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RE LATIONS of voyages and travels have at all
times, and in all ages, fince the invention of letters,

been favourably received by the public : but, perhaps, in
no age fo well as in the prefent; writings of this kind be-
ing bought up with avidity and read with eagernefs, more
efpecially in this ifland, not only by the learned and po-

lite, but alfo by the rude and illiterate. The reafon is
evident, The age in which we live, has not unfrequent-
ly been accufed of frivolity and indolence. With what
juftice, it is not our bufinefs at prefent to determine. Its
turn for experiment, however, and difpofition to enquire
into facts is univerfally acknowledged : and indeed, may,
perhaps, be partly deduced from the principle above-
_Mmentioned. Now every authentic and well-written book
of voyages and travels is, in fa&, a treatife of experimen-

A 2 tal
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tal philofophy. From thefe fources natural hiftory derives
its moft copious ftreams: and the obfervations which, in
compofitions of this kind, every where occur on winds
and feafons, foils and climates, in fhort, on the whole of
what may be called fi/ nature, are undoubtedly of the
greateft advantage to phyfical fcience. With refpet to
moral philofophy and metaphyfics, it may be {ufficient to
mention the works of PaAuw, RaynaL, KaiMEs, and Ro-
BERTSON, to evince the utility of journals and defcriptions
of voyages in thefe and fimilar refearches. It is alfo
worthy of obfervation, that it is the modern philofophers
chiefly, and the living inftructors of our own times, who
have moftly had recourfe to thefe treafures, as containing
the beft materials for the purpofe of building their {yftems,
or at leaft, as being beft adapted to the fupport and con-
firmation of their doctrines.

Few, indeed, are the travellers, whofe writings may be
relied on as the pure fources of truth, unadulterated with
error, or undifguifed by wilful mifreprefentation. But is
the number of writers anfwering to this defcription greater
among thofe who have collected and reported facts, avow-
edly for the purpofe of rendering them fubfervient to phi-
lofophy ? Have not, on the contrary, the major part of
thefe colletors greatly diftorted and mifreprefented the
fa&s they have laid before the public, in confequence of a

~ previous attachment to favourite fyftems? Doubtlefs they

have ;
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have ; and it is therefore in the original writers of itinera-
ries and journals, that the philofopher looks for genuine
truth and real obfervation; as the authors of them for the
moft part have had neither philofophical abilities, nor any
‘other motive fufficient to induce them to report thefe faéts,
otherwife than they have prefented themfelves to their
notice. ! |

The author of this journal, though a man of much 7ea/
‘knowledge and genuine learning, difcovers in every page
of his book too little attachment to {yftem and hypothefis,.
to allow us to fuppofe him likely to be guilty of a fimilar
error. Fired with the love of fcience and of truth, he fet
out for the defert wilds of Africa, without money, and with-
out friends or fupport of any kind; and was even obliged
to labour for fome time, before he could acquire wealth
enough to enable him to put his favourite fcheme in exe-
cution. In this refpect, indeed, he may deferve to be com-
pared to our illuftrious countryman; the prefent prefident of
the Royal Society, whofe zeal for the promotion of ufeful
knowledge induced him, at nearly the fame age, though
at a {fomewhat earlier period, to go on'a much more dan-
gerous and extenfive expedition, than that which is the
'principal fubject of the following fheets, and to facrifice
fortune, eafe and health, in the caufe of fcience.

Indeed, exclufively of the confiderations above-mention-
ed, the work itfelf in every page bears evident marks of

that
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that paflionate regard for truth, which firft infpired the
undertaking. - In the defcriptions of animals he is accu-
rate to a degree; infomuch that it is to be feared, that
fome of his readers,” who are not fufficiently apprized of
their general utility, may think him tedious : but in de-
fcribing fcenes and fituations, whether partaking of the
{ublime, the beautiful, or the ridiculous, he is no longer
an author, he is a painter: and, quitting his pen for the
pencil, fets every object before us in colours equally vivid
with thofe of nature herfelf. Phyfician, naturalift, and
philofopher, neither human manners, nor civil inftitutions,
rural ceconomy, nor police, nething, in fine, efcapes the
keennefs of his obfervation. Never relying on the rela-
tions of others, except when it is impoflible for him to do
otherwife, he fees every thing with his own eyes, and
trufts only to the report of his own fenfes: and at the
fame time knows perfetly well (which is never the cafe
with the ignorant traveller) both how to fee and what to
look for. Hence we have fo many accurate defcriptions
and drawings of animals never before feen, or elfe ftrange-
ly mifreprefented by his predeceflors.

In fact, the account given by him of the whole face of
the country, may be confidered, in a great meafure, as
new : though (befides fuch navigators as have occafionally
touched at the Cape, from whom, indeed, much informa-
tion could not poflibly be expected) feveral others, the

6 chief
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chief of whom are KoLBE and pE LA CAILLE, have either
refided in this part of the world for feveral years, or made
expeditions into the country previoufly to our author. It
might appear invidious in us to expatiate on their demerits,
or to enquire into the caufes of their failure in their re-
fpedtive undertakings. We will therefore rather confine
ourfelves to that which is the fubject of the following
theets.

Our author, together with a fpirit of obfervation not
feen in every traveller, had, as we are informed by his
friend Mr. GrorGE ForsTER, admittance into the houfes
of the firft families at the Cape. 'This advantage he feems
to have been very folicitous to turn to the beft account ;
and to it we, perhaps, in a great meafure, owe the an-
nexed map of the country, which is certainly no fmall ac-

quifition: to geographical fcience.—Before he had attained.
the ftate of manhood, he had prepared himfelf for an ex-

pedition of this nature, by a voyage which he made un-
der his kinfman, the Chevalier ExgsERG ; and the Ama-
nitates Academicee, publifhed under the: infpection of the
great Linnazus, exhibited divers proofs that he had not
made the voyage in vain. On his return to Up/a/, he ap-
plied to the ftudy of phyfic; but his attention was princi-
Pally engroffed by the {cience of botany, which he purfued
With the greateft ardour under its celebrated reftorer, and be-
cameone of his favourite difciples. With an education of this

kind,
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kind, which, it muft be owned, was the moft favourable
that could well have been imagined‘ to fuch a purpofe, he
fet out for the Cape, at a time of life the beft adapted to
an enterprize of this nature, nominally to inftrut the chil-
dren of M. KERSTE, the refident at that place ; but in reality,
to fearch for the works of the Creator in a part of the
world hitherto hardly known to naturalifts. How he has
fucceeded, the reader muft judge for himfelf.—But it was
not this obfcure corner of the rglobe only that he was
deftined to illuftrate. By the arrival of the RESOLUTION
and ADvENTURE at the Cape with Meflrs. FORSTER, he
had an opportunity offered him of extending his refearches
to an infinitely greater diftance, and all nature now lay
open to his view. It was, perhaps, not more to the ad-
vancement of natural knowledge than to that of thefe gen-
tlemen’s reputations, that chance threw fo gre'at a zoolo~-
gift as Dr. SPARRMAN in their way at {o critical a junéture 3
and it is to be hoped, that we fhall one day be informed
of the extent of our obligations to him on this fcore. In
the mean while, we muit content ourfelves with the few
{pecimens he has given us in the Swedifh Tranfactions,
where he has inferted, and ftill continues to infert, the
various difcoveries he has made on the continent of

Africa. .
Our author having, in December 1775, during his ab-
fence from his native country, been promoted to the degree
of
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of do&or of phyfic, was on his return home made a mem-
ber of the Royal Academy at Stockholm, and of feveral other
learned focieties.  After the death of the great entomologift
Baron pE GEER, Who had engaged Dr. SPARRMAN to live
with him at his houfe, the Baron having bequeathed his
magnificent colle¢tion of natural curiofities to the Aca-
demy, our author was made infpe¢tor of it. He was
likewife invefted by the Academy with the nominal dig~
nity of profeflor: and, on refigning to his fucceflor the
charge of prefident of this {ociety, after having held it for
the {pace of three months, pronounced an oration * on
the augmentation and advantages which fcience in general,
and more particularly that of natural hiftory, have ac-
quired, and are farther likely to acquire, from exploring
the Pacific Ocean.” Publifhed at Stockholm in 1778,

To this {hort account of the author it may be neceffary to
add, that we have taken the liberty of reforming the or-
thography of moft of the places mentioned in the courfe
of the work, both with refpe¢t to the map and to the
work itfelf: the author, whofe purfuit was things and
not words, having been carelefs in his language, and
more efpecially in his nomenclature, to a high degree :
as likewife that we have adopted the divifions into chap-
ters and fections made by the editor of the German tranf-

lation, as rendering the following fheets more intelligible,
VoL. I, a and
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and greatly relieving the attention of the reader. Having
mentioned this, we will no longer trefpafs on the rea-
der’s time and patience, but leave this work, which, to
ufe the words of Mr, GEorGE ForsTer, the author’s friend
and German editor, is adapied lo every clafs of readers,
in the hands of its beft judge and protector, the Public,

INTR O-
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N the month of September I had occafion to think of
making a voyage to the fouthernmoft promontory of
Africa. 'What gave rife to this defign, was the following
circumftance.
The ingenious Captain EKEBERG, who never neglets
any opportunity of promoting the interefts of {cience, had,
during a fhort vifit he had made to the Cape of Good

Hope, made it his bufinefs to obtain permiffion to fend
thither a natural hiftorian.

But in order that this perfon, in the courfe of: his re-
fearches after plants, infects, and other objeéts of his
inquiry, might not run the rifque of being confidered as
a {py on the country and its government, and at the {fame
time that he might compafs his intentions with as little
expence as poflible, it was agreed that he thould inftruct

a2 the
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the refident’s children in Falfe-bay in geography, French,

and mathematics.

M. EKEBERG was no ftranger to the turn I had for na-
tural hiftory, having been acquainted with it in the courfe
of a voyage to Canton in China, which I had the happi-
nefs to make under his command, in the years 1765 and
1766. He therefore had me in view when he thought
on this voyage to the Cape.

I accepted his offer with the greateft pleafure, as I had
long wifhed for an opportunity of féeing diftant parts of
the world. Still, however, it depended entirely on the
fpecial favour of the direétors of the Royal Swedifth Eaft-
India Company, whether I could be allowed a paffage in
fome veflel bound for the Cape and Canion.

M. EKEBERG, therefore, mentioned my intended voyage
to the board, as likely to be of fervice to {cience. From
the confideration of {o {pecious an objelt, I was flattered
by thefe gentlemen with the greateft hopes of fuccefs in
my application, till fuch time as, agreeably to their fta-
tutes, a written petition thould be prefented to them omn
this fubject.

The late Archiater LinNzvus, as zealous for the ad-
vancement of his favourite fcience as he was deeply fkill-
ed in it, heard of this with peculiar pleafure; and, in his
own name, drew up a petition- for the voyage to be
made.

The
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The direGtors * well knowing, that a well-regulated com=-

merce as well as navigation in general, has its foundation
in {cience, and at the fame time receives light from it,
while this, in return, derives fupport from, and owes its
extenfion to the two former, not only confented to what

I requefted, but likewife, in their great kindnefs, went
beyond my defires.

Accordingly they ordered, that I fhould have my paf-
fage gratis from Gottenburg to the Cape, together with
every convenience, in one of their fhips, called the Ca/ff/e
of Stockholm, which, it was expefted, would be ready to
fail on the Chriftmas following. The laft-mentioned place
was pitched upon, for the firft ftation to be reforted to for
the purpofe of taking in refrefhments in our way to China.

Before I begin the journal of my travels, I muft affure
every gentleman of a hearty welcome, who intends doing
me the honour to accompany me in them by means of

this paper-conveyance, provided he will deign to be pleafed
with his entertainment.

# Baron Fapian Loevew.

Meflieurs PETER THEODORE KoENIG.
MarTin HOLTERMAN.
DAvib oF SANDEBERG.
~—————— JouN AsranAaM GRiLL.
Joux Marm Ericsson.
CoARLES GopFREY KvysEL.

A man

xiii
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A man who travels to a great diftance from home, can
never meet with the objeés of his refearches in the order
and arrangement that he himfelf would with for: how
then thould he be able to difpofe and .arrange his travels
upon paper, agreeably to every one’s peculiar tafte and
liking ? With refpe¢t to my ftyle, which, in confe-
quence of my being unufed to compofition, is fometimes
fo unequal, as well as unhappy in point of expreflion,
that I have frequently been difpleafed with it myfelf, I
have need, more than moft authors, to beg for the reader’s
kind indulgence. In fat, all my writing for thefe many
years paft, has confifted chiefly in fhort notes and memo-
randums, exprefled fometimes in one language and fome-
times in another, (juft as my occupations and the part of
the world I was in gave occafion to) and {ometimes in many
languages blended together in one. From this medley I
have now tranflated and expreffed in a more diffufe ftyle,
and in my native language, what I had fbrmerly fet down,
in the manner above-mentioned, by way of merﬁorandum
only. And though I do this with pleafure, conceiving
it to be a duty I owe to my curious and inquifitive coun-
trymen, yet the performance of this tafk is by no means
unattended with anxiety ; inafmuch as on account of the
want of practice for many years, proceeding from my at-
tention to affairs of greater importance, I do not find my-

felf
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felf able to come up to the reader’s wifhes in this par-
ticulur.

Neverthelefs, though I can pledge myfelf for the prin-
cipal article requifite in all compofitions of this kind, viz.
for the truth of the occurrences here related, it will be of no
avail, if at the fame time, I cannot avoid being confidered
as being rather unfuccefsful in the choice of my materials,
in the variety and uncommonnefs of them, and laftly, in
the {tyle and manner in which they are prefented to the
public. Indeed, it has been given me to underftand, that
from one, whom a reftlefs inquifitive difpofition has enticed
from his native country, to follow the calls of deftiny all
round the globe, and more particularly through the land
of the Hottentots and the wild and defert regions of Africa,
from fuch a man accounts are expected of a moft en-
tertaining and wonderful import. Nor is this expectation
abfolutely ill-founded. Nature has prefented herfelf to
me in various fhapes, always worthy of admiration, often
enchanting, and fometimes terrible, and clothed with hor-
ror. But at the fame time [ muft apprife the reader, that
a great many prodigies and uncommon appearances, about
which I have frequently been afked by many, who have
been brought to entertain thefe conceits by perufing the
defcriptions of others, are not to be found in my journal.
Men with one foot, indeed, Cyclops, Syrens, Troglodytes,
and {uch like imaginary beings, have almoft entirely difap-

peared
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peared in this enlightened age. At the fame time, how-
ever, many have been hitherto induced to give credit to
tales almoft as marvellous, with which authors, who have
before me vifited and defcribed the Hottentots, have fea-
foned their relations, in order to make them go down the
better with the public. So that the reader muft not be
furprized to find my accounts frequently differ much from
thofe of various of my predeceflors; and at the {fame time,
1 fhall now and then be obliged to take up my own and
his time with fome very narrow limitations of what they
have advanced. Otherwife, in fact, the public would have
reafon to doubt of my own veracity.
I muft here likewife previoufly inform the reader, that
I do not undertake to give a full and complete hiftory of the
Cape of Good Hope, but merely fuch relations concerning
every thing remarkable, as I have either been able to collect,
or have myfelf obferved with refpect to this partof the world.
A deficiency of this kind may, perhaps, even in matters
of importance, meet with a ready excufe from many of
my readers, when it is confidered, that without being ei-
ther rich myfelf, or in the leaft fupported by others, I
undertook an expedition, which, when confidered with re-
fpect to thefe circumftances, will appear to be of no fmall
extent. 'The whole of the fum that I took out with me
to bear my travelling expences was about twenty-five rix-
dollars, and what, by dint of ceconomy, I had made my-
8 felf
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felf mafter of by the time I got home, was fomewhat more
than double that {fum.

Thus {o far was I from being able to purchafe collections,
or to obtain at my eafe, or by dint of money, opportu-
nities of enlarging the fphere of my knowledge, that I
even could not poflibly arrive at them without great trou-
ble and danger. In this cafe, I have been obliged to content

myf{elf with what fortune has thrown in my way, as I may
fay, gratis.

The arranging by way of journal the occurrences and
events which I have defcribed, though in certain refpects
it be not the beft method, is yet in general, the moft na-
tural. In order to acquire an adequate idea of a variety
of objects out of the great number of thofe that have pre-

fented themfelves, it conduces not a little to know on what
days they were feen.

In faét, the time, the manner, and
the order, in which things occur, are accidental circum-
ftances from which much light may be derived. But the
greateft advantage accruing from this method is, that hereby
it becomes eafier both for the writer and reader to diftinguifh,
what is the actual refult of the author’s own experience,
from what he has, in defect of this, been obliged to advance
on the firength of the information given him by others.

At the {fame time, in order to come to a more {peedy
and pleafing conclufion of the travels themfelves, certain

defcriptions, critical firictures, and refleGtions are deferred
VoL. L. b at

Xvil
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at prefent, which will be inferted at the end of the {econd
volume #, partly in the form of notes to this, and partly
conftituting diftinét heads by themfelves. Above two
thoufand of the productions of nature hitherto unknown,
which,in confequence of a moderate degree of attentiononly,
I have difcovered in Africa, (a vountry in many refpeéts
very different from the reft of the globe) but have not been
able as yet fully to arrange and put in order, cannot have
place here, either defcribed at full length, or in the more
comprefled form of fketches and definitions..

* This fecond volume, if it fhould ever appear, muft evidently be confidered as »

work of a very different nature from the prefent: the tranflator, therefore, did not.
think himfelf bound to take any notice of it in the title-page.

C O N-
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on their nature and their different fpecies, Arrival at the Cape, p. 6.
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Refidence at Cape Town.
Defcription of the Cape Town and the adjacent country, The author
walts on the governor and commandant, Sketch of the character and

hiftory of Baron Van Prenm, p. 13. :
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Is entertained on the road at night b}: arich boor, with gritty bread, and
meat preferved with pepper. Peculiar courtefy of the French nation
contrafted with the manners of the Dutch at this colony. Meets
with his old chum, Dr. Thunberg, at Cape Town. Defcription of
Falfe Bay and the adjacent country. Dutch politenefs at table. Story
of an Englith lady going to be married in the Eaft-Indies. Seal-
fthooting. The torpedo. Defcription of various fithes, infefts, and
plants, p. 29. :
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Refidence at Alphen, near Conflantia, till the author’s trip to Paarl.
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yer



G 8 N-B B N ¥ & XX1
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flave’s revenge on his niggardly mafter. At a rich widow’s houfe is in
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New Zealand.

Some events not related by Cook and Forfter, p. 91.

15 S0 (T o TV
Second Voyage from New Zealand to Otabeite, and from thence back again.

Journal continued, p. 97.

R AR SEET EEARER A

Voyage from New Zealand to Terra del Fuego, and from thence farther on
towards the South Pole,

Journal continued, p: 99.

- S DO SRR iy o

Return to the Cape of Good Hope.

Return to the Cape. Ship’s provifions utterly fpoiled, p. 104.
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Journey rrom Care Town To THE CouNTRY OF THE CAFFRES,

5 BUEE, L
Refidence at Cape Town, previous to the author’s African Expedition.
Dangerous fituation of a veffel in Table-bay. A ﬂlile"CCk. Lives of

the crew faved by an old foldier on horfeback, Cruclty and ingratitude
of
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of the government at the Cape. Humane inftitution of the Chinefe in
thefe cafes. Regifter of the weather at the Cape, for May, June, and
July, 1775, p. 113.

8B T B
Preparations for the African Expedition.

- Undertakes an expedition into the interior parts of the country. Equip-
ment for that purpofe. Buys a waggon with twelve oxen. Is actom-
panied by Mr. Immelman, the fon of an officer at the Cape, p. 119.

T Rk AT AR ) § B

Fourney from the Cape to the Warm Bath.

Bad accommodations on the road. Manner of travelling in the African
waggons. Defcription of Guftavus’s fceptre, a plant, No bridges in
Africa. Account of the manner in which they pafs the rivers with
waggons in this country. Defcription of the landfcape about Bot-
river, Wretched wine at Agter de Berg. Sees various forts of gazels
in his way to the warm bath; and likewife whole troops of zebras,

Oftrich-hunting. Method of reckoning the length of journies here;
and of harneffling the oxen, p.-135. :

s E Q.1 IV,

Refidence at the Warm Bath. .

Hottentot-Holland’s warm baths defcribed. The bathing-houfes and
wells. Chemical analyfis of the waters, Cures performed by means -
of them. Differtation on their origin. Remains of a volcano. Onkjes,
vernal flowers of the iris kind ; their ufes in food, and in reckoning
time, Shoots a wild cat in a tree. The different forts of them in this -
country enumerated and examined. Defcription of a porcupine-hunt. -
Cape partridges and pheafants, the korr-hen, and fecretaries-bird, other-
Wwife called the ferpent-eater, defcribed. Ufes of this latter, and its
manner of attacking ferpents. The author frequently vifits a patient :
i thefe parts, and ‘is paid in milk and provifions. ~Wild dogs very
dangerous animals, Their manners. Hunt in packs, and fometimes -

3 turn,
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it.  The author and his
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turn, when hunted, and hunt their purfuers. Tiger-wolf, or hyana, eats
up the carcafes and bones of animals which are left untouched by
other wild beafts, and would otherwife contaminate the atmofphere.
Its cowardly but artful manner of attacking other animals. By imi-
tating the cries of other creatures, it decoys them away from the reft
of the herd, with a view to devour them. Is the moft voracious as
well as watchful of all animals. Betrays its approach by an involuntary
barking, proceeding from an empty and conflantly craving ftomach.
At night is fuffered to enter the town at the Cape, being of great ufe
in clearing the fhambles. Adventure of a drunken trumpeter with a
hyena. This {pecies never before accurately defcribed. Eats up one
of the traces belonging to the author’s waggon. Pretended change of
its fex accounted for; as likewife the ftories of its imitating the human
voice, and enchanting the thepherds, fo that they cannot itir from the

{pot where they are. Seldom caught, and hardly ever thot, Ufe of
this creature’s long fthaggy coat, p. 171.

¢ H A P YV

Journey FrRoM THE WarM BaTH To ZWELLENDAM.

“The driver has not the leaft knowledge of the road. Not being able to

get a Hottentot any where to lead their oxen, make a virtue of neceffity,

and turn ox-leaders themfelves. Procures a Hottentot to drive his

waggon, who gets at the brandy the author had taken with him, for

the purpofe of prc{'erving animals in, and treats his companions with
'

iend in danger of being murdered by thefe
fellows in their liquor. The author puts a live ferpent into the liquor.,

Hottentots ufed to fwallow the poifon of ferpents, confidering it as a
prefervative againft the bite of thefe animals. Is cheated in the bargain
he made for his oxen. One of them runs home. The farm and foreft
at Tiger-hoek defcribed. Defcription of the perfons, clothing, orna-
ments, and arms of the Hottentots. Befmeared with greafe and foot,
which alters their natural complexion. This illdefcribed by authors. The
males have no defeé in the organs of generation, nor have the females
any fuperfluity in thofe parts : what appears there being not natural but
artificial. Hottentots perfume themfelves with the powder of a plant
called bucku. Do not wear the inteftines of animals, ‘but a number of
leathern rings about their arms and legs. Their field fthoes. Method

of making them particularly defcribed. Their craals or villages and

huts, Their manners and difpofition, Bofhies-men, or wild Hotrentots,
Their
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Their maxims and weapons. Live in deferts on berries, caterpillars,
and other infefts. Their amazing voracity. Are fmall and flender,
but, after being caught, are fattened in the fpace of a few weeks. The
colonifts hunt them like wild beafts; and frequently make parties for
the purpofe of catching and enflaving them. Very much given to run
away, but never carry any thing off with them. Almoft always in a
ftarving ftate, and numbers of them perifh for want.  Neither they nor
the Hottentots have any eonception, neither can any be infufed into
them, of a God. Confider rain at all times as an evil. Bully the
thunder. Have great faith in forcery. The forcerers are their phy-
ficians, and cure them of their difeafes by thrafhing them. Inftances
of various cheats put.on them by their forcerers. Thou gh fuperftitious,
are not afraid of darknefs: yet feem to have fome notion of fpirits and
a future life. Refpect, but do not worfhip infeéts of the mantis kind.
Do not worfhip the moon. Kolbe’s miftakes with refpect to this point
corrected.  Chriftianity taught at Tygerhock by a Moravian, who was
accufed of finifter praétices. No remains of religion here at prefent.
Two Hottentot girls pay them a vifit. Their odd behaviour. The
author endeavours in vain to hire a driver for the expedition. At laft
a lad agrees to go as far as Zwellendam with them. Sloth and idlenefs
of the Hottentots, Hard fate and fenfible refle@tions of a flave.
Regifter of the weather for Auguft. Heffaquaskloof, A fingular diforder
among the horfes. The Landroft of Zwellendam offers him a better
team of oxen, State of the weather at that place. Zebras and quaggas,
both fpecies of the wild horfe. The former do not fear the hyana,
but guard the other cattle from its attacks. Both forts eat lefs, and are
more hardy than the common horfe, and might be ufed for drawing.
Misfortune of a man who harneffed fome quaggas to his carriage, before
they were properly tamed. Riet valley. Language of the Hottentots,
compared with that of the Snefe Hottentots, Their mufical inftru-
ments and tobacco-pipes. Curious methed of fmoking. Their card-
playing, improperly fo called by the colonifts, p. 231.

s IR oRe e )
Jour~NEY rroM ZweLLENDAM TOo MuscLe-Bav.

Black-monkies, Groot Vaders-bofch. Stop a bit, a plant growing there.
Lofe their way at night. Saddle-oxen. Vifit a Hottentot craal, and
are entertained: with milk curdled by being kept in the fkins of animals.
Vou. 1. c : Sweet
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Sweet milk unwholefome. The Hottentot Captain Rundganger.
Captain an empty title. 'Captains fpies-on  their countrymen. ‘ Hot-
tentots opprefled by the Dutch, and obliged to fhift their quarters con-
tinually more inland. ~ Thorn- or gum-arabic tree. Large dairy-farms.
River of-butter-milk, Diftin&ion between the carrow, four, and fweet
fields.” The firft rendered fertile by aqueduéls. . Cows that gnaw each

“other’s horns. Hottentots continually fhifting their quarters, from

fuperftitious motives: a pra&tice which prevents the degeneration both
of their lands and cattle. Colonifls faulty in this refpeét. Rhinoceros-
bufh. Qverflowing of Gauritz-river. . Hoar froft ot falt; Defcription
of Mufcle-bay. Houtniquas-land. Algoa-bay. Hints:for. the ad-
vancement of trade and the improvement of the colony, pi26o.

Z
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JourNEey THROUGH THE HouTNIQuas.

beve o

Animals to be found in I—_Ibutqiquas. Defcription of the bofch-bock.

Hadelde-bird. Regifter of the weather. Almoft a whole province intoxi-
cated with a hogfhead of brandy. Defcription of a Hottentot miftrefs.

(=]

his child baptized. @ Style of building in this province. . The author’s
Hottentots run away on being’ corrected for drunkennefs. - State of the
weather in September, p. 293,

~Baflards not chriftened. Stratagem of a burgher at Batavia to get

5 (L
i ‘7.‘2
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Journey THROUGH LancE DaL.

Departure from Houtniquas. Lofe their way on horfeback, Pafs the

night out of doors, expofed to a violent rain. Artaquas-kloof. In-.
fefted with a herb called p— grafs, which kills the cattle with the
ftrangury. Obliged'to live abroad in the air, the walls and every part
of the houfe being covered by flies. Curious method of killing them.
Canna’s land. Miftake of Mr. Mafon with refpeé to ‘it in the Philo-

. fophical Tranfactions. The Canna fhrub, a new fpecies of falfola,
“defcribed.  Method of fertilizing the moft dry barren country. New

- method
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method of drefling partridges. Immoderately fat fheep, with fails
weighing above twelve pounds. = The author bleeds a Hottentot lad.
An inftance of Dutch compaffion. Hottentot women’s lamentation
gver the dead.. The boy comes to life again. African otters and fith.
Taken in by a farmer’s wife in a bargain about a pair of oxen, Strange
cafe of a prolapfus uteri. Lofe their way again. Unkind behaviour of
fome Hottentots., His horfe finks with him into the mire.  Princely
fhepherds. . Miferable condition of Hottentot fugitives. Stone-heaps.
Picfalls for the larger kind of game. Mountain Hottentots. Flight
of a Hottentot child. Coal-black lizard. The dafs, an animal of the
cavia genus, Daffen-pifs taken for petroleum. -Seems to be the
menftrual evacuation of this animal, p. 310." ° e 5

S H SRk P IX.
Journey rroM I.anGE DaL To-SitsicAMMA, AND FROM THENCE TO
Sea-cow River,

Kromme-rivier. EfcKen-bofch. /Fhe pneumiora, an infect fuppofed to live
on the wind. They come to a perfon when called. Bofthies-mem
caroufing on elephants flefh. Defeription and: admeafurement of _the
remains of the carcafe. How this animal was fhot by two farmers.
The belt methods of fhooting thefe beafts difcuffed. © One man will
attack a whole herd of elephants. Ceafe to fly when wounded. ~Ele-
phant’s way of {wimming.. Hiftories of fome- dangerous rencounters
with them, De la Caille’s ftrange anecdote a mere impofition. Do
not copulate-like Human'creatutes. Nevef feen in the act of copula-
tion, excepting once, by two of the author’sacquaintance. Elephant’s
diet. Expence of keeping them. Hiftory and ufe. Negroes buy
and fell the tails at a vaft price from fuperftitious motives. Tails de-
feribed.  Fofiil elephant’s teeth, Mammouth’s bones found in Siberia.
are nothing but the bones of elephants, The theories of Buffon and
others overturned. LEemning-moufe, and other migrating animals, ad-
duced as proofs of the author’s aflertions. Divers inftances of the
fagacity of elephants. Wreck of the Doddington Eaft-Indiaman on
this coaft. Survivors robbed by the Hottentots. A Dutch captain
fent from, the Cape to look after the cargo, comes back purpofely with-
out doing any thing, Bilious fever prevails among the Hottentots,
y A YO YR ' £ Strange
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Strange method of cure ufed by the author. Hottentot-ball. The
bee. Monkey-dance, Polygamy of the Hottentots, Pitiful cafe of
an old polygamift. 'Marriage ceremony performed among the Hot-
tentots by Tprinkling the bride and bride-groom with urine. Manner
of burying their dead. Bury alive or expofe fuch children as have loft
their mothers. -Starve their old people to death. Extenuation of their
crime. . Preparations for the expedition through the defert. White
ants eaten by the Hottentots. Mifchief done by them. Hottentots
imagine the fwarms of locufts with which the country is fometimes
over-run, to be fent'to them for food, Locuft foup. Locufts of ufe
in clearing the lands, p, 368.

ool R A T A

Page 1, line 1, for AVoyage from Gottenburgh, &c. read Voyage from Gotten-

burgh to the CarE.

~—= 18, L. 7, for quaae, read quaade.

—— 40, I. 6 and %, for figgar, read liggar,

a— 34,: L23 beerej:he i q%xir::'s half Ergother, read of,

—— 179, I. 3, for Tigerhoek, read Tygerhoek.

e 236, 1. 15, for wait, read ftop.

o 283, 1. 16, Thould be read thus: and was befides as well befmeared with foot
and greafe,

A VOYAGE
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A VOYAGE rromM GOTTENBURGH, %ec.

N the 1oth day of January, in the year 1772, I
. failed from Gottenburgh in the Cafle of Stockholm;

a fhip belonging to the Swedifh Eaft-India Com-
pany. The wind was favourable, fo that we foon dif-
miffed our pilots, and even in a fhort time loft fight
of the delightful paftures of Sweden. We found the
weather, as it ufually is at this cold {eafon, fome-
thing milder in the open fea, than it was upon the
coaft. The Swedifh Eaft-Indiaman, the Louifa, deftined

for Cadiz, to take in refrefhments there, with money
Vor. L B for

1772
anuary.
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for both fhips, kept us company till we paffed the north of
Scotland. The ftormy weather however, ufual in thefe
parts, and at this time of the year, made us {eparate before
we intended it. 'The wind blowing ftill ftronger likewife,
carried away our main-tep-fail, though it was quite new,
and made of a ftrong cloth. The damages were reckoned
to amount to feveral hundred rix-dollars.

This ravage and deftruction afforded in itfelf neverthe-
lefs a fine fpeftacle, which to me was entirely new.
Sudden gufts of rain now combined with the night to
throwd every thing in darknefs. Let the reader reprefent
to himfelf for a moment the foaming billows on all fides
furrounding the fhip, and fwelling up fometimes even to
our yard-arms ; while the long fhivers of the top-fail got
loofe, and being white, were diftinctly difcerned waving
to and fro in a moft alarming manner, and at length to-
tally vanifhed through the darkened air. At the fame
time the violence of the wind caufed thofe parts of the
fails which yet remained on the maft, together with the
ends of the broken cordage, to beat about, and crath
with fuch force as for a time to drown every other
noife.

This fpectacle did not make the lefs impreflion, when
by degrees we could better diftinguith the roaring of the
fea, the {well of the waves, the bluftering of the wind,
and the crackling noife made by the mafts and the joints
of the planks; particularly when to this we add, that the -
captain was continually roaring out, and was anfwered in
the fame ftrain by the men at the helm, flar-board and
port, as the ftem of the fhip heaved to right or left;

not
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not fo mention the ufual noife and buftle from all quar-
ters of the deck, the failors and tackling being in con-
ftant agitation and motion.

On the 2d day of February in the afternoon, when we
had got to 34 deg., 22 min. N. lat. 1 deg. 32 min. eaft of
the meridian of Paris, a fhip at a diftance fired {everal guns,
thereby giving us to underftand that fhe was in diftrefs,
and defirous to fpeak with us. We accordingly waited for
her coming up, and found her to be a Dutch Eaft-India-
man, called the Duivenbrock, bound homewards, and com-
manded by Capt. CoNrAD Loute. They had loft their
rudder, and in confequence of the great fwell of the fea,
had not been able to lafth on another; on which account
likewife the fhip had got fo far out of her courfe. The
crew were emaciated to a great degree, and in want both
of water and provifions. Our commander made them a

prefent of as much of both as their long-boats were able

to carry; butatlength, the night coming on, and the wind
blowing up frefher, they were deprived of that farther de-
gree of afliftance, that every one of us very much wifhed to
give them. Even our common failors not only fhewed
great compaffion on their parts, but affifted them effec-
tually out of their own ftock with tobacco, and other re-
frefhments. .

