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FROM

Prince of Wales’s Fort in Hudfon’s Bay,
T O

¥ HE NORTHERN OCEAN,

UNDERTAKEN
BY ORDER OF THE HUDSON’s BAY COMPANY,
FOR THE DISCOVERY
OF COPPER MINES, A NORTH WEST PASSAGE, &,
In the:Years 1769, 1770, 1771, & 1772,

By SAMUEL HEARNE,

And Sold by T. Caperr Jun. and W. Davizes, (Succeffors to
Mr. CabpEeLL,) in the Strand,

1795.






TO

SAMUEL WEGG, Efg. ~ Governor,

Sir JAMES WINTER LAKE, Deputy Governor,
AND

THE REST OF THE COMMITTEE

OF THE HONOURABLE

HUDSON’s BAY COMPANY.

HONOURABLE SIRS,

A S the following Journey was undertaken

at your Requeft and Expence, I feel it no
lefs my Duty than my Inclination to addrefsit
to you; hoping that my humble Endeavours
to relate, in a plan and unadorned Style,

the various Circumftances and Remarks which
6 occurred



v DEDICATION.

occurred during that Journey, will meet with
your Approbation.

I am, with much Efteem and Gratitude,
HONOURABLE SIRS,

Your moft obedient, and

moft obliged humble Servant,

SAMUEL HEARNE.
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MR. DarrymeLe, in one of his Pamphlets relating to

Hudfon’s Bay, has been {o very particular in his ob-
fervations on my Journey, as to remark, that I have not
explained the conftru@ion of the Quadrant which I had
the misfortune to break in my fecond Journey to the
North. It was a Hadley’s Quadrant, with a bubble at-
tached to it for an horizon, and made by Daniel Scatlif of
Wapping. But as no inftrument on the fame principle
could be procured when I was fetting out on my laft
Journey, an old Elton’s Quadrant, which had been upwards
of thirty years at the Fort, was the only inftrument I
could then be provided with, in any refpe& proper for
making obfervations with on the land.

Mr. Dalrymple alfo obferves, that I only inferted in my
laft Journal to the Company, one obfervation for the lati-
tude, which may be true; but I had, neverthelefs, {everal
others during that Journey, particularly at Snow-bird
Lake, Thelwey-aza-yeth, and Clowey, exclufive of that
mentioned in the Journal taken at Conge-cathawha-

chaga. But when I was on that Journey, and for feveral
a years
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years after, I little thought that any remarks made in it
would ever have attracted the notice of the Public: if I
had, greater pains might and would have been taken to
render it more worthy of their attention than it now is.
At that time my ideas and ambition extended no farther
than to give my employers {fuch an account of my pro-
ceedings as might be fatisfacory to them, and anfwer the
purpofe which they had in view ; little thinking it would
“ever come under the infpe@ion of fo ingenious and inde-
fatigable a geographer as Mr. Dalrymple muft be allowed
to be. But as the cafe has turned out otherwife, I have
at my leifure hours recopied all my Journals into one
book, and in fome inftances added to the remarks I had
before made; not fo much for the information of thofe

who are critics in geography, as for the amufement of can~
did and indulgent readers, who may perhaps feel them-.

felves in fome meafure gratified, by having the face of a
country brought to their view, which has hitherto been

entirely unknown to every European except myfelf. Nor

will, I flatter myfelf, a defcription of the modes of living,
manners, and cuftoms of the natives, (which, though long
known, have never been defcribed,) be lefs acceptable to
the curious.

I cannnot help obferving, that I feel myfelf rather hurt
at Mr. Dalrymple’s rejecting my latitude in fo peremptory
a manner, and in {o great a proportion, as he has done;
becaufe, before I arrived at Conge-cathawhachaga, the

Sun

et g

s I ——
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Sun did not fet during the whole night: a proof that I
was then to the Northward of the Ar&ic Circle. I may
be allowed to add, that when I was at the Copper
River, on the eighteenth of July, the Sun’s declination
was but 21° and yet it was certainly fome height above
the horizon at midnight; how much, as I did not then
remark, I will not zow take upon me to fay; but it proves
that the latitude was confiderably more than Mr. Dal-
rymple will admit of. His affertion, that no grafs is to
be found on the (rocky) coaft of Greenland farther North
than the latitude of 65° is no proof there thould not be
any in a much higher latitude in the interior parts of North
America, For, in the firft place, I think it is more than
probable, that the Copper River empties itfelf into a fort of
inland Sea, or extenfive Bay, {fomewhat like that of Hud-
fon’s: and it is well known that no part of the coaft of
Hud{on’s Straits, nor thofe of Labradore, at leaft for fome
degrees South of them, any more than the Eaft coaft of
Hudfon’s Bay, till we arrive near Whale River, have any
trees on them ; while the Weft coaft of the Bay in the
fame latitudes, is well clothed with timber. Where then
is the ground for fuch an affertion? Had Mr. Dalrymple
confidered this circumftance only, I flatter myfelf he would
not fo haftily have obje&ted to woods and grafs being fecn
in fimilar fituations, though in a much higher latitude.
Neither can the reafoning which Mr., Dalrymple derives from
the error I committed in eftimating the diftance to Cum-
berland Houfe, any way affe& the queftion under con-

a2 fideration ;.

vil
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fideration ; becaufe that diftance being chiefly in longitude,
I had no means of correéting it by an obfervation, which
was not the cafe here.

I do not by any means wifh to enter into a difpute with,
or incur the difpleafure of Mr. Dalrymple ; but thinking,
as I do, that I have not been treated in fo liberal a manner
as I ought to have been, he will excufe me for endeavour-
ing to convince the Public that his objeGions are in a great
meafure without foundation. And having done fo, I fhall
quit the difagreeable fubje with declaring, that if any
part of the following fheets fhould afford amufement to
Mr. Dalrymple, or any other of my readers, it will be the
higheft gratification I can receive, and the only recompence

I defire to obtain for the hardfhips and fatigue which I un-
derwent in procuring the information contained in them.

Being well affured that feveral learned and curious
gentlemen are in pofieflion of manufcript copies of, or
extrads from, my Journals, as well as copies of the Charts,
I have been induced to make this copy as corre& as pof-
fible, and to publifh it; efpecially as I obferve that
{carcely any two of the publications that contain extrads
from my Journals, agree in the dates when I arrived at, or
departed from, particular places. To redify thofe dif-
agreements I applied to the Governor and Committee of.
the Hudfon’s Bay Company, for leave to perufe my original
Journals, “This was granted with the greateft affability

I and
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and politenefs ; as well as a fight of all my Charts relative
to this Journey. ~ With this afliftance I have been enabled
to re&ify fome inaccuracies that had, by trufting too much
to memory, crept into this copy; and I now offer it to
the Public under authentic dates and the beft authorities,
however widely fome publications may differ from it.

T have taken the liberty to expunge fome paffages which
were inferted in the original copy, as being no ways
interefting to the Public, and feveral others have under-
gone great alterations; fo that, in fa&, the whole may
be faid to be new-modelled, by being blended with a va-
riety of Remarks and Notes that were not inferted in the

original copy, but which my long refidence in the country

has enabled me to add.

The account of the principal quadrupeds and birds that
frequent thofe Northern regions in Summer, as well as
thofe which never migrate, though not defcribed in a fci-
entific manner, may not be entirely unacceptable to the
moft fcientific zoologifts; and to thofe who are unac-
quainted with the technical terms ufed in zoology, it may
perhaps be more ufeful and entertaining, than if I had de-
fcribed them in the moft claffical manner. But I muft
not conclude this Preface, without acknowledging, in
the moft ample manner, the affiftance I have received
from the perufal of Mr. Pennant’s Arctic Zoology ; which
has enabled me to give feveral of the birds their proper

names ;,

ix
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names ; for thofe by which they are known in Hudfon’s
Bay are purely Indian, and of courfe quite unknown to
every European who has not refided in that country.

To conclude, I cannot fufficiently regret the lofs of a
confiderable Vocabulary of the Northern Indian Language,
containing fixteen folio pages, which was lent to the late
Mr. Hutchins, then Correfponding Secretary to the Com-
pany, to copy for Captain Duncan, when he went on
difcoveries to Hudfon’s Bay in the year one thoufand
{feven hundred and ninety. But Mr. Hutchins dying foon
after, the Vocabulary was taken away with the reft of his
effe&ts, and cannot now be recovered; and memory, at
this time, will by no means {erve to replace it,

CON-
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J¥TRODUCTION. - - - Page xxi

Gl A L. 1.

Tranfactions from my leaving Prince of Wales's Fort on my firft Expe-
dition, till our Arrival there again.

Set off from the Fort; arrive at Po-co-thee-kif-co River.==One of the
Northern Indians deferts.—Crofs Seal River, and walk on the barren
grounds.—Receive wrong information concerning the diftance of the woods.
~—Weather begins to be very cold, provifions all expended, and nothing
to be got.—Strike to the Weftward, arrive at the woods, and kill three
deer.—Sct forward in the North Weft quarter, fee the tracks of mufk-oxen
and deer, but killed none.—Very fhort of provifions.—Chawchinahaw wants
us to return.-—Neither he nor his crew contribute to our maintenance.—He
influences feveral of the Indians to defert.—Chawchinahaw and all his crew
leave us.— Begin our return to the Fadtory; kill a few partridges, the firft
meal we had had for feveral days.—Villany of one of the home Indians and

* his wife, who was a Northern Indian woman.—Arrive at Seal River, kill
two deer ; partridges plenty.—Meet a ftrange Northern Indian, accompany
him to his tent, ufage received there; my Indians affift in killing fome
beaver.—Proceed toward home, and arrive at the Fort. L 1

N - PG T R Dl | 8

Tranfaéiions from cur dArrival at the Faclory, to my leaving it again,
and during the Figfl Part of my Second Journey, till I had the mif~
Jortune to break the Quadrant.

"['ranfations at the Factory.—Proceed on my fecond journey.—Arrive at Seal
River.—Deer plentiful for fome time.—Method of angling fifh under the ice.
~—Set our fifhing-nets.—Method of fetting nets under the ice.—~My guide

propofes
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‘propofes to ﬁ@‘ till the geefe fhould begin to fly ; his reafons accepted.—
Pitch our tent in the beft manner.—Method of pitching a tent in Winter,—
Fifh plentiful for fome time; grow very fearce; in great want of provifions.
~—Manner of employing my time.—My guide killed two deer.—Move to

the place they were lying at; there kill feveral more deer, and three beavers.
—Soon in want of provifions again.—Many Indians join us from the Weft-

ward.—We begin to move towards the barren ground.—Arrive at She-than-
nee, there fuffer great diftrefs for want of provifions.—Indians kill two fwans
and three geefe.—Geefe and other birds of paffage plentiful.—Ieave She-
than-nee, and arrive at Beralzone.—One of' my companions guns burfts, and
fhatters his left hand.—Leave Beralzone, and get on the barren ground, clear
of all woods.—Throw away our fledges and fhow fhoes.—Each perfon takes
a load on his back ; my part of the luggage. —~Expofed to many hardfhips.—
Several days without vi¢tuals,—Indians kill three mufk-oxen, but for want
of fire-are obliged to eat the meat raw.—Fine weather returns; make a fire;
cffe@s of long fafting ; ftay a day or two to dry fome meat in the Sun.—
Proceed to the Northward, and arrrive at Cathawhachaga ; there find fome
tents of Indians.— A Northern Leader called Keelfhies meets us; fend a letter
by him to the Governor.~—Tranfactions at Cathawhachaga ; leave it and pro-
ceed to the Northward.—Meet feveral Indians.—My guide not willing to

proceed ; his reafons for it.—~Many more Indians join us.—Arrive at Doo-
bant Whoie River.—~Manner of ferrying over rivers in the Northern Indian

canoes.—No rivers in thofe parts in a ufeful direction for the natives.—Had
nearly loft the quadrant and all the powder.—Some refle@tions on our fitua-
tion, and condu&t of the Indians.—Find the quadrant, and part of the
powder.—Obferve for the latitude.~—~Quadrant broke.—Refolve to return
again to the Factory. - - - Page 11
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Tranfactions from the Time the Quadrant was broken, till I arrived at
the Faétory.

Several ftrange Indians join us from the Northward.—They plunder me of all
I had; but did not plunder the Southern Indians.—My guide plundered.—
We begin our return to the Factory.—Meet with other Indians, who join

our company.=Colle¢t deer-fkins for clothing, but could not get them
dreffed.
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dreffed.—Suffer much hardfhip from the want of tents and warm clothing.—
Moft of the Indians leave us.—Meet with Matonabbee.—Some account of
him, and his behaviour to me and the Southern Indians.—We remain in his
company fome time.—His obfervations on my two unfuccefsful attempts.—
We leave him, and proceed to a place to which he direéted us, in order to
make fhow-fhoes and fledges.— Join Matonabbee again, and proceed towards
the Faftory in his company.—Ammunition runs fhort.—Myfelf and four
Indians fet off poft for the Fatory.—Much bewildered in a fnow ftorm ; my
dogisfrozen to death; we lie in a bufh of willows.—Proceed on our journey.—
Great difficulty in croffing a jumble of rocks.—Acrrive at the Fort, Page 47

oA R, 1v.

Tranfattions during our Stay at Prince of Wales’s Fort, and the former
Part of our third Expedition, till our Arrival at Clowey, where we
built Cances, in May 1771,

Preparations for our departure.—Refufe to take any of the home-guard Indians
with me.—By fo doing, I offend the Governor.—Leave the Fort a third
time.—My inftructions on this expedition.—Provifions of all kinds very
fcarce.—Arrive at the woods, where we kill fome deer.—Arrive at Ifland
Lake.~—Matonabbee taken ill.—Some remarks thereon.— Join the remainder
.of the Indians’ families.—Leave Ifland Lake.—Defcription thereof.~=Deer
plentiful.—Meet a ftrange Indian.—Alter our courfe from Weft North Weft
to Weft by South.—Crofs Cathawhachaga River, Coffed.Lake, Snow-Bird
Lake, and Pike Lake.—Arrive at a tent of ftrangers, who are employed in
{naring deer in a pound.—Defcription of a pound.~—Method of proceed-
ing.—Remarks thereon.—Proceed on our journey.—Meet with feveral
parties of Indians; by one of whom I fenta letter to the Governor at Prince
of Wales’s Fort.—Arrive at Thleweyazayeth.—Employment there.—Pro-
ceed to the North North Weft and North.—Arrive at Clowey.—One of the
Indian’s wives taken in labour.,—Remarks thereon.—Cuftoms obferved by
the Northern Indians on thofe occafions. - - - 6o

b C HADP.
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T W e o V.

Tranfactions at Clowey, and on our Fourney, till our Arrival at the

Copper-mine River.

Several ftrange Indians join us.— Indians employed in building canoes; defcrip-

tion and ufe of them.—More Indians join us, to the amount of fome hun-
dreds.—Leave Clowey.—Receive intelligence that Keelfhies was near us.—
Two young men difpatched for my letters and goods.—Arrive at Pefhew
Lake; crofs part of it, and make a large fmoke.—One of Matonabbee’s
wives elopes.—Some remarks on the natives.—Keelfhies joins us, and de-
livers my letters, but the goods were all expended.—A Northern Indian
wifhes to take one of Matonabbee’s wives from him ; matters compromifed,
but had like to have proved fatal to my progre(s.—Crofs Pefhew Lake, when
I make proper arrangements forthe remainder of my journey.—Many In-
dians join our party, in order to make war on the Efquimaux at the Copper
River.—Preparations made for that purpofe while at Clowey.—Proceed on
our journey to the North —Some remarks on the way.—Crofs Cogead Lake

on the ice.—The fun did not fet.—Arrive at Congecathawhachaga.—Find
feveral Copper Indians there.—Remarks and tranfactions during our ftay at

Congecathawhachaga.—Proceed on our journey.—Weather very bad.—Ar-
rive at the Stoney Mountains.—Some account of them.—Crofs part of Buf-
falo Lake on the ice.—Saw many mufk-oxen.—Defcription of them.—Went
with fome Indians to view Grizzle-bear Hill.— Join a ftrange Northern In-
dian Leader, called O’lye, in company with fome Copper Indians.—T heir
behaviour to me.—Arrive at the Copper-mine River. - - Page g5

PR < e R o8 VI.

Tranfaétions at the Copper-mine River, and till we joined all the Women

to the South of Cogead Lake.

Some Copper Indians join us.—Indians fend three fpies down the river.—Be-

gin my furvey.—Spies return, and give an account of five tents of Efqui-
maux.—Indians confult the beft method to fteal on them in the night, and

kill
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kill them while afleep.——Crofs the river,—Proceedings of the Indians as they
advance towards the Efquimaux tents,—The Indians begin the maflacre
while the poor Efquimaux are afleep, and flay them all.—Much affe®ed at
the fight of one young woman Kkilled clofe to my feet.—The behaviour of
the Indians on this occafion.—Their brutith treatment of the dead bodies.—
Seven more tents feen on the oppofite fide of the river.—The Indians harafs
them, till they fly toa fhoal in the river for fafety.—Behaviour of the In-
dians after killing thofe Efquimaux.—Crofs the river, and proceed to the
tents on that fide.—~Plunder their tents, and deftroy their uten(ils.—~Continue
my {urvey to the river’s mouth.—Remarks there.—Set out on my return.—
Arrive at one of the Copper-mines.—Remarks on it.—Many attempts made
to induce the Copper Indians to carry their own goods to market.—Obftacles
to it.—Villany and cruelty of Keelthies to fome of thofe poor Indians.—
Leave the Copper-mine, and walk at an amazing rate till we join the women,
by the fide of Cogead Whoie.—Much foot-foundered.—The appearance
very alarming, but foon changes for the better.—Proceed to the Southward,
and join the remainder of the women and children,—Many other Indians
arrive with them. - - - - Page 145

L H & L VIL

Remarks from the Time the Women Joined' us till our Arrival at the
Athapufcow Lake.

Several of the Indians fick.—Method ufed by the conjurers to relieve one man,
who recovers.—Matonabbee and his crew proceed to the South Wefl.—
Moft of the other Indians feparate, and go their refpeftive ways,.—Pafs by
‘White Stone Lake.—Many deer killed merely for their fkins.~~Remarks
thereon, and on the deer, refpelling feafons and places,—Arrive at Point
Lake.—One of the Indian’s wives being fick, is left behind, to perifh above-
ground.—Weather very bad, but deer plenty.—Stay fome time at Point
Lake to dry meat, &¢.—Winter fet in.—Superftitious cuftoms obferved by
my companions, after they had killed the Efquimaux at Copper River,.—
A violent gale of wind overfets my tent and breaks my quadrant. —Some
Copper and Dog-ribbed Indians join us.—Indians propofe to go to the Atha-
pufcow Country to kill moofe.—Leave Point Lake, and arrive at the wood’s
edge.—Arrive at Anawd Lake.—Tranfactions there.—Remarkable inftance
of a man being cured of the pally by the conjurers,—Leave Anawd Lake.
—Arrive at the great Athapulcow Lake. . - - 189

b a CHAP
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Tranfactions and Remarks from our Arvival ow the South Side of the

Athapufcow Lake, till our Arrival at Prince of Wales's Fort on
Churchill River.

Crofs the Athapufcow Lake.—Defcription of it and its productions, as far as.

could be difcovered in Winter, when the fhow was on the ground.—Fifl
found in the lake.~—~Defcription of the buffalo ;—of the moofe or elk, and
the method of drefling their {kins,—Find a woman alone that had not feen a
human face for more than feven months.—Her account how fhe came to be
in that fituation; and her curious method of procuring a livelihood.—Many

- of my Indians wreftled for her.—Arrive at the great Athapufcow River.—

Walk along the fide of the River for feveral days, and.then firike off to the
Eaftward.—Difficulty in getting through the woods in many places.—
Meet with fome ftrange Northern Indians on their return from the Fort.—
Meet more ftrangers, whom my companions plundered, and from whom they
took one of their young women.—Curious manner of life which thofe ftrangers.
lead, and the reafon they gave for roving fo far from their ufual refidence.——
Leave the fine level country of the Athapufcows, andarrive at the Stony Hills.
of the Northern Indian Country.—Meet fome ftrange Northern Indians,,
one of whom carried a letter for me to Prince of Wales's Fort in March one
thoufand feven hundred and feventy-one, and now gave me an anfwer to it,.
dated twentieth of June following.—-Indians begin preparing wood-work and
birch-rind for canoes.—The equinoétial gale very fevere.—Indian method of
running the moofe deer down by fpeed of foot.—Arrival at Theeleyaza.
River.—See fome ftrangers.—The brutality of my companions.—A tre-
mendous gale and fnow-drift.— Meet with more f{trangers ;—remarks on it.—
Leave all the elderly people and children, and proceed direcly to the Fort,—
Stop to build canoes, and then advance.—Several of the Indians die through-
hunger, and many others are obliged to decline the journey for want of am-
munitian.— A violent ftorm and inundation, that forced us to the top of a-
high hill, where we fuffered great diftrefs for more than two days.— Kill fe-
veral deer.—The Indians method of preferving the flefh without the affiftance
of fult.—See feveral Indians that were going to Knapp’s Bay.—~Game of all.
kinds remarkably plentiful.—Aurrive at the Fattory. - Page 247

9 CHAP
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5 - S G 2 IX.

A fhort Defeription of the Northern Indians, alfo a farther Account of
their Country, Manufaélures, Cuftoms, &ec.

An account of the perfons and tempers of the Northern Indians.==They poflefs
a great deal of art and cunning.—Are very guilty of frayd when in their
power, and generally exact more for their furrs than any other tribe of In-
dians.—Always diffatisfied, yet have their good qualities.—The men in ge-
neral jealous of their wives.—Their marriages.—Girls always betrothed
when children, and their reafons for it.—Great care and confinement of
young girls from the age of eight or nine years.—=Divorces common among
thofe people.—The women are lefs prolifi¢ than in warmer countries.—Re-
markable piece of fuperftition obferved by the womenat particular periods.—
Their art in making it an excufe for a temporary feparation from their huf-
bands on any little quarrel.—Reckoned very unclean on thofe occafions.—
The Northern Indians frequently;, for the want of firing, are obliged to eat
their meat raw.—Some through neceflity obliged to boil it in veflels made of
the rind of the birch-tree.—A remarkable difh among thofe people.—The
young animals always cut out of their dams eaten, and accounted a great
delicacy.—=The parts of generation of all animals eat by the men and boys.—
Manner of pafling their time, and method of killing deer in Summer with
bows and arrows.—Their tents, dogs, fledges, &¢c.—Snow-fhoes.—Their
partiality to domeftic vermin.—Utmoft extent of the Northern Indian
country. —Face of the country.—Species of filh.—A peculiar kind of mofs
ufeful for the fupport of man.—Northern Indian method of catching fith,
either with hooks or nets.— Ceremony obferved when two parties of thofe
people meet. — Diverlions in comimon ufe.—A. fingular diforder which
attacks fome of thofe people.—~Their fuperfticion with refpect to the death
of their friends.— Ceremony obferved on thofe occafions.—Their ideas of
the firlt inhabitants of the world.—No form of religion among them.—Re-
marks on that circumftance.—The extreme mifery to which old age is ex-
pofed.—Their opinion of the Aurora Borealis, &c.—Some account of Ma-
tonabbee, and his fervices to his country, as well as to the Hudfon’s Bay
Company_. - - - = Page 304,

e 3LA P,
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An Account of the principal Quadrupeds found in the Northern Parts of Hud-
fon’s Bay,—~—=The Buffalo, Moofe, Mufk-ox, Deer, and Beaver.——A ca-
pital Miftake cleared up refpeéting the We-was-kifh.

Animals with Canine Teeth. The Wolf—Foxes of various colours—
Lynx, or Wild Cat— Polar, or White Bear—Black Bear—Brown Bear—
Wolverene—Otter—— Jackafh—W ejack—Skunk—Pine Martin—FErmine, or
Stote,

Animals with Cutting Teeth. The Mufk Beavere—Porcupine—Va-
rying Hare—American Hare—Common Squirrel—Ground Squirrel—Mice
of various Kinds, and the Caftor Beaver.

The Pinnated Quadrupeds with fin-like Feet, found in Hudfon’s Bay,
are but three in number, viz. the Warlus, or Sea-Horfe—Seal—and Sea-
Unicorn.

The Species of Fifh found in the Salt Water of Hudfon’s Bay are alfo few in
number ; being the Black Whale—White W hale—Salmon—and Kepling.
Shell-fith, and empty Shells of feveral kinds, found on the Sea Coaft

near Churchill River.

Frogs of various fizes and colours ; alfo a great variety of Grubbs, and other
Infeéts, always found in a frozen ftate during Winter, but when expofed to
the heat of a flow fire, are foon re-animated.

An Account of fome of the principal Birds found in the Northern Parts of
Hudfon’s Bay; as well thofe that only migrate there in Summer, as thofe
that are known to brave the coldeft Winters : Eagles of various kinds ==
Hawks of various fizes and plumage—White or Snowy Owl—Gray or
mottled Owl—Cob-a-dee-cooch—Raven—Cinerious Crow—=Wood Pecker
—Ruffed Groufe—~Pheafant —Wood Partridge—Willow Partridge—Rock
Partridge —— Pigeon— Red-breafted Thruth—Grofbeak—Snow Bunting—
White-crowned Bunting—Lapland Finch, two forts—Lark—Titmoufe—
Swallow—Martin—Hopping Crane—Brown Crane— Bitron—Carlow, two
forts—Jack Snipe—Red Godwart—Plover—Black Gullemet— Northern
Diver—Black-throated Diver—Red-throated Diver—White Gull—Grey
Gull=Black-head—Pelican—Goofander—=Swans of two {pecies—=Common

Grey
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Grey Goofe—~Canada Goofe—White or Snow Goofe—Blue Goofe—Horned
Wavy=—Laughing Goofe—Barren Goofe—Brent Goofe—~Dunter Goofe—
Bean Goofe.

The fpecies of Water-Fowl ufually called Duck, that refort to thofe Parts
annually, are in great variety ; but thofe that are moft efteemed are, the
Mallard Duck—Long-tailed Duck—Wigeon—and Teal.

Of the Vegetable Productions as far North as Churchill River, particularly the
moft ufeful ; fuch as the Berry-bearing Bulhes, &¢c.——Goofeberry—~Cran-
berry—Heathberry—Dewater-berry—Black Currans— Juniper-berry—Par-
tridge-berry—Strawberry—Eye-berry——Blue-berry—and a {mall fpecies of
Hips.

Burridge, Coltsfoot="Sorrel—Dandelion.

Wifh-a-capucca—J ackafhey-puck—Mofs of various forts=—Grafs of fe-
veral kinds—and Vetches.

The Trees found fo far North near the Sea, confift only of Pines— Juni-
per—Small Poplar-—Buﬂl-wi]lows—and Creeping Birch, -  Page 358
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INTRODUCTI1ION.

Jor many ycars it was the opinion of all ranks of

people, that the Hudfon’s Bay Company were averfe to
making difcoveries of every kind; and being content
with the profits of their fmall capital, as it was then
called, did not want to increafe their trade. =~ What
might have been the ideas of former members of the Com-
pany refpeéting the firft part of thefe charges I cannot fay,
but I am well affured that they, as well as the prefent
members, have always been ready to embrace every plau-
fible plan for extending the trade. Asa proof of this
aflertion, I need only mention the vaft fums of money
which they have expended at different times in endeavour-
ing to eftablith fitheries, though without fuccefs: and
the following Journey, together with the various attempts
made by Bean, Chriftopher, Johnfton, and Duncan, to
find a North Weft paffage, are recent proofs that the pre-
fent members are as defirous of making difcoveries, as they
are of extending their trade.

That air of myftery, and affectation of {ecrecy, perhaps,
which formerly attended {fome of the Company’s proceed-
ings in the Bay, might give rife to thofe conjectures; and,

the unfounded affertions and unjuft afperfions of Dobbs,
C Ellis,
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Ellis, Robfon, Dragge, and the American Traveller, the
only Authors that have written on Hudfon’s Bay, and who
have all, from motives of intereft or revenge, taken a
particular pleafure in arraigning the condué of the Com-
pany, without having any real knowledge of their pro-
ceedings, or any experience in their fervice, on which to
found their charges, muft have contributed to confirm the
public in that opinion. Moft of thofe Writers, however,
advance fuch notorious abfurdities, that none except thofe
who are already prejudiced againft the Company can give
them credit *,

Robfon, from his fix years refidence in Hudfon’s Bay and
in the Company’s fervice, might naturally have been fup-

pofed to know fomething of the climate and {oil immediately
round the Fa&ories at which he refided ; but the whole of

_his book is evidently written with prejudice, and diQated

"by a {pirit of revenge, becaufe his romantic and incon-
fiftent {chemes were rejected by the Company. Befides,
it is well known that Robfon was no more than a tool in

the hand of Mr. Dobbs.

