


NARRATIVE 

O F T H E 

F.MBASSr TO CHINA. 

A S thc object of this work is to furnifh the reader 
with information respecting China, wc fhall fay little 
refpedting thc proceedings of the embaffy in its courfe 
thither ; it may, however, be necefTary to offer a few 
introductory remarks. 

The difadvantages under which European countries 
trade with China are great, and the Britifh nation, which 
has felt thefe difadvantages In a peculiar manner, con­
ceived the idea of attempting their removal. As the ex­
iftence of the government of Great Britain depends on its 
commerce, and as from the riling importance of the 
United States of America, and the progrefs of civil and 
religious liberty in Europe, many of the old channels 
muft be in a manner fhiit with refpect to Britifli manu-
faaures, the Englifh government acted with the ftriaeft 
view to its own intereft, in planning thc embalty to 
China for that purpofe. 

Some intimations were certainly given to the court of 
London that an ambaflador would be well received and 
treated with on a commercial ground ; but that fuch in­
formation was ever authorifed by the court at Pe-kin is 



Somewhat more than doubtful, and from circumfhnce3 
•we are inclined to think that the court of St. James's be­
came in this cafe, as in many others, the dupe of fome 
artful and interefted fpeculatift. 

However, in 1788 the honourable Colonel CatHcart 
was inverted with the character of Minilter from this 
country to thc court of C h i n a : thc Colonel died on his 
paffage, and as miniltcrs with their accujlomcd fagacity 
had neglected to make any provifion for this event, the 
million with which he was entrufted may be faid to have 
been buried with him. However, as fuccefsjmight prove 
highly advantageous to the Board of Controul, and the 
Court of Directors of the India Company,- i f to no one 
elfe, the character of Ambalfador to China was revived 
i n the perfon of Lord Macartney, a nobleman certainly 
well qualified for the talk. Great expenfes were incurred, 
and many exertions made to render this embafiy worthy of 
the country from which it was fent; but, perhaps, after 
a l l that was done, we fhall not err in faying, it was bet­
ter calculated to fucceed with a nation of Indians, or with 
a petty African Prince, than with the government of 
China ; for if the court of Pe-kin was to be fwayed by 
fplendour, much more ought to have been done to have 
accomplifhed it than was done ;—but fuppofing the C h i ­
nefe government to have ferioully meditated commercial 
arrangements, lefs trick would, perhaps, have fucceeded 
better—be this as it may, thc fuccefs was what might have 
been expected, difgrace and contempt—the gentlemen of 
the embafiy had a journey to Pe-kin, and realized the 
fpirit of a dlltich written on a certain monarch and his 
army—" Marched up the h i l l , and then march'd down 
i l again." 

A s wc fhall in the courfe of our narrative have occafion 
to mention in particular feveral of the gentlemen who 
farmed the fuite of Ear l Macartney, before we proceed 



E M B A S S Y T O C H I N A . 3 

it may be proper to prefent the reader with a general 

lift of their perfons and lituations : 

Sir George Staunton, Bart. Secretary to the Embafiy ; 

Lieut. C o l . Benfon, Commandant of the Ambaftador's 

Guard ; 
Lieut. H . W . Parifh, of the Royal Artillery ; 
Lieut. J . Crewe ; 
M r . Achefon M a x w e l l , | Joint Secretaries to the 
M r . Edward Winder, J Amhaflador; 
M r . Baring, A fliftant Secretary, outward-bound; fon of 

Sir Francis Baring, Bart. 
D r . Gi l lan , Phyfician and Philofopher to the Embafly ; 
D r . Scott, .phyfician and ,Surgeon to the Embafiy ; 
M r . Barrow, Comptroller of the Houfehold ; 
D r . Dinwiddie, Mechanift, Condu&or of mathematical 

and aftronomical prefents ; 
Mafter George Staunton, fon of Sir George Staunton, 

Bart. 
Thomas Hickey, Portrait Painter ; 
M r . Alexander, Draftfman ; 
M r . Huttner, Preceptor to Mafter Staunton i 
M r . Plumb, Interpreter. 

H I S E X C E L L E N C Y ' S S E R V A N T S , & C . 

A Steward, and an under do. A Carpenter and Joiner, 
2 Valets de Chambrc, A Saddler, 

A Cook, A Gardener, 
2 Couriers, A Taylor, 
A Footman, A Watchmaker, 
A Baker, A Mathematical Infl.ru-
A Band of fix Mufi cians, ment-makcr. 

E E L O N C I N G T O SIR G . S T A U N T O N . 

2 Servants, 1 Gardener; 
Which, with M r . Crewe's Valet de Chambre, formed 
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the whole of the domeftic eftablithment, except three na­
tives of China, who went out from England. 

M I L I T A R Y E S T A B L I S H M E N T . 

20 M e n of the Royal Artillery ; 
1 0 Ditto n t h Light Dragoons; 
2o Ditto drafted from the additional Companies of In-* 

fantry, at Chatham. 

S H I P S E M P L O Y E D T O T A K E T H E E M B A S S Y T O C H I N A . 

The L ion , of 64 guns, Sir Eraf. Gower, Commander ; 
The Hindoftan Eaft Indiaman, Capt. Wi l l iam Maekin-

tofh, Commander ; 
The jackall brig for a tender, manned by officers and 

men from the L i o n . , 

L I S T O F T H E O F F I C E R S O N B O A R D T H E L I O N . ; 

Sir Erafmus Gower, Knight, Commander ; 
M r . Cambell, lft. Lieutenant; 
M r . Whitman, 2d. ditto; 
M r . Atkins, 3d. ditto ; 
M r . Cox, 4th . ditto—died at Chufan ; 
M r . Ommaney, acting Lieutenant ; 
M r . Jackfon, Mafter of the L ion j 
M r . Saunders, Mafter's-mate ; 
M r . Tippett, ditto ; 
M r . Siuics, ditto ; 
M r . Lowe, ditto; 
M r . Roper, ditto ; 
M r . Warren, ditto, fon of D r . Warren, promoted t* 

be adtirig Lieutenant; 
M r . Kent ; 
M r . Chapman? appointed Gunner, vice Corke, deceafed ; 
Right Hon. Lord Mark Kerr, Midftiipman, promoted 

to be acting Lieutenant; 
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H o n . W m . Stuart, Midfhjpman ; 
M r . Bromely, ditto \ 
M r . Swinbournc, do. 
M r . Kel ly , do. 
M r . Dilkes, do. 
M r . Trollope, do. 
M r . Hey wood, do. 
JVIr. Hickey, do. 
M r . Thornpfon, do. 

M r . Waller , do. (died at Wampoa;) 
M r . Beaumont, do. 'returned home from Angara Point, 

for the recovery of his health ;) 
M r . Snipe, do. 
M r . Wools, do. 
M r . Montague, do. 
M r . Chambers, do. 
M r . Scott, do. 
M r . Bridgeman, do. 
M r . Perkins, do. 

M r . Sarradine, do. 
M r . Toth i l l , Purfcr, (died at Cochin China j) 
M r . Weft, Captain's Clerk ; 
M r . Nutt , Surgeon ; 
M r . Anderfon, Chief-mate; 
M r . Cooper, fecond ditto ; 
M r . Thomas, third ditto ; 
M r . Humphries, Schoolmafter. 

Every neccftary arrangement being made, the ambaf-
fador and his fuite arrived on board the Lion at Spithead, 
on Friday the 21ft of September, I 7 9 2 ' a n d o n Tuefday 
the a j i b , at five o'clock in the afternoon, we took our 
final departure from that place. O n the 1 i th of October 
we reached Funchal Bay, in the illand of Madeira, from 
whence we again failed on the 18th, and on the 21ft an­
chored in Santa Cruz Bay, in the illand of Teneriffe. 



6 N A R R A T I V E OF THE 
O n thc 27th we left Santa C r u z , and arrived at the 

Illand and town of St. Jago on 2d of November ; on the 
7th we again failed; on the 18th we found ourfelves 
under the equator, and on the iff of December, in the 
afternoon, we arrived in F.io Janeiro harbour. At this, 
place, mutual compliments and ceremonious attention 
were paid by the governor and Lord Macartney to each 
other, and here we remained ti l l the 15th, when we 
worked down the harbour to fifteen fathom water, and 
the next day took our leave, and at three o'clock in the 
afternoon, of March the 6th, 1793, came to in Batavia 
road. 

March the 27th, we weighed anchor, and made fail 
from this place, running between the ifland of Onrooft 
and the main. 

The Jackall brig being given up for loft, Lord M a ­
cartney had purchafed a French veffel at Batavia to fup­
ply her place, and gave her the name of ihe Clarence. 
T h e Clarence, however, had only joined us the day be­
fore wc received intelligence of the Jackall, by a fhip 
from Oitend to Batavia ; and this intelligence was con­
firmed by the brig joining us on the 23d, to the great joy 
of the whole embafiy, 

O n the 29th we loft one of onr crew, of the name of 
Ltighton, who had gone afhore to wafh his linen at 
Sumatra beach, and was found covered with wounds, 
and murdered by the Malays. T o thc favagc difpofition 
of thefc people, this event gave additional, though me­
lancholy, teftimony. The laft rites were paid to the' 
body of the deceafed with thc utmoii decency and re­
fpect ; and the feelings of the whole flap's company on 
thc occafion were the bed culogium on his character 
and conduct. 

Faffing a variety of iflands, without any occurrence 
worthy of remark, we came to anchor in Pulo Condore 

I 



Bay* May 16. Soon after our arrival, a party of gen­
tlemen, accompanied by one of the Chinefe interpreters, 
went on Ihore. Some of the natives met us on the beach, 
with whom we proceeded till, we came at a fmall dis­
tance to a village of bamboo huts ; one of which was the 
•refidence of the chief, whofe authority extended over the 
whole ifland. Like the reft, his habitation was formed 
of bamboo, raifed on four polls, a few feet from the 
ground. Here wc found, feveral natives of Cochin 
China, who Wore no other drefs but a piece of linen 
round their waiits, and a black turban on their heads. 
T h e chief was habited in a loofe black gown, and a pair 
of black filk trowfers. He Was alfo decorated with a 
filver cord thrown over his fhoulder, from which a fmall 
bag of elegant workmanfhip was fufpended. In common 
with the reft, he wore a turban, but no ihoes. He ap­
peared to be the object of very great refpect. 

Near this palace, if it may be fo called, ftood the 
temple. Externally, it refemblcd the other buildings; 
but thc infide was adorned with various military wea­
pons of Europe, particularly fome old fire arms, of which 
they evidently did not know the ufe, and feemcd to confider 
them only as objects of veneration. The difcharge of a 
mufket againft a tree excited the moft lively alarm and 
aftonifhment. They eagerly examined the place where 
the ball entered ; they even contrived to extract it, and 
then prefentcd it to each other, with the moft vifible 
emotion. 

Having entered into a treaty with the chief for a 
fupply of buffaloes, poultry, and fruit, with which he 
was to furnilh us the next day, we were regaled with 
rice and fifh. Finding that cocoa nuts would be ac­
ceptable, he immediately ordered fome to be procured for 
M ^ The dexterity thefe people fhewed in climbing the 
t r «es that produced them, is aftonifhing. On our rc-



turn to the fhip, we obferved caves on the beach vetf 
ingenioufly conftructed. 

P u b Condore is but thinly peopled. The means of 
fubfiflcnce is difficult ; and population of courfe muft be 
influenced thereby. This ifland is fubject to the K i n g of 
Cochin China. 

T o our utter aftoniffiment, on landing next morning, 
to receive the ftipulated fupply of provifions, we found 
the village deferted, and every moveable carried off. A 
letter in Chinefe characters, left in the hut of the chief, 
explained the reafons of this fudden and Unexpected 
movement. It feems they were apprehenfive we medi­
tated hoftilities againft them, from our fhips coming to 
anchor in their bay ; they earneftly implored us to fpare 
their humble dwellings, which they intended to re-oc­
cupy on our departure ; and dwelt on their poverty, 
which they perhaps concluded was their beft protec­
tion, and thc ftrongeft argument to allay European ra-* 
pacity. 

Being obliged to fet fail without our expected fup­
ply, we left Pulo Condore on the 18th, and palling 
feveral Iflands of different forms and magnitudes, wc an* 
chorcd in Turon Bay, in Cochin China, on the evening 
of the 261 h. 

Soon after our arrival thc AmbafTador received a vifit 
from feveral mandarins, who came in great ftate. They 
were liberally entertained ; but at firft feemed averfe to 
tafte thc wines and other liquors which were, fet before 
them. This refcrvc appearing to arifc from fear, Lord 
Macartney fet them an example, when they indulged 
very freely ; (hewing a particular predilection for cherry 
and rafberry brandy. Thefe chiefs wore nearly the fame 
kind of drefs as we have defcribed at Pulo Condore, ex­
cept that they had a girdle of filver cordage. Their do-



merries were clad in a fancy drefs, refembling Tartan ; 
and their legs and feet were wholly bare. 

Intelligence of our arrival having reached the court, in 
the evening of the 29th the prime miniiter of the K i n g of 
Cochin China, attended by feveral mandarins, came, in 
his Majefty's name, to invite the Ambaifador to dinner* 
His Excellency obligingly accepted the invitation, but 
poilponed the day to the 4th June. 

In the interim, he received a prefent from the king, 
confiiling of a great number of buffaloes, hogs, fowls, 
ducks, fome bags of rice, and fome jars of famptfoo, a 
Chinefe liquor, reckoned very delicious, 

W c vifited the town of Fie-Fou, while we lay here. 
It is nothing but an alfemblage of wretched bamboo 
huts; but it has a good market; and were the iuduflry 
of the natives equal to thc fertility of the foil, this place 
would be remarkably abundant. They feem, however, to 
have little knowledge of agriculture: they fubfiftythcrcfore, 
chiefly on the fpontaneous produce of the earth, and make 
their women a principal branch of their trade. For a 
certain conlideration, they are always ready to confign 
«hem to the fociety of Europeans who touch here, with­
out any apparent fenfe of impropriety. In one of our 
excurfions to the fitore, we faw fix elephants performing 
a variety of unwieldy feats, for the entertainment of the 
-mandarins who had aflcmbled here. 

The 4th of June was ufliered in with a falute of 
twenty-one guns; the royal flandard of Great Britain, 
the St. George's enfign, and the union, were all dif-
played at their appropriate llations. Several mandarin* 
waited Lord Macartney's arrival on fhore, and attended 
him, under an efeort of his own troops, to the refidence 
of the prime minifler. A collation was here provided for 
him, confining 0 f all the dainties the country afforded ; 
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After partaking of which, he returned on board, inter­
changing mutual civilities with his holts. 

Thus far affairs proceeded to the fatrsfaetion of all 
parties in Cochin C h i n a ; but the matter of the L i o n , 
who had gone in the cutter to take foundings in the bay, 
having unreflectingly begun to furvcy the coaft, was i m ­
mediately feized, with feven men who accompanied 
h im, and carried prifoners to the capital. 

When we firft received this difagreeablc intelligence, 
the impreflicn it made is not eaPJy conceived. It was 
not only the danger to which our countrymen had ex­
pofed themfelves, that affected the embaffy; but as this 
kingdom is tributary to China, it was feared that a rc-
prefentation of this conduct might make it appear cr i ­
minal, and have an injurious effect on all our future 
proceedings ; and that the object fo much at heart—to 
infpire confidence, would be changed into fufpicion and 
alarm. The good offices of the mandarins were inftantly 
and earneftly folicited, and one of the Interpreters was 
fent on fhorc to promote an inquiry, and furnifh an ex­
planation ; and on thc 13th, we had the happinefs to 
fee thc mafter and his men return in fafety, after an ab-
fencc of fix days. What they fuffered, during this pe­
riod of fufpenfe, cannot well be defcribed. Nothing 
but a refpect for thc country to which they belonged, and 
a regard to thc million on which they were employed, 
could have faved them from certain dpath. 

This was not the only unpleafant event that befel us 
here. W e loft a refpectable gentleman, the purfer of 
the L i o n , who died after a few days illnefs on the 12th, 
and was interred on fliore with all poffible folemnity and 
refpect. 

O n June 16, at four in the afternoon, we fet fail from 
Turon Bay, with the weather moderate and fair, and on 
the 20th, at fix P. M , faw the land on the north-north-



eaft ; at eight the body of the Grand Ladronc bore north-

north-carl. 
Sir George and M r . Staunton, with one of Lord M a ­

cartney's fecretaries, were here charged with letters and 
bufinefs to the commiflioncrs, Meif. Brown, Irvine, and 
Jackfon, who had been fent from England to notify the 
expected cmbaffy, and who were then at Macao. Thay 
accordingly fet fail in the Jackall brig, accompanied by 
thc Clarence, for that place. M r . Coa and M r . Niuang, 
the two natives of China whom we had brought from 
Europe, accompanied them with thc defign of proceeding 
over land to the place of their nativity. 

Thefe worthy chara&crs took leave of their friends on 
board the L i o n , with whom they had made lb long a 
voyage, with genuine affection; but they manifefted all the 
impatience natural to thofe who had been fcparated tor 
fo great a length of time, and at fuch a diitance, from 
their native land. 

At half pad eight in the morning of the 2ift we came 
to anchor on the north point of the Grand Ladrone 
illand. 

O n Sunday the 23d the Jackall and Clarence returned 
fromMacao. Sir George Staunton foon after went on board 
the L i o n , and from what information he had obtained 
/rom the comrniffioncrs, the moft fanguine hopes were 
entertained that the embaffy would be crowned with 
fnccefs. 

W c now entered thc Yellow Sea, when nothing ma­
terial happened t i l l we arrived at the end of this branch 
of our voyage. W e faw many iflands in our paffage, 
and met with feveral Chinefe junks and fifhing boats. 

Whi le in the Yel low Sea, Sir Erafmus Gower thought 
proper to name feveral rocks on the coaft, that had no 
denomination, after the three principal characters of the 
embaffy. 



O n Sunday July 21 ft, in the afternoon,, the Lion cam« 
to an anchor in Jangangfoc Bay, when Licuts, Campbety 
and Oinmancy, M r . Huttner, and M r . Plumb, the in ­
terpreter, went in the cutter to Mettow, to learn if there 
was any track by which the L ion could enter the river, 
or i f there was any river on that coaft, by whofe navi­
gation fhe could m a k e a nearer approach to Pe-kin, and 
i f not, they were then to concert meafures with the 
mandarin of the place for the difembarkation of the 
fuite. 

1 he next morning the Endeavour brig arrived from 
Macao and Canton with difpalchcs from thc commif-
iloncrs. 

O n Tuefday the 23d a mandarin of Chu fan fent a pre­
fent of twelve fine fmall bullocks, a number of hogs and 
a large quantity of fruit, rice, &c. 

O n the 25th the cutter returned, and Lieut. Campbell 
and his company gave a very pleafmg account of the 
hofpitality they experienced from the Chinefe at Mettow, 
having been not only received with thc greateft civility, 
but furnifhed with every accommodation and necefTary. 
It was, however, found abfolutcly impracticable to pro­
ceed farther with the fhips, as the whole way to the 
mouth of the river was a chain of fhoals, with a bar 
running acrofs the entrance of it not more than fix feet 
<deep at high water. 

T h c Jackall and Clarence, therefore, failed with M r * 
Huttner and M r . Plumb to Mettow, to make arrange­
ments for the landing of the embaffy, and to fix the 
time vv hen the Ambaflador fhould go on fhore. 

O n the 2d of Auguft a prefent of fixteen bullocks, 
two fheep, fome hogs, vegetables, tea, fugar, &c. 

fenl on board the L ion . A principal mandarin alfp 
on board from one of the junks, and finally fettled 

: . 1 his Excellency thc fucceeding Monday for the dajr 



©f his difembarkation ; and that the heavy baggage, Sec. 
fhould be previoufly removed into the junks. The man­
darin, after exprefung great furprife at our wooden pa. 
lace, and the various arrangements and conveniences of 
it was hoifted into one of our boats in the accommoda­
tion chair, a ceremony with which he appeared to be 
much pleafed. 

O n Monday, at four o'clock in the morning, feveral 
junks came along-fide the L ion to receive the remainder 
of the Ambaffador's baggage, and his Excellency was 
now joined by the remainder of his fuite from the H i n -
doftan. 

A t eight o'clock orders were given to mar. fhip, pre­
vious to his' Excellency's difembarkation, which took 
place almoft immediately ; when he received three cheers 
from the feamen, and afalutc of nineteen guns from thc 
L i o n and Hindoflan. 

At nine o'clock the reft of the fuite took their ftations 
on beard their different junks; the Ambaflador, Sir 
George Staunton and fon, being on board the Clarence 
brig. 

The number of junks occupied by the fuite and bag­
gage amounted in all to twenty fail. At two o'clock in 
the afternoon we faw the town of Mettow ; and at three 
the junks came to anchor at thc mouth of the river, 
where the Jackall, Clarence, and Endeavour had arrived 
before us. In the evening the mandarin fent us an ac­
ceptable prefent of drafted meats, and a variety of fruits. 

This town, though extenfive, has neither the charms 
of elegance, or the merit of uniformity ; it is fituated 
on a fwamp, occafioned by the frequent overflowing of 
the fea, notwithftanding the inhabitants have taken the 
precaution to make an embankment on the fhore. 

The houfes are built of mud, with bamboo roofs ; 
th? arc very low, and without either floors or pave-



mcnts. At fome difiance from thc town there are feveral 
buildings of a very fuperior kind, which belong to the 
mandarins of the place: they are conftructed of ftone 
and wood; the body of the houfe being of the former, 
and the wings and galleries, of the latter, variouily 
painted , they are of a fquare form, three ftories high, 
and each ftory has a furrouttding range of palifacloes, 
gilt and fancifully painted. The ground floor is fronted 
with piazzas ornamented in the fame manner. T h e 
wings project on each fide the body of the houfe, and 
appear to contain a eonfiderable range of apartments. 

T h e mandarins here are attended by a great number 
of guards, infantry and cavalry, who live in tents pitched 
round the refidence of the perfonage whom they ferve. 

The immenfe crowd of fpectators who affcmblcd to 
fee the Ambaflador land, proves Mettow to be a place of 
prodigious population. Many of thefe people were on 
horfeback and in carriages, and the banks of thc river 
where the junks lay at anchor were entirely covered with 
them. 

T h e fort in this place confifts of a fquare tower, ap­
pearing rather to have been conftructed for ornament 
than public utility , it ftands on the margin of the fea, 
and commands the entrance of thc river, but it had not 
a fingle piece of ordnance mounted. 

T h e river here is about a furlong over, and the co­
lour of the water muddy, its depth is unequal, being in 
fome parts nine feet deep, in others fix, and in fome 
parts not more than two. 

The country around, on both fides of the river, i * 
fat, but thc foil is rich and exceedingly fertile. 

T h e whole of the morning of Tuefday the 6th was 
employed in removing the baggage to the junks, hired 
for the embaffy by Van-Tadge-In, a mandarin of the 
firft clafs, who had been appointed to conduct the bpff-



rcfs of the enroaffy, in every thing that related to the 
refidence, pnnrlons, and journey of the Ante. 

1 Ins perfon was of a plead ng and open countenance, 
and his nvm tiers were polite and unaffected; the appoint­
ment of a man of this defcription, while it inrprelTed 
us with a favourable opinion of the Chinefe government, 
ferved to encourage our hopes of fucccfs with refpect to 
the object of our journey. 

At noon the mandarin's boat brought us a quantity 
of raw beef, bread, apples, pears, fhaddocks, and 
oranges: the beef was of a very good quality, but thc 
bread was by no means pleafant to our tafle. The fhape 
and fize of the loaves are fimilar to a middling orange 
cut in two. They are compofed of flour and water, 
and thc iteain of boiling water, to which they are ex­
pofed for a few minutes, is all thc baking, i f it may be 
fo called, which the bread receives. W e , therefore, 
found it neccifary to cut it in llices and toaft it before we 
could reconcile it to our plates. 

In the afternoon of the day wc received another fupply 
of beef, mutton, pork, vthole pigs, and poultry of all 
forts, both roalt and boiled. 