On the 12th day of February, juft under the tropic, or
24. 51. N. Lat! we {faw a fea animal feven or cight feet
long, known to fea-faring men by the name of the /fea
devil, ' 1t is reported by writers of voyages, to be very
dangerous to the people engaged in the pearl-fifhery. In
a Voyage to China I formerly made, I happened to fee one

B 2 of
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of thefe animals, and on examining it, concluded it to be
a {pecies of RAv.

On the 211t day of February at fix in the evening, 3 deg.
24. min. N. of the equator, we obferved a beautiful meteor.
It was like a red hot cannon-ball, which waved to and fro
with a gentle whizzing noife, directly over our veflel, and
between the maft-tops; but notwithftanding what the
failors prognofticated from it, it did not feem to bring
with it any change of weather.

On the 4th day of March we pafled the line, when a
number of idle ceremonies were performed according to
cuftom.

On the gth, at about 37 deg. S. lat. and 21 deg. weft

of Paris, befide the ufual lights that frequently appear
{parkling, as it were, on the furface of the fea, there was

feen in the night a ftrong gleam of light, called by the
failors maarfken, or fea-fhine. - It appeared chiefly in a
round form of three feet diameter, and was like a glow-
ing light throughout its whole extent. As the fhape
of it was fometimes changed to an oblong, it was con-
jeétured, from this circumftance, to be occafioned by the
dafthing of the fea. With luminous bodies of this kind
the whole extent of the ocean was now adorned, fome-
times at the diftance of feveral times the length of the
fhip from each other, and fometimes only a few . feet
afunder. We were not fortunate enough te examine them

nearer. 3
The wind at times blew frefh, being fometimes accom-
panied with heavy fhowers of rain. The next day there
was nothing uncomumon to be obferved on the furface of
the
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the fea, that might be confidered as the caufe of this
luminous appearance. A night or two before this, we had
- already begun to perceive fome of thefe lights. The wea=

ther at that time was only overcaft. Some of the moft
experienced among the failors informed me, that thefe
lights were met with particularly in the north feas, as well
as in the creeks on the coaft of Mexico; and that from
thefe appearances they ufed to prognofticate a {peedy
change in the weather. The lights that are ufually {een
in the fea are fuppofed to proceed partly from the confti-

tuent parts of the fea itfelf, and partly from the fith and

otherkinds of infinitely fmall animals which have their abode
there.
any navigators fpeak of them. Are they not occafioned
by fome {limy or gelatinous animals (fuch as the mollufea),
which only of nights, at certain places, and in confequence
of certain changes of the atmofphere, rife to the furface

of the fea? The fame rifing and finking motion, which
I now obferved in thefe animals, I remember to have per-

ceived in the Medufe, particularly in the year 177 5, in the
bays about the Cape of Good Hope, after my return from
my voyage round the world. At that time it had been
ftormy the whole preceding night, with a great part of the
following morning; when, to,my great amazement, after
fo long a voyage, I now, for the firft time, {aw thefe fea-
animals in fuch quantities, as to form a thick mafs of fe-
veral fathoms depth, as if they had been preffed down
together. Where they were collected into a thinner mafs,
One might difcern that one part of them was blue, ano-
ther of a flame-colour, and another again of a lighter

hue.

But with refpect to the maarfken, 1have not found

1772+
March.
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+27%  hue. They were moftly of the form of a necklace (#7074l

A~/ formes,) and at that time were probably driven together in fo
great numbers by the ftorm; fo that the great quantities of
maar/ken, {ferve to give a ftill greater degree of credit to my
conjecture. A {mall corner only of the fea, viz. Table-bay,
at this time afforded nourifhment to more animals at once,
than perhaps are to be found on the whole face of the
earth. This opened to me a door, if I may be allowed the
expreflion, to nature’s copious ftorehoufe in the deep; fo
that at one hafty view I could get a glimpfe of that
amazing fuperfluity, which feeds millions of fifhes, and
at the {fame time lines the infide of the whale, that great
Coloffus of the deep, with that oily fatnefs, with which
it abounds.

It may from hence be readily concluded, that it was
thefe infects that the fat fea-lions and {feals, diving and
amphibious fowls, many kinds of albatroffes, (diomedee)
procellarie, together with fea-gulls of all forts, were in
queft of, when I faw thefe latter fo afliduoufly hunting
about near the Cape, and in the South Sea.

On the 12th of April we got fight of the Cape, and
came the fame day to anchor in Table-bay.

CHAP
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RESIDENCE AT THE CaPE ofF Goop HOPE TILL THE
AUTHOR’S VOYAGE TO THE SOUTH SEA.

R O e I

Refidence at Cape Town.

HE Cape is ufually mentioned in too high terms A

by fea-faring men ; particularly by fuch as have been \ ~~
there only for a fhort time. The reafon probably is, that
people, who are weary of a long and tedious voyage of
feveral months duration, are ufually enchanted with the
firft {pot of earth they fet foot upon, of which they after-
wards make their reports according to the impreflion it
firft made upon them. This is fo much more likely to
happen with refpect to the Cape, as fea-faring men are
{feldom ufed to ftay there long enough to be weary of it.
On the contrary, however, it is not unufual for failors to pine
and grow unhappy even here, after being fome months on
fhore, and to long to go to fea again, I have been infor m}“-;d
;
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RS i by Captain Coox, that he, as well as Sir JosEpH BANKS
‘i~~~ and Dr. SOLANDER, prejudiced by the relations of others,
confidered the Cape, the firft time they faw it, as the moft
delightful and fertile place in the world. So that even
the barren heaths to the north of the town, were at the
{ame time very innocently miftaken for fine fields of corn.

For my part, not to lead my readers into any error
concerning this point, the account I here give of the Cape
has not been written without fome confideration. - I mutft,
notwithftanding, previoufly remind them, that a view of the
map inferted at the end of the book, will give the beft
and cleareft idea of the pofition of the harbours and
creeks of this part of the world, as well as of the names
and fituation of the different mountains. ~ By this means
the following defcription will be the more eafily un-
derftood.

The town itfelf is the only one in the whole colony,
and is properly called the Cape, though this name is often
injudicioufly given to the whole fettlement. The above-
mentioned town is fituated between the fhore and the north
fide of the mountain, which, in confideration of its appa-
rent equality of furface, has obtained the name of the Table.
According to the meafurement of the Abbé de la Cailles,
the fhore of this bay is 5o toifes above the furface of
the fea, and 1344 toifes in length, when taken from Eaft
to Weft; the middlemoft part of it being fituated South-
eaft of the town, and 2000 toifes from it.

Duyvel’s-Kop, (the Devils-Head,) called by the Eng-
lith Charles Mountain, is in a great meafure conneéted
with the Table Mountain, but is full 31 toifes lower,

5 and
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and at the fame time is peaked and bare. Leewwen-Kopy 775
called by the Englith the Lion’s-Head, and likewife the \ A~
Sugar-Loaf, is a hill more feparated, but lefs elevated,
than the former : the fame may be faid of its neighbour,
the Leeuwen-Staart, called by the Englifh the Lion’s-Rump,
and likewife the Lion’s-Tail.

From one of thefe fignals are given, by the firing of
guns for every veflel that comes that way, and appears
bound for the harbour. When they approach ftill nearer,
a flag is hoifted on this mountain, which ferves for a
fignal to the captains of the Dutch fhips; but nobody but
they and the governor of the Cape know, how the colour
of the flag is to be varied for each refpeftive month.
The intention of this regulation is, that a Dutchman who
is coming into the harbour, may immediately know, if the
harbour is fallen into the hands of the enemy, and ac-
cordingly take care not to run into-it.

The above-mentioned hills are in a great meafure bare,
and that part of Table Mountain that looks towards the
town is pretty {fteep. The bufhes and trees (if they may
be {o called) which here and there grow wild, are ftunted
partly by their own nature, and partly by the South-eaft
and North-weft winds. Hence they, moft of them, look
dried up, with pale blighted leaves, and, upon the whole,
have a miferable appearance. Some of them, fheltered
by the cliffs, and at the fame time watered by the rills that
run down the fides of the mountain, may perhaps be fome-
What more healthy and vigorous ; but they are univerfally
d?ﬁci‘ent in that lively verdure which adorns the oaks,
vines, myrtles, laurels, lemon-trees, &c. planted at the
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w772 bottom near the town. Still farther on, the dry heathy

WA~/ lands and fandy plains on the ftrand, contribute to give
the country an arid and barren look. It muit be owned,
indeed, that a confiderable quantity of the moft beautiful
African flowers are {cattered up and down in different parts
during the fine feafon; but they cannot {hew their fplendid
colours to any great advantage among the various kinds of
grafs here, which are moftly perennial and of a pallid
hue, among the dry bufhes, and in the fields, which, at
leaft near the Cape, are almoft continually grazed off.
Thefe plains, therefore, cannot captivate the eye, nearly
fo much as the European Flora, with her green meadows
replete with annual grafs. I am ready to allow, indeed,
that the verdant plantations, tegether with a few acres of
arable land round about the town, make a beautiful ap-
pearance, oppofed to the African wilds and deferts with
which they are furrounded, and which ferve to fet them
off to a greater advantage ; but then clipped and trimmed
trees, with regular plantations of groves reared up by art,
cannot fo long keep their ground in our tafte, as that
lively verdure of nature which a European, at leaft after
having refided for fome time at the Cape, I think cannot
help miffing.

The town is {mall, about 2000 paces in length and
breadth, including the gardens and orchards, by which
one fide of it is terminated. The ftreets are broad, but
not paved ; a great many of them are planted with oaks.
The houfes are handfome, two ftories high at the moft ;
the greateft part of them are ftuccoed and white-wafhed
on the outfide, but fome of them are painted green : this

latter



CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 1T

latter colour, which is never feen upon our houfes in 177z

April.
Sweden, being the favourite colour with the Dutch for \~~J
their clothes, boats, and fhips.

A great part of their houfes as well as churches are
covered with a fort of dark-coloured reed (Reffio relforum)
which grows in dry and fandy places. It is fomewhat
more firm than ftraw, but rather finer and more brittle.

How this thatching is performed, certainly deferves the
confideration of our country gentlemen and men of landed
property ; and a defcription of it will be given by Captain
Ekeberp on fome other occafion. The reft of the houfes

in the Cape are covered with what is called Italian tiling,
which refembles the flat tiles we ufe for floors.

The company’s gardens, fo differently fpoken of by
KoLBE, BYroN, and BoUGAINVILLE, are the largeft in the
town, being 400 paces broad and 1000 long, and confift-
ing of wvarious quarters planted with cale, and other kinds
of garden ftuff, for the governor’s own table, as well as
for the ufe of the Dutch fhips and of the hofpital. Fruit-
trees are planted in fome of the quarters, which, in order
to fhelter them from the violence of the South-eaft wind,
are furrounded with hedges of myrtle and elm. Befides
this, the greater walks are ornamented with oaks thirty
feet high, which by their fhade produce an agreeable cool-
nefs, and are much reforted to by the ftrangers that vifit
the port, and chufe to walk in the heat of the day.

The four quarters that lie meareft to the governor's
refidence, which is fituated in the pleafure-garden towards
the north, have indeed fome beds of flowers in them; but
this pleafure-garden is very far from deferving the com-
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mendations beftowed upon it by KoLBE, who cries it up as
having no equal, and being ftored with the moft coftly
plants from all parts of the world. At the end of the
pleafure-garden and to the eaft of it, is the menagerie,
palifaded and railed off, in which are fhewn offriches,
cafuaries, sebras, and fometimes different forts of antilopes,
and other fmaller quadrupeds, almoft all of them natives of
the country. In another partition are kept various fo-
reign and domeftic fowls,

The fortifications lie fome hundred paces north of the
town, being {eparated from it by a verdant mead, which is
cut through with canals and roads. On both fides of the
town towards the ftrand, batteries are placed; and to the

fouth, where the land is higher, are feen the burial grounds
of the Chinefe and free Malays that live at the Cape; as

well as one belonging to the Dutch, which has a wall
round it. But what difgraces the town is a gallows, with
racks and other horrid inftruments of torture, which the
governor has lately ordered to be erected in the place of
honour, if I may fo call it, or oppofite to the fortification
in the above-mentioned meadow. Befides this, the well-
known hardnefs of heart of the Dutch {ettled in the Indies,
has thewn itfelf here by two other gibbets ereted with-
in fight of the town, viz. one on each fide of it,

On the 3oth of April, being the morning after we
came to anchor, I for the firft time fet foot upon African
ground. ‘The firft thing I did was to wait upon the go-
vernor, Baron JoACHIM VON PLETTENBERG, to whom I
paid my refpects, and intimated my wifh to live under his
protection.  As foon as he was informed of the nature of

uy
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my appointment, he granted my requeft without the leaft
difficulty ; and foon offered me the privilege of practifing
phyfic, as I had given him to underftand, that it had been my
principal ftudy. Upon the whole, I received great civilities
from many members of the regency, particularly from
the commander of the troops, Baron van PREHM, who
was an African born; but, what is very rare with his
countrymen, and to his honour muft be mentioned, he
had vifited Europe, and was a lover of {fcience. - Neither
muft it be pafled over in filence, that he had {ferved in the
capacity of a Pruffian aide de camp in the laft German war ;
and, as a proof of his having been in the wars, bore about
him the fcars of feveral wounds. As it may give pleafure
to fuch as are fond of hearing that merit meets with its re-
ward, I will add, that he returned invefted with the place
he now enjoys, and about the fame time made his fortune,
by marrying the fineft woman in the whole colony.

-~
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Refidence at Bay Falfo.

LTHOUGH 1 had already been fome days at the
Capey 1had not yet had an opportunity to fee the
refident, (now fﬂb-gawernor) whofe children I was to in-
ftruét. The reafon was, that he was gone to Bay Falf,

about eighteen miles from the Cape, in order to receive
and make provifion for the :[hlps which had juft before

run into the Bay. I therefore fet out to pay him a vifit
there; but ftaid over night at a refpetable yeoman’s, to
whom 1 was addrefled, in order that he might be my
guide. Here I for the firft time found, what inconve-
niences a man is expofed to, who does not underftand the
language of the people among which he lives. I had
made a fhift to pick up a little German in my voyage from
Gottenburgh to the Cape ; but this was but of very little
{ervice, either towards my making myf{elf underftood in
this place, or towards my underftanding a Dutchman in
his language. The neceflity, however, that I was under
of communicating my thoughts, contrary to what I had
fuppofed, increafed my power of comprehending others,
as well as that of exprefling my own meaning, My
hoft, who was very inquifitive with regard to affairs

3 in
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in Europe, as well as defirous to get fome information on
medical fubjeéts, was inceffantly propounding his queftions
to me, as well as he could, in the German tongue. I, on
my fide, repeated my anfwers again and again, exprefling
them, in I myfelf did not know what language. It fhould
feem, that the German, Swedifh, and Dutch languages
have a great analogy to, and much in common with each
other; but the great difference in the pronunciation of
them, as well as in their dialects, {feldom allows one to per-
ceive the fimilitude. My phlegmatic hoftefs, who ftood
by with open mouth to overhear our converfation, without
underftanding one fingle word of it, relying upon my ig-
norance of the language, afked her hufband, whether any
thing elfe than abfolute want of the neceflaries of life in
Europe could poffibly induce me, and many other ftran-
gers, to come to refide in Africa? 'This remark fhewed,
that fhe had conceived very indifferent notions of ftrangers;
- and was the more difficult for me to digeft, as they had
given me a very moderate fupper, confifting of ftewed
red cabbage, meat preferved with pepper, and gritty bread.
I mention this, however, only as a proof, that the Afri~
cans, ignorant of every thing beyond the limits of their
own habitation, univerfally entertain moft advantageous
and flattering ideas with refpect to their own country.
The next morning I arrived at Bay Falfo. 'The refi-
dent there promifed to perform his engagement with
Captain Exeserc, and likewife conferred upon me im-
Mediately the poft of interpreter between him and the
French, who came to that harbour. The politenefs of
this nation in conjecturing what one is going to fay, and

at.
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at the fame time correéting one in the moft infinuating
manner when one makes ufe of an improper expreffion in
their language, was at this junéture extremely agreeable
tome; and the more fo, as I had not the leaft knowledge
of the diale® and terms in ufe among them in India. In
this kind of civility, which proceeds from a good difpofi-
tion as well as a good education, many of the inhabitants
of the Cape, the fair fex in particular, were moft la-
mentably deficient. On this account, the Europeans are
apt to conceive rather unfavourable ideas of the politenefs
of the African colonifts. However this be, thefe latter
learn very little of any foreign language, though they are
otherwife indefatigable in their applicition to trade, and
every thing that tends to their emolument ; and although
the income of the whole colony, as well as the particular
intereft of moft of the inhabitants, depends entirely on
their trade with foreigners.

The next day I went back again to the Cape, to fetch my
baggage from on board of fhip, and takeleave of my friends.

I could not help being tenderly affected at parting from them,

and indeed this was the laft time that I faw many of them.
It was not till I had loft fight of the Swedifth colours, that
I felt myfelf an abfolute firanger on the African coaft.
During the few days, however, that I yet had to ftay in
town, I enjoyed the greateft felicity in the company of an
old Upfa/ chum, Dr. THUNBERG, now demonftrator in
that univerfity, whofe tafte for botany had induced him to
undertake a voyage to this remoteft point of Africa. He
travelled at the expence of fome gentlemen in Holland,
and had come hither with a Dutch fhip a few days after

me,
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me. Nothing could haye happened more unexpected to

him, than to fee in perfon at the Cape, a man whom, agree-

able to the lateft advices, he now fuppofed to be at Upial,
engaged in courfes of academical le&ures; and nothing

could be more pleafing to him, than to reccive the letters
which I brought him from his friends and relations.

I was foon however obliged to return to Falfe-bay, by
which means I loft the company of my countryman, who
alone could make the Cape for me a little Sweden; and ren-
der our favourite ftudy, which we both applied to in com-
mon, {till more eafy and delightful. In the meanwhile,
perhaps none but a lover of natural hiftory can imagine,
what pleafure we enjoyed together among the herbs and
flowers. At firft almoft every day was a rich harveft of
the rareft and moft beautiful plants; and I had almoft
faid, that at every ftep we made one or more new difco-
veries. And as I had many Swedifh friends, and parti-

_cularly the great LiNN&uUs, always prefent in my memo-
ry, every duplicate or triplicate of the plants that I ga-
thered, gave me a fenfible pleafure; though my covet-
oufnefs for myfelf and my friends, frequently induced me
to gather more than I was able to attend to, and dry in a
proper manner. ‘This, doubtlefs, happens more or lefs to
every botanift who travels into foreign parts : but befides
this circumftance, I was not a little taken oftf, by my bu-
finefs with the refident, from the more agreeable applica~
tion to my beloved fcience.
~ By this means I was often deprived of opportunities of
mveftigating fome of thofe plants that I had colleéted : 1
therefore neglected no opportunity of fending to Sir CHARLES
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A5 LINNEUS duplicates of every thing I found, together with
W~/ my remarks upon them. Unfortunately this great man’s
illnefs, declining years, and intervening death, have prevent-
ed us long from feeing them in print, in a Mantifa tertia.
I was now to refide in Faffe-bay till the end of the
winter, which is called the bad {feafon (in Dutch, guaae
mouffon,) and is reckoned from the 14th of May till the
14th of Auguft. It is not diftinguifhed by any particu-
lar degree of cold ; for we had frequently at this time the
fineft fummer days. Once or twice there fell fome hail,
but I never faw any fnow. We had fometimes the moft
violent thowers of rain, and that moftly for feveral days
in continuation, by which means the air was very fenfibly
cooled, We were not unfrequently troubled with the
north-weft wind, and this is principally the reafon why the
Dutch fhips, at the time of year before-mentioned, have
been ordered to run into Zable-bay, ever fince the year
17223 when out of ten fhips belonging to that nation
lying there, eight were caft on fhore and loft. This like~
wife has induced the Dutch company to have ready at hand
every neceflary for their fhips, under the infpe&ion of the
Refident at Falfe-bay. ‘They have ereéted here an exten-
five magazine, which at the fame time includes forges and
baking-houfes, with houfe-room for the workmen, who
do the whole duty of the guard, and are commanded by a
ferjeant and two corporals. The flaughter-houfe makes a
diftin¢t building by itfelf, as do likewife the Refident’s
houfe and the hofpital. About the time of my departure
from Africa, they were building another large and hand-
fome houfe for the accommodation of the Governor, when

“he



CAPE ofr GOOD HOPE.

he chufes to retire thither for his pleafure. Good frefh
water is conveyed from the neighbouring hill to a quay,
where it is very convenient for ufe. A tradefman or two
have got leave to build an inn here, in which, however, there
is not always room and‘conveniencies fufficient to receive all
fuch as, after along fea-voyage, are defirous of refrefhing
themf{elves on thore ; the fhips thatland here being chicfly
fuch as contain not much above twenty paflengers. Board
and lodging are paid for here as at the Cape, from one rix-
dollar to one and a half a day ; a tolerable good table is like-
wife wfuilly kept here, and the attendance is none of the
worft. A perfon that wifhes to go poft from Falfe-bay to
the Cape, a diftance of about fixteen miles, will find it com-
paratively dear enough. Three or four rix-dollars muft be
paid for afaddle-horfe, and from twelve to fixteen for a
waggon ; which is, for the moft part, inconvenient, and
ufually drawn by three or four pair of horfes, or elfe by
the fame number of oxen. ‘

- Excepting in the ‘winter, m{/é-fbay is feldom -ar ever
vifited by any fhips, as the fouth-eaft wind, which pre-
vails at every other time of 'the year, makes this Bay in
many refpets inconvenient ; blowing ‘with fuch violence,
as to cover two hills there with a thick layer of drift {and,
all along from the ftrand up to their very tops. This ridge
of fand is feen from afar from ‘the mouth of the harbour,
and ferves as' a beacon for fhips; for Sinon’s-bay, which
is the place where they are to-anchor, lies direétly from
the.eaft, or fomething ‘more to the fouth. Thé breadth of
Falfesbay is not fo great, but that in clear fine weather
one may fee from Simon’s-bay the lands laying oppofite 1'1111
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A;Zj_' the eaft, or the Schaapen-Bergen (Sheep-Mountains) in Hoz-
A ~J rentots Holland; and with a perfpective glafs, one may even
diftinguifh the houfes in the laft mentioned place.

From the point of land, called the Cape of Good Hope,
ftraight on to the town itfelf, there is extended a chain of
hills, which, following the courfe of the ftrand in Simzon’s-
bay, is continued to the northernmoft part or bottom of
Falfe-bay ; and afterwards, firiking off to the weftward to
Conflantia, goes on to the north of it, to join Table-
“Mountain.  'This range of mountains, however, reckon-
ing from Simon’s-bay, is intercepted in two places, viz.
firft, by means of a dale near Con/lantia, through which the
road goes to Howt-bay; and next, by a fandy vale a little
to the north of Simon’s-bay. . Through this vale there is
a fhort way between the weftern and eaftern coafts; and
in all probability it was formerly a {mall ftraight or found,
which has been gradually filled up by the winds and furge
of the fea. The whole of the low lands, confifting of
fandy plains and tracks of heathy country to the eaft of the
town, was in‘all likelihood formed in the fame manner;
and the Cape of Good Hope was in the beginning an
ifland, which was not conneted with the Tiger-Moun- :
tain and fhore of Hottentots Holland, but by degrees, and
in the courfe of time. Itis, in my opinion, particularly
with fand, fea-fhells, trunks of trees, and fuch like rub-
bith, that the fea has thus encroached upon the land, and
{et itfelf narrower limits. ‘To this the violence of the
fouth-eaft wind contributes not a little, as it fometimes
tears up hedges, trees, and vegetables of all kinds by the

roots,
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roots, at the fame time cafting up high ridges of fand, as
I mentioned before.

Even Zable-bay is by degrees grown fhallower; fo that
the houfe that is built by the fea-fhore is now farther from
it, and time after time they have been obliged to lengthen
the quay that has been made in the harbour. Farther,
in refpect to this circumftance, I can refer to the fhells of
different fizes that I found in the fandy parts of a meadow
a little below Tiger-Mountain. A well-behaved and {en~
fible yeoman, CorNELIUS VERVEY by name, who con-
ducted me to this place, fituated at the diftance of about two
leagues from the fea-fhore, was of opinion, that the fea-
Thells were left in that place, after the fea had retired from
it, but were by no means brought thither by the Hotten-
tots, as they could not poffibly live there on account of
the want of water.

The road between the Cape and Falfe-bay is very heavy,
and even fometimes dangerous. At this latter place, at
the time that the fouth-eaft wind prevails, there is wont
to be fo high a tide, that the fea, even at its loweft ebb,
at fome places rifes up to the foot of the mountains, which
partly encompafs this extenfive harbour; fo that one is
obliged to travel for a long way (as it were) below the
fhore, though the f{urf or furge of the fea often rifes above
the nave of the wheels, and even into the body of the
waggon ; nay, it fometimes feems as it would carry out
to fea waggon, horfes, and all. For which reafon they
have in general extremely firong and {ubftantial waggons,
and fteady horfes, that are accuftomed to this kind of
work, together with fober and fkilful drivers, fo that an

accident
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accident of this kind cannot eafily happen : relying upon
thefe, people fometimes even drive a little below the fea-
fhore, as the fands are there prefled down and even ;
whereas higher up they are loofe, deep, and heavy. ' In
a large plain, that clofes up the north fide of Falfe-bay,
there is a confiderable ficld of f{and, through which the
road is carried. ‘This the violent rains, that fall in the
winter {feafon, joined to a higher tide than ufual, are wont
fometimes to lay entirely under water ; fo that travellers
are in danger of getting up to the middle in holes and pits.
Some accidents of this kind happened the winter I was

‘there.

Ships of various nations, Englith, French, and parti-
cularly the Dutch Eaft-Indiamen, anchored this feafon in
Simon's-bay. The principal officers and paffengers of this
nation lodged chiefly with the refident ; {fo that at meal-
times, various European dialects, together with the lan-
guages ufed in.commerce with the Indians, viz. the Malay,
and a very bad kind of Portuguefe, were {poken all at one
time 3 fo that the confufion was almoft equal to that of
the Tower of Babel. The diflimilitude likewife in ‘man-
ners and behaviour was fometimes equally great. A
circumitance that occurred on this occafion, and 'that ap-
peared to me rather fingular, deferves to be mentioned.
When the ftrangers of other nations began ‘their defert,
two Dutch captains put on their hats and lighted ‘their
pipes. Upon this I afked fome Dutchmen that fat by me,
whether this was not looked upon as unufual and impolite ?
1 was anfwered, that tobacco was a more delicious - defert;
and had more charms for an old failor, than cakes and

6 fweet-
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fweet-meats 3 and that this cuftom is ftill more practifed
in other places in the Eaft-Indies. Indeed I obferved at
the Cape, that the Dutch commonly wore their hats in
the houfe, and that even in company, without its being
looked upon as the leaft breach of politenefs. At leaft the
cuftom, which is conftantly practifed in Europe, of carry-
ing one’s hat under one’s arm, is ftill more unnatural.
This moft undeniably abfurd praétice I never obferved in
the Eaft-Indies. ‘

We often enjoyed the company of Englifh ladies, fome
of whom even ftaid out our elegant defert of pipes and
tobacco. Some of thefe ladies came from the Eaft-Indies,

on their return from Europe, and fome from England.
The married ones, to fee their hufbands cither at Bomzbay,

Madras, or Bengal; the unmarried ones, to get hufbands.
Some of the former had not feen their hufbands for feve-
ral years, thefe not having being able to fend for them
before, for want of having acquired money enough to
keep houfe in the expenfive manner requifite in this part
of the world, The latter {feldom make the voyage in vain,
being extremely welcome to fuch of the fingle men, as
have had time to get a tolerable thare of the treafures of
India, but could not perfuade themfelves to wed the dark
Indian beauties, (as many however are accuftomed to do)

and have not had leifure to go to Europe merely for the
purpofe of chufing themfelves wives. It was therefore
fuppofed, that fome of thefe beautiful travellers were ac-
tally, in a manner, fent for by commiffion, though not
inferted in the invoice.

Be
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r‘\fpﬁ Be that, however, as it may; they all in the mean
\~~/ while feemed highly deferving of rich and good hufbands,
as well for their courage and refolution in venturing upon

- the ocean, as for many other fine qualities they were pof-
fefled of. As they were always in the company and under

the care of fome refpectable married lady, nobody feemed

to harbour the leaft doubt of their good conduét. On this
occafion, the following anecdote defervés to be mentioned.

One of the ladies, who had fome time before pafled by
the Cape, had been fent for to be married to a certain
governor. He, as foon as fhe arrived, was for perform-
ing his engagements immediately ; but the lady pofitively
refufed, and finally gave as a reafon for her conduét, that
fhe did not chufe to deceive him ; for during her voyage,
fhe had betrothed herfelf to the captain of the fhip, who
however was bafe enough to retract his promife, although
fhe feared that their connection had been produtive of
certain difagreeable confequences. The governor repaid
her franknefs by the moft generous conduct; and was not
at all furprized that fhe fhould rather give her hand to a
young fellow, who had befides had the advantage of be-
ing on the fpot, than wait in uncertainty for an elderly
man, who was an abfolute ftranger to her, and was more-
over at a diftance from her. He therefore married her
himfelf without hefitation, after having in vain endeavour-
ed to perfuade her falfe lover to take this ftep.

The little ifland of Malagas in Falfe-bay, is particularly
reforted to by pemguins and feals; and although Robben (or
Seal Ifland) otherwife called Penguin Wland in Tgble-bay,
bears the name of thefe latter animals, yet they are feldom

found
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found there now, fince the ifland has béen inhabited. But
on Daffern fland they are found in ‘much greater quanti-
ties, “infomuch that fométimes a ‘general fhooting party is
made with advantage to‘deftroy the feals there, for the fake
of their blubber., = Their {kins, though very good in their
kind,y vare to be had very cheap; and are, as far as I know,
in réqueft only among the boors for tobacco-pouches, for
which they are extremely well calculated, as they keep the
tobacco from growing dry. I brought home with me the
ftuffed foetus of a pboca from ‘the Cape. It is of the fame
fpecies with thofe that I inveftigated together with Mefirs.
ForsTER, and eat''at New Zeeland, Terra Del Fuego, and
the Sowthern Thule.  When the train-oil was feparated, the
flefh was really good and eatable, efpecially as in thofe
places we could get nothing better : we imagined indeed,
that it tafted like beef, but it muft be owned that it had a
difagreable black hue. ‘

I have opened the inteftines of divers pboce, and always
found' them empty, excepting a little fand and fmall fea-
fhells, together with a few ftones from the fize of a nut
to that of an egg. The reafon of this emptinefs of -the
bowels may have been, either that thefe creatures have
very ftrong digeftive powers, fo as {peedily to diffolve the
{ea animals on which they probably live, or elfe, that during
their dwelling and copulating on fhore, they abftain for a
long time from all food whatever.

Various forts of fea-fi/b are taken at the Cape and Falfe-
bay.. At the latter place they had juft caught the eleétric
ray-fifbs. (raia torpeds) but unluckily I chanced to be
abfent, while it was yet alive, and experiments were made

VoL L E with
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X';’:i with it. Out of {everal that touched it, every one had felt (as
W/ it were) a ftong electric fthock, the refident only excepted,
who could handle this fith without the leaft inconvenience.
Whether he was in like manner infenfible to ordinary eleétri~
city, he had never tried ; but it was very likely that this was
the cafe, particularly as we find an inftance in MUSSCHEN~
BROEK’S Introduct. to Nat. Phil. §. 832, No. 3, of three
perfons, who were found to be exempt from the opera~
tion of electricity, though the experiment was made on
them more than once. I am befides acquainted with a
certain man, who feems to poflefs a great antieleétric power.
From the refult of many experiments made with the zor-
pedo, and related in the Philofophical Tranfactions for the

years 1773s 74s 75s and 76, there appears to exift an
incontrovertible analogy between electricity and the above-
mentioned fifh.

The cancer norvegicus, a kind of lobfter, is often eaten
in the Bay. A fort of fnail or cockle, k/ipkaus (Haliotis,
Linn.) from half a foot to afoot and a half diameter, is
ufually ftewed, but makes in my opinion a very unfavoury
dith. The fame may be faid of the /fepia loligo, and the
ﬁp:‘a oéfopodia, which are made into foup, and are known
to our failors by the name of Jlack-fi/k, and fea-cats, and
to the Englith by the name of cuttle-fifb. A {mall kind
of oyfter is likewife found in a particular fpot in the Bay,
and is kept by the governor for his own table.  As to
muficles I {faw but few of them; but in Zable-bay, below
the Lion-Mountain, they are found in great abundance,
and have a delicious tafte. The myxine glutino/a, was not
eafy to be difcovered among the wermes ; it is like an eel or a

1 {nake
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fnake with a flat tail. Its mouth was formed by an f’b'
long opening under its nofe, not tranfverfe, but longitu-

dinal in the direétion of its body, with double and move-
able jaws well furnifhed with teeth. ‘The bite of it is

reported to occafion a difagreeable tumour, but not to be
mortal. .