The American Traveller, though a more elegant writer,
has ftill lefs claim to our indulgence, as his affertions are

* Since the above was written, a Mr. Umfreville has publithed an account
of Hudfon’s Bay, with the fame ill-nature as the former Authors; and for no
other reafon than that of being difappointed in fucceeding to a command in
the Bay, though there was no vacancy for him.

a greater
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a greater tax on our credulity, His faying that he dif-
covered feveral large lumps of the fineft virgin copper *, is
fuch a palpable falfehood that it needs no refutation. No
man, either Englith or Indian, ever found a bit of copper
in that country to the South of the feventy-firft degree of
latitude, unlefs it had been accidentally dropped by fome
of the far Northern Indians in their way to the Com-
pany’s Faltory.

The natives who range over, rather than inhabit, the
large track of land which lies to the North of Churchill
River, having repeatedly brought famples of copper to the
Company’s Fatory, many of our people conjeétured that
it was found not far from our fettlements; and as the In-
dians informed them that the mines were not very diftang
from a large river, it was generally fuppofed that this river
muft empty itfelf into Hudfon’s Bay; as they could by
no means think that any fet of people, however wander-
ing their manner of life might be, could ever traverfe fo
large a track of country as to pafs the Northern boundary
of that Bay, and particularly without the afliftance of
water-carriage. The following Journal, however, will
fhew how much thofe people have been miftaken, and
prove alfo the improbability of putting their favourite
{cheme of mining into pradice.

* American Traveller, page 23.

¢ 2 The
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The accounts of this grand River, which fome have
turned into a Strait, together with the famples of copper,
were brought to the Company’s Faétory at Churchill River
immediately after its firft eftablithment, in the year one
thoufand feven hundred and fifteen ; and it does not ap-
pear that any attempts were made to difcover either the
river or mines till the year one thoufand feven hundred and
nineteen, when the Company fitted out a fhip, called the
Albany Frigate, Captain George Barlow *, and a {loop,

called

* Captain Barlow was Governor at Albany Fort when the French went
over land from Canada to befiege it in 1704. The Canadians and their In-
dian guides lurked in the neighbourhood of Albany for feveral days before
they made the attack, and killed many of the cattle that were grazing in the
marfhes. A faithful Home-Indian, who was on a hunting excurfion, difco-
vering thofe ftrangers, and fuppofing them to be enemies, immediately returned
to the Fort, and informed the Governor of the circumftance, who gave little
credit to it. However, every meafure was taken for the defence of the Fort,
and orders were given to the Mafter of a floop that lay at fome diftance, to
come to the Fort with all poffible expedition on hearing a gun fired.

Accordingly, in the middle of the night, or rather in the morning, the
French came before the Fort, marched up to the gate, and demanded en-
trance. Mr. Barlow, who was then on the watch, told them, that the Governor
was afleep, but he would get the keys immediately. The French hearing this,
expeted no oppofition, and flocked up to the gate as clofe as they could ftand,
Barlow took the advantage of this opportunity, and inftead of opening the
gate, only opened two port holes, where two fix-pounders ftood loaded with
grape fhot, which were inftantly fired. This difcharge killed great numbers of
the French, and among them the Commander, who was an-Irifhman.

Such an unexpected reception made the remainder retire with great preci-
pitation ; and the Matfter of the floop hearing the guns, made the beft of his

way
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called the Difcovery, Captain David Vaughan. The fole
command of this expedition, however, was given to Mr.
James Knight, a man of great experience in the Com-
pany’s fervice, who had been many years Governor at
the different Fa@ories in the Bay, and who had made
the firft fettlement at Churchill River. Notwithftanding
the experience Mr. Knight might have had of the Com-
pany’s bufinefs, and his knowledge of thofe parts of the
Bay where he had refided, it cannot be f{uppofed he
was well acquainted with the nature of the bufinefs in

which he then engaged, having nothing to dire& him but
the flender and imperfe& accounts which he had received
from the Indians, who at that time were little known,

and lefs underftood.

way up to the Fort; but fome of the French who lay concealed under the
banks of the river killed him, and all the boat’s crew.

The French retired from this place with relucance ; for fome of them were
heard fhooting in the neighbourhood of the Fort ten days after they were

repulfed ; and one man in particular walked up and down the platform ]cading-

from the gate of the Fort to the Launch for a whole day. Mor. Fullarton,
who was then Governor at Albany, fpoke to him in French, and offered him
kind quarters if he chofe to accept them; but to thofe propofals he made
no reply, and only (hook his head. Mr. Fullarton then told him, that unlefs
he would refign himfelf up as a prifoner, he would molt affuredly thoot him;
on which the man advanced nearer the Fort, and Mr. Fullarton fhot him our
of his chamber window. Perhaps the hardfhips this poor man expected to
encounter in his return to Canada, made him prefer death; but his refuling to
receive quarter from fo humane and generous an enemy as the Englifh, is
aftonifhing. : :

| * Thofe

XXv
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Thofe difadvantages, added to his advanced age, he
being then near eighty, by no means difcouraged this bold
adventurer ; who was fo prepoflefled of his {uccefs, and
of the great advantage that would arife from his difco-
veries, that he procured, and took with him, fome large
iron-bound chefts, to hold gold duft and other valuables,
which he fondly flattered himfelf were to be found in
thofe parts.

The firft paragraph of the Company’s Orders to Mr,
Knight on this occafion appears to be as follows:

¢ Zo Captain James KNIGHT.

“SIR, _ 4th June, 1710,

¢« From the experience we have had of your abilities

« in the management of our aftairs, we have, upon your
< application to us, fitted out the Albany frigate, Captain
¢« George Barlow, and the Difcovery, Captain David
¢« Vaughan Commander, upon a difcovery to the North-

- ¢ ward ; and to that end have given you power and au-

¢ thority to act and do all things rclating to the faid
¢ yoyage, the navigation of the faid fhip and {loop only
< excepted ; and have given orders and inftru&ions to our
¢ faid Commanders for that purpofe,

¢ You are, with the firft opportunity of wind and
¢ weather, to depart from Gravefend on your intended

‘‘ voyage,
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& voyage, and by God’s permiffion, to find out the Straits
¢ of Anian, in order to difcover gold and other valuable
¢ commodities to the Northward, &¢c. &°c.”

Mr, Knight foon left Gravefend, and proceeded on his
voyage ; but the thip not returning to England that year, as
was expedted, it was judged that fhe had wintered in Hud-
fon’s Bay; and having on boarda good ftock of provifions, a
houfe in frame, together with all neceflary mechanics, and
a great affortment of trading goods, little or no thoughts
were entertained of their not being in fafety: but as

neither fhip nor floop returned to England in the follow-
ing year, (one thoufand feven hundred and twenty,) the

Company were much alarmed for their welfare; and, by
their {hip which went to Churchill in the year one thoufand
feven hundred and twenty-one, they fent orders for a
floop called the Whale-Bone, John Scroggs Mafter, to go
in fearch of them; but the fhip not arriving in Churchill
till late in the year, thofe orders could not be put in exe-

cution till the Summer following (one thoufand feven hun-
dred and twenty-two).

The North Weft coaft of Hudfon’s Bay being little
known in thofe days, and Mr. Scroggs finding himfelf
greatly embarrafled with fhoals and rocks, returned to
Prince of Wales’s Fort without making any certain difco-
very refpe@ing the above fhip or floop 3 for all the marks
he faw among the Efquimaux at Whale Cove fcarcely

5 amounted

XXVl



XX Vil

INTRODUCTION.

amounted to the {poils which might have been made from
a trifling accident, and confequently could not be con-
fidered as figns of a total fhipwreck.

The ftrong opinion which then prevailed in Europe re-
{fpecting the probability of a North Weft paflage by the
way of Hudfon’s Bay, made many conje&ure that Mefirs.
Knight and Barlow had found that paflage, and had gone
through it into the South Sea, by the way of Cali-
fornia. Many years elapfed without any other convincing
proof occurring to the contrary, except that Middleton,
Ellis, Bean, Chriftopher, and Johnfton, had not been able
to find any fuch paflage. And notwithftanding a {loop
was annually fent to the Northward on difcovery, and to
trade with the Efquimaux, it was the Summer of one
thoufand feven hundred and fixty-feven, before we had
pofitive proofs that poor Mr. Knight and Captain Barlow

had been loft in Hudfon’s Bay.

The Company were now carrying on a black whale
fithery, and Marble Ifland was made the place of rendez-
vous, not only on account of the commodioufnefs of the
harbour, but becaufe it had been obferved that the whales
were more plentiful about that ifland than on any
other part of the coaft. This being the cafe, the boats,
when on the look-out for fith, had frequent occafion to
row clofe to the ifland, by which means they difcovered
a new harbour near the Eaft end of it, at the head

of
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of which they found guns, anchors, cables, bricks, a
{mith’s anvil, and many other articles, which the hand of
time had not defaced, and which being of no ufe to
the natives, or too heavy to be removed by them, had not
been taken from the place in which they were originally
laid. The remains of the houfe, though pulled to picces
by the Efquimaux for the wood and iron, are yet very plain
to be feen, as alfo the hulls, or more properly fpeaking, the
bottoms of the thip and floop, which lic funk in about
five fathoms water, toward the head of the harbour.
The figure-head of the fhip, and alfo the guns, &¢c. were

fent home to the Company, and are certain proofs that
Meflrs. Knight and Barlow had been loft on that inhofpi-

table ifland, where neither ftick nor ftump was to be feen,
and which lies near fixteen miles from the main land.
Indeed the main s little better, being a jumble of barren
hills and rocks, deftitute of every kind of herbage except
mofs and grafs; and at that part, the woods are feveral
hundreds of miles from the fea-fide.

In the Summer of one thoufand feven hundred and
fixty-nine, while we were profecuting the fifhery, we faw
feveral Efquimaux at this new harbour; and perceiving
that one or two of them were greatly advanced in years,
our curiofity was excited to afk them fome queftions con-
cerning the above thip and floop, which we were the better

‘enabled to do by the affiftance of an Efquimaux, who
was then in the Company’s fervice as a linguift, and an-
nually failed in one of their veffels in that characer. The

d account
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account which we received from them was full, clear,
and unreferved, and the fum of it was to the following
purport :

When the veflels arrived at this place (Marble Ifland)

‘it was very late in the Fall, and in getting them into the

harbour, the largeft received much damage; but on being
fairly in, the Englifh began to build the houfe, their num-
ber at that time {feeming to-be about fifty.  As foon as the
ice permitted, in the following Summer, (one thoufand
feven hundred and twenty,) the E{fquimaux paid them ano-
ther vifit, by which time the number of the Englith was
greatly reduced, and thofe that were living feemed very
unhealthy., According to the account given by the E{qui-

maux they were then very bufily employed, but about
what they could not eafily defcribe, probably in length-

ening the long-boat ; for at a little diftance from the houfe
there is now lying a great quantity of oak chips, which
have been moft affuredly made by carpenters.

Sicknefs and famine occafioned fuch havock among the
Englith, that by the fetting in of the fecond Winter their
number was reduced to twenty. That Winter (one thou-
fand feven hundred and twenty) fome of the Efquimaux
took up their abode on the oppofite fide of the harbour

to that on which the Englifh had built their houfes *, and
! frequently

* T have feen the remains of thofe houfes feveral times; they are on the
‘Weft fide of the harbour, and in all probability will be difcernible for many years

to come,
At
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frequently fupplied them with fuch provifions as they
had, which chiefly confifted of whale’s blubber and feal’s
fleth and train oil. When the Spring advanced, the Ef-
quimaux went to the continent, and on their vifiting
Marble Ifland again, in the Summer of one thoufand {even
hundred and twenty-one, they only found five of the
Englifh alive, and thofe were in fuch diftrefs for pro-
vifions that they eagerly cat the feal’s flefh and whale’s
blubber quite raw, as they purchafed it from the natives.
This difordered them fo much, that three of them died in
a few days, and the other two, though very weak, made
a fhift to bury them.  Thofe two furvived many days after
the reft, and frequently went to the top of an adjacent rock,
and earneftly looked to the South and Eaft, as if in expe@ta-
tion of fome veflels coming to their relief.  After continu-
ing there a confiderable time together, and nothing ap-
pearing in fight, they fat down clofe together, and wept
bitterly. At length one of the two died, and the other’s
ftrength was fo far exhaufted, that he fell down and died

alfo, in attempting to dig a grave for his companion. The

Itis rather furprifing, that neither Middleton, Ellis, Chriftopher, Johnfton,
nor Garbet, who have all of them been at Marble Ifland, and fome of them
often, ever difcovered this harbour; particularly the laft-mentioned gentleman,
who actually failed quite round the ifland in a very fine pleafant day in the Sum-
mer of 1766. But this difcovery was referved for a Mr. Jofeph Stephens! a
man of the lealt merit I ever knew, though he then had the command of a
veflel called the Succefs, employed in the whale-fithery ; and in the year 1769,
had the command of the Charlotte given to him, a fine brig of one hundred
tons; when I was his mate, -

d 2 : fculls
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fculls and other large bones of thofe two men are now
lying above-ground clofe to the houfe. The longeft liver
was, according to the Efquimaux account, always employed
in working of iron into implements for them; probably
he was the armourer, or {mith.

Some Northern Indians who came to trade at Prince
of Wales’s Fort in the Spring of the year one thoufand
feven hundred and fixty-eight, brought farther accounts
of the grand river, as it was called, and alfo feveral picees
of copper, as famples of the produce of the mine near
it; which determined Mr. Norton, who was then Go-
vernor at Churchill, to reprefent it to the Company as an
affair worthy of their attention ; and as he went that year
to England, he had an opportunity of laying all the in-
formation he had received before the Board, with his opi-
nion thereon, and the plan which he thought moft likely
to fucceed in the difcovery of thofe mines. In confe-
quence of Mr. Norton’s reprefentations, the Committee re-
folved to fend an intelligent perfon by land to obferve
the longitude and latitude of the river’s mouth, to make
a chart of the country he might walk through, with fuch
remarks as occurred to him during the Journey ; when I
was pitched on as a proper perfon to condué the expe-
dition. By the fhip that went to Churchill in the Sum-
mer of one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-nine, the
Company fent out fome aftronomical inftruments, very

portable, and fit for fuch obfervations as they required me .
to
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to make, and at the fame time requefted me to undertake

the Journey, promifing to allow me at my return, a gra-
tuity proportionable to the trouble and fatigue I might

undergo in the expedition *.

I did

* The conditions offered me on this occafion cannot be better exprefled

than in the Company’s own words, which I have tranfcribed from their private
letter to me, dated 25th May 1769.
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“ From the good opifiion we entertain of you, and’ Mr, Norton’s recoms
mendation, we have agreed to raife your wages to £ per annum for
two years, and have placed you in our Council at Prinee of Wales’s Fort ;
and we fhould have been ready to advance you to the command.of the

Charlotte, accog-ding to your requeft, if a matter of more immediate confc-
quence had not intervened.

¢« Mr. Norton has propofed an inland Journey, far to the North of Church-
ill, to promote an extenfion of our trade, as well as for the difcovery of
a North Weft Paflage, Copper Mines, &c.; and as an undertaking of this
nature requires. the attention of a perfon capable of taking an obfervation
for determining the longitude and latirude, and alfo diftances, and the courfe
of rivers and their depths, we have fixed upon you (efpecially as it is re-
prefented to us to be your own inclination) to conduét this Journey, with.
proper affiftants.

“ We therefore hope you will fecond our expettations in readily perform-
ing this fervice, and upon your return we fhall willingly make you any ac-
knowledgment fuitable to your trouble therein.

“ We highly approve of your going in the Speedwell, to afiift on the whale-
fithery laft year, and heartily wifh you health and fuccefs in the prefent ex-
pedition,

We remain your loving Friends,

“ Bisve Lake, Dep. Gov. “ James WinTER LakE,
“ Joun AnTHONY MIRLE, ¢« HermaN Berewns.
“ RoperT MERRY, ¢« JosepH SPURREL.
¢ SamueL WEGG, ¢ James Frrz Gerarp.”

The
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T did not hefitate to comply with the requeft of the
Company, and in the November following, when fome
Northern Indians came to trade, Mr. Norton, who was then
returned to the command of Prince of Wales’s Fort, en-
gaged fuch of them for my guides as he thought were moft
likely to anfwer the purpofe ; but none of them had been
at this grand river. I was fitted out with every thing
thought neceffary, and with ammunition to ferve two
years. I was to be accompanied by two of the Company’s
fervants, two of the Home-guard * (Southern) Indians,

The Company had no fooner perufed my Journals and Charts, than they
ordered a handfome fum to be placed to the credit of my account; and in the
two firft paragraphs of their letter to me, dated 12th May 1773, they ex-
prefs themfelves in the following words :

« Mr. SAMUEL HEARNE,

“«SiIR,
“ Your letter of the 28th Auguft laft gave us the agreeable pleafure to hear
 of your fafe return to our Fattory. Your Journal, and the two charts you
“ fent, fufficiently convinces us of your very judicious remarks.

¢« We have maturely confidered your great afliduity in the various acci-
¢ dents which occurred in your feveral Journies. We hereby return you our
¢ grateful thanks; and to manifeft our obligation we have confented to allow
‘“ you a gratuity of £ for thofe fervices.”

<As a farther proof of the Company’s being perfectly fatisfied with my con-
duét while on that Journey, the Committee unanimoufly appointed me Chief
of Prince of Wales’s Fort in the Summer of 1775 ; and Mr. Bibye Lake, who
was then Governor, and feveral others of the Committee, honoured me with
a regular correfpondence as long as they lived.

* By the Home-guard Indians we are to underftand certain of the natives
who are immediately employed under the proteétion’of the Company’s fervants,
refide on the plantation, and are employed in hunting for the Factory.

8 and
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and a fufficient number of Northern Indians to carry
and haul my baggage, provide for me, &, But for the
better ftating this arrangement, it will not be improper to
infert my Inftruétions, which, with fome occafional re-
marks thereon, will throw much light on the following
Journal, and be the beft method of proving how far thofe
orders have been complied with, as well as fthew my rea-

fons for neglecting fome parts as unneceflary, and the im-
-poflibility of putting other parts of them in execution.

6

(2

(49
(14
C
(19

¢

-~

(14

¢“ ORDERS ag7d INSTRUCTIONS jor Mr.

¢ Samurr Hrarwe, going on an Expedition by

“ Land towards the Latitude 70> North, in

“ order to gain a Knowledge of. the Northern
“ Indians Country, &c. on Bebalf of the Ho-

nourable Hudfow's Bay Company, in the Year
“ 1760,

4

-

Mpr. Samuer Hearne,

S e
“ Wuereas the Honourable Hudfon’s Bay Company

,‘have been informed, by the report from Indians, that
tc

there is a great probability of confiderable advan-
tages to be expected from a better knowledge of their
country by us, than what hitherto has been obtained;

and as it is the Company’s earneft defire to embrace:

every circumftance that may tend to the benefit of the

faid Company, or the Nation at large, they have re-_

quefted you to condué this Expedition; and as you
. ¢ have
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have readily confented to undertake the prefent Journey,
you are hereby defired to proceed as foon as poffible,
with William Ifbefter failor, and Thomas Merriman
landfman, as companions, they both being willing to
accompany you; alfo two of the Home-guard Southern
Indians, who are to attend and aflift you during the
Journey ; and Captain Chawchinahaw, his Lieutenant
Nabyah, and fix or eight of the beft Northern Indians
we can procure, with a fmall part of their families, are
to condué& you, provide for you, and affift you and
your companions in every thing that lays in their power,
having particular orders fo to do.

¢“ 2dly, Whereas you and your companions are well
fitted-out with every thing we think neceflary, as alfo

a fample of light trading goods ; thefe you are to dif-
pole of by way of prefents (and not by way of trade)

to fuch far-off Indians as you may meet with, and to
{fmoke your Calimut * of Peace with their leaders, in
order to eftablifh a friendfhip with them. You are alfo
to perfuade them as much as poffible from going to war
with each other, to encourage them to exert themfelves
in procuring furrs and other articles for trade, and to
affure them of good payment for them at the Com-
pany’s Fa&ory.

¢ It is fincerely recommended to you and your compa-~
nions to treat the natives with civility, fo as not to give

* The Calimut is a long ornamented ftem of a pipe, much in ufe among all

the tribes.of Indians who know the ufe of tobacco. It is particularly ufed in

all cafes of ceremony, either in making war or peace; at all public entertain-
sients, orations, &c.

“ them
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¢ them any room for complaint or difguft, as they have
¢ firict orders not to give you the leaft offence, but are to
¢ 2id and affift you in any matter you may requeft of them
¢ for the benefit of the undertaking,

¢ If any Indians you may meet, that are coming to the
¢ Fort, thould be willing to truft you with either food or
¢ clothing, make your agreement for thofe commodities,
¢ and by them fend me a letter, {pecifying the quantity
“ of each article, and they fhall be paid according to
‘¢ your agreement. And, according to the Company’s or-
‘¢ ders, you are to correfpond with me, or the Chief at
¢ Prince of Wales’s Fort for the time being, atall oppor-
 tunities: And as you have mathematical inftruments
“ with you, you are to fend me, or the Chief for the
““ time being, an account of what latitude and longitude
you may be in at fuch and fuch periods, together with
the heads of your proceedings; which accounts are to be
remitted to the Company by the return of their fhips *.

149
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¢« 3dly, The Indians who are now appointed your
guides, are to condué you to the borders of the Atha-~
pufcow + Indians country, where Captain Matonabbee

41

(13

* No convenient opportunity offered during my laft Journey, except one,
on the 22d March 1771; and as nothing material had happened during that
part of my Journey, I thought there was not any neceflity for fending an ex-
tract of my Journal; 1 therefore only fent a Letter to the Governor, informing
him of my fituation with refpeét to latitude and longitude, and fome account
of the ufage which I received from the natives, &c.

+ By miftake in my former Journzal and Draft called Arathapefcow.
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INTRODUCTION,

is to meet you* in the Spring of one thoufand feven
hundred and feventy, in order to condué you to a river
reprefented by the Indians to abound with copper ore,
animals of the furr kind, &%. and which is faid to be
{o far to the Northward, that in the middle of the

Summer the Sun does not fet, and is fuppofed by the
Indians to empty itfelf into fome ocean. This river,
which is called by the Northern Indians Neetha-fan-
fan-dazey, or the Far Off Metal River, you are, if
poflible, to trace to the mouth, and there determine
the latitude and longitude as near as you canj; but
more particularly fo if you find it navigable, and that
a fettlement can be made there with any degree of

fafety, or benefit to the Company.

¢¢ Be careful to obferve what mines are near the river,
what water there is at the river’s mouth, how far the
woods are from the fea-fide, the courfe of the river,
the nature of the foil, and the produ&ions of it; and
make any other remarks that you may think will be
either neceflary or fatisfactory. And if the faid river
be likely to be of any utility, take pofleffion of it on
behalf of the Hudfon’s Bay Company, by cutting your

* This was barely probable, as Matonabbee at that time had not any in-

formation of this Journey being fet on foot, much lefs had he received orders
to join me at the place and time here appointed ; and had we accidentally met,
he would by no means have undertaken the Journey without firft going to the
Factory, and there making his agreement with the Governor; for no Indian is
fond of performing any particular fervice for the Englith, without firft knowing
what is to be his reward. At the fame time, had I taken that rout on my out-
fet, it would have carried me fome hundreds of miles out of my road. See
my Track on the Map in the Winter 1770, and the Spring 1771.

¢ name
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¢ pname on fome of the rocks, as alfo the date of the
¢ year, month, &c. *

¢ When you attefnpt to trace this or any other river,
¢ be careful that the Indians are furnifthed with a fufficient
¢ number of canoes for trying the depth of water, the
¢ ftrength of the current, &¢. If by any unforefeen
*¢ accident or difafter you fhould not be able to reach the
‘¢ before-mentioned river, it is earneftly recommended to
¢ you, if poflible, to know the event of Wager Strait +;
““¢ for it is reprefented by the laft difcoverers to terminate
in fmall rivers and lakes. See how far the woods are
from the navigable parts of it; and whether a fettle-
““ ment could with any propriety be made there. If this
¢ fhould prove unworthy of notice, you are to take the
« fame method with Baker’s Lake, which is the head of

€¢

L9 4

* T was not provided with inftruments for cutting on ftone ; but for form-
fake, I cut my name, date of the year, &c. on a piece of board that had
been one of the Indian’s targets, and placed it in a heap of ftones on a fnall
eminence near the entrance of the river, on the South fide.

t There is certainly no. harm in making out all Inftructions in the fulleft
manner, yet it muft be allowed that thofe two parts might have been omitted
with great propriety; for as neither Middleton, Ellis, nor Chriftopher were
able to penetrate far enough up thofe inlets to difcover any kind of herbage

- except mofs and grafs, much lefs woods, it was not likely thofe parts were {o
materially altered for the better fince their times, as to make it worth my
while to attempt a farther difcovery of them; and efpecially as I had an op-
portunity, during my fecond Journey, of proving that the woods do not reach
the fea-coaft by fome hundreds of miles in the parallel of Chefterfield’s Inlet.
And as the edge of the woods to the Northward always tends to the Weftward,
the diftance muft be greatly increafed in the latitude of Wager Strait. Thofe
parts have long fince been vifited by the Company’s fervants, and are within

- the known limits of their Charter; confequently require no other form of

pofieflion,

c 2 ¢ Bowden’s

XXX1X
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¢« Bowden’s or Chefterfield’s Inlet*; as alfo with any
¢ other rivers you may meet with ; and if likely to be of
“ any utility, you are to take poffeffion of them, as be-
¢¢ fore mentioned, on the behalf of the Honourable Hud-
¢ fon’s Bay Company. The draft of Bowden’s Inlet and
¢« Wager Strait I fend with you, that you may have a better
¢ idea of thofe places, in cafe of your vifiting them,

¢ 4thly, Another material point which is recommended
¢ to you, is to find out, if you can, either by your own
¢ travels, or by information from the Indians, whether
¢ there is a paflage through this continent +. It will be

* See the preceding Note.
+ The Continent of America is' much wider than many people imagine,
particularly Robfon, who thought that the Pacific Ocean was but a few days

journey from the Weft coaft of Hudfon’s Bay. This, however, is {o far from
being the cafe, that when T was at my greateft Weftern diftance, upward of

five hundred miles from Prince of Wales’s Fort, the natives, my guides,
well knew that many tribes of Indians lay to the Weft of us, and they knew
no end to the land in that direction; nor have I met with any Indians, either
Northern or Southern, that ever had feen the fea to the Weftward. It is,
indeed, well known to the intelligent and well-informed part of the Com-
pany’s fervants, that an extenfive and numerous tribe of Indians, called
E-arch-e-thinnews, whofe country lies far Weft of any of the Company’s or
Canadian fettlements, muft have traffic with the Spaniards on the Weft fide of
the Continent; becaufe fome of the Indians who formerly traded to York Fort,
when at war with thofe people, frequently found faddles, bridles, mufkets,
and many other articles, in their pofleflion, which were undoubtedly of Spanifh
manufactory.

I have feen feveral Indians who have been fo far Welt as to crofs the top of
that immenfe chain of mountains which run from North to South of the con-
tinent of America. Beyond thofe mountains all rivers run to the Weftward.
1 muft here obferve, that all the Indians I ever heard relate their excurfions in
that country, had invariably got fo far to the South, that they did not experi-
ence any Winter, nor the leaft appearance of either froft or fhow, though
fometimes they have been ablent eighteen months, or two years.

. very
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INTRODUCTION.

very ufeful to clear up this point, if poffible, in order to
prevent farther doubts from arifing hereafter refpecting
a paflage out of Hudfon’s Bay * into the Weftern Ocean,
as hath lately been reprefented by the American Tra-
veller. The particulars of thofe remarks you are to
infert in your Journal, to be remitted home to the
Company.

¢ If you fhould want any fupplies of ammunition, or
other neceffaries, difpatch fome trufty Indians to the
Fort with a letter, {pecifying the quantity of each

article, and appointa place for the faid Indians to meet
you again.

“ When on your return, if at a proper time of the
year, and you fhould be ncar any of the harbours that
are frequented by the brigantine Charlotte, or the {loop
Churchill, during their voyage to the Northward, and
you fhould chufe to return in one of them, you arc de-
fired to make frequent fmokes as you approach thofe
harbours, and they will endeavour to receive you by
making {mokes in anfwer to yours; and as one thou-
fand feven hundred and feventy-one will probably be the
year in which you will return, theMafters of thofe veflcls
at that period fhall have particular orders on that head.

* As to a paflage through the continent of America by the way of Hudfon’s

Bay, it has fo long been exploded, notwithftanding what Mr. Ellis has urged
in its favour, and the place it has found in the vifionary Map of the American
Traveller, that any comment on it would be quite unneceffary. My laticude
only will be a fufficient proof that no fuch paffage is in exiftence.

11 It
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¢ It will be pleafing to hear by the firft opportunity, in
¢ what latitude and longitude you meet the Leader Ma-

¢ tonabbee, and how far he thinks it is to the Copper-

¢ mine River, as alfo the probable time it may take be-

¢ fore you can return. But in cafe any thing fhould pre-

« yent the faid Leader from joining you, according to

¢« expe&ation, you are then to procure the beft Indians
““ you can for your guides, and either add to, or diminifh,
your number, as you may from time to time think moft
neceflary for the good of the expedition.