T h c roalled meat had a very oily tafle, arifing from 
fome preparation that the Chinefe ufe, which gives it a 
glofs like that of varniih. The boiled meat, being free 
from this oily tafte, was far preferable, or, at leaft, more 
agreeable to us. 

W e h e r e learned the indifference of the Chinefe con­
cerning their food, and this circumftance made feveral 
of us very cautious of what wc eat, and as to their 
haflies and ftews, many refufed their allowance, from 
the apprehenfion of their beins; compofed of unwholcfome 
flefh. 

Another circumftance added to the difguft v/e felt at 
Chinefe cookery, and furnifhed us with ocular demon-



titration of the grofs appetites of the Chinefe people** 
The pigs on board the L ion being affected with a difordcr 
which proved fatal to them, feveral were thrown over'' 
board ; the Chinefe belonging to the junks immediately 
got out their boats and picked up thefe difeafed carcafes, 
when having dreffed a part of them, they appeared to 
make a very comfortable meal, at the fame time ridi­
culing us for our extravagant delicacy. 

T h e junks, or Chinefe velfels, are built of beach 
wood and bamboo, with a flat bottorrt, from thirty to 
an hundred feet in length, and from about ten to thirty 
ID breadth. 

M r . Anderfon gives the following defcription of that 
on which he was on board.* " O n the firft deck was a 
" range of very neat and commodious apartments, 
< c which were clean and decorated with paintings ; they 
" con lifted of three fleeping apartments, a dining par-
** lour, with a kitchen, and two rooms for fervants ; the^ 
*' floor is made to lift up, by hatches all along thc 
t l junk, to each of which there is a brafs r ing: beneath 
*' is an hold, or vacant fpace for containing lumber ; and 
** the quantity of goods that can be ftowed away in thefe 
" places is almoft incredible. 

" On the upper or main deck, there is a range of 
*' fourteen or fifteen fmall chambers, allotted for the 
" ufe of the men belonging to the junk, and an apart-
u ment for the captain or owner of the veffel. 

** In thc lower deck the windows are made of wood, 
" with very fmall fquare holes, covered with a fort of 
" glazed, tranfparent paper; the fafhes are divided int» 
«< four parts, and made to take out occafionally, either 
" to admit the air for coolnefs, or to fweetcn thc apart-
«f ments. On the outfide there is a coloured curtain, 

* Oflavo edition of Account of the ErnbafTy to China, p. 97. 
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« that extends from one end of the junk to the other, 
" which, in very hot weather, is unfurled and fixed up 
" to ihadc the apartments from the heat of the fun. 
" There are alfo fhutters, which Hide before the win-' 
" dows, to prevent the effects of cold weather, or any 
<< inclemency of the feafon. 

" There is a gang-way on both fides of the veffel, 
" about thirty inches broad, by way of paffage, without 
1 1 entering into any of the apartments; and though 
w many of thefe veflels carry from two to three hundred 
*« tons, they only draw three feet water, fo that they 
" can be worked with cafe and fafety in the molt thoaly 
" rivers. Some of thefe junks have two mails, though, 
" in general, they have but one, with a very aukward 
" kind of rudder; but the more elegant veffels of this 
" kind, which I have juft defcribed, are only calculated 
" for the navigation of a river, as they are not con-
" ftructcd with fufficient ftrength to refifl the violent ef-
" fects of wind and weather," 

A H veffels which navigate the rivers in China have a 
lamp hoifted to the mafl head, as foon as it is dark, to 
prevent accidents which might otherwife happen from 
veffels running foul of each other. Thefe lamps are 
made of tranfparent paper, with characters painted on 
them, to notify the name of the junk, or the rank of 
any paffengers on board it ; and the number of lights are 
proportioned to the rank of the perfons who occupy the 
junks. The fame notification is given in the day-time 
by filken enfigns with painted chara&ers. From the 
prodigious number of junks which navigate this river, a 
very pleafing effect is produced by fuch an affemblagc 
of lights moving along the water. 

O n the morning of the 7th the Ambaflador p a i d a v ^ 1 1 

to the principal mandarin of Mettow, to take leave » 
D 



and at eleven o'clock the whole fuite proceeded on their 
voyage. 

O n the 8th we received a large fupply of tea, fugar, 
bread, vegetables of all forts, a large quantity of fruit, 
conhfting of apples, pears, grapes, and oranges, and a 
quantity of provifions of different kinds ready dreffed ; 
thefe fupplics were, indeed, at all times furnifhed, i n 
the greateft abundance. W e Iikewife received a fupply 
of wood and charcoal for culinary ufes. 

Words can but faintly convey the effect, which the no­
velty and beauty of the fcene produced on our minds, as we> 
paffed through a country rich in the charms of nature and, 
of art% Cultivation every where around feemed to have 
exhaufted its diligent refources. The fields were en-* 
riched with its toils, and prefented a view of various, 
crops, as luxuriant as fancy can conceive * this fcene was 
alfo heightened by the abundance of fticep and the moft: 
beautiful cattle, which were feen grazing in the mea­
dows. 

The gardens, on the courfe of the ftream, appeared 
alfo delightful; they are equally adapted for pleafure and 
utility ; and however much Europeans may plume them­
felves on their fuperior knowledge in agriculture, gar­
dening, and ornamental defign, the Chinefe, in moft re-
fpeds, would bear away the palm. Their tafte, to our 
eyes, may be lefs chafte, but their diligence overcomes 
difficulties, which in moft countries would appear infur-
mountnblc. 

In this delightful voyage, the mandarin's guards 
marched by day along the banks* of the river, and at 
night pitched their tents oppofite where the junks lay at 
anchor. Both the fronts of the tents on land, and the 
junks on the water, were decorated with lamps, which 
together produced a very pleating cffecT 
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The centinels, who kept a regular watch during the 
flight, were furniflied with a piece of hollow bamboo, 
•which they ftrike with a mallet at regular intervals, t(j 
fignify their vigilance and activity. This cuftom the fol­
diers informed us was univerfally adopted by the Chinefe 
army. 

A t an early hour next morning the gongs gave the 
fignal for failing. Thefe inftruments are circular, made 
of brafs, and fomething refembling the cover of a Irurge 
culinary velfel • when ftruck with a large mallet, covered 
with leather, they produce a found that may be heard 
farther than the European trumpet or bell, in the room 
tof which they are fubftituted. 

W i t h the ufual fupply of provifiOns, for the firft time, 
we received a jar of the country wine, of about three 
gallons : the mouth of this veffel was clofed with a large-
plantain leaf covered with a top of clay, to which was 
affixed a label, on which were certain Chinefe characters. 
Th i s wine poifelfes a good body, but the tafte is (harp 
and unpleafant ; in its colour it refembles Lifbon. 

In palling feveral populous towns, on both fides of 
the river, the foldiers quartered or rcfident there, were 
drawn up on the banks to falute the AmbalTador, while 1 

crowds of fpeftators filled every acceffible fpot of view. 
The uniform of a Chinefe ibldier deferves a defcription. 

It confifts of black nankeen trowfers, over which a k ind 
of cotton (lockings are drawn. Their (hoes, which arev 
alfo made of cotton, are extremely ciumfy, broad at 
the toes, and furniflied with immoderately thick foles. 
From the top of their trowfers is fufpended a purfe, 
which contains their money. They have neither llxirts 
nor waiftcoats, but only a large black nankeen mantle 
"with loofe fleeves, turned up and fringed with red-co­
loured cloth of the fame fabric. A broad girdle Con­
ines this loofe robe, ornamented in front with a k ind 



of plate, faid to be a compofition of rice. A pipe, and 
bag for tobacco, hangs from this girdle on one fide, and 
a fan on the other. Thefe appendages, and a fupply of 
tobacco, are allowed by the Emperor. 

T h e Chinefe troops were always, when we faw 
them, drawn up in fingle ranks, with a great number 
of colours or ftandards, made chiefly of green filk, with 
a red border, and ornamented with golden characters. 
They wear their fwords on the left fide, with the point 
forwards, fo that, when they draw them they put their 
hands behind their backs, and un(heath them without be­
ing immediately perceived, a manoeuvre which they 
execute with great dexterity, and which is well adapted 
for the purpofes of attack. Under their left arm is (lung 
a b o w ; and on their backs is hung a quiver, generally 
containing twelve arrows, others are armed with match­
locks of a very nifty appearance. 

O n all occafions when the Chinefe troops are called 
to do military honours, a temporary arch covered with 
filk is placed at each end of the line, in which the man­
darins fit t i l l the perfon to be faluted appears, when they 
come forward and make their appearance. Near thefe 
arches arc three fmall fvvivels about two feet and a half 
i n length, which are fixed in the ground with the muzzle 
pointing to the air : thefe are difcharged as the perfon 
to be honoured panes the mandarin at the end of the line. 
T h i s method of firing falutes the Chinefe have adopted 
to prevent accidents, obferving, that a loaded gun (hould 
never be levelled but at their enemies. In the manage­
ment of artillery and fire arms, it is not to be expected 
that Europeans can derive much improvement from the 
inhabitants of the eaft; the caution they employ on oc­
cafions of rejoicing to prevent accidents from them might 
give the wifeft nations a leifon; for we well know that 
melancholy, and frequently fatal accidents arc occafioned 



from the want of fimilar regulations, on our days of 
public rejoicing. 

The foldiers have a tuft of hair on the back of their 
head, which is plaited down the back, and tied at the 
extremity with a riband. The reft they (have. They 
cover their heads with fhallow ftraw hats, bound under 
the chin, and decorated with a red plume of camel's hair. 
According to our ideas, there is little military appearance 
i n the compofition of a Chinefe foldier's drefs. 

In failing up the river, we faw numbers of ruflic ha­
bitations, chiefly conftructed of mud, with fome few of 
Hone. The country women, with the curiofity natural 
to their fex, advanced to fee the proceffion. They 
feemed to walk with difficulty ; having their feet and an­
cles bound with a red fillet to confine their growth ; 
and as this practice commences with their infancy, it is 
aftoniihing that they can walk at a l l . Their front hair 
is combed back on the crown of the head, clubbed, and 
decorated with artificial flowers and filver pins , the hind 
hair is then brought up, and Secured under the club. 
Except thefe decorations of the head and the bandages 
on their feet, the drefs of thc Chinefe women differs but 
little from that of the foldiers. 

Our progrefs was by no means rapid ; but wc were 
every moment attracted by fome new objects, which pre­
vented our wifh for greater expedition. In the courfe of 
one day's (ailing, which could not exceed twenty-four 
miles, we paifed fuch an immenfe number of junks, and 
faw fuch crowds of people, as would almoft exceed belief 
did we attempt calculation. Independent of the moving 
fcene, the river itfelf, fpacious and meandering, was a 
noble object ; and the diverlity of its banks, and the views 
which occaiicnally opened over a rich and varied country, 
would have afforded a fcope to the moft glowing pencil. 



O n the ioth , We for the firft time faw the plantations 
of the tea-tree. This plant, which, from being origi­
nally an ufelefs luxury, has now become a neceflary iri 
fo many countries, we have before defcribed, a repetition 
here would therefore be needlefs. Plentiful as tea ap­
pears to be in this province, it is not within the reach of 
the lower claifes, as the crew of the junks were glad to 
receive our tea leaves, which they dried, and then boiled, 
to procure their favourite beverage. Tea Is univerfally 
ufed in China without fugar ; and as the natives, parti-
cularly the lower orders, frequently dry and reboil thc 
leaves for fome weeks fucceftively, they unite economy 
with gratification. 

W e this day paffed feveral populous villages, compofed 
of very neat houfes built of brick of one ftory, from 
every one of which the Ambaflador received the fame 
honours which have been already defcribed. The crowds 
of people were beyond all calculation, and imprefled on 
our minds an exalted idea of the immenfe population of 
the Chinefe empire. Nor was the number of junks that 
appeared on the river lefs aftoniihing ; being fometimes 
fo numerous, that the water was covered with them. 

O n the morning of the n t h we approached the city 
Tyen-Sing. The banks of the river here prefented fields 
of millet and rice, and the number of fpc&ators that 
met us, both In veflels and by land, was as great as be­
fore. For nearly two miles We obferved a range of fait 
heaps, difpofed in columns, and covered with matting \ 
but whether manufactured on the fpot, or for what pur­
pofe fuch a prodigious quantity was collected, wc were 
not able to afcertain. 

T h e noife and (bouts of an innumerable multi­
tude of people attended our entrance into the

 cltY> 
which is a very populous and extenfive place. T h * 
houfes are built of brick, and are in general two (tones 



hJgb, covered with tiles ; but the Want of regularity 
offends the eye ; and the ftreets are fo uncommonly nar­
row, that not more than two perfons can walk a-breaft. 

Soon after our arrival, the Ambaffador, who was re­
ceived with military honours, went in full torm to vifit 
the chief mandarin. His palace is in the centre of a 
garden ; it is large and lofty, palifadoed in front, gilt 
and painted in a very fanciful form. Even the external 
walls are decorated with paintings • and the roof is coated 
with that bright yellow varnifh we have often noticed. 
Here the ambaffador and fuite partook of a cold colla­
tion, at which all the dainties of the country were col­
lected, particularly confectionary. 

A play was alfo performed as a mark of refpect and 
attention to Lord Macartney. The theatre is a fquare 
building, built principally of wood, and ereded in the 
front of the mandarin's palace. The ftage is furrounded 
with galleries ; and the whole was decorated with a pro-
fufion of ribands, and ftlken ftreamers of various co­
lours. The theatrical exhibitions conlifted chiefly of 
reprefentations of imaginary battles, with fwords, fpears, 
and lances- in which thc performers acquitted themfelves 
with an aftoniihing activity. The fcenes were beauti­
fully gilt and painted, and the drefles of the actors were 
ornamented in conformity to the fcenery. The exhibi­
tion was varied with an agreeable variety ot very curi­
ous deceptions by flight of hand, theatrical machinery, 
and that fpecies of agility which we call tumbling j 
wherein the performers executed their parts with fuperior 
addrefs and activity, A band of mufic, confiding of 
wind inftruments, enlivened the fcene. The novelty of 
which pleafed the eye, rather than delighted the ear. 
T h e female characters were performed by eunuchs, for 
the delicacy of the Chinefe would be fhocked at the pub­
lic exhibition of their women. 



When the Ambaffador and attendants returned on 
board, he was fainted by three pieces of fmall ordnance, 
iuch an immenfe number of people accompanied them,, 
in every kind of conveyance capable of floating, that ac­
cidents appeared inevitable. W e were witnefs to one, 
where part of thc deck of an old junk giving way, from 
the enormous prefftue of fpc&ators, configned feveral 
perfons to a watery grave. 

A very liberal fupply of provifions had been fent us 
before we embarked, together with a fupply of wine fu­
perior to that we have before noticed : from the fuper-
abundance of our provifions we entertained thc crews 
who navigated thc junks; thus converting thc hofpitality 
of.the country to the benefit of its natives, for which 
mark oil attention they teftificd a due fenfe of gratitude. 

A prefent having been made of three parcels of co­
loured filk by the mandarin Tyen-Sing, to the embaffy, 
M r . Maxwel l , by the direction of the Ambaflador, dis­
tributed them among thc fuite ; but it not being poflible 
for every one to have an equal fliaj«e, it was determined, 
after two pieces were distributed to e;jeh of the gentle­
men, that the remainder fhould be difpofed of by drawing 
lots, by which means every perfon, whether mechanic, 
fervant, mufician, or foidier, had an equal chance. 

The weather had been excefiivcly hot for fome days ; 
and at an early hour on the morning of the 12th of Auguft 
we were vifited by a moft tremendous ftovm of thunder, 
lightning, and rain, which is not unufnal in this climate. 

h was found neccftary, during feveral hours in this 
day, to employ men to tow the junks along. In China, 
numbers follow this laborious vocation, to which they 
are called when the wind or tide fails. A rope is fixed 
to the mail , and another to the head of the junk. Thefc 
&rc of a length proportionable to the breadth of the river, 
and are fixed, one at each end, to a .tick of about thirty 

I 
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Inches long. This is thrown over thc head, and rcfts on 
the breafcj funning a kind of hafnefs. Every draughtf-
mari is furniflied with a fimilar apparatus, and when all 
arc ready, the leader gives the fignal to advance i they 
act in concert, and proceed with a meafured ftep, which 
is regulated by a kind of mufical tone, conftantly re­
peated. The fatigue thefe ufeful drudges undergo, 
would appear execflive to any but the Chinefe; they 
wade through marfliy banks, and ftalk through muddy 
foil, with a perfeverance that claims at once our pity and 
admiration. 

Next day, when we received the ufual fupply of pro­
vifions, we fet about cooking them ourfelves; being 
perfectly difgufted with Chinefe filthinefs in regard to 

their victuals. W i t h refpect to rice, however, they de-
ferve the praife of cleanlmcfs. They wafli it well in 
cold waicr , and drain it through a ficve, then throw it 
into boiling water, and when pulpy, take it out with a 
ladle, and put it into another clean veffel, where it is 
fuffered to remain ti l l it becomes quite white and dry. 
In this form it is ufed for bread. Indeed, boiled rice, 
and fometimes millet, with vegetables, fried in o i l , 
conftitute the ufual food of the lower clafs. They cat 
regularly every four hours of the day, and feldom vary 
their humble repaft. Their tables are about a foot 
high ; on them a large vefiel of rice is placed, and each 
perfon, fitting on the floor, helps himfelf into a fmall 
bafon. T h c vegetables are taken up with a couple of 
chop-fticks, and eaten with the rice. O n particular 
days of rejoicing or facrifice, a more genial diet is ufed, 
but feldom on any other occafion. T h e ufual beverage is 
a weak infufion of tea. 

A m i d the new and extraordinary things which in 
fuch rapid fuccctuon caught the view, perhaps the number 

the inhabitants that every where preferred trjemfeWes, 
£ 



was the moft wonderful: it may be thought to bor­

der on the marvellous, but it is a certain fact that we 

could not pafs fewer than four thoufand junks in the 

courfe of this day. 
O n the 14th the weather was extremely hot and fultry, 

and the mufquitos fo troublefome, as to prove a very pain­
ful interruption to our repofe. 

W c continued to pafs extenfive fields of millet and 
rice, and the country maintained its character for ferti­
lity, cultivation, and abundance ; though in feveral 
parts it affirmed a more varied and irregular appearance 
than we had yet feen. 

In the forenoon we patted a large town called Cho-
tung-poa, pleafantly fituated on the banks of the river. 
T h c houfes are of brick, but moftly only one ftory in 
height ; walls arc erected in the front of them, over 
which we difcovered a great number of women viewing 
the junks as they palled. The fpectators, whom curio­
fity had led to the banks of the river, were, as ufual, in 
prodigious numbers. 

Soon after leaving Cho-tung-pon, we came to a fork 
of the river, over the lateral branch of which there were 
two bridges of two arches, conftructed with thc appear­
ance of much architectural ability. A t a fmall diftance 
we faw the ruins of another bridge of one arch, originally 
built of hewn ftone, which bore thc appearance of E u ­
ropean mafonry. A t a fmall difiance, on a gentle emi­
nence, flood the palace of {.he mandarin, built of ftone, 
two ftories high, in a pleafing ftyle of architecture, with 
a flight of Heps afcending to the door. 

At fix o'clock in thc evening we came to anchor near 
the more, and in a fhort time after the grand mandarin 
pjf.Tyen-fing, efcorted by a numerous tra in of attend­
ants, came to pay his refpects to the Ambaflador ; 2 
troop of men preceded him, who were employed *r' 
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ill outing aloud as they came on, in order to notify his 
approach. This party was followed by two men carry­
ing large filk umbrellas, with pendent curtains of the 
fame materials, to flicker the palankin from thc rays of 
the fun ; then followed a large band of ftandanl-bearers, 
who were fucceeded by foot foldiers. The mandarin in 
his palankin appeared next, and a large efcort of cavalry 
clofed the proceffion. 

T h c mandarin of Tyen-fing remained with Lord M a ­
cartney about an hour • and, on his return, the procef­
fion was rendered more brilliant by a great number ol 
people bearing lamps and torches. 

O n the 15th, the heat (till continued to be extreme, 
but the country fli l l prcfentcd an equally fertile appear­
ance, and the large fields of corn which wc palled, ap­
peared to be in crop and cultivation equal to any which 
are the boaft of England. W e this day paffed a large 
plantation of tea, where there was a vaft number of 
boxes ranged in order, for the purpofe of packing the 
tea. 

The banks of the river became more and more diverfi-
fied ; and the alternate view of extenfive meadows, 
luxuriant fields, and beautiful gardens, did not fufFcr the 
gratification of the eye, or the mind, to be for a moment 
fufpended. 

In thc evening we walked along the fhore; the corn 
was almoft ripe, agriculture appeared in its moft pleafing 
%jn» and copious plenty feemed to vie with thc immenfe 
population of this aftoniihing empire. 

As we continued on our voyage, the villages became 
more numerous and populous, until we arrived at the 
city of Tong-tchew on thc 16th of Auguft in the after­
noon, an,d here our voyage ended. 

Soon after our arrival, the conducting mandarin, ac-
c^mp^ied bv t-ord Macartney and Sir George Staunton, 

' ."; £ a 



went on fhore to infpe£l the place which thc Chinefe had 
prepared for thc landing the prefents and baggage. It 
contained about the fpace of an acre, fenced in with 
matting, and furniflied with long (beds made of up­
rights of wood, covered with matting, in order to pre­
vent the packages from being injured by damp. The 
ground was entirely covered with mats, and thc place well 
guarded on all fides by mandarins and foldiers. 

A building, termed a temple, was allotted for the refi­
dence of thc embafiy, and thc whole fuite, of every de­
fcription, received an invitation from the grand manda­
rin to partake of a public breakfaft, which was to be pro­
vided here on thc next morning, and during thc (fay of 
the embafiy at this place ; notice was therefore given to 
each junk, and orders ifltied for difembarking. A c ­
cordingly, Lord Macartney and Sir George Staunton fet 
out in two palankins, which had been fent for them, 
and were efcorted to the temple by a party of Chinefe 
foldiers. The breakfaft was compofed of various Hews, 
made difhes, meat of all kinds, eggs, tea, wines, fruit, 
and confectionary. 

Every exertion was made to land the baggage, and 
prefents, with fpeed and fafety ; and for this purpofe a 
number of Chinefe porters were ordered to each junk, 
and fuch emulation was difplayed in this fervice, that 
moft of it was fafely lodged in the depot before night. 
T w o Chinefe officers infpe&ed every cafe and package at 
the gate of the inclofiire, of which tfiey appeared to take 
* written account, and pafted marks correfpondent with 
their m|nutes on every feparate article, for not a fingle 
box was fuffered to pafs, till it had undergone this ce­
remony. 

T h c temple appropriated for the'refidence of the em-
balfy, was, in fa i l , the habitation of a timber mer­
chant, and hired by' the Chinefe government >Ior tJnS 
purpofe : it Hands about a mile diftant from the city i $ 



^sanest, low building, of one (lory high, and confifts of 
feveral courts, which were fcverally occupied by the fol­
diers, fervants, Ambaifador, and fuite. The foldiers 
court was next the entrance ; beyond this was the fer­
vants quarter, oppofite to which is a fquare building of 
one room, confecratcd to religious worfhip. In the 
middle of this (lands an altar, fupporting three porcelain 
ftatues as large as life ; and on each fide are candlefticks, 
containing candles, which are lighted regularly when­
ever any perfon is paying his devotion, and regularly at 
morn and eve. Before the images ftands a pot full of 
dull , into which a number of long matches arc thruft, 
which are Iikewife lighted during the celebration of wor­
fhip. The devotees having finiihed, the candles and the 
matches are exiinguilhed, and an attendant on thc altar 
itrikes a bell thrice with a mallet. A l l perfons prefent 
then kneel before the images, inclining their heads three 
times, with their hands clafped, which they lift over 
their heads as they rife. Such is the fimple ceremony of 
the daily Worfhip of the* Chinefe, invariably obferved 
from the humblelt to thc higheft, from the peafant to 
the emperor. This worfhip obtains the appellation of 
Chin-chin-jofii, or the fervice of God. 