Among the vegetables that I found in Bay-Falfo, the
cunonia capenfis was almoft the largeft tree there, though
barely twice or three times the height of a man. It grows
near the water, and contains in its peculiar fipal. bivalv.
fagittat. a cream-like matter to appearance, but in fa& a
vifcid or gummy fubftance. Various fopbore bloomed here
towards the {pring, and required a good foil: but on the
Jophora capenfis, there was found in particular a new fort
of vifeum in great abundance. The antholyza ethiopica
grew from three to fix feet in height, with beautiful red
flowers, being always found at no great diftance from the
fhore, and chiefly in the fhade of other plants. I met
with it afterwards in the woods near the Cape, particularly
in the Houtniquas. The antholyza maura *, remarkable
for its flowers, half white and half black, 1 found on one
fpot only of the mountain near one of the rivulets, that
trickle down juft before the {laughter-houfe. A very
{mall zriandrous plant (flaminibus monadelpbis) with com=
paratively large but beautiful yellow flowers, in the fine
part of the day adorned a large plat of ground with its
open blofloms, which however at other times were fo
entirely clofed, as almoft to difappear. The calla athiopice
“ "% This Gl '

i Pofes now a new genus, and is called by Dx. Thunberg the wittenia

E 2 delighted
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AV delighted chiefly in moift places near the fea-fhore, and

v/ was in flower the whole winter. Profeass ericas, comaﬁ;,
gnapbaliums, gnidias, echiasy pbyllicas, brunias, and peri-
plocas, two varieties of the myrica cerifera, together with
cliffortias, thefias, pohygalas, bermannias and aflers, were
ftrewed promifcuouily over the dry places on the declivity of
the mountain. Among thefe fome r¢ff705 feemed quartered
on the bare fand, together with divers mefembryantbemums. .
The byobanche Janguinea, a parafitic plant, towards {pring,
began to throw out its blood-red tufts of flowers in the
naked fand; an offeo/permum or two, as well of the
arboreous as herbaceous kind, were now and then likewife
found in the bare fand.  Aréfotides, calendulas, and
othonnas, throve chiefly in fandy places.© On the moun-
tain befides proteas, brunias, diofmas, ericas, and the
Sflilbe, we found indigoforas, erinufes,  [felagos, manulias,
chironias of different kinds, together with many gynan-
drous plants. = We likewife found greens and ‘kitchen-
garden plants in great plenty at this inaufpicious time of
the year. ‘Towards fpring, divers forts of ixias, gladiolufes,
210V EASy oxalyés, msjémb;yam‘bemums,' antirrbinums, and
even various beautiful {mall 7rifes, feveral inches high,
with the corolla partly white and partly blue, began to
pufh out of the ground.

Of the partly known and partly quite new plants which
we met with at this {pot, fome were rather uncommon,
others again was not to be found again in the other places
I vifited in Africa. Every diftri& has always fomething
peculiar to itfelf : no wonder then, if Dr. THUNBERG and
I thould have pafled over various fpecimens of the vege-

table
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table tribe unnoticed, and the common f{aying, Semper
aliquid novi ex Africa, thould ftill hold good for many
years to come. Botanifts, therefore, muft not expect in
this place a more accurate catalogue of plants, which would
be too tedious a bufinefs ; but content themfelves with ac-
quiring, en paffant, as it were, and at a diftance, by means
of the preceding lift, fome idea of the country, juft as it
is, covered with the herbs and trees moft commonly found
in it on different fpots, and at different times of the year.

SECT.

29

1772,
April,



30

1 ??Z-
April.

A VOYAGE TO THE

S, E L _ B

Refudence at Alphen near Conflantia, till the Au-
thor’s Trip to Paarl.

HEN the winter was paft, and the fhips now pre-

ferred anchoring in Zable-bay, 1 went with the re-
fident to an eftate of his called A/pbesn, fituate in the neigh-
bourhood of Conflantia, about three miles' from it, and
nearly half way between Zable and Simon’s-bay.  Before
we could get over the mountainous part of this road, we
obferved a troop of baboons very nimbly clambering up
the fteep rocks, and fcouring away as faft as they could to
fave themfelves from our hounds, which fet after them
in full cry. On the plain before us we faw a large flock
of Aammingos (pbenicopt. ruber) a {pecies of bird of the
crane kind (gralle) feeking their food in pools and pud-
dles that were beginning to dry up. As they were larger
than our cranes, and of a fnow-white colour, with their
wings of a flaming rofy hue, it is eafy to imagine, what
an agreeable appearance they made on the green field,
clad in fo beautiful a livery. After this our road was over
a {andy plain, a place that, during part of the winter, one
is obliged to wade over, as it then lies under water. We

then
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then came to a field overgrown with a great many diffe~
rent forts of heath and other thrubs and bufhes, with fome
fmall trees of the profeg kind. Part of the flowers and
herbs that were f{cattered among thefe fhrubs, I found
later than in Falfe-bay; probably by reafon, that in this
latter place they were brought forward partly by the va-
pours arifing from the fea, and partly by the {un-beams re-
fleCted upon the mountains. On the other hand, divers
ixiasy gladiolufes, moreas, byacinths, cypbias, melantbias, al-

bucas, oxalifes, afperugos, geraniums, monfonias, arcltotifesy

calendulas, wachendorfias, and the aréfopus—fome of them
never, fome of them rarely feen in the Bay, were now
found every where by the road-fide in their greateft beauty.
The pleafure enjoyed by a botanift, who finds all at once
fo rich a collection of unknown, rare, and beautiful vernal

flowers, in fo unfrequented a part of the world, is cafier

to be conceived than defcribed. I was now quite impatient

to get to the end of my journey, however agreeable it was.

otherwife. At length we arrived at the refident’s country-

feat, and I did not delay a moment to procure myfelf a ftill
more delightful recreation, viz. that of walking out to re-
connoitre fuch plants as were yet unknown to me.

The premifes are very well built, and contiguous to
them is a pretty extenfive garden, and a confiderable vine-
yard, which increafes yearly in fize. But there is hardly
an acre of arable land to be found in the whole neigh-
bourhood ; nor did the owners of the vineyards here think
it worth their while to trouble themfelves about the cul-
ture of it, but were then, viz. towards the end of the

month of Auguft, bufied in digging about their vine--

ftocks,
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ftocks, and planting new. ' They never deftroy their vine=
plants ; that is, they donot let them run up to any height,
but cut them down low, and generally furround their
vineyards and fruit-trees with hedges, in order to fhelter
them the better from the wind. = A fmall fpecies of cwi-
cwlio in particular, did infinite damage to the vine-buds,
and the tender leaves. They were therefore very bufy in
plucking this infect from the plant as foon as ever it ap-
peared, and as foon as they could poflibly get at it; the
only means yet known of preventing the ravages of this
creature.

As fummer was now approaching, the exacum and the
¥ gentiana exacoides began to cover the ground with yellow
patches ; and many forts of fhrubs of the extenfive genus
of afpalathus, came out by degrees with their yellow blof-
foms. But the protea argentea, or the filver-tree, as it is
called, exhibited the whole year throughout its glofly
white, or filver gray leaves. This tree has at firft a very
uncommon, and indeed beautiful appearance. I am of
opihion, however, that we fhould not chufe to change for it
our delightful afpen-groves. The filver-tree fcarcely ever
grows higher than twenty feet; and if I remember right, I
have been informed, that they arrive at this height in twelve
to fifteen years. But in a rich {oil this tree grows twice as
quick, and is the largeft of all the profea kind. One or
two of them are found planted near {fome of the farms; but
we feldom meet with any that have grown wild of them-
felves in thefe parts, though a little grove of them is feen

* Now the feboea exacoides,

near
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near Conflantia.  For this reafon it has been fuppofed, that
the filver-tree was tranfplanted hither from the beginning;
yet no one has been able to inform me from what place it
firft came: probably it was brought from the borders of
Anamaquas forl now travelled over the wholenorth-eaft fide
of Hottentots Holland, without finding it either in its wild
ftate or planted. In the mean while, as it is the largeit of
all the proteas, and indeed almoft of all the trees /ndiginous
at the Cape, it is remarkable, that together with fome
others it has not attracted the attention of government to
the planting of it, efpecially as they cannot be ignorant
that the confumption of wood ftores, as well for the ufe
of the fhips as that of: the town, daily increafes fafter than
they can be fupplied by their refources. It is chiefly from
the level ground near the {hore, that the company at prefent
fetches its wood, which confifts chiefly of two fmall and
crooked forts of protea. 'That wood is dear at the Cape,

may be concluded, from the circumitance of private perfons
rather findihg their account in getting it from the mountains

by means of {laves; though it takes up one of thefe a whole
day to get a moderate load of fhrubs and dry branches of
trees, the value of which is generally the fourth part of
a rixdollar.  And indeed it is {o far fortunate for the Dutch
11 a place {fo bare of wood, that a fire is not wanted in this

country, excepting for drefling of victuals, lighting their
Pipes, and the women’s ftoves.

Alpben, or the farm where I pafled this fummer, was

O the fouthern fide of Table-Mountain, about a mile and
a half from the foot of it. This mountain feems here,

as well'as at Table-Bay, level at the top, though there it
VoL, I G has
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has confiderable inequalities. In the rainy feafon large
pools of water are found upon it, but by no means any
lake, as fome pretend.  When a cloud covers this range
of mountains, and the north-weft wind blows, it thould
feem that this {ame wind muft inevitably drive the cloud
over the neighbouring plains on the other or fouth fide of
thefe mountains, at the {fame time caufing it to rain there ;
but on the contrary, the fat is, that it never does rain
there; a circumftance that, without doubt, like all other
natural phenomena, has its real and certain foundations
in nature. The moft probable folution that occurs to me
is this, that the wapours, which are driven up from the
fea by the north-weft wind, gather round the mountain in
confequence of their being attracted by it, and there re-
main as long as they preferve any degree of rarefaction ;
but when at length they become more and more denfe
and prefled together, fo as neceflarily rather to yield to
the greater force of the wind than to the attra&ive power
of the mountain, they are carried away too quick to fall
in rain direétly at the foot of the mountain; a circum-
ftance that does not happen before they reach the other
fide of Zout Rivier.

Having {everal times in my walks been, without any
reafon, apprehenfive of being wetted through by the
above-mentioned cloud, at length I refolved to afcend the
mountain, in order to fee how things were fituated. The
weather was at that time fine at the bottom of the moun-
tain, and the wind pretty ftill; but at the upper edge of
the mountain I met with feveral gufts of wind, which pre-
cipitated, as it were, down upon me, moift and cold, and

with
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with a fenfible violence. The temperature of the air,
with which I was furrounded for about three quarters of
an hour, varied according as the weather changed from
fine to hazy, and from that to drizzling or downright rain.
The barennefs of the mountain and the coldnefs of its air,
together with the {mall number of plants upon it, and
thofe ftunted by the climate ; nay, the rainy weather it-
{elf, all combined to form around me a backward autumn.
From this {pot, however, I had an agreeable fummer pro-
fpect towards the bottom of the mountain, viz. the ver-
dant plains lying round about it, enlightened and warmed
by the genial rays of the fun. At the bottom of this range
of hills there feemed to fhoot out many roundifh oblong
ridges, pretty nearly of the fame form, and parallel to
cach other, and feparated by a like number of dales, at
the bottom of {everal of which ran the water previouily
colle¢ted by the mountain, and deftined, as it were, to wa-

ter the plains. A number of green trees and fhrubs,
which had planted themfelves along the fides of thef®

rills, formed a beautiful girdle on the declivity of the™

mountain, and on the hillocks projetting at the foot of
it.  Several neat compaét farms fcattered up and down,
the houfes belonging to which were white with black
roofs, at the fame time that the grounds were laid 6ut in
a regular and judicious manner with verdant orchards and
vineyards, lay diftinétly open to the eye in all their re-
{pective ground-plots, forming a moft natural as well as
beautify] pi¢ture. Next to thefe, a little further on, were
feen pale and bleak tradts of heath, among which were
firewed, as it were, various plots of fand, together with

F 2 fandy

35

1772
April.



1772

April,
v/

XCOVOXNAIGE 1 .TO.IPHE

{andy roads winding about in a ferpentine form, and wag-

gons and timber-tugs creeping along them with a {luggifh

motion. Thefe extenfive plains were bounded by 7Zyger-
mouniain and the thores of Fottentols Holland. Next to thefe,
but farther on, were feen other mountains, which, accord-
ing to the diftance at which they were placed, grew more
and more indiftinét, till they entirely difappeared in the

clouds. From hence too, befides feveral pools of rain-

water, a great part of the creek which forms Fa/fe-bay,
was feen. This, from its calmnefs and diftance, appeared
at that junéture as fmooth as a looking-glafs ; at the fame
time that it was terminated by the ocean, or rather, ac-
cording to the appearance it made in my eyes, by the ho-
rizon itfelf.

From the mift, or fog, wlnch furrounded me on the
mountain, 1 perceived at times {pecks of clouds fnatched
off by the north-weft wind, and driving along with vio-
lence through the air both above and below the {pot I
shen ftood upon, and direétly followed by their fhadows
formed upon the fame plains. In a word, this exten-
five and delightful fpectacle was as enchanting as it was
fingular.  Being not ufed to run any great rifks, I
did not venture fo far out as I would have wifhed, in or-
der to examine the top of Table-mountain on this fide 3
for, as it grew towards dark, I might have eafily loft my
way, and fall a prey to leopards and hyzenas, which
frequent thefe parts in great numbers, and at night are
very bold and daring. A little while before they had
committed ravages in a farm yard juft below the mountain;
I likewife heard their howlings the fame evening about

dutk,
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dufk, from the very place where, two hours before, I had
been botanizing. That very day, at broad day-light, 1

narrowly efcaped being plundered by a troop of {laves, that
had fome time before run away from their mafters, and

who were {ufpected at that time to have their haunts about
Table-mountain. A fire that I found there newly extin-
guifhed, was probably fome of their reliques.  Still, how-
ever, the beautiful profpect that I have juft been defcribing,
would perhaps have kept me longer on the mountain, if I
had not begun to feel a kind of ftiffnefs and rheumatic pains
in my limbs, owing to my having got into a cold,air at
the top of the mountain all in a fweat and too lightly clad.
This probably would have had ferious confequences, if I
had not accidentally wrought myfelf into a moft violent
fweat ; the falt was, that in my defcent, wifhing to exa-
mine fome of the clofeft thickets on the fides of the rills,
that trickle down the mountain, I went out of the right
path, and got into a very thick over-grown coppice, fo
that I could not without the greateft difficulty extricate
myfelf from it.

Some time before this, or in the beginning of Septem-
ber, I rode to town to take leave of Dr. THUNBERG, who
was going to take a long journey up the country, at the
expence of the Dutch Eaft-India company. I ftaid at his
houfe rather late in the evening, which occafioned me in
my way home to be caught in the dark and to mifs
My way. I thercfore rode up to a farm-houfe to en-
quire for the road, and from the information I got,
thought to find my way home; but, it beginning te rain,
and the darknefs increafing, 1 took a bye-road, which led

: me
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;\7;?5{_ me to an elegant houfe, the property of a private gentle-
A~y man. After I had ftood out the attacks of a number of
dogs, there came out a heap of {laves, from fixteen to
twenty. Thefe fellows were {o malicious as not to anfwer
me, though certainly fome of them wunderftood me ex-
tremely well, and though, after having promifed them
fomething to drink, I afked them the way in tolerable
good Dutch ; on the contrary, they conferred with each
other in broken Portuguefe or Malay, in fuch a manner,
as to make me {fufpect, that they had no better will to~
wards me, than they have to others of a different nation
from themfelves, who are accuftomed to fell them here,
after having partly by robbery and open violence, and
partly in the way of bargain or purchafe, got them from
their native country, and thus‘eventually brought them
to the grievous evils they then fuftained. Had the mafter
of the houfe been at this time at home, of which however
I much doubt, it would have made very little difference to
me, as even in that cafel could not have fpoken with him;
for every body in this country is obliged to bolt the door
of his chamber at night, and keep loaded fire-arms by
him, for fear of the revengeful difpofition of his flaves.
This being the cafe, it was ftill eafier for them to murder
me, and afterwards conceal the deed by burying my body,
or drag it into a thicket to be devoured by wild beafts; I
therefore took again to the road, in fearch of a better fate,
To this end I gave my horfe the bridle, in hopes that he
would hit upon the right road better than myfelf. In confe-
quence of this he made fuch ufe of his liberty, as to quit all
the beaten tracks, perhaps with a view tofind the fhorteft way

home:
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home: fo that I foon found myfelf in a heavy marthy
ground, overgrown with bufhes, and full of brooks and
rivulets, till at length he made a fudden leap, on which
we both tumbled head over heels into a pit, and parted.
My horfe’s fudden flight gave me reafon to fear, that
fome wild beaft being near us was the occafion of it; for
which reafon, not thinking myfelf over and above {ecure,
I immediately prepared to defend myfelf with a large knife,
which I generally carried about me for the purpofe of dig-
ging up the roots of plants. The beft ftep I could now
take, was, like many more foot-paflfengers, to make up

to fome farm-yard, and run the rifk of being torn to pieces

by great dogs, which are let loofe at night for the pur-
pofe of keeping off thieves. To pafs the night . in
the open air, at a time when the weather feemed fet
in for rain, was as difagreeable as dangerous. In the mean
time I took to walking about, to keep myfelf warm. In

the {pace of a few minutes, after I had gone over a little
hill, I found myfelf near a farm-houfe. It being dark, I

was obliged to confider fome time before 1 could know it
again to be my own houfe. I found my horfe already
at the ftable-door, ftanding quite ftill and quiet, and was
lucky enough into the bargain, to be able to conceal the
whole adventure from the family, as the particular footing
on which I was at that time required.

Conftantia is a diftri¢t confifting of two farms, which

Produce the well-known wine fo much prized in Europe,

and kr-lown by the name of Cape, or Conflantia-wine. This
place is fitwated at the diftance of a mile and a half from
Alphers i a bending formed by, and nearly under the

2 : ridge
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;7[3_;21'_ ridge of hills, which comes from Meuifen-mountain, and
\~~/ juft where it ftrikes off towards Howus-bay. One of thefe
farms is called Little Conftantia. Here the white Conftan-
tia wine is made. The other produces the red. Accord-
ing to M. DE La Caiv’s account, not more than fixty
figgars of red, and ninety of the white Conftantia wine are
made, each /figgar being reckoned at {ix hundred French
pints, or about one hundred and fifty Swedifh cans; fo
that the whole produce amounts to twenty-two thoufand
five hundred cans. As the company are ufed to keep one
third of this for themfelves, the remainder is always be-
fpoke by the Europeans long before it is made. At the
Cape this wine is feldom feen at table, partly becaufe it is

dear, and partly becaufe it is the produce of the country.
The red Conftantia wine fells for about fixty rixdollars the

half awin; but the white is ufually to be purchafed at a
more reafonable rate : otherwife the price of the common
white wine at the Cape is from ten to feventy rixdollars the
figgar, according to the year’s growth and the demand that
is for it. They make befides, in the environs of the Cape,
Burgundyy, Madeiray, Mofelle, Mufcadel winesy {o called from
fome analogy they bear to the European wines of the fame
name, as well as from the refpeétive places in Europe
whence the vine-ftocks were firft brought. Thefe wines
are at a proportionably higher price than the ordinary white,
As the Cape wines, in confequence of the great demand
from the fhips, have all a quick fale, they are feldom to be
found of any age; otherwife by longer keeping, together
with better care, and a lefs liberal ufe of fulphur, they
would doubtlefs be equally good with the beft European

wines,
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wines.. The genuine Conftantia wine is undeniably a very
racy and delicate defert wine, and has fomething pecu-
liarly agreeable in the flavour of 'it. ~ "That its {uperiority
is not owing to any thing peculiar in the manner of pre-
paring it, I am fully convinced; for then; without doubt,
a great deal more of it would be made. But the falt is,
that the genuine wine can only be produced by certain
particular foils. The diftricts that lie next to thefe yield
merely the common Cape wine, notwithftanding that they
have been planted with vine-ftocks taken from this, as
well as with fome brought from the banks of the Rhine,
whence it is fuppofed that the true Conftantia fort origi-
nally comes; nay, even though all the vineyards about
Conftantia feem to have the fame foil. We have inftances
at the Cape, as well as in Europe, that good grapes fome-
times produce a bad wine; while, on the other hand,
bad grapes will yield a good fort of wine: therefore, to-
wards making wine of a certain quality, befides finer ma-
terials, there muft be certain conditions and circumftances,
which, by a diligent and rational inveftigation, might pro-
bably be explored to the great benefit of mankind.

Such as are apprized in what quantities Conftantia wine
is confumed in Europe, have perhaps already remarked,
that my calculation of the produce of the above-men-
tioned wine is too limited.  -This, however, is by no
means the cafe; the overplus being the produce of ava*
ﬁce, which, goaded on by the defire of gain, will always hit
pon fome method of fatisfying the demands of luxury
and fenfuality, The votaries of thefe, accuftomed to be
put off with empty founds; do ot feldom drink with ths
sio¥oL. 1. ' G . higheft
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higheft relith, an imaginary Conflantia, with which, how-
ever, this liquor has nothing in common befides the mere
name. It is therefore advifeable, even at the Cape itfelf,
to take care, that whilft one has a genuine fample given
ohe to tafte, one is not made to pay for a made-up red
Conftantia, which otherwife is in general {old for half the

price. When a wine of this kind has been (as it ufually

is) meliorated by a voyage, and at the {fame time chriften-
ed with the pompous name of genuine Conftantia, of which
it has indeed in fome meafure the flavour, it eafily fells
for {fuch in Europe. '

This {fummer likewife I vifited Howt-bay. 'The diret
road to it goes through a narrow vale, from which the

harbour is fupplied with frefh water, by means of a little
river or fiream covered with palmites, a kind of acorus

with a thick ftem and broad leaves, which grow out from -

the top, as they do in the palm-tree, a circumftance from
which the plant takes its name. ‘Thefe palmites are found
in great abundance in moft rivers and ftreams, which they
block up more or lefs by means of their ftems and roots
intertwining with each other. On the other hand, this
fame Howut-bay has very little title to the name it bears;
as, in dire¢t contradiction to the fignification of it, there
is and feems ever to have been, a great deficiency of tim-
ber and bruthwood in that place. Confidered as a har-
bour, this bay feemed to me to be extremely narrow, and
at the fame time too open to the fouth wind. The an-
chorage, however, was good ; at leaft, I was {0 informed
by two fifhermen I met with there. A heap of fand is
driven up by the fea to the fartheft part of the bay, and
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there appeared to form a fhoal of a confiderable extent,
by which means the river above-mentioned is not a little
blocked up. This fand was at that time very loofe at
many places, {o that one could not walk upon it without
danger of being drowned in the water that lay under it.
In time, perhaps, the apertures will be entirely filled up, {o a$
to become folid. A nook in a mountain on the weft fide of
the bottom of the bay is entirely covered with fand, which
probably has been carried up from the ftrand by the vio-
lence of the wind from the fea. The eaft fide is com-
pofed of a fteep mountain, which reaches to the brink of
the water, while the weftern fhore is very much covered
with large loofe granites. There are, neverthelefs, very
good landing-places here for boats. In other refpets the
harbour is inconvenient, as well in refpect to the gufts of
wind that come from the mountains, as from the want of

a convenient watering-place, and a wind to carry the fhips
out to fea.

‘A farm with plantations of vines lay a few ftones throw
higher up in the vale. The owner, a European, was the
only one in Africa who had fenfe enough to make ufe of
affes ; being of opinion, that as they were more fervice-
able in hilly countries as beafts of burden, and at the fame
time their food, confifting of fhrubs and the coarfer kinds
‘of grafs, was eafier to be procured, they were better adapt-
ed to that part of the world than horfes. I had here a
hafty glimpfe of a little black quadruped, in fhape ap-
proaching neareft to the otter, which ran and hid itfelf in
a heap of ftones. .

3. n ‘ : The
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A The game here, and in the country about Conftantia,
\~~J confifts chiefly of {mall antilopes, as in Falfe-bay, viz. of
Jreenbocksy the antilope grimmia of PaLLAS, and of Kiip-
Jpringers, which, however, I have not had an opportu-
nity of examining near; likewife of diving goats, {o called
from a peculiar manner they have of leaping and diving,
as it were, under the buthes. The method of hunting
thefe {mall antilopes is to drive them from their cover
among the bufhes, which is beft done by hounds; at
which time the {portfman muft take care to be ready with
his gun. They are likewife caught with fnares placed at
the entrance into vineyards and kitchen-gardens. =~ Thefe
{hares are faftened to the top of an elaitic branch or bough
of a tree, one end of which is made quite faft in the
earth, and the other being bent downwards, is attached

very {lightly to a board, which is laid on the ground, and
covered a little with earth. Itis farther {o contrived, that
when the animal treads on the board, this gives a little
fwing, upon which the elaftic bough flies loofe, and draws
the fhare over one or two of the animal’s legs, at the fame
time lifting the creature up along with it into the air, {o
that it remains hanging there. Among other animals I
faw here ichneumons (viverra ichneumon) and civet cais
(viverra genetta) caughtin traps near farm-houfes.  They
were fomething bigger than a common cat, and have a bad
name with houfewifes for making great havock among the
poultry and eggs; though, on the other hand, they do a
great deal of {ervice by deftroying the larger kind of rats.
In the more general ceconomy of nature, thefe animals are
ftill more ferviceable; more fo indeed than the people at

the
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the Cape are capable of diftinguithing, or know how to erl
turn to their- advantage. The river Ni/e and Egypt itfelf Sl
for inftance, would be full of crocodiles, if their eggs were
not in a great meafure deftroyed by the wiverra ichneumon.
In the Eaft-Indies this animal is famous for leflening the
number of lizards and venomous ferpents, which too much
abound there ; and the fame fervice is undoubtedly done
by the wviverra {pecies in Africa. Thefe certainly contri-
bute alfo to keep the number of moles within certain
limits. The debneumon. is likewife ufed to be made tame
in the Eaft-Indies, fo as to follow its mafter as tractably as
a,dog; and by its means it has been difcovered, that the
ophiorbiza is an excellent antidote againft the bite of fer-
pents. Probably a difcovery of equal utility might be made
at the Cape, if the ichneumon was made tame there, and
thefe animals were purpofely f{uffered to be bitten by feve-
ral forts of ferpents, and at the fame time it was obferved
what antidote they had recourfe to ; for nature, which has
glver;, and indeed impofed on the ichneumon the fame of-
fice in Africa as in Afia, viz. to limit the increafe of the
race of ferpents, has in beth places furnifhed them with
equally good weapons, and. an equally good prefervative.
Experiments of this kind certainly deferve to be made with
the viverra genetta, and fome others of that genus. The
falliculus of this latter creature contains a kind of mufk, in
all probability not without fome particular intention in- its
all-wife Creator, nor without fome ufe to the animal itfelf;
Perhaps, indeed, for that of men, when they ﬂ1a11 be at the
pains to ma.ke the difcovery. I
: t
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Xgiz]-. It would not be at?aifs to make mention in this place of
A~/ a third fpecies of viverra, which is found in thefe parts,
though I did not get a fight of it till after my return from

the South-Sea ; this was the viverra putorius, which an ac-
quaintance of mine caught on Mr. DREIJER’S farm at Roxn-
debofch, fituated nearer to the Cape than to Ahpben. - This
animal is not known to be found any where but here and

in North America; in one word, in the northern parts of

*  the new world, and the fouthernmoft promontory of the
old, which is direCtly contrary to what M. BUFFON fays he

is morally certain of. The fureft ftep this great and maf-

terly natural hiftorian could have taken, would have been

to have contented himfelf with the contemplation of na-

ture, which is never without its ufe, without endeavour-
ing to lay down univerfal laws for her; as if no other

animal could be common to the old and new world, than -

thofe which could eafily pafs by land from 4fa to America.
In one of my excurfions between Alphen and Rondebo/ch,
near 4 marfhy place in a dale, I came unawares upon an
animal with which I was totally unacquainted; but not-
withftanding it was within 70 or 8o paces of me, 1 could
not geta perfect view of it, on account of the intervention
of the bufhes, and the creature’s running away immediate-
ly. 1t did not feem however above three feet and a half
high, but from its ath-grey colour, and remarkably heavy
gait in running, I was induced to think it could be nothing
elle than a young bippopotamus, or, as it was here called,
a SEA-COW.  Creatures of this kind are, indeed, never feen
in this part of the country; but they are ufed to wander
far, fo that perhaps this had the night before chanced to
ftray
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{tray from Zeckoe-valley, near Falfe-bay, a place to which
they frequently refort. Were it fo, I am not at all f{orry
that I did not get a nearer view of a creature otherwife {o
very dangerous, as, according to my ufual cuftom, I had
no other weapon about me than my knife and infeét-fciflars.

The reader will fcarcely imagine, that the fewna and
Aora Capenfis would this fummer leave me any time for the
hyp or vapours; I muft, however, confefs, that {fome {oli-
tary and idle hours, combined with other circumftances,
now and then gave room and occafion for envy and dif-
guft. The days at the Cape, by reafon of the greater vi-
cinity of that place to the equator, are fhorter in fummer
than with us. Urged by an ardent zeal and inclination for
natural hiftory, I could not help Tepining, that in a place
where I had the beft opportunities for this purpefe, 1 found
my hands tied, in fome meafure, by other bufinefs in the
day-time, and in the long evenings was in want of books and

many other neceflary helps; but I more particularly felt
the want of friends, and of fociety with fome one, who fet

a proper value upon ftudy, particularly on the ftudy and

inveftigation of nature, of which here follows an inftance.
A Cape phyfician, who had ftudied fome time in Hol-
land, paid me a vifit at the villa where I refided, and
afked, I do not know wupon what occafion, to fee my
herbal, I, for my part, was in the higheft degree defirous
to give myfelf, as well as him, this pleafure, as I could
not but hope to learn the virtues of divers plants in medi-
cine. But in thefe hopes I foon found myfelf deceived;
the African Zfculapius knowing fcarcely the names, much
lefs the ufe, of any one plant. On this fubjeét the coun-
try
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try people had already given me fome, though upon'thé
whole, but little information. Of fome hundred plants
that I laid before him pafted in a book, we had fcarcely turn-
ed over the third part, before he began evéry now and
then to gape. I therefore thought it high time to give
another turn to the converfation, and' ceafed to trouble him
any longer with my enquiries.  Inftead ‘of that, I.endea~
voured to roufe him out of his dream; by communicating
to him my thoughts of the virtues of fuch and fuch an
herb; for what diforders fuch a particular plant might be
tried with fafety and hopes of fuccefs; and this in confe-
quence of its affinity and fimilitude to other plants already
known, and whofe virtues had undergone the teft of ex-
perience, or (as far as one might conclude from hence)
from the place it held among the natural orders, &c. My
vifitor all this while was neither polite nor intelligent enough
to give his affent to what I faid, but continued yawning
and gaping. I therefore left above half the plants untouch-
ed, and turned theidifcourfe to the fubject of commerce
and fhipping, upon which the converfation immediately
became more lively; .an event, which did not at all fur-
prize me; for this worthy: phyfician’s 'income depended
more upon merchandize, than upen’Apollo and the Mufes';
and it is much the fame cafe ‘with the reft of the faculty
at the Cape, to the great prejudice of the fick in particular,
as well as to that of natural knowledge and the art of
medicine in géneral.

Should this journal ever chance to fall into the hands of
the phyfician, who was pleafed to yawn over the colle&ion
of ufeful ﬁmples that:T ‘had the honour of laying before

hlm
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him, it is to be hoped, he will kindly excufe my having
borrowed fo pleafing an original as himfelf, in order to
give a more lively idea of the great efteem and credit in
which botany ftands with the collective body of Afculapius’s
fons in Africa. I muft, however, do him the juftice to con-
fefs, that he was really, in my opinion, the moft able of the
faculty in that part of the world. I acknowledge with gra-
titude all the civilities he afterwards thewed me; but he
muft not take amifs my not being able to conceal a truth,
which difcovers the reafon of the {fmall progrefs made by
the f{ciences in Africa, and, perhaps, in fome other parts of
the globe: he will likewife pardon the freedom I have
taken, in fetting the whole affair forth in its natural co-
lours, juft as it appeared to me; as in fuch cafe, the reader
is enabled to pafs fentence of judgment himfelf, frequently
better, perhaps, than'could be done by the relator.

VouL. 1. H S E C T.
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INCE my defign, as I have already faid, is to give my

readers the defcription of this country and people in
the fame order and manner, in which I myfelf became
acquainted with them, I have thought proper to infert in
this place an account of an excurfion I took to Paar/ and
its environs, juft as 1 drew it up immediately on my re-
turn home, in a letter to a worthy friend and quondam
thip-mate. It is written in the true fea-ftyle, the defcrip-
tions and narrative being plentifully interlarded with divers
phrafes in common ufe among the gallant fons of Nep-
tune.

S1R,

With a carcafe quite wearied out, I am juft returned
home from a journey on foot over the parched and torrid
plains of Africa, after having had occafion to vifit {feveral
African bdoors. So they here call a fet of hearty honeft
fellows, who, though they do not, indeed, differ in rank
from our Swedifh peafants, and make no better figure than
the yeomen in our country, are yet for the moft part ex-

tremely
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tremely wealthy. On the gth of O&ober in this prefent
year, I fet out for the Cape, to fee the burghers perform
their exercife, and likewife, according to a previous agree-
ment with Mr. O G, a countryman of our’s, to take a
view of the vegetable and animal produétions of this coun-
try. By this you will find, Sir, that I intended to Kill two
birds with one ftone. With regard to the military opera-
tions, the brave warriors kept within doors on the 1oth
on account of the high wind, which indeed was {o violent
at the bottom of Lion-mountain, whither 1 went out a
botanizing, that I was feveral times obliged to lay myfelf
‘down upon the ground. On the 11th the whole burgefly
turned out into the field; the coats, as well of the horfe as
of'the foot, were, to be fure, all blue, but of fuch dif-
ferent fhades, that they might as well have been red, pur-
ple and yellow. Their waiftcoats, particularly thofe of the
infantry, were brown, blue and white, in fhort all the
colours of the rainbow. A French prieft, clothed in black,
with red heels to his fhoes, ftood near me, and could not
help expreffing to me his amazement at feeing fuch a party-
coloured equipment. However, this did not hinder them
from going through their exercife extremely well, as a
great number of them were Europeans, wha had ferved in
the laft war in Germany, and fince that time had been in gar-
rifon at the Cape, when, in confequence of having ferved
five years, they had become denizens of the country. Am-
bitious, therefore, of keeping up their military reputation,
and puffed up with pride in confequence of their fuperiority
in point of fortune, they took it into their heads feveral years
ago to confider it as a very difgraceful circumftance, that
' H2 - - they
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they fhould be obliged to make front againft the garrifon,
which, on their fide, felt themielves fo much hurt by the
comparifon, that the attack became very ferious ; fo that
among other things they loaded on each fide with coat-
buttons, pieces of money, and the like. Since this acci-
dent, both thefe corps are never exercifed at one and the
fame time. Being difappointed at not having the company
of our countryman, I fet off on my expedition with a Mu-
latto for my guide, whom I hired for a quarter of a rix-
dollar per diem. Over his fhoulder he carried a fiaff, at
one end of which hung my apparatus for keeping my
herbs, at the other a counterpoife compofed of a wallet
filled with provifions and a few clothes. This guide of

mine, proud of the name of bgfard, {oon gave me to un-
derftand, that he was no flave, as moft of the blacks are,

but was free-born by his mother’s fide, as her mother was
a Hottentot, and her father an European (as he fuppofed)
of a tolerable good family. To make fhort of my fory,
I quitted the town, implicitly following my blind deftiny
and my tawny pilot. We fteered our courfe north-weft,
and after a number of traverfes over the plains, by twelve
o’clock we had got to the gallows. Heus Viator ! Here we
ftopped a little to contemplate the uncertainty of human
life. Above half a fcore wheels placed round it, prefent-
ed us with the moft horrid fubjeéts for this purpofe; the
inevitable confequences, and at the fame time the moft
flagrant proofs of {lavery and tyranny; mondters, that never
fail to generate each other, together with crimes and mif-
demeanors of every kind, as foon as either of them is once
introduced into any country. The gallows itfelf, the large@t

I ever
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I ever faw, was indeed of itfelf a fufficiently wide door to
eternity ; but was by no means too large for the purpofe
of a tyrannical government, thatin {fo fmall a town as the
Cape, could find feven vi¢tims to be hanged in chains.
Farther on, where the {and had been formed into a hard
mafs by the rain-water lying upon it, I found a number
of cicindel® fkipping about, of an unknown {pecies. At
this my companion, whe had never before feen an infect~
hunter, fell a laughing as if he was out of his wits, and
feemed all wonder and aftonifhment..

