on the decli-
vity of a hill. We entered it by a wooden gateway,
which condu@ts to a large court; each fide of this
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court has a long gallery, fupported by wooden pillars,
and roofed with black glofly tiles ; that on the left was
converted into a kitchen, the others {erved for the (oldiers
to exercife in. At the upper end was another gallery of
more clegance, from which a door opens into a farther
court, the principal apartments of which were appro.
priated for the ufe of the Ambaflador and Sir George
Staunton, the reft for the military gentlemen attached to
them ; a third court was occupied by the gentlemen of
the fuite, the muficians, fervants, and mechanics. The
whole fubric is furrounded by a high wall; but owing te
the declivity of the fituation, the view was not wholly
confined,

Such was our fituation at Jehol, we had plenty within
our walls, but noone had liberty of egrefs,

On the day after our arrival, feveral mandarins vifited
the Ambaffador ; nothing, however, was faid on the
fubject of the miffion, but on the fecond day he received
a vifit from a mandarin, with a very numegous retinue,
who remained nearly an hour in conference with his Ex-
celiency and Sir George Staunton, During his ftay, his
attendants amufed themfelves in examining the drefs of
‘the Englith fervants, and on rubbing the lace on théir
cloaths with a ftone, to afcertain its quality, they fhook
their heads and {miled, when they found it lefs valuable
than brilliant.

What paffed at this conference, could not be generally
known, but from fome circumitances, a fpirit of con-
jecture was conjured up among the attendants on the
embally, and the prefages they formed were by no means
favourable,

As foon as the mandarin had left the Ambaflador, one
of his Excellency’s' fecretaries informed the attcr}dants on
the embafly, that if their provifions fhould be defe&i.ve
in quantity or quality, they were to intimate the grie<
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vance to his Excellency alone, and léave them untouched.
The occafion for this caution none of us could divine, but
we foon found it was not given in vain, for the dinner this
day ferved up, was not fufficient for half the number who
were to partake of it. An Englithman cannot eafily be re-
conciled to confinement, but much lefs to famine ; but,
in addition, we could perceive a meditated difre(pe@, and
of courfe felt fome alarm for the fate of the embafly.
According to our inftrutions, the meat was left un-
touched, and a complaint preferred as dire&ed. His
Excellency having remonftrated to the mandarin through
the medium of his interpreter, in a few minutes after-
wards every table was ferved with hot difhes, in the
ufual variety and profufion. Why this entertainment,
which muft have been nearly ready, was thus withheld,
and fo fpeedily produced, ferved as an enigma to exer-
cife our ingenuity, but which we could never folve, In-
deed, no other ideas could poflibly be entertained of it,
than that of an effort of Chinefe ingenuity to try the
temper of Englifbmen, which, but for the fteps taken by
the Ambaflador, might have been produdlive of much
mifchief to the undertaking.

Next day the prefents brought from Pe-kin were un-
packed in the portico facing the Ambaflador’ sapartments,
they confifted of

Two hundred pieces of narrow coarfe cloth, chiefly

black and blue.

Two large telefcopes.

Two air guns.

Two handfome fowling picces ; one inlaid with gold,

and the other with filver.

Two pair of faddle piftols, enriched and ornamem‘*d

in the fame manner.

Two boxes, each containing feven pieces of Irifh ta-

binets,
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Two clegant faddles, and furniture ; the fedts of thefe
were of doe fkin, ftitched with fine filver wire ; the
flaps were of a bright vellow fupetfine cloth, ems
broidered with filver; and enriched with filver
fpangles and taffels ; the veins and {tirrup-firaps of
bright yellow leather, ftitched with filver, but the
ftirrups, buckles, &c. were only plated.

Two large boxes of the fineft carpets of the Britifh
manufaory. :

Thefe were all the prefents which had been brought
from Pe-kin; the reft were cither too cumberfome of
too delicate to be removed without much care, and
were, therefore; left to be prefented to the Emperor, on
his return, for the winter feafon, to the ca_pital of his
empire.

Centinels were placed to guard thefe fpecimens of
Britith manufature, till the Emperor’s pleafure refpect-
ing them fhould be known, which was afterwards nos
tificd by the attendant mandarin, with as much civility
as could be expected trom the fuppofed greatnefs of his
office.

A mandarin of the firlt order, on the t2th of Sep-
tember, came to acquaint the Ambaffador, that his Im-=
perial Majefty would give him an audience on the 14th.
This intelligence diffufed hope and fpirits through the
whole embafly, though, it muft be confeffed, without
any apparent caufe.

Orders were iffued, that the fuite fhould be ready at three
on the morning of the day appointed, to accompany his
Exccllency to the imperial palace. ‘The attendants wer¢
to appear in their beft liveries; and the foldiers and fer-
vants, after having efcorted the Ambaffador, were to 1€<
turn, without halting, immediately to theiy quarterss
his Excellency informing them, that he hoped the re-
ftritions impofed on them, which were fo irkfome td
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all, would in a few days be removed by his endeavours,
and every reafonable indulgence allowed them,

His Excellency was fplendidly drefled, in mulberry
velvet, with his diamond ftar and red riband, and over
the whole he wore the full habit of the order of the
Bath. Sir George Staunton was in a full court drefs,
over which he wore the robe and hood of a doflor of
laws, with the academical cap bclonging to that degree.

From the darknefs of the morning, a confiderable
confufion arofe in the intended order of the cavalcade ;
Colonel Benfon, indeed, attempted to form a proceflion,
which, however, was but of fhort duration, even fuch
as it was, for we were foon thrown into confufion by
a number of pigs, affes, and dogs, who broke in upon
our ranks, and from which, in the dark, we found con-
fiderable difficulty to extricate ourfelves; but as parade
is ufelefs when no one can fee ity the failure was of little
confequence,

As early as five in the morning, the Ambaflador
alighted from his palankin at the Emperor’s palace,
amid an immenfe number of the populace. Sir George
and Mr. Staunton fupported his train, followed by the
gentlemen attached to the embafly.

Jehol is large and populous, very irregularly built,
and lies in a valley between two mountains ; the houfes
are low, and chiefly built of wood ; and, except in the
quarter contiguous to the imperial palace, none of the
{treets are paved.

The principal fupport of this place feems to be de-
rived from the Emperor’s partiality for it. No river
conne&s it with remote fituations : the {plendid expenfe
of a court, however, renders it rich, and in fome mea~
fure commercial, The furrounding country, though not
comparable to China, is in the beft ftate of cultivation
of any we (aw in Tartary.

&
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As his Excellency’s vifit was a mere matter of form
and prefentation, it did not engage him long. He re-
turned from the imperial palace before neon, The Em-~
peror, it is faid, received the credentials with a moft
ceremonions formality, admitting none into his prefence
but his Excellency, the Interpreter, Sir George and
Mafter Staunton, with the latter of whom he appeared
to be valtly delighted, and to whom he prefented, with
his own hands, a beautiful fan, and fome embroidered
purfes; and likewife ordered the interpreter to fignify
how highly he thought of his talents.

Soon after the Ambaflador’s return, a number of va-
luable prefents were received fiom coust, confilting of
rich fatins, velvets, filks, and purfes, and fome of the
finelt tea of the country, made up into folid cakes by
means of baking, of about five pounds each. Except
fuch as were addreffed for their Britannic Majefties, thefe
prefents were proportionably divided among the gentle-
men of the {uite.

Next morning the Ambaflador, attended only by his
fuite, paid a fecond vifit to the Emperor, in order, as
we underftood, to attempt to open the wifhed-for nego-
tiation.  On this occafion he flopped feveral hours.
The interpreter gave a very favourable report of the af-
pedt of the negetiation, as far as it had advanced ; and
our hopes for its fuccefs {eemed to derive fome confirma-
tion from a fecynd cargo of prefents, confifting of vel-
vets, fatins, and filks, as before ; Chinele lamps and
valuable porcelain.; and to thefe were added a number of
calibath boxes of the molt exquifite fabric. - A diftribu-
tion was made as before ; and mirth and feftivity, arifing
from fanguine hopes of fuccefs, crowned the eyening of.
the day.

Several mandarins vifited the Ambaffador on the l;6t11
of Scptember, and invited him and the whole embafly to

A
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attend the anniverfary of the Emperor’s birth-day at
‘court, on the morrow. 4

Accordingly his Excellency, with the whole of his
fuite, fet out at two od'clock in the morning, and the
whole cavalcade reached the imperial palace about four,
This palace ftands on an elevated fituation, and com-
mands an extenfive view of the country furrounding it :
it contains a numerous range of courts furrounded by
porticos, none of which, however, appear very magni-
ficent, though fome of them are highly decorated with
painting and gilding. The gardens furround it for fe-
veral miles, and thefe are bounded by a wall thirty feet
high. In the front of the palace is a fine lawn, in the
centre of which is a very plealant lake.

As foon as the Emperor appmach;:d, the mandarins
in waiting proftrated themfelves, or it would have been
impoflible to have diltinguithed his palankin from one
of their’s. No external pomp or badge of dignity,
marked his drefs or equipage, except his being carried
by twenty mandarins of the firlt order. It is a favourite
maxim of the Chinefe government to check fuperfiuous
expenfe, and to encourage frugality and induflry in every
department.  Altuated by the fame wile and patriotic
principle, the prefent Emperor has forbid any public
joicings on his birth-day, “in this lefs flourifhing part of
his empire ; but fuch unfeigned homage is paid to
his dignified and amiable character, that except in
his immediate prefence, and under his perfonal view,
all ranks and deferiptions of men, throughout his ex-
tenfive dominions, give a loofe to joy on this aufpi-
cious day. He had now completed the cighty-fifth
year of his age, and the fifty-feventh of his reign.
His countenance was animated, and little exprciﬁve of
his advanced years ; his eyes were dark and picrcing;
and his whole alr bore the impreffion of the confcious

12
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dignity of virtue rather than that of rank and ftate.
—How different the fenfations arifing from the con-
templation of this charaller are to thofe which arife
from the view of a profligate European prince, we fhall
leave the reader to deterinine ; we fhall only fay, that
the Chinefe evidently viewed their Emperer as the father,
and not as the fcourge of their country.

Our return was followed by a repetition of the fame
kind of prefents as we reccived hefore, only varied in
pattern and colour. A profufion of fruits, paftry, and
confe@tionary, allo accompanied thofe expreflions of
imperial munificence.

The next day the Ambaflador went in 2 more private
manner to have an audience of leave, as the court was
{foon to return to Pe-kin. At the fame time, he tran{-
alted certain official bufinefs, the refult of which was
generally fpoken of among the fuite in the following
terms :

That the Emperor declined entering into any written
treaty with Great Britain, or indeed with any nation, as
being contrary to ancient ufage ; at the fame time he ex-
prefled the higheft refpeét for the Britifh nation and the
King ; and was frongly difpofed to give them a pre-
ference in all commercial concerns, and to make any
arrangements with refpect to Britith fhips at Canton
for their advantage, which would pot prove difadvan-
tageous to his own fubjecls ; but that he would not fa-
crifice the interefts of his awn people to any foreign
connections, and would only continue his avowed par-
tiality for the Englith, whilc he found it for the advan-
tage of his,own fubje@s. and they conduéted themfelves
in their commercial intercourfe in fuch a manner as to
deferve ity

To evince his high perfonal regard for the King of
Great Britain, he delivered to the Ambaffador with hi“
own hand a box of great value, containing the minia=
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cures of all the preceding emperors, with a fhort cha-
rater of each in verfe, written by themfelves, accom-
panied with the fubfequent addrefs : '
¢ Deliver this cafket to the King your mafter, with
¢ your own hand, and tell him from me, that {fmall as
¢ the prefent may appear, it is the moft valuable I have
« to beftow, or my empire can furnifh. It has been
4 tranfmitted to me through a long line of anceftors,
and I had referved it as the laft token of affeétion I
had to bequeath to my fon and fucceflor, as a tablet of
the virtues of his progenitors, which I fhould hope

&<
L1

13

« he had only to perufe to be induced to imitate 5 and
¢ to make it, as they had done, the grand object of his

“¢ life to exalt the imperial honour, and advance the

happinefs of his people.”