T h t court adjoining this domeflic chapel was occupied 
by the Chinefe as a kitchen ; from thence there is a cir-
culai entrance to that part of thc building which was par­
ticularly afligned to the Ambaifador and his fuite. 

It furrounds a fpacious court, which was ufed as a 
dining apartment on the occafion ; on one fide there was 
a platform, raifed on two Heps, with a beautiful roof, 
iupported by four gilt pillars; and an awning was 
i l retched over the whole court to protect it from the heat 
of thc fun. Lamps, confiding of frames of box-wood, 
covered with tranfparent filk and (lowered gauze of va­
rious colours, added much to the pleafing effect, of the 
?J)urnipatjon. 



The dinner ferved up for the Ambaffador and his com­
pany,, confined of about one hundred different diihes, 
dreifed according to the fafhion of the country : they con­
fided principally of ftews, ferved up in fmall batons, 
without either table-cloths, or knives and forks. 

During the time of dinner, a great number of Chinefe 
crowded round the table, and not only expretfed their 
furprife by peculiar, actions and geftures, but fcemcd 
highly diverted with the difplay of European man­
ners. 

A guard of Britifli foldiers attended the Ambaffadofs 
apartments ; but as we were removed from public view, 
thefe centinels were placed at the outer gate, and thc en­
trance of the inner court, that they might attract thc no­
tice of the Chinefe, and give confequence to the diplo­
matic million, in the opinion of the people of thc coun­
try ; a circumftance on which the fuccefs of the embaffy 
was fuppofed in a great meafure to depend, and which 
fpeaks pretty plainly thc erroneous fentiments imbibed 
refpecling the perfons we had to treat with. 

In the feveral apartments appropriated to thc ufe of 
thc embaffy, Chinefe fervants were dittributed, to fupply 
thofe who were difpofed to call for drink, with hot and 
cold tea, cold and hot water, ice water, &c. 

T h e city of Tong-tchew is about fix miles in cir­
cumference, almoft fquare, furrounded by a wail thirty 
feet high, and fix broad, to which an externa! ditch is 
added, in the moft acceflible fpots. It has three gates, 
each well- fortified, and may, altogether, be confidered 
as a flrong place. 

The houfes arc almoft untverfally of wood, one ftpry 
high, with exterior decorations in the Chinefe ftile, but 
moft of them are deftitute of furniture. T h e fhop is the 
principal room ; before this are high pillars, fupporting 
an awning covered with painting ftnd gilding, and deco­
rated with ftrearacrs, which indicate the commodities 
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fo be fold ; and fometimes a wooden figure is fnper-

added, to ditccl to thc fpot. 
In the form and fize of the houfes and ihops there is 

very little variety \ the fame plan prevails throughout the 
city in almoft every refpect. The ftreets, indeed, are of 
different breadths, but all of them have a pavement 01* 
«ach fide for the accommodation of the foot paftengers. 

As a fubftitute for glafs, a thin glazed paper is ufed ; 
but fome of the palaces of the higher dalles are furnifhed 
with filk to admit the light. 

Tong-tchcw feems to carry on a very extenfive trade ; 
an immenfe number of junks reforttoit, and the popula­
tion is computed at nearly half a million. 

The fhortnefs of our ftay, and our ignorance of the 
language, rendered it impoifible to obtain any correct 
idea ot thc nature of the municipal government. 

The curiofity of the people was fo very troublefome 
during our excurlion round the city, that we were fre­
quently obliged to feek an afylum in the fhops till the ga­
zing multitude had difperfed. 

T h e fecond day after our arrival, the ordnance and 
{tores were examined, and a trial made of the guns in 
the prefence of the Ambaffador, which were found to 
anfwer perfectly well ; after which his Excellency and 
the reft of the fuite dined as on the preceding day. 

In the evening his Excellency was vilitcd by the chief' 
mandarin, accompanied by Van-Tadge-In. A band of 
mufic performed during his Itay, with which the vititors 
feemed vaftly pleafed. 

W e had hitherto efcaped without a death, or acy fcri-
ous illnefs in the embafiy, f ' n c e w e entered China ; but 
this evening we loft M r . Eadcs, one of the mechanics, 
by a violent flux, with which he had been fome time af­
flicted. T o imprefs the natives with a favourable idea of 
the folemnity of our funerals, Lord Macartney directed 
that tfie dcceafed ilioiild be interred with military ho-



naurs. Colonel Den fon therefore gave orders for th** 
troops to appear with tTieTr fide srmt, except thofe who 
were appointed to fire over the grave. In China, cof­
fins are kept ready made ; M r . Plumb was therefore re-
quelled to order one ; they are chiefly of the fame fir^e 
f o r all grown perfons, are ftrong and very heavy ; in 
fhapc fo'mewhat like a flat-bottomed boat, and the lid is 
fecured with a cord inltead of nails* Having procured 
one of thefe receptacles of mortality, we placed the 
corpfe in it with all poftible decency ; and as, by fome 
flrano-e accident, there was no clergyman attached to the 
cmbaffy, M r . Anderfon, an attendant on his Lordihip, 
was called on to officiate on this mournful occafion. 

At nine o'clock the order of the proccifion was formed 
as follows: , 

A detachment of the royal artillery, with arms re-
veril'd. 

The coffin carried on men's ihouldcrs* 
T w o fifes playing a funeral dirge. 
The perfons appointed to officiate at thc grave* 
The fervants, mechanics, &c . two and two. 
The troops, which clofed the whole, excepting feveral 

of the gentlemen belonging to the embaffy, who accom­
panied it. 

T h c proceffion being thus prcvioufly marfhallcd, pro­
ceeded flowly to the burying-ground, at about a quartci 
of a mile's difiance from the Ambalfador's refidence, 
^•here pcrmiffion for interment had been granted, with a 
liberality far fuperior to what would be experienced in 
Great Britain by a follower of Confucius or Fo. 

A n immenfe concourfo of fpeclators were allured by 
the novelty of thc fcene to accompany us. Perhaps thc 
molt fplcndid exhibition in any European city would not 
have procured a larger affembly. The body was com­
mitted to the ground with due folemnity, and the procei-
fjjpn returned in thc fajne order zs it v/eatt 



. W e obferved that the graves were very mallow, having 
no greater depth than what is jufl necefiary to cover the 
coffin ; and that the Chinefe have memorials of marble 
and (lone as with us, charged with infcriptions, and 
fome of the monuments here exhibited traces of no ordi­
nary fculpture. This receptacle of dud was of very eon­
fiderable extent, but without walls. Except in the v ic i ­
nity of large towns, there are no public burial grounds : 
in the country, the deceafed repofe in the prcmifes where 
they lived. 

Several mandarins this day paid a vifit to the Ambaf­
fador, and notified that the day following was appointed 
for the embafiy's departure to Pe-kin. Thefe vifits we 
confidered as a favourable omen of our ultimate fuc-
cefs. 

A t a very early hour, on the morning of the 2iff of 
Auguft, the fignal was given by beat of drum, to p r e 
pare for our departure. The foldiers were firft marched 
off, and then the fervants ; for both of whom covered 
waggons had been provided. The gentlemen of the 
fuite followed in light carts, but the Ambaflador, Sir 
George Staunton, and the interpreter, had each a palan­
kin carried by four men. In point of equipage and ap­
pearance, this proceffion was mean, indeed ; it funk thc 
diplomatic dignity of the nation, and mortified thofe 
who compofed the embaify, for the carts which carried 
the foldiers and fervants, were wretched paft defcrip­
tion. 

After leaving Tong-tchew, we entered a fine cham­
paign country, through which we tiavelled on a road 
of uncommon breadth and beauty. A foot pavement, 
about fix yards wide, occupied the centre, and on each 
fide feveral carriages had room to run a-breaft. Roads 
of a iimilar defcription conduct to the capital from the 
principal towns of the empire; and thefe are kept u * 
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perfect repair by labourers regularly difpofed, and con-* 
ftantly employed. 

W e reached the town of Kiang-Fbu by feven in the 
morning, and as it was, probably, a matter of general 
notoriety, when we were to enter Pe-kin, the con-
courfe of people who filled every accelTible fpot of view, 
and even crowded on us, exceeded what we had hitherto 
feen of Chinefe population. T o our mortification we 
here obferved, that our appearance excited rather more r i ­
dicule than refpect ; and burfts of laughter accompanied 
every tranfient fight of us from our contemptible vehicle. 

Such was the appearance of an embafiy which quitted 
England with the view of prepclfelfing the Chinefe with 
exalted fentiments of the grandeur and opulence of thc 
Britifh nation, and for the purpofe of obtaining $hofe 
political diftinctions and commercial privileges which no 
other European nation could boafl. 

W e flopped nearly an hour at Kiang-Fou, and received 
fome refreihments of meats, tea, and fruits, of which 
thofe in the inferior department partook in the open yard, 
and thofe of the upper in miferable rooms adjoining. 

Van-Tadge-In Iikewife ordered fome joau, an un-
pleafant Chinefe wine, to be diltributed to the attend­
ants of the embafiy. This he did from the benevolent 
motive of enabling them to re nit the calls of appetite, 
t i l l another opportunity offered of gratifying them, 
which at prefent could not be afcertained. When fum-
moned to prepare for our departure, a fcene of confufion 
enfucd, not calculated to imprefsthe numerous beholders 
with a very favourable opinion of Englifh manners, nor 
to wipe off the unfavourable impreffion already made; 
indeed, it was with difficulty that the mandarins could 
aflign the whole to their refpective vehicles. O f the 
face of the country between this town and Pc-kin, it is 

• impofiible to fpeak. Myriads of people intercepted oar 
view, 
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I W e paflld beneath feveral beautiful triumphal arches' 

on entering the fuburbs of the metropolis $ .where thc mag­

nificence difplaycd, ferved only for a contrail to thc mcan-

nefs of cur appearance, and of courfe added to our mor­

tification and regret. 
A t two in the afternoon we reached the gates of the 

imperial city of Pe-kin. Ordnance and troops arc fta-
tioncd at every gate ; and /though the olive branch of 
peace bletfes Pe-k in with almoft a perpetual ftiade, the 
arts ol defence and of prudent caution are neither neg­
lected nor unknown. As we have before defcribed this 
city, we fhall here only make fuch obfervations as have 
not before occurred. 

O n the moft moderate computation, from the fouth 
gate to the eaft gate is a fpacc of ten miles. This was 
our route through Pe-kin ; and every ftcp p/cfented fome 
new object to arreft our attention. The ftreets arc fpa-
cious, clean, and commodious, well paved, and well re­
gulated. A n exact police is kept up ; and as every pub­
lic functionary, from the higheft to the lowcft, is atten­
tive to thc difcharge of his duty, order, neatnefs, and ac­
tivity, are every where perceptible. Large bodies of 
fcavengers are employed in feparate diftricts in removing 
every fpecies of filth ; and another clafs of men Iprinkle 
thc ftreets, to prevent thc dull from incommoding paflen­
gers, or injuring the gaudy wares and elegant manufac­
tures which every fliop prefents for fale. 

In thc capital, as indeed in almoft every town in China , 
the pride of architectural elegance and embellifhment 
feems to be chiefly difplayed in the fhops. T h e tradef-
men wifely lay out the greateft expenfe in that apart­
ment which brings them in the moft profit; hence thc 
fhops in general are magnificent, while their domeitic 
accommodations arc neither numerous nor great. 
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In Pe-kin, many thoufands derive their livelihood 
from the exercife of their bufincfs in the ftreets. Thefe 
itinerant tradefmen, according to the nature of their bu-
finefs, cither carry bafkets over their fhoulders, or a kind 
of pack. Street barbers are very numerous ; they carry 
with them the implements of their trade, being a chair, 
a fmall ftove, and a water bafon. Their cuftomers fit 
down in the ftreet, where the operation is performed. 
A pair of large fteel tweezers, fnapped with force, gives 
thc llgnal that the barber is at hand ; and in a country 
where it is impoftible that any perfon can entirely fhave 
himfelf, i f he complies with the eftabliihed mode, this 
muft be a lucrative trade. 

Street auctioneers, apparently poifeffed of all the low 
eloquence and the vociferous exertions of that craft, pre­
fent themfelves frequently on a kind of platform. 

The principal ftreets being of enormous length, are 
fubdivided by arched gateways, under each of which the 
name of the partial ftreet is written in gilt characters. 
Thefe arches continually appearing, fcrve as central ob­
jects for the eye to repofe on. 

The women here frequently prefent themfelves from 
the galleries in front of their houfes ; and amid the im­
menfe concourfe that were aftembled to view our procef­
f ion, perhaps there were more women in proportion than 
wc fhould have feen in any principal town of Europe. 
They poifefs delicate features, the effects of which they 
heighten by cofmetics. They alfo apply vermilion to 
the middle of their lips, marking along the middle a ftripe 
of the deepen; die. The i r eyes are fmall, but very ex-
preflive ; and their brilliance is contrafted by a peak of 
black velvet or filk, fet with ftones, which depends from 
the forehead to the infertion of the nofe. Their feet ap­
pear to be of the natural fize, and are free from thofe 
bandages w e have before mentioned. In fact, thc vro-
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men feem to enjoy as much liberty i n this place as is 

confident with the delicacy of the fex ; nor is jealoufy, 

as far as we could judge, a predominant paflion among 

the men ; at leaft in this part of the empire. 
In our way through the city, we met a funeral pro­

ceffion. The coffin was covered by a rich canopy, with 
filk curtains, highly ornamented, and hung with efcut-
cheons. It was placed on a large bier, and had a great 
number of men to fupport it, who advanced with a flow 
and folemn ftep. A band of mufic followed, playing a 
kind of dirge ; and after them came the friends and re­
lations of the deceafed, in drcifes of black and white. 

Palling the eaftern fuburbs, we again entered a rich 
and beautiful country, and foon arrived at Yeumen-man-
yeumen, one of the Emperor's palaces, diftant about five 
miles from the city. Here we found rather a fcanty and 
indifferent refrefhment, but being much fatigued with 
the extreme heat, and thc various impediments we had 
met with from the concourfe of people in our way, the 
idea of reft was our moft acceptable gratification. 

This palace is low, both in fituation and building. 
W e entered it by a common ftone gateway, guarded by 
foldiers ; beyond this is a kind of parade, in the centre of 
which is a fmall lodge foi the accommodation of the 
mandarins in waiting. The body of the palace is d i ­
vided into two fquare courts, equally deftitute of ele­
gance and convenience ; the windows of the apartments 
are formed of lattice, covered with glazed and painted 
paper; and throughout the whole range there was no 
other furniture than a few ordinary tables and chairs. 
Not a bed or beditcad was any where to be feen; the 
Chinefe having nothing of this kind, inftead of bedfteads 
they ufe a large wooden bench, railed about two feet 
from the ground, and bottomed with bamboos or wicker 
work. O n one of thefe feveral perfons may fpread 



their mattrcfies, it was therefore fortunate for us that we 
had brought our hammocks and cots with us. 

Every thing about this refidence evinced that it had 
been long deferted or neglected; and, indeed, a more 
unpromiling fituation for a royajl refidence could no where 
be found. The fituation is naturally fwampy ; it is fur­
rounded by an high wal l , and two ponds of ffagnant wa­
ter communicated their mephhic odours to every apart­
ment. Some fmall grafs fields, indeed, belong to the pa­
lace ; but thefe too were an exception to the general cul­
tivated appearance of the country. In fhort, centipedes, 
fcorpions, and mufquctos, infeftcd every part ot this pa­
lace • and for fuch inhabitants it was folely adapted. 

Yet , difagreeable as the internal Itatc of our refidence 
was, we were cut off from all external communication. 
Soldiers and mandarins guarded every avenue ; and the 
embafiy could be confidered in no other light than as p r i -
foners of ftate ; receiving, like them, a daily allowance 
from the government which oppreffes them. 

The Ambaifador's apartments were guarded night and 
day by Britifh centinels ; and to keep up fome appear­
ance of dignity, of which, indeed, we appeared to have 
but little, Lord Macartney required that a table fhould 
be, in future, furniflied for himfelf, Sir George, and 
M r . Staunton, diftinci from the other gentlemen of his 
fuite. This requifition was readily complied w i t h ; 
from this time therefore he dined in his own apartment, 
while the upper ranks of thofe who attended on the cm­
baffy, had a table prepared for them in one of the courts, 
and beneath the (bade of a tree, which feemed to parti­
cipate in the general wretchednefs of thc place. Even 
the prefents were fo carclefsly depofitcd, and fo much ex­
pofed to the fun, that there was reafon for apprehending 
that fome of them would receive eonfiderable injury 
from their unfavourable fituation ; a temporary fired was 
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•therefore immediately erected, to which they were fpee-
-dily removed. 

The Ambaffador being very much diffatisfied, and ha­
ving juftly conceived a difguft at his treatment and fitua­
tion, made a ferious rcquifition for a refidence more 
fuited to the character which he fultained, and better 
calculated for the convenience and accommodation of the 
embaffy. T o obtain this object, M r . Plumb, the i n ­
terpreter, made feveral vifits to Pe-kin, and at laft fuc­
ceeded in his application : little occurred worthy of a 
recital during the remainder of our ftay in this uncom­
fortable and wretched abode, in which we continued t i l l 
the twenty-fixth day of this month, which was appointed 
tor the Ambalfador's departure for Pe-kin. 

During this interval feveral unpleafant altercations took 
place between the members of the embaffy and the fol­
diers on guard : the former could i l l brook thedifgraceful 
reftraints laid on them by confinement within the walls of 
their prifon ; and the latter pertinacioully oppofed every 
attempt at greater liberty. C o l . Benfon in particular was 
fo mortified at being denied the liberty of palfmg the 
walls of the palace, that he made a refolute attempt to 
gratify his inclinations, which produced a very unplea­
fant affray. The Colonel, however, was not only forced 
to abandon his defign, but was alfo threatened with very 
fevcre and illiberal treatment from the Chinefe who were 
on duty at thc gates. Thefe fracas were not unfrequent, 
and perhaps were productive of future i l l confequences 
to the intcrefts of the million. Conciliatory meafures by 
means of negotiation would certainly have been prefer­
able and far more prudent than menaces, which could 
not be carried into effect, and altercations with thofe, 
who in the punctual difcharge of the duty impofed on 
them, were rather objects of refpect than of enmity and 
<>fpoiiiion„ It muft, however, be acknowledged that it 



was a very humiliating circumftance to be made prifoner* 
when upon a miflion, that by the laws o f European na­
tions poffcftes almoft univerfal privileges. 

So much pleafure did every perfon attached to the em­
baffy feel, at the profpcct of leaving this wretched place, 
that every necefTary preparation was made for the pur­
pofe in thc fhorteft poflible fpace of time. Some of the 
prefents and the more delicate articles of art or manufac­
ture, as chandeliers, mathematical apparatus, clocks, 
time pieces, &c. were left here, left they fhould be in ­
jured by frequent removal. 

The btdinefs of our fetting off was as ufual a fcene of 
confusion, but by eleven o'clock, to our great fatisfaction, 
thc proceffion fet out on its return to Pe-kin, but with the 
fame wretched, beggarly accommodations as it came ; 
we arrived however, without any accident, at the north-
gate of Pc-kin about one in the afternoon. This was the 
counter-gate to wiiat we had entered in our former pro­
ceffion through Pc-kin, and prefented new views of 
ftreets and buildings. A pagoda attracted our notice in 
our progrefs, being the firft we had found an opportunity 
ofobferving. It ftands in thc centre of a beautiful gar­
den, adjoining to a mandarin's palace •, is fquare, built 
of ftone, and gradually diminilhes from the bottom till it 
terminates in a fpire. It rifes to the height of feven 
ftories, and has a gallery near the top, encompalled by a 
rail with a projecting canopy, from which hung a curtain 
of red filk. 

As it is probable our return was unexpected, we paffed 
with facility through the ftreets, and foon arrived at a 
princely palace belonging to the Viceroy of Canton, 
who, it fecms, was a ftate prifoner here for fome mifcou-
duet in office. This palace confifts of twelve large and 
fix fmaller courts : it is built of a grey-coloured brick, of 
moft. excellent workmanihip, but, except two detached 
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edifices, which were occupied by Lord Macartney and 
the fecretary to the embaffy, the palace was only one 
ftory highj though this was of unufual elevation. Every 
thing without and within convinced us we now lodged 
i n a palace ; the embellishments were in the firft ftyle 
of Chinefe tafte ; and in regard to the beauty of colours 
and the brilliant effect, of houfe painting, no nation cart 
enter into competition with this. T h e gloffy effect of 
japan is every where perceptible, without the interven­
tion of varnifti; for we were convinced, that the beauty-
produced arofe from fome -ingredients in the original 
compofition. 

T h e apartments were very fpacious, and hung with 
the moft elegant paper, enriched with gilding. Lord 
Macartney's refidence was Angularly fuperb, and more­
over had an elegant private theatre belonging to i t ; and, 
in a word, all ranks and defcriptions were accommo­
dated in a ftile that gave fatisfaction, and deferved ac­
knowledgment. Here, however, the furniture was 
neither valuable nor in any quantity. Chairs and tables, 
it few platforms, covered with bamboo matting and car­
pets, were the only moveables in a palace whofe decora­
tions, both external and internal, would not have dif-
graced the refidence of the Emperor himfelf. 

In feveral of the courts there are artificial rocks and 
turns, which, though not very congenial to their fitua­
tion, are formed with eonfiderable Ikitl, and are in them­
felves very happy imitations of thofe objects they were 
designed to reprefent. T o thefe may be added the t r i ­
umphal arches, which arife, with all their fanciful de­
vices, in various parts of the building, giving it a novel 
but pleafing appearance. 

Under the floor, in each of thc principal artertrnents, 
is a ftove, with a circular tube, which conveys warm air 
to every part of the room above. W e faw no chimnics 
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in this country, and underftood that (loves fupplied with 
charcoal were the univerfal cuftom. 

The (implies for the table were in the beft ftile of 
Chinefe living, but confiding more of (lews and halfies 
than folid joints. In this refpect, however, we had no 
feafon to .complain ; but the fame fufpicious vigilance-
Was employed to keep Us within the limits of our refi­
dence as ever ; and on no pretence could we pafs the 
gates, or even fcale the walls, every acceflible part being 
condantly guarded by an active military force. 

W e were told, that the palace in which we were confined 
was built by thc Viceroy of Canton, at the expenfe of 
one hundred thoufand pounds, the fruits of his exactions 
while in that office ; and that thefe exactions were chiefly 
made on the Englifl i . 

Though we wiflied that our continuance in this place 
might be of no long duration, as it was impoflible to 
make any progrefs in the grand object of our million 
t i l l we had an interview with thc Emperor, yet every 
arrangement was made to add-to the dignity of the em­
baffy; or promote its convenience. Having fettled this 
bufinefs, we waited with anxious expectation thc return' 
o f a mandarin, who had beendifpatched to learn his I m ­
perial Majefty's pleafure, whether we fhould proceed to 
Tartary, where he was then refident, or wait t i l l the 
period of his ufual return to Pe-kin. 

Among thc mandarins who paid their refpccts to the 
Ambaflador, on his taking up his refidence here, there 
were feveral natives of France, formerly of the order 
of Jefuits, who being prohibited from the promulgation 
o f their religious tenets, had affirmed the drefs and 
manners of the Chinefe; and who had, on account of their 
learning, been promoted to civil rank among them. 
Thefe, who were well acquainted with the interefts 
o f the country, in which they were now natuialifed, 



gave Lord Macartney hopes of a favourable iffue to trie 
important embafiy he conducted. 

O n the morning of the 28th of Auguft, the conducting 
mandarin acquainted the Ambaflador, that it was his 
Imperial Majefty's plcafure to receive him in Tartary. 