There is not a bridge to be found in all Africa. We were
therefore obliged to wade over fome pretty deep brooks and
rivers ; fo that herborizing, it muft be owned, is a very
troublefome bufinefs here: but then, on the other hand,
the harveft isrich. As foon as I had fat myfelf down, I
made a curious difcovery of a remarkably prickly rumex
(or dock), and likewife of the zribulus terrefiris. Now

and then we rambled up and down recruiting for my
regiment of infeéts, and my colletion of plants;. an em-

ployment which, in proportion as it enlivened my mind, in-
fufed frefh {pirits into my body, and ftrength into my limbs.
Thefe latter I had likewife an opportunity of refting on the
following occafion. Among the waggons that overtook us,
there was one drawn by fix pair of oxen, after the fathion
of the country. In this a flave lay afleep, as drunk as
David’s fow, likewife in a great meafure after the country
fathion. Another however more fober than he, {at at the
helm, with a whip, the handle of which was three times
the length of a man, and the thong in proportion. . In

this country they never ufe reins to their oxen, for which
reafon,
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ng;i_ reafon, though he flourithed his whip about from right
A~/ to left with great dexterity, the beafts not being under
much difcipline heaved continually from larboard to ftar-
board, fometimes acrofs the road, and fometimes along-fide

of it; fo that the driver was not unfrequently obliged to
jump off from the waggon, in order to imprefs his fenti-
ments with the greater energy on the foremoft oxen of

the team. The waggons are {o large and wide in the car-

riage that they cannot eafily overturn, and where the road

is worfe than ordinary, the foremoft oxen are ufually

led. Up in the waggon fat a Dutchman, who being much

hurt at feeing me on foot, very courteoufly obliged me,
together with my fervant, to get into the waggon and ride.

In about the {fame latitude we were overtaken by a farmer,
We hailed one another, that is, we called to, and faluted

each other, as fhips do at fea; and were informed by him,
that he was a Mother-country lad (fo the Europeans are
called here), and had a wife and family near the zewenzy-
four rivers, at the diftance of forty wxrs from thence,
in one of the prettieft {pots, to his mind, in the
whole country. But I now began to refle&t, that neither
TourNEFORT in the Levent, nor LINNAUS in the Lap-
Jand mountains, nor any other botanift, had ever gone out
a herborizing in a fix-yoked waggon, and at the fame
time that my ftudies and collections could be in no wife
forwarded by a carriage of this kind; moreover, that al-
though by this means my legs might get fome eafe, the
other parts of me would fuffer for it in confequence of
the jolting of the carriage; therefore taking to my feet
again, I went on till I arrived at the company’s farm. The

fteward
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fteward (or as they call him there, the égas) prefented me
with a glafs of a ftrong-bodied wine, which was by no
means adapted to quench my thirft; but the water here
was brackifh, and had a falt tafte, and they had no milk

- nor cows, although there was upon the farm a confider-
able number of horfes and other cattle. 'The reafon of
this was, that in fuch places there is ufually ftationed a
guard of foldiers, who care more for wine than milk ;
the pafture was likewife greatly in fault, being unfavour-
able for milch-cows, and drying up their milk. I there-
fore took leave of the 4aas, an appellation given to all the

chriftians here, particularly to bailiffs and farmers, The
next farm belonged to a peafant, who was a native of Afri-

ca. Inow took it into my head for the firft time, to make
a trial of this people’s fo much boafted hofpitality ; but
unluckily the man himfelf was gone to the review at the

Cape, and had left only a few flaves at home, under the

command of an old Crone, who faid that the bed-clothes
were locked up. I could eafily perceive, that the had as

little defire to harbour me, as I had to ftay with her. It
was now already dark, but notwithftanding this and my ftiff
and wearied legs, I refolved to go on to another farm-
houfe, that appeared in fight. We mifled our way in a
dale, and wandered among the thickets and bufthes. The
jackalls, or African foxes, now began their nightly fere-
nade, pretty much in the {fame notes as our foxes in Eu~
rope; frogs and owls filled up the concert with their hor-
ridly plaintive accompaniment. At length we came to a
little rifing ground, whence we could again difcern the farm,

and difcover the right road. A guard of dogs, which in
Africa
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#frica are allowed the unlimited privilege of falling foul
on fuch foot paffengers of a night, (the later the more liable
to fufpicion,) fet upon us, and frightened us not a little.
It was now half an hour paft eight; however, as the
peoplc were not yet in bed, they came out to our affift-
ance, fo that we received no other wounds than thofe in-
flicted on the ikirts of our coats. We were turned into
the kitchen, where we heard a piece of news, that found-
ed like a thunder-clap to us; this was, that the daas or
fteward was gone to the review, and that every accommo-
dation waslocked up. But I felt the preflure of this dif-
ficulty ftill more at break of day. In the mean time the
flave, with the greateft good-nature and refpect, begged
me to be {o kind as to make fhift with a little tea and bread
which he had of his own. My fervant, together with
this houfe-flave, and another that looked after the cattle,
fell on board a loaf of coarfe bread and lard; to them a
moft delicate and favoury difh. After they had deliberated
fome time upon the matter in the Portuguefe language,
I was put into the abfent b2ass own bed-chamber. The
bed was tolerable, but the floor was made of loam, the
walls bare, and the whole furniture confifted of a cracked
tea-canifter, with a few empty bottles, and a couple of
chairs.

As the door would not lock I fet the chairs againft it,
fo that in cafe any attempt fhould be made againft my life
I might be awakened by thenoife.  After this I laid myfelf
down to fleep, with adrawn knife under my pillow, The
many murders that, to my knowledge, were committed in

“this country, rendered this caution extremely neceflary,

The
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The next morning I began to afk for my breakfaft, which e
confifted of fome ftale fmmalt, a kind of lard prepared and S
kept in a wooden trough, to be ufed by way of butter; I
likewife got hold of a chop of venifon, which they broiled
for me, but feafoned it too high with pepper. My hun-
ger made me {o civil, as not to thow any {light to my black
hoft’s entertainment, but I did not fit long at table. An
unexpected but very violent quarrel, carried on in the Por-
tuguefe language, which I did not underftand, now arofe be-
tween the domeftic {lave and the cow-keeper. Both their
black faces looked like coals on fire. At Jaft the latter
taking out his knife, the other was forced to buy him
off with a large flice of meat; upon which light-
- 4ang his breakfaft pipe, he went his way, after they had
on both fides renewed their friendthip with looks of the
utmoit cordiality. However, for all this feeming recon-
ciliation, the houfe-flave took a cruel revenge on his an-
tagonift’s dog, which happened to ftay behind in the
kitchen. Yet, notwithftanding his having been guilty of
4o mean an action, this flave had caught fo much of the
generous- flame of the African hofpitality, that I could
not eafily perfuade him to accept of a trifling acknow-
ledgment for his fervices. Soon after break of day I fet
out again on my journey, when, for the firft time fince
my arrival in thefe parts, my eyes were gratified with the
fight of extenfive corn-fields, which were now in full ver-
dure, with their blades rifing a foot out of the ground;
forin Tyger—-rnountain diftrict, where I was at this time, the
tillage of corn is the hufbandman's chief employ. ~Wheat

and barley, however, are the only forts of corn thatare
VoL. L. 1 found
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found in the whole colony. The former is ufed only to be
bread, the latter merely for the purpofc of foddering
horfes; partly in this way, that the green corn is cut down
in the blade once or oftener according as the growth of it
will admit, and partly by grinding it into groats, and then
mixing it with the cut ftraw for their horfes as foon as it
comes to its full growth, as is pra&tifed with us. About ten
o’clock I took fhelter from the rain in a farm-houfe, where
I found the female flaves finging pfalms, while they were
at their needle-work., Their mafter, being poffefled with
a zeal for religion quite unufual in this country, had pre-
vailed with them to adopt this godly cuftom ; but with that
{pirit of ceconomy which univerfally prevails among thefe

colonifts, he had not permitted them to be initiated into the
community of chriftians by baptifm; fince by that means, ac-

cording to the laws of the land,they would have obtained their
freedom, and he would have loft them from his fervice. This
very godly boor was born at Berlin, and had been mate of
a fhip in the Eaft-Indies. This occafioned us to enter into
a converfation on the viéories of his much-loved monarch,
and in the fpace of an hour after that, upon every fubject
that could be imagined. My throat ftill felt as if it was
burnt up with pepper, and my ftomach was tormented
with hunger. The former was affuaged by a couple of
glaffes of wine, but being afthamed to complain of the
latter, I left it to its fate to wait till noon (when perhaps
I might chance to get an invitation from fome good foul,)
and returned to my botanical calling and occupation among
the fhrubs and bufhes, with which this country is almoft
entirely covered, excepting fuch fpots as are cultivated.

4 Hardly
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Hardly a ftick of wood, indeed fcarcely any wild tree, is to
be feen here. The foil hereabouts, viz. round about
Tyger-berg and Koe-berg, is, to all appearance, moftly a dry
barren fand or gravel; yet, in this diftri&, fo full of hil-
locks, there are certain dales covered with mould, and
yielding a plentiful harveft to a few peafants, who apply
to the culture of lemon, orange, and pomegranate-trees.
At three in the afternoon I arrived at the houfe of farmer
Van der Spoci, who was a widower, and an African born,
and likewife brother to the perfon, who, you know, is
proprietor of the red or old Conflantia. ~Without feeming
to take the leaft notice, he ftood ftock-ftill in the houfe-
paflage waiting for my coming up, and then did net ftir a
fingle ftep to meet me, but taking me by the hand,
greeted me with Good day! welcome! how are you? who
are you? a glafs of wine? a pipe of tobacco? will you eat
any thing ¢ 1 anfwered his queftions in the fame order as
he put them, and at the fame time accepted of the offer he
made at the clofe of them. His daughter, a clever well-
behaved girl about twelve or fourteen years of age, fet on
the table a fine breaft of lamb, with ftewed carrots for
fauce; and after dinner offered me tea with fo good a
grace, that I hardly knew which to prefer, my entertain-
ment or my fair attendant. Difcretion and goodnefs of
heart might be plainly read in the countenance and de-
meanour of both father and child. I feveral times ad-
drefled myfelf to my hoft, in order to break in upon his
filence. His anfwers were fhort and difcreet ; but upon
the whole, he never began the converfation himfelf, any

farther than to atk me to ftay with them that: mght’: how-
I 2 €Ver,
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Hﬂﬁ ever, I took leave of him, not without being much af-
v/ fected with a benevolence as uncommon to be met with,

as undeferved on my part. In my great zeal for botany,
I did not pay the leaft attention to my fliff and wearied
legs, but hobbled as well as I could over the dry and tor-
rid hills, moving all the day long as if I was upon ftilts.
Towards evening I felt myfelf les weary, as, by a conti-
nuation of the motion of walking and jumping, my limbs
were grown more pliable. -~ Not far from the farm we had
a brook to crofs, where we met with a female {lave, who
very officioufly and obligingly fhewed us the fhalloweft
places.  She feemed to lay her account in receiving fome
amorous kind of acknowledgment, in which fhe could not

be otherwife than difappointed, as fhe had the misfortune
to meet with a delicate as well as a weary philofopher. In

~ the evening I arrived in good time at a farm, where the
father and mother were from home; but Mgfler Fobn and
Mifs Sufey gave me houfe-room notwithftanding. It was a
handfome building, and, like all the reft on the road, com-

pofed partly of brick, and partly of well-wrought clay,
but without any other floor than the bare earth. I had

intended to go on farther, but when I faw a large churn
on the floor, and heard from Sufey’s own mouth, that
they had thirty milch-cows, you may imagine that I did not
think of going, efpecially as I had feldom found milk
very plentiful fince my arrival in Africa. ~ The farm was

faid to yield about three thoufand two hundred bufhels of
corn yearly, which was from ten to fifteen times the quan-
tity that was fown. A good wheaten loaf, light and
well-baked, and about two feet in diameter, was fet upon

the
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the table, and of this, with fome milk and frefh butter, 775
I made an excellent meal. They feemed to take a great e~/
pleafure in entertaining me, and (though they ftrove to
conceal their laughter) appeared highly entertained in their
turn with my broken Dutch, and my apparatus for catch-
ing and preferving infeéts. My collection of herbs they
liked very well, as they themfelves prepared a kind of
plaifter with herbs and wax. The next morning they
brought me coffee, which I left untouched, it being full
of grouts, and, according to the cuftom of the country,
as weak as fmall beer. However, I fet out again on my
journey, quite lively and brifk after the high treat I had
had of milk. As my box of infets was already quite
full, T was obliged to put a whole regiment of flies and
other infects round the brim of my hat. On the road we
paffed a cow-keeper, who was roafting a {mall tortoife,
the flefh of which tafted like that of a chicken. Two or
three miles farther on we met with a fhepherd, that was
regaling himfelf with roaft lamb at his mafter’s expence.
My companion, who knew the full value of his liberty, ex-
prefled great fatisfaction at finding, that poor flaves had
fometimes an opportunity of revenging themielves on their
tyrants by a breach of truft. He informed me, that it
was common for thepherds, who had rigid and niggardly
mafters, when a ewe had twins, to keep always one of
them for themfelves, and very often the other too, when-
ever they had an opportunity of concealing the theft. At
three o’clock we came to another farm. Here I had fome
converfation with the old lady of the houfe about her gout
which fhe had in her hands and feet, and at the fame time
con~



62

1772,
April,

A NVONAGE .TO sTHE

concerning her good man’s rheumatifm, which in order to get
rid of by {weating, he was gone on a journey to the warm
baths. A houfe plaiftered up in a {lovenly manner with
clay, a heap of dirty fcabby children, a female flave drag~
ging after her a heavy iron chain faftened to one of her
legs, the features of the old woman herfelf, her peaked
nofe, her perpetually {colding her fervants, and laftly, her
entertaining me with nothing but cold water, plainly indi-
cated that poverty dwelt in her houfe, and at the fame
time that the gout had in her choleric temperament a very
fertile foil to grow in. Sheadvifed me to fet myfelf down
in the Paar! (a traét of ground a little way from thence
planted with vines, and inhabited by vine-dreflers,) in or-

der to make -my fortune by turning quack. She inform-
ed me, that there had been a phyfician there before, who

had had no practice, as his price was too high. She faid,
that the never could, nor ever fhould be perfuaded to be
bled, or to take any kind of phyfic; neverthelefs, fhe
thought it very comfortable for a perfon to have accefs to
a phyfician in cafe of ficknefs. You fee, Sir, that an
African cottage will afford you a view of mankind, fimi-
lar to what you may have had in the palaces of Europe,
where (it muft be owned) they call in phyficians to their
affiftance, but feldom fail to manage themfelves in a great
meafure according to their own caprice. In purfuance of
the information I got I took the road to the right, which,
I was told, would carry me to the houfe of a rich and in-
firm widow of fifty-two years of age. My fervant, who
was acquainted there, warned me not to frighten. the good
woman into fits with my infects ftuck on the brim of my

hat ;
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hat; for which reafon, having arrived there about five
o'clock, and been well received by her, I.took care to turn
the crown of my hat away from her, and afterwards hid
my hat in a corner of the room. Immediately my mouth
was crammed with bread, butter, and cheefe, wine and
tea, and at the fame time was employed in giving differ-
tations on the gout, apoplexy, violent bleedings at the
nofe, coughs, and her poor deceafed hufband’s dropfy.
The good lady was attentive to hear, and I to eat, as much
as ever my letures would permit me. During thefe, a
tell-tale hufley of a female flave, who was a favourite with
her miftrefs, had been pumping my fervant in the kit-
chen, on which fhe whifpered her miftrefs in the ear,
that my hat was full of little beafts (#line beffjes.) 'The
old lady immediately quitted the fine inftructions that I
was about giving her with refpect to diet, in order to go
and look at the ftrange and wonderful fight that was to be
feen on my hat. But what aitonifhed hér the moft in this
affair was, to fee the little animals run through the body
with pins, and faftened to the brim of my hat. An ex-
planation was required on the fpot. It was now neceflary
for me to ceafe eating a while, for fear of being choaked
with fome of the big words and long Dutch phrafes, which I
was obliged to coin on the {pot, in order to convince her of
the great utility of underftanding thefe little animals for
medical and ceconomical purpofes, and at the fame time to
the glory of the greatCreator. Fortunately for me I defcant-
ed on this fubject with great fuccefs, though not without
fome inquietude ; for, in cafe I had not fucceeded, I fhould
certainly have been turned out of doors for a conjuror (4€x-

‘ ; i meefler 1)
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meefley ;) but now, on the contrary, the good woman
begged me to ftay, and I promifed myfelf a good night’s
reft in fuch an elegant and well-furnifhed houfe. Soon
after there came a light cart, with company. This con-
fifted, firft, of her daughter; fecondly, of a very ftout fat
country *{quire or yeoman, Mr. M * ¥, who was faid to
be able to give each of his daughters four thoufand gui-
neas on their marriage, one of whom had, by fome acci-
dent or other, already lain in of a black child, the father
of which, as a reward for his kindnefs, had been advanced
from the condition of {lave to that of prifoner for life in
one of the Robben ifles, and the lady herfelf to that of
wife to her father’s bailiff; thirdly, the ’{quire’s half bro-

ther, ftill more corpulent than himfelf. The father of
thefe gentlemen was a native of Livonia, and had been a

foldier in the Swedifh {ervice. They had feen an infe&-

hunter before, but when they looked into my collection of
herbs, and found it to contain not only flowers, but like-
wife grafs and fmall branches of fhrubs and trees, they
could not forbear laughing at a fight {fo unexpected. = The
young lady got from me all the intelligence I could give
her on the fubjet of pimples and freckles, and, by way
of reimburfing myfelf, I afked her feveral queftions con-
cerning domeftic remedies and the warm bath, which fhe
had lately ufed for three weeks. She likewife, together
with her mother, advifed me to practife phyfic in PAARL;
but it is a great pity, they added, that a man who f{eems
to underftand our dlforders {o well, fhould {fpeak our lan-
guage {o ill.

There
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There was no milk to be had here, but the want of it
was amply fupplied by a very good and well-drefled fup-
per. The wine went round in bumpers to each others
healths, and to the continuance of our friendfhip and ac-
quaintance. 'The converfation turned upon various fub-
jects, and among others, thofe of corpulency, and the cuftom
of fleeping after dinner; and the efficient caufe of thefe,
viz. the Livonian gentlemen’s ufe of the warm bath in
this climate, was difcuffed with great precifion. We wifh-
ed one another a good night; but I myfelf refted very ill;
for the unufually purfy batchelor, who fell to my fhare,
{nored continually, and proved very troublefome. He look-
ed indeed very good-humoured, as well as his lively and
plaifirige broeder, but was not able to fay much ; and when
he did {peak, he wheezed fo much, as to be for the moft
part unintelligible to me. He puffed and blowed more in
putting on his fhoes and ftockings, than I did when I laft
went up Table-mountain. The next morning I bid thefe
good people adieu, and took the road leading to Mounzain-
river in Paarl. The ferry lay a good deal out of my way,
who had no particular bufinefs to tranfa¢t on the other
fide ; fo that having obferved an uncultivated iflet, three
or four fathoms diftant from the bank, where the fheep
and goats could not get to foreftall me in the blooming
produce of the foil, I ventured over on fome bundles of
the palmites, I {poke of above, (acorus palmita) which were
fo fmooth and brittle, that, if I had chanced to make the
leaft flip, I muft have been inevitably drowned by getting
betweeh them, or elfe under them. My hat and queue ex-~

cepted, I went a botanizing on this ifland in the fame drefs
VoL L K as
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¥4 as Adam wore in his ftate of innocence. My fkin quite
\w~~ parched up by the fun, ferved, however, to convince me,
that I had loft in my little paradife the dominion over the
gnats and horfe-flies. Thefe diminutive animals foon
obliged me to turn back and put on my clothes, when I
afterwards botanized along the courfe of the river, and fo
pafling through feveral farms, I arrived at Paar/ at a mil-
ler’s, who was fitting and taking his afternoon’s nap. A
more ferious and even feemingly furly chap, I never faw
in my life. He fet before me an old crazy chair, and with=~
out afking who I was, faid divrectly, #hat will you chufe to
bave 2 (Wat =al ye bruiken ) 1 fee, replied 1, you have
got fome tea, be fo kind as to give me fome bread to it, for
Tam both hungry and thirfty ; Ihave {pent the whole day in
culling of fimples. #hat, have you eat nothing to-day 2 Girl,
bring Jome meat, bread, and a bottle of wine I fays the crofs-
grained old fellow. Accordingly I ate my belly full, and
afterwards drank to his health ; during the whole of which
time he was fmoking his pipe in filence, and poring over an
aftrological almanack of the laft century. During all which
time, he did not once addrefs himfelf to me; and to a queftion
or two I afked him, he anfwered me {o fhort, that I ima-~
gined he was extremely difpleafed with my vifit, and there-
fore could not help prefling him to accept of a pecuniary
recompence for my entertainment. He anfvered me po-
fitively with a moft inflexible air, No; that I certainly will
nots it is our duty to aqffif travellers. For my fervant,
without my knowledge, had ordered a good luncheon of
bread and meat, but did not follow me half way dver his
{lippery loam-floor when I took my leave of him. Affected
6 with
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with an internal fenfe of gratitude, I wifhed within myfelf,
that heaven might pardon fo worthy a miller, in cafe he

fhould at any time chance to trefpafs on his neighbour’s
corn.

A little farther on lived a Kofer, thatis, a Sexton, a
fet of people that are more refpected by the Calvinifts than
with us.  He was of black extraction by the mother’s fide.
I went in, fat myfelf down, and drank a difh of miferable
tea without fugar. ‘The Kofter’s wife, who was rather in
years, was then fick in bed. T enquired into the nature
of the diforder : but when I was told that the patient, not-
withftanding the ufe of the warm bath for three weeks,
remained as it were contracted in all her limbs, and her
joints quite filled up with chalk-ftones, T did not chufe to
fay any ‘thing'more, than that the gout was a terrible afflic-
tion, fhrugged up my fhoulders, and inquired for the
right ‘road. Juft before the door grew the Carapuiia.

I afked the man if he made any ufe of the feeds, or
whether T might gather any of it? He anfwered, he did

not ufe them' himfelf, but in general gave them to his
friends: Gather what you will, continued he, I never beard
any body afk after them beforey what do you want them for 2
For medical purpofes, replied I. I now had brought an old
houfe over my head, and was d'bhged to go in again, and
hear the account of the old woman's illnef§, as well as explain
the caufe of it. However, I thought it neceflary to inform
her, with very little circumlocution, that her ftay in this
calamitous world was likely to be of very fhort duration.
She'was glad'to be freed from her mifery, and her hufband

to get rid of a fickly wife; on which account they both of
K2 them
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iy them feemed to hear my fatal prognoftic with pleafure, and
VN made me drink a couple of glafles of wine for my pains;
and at the fame time offered to tfhew me the church, which

ftood juft by. By this edifice I could plainly perceive, that

thefe boors beftowed no more pains upon God’s houfe, than

they did upon theirown. This church was, indeed, as big

as one of our largeft fized hay-barns, and neatly covered,

as the other houfes are, with dark-coloured reeds; but with-

out any arching or ceiling, {o that the tranfoms and beams
withinfide made a miferable appearance. Altars and altar-
tables are, I believe, never ufed in the reformed church.
There were benches on the fides for the men, but the
women have each of them their chair or ftool in the aifle.

The pulpit was too plain and {lovenly. .. . . :
From hence 1 fet off for home by a bye-way, as little

known to my guide as to myfelf. =~ Eighteen China oranges,
which I had bought in Paar/ for one fkelling Dutch,
proved extremely ferviceable to me at this time; and a
large roll of tobacco which my fervant had taken with him,
was a {till more defirable vade mecum for him. He carried
really a heavy load, which however appeared to be very little
burden to him. On the other hand however, it muft be con-
fidered, that he went on always in a ftrait line, while I con-~
tinually ran from one fide to the other, peeping among the
bufhes. It was already dark when we arrived at a farm-
houfe, where the boor himfelf was not at home. During
his abfence, I drew his wife into a converfation concerning
houthold affairs, and found (what I much wondered at in
{fo fubftantial a houfe) that they had feldom any great
plenty of milk; and this on account of the dry barren hills

near
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near them, and other ‘caufes not worth mentioning here ;
but that on the other hand, they had a good ftock of
ftheep, fome arable land, and vineyards, which, by means
of water-conduits, ‘might be rendered fertile.” She was a
generous and good'kind of ‘woman as one would wifh to
fee, but unluckily happened to offer me juft every thing
that I did not wifh for, wine, brandy, and tobacco. Her
hufband, a very brifk lively old fellow, being at laft come
home, immediately:drank to me, faying, Perbaps you [up-
pofe that nobody knows any  thing but yourfelfy with your
berbs and you, but you fball fee that we African peafants are
not all fo. flupid as you think for. Upon this, by way of
Jurprifing me, he difplayedia few good books, and a heap
of trafh, on almoft every {cience; all of which I could do
no other than commend; as he did nothing but run be-
tween me and his book-cafe, and read over the whole title-
page of every book, the printer’s and book{eller’s name not

excepted. Yvu fees faysYe, that I'do not [pend my whole time
in following the plough. We almoft called one another Coufin-

Germans, he being a Livonian and I a Swede. At night
there was no danger of ftarving for want of victuals. You
muft eat bearty with us farmers, {aid the kind-hearted dame.
Eat and fpare not : wedo not grudge it yow. ‘They had their
butter and cheefe, together with hung-beef, or rather buf-
falo-flefh, from their grazing farms, almoft fix hundred miles
up the country. By the appearance of the foup and green-
peas 1 could plainly perceive, that my learned hoft had not

ftudied any books of cookery, which in Africa would have

been of much more ufe to him than poetry and the dead
languages.  The good woman of the houfe was obliged to

£o
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go to bed alone, while her hufband employed himfelf with
the hiftory of JosEPHUS, in order to convince me of his great
attachment to ftudy. Accordingly many people in this coun=~
try call their {laves, fome after the months, and others after
the days of the week in which they were born: ' Early in the
morning I was waked here by the horrid fhrieks and cries
of Fanumary and February, who were undergoing the dif-
cipline of their mafter’s lath, becaufe the horfes had not
been found the preceding evening. 'Soon after the fa-
mily got ready for going to church, but were prevented
by a fhower of rain. In the mean time we ate our break-
fafts, and drank to each others health; upon which I re-
turned: them thanks and took leave of them, with a lun-
cheon of bread and butter doubled: together, and fruffed
into may coat-pocket by my hoft and hoftefs, by way of
(weeghofi) - or provifion for my journey. I was fecretly
much affected at receiving fuch tokens of good-will, quite
undeferved on my part, from the hands of peoplc to-whom
I was an entire firanger.

The woman was goodnefs itfelf, but this goodnefs was
enfhrined in a mighty phlegmatic body. The old fellow’s
phrafeology, as well as his. library, difcovered, that he
wsa, as well as myfelf, a run-away ftudent. 1 likewife
afterwards came to know;' that he had been a {urgeon,
and had been fent thither as a foldier by kldnappers and
at the fame time I ‘learned; that he had got' the greater
part of his books by marriage with a parfon’s daughter, -
his prefent wife. This good woman could not have chofen,
to counteract her pblegm, a more choleric piece of goods for
a hufband, who, in fpite of a naturally good difpofition,

was
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was faid, for triflihg faults, to have beat feveral of his
flayes to death. I could give you, Sir; many inftances, that
the exercife of  any crime whatfoever, particularly fuch as
the flave trade, or the trafficking with the liberties of man-
kind, never fails to plunge men into diforders and rmf..
demeanours of various kinds.

On the lands belonging to this farm ftands the Tower
of Babel, fo they call a hill, which is mentioned by this
name by KoLBE, as being of a remarkable fize,  and
which will ever remain a ftanding monument of this au-
thor’s inaccuracy. I pafs over my little adventures with
Jerpents, feorpions, cameleons, and: other animals of the
lizard kind, well knowing, that you are not endued with
tafte enough to take pleafure in, and be fenfible of, the
beauties of thefe reptiles, a race of animals with which
this  Canaan 'of Africa abounds.  But I muft not omit to
tell you, how puzzled and undetermined we frequently
were on our return homewards, parta(:ularly once on a
large plain. Almoft at the end of it we met with feven
of the company’s fervants or foldiers, but by no means to
our advantage ; for thefe my fellow-chriftians, intoxicated
with the wine which they carried about them in leathern
baottles: or calabaffes, were at variance among themfelves,
and {eemingly did not wifth to give us any information, -as
every one of them pointed out to us an almoft entirely dif-
ferent way. Jabbering to me all at once in High Dutch, Low
Dutch, Hanoverian, 8c. they all endeavoured to make me
believe, that I thould meet with rivers, mountains, de-
fertsy and the like, if, according to their fea dialeét, I did not
frecr my ‘eourfe: right. Another afked me whither I was

bound ?
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bound ? and then told me how I fhould lay my tacks to
ftarboard and larboard. I thanked them, and got away
from them as well as I could; on which they formed a
ring round my fervant, and chattered to him about the
road till his head was quite turned. At length they got
into a difpute themfelves about the fame fubject, by which
means we both got loofe from them. What was now to
be done ? Being without chart or compafs, I endeavoured
to dire& my courfe by the fun, till I overtook a black hea-
then, who was tending theep; and in confequence of
whofe fober and fenfible dire&ions, I arrived in the even-
ing at a farm-houfe, the bailiff of which, a Hanoverian,
welcomed me in the moft friendly manner, with a hearty
flap of the hand, in the African ftyle. He entertained me
with milk; and an account of the love affairs and intrigues he
had when he was a foldier in England. He alfo gave me a
lift (which, by his defire, I took down in my pocket-book,
as the refult of his own experience) of the conftant or-
der of precedence in love, which ought to be obferved
among the fair fex in Africa: this was as follows. Firft the
Madagafcar women, who are the blackeft and handfomeft ;
next to thefe the Malabars, then the Bugunefe or Malays,
after thefe the Hottentots, and laft and worft of all, the
white Dutch women. The exceflively nice ftewed cab-
bage we had for fupper, he fuppofed to be the beft in the
world ; and at the fame time, that its crifpnefs proceeded
from the foil being highly impregnated with falt-petre, In
fatt, the land here was fandy and low, and probably contain-
ed much fea-falt. Being but two chriftians among twelve or
fourteen men flaves, we bolted the door faft, and had five

loaded
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loaded pieces hung over our bed.  During the whole even-
ing I had f{een the flaves in fuch good humour, and fo
kindly and familiarly treated, that (with regard to their
temporal matters at leaft) they really feemed to be better
off than many fervants in Europe; I therefore obferved
to my hoft, that his mildnefs and kindnefs was the beft
pledge for their good behaviour, and the fureft preferva-
tive againft their attacks. It may be fo, replied he, but
befides that, feveral runaway and rebel {laves are continual-
ly wandering about, in order to plunder houfes of victuals
and fire-arms, or elfe to draw others over to their party ;
we have likewife inftances of the blacks becoming furious
at night, and committing murder, more particularly on
the perfons of their mafters; but {fometimes, if they can-
not get at them, on fome of their comrades, or elfe upon
themfelves. I am here in the place of a mafter to them,
and am obliged to punith them whenever they behave ill
to me or to each other. The Bugunefe in particular are
revengeful, and nice about the adminiftration of juftice.
In order to avoid jealoufy, quarrels, and murder, my maf-
ter does not permit any female {laves to be kept here; but
I could with it were otherwife, as well as in other places,
where I formerly was a fervant. Now they are lonefome
and folitary, and confequently flow and fluggith enough,
The chief of my mafter’s income from this farm. arifes
from the breeding of horfes. Could he keep female flaves
here, he would get ftill more by the propagation of the
human fpecies; and indeed, a female {lave who is prolific,

is always fold for three times as much as one that is
‘barren.

Voui. L ' e ; ~ From
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AL From the information that I have juft given you, you
\A~~J will perhaps, my good friend, be apt to think with me,
that even the moft fupportable kind of tyranny always
brings with it its own punifhment, in troubled fleep and
an uneafy confcience. Slaves, even under the mildeft
tyrant, are bereaved of the rights of nature. The me-
lancholy remembrance of fo painful a lofs, is moft apt to
arife during the filence of the night, when it ceafes to be
diffipated by the buftle of the day. What wonder then,
if thofe who commit outrages on their liberties, fhould
fometimes be forced to fign and feal with their blood the
violated rights of mankind? Ought not my hoft, gentle as
he was, to fear the effets of defpair on twelve ftout fel-
lows forcibly taken from their native country, their kin-
dred, and their freedom ? Is it not likewife to be dreaded,
that thus fhut out from the commerce of the fair fex,
which {weetens life, and renders its cares fupportable, their
inclinations, which are extremely warm, fhould trefpafs
againft manhood t—In the courfe of our converfation on
rural ceconomy Itook notice, that a flave born in the coun-
try (efpecially a daffard) who can drive a waggon fafe and
well, and who can be trufted to infpect the other flaves,
or is looked upon as a clever and faithful fervant, bears
the price of five hundred rixdollars. One that is newly
brought from Madagafcar, or is in other refpeéts not fo
fkilful nor fo much to be depended upon, cofts from an
hundred to an hundred and fifty rixdollars. A horfe that
in Sweden would fetch ten rixdollars, cofts at the Cape
from thirty to forty; a draught ox from eight to ten; but
a tolerable good milch-cow from twelve to fourteen; one
1 ditto
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ditto brought from the mother country or any part of Eu-
rope, and of a fort that produces a great quantity of milk,
fells for forty or fifty rixdollars, and the purchafer thinks
himfelf favoured into the bargain; all which has fince
been confirmed to me by feveral others.