This meffage caufed no fmall degree of fpeculation
among the retinue of the embafly, but none could be
fully fatisfied themfelves, or fatisfy others, with refpect
to the motives of the Emperor, in the prefent or the
addrefs. If he was concerned for the happinefs of Fu-
rope, we owe him our grateful acknowledgments, and
join with many others in the {incere wifh that this ad-
drefs may never be forpotten, and that this fingular pre-
fent may produce that effect on the prefent pofleflor of,
and the heir apparent to, the Dritith crewn, as the Chi-
nefe Emperor expected it would have produced on his

¢

fon 5 the embafly will then prove of importance, indeed,
to the Britith nation.

After dinner, the Ambaffador returned with his whole
fuite and attendants, to fec a play performed in the im-
perial palace, A temporary ftage was credted, and or-
namented with » profufion of filk ftreamers, The dra-
matic entertainments confifted of mock battles, vaulting,
tumbling, rope-dancing, and other gymnaﬁic amufe-
ments, which would have done no difcredit to any per-
formers in Europe. A varicty of deceptions concluded this
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theatrical féte ; one of which was the exhibition of a
arge bowl, in every poflible pofition; which was im-
mediately placed on the ftage; bottom ﬁpward's, and on
being lifted up again, difcovered a Jarge rabbit, which
efcaped from the performer by taking refuge among the
audience. The fpe&ators in- general, including many
of our own people, were totally at a lofs to account for
this deception ; but to many of us, if we knew not how
it was done, it was, at leaft, no novelty, having fre-
quently fcen the fame trick exhibited by the jugglers of
our own country. Other fimilar tricks were very dex-
teroufly performed, and amufed us by their novelty and
apparent dificulty. The theatre made a fplendid ap-
pearance, being well-lighted and well-filled with perfons
of diftinétion.

Next day, pipes and tobacco, fufficient to fupply every
individual belonging to the embafly, were received ; and
feveral mandarins came to pay their refpedls to the Am-
baflador. In thefe vifits we obferved how little regard
is paid to external appearance in China, The manda-
rins never varied their habits ; and even the court-drefles
here differ very little from the ordinary habiliments.
It may be faid to confilt of a loofe robe, falling half-
way down the leg, and drawn round the neck with ri-
bands, Over the breaft is a picce of embroidery, about
five inches fquare, finithed in gold, or filk of various
eolours, with an exaé counterpart on the back ; which
badges denote the rank of the wearer. The fath, which
at other times is ufually worn round the waift, is difpenfed
with at court, and the drefs left to its natural flow.

We are now called upon to notice a degree of defpotic
authority affumed by the leader of the embafly, alto-
gether inconfiltent with the charadter and privileges of
Britifh fubjects; and as there is reafon to believe, th-'-*t
this afumption of arbitrary power conveyed an unia-
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vourable impreflion to the Chinefe of our national cha-
rafler, laws, and cuftoms, to fet this matter in a clear
light, we fhall previoufly ftate the orders iffued by Lord
Macartney, and read to the fhips' companies, and all
perfons of every rank attached to the embafly, on our
approaching the c:oaﬂ\ of China ; orders which feemed
to have been dictated by found policy, and a real regard
to the fuccefsful profecution of the grand objets in
view,

ORDERS, fealed and figned MACARTNEY.

|
¢« As the fhips and brigs attendant on the embafly to

China are now likely to arrive in port a few days
¢ hence, his Excellency the Ambaflador thinks it his

“ duty to make the following obfervations and arrange-
" ments:

49

¢ It is impoflible that the various important objects
of the embafly can be obtained, but through the good-
will of the Chinefe: that good-will may much de-
pend on the ideas which they fhall be induced to en-
*¢ tertain of the difpofition and condudt of the Englith
¢ nation, and they can judge only from the behaviour
of the majority of thofe who cpme amongft them.
It muft be confeffed, that the impreflions hitherto
made upon their minds, in confequence of the irre-
gularities committed by Englifhmen at Canton, are
unfavourable even to the degree of confidering therf
as the worft among Europeans ; thefe impreflions are
communicated to that tribunal in the capital, which
reports to, and advifes the Emperor upon all concerns
with forcign countries. Jt is therefore effential, by
a condu@ particularly regular and circumfpe&, to
imprefs them with new, more jufly and morve favonrable
ideas of Englithmen; and to thew that, evento the
lowelt officer in the fea or land fervice, or in the civil
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line, they are capable of maintaining, by example
and by difcipline, due order, fobricty, and [ubordi-
nation, among their refpective inferiors.  Though the
people in China have not the [malleft fhare in the
government, yet it is a maxim invariably purfued by
their {uperiors, to fupport the meane(t Chinefe in any
difference with a ftranger, and if the occafion fhould
happen, toavenge his blood ; of which, indeed, there
was a fatal inftance not long f{ince at Canton, where
the gunner of an Englith veffel, who had been very
innocently the caufe of the death of a native peafant,
was executed for it, notwithftanding the utmolt united
efforts on the part of the feveral European factories at
Canton to fave him: peculiar caution and mildnefs
muft confequently be obferved in every fort of inter-
courfe or accidental meeting with any of the pooreft
individuals of the country.

¢ His Excellency, who well knows that he need not
recommend to Sir Erafmus Gower to make whatever
regulations prudence may di&tate on the occafion, for
the perfons under his immediate command, as he
hopes Capt, Mackintoth will do for the officers and
crew of the Hindoftan, trufts alfo that the propriety
and neceflity of f{uch regulations, calculated to pre-
ferve the credit of the Englith name, and the intereft
of the mother country in thefe remote parts, will en-
fure a fteady and cheerful obedience.

“ Thefe fame motives, he flatters himfelf, will ope-
rate likewife upon all the perfons immediately con-
nefted with, or in the fervice of, the embafly.

¢ His Excellency declares, that he fhall be ready to
encourage and to report favourably hereupon the
good condu@ of thofe who fhall be found to deferve
it; fo he will think it his duty, in cafe of mifconduét

or difobedience of orders, to report the fame with
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equal exaltnefs, and to fufpend or difmifs tranfgref-
fors, as the occafion may require. Nor, if offence
fhould be offered to a Chinefe, or a mifdemeanor of
any kind be committed, which may be punifhable by
their laws, will he deem®himfelf bound to interfere
for the purpofe of endeavouring to ward off or miti-
gate their {everity, !
<« His Excellency relies on Lieutenant-Colonel Ben-
fon, commandant of his guard, that he will have a
ftri and watchful eye over them: vigilance, as to.
their perfonal demeanor, is as requifite in the prefent
circumftances, as it is, though from other motives,
in regard to the condu& of an enemy in time of
war. . The guards are to be kept conftantly together,
and regularly exercifed in all military evolutions;
nor arc any of them toabfent themfelves from on board
fhip, or from whatever place may be allotted them
for their dwelling on fhore, without leave from his
Excellency, or commanding officer. None of the
mechanics, or fervants, are to leave the fhip, or ufual
dwelling on fhore, without leave from himfelf, or
from Mr. Maxwell ; and his Excellency expeds, that
the gentlemen in his train will fhew the example of
fubordination, by communicating their wifhes to him
before they go, on any occafion, from the fhip, or
ufual dwelling-place on fhore. %

“ No boxes or packages, of any kind, are to be re-
moved from the fhip, or, afterwards, from the p!acc
where they fhall be brought on fhore, without the
Ambaﬂ'adn‘r’s leave, or a written order from My, Bar-
row, the comptroller ; fuch order defcribing the na-
ture, numbeér, and dimenfions of fuch packages.

¢ ‘His Excellcncy, in the moft earneft manner, re-
quelts that no perfons whatever belonging to the (hips
be fuffered, and he defires that none of his fuite, guard,

K



66 NARRATIVE OF THE

4

13

£

€«

(13

(11

({5

“«
«
'
“
€«
'
««
&«
T
(13
0«
'

€«
'
e
€«
(11
&«
€
13
'
'
€
(1
. €t
€<

[ {4

mechanics, or fervants, prefume to offer for fale, or
propofe to purchafe, in the way of traffic, the fmalleft
article of merchandife of any kind, under any pre-
tence whatever, without leave from him previoufly
obtained, The neceflity of avoiding the leaft appear-
ance of trafic accompanying an embafly to Pe-kin
was fuch, as to induce the Eaft India Company to
forego the profits of a new market, and deterred
them from fhipping any goeds for fale in the Hindoftan,
as being deftined to attend upon the embafly, the
dignity and importance of which, in the prejudiced
cyes of the Chinefe, would be utterly loft, and the
good confequences expeted from it, even on com-
mercial points, totally prevented, if any acual tranf-
adlions, though for trifles, for the purpofe of gain,
fhould be difcovered amongft any of the perfons con-
cerned in conveying, or attending an Ambaflador ; of
which the report would foon infallibly fwell into a
general {yftem of trading. From this ftri@nefs his
Excellency will willingly relax whenever fuch ad-
vances fhall have been made by him in negotiation as
will fecure the obje@ of his miflion: and when a
permiffion from him to an European, to difpofe of any
particular article of merchandife, fhall be confidered
as a favour granted to the Chinefe purchafer. His
Excellency is bound to punifh, as far as in him lies,
any the flighteft deviation from this regulation ; he
will eafily have it in his power to do {o, in regard to
the perfons immediately in his train or fervice. The
difcipline of the navy will render it equally eafy to Sir
Erafmus Gower, in refpe@ to thofe under his imme-
diate command ; and the Eaft India Company have,
by their order of the gth of September, 1792, and
b}' their letter of the 8th of the fame month and year,
fully authorifed his Excellency-to enforce compliance
with the fame regulation, among the officers of the
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e Hindoftan. A copy of the faid order, and an extract
¢ from the faid letter, here follow, in order that Cap-
“ tain Mackintofh may communicate the fame to his
“ officers. His Excellency depends upon him to pre-
¢ vent any breach or evafion of the fame among any of
¢ his crew.”
At a Court of Direcfors beld on Wednefday the sth of
Septemb i
¢ Refolved, i
¢ That the Right Honourable Lord Vifcount Ma«
*¢ cartney be authorized to fufpend, or difinifs the com-
¢ mander, or any officer of the Hindoftan, who fhall
¢ be guilty of a breach of covenants, or difobedience of
¢ orders from the Secrct Committee, or from his Fx-
“ cellency, during the continuation of the embafly to
¢ China.
(Signed) « W. RAMSEY, Sec.”
Extract from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman’s Letter
1o Lord Macartney, dated the 8th of September, 1792.

¢ The Secret Committee having given orders to Cap-
“ tain Mackintofh, of the Hindoftan, to put himfelf
¢ entirely under your Excellency’s direftion, as long as
*‘ may be neceffary for the purpofe of the embafly, we
¢ have inclofed a copy of his inftruétions, and of the’
covenants which he has entered into, together with an
account of his private trade, and that of his officers :
‘“ there is no intention whatever, on the part of the
““ court, to permit private trade in any other port, or
‘¢ place, than Canton, to which the fhip is ultimately
*¢ deftined, unlefs your Excellency is fatisfied that fuch
private trade will not prove of detriment to the dig-
‘¢ nity and importance annexed to the embaffy, or to the
‘ confequences expeéted therefrom, in which cafe your
confent in writing becomes neceffary to authorize any
commercial tranfaction by Captain Mackintofh, or
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¢ any of his officers, as explained in the inftruions
« from' the Secret Committee.  But as we cannot be too
¢ guarded with refpect to trade, and the confequences
¢ which may refult from any attempt for that purpofe,
¢ we hereby authorize your Excellency to fufpend, or
¢« difmifs the commander, or any officer of the Hin«
¢ doftan, who fhall be guilty of a breach of covenants,
¢¢ or difobedience of orders from the Secret Committee,
¢ or from your Excellency, during the ggntinuance of
¢ the prefent embafly.”

¢« His Excellency takes this opportunity of declaring
alfo, that however determined his fenfe of duty makes
him to forward the objeéls of his miffion, and to watch,
detect, and punifh, as far as in his power, any crime,
difobedience of orders, or other behaviour tending to'en-
danger, or delay the fuccefs of the prefent undertaking,
or to bring difcredit on the Englith chara&er, or occa-
fion any difficulty, or embarraffment to the embafly ; fo
in the like. manner fhall ‘he feel himfelf happy in being
able at all times to report and reward the merit, as well
as to promote the intercft, and indulge the wifhes, of any
perfon who has accompanied him on this occafion, as
much as may be confiftent with the honour and welfare
of the public.