141

(41

“ 8o I conclude, wifhing you and your companions
a continuance of health, together with’a profperous
Journey, and a happy return in fafety. Amen.

“ MOSES NORTON, Governor.

« Dated at Prince of Wales’s Fort, Churchill
“ River, Hudfon’s Bay, North America,
“ November 6th, 1769.”

€c

(44

Ifbefter and Merriman, mentioned in my Inftrucions,
acually accompanied me during my firft fhort attempt ;

‘but the Indians knowing them to be but common men,
‘ufed them fo indifferently, particularly in fcarce times,

that I was under fome apprehenfions of their being ftarved
to death, and I thought myfelf exceedingly happy when I
got them fafe back to the Factory. This extraordinary
behaviour of the Indians made me determine not to take

any Europeans with me on my two laft expeditions.

With
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With regard to that part of my Inftructions which di-
re@s me to obferve the nature of the {oil, the produéions
thereof, &¢c. it muft be obferved, that during the whole
time of my abfence from the Fort, I was invariably con-
fined to ftony hills and barren plains all the Summer, and
before we approached the woods in the Fall of the year,
the ground was always covered with fnow to a confiderable
depth ; fo that I never had an opportunity of fecing any
" of the fmall plants and fhrubs to the Weftward. But

from appearances, and the flow and dwarfy growth of the’

woods, &c. (except in the Athapufcow country,) there is

undoubtedly a greater fcarcity of vegetable produ&ions

than at the Company’s moft Northern Settlement ; and to
the Eaftward of the woods, on the barren grounds, whe-
ther hills or vallies, there is a total want of herbage, ex-
cept mofs, on which the deer feed 5 a few dwarf willows

creep among the mofs ; fome wifh-a-capucca and a little

grafs may be feen here and there, but the latter is fearcely
fufficient to ferve the geefc and other birds of paffage

during their thort ftay in thofe parts, though they are al-

ways in a ftate of migration, except when they are breeding
and in a moulting flate.

&

In confequence of my complying with the Company’s:

requeft, and undertaking this Journey, it is natural to fup-
pofc that every neceffary arrangement was made for the
eafier keeping of my reckoning,, &c. under the many in-
eonveniencies I muft be unavoidably obliged to labour
in fuch an expedition. I drew a Map on ‘a large fkin
of parchment, that contained twelve degress of latitude

5 ‘ North,,

xliid
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North, and thirty degrees of longitude Weft, of Churchill
Fa&ory, and fketched all the Weft coaft of the Bay on it,
but left the interior parts blank, to be filled up during my
Journey. I alfo prepared detached pieces on a much larger
fcale for every degree of latitude and longitude contained
in the large Map. On thofe detached pieces I pricked off
my daily courfes and diftance, and entercd all lakes and
rivers, &c. that I met with; endeavouring, by a firi&
enquiry of the natives, to find out the communication of
one river with another, as alfo their conne&ions with the
many lakes with which that country abounds: and when
opportunity offered, having corrected them by obferva-
tions, Ientered them in the general Map. Thefe and fe-
veral other neceffary preparations, for the caficr, readier,

and more correétly keeping my Journal and Chart, were
alfo adopted ; but as to myfelf, little was required to be

done, as the nature of travelling long journies in thofe
countries will never admit of carrying even the moft com-
mon article of clothing ; fo that the traveller is obliged
to depend on the country he pafles through, for that article,
as well as for provifions. Ammunition, ufeful iron-work,
fome tobacco, a few knives, and other indifpenfable ar-
ticles, make a fufficient load for any one to carry that is
going a journey likely to laft twenty months, or two years,
As that was the cafe, I only took the fhirt and clothes I
then had on, one fpare coat, a pair of drawers, and as
much cloth as would make me two or three pair of Indian
ftockings, which, together with a blanket for bedding,
compofed the whole of my ftock of clothing.

A JOUR-
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Tranfactions from my leaving Prince of Wales’s Fort on
my firft expedition, till our arrival there again.
Set off from the Fort.—Adrrive at Po-co-rec-kif-co River =—QOne of the
Northern Indians defert.~Crofs Seal River, and walk on- the barren
rounds.—Receive wrong information concerning the diflance of the
awoods.~IWeather begins to be very cold, provifions all expended, and
nathing to be got.—~Strike to the Weflward, arrive at the woods, and
kill three deer.—Set forward in the North Wefl quarter, fee the tracks
of mufk-oxen and deer, but killed nowe~Very [hort of provifions.—-
Chawchinabaw wants us to return~Neither be nor bis crewwo con-
&ibute to our maintenance.~IHe influences feveral of the Indians to
defert~—Chawchinabaw and all his crew leave us—Begin our return
to the factory; kill a few partridges, the firft meal we bad bad for
Several days~Villany of one of the bome Indians and bis wife, wha
awas a Northern Indian woman.—Arrive al Seal River, kill two deer ;
partridges plenty—Meet a_flrange Northern Indian,® accompany’ bin:
to bis tent, ufage received there; my Indians affil in J{’iﬂif{g Sfome
beaver—DProceed toward bhome, and arrive at the Fort.

AVING made every neceffary arrangement for my de-
H 1 parture on the fixth of November, I took leave of the
Governor, and my other friends, at Prince of Wales’s Fort,

and began my journey, under the falute of feven cannon.
B The

e e |
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The weather at that time being very mild, made it but
indifferent hauling*, and all my crew being heavy laden,

occafioned us to make but fhort days journeys; how-
ever, on the eighth, we croffed the North branch of

Po-co-ree-kif-co River, and that night put up in a {fmall
tuft of woods, which is between it and Seal River. In
the night, one of the Northern Indians deferted ; and as
all the reft of my crew were heavy laden, I was under
the neceflity of hauling the {ledge he had left, which

however was not very heavy, as it fcarcely exceeded fixty

pounds.

The weather ftill continued very fine and pleafant : we
direted our courfe to the Weft North Weft, and early

in the day croffed Seal River. In the courfe of this
day’s journey we met {everal Northern Indians, who were

going to the faGory with furs and venifon ; and as we had
not killed any deer from our leaving the Fort, I got feveral
joints of venifon from thofe ftrangers, and gave them a
note on the Governor for payment, which feemed per-
fe@tly agreeable to all parties.

When on the North Weft fide of Seal River, I afked
Captain Chawchinahaw the diftance, and probable time
it would take, before we could reach the main woods ;
which he affured me would not exceed four or five days
journey. ‘This put both me and my companions in good

® The colder the weather is, the eafier the fledges flide over the fnow.
{pirits,



NORTHERN: O€CEA N,

{pirits, and we continued our courfe between the Weft
by North and North Weft, in daily expe&ation of arriving
at thofe woods, which we were told would furnifh us
with every thing the country affords. Thefe accounts
were fo far from being true, that after we had walked
double the time here mentioned, no figns of woods were
to be feen in the dire&ion we were then fteering; but
we had frequently feen the looming of woods to the

South Wett.

The cold being now very intenfe, our fmall ftock of

Englifh provifions all expended, and not the leaft thing
to be got on the bleak hills we had for fome time been

walking on, it became neceflary to ftrike more to the
Weftward, which we accordingly did, and the next
evening arrived at fome fmall patches of low fcrubby
woods, where we faw the tracks of feveral deer, and
killed a few partridges. The road we had traverfed
for many days before, was in general fo rough and
ftony, that our fledges were daily breaking ; and to add
to the inconveniency, the land was fo barren, as not to
afford us materials for repairing them: but the few
woods we now fell in with, amply fupplied us with necef-
faries for thofe repairs; and as we were then enabled each
night to pitch proper tents, our lodging was much more
comfortable than it had been for many nights before,
while we were on the barren grounds, where, in gene-
ral, we thought ourfelves well off if 'we could fcrape

together as many fhrubs as would make a fire; but it
B2 was

7
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was {carcely ever in our power to make any other defence
againft the weather, than by digging a hole in the {how
down to the mofs, wrapping ourfelves up in our clothing,
and lying down in it, with our {ledges fet up edgeways
to windward. '

On the twenty-firft, we did not move; fo the Indian
men went a hunting, and the women cut holes in the ice
and caught a few fith in a fmall lake, by the fide of
which we had pitched our tents. At night the men re-
turned with fome venifon, having killed three deer, which
was without doubt very acceptable; but our number
being great, and the Indians having fuch enormous fto-
machs, very little was left but fragments after the two

or three firft good meals. Having devoured the three
deer, and given fome neceflary repairs to our {ledges and

fnow fhoes, which only took one day, we again proceeded
on toward the North Weft by Weft and Weft North
Weft, through low fcrubby pines, intermixed with fome
dwarf larch, which is commonly called juniper in
Hudfon’s Bay. In our road we frequently faw the tracks
of deer, and many mufk-oxen, as they are called there;
but none of my companions were fo fortunate as to kil
any of them: fo that a few partridges were all we could
get to live on, and thofe were fo f{earce, that we feldom
eould kill as many as would amount to half a bird a day
for cach man ; which, confidering we had nothing elfe for
the twenty-four hours, was in reality next to nothing.

i By
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By this time I found that Captain Chawchinahaw had
not the profperity of the undertaking at heart; he often
painted the difficulties in the worft colours, took every
method to difhearten me and my European companions,
and feveral times hinted his defire of our returning back
to the factory : but finding I was determined to proceed,
he took fuch methods as he thought would be moft
likely to anfwer his end ; one of which was, that of not
adminiftering toward our fupport: fo that we were a
confiderable time without any other fubfiftence, but what
our two home-guard (Southern) Indians procured, and
the little that I and the two European men could kill;
which was very difproportionate to our wants, as we had
to provide for {everal women and children who were

with us.

Chawchinahaw finding that this kind of treatment
was not likely to complete his defign, and that we were
not to be ftarved into compliance, at length influenced
feveral of the beft Northern Indians to defert in the
night, who took with them feveral bags of my ammu-
nition, fome pieces of iron work, fuch as hatchets, ice
chiffels, files, &c. as well as feveral other ufeful articles,

When I became acquainted with this piece - of vil-
lany, I afked Chawchinahaw the reafon of fuch beha-
viour. To which he anfwered, that he knew nothing of

the affair: but as that was the cafe, it would not be
prudent,

y
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prudent, he faid, for us to proceed any farther ; adding,

that he and all the reft of his countrymen were going
to ftrike off another way, in order to join the remainder
of their wives and families : and after giving us a fhort
account which way to fteer our courfe for the neareft
part of Seal River, which he faid would be our beft
way homeward, he and his crew delivered me moft
of the things which they had in charge, packed up
their awls, and fet out toward the South Weft, making
the woods ring with their laughter, and left us to con-
fider of our unhappy fituation, near two hundred miles
from Prince of Wales’s Fort, all heavily laden, and our
ftrength and fpirits greatly reduced by hunger and
fatigue, .

Our fituation at that time, though very alarming,
would not permit us to {pend much time in refle&ion ;
{fo we loaded our fledges to the beft advantage, (but were
obliged to throw away fome bags of fhot and ball,) and
immediately fet out on our return. In the courfe of the
day’s walk we were fortunate enough to kill feveral par-
tridges, for which we were all very thankful, as it was
the firft meal we had had for feveral days: indeed,
for the five preceding days we had not killed as much
as amounted to half a partridge for each man ; and fome
days had not a fingle mouthful. While we were
in this diftrefs, the Northern Indians were by no means
in want; for as they always walked foremoft, they

had
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had ten times the chance to kill partridges, rabbits, or

any other thing which was to be met with, than we had.
Befide this advantage, they had great ftocks of flour,
catmeal, and other Englifh provifions, which they had
embezzled out of my ftock during the early part of the
journey 3 and as one of my home Indians, called
Mackachy, and his wife, who is a Northern Indian
woman, always reforted to the Northern Indians tents,
where they got amply fupplied with provifions when
neither I nor my men had a fingle mouthful, I have great

reafon to fufpe& they had a principal hand in the embezzle-
ment : indeed, both the man and his wife were capable

of committing any crime, however diabolical.

This day we had fine pleafant weather for the feafon
of the year : we fet out early in the morning, and arrived
the fame day at Seal River, along which we continued our
courfe for feveral days. In our way we killed plenty of
partridges, and faw many deer; but the weather was
{fo remarkably ferene that the Indians only killed two
of the latter. By this time game was become fo plen-
tiful, that all apprehenfions of ftarving were laid afide;
and though we were heavily laden, and travelled pretty
good days journeys, yet as our {pirits were good, our
ftrength gradually returned.

In our courfe down Seal River we met a ftranger,

a Northern Indian, on a hunting excurfion ; and though
he

7
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he had not met with any fuccefs that day, yet he kindly
invited us to his tent, faying he had plenty of venifon at
my fervice; and told the Southern Indians, that as there
were two or three beaver houfes near his tent, he {hould

be glad of their affiftance in taking them, for there was
only one man and three women at the tent.

Though we were at that time far from being in want
of provifions, yet we accepted his offer, and fet off with our
new guide for his tent, which, by a comparative diftance,
he told us, was not above five miles from the place where
we met him, but we found it to be nearer fifteen ; fo that
it was the middle of the night before we arrived at it.
When we drew near the tent, the ufual fignal for the

approach of ftrangers was given, by firing a gun or two,
which was immediately anfwered by the man at the tent.

On our arrival at the door, the good man of the houfe
came out, fhook me by the hand, and welcomed us to his
tent ; but as it was too fmall to contain us all, he ordered
his women to affift us in pitching our tent; and in the
mean time invited me and as many of my crew as
his little habitation could contain, and regaled us with
the beft in the houfe. The pipe went round pretty
brifkly, and the converfation naturally turned on the treat-
ment we had received from Chawchinahaw and his gang ;
which was always anfwered by our hoft with, “Ah! if
¢« T had been there, it thould not have been fo!” when,

notwithftanding his hofpitality on the prefent occafion, he
would

S e R ———

S

S

——

e e



NORTHERN OCEAN.

would moft affuredly have acted the fame part as the
others had done, if he had been of the party.

Having refrefhed ourfelves with a plentiful fupper,
we took leave of our hoft for a while, and retired to
our tent; but not without being made thoroughly fen-
fible that many things would be expe@ed from me,
before I finally left them.

Early in the morning, my Indians aflifted us in taking
the beaver houfes already mentioned ; but the houfes
being fmall, and fome of the beavers efcaping, they
only killed fix, all of which were cooked the fame

night, and voracioufly devoured under the denomination
of a feaft. I alfo received from the Indians feveral
joints of venifon, to the amount of at leaft two deer;
but notwithftanding T was to pay for the whole, I found
that Mackachy and his wife got all the prime parts of the
meat ; and on my mentioning it to them, there was fo
much clanthip among them, that they preferred makipg
a prefent of it to Mackachy, to felling it to me at double
the price for which venifon fells in thofe parts: a
fufficient proof of the fingular advantage which a native
~of this country has over an Englithman, when at fuch
a diftance from the Company’s Fa&ories as to deend
entirely on them for fubfiftence.

C Think-

o

1769.
P e e
December,

6th,



10

1769,

A JOURNEY TO THE
Thinking I had made my ftay here long enough, 1

December  gave orders to prepare for our departure; and as I had

7th.

8th.

purchafed plenty of meat for prefent ufe while we were
at this tent, fo I likewife procured fuch a fupply to
carry with us, as was likely to laft us to the Fort.

Early in the morning we took a final leave of our
hoft, and proceeded on our journey homewards. One

of the ftrangers accompanied us, for which at firft I
could not fee his motive; but foon after our arrival at

the Fa&ory, I found that the purport of his vifit was
to be paid for the meat, faid to be given gratis to
Mackachy while we were at his tent. The weather
continued very fine, but extremely cold ; and during this

part of my journey nothing material happened, till we
arrived fafe at Prince of Wales’s Fort on the eleventh

of December, to my own great mortification, and to
the no {mall furprife of the Governor, who had placed

great confidence in the abilities and condu&t of
Chawchinahaw.

CHAP,
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Tranfadions from our arrival at the Facory, to my leaving
it again, and during the firftpart of my {econd journey, .
till I had the misfortune to break the quadrant.

Tranfaltions at the Faélory.—Proceced on my fecond journey —Arrive at

Seal River.—Deer plentiful for fome time.—Method of angling fifl
under the ice~Set our fifbing nets.—Method of [etting nets under the
ice—My guide propofes to flay till the gecle began to fly ; bis reafons
accepted.—Pitch our tent in the beft manner.— Method of pitching a
tent in winter—1Iyb plentiful for fome time; grow wvery fearce; in
great want of provg'/icm:.—-Manner of employing my time.— My gm’df}
hilled two deer.—Move to the place they were lying at; there kill

Jeveral more deer, and three beavers—Soon in want of provifions
again—Many Indians Join us from the Weflward.—We begin to move
towards the barren ground.— Arrive at She-than-nee, and there fuffer
great diftrefs for want of provifions.—Indians kill two fwans and three
geefe~—Geefe and other birds of pajlage plentiful.— Leave She-than-nee,
and arrive at Beralzone.—One of mycompanions guns burfls, and fhatters
bis left band.—ILeave Beralzone, and get on the barren ground, clear
of all woods.—Throw away our fledges and [now fhoos.—Each perfon

takes a load on bis back; my part of the luggage.—Expofed to many
bardfbips.— Several days without wvidualsc—Indians kill three mufk

oxen, but for want of fire are obliged to eat the meal raw.— Fine

weather returns ; make a fire 5 effeéls of long fafling ; flay a day or two
to dry fome meat in the fun.— Proceed to the Northward, and arrive

at Cathawbachaga ; there find fome tents of Indians.—.A Northern
leader called Keelchies meets us y fend a letter by bim to the Governor,—
Tranfactions at Cathawhbachaga ; leave it, and proceed to the North-
avard.—Meet feveral Indians.—My guide not willing to proceea ; bis

C2 ; reafons
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reafons for it—Many more Indians join us—Arrive at Doobaunt
Whoie River.—Manner of ferrying over rivers in the Northern Indian
canoes.—No rivers in thofe parts in a ufeful direilion for the natives.—

" Had nearly loff the quadrant and all the powder.— Some reflections on
our fituation, and the conduét of the Indians.—Find the quadrant, and
part of the pawdér.—Obﬁ'rve far the faﬁmde.——%ma’rant broke.—
Refolve to return again to the Factory.

URING my abfence from Prince of Wales’s

Fort on my former journey, feveral Northern
Indians arrived in great diftrefs at the Fadtory, and were
employed in fhooting partridges for the ufe of our
people at the Fort. One of thofc Indians called Con-
ne-e-quefe faid, he had been very near to the famous
river I was engaged to go in queft of. Accordingly
Mr. Norton engaged him and two other Northern Indians
to accompany me on this fecond attempt; but to avoid
all incumbrances as much as poflible, it was thought
advifable not to take any women®*, that the Indians
might have fewer to provide for. I would not permit
any European to go with me, but two of the home-
guard (Southern) Indian men were to accompany me as
before. Indeed the Indians, both Northern and Southern,
paid {o little attention to Ifbefter and Merriman on my
former journey, particularly in times of {carcity, that 1 was
determined not to take them with me in future; though
the former was very defirous to accompany me again,
and was well calculated to encounter the hardfhips of

* This was a propofal of the Governor’s, though he well knew we could not
do without their afliftance, both for hauling our baggage, as well as drefling
{kins for clothing, pitching our tent, getting firing, &c.

{uch
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fuch an undertaking. Merriman was quite fick of fuch
excurfions, and fo far from offering his fervice a fecond
time, feemed to be very thankful that he was once more

arrived in fafety among his friends; for before he got
to the Fa@ory he had contradted a moft violent cold.

Having come to the above refolutions, and finally de-
termined on the number of Indians that were ta accom-

pany us, we were again fitted out with a large fupply of

ammunition, and as many other ufeful articles as we
could conveniently take with us, together with a fmall
fample of light trading goods, for prefents to the Indians,
as before. |

My inftru&ions on this occafion amounted to no more
than an order to proceed as faft as poflible ; and for my
condué during the journey, I was referred to my former
inftructions of November 6th, 1769.

Every thing being in readinefs for our departure,
on the twenty-third of February I began my fecond
journey, accompanied by three Northern Indians and two
of the home-guard (Southern) Indians. I took particular
care, however, that Mackachy, though an excellent hunter,
thould not be of our party; as he had proved himfelf,
during my former journey, to be a {ly artful villain.

The fnow at this time was fo deep on the top of

the ramparts, that few of the cannon were to be feen,
otherwife

February.

23d.



14

1770,
L

Yebruary.

A JOULRNEY ,TO THE

otherwife the Governor would have faluted me at my
departure, as before; but as thofe honours could not
poflibly be of any fervice to my expedition, I readily
relinquithed every thing of the kind; and in lieu of
it, the Governor, ofhcers, and people, infifted on giving
me three cheers.

After leaving the Fa&ory, we continued our courfe in
much the fame direétion as in my former journey, till
we arrived at Seal River ; when, inftead of crofling it, and
walking on the barren grounds as before, we followed the
courfe of the river, except in two particular places, where
the bends tended fo much to the South, that by crofling
two necks of land not more than five or fix miles wide,

we faved the walking of near twenty miles each time, and
fill came to the main river again.

The weather had been fo remarkably boifterous and
changeable, that we were frequently obliged to continue
two or three nights in the fame place. To make up for
this inconveniency, deer were fo plentiful for the firft
cight or ten days, that the Indians killed as many as was
neceflary ; but we were all {o heavy laden that we could
not poflibly take much of the meat with us, This I foon
pereeived to be a great evil, which expofed us to fuch fre-
quent inconveniences, that in cafe of not killing any thing
for three or four days together, wewere in great want of pro-
vifjons ; we feldom, however, went to bed entirely fupperlefs

till
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till the eighth of March ; when though we had only walked
about eight miles that morning, and expended all the
remainder of the day in hunting, we could not pro -

duce a fingle thing at night, not even a partridge! nor
had we difcerned the track of any thing that day, which
was likely to afford us hopes of better fuccefs in the

morning. This being the cafe, we prepared fome hooks.

and lines ready to angle for fith, as our tent was then by
the fide of a lake belonging to Seal River, which feemed
by its fituation to afford fome profpe& of fuccefs.

Early in the morning we took down our tent, and
moved about five miles to the Weft by South, to a part
of the lake that feemed more commodious for fifhing
than that where we had been the night before. As
{foon as we arrived at this place, fome were immediately
employed cutting holes in the ‘ice, while others pitched
the tent, got firewood, &c.; after which, for it was
early in the morning, thofe who pitched the tent went
a hunting, and at night one of them returned with
a porcupine, while thofe who were angling caught feveral

fine trout, which afforded us a plentiful fupper, and we

had fome trifle left for breakfaft.

Angling for fith under the ice in winter requires no
other procefs, than cutting round holes in the ice from
one to two feet diameter, and letting down a baited
hook, which is always kept in motion, not only to

prevent

15
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prevent the water from freezing fo foon as it would do
if fuffered to remain quite ftill, but becaufe it is found
at the fame time to be a great means of alluring the fifh
to .the hole; for it is always obferved that the fith in
thofe parts will take a bait which is in motion, much

fooner than one that is at reft.

Early in the morning we again purfued our angling,
and all the forenoon being expended without any fuccefs,
we took down our tent and pitched it again about eight
miles farther to the Weftward, on the fame lake, where
we cut more holes in the ice for angling, and that
night caught feveral fine pike. The next day we moved
about five miles to the South Weft, down a {mall river,

where we pitched our tent; and having fet four fithing
nets, in the courfe of the day we caught many fine fith,

particularly pike, trout, tittymeg, and a coarfe kind of
fith known in Hudfon’s Bay by the name of Methy*,

To fet a net under the ice, it is firft neceflary to
afcertain its exa& length, by ftretching it out upon the
ice near the part propofed for fetting it. This being
done, a number of round holes are cut in the ice, at ten
or twelve feet diftance from each other, and as many in
number as will be {fufficient to ftretch the net at its full
length. A line is then paflfed under the ice, by means

# The Methy are generally caught with a hook ; and the beft time for that
fport is in the night; and if the night be dark, the berter,

4 of
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of a long light pole, which is firft introduced at one of  1770.
the end holes, and, by means of two forked fticks, this ‘Fman
pole is eafily conduéted, or pafied from one hole to another,
under the ice, till it arrives at the laft. The pole is
then taken out, and both ends of the line being properly
fecured, is always ready for ufe. The net is made faft
to one end of the line by one perfon, and hauled under
the ice by a fecond; a large ftone is tied to each of the
lower corners, which ferves to keep the net expanded, and
prevents it rifing from the bottom with every waft
of the current. The Europeans fettled in Hudfon’s
Bay proce¢d much in the fame manner, though they in
eneral take much more pains; but the above method

is found quite fufficient by the Indians.

In order to fearch a net thus fet, the two end holes
only are opened; the line is veered away by one perfon,
and the net hauled from under the ice by another; after
all the fith are taken out, the net is eafily hauled back to
its former ftation, and there fecured as before.

As this place feemed likely to afford us a conftant 2.

fupply of fith, my guide propofed to ftay here till the
geefe began to fly, which in thofe Northern parts is
feldom before the middle of May. His reafons for fo
doing feemed well founded: * The weather, he faid,
¢ is at this time too cold to walk on the barren
¢ grounds, and the woods from this part lead fo much

\ D ¥ to
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¢ to the Weftward, that were we to continue travelling
“in any tolerable’ fhelter, our courfe would not be
 better than Weft South Weft, which would only be
¢ going out of our way; whereas, if we fhould remain
¢ here till the weather permit us to walk due North,
¢ over the barren grounds, we fhall then in one month
‘“ get farther advanced on our journey, than if we
“ were to continue travelling all the remainder of the
¢ winter in the fweep of the woods.”

Thefe reafons appeared to me very judicious, and as the
plan feemed likely to be attended with little trouble, it
met with my entire approbation. That being the cafe,
we took additional pains in building our tent, and made
it as commodious as the materials and fituation would

admit.

To pitch an Indian’s tent in winter, it is firft neceffary
to fearch for a level piece of dry ground ; which cannot
be afcertained but by thrufting a ftick through the fnow
down to the ground, all over the propofed part. When
a convenient fpot is found, the fnow is then cleared away
in a circular form to the very mofs; and when it is pro-
pofed to remain more than a night or two in one place, the
mofs is alfo cut up and removed, as it is very liable when
dry to take fire, and occafion much trouble to the inha-
bitants. A quantity of poles are then procured, which are

generally proportioned both in number and length to the
6 fize
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fize of the tent cloth, and the number of perfons it is in-
tended to contain. If one of the poles fhould not happen
to be forked, two of them are tied togethcr near the top,
then raifed ere&, and their buts or lower ends extended
as wide as the propofed diameter of the tent; the other
poles are then fet round at equal diftances from each
other, and in fuch order, that their lower ends form a
complete circle, which gives boundaries to the tent on
all fides: the tent cloth is then faftened to a light pole,
which is always raifed up and put round the poles from
the weather fide, {o that the two edges that lap over and
form the door are always to the leeward. It muft be
underftood that this method is only in ufe when the
Indians are moving from place to place every day; for
when they intend to continue any time in one place, they
always make the door of their tent to face the South.

The tent cloth is ufually of thin Moofe leather, drefled
and made by the Indians, and in fhape it nearly refembles
a fan-mount inverted ; fo that when the largeft curve

inclofes the bottom of the poles, the {maller one is
always fufficient to cover the top ; except a hole, which

is defignedly left open to ferve the double purpofe. of
chimney and window.

The fire is always made on the ground in the center,
and the remainder of the floor, or bottom of the tent, is

covered all over with fmall branches of the pine tree,
D2 which
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which ferve both for feats and beds. A quantity of
pine tops and branches are laid round the bottom of
the poles on the outfide, over which the eves of the
tent is ftaked down ; a quantity of fnow is then packed
over all, which excludes great part of the external air,
and contributes greatly to the warmth within. The
tent here defcribed is fuch as is made ufe of by the
Southern Indians, and the fame with which I was fur-
nifhed at the Fa&ory ; for that made ufe of by the North-

ern Indians is made of different materials, and is of a

quite different fhape, as fhall be defcribed hereafter,

The fituation of our tent at this time was truly plea-
fant, particularly for a f{pring refidence; being on a fmall

elevated point, which commanded an extenfive profpeé
over a large lake, the fhores of which abounded with

wood of different kinds, fuch as pine, larch, birch, and
poplar; and in many places was beautifully contrafted
with a variety of high hills, that fhewed their fnowy
fummits above the talleft woods. About two hundred
yards from the tent was a fall, or rapid, which the
{wiftnefs of the current prevents from freezing in the
coldeft winters. At the bottom of this fall, which
empties itfelf into the above lake, was a fine fheet of
open water near a mile in length, and at leaft half a
mile in breadth; by the margin of which we had our
fifhing nets fet, all in open view from the tent.