On Monday morning I took leave, and afked the road
towards home, when I was anfwered, ¢ There is no road this
way. You muit leave the road that goes to the Cape to the
right, and then go ftrait forward through the bufhes,
when you will come within fight of the mountain that
ftretches itfelf between Conftantia and the Cape; then go
ftrait forward over the dry barren plains, to the nook in
the mountain; you may remember it lies very near Con-
ftantia and your houfe. You will find no more farms in your
way home.” Well! thought I to myfelf, this looks asif I
fhould dine upon grafs to-day; I was vexed at having had no
breaftfaft, and was too bafhful to give a hint of it to my hoft,
who the day before had received me with fuch hofpitality.
We had not long been in fight of the mountain, before we
faw a cloud arife from it, which did not turn to rain till it
arrived at the plain we were in.  This thower, which was
pretty heavy, fubjected me to the greateft inconveniencies,
having expofed myfelf to be wet through, in order to fhel-
ter my herbal. But of fuch a nature is this climate, that
in a few minutes, as foon as the fun fhone out again, I
was quite dry. In the evening, when I came to Alpben, I

learned, that it had not rained there in the leaft, but the,

cloud covered the mountain in its ufual way.
I muft not omit to tell you, that on the road I feveral

times entered into a religious difcourfe with my heathen
L 2 com-
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177%  companion; he afferted, that I was the firft that had fpoken

"~/ to him on that {ubject, at the {fame time that he was fo .
ftupid (for fo he called himfelf) as not to know or com-
prehend any thing concerning it, nor did he think it was
for him to trouble himfelf with thefe matters ; however,
he did not feem unwilling to believe every thing that any
body fhould think proper to tell him. His thoughts had
never afcended to a fuperior being, nor led him to the firft
origin of any thing, to thecreature or tothe Creator. He very
well knew, that the white men aflembled together in the
churches, but had never thought of afking to what pur-
pofe. Very likely it may be {fo, was the anfwer he ufually
gave me, when I talked to him on this fubject. Notwith-
ftanding this, he feemed to have in fome meafure an ab-
horrence of vice, and a veneration for what was good,
The perfon, who at that time recommended him to my
fervice, gave him the character of being extremely faith-
ful. In other refpects his mind was capable enough of
being illumined; but as the making of profelytes brings
the Dutch in neither capital nor intereft, this poor foul,
with many others of his countrymen, was negleéted. But
more of this and other matters by the next opportunity
that offers.

I am, &c.

With the botanical excurfion, the detail of which is
given in this letter, I was extremely well pleafed on feve-
ral accounts. The fix laft days of it might almoft be call-
ed a forced march, intermixed with a good deal of leap-
ing, and (what tires one full as much) clambering. With

the
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the fame inclination, however, I think I could have lafted
out {feveral days longer in the fame manner. The next
day after my departure from the Cape, was, as I have al-
ready related, the moft tirefome to me; afterwards both
my limbs and joints feemed to get more ufed to the exer-
cife. The two or three firft days after I-had got home, I
felt myfelf fore and tender, or, as people ufually exprefs
it, beat and bruifed all over, but this went off by degrees :
in like manner as, thanks to the violent exercife I had
taken, fome difagreeable, though {light touches, of a rheu-
matic ‘gout entirely vanifhed, with which I had been

troubled fome time before, and that chiefly in rainy wea-
ther; and which did not return upon me, before I was ex-

pofed to the cold in the Antarétic polar circle.  After my

return home, however, 1 was wife enough to make a little
excurfion every day.

SECT

7

1772.
April,



78 <A o V:OXA GExTOL.THE

§ K0 O P V.

Refidence at Alphen, afier the Author’s return
from Paarl.

1772. N one of rny excurfions I had the good fortune to meet
,A,Pr,ﬂ' , A with Mr. Hemming, the fub-governor, on his farm, in

the diftri¢t of Conftantia ; who, though he thought hlghly of
the {cience of botany, was yet aftonifhed that my enthu-
fiafm for it fthould have carried me fo far about in the
fpace of fix days, viz. from the Cape over Ziger-berg
through Paarl, Botlary, and fo in a circle home again,
and this by no means by the neareft way.

Mr. Hemming’s garden was one of the beft in the dif-
trict ; he had taken pains to procure grafts of orange and
lemon-trees, and layers of the pomegranate from Spain,
from which he promifed him{felf fruit equal to the Spanifh,
as what grows at the Cape at prefent is not quite fo good.
Divers forts of cherry-trees, that grow here, {carcely pro-
«uced a fingle cherry,though various trials had been made
with them in different {pots. The beft method he had
found of rooting out a uniola, which was overrunning his
kitchen- garden, was to fow it with cabbage for a year, as he
had obferved, that this weed never throve on land where cab-
bages had been fown. The pi/ang was to be met with in his

garden
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garden of a luxuriant growth, but was faid not to produce
fruit of {o high a flavour as it does in its native country.
A fpecies of this grows wild in the Howutniquas country, a
diftrict fomewhat to the eaft of Mu/¢e-bay ; though I could
never find it there myfelf.

I continued at the farm at A/pben till about the middle
of November. Entirely taken up with the Cape plants, I
did not feldom revolve in my mind, how I fhould go on
with them for months and years enfuing ; but fate had
ordered it otherwife. In fact, it was ordained, that I {hould
‘fuddenly change the continent of Africa, its delightful fum-
mer-climate, and its beautiful flowers, -for a bleak cold
ocean, blocked up .with mountains of ice.

CHAP

o
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C H VA " Pod oFTE

VOYAGE TO THE SOUTH-SEA.

§ i€ T

The Circumfiances which gave occafion to this Voyage,

1772, HE circumftances which gave occafion to this voyage
Lﬁ’;b were as follows: The thips Re/o/ution and Adventure,

deftined to make a voyage towards the South Pole and round
the globe, were at that time at anchor in Zab/e-bay. The
Meflrs. FORsTER accompanied them in the capacity of natu-
ralifts ; and had an appointment from the Britifh crown of
40001l fterling, or 8ooo ducats, for the whole expedition.
They were brought to 4/pben by Major Van PREHM, in order
to be introduced to me. By this means I had the pleafure
of enjoying their company for a couple of days. As the
fouthern continent, which was ftill pretty generally fup-
pofed to exift, had taken no fmall hold on my imagina-
tion, this was fufficient reafon for me to congratulate

2 thefe
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thefe gentlemen on the truft repofed in them, and the
good fortune they had in vifiting as naturalifts, fo diftant
and unknown a part of our globe. 1 found them not only
eager cach for his own part to fulfil what the world ex-
pected and required of them, but they even went {o far
in their zeal for the more accurate inveftigation of nature,
as to think of procuring an affiftant, at no fmall coft to
themfelves, and therefore offered me my voyage gratis,
with part of fuch natural curiofities as they might chance
to collet, on condition of my affifting them with my poor
abilities. =~ Such an unexpeéted return to my compliment,
had almoft deprived me of the power of anfwering them,
had not my heart ditated to me the moft lively expreflions
of gratitude to them for the confidence they placed in me.
But before I could give a determinate anfwer to {o lucra-
tive‘and agreeable a propofal, which at the fame time did
‘me {o much honour, but likewife {et before me a tedious,
difficult, and dangerous voyage, the affair feemed to re-
quire fome confideration. Should I accept this offery thought
I, and the event prove fortunate, I fhould foon forget my
fatigues, nay, frequently remember with pleafure the dif-
ficulties I had undergone. On the other hand, fhould I
once neglect this opportunity, I fhould long have to up-
braid myfelf with the omiffion. I recollected, that the
great Linneus had frequently faid, nothing had vexed him
more in his whole life, than that, when he refided in Hol-
land, he had not accepted of the offer which had been
made him of taking a voyage to the Cape of Good Hope. |

As two Swedes, Dr. SOLANDER and Mr. SPOERING, with
remarkable honour to themfelyes and advantage to fcience,
w VoL L. M | had
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20 ‘had before undertaken a voyage to New Holland, &c. and
pfm_; {fo round the world, I could not help withing that a Swede
likewife might have the opportunity of making a vifit to
the fouth pole, and the continent fuppofed to be in the
vicinity of it. I had reafon as well as the Mefiis. FORSTER
to hope, that the affiftance of a third naturalift (meaning
myfelf) might add to the difcoveries of the curious pro-
duétions of nature, which the two others were fo intent
upon making ; efpecially in thofe places, which were now
‘about to be vifited for the firft, and probably for the laft
time. In other refpeéts, in cafe that any of the plants
which are {o ufeful in the colder parts of the north fhould
be found in the fouth, who could be fuppofed capable to
colleét them with {uch affiduity, or of preferving the feeds
of them with fo. much care as a Swede? Again, on the
other hand, if my voyage fhould prove unfuccefsful, I was
in hopes that my miferies, together with life itfelf, and all
its train of attendant evils, would have a fpeedy end. Qc-
cupied by reflections of this kind, I paffed the night, per-
haps more reftlefs than will eafily be imagined. The next
morning by day-break, the diftraction of my thoughts car-
ried me to my chamber window ; here I fixed my eyes on
the adjacent meadows, as though I meant to afk the plants
and flowers that grew on them, whether I ought to part
with them fo haftily. ‘They had for a leng time been
almoit my only joy, my fole friends and companions; and
now it was thefe only, which in a great meafure prevented
me from making the voyage. At length I came to the
refolution of undertaking it; yet with a fixed determina-
tion, that if I had the good fortune to come back to the

Cape,
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Cape, I would again occupy myfelf on this fame {pot with A
the moft delightful of +4ll employments, the inveftiga~ \wvau
tion of nature. 1 therefore began to get ready for my
journey s and fent {pecimens of the infects and plants I had
collected to Sir CHARLES LINN&Us and ether lovers of the
fcience. The reft of my collections, &c. I left at the Cape,
at the prefident’s houfe, defiring him to difpatch them to
Sweden, in cafe he fhould receive any certain information
of our fhip’s being loft; or in cafe my abfence for any
length of time, thould give him reafont to doubt of my re-
turn. ‘The danger of the journey was, however, the leaft
of my cares ; the fuppofed length of it, together with my
ignorance of the Englifh language, as well as of the dif-
pofition of the people, with whom I was to be converfant
during the whole time, perplexed me much more. The
farewel letters I wrote to fome of my relations were fo
much the more painful to me, as I could eafily imagine
to my{elf their anxiety and uneafinefs on the account of
my impending fate. I therefore thought it moft advifeable,
to reprefent my journey to be as eafy and commodious as
was confiftent with any degree of probability.

In the feven months that had paffed fince my departure
from my native country, I had had no news from thence.
I now gave up all thoughts of getting a fingle word of in-
telligence from any part of Europe for four times that
period. ‘Thus circumftanced, how much it coft me to go
on board, I leave thofe to imagine who are not entirely
devaid of feeling.

What happened during this remarkable voyage, I fear
would be liable to tedious repesitions, were I to relate it in

M 2 the
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,';7,,751'. the form of a journal, partly on account of the frequent
A~ occurrence of events pretty nearly refembling each other,
and partly by reafon that various iflands were vifited {everal
times; a more particular account of the voyage therefore,
I muft defer to fome other opportunity. In the mean while,
for the fake of preferving the order and connexion of time,
it feems requifite, that I fhould here, in its proper place,
give fome account, though as concifely as poflible, of the
different regions we explored during the fucceeding twenty-
eight months, till the time of my landing again fafe at
the Cape.

SECT.
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Voyage from the Cape of Good Hope to New
Zealand,

N the 22d of November, 1772, at four o’clock in the
afternoon, we failed from the Cape. The very fame

day ftormy weather, and the difagreeable kind of ficknefs
which ufually attends people at fea on their fetting out, ap-
peared to a degree fufficient to make many wifh themfelves
on fthore. Within eighteen days from our leaving the flowery
meads of the Cape, we found ourfelves very near a confider-
able large floating ifland of ice. The thermometer ftood at
a few degrees above the freezing point, while our latitude
was only go deg. fouth. How difagreeably we paffed the
remainder of the fummer in this hemifphere, may be ga-
thered from this, that we made our way through floating
iflands of ice, fometimes as big as mountains, till we came
to lat. 67'. 10"; fo that we are, and probably fhall
continue to be, the only mortals that can boaft of the
frozen honour (as I may call it) of having pafled the ant-
arctic polar circle. A hundred and twenty-two days, or
fomething more than feventeen weeks, were elapfed, with-
out our having been able to fee land; but not without

our having gone through divers perils, not to mention the
hardfhips

1772-
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hardfhips which we underwent of various kinds ; efpeci-
ally that of having, for the greater part of the above-men-
tioned period, remained in exceflively cold latitudes, con-
tinually furrounded with ice. The aurora aufiralis, which
in the fouth is the {fame as the northern lights in our he-
mifphere, a fpeétacle never before feen by a European,
now appeared feveral times in the month of March, on
the 26th day of which month we anchored in Du/y-day,
fituated near the fouthernmoft promontory of New Zealand,
From hence we went to Caok’.r-/i‘mz’t, where we had a f ght
of that moft fingular junétion of the water with the clouds,
which by failors is called the water-fpout; and the next
day, being the 18th of April, we anchored in Queen

Charlottés-found. 'The other fhip, the ddventure, had
been feparated from wus ever fince the 8th of January in

the preceding year, by a fog. After this {he had invefti-
gated the weftern coaft of Van Diemen’s Land in New Hol-
land, and'a part of the coaft by which it is fuppofed to be
joined with Sowth Wales, which latter was difcovered in
Captain Coox’s former voyage. It was great pleafure to
us to find, that this thip had, fortunately for us, landed
at the place previoufly agreed upon for the rendezvous.
The plants and trees in this country are, excepting fome
of its ferns and moffes, almoft entirely unknown, and
different from thofe that grow in other parts of the globe.
Thefe, therefore, together with the new f{pecies of birds
and fithes which are to be found here, afforded me an
agreeable occupation. The inhabitants, on the other hand,
a race of cannibals, live in fuch a miferable condition, and
have fuch manners and cuftoms, as may excite our pity

and
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and compaffion in behalf of our own {fpecies; yet, as
among civilized nations there are not wanting fuch as are
a difgrace to human nature, fo among thefe very de-
vourers of their own {pecies, one might difcover fome traces
of a good difpofition, as well as the feeds of ingenuity,
which, under the foftering care of the foul-informing
fciences, might render thefe our fellow-creatures, now
plunged in darknefs, a much mere virtuous and happy
people.

This nation chiefly depends on fifthing for its fupport;
and by purfuing fuch an uncertain livelihood, they want
both time and inclination for agriculture and the mechani-
cal arts, as well as for that order and regularity which is
requifite for the prevention of the barbarifm in which
thefe poor people are aftually plunged. For while they
are fecking after their food in the water, they {uffer their
lands to be infefted with an uncommeonly large kind of
ftinging nettles, with other weeds and thorny plants, fo
that they are very frequently obliged to tranfpert their
huts to defert fhores, unftable and floating, as are the
animals, which they have to purfue in a boundlefs element.
Notwithftanding this, the foil poffefles fuch a degree of
fecundity, that it is capable of being converted into the
moft fertile arable land or vine-yards, fufficient to give food
and other conveniencies of life to a great number of inha-
bitants, who, united ameng themfelves, would compofe
a very powerful republic, and be in a condition to extend
their commerce and conqueits over the whole Pacific Ocean.

(Collate with this my oration on laying down the office of

prefident of the royal academy of fciences.)

1773
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Firft Voyage jfrom New Zealand to Otaheite, and
from thence back again to New Zealand.

N the 7th of June we failed from New Zealand, and
had thoughts of taking in refrefhments in fome of

the warmer iflands, as the cold feafon was now fet in in
this part of the world. After we had been at fea a few

days, we refolved upon killing a fat, though ugly Dutch
dog, before the fcurvy, together with the fhort commons
of the fhip, fhould render his flefh unfit for eating. Al-
ready ufed in our run between the Cape and New Zealand
to put up with fheep that had died of the {curvy or other
diforders, difeafed hens and geefe, we certainly were not
now in a condition to turn up our nofes at a roafted dog,
which was really nice and well-tafted. After we had pafled
the tropic, we came in fight of divers iflands, fome of
which had been difcovered before, and others had
been hitherto entirely unknown; and on the 16th of Au-
guft we arrived at the far-famed, though, perhaps, too
highly celebrated, ifland of Otabeite. We were in the
greatef’c danger of fuffering thipwreck on this ifland, facred

to
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to love; for our keel ftruck feveral times very hard againft P
the coral rocks, before we came to anchor. After re- \w A~/
maining here fourteen days we vifited the iflands of Hua-

beine, Uliatea, and Otaba, and afterwards difcovered a new,
but probably an uninhabited ifland; looked out for the
iflands of New Amfterdam and New Middleburg, difcovered
about a hundred years ago by Tasman ; and having found
them, and taken in refrefhments there, returned again to
Rueen Charlotte’s-found, in New Zealand, after having been
abfent from it about half a year. During this run, ac-
cording to the time of the year it was winter; but, with

refpect to our feelings and the warmth of the weather, it
was fummer. We likewife met with a greater variety of

remarkable fubjects for defcription (fuch as the different
countries, their produce, the nations that inhabited them,
and their peculiar cuftoms and manners) than I am able
to comprize here in a fmall compafs. 1 cannot, however,
help relating fome few events that happened at different
times: as for -inftance, one evening when both fhips,
driving before a brifk gale of wind, wanted to fpeak with
each other, they came fo near together in confequence of
the great {well of the fea, and the dilatory manceuvering
of the men at the helm of one of the fhips, that not-
withftanding the officer of the watch repeatedly called
out with the greateft anxiety, farboard and port, they
were within a hair’s breadth of ftriking againft each other;
in which cafe they would doubtlefs have dafhed one another
to pieces in an inftant, or elfe have both gone to the bottom:-
As befides myfelf very few people, not even the officers

WOL. T N belonging,
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h Z£3 belonging to the watch, were on deck, this accident is neither
. mentioned in the log- -book of the fhip, nor in any of the
Journa]s yet publifhed. It feemed in the beginning as if
both thips would ftrike with their broadfides againft each
other, but direétly upon that the Adventure dropped
aftern, and with the point of her bow{prit came within two
or three yards at leaft of our mizen-throuds, and fo made
a flourifh over our taffarel and enfign-ftaff. Upon this,
an officer who belonged to another watch immediately ob-
ferved, that it was in the higheft degree imprudent, and
without the leaft thow of reafon, to fail up to each other
in fuch a brifk gale and high furge; to which the officer
of the watch made no farther reply, than juft to repeat
feveral times with great feeming. fatisfaction, ¢ It is all
over now.” Indeed, they both allowed, that we were very
near {uffering thipwreck in the middle of the ocean. The
other accident I fhall relate, concerned myfelf alone. Once
when I was on a botanical excurfion in Huaheine, fome
Indians fell upon me and plundered me; leaving the up-
per part of my body quite naked, with feveral marks
of violence on my head and breaft. This incident pro-
ceeded partly from a fancy the Indians had taken to.
my clothes, and partly from a defire of revenge; Captain
Cook having juft before been obliged to drive away
an impudent Indian by force, and take his weapons
from him.

We were feparated from the Adventure on the coaft
of New Zegland by a ftorm, and never faw her after-
wards.  She came- to anchor in ueen Charlottes-found,

before
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before we went from thence, where the had the misfor- i)
tune to lofe her whole boat’s crew, confifting of ten men, \w~~J
who were Kkilled, roafted, and eaten by the cannibals.

Upon which fhe fet out on her way home, and arrived

in Europe a year before the fhip commanded by Captain

CooK.
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Second Voyage from New Zealand to Otaheite, and
from thence back again.

N the 23th of November in the year 1773, we fail-

ed from New Zealand, in order once more, and
during another {fummer, to explore the cold {fouthern
latitudes. From the 13th to the 2xft of December we
pafied for the firft, and in all probability for the laft time,
that part of the globe, which is the dire¢t antipodes to
Sweden; {o that I was now on the {pot the moft diftant
from my native country of any on the whole globe, as
the neareft way home, fuppofing one could go through
the center of the earth, or the length of the whole earth’s
diameter, was about {ix thoufand eight hundred and twenty-
one miles. This aftonifhing diftance, however, did not
prevent my rapid thoughts from frequently vifiting my
beloved countrymen and relations during this period,
while my feet were in direét oppofition to their’s.  After
this we advanced ftill farther, infomuch that on the 20th of
December we pafled the antarétic circle a fecond time, and
did not repafs it till the 25th, fo that we kept our Chrift-
mas-eve (though, it muft be owned, a very meagre one)
in the frigid zone. On the 26th of the following month

we
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we pafled the fouthern polar circle, for the third time. 774
We now penetrated into the fouthern regions as far as we \o~~o
could go; as before we had got to 71 deg. 14 min. we
were prevented by the ice from putting in execution the
fcheme we had fondly formed of hoifting the Britith flag
in a fixth part of the world, or even in the {fouthern pole
itfelf.  We now therefore turned about to the north, in
order to take in refrefhments in a warmer climate, as win-
ter or the cold feafon was expeéted foon to return.

On the. 14th of March we anchored off Eaffer-ifland,
which is fituated in 27 deg. S. lat. and 199 deg. 46 min.
W. long. Here we found no good water, and few refrefh-
ments of any fort. The lava and other volcanic productions
that we faw here, together with fome huge images of ftone
raifed to fome height from the ground, plainly evinced,
that fome violent revolution of the earth had defaced a
country which had been formerly in a more flourithing

condition, and thereby reduced a once powerful nation to
the wretched ftate in which we now found it.

On the 16th of March we failed from hence, and on
the 7th of April anchored off one of the Marque/as iflands.
Thefe are fituated in about 1o deg. of lat. The greater
part of them were difcovered by the Spaniards a hundred
years ago. The inhabitants gave us feveral proofs of their
difpofition to hoftilities as well as thieving, fo that we were
obliged to leave them fomebloody marksof the efficacy of our
fire-arms. Having ftaid here a few days we fet {ail, and af-
ter a quick paffage, landed at 7eokea, in lat. 14’. We met with
{ome hoftilities from the people here, but contented ourfelves
with infpiring them with terror, by firing our cannons %Vt?r

their
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Y4 their heads. We afterwards difcovered feveral {mall iflands,
A~ and at length, on the 22d of April, came to anchor for
the fecond and laft time off Ozabeite, where we remained
till the fourteenth of May. Various circumiftances contri-
buted to render our abode here more delightful than be-
fore. We now procured many more interefting informa-
tions touching this country and people, than were known
before., On the 2d of June we were informed by fome
of the inhabitants, that two fhips had landed at Huabeine
or Ovabeine, one of which was larger than ours. By f{ub-
{fequent accounts from Spain we know, that this thip was
from the Spanifh fettlements in America; and that the
year before, during our ftay at Otaheite, fome of the crew
belonging to a Spanifh fhip had been left there, one of
whom had aétually hid himfelf in a crowd of people, on
being, though dreflfed in the Indian fafhion, taken by an
Englith failor for a European, and accordingly accofted by
him in the French language. This, with {everal other
circumftances, makes it highly probable, that the Spanith
fhips were fent both years to be fpies upon us, and to
make reprifals upon us in return for our vifits in a part of
the world of which they are {fo extremely jealous, and of
which they look upon themfelves as the fole proprietors ;.
efpecially confidering that previoufly to this they have,
merely on account of their carrying on an illicit commerce,
punifhed many Englithmen, by condemning them to hard
labour in their mines. (See the Gottingen Magazine for
1780, No. L p. 75.)

After we quitted Otabeite we paid a Vvilit to Huabeine
and. Ulitea, likewife for the fecond and laft time ; leaving
en the latter ifland a fenfible youth, who about eight

months
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months before had had the courage to come on board of us.
His name was OEDIDE, though otherwife called MAHEINE.
On the 4th of June we failed from Ulitea, and on the
6th pafled by Hove's ifland. On the 16th we difcovered
Palmerflone’s iland, and on the 2oth Savage ifland, fo call-
ed from our being received by the favages there in a very
hoftile manner. They hit me on the arm with a large
ftone, and threw a javelin among us. For which reafon
- we did not ftay to anchor here, but went on to Namocka,
or New Rotterdam, one of the friendly ifles above-men-
tioned. In the fame vicinity we faw feveral iflands, be-

{ides thofe difcovered by Tasman, and upon one of them

there appeared a volecano. On the 2d of July we defcried a
fmall inhabited ifland, which we called Twrtle Ifland, and
the next day made a hafty landing there. On the 16th
we came to the iflands difcovered by Quiros, which M.
BougainNviILLE inveftigated more narrowly, calling them
the Cyclades ; but Captain Cooxk, whonow difcovered a greater
number of them, gave to the whole of this Archipelago
the name of the New Hebrides. Off one of thefe, to which
we gave the name of Mallicolay we caft anchor on the 22d
of July. Here we found a diminutive race of people, with
a language peculiar to themfelves, and poifoned weapons.
They received us in a friendly manner, notwithftanding

Which there happened a fkirmifh between us ; however,

after ftaying there a couple of days, we parted friends.
On the 3d of Auguft we anchored for a few hours be-

fore Irromanga, a newly difcovered ifland, the inhabitants’

of which offered to detain our captain-and boat, an attempt

Which many of them paid for with their lives, although
but
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but two of our people were wounded. On the 4th we
anchored before the ifland of Zanna, in 19 deg. 30 min.
S. lat.  Clofe by the harbour there was a volcano, which
thowered afhes upon us every day. The fmoke, flame,
and loud thunder proceeding from this mountain, afforded
a beautiful and fublime fpectacle. ‘The inhabitants fpoke
a peculiar language, of which we had not the leaft know-
ledge; and fhewed us much friendfhip, though not with-

‘out committing fome hoftilities, which drove us to the dif=

agreeable neceflity of ftaining this otherwife hofpitable fhore,
with the blood of fome of the inhabitants. On the 2oth
we fteered again for the northern ifles of this Archipelago,
but at length quitted them entirely, after having fpent in

the inveftigation of them forty-fix days; a period of time,
in which we alternately experienced pleafure, difguft, and

danger. More than once we were expofed to the poifoned
weapons of the natives, from the flighteft wound arifing
from which, we had every reafon to dread as painful and
terrible a death, accompanied with madnefs, as happened
to fome of Captain Carferet’s crew, when they were wound-
ed on the coaft of New Guinea. At one time our thip had
run aground ; at another fhe was in danger of dafhing
againft the rocks ; and at another time, viz. on the 1ft of
Auguft, of being confumed by fire in the open fea; when
it would have been our wretched fate, either to be blown up
in the air, or to have fought for death in the briny ocean,

On the 4th of September, after three days fail, we dif-
covered the largeft ifland, next to New Zealand, in the
whole Pacific Qcean, which by Captain Coox was called
New Caledonia, and feemed with refpect to its foil and ve-

3 getables
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getables to refemble New Holland. 'The inhabitants were seﬁiﬁﬂu.
civil and hofpitable, but poor, and {poke a language pecu- w =~
liar to themfelves. At this place, by great good fortune,
I avoided eating the liver of a poifonous fith, in company
with the captain and Meflrs. For/fer, who were extremely
ill for fome days afterwards. On the 15th, for want of
wind, we were near being driven on the rocks; and on the
28th at night were in the moft dangerous fituation, being
furrounded by a coral reef. That evening, when I went to
bed, there was the greateft probability that I {hould never
wake again, but at my very laft gafp: I however had
the good fortune to go to fleep diretly, and flept very
found, and the next morning to find that I had efcaped the
moft imminent danger that could well be imagined.

On the 1oth of O&ober we faw Norfolk ifland, in 29
deg. 2 min. S. lat. the firft difcovery the Englifh made
beyond the tropics. We landed upon it, and found it un-
inhabited. On the 18th we came for the third time to
anchor in Queen Charltte’s Sound in New Zealand.

Voui. 1. 0 SECT.
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Voyage from New Zealand to Terra del Fuego, and
from thence farther on towards the South Pole.

o«

N the 1oth of November we failed from New Zea-

land, Our fhip was now found to have {prung a
leak, but not of any confequence. In the {pace of fix
weeks, we had failed over the whole ocean between New
Zealand and the fouthernmoft part of America ; and on the
2 oth of December anchored to the {fouth of Terra del Fuego,
where we faw the moft wretched race of men in the world.
On the 29th we pafled Cape Horn, and on the 31ft, or
New-year’s eve, we anchored off a little ifland near Szaaten-
land, in the ftraits of Le Ma?re; here we had an agreeable
amufement in hunting an innumerable quantity of fea-
lions, feals, and fea-fowls.

On the 23d of January, 1775, we failed to the fouth-
eaft, and on the 14th difcovered the ifland of Souzh Georgia,
in lat. 54 deg. 38 min. Here we landed in all {peed, and
though it was now the fummer feafon, we found the whole
country covered with an eternal fnow, excepting fome of its
coafts, on which there grew only one fingle {pecies of grafs,
and a fort of /anguiforba. This horrid country, however,

4 afforded
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afforded us fome freth provifions, viz. the fleth of the L

fea-lion and feal ; a kind of food that we had fome time \w~w

before learnt to put up with. We afterwards found one
after another, feveral {mall iflands and rocks; on one of

which, in confequence of a fog arifing, we very narrowly
efcaped being fhipwrecked; an accident which, in the
circumftances we were in, would inevitably have put an
end to our voyage and difcoveries, together with our
lives.

On the 28th of January, in lat. 60, the fhip could make
no way on account of the ice. On the 31ft we found
ourfelves in a fog, and very near a high land, covered
every where with an eternal fnow ; but the approach of
winter and other circumftances, occafioned us to give over
all farther inveftigation of this place. This furtheft point
of land that we could fee, we called the fouthern Thule, as
being the moft diftant land feen in this hemifphere.

O 2 SECT.
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ANVOYAGE sTOTHE

R R O e
Return to the Cape of Good Hope.

T length we quite turned our backs upon thefe cold

latitudes, when the daily increafing warmth, and
our approach to the north, to the civilized world, to our
friends and our home, contributed to enliven us with the
hopes of a quick and fortunate conclufion to the whole
voyage, and the many difagreeable circumftances attend-
ing it. But that we now had many more hardfhips to
undergo, than ByrRoN, WaLLIS, and Cook had fuffered
in their former voyages round the earth, many of our
officers, as well as of the crew, who had been on one or
more of thofe voyages, attefted. The purpofes intended
to be anfwered by our voyage, particularly that of ap-
proaching as near as we could to the fouth pole, required
other attempts to be made, other dangers to be undergone :
the remainder of the voyage confequently, was almoft a
concatenation of dangers and hardfhips.

On the17th of March we faw land, viz.the coaft of 4frica.
The reader may eafily imagine, how delightful a fight this
was to us. In the mean while, entirely ignorant of the
ftate of affairs in Europe, we could not, when once in fight

of
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of the harbour itfelf, affure ourfelves that we fhould not
be picked up by fome unknown enemy, who might carry

us out as prifoners, perhaps to the moft diftant part of the
Eaft-Indies. The next day, however, we overtook a Dutch

veflel, and reccived from her the joyful news of a general
peace. - Before night we faw feveral fails more, which
feemed to be fteering by the Cape, and making as faft as
poffible for Europe; and with no {mall pleafure, particu-
larly on my part, we faw the Swedith flag flying upon two
of them. The ocean had hitherto, during our voyage, been
really too lonefome and defolate a theatre to us; and it
would be neceffary to be as weary of the uniformity of it,
as. we were, in order to enjoy a fight upon it, which at
any other time would have been of no confequence.  Nei-
ther is it any wonder, that in fo long a fpace of time, we
came to be in {fome meafure weary of each others company ;
when, for inftance, thofe who were ufed to entertain the

company with tales and anecdotes, were obliged to have
recourfe two or three times to the fame ftories, in order to

furnifh their quota in converfation.

The following morning we overtook an Englifh fhip
called the Zrue Briton, commanded by Captain: BROADLY,
who fent us fome old news-papers. Full of love for my
native country, I firft and foremoft, with the greateft eager-
nefs, ran over all the articles in them that concerned Sweden
but found only a couple of lines, which gave me to under-
ftand that a great revolution had taken place there, but
did not fay when or how. This gave rife to divers con-
jectures amongft us, and was to me in particular an affect-

ing fubject to ruminate upon ; but from what the Englifh
told
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vas: told ey as well as from what my own ideas fuggefted to me,

./ I was convinced, that the commotions in the Swedith go-
vernment were then almoft at fuch a height, as fcarcely to be
capable of growing worfe, and that thus this news in all
probability argued fomething better. = This confideration
was not without its effe¢t in comforting me, till time thew-
ed how extremely right we had been in our cenjectures.

At length on the Wednefday following, being the 22d
of March, 1775, after a voyage of fixty thoufand miles,
and an abfence of two years and a quarter from the Chrif-
tian and civilized part of the world, we came again to
anchor in 7able-bay. Thofe who before us had failed round
the globe always went to the weftward, and thus loft a day
in their reckoning. But, as we made the fame voyage
towards the eaft, and thus continually anticipated the rifing
of the fun, we were confequently the firft, and, indeed, only
navigators, who had gained a day, or found a fuper-
numerary day on their journals. Confequently, according

" to the Dutch almanacks at the Cape, in was on Tuefday,
or the 21ft of March, that we landed there; fo that,
direétly contrary to every known and ufual mode of ex-
preflion, we actually had two Tuefdays in one week.