¢ In cgfe of the abfence or engagements of his Ex-
cellency, at any particular moment, application may be
made in his room to Sir George Staunton, whom his Ma-
jefty was pleafed to honour with a commiffion of minifter
plcnipotcntiary, to aét on {uch occafions.”

Given on board bis Majefly's
Ship: the Lion, the- 16th
day of Fuly, 1793
By his Excellency’s Command-
(Signed)
ACHESON MAXWELL,

EDWARD WINDER, } Secgetaries-
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Some obfervations and injun&ions of his Lordfhip,
delivered at the {ame time as the above, did not, how-
ever, {ecem to accord with the fpirit of liberty and perfo-
nal fecurity, which accompanies an Englithman where-
ever he is placed. Hitherto there had not, however,
been an attempt made to carry them into execution ;
but now it was intimated, that all the f{ervants of the
Ambaflador were to conlider themlfelves as under martial
law, and that they would be punifhed according to its re-
gulations, in any cafe of difobedience or negle@. Itis
true, that the experiment was never made in regard to the
civil fervants of the embally ; but the alarm which this
information gave, was deeply felt and inwardly refented.
To the honour of Sir George Staunton, he not only dif-
approved, but reprobated in very fevere terms this mea-
lure, as repugnant to, and fubverfive of, the rights of
Englithmen, and the principles of juftice.

The order, forbidding any traflic with the natives,
we believe, was punctually obferved, as far as’gain was
concerned ; but a private in the infantry, compofing 2
part of the Ambaflador’s guard, was reported to the com-
manding officer as having procured a fmall quantity of
famtchoo, or fpirituous liquor, by the afliftance of a
Chinefe foldier ; he was immediately confined, and being
brought to a court martial, of which a corporal was pre-
fident, he was fentenced to receive fixty lafhes.

This fentence being approved by Colonel Benfon, the
Britith foldiers were drawn up in form, in the outer
court of the palace where we refided, and the offender
being faftened to one of the pillars of the great portico,
received his punifhment without mitigation,

‘The jult abhorrence excited in the breafts of the Chi-
nefe, at this cruel condu&, was demonftrably proved
by their words and looks. They exprefled their afto-
nifbment that a people prctcnding to pmfcfs the mildeft
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and moft benevolent religion on earth, could be guilty of
fuch flagrant inattention to its merciful dictates. One of
the principal mandarins, who knew a little Englifh, ex-

_prefled the general fentiment, ¢ Englifbmen too much
¢ cruely too much bad.”

But it feems as though the officers were determined, at
all events, to imprefs the Chinefe with an unfavourable
opinion of the Englith charatter, for it appears that Sir
Erafmus Gower, the commander of the Lion, went a
{tep farther towards alienating the affe@ions of the Chi-
ncfe from our countrymen ; for when that fhip lay at
Chufan, a native brought a bottle of famtchoo o board,
intending to exchange it for fome European article ; his
defign being difcovered, the Captain ordered him to be
feized and punifhed with twelve lafhes, in the prefence
of numbers of his countrymen, though a complaint pre-
ferred to a mandarin would have obtained the fatisfaction
neceflary, and faved the appearance of arbitrary and
cruel conduct.

The manners of the Chinefe, indeed, revolt at the
public exhibition of thefe punifhments : they are at a lofs
to reconcile European behaviour with European profef-
fions. Our faith and pra&icé, in almolft every inftance,
appeared to them to be nppoﬁtf ; and thefe circumftances
we have had the pain to record, as well as feveral others
which occafionally happened, inftead of removing unfa-
vourable prejudices, feemed to legitimate and fanction
their continuance.

‘Having previoufly been informed that the embafly was
to proceed to Pe-kin, where its final iffue was to be ar-
ranged, we fet out from Jehol on the morning of the
a1t of Scptember, after a ftate of imprifonment of four-
teen days, for the liberty we had been encouraged to ex-
pect, was never granted,
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In this place it may not be improper to give fome ac-
count of two extraordinary rocks in the vicinity of Jehol,
which the darknefls of the morning on which we entered
that city had prevented our fecing. One is an immenfe
pillar of ftone, about an hundred feet high, fmall at the
bafe, and gradually fpreading towards the top, from fe-
veral parts of which iffue ftreams of the pureft water,
This lofty objeét is fituated on the pinnacle of 2 moun-
tain, which adds to its {ublime effeét. The upper part
of this rock is rather flat, and appears to be cloathed
with verdure and fhrubs, but is totally inacceffible.
Some convulfion of nature muft certainly have placed it
here, and it is fmpoflible to view it from the valley be-
low, without the ftrongeft emotions of wonder and fear.
The Chinefe give it the name of Panfuiafhaung, and
juftly efteem it as one of the firft natwural curiofities of
the country,

The other is rather a clufter of rocks, whofe greateft
height is nearly two hundred feet: thefe ftand likewife
on the fummit of a mountain, and from one point of
view, appear as one folid mafs. Perhaps the world does
not produce two grander objedts of the kind.

Soon after we left Jehol, we pafled the Emperor’s
pagoda, where we faw the tributary King of Cochin
China’s Ambaffador and fuite, advancing with the an-
nual acknowledgment,

We flept at the imperial palace of Callachottueng,
mentioned before, where we loft an artillery-man of the
bloody flux, of which alarming malady feveral others
among the military were ill. The attendant mandarin
cxprelled great apprehenfion, left the Emperor fhould
kear of this circumftance, and be alarmed on account of
any contagious diforder. The body was therefore fent
en to the next village, where we breakfafted, and

4
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afterwards interred our companion with military ho-
nours,

This morning we reccived intelligence that the Em-
peror had left Jehol, and that it would be abl’oiutely ne-
ceffary to advance two {tages without halting, in order
that the palaces might be at liberty to accommodate his
wmajelty’s attendants.  In confequence of ‘this notice,
we reached this day Waung-chau-yeng, where we
flept.

Purfuing the fame route as we had done before, and
re-tracing the {ame objelts, our journey to Pe-kin was
barren of incidents or novelty. We arrived there on the
afternoon of the 26th, and teok up our refidence in the
palace which had been appropriated for our ufe before
we fet out for Jehol. The morning of the 24th, Lord
Macartney 'fpent in examining the arrangements which
had been made during his abfence, which feemed to meet
his entire approbation 5 and as our ftay here, at this pe-
riod, was confidercd as certain to be of fome continu-
ance, every preparation and provifion was made for the
domeftic comfort of the eftablithment, and the {plendor
of the embalfy.

The ftate canopy was ereted in the principal room of
the Ambaflador’s apartments ¢ it was made of flowered
crimfon fatin, with fcfloons and curtains, fringed with
gold ; the back difplayed the arms of Great Britain
under its cover five chairs of ftate were placed, the center
one being clevated above the reft for the Ambaflador. At
the other end of the apartment were hung whole length
portrait¢ of their Britannic Majeftics, The whole
formed an appearance for an audicnce-chamber, equal to
the confequence of the country reprefented, and wanted
no appropriate ornament.

Thefe difpofitions being completed, nothing remained
to perfe@ the domeltic eftablifhment, but the regulation
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of theé different tables to be provided for the differeitt.de+
partments of ;the houfehold ; which it -was thought beft
to delay till the arrival of the Emperor in Pe-kin,

Captain Mackintoth: of the Hindoftan now-propofed ta
fet off on the Monday “to jein his (hip, in order to prd—,
ceed to Canton; there to-takein-his cargo for England;
having feen, as he conceivedy a’ favourable: commenced
ment of this embaﬂ'};, in which his employers had fuch
a predominant intereft. . ST '

On the 28ththe arrival of the Empemr at the impe«
rial palace in Pe-kin was announced by a grand dif=.
charge of artillerys - .t 2«7 =7 v G B

The occupations of this day in the palace of the Ams
paffador were confined entirely to writing letters for Eng-
land,: of which Captain- Mackintofh was to' take the
charge ; it being confidered as a fettled arrangement with
the court of Pe-kin, that the Englifh” embafly were to
remain during the winter; to carryon' the impottant® nes
gotiations with which it was entrufted; * e

The next ‘day his Excellency was vifited by feveral
imandarins 3 and {ome pac’kages of  broad <loths of Bri-
tifh manufa&ture were put in a ftate of® readmcfs for be<
ing prefented to the Emperor. Hlt & ‘

Sicknefs at this time prevailed fo much among the
foldiers attached to the embafly, that more than half of
them were unable, to do duty 5 it.-was, therefore,’ found
expedient to eftablifh an thofpital in fome “of the vacant
buildings within the precinéts of the -palace for their re.
“P'lon, and more fpeedy recovery. : ¥

" Onthe 1ft of O&ober, a mandarin requefted, in the
name of the Emperor, that the ordnance prefents might
be fent to' the palace of Yeumen-manyeumen, where
they were 1o b& preved and examined ; which, contrary
o our expe@ations, was done by the Chinefe themfelves
inffead of ‘our own artillery men, whe had been taken

L
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from Englard for the purpofe of difplaying their fuperi.
erity in the (cience of engineering to the Emperor. The
chariots and other prefents were al{o removed to the fame
place, where the cérpcnters and the other mechanics went
to hang them on their (prings ; their fervice, like that of
the artillery, was, however, in a great meafure difpen-
fed with ; they not being permitted to finally adjult them
for reprefentation, -

The following day, the Ambaffador received a formal
invitation to wait ‘on the Emperor on the morrow ; in
eompliance with this requeft his excellency went ina
private manner, and tranfacted bufinefs with the officers
of ftate. T'he conference lafted for two hours; and
there were no apparent reafons for fuppofing that the ob-
je@s of the million. were not in a progreflive flate of
fuccefs.

The Ambalfador now fettled the order and difpofition
of the tables for the different depastments of the houfhold ;
and every thing feemed to indicate a refidence of fome
permanency at Pekin, which praved highly gratifying to
us, who had no otiter means of judging of the probable
fuccefs of the object of our embafly, than the general an-
rangements made for its domeftic eftablithment.

The cabinets of Britith manufalture were now con-
veyed to the imperial refidence by Chinefe porters, and
the prefents, confifting of jewellery, plated goods, hard-
ware, and cutlery, were now unpacked ; and the whole
equally divided between the Emperor and the Grand
Choulaa.

On the gth, the Emperor vifited the palace of Yeumen-
manyeumen, to infpet the prefents which were lodged
there ; on this gecafion he was pleafed to order eight
ingots of filver to be diftributed to every European perfon
attending. The Englith artificers, who were employed
i cleaning and completing the casriages, and fitting up 2
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model of an Englith firft-rate. man of war,. which had
been fent with the prefents, deferibed his Majefty as be-
ing about five feet ten inches high; of a flender form,
but well-proportioned ; and that his countenance pre-
{ented a regularity of features, frec from the decrepitude
of age. His deportment was attrallively affable ; and
the dignity of the prince was only difplayed in the fupe-
rior manners of the man. He was habited in a robe of
yellow filk, and a cap of black velvet, furmounted with
a red ball, and adorned with a peacock’s feather. He
wore filk boots, embroidered with gold, and a blue filk
fath round his wafte.

The opinion his Majefty formed of the prefants could
only be colle&ed from their being generally received ; for
we could not learn that he had expreflfed any opinion
where it could poflibly be conveyed to us. Fwo camera
obfcuras were, however, retuned, as being fuited only to
the amufement of children.

A number of bales, containing a variety of broad and
narrow cloths of Englifh manufalure, with a quantity
of camblets, two barrel organs, and the remainder of
fuch prefents as were not damaged, were now: removed
from the Ambaffador’s palace by the Chinefe employed on
thefe occafions, and Mr. Plumb fometimes accompanicd
the prefents to explain the nataze and application of them,
or performed that office to the mandarins, previous to
their departure.

- As it was now confidered, as a: matter of certainty, that
the embaffy would remain for fome time at Pe-Kin, ic
fuperb and elegant horfe furniture which had been brought
over for his Excellency and Sir George Staunton, were
unpacked and got ready for immediate ufe,

- Anumber of prefents were this day received from the
Emperor for the ufe of their Britannic Majellics, the
"Ambaffador and fuite.