The
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"The remaining part of this month paffed on without
any interruption, or material occurrence, to difturb our
repofe, worth relating; our fithing nets provided us
with daily food, and the Indians had too much philo-
fophy about them to give themfelves much additional
trouble ; for during the whole time not one of them
offered to look for a partridge, or any thing elfe which
could yield a change of diet.

As the time may now be fuppofed to have lain heavy
on my hands, it may not be improper to inform the
reader how 1 employed it. In the firft place, I em-
braced every favourable opportunity of obferving the

latitude of the place, the mean of which was 58° 46’
30” North; and the longitude by account was 5° 57’
Wefl, from Prince of Wales’s Fort. I then correted
my reckoning from my laft obfervation; brought up
my journal, and filled up my chart, to the place of our
refidence. I built alfo fome traps, and caught a few
martins ; and by way of faving my ammunition, fet fome
fnares for partridges. The former is performed by means
of a few logs, fo arranged that when the martin attempts
to take away the bait laid for him, he with very little
ftruggle pulls down a fmall poft that fupports the whole
weight of the trap; when, if the animal be not killed
by the weight of the logs, he is confined till he be
frozen to death, or killed by the hunter going his
rounds.

To

1770.
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To fnare partridges requires no other procefs than
making a few little hedges acrofs a creek, or a few fhort
hedges proje&ing at right angles from the fide of an ifland
of willows, which thofe birds are found to frequent.
Several openings muft be left in each hedge, to admit the
birds to pafs through, and in each of them a fnare muft
be fet; fo that when the partridges are hopping along the
edge of the willows to feed, which is their ufual cuftom,
fome of them foon get into the f{nares, where they are
confined till they are taken out. I have caught from
three to ten partridges in a day by this {fimple contri-
vance ; which requires no farther attendance than going
round them night and morning.

I have already obferved that nothing material happen.cd
to difturb our repofe till the firft of April, when to our

great furprife the fifhing nets did not afford us a fingle
fith. Though fome of the preceding days had been
pretty fuccefsful, yet my companions, like true Indians,
feldom went to fleep till they had cleared the tent of
every article of provifion. As nothing was to be caught
in the nets, we all went out to angle; but in this we
were equally unfuccefsful, as we could not procure one
fih the whole day.  This fudden change of circumftances
alarmed one of my companions fo much, that he began
to think of refuming the ufe of his gun, after having
laid it by for near a month.

Early
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Early in the morning we arofe ; when my guide Con-
ne-e-quefe went a hunting, and the reft attended the nets
and hooks near home ; but all with fuch bad fuccefs, that
we could not procure enough in one day to ferve two men
for a fupper. This, inftead of awakening the reft of
my companions, fent them to fleep; and fcarcely any
of them had the prudence to look at the fithing nets,
though they were not more than two or three hundred
yards from the tent door.

My guide, who was a fteady man, and an excellent
hunter, having for many years been accuftomed to:pro-
vide for a large family, feemed by far the moft in-
duftrious of all my crew ; he clofely purfued his' hunt-
ing for feveral days, and feldom returned to the tent till
after dark, while thofe at the tent pafled moft of their
time in {moking and fleeping.

Several days paffed without any figns of relief, till
the roth, when my guide continued out longer than ordi-
nary, which made us conjeture that he had met with
ftrangers, or feen fome deer, or other game, which occa-
fioned his delay. We all therefore lay down to fleep,
having had but little refrefhment for the three preceding
days, except a pipe of tobacco and a draught of water;
even partridges had become fo fcarce that not one was
to be got; the heavy thaws had driven them all out

towards the barren grounds. About midnight, to our
great
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great joy, our hunter arrived, and brought with him
the blood and fragments of two deer that he had
killed. This unexpe&ed fuccefs foon roufed the {leepers,
who, in an inftant, were bufily employed in cocking a
large kettle of broth, made with the blood, and fome fat
and fcraps of meat fhred {fmall, boiled in it. This might
be reckoned a dainty difh at any time, but was more
particularly {o in our prefent almoft famifhed condition.

After partaking of this refrefhment, we refumed our
reft, and early in the morning fet out in a body for the
place where the deer were lying. As we intended to
make our ftay but fhort, we left our tent ftanding, con-
taining all our baggage. On our arrival at the place
of deftination, fome were immediately employed in mak-
ing a hut or barrocado with young pine trees; while
one man fkinned the deer, the remainder went a hunting,
and in the afternoon returned to the hut, after having
killed two deer.

Several days were now fpent in feafting and glut-
tony ; during which the Indians killed five more deer
and three fine beavers; finding at laft, however, that
there was little profpe& of procuring either more deer
or beavers, we determined to return to our tent, with
the remains of what we had already obtained.

The fleth of thefe deer, though none of the largeft,
might with frugality have ferved our fmall number, (being

only



NORTHERN OCEAN.

only fix) for fome time; but my companions, like other
Indians, feafted day and night while it lafted ; and were
{fo indolent and unthinking, as not to attend properly to the
filhing-nets ; {o that many fine fifh, which had been en-
tangled in the nets, were entirely fpoiled, and in about
twelve or fourteen days we were nearly in as great diftrefs
for provifions as ever.

During the courfe of our long ina&ivity, Saw-fop-o-
kifhac, commonly called Soffop, my principal Southern

Indian, as he was cutting fome birch for {poons, difhes,
and other neceflary houfchold furniture, had the misfortune

to cut his leg in fuch a manner as to be incapable of walk-
ing; and the other Southern Indian, though a much
younger man, was {o indolent as not to be of any fervice
tome, except hauling part of our luggage, and eating up
part of the provifions which had been provided by the

more induftrious part of my companions.

On the twenty-fourth, carly in the day, a great body
of Indians was feen to the South Weft, on the large lake
by the fide of which our tent ftood. On their arrival at
our tent we difcovered them to be the wives and families
of the Northern Indian goofe-hunters, who were gone to
Prince of Wales’s Fort to attend the feafon. They were
bound toward the barren ground, there to wait the re-
turn of their hufbands and relations from the Fort, after

the termination of the goofe-feafon,
E My
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1770. My guide having for fome days paft determined to
e i , i i < ‘
apil . move toward the barren ground, this morning we took
“" " down our tent, packed up our luggage, and proceeded

to the Eaftward in the fame track we came ; but Soffop
being fo lame as to be obliged to be hauled on a {ledge,
I eafily prevailed on two of the Indians who had joined
us on the 24th, and who were purfuing the fame road,
to perform this fervice for him.

a9th.  © After two days good walking in our old track, we ar-
rived at a part of Seal River called She-than-nee, where
we pitched our tent and fet both our fithing-nets, intend-
ing to ftay there till the geefe began to fly. Though we

i had feen feveral fwans and fome geefe flying to the North-
13:1}: ward, it was the thirteenth of May before we could

procure any. On that day the Indians killed two fwans
and three geefe. This in fome meafure alleviated our
diftrefs, which at that time was very great; having had
no other fubfiftence for five or fix days, than a few cran-
berries, that we gathered from the dry ridges where the
fnow was thawed away in {pots; for though we fet our
fithing-nets in the beft judged places, and angled at every
part that was likely to afford fuccefs, we only caught .
three fmall fith during the whole time. Many of the
Northern Indians, who had joined us on the 24th of
April, remained in our company for fome time; and
though 1 well knew they had had a plentiful winter,
and had then good ftocks of dricd meat by them, and

wcere
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were alfo acquainted with our diftrefs, they never gave
me or my Southern companions the leaft fupply, although
they had in fecret amply provided for our Northern
guides.

By the nineteenth, the geefe, fwans, ducks, gulls, and
other birds of paffage, were {o plentiful, that we killed every
day as many as were fufficient for our fupport ; and having
ftopped a few days to recruit our fpirits after fo long a
faft, on the twenty-third we began once more to proceed
toward the barren ground. Soffop having now perfectly
recovered from his late misfortune, every thing feemed to
have a favourable appearance; efpecially as my crew had
been augmented to twelve perfons, by the addition of one
of my guide’s wives, and five others, whom I had engaged
to aflift in carrying our luggage ; and I well knew, from
the feafon of the year, that hauling would foon be at an
end for the fummer,

The thaws having been by this time {o great as to ren-
der travelling in the woods almoft impracicable, we con-
tinued our courfe to the Eaft on Seal River, about fixteen
miles farther, when we came to a {mall river, and a
ftring of lakes conne&ed with it, that tended to the

North.

The weather for fome time was remarkably fine and
pleafant. Game of all kinds was exceedingly plentiful,
E 2 and
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and we continued our courfe to the Northward on the
above river and lakes till the firft of June, when we ar-
rived at a place called Beralzone. In our way thither,

befide killing more geefe than was neceflary, we fhot
two deer. One of my companions had now the misfor-

tune to fhatter his hand very much by the burfting of a
gun; but as no bones were broken, I bound up the
wound, and with the afliftance of fome of Turlington’s
drops, yellow bafilicon, &c. which I had with me, foon
reftored the ufe of his hand ; fo that in a very fhort time
he feemed to be out of all danger.

After ftopping a few days at Beralzone, to dry a little
venifon and a few geefe, we again proceeded to the North-

ward on the barren ground ; for on our leaving this place
we foon got clear of all the woods.

The fnow was by this time fo foft as to render walking
in fnow-fhoes very laborious ; and though the ground was
bare in many places, yet at times, and in particular places,
the fmow-drifts were fo deep, that we could not poflibly
do without them. By the fixth, however, the thaws were
{fo general, and the fnows fo much melted, that as our
fnow-fhoes were attended with more trouble than fervice,
we all confented to throw them away. Till the tenth,
our fledges proved ferviceable, particularly in crofling lakes
and ponds on the ice; but that mode of travelling now
growing dangerous on account of the great thaws, we

3 determined
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determined to throw away our fledges, and every one to take
a load on his back.

This I found to be much harder work than the winter
carriage, as my part of the luggage confifted of the fol-
lowing articles, viz. the quadrant and its ftand, a trunk
containing books, papers, &c. a land-compafs, and a large
bag containing all my wearing apparel ; alfo a hatchet,
knives, files, &c. befide feveral {mall articles, intended
for prefents to the natives. The aukwardnefs of my load,
added to its great weight, which was upward of f{ixty
pounds, and the exceflive heat of the weather, rendered
walking the moft laborious tafk I had ever encountered ;
and what confiderably increafed the hardfhip, was the bad-
nefs of the road, and the coarfenefs of our lodging, being, on
account of the want of proper tents, expofed to the utmoft
{everity of the weather. The tent we had with us was not
only too large, and unfit for barren ground fervice, where
no poles were to be got, but we had been obliged to cut
it up for fhoes, and each perfon carried his own fhare.
Indeed my guide behaved both negligently and ungene-
roufly on this occafion; as he never made me, or my
Southern Indians, acquainted with the nature of pitching
tents on the barren ground; which had he done, we
could eafily have procured a fet of poles before we left the

woods. He took care, however, to procure a fet for him-
felf and his wife; and when the tent was divided, though

he made fhift to get a piece large enough to ferve him for
a com-
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a complete little tent, he never atked me or my Southern
Indians to put our heads into it.

Befide the inconvenience of being expofed to the open

air, night and day, in all weathers, we experienced real
diftrefs from the want of victuals. When provifions were

procured, it often happened that we could not make a
fire, fo that we were obliged to eat the meat quite raw ;

which at firft, in the article of fifh particularly, was as
little relithed by my Southern companions as myfelf.

Notwithftanding thefe accumulated and complicated
hardfhips, we continued in perfe& health and good {pirits;
and my guide, though a perfe& niggard of his provifions,
efpecially in times of fcarcity, gave us the ftrongeft af-
furance of foon arriving at a plentiful country, which
would not only afford us a certain fupply of provifions,
but where we thould meet with other Indians, who pro-
bably would be willing to carry part of our luggage,
This news naturally gave us great confolation ; for at that
time the weight of our conftant loads was fo great, that
when Providence threw any thing in our way, we could
not carry above two days provifions with us, which
indeed was the chief reafon of our being fo frequently
in want,

From the twentieth to the twenty-third we walked
every day near twenty miles, without any other fubfiftence
than
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than a pipe of tobacco, and a drink of water when we
pleafed : even partridges and gulls, which fome time before
were in great plenty, and eafily procured, were now fo
fcarce and fhy, that we could rarely get one; and as to
geefe, ducks, &c. they had all flown to the Northward
to breed and molt.

Early in the morning of the twenty -third, we fet out as
ufual, but had not walked above feven or eight miles be-
fore we faw three mufk-oxen grazing by the fide of a fmall
lake. The Indians immediately went in purfuit of them;
and as fome of them were expert hunters, they foon killed
the whole of them. This was no doubt very fortunate;
“but, to our great mortification, before we could get one
of them fkinned, fuch a fall of rain came on, as to put
it quite out of our power to make a fire ; which, even in
the fineft weather, could only be made of mofs, as we
were near an hundred miles from any woods. This was
poor comfort for people who had not broke their faft for
four or five days. Neceflity, however, has no law; and
having been before initiated into the method of eating
raw meat, we were the better prepared for this repaft:
but this was by no means fo well relifhed, either by me
or the Southern Indians, as either raw venifon or raw fith
had been : for the flefh of the mufk-ox is not only coarfe
and tough, but fmells and taftes {o ftrong of mufk as to
make it very difagreeable when raw, though it is tolerable

eating when properly cooked. The weather continued {o
remark-
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remarkably bad, accompanied with conftant heavy rain,
fnow, and fleet, and our neccflities were fo great by

the time the weather permitted us to make a fire, that we
had nearly eat to the amount of one buffalo quite raw,

Notwithftanding I muftered up all my philofophy on
this occafion, yet I muft confefs that my {pirits began
to fail me. Indeed our other misfortunes were greatly
aggravated by the inclemency of the weather, which was
not only cold, but fo very wet that for near three days
and nights I had not one dry thread about me. When
the fine weather returned, we made a fire, though it was
only of mofs, as I have already obferved; and having
got my cloaths dry, all things feemed likely to go on in
the old channel, though that was indifferent enough ; but
I endeavoured, like a failor after a ftorm, to forget pafk
misfortunes.

None of our natural wants, if we except thirft, are fo
diftrefling, or hard to endure, as hunger; and in wan-
dering fituations, like that which I now experienced, the
hardfhip is greatly aggravated by the uncertainty with re-
{pe& to its duration, and the means moft proper to be
ufed to remove it, as well as by the labour and fatigue we
muft neceffarily undergo for that purpofe, and the difap-
pointments which too frequently fruftrate our beft con-
certed plans and moft ftrenuous exertions: it not only

enfeebles the body, but deprefles the fpirits, in {pite of
every
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every effort to prevent it.  Befides, for want of acion, the
ftomach {o far lofes its digeftive powers, that after long faft-
ing it refumes its office with pain and relu®ance. During
this journey I have too frequently experienced the dread-
ful effe&s of this calamity, and more than once been re-
duced to fo low a ftate by hunger and fatigue, that when
Providence threw any thing in my way, my ftomach has
{carcely been able to retain more than two or three ounces,
without producing the moft oppreflive pain. Another
difagreeable circumftance of long fafting is, the extreme
difficulty and pain attending the natural evacuations for

the firft time; and which is fo dreadful, that of it none
but thofe who have experienced can have an adequate

idea.

To record in detail each day’s fare fince the com-
mencement of this journey, would be little more than a
dull repetition of the fame occurrences. A {ufficient
idea of it may be given in a few words, by obferving
that it may juftly be faid to have been either all feaft-
ing, or all famine: fometimes we had too much, feldom
Juft enough, frequently too little, and often none at all.
It will be only neceflary to fay that we have fafted many

times two whole days and nights; twice upwards of
three days ; and once, while at She-than-nee, near {even

days, during which we tafted not a mouthful of any
thing, except a few cranberries, water, fcraps of old
leather, and burnt bones. On thofc prefling occafions I

have frequently feen the Indians examine their wardrobe,
F which
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which confifted chiefly of fkin-clothing, and confider
what part could beft be fpared ; fometimes a piece of an
old, half-rotten deer fkin, and at others a pair of old
fhoes, were facrificed to alleviate extreme hunger. The
relation of fuch uncommon hardfhips may perhaps gain
little credit in Europe; while thofe who are converfant
with the hiftory of Hudfon’s Bay, and who are thoroughly
acquainted with the diftrefs which the natives of the
country about it frequently endure, may confider them as
no more than the common occurrences of an Indian life,
in which they are frequently driven to the neceflity of
cating one another *,

Knowing

* It i the general opinion of the Southern Indians, that when any of their
tribe have been driven to the neceflity of eating human fleth, they become fo
fond of it, that no perfon is fafe in their company. And though it is well
known they are never guilty of making this horrid repaft but when driven to
it by neceflity, yet thofe who have made it are not only fhunned, but fo uni-
-yerfally detefted by all who know them, that no Indians will tent with them,
and they are frequently murdered flily. I have feen feveral of thofe poor
wretches who, unfortunately for them, have come under the above defcrip-
tion, and though they were perfons much efteemed before hunger had driven
them to this a&, were afterward {o univerfally defpifed and negleéted, that a
fmile never graced their countenances: deep melancholy has been feated on
their brows, while the eye moft expreflively fpoke the dictates of the heart,
and feemed to fay, « Why do you defpife me for my mistortunes ? che period
“ is probably not far diftant, when you may be driven to the like neceflicy !”

In the Spring of the year 1775, when I was building Cumberland Houfe,
an Indian, whofe name was Wapoos, came to the fettlement, at a time when
fiftcen tents of Indians were on the plantations: they examined him very
minutely, and found he had come a confiderable way by himfelf, without a
gun, of ammunition. This made many of them conjecture he had met with,
and killed, fome perfon by the way; and this was the more eafily credited,

from
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Knowing that our conftant loads would not permit us
to carry much provifions with us, we agreed to continue
a day or two to refreth ourfelves, and to dry a little meat
in the fun, as it thereby not only becomes more portable,
but is always ready for ufe. On the twenty-fixth, all
that remained of the mufk-ox fleth being properly
dried and fit for carriage, we began to proceed on our
journey Northward, and on the thirtieth of June arrived
at a {mall river, called Cathawhachaga, which empties
itfelf into a large lake called Yath-kyed-whoie, or White
Snow Lake. Here we found feveral tents of Northern
Indians, who had been fome time employed fpearing deer
in their canoes, as they croffed the above mentioned little
river. Here alfo we met a Northern Indian Leader, or
Captain, called Keelfhies, and a fmall party of his crew,
who were bound to Prince of Wales’s Fort, with furs

ST T e T e

from the care he took to conceal a bag of provifions, which he had brought
~ with him, in a lofty pine-tree near the houfe.

Being a ftranger, I invited him in, though I faw he had nothing for trade ;
and during that interview, fome of the Indian women examined his bag, and
gave it as their opinion that the meat it contained was human fleth: in con-
fequence, it was not without the interference of fome principal Indians,
whofe liberality of fentiment was more extenfive than that in the others,
the poor creature faved his life. Many of the men cleaned and loaded
their guns; others had their bows and arrows ready ; and even the women
took pofleflion of the hatchets, to kill this poor inoffenfive wretch, for no
crime but that of travelling about two hundred miles by himfelf, unaffifted
by firc-arms for fupport in his journey.

F 2 and
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and other commodities for trade. When Keelfhies was
made acquainted with the intent of my journey, he readily
offered his fervice to bring me any thing from the Fatory
that we were likely to ftand in need of ; and though we
were then in latitude 63° 4" North, and longitude 5° 12’
Weft from Churchill, yet he promifed to join us again, at
a place appointed by my guide, by the fetting in of the
Winter. In confequence of this offer, I looked over our
ammunition and other articles; and finding that a little
powder, fhot, tobacco, and a few knives, were likely to
be of fervice before the journey could be completed, I
determined to fend a letter to the governor of Prince of
Wales’s Fort, to advife him of my fituation, and to defire

him to fend by the bearer a certain quantity of the above
articles ; on which Keelfhies and his crew proceeded on
their journey for the Fa&ory the fame day.

Cathawhachaga was the only river we had feen fince the
breaking up of the ice that we could not ford ; and as
we had not any canoes with us, we were obliged to get
ferried acrofs by the ftrange Indians. When we ar-
rived on the North fide of this river, where the Indians
refided, my guide propofed to flop fome time, to dry and
pound {ome meat to take with us ; to which I readily con-
fented. 'We alfo fet our fithing-nets, and caught a con-
fiderable quantity of very fine fifh; fuch as tittemeg,
barble, &c.

The
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The number of deer which croffed Cathawhachaga,

during our ftay there, was by no means equal to our ex-
pe@ations, and no more than juft fufficient to fupply our
prefent wants ; fo that after waiting feveral days in fruit-
lefs expe&tation, we began to prepare for moving ; and
accordingly, on the fixth of July, we fet out, though
we had not at that time as much viétuals belonging to
our company as would furnifh us a fupper. During our
ftay here, we had each day got as much filh or fleth as was
fufficient for prefent expenditure ; but, being in hopes
of better times, faved none.

Before we left Cathawhachaga, I made feveral obfervations
for the latitude, and found it to be 63° 4" North. I alfo
brought up my journal, and filled up my chart to that
time. Every thing being now ready for our departure,
my guide informed me that in a few days a canoe would
be abfolutely neceflary, to enable us to crofs fome unford-
able rivers which we fhould meet, and could not avoid.
This induced me to purchale one at the eafy rate of a
fingle knife, the full value of which did not exceed one
penny. It muft be obferved, that the man who fold the
canoe had no farther occafion for it, and was glad to take
what he could get; but had he been thoroughly ac-
quainted with our neceffities, he moft affuredly would
have had the confcience to have afked goods to the amount
of ten beaver fkins at leafl,
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This additional piece of luggage obliged me to engage
another Indian; and we were lucky enough at that time
to meet with a poor forlorn fellow, who was fond of the
office, having never been in a much better ftate than that
of a beaft of burthen, Thus, provided with a canoe, and
a man to carry it, we left Cathawhachaga, as has been
obferved, on the fixth of July, and continued our courfe
to the North by Weft, and North North Weft; and that
night put up by the fide of a fmall bay of White Snow
Lake, where we angled, and caught feveral fine trout,
fome of which weighed not lefs than fourteen or fixtcen
pounds. In the night heavy rain came on, which con-
tinued three days; but the ninth proving fine weather,
and the fun difplaying his beams very powerfully, we
dried our clothes, and proceeded to the Northward, To-
ward the evening, however, it began again to rain fo ex-
ceflively, that it was with much difficulty we kept our
powder and books dry.

~ On the feventeenth, we faw many mufk-oxen, feveral of
which the Indians killed ; when we agreed to ftay here a
day or two, to dry and pound * fome of the carcafes to take
with us. The flefh of any animal, when it is thus pre-
pared, is not only hearty food, but is always ready for

* To prepare meat in this manner, it requires no farther operation than
cutting the lean parts of the animal into thin flices, and drying it in the fun, or
by a flow fire, till, after beating it between two ftones, it is reduced to a coarfe
powder.

ufe,
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ufe, and at the fame time very portable. In moft parts
of Hudlon’s Bay it is known by the name of Thew-hagon,
but amongft the Northern Indians it is called Achees.

Having prepared as much dried flefh as we could tran{-
port, we proceeded to the Northward; and at our de-
parture left a great quantity of meat behind us, which
we could neither eat nor carry away. This was not
the fuft time we had fo done; and however wafteful
it may appear, it is a practice fo common among all the
Indian tribes, as to be thought nothing of. On the

twenty-fccond, we met feveral ftrangers, whom we joined
in purfuit of the decer, &c. which were at this time fo

plentiful, that we got every day a fufficient number for
our fupport, and indced too frequently killed feveral
merely for the tongues, marrow, and fat.

After we had been fome time in company with thofe
Indians, I found that my guide feemed to hefitate about
proceeding any farther; and that he kept pitching his tent
backward and forward, from place to place, after the
deer, and the reft of the Indians. On my afking him his
reafon for fo doing; he anfwered, that as the year was
too far advanced to admit of our arrival at the Copper-
mine River that Summer, he thought it more advifable
to pafs the Winter with {fome of the Indians then in com-
pany, and alleged that there could be no fear of our ar-
riving at that river early in the Summer of one tho\u-
fand feven hundred and feventy-one. As I could not

pretend
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pretend to contradi® him, I was entirely reconciled to
his propofal; and accordingly we kept moving to the
Weftward with the other Indians. In a few days, many

others joined us from different quarters; fo that by the
thirtieth of July we had in all above feventy tents, which

did not contain lefs than fix hundred perfons. Indeed
our encampment at night had the appearance of a {mall
town; and in the morning, when we began to move,
the whole ground (at leaft for a large fpace all round)
feemed to be alive, with men, women, children, and
dogs. Though the land was entirely barren, and deftitute
of every kind of herbage, except with-a-capucca® and
mofs, yet the deer were fo numerous that the Indians
not only killed as many as were fufficient for our large

number, but often feveral merely for the fkins, marrow,
&c. and left the carcafes to rot, or to be devoured by the

wolves, foxes, and other beafts of prey.

In our way to the Weftward we came to feveral rivers,
which, though fmall and of no note, were fo deep as
not to be fordable, particularly Doo-baunt River +.  On
thofe occafions only, we had recourfe to our canoe, which,
though of the common fize, was too {mall to carry more

* With-a-capucca is the name given by the natives to a plant which is found
all over the country bordering on Hudfon’s Bay ; and an infufion of it is ufed
as tea by all the Europeans fertled in that country.

t This river, as well as all others deferving that appellation which I
crofled during this part of my journey, ran to the Eaft and North Eaft; and
both them and the lakes were perfeétly frefh, and inhabited by fith that are

well known never to frequent falt water,
thar




NORTHERN OCEAN,

than two perfons; one of whom always lies down at full
length for fear of making the canoe top-heavy, and the
other fits on his heels and paddles. This method of fer-
rying over rivers, though tedious, is the moft expeditious
way thefe poor people can contrive; for they arc fome-
times obliged to carry their canoes one hundred and fifty,
or two hundred miles, without having occafion to make
ufe of them; yet at times they cannot do without them
and were they not very {mall and portable, it would be
impoflible for one man to carry them, which they are
often obliged to do, not only the diftance above mentioned,
but even the whole Summer.

The perfon I engaged at Cathawhachaga to carry my
canoe proving too weak for the tafk, another of my crew
was obliged to exchange loads with him, which f{eemed
perfedtly agrecable to all parties; and as we walked but
fhort days journies, and deer were very plentiful, all
things went on very {moothly. Nothing material happened
till the eighth, when we were near lofing the quadrant and
all our powder from the following circumftance : the fellow
who had been releafed from carrying the canoe proving
too weak, as hath been already obferved, had, after the
exchange, nothing to carry but my powder and his own
trifles; the latter were indeed very inconfiderable, not equal
in fize and weight to a foldier’s knapfack. As I intended
to have a little fport with the deer, and knowing his load
to be much lighter than mine, I gave him the quadrant
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and ftand to carry, which he tock without the leaft hefi-
tation, or feeming ill-will. Having thus eafed myfelf for
the prefent of a heavy and cumberfome part of my load,
I fet out carly in the morning with {fome of the Indian
men ; and after walking about cight or nine miles, faw,
from the top of a high hill; a great number of deer feed-
ing in a neighbouring valley ; on which we laid down our

loads and erected a flag, as a fignal for the others to pitch
their tents there for the night. 'We then purfued our hunt-

ing, which proved very fuccefsful. At night, however,
when we came to the hill where we had left our baggage,
I found that only part of the Indians had arrived, and
that the man who had been entrufted with my powder and

quadrant, had fet off another way, with a fmall party of
Indians that had been in our company that morning.

The evening being far advanced, we were obliged to defer
going in fearch of him till the.morning, and as his track
could not be eafily difcovered in the Summer, the South-
ern Indians, as well as mylelf, were very uneafy, fearing
we had Ioft the powder, which was to provide us with
food and raiment the remainder of our journey. The very
uncourtecous behaviour of the Northern Indians then in
company, gave me little hopes of receiving afliftance from
them, any longer than I had wherewithal to reward them
for their trouble and expence ; for during the whole time
I had been with them, not one of them had offered to give |
me the leaft morfel of victuals, without afking fomething in
exchange, which, in general, was three times the value of

what
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what they could have got fof the fame articles, had they car-
ried them to the Fadtory, though feveral hundred miles

diftant.