It was now a thing which we earneftly wifthed for, as
well as of the greateft confequence to us, to enter the
harbour, as feveral of our crew were attacked with the
fcurvy. Our unparalleled prefervatives of four-crout and
wort, had, it muft be owned, pretty well kept us from
the ravages of this otherwife deftructive diforder, fo that
we loft only one of our crew by ficknefs (an old complaint
of the lungs) fince we left the Cape; but our blood and

humours
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humours were, as well as our malt, and the greateft part 1775
of our provifions, in confequence of the length of the \~au
voyage, fpoiled and corrupted. Our bread was, and had
been for a long time, both mufty and mouldy ; and at the
fame time {warming with two different forts of little brown
grubs (the curculio granarius, or weevily and the dermefies
paniceus) which either in that ftate or in that of their /arvas,
or maggots, had neftled themfelves into every bit of bread
that we had, fo that we could not poffibly avoid eating
them; and they frequently difcovered themifelves to us,
the former by a bitter, the latter by a difagreeable cold
talte in the mouth. Nay, their larvas, or maggots, were
found in fuch quantities in the peas-foup, as if they had
been ftrewed over our plates on purpofe, fo that we could
not avoid {wallowing fome of them in every {poonful we
took. The peas ufed for this purpofe, had been ground
a little in England, that they might boil the eafier, but
had by this very means afforded an eafier paflage to thefe
difguftful infects.

What was of {till more confequence, was, that we had
only a quantity of bread, bad as it was, fufficient for a
few days on board; and as for the brandy, an article of
great importance to the crew, it was, if I remember right,
quite gone the day before we arrived in the harbour.
Pepper, vinegar, coffee and fugar, by the help of which,
taking them in their turns, the falt provifion would have
been lefs hurtful to us, we had for a long time been en-
tirely without. Our falt meat, now almoft three years old,
having been kept on board during the whole of this period,

was the moredried and fhrunk up, as the falt had had fomuch
: the
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N the longer time to abforb to’itfelf and dry up all the moi-

A~ fture and juices. Thefe, with feveral other difficulties,
occafioned the joy we felt at having got into the harbour,
where we fhould be able in many refpeéts to lead, as it
were, a new life, to be as unbounded as it was univerfal.
With pleafure, likewife, and longing defire, we received
our letters from Europe, but not without a very natural
anxiety and fear, left we fhould find in them accounts of
the lofs of our deareft friends and acquaintance. After
about five weeks ftay at the Cape, the Refolution failed
for England, attended with my moft hearty good wifhes.
The civilities I had received from almoft every body on
board this thip, the dangers I had undergone in it, and
the friendfhips, which during that long {pace of time I had
had an opportunity of making, gave me, it muft be owned,
fufficient caufe. I, for my part, in purfuance of the refo-
ution I had previoufly made, ftaid behind in Africa, in
order to continue my refearches in this country, of which
1 therefore now refume the relation,

G HAE
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JourNEY FROM CAPE TowN TO THE COUNTRY OF THE
CAFFRES.

gy g oy SRERE

Refidence at Cape Town previous to the Author's African
Expedition.

Y defires and thoughts continually ran upon making

a journey into the internal parts of this country, and

vifiting the different nations of it. For the prefent, how-

ever; I was obliged to ftay in the town, and wait for the
appearance of {pring or the fine {feafon.

I have obferved before, that the quaade mouffon, or win-

ter, is reckoned to laft from the 14th of May to the fame

day in Auguft; and that during that time, fhips feldom
venture to run into 7abdle-bay. A Dutch veffel, which
neverthelefs ftill ftaid here on fome particular bufinefs, and

on the night fucceeding the 14th day had thrown out all
Yo LK °3

her
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her anchors on account of the violence of the north-weft
wind, was very near being driven on the rocky ground
that lies by the fide of the fort. The day after this, or
the 1 5th, the bay was fo much agitated by the ftorm, that
no boat or {loop could go to or from the above-mentioned
fhip. The next evening the wind increafed as the night
came on, and the poor feamen had reafon to fear that every
minute would be their lait. The extreme darknefs of the
night, contributed not a little to make the danger, and even
death itfelf more terrible. I lived in the upper ftory of a
ftone houfe towards the higher part of the town, where
the hurricane thook the windows, roof, and, I had almoft
faid, the whole houfe. This my fituation, as well as the
more dangerous one of the Dutch {hip, awakened in me a
lively remembrance of the Antarétic cold, and the various
ftorms I had experienced ; and made me more thoroughly
‘enfible of the comforts of a good warm bed-chamber upon
terra firma, but at the fame time excited in me {fo much
the greater compaffion for the veffel in diftrefs.  Contrary
to all expectation however, its anchor and tackling were
proof that night again{t the ftorm ; and the next day’s calm,
at the fame time that it put the fhip out of danger, diffufed
fatisfation over the countenances of every one. Another
event of this kind, though it happened during my ab-
fence, while I was gone on my voyage to the South Sea,
deferves however to be recorded in this place, more efpe-
cially as it is a farther proof of the unfafenefs of this
road in winter. ' Here follows the account of ity as I had
it confirmed to me by feveral eye-witnefles.

The

Y
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'The thip Yong Thomas, which happened to ftay in Table-
bay till the boifterous feafon had commenced, was driven
on fhore by a ftorm near the land on the fide of Zowu¢
Rivier, not far to the northward of the fort. Early in the
morning, as foon as this happened, orders were iffued by
government, that no one thould, on pain of death, pre-
fume to approach, even from afar, this unlucky fhore ;
where, to give weight and authority to this refolution of
theirs, they had with equal readinefs erected gibbets, and
at the fame time pofted troops all over the neighbourhood ;
but neither thefe, nor any other meafures taken by them,
were in any way conducive to the faving of the crew,
being merely calculated to prevent fuch goods and mer~
chandize being ftolen as might chance to be thrown up
in the wreck. The fhip, however, was wrecked very near
the fhore; fo that the crew’s diftrefs and calls for afliftance,
were heard very diftinétly ; but the {fwell of the fea, which
with the greateft violence wafhed over the fhip and broke
againft the ftrand, made it impoffible for them to fave
themfelves in boats, and highly dangerous to attempt it
by fwimming. Some of thofe who ventured to {wim to
fhore, were thrown againft the rocks and dafhed to pieces;
others, as foon as they had arrived at the fhore were car-
ried back again by another wave and drowned. One of
the keepers of the company’s menagerie, who before break
of day, ere the prohibition was made public, had rode out
to carry his fon (a corporal in the army) his breakfaft,
came by that means to be a fpectator of thefe poor people’s
diftrefs ; at the fight of which he was touched with com-

paflion of fo noble a kind, and at the fame time fo opera-
P 2 tive,
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tive, that feating himfelf firm on his fpirited horfe, he
fwam him over to the fhip; encouraged fome of them
feverally to lay hold of the end of a rope, which he threw
out to them for that purpofe, and others to faften them-
felves to the horfe’s tail; then turned about, and carried
them fafe on fhore. ‘This animal’s natural aptnefs for
{wimming, the great fize of his body, the firmnefs and
ftrength of his limbs, prevented him from being eafily
overpowered by the fwell of the fea.

But unfortunately this generous and active veteran him-
felf became a victim to death. Fourteen young perfons he
had actually faved; and while endeavouring to preferve
more than it was poffible for him to do in {fo fhort a time,

he and his horfe were both drowned. 'The occafion of
this was as follows ; after the feventh turn, having ftaid a

little longer than ufual to reft himfclf, the pcor wretches
on board were afraid that he did not intend to return; for
this reafon being impatient, they redoubled their prayers
and cries for afliftance; upon which, his tendereft feeling
being wrought upon, he again haftened to their relief ere
his horfe was fufficiently refted. 'The poor animal, almoft
fpent, now f{unk the fooner under his burden, inafmuch
as too many fought to be faved at one time; and one of
them, as it was thought, happened wunluckily to. catch
hold of the horfe’s bridle, and by that means drew its head
under water, ‘This bold and enterprizing philanthropift
commands our efteem and admiration the more, as he had
put himfelf into this danger for the relief of others, with-
out himfelf being able to {fwim. I have therefore confi-
dered it as my peculiar duty, as well as a pleafure, to

preferve
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preferve his name, which was VoLTEMAD, together with
this gallant exploit of his in thefe pages. Infpired with
fimilar fentiments, the Eaft-India dire¢tors in Holland,
on receiving intelligence of this affair, raifed 2 monument
to his memory, in a manner worthy of themfelves and
him, by calling one of their new-built fhips after his
name, and ordering the whole ftory to be painted on the
ftern. Thefe orders were accompanied with letters to the
regency at the Cape, the contents of which were as fol-
lows : That in cafe VOLTEMAD bad left any iffue in the mi-
litary or civil department, they fhould take care to provide
Jor them, and make their fortune as [peedily and effectually as
poffible.  But unfortunately, in the fouthern hemifphere
they had not all the fame grateful fentiments, The young
corporal VoLTEMAD, Who had been an eye-witnefs to his
father’s having offered himfelf up in the fervice of the
- company and of mankind, was refufed his father’s.place,
though the appointment to it could fcarcely be confidered
as any promotion. From mere chagrin, therefore, he had
already quitted that ungrateful country, and was gone to
Batavia, where he died before the news of {o great and
unexpected a recommendation ecould reach him. ‘There
were feveral inhabitants of the Cape, who, while they,
with a laudable emotion, lamented the unhappy fate of
VoLTtEMAD and his fon, affirmed, that a{mall line might,
by fome good fwimmer, or by Voltemad himfelf, have
been handed from the ftrand to the fhip; by means of
Which one or more {tout ropes might have been ftretched
out between thefe latter, for the purpofe of faving the

crew. It was likewife thought, that the iffuing of that
fevere
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fevere prohibition, and the appointment of the guard of
foldiers, were not of fuch ufe to the company as they
were imagined to be; as, not to mention other things,
even {fo heavy a commodity as iron was ftolen away from
the wreck ; which, after the ftormm had abated, and the
{ea, that had rifen confiderably, had retired again, as good
as lay upon dry land.

Under the pretence of preventing the people belonging
to the fhip from being plundered, they were direily put
under a guard upon the {pot from that time till the even-
ing; and that without their having taken any refrefhment,
although they were wet and hungry, and wearied out with
the labour of the preceding night. For feveral days after
this they were feen wandering up and down the ftreets,
begging clothes and viétuals. One of thefe, indeed, is re-
ported to have met with peculiarly rough treatment. This
was a failor, who, in order the better to fwim for his life,
went off from the wreck almoft naked, and having got
fafe on fhore with his cheft, opened it, in order to take out
a waiftcoat to cover his nakednefs; he was, however, not
only hindered in fo doing by a young chit of an officer, but
was obliged to put up with a few ftrokes of a cane into the
bargain; being told at the fame time, that he was liable
to be hanged without delay on one of the newly-ereéted
gibbets; as, direétly contrary to the exprefs prohibition of
government, he had prefumed to meddle with goods faved
from the wreck. The failor excufed himfelf with faying,
that it was impoffible for him not to be ignorant of the
prohibition, and that he could clearly prove himfelf to be
the right owner of the cheft by the key of it (which, in

the
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the failor’s fathion, was faftened to his belt,) as well as by
a pfalm-book, wherein his name was written, and which
lay in that fame cheft. Notwithftanding all this, it was
with great difficulty that he faved his neck from the gal-
lows. He was forced, however, naked and wet as he was,
to wait in the fields till the evening, with no other cover-
ing than the {ky. Shivering with cold, he at length,
through repeated entreaties, got permiffion to look after
his cheft, and take what he wanted out of it, but now
found it broke open and plundered. To conclude, when
they had taken him to the town, and there left him near

the gates naked and bare, as above defcribed, he had, how-
ever, the good fortune to meet with a tender-hearted citi-

zen, who immediately, without the leaft hefitation, gave
him the coat off his own back, and took him to his own
houfe.

This anecdote of the failor I had from one fingle per-
fon only; but though that perfon’s character for veracity
was unimpeached, yet, for the honour of our {pe-
cies, 1 could heartily wifh, that my informer might be
found to have over-charged his colours in the black paint-
ing he has made of this tranfadtion ! On the contrary, ra~
ther may the fame compaflionate law in favour of thofe
Who have the misfortune to fuffer thipwreck, 'take place
in Europe and its colonies as it does in China! on the coaft
of which kingdom, all fuch as are unfortunate enough to
be ftranded, whether natives or ftrangers from the moft
diftant country, find not only perfec f{ecurity for their
perfons and effects, but are likewife maintained and found

in every thing till they get to their own home, whither
' they
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they are fent at free coft. ~Some of the crew of the Fre-
deric Adolphus, a Swedith veffel, thipwrecked on the Plata
bank, September the 3d, 1761, who landed in their boats
before the Chinefe town Katfie, experienced in its fulleft
extent the efficacy of an eftablifhment that does fo much
honour to mankind. Mr. MavuLr, the fupercargo, who
likewife was one of the number, has affured me, that they
were all received with the greateft humanity, maintained
at the emperor’s expence, and conveyed in one of the
larger kind of Chinefe veflels to the other Europeans at
Canton.

As in the preceding pages I have made mention of the
ftormy winters at the Cape, it may not be improper to give
here a fummary abftraét of my meteorological obfervations
for the months of May, June, and July. With regard to the
temperature of the air I muft previoufly remind the reader,
that I made ufe of a FAHRRENHEITS thermometer, which was
given me by Dr. FORsTER at our parting; and that the
obfervations taken with it were made in the fhade, in the
open air, between eight and nine o’clock in the morning,
when the temperature of the air was moft like that of the
night. I muft farther remark, that the winters at the
Cape are in general by no means fevere, and that this
winter was reckoned one of the mildeft.

During the firft half of May the thermometer kept fluc-
tuating between 53 and 63 degrees; and during the latter
half, between go and 58, excepting on the 27th of this
month, when it was at the loweft, or 491, although the
day was clear and the {fun fhone. The rainy days in this
month were the 1i1th, 12th, 15th, 16th, 30th; and

among
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among thefe the three firft named were the worft, and ac- 1775
companied with tempeftuous north-weft winds ; fothatwhen A~
1 pafled Zout Rivier on the 11th, the water was no higher
thdan my horfe’s knees ; but when I repaffed it on the 1 5th,
the water had rifen fo high, in confequence of the rain
and tide, as to reach up to my faddle.

In the month of June the thermometer was between
54 and 6o. There was a fall either of rain or fnow on
the 1ft, 2d, 3d, 4th, 14th, 27th, and {o on to the 31t
inclufively. Befides thefe, there were a few other cloudy
days, attended with a high wind; but the remainder re-
fembled our-fine fummer days in Sweden. On the 3d, it
rained very violently, when it happened that a quantity of
water which, in the preceding days, had been collected on
the mountain, burft its way down to the town, and filled
the canals there, at the fame time overflowing fome of
the ftreets; fo that for feveral minutes, it rofe to the height
of two or three feet againft the houfes. It likewife wafh-
ed away a {fmall wall belonging to a ftone houfe, and car-
ried it under the building, at the fame time rufhing into
divers cellars.

In July, by reafon of fome intervening affairs that hin-
dered me, I obferved the ftate of the weather only till the
19th; during that time, the thermometer kept between
54 and gg degrees.  The rainy days were the 6th, 7th,
8th, 11th, 12th; clouds without rain on the 3d, gth,
1oth, 13th, and 14th.

VoL. L Q S°E CT,
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v Sl S II.

Preparations for the African Expedition,

1775, URING the major part of the winter menths I lived
g in the town itfelf, and at times made preparations

for my journey in feveral ways, among which might be
reckoned my praé&tifing phyfic and {urgery; as what I ac-
quired by thefe means, was a great help towards equip-
ping me out in the expenfive manner my undertaking re-
quired. My travelling purfe was farther fortified by a
lucky {peculation in commerce, and likewife with fixty
ducats (for which fum I had a right to draw a bill
for acceptance) for my Englith tranflation of our able
Swedifh phyfician VAN ROSENTEIN’s Treatife on the Dif-
eafes of Children. 'This work I undertook and finifhed
in the laft year of our cruifing in the South Sea, moftly
in the rougher climates, as I at that time was the leaft
taken up with bufinefs of any other kind, except that
of writing; though even in this cafe’ I was not un-
frequently obliged, on account of the ftormy weather,
to cling with my legs round the foot of the table, and
hold myfelf faft with one hand, in order to be able to

6 write
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write with the other. I take this opportunity of ac-
knowledging my obligations to Meflis. ForsTER for va-
rious alterations they were {o kind as to beftow on the
tranflation here alluded to, which my flender knowledge
of the Englifh tongue made extremely neceflary ; as like-
wife for their taking care of the impreffion of it at London
in the year 1776.

With a view of rendering my intended journey more
agreeable and convenient, I made every poflible enquiry
where I could hear any thing concerning it; but inftead
of gaining any ufeful intelligence, I was left more in
the dark than I was before, as moft of the informa-
tion I could colleét was confufed and perplexed; the va-
rious accounts I heard, being often contradi¢tory to each
other, but ftill more frequently clathing with probabi-
lity itfelf. I was chiefly diffuaded from the journey, as
being a very abfurd and dangerous undertaking, efpe-
cially as, being a firanger, as yet unacquainted with
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Africa, and far from rich, I muft neceflarily fubjeét

myfelf to every kind of inconvenience; but fince I faw
nothing impoflible in the affair, at leaft not in making
the experiment, I purfued my defign. With this view I
formed an acquaintance and even friendfhip with Mr.
DANIEL FERDINAND IMMELMAN, a young African, who
before this had, merely for the fake of pleafure, made
a little trip into the country, to which he was induced
by the following f{pirited reflection: that it was very lit-
tle either to his honour or to that of the other Afri-
can colonifts, that they had negleted inveftigating their
own country, fo that they would foon be obliged to apply to

Q 2 me
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1775, me and other ftrangers, for intelligence concerning them-
w~~ felves and the very place of their refidence. For his own
part, he was eafily perfuaded to enter into all my defigns
and favour me with his company; but we were obliged to
lay our heads together and ftand firm by each other, in
order to get the permiffion of his relations. His mother,
a fenfible European lady, together with her lovely daugh-
ter, at length gave their confent, and principally on this
account, that young Immelman had very weak lungs, and
the beft remedy for him would be to take a long journey
on horfeback, efpecially as he had the advantage of being
accompanied by a phyfician: and on the other hand, he
had reafon to fear a more certain and horrid death in
confequence of the complaint he laboured under, than
any thing that might be apprehended from the attacks
of the roving Hottentots or of the wild beafts up the
country. His father, an old experienced {foldier, who
had ferved both in Europe and the Eaft-Indies, and was
then lieutenant in the garrifon at the Cape, at length
gave his confent on the principle, that a lad fhould
never be fhy or backward, where there was any dan-
ger. For this purpofe Mr. Immelman provided himfelf
with a good eafy nag, for which he gave fifty rix-
dollars; I had already bought an ordinary galloway
for thirty-four, and a new baggage-waggon, about the
fize of the ammunition-waggons in Sweden, but covered
over with a tilt made of fail-cloth, and finifhed in
the fame manner as thofe in which the peafants ufually
travel in this colony. ‘The price of it was likewife
what was ufually given for thefe carriages, that is, about

two
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two. hundred rixdollars, reckoning feventy-four for the 1775
wood-work, and eighty for the iron-work; the yoke, the \~u
hind chains, and thofe for the traces, the fail-cloth cover-
ing, and a box for the coom, made up the reit of the
fum. To draw a waggon of this kind there are ufually
required five pair of oxen, which I therefore bargained for
at eight rixdollars a head. I further took with me me-
dicines of feveral forts, as well for our own ufe, as for that
of the peafants, to whom they might be of great fervice,
and procure us a better reception. I likewife provided
myfelf with a fmall ftock of glafs beads, brafs tinder-
boxes, fteels for ftriking fire with, and knives, together
with fome tobacco ; all thefe were commodities peculiarly
acceptable to the Hottentots. We likewife took with us
an oaken cafk, made for the purpofe of keeping ferpents
and other animals in brandy ; alfo feveral reams of paper
for drying plants, with leads and needles for infects, and
at the fame time fome neceflary. changes of apparel. Nei-
‘ther did we forget to take with us plenty of tea, coffee,
chocolate, and fugar, partly for our own ufe, and partly
to infinuate ourfelves into the good graces of the yeomen,
who, by reafon of the great diftance they are at from the
Cape, are often without thefe neceflaries. I was told in-
deed, that liquors would infallibly anfwer this purpofe
much better ; but the room they took up, their weight,
-and the expence of them, prevented me from taking any
with me. We were well provided with needles of feveral
forts, as by means of thefe, and a few good words, we
fhould be enabled to gain the good graces of the farmer’
daughters, as well a§ their affiftance in colleGting infects.
g I bought
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I bought too thirty odd pounds of gunpowder, with a
{mall quantity of which we filled feveral horns, which we
kept near at hand; the remainder we emptied into a
leathern bag, and locked it up in my cheft, by way of
keeping it out of the way of the lighted pipes of the
Hottentots. We took with us fhot of different fizes, about
{eventy pound in weight, with a tolerable ftock of balls,
lead, and moulds for cafting. It is certain, that the ex-
pence and quantity of this ammunition, was much more
than we were advifed tc take with us, or than I myfelf
thought neceffary. On our return to the Cape, however,

- after an eight month’s journeyy it was almoft all ufed. 1

would therefore advife every body, who may hereafter
undertake an expedition of this kind, to ftock themfelves
well with powder and fhot. Every fhot does not take
place, and not a little is expended in the fhooting of {mall
birds ; fome too muit be {pent in fhooting at marks. Be-
fides, it may happen, as it did to me and my party, that
for feveral weeks together, one may havelittle elfe to live
upon than what falls before one’s gun; not to mention,
that prudence requires one to be prepared with ammuni-
tion againft the hoftile attacks of the Bofhies-men and
Caffres.

As the colonifts here are enjoined by the laws to feize
and bring to the Cape all fuch as travel about the country
without being able to fhew a permiflfion in writing for
that purpofe, I therefore folicited and obtained the go-
vernor’s pafs, requiring that I thould pafs every where free
and unmolefted ; and at the fame time that the inhabitants
fhould affift me as far as lay in their power, on receiving

a rea-
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a reafonable compenfation. In another letter, the people
belonging to the warm baths in Hottentots Holland were
enjoined to find me in lodging; for this remedy I was re-
folved to try againft the rheumatic pains I experienced in
confequence of the cold, to which I had been expofed in
the Antarctic circle.

SECT.
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B e ol III.
FJourney from the Cape to the Warm Bath.

N the morning of the 25th of July I rode from the

Cape. My waggon was driven by the boor, who
fold me the five pair of oxen before-mentioned. But this
I was not to have till I got to this fame man’s farm near
Bott-Rivier, which is in the way to the warm bath, whi-
ther I was going. There are no houfes of entertainment
eftablifhed in the inland part of this country ; f{o that every
one is obliged to travel with their own horfes and carriages,
as well as their own provifion. Our road lay through the
low country over dry fand and heaths. In the middle, or
the warm part of the day, like other travellers in this
country, we .let our oxen go to water and look out for
pafturage. Thefe animals are eafily fatisfied with the poor
nourithment of the dry fthrubs and grafs, which are moft
common about the Cape, but the horfes are under a greater
difficulty to find provifion fufficiently fine and nourithing.
It is chiefly for this reafon, that in Africa moft of the
beafts of burden they ufe are oxen; and it is, perhaps,
from the fame caufe, that the horfes here are feem-
ingly les ftrong and hardy than they are in Europe. :

As
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As foon as the cool of the evening came -on, we con-
tinued our journey over Eerfle Rivier to the foot of a high

mountain, called Hozzentor Holland’s Kloof. 'The-environs
here were higher and lefs parched up than in 'the former part
of our journey, and were befides adorned with feveral pleafant
farms., It was already night, and as dark as pitch, when we
alighted; we made alittle fire, by which, after we had finifh-
ed a moderate fupper, we went to fleep.  All the convenien-
cies I had for fleeping were at prefent, as well as during the
major part of my journey, reduced to the bare ground fora
bed, a faddle for my pillow, and a great coat to cover me
from the cold of the night; for a place to lie in we looked
out for the fide of fome bufh, which feemed moft likely
to fhelter us from the fouth-eaft, or any other wind that
might chance to blow at that time.  When it rained, "we
lay in the tilt-waggon itfelf.  Here, on account of our
baggage, we were ftill worfe off. The beft place 1 could
find for myfelf was my cheft, though even that had a
round top ; Mr. IMMELMAN, being flender and lefs than
me, was able, though not without great difficulty, to
{queeze himfelf in between my cheft and the body of the
waggon, where he lay on feveral bundles of paper: he
had, however, no reafon to boaft of a much eafier bed.
Sometimes we made our bed under the waggon, where,
being under cover, we were fomewhat fheltered indeed
from the rain and the dew ; but on the other hand, had
rather too near, and not quite fo agreeable neighbours in
our oxen, which were tied up to the wheels and poles, and
alfo to the rails of the waggon, and were {o' obftreperous,
that we could only venture to creep among the gentleft of
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775 them. Thefe companions of ours were moreover very reft--
v/ lefs, when any wild beafts were near the fpot.  Again,
when we had an opportunity of taking a night’s lodging
at a peafant’s houfe, we were for the moft part rather
worfe lodged. In mioft places the houfe confifted of two
rooms only, with the floor of earth or loam. The interior-
oneé of thefe was ufed for a bed-chamber for the boor him--
felf, with his wife and children. The outer one compofed
the kitchen, in a corner of which they {pread a mat for
us on the floor; and in this generally confifted all the
conveniencies the good folks could afford us. As for the reft
we were obliged to make our beds of our faddles and great
coats, together with a coverlet we brought with.us.. The:
Hottentots of either fex, young and old,. who were in the
boer’s {ervice, always chofe to {leep in the chimney. This
moftly took up a whole gabel' of the houfe, and at the-
fame time had no other hearth than the floor, on which
confequently we all lay pigging: together.. An heft of fleas
and. other inconveniencies, to which we were by this'means-
fubjeéted, made us-frequently rather chufe to fleep in the
open air; in cafe the coldnefs of the air,. high winds and
rainy weather, did not make it more difagreable to us,
I thought the beft way of furnifthing my readers with a
general idea of the manner in which we were obliged to
pals moft of our nights during our expedition, would be to
to give them an account of my firft night’s lodging..

The next day being the 26th, we got up by day-break,.
in order to take our journey over Hottentols Holland’s:
Mountain, in the cool of the morning. The way up it was-
very fteep, ftony, winding, and, in other refpeéts, very

8 incon-~
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inconvenient. Direétly to'the right of the road there was

a perpendicular precipice, down which, it is faid, that wag-

gons and cattle together have fometimes the misfortune to
fall headlong, and are dafhed to pieces. It is faid too, that
in order to drive up this and other mountains of the kind,
even with the firongeft team of oxen, a man muft not only
have the knack,as it is called, and a perfect government of the
beafts, but muit alfo at the fame time make ufe of a whip
like that of the African waggoners. ‘Thefe whips are fif-
teen feet long, with a thong fomewhat longer, and a lafh
three feet in length, made of ftout white leather. This
(in a certain fenfe) moft powerful inftrument in getting the
waggon forward, the driver holds with both hands, and,
fitting on the feat of the carriage, can reach the fifth pair
with it, and at the fame time fmack his whip, when ne-
ceffary, and diftribute his cuts and lafhes among the oxen
without intermiffion, never failing to touch them on the
very fpot he wifhes, fo that the very hairs come away with
the whip. By this means he poffefles fuch an afcendency
over them, as to oblige them to join their ftrength all at
once, and pull the waggon out of deep pits, or lift it over
large ftones and precipices that lie in the road. But it
requires a great nicety of attention, not to drive them too
far at once, nor to reft them too long at a time; as in the
former cafe they grow faint, weary, and, in confequence
of this, reftive; and in the latter cafe, they lofe the
{pirit to which they have been previoufly wrought up,
and which is neceffary for the getting them on; and for
want of which it often happens, that the waggon cannot
be got from the fpot. On going up the fteeper hills,

R 2 there-
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therefore, the drivers are wont to let them breathe a lit-
tle every half minute, minute, or two minutes, as occafion
requires: on the other hand, in defcending, even when
the road is not very fteep, particularly with a load, it is to
be feared, left the waggon fhould get down before the
oxen, or tumble upon them, as only the hindmoft pair is
put into the fhafts, and are not able to hold back as much
as is neceflary : the waggon muft therefore be locked, as
they term it; this confifts in winding a chain that is

" faftened to the fore part of the waggon, one or more times

round fome of the fellies of the hind wheel, and then,
with a hook that hangs to the other end of the chain,
hooking it into one of the links. Down {till fteeper hills,
as for inftance, fuch as that we were now afcending, both
the hind wheels are locked, and fometimes one of the fore
wheels into the bargain, efpecially in rainy weather, when
it is flippery. In default of a drag-chain, the wheel is
lathed faft to the feat of the waggon, and in this manner

“the waggon is dragged down the hill ; but in order that

the loweft fellies of the wheel that is to be locked may not
be worn, . together with the iron-work round it, a kind of
{fledge carriage, hollowed out in the infide, and called a
lock/boe, is fitted to it. This is a foot and a half in length,’
and made with hard wood ; underneath it is generally fhod
with iron, and neareft refembles a trough, which is. open
behind for the wheel to run into. - It is two or three inches
deep in order to fupport the wheel with its edges, and hin-
der it from {lipping out; in the fore part of it there is a
ftout ftrap, with which it is faftened or'ﬁrung upon the
back chain. 1 am not ignorant, that in the north we ufz

1CC=



CAPE of GOOD HOPE

ice-hooks, or fafety-hooks, to our {ledge carriages; but, at
leaft, as far I know of, we have no drag-chains to our wag-
gons.  This would be highly neceffary in certain places,

and particularly in the {pring, and might be eafily made."

Befides obviating the danger of the eattle running away
with the team, this machine likewife prevents their being
bruifed in any other ways, or hurt by holding back, when
they are going down hill. Under the general denomina-
tion of smountain, particularly about this {fpot, I mean, not
only high rocky hills, but likewife comprehend under this
name all the more confiderable eminences (more or lefs

rock) as well as the ridges compofed of then.
But to return to the Horzentots Holland’s Mountain, as it

is called. It was as yet very bare of plants. However, I
had the pleafure of finding a fuperb protea in full bloom.
It was this that I have defcribed and given a drawing of in

the Swedifth Philofophical Tranfa&ions for 1777, page 53s

under the name of Guflavus’s Scepter. Flora, by confe-
crating this beautiful {pecies to fo glorious and auguft a

name, perpetuates the memory of her improvement and
augmentation (fo honourable for our northern climate) by
means of the protection, which the {cience of botany has
. enjoyed under the great kings of the GusTAVIAN race; and
at the fame time implies a with, that under our moft gra-
cious king GusTavus III. the Scepter may {till continue
“to flourith.

~ This protea is a thrub from two to four feet in height,
which fometimes grows up undivided as ftrait as a rod, and
‘at other times throws out two or three {piral branches,

terminating in tufts of flowers of a filver colour. ~ What is
moft
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moft remarkable in this plant is, its producing two forts of
leaves totally different from each other, viz.  while the up~
per ones on the ftalk are from one to two inches long only,
wedge-thaped and undivided, the lower ones are feveral
inches long, and divided into many parts in the form of
branches.

The road on the north fide of Hottentots Holland’s Moun-~
tain was not near fo fteep, yet we were obliged at inter-
vals to lock one of the wheels. ~ All this part of the coun-
try, that lies on this or the north fide of the above-
mentioned mountain, is by the inhabitants commonly call-
ed Agter de Berg, or OQuer de Berg. By noon we came to
Palmite Rivier, where it runs through a beautiful little
plain. Here, according to our ufual cuftom, we baited
during the heat of the day. As not a fingle bridge is to
be found over any ftream or river in all Africa, and ferry-
boats are eftablifhed only at two places, we were obliged
to crofs over at this part in water four feet in depth, which
reached quite up to my faddle. Though the rivers in thofe
places, where they crofs the public roads, are generally
not deep, yet this method of pafling them is fometimes
dangerous as well as tedious; for after one or more days
rain, efpecially in winter, it often happens, that one is
obliged to ftay a week or a fortnight, and fometimes longer,
before the water is fallen enough for one to venture to pafs
it 3 and that in places where, at other times, (particularly
in fummer) one may almoft go over dry-thod ; and though
the water fhould afterwards fall in fome meafure, one can-
not neverthelefs venture with any fafety to go over as
afual, for fear that the flood fhould have formed fome

inequa-
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mequahtzes there, or elfe have made the bed deeper by wafh- '1775
ing away the carth. Some more defperate and fool-hardy \wrvw
peafants, who are impatient at waiting {o long for the falling
of the water, or who have fo fmall a ftock of provifion
as not to be able to make any long ftay, are venturefome
enough to fwim their waggons over, fo that the water wilk
rife above the middle of the body of the carriage :: and'
though their wives, children, and the baggage they have
with them,. fhould undergo a good foufing, it makes no:
great difference to them. The flave, or the Hottentot,
whom, as they do not make ufe of reins, they are unavoid-
ably obliged to employ for. the purpofe of leading the fore~:
moft pair of oxen through the moft dangerous places, muft
in fuch cafes fwim with them in his hand; and a lucky
thing it is for the mafter, if the whim does not take them-
to follow the ftream, or turn about, or play any other
tricks.. ‘Thefe animals, however, when they are well broke
in, will at any time all ftand ftill together on their driver’s-
gently calling to them Ho, Ha and 10 in like manner each
ox in particular will pay attention,and go to the right or to
the left, merely upon hearing its own name pronounced!
with a Hofe or a Haar added to it ;. and with this amufing
ox-language,. and the names of the beafts brought in oc-
cafionally, not to mention the noify cracks of the whip,
the traveller muft lay his account in being continually en-
tertained, particularly in fuch parts of the road, in which this
pradtice is more peculiarly neceflary in order to get them on.
Add to this, the nice attention requifite in order to make
ufe of the whip not only frequently, but at proper times
and.{eafons ; and it follows, that the bufinefs of waggon-
: driving
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3’{171')5 driving in Africa, is as difficult flE‘ld tirefome an occupation,
A~/ as this mode of travelling is noify, inconvenient, and dan-
gerous.