A new arrangement immediately took place, and 
the following gentlemen belonging to the embaffy were 
felected to accompany his Excellency into Tartary: 

Sir George Staunton, M r . Winder, 
M r . Staunton, D r . Gi l lan , 
Lieut. Co l . Benfon, M r . Plumb,-
Capt. Mackintofh, M r . Baring, and 
Lieut. Pari lh, M r , Huttner. 
Lieut. Crewe, 

M r . Maxwel l was left at Pekin, with three fervants, 
to fettle the houfehold of the Ambaffador, as, whatever 
had yet been the cafe, it was now determined, that on 
his return from Tartary his eftablifhment and appearance 
fhould be, as far as poffible, fuited to the "dignity of the 
character he fuftained. 

D r . Scott was alfo left, to take care of the fick, for 
feveral of the foldiers and fervants were, at this time, 
afflicted with the bloody flux. 

M r . Hickey and M r . Alexander were to prepare the 
portraits of the K i n g and Queen of Great Britain, which, 
with the ftate canopy, were to ornament the prefencc 
chamber of the Ambaffador. 

D r . Dinwiddie and M r . Barrow were left to re r 

gulate and arrange the prefents which had hitherto rer 
mained at the palace of Ycumen-manyeumen, and tp 
prepare them for prefentation to the Emperor on the 
Ambaffador's return. 

The guards, muficians, and fervants, received orders 
to hold themfelves in readinefs, with only indifpenfable 
«ecegaries; and even the gentlemen of the fuite were 
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be as little incumbered as pofliblc. They were to carry 
with them only the uniform of the embalTy and a common 
fuit of cloaths: themuficians and fervants were tobedreffed 
out in a fuit of ftate liveries, which, on being un­
packed, furnifhed evident proof, that this was not their 
firft appearance in public ; from feveral of their dreifes 
bearing the names of their former wearers, and from 
fome circumftances we difcovered that they had been 
made up for the fervants of M . de la Luzerne, late 
French ambaflador at London. But whether they were 
of diplomatic origin, or derived their exiftence from 
the theatre or Monmouth-ftreet, is of little importance 
to thc reader. W i t h thefe habiliments, fuch as they 
were, every man fitted himfelf out in the beft manner 
he could, at leaft with coats and waiftcoats, for with re­
fpect to breeches, there were only fix pairs in the pack­
age, and not a fingle hat accompanied them. Such, i n ­
deed, was the grotefque figure they made, when thus 
drefied -out, that had the party appeared as ridiculous to 
the Chinefe as they did to each other, they might rea-
fonably have fuppofed, that we rather wiihed to acquire 
money by the exhibition, than to add dignity to an em­
bafiy of the nature of that in which we were engaged. 

T h e Ambaflador' and Sir George Staunton agreed to 
travel in an old ehaife belonging to the latter, which, 
on being unpacked, certainly had none of that gaudy 
appearance which diftinguilhes the works of art in China ; 
and fome of the Chinefe did not hefitate to exprefs their 
difapprobation of its external appearance, which was, 
|ndeed, contemptible. 

W h e n the chaife was put in order for the journey, a dif­
ficulty arofe, for which, as it had not been forefeen, no 
provifion was made ; this was to get a couple of poftil-
iions: at length, however, a corporal of infantry, who 
had once been in this fituation, offered his fervic^ and, 
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a light-horfeman was ordered to aftift him in conducting 

the carriage. 
A man who has learped two trades is frequently ufe-

ful to himfelf and to others : this humble corporal was 
the only man who could have headed the Ambaffador, 
and conducted him on his way. He and his afliftant 
were permitted to exercife the horfes in the chaife for a 
fhort time through the ftreets of Pe-kin, under a guard 
of mandarins and foldiers, and fuch crowds affembled to 
fee this extraordinary fpectacle, that authority was ab-
folutely neceffary to reftrain the impertinent trefpaffes of 
curiofity. 

Such of the fuite as preferred riding on horfeback 
were to be accommodated on giving in their names, and 
carts were to be provided for thofe who preferred thofe 
kind of vehicles to the faddle. 

O n the morning of the 31ft of Auguft, fuch of the 
prefents and baggage as were intended to be forwarded to 
Tartary, being fent off, fome on mules, others in carts, 
and fome borne by men. A number of horfes were 
brought, from which the riders having made a felection, 
very early on the morning of September the fecond we 
began our march, but meeting with frequent interrup­
tion, it was fome time before we could pafs the city gate. 
T h i s , however, being effected, we foon drove through 
the fuburbs, and entered a rich and beautiful country by 
a road of great width, but without any central pave­
ment. After travelling about fix miles, we reached the 
village of Chin-giho, where we were allowed our morn­
ing refrefhments. In our route we paffed a great num­
ber of populous villages, and took up our firft night's 
lodging at one of the Emperor's palaces, named N a n -
/highee. 

Our benevolent conductor, Van-Tadge-In, feemed 
to redouble his activity as wc approached the imperial 



prefence, W c were now furnifhed every day with th& 
bc(t accommodations, and received an allowance of famt-
choo, and a kind of wine, which thc Chinefe call jooaw; 
the former is a fpirit didilled from rice and millet, and 
may deferve the appellation of Chinefe gin. 

From Pc-kin to Jehol, the Emperor's Tartar refi­
dence, the didance is one hundred and fixty miles, which 
was divided into feven days journies, that we might have 
the advantage of deeping in an imperial refidence every 
night. This flattering mark of dittinclion is the higheft, 
it fcems, that can be paid, and is never conferred even on 
the firft mandarins. The palace where we pafted the 
fird night had but little to demand attention, either in 
its external appearance or its internal decorations ; it was 
environed by a fpacious garden, but to this we were de­
nied accefs. 

The journey of this day wc computed at above 
twenty-five miles, which may be confidered as a tole­
rable progrefs, when it is known that the fame horfes 
were to take us thc whole journey f and the fame men 
were to carry the baggage all the way ; and what delayed 
us di l l more, the whole of our provifions were ordered 
and drefted at the feveral places through which we pafted 
on the road, and conveyed in covered trays, on men's 
moulders, to every ftage of our journey, for our re­
freshment there. 

W e refumed our journey at four next morning, and 
having pafted a populous village called Can-tim, took 
our refreshment at thc town of Wheazon, a place of 
fome conference. From thence we proceeded through 
dufty roads, beneath a burning fun, ti l l we reached the 
palace of Chan-chin, where we halted for the night. 
This is a fpacious ftrudiurc, covering a great extent of 
ground, containing ten or twelve courts, and adorned 
with gardens and plantations. The fyrroynding count»y 
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is inclofed, and in point of fertility equalled any we had 

feen. It fed immenfe herds of cattle, which are fmall, 

but very fat. 
As we proceeded on our journey thc next morning* 

the diftant country aifumed a mountainous afpect ; ferti­
lity fenfibly diininifhed, and the villages became more 
thin ; at one of thefe, called Cua-bu-cow, we break-
fafted in a farm yard. About noon we faw the city of 
Caung chum-fou. 

W e met nothing worth remark in this day's march, 
except about two hundred camels and dromedaries, car­
rying wood and charcoal, entirely under the direction of 
one man. 

T h e palace of Caung-chum-fou received us at an 
early hour i n the afternoon, after a moft. fatiguing and 
d/fagreeabte journey. This palace appeared to be little 
different from thofe we had before occupied, and the 
treatment which the Ambalfador and his attendants re­
ceived, correfponded in every refpect with what they had 
undergone before, in their journey to and from Pc-k in . 
It is almofl unnecelfary to fay, that however unfavou­
rable appearances might be, molt of us gladly accepted 
of whatever was prepared for our refreshment; and it 
wi l l be doubted by none, that we received with great 
fatisfaction the meftage of our conductor, that informed 
us we might retire to the different apartments allotted for 
our repofc. 

Early the next morning we were fummoned together 
and foon after departed. 

Th6 roads were now become very indifferent, and the 
country difplayed a mountainous appearance. A t a fmall 
difiance from Waung-chau-yeng, where we had arrived at 
about nine o'clock, we patted a prodigious arch, which 
ftretches acrofs a valley, uniting two hills, the farther of 
which is crowned with a fort, whofe ramparts extend to a 
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very eonfiderable difiance. Beneath this fort is a done arch­
way conducting down the h i l l , fo fteep as to render tra­
velling dangerous. In a romantic valley, at the bottom* 
appears the town of Waung-chatt-yeng ; it is irregularly 
built, about a mile in length, and difplays a eonfiderable 
fhare of commerce and opulence. At the extremity of 
this town, a temporary triumphal arch, ornamented 
with filken dreamers, was erected in honour of the em­
bafiy, and the Ambaflador was complimented with a 
band of mufic, and received a falute from fome guns 
while he pafled between a double line of foldiers, ex­
tending from the arch to the great wal l , who difplayed a 
martial appearance and military parade beyond what we 
had hitherto witnclied in China. They were regularly 
drawn up in companies, and each regiment was diftin­
guiihed by a different drefs ; they all wore a kind of 
coat of mail , and had their head and fhouldcrs covered 
with (teel helmets ; their arms were matchlocks, fabres, 
fpears, lances, and bows and arrows, together with 
fome weapons of which we knew not the appropriate 
name. Almoft every divifion vaiied in its arms as well aS 
its drefs. The number of divifions on each fide of the road 
were feventeen, confiding Of about eighty men each. 

W e now approached one of the wonders of the world, 
•the wall that fcparates China from Taitary, the mod 
ftupendous work ever produced by man. In the vicinity 
are cantonments for an army of eonfiderable magnitude \ 
at the extremity of which is a maffy gateway of ftone, 
defended by three iron doors, which guard the pafs be­
tween countries formerly diftinct. This wall we have 
already defcribed, when fpeaking of the forts and places 
of defence in the Chinefe empire, and to that defcription 
we refer the reader. 

M a n , and all his works are doomed to decay. T i m e 
has already difcovered its influence on this celebrated 

1 
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monument of labour ; and as it is now no longer necef-
fary for fccurity or defence, fince ihe nations on both 
fides acknowledge one fovereign, no attention is paid to 
its prefervationj and it is mote than than probable, that 
future travellers in fome remote age, for it wi l l exift for 
ages ftill, may defcribe its ruins, and paufe while they 
contemplate the inftability of fublunary grandeur. I n 
fome places fragment's have already tumbled down, 
and in others menace to incumber the plains they once 
defended. 

Having now paifed the wall , the country affumed a 
new afpect; even the climate appeared to be changed. 
Jnftead of high cultivation, the abodes of wealth, and 
the buftle of commerce, nothing prefented itfelf but 
barren wafte, where art has not yet difplayed her magic 
powers. 

The traveller, however; is amply compenfated by the 
variety of natural objects which prefent themfelves to 
his v iew; and the lover of piciurefque beauty finds, 
amidft all the increaling inconveniencies of his journey, 
a fource of entertainment which makes him forget all 
the difficulties he from time to time encounters. 

About feven miles from the great wall , we arrived at 
the foot of a very high mountain, which the carts could 
not afcend without an additional number of horfes. T h e 
paffage through this mountain is an additional proof, i f 
fuch be wanting, of the genius and indefatigable fpirit of 
the Chinefe people, in works that relate to public utility. 
This road, thirty feet in breadth, is cut through a folid 
rock ; and what appeared to us more extraordinary, to 
leifen its declivity, it is funk fo much, that it is not lefs 
than one hundred feet from the top of the mountain to the 
furface of the road ; yet ftill the afcent is tremendous, 
and at the beginning has a Very fearful appearance, 
while on the other fide the way Hopes down with a gentle 

H 
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declivity between two large mountains towards a beauti­
ful valley. 

After palling this mountain, at about a mile and a half 
diftance, we arrived at the palace of Chaung-fhanuve, 
filiated on a fmall elevation ; it is of large dtmenfions, 
and furrounded by an high wall, being the refidence of a 
eonfiderable number of the Emperor's women ; many of 
whom we difcovered peeping over the partition which 
feparated"their apartments from the part of the palace af-
iigned to thc accommodation of the embaffy. Though 
we were not permitted, as may well be ftippofed, to 
vifit thefe ladies, the eunuchs who were their guardians 
came to vifit us. There were feveral mandarins among 
them, to whom was configned the care and conduit of 
this female community. This palace is furrounded with 
very extenfive gardens and pleafure grounds, but from the 
particular fervice to which they are applied, it would 
have been an idle rifle of danger, to have made any at­
tempt to fee them. 

W e left Chaung-fhanuve at fix o'clock next morning ; 
thc road takes the character of the country, which was 
every where broken and mountainous : yet fterile as it 
now appeared, this evidently did not proceed from any 
want of activity in the natives. Every fpot capable of 
cultivation was covered with corn ; and in one place wC 
faw feveral patches of tillage where the declivity 
feemed to be wmolly inacceflible. This excited our ad­
miration, but judge our furprize when we obferved a 
peafant labouring on one of them, where we at firft: could 
npt conceive how he was capable of ftanding. 

A more minute examination informed us, that this 
peafant had a rope fattened round his middle, which 
was fecured at the top of the mountain, and by which 
this hardy cultivator lets himfelf down to any part of the 
precipice where a few yards of ground give him encos*-

I 



yagement to plant his vegetables or fow his corn : and in 
this manner he had decorated the mountain with thofe 
little cultivated fpols that hung about it. Near the bot­
tom, on an hillock, he had erected a wooden hut, fur­
rounded with a fmall piece of ground, planted with a 
few necdlary vegetables, where he fupported, by his 
hazardous induftry, a wile and family. The whole of 
thefe cultivated fpots, which did not appear to amount to" 
more than half an acre, offered from their fituation, at 
fuch hazardous diftances from each other, a very curious 
example of the natural induftry of the people. 

W e have before noticed, and we again repeat, that 
the wife policy of the Chinefe government is in nothing 
more perceptible than in its receiving the greateft part of 
the taxes impofed, in the produce of the country. This 
ferves as a fpur to the exertions of both body and mind. 
The landlord alfo is paid his rent in the produce of his 
farms ; and the farmer again pays his labourers by an 
allotment of fmall portions of land, from whence in ­
duftry, with a little occafional encouragement, may de­
rive a comfortable fubuttencc. The only real wealth 
of nations is agriculture, which is here perfectly under-
ftood. A regular chain is eftabliihed between all ranks 
for its encouragement; and the artificial and unnatural 
medium of money, the fource of wretchednefs and of 
crimes, is only employed as the cement, not as the ma­
terials of the building. 

Before noon we arrived at the palace of Cal la-
chottueng, where we fpent the remainder of the day. 
Th i s palace ftands between two lofty hills ; it appears ot 
more modern erection, but is built in ftile and form, re­
fembling thofe we had already palled; the apartments arc, 
however, better fitted up. 

At this place the Ambaffador gave orders to practife 
the proceffion and ceremonies with which we were to 
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appear before thc imperial court. His Excellency was 
plealed to approve of thc rehearfal, which was under the 
direction of Colonel Benfon, and during which, the 
band played the favourite march, known by the appella­
tion of the Duke of York 's , 

O n the next morning, being the 7th of September, 
we continued our route over a hilly country, where the 
air was piercingly cold. We paffed feveral well-peopled 
villages, but neither the cultivation of thc country, nor 
Its population, wi l l bear any comparifon with that on the 
other fide of the Chinefe wall . 

Early in the afternoon we reached the palace of Calla-
chotrefhungfu, much fatigued by the badnefs of the 
roads ; this palace, in extent and form, is equal to any 
we had lately feen, but we found it tenanted only by 
fquirrcls, which bounded round the courts and haunted 
the apartments. 

At fix o'clock next morning we continued our route, 
and arrived at one of the Emperor's pagodas in about two 
hours, here we found an abundant fupply of provifions, 
but we made only a ftay/ufficient to enable us to arrange 
our drefs and equipage. 

After travelling for about an hour, we came to the 
village of Qiioangcho, within a mile of Jehol, the im­
perial refidence. Here we were marfhalled, and pro­
ceeded amid an immenfe concourfe of fpcclators, with 
all the parade that circumftances would allow. T h e 
foldiers of the royal artillery led the way, commanded by 
Lieutenant Parifh; thc light-horfe and infantry fuc­
ceeded, commanded by Lieutenant Crewe ; then fol­
lowed thc Ambaflador"s fervants, two and two ; two 
couriers; mechanics, two and two ; muficians, two and 
two ; the gentlemen of the fuite, two and two ; Sir 
George Staunton, in a palankin ; the Ambaffador and 



M r . Staunton clofed the cavalcade in the poft-chaife, be­
hind which flood a black boy in a turban. 

The military, for their numbers, made a refpectable 
{hew, and the gentlemen of the fuite, it may be reafon-
ably fuppofed, were not forgetful of their dignity ; in ­
deed, it is but doing them juftice to fay, they ftrove to 
fupport it by every external difplay in their power, but 
the generality were a motley group, without even the ad­
vantage of a tolerable uniformity in any part of their drefs 
or appearance. The whole certainly was not calculated 
to convey any extraordinary ideas of the fplendor or 
power of the country from which we came, but the con­
trary. T h e Chinefe might, indeed, poifibly be amufed 
with thc novelty of the fcene, but it was utterly i m -
poilible that they mould be imprelfed with its gran­
deur. 

Proceeding with a flow pace, in this ftate we reached 
Jehol about ten in the morning, and drew up before the 
palace provided for the reception of the embalfy. The 
Britifh military formed a line for the Ambaffador as he 
pafled ; but not a mandarin was in waiting to receive 
him, and we took pofleflion of the palace without the wel­
come of an addrefs. Th i s , indeed, was a mortal blow to 
all our hopes and expectations, for it had been given out, 
that the Grand Choulaa would meet the Ambaifador, and 
efcort him to Jehol ; and after our arrival, we were 
kept for fome hours in anxious expectation of receiving 
this honour, the troops holding themfelves in readinefs to 
fall into a line, and the fervants and mechanics ranged 
in order before the Ambalfador's door ; but at laft dinner 
being ferved up, put an end to our expectations of feeing 
him for the day. 

The palace we now inhabited is fituated on the decli­
vity of a h i l l . W e entered it by a wooden gateway, 
Which conducts \,o a large court; each fide of this 



court has a long gallery, fupportecl by wooden pillars, 
and roofed with black gloffy tiles ; that on thc left was 
converted into a kitchen, the others ferved for the foldiers 
to exercife in . At the upper end Was another gallery of 
more elegance, from which a door opens into a farther 
court, the principal apartments of which were appro­
priated for the ufe of the Ambaffador and Sir George 
Staunton, the reft for the military gentlemen attached to 
them ; a third court was occupied by the gentlemen of 
the fuite, the muficians, fervants, and mechanics. The 
whole fabric is furrounded by a high wal l ; but owing to » 
the declivity of the fituation, the view was not wholly 
confined. 

Such was our fituation at Jehol, we had plenty within 
our walls, but no one had liberty of egrefs. 

O n the day after our arrival, feveral mandarins vtfittd 
the Ambaffador ; nothing, however, was faid on thc 
fubjecr. of the miffion, but on the fecond day he received 
a vifit from a mandarin, with a very numerous retinue, 
who remained nearly an hour in conference with his Ex­
cellency and Sir George Staunton. During his ftay, his 
attendants amufed themfelves in examining the drefs of 
the Englifh fervants, and on rubbing the lace on their 
cloaths with a ftone, to afcertain its quality, they fliook 
their heads and fmiled, when they found it lefs valuable 
than brilliant. 

What paffed at this conference, could not be generally 
known, but from fome circumltances, a fpirit of con­
jecture was conjured up among the attendants on the 
embaffy, and the prefages they formed were by no means 
favourable. 

As foon as the mandarin had left the Ambaffador, ° u e 

of his Excellency's fecretaries informed the attendants on 
the embaffy, that i f their provifions fhould be defective 
in quantity or quality, they were to intimate the grie-



vance to his Excellency alone, and leave them untouched. 
The occafion tor this caution none of us could divine, but 
we foon found it was not given in vain, for the dinner this 
day ferved up, was not fulficient for half the number who 
were to partake of it. A n Englifhman cannot ealily be re­
conciled to confinement, but much lefs to famine ; but, 
in addition, we could perceive a meditated difrefpecl:, and 
of courfe felt fome alarm for the fate of the embafiy. 
According to our initructions, the meat was left un­
touched, and a complaint preferred as directed. H i s 
Excellency having re mon ft rated to the mandarin through 
the medium of his interpreter, in a few minutes after­
wards every table was ferved with hot difhes, in the 
ufual variety and profufion. W h y this entertainment, 
Which muft have been nearly ready, was thus withheld, 
and fo fpeedily produced, ferved as an enigma to exer­
cife our ingenuity, but which we could never folve. I n ­
deed, no other idea:-; could poflibly be entertained of i t , 
than that of an effort of Chinefe ingenuity to try the 
temper-of Englishmen, which, but for the fteps taken by 
the Ambaffador, might have been productive of much 
mifehief to the undertaking. 

Next day the prefents brought from Pe-kin were un­
packed in the portico facing the Ambaffador's apartments, 
they coniiited of 

T w o hundred pieces of narrow coarfe cloth, chiefly 

black and blue. 
T w o large telefcopes. 
T w o air guns. 
T w o hand fome fowling pieces ; one inlaid with gold,. 

and the other with filver. 
T w o pair of faddle pillols, enriched and ornamented 

in the fame manner. 
T w o boxes, each containing feven pieces of Irish ta-

bincts. 



T w o elegant faddles, and furniture ; the feats cf thefe 
"were of doe fkin, Hitched with fine filver wire ; the 
flaps were of a bright yellow fupetfine cloth, em­
broidered with filver, and enriched with filver 
fpangles and taffels ; the reins and ftirrup-ftraps of 
bright yellow leather, ffitched with filver, but the 
ftirrups, buckles, & C were only plated. 

T w o large boxes of the finefl carpets of the Britifh 
manufactory. 

Thefe were all the prefents which had been brought 
from Pe-kin ; the reft were either too cumberfome or 
too delicate to be removed without much care, and 
were, therefore, left to be prefented to the Emperor, on 
his return, for thc winter feafon, to the capital of his 
empire. 

Centinels were placed to guard thefe fpecimcns of 
Britifh manufacture, till the Emperor's pleafure reflect­
ing them fhould be known, which was afterwards no­
tified by the attendant mandarin, with as much civility 
as could be expected from the fuppofed greatnefs of his 
Office. 

A mandarin of the firft order, on the 12th of Sep­
tember, came to acquaint the Ambaifador, that his I m ­
perial Majefty would give him an audience on the 14th. 
Th i s intelligence diffufed hope and fpirits through the 
whole embaffy, though, it muft be confeffed, without 
any apparent caufe. 

Orders were lffued,that the fuite fhould be ready at three 
on the morning of the day appointed, to accompany hid 
Excellency to the imperial palace. The attendants were 
to appear in their Deft liveries ; and the foldiers and fer­
vants, after having efcorted the Ambaffador, were to re­
turn, without halting, immediately to their quarters j 
his Excellency informing them, that he hoped the rc-
ftrictions impofed on them, which were fo irk fome to 
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all , Would in a few days be removed by his endeavours, 

and every reafonable indulgence allowed them. 
His Excellency was fplendidly dreffed, In mulberry 

velvet, with his diamond ftar and red riband, and over 
the whole he wore the full habit of the order of the 
Bath. Sir George Staunton was in a full court drefs, 
over which he wore the robe and hood of a doctor of 
laws, with the academical cap belonging to that degree. 

From the darknefs of the morning, a considerable 
confufion arofe in the intended order of the cavalcade ; 
Colonel Benfon, indeed, attempted to form a proceilion, 
which, however, was but of fhort duration, even fuch 
as it was, for we were foon thrown into confufion by 
a number of pigs, alfes, and dogs, who broke in upon 
our ranks, and from which, in the dark, we found eon­
fiderable difficulty to extricate ourfelves ; but as parade 
is ufelefs when no one can fee it, the failure was of little 
confcqucnce. 

As early as five in the morning, the Ambaffador 
alighted from his palankin at the Emperor's palace, 
amid an immenfe number of the populace. Sir George 
and M r . Staunton fupported his train, followed by the 
gentlemen attached to the cmbaffy. 