So inconfiderate were thofe people, that wherever they
met me, they always expected that I had a great aflortment
of goods to relieve their neceflities ; as if I had brought
the Company’s warchoufe with me. Some of them wanted
guns; all wanted ammunition, iron-work, and tobacco;

many were folicitous for medicine ; and others prefled me

for different articles of clothing : but when they found

I had nothing to {pare, except a few nick-nacks and gew -
gaws, they made no feruple of pronouncing me a ¢ poor
¢ fervant, noways like the Governor at the FaQory, who,

¢ they faid, they never faw, but he gave them fomething
¢ ufeful.” It is fcarcely poflible to conceive any people
fo void of common underftanding, as to think that the
fole intent of my undertaking this fatiguing journcy, was
to carry a large affortment of ufeful and heavy implements,
to give to all that flood in need of them; but many of
them would afk me for what they wanted with the fame
freedom, and apparently with the fame hopes of fuccefs,
as if they had been at one of the Company’s Fattorics,
Others, with an air of more gencrofity, offered me furs
to trade with at the fame {tardard as at the F actory ; with-
out confidering how unlikely it was that I thould increafe
the enormous weight of my load with articles which could
be of no more ufe to me in my prefent f{ituation than they
were to themfelves.
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This unaccountable behaviour of the Indians occafioned
much ferious refle@tion on my part; as it thewed plainly
how little I had to expe& if I fhould, by any accident,
be reduced to thé neceflity of depending upon them for
fupport ; fo that, though I laid me down to reft, fleep
was a ftranger to me that night. The following beau-
tiful lines of Dr. Young I repeated above an hundred
times : -

« Tired Nature’s {weet reftorer, balmy Sleep;
« He, like the world, his ready vifit pays
« Where fortune fmiles; the wretched he forfakes :

¢« Swift on his downy pinions flies from woe,
¢ And lights on lids unfully’d with a tear.””  NicuT THovcHTS.

After pafling the night in this melancholy manner, I
got up at day-break, and, with the two Southern Indians,
fet out in queft of our deferter. Many hours elapfed

in fruitlefs fearch after him, as we could not difcover
a fingle track in the dire®ion which we were informed he
had taken. The day being almoft {fpent without the leaft
appearance of fuccefs, I propofed repairing to the place
where I had delivered the quadrant to him, in hopes of
feeing fome track in the mofs that might lead to the Way
the Indians were gone whom our deferter had accom-
panied. On our arrival at that place, we found they had
ftruck down toward a little river which they had croffed
the morning hefore; and there, to our great joy, we found
the quadrant and the bag of powder lying on the top of a
high ftone, but not a human being’ was to be feen. On

examining
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examining the powder, we found that the bag had been
opened, and part of it taken out; but, notwithftanding
‘our lofs was very confiderable, we returned with light
hearts to the placc at which we had been the night before,
where we found our baggage fafe, but all the Indians
gone : they had, however, been fo confiderate as to fet
up marks to dire& us what courfe to fteer. By the time
we had adjufted our bundles, the day was quite {pent;
fecing, however, a {moke, or rather a fire, in the di-
reGtion we were ordered to fteer, we bent our way
towards it ; and a little after ten o’clock at night came
up with the main body of the Indians; when, after
refrefhing ourfelves with a plentiful fupper, the firft
morfel we had tafted that day, we retired to reft, which
I at leaft enjoyed with better fuccefs than the preceding

night.

In the morning of the eleventh we proceeded on to the
Weft, and Weft by South ; but on the twelfth did not move.
This gave us an opportunity of endeavouring to afcertain
the latitude by a meridian altitude, when we found the
place to be in 63° 10" North nearly. It proving rather

cloudy about noon, though exceeding fine weather, I let
the quadrant ftand, in order to obtain the latitude more

exaétly by two altitudes ; but, to my great mortification,

while I was eating my dinner, a {udden guft of wind
blew it down; and as the ground where it ftood was.
very
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1770.  very {toney, the bubble, the fight-vane, and vernier, were
Augaft.  entirely broke to pieces, which rendered the inftrument
ufelefs. In confequence of this misfortune I refolved to
return again to the Fort, though we were then in the la-
titude of 63° 10" North, and about 10° 40" Weft longi-

tude from Churchill River,

CHAP




NORTHERN OCEAN,

C H YA PSR

Tranfadtions from the Time the Quadrant was broken,
till I arrived at the Fa&ory.

Several firange Indians join us from the Northward.—They plundered me
of all I had; but did not plunder the Southern Indians.—My guide
Plundered—We begin our return to the Failory.—Meet with other
Indians, who join our company.~—Colleét deer-fhins for clothing, but

could not get them dreffed—Suffer much bard/bip from the want of
tents and warm clothing.—Moft of the Indians leave us.—Meet with

Matonabbee.—Some account of bim, and bis bebaviour to me and the
Southern Indians—We remain in bis company fome time.—His obferva-
tions on my two unfuccefsful attempts.—We leave him, and proceed to a
place to which be direted us, in order to make fnow-fhoes and fledges.
—Yoin Matonabbee again, and proceed towwards the Fatlory in his com-
pany—dmmunition runs fhort.—Myfelf and four Indians fet off pofil for
the Faétory.—Much bewildered in a fnow florm; my dog is Jrozen
to death; we lic in a bufb of willows.— Proceed on our journey.—Great

difficulty in croffing a jumble of rocks.—-drrive at the Fort.

HE day after I had the misfortune to break the qua-
drant, feveral Indians joined me from the Northward,

fome of whom plundered me and my companions of
almoft every ufeful article we had, among which was my
gun ; and notwithftanding we were then on the point of
returning to the Fa&ory, yet, as one of my companions’
ouns was a little out of order, the lofs was likely to be
feverely
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feverely felt ; but it not being in my power to recover it
again, we were obliged to reft contented.

Nothing can exceed the cool deliberation of thofe vil-
lains ; a committee of them entered my tent*. The
ringleader feated himfelf on my left-hand. They firft
begged me to lend them my fkipertogan  to fill a pipe of
tobacco. After fmoking two or three pipes, they aftked me
for feveral articles which I had not, and among others for a
pack of cards; but on my anfwering that I had notany of the
articles they mentioned, one of them put his hand on my
baggage, and afked if it was mine. Before I could anfwer in
the affirmative, he and the reft of his companions (fix in
number) had all my treafure {pread on the ground. One
took one thing, and another another, till at laft nothing
was left but the empty bag, which they permitted me to
keep. At length, confidering that, though I was going to
the Fa&ory, I fhould want a knife to cut my victuals, an
awl to mend my fhoes, and a needle to mend my other
clothing, they readily gave me thefe articles, though not
without making me underftand that I ought to look upon

* This only confifted of three walking-fticks ftuck into the ground, and a
blanket thrown over them.

T Skipertogan is a fmall bag that contains a flint and fteel, alfo a pipe and
tobacco, as well as touchwood, &¢. for making a fire. Some of thefe bags
may be called truly elegant ; being richly ornamented with beads, porcupine-
quills, morfe-hair, &c. a work always performed by the women; and they
are, with much propriety, greatly cfteemed by moft Europeans for the neat-
nefs of their workmanfhip,

“ it
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it as a great favour. Finding them poflefled of {fo much
generofity, I ventured to folicit them for my razors; but
thinking that one would be {fufficient to fhave me during
my paflage home, they made no {cruple to keep the
other ; luckily they chofe the worft. To complete their
generofity, they permitted me to take as much foap as I
- thought would be fufficient to wafth and fhave me during
the remainder of my journey to the Fa&ory.

They were more cautious in plundering the Southern
Indians, as the relation of fuch outrages being com-
mitted on them might occafion a war between the two
nations ; but they had nothing of that kind to dread from
the Englith. However, the Northern Indians had ad-
drefs enough to talk my home-guard Indians out of all
they had: fo that before we left them, they were as clean
{wept as myfelf, excepting their guns, fome ammunition,
an old hatchet, an ice-chiffel, and a file to fharpen
them.

It may probably be thought ftrange that my guide, who
was a Northern Indian, fhould permit his countrymen to
commit fuch outrages on thofe under his charge; but
being a man of little note, he was fo far from being able
to proteét us, that he was obliged to fubmit to nearly the
fame outrage himfelf. On this occafion he aflumed a
great air of generofity; but the faé was, he gave freely
Wwhat it was not in his power to prote&,

H Early
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Early in the morning of the nineteenth, I fet out on my
rcturn, in company with feveral Northern Indians, who
were bound to the Fa&ory with furrs and other commo-
dities in trade.  This morning the Indian who took my
gun, returned it to me, it being of no ufe to him, having
no ammunition. The weather for fome time proved fine,
and deer were very plentiful; but as the above ravagers
had materially lightened my load, by taking every thing
from me, except the quadrant, books, &c. this part of
my journey was the eaficft and moft pleafant of any 1 had

experienced fince my leaving the Fort. In our way we
p Y & 3

frequently met with other Indians, {o that fcarcely a day
pafled without our fecing feveral {mokes made by other
ftrangers. Many of thofe we met joined our party, having
furrs and other commodities for trade.

The deer’s hair being now of a proper length for cloth-
ing, it was neceflary, according to the cuftom, to procure
as many of their fkins, while in feafon, as would make a
a fuit of warm clothing for the Winter: and as each
grown perfon requires the prime parts of from eight to
eleven of thofe fkins (in proportion to their fize) to make
a complete fuit, it muft naturally be fuppoﬁ:d that
this addition to my burden was very confiderable. My
load, however cumberfome and heavy, was yet very bear-
able; but, after I had carricd it feveral weeks, it proved
of no fervice; for we had not any women properly
belonging to our company, confequently had not any

perfon




NORTHERN OCEAN.

perfon to drefs them; and fo uncivil were the other In-
dians, that they would neither exchange them for others
of an inferior quality already drefled, nor permit their
women to drefs them for us, under pretence that they
were always employed in the like duty for themfclves and

families, which was by no means the cafe; for many

of them had fufficient time to have done every little
fervice of that kind that we could have required of them,
The truth was, they were too well informed of my po-
verty to do any aéts of generofity, as they well knew I
had it not then in my power to reward them for their

trouble. I never faw a fet of people that poflefled fo
little humanity, or that could view the diftrefles of their

fellow-creatures with fo little feeling and unconcern; for
though they feem to have a great affe&ion for their wives
and children, yet they will laugh at and ridicule the
diftrefs of every other perfon who is not immediately re-
lated to them.

This behaviour of the Indians made our fituation very
difagrceable ; for as the fall advanced, we began to feel
the cold very feverely for want of proper clothing. We
fuffcred alfo greatly from the inclemency of the weather,
as we had no tent to fhelter us. My guide was en-
tirely cxempted' from all thofe inconveniences, having
procured a good warm fuit of clothing; and, as one of
his wives had long before joined our party, he was pro-
vided with a tent, and every other neceflary confiftent
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with their manner of living: but the old fellow was {o
far from interefting himfelf in our behalf, that he had, for
fome time before, entirely withdrawn from our company ;

and though he then continued to carry the greateft part
of our little remains of ammunition, yet he did not con-

tribute in the fmalleft degree towards our fupport. As deer,
however, were in great plenty, I felt little or no inconve-
nience from his negle@ in this refpect.

Provifions fill continued very plentiful; which was
a fingular piece of good fortune, and the only circum-
ftance which at this time could contribute to our hap-
pinefs or fafety; for notwithftanding the early feafon
of the year, the weather was remarkably bad and feverely

cold, at leaft it appeared fo to us, probably from having
no kind of fkin-clothing. 1In this forlorn ftate we con-

tinued aur courfe to the South Eaft; and, to add to the
gloominefs of our fituation, moft of the Northern In-
dians who had been in our company all the firft part
of the fall, were by this time gone a-head, as we could
not keep up with them for want of fnow-fhoes.

In the evening of the twentieth, we were joined from the
Weftward by a famous Leader, called Matonabbee, men-
tioned in my inftru&ions; who, with his followers, or
gang, was alfo going to Prince of Wales’s Fort, with
furre, and other articles for trade. This Leader, when a

youth, refided feveral years at the above Fort, and was.
not
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not only a perfe@ mafter of the Southern Indian language,
but by being frequently with the Company’s fervants, had
acquired feveral words of Englifh, and was one of the
men who brought the lateft accounts of the Coppermine
River; and it was on his information, added to that of
one I-dot-le-ezey, (who is fince dead,) that this expedi-
tion was fct on foot.

The courteous behaviour of this ftranger ftruck me very
fenfibly. As foon as he was acquainted with our diftrefs,
he got fuch fkins as we had with us drefled for the South-
ern Indians, and furnifthed me with a good warm fuit of
otter and other fkins: but, as it was not in his power to
provide us with fnow-fhoes, being then on the barren
ground,) he direéted us to a little river which he knew,
and where there was a fmall range of woods, which,
though none of the beft, would, he faid, furnifh us with
temporary fnow-fhoes and fledges, that might materially
aflift us during the remaining part of our journcy. We
{pent feveral nights in company with this Leader, though
we advanced towards the Fort at the rate of ten or twelve
miles a day ; and as provifions abounded, he made a grand
feaft for me in the Southern Indian ftile, where there was
plenty of good eating, and the whole concluded with fing-
ing and dancing, after the Southern Indian flyle and
manner. In this amufement my home-guard Indians bore
no inconfiderable part, as they were both men of fome

8 confequence
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confequence when at home, and well known to Matonab-
bee: but among the other Northern Indians, to whom
they were not known, they were held in no eftimation ;
which indeed is not to be wondered at, when we confider
that the value of a man among thale people, is always pro-
portioned to his abilities in hunting ; and as my two In-
dians had not exhibited any great talents that way, the
Northern Indians thewed them as much refpe as they do

in common to thofe of very moderate talents among them-
{elves.

During -my converfation with this Leader, he atked me
very ferivufly, If I would attempt another journey for the
difcovery of the Copper-mines? And onmy anfwering in
the affirmative, provided I could get better guides than I
had hitherto been furnithed with, he faid he would readily
engage in that fervice, provided the Governor at the Fort
would employ him.  In anfwer to this, I affured him his
offcr would be gladly accepted ; and as I had already ex-
perienced every hardfhip that was likely to accompany any
future trial, T was determined to complete the difcovery,
even at the rifque of life itfelf. Matonabbee affured me,
that by the accounts received from his own countrymen,

the Southern Indians, and myfelf, it was very probable I

might not experience fo much hardfhip during the whole
journey, as I had al"e’ld}f felt, though fcarcely advanced"-
one thlrd Part of the journey.

He
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He attributed all our misfortunes to the mifcondu@ of my
guides, and the very plan we purfued, by the defire of the
Governor, in not taking any women with us on this jour-
ney, was, he faid, the principal thing that occafioned all
our wants: “for, faid he, when all the men are heavy
¢ laden, they can neither hunt nor travel to any confider-
¢ able diftance; and in cafe they meet with fuccefs in
¢ hunting, who is to carry the produce of their labour ?
¢ Women, added he, were made for labour; one of
¢ them can carry, or haul, as much as two men can do.
¢ They alfo pitch our tents, make and mend our cloth-
¢“ ing, kecp us warm at night; and, in fa&, there is
“ no fuch thing as travelling any confiderable diftance,
¢« or for any length of time, in this country, without
¢ their afliftance.” ¢ Women, faid he again, though
¢ they do every thing, arc maintained at a trifling ex-
¢ pence; for as they always ftand cook, the very licking
¢ of their fingers in fcarce times, is fufhcient for their
¢ {ubfiftence.” This, however odd it may appear, is but
too true a defcription of the fituation of women in this
country: it is at leaft fo in appearance; for the women
always carry the provifions, and it is more than probable
they help themfelves when the men are not prefent.

Early in the morning of the twenty-third, I {truck out
of the road to the Eaftward, with my two companions
and two or three Northern Indians, while Matonabbee and
his crew continued their courle to the Fa&ory, promifing

to
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to walk {o flow that we might come up with them again;
and in two days we arrived at the place to which we were
direéted. We went to work immediately in making fnow-
thoe frames and fledges ; but notwithftanding our utmoft
endeavours, we could not complete them in lefs than four
days. On the firft of November we again proceeded on
our journcy toward the Fa&ory; and on the fixth, came up
with Matonabbee and his gang : after which we proceeded
on together feveral days; when I found my new acquaint-
ance, on all occafions, the moft fociable, kind, and fenfible
Indian I had ever met with. He was a man well known,

and, as an Indian, of univerfal knowledge, and gene-

rally refpeted.

Deer proved pretty plentiful for fome time, but to my
great furprife, when 1 wanted to give Matonabbee a little
ammunition for his own ufe, I found that my guide, Con-
reaquefe, who had itall under his care, had fo embezzled
or otherways expended it, that only ten balls and about
three pounds of powder remained; fo that long before
we arrived at the Fort we were obliged to cut up an
ice-chiffel into fquare lumps, as a fubftitute for ball,
It is, however, rather dangerous firing lumps of iron
out of fuch {light barrels as are brought to this part
of the world for trade. Thefe, though light and
handy, and of courfe well adapted for the ufe of both
Englith and Indians in long journies, and of fufhcient
ftrength for leaden fhot or ball, are not ftrong enough for

this
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this kind of fhot; and ftrong fowling-pieces would not
only be too heavy for the laborious ways of hunting in
this country, but their bores being {o much larger, would
require more than double the quantity of ammunition that
fmall ones do; which, to Indians at leaft, muft be an
obje&t of no inconfiderable importance.

I kept company with Matonabbee till the twentieth, at
which time the deer began to be fo fcarce that hardly a
frefh track could be feen; and as we were then but a
few days walk from the Fort, he advifed me to proceed
on with all fpeed, while he and his companions followed
at leifure. Accordingly, on the twenty-firft, I fet out
poﬁ-—haﬁe, accompanied by one of the home-guard
(Southern) Tribe, and three Northern Indians. That night
we lay on the South fide of Egg River ; but, long before
day-break the next morning, the weather became fo bad,
with a violent gale of wind from the North Weft, and
fuch a drift of fnow, that we could not have a bit of fire:
and as no good woods were near to afford us fhelter, we
agreed to proceed on our way; efpecially as the wind
was on our backs, and though the weather was bad near
the furface, we could frequently fee the moon, and fome-
times the ftars, to dire& us in our courfe. In this fitua-
tion we continued walking the whole day, and it was not
till after ten at night that we could find the fmalleft tuft
of woods to put up in; for though we well knew we
muft have pafled by feveral hummocks of (hrubby woods

i that
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that might have afforded us fome fhelter, yet the wind
blew fo hard, and the fnow drifted fo exceflively thick, that
we could not fee ten yards before us the whole day. Be-
tween feven and eight in the evening my dog, a valuable
brute, was frozen to death ; fo that his fledge, which was
a very heavy one, I was obliged to haul. Between nine
and ten at night we arrived at a fmall creck, on which we
walked about three quarters of a mile, when we came to a
large tuft of tall willows, and two or three fets of old
tent-poles.  Being much jaded, we determined not to pro-
ceed any farther that night; fo we went to work, and
made the beft defence againft the weather that the fitua-
tion of the place and our materials would admit. Our
labour confifted only in digging a hole in the {fnow, and
fixing a few deer-fkins up to windward of us: but the
moft difficult tafk was that of making a fire. When this
was once accomplithed, the old tent-poles amply fupplied
us with fewel. By the time we had finifhed this bufinefs,
the weather began to moderate, and the drift greatly to
abate ; fo that the moon and the Awrora Borealis thone
out with great {plendor, and there appeared every {ymp-
tom of the return of fine weather. After eating a plentiful
fupper of venifon, therefore, of which we had a fufficient
ftock to laft us to the Fort, we laid down and got a little
fleep. The next day proving fine and clear, though ex-
ceflively fharp, we proceeded on our journey early in the
morning, and at night lay on the South Eaft fide of Seal
River. We fhould have made a much longer day’s jour-

. ney,
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ney, had we not been greatly embarrafled at fetting out,
by a jumble of rocks, which we could not avoid without
going greatly out of our way. Here I muft obferve, that
we were more than fortunate in not attempting to leave
the little creek where we had fixed our habitation the
preceding night, as the {pot where we lay was not more
than two or three miles diftant from this dangerous place ;
in which, had we fallen in with it in the night, we muft
unavoidably have been bewildered, if we had not all
perithed ; as notwithftanding the advantage of a clear day,
and having ufed every poflible precaution, it was with the
utmoft difficulty that we crofied it without broken limbs.
Indeed it would have been next to an impofiibility to

“have done it in the night.

The twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth proved fine clear
weather, though exceflively cold ; and in the afternoon of
the latter, we arrived at Prince of Wales’s Fort, after
having been abfent eight months and twenty-two days, on
a fruitlefs, or at leaft an unfuccefsful journey.

I2 CHAP.
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Tranfa&ions during our Stay at Prince of Wales’s Fort, and

the former Part of our third Expedition, till our Arrival
at Clowey, where we built Canoes, in May 1%71.

Lreparations for our departure~Refufe to take any of the bome-guard

Indians with me.~DBy [o doing, I offend the Governor.—Leave the Fort
a third time—~My inflructions on this cxpcditian.—Provg'ﬁan.qu all
kinds very fearce.—drrive at the woods, where we kill fome deer.—Ar-
rive at Ifland Lake.—Matonabbee taken ill.—Some remarks thereon.—
Foin the remainder of the Indians’ families.—Leave lfland Lake.~D¢-
Jeription thereof.—Deer plentiful.—Meet a Sfirange Indian.—Alter our
courfe from Wet North Weft to Weft by South.—Crofs Cathawhachaga
River, Coffed Lake, Snow-Bird Lake, and Pike Lake.~—Arrive at a tent
of firangers, who arc employed in fnaring deer in a pound.—Defeription
of the pound.—Method of proceeding.— Remarks thereon.— Proceed on
our journey——Meet with feveral parties of Indians; by one of whom
I fent a Letter to the Governor at Prince of Wales's Fort.— drrive at
Thieweyazayeth.—Employment there.— Praceed to the North North
Weft and North—Arrive at Clowey.—One of the Indian’s wives taken
in labour.—Remarks thereon.—Cufloms obferved by the Northern In-
dians on thofe occafions.

N my arrival at the Fort, I informed the Governor, of
Matonabbee’s being fo near. On the twenty-eighth

of November he arrived. Notwithftanding the many
difficulties and hardfhips which I had undergone during
my two unfuccefsful attempts, I was {o far from being

folicited
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folicited on this occafion to undertake a third excurfion,
that I willingly offered my fervice ; which was readily ac-
cepted, as my abilities and approved courage, in perfe-
vering under difficulties, were thought noways inferior to

the tafk.

I then determined to engage Matonabbee to be my

guide; to which he readily confented, and with a freedom
of {peech and corre&nefs of language not commonly met
with among Indians, not only pointed out the reafons
which had occafioned all our misfortunes in my two former
attempts, but defcribed the plan he intended to purfue;
which at the fame time that it was highly fatisfaGory to me,
did honour to his penetration and judgment ; as it proved
him to be a man of extenfive obfervation with refpect to
times, feafons, and places; and well qualified to explain
every thing that could contribute either to facilitate or re-
tard the eafe or progrefs of travelling in thofe dreary parts
of the world.

Having engaged Matonabbee, therefore, as my guide,

I began to make preparations for our departure; but Mr.
Norton, the Governor, having been very fully occupied
in trading with a Jarge body of Indians, it was the feventh
of December before I could obtain from him my difpatches.
It may not be improper to obferve, that he again wanted
to force fome of the home-guard Indians (who were
his
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his own relations *) into our company, merely with a view
that they might engrofs all the credit of taking care of
me

* Mr. Norton was an Indian; he was born at Prince of Wales’s Fort, but
had been in England nine years, and confidering the fmall fum which was
expended in his education, had made fome progrefs in literature. At his re-
turn to Hudfon’s Bay he entered into all the abominable vices of his countrymen.
He Kept for his own ufe five or f{ix of the fineft Indian girls which he could
felet; and notwithftanding his own uncommon propenfity to the fair fex,
took every means in his power to prevent any European from having inter-
courfe with the women of the country; for which purpofe he proceeded to

the moft ridiculous length. To his own friends and country he was fo partial,
that he fet more value on, and fhewed more refpet to one of their favourite
dogs, than he ever did to his firft officer, Among his miferable and ignorant

countrymen he paffed for a proficient in phyfic, and always kept a box of

poifon, to adminifter to thofe who refufed him their wives or daughters.

With all thefe bad qualities, no man took more pains to inculcate virtue,
morality, and continence on others; always painting, in the moft odious co-
lours, the jealous and revengeful difpofition of the Indians, when any attempt
was made to violate the chaftity of their wives or daughters. Lectures of this
kind from a man of eftablifhed virtue might have had fome effect; but when
they came from one who was known to live in open defiance of every law,
human and divine, they were always heard with indignation, and confidered
as the hypocritical cant of a felfifh debauchee, who withed to engrofs every
woman in the country to himfelf.

His apartments were not only convenient but elegant, and always crowded
with favourite Indians: at night he locked the doors, and put the keys under
his pillow ; fo that in the morning his dining-room was generally, for the want
of neceffary conveniencies, worfe than a hog-ftye. As he advanced in years
his jealoufy increafed, and he actually poifoned two of his women becaufe he
thought them partial to other objects more fuitable to their ages. He was a
moft notorious fmuggler; but though he put many thoufands into the pockets
of the Captains, he feldom put a fhilling into his own,

3 . An
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me during the journey : but I had found them of fo little
ufe in my two former attempts, that I abfolutely refufed
them; and by fo doing, offended Mr. Norton to fuch a
degree, that neither time nor abfence could ever after-
wards eradicate his diflike of me; fo that at my return he
ufed every means in his power to treat me ill, and to
render my life unhappy. However, to deal with candour
on this occafion, it muft be acknowledged to his honour,
that whatever our private animofities might have been,
he did not fuffer them to interfere with public bufinefs ;
and I was fitted out with ammunition, and every other
article which Matonabbee thought could be wanted. I
was alfo furnifhed, as before, with a fmall aflortment
of light trading goods, as prefents to the far diftant

Indians.

At laft T fucceeded in obtaining my inftru&ions, which
were as follows :

An inflammation in his bowels occafioned his death on the 2gth of De-
cember 1773 ; and though he died in the moft excruciating pain, he retained
his jealoufy to the laft; for a few minutes before he expired, happening to fee
an officer laying hold of the hand of one of his women who was ftanding by the
fire, he bellowed out, in as loud a voice as his fituation would admit, ¢ God
“ d—n youforab h, if I live I'll knock out your brains.” A few minutes
aftermaking this clegant apoftrophe, he expired in the greatelt agonies that
can poflibly be conceived.

This I declare to be the real charater and manner of life of “the late Mr.
Mofes Norton,

¢<. ORDERS
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““ Orbers and InsTrucrionNs for Mr. SamuiL
“ HrarNe, going on his third Expedition to the
““ North of Churchill River, in queft of a North
“ Wefl Pafage, Copper Mines, or any other thing
< that may be [erviceable to the Britifb Nation in

 general, or the Hudfon's Bay Company in par-
““ ticular y in the year 1770

¢¢ Mr. SaAMUEL HEARNE,

« SIR,

¢ As you have offered your fervice a third time to go
in fearch of the Copper Mine River, &c. and as Ma-
tonabbee, a leading Indian, who has been at thofe
parts, is willing to be your guide, we have accordingly
engaged him for that fervice; but having no other
inftrument on the fame conflru&ion with the quadrant
you had the misfortune to break, we have furnithed
you with an Elton’s quadrant, being the moft proper

inftrument we can now procure for making obferva-
tions on the land.

¢« The above Leader, Matonabbee, and a few off his
beft men, which he has fele¢ted for that purpofe, are
to provide for you, affift you in all things, and con-
du& you to the Copper Mine River; where you muft

“ he
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be careful to obferve the latitude and longitude, alfo
the courfe of the river, the depth of the water, the
fituation of the Copper Mines, &c. but your firft in-
ftru&ions, of November fixth, one thoufand feven hun-
dred and fixty-nine, being fufficiently full, we refer
you to every part thereof for the better regulatlon of
your condu¢t during this journey.

¢ As you and your Indian companions are fitted out
with every thing that we think is neceffary, (or at leaft
as many ufeful articles as the nature of travelling in
thofe parts will admit of,) you are hereby defired to
proceed on your journey as foon as poflible ; and your

prefent guide has promifed to take great care of you,
and condu& you out and home with all convenient

i peed.

¢ I conclude with my beft wifhes for your health and
happinefs, together with a fuccefsful journey, and a

¢ quick return in fafety. Amen.

¢ (Signedy Moses NorToN, Governor.

“ Dated at Prince of Wales’s Fort,
“ 7th December, 1770.”

On the feventh of December I fet out on my third

J°11rney, and the weather, confidering the feafon of the
year, was for fome days pretty mild. One of Matonab -
bee’s wives being ill, occafioned us to walk fo flow, that
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it was the thirteenth before we arrived at Seal River; at
which time two men and their wives left us, whofe loads,
when added to thofe of the remainder of my crew, made
a very material difference, efpecially as Matonabbee’s wife:
was fo ill as to be obliged to be hauled on a {ledge.

Finding deer and all other game very fcarce, and not
knowing how long it might be before we could reach any

place where they were in greater plenty, the Indians
walked as far each day as their loads and other circum-

ftances would conveniently permit.  On the fixteenth, we
arrived at Egg River, where Matonabbee and the reft of
my crew had laid up fome provifions and other neceffarics,
when on their journey to the Fert. On going to the
place where they thought the provifions had been care~
fully fecured from all kinds of wild beafts, they had the:
mortification to find that fome of their countrymen, with
whom the Governor had firft traded and difpatched from
the Fort, had robbed the ftore of every article, as well as
of fome of their moft ufeful implements. = This lofs was
more {everely felt, as there was a total want of every kind
of game; and the Indians, not expe&ing to meet with
{o great a difappointment, had not ufed that ceconomy in
the expenditure of the oatmeal and other provifions which
they had received at the Fort, as they probably would have
done, had they not relied firmly on finding a fupply at
this place. This difappointment and lofs was borne by the
Indians with the oreateft fortitude; and I did not hear

onc
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one of them breathe the leaft hint of revenge in cafe they 1770
thould ever difcover the offenders: the only effet it had Deccaber.
on them was, that of making them put the beft foot fore-

moft. This was thought {o neceflary, that for fome time

we walked every day from morning till night. 'The days,
however, being fhort, our fledges heavy, and fome of the

road very bad, our progrefs feldom exceeded fixteen or
eighteen miles a day, and fome days we did not travel {o

much.