La
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t At hoon on the 6th, the Ambaffaddr again went ta:
vifit the Emperor ; but eon hisarrival at court he fainted:
away, and being conveyed home, continued indifpofed
during the remaining part of the day. Inthe meanwhile,
Sir George Staunton' and Colonel Benfon diftributed to
each of. the' foldiers and fervants, fome picces of filk,-
others of dongaree, a kind of nankeen, and a piece of
filver, of about f»xteen ounces, as a prefent from his Im-.
perial Majelly.. . 3 g

*The wptical; mcchamca], and. mathemamal inftru-.
nionts- -being removed from the-palace of .Yeumen-man-
yeumen, the gentlemen and mechanics were difmiffed:
flom héir atténdance there. ' 'On a trial of the powers
of+ Torrie' of- the:articlesbefore the mandarins, they failed
ifthe effe@s afcribed to. them, and others excited little
faiprize or admiration in theChinefe literati who viewed
them ;-this the godd :Dr, Dinwiddie and Mr. Barrow.
1mmcmatcly attnbutcd to thur gmfs 1gnnra'1cc and ob-:
ﬁmacy =3
A report bcgan to cnrcmlate, thnt we were foon to quit,
Pe-kin. - It- occafioned a.confiderable fhare of fpecula-
tion, but it obtained lefs credit than afterwards appeared:
to be due to-it: the carpenters were however employed:
in ftrengthening the cafes which contained the prefents:
for St. James’s, and in .the.afternaon of the 4th this:
report, which at firlt met with only.a:faint belief in ge.
neral, was confirmed by an order from the Ambaffador:
to prepare for our departure on the Wednefday follow-
ing, being only two days notice:  Our furprize and con-.
cern may eafily be conceived. ' Aftera variety of fatiguesy;
we had confoled ourfelves that we fhould naw have enjoy=
ed fome repofe ; but all perfonal confiderations were ab~
forbed in public ‘affairs, in which the humbleft indivi-
dual felt an intereft. 'The grand objects of .the embafly:
were evidently unaccomplifhed ; and in our astachment
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to-our country, its honour, and advantage, we Torgot
every other care. bl ;

To fubmit, -however, we were obliged, and nothing
appeared to us poffible to be done but an attempt to gain
adlittle pefpite, till the baggage was packed up and arran-
ged ; this feemed a reafonable demand, the attendant man- .
darin therefore made the requifition, and an order arrived
from the Grand Choulaa to fufpend our departure till |
Friday: but'judge our aftonithment, when the neft
morning this was countermanded by the Emperor himfelf,
and we were exprefsly wrdered to depart on the day firlt:
intimated. /

- It is not to be fuppofed that our fituation could enable.
us to judge of the reafons on which this unexpected.
mandate was founded. It was reported by the Chi--
nefe, that as the bufinels on the part of the Emperor
was already completed, he was furprifed the Englifh:
Ambaffador was notanxious to return to his own country.”
It was alfo faid, that his Majefty was alarmed at the
number of our fick, left any contagion fhould be com-
municated to his fubje&s: nor were there perfons want-
ing who afcribed his determination to an averfion con-:
tracted againft us, from the fkill 2nd ingenuity we evinced
in thole engines of deftrution, the brafs mortars, which
were tried in his prefence. It was faid he deprecated
the {pirit of a people, who, contrary to the avowed be-
nign principles of . their religion, had made fuch a profi,
ciency in arts which feemed to contradict them all,

Many other reports of a fimilar nature were propa-
gated ; but the reafon affigned by the Chinefe govern-
ment was the near approach of winter, when the rivers
would be frozen, and the journey to Canton, through the
northern provinces, be attended with inconvenience.and
geowded with impediments,
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To fpeculate on the policy that atuated the court of
Pe-kin on this occafion, would be vain ; neither fhall we
prefume to afcribe it to any milconduét or mifmanage-
ment ; but the manner in which the embaffy was dif-
milled was certainly ungracious, and mortifying in the
extreme ; for fuppofing it to be the policy of the Chi-
nefe government, that no foreign minifter fhall be re-
ceived, but on particular occafions, and that he fhall net
remain in the country after he has finifhed his particular
miflion j it does not appear that the bufinefs was at all
advanced which Lord Macartney - was employed to nego-
tiate ; and his Lordfhip certainly would not have formed
domeftic arrangements, if he had not confidered himfelf
certain of remaining at Pe-kin throughout the winter,
and of fucceeding in the object of his embaffy. .

At this time a marine, who, with three others, had
been taken from on board the Lion, to fill the vacancies
occafioned by the death of fome of the foldiers, died of
the flux ; and to prevent this circumftance from being
known his corpfe was carried away in the night.

Lord Macartney now fent his own flate carriage as a
prefent to the Grand Choulaa, who refufed to accept it.
It was then re-demanded, but no anfwer was returned to
this requeft, and fo fhort was the peried allotted us to
ftay, and fo much wasto be done in it, that there was
no time to make farther inquiries concerning it, or the
reafons for the behaviour on the part of the minifter by
whom it was refufed. :

The confufion arifing from this fudden and unex-
pected event, rendered it impofiible to arrange the bag-
gage with any order. We huddled it together in the
beft manner that circumftances would pezmit.  Somie ar-
ticlgs which could not be packed up, or were now ufclefs,
were given to the mandarins ; the natives took care ta
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purloin a fhare, and Lord Macartney’s {ervants had the
canopy of ftate.

We fet out on the road that leads to Tong-tchew at 2
very early hour on the morning of the gth, and reached
that town in the evening. Lven the thoughts of being
on the return to our country failed to relieve the gloom
_of difappointment ; and to increafe our unpleafant fenfa-
tions, we met with negle&t and wretched accommodations
compared to what we had experienced before ; for the
apartments in which we were lodged here were only tem-
porary fheds, hung with {traw matting.

We have already mentioned the condu& of the Grand
Choulaa, refpe@ing Lord Macartney’s chariot. On our
arrival, however, at Tong-tchew, it had found its way
thither before us, and was ftationed oppofite the place
appointed for the reception of the embafly, furrounded
by crowds of Chinefe ; many of its ornaments were de-
faced, and it was otherwile injured. It was, however,
drawn down to the river fide, and a cafe being made for
it on the fpot, to fecure it from farther injury, it was re-
sonfigned to the hold of a junk, and finally fent to higure
at Madras.

Next morning, on proceeding to the fide of the river,
we found the junks intended for our reception. The
baggage was put on board with all poflible expedition,
but not without a degree of confufion beyond what we
had yet known ; for all the attention before paid to the
Ambaflador and his fuite feemed now to be forgotten;
things being, however, at length adjulted, we went on
board our junks, and the attendant mandarin and his
party followed in feparate veffels.  Soon after the embar-
kation was completed, dinner was ferved up ; gnd at an,
sarly hour we retired to reft, after a moft fatiguing day.

On the 11th, at a very early hour, the junks were un-
meored, and the fleet procecded down the river: but as
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we have already given a defeription of the country throught
which it flows, and the local circumftances attending of ity
we fhall pafs on to the period when we quitted the natural
for an artificial river ; indeed nothing oceurred worthy
‘of obfervation, but that though we {lill attracted the no-
tice of ‘the inhabitants who lived near the river, the re-
fpectful and ceremonious attentions of our former voyage
were entirely difcontinued.

On the 16th we left the channel of the river, and en-
tered a canal conftructed with infinite labour and expenfe.
The fides are mafonry throughout its extent ; and at
‘certain diftances locks, in the form of a crefcent, are
ereted, which confining the water to a narrow paffage
in the middle of the canal, occafions a moderate fall of
about three feet. The motion of the junks is accele-
rated in pafling thefe locks, and continues to fome dif-
tance; and to prevent the velflels receiving any damage
Arom {triking again{t the walls of the lock, men are al-
ways ready to let down large leathern pads, which effec~
tually break the fhock.

In the courfe of thisday we paffed a number of thef¢
locks, whofe conftrulion and effeéts we found invariably
the {ame. :

For. fome days we failed through a country rich in
agriculture and population. 'We obferved plantations of
the fhrub which produces the imperial and gunpowder
tea. In fize and figure it refembles the goolberry-bufhi
Imperial tea is the produce of the firft bloffoms; gun-
powder tea is a collection of the fucceflive bloffoms as
they appear.

Not only the exterior marks of refpe had been withs
drawn from the embaily by the Chinefe;, -but we even
found our provifions deficient, both in quantity and qua=
lity. A reprefentation to the ‘mandarin, however, pro-
‘sured immediate redvels in this particularj -and jt was

il
a
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farther reported, that the {ame benevolent charaller had
exerted himfelf with effe& to do away fome very unfa-
vourable impreffions, with which a Tartar mandarin had
prejudiced the Emperor againft the Englifh, by repre-
fenting them as divefted of every amiable quality; and
addiéted to every vice.

On the 20th we paffed humerous plantations of to-
bacco ; a plant cultivated here in the greateft variety,
and to the greateft extent of any country in the world.
Indeed fmoaking being the univerfal pradtice from in-
fancy to old age, the quantity of tobacco confumed in
China muft exceed all moderate calculation:

Several confiderable cities appeared at a {mall diftance
from the canal ; the garrifons from which advanced to
the banks to give the ufual falute, and the people to gra-
tify their curiofity.

We pafled a number of bridges and feveral corn-mills,
worked by water, and apparently on the fame confltric-
tion as thofe in Europe.

A lofty pagoda, of eight ftories, opened to our view
on the morning of the 23d ; but not different apparemly
from thofe we had before feen. Next day we faw the
Chinefe poft pafs along the road on the margin of the
canal. The letters are inclofed in a large bamboo. baf-
ket, hooped with cane ; it is then locked, andthe key is
given into the cuftody of one of the foldiers, who deli-
vers it to the poft-mafter. The bafket is then ftrapped
on the courier’s fhoulders, and being decorated with a num-
ber of little bells at the bottom, they make a loud jin-
gling when fhaken by the motion of the horfe, and an-
nounce the approach of the poft. Five light-horfemen
efcort the courier ; and as the fleeteft horfes are feleéted,
and changed at every ftage, the mails in China are con-
veyad with extraordinary expedition and fafety.

M
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The junks anchored on the evening of the following
day in the heart of a large city, through which the cana}
paffes. A continual fucceflion of bridges connets the
banks, and thefe are guarded by foldiers, who fuffer no
veffel to pafs till a mandarin has infpe&ed it.  The fleet
here received a falute of three guns, and a numerous
body of foldiers lined the banks, who, wearing large
helmets, and being completely armed, had a very military
appearance. :

We foon arrived at Kord-cheeaung, a city of equal
magnitude with the laft ; in the center of which we faw
a pagoda of ten ftories, each furrounded by a gallery.

After pafling feveral large citics in the courfe of this
day’s voyage, we anchored for the night at Lee-yaungoa,
which was illuminated in honour of the Ambaffador.
Public attentions, indeed, began again to be more fre-
quent, and ceremonioufly paid.

We paffed the city of Kaunghoo on the 26th, and
found fuch an amazing number of junks lying there that
our paflage was impeded for fome time, and we were
obliged to come to anchor, in order to give opportunity
for a paflage to be made between them. The canal winds
through this place and its banks flope down to the
* water in a very beautiful form.

Every fpot in our paffage gave teltimony to the exiftence
of art, and the effeés of induflry, as well as of pro-
digious population. On the 29th, pafling {everal exten-
five fields,  we obferved the peafants plonghing ; they
worked with oxen, and though their ploughs were of
a very clumfy form, compared with thofe of England,
the labour feemed to be neatly and properly exeented.

A repetition of the meagre incidents that fell in our
way would be tirefome.  Towns, bridges, locks, and
junks, fields covered with plenty, and people beyond
ealculation, were now common objects,

o
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- On the 30th we faw a ficet of junks laden with tea
for the Canton market; nor was it an unnatural, or
uninterefting obfervation which many of us made, that
in the chance of commerce, fome of their cargoes might
ultimately be configned to our own country, and arrive
there before us.

The profpects around ‘us were now conftantly enli-
vened by pagodas and country feats; fome of which
were adorned with beautiful gardens, and others fur-
rounded with the fineft orchards we had ever beheld.

On the 31t in the morning, the flect paffed through
a walled city, where the vaft number of junks which
covered its canal, juftify the opinion of its extenfive
commerce. In its neighbourhood there are large plan-
tations of tea and tobacco, and the next morning we
pafled feveral fields of cotton, which to us formed a
plealing and novel appearance.

The canal became much more expanded; and on
the 2d of November we reached a city of great extent
and trade. Several canals meet here ; and on the fouth
fide of it isa bay, communicating with the Yellow Iie
ver, in which the nobleft fleets of Eurepe might ride.