Jehol is large and populous, very irregularly built, 
and lies in a valley between two mountains ; the houfes 
are low, and chiefly built of wood ; and, except in the 
quarter contiguous to the imperial palace, none of the 
ftreets are paved. 

The principal fupport of this place feems to be de­
rived from the Emperor's partiality for it. N o river 
connects it with remote fituations: the fplendid expenfe 
of a court, however, renders it rich, and in fome mea-
fure commercial. The furrounding country, though riot 
comparable to China, is in the belt Itate of cultivation 
of any we faw in Tartary. 



As his Excellency's vifit was a mere matter of form 
and prefentation, it did not engage him long. H e re­
turned from the imperial palace before noon. The E m ­
peror, it is faid, received the credentials with a molt 
ceremonious formality, admitting none into his prefence 
but his Excellency, the Interpreter, Sir George and 
Matter Staunton, with thc latter of whom he appeared 
to be vaftly delighted, and to whom he prefented, with 
his own hands, a beautiful fan, and fome embroidered 
purfes; and Iikewife ordered the interpreter to iignify 
how highly he thought of his talents. 

Soon after the Ambaffador's return, a number of va­
luable prefents were received f.om court, confifting of 
rich fatins, velvets, filks, and purfes, and fome of the 
fineft tea of the country, made up into folid cakes by 
means of baking, of about five pounds each. Except 
fuch as were addreffed for their Britannic Majeities, thefe 
prefents were proportionably divided among thc gentle­
men of the fuite. 

Next morning the Ambaffador, attended only by his 
fuite, paid a fecond vilit to the Emperor, in order, as 
we underftood, to attempt to open thc wifhed-for nego­
tiation. O n this occafion he flopped feveral hours. 
The interpreter gave a very favourable report of the af-
pe£t of the negotiation, as far as it had advanced; and 
our hopes for its fuccefs feemed to derive fome confirma­
tion from a fecond cargo of prefents, confifting of vel­
vets, fatins, and filks, as before ; Chinefe lamps and 
valuable porcelain.; and to thefe were added a number of 
caUbatri boxes of the moft exquifite fabric. A diftribu-
tion was made as before ; and mirth and feftivity, arifing 
from fanguine hopes of fuccefs, crowned the evening of 
the day. 

Several mandarins vifited the Ambaffador on the 16th 
of September, and invited him and the whole embaffy t* 



attend the anniverfary of the Emperor's birth-day at 
court, on the morrow. 

Accordingly his Excellency, with the whole of his 
fuite, fet out at two o'clock in thc morning, and the 
whole cavalcade reached the imperial palace about four. 
Th i s palace ftands on an elevated fituation, and com­
mands an extenfive view of the country furroUnding i t : 
it contains a numerous ran^« of courts furrounded by 
porticos, none of which, however, appear very magni­
ficent, though fome of them are highly decorated with 
painting and gilding. The gardens furround it for fe­
veral miles, and thefe arc bounded by a wall thirty feet 
high. In the front of the palace is a fine lawn, in the 
centre of which is a very pleafant lake. 

As foon as the Emperor approached, the mandarins 
in waiting proflrated themfelves, or it would have been 
impollible to have diftinguiihed his palankin from one 
of their's. N o external pomp or badge of dignity, 
marked his drefs or equipage, except his being carried 
by twenty mandarins of the firlf order. It Is a favourite 
maxim of thc Chinefe government to check fuperfluous 
cxpenfe, and to encourage frugality and induflry in every 
department. Actuated by the fame wife and patriotic 
principle, the prefent Emperor has forbid any public 
joicings on his birth-day, in this lefs flourifhing part of 
his empire ; but fuch unfeigned homage is paid to 
his dignified and amiable character, that except in 
his immediate prefence, and under his perfonal view, 
all ranks and defcriplions of men, throughout his ex­
tenfive dominions, give a loofe to joy on this aufpi-
cious day. He had now completed the cigliry-fiith 
year of his age, and the fifty-feventh of his reign. 
His countenance was animated, and little expreffive of 
his advanced years ; his eyes were dark and piercing ; 
and his whole air bore the impreffion of the confeious 



dignity of virtue rather than that of rank and ftate. 
•—How different thc fetifations arifing from the con­
templation of this character are to thofe which arife 
from thc view of a profligate European prince, we fhall 
leave the reader to determine - we fhall only fay, that 
the Chinefe evidently viewed their Emperor as the father, 
and not as the fcourge of their country. 

Our return was followed by a repetition of thc fame 
kind of prefents as we received before, only varied in 
pattern and colour. A profufion of fruits, paftry, and 
confectionary, alfo accompanied thofe expreftions of 
imperial munificence. 

The next day the Ambaflador went in a more private 
manner to have an audience of leave, as the court was 
foon to return to Pc-kin. At the fame time, he tranf-
acted certain official buhnefs, the refult of which was 
generally fpoken of among the fuite in the following 
terms: 

That thc Emperor declined entering into any written 
treaty v\ ith Great Britain, or indeed with any nation, as 
being contrary to ancient ufage ; at thc fame time he cx-
prefltd the higheft refpect for the Brififh nation and the 
JKdng; and was ftrongly (hTpofed to give them a pre­
ference in all commercial concerns, and to make any 
arrangements with refpect to Britifh /hips at Canton 
for their advantage, which would not prove difadvan-
tageons to his own fubjects ; but that he would not fa­
crifice the interefts of his own people to any foreign 
connections, and would only continue his avowed par­
tiality for the Englifh, while he found it for the advan­
tage of his,own fubjects, and they conducted themfelves 
jn their commercial intercourfe in fuch a manner as to 
deferve it, 

T o evince his high perfonal regard for the K i n g of 
Great Britain, he delivered to the Ambaffador with his 
own hand a box of great value, containing the rnmia-



turcs of all the preceding emperors, with a fhort cha­
racter of each in verfe, written by themfelves, accom­
panied with the fubfequent addrefs : 

it Deliver this cafket to the K i n g your mafter, with 
< c your own hand, and tell him from me, that fmall as 
t ( the prefent may appear, it is the moft valuable I have 
<« to beftow, or my empire can furnifh. It has been 
*' transmitted to me through a long line of anceftors, 
" and I had refcrved it as thc laft token of affection I 
" had to bequeath to my fon and fueceilbr, as a tablet of 
" thc virtues of his progenitors, which I lhould hope 
1 1 he had only to perufe to be induced to imitate ; and 
" to make it, as they had done, the grand object, of his 
" life to tjxalt the imperial honour, and advance the 

u happinefs of his people." 

This meffage caufed no fmall degree of fpeculation 
among the retinue of the embafiy, but none could be 
fully fatisficd themfelves, or fat i f y others, with refpect 
to thc motives of the Emperor, in the prefent or the 
addrefs. If he was concerned for thc happinefs of Eu­
rope, we owe him our grateful acknowledgments, and 
join with many others in the fincere wifli that this ad­
drefs may never be forgotten, and that this lingular pre­
fent may produce that effect on the prefent pofTeflor of, 
and the heir apparent to, the Britifh crown, as thc C h i ­
nefe Emperor exported it would have produced on his 
fon ; the embaffy wil l then prove of importance, indeed, 
to the Britifh nation. 

After dinner, the Ambalfnlor returned with his whole 
fuite and attendants, to fee a play performed in the im­
perial palace. A temporary ftage w as erected, aWO* or­
namented with a profuiion of filk ftreamers. The dra­
matic entertainments confifted of mock battles, vaulting, 
tumbling, rope-dancing, and other gymnaftic amufe-
ments, which would have done no difcredit to any per­
formers in E m ope. A variety of deceptions concluded this 



theatrical fete ; one of which was the exhibition of a 
large bowl, in every poilible pontic™ ; which was i m ­
mediately placed on the ftage, bottom upwards, and on 
being lifted up again, difcovered a large rabbit, which 
cfeaped from the performer by taking refuge among the 
audience. The fpectators in general, including many 
of our own people, were totally at a lofs to account for 
this deception ; but to many of us, i f wc knew not how 
it was done, it was, at leaft, no novelty, having fre­
quently feen the fame trick exhibited by the jugglers of 
our own country. Other fimilar tricks were very dex-
teroufly performed, and amufed us by their novelty and 
apparent difficulty. The theatre made a fplendid ap­
pearance, being well-lighted and well-filled with perfons 
of diffraction. 

Next day, pipes and tobacco, fufneient to fupply every 
individual belonging to the cmbaffy, were received ; and 
feveral mandarins came to pay their refpects to the A m ­
baflador. In thefe vifits we obferved how little regard 
is paid to external appearance in China. The manda­
rins never varied their habits ; and even the court-dreflcs 
here differ very little from the ordinary habiliments. 
It may be faid to confift of a loofe robe, falling half­
way down the leg, and drawn round thc neck with r i ­
bands. Over the breaft is a piece of embroidery, about 
five inches fquare, finifhed in gold, or filk of various 
colours, with an exact counterpart on the back ; which 
badges denote the rank of the wearer. T h e fafh, which 
at other times is ufually worn round the waiff, is difpenfed 
with at court, and the drefs left to its natural flow. 

W e arc now called upon to notice a degree of defpotic 
authority affirmed by the leader of the cmbaffy, alto­
gether inconfiftent with the character and privileges ot 
Britifh fubjects 5 and as there is reafon to believe, that 
this alfumpuon of arbitrary power conveyed an imia-



vourable impreflion to the Chinefe of our national cha­
racter, laws, and cuftoms, to fet this matter in a clear 
light, we fhall previously ftate the orders iflued by Lord 
Macartney, and read to the fhips' companies, and all 
perfons of every rank attached to the embafiy, on our 
approaching the coaft of China ; orders which feemed 
to have been dictated by found policy, and a real regard 
to the fuceefsful profecution of the grand objects in 
view. 

O R D E R S fea led and figned M A C A R T N E Y . 

" As the fhips and brigs attendant on the embaffy to 
" China are now likely to arrive in port a few days 
** hence, his Excellency thc Ambaflador thinks it his 
** duty to make the following oofervalions and arrange-
" ments : 

u It is impoflible that the various important objects 
M of the cmbaffy can be obtained, but through the good-
l < w i l l of the Chinefe : that good-will may much de-
*' pend on the ideas which they fhall be induced to en-
'* tertain of the difpofition and conduct of the Engli lh 
" nation, and they can judge only from the behaviour 

of the majority of thofe who cpme amongft them. 
" It muft be conlefted, that the imprcflions hitherto 
** made upon their minds, in confequence of the irre-
" gularities committed by Englishmen at Canton, are 
" unfavourable even to the degree of confidering them 
% ( as the worft among Europeans ; thefe imprcflions are 
" communicated to that tribunal in the capital, which 
" reports to, and advifes the Emperor upon all concerns 
u with foreign countries. It is therefore eflential, by 
" a conduct particularly regular and circumfpect, to 
" imprefs them with new, more jufl, and more favourable 
< c ideas of Englifh men ; and to fhew that, even to thc 
" loweft officer in the fea or laud fervice, or in the civil, 



*« line, they are capable of maintaining, by example 
" and oy difcipiine, due order, fobricty, and fubordi-
t l nation, among their refpective interiors. Though the 
" people in China have not the fmalleft fliare in the 
" government, yet it is a maxim invariably purfued by 
" their fupcriors, to fupport the meanelt Chinefe in any 
*' difference with a ftranger, and i f the occafion fhould 
" happen, to avenge his blood ; of which, indeed, there 
" was a fatal inltance not long fince at Canton, where 
" the gunner of an Englifh veffel, who had been very 
" innocently the caufe of the death of a native peafant, 
*f was executed for it, notwithftanding the utmoft united 
" efforts on the part of the feveral European factories at 
•* Canton to favc him : peculiar caution and mildnefs 
*' muft confequently be obferved in every fort of inter-
" courfe or accidental meeting with any of thc pooreft 
*' individuals of the country. 

" His Excellency, who well knows that he need not 
" recommend to Sir Erafmus Gower to make whatever 
*l regulations prudence may dictate on the occafion, for 

the perfons under his immediate command, as he 
" hopes Capt. Mackintosh, w i l l do for the officers and 
" crew of thc Hindoftan, trufts alfo that the propriety 
** and neceffity of fuch regulations, calculated to pre-
" fcrvc the credit of thc Englifh name, and the intereft 
i C of the mother country in thefe remote parts, wi l l en-
< c fure a fteady and cheerful obedience. 

" Thefe fame motives, he natters himfelf, wi l l ope-
" rate Iikewife upon all the perfons immediately con-
u netted with, or in the fervice of, thc embaffy. 

" His Excellency declares, that he fhall be ready to 
" encourage and to report favourably hereupon the 
" good conduct: of thofe who fhall be found to deferve 
« i t ; fo he wi l l think it his duty, in cafe of mifconduct: 
«c or difobedience of orders, to report the fame with 



« equal cxacf nefs, and to fufpend or difmifs tranfgrefi-
" fors, as the occafion may require. Nor , i f offence 
" lhould be offered to a Chinefe, or a mifdemeanor of 
M any kind be committed, which may be punifhable by 
'* their laws, wi l l he deem'himfelf bound to interfere 
'* for the purpofe of endeavouring to ward off or mit i -

gate their feverity. 
" His Excellency relies on Lieutenant-Colonel Ben-

4 t fon, commandant of his guard, that he wi l l have a 
** (met and watchful eye over them : vigilance, as to. 
" their pcrfonal demeanor, is as requiiite in the prefent 
" circumflanccs, as it is, though from other motives, 
*' in regard to the conduct: of an enemv in time of 
*'* vvar. The guards are to be kept conftantly together", 
" and regularly excrcifed in all military evolutions; 
" nor are any of them to abfent themfelves from on board 
" fhip, or from whatever place may be allotted them 
" for their dwelling on fhore, without leave from hits 
** Excellency, or commanding officer. None of the 
** mechanics; or fervants, are to leave the fhip, or ufual 
" dwelling on fhore, without leave from himfelf, or 
1 1 from M r . Maxwell ; and his Excellency expe&s, that 
u thc gentlemen in his train wi l l (hew the example of 
u fubordination, by communicating their wifhes to him 
" before they go, on any occafion, from the fhip, or 
1 1 ufual dwelling-place on fhore. 

" N o boxes or packages, of any kind, are to be rc-
u moved from the Ihip, or, afterwards, from the place 
" where thev ihall be brought on fhore, without the 
" Ambaflador's leave, or a written order from M r . Bar-
u row, the comptroller ; fuch order defcribing the na-
*' ture, number, and dimenfions of fuch packages. 

if His Excellency, in the moft earneft manner, re-
" quells that no perfons whatever belonging to the fhips 
" be fuffered, and he defires that none of his fuite, guard, 
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*< mechanics, or fervants, prefume to offer for fale, or 
*f propofe to pur. hafe, in the way of traffic, the fmallcft 
*' article of merchandife of any kind, under any pre-
" tence whatever, without leave from him previoufly 
«' obtained. The ncceflity of avoiding the leaft appear-
** ance of traffic accompanying an embaffy to Pe-kin 
«* was fuch, as to induce the Eaft India Company to 
" f o r e g o the profits of a new market, and deterred 
<< them from (hipping any goods for fale in the Hindoftan, 
" as being deftined to attend upon the embaffy, thc 
" dignity and importance of which, in the prejudiced 
" eyes of the Chinefe, would be utterly loft, and the 
*4' good confequences expected from it, even on coin-

mercial points, totally prevented, i f any actual tranf-
'* actions, though for trifles, for the purpofe of gain, 
*< fhould be difcovered amongft any of the perfons con-
** cerned in conveying, or attending an Ambaffador; of 
" w h i c h the report would foon infallibly fwell into a 
*' general fyftem of trading. From this ftrictnefs his 

Excellency wi l l willingly relax whenever fuch ad-
" vanccs (hall have been made by him in negotiation as 

wil l fecure the object of his mifTion ; and when a 
f* pcrmi/Tion from him to an European, to difpofe of any 
*' particular article of merchandife, fhall be confidered 
" as a favour granted to the Chinefe purchafer. H i s 
** Excellency is bound to punifh, as far as in him lies, 
" any the flighteft deviation from this regulation ; he 
" wi l l cafily have it in his power to do fo, in regard to 
*' the perfons immediately in his train or fervice. The 
" difcipline of the navy wi l l render it equally eafy to Sir 
" Erafmus Gower, in refpect to thofe under his imtne-
« diate command ; and the Eaft India Company have, 
** by their order of the 5th of September, 1792, and 
l i by their letter of thc 8th of the fame month and year, 
*{ fully authorifed his Excellency.to enforce compliance 
" with thc fame regulation, among the officers of trio 
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w Hindoftan. A copy of the faid order, and an extract 
" from the faid letter, here follow, in order that Cap-
" tain Mackintolh may communicate the fame to his 

officers. His Excellency depends upon him to pre-
" vent any breach or evafion of the fame among any of 
** his crew." 
At a Court of Directors held on Wednefday the $tb of 

September, 1 7 9 2 . 
*/ Refolved, 

" That the Right Honourable Lord VifcOunt M a * 
u cartncy be authorized to fufpend, or difmifs the com-
" mander, or any officer of the Hindoftan, who fhall 
" be guilty of a breach of covenants, or difobedience of 
'* orders from the Secret Committee, or from his Ex-
" cellency, during the continuation of the embaffy to 
" China. 

(Signed) « W . R A M S E Y , Sec." 

Extract from the Chairman and Deputy Chairman?s Letter 

to Lord Macartney, dated thc %th of September, 1792. 

" The Secret Committee having given orders to Cap* 
M tain Mackintolh, of the Hindoftan, to put himfelf 
" entirely under your Excellency's direction, as long as 
" may be neceffary for the purpofe of the embaffy, we 
" have inclofcd a copy of his inftruclions, and of the 
u covenants which he has entered into, together with an 
*' account of his private trade, and that of his officers t 
" there is no intention whatever, on the part of the 
u court, to permit private trade in any other port, or 
** place, than Canton, to which the fhip is ultimately 
" deftined, unlefs your Excellency is fatisfied that fuch 
" private trade w i l l not prove of detriment to the dig-
" nity and importance annexed to the embafiy, or to the 
" confequences expected therefrom, in which cafe your 
" confent in writing becomes necefTary to authorize any 
1 1 commercial tranfaclion by Captain Mackintoflî , Or 
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" any of his officers, as explained in the inftructions 
*i from the Secret Committee, But as we cannot be too 
H guarded with refpect to trade, and the confequences 
" which may refult from any attempt for that purpofe, 
" we hereby authorize your Excellency to fufpend, or 
*' difmifs the commander, or any officer of the H i n -
*< doftan, who ihall be guilty of a breach of covenants, 
** or difobedience of orders from the Secret Committee, 
" or from your Excellency, during the continuance of 
" thc prefent embaffy." 

" His Excellency takes this opportunity of declaring 
alfo, that however determined his fenfe of duty makes 
him to forward thc objects of his million, and to watch, 
detect, and punifli, as far as in his power, any crime, 
difobedience of orders, or other behaviour tending to en­
danger, or delay the fuccefs of the prefent undertaking, 
or to bring difcredit on the Englifh character, or occa­
fion any difficulty, or embarraffment to the embaffy ; fo 
in the like manner fhall he feel himfelf happy in being 
able at all times to report and reward the merit, as well 
as to promote the interett, and indulge the wifhes, of any 
perfon who has accompanied him on this occafion, as 
much as may be confident with thc honour and welfare 
of the public. 

" In .cafe of the abfence or engagements of his E x ­
cellency, at any particular moment, application may be 
made in his room to Sir George Staunton, whom his M a -
jelly was pleafed to honour with acommifuon of minifler 
plenipotentiary, to act on fuch occafions." 

Given on board bin Majcflys 
flip the Lion, the- l6tb 

dayQfJuly, 1793. 
By his Excellency's Command. 

(Signed) 

A C H E S O N M A X W E L L , T c l a r i e s . 
E D W A R D W I N D E R , ' } S c c * c t a n c s 



Some obfervations and injunctions of his Lordfhip, 
delivered at thc fame time as the above, did not, how­
ever, feem to accord with the fpirit of liberty and perfo-
nal feeunty, which accompanies an Engliihman where-
ever he is placed. Hitherto there had not, however, 
been an attempt made to carry them into execution ; 
but now it was intimated, that all thc fervants of thc 
Ambaflador were to conlider themfelves as under martial 
law, and that they would be punifhed according to its re­
gulations, in any cafe of difobedience or neglect. It is 
true, that the experiment was never made in r e g a r d to the 
civi l fervants of the embaffy ; but the alarm which this 
information gave, was deeply felt and inwardly relented. 
T o the honour of Sir George Staunton, he not only dif-
approved, but reprobated in very fevcrc terms this mea-
fure, as repugnant to, and fubverfive of, the rights of 
Engliflnnen, and the principles of juftice. 

The order, forbidding any traffic with the natives, 
we believe, was punctually obferved, as far as gain was 
concerned; but a private in the infantry, compelling a 
part of the Ambaffador's guard, was reported to the com­
manding officer as having procured a fmall quantity of 
famtchoo, or fpirituous liquor, by the aflifiance of a 
Chinefe foldier ; he was immediately confined, and being 
brought to a court martial, of which a corporal was pre­
fident, he was fentenced to receive lixty lathes. 

T h i s fentence being approved by Colonel Benfon, the 
Britifh foldiers were drawn up in form, in the outer 
court of the palace where we rcfided, and the offender 
being fattened to one of the pillars of the great portico, 
received his punifhment without mitigation. 

Thejuft abhorrence excited i n the breafls of the C h i ­
nefe, at this cruel conduct, was demonftrably proved 
by their words and looks. They exprciled their afto-
wfhment that a people pretending to profefs the mildeft 



and moft benevolent religion on earth, could be guilty of 
fuch flagrant inattention to its merciful dictates. One of 
thc principal mandarins, who knew a little Englifh, ex-
prefled thc general fentimcnt, " Enrli/hmen too much 
" cruel, loo much bad" 

But it feems as though the officers were determined, at 
all events, to imprefs the Chinefe with an unfavourable 
opinion of thc Engliih character, for it appears that Sir 
Erafmus Gower, the commander of the L i o n , went a 
ftep farther towards alienating the affections of the C h i ­
nefe from our countrymen ; for when that fhip lay at 
Chilian, a native brought a bottle of famtchoo on board, 
intending to exchange it for fome European article ; his 
defign being difcovered, thc Captain ordered him to be 
feized and punifhed with twelve lafhes, in thc prcfcncc 
of numbers of his countrymen, though a complaint pre­
ferred to a mandarin would have obtained the fatisfaction 
neccftary, and faved thc appearance of arbitrary and 
cruel conduct. 

T h e manners of thc Chinefe, indeed, revolt at the 
public exhibition of thefe punifhments : they arc at a lob; 
to reconcile European behaviour with European protec­
tions. Our faith and practice, in almoft every inftance, 
appeared to them to be oppofite ; and thefe circumftances 
we. have had the pain to record, as well as feveral others 
which occafionally happened, inftead of removing unfa­
vourable prejudices, feemed to legitimate and fanction 
their continuance. 

Having previoully been informed that the embaffy was 
to proceed to Pe-k in , where its final ifliie was to be ar­
ranged, wc fet out from Jehol on the morning of thc 
2tit of September, after a ftate of imprifonmcnt of four­
teen days, for the liberty we had been encouraged to ex­
pect, was never granted. 



In this place it may not be improper to give fome ac­
count of two extraordinary rocks in the vicinity of Jehol, 
which the darknefs of the morning on which we entered 
that city had prevented our feeing. One is an immenfe 
pillar of ftone, about an hundred feet high, fmall at the 
bafe, and gradually fpreading towards the top, from fe­
veral parts of which iffue ftreams of the pureft water. 
This lofty object is fituated on the pinnacle of a moun­
tain, which adds to its fublime effect, The upper part 
of this rock is rather flat, and appears to be cloathed 
with verdure and fhrubs, but is totally inacceftible. 
Some convulfion of nature muft certainly have placed it 
here, and it is tmpoMible to view it from the valley be­
low, without the ftrongeft emotions of wonder and fear. 
T h e Chinefe give it the name of Panfuiafhaung, and 
juftly efteem it as one of the firft natural curiofities of 
the country. 