Very late in the evening we arrived at our driver's
farm, which was very pleafantly fituated on the other fide
of Bott Rivier. This river was befet at fmall intervals
with pretty high mountains, the peaks and ridges of which
delightfully varied the {cene. 1In the declivities of fome
of them caverns and grottos were feen, which certainly
did not exift from the beginning, but were produced by
the viciflitudes and changes to which all natural objects
are fubjet.  Even the hard and fteep rocky precipices,

~ which one would imagine to be doomed to everlafting
nakednefs, were, on their black walls, teeming with iron-
ore, adorned with feveral climbing plants, the branches and
tendrils of which they gratefully in return with their
tharply-projecting angles, ftretched out and fupported. In
the clefts of thefe declivities I obferved the plants, which
nature had produced on thefe elevated hot-beds, already in
bloom, and which, in their pride, might bid defiance to
all human approach. A few ftones throw from this farm
there was a mineral water of confiderable ftrength, which
nobody in this quarter had had the fenfe to make ufe of.
The ftones and rocks in feveral {pots hereabouts contained
a great deal of iron.

Along this river lay many peafants houfes and farms,
the produce of which confifted chiefly of fheep and corn,
The wine that was made here was a four wafh, which
would not fell in the town without being firft converted
into vinegar and brandy, The peafants themfelyes, how-

gver,
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ever, drank it greedily juft as it was. The caufe of the
inferior quality of this wine, as well as of moft of that made
at Agter de Berg, proceeds from the greater coldnefs of the
foil; which again depends on the diftance of this country
from the fea, and confequently from the fertilizing vapours
of that element; but chiefly upon the elevation of this dif-
trict above the {ea’s furface. After ftaying a day at this
place, we made a trip to the warm baths. I left my wag-
gon here till I {hould have occafion for it, and went on
horfeback, in company with another waggon that was going
to the fame place. In order to go by a nearer way, we did

not take any beaten road, but made the beft of our way .

forward over plains, hills, and dales. The whole of this
extenfive tract was, by reafon of the defect of water, left
uncultivated and uninhabited. A great number of deer
and other game had taken refuge here. I now, for the firft

time, had the pleafure of feeing herds, confifting of the two .

largeft forts of antilopes or gazells, which are called by the
Dutch hartbeefis and bunteboks; the former name, which
fignifies bari-bea/l, was probably given to the former of thefe
creatures on account of fome refemblance they thewed in co-
lour to the European harts ; and the latter, which fignifies
painted, or rather pred goats, {uits better witl thefe latter ani-
mals, their orange-yellow or pale-brown pofteriors being
marked with a number of white fpots and ftreaks. The
bartbeeft 1 have defcribed in the Memoirs of the Swedifth Aca-
demy of Sciences for.1779, page 1 51, by the name of antilope

doreas : itis likewife given here in Vol. I plate I. fig. 1. being:
frequently mentioned in the courfe of the following pages.-
The buntebock, fomething lefs, but more corpulent in pro-:

VoL 1. S portion
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portion than the bartbeeft, is the antilope feripta of Par-
Las, and the guib of BUFFON, page 305—327. plate XL.
According to ADANSON, it is very common at Senegal. I
will add, that the females of this {pecies have no horns.
The fame day I likewife faw, for the firft time, whole
troops of wild zebras, called by the colonifts wilde paarden,
or wild horfes. They were feen in large herds, and ap-
peared very beautiful in their ftriped black and white livery.
1t is the {kins of thefe that are generally fold at our fur-
riers (hops by the abfurd name of /ea-lor/e hides,

Qfiriches, or the birds whofe feathers our luxury brings
from the remoteft plains of Africa, Ilikewife faw to-day in
their wild ftate, at the fouthernmoft promontory of this quar-
ter of the globe. I {fometimes came within a couple of gun-
fhots of fome of them, infomuch that I took it into my head
to purfue them, but always without fuccefs. With their
long legs and huge ftrides, they fcoured away as faft again
as the untutored horfe and hunter could follow. ‘They
ran always with their wings extended, probably by way of
preferving their balance; for they are not able in the leaft
to raife their heavy bodies from the ground. I have fince
been told, that it is impoffible for any man, even when
mounted on the beft hunter, to catch them at firft fetting
off, but that in a few minutes they will bound out of fight.
The hunter muft, notwithftanding, keep on his courfe, but
at times {pare his horfe, by keeping him from galloping too
faft, till fuch time as he can fee the oftrich again from the
top of fome hill ; the bird in the mean time having run
itfelf down, and afterwards growing fomewhat cool, and
confequently fiff in its joints, has much ado to efeape; and’

never
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never fails, at leaft after the third courfe, either to be taken
alive, or elfe to receive his death from the fport{man’s gun.
In the like manner I chafed and fhot at the antilopes be-
fore {fpoken of in vain; thefe animals having a peculiar
cuftom of ftanding {till at intervals during their flight, to
ftare at their purfuers a little, and wait for their coming up.
This property, however, is not, as fome imagine, either pe-
culiar to the genus of antilopes, or common to all the {pecies
of it; for I have feen buffaloes and wild affes (quaggas) fome-
times make a ftand in the fame manner: on the other
hand, fome of the fmaller kinds of antilopes, as [feenboks,
klip-[pringersy riet-reebocks, and bofehboks, run without
ftopping, till they are out of the hunter’s fight. The Cape
¢elks (antilope oryx) of which I have likewife given a de-
fcription in the Swedifh ‘Tranfadtions, are faid, on ac-
count of the great demand there is for their flefh and
hides, to be already extirpated from this part of the
country ; and as foon as any others come from the inner
diftricts, they are fhot diretly, being in much greater re-
queft, as well as eafier to hunt, than the bartbee/s.
Towards evening we came out upon a road, which carried
us by two farms, and at laft, about dufk, to the warm
bath. Juft before we got thither, we had left a road on
the left hand, which, we were told, led to Roodezand,
Roggeveld, Bokveld, and Sneeberg. 'The ground we had
gone over that day, was reckoned four hours on horfeback ;
and, as it appeared to me, was about four Swedifh, or twen-
ty-three Englith miles. We had now been above feven hours
driving at an even pace over this piece of road. «The
way of meafuring ground at the Cape, which is comPutEd
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by time, cannot be otherwife than uncertain and variable
too much fo, indeed, to be collated with our method of
reckoning by miles. An hour upon a hilly road, muft ne-
ceffarily be fhorter than an hour upon a level one. The
reader, therefore, muft not expeét a perfect geometrical
accuracy in my map, it being laid down only from my
own obfervations with a compafs, and the accounts I got
from others. In the mean time, however, it is the only
one that exifts, and may probably be of no fmall afliftance
in the framing of others that may be made hereafter. In
general, the #ur, or an hour on the road, is reckoned as much
as a man can ride on a round trot, or a common hand-gal-
lop in that {pace of time, and is confidered as being equal to
the diftance which a man is able to drive a waggon with
oxen in two hours; though even thefe on a plain level road,
and with a lighter load than they generally draw, will £0 al«
moft as faft a trot, and in the fame proportion for other paces,
as one ufually rides on horfeback. Four fuch hours with a
horfe, or with eight oxen, are reckoned to make one /fkofz.
This is as much as they ufually drive with a load in a day, or
in the fpace of twelve hours, as fometimes they bait once
on the road. The peafants that live farther up in the
country, and have a long way to travel, are provided with
a {pare fet of oxen or two, which they make ufe of by
turns, and in this manner are able to drive day and night,
or two fkofts (i. e. eight horfe-hours) in the twenty-four
natural hours. Now as thofe who live a good way up in
the country take fourteen, and fometimes twenty and odd.
days, befides a day or two for refting, to carry their goods
in this manner to the Cape, and fomewhat lefs time to
' return
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return in, it may eafily be conceived,that they do not {pare the
poor creatures in the leaft: one may fee them often enough
driven puffing and blowing with their tongues hanging a
good way out of their mouths; and one plainly perceives,
that but little time is allowed them for refting, and fill
lefs for feeking their food : now and then, indecd, they are
able to'fill their bellies with grafs, fhrubs, and water, but
have {carcely time to chew the cud. Itis from this caufe
likewife, that from having been, as it were, almoft choked
with fat, they grow quite lean on fuch a journey as this
though, by the time that they take another journey next
year to the Cape, they may poflibly, efpecially fuch as dur-
ing that period are not much worked, get into as good
plight as before, on their ufual pafture, which they have
in great abundance.

As I have juft been treating of the manner of travelling
at the Cape, I muft here farther add, that throughout all
‘this colony oxen are never put into a team, o as to draw
with their horns, but with their fhoulders only, one yoke
being ufed for each pair of oxen, which in the mortifes
with which it is faltened round their necks, has notches
for putting on and taking off the head-harnefs. The yoke
. belonging to the hindmoft pair is faftened by its middle
part to the pole of the waggon; and thofe belonging to
the reft have a rope, ftrap or chain, running through
them, which by this means is ftretched out equally be-
tween all the cattle. Perhaps this manner of harnefling
their .oxen: which feems to leave them {o much at liberty
to move about, without giving them an opportunity of

making ufe of the ftrength they have in their horns, will
account
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HJYS account for fuch long journies. being made with oxen fo
v~ expeditioufly in Africa; and likewife on the other hand,
for their being obliged to make ufe of ten or twelve beafts
to one waggon or plough. Mr. ArRTHUR YOUNG, in
his ¢ Tour through Ireland,” in the years 1776, 77, 78,
has made mention of an experiment to this purpofe,
which has given rife to this conjeéture of mine, for
which reafon I thought it neceflary to quote the paflage

here.
¢ Lord Shannon, upon going into tillage, found that
the expence of horfes was fo great, that it eat up all the
profit of the farm, which made him determine to ufe
bullocks; he did it in the common method of yokes and

bows, but they performed fo indifferently, and with fuch
manifeft uneafinefs, that he imported the French method

of drawing by the horns ; and in order to do this effec-
tually, he wrote to a perfon at Bourdeaux to hire him a
man who was practifed in that method. Upon the cor-
refpondent being applied to, he reprefented difficulties
attending it, the man who was {poken to having been in
Germany for the {fame purpofe. Upon which Lord Shan-
non gave directions, that every thing fhould be bought
and fent over which the labourer withed to bring
with him. Accordingly a bullock of the beft fort, that
had been worked three years, was purchafed; alfo a
hay-cart, a plough, and all the tackling for harnefling
them by the horns.—In my prefence, his Lordfhip order-
ed the French harveft-cart to be loaded half a mile from
the ricks; it was done, one thoufand and twenty fheafs
were laid on it, and two oxen drew it without difficulty.

We
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We then weighed forty fheafs, the weight two hundred s
and fifty-one pounds, at which rate the one thoufand and ‘v~
twenty came to fix thoufand three hundred and feventy-

five pounds, or above three tons, which is a vaft weight

for two oxen to draw. I am very much in doubt, whether

in yokes they would have ftirred the cart fo loaded.” (Page

409, Vol. I.—See likewife page 380.)

SECT.
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 RaB U GERE S
Refidence at the Warm Bath.

H E warm bath, which we now arrived at, is called

Hoitentots Holland’s Bath, from the name of the dif-
trict in which it is fituated; for the {fame reafon it was
likewife frequently called the Bath over or bebind the
mountain, and fometimes too Yzer-Baad, as this is {up-
pofed to contain more iron than any other bath in the co-
lony. It is likewife looked upon to be better furnithed
with conveniencies than any of the others. A ftone houfe
has been built here by order of government for the ac-
commodation of the company at the bath, This confifts of
a hall, two large chambers, a kitchen, and a little chamber,
all with earthen floors. The fmall chamber is inhabited
by the poff-rnajler, as he is called, or the overfeer of the
bath, fo that there are, properly {peaking, only the two
large chambers for the guefts, who fometimes arrive in a

greater number than can be lodged in that narrow fpace,

In this cafe they are obliged to difpofe of themfelves as well
as they can in the hall, in the loft, or elfe in tents and
tilt-waggons, which they bring with them for that pur-
pofe.

The
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The ftone building above-mentioned, is run up againft the
declivity of a hill, without any kind of fewer or dyke ; hence
it comes to pafs, that the water making its way into one of
the chambers, renders it very damp and unhealthy ; and it
is ftill more fo, when they are obliged to put feveral beds
and fick people together. By the lift that the overfeer of
the bath has kept there for feveral years paft, I found,
that from one hundred and fifty to two hundred perfons
ufe the bath yearly. But at the cold and inconvenient fea-
fon when I was there, there were only eight people bath-
ing, and even thefe were but fcurvily entertained. The
few miferable benches, and the table that we found here,
were the property of the old man at the bath, and accord-
ingly we were obliged to hire them of him.

At the diftance of about a hundred paces from the dwel-
ling-houfe, is the bathing-houfe. This is a cottage, two
fides of which are for the greater part under ground, and
into which the light enters only by a few fmall peep-
holes. The length of this cottage is from three and a half
to four fathoms, and its breadth a fathom and a half. At
one end of it there is a ciftern or pit, a fathom and a half
{quare, and two feet deep. The warm water is brought a
little way under ground from its fource, till it comes out
from above into one of the gables of the houfe, where it
afterwards runs through an open channel one fathom in
length, from which it comes pouring down into the ciftern
in a ftream an inch thick. By this contrivance, indeed,
the expence of ftone and brick-work is faved, but then
probably an opportunity is given to the moft fubtile and
efficacious particles to fly off.

¥oL, I. ™ T The
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77 The method of bathing is, for the patient to fit or lay
\m~v himfelf down in the ciftern, till the water is up to his
chin, The water then feels quite warm without fcalding,
and a kind of {fugillation from the internal to the external
parts of the body is obferved. The velocity of the pulfe is
increafed, as well as that of the pulfation of the heart. Info
fhort a {fpace of time as eight or ten minutes, and fome-
times even before that period, a deliquium appears to be
coming on. It is therefore by no means advifeable to be
alone, for fear of {wooning in the bath, and being drown-
ed. Such unfortunate accidents are faid fometimes to have
really happened. At length, when the patient gets out
of the water, he lays himfelf at the other end of the
room to {weat in the clothes he has brought with him for
this purpofe. If he then drinks fome of the warm wa-
ter, he gets fo much the eafier into a {weat.  As foon as
this is over, or at leaft diminifhedy the patient wafhes him-
felf as quickly as poffible in the bath, in order to be dry fo
much the fooner, before he puts on his clothes. Some
people bathe and fweat in the manner here mentioned at
two different times, one immediately after the other, and
find no bad effects from it. The ciftern may be emptied,
by turning a cock between each perfon’s bathing, if re-
quired.

Hardly a mile and a half from hence there is a farm,
where the company at the bath fometimes lodge; but find
this rather inconvenient, on account of the diftance. The
patients bathe, as defcribed above, moftly once or twice a
day, very feldom three times; at leaft, fuch as intend to
purfue this method of cure for any length of time.

A few
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A few paces from this bath there are two others, which
are nothing more than pits into which the warm water
flows, covered in by hovels made of hurdles. Of thefe,
the one is cooler and the other warmer than that which I

firft defcribed; both of them are made ufe of only by
flaves and Hottentots. In this part of the country there
are two other wells without any fhelter, but they are not
ufed, though one of them has the ftrongeft fpring of any,
and is neareft to the main building. At the diftance of
about fifty paces from and below the warm wells or bath-
ing-places, there lies in the dale I have defcribed-a well of
cold water, very pure to the tafte. The contents and
temperature of the warm bath I cannot very accurately
determine, partly on account of my thermometer being
not graduated high enough for this purpofe, and partly
by reafon that 1 was in want of many neceflary helps, as

well with regard to drugs as veffels; for the mafter of the’

bath’s, brandy-glafs excepted, I had nothing here fit for the
purpofe, but the two drinking-glaffes I brought with rae,
the people here ufually drinking the water of the well out
of ladles.

So that the only experiments that I had an opportunity
of making are the following:

A folution of fugar of. lead feemed to precipitate a foul
flimy matter. :

A folution of filver tinged the water of an opal colour,
and at length precipitated a little white powder to the
bottom,

Oil of tartar per deliquium, precipitated {carcely any thing.

T 2 Litharge,

139

1775,
‘]ul)sl.



140 ANVNVOYANGYHE TO THE

s Litharge, fal ammoniacy lacmus, and fyrup of violets,

M«J each of them feparately digefted with the water, ‘exhibit-
¢d no change in their colour,

Powder of gall-apples digefted with the water, while it

preferved its natural warmth, produced a brown colour,

as our mineral waters do in' Sweden, and this colour was

durable

digefted with the water, after it
had ftood to cool in the glafs, {carcely gave any tinge
to it;

digefted with water boiled, {carce-
1y tinged it in the leaft.

Ochre had fettled in great quantities in the ciftern and
conduits. Wi

The water fhaker in bottles with narrow necks, gene—-
rated a great number of air-bubbles. -

Lime-water did not produce any hepatic air, but form-
ed feveral fmall clouds in the warm water, which {oon
collected into one without falling to the bottom. It muft
be obferved, however, that the lime-water I made ufe of
for this purpofe, was not fufficiently to be depended upon.
I was obliged to prepare fome myfelf from lime that was
fomewhat {lacked, and a quantity of water, which, for want
of a better apparatus, I diftilled by means of feveral tea-
kettles joined together.

Sifver that had lain long in the water, dilcovered no
tokens of the prefence of fulphur.

It is generally reported of this water, that it taftes of
brimftone ; butin fact,” no fuch mineral is to be difcaver-
ed in ity either by the tafte or {mell ; the tafte predomi-

nant
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nant in this ‘water being very fenfibly vitriolic, and not
fulphureous. Notwithftanding this, the water is pretty
eafy of digeftion, and does not fit heavy on a tolerably
good ftomach.” ‘As here is hardly ever any oppertunity of
confulting a phyfician, this bath is ufed without any other
method or indication than what correfponds with the ca-
price, or fuits the convenience of the patient ; confequent=
ly, without any regular order, without the leaft attention
to diet, or any diftin¢tion of diforders, of which I fhall give
the following inftance, .- A {lave had fo/ far got the better
of an epidemical diftemper, with which he had been af-
flicted, that nature was perfeting the cure by throwing
out biles on the furface of his body; notwithitanding
which he was fent from Zwellendam, by the lord lieute-
nant of  that diftrit, to the bath here, as being a never-
failing remedy. Inwvain did I order him to refrain entire-
ly from bathing, when the greateft man in the place had
commanded him to do it. A few hours from the time
of the poor fellow’s firft bathing,  delivered him from his
biles and bondage at once. -

The company at the wells were in general not at all
nice with regard to the time of day for bathing, and did
not hefitate to go into the bath direétly after meals; and
though this was fometimes really done without any remark-
able ‘bad confequences enfuingy yet it was much to be fear-
ed, that the food which the patient had juft before taken,
thould be too fuddenly thrown into the mafs of bloed.
From all the accounts I could colleét, it 'was not unufualt
for rheumatifms and contractions of’ the limbs to be en-

tirely removed in three or four days, by the ufe of the
: warm
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Vs, Warm bath ; but ini/the gout it is by no means.a peculiarly:
\~J powerful remedy. ' It is fometimes of ufe in eruptions
and malignant ulcers, but at other times has not the leaft
effe® in thefe diforders. = A girl who was now ufing the
bath for the fecond year for her leg that was violently
fwelled and affeCted with profound ulcers, and in the mean
time had poulticed it with the bruifed leaves of mallows
and other plants, had obtained no relief; I therefore dif-
{uaded her from ufing either the bath or the leaves,. as be=
ing of tooirritating a nature, and ordered her to ufe a
falve made of twax and honey; partly onh account of its
being eafy to be procured, and partly becaufe I knéw by
experience, that it could -do no harm, and might do good.
By this remedy the ulcer was healed very fuddenly beyond
all expectation, and thic fwelling went down by degrees.
A man bathed here for an old inveterate ulcer in his leg,
without any effect; but it thould be obferved by the bye,
that he got drunk almoft every day. A woman had a
hard lump in one of 'her breafts, bigger than a man’s fift.
As bathing alone feemed to be of mo {fervice in this cafe,
I made her rub the indurated tumour with a little mercu-
rial ointment ; by which means, in faét; one half of it dif-
appeared in the {pace of two days; but the remainder was
not in the leaft ated upon, either by the ointment or the
bath. This good woman was at that very time, without
knowing it, in that fituation, that a few months after
bathing fhe was brought to bed. ‘The child, which was
quite lively and hearty, had received no damage from the
mother’s bathing. A butcher was now ufing the bath for
the third month, for an inveterate ulcer in his leg, but

without
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without any peculiar advantage ; though I was acquainted
with a magiftrate, who at this place in a fhort time got rid
of a bad ulcer in his leg, for which he had long tried in
vain every remedy that could be thought of.

A young Madagafcar {lave, who had an inveterate ulcer
in his leg of three years ftanding and two inches broad,
was fent to the warm bath under my care, on condition
that I fhould make ufe of him as my fervant. He had
before this been attended, and given over as incurable by a
furgeon at the Cape. Beingcurious to examineanegro’s flefh,
I had for fome weeks before we fet off undertaken to look
after his fores myfelf. Thefe in general difcharged very
little. The raw fleth appeared exaétly of the fame co-
lour with that of an European. After the proud-fleth
was got under, the ulcer began to heal, by throwing out
freth fibres in the {ame manner as ours do, with {fome-
thing whitifh on the fide of the fkin, which otherwife
was dark-coloured. The procefs, however, went on very
flowly and tedioufly ; but with the warm bath, the fore in-
creafed both in width and depth. I let him go on bath-
ing neverthelefs, in hopes that the wound would heal of
itfelf, after his body had been well cleanfed by a courfe
of bathing; but in this, as I afterwards found, I was very
much miftaken. ‘The {lave himfelf' informed me, that
once before, when he was in a ftate of freedom, and in
his native country, he had had this fame complaint come
upon him; that the fore had then, as well as at prefent,
broke out of itfelf, but at that time was healed in a few
days, by means of a certain bark bruifed between two

ftones, and laid upon the part. He faid he knew the tree
very
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very well, and had feen the bark of it ufed by many of
his countrymen with equal fuccefs ; but that fince his ar-
rival in Africa, he had looked for it in vain.

The chriftians who arm the natives of Madagafcar
againft each other, in order, by bartering afterwards with
the conquerors, to recruit their colonies with droves of
wretched {laves, muft here give me leave to remind them,
if not {fwayed by the confideration of the advantages
which may accrue to mankind, yet at leaft for the fake of
their own interefts, a motive in other refpects fo powerful
with them, in fome meafure to turn their thoughts, and
allot a fmall part of their gains, to the purpofe of making
ufeful refearches. The Peruvian bark, fenega, ophiorhiza,

Sfarfaparilla, quafia, with many other ufeful remedies, cal-
culated for preferving millions of our fpecies, have not we

learned them all from thofe we call favages? and perhaps
might learn ftill more, if our tyranny had not already,
I had almoft faid, entirely extirpated them, and together
with them the fruits of their ufeful experience. The
operation of the bath, and the cures that are here per-
formed by its means, depend, in my opinion, very little on
the mineral that is contained in a ftate of folution in the
water; for to do any good in this way, it is forced out too
{peedily, and by too near paffages. The warmth itfelf, in
the degree in which it exifts here, hinders the iron from
alting as a fonic; and likewife prevents any of the water,
by which the body is furrounded, from being abforbed
into the veflels, and diluting the humours, &c¢. as thefe
latter evidently flow towards the furface of the body; fo
that the cures performed here, proceed from nothing elfe

I than
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than repeated mutations of the humours by {weating, and
therefore a more fuitable diet and courfe of medicine than
are here obferved are of the utmoft importance, to the end
that the newly-generated fluids may be more healthy than
thofe that have been previoufly carried off by the pores
of the fkin. But if it be true, that the cures made by
this bath chiefly depend on the operation of {weating, in
this cafe it has no peculiar advantage over domeftic baths,
befides that of faving fuel. In Africa and Europe, as
well as among the favages in America, it is by no means
unknown, that the methods of cure by exciting perf{pira-
tion in different ways, have in certain cafes been of the
greateft fervice ; but perhaps, in many inftances, more be-
nefit would be found by making ufe of the natural baths
at the Cape with a more moderate degree of warmth,
which would allow of the water being abforbed into the
body; and likewife by ufing them with the addition of
herbs: as, for example, of bucku (dio/ima) and wild dacka
(phlosnis leonurus) which are known both by the colonifts
and the Hottentots to be as efficacious as they are common,
and of the powerful effeéts of which in pains and con-
tractions of the limbs, when ufed in the form of baths,
I myfelf have feen inftances. But finally, fuppofing the
folutions of minerals in the warm {prings to be poffefled
of the greateft powers, either univerfally, or only in
particular circumftances, even then in default of natu-
ral baths, one may prepare fomething f{imilar to them
one’s felf. Vide Jou: CAROLI SCHROTERI Difputatio fub
prefidio Frip. HoFFMANI de Balneorum artificialium, €%
Scorits Metallicis ufu Medico. Hale Magdeburgi 1772
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Likewife Die kunft naturlichen Brunnen nachzumachen, (the
art of imitating natural mineral waters) by M. Charles le
Roi. Likewife Profeflor Bergman’s Opw/cula, Vol. 1.

In the mean while, without denying the advantages that
may accrue to any country from poflefling thefe warm
{prings, it would not be amifs in this place to make fome
enquiries concerning their origin. It is well known, that
heat, earthquakes, and even fire are produced, when wa-
ter comes into conta&t with frata of fulphur mixed with
iron. Subterraneous heat or fire produced by this or other
caufes, is the occafion of the water exifting in the bowels
of the earth being forced upwards in the form of vapours.
A colle¢tion of thefe impregnated with the fubftances
which they may have diffolved in their way, compofe
what we call mineral waters. So that it feems much to
be feared, left in fuch confiderable diftillations the water
fhould chance to boil over. And, indeed, experience thows,
that, in this cafe, warm {prings and volcanos for the moft
part enfue. To conclude, from the number of baths
there is at the Cape, and the confiderable degrees of
warmth they are poffefled of, it is probable, that there lies
concealed in the bowels of the earth not a little of this
burning and all-deftroying element. What gives farther
caufe for this fufpicion, is a little rock or hill of ftone,
fituated fifteen or twenty paces above the bathing-houfe.
This confifts of a folid lava, in which there appear evident
marks of its having been once in a fluid ftate. It likewife

‘perfeétly refembles a lava which I had found before in
‘great abundance on the ifland of Afcenfion. This lava too,

is in like manner of a very dark colour and contains iron.
A lit-
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A little piece of road is carried over this {pot, and is diftin-
guifhable by a blackifh duft or powder, like charcoal dutt,
which probably proceeds from the lava or iron ore crufhed
to pieces by the wheels of the waggons that pafs that way.
But if any f{ubterraneous heat or fire fhould be ftill con-
cealed hereabouts to a confiderable extent, may it not fo
far operate on the fhell or external cruft of the earth, that
much of the humidity of the latter fhall partly evaporate,
and partly be dried up in the chinks and clefts which are
formed here in its furface. What confirms me: in this
conjecture is, that though there falls a great deal of rain
in this part of Africa, fo that in the rainy feafon the rivers
almoft overflow their banks, the greateft part of them
neverthelefs are quite dried up in fummer time. Here
are no wells and very few {prings, but abundance of arid
plains covered with fand and heath, of bare mountains, &c.
All thefe contribute to give this country the afpeét of being
the moft thirfty and dry tract of land that I have yet feen
upon the whole face of the globe. The warmth of the
climate here is not fufficient to account for fo great a degree
of aridity ; but the fuppofition of its being occafioned by a
fubterraneous heat appears to me by no means abfurd, as
on the ifle of T7anna, though rendered {o fertile in other
refpects by the afthes of a burning volcano, I obferved two
tra&ts of land f{ufficiently dry and arid, notwithftanding
that a fmall {fpot only upon each of them was {enfibly heated
by the fubterraneous fire. Near the Hottentots Holland’s
Batb, herbs and fhrubs grow luxuriantly along the tepid
ftreams,” which take their rife in the warm fprings; the

roots and ftems of fome of thefe vegetables being even
Yis wafhed
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wafthed by the water, without fuffering the leaft inconve-
nience. It is at the foot of the Zwarteberg (or black moun-
tain, as it is called) that the bath is fituated. Beneath
this range of mountains is extended a confiderable plain,
covered with {fmall hills and dales, which was fhut in
from the fea by a naked and hideous range of moun-
tains of granite. Thefe limited profpe&ts which are fo
common in Africa, could not but be very unpleafant
to me, who in Sweden was almoft always ufed to
{ee the horizon perpetually verdant with groves of firs
and pine.

During my ftay here, the {pring, together with the
month of Awuguft, made daily advances with her various
beautiful bulbous plants, which afterwards, when the
drought of fummer came on, took their leave. Among
thefe I now could number feveral different varieties of 777/zs.
The roots, or more properly the bulbs of thefe, it is com~
mon here to roaft in the afhes and eat: they are called
oenkjes, and have nearly the fame tafte with potatoes. The
Hottentots, with more refleétion than generally falls to
the fhare of f{avages, ufe the word ocenkjes in the fame
fenfe in which VireIiL ufed that of arife, that is, for
reckoning of time; always beginning the new year,
whenever the oenkjes pufh out of the ground, and mark-
ing their age and other events by the number of times
in which, in a certain period, this vegetable has made its
appearance.

My courfe of bathing made me in general too languid
to undertake any long excurfions, or to go a hunting, parti-
cularly up the neighbouring mountains. On the 12th,

how-
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however, a lame {lave having gone up into the cliffs to
gather wood and ftumps of trees, and having at the fame
time taken with him feveral hounds, which I heard very
bufy a hunting, I haftened up thither with a {fmall gun, in
hopes of meeting with a ffeenbock; but to my great aftonifh-
ment found, that the hdunds had driven the game up into
a tree, and were laying clofe fiege to it round about the
bottom. The flave, who likewife came hither with his
burden, faid it was a tiger or a leopard; and added, that
I muft take care to be fure of my mark, or otherwife it
might leap on to my fhoulders from the branches of
the tree, by which it was pretty well fheltered, and be re-
venged on me. As I recolleéted having heard that in Ben-
galy in order to provide in fome meafure againft a cafe of
this kind, they held a fmall {pear over their heads, I now
got ready a large knife, at the fame time that 1 gave fire
with fome large {wan-fhot, upon which I let a ball run
down in hafte. As for the reft, I thought I might very
well depend on the hounds relieving me by taking him off,
The ball miffed, and the fhot alone took place; however,
the beaft at length came tumbling down, and proved to
be nothing more than a large wild cat. It was of a grey co-
lour, and, for aught I could fee, was exaltly of the fame
fpecies as our tame houfe cats ; though, indeed, it weigh-
ed three times as much. I meafured it with an Englifh
rule ; it muft therefore be obferved, that the Englith inch
is larger than the Swedifh, and that the fize' of the
animal is confequently given here according to.the former,
namely,
| From.
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' Inches,
From the tip of the nofe to the head behind the cars 5
From the ear to the fhoulder - - .. 2%
From the fhoulder to the anus - - 14
So that the whole length of the cat was - 21 3
The tail - - - - - - i3

The feet from the belly meafured,
The fore feet - - - i
The hind feet - - - o, I3

So that the height of the cat was about a foot and a half.
The inteftines were half as long again as the animal,
tail and all, or about fifty inches. They were full of

moles and rats. , A
A Hottentot daffard, who had built a little cottage
here near the bath, for himfelf, his wife, and his little
daughter, looked upon the flefh of wild cats, lions, tigers,
and fuch like beafts of prey, as a medicine, and much
wholefomer than that of other animals. The greater
part of the company at the wells were defirous of preferv-
ing the fat, which was thought to poffefs not only the
virtue of healing fores, but likewife to be {erviceable in
the gout; and the {fame notion was harboured concerning
the fat of other wild beafts. It is certain, that the fat of
this wild cat had a very rank and penetrating fmell, and
on that account probably was preferable to other fat.
Another kind -of cat, as it is called, or the roode-kat, is in
Africa univerfally fuppofed to poflfefs a great medicinal
power in its {Kin to cure lumbagos, pains in the joints,
gout in the hands and feet, &c. if the hairy fide be worn
on
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on the part affeCted. I have likewife heard the fame at-
tefted by thofe who thought they had received benefit by
it; but as this fuppofed fpecific was fold at a very high
price, I was contented for my part, with examining the
fkin, by which I was convinced, that it is the fame ani-
mal as Mr. PENNANT, in his Syzopfis and Hiflory of Quad-
rupeds, has defcribed, and given a drawing of, by the
name of the Perfian Cat; and M. Burron, Vol. IX. T. 24.
by the name of the Caracal. The hair of this fkin, it
muft be owned, is very fine and foft; but probably there
are many other {kins that, applied with an equal degree
of faith, would have the fame effeéts. The colour of the
upper part of it is of a wvery light red, {prinkled with
grey; under the belly it is light-coloured; the upper part
of the ears, which have tufts of hair on the tips of them, is
dark brown, {prinkled with grey. Thisanimalisratherlong
in the body, and about two feet in height, with a peaked
nofe. ‘They have a third kind of cat in Africa, which, in
its motions and attitudes, is like our common- cat, :and is
called at the Cape the tiger-kat, and the tiger bofch-kat.
From the two fkins which I brought with me, and which I
fhall perhaps have occafion to defcribe more accurately, I
cannot find but that the tiger-cat is the fame animal as M.
Burron calls the ferval-cat.  As to the animal to which M.
VosmAEgr gives the name of the African civet-cat, I'much
doubt if it be to be found-at the Cape of Good Hope.
"The byfrix criftata of LINNZ&Us, called by the colonifts
here yxter-varken (or iron-hog,) is the fame animal as the
Germans carry about for a'thow in our country by the.name

of porcupine, and does much damage to the cabbages and
3 garden=
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garden-ftuff in the inclofures here. In the day-time it
keeps in its holes under-ground, and at night it feeks for
its food, which confifts of roots and leaves. The calia
Athiopica is the plant fuppofed to be moft coveted by this
animal, on which account likewife it is called the yzzer-
wvarkens wortel. This vegetable is notwithftanding of fo
acrid a nature, that either the root or the leaf applied to
the furface of the body occafions blifters. The hyftrix
is caught in the following manner. They fteal by night
foftly towards the place where the creature ufes to fecrete
itfelf, taking with them a dark lantern. The dogs now
begin to give the alarm, and help to drive the animal from
its fubterraneous retreat, till at length the {portfmen are able
to get at it and knock it on the head. It often happens
indeed, that the more eager and irexperienced dogs get fore
nofes and mouths, &c. in confequence of being pricked by
this creatur®’s ftharp quills ; but there is no foundation for the
report, that it has the power of fhooting forth thefe wea-
pons from its body at pleafure, and directing them againft
its enemies. It is perfeétly well defended from dogs as
well as other animals, while, like the bedgebog, it rolls its
body into a heap, and fets up its prickles or quills, many
of which are a foot and a half long. I did not hear
talk at the Cape of any dezo0ar being produced by this
animal. The flefh neareft refembles pork, a circumftance
which has undoubtedly procured it the name it bears, It
is chiefly ufed as bacon, being fmoked and dried up the
chimney for that purpofe, and is by no means ill-tafted ;
though prejudice hinders a great many of the inhabitants
from eating it.