The hills in the vicinity are beautifully green ; their
fummits are crowned with pagodas, while villas and gar-
dens adarn the lower flopes.

Pafling through the bay, in which various oppofite
currents meet, we foon entered the river, and found
ourfelves again embofomed in a rich and delightful
(.'Ollﬂtry- .

.Town opened on our enchanted fenfes after town
and no words can convey an adequate idea of the pic-
turefque fcenery that furrounded us.

Abont the hour of dinner, we arrived at a town of
wnufual magnitude and beauty, through which the river
flowed for the fpace of three miles; the houles werg

e
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uniformly built of brick, varied with a bluifh-coloured
ftone, and generally rife to two ftories high.

Here we received the military honours fo often men-
tioned ; and indeed it may in general be obferved, that
there was neither town nor village through which we
paffed, that had not its mandarin and its proportionate
number of guards and troops, not only in China, but allo
in the remote and lefs populous regions of Tartary.

In the afternoon we anchored, for fome time, at
another confiderable town, where the junks ftopped to
take in a fupply of wine. This town is fituated on the
fide of a large lake, which, in fome places, was di-
yided only by a bank from the river on which we were
{ailing.

The country foon after affumed a [wampy appearance ;
the natural confequence of fo many rivers, canals, and
lakes, which interfeét it, and promote its commercial
intercourfe.

The weather was cold and the mornings frofty. The
climate, unqueftionably, is affected by the large bodies
of water which every where abound in this part of the
country. We now underftood, that it was the Yellow
river on which we were failing, probably fo called from
fome communications with the Yellow fea. We palfed
feveral lakes, and on the 3d faw a number of fithing-boats
employed in their vocations, and procured from them a
{mall fifh, about the fize of a fprat, but in flavour and
form refembling the haddock. On the oppofite fide of
this lake we difcovered a very large city, built with a dark-
coloured ftone, and roofed with tiles of the fame hue.
This place appears to be about eight miles in circumfe-
rence ; and from the drefs and manners of its inhabitants,
we could eafily determine was both commercial and po-
lite. At the extremity of the wall of this city we dropped
wvur anchor for the night.
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Next day we paffed two other large lakes; and foon
after reached the town of Kiang-fou, which is large
and walled. A mandarin and his guards appearcd,
to give the cuftomary falutes; and at each end of the
line of troops, a temporary arch was erected, with a
platform reaching down to the river, very elegantly
adorned, to afford a landing to the Ambailador, fhould
he happen to be difpofed to ftop. At a fmall diftance
tents were pitched, in the center of which was the
mandarin’s pavilion, where a collation was ready for the
entertainment of his Excellency and the mandarins in
our fleet. But the order of the voyage prevented them
from accepting this tribute of hofpitality and politenels.

Beyond this, we came to another large town of fu-
perior beauty, where we ftopped to receive a fupply of
provifions, and to be furnithed with men to tow the
junks. Here we were gratified with the fight of a
aumber of fine women, whofe features were beautiful
and complexions uncommonly fair.

In the afternoon we pafled a town which could not be
lefs than nine miles in circumference. The walls are of
immenfe height, and feem to be ancient. Several hun-
dreds of junks were moored along its wharfs.

On the sth we entered a large lake, adorned with
a variety of beautiful iflands ; the moft confiderable of
them contains the palacé of a mandarin, with moft
elegant fummer-houfes, plantations, and gardens ; here
alfo a lofty rock rofe amid the trees, and fupported on
its top a ftately pagoda.

We foon entered another river, whofe banks became
highly pi@urefque, on which, and the adjoining heights,
we faw a variety of villas, with gilt pyramids rifing from
the rpofs, which gave them the appearance of Gothig
architefture,



86 NARRATIVE OF THE

At the city of Mee-you-mee-awng we ftopped te
take in the cuftomary fupply of provifions. Nature
fegns to have formed this place for the purpofes of na-
vigation and comuerce, and rural beauty to have fixed
her refidence in its vicinity.

Another objeét here prefented itfelf of a very different
nature, and which, by its contraft, acquired additional
Amportance. A body of foldiers were drawn up on an
efplanade, the line of which extended near a mile ; they
were divided into companies diftinguifhed by the variety
of their uniforms, which, together with the number and
colours of their ftandards, offered a very beautiful
fpectacle.

No other obje&t, for 4 confiderable time, attracted
our notice, except a fmall dock-yard for building junks, -
enclofed in a fine grove, which formed a pleafing and
picturefque fcene.

The river now appeared to be proceeding boldly on
into a rich, fertile country, but of more unequal furface
than any we had yet feenj when, by an unexpected
meander, it brought us back to the city,  Here we palfed
through another large bridge, near a circular baftion
which commanded, by its battery, every diretion of the
river.

On another turn of the ftream we difcovered a very
fine hill before us, the fummit of which is crowned
with a magnificent pagoda', and the declivities beautified
with all the decoration that could be conferred by beau-
tiful gardens and elegant buildings. At the foot of this
elevated fpot are two ftone gateways, which opentoa
walk that winds gradually up the hill to the pagoda.

This hill appears to form a part of the gardens be-
longing to the mandarin, whofe palace is fituated on the
banks of the river, from whence a broad flight of fleps
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afcends to the gate of the outer court.  This edifice, in
its fize and appearance, is fuited to the dignity of its
poffeflor, and, like other buildings of the fame kind and
chara&er in China, is perfeély uniform in all its parts.
The body of the houfe rifes to three flories, and the
wings are diminifhed to two. A paved court occupies
a large fpace in the front; and the whole is enclofed by
a wall, including a large garden, that extends to the
beautiful hill, of which a very inadequate f{ketch has
been already given.

The country continued to make advances in beauty ;
fields full of fertility, with their fhady enclofures; farms
embofomed in orchards ; villas, and their gardens, we
had long been accuftomed to behold, but now a moun-
tain rofe before us, not rugged and barren, but verdant
to its very top; while innumerable herds of cattle, and
fiocks of fheep, adorned its floping paftures.

Another town {oon fucceeded, and to that a lake, fur-
rounded by hills of the fame kind, and covered with
fheep and cattle. From this delightful fituation we pafled
through a lock, and between a draw-bridge into a canal,
that divides another large commercial town. Here we
obferved a brick-kiln, and a pile of bricks juft made ;
the materials of which appeared to bea kind of fand,
mixed up with the mud of the river; the kiln itfelf was
built with the fame materials, in the form of a pyramid.

In the evening we paffed a large walled city, appa-
rently fimilar to thofe we had before feen, and feveral
pagodas being illuminated, in honour of the Ambaflador
and mandarins, had a very pleafing appearance amid the
gloom of night.

The Chinefe houfes are not only varied in their ftile
and decorations, but even the towns are in fome meafure
marked by the colour of the materials of which they
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are built. On the 6th of November we entered a tow'ii
of 2 moft difmal hue ; it was wholly ere@ed of black
brick, and as the houfes were more lofty than thofe
generally feen in this country, being none lefs than two
and many four ftories high, its peculiar charatter made
the ftronger impreflion on our minds.

We pafled a ftone bridge of three arches, and foon
after reached the mandarin’s palace ; a ftone building of
fingular architeture.  On each fide of the principal gate
are two lofty walls painted red, to prevent the building
from being feen but in a front view. The gateway is
enriched with feulpture, and the ufual accompaniments
of Chinefe charalters ; it is of ftone, and fupports an
apartment. The houfe itfelf is painted of different co-
lours, with a ftone gallery in front, and covered with a
roof of the fame material.

The mandarin who refided here had caufed a tempo-
rary ftage, or platform, to be erected, from the palacé
to the fide of the river, in cale the Ambaflador, and the
mandarins, fhould find it convenient to land. The roof
of this building was covered with filk of various colours,
a number of lamps fancifully adorned with gauze and
ribands were {ufpended from it, and the floor was co-
vered with a fine, variegated matting. He had alfo
caufed a large fereen, or curtain, of this matting, to be
fixed on the oppofite fide of the water, for the purpole
of hiding fome ruinous buildings, that would otherwife
have difgraced the gay pi@ure he had contrived by their
deformity,

The foldiers under the command of this mandarin
“were of a different appearance from any we had feen, as
they wore red hats with a very high and pointed crown ;
on the {ide of which was a brafs plate, that appeared t
be faftened with yellow ribands.
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Of the elegant hofpitality of this mandarin we were
not allowed to partake, by the circumftance of our
voyage.

A fucceffion of towns, locks, bridges, and pagodas,
appeared in rapid fucceflion for fome hours, and in the
aftcrnoon we faw a very large country refidence at fome
diftance, with a lofty pagoda rifing, as it perfpec-
tively appeared, from the center of it. The tower termi-
nated in a cupola, with a {piral ornament rifing from the
top, crowned with a ball, from each fide of which a
chain hung down, till it touched the upper ftory of the
building.

After pafling this ftruGture, the banks of the river
were, for a confiderable diftance, fo high as to obfcure
all view of the adjacent country.

In confequence of a complaint againft fome of the
captains of the junks, for embezzlement of provifions,
the grand mandarin inftituted an inquiry after the fleet
came to an anchor this evening : and being convinced of
the truth of the charge, fentenced the culprits to be baf-
tinadoed or bambooed, which was immediately carried
into execution,

In the courfe of the next day, we had a tranfient view
of Chinefe hufbandry, in the pradtical parts of digging,
manuring, and ploughing; and from the aukward
implements employed, our admiration of the fertility
of the country, and the labour of the natives was in-
creafed,

We paffed another town, the houfes of which were
covered with plaifter, and many of them three ftories
high, and painted black, At the entrance and the extre-
mity of this place of darknefs, which is very large, we
failed under a noble arch. We foon reached another
town of the fame defeription, where many of the houfes

N
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projected over the river, and here our junks were towed
b}f boats.

So various were the features of the river, and {o fre-
quent was the interfe&ion of canals, that we were often
at a lofs to afcertain whether we were failing on the for-
mer or the latter. This, however, is of little impor-
tance, as the general outline of the country has been
faithfully delineated, though to catch every objedt would
have been impoflible.

As it was intended to forward the heavy baggage from
Hoang-tchew to Chufan, in order to its being conveyed,
by fea to Canton, arrangements were made for this pur-,
pole. A party of the gentlemen of the embafly, and fer-
vants, were toaccompany it, and the Ambaflador and the
remainder were to proceed over land, with only abfolute
neceffaries.

The country flill continued the {fame for fome dif-
tance, but at length became more unequal ; towns and
villages rofe in conftant fucceflion, and the pagodas on
the heights feemed to multiply. On the gth the fleet
was ordered to anchor in the open country near the
fhore, when Van-Tadge-In, the grand mandarin, vilited
every junk, the owners of which he briefly examined,
and then ordered them to fuffer the punifhment of the
bamboo. Their crime we could never learn.

Paffing feveral plantations of tallow trees, we arrived
at Hoang-tchew, on the afternoen of the 10th, when
the junks were all faftened together, and every per-
fon belonging to the fuite exprefsly forbid to land on any
account, Indeed, a body of Chinefe foldiers pitched
their tents oppofite us, as if to awe us into compliance.
During the time we lay here, no circumftance hap-
pened worthy of being recorded. The mandarin of
Hoang-tchew, who had accompanied us from Pe-kin,
ook his leave of us; he 'was a fuperior to Van<
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Tadge-In, and had of courfe alfumed the fupreme di-
rection during this part of our voyage.

The heavy baggage, which was to be fent to Chufan,
being feparated from the light articles we were to carry
with us to Canton, Colonel Benfon, Captain Mackin-
tofh, and party, fet off to join the Hindoftan at Chufan,
onthe sth day after our arrival ; and the fame day we alfo
left Hoang-tchew, after the Ambaflador had diftributed
ten dollars to the owner of each junk, for their refpec-
tive crews.

The Ambaflador, accompanied by his retinue, pro-
ceeded on the 14th of November for the Green river,
where we were again to embark in {maller junks. Cn
pafling the city gates, the embafly received the cuftomary
falute. Between the two rivers, the diftance could not
be lefs than feven miles, and the whole {pace was co-
vered by the city and {uburbs, and lined with foldiers,
who fecured us from the preflure of an innumerable mul-
titude of people, who crowded to fee us. The ftreets
are narrow, but well paved, the houfes two and three
ftories high, and the magnificence of the fhops was be-
yond any thing we had hitherto feen. In commerce
and population, Hoang-tchew is a city of the firft mag-
nitude.