The other is rather a duller of rocks, whofe greateft 
height is nearly two hundred feet: thefe ftand Iikewife 
on the fummit of a mountain, and from one point of 
view, appear as one folid mafs. Perhaps the world does 
not produce two grander objects of the kind. 

Soon after we left jehol, wc pafted the Emperor's 
pagoda, where we faw the tributary K i n g of Cochin 
China's Ambaffador and fuite, advancing with the an­
nual acknowledgment. 

W e flept at the imperial palace of Callachottueng, 
mentioned before, where wc loft an artillery-man of the 
bloody flux, of which alarming malady feveral others 
among the military were i l l . The attendant mandarin 
exprcfted great apprcheniion, left the Emperor fhould 
hear of this circumftance, and be alarmed on account of 
any contagious difordcr. The body was therefore fent 
<m to the next village, where we breakfafted, and 
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afterwards interred our companion with military ho­
nours. 

This morning we received intelligence that the E m ­
peror had left Jehol, and that it would be abfolutcly ne­
cefTary to advance two ftages without halting, in order 
that the palaces might be at liberty to accommodate his 
majefty's attendants. In confequencc of this notice, 
we reached this day Waung-chau-yeng, where we 
flept. 

Purfuing the fame route as we had done before, and 
re-tracing the fame objects, our journey to Pe-kin was 
barren of incidents or novelty. W e arrived there on the 
afternoon of the 26th, and took up our refidence in the 
palace which had been appropriated for our ufe before 
we fet out for Jehol. The morning of the 27th, Lord 
Macartney fpent in examining the arrangements which 
had been made during his abfence, which feemedtomeet 
his entire approbation ; and as our flay here, at this pe­
riod, was confidered as certain to be of fome continu­
ance, every preparation and provifion was made for the 
domeftic comfort of thc eftablilhment, and the fplendor 
of the embafiy. 

T h e ftate canopy was erected in thc principal room of 
thc Ambaflador's apartments : it was made of flowered 
crimfon fatin, with fcftoons and curtains, fringed with 
gold ; the back difplayed thc arms of Great: Britain ; 
under its cover five chairs of ftate were placed, the center 
one being elevated above thc reft for thc Ambaffador. A t 
the other end of the apartment were hung whole length 
portraits of their Britannic Majefiies. The whole 
formed an appearance for an audience-chamber, equal to 
the confequencc of the country reprefented, and wanted 
no appropriate ornament. 

Thefe difpofltions being completed, nothing remained 
to perfect the domeftic eftabliflrment, but thc regulation 



of the different tables: to be provided for the difWertt.de^ 
partments of .the houfehold ; which, ij was thought beft. 
to delay t i l l the arrival of the Emperor in Pe-kin. 

Captain Mack-intoih- of the Hindoftan now- propofed to-
•fet off on the Monday'to join his fhip, in order to pro­
ceed to Canton,.; tlrere to take-in his cargo for England,-
having feen, as he conceived,' a favourable- commences, 
rneht of this embaffy, in which his employers had fuclt 
a predominant intereft. - :: 

G n the 28th'the arrival of the Emperor at the impe­
rial palace i n Pe-kin was announced by a grand dif-. 
charge of artillery. • ' '•''- • •• . . • - ,«| 

T h e occupations o f this day' in the palace of the Am--
baffador were confined entirely to writing letters for Eng­
land, of which Captain Mackintosh Was to take the 
charge • it being confidered as a fettled arrangement with 
the court of Pe-kin, that the Englifh cmbaffy were to 
remain during the winter* to carry on the important* ne* 
gotiations wfith which it was entrufted; 

The next day his Excellency was vifited by feveral 
mandarins;, arid fome packages of broad cloths of B r i -
tilh manufacture Were put in a ftate ofreadinefs for be­
ing prefented to the Emperor. 

Sicknefs at this time prevailed "fo much among the 
foldiers attached to the embaffy, that more than half of 
them were unable, to. do duty ; it was, therefore, found 
"expedient to eftablifh an hofpital in fome 'of the vacant 
buildings within the precincts of the palace for their re­
ception, and more fpeedy recovery. 4 

O n the ift of October, a mandarin requefted, in the 
name, of the Emperor, that the ordnance prefents might 
be fent to the palace of Yeumen-manyeumen, where 
they were to he proved and examined; which, contrary 
to our expectations, was done by the Chinefe themfelves 
"'ftead of "o«r own artillery men, who had.been taken 
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from England for die purpofe of difplaying their fuper*-
**rity in the fctence of engineering to the Emperor. T h e 
chariots and other prefents were alfo removed to the fame 
place, where the carpenters and the other mechanics went 
to hang them on their fprings -y their fervice, like that of 
the artillery, was, however, in a great meafurc difpen-
fed with ; they not being permitted to finally adjuft them 
for rcprefentation. 

T h e following day, the Ambaflador received a formal' 
invitation to wait on thc Emperor on thc morrow • in 
compliance with this requeft his excellency went in a 
private manner, and tranfacted bufinefs with the officers 
of Hate. The conference lafted for two hours • and 
there were no apparent rcafonsfor fuppofing thai the ob­
jects of the million, were not in a progreltive ftate of 
fuccefs. 

The Amhaifadbr now fettled the order and difpofition 
of ihe tables tor the different departments of the houfhold *.. 
and every thing feemed to indicate a refidence of fome 
permanency at Pekin,. which proved highly gratifying to 
us, who had no oth'tr means of judging of the probable 
fuccefs of th* object of our embaffy, than the general atv 
rangement.T made for its domeftic eltablUhment. 

The cabinets of Britifh manufacture were now con­
veyed to the imperial refidence by Chinefe porters, and' 
the prefents, confifting of jewellery, plated goods, hard­
ware, and cutlery, were now unpacked ; and the whole 
equally divided between the Emperor and the Grand 
Choulaa. 

O n the 5th, the Emperor vifited the palace of Yeumen-
vmanyeumen, to infpect the prefents which were lodged 
there ; cm this occafion he was plcafed to order eight 
ingots of filver to be diftributed to every European perfon 
attending. The Englifh artificers, who were employed-
*u cleaning and completing the carriages, and fitting up * 
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model of an Englifh firft-rate, man of war, which had 
•been fent with the prefents, defcribed his Majefty as be­
ing about five feet ten inches high -. of a (lender form, 
but well-proportioned ; and that his countenance pre-
ferited a regularity of features, free from the decrepitude 
of age. His deportment was attractively affable • and 
the dignity of the prince was only difplayed in the fupe­
rior manners of the man. He was habited in a robe of 
yellow filk, and a cap of black velvet, furmountcd with 
a red ball, and adorned with a peacock's feather. H e 
wore filk boots, embroidered with gold, and a blue filk 
fafh round his watte. 

The opinion his Majefty formed of the prefents could 
only be collected from their being generally received - for 
we could not learn that he had expreffed any opinion 
where it could poftibly be conveyed to us. T w o camera 
obfeuras were, however, returned, aS being fulted only t o 
the amufement of children. 

A number of bales, containing a variety of broad and 
narrow cloths of Englifh manufacture, with a quantity 
of camblets, two barrel organs, and thc remainder of 
fuch prefents as were not damaged, were now removed 
from the Ambalfador's palace by the Chinefe employed on 
thefe occafions, and M r . Plumb fometimes accompanied 
the prefents to explain the nature and application ot them, 
or performed that office to tlue mandarins, previous to 
their departure. 

As it was now confidered, as a matter of certainty, that 
the cmbaffy would remain for fome time at Pe-kin, the 
fiiperb and elegant horfe furniture which had been brought 
over for his Excellency and Sir George Staunton, vyerc 
unpacked and got ready for immediate ufe. 

A number of prefents were litis day received from the 

Emperor for the ufe of their Britannic Majcities, the 

Ambaffador and fuite. 
L a 



' A t iioon on the 6th, the Ambaffador again went r«i 
vifit the Emperor ; but on his arrival at court he fainted • 
away, and being conveyed home, continued indifpofed 
during the remaining part of the day. I n the meanwhile, 
Sir George Staunton 1 and Colonel Benfon dillrtbuted to 
each of. the- foldiers and fervants, fome pieces of filk, 
others of dongaree, a. kind of nankeen, and a piece of 
filver, of about fifteen ounces, as a prefent from his I m ­
perial Majefly. . 

The "Optical , .mechanical, and. mathematical inflru-
monts-being removed from the-palace of Yeumen-man-
yeumen, the gentlemen and mechanics were difmiffed 
ffc>m -their- attendance there. ' 'On a trial of the powers 
of-fome' Of thcvafUeleS-before the mandarins, they failed 
in-tfte -.effects afc-ribed to"'- them, and others excited little 
fufpfizc or admiration i n the.Chincfe. literati who viewed 
them ; -this the good D r . Dinwiddie and M r . Barrow 
immediately attributed to their grofs ignorance and ob-. 
lfinacyv' ' ' • ' • - . - ] • ' . . ' • : 
' A rcporr began Ko. circulate, that we were foon to quit, 

Pe-kin. It occafioned a.eonfiderable fhare of fpccula-
tion, but it obtained lefs credit than afterwards appeared 
to be due to i t : the carpenters were however employed 
in flrengthening the cafes which contained the prefents 
for St. James's, and. in the-afternoon of the 7th this 
report, which at firfl met with only.arfaintbelief in ge­
neral, was confirmed by an order from the Ambaffador 
to prepare for our departure on thc Wcdnefday follow­
ing, being only two days notice. Our furprize and con­
cern may cafily be conceived. A l t e r a variety of fatigues,! 
we had confoled ourfelves that we fhould now have enjoy­
ed fome repofe • but all perfbnal cpnudcrations were ab-
forbed in public affairs, in which the humbleft indivi­
dual felt an intereft. T h e grand objects of the embaffy. 
were evidently unaccomplifhcd j and i n our attachment 
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to-our country, its honour, and advantage, wc forgot 

every other care. 
T o fubmit, however, wc were obliged, and nothing 

appeared to us polFible to be done but an attempt to gain 
a-lfttle refpite, t i l l the baggage was packed up and arran­
ged ; this feemcd arcafonable demand, the attendant man- • 
darin therefore made the-rcquifition, and an order arrived 
from the Grand Choulaa to fufpend our departure til l . 
Friday: but judge our aftonifhment, when the netft 
morning tills was countermanded by the Emperor himfelf, 
and we were exprefsly ordered to depart on the day tint 
intimated. 

It is not to be fuppofed that our fituation could enable • 
"us to judge of the reafons on which this unexpected 
mandate was founded. It was reported by the C h i ­
nefe, that as thc bufinefs on the part of the Emperor 
was already completed, he was furprifed the EngliuV 
Ambaffador was not-anxious to return to his own country. 
It was alfo faid, that his Majefty was alarmed at thc 
number of our nek, left any contagion mould be com­
municated to his fubjects : nor were there perfons want­
ing who afcribed his determination to an avcrfion con-
traded againft us, from thc lkil l arid ingenuity we evinced 
in thofe engines of deltruetion, the brafs mortars, which 
were tried in his. prefence. It was. faid he deprecated 
the fpirit of a people, who, contrary to the avowed.be-. 
nign principles of .their religion, had made fuch a profi­
ciency in arts which feemed to contradict them all. 

Many other reports of a fimilar nature were propa­
gated • but the reafon afligned by the Chinefe govern-, 
ment was the near approach of winter, when the rivers 
would be frozen, and the journey to Canton, through the 
northern provinces, be attended with inconvenience.and 
jcrowded with impediments. 

http://avowed.be-


T o fpeculate on thc policy that actuated thc court of 
Pc-kin on this occafion, would be vain ; neither (hall wc 
prefume to afcribe it to any mifconduct or mifmanage-
nicnt ; but the manner in which the embafiy was dif-
milfed was certainly ungracious, and mortifying in thc 
extreme ; for fuppofing it to be the policy of the C h i ­
nefe government, that no foreign minifter (hall be re­
ceived, but on particular occafions, and that he (hall not 
remain in the country after he has finifhed his particular 
miflion ; it does not appear that the bufinefs was at all 
advanced which Lord Macartney was employed to nego­
tiate ; and his Lordfhip certainly would not have formed 
.domeftic arrangements, i f he had not confidered himfclf 
certain of remaining at Pe-kin throughout the winter, 
and of fucceeding in the object, of his embafiy. 

A t this time a marine, who, with three others, had 
been taken from on board the L ion , to fill the vacancies 
occafioned by the death of fome of the foldiers, died of 
the flux ; and to prevent this circumftance from being 
known his corpfe was carried away in the night. 

Lord Macartney now fent his own ftate carriage as a 
prefent to thc Grand Choulaa, who refufed to accept it . 
It was then re-demanded, but no anfwer was returned to 
this rcqucft, and fo fhort was the period allotted us to 
ftay, and fo much was to be done in it, that there was 
no time to make farther inquiries concerning it, or the 
reafons for the behaviour on the part of the miniltcr by 
whom it was refufed. 

T h e confufion arifing from this hidden and unex­
pected event, rendered it impoflible to arrange the bag­
gage with any order. W e huddled it together in the 
beft manner that circumftances would permit. Some ar­
ticles, which could not be packed up, or were now uhdels, 
were given to the mandarins } the natives took care to 



purloin a (hare, and L o r d Macartney's fervants had the 
canopy of ftate. 

W e fet out on the road'that leads to Tong-tchew at a 
very early hour on the morning of the 9th, and reached 
that town in the evening. Even the thoughts of being 
on the return to our country failed to relieve the gloom 
of difappointment ; and to increafe our unpleafant fenfa-
tions, we met with neglect and wretched accommodations 
compared to what we had experienced before ; for the 
apartments in which we were lodged here were only tem­
porary fheds, hung with Itraw matting. 

W e have already mentioned the conduct of thc Grand 
Choulaa, refpect ing Lord Macartney's chariot. O n our 
arrival, however, at Tong-tchew, it had found its way 
thither before us, and was ftationed oppofite the place 
appointed for the reception of the embaffy, furrounded 
by crowds of Chinefe ; many of its ornaments were de­
faced, and it was otherwife injured. It was, however, 
drawn down to thc river fide, and a cafe being made for 
it on the fpot, to fecure it from farther injury, it was re-
«onfigned to the hold of a junk, and finally fent to figure 
at Madras. 

Next morning, on proceeding to the fide of the river, 
we found the junks intended for our reception. T h e 
baggage was put on board with all poffible expedition, 
but not without a degree of confufion beyond what we 
had yet known • for al l the attention before paid to the, 
Ambaffador and his fuite feemed now to be forgotten, 
things being, however, at length adjuftcd, we went on 
board our junks, and the attendant mandarin and his 
party followed in feparate veffels. Soon after the embar­
kation was completed, dinner was ferved up ; and at an 
early hour Ave retired to reft, after a moft fatiguing day. 

O n the 1 i t h , at a very early hour, the junks w e r e un~ 
moored, a*id the fleet proceeded down the i iver : but as 



•we have already given a defcription of the country through 
•which it flows, and the local circumff ances attending of itj 
•wc fhall pafs on to the period when we quitted the natural 
for an artificial river ; indeed nothing occurred worthy 

;cf obfervation, but that though we flill attracted the no­
tice of the inhabitants who lived near the river, the re-
fpectful and ceremonious attentions of our former voyage 
were entirely difcontinued. 

O n the 16th wc left the channel of the river, and en­
tered a canal conftructed with infinite labour and expenfe. 
The fides are mafonry throughout its extent ; and at 
'certain diftances locks, in the form of a crefcent, are 
•erected, winch confining the water to a narrow paffage 
in the middle of the canal, occafions a moderate fall of 
about three feet. The motion of the junks is accele­
rated in palling thefe locks, and continues to fome dif-
tance ; and to prevent the veffels receiving any damage 
from ftriking againft the walls of the lock, men are al­
ways ready to let down large leathern pads, which effec­
tually break the fhock. 

In the courfe of this day we pafted a number of thefii 
locks, whofe conihuction and effects wc found invariably 
the fame. ' • 

For feme days wc failed through a country rich irt 
agriculture and population. W c obferved plantations of 
the fhrub which produces the imperial and gunpowder 
tea. In fize and figure it refcmbles the goo fiber ry-bu fin 
Imperial tea is the produce of the firft blolloms - gun­
powder, tea is a collection of the fucceflivc blolfoms as 
they appear. ; 

Not only the exterior marks of refpect had been with-? 
drawn from the embaily by the Chinefe, -but we even 
found our provifions deficient, both in quantity and qua­
lity. A reprefentation to thev mandarin, however, pro­
cured immediate redrefs in this particular * and ,U wa* 
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farther reported, that the fame benevolent character had 
exerted himfelf with effed to do away fome very unfa* 
vourable imprcflions, with which a Tartar mandarin had 
prejudiced the Emperor againft the Englifh, by repre­
fenting them as diverted of every amiable quality, and 
addicted to every vice. 

On the 20th we patted numerous plantations of to­
bacco ; a plant cultivated here in the greateft variety, 
and to the greateft extent of any country in the world.. 

Indeed fmoaking being the univerfal practice from in­
fancy to old age, the quantity of tobacco confumed in 
China muft exceed all moderate calculation; 

Several eonfiderable cities appeared at a fmall difiance 
from the canal ; the garrifons from which advanced to 
the banks to give the ufual falutc, and thc people to gra­
tify their curiofity. 

W e paffed a number of bridges and feveral corn-mills, 
worked by water, and apparently on the fame conftrUc-

tion as thofe in Europe. 
A lofty pagoda, of eight flories, opened to our view 

on the morning of the 23d • but not different apparently 
from thofe we had before feen. Next day wc faw the 
Chinefe poft pafs along the road on the margin of the 
canal. The letters are inclofed in a large bamboo baf^ 
ket, hooped with cane ; it is then locked, and the key is 
given into the cuflody of one of the foldiers, who deli­
vers it to the poft-mafter. The bafket is then ftrapped 
on thc courier's moulders, and being decorated with a n u m ­

ber of little bells at the bottom, they make a loud j i n ­

gling when fhaken by the motion of the horfe, and an­
nounce the approach of the poft. Five light-horfemcn 
efcort the courier ; and as the fleeteft horfes are felected, 
and changed at every ftage, the mails in China arc con­
veyed with extraordinary expedition and fafety. 
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The junks anchored on the evening of the following 
day in the heart of a large city, through which the canal 
panes. A continual fucceflion of bridges connects thc 
banks, and thefe are guarded by foldiers, who fufrcr no 
veffel to pafs till a mandarin has infpe£led it. The fleet 
here received a falute of three guns, and a numerous 
body of foldiers lined the banks, who, wearing large 
helmets, and being completely armed, had a very military 
appearance. 

W e foon arrived at Kord-cheeaung, a city of equal 
magnitude with the laft • in the center of which we faw 
a pagoda of ten ftories, each furrounded by a gallery. 

After palling feveral large cities in the courfe of this 
day's voyage, wre anchored for the night at Lee-yaungoa, 
which was illuminated in honour of the Ambaflador. 
Public attentions, indeed, began again to be more fre­
quent, and ccremoniouily paid. 

W e paffed the city of Kaunghoo on the a6th, and 
found fuch an amazing number of junks lying there that 
our paffage was impeded for fome time, and we were 
obliged to come to anchor, in order to give opportunity 
for a paffage to be made between them. The canal winds 
through this place and its banks Hope down to the 
water in a very beautiful form. 

£ .very lpot in our paifage gave tefiimony to the exiftence 
of art, and the efFedts of induftry, as well as of pro­
digious population. O n the 29th, pairing feveral exten­
five fields, we obferved the peafants ploughing ; they 
worked with oxen, and though their ploughs were of 
a very clumfy form, compared with thofe of England, 
the labour feemed to be neatly and properly executed. 

A repetition of the meagre incidents that fell in our 
way would be tirefome. Towns, bridges, locks, and 
junks, fields covered with plenty, and people beyond 
talculation, were now common objects, 
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O n thc 30th we faw a fleet of junks laden with tea 
for the Canton market • nor was it an unnatural, or 
uninierefting obfervation which many of us made, thai 
in thc chance of commerce, fome of their cargoes might 
ultimately be coniigned to our own country, and arrive 
there before us. 

The profpecr.s around us were now conftantly enli­
vened by pagodas and country feats ; fome of which 
were adorned with beautiful gardens, and others fur­
rounded with the flncit orchards we had ever beheld. 

O n the 3iff in the morning, the fleet puffed through 
a walled city, where the vail number ot junks which 
covered its canal, juflify the opinion of its extenfive 
commerce. In its neighbourhood there arc large plan-r 
tations of tea and tobacco, and the next morning we 
palled feveral fields of cotton, which to us formed a 
pleafing and novel appearance. 

The canal became much more expanded - and on 
the 2d of November we reached a city of great extent 
and trade. Several canals meet here ; and on the fouth 
fide of it is a bay, communicating with the Yellow r i ­
ver, in which the noblcff fleets of Europe might ride. 

The hills in thc vicinity are beautifully green ; their 
fummits are crowned with pagodas, while villas and gar­
dens adorn the lower Hopes. 

Failing through thc bay, in which various oppofite 
currents meet, we foon entered the river, and found 
ourfelves again embofomed in a rich and delightful 
country. 

T o w n opened on our enchanted fenfes after town j 
and no words can convey an adequate idea of the pic-
turefquc fcenery that furrounded us. 

About the hour of dinner, we arrived at a town of 
unufual magnitude and beauty, through which the river 
flowed for the fpace of three miles j the houfes WviC 
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uniformly built of brick, varied with a bluifh-coloured 
ftone, and generally rife to two ftories high. 

Here wc received thc military honours fo often men­
tioned • and indeed it may in general be obferved, that 
there was neither town nor village through which we 
pafted, that had not its mandarin and its proportionate 
number of guards and troops, not only in China, but alfo 
in the remote and lefs populous regions of Tartary, 

In the afternoon wc anchored, for fome time, at 
another eonfiderable town, where the junks flopped to 
take in a fupply of wine. This town is fituated on the 
fide of a large lake, which, in fome places, was d i ­
vided only by a bank from the river on which we were 
failing. 

The country foon after affirmed a fwampy appearance; 
the natural confequencc of fo many rivers, canals, and 
lakes, which jntcrfect it, and promote its commercial 
intercourfe. 

The weather was cold and thc mornings frofty. The 
climate, unqueftionably, is affected by thc large bodies 
of water which every where abound in this part of the 
country. W e now underlined, that it was the Yellow 
river on which wc were failing, probably fo called from 
fome communications with the Yellow fea. W e paffed 
feveral lakes, and on the 3d faw a number of fifhing-boats 
employed in their vocations, and procured from them a 
fmall fifh, about the fize of a fprat, but in flavour and 
form refembling thc haddock. On thc oppofite fide of 
this lake we difcovered a very large city, built with a dark-
coloured ftone, and roofed with tiics of the fame hue. 
T h i s place appears to be about eight miles in circumfe­
rence - and from the drefs and manners of its inhabitants, 
we could eafily determine was both commercial and po­
lite. At the extremity of the wall of this city we dropped 
our anchor for the night. 



Next day we pafled two other large lakes ; and foon 
alter reached the town of Kiang-fou, which is large 
and walled. A mandarin and his guards appeared, 
to give the cuftomary falutes ' and at each end of the 
line of troops, a temporary arch was erected, with a 
platform reaching down to the river, very elegantly 
adorned, to afford a landing to the AmbatTador, fhould 
he happen to be difpofed to ftop. At a fmall difiance 
tents were pitched, in the center of which was the 
mandarin's pavilion, where a collation was ready for the 
entertainment of his Excellency and thc mandarins in 
our fleet. But thc order of the voyage prevented them 
from accepting this tribute of hofpitality and politcnefs. 

Beyond this, we came to another large town of fu­
perior beauty, where we Hopped to receive a fupply of 
provifions, and to be furnilhcd with men to tow thc 
junks. Here we were gratified with the fight of a 
number of fine women, whofe features were beautiful 
and complexions uncommonly fair. 