On the cighteenth, as we were continuing our courfe 18t
to the North Weft, up a f{mall creek that empties itfelf
into Egg River, we faw the tracks of many deer which
had croffed that part a few days before 5 at that time there
was not a frefh track to be feen: fome of the Indians,
however, who had lately paffed that way, had killed
more than they had occafion for, fo that feveral joints of
good meat were found in their old tent-places; which,
though only fuflicient for one good meal, were very ac-
ceptable, as we had been in exceeding ftraitened circum-
ftances for many days.

On the nineteenth, we purfued our courfe in the = roth
North Weft quarter ; and, after leaving the abové-men-
tioned creck, traverfed nothing but entire barren ground,
with empty bellies, till the twenty-feventh; for though 2y,
we arrived at fome woods on the twenty-fixth, and faw
a few deer, four of which the Indians killed, they were

K2 at
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at fo great a diftance from the place on which we lay, that
it was the twenty-feventh before the meat was brought
to the tents. Here the Indians propofed to continue one
day, under pretence of repairing their fledges and {now
thoes ; but from the little attention thcy paid to thofe
repairs, I was led to think that the want of food was the
chief thing that detained them, as they never ceafed

eating the whole day. Indeed for many days before we
had been in great want, and for the laft three days had

not tafted a morfel of any thing, except a pipe of tobacco
and a drink of fnow water ; and as we wa'ked daily {from
morning till night, and were all heavy laden, our ftrength
began to fail. 1 muft confefs that I never {pent {o dull a
Chriftmas; and when I recolle@ed the merry feafon which
was then pafling, and refleéted no the immenfe quantities,
and great variety of delicacies which were then expend-
ing in every part of Chriftendom, and that with a pro-
fufion bordering on wafte, I could not refiain from wifhing
mylelf again in Europe, if it had been only to have had an
opportunity of alleviating the extreme hunger which I
fuffered with the refufe of the table of any onc of my
acquaintance. My Indians, however, fill kept in good
{pirits; and as we were then acrofs all the barren ground,
and faw a few frefh tracks of decr, they began to think
that the worft of the road was over for that winter, and
flattered me with the expectition of foon meeting with
deer and other game in greater plenty than we had done
fince our departure from the Fort.

IX Early
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Farly in the morning of the twenty-eighth, we again  1770.
fet out, and dire@cd our courfe to the Weftward, through Decomber
thick f{hrubby woods, confifting chiefly of ill-fhaped
ftunted pines, with {fmall dwarf junipers, intermixed here
and there, particularly round the margins of ponds and
fwamps, with dwarf willow bufhes; and among the rocks
and fides of the hills were alfo fome {fmall poplars.

On the thirtieth, we arrived at the Eaft fide of Ifland o,
Lake, where the Indians killed two large buck deer; but
the rutting fcafon was {o lately over, that their flefh was
only eatable by thofe who could not procure better food.
In the evening, Matonabbee was taken very ill; and from the
nature of his complaint, I judged his illnefs to have pro-
ceeded from the enormous quantity of meat that he had
eat on the twenty-feventh, as he had been indifpofed ever
fince that time. Nothing is more common with thofe
Indians, after they have eat as much at a fitting as would
ferve fix moderate men, than to find themfelves out of
order ; but not one of them can bear to hear that it is the
effect of eating too much: in defence of which they fay,
that the meancft of the animal creation knows when
hunger is fatisfied, and will leave oft’ accordingly. This,
however, is a falfe aflertion, advanced knowingly in {up-
port of an abfurd argument ; for it is well known by them,
as well as all the Southern Indians, that the black bear,
who, for fize and the delicacy of its fleth, may juftly
be called a refpe@able animal, is fo far from knowing

when
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when its hunger is fatisfied, that, in the Summer, when
the berries are ripe, it will gorge to fuch a degree, that it
frequently, and even daily, vomits up great quantities of
new-{wallowed fruit, before it has undergone any change

‘in the ftomach, and immediately renews its repaft with as

much eagernefs as before.

Notwithftanding the Northern Indians are at times {o
voracious, yet they bear hunger with a degree of fortitude
which, as Mr. Ellis juftly obferves of the Southern Indians,
¢ is much eafier to admire, than to imitate.” I have
more than once feen the Northern Indians, at the end of
three or four days fafting, as merry and jocofe on the fub-
je&, asif they had voluntarily impofed it on themfelves ;
and would afk each other in the plaineft terms, and in the
merrieft mood, If they had any inclination for an intrigue
with a ftrange woman ? I muft acknowledge that examples
of this kind were of infinite fervice to me, as they tended
to keep up my {pirits on thofe occafions, with a degree of
fortitude that would have been impoflible for me to have
done had the Indians behaved in a contrary manner, and
exprefled any apprehenfion of ftarving.

Early in the morning of the thirty-firft, - we con-
tinued our journey, and walked about fourteen miles
to the Weftward on Ifland Lake, where we fixed our
refidence ; but Matonabbee was at this time fo ill as to
be obliged to be hauled on a fledge the whole day. The

next
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next morning, however, he fo far recovered as to be ca-
pable of walking; when we proceeded on to the Weft
and Weft by North, about fixteen miles farther on the
fame Lake, till we arrived at two tents, which con-
tained the remainder of the wives and families of my
guides, who had been waiting there for the return of their
hufbands from the Fort. Here we found only two men,
though there were upward of twenty women and child-
ren ; and as thofe two men had no gun or ammunition,
they had no other method of fupporting them{elves and the
women, but by catchlng fith, and fnaring a few rabbits :

the latter were {carce, but the former were cafily caught in
confiderable numbers either with nets or hooks. The

fpecies of fifh generally caught in the nets are tittemeg,
pike, and bqrbl ; and the only forts caught with hooks
are trout, pike, burbut, and a fmall fifh, erroneoufly
called by the Englith tench: the Southern Indians call it
the toothed tittemeg, and the Northern Indians call it
Jaint eab. They are delicate eating ; being nearly as firm
as a perch, and generally very fat. They feldom exceed
a foot in length, and in fhape much refemble a gurnard,,
except that of having a very long broad fin on the back,
like a perch, but this fin is not armed with fimilar
fpikes. The fcales are large, and of a {ooty brown.
They are generally moft efteemed when broiled or roafted
with the fcales on, of cousfe the fkin is not caten.,
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As the Captain [Matonabbee] and one man were indif-
poled, we did not move on the fecond of January ; but
early in the morning of the third fet out, and walked
about feven miles to the North Weftward, five of which
were on the above mentioned Lake ; when the Indians
having killed two deer, we put up for the night.

Ifland Lake (near the center) is in latitude 60° 45
North, and 102° 25" Weft longitude, from London ; and
is, at the part we crofled, about thirty-five miles wide :
but from the North Eaft to the South Weft it is much
larger, and entirely full of iflands, fo near to each other
as to make the whole Lake refemble a jumble of ferpentine
rivers and creeks ; and it is celebrated by the natives as
abounding with great plenty of fine fith during the begin-
ning of the Winter. At different parts of this Lake moft
part of the wives and families of thofe Northern Indians
who vifit Prince of Wales’s Fort in O&ober and Novem-
ber generally refide, and wait for their return ; as there is
little fear of their being in want of provifions, even with-
out the afliftance of a gun and ammunition, which is a
point of real confequence to them. The Lake is plenti-
fully fupplied with water from feveral fmall rivulets and
creeks which run into it at the South Weft end ; and it
empties itfelf by means of other fmall rivers which run
to the North Eaft, the principal of which is Nemace-a-
feepee-a-fifh, or Little Fifh River. Many of the iflands,

as
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as well as the main land round this Lake, abound with
dwarf woods, chiefly pines; but in fome parts intermixed
with larch and {mall birch trees. The land, like all the
reft which lies to the North of Seal River, is hilly, and full
of rocks; and though none of the hills are high, yet as
few of the woods grow on their fummits, they in general
fhew their fnowy heads far above the woods which grow
in the vallies, or thofe which are {cattered about their fides.

After leaving Ifland Lake, we continued our old courfe
between the Weft and North Weft, and travelled at the
eafy rate of eight or nine miles a day. Provifions of all
kinds were {carce till the fixteenth, when thé Indians

killed twelve deer. This induced us to put up, though
éar]y in the day; and finding great plenty of deer in the
neighbourhood of our little encampment, it was agreed
by all parties to remain a few days, in order to dry and
pound fome meat to make it lighter for carriage.

Having, by the twenty-fecond, provided a fufficient
ftock of provifion, properly prepared, to carry with us, and
repaired our fledges and fnow-{hoes, we again purfued our
courfe in the North Weft quarter ; and in the afternoon
{poke with a ftranger, an Indian, who had one of Mato-
nabbee’swives under hiscare. Hedid not remain in our com-
pany above an hour, as he only fmoked part of a few pipes
with his friends, and returned to his tent, which could not
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be far diftant from the place where we lay that night, as
the woman and her two children joined us next morning,
before we had taken down our tent and made ready for
moving. Thofe people were the firft firangers whom we
had met fince we left the Fort, though we had travelled
feveral hundred miles ; which is a proof that this part of
the country is but thinly inhabited. Itisa truth well
known to the natives, and doubtlefs founded on experi-
ence, that there are many very extenfive trads of land
in thofe parts, which are incapable of affording fupport to
any number of the human race even during the thort
time they are pafling through them, in the capacity of
migrants, from one place to another ; much lefs are they
capable of affording a conftant fupport to thofe who
might with to make them their fixed refidence at any
feafon of the year. Itis true, that few rivers or lakes
in thofe parts are entirely deftitute of fith; but the un-
certainty of meeting with a fufficient fupply for any con-
fiderable time together, makes the natives very cautious
how they put their whole dependance on that article, as it
has too frequently been the means of many hundreds being
ftarved to death. ;

By the twenty-third, deer were fo plentiful that the In-
dians feemed to think that, unlefs the feafon, contrary to
expedtation and general experience, fhould prove unfa-
vourable, there would be no fear of our being in want of

provifions
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provifions during the reft of the Winter, as deer had always
been known to be in great plenty in the dire&ion which
they intended to walk.

On the third of February, we continued our courfe
to the Weft by North and Weft North Weft, and were {o
near the edge of the woods, that the barren ground was
in fight to the Northward. As the woods trended away
to the Weft, we were obliged to alter our courfe to Weft
by South, for the fake of keeping among them, as well

as the deer. 1In the courfe of this day’s walk we faw fe-
veral ftrangers, {fome of whom remained in our company,

while others went on their refpective ways.

On the fixth, we croflfed the main branch of Catha-
whachaga River; which, at that part, is about three quar-
ters of a mile broad ; and after walking three miles farther,
came to the fide of Coffed Whoie, or Partridge Lake ;
but the day being far {pent, and the weather exceffively
cold, we put up for the night.

Early in the morning of the feventh, the weather being
ferene and clear, we fet out, and crofied the above mentioned
Lake; which at that part is about fourteen miles wide; but

from the South South Weft to North North Eaft is much
larger. It is impoflible to defcribe the intenfenefs of the
cold which we experienced this day; and the difpatch we
made in crofling the lake is almoft incredible, as it was
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performed by the greateft part of my crew in lefs than
two hours; though fome of the women, who were heavy
laden, took a much longer time. Several of the Indians
were much frozen, but none of them more difagreeably fo
than one of Matonabbee’s wives, whofe thighs and but-
tocks were in a manner incrufted with froft; and when
thawed, feveral blifters arofe, nearly as large as theeps’ blad-
ders.  The pain the poor woman fuffered on this occafion
was greatly aggravated by the laughter and jeering of her
companions, who faid that {he was rightly ferved for belt-
ing her clothes fo high. I muft acknowledge that I was
not in the number of thofe who pitied her, as I thought
fhe took too much pains to fhew a clean heel and good
leg ; her garters being always in fight, which, though by
no means confidered here as bordering on indecency, is
by far too airy to withftand the rigorous cold of a fe-
vere winter in a high Northern latitude. I doubt not
that the laughter of her companions was excited by fimila

ideas.

’

When we got on the Weft fide of Partridge Lake we
continued our courfe for many days toward the Weft by
South and Weft South Weft; when deer were {o plentiful,
and the Indians killed fuch vaft numbers, that notwith-
ftanding we frequently remained three, four, or five days
in a place, to eat up the {poils of our hunting, yet at our
departure we frequently left great quantities of good meat
behind vs, which we could neither eat nor carry with us.

This
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This condué is the more excufable among people whofe
wandering manner of life and contracted ideas make
every thing appear to them as the effe@ of mere chance.

The great uncertainty of their- ever vifiting this or that
part a fecond time, induces them to think there is nothing
either wrong or improvident in living on the beft the
country will afford, as they are pafling through it from
place to place; and they feem willing that thofe who come
after them fhould take their chance, as they have done.

On the twenty-firft, we croffed The-whole-kyed
Whoie, or Snowbird Lake, which at that part was about

twelve or thirteen miles wide, though from North to South
it is much larger. As deer were as plentiful as before, we
expended much time in killing and cating them. This
Matonabbee affured me was the beft way we could em-
ploy ourfelves, as the feafon would by no means permit us
to proceed in a dire& line for the Copper-mine River 5 but
when the Spring advanced, and the deer began to draw out
to the barren ground, he would then, he faid, proceed in
{fuch a manner as to leave no room to doubt of our arrival
at the Copper-mine River in proper time.

On the fecond of March, we lay by the fide of Whool-
dyah’d Whoie or Pike Lake, and not far from Doo-baunt
Whoie River. On the next day we began to crofs the above
mentoned Lake, but after walking feven miles on it to the
Weft South Weft, we arrived at a large tent of Northern

Indians,
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Indians, who had been living there from the beginning
of the Winter, and had found a plentiful fubfiftence by
catching deer in a pound. This kind of employment is
performed in the following manner :

When the Indians defign to impound deer, they look
out for one of the paths in which a number of them
have trod, and which is obferved to be ftill frequented by
them. When thefe paths crofs a lake, a wide river, or a
barren plain, they are found to be much the beft for the
purpofe ; and if the path run through a clufter of woods,
capable of affording materials for building the pound, it
adds confiderably to the commodioufnefs of the fituation.
The pound is built by making a ftrong fence with bruthy
trees, without obferving any degree of regularity, and the
work is continued to any extent, according to the pleafure

of the builders. 1 have {een fome that were not lefs than
a mile round, and am informed that there are others ftill

more extenfive, The door, or entrance of the pound,
is not larger than a common gate, and the infide is fo
crowded with {fmall counter-hedges as very much to re-
femble a maze; in every opening of which they fet a fnare,
made with thongs of parchment deer-fkins well twifted
together, which are amazingly ftrong. One end of the
fnare is ufually made faft to a growing pole; but if no
one of a fufficient fize can be found near the place where
the {nare is fet, a loofe pole is fubftituted in its room, which
is always of fuch fize and length that a deer cannot drag it

far
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far before it gets entangled among the other woods, which
are all left ftanding except what is found neceffary for
making the fence, hedges, &c.

The pound being thus prepared, a row of {mall brufh-
wood is ftuck up in the fnow on each fide the door or
entrance ; and thefe hedge-rows are continued along the
open part of the lake, river, or plain, where neither ftick
nor ftump befides is to be feen, which makes them the
more diftinétly obferved. Thefe poles, or brufh-wood,
are generally placed at the diftance of fifteen or twenty
yards from each other, and ranged in fuch a manner as to
form two fides of a long acute angle, growing gradually

wider in proportion to the diftance they extend from the
entrance of the pound, which fometimes is not lefs than
two or threec miles; while the deer’s path is exadtly
along the middle, between the two rows of brufh-wood.

Indians ernployed on this fervice always pitch their tent
on or near to an eminence that affords a commanding pro-
{pe@ of the path leading to the pound; and when they
fee any deer going that way, men, women, and child-
ren walk along the lake or river-fide under cover of the
woods, till they get behind them, then ftep forth to
open view, and proceed towards the pound in the form
of a crefcent. The poor timorous deer finding them-
felves purfued, and at the fame time taking the two rows
of brufthy poleos to be two ranks of people ftationed
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to prevent their pafling on either fide, run ftraight for-
ward in the path till they get into the pound. The In-
dians then clofe in, and block up the entrance with fome
brufhy trees, that have been cut down and lie at hand
for that purpofe. The deer being thus enclofed, - the
women and children walk round the pound, to prevent
them from breaking or jumping over the fence, while the
men are employed {pearing fuch as are entangled in the
{nares, and fhooting with bows and arrows thofe which
remain loofe in the pound,

This method of hunting, if it deferve the name, is fome-
times {o fuccefsful, that many families fubfift by it with-
out having occafion to move their tents above once or twice
during the courfe of a whole winter; and when the
Spring advances, both the deer and Indians draw out to
the Eaftward, on the ground which is entirely barren, or
at leaft what is fo called in thofe parts, as it neither pro-
duces trees or fhrubs of any kind, fo that mofs and
fome little grafs is all the herbage which is to be found on
it. Such an eafy way of procuring a comfortable main-
tenance in the Winter months, (which is by far the worft
time of the year,) is wonderfully well adapted to the fup-
port of the aged and infirm, but is too apt to occafion
a habitual indolence in the young and acive, who fre-
quently fpend a whole Winter in this indolent man-
ner: and as thofe parts of the country are almoft def-
titute of every animal of the furr kind, it cannot be fup-

pofed
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pofed that thofe who indulge themfelves in this indolent
‘method of procuring feod can be mafters of any thing
for trade; whereas thofe who do not get their livelihood
at {o eafy a rate, generally procure furrs enough during
the Winter to purchafe a fuflicient fupply of ammunition,
and other European goods, to laft them another year.
This is nearly the language of the more induftrious among
them, who, of courfe, are of moft importance and value
to the Hudfon’s Bay Company, as it is from them the
furrs are procured which compofe the greateft part of
Churchill trade. But in my opinion, there cannot exift a
ftronger proof that mankind was not created to enjoy hap-
pincfs in this'world, than the condué of the miferable
beings who inhabit this wretched part of it; as none but
the aged and infirm, the women and children, a few of
the more indolent and unambitious part of them, will
fubmit to remain in the parts where food and clothing
are procured in this eafy manner, becaufe no animals are
produced there whofe furrs are valuable. And what do the
more induftrious gain by giving themfelves all this addi-
tional trouble? The real wants of thefe people are few,
- and eafily fupplied ; a hatchet, an ice-chifiel, a file, and
a knife, areall that is required to enable them, with a little
induftry, to procure a comfortable livelihood; and thofe
who endeavour to poflefls more, are always the moft un-
happy, and may, in fa&, be faid to be only flaves and
carriers to the reft, whofe ambition never leads them
te any thing beyond the means of procuring feod
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and clothing. It is true, the carricrs pride themfelves
much on the refpeé which is fhewn to them at the
Factory ; to obtain which they frequently run great rifques
of being ftarved to death in their way thither and back ;
and all that they can poflibly get there for the furrs they
procure after a year’s toil, feldom amounts to more than is
fufficient to yield a bare fubfiftence, and a few furrs for
the enfuing year’s market; while thofe whom they call
indolent and mean-fpirited live generally in a ftate of
plenty, without trouble or rifque ; and confequently muft
be the moft happy, and, in truth, the moft independent
alfo. It muft be allowed that they are by far the greateft
philofophers, as they never give themfelves .the trouble to
acquire what they can do well enough without. The
deer they kill, furnithes them with food, and a variety of
warm and comfortable clothing, either with or without
the hair, according as the feafons require ; and it muft be
very hard indeed, if they cannot get furrs enough in the
courfe of two or three years, to purchafea hatchet, and fuch
other edge-tools as are neceflary for their purpofe. In-
deed, thofe who take no concern at all about procuring
furrs, have generally an opportunity of providing them-
{elves with all their real wants from their more induftrious
countrymen, in exchange for provifions, and ready-drefled

fkins for clothing.

It is undoubtedly the duty of every one of the Com-
pany’s fervants to encourage a fpirit of induftry among

the
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the natives, and to ufe every means in their power to in-
duce them to procure furrs and other commodities for trade,
by afluring them of a ready purchafe and good payment
for every thing they bring to the Factory : and I can truly
fay, that this has ever been the grand obje& of my at-
tention. But I muft at the fame time confefs, that {uch
condu& is by no means for the real benefit of the poor
Indians; it being well known that thofe who have the leaft
intercourfe with the Fa&ories, are by far the happieft.  As
their whole aim is to procure a comfortable fubfiftence,
they take the moft prudent methods toaccomplifhit ; and
by always following the lead of the deer, are feldom ex-
pofed to the griping hand of famine, fo frequently felt by
thofe who are called the annual traders. It is true, that
there are few of the Indians, whofe manner of life I have
juft defcribed, but have once in their lives at leaft vifited
Prince of Wales’s Fort; and the hardfhips and dangers
which moft of them experienced on thofe occafions, have
left fuch a lafting impreflion on their minds, that nothing
can induce them to repeat their vifits: nor is it, in fa&,
the intereft of the Company that people of this eafy turn,
and who require only as much iron-work at a time as can
be purchafed with three or four beaver fkins, and that
only once in two or three years, fhould be invited to the
Facories ; becaufe what they beg and fteal while there,
is worth, in the way of trade, three times the quantity
of furrs which they bring. For this reafon, it is much
more for the intereft of the Company that the an-

M 2 nual
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nual traders fhould buy up all thofe {mall quantities of
furrs, and bring them in their own name, than that a
parcel of beggars fhould be encouraged to come to the
Factory with fcarcely as many furrs as will pay for the.
victuals they eat while they are on the plantation.

I have often heard. it obferved, that the Indians who.
attend the deer-pounds might, in the courfe of a Win-
ter, colle& a vaft number of pelts, which would well
deferve the attention of thofe who are called carriers or
traders 3 but it is a truth, though unknown to thofe {pe-
culators, that the deer fkins at that feafon are not only as:
thin as a bladder,. but are alfo full of warbles, which ren-
der them of little or no value. Indeed, were they a more.
marketable commodity than they really are, the remote.
fituation of thofe pounds from the Company’s Faétories,
muft for ever be an unfurmountable barrier to the Indians
bringing any of thofe fkins to trade. The fame obfervation
may be made of all the other Northern Indians, whofe chief
fupport, the whole year round, is venifon ; but the want of.
heavy draught in Winter, and water-carriage in Summer,
will not permit them to bring many deer fkins to market,
not even thofe that are in feafon, and. for which there has
always been great encouragement given..

We ftopped only. one night in company with the In-
dians. whom we met on Pike Lake, and in the morning
of the fourth, proceeded to crofs the remainder of that

Lake
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Lake; but, though the weather was fine, and though
the Lake was not more than twenty-feven miles broad at
the place where we croffed it, yet the Indians loft fo much

time at play, that it was the feventh before we arrived on
the Weft fide of it. During the whole time we were
crofling it, each night we found either points of land, or
iflands, to put up in. On the eighth, we lay a httlc to
the Eaft North Eaft of Black Bear Hill, where the In-
dians killed two deer, which were the firft we had feen
for ten days; but having plenty of dried meat and fat
with us, we were by no means in want during any part
of that time. On the ninth, we proceeded on our courfe
to the Weftward, and foon met with as great plenty of
deer as- we had feen during any part of our journey ;
which, no doubt, made things go on fmooth and eafy:
and as the Spring advanced, the rigour of the Winter na-
turally abated, fo that at times we had fine pleafant
weather over-head, though it was never fo warm as to
occafion any thaw, unlefs in fuch places as lay expofed to

the mid-day fun, and were fheltered: from all the cold.

winds.

On the nineteenth, as we were continuing our courfe to

the Weft and Weft by South, we faw the tracks of feveral -

firangers; and on following the main path, we arrived
that night at five tents of Northern Indians, who had re-
fided there great part of the Winter, {naring deer in the

fame manner as thofe before mentioned. . Indeed, it {hould
feem
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feem that this, as well as fome other places, had been
frequented more than once on this occafion ; for the wood
that had been cut down for fewel, and other ufes, wasalmoft
incredible. Before morning, the weather became fo bad,
and the ftorm continued to rage with fuch violence, that we
did not move for feveral days ; and as fome of the Indians
we met with at this place were going to Prince of Wales’s
Fort in the Summer, I embraced the opportunity of {fending
by them a Letter to the Chief at that Fort, agreeably to the
tenor of my inftru&ions. By fumming up my courfes and
diftances from my laft obfervation, for the weather at that
time would not permit me to obferve, I judged myfelf to
be in latitude 61° 30" North, and about 19° 60" of longi- -
tude to the Weft of Churchill River. This, and fome
accounts of the ufage I received from the natives, with my
opinion of the future fuccefs of the journey, formed the

contents of my Letter.

On the twenty-third, the weather became fine and mo-
derate, fo we once more purfued our way, and the next
day, as well as on the twenty-fixth, faw feveral more
tents of Northern Indians, who were employed in the
fame manner as thofc we had formerly met; but fome of
them having had bad fuccefs, and being relations or ac-
quaintances of part of my crew, joined our company, and
procceded with us to the Weftward. Though the deer
did not then keep regular paths, fo as to enable the In-

dians to catch them in pounds, yet they were to be met
2 with
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with in great abundance in fcattered herds; fo that my
companions killed as many as they pleafed with their
guns.

We ftill continued our courfe to the Weft and Weft by
South, and on the eighth of April, arrived at a {mall
Lake, called Thelewey-aza-yeth; but with what propriety
it is fo called I cannot difcover, for the meaning of
Theleweywaza—yeth is Little Fifh Hill: probably fo called
from a high hill which ftands on a long point near the
Weft end of the Lake. On an ifland in this Lake we

pitched our tents, and the Indians finding deer very nu-
merous, determined to ftay here fome time, in order to

dry and pound meat to take with us; for they well knew,
by the feafon of the year, that the deer were then draw-
ing out to the barren ground, and as the Indians propofed
to walk due North on our leaving the Lake, it was un-
certain when we fhould again meet with any more. As
feveral Indians had during the Winter joined our party,
our number had now increafed to {even tents, which in
the whole contained not lefs than feventy perfons.

Agreeably to the Indians’ propofals we remained at
Thelewey-aza-yeth ten days; during which time my
companions were bufily employed (at their intervals
from hunting) in preparing fmall ftaves of birch-wood,
about one and a quarter inch {quare, and feven or eight

feet long, Thefe ferve as tent-poles all the Summer,
while
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while on the barren ground ; and as the fall advances, are
converted into fnow-fhoe frames for Winter ufe.  Birch-
rind, together with timbers and other wood-work for
building canoss, were alfo another obje& of the Indian’s
attention while at this place; but as the canoes were not
to be fet up till our arrival at Clowey, (which was many
miles diftant,) all the wood-work was reduced to its pro-

per fize, for the fake of making it light for carriage.

As to myfelf, I had little to do, except to make a few
obfervations for determining the latitude, bringing up my
journal, and filling up my chart to the prefent time. I
found the latitude of this place 61° 30" North, and its
longitude, by my account, 1¢° Weft of Prince of Wales’s
Fort.