At noon we reached the Green river, where the Am-
baflador was received with military honours. The troops
were armed with helmets, and made with their accompa-
niments a {plendid appearance.

A triumphal arch, with a platform defcending to the
Ambaflador’s junk, had been erefted for the occafion.
Our embarkation was attended by a concourfe of people,
great beyond defeription. Some were mounted on buf-
faloes, which animal carried feveral at a time on i
back, and appeared very docile ; others were in carte,

drawn by the fame apimal.
N 2



92 'NARRATIVE OF THE

Qur junks were fmall, but very neatly fitted up, and
our voyage was continued between ranges of mountains,
prefenting the moft romantic fcenery.  The vallies were
covered with tallow and mulberry trees: the former of
which is remarkably beautiful.

The river on which we now failed, was, at a medium;
about three feet deep:  the water has a green caft, and
the bottom is gravelly.

- In the evening of the 15th, we faw the city of Zan-
guoa, which made a moft brilliant appearance with its
illuminations, and the effe&t was increafed by nume-
rous bodies of foldiers ranged along the banks of the
tiver, with paper lanterns.

Next day we paffed feveral ftane pagodas ; the features
of the country through which we failed, were ftill moun-
tdinous and picturefque, prefenting often plantations of
tallow and mulberry trees; and the forts and f{alutes became
{o frequent, that they grew abfolutely tirefome.  Indeed,
fo much ‘military honour was paid to the embafly, that
the falutes could only be compared to a train of wild-fire
laid from Hoang-tchew to Canton, and continually ex-
ploding as we proceeded.

About three o'clock in the morning of the 17th, we
were awakened by a difcharge of artillery ; we perceived,
by the number of lanterns, that a large body of foldiers
were drawn up on the fhore: a lighted torch was fixed
to the carriage of every gun, and the bearer of each ftand
of colours was diftinguifhed by a flambeau, which
gave new brilliance and cffe&t to this military Hlumi-
nation.

In an early part of this afternoon, the fleet anchored
oppofite a fmall, but very peat town, and, in a {hort
time, the condu&ing mandarin vifited the junks, and
diltributed to the whole of the Ambaffador’s train, ac-
cording to their rank, prefents of perfumes, fams, impe-
rial tea, and nankeen.
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On the 18th, the country changed to a fine cham-
Paign, in which numerous villages rofe amidft plan-
tations of tallow and mulberry-trees.  This day we
pafled a group of water-mills, all turned by a fmall
cut from the river, flowing in a circular dire&ion.
Thefe appeared to be on the European conftruction,
and, as we underftood, were employed in threfhing
rice.

The provifions which we now received, though by no
means deficient in quantity, were far inferior in quality
to thofe we had been accuftomed to receive in the former
part of our journey ; this defet we were given to under-
itand arofe from tlic nature of the country, rather than
from any inattention to the comfort and convenience of
the embafly. Indeed, there could be no reafon to fuppofe
that the Emperor had not even been anxious to render our
departure from his kingdom as agreeable as refpeét and
exterior honour could make it.

The following day the banks of the river refumed the
ufual appearance, and long ranges of mountains refe into
the horizon.

The 20th brought us to a large and beautiful town,
where we were again to difembark. The fcenery here
might have adh’antagcouﬂy employed the warmeft pencil.
The river formed a central obje¢t ; on one fide was the
town, with its appropriate circumitances, and a military
encampment in front, with all its gaudy enfigus ; on the
other fide lofty perpeudicular hills bounded the view in
the moit fublime (tile.

Having difembarked, we prOCEGdCd next day by land,
fome in palankins, others in fedans and bamboo chairs,
or on horfeback, as their fancy led them, for the attend-
ant inandarin always confulted us on the mode in which
we wifhed to travel, and as far as poflible accommodatey
wi. We foon reached the city of Chanfoiyeng, where

2
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the Ambaflador was received with due diftin&ion. The
ftrects of this city are narrow, and the thops which line
both fides of the ftreets, are in the ufual ftile of Chinefe
order and [plendour. Leaving this, we paffed another
walled city, and feveral villages, and arrived at the city
of Yoofaun, where we were again to embark early in
the afternoon ; here we drank of tea at the palace of the
mandarin, and having {towed the baggage on board ano-
ther flect of junks, provided for our accommodation, we
went on board, anxious to proceed on our voyage,
which on account of a heavy rain, we could not do till
the 23d.

~ On the morning of the 24th of November, we found
ourfelves before the city of Mammenoa. The river now
ran between enormous mafles of loofe {tone, without any
continuity or connection, exhibiting the appearance of
having been fubjected to fome convulfion of nature.
Some of thefe huge ftones had been excavated into dwel-
lings, and every interflice between them was occupied
by gardens, and their attendant buildings.  This ftu-
pendous feenery continued for feveral miles; it was
grand, perhaps unique in itfelf ; and where it admitted
of views into the more diftant country, it produced a mioft
delightful picture.

We reached the city of Hoa-quoo in the afternoon,
where, much to our fatisfadlion, we found larger junks
ready to receive us.  The mandarin of the place politely
fent a variety of fruits and confeltionary for the ufe of
every junk, except that which contained the foldiers.
The country through which we pafled was rich and fertile,
a few red rocks occafionally broke the level of the fcene,
and a number of rice mills were at work,

"The fog was fo thick on the morning of the 26th, as
to obfcure the country ; about noon it difperfed, and
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the eye ranged over a level extent of rice fields, interfcled
with villas and gardens.

Our provifions had for fome time been very indiffer-
ent, not from negle&, but the nature of the country. In
proportion as we fared worfe, our Chinefe junk-men
fared better ; they received not only our fuperfluity, but
fomenmes almoft the whole.

The 27th prefented a novel feene, a village entuc!y
built of mud, with inhabitants as wretched in appearance
as their habitations were mean. For this fight we were
unable to account, in a part of the country where the in-
habitants feemed induftrious, and the earth fertile. We
this day received from the mandarin prefents of caddies of
tea for every perfon in the fuite.

On the 28th the river affumed 2 formidable breadth,
and as the wind was high, the waves and furf refembled
thofe of the fea. We continued through the day to pafs
numbers of fithing boats, which ferved to vary the navi-
gation of the {tream.

In the afternoon of this day we paffed the city of
Tyaung-fhi-fennau, which, for extent and the advantages
of fituation, unqueftionably deferves to be reckoned one
of the firlt in China. Not lefs than a thoufand junks lay
at anchor before it. It is built near the conflux of fe-
veral rivers, and enjoys a moft extenfive commerce ; the
grand mandarin of this city paid a vifit to his Excellency
on board his junk, and made a variety of prefents in
filk, porcelain, fearlet cotton, coloured ftuffs, tea, and
elegant fmelling bottles.

The only novelty that prefented itfelf in the courfe of
our voyage on the agth, was a village built with blue
bricks, and covered with tiles of the fame colour. Ci-
ties, pagodas, and the palaces of mandarins were now
become familiar obje@s, but prefented nothing new, and
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without this defcription would be tedious, and the reader
will perhaps fay we have already been too minute.

We paffed two brick kilns and furrounding viltages,
and the following day we pafled a city lying amid beau-
tiful meadows and orchards, about two miles diltance
from the river. Beyond this the profpe& became as de-
lightful as fancy can conceive. Mountains rofe into
the horizon, foreffs waved on the flopes, and flocks and
herds covered the vales.

Numerous cities and villages lined the banks of the
river, which now expanded to a great breadth, and
as the wind blew frefh, the junks fometimes appeared
to us in danger of being overfet. At this time the
thermometer had funk to forty, and the fields were co-
vered with froft, ;

It has-been remarked before, that there are no public
cemeteries, except in the vicinity of populous places.
Hence the country becomes a continied burial ground.
Which ever way we turned our eyes, fome trophy of
death appeared, and the degree of embellithment it had
veceived, marked the rank of the deceafed. Indeed, it
is not unufual for the Chinefc to ereét their funeral mo-
numents in their life-time, and as the choice of f{itua-
tion is free, many of them become picturefque ob-
jels.

On the 1t of December, after pafling Taung-faung-
aw, we failed by the town of Saunt-y-tawn, where fe-
veral fuperb pagodas rofe above the furrounding grovesg
Numerous timber yards occupied the banks of the river,
and a large quantity of timber was immerfed in the
fiream, which, as we were told, was in a ftate of prepa-
ration for the building of junks, the principal bufinefs of
the place.

We were this day faluted with more than ufual ho-
pour by the fort of May-taun-go, which we paffed ; a3
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we likewife did a ftately pagoda on the oppofite fide of the
river.. The cities of Loo Dichean, Merriun Dew, and
Chic-a-fou, which we now approached, all lie contigu-
ous to each other, and art and nature have united their
efforts to increafe the beauty of this charming vicinity.
At a diftance we oblerved valt columns of fmoke,
which rofe, as we were informed, from a porcelain ma-
nufactory,

In the evening we reached the city of Chinga-fou.
Here illuminations, which were peculiarly brilliant, the
firing of rockets and of artillery, took place in honour
of the Ambaffador. We received alfo a prefent of fruit
and confetionary from the mandarin of the place.

To note every object which arrefted and pleafed the
eye of the traveller, would fatigue the reader without in-
forming him. Every bend of the river opened a new
profpect that gratified the fight, to which no defcription,
however vivid, can do juftice. The feafon of the year
was now the moft unpropitious for Jandfcape beaunty, yet
the charms of nature, intermixed with the veftiges of
art, imparted fucceflive impulfes of delight.

On the 2d of December we pafled the city of Fie-cho-
jeunau; embofomed in plantations of trees. From its
apparent population, and the number of junks employed
in its commerce, it appeared evidently to be ranked in
the firlt elafs of Chinefe towns.

The next day we had a view of fome beautiful ruing of
an ancient building, the original deftination of which we
could not difcover, but from the remains {till vifible, we
concluded it muft have once been a work of no common
magnificence, and it was in all probability a temple.

“In this part of the empire fituation feems to be duly
appreciated.  The villas of the mandarins, the pagodas,
and even {ome of the private dwellings, are ercéted with

0
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a diferiminating attention to the circumfiances of the
place, and the beauty of the fcenery.,

-‘We obferved nombers of fifhermen employed in their
vocation with rods and lines. In Jdkes and large rivers,
the fame kind of bait is frequently ufed as at fea.  Nets,
too, are in very common ufes ' In fome places bamboo
canes, fupporting a curtain of ftrong gauze, dre placed
acrofs the ftreams, and then the fifh being allured to the
{pot by baits, are caught in nets with great fuccefs.
<"On inquiry, we found that the rights of fithery, as in
Europe, are private property.  In thofe rivers we navi-
gated, ‘a kind of whiting and trout were the moft plenti-
ful ; thefe are fold to the crews of the junks, and the de-
mand for'them is very great.

Put the molt. extraordinary mode of fithing in this
country s by birds trained for that purpofe. Nor are
hawks or: hounds more fagaciousin the purfuit of their
prey, or more certain in obtaining it, than thefe birds:
The Chinefe call them Looau ; they are about the fize
of a goofe, with grey plumage, webbed feet, and have a
long and very- flendér bill, that is crooked at the point.
This aquatic fowl, when in its wild ftate, has nothing
uricommen in its appearance, nar does it differ from
other birds whom nature has appointed to live on the
water. It makes its neft among the rceds of the fhore,
or in the hollows of crags, or where an ifland offers its
fhelter or protection.  Its faculty of diving, or remaining
under water, is not more extraordinary than many ether
fowl that prey upon fith: but the moft wonderful cic-
cunfflance is the docility of thefe. birds in 'cmploying
their natural inftin&ive powors, at the command of the
fithermen who poffefs them, in the fame manner as the
hound, the {paniel, or the pointer, fubmit their refpec=
tive fagacity to the huntfman, orthe gunner,
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The number of thefe birds in a boat are proportioned
to the fize of it. At a certain fignal they rufh into the
water, and dive after the fith ; 2nd the moment they have
feized the prey, they fly with it to their boat ; and how-
ever numerous thefe vellels may be, thefe fagacious birds
linvar'inbly return to their own mafters, and amidft the
throng of fithing junks which are fometimes affembled ‘on
thefe occafions, they never fail to diftinguith that to
which they belong. When the fifh are in great plenty,
thefe purveyors will foon fill a boat with them ; and will
fometimes be feen flying along with a fifh of fuch fize,
as to make the beholder fufpe& his organs of vifion.
The Chinefe repeatedly afferted to us, that when one of
them happens to have taken a fifh which is too bulky for
the managementof a fingle fowl, the reft will immediately
afford their affiftance. But while they are thus labour-
ing for their mafters, they are prevented from paying any
attention to themfelves, by a ring which is paffed round
their necks, and is fo contrived as to fruftrate any attempt
to fwallow the leaft morfel of what they take. '

We alfo faw another fifhing party, which confifted of
at leaft thirty fithermen, feated like fo many taylors on
wide board, {upported by props in the river, where they
were angling. There was another groupe of thefe peo=
ple near the fhore, who had embanked a part of the
river with fand, where, by raking the bottom with a
kind of fhovel, they caught large quantitics of fhrimps
and other fhell fifh.