In the afternoon we palfcd a town which could not be 
lefs than nine miles in circumference. The walls are of 
immenfe height, and feem to be ancient. Several hun­
dreds of junks were moored along its wharfs. 

O n the 5th we entered a large lake, adorned with 
a variety of beautiful iflands j the moft eonfiderable of 
them contains the palace of a mandarin, with moft 
elegant fummer-houfes, plantations, and gardens ; here 
alfo a. lofty rock rofe amid the trees, and fupported on 
its top a ftately pagoda. 

W e foon entered another river, whofe banks becamp 
highly picturefque, on which, and the adjoining heights, 
we faw a variety of villas, with gilt pyramids riling from 
the rpofs, w h i c h gave them the appearance of Gothic 
architecture. 



At the city of Mee-you-mee-awng we flopped t® 
take in the cuftomary fupply of provifions. Nature 
feejns to have formed this place for the purpofes of na­
vigation and commerce, and rural beauty to have fixed 
her refidence in its vicinity. 

Another object, here prefentcd itfelf of a very different 
nature, and which, by its contraft, acquired additional 
importance. A body of foldiers were drawn up on an 
efplanade, the line of which extended near a mile ; they 
were divided into companies diftinguiihed by the variety 
of their uniforms, which, together with thc number and 
colours of their ftandards, offered a very beautiful 
fpcctacle. 

N o other object, for a eonfiderable time, attradtcd 
our notice, except a fmall dock-yard tor building-junks, 
enclofed in a fine grove, which formed a pleafing and 
picturefque fcene. 

The river now appeared to be proceeding boldly on 
into a rich, fertile country, but of more unequal furface 
than any wc had yet feen ; when, by an unexpected 
meander, it brought us back to the city. Here we patted 
through another large bridge, near a circular baflion 
which commanded, by its battery, every direction of the 
river. 

O n another turn of the ftream wc difcovered a very 
fine hill before us, the fummit of which is crowned 
with a magnificent pagoda, and the declivities beautified 
with all the decoration that could be conferred by beau­
tiful gardens and elegant buildings. At the foot of this 
elevated fpot are two ftone gateways, which open to a 
walk that winds gradually up the hi l l to thc pagoda. 

T h i s hill appears to form a part of the gardens be­
longing to the mandarin, whofe palace is fituated on the 
banks of the river, from whence a broad flight of ftepst 



ifccnds to the gate of the outer court. This edifice, in 
its fize and appearance, is fuited to the dignity of its 
poffelTor, and, like other buildings of the fame kind and 
character in China, is perfectly uniform in all its parts. 
T h e body of thc houfe rifes to three (lories, and the 
wings are diminiihed to two. A paved court occupies 
a large fpace in the front; and the whole is enclofed by 
a wall , including a large garden, that extends to the 
beautiful h i l l , of which a very inadequate (ketch has 
been already given. 

The country continued to make advances in beauty ; 
fields full of fertility, with their fhady enclofures • farms 
cmbofomed in orchards • villas, and their gardens, wt? 
had long been accuftomed to behold, but now a moun­
tain rofe before us, not rugged and barren, but verdant 
to its very top ; while innumerable herds of cattle, and 
flocks of fiieep, adorned its Hoping paftures. 

Another town foon fucceeded, and to that a lake, fur­
rounded by hills of the fame kind, and covered with 
fheep and cattle. From this delightful fituation we pafted 
through a lock, and between a draw-bridge into a canal, 
that divides another large commercial town. Here we 
obferved a brick-ki ln, and a pile of bricks juft made • 
the materials of which appeared to be a kind of fand, 
mixed up with the mud of the river; the kiln itfelf was 
built with the fame materials, in the form of a pyramid. 

In thc evening we pafted a large walled city, appa­
rently iimilar to thofe we had before feen, and feveral 
pagodas being illuminated, in honour of the Ambaffador 
and mandarins, had a very pleafing appearance amid the 
gloom of night. 

The Chinefe houfes are not only varied in their ftile 
and decorations, but even the towns are in fome mcafure 
marked by the colour of the materials of which they 



are built. O n the 6th of November we entered a towri 
of a moft difmal hue • it was wholly erected of black 
brick, and as the houfes were more lofty than thofe 
generally feen in this country, being none lefs than two 
and many four ftories high, its peculiar character made 
thc ftronger impreflion on our minds. 

W e palled a ftone bridge of three arches, and foon 
after reached the mandarin's palace; a ftone building of 
lingular architecture. O n each fide of the principal gate 
are two lofty walls painted red, to prevent the building 
from being feen but in a front view. T h e gateway is 
enriched with fculpture, and the ufual accompaniments 
of Chinefe characters ; it is of (tone, and fupports an 
apartment. T h e houfe itfelf is painted of different co­
lours, with a ftone gallery in front, and covered with a 
roof of the fame material. 

T h e mandarin who refidcd here had caufed a tempo­
rary ftage, or platform, to be erected, from the palace1 

to the fide of the river, in cafe the Ambaffador, and thc 
mandarins, fhould find it convenient to land. The roof 
of this building was covered with filk of various colours, 
a number of lamps fancifully adorned with gauze and 
ribands were fufpended from it, and the floor was co­
vered with a fine, variegated matting. He had alfo 
caufed a large fcreen, or curtain, of this matting, to be 
fixed on the oppofite fide of the water, for the purpofe 
of hiding fome ruinous buildings, that would other wife 
have difgraced the gay picture he had contrived by their 
deformity. 

The foldiers under the command of this mandarin 
were of a different appearance from any we had feen, as 
they wore red hats with a very high and pointed crown; 
on the fide of which was a brafs plate, that appeared ter 
be fattened with yellow ribands. 
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O f the elegant hofpitality of this mandarin we were 

not allowed to partake, by thc circumftance qf our 

voyage. 
A fucccflion of towns, locks, bridges, and pagodas, 

appeared in rapid fucccflion for fome hours, and in the 
afternoon we faw a very large country refidence at fome 
difiance, with a lofty pagoda rifing, as it pcrfpec-
tively appeared, from the center of it. The tower termi­
nated in a cupola, with a fpiral ornament rifing from the 
top, crowned with a ball, from each fide of which a 
chain hung down, t i l l it touched the upper ftory of the 
building. 

After palling this ftruc"ture, the banks of the river 
were, for a eonfiderable difiance, fo high as to obfcure 
all view of the adjacent country. 

In confequence of a complaint againft fome of the 
captains of the junks, for embezzlement of provifions, 
the grand mandarin inftituted an inquiry after the fleet 
came to an anchor this evening ; and being convinced ot 
the truth of the charge, fentenced the culprits to be baf-
tinadoed or bambooed, which was immediately carried 
into execution. 

In the courfe of thc next day, we had a transient view 
of Chinefe hufbandry, in the practical parts of digging, 
manuring, and ploughing; and from the aukward 
implements employed, our admiration of thc fertility 
° f the country, and the labour of the natives was in,, 
c rcafed. 

W e pafted another town, the houfes of which were 
covered with plaiftcr, and many of them three ftorics 
high, and painted black. At the entrance and the extre­
mity of this place of darknefs, which is very large, we 
failed under a noble arch. W e foon reached another 
town of the fame defcription, where many of thc houfes 
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projected over the river, and here our junks were towed 
by boats. 

So various were the features of the river, and fo fre­
quent was the interfc&ion of canals, that we were often 
at a lofs to afcertain whether we were failing on the for­
mer or the latter. This , however, is of little impor­
tance, as the general outline of thc country has been 
faithfully delineated, though to catch every object would 
have been impoflible. 

As it was intended to forward the heavy baggage from 
Hoang-tchew to Chufan, in order to its being conveyed, 
by fea to Canton, arrangements were made for this pur­
pofe. A party of the gentlemen of the embaffy, and fer­
vants, were to accompany it, and thc Ambaffador and the 
remainder were to proceed over land, with only abfolute 
necefTaries. 

The country Hill continued the fame for fome dis­
tance, but at length became more unequal ; towns and 
villages rofe in conltant fucceffion, and the pagodas on, 
the heights feemed to multiply. O n the 9th the fleet 
was ordered to anchor in the open country near the 
more , when Van-Tadge-ln, the grand mandarin, vifited 
every junk, the owners of which he briefly examined, 
and then ordered them to fuffer the punifhment of the 
bamboo. Their crime we could never learn. 

Palling feveral plantations of tallow trees, we arrived 
at Hoang-tchew, on the afternoon of the 10th, when 
the junks were all fattened together, and every per­
fon belonging to thc fuite exprefsly forbid to land on any 
account, Indeed, a body of Chinefe foldiers pitched 
their tents oppofite us, as i f to awe us into compliance. 
During the time we lay here, no circumftance hap­
pened worthy of being recorded. The mandarin of 
Hoang-tchew, who had accompanied us from Pe-kin, 
took his leave of us ; he 'was a fuperior to Van-* 



Tadge-In, and had of courfe affumed the fupreme di­
rection during this part of our voyage. 

The heavy baggage, which was to be fent to Chufan, 
being feparated from the light articles we were to carry 
with us to Canton, Colonel Benfon, Captain Mack in­
tosh, and party, fet off to join the Hindoftan at Chufan, 
on the 5th day after our arrival; and the fame day we alfo 
left Hoang-tchew, after the Ambaffador had diitributed 
ten dollars to the owner of each junk, for their refpec­
tive crews. 

The Ambaffador, accompanied by his retinue, pro­
ceeded on the 14th of November for the Green river, 
where we were again to embark in fmallcr junks. C n 
pafling the city gates, the embaffy received the cuftomary 
falute. Between the two rivers, thc diftance could not 
be lefs than feven miles, and thc whole fpacc was co­
vered by thc city and fuburbs, and lined with foldiers, 
who fecured us from thc preffurc of an innumerable mul­
titude of people, who crowded to fee us. The ftreets 
are narrow, but well paved, the houfes two and three 
ftories high, and the magnificence of the fhops was be­
yond any thing we had hitherto feen. In commerce 
and population, Hoang-tchew is a city of the firft mag­
nitude. 

At noon we reached thc Green river, where the A m ­
baffador was received with military honours. The troops 
were armed with helmets, and made with their accompa­
niments a fplendid appearance. 

A triumphal arch, with a platform defcending to thfc 
Ambaffador's junk, had been erected for the occafion. 
Our embarkation was attended by a concourfe of people, 
great beyond defcription. Some were mounted on buf­
faloes, which animal carried feveral at a time on its 
back, and appeared very docile ; others were in carts, 
drawn by the fame animal. 
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Oar junks were fmall, but very neatly fitted up, afp 
our voyage was continued between ranges of mountains, 
prefenting the moil romantic fcenery. Thc vallies were 
covered with tallow and mulberry trees: the former of 
"which is remarkably beautiful. 

T h c river on which we now failed, was, at a medium, 
about three feet deep : the water has a green call, and 
the bottom is gravelly. 

In the evening of the 15th, we faw thc city of Zan-
guoa, which made-a moft, brilliant appearance with its 
illuminations, and the effect was increafed by nume­
rous bodies of foldiers ranged along the banks of the 
river, with paper lanterns.* 

Next day we paffed feveral ftone pagodas ; the features 
of thc country through which we failed, were ftill moun­
tainous and pictiircfquc, prefenting often plantations of 
tallow and mulberry trees; and thc forts and falutes became 
fo frequent, that they grew abfoltitely tircfomc. Indeed, 
fo much military honour was paid to thc embaffy, that 
the falutes could only be compared to a train of wild-fire 
laid from Hoang-tchew to Canton, and continually ex­
ploding as we proceeded. 

About three o'clock in thc morning of the 17th, wt 
were awakened by a difcharge of artillery ; we perceived, 
by the number of lanterns, that a large body of foldiers 
were drawn up on the fhore : a lighted torch was fixed 
to thc carriage of every gun, and the bearer of each ft and 
of colours was diftinguiihed by a flambeau, which 
gave new brilliance and effect: to this military i l lumi­
nation. 

In an early part of this afternoon, the fleet anchored 
oppofite a fmall, but very neat town, and, in a fhort 
time, the conducting mandarin vifited the junks, and 
diftributed to the whole of the Ambaflador's train, ac­
cording to their rank, prefents of perfumes, fans, impe­
rial tea, and nankeen. 



O n thc 18th, the country changed to a fine cham­
paign, in which numerous villages rofe amidft plan­
tations of tallow and mulberry-trees. This day we 
pafted a group of water-mills, all turned by a fmall 
Cut from the river, flowing in a circular direction. 
Thefe appeared to be on the European conflrucfion, 
and, as we imderllood, were employed in threlhing 
rice. 

The provifions which we now received, though by no 
means deficient in quantity, were far inferior in quality 
to thofe we had been accuflomed to receive in the former 
part of our journey ; this defect we were given to under-
Hand arofe from tlic nature of thc country, rather than 
from any inattention to the comfort and convenience of 
the embaffy. Indeed, there could be no reafon to fuppofe 
that thc Emperor had not even been anxious to render our 
departure from his kingdom as agreeable as refpeel aud 
exterior honour could make it. 

The following day the banks of the river refumed th* 
ufual appearance, and long ranges oi mountains role into 
the hori/on. 

The ?,oth brought us to a large and beautiful town, 
where we were again to difembark. The fcencry here 
might haye adv'antageoufly employed the warmefl pencil. 
The river formed a central object ; on one fide was the 
'own, with its appropriate circumflanccs, and a military 
encampment in front, with all its gaudy enligns ; on the 
other lide lofty perpendicular hills bounded the view i t t 

thc molt fublime ftile. 
Having difembarked, wc proceeded next day by land, 

fome in palankins, others i " fedans and bamboo chairs, 
or on horfeback, as their fancy led them, for the attend­
ant mandarin always confulted us on the mode in which 

-we wijhcd to travel, and as far as pofliblc accommodated 
Vi. W c foon reached the city of Chanfoiyeng, where 
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the Ambaflador was received with due dittinclion. The 
ftreets of this city are narrow, and the fhops which line-
both fides of the ftreets, are in the ufual ftile of Chinefe 
order and fplendour. Leaving this, we palTed another 
walled city, and feveral villages, and arrived at the city 
of Yoofaun, where we were again to embark early in 
the afternoon ; here we drank of tea at the palace of the 
mandarin, and having flowed the baggage on board ano­
ther fleet of junks, provided for our accommodation, we 
went on board, anxious to proceed on our voyage, 
which on account of a heavy rain, we could not do ti l l 
thc 23d. 

On the morning of the 24th of November, we found 1 
ourfelves before the city of Mammenoa. The river now 
ran between enormous maffes of loofe ftone, without any 
continuity or connection, exhibiting the appearance of 
having been fubjected to fome convulfion of nature. 
Some of thefe huge ftones had been excavated into dwel­
lings, and every interfticc between them was occupied 
by gardens, and their attendant buildings. This flu-
pendous fcenery continued for feveral miles; it was 
grand, perhaps unique in itfelf; and where it admitted 
of views into the more diftant country, it produced a moft 
delightful picture. 

W c reached the city of Hoa-quoo in the afternoon, 
where, much to our fatisfaction, we found larger junks 
ready to receive us. The mandarin of the place politely 
fent a variety of fruits and confectionary for the ufe of 
every junk, except that which contained thc foldiers. 
The country through which we palled was rich and fertile, 
a few red rocks occaftonally broke the level of the fcend, 
and a number of rice mills were at work. 

T h c fog was fo thick on the morning of the 26th, as 
to obfcure the country ; about noon it difperfed, and 
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the eye ranged over a level extent of rice fields, interfecled 

with villas and gardens. 
Our provifions had for fome time been very indiffer­

ent, not from neglect, but thc nature of the country. In 
proportion as wc fared worfe, our Chinefe junk-men 
fared better ; they received not only our fuperiiuity, but 
fometimes almoft the whole. 

The 27th prefented a novel fcene, a village entirely 
built of mud, with inhabitants as wretched in appearance 
as their habitations were mean. For this fight we were 
unable to account, in a part of the country where thc i n ­
habitants feemed induftrious, and the earth fertile. W e 
this day received from the mandarin prefents of caddies of 
tea for every perfon in the fuite. 

O n the 28th the river atTumed a formidable breadth, 
and as the wind was high, the waves and furf refcmbled 
thofe of thc fea. W e continued through the day to pafs 
numbers of fifhing boats, which ferved to vary the navi­
gation of the It ream. 

In the afternoon of this day we parted thc city of 
Tyaung-fhi-fennau, which, for extent and the advantages 
of fituation, unqueltionably deferves to be reckoned one 
of the firft in China. Not lefs than a thoufand junks lay 
at anchor before it. It is built near the conflux of fe­
veral rivers, and enjoys a moft extenfive commerce ; the 
grand mandarin of this city paid a vifit to his Excellency 
on board his junk, and made a variety of prefents in 
filk, porcelain, fcarlet cotton, coloured ftuffs, tea, and 
elegant fmelling bottles. 

The only novelty that prefented itfelf in the courfe of 
our voyage on the 29th, was a village built with blue 
bricks, and covered with tiles of the fame colour. C i ­
ties, pagodas, and the palaces of mandarins were now 
become familiar objects, but prefented nothing new, and 



without this defcription would be tedious, and the reader 
w i l l perhaps fay we have already been too minute. 

W e patted two brick kilns and furrounding villages, 
and thc following day wc palled a city lying amid beau­
tiful meadows and orchards, about two miles diffance 
from the river. Beyond this the profpect. became as de­
lightful as fancy can conceive. Mountains rofe into 
the horizon, forefis waved on the Hopes, and flocks and 
herds covered thc vales. 

Numerous cities and villages lined thc banks of the 
river, which now expanded to a great breadth, and 
as thc wind blew frefh, the junks fometimes appeared 
to us in danger of being overfet. At this time thc 
thermometer had funk to forty, and the fields were co­
vered with froff. 

It has been remarked before, that there are no public 
cemeteries, except in the vicinity of populous places'. 
Hence the country becomes a continued burial ground. 
W h i c h ever way we turned our eyes, fome trophy of 
death appeared, and the degree of cmbellifhmcnt it had 
received, marked the rank of the dcceafed. Indeed, ft 
is not uhufual for the Chinefe to erect their funeral mo­
numents in their life-time, and as the choice of fitua­
tion is free, many of them become picturtfquc ob­
jects. 

O n the iff of December, after paffing Taung-faung-
aiT, we failed by the town of Saunt-y-tawn, where fe­
veral fuperb pagodas rofe above the furrounding groves^ 
Numerous timber yards occupied the banks of the river* 
and a large quantity of timber was immerfed in the 
ftream, which, as we were told, was in a ftate of prepar 
ration for the building of junks, the principal bufinefs of 
the place. 

W e were this day fainted with more than ufual ho­
nour by the fort of May-taun-go, which we palled ; a* 
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we Iikewife did a ftately pagoda on the oppofite fide of the 
river. The cities of Loo Dichean, Morriun Dew, and 
Chic-a-fou, which we now approached, all lie contigu­
ous to each other, and art and nature have united their 
efforts to increafe the beauty of this charming vicinity. 
A t a difiance we obferved vaft columns of fmoke, 
which rofe, as we were informed, from a porcelain ma­
nufactory. 

In the evening we reached the city of Chinga-fou. 
Here illuminations, which were peculiarly brilliant, the 
firing of rockets and of artillery, took place in honour 
of the Ambaffador. W e received alfo a prefent of fruit 
and confectionary from the mandarin of the place. 

T o note every object which arretted and pleafed the 
eye of the traveller, would fatigue the reader without in­
forming him. Every bend of the river opened a new 
profpect that gratified the fight, to which no defcription, 
however vivid, can do juftice. The feafon of the year 
was now the moft unpropitious for landfcape beauty, yet 
the charms of nature, intermixed with the veftiges of 
art, imparted fucceffive impulfcs of delight. 

O n the 2d of December we palfed the city of Fie-cho-
jcunau; embofomcd in plantations of trees. From its 
apparent population, and the number of junks employed 
in its commerce, it appeared evidently to be ranked in 
the firft clafs of Chinefe towns. 

T h c next day we had a view of fome beautiful ruins of 
an ancient building, the original deftination of which we 
could not difcover, but from the remains ftill vifible, we 
concluded it muft have once been a work of no common 
magnificence, and it was in all probability a temple. 

•In this part of the empire fituation feems to be duly 
appreciated. The villas of the mandarins, the pagodas, 
and even fome of the private dwellings, arc erected with 
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a difcriminating attention to tta circumftances of the 
place, and thc beauty of the fecnery. 

W e obferved numbers of fifhermen employed in their 
vocation with rods and lines. In lakes and large rivers, 
the fame kind of bait is frequently ufed as at fea. Nets, 
too, arc in very common ufe. In fome places bamboo 
canes, fupporting a curtain of ftrong gauze, arc placed 
acrofs the ftreams, and then the fifh being allured to the 
fpot by baits, are caught in nets with great fuccefs. 

O n inquiry, wc found that the rights of fifliery, as in 
Europe, arc private property. In thofe rivers we navi­
gated, a kind of whiting and trout were the moft plenti­
ful ; thefe arc fold to the crews of thc junks, and the de­
mand for them is very great. 

Eut the moft, extraordinary mode of fifhing in this 
country is by birds trained for that purpofe. Nor are 
hawks or hounds more fagacious in thc purfuit of their 
prey, or more certain in obtaining it, than thefe birds. 
The Chinefe call them Looau ; they are about the fize 
o f a goofe, with grey plumage, webbed feet, and have a 
long and very flendcr b i l l , that is crooked at thc point. 
This aquatic fowl, when in its wild ftate, has nothing 
uncommon in its appearance, nor docs it differ from 
Other birds whom nature has appointed to live on the 
water. It makes its neft among the reeds of the fhore, 
or in the hollows of crags, or where an ifland offers its 
fheltcr or protection. Its faculty of diving, or remaining 
under water, is not more extraordinary than many other 
fowl that prey upon fifh : but the moft wonderful cir-
cmrfftance is the docility of thefe. birds in employing 
their natural inftincfive powers, at the command of the 
fifhermen who poflefs them, in the fame manner as the 
hound, thc fpaniel, or the pointer, fubm.it their refpec­
tive fagacity to the huntfman, or the gunner. 
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The number of thefe birds in a boat are proportioned 

to the fize of it. At a certain fignal they rulh into the 
water, and dive after thcHfli ; and the moment they have 
feized the prey, they fly with it to their boat ; and how­
ever numerous thefe veflels may be, thefe fagacious birds 
invariably return to their own matters, and amidft the 
throng of fifhing junks which are fometimes affembled on 
thefe occafions, they never fail to diftinguifh that to 
which they belong. When the fifh are in great plenty, 
thefe purveyors wi l l foon fill a boat with them ; and wi l l 
fometimes be feen flying along with a fifh OT fuch l i/e, 
as to make the beholder fufptcr, his organs of vifion. 
The Chinefe repeatedly alTerted to us, that when one of 
them happens to have taken a filh which is too bulky for 
the management of a finglc fowl, the red wil l immediate!/ 
afford their afliftance. But while they are thus labour­
ing tor their maflers, they are prevented from paying an/ 
attention to themfelves, by a ring which is palled round 
their necks, and is fo contrived as to fruttrate any attempt 
to fwallow the leaft morfel of what they take. 

W c alfo faw another billing party, which confided of 
at leaft thirty fifhermen, featcd like fo many taylors on a 
wide board, fupported by props in the river, where they 
were angling. There was another groupe of thefe peo­
ple near the fhore, who had embanked a part of the 
river with fand, where, by raking the bottom with a 
kind of fhovel, they caught large quantities ot ihrimps 
and other fhell fifh. 

Early in the afternoon we anchored before the city of 
Vang-on-ehean, where the Ambaffador received a vifit 
from the mandarin, and wdiere we ftaid about twro hours ; 
this place occupies a eonfiderable fpace ; on one fide it is 
bounded by the river, and on thc other by a range of high 
mountains. 

O 2 



A fucceflion of towns and villages enlivened our voyage 
during the fucceeding day. The features of the country 
became craggy and elevated into hills ; but fertility, in 
every poilible fituation, Ihewed the labour of diligent 
cultivation. 