Having a good ftock of dried provifians, and moft of
the neceflary work for canoes all ready, on the cighteenth
we moved about nine or ten miles to the North North
Weft, and then came to a tent of Northern Indians who
were tenting on the North fide of Thelewey-aza River.
From thefe Indians Matonabbee purchafed another wife ;
fo that he had now no lefs than feven, moft of whom
would for fize have made good grenadiers. He prided
kimfelf much in the height and ftrength of his wives, and
would frequently fay, few women would carry or haul
heavier loads; and though they had, in general, a very maf-
culine appearance, yet he preferred them to thofe of a

more
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more delicate form and moderate ftature. In a country
like this, where a partner in exceflive hard labour is the
chief motive for the union, and the fofter endearments
of a conjugal life are only confidered as a fecondary
objedt, there feems to be great propriety in fuch a choice;
but if all the men were of this way of thinking, what
would become of the greater part of the women, who in
general are but of low ftature, and many of them of a moft
delicate make, though not of the exadeft proportion, or
moft beautiful mould ? Take them in a body, the women

are as deftitute of real beauty as any nation I ever faw,
though there are fome few of them, when young, who are
tolerable; but the care of a family, added to their con-

ftant hard labour, foon make the moft beautiful among
them look old and wrinkled, even before they are thirty ;
and feveral of the more ordinary oncs at that age are perfe@
antidotes to love and gallantry.  This, however, docs not
render them lefs dear and valuable to their owners, which
1s a lucky circumftance for thofe women, and a certain
Proof that there is no fuch thing as any rule or ftandard
for beauty. Afk a Northern Indian, what is beauty ? he
we will anfwer, a broad flat face, {mall eyes, high cheek-
bones, three or four broad black lines a-crofs each cheek,
A low forchead, a large broad chin, a clumfy hook-nofe,
a tawncy hide, and breafts hanging down to the belt,
Thofe beauties are greatly heightened, or at lealt rendered
More valuable, when the poffeflor is capable of drefling
all kinds of fkins, converting them into the different parts

N of
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of their clothing, and able to carry eight or ten * flone
in Summer, or haul a much greater weight in Winter.
Thefe, and other fimilar accomplithments, are all that
are fought after, or expe&ed, of a Northern Indian woman.
As to their temper, it is of little confequence ; for the men
have a wonderful facility in making the moft ftubborn
comply with as much alacrity as could poflibly be expected
from thofe of the mildeft and moft obliging turn of mind;
{o that the only real difference is, the one obeys through fear,
and the other complies cheerfully from a willing mind; both
knowing that what is commanded muft be done. They
are, in fa&, all kept at a great diftance, and the rank they
hold in the opinion of the men cannot be better exprefled
or explained, than by obferving the method of treating
or ferving them at meals, which would appear very humi-
liating, to an European woman, though cuftom makes it
fit light on thofe whofe lot it is to bear it. It is neceflary
to obferve, that when the men kill any large beaft, the
women are always fent to bring it to the tent: when it is
brought there, every operation it undergoes, fuch as {plit-
ting, drying, pounding, &c. is performed by the women.
When any thing is to be prepared for eating, it is the
women who cook it; and when it is done, the wives
and daughters of the greateft Captains in the country are
never ferved, till all the males, even thofe who are in the
capacity of fervants, have eaten what they think proper ;

* The ftone here meant is fourteen pounds.

and
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and in times of fcarcity it is frequently their lot to be left
without a fingle morfel. It is, however, natural to think
they take the liberty of helping themfelves in fecret; but
this muft be done with great prudence, as capital em-
bezzlements of provifions in fuch times are looked on as
affairs of real confequence, and frequently fubje& them to
a very fevere beating.  If they are pradifed by a woman
whofe youth and inattention to domeftic concerns cannot
plead in her favour, they will for ever be a blot in her
chara&er, and few men will chufe to have her for a wife.

Finding plenty of good birch growing by the fide of
Theley-aza River, we remained there for a few days, in
order to complete all the wood-work for the canoes, as

“awvell as for every other ufe for which we could poflibly

want it on the barren ground, during our Summer’s
cruife. On the twentieth, Matonabbee fent one of his
brothers, and fome others, a-head, with birch-rind and
wood-work for a canoe, and gave them orders to proceed
to a fmall Lake near the barren ground called Clowey,
where they were defired to make all poffible hafte in build-

ing the canoe, that it might be ready on our arrival.

Having finifhed fuch wood-work as the Indians thought
would be neceffary, and having augmented our ftock
of dried meat and fat, the twenty-firlt was appointed
for moving; but one of the women having been taken
in labour, and it being rather an extraordinary cafe, we

N2 were

o
1771,
April,

20th.



Q2

1771 ‘
77

April.

A JOURNEY TO THE

were detained more than two days. - The inftant, how-
ever, the poor woman was delivered, which was not
until the had fuffered all the pains ufually felt on thofe
occafions for near fifty-two hours, the fignal was made
for movi ng when the poor creature took her infant on
her back and fet out with the reft of the company;
and though another perfon had the humanity to haul
her {ledge for her, (for one day only,) fhe was obliged to
carry a confiderable load befide her little charge, and was
frequently obliged to wade knee-deep in water and wet
fnow. Her very looks, exclufive of her moans, were a
fufficient proof of the great pain fhe endured, infomuch
that although fhe was a perfon I greatly difliked, her dif-
trefs at this time {o overcame my prejudice, that I never
felt more for any of her fex in my life; indeed her fighs
pierced me to the foul, and rendered me very miferable,
as it was not in my power to relieve her.

When a Northern Indian woman is taken in labour,
a fmall tent is erefted for her, at {uch a diftance from
the other tents that her cries cannot eafily be heard,
and the other women and young girls are her conftant
vifitants : no male, except children in arms, ever offers
to approach her. It is a circumftance perhaps to be la-
mented, that thefe people never attempt to affift each
other on thofe occafions, even in the moft critical cafes.
'This is in fome meafure owing to delicacy, but more pro-
bably to an opinion they entertain that nature is abun-

dantly
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dantly f{ufficient to perform every thing required, without
any external help whatever. When I informed them
of the afliftance which European women derive from
the fkill and attention of our midwives, they treated it
with the utmoft contempt; ironically obferving, ¢ that
¢ the many hump-backs, bandy-legs, and other deformi-
¢ ties, fo frequent among the Englifh, were undoubtedly
‘“ owing to the great fkill of the perfons who aflifted in
¢ bringing them into the world, and to the extraordinary
¢ care of their nurfes afterward.”

-

A Northern Indian woman after child-birth is rec-
koned unclean for a month or five weeks; during which
time fhe always remains in a {mall tent placed at a little
diftance from the others, with only a female acquaintance
or two; and during the whole time the father never fees
the child. Their reafon for this practice is, that children
when firft born are fometimes not very fightly, having in
general large heads, and but little hair, and are, moreover,
often difcoloured by the force of the labour; fo that were
the father to fee them to fuch great difadvantage, he might
probably take a diflike to them, which never afterward
could be removed.

The names of the children are always given to them
by the parents, or fome perfon near of kin. Thofe of the
boys are various, and generally derived from fome place,
feafon, or animal; the names of the girls are chiefly

taken
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taken from fome part or property of a Martin; fuch
as, the White Martin, the Black Martin, the Summer
Martin, the Martin’s Head, the Martin’s Foot, the Martin’s
Heart, the Martin’s Tail, &c. *

On the twenty-third, as I hinted above, we began
to move forward, and to fhape our courfe nearly North;
but the weather was in general {o hot, and fo much fhow
had, in confequence, been melted, as made it bad walkin
in fnow-fhoes, and fuch exceeding heavy hauling, that it
was the third of May before we could arrive at Clowey,
though the diftance was not above eighty-five miles from
Thelewey-aza-yeth.  In our way we croffed part of two
{mall Lakes, called Tittameg Lake and Scartack Lake ;

neither of which are of any note, though both abound
with fine fith,

* Matonabbee had eight wives, and they were all called Martins,

CHAP.
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Tranfaétions at Clowey, and on our Journey, till our
Arrival at the Copper-mine River,

Several firange Indians join us—Indians employed building cances ; de-

JSeription and ufe of them—DMore Indians join wus, to the amount of

Jome bundreds.—Leave Clowey.—Receive intelligence that Keelfbies

as near usc—Two young men difpatched for my letters and goods.—
Arrive at Pefbew Lake ; crofs part of it, and make a large finoke—
One of Matonabbee’s wives elopes.—Some remarks on the natives.—Keel-
fhies joins us, and delivers my letters, but the goods were all expended.
—-A Northern Indian wifbes to take one of Matonabbec's wives
JSrom bim ; matters compromifed, but bad like to bave proved fatal to
my progrefs.—Crofs Pefbeaw Lake, when I make proper arrangements for
the remainder of my journey.—Many Indians join our party, in order

to make war on the Efguimaux at the Copper River.—Preparations
made for that pmpg/é while at Clowey.—Proceed on our journey to the
North.—Some remarks on the way.—Crofs Cogead Lake on the ice.—
The Sun did not fet.—drrive at C'o;qgc’mfbawbacbaga.—Fi?zd ﬁ'iwraf
Copper Indians there.~Remarks and tranfactions during our flay at
Congecathawbachaga.—Proceed on our journey.—~Weather very bad.—
Arrive at the Stoney Mountains.—Some account of them—~—Crofs part
of Buffalo Lake on the ice.—~Saw many mufk-oxen.—Defcription of
them.—Went with fome Indians to view Grizzle-bear Hill— foin a
Sftrange Northern Indian Leader, called @lye, in company with fome
Copper Indians—Their bebaviour to me~—drrive at the Copper-mine
River,

THE Lake Clowey is not much more than twelve

miles broad in the wideft part. A {mall river which
runs into it on the Weft fide, is faid by the Indians to

join the Athapufcow Lake.
2 On
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On our arrival at Clowey on the third of May, we
found that the Captain’s brother, and thofe who were fent
a-head with him from Theley-aza River, had only got
there two days before us ; and, on account of the weather,
had not made the leaft progrefs in building the canoe, the
plan of which they had taken with them. The fame day
we got to Clowey feveral other Indians joined us from
different quarters, with intent to build their canoes at the
fame place. Some of thofe Indians had refided within

four or five miles, to the South Eaft of Clowey all the
Winter ; and had procured a plentiful livelihood by

fnaring deer, in the manner which has been already de-

{cribed.

Immediately after our arrival at Clowey, the Indians
began to build their canoes, and embraced every conve-
nient opportunity for that purpofe: but as warm and dry

weather only is fit for this bufinefs, which was by no
means the cafe at prefent, it was the eighteenth of Ma

before the canoes belonging to my party could be com-
pleted. On the nineteenth we agreed to proceed on our
journey ; but Matonabbee’s canoe meeting with fome
damage, which took near a whole day to repair, we were
detained till the twentieth.

Thofe veffels, though made of the fame materials with
the canoes of the Southern Indians, differ from them both
in {hape and conftru&ion ; they are alfo much {maller and

lighter,
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lighter ; and though very flight and fimple in their con-
ftru@tion, are neverthelefs the beft that could poflibly be
contrived for the ufe of thofe poor people, who are fre-
quently obliged to carry them a hundred, and fometimes
a, hundred and fifty miles at a time, without having occa-
fion to put them into the water. Indeed, the chief ufe of
thefe canoes is to ferry over unfordable rivers; though
{ometimes, and at a few places, it muft be acknowledged,
that they are of great fervice in killing deer, as they enable
the Indians to crofs rivers and the narrow parts of lakes;

they are alfo ufeful in killing {wans, geefe, ducks, &c. in
the moulting feafon.

All the tools ufed by an Indian in building his canoe,
as well as in making his fnow-fhoes, and every other kind
of wood-work, confift of a hatchet, a knife, a file, and
an awl ; in the ufe of which they are fo dextrous, that
every thing they make is executed with a neatnefs notto
be excelled by the moft expert mechanic, affifted W1th
every tool he could wifh.

In fhape the Northern Indian canoe bears fome refem-~
blance to a weaver’s fhuttle ; being flat-bottomed, with
ﬁraight upright fides, and fharp at each end ; but the flern
is by far the wideft part, as there the baggage 1s gencrally
]ald and occaﬁonally a {fecond perfon, who always lies down
at full length in the bottom of the canoe. In this man-

ner they carry one another acrofs rivers and the narrow
O parts
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parts of lakes in thofe little veflels, which fcldom exceed
twelve or thirteen feet in length, and are from twenty
inches to two fect broad in the wideft part. The head,
or fore part, is unneceflarily. long, and narrow; and
is all covered over with birch-bark, which adds confider-
ably to the weight, without contributing to the burthen
of the veffel. In general, thefe Indians make ufe of the
fingle paddle, though a few have double ones, like ‘the
Efquimaux : the latter, however, are feldom ufed, but
by thofe who lic in wait to kill deer as they crofs rivers

and narrow lakes *,

\

During our ftay at Clowey we were joined by upward
of two hundred Indians from different quarters, moft of
whom built canoes at this place; but as I was under the
proteéion of a principal man, no one offered to moleft

* See Plate IV. where Fig. A reprefents the bottom of the canoe, Fig. B
being the fore-part. Fig. C is the complete frame of one before it is covered
with the bark of the birch-tree : it is reprefented on an artificial bank, which
the natives raife to build it on. Fig. D is an end-view of a fet of timbers,
bent and lafhed in their proper fhape, and left to dry. Fig. E is the repre-
fentation of a complete cance. Fig. F reprefents one of their paddles,
Fig. G a fpear with which they kill deer; and Fig. H, their mode of carrying

the canoe.

- 'The following references are to the feveral parts of the canoe: Fig, C,
1. The ftem. 2. The ftern-poft. 3. Two forked fticks fupporting the
ftem and fetn-poft. 4. The gunwales. 5. Small rods placed between the
timbers and birch-back that covers them. 6. The timbers. 7. The keelfon,
8. Large ftones placed there to keep the bottom fteady till the fides are

fewed on,
me,
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Reference
A The Bottom of the (anoe
B The Forepart .
C The Frame, compleat .
D A Set of Timbers bent and lashed in their proper
shape for drying .
E A Ginoe compleat .
¥ APodi. .
G A Spear to keill Deerwith in the Water .

H T%he method of carpving the Canoe in Sunvner .

Londen, Publiched Jan¥ 1

P 1795, by Cadell & Davice, Strand .

L

2

Reterence to the Skeleton |
The Stem

Stern post .

3 3 Twe forked Sticks, supporting the Stem & eerae
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=

=

The Canwalls |

Small Rods placed bebween the fimbers, & the Birchrind .
The Tunbers .

The Kelvin .

Large Stones, to keep the Bottom steady, till the Sedes

are vewed to .
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me, nor can I fay they were very clamorous for any thing
I'had. This was undoubtedly owing to Matonabbee’s in-
forming them of my true fituation; which was, that I
had not, by any means, fufficient neceflaries for myfelf,
much lefs to give away. The few goods which I had with
me were intended to be referved for the Copper and Dog-
ribbed Indians, who never vifit the Company’s Fa&ories.
Tobacco was, however, always given away; for every one
of any note, who joined us, expected to be treated with a few
pipes, and on fome occafions it was {carcely poflible to getoft
without prefenting a few inches * to them ; which, with
the conftant fupplies which I was obliged to furnith my
own crew, decreafed that article of my ftock {o faft, that
notwithftanding I had yet advanced fo fmall a part of my
journey, more than one half of my ftore was expended.
Gun-powder and fhot alfo were articles commonly afked for
by moft of the Indians we met ; and in general thefe were
dealt round to them with a liberal hand by my guide Ma-
tonabbee. I muft, however, do him the juftice to ac-
knowledge, that what he diftributed was all his own,
which he had purchafed at the Facory; to my certain
knowledge he bartered one hundred and fifty martins’
fkins for powder only ; befides a great number of beaver,
and other furrs, for fhot, ball, iron-work, and tobacco,
purpofcly to give away among his countrymen ; as he had
certainly as many of thefe articles given to him as were, in

* The tobacco ufed in Hudfon’s Bay is the Brafil tobacco; which is twifted

mto the form of a rope, of near an inch diameter, and then wound into'a
large roll; from which it is taken by meafures of length, for the natives.
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his opinion, fufficient for our fupport during our journey
out and home,

Matonabbee’s canoe having been repaired, on the twen-
ticth we left Clowey, and proceeded Northward. That
morning a fmall gang of ftrangers joined us, who informed
my guide, that Captain Keelfhies was within a day’s walk
to the Southward.  Keelfhies was the man by whom 1 had
fent a letter to Prince of Wales’s Fort, from Catha-
whachaga, in the beginning of July one thoufand feven
hundred and feventy ; but not long after that, having the
misfortune to break my quadrant, I was obliged to return
to the Fort a fecond time; and though we faw many
{fmokes, and {poke with feveral Indians on my return
that year, yet he and I miffed each other on the barren
ground, and I had not feen or heard of him{ince that time.

As Matonabbee was defirous that I fhould receive my
letters, and alfo the goods I had written for, he difpatched
two of his young men to bring them. We continued
our journey to the Northward ; and the next day
faw feveral large fmokes at a great diftance to the Eaftward
on the barren ground, which were fuppofed to be made
by fome parties of Indians bound to Prince of Wales’s

Fort with furrs and other commodities for trade.

On the twenty-fecond and twenty-third, we proceeded
to the North, at the rate of fourtcen or fifteen miles
a-day; and in the evening of the latter, got clear of all

the
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the woods, and lay on the barren ground. The fame
evening the two young men who were fent for my let-
ters, &c. returned, and told me that Keelfhies had pro-
mifed to join us in a few days, and deliver the things to
me with his own hand.

The twenty-fourth proved bad and rainy weather, fo
that we only walked about feven miles, when finding a
few blafted ftumps of trees, we pitched our tents. It was
well we did fo, for toward night we had exceflively bad
weather, with loud thunder, ftrong lightning, and heavy
rain, attended with a very hard gale of wind from the
South Weft; toward the next morning, however, the
wind veered round to the North Weft, and the weather
became intenfely cold and frofty. We walked that day
about eight miles to the Northward, when we were
“obliged to put up, being almoft benumbed with cold.
There we found a few dry ftumps, as we had done the day

before, which ferved us for fewel *,
The

* I have obferved, during my feveral journies in thofe parts, that all the way
to the North of Seal River the edge of the wood is faced with old withered
ftumps, and trees which have been blown down by the wind. They are moftly
of the fort which is called here Juniper, but were feldom of any confiderable
fize. ‘Thofe blafted trees are found in fome parts to extend to the diftance of
twenty miles from the living woods, and detached patches of them are much
farther off ; which is a proof that the cold has been increafing in thofe parts
for fome ages. Indeed, fome of the older Northern Indians have affured me,,.
that they have heard their fathers and grandfathers fay, they remembered the

greateft part of thofe places where the trees are now blafted and dead, in a
flourifhing
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The weather on the twenty-fixth was {o bad, with fnow
and thick drifting {leet, that we did not move ; but the
next morning proving fine and pleafant, we dried our
things, and walked about twelve miles to the Northward ;
moft of the way on the ice of a fmall river which runs
into Pefhew Lake *.  We then faw a fmoke to the South-
ward, which we judged to be made by Keelfhies, fo we
put up for the night by the fide of the above-mentioned
Lake, where I expeted we fhould have waited for his
arrival ; but, to my great furprize, on the morrow we
again fet forward, and walked twenty-two miles to the
Northward on Pefhew Lake, and in the afternoon pitched
our tents on an ifland, where, by my defire, the Indians
made a large fmoke, and propofed to ftay a day or two for

Captain Keelfhies,

In the night, one of Matonabbee’s wives and another
woman eloped: it was fuppofed they went off to the
Eaftward, in order to meet their former hufbands, from

flourifhing ftate ; and that they were remarkable for abounding with deer. It
is a well-known faét, that many deer are fond of frequenting thofe plains
where the juniper trees abound near barren grounds, particularly in fine wea-
ther during the Winter; but in heavy gales of wind they either take fhelter in
the thick woods, or go out on the open plains. The Indians, who never want
a reafon for any thing, fay, that the deer quit the thin ftraggling woods during
the high winds, becaufe the nodding of the trees, when at a confiderable dif-
tance from each other, frightens them; but in the midft of a thick foreft, the
conftant ruftling of the branches lulls them into fecurity, and renders them an
eafy prey to a {kilful hunter,

* Probubly the fame with Partridge Lake in the Map,
2 whom
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whom they had been fometime before taken by force.
This affair made more noife and buftle than I could
have fuppofed; and Matonabbee feemed entirely difcon-
certed, and quite inconfolable for the lofs of his wife.
She was certainly by far the handfomeft of all his flock,
of a moderate fize, and had a fair complexion ; fhe ap-
parently pofiefied a mild temper, and very engaging man-
ners. In fa&, fhe feemed to have every good quality that
could be expe@ed in a Northern Indian woman, and that
could render her an agreeable companion to an inhabit-

ant of this part of the world. She had not, however,
appeared happy in her late fituation; and chofe rather

to be the fole wife of a {prightly young fellow of no
note, (though very capable of maintaining her,) than to
have the feventh or eighth fhare of the affe@tion of the
greateft man in the country. I am forry to mention an
incident which happened while we were building the
canoes at Clowey, and which by no means does honour to
Matonabbee : it is no lefs a crime than that of having ac-
tually ftabbed the hufband of the above-mentioned girl in
three places; and had it not been for timely affiftance,
would certainly have murdered him, for no other reafon
than becaufe the poor man had {poken difrefpectfully of
him for having taken his wife away by force. The cool
deliberation with which Matonabbee committed this bloody
a@ion, convinced me it had been a long premeditated de-
fign ; for he no fooner heard of the man’s arrival, than

he opened one of his wives’ bundles, and, with the greateft
compofure,
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compofure, took outa new long box-handled knife, went
into the man’s tent, and, without any preface whatever,
took him by the collar, and began to execute his horrid
defign.  The poor man anticipating his danger, fell on
his face, and called for affiftance; but before any could
be had he received three wounds in the back. Por-
tunately for him, they all happened on the thoulder-blade,
{o that his life was {pared. When Matonabbee returned
to his tent, after committing this horrid deed, he fat down
as compofedly as if nothing had happened, called for
water to wafh his bloody hands and knife, fmoked his
pipe as ufual, feemed to be perfeétly at eafe, and afked if
I did not think he had done right ?

It has ever been the cuftom among thofe people for the
men to wreftle for any woman to whom they are attached;

and, of courfe, the ftrongeft party always carrics off the

prize. A weak man, unlefs he be a good hunter and well-
beloved, is feldom permitted to keep a wife that a ftronger
man thinks worth his notice : for atany time when the wives
of thofe ftrong wreftlers are heavy-laden either with furrs
or provifions, they make no {cruple of tearing any other
man’s wife from his bofom, and making her bear a part
of his luggage. This cuftom prevails throughout all their
tribes, and caufes a great {pirit of emulation among their
youth, who are upon all occafions, from their childhood,
trying their ftrength and {kill in wreftling. This enables
them to protect their property, and particularly their wives,

from
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from the hands of thofe powerful ravithers ; fome of whom
make almoft a livelihood by taking what they pleafe from
the weaker parties, without making them any' return.
Indeed, it is reprefented as an a&t of great generofity, if
they condefcend to make an unequal exchange; as, in

general, abufe and infult are the only return for the lofs
which is fuftained.

The way in which they tear the women and other pro-

perty from one another, though it has the appearance of the

greateft brutality, can fearcely be called fighting. I never
knew any of them receive the leaft hurt in thefe ren-

contres ; the whole bufinefs confifts in hauling each other
about by the hair of the head ; they are feldom known
either to ftrike or kick one another. It is not uncommon
for one of them to cut off his hair and to greafe his ears,
immediately before the conteft begins. This, however, is
done privately; and it is fometimes truly laughable, to
fee one of the parties ftrutting about with an air of great
importance, and calling out, ¢ Where is he? Why does
“ he not come out P’ when the other will bolt out with
a clean fhorned head and greafed ears, rufh on his anta-
gonift, feize him by the hair, and though perhaps a
much weaker man, foon drag him to the ground, while
the ftronger is not able to lay hold on him. It is very
frequent on thofe occafions for each party to have fpies,
to watch the other’s motions, which puts them more on
a footing of equality. ~ For want of hair to pull, they

P feize
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feize edch other about the waift, with legs wide extended,

" and try their ftrength, by endeavouring to vie who can

firft throw the other down.

On thefe wreftling occafions the ftanders-by never at-
tempt to interfere in the conteft 5 even one brother offers
not to aflift another, unlefs it be with advice, which, as
it is always delivered openly on the field during the con-
teft, may, in-fa&, be faid to be equally favourable to
both parties. It fometimes happens that one of the
wreftlers is fuperior in ftrength to the other; and if a
woman be the caufe of the conteft; the weaker is fre-
quently unwilling to yield, notwithftanding he is greatly
overpowered. - When this happens to be the cafe; the re-
lations and friends, or other bye-ftanders, will fometimes:
join to perfuade the weaker combatant to give up the
conteft, left, by continuing it, he fhould get: bruifed:
and hurt, without the leaft probability of being able. to.
prote¢t what he is contending for. I obferved that very
few of thofe people were diffatisfied with the wives which
had fallen to their lot, for whenever any confiderable:
number of them were in company, fcarcely a day paffed
without fome overtures being made for contefts of this
kind ; and it was often very unpleafant to me, to fee the
objet of the conteft fitting in penfive filence watching her
fate, while her hufband and his rival were contending for
the prize. I have indeed not only felt pity for thofe poor
wretched victims, but the utmoft indignation, when I

have
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have feen them won, perhaps, by a man whom they mor-
tally hated.  On thofe occafions their grief and relu@ance
to follow their new lord has been fo great, that the bufi-
nefs has often ended in the greateft brutality ; for, in the
ftruggle, T have feen the poor girls ftripped quite naked,
and carried by main force to their new lodgings. At
other times it was pleafant enough to fee a fine girl led oft
the field from a hufband fhe difliked, with a tear in one
eye and a finger on the other: for cuftom, or delicacy
if you pleafe, has taught them to think it neceffary to
whimper a little, let the change be ever fo much to their
inclination. I have throughout this account given the
women the appellation of girls, which is pretty applicable,
as the objects of conteft are generally young, and without
any family: few of the men chufe to be at the trouble of
maintaining other people’s children, except on particular
occafions, which will be taken notice of hereafter,

Some of the old men, who are famous on account of
their fuppofed fkill in conjuration, have great influence in

perfuading the rabble from committing thofe outrages ;:
but the humanity of thefe fages is feldom known to ex-:

tend beyond their own families. In defence of them they
will exert their utmoft influence; but when their own

relations are guilty of - the fame crime, they feldom inter-:

fere. 'This partial condu& creates {fome fecret, and fe-

veral open enemies; but the generality of their neigh-:
bours are deterred, through fear or fuperftition, from exe-:

> o cuting
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cuting their revenge, and even from talking difrefpe@t-
fully of them, wunlefs it be behind their backs ; which isa
vice of which almoft every Indian in this country, without
exception, is guilty.

Notwithftanding the Northern Indians are fo covetous,
and pay fo little regard to private property as' to take
every advantage of bodily ftrength to rob their neighbours,
not only of their goods, but of their wives, yet they are,
in other refpeés, the mildeft tribe, or nation, that is to
be found on the borders of Hudfon’s Bay: for let their
affronts or lofles be ever fo great, they never will feck any
other revenge than that of wreftling. As for murder,
which is fo common among all the tribes of Southern In-
dians, it is feldom heard of among them. A murderer is
fthunned and detefted by all the tribe, and is obliged to
wander up and down, forlorn and forfaken even by his
own relations and former friends. In that refpe& a mur-
derer may truly be compared to Cain, after he had killed
his brother Abel. The cool reception he meets with by
all who know him, occafions him to grow melancholy,
and he never leaves any place but the whole company fay,
¢ There goes the murderer!” The women, it is true, fome-
times receive an unlucky blow from their hufbands for
mifbehaviour, which occafions their death; but this is
thought nothing of : and for one man or woman to kill
another out of revenge, or through jealoufy, or on any
other account, is fo extraordinary, that very few are now

2 exifting
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exifting who have been guilty of it. At the prefent mo-
ment I know not one, befide Matonabbee, who ever made
an attempt of that nature; and he is, in every other refpe&;
a man of fuch univerfal good fenfe, and, as an Indian,
of fuch great humanity, that I am at a lofs how to account
for his having been guilty of fuch a crime, unlefs it be
by his having lived among the Southern Indians fo long, as
to become tainted with their blood-thirfty, revengeful, and
vindi&ive difpofition.

Early in the morning of the twenty-ninth, Captain
Keelthies joined us. He delivered to me a packet of let-

“ters, and a two-quart keg of French brandy; but affured

me, that the powder, fhot, tobacco, knives, &c. which
he reccived at the Fort for me, were all expended. He
endeavoured to make fome apology for this, by faying,
that fome of his relations died in the Winter, and that he
had, according to their cuftom, thrown all his own things
away ; after which he was obliged to have recourfe to my
ammunition and other goods, to fupport himfelf and a
numerous family. The very affe@ing manner in which
he related this ftory, often crying like a child, was a great
proof of his extreme forrow, which he withed to per-
fuade me arofe from the recolle&tion of his having em-
bezzled {fo much of my property ; but I was of a differ-
ent opinion, and attributed his grief to arife from the
remembrance of his deccafed relations.  However, as a
{mall recompence for my lofs, he prefented me with four

ready~
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ready-drefled moofe-fkins, which was, he faid, the only
retribution he could then make. The moofe-fkins, though
not the twentieth part of the value of the goods which
he had embezzled, were in reality more acceptable to
me, than the ammunition and the other articles would
have been, on account of their great ufe as fhoe-leather,
which at that time was a very fcarce article’ with us,
whereas we had plenty of powder and fhot.

On the fame day that Keelfhies joined us, an Indian
man, who had been fome time in our company, infifted on
taking one of Matonabbec’s wives from him by force, un-
lefs he complied with his demands, which were, that
Matonabbee fhould give him a certain quantity of ammu-
nition, fome pieces of iron-work, a kettle, and feveral
other articles; every one of which, Matonabbee was obliged
to deliver, -or lofe the woman ; for the other man far ex-

celled him in ftrength. = Matonabbee was more exafperated
on this occafion, as the fame man had fold him the woman

no longer ago than the nineteenth of the preceding April,
Having expended all the goods he then pofiefied, however,
he was determined to make another bargain for her ; and as
the was what may be called a valuable woman in their
eftimation ; that is, one who was not only tolerably per-
fonable, but reckoned very fkilful in manufadturing the
different kinds of leather, fkins, and furrs, and at the
fame time very clever in the performance of every other
domeftic duty required of the fex in this part of the

world ;
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world; Matonabbee was more unwilling to part with her,
efpecially as he had {fo lately fuffered a: lofs of the fame
kind.