Early in the afternoon we anchored before the city of
Vang-on-chean, where the Ambaflador received a vifit
from the mandarin, and where we ftaid about two hours ;
this place occupies a confiderable fpace ; en one fide it is
bounded by the river, and on the other by a nn!' of high
mouritains,
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A fucceflion of towns and villages enlivened our voyage
during the fucceeding day. The features of the country
became craggy and elevated into hills ; but fertility, in
every poflible fituation, fhewed the labour of diligent
cultivation.

The appearance of indigence is by no means common
in China, but this day we obferved a clufter of cottages
meanly conftruéted of logs of wood, and indicating in-
ternal wretchednefs, but the eye had not leifure to give
them more than a glance of commiferation, fo very allu-
ring were the charms of the furrounding country, of
which the pencil of a malter might communicate fome
general idea, but it is not in the power of language to
convey any correct image even of the individual objects,
much lefs of the pi€ture formed by the combination of
them. When we fay that we faw forefts, gardens,
mountains, vallics, palaces, cottages, cities, villages,
pagodas, and mills, with a variety of fubordinate, but
heightening circumftances, in one view, we certainly
inform the reader of the conftituent parts of the profpe ;
but to give him any proper ideas of their adtual arrange-
ment and relative fituation; of their proportions and
contraft ; of their general diftance from the eye, and
eomparative diftance from each other, is beyond any ex-
ertion of defeription.

On the gth the river became very fhoally, and we ane
chored before dark to avoid the dangers of fuch a naviga-
tion. This day we pafled the city of Yoo-jen-nau,
fituated ‘at the bottom of a lofty mountain. Here we
found that the river.on which we had failed, communi-
cated with another of equal magnitude. The pofition
of a city, at the conflux of two large rivers, readily
points out its convenience for trade.

Leaving this place, the ftream was divided into
two flrcams by a beautiful iflet, in which. the manda-
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rin had an elegant feat, probably for his occafional re.
tirement.

In the evening, the city of Kaung-joo-fou prefented
the ‘moft brilliant noéturnal illumination we had hitherto
feen ; and this complimentary attention was heightened
by a prefent of fruits and confetionary from the man-
darin.

In our paffage down the river, on the 6th of Decem-
ber, we obferved a number of machines, with which
the Chinefe water their grounds. They confit of a
wheel of bamboo, turned by a ftream, which throw-
ing the water into large refervoirs, it is from thence
diftributed by f{luices into channels which interfect the
fields,

A beautiful village, called Shai-boo, fituated on a
bold elevation above the river, was the principal objeck
in the landfcape, till the attention was called away by the
pagoda of Tau-ay, the upper part of which being in
ruins, gave it a piQurefque and impreflive appearance,
and well accorded with the charater of the little burial
place at its foot.

The town of Whan-ting-taun was the only place of
any importance we pafled in this day’s voyage. Villages
wert, however, numerous; and fome huts again made
their appearance, of the moft wretched conltru&ion, not
being fufficient to fhelter the inhabitants from the incle-
mency of the weather.

The 7th of December was the moft remarkable day we
had yet experienced, for during our whole progrefs we
faw neither city, town, nor village. = A few farm-houfes
were, however, difperfed over the face of the country,
The banks of the river were lofty, and formed of a
perpendicular barrier of red earth, {treaked with hori-
zontal veins of ftone, in a dire@ion perfeétly retilinear.
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This natural curiofity continued without any deviation
from this regularity for feveral miles.

The fhallownefs of the river obliged us again to fhift
our baggage into junks of lefler burden ; this caufed
fuch delay, that it was not till late in the evening that
we found ourfelves in the vicinity of {fome town or vil-
lage, which we might now not have noticed, had it not
been for the number of paper lanterns we faw exhibited
by the foldicrs, and the complimentary falute they paid
us. ‘
The weather had for fome days been temperate, but
the face of the country was no longer the fame. Barren
mountains, feparated by plains that feemed to defy the
labour of man to produce fertility, now prefented them-
felves on all hands. Some dwart-trees, however, among
which the camphire is faid to predominate, broke the
abruptnels of the flopes, and here and there a village or
a pagoda animated the {cene.

In this place we obferved feveral fepulchral monu-
ments, with excavations in the rocks beneath, as recepta-
cles for the dead. The moft clevated fpots, the moft
abrupt precipices, we generally obferved, were appro-
priated for the repofe of the dead. Whether this choice
was determined with a regard to notoricty, or from®any
fuperftitious opinion, that the body might be placed as near
as poffible to that heaven where fpirits wing their flight,
we could obtain no fatisfactory information. The amia-
ble virtues, however, of the Chinefe, were rendered
more confpicuous by the feeling regard they uniformly
appear to fhew to the remains of thole they have once
loved or refpeéied.

On the gth we arrived at a city, where the embafly
was to make a day’s march over land, and accordingly
we difembarked.  The landing-place was adorned with
a triumphal arch, highly decorated with filken ftreamers,

i
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and conne@ed, by a platform, with a circular court,
furrounded by a fkreen of filk. In this place a number
of horfes were colleéted, with the choice of one of which
every perfon in the fuite was indulged for the journey
of the day; but the Ambaflador, with two or three gen-
tlemen of his fuite, were to proceed, as ufual, in pa-
lankins. The horfes being feleéted, the cavalcade com-
menced their progrefs ; and perhaps fuch an exhibition
of equeftrian exercife and grotefque drefs never before
amufed a Chinefe populace. The horfes were fpirited,
many of the riders were new to this mode of travelling,
The cries of fear, and the fhouts of ridicule, were every
where heard ; and fcarcely could we attend to the pafling
fcene, fo much were we engaged by the peculiarities of
our own fituation. '

Naung-aum-foo, through which we pafled, is a large
walled city ; and though the river here does not admit
large junks, from the very great number of fmaller ones
which lined its fhores, we concluded it had no incon-
fiderable pretenfions to a commercial charaéter.

At noon we arrived at the foot of a lofty mountain,
where we were obliged to difmount ; having gained the
afcent we paffed feveral villages, and dined at the town
of Lee-cou-au, where the road was lined with foldiers in
armour, to falute the Ambaflador as he pafled.

The women, in this part of our journey, were either
educated with lefs referve, or allowed a greater fhare of
liberty, than in the country through which we had lately
palled, as we frequently faw them indulging their cu-
riofity in obferving fuch a new and extraordinary fight
2s we muft have exhibited.

The fplendor of cultivation was exchanged for the
landfcape of the barren mountain ; however, large patches
of camphire and other trees fometimes relieved the eye.
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We arrived at the gates of Naung-chin-oa, juft as
the fun had funk beneath the horizon ; this city ftands in
a plain, encircled on three fides by hills, and on the
faurth by the river on which we were to continue our
voyage. ' The houfes are chiefly built of wood, in gene-
ral two ftories high, and the ftreets are narrow, but
well paved : in exterior appearance and decoration, it
preferves the general charaéter of Chinefe towns.

Soldiers lined the ftreets to facilitate our paffage to the
mandarin’s palace, a very noble building, confifting of
feveral courts. A fplendid entertainment was provided
for the whole fuite, and fuch a profufion of lights de-
corated the principal apartments as are never difplayed
in Europe on any occafion ; indeed illumination, we
may affirm, conftitutes the grand appropriate feature of
Chinefe magnificence.

We again embarked in the morning of the 11th of
December, on board fmall junks, correfponding with
the depth of the river, and before noon we refumed our
voyage, failing under a wooden bridge of feven arches,
with ftone pillars, ftrongly guarded by foldiers at each
end. From this point the city appears in a very advan<
tageous view.

At a fmall diftance from the bridge the river divides
into two branches, running in almoft oppofite diretions ;
on that whofe [tream bore us along we faw a large quan-
tity of {mall timber in rafts.

In the afternoon we pafled a pagoda, of a more fin-
gular conftru@tion than any which we had feen in our
travels through the country. It confifted of five ftories,
and terminated in a flat roof, with trees growing on it.
The body of the building, from many parts of which 3
alfo fhrubs appeared to fprout forth, was covered with a
white plaifter, and decorated with red paint in its angles
and interitices, :
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The country {till remained barren and mountainous;
nor was its rude and dreary afpe&. enlivened by any
appearance of cultivation. A confiderable town, called
Chang-fang, was the only place of confequence which
we paffed in the fhort voyage of this day.

The face of the country ftill continued dreary, and
artificial circumitances increafed the gloom. Sepulchral
monuments were the chief objeéls which we faw in the
courfe of the day ; the only novelty was floating rafts,
with feveral bamboo huts, well tenanted, which we
pafled near the village of Ty-ang-koa.

On the 13th, after paffing a confiderable town, we
came to the city of Shaw-choo, where the houfes ad-
joining the river appear to be fo flenderly fupported, as
to threaten conftant ruin to their inhabitants and the
pafféngers. At the extremity of this city the flect an-
chored ; and here the Ambaflador experienced the ele-
gant attention of the mandarin in a very fuperior
degree.

In the evening he fent the fuite a very handfome pre-
fent of china, together with a large fupply of provi-
{ions ; we alfo, at a later hour of the cvuning, received
a quantity of tobacco, fome ducks cured in the manner
of hams, of a very delicate flavour, together with a con-
fiderable quantity of dried fith

At this place, junks of larger dimenfions were again
prepared to receive the embafly ; and next day we pafled
through a country fometimes varied with patches of cul-
tivated ground, though mountainous fterility was ftill the
predominant feature.

Towards evening we found the hills gradually ap-
prvnchmg the river, till at laft they feemed to clofe, and
admit only its courfe s this gloomy fcene continued for
fome time, as if to heighten the contraft that wasto
.npen, Wc now rcached a mountain of immenf{e per=

P
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pendicular height, the upper part of which appears te
projeé over the ftream. Its contour is bare rock and
fthaggy foliage, and this extends for nearly two miles:
its termination, like its commencement, is abrupt. - At
the extreme point, a pyramidical rock appears to rife
above the edge of the precipice, and this is feparated
by an intervening plain from another enormous rock, of
the fame charaéter, though of a different form.

As a range of hills may be faid to have conducted us
along the river to thefe ftupendous objeds, fo a fucceflion
of the fame kind continued during a courfe of feveral
miles after we had left them ; but it was the peculiar
office of this extraordinary night to awaken our afto-
nifhment by the grand exertions of art, as well as by the
ftupendous works of nature; for, at the conclufion of
this chain of hills, that had fo long excluded any view
into the country, we were furprifed with a line of light
extending for feveral miles over mountains and vallies,
at fome diltance from the river, and forming one unin-
terrupted blazing outline as they rofe or funk in the
horizon.

In fome parts of this brilliant, undulating line, it
was varied or thickened, as it appeared, by large bands
or groups of torches; and, on the moft confpicuouns
heights immenfe bonfires threw their flames towards the
clouds. Nor was this all, for the lights not only cir-
cumfcribed the outline of the mountain, but fometimes
rofe up it in a fcrpéntinc form, and conne&ed, by 3
{piral {tream of light, a large fire blazing at the bottom,
with that which reddened the fummit,

“I'he number of lanterns, lamps, or torchcs, cmploved
on thig occafion, are beyoud all uh.ulatmn, as the two
extremitics of the illuminated [pace, taker in a ftraight
line, without Cfdm.mng, the finkings of the vallies, or
the incquality of the mountain tops, could not contain
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a 1efs diftance from each other than three miles. Whe-
ther thefe lights were held by an army of foldiers, or
were fixed in' the ground, we could not learn; but it
was certainly  the moft magnificent illumination ever
{een by any European traveller, and the moft fplendid
compliment ever paid to the public dignity of an Eu-
ropéan - ambaflador.  Succeflive difcharges of artillery
were, at regular diftances, added to the honour of this
fuperb fpetacle. ‘

On the 15th the grand mandarin ordered the fleet to
come to ancher, for the purpofe of indulging the em-
bafly with a view of the mountain of Koan-yeng-naum,
one of the natural curiofities of China. Tt'has a per-
pendicular afcent from the water, terminating in a peak ;
and ‘from the face towards the river, fuch enormous
mafles pmre& as 1pparcnt1y menace every moment to
fill up the channel of the ftream.