The appearance of indigence is by no means common 
in China, but this day we obferved a duller of cottages 
meanly conftructed of logs of wood, and indicating in ­
ternal wrctchednefs, but the eye had not leifurc to give 
them more than a glance of eommiferation, fo very allu­
ring were the charms of the furrounding country, of 
which the pencil of a mafter might communicate fome 
general idea, but it is not in the power of language to 
convey any correct image even of the individual objects, 
much lefs of the picture formed by thc combination of 
them. When we fay that we faw forefts, gardens, 
mountains, vallies, palaces, cottages, cities, villages, 
pagodas, and mills, with a variety of fubordinate, but 
heightening circumftances, in one view, we certainly 
inform the reader of the conftituent parts of the profpect; 
but to give him any proper ideas of their actual arrange­
ment and relative fituation; of their proportions and 
contraft ; of their general difiance from the eye, and 
comparative diftance from each other, is beyond any ex­
ertion of dcfcription* 

O n the 5th the river became very ffroally, and we an­
chored before dark to avoid the dangers of fuch a naviga­
tion. Th i s day wc palled the city of Yoo-jen-nau, 
fituated at the bottom of a lofty mountain. Here we 
found that thc river on which we had failed, communi­
cated with another of equal magnitude. The pofitio* 
of a city, at the conflux of two large rivers, readily 
points out its convenience for trade. 

Leaving this place, the ftream was divided into 
two ftrcams by a beautiful iflet, in which the manda-



tin had an elegant feat, probably for his occafional re­
tirement. 

In the evening, the city of Kaung.joo-fou prefented 
the moft brilliant nocturnal illumination we had hitherto 
fccn ; and this complimentary attention was heightened 
by a prefent of fruits and confectionary from the man­
darin. 

In our paffage down the river, on the 6th of Decem­
ber, we obferved a number of machines, with which 
thc Chinefe water their grounds. They confift of a 
wheel of bamboo, turned by a ftream, which throw­
ing the water into large refervoirs, it is from thence 
diftributcd by Unices into channels which interfect the 
fields. 

A beautiful village, called Shai-boo, fituated on a 
bold elevation above the river, was the principal object 
in the landfcape, t i l l the attention was called away by the 
pagoda of Tau-ay, the upper part of which being in 
ruins, gave it a piclurefque and imprcflive appearance, 
and well accorded with thc character of the little burial 
place at its foot. 

The town of Whan-ting-taun was the only place of 
any importance wc pafted in this day's voyage. Villages 
were, however, numerous; and fome huts again made 
their appearance, of the molt wretched conftruction, not 
being fuincient to flicker the inhabitants from the incle­
mency of the weather. 

T h e 7th of December was the moft remarkable day we 
had yet experienced, for during our whole progrefs we 
faw neither city, town, nor village. A few farm-houfes 
were, however, difperfed over the face of the country. 
The banks of thc river were lofty, and formed of a 
perpendicular barrier of red earth, ftreaked with hori­
zontal veins of ftone, in a direction perfectly rectilinear. 
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T h i s natural curiofity continued without any deviation 
from this regularity for feveral miles. 

T h c ihallowncfs of the river obliged us again to fhift 
our baggage into junks of leffer burden ; this caufed 
fuch delay, that it was not t i l l late in the evening that 
we found ourfelves in the vicinity of fome town or v i l ­
lage, which we might now not have noticed, had it not 
been for the number of paper lanterns wc faw exhibited 
by the foldiers, and the complimentary falute they paid 
us. 

T h e weather had for fome days been temperate, but 
the face of the country was no longer the fame. Barren 
mountains, feparated by plains that feemed to defy the 
labour of man to produce fertility, now prefented them­
felves on all hands. Some dwarf-trees, however, among 
which the camphire is faid to predominate, broke the 
abruptnefs of the Hopes, and here and there a village or 
a pagoda animated the icene. 

In this place wc obferved feveral fepulchral monu­
ments, with excavations in the rocks beneath, as recepta­
cles for the dead. The moft elevated fpots, the moft 
abrupt precipices, wc general ly obferved, were appro­
priated for the repofe of thc dead. Whether this choice 
was determined with a regard to notoriety, or from"any 
fuperititious opinion, that the body might be placed as near 
as pofiible to that heaven where fpirits wing their flight, 
we could obtain no fatisfadlory information. The amia­
ble virtues, however, of the Chinefe, were rendered 
more confpieuous by thc feeling regard they uniformly 
appear to ihew to the remains of thofe they have once 
loved or rcfpe&ed. 

O n the 9th we arrived at a" city, where the embafiy 
was to make a day's march over land, and accordingly 
we difembarked. The landing-place was adorned with 
a triumphal arch, highly decorated with lilken ftreamers, 
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and connected, by a platform, with a circular court, 
furrounded by a fkreen of filk. In this place a number 
of horfes were collected, with the choice of one of which 
every perfon in the fuite was indulged for the journey 
of the day ; but the Ambaflador, with two or three gen­
tlemen of his fuite, were to proceed, as ufual, in pa-
lankins. The horfes being {elected, the cavalcade com­
menced their progrefs ; and perhaps fuch an exhibition 
of equeflrian exercife and grotefque drefs never before 
amufed a Chinefe populace. The horfes were fpiritcd, 
many of thc riders were new to this mode of travelling. 
T h e cries of fear, and the (bouts of ridicule, were every 
where heard ; and fcarcely could wc attend to the palling 
fcene, fo much were we engaged by thc peculiarities of 
our own fituation. 

Naung-aum-foo, through which we palled, is a large 
wa lkd c i ty ; and though thc river here does not admit 
large junks, from the very great number of fmaller ones 
which lined its fhorcs, we concluded it had no incon-
iidcrable pretenfions to a commercial character. 

A t noon we arrived at the foot of a lofty mountain, 
where we were obliged to difmount ; having gained the 
afcent wc palled feveral villages, and dined at the town 
©f Lec-cou-au, where the road was lined with foldiers in 
armour, to falute the Ambaffador as he palled. 

The women, in this part of our journey, were either 
educated with lefs referve, or allowed a greater fliare of 
liberty, than in thc country through which we had lately 
pafTed, as wc frequently faw them indulging their cu­
riofity in obferving fuch a new and extraordinary fight 
as we mult have exhibited. 

The fplendor of cultivation was exchanged for the 
landfcape of the barren mountain ; however, large patches 
of camphire and other trees fometimes relieved the eye. 



W c arrived at the gates of .Naung-chin-oa, juft as 
the fun had funk beneath the horizon ; this eity ftands in 
a plain, encircled on three fides by hills, and on the 
fourth by the river on which we were to continue our 
voyage. The houfes arc chiefly built of wood, in gene­
ral two ftovies high, and the ftreets are narrow, but 
well paved : in exterior appearance and decoration, it 
preferves the general character of Chinefe towns. 

Soldiers lined the ftreets to facilitate our paffage to the 
mandarin's palace, a very noble building, confifting of 
feveral courts. A fplendid entertainment was provided 
for the whole fuite, and fuch a profufion of lights de­
corated the principal apartments as are never difplayed 
in Europe on any occafion ; indeed illumination, we 
may affirm, conftitutes the grand appropriate feature of 
Chinefe magnificence. 

W e again embarked in the morning of the i i th of 
December, on board fmall junks, correfponding with 
the depth of the river, and before noon wc refumed our 
voyage, failing under a wooden bridge of feven arches, 
wun ftone pillars, ftrongly guarded by foldiers at each 
end. From this point the city appears in a very advan­
tageous view. 

A t a fmall diffance from thc bridge the river divide* 
into two branches, running in almoft oppoflte directions ; 
on that whofe ft ream bore us along we faw a large quan­
tity of fmall timber in rafts. 

In the afternoon we pafted a pagoda, of a more An­
gular conftrucrion than any which we had feen in our 
travels through the country. It confifted of five ftories, 
and terminated in a- flat roof, with trees growing on it. 
The body of the building, from many parts of which 
alfo fhrubs appeared to fprout forth, was covered with a 
white plaifter, and decorated with red paint in its angles 
and interfticcs* 
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The country ftill remained barren and mountainous; 

nor was its rude and dreary afpect enlivened by any 
appearance of cultivation. A eonfiderable town, called 
Chang-fang, was the only place of confequence which 
We palled in the fhort voyage of this day. 

The face of the country Itill continued dreary, and 
artificial circumftances increafed the gloom. Sepulchral 
monuments were thc chief objects which we faw in the 
courfe of the day j the only novelty was floating rafts, 
with feveral bamboo huts, well tenanted, which we 
palled near the village of Ty-ang-koa. 

O n thc 13th, after pafling a eonfiderable town, wre 
came to thc city of Shaw-choo, where the houfes ad­
joining the river appear to be fo flenderly fupported, as 
to threaten conftant ruin to their Inhabitants and the 
paflengers. At the extremity of this city the fleet an­
chored ; and here the Ambaflador experienced thc ele­
gant attention of the mandarin in a very fuperior 
degree. 

In the evening he fent the fuite a Very handfome pre­
fent of china, together with a large fupply of provi-
iions ; we alfo, at a later hour of the evening, received 
a quantity of tobacco, fome ducks cured in the manner 
o f hams, of a very delicate flavour, together with a eon­
fiderable quantity of dried fifh. 

A t this place, junks of larger dimenfions were again 
prepared to receive the embaffy ; and next day we pafted 
through a country fometimes varied with patches of cul­
tivated ground, though mountainous ftcrility was fli l l thc 
predominant feature. 

Towards evening wc found the hills gradually ap­
proaching thc river, t i l l at laft they feemed to clofe, and 
admit only its courfe: this gloomy fcene continued for 
fome time, as i f to heighten the contraft that was to 
open: W c now reached a mountain of immenfe per* 
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pcndicular height, thc upper part of which appears t» 
project over thc dream. Its contour is bare rock and 
fhaggy foliage, and this extends for nearly two miles : 
its termination, like its commencement, is abrupt. At 
the extreme point, a pyramidical rock appears to rife 
above the edge of the precipice, and this is feparated 
by an intervening plain from another enormous rock, ot 
the fame character, though of a different form. 

As a range of hills may be faid to have conducted us 
along the river to thefe ftupendous objects, fo a fucccflion 
of the fame kind continued during a courfe of feveral 
miles after we had left them ; but it was the peculiar 
office of this extraordinary night to awaken our afto-
nifhmcnt by thc grand exertions of art, as well as by the 
flupendous works of nature ; for, at thc concluiion of 
this chain of hills, that had fo long excluded any view 
into the country, we were furprifed with aline of light 
extending for feveral miles over mountains and vallies, 
at fome diftancc from the river, and forming one unin­
terrupted blazing outline as they rofe or funk in the 
horizon. 

In fome parts of this brilliant, undulating line, it 
was varied or thickened, as it appeared, by large bands 
or groups of torches; and, on thc molt eonfpicuous 
heights immenfe bonfires threw their flames towards the 
clouds. N o r was this all , for the lights not only cir-
Cumfcribed the outline of the mountain, but fometimes 
rofe up it in a terpentine form, and connected, by a 
fpiral ih-ejm of light, a large fire blazing at thc bottom, 
with that which reddened the fummit. 

The number of lanterns, lamps, or torches, employed 
on this occafion, are beyond all calculation, as thc two 
extremities of the illuminated fpace, taken in a ftraight 
line, without cftimating the linkings of the vallies, or 
the inequality of the mountain tops, could not contain 



E M B A S S Y T O C H I N A . I C y 
a lefs difiance from each other than three miles. W h e ­
ther thefe lights were held by an army of foldiers, or 
were fixed in the ground, we could not learn ; but it 
was certainly the mod magnificent illumination ever 
feen by any European traveller, and thc mod fplendid 
compliment ever paid to the public dignity of an E u ­
ropean ambaffador. Succefiive difcharges of artillery 
were, at regular didances, added to the honour of tins 
fnperb fpectacle. 

O n the 15th thc grand mandarin ordered the fleet to 
come to anchor, for thc purpofe of indulging the cm-
bally with a view of the mountain of Koan-yeng-naum, 
one of the natural curiofities ol China. It has a per­
pendicular afcent from the water, terminating in a peak; 
and from the face towards the river, fuch enormous 
marks project, as apparently menace every moment to 
fill up the channel of the dream. 

But art has heightened the curious circumdances of 
this extraordinary mountain. It contains feveral ca­
verns. One of them is about forty feet above the level 
of the water. T o this there is accefs by a flight of 
deps, guarded by a rail. On reaching the top of the 
flight, we enter a room of good dimenfions, excavated 
from the rock, in which Hands an image facred to 
Chinefe devotions. A n artificial llaircafe conducts to 
two -other fuperior apartments ; and the whole is fitted 
up by the mandarin to whom the mountain belongs, in 
a dile of rude magnificence, correfponding to the cha­
racter of the place. 

Proceeding through a country prefenting many fub-
lime features, we reached the city of Schizing-ta-heng 
about noon. This place enjoys every local advantage 
that can contribute to render it picturefque in a higH 
degree, 



Lofty banks for a eonfiderable fpa.ee flint out our view 
of the land; and where a cafual opening gave a wider 
profpect, it was not marked with any new features. S i ­
milar objects occurred—varied only by fhape, or difcri-
minated by light and fhadow. 

The evening was cheered with an illumination of the 
diilant hills. The coUp d'ceil was extremely grand, but 
inferior to what we had witnclfed before. 

Next day we faw a number of ftecp rocks, in various 
grotefque forms j they were fometimes tinted with foli­
age, and fometimes the traces of laborious tafle, were the 
prevailing character of the landfcape they afforded. 
Among them arofe a large mountain, fhaded by an hang­
ing forefi:, which was alfo accompanied with circum-
flances that enlivened and adorned it. A t the foot of it 
a road had been cut out of the folid rock, and to com­
municate with it, a large arch of Hone has been built acrofs 
a"deep chafm. In the centre of the wood, there is the 
palace of a mandarin, furrounded whh detached offices, 
and at fome fmall difiance a temple, which belongs to it, 
and contains the image which is the ufual object o f reli­
gious worfhip. There are feveral burying places in dif­
ferent parts of the wood, which arc the maufoleums of 
the mandarin's family to whom the palace belongs. It is 
called Tre-liod-zau. 

This magnificent fcene, which, on a particular turn 
of thc river prefented itfelf, 4s much heightened by a 
contrafled fucceffion of bare and barren mountains. 

W e now reached the city of Tfing-yan-yeun, a place 
well fortified, and of great extent and population. The 
number of junks which lay before it, indicated an en­
larged commerce, and the timber yards pn the banks of 
thc river pointed out its principal trade. Triumpha 
arches decorated the beach ; and feveral regiments of fo|-
fliers paid the military honours as we parted. 

http://fpa.ee
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l>om this city the river takes a direct courfe for fome 

miles, amidft fertile and highly cultivated meadows, and 

the mountains fall into thc back ground. 
This afternoon one of the junks was in imminent dan­

ger of being con fumed by fire occafioned by a fpark fall­
ing u nob ferved from a tobacco-pipe. Indeed, where 
fmoaking is fo generally ufed, it is a matter of aftonifh-
mcnt that accidents are not more frequent and fatal. 

On the 17th wc palled thc extenfive village of Ouz-
chouaa, where a number of manufactories appear to be 
eftabliihed. The country now returned its fertility and 
beauty ; and provifions became both plentiful and excel­
lent. 

In the evening we reached the city of Sangs-we-yumo, 
where the Ambaffador received every honour that thc moft 
elegant attention on the part of the mandarin could pay, 
or his Excellency expect. The illuminations dilphiycd 
here were peculiarly grand. 

O n the following morning wc pafted a ferics of very 
large and populous towns, fo clofcly connected, that we 
fee mod for fome hours to be failing through one city of 
immenfe extent. The falutes were almofl incefTant as 
we proceeded ; and every place poured forth thoufands of 
its inhabitants, though at a very early hour, to obtain a 
tranfient view of an European embaffy. 

W c now approached the city of Tayn-tfyn-tau, a place 
of great importance and the moft extenfive trade. T h e 
fuburbs lie on both fides the river for feveral miles ; and 
i f we may judge from thofe circumftances that fell under 
our infpection, in extent, population, and commerce, 
this city is only inferior to Pekin or to Canton. T h o u ­
fands of junks covered thc river for a vaft fpacc ; and 
fcarcely had we overcome the difficulties and impediments 
of this crowded navigation, before wc found ourfelves 
approaching to Canton, the termination of our voyage. 



Our arrival being notified at Canton, feveral manda­
rins waited on his Excellency ; and thefe-were foon fol­
lowed by the gentlemen of the Englifh factory with the 
Britilh commiffioners and Colonel Ben fon. This offi­
cer brought with him thc public difpatches for the A m -
balfador, and a packet of private letters from our friends 
in England, together with thc newfprpcrs which had ar-
j ived by the laft fiiips. Thofe only who have been fo long 
cut off from any communication with thc land which 
contained all that was dear to them, can form an ade­
quate idea of the anxious joy we felt at opening a letter 
from the relative or friend we loved. 

Next day we were moved into larger junks. The 
magnificence of thC'river at this place baffles dcfcription. 
Its furface was almoft covered with vclfcls, engaged in 
trade, or attracted by curiofity. The banks were lined 
w ith foldiers, and covered with elegant houfes ; and a 
fucceffion of forts thundered out falutes with almoft in-
ceshml rapidity. 

W e reached the 'Englifh factory about one in the af­
ternoon ; and both it and the Dutch factory paid his E x ­
cellency the ufual falutc, hoifting at the fame time thc 
itandard of their refpective countries. 

For fome days it had been a common fight to fee the 
boats generally rowed by women. W e fometimes ob­
ferved a child tied to its mother's back, and another at 
her breaft, while file Was plying the oar. T o a feeling 
mind this fpectaele could not fail to give pain j and it 
maybe remarked, that in Tartary, and the northern 
provinces of China, where the women are lamed, either 
by fafhion or policy, from their infant years, fuch labo­
rious occupations can never fall to their lot. 

A temporary refidence for the Ambaffador and fuite 
had been provided by the Eaft India Company's fuper-
cargoes ; and in point of accommodation and domeftic; 



arrangement," we found it fuperior to the firft palaces m 
which we had lodged, during our long peregrination iu 
China. • 

As we have already given a deicripiion of Canton, 
ftiall forbear adding any thing refpectirig it in this place. 

For feveral days, during the time of dinner, the A m ­
baffador was entertained with Chinefe plays, performed 
on a ftage creded before the windows of his apartments, 
and the Viceroy vifited him once during his ftay, which 
was followed by large prefents of porcelain, nankeen, 
and fugar-candy to the whole retinue. 

On the firft day of the new year, 1794, his Excel­
lency and fuite were fplcndidly entertained by the gentle­
men of the Britifh factory. The band of mulic which had 
accompanied the embaffy, on the requeft of thc factory, 
were permitted to enter into its fervice ; and in a country 
wheje amufements are fo few and confined, it could not 
fail to be a valuable acquifition. 

Degeneracy of manners evidently marks the character 
of the inhabitants of Canton, and this reflection is the 
more melancholy, as there is too much reafon to fuppoie 
the contagion of European example has infected the 
iimplicity of the Chinefe general character ; and rendered 
themfelves objects of contempt to the Chinefe govern­
ment. 

On the. 8th of January the Ambaflador proceeded to 
Whampoa to join the fhips. At the fame time a depu­
tation of the retinue was difpatched to Macao, to make 
preparations for his Excellency's reception at that place. 

Whampoa, beyond which European fliips arc never 
permitted to pafs, is an elegant and populous village, 
about eighteen miles below Canton. The river near this 
place is defended by a fand bank, which prevents the 
paftage of large fhips, except at high water ; and two 



necks of land, projecting on each fide of it, form thc 
celebrated ft rait of Bocca T igr is . 

At this place Van-Tadge-In took his farewell leave of 
the Ambaffador. Our praife or cenfure wi l l not reach a 
perfon of his rank ; but in bellowing praife on this dc-
fervedly diilinguifhed perfonage and moft amiable of men, 
wc gratify thc beft feelings of the human heart, and at 
the fame time do honour to ourfelves. This excellent 
character can never be forgotten by thofe who experi­
enced his afliduous care, his mild condefccnfion, and his 
enlightened conduct, during a long and troublefome at­
tendance on thc embaffy. He held an exalted rank in 
the Chinefe army—perhaps the higheft ; but no dignity 
of fituation had rendered him inattentive to the minuteff 
offices of duty. His mind fcemcd capable of reflecting 
honour on any rank ; with the moft benevolent heart he 
attached himfelf to the interells of thofe in whofe fervice 
lie was employed ; he had even contracted a friend fhip 
lor fome ; and his laft adieu to the Ambaffador and fuite 
was accompanied by the tears of affection. 

O n the 14th Lord Macartney landed at Macao ; and 
took up his refidence with M r . Drummond, one of thc 
lupercargoes of the Eaft India Company. Here the 
gentlemen of the feveral European factories have their 
houfes ; as they are not permitted to remain at Canton 
longer than is abfolutely necefTary for thc purpofe of 
trade. 

The Ion* intercourfe which has fubfifted between Eu-
ropeans and the Chinefe in this place, has not altered th? 
eftabliihed cuftoms and habits of the latter. T h c Chinefe 
never deviate from the ufages of tiieir count 1 y, which 
may be confidered as invariable. 

Without the wall is the common burying-ground of 
thc Chinefe ; and in it we faw feveral memorials of our 
countrymen, whofe allies repofc here. Thofe who <h« 



Jii the Roman Catholic faith have feparate cemeteries : 

the Chinefe, more liberal than the Catholics, fuffer 

their dull to mingle with ours. 
Here M r . Plumb, the interpreter, though offered an 

handfome ciUbliihment i f he chofe to return to Europe, 
quitted the fervice of the embafiy. He left his Englifh 
friends with fenfible regret; but naturally preferred paf-
fijig the remainder of his days in the bofom of his fa­
mily and his country. 

O n the 8th of March, Lord Macartney and retinue 
embarked for Europe, amid the falutes of forts and 
ihips ; and being joined by a large homeward-bound fleet 
of Indiamen, on the 17th proceeded to fea. 

Nothing of any particular confequencc happened du­
ring our voyage. W e arrived at St. Helena on the 19th 
of June, and remained there t i l l the iff of July. 

O n the 3d of September we were ferioully alarmed by 
running foul of a large fleet off Portland Roads, which 
proved to be the Grand Fleet commanded by Earl Howe. 
T w o or three of the Indiamcn received fome damage : 
but, except in this inftance, our voyage was free from ac­
cident, and barren of hvtcrefling occurrence. 

In thc afternoon of this day we anchored fafe at Spit-
head, after an abfence of little lefs than two years from 
our native land. 

In the courfe of the preceding narrative, it was men­
tioned that Captain Mackintofh, and a part of the em* 
bafly, proceeded from Hoaiig-tcheW to Chufan. 

T h e fame kind of fcencry, we are informed, pre­
fented itfelf in thc paffage to Chufan as has been de­
fcribed in the route we made: but the river itfelf was of 
a different nature from that on which we failed ; its courfe 
was occafionally broken by cataracts of a formidable af-
pect; and required all the ingenuity of the Chinefe to 
contrive means to obviate the difficulties of fuch a navi-
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gation. Yet, ftrange as it may appear, they apply the 
mechanical powers to raife veflels into a higher level of 
the river, or fink them to a lower : to effe£t which, two 
ftrong ftentions are fixed in the centre of the river, from 
which two large beams project1 over the water ; to thefe 
blocks ftrong ropes are attached, and the junk being well 
fccured fore and aft, is in a few moments hoiited, with 
all its contents, from one level to another. Perfons ac-
cuftomed to thc bufinefs are ftationed at thefe places ; and 
fo certain and fecure is their operation, that it is fcarccly 
regarded as an impediment or hazard. The fame atten­
tion, we underfland, was paid to Captain Mackintofh 
and his party, during their paffage to Chufan, as to thc 
cmbafly itfelf. 

F I N I S , 
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