This difpute, which was after fome hours decided by
words and prefents, had like to have proved fatal to my
expedition ; for Matonabbee, who at that time thought
himfelf as great a man as then lived, took this affront fo
much to heart, efpecially as it was offered in my prefence,

that he almoft determined not to proceed any farther to-
ward the Copper-mine River, and was on the point of
ftriking off' to the Weftward, with an intent to join the

Athapufco Indians, and continue with them: he being
perfeétly well acquainted with all their leaders, and moft
of the principal Indians of that country, from whom,
during a former refidence among them of feveral years, he
faid he had met with more civility than he ever did from
his own countrymen. As Matonabbee feemed refolutely
bent on’ his defign, I had every reafon to think that my

third: expedition would prove cqually unfuccefsful with

the two former. I was not, however, under the leaft ap-
prehenfion for my own fafety, as he promifed to take me
with him, and procure me a paflage to Prince of Wales’s
Fort, with fome of the Athapufcow Indians, who at that

time annually vifited the Fa&ory in the way of trade.
After waiting till I thought Matonabbee’s paflion had a.

little abated, I ufed every argument of which I was mafter
in fayour of his proceeding on the journey ; afluring him
not
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not only of the future efteem of the prefent Governor of
Prince of Wales’s Fort, but alfo of that of all his fucceffors
as long as he lived ; and that even the Hudfon’s Bay Com-
pany themfelves would be ready to acknowledge his affi-
duity and perfeverance, in conducting a bufinefs which had
fo much the appearance of proving advantageous to them,
After fome converfation of this kind, and a good deal of
intreaty, he at length confented to proceed, and promifed
to make all poffible hafte. Though it was then late in the
afternoon, he gave orders for moving, and accordingly we
walked about feven miles that night, and put up on ano-
ther ifland in Pefhew Lake. The preceding afternoon
the Indians had killed a few deer; but our number was
then fo great, that eight or ten deer would fcarcely afford
us all a tafte. Thefe deer were the firft we had feen fince
our le.ving the neighbourhood of Thelewey-aza-yeth ; fo

that we had lived all the time on the dfied meat which
had been prepared before we left that place in April.

The thirtieth proved bad, rainy weather; we walked,
however, about ten miles to the Northward, when we
arrived on the North fide of Pefhew Lake, and put up,
Here Matonabbee immediately began to make every ne-
ceflary arrangement for facilitating the exccution of our
defign ; and as he had promifed to make all poffible hafte,
he thought it expedicnt to leave moft of his wives and all
his childrcn in the care of fome Indians, then in our
company who had his erders to proceed to the North-

: ward
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ward at their leifure ; and who, at a particular place ap-
pointed by him, were to wait our return from the Copper-
mine River. Having formed this refolution, Matonabbee
feleéted two of his young wives who had no children, to
accompany us; and in order to make their loads as light
as poflible, it was agreed that we fhould not take more
ammunition with us than was really neceflary for our {fup-
port, till we might expe& again to join thofe Indians and
the women and children. The fame meafures were alfo
adopted by all the other Indians of my party; particu-

larly thofe who had a plurality of wives, and a number of
children.

As thefe matters took fome time to adjuft, it was near
nine o’clock in the evening of the thirty-firft before we
could fet out; and then it was with much difliculty
that Matonabbee could perfuade his other wives from fol-
lowing him, with their children and all their lumber; for
fuch was their unwillingnefs to be left behind, that he
was obliged to ufe his authority before they would confent,
confequently they parted in anger; and we no fooner began
our march, than they fet up a moft woeful cry, and con-
tinued to yell moft piteoufly as long as we were within
hearing. This mournful {cene had fo little effe&® on my
party, that they walked away laughing, and as merry as
ever. 'The few who exprefled any regret at their de-
parture from thofe whom they were to leave behind, con-

6 fined
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fined their regard wholly to their children, particularly to
the youngeft, fcarcely ever mentioning their mother.

Though it was fo late when we left the women, we
walked about ten miles that night before we ftopped. In
our way we faw many deer ; feveral of which the Indians
killed. To talk of travelling and killing deer in the
middle of the night, may at firft view have the appearance
of romance; but our wonder will fpeedily abate, when it
is confidered that we were then to the Northward of 64° of
North latitude, and that, in confequence of it, though the
Sun did not remain the whole night above the horizon, yet
the time it remained below it was fo fhort, and its de-
preflion even at midnight fo {fmall at this {eafon of the year,
that the light, in clear weather, was quite fufficient for the
purpofe both of walking, and hunting any kind of game..

It fhould have been obferved, that during our ftay at
Clowey a great number of Indians entered into a com-
bination with thofe of my party to accompany us to the
Copper-mine River ; and with no other intent than to
murder the Efquimaux, who are underftood by the Copper
Indians to frequent that river in confiderable numbers.
This {cheme, notwithftanding the trouble and fatigue,
as well as danger, with which it muft be obvioufly at-
tended, was neverthelefs {o univerfally approved by thofe
people, that for fome time almoft every man who joined

us




NORTHERN OCEAN.:"

us propofed to be of the party. Accordingly, each vo-

lunteer, as well as thofe who were properly of my party,
prepared a target, or fhield, before we left the woods of

Clowey. Thofe targets were compofed of thin boards,
about three quarters of an inch thick, two feet broad, and
three feet long ; and were intended to ward off the arrows
of the Efquimaux. Notwithftanding thefe preparations,
when we came to leave the women and children, as has
been already mentioned, only fixty volunteers would go with
us; thereft, who were nearly as many more, though they
had all prepared targets, refle&ing that they had a great
diftance to walk, and that no advantage could be expeéted
from the expedition, very prudently begged to be excufed,
faying, that they could not be {pared for fo long a time
from the maintenance of their wives and families; and
particularly, as they did not {ee any then in our company,
who feemed willing to encumber themfelves with fuch a
charge. This feemed to be a mere evafion, for I am clearly
of opinion that poverty on one fide, and avarice on the other,
were the only impediments to their joining our party; had
_they poffefled as many European goods to fquander away
among their countrymen as Matonabbee and thofe of my
party did, in all probability many might have been found
who would have been glad to have accompanied us.

When I was acquainted with the intentions of my
companions, and {aw the warlike preparations that were
carrying on, I endeavoured as much as poflible to perfuade

Q.2 them
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them from putting their inhuman defign into execution ;
but {o far were my intreaties from having the wifhed-for

effe@, that it was concluded I was a&uated by cowardice;

and they told me, with great marks of derifion, that I
was afraid of the Efquimaux. As I knew my per-
fonal fafety depended in a great meafure on the favourable
opinion they entertained of me in this refpe, I was obliged
to change my tone, and replied, that I did not care if they
rendered the name and race of the Efquimaux extinét ;
adding at the fame time, that though I was no enemy
to the Efquimaux, and did not {ee the neceflity of attack-
ing them without caufe, yet if I fhould find it neceffary to
do it, for the prote@ion of any one of my company, my
owni fafety out of the queftion, fo far from being afraid of
a poor defencelefs Efquimaux, whom I defpifed more than
feared, nothing fhould be wanting on my part to proteét
all who were with me, This declaration was received
with great fatisfaion; and I never afterwards ventured
to interfere with any of their war-plans, Indeed, when I
came to confider ferioufly, I faw evidently that it was the:
higheft folly for an individual like me, and in my fitua-
tion, to attempt to turn the current of a national preju-

 dice which had fubfifted between thiofe two nations from

the earlieft periods, or at leaft as long as they had been

acquainted with the exiftence of each other.

Having got rid of all the women, children, dogs, heavy
baggage, and other incumbrances, on the firft of June we

purfued




NORTHERN OCEAN.

purfued our journey to the Northward with great fpeed ; but
the weather was in general {o precarious, and the {now,
fleet, and rain fo frequent, that notwithftanding we em-
braced every opportunity which offered, it was the fix-
teenth of June before we arrived in the latitude of 67° 30/,
where Matonabbee had propofed that the women and
children fhould wait our return from the Copper-mine
River,

In our way hither we croffed feveral lakes on the ice;
of which Thoy-noy-kyed Lake and Thoy-coy-lyned Lake
were the principal. We alfo crofled a few inconfiderable
crecks and rivers, which were only ufeful as they furnifhed
a fmall fupply of fifh to the natives. The weather, as I
‘have before obferved, was in general difagrecable, with a
great deal of rain and fnow. To make up for that in-
convenience, however, the deer were fo plentiful, that the
Indians killed not only a fufficient quantity for our daily
fupport, but frequently great numbers merely for the fat,
marrow, and tongues. To induce them to defift from

this pradtice, I often interefted myfelf, and endeavoured,

as much as poflible, to convince them in the cleareft

terms of which I was mafter, of the great impropriety of _
{fuch wafte; particularly at a time of the year when their-

fkins could not be of any ufe for clothing, and when the

anxiety to proceed on our journey would not permit us to:
ftay long enough in one place to eat up half the fpoils of

their hunting. Asnational cuftoms, however, are not eafily-
i _ over-.
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overcome, my remonftrances proved ineffeGual; and I
was always anfwered, that it was certainly right to kill
plenty, and live on the beft, when and where it was to
be got, for that it would be impoflible to do it where
every thing was fcarce: and they infifted on it, that kill-
ing plenty of deer and other game in one part of the
country, could never make them fcarcer in another. In-
deed, they were fo accuftomed to kill every thing that
came within their reach, that few of them could pafs by
a fmall bird’s neft, without flaying the young enés, -or de-
ftroying the eggs.

From the feventeenth to the twentieth, we walked be-
tween feventy and eighty miles to the North Weft and
North North Weft; the greater part of the way by Cogead
Lake; but the Lake being then frozen, we croffed all the
crecks and bays of it on the ice.

On the twenty-firft we had bad rainy weather, with {o
thick a fog that we could not fee our way: about ten
o’clock at night, however, it became fine and clear, and
the Sun fhone very bright; indeed it did not fet all that
night, which was a convincing proof, without any obferva-
tion, that we were then confiderably to the North of the
Arctic Polar Circle.

As foon as the fine weather began, we fet out and walked
about feven or eight miles to the Northward, when we
came
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came to a branch of Conge-ca-tha-wha-chaga River ; on
the North fide of which we found feveral Copper Indians,
who were affembled, according to annual cuftom, to kill
deer as they crofs the river in their little canoes.

The ice being now broken up, we were, for the firft
time this Summer, obliged to make ufe of our canoes to
ferry acrofs the river ; which would have proved very te-
dious, had it not been for the kindnefs of the Cop-
per Indians, who fent all their canoes to our afliftance.
Though our number was not much lefs than one hundred
and fifty, we had only three canoes, and thofe being of
the common fize, could only carry two perfons each,
without baggage. It is true, when water is fmooth,
and a raft of three or four of thefe canoes is well fecured
by poles lathed acrofs them, they will carry a much
greater weight in proportion, and be much fafer, as there
is {carcely a poffibility of their overfetting ; and this is the
general mode adopted by the people of this country in croff-
ing rivers when they have more than one canoe with them.

Having arrived on the North fide of this river, we
found that Matonabbee, and feveral others in our com-
pany, were perfonally acquainted with moft of the Copper
Indians whom we found there. The latter feemed highly
pleafed at the interview with our party, and endeavoured,
by every means in-their power, to convince our company
of their readinefs to ferve us to the utmoft ; fo that by the

time

119

1771.
[

June,



A CFSILENEY TO TS

time we had got our tents pitched, the firangers had pro-
vided a large quantity of dried meat and fat, by way of a
feaft, to which they invited moft of the principal Indians

who accompanied me, as well as Matonabbee and myfelf,
who were prefented with fome of the very beft.

It is natural to fuppofe, that immediately after our ar-
rival the Copper Indians would be made acquainted with
the nature and intention of our journey. This was no fooner
done than they exprefled their entire approbation, and
many of them feemed willing and defirous of giving every
afliftance ; ' particularly by lending us feveral canoes, which
they aflured us would be very ufeful in the remaining part
of our journey, and contribute both to our eafe and dif-
patch. It muft be obferved, that thefe canoes were not
entirely entrufted to my crew, but carried by the owners
themfelves who accompanied us; as it would have been

very uncertain where to have found them at our return from
the Copper River.

Agreeably to my inftructions, I fmoked my calumet of
peace with the principal of the Copper Indians, who
feemed highly pleafed on the occafion; and, from a
converfation held on the {ubjeé of my journey, I found
they were delighted with the hopes of having an Euro-
pean fettlement in their neighbourhood, and feemed to
have no idea that any impediment could prevent fuch a
{cheme from being carried into execution, Climates and

{eafons
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feafons had no weight with them; nor could they fee
where the difficulty lay in getting to them; for though
they acknowledged that tht:y had never {een the fea at the
mouth of the Copper River clear of ice, yet they could
fee nothing that thould hinder a fhip from approaching it;
and they innocently enough obferved, that the water was
always fo fmooth between the ice and fhore, that even {mall
boats might get there with great cafe and fafety. How a
fhip was to get between the ice and the fhore, never once
occurred to them.

Whether it was from real motives of hofpitality, or
from the great advantages which they expe&ed to reap
by my difcoveries, I know not; but I muft confefs that
their civility far exceeded what I could expeét from fo un-
civilized a tribe, and I was exceedingly forry that I had
nothing of value to offer them. However, fuch articles
as I had, I diftributed among them, and they were thank-
fully received by them. Though they have fome European
commodities among them, which they purchafe from
the Northern Indians, the fame articles from the hands
of an Englithman were more prized. AsI was the firft
whom they had ever feen, and in all probability might be

the laft, it was curious to fee how they flocked about -

me, and exprefled as much defire to examine me from top
to toe, as an European Naturalift would a non-defcript ani-
mal. They, however, found and pronounced me to be

a perfe& human being, except in the colour of my hair
R and
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and eyes: the former, they faid, was like the ftained hair
of a buffaloe’s tail, and the latter, being light, were
like thofe of a gull. The whitenefs of my fkin alfo
was, in their opinion, no ornament, as they faid it re-
{fembled meat which had been fodden in water till all
the blood was extra&ted. On the whole, I was viewed as
{o great a curiofity in this part of the world, that during
my ftay there, whenever I combed my head, {fome or other
of them mnever failed to afk for the hairs that came off,

which they carefully wrapped up, faying, ¢ When I fee
““ you again, you fhall again fee your hair.”

- The day after our arrival at Congecathawhachaga, Ma-
tonabbee difpatched his brother, and {feveral Copper In-
dians, to Copper-mine River, with orders to acquaint
any Indians they might meet, with the reafon of my vifit-
ing thofe parts, and alfo when they might probably ex-
pect us at that river. By the bearers of this meffage I
fent a prefent of tobacco and fome other things, to in-
duce any ftrangers they met to be ready to give us affift-
ance, either by advice, or in any other way which might

be required.

As Matonabbee and the other Indians thought it ad-
vifable to leave all ghe women at this place, and pro-
ceed to the Copper-mine River without them, it was
thought neceflary to continue here a few days, to kill as
many deer as would be fufficient for their fupport during

our
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our abfence. And notwithftanding deer were {o plenti-
ful, yet our numbers were fo large, and our daily con-
fumption was fo great, that feveral days elapfed before the
men could provide the women with a fufficient quantity ;
and then they had no other way of preferving it, than by
cutting it in thin {lices and drying it in the Sun. Meat,
when thus prepared, is not only very portable, but palat-
able ; as all the blood and juices are ftill remaining in the
meat, it is very nourifhing and wholefome food ; and may,
with care, be kept a whole year without the leaft danger
of {poiling. It is neceflary, however, to air it frequently
during the warm weather, otherwife it is liable to grow
mouldy : but as foon as the chill air of the fall begins, it

requires no farther trouble till next Summer,

We had not been many days at Congecathawhachaga
before I had reafon to be greatly concerned at the beha-
viour of feveral of my crew to the Copper Indians. They
not only took many of their young women, furrs, and ready-

drefled fkins for clothing, but alfo {everal of their bows and
arrows, which were the only implements they had to pro-

cure food and raiment, for the future fupport of themfelves,
their wives, and families. It may probably be thought,
that as thefe weapons are of fo fimple a form, and fo
ealily conftruéted, they might foon be replaced, without
~ any other trouble or expence than a little labour; but
this fuppofition can only hold good in places where proper
materials are eafily procured, which was not the cafe here:

R 2 if
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if it had, they would not have been an obje& of plunder.

‘In the midft of a foreft of trees, the wood that would

make a Northern Indian a bow and a few arrows, or in-
deed a bow and arrows ready made, are not of much va-
lue; no more than the man’s trouble that makes them:
but carry that bow and arrows feveral hundred miles from
any woods and place where thofe are the only weapons in
ufe, their intrinfic value will be found to increafe, in the

fame proportion as the materials which are made are lefs
attainable *.

To do Matonabbee juftice on this occafion, I muft fay
that he endeavoured as much as poflible to perfuade his
countrymen from taking either furrs, clothing, or bows,
from the Copper Indians, without making them fome
fatisfactory return; but if he did not encourage, neither
did he endeavour to hinder them from taking as many

women as they pleafed. Indeed, the Copper Indian women
feem to be much cfteemed by our Northern traders; for what

reafon 1 know not, as they are in reality the fame people
in every refpect; and their language differs not fo much as
the diale@s of fome of the neareft counties in England do
from each other.

It is not furprifing that a plurality of wives is cuf-
tomary among thefe people, as it is fo well adapted to

* See Poftlethwayt on the article of Labour.
their
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their fituation and mianner of life. In my opinion no
race of people under the Sun have a greater occafion for
fuch an indulgence. Their annual haunts, in queft of
furrs, is fo remote from any European {cttlement, as to
render them the greateft travellers in the known world ;
and as they have neither horfe nor water carriage, every
good hunter is under the neceflity of having feveral perfons
to aflift in carrying his furrs to the Company’s Fort, as
well as carrying back the European goods which he receives
in exchange for them. No perfons in this country are {o
proper for this work as the women, becaufe they are
inured to carry and haul heavy loads from their childhood,
and to do all manner of drudgery ; fo that thofe men who
are capable of providing for three, four, five, fix, or more
women, generally find them humble and faithful fervants,
affe@ionate wives, and fond and indulgent mothers to their
children. Though cuftom makes this way of life fit appa-
rently eafy on the generality of the women, and though, in
general, the whole of their wants feem to be comprized in
food and clothing only, yet nature at times gets the better
of cuftom, and the {pirit of jealoufy makes its appearance
among them: however, as the hufband is always arbi-
trator, he foon fettles the bufinefs, though perhaps not
always to the entire fatisfacion of the parties.

Much does it redound to the honour of the Northern
Indian women when I affirm, that they are the mildeft
and moft virtuous females 1 have {een in any part of North

America
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America; though fome think this is more owing to habit,
cuftom, and the fear of their hufbands, than from real
inclination. It is undoubtedly well known that none can
manage a Northern Indian woman fo well as a Northern
Indian man; and when any of them have been permitted
to remain at thc Fort, they have, for the fake of gain,
been eafily prevailed on to deviate from that chara&er;
and a few have, by degrees, become as abandoned as the
Southern Indians, who are remarkable throughout all their
tribes for being the moft debauched wretches under the
Sun. So far from laying any reftraint on their fenfual ap-
petites, as long as youth and inclination laft, they give
themfelves up to all manner of even inceftuous debauchery ;
and that in {o beaftly a manner when they are intoxicated,
a ftate to which they are peculiarly addiéted, that the brute
creation are not lefs regardlefs of decency. I know that
fome few Europeans, who have had little opportunity of
feeing them, and of enquiring into their manners, have
been very lavifh in their praife: but every one who has
had much intercourfe with them, and penetration and in-
duftry enough to ftudy their difpofitions, will agree, that
no accomplifhments whatever in a man, is fufficient to con-

ciliate the affe@ions, or preferve the chaftity of a Southern

Indian woman *.

The

* Notwithftanding this is the general charater of the Southern Indian
women, as they are called on the coafts of Hudfon’s Bay, and who are the
fame tribe with the Canadian Indians, I am happy to have it in my power to
infert a few lines to the memory of one of them, whom I knew from her in-

fancy,
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The Northern Indian women are in general fo far from
being like. thofe I have above defcribed, that it is very
: uncom-

fancy, and who, I can truly affirm, was directly the reverfe of the picture I
have drawn.

Mary, the daughter of Moses NorToN, many years Chief at Prince of
Wales’s Fort, in Hudfon’s Bay, though born and brought up in a country
of all others the leaft favourable to virtue and virtuous principles, poflefled
them, and every other good and amiable quality, in a moft eminent degree.

‘Without the affiftance of religion, and with no education but what fhe re-
ceived among the diffolute natives of her country, the would have fhone with
fuperior luftre in any other country: for, if an engaging perfon, gentle man-
ners, an eafy freedom, arifing from a conicioufnefs of innocence, an amiable
modefty, and an unrivalled delicacy of fentiment, are graces and virtues which
render a woman lovely, none ever had greater pretenfions to general efteem
and regard; while her benevolence, humanity, and fcrupulous adherence to
truth and honeflf, would have done honour to the moft enlightened and de-
vout Chriftian,

Dutiful, obedient, and affetionate to her parents; fteady and faithful to her
friends; grateful and humble to her benefactors; eafily forgiving and forget-
ting injuries ; careful not to offend any, and courteous and kind to all; fhe
was, neverthelefs, fuffered to perith by the rigours of cold and hunger, amidit
her own relations, at a time when the griping hand of famine was by no means
feverely felt by any other member of their company ; and it may truly be faid
that the fell a martyr to the principles of virtue. This happened in the Winter
of the year 1782, after the French had deftroyed Prince of Wales’s Fort; at
which time fhe was in the twenty-fecond year of her age.

Human nature fhudders at the bare recital of fuch brutality, and reafon
fhrinks from the tafk of accounting for the decrees of Providence on fuch oc-
cafions as this: but they are the ftrongeft affurances of a future ftate, fo in-
finitely fuperior to the prefent, that the enjoyment of every pleafure in this
world by the moft worthlefs and abandoned wretch, or the moft innocent and

virtuous
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uncommon to hear of their ever being guilty of inconti-
nency, not even thofe who are confined to the fixth or
even eighth part of a man.

It is true, that were I to form my opinion of thofe
women from the behaviour of fuch as I have been more
particularly acquainted with, I fhould have little reafon
to fay much in their favour; but impartiality will not

virtuous woman perifthing by the moft excruciating of all deaths, are matters
equally indifferent. But,

Peace to the athes, and the virtuous mind,

Of her who lived in peace with all mankind ;

Learn’d from the heart, unknowing of difguife,

Truth in her thoughts, and candour in her eyes;

Stranger alike to envy and to pride,

Good fenfe her light, and Nature all her guide;

But now removed from all the ills of life,

Here refts the pleafing friend and faithful wife. WALLER.

Her fatler was, undoubtedly, very blamable for bringing her up in the
tender manner which he did, rendering her by that means not only incapable
of bearing the fatigues and hardfhips which the reft of her countrywomen
think lictle of, but of providing for herfelf. This is, indeed, too frequent
a praflice among Europeans in that country, who bring up their children
in fo indulgent a manner, that when they retire, and leave their offspring
behind, they find themfelves fo helplefs, as to be unable to provide for the
few wants to which they are fubject. The late Mr. Ferdinand Jacobs, many
years Chief at York Fort, was the only perfon whom I ever knew that aéted
in a different manner ; though no man could poflibly be fonder of his children
in other refpects, yet as there were fome that he could not bring to England,
he had them brought up entirely among the natives; fo that when he left the

country, they fcarcely ever felt the lofs, though they regretted the abfence of
a fond and induigent parent, ‘

permit
8
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permit me to make a few of the worft chara&ers a ftandard

for the general conduét of all of them. Indeed it is but
reafonable to think that travellers and interlopers will be
always {erved with the worft commodities, though perhaps
.they pay the beft price for what they have.

It may appear ftrange, that while I am extolling the
chaftity of the Northern Indian women, I fhould ac-
knowledge that it is a very common cuftom among the
men of this country to exchange a night’s lodging with each
other’s wives, But this is {fo far from being confidered as
an a& which is criminal, that it is eftcemed by them as one
of the ftrongeft ties of friendfhip between two families ;
and in cafe of the death of either man, the other confiders
himfelf bound to fupport the children of the deceafed.
Thofe people are fo far from viewing this engagement as a
mere ceremony, like moft of our Chriftian god-fathers and
god-mothers, who, notwithftanding their vows are made
in the moft folemn manner, and in the prefence of both
God and man, {carcely ever afterward remember what they
have promifed, that there is not an inftance of a Northern
Indian having once neglected the duty which he is fup-
pofed to have taken upon himfclf to perform.  The
Southern Indians, with all their bad qualities, are remark -
ably humane and charitable to the widows and childien of
departed friends ; and as their fituation and manner of life
enable them to do more ad@s of charity with lefs trouble
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than falls to the lot of a Northern Indian, few widows or
orphans are ever unprovided for among them.

Though the Northern Indian men make no feruple of

having two or three fifters for wives at one time, yet they
are very particular in obferving a proper diftance in the
confanguinity of thofe they admit to the above-mentioned
intercourfe with their wives. The Southern Indians are
lefs {crupulous on thofe occafions 3 among them it is not

at all uncommon for one brother to make free with ano-
ther brother’s wife or daughter *; but this is held in
abhorrence by the Northern Indians.

* Moft of the Southern Indians, as well the Athapulcow and Neheaway
tribes, are entirely without fcruple in this refpeét. It is notorioufly known,
that many of them cohabit occafionally with their own mothers, and frequently
efpoule their fifters and daughters. I have known feveral of them who, after
having lived in that ftate for fome time with their daughters, have given them
to their fons, and all parties been perfeétly reconciled to it.

In fac, notwithftanding the feverity of the climate, the licentioufhefs of
the inhabitants cannot be exceeded by any of the Eaftern nations, whofe luxu-
rious manner of life, and genial clime, feem more adapted to excite extraor-
dinary paffions, than the fevere cold of the frigid Zone.

Itis true, that few of thofe who live under the immediate protection of the
Englifh ever take either their fifters or daughters for wives, which is probably
owing to the fear of incurring their difpleafure; but it is well known that
alts of inceft too often take place among them, though perhaps not fo fre=
quently as among the foreign Indians,

By
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By the time the Indians had killed as many deer as they
thought would be fufficient for the fupport of the women
during our abfence, it was the firft of July; and during
this time I had two good obfervations, both by meridional
and double altitudes ; the mean of which determined the
latitude of Congecathawhachaga to be 68° 46" North;
and its longitude, by account, was 24° 2’ Weft from
Prince of Wales’s Fort, or 118° 15° Weft of the meridian

of London.

On the fecond, the weather proved very bad, with much
fnow and {fleet; about nine o’clock at night, however, it
grew more moderate, and fomewhat clearer, o that we fet
out, and walked about ten miles to the North by Weft,
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when we lay down to take a little fleep. At our de- .

parture from Congecathawhachaga, feveral Indians who
had entered the war-lift, rather chole to ftay behind with

the women ; but their lofs was amply fupplied by Copper
Indians, who accompanied us in the double capacity of
guides and warriors.

On the third the weather was equally bad with that of
the preceding day ; we made fhift, however, to walk ten
or eleven miles in the fame dire@ion we had done the day
before, and at laft were obliged to put up, not being able
to {ee our way for fnow and thick drift. By putting up, no
more is to be underftood than that we got to leeward of a
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great ftone, or into the crevices of the rocks, where we
regaled ourfelves with fuch provifions as we had brought
with us, {moked our pipes, or went to fleep, till the
weather permitted us to proceed on our journey.

On the fourth, we had rather better weather, though
conftant light fnow, which made it very difagrecable
under foot. We neverthelefs walked twenty-feven miles
to the North Weft, fourteen of which were on what the
Indians call the Stony Mountains; and furely no part of the
world better deferves that name. On our firft approaching
thefe mountains, they appeared to be a confufed heap ot
ftones, utterly inacceflible to the foot of man: but having
fome Copper Indians with us who knew the beft road,
we made a tolerable fhift to get on, though not with-
out being obliged frequently to crawl on our hands
and knees. Notwithftanding the intricacy of the road,

there is a very vifible path the whole way acrofs thefe
mountains, even in the moft difficult parts: and alfo

on the fmooth rocks, and thofe parts which are capable
of receiving an impreflion, the path is as plain and well-
beaten, as any bye foot-path in England. By the fide of
this path there are, in different parts, feveral large, flat,
or table ftones, which are covered with many thoufands
of fmall pebbles. Thefe the Copper Indians fay have been
gradually increafed by pafiengers going to and from the
mines ; and on its being obferved to us that it was the uni-
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verfal cuftom for every one to add a ftone to the heap,
each of us took u