But art has. heightenied the curious eircumflances of
this extraordinary mountain; It contains feveral ca-
verns.  One of them is about forty feet above the level
of the water. To this there is accefs by a flight of
fteps, guarded by a rail.  On reaching the top of the
flight, we enter a room of good dimenfions, excavated
from the rock, in which ftands an image facred to
Chinefe devotions, An artificial ftaircafe conduéls to
two -other fuperior apartments ; and the whole is fitted
up by the mandarin to whom the mountain belongs, in
a ftile of rude magnificence, coprefponding to the chaa
radter of the place,

Proceeding ' through ‘a country prefenting many fub-
lime features, we reached the city of Schiziug—ta-hcng
about noon. This place enjoys every local advan'ragc
that can' contribute ta render it picturefque in a high
degree,

£ 2
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Lofty banks for a confiderable fpace thut out our view
of the land; and where a cafual opening gave a wider
profpe&, it was not marked with any new features, -Si-
milar objeéts occurred—varied only by fhape, “or difcri--
minated by light and fhadow, .

The evening was cheered with an illumination-of the
diftant hills, The coup d’eeil was extremely grand, but
inferior to what we had witnefled before. :

Nextday we faw a number of fteep rocks, in various
grotefque forms ; they were fometimes tinted with foli-
age, and fometimes the traces of laborious tafte, were the .
prevailing character of the landfcape they afforded.
Among them arofe a large mountain, thaded by an hang-
ing foreft, which was alfo accompanied with circum-
ftances that enlivened and adorned it. At the foot of it
a road had been cut out of the folid rock, and to com-
municate with it a large arch of ftone has been built acrofs
a‘deep chafm, In the centre of the wood, there is the
palace of a imandarin, furrounded with detached offices,
and at fome fmall diftance a temple, which belongs to it,
and contains the image which is the ufual object of reli-
gious worfhip. There are feveral burying places in dif-
ferent pafts of the wood, which are the maufoleums of
the mandarin’s family to whom the palace belongs, It is
called Tre-liod-zau.

This ﬁagniﬁccnt fcene, ‘which, on a particular turn
of the river prefented itfelf, is much heightened by a
contrafted fucceffion of bare and barren mountains,

We now reached the city of Tfing-yan-yeun, a place
well fortified, and of great extentand population. The
number of junks which lay before it, indicated an en-
larged commerce, and the timber yards on the banks of
the river pointed out its principal trade, Trinmpha
arches decorated the beach ; and feveral regiments of fol-
dicrs paid the military honours as we paffed.
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From this city the river takes a direct conrfe for fome
miles, amidft fertile and highly cultivated meadows, and
the mountains fall into the back ground.

T his afternoon one of the junks was in imminent dan-
ger of being confumed by fire occafioned by a fpark fall-
ing unobferved from a tobacco-pipe. Indeed, where
fmoaking is fo generally ufed, itis a matter of aftonifh-
ment that accidents are not more frequent and fatal.

On the 17th we paiTed the extenfive village of Ouz-
chouaa, where a number of manufalories appear to be
eftablifhed. The country now refumed its fertility and
beauty ; and provifions became both plentiful and excel-
fent.

In the evening we reached the city of Sangs-we-yenno,
where the Ambaflador reccived every honour that the moft
clegant attention on the part of the mandarin could pay,
or his Excellency expe&. The illuminations difplayed
here were peculiarly grand.

On the following morning we paffed a feries of very
large and populous towns, fo clofely conneéted, that we
feemed for fome hours to be failing through one city of
immenfe extent. The falutes were almoft inceflant as
we proceeded ; and every place poured forth thoufands of
its inhabitants, though at a very early hour, to obtain a
tranfient view of an European embalfly.

We now approached the city of Tayn-tfyn-tau, a place
of great importance and the moft extenfive trade, The
fuburbs lie on both fides the river for feveral miles ; and
if we may judge from thofe circumftances that fel] under
our infpe@ion, in extent, population, and commerce,
this city is only inferior to Pekin or to Canton. Thou-
fands of junks covered the river for a vaft fpace; and
fearcely had we overcome the difficultics and impediments
of this crowded navigation, before we found ourfelves
approaching to Canton, the terminatjon of our voyage.
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Qur arrival being notified at Canton, feveral manda-
rins waited on his Excellency 3 and thefe were foon fol-
lowed by the gentlemen of the Englifh faory with the
Britith commiffieners and Colonel Benfon. This offi-
cer brought with him the public difpatches for the Am-
baffador, and a packet of private letters from our friends
in England, togéther with the new{pspers which had ar-
vived by the laft (hips. = Thofe only who have been fo long
ent off from any communication with the land ‘which
contained all that was dear to theém, can form an ade-
quate idea of the anxious joy we felt at opening a letter
trom the relative or friend we' loved.

Next day we were moved into larger junks, The
maghificence of thé'river at this place baffies defcription.
Its furfade was almoft covered with vellels, engaged in
trade, or dtrraéted by curiofity, = The banks were lined
with ' foldiers, and ¢overed with clegant houfes; and a
fucceflion of forts thundered out falutes 'with almoft in-
ceffant rapidity.

We reached the ‘Englith fuctory about ‘one in the af-
ternoen 3 and both it and the Dutch faltory paid his Tx-
cellency the ufual “falute, hoifting at ‘the fame time the
ftandard of their refpelive countries.

For fome days it had been a common fight to fee the
boats generally rowed by -women. - We fometimes ob-
ferved a child tied to its mother’s back, and another ‘at
her breaft, while fhe was plying the oarst To a feeling
mind this fpeéacle could not fail to give pain; and it
may'be remarked; that in Tartary, and the northern
provinces of China, where the women are lamed, either
by fafhion or policy, from their infant years, fuch Jabo-
rions occupations can never fall to their lot,

A temporary refidence for the Ambaflador and fuite
had been provided by the Eaft India Company's fuper-
cargoes ; and in point of accommodation and domeltig

3
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afrangement,  we found it fuperior to the firlt palaces in
which we had lodged, during our long peregrination in
China, | bal

As we have already given a defCription of Canton, we
fhall forbear adﬂiug any thing refpedting it in this place.

For feveral days, during the time of dinner, the Am-
baffador was entertained with Chinefe plays, performed
on a flage ere@ed before the windows of his apartments,
and the Viceroy vifited him once during bis ftay, which
was followed by large prefents of porcelain, nankeen,
and fugar-candy to the whole retinue.

On the firlt day of the new year, 1794, his Excel-
lency and fuite were fplendidly entertained by the gentle-
“men of the Britifh factory. The band of mufic which had
accompanied the embaffy, on the requeft of the fattory,
were permitted to enter into its fervice ; and in a country
where amufements, are fo few and confined, it could not
fail to be a valuable acquifition.

Degeneracy of manners evidently marks the charadler
of the inhabitants of Canton, and this refleétion is the
more melancholy, as there is too much reaflon to fuppofe
the contagion of European example has infe@ed the
fimplicity of the Chinefe gengral charadter ; and rendered
themfelves objeéls of contempt to. the Chinefe govern-
ment. ' i B ‘

On the 8th of Jannary the Ambaffador proceeded to
Whampoa to join the fhips. At the fame time a depu~
tation of the retinte was difpatched to Macao, to make
preparations for his. Excellency’s reception at that places

Whampoa, beyond which European fhips are never
permitted to pals, s ‘an elegant and populous village,
about cighteen miles below Canton.  T'he river near this
place is defended by a fand bank, which prevents the
pafr;lgc of large- fhips, except at high water 3 and twe
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necks of land, proje&ing on each fide of it, form the
celebrated ftrait of Bocea Tigris.

At this place Van-Tadge-In took his farewell leave of
the Ambaffador.  Our praife or cenfure will not reach a
perfon of his rank ; but in beftowing praife on this de-
fervedly diltinguifhed perfonage and moft amiable of men,
we gratify the beft feelings of the human heart, and at
the fame time do honour to ourfelves. This excellent
charadter can never be forgotten by thofe who experi-
enced his affiduous care, his mild condefcenfion, and his
enlightened conduct, during a long and troublefome at-
tendance on the embaffy. He held an exalted rank in
the Chinefe army—perhaps the highefl ; but no dignity
of fituation had rendered him inattentive to the minutelt
offices of duty. His mind feemed capable of refle@ing
honour on any rank ; with the moft benevolent heart he
attached himfelf to the interefls of thofe in whofe fervice
he was employed ; he had even contraéted a friendfhip
for fome ; and his laft adieu to the Ambaflfador and fuite
was accompanied by the tears of affeétion.

On the 14th Lord Macartney landed at Macao ; and
took up his refidence with Mr. Drummond, one of the
fupercargoes of the Eaft India Company. Here the
gentlemen of the feveral European faftories have their
houfes ; as they are not permitted to remain at Canton
longer than is abfolutely neceffary for the purpofc of
trade,

The long intercourfe which has fubfilted between Eu-
ropeans and the Chinefe in this place, has not altered the
eftablithed cultomsand habits of the Yatter.  The Chinefe
never deviate from the ufages of their country, which
may be confidered as invariable.

Without the wall is the commeén burying-ground of
the Chincfe s and in it we faw feveral memorials of our
countrymen, whofe afhes repofe heree  Thofe who die
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in the Roman Catholic faith have feparate cemeteries :
the Chinefe, more liberal than the Catholics, fuffer
their duft to mingle with ours.

Here Mr. Plumb, the interpreter, though offered an
handfome eftablithment if he chole to return to Europe,
quitted the fervice of the embafly. He left his Englifh
friends with fenfible regret ; but naturally preferred paf-
fing the remainder of his days in the bofom of his fa-
mily and his country.

On the 8th of March, Lord Macartney and retinue
embarked for Europe, amid the falutes of forts and
ihips ; and being joined by a large homeward-bound flect
of Indiamen, on the 17th proceeded to {ea.

Nothing of any particular confcquence happened du-
ring our voyage. We arrived at St. Helena on the 1gth
of June, and remained there till the 1t of July.

On the 3d of September we were ferioufly alarmed by
running foul of a large fleet off Portland Roads, which
proved to be the Grand Fleet commanded by Earl Howe.
Two or three of the Indiamen received fome damage ;
but, except in this inftance, our voyaze was free from ac-
cident, and barren of Intérefting occurrence.

In the afternoon of this diay we anchored fafe at Spit-
head, after an abfence of little lefs than two years from
our native land.

In the courfe of the preceding narrative, it was men-
tioned that Captain Mackintofh, and a part of the em-
baffy, proceeded from Hoang-tchew to Chufan.

The fame kind of fcenery, we are informed, pre-
fented itfelf in the paffage to Chufan as has been de-
feribed in the route we made: but the river itfelf was of
a different nature from that on which we failed ; its courfe
was occafionally broken by cataralls of g formidable af-
pect; and required all the ingenuity of the Chinefe to
contrive means to obviate the difficulties of fuch a navi-

R
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gation. Yet, ftrange as it may appear, they apply the
mechanical powers to raife veflels into a higher level of
the river, or {ink them to a lower : to effe& which, two
{trong ftentions are fixed in the centre of the river, from
which two large beams project over the water ; to thefe
blocks ftrong ropes are attached, and the junk being well
{ecured fore and aft, is in a few moments hoilted, with
all its contents, from one level to another. Perfons ac-
cultomed to the bulinefs are {tationed at thefe places ; and
{o certain and fecure is their operation, that it is fcarcely
regarded asan impediment or hazard. The fame atten-
tion, we underftand, was paid to Captain Mackintofh
and his party, during their paffage to Chufan, as to the
embafly itfelf.

FINIS,
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