I found
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1 found™here two new fpecies of the genus of tetrao,
one of which is called partridge and the other pheajant;
either fort being nearly of the fize of our partridges. They
live in flocks, and are not hard to come at, efpecially in
the mornings and evenings; at which times chiefly they
difcover their abode by a fhrill A#rring noife by no means
pleafant in itfelf, yet not difagreeable to hear; partly as it
takes off a little from the wildnefs and defolatenefs, with
which the fight of {o many extenfive and untilled fields
cannot fail to ftrike the imagination; and partly, as par-
ticularly at break of day as well as at the ruddy opening
of the morn, it prognofticates the approach of the fun to
vivify all nature. Flocks of kewwvitts, on the other hand,
towards the dufk of the evening, fcreamed out a difagree-
able found refembling that of the name they bear. Thefe
are a fort of fnipes, and are diftinguifhed in the Syftema
Natura by the name of the Jfcolopax capenfis. . Knorrbane
is the name of a kind of o#is, which has the art of con-
cealing itfelf perfectly till one comes pretty near to it,
when on a fudden it foars aloft, and almoft perpendicular-
ly into the air, with a fharp, hafty, and quavering f{cream,
or the repetition of korrh, korrb, which is an alarm to the
animals throughout the whole neighbourhood, difcovering
the approach of a {portfman, or enemy of fome fort or
other.

The fecretaries bird, though it has been already brought
alive to Europe, and a drawing of it, painted in its natural
colours has been given by M. Vosmarr under the deno-
mination of /fagittarius, is too remarkable among the
feathered kind to be left unnoticed here. It was in thefe
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parts I firft faw it in its wild ftate. It is not a very thy
bird, but when feared, begins at firft to endeavour to fave
itfelf by hopping and feudding along very {wiftly, and af-
terwards does it more effectually by flight. In external
appearance it partly refembles the eagle, and partly the
crane, two birds certainly very unlike each other, and in
my opinion ought to be referred to neither of thefe genera.
The Hottentots give it a name moft fuitable to its nature,
vig. as tranflated into Dutch, /fangen-vraater (or fer-
pent-eater;) and, in fact, it is for the purpofe of keep-
ing within due bounds the very extenfive race of ferpents
in Africa, that nature has principally deftined this bird.
It is much larger than our crane, with legs two feet and a
half long, and the body in proportion lefs than the crane’s.
Its beak, claws, ftout thighs covered with long feathers, and
fhort neck, are like thofe of the eagle and hawk kind. The
head, neck, beak, the leflfer coverts of the wings, and the
greater part of the tail, are of a grey leaden colour; the
longer quills of which latter, a little way from the tips, are
moreover marked with a black fpot; but the two middle
quills are longeft of all, and are white at the tips; its
breaft is of a yellowith white (/fordide albidums;) the vent-
feathers, wing-quills, thighs, claws, pupil, and the retro-
verted feathers under the eyes are black; its thighs are of
a flefh~colour, its eyes large and prominent, the iris of an
orange-yellow, the cere, and the region of the eyes naked
and yellow. A tuft or comb compofed of about twelve
feathers, with which, placed in two rows, this bird is
adorned, lies down moftly on the hind part of the neck.

4 This
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This bird hasapeculiar method of feizing upon ferpents. s
When it approaches them, it always takes care to hold \wA~u
the point of one of its wings before it, in order to parry
off their venomous bites; fometimes it finds an oppor-
tunity of {purning and treading upon its antagonift, or
elfe of taking it up on its pinions and throwing it into
the air; when by this method of proceeding it has at
length wearied out its adverfary, and rendered it almoft
fenfelefs, it then kills it and {fwallows it at leifure, without
danger. ‘Though I have very frequently {een the fecreta-
vies bird both in its wild and tame ftate, I have yet never
had an opportunity of feeing this method it has of catching -
{erpents ; however, I can by no means harbour any doubt
concerning it, after having had it confirmed to me by fo
many Hottentots as well as Chriftians 3 and {fince this bird
has been obferved at the menagerie at the Hagne, to amuie
and exercife itfelf in the fame manner with a ftraw. If;
finally, this ferpent-eater is to be referred to the aceipitres,
or the hawk-kind, the name of falo [ferpentarius appears
to be the moft proper to diftinguifh it by in the Syfema Na-
ature. It has even been remarked, that thefe birds, when
tame, will not difdain now and then to put up with a nice
chicken.

I will not venture at prefent to try my reader’s patience
longer, with accounts of any more of the feathered inhabi-
tants of Africa, at leaft not of the fmaller fort ; yet it may
not be improper to mention by the bye, that they are of
many different {orts, and moft of them unlike thofc which
are to be found in other parts of the world, and at the
ame time that many of them are yet unknown to natura-

X 2 lifts.
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lifts. In general, they excel our European birds in the
brilliancy of their plumage ; but, on the other hand, with
regard to what adds greater life to nature, and which is
capable of charming us more, and operating more power-
fully on our fenfes, viz. the delightful warbling and fong
peculiar to the feathered race, there are very few of them
that deferve our notice in this point.

The manner in which I employed the remainder of my
time, while I ftaid at the warm bath, was in vifiting a
rich farmer who was fick, and lived about two miles and
a half off. I had now better reafon than ever to be pleafed
with the knowledge I had attained in the Afculapian art,
though my reward confifted in nothing more than a fhoul-
der of mutton now and then, and a piece of venifon, which
{fometimes was pretty plentiful there; and that at every
vifit they gave me a pitcher full of milk, which I took
home with me on the pummel of my faddle.  As this latter
was never fuffered to go out of the houfe for money, and
the company at the wells were very irregularly {ferved with
provifions, and even thefe were fcarce, it occafioned me
frequently to repeat my vifits to my patient, efpecially as

‘the copious evacuations by {weat required plenty of nourifh-

ment to f{upply the place of what was thus diffipated ; an
apophthegm, of which many of thofe, who ufed the bath,
were reminded by an excellent appetite. As from the fame
motive I was once obliged to go as far as Bott-rivier, in
order to get in a ftock of butcher’s meat and garden-ftuff,
which I brought home with me on a led horfe, I had the
fatisfaction, in the extenfive tracts above-mentioned, which

arc
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are between the bath and this river, of feeing fome of the
dog kind in their wild ftate.

Thefe wild dogs are fome of the moft pernicious beafts
of prey, particularly with refpect to fheep and goats, that
either the African colonifts or the Hottentot hoards are ex-
pofed to. They are reported not to be content merely with
fatisfying their hunger, but even to deftroy and wound
every thing they meet with, They always herd together
in companies, and wander about day and night after their

prey. The noife they make in hunting is faid much to-

refemble the yelping of our common hounds, only to be
fomething fofter.” It is aflerted, that they even have the
courage to try their ftrength with larger dogs, as well tame
as wild; and that they were once bold enough in their turns;
to purfue a {portfman, who was out after them on horfe-
back, but was unlucky enough to mifs fire. It has been
obferved, that they hunt with much fagacity, acing per-
fectly in concert with each other; while at the fame time
each of them in particular does his beft to overtake or meet
the game, till at length it fallsa prey to the pack. They

are faid to be always as lean as fkeletons, and confequently

ugly, and at the fame time that they have feveral {pots
bare of hair. One fort is faid to be larger, and at the
fame time of a reddifh colour, and {potted black ; ‘: the other
lefs and browner. Thofe that I then faw at the diftance
of two hundred paces, were probably of the larger kind,
for they were two feet high, fhort haired, and reddifh.
No one yet has tried to tame them; fome of the country
people, however, may have had opportunities of experi=
encing, how near thefe grim and fierce animals of prey

may
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may be allied to the more civilized little dogs which {o fre-
quently engrofs the favour and attention of the fair {ex.
It is poflible, that there is yet another {pecies of wilds dogs
in Africa, as a peafant of the mame of POTTGIETER in-
formed me, that in Mofel-bay he had {feen an animal of the
{ize and fhape of a common «dog, but that it had larger
cars, and was marked white under the belly, but was of
a dark colour every where elfe. His companion had fhot
at it, but miffed fire.

The ziger-wolf is a much more common beaft of prey,
and one that from the very beginning, as well as through-
out the whole of my journey, occafioned me {fo much anxiety
and fear for the fafety of my cattle, and confequently for

the happy conclufien of my expedition, that I cannot defer
any longer the defcription of fo formidable an animal. By

the colonifts they are called #iger-we/f. ‘This isthat hitherto
unknown animal, which Mr. PENNANT, in his Synopfis
of Quadrupeds, page 162, N® 119, and Hiftory of Qua-
drupeds, page 250, N° 149, has briefly defcribed and
given a drawing of, by the name of the {potted byerz, a
different {pecies from the canis byena of LiNnNzuUs.

The night, ‘or the dufk of the evening only, is the time
in which thefe animals feck their prey, after which they
are ufed ‘to roam about both feparately and in flocks. But
one of the moft unfortunate properties of this creature

1s, that it cannot keep its ewn counfel. The language of

it cannot eafily be taken down upon paper; however, with

a view to make this {pecies of wolf better knewn than it

has been hitherto, I fhall obferve, that it is by means of
a found fomething like the following, equae, and fometimes
0040,
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ooao, yelled out with atone of defpair, (at the interval of
fome minutes- between each howl,) that nature obliges
this, the moft voracious animal in all Africa, to difcover
itfelf, juft as it does the moft venomous of all the Ameri-
can ferpents, by the rattle in its tail, itfelf to warn every
one to avoid its mortal bite. 'This fame rattle-/nake would

feem, in confequence of thus betraying its own defigns,

and of its great inacivity, (to be as it were nature’s ftep-
child,) if, according to many credible accounts, it had not
the wonderous property of charming its prey by fixing its
eye upon it. ‘The like is affirmed alfo of the #ger-wolf.

This creature, it is true, is obliged to give informatien.

againit itfelf ; but on the other hand, is actually poflefled
of the peculiar gift of being enabled, in fome meafure,
to imitate the cries of other animals; by which means this
arch-deceiver is fometimes lucky enough to beguile and
attract calves, foals, lambs and other animals. As to the
howlings of this creature, they are, in fat, as much the
natural confequences of hunger, as gaping is of a difpo-

fition to fleep; and as the flowing of the faliva, or the water-
coming into the mouth, is of the fight of fome delicacy,.

which excites the appetite. There muft, indeed, be fome

phyfical caufe for this. The very hollownefs of the {found, .

or fome other quality of it which I cannot well defcribe,
induces me to conjecture, that it proceeds from the empti-
nefs of the ftomach. In the mean while, that a difpo-

fition to this yelling is abfolutely implanted in the animal

by nature, I am apt to conclude from the inftance of a

young tiger-wolf that I {faw at the Cape, which,.though"

it had been brought up tame from a whelp by a Chinefe
refident
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refident there, and was then chained up, was faid never-
thelefs to be filent in the day time, but very frequently in

-the night (being then probably hungry) was heard to emit

the yelling noife peculiar to its kind. = Near fome of the
larger farms, where there is a great deal of cattle, this

ravenous beaft is to be found almoft every night; and at

the fame time frequently from one hour to another be-
traying itfelf by its howlings, gives the dogs the alarm. The
peafants aflured me, that the cunning of the wolves was {o
great, (adding, that the trick had now and then even fucceed-
ed with fome of them) that a party of them, half flying
and half defending themf{elves, would decoy the whole pack
of dogs to follow them to the diftance of a gun-fhot or two

from the farm, with a view to give an opportunity to the
reft of the wolves to come out from their ambufcade, and,
without meeting with the leaft refiftance, carry off booty

~fufficient for themfelves and their fugitive brethren.  As

the tiger-wolf, though a much larger and ftronger animal,
does not venture without being driven to the utmoft ne-
ceflity, to meafure its ftrength with the common dog, this
js certainly an evident proof of its cowardice.  Neither does
this fame voracious beaft dare openly to attack oxen,
cows, horfes, or any of the larger animals, while they
make the leaft appearance as if they would defend them-
{elves, or even as long as they do not betray any figns
of fear. On the other hand, it has art enough to rufh in
upon them fuddenly and unexpeétedly, at the {fame time -
fetting up a horrid and ftrange cry, fo as to fet them a
running in confequence of the fright, that it may after-
svards keep clofe to their heels with fafety, till it has an

oppor-
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opportunity with one bite or ftroke to rip up the belly of
its prey, (even though it fhould be fo large an animal as a
draught-ox) or elfe give it fome dangerous bite, and {o at
one fingle bout make itfelf mafter of its antagonift. On
this account the peafants are obliged to drive their cattle
home every evening before it is dark, excepting the more
confiderable droves of draught-oxen, which they let roam
about day and night to feek their food unattended, by
reafon that they are ufed both to the country and the
artifices of the wolves, and can therefore the eafier depend
upon and defend each other.

Travellers, on the other hand, who are obliged to keep
on in their journey, frequently fuffer great loffes by turn-

ing their cattle out at night; efpecially of the young ones,
which are eafieft fcared. I, who had only one team ‘of
oxen, and thofe, to my forrow, of that degenerate fort as
to be apt to ftray and wander afar off; feldom ventured to
let them graze in the night, however neceflary it might
otherwife be; for my botanizing feldom allowed me to
travel on nights, as the peafants do, and bait my cattle in
the day-time : fo that, as I could only travel in the morn-
ings and evenings, the heat of the day was neither a pro-
per nor a fufficient time for baiting them. 1 had befides
not unfrequently the difagreeable accident happen to me,
that the leader of myteam, whofe duty it was to go to pafture
with the cattle, often neglected his duty. By this means
we wafted not only many hours, but even fometimes a
couple of days together, in anxious endeavours to re-
cover our loft cattle; and at the fame time were obliged to
go over hills and dales, on horfeback as well as on foot,

VoL. L : S to
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to look after them. While I ftaid at the warm bath, my
{addle-horfe together with fome others, was frightened
one night by the wolves, fo as to pull up by the roots the
{mall bufthes to which they were tied, and took to their
heels ; but by good luck, they were found again unhurt
the following evening. They had perhaps difengaged
themfelves entirely fromtheir faftenings, or elfe taken heart,
on having been obliged to ftop at the fteep declivity of a
mountain, that enclofed a narrow dale, where they were
found. It may be likewife, that the hyzna has courage
only upon the open plains, in the fame manner as our
ordinary wolves ; which, for fear of being taken by fur-
prize, are f{aid not to venture to follow any one that takes
refuge in the fkirts of a wood. The imminent danger I
had been in of lofing my faddle-horfe, induced me after-
wards to be as cautious-as poflible againft fo difagreeable
and vigilant an enemy as the wolf. I'had alfo the good for-
tune, throughout the whole of my journey, to efcape paying
any -tax to this animal’s voracity and.cunning, excepting a
trace belonging to the waggon, two yards long and two
fingers -thick, made of ftrong thongs of undrefled ox’s
hide plaited together; for one night a wolf came within-
fide of ithe door of my lodgings (at Ziger-hoek) where it
hung up, and gnawing it in pieces, ate it up. The Hot-
tentots  themfelves have confefled to.me, that it was ftill
within the memory of man, that the tiger-wolf was bold
enough to fteal upon them and moleft them in their huts,
particularly by carrying off their children. ~ 'This, however,
18 NOW ‘No longer the cafe ; a circamftance, ’-_perhqp}s, pro-
ceeding from the introduction of fire-arms into the coun-

try,
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try, a circumftance which, in thefe latter times, has caufed
this, as well as other wild beafts, to ftand in greater awe of
man than it did formerly. Ihave heard the following ftory
of the tiger-wolf mentioned, as being related in a certain
treatife on the Cape, of which I now cannet exaétly re-
member the title. The tale is laughable enough, though
perhaps not quite {o probable.

¢ At a feaft near the Cape one night, a trumpeter who
had got his fill was carried out of doors, in order that he
might cool himfelf, and get fober again. The fcent of
him foon drew thither a tiger-wolf, which threw him on
his back, and dragged him along with him as a corpfe,
and confequently a fair prize, up towards Zadle-rmountain.
During this, however, our drunken mufician waked,
enough in his fenfes to know the danger of his fituation,
and to found the alarm with his trumpet, which he car-
ried faftened to his fide. ‘The wild beaft, as may eafily
be fuppofed, was not lefs frightened in his turn.” Any
other befides a trumpeter would, in fuch circumftances,
have undoubtedly been no better than wolf’s meat.

In the mean while it 1s a certain truth, and well known
to every body, that thefe wolves are to be found almoft
every dark night about the thambles at the Cape, where
they devotr the offals of bones, fkin, &c. which are
thrown out there in great quantities, and drag away with
them what they cannot eat. The inhabitants repay thefe
good offices of the hyana with a free and unlimited pri-
vilege of accefs and egrefs. The dogs too hereabouts,
perfely accuftomed to their company, are faid never to

‘throw any impediment in their way; fo that the beaft,
Y 2 entertained
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entertained and fed in the very heart of the town, has
been feldom known to do any mifchief there. . It is like=
wife a well-known faét, that thefe wolves, in different
parts of Africa, exhibit different degrees of courage;
this, however, may perhaps proceed from their bemg of
different {pecies in different parts.

Yet in this very greedinefs of the Ayena, and its difpo-
fition to confume every thing it can get at, the provident
ceconomy of nature is abundantly evinced. The flowery
fields at the Cape, would certainly foon become hideous and
disfigured with carcafes and {keletons, the relicks of the
great quantity of game of all forts which graze and die
there in fucceflion, were not the Ziger-wolf manifeftly
fubfervient to nature in the.regulation of her police, by
clearing her theatre from them; nay, I had almoft faid,
the wolf alone: for lions and tigers, far example, never
eat bones, and are not very fond of carcafes. Thefe are
ferviceable in another way. They make the other animals
vigilant and attentive to the functions for which nature
has defigned them; and befides anfwering feveral other
intentions of providence, they ferve, in conjunction with
mankind, to keep in a juft equilibrium the increafe of
the animal kingdom; {o that it may not exceed the {up-
plies afforded it by the vegetable part of the creation, and
by this means prevent the neceflary renewal of the latter
by feeds, &c. and thus, by defolating it and laying it
wafte, in the end impoverith and deftroy themfelves, and
die moft wretched vi&ims to want and hunger; {o that,
notwithftanding the immenfe quantities of game exifting
in this country, there are very feldom found any bones in

the
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the haunts they have left, and never after the tiger, lion,
jackal, wild cat, and wild dog. Thefe latter animals, that
they may not encumber and litter the ground which na-
ture has ordained them to clear, never go out of their
dens and caverns when they find themfelves fick and dif-
abled; but there, opprefled with hunger and difeafe,
await the tranfitory moment, when they muift pay obe-
dience to nature’s laft law.

On this {ubject it is'worth while to obferve, that the #iger-
wolf is faid, befides being a very great gormandizer, like-
wife to be capable of bearing hunger a confiderable time;
and if we alfo recolleét its cowardly manner of attacking

living animals, it will be evident, that this creature’s vora-

city muft neceffarily ferve to confume fuch as are worn
out with age, or are fickly or maimed, as well as the other
remains and refufe of the animal kingdom, and in like
manner what may be redundant in ity but does not threaten
any great deftruction of the fupplies neceflary for the re-
cruiting of this part of the creation.

Two other voracious animals of this kind are found in
Africa, which are diftinguithed by the names of mountain~
wolf and frand-wolf; but the people of the country were
not able to give me any other marks to diftinguifh them
by, than that the mountain-wolf is of a greyith caft, but
the //rand-wolf blackifh with a grey head. In the mean-
while, what I have faid above concerning the tiger-wolf,
as being the moft common of the kind, may perhaps be
in a great meafure applicable to the two other fpecies.

The one of thefe probably is the canis byena, Syt

Nagt. LINN. as I brought with me from the Cape 2 1Kin,
which
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which feems to correfpond tolerably well with the defcrips
tions. we have of that animal.  The teeth and feet were
either loft from off the fkin, or elfe mutilated ; however, to
deferibe it as accurately as I can, it was five feet in length
and two in breadth, and the legs, to conclude from what was
left, were above a foot long. The tail was fifteen inches long,
and tolerably erect; from the tip of the nofe to the eyes it
meafured {ix inches, and from the eyes to the ears five; the
ears were fix inches long, a little rounded at the tip, but the
exterior parts of them were moftly bare. The nofe was
peaked ; the head covered with fhort hair, and of an ath-
colour all overy while, on the other hand, the hair on the
reft of the body was thick, harfh, and rough; on the up-
per part of the back the hairs were above a foot long, ef-
pecially near the tail; on the tail itfelf they were fix
inches in length, while on the fides and belly they were
not above four or five.

The whifkers were very ftiff and harfh, fome of them
being thrice the thicknefs of thofe on the breaft, and five
inches in length. A number of ftiff and ftrait hairs, three
or four inches long, compofed the eye-brows. The eyes
were at the diftance of two inches afunder; the colour of
the {pace between them, as well as on the upper part of
the back and tail, was dark brown, as likewife on the legs
and thighs; but on the fides and under the belly it was
moufe-black. It was with difficulty that fome dark ftripes

‘could be traced, running from the back-bone down to the

fides. . ; 6l
So that Mr. PENNANT’s defcription of the Jyena canina,
or the canis -hywna of LINNZUS, correfponds:tolerably
well,
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well, as to the fize of the animal and the nature of jm'
the hair, with the fkin I brought with me, and have juft W\J
now defcribed, the fmall differences there may be in the
colour being of - no great importance : befides, I have ano-
ther very good reafon for believing, that one fpecies of
the animal called wolves at the Cape, is the byena canina,
fo well defcribed by Mr. PENNANT; and this is, that a
farmer living near Boft Rrvier, offered to lay me a confider-
able wager, that he could thew me wo/ves that were ber-
mapbrodites. For this purpofe he intended to lay a poi-
foned bait for them, compofed of an extract of an herb,
which he bought of fomebody that lived a great way up
the country ; however, I did not accept the wager, part-
ly as I had not time to wait for the determination of it,
and partly becaufe I was afraid of getting into {fome dif-
agreeable difpute about the decifion of it; as perhaps this
animal, in like manner as I had feen before in the cafe of
the wiverra gemetta and other creatures, might have a
mufk-bag, or follicle, in that part, which might be mif-
taken for the female organs of generation. I did not
then recollect, that Mr. Pennant had remarked an aperture
above 'the anus in the female of the canis hyena; but
that the tiger-wolf had nothing of the kind, I could ab-
ferve in the female one that was kept alive at the Cape.
It is this aperture, as Iimagine, that in former times gave
room forthe affertion, ‘that'the hyenawas ufed to change
its fex. Perhaps, in like manner, it will be found, that our
forefathers were:not entirely without foundation in the ‘ac-

countsithey gave (though. they were cextainly carried too far, ;'
0
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of the hyzna’s power to imitate the human voice, and to
charm the fhepherds, fo that they were not able to ftir
from the {pot they were in.

I have already given an account of this creature’s power
to imitate other animals; all the country people, wherever
I pafled in the courfe of my journey, were agreed on this
point. I myfelf, as well as my fellow-traveller, and my
Hottentots, together with a boor and his whole family at
Gaurits Rivier, heard a wolf imitate fheep and lambs.
That the noife came from the wolf we had reafon to con-
clude, partly from our having heard it from the place
where -he difcovered himf{elf, both before and afterwards,
by his ufual and peculiar howl; partly becaufe all the
fheep were near at hand, and had been all reckoned before
they were folded ; and indeed, partly becaufe the bleating was
emitted in rather too fharp a tone, and {o little like the na-
tural found, that even the dogs belonging to the farm were
fenfible of the trick, and ran out that way barking vio-
lently; but what kind of wolf this was, nobody could in~
form me with any certainty.

A little farther on I fhall have occafion more .particu-
larly to relate, how we were difturbed in a defert place by
a great body of wolves, which, in confequence of the in-
fernal noife they made, might, in former times, eafily
have induced the fuperftitious fhepherds to believe any
conceit whatever, that the firft emotions of their terror
could infpire.

In Lange Kloof, near Gantze Craal Riviery I was fhewed
a dittle piece of {kin, which was faid to be that of a wolf

In
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In its colour it came neareft to that of our Swedifh wolves,
but the hair was coarfer and harfher, and was, in my opi-
nion, different from that of both the other forts of hyxna
above-mentioned.  The fkin I have defcribed as corre-
{ponding with the canis byena, 1 bought juft before my de-
parture from the Cape of the late lord licutenant, or /gnd-
roft of Zwellendam ; who told me, it had been prefented to
him by a peafant living in the northern part of his diftrict.
This {fame peafant, he faid, pretended it was the fkin of
a very rare and uncommon animal. Itmight be, perhaps,
that by this means he wifhed to enhance the value of his

prefent, though very poflibly in a certain refpect it was
rare for him; for wolves are heard, I had almoft faid,

every night; are hardly ever fhot, and very {eldom caught,
though for this purpofe the country people build little
houfes, .in which they put ftinking carcafes by way of
bait.  The wolf creeping in here and treading on a
{pring, a hatch falls down immediately, and fhuts
him in.

I cannot help once more repeating it, as being fome-

thing peculiar, that the fkin above defcribed was covered

with hairs, a great part of which were above a foot
long. As in the warmeft countries the animals are often
found moft deficient with refpeét to hair; and again as it is
in the cold climates alone, efpecially againft the winter fets
in, that one fees thefe creatures protected from the feverity
of the feafon by furs and long fhaggy hair; and as nature
does nothing without defign, nothing without the wifeft
intentions, the queftion has fuggefted itfelf to me, what

VoL. L. A occa-
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occafion can the byena canis have, in fo warm a climate
as that he inhabits, for fo hairy and warm a covering ?
This however may, perhaps, be extremely neceffary in the
cold caverns of rocks, and the {ubterraneous holes which are
allotted to this beaft of prey for his habitation. It {feems
to me likewife to be very ferviceable in the cold, dark, and
rainy nights, which are the principal times for this animal
to hunt in. Times that moreover, are probably very criti-
cal for {uch gazells and antilopes as are fick and fuperannu-
ated. But may not this fur likewife ferve to take off from
the {harpnefs of this animal’s hunger? A good cover for a
horfe in winter is, according to the ufual expreffion, equal

to half its food: now nature, whofe riches and bounty we

acknowledge in other particulars, does not thow alefs care-
ful provifion in regard to the animal I am {peaking of. It
is neceffary that the animal kingdom fhould be kept in due
order and a juft equilibrium; and fhe makes ufe of certain
animals for this purpofe, and therefore has endued the
hyzna with a wonderful degree of vigilance, with other
means to anfwer thefe her intentions to their full extent;
but being unwilling, and indeed too generous, perpetually

to lavifh the more inoffenfive part of the animal creation to

the utmoft ftretch of this creature’s voracious appetite, fhe
hits upon other methods between whiles to affwage and damp
it. In the fame manner as to the othér beafts of prey, fthe has
given to the wolf likewife the faculty of fleeping out the
greateft part of its life, by which means it e€ats the lefs;

and this creature’s warm fur, does not a little promote na-

ture’s intentions in this refpect.
The
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The lion, indeed, is now almoft extirpated from this 'ﬁf;;:
part of the country; though it fometimes happens, that \wv~/
one or two of them come hither farther from the north-
wards. One of thefe animals was faid to have done much
mifchief at about eleven miles diftance from the bath, at

the time that I was there.

/S C H AP
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Cii By Pacially

]oumej from the Warm Bath to Zwellendam.

-

HE time was now come for me to quit the bath, in
order to {et out upon the long journey I had in view.
Mr. ImmeLMAN likewife now came to me from the Cape,

to bear me company according to his promife. But, con-
trary to my expectation, there was fomething ftill wanting

of the greateft importance.

The peafant, who had undertaken to equip me with
what was neceflary for my journey, hadtaken me in, not only
by felling me a team of wretched oxen, but likewife in the
driver he procured me. Though he had hired him for me
at {feven rixdollars per month, exclufive of his vi¢tuals and
tobacco, the fellow knew {till lefs of the road than we did
ourfelves. ‘This fame driver had likewife neglected his

duty, in omitting to procure us a Hottentot to lead our

oxen. I had every reafon to think, that this omiffion was
made on purpofe, in order that we might not penetrate far
into the country; in which cafe he himfelf would have the
fewer dangers and difficulties to undergo, and the wear and
tear of my waggon would be the lefs; for I plainly perceived,
that his principal, or the farmer whom I had commiffioned

to
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to agree with him for me, had buoyed himfelf up with the
hopes, that he fhould get my waggon dog cheap at my
return. I therefore agreed with another, who was reckon-
ed a fteady and experienced man ; but he, as {foon as we
~imparted to him in confidence our intentions of vifiting the
more diftant parts of the country, not only begged to be
off the bargain, but likewife fincerely and from the bottom
of his heart, advifed us to ftay at home. By this means
we were quite put to our fhifts, not knowing how to get an
inch farther. Though we now would have gladly put up
with the Lego-Hottentots only, we met with a refufal like~
wife from them, on our fending to a couple of craals, or
communities, at the diftance of eleven miles from us, in
order to make a bargain with them.  They excufed them-~
{elves on the account that a great many of their young men
were juft dead, and fome of them were ftill fick. It feem-
ed they were affli¢ted with a bilious fever, a diforder which
in general is rather uncommon at the Cape, and is always
moft fatal to {flaves. But as it was now very rife, and ran
very high among the colonifts themfelves, they were uni-
verfally alarmed, and my fellow traveller as much as any
of them. I, for my part, being an European phyfician, and
ufed to much more dangerous epidemics, was in no con-
cern whatever, except on account of the mortification and
fhame I experienced at finding my(elf in danger of putting
an end to my journey for want of adriver. Indeed, I now
withed within myfelf, and not without reafon, te have it in
my power to exchange one or two of the feven fciences for
the art of driving oxen. - At length, however, the baftard

Hottentot, who lived near the bath in a hut made of hur-
dles,
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dles, and who by the bye was but a fad fellow, finding his
wife and child begin to recover from their putrid fever,
undertook, in confideration of fome medicines he had had
of me, but chiefly in confideration of the hard money I
paid him down upon the nail, to drive my waggon; but
no farther than to Zwellendam, where Mr. IMMELMAN was
in hopes of getting Hottentots eafier. In the mean while,
in default of ox-leaders, we were obliged, though on horfe-
back, to condefcend, by means of a long rope, ourfelves
to perform this office, which in Africa is looked upon in
the loweft light imaginable. To give this difagreeable affair
a better colour, we gave ourfelves credit wherever we went
for undertaking this piece of drudgery, as being the beft
method to get rid of the greateft impediment in our jour-
ney, and as freeing us from the neceffity of making low
fubmiffions to our inferiors, and of being too troublefome
to others for their affiftance. By this means, indeed, we
made the good people cry us up for what bare neceffity
forced us to; but, for all that, we were neither better nor
worfe than ox-leaders.

On the 26th of Auguft we left the bath, and arrived in
good time at Steenkock-rivier, where my patient lived who
had paid me for my vifits with milk and meat, during my
refidence at the bath., He had for many years paft ufed
the bath himfelf for a violent fwelling and eryfipelas in
one of his legs, but was now already relieved by the ufe
of iffues, the leaves of elder, &c. on which account he
fold me the fpirits'T wanted to preferve my animals in, at
a very reafonable rate, ‘and at the fame time perfuaded me
to ftay there that night; but to the great terror and dif-

quictude
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quietude of my fellow-traveller, he lodged us in the {fame
room in which his fon had lately lain ill of a putrid fever.
He afterwards gave us a few provifions for our journey,
and would oblige us to borrow a porridge-pot of him,
which I then confidered as a troublefome fuperfluity, but
afterwards found that by prefling it upon us he had done
us a peculiarly kind office.

On the 27th we fet out again on our journey, and as
the road was good and even all the way, and my Hotten-
tot aflfured me that he could do very well without any
leader, we let him go forward while we rode upto the
farm near the road, where we were treated by the owner
of it with a rare and delicate dith; a fort of {parrow or

finch (loxia capenfis) broiled : a bird that does much mif-
chief in the corn-fields, but with its black and yellow
plumage makes a beautiful appearance. I have obferved,
that this little animal, at the approach of fummer, always
changed its yellow for a blood-red hue.

Qur driver, indeed, had not much the ftart of us; but
though we pufhed very faft after him, we were not able
to overtake him before the evening came on; we began to
fear'we had gone out of our road, when at length we met
with a drunken European, who was not athamed to offer
himfelf to be my fervant, after having acknowledged that,
in company with my Hottentot, he had been getting drunk
with the contents of my brandy-cafk. At length we over-
took our Hottentot, who, not fo drunk as his companion,
denied the fa@, though the mail of the lock belonging to
the cafk above-mentioned, was actually broke off. Having

taken off the oxen, and unfaddled our horfes at the farm
called

1758
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Py called Gantze Craal, 1 found that he had likewife filled

‘.~~~ feveral bottles, in order to treat himfelf and a couple of
rafcals of his own kidney, a baftard and a flave, who had
come thither with a waggon.

As the mifchievous difpofition of the favages is carried
even to madnefs, and becomes extremely dangerous when
they are overloaded with liquor, I took the brandy from
them; but they had already drank themfelves to {fuch a
pitch of frenzy and boldnefs, as to give me to underftand,
that, in cafe they parted with their beloved brandy, they
thought of nothing but revenge and murder. As we had
feen a Chriftian equally guilty with them, we thought we
might and ought to bear with them till the next morning,
with all the coolnefs and prudence, which the profecution
of our journey and the prefent pofture of our affairs re-
quired.

In the mean time I was obliged to fleep all night long in
my waggon to take care of my brandy, by which means I
got freth cold; for this fame farm of Gantze Craal, lay on
the other fide of the river Zonder End. ‘The next morning
we forced our valiant pot-companions, who were now f{ober,
to afk pardon ; and at noon, having found a ferpent, we
put it alive into the cafk, in the prefence of every one.
My comrade now told them, they might drink as much as
they pleafed without lett or hinderance, and added, with a
carelefs air, that in that cafe he fhould hope foon to have the
pleafure of feeing them burft with poifon, with other things
to that purpofe. Thefe conditions they di